VAJIRAM & RAVI

Institute for IAS Examination

JIRAM & RAV/

n

CURRENT AFFAIRS Handout

21st December 2024




The
Analyst Productivity of the Indian

Handoul Parliaoment

21st December, 2024

lagipam & RAVI

CONTEXT : “The first winter session of 18th Lok Sabha ended on December 20 as one of
the least productive and most acrimonious in history.”

What is Parliament Productivity? One Bill passed in the first six months o
- Four Bills were introduced in this session.

L — “WE, the people" Two of these provide for simultaneous
elections to Lok Sabha and state

Assemblies. One Bill, the Bharatiya

Amount of Iegls.latlve Vayuyan Vidheyak, 2024, was passed in
work accompllshed both Houses. Five Bills were passed by
during asession one House and are pending in the other.

=  During the 18" Lok Sabha, 15 Bills have
been introduced, and three have been

m referred to Committees. Four Bills
® Number of Slttlngs introduced retain most provisions of the
° Length of each Sitting Acts they seek to replace.
e Number of members
Present
e Disruption f the term; lowest in the last six Lok Sabha terms
Legislation in the first two sessions of Lok Sabha
Decline of Parliament Productivity in 60 - 55
Recent Years: 2 38 2
£ 404 30 32 30
Parliament functioned for about half of its sched| & 21
g 20 A 17 17 15
Lok Sabha 2 10
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat o | I 1
Nov 25 - 29 o 5% 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 18th
Dec2-6 % % 24% % Lok Sepha
H |ntroduced Passed
Dec9-14 ° ik 62% . 70 Lo Note: This excludes Finance and Appropriation Bills.
Dec 16 - 20 Y% 99% % % % : : : : .
Functioning of Question Hour significantly affected
B 0%30% 30%-60% 60%-90% [l 90% or more

Question Hour functioned for 44% of time in LS, and

Note: Each cell shows functioning time as a percentage of scheduled time for t

Sabha discussed the Constitution on December 14, 2024 (Saturday). 100 2 % in RS
- 0
1led time
75%
Rajya Sabha 50
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 250/" ‘ ‘ ‘ |
- ; ° i
Nov 25 - 29 B «~ 0% L1
0, 0,
Dec2-6 LA 22 2 R A NINRERITS
Dec 9-13 7% 5% R R R EEEEEEEE K,
Dec 16 - 20 153% 8% mz@z0z2z0=2z0=z002

Lok Sabha = Rajya Sabha

Note: BS - Budget Session, MS - Monsoon Session, WS - Winter Session. Question Hour
t day; itti held in either H N ber 26, 2024. Lok . ; !
i Gay: no sTHng was et In efier Totise o Tovember % | was not held during MS 2020 due to COVID-19.
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CONTEXT : “The first winter session of 18th Lok Sabha ended on December 20 as one of
the least productive and most acrimonious in history.”

Resolutions for removal of Lok Sabha Speaker

No Deputy Speaker since 2019

Date Lok Sabha  Speaker Outcome
, Days to election of deputy speaker
Dec 18,1954 1st GV Mavalankar  Negatived
. Notice admitted; Insufficient 2,000 A o 1,816
Nov24,1966  3rd Hukum Singh support for initiating motion Entire five-year term
Apr 15, 1987 8th Balram Jakhar Negatived 1,500 + v
2
Motions for impeachment of judges in Parliament = 1,000
Year Judge Outcome |
V Ramaswarni >0 91 g5 510 70 | &
1991 Motion did not pass in Lok Sabha 177 712813117°'35 | 777
(Supreme Court) 0 n =
2011 Soumitra Sen Passed in Rajya Sabha; the Judge resigned B2 PEESEESEEEEESEEESSES
(Calcutta High Court)  before Lok Sabha discussed motion ok iseREe L S E e s
Quallity of debate:
e No half-an-hour or short duration Factors Contributing to Diminishing
discussions were held Productivity in the Indian
e Constitution discussed for 33 hours Parliament:

