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Govt takes apex cyber security
agency out of public’s right to
know

The Centre has used its powers given under sub-section (2) of Section 24 of
the RTI Act to exempt CERT-In from the purview of the transparency law.
Using those powers, the Centre has included CERT-In at serial number 27 in
the Second Schedule of the RTT Act.
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Union Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar. (File photo)
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A notification of this effect was issued by the Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) on Thursday.
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“The Right to Information Act, 2005 is administered by the Department of Personnel
and Training, which has apprised that a proposal of the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology for exemption of the Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In) from the said Act by way of inclusion of CERT-In in the
Second Schedule to the Act, was received and the procedure of inter-departmental
consultation, including with the Ministry of Law and Justice was undertaken in
respect of the same,” Chandrasekhar said in written reply to a question asked by

BJD member Amar Patnaik.
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from the purview of the Act.

These 26 intelligence and security organisations are: Intelligence Bureau; Research
and Analysis Wing including its technical wing namely, the Aviation Research
Centre of the Cabinet Secretariat; Directorate of Revenue Intelligence; Central
Economic Intelligence Bureau; Directorate of Enforcement; Narcotics Control
Bureau; Special Frontier Force; Border Security Force; Central Reserve Police Force;
Indo-Tibetan Border Police; Central Industrial Security Force; National Security
Guards; Assam Rifles; Sashtra Seema Bal; Directorate General of Income-tax
(Investigation); National Technical Research Organisation; Financial Intelligence
Unit, India; Special Protection Group; Defence Research and Development
Organisation; Border Road Development Board; National Security Council
Secretariat; Central Bureau of Investigation; National investigation Agency;

National Intelligence Grid; and Strategic Forces Command.

ADVERTISEMENT

“Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the intelligence and security
organisations specified in the Second Schedule, being organisations established by
the Central Government or any information furnished by such organisations to that
Government: Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of
corruption and human rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-
section: Provided further that in the case of information sought for is in respect of
allegations of violation of human rights, the information shall only be provided

after the approval of the Central Information Commission, and notwithstanding
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4 students killed in Uttarakhand In last leg, tunnel ‘Renewed pride
stampede at Tunnel Collapse rescue faces about our
university fest in Live Updates: setback: Drill capabilities’: PM
Kochi Rescue op to breaks, halts Modi takes sortie
resume in ‘next operations on Tejas air...
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