INDIA

Lt. General Anil Chauhan (retd.) appointed next Chief of
Defence Staff

Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI: SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 19:12 IST
UPDATED: SEPTEMBER 29, 2022 04:29 IST

The appointment comes more than nine months after the post fell vacant following
the death of General Bipin Rawat.
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“The Government has decided to appoint Lt. Gen. Anil Chauhan (Retired) as the next Chief

of Defence Staff (CDS) who shall GlSeHicEORESISECietarytoIGoVermentioNdia)

GRGINFETEREHGRASES,” the Defence Ministry said in a statement.
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, the statement said.

In June, the Government amended Service Rules of the Army, Navy and Air Force allowing
retired Service Chiefs and three star rank officers eligible for consideration to the country’s

top military post. However,

Post retirement, Lt. Gen. Chauhan took over as the Military Advisor in the National Security
Council Secretariat (NSCS) from Lt. Gen. Vinod G. Khandare who stepped down from the
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While the tenure of Service Chiefs is 62 years of age or three years whichever is earlier, the
age limit for the CDS is 65 years of age with no fixed tenure defined.

Gen. Bipin Rawat who had served as the 27th Army Chief from December 31, 2016 till
December 31,2019, took over as the first CDS on January 1, 2020. He, along with his wife
Madhulika Rawat and 12 others were killed in a chopper crash on December 08, 2021.

Major task ahead

General Rawat was pushing forward the ambitious plan for reorganisation of the armed
forces into integrated theatre commands among other measures to bring in synergy and
efficiency.
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This task now falls on the new CDS to build consensus and take the reorganisation process
forward, which has been delayed due to lack of complete consensus and objections on
CErRinaSPECESITOMIEEMAIEOIEe. Detailed studies have already been carried out, and table

top exercises executed in the recent past to fine tune the modalities. Additional studies
have also been carried out in this direction.

In addition, the war in Ukraine has added urgency on the need to indigenise critical military
technologies and systems and reduce dependence on imports.
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