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India, Kuwait boost ties: Strategic
partnership, key pact on defence

This came on the day that Kuwait conferred its highest honour — ‘The Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer’ —
on Modi for his role in strengthening the relations between the two countries.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi being awarded ‘The Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer’ by Kuwait's Amir

Ahead of Delhi polls, r
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Sunday. (PTI) ead of Delhi polls to start

doorstep enrolment for women,
elderly schemes today

AS PRIME Minister Narendra Modi and Kuwait’s Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al- Cities 2 hr ago

Jaber Al-Sabah held their first bilateral meeting on Sunday, the two countries
elevated their relationship to a “strategic partnership” and signalled that trade and
defence cooperation would form the key pillars of their ties.
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This came on the day that Kuwait conferred its highest honour — ‘The Order of
Mubarak Al-Kabeer’ — on Modi for his role in strengthening the relations between
the two countries.

Modi arrived in Kuwait on Saturday for a two-day visit — the first by an Indian PM
in 43 years. The last Indian PM to visit Kuwait was Indira Gandhi in 1981. Modi was
accompanied by External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and National Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval.

ADVERTISEMENT

Besides the Amir, Modi also met Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, who hosted a banquet in his honour, and held delegation-
level talks with Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah.

The two sides institutionalised defence cooperation through an overarching
agreement that includes training, exchange of personnel and experts, joint
exercises, supply of defence equipment, and collaboration in research and
development, among others.

Besides defence, three other MoUs (Memoranda of Understanding) were inked to

facilitate cooperation in the areas of sports, culture and solar energy.

EXPLAINED
The next level

With a “strategic partnership”, India and Kuwait have given new momentum
to bilateral ties. Kuwait is among India’s top trading partners, with bilateral
trade valued at US$ 10.47 billion in 2023-24. The Indian community forms the
largest expatriate group in Kuwait.

Modi invited a delegation comprising the Kuwaiti Investment Authority and other
stakeholders to visit India to look at new opportunities, including in the fields of
energy, defence, medical devices, pharma, food parks, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said.

ADVERTISEMENT
During his meeting with Kuwait’s Amir, Modi also invited him to visit India.

“Excellent meeting with His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad

AAP launches door-to-door registration
campaign in Delhi for two state
government schemes, Mukhya Mantri
Mahila Samman Yojana and Sanjeevani
Yojana, aimed at providing financial aid
and free treatment to women and senior
citizens. CM Arvind Kejriwal stresses th...

VIEW AL SHORTS >

LIVE BLOG

UPPSC PCS Prelims 2024 Live Updates:
Exam concludes; analysis soon
13 hours ago

Mahayuti Portfolio Announcement Live
Updates: Eknath Shinde bags
heavyweight depts, retains most
Cabinet portfolios from earlier govt

10 hours ago

XAT 2025 Admit Card Updates: When
will hall ticket release?
14 hours ago

Parliament Winter Session Day 21 Live
Updates: BJP MP P P Chaudhary
appointed Chairperson of JPC on ‘One
Nation, One Election’

2 days ago

Top Stories

A Goa scam unravels: Portuguese-
era land papers forged, properties
‘sold’ by the dead

- As key cases fall in courts, ED to

staff: No PMLA on basis of
conspiracy alone

ENTERTAINMENT

Richa Chadha admits she feels like
giving up 'every six months'; Ali
Fazal emphasises relentlessness as
key to surviving in cinema

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-kuwait-boost-ties-strategic-partnership-key-pact-on-defence-9739540/

