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CONTEXT: “Contrary to popular belief, American power is not diminishing”



Elections Mechanics in the USA:
● Americans do not directly vote for 

their President
● “Winner-takes-all system”

○ exception of Maine and 
Nebraska

● 7 swing states

What at Stake?
ECONOMY
● Post pandemic
● Cost of living
● Trump’s blanket import tariffs policy
● Harris’s liberal welfarism

ABORTION
● Harris’s trump card
● Roe v Wade verdict in 2022

IMMIGRATION
● Trump’s legacy
● Harris acting tough

FOREIGN POLICY
● US in West Asia and Ukraine
● Trump has long advocated 

disentangling the US from conflicts 
worldwide

CLIMATE
● Trump has been open about not 

caring much for climate change
● Harris’ mixed actions
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Shift Toward Unilateralism:
● Both Trump and Biden 

administrations have displayed 
tendencies toward unilateral actions 
in pursuit of national interests

Biden’s Economic Policies
● Inflation Reduction Act

○ drawn European investments to 
the US

● Weaponization of Finance
○ $ status as a reserve currency
○ Impose secondary sanctions

Implications for India:
● India must avoid complacency 

in this relationship
● Closely monitor and analyze 

shifts within the US polity
● Diplomatic Engagement with 

US Constituencies
● Avoid Over-Reliance on 

Countervailing Alliances
● Realistic Foreign Policy

Mains Practise Question:
The discourse on American 
decline, while historically 
pervasive, does not align 
with current realities. 
Present your arguments. 
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What is CBI?
● Premier investigative agency in India

○ Investigate grievous cases
○ Fighting corruption
○ Investigations on behalf of 

Interpol
● Santhanam Committee on Prevention 

of Corruption (1962–1964)
● Resolution (1963) of Ministry of Home 

Affairs
● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Personnel, 

Public Grievances, and Pensions
● Powers: Delhi Special Police 

Establishment Act, 1946
● Superintendence with CVC, u/ PoC Act, 

1988
● Appointment of Director (PM, LoOp, 

CJI)
○ 2 year tenure (CVC Act, 2003)

General Consent and State 
Autonomy:
● Section 6 of the DSPE Act: CBI needs 

consent from the concerned state 
government before initiating an 
investigation within its jurisdiction
○ "police" and "public order" 

are state subjects
○ “corruption charges” wrt 

Central government 
employees in States

● States Withdrawing Consent
○ Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 

Kerala, Mizoram, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Telangana, 
Meghalaya, and West Bengal

● West Bengal's Case Against the 
Union Government
○ Allegations of Constitutional 

Overreach
○ Union Government's 

Argument
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Way Forward: 
Supreme Court's Interpretation:

States withdrawing General 

Consent not absolute:

● National interest

● Article 131 as a remedy

○ State Of Karnataka v. Union 

Of India (1977)

○ State Of Rajasthan & Ors. v. 

Union Of India (1977)
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● Constitutional Body
○ 89th Amendment Act, 2003

● Composition
○ Chairperson, V-C, 3 Members

● Functions
○ Monitor the safeguards 
○ Investigate and inquire into 

specific complaints
○ Make recommendations
○ Advise the Central and State 

governments 
○ Review the progress of 

development programs for STs.
○ Visit ST areas and interact with 

ST communities to understand 
their problems and aspirations

Powers
● Similar to a civil court
● Can summon and enforce 

attendance of any person, require the 
discovery and production of any 
document, receive evidence on 
affidavits, requisition any public 
record or document, or issue 
commissions for examination of 
witnesses

National Tiger Conservation 
Authority:
● Statutory body: Established under 

the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (as 
amended in 2006).

● Members (Chairperson, Minister of 
State, 3 MPs, Secy MoEFCC, others)

● Purpose: To strengthen tiger 
conservation and manage Project 
Tiger and India's Tiger Reserves.

● Key Functions:
○ Tiger population monitoring 

and assessment
○ Habitat conservation and 

restoration
○ Reducing human-tiger 

conflict
○ Ensuring sustainable 

development around Tiger 
Reserves

○ Advising the central 
government on tiger 
conservation policies

NCST seeks report from 
NTCA

Syllabus: Prelims: Indian Polity & Governance
GS 2: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities 
of various Constitutional Bodies
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What is Tuberculosis?
● Infectious disease caused by 

Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacteria
● Prevention:

○ BCG vaccine (limited 
effectiveness)

