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Sectoral Analysis

● Manufacturing Sector Struggles: 
2.2%, down from 7% in Q1 and 14.3% in 
Q2 FY24. (Source: NSO)

● Mining and Quarrying Contraction:  
0.1% due to extended rainfall, a sharp 
decline from 7.2% growth in Q1. 
(Source: NSO)

● Agriculture and Construction Bright 
Spots: grew 3.5%, up from 2% in Q1, 
Construction- 7.7% growth, Q1's 10.5%.

● Slower Services Sector Growth: 7.1%, 
7.2% in Q1 and 6% in Q2 FY24.

● Private Consumption Expenditure: 
rose 6% to Rs 24.82 lakh crore, down 
from 7.4% growth in Q1,  improved 
compared to 2.6% in Q2 FY24.

● Government Spending Recovery 
Government consumption grew 
4.4%, rebounding from a 0.2% 
contraction in Q1, lower than the 14% 
growth in Q2 FY24.

Possible Reasons

● Weak Urban Consumption
○ Rising Food Inflation: 9.7% Oct 

2024 ICRA
○ High Borrowing Costs

○ Stagnant Real Wage Growth:
● Adverse Weather Conditions

○ Heavy Rainfall: Disrupted 
mining and electricity sectors

○ Agricultural Impact
● Manufacturing Sector Challenges

○ Decline in Manufacturing 
Growth

○ Weak Corporate Earnings
● Short-Term Outlook

○ Festive Season Impact

Other Issues in Achieving $5 Trillion 
Economy

● Slow Private Sector Growth: remains 
low, slowing growth.

●  Infrastructure Bottlenecks: hampers 
productivity and efficiency.
○ Example: India ranks 68th 

globally in logistics 
performance (World Bank, 
2020).

● Low Labor Productivity: Low wages, 
skills mismatch, and informal jobs 
limit growth.
○ Example: : India's labor 

productivity is 1/5th of China’s 
(OECD).

CONTEXT: India’s GDP growth slumped to 5.4% in Q2 FY 25, the lowest in seven 
quarters.
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● Agricultural Dependence: still 
employs over 40% of workforce.
○ Example: Agriculture 

contributes only 17-18% to GDP 
(MoSPI, 2023).

● Regulatory Hurdles: Complex 
regulations and tax compliance 
deter investments.

● Example: India ranks 63rd in ease of 
doing business (World Bank, 2019).

●  Environmental Sustainability Issues: 
Climate change impacts and 
pollution harm long-term growth.
○ Example:  India ranked 120th in 

Environmental Performance 
Index (Yale, 2020).

Needed Reforms: CEA
● Deregulation for Growth
● Public Investment Expansion
● Improved Hiring and Compensation 

Policies

Needed Reforms
● Increase Investment in 

Infrastructure: accelerates economic 
growth.

○ ₹111 lakh crore allocated for 
infrastructure by 2025 (National 
Infrastructure Pipeline).

○ PM Gati Shakti enhances 
multimodal connectivity.

● Improve Ease of Doing Business
● Deregulation and streamlining 

business processes.
● Enhance Exports and Trade 

Policy
● Strengthening trade agreements and 

market access.
○ Export growth of 7.9% in FY2023.

●  Promote Digital Economy and 
Innovation: Digitalization drives 
productivity and growth.
○ India’s digital economy valued 

at ₹15 lakh crore in 2025 
(NASSCOM).

● Strengthen Manufacturing and 
"Make in India": Focus on 
manufacturing and industrial 
output.
○ Manufacturing sector 

contributes 16.3% to GDP 
(FY2023).

● Boost Human Capital Development: 
Improve education, skills training, 
and healthcare.
● Skilled workforce drives labor 

productivity.

Mains Practise Question
"India aims to achieve a $5 trillion economy 
by 2025. Discuss the key challenges that 
could hinder this target and suggest viable 
solutions to overcome them.



Background

● Vasectomy Day Celebrated  Third 
Friday of November, with India 
participation

● 2017 India observed a ‘vasectomy 
fortnight’ - increase male 
participation in family planning.

● Decreasing Male Sterilisation: 
● NFHS-4 (2015-16) and NFHS-5  

around 0.3%.
● Gender Disparity in Sterilisation 

Rates
● Female sterilisation ~ 37.9%, 0.3%.
● Challenge to achieving SDG 5 — 

gender equality.

Introduction to India’s Family Planning 
Programme

●  1952: National programme for family 
planning 

● Initial focus- improving maternal and 
child health.

● Later shifted toward population 
stabilisation.

● Between 1966-70, about 80.5% of 
sterilisation procedures were 
vasectomies.

● Emergency Period (1975-77)- most 
aggressive sterilisation campaigns.

● Focus shift-  female sterilisation, 
influenced by social and cultural 
factors.

