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States fall short of targets to improve
forest cover, quality

Centre had approved a target of increasing tree cover by 53,377 hectares but only
26,287 ha has been achieved; similarly, forest quality improved in only 1,02,096 ha
against target of 1,66,656 ha, RTI query reveals
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National Mission for a Green India (GIM) is one of the eight Missions under the National Action Plan on Climate
Change. File | Photo Credit: The Hindu

India is lagging behind in the targets to increase the number and quality of tree- and forest-
cover plantations set in the Green India Mission, according to data accessed via the Right To
Information Act.
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States with significant shortfall in tree cover include Andhra Pradesh, with a target of 186 ha but
having only achieved 75 ha; Uttarakhand with a target of 6,446 ha but only 1,505 ha achieved;
Madhya Pradesh targeting 5,858 ha but delivering 1,882 ha; Kerala committing 1,686 ha but
furnishing 616 ha; Punjab, unusually committed to 629 ha but having delivered 1,082 ha.

However critics have pointed out that the increase in green cover was almost entirely via
commercial plantations, that —in an ecological sense — couldn't compensate for natural forests
and their biodiversity and, being monocultures, were susceptible to pest attacks.
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