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2 CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

Classifieds

PERSONAL

Itis for general information that
1,Shiv Kumar Giri,S/0 Tooki
Ram,R/0.C-193, LIG-Flat, East-
of-Loni,Shahdara,Delhi-
110093,declare that the name
of mine and my wife has been
wrongly-written as Shiv Kumar
Goswami and Poonam
Goswamiin my son’s Nitish
Goswami class-9th record.The
actual-name of mineand my
wife are Shiv Kumar Giri and
Poonam Devi
respectively,which may be
amended accordingly.

0040625970-7

Itis for general information that
1,Pinky Kesi,D/0-Hari
Kumar,R/0.H.No-97-B,3rd-
Floor,Hari-Nagar,Ashram
South-Delhi-110014,declare
that the name of mineand my
father has been wrongly-
written as Pinky and Hari
Kumar Kesiin my class-10th
record.The actual-name of
mine and my father are Pinky
Kesiand Hari Kumar
respectively,which may be
amended accordingly.

0040625970-6

I,hitherto known as Rubina,W/o
Kamal,residing at,B-2547,Jain-
Nagar, Karala,Delhi-
110081,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Ruby Malik.

0040625966-8

I,Sachin Sethi,S/0O Late Rajinder
Kumar Sethi, R/OF-17/79,
SECTOR-8, ROHINI, NEW DELHI-
110085, have changed the
name of my daughter from
Chaitanyato new name
Chaitanyaa Sethi.

0040625971-3

1,SANJEEV KUMAR,S/O GOBIND
DAS R/0-JP-71,MAURYA
ENCLAVE,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SANJEEV KUMAR
MITTAL. 0040625961-7

I,SANDEEP KUMAR JAIN,S/O
NEM CHAND JAIN,R/O-
1021/67,DEVA
RAM,TRINAGAR,DELHI-
110035.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SANDEEP JAIN.

0040625961-6

I,Rupal Kaur Saluja W/o Ishdeep
Singh Makkar R/o-
H.No0.09,Road-No.54, Ground-
Floor,West Punjabi-Bagh,
N.Delhi-110026,have changed
my name to Rupal Makkar.

0040625966-10

I,Pinki W/O-Manoj Kumar,R/O-
RZF-43/14 Gali.No-43,Sadh-
Nagar Palam Colony,New
Delhi-110045.Have change my
Name Pinki to Madhubala,for
all,future purpose.

0040625961-5
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I,Ex No- JC-594005X,Sub Farooq
Ahmed Bhat, R/0O-Laisoo, P/O-
Gudder,Tehsil-D H Pora,
District- Kulgam. In my service
records the name of my
children’s has been wrongly
mentioned as daughter’s as
Assrar Farooq (D o B- 15-05-
2000),Falaq Jaan (D o B-08-02-
2006) instead of Asrar Farooq(D
0 B-15-05-2002),Falaqg Farooq
(22-06-2010) and son as Fazil
Farooq (D o B-08-05-2002)
instead of Fazil Farooq Bhat (D
0 B- 04-02-2006) as in Board of
school Education certificates.
It needs correction. Objections
be filled to Unit 3 JAKLI within
seven days.

00204434341

l,Devender Kumar,S/0 Ram
Narayan Gupta,R/0 B-
136,Rameshwar-Nagar
Galo.No-2,Azad Pur,Delhi-
110033,have changed my name
to Devender Kumar Gupta.
0040625961-3

I,Ekta Mahendru alias EKTA D/o
Vinod Mahendru R/0 A-1/272
FirstFloor, Sector-17, Rohini,
informthat my true and
correct name is Ekta
Mahendru, Ekta and Ekta
Mahendru is same and one
person 0040625906-1

I,Dheerja Malik D/o Anil
Malik,R/0.H.N0.386
Dr.Mukherjee Nagar Delhi-
110009,have changed my name
to Dia Malikk for all purposes.

0040625966-1

I,DHIRENDRA KUMAR SINGH,S/0
UMA SHANKAR SINGH,R/0 E-
606,ASHIANA ORCHID GAMA-
2,GREATER,NOIDA,
GAUTAMBUDH-
NAGAR,U.P.201306,Changed my
name to DHIRENDRA SINGH.
0040625961-1

l,Chandu Lal Kushwaha, R/o-
100/28 Rajapur Village,Delhi-
110085, changed my minor
son’s name from Brij Mohan to
Brijmohan Kushwaha for,all
purposes.

0040625909-1

,Arpit Khare,S/o Rajendra
Kumar Khare,R/0-Sadarpur
Colony,Sector-44,Noida my
Name wrongly mentioned-in
LIC No. 113370806 as Shardil
Khare.But correct Name Arpit
Khare for all future
purpose.Arpit Khare and
Shardil Khare both,are same
person.

0040625971-2

I,Anil Gupta S/o Ganga
Ram,R/0.H.No-525 Pocket-3
Janta-Quarters,Paschim
Puri,Delhi-63,have changed my
name to Anil Kumar,for
all,purposes.

0040625961-9

l,Anika Arora,W/o Sahil Bajaj,R/0
C-19, Vishal Enclave,New Delhi-
110027,have changed my name
to Anika Arora Bajaj for all
purposes.

0040625966-4

1,N0.4077838F LNK Naveen
Prakash Singh,S/o
Sh.Umeshwar
Singh,R/0.Village-
Ganeshpur,Post-Office
Karbari(Simla-By-
Pass)Distt.Dehradun,Uttrakha
nd-248007,l,have changed my
son’s name,from SIDHARTH
SINGH to SIDHARTH SINGH
RAWAT,in future,for all
purpose. 0040625970-8

1,N0-9102541H,Ex-TS NK Jhangir
Ahmed Lone.Inmy service
records the name and D o B of
my son has been wrongly
mentioned as Anas Jahangir (D
0B-12-07-2005) instead of Anis
Jahangir (D 0 B- 12-07-2006) as
inschool records. It needs
correction.Objections be filled
tounit 15 JAKLI within seven
days. 0020443353-1

I,Neeraj D/o-Nafe Singh,W/o
Mr.Yogesh Dabas,R/0 G-
128,New Palam-Vihar Phase-
1,Carterpuri, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122017,have changed
my name to Neeraj Devi.

0040625970-4

I,Naveen Gupta,S/o-Satish
Chander,R/0.Flat.No.12,Block.N
0.17,Raj-Niwas Marg,Rajpura-
Road,Civil-Lines,North-
Delhi,Delhi-110054,have
changed the name of my
minor-daughter Akshara aged-
13-years and she shall

0040625970-5

I,Mohd Naseem Chaudhary,S/o
Sabeer Chaudhary,R/0-A-
124,33-Foota Road Kabir-Nagar
Delhi-110094,have changed my
name to Naseem Ahmad.

0040625979-1

LMAYA DHOLPURIA,W/O LALIT
KUMAR,residing at,H.NO-
7073/8,THIRD FLOOR,MATA
RAMESHWARI,NEHRU
NAGAR,KAROL-BAGH,DELHI-
110005,have changed my name
to MAYA DEVI,for all,future
purpose.

0040625961-2

I,Krishna W/0O.Neeraj Soni
R/O.WZ-272A, f.f, street.no.8,
Hari-Nagar New Delhi-
110058,have changed my name
to Krishna Soni,for all
purposes.

0040625966-5

I,Jaskirat Singh S/o Rajinder
Singh R/0 A-2/14, Rajouri-
Garden, N.Delhi-110027,have
changed my name to Jaskirat
Singh Majithia.

0040625966-9

I,JAGDISH S/O PYARE LAL R/O D-
39,HARIJAN
BASTI,MASOODPUR, VASANT
KUNJ,DELHI 110070,HAVE
CHANGED MY MINOR SON’S
NAME FROM AMAN TO AMAN
JAAJORIYA.

0040625971-1

I, Naryana Singh S/o Ratan
Singh R/0 WZ-809, Naraina
Village, Delhi-110028 have
changed my name to Narain
Singh.

0040625966-3

1,Angeliki Matharu W/o-Dilraj
Singh R/0-FB-102, Mansarovar
Garden,New Delhi-110015,have
changed my name to Angeliki
Singh.

0040625970-1

l,Akshaya Krishna Murthi,D/o
Krishna Murthy
Jankiraman,R/0.B-
3/4,Hanuman Mandir-
Marg,Raghu Nagar,Palam
Village,New Delhi-110045,have
changed my name to Akshaya.

0040625966-7

,ASHA W/O GURMEET
SINGH,R/0
FLATNO.102,PLOTNO.C-
109/1,BLOCK-
C,GALINO.23,RAMA
VIHAR,MOHAMMAD PUR
MAJRI,DELHI-110081.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
HARPREET KAUR.

0040625979-2

l, Uday Raj Patel S/o Gopi Nath
R/0 Patel Nagar, Bamela,
Handia, Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh-221503, have changed
my minor son’s name from
Subedar Patel aged 16 years to
Shivesh Singh Patel forever

0070798219-1

1, TASLEEM W/0 KHAIRUDDIN
R/0 573, FF, KUMHARAN,GANJ
MIR KHAN,BEHIND DELITE
CINEMA,DELHI-110006, HAVE
CHANGE MY NAME TO
TASLIMA.

0040625971-5

I, Sumit Bhardwaj,S/o Ravindra
Mohan Bhardwaj,R/0 V-29,
U.G.F.Rajouri Garden, New
Delhi-110027,have changed my
name to Suumit Bhardwaj, for
all purposes.

0040625966-2

I, Suchi Aggarwal, D/O Rakesh
Singhal, R/0 15061, ATS, Ahinsa
khand, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad -201014 have
changed my name to Suchi
Singhal

0070798204-1

l, Simranjeet Kaur W/o-Iminder
Singh,R/0:D-157A,Fateh Nagar,
Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-18
HaveChanged My Name to
Simranjeet Kaur Bajwa after-
Marriage.

0040625966-6

l, Shivam Mahendru Shivam,
S/o Vinod Mahendru R/0 A-
1/272First Floor, Sector-17,
Rohini, inform that my true and
correct name is Shivam
Mahendru, shivam and Shivam
Mahendruis same and one
person

0040625906-2

I, Seema Srivastava D/o Sri
Avadh Bihari Johari, R/0-E-1005
Luxuria Estate, Aditya World
City Bamheta, NH-24,
Ghaziabad-201002, have
changed my name from Seema
Shrivastava to Seema
Srivastava for all future
purposes.

0070798255-1

I, SURENDER KUMAR, S/o
MAHENDER SINGH, R/O- H.No-
45, Gali No-1, Old Faridabad,
Haryana-121002 have changed
my name to SURENDER
GOSWAMI for all purposes.

0070798168-1

l,Rajeev Kumar Vermas/o HS
VermaR/0O1-119A | Block Gali
No.7 Garhwalli Mohalla Laxmi
Nagar East Delhi have changed
my name to Rajeev Verma.

00707981671

I, Pinky Bhandari W/o Pawan
Kumar Bhandari R/0-A-19,
Sector-49, Noida, Gautam Budh
Nagar (U.P.) have changed my
name Pinky Bhandari to Kamini
Bhandari for all future purpose.
Pinky Bhandariand Kamini
Bhandariare same person.

0070798256-1

I,Nisha, R/0 S1/856, Shalimar
Garden Extn.1, Near Police
Chowki, Sahiabab, Ghaziabad-
201005 have changed my name
to Nisha Somkuwar.

0070798230-1

I, Meenal D/o Rajesh Kumar,R/0
810-B Pocket-2,Paschim
Puri,Delhi-63,have changed my
name to Meenal Sardana,for all
purposes.

0040625961-10

I, Kamni Mahendru alias
Kamani Devi Mahendru w/o
Vinod Mahendru R/0 A-1/272
First Floor, Sector-17, Rohini,
inform that my true and
correct name is Kamni
Mahendru. Kamani Devi
Mahendru and Kamani
Mahendru is same and one
person

0040625906-3

I, Beena Rani Tyagi D/O Late Sh.
Mahaveer Prasad Tyagi, 2/24,
R/0 Chiranjeev Vihar,
Ghaziabad, U.P.,201002 have
changed to Beena Tyagi

0070798263-1

I, Avinash Mishra S/0 Shri Girish
Babu Mishra R/O Flat No-5,
BalajiHomes-2,Chandra
Vatika, Near CanaraBank,
Noida Sector-45, Gautam Budh
Nagar, UP-201301, have
changed my name from Avnish
Mishrato Avinash Mishra

0040625946-1

I, Anmol Kumar Grover, S/o
Puneet Grover, R/0 E-23, Sector
41,Noida- 201303, have
changed my name to Anmol
Grover. 0070798205-2

| BRAHMIN |

Sharmagirl 5’4”,21/11/1992,
5:20 am Ropar. M.tech, Jobin
Mohali, 11 lac package,

9417449202

0050200892-2
| GENERAL |
SEEKING PGM For BE/ MBA

working Maharashtrian,
Mumbai based 38 years, 5’-2".
short marriage issuless
divorcee.9821133017.

0070795614-1

| MALYALEE KERALITE |

Ezhava parents retd Judge and
retd bank AGM invites proposal
for their daughter (34/157)
never married, MSc
International Relations. Family
is well - settled in Bangalore.
7259709520.

0050201231-1

| MUSLIM |

Suitable Match for Govt.
Nurshing Officer, Sunni Muslim
Girl,52”, Looking well setteled
educated tall Boy, Delhi/NCR,
Medical/ Engineer field
Preferred. Contact:
8368681191/ 8076103652

0040619446-7

| MARRIAGE BUREAU |

KRUSHNADEV Matrimonial- As
peryour expectation with
Brides/ Grooms of all Hindu
caste/ Divorcees/ Widows.
Register:-
www.shaadimera.com/
9004139985, 9004739985.

0070795180-2

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that my client-
Sh. Mange Lal S/o Late Sh. Girivar aged about

66 years, R/o H.No. 73, Khasara No. 224, Near
peer Baba Mazar, village, Araakpur, Bagh Mochi,
Moti Bagh, Delhi-110021, have disowned and
disinherited his son Mr. Radhey Shyam and his
wife smt, Kamlesh and their (i.e., Mr. Radhey
Sham and his wife Smt. Kamlesh) elder son
Pawam Tanwar and his wife Sonia Tanwar
including their children and Younger son Ravi
Tanwar in all manners being disloyal and
disobedient towards him. They shall have no
Tight, claim, interest or concern over all moveable
and immoveable properties of my client in any
manner whatsoever. My client shall not be held
responsible for their acts or deeds in any manner
whatsoever.
Sd/-
PUJYA KUMAR SINGH
ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 225, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

I Priyanka Mukherjee W/o Sh.
Abhishek Mukherjee R/0 877/6,
First Floor, Ward No.6,
Mehrauli, South Delhi-110030
have changed the name of my
minor son from Aishik
Abhishek Mukherjee to Advait
Aayan for all purposes.

0040625900-1

I,Manju W/0-Devender Kumar
Gupta,R/0 B-136,Rameshwar-
Nagar Galo No-2,Azad
Pur,Delhi-110033,have changed
my name to Manju Gupta.

0040625961-4

1, MONIKA JAIN,W/O SANDEEP
JAIN,R/0 1021/67,DEVA
RAM,TRINAGAR,DELHI-
110035.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MONICA JAIN.

0040625961-8

I,Fawzia Khan,D/0,Jahangir
Igbal Yar Khan,R/0.T-183/5
Emerald-Compound, 40.Feet-
Road,New Palam-Vihar Phase
2,Sector-109, Choma(62),
Gurgaon, Haryana 122017,have
changed my nameto Fawzia
Jahangir Khan. 0040625970-3

I,Ankita Sharma,D/o-Pradeep
Kumar Sharma,W/o-Amit
Gulati,R/0.Ho.No.871,Upper.Gr
ound-Floor,Nr-Park Plaza-
Hotel,Sector-21C,
Faridabad,Haryana-
121001,have changed my name
to Ankita Gulati.

0040625970-2

I,Shahanawas Mazumdar S/O
Sahab Uddin Mazumdar born
on (15/12/1986) residing at Flat
N0 2015, 0m Tower Mahagun
Mantra 1,Greater Noida
203207), have changed my
name to Shahanawaz
Mazumdar vide affidavit dated
(05/08/2022) at Greater Noida.

0050201827-1

Manglik Sharma girl, 14 Aug
1992, 1:20 pm, 5’, M.Tech,
Search Engine Optimization
Executive. Preferred
vegetarian, Tricity. 99153-
43025.

0020443354-1

| GENERAL |

Tall fair girl for Sikh Saini
cleanshaven teetotaller 90born
MD and DNB Radiologist working
as SR in Delhi corporate Hospital
No bars Whatsup only
9855288386

0050201324-1

My Client Kamlesh W/o Late Sh.
Yugal Kishore R/o T-510/C-28A,
near Gopal Dairy, Mandir Marg
Baljeet Nagar, Patel Nagar, S.0.
Central Delhi, Delhi-110008 has
severed all relations and disowned
her son Dheeraj Chauhan from all
her properties, both movable and

immovable due to disobedience.
My client shall not be responsible
for their any criminal activity and
theirany otheracts.

S.K. GUPTA (ADVOCATE)

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client's Mr. Shyam Khanna
& his wife Mrs. Ruby Khanna
R/o G-64, 3“ Floor, Lajpat
Nagar-Il Living in Lajpat Nagar,
South East Delhi-110024. My
Client's have DISOWNED their
Son Mr. Sidhartha Khanna from|
all their moveable as well as
immoveable Properties such as
(D-45 Lajpat Nagar, Ground
Floor and Plot No.-49, Phase-
15, Green Beauty Farm and|
Property Bearing No. G-64,
3" Floor, Lajpat Nagar-ll and
E-155, 1% Floor, Lajpat Nagar-I,
due to his disobedience and|
disrespectful behaviour towards|
his family. My client shall not be
responsible for any of his
actions in the future. Whereas,
My Client’s son will only have|
a partial possession (50%) in|
his favour because the half
portion is registered on his|
name for the property bearing

No. G-64, 1% Floor, Lajpat
Nagar-Il.

SD/-

Raghvendra P. Singh/

Bhavya Nayyar (Advocate)
ConceptLegal International
E-155, Kamla Nagar

New Delhi-110007

PUBLIC NOTICE

Re: Industrial Plot Bearing No. 58, area
measuring 93.21 sq.mtrs., Situated in
Block-E, Sector-IX, Noida, Distt. Gautam
Budh Nagar (UP); hereinafter referred
to as "said property".

NOTICE is hereby given to general public|

that our client, M/s Best Steel Fabrication
through its proprietor, Mr Lokesh Pathak,
S/o Shri Shailendra Kumar Pathak, R/of
L-248, NAR VIHAR 2, Near Church, Sectorf
34, Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar-201301
has informed us that he is the owner of|
aforesaid property vide Transfer Deed Cum|
Sale Deed dated 16.11.2010 executed
by M/s. M.M. Brothers through its prop.
Mohd. Mohsin in favour of M/s. Best Steel
Fabrication through its prop. Mr. Lokesh
Pathak in respect of the said property. The
said Deed is duly registered with the|
concerned Sub-Registrar of Assurances|
as Document No. 4489 in Book No. |,
Volume No.2125, pages 1-32, registered|
on 16.11.2010. (SRO-NOIDA-III). In this|
connection, our client has further informed|
us that the folowing original documents
issued by NOIDA in favour of M/s M.M.
Brothersin respect of the said property and|
forming part of chain documents viz., (1),
Allotment letter dated 28/01/1978 (2),
Possession Certificate; and (3) Lease]
Deed registered as Document No.223
dated 12.01.1990 (hereinafter called the|
"said documents") have been lost/
misplaced and are not traceable. An FIR
to this effect has also been lodged with
Uttar Pradesh Police vide LAR No.
20220000418311 dated 04/08/2022.

If the aforesaid original documents (the|
said documents) or any one of them|
isfare found or has/have been found by
any person, the same may be returned|
and delivered to the undersigned at the|
address mentioned herein below.
Further, if any person, body, institution is}
having any claim and/or objection in
respect of the said property or any part
thereof, he/they may raise his/ their
objection/s, in writing, with documentary|
evidence, by Registered AD Post, to the
undersigned at the address mentioned
herein below within 07 days of]
publication of this notice. Otherwise,
after expiry of 07 days from the date of]
publication of this notice, no objection
shall be acceptable.

General Public may also take note that|
any deal or transaction done by
anybody on the basis of the said|
documents or any of the aforesaid|
documents shall be illegal and not|
binding on our clients. The person doing
so shall be liable to be prosecuted under]
the law.

Amit Kumar Khurana, Advocate,
For M/s Intellective Law Offices,
A-74, Lower Ground Floor,

Defence Colony, New Delhi-110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY
GLIENT NAMELY SMT. SUDHA W/O SH. VK.
PATHAK AND SH. V. K. PATHAK S/O LATE SH
S.L. PATHAK R/O H. NO. 46A, STREET NO. 18, A-
BLOCK, PHASE-l, SHYAM VIHAR, NAJAFGARH,
NEW DELHI-110043, HAS DISOWNED AND
BREAK OFF ALL HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS
SON NAMELY SH. PRASHANT SAURABH AND
HIS WIFE SMT. POOJA, R/O DELHI & BIHAR,
INDIA, RESPECTIVELY, AS THE ABOVE NAMED
SON AND DAUGHTER IN LAW HAVE DEVELOPED
DISOBEDIENT ATTITUDE AND NOT TAKING
GARE OF MY CLIENT. MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF THEIR ACT, DEED,
WHOSOEVER DEALS WITH THEM SHALL DEAL
AT HIS/HER OWN RISK AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

Sd-

(ANURAG SRIVASTAVA)
ADVOCATE

ENROLL. NO. D/3617/2020
OFFICE AT: CHAMBER NO. 518,
LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK,
DISTRICT COURT COMPLEX,
DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client SURENDER
SETHI SON OF LATE SH. GIRDHARI LAL
RESIDENT OF AC-IV/56-A, GROUND FLOOR,

SHALIMAR BAGH, DELH1-110088 purchaser of
DDA LIG FLAT NO. 56-A ON GROUND FLOOR
SITUATED IN  BLOCK: POCKET-C-IV
SITUAED AT SHALIMAR BAGH DELHI-110088
applied for conversion of the aforesaid flat from
lease hold to free hold in DDA. Original
document i.e. Demand Cum Allotment Letter
has been lost. An FIR vide LR No. 666442/2022
dated 05-08-2022 has lodged in P.S. Crime
Branch Delhi for loss of documents. Any person(s)
claiming any right, interest, having any objection or
found in possession of original documents, may
write/contact with above named person at above
address/phone No. 9873552562 within 15 days
from the date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest, objections with
respect to this property can personally inform or
write to Dy. Director (LAB Housing LIG), D Block,
3rd Floor, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.
S

-
NAVEEN KHURANA (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/3290/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby informed
that on behalf of my client Mr. Vishal
Bhatia regarding the property bearing
plot No. 187, DLF Garden City,
Nandigama (Plotted Township located
in Shamshabad Extn.) Nandigama
Village and Mandal Rangareddy
District, Telangana which was solely
owned by Late Sh. Rishi Bhatia (Date
of death 30-03-2021). It is hereby
informed that the above mentioned
property is now being inherited by its
legal heirs Mr. Vishal Bhatia (Son).
Any person having any claim or
interest in the said property may file
his/her claim to the undersigned within
15 days on Mob.: 7999999908 or at
Email: v.bhatia1507 @gmail.com or
Vishal Bhatia, M-1/26, DLF Phase-Il,
Gurugram (Haryana) from the date
of publication of this Notice after which
no claim would be entertained.  §¢J/-

PRAVEEN RASTOGI

Date: (Advocate)
07.08.2022 ENRL No.D-244/06
PUBLIC NOTICE

I, the undersigned on behalf of my client
SH. Satpal singh s/o Late Djurga Parsad
& Smt. Indrawatri Delhi W/o Sh. Satpal
Singh both the Resident of House no. E-
54A, Kondli Harijan Basti Ambedkar Park
East Kondli Delhi-96 disown my son
Namely Sh. Arun and his wife Smt.
Dimple from all my movable & immovable
property due to their misconduct/family
activities and cruelty committed upon me
and my wife now my client shall not been
responsible for the any Acts, Deeds &
Things if any done by their son namely
Sh. Arun and his wife Smt. Dimple. And
hereby my client disowned/debar to Sh.
Arun and his wife Smt. Dimple from all
their movable & immovable property for
the immediate effect

Sd/-

Sanjeev kumar

En. No. D/1797/2008 (Advocate)
Off:- B-3, 1st Floor,

Jangpura Extension,

New Delhi-110014

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Shri
Kshem Rustgi H/o R.P Kapoor R/o
Flat No. 92-B, Pocket -C, Sidhartha
Extension, New Delhi-110014 had lost
the property documents i.e.GPA and
Sale agreement between Anand Kaur
and Smt. Kshem Rustgi arc lost from
her house and my client tried a lot to
search the documents but failed to
find it. Through this public notice, |
hereby inform to public at large not to
misuse and inform to the undersigned
and if any one tried to misuse the
same then he/she will be solely
responsible for the same and my client
reserves her right to take legal
recourse against them.
Sd/-
(AMIT MISHRA)
Advocate
Chamber No. 186-A,
Patiala House Courts
New Delhi-110001.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas my clients Sh. Surender Gupta
R/o H.No.B-258, Dalbir Vihar, Kirari,
Suleman Nagar, Delhi-110086, have
disowned/ debarred/disinherit of his married
daughter namely Sushma, her husband
Sagar S/o Ram Vinod Shah, mother’s name
Late Smt. Asha Rani R/o G-1720, Jahangir

Puri, Dhobighat, Delhi-110033 and her
friend namely Akash S/o Suraj, mother's
name Sapna his known address Karan
Vihar, Kirari Suleman Nagar, Delhi-110086
from his all the social relation including
disowned from any rights or title in the
movable/immovable properties. The above
said daughter, her husband and her friends
shall have no claims/rights in any way
whatsoever in my clients’ properties.
Henceforth, my clients sever and relinquish
all their relations from the above said
daughter, her husband and her friends. My
clients shall not be held responsible for any
transactions, acts deeds and things in any
manner with them (as above mentioned), if
anyone deal with them will be completely
responsible at its own risk for the same.

Sd/-

(RAHUL DEV TYAGI)
dvocate

276, Old Chamber Complex,
Patiala House Courts,

New, Delhi 110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

ON BEHALF OF M/S MAXHEIGHTS
TOWNSHIP & PROJECTS PVT. LTD having
its registered office at Unit No. 408, 4th Floor,
RG Trade Tower, Netaji Subhash Place, New
Delhi-110034, the general public is hereby
informed that on the basis of i
Jdocuments submitted by Smt. Harvinder Kaur|
W/o late Sh. Narinder Singh Bhalla R/o Flat
No. F-054, 5th Floor, Maxheights Metro View
Apartments, Sector-35, Sonipat, Haryana, the
developer M/s Maxheights Township &
Projects Pvt. Ltd is substituting, in place of late

Sh. Narinder Singh Bhalla, the names of
following Class-1 legal heirs of late Sh.
Narinder Singh Bhalla, qua allotment of Flat
No. F-054, 5th Floor, Maxheights Metro View
Apartments, Sector-35, Sonipat, Haryana:-
1. Harvinder Kaur (Wife)
2. Jaskaran Singh (Son)
If any person has any objection / claim on the
said property or against the said substitution,
they may file his/her claim/objection within 10
days to the Company, and thereafter no
objection / claim will be entertained in this
regard.
Sd/-
KSHITIJ SHARDA
ADVOCATE
D/1516/2008
109, M.M. House 59,
Rani Jhansi Road
New Delhi-110055

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Mr. Birendra Bhandari,
Rajeshwari Bhandari and
Prashant Bhandari resident of
705, Mahagun Villa, Vaishali,
Ghaziabed hereby disowns my
daughter Palak Bhandari
because of internal family conflict.
we forbid her from all legal
relationship anyone interacting
with her does so at their own risk.

S.K. Gupta

Advocate

Chamber No. D-209,
Karkardooma Courts,
Delhi-110032

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Sh. Raj Bahdur & his
'wife Smt. Chandrawati, both R/o
H. No. E - 49/C -238, Street No.1,
Janta Majdoor Colony,
Seelampur, N.E. Delhi - 110053
has served all their relations with
their son & daughter-in-law
namely Rajesh Kumar & Pooja
and also debar them from their all
moveable/immovable properties
due to their misconduct. My client
shall not be responsible for their
acts.
Piyush Sharma (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-703, Karkardooma

Courts, Delhi-110032.

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. BHARAT
PARASHAR, LD. DISTRICT JUDGE
(COMMERCIAL COURT) -01 Central

ROOM NO 308,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELH|

PR OCLAMATION REQU\RING

ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5. Rules 20 of the Code of Civil

Procedures )
SUIT NO- CS(COMM)-1403/2021

PRADESH-201301

WHEREAS you are intentionally evading

service of summon it is hereby notified that |
ou shall not defend the case on the
1.08.2022 the day fixed for the final

dlsposal it will be heard and determined ex-

pai
Gwen under my hand and the seal of the
court, this 29.03.2022

District Judge (Commercial Court-01)

TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

Tender Notice No. DY-CE-C-II-JHS-2022-03

dated 05.08.2022

TENDER NOTICE

Deputy Chief Engineer (Construction-Il), North Central Railway, Jhansi for
and behalf of the president of India invited E-Tender up to 15:00 hrs. on the
closing date 29.08.2022. The detail of the tender are as under :-

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

website http://www.ireps.gov.in.

. ......Plaint - . Earn
ICICI BANK&/‘I}I% laintiff Sr.| Tender Description of work Approx arnest
DEVENDRAKESHARI ......Defendant No.| No. Cost Money
0,
DEVENDRA KESHARI S/0 RAMJI "
KESHAR! 694/1 SAMAYPUR RAJEEV oy.ce.c. | [FECT Survey for Khargapur, Rs Rs
COLONY NEAR AXIS BANK ATM “~v="v7| to sagar via Bada Malhera . -
BALLABH GARH FARIDABAD-121004 01| 11-JHS- ) 41,79,924.30 |83,600.00
ALSO AT: _ DEVENDRA KESHARI S/O (153 Km) & Lalitpur to Ashok
RAMJI KESHARI ALERT FACILITY 2022-03 . ) .
MANAGEMENT INDIA PVT LTD B4, 1ST Nagar via Chanderi (102 Km)".
FL ECTOR-60 NOIDA NEAR
MAHINDRA SHOWROOM UTTAR

Completion Period: 05 (Five) Months including harvest & monsoon period.
Validity: 60 Days, Closing date / time: 29.08.2022 at 15:00 hrs. Note:- For
complete detail and submission of tender please visit Indian Railway's

1021/22 (D)
[£] North central railways @ www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in Q @northcentralrailway [W] @ CPRONCR

IN THE COURT OF SH. BHARAT
PARASHAR, LD. DISTRICT JUDGE
(COMMER(}%IAB(’\ZAO'\LIJRT)—MCENTRAL

(o]
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI
PROCLAMATION REQU\RING
El DEFENDAN

(Order 5. Rules 20 of the)Code of CMI
SUIT NO- CS(COMM) 1420/2021
Plaintiff

ICICI BANK LTD
VIS JATIN KALRA .. Defendant
JATIN KALRA S/0 SATISH KALRA SHREE
ALA JEE AUTO GALLERY A-205,

U
RAGHUBIR NAGAR COLONY DELHI-

110027

LSO AT JATIN KALRA S/O SATISH
RA PLOT NO.176, FLAT NO.

