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Telangana State

3 08-08-2022 to 22-08-2022 <

L RS ) —

Celebrating the
True Spirit of
Independence

Telangana State plans for grand celebrations for 15 days to
commemorate India's 75" year of Independence ’{‘ \

Government of Telangana has decided to conduct the 75" year of India's Independence in a grand manner. Hon'ble Chief Minister of Telangana £ =
Sri K. Chandrasekhar Rao has called for a grand tribute to the valiant Freedom Fighters who sacrificed their life for India's freedom and to carry out the vision

of these great leaders by taking up development and welfare of all citizens. Today, Telangana has gained the reputation nationally as the best governed

Welfare State. Telangana shines with uninterrupted 24/7 power supply and a strong stable governance ensuring proper development and welfare of all

religions, castes and communities. Telangana has emerged as the most preferred destination forinvestment and real estate.

The state is striving hard to realise Mahatma Gandhiji's dream of self-sustaining Gram Panchayats by developing Model (Adarsh) villages and Urban Local
Bodies. As India celebrates the 75" year of Independence, Telangana is becoming the role model for the nation.

Government of Telangana extends hearty greetings to the people on this momentous occasion.

VAJROTSAVAM DAY-WISE SCHEDULE

Date Programme Date Programme
08-08-2022 | Inauguration at HICC, Hyderabad by Hon'ble Chief Minister 16-08-2022 | Telangana Rashtra Samoohika Jateeya Geeta
09-08-2022 | Commencement of Distribution of National Flags to all Households, Alapana.(Singing of National Anthem in all GPs /
National Flags will be delivered to Collectors, organize function at Municipalities at a designated time)
Dist. HQs with Hon'ble Ministers for commencing distribution, To be arranged in all GPs / ULBs in coordination with SPs /
Collectors to send it to mandals & GPs, Ensure distribution to each CPs.

& every household, Ensure it is hoisted on all households, Flag
code to be followed during hoisting.

10-08-2022 | Vanamahotsavam - Planting of saplings, Setting up of 'Freedom
Parks', Take up planting of saplings in all GPs / ULBs

11-08-2022 Freedom Run - Organise 'Freedom Run' at all Mandals / ULBs in

Kavi Sammelanam in all Districts

17-08-2022 Blood Donation Camps at District HQs, To be organised in
coordination with DM&HO, NGOs with at least 75 Donors.

coordination with Police Department 18-08-2022 "Freedom Cup" Sports Tournaments for employees /

12-08-2022 | Jateeya Samaikyata Raksha Bandhan Youth. To be organised for employees at Mandal level,
Local TV networks to be requested to telecast patriotic Bishctllevaliinic ordinationiwitiis gertsiDepartment
programmes 19-08-2022 Distribution of Fruits / Sweets at Hospitals / Old Age

13-08-2022 | Rallies by students / NCC / NSS /Scouts & Guides / Employees with Homes / Orphanages/ Prisons
Fl_ag & Placards. Con_gregatlon at big ground & release of 20-08-2022 | 'Rangoli' on the theme of Patriotism by SHGs & Women (In
tricoloured balloons in all GPs / ULBs

all GPs / ULBs)

14-08-2022 | Janapada Kalakarula Pradarshanalu in all Dist. / Constituency HQs, : : : - ’
Folk artists performances to be arranged in coordination with 21-08-2022 Special Session of Assembly. Special Meetings of ZPP /
Telangana Samskruthika Sarathi. MPP / GP. Special Meetings of Municipal Corporations /
Fireworks: In the evening, fireworks to be arranged in all Dist. HQs. Municipalities.

u5-08-2022 Independence Day Celebrations 22-08-2022 Valedictory Programme at LB Stadium at Hyderabad. J '

Independent India's Brightest State - Telangana

Issued By: Commissioner, | & PR Department, Government of Telangana
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CROSSWORD 4814
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ACROSS

1 Getting closer - in range possibly
(7)

5 A chiefin front of his followers
(5)

8 Radiator provided by a hotelier
(36)

9l daren’t tear away to get her

3)

10 See aletter goes to the agent (4)
12 More safe somehow but still
terrifying (8)

14 Song about a sailor in Asia (6)
15 A place in the sin bin (6)

17 How initially ownership may
be established (8)

18 Stupid person makes cold soup
4)

210ld priest involved in religious
controversy (3)

22 He should show the way to a
raving lunatic (9)

24 A capital seatI snuggle into (5)
25 He has an exacting role in
Shakespeare (7)

DOWN

1 So one might get caught up init
(5)

2 Boring point of law (3)

31Itis thought to be almost perfect
(4)

4]t carries away the waste from a
fish cleaner (6)

5 Amachine to tune with skill

(8)

6 Riot ideal material for press
comment (9)

7 Sharpshooter employed in the
rigging (7)

11 Quite simple disagreement but
he goes to court (9)

13 State of a girl in the US (8)

14 Having no end in sight (7)

16 Ecclesiastical vestments may
hide them (6)

19 He is finally snookered in
return (5)

20 Cinderella’s sisters were unfair
(4)

23 Inaddition to love (3)

Solutions Crossword 4813: Across: 10ilskins, 5 Bars, 9 Litre, 10 Turn out, 11 Control
panel, 13 Resume, 14 Origin, 17 Lamentations, 20 Distant, 21 Noise, 22 Sink, 23
Coolness. Down: 10nly, 2 Lotions, 3 Kleptomaniac, 4 Notion, 6 Acorn, 7 Settling, 8
Proportional, 12 Preludes, 15 Gunfire, 16 Castro, 18 Mason, 19 News.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

Butallendingsarealso___. Wejustdon'tknowitat thetime

-Mitch Albion (10)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

K
"T

LY

-

<,

——

e .. el

VoW T HE Do GE1 | TS K 06 | [ T WANT Ny T | e GET A MARKER ARD

SOHE L 1’*‘13_ ks i T LA SRR ek, g Y [ WRUT. PR Kook My

WA, THMELR | by A L LY 8 | ThEY P, - & Lohs HayE SHOOE, o 1L OUERH,
WE Wby we D] Tsmock | s Dot e b SRk | | MR ok

FEMETUING T - ] wmEre il 24 \“"—-.— | S {1 3uEs 0

A . M, LS { " M| WAL DN Shod
L F Ty kL N = Al oRe

| W \ | WS T R

N";le—"
dr 3

SUDOKU 4920
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Difficulty Level 4s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in

o
h

each of the nine horizontal
rows andin each of the
nine boxes.
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Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 4919

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
You're not
renowned for your
patience, and it
doesn't take much

to push you to breaking point.

However, if you take evasive

action at the beginning of the

week, you'll avert a struggle at
the end. I know you're
happiest when everyone is
getting on fine, so make it
happen.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Anything that
was settled or
agreed recently
should be binding

and there doesn't seem to

be much that can be added to

existing conditions. However,

you're sure to face differences
of opinion later on, partly

as aresult of your own

need to assert your

independence.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Venus' impact on
your sign goes
through a subtle
shift, and you

have a few days left to

complete emotional

arrangements. If people have
anything to say on the matter,
you will receive a marvellous
invitation. [ have a feeling
you'll be surprised.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
You know that
Cancer is a water
sign and therefore
highly emotional.

This week, though, it's the

intellectuals who will be

making the running, so you
may be wise to keep quiet and
save your ideas for later.

Watch out when you're with

friends - or you'll be left

holding the bill.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

It's not clear
whether it's youora
partner who needs
more freedom, but
one way or the othera
commitment has to be altered.

Some of you may be inclined

to call it a day. You may

consider it more sensible to
hang on for a while and see the
way the land lies.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Venus has certainly
been providing
brilliant conditions
for professional

aspirations. All of you born

under the sign of the Virgin
have discovered that who you
know is much more important
than what you know. You have
also learnt that charm has
many uses.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Professional and
worldly ambitions
sometimes seem so
simple compared

with family and domestic

pressures. The comparison is
largely an illusion. If you take
an impartial look, you'll see
just how well you're doing on
all fronts. And you really don't
have to take sides when
friends fall out.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Everything that
takes place over the
next two weeks
palesinto

insignificance when you

consider what is possible. If

you're ready to go all out for a

major ambition again, light the

blue touch paper and retire.

Please don't let fussy friends

wind you up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Mars is always a
planet to watch in
your personal
affairs, mainly

because it has such a powerful

influence on your general
energy level. Although this
celestial body is now urging
you on to more and more hard
work, financial rewards will
not lag far behind.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
There is no
knowing what
others are scheming
at the moment,

but I think you canrely on

partners' integrity and

sincerity to see that whatever
is done is completed in

line with the very best of

motives. Just make sure that

you don't have to pay for
everyone else.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
You have come to
terms with
emotional upsets,
yet there is still a

lingering sense that a wrong

has yet to be righted. Although
you may now speak your
mind, this may not mean

that ariftis mended just yet.

There may still be some

way to go before you're in the

clear.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

You should enjoy
yourself this week,
aslong, thatis, as
you are able to put
certain cares and worries
behind you. Be a typical

Piscean and separate yourself

from unwanted obligations.

It's amazing how easy you'll

find it to make yourself

invisible.

Dakshin Bi

Regional Office : Patna
Auction Sale Notice Under SARFAESI Act, 2002

har Gramin Bank

b ITTH ST
Bank of India

Possession Notice (for Immovable Property)

"‘ﬂ“l_-

g

ZONAL OFFICE, GAYA ZONE
Rajlaxmi Complex Opposite Vishal Mega Mart
A.P Colony, Gaya-823001, Tel.- 0631-2220129/7004419138
Email: Zo.gaya@bankofindia.co.in
APPENDIX - 1V, Rule 8(1)

Auction Sale of immovable Property mortgaged to the Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Asset and Enforcement of Security Interest Act- 2002 read
with rules 5,6,7,8 and 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement rules,2002), Possession of the following property has been taken over by the Authorized Officer, pursuant to
the Notice issued U/s 13 (2), 13 (4) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Asset and Enforcement of Security Interest Act- 2002 in the borrowers accounts
mentioned below with a right to sell the same on “AS IS WHERE IS” AND “AS IS WHAT IS” basis for realization of the Bank’s Dues on 13.09.2022 started from 11 A.M.

(A) Demand Notice -13(2) |(A) Reserve Price Rs.
S. Borrower’s Name / . (B) Possession Notice-13(4) |(B) EMD
No. Branch Guarantor’s Name PGS A O LR R E ) (C) Balance-Rs + Future Intt|(C) Incremental Bid
& charges Amount
1. | Ramijaipal |[Sri Shivendra Mohan Mortgagor- Sri Shivendra Mohan S/o- Late Manvendra Mohan, Moh- naya|(A) 05-03-2019 (A)% 1,01,00,000/-
Nagar S/0O- Late Manvendra tola, P.O+ P.S- kadamkuan,Dist- Patna Land Details-flat no-302 on 3rd floor in|(B) 27-06-2019 (B) ¥ 10,10,000/-
Mohan annapurna complex Area 1700sq ft.,naya tola,kadamkuan, Deed no-3063,plot|(C) ¥ 90,30,209/- + intt & (C) % 10,000/-
(7417NC00000174 & no-1032, 1033, 1036, 1037, 1038, 1040, 1043, 1044, 1045, 1046 sit no- 80 ,|Charges
74177900000019) circle no- 29, situated at Moh-naya tola, P.O + P.S-Kadamkuan, Dist-Patna,
Mohalla- Naya Tola, PS- |Boundary-North- FLAT NO 103 (ANNAPURNA COMPLEX), South-FLAT
Kadamkuan, Patna NO 301 (ANNAPURNA COMPLEX), East-Boundary wall (ANNAPURNA
COMPLEX), West- Flat no 306 (ANNAPURNA COMPLEX).
2. Ashiana |M/S City Furniture, Prop.- |Mortgagor- Ritesh Kumar S/O —Chandrika Prasad, At-Flat No-102, Block-B,|(A) 15.11.2021 (A) % 94,00,000/-
Nagar Rimjhim Kumari, W/O- Sundari Enclave and Mortgagor-Chandrika Prasad, S/O—jagdish Prasad|(B) 28-01-2022 (B) ¥ 9,40,000/-
Ritesh Kumar 1. Land Details- Area 1025 sq ft. (Flat No-1041st Floor), Sale Deed No-|(C) ¥ 89,68,718 /- + Intt &|(C) % 10,000/-
(74098700000365) 2205, Mauza - Dhirchak, Khata No.—363,364 , Block-A of Sundari Enclave,|Charges
At-Saket Dham, Plot No-1813,1814,1815 Thana No.-16, situated at Vill + PO- Dhirchak,P.S-
Pirmuhani Gardanibagh,Dist- Patna. Boundary- North- Flat No.-102, South-Lift, East-
P.0.-Kadam Kuan Corridor, West—Lift
2. Land Details.-Area-1060Sq. Ft., (Flat No-1051st Floor), Sale Deed No-
2205,, Mauza-Dhirchak,, Khata no-363, 364, Block-A,of Sundari Enclave,
Thana No-16, , Plot no.-1813,1814,1815 situated at —Vill+P.O.Dhirchak, P.S.
—Gardanibagh, Dist.-Patna. Boundary-North-Coridor, South-Balcony, EAST-
road, West-flat no-106
3. Kab R.K. Enterprises Rice Mill,|Mortgagor-Pranay Kumar, S/O-Anish Kumar, Vill+P.O.KAB, P.S.-Rani|A)31.08.2021 A) % 94,57,100/-
Prop.-Anish Kumar, S/O-|Talab (Kanpa), Dist-Patna.801104. Land Details-Area-29 decimal, Mauza —|(B) 21-02-2021 (B) ¥ 9,45,710/-
Sri Ramakant Singh Nisarpura, khata no-400,401,402,404, Thana No-41, Deed No.-6178, Plot|(C) % 48,51,881/- + Intt. & (C) % 10000/-
(73178700000295) no-2193,2194,2195,2196 situated at Nisarpura, Dist.-Patna. Boundary-North-|Charges
At.&P.0.-Kab,P.S.-Rani Kameshwar Singh and Others, South-Village Road, East-Kanchan Singh &
Talab,Dist- Patna 801104 |Others, West-Main Road.

of successful bidders.

property shall forthwith will be sold

Securitization Act 2002.

property proposed to be auction.

again.

Date of Auction 13-09-2022, Venue — Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank, Regional Office, PATNA
1. For participation in the Auction, each intending bidder has to make a refundable deposit (EMD) by way of Pay Order/ Demand Draft, in favour of Dakshin Bihar Gramin
Bank, Payable at Patna. The said EMD will have to be deposited with the Authorized Officer by 12-09-2022 till the auction starts.The said deposit shall be adjusted in case

2. The authorized Officer reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the bid/offer or adjure/postpone / cancel the auction Sale without assigning any reason thereof.
3. The aforesaid property shall not be sold below the reserve price mentioned.
4. If the Bid/ Offer is accepted by the Authorized Officer, the successful Bidder who has offered the highest sale price in the bid has to pay a Deposit of 25% of the Bid
Amount (inclusive of EMD) of the Sale Price immediately on the same day to the Authorized Officer, falling which the Earnest Money Deposit shall be forfeited and the

5. The successful Bidder shall pay the remaining 75% of the bid amount on or before the 15th Day of confirmation of Auction Sale by means of Pay Order/ DD favoring
Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank payable at Patna.
6. In default of payment of balance amount 75% of bid amount within the stipulated period i.e. 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale, The deposit amount (25% of
bid amount inclusive of EMD) shall be forfeited and the property shall be resold and the defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all claims to the property or to any part of the sum
for which it may be subsequently sold.
7. On confirmation of sale by the bank and if the terms of payment have been complied with, the authorized officer exercising the power of sale shall issue a sale certificate
for immovable property/ certificate of sale for moveable property, as the case may be, in favour of the purchaser in the specified format of the bank as per the rules under

8. The property is being sold “AS IS WHERE IS” AND “AS IS WHAT IS” basis and subjects to the condition prescribed in the Securitization Act 2002.
9. The interested parties / Bidders may inspect the property put up for the Auction Sale during the working hours of the bank for which they may contact our Branch
Manager/ Regional Officer with a written request accompanied by the copy of acknowledgment of EMD as aforesaid.
10. The successful Bidder shall bear exclusively all the charges payable for physical possession, Registration Fee, Stamp Duty, Taxes, Statutory dues etc. as applicable.
11. The sale/ auction is subject to confirmation by the bank.
12. The authorized officer will not be held responsible for any charge, Lien, Encumbrances, Property tax or any other dues to the government or anybody in respect of the

13. This is also a notice to the borrower / Guarantor of the aforesaid loan about holding of auction sale on above mentioned dated if their dues are not repaid in full.

Place : Patna
Date : 06.08.2022

Authorised Officer

Daksh

in Bihar Gramin Bank

Whereas,

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the BANK OF INDIA under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section
13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as detailed in the table
hereunder written calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to repay the amount shown in the respective notices
mentioned against their names in the table, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrowers/guarantors mentioned below having failed to repay the amount shown in the respective notices issued u/s
13(2) within the stipulated time, notice is hereby given to the aforementioned borrowers/guarantors and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property/ies (Secured Assets) described in the table
given below in exercise of powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules on
the date(s) mentioned against the respective property.
The aforesaid borrowers/guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property/ies mentioned in the table hereunder written and any dealings with the said property/ies will be subject to the
charge of the BANK OF INDIA for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and interest thereon.

i. Branch, ii. Date
& Amount as per
Notice u/s 13(2)

Name of
Borrower

Details of property

Date of
Possession
of Assets

Shri Neeraj
Kumar

(i) Purani Godam
Branch

(ii) Demand Notice

Date: 25.03.2022,

% 60,00,002/- with

future Interest and

incidental charges

All that part and parcel of the property consisting of Flat No./Khata No.
30(N). Plot No. 411(N), Thana No. 539 comprising of sale deed No.
7014 dated 02.07.2020. In Survey No. City: Mauza- Kajha, P.S.-
Wazirganj, Anchal Office- Wazirganj or Town Survey No. Khasara No.
Within the registration Sub-district Gaya and District Gaya.
Bounded:- North: Rasta and Plot No. 407, South: Plot No. 415(N),
East: Plot No. 410(N), West: Niz Plot KaAnsh

04.08.2022

Shri
Rakesh
Ranjan

(i) Hisua Branch
(ii) Demand Notice
Date: 19.05.2022,
< 36,61,000/- with
future Interest and
incidental charges

All that part and parcel of the property consisting of Mauza- Khata
No.138, S Plot No. Khesra No. 240, Tauzi No. 5084, Thana No. 127,
Mauza: Devi Sarai, Thana: Laheri, Dist.: Nalanda, admeasuring 2
Decimal in the name of Mrs. Anjali Kumari W/o Mr. Rakesh Ranjan,
Bounded:- North: Plot Haza, South: Plot Manmokira, East: Plot Haza
Manmokira and Payne, West: Rohan Mahto.

04.08.2022

* With further interest at applicable rate till repayment.

Date: 04.08.2022

Authorized Officer

Place: Purani Godam/Hisua Bank of India
A o
x GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA Sy O
f % OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
M BALANGIR (R&B) CIRCLE: BALANGIR " SSi [E 5
B-453 e-Procurement Notice i et
BID IDENTIFICATION No: CCE(R&B) BGR/05/2022-23 v e

along with the bid.

Receipt of Bids
7. Date of opening Bid

©

OIPR-34131/11/0008/2223

No. 2725// Dtd. 03.08.2022
1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Bolangir (R&B) Circle, Bolangir on
behalf of Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bid in double cover
system in ONLINE MODE for the construction of works detailed in the
table below from Special/Super Class Contractors registered with the
State Governments and contractors of equivalent Grade/ Class registered
with Central Government/ MES/ Railways for execution of Civil works.
The proof of registration from the appropriate authority shall be enclosed

2. Nature of Work : Road work

3. No. of tender : Road work = 01 no

4. Tender Cost : Rs.10, 000/-

5. Class of Contractor . Special/Super

6. Date & Time of sale & : From Dt.16.08.2022, 10.00 A.M. to Dt.

30.08.2022 up to 05.00 P.M.
: Dt.03.09.2022 at 11.00 A.M.

. The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details
can be seen from the website: http://tendersorissa.gov.in. All future
corrigendum will be available on ONLINE MODE only.

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,
Balangir (R&B) Circle, Balangir.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is notified for the
information of general public
that my client Ms. Hema w/o
Devender Chopra R/o B-2/20,
Yamuna Vihar Delhi is the
owner of Prop. No. B-1/78,
Block-B-1, Yamuna Vihar,
Delhi and he has lost the
original documents i.e.
Original Perpetual Lease
dated 04.12.1979, Original
Mutation Letter dated
08.12.1997 & Original
Conveyance Deed dated
01.05.1998. Our client has
also lodged a FIR dated
24.08.2021 for the same. Any
person dealing with the said
documents may do so at
his/her own risk and our
client shall not be
responsible in any manner
whatsoever, however any
claim on the basis of title
document will be
entertained within 15 days of
publication, failing which any
such right, title, interest, or
claim, if any, will be deemed
to have been waived and not
binding on our Client.

Manoj Kumar, Advocate,

Ch. No. 192, Tis Hazari
Courts (Civil Side), Delhi
Mobile No. 9868581889

Ued/

For All Advertisement Booking
Call

0120-6651214

New Delhi
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Gold medallist Eldhose Paul (left) and silver medallist Abdulla Aboobacker Narangolintevida. AP

India’s double dose in triple jump:
Eldhose, Abdulla bag gold, silver

distance of 14.62 metres when
competition in the triple jump fi-
nal started at the
Commonwealth Games. He had
made the finals of the World
Championships a fortnight ago
but with no 17-m jump to his
name ever, there was no halo.
On Sunday, Paul’s sub-15m
first jump, and a career-best of
16.99m, put him in the flanks of
the two fancied Indians — the
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

EXPRESS INBIRMINGHAM

SHIVANINAIK
AUGUST?

ELDHOSE PAUL started with a
dawdling, please-turn-to-page 2

dorel §o
Canara

AGovernment of India Undertaking
Together We Can

ttractive & Best Interest Rate of

260"

for 333 Days
Scheme valid till 30.09.2022

Visit your nearest Canara Bank Branch

Call Canara = 1800 425 0018

*For Senior Citizens. T&Cs apply.

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

AYODHYA CITY Mayor Rishikesh
Upadhyay, MLA from the dis-
trict’s Sadar constituency Ved
Prakash Gupta and former legis-
lator from Milkipur constituency
Gorakhnath Baba are among the
40 persons named by the
Ayodhya Development Authority
(ADA) as “illegal colonisers” of
land plots and building infra-
structure in such land.

Thelist, released on Saturday,
is signed by Ajay Bharti, Lekhpal,
Ayodhya Development
Authority. ADA Vice Chairman
Vishal Singh Sunday told news
agency Press Trust of India, “The
list of 40 people who illegally

‘Neeraj is India’s best
ever athlete. People

didn’t celebrate me 19 boughtland and got construction

years ago but now work done in the authority area
there’s support’ was released Saturday pight."

ANJUBOBBY GEORGE When contacted, Singh told

The Indian Express, “Inquiry has
to be conducted about persons
behind. List is premature and has
been purposefully leaked, it
seems. It's wrong.”

Gupta and Upadhyay were

LONG JUMPER, WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP MEDAL WINNER,
VICE-PRESIDENT, ATHLETICS
FEDERATION OF INDIA

PAGE 13

TRACK & FIELD MEDALS

THETALLY:EIGHT,SOFAR
Gold: Eldhose Paul (triple jump)
Silver: Abdulla Aboobacker
(triple jump); Avinash Sable
(steeplechase); Priyanka
Goswami (race walking); Murali
Sreeshankar (long jump)
Bronze: Annu Rani (javelin);
Sandeep Kumar (race walking);

Tejaswin Shankar (highjump)

Ayodhya MLA and
Mayor named in dist
authority’s list of
‘illegal’ land dealers

AR TEFEEAE FRVENTTI LT T |
MIAs & Mayor; refatlves of
Commissivner, ST DI,

afficinls b b in Ayodhiza
after 50 clepred Foam temphe
L Ly, e

The Indian Express report
published on December 22
last year

among more than a dozen buy-
ers of land parcels investigated by
The Indian Express on December
22 last year. They included local
MLASs, close relatives of bureau-
crats who have or were serving in
Ayodhya then, and local revenue
officials whose job was to authen-
ticate land transactions.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

NITI AAYOG GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING

All states had Covid fight
role, federal structureis
amodel for world: Modi

Chief Ministers of Bihar, Telangana,
Delhi, Tamil Nadu skip meeting

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs the 7th Governing
Council meeting of NITI Aayog on Sunday. P11

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, AUGUST7

EVERY STATE has played a “cru-
cial role” in India’s fight against
Covid and the country’s federal
structure and cooperative feder-
alism have emerged as a “model
for the world” during the pan-
demic, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Sunday.

Speaking at the NITI Aayog’s
Governing Council meeting, the
Prime Minister also gave credit
to state governments which, he
said, focused on grassroots de-
livery of public services to the
people through cooperation
across political lines.

“Every state played a crucial

role according toits strength and
contributed to India’s fight
against Covid. This led to India
emerging as an example for the
developing nations to look up to
as a global leader,” the Prime
Minister said, according toa press
release issued by NITI Aayog.
This was the first physical
meeting of the Governing
Council since the onset of the
pandemic, with the 2021 meet-
ing held via video conferencing.
Sunday’s meeting was at-
tended by 23 Chief Ministers,
three Lieutenant Governors and
two Administrators, and Union
Ministers. The Chief Ministers of
Bihar, Telangana, Delhi, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Mizoram,
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

What Opp states
want: More IAS
officers, MSP
guarantee, GST
exemptions

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7
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IN THEIR time allotted for inter-
vention at the meeting of the
Governing Council of Niti Aayog,
Chief Ministers of Opposition-
ruled states raised a range of is-
sues issues: legal guarantee on
Minimum Support Price for farm
output, shortage of IAS officers,
GST exemptions, higher alloca-
tion of funds for states, and ade-
quate consultation with states
on policy issues.

The CMs from Congress-ruled
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan, and
Left-ruled Kerala, called foran ex-
tension of compensation from
shortfallinrevenue due to the im-
plementation of the Goods and
Services Tax. The PunjabCM from
Aam Aadmi Party sought a legal
guarantee for MSP, the Trinamool
Congress-ruled West Bengal CM
flagged need for more IAS officers,
and the Jharkhand CM sought a
special package to deal with the
repercussions of rain deficit, ac-
cording to sources.

Telangana CM K
Chandrashekhar Rao, whodid not
attend the meeting on Sunday,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Satellites ‘no longer
usable’ as ISRO’s
first SSLV launch

develops glitch

(=]
ANONNADUTT = Targeting
NEW DELHI, AUGUST7 = anew
THE MAIDEN flight of ISRO’s 1% ® market

newly developed Small Satellite
Launch Vehicle (SSLV) suffered
asetback on Sunday, with “data
loss” at the terminal stage, after
three stages had “performed

WHILE ISRO has already
had successful launches of
satellites using its Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle

and separated” as planned. The and Geosynchronous
satellites ended up being placed Satellite Launch Vehicles, it
inan elliptical orbit, and are “no is targeting the SSLV mar-

ket with this vehicle, which
places satellites into the
500-km low Earth orbit.

longer usable”.

While the three solid fuel-
based propulsion stages worked
normally, the satellites were in-
jected into a wrong orbit, due to
failure of logic to identify a sen-
sor failure.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

ISRO’S SSLV HOPES,
SETBACK PAGE 9
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JD(U) calls Chirag, RCP ‘plots against Nitish’,

says nothing final on 2024 LS election tie-up

#‘&- 1 D)

==, 2l chiefRajiv
EI*_- 5. Ranjan Singh

SANTOSH SINGH e
PATNA, AUGUST 7

ONADAY thatBihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar skipped a meeting
of the NITI Aayog Governing

Council by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the JD(U) again
putthe BJPon notice over theirin-
creasingly fractious alliance.

Claiming “two conspiracies”
against Nitish in recent times,
JD(U) national president Rajiv
Ranjan Singh a.k.a Lalan Singh

said the question of whether the
two parties would contest to-
gether in coming polls was far
from settled. “Who knows what
will  happen tomorrow?
Anything can happen to me to-
morrow. Why (talk about) 2024
(Lok Sabha polls), ask about
20297"

Singh’s statement came just
a week after the BJP quoted

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
astelling a party meeting in Patna
that the BJP and JD(U) would
contest the 2024 Lok Sabha and
2025 Assembly elections to-
gether. It was seen as a placatory
gesture by the BJP towards Nitish.
Claiming plots against the
Bihar CM, Lalan Singh said: “Two
conspiracies were hatched
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Cop who never stopped looking for

¢

missing girl:

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SMITANAIR
BENGALURU, AUGUST 7

IN 1980, Rajendra Dhondu
Bhosale was a constable at
Yellow Gate Police Station, when
a phone call from home in-
formed him of his sister’s dowry
death. She was a young bride
and he, a 23-year-old helpless
brother in his first posting with
Mumbai Police.

Since then, Bhosale has never
let a criminal case involving a
woman drop. “In every such
case, I see my sister,” he says.

So when Pooja Gaud, a
seven-year-old who went miss-
ing on January 22, 2013, re-
mained the only girl that
Bhosale, as the officer in charge
of the missing bureau, couldn’t
trace till the day he retired, he left

the force a miserable man.
Pooja’s became the second pho-
tograph he carried in his wallet
atall times, alongside his sister’s.

Last Friday morning, when
he was informed that Pooja had
been found, he didn’t let his

bhi mil gayi’
B

i

(Left) Pooja Gaud (in blue);
and retired policeman
Rajendra Dhondu Bhosale.
@MumbaiPolice and Express Archive

emotions take over. Instead, af-
ter what seemed like a long
pause, he became the policeman
he always was: “Let me confirm.
If she is found, they must have
taken her foridentification, then

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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PM Modi

the L-G of Puducherry, and the
Administrator of Chandigarh, did
not attend the meeting.

Telangana CM K
Chandrashekhar Rao had said he
would skip the meeting to
protest “the Centre’s attitude”,
and objected to the Prime
Minister “dismissing welfare
schemes as freebies”. Karnataka
CM Basavaraj Bommai had can-
celled his trip after testing posi-
tive for Covid on Saturday.

The meeting was held prima-
rily todiscuss issues such as crop
diversification, implementation
of the National Education Policy
(NEP) and urban governance. It
started at around 10 am and
went on till 4.30 pm, with inter-
ventions by CMs and L-Gs last-
ing around five hours. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh moder-
ated the states’ interventions.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar gave a presentation
onlIndia’s presidency of the G20
summit from December 1,2022,
to November 30,2023.

While NITI Aayog Vice
Chairman Suman Berry said dis-
cussions on the ongoing contro-
versy around “freebies” did not
take place during the meeting,
several states raised concerns
around minimum support price
for farmers, a shortage of IAS of-
ficers, a review of GST and in-
creased allocation of funds for
states, among other things.

NITI Aayog CEO
Parameswaran lyer said they
will increase outreach to states
on how to collaborate with them
further.

Crop diversification, in par-
ticular, was a key point of discus-
sion. India’s dependence on im-
ported edible oils, currently
around 50 per cent, and how to
bring that down to around 25
per cent was also discussed at
the meeting. Increasing produc-
tion of some pulses was also dis-
cussed -- while import depend-
ence on pulses is much lower at
7-8 per cent, there is a deficiency
of masoor and arhar.

The PM said that each state
should focus on promoting its
trade, tourism and technology,
and called for them to reduce
their dependence on imports.

He also said that while GST
collection hasimproved, there is
still a lot of potential to increase
it. “This requires collective action
by the Centre and states. It is cru-
cial for strengthening our eco-
nomic position and becoming a
$5 trillion economy,” he said.

Speaking on the NEP, Modi
said the policy has been formu-
lated after considerable deliber-
ations. He said that all stakehold-
ers should be involved in its
implementation and a clear,
timebound roadmap developed.

Modi also spoke about India’s
G20 presidency and called it a
“unique opportunity” to show
India beyond Delhi.

Opp states
had said on Saturday that he
would skip it to protest “the
Centre’s attitude”; he also ob-
jected to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s “dismissing of welfare
schemes as freebies”. At a press
briefing later in the evening, Niti
Aayog Vice Chairman Suman
Berry said there were no discus-
sions around "freebies".
Sunday's Governing Council
meeting was attended by 23
CM:s, three Lieutenant Governors
and two Administrators and
Union Ministers. The CMs of

Bihar, Telangana, Delhi, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Mizoram,
the L-G of Puducherry, and the
Administrator of Chandigarh did
not attend the meeting.

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan
said legislation on subjects in the
Concurrent List should be initi-
ated only after “adequate con-
sultation”. The Centre should de-
sist from legislating on items in
the State list, he said. He also
called for a review the decision
toimpose GST on essential items
and revocation of restrictions on
borrowing limits of states.

Vijayan also sought financial
assistance for enhancing palm
oil processing infrastructure and
requested that the Centre’s share
of assistance under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) be
increased since the cost of ma-
terials has risen significantly, es-
pecially along the state’s coast-
line. He called for a time-bound
completion of road projects and
early clearance of proposals for
rail and air traffic projects.