Importance of Male Contraceptives

● Promotes Gender Equality in 
Reproductive Health: Empowers men 
to share

● Reduces Female Contraceptive 
Burden: Eases pressure on women’s 
health choices.

● Enhances Family Planning Options: 
Expands choices beyond female 
methods.

● Improves Contraceptive Awareness 
and Acceptance: Reduces stigma 
and misinformation.

● Contributes to Sustainable 
Population Control: Helps stabilize 
population growth rate.

● Example: India’s population growth 
rate at 1.2% (World Bank, 2023).

● Boosts Economic and Social 
Development: Increases productivity 
and social equality.

CONTEXT: A write up has appeared focusing on various aspects of Contraceptives 
and Family Planning.
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CONTEXT: A write up has appeared focusing on various aspects of Contraceptives 
and Family Planning.

Persistent Challenges
● Societal and cultural attitudes: hinder 

male participation
● Illiteracy, family opposition : discourage 

male sterilisation..
● Misconceptions, male ego,
● Procedural Unawareness: A survey in 

Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar.
● Common Perception: Male Economic 

Hardship
● Inadequate skilled Professionals  in rural 

areas
● Community health workers: lack 

knowledge of no-scalpel vasectomy 
techniques.

Government Initiatives

Way Forward
● Sensitisation and Education Initiatives: 

awareness programmes and peer-group 
discussions, Social behaviour change 
communication

● Incentives for Male Sterilisation: 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh.

● International Lessons and Best Practices
○ South Korea ,progressive societal 

norms,  gender equality.
○ Bhutan, social acceptability, 

high-quality services, and 
government-run camps.

● The Role of Media and Awareness 
Campaigns
○ Brazil  mass media to spread 

awareness.
○ Vasectomy prevalence  Brazil rose 

from 0.8% in the 1980s to 5% in 
recent years.

● Strengthening the National Health 
System
○ Training more health 

professionals,investing in 
technical advancements for 
non-scalpel vasectomies.

○ Upgraded facilities in rural areas, 
telemedicine support.

● Moving Beyond Policy Formulation
○ Demand- and service-focused 

efforts
○ Effective implementation, NGOs 

and community engagement.

Mains Practise Question
Discuss the importance of male contraceptives 
in family planning in India. What are the 
challenges and potential solutions for 
increasing male participation in contraceptive 
use?"
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SYLLABUS: GS Paper 2 : Education, Government Policies and Interventions
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 17

Prelims Booster
● Establishment: Formed on 

December 28, 1953, as UGC.
● Statutory Status: Became a 

statutory body through 1956 Act.
● Primary Role: Coordinates and 

maintains university education 
standards.

● Regulation: Monitors fake 
universities, autonomous colleges, 
and deemed universities.

● Distance Education: Regulates 
distance education institutions in 
India.

● Head Office: UGC's head office is 
located in New Delhi.

UGC approves Flexible UG 
Degree Completion
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SYLLABUS: GS Paper 2 : Education, Government Policies and interventions
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 17

UPSC Mains 2024
Q11 - What are the aims and objects of recently 
passed and enforced, The Public Examination 
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024? Whether 
University/State Education Board examinations, 
too, are covered under the Act ? (Answer in 250 
words)

Prelims Pointers
Public Examinations (Prevention Of Unfair Means) 
Act passed-February 2024.
Aim:  prevent unfair means in order to bring 
greater transparency, fairness and credibility to 
the public examinations system.

Odisha’s Proposed Anti 
Cheating Law
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● Insurance Penetration:   4% of GDP. 
FY23 
○ Life Insurance:  3% in 2022. 
○ Non-Life Insurance: 1% in 2022. 

● Insurance Density: $92, 2022 up from 
$11.1 in 2001
○ Life Insurance: $70 in 2022. 
○ Non-Life Insurance: $22 in 2022

Prelims Pointers

● Formed under the IRDA Act, 1999, to 
regulate India's insurance sector.

● Works under the Ministry of Finance, 
ensuring transparency and 
policyholder protection.

● Promote a fair, transparent, and 
efficient insurance industry for 
policyholders.

● Issues licenses to insurers, regulates 
their operations, and ensures 
solvency.

● Enforces measures to safeguard 
policyholders’ interests and address 
grievances.

● Encourages penetration, density, 
and innovation in both life and 
non-life sectors.

SYLLABUS: GS 3 Paper : Mobilization of Resources, Capital Market
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 15

Raising FDI Limit in 
Insurance Sector
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National Green Tribunal (NGT)

● Established in 2010: Created under 
the NGT Act, 2010, for effective 
environmental protection.

● Quasi-judicial body: Specializes in 
adjudicating environmental disputes, 
ensuring speedy justice.

● Covers five key areas: Forests, 
biodiversity, air, water, and soil 
pollution.

● Judicial power: Can impose 
penalties, enforce environmental 
laws, and protect ecosystems.

● Principal Bench: Located in New 
Delhi, with regional benches for 
broader coverage.