SHALIMAR GARDEN

SAHIBABAD, GHAZIABAD-201

ALSO AT : JATIN KAl

;)

KA
SHALIMAR G N
SAHIBABAD, GHAZIABAD-201005
WHEREAS you are intentionally_evadin
service of sumimon it is hereby notified that i
ou_ shall not defend the ‘case on the
8.2022 the day fixed for the final
dlsposal it will be heard and determined ex-

Gwen under my hand and the seal of the
court, this 29.03.202;

District Judge (Commercial Court-01)
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

o TRTRT T DI, FHATG-461005 (7.5.) o
(ﬂmuﬁ!ﬂ%{mmmﬁﬁmﬁmhﬁé@iﬁﬁlﬁ)
TR TEHR S YU e

Trfieet Sioft - 1 widiees v o, ww. 3. 9001 : 2015, 14001:2015, 45001:2018,
50001:2018 T& g 17025:2017 wefora

SECURITY PAPER MILL, NARMADAPURAM-461005 (M.P)

(A Unit of Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Limited)
Wholly Owned by Government of India
Miniratna Category-l CPSE & ISO 9001 : 2015, 14001:2015, 45001:2018, 50001:2018
& IEC 17025:2017 Certified
CIN : U22213DL2006GOI144763, GSTIN : 23AAJCS6111J3ZE

anﬁ?ﬂa

Tel. No.: 07574-255259, Fax No.: 07574-255170,
Email : gm.spm@spmcil.com, Website : http://spmnarmadapuram.spmcil.com

Advt. No.125

Dated: 07.08.2022
TENDER INVITING NOTICE

The Chief General Manager, Security Paper Mill, Narmadapuram
(M.P.) Pin 461005 invites sealed tenders for supply of following
material/work. Interested Manufactures/Suppliers may visit our
website http://spmnarmadapuram.spmcil.com or http://
www.mstcecommerce.com.eproc or http://eprocure.gov.in for
detailed tender specifications/ terms and conditions of tender

enquiry.
| MPORTAN | Tender No. | Description / Work of | Quantity | Last Date
Whil is tak . Item Time for
ilst care is taken prior to receipt of
acceptance of advertising
L . . tenders

copy, itis not possible to verify

its contents. The Indian 6000017622 | Providing & Laying As per 06.09.2022

Express (P) Limited cannot be Civil /Pipe of Fresh Water Supply | E-Tender | Upto 15:00

held responsible for such Line Line in place of enquiry | Hrs.

contents, nor for any loss or Damaged Line in Colony

damage incurred as a result of Area

transactions with companies, E-Tender Procurement of |Asper |06.09.2022

associations or individuals 6000017639 | Spare Refiner Tackles | E-Tender | Upto 15:00

advertising in its newspapers enquiry | Hrs.

or Publications. We therefore — .

recommend that readers 6990017630 Prowdlng.& Layln.g of As per. 09.09.2022

make necessary inquiries Civil/ 150mm dia MS Pipe E-Tender | Upto 15:00

before sending any monies or Canteen Line from NPP to enquiry | Hrs.

entering into any agreements Canteen

with advertisers or otherwise Any updates, Corrigendum, etc against the above tenders shall be

acting on an advertisement in published on said website only. Those shall not be published in any

any manner whatsoever. other newspaper or media. Manager (Material)
For- Chief General Manager

Online Tender Notice No:14 of 2022-23
Sports Authority of Gujarat
Block No.14/3" Floor, Dr.Jivraj Mehta Bhavan,
Gandhinagar

Secretary, Sports Authority of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, Block no. 14, 3rd floor, Dr. Jivraj
Mehta Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar invite 'Engagement of an Event Management
Agency for Event Days Operations and Overlays for 36" National Games, Gujarat 2022'
for Rs.1.35 Crore.
¢ The tender may be download on the website https://sycad.nprocure.com.
¢ The Last date of On-line Submission of tender dt.16/08/2022; 11:00 hrs.
e For any further information contact to PIU Branch in the office of Secretary, Sports

Authority of Gujarat, Block no. 14, 3" floor, Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Gandhinagar in

office hour. Contact no.079-23254409, 9978406811. INF/1094/22-23

W

No.: JDA/EE&TA to Dir.Engg.-11/2022/D-85

NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No.: EE & TA to Dir. Engg.-11/19/2022-23
Bids are invited for works given below in various zones as per details given below :-

ir73 JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Indira Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur-302004
Date : 05.08.2022

s Cost of
N. Zone UBN No. Work A&F Nature of Work Last Date
o.
(Lacs)
227/ Widening of Bridge on
1. | EE-1 | JDA2223WSOB00273 270.00 2020-21 Prithviraj Marg 29.08.2022

www.jda.urban.rajasthan.gov.in
Raj. Samwad/C/2022-23/6065

Details are available at Procurement Portal website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and

Executive Engineer & TA to Dir. Engg.-Il

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Jal Shakti Vibhag

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Online bids on item rate basis are invited by the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Anni, Himachal
Pradesh on the behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering system in two covers for the
under mentioned work from contractors/firms of an appropriate class enlisted with Jal Shakti Vibhag.

at different RDs, Laying, jointing of HDPE pipes of various dia (110mm
OD, 90mm, 75 mm PN-4 (PE-63) in distribution main, distribution chan-
nel 5550 m, C/O outlet chambers, C/O head weir, C/O retaining wall 40
m, 2.44 m height C/O Hydrant post as per approved drawings).

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated Earnest | Time | Cost of

No Cost Money Limit tender

1 | C/O Command Area Development work in FIS Koil Kuhl in GP Gadej in |1,93,11,926/-| 2,25,619/- 12 | Rs.1500/-
Nirmand Block Distt. Kullu (H.P) SH:- C/O RCC main channel (1000 mts) Months

3035/HP

1 Last Date of filling/ uploading the tender through e-tendering:-20.08.2022 up to 05:00 P.M.

The tender forms and other detailed conditions can be downloaded from the website www. hptenders.gov.in
or from office of above Executive Engineer, up to date specified above.

HIM SUCHNA AVM JAN SAMPARK

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti Divn. Outer Seraj,
Anni, Distt. Kullu (H.P).

LOST & FOUND

LOST & FOUND
|, Pramod Kumar Sharma R/o 143
Harsh Vihar , Pitampura Delhi
110034 want to inform that my
original Perpetual Sub Lease
Deed which was in the name of
my Late Father Shri M P Sharma
have been lost. The Complaint
have been lodged In respect of
Article / Document Lost in Delhi.
SO No: 430 / 2014 Delhi Police
P.S: Crime Branch, Delhi LR
No0:667529/2022 If Found
please contact at

7011790914.

Kind Attention:

and other Telecom

CANTONMENT BOARD, AGRA

114, Fatehpur Sikri Road, Near Sadar Bazar, Agra Cantt
Expression of Interest (online)

Interested Access Service Licensees and IP-1 Companies, EOI for
Static Mobile Towers and CoW Towers.

Pursuant to Govt. of India/Ministry of Defence, revised policy on Shared Communication Tower
Infrastructure to extend communication network in Cantonments,
expression of interest ( EOI ) is invited by the Cantt. Board Agra, from eligible and interested
Access Service Licensees and IP-1 Companies, for the proposed grant of temporary license
for installation of static mobile towers and placing Cell Towers on Wheels ( CoW ), on various
defence land pockets, in the Agra Cantonment, as well as in the Excised area like Baluganj,
Namnair, Daresi and Pratappura etc. by 1600 Hrs on 22.08.2022. The EOI submitted by the
eligible applicants only, will be considered by the competent authority, as such, the interested
applicants should submit documents/credentials related to validity of their licenses,
online. The EOI should be submitted through electronic medium Manual applications
/EOI will not be accepted. The interested applicants may look up the website
https://defproc.gov.in/nicgep/app. The interested applicants are required to suggest the
locations with referential coordinates, of the proposed installation of static mobile towers and
placing of Cell Tower on Wheels The interested applicants may contact the office during
working hours, in case of query/further information in this regard.

PH. 0562-2227379 & 2227275, Email: ceoagra@yahoo.com

Critical dates are as under;

1 Date of Publication 06.08.2022 -

2 EQI submission start date 08.08.2022 1600 hours.
3 EQI submission end date 22.08.2022 1600 hours.
4 EOI opening date 23.08.2022 1600 hours.

No. T/13/EOI-(Il)/CoW-Static/2022-23/CE/2022

Chief Executive Officer, Agra
(Vineet Kumar, I.D.E.S.)

New Delhi
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Areluctant V-Pwho will
be remembered fondly
by all,including Opp

JAIPUR,

KOLKATA,

DHANKHARGETS 528 VOTES,
expected 510; Alva 182, expected 200

Vice-President Dhankhar

PM Modi congratulates 14th V-P for
receiving support across party lines

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 6

NDA CANDIDATE Jagdeep
Dhankhar was elected India’s
14th Vice-President on Saturday,
defeating Opposition candidate
Margaret Alva by a huge margin
inan election which was marked
by absenteeism and invalid votes.

The former West Bengal
Governor got 528 of the 725
votes polled, with Alva — a for-
mer five-term Congress MP,
Union minister and governor —
getting 182, alower tally than ex-
pected. On paper, the Opposition
had close to 200 votes.

The electoral college for the

vice-president comprises mem-
bers of the two Houses of
Parliament. Together, the Houses
have a sanctioned strength of
788 MPs, of which there are eight
vacancies in the Upper House.
Among the 780-member elec-
torate Saturday, 725 votes were
polled (92.94% turnout), of which
15 votes were found to be invalid,
Lok Sabha Secretary General
Uptal Kumar Singh, the return-
ing officer for the election, said.
Dhankhar's victory was a fore-
gone conclusion, with the BJP
alone having 394 votes and the
total adding up to 510 votes,
countingits allies and supporting
parties like the BJD and YSRCP.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

NAGPUR, PUNE,

VADODARA

2MPsEACHOFCONGANDSP,
7 Shiv Sena MPs and 1 AAP MP absent

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP chief ] P Nadda with
Jagdeep Dhankhar in New Delhi on Saturday. P11

Delhi excise policy row:
L-G suspends 11 officers
over ‘serious lapses’

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

INTENSIFYING THE face-off be-
tween Raj Niwas and the Delhi
government over the Delhi Excise
Policy 2021-22, Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena Saturday approved
the suspension and initiation of
disciplinary proceedings for “se-
rious lapses” against 11 officers of

the Excise department including
the then Excise Commissioner
Arava Gopi Krishna and Deputy
Commissioner Anand Tiwari.
An IAS officer, Krishna was
Excise Commissioner when the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

SISODIA SAYS EX-LG
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RCP SINGH QUITS
JD(U) AFTER PARTY
FLAGS LAND DEALS

CAN BRING SMALLER,
COST-EFFECTIVE SLV:
ISRO CHAIRMAN
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Staying Small,
Living Big
The tiny home movement
with its focus on responsible
choices and living light is

catching up in the country
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‘Not just Kenyans or Ethiopians,
Indian too can win steeplechase’

EXPRESS INBIRMINGHAM

SHIVANINAIK
AUGUST 6

THE MOST fulsome praise for
Avinash Sable came from
Kenyan Olympic and two-time
world champion Conseslus
Kipruto, one of the two athletes
from the long-distance super-
power whom the Indian auda-
ciously left behind while claim-
ing a historic Commonwealth
Gamesssilver in the 3,000-metre
steeplechase.

A third Kenyan, Abraham
Kiwibot, one of the season’s top
runners, eventually ended up
with the gold. But not before sur-
viving an almighty scare from
Sable, who was breathing down
his neck and snapping at his heels.

Lanka defers arrival of China ship,
go-ahead given hrs before Gota fled

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI, AUGUST 6

THE SRI Lanka Foreign Ministry
has asked China to "defer" the ar-
rival of the Yuan Wang 5, a mili-
tary vessel, at its southern port
of Hambantota.

Clearances for the Yuan
Wang-class vessel to berth at
Hambantota port were given by
the Foreign Ministry onJuly 12,a

day before President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who was driven out
of office by a people’s move-
ment, was expected to resign as
he had announced.

On Friday, the Foreign
Ministry sent a communication
to the Chinese embassy in
Colombo, requesting that the ar-
rival date of Yuan Wang 5 “be de-
ferred until further consultations
are made on this matter”.

With that, a matter that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Whyit
worries
® Delhi

EXPLAINED

WITH ITS monitoring
equipment, the Yuan
Wang 5 vessel could
snoop on many of India’s
southern ports and sen-
sitive facilities from Sri
Lankan waters.

Silver medallist Avinash Sable and Kenya’s Abraham Kibiwot,
who won gold, in 3000 m steeplechase. ANI RELATEDREPORT,P18

The Indian struck at the heart
of steeplechase royalty and
rewrote the national record for
the ninth time — it could well be
the n-th time — with a timing of

8:11.20. For the first 2,400 me-
tres, Sable stalked the Kenyan
Three — Kiwibot, Kipruto and
Amos Serem — who led the race.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Hindu Yuva Vahini set
for a makeover, seeks to
shed its vigilante image

BHUPENDRA PANDEY
LUCKNOW,AUGUST 6

THE HINDU Yuva Vahini, the
youth outfit founded by Yogi
Adityanath in 2002, is planning
an image makeover — from an
unruly band of men ready to flex
muscles and lathis in the name
of the Hindu cause to an organi-
sation with strict membership

rules and streamlined opera-
tions. Sources said a name
change too could be on the cards.
On August 3, the Vahini dis-
solved allits organisational units
in Uttar Pradesh, and sources
said the outfit is likely to be re-
structured ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.
The revamp, sources said, was
imperative considering the outfit
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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As per Insurance Act, 1938 (amendment 2015), Section 38 (5)
“Subject to the provisions in sub-section (2), the transfer or
assignment shall be complete and effectual upon the execution
of such endorsement or instrument duly attested but except,
where the transfer or assignment is in favour of the insurer, shall
not be operative as against an insurer, and shall not confer upon

StudylIQ IAS

Cthe
L §

Fecatures

the transferee or assignee, or his legal representative, any right 4= Live Classes B0+ Hours of LIVE tooching by b iocutties 250,000
to sue for the amount of such policy or the moneys secured "" e to Onementorship | 7o ol udent i ocademic ond noe acodami 220,000
thereby until a notice in writing of the transfer or assignment and = Ty

either the said endorsement or instrument itself or a copy iy Pyommanl Berdand e 220,000
thereof certified to be correct by both transferor and transferee B Answer Writing Practiees | ReSUSTpScies 1o ncieass molk n ains 20,000
or their duly authorized agents have been delivered to the i Successin Prelims (SIP) | S e et primeto 220,000
insurer:

Provided that where the insurer maintains one or more places of [} PeabrasTesisencn (Praima stoge) ot UFSE C5F P
business in India, such notice shall be delivered only at the place iy Weekly Revisiontests | Tor anehimariing of srudeis and tractirg #10,000
where the policy is being serviced.” :E; Hendmade Notes Hanimade nole 4 sugleslary acter of Shat £10,000
Hence only those assignments registered with LIC of India, ; e i T gat sxam ready for Fralms e
are taken cognizance of. : s, SO Bl TR
Please note to register assignment of LIC policies, by giving Q E;‘E;E;;‘i‘}gﬂ?“ PEFand Videos ehuarired cruiRiphy sorirced Z10,000 y,

notice to the servicing branch only, if not done earlier. This
would facilitate prompt claim settlement to rightful titleholders
of the policy, even if the claim settlement requirements including
production of policy bonds are dispensed with or modified.

Only

Tatal Price

218999 g 189600

Live Classes starting from
16th August | 1:00 PM

Price 12499

Use Code | EXPRESS

PSIR Optional Live Coursa

Livie Classes starting from
18th August | 1:00 PM

Price F12499

l 72-9009-2050

New Delhi

LIC/ P1/2022-23 / 04 / Eng

Contact your Agent/branch with all requirements for prompt claim settlement.

Call Centre Services e
m@lc (022) 6827 6827 @ Visit: licindia.in

BEWARE OF SPURIOUS PHONE CALLS AND FICTITIOUS / FRAUDULENT OFFERS. IRDAI is not involved in activities like selling insurance
policies, announcing bonus or investment of premiums. Public receiving such phone calls are requested to lodge a police complaint.

Download
(758 LIC Mobile App “MyLIC”

LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA

Har Pal Aapke Saath

SCAN THE OR CODE [E22

T0 DOWNLOAD THE APP

> ¥ @ LIC India Forever

Followus: | f IRDAI Regn No.: 512




4 | EXPRESS NETWORK

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, AUGUST 7,2022

FROM PAGE ONE

Jagdeep
Dhankhar wins
Vice-President

election
Dhankhar ended up getting
even more, at  528.

Congratulating him, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said he
had received “resounding” sup-
port across party lines.

As many as 55 MPs did not
vote --among them 34 from the
Trinamool Congress, which had
decided to abstain, saying the
Opposition parties had decided
on Alva without proper consul-
tation with the party.

Sources in the Congress said
at least two of its Rajya Sabha
MPs, Randeep Surjewala and
Dhiraj Kumar Sahu, did not vote
as they are undergoing treat-
ment. Surjewala is said to be
abroad. Besides them, from the
Opposition camp, at least seven
MPs of the Shiv Sena, two
Samajwadi Party MPs and one
AAP member did not vote.

Of those backing Dhankhar,
two BJP MPs and as many of the
BSP were absent, as was one
Independent. The two BJP MPs
who did not vote were Sunny
Deol and Sanjay Dhotre, also re-
portedly unwell. Sources in the
TMC said that BJP MP Arjun
Singh, who rejoined the TMC in
May, did not vote either.

In the presidential poll,
Droupadi Murmu had garnered
540 votes from MPs. Of the 748
MP votes polled then, the joint
Opposition candidate, Yashwant
Sinha, had secured 208 (26 more
than Alva).

At the time, two TMC MPs,
Sisir Kumar Adhikari and his son
Dibyendu Adhikari, had voted
against the party’s decision to
back Yashwant Sinha. Sisiris the
father of BJP MLA and West
Bengal Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari.

On Saturday, both Sisir and
Dibyendu voted, defying the
TMC decision to abstain. Hours
later, TMIC Lok Sabha floor leader
Sudip Bandyopadhyay wrote to
them saying the party has taken
note of their move. The two are
already facing disqualification
proceedings.

While the decision by the

TMC -- the second largest
Opposition party after the
Congress in Parliament, with 36
MPs - to abstain had already
dealt a body blow to the
Opposition, others too like the
BSP and TDP backed Dhankhar.
The AAP, TRS, AIMIM and ]MM
though supported Alva.

Of them, the MM, largely a
tribal party, had backed the
NDA's Droupadi Murmu for
President, by virtue of her being
atribal.

Dhankhar succeeds M
Venkaiah Naidu, whose term
ends on August 10. He will be
sworn in on August 11.

President Murmu was
among those who greeted
Dhankhar on his win, besides
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
his Cabinet colleagues, chief
ministers and senior Opposition
leaders, including Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar and
Dhankhar's rival candidate,
Margaret Alva.

In her message to the 71-
year-old Vice-President elect,
Murmu said: “The nation will
benefit from your long and rich
experience of public life.”

Modi and BJP president ] P
Nadda met Dhankhar after the
results. Thanking the MPs who
had voted for Dhankhar, Modi
said: “At a time when India is
marking Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, we are proud to have
a kisan putra (son of a farmer)
Vice-President who has excel-
lent legal knowledge and intel-
lectual prowess...Iam confident
he will be an outstanding Vice-
President. Our nation will gain
tremendously from his intellect
and wisdom.”

Alva, who congratulated
Dhankhar, thanked all the MPs
from across parties who had
voted for her. Taking potshots at
the TMC, she tweeted: “This
election was an opportunity for
the Opposition to work together,
to leave the past behind and
build trust amongst each other.
Unfortunately, some Opposition
parties chose to directly or indi-
rectly support the BJP, in an at-
tempt to derail the idea of a
united Opposition. It is my belief
that by doing so, these parties
and their leaders have damaged
their own credibility.”

Alvaadded: “This election is
over. The battle for protecting
our Constitution, strengthening
our democracy and restoring the
dignity of Parliament will con-
tinue.”

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said that “as Vice-President
and Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, Jagdeep Dhankhar will
prove to be an ideal guardian of
the Constitution”.

Joining Congress president
Sonia Gandhi in congratulating
the new Vice-President, Rahul
Gandhi tweeted: “Thank you to
Smt Margaret Alva ji for repre-
senting the spirit of the joint
Opposition with grace and dig-
nity.”

Like Alva, the Congress too
didn't spare the TMC. “Alva ran
a spirited campaign and it was
too bad the TMC didn’t support
her.India will have to wait for its
first woman Vice-President,”
senior Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said. On Dhankhar, he
said: “I hope he will display the
sagacity and objectivity of
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat and
the witand humour of Venkaiah
Naidu, his partymen who be-
came V-P”

Dhankhar, who hails from
Rajasthan, began his political ca-
reer in the erstwhile Janata Dal.
A lawyer by training, he was
elected to the Lok Sabha from
Jhunjhunu in 1989. He was a
Union deputy minister briefly
from April-November 1990. He
was in-charge of Parliamentary
Affairs. He then shifted to state
politics and moved to the
Congress.

His next election was for the
Rajasthan Assembly on a
Congress ticket. He represented
Kishangarh seat from 1993 to
1998. After that, he practised as
a lawyer in the Supreme Court
until he was appointed the
Governor of West Bengal in July
2019. His stint as Governor of
West Bengal was marked by
constant run-ins with the
Mamata Banerjee government.

‘Indian too can
win steeplechase,
not just Kenyans
or Ethiopians’

Once he made his move on
the sixth of seven-and-a-half
laps, the world’s bronze medal-
list from a fortnight ago, Kipruto,
saw his medal hopes dissipate.

“Sable’s such a strong guy,”
said Kipruto, who faded to sixth
and most likely paced the
younger Kibiwot and Serem
(8:16.83). “Since the Worlds we
all viewed him as the strongest
challenge here and I had been
thinking about how to stop him.
Heisinsuch good shape and we
knew he would give us a fight.
Heis alsoasmartguy. He ran his
own race, with the same focus,
and did not bother about oth-
ers.”

What Kipruto was praising
Sable for were the precise
thoughts that haunted the
Indian’s last fortnight, after he
finished a disappointing 11th at
the World Championships.
Distraught, he flew out of
Oregon and returned to
Colorado with his coach the fol-
lowing noon.

AtOregon, Sable’s strategy of
hanging back had backfired —
the pace slowed down, he found
himself boxed into a lull and his
timing fell to a crawl. This was
his lowest point. But it also drove
him to bolt out of the barn gates
at Birmingham’s Alexander
Stadium, with little regard for
the Kenyan halo that had held
him back previously.

On Saturday, at 10 minutes to
noon local time, Sable started
edging closer to the Kenyan ath-
letes. Admittedly, he had little
idea of who exactly was ahead
of him. “I just decided and
planned for amedal here. I knew
Iwould need to beat all Kenyans
if | wanted a medal,” said the
Army man, who was once
posted at Siachen.

He would lie fourth for two-
thirds of the race, but always in
the peripheral vision of the front
pack. Sable never lost sight of his
own steady pace, clocking an av-
erage speed of 21.7 kmph.

At the 2K mark, he knew he
had to push gears. The Kenyans
knew he was breaking free, and
he made a clean cut in the next
lap. “I sped at 2 km and tried to
gointo the lead. But the last wa-
ter jump and hurdle were mis-
takes.” Briefly, Kibiwot leaned a
little outward and pinged too
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CWG Daily: Murali
Sreeshankar’s turn-
around, India’s heavy
medal sport, balti wars

Host Rahul Pandey joins Shivani Naik to talk
about Murali Sreeshankar’s turnaround
during his penultimate jump as well as a
foul that cost him his gold.
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BAN ON SHARP SYNTHETIC/ NYLON
FLYING THREAD POPULARLY KNOWN

AS “CHINESE MANJHA"

There shall be a complete ban on the sale, purchase, storage, supply. import, and use of
kite flyving thread made out of nylon, plastic, or any other synthetic material including
popularly known as "Chinese Manjha" and any ather kite-flying thread that is sharp ar
made sharp such as by being laced with glazs, metal or any other sharp materials in the

MNCT of Delhi;

PENALTY

The violation of directions issued under
section 5 ofthe Environment iProtection) Act,
1986, ar the rules made thereunder shall be
punishable under section 15 of the said Act
which includesimprisenmentup to five years
and/or with fine which may be extended ta
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ALLOWED

Kite flving shall be permissible
only with a cotton thread, free
fromany sharp material
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closein Sable’s lane, and the sud-
den misdirection seemed to
confuse the Indian alittle. “I did-
n't know which way he would
go sol got confused. Won't hap-
pennext time, it was a mistake,”
Sable said.

The stadium announcer kept
calling him “Sabel”. Like table. Or
sabre. Everyone saw Sable rat-
tling the Kenyans across the
packed stadium.

The last hurdle was a nerv-
ous stutter. He ran the leader
close, to within 0.05 seconds,
and finished with a redeeming
silver. “Microsecond se gold reh
gayaa (Missed it by microsec-
ond). I wanted to hear our na-
tional anthem. I'm sorry I could-
n'ttoday, butI'm happy with the
medal,” he said.

"[stick to my plan.Thad blun-
dered following others at
Worlds. I decided won't make
the mistake again of slowing
down because others had.”

Yet, it was 15 sleepless nights,
where he questioned everything
about himself. "You start won-
dering why you even run if you
can't win despite working so
hard. I always believed hard
work s bigger even than destiny
and luck. But I couldn't under-
stand why I didn't get a result at
the World Championships,” he
recalled.

Seeking answers, he called
up his nutritionist, wondering if
he was eating wrong. He asked
his coach a hundred questions

about what was wrong with
him. He wondered if practicing
was awaste, but he trained hard
anyway.

"I was sent to the USA to
train by those supporting me
for 4-5 months. Even after |
failed at World's they told me
it's not a big deal. But [ was an-
gry at myself. So I thought of it
from every angle,” he said, de-
scribing his state of mind.
Senior players received calls
asking them to analyse his mis-
takes. All that masochism fi-
nally yielded a result.

"I thought if hard work
doesn't give medals nothing
will. Thankfully people trusted
me." Sable said he was espe-
cially bothered about those
who had funded his interna-
tional trips and might have
been wondering if he was
worth the effort. "I didn't want
them to think I'm not worth
their trust."

A quiet, reserved person he
might be who keeps to himself.
But those around him know of
his quiet confidence in his own
abilities to challenge the elite of
the world. "I wanted to prove
it's not just the Africans —
Kenyans and Ethiopians who
win in long-distance races. An
Indian can win too.”

Lanka defers
arrival of China
ship, go-ahead
was given hrs
before Gota fled

raised questions in Delhi about
the motives of the Sri Lankan

government in welcoming the
ship, has blown over, at least for
now.

But concerns remain in
Delhi over the language of the
note verbale, or “third party
note” as itis called in Sri Lanka,
which suggests that the issue is
still open for discussion.

India has poured in financial
and material assistance to Sri
Lanka to the tune of $4 billion
since January, and has also been
hand-holding it in its discus-
sions with the IMF for a package
to help recover from the col-
lapse of its economy. Delhi was
shocked to learn that the gov-
ernment in Colombo had given
clearances for the Chinese mil-
itary vessel to berth at
Hambantota.

The matter first came to light
through a seemingly innocuous
mention on the website of BRISL
(Belt and Road Initiative Sri
Lanka) that the ship was calling
over at the southern port.

Hambantota Port was devel-
oped with loans from Beijing. In
2017, the Sri Lankan govern-
ment leased the port to China
Merchants Port Holdings
Company, a Hong Kong-based
shipping company, for a period
of 99 years.

Over the last week, Delhi
conveyed more than once that
it had serious concerns about
the planned arrival of the ship,
and was in constant talks with
the Sri Lankan government on
the issue.

At first, Colombo sought to
give assurances thatit was a “re-
search” ship for development
activities, and was only stopping
over for bunkering, for a week,
from August 11 to 17.

But India conveyed that this
did nothing to allay its concerns
over the vessel, one of six track-
ing ships in the Yuan Wang
class, used by the People’s
Liberation Army to monitor
satellites and intercontinental
ballistic missiles.

Bristling with satellite an-
tennas and other equipment,
these large vessels form part of
the PLA's Strategic Support
Force. A foothold for it in
Hambantota would make sev-
eral ports and other sensitive fa-
cilities in south India vulnera-
ble, as also any movement by
Indian Navy ships, officials said.

“Spy” ship, officials said, was
a misnomer for the vessel, and
thatit was in fact a dual purpose
strategic platform, the likes of
which had not been sent by any
country into these waters be-
fore.

President Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s government
had conveyed to Delhi that the
permission was given by the
previous government. The
Foreign Ministry communica-
tion to the Chinese embassy
mentions that clearances for the
ship to arrive at Hambantota
were given on July 12. The Sri
Lankan government was in
complete disarray at the time.
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was thenin
hiding, plotting his escape from
the country. He was said to have
arrived at a military base near
Katunayake International
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Airport, Sri Lanka’s main airport,
in preparation to leave.

Other than the Presidency,
Rajapaksa also held charge of
the Defence Ministry, while the
Foreign Ministry was then un-
der G L Peiris. Wickremesinghe
was Prime Minister then -
Gotabaya would make him act-
ing President the next day - but
need not have been in the deci-
sion-making on the Chinese
ship. The then Ports and
Shipping Minister had been sus-
pended following a corruption
investigation.

Official sources in Colombo
said the request from the
Chinese side for clearances
came inJune. The sources main-
tained that while inputs were
taken from the Defence
Ministry, the final decision to
give the clearance was made by
the East Asia division of the
Foreign Ministry, without scal-
ing up the matter to the appro-
priate levels in the Ministry for
further consultation.

No discussion was held with
the South Asia division of the
Ministry either, the sources said.