No adjournment motions discussed in Lok Sabha in the

Frequent disruptions

°
last 10 years : .
s " Y e Anti-defection measures
7 5 e Weak Committee culture
! 6559, 5 e Underrepresentation of marginalized
514 8 2 groups
0 ute 0099 o Rushedpassage of bills
B2 TEESEEESEEEEEEEEESES
T TPLELEe22-023 22 =2 Slowrisein the representation of women in Lok
Lok Sabha
Note: * indicates a term less than five years; ** indicates a six-year term. Percentage of women MPs in Lok Sabha
Data for 18" Lok Sabha till December 20, 2024.
. T 16% -
Pvt member business: 7%
e  Every Friday °
° 2% hours 12% -
. . . , . 10% -
Private Members' Bills Private Members' Resolutions
72} %
100 g 10 25
2 68 2 8 6 7 6% A
= e |
= 50 - 5, 45
£ 2 2% -
2 00 00 5 2 0 1
0 = 0%
Lok Sabha  Rajya Sabha Lok Sabha  Rajya Sabha TESSEEEESEEEEEEEE
- :.ri]frtggufg;(;ntroduction m Listed in agenda Discussed Sources: Gender-Wise Statistical List, Lok Sabha, 2019; PRS. S
1
Discussed

7\
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CONTEXT :

“The first winter session of 18th Lok Sabha ended on December 20 as one of

the least productive and most acrimonious in history.”

60%

40%

20%

0%

k Sabha

Percentage of women in some national legislatures

46% 46% 45%

S 2 8 8 8 2 S v §F S S
@« = = » N =
S S Es3 e 8585 8 3¢ 8
g & © £ = T m = ©
22:255 8 % B
aa]

Sources: Inter-Parliamentary Union Website as accessed on September
19, 2023; PRS.

60%
40%
20%

0%

80% -

11 I

Fewer Bills being referred to Standing Committees

% Percentage of Bills referred to Committees

14h LS 15h LS 16th LS 1hLS

Way forward:

Leverage Technology
Strengthening Role of the Presiding
Officer

Right to Information Act by public
Youth Engagement in Politics
Diversity and Representation
Capacity-building

Improve Preparation and Scrutiny of
Bills

Constructive and Consensus-based
Politics

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTIONS:

To what extent, in your view, the
Parliament is able to ensure
accountability of the executive in
India?
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Tl Independent What does the latest report say?
intergovernmental body
= ¢ $58trillion of global GDP
e Unaccounted-for costs: at least
— “does not produce new .
silence® $10-25 trillion a year
Wh t . Land use change —
atis — Function: Similar to the 1l
|ntel'.govel'nm.ent°| lﬂm‘rm‘ m‘ on Intensive unsustainable
SCIence' Pollcy cnm cmnge agricultural production
qutform on d Human‘ Increased use of
Biodiversity and g‘,om natu;e lzijieurgis ;?dd fertilizers and pesticides
Ecosystem iy
Services? adquc st p—
do?ﬂ?;ﬁmg‘ﬂs soﬁgigjr:ig?i\i/relrs
— Informs multilateral vl —
environmental processes
€—
Negative health water quality
outcomes and reduced
- .Ku 1 'ng"“m Ghbdl human well-being
Biodiversity Framework”
Interlinkages: Influences Reduced biodiversity
Climate éhange: ;nf u'ar;ir:f;ﬁgitt;ﬁ;waeen

Interdependencies: One or
more elements in a
system are dependent on

another to function Tra nsformative ApprOOChes to
Cas_cading impacts: When Natu re Management:

acting on one element

results in o chain of e Sustainable diets and nature-based
other elements solutions

Compounding impacts: [ ] Finance & TEChnOIOgy

When changes in one or . .

e B e Economic Rationale: create $10
o SRRl trillion in opportunities and 400

million jobs by 2030
Feedback loops: Changes .
in the interlinkages among w o |nc|USIve growth G ppI’OGCh

multiple elements that

reinforce o baance the e Restoration of carbon-rich
SIS R o or more ecosystems
..... es: Understanding the interlinkages | [BuARRRAARE e Reciprocal Human-Nature
tems in & holistic manner to develop integrated | [PANSMNNNATEAN Relationships
e e e = e Ensuring fair access and benefits
Ul .o, | ¢ Sustdinable diets and nature-based
and without regard to nterlnkages,resuling in | A solutions
=l ESHEED s element
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CONTEXT :

Key takeaway from NEXUS report by Intergovernmental Science-Policy

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).

