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Other Crops : 
● Raw Cotton
● Raw Jute
● Copra

Fair & Remunerative Prices (FRP) for 
Sugarcane 

Food Crisis in India in 1960s:

1965 : Agriculture Price 
Commission

1965 : Dantwala 
Committee

1966 : MSP for Wheat

1985 : CACP
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Factors 
Considered

Factors NOT 
Considered

● Cost of 
Production

● Changes in 
Input Prices

● Trends in 
Market Prices

● Demand & 
Supply 
Situation

● Inter Crop 
Price parity

● Effect on 
General Price 
Level

● Effect on Cost 
of Living

● International 
Market Price 
situation 

● Imputed 
Value of 
Family Labour 

● Rent paid for 
any leased 
land

● Imputed rent 
for owned 
land

● Interest on 
Fixed Capital

● Imputed 
value of 
wages to 
family Labour 

Other Factors Considered:

● Swaminathan 
Commission 2004-06 : 
50% more than weighted 
cost of Production

● Budget 2018-19 : 1.5 Times 
of “All India Weighted cost 
of Production”

● States : Declare bonus 
over MSP

Why the demand of Legalization of 
MSP?
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Standing Committee on Agriculture 
Report
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Prelims Practise Questions

Mains Practise Question
Question :  What do you understand by MSP? How the prices o MSP are determined by the 
Government? What are the challenges associated with the legalisation of MSP?
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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India’s AI Surveillance : The Context So what is Artificial Intelligence?

Layers of different satellites in 
different orbits 

Image thousands of Kms of 
area, track movement of troops

Eyes in Sky : GEO Satellites at 
36000 kms 

Current fleet of 54 is “not 
enough” 
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Uses of Artificial Intelligence in 
Governance:

Artificial Intelligence : Emerging 
Issues:

Lack of Proportional Safeguards:

Measuring data driven 
governance against “Right to 

Privacy” 

KS Puttaswamy v. UOI 2017

Informational Privacy shall be 
safeguarded against 

“Ubiquitous Dataveillance” 
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Lack of Proportional Safeguards: Vulnerability of Data Protection Act 
2023

● Section 7 (g) - waves consent when 
processing data for medical 
treatment during epidemic

● Section 7 (i) - exempts government 
from consent requirement for 
processing data related to 
employment

● Section 15 ( c) - citizens shall not 
suppress any material information 
when submitting personal data 

Issues with the Act:
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Artificial Intelligence : Adoption of Global Best Practices

Mains Practise Question
Question : What are the potential benefits of Artificial Intelligence in the Governance? 
What are the challenges associated with the data privacy and AI?
(10 Marks, 150 words)

India’s Model Global Best Practices

● National Data Governance 
Framework Policy (NDGFP)

● AI 4 Bharat Initiative 

● AI Mission (2024-29) 

● Deployment of AI Powered Facial 
recognition technology & CCTV 
Surveillance at Public places

● No publicly available guidelines on 
how data is collected, processed or 
stored 

● EU’s Artificial Intelligence Act : 
○ Categorisation of AI activities
○ Prohibited Real time remote 

biometric identification by Law 
enforcement 

● Consent Mechanism

● Transparency Reports

● Provisions for Judicial Oversights 
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What is a “Strategic Reserve”?

Does India have a “Strategic Reserve”?

Stock of critical resource 
to be released at time of 

crisis

World’s largest supply of 
emergency crude oil

1973 - 74 Arab Oil 
Embargo 

Hurricane hit Oil 
Infrastructure along Gulf 
of Mexico

World’s ONLY strategic 
reserve of Maple syrup

China - metals, grains & 
pork products
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So what is a “Bitcoin”?

“What is Bitcoin”?

Decentralised 
Cryptocurrency

Act as money & form of 
payment

Uses Blockchain 
Technology

“No single institution can 
manipulate the currency”

SYLLABUS:  GS 3 Paper: Science & Technology
Newspaper: Indian Express Page Number: Explained
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Does India have a law on 
“Cryptocurrencies”?

Potential uses & risks of such 
“Reserve”:

“What does Law says?”

Legal to trade & hold

NOT assigned as legal tender

2018 -  Ban by RBI

2020 - Overturned by SC

Regulatory Measures taken:

Section 2 (47A) of ITA

Budget 2022 : 30% tax + 1% TDS 

March 2023 - PMLA

Cryptocurrency & Regulation of 
Official DC Bill 2021

SYLLABUS:  GS 3 Paper: Science & Technology
Newspaper: Indian Express Page Number: Explained
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Origin of the Minority Rights
Article 19 of Austrian 

Constitutional Law 1867 

Little Treaty of Versailles or 
Polish Treaty 1919 

Jews in Poland & Romania 

Muslims in Albania & Greece 

Non Muslims in Turkey & Iraq

In the Context of British  India:

Morley Minto Reforms 1909

Lucknow Pact 1916

Nehru Report 1928

Karachi Resolution 1931

Objective Resolution: 13th 
December, 1946
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“Minority Rights” in the ConstitutionIn the Context of Independent  India:

GB Pant Resolution : Advisory 
Committee on Fundamental 
Rights & Rights of Minorities

Committee on Minority Rights : 
Sardar Patel

Heterogeneous society : “Basis 
of Multiculturalism”

“Term minority has been used in 4 places in 
the Constitution but there is no definition of 
the term “Minority” has been given. Thus 
SC has held that it shall be determined at 
“State Level”. 