Hindu Yuva
Vahini set for a
makeover, seeks
to shed its
vigilante image

continues to be closely linked to
Adityanath, though he had tried
to clamp down on its aggressive
ways after he became Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister for the
first time in 2017.

Among the plans, they said,
is a steady expansion of the
Vahini beyond UP to other
states. The outfit now has a
strong presence in the eastern
UP districts of Gorakhpur,
Deoria, Kushinagar, Azamgarh,
Mau, Sant Kabir Nagar and Basti.

Experts from various fields
are believed to be engaged in
drawing up bylaws for a re-
vamped Vahini, with rules for
membership and appointment
of office-bearers.

Sources also said that as part
of the image makeover, the out-
fit will take care to enlist mem-
bers from the “service and busi-
ness classes” as well as social
outfits.

Raghvendra Singh, former
BJP MLA and earlier state in-
charge of the Vahini, told The
Sunday Express, “We dissolved
the Vahini since many other or-
ganisations with similar names
had cropped up over the last five
years and were involved in
shady activities. The restructur-
ing will be done in a month or
two.”

Sources said the decision to
restructure the Vahini has the
consent of the top BJP leader-
ship.

The Vahini’s strong-arm im-
age is linked to a number of
cases against its members.
Before the BJP came to power,
during the Mulayam Singh
Yadav government (2004-07)
and later Mayawati’s regime
(2007-2011), several members
of the outfit were named in
cases of communal riots and
tensions in Gorakhpur, Mau,
Azamgarh, Kushinagar and else-
where.

In February this year,
Raghvendra Singh, the former
state in-charge of the Vahini,
was booked in a hate speech
case in Siddharth Nagar district.
He contested the Assembly se-
lection as a BJP candidate from
Domariyaganj constituency but
lost to the Samajwadi Party.

Adityanath had founded the
Vahini in 2002 as an organisa-
tion to work for Hindu culture
and cow protection, and against
untouchability. After the 2017
elections, enthused by
Adityanath taking over as CM,
the organisation had burst on to
the scene with its members
turning into vigilantes.

They were accused of
forcibly entering homes alleg-
ing love jihad, imposing moral
policing and attacking alleged

cattle smugglers. They had
piped down only after
Adityanath's rap to avoid con-
troversies.

Ever since, the outfit has
maintained a low profile, only
to briefly emerge from the shad-
ows to campaign for Adityanath
during the Assembly elections
earlier this year.

Delhi excise
policy row: L-G
suspends 11
officers over
‘serious lapses’

policy was formulated and im-
plemented last year. Anand
Tiwari, a DANICS officer, was
serving as the Deputy
Commissioner under Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia.

The others suspended are
Assistant ~ Commissioners
Pankaj Bhatnagar, Narinder
Singh, Neeraj Gupta, Section
Officers Kuljeet Singh, Subhash
Ranjan and Suman and Dealing
Hands Satya Brat Bhargav,
Sachin Solanki and Gaurav
Mann.

Last month, Lt Governor
Saxena recommended a CBI
probe into the Delhi Excise
Policy 2021-22, putting Sisodia,
in-charge of the excise depart-
ment, directly in the line of fire.

The move followed a report
submitted by Delhi Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar on the
matter.Italleged corruption and
violation of transaction of busi-
ness rules. The report alleged
that undue benefits were pro-
vided to liquor vend licenceesin
lieu of “kickbacks” and “com-
missions”.

Krishna was transferred af-
ter the Excise department
replied to the Chief Secretary on
the seven questions he raised on
the excise policy.

The Lt Governor asked the
Chief Secretary to submit a de-
tailed report on the role of offi-
cers in the formulation and im-
plementation of the policy.

Sources in the Lt Governor’s
office claimed the officers did
not inform the authority con-
cerned despite being aware of
“illegal activities” and “changes
being made by Sisodia on behalf
of the Cabinet without the ap-
proval of the LG”.

“The LG has taken this deci-
sionin view of the serious lapses
on part of the officers con-
cerned, in the implementation
of the Excise Policy, including
inter alia irregularities in final-
izing the tender and extending
post-tender benefits to select
vendors, as brought out by the
Directorate of Vigilance (DoV)
in its report after inquiry,” the
sources said.

The new excise policy had
been introduced by the Delhi
government to increase govern-
ment revenue, improve con-
sumer experience, reduce cor-
ruption and redistribute liquor
shops in an equitable manner.
Under the new policy, imple-
mented in November last year,
only private liquor shops could
runin the Capital.

Last month, after the Lt
Governor called for a CBI probe,
there was a sharp reaction from
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

“I'have known Sisodia for 22
years and | have never seen any-
one as honest or as much of a
deshbhakt as him,” Kejriwal
said, accusing the Lt Governor
of making “false allegations”.

He also accused the Centre
of going after AAP ever since it
won the Punjab Assembly elec-
tions.

Sisodia, in a Twitter post, tar-
geted the Prime Minister: “Modi
jiis very afraid of Kejriwal ji.
People have become disillu-
sioned with Modi ji. Now the
country has hope only from
Kejriwal ji. As AAP's influence
grows across the country, there
will be many more false cases.
But no jail can stop Kejriwal ji
and AAP. The future belongs to
AAP, the future belongs to
India.”
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Revised graded pollution pla

to bein place from October 1

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 6

THE REVISED Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) to deal with
air pollution this winter will
come into force with effect
from October 1, as per the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM). An expert
group constituted by the CAQM
had suggested revisions to the
existing GRAP which comprises
measures to be taken when the
air quality worsens in Delhi-NCR.

This year, the GRAP will beim-
plemented differently — it willbe
pre-emptive and will be invoked
three days in advance of the air
quality reaching a certain level
based on forecasts. In previous
years, GRAP was invoked when
particulate matter concentrations
reached a certain threshold.

The commissionissued direc-
tions Friday asking officials to en-
sure strictimplementation of the
revised GRAP.In the revised plan,
there are four stages of adverse

—— BRIEFLY —

Celebratory
firing leaves 3

What's
. different

EXPLAINED

UNLIKE THE old plan,
which was invoked when
particulate matter con-
centrations reached a
certain threshold, the re-
vised Graded Response
Action Plan will be pre-
emtive — it will come
into play three days in ad-
vance of air quality reach-
ing a certain level based
on forecasts. As per direc-
tions issued by CAQM,
chief secretaries of NCR
states and Delhi govern-
ment have been asked to
frequently review the
plan’simplementation.

air quality — ‘poor’ (AQI from 201
t0300), ‘very poor’ (AQI from 301
t0400), ‘severe’ (AQI from 401 to
450) and ‘severe +' (AQI more
than 450). Actions under ‘very

poor’, ‘severe’ and ‘severe + are
to be invoked at least three days
in advance of AQI reaching that
particular stage. This will be
based on forecasts provided to
CAQM by IMD and Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology.

The restrictions

B CONSTRUCTION: Under
therevised plan,aban will setin
under ‘severe’ category (except
for work involving railways, proj-
ects of national security, hospi-
tals, Metro services, and linear
public projects like highways,
roads). Under ‘severe+’ category,
construction on linear public
projects will be banned.

W INDUSTRIES: Restrictions
on industries in NCR will set in
under ‘severe’ category.
Industries that don’t have PNG
supply will be allowed to oper-
ate only five days a week till
December 31. Under ‘severe+’,
allindustries in NCR running on
fuel other than those approved
for the region will be shut
down.

B FOUR-WHEELERS: Under
‘severe’ category, state govern-
ments in NCRand Delhi may im-
pose restrictions on BS-III petrol
and BS-1V diesel four-wheelers.

Under ‘severe +' category,
there will be a ban on plying
Delhi-registered diesel-operated
“medium’ and “heavy goods ve-
hicles” in Delhi, except those car-
rying essential commodities or
providing essential services.

Under the same AQI cate-
gory, there will also be aban on
plying four-wheeler diesel vehi-
cles in Delhi and NCR districts
bordering Delhi, except for BS-
VI vehicles and those used for
essential or emergency services.

B OTHER MEASURES: For
'severe+' category, NCR govern-
ments are to decide on allowing
"public, municipal and private
offices" to work on 50% strength
and the rest to work from home.
Itis under this category that state
governments can take a call on
additional measures like closure
of educational institutions, and
odd-even rules for vehicles.

n 13 days to go for twin

tower demolition,
stakeholders meet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, AUGUST 6

THE NOIDA Authority held a
meeting Saturday afternoon to
discuss status of demolition of
the Supertech twin towers, fol-
lowing directions of a Supreme
Courtorder onJuly 29.The build-
ings, Apex and Ceyane, are lo-
cated in Sector 93A. The demoli-
tionis fixed for August 21 at2.30
pm, just under a fortnight away.

Information sought by Central
Building Research Institute (CBRI);
requisite details supplied by
Supertech Ltd. and Edifice
Engineering; a construction and
demolition waste management
plan; preparations made for coun-
tering effect of dust created due to
the demolition on greenareaand
parks located in ATS Village and
Supertech Emerald Court (build-

ings in the vicinity); and steps to
be taken for securing GAIL's gas
pipeline were discussed. Based
ondiscussions, certain directions
were taken. A note shared by the
authority states that CBRI found
that Supertech hasn’t provided
certain details pertaining to struc-
tural auditand same are to be pro-
vided by August 7. After receiving
requisite information, CBRI will
submit its report to Noida
Authority by August 9 pursuant to
which the authority will file a sta-
tusreport by August 11 before SC.

OnJuly 29,inamiscellaneous
application filed by Supertech,
the SC had directed CBRI to seek
relevant information and had
asked Supertech and Edifice to
provide the same by August 5. It
had instructed Noida Authority
toconvene a meeting in the mat-
ter on August 6 and file a status
report before August 12.
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Spa worker ‘raped’, 4 held

New Delhi: Four men have been
arrested in connection with the
alleged rape of a 22-year-old
employee of a spain Northwest
Delhi. Police said the men in-
clude the manager and a client,
arrested for the alleged rape, and
the two owners, arrested for al-
leged violation of guidelines.
Police said a PCR call was re-

ceived around 10 pm Thursday
about the incident. When police
reached the spot, the woman
was present along with her hus-
band outside the spa and al-
leged that she had been raped
by the manager and another
person. Police said she was sent
to a hospital for medical exam-
ination. ENS
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NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY DELHI

(A University of Law Established by Act No. 1 of 2008 of NCT of Delhi)
Sector-14, Dwarka, New Delhi-110078

ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT FOR LL.M. (Professional) 2022-23

(A Govt. of India

(/i\) CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATIO

4/1, Siri Institutional Area,
%/’ August Kranti Marg, Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016
i Warehousing for Everyone

Undertaking)

Central Warehousing Corporation

Www.cewacor.nic.in.

CWC CO-PDORECT/5/2020-PERSONNEL
Applications are invited from retired official of a PSU engaged in Rail as
well as EXIM operations to work as Advisor on Contractual basis in
, Corporate Office. The applicants
shall have to apply via the Online Link: https://cwceportal.com/careers
by 21.08.2022 upto 2359 Hrs. Details may be seen at our website:
Assistant General Manager (Personnel)

Date: 05.08.2022

CWC, C.O., New Delhi

Rani Lakshmi Bai Central Agricultural University, Jhansi
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kids injured
New Delhi: Three children
were injured during an

LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS: 31.08.2022

The NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY DELHI invites applications for admission to
the LL.M.(Professional) Programme for the Academic Year 2022-23

SHORT VACANCY NOTIFICATION
Through advertisement no. RLBCAU/02/2022, applications from eligible Indian Nationals
are invited for recruitment for the following Regular/ Contractual positions.

f A
incident of celebratory : - Position Level Discipline Vacancies \l,"l ‘,I'_II\I }
firing in Northeast district commencing from September, 2022. The Programme will be conducted through | I et camptroler w4 | on Deputaton 1UR
Satul‘day. Police said a a mixed mode of distance education and contact learnlng' 2.| Teaching-Cum-Research (Contractual)| Forest Biology and Tree Improve- 01 Each ' B B
Associate ment, Forest Products & Utilization,

Eligibility: Candidates who have completed their graduation or post-graduation
in any discipline, with a minimum of 50% marks and have been in service or
having professional experience will be eligible to enroll for the programme.

Fee: Rs. 1,25,000/- (Rs. One Lakh Twenty Five Thousand only) for Indian

searchis on for the person
who fired the shot.

Floriculture & Landscaping, Genetics
& Plant Breeding

Exhibition extended till ]
15th August,2022 5
Timing: 10:00 am to 6:00 PM |§

In DBT sponsored project on “Characterization of chickpea germplasm resource to
accelerate genomics-assisted crop improvement”

14-year-old

. . . 3.|Junior Research Fellow Plant Pathology 01
I d Citizens and USD 3500/- (Three Thousand Five Hundred only) for Foreign | ||, (fodassant (Contractual - o
e eCtrOCUte Nationals. 5.| Young Professional-Il (Contractual) Genetics & Plant Breeding 01

Interested candidates should register online only on payment of Rs.25,000/- (NAHEP funded Project) _ _
In DBT sponsored project on “Main streaming of sesame Germplasm for productivity

(non—refundable) on the UniverSity WebSite www.nludelhi.ac.in. The balance enhancement through genomics assisted core development and trait discovery”
fee will be payable on confirmation of the admission before the date to be notified | |6 [pProject Assistant |(contractua) - o1
by the University to the candidates.

Note: LL.M.(Professional) programme shall not qualify a candidate to the
academic and other professional benefits obtainable from a regular LL.M.

Degree. Prof. (Dr.) Harpreet Kaur
REGISTRAR

Gurgaon: A 14-year-old
boy died after he was al-
legedly electrocuted in
Sohna, Friday, said police.
His family alleged that he
had come in contact with
two coolers kept outside
ahouse on the road. ENS

Further details viz. essential qualifications, category of reservation, pay
scale, application form, date of interview of contractual positions and
other instructions can be seen on University website www.rlbcau.ac.in.
The closing date for receipt of application will be 04 September, 2022.
However, in case of candidates residing and posted in remote areas, the
closing date will be 19 September, 2022.

Registrar
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Directorate of Handloom & Textiles

#HandWovenlnAssam | #MyHandloomMyPride

NATIONAL (T

HANDLOOM DAY

7th August 2022 .

. Pt o \

‘ ‘ I feel privileged to congratulate all weavers of the nation
on the auspicious occasion of 8th Handloom Day 2022 , ,

Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma
Chief Minister, Assam

GAMOCHA
The pride of Assam With 12.83 lakh weavers,
Assam has highest number of weavers

in the country

Reserved item for exclusive .
production in handloom E—
under the Handloom
(Reservation of Articles for
Production)

Act, 1985

Muga Silk, also known as Golden Silk,
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Liquor wars: Govt trains guns on former L-G,
Sisodia says he changed stance on vends

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

A WEEK after the Delhi govern-
ment decided to scrap its new
liquor policy, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said he
has written to the CBIrequesting
a probe into what he claimed
was a sudden change in former
L-G Anil Baijal’s decision on
opening vends in unauthorised
areas. This caused “thousands of
crores of losses” to the Delhi gov-
ernment, he alleged. Baijal did
not respond to calls and mes-
sages seeking a comment.
Sisodia, whoalso holds the ex-
cise portfolio, had announced on
July 30 that the new excise policy
would be rolled back. This came
after current L-G VK Saxena rec-
ommended a CBI probe into the
new policy over alleged irregular-

ities,and Delhi Police’s Economic
Offences Wing launched a probe
into the excise department.

At a press conference on
Saturday, Sisodia said: “In May
2021, the Cabinet passed the new
excise policy. We said the num-
ber of liquor shops will remain
the same. Butin the earlier policy,
shops were unevenly distributed
— some wards had 25 shops,
some had none... some malls had
many shops. In the new policy,
this principle was highlighted
that there will be equitable distri-
bution of shops, but the number
of shops will not change. This was
an important provision.”

There were 849 shops earlier,
and even under the new policy,
the number of shops was to re-
main the same, as per Sisodia.

The policy was then sent
to the L-G for approval and he
made important suggestions for

Sisodia at a press conference
on Saturday. Amit Mehra

changes, Sisodia said. “All sugges-
tions were accepted, and the new
policy was sent to the L-GinJune.
He read it carefully and it was
then passed. The policy said un-
equitable distribution will be
stopped. In every ward, there will
be two-three shops, including in
unauthorised areas,” Sisodia said.

But the L-G’s office then
changed its decision, he claimed.

“The L-G read the policy and then
approved it. After this, tenders
were issued... In the first week of
November, the proposal to
open shops was sent to the L-G,
since they were to be opened
from November 17 onwards, in-
cluding in unauthorised areas.On
November 15, the L-G laid down
a new condition that to open
shopsin unauthorised areas, per-
mission from the DDA and MCD
isneeded. When he read the pol-
icy, this condition was not laid
down,” he said.

“Why was this decision
changed 48 hours before? Which
shop owners made a profit? Did
the L-G make the decision him-
self orunder pressure from some-
one? [ have written to the CBl ask-
ing foraprobe,” Sisodia said. “The
real corruption was here... where
the decision was changed.”

Sisodia said that every year,

shops were being opened in
unauthorised areas even before
the new policy kicked in: “Every
year, these files were approved.
This was approved even when
the policy mentioned it. But
when it went to the L-G office as
a file to open the shops, the L-G
office changed its stand.”
“Because of this, shops were
not able to open in unauthorised
(areas). The new licensees went
to court, which ordered that in
unauthorised wards, licence fees
be relaxed ona pro-rata basis and
they be given arebate. Because of
this, the government faced thou-
sands of crores of losses. Without
discussing it with the Cabinet or
government, the L-G changed his
decision. The new excise policy
would have brought revenue to
the government, but instead, it
caused losses because of this
change in the L-G’s stand,” he

claimed.

“The most important thing
here is that some shops were al-
lowed to open, others were not.
Those allowed to open shops
made profits. This was a deliber-
ate attempt to ensure some ven-
dors got profits and others faced
losses,” Sisodia added.

In his communication to the
CBI, Sisodia wrote: “Through the
new excise policy, in one finan-
cial year, the government was to
getRs 9,000 crore. In this finan-
cial year, with the new policy,
the government was supposed
togetRs 3,713 crore, but got only
Rs 2,352 crore in four and a half
months.”

Hitting out at the government,
BJP national spokesperson Sambit
Patra said at a press conference:
“When the heat of the investiga-
tion has reached them, they are
busy finding a scapegoat.”

How Dilshad Garden started out as a slice of Lahore

ADRIJAROYCHOWDHURY
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 6

WHEN SUSHIL Mishra (70) set
out from his home in Unnao in
1968, he had a single purpose in
mind — that of being a journalist
in the national capital. With lofty
dreams of being a news reader
some day and meeting the high
and mighty of
Indian politics, he
moved into his first
homein the capital
— a room in the
Seemapuri slum of
East Delhi. Mishra
remembers those
early days of strug-
gle when he spent
the days running
from pillar to post
tofindajobinnews
offices, while the
evenings went by
in writing poetry.

“Everything about
the city was such a shock for me.
My room in Seemapuri did not
even have a bathroom. Every
morning, close to 30-40 people
would queue up and then getinto
fights over the common bath-
rooms,” he recalled.

As days went by, he saw his
dream of being a journalist slowly
slipping away, as he started
taking up odd jobs in transport,
construction and the like. On
one such occasion, sometime in
the late 1970s, he came across
some officials from the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)

DELHI
REWIND

Tracing the capital’s
post-Independence
history

who had started developing the
nearby colony of Dilshad Garden.
As he took up some contractual
jobs with the DDA during this
time, he saw with great enthusi-
asm the areaaround his slumde-
veloping with the best of facilities.
“These were well-built flats, sur-
rounded by parks and markets,”
he recalled.

Soon after, by 1985, Mishra
had managed to
earn a decent
amount to rent his
first accommoda-
tion in Dilshad
Garden, a janta flat
= for which he paid
Rs 250 as monthly
rent. “For many liv-
ing in the slums of
Seemapuri, the
making of Dilshad
Garden signalled a
new hope for their
lives,” he said.
“Some of us who

somehow made a little
money hoped to get an accom-
modation here.”

Dilshad Garden was in fact
built at a time that ushered in a
new phase in the development of
the capital. Casually called ‘famna
paar’ or the east side of the
Yamuna, it was up until the 1970s
considered unfit for develop-
ment. “Originally East Delhi was
avoided because about five or six
kilometres eastwards from the
river consisted of floodplains,” ex-
plained Professor K T Ravindran,
who served as head of urban de-
signin the School of Planning and

Dilshad Colony was developed by the DLF. Adrija Roychowdhury

Architecture in Delhi and was for-
mer chairperson of the Delhi
Urban Arts Commission.

The first time the DDA turned
its attention towards this area
was during Sanjay Gandhi’s ur-
ban renewal plan of the mid
1970s when close to 2 lakh
people from the slums of Old
Delhi were moved to the resettle-
ment colonies like Jahangirpuri,
Seelampur and Dakshinpuri, built
by the authority in the peripheral
areas of East Delhi.

It was only a few years later
and with the political interest in
cooperative housing societies
that colonies like Dilshad Garden
were developed in the area.

The original roots of Dilshad
Garden, however, go back much
further, to the 1940s, when the
land here was first acquired by a
barrister from Lahore, Diwan
Khem Chand. Khem Chand
had completed his education in

Interim bail to Satyendar Jain’s wife

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

DELHIMINISTER and AAP leader
Satyendar Jain’s wife was on
Saturday granted interim bail by
a court in an alleged money
laundering case, in which he was
arrested over two months ago.
Special Judge Geetanjli Goel
granted interim bail to Poonam

Jain on furnishing of personal
bond in the sum of Rs 1 lakh with
surety of like amount.

Poonam had moved a bail
application before the court.
Since the Enforcement
Directorate submitted that it
would fileits reply to the bail ap-
plication, and considering the
fact that she was not previously
arrested by the agency, the court
granted her interim bail.

The courtalsoallowed Jain to
withdraw his application seek-
ing interim bail in the case. His
counsel moved for withdrawal
saying they have been informed
that he was being discharged
from hospital.

Jain has been in judicial cus-
tody since June 13.Heis accused
of having laundered money
through four companies al-
legedly linked to him.

England and was the man who
conceived of the Model Town
housing society in Lahore in 1921.
He was an admirer of English ur-
ban planner Ebenezer Howard's
idea of ‘garden cities’ and repro-
duced it in Model Town. He
wished to bring the same archi-
tectural planning to Delhi’s
Dilshad Garden.

In 1940, Khem Chand founded
the company, Housing in General
Finance (HGF), whichboughtland
for Dilshad Garden from the
Tahirpur Estate Limited which
had Rai Bahadur Madho Pershad
as one of the directors. “By this
time, people knew that land in
and around Delhi was about to get
valuable, so a lot of people were
buying and consolidating prop-
erty. Madho Pershad, who was a
municipal commissioner and
came from a banking family, had
bought 600 acres of land in the
east side and was just waiting to

sell it when the chance arrived,”
explained Anish Vanaik, urban
historian and clinical associate
professor at Purdue University.

Vanaik noted that by 1950,
HGF managed to sell off some
600 plots, by which time the
scheme started failing and in the
next few years the company col-
lapsed. “The main reason is that
they were not able to develop
their plotsinto houses. They were
trying to get the municipality to
build roads, water and electricity,
and the government was not
keen on incurring costs for a pri-
vate company’s profits,” he said.

After HGFfailed in developing
this area, a part of their land was
bought by the Delhi Land and
Finance (DLF) that had been de-
veloping several colonies in South
Delhi by then. Indumati Sharma
(92), who moved to Dilshad
Colony developed by the DLF
from Old Delhi in 1955, said that
her family was forced to move to
this area because they were asked
to vacate their rented accommo-
dation in Old Delhi and every-
where else in Delhi at that time
was beyond their means.

Later in the 1980s, when the
DDA took over the remaining
plots and developed Dilshad
Garden, there arose a marked dis-
tinction between the areabuilt by
the DLF and that which was built
adjacent toit by the government.
“Since we were a private colony,
we still did not have access to ba-
sic amenities like electricity, wa-
ter, roads. The DDA had allameni-
ties that the middle class needed,

and residents would look down
on this area,” said Sharma.

Sharma also recollected that
since it was a flood-prone area,
during the monsoons it would be
common for her house to be sub-
merged in several inches of wa-
terand they would have to franti-
cally find space to keep valuables
from getting spoiled.

The development of the DLF-
built Dilshad Colony happened
much later in the 2000s,and only
with the intervention of the
RWAs which pooled in money
from all residents to build roads,
sewers and get water connection.
“The DDA refused to develop this
area since it was a private colony
and the DLF had already sold off
its plots to residents by then and
backed out from developing it
any further,” said Vijay Arora, a
real estate developer living in
Dilshad Colony.

Ravindran said that despite
land conditions not being amica-
ble, accessibility has historically
beenvery good in Dilshad Garden.
“Itis bound on one side by the his-
toric Grand Trunk Road that con-
nected Central Asia to the Indian
subcontinent. Later, with the com-
ing of the DDA and the develop-
ment of Noida and Ghaziabad, it
was bounded on both sides by
very important arteries,” he said.
“The Metro line too has played a
significant role in developing this
area. The red line, which was the
first Metro line to be inaugurated
in 2002 by then PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, started out fromthe ad-
jacent area of Seelampur.”

Advocate held for ‘assaulting’ cop

New Delhi: Two men,includinga
29-year-old advocate, were ar-
rested for allegedly assaulting a
head constable inside Anand
Vihar police station last week.
Police said the advocate hasbeen
identified as Satish Kumar.
Purported videos of the inci-
dent circulated online show sev-
eral men surrounding the police-
man, and physically assaulting
and berating him. One of them

can purportedly be seen holding
the policeman by the collar.

Police said they received a
call on July 30 alleging that a
woman had been physically as-
saulted in Karkardooma village.
Police found that the incident was
afallout of adispute between the
woman and a man, both resi-
dents of the village.

Police said the man was ap-
prehended in an inebriated con-

dition and brought to the station
forenquiry. Police said a group of
his associates, including his
brother Satish, then came to the
station. Police said the head con-
stable, Prakash, was at work
when he was allegedly sur-
rounded by the group, abused,
and assaulted around 2 am.

DCP (Shahdara) R
Sathiyasundaram said an FIR has
been registered. ENS

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Lid., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2022-23/11802-16 Date 05.08.2022
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Construction of Various Enclosures and Road in Marudhara Biological
Bikaner, UBN No :RRC2223WSOB00490

Construction of Phase-I1 of Medical College & Upgradation of Hospital at Sirohi..
UBN :RRC2223WLOB00485

Construction of ITI college at Chhoti
UBN :RRC2223WLOB00504
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deieR deare http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,  http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in @1
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Sadari  Distt.  Pratapgarh.| 567.00 Lakh
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APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed .“-
that one unidentified dead body | SRR

of male Namely: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, Rl/o Unknown Age:
about 35 years., Height: 574,
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Long,
Built: Thin, Wearing: Black colour
underwear, who was found in front
of GGS Hospital Raghubir Nagar,
Delhi. In this regard a case GD No.10A dated
30.07.2022 has been registered at PS: Khyala, New
Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
above deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned
on the following address or telephone nos.

Sd/- S.H.O.
Khyala, New Delhi
Tel No. 8750871132, 8700684171

DP/1016/WD/2022

JHARKHAND MEDICAL AND HEALTH
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

S

AND PROCUREMENT CORPORATION LIMITED (JMHIDPCL)
MCH BUILDING, RCH CAMPUS, NAMKUM, RANCHI - 834010
(CIN-U85100JH2013SGC001276), E-mail: jmhidpc2014@gmail.com

Ref: IMC-HR/01/Admin-15/15/ 1093  Date :06.08.2022
RECRUITMENT ADVERTISMENT

The Jharkhand Medical & Infrastructure Development &
Procurement Corporation Limited has been established by the department
of Health, Family Welfare & Medical Education, Government of Jharkhand
with primary objective of ensuring readily availability of all essential
Drugs, Surgical items and health equipment's, furniture and fixtures and
consumables in the government medical Institutions/facilities across the
state by adopting a streamlined procedure of its procurement, storage and
distributors system. To expedite the functioning of corporation. The
JMHIDPCL invites application from eligible candidate for the
appointments purely on contractual basis.

JMHIDPCL invites application from eligible candidates for the following

posts: -

Name of the Post General Manager (Procurement)

Number of Post ¢ 1(One)

Monthly Salary : 15600 -39100 with Grade pay 6600 and other

perks & allowances as per rule
Terms of employment : Contractual for 3 years which may be extended
Essential Qualification : B Tech or M-Tech in Bio - Medical Engineering
Preferential Qualification: BPharma
Reporting authority : Managing Director, JMHIDPCL
Experience : Candidate Should have more than 5 years experience
in health sector, out of which 3 years experience
in procurement of medicine /kits/drugs equipment,
tendering, Vendor management and who well versed
in Drugs& Cosmetic Act 1940,Contract Law, etc.
Method of Recruitment: On Contractual Basis
For detail Information related to eligible qualification and experience,
application form, application and selection process, duties and
responsibilities and other relevant information please visit http://https://
jmhidpcl.jharkhand.gov.in/. Last date for receipt of application is
20/08/2022 Sd/

PR 275320 Jharkhand Medical & Health Managing Director
Infrastructure Dev & Procurement Corp Ltd(22-23).D JMHIDPCL

UJVN Limited

H.O.: “UJJWAL’, Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephone: 0135- 2763808 & Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN No U40101UR2001SGC025866

Website: www.ujvnl.com
TIME EXTENSION NOTICE ~ [<11®: 06.08.2022

Due to unavoidable reasons the Tender No.10/EE (M&G)/DKN/2022-23 :
(Hiring of vehicle for school going children of employee posted at
Dhakrani Power Station.) shall now be received up to 15:00 hrs dated
16.08.2022 & opened on dated 17.08.2022 at 11:30 Hrs. Other terms &
conditions shall remain the same. For eligibility criteria and full & further
details please visit our website www.ujvnl.com EE (M&G)

THd: 500

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”
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RCH FOR MISSING/KIDNA
] General Public is hereby informed that
one girl Namely: Mosam, D/o: Murari
Singh, R/o: H.No. D-13, Back side of
sardar Tire Wale (Sunny Buddhiraja ka
makan) Rani Garden, near Ambedkar
Park, Delhi, Age: 17 years, Height: 5'5",
Face: Long, Complexion: Fair, Built:
Thin, Wearing: Red colour suit, black
colour plazzo and black colour slipper in
feet, has been missing/ kidnapped since dated 08.07.2022
at 05:00 pm from the area of P.S. Geeta Colony, Delhi. In
this regard a case vide FIR No. 400/22 U/s 363 IPC dated
25.07.2022 has been registered at P.S. Geeta colony, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
the girl but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having
any information about this girl please inform undersigned.