Some Indian Government efforts:
Climate Action (NAPCC & State

plans ):

e National Solar Mission

e National Mission for Enhanced Energy
Efficiency

e National Mission on Sustainable

Habitat

National Water Mission

National Green India Mission

Biodiversity Conservation:
National Biodiversity Action Plan
Project Tiger + similar
Eco-Sensitive Zones

New NPs and TRs

National Afforestation Programme

Food Security and Sustainable
Agriculture:

e Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana

e Soil Health Card Scheme

e Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana

e  ZBNF, Organic Farming

Sustainable Development and

Pollution Reduction:
e National Electric Mobility Mission Plan
National Green Hydrogen Mission
PM eDrive
BioFuel promotions
State specific

Water Resource Management:
Namami Gange Programme
Atal Bhujal Yojana

Jal Jeevan Mission

Catch the Rain Campaign

Nature-Based Solutions and Urban
Resilience:

e Smart Cities Mission

e Amrit Bharat Station Scheme

e National Urban Livelihoods Mission

International Commitments and
Partnerships:

¢ Nationally Determined Contributions

e International Solar Alliance

e Coadlition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure

e BASIC group

Economic and Policy Incentives:
e Perform, Achieve, and Trade

CAMPA

National Legislations

National Green Tribunal

Subsidies for Renewable Energy

India’s Contribution to ISA

The Indian Renewable Energy | Coal India & NALCO are
Development Agency (IREDA) | aiso likely to ==
and the Solar Energy Corpo- announce similar \ vz
ration of India (SECI), both of | contributions soon
them arms of the Ministry of — =

New and Renewable Energy Indla has .:Iso.set asnce'
(MNRE) have already committed | fTve acres of land In Gur-

$1 m“lion each gaon, next to the National

Institute of Solar Energy.
to house the headquarters
| Of the ISA
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Syllabus: Prelims : Economic & Social Development
Newspaper: Indian Express Page No: 10

Some data: Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
e Combined fiscal deficit reduced Management Framework
from 2020-21
Chart I1.2: Key Drivers of Change in GFD during 2022-23 over 2021-22 Gen govt debt to 60% of GDP by
i . 277 0.1 0.06 0.31 o 268 2024_25
L — Fiscal deficit to 3% of GDP
’ 8 C o Formulation of fiscal policy
: strategies
e “state governments have in the
years thereafter stuck firmly to the
path of fiscal consolidation”
o State Institutions of
transformation u/NITI
o  Direct Benefit Transfers Some Concerns:
o  Shift towards market
borrowin gs However, the report also flags several areas of concern. For one, the power sector. The

losses of power distribution companies stood at a staggering Rs 6.5 lakh crore by 2022-

23, despite many attempts to improve their financial metrics over the years. To put this

loss in perspective — its equivalent is around 2.4 per cent of GDP. In recent years, states

2o 44 havg also §een a sh:flrp increas.e in subsidies, due to “farm loan waivers, f.ree/subsidised

Z A services (like electricity to agriculture and households, transport, gas cylinder and cash

34 35 transfers to farmers, youth and women”. The amounts involved are significant. According

& a0 29 %% |to an Axis Bank report, 14 states now have income transfer schemes for women with a

&0 o o “ spending of Rs 2 lakh crore. This amounts to roughly 0.6 per cent of GDP. Such forms of

10 g0 20 spending will limit the resources available to governments for expenditure on more pro-

i3 ductive avenues. Then there are contingent liabilities. As per the RBIreport, state guaran-

tees have witnessed a steady increase, rising from 2 per cent of GDP at the end of March
2017 to 3.8 per cent by March 2023.

Chart II.1: Gross Fiscal Deficit

Per cent of GDP
o
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Sources: Budget documents of State governments; and Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG).

Chart I1.4: States’ GFD-GSDP Ratios in 2024-25(BE)
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Gyllabus: Prelims : Economic & Social Development )

Newspaper: Indian Express Page No: 10

ate more debate in the coming weeks and months.

As state debt remains considerably above the level recommended by the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management review committee, the RBI report calls for —
rightly so — a “credible roadmap for debt consolidation.” In particular, it says that states
with highlevels of debt — these would include states such as Punjab, Bihar, Keralaand West
Bengal — “may establish a clear, transparent and time-bound glide path for debt consol-
idation.” The report also calls for “next generation” fiscal rules which, while providing
states the flexibility to deal with shocks such as the pandemic, would be guided by the ob-
jective of ensuring medium-term fiscal sustainability. These suggestions should gener-

Way forward: .
e Royalty Rates on Minerals
e Rationalisation of Schemes
e Independent debt managementcell
@States
e 16th Finance Commission

Strengthening the role of Local
Bodies

Capacity-building

Rationalizing Revenue Deficits; NOT
Capital Receipts

Private Investments to Less
Developed State
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Constitutional body (Ar. 279A) 55TH GST COUNCIL MEETING
WHAT TO EXPECT?

