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Constitution benches pendency: 29 cases, oldest one
on for 31 years

TNN | Jul 31,2023, 01.04 AM IST

NEW DELHI: At last count, the Supreme Court had 69,766 cases pending
before it for adjudication. But what catches the eye is the pendency

According to the law ministry, out of the 29 cases pending before the SC's constitution benches, 18 are pending before five-
judge benches, including the challenge to the abrogation of Article 370. Six cases are pending before seven-judge benches
and five are pending before nine-judge benches, the oldest for 24 years, two others for 21 years and the fourth for 16 years.

Constitution benches disposed of 440 cases during 1950-1959 and 956 during 1960-1969. In recent years, the disposal rate
went down drastically, with these benches adjudicating only 71 cases during 2010-2019 and 19 during 2020-2023. This could
also be because of fewer cases being referred to constitution benches.
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