Website: http//cbi.nic.in
E-mail Id - cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/942/SHD/2022

SHO
P.S. Geeta Colony, Delhi
Ph.: 011-22506665, 7065036026

New Delhi

‘Harrowing... want
him behind bars’:
Woman abused
by Noida resident

MALAVIKA PRASAD
NOIDA, AUGUST 6

THE WOMAN seen standing up
to a man, who abused and
pushed her during an argument
atan upscale Noida society, told
The Indian Express on Saturday
that the experience has been
harrowing for her and her family.

The man, Shrikant Tyagi, was
on Friday booked by Noida Police
afteravideo of the incident came
to light. A resident of Grand
Omaxe society in Noida’s Sector
93B, Tyagi is currently on the run,
police said. Amid reports that he
is from the BJP, the party insisted
on Friday and Saturday that they
have no association with him.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, the woman said that
Tyagi, who lives on the ground
floor of one of 22 towers in the
residential society, first extended
the balcony area of his flat a
few years ago. “He planted palm
trees in the common lawn area
of the building in 2019. What he
was essentially trying to do is
create his own area within the
common lawn area, whichis ac-
cessible to all residents. On
Thursday, he wanted to plant a
few more plants in the common
area. |, along with other resi-
dents, mostly women, went to
the common area where the
planting was happening, and we
decided that we would pluck out
the plants. Tyagi came out and
started abusing me, calling me
names that I can’t even imagine
being addressed by. He not only
threatened me and my husband
but said, ‘Tu ped chuyegi toh main
tujhe choonga (if you touch the
tree, I will touch you)’, and also
pushed me. All of this has been
recorded in the video. It has been
such a harrowing experience for
me and my family,” said the
woman. She also thanked other
women who stood with her dur-
ing the incident.

Tyagi was booked under IPC
Section 354 (assault or criminal
force to woman with intent to
outrage her modesty). More sec-
tions were added on Saturday.

As BJP leaders Mahesh
Sharma and Sharda Chaturvedi

Shrikant Tyagi, who is on
the run, was seen on video
‘abusing and pushing’ a
woman during an argument

visited the residential society on
Saturday to assure residents of
action against the accused, the
woman told them: “I want Noida
Police to put him behind bars.”
This was met by applause from
the residents.

“He has misbehaved with a
lot of people — kabhi bachcon se,
kabhi senior citizens se, kabhi
guards se. This time, it was the
women. It has been so difficult
for me and my family; nobody
wants to hear such words about
themselves.Idon’t want words;
[ want some action to be taken,”
she told the BJP leaders.

According to the Grand
Omaxe Apartments owners’ as-
sociation/board of members, the
encroachment started over two
years ago but no action was
taken by the Noida Authority.
“Extending your balcony into the
common area of the society is
against the rules, but he went
ahead and did that despite re-
peated requests from the Board
and the residents. Earlier this
week, Tyagi called his own staff
to plant ornamental hedges in
the common area, which he
had already encroached with
the palm trees. One of us ap-
proached him to stop for the
next 24 hours. He was informed
of the frustration that the resi-
dents had been feeling, but as
soon as the 24 hours were over,
his workers started planting the
hedges again on Thursday. It was
after this that residents who had
had enough came outside and
the incident took place,” the
board members alleged.

BJP firefights: ‘Man
neither member
nor worker of party’

MALAVIKA PRASAD
NOIDA, AUGUST 6

AFTER REPORTS emerged thata
man seen abusing and pushing
a woman during an argument
was from the BJP, party leaders
Saturday headed to the Noida
residential society where the in-
cident took place two days ago.

The man, Shrikant Tyagi, was
on Friday booked by Noida Police
afteravideo of the incident came
to light. A resident of Grand
Omaxe society in Noida's Sector
93B, Tyagi is currently on the
run, police said.

BJP MP from Gautam Budh
Nagar, Dr Mahesh Sharma, met
residents along with Manoj
Gupta, district president of the
BJP in Noida, and Sharda
Chaturvedi, the party’s Mahila
Morcha Adhyaksh. The meeting
saw residents raise questions
about his alleged association
with the party.

Sharma said, “I was in-
formed of the incident yester-
day pursuant to which cog-
nizance has been taken by
Home Minister Amit Shah and
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh
(Yogi Adityanath), and I have
been directed to speak with you
today along with other leaders
present. The incident which has
been captured in the video re-
quires no witnesses anymore. |
have been informed by Noida
Police that more sections have
been added to the FIR registered
against the accused. [wanttoas-
sure you that this man is not as-
sociated with our party. He may
have clicked a photo with a
party leader; that's a separate is-
sue.l have lived in Noida for the
past 49 years. The actions de-
picted by Tyagi cannot be ac-
cepted by the party. The whole
party is standing with you; I

want the women who are like
my sisters and daughters to be
restassured. National President
of the party, J P Nadda, has also
taken cognizance of the inci-
dent. Tyagi’s background is sub-
ject of investigation but in my
entire political life, | have never
seen this man in any pro-
gramme of the party. He should
be given the strictest punish-
ment. Tyagi is neither a member
nor a worker of the party.”
Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Law
and Order, Ranvijay Singh,
meanwhile, shared an update
on the case: “On Friday after-
noon, a video went viral on so-
cial media where a man living
inasociety in Sector 93, identi-
fied as Shrikant Tyagi, was seen
misbehaving with a woman.
Noida Police took cognizance of
the matter as soon as we were
informed and an FIR was regis-
tered against the accused.
Several police teams were dis-
patched to arrest him. We have
detained four people close to
the accused and have been
questioning them. A lot of infor-
mation has been collected from
them. There were three cars
found in the society premises,
of which two cars found in
contravention of Motor Vehicles
Act which have been seized.
Another car, a Fortuner, carried
a UP government logo, against
which another FIR has been reg-
istered against the accused.
Police teams are continuously
searching for all possible
whereabouts of the accused. [
want to inform that Tyagi was
not provided any security per-
sonnel by Gautam Budh Nagar
Commissionerate Police, as op-
posed to what is being said on
social media. We will arrest the
accused very soon and strictac-
tion will be taken against him.”
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‘Want to show India can bring out smaller, cost-effective SLV' RCP Singh quits

JD(U) after
party questions
his land deals

Ex-Union minister says allegations a
‘conspiracy’, calls party a ‘sinking ship’

WITH THE maiden flight for
ISRO’s newly developed three-
stage solid fuel Small Satellite
Launch Vehicle (SSLV-D1) sched-
uled for Sunday morning, the
space agency’'s chairperson
S SOMANATH speaks to
ANONNA DUTT about what the
quick turn-around-time for the
rocket will mean for the com-
mercial space sector. Excerpts:

What are the challenges that
you are watching out for the
mission?

First and foremost, it is a
completely new rocket. Itis nota
variant of any existing rockets.
And, not only is it newly devel-
oped, it will also use many new
technologies for the first time. So,
in that sense we have to be ex-
tremely careful for the first
launch of the vehicle.

Otherwise, what we look for
any launch - whether the satel-
lite goes to the right orbit or not.
The whole thing has been pro-
grammed in the system; we don’t
really have to do anything once
we give the command for lift-off,

itwill do everything itself.

What we do now is some
testing on ground till the launch
to ensure everything is all right.
We do many rehearsal simula-
tions at the computer level,
check data from ground stations,
and several other tests till the
time of lift-off.

It will take around 800 sec-
onds to inject the satellites.

What new technologies are
being used in this launch
vehicle?

There are methods by which
solid propulsion stages are de-
fined in ISRO, we have made
some departures in this, which
includes making the design such
that it can be assembled very,
very fast. The current arrange-
ments are also such that it takes
certain amount of time to a
launch, these constraints were
removed, which means there are
certain defined risks for this. But
we have done a very rigorous
testing to prove this approach.

These changes make for fast
production, assembly, dis-as-

KCR writes to PM, says
will boycott Niti meet

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 6

TELANGANA CHIEF Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao has decided
to boycott the Niti Aayog meet-
ing to be held Sunday.

“Itis a painful decision, but I
had to take it to express my re-
sentment towards the Centre’s at-
titude.I have writtenaletter to the
Prime Minister regarding this,” he
said. Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Saturday evening, KCR
said Niti Aayog has become rud-
derless.He also said the NDA gov-
ernmentat the Centre failed to ful-
fil the promises it made to the
people, and that it did not bother
about Niti Aayog, so there was no
point in attending the meeting.

“The message (from the
Centre to the states) is either you
dowhat we say or we will punish
you,” KCR said. “Our boycott and
protest is aimed at hoping that
the PM will change his ways...,”

The state spent Rs 1,90,000
crore in the last financial year, but

Persecuted

minorities from
Pak can practice
medicine: NMC

New Delhi: Opening its doors to
persecuted minorities who fled
Pakistan to practice medicine in
India, the National Medical
Commission (NMC) on Saturday
allowed permanent registration
for them after an examination. All
doctors have to be registered with
their respective state commis-
sions to practice anywhere in the
country, the NMC stated.

This will be applicable only for
people who fled Pakistan and ob-
tained citizenship in India on or
before December 31, 2014. “The
applicant must possess a valid
medical qualification and had
been practicing in Pakistan prior
to his/her migration to India,” the
notification said. All such people
have been given time until
September 5 tofill online applica-
tionsonthe NMCwebsite. Theex-
amination will be conducted “by
the commission or any agency au-
thorised by the commission, the
notification said. ENS

the amount received for central
government schemes was justRs
5,000 crore, the Chief Minister
said. He also slammed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for crit-
icising welfare schemes by call-
ing them freebies. “Giving pen-
sions to handicapped or disabled
peopleisafreebie? Helping farm-
ersby giving a financial incentive
so that their lands do not remain
barrenis a freebie?” he asked.
Inhisletter to the PM, KCR said
Niti Aayog was started asan insti-
tution with the lofty objective of
bringing the states on the same
page with the Centre for ensuring
equitable development of the
country in the spirit of coopera-
tive federalism. “But recent un-
pleasant happenings have given
rise to an inescapable realisation
that the federal structure of India
is being systematically eroded by
some deliberate actions by the
GovernmentofIndia..,” he wrote.

NITI AAYOG HITS
BACK AT KCR pAGE 12

Increase jabs:
Health secy to
states with rising
Covid-19 cases

New Delhi: Union health secre-
tary Rajesh Bhushan has written
to seven states reporting high
number of Covid-19 cases, to-
gether contributing 54.2% of the
fresh cases reported during the
week ending on August 5, to en-
sure adequate testing, promote
Covid-appropriate behaviour
and increase the pace of vacci-
nation to contain the surge.

In a letter to Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Delhi, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, and Odisha,
Bhushan said the upcoming fes-
tivals and mass congregations in
the country could facilitate
transmission of Covid-19.

The states have been asked to
ensure “adequate testing...
while maintaining the recom-
mended share of RT-PCR tests”
and closely monitor districts re-
porting high number of cases
and positivity rate along with
clusters to prevent spread of the
infection. ENS

THEEXPRESS
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WITH
S SOMANATH
ISRO CHAIRPERSON

sembly. [t makes it convenient to
assemble in both horizontal and
vertical conditions, making it
very flexible for operations. (The
current PSLV and GSLV canbe as-
sembled only vertically.)
Second major change is that
we roped in Indian industries for
manufacturing this rocket thatare
not traditionally into rocket-man-

ufacturing. That gives us - one,
there are many more vendors;
two, they are cost-effective as
compared tothebig players; three,
it can be done with less compact
machines making it easier to pro-
duce anywhere. There features
were made part of the design.

The third important change is
the electronics. Almost 90% of the
electronics - computers, data
sending, pyro, power system —
thatwe usein thisrocket are new
design...have undergone rigorous
testing. The importance of these
new things is that we have gone
for low-cost electronics, meaning
all of them are not aerospace
grade, rather commercial-grade
electronics. The commercial elec-
tronics are available at much
lower costs but it has a risk of fail-
ure, which we counter with steps
like appropriate design, enough
redundancies, etc.

We also have new algorithms
and software that depends more
on our NaVIC as compared to
previous PSLV.

Also, because we are going
for commercial use, its size and

BALLOT BATTLE

(Clockwise from top) Union ministers Anupriya Patel, Darshana Jardosh and Sadhvi Niranjan
Jyoti with other MPs during the Vice-Presidential election at Parliament House on Saturday;
Congress president Sonia Gandhi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah cast their vote.

volume becomes lesser because
itis a more compact design. The
production and procurement
time becomes lesser.

So, what will be the
turnaround time for the SSLV?

From procurement, making
parts, and reaching the final level
takes sixmonth. But, theidea here
is to manufacture the parts and
keep them at someplace, and
when needed just assemble and
launch. Itisaserial production sys-
tem. It’s just like buying a car. The
company doesn’t start to make it
after you put in the order.

Our planistomakeitavailable
in a week’s time - the assembly
canbe doneintwodays, twodays
of testing, and the next two days
we are doing the rehearsal and
launch. (It takes months of plan-
ning and manufacturing for the
other Isro rockets.) We have al-
ready done that this time.

What happens after the
launch?

After the launch, we will do
experiments on the upper stage

Prem Nath Pandey

on whether it can be re-started,
whether it can go to another or-
bit, whether it can do some ma-
noeuvres.

This rocket is mainly meant
for commercial launch of
small satellites. How will
India’s reach in the global
space market change once it
becomes operational?

This will be based on certain
projections that show a large
number of small satellites will be
launched. The projections are
based on recent market evolu-
tions where interest is in small
satellites in low earth orbit.
Correspondingly, there are also
many small rockets that are
coming up, including our start-
ups that are making it in the 100-
200 kg class...

ISRO doesn’t want to operate
SSLV asacommercial activity. Our
planistodemonstrate that yes we
canbringoutasmaller cost-effec-
tive satellite launch vehicle in India.
We want then the industries to
takeiton.. FULLINTERVIEW ON

www.indianexpress.com

FIR against
Cong leaders for
defying Sec 144

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

ADAY after Congress leaders de-
fied prohibitory orders on Friday
and took out protests in the New
Delhi district, the Delhi Police on
Saturday registered an FIR
against them for obstructing
public servants and injuring
them to deter them from per-
forming their duties.

DCP (New Delhi) Amrutha
Guguloth said, “We have regis-
tered an FIR at Tughlaq Road po-
lice station under IPC sections 186
(obstructing public servants), 188
(disobeying order of public ser-
vant) 332 (voluntary hurt to de-
ter public servant from duty)and
34 (common intention).”

Police said another FIR has
beenregistered under IPCSection
188 against Congress leaders and
party workers for violating
Section 144 of the CrPC..

On Friday, Congress leaders
protested across New Delhi dis-
trict against inflation and price
rise despite Section 144 prohibit-
ing assembly, except at Jantar
Mantar, said police. A letter re-
garding the same had been sent
by the New Delhi district police to
AICC secretary general K C
Venugopal on Thursday.

Police said protests took place
at Akbar Road, Vijay Chowk and
Jantar Mantar. Police alleged offi-
cers were manhandled while try-
ing to contain the situation.

Patriotic fervour should be inculcated in youth: PM

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

AZAADI KA Amrit Mahotsav is a
“sanskar utsav for the youth”,
which will fill them with “undy-
ing passion to contribute for the
country”, said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi while address-
ing the third national committee
meeting on Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav here on Saturday.
Modi said the patriotic fer-
vour seen during the freedom
struggle was unprecedented, and
it is the same fervour “that we
need to inculcate in our current
generation and channelise it for

(IR

nation-building”. He said Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav is creating an
atmosphere of patriotic zeal in
the country and it is a great op-
portunity to establish the emo-
tional connect of the youth with
the task of nation-building.
Highlighting the contribution
of freedom fighters from tribal

Charting Mr V-P’s career: From court of

law to electoral politi

SANTANU CHOWDHURY,
DEEP MUKHERJEE &
SUKHBIRSIWACH
KOLKATA, JAIPUR,
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 6

BJP-LED NDA candidate and for-
mer West Bengal Governor,
Jagdeep Dhankhar, 71, was elected
14th Vice President of India on
Saturday, trouncing Opposition’s
nominee, Margaret Alva, comfort-
ably by securing 528 votes against
the latter's 182 in the poll.

Since July 2019, when he was
appointed the Governor of West
Bengal, Dhankhar had beenatlog-
gerheads with the Mamata
Banerjee-led TMCgovernmenton
arange of issues.

For a leader known more for
his run-ins with the Banerjee gov-

Vice President-elect Jagdeep
Dhankhar in New Delhi on
Saturday. Prem Nath Pandey

ernment as Governor,and whom
theTMChad oftenaccused of act-
ing as an “agent of BJP”, the first
election Dhankhar contested was
on aJanata Dal ticket in 1989 Lok
Sabha polls,and then HaryanaCM
Devi Lal had vigorously cam-
paigned for him.

Ranyjit Singh Chautala, Devi
Lal’s son and a minister in the
present Haryana government,
told The Indian Express: “Dhankhar
is like a family member. He came
into politics after being influenced
by DeviLal.”

Ranjit Chautala recalled that
when Devi Lal called arally of the
Opposition at Delhi’s Boat Clubin
1987, Dhankhar brought 500 ve-
hicles full of people from
Jhunjhunu to participate init. Devi
Lal was obviously impressed —
“He called him (Dhankhar) from
his home and offered a Janata Dal
ticket to contest from Jhunjhunu
Lok Sabha constituency in 1989.”
Dhankhar won the election and
became a minister in the V P
Singh-led government when Devi
Lal became Deputy PM.

His next election was for the

cs and Governor

Rajasthan Assembly — this time
on a Congress ticket. He repre-
sented Kishangarh in the
Assembly from 1993 to 1998.
Dhankhar, a graduate from
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur,
who completed his LLB degree in
1978-79,isalsoaformer president
of Rajasthan HC Bar Association.
After he joined BJP, Dhankhar,
aJat leader, became the national
convener of the saffron party’s law
and legal affairs department in
2016. BJP sources said he had in
the past “extended solid support
both politically and through legal
advice and assistance” to BJP,RSS
and its affiliates. Born into a
farmer’s family at Kithana village
in Jhunjhunu district in 1951,
Dhankhar studied at a local gov-
ernment school before going to
Sainik school in Chittorgarh.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
with JKNC
president Farooq
Abdullah in New
Delhion
Saturday. P11

communities, Modi said people
should pay tribute by building
tribal museums at local level.
Among members of the
committee who attended the
meeting were Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Manipur and
West Bengal Governor La
Ganesan, Chief Ministers Yogi

Adityanath, Ashok Gehlot,
Naveen Patnaik and Mamata
Banerjee, Maharashtra Deputy
CM Devendra Fadnavis, MPs
Farooq Abdullah and Sharad
Pawar, BJP president | P Nadda,
senior officials, spiritual leaders,
artists and film personalities.
The committee members
gave an overview of the activi-
ties taken up by them under
Amrit Mahotsav and also gave
their suggestions and inputs to
further strengthen the cam-
paign. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah explained that more
than 60,000 programmes have
been organised in the country till
date under Amrit Mahotsav.

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, AUGUST 6

THE JANATA Dal (United) on
Saturday accused its former
chief RCP Singh of “huge irregu-
larities” in declaring land assets,
prompting him to announce his
resignation and call the party a
“sinking ship” — the coda to a
dramatic internal fall from grace.

In a letter to Singh on August
4, ]D(U) Bihar president Umesh
Kushwaha soughtareply toanal-
legation — made by two un-
named JD(U) “workers” —that he
bought atleast 47 plots of land in
Nalanda between 2013 and 2022.

Over this time, Singh held
several different positions: JD(U)
general secretary (organisation),
Rajya Sabha MP, JD(U) national
president and Union minister.

In his 2016 Rajya Sabha elec-
tion affidavit, Singh showed one
shared immovable asset worth
Rs 4.86 lakh (his share) at
Asthawan village. He had de-
clared moveable assets worth
around Rs 2.53 crore and over Rs
15 lakh in his wife’s name.

Singh was recently forced to
step down as aUnion minister af-
terJD(U)declined to field him for
a third Rajya Sabha term. A for-
mer Uttar Pradesh-cadre IAS of-
ficer, Singh had taken VRS in 2010
to join politics. He had served as
the principal secretary to Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar during his
first five years as CM and rose
rapidly within the party ranks.

His relationship with Nitish
soured after he accepted the
ministerial position without the
CM'’s consent — and over his per-
ceived closeness to BJP. Singh
had also been asked to give up
the party chief’s post.

The tensions finally cametoa
head with Kushwaha’s letter to
Singh. In the letter, the state
party chief presented a list of

RCP Singh was recently
forced to stepdownasa
Union minister after JD(U)
declined to field him fora
third Rajya Sabha term

land deals showing that Singh al-
legedly purchased the plots (to-
talling 1,600 decimals of land)in
the name of his wife Girja Singh
and two daughters at Asthawan
and Islampur blocks of Nalanda.

The estimated government
rate of one decimal land varied
from Rs 15,000 to Rs 40,000 at
the time of purchase. The cur-
rent value of land in Asthawan
and Islampur ranges from Rs
25,000toRs 90,000 per decimal.

Separately, Kushwaha had
written toJD(U) national president
RajivRanjan Singh on 26 July with
alistof land purchases, itis learnt.

Addressing the former Union
minister, Kushwaha wrote in
Hindi: “Two JD(U) friends from
Nalanda have made a written
complaint to me with evidence
that you have accumulated huge
property between 2013 and
2022. There seem to be huge ir-
regularities.”

Singh told reporters in
Nalanda: “They should have di-
rectly asked me to explain (the
land plot purchases) rather than
writing to me, quoting two peo-
ple... There is a conspiracy
against me. [ am resigning right
now from primary membership
of the party. J]D(U) is a sinking
ship. Sirf jhola dhonewale log
bache hai. Mai kahta hoon idhar
aa jao (only hangers-on are left.
I advise people to join me).”

DMK mouthpiece says
Nirmala needs patience to
figure out India’s finances

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, AUGUST 6

SUGGESTING THAT Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman can
seek funds later but it is high time
for her to “find a little patience”,
Murasoli, the mouthpiece of ruling
DMK in Tamil Nadu, on Saturday
asked her to slow down and “fig-
ure out the truth about the coun-
try’s finances”.

The editorial was published in
response to Sitharaman's speech
in Parliament on August 1 on
price-rise, increase in GST rates,
and taxes on petrol and diesel.

Responding to her remarks on
Tamil Nadu and the Opposition's
demand to reduce fuel prices, the
editorial asked whether
Sitharaman was aware that the

state had reduced taxes on fuel in
August 2021. Quoting Telangana
Chief Minister Chandrasekhar
Rao’s statement that “those who
increased fuel prices should re-
duce it,” the editorial stated,
“When there are questions aimed
at you, answer them instead of
throwing blame at others as your
answer...”

Taking on Sitharaman’s con-
tention that states are equally re-
sponsible for GST rates, state
Finance Minister Palanivel
Thiagarajan, meanwhile, said
“one hundred percent” of the
GST Council's agenda is decided
by the Centre, “without consult-
ing the states”.

He said although GST is seen
as a model of federalism, the
Centre uses the GST Council asa
“rubber stamp”.

In high-security cell, Partha Chatterjee
spends most of his first night sitting

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, AUGUST 6

PARTHA CHATTTERJEE spent a
tough first night at the Presidency
Central Correctional Home’s high-
security block on Friday, with
American Centre attack master-
mind Aftab Ansari among his fel-
low inmates, a ceiling fan against
the heat, and blankets for mat-
tress.

Jail officials said adespondent
Chatterjeeresisted being takenin-
side the jail at first,and wanted an
air-conditioned room. When that
didn’t materialise, he reportedly
sat for a long time on the com-
mode of the toilet inside his cell
tillit broke. He then finally lay on
the blanket on the floor.

On Friday, the Enforcement

Partha Chattterjee

Directorate Special Court in
Kolkata sent Chatterjee and his
aide ArpitaMukherjee to 14 days’
judicial custody. While Chatterjee
was brought to the Presidency
Central Correctional Home,
Mukherjee was taken to Alipur
Women'’s Correctional Home.
“He (Chatterjee) did not want
to go inside the jail at first. It took
us an hour to convince him.

New Delhi

Immediately, he demanded an
air-conditioned room. No one
paid any heed. He was searched
according torules and then taken
tothe Poils Baish (1-22)cell block.
He was putin Cell No. 2,” a senior
jail official jail.

Poila Baish is the most-secure
cellblockin thejail, watched 24X7.
Ithouses, apart from Ansari, those
convicted for serious crimes, and
inmates on death row.

About his meals, the official
said he had asked for chapatis and
said no torice. “He was given cha-
patis, sabzi and dal for dinner. He
ate thatsitting on the commode.”
He has his medicines with himin
the cell. Another official said
Chatterjee had been placedinthe
high-security facility to minimise
his interaction with anyone, in-
cluding other convicts. “Senior

jailors have been directed to visit
his cell every hour. Officials have
also been asked to keep commu-
nication with him toaminimum.”

While visibly shakenwhen he
came, the former minister ap-
peared to have calmed down by
Saturday morning, sources said,
and had tea and biscuits.

The Alipur Women'’s Central
Correctional Home where
Mukherjee is housed is about five
minutes' drive away. An official
said she had beendistraught. “She
kept on crying and did not have
dinner. This morning she had tea
and biscuits.”

The ED claims to have recov-
ered more than Rs 50 crore in
cash, among other assets, from
properties linked to Mukherjee,
and allegedly connected to
Chatterjee.
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ustice Chandrachud:
Being tolerant doesn’t

mean blind conformity

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, AUGUST 6

BEING ACCEPTING or tolerant of
others’ opinion does not mean
“blind conformity” or “not stand-
ing up against hate speech”,
Supreme Court judge Justice DY
Chandrachud said Saturday.
“The words famously attrib-
uted to Voltaire, ‘I disapprove of
what you say, but I will defend
your right to say it' must be incor-
porated into our being. Make no
mistake, being accepting and tol-
erant of the opinions of others, by
no means translates into blind
conformity and it does not mean
not standing up against hate
speech,” Justice Chandrachud said
during a convocation address at
Gujarat National Law University
in Gandhinagar Saturday.
“Stepping into the world as
fresh graduates,amid the increas-
ing noise and confusion, of polit-
ical, social and moral clashes of
ideology, you must be guided by
the thought of your own con-
science, and equitable reason.
Speak truth to power. Maintain
your composure in the face of un-
speakable social injustices and
utilise your good fortune and priv-
ilege to remedy them,” he said in
the pre-recorded video message.
Justice Chandrachud empha-
sised that law must not be con-
fused with justice and also pointed
out that the students, over the
course of their career, would often
realise that “what is legal is prob-

Supreme
Court judge
JusticeDY
Chandrachud

ably unjust, whereas what is just
may not always be legal.”

Citing several examples, in-
cluding the striking down of
Section 377, lack of child labour
Igislations for the longest time,and
minimum wages being aresult of
recent labour movements across
the world, he said, “All these issues
existed simultaneously with the
institutions of law. However, we
now agree that they were unjust.
There continue to be laws as well
aslackof regulations, which push
the marginalised, deeperinto the
pockets of marginalisation.”

It is also important to look for
ways in which laws can be
reimagined and redefined to
make them better and more just,
he added. “Atall junctures where
you do have the opportunity of
working towards social justice,
and furthering rights in smalland
big ways, you must remember the
importance of differentiating be-
tweenlaw and justice and (using)
the law as a step to advance jus-
tice... the journey to justice does
not stop at a midpoint, or where
we feel that we are being less un-
justthanthe others," he said at the
11th convocation of the GNLU
where 247 students received de-
grees for UG, postgraduate, doc-
toral and MBA programmes.

5 MUMBAI RAILWAY VIKAS CORPORATION LIMITED

\?ﬁ' www.mrvc.indianrailways.gov.in
TENDER NOTICE

(No. MRVC/Pune/W/IRICEN Hostel/02 Dated 05.08.2022 )
Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation, Mumbai invites
open tender (E-tender, Two Packets) from eligible
contractors for the work of: Construction of Multi-storied
Hostel Building (and dismantling of existing Hostel)
including general electrification, Air Conditioning,
firefighting etc. in IRICEN premises, Koregaonpark,
Pune. Approximate Cost of work: ¥ 61.79 crore
(without GST), Bid security: ¥ 37,96,100.00/- Pre-bid
Meeting:18/08/2022 11:00, Tender closing date:
22/09/2022 14:00 hrs, completion period 36 months.
For more details please visit www.ireps.gov.in

POWER FINANCE CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Maharatna Company)
Registered Office: Urjanidhi,1, Barakhamba Lane,
110001, India

Connaught Place, New Delhi -
Email:investorsgrievance@pfcindia.com,

Website: www.pfcindia.com; CIN: L65910DL1986G01024862
Tel: +91 11 23456000, Fax: +91 11 23412545

NOTICE OF POSTAL BALLOT & REMOTE E-VOTING

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 108, 110 and other
applicable provisions, if any, of the Companies Act, 2013 read with
Rule 20 and 22 of the Companies (Management and Administration)

DHANBAD ADDITIONAL SESSIONS JUDGE MURDER

Convicts duo gets rigorous
imprisonment till death

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, AUGUST 6

LAKHAN VERMA and Rahul
Verma, who were convicted by a
Sessions Court in Jharkhand’s
Dhanbad last month for murder-
ing Additional Sessions Judge
Uttam Anand, have been sen-
tenced torigorous imprisonment
till death, defence lawyer Kumar
Bimlendu said on Saturday.

A fine of Rs 30,000 has also
been imposed on both the con-
victs. The sentencing came a year

Fake stamp paper
racket busted, 11
held in Karnataka

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, AUGUST 6

THE CENTRAL Crime Branch
(CCB) of the Karnataka Police ar-
rested a gang of 11, including a
father-son duo, on charges of
selling fake stamp papers.

The arrested have beeniden-
tified as Vishwanath, 57, his son
Karthik, 29, both residents of
SBM Colony; Venkatesh, 54, of
Sanjay Nagar; and Shamaraju,
48, of Nagashettyhalli. Their as-
sociates Shashidhar, Kariyappa,
Ravishankar, Shivashankarappa,
Gunashekar, Raghav and Kishore
have also been arrested.

Joint Commissioner of Police
(Crime)Raman Gupta said 2,664
fake stamp papers worth over Rs
5 lakh, a computer and printer,
around 119 fake seals of various
government departments and
fake documents were seized.

after Judge Anand was hit by an
auto-rickshaw during his morn-
ing walk on July 28 last year,and
he succumbed to head injuries
later.

ASJ Rajni Kant Pathak held
the two accused, Lakhan Verma
and Rahul Verma, guilty under
Indian Penal Code sections 302
(murder) and 201 (causing dis-
appearance of evidence)and un-
der 34 (common intention).