Article 29 ● Protection to Religious as well as Linguistic minorities 
● Any section of citizens residing in any part of India having distinct 

language, script or culture of its own have right to conserve the same
● No citizen can be denied admission into any educational institution 

maintained by state or receiving aid out of state funds on grounds of 
religion, race, caste or language 

Article 30 All Religious & Linguistic Minorities :
● Establish & administer educational institutions of their choice
● 44th CA 1978 : State can acquire property but due compensation 
● Impart education in its own language 
● General Laws of land equally applies to Minority Institutions 

SYLLABUS:  GS 2 Paper: Important Provisions of the Constitution
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number: 10
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“Rationale” for Minority Rights

Article 14, 19 & 25 are “not 
enough” for conservation of 

language or culture 

Denying value to Group : 
Undermine Article 21 

Thus Article 29 & Article 30 
becomes necessary 

Ensuring Non - 
Discrimination = Social 

Cohesion under Article 51A 

Essential to political stability 
& Democratic security

Idea of “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam” & “Viksit 
Bharat” 

Kerala Education 
Bill 1957

● Term “educational institution” includes Universities
● State can not impose such conditions in granting aid or 

giving affiliation that institution shall require surrendering 
their minority character

St. Xavier 
College Society 
1974 

● Article 30 ensures equality between majority & minority
● Special protection is historical right

Kesavananda 
Bharati Case 
1973

● Rights under Article 30 are part of Basic Structure of the 
Constitution 

AMU Case 2024 ● Article 30 is facet of equality & Non- discrimination 
● State can not discriminate against minority institution 

while granting aid 

SYLLABUS:  GS 2 Paper: Important Provisions of the Constitution
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number: 10
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Economic Importance of IPEF

Indo - Pacific Economic 
Framework (IPEF)

2022 - Tokyo, Japan

US Led initiative for economic growth in Indo 
- Pacific region

Is it a Free Trade Agreement?

Works upon 4 Pillars

India - Observer Status in Pillar 1 : Fair & 
Resilient Trade
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Fair Economy Pillar Agreement

Corruption including bribery 
erodes stable economic order

Accelerate progress on Anti - 
Corruption measures

Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 
(FCPA) of USA applies to Non- 

US entities as well 

Member states shall be 
asked to enhance 
effectiveness of law 
enforcement 

Consultations but NOT 
compulsions 

Provision for Asset 
Recovery as remedial 
measures in Corruption 
cases 

SYLLABUS:  GS 2 Paper: Groupings & Agreements involving India
Newspaper: Indian Express Page Number: 13
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What is MGNREGA?
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Calculation of Wages:

Ministry of Rural Development

Revises wage rate annually

CPI - Agricultural Labourers

Base Year : 1986-87

2024 : Wage 
increased ₹28 a day

Haryana : 
Maximum daily 

wage : ₹374 

Arunachal & 
Nagaland : Lowest

SYLLABUS:  GS 2 Paper: Important Government Schemes
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number: 13
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ASHA workers:

Largest community 
healthcare programme

10.5 Lakh Asha Workers

Basic Essential Medical 
Provisions

Not recognised as Govt 
workers
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Q1. Consider the following statements:

1. MSP is determined by the Commission 
for Agricultural Costs and Prices.

2. The cost of production is the sole factor 
considered while recommending MSP.

3. MSP is announced for both food grains 
and commercial crops.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: c

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Data Protection Act, of 2023: 

1. The Act permits the processing of 
personal data without consent under 
specific conditions.

2. It applies to both personal and 
non-personal data.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding Bitcoin:

1. Bitcoin operates on a centralised 
blockchain network using proof-of-stake 
as its consensus mechanism.

2. Bitcoin transactions are irreversible.
3. The total supply of Bitcoin is capped at 21 

thousand coins.
4. Bitcoin is classified as legal tender in all 

G20 countries.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: a

Q4. Regarding Articles 29 and 30 of the Indian 
Constitution, consider the following 
statements:

1. Article 29 protects religious and linguistic 
minorities to conserve their distinct 
language, script, or culture.

2. Under Article 30, the right to establish 
and administer educational institutions 
is exempt from the general laws of the 
land.

3. Under the 44th Constitutional 
Amendment Act, of 1978, the state can 
acquire the property of minority 
educational institutions with due 
compensation.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework (IPEF):

1. IPEF is a U.S.-led initiative aimed at 
deepening economic ties among 
Indo-Pacific countries.

2. It includes trade and non-trade pillars 
like climate, supply chains, and 
anti-corruption.

3. India is a member of all the pillars under 
IPEF.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a