Pointing out that
Chhattisgarh could suffer losses
tothe tune of Rs 5,000 crore due
to GST implementation, CM
Bhupesh Baghel demanded five-
year extension for compensation
grant for states. He said the state
has received around Rs 13,000
crore less in Central taxes in the
last three years. He demanded
reimbursement of over Rs 11,800
crore - expenditure incurred to
eliminate Left-wing extremism,
and also sought a specific policy
to allocate additional resources
to states like Chhattisgarh.

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann
requested the Centre to extend a
special package for the state on
par with industrial packages
given to hilly states. He rejected
the Centre's committee on MSP,
saying it was dominated by
“armchair economists whodon't
have any knowledge about agri-
culture”. He called for the recon-
stitution of the MSP committee
and also asked for a special pack-
age to increase the water carry-
ing capacity of canals in the state.

Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren
urged the Centre to issue a spe-
cial package for the state to deal
with rain deficit this year. He said
only 13 lakh of the 38 lakh farm-
ers in the state have received
benefits of the Kisan Credit Card
as banks are delaying process.
More than 10 lakh applications
are still pending in various
banks, he said. He also requested
reinstatement of the limit for for-
est clearance by the state.

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot
reiterated the state’s demand for
declaring Eastern Rajasthan
Canal Project as a national proj-
ect. He said the change in finan-
cial participation pattern of
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
has led to additional burden on
states. He also said the Centre
should extend the period of GST
compensation by five years from
June 2022 to June 2027 and de-
manded release of Rs 3,780 crore
towards GST compensation.

ISRO

A statement from the space
agency said: “SSLV-D1 placed the
satellitesinto 356 kmx 76 km el-
liptical orbit instead of 356 km
circular orbit. Satellites are no
longer usable... Failure of a logic
toidentify a sensor failure and go
for a salvage action caused the
deviation.”

The statement said a com-
mittee would look into what had
gone wrong and expressed con-
fidence about ISRO coming back

FROM PAGE ONE

“soon” with SSLV-D2.

In a video statement, ISRO
Chairperson S Somanath said:
“The vehicle took off majestically
with the burning of the first
stage and the subsequent S2 and
S3 performed very well. The per-
formance was very good in the
mission and finally when it
reached the orbit at an altitude
of 356 km, the satellites sepa-
rated. However, we subse-
quently noticed an anomaly in
their placement in orbit.”

When a satellite is placed in
such an orbit, it cannot maintain
course for a long time and falls
off. “The satellites have already
come down from that orbit and
they are no longer usable,”
Somanath said.

He added that while a de-
tailed analysis was awaited, they
believed alogic that existsin the
rocket to identify a sensor had
failed. “But for that problem, we
couldn’t see any other anomaly.
Every other new element that
has been incorporated in this
rocket performed really well, in-
cluding the propulsion stages,
overall hardware, its aerody-
namic designs, new-generation
and low-cost electronics, control
system, new separation systems,
the entire architecture of the
rocket... everything has been
proven for the very first time in
the rocket,” Somanath said.

He added that they looked
forward to the recommendations
of the expert panel on why the
setback had happened. “We hope
that with small corrections and,
further, the re-validations of those
corrections through an adequate
number of tests, we will come
back for the next development
flight of SSLV-D2 very soon.”

The new rocket was carrying
an Indian Earth Observation
Satellite, EOS-02, weighing 145
kg and AzaadiSat, made by 750
schoolgirls to celebrate 75 years
of Independence under
SpaceKidz India, weighing 8 kg.

Triple jump

rocker, white headband-wear-
ing Praveen Chitravel and the
compulsive 17m-plus hop, skip
and jumper Abdulla Aboobacker
Narangolintevida.

Modestly built, and a slow
starter, Paul gave no indication
thatamonster 17.03mwasin the
offing, till he leapt and flew fur-
ther than anyone in that morn-
ing medal session. It was a dis-
tance that would have seen him
finish sixth at the last Olympics
in Tokyo. In Birmingham, that
meant a rare 1-2 for India at an
international track and field
event, with Paul taking gold and
Abdulla the silver even as
Chitravel missed the bronze.

Poised to study BSc
Chemistry at MA College in
Kerala's Kothamangalam, Paul,
who had once backed himself to
bowl quickin cricket at school in
Ernakulam, had endured two
disappointing years at the start,
when his triple jump distance of
13.80m kept him out of his col-
lege team. He ran cross-country
on an uphill course, and even
tried the most difficult of events,
pole vault, to fill up the hollow-
ness of not making any headway
in a sport he loved. Jumps
Dronacharya coach T P Ouseph
then got down to sorting out his
disjointed technique.

On Sunday, too, Paul, who
was one of the shortest of all
triple jump entrants at the
Alexander Stadium, lost balance
and struck a jarring rhythm on
his opening jump. The 17-m bar-
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rier wasn't playing on his mind.

But then, the 25-year-old is
known to be a quick-learner. In
only his second overseas meet,
he had picked up the warm-up
patterns of experienced jumpers
from the World Championships
at Eugene in Oregon, US.
Domestic competitions rarely
have qualifications or the hour-
long warm-up that international
meets afford. It also meant Paul
had to quickly learn to peak
within just three jumps, some-
thing he’d found difficult.
Wisened and hopeful after the
Worlds, the CWG beckoned,
though most attention was on
his two “17m” team-mates. Into
this mix went Bermuda’s ener-
getic jumper Jah Pernchef, who
set the early marker with a
16.92m in his opening jump.

The first Indian to really
threaten to take the lead was the
junior-most Chitravel, the lanky;,
ambitious jumper who reckons
he will match Neeraj Chopra’s
gold feat at the next Olympics in
Paris. He jogged up to 16.89in his
third jump, even as Abdulla was
building up momentum with
each progressive jump.

Eldhose, though, followed up
his 14.62m with a quiet 16.30m,
before stomping forth for his
personal best of 17.03m, in turn
breaching his personal best.

“My coach always says, focus
only on personal best, not even
medals. Today I did,and a medal
came. But we were going for
gold-silver-bronze as a pack.
Knowing that gave us confi-
dence,” Paul said later of the al-
most “Amar-Akbar-Anthony”
turn for India on the podium.

Paul’s grandmother
Mariamma, who raised him af-
ter his mother passed away, al-
ways told him, “Be a good per-
son.” He was playing the team
surge here for India.

Abdulla would bring on his
17.02m on his fifth attempt even
as Chitravel and the Bermudan
faded as the afternoon wore on,
the latter settling for a bronze for
his 16.92m opener.

In the 1970 Commonwealth
Games, Mohinder Singh Gill had
won a triple jump bronze and
followed it up with a silver in
1974. Suresh Babu, who picked a
long jump bronze in 1978, had
been a triple jumper, too.
Thereafter, the triple jump was
among a bunch of disciplines
identified to target in Indian ath-
letics, along with walking, 400m
and javelin. The sprints, hammer
throw, pole vault and high jump
were considered tough for
medals at the highest levels, but
triple jump got a bunch of for-
eign coaches, with local Kerala
and Punjab coaches providing
the raw material with their tech-
nically efficient training.

Arpinder Singh and Ranjith
Maheswary later made head-
way in the event, but it was only
in the last few seasons that the
Indian triple-Sundae pack
started pushing the limits for
17m-plus jumps.

The original “Amar-Akbar-
Anthony” troika that Abdullare-
members was him, Paul and
Karthik Unnikrishnan, who
graduated from college ranks to
inter-Services. Abdulla joined
the Air Force under renowned
coach Harikrishna, and Paul
joined the Navy, and the 2018 in-
ter-department brought out the
best in the young jumpers as
they began pushing each other.

“There is no rivalry between
us. We are brothers. In triple
jump, we only have to improve
ourselves,” Paul said. “We adapt
to each other, and never dis-
agree,” said Abdulla, the gentle
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The Sandip Roy Show:
Unanswered questions
about Cheetah Project

Eminent conservationists Ravi Chellam
and Prerna Bindra join host Sandip Roy to
discuss the scientific, logical and ethical
concerns of bringing Cheetahs to India.
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jumping giant who won silver.
He’s a chicken biryani person,
and Paul a beef-parotta lover.
While Paul’s favourite Netflix
pick over the last few months
has been the Birmingham-based
“Peaky Blinders”, Abdulla digs
Malayalam actor Vishnu
Unnikrishnan's movies and his
version of the comedy thriller
“Amar Akbar Anthony”.

Abdulla studied Economics
atthe same college as Paul. Both
have benefitted from jumping
coaches who stress on amicable
friendship rather than needling
each other. “Frankly, we don’t
need all that drama of enmity,”
Paul said.

Both share videos of the leg-
endary Jonathan Edwards, and
trade tips on how to get better.
On Sunday, Paul advised Abdulla
to go fiercer on the attacking
phase and draw out the 17.02m
that brought India silver.

“It could have been gold-sil-
ver-bronze. But that'll happen
soon,” said Paul. He goes on to
add that the Neeraj Chopra gold
has had arub-off effect on Indian
track and field. Three medals
from the last Commonwealth
Games in Australia's Gold Coast
are now eight -- and Chopra is-
n'teven in Birmingham.

Ayodhya

The Indian Express investiga-
tion in December last on politi-
cians and kin of officials who
bought land in Ayodhya after the
Supreme Court verdict clearing
construction of Ram Temple.
While Gupta’s nephew Tarun
Mittal bought 5,174 sq m in
Barhata Manjha on November
21,2019, for Rs 1.15 crore, on
December 29, 2020, he bought
14,860 sq m in next-door
Maheshpur (Gonda), nearly 5
km from the temple site, for Rs 4
crore. Upadhyay had bought
1,480 sq m on September 18,
2019, for Rs 30 lakh.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment had set up a one-member
committee to inquire into the
land transactions by public rep-
resentatives and government of-
ficials, but the findings of the re-
port submitted to the
government in January this year,
are not yet in public domain.

When contacted, Ved
Prakash Gupta said, “The
Lekhpal has no power to issue
such a list. I have no role in any
land deals.” City Mayor
Upadhyay said, “Such lists are re-
leased after proper investigation
only. We have norole in any such
illegal land deals.”

A week ago, on July 31,
Ayodhya MP Lallu Singh, also
from the BJP, had written to Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath de-
manding an SIT probe into the il-
legal sale and purchase of land

by land-mafia in areas from
Jamthara to Golaghat in Ayodhya
which are among doob kshetra
(submerged areas). In his letter,
he said, “Such is the influence of
the land-mafia that in con-
nivance with officials/ employ-
ees posted earlier, by forging
documents and by misleading
people, land was listed in their
names.” Singh declined to com-
ment when contacted.

There was arush to purchase
land in Ayodhya particularly af-
ter the November 9, 2019, ver-
dict of the Supreme Court. The
Ayodhya Development
Authority had in July end demol-
ished construction undertaken
by buyers of small land pieces in
Majha Jamthara area.

Sources said the report sub-
mitted by the one-man commit-
tee following The Indian Express
investigation is with the
Department of Revenue. An ap-
plication under the RTI Act, seek-
ing a copy of the report, has not
elicited aresponse. A second ap-
pealis pending with the UP State
Information Commission.

JD(U)

against Nitish Kumar in recent
times — one the Chirag model of
2020, which was responsible for
bringing down our Assembly
seats to 43. Another had been in
the making and was nipped in
the bud.” Singh admitted that by
the second, he meant R CPSingh,
and that the latter had accepted
a ministerial berth with the BJP
government at the Centre with-
out Nitish's go-ahead.

Chirag Paswan had contested
the 2020 Assembly elections
separately from the NDA, field-
ing candidates in seats where the
JD(U) was fighting. Many in the
party believe he was propped up
by the BJP.

Asked who he thought was
plotting against the Bihar CM,
Lalan Singh said: "We will speak
about it at the right time.
Everyone knows about it.”

Inanother barb at the BJP, the
JD(U) leader said: "We stick to
our position of 2019 about not
joining the Union Cabinet. Nitish
Kumar has been clear about it.”

The JD(U) itself had always
stood by the BJP, Lalan Singh said.
"We supported the NDA presi-
dent, vice-president nominees.”

On R CP Singh, once Nitish's
close aide and No.2 in the party,
leaving the JD(U) on Saturday,
Singh said the exit was very
much on the cards. “R CP Singh
had been with us but his mind
was somewhere else.”

R C P Singh quit the JD(U)
soon after the party accused him
of buying 47 land plots in
Nalanda in the name of his fam-
ily members. Earlier, the JD(U)
refused to give him a Rajya Sabha

ticket, forcing his parliamentary
tenure to an end.

Continuing the attackon R C
P Singh, a former IAS officer,
Lalan Singh said on Sunday:
"What does he know about the
struggles of the JD(U)? Who
knew him before Nitish Kumar?
He did not become the JD(U)
president but was made one. [,
too, did not become the national
president but was made one.
ama caretaker and a caretakeris
not an owner. The J]D(U) has one
owner, he is Mr Nitish Kumar.”

Reacting to Lalan Singh's re-
marks against him, R C P Singh
said he should clarify the con-
spiracies against Nitish Kumar
he was talking about.

He added that it was not cor-
rect that he had joined the
Narendra Modi Cabinet on his
own. "It was Lalan Singh who first
told me that Amit Shah had
called the CM with the request
that the JD(U) join the Union
Cabinet. When I met the CM, he
said that I should take oath and
Lalan Singh would be made the
JD(U) president,” R CP Singh said.

On the land purchase allega-
tions, he said he had not bought
any plots himself, and his daugh-
ters were independent, income
tax payees since 2010, and had
done soon their own. Asked if he
could join the BJP, he said: "All
my options are open.”

Lalan Singh was asked about
the protests against the Modi
government over inflation led by
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav. "If
Tejashwi thinks there is inflation
and it concerns people, why
should we oppose him?” he said.

Missing girl
medical.” By evening, he called
back: “Happy, happy day. It's a
happy, happy day.” The words
were broken by his sobs.

This is not the Bhosale I met
in February 2015.

[ was at DN Nagar Police
Station to report on a detection
case involving a sex offender for
The Indian Express, where l was a
reporter at the time. Bhosale
walked in, irritable, scolding his
teamin a fatherly tone (“why do
you need five persons to explain
one detection?”) and giving or-
ders to another constable (“re-
fresh this page!”). Over 20 min-
utes, I saw an officer struggling
withaslow Internetand adead-
line to make a crucial addition to
the missing person registry.

The missing bureau relies on
probing through visual images,
and Bhosale was constantly ex-
changing instructions on his
Nokia 1100 headset and writing
furiously, walking in and out of
the room. Intermittently, he
talked to the computer in
Marathi (“I know you are over-
worked too, but just this bit to-
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New Delhi

day! Just this last entry!”). The
tea boy followed him around —
unsure where Bhosale will even-
tually sit or if he will even sit.

No one, nothing, intrigued
me more that day. Not even the
commissioned Sunday story.

“Don’t bother talking to me,
they callme mad,” he said when
[ attempted to speak to him.

An Inspector in the station
gave me sketchy details of the last
case Bhosale was trying to detect
before his retirement. Having re-
searched it, I returned a few
times but Bhosale’s only reply
was: “Running mein hoon (I'min
ahurry)”.Once when he spotted
me from a distance, he hid, and
another time walked into the loo.
He finally promised an interview
after he had hung up his uniform.

He kept his promise and sat
in the room where I had first
seen him: A dejected 58-year-
old refusing to open the page
which had the case details of
Pooja Gaud. The others left the
room to allow him his grief.

In the seven years since, he
never ceased looking for Pooja.
In the beginning, our phone calls
involved discussing leads and
angles. Later, they involved
prayers, and lately, philosophy,
questioning life and destiny.

Initially, a news report about
girls rescued in trafficking cases
in any state meant he would ei-
ther call the state's police him-
self or prod me to make the calls.
This was interesting at first, but
my reporter’s cynicism took
over, while he stayed resolute.
On days when I tried to change
the topic, he would persist. “My
family scolded me today for talk-
ing to Pooja’s photograph,” he
told me once. “Are they going to
make your putla (statue) for all
this dedication?” arelative asked
him. “You are retired. You know
what it means. Retired from the
police,” his wife reminded him.

Every time he returned to
Mumbai from Khed in Ratnagiri
he followed a fixed itinerary:
Meet Pooja’s parents, offer them
hope, take their prayers to differ-
ent places of faith. He never
failed to check on updates with
the family. And he did this dili-
gently every year.

Until a week ago.

“Chadar bhi chadaya hai.
Makhdum Ali Baba ke dargah
mein,” he said over the phone
last week, speaking of his visit to
the patron saint of Mumbai
Police in Mahim. “Iss baar police
station ko bhi haath lagaya our
pranam kiya,” he said the next
day, of his visit to DN Nagar
Police Station.

Early this year, Bhosale had
started wondering if he would
still be alive when Pooja was
found. “Time bhi hamesha run-
ning mein hain,” he had told me
when he found Pooja’s father
had passed away. “Her uncle, her
father and I travelled to several
states looking for her... | want to
be there the day Pooja is found.”

He was atarelative’s place in
north Mumbai when he heard
the day was here. The first per-
son he ran to inform was his
wife. “I gave her a chummi (kiss)
on the cheek. I have never done
this in public,” he says.

Later on Friday night, he
opened his wallet to tell his sister
that Pooja, now 16, had been
found. “Icried alot,” he said, cry-
ing again. “The lone missing girl
[ couldn’t trace... I told my sister
that God helped me keep my
promise to her.”

Bhosale feels those who
joined hands to bring Pooja back,
including the woman who helped
her track her past and reconnect
with her family, are the real he-
roes. He is hoping to meet Pooja
once “all the police procedures”
are done and the investigation is
complete. “Besides, I need some
days to collect myself,” he says.

“Ispoke to Pooja’s mother this
morning. She kept repeating
‘Meri Pooja mil gayi'.. It's a differ-
entkind of relief to hear amother
finally find peace,” he says. “It’s
only after the call was over and [
had disconnected it that I told
myself, ‘Meri Pooja bhi mil gayi’.”
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, AUGUST 7

ASPELL of moderate rain for over
two hours on Sunday morning
caused severe waterlogging in
many parts of Gurgaon. Several
vehicles broke down, pedestri-
ans had to wade through knee-
high water, and traffic was hitas
water inundated key roads and
internal sector areas.

According to data from the
district administration, Gurgaon
received 19 mm rainfall till 5 pm.
Traffic Police officials said water-
logging was reported at Golf
Course Road, Rajiv Chowk, IFFCO
Chowk, MDI Chowk, MG Road,
Signature Tower, Basai, Subhash
Chowk, near Huda City Centre
Metro station, Manesar bus stand,
Hanuman Chowk, Sector 4/5
Chowk, Krishna Chowk, Sector
21/22 road, near Wazirabad traf-
fic signal, AIT Chowk, Kanhai
Chowk, near Mayfield Garden
Chowk, Artemis Chowk, Sheetla
Mata road, South City 1 and at
stretches of NH-48.

“Some pockets of Gurgaon
received heavy rainfall today and
waterlogging issues were re-
ported in several areas. In most
of these, water levels receded
within one-two hours. On Golf
Course Road, one of the societies
was pumpingout a large volume
of their internal stormwater
which added to waterlogging on
this stretch. Waterlogging was
reported by Sector 28 residents
& the GMDA team installed
pump sets to address the issue.
Similarly, pump sets were also
deployed in Basai. Meanwhile,
construction of additional road
gullies is underway near Sun City
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Waterlogged road outside Sadar police station in Gurgaon, Sunday. PT1

society. No underpasses were
flooded...,” said Vikram Singh,
executive engineer, GMDA.

According to experts, inade-
quate drainage infrastructure,
urbanisation and disappearing
water bodies and lakes due to
concretisation, change in land-
use patterns, disruption of nat-
ural drains, encroachment at
stretches along stormwater
drains and choked drainage lines
were major reasons for flooding
across the city every year.

Sewa Ram, an urban trans-
port systems design expert and
faculty member at the School of
Planning and Architecture (SPA)
in Delhi, said, “Over the years,
concretisation has taken place
either on top or in the route of
natural drains, which blocks nat-
ural course of water... In several
areas, drainage lines are choked
due to construction debris oren-
croachment, so they do not have
sufficient capacity to carry heavy
surface runoff during monsoons.

If the drainage network is dis-
continuous, roads will be sub-
merged with rainwater.
Drainage infrastructure has not
been designed to withstand a
high intensity of rainfall.”

At present, Gurgaon’s rain-
water is disposed from three
master stormwater drains — leg
1, leg 2 and leg 3 (Badshahpur
drain), with Badshahpur drain
accounting for over 60% of the
drainage network carrying
runoff from over 24,000 hectares
of land. These collect rainwater
and channel it into the Najafgarh
drain in Delhi. Experts said
Gurgaon, located at foothills of
the Aravallis, earlier had hun-
dreds of water bodies, lakes and
bunds (embankments) — in-
digenous structures — in low-ly-
ing parts which acted as natural
drainage columns by storing wa-
ter, and prevented flooding.

According to a report from
the district administration from
2018, Gurgaon had over 640 wa-

ter bodies in 1956 which re-
duced to 251 by 2018.

One of the worst affected
stretches is the service lane on
Khandsa-Narsinghpur stretch on
NH-48 and low-lying areas of
Laxman Vihar and Sector 4A.
Officials said water accumulates
inthese areas due to topography,
adding thatalong-term solution
for Khandsa lies in the construc-
tion of leg 4 of the 5.5-km
stormwater drain between
Vatika Chowk and NH-48, whose
tender has been floated recently.

Officials said flooding oc-
curred due to heavy intensity of
rainfall in a short span of time.
“We are working on rejuvenat-
ing water bodies to solve water-
logging,” said an official.

Parts of South Delhi too re-
ceived heavy rain Sunday morning,
The city did not see any rain be-
tween 8.30 am on Saturday and
8.30 am on Sunday. After that,
Palam, Ayanagar, and Pusa Road
witnessed a heavy downpour.

Man with ‘Islamic State links’ arrested
by NIA from Delhi’s Batla House

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) Saturday arrested
a man from Batla House on
charges of being an alleged active
member of the Islamic State (IS).
The accused has been identified
as Mohsin Ahmad, a resident of
Bihar’s Patna.

Ahmad was arrested after
searches were conducted at his
premises and elsewhere Satur-
day in a case pertaining to “on
line and on-ground activities of
the ISIS” registered by the agency
onJune 25.

“Accused Mohsin Ahmadisa
radicalised and active member of
ISIS. He has been arrested for his
involvement in collection of
funds for ISIS from sympathisers
inIndia as well as abroad. He was
sending these funds to Syria and

Revamp one road
per week: L-G
Saxena to NDMC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 7

other places in the form of cryp-
tocurrency in order to further the
activities of ISIS,” the NIA claimed
ina statement Sunday.

Last Sunday, the agency con-
ducted searches at 13 locations
across six states in the case. “NIA
conducted searches at 13 prem-
ises of suspects in six states viz.
Bhopal and Raisen districts in
Madhya Pradesh; Bharuch, Surat,
Navsari and Ahmedabad districts
inGuyjarat; Arariadistrictin Bihar;
Bhatkal and Tumkur City districts
in Karnataka; Kolhapur and
Nanded districts in Maharashtra;
and Deoband district in Uttar
Pradesh in the case pertaining to
activities of ISIS,” the NIA had said
inastatement then.

The agency had said searches
conducted had led to the seizure
of “incriminating documents/
material”.

On the same day, the NIA had
also conducted searches in

Mohsin Ahmad in NIA
custody. Praveen Khanna

Thiruvananthapuram district in
Keralain the case pertaining tothe
arrest of one Sathik Batcha, who
was arrested in February along
with four others in Tamil Nadu.
According to the NIA, the ac-
cused had allegedly hatched acon-

spiracy for threatening the general
publicand police officials and also
attempted toallegedly murder po-
lice personnel during checking of
their Scorpio car when they were
intercepted on February 21,2022.

“The accused persons were
also involved in inciting hatred
for secession of a part of Indiaand
had intended to disrupt sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of
India by forming outfits like
‘Khilafah Party of India’, ‘Khilafah
Front of India’, ‘Intellectual
Students of India (ISI)’ and asso-
ciating themselves with the pro-
scribed terrorist organisations
ISIS/Daesh and Al Qaeda,” the
NIA had claimed in a statement.

The case was earlier regis-
tered by Tamil Nadu Police and
later taken over by the NIA this
year. Searches led to the seizure
of digital devices and incriminat-
ing documents, the NIA state-
ment said.

S Gurgaon submerged

In Delhi, officials keep
eye on Yamuna level

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST7

PRE-EMPTING AN increase in
the Yamuna water level amid
rain, the Northeast Delhi district
magistrate has asked Delhi
Police to increase police deploy-
ment round-the-clock around
flood-prone areas.

“According to the forecast by
the Central Water Commission,
Yamuna water level is likely to
increase and reach 201.5 metres
(as against the warning level of
204.5 metres) between 6 pm to
8 pm. It may further rise slightly
by tomorrow. For constant
monitoring of the situation, itis
requested that sufficient police
personnel be deployed round-
the-clock at all flood-prone lo-
cations in the district to keep
people living in low-lying areas

safe and away from the river,”
read the letter sent to DCP
Northeast by DM Geetika
Sharma.

There are a total of nine
flood-prone and low-lying ar-
eas in Delhi — Old Iron Bridge,
Kisan Basti towards ISBT, Kisan
Basti towards Seelampur,
Usmanpur Pusta, Garhi Mandu
village, MCD toll at Sonia Vihar,
Annapurna Mandir, Sabhapur
bus terminal and Badarpur
Khadar Village.

Sharma also directed all dis-
trict SDMs to deploy sufficient
civil defence volunteers at vul-
nerable locations to coordinate
with police.

. Officials added that all dis-
tricts have also prepared dis-
trict-wise disaster manage-
ment plans for evacuation and
to prevent incidents like fire
emergencies and flooding.
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Man ‘electrocuted’ while
charging e-rickshaw

New Delhi: A 34-year-old man
died after he was allegedly elec-
trocuted while charging an e-rick-
shaw in Outer Delhi. Police said
the deceased, Mahender Singh,
worked at the e-rickshaw charg-
ing station.

DCP (Outer) Sameer Sharma
said, “On Saturday, we received in-
formation from a hospital about

Mahender. He was brought in by
his employer, who claimed he suf-
fered an electric shock. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries and died.”

During enquiry, it was found
thatMahender worked at the sta-
tion in Chander Vihar. While he
was charging an e-rickshaw, po-
lice said, he received an electric
shock. ENS

Leading the Power Sector

NTPc J (A Govt. of India Enterprise)
CIN: L40101DL1975G0OI007966
Regd. Office: NTPC Bhawan, SCOPE Complex, 7, Institutional Area,
Lodi Road, New Delhi- 110003
Tel. no.: 011-24360959; Fax: 011-24360241
Email: ntpccc@ntpc.co.in; Website: www.ntpc.co.in
NOTICE TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF NTPC LIMITED
IN RESPECT OF THE 46™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

. Notice is hereby given that the 46" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Members

of the Company will be held on Tuesday, 30" August, 2022 at 10:30 A.M.(IST)

through Video Conferencing (VC) / Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM), to transact

the business as stated in the notice dated 30" July, 2022.

In line with the applicable circulars issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs and

Securities and Exchange Board of India, Integrated Annual Report including

Notice of 46"AGM, Standalone and Consolidated Financial Statements, Auditors’

Report and Directors’ Report for the financial year ended 31* March, 2022 has

been sent to the shareholders of the Company through emails at their registered

e-mail addresses. Notice of the 46" AGM and Integrated Annual Report are
available on the Company’s website viz. www.ntpc.co.in and on websites of
stock exchanges i.e. www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com. Notice shall
also be available on the e-voting website of Central Depository Services (India)

Limited (CDSL)i.e. www.evotingindia.com.

. In compliance with Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rule 20 of
the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as amended
from time to time and Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the Company is pleased to provide remote
e-voting facility to its Members enabling them to cast their vote electronically for the
resolutions as set forth in the AGM Notice dated 30" July, 2022 through the e-voting
services provided by CDSL.

. The remote e-voting period will commence on Friday, 26" August, 2022

at 9:00 A.M. (IST) and ends on Monday, 29" August, 2022 at 5:00 P.M. (IST).

The e-voting module shall be disabled by CDSL, for voting thereafter. Once the

vote on a resolution is cast by the member, the member shall not be allowed to

change it subsequently. The detailed procedure / instruction for remote e-voting
are contained in the Notice of AGM.

Aperson whose name is recorded in the Register of Members or in the Register

of Beneficial Owners maintained by the Depositories as on the cut-off date i.e.

23" August, 2022 only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting /

e-voting atthe AGM.

Any person becoming the member of the Company after the dispatch of Notice of

AGM but on or before the cut-off date can also cast their vote by following the

instructions of remote e-voting and e-voting at AGM as contained in the Notice of

AGM.

. Amember may participate at the AGM through VC/OAVM even after exercising
his/her right to vote through remote e-voting but shall not be entitled to cast their
vote again. Members may note that the facility of e-voting shall be made
available atthe AGM.

. The Board of Directors has appointed Shri Sachin Agarwal, Partner, Agarwal S. &
Associates or in his absence Ms. Garima, Partner, Agarwal S. & Associates,
Company Secretaries, as the Scrutinizer, for conducting the e-voting/e-voting
and remote e-voting process in a fair and transparent manner.

. Members are requested to read the instructions pertaining to e-voting as printed
inthe AGM notice carefully. If you have any queries or issues regarding attending
AGM through VC & e-voting, you may refer to the Frequently Asked Questions
(“FAQs”) and e-voting manual available at www.evotingindia.com, under help
section or write an email to helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com or contact Mr.
Rakesh Dalvi, Sr. Manager, (CDSL) Central Depository Services (India) Limited,
AWing, 25"Floor, Marathon Futurex, Mafatlal Mill Compounds, N M Joshi Marg,
Lower Parel (East), Mumbai-400013.

. To support green initiative, members who have not registered their e-mail
address so far or who want to update their e-mail address, are requested to
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approach their respective DP (for demat holding) or with Beetal Financial & E:
Computer Services Pvt Limited (for physical holding), for receiving all -3
communications electronically. For and on behalf of §
NTPC Limited <

. Sd/-

Place: New Delhi (Nandini Sarkar)

Date: 7/8/2022 Company Secretary

DELHI LIEUTENANT Governor (L-G) Vinai Kumar
Saxena Sunday launched the “one road, one week”
initiative and directed the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) to revamp 15 key roads falling un-
derits jurisdiction on a priority basis, said officials.

Under the initiative, the civic agency will choose
one road every week and undertake repairs and
maintenance along with making footpaths, pave-
ments and central verges pedestrian- and com-
muter-friendly. As part of this initiative, Tilak Marg,
Bhagwan Das Road and the area around Supreme
Court will be repaired and beautified.

After launching the programme, Saxena per-
sonally visited the stretches and took stock of on-
going work like laying interlocking blocks, pruning
trees, painting grills and road markings. Officials
said the L-G has directed them to undertake the
work comprehensively rather that in a piecemeal

manner.

“He issued directions to carry out repair of foot-
paths; whitewash/painting; beautifying railing,
ramps, curb stones, central verges; proper mainte-
nance of electrical poles; and removal of encroach-
ment at the earliest,” said officials, adding that the L-
G also stressed on maintenance and safety of green
stretches, as well as daily sweeping and cleaning of

roads.

The NDMC has further been asked to post pictures
of work done on its website, including “before and

after” pictures of the project.

Further, pointing out that 26% of air pollution on
account of PM 2.5 results from dust generated from
roads, pavements, footpaths, central verges and con-
struction and demolition activities alone, the L-G di-
rected officials to complete workimmediately with-

out any delay.
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AURIC Aurangabad Industrial Township Limited
o (A Government Undertaking)
Regd. Off. Udyog Sarathi, MIDC Office, Marol Industrial Area,
Andheri East, Mumbai - 400 093. Tel. No. 022-26879956.
Website: www.auric.city | CIN: U74999MH2014SGC260132

Aurangabad Industrial Township Limited (AITL) which is an SPV
Company formed between MIDC and NICDCL invites “RFQ- cum- RFP”
from interested bidders for Programme Manager for New Cities
(PMNC) for Dighi Industrial Area (DPIA) in Maharashtra, under The
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) Project”.

(Tender No.: AITL/DPIA/2022-23/001)

The details are available on the websites: https:/aitl.eproc.in,
wwwe.auric.city. Interested applicants are requested to submit their
responses to the RFQ - cum — RFP at the address mentioned below on
or before 3:00 PM (IST), 01st September 2022.

Sd/-
Managing Director, AITL

=== HINDUSTAN PETROLEUM /izee
@ CORPORATION LIMITED & otsav
Qﬂ Registered Office: Petroleum House, 17, Jamshedji Tata Road,

Churchgate, Mumbai — 400 020
Tel: +91-22-22863900 Fax: +91-22-22872992
E-mail: corphqo@hpcl.in Website: www.hindustanpetroleum.com
CIN: L23201MH1952G0I1008858

NOTICE OF THE 70** ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the 70" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Company
will be held on Tuesday, August 30, 2022 at 11.00 a.m. (IST) through Video
Conferencing (VC)/Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM), in compliance with MCA
circulars/ Companies Act/SEBI Regulations (collectively referred to as Statutory
Provisions) as applicable, to transact the business as set out in the Notice of
AGM. The proceedings of the AGM shall be deemed to be conducted at the
Registered Office of the Company.