Defence Counsel Kumar
Bimlendu said: “For IPC sections
302, 34, the convicts were sen-
tenced to rigorous imprison-

ment till death, and Rs 20,000
fine, each. For IPC Section 201,
the court sentenced 10 years of
imprisonment and Rs 10,000,
each. However, the detailed
court judgment will be out on
Tuesday.”

The prosecution had said that
the motive of the crime was to
snatch the victim’s mobile
phone, and thatit was a premed-
itated act that warranted a con-
viction under IPC Section 302.
The defence had, however,
pleaded thatit was notan “inten-
tional hit” and that it attracted

Smooth day for CUET;
some not following
protocols, says NTA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

THE COMMON University
Entrance Test(CUETUG)2022 had
alargely smooth run on Saturday,
with no last minute cancellation,
evenas Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan held a
meeting on technical glitches
holding up the test in many cen-
tres over the last two days.

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) hinted that it might act
against certain centres for “failing
to comply with the laid down pro-
tocols” resulting in repeated
glitches, causing inconvenience to
thousands of students. Exams in
50 centres, where 9,000 candi-
dates were assigned slots, have al-
ready been postponed by the NTA.

The agency will announce
fresh dates for the candidates af-
fected by the cancellation at
those centres. While August 20
was the last day of the CUET-UG
second phase, which started on
August 4, the NTA is likely to ex-
tend the exam by a few days.

“There were no cancellations
on Saturday. If students have still
faced issues during the exam,
they can write to us and we will
check at the back end and ad-
dress their issues,” said an NTA
official.

During the day, Pradhan also
chaired a meeting in the pres-
ence of Ministry of Education,
NTA, University  Grants
Commission (UGC),and All India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) officials to review the
arrangements for the test.

only the charge of culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder.

Jharkhand Police had con-
ducted initial investigation into
the death and had arrested both
the accused. The Jharkhand gov-
ernment had subsequently
handed over the investigation to
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), which had
re-registered the case and filed
the charge sheet in October last
year. The sessions court framed
charges on February 2 this year,
and after 35 hearings, completed
the trial.

Idukki dam brimming,
Kerala sounds red alert

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 6

KERALA GOVERNMENT on
Saturday sounded a red alert at
Idukki dam which is brimming
fast in the wake of heavy inflow
coupled with the increased dis-
charge from Mullaperiyar dam.

The water level at the dam
reached 2,382.50 ft on Saturday
as against the full reservoir level
of 2,403 ft. District administra-
tions in Idukki and Ernakulam
have asked people living on the
banks of Periyar river, including
sub-urban Kochi region, to remain
alertinthe eventofincreased wa-
ter outflow from the dam.

On Friday, Tamil Nadu had

lifted three shutters of
Mullaperiyar dam where water
level had reached 137 ft, to re-
lease 534 cusecs of water into
Periyar, which eventually flows
to Idukki dam. However, as in-
flow remained robust, Tamil
Nadu lifted seven more shutters
of Mullaperiyar and increased
the outflow to 2,122 cusecs at
night. However, water level at
Mullaperiyar went up to 138.10
ftat 9 am on Saturday.

By discharging water from
Idukki dam before the level
reaches the full reservoir level
(FRL) of 2,403 ft, the government
islooking to avert a repeat of the
devastating flood of 2018 when
it delayed a decision to release
water from Idukki and other
reservoirs.

As locals, media swarm to take a look,
family takes glrl to unknown location

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, AUGUST 6

ON SATURDAY, the Gilbert Hill
residence of the 16-year-old girl
who was reunited with her fam-
ily after nine years, was swarm-
ing with activity as mediaper-
sons, local residents and relatives
made abeeline to the Karnataka
Milan Welfare society to catcha
glimpse of “Girl no. 166”.

Such was the crowd that the
girl's family had whisked her away
to an unknown location fearing
that she may be harmed or in-
jured. Her paternal uncle told The
Sunday Express, “There was so
much crowd that our lawyer told
us to ensure that she was pro-
tected. We then moved her away
to another location and will pro-
duce her whenever the police

The girl with her mother in
Mumbai. Mohamed Thaver

wanttotalktoher.” Thiswasaday
after the girl, just seven when she
wentmissingonJanuary 22,2013,
was reunited with her family. The
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Tendering Tender Notice

Divisional Railway Manager (Works) North Central Railway, Jhansi, for
and on behalf of the President of India, invites sealed "Open Tender" through on

Line (E-Tendering) for the following work.:-

2 gy, I TSR U Cloaf@ieret seredieereT foso
Wﬁ/ﬁﬁmméﬁaﬁ/wﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬁm%@maﬁaﬁ%l
T @1 eRIER g=RIRT v (AfIaT o SreremRi 1=, fage aryor wvs—
e, STRT & TeT ¥ (M) WA HEAT 628705501013, IFSC Code ICIC0006287, 3TS.
V.3 3. I, ST Ul STTRT) RTGS/NEFT & HIETH 3 =R RAT=IR0T
forar ST ot ufy (Z.81.81R. AT G4 faids, S @ir e, €Iy ud
BT ) TR & WT-UIH & STAT AT Afard N7 | relgwdieRaal of T
PROT gAY AT AR B &1 0T S1BR 8T | IR et 1 fIfr o sraeprer
B BT 2 H I arTel B g &7 @lefl SR | eRTER SvRIRT & 37T |
fafaer o= faar =72 foar s | 1 et fafaer W d—o5 / sosrfio / faea

16-year-old was found living 500
m from her home in Andheri
(West).HarryJoseph D'Souzaand
his wife Soni D'Souza had report-
edly kidnapped her as they were
desperate forachild. While Harry
has been arrested, Soni has been
called for questioning.

On Saturday, recounting the
day of her kidnapping, the girl
said the incident took place
when her brother, who was
walking ahead of her, had en-
tered the school. “I was lured by
(Harry) D'Souza on the pretext
of getting anice-cream. While he
did buy me anice-cream, he took
me to Haji Malang in Kalyan. I
kept crying, so he threatened to
throw me off the hill. Initially
they were good to me, but after
they had adaughterin 2015, they
would beat me up with a belt,
rolling pin etc,” the girl said.

ROW OVER ‘URDU SCHOOLS’

Jharkhand scrapped,
then reinstated
Friday offs last year

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, AUGUST 6

URYYT FUS—dRI TR/ 22—23— AT IR WU, IRT & I
SRR 7g BRICRT Tl & " 9 fAouno Suavs—{gdi 3T & fordl Ua 3158
IISTel ATferd a8+ 7 SR & (SN Bic H) (09 W18 & ford) <@ & =g | fAifdar
YJeh—560.00 Td ERTER MTR1—2000.00, AT Yo / eR1ER IR ST 3 b forfor—
25,/08/2022 THA 17:00 &1 | draterd | Afder woar urd axe @ fafd-
26,/08,/2022 HHI 11:00 9o b, dRITad H Afder wud S A Bl

THE JHARKHAND government has said that there
were 407 schools in the state that had been de-
clared “Urdu schools”, and 509 schools that were
“illegally” giving a weekly off on Friday instead of
Sunday. The statement by minister Alamgir Alam
came in response to a question in the state

Eulels, 201'3, Regulatior; F:M 0|f SEBIZEH?EQ Obligaltigns dang E-Tender Description of Work  |Approx Cost| Earnest | |Rif3—26 /08 /2022 13:00 ao a5, fifder @iem @1 -0 26.08.2022 w1 Assﬁ?;ﬂﬁg%f?g&"fﬁ{ﬁﬂ@??ﬁgg&?;dosfiﬂlﬂﬁ
isclosure Requirements) Regulations, , Secretarial Standar N 7 M 7 . P e fedr) arferem) stfra=ar, ﬁﬁg 1 -
issued by ICSI on General Meetings (“SS-2”) (including any b i i i i ®) oney ()] | 15:00 1 (A€ HerH T { T ) Co. a qr\‘rq'uT moved the word 'Urdu’ from their names, and that
statutory amendment(s), modification(s) or re-enactment(s) thereof, JHS-ENGG. | Bina-Jhansi Section: Supplying E‘U@'—ﬁ[?ﬁ'q‘—STFRT, e sy SotTell 34, $Hal IS, IRT s fRa 4 459 of the 509 schools had “rectified” the move to
for the time being in force), read with General Circulars dated April 8, C.2022.87 & fixing of various safety boards fyorell 99~ y=TH:624—fJ0UTovE0 /03110 /@J,?'ﬁ frfaer / fa=1i®:06.08.2022 . . « o
; - ; -2022- ) give Fridays off. “Orders have been passed toinitiate
2020, April 13, 2020,read with other relevant circulars and General & other track related ancillary| 3198642.57 | 64000.00 . . ine officials” the mini dded
Circular No. 3/2022 dated May 5, 2022 issued by Ministry of item under ADEN/Lalitpur sub- action against erring officials,” t emlmstnra. ed.
Corporate Affairs (MCA), the Company is seeking approval of its division. BT AR = InJanuary 2021, orders by Jharkhand’s Primary
members for passing of ordinary resolution as set out in the Postal %@' Education Directorate showed that the weekly offs
Ballot Notice dated August 5, 2022 by way of remote e-voting: Date of closing Tender: 26.08.2022 at 15:00 hrs. IR GUS NI e on Fridays had been cancelled and then reinstated
ﬁggﬁ:ggfgég:;gg%?z;ﬁy gfnli(’lz:))\ivl\le?gg 9633300) Date of completion/period from issue acceptance letter: 06 Months. m :rg m—25 nine days later after .ObjeCtions We.re rai_sed.
Government Nominee Director on the Board of SBT3 o= H&I—10 /080 /2022—2023 Aletter by the Prlmary.Educatlon Directorate
Directors of Power Finance Corporation Limited. @ Tender on line can be submitted upto 15:00 hrs on 26.08.2022 [N et = . dated January 22,2021 said that after the Frlday
Members are hereby informed that: @ For full details and submission of bid please see the indian Railway website _E e v ) ) X B §§ ar &‘mﬁs o, offs were cancelled, “Various teachers' associa-
1. In compliance of above-mentioned provisions, the Company has | |www.ireps.gov.in. 1007/22 (ADM) (https://etender.up.nic.in) RS . ST ¢ ¢ tions have come forward to keep the weekly hol-
completed the dispatch of Postal Ballot Notice only through | : — — 5 : ShaNl W fiAid 26082022 B IAWE 300 W TH FMEFHT B Wil 2| fifder @ iday as on Friday as it was earlier. Therefore, after
e-mail, on Friday August 5, 2022, to those shareholders whose North central railways _www.ncrindianrailways gov.in M| @CPRONCR & @northcentralrailway i el o b R AT o e B TR Bl B TS B e i L i Sl e R i) 5 R her : L 1l
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on the cut-off date i.e. Wednesday, August 3, 2022. Further, Korba District Urban Public Service Society, Korba SR qun § um BRET anrd wriRaw ¥ 9w awy @iel wrnh | BRe Reie 17.08.2002 B Friday, and Sunday will be a working day.”
'gf;)g:l%'aﬁg{)%rﬂ r’]“a%“r?gt Sé%nr?sgﬁtﬂoiﬁ'g?Smrit%ngoig F.N0./2022/77 Korba Dated. 05.08.2022| | yafes 11.00 oot @1 farfies 26082022 1 STRTE 4,00 T T TSI /AeAS ) w1 bl & The controversy took off in Jharkhand after
ballot. Hence, the members are required to communicate their REP 1;((])1T ICE | rat B faRor P g \S/Slgfeolisrovﬁg?ltlggctlgelEﬂ;ﬁ;ﬁiﬂiugii?qﬁig;g?
assent/dissent only through re.mOte e-VOtm.g system. T.he Selection of Operators for Operation, Maintenance and Management of R @t @1 T P B I ot gt | T S | oo ficial i id I s 1
company has engaged the services of M/s Kfin Technologies e oot e 5 A Y A gl w i icial in Jamtara said, “It was a practice since at least
P ' L4 ” ™ City Bus Services and Ancillary Infrastructure in Korba Urban Y g T (o .
Limited (Kfintech) for providing e-voting facility to shareholders. ’ - Agglomeration in Chttattisgarh o (| (e SR ¥+ 18 the formation of Jharkhand that weekly offs were
2. The Cut-off date for the purpose of ascertaining the eligibility of — . TN | TR N given on Friday instead of Sunday in government
members to cast their vote through remote e-voting facility is Through this notice Korba District Urban Public Service Society, L -
Wednesday, August 3, 2022. The members whose names appear | | Korba (KDUPSS) invites proposal as given below online Electronic Aot 'SChOO'I,S IN mInority areas. Thenddmon of the word
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BSP MP acquitted
in 2019 rape case

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 6

A SPECIAL court in Varanasi on
Saturday acquitted BSP MP Atul
Rai in an alleged rape case of a
24-year-old woman, who, along
with her friend, died by suicide
in front of the Supreme Court in
August last year. The woman had
registered arape case against Rai
in 2019. Rai, who is MP from
Ghosi, is lodged in Naini jail.
The woman and her friend,
also a prime witness, had immo-
lated themselves outside the
Supreme Courtin August last year,
afteralleging harassment. Despite
his acquittal in the rape case, Rai's
lawyer Anuj Yadav told the media
that the MP would remain in jail
in the pending case of abetment
to suicide registered in Lucknow.
“Additional District and
Session Judge Siyaram Chaurasia
acquitted Rai on grounds of bene-
fit of doubt,” said government
counsel Jyoti Shankar Upadhyay.

£ J PHAL FARKET, A &

NIA registers FIR in Karnataka
BJP youth leader murder case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, AUGUST 6

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA), which was or-
dered on Wednesday by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
toinvestigate the murder of a BJP
youth leader in the Bellare area
of Karnataka's Dakshina
Kannada district, has registered
an FIR in the case in New Delhi.

The case will be investigated
by a newly created Bengaluru
unit of the NIA, police sources
said. The case, registered by an
NIA police station in New Delhi
this week, will be transferred to
acourt in Bengaluru.

Praveen Nettaru was hacked
to death by three men at Bellare
village on the night of July 26.
The motorcycle-borne assailants

Protesting students and police personnel at the site of
agitation in Imphal, Manipur, Saturday. Express

MANIPUR ADC BILL ROW

2 cops among 32 injured
in student-police clash

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, AUGUST 6

AROUND 30 students and two
policemen sustained injuries af-
ter a confrontation broke out be-
tween student protesters and
police in Imphal on Saturday.

Over 100 tribal students con-
verged at Kabo Leikai in Imphal
West district to stage a protest
demanding the release of some
leaders of the All Tribal Students’
Union Manipur (ATSUM). The
student leaders were arrested for
imposing a total shutdown and
subsequent economic blockade
in hill districts of Manipur. They
were demanding the tabling of
the Hill Areas Committee (HAC)-
recommended Autonomous
District Councils (ADCs)
Amendment Bill, 2021.

The protesters, however, were
dispersed by the police citing the
prohibitory orders under Section
144 of the CrPC. Aggrieved by the
police action, the protesters
erupted in fury and a confronta-
tion ensued with the police.

To neutralise the situation,
police resorted to firing tear gas
shells and baton charge. In retal-
iation, the protesters hurled
stones at the police personnel.
During the confrontation, around

Man attacked over

30 students and two policemen
were injured. The protest rally
was dispersed by the police.

Ningzan Jajo, a leader of All
College Tribal Students’ Union,
said: “We were holding a peace-
ful protest demanding the release
of our leaders but the police ha-
rassed the students. We strongly
condemn the high handedness of
the police. We will continue our
agitation until the arrested AT-
SUM leaders are released.”

Meanwhile, the Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Imphal West, on
Saturday remanded the arrested
ATSUM leadersin 15-day judicial
custody. In the course of the hear-
ing, the prosecutor informed the
court that the shutdown or
bandh in the hill areas called by
the ATSUM has taken an ugly
turn as they have resorted to eco-
nomic blockade and adopted vi-
olence as means of protest.

The prosecutor further pointed
out that associates of the accused
had set on fire the DTO office of
Churachandpurand a police vehi-
cle belonging to Ukhrul police and
vandalised government proper-
ties. “Itis highly required to arrest
otherassociates of theaccused and
remand them in judicial custody
toprevent the other associates/or-
ganisations fromindulginginille-
gal activities,” he added.

attacked the BJP youth leader as
he was leaving his poultry store.
Police in Bellare had regis-
tered an FIR in the early hours of
July 27, but the BJP government
in Karnataka decided on July 29
to hand over the investigation to
the NIA. The state government
subsequently wrote to the MHA.
The investigation by the
Karnataka Police has led to the
arrest of four people —
Mohammed Shafiq, Zakir
Savanoor, Saddam and Harris —
who were all residents of the
Dakshina Kannada region. They
are alleged to have provided lo-
gistical support, including shel-
terand food, for the main attack-
ers who are yet to be arrested.
In its order to the NIA, the
MHA noted that “local police ar-
rested four accused persons and
further investigation in the case

has revealed that the accused
conspired to do this act with the
intent to strike terroramong the
people of the locality”.

The order also said that
Sections 16 and 18 of the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act (relating
toacts of terror) and Section 120B
of the Indian Penal Code (for crim-
inal conspiracy) hasbeeninvoked
inthe case by the Karnataka Police.

According to the order, the
central governmentis of the view
that a scheduled offence under
the National Investigation Agency
Actof 2008 was committed in the
case, and “having regard to the
gravity of the offence and itsinter-
state ramifications, it is required
tobeinvestigated by the NIAinac-
cordance with the National
Investigation Agency Act,2008".

The decision came even as
police have claimed to have

KERALA: SEATS IN KENDRIYA VIDYALAYAS

HC sets aside order allowing pleas
challenging discretionary quota

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 6

AKERAILA High Courtsingle-judge
bench's decision allowing peti-
tions that challenged the annul-
mentofthediscretionary quota of
Vidyalaya Management
Committee chairpersons in ad-
mission to Kendriya Vidyalayas
was set aside by a division bench

of the court. Two students from
Kerala had approached the single-
judge bench challenging the
Centre’s decision to do away with
alldiscretionary quotas. The bench
had onJune 9 allowed the pleas.
After this academic year’s KV
admission process commenced,
the Centre had cancelled various
quotas, including 10 seats under
MP quota. This policy decision to
do away with the practice of giv-
ing admission based on recom-

I-T RAIDS ON FILM PRODUCERS, FINANCIERS

Rs 200 cr undisclosed
income detected in TN

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI,AUGUST 6

A STATEMENT issued by the
Income Tax Department on
Saturday said the searches car-
ried out on the premises of pro-
ducers, distributors and finan-
ciers associated with the film
industry unearthed unac-
counted cash and investments
worth several crores.

The search operations were
conducted at almost 40 locations
in Chennai, Madurai, Coimbatore
and Vellore. "Several incriminat-
ing documents and digital evi-

dence, etc. relating to unac-
counted cash transactions and in-
vestments have been seized.
Secret premises have also been
unearthed,” said the statement
that did not mention any names.
The statement said docu-
ments such as promissory notes
related to unaccounted cash loans
were seized from film financiers.
"Evidence seized from film dis-
tributors indicates unaccounted
cash fromtheatres...Sofar, the op-
eration has resulted in detection
of undisclosed income exceeding
Rs 200 crore, undisclosed cash of
Rs 26 crore,and unaccounted gold
jewellery exceeding Rs 3 crore.”

identified the killers, who they
say are on the run.

The Karnataka Police will con-
tinue to investigate the murder as
the NIA begins its formal takeover
of the case in order to prevent a
loss of momentum in the probe,
senior police officials have said.

Karnataka Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra said on
Saturday that the state police
have gathered information that
the murder was executed by
people from the Dakshina
Kannada region who are affili-
ated with a radical outfit.

“The information that we
have is that the murder of
Praveen Nettaru was carried out
by people who are locals of the
Mangaluru region. Police are in-
vestigating their affiliations and
all efforts are on to arrest the ac-
cused,” the Jnanendra said.

mendations was taken after allo-
cating seats for students from all
vulnerable groups, including
those orphaned by the pandemic.
The cancelled discretionary quota
included seats under the quota of
the chairmen of Vidyalaya
Management Committees.
Assistant Solicitor General of
India, S Manu, who appeared for
the Centre, pointed out that only
influential people were benefitting
from the discretionary quotas.

1killed as CISF
jawan opens
fire in Kolkata

Kolkata: One person died after a
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) jawan randomly opened
fire at Kid Street Barrack, near
Indian Museum in Kolkata on
Saturday evening.

The incident took place
around 6:30 pm after the jawan
at the CISF barracks near the
Indian museum reportedly
started firing indiscriminately, af-
ter snatching an AK-47 fromasen-
try on duty at the spot. Two CISF
personnel were shotatand one of
themdied, police said. Police iden-
tified the deceased as CISF ASI
Ranjit Sarengi. The injured person
was identified as Assistant
Commandant Subir Ghosh, who
hails from Nadiadistrict. =~ ENS

SC lets unmarried
woman end 24-week
pregnancy, opens
doors for others

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

THE SUPREME Court's decision
to permit a 25-year-old unmar-
ried woman to terminate her
pregnancy of 24 weeks may soon
open the doors to extend the re-
lief to all unmarried women.

On Friday, a bench of Justices
D Y Chandrachud and ] B
Pardiwala said that there ap-
peared to be no logical reason-
ing to allow a married woman to
do so under the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy [MTP]
Act, 1971, and Rules framed un-
der it, but denying the same to
unmarried women, even though
the risk is same for both.

“An unmarried woman who
suffers a pregnancy beyond 20
weeks can suffer the same mental
anguish as the married woman.
Why should she be excluded from
termination up to 24 weeks if a
married woman is allowed to do
it,”Justice Chandrachud said. “We
have to also move ahead when
there is so much development
around this. We are responsible
for jurisprudential evolution.”

The bench said it can strike
down the restrictive clause “for
being manifestly arbitrary”, which
inturn would allow extending the
benefit of terminating pregnancy
above 20 weeks to unmarried
women as well. “Mental healthis
important. If we strike down the
words..benefit of termination on
grounds of mental anguish canbe

What law
@ says

EXPLAINED

RULE 3B of the law recog-
nises certain categories of
women — such as di-
vorcees, widows, minors,
disabled and mentally ill
women, and survivors of
sexual assault or rape —as
being entitled to medically
terminate pregnancy in
particular situations, but
this does not include un-
married women.

extended to even above 20
weeks,” the court observed. “Then
rules will not be restrictive. Thatis
away to getaround it.”

Referring to the MTP Act, the
court pointed to the intent of the
legislature while itamended the
law in 2021 and said the
amended Act used the word
'partner’, and not 'husband'. “So
it concerns [relationships] out-
side marriage as well,” it said.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, who appeared
for the Union Health Ministry,
said the question is not about be-
ing married or unmarried but
about the woman's well-being,
as 24 weeks is not easy.

The court asked the ASG to
give suggestions on how to deal
with it and posted the case for
hearing next week.

IAS officer gets
5-year jail for
sexual assault

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,AUGUST 6

A court in Pune on Saturday
awarded five years of rigorous im-
prisonment to an IAS officer for
sexual assault on four girls aged
between 8 and 10 years. Special
judge SPPonkshe alsoimposeda
fine of Rs 10lakh on the suspended
officer, Maruti Hari Sawant.

A 1998 batch officer, Sawant
was the Director General
Maharashtra  Council for
Agriculture Education and
Research when he was booked in
March 2015 under Sections 376,
354 (B), 506 of the IPC, sections
4,6,8 and 10 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act, 2012; Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of
Atrocities Act 1989 and several
sections of the Information
Technology Act, at the Sinhagad
police station. He was suspended
from services after his arrest.

At the time of the crime,
Sawant lived with his family in
Patrakar Nagar. He also owned a
house in the Hingne Khurd area
which he visited every week for
afew days. The mother of one of
the victims worked as a maid at
this house. The girl sometimes
accompanied her mother to the
house where Sawant allegedly
took the girl to another room, os-
tensibly to teach her computer
skills. However, he allegedly
showed her obscene videos and
sexually assaulted her.

The police told the court that
Sawant used to lure girls from a
school close by into the base-
ment of his house by offering
snacks, chocolates and sexually
assaulted them.
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Bilaspur, Date- 05-08-2022

Walk-In-Interview

Eligible and interested candidates are invited for Walk-in-Interview at the Administrative Building of the
University for Appointment as Temporary Teachers to teach in different programs on Purely
Temporary Basis (initially for six months or till regular appointment whichever is earlier) for the Academic
Session 2022-23 with an application on plain paper giving their bio-data and attested copies of]
Mark-sheets/Certificates/Degrees of academic qualifications and experiences along with originals for,
verification on the dates mentioned on the University website. The University reserves the right not to fill
any post and also to alter the nature and number of vacancies/appointments if the circumstances so warrant.
Selected candidates shall be entitled to a consolidated salary 25000/- per month. For more details and
regular updates of eligibility criteria, number of positions (which may vary according to need) interview
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WhatsApp ‘status’ B s o
supporting Nupur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,AUGUST 6
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A 23-YEAR-OLD man was attacked by a
mob in Karjat taluka of Ahmednagar in
Maharashtra allegedly over his Ed
WhatsApp status supporting suspended
BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma.

The incident took place on the
evening of Thursday, August 4. An FIR
was lodged by a friend of the victim,
Pratik alias Sunny Rajendra Pawar at the
Karjat police station. Manoj Patil, super-
intendent of Ahmednagar police, said
the complainant, Amit Mane, has alleged
that the attack was over showing sup-
port to Nupur Sharma on social media.
The police are investigation various an-
gles. So far, five arrests have been made.

Police said the victim and the accused
had had skirmishes in the past as well
and they are investigating whether some
previous dispute led to the attack on
Pawar now. The complaint says a group of
about 14 men armed with sharp
weapons attacked the complainant and
Pawar on Rashin Road in Karjat. Based on
the complaint, police have booked 14
persons on charges of attempt to murder
as per sections 307, 143, 323, 504, of the
IPC, and under relevant sections of the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

Sohail Pathan (24), Arbaz Pathan (23)
of Karjat were arrested on Friday and
they were remanded in police custody
till August 10. On Saturday, three more
accused, Junaid Pathan (19) of Karjat,
Arbaz Shaikh (24) of Daund, Hussain
Shaikh (40) of Baramati were arrested

while search is on for the others.
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GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR

LOK NAYAK HOSPITAL: NEW DELHI-110002
(GENERAL BRANCH)

Applications are invited for certified Radiological Assistant course 2022-
24 session Batch No. 61, Last date for receipt of application form duly
filled is 31-08-2022 up to 3.00 PM. Completed application form in all
respect alongwith self attested photocopies of all the educational,
Caste, Character Certificate, Domicile of Delhi, Aadhar Card & two
photographs(one should be affix on the application form) etc. Must be
submitted in the General Branch, Vth floor MRD Building, Lok Nayak
Hospital, New Delhi-110002.
Educational Qualification:
Students who are the domicile of the Delhi only are eligible to apply for
admission in the said course. The Candidates should have passed the
senior secondary examination (10+2) not earlier than 2021 and
secondary school examination (10th) not earlier than 2019. They should
have passed from a recognized school situated in Delhi and recognized
by CBSE on regular basis with Physics, Chemistry and Biology as main
subjects obtaining not less than 50% marks for each of these subjects.
5% will be deducted from aggregate of PCB marks for every attempt in
10+2 while preparing the final merit list. The last two years of schooling

There are total 15 seats out of which 03 seats are reserved for OBC
candidates and 02 Seats for SC and 01 for ST candidate and 01 seat
is reserved for EWSs candidates.

Candidates applying for the said course must have attained the age
of 18 years as on 31th August 2022, but should not be more than 22
years as on 31th August 2022. 05 Year age relaxation for SC/ST and
03 year's age relaxation for OBC candidate in Upper Age.

3. Duration of Course:-
Two years course Selected candidates will be paid of Rs.500/- P.M.
and will be required to execute the bond on Rs.100 Non-Judicial
stamp paper for Rs.3000/- that is, if selected candidates drop out of
the said course before its completion, he/she will be deposit the bond
money and also submit all the stipend money taken till date of

4. Application for can be obtained from General Branch, 5th floor MRD
Building, LNH from 17.08.2022 to 31.08.2022 on all working days
available

is also

DIP/Shabdarth/0275/22-23

(MEDICAL DIRECTOR)

on the website
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Y OPERATION depends on

your cooperation, other-

wise there will be separa-

tion.” As Venkaiah Naidu,

73, demits office as Vice-
President of India on August 10, the Rajya
Sabha, of which he is ex-officio Chairman,
will be poorer for his quick wit and puns,
many of which elicited laughter and served
to briefly unite the Treasury and Opposition
benches at a time of deep discord and dis-
trust between the two sides. His recent “op-
eration-cooperation-separation” remark
was in response to frequent disruptions in
the Upper House by Opposition members
seeking a discussion on price rise.

Naidu, though seen as a reluctant Vice-
President, had plunged headlong into his
Rajya Sabha role, playing referee with elan
even if,according to the Opposition, he blew
the whistle far too often on them.

While his critics say that despite his con-
stitutional role, Naidu's heart never stopped
beating for the BJP,a party he served for sev-
eral decades before becoming Vice-
President, they agree that he is among the
most amiable chairpersons the Rajya Sabha
has had, with friends on both sides of the
aisle. The annual lunches he hosts — with a
spread of south Indian seafood and
Hyderabadi dishes — is one of the most
awaited events in the Capital’s political calen-
dar, with leaders across parties in attendance.

Born at Chavatapalem in SPS Nellore dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh on July 1, 1949, Naidu
had already joined the RSS and was a mem-
ber of the ABVP by the time he joined Andhra
University for abachelor’s degree in law. His
electoral career began in 1978 when he won
as a Janata Party MLA from Udayagiri. In
1983, he won on a BJP ticket from the same
constituency, and by 1988, went on to be-
come president of the Andhra BJP. In 1993,
he moved to the national scene after becom-
ing general secretary of the party.

In the BJP, Naidu was seen as LK Advani’s
protege. After the 2002 communal riots in
Gujarat, it is widely known that then prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee wanted
Narendra Modi to resign as Gujarat chief
minister, but Advani was against his removal.
Sources say it was Naidu, as BJP president,
who conveyed Advani's decision to Vajpayee.
As he did so, “with trembling hands”,
Vajpayee half-heartedly agreed.

But a decade later, as winds of change
started blowing in the BJP, Naidu effortlessly
transformed himself into one of the most ar-
dent supporters of Modi.

While his contemporaries Arun Jaitley
and Sushma Swaraj largely refrained from
waxing eloquent on Modi, Naidu was always
effusive. Moving the political resolution dur-
ing the BJP’s national executive meeting in
March 2016, Naidu had described Modi as
“God’s gift toIndia”, a “messiah of the poor”,
a “decisive leader” and “MODlfier of devel-
oping India”.

