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15 years of 26/11: How Mumbai
terror attacks changed India’s
security infrastructure

From tightening of maritime security and fixing of loopholes in the
intelligence grid, to strengthening of the legal framework to deal with
terrorism, and setting up special agencies to probe terror cases, the 26/11
attacks brought some fundamental changes to India's security apparatus.

Written by Deeptiman Tiwary, C)
— : NewsGuard
New Delhi | Updated: November 25, 2023 18:15 IST U
@ Follow Us g f X

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/15-years-of-26-11-how-mumbai-terror-attacks-changed-indias-security-infrastructure-9042075/ 112



11/25/23, 11:06 PM 15 years of 26/11: How Mumbai terror attacks changed India’s security infrastructure

EXPRESS; o
Sexplair-~-

How mother:
world's large

Outside the iconic Taj Palace Hotel in Colaba where terrorists went on an absolute rampage on
November 26, last year. (Express Archive Photo)
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If the 9/11 attacks woke up the West to the threat of global terrorism, the 26/11
attacks on Mumbai forced it to acknowledge and focus on India’s security
concerns vis-a-vis its neighbourhood. It also exposed India’s under-preparedness in

combating asymmetric warfare of such scale.

The ease with which the 10 Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT) gunmen sailed across the
Arabian Sea, from Karachi to Mumbai, and went on the rampage in the city for four
long days, exposed the gaping holes in India’s maritime security, the chinks in its
internal security grid, and the inadequacy of its counter-terrorism infrastructure
and local police.

Soon after the attacks, some key decisions on the security front were taken by the
government. These included the tightening of maritime security, fixing of loopholes
in the intelligence grid, strengthening of the legal framework to deal with

terrorism, and creation of special agencies to probe terror cases.
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Where the terrorists struck in Mumbai. (Wikimedia Commons)

Maritime security revamp

Post 26/11, the Indian navy was given overall charge of maritime security, and the
Indian Coast Guard was given the responsibility for territorial waters and to
coordinate with hundreds of new marine police stations that came up along India’s
coastline.
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The government also made it mandatory for all vessels longer than 20 metres to
have an Automatic Identification System (AIS) that transmits its identification and
other information — in addition to the international regulation under which AIS is

compulsory for any vessel heavier than 300 gross tonnage.

Intelligence coordination

A decision was taken to strengthen the Intelligence Bureau’s (IB’s) Mu
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