Notice of AGM and Annual Report

The Notice convening the AGM and the Annual Report for FY 2021-22 containing
Financial Statements, Auditors’ Report, etc. have been e-mailed to Members
whose registered email IDs are available with the Depository Participants
(DP)/Registrar & Transfer Agents (RTA). The aforesaid documents can also be
accessed on the websites of the Company at www.hindustanpetroleum.com Stock
Exchanges at www.bseindia.com & www.nseindia.com and e-voting agency
M/s National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL) at www.evoting.nsdl.com
E-Voting through Electronic Means:

Pursuant to the applicable Statutory provisions, the Company has arranged the
provision of remote e-voting facility to its Members through NSDL as under:

Remote e-voting Prior to AGM During AGM

Commencement Thursday, August 25, 2022 | Tuesday, August 30, 2022
[From 9.00 a.m. (IST)]

End Monday, August 29, 2022 | Tuesday, August 30, 2022
[Till 5.00 p.m. (IST)] (15 minutes post end of AGM)

Cut-Off date Tuesday, August 23, 2022

(for eligibility to vote)
Weblink to access

https://www.evoting.nsdl.com
e-voting Event Number | EVEN - 120709

Members are requested to kindly refer to the procedure for e-voting as mentioned
in the Notice of the AGM.

Notes:

1. Aperson whose name appears in the Register of Members / Beneficial Owners
as on the cut-off date i.e. August 23, 2022 only shall be entitled to avail the
facility of remote e-voting as well as voting at the Annual General Meeting.

2. The Voting Rights of Members shall be in proportion to the Equity Shares
held by them in the paid up Equity Share Capital of the Company as on
August 23, 2022

3. Members who have not registered their email address or any person who
becomes a Member of the Company after despatch of the Notice of AGM but
before the cut-off date for e-voting ie August 23, 2022 can email the request to
the Company at cosecy@mail.hpcl.co.in by quoting the Folio No./DP-ID Client
ID for obtaining copy of the Notice and Annual Report. Such Members are
requested to follow the instructions given under the Notes to the Notice of AGM
to obtain login ID & Password for remote e-voting.

4. The Members who have cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to the AGM
may also attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be
entitled to cast their votes again.

5. The Members who shall be present in the AGM through VC/OAVM facility and
have not cast their votes earlier through remote e-voting and are not otherwise
barred from doing so, shall be eligible to vote during the AGM.

6. The remote e-voting shall not be allowed, in any case, beyond the scheduled
date and time.

7. Members who are desirous of inspecting the Statutory Registers/Documents
forming part of Annual Reports can write to the Company on email ID
cosecy@mail.hpcl.co.in upto the date of AGM.

8. Members who would like to ask questions during the AGM need to register
themselves as a Speaker by sending their requests mentioning their name,
Folio No./DP-ID Client ID, email ID, Mobile Number to cosecy@mail.hpcl.co.in
from August 23, 2022 (9.00 a.m. IST) to August 26, 2022 (5.00 p.m. IST). Only
those Members who have registered themselves as a speaker will be allowed
to express their views/ask questions during the AGM.

9. In case of any queries, Members may refer to the Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) for Shareholders and the e-voting User Manual for Shareholders
available at the Download section of NSDL at www.evoting.nsdl.com or call
on Toll Free No. 1800 1020 990, and 1800 22 44 30 or contact Mr. Amit Vishal/
Ms. Pallavi Mhatre, NSDL at the designated email ID at evoting@nsdl.co.in

Record Date, Payment of Final Dividend and Deduction of Tax at Source (TDS)

Payment of Final Dividend @ Rs.14 per share of face value of Rs.10 each for the
Financial Year 2021-22 will be paid after deduction of tax at source as applicable
within 30 days from the date of its declaration at the AGM to those Members
whose names appeared in the Register of Members/BENPOS as on the Record
date Tuesday, August 23, 2022 fixed for this purpose. The detailed communication
sent through email regarding Dividend, TDS applicability and submission of tax
exemption documents can be accessed https://www.hindustanpetroleum.com/
dividend-information

By the order of the Board,
Sd/-
Place: Mumbai V. Murali

Date : August 6, 2022 Company Secretary
%= Wash hands A  Maintain
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THE CITY

_ VACCINATIONS IN DELHITOTAL Total |Vacant | NOIDA
LAST 24 HOURS CASES HOSPITAL BEDS 9,406 |9,033 Aug6 |Aug?
e 25,468 19,69,527 |icugens 2119 12,021 | cCases 158 |NA
e I i Death
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— BRIEFLY —

Businessman
abducted over
repayment of

loan, 2 held

New Delhi: A 45-year-old
businessman was al-
legedly abducted after he
failed torepay aloan of Rs
25lakh, said police,adding
that they arrested two
men. Amrutha Guguloth,
DCP (New Delhi) said,
“The complainant told us
he... took a loan from the
accused last year. They
came to his office and
threatened him. He was
manhandled, wrongfully
restrained and kept under
fear (threatened)to get the
payment. He repaid the
loan.” Sources said he was
abducted in his car and
later dropped outside his
office. ENS

Maidentestrun
of firstRRTS
train-set held

Gurgaon: The National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation has con-
ducted the maiden test
run of the RRTS train-set
onitsdepot tracks at Duhai
in Ghaziabad, the trans-
port body said on Sunday.
Thefirst RRTS train-set had
arrived at Duhai depot in
June from its manufactur-
ing unitin Savli in Gujarat.

International
immigration
racket busted

Gurgaon: With the arrest
of aMumbai-based agent
and a passenger, Delhi
Police on Sunday claimed
to have busted an inter-
national immigration
racket involved in send-
ing people abroad on
forged passports, a senior
officer said. PTI

POLICE CHIEF SAYS FAMILY PROVIDED SECURITY

Man who abused Noida woman still on the
run, his henchmen turn up at her society

ARNAV CHANDRASEKHAR
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

A GROUP of men, allegedly sup-
porting Shrikant Tyagi, who was
booked by Noida Police on Friday
after he was caught on video
pushing and abusing a woman
during an argument, barged into
the Grand Omaxe residential so-
ciety in Noida’s Sector 93B late
Sunday evening.

Tyagi continues to remain on
the run.

The chaos came a day after
BJP MP from Gautam Budh
Nagar, Dr Mahesh Sharma, met
residents along with Manoj
Gupta, district president of the
BJP in Noida, and Sharda
Chaturvedi, the party’s Mahila
Morcha Adhyaksh, and assured
them of strict action against
Tyagi. The BJP has been counter-
ing reports that Tyagi is a leader
with the party, and Sharma reit-
erated this on Saturday.

On Sunday night, the MP was
back at the society, along with
area MLA Pankaj Singh. Inavideo
from Sunday evening, sur-
rounded by people, Sharma can
be heard speaking on the phone,
where he says that police reached
the society after he made calls to
the senior police officials. “We are
here and are ashamed to say that
we are in the government
(humein sharmindagi mehsoos ho
rahi hai kehte hue ki hamaari
sarkaar hai)... Find out how 15
men entered the society... There
can be nothing more shameful
than this,” he is heard saying.

According toresidents, several
men entered the housing society
around 8 pm after givinga wrong
address. “Around 8 pm, several
goons entered after giving a
wrong address to security officials
atthe main gate. They then started
asking people for the address of
the woman who Tyagi had

(Clockwise from left) Police at the society after the men barged in; BJP MP from Gautam Budh Nagar, Dr Mahesh Sharma, at the society on Sunday night;

Shrikant Tyagi remains on the run; the argument was over planting of plam trees at the society

abused. Residents alerted the
RWA and members of the secu-
rity team. Police were called.
Meanwhile, several residents sur-
rounded the goons and started
questioning them. They said they
were here to support Tyagi,” said
Manish Gupta, a RWA Board
member.

The woman had on Saturday
told The Indian Express that the
incident had been harrowing for
her and her family. Speaking to
BJPleaders, she had also pressed
for his arrest.

Noida Commissioner of
Police Alok Singh and MLA
Pankaj Singh were among those
who met her on Sunday night.

“I have asked the Joint CP to
delist the company providing se-
curity to the society. There were
lapses in providing security.
Outside the society, security

arrangements are being tight-
ened. We are increasing number
of police personnel posted in the
area... We have also provided se-
curity tothe woman and her fam-
ily. We are taking action against
Shrikant Tyagi under the Gangster
Act,” Police Commissioner Alok
Singh told reporters. Earlier, police
had issued a statement saying
they had detained 5-6 men for
questioning. FIRs are being filed
against them, police officials said.

“We will take action if some-
one has entered the premises by
misrepresenting themselves.
Police are looking into it and ac-
tionmay be taken against the res-
idential complex security agency
aswell. We are strengthening the
security arrangement, it will be
strengthened further. Action will
be taken if any lapses have taken
place,” Pankaj Singh said.

On FB and Instagram, accused
has following in the thousands

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

81,000 FOLLOWERS on
Facebook and 52,400 on
Instagram — social media pro-
files purportedly belonging to
Shrikant Tyagi, who abused
and pushed a woman in a
Noida residential society on
Thursday, describe him as the
National Executive Member,
Bharatiya Janata Party Kisan
Morcha.

In photos shared on
Instagram in 2019, he is pur-

Never got support from Delhi govt despite
living in city for 20 years, says CWG medallist

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

WRESTLER DIVYA Kakran, who
won a bronze medal at the ongo-
ing Commonwealth Games,
Sunday tweeted that despite prac-
ticing and living in Delhi for the
past 20 years, she had never been
awarded any money by the state
government, nor has she received
any help till date.

She was reacting to CM Arvind
Kejriwal congratulating her for the
latestwin. “I thank the honourable
Chief Minister from the bottom of
my heart for congratulating me.
For the past 20 years, I have lived
and practiced wrestling in Delhi
but till now, I have not been
awarded any money or received

any help from the state govern-
ment,” she tweeted. “It is my re-
quest that you honour me just the
way you honour other players,
whodespite being from Delhi play
for a different state,” she added.
Responding to the tweet, AAP
national spokesperson, Saurabh
Bhardwayj, said, “The whole coun-
tryis proud of you, sister. But I can’t
remember thatyou played for the
state of Delhi. You have always
played for Uttar Pradesh. But a
player belongs to the country. You
do not expect any awards from
Yogi Adityanath ji. | am sure the
Delhi CM will listen to you.”
Agovernment spokesperson,
inan official statement, said, “The
Delhi government respects all
sportspersons in the country and
wishes for a bright future for

Wrestler Divya Kakran won
abronze medal at the
Commonwealth Games. P11

them. Divya Kakran plays for
Uttar Pradesh at the moment. If
she has played on behalf of Delhi,
or has been part of any sports
schemein Delhi or has applied for
any such scheme, the state gov-
ernment will certainly look into
what she has said.”

Thisis not the first time Kakran
told Kejriwal she has not got the
support she expected from Delhi.
Speaking at a felicitation cere-
mony after her Asian Games win
(bronze medal) in 2018, Kakran
had told Kejriwal she did not get
support during preparation.
“When [ won a medal in Asian
championships, nothing was
done for me. I come from very
tough circumstances. You need to
think about supporting poor chil-
dren. Today you have called us

here but when we need it the
most, no one helps us... if we get
support when we need it, we can
giveour 100% and even geta gold.
WhenIwonamedal during CWG,
you had called and said you will
help us.Ihad asked for support for
training for Asian Games but
nothing happened. I sent a letter
stating the things Iwanted but af-
ter thatno one even took my calls.
Today I am getting accolades but
whenIwanted it,Ididn’t get sup-
port. Please think about the chil-
dren who are starting out now...
Delhi has got very few medals.
Look at Haryana, they give medal-
lists Rs 3 crore. Delhi has now de-
cided toraise theamount fromRs
20lakhto 1 crore,” she had said.

Kejriwal had assured to sup-
port her at the time.

Terminated for protesting, 884 anganwadi
workers, helpers struggle to make ends meet

AISWARYARAJ
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

AS KANTI, an anganwadi helper
wholost her job four months ago,
walked into her colleague’s two-
room house, her friends who had
already assembled for ameeting
said, “Kanti nahi kranti hai woh.”
Withagrimace, she replied, “My
life is anything but revolution-
ary.” One of the 884 anganwadi
workers and helpers terminated
from their jobs on March 13,
Kanti is yet to find another job.

The staffers were sacked fol-
lowing a month-long protest to
press for better wages.

Kanti (48), who had been
working as an anganwadi helper
for 30 years at the time, said:
“The order came on WhatsApp
onMarch 14, dated the previous
day. I could not comprehend the
reason. [t was my right to protest,
and it cannot be the grounds on
which they fire us.”

A single mother, she lives
with one of her two sons at
Shankar Marg in Fazalpur, who
ekes out a living by selling toys.

“My husband died two months
ago.l haven’tbeen able to get an-
other job,” she said. Showing her
near-empty wallet, she said,
“Look how big my purse is, but it
does not have anything.”

After the matter reached the
Delhi High Court in March, the
Delhi government assured the
bench that it will not terminate
any more workers or helpers in
connection with the strike.

When asked if the govern-
ment would consider taking
back the terminated persons, its
lawyer, Abhishek Manu Singhvi
said the government would try
to take a compassionate view
but the petitioners “should not
putagunon my head”.

InFebruary, the then Women
and Child Development Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam announced
that honorariums for anganwadi
workers and helpers will be in-
creased toRs 12,720and Rs 6,810
respectively and said this hike will
be implemented from March 1.

Protests, however, continued
as protesting workers found the
increase too low and their de-
mands such as healthcare cover-

They were sacked aftera
month-long protest to press
for better wages. Archive

age and PF were not met. This
was till the termination notices
started trickling in in March.
Anita (32), another single
mother, had been working as a
helper for 15 years when she was
terminated via a letter on
WhatsApp, later sent by post, that
read,“...(she)wasreported to have
been continuously absenting
from duties and also admitted to
have beenanactive participantin
the strike, agitation and dharna...
services have been hereby termi-
nated withimmediate effect.” She

started working in 2007 for a
salary of Rs 750, which was Rs
4,839 thelast time it was credited
to her bank account, in January.

“Apart from a widow pension
since my husband’s death four
years ago and odd jobs like rakhi-
making, my family has no in-
come. On many days, we eatata
gurdwara langar nearby. I don’t
have aration card either. We have
to rely on dry ration my son
brings from his school. The Union
(Delhi State Anganwadi Workers
and Helpers Union) helps me fi-
nancially at times,” Anita said.

Anganwadi helpers’ job en-
tails ensuring attendance of chil-
dren in areas assigned to them,
serving food, and overseeing their
hygiene. They work in the sector
of early childhood care, under the
Integrated Child Development
Scheme (ICDS) which focuses on
the development of health and
nutritional status of children be-
tween 0 to 6 years of age.

Delhi has 10,392 workers and
10,739 helpers.

During the pandemic, they
also had to do door-to-door deliv-
ery of ration, check in on the

health of children and do rounds
inareas under anganwadi limits.

“We were not provided with
masks or any protective gear,and
transportation and other costs
were met from our own salary of
Rs 4,839. People have misbe-
haved during these surveys. We
have neither job security nor
safety while carrying it out,” said
Bimla (42), whose children’s tu-
ition fees were earlier paid by her
income. She was posted at ICDS
Shakarpur. “My husband earns a
pittance from his shop. The entire
home runs on it now,” she said.

On July 16, a delegation met
L-G VK Saxena and submitted a
memorandum. “Nothing has
happened after that; we are still
awaiting a response from his of-
fice,” Anita said.

Though the Delhi govern-
ment sentout 11,942 show cause
notices for participating in the
strike, termination orders came
for 884. Workers and helpers say
they have no knowledge of why
these 884 were singled out.

Agovernment spokesperson
refused to comment on the

matter.

portedly seen with BJP presi-
dent ] P Nadda, former UP
Deputy CM Keshav Prasad
Maurya, and addressing a Vijay
Sankalp Rally from the stage.
Many posts have hashtags such
as #Elections2019, #BJPIndia
and #BJPMission4UP.

On the Facebook page, the
most recent post is dated August
5 and congratulates people on
the two-year anniversary of the
Bhoomi Pujan at the Ayodhya
Ram Temple site.

The BJP has strongly denied
any links with Tyagi. On
Saturday, when Gautam Budh

Nagar MP Mahesh Sharma met
residents of the society and was
questioned about Tyagi's al-
leged association with the
party, he said, "I want to assure
you that this man is not associ-
ated with our party. He may
have clicked a photo with a
party leader; that's a separate
issue... Tyagi's background is
subject of investigation but in
my entire political life, I have
never seen this manin any pro-
gramme of the party. He should
be given the strictest punish-
ment. Tyagi is neither a mem-
ber nor a worker of the party."

MCD polls:
‘Delimitation
exercise on
track, to be
completed by
Nov deadline’

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

THE DELIMITATION commission
formed to carve out 250 wards
in Delhi to pave the way for MCD
elections is hopeful of finishing
the task in four months as it has
received most of the data
needed to complete the exercise,
sources said.

The commission has re-
ceived ward-wise details of vot-
ers, maps of wards and assem-
bly constituencies, and work has
begun. “As of now, it is felt that
there would not be any need for
physical verification as there is
complete data of ward bound-
aries,” said a source, adding that
the Directorate of Census
Operations and Office of Chief
Electoral Officer, Delhi, have pro-
vided the latest electoral rolls.

The commission, which s us-
ing digitised maps of Geospatial
Delhi Limited (GSDL), is hopeful
of submitting the draft report on
the exercise within the stipulated
deadline of November 2022.

The average size of the ward
would be around 65,000.Each as-
sembly constituency shall be di-
vided into a minimum of three
wards and the principal of aver-
age population may not be main-
tained throughout, therefore a
deviation to the extent of plus mi-
nus ten percent may be accept-
able to the Central Government,
said the official order.

The order also stated that the
total population of the corpora-
tion (2011 census) shall be di-
vided by the total number of
wards and average population of
eachward shall be obtained. The
average shall be guiding factor
for delimiting the wards in such
a manner that each ward so far
as practicable has equal popula-
tion limiting the number of
wards not more than 250.

IMEI blocking, better tech: How
cops plan to stop phone snatching

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 7

WITH THE city seeing an in-
crease in street crime, especially
phone snatching cases, the Delhi
Police is planning to team up
with internet service providers
and the department of telecom-
munications to block stolen or
robbed phones through the
International Mobile Equipment
Identity (IMEI) number.

Senior police officers said they
will note down the stolen/ robbed
phone’s IMEInumber onaserver
and block the device immedi-
ately. This will act as a deterrent
for criminals as they can no longer
use the device, they said.

According to police, a total of
4,660 snatching cases have been
reported in the city this year be-
tween January 1 and June 28.
There hasbeenan 11-15%increase
in street crimes as compared to
lastyear, withinterstate gangs tar-
geting mostly senior citizens and
women, police said. The robbed
phones are sold to “receivers” in
and around Delhi who thenresell
them in other states, they added.

“It's a menace and we have
come up with the idea toimme-
diately register data of all stolen
phones and upload it on our
servers and Crime and Criminal
Tracking Network and Systems.
Inatesting period of one month,
we were able to block more than
950 IMEI numbers/phones. This
way, the phone is of no use to the
accused and the receiver will not
be able to make money,” said a
senior officer at the police HQ.

In March, the former police
chief at a crime-review meeting
had encouraged DCPs to upload
IMEI details of stolen phones on
CCTNS and police website.

“The gangs thrive on profits
they make by selling stolen
phones every day. If we block the
IMEI with help from internet
service providers and our
servers, the thieves will be left
clueless and will have to discard
the phone. Soon, receivers will
also stop buying phones from
thieves,” added the officer.

Police are also helping victims
register on the Central Equipment
Identity Register (CEIR) to block

New Delhi

Unique
code

EXPLAINED

International Mobile
Equipment Identity is a
unique digit code used
to trace a phone in case
of theft. Each device has
an IMEI number that can
be checked on the
phone, online or on the
phone’s box.

their stolen phones.

Some challenges, however; re-
main. A senior police officer
posted in the Northern Range,
who refused to be named, said,
“We take complaints, register FIRs
and ask the complainantif she/he
wants to block the IMEI number.
Many times, the victims don’t
agree because once the device is
blocked, the accused won't be able
touseitand willdiscarditand the
person will never get their phone
back. Instead, we are now enhanc-
ingour servers to trace the phones
once anew SIM card is inserted.”

The cyber-crime unit said a
few gangs have also started for-
matting stolen phone. “Mobile
phones which don’t have a flexi-
ble operating system can be bro-
ken into. There is software that
can change IMEI numbers of the
phones as well. This might cause
trouble for law-enforcement
agencies in blocking stolen de-
vices,” said an officer.

2 involved in stealing,
reselling phones after
altering settings held

Meanwhile, police busted an
interstate gang by arresting two
men who allegedly change IMEI
numbers of stolen phones using
special software and resell the de-
vices at Chandni Chowk market.

Police found that the accused,
Sameer (24)and Azim (21), who
are trained in repairing phones/
devices, have been ‘actively’ rob-
bing phones in Delhi and UP.
Police said 66 such phones were
recovered from one of their hide-
outs, along with a laptop, on
which police found the software.
The main accused, a Dehradun-

based engineer, who has been
running the gang for at least
three years, is on the run.

On July 22, police received a
complaint of phone theft at
Welcome police station. With
help of CCTV footage and local
enquiry, the two men were ar-
rested outside Jafrabad Metro
station. They allegedly had the
stolen phone and were on a
stolen bike, said police.

DCP (Northeast) Sanjay Sain
said, “We found that they worked
witha 10-12 member gang. They
would not only steal phones but
also alter the settings and sell
them in local markets. The IMEI
numbers were being changed
using third-party software.”

Explaining the modus
operandi, the DCP said, “They
have men who steal or rob
phones from crowded areas. They
collect all phones, unlock them
using the software, and change
the IMEI number and other set-
tings. To evade arrest, they would
even change the body of the de-
viceand sellit to their associates.”

Their associate, who is also
on the run, would further sell the
phones in Karol Bagh and
Chandni Chowk, police added. A
raid was conducted at one of
their hideouts in Jafrabad and
police found a HP laptop, an LCD-
separator machine, camera
glass, a glue machine, and regis-
ters along with 50 mobile
phones, police said. Another raid
was conducted in the area and
police recovered 15 phones and
40 back panels (of phones).

The machines were used to
dismember the phones and
change camera glass, back pan-
els and screens to give them a
new look, police further said.

“Allwere robbed phones. We
had to take out their IMEI num-
bers and put them on the server.
So far, 18 of the recovered phones
have been linked to FIRs lodged
in Delhi and UP. The machines
and panels show the accused
were changing the body of the
devices with spare parts. We are
looking for the gang leaders and
other accused,” said the DCP.

The recovered cases are from
Paharganj, Kalkaji, Karol Bagh,
Mukherjee Nagar, Hapur and
Ghaziabad among other places.
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GOVT & POLITICS

THE EXCEPTION

IN THE Vice-Presidential polls, the Opposition may have
fielded a candidate against Jagdeep Dhankhar knowing fully
well that it was a losing battle but once the NDA candidate
won, almost all senior opposition leaders — among them
Sonia Gandhi, Sharad Pawar, Sitaram Yechury, Akhilesh
Yadav, Tejashwi Yadav — congratulated him. However, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee did not put out any
congratulatory message on her social media handle. There
were a flurry of tweets from her congratulating the CWG
medal winners. The Trinamool Congress had abstained from
voting in the Vice-Presidential elections, drawing flak from
some of the Opposition parties. In fact, Margaret Alva, while
congratulating her opponent, noted that some Opposition
parties had chosen to directly or indirectly support the BJP in
an attempt to derail the idea of a united Opposition.

ON PAPER

THE JIBE

ITHAS been close to three months since Congress president Sonia
Gandhi set up a political affairs group, as announced by her at
the Udaipur Chintan Shivir. She had included G 23 leaders
Ghulam Nabi Azad and Anand Sharmain the panel, whichin her
words was to be an advisory group that would meet regularly to
discuss and deliberate upon political issues and challenges before
the party. Incidentally, the group has not met even once since its
formation. Sonia had made it clear that the group would not be
a collective decision-making body. Besides Azad and Sharma,
the group has Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge, Ambika Soni,
Digvijaya Singh, K C Venugopal and Jitendra Singh as members.

AS JANATA Dal (United)'s internal fight became public after the
partyaccused its former chiefR CPSingh of “huge irregularities”
in immovable properties, prompting him to quit, Lok Janshakti
Party national president Chirag Paswan took a jibe at Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar on Sunday. Chirag said despite Nitish ad-
mitting that Singh indulged in corruption, he calls himself
“SushashanBabu”. The P chiefadded, “There is now discord in
the house of the one who broke the house of others.”

HARYANA

Sampat to join Cong today,
keen to take on Bishnoi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 7

FORMER HARYANA minister
Sampat Singh will again join the
Congressinthe presence of former
chief minister Bhupinder Singh
Hoodain Chandigarh on Monday.

The former minister is keen
to contest against Kuldeep
Bishnoi, who recently joined the
BJP after leaving the Congress,
from Adampur constituency
whenever a bypoll takes place
there. Bishnoi, who was repre-
senting the Adampur seatin the

Govt plans
special airport
desks, simplified
visa norms for
overseas patients

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 7

INTERPRETERS, SPECIAL desks at
10airports, simplified visanorms,
amulti-lingual portal and are go-
ing tobe the highlights of the gov-
ernment’s ‘Heal in India’ initiative
to boost medical tourism.

The ‘Heal in India’ initiative
aims to position the country asa
global hub for medical and well-
ness tourism. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is likely to an-
nounce it on August 15 and the
Health Ministry is putting finish-
ing touches toits various aspects
and measures for ease of over-
seas patients.

“In a bid to boost medical
travel and provide end-to-end
patient journey facilitation, the
government will deploy lan-
guage interpreters and set up
health desks at the 10 identified
airports for queries related to
medical travel, transport, board-
ing and lodging among others,”
one of the sources said.

The 10identified airports are
— Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Kolkata,
Visakhapatnam, Kochi,
Ahmedabad, Hyderabad and
Guwahati — see higher footfalls
of patients from these 44 coun-
tries, the sources said.

Assembly, resigned from the
Vidhan Sabha membership be-
fore joining the BJP.

Singh, a six-time MLA, had
recently met senior Congress
leader K CVenugopal in the pres-
ence of Rajya Sabha MP
Deepender Singh Hooda and ex-
pressed his keenness to be back
join the grand old party.

On Sunday, he held a meet-
ing of his supporters in Hisar
who too supported his plan to
join the Congress.

Ahead of October 2019
Assembly polls, Singh had left
the Congress to join the BJP.

SEVENTH GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING OF NITI AAYOG

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union ministers and Chief Ministers at the NITI Aayog meeting in New Delhi on Sunday. P

Kerala, West Bengal flag need for
better Centre-state cooperatlon

THE SEVENTH meeting of the
Governing Council of NITI Aayog
was attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Chief
Ministers of many states. Here’s
what some of the CMs said:

Chhattisgarh
Modi praised the Godhan Nyay
Yojana initiated by the

Congress-led government in
Chhattisgarh, saying the scheme
is in the interest of farmers as
vermi-compost prepared from
cow dung helps in increasing
productivity of the field.

Addressing the meeting,
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel suggested that
MGNREGA should be imple-
mented in rural areas located
near cities and cities with pop-
ulation of less than 20,000. He
reiterated the state’s demand
of GST compensation, transfer-
ring of the amounts collected
as ‘additional levy’ from coal
block companies and reim-
bursement of expenditure of Rs
11,828 crore made by the state
government for eradication of
Left Wing Extremism. The GST
compensation grant should be
continued for the next five
years, he said.

Kerala

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said the Union govern-
ment needs toaddress challenges
of cooperative federalism.

He said legislation on sub-
jects in the Concurrent List
should be initiated only after ad-
equate consultation with states,
and the Centre should desist
from making legislation on
items in the State List.

Referring to the June 3
Supreme Court verdict, which
made one km of eco-sensitive
zone mandatory for all protected
forest tracts, the Chief Minister
said the Centre should have le-
gal remedies in this regard.

He also sought completion of
national highway development in

PM Narendra Modi interacts with Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot
and Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel at the NITI Aayog
meeting in New Delhi on Sunday. PMo

the state ina time-bound manner.

West Bengal

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
emphasised that the Centre
should look into the demands
of the state governments “more
seriously” and no policies
should be forced on them.

She stressed that there
should be a “greater coopera-
tion” between the Centre and
the states. Banerjee also said that
state governments should not be
pressurised to implement the
National Education Policy.

Haryana

Urging the Union govern-
ment to promote natural farm-
ing in the country, Haryana CM
Manohar Lal Khattar narrated
how his state’s per-capita in-
come is the highest among the
major states of the country.

Khattar assured NITI Aayog
cooperation of the state “in
achieving the target of India be-
coming a $ 5 trillion economy”.

“Despite being a small state
Haryana has made a significant
contribution to the country's
economy. Per capita income of
Haryanais Rs 2,74,635, which is

highest among the major states.
Haryana is also included in the
leading states of the country on
the parameters of economic de-
velopment...,” he said.

Punjab

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann presented the
case of farmers of the state by
underlining the need for making
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
a legal guarantee and ensuring
foolproof marketing system for
alternative crops.

He said that as agriculture is
no longer a profitable venture so
farmers are facing a serious cri-
sis.Mann said that all out efforts
must be made to bail out the
farmers from this situation for
which the Union government
must step in.

Maharashtra

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on Sunday em-
phasised reforms for ushering in
greater transparency and ac-
countability in functioning in ur-
ban local bodies. Under the Right
to Information (RTI) Act, the state
government will launch aninte-
grated web portal as a single de-
livery platform for all notified

micro-municipal services of the
urban local bodies on August 15.

Shinde also highlighted the
steps taken by the state for the
implementation of the National
Education Policy and said that
his government was fully com-
mitted to the effective rollout of
this education policy.

Rajasthan

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot reiterated the
state’s demand for declaring
Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project
(ERCP) as a national project.

Gehlot also said the change
in financial participation pat-
tern of centrally sponsored
schemes has led to additional
burden on the states. He also
said the Centre should extend
the period of GST compensation
by five years from June 2022 to
June 2027 and that about Rs
3,780 crore of GST compensa-
tion, which s still pending with
the Centre, should also be re-
leased to the state.

Uttar Pradesh

Reiterating his government’s
resolve to make Uttar Pradesh a
$1 trillion (Rs 80 lakh crore)
economy in the next three years,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Sunday credited PM Modi’s
guidance and leadership for the
“success of the state”.

Adityanath said that his
government was working in a
planned manner towards
achieving the “challenging”
goal of making Uttar Pradesh a
$1 trillion (Rs 80 lakh crore)
economy with a “focus on mak-
ing the state's infrastructure
world-class”.

The CM added that the work
of the GIS survey in 17 munici-
pal corporations was in
progress to improve the finan-
cial condition of the municipal
bodies, due to which doubling
of house tax is possible by the
end of this financial year.

ENS&PTI

Nitish skips NITI meet, 4th such Central event in 3 weeks

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, AUGUST 7

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish
Kumar skipped the NITI Aayog
meeting held by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday.
Sources close to the CM said
Nitish, who recently recovered
from Covid, wants to avoid travel
as “a matter of precaution".
This is the fourth Central
meeting since July 17 that the
Bihar CM has stayed away from,
amid strained relations with ally

BJP. On Sunday, one of its senior
most leaders, R C P Singh, who
had run afoul with Nitish over
accepting a Cabinet berth at the
Centre, quit the JD(U).

While  Nitish  joined
Telangana CM K Chandrashekar
Rao in staying away from the
NITI Aayog meeting, he was
scheduled to attend a 'National
Handloom Day' function in
Patna on Sunday, along with
Deputy CM Tarkiahore Prasad
and Industries Minister Syed
Shahnawaz Hussain.

Nitish also has a Janata

Bihar Chief
Minister
Nitish
Kumar

Durbar on Monday.

Earlier, he kept away from a
meeting of CMs called on July 17
over matters concerning the na-
tional flag, by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. On July 22,
Nitish chose not to attend the
farewell dinner hosted by PM
Modi for outgoing President

Ram Nath Kovind. On July 25, he
also skipped the swearing-in of
NDA candidate Droupadi
Murmu as President.

JD(U) sources said Nitish
was upset over “overt political
posturings” by the central BJP
leadership at a two-day na-
tional meeting of all its frontal
organisations held in Patna on
July 30-31. Even though Shah
talked about “contesting the
2024 Lok Sabha and 2025
Assembly polls in alliance with
the JD(U)”, the Bihar CM noted
that several second-rung lead-

ers continued to talk “too much
about repeal of Article 370 and
nationalism”, issues that Nitish
is not comfortable with.

A BJP leader admitted that
Nitish not attending the NITI
Aayog meeting did not send a
good signal.

However, BJP national
spokesperson Guru Prakash
Paswan played down Nitish’s
absence from the meeting.
“There is absolutely no point in
reading too much politics into
this. We will continue to serve
the people of Bihar...,” he said.

