Debroy committee charted the Railways’ path towards viability &
competitiveness, but most recommendation still work-in-progress

Debroy, who passed away late last week, had a special interest in railways, which is
reflected in his series of limericks and the 2015 report.
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The Debroy committee also recommended a major overhaul of IR's accounting system,
which was subsequently taken up. (Express archive)
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Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister for Railways, Information & Broadcasting, Electronics &
Information Technology, told The Indian Express that the government has taken the
report seriously and implemented most of the important recommendations, especially
the empowering of officers. The government also partially acted upon the
recommendation for decentralisation to the division level of the mega organisation, the
treatment of divisions as independent business units and DRMs being empowered to
handle all types of tenders of the division.
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“The

TrEinSIERdIKAVACHISYSIEmS On the line of the expert committee, the Gati Shakti

Vishwavidyalaya was established. We are also working on developing the skill set of the
workforce in the Railways and empowering Railway officers,” Vaishnaw told The Indian
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An official of the Ministry of Railways said, “Unlike other departments, government
support in Railways is required for maintaining better passenger facilities. Privatisation
can work for the Goods system, but it will not be appropriate for the passenger system.
The government felt that its intervention and support should continue and this is why the
liberalisation part was rejected.” The official further said that Railways do have some
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He/She is not first among equals and should
therefore have the powers of final decision-making and veto (in the case of a divided
view),” reads the recommendation of the panel. It was accepted by the government and
the first Chairman and CEO of Railway board was appointed in September 2020 after
the government reconstituted the board in new form.

Off Load the off-line services

Apart from this,
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rolled out on all Indian Railways to prepare its financial statement on Accrual basis in
addition to cash based financial statements.”
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Subscribe to receive the day's headlines from The Indian Express straight in your
inbox

In the end, the Debroy committee recommended “a vibrant performance assessment
system driven by enhanced objectivity and transparency”. To this, the Ministry of
railways said in the parliament that it is “Under Examination”.
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