● No third-party appeals: Bypasses 
lengthy court processes, enabling 
direct environmental redressal.

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)

● Established in 1974: Under the Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Act, 1974.

● Environmental monitoring: 
Supervises air, water, and noise 
pollution levels across India.

● Affiliated to MoEFCC: Functions 
under the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest, and Climate Change.

● Functions of the CPCB, as per   Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Act, 1974, and the Air (Prevention 
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981
○ to promote cleanliness of 

streams and wells in different 
areas of the States by 
prevention, control and 
abatement of water pollution.

○ to improve the quality of air 
and to prevent, control or 
abate air pollution in the 
country.

Prelims PYQ 2018
How is the National Green Tribunal (NGT) different 
from the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)? 

1. The NGT has been established by an Act 
whereas the CPCB has been created by an 
executive order of the Government.

2. The NGT provides environmental justice and 
helps reduce the burden of litigation in the 
higher courts whereas the CPCB promotes 
cleanliness of streams and wells, and aims to 
improve the quality of air in the country.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

SYLLABUS: GS Paper 3 :  Environmental Pollution and Degradation
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 05

Central Pollution Control 
Board
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SYLLABUS: GS  Paper 1  : Indian Heritage Sites, Ancient Indian History
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 11

Prelims Pointers

Prelims PYQ 2019
 Which one of the following is not 
a Harappan site?
(a) Chanhudaro
(b) Kot Diji
(c) Sohgaura
(d) Desalpur

Prelims Booster
● Establishment: Founded in 

1861 by Alexander 
Cunningham under British 
rule.

● Mandate: Responsible for 
conservation, protection, 
and preservation of India's 
monuments.

● Legislation: Operates 
under the Ancient 
Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act, 1958.

● Directorate: Currently 
functions under the 
Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India.

● Excavation Work: 
Conducts excavations at 
historical sites like 
Rakhigarhi and Dholavira.

● Monument Count: 
Protects 3,691 centrally 
protected monuments 
across India.

● Manages 44 site 
museums showcasing 
archaeological findings 
and cultural artifacts and 
India’s UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites.

Lothal Death: Explanation 
sought from IITs and ASI
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Site Name River Major Findings

Harappa Ravi

Planned city layout, granaries, seals 
with scripts and animal motifs, 
evidence of craft specialization 
(pottery, bead-making, metallurgy).

Mohenjo-da
ro Indus

Great Bath, citadel, granaries, 
unique drainage system, 
standardized weights and 
measures, evidence of trade with 
Mesopotamia.

Dholavira Luni

Massive fortification walls, water 
conservation system, unique 
signboard script, evidence of 
long-distance trade.

Lothal
Bhoga
vo

Dockyard, evidence of maritime 
trade, bead-making industry, 
terracotta figurines, rice husk 
impressions.

Kalibangan

Ghagg
ar-Hak
ra

Evidence of fire altars, plowed 
agricultural fields, planned city 
layout with grid pattern, no 
conclusive evidence of horse 
remains (this is disputed).

Rakhigarhi

Ghagg
ar-Hak
ra

Largest known IVC site, evidence of 
large-scale settlements, burial 
practices, and craft production.

Chanhudar
o Indus

Specialized craft production 
(beads, seals, pottery), evidence of 
trade with Mesopotamia, no 
fortification walls.



Q1. Consider the following statements:
1. India ranks 8th globally in logistics 

performance, according to the World 
Bank's 2020 report.

2. India's labour productivity is at par with 
that of China, as per OECD data.

3. Agriculture employs over 40% of India's 
workforce but contributes only 17-18% to 
GDP.

4. India ranks 63rd in the Ease of Doing 
Business Index, according to the World 
Bank's 2019 report.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding sterilization in India:

1. Female sterilization accounts for 
approximately 37.9% of sterilization 
procedures, according to NFHS-5.

2. The proportion of vasectomies was as 
high as 80.5% during 1966–70.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the University Grants Commission 
(UGC):

1. The UGC was established on December 
28, 1953, but became a statutory body 
only after the 1956 Act.

2. The UGC monitors fake universities, 
autonomous colleges, and deemed 
universities.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q4. Which of the following statements is 
correct regarding insurance in India?
a) Insurance penetration accounts for 4% of 

GDP in FY23.
b) Life insurance contributed 1% of GDP in 

2022, while non-life insurance 
contributed 3%.

c) India’s insurance penetration is higher 
than the global average.

d) Insurance penetration in India does not 
include non-life insurance contributions.

Answer: a

Q5. Match the following Indus Valley Sites and 
Rivers:

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) a-1, b-2, c-3
b) a-1, b-3, c-2
c) a-2, b-3, c-1
d) a-3, b-1, c-2

Answer: b
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Site Name River

a. Harappa 1. Ravi

a. Mohenjo-Daro 2. Luni

a. Dholavira 3. Indus