Gehlot says death

ﬂ penalty for rape

leading to murders,

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, AUGUST 7

A CONTROVERSY has erupted
over Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot's statement that
ever since death penalty wasin-
troduced for rape, there had
beenarise in assault victims be-
ing murdered by accused to pre-
vent them from testifying.

Opposition parties, including
the BJP and AAP, as well as the
Delhi Commission for Women
slammed Gehlot for his remarks.

Speaking in Delhi on Friday,
on the sidelines of the Congress
protest against price rise, Gehlot
said: “Rape ho rahe hain
bachchiyon ke saath mein. Aur
bachchiyon kajabse kar diya hai ki
bhai usko phansi ki saza milegi,
Nirbhaya ke baad mein... uske baad
mein hatyayein bahut zyada hone
lag gayeen bachchiyon ki. Rape
karne wala dekhta hai ye to gavah
banjayegi kalmere khilaaf(Rapes
are happening against girls. And
since dealth penalty was intro-
duced for accused, after
Nirbhaya... a lot of girls are being
murdered. The rapist fears that
tomorrow she will become a wit-
ness against me).”

The CM added: “Toh woh rape
bhi karte hain aur hatya bhi kar
dete hain bachchiyon ki. Poore
mulk mein, main dekh raha hoon
Jjo report aa rahi hai, ye ek bahut
khatarnak trend hai (So the ac-
cused rapes and also murders the
girl. I can see this in reports com-
ing from across the country, thisis
avery dangerous trend).”

_; faces backlash

BJP MLA and Rajasthan
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Rajendra Rathore said the state-
ment reflected the failure of the
Gehlot government in control-
ling incidents of rape in the state.
Calling the remarks “unfortu-
nate and shameful”, Rathore
said: “The CM, who is also the
chief of the Home Department,
cannot shirk away from the fail-
ure of his government when it
comes to increasing cases of rape
in the state.”

He added that the previous
BJP government in the state had
brought in the provision of death
penalty against those accused of
raping minors, and Gehlot was
opposing it due to his govern-
ment's failure.

Delhi Commission for
Women Chairperson Swati
Maliwal tweeted, “No amount of
condemnation of this statement
by Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot will be enough.
Today, barbaric rapes of girls are
happening in the country. The
law was made after much pains
and hunger strike. The morale of
every victim breaks because of
such statements by politicians.
The job of leaders is to provide
women’s security and not give
useless statements.”

Following the backlash,
Gehlot told reporters Sunday
that he stood by his remarks
and had only spoken the real-
ity of what was happening in
the country. He also said it was
the habit of the the BJP to
“make fake information viral in
the media”.

UP minister accused of
taking away conviction
order copy, police say

‘examining’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 7

A DAY after Uttar Pradesh
Cabinet minister Rakesh Sachan
allegedly took away a file of a
court order after he was held
guilty in a 1991 Arms Act case,
Kanpur Police on Sunday said
they are “examining” the con-
tents of the complaint filed by
the court reader. The police are
yet to file an FIR on a complaint
lodged by the court reader.

Sachan, meanwhile, denied
the charge and told ANI news
agency that he would appear be-
fore the court on Monday to
present his side of the story.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Joint Commissioner of
Police (Kanpur) Anand Prakash
Tiwari said: “An inquiry is being
conducted by  Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(Kotwali)...On the basis of the in-
quiry report, further action will
be taken.”

A court in Kanpur had fixed
Saturday for the pronouncement
of judgment in the 1991 case and
had summoned the minister.

“As per the complaint filed by
the court reader, the presiding
officer held Rakesh Sachan guilty
inthe case and started the hear-
ing on the quantum of sentence.
When the presiding officer went
inside his chamber, Sachan’s
lawyer sought the file to check

complaint
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Rakesh
Sachan

the order. In the meantime,
Sachan left the court premises
with the order copy,” a senior po-
lice officer said.

Denying the charges, the
minister told ANI: “I had gone
to court on Saturday to attend
the trial of the case pending
against me. My lawyer had
asked me to come to court. [
reached the courtaround 11.00
am. Since I had to attend other
engagements, and it was get-
ting late, my lawyer filed an ex-
emption application. [ left the
court around 12.00 noon. [
don’t know what happened in
court... After I returned, I came
to know about all these allega-
tions through media and news-
papers,”

“Will go to court tomorrow
(Monday) and present my side. [
will follow what the court or-
ders,” he added.

According to the prosecu-
tion, a case was filed against
Sachanon August 13,1991 after
he failed to show the licence for
arifle, which he was carrying
with him. Sachan had then
claimed that the rifle belonged
to his grandfather, added the
prosecution.

Jal Jeevan mission: A Maharashtra village holds a lesson for the rest of India

ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 7

PIMPALGHAR-RANJNOLI, A vil-
lage situated in the industrial
belt of Thane district's Bhiwandi
tehsil along the Mumbai-Nasik
highway, has used funds under
the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) to
ensure that all 842 families in the
village get tap water connection.
In other words, each of the 5,644
residents of the village has access
to 55 litres of water every day.
Under the JJM, the central
government, in partnership with
states, aims to provide potable
water in adequate quantity and
prescribed quality on a long-
term basis to every rural house-
hold, including in tribal areas of
the country, through tap water

connection by 2024.

With industries mushroom-
ing all around it, Pimpalghar-
Ranjnoli has been a preferred
residential destination for
labourers from different parts of
the country. But as more and
more labour-
erscame tothe
village, water
demand rose
sharply.

“It was nec-
essary. One
cannot live without water.
Women benefited the most due
to this initiative. Earlier we used
to spend half a day in ensuring
water availability for the house-
hold chores. But thatis all a thing
of the past now,” said Sulochana
Bhagat, former sarpanch of the
village.

GOVERNANCE

MAHARASHTRA

Even during the Covid-19
pandemic, the village used its
funds — around Rs 7 to 8 lakh —
to lay down the pipelines.

What is equally remarkable
about Pimpalghar-Ranjnoli's
achievement is the fact that the
village has ef-
fectively en-
sured that res-
idents pay the
user charges
for tap water.
Often, such
initiatives and success stories fail
because local authorities fail to
bring about a discipline where
people pay the required user
charges. In the absence of such
user charges, many similar ini-
tiatives become unsustainable.

Each connection gets a wa-
ter bill of Rs 100 per month.
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Receipt of the village water
bill. Pimpalghar-Ranjnoli
has a 90 per cent bill
payment record. Express

According to G L Chowdhari, the
Village Development Officer of
Pimpalghar-Ranjnoli, the village
has a 90 per cent bill payment
record.

“Village gets a bill of around
Rs 25,000 to Rs 27,000 from

BMC every year and we try to
pay the full amount without any
dues,” he said. The village gets
its water from pipelines running
through villagers' fields that
take water to Mumbai from
dams in Thane district.

Not satisfied withits achieve-
ments, the village is also extend-
ing its efforts towards reducing
water wastage.

AtPimpalghar-Ranjnoli,each
household gets water in the
morning — from 7 am to around
11am.

“Earlier, when we had less wa-
ter, it was used carefully. Now,
many times, taps remain open,
wasting water.  roam to close
running taps and tell people that
we must save water. Convenience
cannot make us irresponsible,”
said Vicky Patil, who works with

New Delhi

the gram panchayat.

While Pimpalghar-Ranjnoli
can stand out as a model for the
rest of the country, it is part of a
broader effort by the state gov-
ernment to implement JJM.
Maharashtra is one of the lead-
ing states in the country in im-
plementing the JJM.

As per the data from the cen-
tral government, almost 71 per
cent of households in
Maharashtra have access toatap
connection; the national average
is just under 52 per cent. By this
metric, Maharashtra ranks ninth
after Goa, Telangana, Haryana,
Andaman and Nicobar islands,
Punjab, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh
and Manipur.

“Around 90 per cent of the
villages in the state already had
at least one tap. It helped us in

planning the mission. Our chal-
lenge was to ensure that every
household in the village gets the
tap water,” said Hrishikesh
Yashod, Mission Director, [JM,
Mabharashtra.

The state has planned 37422
schemes within JJM at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 20,968.79 crore
in Zilla Parishads (ZP). As of July
25, Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs) for 31,430 (84 per cent)
schemes are ready. Out of these,
technical sanctions for 26,278 and
administrative approval for
22,597 have been given. A total of
19,156 tenders have been issued.

The state has issued work or-
dersfor 12,438 schemes. Out of the
total schemes, 1,914 are complete
while work on remaining 10,057
isongoing.  FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com
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Manipur suspends
mobile net for five
days, cites tense
communal situation

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, AUGUST7

THE Manipur government has
suspended mobile Internet serv-
icesfor five daysin the entire state
citing tense communal situation
and possibilities of law and order
problems, after two vehicles were
torched by miscreants in separate
incidents Saturday evening.

In the firstincident, a vehicle
was set ablaze at Phougakchao
Ikhai Awang Leikai in Bishnupur
district. In retaliation, members
of the rival group torched a vehi-
cle in Churachandpur district,
police said.

Afteravideo of one of the inci-
dents went viral on social media,
the state issued the order sus-
pending mobile Internet services
for five days.

Thedistrictadministrations of
Churachandpur and Bishnupur
also imposed prohibitory orders
under the CrPC for two months.

H Gyan Prakash, Special
Secretary, Home, said in the order
thatmobile Internet services were
being suspended to prevent any
disturbance to peace and public
order in Manipur. The order said
there was animminent danger of
loss of life or damage to publicand
private property, and of wide-
spread disturbances to public

Manipur has been
seeing protests by tribal
student bodies
demanding release of
ATSUM leaders

tranquillity and communal harm,
asaresultofinflammatory mate-
rial and false rumours.

“The social media has also be-
come a handy tool for rumour
mongers and is being used to in-
cite the general public, which
might have serious repercussions
for the law-and-order situationin
the state,” the order said.

Manipur has been seeing
protests by tribal student bodies
demanding the release of lead-
ers of the All Tribal Students’
Union Manipur (ATSUM), apex
body of tribal students in state.
On Saturday, 30 tribal student
protesters and two police per-
sonnel were injured in a con-
frontation in Imphal.

Five ATSUM leaders had been
arrested following imposition of
a total shutdown and economic
blockade in the hill districts of
Manipur by the tribal body, after
state government failed to table
the Autonomous District Councils
Amendment Bill, 2021, in the
Budget Session of the Assembly.

IS suspect Mohsin Ahmed being produced at Patiala House
court in New Delhi on Sunday. Praveen Khanna

IS member involved in funds
collection held in Delhi: NIA

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST7

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested a Patna
resident from BatlaHouse in Delhi
on charges of being an active
member of the terror group
IslamicState(IS). The accused has
beenidentified as Mohsin Ahmed.

Ahmed was arrested on
Saturday after searches con-
ducted at his premises and else-
whereina case pertaining to “on-
line and on ground activities of
ISIS” registered by the agency on
June 25.

“Accused Mohsin Ahmed is a
radicalised and active member of
ISIS. He has been arrested for his
involvement in collection of funds

Classifieds

for ISIS from sympathisersin India
aswellasabroad. He was sending
these funds to Syria and other
places in form of cryptocurrency
inorder to further the activities of
ISIS,” the NIA said in a statement.
Last Sunday, the agency had
conducted searches at 13 loca-
tions across six states in the case.
The agency had said the
searches led to seizure of “incrim-
inating documents/material”.
Onthe same day,NIA had also
conducted  searches in
Thiruvananthapuram district in
Keralainthe case pertaining toar-
restof one Sathik Batcha, whowas
arrested in February along with
four others in Tamil Nadu.
According toNIA, the accused
hatched a conspiracy for threat-
ening general publicand police of-
ficialsand had attempted to mur-
der police personnel during the
checking of their vehicle when
they were intercepted on
February 21.

NTA opens fresh exam window
after glitches hit CUET phase 2

Fresh slots from Aug 24 to Aug 28; enhanced server capacity among steps taken

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST?7

A FRESH examination window,
enhancement of server capacity,
and quicker delivery of question
papersto centres across the coun-
try are among the measures be-
ing taken by the National Testing
Agency (NTA) to avoid a recur-
rence of technical glitches in the
Common University Entrance Test
for undergraduate admissions
(CUET-UG).

The NTA announced Sunday
that candidates who could not sit
for the test between August4and
August 6 will now be accommo-
dated in fresh slots between
August 24 and August 28 for
which new admit cards will also
beissued inafew days.

On Sunday, the fourth day of
the CUET-UG second phase that
started on August 4, exams took
placeacross 276 centres. The NTA
did not announce any cancella-
tions for the second straight day,
in a respite from August 4 and 5,

Non-bailable
warrant issued
against UP
minister in 2015
violence case

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 7

A GORAKHPUR court has issued
a non-bailable warrant against
Uttar Pradesh Cabinet Minister
and NISHAD Party chief Sanjay
Nishad inaseven-year-old case of
violence during a protest.

“The Gorakhpur Chief]Judicial
Magistrate court has issued an
NBW against Sanjay Nishad. The
court has directed the police to
present him before it before
August 10,” Superintendent of
Police (Gorakhpur City) Krishan
Kumar told The Indian Express.

According to police, the case
dates back to the violence during
aprotest in the Sahajanwa area of
GorakhpuronJune 7,2015.Nishad
and his supporters were holding
demonstrations demanding
reservations for the Nishad com-
munity ingovernment jobs. After
police resorted to lathicharge
against protesters,ayouth named
Akhilesh Nishad was killed in the
violence. A clashensued between
police and protesters.

Nishad and his supporters
were booked for rioting and van-
dalism among others. The case
was registered against 38 people.
Except for Sanjay Nishad, all were
arrested. He was accused of insti-
gating the crowd. He had surren-
dered in court in December that
year and was released on bail.

“It is not a non-bailable war-
rant, butabailable one. Whatever
the courthas ordered, it will be fol-
lowed.Ihave great respect for the
court and will follow its orders,”
Nishad said.

NISHAD Party, a BJP ally, won
six seatsin the Assembly elections
this year, and Sanjay Nishad was
made a Cabinet minister.

PERSONAL

I,Madhvi Panwar W/o Mr.
Jaspreet Singh, R/0 L-33, L-
Block, Nivedita Kunj, R.K.
Puram, Sector-10, New Delhi-
110022, have changed my
name to Madhvi Singh.

0040625916-1

l,Jyotsna Sharma alias Jyotsna
Paul D/o Late Lt. Col
Manmohan Nath SharmaR/o
Flat No-1286, Sector-B, Pocket-
1, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-
110070, changed my name to
Jyoti Paul after Marriage.

0040625916-2

I,Dalip Singh S/o Rajender
Singh R/0 H.N0.566P,Sector -
51,Near Houseing Board
Colony Gurgaon-122018
(Haryana), have changed my
name to Dilip Shekhawat.

0040626065-2

I, Priyanka Jain W/o Naveen
Gupta R/o0 B-2/37,Ground floor,
Sector -11, Rohini,Delhi-
110085, have changed my
name to Priyanka.

0040626065-1

| Anuksha Tiwari D/O, Satish
Kumar Tiwari R/0 House No.
Wz-35, Prakash Apartment,ii
Floor, Gali No-4, RajNagar,Pt-1
Palam Colony, District - South
West Delhi- 110077, have
changed my nameto
Anoushka Tiwari for all
purposes. Certificate No : IN-
DL68394884187392U,Dt-
01Aug22. 0040626063-1

I, Humera Bano W/o Kamal
Akhtar R/0 Mandi, Ward No.11,
Ujhari, Amroha UP have
changed my name to Humera.

0070798202-1
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Office of Executive Engineer (M)

T.No. 14/EE(M)/RPSK/2022-23

and Unit-3

Mo, S Commin-duction! 320

Tender Notice

Limited, Kalagarh, Distt. Pauri Garhwal invites sealed tender from
interested parties. Details of tender is given below.

Name of work/supply/services etc.:Repair of draft tube window of Unit-1

Estimated cost:Rs. 17,84,500/- GST Extra

Date of availability of bid document on website:07/08/2022

Last date for submission of tender:27/08/2022 up to 16.00 Hrs.

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents
can be downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”

O Bahaf of Ikt Fresident of ndia,

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: “UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone.: 0135-2763508, Fax- 0135- 2763507,
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

i@ 06.08.2022

Ramganga Power Station, UJVN

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M)

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

‘8] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAL
E-Auction Motice

Daln: 05063023
Tha Divisional Raway Manager,
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whenmajor glitches hit the exam-
ination process, inconveniencing
more than 50,000 candidates.

NTA sources said the agency,
in consultation with University
Grants Commission (UGC), re-
viewed the factors behind the
glitches over the weekend in
meetings in which Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
also participated. CUET is a com-
puter-based test like Joint Ent-
rance Examination (JEE) Mains.

“Taking lessons from our ex-
perience of paper leaks and
breach in confidentiality in the
past, we had decided to keep the
window between the upload of
question papers and the begin-
ning of the exam as short as pos-
sible. But on August 4, poor
Internet connectivity hit the
process, causing up to two-hour
delays. The CUET question papers
are larger in size as compared to
JEE Mains or NEET (National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test)and
take longer to get uploaded,” said
an official.

Also, in the case of around 50

Complex
@ Combinations

EXPLAINED

WHILE 9.1 lakh students
registered for the CUET-
UG, each one of them are
appearing in multiple pa-
pers, effectively making
the number of candidates
14.4 lakh. With 61 sub-
jectson offer,and every
candidate allowed to sit
for amaximum of nine
papers, 54,555 unique
combinations of subjects
have been chosen in the
exam that is being con-
ducted in 13 languages.

centres, the majority of them in
Delhi and NCR, local observers
reached late. “For the central com-
mand centre to upload the papers,
the centre in-charges need to be
present. They, in turn, make it
available to the students. Also,

when there are delays, they need
to handle the situation with sen-
sitivity.Instead, there were reports
of misbehaviour,” the official said.

UGC chairperson M Jagadesh
Kumar said the scale and diversity
of CUET-UG, the second biggest in
terms of registrations after NEET,
setsitapart.“The NTA tookalot of
care in setting up the papers, so
there are no complaints on diffi-
culty level or anything related.
That was a major challenge as
there were apprehensions regard-
ing out-of-syllabus questions due
to lack of uniformity among vari-
ous boards,” Kumar said.

Initially, the NTA had decided
toofferretests to the affected can-
didates between August 12-14.
“Asmany as 15,811 candidatesre-
quested a date different from 12
to 14 August. Similarly, many can-
didates have approached NTA re-
questing not to schedule their ex-
amination between 12 to 14
August as a series of festivals are
falling during this period,” NTA
senior director (exams) Sadhana
Parashar said.

Quasi-judicial power
to bureaucrats: Not
new, says Fadnavis

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,AUGUST 7

A day after the Opposition
slammed the state government
for granting quasi-judicial powers
held by cabinet ministers to bu-
reaucrats, deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Sunday
claimed that “rights” were given
tosecretaries evenin the past. He,
though, assured that cabinet ex-
pansion will take place in
Maharashtra soon.

State Chief Secretary Manu
Kumar Shrivastava on Friday is-
sued an order that granted quasi-
judicial powers to bureaucrats,
prompting criticism from
Opposition leaders.

“Such criticism is nothing but
political blame-game.
Secretaries are only given rights
to conduct hearings of quasi-ju-
dicial matters. There is nothing
new in this. Similar rights were
given to secretaries in the previ-
ous government as well, and the
one before that,” said Fadnavis,
adding that the practice has been

From Nalanda ruins, ‘university of
future’ is ready with new campus

SANTOSH SINGH
RAJGIR (NALANDA), AUGUST 7

OPEN ROOMS as study centres,
small classrooms with a student-
teacher ratio of 1:8, and “bottle-
shaped” bazaars and shoppingar-
cades for students--amere 12 km
from the ruins of Nalanda, this
soaring idea of a learning space
has been taking shape over the
last four years in Rajgir, a town
that’s over a 100 km from Patna.

Now, as the new campus of
Nalanda University (NU) pre-
pares for a formal inauguration,
the focus ison how best it can re-
tain the cultural and architectural
ethos of Nalanda Mahavihara,
the 5th-12th Century AD univer-
sity that is considered to be one
of the greatest centres of learn-
ing in ancient India.

NU Vice Chancellor Professor
Sunaina Singh is all set to an-
nounce the launch of full-fledged
operations on Monday. “As NU is
re-purposing its vibrant past with
its academic architecture, we an-
nounce commencement of the
academicyear 2022-23, function-
ing of hostels from new campus
and recent placements of the first
batch of MBA students by top re-
cruiters. Besides, various spe-
cialised short-term programmes
have been launched by the uni-
versity,” a university official told
The Indian Express.

What started in 2014 as two
schools housed at the Rajgir
Convention Centre -- with then
President AP] Abdul Kalam as its
first Visitor and Nobel Laureate
Amartya Sen its first Chancellor -
- is today spread across over 455
acres, complete with academic
and administrative blocks, teach-
ers and students’ living quarters,
laboratories and libraries.

The university has 800 stu-
dents, including 150 international
students from 31 countries. Once
all the construction is completed,

NEW NALANDA

Number
of courses:
M Established M Started
throughNalanda  with two PG
University Act, programmes
2010 in2014
TOTALNUMBER OF STUDENTS:

About 800, including 150 international

students from 31 countries

Schools: 6 — Historical
Studies; Ecology & Enviro-
nmental Studies; Buddhist
Studies, Philosophy and
Comparative Religion;
Languages and Literature/
Humanities; Management
Studies; International
Relations

New MA/MBA courses:
Master’s in Hindu Studies
(Sanatan)and Master’sin
World Literature and MBA

Bk
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in Sustainable Development
and Management

Centres of Study:

3 — Centre for Bay of
Bengal Studies and Centre
for Conflict Resolution and
Peace Studies and
Common Archival
Resource Centre

Short-term diploma and
certificate courses:

In Pali, Sanskrit, Korean
and yoga.

7 |

The new Nalanda campus, around two km from the main
entrance, is a no-vehicle zone. Photo: Ashok Sinha

it can accommodate about 7,500
teachersand students. At present,
hostel accommodation for 1,250
students is ready, with about 100
students having already movedin.

In line with Nalanda
Mahavira's multidisciplinary tra-
dition, when students are said to
have learnt mathematics, astron-
omy, grammar, logic and defence

studies at a time when the con-
cept of a university was almost
unheard of, the present univer-
sity's six schools teach Historical

Studies, Ecology and
Environmental Studies, Buddhist
Studies, Philosophy and

Comparative Religion, Languages
and Literature/ Humanities,
Management Studies and

Up to citizens to transform the
Constitution: Justice Chandrachud

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

OUR CONSTITUTIONAL culture
does not maintainitselfand itis
for citizens to transform the
Constitution, Supreme Court
judge DY Chandrachud said on
Sunday.

“Our constitutional culture
does not maintain itself. It is for
each one of us citizens to partic-
ipate in the slow but vital task
everyday of transforming our
Constitution from a charter of
ideals to a reflection of reality,”
he said in his address at the 11th
Convocation Ceremony of the
OP Jindal Global University in
Delhi.

“When Benjamin Franklin
was leaving the Constitutional
Convention in 1787, a woman
accosted him and asked him
about the type of government
the Constitutional Convention
had deliberated upon. He
replied: 'A republic, if you can
keepit.' Hisreply is prescient for
all of us in India today,” he said.

Justice Chandrachud, whois
in line to take over the office of

Justice DY Chandrachud

the Chief Justice of India (CJI) in
November this year, said it is not
just the responsibility of gov-
ernment and the judiciary to
promote social democracy and
social justice.

“The judiciary has a greater
role to play in promoting social
democracy. However, the quest
for a constitutional culture is
not limited to the courtroom or
black letter of the law,” he said.

Invoking Dr B R Ambedkar,
the judge described social
democracy as a way of life that
recognizes social liberty, equal-
ity and fraternity as the princi-
ples of life.

“Independence Day should

not become another ritualistic
celebration of our freedom
struggle, rather it should be-
come a site for critical intro-
spection of our progress in ful-
filling the values in Constitution
which our Constitution makers
- both women and men - as-
pired to achieve,” he said.

Justice Chandrachud also re-
ferred to his own recent judg-
ment in July allowing unmar-
ried woman the right to
terminate her pregnancy be-
yond the 20-week timeline in
law on the grounds that her re-
lationship status changed.

“But what really bothers me
is this. In this case, the petitioner
had access to effective legal rep-
resentation to scale the legal
and social barriers. But think
about many such women
across India who find them-
selves in similar situations in ac-
cess to aid-social or legal.” he
said.

This highlights that al-
though women may have ac-
cess to material choices, the ex-
ercise of such choices is
dependent upon material pre-
conditions,” he added.

New Delhi

International Relations.

In 2021, it started global PhD
programmes and introduced two
Master's courses in World
Literature and Hindu Studies
(Sanatan). It has also started two
centres of study -- the BIMSTEC-
Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies
and another on Conflict
Resolution and Peace Studies.

Togiveita“gurukul” feel, the
university aims to achieve a
teacher-student ratio of 1:8 ratio
- Nalanda Mahavira is said to
have had 2,000 teachers for its
10,000 students.

Vice Chancellor Singh, who
was VCof the English and Foreign
Languages University (EFLU) in
Hyderabad until 2017, said, “The
idea may be to recreate Nalanda
butitisimpossible torecreate that
kind of ethos... Rather, we are look-
ingatitasthe university of the fu-
ture that will establish civilisa-
tional outreach. What is most
outstanding about Nalanda s that
it stayed in the cumulative con-
sciousness as a vishwa guru
(world leader) even 1,000 years
afterit ceased to exist.”

University officials said the
new campus, designed by Vastu
Shilpa Consultants, has deliber-
ately used only eight per cent of
the total area for building con-
struction to “match the architec-
tural and geographical setting the
ancient Nalanda University would
have provided”.

The campus, around two km
from the main entrance, is a no-
vehicle zone, and visitors, students
and faculty will have to walk or
use bicycles to get around.

The iconic exposed brick ar-
chitecture, along with the ele-
vated staircase -- a signature im-
age of the Nalanda ruins -- finds
areplica in the Administrative
Block or the Wing-1 building that
has the VC's office along with
other offices.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

around “even in different states”.

Onallegations that the admin-
istration was being handed over
to the bureaucracy, he said, “This
government belongs to the peo-
ple of Maharashtra and is cur-
rently being run by those (who
have been)elected by people,and
not by secretaries. Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde is heading the gov-
ernmentand lam supporting him
as a cabinet minister. This is the
government of the people and
will remain so.”

Onreasons behind the orders
,sources said the delay in cabinet
expansion had held up severalim-
portant matters, including hear-
ings, in different government de-
partments.

The orders would mean that
now secretaries could hold hear-
ings in matters that are usually
taken up by ministers.

On Saturday, The Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO)issued a
statement saying no powers of
cabinet ministers have been
given to bureaucrats and that
only quasi-judicial matters will
be heard by them.

PESA Act
implementation
among AAP’s 6
promises to
Guijarat’s tribals

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA, AUGUST 7

AAM AADMI Party (AAP) national
convener and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday an-
nounced a six-point guarantee for
tribals in Gujarat, thatincludes the
implementation  of  the
Panchayats (Extension to the
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, which
hasbeenacontentiousissueinthe
tribal belt.

Kejriwal made the promises at
a tribal gathering at Chhota
Udepur where Bharatiya Tripal
Party (BTP) leader Mahesh Vasava
was also present. “Strict imple-
mentation of PESA Act” along
with the formation of a Tribal
Advisory Council (TAC) headed by
atriballeader top thelist of the six
promises spanning the areas of
laws, education, health, caste cer-
tificates, housing and roads.

The implementation of PESA
in areas notified under Schedule
V of the Constitution has been a
major contention of BTP, led by
MLAs Chhotu Vasavaand Mahesh
Vasava. BTP supremo Chhotu
Vasava had always reiterated that
the total implementation of PESA
wasan “absolute condition” foran
alliance with any party.

“Itwill be for the first time that
a party will implement the
Schedule Vin tribal areas; AAP
will do it. We are aware that the
Gujarat government has also
passed PESA Act but it has not
beenimplemented... The Actem-
powers the panchayat with ab-
solute power... It says a panchayat
is above the state Assembly and
even Parliament, and the decision
of the panchayat regardingissues
of the land owned by the locals is
final,” Kejriwal said,

AAP also promised state-of-
the-art residential schools for
tribal children in each district.

After first night with

blankets on floor, Partha
gets cot and chair in jail

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, AUGUST 7

AFTER SPENDING a tough first
night at the Presidency Central
Correctional Home's high-secu-
rity cell, the former Trinamool
Congress minister, Partha
Chatterjee, on Saturday afternoon
got a bed and a chair. The jail au-
thorities also granted his wish to
have ‘chop-muri' (puffed rice with
fries).

On Friday, when he was
brought tojail after a special court
sent him and his aide Arpita
Mukherjee to 14 days'judicial cus-
tody in connection with the
school jobs scam, a despondent
Chatterjee reportedly spent most
of the night sitting on the com-
mode of atoiletinside his cell till it
broke.

Once one of the most power-
fulleaders in West Bengal and No.
3 in the Trinamool Congress gov-
ernment, Chatterjee was not ac-
corded any special privileges,and
keptin the high secure Poila Baish

section of the jail, according to a
senior jail official.

Poila Baish is the most-secure
cell block in the jail, which is
watched 24X7. It houses
American Centre attack master-
mind Aftab Ansari among others
convicted for serious crimes, and
inmates on death row.

Like others in the block,
Chatterjee's 6ft by 8ft cell hasblan-
kets on the floor for bed, a ceiling
fan,acommode and awater filter.
There is no furniture.

“Seniorjail officials visited him
onSaturday afternoon. Thereafter,
late in the afternoon he was pro-
vided with aniron cotand a chair
inside his cell... He is still having
food prepared injail...” said a sen-
iorjail official.

“Chatterjee had asked for
‘chop-muri’ (puffed rice and fries).
The puffed rice is prepared inside
thejail along with the potatofries.
OnSunday evening, it was served
to him,” the official added.

Meanwhile, the jail officials got
the commode inside Chatterjee's
cell repaired.
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Why food inflation may ease faster than expected

International prices falling the most since Oct 2008
and a good monsoon back home make it a possibility

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST?7

THE GLOBAL economy is “past peak inflation”,
according to Elon Musk. The CEO of Tesla be-
lieves “inflation is going to drop rapidly” and
prices of commuodities going into electric ve-
hicles “trending down in six months”.

What he’s projecting is already happen-
ing in food. The UN Food and Agriculture
Organization’s Food Price Index (FPI) aver-
aged 140.9 points in July, 8.6% down from its
previous month’s level and marking the
steepest monthly drop since October 2008.

The FPI hit an all-time-high of 159.7
points in March, the month that followed the
Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24.
The latest index reading is the lowest since
the 135.6 points of January, before the still-
ongoing war.

Between March and July, the FPI has cu-
mulatively declined by 11.8%. This has been
led by vegetable oils and cereals, whose aver-
age prices have fallen even more, by 32% and
13.4%, respectively. The vegetable oil price in-
dex has been particularly volatile (see chart).

Global factors

There were four major supply-side shock
drivers of the great global food inflation from
around October 2020: weather, pandemic,
war and export controls.

The weather-related shocks included

droughts in Ukraine (2020-21) and South
America (2021-22), which especially im-
pacted sunflower and soyabean supplies,
and the March-April 2022 heat wave that
devastated India’s wheat crop.

The pandemic’s supply-side impact was
felt the most in Malaysia’s oil palm planta-
tions, where harvesting of fresh fruit bunches
is done mainly by migrant labourers from
Indonesia and Bangladesh. As Covid-19 re-
sulted in many of them flying back, output
from the world’s second largest palm oil pro-
ducer and exporter fell.

The Russo-Ukrainian War led to supply
disruptions from the two countries that, in
2019-20, accounted for 28.5% of the world’s
wheat, 18.8% of corn, 34.4% of barley and
78.1% of sunflower oil exports.

Export controls were first imposed by
Russia in December 2020, prompted by do-
mestic food inflation fears arising from record
hot temperatures. Shortage concerns athome
triggered similar actions in palm oil by Ind-
onesia(theNo. 1 producer-cum-exporter)and
in wheat by India during March-May 2022.

That perfect storm, from all four shocks
coming one after the other, now seems to be
receding. Its most obvious symbol is the re-
sumption of exports from Ukraine via the
Black Sea. The UN-backed agreement for un-
blocking of this critical trade artery of the
global agricultural trade also provides for
unimpeded shipments of Russian food and
fertilisers. Russia alone is expected to export

What is Lumpy Skin Disease, the

viral illnes
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Previous outbreaks

OVER THE last few weeks, over 3,000 cattle
have died in Rajasthan, Gujarat and Punjab
due toaviral infection called the Lumpy Skin
Disease (LSD).

The National Dairy Development Board
has supplied 28 lakh doses of goat pox vac-
cine to the three states.

The disease has been endemic in most

African countries. But since 2012, it has
spread rapidly through the Middle East,
Southeast Europe and West and Central Asia.
Since 2019, several outbreaks of LSD have
been reported in Asia. In May this year,
Pakistan’s Punjab also reported the deaths of

over 300 cows due to LSD.

The disease

According to a report by GAVI (Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation), the
Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD)is caused by avirus
called Capripoxvirus and is “an emerging
threat to livestock worldwide”. It is geneti-
cally related to the goatpox and sheeppox
virus family.