○ Early diagnosis and treatment
○ Adequate ventilation in 

crowded spaces
○ Preventing drug resistance

● India's Efforts
○ National Tuberculosis 

Elimination Programme
○ Nikshay Poshan Yojana - 

nutritional support to TB 
patients

○ Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan

○ National Nutrition Mission

Checking a TB contagion

Syllabus: Prelims: General Science
GS 2: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating 
to Health
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Conference of the Parties of 
UNFCCC:
● United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change
● 1st ever COP took place in Berlin, 

Germany, in 1995
● Kyoto Protocol adopted in Kyoto, 

Japan, during the COP-3
● Paris Agreement (COP 21)

○ Legally binding international 
treaty on climate change

● COP 27 (Sharm El-Sheikh): Loss and 
Damage Fund

● Azerbaijan to be the host of COP 29
○ Address unfulfilled 2009 

commitment by developed 
countries of providing $100 
billion annually

○ New annual target above $100 
billion/ year

○ Transitioning away from fossil 
fuels to achieve net zero by 
2050

○ 2-week COP truce

Time for action @ COP29

Syllabus: Prelims: General issues on Environmental ecology, Biodiversity & climate 
change
GS 3: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation

The 
Analyst 
Handout

5th November 2024



Time for action @ COP29
The 

Analyst 
Handout

5th November 2024

Syllabus: Prelims: General issues on Environmental ecology, Biodiversity & climate 
change
GS 3: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation



What is Green hydrogen?
Green hydrogen is a type of hydrogen 
produced through the electrolysis of water 
using renewable energy sources such as 
wind, solar, or hydroelectric power. This 
emits no greenhouse gases, making it a 
sustainable alternative to hydrogen 
produced from fossil fuels.
● Production Process

○ Electrolysis (H₂ & O₂)
○ Renewable Energy
○ Byproduct (O₂)

Applications of Green Hydrogen
● Energy Storage
● Transportation
● Industrial Use
● Power Generation

India’s National Hydrogen Mission:

● Launched: Announced in 2021 with a 
focus on becoming a global leader in 
green hydrogen production.

● Goals:
○ Production Target: India aims to 

achieve the capacity of producing 
5 million tonnes of green hydrogen 
annually by 2030.

○ Domestic Use: Focus on 
decarbonizing the transport and 
industrial sectors

○ Export Hub: Position India as a key 
exporter of green hydrogen to 
countries aiming to reduce their 
carbon footprint.

● Key Sectors Involved: Energy firms and 
Indian Oil Corporation

● Policy Support: Incentives for green 
hydrogen production, pilot projects, and 
partnerships with international 
stakeholders.

Green Hydrogen

Syllabus: Prelims: General issues on Environmental ecology, Bio-diversity & climate 
change
GS 3: Infrastructure; Conservation
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About Monetary Policy Committee:
● Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 

(amended by the Finance Act, 2016)

● Composition

○ Members: 6

○ Voting Rights

○ Tenure of External Members

● Meetings and Process

○ At least four times a year

○ Quorum

○ Decision Announcement (14 

days)

Mandate and Functions

● Policy interest rate

● Inflation Targeting

● Monetary Policy Stance

Monetary Policy 
Committee

Syllabus: Prelims: Economic & Social Development
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Q1.  Consider the following statements regarding 
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI):

1. It is a statutory body that functions under 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

2. Section 6 of the DSPE Act 1946 exempts CBI 
from obtaining consent of State 
Governments.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d

Q2: Consider the following statements regarding 
the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes 
(NCST):

1. It is a Constitutional body created under the 
89th Amendment Act 2003.

2. It has a similar power as a Civil court.
3. The recommendations made by NCST are 

binding on the Central Government. 
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only
c) 1 and 3 Only
d) 1 and 2 Only

Answer : d

Q3: Consider the following statements: 
1. Tuberculosis is an infectious disease caused 

by the spread of a virus. 
2. It can be prevented through BCG vaccines.
3. As per WHO, India has registered an 18% 

increase in TB incidence in the past 8 years.
How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4: Which of the following statements 
regarding the COP of UNFCCC is NOT 
correct? 
a) The first COP took place in Berlin in 

1995.
b) Kyoto Protocol was adopted during 

the 3rd COP.
c) Paris Agreement was signed in the 

21st COP.
d) Loss & Damage Fund was 

established in the recently held COP 
29. 

Answer: d

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding the National Hydrogen Mission: 

1. India aims to achieve a production 
capacity of 5 million tonnes of Green 
Hydrogen by 2025.

2. The mission will help India to achieve 
the Panchamrit Target of becoming 
carbon neutral by 2070.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b
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