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Supreme Court asks Centre to give
details of inflow of ‘illegal’
migrants

Court orders the Home Secretary to file an affidavit before December 11, says
not everyone can settle in India
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Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud, heading a Constitution Bench, hears on December 7,2023 petitions by
indigenous Assamese groups challenging Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955. Photo:
YouTube/@supremecourtofindia5950
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“On one hand, we do not have an open border through which anybody from Bangladesh
can come and settle anywhere in India. At the same time, if we do not take action to curb
illegal migration, then it causes all these problems in India... The feeling in India that
infrastructure is limited, education is limited, public hospitals are limited... We cannot
allow an unlimited influx,” Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud, heading a
Constitution Bench, observed.

Supreme Court hearing on the challenge to Section 6A of the Citizenship Act on
December 7,2023

The Bench is hearing a series of petitions by indigenous Assamese groups challenging
Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955. The groups have argued that the special
provision, brought in shortly after the signing of the Assam Accord in 1985, became a
“beacon” for illegals entering India to settle in Assam, gain Indian citizenship, deprive
the locals of their political and economic rights and destroy the Assamese cultural
identity.

Section 6A had divided immigration from Bangladesh to India into three time periods.
Those who entered India before January 1, 1966 were deemed Indian citizens. Those who
came in between January 1, 1966 and March 25, 1971 were registered as Indians provided
they fulfilled certain conditions. People who crossed over to India after March 25, 1971
were illegals and to be deported as per the law.

To file affidavit

The Supreme Court ordered the Home Secretary to file an affidavit before Monday on the
“estimated inflow of illegal migrants into India, including but not confined to Assam,
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after March 25, 1971", steps taken by the Centre to deal with the illegal immigration and
details on the extent of and timelines for the border-fencing.

Alsoread: Citizenship Act hearing | Government needs latitude to make peace,
says CJI

Chief Justice Chandrachud said India was not an authoritarian country which would
just pick up illegals and deport them. The CJI said India followed due process of law as
there was a genuine fear that innocents would be picked up.

“How much investment is the Government of India taking to make the border
impermeable? What is the government doing to ensure that we have an impermeable
border? We want to know what is being done now against illegal immigration, which is
not only about changing demographics but is also a burden on available resources,” the
Chief Justice asked.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for a respondent party in the case, indicated that

legislative policies like Section 6A “created problems”. “It becomes ‘us versus the others),
he said.

‘Why only for Assam?’

“We want to know what the government is doing in West Bengal,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud said.
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“There is a huge inter-State migration in the IT sector. People cannot say because of this
our culture is being changed. India is one entity. People from no one State can say that
our culture is being affected because of influx from another State,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud clarified.

Get Curated Updates

Sign up for our free newsletters to get in-depth
analyses, previews for the day ahead, thoughtful
roundups and more.

COMMENTS SHARE

Related Topics
judiciary (system of justice) / Citizenship AmendmentAct / justiceandrights / Assam

Latest News

O 14 mins ago - Other States
Congress holds ‘frank discussion’ over Madhya Pradesh election debacle

O 25 mins ago - India

I-T seizures: Modi says money looted from public will have to be returned

O 34 mins ago - India
J&K Police told to follow protocol to avoid attacks

O 42 mins ago - Other States
Six killed in candle factory fire in Pune

READ MORE STORIES


https://www.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/?utm_source=Article_div4_subs&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=Subs&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAvwQkTVHygwoKREMzUkVwWllwdRIQbHB4MDJ4N2d0enY3MWJvMRoMRVhDV1MzMEdKSzdXIiUxODA1ZW84MDljLTAwMDAzMzJhcWs4ZXQ3dTM2aWUzbnUyZWhnKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVQWVJMNDJOUEVGTVkyNjABOgxPVERNSEJZUUMyQlJCDU9UVjJWSU5PRzhLRFBSEnYthADwGGFlZm53MmQ3Y2JaDDQzLjI1MC4xNTguNGIDZG1jaL720qsGcAp4BA
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/623-600/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/citizenship-amendment-act/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/627-600/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/100-81/
https://www.thehindu.com/latest-news/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/congress-holds-frank-discussion-over-madhya-pradesh-election-debacle/article67619633.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/i-t-seizures-modi-says-money-looted-from-public-will-have-to-be-returned/article67619380.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jk-police-told-to-follow-protocol-to-avoid-attacks/article67618893.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/six-killed-in-candle-factory-fire-in-pune/article67618483.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/latest-news/
Yuvrajsinh Gohel


