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News / Explained / Arif and his Sarus: The special bond between crane, Indian farmer

Arif and his Sarus: The special bond
between crane, Indian farmer

Once treated by Arif, the Sarus crane had no future in the wild. But a happy bird does not belong to a
Z00 or its caregiver in jail. The wisest recourse, therefore, is to reunite the two, and let them be.
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Last February, 35-year-old Mohammad Arif (right) brought home an injured Sarus crane he found in his
village of Mandhka in Uttar Pradesh’s Amethi district. Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav (left)
recently met him and the bird. (Twitter/@yadavakhilesh)
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In 2019, for example, a singer made headlines for keeping a sun bear in her Kuala
Lumpur condominium. She claimed to have found the animal in a weakened state

and decided to nurse it back to health. A Malaysian court tried her under the

country’s wildlife laws. Morerecentlyin'2021; awoman was'charged for rescuing

What about India?

keep in his possession, custody or control any wildlife which is state property. If
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eight hours of obtaining such possession. EuFtherunderSections7of the'Actiifa reaction

person is found in possession, custody or control of any wildlife, the burden of Explained

proof for establishing that the possession, custody or control is not illegal is on the What's in a surname: The
origins of 'Modi, its caste

person. links
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What is special about the Sarus?

The behaviour was explained after 75 years when Austrian zoologist Lorenz
Konrad described how young precocial birds (those born with all their feather and
able to see and move around immediately) learn to follow real or foster parents.
Called imprinting, the process starts with hatching so that the chics follow the
appropriate adult for safety.
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since 1998, observed that the window for imprinting could remain open until a

Sarus crane pairs with another.
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Arif and his Sarus: The special bond between crane, Indian farmer

ISRO's successful LVM-3 launch: With OneWeb, how the agency is firming up its
reputation in commercial launches
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“In all probability, the bird in question was a young unpaired one from a flock of
non-breeding Sarus cranes and that is why it bonded readily during treatment,” he
said, adding that the species is anyway well accustomed to farmers and has been

thriving in good numbers since the Green revolution.

What is farmers’ attitude to the Sarus?

Unlike in South-East Asia, Indian farmers have traditionally tolerated the species in
their fields. So much so that the species adjusted its breeding behaviour after
human activities. For example, unlike elsewhere in its global range, Sarus cranes in
India do not wait for the onset of monsoon to start breeding but take the cue from

farmers flooding their fields in anticipation of rain.
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Opposition is being
vanquished by unfair
means. And there is no

associations. As the story goes, sage Valmiki cursed a hunter for killing the male of a

pair of courting Sarus cranes and the words took the form of a perfect verse,

inspiring him to compose the epic.

. Opinion

Sterilisation is the best way
% to address stray dog

. problem

Also in Explained |What’s in a surname: The origins of ‘Modyi’, its caste links

At the same time, the farming community also appreciates the material benefits of Opinion
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having Sarus cranes in their fields. The bird, particularly chicks, are voracious

eaters of mice and other pests. In the night, their shrill calls alert farmers to crop-
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And what next?

Given the biological inclination of the species to bond easily, individual Sarus
craneshavemovedwithipeoplelonmanyI0eeasions For example, back in 1989,

eminent photographer Raghu Rai famously documented how a Sarus crane, MAR 28: LATEST NEWS
onomatopoeically named Kurrkutt, lived with a family in Khajuraho, feeding on In Facebook post, man
chapatis. threatens ‘to kill' PM;

' arrested

—
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administration: Devvrat

“In many zoos around the world, cranes have bonded with caretakers. Once that Morbi bridge collapse| Deposited 50 pc of
interim compensation to victims: Overa Group

happens, the bird is usually not ‘fit’ for release in the wild because the chances of it .
to Gujarat HC
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