Naidu was in his fourth term as Rajya
Sabha MP when he was nominated by the
party for the post of Vice-President. As the
BJP’s best known face from the South, Naidu’s
vast parliamentary experience, impressive
stature as a leader and his relatively easy-go-
ing nature had gone in his favour.

Sources say Naidu, who held several port-
folios in Modi’s Cabinet — Parliamentary
Affairs, Urban Development and Housing
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Areluctant Vice-President who presided over the Rajya Sabha at its most
raucous, the BJP veteran will be remembered fondly by everyone,
including the Opposition, for his amiability, his annual lunches, and his
puns. MANOJ C G & LIZ MATHEW on the man who could have been more

and Urban Poverty Alleviation in the first
term, and the crucial Information and
Broadcasting in the second — was rattled
when his name started doing the rounds as
the ruling NDA’s nominee for the post of
Vice-President. Those close to him had said
he “was not very excited” and would have
wanted to be an “active politician” till the end
of his political career.

It was finally a call from the Prime
Minister that “reassured” him.

Still, Naidu had turned emotional at a par-

liamentary board meeting, saying leaving the
party was like “leaving my mother”.

Now at the end of his five-year tenure
as presiding officer of the Rajya Sabha,
Naidu leaves a mixed legacy. His term of-
ten saw him brooking no indiscipline in the
House, which had the Opposition com-
plaining that he bowed to the government.

His tenure, which coincided with rela-
tions between the government and
Opposition hitting a new low, saw the Rajya
Sabha often turning into a political battle-

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

ground. The Upper House witnessed chaotic
scenes over the passage of the farm laws and
the Bills to bifurcate Jammu and Kashmir,
and led to the suspension of Opposition MPs.

According to Rajya Sabha records, the 13
sessions that Naidu presided over were
chaotic. “During the last 13 sessions, 141 of
the 248 scheduled full sittings (or 57 per
cent) were disrupted partly or fully,” Naidu
himself said at the beginning of the Monsoon
Session, his last as presiding officer.

The session also turned out to be a stand-

out one for all the wrong reasons, with the
turmoil in the Upper House leading to a
record 23 Opposition MPs being suspended.

His supporters, however, say that with
hardly any meeting point between the
Opposition and the government, there was
little Naidu could have done. “When the
Opposition demands a discussion on a par-
ticularissue, it's for the Government to agree;
the Chairman cannot do much,” said a source
close to him.

Opposition leaders accept the argument,
but point out that attempts to break the stale-
mate or deadlock should have come from the
Chairman, and that Naidu could have used
his stature to persuade the government to lis-
ten to the views of the Opposition. “He is the
custodian of the House. The job of the presid-
ing officer is to run the House. He should have
facilitated dialogue between the government
and the Opposition. He used to do it earlier,
but of late, there has been no dialogue for days
onend,” an Opposition leader said.

His critics also point out that while in his
role as Rajya Sabha Chairman, Naidu often
threw the rule book at the Opposition, dur-
ing the UPA’s second innings, when the
Manmohan Singh government was buffeted
with charges of corruption, Naidu, seated in
the front row with his late friend Jaitley, never
displayed any unease when BJP back-
benchers disrupted session after session.

Yet, several leaders in the Opposition ad-
mit that Naidu holds no malice, with many
holding him in high regard. Senior Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh recently suggested
that the government should create a post of
‘Chairman Emeritus’ as a token of acknowl-
edgement of Naidu’s contributions to the
Upper House.

Asign of his accommaodative nature were
his annual luncheons, both for their spread
and their guest list. At the height of the beef
controversy, Naidu once said, “Some people
keep saying such things (that the BJP wantts
to impose vegetarianism). It is people’s
choice to eat what they want.”

He is fond of narrating how, as a young
student in Andhra Pradesh, he was reluctant
to join the RSS fearing he would have to give
up his favourite non-vegetarian food, but was
glad no such demands were made of him.

Known to be a family man, Naidu is often
accompanied by his wife Usha. He once
joked: “I neither want to be rashtrapati (pres-
ident) or uprashtrapati (vice-president).[am
happy to Usha’s pati.” His son is a business-
man while his daughter Deepa Venkat runs
the Swarna Bharat Trust, which is involved
in skill development and healthcare, at
Muchintal village near Hyderabad.

Now, as Naidu joins a long list of his pred-
ecessors (barring S Radhakrishnan and
Hamid Ansari) who did not get a second term
in office, many point out that his reluctance
about the V-Prole was not misplaced. Asked
what the party has in mind for Naidu now, a
top leader of the BJP said: “He will continue
to be our margdarshak. Having been in a con-
stitutional post, he cannot take up any other
role. The party will keep getting his advice.”

As Jairam Ramesh said in a tweet, “So it
is curtains for Muppavarapu Venkaiah
Naidu-garu. His humour and wit will be
missed. On many occasions, he got the
Opposition all agitated, but at the end of it, a
good man exits. He may have retired, but I
know he will not be tired.”
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NUMBER PLATE
841 mn tonnes

The total production of pulses in India during
1950-51, which increased to 25.72 million tonnes
during 2020-21. In 2020-21, Madhya Pradesh was
the top producer of pulses in the country with a
production of 5.30 million tonnes (20.60 per cent
of the country’s total production). This was
followed by Rajasthan (4.31 million tonnes) and
Maharashtra (4.30 million tonnes)

19.09 MILLION 441 KG/HECTARE
HECTARES The yield of pulses per
Total area under pulses hectare during 1950-51,
during 1950-51, which which increased to 892
increased to 28.83 kg per hectare in 2020-21
million hectares during

2020-21 HARIKISHAN SHARMA

The hands that build the city

Four labourers who fell off the 17th floor and died last week are the latest casualty among the men reshaping Gurgaon’s skyline.
Fear is a constant among them, as is desperation and a sweet irony: they build homes but are themselves homeless

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA

“DARR TOH lagta hai sahab, par majboori hai
isliye karna padta hai (Of course, there is fear,
but I have no choice but to do this work),”
says Amarjeet Kumar, 35, as he puts down
his blue helmet on a table and sips tea at a
makeshift stall in Sector 65 near Golf Course
Extension Road in Gurgaon. Several under-
construction buildings and skyscrapers —in-
cluding luxury condominiums and shopping
complexes — loom over the stall in the
Millennium City’s evolving skyline.

Kumar, a construction worker hailing
from Patna, has just descended for a 10-
minute break from a similar building, 36-
storey high, where he does ‘shuttering’ work.
The brochure of the project he is working on
promises ‘an elevated lifestyle experience’
for buyers.

Kumar says he is unaware of the mishap
ata construction site in Sector 77 a few days
ago, where four labourers died and one was
injured after falling off the 17th floor of ares-
idential project while dismantling a crane.
But, he is not surprised. “Harr ek-do mahine
mein ek haadsa hota hai (Every month or so,
there is an incident like this),” he says.

Every time he goes up, he is aware of the
“risk”. “Shuttering involves being suspended
onaplatformata height. One canslip,a hook
may give away, a rope may break....”

He recalls anincident from 2019 when he
was deployed at a construction site in Greater
Noida. “We were perched on an iron plat-
form on the 19th floor, when a fellow worker

fell to his death... At that time, one thinks of
one’s family. Who will take care of them if I
suffer such fate?”

But mostly, he avoids dwelling on it,
Kumar says. “Itis up to fate.”

It was in 2013 that Kumar left home ina
village in Patna to find work, and got onto a
train to Delhi. After several odd jobs, includ-
ing as a helper at a firm which paid him
Rs 95 a day, he landed carpentry work with
the help of a friend at a construction site.

A decade on, he has worked at several
construction sites in Noida, Delhi and
Gurgaon. “The tallest building in our village
was a three-storey-high water tank. I had
never climbed it. Now, I work at buildings
that are over 100 metres high,” he smiles.

Kumar gets paid Rs 1,000 a day for a shift
that stretches 12 hours, and is grateful that
there is work on most days of the month. He
still shudders thinking of peak Covid, when
all construction came to a haltand he had to
walk home, remaining without work for
months. Of his earnings, he sends half home
to his family — his wife, and three children,
between the ages of 3 and 7.

Kumar has also found a family of sorts here
in Gurgaon, of others like him, from mostly
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. At break time,
they emerge carrying blue and yellow helmets
and tiffins, from buildings all around.

Most of them live within walking dis-
tance from the construction sites, earning
Rs 400 to Rs 1,000 a day depending on the
nature of skill involved. The contractors who
hire them put them up in tin-roofed shanties,
often 30 to a shed. They move site to site, as

The day ends for two workers at a site in Sector 50, Gurgaon. Pavneet Singh Chadha

per work, provided the basics of three meals
a day, water and power, visiting home at
most twice a year.

Ranjit Kumar, 19, from Ballia in Uttar
Pradesh, lives at a labour camp near Sector
50, and does scaffolding work. “The roof
leaks when it rains, but at least there is bed
and food here,” he says.

Ravikant Kumar, 27, of Supaul district in
Bihar, comments on the irony. “Hum logon ke
liye bada ghar banate hain, par hamara pucca
gharnahin (We build these grand houses for
people, but we do not have a permanent

house of our own).”

At the tea stall, pointing to an upcoming
mall nearby, Manzar Alam (19) talks about
two workers who died there in June after
they fell off the 19th floor. They must not have
been provided a safety harness, he says. “A
belt would have saved them.”

Alam, who is from Bhais Bandha village in
Katihar, Bihar, comes from a farming family.
Forced to move out as “there is no work in the
village”, he worked initially as a helper.

Now into his sixth month in the construc-
tion job, Alam still remembers clearly the

first time he went up a high-rise. “My feet
were trembling. We had been given gloves,
boots, harness belt, a jacket and a helmet. The
contractor also gives training, but a mishap
can occur at any time. In summer months,
when the heat is unbearable, often labour-
ers do not wear the safety equipment as it is
cumbersome to work with.”

Workers say while big contractors pro-
vide safety equipment, including safety nets,
the enforcement of laws at smaller sites is lax.

In the aftermath of the recent deaths,
Gurgaon Deputy Commissioner Nishant
Yadav announced a four-member commit-
tee under a sub-divisional magistrate to probe
the incident, apart from compensation for the
families of the deceased and injured. The dis-
trict administration has ordered a safety au-
dit of all construction sites and directed con-
struction firms to adhere to safety norms.

The Haryana Building and Other
Construction Workers (Regulation of
Employment and Condition of Service) Rules,
2005, mandates that in every establishment
where 500 or more workers are ordinarily
employed, a safety committee shall be con-
stituted to identify probable causes of acci-
dents and unsafe practices, and suggest
measures to improve welfare amenities. The
rules also require safety officers to conduct
inspections and investigate all fatal accidents.

Gufran Ahmed, who worked as a scaf-
folder at the same site, says things will return
to “normal” soon. “At sites, due to haste in
completing work and the costs involved,
safety measures are ignored. If workers com-
plain, they are simply asked to quit,” he says.

New Delhi
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ONHARGHAR
TIRANGA CAMPAIGN

SANJAY KATURIA, 51,
LAKSHYANAGPAL, 35
FLAG TRADERS INOLD DELHI

Shopsin Delhi’s Sadar Bazar
are doing good business. Express

‘Patriotism
has increased
and so has
the demand
for flags’

As part of the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign to mark
75 years of India’s
Independence, the Modi
government is aiming to
have atleast 20 crore flags
atop houses from August13
to August 15. BJP-led
governments have been
distributing flags and setting
targets to manufacture the
Tricolour. Sanjay Katuria, 51,
awholesale trader of flags in
Sadar Bazar, Old Delhi, and
his employee Lakshya
Nagpal, 35, say they have
been getting orders from
across the country

VIDHATRIRAO

How long have you been in

the business?

Katuria: Our shop has been
around since 1992 and we sell all
kinds of flags — from campaign
flags of political parties to the
Tricolour.

What do you think of the
Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign?

Katuria: [ thinkitis good as PM
Modiji has managed to spread
awareness on the Tricolour among
people. Traders, sellers and manu-
facturers were told about the cam-
paign, the details of the tenders for
the larger flags, etc.

Has the campaign helped
your business?

Katuria: The bulk of our sales
used to be around Independence
Day, but that took a hit over the last
two years because of the Covid-19
pandemic. Thankfully, that has
changed with the Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign. There is a high
demand with orders from across
the country, so we are able to set
prices as well. It will remain like
this till August 15.

Nagpal: Patriotism has defi-
nitely increased and so has de-
mand.

Recently, the flag code was

amended to allow for
machine-made polyester flags.
Do you sell those too?

Katuria: We sell flags made of
paper, silk, khadi, cotton, and yes,
now polyester. Polyester flags have
been selling a lot these days, par-
ticularly through government ten-
ders... We procure the material
and get our flags made at a manu-
facturing unit in Surat.

Nagpal: Employment among
tailors has also risen through this
campaign. So, that’s a good thing.

Who are some of the
clients?

Katuria: We have a variety of
clients, from people conducting
eventsin schools, to political lead-
ers who place orders.

Nagpal: These days, we have
big orders from political leaders
and these are from various parts
of the country, from Uttar Pradesh
to Assam to Telangana. The lead-
ers are taking up campaigning in
their places.
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Prices are rising,
Rising prices are badly
hurting the people, especially
the poor and the middle
class. Consumption and
savings have fallen,
household debt has risen and
malnutrition (especially
among women and children)
has increased. Sadly, the
government is not willing to
acknowledge these facts

Thesp

Mr Chairman,

THIS DEBATE should have been held sev-
eral days ago. I fail to understand the dif-
ference, in substance, between a discus-
sion under Rule 267 and any other Rule.
The government was stubborn, the peo-
ple attributed it to its hauteur.

Let's debate pricerise. This is not a de-
bate on the state of the economy. If it
were, we may have a hundred things to
say about the economic management —
rather, mis-management — of this gov-
ernment since the day of the infamous
demonetisation.

Prices are rising. Rising prices are
badly hurting the people, especially the
poor and the middle class. Consumption
and savings have fallen, household debt
has risen and malnutrition (especially
among women and children) has in-
creased. Sadly, the government is not
willing to acknowledge these facts.
Yesterday, | was horrified to hear the
Hon’ble Finance Minister tell the other
House that the increases in the GST rates
did not affect the people! That statement
can be put to a simple test which I shall
reveal at the end of my intervention.

CAUSES AND COURSE

[ hope the debate in this House does
not meander into by-lanes and alleys. A
tu-tu main-main debate takes us
nowhere. I urge the government and all
Hon’ble members to accept the reality

eech that | might have made

of intolerable price increase and ask the
only relevant question: ‘what steps will
the government take to contain infla-
tion?’

The starting point is identifying the
causes of the current inflation.

Let me begin with the Fiscal Deficit.
We know that a large and growing Fiscal
Deficit affects prices. [ don’t have the
time to explain how. In the Budget for
this year, the government estimated a
Fiscal Deficit of 6.4 per cent or Rs
16,61,196 crore. In April-June, the Fiscal
Deficit touched Rs 3,51,871 crore. We
know the government has underesti-
mated expenditure and has not bud-
geted for the same. Has the government
underestimated revenues too? Will the
government be able to contain the Fiscal
Deficit at 6.4 per cent? We want a spe-
cific answer.

MORE M AN-MADE
CAUSES

Next is the Current Account Deficit
(CAD).The CAD may be near USD 30 bil-
lion in April-June. The trade deficit in July
was USD 31 billion. If CAD crossed USD
100 billion for the whole year, as esti-
mated, it would have disastrous conse-
quences. Let the government tell this
House what it proposes to do about the
CAD. Again, Mr Chairman, [ want a spe-
cific answer.

The third red light is the Interest Rate.

We know that the policy rate is set by the
RBI. The government has nominated
three members to the Monetary Policy
Committee. The government'’s Secretary
is on the RBI Board. So, the government
cannot plead it has no responsibility. India
followed the Advanced Economies when
they pursued an accommodative mone-
tary policy and pumped liquidity into the
market. They are now increasing interest
rates.I doubtif the country can take a dif-
ferent line now. If RBI hikes the interest
rate, it may contain demand and, conse-
quently, moderate prices, but it will also
affect sales, profits and, above all, employ-
ment. The trick lies in ‘calibration’. Are the
government and the RBI Governor on the
same page? Will the government share
with us its forecast on interest rates?
The fourthis the Supply Side. Since lib-
eral imports are ruled out for the time
being, what steps will the government
take to increase domestic production
and supply? MSMEs are in deep distress,
and they cannot help unless they are
helped first. Large companies are inter-
ested in maximizing profits and hence
they may keep supply artificially con-
strained. Trade is shackled by the GST
laws and rates. My question is, what does
the government intend to do to ensure
abundant supply of goods and services?

ORIGINAL SIN
Last on my list is the item that has

ernment’s Tax Policy. I charge the govern-
ment with committing the original sin
that fuelled inflation, namely, imposing
cruel taxes and cesses on petrol and
diesel. The government collected a
whopping Rs 26,00,000 crore through
the oil companies as taxes, cesses and
dividends. This government is callous,
heartless and anti-poor. Add to that, the
periodic hikes in GST rates on goods and
services consumed by the poor and the
middle class. This government does not
feel the pain of six-year old Kriti Dubey
who could not understand why her
mother scolded her when she asked for
another pencil or the pain of the mother
who cannot afford another pencil for her
daughter. If this government has a head
and a heart, it will immediately moder-
ate the taxes on petrol and diesel, reduce
the price of LPG, and reverse the hike in
taxes on essential goods that are con-
sumed by the poor and the middle class.

fer of a ‘test’ that I alluded to earlier. Let
the three of us — you Mr Chairman, the
Hon’ble FM and [ — drive in an unmarked
car, without any security, to a middle-
class neighborhood or a slum in Delhi.
Mr Chairman, please ask the people if
they are affected by the fuel prices, the
price of LPG and the GST rates.Iam will-
ing to abide by their verdict. [ hope the
Hon’ble FM will also abide by the verdict
of the aam aadmi.

troubled the people the most: the gov-

Mr Chairman, let me close with an of-

Thank you.

The Sans of Namibia. A
life on margins of society

Dalitality e

etjirera@gmail.com

ISSUES OF marginality, inequality, and op-
pression that brother Suraj (Yengde) grap-
pleswith, strike a chord with the pitiable all
over the world. What effortlessly comes to
my mind as a Namibian is the plight of the
SanpeopleinNamibia. Thereisalottolearn
from the Dalit struggle in India and globally
to make sense of San people’s marginality.
That the fight for equality and inclusion by
various Dalit activists and scholars has kept
their struggle in the public imagination re-
mains admirable. This sustenance of mo-
mentum has maintained the relevance of
continuing the fight for social justice.

Who are the San people, and what is
their position? Historical accounts indicate
that the San people are the first indigenous
people of Southern Africa. As hunter-gath-
ers, they foraged the entire southern
Africanregion, living modestly and sustain-
ably with nature. Black peoples of Southern
Africa, who are the majority of the region’s
population, can be divided into speakers of
two languages: Khoisan and Bantu. The San
people belong to the former language fam-
ily but speak various dialects.

According to the latest report of the
International Work Group for Indigenous
Affairs, the San people number between
28,000and 35,000, translating intoless than
2%of the total national population. The same
report states that 80% of the San people have
been dispossessed of their ancestral lands
and resources, and they are now some of the
country’s poorest and most marginalized
peoples. Their dispossession is entwined
with both historical and contemporary fac-
tors. The Bantu arrival from central Africa,
European colonisation and post-colonial na-
tionalisation have pushed San people tothe
brink of marginal, forgetful entity.

To think about my country and its in-
equalities, the San people’s marginality,and
their plight continue to animate my curios-
ity. I teach Advanced Sociology of the
Namibian Society at the University of
Namibia, Windhoek. What strikes meis that
whenever the theme of San Marginalization
is discussed, many uncomfortable truths
come to the fore. Their plight is concerning
because their situation has worsened com-

pared to other social groups over time.

As a corollary, marginalization and
poverty have become common features of
the Sanidentity for attributes that are syn-
onymous with them, including an ‘under-
class’ status; high level of political, social,
and economic exclusion; and limited ac-
cess to social services, as Dieckmann,
Thiem & Hays have noted in their work.
Marginalization of the San people has mor-
phed into dependency due to loss of land
and access to resources. Moreover, their
popular stereotypes include being inca-
pable, unreliable, childlike, and drunken.

Despite some interventions by the
Namibian government, studies show that
the San people are worse off than they were
immediately before independence in 1990.
Government-run projects appear to be
highly paternalisticand top-down. This ex-
plains the limited success that government
interventions have yielded despite the al-
location of resources and official recogni-
tion of San as a ‘development priority’.

After two national land conferences —
in 1991 and 2018 — the concerns about
the San people’s alienation from their an-
cestral land continue to be neglected.
Many other ethnic groups in Namibia am-
plify their colonial land dispossession to
make claims for restitution in a manner
suggestive of historical amnesia.

[ am not suggesting that other ethnic
groups must speak on behalf of the San
people. However, the deliberate indiffer-
ence to the plight of minority groups does
not augur well for the ethos of social jus-
tice. How do we embrace peaceful coex-
istence and equality for all when we deny
the humanity of others through deliberate
exclusion and historical erasure? The
struggle by Dalits in India and across the
globe to organise around issues that af-
fect them isinstructive in fighting oppres-
sion and exclusion. In 2019, Chief
Frederick Langman of the #Kao //Aesa
Traditional Authority is reported to have
rebuked the usage of ‘marginalized’ when
talking about San communities.

“I have swallowed enough of these
glowing coals and want to get rid of what
is in my heart because it burns me. Stop
using this term [marginalized],” the chief
said. (Source: Xoagub, F. 2019 [June 17th])

The writer teaches sociology at the
University of Namibia, Windhoek,

and is associated with a Windhoek-based
think tank, IPPR.

Suraj Yengde, author of Caste Matters,
curates the fortnightly ‘Dalitality’ column
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As Dhankhar moves to
Centre, a Raj Bhavan link

AS ITS most recent occupant, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, gets ready to be swornin as the
Vice-President of the country, there is an-
other link between the Raj Bhavan in
Kolkata and our national Parliament.

Abuilding connected with the legisla-
tive history of our country, the Bhavan has
onits first floor a room distinct from oth-
ers with its plain white walls and func-
tional furniture, unlike other rooms in the
sprawling structure with their priceless
art and carpets. This is the Council
Chamber, where pre-independent India’s
first “central though rudimentary” legis-
lature started its journey.

We can trace the evolution of modern
law-making institutions to the East India
company. Its officers were empowered to
make laws under the charter given by the
British government in 1601. A council of the
company’s senior officers carried out the
corporation’s administration in Bombay,
Madras and Calcutta. These settlements
were independent, each with its own com-
mittee, and their meeting venue was the
Council Chamber in the respective cities.

Over the next 170 years, the trading
company would spread its tentacles and
become a political and territorial power.
The changing nature of the company
would eventually lead to the British par-

- .l

Governor Dhankhar at an interaction in the Council Chamber. Credit @jdhankhar1

is no palace yet built for him, he lives in a
house on the Esplanade, opposite the
Citadel. The house is handsome, but by no
means equal to what it ought to be for a
personage of such importance. Many pri-
vate individuals in the town have houses as
good; and if the Governor were disposed

liament taking more inter- to any extraordinary lux-
est in its affairs. Governor-General ury, he must curb his incli-
Centralisation of power ac- nation for want of the nec-
companied this l;hift, and WeueSley would essary accommodation of
Calcutta (as it was known Splur gemoney on room. The house of the
then) became the seat of constructing the Governor of Pondicherry is
administration. The British G H much more magnificent.”

Parliament’s Regulating overnment House A house in Calcutta
Act of 1773 made the (the present Raj worthy of the representa-

Presidency of Bengal
supreme, and its Governor
became the Governor

Bhavan). The
excesses associated

tive of the East India com-
pany was the brainchild of
Governor-General Richard

General, assisted by a with the construction Colley Wellesley. He was
council of four members. : anlrish aristocrat whowas
Until the beginning of the W,0uld later COSF him appointed  Governor-
19th century, the Governor his governor: Shlp General in 1797 and took

General and his Council

met in different Calcutta buildings. A per-
manent venue for these meetings resulted
from constructing a home for the
Governor General. Till then, Governors did
not have an official residence and lived in
houses rented from the local nawabs,
which some found unsatisfactory.

A Frenchman travelling to Calcutta in
1798 wrote, “the Governor General of the
English Settlements East of the Cape of
Good Hope resides at Calcutta... As there

charge of his office amonth
before his 38th birthday. He would splurge
money on constructing the Government
House (the present Raj Bhavan)and throw
a party to mark its opening in 1803. After
that, his tenure in India was short-lived, as
the excesses associated with the construc-
tion would cost him his governorship.

In the coming years, the British
Parliament began exerting more control
over the company in India. In 1833 it en-
acted a law to strip the company of its

trading rights and separate the executive
and law-making functions of the Council.
The law would set up one Legislative
Council for all British territories in India
and appoint a law member. The venue for
the meetings of this body would be the
Council Chamber on the first floor of the
Government House.

Changes in the 1850s would lay the
foundation of modern parliamentary
functioning in the country. Legislative de-
liberations in the Council were conducted
orally, instead of in writing as was done
earlier, Bills started getting examined by
select committees and Legislative Council
proceedings became open to the public
and reportable by the press.

The Indian Penal Code of 1860, which
defines crime and punishment in the
country, was discussed and passed in this
Council Chamber. Some proceedings of
the Council also invited considerable
public interest, like the 1883 Ilbert Bill,
which allowed Indian judges to preside
over cases involving British subjects. The
discussion on the law had to be held ina
hall outside the Council Chamber to ac-
commodate everyone interested in the
debate. The British constructed another
Council Chamber in the Government
House in Shimla when the government
shifted to the hills in the summers. And
when the capital of British India moved
to Delhi, so did the Legislative Council and
its Chamber.
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ERUDITE AND stylish Trinamool Congress
MP Mahua Moitra countered snarky com-
ments questioning her ownership of a
Louis Vuitton bag with biting sarcasm.
“Modiji sent me some of the proceeds after
auctioning his 10 lakh rupee suit. [ bought
a handbag,” Moitra retorted on Twitter,
whenasked about the source of her funds.
For the uninitiated, a short video of Moitra
shoving her LV bag out of sight went viral;
observant Twitterati gleefully pounced on
the irony that at the time, the TMC's Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar was rueing the calami-
tously high prices of goods, in Parliament.
Moitra, an ex investment banker, remained
coolly unperturbed by oblique criticisms
from online bystanders; she retaliated by

The power in the purse strings

posting many more images of herself with
the same designer bag.

The hullabaloo around Moitra’s expen-
siveaccessoryisemblematicof alarger ques-
tion that perplexes large swathes of human-
ity: what's with women and their obsession
with obscenely priced handbags? It’s worth
delving into because Indians tend to get in-
sufferably righteous about how other people
spend their money. Ah, the pleasurable in-
dignation of sneering at wannabes who de-
rive joy out of slinging leather embossed
with massive L and V initials! One needn’t
beasociologist to see these banal judgments
stem from a history of wretched scarcity;
lest we forget, three million Indians died of
starvation in the Bengal Famine of 1943.
When the lockdown began, we witnessed
horrifying scenes of migrant labour walking
totheirvillages,enduring unspeakable hard-
ships along the way. With somuchinequal-

ity staring us in the face every day, a confus-
ing mix of envy and contempt clouds our
perspective, when we think about self-in-
dulgent extravagances.

Undoubtedly, the women who go on
waiting lists for the It-bag of the season are
rarely discerning aesthetes motivated by
cutting edge design — mostly, they’re con-
forming to the ideals of success laid down
by society. Is that wrong? It is, perhaps, all
too human that we need signs of respect
from the world to feel good about ourselves.
Highsstatus, as experienced by elite athletes
or Nobel laureates, is a rarity; for the major-
ity of us, our social position rests precariously
on what we achieve, which is then slyly re-
vealed by what we possess. It's what econ-
omists call signaling, and whether we do it
consciously or not, our jobs, degrees and
lifestyle, convey our significance, and our
ambitions. Some years back I had profiled

anenterprising entrepreneur whostarteda
designer bag rental business with her per-
sonal collection of 24 bags. One of her young
clients chose a trendy Chanel clutch to rent
for a date with a prospective husband: a
clear, non-verbal message establishing the
standards she was accustomed to.

Let’s face it, no one’s buying a Rolex for
Rs 20 lakh to tell the time or a Mercedes
for Rs 70 lakh to drive at 50 kmph on
Delhi’s roads. In his seminal inquiry into
class consciousness, Status Anxiety, mod-
ern philosopher Alain de Botton argues
that the predominant impulse behind the
desire for pricey acquisitions stems from
astate ofinsecure lovelessness. “We're all
stuck with a congenital uncertainty as to
our own value,” writes de Botton compas-
sionately, insinuating that wild spending
is always a desperate bid for the world’s
attention. In millennial lingo, it translates

to FOMO, Fear of Missing Out. Alas, the
tormenting suspicion of the existence of a
rarefied parallel universe where refine-
ment and taste reside — only for an exclu-
sive few — is what keeps constant discon-
tentment and luxury brands alive.
Therich get an unfairly bad rap for con-
spicuous consumption. But making a virtue
of frugality as amorally superior way of life
isequally irritating. If brand consciousness
didn’t exist, we would all be driving Tata
Nanos. We're not because we don’t want
tobe seenin the world’s cheapest car. Ratan
Tata himself has lamented the advertising
mistake that doomed the Nano, that failed
torecognise that consumers are deeply as-
pirational. At every level, complex asser-
tions of status shape our Darwinian uni-
verse; Chanel, Dior and LV are merely
convenient punching bags.
The writer is director, Hutkay Films

New Delhi
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The Yogi
model

WHEN THE Chief Minister of Karnataka
declared that he was ready to use the ‘Yogi
model’ in his state, | expected outrage
from the political class. And, especially
from my brethren in the media. It is true
that millions of Indians have no idea that
the rule of law is the foundational pillar of
democracy, but we in the media know this
well. So, is it cynicism or fear that has
caused such little outrage? Whatever the
reason, it makes us complicit. And we
should be speaking loudly because there
are too many BJP voices raised in defence
of the ‘Yogi model’ for us to remain silent.

In a way, Basavaraj Bommai did India
afavour by saying what he did. He will be
remembered as the first senior BJP leader
who has admitted that there is a ‘Yogi
model’ and that he would not hesitate to
use it. Bulldozers, instead of the rule of
law, have been used in Madhya Pradesh
and in Delhi, but when questioned about
this in court, BJP leaders have gone out of
their way to assert that it was mere coin-
cidence that bulldozers demolished peo-
ple’s homes in the immediate wake of an
incident of violence.