Ob]ectives of GST Council * The 55th GST Council Meeting, scheduled for December 21,
2024, in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.
Whatis the * key updates on GST rates, insurance relief, and compliance are
Goods and expected. Stay tuned for changes impacting taxpayers
sel'Vices COmposltIon businesses, and the economy!
Tax ~ KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Council?

Q Insurance Relief: Proposed GST exemption for senior citizens' health
insurance and term life insurance to reduce financial burdens.

Q Rate Changes: Likely GST cuts on essentials and hikes for luxury items
like shoes (¥15,000+) and watches (¥25,000+).

a Healthcare Costs: GST on critical cancer drugs may drop from 12% to

Dual GST model 5%,

Q Compliance Simplification: Introduction of B2C e-invoicing and
measures to ease business operations.

Mandates for the GST Council

()

Council Shall make Recommendation
tOThQ Unionand'nleSmlm' Regmding, This meeting could reshape GST policies, offering potential relief to

taxpayers while ensuring economic stability.

Taxes to be Taxed and Exempted
Subsumed Goods and Services Model GST Law AS THE state finance ministers

and Centre converge in Jaisalmer
Special Rate for  |for the 55th Goods and Services
Addl. Resources | Tax (GST) Council on Saturday,
Special Sttus thereis likely to be a renewed fo-
us for Inclusion of 1 ing the tax burden

Some States / Petroleum Produets | |65 aople by reducing rates on

Guided by need for Harmopised Structure of GST, ;r;a}zz-; zg?g?rgt;g?vllté?ﬁsﬁf
Development of Harmonised National Market

ance premiums, bicycles and
VOTING STRENGTH

Threshold Limit Rates of Tax

packaged drinking water. The
Centre Council, however, will also con-
1/3 VOTE IN COUNCIL sider hiking rates for higher-end
items such as wrist watches,
shoes, expensive readymade
States garments as a move in the direc-
2/3 WEIGHT IN COUNCIL tion of pricing-based tax differ-
ential rates under the indirect tax
regime that was introduced over
seven years ago.

DECISIONS NEED
75% VOTE SUPPORT
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The Council is also expected
to take up another key item for
discussion that has remained
outside the ambit of GST — avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF).
Petroleum products including
ATF are outside the GST regime
and airlines are not able utilise
credit on taxes paid on ATF — a
key input which comprises over
40 per cent of airlines’ operating
expenses. Currently, the Centre
and states levy taxes on ATF in-
cluding excise duty and value
added tax. Additionally, the

What to expect wrt Compensation

Cess?

The compensation cess was
proposed to be levied for five
years after the rollout of GST, till
June 2022, to compensate states
for revenue loss. In 2022, the
Council decided to extend the
levy till March 2026 to repay the
interest and principal amount
of the Rs 2.69 lakh crore of loans
taken in 2021-2022 to pay off
states’ revenue loss during
Covid years. At its meeting on
September 9, the Council de-
cided to set up a GoM to decide
the future course of the cess.

The GST rates for some sin or
demerit goods such as tobacco
and aerated drinks are also go-

What is the GST Cess?

Compensation for states

— Non-lapsable fund

ing to be discussed in the Council
as some items may face a special
rate of 35 per cent in the future.

The GoM on compensation
cess has sought an extension of
its deadline to submit a report
by December 31 this year to

——

GST cess is levied on Both intrastate
__ Shared in half wrt non utilisation & inter-state supply of goods or =) |
services to provide compensation to M ‘
| the States for loss of revenue due to
</ the implementation of GST.
Levied on luxury, sin, and demerit \~—/J
goods —

The GST Compensation cess would
be imposed for a period of 5 years
from the day of GST implementation.
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:GCP North Virginia region GCP Belgium region:

: Point of presence (POP) —
: T A

el

’ Landing station Landing station: :
EEmme ] French west coast :
L L] (1] :

i Optical
i transmission gear

‘... Power feed
equipment

Atlantic ocean 7
Underseacable -...:
US customers -@—- Shallow sheath

—@— Deep sea sheath

EU customers

Decoding the news

ith data use in- Both cable systems, | Bangladesh connection
w creasing year || cumulatively over 15,000 | The Bangladeshi govern-
on year, India’s | kilometres in length, are | ment recently put on hold

undersea cable network is ||owned by Reliance Jio, |plans by Internet service
growing. Two new cable | with a strategic investment | providers in that country
systems are set to be |[from China Mobile. The | to sell bandwidth to North-
launched in the coming | IAX connects Chennai and | €ast India, according to re-
three months: the India | Mumbai with Singapore, |Ports from local media.
Asia Xpress (IAX) and the || Thailand, and Malaysia in || This setback, however, has
India Europe Xpress (IEX), | Asia, and the IEX connects |limited impact for India,
both connecting India with | them with France, Greece, ;ald Seves dChattop ?)(li
additional Internet links to | Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Ve, B Unceea S

2 : industry veteran. North-
the two continents. This | Djibouti. This adds to the east States are already

cently. The new cable sys- || dozens of cables landing in | served by fibre laid on top
tems bolster India’s || India, mainly in Mumbai | of the Power Grid Corpora-

“defense strategy in terms || and Chennai. tion of India’s transmission
of the resilience of the ca- lines, and this fibre ac-
bles against physical dam- counts for “hundreds of gi-
ages or digital disruptions gabits” per second of con-
from cyberattacks by state nectivity, Mr.
or non-state actors”, Mr. Chattopadhyaya said, suffi-
Panda wrote in a paper for cient for current connec-| .

the Marine Policy journal. tivity needs. g
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WESTERN GHATS facts:
e 1600 km long

South

Hotspots

e Tapiestuary to Kanyakumariin
e UNESCO WHS & 36 Biodiversity

e Meets Eastern Ghats @Nilgiri
e Highest point: Anamudi
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GADGIL REPORT

» Recommended that the entire stretch
of the Western Ghats should be declared
an Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA)

» |t divided the region into three
zones - ESZ1, ESZ2 & ESZ3 - and gave a
broad outline of certain restrictions for
each zone

» It recommended the determination of
an area as ESZ1 or ESZ2 or ESZ3 be done
at the block/taluka level

» No new polluting industries (red and

orange category) were to be permitted in
ESZ1 & ESZ2. Existing industries were to
be phased out by 2016

KASTURIRANGAN REPORT

» Divided the Western Ghats into two:
natural landscape and cultural landscape
» Of the natural landscape, it picked out
merely 37% as “biologically rich” and
“with some measure of contiguity.” Any
restrictions were only placed in this area
» It proposed the demarcation of ESA
be done at the village level

» Only red category industries

(heavily polluting such as mining)

E/ght Degree Channel Gape J;SRI LANK)A
| Comorin Heas o) were COllthte’ restricted
MALDIVES INDIAN : .
OCEA N - © Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.
Major Eco-sensitive Zones of India Y. i 9
EnviroVigyan

Eco-Sensitive
Areas (ESAs)

(MoEFCC) under Environment Protection Act 1986.

Located within 10 kms around Protected Areas, National Par
and Wildlife Sanctuaries.

Northern Tamil Nadu l.
Southern Andhra Pradesh d

Act as a transition zone from areas of high protection
y! areas involving lesser protection.

.

The purpose of declaring ESAs is to create some kind of “"shock absorbers" to the protect
areas by regulating and managing the activities around such areas.

Notified by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

ks

to

‘5
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VETERAN ECOLOGIST Madhav
Gadgil, who received the UN'’s
highest environmental honour
— the ‘Champions of the Earth’
award — for 2024 last week, em-
phasised the role of local com-
munities in protecting the envi-
ronment while speaking to The
Indian Express.

He said that Gram Sabhas
and locals should be part of the
decision-making process re-
garding carrying out activities
such as rock quarrying in ecolog-

Gadgil was the chairman of
the Western Ghats Ecology
Expert Panel (WGEEP), which
submitted a report in 2011 —

later came to be known as the
Gadgil report — and recom-
mended demarcating the
Western Ghats into different lev-
els of ecologically sensitive area.

ically sensitive areas in Western

tom-up, and not vice versa. In
low-sensitivity areas, rock quar-
rying can be allowed with sug-
gestions from well-organised
community groups such as

Ghats.
Decoding the news
He said, “The approach for : “Most of these quarries are il- The ecologist also pointed
making decisions has to be bot- | | legal and do not have adequate || out that India needs to revise its

permission from the local dis-
trict collectors. My friends in
Kerala have told me that a large
number of the quarries are
owned by members of political

Kerala's Kudumbashree [acom-
munity network and poverty
eradication programme that
aims to empower women|.
These groups should be given
the contract for rock quarries

and asked to manage them.”