LSD infects cattle and water buffalo
mainly through vectors such as blood-feed-
ing insects. Signs of an infection include the
appearance of circular, firmnodes on the an-
imal’s hide or skin that look similar to lumps.

Infected animals immediately start los-
ingweight and may have fever and lesionsin
the mouth, along with a reduced milk yield.

In September 2020, a strain of the virus

was discovered in Maharashtra. Gujarat too
has reported cases over the last few years,
sporadically. Currently, the point of concern
is the number of deaths being reported.

Risk to humans

The disease is not zoonotic, which means

it does not spread from animals to humans.

However, according to doctors, “milk pro-

duced by an infected animal will be fit for
human consumption after boiling or pas-
teurisation as these processes will kill the
viruses, if any”.
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FAO FOOD PRICE INDEX
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ALL-FOOD —CEREALS
—VEGETABLEOILS

AREA SOWN UNDER KHARIF CROPS*
(LAKHHECTARES)
Rice™* 23159 | 267.05
Pulses 11645 | 11943
M Arhar 39.80 4443
HMoong 30.99 30.23
B Urad 31.83 33.87
Coarse cereals 16037 | 154.40
W Bajra 65.17 56.68
M Maize 75.75 76.34
M Jowar 12.65 12.62
Oilseeds 174.79 | 173.82
B Groundnut 41.09 4439
M Soyabean 117.51 115.10
HSesamum 11.09 11.21
Cotton 12113 | 113.51
Note: Only individual crops with more than 10
lakh hectares area shown;
*As reported on August 5 and for corresponding
period of last year.
**As on July 29 and for corresponding period of
last year.

40 million tonnes (mt) in 2022-23 (July-
June), up from last year’s 33 mt.

But it isn’t Ukraine and Russia alone.
Indonesia, since late-May, has lifted its ban
on palm oil exports. This, even as the US,
Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay are set to har-
vest bumper soyabean crops. Not for noth-

ing, the price sentiment has changed. It’s
most visible in edible oils, where roughly 60%
of India’s annual consumption requirement
is met with imports. In the last three months,
the all-India modal retail price is down from
Rs 175 to Rs 150 per kg for soyabean oil and
from Rs 165 to Rs 142.5 for palm oil.

Not just global

Global apart, there are domestic reasons
for expecting a considerable easing of food
inflation.

The most important is the southwest
monsoon. Cumulative rainfall during the cur-
rent season from June to August 7 has been
5.7% above the historical long-term average
for this period. Almost all agriculturally-sig-
nificant areas — barring Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and West Bengal - have received
good rains. The prospects for the coming
days seem equally encouraging, with a low-
pressure area forming over northwest Bay of
Bengal off the Odisha-West Bengal coasts —
and another one forecast after mid-August.

Above average rainfall has boosted
acreages under most crops this kharif (mon-
soon) season. The exceptions, as the table
shows, are rice (transplanting has taken a hit
from deficient rains in the Gangetic Plain
states), pulses and groundnut (their area get-
ting diverted to cotton and soyabean).

However, rice stocks in government
godowns, at 47.2 mt as of July 1, were 3.5
times the necessary “buffer” for this date.
That, plus paddy being grown in the rabi
(winter-spring) season as well, should make
the overall rice situation manageable.

The same goes for availability of pulses.
Chana(chickpea)is selling in wholesale man-
dis at Rs 4,400-4,600 per quintal, below its
minimum support price of Rs 5,320.
Government agencies are holding some 3 mt
of chana and 100,000 tonnes of masur (red
lentil), as against 2.2 mt and 25,000 tonnes,
respectively, a year ago. International ex-
portable surpluses, primarily from Canada

SiMPLY PUT

and Australia, are also higher than last year’s
by about 0.5 mt each for both pulses. Inurad
(black gram), too, July-end stocks in
Myanmar are estimated at 0.3 mt, approxi-
mately 0.1 mt more than a year ago.

“There could be problems in arhar (pi-
geon-pea) because of less acreage and no ad-
ditional exportable supplies (from
Mozambique, Tanzania, Malawi and
Myanmar). But the Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s decision to allow duty-free imports of
arhar, urad and masur till March 31 will keep
alid onoverall prices,” said anindustry source.

Trending down
Allinall, there are compelling reasons for
food inflation in India to “trend down”, even
if not “drop rapidly”. This is already being
seen in edible oils. Increased soyabean and
cotton production, courtesy of the monsoon,
should improve availability of oil-cakes.
These, along with maize, are key ingredients
inanimal and poultry feed. A good monsoon
would also mean more fodder and water for
animals, further reducing livestock input
costsand inflationary pressures on milk, egg
and meat. That's not all.
Current water levels in the country’s ma-
jorreservoirs are 5.9% higher than a year back
and 25.1% above their last 10 year's average
storage. If the monsoon delivers reasonably
in the second half, the benefits of groundwa-
ter recharge would also flow to the rabi crop.
And assuming no fresh setbacks in the Black
Sea, the RBI's monetary policy committee
may not have to further hike interest rates.
LONGER VERSION ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ISRO’s SSLV hopes, setback

Sunday's less-than-perfect flight puts a cloud of doubt over the new rocket that is being billed to become
ISRO’s main launch vehicle in the coming years with focus on sending small satellites to space

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

IT WAS one of the most keenly-awaited
launches of recent years. The maiden flight of
the SSLV or the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle,
India’s newest addition toits rocket fleet, had
been postponed several times in the last three
years. The pandemic played its role, but there
were delays from ISRO’s side as well.

On Sunday, the rocket finally embarked
on its first flight, carrying two satellites, in-
cluding an earth observation micro-satellite
called EOS-02. But the flight did not go on ex-
pected lines. After a successful lift-off and
separation of its three stages, the flight devi-
ated from its script. The two satellites, EOS-
02 and one built by schoolgirls called
AzaadiSat, were put in an orbit different than
intended, and were rendered unstable.

“The satellites have already come down
from that orbit and they are no longer us-
able,” ISRO chairman S Somanath said.

This was the second setback in two years
for the new series of earth-observation satelli-
tes that carry the name EOS. Last year, the EOS-
03, a powerful earth observation satellite ridi-
ngon GSLV-F10,was lostdue toalaunch failure.

The less-than-perfect flight on Sunday
puts a cloud of doubt over the new rocket
that is being billed to become ISRO’s main
launch vehicle in the coming years.
Somanath did try to play it down saying,
apart from that small anomaly, every new
element incorporated in this rocket had per-
formed very well and that ISRO was satisfied
with the way the systems had performed.

But considering the fact that ISRO has
been banking heavily on the development
of SSLV, Sunday’s flight is no doubt a big dis-
appointment, especially since the space
agency has been able to schedule just six
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launches in the last three years.

There is areason why SSLV is seen as the
mainstay rocket for ISRO in the coming years.

Itis arocket that can be assembled within
72 hours, by a team of just 5-6 people. A
rocket that costs at least one-tenth of those
currently in use. A rocket that can enable a
space launch from India every week. And, it
is arocket that caters specifically to the small
and micro satellites that constitute over 90%
of all satellites being launched these days.

Era of small satellites

For a very long time, small satellites -
anything weighing between 5 and 1,000 kg
- have had to remain content with hitching
aride to space on rockets commissioned to
carry some other, larger satellites.

The timeline of such launch used to be
dictated by this larger, primary, satellite,
whose interests would take precedence. But
with more and more businesses, govern-
ment agencies, even universities and labo-
ratories beginning to send satellites — nearly
all of them falling in the category of small
satellites - to space, the constraints of a pig-
gyback ride have started to hurt.

In fact, the demand for the launch of small
satellites has increased at a rapid pace in the
last eight to ten years, thanks to the ever-grow-
ing need for space-based data, communica-
tion, surveillance, and commerce. Estimates
suggest that tens of thousands of small satel-
lites would be launched in the next ten years.

Satellite builders and operators, therefore,
do not have the luxury to wait for months to
getaberth onarocket, or pay very high travel
costs. Projects like Starlink of SpaceX or
OneWeb, for example, are putting together a
constellation of hundreds of satellites.

As a result, the demand for dedicated
rockets that can be launched frequently, and
can offer cheap rides to space, is growing.

A

ISRO's Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SSLV) during its launch from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre, in
Sriharikota, Sunday. P11

This is also a lucrative business opportunity
for agencies with launching capability like
ISRO, because most of the demand comes
from companies that are launching satellites
for commercial purposes.

Several new players, both in the govern-
ment as well as private sector, have begun to
offer launching services. In India, where the
space sector is fast being opened up for the
private sector, at least three private compa-
nies are developing rockets that can launch
small satellites into space. It is to cater to this
demand, and to grab this business opportu-
nity, that ISRO has developed the SSLV.

More launches

In a good year, ISRO makes 5-6 launches
with its PSLV and GSLV (Geospatial Satellite
Launch Vehicles) rockets. These rockets typ-
ically take 70-80 days to assemble.

Dozens of people work on the assembly,
and each of these cost tens of millions of dol-
lars. Though many of these also carry com-
mercial satellites, the revenue generated is
not commensurate with the costs incurred.

The SSLV is meant to change all this. This
rocket is supposed to have a quick turn-
around time, usually less than three days. It
can be assembled on-demand, at short no-
tice,and at a fraction of the cost of the exist-
inglaunch vehicles. The SSLV would have the
capability to carry satellites weighing up to
500 kg to the lower earth orbits (up to alti-
tudes of 1,000 km from earth’s surface)
which is one of the most sought after places
in space for positioning of satellites.

But more importantly, it is likely to dras-
tically increase ISRO’s launch rate. ISRO offi-
cials have said they are looking at 50 to 60
launches every year with the SSLV. That
would practically be one launch every week,
asharp contrast from the 2-3 launches every
year that ISRO has been able to manage.

How better protein intake makes your diabetes meal plan healthy

EXPERT
EXPLAINS ¥,

DR AMBRISH MITHAL

From The Indian Express panel
of specialists, exclusive insight

DOPROTEINS have aroleindiets for diabetes?
Expectedly, when we talk about diabetes and
meal planning, we mostly focus on carbohy-
drates, commonly referred to as 'carbs'.
Diabetesisalso called 'sugar' in common parl-
ance as the connection between sugar and
diabetes is strong and embedded in our
minds. Not just that, people with diabetes also
talkaboutreducing carbs in the diet. But they
often miss out on the importance of proteins.

There are three "macro"” nutrients in our
diet — carbohydrates, proteins and fats.
Proteins are the building blocks of our body

and are vital for growth, muscle and bone de-
velopment. They are also important con-
stituents of hormones and many enzymes at
the cellular level, and are key to building a
strong immunity. About half of the proteins in
our body are in our muscles. Proteins are also
broken down by the body into glucose and
used for energy — a process known as gluco-
neogenesis.

India is a carb-loving country. In general,
our protein intakes are sub-optimal.
According to the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), the daily recommended in-
take of protein foran adultis 0.8 -1 gm perkg
body weight. This means that for a 70 kg av-
erage Indian, about 56-70 gm protein should
be consumed daily. Most Indians are way be-
low this figure, often not even reaching 50 gm
aday. This impacts our muscle mass. Studies
have shown that Indians at all ages have low
muscle mass (sarcopenia) as compared to
populations with better protein intakes.

There are several prevalent myths around
protein consumption like 'patients with dia-

betes should not consume much protein’;
"protein-rich diets may harm your kidney';
'protein is difficult to digest and leads to
weight gain'; and also the argument that pro-
tein is 'only for body builders'. Some of these
myths come from the Western world where
protein intakes are much higher than India.
Excess protein intake can be a concern in
these countries, but for Indiansitis a struggle
to meet the normal protein requirement.

Protein intake and diabetes

Whenyou eat carbohydratesin combina-
tion with protein (or fat), it can take longer for
your body to convert the carbs into glucose,
leading tolower post-meal blood sugar levels
in patients with Type 2 diabetes.

Although 1 gm of protein provides four
calories, the same as carbs, it reduces the calo-
rie intake by providing satiety, which also
helps in blood sugar control.

Alow-protein diet leads to muscle loss
whichincreases the risk of falls and fractures
inelderly diabetics. Such individuals couldin

PROTEIN ON YOUR PLATE
SERVING | PROTEIN

Chicken 100gm 30gm
Fish 100gm 22gm
Cooked 100gm 12gm
soyabean
Egg 1large 6-7gm
Milk 200ml 7gm
Dal/beans| 1bowl 5-6gm
Curd 1bowl 4gm

any case be more prone to a fall because of
nerve, muscle and eye involvement due to
long-standing diabetes. Further, low muscle
mass is a contributor to insulin resistance.
Recent data suggests that low muscle
mass —and low protein intakes by inference
— promote development of fatty liver disease,
which canlead toliver cirrhosis, even cancer.

How much protein is good?

We should aim at getting 15-20 per cent
of our calories through proteins on a daily ba-
sis, and ensuring a bare minimum of 0.8
gm/kg body weight protein. For people with
diabetes, this should ideally be greater than
1 gm/kg unless they have kidney involve-
ment. Even for those with kidney complica-
tions, an intake of 0.8 gm-1 gm/kg is recom-
mended.

Ourrequirementalso depends onourex-
ercise level, so a higher intake 1-1.5 gm/kg is
recommended for some. Athletes often have
to consume much higher amounts.

Also, one should try toget proteinin every
meal for maximum benefit. Having one high
protein meal with other meals being devoid
of protein is not the best method.

All proteins are not the same. Their qual-
ity also matters. Animal source proteins are
generally superior to plant proteins, although
there is a lot of attempt to enhance the latter
inrecent times. Amino acids are the units that
make up protein. Some of these cannot be
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made inthe humanbody and are required to
be taken through the diet. These are called es-
sential amino acids.

The best sources of proteins are dairy
products like milk, curd, paneer as well as
eggs, meat, fish and poultry because they
have all the essential amino acids.

Vegetable sources of proteins include
lentils, beans,and nuts. Soyabean s an excep-
tional source. If you are vegetarian, consume
dairy and dals. If you like the taste, add soya
bean. If you are vegan, please have a nutri-
tionist calculate your protein intake and en-
sure you don't fall short.

A combination of cereals, millets and
pulses provides most of the amino acids,
which complement each other to provide
better quality proteins.

A variety of proteins always helps. One
good principle is that every time you have a
meal, search for the protein in the plate.

DrAmbrish Mithalis the Chairman and Head,
Endocrinology and Diabetes, Max Healthcare
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WORDLY WISE
(GOOD INTELLIGENCE WORK WAS GRADUAL AND

RESTED ON A KIND OF GENTLENESS.
— JOHN LE CARRE
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

COLOMBO’S SELF-GOAL

Chinese military vessel at Hambantota is a spectre that
threatens the new equilibrium in India-Sri Lanka relations

FSRILANKA did not know or understand this sufficiently before, hopefully it does by

now — Delhi has a really serious problem with Colombo’s do-we-care attitude to its

security concerns. Since it came to light that a Chinese military vessel, the Yuan Wang

5,was to callat Hambantota Port on August 11 and stay over for a week, India had been
pressingits grave concern over this to Colombo. After a tense week of negotiations between
the two South Asian neighbours, Sri Lanka has told the Chinese that the visit of the ship “be
deferred until further consultations are made on this matter”. The Sri Lankan note verbale
appears to convey that the matter is still open for negotiation, but it would be unfortunate
if Colombo believes it can invite the ship back at a later date. China’s Yuan Wang vessels are
strategic platforms, and they form part of the People's Liberation Army support force. A ves-
sel of its surveillance reach has never before sailed in the waters that Yuan Wang wishes to
access. The Sri Lankan attempt to pass it off as a “research vessel” on an innocuous refu-
elling stop was either naive or disingenuous, but in either case, self-defeating.

Chinavs India onits soil is hardly a sporting fixture that Sri Lanka can watch from the
ringside without getting hurt itself. This is the second time in 19 months that Colombo
has tried to make light of India’s security concerns on account of the Chinese presence in
SriLanka. Last January, the Sri Lankan government awarded a renewable energy project
on three islands close to the Tamil Nadu coastline, to a Chinese firm. It took much diplo-
matic energy on India’s part, and a commitment to develop the same project through a
grant, to have that decision reversed. India’s massive assistance to Sri Lanka since January
was certainly not tagged with the note that Colombo should stop being friends with
Beijing. But a cavalier attitude to India’s real security concerns is a sure way to lose Delhi’s
goodwill at a time that Sri Lanka needs it most.

The timing of the Foreign Ministry’s clearance to the ship reinforces a worry thatis true
forIndia’s entire neighbourhood. Instability in any country in the region, whether that is
Sri Lanka, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan or Afghanistan, tends to impact India adversely and
in unexpected ways. The Chinese ship apparently got its clearance from the Foreign
Ministry onJuly 12. This was three days after President Gotabaya Rajapaksa had to flee in
anavy boatas a sea of people stormed his official home. Clearly, there were some who be-
lieved that the political vacuum in Sri Lanka was ripe for exploitation. Who exactly gave
that clearance should be a matter of interest in Colombo, as that person was not just act-
ing on behalf of interests inimical to India, but against the interests of Sri Lanka as well,
by trying to sabotage the new equilibrium in the relationship.

WELCOME, VICE PRESIDENT

Jagdeep Dhankhar needs to reach out to those who didn’t vote
for him — that’s the spirit of the House he chairs

AGDEEP DHANKHAR WAS elected the 14th Vice-President of India on Saturday.

His huge victory margin indicates that he managed to draw support even from the

Opposition ranks, a fact underlined by the Prime Minister in his congratulatory

message. This could be seen as an endorsement of Dhankhar’s credentials as aleader
to hold high office as much as it signifies the failure of the Opposition to stay together in
an important political contest.

The V-P, as the chair of Rajya Sabha, has the onerous task of conducting important leg-
islative business in a very polarised House. The immediate task for the new V-P would be
to take the Opposition into confidence and, while drawing the line on discipline, to ensure
thatit's done with anintent to accommodate rather than exclude. Dhankhar’s formidable
record as a politician — he was a Union minister in the Chandra Shekhar ministry in 1990,
MLA in Rajasthan and Governor in West Bengal — and a lawyer — he is a senior advocate
in the Supreme Court — should stand him in good stead in the V-P’s office. He joins an il-
lustrious group of leaders — from philosopher-statesman S Radhakrishnan to the much-
liked Venkaiah Naidu — who upheld the dignity of the office and won the respect and ad-
miration of MPs across party lines. Unfortunately, Dhankhar’s tenure as Governor of West
Bengal was marked by frequent run-ins with the TMC government. That's an image he
may need to live down as V-P since this office, like that of the Governor, expects its occu-
pant to rise above partisan interests and preside over the Upper House in a fair and objec-
tive manner. In fact, the TMC, the second-largest opposition group in Parliament after the
Congress with 36 MPs, took a narrow-minded decision to abstain from the V-P election.
Earning his spurs in a coalition era, Dhankhar, surely, should let that history come in the
way as he engages with the Opposition, which includes the TMC. The TMC, too, should re-
alise that Rajya Sabha isn’t the place to fight its old Raj Bhavan battles.

The challenge for Dhankhar, however, would be to persuade the government to allow
the Opposition its say in the Rajya Sabha — his pre-BJP career as a Janata and Congress leg-
islator should come in handy. The onus of making Parliament more productive lies with
the government, which needs to reach out to the Opposition to facilitate the smooth func-
tioning of both the Houses. Dialogue and debate are essential features of parliamentary
democracy and the executive ought to walk that extra mile to engage with the Opposition
and ensure that the latter contributes to legislating. Unfortunately, that’s not been the case
inrecent times: The current session itself has been marred by the suspensions of more than
200pposition MPs. Dhankhar may have to don the robe of not only animpartial arbiter but
also a persuasive negotiator whose primary intent shall be to protect the Rajya Sabha’s sanc-
tity as an inclusive and participatory legislative space. Welcome, Mr Vice President.
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An orderly exit

RBI, government must act in coordination during
an economically challenging period

ﬂ.ﬂ

SAUGATA BHATTACHARYA

INITS LATEST meeting, the members of the
monetary policy committee voted unani-
mously to increase the policy repo rate by
50 basis points to 5.4 per cent. This was in
line with the RBI's views on the need for
pre-emptive action and a front loading of
rate hikes to quell the second-order effects
in the face of repeated supply shocks. The
repo rate was 5.15 per cent in February
2020. So, in effect, the RBI's policy has not
only been normalised, but has actually
tightened compared to the pre-pandemic
level. Even the lower bound of the rate cor-
ridor, the Standing Deposit Facility (SDF)
rate, at 5.25 per cent is now above the pre-
pandemic repo rate.

While the policy rate hike was widely ex-
pected, more anticipated were the MPCand
the RBI Governor's forward guidance on the
trajectory of policy — on both monetary pol-
icy and liquidity instruments. So, how do we
see monetary policy evolve over the rest of
the year and beyond?

The first signal was on the stance of pol-
icy. Given the front loading of rate hikes, re-
taining the policy stance rather than shifting
to “neutral” was a bit surprising. The reasons
for one MPC member differing on this will
become clearer after the minutes of the
meeting are released. However, reading be-
tween the lines, this retention of stance
might be interpreted as being a bit more
hawkish than “neutral”, which implies that
rates might be both increased or cut, depend-
ing on economic conditions. This might have
been construed as a signal that rates had
risento a “neutral” point. The governor rein-
forced this by emphasising that with the
growth momentum expected to be resilient,
monetary policy should “persevere further
inits stance ... to ensure inflation moves
closer to the target of 4 per cent”. Hence, fur-
ther tightening is on the cards.

But by how much? First, now that policy
is largely normalised, the pace of tightening
is likely to moderate. The urgency of aggres-
sive rate hikes and tightening of liquidity has
somewhat moderated, although risks re-
main. Going forward, more conventional in-
creases of 25 basis points are likely. Second,
RBI's research suggests that the “real natural
rate” — the rate at which policy is neither

Now that policy is largely
normalised, the pace of
tightening s likely to
moderate. The urgency of
aggressive rate hikes and
tightening of liquidity has
somewhat moderated,
although risks remain.
Going forward, more
conventional increases of 25
basis points are likely.
Second, RBIs research
suggests that the ‘real
natural rate’ — the rate at
which policy is neither loose
nor tight —is 0.8-1 per cent.
This operative interest rate is
usually the three-month T-
bill rate, which in ‘normal’
times averages 10-15 basis
points above the repo rate.

loose nor tight - is 0.8-1 per cent. This oper-
ative interest rate is usually the three-month
T-bill rate, which in “normal” times averages
10-15 basis points above the repo rate.
Considering that monetary policy is cali-
brated over a one-year horizon and using the
RBI's inflation forecast of 5 per cent for the
first quarter of 2023-24, the “natural” repo
rate will be around 5.85 per cent. Considering
the tightening phase of the current cycle, the
terminal repo rate — the level at which mon-
etary policy will pause — is likely to be
around 6.25 per cent.

Butall this will depend on evolving infla-
tionand growth conditions. The RBI's growth
projection for 2022-23 has been retained at
7.2 per cent, with growth frontloaded in the
first half. CPlinflation is still forecast to aver-
age 6.7 per cent.

Inflationary pressures are likely to wane
in the second half of 2022-23, particularly
if the recent drop in industrial metals prices
persists over the next few months. [IM
Ahmedabad’s  Business Inflation
Expectations Survey (BIES) shows cost in-
flation expectations, while still high, are
moderating. A more or less normal mon-
soon might help in keeping food prices sta-
ble. However, risks remain. Demand for
consumption goods seems to be resilient,
enabling some further pass-through of in-
put costs. Activity in domestic services sec-
tors has also improved, largely as pent-up
demand which confers greater pricing
power. Combine this with tight labour
markets and rising wage costs in some
tech-oriented sectors.

Consequently, domestic growth
prospects seem robust. High frequency indi-
cators of economic activity have recovered
after some weakness in June. In addition to
resilient demand, there is evidence of a clos-
ing of the “output gap”. The RBI's survey
shows manufacturing capacity utilisation at
75.3 per centin the fourth quarter of 2021-22
(relative to its long-term average of 73.7 per
cent); this is likely to have moved up even
higher thereafter.

However, global growth and trade are
forecast to significantly slow down in 2022
and 2023, largely due to aggressive tighten-
ing by G-10 central banks and a slowdown

in China. The IMF predicts global trade vol-
ume (both merchandise and services) to
slow to4.1 per cent and 3.2 per cent in 2022
and 2023, down from 10.1 per cent in 2021.

With world growth and trade flows
moderating, along with a drop in commodi-
ties prices, India’s export growth is likely to
be lower than last year. The current account
deficit remains a concern. Although India’s
external balance sheet remains quite robust,
as is evident from various balance of pay-
ments and debt metrics, and reportedly low
unhedged foreign currency borrowings con-
tinued tightening by global central banks,
particularly the US Federal Reserve over the
rest of 2022, will keep India’s external finan-
cial conditions tight and likely limit portfo-
lio capital flows. However, there are some
signs emanating from these central banks
that the hitherto front-loaded tightening
might moderate going forward. This will
take some pressure off the rupee, though,
exchange rate volatility management will
remain a part of the overall monetary pol-
icy management framework.

As part of this framework, during the
earlier phase of policy normalisation and
the recent tightening, liquidity manage-
ment has played an important role in influ-
encing short-term money market interest
rates. The current latent surplus liquidity —
the existing funds with banks and the Union
government’s unspent revenues parked
with RBI —is over Rs 5 lakh crore. While the
extent of liquidity surplus during the Covid
months has come down, these levels are
still much higher than RBI estimates of non-
inflationary levels of surplus, which is
around Rs 1.8-2.4 lakh crore. We do expect
that this will gradually fall with cash with-
drawals and some potential RBI dollar sales
in the coming months.

The central bank, in coordination with
the government, has ensured an orderly evo-
lution of economic conditions during a very
complex and challenging environment. The
exit process now will also need the same
adroit use of policy instruments.

The writer is Executive Vice President and
Chief Economist, Axis Bank.
Views are personal

S

G FILMS, FADING STARS

With multiple big-budget flops, it’s time to slash high actors’ salaries, pay the writers

SHUBHRA GUPTA

ONE OFTHE oldest sayings in the movie busi-
ness s thatit's never the film that fails, it's the
budget. Film industries everywhere, especially
Hollywood and Bollywood which make
movies for the maximum numbers possible,
are strewn with the carcasses of films that spi-
ralled so madly out of financial control that
they were dead before arrival, the empty seats
in theatres on the opening day being just the
last nail in the coffin.

We don’t have tolook too hard to find such
afilm. Two weeks back, Shamshera, produced
by Yash Raj Films and headlined by Ranbir
Kapoor, crashed at the box office. It wasn't as
if it enjoyed a buzzy first weekend and then
petered out gradually as so many films do: The
audience just didn’t show up from day one.
Reports that the film had to be pulled out of
screens on the opening day were not just
shocking, but almost unprecedented.

In 2009, the same producer and star had
come together to make Rocket Singh: Salesman
Of The Year. The film gave us a salesman who
lives and learns life lessons in a film which is
sharp, satiricand surprising, It is Ranbir’s best
performance, and, creatively speaking, a bur-
nished feather in the Yash Raj cap. The film
tanked, but it is one for the ages, making its
way into best film lists year after year.

You could argue that a box office failure is
a box office failure, but not all movies die un-
sung. Some live on in our hearts, regardless of
what their collections were, and Rocket Singh

Speaking off the record, one
of Bollywood’s biggest
producers had told me that
an A-list male star fee (the
female stars are still
struggling for pay parity) is
nearly half of the film’s cost,
which is why so many of
these stars have started their
own production companies,
in order to get their own fee
off the table. Only they can
afford to hire themselves.

isone of those. Its failure drove Yash Raj back to-
wards the tropes-and-cliche laden masala
movies which, ironically enough, the audience
had begun turning its back onaround the same
time. Shamshera, which cobbles together ele-
ments from many of YRF's own films, with
Kapoor presentin nearly every scene and play-
ingthe double role of father and son, is nothing
but stale, regurgitated masala which comes
roaring out from under its spectacle and scale.

It's not just the debacle of Shamshera, a film
that was meant to pull Bollywood out of its
current doldrums, that has the film industry
reeling, Before this, it was the Akshay Kumar-
starrer Samrat Prithviraj, another YRF film,
which also reported empty theatres after the
first week. And yet another Kumar-helmed
film, Bachchhan Paandey sank without a trace,
earlier this year.

Just what is going on? While a handful of
films from the south, Pushpa: The Rise, RRR,
and KGF: Chapter 2, have done great business
all over the country in their dubbed and sub-
titled versions, much-anticipated Bollywood
films have fallen by the wayside. There are
many ways to parse these failures, but
amongst Bollywood’s biggest bugbears is the
star fee, which weighs heavy on the film’s
budget. By all accounts, the salary of even the
biggest stars in the South Indian film indus-
tries is balanced with the rest of the produc-
tion costs. In Bollywood, good intentions and
lousy budgets seem to be joined at the hip.

Speaking off the record, one of Bollywood’s
biggest producers had told me that an A-list
male star fee (the female stars are still strug-
gling for pay parity) is nearly half of the film’s
cost, which is why so many of these stars have
started their own production companies, in
order to get their own fee off the table. Only
they can afford to hire themselves.

He need not have been so circumspect. The
scourge of the star fee has always been an
opensecretinanindustry so heavily depend-
enton getting a face to green-light their proj-
ects that nothing else seems to matter,and es-
pecially not the most important element that
can make or break a film: The writing.

There is no other way to say it: Bollywood
is crashing and burning. The only way to roll
back from this disastrous scenario is to insti-
tute a few urgent course corrections. First,
slash that unconscionably high star fee and
spend all that left-over money to pay those
who canwrite. Ifyoulisten to those who have
been trying to break into Bollywood with their
scripts, you hear dispiriting tales of don’t-call-
us-we'll-call-you, and radio silence after. How
long willit take for the so-called stars of today
who have no way to justify their fees in the
face of a missing audience to realise that the
real star is the writer?

Give me a Rocket Singh over a Shamshera,
any day.

shubhra.gupta@expressindia.com
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PRESS FREEDOMDEBATE

HOME MINISTER R Venkataraman expressed
himself against any exercise of unbridled
freedom by the press and asserted that there
was a need to regulate freedom of expres-
sion. Responding to a noisy discussion on the
curtailment of press freedoms in states such
as Bihar, he said that Article 19 (2) of the
Constitution allows the state to impose rea-
sonable restrictions. The Opposition leaders,
in contrast, described the Bihar amendments
to the penal code as a “black bill” passed by
a corrupt government. Venkataraman said
that the Bihar government's decision owed
to two incidents. The first was the allegation

that the CM had bathed in the blood of 100
goats at a tantrik’s advice. The other was re-
ports of awell in Bihar Sharif being poisoned.

OPPOSING ASSAM POLLS

THE ASSAM AGITATION leaders have told the
election commissioner that itis their consti-
tutional obligation to oppose elections in the
state if foreigners are allowed to participate
inthem. They have asked the EC to not make
any preparations for the elections till the
Centre initiates concrete measures on the
foreigners issue. The detection of foreigners
should constitute the first step in the elec-
toral process, they said.

New Delhi

ITALY PM RESIGNS

ITALIAN PM Giovanni Spadolini announced
his resignation after 405 days in office, bring-
ing to an end Italy’s 41st government since
1945. The resignation came after socialist
members of his cabinet quit over the parlia-
mentary defeat of a petroleum tax plan.

PM To VisiT AMITABH

INDIRA GANDHI WILL visit the 40-year old
Amitabh Bachchan who is waging a life and
deathbattle ina Bombay hospital after anac-
cidentona filmset. This will be a private visit
and she will be accompanied by Rajiv Gandhi.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Arguments that tribal codes or religious customs disallow the Taliban from kicking
out their ‘guests’ hold no water. If the group wants international legitimacy, along
with other actions, cleansing the country of foreign terrorists must be on top of

the agenda.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

The wrong diagnosis

India’s tax-GDP ratio is not too low as claimed by conventional wisdom — indeed, it is
much higher than expected. Time for debate to shift to quality of expenditures

SURJIT S BHALLA

ONE OF THE stylised beliefs in India, and
amongst some leading economic commenta-
tors both in India and abroad, is that our
tax/GDP ratio is lower than what it “should”
be.Many ills are laid at the door of this hypoth-
esised low tax/GDPratio. Itis conjectured that
we have a lower rate of investment, a higher
fiscal deficit, and lower GDP growth — and all
because the tax ratio is too low. There can be
reasonable doubts about the presumed links,
anissue on which I'have relatively little to say.
For the record, I have long argued that there is
no empirical evidence to indicate a causal re-
lationship between tax ratios or fiscal deficits
and growth — or evena statistical relationship.
Thereis, however,awell-established relation-
ship between investment and growth.

Proceeding, there are three important fis-
cal variables in the economy — taxes, fiscal
deficit,and debt. They are inter-related — lower
tax revenue means higher fiscal deficit, for the
same level of expenditures, and higher deficit
means higher debt. All three, directly or indi-
rectly, are assumed to affect growth and/orin-
flation. The relationships are complicated, and
have provided grist fora number of PhDs, with
many more to come. Our goal in this article is
to look at the first of the trinity — the tax/GDP
ratio (hereafter Xtax). We look at Xtax inan un-
complicated way, just facts, and interpret the
evidence.