217


https://indianexpress.com/article/education/uppsc-pcs-prelims-2024-live-updates-admit-card-guidelines-exam-analysis-answer-key-9734084/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/uppsc-pcs-prelims-2024-live-updates-admit-card-guidelines-exam-analysis-answer-key-9734084/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/uppsc-pcs-prelims-2024-live-updates-admit-card-guidelines-exam-analysis-answer-key-9734084/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/uppsc-pcs-prelims-2024-live-updates-admit-card-guidelines-exam-analysis-answer-key-9734084/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/uppsc-pcs-prelims-2024-live-updates-admit-card-guidelines-exam-analysis-answer-key-9734084/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/mumbai-news-live-updates-cabinet-porfolio-distribution-fadnavis-eknath-shinde-ajit-pawar-9737260/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/mumbai-news-live-updates-cabinet-porfolio-distribution-fadnavis-eknath-shinde-ajit-pawar-9737260/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/mumbai-news-live-updates-cabinet-porfolio-distribution-fadnavis-eknath-shinde-ajit-pawar-9737260/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/mumbai-news-live-updates-cabinet-porfolio-distribution-fadnavis-eknath-shinde-ajit-pawar-9737260/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/mumbai-news-live-updates-cabinet-porfolio-distribution-fadnavis-eknath-shinde-ajit-pawar-9737260/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/mumbai-news-live-updates-cabinet-porfolio-distribution-fadnavis-eknath-shinde-ajit-pawar-9737260/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/mumbai-news-live-updates-cabinet-porfolio-distribution-fadnavis-eknath-shinde-ajit-pawar-9737260/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/xat-2025-admit-card-live-updates-hall-ticket-released-xatonline-in-mba-admission-9735734/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/xat-2025-admit-card-live-updates-hall-ticket-released-xatonline-in-mba-admission-9735734/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/xat-2025-admit-card-live-updates-hall-ticket-released-xatonline-in-mba-admission-9735734/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/xat-2025-admit-card-live-updates-hall-ticket-released-xatonline-in-mba-admission-9735734/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/xat-2025-admit-card-live-updates-hall-ticket-released-xatonline-in-mba-admission-9735734/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-winter-session-day-21-live-updates-lok-sabha-rajya-sabha-bjp-congress-9735436/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-winter-session-day-21-live-updates-lok-sabha-rajya-sabha-bjp-congress-9735436/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-winter-session-day-21-live-updates-lok-sabha-rajya-sabha-bjp-congress-9735436/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-winter-session-day-21-live-updates-lok-sabha-rajya-sabha-bjp-congress-9735436/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-winter-session-day-21-live-updates-lok-sabha-rajya-sabha-bjp-congress-9735436/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-winter-session-day-21-live-updates-lok-sabha-rajya-sabha-bjp-congress-9735436/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-winter-session-day-21-live-updates-lok-sabha-rajya-sabha-bjp-congress-9735436/
https://indianexpress.com/article/express-exclusive/a-goa-scam-unravels-portuguese-era-land-papers-forged-properties-sold-by-the-dead-9739538/
https://indianexpress.com/article/express-exclusive/a-goa-scam-unravels-portuguese-era-land-papers-forged-properties-sold-by-the-dead-9739538/
https://indianexpress.com/article/express-exclusive/a-goa-scam-unravels-portuguese-era-land-papers-forged-properties-sold-by-the-dead-9739538/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/as-key-cases-fall-in-courts-ed-to-staff-no-pmla-on-basis-of-conspiracy-alone-9739506/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/as-key-cases-fall-in-courts-ed-to-staff-no-pmla-on-basis-of-conspiracy-alone-9739506/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/as-key-cases-fall-in-courts-ed-to-staff-no-pmla-on-basis-of-conspiracy-alone-9739506/
https://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/bollywood/richa-chadha-admits-she-feels-like-giving-up-every-six-months-ali-fazal-emphasises-relentlessness-as-key-to-surviving-in-cinema-9738730/
https://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/bollywood/richa-chadha-admits-she-feels-like-giving-up-every-six-months-ali-fazal-emphasises-relentlessness-as-key-to-surviving-in-cinema-9738730/
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/
https://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/bollywood/richa-chadha-admits-she-feels-like-giving-up-every-six-months-ali-fazal-emphasises-relentlessness-as-key-to-surviving-in-cinema-9738730/
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/cities/delhi/ahead-of-delhi-polls-aap-to-start-doorstep-enrolment-for-women-elderly-schemes-today-9739549/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/cities/delhi/ahead-of-delhi-polls-aap-to-start-doorstep-enrolment-for-women-elderly-schemes-today-9739549/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/?ref=article

12/23/24, 8:00 AM

Al-Jaber Al Sabah. We discussed cooperation in key sectors like pharmaceuticals, IT,

FinTech, infrastructure and security,” Modi said in a post on X after the meeting.

Read | ‘Contributing to talent, tech and tradition’: PM Modi hails Indian
diaspora in Kuwait

“In line with the close ties between our nations, we have elevated our partnership
to a strategic one and I am optimistic that our friendship will flourish even more in

the times to come,” he added.

While a strategic partnership entails greater cooperation in the areas already
identified — pharmaceuticals, IT, fintech, infrastructure and security in this case —
several new areas of cooperation will also be sought. In this regard, regular
bilateral consultations, exchanges and visits pertaining to issues of mutual concern
will be held.

Modi also thanked the Amir for ensuring the well-being of over one million Indians
in Kuwait while the Kuwaiti leader expressed appreciation for the contribution of

the community in the development journey of the Gulf nation.

ADVERTISEMENT
At their delegation-level talks, the two Prime Ministers discussed a roadmap to

strengthen the strategic partnership in diverse areas including trade, investment,
energy, defence, security, health, education, technology and people-to-people ties,
according to the MEA.

At his meeting with the Crown Prince, Modi conveyed that India attaches utmost
importance to its bilateral relations with Kuwait. “They emphasised on close
coordination between both sides in the UN and other multilateral fora,” the MEA
said.

In the meetings, the Indian side also showed keen interest in intensifying its

cooperation with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) through Kuwait’s presidency

of the influential grouping which includes the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi

Arabia, Oman and Qatar. The total volume of India’s trade with GCC countries stood

at US$ 184.46 billion in the financial year 2022-23. Both sides also stressed the
importance of early conclusion of the India-GCC Free Trade Agreement.

The MEA said Modi appreciated the new initiatives being undertaken by Kuwait to
fulfill its ‘Vision 2035’ and congratulated the Amir for the successful holding of the
GCC summit earlier this month.

ADVERTISEMENT
The Amir reciprocated Modi’s sentiments and expressed appreciation for India’s

role as a valued partner in Kuwait and the Gulf region, the MEA said. It said the
Kuwaiti leader looked forward to a greater role and contribution of India towards

the realisation of Kuwait’s ‘Vision 2035’.

The Amir also conferred ‘The Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer’ to Modi at the Bayan
Palace. The award was given to Modi for strengthening the good relations between

the two nations, Kuwait’s state-run news agency KUNA reported.

“I am honoured to be conferred the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Order by His Highness the
Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al Sabah. I dedicate this honour

India, Kuwait boost ties: Strategic partnership, key pact on defence | India News - The Indian Express
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to the people of India and to the strong friendship between India and Kuwait,” Modi

said in a post on X.

Modi’s visit comes at a time when West Asia is still simmering — the two sides are
expected to have discussed the situation during their talks. In his departure
statement on Saturday morning, Modi had said the two sides “have shared interest
in peace, security, stability and prosperity in the West Asia region”.

ADVERTISEMENT
A joint statement issued at the end of the visit said: “The two sides unequivocally
condemned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, including cross-border
terrorism, and called for disrupting of terrorism financing networks and safe
havens, and dismantling of terror infrastructure.”

“The leaders expressed optimism that this renewed partnership would continue to
grow, benefiting the people of both countries and contributing to regional and
global stability,” it said.
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