Let me now analyse for you the ‘Yogi
Model'. The mildest way that I can de-
scribe itis thatitis an abomination. It is
founded on the principle that it will not
be courts who decide if someone is
guilty of a crime but officials with bull-
dozers, acting at the behest of a politi-
cal leader. Crime and punishment are
both decided by officials and the pun-
ishment meted out to those suspected
of a crime is that their homes are
crushed by bulldozers. If this brutal kind
of retribution is ever challenged in a
court, it will be pointless. Those who
have suffered this barbaric form of ‘jus-
tice’ have already lost everything that
they may have spent a lifetime building.

Last week Rahul Gandhi called a press
conference to announce the death of
democracy. It puzzled me that he did not
mention the ‘Yogi model’ as an example
of what he meant. Instead, he repeated
something he has said ad nauseum, that
the RSS has taken over the ‘infrastructure’
of democracy and that four people are
running India. Has Rahul not noticed yet
that this has no resonance with the peo-
ple? Maybe there would be resonance if
he said, for instance, that the ‘Yogi model’
is anti-democratic and violates basic hu-
man rights.

The worst criminals convicted in a
court of law continue to have the right to
their homes and properties. Their fami-
lies are not rendered homeless and desti-
tute by their conviction. It is only the ‘Yogi
model’ that gives officials the right to go
around destroying people’s lives without
bothering to prove their guilt through due
process ina court of law. And yet, this hor-
rific form of rough justice has its admir-
ers. They shriek their support on social
media on the grounds that the process of
justice takes too long. It does.

As we approach the 75th anniversary
of our Independence, it is shameful that
our criminal justice system is so broken
that it takes decades for murderers, rapists
and terrorists to be punished. Our
Supreme Court judges expound elo-
quently on what the problem is but why
has there not yet been a Chief Justice who
has offered real solutions? Not only is the
process of justice cumbersome and ar-
chaic, the sad truth is that most Indians
cannot even afford to go to court. There
are other questions. Why do the courts re-
main clogged with cases that should have
been decided long ago? Why do court-
rooms look like storerooms for old files?
Why do judges need thousands of words
to pronounce judgments? Why are there
not enough judges?

Many, many things in the justice sys-
tem need urgent fixing. But the ‘Yogi
model’ cannot be the alternative. Political
leaders must not be allowed to become
judge, jury and executioner. This is the
‘Yogi model'. The scariest thing is that if
the State itself is seen to disrespect the law
of the land, it loses the right to expect or-
dinary citizens to respect the law. The re-
sult is that slowly but surely faith in
democracy begins to die.

Rahul Gandhi is right when he draws
attention to the diminution of democracy.
Where he is wrong is that instead of tak-
ing to the streets to demand something
that would resonate with the people, he
seems to protest only when his family is
directly affected by the Enforcement
Directorate. Rising prices and unemploy-
ment were the ostensible reason for last
week’s protests and press conference, but
these are not things that suddenly hap-
pened. What did suddenly happen was
that the Gandhi family was summoned
by the Enforcement Directorate for al-
leged irregularities in the way the
National Herald was being run.

When important leaders are shown
that they are not above the law, this is a
good thing. It strengthens democracy.
Whatis adirect threat to democracy is the
‘Yogi model’. The Chief Minister of
Karnataka should be ashamed that he has
become the latest proponent of this jun-
gle justice. Those who believe that it was
this kind of rough justice that won Yogi
Adityanath a second term in office should
also be ashamed. The ‘Yogi model’is a blot
on Indian democracy. It is not something
to be proud of.
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O WarcH
CRUDE AT MULTI-MONTH LOWwS

New York: Oil prices closed the week at their lowest levels since
February, rattled by worries a recession could hit fuel demand.
Brent crude settled at $94.92 a barrel, and US West Texas
Intermediate crude at $89.01. REUTERS
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SECTOR WATCH
MONETARY POLICY

Behind RBI's 50-bp

hike: ‘Unacceptably
high’ inflation level,
low global growth

SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI, AUGUST 6

WITH AN eye on inflation
amid the prevailing global
uncertainties, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on Friday
announced a hike of 50 bps
inthe repo rate — at which it
lends to commercial banks —
thereby taking the cumula-
tive rate hike over the last
three months at 140 bps.
Here is a look at why the RBI
continued with its aggressive
stance and the impact it
could have on borrowers.

Why the 50-bp hike?

As it decided to go for a
second 50-bp hike in a mat-
ter of two months, high levels
of inflation was the key con-
cern for the RBI's Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC).

“With inflation expected
to remain above the upper
threshold in Q2 and Q3, the
MPC stressed that sustained
high inflation could desta-
bilise inflation expectations
and harm growth in the
medium term. The MPC,
therefore, judged that further
calibrated withdrawal of
monetary accommodation is
warranted to keep inflation
expectations anchored and
contain the second-round ef-
fects,” the central
bank said in its
MPC statement.

Even as the
consumer price
inflation  has
eased from its
surge in April, the
MPC noted that it
remains uncomfortably high
and above the upper thresh-
old of the target.

“Inflationary pressures
are broad-based and core in-
flation remains at elevated
levels. The volatility in global
financial markets is imping-
ing upon domestic financial
markets, including the cur-
rency market, thereby lead-
ing to imported inflation.”

EXPLAINED

Why is RBI not drawing
comfort from softening
inflation?

Even as Governor Das
stated that CPI inflation has
peaked and the RBI has pro-
jected inflation to soften and
come down to 5 per cent in
Q1FY24, the regulator went
ahead with a 50-bp hike as it
said that inflation currently
remains at unacceptable lev-
els and global uncertainties
prevail. The MPC felt there
are global challenges on the
front of globalised inflation-
ary surges, tightening of fi-
nancial conditions, sharp ap-
preciation of the US dollar
and lower growth across ge-
ographies and hence mone-
tary policy has to act.

“Inflation still remains at
7 per cent and at unaccept-
ably high levels. So with that
kind of trajectory monetary
policy has to act... There are
several uncertainties thatare
clouding the outlook, so
monetary policy has to be

Il

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das said the regulator has
projected inflation to fall
to 5% in Q1FY24. Prifile

there and therefore the ac-
tion of 50 bps,” said Das.

How will it hit borrowers
and depositors?

With Friday’s hike of 50
bps, the RBI has now raised
the repo rate by 140 bps
over the last three months.
This is set to hit existing
home loan customers and
prospective  borrowers
further, as they will see an
increase in lending rates.

However, at the same
time, conservative investo-
rs who like to park their
funds in fixed deposits of
banks will benefit as banks
are also likely to raise their
deposit rates following the
rate hike. The deposit rate
hike, however,
will also be
dependent
upon the credit
demand in the
economy and
the need for
banks to raise
additional

funds.

The rate hike, however,
will hit borrowers earlier.
Banks and housing finance
companies (HFCs) already
raised their lending rates
between 70-90 bps after
the 90-bp hike in repo rate
in May and June. Banks
and HFCs are now again
expected to raise rates.

Following the 140-bp
hike in repo rate over the
last three months, if the
lending rates were to rise
by 150 bps, it will have a
significant impact on
equated monthly
instalments (EMIs). For
example, if the rate on
your home loan goes up by
150 bps from 7 per cent in
April to 8.5 per cent, the
EMI on principal
outstanding of Rs 50 lakh
for 15 years will go up from
Rs 44,941 toRs 49,236 — a
rise of Rs 4,295 in monthly
EMIs if the tenure is kept
constant. However, if the
rates were to rise by 200
bps by the end of the year
(which is expected given
RBI's enhanced concerns
over inflation), customers
would see their loan rate
going up from around 7
per cent now to 9 per cent.
In that case, the EMI for the
same loan would rise to Rs
50,713 —aRs 5,771 rise per
month. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —
OB Q1 netrises

New Delhi: State-owned
Indian Overseas Bank (I0B)
on Saturday posted a 20%
rise in net profit to I392
crore for the first quarter of
the current fiscal, helped by
adecline in bad loans. The
lender had reported a net
profit of X327 crore in the
April-June quarter of FY22.

Fortis Q1 net

New Delhi: Fortis Healthcare
posted 69% decline in con-
solidated net profit at 134
crore for the quarter ended
June. The healthcare major
had seen anet profit of 3431
crore, including an excep-
tional gain of 3306 crore, in
April-June 2021-22.PTI

MANY STATE-RUN, PRIVATE LENDERS RAISE LENDING RATES N |' I I hitS back after

With RBI moving torising
rate cycle, banks hike RLLR

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI, AUG 6

SEVERAL BANKS have raised
their repo rate-linked lending
rates (RLLR) after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on Friday in-
creased the repo rate by 50 basis
points (bps) to 5.40 per cent.

Public sector lenders includ-
ing Bank of Baroda (BoB), Punjab
National Bank (PNB), Union
Bank of India, as well as private
sector ICICI Bank on Saturday
raised their RLLRs.

Following the hike, BoB’s
RLLR stands at 7.95 per cent, with
5.40 per cent as RBI repo rate and
a mark-up of 2.55 per cent. The
new RLLR will be effective from
Saturday. PNB has increased its
RLLR from 7.40 per cent to 7.90
per cent, while Bank of India’s
RLLR stands at 8.25 per cent,
with effect from Friday.

MAJOR BANKS THAT INCREASED RATES

W Bank of Baroda’s repo rate-
linked lending rate (RLLR)
stands at 7.95%, with 5.40% as
RBIreporate and a mark-up
of 2.55%

M Punjab National Bank
hikedits RLLR to 7.90% and
Bank of India to 8.25%

M Bank of Maharashtra’s
RLLR will be 7.70% and Union
Bank of India’s external
benchmarked lending rates
(EBLR)stands at 7.70%

WICICI Bank’s EBLR, which s
peggedto the RBIreporate,
stands at9.10%

Bank of Maharashtra’s RLLR
will stand at 7.70 per cent from
August 10 and Union Bank of
India’s external benchmarked
lending rates (EBLR) stands at
7.70 per cent, effective August 11.

ICICI Bank’s EBLR, which is
pegged to the RBI repo rate,
stands at 9.10 per cent.

RLLR is linked to or is based
on the repo rate and is revised
every time the RBI changes pol-

FY22: Over 5 cr mobile
services-related complaints
received against telcos

More than five crore complaints were received against
telecom operators related to mobile services during
2021-22, the government informed Parliament

~ Complaints
5 " 5 cr related to

cellular mobile telephone services
registered by consumers through
helpline numbers of operators at
complaint centres during 2021-
22, Minister of State for
Communications Devusinh

Chauhan told the Lok Sabhaina
written reply

~ 540/ Share of
0complaints
received against Airtel alone within

total complaints against various
telecom service providers (TSPs)

Airtel
2,99,68,519

Complaints against various TSPsrelated to
mobile telephonereceived during 2021-22:

Vodafone
Idea

2,17,85,460

Reliance Jio
25,80,000

icy rates. With the RBI moving
intoarising rate cycle, banks too
have started raising their lend-
ingrates, both externally bench-
marked and marginal cost of
funds-based (MCLR). Since April,
the RBI has increased the repo
rate by 140 bps in three tranches.

As the transmission of mon-
etary policy takes place more ef-
fectively under the EBLR regime,
banks are opting to switch to the

52.3 lakh

Number of BSNL customers
who opted for network port
outin2021-22

Subscribers who portedin to
BSNL last fiscal

58911 (B

No. of grievances received
through Centralised Public
Grievance Redressal and
Monitoring System
(CPGRAMS)inFY22, of
which 58,224 were resolved

system. As per RBl data, the share
of loans under the EBLR-based
system, for all banks, has in-
creased to 39.2 per cent in
December 2021 from 28.6 per
cent in March.

The immediate increase in
RLLR or EBLR by banks and a
comparatively delayed increase
in deposit rates augurs well for
their margins. In addition to the
RLLR, banks are also increasing
their MCLR. ICICI Bank, PNB, Yes
Bank and Bank of India also
raised their MCLR by 10-15 bps
before the RBI policy decision.

While banks revise RLLR
whenever there is a change in
repo rate, MCLR is revised by
lenders every month. Other
lenders like Housing Develop-
ment Finance Corporation
(HDFC) and LIC Housing Finance
have also increased their retail
prime lending rate (RPLR) on
home loans. WITHFE

CO|
RE

PLAINTS

A
STATE-OWNED

Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Ltd

Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam
Ltd (MTNL)

Complaints received at complaint centres through customer helpline numbers are resolved by the concerned TSP.
Where complaints are not resolved by TSPs, complainants can approach the public grievance wing of the Department
of Telecommunications, which are monitored and resolved through CPGRAMS portal

Source: Government data/PTI

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, AUGUST 6

STATE BANK of India (SBI) on
Saturday reported a 6.7 per cent
year-on-year (y-o-y) fall in its
first quarter net profit toRs 6,068
crore as losses in the treasury
portfolio hurt the bank’s non-in-
terest income.

SBI’s net interest income
(NII), or the difference between
interest earned and expended,

DINESH KHARA
Chairman, SBI File

0.7% t0 0,068 crore

rose 13 per cent y-o-y to Rs
31,196 crore. The domestic net
interest margin (NIM) fell 17 ba-
sis points (bps) sequentially to

3.23 per cent.
The hit on account of mark-
to-market (MTM) losses

amounted to Rs 6,549 crore. The
MTM hit also had an adverse im-
pacton the SBI's return on assets
(RoA)and return on equity (RoE),
which were down 9 bps and 203
bps onay-o-y basis, respectively.

SBI Chairman Dinesh Khara

said the bank was confident of
recouping losses in its invest-
mentbook over the course of the
year.

The Reserve Bank of India’s
back-to-back rate hikes in May
and June led to a firming up of
yields in Q1FY23 and hit most
banks’ bond portfolios.

On Saturday, Khara said more
than the rate hike, SBI's treasury
performance will be a function
of how yields on government
bonds move. FE

KCR skips governing
council meeting over
‘Centre’s attitude’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

HOURS AFTER Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao
said that he will not attend NITI
Aayog’s governing council meet-
ing on Sunday, the government
think-tank hit back at him, call-
ing his decision “unfortunate”.
Rao had on Saturday said that
he would boycott the meeting to
protest “the Centre’s attitude”,
and objected to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi “dismissing wel-
fare schemes as freebies”, mark-
ing the latestin a series of his at-
tacks on the BJP-led Central
government. In a letter to PM
Modi, Rao said that the Aayog
was started “with the lofty ob-
jective of bringing the states on
the same page with the Centre.”
“But recent unpleasant hap-
penings have givenrise to anin-
escapable realisation that the
federal structure of India is be-
ing systematically eroded by
some deliberate actions by the
government of India,” he wrote,
adding that “the blatant discrim-
ination against some states even
in the legitimate functions as-
signed to them in the Constitut-
ion leaves much to be desired”.
Countering his claims, the
NITI Aayog in a statement said
that a delegation led by the or-
ganisation’s Vice Chairman had
met Rao in Hyderabad in January
2021 todiscuss development is-
sues pertaining to the state.
“More recently, despite requests
made by NITI Aayog for a meet-
ing, the Chief Minister did not re-
spond,” the think-tank said.
The governing council meet-
ing, scheduled for Sunday, is
chaired by the Prime Minister
and has chief ministers and li-
etenant governors as its mem-
bers. Rao had also missed the
governing council meeting in
2019 along with then Punjab CM
Amrinder Singh and West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee.
According to a detailed
agenda of the meeting seen by
The Sunday Express, interven-
tions by CMs and L-Gs are ex-
pected to last for a little over
three hours, where issues such
as crop diversification, imple-
mentation of the National
Education Policy and urban gov-
ernance, among others are sup-
posed to be discussed. External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar is
also set to give a presentation on
India’s presidency of the G20
summit which the country will
hold from December 1, 2022 to
November 30, 2023. The meet-
ing is scheduled to start at 9.45
AM and end at 4 PM on Sunday.
Stating that the Aayog’s rec-
ommendations were being ig-
nored, Rao cited recommenda-
tions for a Rs 5,000-crore

Petrol, diesel price freeze: Record quarterly loss for HPCL

New Delhi: Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) on
Saturday reported its highest
ever quarterly net loss of Rs
10,196.94 crore in the June quar-
ter as a freeze on petrol and
diesel price revision wiped away
record refining margins.

A standalone net loss of Rs
10,196.94 crore during April-
June compares with a net profit
of Rs 1,795 crore in the same pe-
riod a year back, according to a
filing with the stock exchanges.

During the quarter, HPCLand
other state-owned fuel retailers
Indian Oil (IOC) and Bharat
Petroleum (BPCL) did not revise
petrol and diesel prices in line
with rising costs to help the gov-
ernment contain runaway infla-
tion. The basket of crude oil India
imports averaged $109 per bar-
rel but the retail pump rates
were aligned to about $85-86 a
barrel cost.

Because of the freeze, I0C too
reported anetloss of Rs 1,992.53

crore for the June quarter.

Loss for I0C, which is nearly
double the size of HPCL, was
smaller as it had vast oil refining
and petrochemical businesses to
offset some of the losses on fuel
marketing. HPCL on the other
hand sells more fuel than it pro-
duces. To meet nearly one-
fourth of the market it controls, it
has to buy petrol, diesel and LPG
from refineries, who would sell
the fuel at market price and not
subsidised rates. PTI

New Delhi: Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) on
Saturday reported a net loss
of Rs 6,291 crore in the first
quarter of current fiscal on
holding fuel prices despite
rise in cost.

Net loss of Rs 6,290.8
crore in April-June againstRs
3,192.58 crore in the same

BPCL posts 26,291 cr Ql net loss

period a year back, it said.

Revenue from operations
rose to Rs 1.38 lakh crore
against Rs 89,688.98 crore.
The company earned $27.51
on turning every barrel of
crude oil into fuel in the
quarter as against $4.12 per
barrel gross refining margin
ayear back. PTI

JUNE ENDS WITH $105.4 BILLION OF CASH AND EQUIVALENTS IT COULD STILL DEPLOY

Berkshire Hathaway posts $43.8-bn loss as stock holdings slide

JONATHAN STEMPEL
NEW YORK, AUGUST 6

THE SLIDE in US stock prices
punished Berkshire Hathaway
Inc’s bottom line in the second
quarter as the company run by
billionaire Warren Buffett posted
a$43.8 billion loss.

Berkshire nevertheless gen-
erated nearly $9.3 billion of profit
fromits operating businesses, as
improvement from reinsurance
and the BNSF railroad offset a
loss at the Geico car insurer,
where car parts shortages and
higher vehicle prices boosted
losses from accidents.

Rising interest rates and div-

idend payouts  helped
Berkshire’s insurance units gen-
erate more money from invest-
ments, while the strengthening
US dollar boosted profit from the
company’s European and
Japanese debt investments.

Berkshire also slowed pur-
chases of its stocks, including its
own, though it ended June with
$105.4 billion of cash and equiv-
alents it could still deploy.

In its quarterly report,
Berkshire said “significant dis-
ruptions of supply chains and
higher costs have persisted” as
new Covid-19 variants emerge
and because of geopolitical con-
flicts including Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

STOCK PURCHASES SLOWED

THE WARREN
Buffett-owned Berkshire
Hathaway also slowed
purchases of its stocks,
including its own, though
itended June with $105.4
billion of cashand
equivalents it could still
deploy

Reuters file

However, it said direct losses
to the company have not been
material, despite the impact of
higher costs for materials, ship-
ping and labour.

Net results suffered from

Berkshire’s $53 billion of losses
from investments and deriva-
tives. Accounting rules require
Berkshire to report the losses
withits results evenif it buys and
sells nothing.

Buffett urges investors to ig-
nore the fluctuations, and
Berkshire will make money if
stocks rise over time. In 2020, for
example, Berkshire lost nearly
$50 billion in the first quarter as
Covid took hold, but made $42.5
billion for the full year.

The quarterly net loss was
equal to $29,754 per Class A
share, and compared with a net
profit of $28.1 billion, or $18,488
per Class A share, a year earlier.

Berkshire’s $9.28 billion of
operating profit, or about $6,326
per Class A share, rose 39 per
cent from $6.69 billion, or $4,424
per Class A share, a year earlier.
Currency gains on foreign debt
totaled $1.06 billion.

New Delhi

Abel sells energy co stake

Meanwhile, Berkshire said its
vice chairman Greg Abel, who is
set to succeed Buffett as chief ex-
ecutive, sold his 1 per cent stake
in the company’s Berkshire
Hathaway Energy unit for $870
million.

In its quarterly report,
Berkshire said the energy unit
bought out Abelin June under an
agreement among them and the
family of the late billionaire phil-
anthropist Walter Scott, which
owns an 8 per cent stake.

The conglomerate took a
$362 million charge to capital,
reflecting the premium over
how much the stake’s value was
reflected onits books. REUTERS

K Chandrashekhar Rao. The
Telangana CM recently
objected to PM Narendra
Modi “dismissing welfare
schemes as freebies”. File

irrigation grant for Telangana’s
Mission Kakatiya and another
for a Rs 19,205-crore assistance
for Mission Bhagiratha to pro-
vide drinking water to every
household in the state.

Responding to his criticism,
the Aayog said that over the last
four years, the Centre has allo-
cated Rs 3,982 crore under the
JalJeevan Mission for Telangana.
“However, the state (Telangana)
chose to draw only Rs 200 crore.”

“The Government of India
has been consistently support-
ing states in financial matters in-
cluding for flagship schemes/
programmes of national impor-
tance. Overall allocation under
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
have increased from Rs. 2,03,740
croresin2015-16toRs.4,42,781
crores in 2022-23,i.e. more than
double during this period, in ad-
dition to the substantial hike in
awards under the Fourteenth
Finance Commission from 32%
to42%,” the Aayog said.

Rao said he felt happy when
the Aayog had constituted a
group of chief ministers to give
recommendations on develop-
mental issues. “However, it was
short-lived as the institution
failed to live up to the expecta-
tions,” he said.

“The basis of these recom-
mendations was the unanimous
belief that not all the schemes
contemplated, designed and fi-
nalised by the Centre, serve their
intended purpose considering
the vast diversity and different
needs of states. With much pain
and anguish, let me point out
that such an important recom-
mendation has been aside and
onthe contrary, I find the Centre
to be micromanaging the
schemes, giving a complete go-
by to the state-specific needs
which are best left to individual
states,” he said.

Accusing the Centre of failing
to fulfil its promises, Rao won-
dered what the Niti Aayog had
achieved in the past eight years.
“Itappears that the NDA govern-
ment is not bothered about the
Niti Aayog and there is no point
in attending the meeting.”

Musk challenges
Twitter CEO to
debate on bots

ELON MUSK
CEO, Tesla Inc Reuters file

Bengaluru: Elon Musk on Satur-
day challenged Twitter Inc CEO
Parag Agrawal to a public debate
about the percentage of bots on
the social media platform. "Let
him prove to the public that
Twitter has <5% fake or spam
daily users!," Musk tweeted.

Twitter on Thursday dis-
missed a claim by Musk that he
was hoodwinked into signing a
$44billion agreement to buy the
company.

The Tesla chief executive filed
acountersuit against Twitter on
July 29, escalating his legal fight
against the company over his bid
to walk away from the purchase
agreement. Earlier on Saturday,
Musk said that if Twitter could
provide its method of sampling
100 accounts and how it con-
firmed that the accounts are real,
his deal to buy the company
should proceed on its original
terms. REUTERS
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The tiny home movement with its focus
on responsible choices and living light is
catching up in the country

Rinku Ghosh

NNA REDDY, a retired

teacher from Bengaluru, is

living free in the autumn of

her life. She has downsized

and moved into a 320 sq. ft

tiny home that hasbeen up-
cycled from an old shipping container.
Havinglived through the loneliness of a lock-
down and waking up to the need for smart
budgeting as a pensioner, she has chosen to
be resource-conscious without feeling the
pinch. So, she’s leased a patch of land on a
friend’s farm far out of the city, parked her
pre-fabricated home on an outcrop overlook-
ing a lake, plushed up the interiors and
wrapped herself with a huge sun deck. Apart
from sleeping, cooking and chores, she
spends sunrise to sundown outdoors, tend-
ing to her organic garden, attempting some
landscaping with rocks and foliage, writing
ablog on the patio, loung-
ing with her dog, dining
with friends under the
stars and watching the
season change colour.
“Can we make room for
something more mean-
ingful in our lives than
clutter it with things that
one has no use for
and spaces that are un-
manageable?” asks the
58-year-old.

Not far down the road
are Rohit and Maya
Chinnaswamy, both soft-
ware professionals in
their late 20s, who have a
tiny home of their ownin
aland bought years ago by their parents. Just
married, and with COVID-19 giving legiti-
macy to a work-from-home culture, they
have created their oasis without the burden
of EMIs, living rich rather than squeezing
themselves into a city apartment.
“Minimalism is not about giving up, it is
about choosing what you need. We don’t
have the big TV wall but we have a bigger
drop-down projector screen,” says Rohit.

The tiny-house movement, which advo-
cates a “living with less philosophy”, is no
longer an alternative way of living. As cities
bulge out of the seams and shrink the greens,
tiny houses are being seen as a sustainable,
energy-saving and low-carbon footprint re-
ality than an option. In India, where homes
are repositories of memories, collectibles and
heirlooms and the acquisitive measure of
success, we seem to be right-sizing our

mindset where bigger does not mean better
and less is more.

Reddy says she had to cut her belongings
by one-third. That wasn’t difficult. “I hadn’t
used them in years. ButI kept my books. My
‘smart’ kitchenis bigger and more functional.
Maintenance fees and bills are now less than
half,Iam debt-free and can spiff up my home
in 15 minutes. My house is small, but [ am
living big,” says Reddy, who’s working on a
wildflower project with the locals. And
should she choose to move elsewhere, to the
hills or coast, she can dismantle and reassem-
ble her modular home.

So what s a tiny house? According to the
2018 definition by the International Code
Council in the US, it is a dwelling unit with a
maximum of 37 sq. m (400 sq. ft) of floor
area, excluding bedroom lofts and mezza-
nine fitouts. But they stretch outdoors with
extended porches, leading the inside to the
outside. It is debt-free living (the price range
varies from Rs 6 lakh to Rs 25 lakh depend-
ing on embellishments)
and low-maintenance.
Some day;, it will run off-
grid, with solar energy
and harvested rainwater.

With space optimisa-
tion a challenge for city
planners, tiny homes are
seen as a way of future-
proofing our existence on
this planet. And now that
industrialists like Anand
Mahindra are backing
Chennai-based Arun
Prabhu NG, who built a
portable house on an au-
torickshaw, and furniture
major IKEA is running a
pan-India “Tiny House
Project” since 2019, the trend has caught on.
The endorsement by Tesla chief Elon Musk,
who described his rented one-room pad at
Boca Chica, Texas, “more homey”, and with
Netflix and YouTube propagating the move-
ment, conspicuous consumerism is no
longer aspirational but a societal vice. In re-
source-starved times, bigness is about let-
ting go and making healthy space for the next
generation. Alternative living is an experi-
ment but considering that between 2014 and
2018, the average apartment size in seven
major Indian cities shrunk by 17 per cent, ac-
cording to a study done by ANAROCK
Property Consultants, the tiny-home move-
ment is carving out its niche in our realty
market. The US-based Jay Shafer, who started
his company, Tumbleweed Tiny House, in
1999, is today feted as an icon by millennial
tiny-home builders in India.
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(Clockwise from top)
Steel-frame tiny
home with wood

cladding by
Loomcrafts; Okno
Modhomes’ Swiss
chalet-style wooden
villas at Gandipet
near Hyderabad; the
interiors of
Habitainer’s Jade
Garden, Bengaluru;
its container-home
facade; interiors of
Caesar Fernandes’
Goahome; The
Little Ranch by
Tejaswi Rajanah, on
the outskirts
of Bengaluru

HABITAINER

“Owning a big house is a socio-cultural
statement and a small house has so far been
seen as a second home. Most of our pre-fab-
ricated homes were being used in resorts and
country estates with owners renting them
out for Airbnb guests. Post-pandemic, more
people want to live in them permanently.
With tech-enabled features and plush com-
forts, we have built more than 200 houses in
two years. We've even located one in
Hyderabad’s posh Banjara Hills. And while
south India had woken up to the concept for
some time, we are now getting orders from
the north as well,” says Payal Jindal, co-di-
rector of Loomcrafts, which builds steel mod-
ule homes with patented technology and
stylised interiors.

After the customer chooses the layout and
design, a unit is completed, from chassis to
electric wiring and interior fitments, at the
factory within 90 days. “Steel limits the use
of other materials, is structurally strong and
requires low-cost insulation in the form of
fiberglass blankets, which are fire- and
sound-resistant. And while we make trailer
houses for international customers, here we
place them on a cemented plinth. We then
plugin the water and electricity lines that are
available in farmlands or leased community

A Change is Gonna Come
Pakistani author Mohsin Hamid on upending
dystopias, finding ways to engage with a new
readership and his latest novel

SPOTLIGHT

HABITAINER

land,” Jindal adds. Loomcrafts offers an all-
weather guarantee for 50 years.
Bengaluru-based The Habitainer makes
luxury container homes with flippable sofa-
beds, bar-cum-tables, extendable kitchen
counters, and customised refrigerators.
Inspired by the high demand, its director
Gaurav Chouraria is now exploring possibil-
ities of setting up India’s first tiny-home com-
munity where investors can lease their own
little green patch and set up their homes. “We
have done 70 projects in 62 locations across
the country in the pandemic years. Of these,
only two are offices, the rest are homes. Many
have taken to the idea of living permanently
in container homes after their staycations at
Air bnbs during the pandemic,” he says. The
company buys containers at port auctions,
using 20 ft x 8 ft for regular homes and 40 ft
x 8 ft for premium ones. “There’s a 27-point
checklist. For example, we won'’t use contain-
ers that have carried radioactive material or
chemicals. We then strip it down and insulate
itwith aircraft grade rockwool. High ceilings
control ambient temperature and doors, sky-
lights and windows ensure cross ventilation.
People mistake tiny living as a cramped-up
compromise or forced minimalism. But the
basic idea is to stay indoors as little as possi-

New Delhi

ble and pursue activities outdoors,” he says.
While this may seem more apt for single
people, empty nesters and young people,
Chouraria dispels such misconceptions. “The
fluidity of adding or joining more containers
onyour land means that families can actually
stay close to each other while maintaining
privacy. And since these houses are portable,
you can take them as you move or sell them
online should your priorities change. You can
reuse, recycle and renew,” he says.
Chouraria is now tying up with camping
operators to strengthen his revenue stream
in the travel industry. Like Tejaswi Rajanah,
who owns a five-acre guava plantation, an
hour-and-half drive away from Bengaluru.
He’s parked a 160 sq. ft single container with
a200 sq. ft of porch called The Little Ranch.
“I rented it out during the pandemic at Rs
1,000 a day with discounted deals for stay-
cations. Overlooking a valley, it has good mo-
bile network connectivity where you can
comfortably ‘work from nature’,” he says. The
Little Ranch was built using a used shipping
container, which usually goes into scrap.
Two 23-year-olds from Hyderabad,
Harshit Puram and Parikshit Linga, are work-
ing with wood while building vacation
homes in Gandipet on the outskirts of
Hyderabad. Launched in April this year, Okno
Modhomes builds Swiss chalet-style homes
with atrium-high ceilings in 90 days. They
import guilt-free wood, from New Zealand,
Finland and Norway, which means that for
every tree cut, four more have already been
planted. “Besides the cellulose and water are
extracted in such a way that no termite and
moisture can get into them. Cement attracts
and radiates heat, wood does the reverse,”
says Puram. Leak proof, synchronised with
cloud-based voice service Alexa and fitted
out with IKEA, these span between 300 and
500 sq. ft. It is the only project to be recog-
nised by the Indian Green Building Council.
Caesar Fernandes, CEO, Wooden Homes
India, himself lives in a pre-fabricated 800
sq. fthome. He, too, imports certified red pine
and spruce planks, arguing that the
Scandinavian cutting technique reduces
wastage. “Our wood panels are interlocking.
And apart from treating the wood every two
years, there’s no maintenance really,” he says.
As tiny homes dot the margins of our big
cities, and in the absence of Western-style
building codes, what are the legalities involved
inbuilding one? Fernandes says, “Given their
portability, tiny homes are considered tem-
porary structures and do not come under civil
construction laws. Usually, people rent farm-
lands or take advantage of farmhouses owned
by friends and relatives but leasing land, par-
ticularly in tier lland Ill cities, where there are
controlled green zones (non-residential zone)
with 10 per cent allowed for housing, isa pos-
sibility. But we need revision of building
byelaws to dedicate new zones for 160-300
sq. ft living.” Nevertheless, a beginning has
been made. Simplicity, according to
Renaissance Man Leonardo Da Vinci, “is the
ultimate sophistication.”