Two common observations on Xtax for
India — first, it is low at around 10-11 per cent
of GDP and it has stayed at close to that level
forthelast20years.In 2019, it hitadecade low
of 10 per cent of GDP, the same as in 2014.
Second, in comparison with our peers, it is
much lower. Hence, logic dictates that we
should strive to increase Xtax.

But which country should we compare
India with? A common observation (surpris-
ingly also offered by economic experts) is to
lookat the tax-GDPratio in G20 countries. This
is the beginning of a set of misinterpretations
committed either knowingly, or unknowingly.
Because simple logic dictates that tax collected
isafunction of the average level of per capitain-
come. Per capitaincome in the G20 varies from
around $2,100(India)to around $65,000 (US).
Butbefore going “there”, there is amore funda-
mentalissue that needs to be resolved. The 10-
11 per cent figure for India is the tax/GDPratio
for taxes administered at the central level.
TaxesinIndia,asin many other large, especially
federal, countries, are collected at both a federal
and state level. And many economies have lo-
cal(municipal) taxes as well. The tax collected
is the sum of all these taxes. That is the Xtax
that needs comparison.

Until now, collecting such disaggregated
data for a large set of countries was, well, im-
possible. In a recent web publication, the IMF
has come to the rescue and for which kudos
are due. On their World Revenue Longitudinal
Data set (https://data.imf.org/?sk=77413f1d-
1525-450a-a23a-47aeed40fe78)dataare pre-
sented for all countries, from 1990-2019.

In this pre-pandemic year, among G20
economies, India’s tax-GDP (Xtax)ratioof 16.7
per cent was higher than that of China (15.9
per cent), Mexico (14.1 per cent), Indonesia
(11.0 per cent), Saudi Arabia (5.9 per cent) and

GROSS TAX COLLECTION/GDP RATIO 2011-2019 : INDIA IS HIGHER THAN ‘NORMAL'’
REGION MEANS 2011-2019 WEIGHTED BY SHARE IN WORLD
Per capita GDP$ in 000 Tax/GDP % Predicted | TaxGap% | Fiscal
Tax/GDP % Deficit/GDP%
Advanced Economies 225% 235% -1% -4%
East Asia I 10.7 % 16.6% 19.3% -24% -1.9%
Russiaand East Europe | [ 11.5 % 215% 20.6% 09% -23%
Latin America I 10.4 % 18.2% 19.5% -13% -3.9%
Middle Eastand N Africa| [N 10 % 17.3% 20% -2.6% -51%
South Asia B1.7% 15.5% 15.6% 0% -6.7%
Sub-Saharan Africa W34% 16.9% 152% 1.6% -39%
Above (104 countries) | [INEEEEG_ 26.7% 195% 20.8 -13% -36%
INDIA 2070% 16.9% 15.6% 12% -72%
Source: IMF World Revenue database, https://data.imf.org/?sk=77413f1d-1525-450a-a23a-47aeed40fe78
Resource Rich economies, population < 3 million not in sample Predicted tax/GDP based on a regression of tax/GDP ratio on log per capita GDP PPP

Turkey (15.9 per cent). While reassuring, such
asimple head-to-head comparisonis notvery
meaningful. A more informative indicator of
whether a country is taxing too much or too
little in comparison with othersis tolookat the
tax-GDP ratio adjusted for PPP per capita in-
come (and excluding resource-rich economies
like Russia and Saudi Arabia and countries with
population less than 3 million). Prediction via
a simple regression of Xtax on log PPP per
capita GDP can yield one estimate of the tax
gap — the difference between actual and ac-
tual adjusted for level of income.

The table reports the averages for 104 coun-
tries for the period 2011-2019. The world aver-
agetaxgapis-1.3 per cent; Indiais+1.2 per cent
for the nine years 2011-2019. So, India’s tax
GDPratio averages 2.5 percentage points more
than an average economy. Among 70
Emerging economies (excluding AEs and
countries belonging to the former Soviet
Union), India’s rank is 20 — Xtax in India is
higher than 50 peers on a systematic basis.
Zilch evidence, therefore, that India’s tax/GDP
ratio is too low. For every year for which data
are available 1990-2019, India has had a posi-
tive tax gap — there is little evidence that a
higher tax/GDP ratio helps growth.

But this is all before the tax collection rev-
olution post-2019 (astructural change?),a sub-
ject matter to which we now turn.

Corporate tax cut2019: For years, the advo-
cacyinIndiawas toincrease revenue from cor-
porate tax (one of three major components of
tax revenue, the other being income and indi-
rect taxes). The slogan: India Xrat was low, so
raise corporate and income tax rates. “Because
the rich should pay more taxes”; because in-
equality wasincreasing, and high, and because
such higher taxation would lower the fiscal
deficit and increase growth. A small minority
had argued the opposite — that higher corpo-
rate tax rates stifle investment, increase tax un-
compliance, and lower growth.

In a series of articles starting with
‘Maximise revenue, minimise tax’ (IE, July 13,
2019) Karan Bhasin and I argued against the

In September 2019, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman lowered the
corporate tax rate by around
10 percentage points. This
was one of the largest
corporate tax cuts in world
history. Unfortunately, the
pandemic struck a few
months later and disrupted
world economies. However,
now, three years later, we can
assess the efficacy of this
bold experiment in Modi 2.0.
For the three months April-
June 2022, corporate tax
revenues, y-o-y, are up 30 per
cent. Using fiscal 201920 as
a base, corporate tax revenue
has increased by 66 per cent,
GDP by 33 per — an average
tax buoyancy of 2.0 over
three years. Tentatively, the
tax-GDP ratio in the fiscal
year 2022-23 will average over
18 per cent in India, a level
close to Japan and the US.

Illustration: C R Sasikumar

heightened Indian wisdom. We argued thatto
increase tax revenue, we needed to decrease
tax rates. (Incidentally, I had also argued that
demonetisation would have a very positive ef-
fect on tax compliance a week after November
8, 2016!) We were dubbed Laffer curve
groupies and faced criticism (and ridicule!)
from more knowledgeable “experts” who said
thatempirical evidence around the world (for
example, the US) meant that if tax rates were
lowered, revenues would decline, the fisc
would increase, as would inequality. A triple
whammy that s best avoided.

In September 2019, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, going well against Indian
established conventional wisdom, lowered the
corporate tax rate by around 10 percentage
points. This was one of the largest corporate
tax cuts in world history. Unfortunately, the
pandemic struck the world a few months later
and disrupted world economies. However,
now, three years later, we can assess the effi-
cacy (or not) of this bold experiment in Modi
2.0.For the three months April-June 2022, cor-
porate tax revenues, y-0-y, are up 30 per cent.
Using fiscal 2019-20 as a base, corporate tax
revenue has increased by 66 per cent, GDP by
33 per cent — an average tax buoyancy of 2.0
over three years. The previous largest tax buoy-
ancy was in 2006-7 when the world was buoy-
ant — and this was when the world was Covid-
depressed! Tentatively, the tax-GDP ratio in
the fiscal year 2022-23 will average over 18 per
centinIndia, alevel close to Japan and the US.

What the data conclusively show s that the
debate on the Indian economy should shift
away from simplistic notions (borrowed from
the West?) of the tax-GDP ratio being low in
India. The debate should shift to expenditures,
and quality of expenditures (and perhaps to
reform of the direct tax code). In this regard,
PM Modi's suggestion that freebies be critically
examined is most timely and welcome.

Thewriter is executive director, IMF
representing India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
Bhutan. Views expressed are strictly personal
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Xi and the Taiwan question

Nancy Pelosi’s visit must be seen in context of CCP’s national rejuvenation project

SHIKHA AGGARWAL

FEW EVENTS N international politics better
exemplify the volatile cocktail of geopoliti-
cal contestation, competing nationalisms,
and domestic political compulsions than the
recently-concluded visit of the Speaker of
the US House of Representatives, Nancy
Pelosi, to Taiwan. While the US and Taiwan
acted as per the democratic rationale of their
polities, China’s actions had to follow the dik-
tats of its communist system.

The Party-state established by the
Communist Party of China (CCP) in 1949 was
premised upon a “social contract”, albeit with
CCP characteristics, with the Chinese people.
This contract underpins the party’s legitimacy
within the Chinese body politic. Therefore, it is
as much a survival strategy by the CCPasitisa
governance technique. As the Party evolved
from a revolutionary entity to a governing es-
tablishment, this contract too transformed —
the lofty romanticism of “liberation” was re-
placed by the imperatives of “peaceful devel-
opment”. Today, this socialist utopia is defined
by the “national rejuvenation” ideal. Interest-
ingly, the Taiwan question remained a constant
feature of the various avatars of this contract.

Though an old political jargon, national re-
juvenationunder XiJinping is the clarion call of
acivilisational state and not merely a cherished
ideal of arepublican experiment or Communist
state. In this version, national rejuvenation is
both flexible in its ideological scope and ex-
pandable in its territorial ambitions.
Importantly, the nationalist rationale of the re-

juvenation construct is not sourced from nar-
ratives of victimhood suffered during the “cen-
tury of humiliation”; itis located in the glory of
animagined past,and s thereby both more as-
sertive and aggressive in its orientation.

In addition to being a nationalist project,
national rejuvenationis equally a personal in-
vestment by Xi. Successful reclamation of
every entity and ideal that belongs to the land-
scape of “rejuvenation” could seal his position
as the leading figure within the CCP pantheon.
Therefore, China's increasing bellicosity to-
wards Taiwan needs to be located within the
dynamics of CCP's political expediency,
Chinese nationalism, and Xi's ambitions.

While Pelosi’s visit was not a first by a US
House Speaker, the logic of “rejuvenation” pol-
iticswarranted a belligerent response from the
Chinese side — regimes thataspire to claim the
pre-eminence of antiquity cannot be perceived
as compromising on their “core interests”, ei-
ther by adomesticaudience or the international
community. In this paradigm, any act that fa-
cilitates Taiwan’s recognition as a political en-
tity is anathema as it violates the spirit of na-
tional rejuvenation, and, thereby, the contract
between the CCP and the Chinese people.

Though the visitand its effect on US-China
relations have implications for Xi's leadership,
they do not necessarily impact his plans for the
upcoming 20th Party Congress. While there
are sources of criticismand dissatisfaction with
Xi's foreign and economic policies within the
higher echelons of the CCP, the Chinese presi-

dent has meticulously invested his last two
terms in dominating the institutional frame-
work of both the Party and state. Therefore,
there is limited scope for any elite dissatisfac-
tion to take the form of an effective opposition
against Xi in the immediate future.

Further, the democratic logic of adirect cor-
relation between policy criticism, fluctuating
public opinion and the prospects of a leader
cannot be extrapolated upon the Leninist
structure of the CCPinits entirety. The Central
Committee that will choose China’s nextlead-
ership line at the 20th Party Congress will have
the highest number of delegates from the
provincial party committees. As mentioned in
an earlier article (‘Extraordinary Power of Xi,
IE,June 15), most of the newly-elected provin-
cial party chiefs hold work experience in
provinces where Xi earlier served as the party
chief. Furthermore, the delegates fromall con-
tingents shall be indirectly vetted by the
Organisation Department whichis headed by
ChenXi,along-time confidant of the President.

While Xi's prospective third term appears
to be largely immune from the visit, he might
have to confront some serious criticism from
the party elders at the upcoming CCP meeting
at Beidaihe. This criticism could be most seri-
ous on two substantive points in Pelosi’s ad-
dress at the Presidential Office. Pelosi referred
to “self-determination” as one of the core val-
ues of US-Taiwan relations. And as highlighted
by a retired senior Indian diplomat, she used
the formulation “the people of Taiwan” instead

of “people on Taiwan” as mentioned in the
Taiwan Relations Act. The significance of this
departure in diplomatic parlance will not be
lost on the Party elders.

Since the Taiwan question is intrinsically
intertwined with the legitimacy of the CCP,and
Xi's personal agenda, China will not launch an
outright war until the military balance favours
the US.Moreover, with an almost-guaranteed
third term, there is limited utility for any war
over Taiwan for Xi at the moment.

At the same time, the strategic community
needs to take cognisance of the non-military
methods being professed by the Chinese lead-
ership and academia to realise the goal of na-
tional rejuvenation and, thereby, the resolu-
tion of the Taiwan question. A noteworthy
development was the Central Conference on
United Front Work (UFWD,) held from 29-30
July. At this conference, Xi urged the UFWD to
develop an action plan to foster pro-unifica-
tion sentiments within the Taiwanese public,
businesses and intelligentsia.

As the CCP marches ahead with itsimpe-
rialist project to subsume Taiwan, the Taiwan
question shall continue to remain the defin-
ing feature of international politics in the
years to come.

Aggarwalis a Senior Fellow at India
Foundation. Sheis currently

based in Taipei as a Visiting Fellow
at the National Chengchi University.
Sheis also a Huayu scholar at NTNU

Ringfence PMLA
from executive

Centre has weaponised money laundering
law to target political opponents. SC has been
blind to this threat to democracy

RANDEEP SINGH
SURJEWALA

THE PMLA JUDGMENT has resulted in stel-
lar commentary by some very credible
voices. A core concern that merits greater
attention is the invidious threat to democ-
racy that the agency poses post this
Supreme Court judgment. This is nota pre-
sumption but a stark reality. Consider the
following: In August of last year, the
Supreme Court asked the Narendra Modi
government how many legislators were be-
inginvestigated under the PMLA. Of the 122
sitting and ex-legislators, barely three
names belonged to the ruling BJP. Does this
represent an absence of offenders in the rul-
ing party? Of course not. Whatit represents
is the selective misuse of the agencies.

A similar number of cases is pending
with the CBI against leaders of the
Opposition. Consider also the cases filed by
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and CBI
that gointo cold storage as soon as the lead-
ers in question join the ruling party.
Innumerable examples stand out in West
Bengal, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Goa and so on.
This establishes how the draconian abuse
of process by the ED has come to the point
of being a punishment in itself.

The cardinal constitutional duty of the
Supreme Court is to defend the Constitution
against the might of the administrative ex-
ecutive as also the abuse of legislative ma-
jority to cripple fundamental constitutional
guarantees. Abuse of the PMLA and its crea-
ture, the ED, does both. A simple question
toaskis: Did the Court redress this diabol-
ical attack on changing the scales of democ-
racy by the grossest abuse of the PMLA law
by the ruling government? The answer is
clearly no.

What the Court failed to realise is that
the ED has become a tool in the hands of a
regime to consolidate and remain in power
as also to seek revenge. Recall the raids on
former Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi's relatives around the time of
the Punjab election. Or the raids on (and ar-
rest of) D K Shivakumar around the time the
government in Karnataka was toppled. Or
on Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut as the gov-
ernment in Maharashtra was illegally top-
pled. The wholly unfounded harassment
and questioning of Congress President
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi for days to-
gether, illegal barricading of their houses
and the arrest of former Home Minister P
Chidambaram in the past are glaring exam-
ples of revenge-seeking for actions taken in
Gujarat during the UPA government. That
this context was factored into the Court’s
reasoning is very unfortunate.

Another point the Supreme Court has
failed to realise is these agencies can move
much faster and cause far more devastation,
than what courts can remedy with imme-

diate action. Courts can only intervene post
an action. What happens in cases like
National Herald where the agency hasbeen
investigating the allegations for the better
part of a decade? Over 100 questions have
been asked and answered in over 50 hours
of questioning. Yet no FIR has been pro-
duced, no ECIR, no chargesheet. What can
the leaders who are being harassed seek as
relief from the courts?

Consider also the abysmal rate of con-
victions. Only 23 persons have been con-
victed by the agency, leading to a reported
conviction rate of just 0.5 per cent. Review
this in the context of the massive jump in
ED actions. There have been over 3,010 ED
raids between 2014, when this government
came to power, and now, in contrast to 112
raidsin the 10years of the UPA government.
So many valuable public resources are de-
ployed with little to no result. The argument
that the process is slow holds little water
whenyou consider the dedicated resources
the ED has and the special courts (adjudi-
cating authority and the PMLA appellate tri-
bunal) constituted to hear just the matters
beforeit. Itis a different matter that the gov-
ernment has not appointed a judge to head
the PMLA appellate tribunal for the last two
years. This is because conviction is not the
objective. Intimidation is the end goal.

This is part of a larger and more sinister
design. Last December, the Modi govern-
ment introduced a law that allowed the
Centre to extend the terms of the directors
of ED and CBl up to a total of five years each.
However, these extensions would be given
in episodic and piecemeal increments of
one year at a time. This would rob the offi-
cers of total autonomy and render them en-
tirely vulnerable to the whims of the exec-
utive. B R Ambedkar had emphasised the
importance of fixed tenures to ensure that
the officer could not be influenced by the
threat of removal or inducement of reward.
This principle was reiterated in the Vineet
Narain and Alok Verma judgments of the
Supreme Court. What was even more
brazen about this law was that it was
brought about to defeat a Supreme Court
judgment, which specifically directed that
the term of the current ED director could
not be extended. I challenged this law and
the Supreme Court is currently examining
it.

Due process requires accountability. It
requires that an agency answers for ex-
cesses and that its processes be subject to
the disinfectant of sunlight. In the case of
the ED, with its draconian powers of seizure
and arrest, deployed at the singular com-
mand of agovernment inebriated on power,
the Court has, in effect, permitted them to
draw aveil over their activities. Thisis a can-
cerous tumour for a healthy democracy.

The law needs to be ringfenced, perhaps
evenrepealed, now that we have seen what
it can do in the hands of a government
which so brazenly prizes its political sur-
vival over national interest. We realise our
error in believing that the law would always
be open to judicial scrutiny as it was in our
time. We hope that the Supreme Court re-
alises its error before it is too late.

The writer is a Member of Parliament
and general secretary of
the Indian National Congress

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

IRON CURTAIN

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Who needs
mediain New India?’ (IE, August 6).Since
2014, the clampdown on the media in
India has increased exponentially. There
has been a concerted effort by govern-
ment bodies and officials to discourage
honestreportage. The arrests of journal-
ists; levelling them with serious charges
of being national security threats; and
denying reports of organisations like
“Reporters without Borders” which in-
fer that India’s press freedom is on a
downward slope are some of the exam-
ples that an iron curtain has been un-
furled between the press and people.
Nischai Vats, Sultanpur

TIME FOR REFORM

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Bangladesh
raises fuel prices by 50%, stokes inflation
fears’ (IE, August 7). The increase is the
highest since the country'sindependence
in 1971. Many in Bangladesh fear that
their country could face a fate similar to
Srilanka, given therising trade deficitand
foreign debt burden. Bangladesh has also
taken on foreign loans in recent years to
fund what critics call "white elephant”
projects, which are expensive but unprof-
itable. There is an urgent need for policy
interventions and reform.

SSPaul, Chakdaha

MAINTAIN DISTANCE
THISREFERS TO the report, ‘PLA military

drills simulate attack, says Taiwan as
Beijing warns US’ (IE, August 7). The US
has time and again proven tobe awolfin
sheep's clothing. After Ukraine and
Afghanistan, its action in Taiwan just goes
to prove the same. With its imprudent
decisions, it has only dented its credibil-
ity as a world power. Despite warnings
by China, the US has only played with fire
to further its political ends at home.
Aanya Singhal, Noida

V-P’s TASK

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Vice-
President Dhankhar’ (IE, August 7). NDA
nominee Jagdeep Dhankhar was elected
the 14th Vice-President of India, mak-
ing him the first BJP nominee for the post
to not have started his political journey
inthe Sangh Parivar, having drifted into
the saffron camp after a stint in the Lok
Dal and then Congress. Though the out-
come of the vice-presidential contest
was almost certain, Dhankhar’s victory
was rich in symbolism asit signalled the
continued dominance of BJP, with all key
constitutional posts — the President, VP
and LS Speaker — held by the party. It
also proved to be a big blow to the anti-
BJP camp, which had pitched the VP
polls as a battle of ideologies between
the keepers of the Constitution and
those who undermine it. To prove his
critics wrong, Dhankhar will have to
forgo his BJP affiliation and keep the val-
ues of the second highest constitutional
post in the country intact.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

New Delhi
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THE WORLD

UNITED KINGDOM
NIGERIA TO GET BENIN BRONZES BACK

The Horniman Museum and Gardens, London, Sunday said it will transfer
72 items looted in the 19th century to Nigeria. It comes as cultural institutions
in Britain are under pressure to repatriate artifacts acquired during colonial era
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Gustavo Petro was a
member of the M-19
guerrilla group. file

COLOMBIA

Ex-rebel sworn
inas President
in historic shift

COLOMBIA'S FIRST leftist
president will be sworn
into office Sunday, prom-
ising to fight inequality
and heralding a turning
point in the history of a
country haunted by along
war between the govern-
ment and guerrilla
groups. Gustavo Petro, a
former member of
Colombia’s M-19 guerrilla
group, won the presiden-
tial election in June by
beating conservative par-
ties that offered moderate
changes to the market-
friendly economy. His vic-
tory was also exceptional
for Colombia, where vot-
ers had been historically
reluctant to back leftist
politicians who allied
with guerrillas. AP

AUSTRIA

Iran nuclear deal
negotiators say
talks optimistic

TOP NEGOTIATORS inre-
newed talks to revive the
2015 Iran nuclear deal in-
dicated Sunday they are
optimistic about the pos-
sibility of reaching an
agreement to impose
limits on Tehran's ura-
nium enrichment. “We
stand 5 minutes or 5 sec-
onds from the finish line,”
Russian Ambassador
Mikhail Ulyanov told re-
porters outside Vienna's
Palais Coburg, four days
into the talks. He said
there are “3 or 4 issues”
left to be resolved.
Ulyanov said: “I cannot
guarantee, but the im-
pression is that we are

moving in the right direc-
tion.” AP
AFRICA

20killedin
‘militant attack’
ineast Congo

SUSPECTED ISLAMIST
militants killed around 20
people in attacks on two
villages in eastern Congo
over the weekend, the
army and a local human
rights group said on
Sunday. Fighters believed
to be from the Allied
Democratic Forces killed
residents and burned
houses in Kandoyi and
Bandiboli villages in Ituri
province late on Friday
and early on Saturday, said
Christophe Munyanderu,
coordinator of the local
group Convention for the
Respect of Human Rights.

REUTERS

PLA CARRIES OUT ISLAND SATURATION ATTACK DRILLS

China, Taiwan warships shadow each

other as Beijing set to hold regular drills

AGENCIES
TAIPEI, AUGUST 7

CHINESE AND Taiwanese war-
ships played high seas “cat and
mouse” on Sunday ahead of the
scheduled end of four days of
unprecedented Chinese military
exercises launched in reaction to
a visit to Taiwan by US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Chinese state television,
however, cited a commentator
Sunday and reported that the
Chinese military will from now
on conduct “regular” drills on the

eastern side of the median line
of the Taiwan Strait.

About 10 warships each from
China and Taiwan sailed at close
quarters in the Taiwan Strait,
with some Chinese vessels cross-
ing the median line, an unofficial
buffer, according toa person with
knowledge of the matter.

The PLA Sunday also contin-
ued realisticcombat-scenario joint
exercises in the sea and air space
around Taiwan, practicing island
capturing drills in Taiwan Strait,
state-run Global Times reported.

Pelosi’s visit last week
prompted an infuriated China to

CARRYING GRAIN UNDER PASSAGE DEAL

First ship that left
Ukraine won’t dock
in Lebanon on time

REUTERS
BEIRUT, AUGUST 7

THE FIRST grain ship to leave a
Ukrainian port under a deal bro-
kered last month will not arrive
in Lebanon on Sunday as
planned, the Ukrainian embassy
in Lebanon said.

The Razoni left Odesa on the
Black Sea early last Monday carry-
ing 26,527 tonnes of cornand was
settodockonSundayin the north-
ern Lebanese port city of Tripoli,
according to Ukrainian officials
and Lebanese port authorities.

But the Ukrainian embassy in
Lebanon told Reuters on Sunday
the ship was “having a delay”
and “notarriving today,” with no
details on a new arrival date or
the cause of the postponement.

Shipping data on Marine-
Traffic.com showed the Razoni
off the Turkish coast on Sunday.

The shipment was made pos-
sible after Turkey and the United
Nations brokered a grain and fer-
tiliser export agreement between
Moscow and Kyiv last month - a
rare diplomatic breakthroughina
drawn-out war of attrition.

The UN had warned that the
halt in grain shipments from
Ukraine through the Russian-
dominated Black Sea could
prompt outbreaks of famine
around the world.

The Joint Coordination Center

U.N. WATCHDOG
WARNS ON UKRAINE
NUCLEAR PLANT

THE HEAD of the
International Atomic Energy
Agencyraised grave concern
about shelling at a nuclear
power plantin Ukraine, asits
military said Russian forces
had attacked dozens of
front-line towns.

The fighting over the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant
in the south, captured by
Russian forces in the open-
ing stage of the war but still
run by Ukrainian techni-
cians, has raised the
prospect of awider disaster.

“I'm extremely con-
cerned by the shelling yes-
terday at Europe’s largest
nuclear power plant, which
underlines the very real risk
of a nuclear disaster," IAEA
Director General Rafael
Mariano Grossi said in a
statement. REUTERS

(JCC), which will oversee the ex-
port of Ukrainian grain, said the
ship would be used as a trial run,
with information from Razoni's
crew used to fine-tune proce-
dures for the next shipments.

A man reads a newspaper
reporting on the Chinese
drills, in Beijing, Sunday. AP

test launch ballistic missiles over
the island’s capital and the cut-
ting of some areas of dialogue

with the US. A commentator on
Chinese state television said on
Sunday night that the Chinese mil-
itary would now conduct “regular”
drillsonthe Taiwanside of theline,
saying the “historic task” of China’s
reunification “canbe realised”.

As Chinese forces “pressed”
the line, as they did on Saturday;,
the Taiwan side stayed close to
monitor and, where possible,
deny the Chinese the ability to
cross, said the person with
knowledge of the situation who
declined to be identified. He de-
scribed the manoeuvres as high
seas “catand mouse”.

Options
running
e out

EXPLAINED

WHILE CHINA'S specta-
cle of might may likely
discourage Western
leaders from embarking
on aNancy Pelosi-like
visit to Taiwan, it is likely
to deepen skepticismin
Taipei that there can
ever be a peaceful settle-
ment under Xi Jinping.

CUBA BATTLES O1L STORAGE BLAZE

Cuba drew help from Mexico and Venezuela Sunday as firefighters struggled to douse a
raging fire set off by a lightning strike at an oil storage facility in Matanzas city. One person
has died so far, while 121 people are injured and 17 firefighters are missing. AP

The death toll reached 31 on Sunday, Gaza officials said. AP

Gaza flare-up: Israel,
Palestinians ‘agree to
Cairo-brokered truce’

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
&DANWILLIAMS
GAZA, JERUSALEM, AUGUST 7

ISRAEL AND Palestinian mili-
tants have agreed to a truce in
Gaza from Sunday evening as
mediated by Cairo, sources said,
after a weekend-long pounding
of Palestinian targets by Israel
triggered longer-range rocket at-
tacks against its cities.

An Egyptian security source
said Israel had agreed to the pro-
posal, while a Palestinian official
familiar with Egyptian efforts
said the ceasefire would go into
effect at 1900 GMT Sunday.

Spokespeople for Israel and
Islamic Jihad, the faction it has
been fighting in Gaza since
clashes erupted Friday, did not
confirm this, saying only that
they were in contact with Cairo.

Gaza officials said 31
Palestinians, at least a third of
them civilians, had so far been
killed. The rockets have paralysed
sent residents in cities including
Tel Aviv and Ashkelon to shelters.

On Sunday morning, Islamic
Jihad extended its range to fire to-
ward Jerusalem in what it de-
scribed as retaliation for the
killing of its southern Gaza com-
mander by Israel. REUTERS

China seeks meet with SL on research ship

After India raised concern, Colombo sought delay in docking of Chinese vessel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, AUGUST7

CHINA’S EMBASSY in Colombo
sought an urgent meeting with
senior Sri Lankan authorities af-
ter Colombo sought a deferment
of the planned docking of a high-
tech Chinese research vessel at
the strategic Hambantota port
over which India raised con-
cerns, sources said.

The Chinese space and satel-
lite tracking research vessel

China’s Yi in town, Dhaka seeks help
in repatriating Rohingya refugees

JULHASALAM
DHAKA, AUGUST 7

BANGLADESH ON Sunday
sought cooperation from China
to repatriate Rohingya refugees
to Myanmar during a visit by
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, who
promised better trade ties, in-
vestment and support for infra-
structure development in the
South Asian nations.

Chinahad useditsinfluencein
Myanmar to broker a November
2017 agreement to repatriate
about 700,000 Rohingya Muslim
refugees who fled persecution in
Myanmar in August that year.

Yi with Bangladesh foreign
minister Abdul Momen. AP

Despite attempts to send them
back, the refugees refused, fearing
danger in Myanmar, which was
exacerbated by the military
takeover last year.

Yi arrived in Dhaka on
Saturday evening and met with

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Foreign Minister A K Abdul
Momen. They discussed bilateral
and global issues before his de-
parture on Sunday morning, said
Shahriar Alam, Bangladesh'’s
junior minister for foreign affairs.

Bangladesh has strong rela-
tions with China, but maintaining
close ties with Beijing is challeng-
ing for Bangladesh, which also
balancesdiplomaticand tradere-
lationship with both Indiaand the
United States, China’s mainrivals.

Amid recent tensions be-
tween China and Taiwan,
Bangladesh issued a statement
reiterating its support for the
“one-China” policy. AP

SKIERS RUSH T0O CONTINENT’S ONLY FREESTYLE SNOW PARK

Tiny African kingdom has skiing as

JEROME DELAY
BUTHA-BUTHE, AUGUST 7

WHILE MILLIONS across Europe
sweat through a summer of
record-breaking heat, they're
skiing in Africa.

Don’t worry. This isn’t an-
other sign of climate change but
rather the fascinating anomaly
of Lesotho, a tiny mountain king-
dom completely surrounded by
South Africa. Lesotho has an ob-
scure geographical claim to
fame: It's the only country on
Earth where every inch of its ter-
ritory sits more than 1,000 me-

tres (3,280 feet) above sea level.
Thatgives Lesotho snowinthe
southern hemiphere’s winters.
Andwhile cold winters aren’t rare
insouthern Africa, snowis and ski
resorts are even rarer. At an alti-
tude of 3,000 meters (9,842 feet),
Afriski in Lesotho’s Maluti
Mountains is Africa’s only operat-
ing skiresort south of the equator.
“I've never seen snow in my
life,” said Kafi Mojapelo, who
traveled the short distance from
South Africa for a skiing vacation
she never thought she’d take.
“So, this is a great experience.”
Bafana Nadida, who comes
from the sprawling urban town-

‘Yuan Wang 5’ was scheduled to
dock at the Hambantota Port
from August 11 to 17, weeks af-
ter Sri Lanka witnessed a major
political turmoil following mas-
sive mass protests over the coun-
try's worst economic crisis in
decades.

A'third-person' note from Sri
Lanka's Foreign Ministry to the
Chinese embassy in Colombo
dated August 5 says “the min-
istry wishes to request that the
arrival of the vessel Yuan Wang 5
in Hambantota to be deferred

until further consultations are
made on the matter.”

The Chinese embassy in
Colombo sought an urgent meet-
ing with the higher Sri Lankan
authorities to discuss the issue af-
ter receiving the note from the
Foreign Ministry seeking a delay
in the visit, sources said.

Some Sri Lankan news por-
tals also reported that Sri Lankan
President Ranil Wickremesinghe
held a closed-door meeting with
China's Ambassador Qi
Zhenhong after Colombo sought

adeferment of the planned dock-
ing. But the President's Office de-
nied the media reports.

The southern deep-sea port
of Hambantota is considered
strategically important forits lo-
cation. The port, located in the
hometown of the Rajapaksa
family, has been developed
largely with Chinese loans.

India has informed Sri Lanka
that the docking of the high-tech
Chinese research vessel could
pose a threat to its national se-
curity.

Pakistan forms 5-member team in
funding case against Khan’s party

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 7

PAKISTAN'’S TOP investigative
has formed a five-member spe-
cial monitoring panel to coordi-
nate with zonal teams probing
the prohibited funding case
against former PM Imran Khan'’s
Tehreek-i-Insaf party, as author-
ities expanded the probe into the
matter, according to a media re-
port on Sunday.

The government had asked
the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) to probe the case after the
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP)inits verdictin the case on

Visitors enjoy the snow at the Afriski ski resort near Butha-Buthe, Lesotho, in July. (right) a
skiier wearing a traditional blanket waits to rent ski gear. AP

Former Pak
PM Imran
Khan. File

August 2 held Khan's party guilty
of getting funding from prohib-
ited sources.

Ina major setback to the for-
mer prime minister, Pakistan's
election commission on Tuesday
said that PTI had received funds
against the rules from 34 foreign
nationals, including a business-
woman of Indian origin. Khan
has accused the EC of bias.  PTI

ship of Soweto in Johannesburg,
was delighted with putting ski
boots on for the first time. He
planned a day of ski lessons, tak-
ing pictures and just playing
about in the snow.

Skiers and snowboarders
lined up to rent the proper gear.
Some were given pointers by
Hope Ramokotjo, who is from
Lesotho and has worked as a
self-taught ski and snowboard
instructor for 12 years.