Gadgil also accused “tea es-
tate owners and their friends” of
building resorts and lakes in the
area which are further increas-
ing the pressure on the land and
making it more vulnerable to
landslides.

outlook on economic growth. He
said that the country needs to fo-
cus on the development of four
main components — natural
capital, human capital, social
capital, and man-made capital.
“We cannot just focus on
man-made capital, which in-
cludes mining and polluting in-
dustries for economic growth.
That is because man-made cap-
ital, in the long term, adversely
impacts natural capital and hu-
man capital. It severely affects
the environment and creates un-
employment by destroying agri-
culture, etc... If we proceed this
way, | am quite sure that we can
pursue a path which will lead to
overall development,” he said.
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THE NORTHERN giant hornet, nick- Convention on Biological Diversity
named the “murder hornet”, has been

eradicated in the United States, the Initiatives

Department of Agriculture said on Related to Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Wednesday. The insect was first spotted Framework (50% by 2030)

in Washington state near the Canadian the

border in 2019. Efforts quickly began to Manageme ’

track down and get rid of the invasive ntgf SR A

_ 2l ! Species
beehive of honeybees in just 90 minutes.

“The hornets can enter a ‘slaughter
phase’ where they kill entire hives by de-
capitating the bees. The hornets then de-
fend the hive as their own, taking the

brood to feed their own young,” accord- o i f .
ing to the Washington State Department The blg hSt 0
of Agriculture. “They also attack otherin- troub le ma kersm

species which poses a threat to bees and .

agriculture. Washington was the only Invqs“’e

state in the US that has had confirmed Alien

sightings of the northern giant hornets. _ i

sects but are not known to destroy entire

colonies of those insects.” Number of allen Invasive specles
ABOUT: as per the NBA

e Length:~2in Terrestrial plants: 53

* Wingspan:~3in Aquatic ecosystem: 55 7z
e Invasive Species in North America ; TOTALALIEN
e Stings are extremely painful and Agriculture ecosystem: 47 | NINV/RS|¥]= ]69

can be fatal Island ecosystem: 14 | ElMISISY
e Ability to quickly decimate

honeybee colonies SOME PROMINENT NAMES
e Asiangiant Hornet = Coconut erlophyld mite = Spiralling white fly = Woolly apple aphid
e European Hornet w (offee berry borer beetle = Cottony cushlon scale = Papaya mealybug

w (otton mealybug = Fall armyworm = Pine woolly aphid
“ Biological invasion ” = Potato tuber moth
PLENTEEL . Y E e
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Ql. Consider the following statements regarding
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services (IPBES):

1. Itis anindependent intergovernmental body.
2. It functions similarly to the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
3. Indiais not a member country of the IPBES.
Which of the statements given above is/are

Q4. Consider the following statements
regarding the Western Ghats:

1. It starts from the Tapi estuary in the
North & extends to the Nilgiri
mountains in the south.

2. It meets the eastern ghats at the
Nilgiri mountains.

3. Anamudi Peak is the highest
mountain peak in the Western
Ghats
How many of the statements given

2.

correct?
a) land2only
b) 2only
c) land3only
d) 1,2and3
Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding
the Fiscal Responsibility & Budget Management
Framework:

1.

It directs the Government of India to restrict
the general government debt to 60% of the
GDP by 2024-25.

It directs the Government of India to restrict
the fiscal deficit to 3% of the GDP.

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT

above is/are correct?
a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) All Three

d) None
Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements
regarding the Northern Giant Hornet:
1. It can quickly decimate honeybee
colonies.
2. Theinsect was first spotted in the
Eastern Ghats in India.
Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
a) 10nly
b) 2Only
c) Bothland?2
d) Neither 1nor 2

correct?
a) 10nly
b) 2O0nly
c) Bothland?2
d) Neither1nor2
Answer: C

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding
the GST Council:
1. Itis a statutory body created under the Act by
the Government of India.
2.  Both Central & State Governments have equal
voting power in the GST council.
3. Any decision to be passed in the council
requires the support of the three-fourth.

majority

How many of the statements given above is/are
correct?

a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: a

Answer: a
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