Home Explained Political Pulse India Cities Opinion Entertainment Lifestyle Technology Videos Spor

Newsletters (£} @ @ @

warenas — NThe Indian EXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

_ Buy (2
Daily Health Express UPSC
TRENDING A monthly Express

News / Education / Australia's Deakin University to be the first foreign varsity to set up campus in India

[o SRS S Py [o YRS B |

Premium

Australia’s Deakin University
to be the first foreign varsity to
set up campus in India

An official announcement of Deakin's intention to open its first offshore
campus in GIFT City will be made on March 8 during Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Norman Albanese visit to Ahmedabad. Deakin is ranked
266th in the QS World University Rankings and features among the top 50
young universities in the world.
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First foreign university to
set up campus in India
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Deakin is ranked 266th in the QS World University Rankings and features among the top 50 young
universities in the world. (Graphics by Abhishek Mitra)
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The Indian Express had first reported on Sunday that at least two Australian

universities have reached out to the union government to set up independent

offshore campus in India. According to sources, the'Deakin'has'already applied to
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Ravneet Pawha, CEO (South Asia), Deakin University did not wish to comment on
the matter when The Indian Express reached out via email Saturday. IFSCA

Chairman Injeti Srinivas was not reachable for comment.

Deakin has four campuses in Australia — Melbourne (Burwood), Geelong (Waurn
Ponds and Waterfront) and Warrnambool. It hosts students from 132 countries with
Indians making up 27% of the student community followed by China (22%). With
nearly 60,000 total students, the highest number is at its Melbourne Burwood

campus where over 26000 students are enrolled.
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Also read |Australia increases work hours to 48 hours per fortnight for
international students

IFSCA formally started inviting applications from foreign universities for the same

last Thursday. According to a government official, @partfrom Deakin'there’are
more foreign universities that are in talks with the GIFT City regulator. Among

them is another Australian University — University of Wollongong (UOW), which is
ranked 85th in the world and 10th in Australia as per the QS World University
Rankings. As per the Times Higher Education World University Rankings by
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Geography, Law, philosophy and Statistics and Operational Research.

EXPLAINED

After many failed attempts

A UOW spokesperson said the varsity might have a couple of floors in GIFT City to
start classes by May 2023. UOW Vice Chancellor Patricia Davidson is travelling to
India this week along with the Australian Education Minister Jason Clare to meet
with the Indian Education Minister, Dharmendra Pradhan to discuss plans to set up

a campus in GIFT City.

The UOW will be offering undergraduate programmes in the areas of finance, STEM
and business. Sources said that this might change based on the VC’s meeting with

Pradhan this week.

UOW hasn’t fixed the fee structure yet. Admission criteria would be similar to what

other Indian universities follow, the source added.

The UOW spokesperson told The Indian Express that they have seen a huge number
of Indians enrolling in their Australian campus which has encouraged the

university to set up a campus in India.

In 2023, Indian students make up QOW’s largest international cohort, representing
nearly a quarter of their total international enrollment. In total, more than 2,500
Indian students are enrolled at UOW, with business, engineering and information

sciences being the most popular degrees. UOW has more than 8,300 Indian alumni.

However, unlike Deakin University, UOW already has a few offshore campuses in
Dubai, Malaysia, Hongkong and the UAE.
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