“Push your heals out. Don’t
pull your shoulders,” Ramokotjo
called out to his class of keen yet
inexperienced African skiers.

Afriski’s Kapoko Snow Parkis

New Delhi

4KILLED INATTACK
ONPTI LAWMAKER

Peshawar: Gunmen shot
dead four people including
two police in northwestern
Pakistanin an attack target-
ing a provincial lawmaker
from Imran Khan'’s party,
police said. Malik Liagat
Khan — norelation to Imran
Khan — of the PTIwas
wounded in the attack late
Saturday. He was hospi-
talised in Peshawar. No one
claimed responsibility for
the attack. PTI

the only freestyle snow park on
the continent. Competitors lined
up last month for the annual
Winter Whip Slopestyle snow-
board and ski competition.
Sekholo Ramonotsi, a 13-year-
old from the Lesotho city of
Butha-Buthe who practices reg-
ularly at Afriski, won the junior
snowboard and ski divisions.

“I would really like to ski in
Europe,” he said.

London-born Meka
Lebohang Ejindu said he has
taught skiing and snowboarding
in Austria for more thana decade
and this is his first season in the
southern hemisphere. “For a

UNENDING CONFLICT

The violence marked the
most serious escalation
in Gazasince an 11-day
war in May 2021. Here’s a
look at past flare-ups in
the Gaza Strip:

DEC27,2008: 1,400
Palestinians and 13
Israelis reported killed
after Israel launches 22-
day military offensive in
Gaza

NOV 14, 2012: Israel kills
Hamas’s military chief of
staff, Ahmad Jabari,and
eight days of rocket fire
and air strikes follow

JULY-AUGUST 2014: The
kidnap and killing of
three Israeli teenagers by
Hamas leads to a 7-week
war which killed 2,100
Palestinians in Gaza and
73 Israelis

MARCH 2018: More than
170 Palestinians are
reported killed in several
months of protests.

MAY 2021:250 people in
Gazaand 13 in Israel
during 11 days of
fighting.

General
Michael E
Langley

After 246 years,
US Marine Corps
gives 4 stars to

a Black officer

Washington: The first African
American four-star general in
Marine Corps history, General
Michael E Langley, was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in the
Marines in 1985.

The Marine Corps, which
tracesits roots to 1775, did not ac-
cept Blackmen until 1942.

The American military serv-
ices were not desegregated until
after President Harry Truman's
order in 1948. Three decades
later, the first African American
Marine was promoted to one-
star general, in 1979.

Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin announced in June that
President Joe Biden had nomi-
nated Langley for appointment
to the grade of general.

“The milestone and what it
means to the Corps is quite es-
sential," Langley said during
Saturday's ceremony, according
to a Marine Corps report. “Not
because the mark in history, but
what it will affect going forward,
especially for those younger
across society that want to aspire
and look at the Marine Corps as
an opportunity.” AP

welters in summer wave

competition like this to happen
in southern Africa is so heart-
warming,” he said.

Afriski may not be at the level
of Europe’s vast Alpine resorts
but a love of winter sports is
catching. At Afriski’s Sky
Restaurant and Gondola Cafe,
happy hour starts at 10 am and
skiers and boarders party to
house music, beers in hand.

Some claim the bar is the
highest in Africa, although that’s
challenged by the Sani Mountain
Lodge on the Lesotho-South
Africa border. What no one can
dispute is this crowd went ski-
ing in Africa. AP
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IDEA EXCHANGE o

¢ Neeraj is India’s best
ever athlete. People didn’t
celebrate me 19 years ago

but now there’s support9

Medal-winning long jumper Anju Bobby George talks about a scientific method
of grooming talent and why Tejaswin Shankar was not selected at first. The
session was moderated by Principal Correspondent ANDREW AMSAN

Andrew Amsan: How did you feel
about Neeraj Chopra joining the club?
Ithas been along wait. In 2003, no one
believed we could win a medal at the
World Championships. Then there was the
pressure. If you watch the event live, you
canexperienceit. Once youare on the track,
you are alone representing your country
and then have to produce your best in the
final. You have to make decisions in split
seconds, so you have to be that intelligent.

Andrew Amsan: You wanted to go
home because of an injury but your
coach and husband, Robert Bobby
George, said, “Let’s go to Paris and
watch the championship....”

We spent two months in the US. The
training pattern was different there, we
practised at a stretch, 10 to 4, four days a
weekand rested. Here we did two sessions,
morning and evening. There was a heat
wave and Iwas completely exhausted. My
body was not ready to accept all this be-
cause | have thatkidney issue (she has only
one kidney). In the last competition (before
the World Championships) in Germany, [
was running but it was like I was moon-
walking. My jumps were completely down.
We met adoctor who told me to rest for six
months because of the body condition. It
wasa shock. I told Bobby we would go back
toIndia. He said, “Anyway we are in Europe.
Paris is a new location for you and we’ll go
and watch the competition.” I said, “Okay
and we can go sightseeing as well.” Then it
was magic. In20days, he made me a World
Championship medallist.

Mihir Vasavda: You and Neeraj were in
similar positions (fourth) after initial
few attempts. At that stage, what goes
oninside an athlete’s mind?

Sometimes, if our opponent is beyond
our reach, then our mind and body will
drain out. But for some of us, it’s the oppo-
site. When the competition pressure is
high, it pushes us. Such athletes have inner
fire within them. Neeraj and  belong to this
second category. We need good coaches as
well because coaching is the key.

Mihir Vasavda: Abhinav Bindra has
won an Olympic gold, PV Sindhu and
Sushil Kumar have multiple Olympic
medals. But the way Neeraj has taken
off, doyou think he is India’s best
athlete ever?

It's a matter of debate, actually. But my
view is that athletics is the mother of all
sports. There are qualifi-
cation marks and only
those from the entire

ANJU BOBBY GEORGE
LONG JUMPER, WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP MEDAL WINNER,
VICE-PRESIDENT, ATHLETICS FEDERATION OF INDIA

‘Performances should

InTejaswin’s case, he was not commu-
nicating properly with AFI, which did not
give him the permission to excuse himself
from the inter-State competition. When the
selection committee met, we decided that
only those who were in the competition
would go to the CWG. By the time the court
took up the case, we tried to take appropri-
ateaction and include himin the team but
unfortunately, the clearance from organis-
ers came at the last moment.

[understand that coming from the US,
competing in India is a problem but this
was a decision we had taken and even the
president or vice-president couldn’t
change it because the other athletes would
have then questioned us. But Tejaswin is
really talented. [ must clarify one more
thing. In India, we do not use our college-
level games for selection purposes. So, if
we're not taking Indian university games
performances into consideration, how can
we accept any other country’s college
games for trials?

Nihal Koshie: Young long jumper Shaili
Singh is from Uttar Pradesh. Jumpers
are usually associated with the South.
DP Manu, javelin thrower, who is at
CWG, is from Karnataka. Throwers are
generally from the North. Does the
emergence of Shaili and Manu show
that talent scouts need to look beyond
traditional states in a particular sport?
We used to believe that Kerala is good
for sprints and jumps (mostly South India)
and North India is good for throws but it's
changing. That was because all parts of the
country were not getting proper support.In
some parts, the girls were not able to come
up before but now the awareness has in-
creased. Alot of government programmes
have encouraged kids. Not just Shaili, there
are many jumpers from UP. India has a lot
of talent and it’s not in a single pocket.
Spotting it should be a pan-India effort.

Sriram Veera: Just ahead of your
greatest moment in 2003, you found
out that you had just one kidney,
which affected your recovery process.
How does an athlete cope with that
kind of news?

As athletes, we think we are well-built
and everythingis perfect. Initially, [ was re-
ally surprised how I had reached so far with
such a health issue. Being an internal or-
gan, we couldn’t diagnose it from the out-
side, so we didn’t know how the body
would react when the training became in-
tense. It showed me thatl
was not that great and
had todeal withit.

world who get them will I hid this issue from
gettocompeteinamajor  he tiered. The World  the outside world be-
competition. Maybe 50 . . cause had I revealed it
to 60 countries are attain- Champlonshlps and  andmissedamedal, peo-
ing that qualification Ol . ple and the media would
mark and are participat- ympics are on a say it was because of my
ing. Justimagine running different tier. CWG condition. I didn’t want
with Usain Boltand win- ] that sympathy.
ning a medal! So, the and the Asian Games
level of toughness deter- Sriram Veera: You
minesthebestathlete.n ~ Should be next. But  {rained with Mike
that sense, [ can say that some CWG events Powell :‘aheac! of the
Neeraj is the best athlete championships.
India has ever produced. don’t have the same  Recentlywhenhe

.. , cametoopenyour
Nihal Koshie: Tejaswin level of competition’  academy, hesaidyou
Shankar won India’s were near perfectin
first-ever medal in — the air. Whatyou
high jump at the CWG. needed wasalittle

But he wasn’t selected initially though
he met the qualification standard (at
NCAA) because the Athletics
Federation of India (AFI) said he
didn’t compete in an inter-State
competition. As vice-president of AFI,
don’tyou think the federation should
have been a bit more sensitive to an
athlete’s needs?

[ am able to understand his problems.
But some of our athletes perform well a
year before amajor tournament and aren’t
able to maintain that peak level. So, keep-
ing that in mind, like the US, we decided
thatall athletes, wherever they train, would
have to compete in India and show that
they are up to the mark. Only then would
they be included in the team.

more speed in your run-up. This kind
of professional help was very difficult
inyour time. Has it changed now?

A lot of changes have happened be-
cause there are three tiers now, the grass-
root level, middle stage and the top level.
There was actually a gap between the
grassroot and the top level during our time.
Now, it has been bridged by Khelo Indiaand
the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS)
atthe junior and senior levels. So, if an ath-
lete of my calibre wants to train with some-
body and wants some exposure, it's read-
ily available. It was not the case during our
time. Now from the Prime Minister’s Office,
they are calling athletes, celebrating their
victories and the entire country is aware of
their achievements. Lawn Bowls players

| DEA
EXCHANGE

WHY ANJU BOBBY GEORGE

he long jumper had put India on the world track and

field map with a bronze at the 2003 World

Championships - 19 years before Neeraj Chopra’s
silver last month. She is also mentoring talent at the Anju
Bobby Sports Foundation and as vice-president of the
Athletics Federation of India, has the responsibility of
turning the country’s brightest talent into world beaters.
Throughout her career, she never let anyone know that she
was attempting huge feats with just one kidney or the
embarrassment she felt when her jersey ran colour in the
rain and she had to borrow somebody else’s kit. Yet she
disregarded it all and proved the power of human will

gotagold at the Commonwealth Games. I
was not even aware of the sport but they
are there because they got support.[am a
little jealous now because we celebrate ath-
letes before the Games and even after they
winamedal.

Sriram Veera: You got Rs 3 lakh when
you won the World Championships
bronze...

[ got only Rs 3 lakh and never got a
chance to meet the Sports Minister. Our
then President called and asked me how
the competition was. The Rs 3 lakh was de-
posited into my account. Butgot Rs 20lakh
for my performance at the Asian Games.
Canyou compare Asian Games and World
Championships medals? Just imagine.

Sandeep Dwivedi: Do you think India
lacks a sense of proportion when it
celebrates its medals? There are
certain events thataren’t world class
but end up getting the same kind of
exposure. Do you think for prizes there
should be proportion - if it’s a World
Championship medal for example, it
should be appreciated more?

The official World Championships and
Olympics are adifferent tier and should be
segregated. The Commonwealth and the
Asian Games should be next. But unfortu-
nately, some CWG events, like you said,
don’t have the same level of competition
while the Asian Games do have that. In
sports like badminton and weight-lifting,
the Asian Games are a tougher competi-
tion but in athletics, the Commonwealth
Games are tougher. But we cannot bring
prize money down based on competitions.

Inmy time, the Asian Games would get
more importance than the World

Championship. My World Championship
medal was the first the country ever won
but people weren't ready toaccept that. 'm
very happy that after Neeraj won his medal,
people started celebrating my victory as
well after 19 years. Now people realise, “Oh
Anju also got amedal 19 years ago.”

Sandeep Dwivedi: Do we have enough
good coaches in India, like say Bobbhy,
and he is still producing champions?
Everywhere in the world, techniques are
changing. American athletes, for example,
are not running the same way as in the
previous Olympics. They are changing and
taking advantage of research. That isn’t
happening in India.

Unfortunately, it is not the fault of our
coaches. They are still following what they
learnt 20-30 years ago because they aren’t
getting a chance to refresh their knowledge.
But do you think if we hire an American
coach, he will provide athletes with all the
knowledge? No, he will hide certain things.
He will ask athletes to run a certain way but
won't tell them why. We are very good at
technical events and winning medals at the
world and Olympic levels. If we can do re-
search according to our body and our
Indian system, that will help the athlete and
coaches. The book says tolift your hand and
leg but nobody will teach us why we need
to lift the hand or why we need to lift the
leg.If we candoresearch in India and then
educate our coaches, then we will defi-
nitely be winners. Bobby is a mechanical
engineer and long jumpis all about biome-
chanics. He can create and develop hisown
ideas. He's developing something just for
Shaili and that is because of his background.

Sandeep Dwivedi: Do you think we

have more Bobbys? He’s an engineer
and expert, overall a rare guy. Rupal
Chaudhary’s (medallist at World U-20
Championship) coach has said that
athletes are getting offers from the
collegiate system in the US to train over
there. What would you advise?

Most of our talented athletes are not
coming back as coaches. Only very rare
species like Bobby do. To an extent, coach-
ing is not a glamorous job. Only now they
are getting fame. Badminton ace Pullela
Gopichand was known but became more
renowned after his protégé PV Sindhu won
medals. Bobby’s name also came up after |
wonamedal. Yes, more thanan athlete, the
coach should have IQ.

Andrew Amsan: Whenever Bobby
recruits new talent, he gives them
some money to get some apparel. How
important s it for an athlete to look
well and speak confidently?

Bobby is a perfectionist and every-
thing, from coaching to appearances, has
to be proper. Whenever
a new athlete joins, he
asks them to buy new at-
tire, colourful clothes.
Recently I tweeted that
during my first
Commonwealth Games,

‘T gotonly Rs3lakh, I
never got a chance to

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

Tushar Bhaduri: Now we have medals
in judo and Tejaswin’s medal in high
jump. Doyou think it’s a good sign that
medals are being diversified?

Earlier, it was an individual struggle to
come up, because there was no collective
support. But now, there is proper planning
and supportin India. Why is China getting
more medals? Because they are properly
strategizing for events. Besides, they are
good at fielding teams in disciplines where
there’s less competition.

Even at TOPS, we support newer sports
like fencing and cycling. It’s not like only
Sindhu is getting medals and we are only
watching shuttle. If somebody doesn'tlike
shuttle, they can go and watch hockey or
cycling, which was not the case before.

Nihal Koshie: Our athletes are doing
very well but doping has become a big
issue because both top athletes and
juniors have tested positive. How can
thisissue be tackled?

Itis a big issue in our country now.
There are people who al-
ways tend to go for short-
cuts. But the positive
thing is that the Bill
passed in Parliament
makes NADA (National

[ wore Neelam ] Singh’s
competition kit because
someone had stolen
mine. It was double the
size. I had to adjust the

meet the Sports
Minister... Now
achievements of
athletes are being

Anti-Doping Agency) a
statutory body, so they
can work on their own.
They will get more funds
and they plan to set up
more testing labs in the

kit with pins and with
each jump, the pins
would poke me. I could
hear people whispering
about my attire and
where I came from. I felt
like a buffoon. I was in
the sixth position and at

celebrated. If we can
do sports research
too, it will help the

athlete and coaches’

country.

Butif someone wants
totake drugs, they willdo
it. These kinds of sub-
stances (performance-
enhancing drugs) were
not available in India be-
fore. Neither was there

that moment, [ decided
that I was not a bad
jumper and that my ability could not be
judged by my attire.

We are performers but we also need to
express ourselves. If 'm not able to talk to
you, then how will you know about my
emotions and my struggle? These athletes
come from humble backgrounds but as a
mentor, it is my duty to make sure these
athletes talk like me and dress like me.

There was one more instance at the
Helsinki World Championships where |
missed amedal by just 3 cm.[had justone
white competition kit with the tricolour on
the sides. It started raining, the three
colours ran all over and my American
friends said: “Anju, this is soamazing! Your
jersey is changing colour.” That was the
kind of support we got those days.

New Delhi

any knowledge about it.
But now, everything is
available at your fingertips.

Ifyou Google, you can get all the details
about such medicines. So, that’s why
awareness is penetrating to the junior level.
And some of the medicines, which are
available only in Russia or some European
countries, are coming to India. How are
they reaching here? They are coming
through airports. We can stop it there when
itcomes.

Famous athletes getting caught is not
just news in India but everywhere. I used
to think Marion Jones was an extraordinary
athlete, winning multiple medals at the
Olympics. Then [ realised that she was not
that great. She was just cheating. Like crime,
we can'’t stop it completely but still to an
extent, we can prevent doping.
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MARKET WATCH

EiGgaT OF ToPr 10 Cos ADD M-CAP

New Delhi: Eight of the 10 most valued firms together added

Rs 98,234.82 crore in market valuation last week, with I'T majors
Infosys and TCS emerging as the biggest gainers amid a positive
momentum in equities. PTI

SECTOR WATCH
AVIATION

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

SEVERALSPICEJET passengers
inDelhi started walkingon the
tarmac after waiting over 45
minutes for a bus to arrive to
ferry them to the terminal
building. The flight, which ar-
rived from Hyderabad at
around 11.30pm Saturday
night, was carrying 186 pas-
sengers. As per sources, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) is investigat-
ingtheissue.

A source said that one bus
arrived shortly after landing
and carried a section of the
passengers to the terminal
with the second one only ar-
rivingaround 45 minutes later.

“Theinformation that pas-
sengers of Spicejet flight
Hyderabad-Delhi on 6th
August were forced towalk to-
wards the terminal on foot is
wrong and is denied. There
was a brief delay in the arrival
of coaches to ferry the passen-
gersfromthe tarmactotheter-
minal building,” a SpiceJet
spokesperson said.

“Despite repeated requests
from our staff, a few passen-
gers started walking towards
the terminal. They had barely
walked afew meterswhenthe
coaches arrived. All passen-

Shuttle bus delayed,
Spicejet flyers start

walking on tarmac:

DGCA to probe

Current

° curbs

CURRENTLY, THE DGCA has
imposed a restriction on
SpiceJet barring it from op-
erating more than 50 per
cent of its scheduled flights.
The aviation safety regulator
had ordered SpiceJet to curb
its operations after the air-
line suffered a series of tech-
nical malfunctions onits air-
craft,and the DGCA noted
that the airline was not able
to maintain safe and reliable
operations.

EXPLAINED

gers, including those who had
started walking, travelled on
the coaches to the terminal
building,” the spokesperson
added.

Currently, the DGCA has
imposed a restriction on
Spice]et barring it from oper-
ating more than 50 per cent of
its scheduled flights. The avia-
tion safety regulator had or-
dered SpiceJet to curbits oper-
ations after the airline suffered
a series of technical malfunc-
tions on its aircraft, and the
DGCA noted that the airline
was not able to maintain safe
and reliable operations.

— BRIEFLY —
TataMotors

New Delhi: Tata Motorsin a
late filing on Sunday
evening said its subsidiary
has signed an agreement
for the acquisition of Ford
India’s Sanand plant for
Rs 725.7 crore. REUTERS

Vi ontariffs

New Delhi: Visaid the indus-
try needs to raise tariffs at
regular intervals as the sec-
tor still operates at unsus-
tainably low pricesand revi-
sions will allow it to generate
reasonable returns and sup-
port future investments.

NARCL, Srei

New Delhi: The National
Asset Reconstruction Co
Ltd (NARCL) has evinced
interest in the loan ac-
counts of Srei group com-
panies, which are under-
going corporate insolvency
resolution process, a top
official of a state-owned
bank said.

Maruti Suzuki

New Delhi: aruti Suzuki
India will increase its pro-
duction and aims to pro-
duce 20lakh units in the on-
going fiscal withimproving
availability of semiconduc-
tors, according to company
Chairman RC Bhargava. On
electric vehicles (EVs), he
said the Gujarat plant of
Suzuki Motor Corporation
will start production from
2024-25 and will be sold by
MSIL.PTI

FROM DELAYED PAYMENTS FOR SERVICES TO ELECTION FREEBIES, WAIVERS

Promise now, pay later ails power sector

With eye on reforms, Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2022 to be introduced in ongoing monsoon session of Parliament

MIHIRMISHRA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 7

AS THE dues of power distribu-
tion companies (discoms) to
power generators surge to un-
sustainable levels, with states
holding back payments to be
made to discoms for electricity
supplies as well as against subsi-
dies for free power schemes, the
Centre is set to give distribution
reforms a renewed push.

The Electricity (Amend-
ment) Bill 2022, to be intro-
duced in the ongoing monsoon
session of Parliament, is likely to
push state electricity regulatory
commissions to take up timely
revision of tariffs and catalyse
competition in the retail power
distribution sector, among other
provisions.

This also comes amid a re-
newed debate on the freebie cul-
ture and the focus on the mount-
ing dues of power distribution
companies. According to latest
government data, discoms of
three states — Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra and Telangana —
owed about 57 per cent of total
dues to power generating com-
panies (gencos); followed by BJP-
ruled Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh and the UTs of Jammu &
Kashmir, which account for an-
other about 26 per cent of the to-
tal dues of Rs 1,14,222 crore owed
to power generation companies.
Government data updated till
March 31,2022 show that states
owe Rs 62,931 crore for services
and another Rs 76,337 crore
against cost of freebies an-
nounced by them to state
discoms.

Among the states that have

HOW IT BREAKS DOWN

Total
62,931

Maharashtra®
9131

Kerala
6,600

STATE GOVT DUES TO DISCOMS
FOR SERVICES (X CRORE)

7
35,285 ~%§
= Telangana L

PAYMENT OWED TO DISCOMS AGAINST

1915

—

FREEBIES ANNOUNCED BY STATES (X CR) @
18346 16240 15597
9,020
Uttar Madhya Rajasthan Punjab Rest
Pradesh Pradesh

Source: govt (figures till March 31,2022)

DUES OWED TO POWER
PRODUCER (X CR)

States Amount
Tamil Nadu 25,533
Maharashtra 19,763
Telangana 19,745
Uttar Pradesh 10,750
J&K 10,669
MadhyaPradesh 7,861
Karnataka 5,515
Gujarat 1,439
Rest 12,947
TOTAL 31,14,222
Data till July 31,2022

Source: PRAAPTI portal

defaulted on payments to dis-
coms, Telangana leads the chart
witha cumulative outstanding of
Rs 11,915 crore, followed by
Maharashtra at Rs 9,131 crore.
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh leads the
pack among states that have not
made payments to discoms for
subsidies at Rs 18,946 crore, fol-
lowed by Madhya Pradesh at Rs
16,240 crore. While the top three
together owe Rs 65,041 crores,
the next three BJP-ruled states
owe Rs 29,280 crore of the total,
according to a PRAAPTI (Payment
Ratification And Analysis in
Power procurement for bringing
Transparency in Invoicing of gen-
erators) data till July 31,2022.
Maharashtra was till recently
ruled by the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena and J&K is under

Central rule since they were re-
constituted as Union Territories
in 2019.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had said last month that
the votes-for-freebies culture will
hurt future growth and also
flagged the mounting dues of
power discoms. The statement
came after the Aam Aadmi Party,
which has governments in
Punjab and Delhi and provides
free electricity in both states, an-
nounced plans to provide 300
units of free electricity if it wins
Gujarat, which polls this year.

An analysis by The Indian
Express shows free electricity an-
nouncements are not just limited
to Opposition-ruled states. Key
beneficiaries of free power in
Tamil Nadu, Telangana and

‘India’s outbound tourism
to surpass $42 bn by 2024’

Outbound trips from India will surpass $42 bn by 2024 and the
govt could bring about certain policy changes to boost it, as per
areport by Nangia Andersen LLP in association with FICCI

$42 billion

Indian outbound tourism
by2024

In 2021, Indians spent approximately $12.6 billion in outbound trips, compared to $22.9 billion in
2019. While the reason for decrease in spending could be due to the pandemic but these figures point

\ IA"\K

KEY SUGGESTIONS

M Increasing direct connections to
popular and upcoming
destinations

M Allowing foreign cruise vessels
tooperate on Indian waters

M Taking concerted and
coordinated efforts on multiple
fronts

FASTEST GROWING MKT:
Indian outbound travel market is
among the fastest growing
markets globally with
approximately 80 million passport
level of purchasing power,
especially among the middle class

Allowing foreign cruise vessels to
include Indian destinationsas a

out the huge value that can be captured from Indian outbound travellers, the report added

stop would encourage both
inbound and outbound tourismas
well as increase revenue for Indian
ports

THEDIVISION:

Europe sees 20 per cent of the
travellers from India’s outbound
traffic. 10 per cent travel to
Australiaand New Zealand, while
therest of the traffic is towards
Southeast Asia

With the positive response of
foreign delegations and their
policies, the government

may establish bilateral relations
with tourist-friendly countries
forbothinboundand

outbound tourists”

Source: Nangia
Andersen LLP, FICCI/PTI

Fed’s Bowman: Consider more rate hikes

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, AUGUST7

THE US Federal Reserve should
consider more 75 basis-point in-
terest rate hikes at coming meet-
ingsinorder to bring highinflation
back down to the central bank’s
goal, Fed Governor Michelle
Bowman said on Saturday.
“Isupported the FOMC's deci-
sion last week to raise the federal
fundsrate another 75 basis points,”
Bowmansaid in prepared remarks
to a Kansas Bankers Association
event in Colorado, referring to the
Federal Open Market Committee
that sets monetary policy. “My
view is that similarly-sized in-
creases should be on the table un-

“My view is that
similarly-sized increases
should be on the table
until we see inflation
declining in a consistent,
meaningful, and

lasting way”

MICHELLE BOWMAN
FEDGOVERNOR

til we see inflation declining in a
consistent, meaningful, and last-
ing way.”

A procession of policymakers
this week have shown stiffening
resolve to continue the aggressive
monetary tightening, with nearly
all of them making plain the cen-
tral bank remains determined to

pressahead with rate hikes until it
sees strong and long-lasting evi-
dence that inflation is on track to
back down to the Fed's 2 per cent
target.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell al-
ready flagged last week the central
bank may consider another “un-
usuallylarge” rate hike at the Sept.
20-21 meeting, seen as a decision
betweena50basis- pointor 75 ba-
sis-point move, with officials
guided intheir decision making by
aream of critical data points cover-
ing inflation, employment, con-
sumer spending and economic
growth between now and then.

Inflation has for months con-
founded expectations that it
would ease and isnow, by the Fed's
preferred measure, running at

more than three times the target.

The Fed is under renewed
pressure to deliver another 75 ba-
sis-pointinterestrate hike atits up-
coming meeting next month as
fresh data on Friday showed job
gains unexpectedly accelerating
despite soaring inflation and ris-
ing borrowing costs.

Bowman added that she still
retains anopenmind on the mag-
nitude of hikes depending on how
the economy evolves.

“While I expect that ongoing
rateincreases will be appropriate,
given the uncertainty in how
those data and conditions will
evolve, I will allow that informa-
tion to guide my judgment on
how big the increases will need
tobe,” she said.

Mabharashtra are farmers, small
business establishments and also
private households. Among the
next three, Jammu & Kashmir
has, only in June 2022, cracked
down on free power in the state
and started installing meters.
While Uttar Pradesh had, in its
election manifesto early this year,
announced free power forirriga-
tion to farmers that is estimated
to cost the state exchequer about
Rs 2,000 crore per annum,
Madhya Pradesh, in March this
year, announced a one-time
waiver of electricity bills valuing
toRs 6,400 crore.

Industry watchers say that
the solution could be inempow-
ering the regulators to take tariff
decisions. “The problem is all
across and the biggest solution

10C, HPCL,
BPCL post
18,480-cr loss

on holding
fuel prices

New Delhi: State-owned Indian Oil
Corporation (I0C), Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) posted a
combined loss of Rs 18,480 crore
on holding petrol and diesel prices
despite arise in cost.

According to stock exchange
filings by the three fuel retailers,
the losses were due to erosion in
the marketing margin on petrol,
diesel and domestic LPG.

This wiped away gains from
the record refining margin. IOC,
HPCL and BPCL, which are sup-
posed to revise petrol and diesel
prices daily in line with cost, have
not changed rates for four months
now despite international oil
prices shooting up.

They have also not changed
cooking gas LPG rates in tandem
with cost. I0Con July 29 reported
anetloss of Rs 1,995.3 crore for the
April-June quarter. On Saturday,
HPCL reported its highest ever
quarterly loss of Rs 10,196.94 crore
and BPCL posted a loss of Rs
6,290.8 crore. The combined loss
at Rs 18,480.27 crore is the high-
est ever for any quarter including
the era when petrol and diesel
prices were regulated and the
government used to give subsi-
dies to the three retailers.

During April-June, IOC, BPCL
and HPCLdid not revise petrol and
diesel prices in line with rising
costs to help the government con-
taininflation. PTI

China exports gain steam, but global headwinds may weigh

REUTERS
BENGALURU, AUGUST 7

CHINA'S EXPORT growth unex-
pectedly picked up speed in July,
offering an encouraging boost to
the economy asits struggles tore-
cover from a Covid-induced
slump, but weakening global de-
mand could start to drag on ship-
ments in coming months.

Exportsrose 18 per centin July
from a year earlier, the fastest
pace this year, official customs
data showed on Sunday, com-
pared with a 17.9 per cent in-
crease in June and beating ana-
lysts’ expectations for a 15 per
centgain.

Outbound shipments have

been one of the few bright spots
for the Chinese economyin 2022,
as widespread lockdowns hit
businesses and consumers hard
and the once mighty property
market lurches from crisis to cri-
sis. “China’s export growth sur-
prised again on the upside. (It)
continues to help China’s econ-
omy in a difficult year as domes-
tic demand remains sluggish,”
said Zhiwei Zhang, chief econo-
mist at Pinpoint Asset
Management.

However, many analysts have
expected exports to fade as the
global economy looks increas-
ingly likely to be heading into a
serious slowdown, weighed
down by soaring prices and rising
interest rates.

Yangshan Deep Water Port, in Shanghai, China. Reuters file

A global factory survey re-
leased last week showed demand
weakened in July, with orders and

output indexes falling to their
weakest levels since the onset of
the Covid pandemicin early 2020.

China’s official manufacturing
survey indicated activity con-
tracted last month, raising fears
that the economy’s recovery from
lockdowns in spring will be
slower and bumpier than ex-
pected. But there were signs that
transport and supply chain dis-
ruptions caused by Covid restric-
tions were continuing to ease, just
intime for shippers preparing for
peakyear-end shopping demand.

Foreign trade container
throughput at eight major
Chinese ports rose 14.5 per cent
in July, speeding up from the 8.4
per cent gainin June, according to
data released by the domestic
port association.

Container throughput at
Covid-hit Shanghai port hit a

record high last month.

July exports may also have
been buoyed by pent-up demand
from Southeast Asia as supply
snarls eased and factories there
ramped up production, Bruce
Pang, chief economist and head
of research at Jones Lang Lasalle
Inc, said in a research note.

Moreover,amid negative real
interest rate and surging inflation,
some European and US cus-
tomers may have frontloaded or-
ders to ensure they had goods on
hand with lower costs, he added.

Still, while export growth re-
mained high, backed by price fac-
tors, the volume of exported
goods dropped in July, said Chang
Ran, a senior analyst at Zhixin
Investment Research Institute.

New Delhi

could be to empower the regula-
tor to ensure timely tariff hikes.
There should also be provisions
to ensure that any freebies an-
nounced by the state should be
through direct benefit transfer
and not in a way that burdens
discoms or power producers.
Installing prepaid meters could
be the first step in that direction,”
said Anil Razdan, former Union
Power Secretary.

Tamil Nadu raised power
tariffs for households as well as
the industry in July this year but
continued with 100 units of free
power for households and free
electricity to power looms. The
raise was only after the Central
government forced it by writing
28 times to the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment insisting upon restruc-
turing the power tariff. It said
the state would not get a Central
subsidy if the debts were not re-
duced, state’s Electricity
Minister V Senthil Balaji was
quoted in reports.

Telangana, in April this year,
announced to provide up to 250
units of electricity per month at
free of cost to barber shops, laun-
dry shops and dobhi ghats across
the state. The state also provides
free power to farmers.

Maharashtra’s electricity
board, which is reeling under se-
vere financial strain, in
November announced a 50 per
cent waiver amounting to
Rs 4,000 crore on pending agri-
cultural pump electricity bills.
Mediareports suggested that the
state, under the previous govern-
ment, did discuss a scheme to
provide certain units of free
power to private households but
this was junked.

The BJP government in Uttar

AKASA TAKES TO THE SKIES

Pradesh, before the state went for
polllast year,announced halving
of farmers’ electricity bills. The
state has also fulfilled its poll
promise to provide free electric-
ity to farmers tube wells, which
is estimated to cost Rs 2,000
crore to the state exchequer. UP’s
power distribution company has
sought Rs 2,250 crore from the
state that includes Rs 250 crore
for implementing the pre-poll
announcement.

