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Decline of Parliament Productivity in 
Recent Years:

CONTEXT :  “The first winter session of 18th Lok Sabha ended on December 20 as one of 
the least productive and most acrimonious in history.”
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Quality of debate:
● No half-an-hour or short duration 

discussions were held

● Constitution discussed for 33 hours

Factors Contributing to Diminishing 
Productivity in the Indian 
Parliament:
● Frequent disruptions
● Anti-defection measures 
● Weak Committee culture
● Underrepresentation of marginalized 

groups
● Rushed passage of bills

CONTEXT :  “The first winter session of 18th Lok Sabha ended on December 20 as one of 
the least productive and most acrimonious in history.”
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Pvt member business : 
● Every Friday
● 2 ½ hours



Way forward:
● Leverage Technology
● Strengthening Role of the Presiding 

Officer
● Right to Information Act by public
● Youth Engagement in Politics
● Diversity and Representation
● Capacity-building
● Improve Preparation and Scrutiny of 

Bills
● Constructive and Consensus-based 

Politics

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTIONS:
To what extent, in your view, the 
Parliament is able to ensure 
accountability of the executive in 
India?

CONTEXT :  “The first winter session of 18th Lok Sabha ended on December 20 as one of 
the least productive and most acrimonious in history.”
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What does the latest report say?
● $58 trillion of global GDP
● Unaccounted-for costs:  at least 

$10-25 trillion a year

Transformative Approaches to 
Nature Management:
● Sustainable diets and nature-based 

solutions
● Finance & Technology
● Economic Rationale: create $10 

trillion in opportunities and 400 
million jobs by 2030

● Inclusive growth approach
● Restoration of carbon-rich 

ecosystems
● Reciprocal Human-Nature 

Relationships
● Ensuring fair access and benefits
● Sustainable diets and nature-based 

solutions

CONTEXT :  Key takeaway from NEXUS report by Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).
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Some Indian Government efforts:
Climate Action (NAPCC & State 
plans):
● National Solar Mission
● National Mission for Enhanced Energy 

Efficiency
● National Mission on Sustainable 

Habitat
● National Water Mission
● National Green India Mission

Biodiversity Conservation:
● National Biodiversity Action Plan
● Project Tiger + similar
● Eco-Sensitive Zones
● New NPs and TRs
● National Afforestation Programme

Food Security and Sustainable 
Agriculture:
● Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana
● Soil Health Card Scheme
● Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee 

Yojana
● ZBNF, Organic Farming

Sustainable Development and 
Pollution Reduction:
● National Electric Mobility Mission Plan
● National Green Hydrogen Mission
● PM eDrive
● BioFuel promotions
● State specific

Water Resource Management:
● Namami Gange Programme
● Atal Bhujal Yojana
● Jal Jeevan Mission
● Catch the Rain Campaign

Nature-Based Solutions and Urban 
Resilience:
● Smart Cities Mission
● Amrit Bharat Station Scheme
● National Urban Livelihoods Mission

International Commitments and 
Partnerships:
● Nationally Determined Contributions
● International Solar Alliance
● Coalition for Disaster Resilient 

Infrastructure
● BASIC group

Economic and Policy Incentives:
● Perform, Achieve, and Trade
● CAMPA
● National Legislations
● National Green Tribunal
● Subsidies for Renewable Energy

CONTEXT :  Key takeaway from NEXUS report by Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).
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Some data:
● Combined fiscal deficit reduced 

from 2020-21

● “state governments have in the 
years thereafter stuck firmly to the 
path of fiscal consolidation”
○ State Institutions of 

transformation u/NITI
○ Direct Benefit Transfers
○ Shift towards market 

borrowings

Some Concerns:

Syllabus: Prelims : Economic & Social Development
Newspaper:   Indian Express  Page No: 10

RBI report on State finances
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Way forward:
● Royalty Rates on Minerals
● Rationalisation of Schemes
● Independent debt management cell 

@States
● 16th Finance Commission

● Strengthening the role of Local 
Bodies

● Capacity-building
● Rationalizing Revenue Deficits; NOT 

Capital Receipts
● Private Investments to Less 

Developed State

Syllabus: Prelims : Economic & Social Development
Newspaper:   Indian Express  Page No: 10
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Syllabus: Prelims : Economic & Social Development
Newspaper: Indian Express    Page No: 17
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What to expect wrt Compensation 
Cess?

Syllabus: Prelims : Economic & Social Development
Newspaper: Indian Express    Page No: 17

Agenda for 55th GST Council 
Meet
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Syllabus: GS3 : Infrastructure
Newspaper: The Hindu   Page No: 8

Undersea cables to boost 
connectivity
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WESTERN GHATS facts:
● 1600 km long 
● Tapi estuary to Kanyakumari in 

South 
● UNESCO WHS & 36 Biodiversity 

Hotspots 
● Meets Eastern Ghats @Nilgiri 
● Highest point: Anamudi 

Syllabus: Prelims : General issues on Environmental ecology, Bio-diversity & 
climate change
Newspaper:  Indian Express  Page No: 7

Gadgil Report on Western Ghats
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Syllabus: Prelims : General issues on Environmental ecology, Bio-diversity & 
climate change
Newspaper:  Indian Express  Page No: 7
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\

ABOUT: 
● Length: ~ 2 in 
● Wingspan: ~ 3 in
● Invasive Species in North America
● Stings are extremely painful and 

can be fatal
● Ability to quickly decimate 

honeybee colonies
● Asian giant Hornet
● European Hornet

Syllabus: Prelims : Current events of National & International importance
Newspaper: Indian Express   Page No: 12
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Daily Quiz

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services (IPBES): 

1. It is an independent intergovernmental body.
2. It functions similarly to the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
3. India is not a member country of the IPBES.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Fiscal Responsibility & Budget Management 
Framework: 

1. It directs the Government of India to restrict 
the general government debt to 60% of the 
GDP by 2024-25.

2. It directs the Government of India to restrict 
the fiscal deficit to 3% of the GDP. 

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding 
the GST Council: 

1. It is a statutory body created under the Act by 
the Government of India.

2. Both Central & State Governments have equal 
voting power in the GST council.

3. Any decision to be passed in the council 
requires the support of the three-fourth. 
majority 

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Western Ghats: 

1. It starts from the Tapi estuary in the 
North & extends to the Nilgiri 
mountains in the south.

2. It meets the eastern ghats at the 
Nilgiri mountains.

3. Anamudi Peak is the highest 
mountain peak in the Western 
Ghats 

How many of the statements given 
above is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Northern Giant Hornet: 

1. It can quickly decimate honeybee 
colonies.

2. The insect was first spotted in the 
Eastern Ghats in India.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

The 
Analyst 
Handout

21st December, 2024