Madhya Pradesh, another
BJP-ruled state, in March this
year, announced a waiver of
electricity bills generated dur-
ing the Covid period that will
cost the state exchequer about
Rs 6,400 crore.

These waivers and freebies
are one of the key reasons for the
problems faced by the power
sector, said a banker. “The power
sector’s problem is freebies by
states that have led to losses and
delayed payments. Banks are not
comfortable lending to the sec-
tor till such freebies continue,”
said a banker.

Banks refused to lend to the
power sector despite the Power
Ministry asking banks to lend to
companies to import coal and
help overcome the power crisis
faced by the country during sum-
mers this year.

Among the states, Gujarat
clearly is an outlier that has a
dues of Rs 1,439 crore even lower
than Haryana’s Rs 1,827 crore.
Notably, Gujarat carried out re-
forms over the years in the power
sector, including metering at the
feederlevel. The state broughtin
reforms in electricity being sup-
plied to the rural areas by keep-
ing separate power for agricul-
ture and for rural households.

An Akasa Air aircraft just before its inaugural flight at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport, in
Mumbai, on Sunday. Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
virtually flagged off the airline’s first commercial flight,
which departed from Mumbai to Ahmedabad. PTI

FPIs keep up the
buying as dollar

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,AUGUST7

AFTER TURNING net buyers last
month, foreign investors contin-
ued their positive stance on Indian
equities and invested over Rs
14,000 crore in the first week of
Augustamid softening of the dol-
larindex.

This was way higher than the
netinvestmentof nearly Rs 5,000
crore by Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs)in entire July, data
with depositories showed.

FPIs had turned buyers in July
after nine straight months of
heavy net outflows, which started
from October last year. Between
October2021 and June 2022, they
soldamassiveRs 2.46lakhcrorein
the Indian equity markets.

Hitesh Jain, lead analyst-insti-
tutional equities, Yes Securities,
said FPI flows are expected to re-
main positive during August as
the worst for the rupee seems to
be over and crude oil price seems
to be confined in arange.

“Also, earnings story still re-
mains strong where sturdy rev-
enue growthis offsetting contrac-
tion in profit margins,” he added.

According to datawith depos-
itories, FPIs infused a net amount
of Rs 14,175 crore in Indian equi-
ties in the first week of August.

The change in FPI strategy has
imparted strength to the recent
market rally.

“The decline in the dollar in-

The BSE, Mumbai. File

dex from the high of above 109
last month to below 106 now is
the principal reason for FPI in-
flows. This trend may continue,”
said VK Vijayakumar, chief invest-
ment strategist at Geojit Financial
Services.

Also, comments from Fed
Chair Jerome Powell that cur-
rently the US is not in a recession
has helped improve sentiment
and risk appetite globally, said
Himanshu Srivastava, associate
director-manager research,
Morningstar India.

The recent correction in the
Indian equity markets have also
provided agood buying opportu-
nity,and FPIs have been taking ad-
vantage of the same by hand-
picking high quality companies,
he added.

FPIs have turned buyers in sec-
tors like capital goods, FIMCG, con-
struction and power.

In addition, FPIs poured a net
amountof Rs230 crore in the debt
market during the month under
review. WITHPTI
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SPORT

MEDAL’S TALLY

Rank Nation
Australia 63 52 52
England 54 58 51
Canada 23 31 33 87
New Zealand 18 12 17 47
India 17 13 20 50
Scotland T 10 25 46

ouswN =

Gold Silver Bronze Total
167
163

INDIA WRAP

Annu Raniwins
bronzeinjavelin

Annu Rani scripted history as she be-
came the first Indian female javelin
thrower towinamedal,abronze,inthe
Commonwealth Games on the penul-
timate day on Sunday. Rani sent the
speartoadistance of 60min her fourth
attempt to finish third. World cham-
pionKelsey-Lee Barber of Australia stole
the gold with a final round throw of
64.43m from compatriot Mackenzie
Little (64.27m)who was leading at the
end of the penultimate round. Before
Rani, Kashinath Naik and Olympic
champion Neeraj Chopra had won a
bronze and a gold in the men's
javelin throw respectively.

Kumarwins bronzein
10,000mracewalk

India's Sandeep Kumar won a bronze
inthe men's 10,000m racewalk event
with a personal best time on the
penultimate day of the
Commonwealth Games here on
Sunday. Kumar clocked 38:49.21m to
finish behind gold winner Evan
Dunfee (38:36.37) of Canada and
Declan Tingay (38:42.33) of Australia.
The other Indian in the fray, Amit
Khatri finished ninth with a season
best time 0f 43:04.97.

Doublessilver, singles
final for Sharath

Indian table tennis legend Achanta
Sharath Kamal defied age and pro-
ducedaclass acttoreach the men's sin-
glesfinal at the Commonwealth Games
here on Sunday. The 40-year-old pad-
dler defeated home country's Paul
Drinkhall 11-8,11-8,8-11,11-7,9-11,11-
8 toreach his second CWG final. Earlier
inthe day, the seasoned pair of Sharath
and G Sathiyan was outsmarted by fa-
miliar foes Drinkhall and Liam Pitchford
of England in the men's doubles final.
The Indian duo had to settle for silver
for the second successive edition after
losing 11-8,8-11,3-11,11-7,4-11 to the
English combine.

Pallikal-Ghosal bag
mixed doubles bronze

The Indian mixed doubles pair of
Saurav Ghosal and Dipika Pallikal won
the bronze medalin the squash event of
the Commonwealth Games here on
Sunday. In a repeat of last edition's fi-
nal, Ghosal and Pallikal hardly broke a
sweat as they prevailed 11-8 11-4 over
the Australian combine of Donna
Lobban and Cameron Pilley in the
bronze medal play off.

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA

| SCHEDULE oy

HOCKEY (FINAL)

INDIA VS AUSTRALIA (5pm)

BADMINTON

Women'’s Singles Final: PV Sindhu vs
Michelle Li (1.20 pm)

Men’s Singles Final: Lakshya Sen vs
Tze Yong NZ (2.10pm)

Men’s Doubles Final: Satwik Sairaj
Rankireddy-Chirag Shetty vs Ben
Lane/Sean Vendy (3pm)

CWGCLOSING CEREMONY

12.30AM (AUGY9)

Indian cricketers implode at the final hurdle, Aussies win gold

e
EXPRESS INBIRMINGHAM

SHIVANINAIK
AUGUST7

THE COMMON refrain this summer had
been that Indians brought a spot of happy
sunshine along to the UK when they came
for the Commonwealth Games. Bathed in
glorious warmth that Birmingham just can’t
seem to get enough of, as crowds thronged
stadia in the summer of sport, India’s T20
cricket team wanted to steal a bit of filigreed
gold in return. The women looking to have
their own big 1983 Lord’s moment at
Edgbaston threatened to prick the Aussie
bubble, butimploded at the final hurdle los-
ing by 9 runs.

In a run chase of 162 that always looked
on, the power outages from the Indians came
far too often, as the big match poise would
trickle out of their fight, and set them back

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
AUGUST7

‘DOOR REHNA, bas (just stay away)'.

With those words from coach Bhaskar
Bhatt ringing in her ears, Nikhat Zareen
charged forward from her corner as the bell
rang to mark the beginning of the final round
of the light-flyweight gold medal bout of the
Birmingham Games.

Leading on all five cards after the first two
rounds against Northern Ireland’s Carly
McNaul, all Nikhat had to do was stay out of
trouble for the rest of the bout. She did just
that, dancing and prancing around the ring,
staying away from her opponent’s reach,
smiling and swaying - and occasionally
sneaking in a mean punch - and pocketing
the gold medal.

Bhatt had earlier given the same instruc-
tion to Nitu Ghanghas, who was in a similar
position in her minimumweight gold medal
fight against England’s Demie-Jade Resztan,
before the final round. For most of the last
three minutes, Nitu followed the same strat-
egy as Nikhat but the temptation to get in-
volved was too much to avoid, and so in the
last 30 seconds, she went all-in and landed
three clean back-to-back combination
punches to finish with a flourish.

Sandwiched between these two bouts
was Amit Panghal’s flyweight final against
England’s Kiaran Macdonald. Panghal, too,
was comfortably ahead after the first two
rounds but at the CWG, he had spared no
one. And there was no way he’d go easy on
his opponent in the gold medal bout. So,even
as blood gushed down Macdonald’s fore-
head, and onto his eyes, Panghal unleashed
a flurry of punches to put the result beyond
any doubt.

Three finals, three unanimous verdicts,
three gold medals.

While Nikhat stepped out of the ring to
instantly celebrate her gold medal with
wrestler and close friend Vinesh Phogat, and
Nitu couldn’t stop grinning and punching the
air having won her first major multi-disci-
pline medal, Panghal was more muted in his

Harmanpreet Kaur’s 43-ball 65 went in vain for India against Australia. Reuters

after Harmanpreet Kaur and Jemima
Rodrigues looked, at one point, to be steer-
ing the ship safely home. The Aussies had
only just enough on the board with 161-8,
but chasing for the first time in the tourna-

ment against a bigger team, India had famil-
iar ghosts haunting them, and pegging them
back to yet another runners-up finish, this
time at Edgbaston.

Lord’s over 50 overs against England,

MCG in 2020 and now the inaugural CWG fi-
nal - the resistance put up had got progres-
sively more optimistic. But the end result
would be the same, with just two of the top
order looking in control in the chase. While
Harmanpreet stayed, India looked like they
had a chance. Once wickets fell around her,
the same old desperation, sweaty palms and
slipping feet lost their grip over pacing the
chase, and faltered.

The promise of a couple of boundaries - if
they could back themselves to hold their
nerve - could have sorted them out. But India
doesn’t have a full-fledged women’s IPL,
Australia has their Women'’s Big Bash, and
the experience of being in these situations
intheir domestic league finally made the dif-
ference.

Earlier though, Harmanpreet offered
Indiaits biggest hope after Smriti Mandhana
went early. It was that little Jemimah hop at
the other end, completing a boundary-filler
of a non-single, that would signal
Harmanpreet had smashed the ball to the
pink boundary ropes, and at times beyond.
Edgbaston filled up to watch the big hits,and
the Indian captain didn’t disappoint.

There were two hits that cleared the deep
midwicket and long- on fielders,
Harmanpreet swept with elan and used the
fast outfield to send a hot welter cannon-

Punching gl

Panghal, Nikhat, Nitu land a mean combination punch to give India three gold medals in boxing

With speed, IQ in the ring
and strength, Nitu lands gold

India’s Nikhat Zareen (R) in action during the final on Sunday. P11

celebrations - just his trademark salute and
aNamaste to the cameras.

After his first-round exit at the Tokyo
Olympics last year, Panghal’s childhood
coach Anil Dhankar said at the CWG that he
was out to prove a point to himself more
than others. Dhankar recalled how for
months after the Tokyo Games, the duo
would merely look at each other and tears
would start flowing.

Panghal's explosive strength

Touted as a medal contender at the
Olympics, Panghal slowly began to pick up
the pieces after a shock defeat and began
training with junior boxers at the academy.
“He was hurt, we all were. After the
Olympics, he started with the basics all over
again,” Dhankar said on Sunday.

“The mistake he made (in Tokyo) was to
play according to his opponent’s style rather
than sticking to his own. At the CWG, he
stuck to his own type of boxing; that is, to
land a punch, duck and make the opponent
miss his attempt and then launch a coun-
terattack. And that's where he’s the most

Indian women’s team returns to podium

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AUGUST 7

AFTER A gap of 16 years, India’s women'’s
hockey team returned to the Commonwealth
Games podium, defeating New Zealand via a
thrilling tie-breaker in the bronze-medal play-
off in Birmingham on Sunday.

As she usually is, India captain and goal-
keeper Savita Punia was the star for Indiain the
shoot-out, saving two, forcing a New Zealand
attacker to miss the target once and ensuring
another attacker did not complete her attempt
inthe allotted eight seconds.

After winning the silver medal at the 2006
Melbourne CWG, India’s 2-1 win in the
shootouts (1-1 after regulation time) made
sure they did not return home empty-handed
this time.The tie-breaker followed after New
Zealand equalised with just 18.5 seconds re-
maining in the match to level the score 1-1.

However, unlike the semifinal where India
lost to Australia in the shoot-outs, the team
showed immense mental strength to fight
backand postawin even after Sangita Kumari
missed her initial attempt. Earlier in the match,
Salima Tete had put India ahead in the 29th
minute. Her sneaky run at the far post and an
opportunistic backhanded tap-in gave India
the lead, which they fought hard to protect for
therest of the match.The move thatled to Tete’s
goal was initiated from the right. Navneet

Indian women'’s team celebrates after
scoring on Sunday. P11

Kaur’s initial shot was blocked by the goal-
keeper, the ball then fell to Sharmila Deviwho
was unmarked in front of anopen goal, but she
failed to connect but Tete made the run behind
her to score from the melee.

It was Tete’s third goal of the tournament
but by far the most important, given that hardly
anything separated the two teams until then.
New Zealand piled on the pressure in search

of anequaliser and had agoal disallowed in the
third quarter. India, however, never went de-
fensive although they defended brilliantly.
Even with less than five minutes remaining in
the final quarter, India refused to defend deep
and continued to press high to keep New
Zealand from accumulating numbers in their
half. They played with pace and precision,
never allowing their opponent a moment to
breathe. The only time they looked to alter the
strategy was in the final two minutes when
Lalremsiami was shown a yellow card for an
infringement.

Down to 10 players, New Zealand sensed
an opportunity and earned a penalty corner
with just 28.5 seconds left in the match. From
the resulting drag-flick, New Zealand earned
apenalty stroke after the ball hit Navneet's foot
in front of the goal. Olivia Merry converted
from the spot, forcing a shootout.

For India, Sonika and Navneet found the
target in the tie-breaker while Sangita and
Neha Goyal missed their chances. New
Zealand, though, missed all but one chance
they took.The players, most of them in tears,
rantowards the ‘D’ and huddled over Savita af-
ter she made the final save.

The bronze will come as a huge shotin the
arm for the team, which was on an upswing
following a fourth-place finish at the Tokyo
Olympics ayearago but seemed to stagnatein
thelast few months, with a few underwhelm-
ing performances, especially at the World Cup.

dangerous.”

Four unanimous decisions in four bouts
enroute to the gold underlined how ‘danger-
ous’ he is. Panghal would - as he did in
Sunday’s final - dip low, bide his time and
use his incredible hand speed to unleash fe-
rocious right-hand punches from a lower an-
gle, a style none of his opponents were able
to deal with.

Indian boxing’s former high-perform-
ance director Santiago Neiva, Dhankar said,
had pointed out to Panghal about the lack of
sting in his punches despite the accuracy. “So,
in the last few months he started perform-
ing training drills that throwers do to im-
prove their power as well as explosive
strength,” Dhankar said. This included exer-
cises like squats and short sprints.

“At the 2018 Commonwealth Games too,
Amit was in the final against an English boxer.
But he lost that bout because he lacked in
these areas,” Dhankar said. “And then, there’s
one big change between Amit today com-
pared to ayear ago - his willpower. He’s more
determined and hungrier than I've seen him
inalong, long time.”

NITINSHARMA
AUGUST7

NITU GHANGAS, the 48 kg Commonwealth
Games gold medallist, has two things going for
her- speedintheringand her strength. These
qualities left experts impressed.

Four years ago, early in his stint as India's
women's foreign boxing coach Raffaele
Bergamasco noticed Nituwas special. He asked
the then youth coach Bhaskar Chandra Bhatt to
keep him posted about her
progress.

OnSunday afternoon, after Nitu %
won the 48 kg final against
England’s Demie Jade Resztan, with
a unanimous 5:0 decision, the
Italian sent a congratulatory
WhatsApp message to Nitu.

“When I spent time at the na-
tional youth camp in Bhopal,
Nitu's skill struck me immediately. Her box-
ing was very simple yet effective. One thing
which impressed me during the camp as
well as during the two successive world
youth championships was that she got rid of
her opponents with her speed and physical
strength, a thing which she has displayed the
whole of last week,” Bergamasco told The
Indian Express.

At Birmingham, Nitu first scored an ABD
win (when a boxer retires) over Northern
Ireland’s Nicole Clyde to move into the semifi-
nals and assure herself of a bronze medal at
least. The Irish boxer was a bit taller than Nitu
but the Indian relied on slipping her punches,
landing her straight punches with right upper-
cuts as well. In the semifinal bout, Nitu faced
Canada’s Priyanka Dhillon and won through
RSC (Referee Stops Contest). Dhillon was a
counter boxer and Nitu once again relied on
her straight punches.

balling under the cover fielder’s eluded out-
stretched arm.

Harmanpreet & Co lit up the
Commonwealth Games final with their au-
dacious challenge of Australian hegemony,
but just didn’t have the arsenal or tools of de-
struction to boss those moments. Just like
they started in the opener where they had
Australia on the mat before Ashleigh
Gardener rescued them, once again, the
Aussies were not allowed ascendancy witha
bunch of Indians pinging them with a wicket
here, a one-handed catch there.

Deepti Sharma lifted one straight behind
the bowler, to keep them going, but it was
panicin the chase that put paid to all the early
efforts.

Australia did the basics right, didn’t try
anything fancy, and banked on the Indian
proclivity to go down on these situations. The
run-outs came in a bunch, and pointed to not
merely ill-judged singles but jangled nerves
that repeated losing in the finals can trigger.

Yet, this was a stunning debut for cricket
atthe CWG. And it needed India in the finals
to bring a final alive.

BRIEF SCORES: Australia 161/8 (Beth
Mooney 61, Renuka Singh 2/25, Sneh Rana
2/38) beat India 152 in 19.3 overs
(Harmanpreet Kaur 65, Ashleigh Gardner
3/16) by 9 runs

“Nicole was taller than me and was also a
southpaw. So [ had to go for an attacking style
initially. My focus was on slipping her punches
and going for straight as well as for the right
uppercuts. Canada's Dhillon was a counter
boxer and I went with the plan that I have to
bring her to my range and then use straight
punches and slip towards the side to avoid her
punches,” Nitu told this paper.

But her biggest challenge came in the fi-
nal. Demie-Jade Resztanis a southpaw and a
rough style boxer. Nitu had boxed against her
during training bouts in Ireland
prior to the games. “She is a bit
shorter in height and that’s why
sherelies on playing rough against
taller opponents. My plan was to
# play from long range and to in-
= crease my attacks. When she came
i1l forward, I slipped towards right or
= % left and landed counter punches

avoiding the clinching initially,”
Nitu said.

Her coach at the Bhiwani Boxing Club
Jagdish Singh too had a word with her before
the final.

“Playing a southpaw that too in the final
meant that Nitu would be under some pres-
sure. But she did not look hesitant at all in the
first round and played with an excellent ring
1Q to dodge her attacks and play from long
range. Regarding the 50 kg category (Olympic
category), we need to work on her muscular
strength and increase some speed and have
more accuracy in counter attacks,” Singh said.

Bergamasco too agrees with Singh. “Nitu’s
right guard is an advantage over others and her
swiftness of the arms and strength makes her
a threat in 48 kg. She needed to add more in
terms of muscle structure,” says the Italian.

As for Nitu, once she gets home, she would
again spend watching the videos of six-time
world champion Mary Kom.

Fighter Bhavina wins para T'T gold

ANILDIAS
AUGUST7

THETEARS told their own story. One could see
how much it meant to Bhavina Patel. She had
to settle for silver at the Tokyo Paralympics —a
great achievement in itself. But the para table
tennis player wasn't satisfied. She wanted to
win, she wanted gold.

And win is what she did and that too in
telling fashion on Saturday, beating Nigeria’s
Christiana Ikpeoyi in straight games (12-10, 11-
2, 11-9) to win gold at the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham.

The scoreline may suggest an easy outing
but it was anything but that. Ikpeoyi wasn't a
pushover. The first game went into extra points
and Bhavina’s nerves of steel came into play.

The second one she absolutely dominated.
Ikpeoyi had no answers, looked flummoxed,
and seemed to have almost given up. The third
game was going the same way until the
Nigerian suddenly decided to give a final push
to stay in the match. But Bhavina managed to
finish the contest in straight games.

Then, for the first time on Saturday, the
Indian showed her emotions. She roared,
hugged her coach Lalan Doshi and cried - tears
of redemption for both of them. And what a
fabulous journey it has been!

Bhavina wasjustayearold when her fam-
ily discovered she was suffering from po-

Bhavina Patel celebrates with her
coach after her victory on Saturday. P11

liomyelitis, a disabling and, in some cases, life-
threatening disease caused by the poliovirus.
It affects the spinal cord, and can result in paral-
ysis.

Her disability may have prompted ridicule
in her village with people telling her that she
wouldn’tamount to muchin life, but Bhavina
kept going. Even after she was rejected in an
interview for a teacher’s post because of her
disability.

In2004-05, she enrolled inanITI course at
the Blind People’s Association (BPA), an insti-
tution for the specially-abled in Ahmedabad. It
was there that Bhavina was introduced to table
tennis and it was there that she fellinlove with
the sport, even saying that she “felt like she
could play the sport for 24 hours aday”.

She started playing in tournaments and
soon realised she could compete at the highest
level. She competed at the National
Championships and started winning gold
medals. Her confidence skyrocketed and she
started setting new goals after deciding to take
up the sport professionally in 2008.

Playing the sport at the highest level also
meant that she had to finance herself as sup-
port from the government or federations was-
n't really forthcoming. Though she struggled
in this endeavour, she knew that this was
something that gave hera purposein life. And
she stuck withit.

She reached the World No. 2 ranking by
winning the silver medal in the individual cat-
egory at the 2011 PTT Thailand Open. In 2013,
she won a silver medal in women'’s singles
class 4 at the Asian Para Table Tennis
ChampionshipsinBeijing. In2017, she bagged
a bronze in the Asian Para Table Tennis
Championships in the Chinese capital.

Her goal was set — she wanted to win gold
at the Paralympics - and she almost did. After
beating World Nos 2,3,8,and 9enroute to the
women’s singles class 4 final, she fell just short
against World No. 1Zhou Ying of China. Italso
meant that she was yet to win a gold in a ma-
jor tournament.

That changed on Saturday. That's why the
tears, the roar. But it could just be the begin-
ning of a golden journey. After all, the 2024
Paris Paralympics isn’t too far away.
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Iyer, Bishnoi
lead India to win

over Windies in
5th T20I

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AUGUST 7

SHREYAS IYER roared back to form with a
stroke-filled 64 while the spinners picked
up all the 10 wickets as India recorded yet
another one-sided 88-run victory over
West Indies to wrap up the five-match T20
International series by a comprehensive 4-
1 margin here.

It was Iyer's half-century and useful
contributions from Deepak Hooda (38 off
25 balls) and stand-in skipper Hardik
Pandya's (28 off 16 balls) cameo that pro-
pelled India to 188 for 7 in 20 overs after
being put in to bat. The Iyer-Hooda pair
added 76 runs in only 7.1 overs

Then, Pandya handed the new ball to
Axar Patel (3-1-15-3), who quickly re-
moved makeshift opener Jason Holder (0),
Shamarah Brooks (13) and Devon Thomas
(10) with three arm balls on a track where
balls stopped and gripped off the surface.

West Indies were all out for 100 runs in-
side 16 overs as one of the most lopsided
T20I bilateral series came to an end even
though India won't be complaining having
ticked most of the boxes.

Once Kuldeep Yadav (4-1-12-3) caught
rival skipper Nicholas Pooran (3) plumbin-
front with a flighted delivery, there was no
way that the West Indies could have made
a comeback on a track which wasn't easy
for batting. It started getting slower with
the passage of time and despite Shimron
Hetmyer's (56 off 35 balls) resistance, it was
never going to be enough as the Caribbean
batting line-up never had the wherewithal
to cope with the quality of Indian spinners.

Ravi Bishnoi (2.4-0-16-4) also got into
the act and snapped his share of wickets as
India's spin troika varied their lengths and
pace with ease to keep the Windies batters
on tenterhooks.

But the day belonged to Iyer, who was
able to release the pressure piling upon him
with ablistering knock as the Indian team,
even without its regular top-order, scored
above par on a slowish track.

Stand-in skipper Hardik Pandya played
a nice little cameo to beef up the score in
the end with 18 runs coming off the penul-
timate over bowled by Jason Holder.

BRIEF SCORES: India 188 for 7 in 20 overs
(Shreyas Iyer 64; Odean Smith 3/33) beat
West Indies 100 all out in 15.4 overs
(Shimron Hetmyer 56; Ravi Bishnoi 4/16,
Axar Patel 3/15, Kuldeep Yadav 3/12) by 88
runs.
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CHESS OLYMPIAD

Cagey before climax

Table crowded at top as
teams brace themselves
for final push

SANDIPG
CHENNAI, AUGUST 7

AS THE evening wore on, a sense of tedium
crawled into the venue. The alleys and aisles
were still crammed, the courtyard was full,
but an eerie emptiness had draped the arena.
Tired shoulders crashed into tired shoulders,
sunken eyes met sunken eyes. The players,
spectators, volunteers — the entire mass of
people who had gathered here — seemed fa-
tigued, bereft of their voice and spirit, wish-
ing that the humid Sunday would end fast.

The ninth round had all the ingredients to
be thrilling, more so after the India B team’s
thrilling victory over the United States on
Saturday. D Gukesh, the inarguable star of the
tournament, could stretch his winning run to
nine games, which would be an Olympiad
record. Should Armenia end up losing or
drawing to Uzbekistan, Gukesh and Co could
parachute to the helm. There was the crowd
favourite R Praggnanandhaa and perhaps a
sight of chess-divine Magnus Carlsen.

But as it unfurled, as it often unfurls to-
wards the end of long tournaments, teams
and players suddenly embraced risk-free,
gamble-reduced approaches, before they go
full-throttle in the last two rounds - the recoil
before the last leap. It's like the [ull just before
a furious endgame, when players turn cir-
cumspect, even a fraction cagey.

When the day began, Armenia topped the
chart with 15 points, trailed by India and
Uzbekistan, both pegged at 14, with a 13-
point pile of the Netherlands, Azerbaijan and
Iran behind. The instant reaction would be to
term this edition as one for the underdogs, a
quicksand for the top rung — top seed USA,
shackled by inhibitions, were languishing in
ninth spot, India A were seventh, and
Carlsen’s Norway not anywhere in the top 10.

When the day ended, the lead had
changed hands. Uzbekistan had leapt to the
top with 16 points, with India Band Armenia
locked on 15. Azerbaijan, the Netherlands,
India A and USA were all tagged at 14 points,
keeping the finish hazy and open. All these
teams could make a final push in what could
be a chaotic last two days. In the women’s
section, four teams share the lead at 15 points
apiece - Poland, India, Kazakhstan and
Georgia. It's like the pile before the last bend
of a 1500 metre race.

The gap was tricky — neither too huge for
the trailing teams to go all out nor for the lead-

SUZUKI
SUBSCRIBE

Gukesh D’s eight-game win streak came to an end on Sunday.

AICF

ers to sit back and relax. So, even the often-
aggressive India B adopted a slightly defen-
sive approach against a nuggety Azerbaijan,
spearheaded by Shakhriyar Mamedyarov.

His father was a boxer and trained him to
be a boxer too. But after he fell in love with
chess, he swapped the gloves for the board
and went onto become the country’s finest
chess player yet. On the board, he is more of
a counterpuncher, weaving and ducking
away from the punches with his impregnable
technique and waiting for the perfect oppor-
tunity to unleash his precise punches. One
would expect Gukesh to trade blows. But he
was unusually watchful, playing a waiting
game, building an impregnable fort around
him.

Mamedyarov too was hesitant to attack,
even when an opportunity presented itself
with a terrifically-placed bishop for a diago-
nal attack. But he hesitated, maybe he was
slightly wary of Gukesh’s pawn on a4.
Towards the endgame, both were left with-
out any clear shot at glory. The match was
more like arm-wrestling, the advantage tilt-
ing this was and that without a clear winner.

So was Nihal Sarin’s game against Rauf
Mamedov, a turgid affair that never turned
dynamic. Raunak Sadhwani’s game against
Nijat Abasov too flowed at a similar tempo
before the former dug deep and frustrated
the Indian into a semi-blunder when he
moved his pawn to b4 on the 45th turn, slit-
ting an opening for Mamedov to launch arel-
atively straightforward attack. A dicey move-
ment of Sadhwani’s rook to a2 left him with
no alternatives to claw back and manage a

draw.

A defeat would have practically ended
their gold medal hopes, but the ever-smiling
Praggnanandhaa spread smiles on the faces of
his teammates and spectators with a tena-
cious win.

Vasif Durarbayil had him staring at a de-
feat by the 56th turn, when he pocketed his
pawn on f6, a move that could have poten-
tially unlocked Praggnanandhaa’s defences
at the end of another attritional game. But
when pushed to a corner, Praggnanandhaa
shed caution, reclaimed his vision and made
a series of audacious moves. He took out a
couple of pawns, destabilising the opponent’s
pawn structure, at the expense of exposing
his backline.

Alittle scared, Durarbayil began to fret
over the health of his king. He blundered by
moving the king to h7, hiding it behind a
pawn, without realising the heavy artillery at
Praggnanandhaa’s disposal. He then serenely
wrapped up the game to procure a vital point
and ensure that his team remained in the
hunt for the gold. The top-three would have
remained as it is but for Uzbekistan, seeded
14th, gunning down Armenia, in an instance
of the Goliaths beaten by the hobbits.

The top boards of heavyweights drew
against each other, and those on the third and
fourth seemed draw-bound but for Javokhir
Sindarov and Jakhongir Vakhidov upsetting
Ter-Sahakyan and Robert Hovhannisyan.
There was late drama and the audience
would believe that there would be some
more drama in store for the last two days as
the tournament curls into the final bend.
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Anand’s new opening; E!

ected

as Vice-President of FIDE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICES
AUGUST?7

FROM BEING one of the finest players in the
world, five-time world champion nonethe-
less, Viswanathan Anand would embark on
his new role as Fide vice-president after
Arkady Dvorkovich was re-elected as pres-
ident for a second term. In the elections
held here, Dvorkovich pipped Andrii
Baryshpolets, a Ukrainian Grandmaster, by
a landslide scoreline of 157-16 votes. A
third candidate, French Bachar Kouatly,
withdrew his candidature after giving his
speech, before voting began.

Moments after the results came out,
Anand tweeted: “For me, chess is a part of
who I am. As a chess player, I have been for-
tunate to see the game transform from a
niche game to a mass sport. 'm now happy
to be part of the Dvorkovich team as we try
to continue to make that positive change.”

Before he began his innings, Anand had de-
tailed to The Indian Express his vision when he
assumed the role. “I would like to expand our
geographical footprint and continue to work
to get more youngsters into the game - that’s
crucial for the long-term growth of the game.
We must continue to promote chess in India
because it’s an important market and impor-
tant country. Lots of people here play the game
but it can expand much more. These are the
areas I'll focus on, but I think Fide is already in
the right direction in this area, which is why
it'll be easy for me to fitin,” he had said.

The switch from chessboard to board
politics means Anand’s playing days are lit-
erally over. The election was one of the rea-
sons he didn’t play in the Olympiad.
“Compared to three or four years back, |
have cut down on my time as an active
chess player. I have long aspired to come
into chess administration and this oppor-
tunity as deputy president will be a huge
learning curve for me,” Anand had said be-
fore the polls.

Inconsistent statements
Whereas his candidature was non-con-

For me, chess is a part of who | am.
As achess player, | have been
fortunate to see the game
transform fromanichegame toa
mass sport. I’'m now happy to be
part of the Dvorkovich team as we
try to continue to make that
positive change”

VISWANATHAN ANAND
NEW FIDE VICE-PRESIDENT
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This is Viswanathan Anand’s maiden
foray into chess administration.  AICF

troversial, that of Dvorkovich was not. As
the war in Ukraine escalated, he continued
to dilly-dally. To American magazine
Mother Jones, he said: “Wars are the worst
things one might face in life... including
this war. My thoughts are with Ukrainian
civilians. Wars do not just kill priceless
lives. Wars kill hopes and aspirations,
freeze or destroy relationships and connec-
tions,” he had said.

Then in an apparent U-turn, after
threats and criticism from pro-Vladimir
Putin officials, Dvorkovich changed his
tune and was quoted in The Times as say-
ing that “the war against Ukraine was a
campaign against fascism.” I, like all post-
war children, was brought up on patriot-
ism... and hatred of Nazism. [ am sincerely
proud of the courage of our soldiers, who at
all times defended their homeland and
freedom,” he was quoted as saying.

However, Dvorkovich reiterated that he
would continue to dispense his duties with
integrity. “Yes, I am Russian, and I have
served the people of my country, including
the Russian chess community as Chairman
of the Board of the Russian Chess
Federation, but have been trying to do my
job professionally and with the highest
possible level of integrity,” he said during
his speech before voting.

The 50-year-old emphasised that he
would continue to support Ukraine’s cause.
“I took a strong position on the tragic
events in Ukraine as well as supported Fide
Council decisions regarding scaling down
Russia’s involvement in Fide. Moreover,
while abandoning Russian partners, we
have been able to find new ones around the
globe, organise this Chess Olympiad [in
India] and ensure financial stability for Fide.
It is far from easy for me personally, but I
hope that chess can re-unite people again,”
he said.
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