LOOMCRAFTS
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Make in India

American filmmakers Anthony and
Joe Russo talk about tapping into
Indian talent and the challenges of
mounting large-scale entertainers

Alaka Sahani

HEN AMERICAN producer-director duo

Joe and Anthony Russo — widely known

as the Russo brothers — visited India last

month, coinciding with the Netflix re-
lease on July 22 of their latest action thriller The Gray
Man, they made it clear that they were aiming to grow
their association with it. “I love India. So, we will keep
casting Indian talent. The Indian film industry is so vi-
brant; it rivals Hollywood. There is so much talent here
that's untapped at an international level,” says Joe, 51, on
his third visit to the country.

The brothers, who have worked on major money-
spinners like Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014),
Captain America: Civil War (2016). Avengers: Infinity War
(2018) and Avengers: Endgame (2019), are familiar with
Indian talent. For their 2020 Netflix movie Extraction,
they worked with a bunch of Indian actors including
Pankaj Tripathi and Randeep Hooda. In The Gray Man,
Dhanush is the Lone Wolf and fights Ryan Gosling. The
brothers, who have been heaping praise on Dhanush for
being “a consummate professional”, have expressed
their wish to work again with the Asuran (2019) actor.
Meanwhile, they are working with Priyanka Chopra for
the spy-thriller series Citadel. Their time in Mumbai was
eventful. “Being here in India has let us see first-hand
how much entertainment is thriving here,” says Anthony.

Based on the novel The Gray Man (2009) by Mark
Greaney, the film was in the making for close to a decade.
“We were in awe of Greaney’s writing and the amount of
research he does. We are always on a quest to develop in-
teresting sideways to a genre. Having been inspired by the
"70s thrillers that we grew up on, The Gray Man encom-
passes themes of a complex political rebellion against the
system, and we have reflected on our own fears about the
world,” says Joe. The Gray Man revolves around CIA opera-
tive Court Gentry (Gosling), aka, Sierra Six. As he is hunted
across the globe by Lloyd Hansen (Chris Evans), a former
cohort at the CIA, he finds support in Agent Dani Miranda
(Ana de Armas). Soon, a spin-off movie, written by
screenwriters Paul Wernick and Rhett Reese (Deadpool,
Zombieland), will explore a different element of The Gray
Man universe. “We had intended The Gray Man to be part
of an expanded universe. We are thrilled that Netflix is an-
nouncing a sequel with Ryan, as well as a second script
that we’re excited to talk about soon,” says Joe.

Over the years, the brothers have built an impressive
filmography featuring multiple blockbusters. Their part-
nership started during their college days as Anthony
studied law and Joe studied acting. They got their break
when Steven Soderbergh approached them after watch-
ing their first feature Pieces (1997), an absurdist black-

BROTHERS

IN ARMS
(Above) astill
from the film

The Gray Man;
Anthony (left) and

Joe Russo

and-white comedy, and offered to produce their next
film. Since then, they have directed and produced several
talked-about movies and series. “It's difficult to describe
our process. It kind of naturally flows. At the end ofthe
day, itis about if you like the story and if others would
like it,” says Anthony.

The process of executing a project varies depending on
the nature of a story. “We try to figure out where we can
go cinematically with that story. We start thinking about
itatan abstract level, trying to find a few key ideas that we
want to use. Then, we move to the scripting phase. The
next stage is a more collaborative phase where we bring
in the people we want to work with — production design-
ers, actors, cinematographers,” Joe says.

Famous for creating big-screen spectacles — for in-
stance, Avengers: Infinity War (2018) with an impressive
ensemble cast that featured Robert Downey Jr, Chris
Hemsworth, Mark Ruffalo, Scarlett Johansson, Benedict
Cumberbatch, Tom Holland and others — they are aware
that after being cooped up in their homes for long
stretches of time, the audience is craving tent-pole
movies that serve as escapist fare. “Spectacle entertain-
ment allows you to escape. We like escapist entertain-
ment,” says Joe.

The biggest challenge while making spectacle movies,
according to them, is creating a convincing world. “The
Gray Man is set in a real world and you would think it's not
so hard to create. But to stage some major sequences in
the movie, we needed very specific locations,” says
Anthony. The Gray Man was shot in seven different loca-
tions across the globe including the US, France, the Czech
Republic, Thailand, Croatia, Austria and Azerbaijan. When
it comes to creating a fitting world for their characters, the
brothers think live-action movies can be much tougher
than working on a Marvel world. “When you are dealing
with worlds that simply don’t exist and are fantasy, the
concern is how are we creating it — physically or digitally?
Astory can live in your head forever but to make a movie,
you have to physicalise it,” Joe says.

Their next project, The Electric State, too, promises to
be a mass entertainer. “It’s a fantasy film and we start
shooting during the fall,” Joe says. The forthcoming adap-
tation of Simon Stdlenhag’s sci-fi graphic novel has al-
ready generated interest as it has roped in Stranger Things
(2016) star Millie Bobby Brown. Set in a retro-futuristic
past, The Electric State will tell the story of an orphan
Michelle (essayed by Brown) who teams up with a sweet
but mysterious robot and a drifter to look for her brother.

Oasis in the Desert

The 39th Jerusalem
Film Festival
offered a chance to
experience Israel, in
reel and real

Shubhra Gupta

TREAMING INTO Sultan’s Pool, the
open-to-the-sky location of the
opening film of the Jerusalem Film
Festival (JFF) 2022, you are aware of
the duality that is so overwhelm-
ingly present in this wondrous city: antiquity
and modernity. The large amphitheatre is said
to go back to Roman times, and here we are,
about to watch Ruben Ostlund’s Cannes win-
ner, Triangle of Sadness, a film about the reper-
cussions of 21st-century hedonism. It feels
both bizarre and perfectly fitting that in this
place, wherever you turn, the old and new mix
and meld, making it a unique experience.
Theideais to savour the films and the place
in a concise but comprehensive programme,
which ensures we do both in equal measure.
And we dive into it with enthusiasm from Day
1, which begins with a visit to the Old City. We
go back in time as we step inside. Narrow al-
leys lead into the Jewish, Muslim, Christian
quarters, each vastly different in flavour and
aspect, each withaliving population navigat-
ing the shifting complexities of the region.
Nothing I've read matches the actual ex-
perience, as we pause at a colourful mural fill-
ing up the whole wall (apparently a great
“selfie point”, which we duly take advantage
of); walk by remnants of the walls surround-
ing the city, and the shops heaped with arte-
factsand dried fruits. Itis the kind of old quar-
ter you will find across the Middle East, but
here in Jerusalem, you can feel the burden of
myth, history and conflict at every step.
Here's the start of Via Dolorosa (the Path of
Tears), where Christ is said to have walked, on
the way to his crucifixion. Up
ahead is the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, with a sharp arrow
of sunlight streaming in from
the open dome. And now we
are at the steps leading to the
Al-AgsaMosque, whichwe can
goup partway foraglimpse, for
only Muslims are allowed in.
And then we stop at the
Western Wall, a holy place
where Jews pray and place their
“wish-notes” in the crevices of
the wall. I place one of mine and just stand
there for a minute, absorbing the head-spin-
ning amalgamation of sights and sounds, be-
fore heading off to a delicious hummus-pita-
kebab lunchin the company of Daniella Gefen,
our most knowledgeable guide, and Matias
Sakkal, our friendly ever-helpful host.

COURTESY SHAIS SAMPSON

It takes considerable effort to wrench our-
selves back into the present. Riches await in
the solidly programmed 39th edition of the JFF,
withmore than 200 films spread over 10days.
The international competition
section has a clutch of films
from this year’s Cannes Film
Festival, including David
Cronenberg’s latest body-hor-
ror provocation Crimes of The
Future, Jerzy Skolimowski’s
quirky treatise on donkey wis-
dom EO, Park Chan-wook’s
crime thriller Decision to Leave,
Kore-eda Hirokazu's Broker,
which can be seen as a less ef-
fective, but still powerful, com-
panion piece to his 2018 film Shoplifters, and
Ali Abbasi's Iranian serial-killer noir Holy Spider.

[repeat-watchacouple,and then focuson
the films from Israel. It is interesting to learn
thatdocumentaries are popular, thanks to the
interest of viewers, supportive TV channels,
and grants, which enable filmmakers to em-

OLD AND NEW
(Clockwise from top)
the Western Wall and
the Al-Agsa Mosque
in the background in
the Old City of
Jerusalem; still from
the film June Zero;
the Movieland
theatre in Netanya;
still from the film
Barren; (below,

left)Shai S Sampson
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COURTESY SHAIS SAMPSON

bark onambitious non-fiction projects. But go-
ing by the films I caught, feature films are com-
ing back into their own: Concerned Citizen by
IdanHaguel, a tragicomedy involving menand
manners, Barren by Mordechai Vardi, about
the struggles of an Orthodox Jewish couple to
have a child, and June Zero by Jake Paltrow, a
movingaccountof atrio atthe periphery of the
Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann’s trial.
One of the highlights of my visit is an un-
planned but wholly fascinating evening spent
with the affable Shai S Sampson, the sole Israeli
distributor of Indian films in Israel. He asks if I
would like to be present at the premiere of
Ranbir Kapoor's Shamshera at his theatre in
Netanya, located on the other side of Tel Aviv.1
jump at his kind offer, and over the hour-and-
a-half spent driving to the theatre Movieland,
he talks about his father Solomon Sampson,
who migrated to Israel in the early '60s, and
was a pioneer in getting Bollywood movies to
the country. Shai also owns TV channels which
show Bollywood films in not just in Israel, but
several countries in Africaand Europe; the UK,

the US and Canada are on the cards soon.

Mainstream TV pushed Bollywood movies
to the margins around the '80s, but it is still a
lingering flavour amonga certain generation of
Israelis who grew up on Raj Kapoor movies, and
whoburstinto the evergreenditties Merajoota
haiJapani and Ichak dana from Shree420(1955)
without too much urging. The Jerusalem Press
Club director general, Uri Dromi, gives us a
hearty rendition of Ichak dana, as we are shown
around the impressive archives of the
Cinematheque, the film festival venue.

On our last day, a visit to the Yad Vashem
Holocaust memorial museum leaves us shaken
to the core. We've seen many cinematic repre-
sentations — the Oscar statuette for Spielberg’s
Schindler’s List(1994)is on exhibit — but the tour
leaves one speechless, at the horror, hope, re-
silience. It brings us to the end of a film festival
which I'm not about to forget ina hurry.

The writer was part of a delegation of film critics
invited, by the Jerusalem Press Club, to the 39th
Jerusalem Film Festival, July 21-31

Tanushree Ghosh

EN GURU Dutt died in 1964
in Bombay, his cinematogra-
pher VK Murthy was shooting
in Madras. Govind Nihalani,

who was assisting Murthy, and who would go
on tobecome a cinematographer and director
himself, asked his mentor how he felt at the
news of Dutt’s passing. Murthy said to him, “I
cried, but more for myself than for him.”
Murthy and Dutt were a dream team, like
Spielberg and Kaminski, David Lean and
Freddie Young, “Murthyjiwasas calmand com-
posed as Dutt saab was impatient, but the two
were aligned in their vision,” recalls actor
WaheedaRehmaninanew documentary. This
faithin each other created magicin Dutt’s films,
the oblong chiaroscuros,and the “mirror shot”,
for instance, in his swansong, the German
Expressionistic noir Kaagaz ke Phool (1959).
Nihalani, whose horoscope declared he would
workwithartand mechanics, was only too glad
Murthy took himin.

Nihalani is among the 14 yesteryear cine-
matographers in Hemant Chaturvedi’s docu-
mentary Chhayaankan: The Management of
Shadows, who talkabout their fade-inand fade-
out of the Bombay film industry, while pulling
our focus on the magical world of star tantrums
and challenging science with imagination and
limited resources in the analogue era. They
made our heroes levitate, and even vanish. Kaifi
Azmi's son Baba saw the DOPs like Jal and Fali
Mistry, with their assistants, and felt they had
the “real power” on the sets.

The characters in the documentary, famous
astheybecame, wereall accidental cinematog-
raphers. Kamalakar Rao was an engineer.
Jehangir Choudhary “never wanted tobeacin-
ematographer;, he was getting his commercial
pilot’s licence when the Gulf War happened
and the aviation fuel rates went through the
sky. The next best thing was cinematography
for he’d grown up with it (he’s related to vet-
eran cinematographers Jal and Fali Mistry and

The Shadow Lives

A new documentary throws light on the forgotten
cinematographers who made Hindi cinema great

actor Shyama),” says Chaturvedi, 54. Nadeem
Khan, the “disco cinematographer” (Disco
Dancer, 1982), got his gig in Muzaffar Ali’s
Gaman (1978) because Jacques Renoir could
not makeit.

The operative cameraman in Sholay (1975),
SM Anwar, a matriculate and radio-mechanic
diploma holder, used to install loudspeakers
at weddings and repair electrical sockets.
Anwar (Shaan, Shakti, Saagar in the early '80s)
picked up his shooting skills by capturing birds
in flight, and followed Zeenat Aman, on lens
(for Manoranjan, 1974) in tight close-ups. A
look at the rushes later left the film’s cine-
matographer Dwarka Divecha impressed.
Anwar was hired with a fat package of Rs 25
monthly at Eagle Films.

The documentary’s sutradhar, in black-and-
white frames, is, perhaps, the oldest cinematog-
rapher in India today, at age 93 or 94. The spe-

FADE-OUTS

Hemant Chaturvedi;
(top; first row,
clockwise from left)
film stills with Dilip
Dutta, Baba Azmi,
Kamalakar Rao,
Pravin Bhatt, SM
Anwar, Nadeem
Khan, Jehangir
Choudhary, AK Bir,
Peter Pereira, Sunil
Sharma, Ishwar Bidri,
Govind Nihalani,
Barun Mukherjee,
and RM Rao
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cial-effects man made Mr India vanish in 1987
and Ajooba fight the villain onaflying carpetin
1991.The now-visually-impaired Peter Pereira
holds the magazine of an old camera and in-
stantly recognises it to be an old Mitchell cam-
era. The moment’s irony evokes a sense of
pathosand deep reverence atonce. A hilarious
Pereira also makes no bones about calling
Wadia Movietone’s Homi Wadia a “kanjoos
(miserly) man” for increasing his salary to Rs
50amonth.

The “ghantewala” stars, we are told, came to
the sets for two hours and got shots taken, in
multiple angles and expressions, to be used in
the editing stage, because they wouldn’t be
available later for a re-shoot. One such was
called the “Chakraborty Shot”, after Mithun
Chakraborty. Discipline came with the likes of
Shabana Azmi and Smita Patil who “came to
become stars, let’s get that straight,” says

New Delhi

Chaudhuryin the film, “but were okay with be-
ing actors; they changed the industry.”

Mumbai-based Chaturvedi,a Jamia Millia
Islamia graduate, did TV in the beginning:
India Business Report, Amul India Show, Turning
Point, India’s first chat show Nikki Tonight,
Rendezvous with Simi Garewal, Kaun Banega
Crorepati season 1, Gubbare (for Vishal
Bhardwaj). He was taking notes on the sets of
Merchant-Ivory productions. During the shoot
of the documentary Street Musicians of
Bombay (1994), he saw, for the first time, a cin-
ematographer (Choudhury), with his meter,
white cloth and dolly, bent over, looking into
the camera, his one eye shut. “Something
sparked off, and Ifelt I should pursue this,” says
Chaturvedi, who, as a clapper boy/focus puller,
learnt technique and ethics from Larry Pizer,
during In Custody (1993), to whom he dedi-
cates the documentary.

Chaturvedi’s Bollywood entry was dra-
matic: Ram Gopal Varma, on a treadmill, of-
fered him Company (2002). He did Makdee,
Magbool, 15 Park Avenue, Kurbaan, etc. in the
2000s, before quitting cinematography in
2015.He “tried very hard to break into the in-
dustry but people were obnoxious. I was told
to be a waitstaff instead. Those who rejected
me,in 1989-91,are in my film (the other three
were Murthy, KK Mahajan and Ashok Mehta).
The industry produced its own cameramen,
and FTII seniors hired their juniors. Till date,
those cliques exist,” he says. The first thing he
did after quitting was to interview these vet-
erans. The documentary took “15 days of
shoot, six years of inertia, and six months to
finish, lastyear. When Nadeem saab wentinto
coma and Ishwar Bidri passed away, I realised
if my own cast doesn’t get to see the film, then
it's a shame,” adds Chaturvedi, whose very-
Bombay film was rejected by the Mumbai
International Film Festival this year, and will
screen at Delhi’s India International Centre on
August 18. Chaturvediis ona parallel mission,
having photo-documented 950 old single-
screen theatres across India so far. But that
story is for another day.
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‘We're being cultura

driven towards

anxiety-inducing elements of identity

Pakistani author Mohsin Hamid on upending dystopias, finding ways to engage
with a new readership and his latest novel

Paromita Chakrabarti

N THE Last White Man (Hamish
Hamilton, Rs 599), his fifth novel that
will release at the end of the month,
Mohsin Hamid throws up an interest-
ing proposition —what happens when
a White man wakes up one morning and re-
alises he is no longer one. That his deracina-
tionis part of a great changeover taking shape
in his city. How would the future unspool? Can
one really become the Other? In this inter-
view, the Lahore-based writer, 50, known for
novels such as The Reluctant Fundamentalist
(2007)and Exit West (2017), speaks of nurtur-
ing this story since 9/11, thwarting bigotry and
writing less to convey more. Edited excerpts:

What led you to this particular story?

This story was born, in a way, by my own
experiences of living in the West, particularly
in America. In the first 30 years of my life, [
spent 18 years there. Having gone to elite uni-
versities, worked in well-paying jobs and liv-
inginacosmopolitan city like New York, I ex-
perienced, I guess, some degree of
discrimination, but it had felt relatively minor.
After 9/11, suddenly, I was being stopped at
airports and pulled aside for extra screening,
Iwould fly into the country and be called up at
immigration and kept for hours.I'd getontoa
bus with a backpack, a bit unshaven on the
weekend, and people would look uncomfort-
able; sometimes, they'd switch seats. I felt this
profound sense of loss. I wanted things to go
back to how they were before 9/11. 1 didn’t
want to be this person of suspicion. I started
thinking, what have I lost exactly? In a way,
even though I'm a brown-skinned man, with
aMuslim-sounding name, I had benefittedin
many of the advantages of a kind of
Whiteness, of being just a person treated as a
regular person. I started to think, should I ac-
tually want to go back to that way of seeing
me? Or, should ], instead, ask myself, what was
the system that I was complicit in? What did
it mean, to be treated this way in a world
where clearly many people are not? Decades
since, I eventually stumbled upon this idea of
aman who had thought himself as White, and
then he suddenly isn’t. And I thought, that’s
my way into this book.

The idea of inhabiting someone’s skin
requires empathy. It has been at the core
of many of your novels. Does that come
from your peripatetic life, the realisation
thatwe fitin in far more identities than
one, or is there something else to it?

I've lived between the US, the UK and
Pakistan most of my life. If you live between
two or three countries, you realise that the
dominant ways of seeing things are always
contingent, and that, based on cultural pecu-
liarities, even within those places, there are
differences. [ suppose partly what happens
when you move around as a child is that you
don’t want to stand out. At least, [ didn’t.
There’s a real feeling of threat from being the
kid in class who is different from everybody
else. So, you quickly learn to become a kind of

chameleon. When [ moved from Pakistan to
California, at the age of three, withina month,
[ was speaking only English and had stopped
speaking Urdu. When I moved back to
Pakistan at the age of nine, I had to relearn
Urduand find away to fitbackin. Thatkind of
experience made me, and I think makes many
people, very sensitive to what others might
be thinking or feeling.

But you don’t always have to move coun-
tries. In Pakistan and India, you see different
groups of people interacting, you learn to pick
up on these cues. That is how I find my way.
Empathy is part of it, but an enormous part of
fiction has to do with not just telling my story
or the story of my people, it's also wanting to
be somebody else. That is hugely attractive —
imagining our way into other experiences.

We are also at ajuncture where
reinforcement of singular identities is
on the rise among nations across the
world. What does it mean for you to be a
novelist in such aworld?

You're right, we are living in a time where
there is a pressing imperative to assert adom-
inant group identity in countries all over the
world, whether that’s India, Pakistan, Britain
or America, Turkey, Brazil and Russia. It’s
worth asking why. One part of it is that in his-
tory, whenever a powerful empire begins to
recede, these sub-nationalistic or nationalis-
ticimpulses start to assert themselves. In our
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(Top) Mohsin
Hamid; the cover of
his new book that
releases later
this month
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own experience in India and Pakistan, when
the British Empire ended in 1947, we had
Partition. Now,as America’s dominance seems
tobe diminishing, we are seeing a similar effect.

But alongside that, there’s also a techno-
logical reality that we inhabit that is very algo-
rithmic. The impulse to give a person a thumbs
up orthumbs down, and then be increasingly
sorted into people who have given similar
votes to similar things is what technology is
telling us every single day. It intensifies the
idea that we are all different, and that we
should focus on particular aspects of ourselves
— our religion, skin colour. We are being cul-
turally, technologically driven towards these
anxiety-inducing elements of identity.

The third thing is that the pace of change
is accelerating. The future is looking increas-
ingly dystopian, and, because of this, we are
being drawn to nostalgic appeals. We are be-
ing told that we should go back to the great
days of the pastof our people. Those great days
never really existed. They were incredibly
problematic, the past that we all come from.
So, as a novelist, what for me is very interest-
ing is to try to imagine differently, to remove,
forexample, the ease of a binary sorting mech-
anism on the subject of race; to say, what if it
wasn’t possible for us to sort each other? Or, to
take a dystopian concept and say, what if we
were to allow this to happen? What if migra-
tions were to sweep the world? What if the
race that you imagine yourself to belong to

disappeared? And, to go into these dystopias
and imagine a way out into amore optimistic
potential. Because unless we can begin to
imagine something optimistic, we are con-
demned toa politics rooted in pessimism and
in a very dangerous tribal identity.

At the time of the release of How To Get
Filthy Rich in Rising Asia (2013), your third
novel, you’d mentioned how the
conciseness of your books helped draw in
many first-generation English readers in
the subcontinent who wanted to partake
in the literary experience. In the time
since, with the rise of social media and
OTT platforms, the nature of readership
has quite changed. As a writer, how do
you compete with that world now?
Inasense, it's not about competing as much
as it is understanding what the space is. The
dominant mass-produced, mass-reproduced
storytelling formis now televisual. In those, we
encounter worlds that are quite comprehen-
sively imagined for us. The viewer, in that sense,
isaviewer. Butin the novel, the readeris nota
viewer. You are animating words into people,
feelings, entire imaginary landscapes. So, [
think of what the novel can do as something
very different. The novel invites every reader
to be a co-creator, a director of their own film
of the book. The novelis like a screenplay fora
reader. One thing I've done is to move away
from dialogue. It doesn’t even need to enact
events. It can, instead, function as a way of al-
lowing the reader to imagine. So, the craft of
writing my novels has become one of trying to
create gaps, coupled with imaginative cata-
lysts. Lots of things are unsaid, not specified,
they work in an interior domain that, hope-
fully, allows the reader to create something.

Is that why you tend to leave out
cultural and geographical specificities
from your work?

When [ moved back to Pakistan in 2009,
after The Reluctant Fundamentalist, there were
many people who thought that there was
something pernicious about a novelist taking
on a representative role. Now, I'm the first to
admit thatI'm not representative of anything.
ButI could see how people would think you're
engaging in a cultural strip-mining, where you
exploit the landscape of Pakistan and sell to
the culture industry abroad. It’s not a critique
that one can dismiss lightly. The economics
are certainly interesting — so many of one’s
readers are not in South Asia, so much of the
publishing industry is not in South Asia, the
language that I write in is English. So,am I re-
allyinnocent and how doIrespond? I thought,
let me begin by trying to impose a certain
rigour towards myself. Maybe Iwon’t use any
names at all. I'm not going to call the place
Pakistan, I won't say this religion is Islam, I
won’t name these characters with Pakistani
names. I won't allow easy representative
moves to determine how I'm writing. When|
began to do this, I discovered there’s enor-
mous power in it. As I began to circumscribe
my own representational aspects as a writer,
[found that I was also opening something up
—animaginative space for the reader.

The Handbag
has Spoken

The latest luxury-bag uproar is all about monograms,
aspirations and the backlash against female politicians

Benita Fernando

AS SOMEONE who barely ever questioned
Carrie Bradshaw’s fashion choices, I was
shaken out of my nonchalance after the Sex
and the City (SATC) movie in 2008. Carrie gifts
a$4,500 handbag to her Black assistant Louise.
It'sa Louis Vuitton, a “Motard Firebird”, which
debuted thatyear. Louise
already hasan LV —only;,
it's arental. When she
opens the gift, she can't
believe her eyes. “My
very own Louis
Vuitton?!” she exclaims.

If there is one hand-
bag that should have
been hidden away, it is
this one. It’s a quizzical
palette of purple, coral
and yellow, made worse
by embellishments that
pop like ulcers. But, as
SATC emphasised, a
Louis Vuitton — even a
garish one — is timeless.

A Louis Vuitton has
been a symbol of aspiration for some time
now. Filmmaker Karan Johar's NRI, globe-
trotting leads are often shown with a Louis
Vuitton in tow as part of the upper-class
Indian fantasy that Johar sells. It's not far from
reality, however. Louis Vuitton is one of the
world’s top 10 valuable brands (Forbes puts it
at number 9), mostly owing to its emphasis
on handmade, limited editions, durability and
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changing inventory. It is also one of the most
visible luxury brands because of its distinct
brown “Monogram Canvas”. The pattern of
interlocked initials and flowers inspired by
Japanese designs makes the monogram easy
to identify, even by those untrained in fash-
ion-spotting. It's why accusing a Member of
Parliament such as Mahua Moitra of “hiding”
a Louis Vuitton during the recent
Parliamentary discus-
sions on inflation and
price hike is easy be-
cause the monogram is
too obvious. It an-
nouncesitselflike alux-
ury car. It's not scared of
being itself. In compari-
son, it is less easy to
identify, for instance, a
Chanel handbag or
Maybach sunglasses.

Louis Vuitton’s
monogram pattern pos-
sibly goes against every-
thing we have been
taught is good taste.
Growing up, we are told
that it is shameful to
flaunt one’s blessings; that an understated de-
signisa mark of sophistication. We want a lux-
ury good, but we don’t want it screaming the
brand name. A monogram pattern — theidea
of aname being stamped over and over again
—would seem morally repugnant.

Or, so we are told. Louis Vuitton’s mono-
gram was trademarked in 1896, about four
decades after the brand was created, to pre-

L C A T
WIKIMEDIACOMMONS

2
i
i ¥
A s

HAVEIT
FLAUNTIT
(Above) Moitra in
Parliament with her
LV; an 1848 ad for
Louis Vuitton luggage

vent counterfeits. The pattern boosted Louis
Vuitton’s luxury status but its synonymy with
the brand led to the business of replicas and
“real fakes” across the world. Suddenly, it
seemed that the aspiration wasn't somuch to
own the bag as much as the pattern.

Even today, Louis Vuitton look-alikes pro-

liferate street markets in India. Other brands
were inspired by Louis Vuitton’s logo-fica-
tion and devised their own monogrammed
patterns. Monogramming became a luxury
power-dressing craze, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi sporting a suit mono-
grammed with his name. In 2015, at 34.31
crore, it became the world’s most expensive
suit ever to be sold at an auction.

Monogrammed Louis Vuittons were so
massy an aspiration that they became com-
monplace, either as originals or pre-loved or
fakes. In the previous decade, Louis Vuitton
moved away from its logo handbags in order
to reduce the dilution of the brand from
fakes, among other reasons. A decade ago, a
court dismissed Louis Vuitton’s lawsuit
against Warner Bros. for using counterfeit
bags in their film Hangover Part II.

Inaworld of fakes, Moitra’s handbag, pos-
sibly a Grand Palais, is, thankfully, an original.
Thisis not the first time that a female politician
has been mentioned in the context of her
handbag. The former chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh, Mayawati, installed statues of herself
across the state with several carrying a hand-
bag. As much as her statue-frenzy was criti-
cised, the bag invited equal suspicion. Is it a
Birkin? Isita Prada? Should a Dalit politician be
sporting a handbag? What could it all mean?

The handbag, as a feminine stash of se-
crets, is often perceived as a place to safe-
guard illicit items — lipsticks, sanitary nap-
kins, antidepressants, contraceptive pills and
who-knows-what-else. Patriarchy loves to
belittle femininity when all other barbs fail,
and the handbag is a last resort. Yet, there is
alesson to be learnt from the late British
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, whose
“handbag became the sceptre of her rule,”
according to her official biography. When she
reprimanded her cabinet, it coined the
phrase “to handbag”,a word now used tore-
fer to women ruthlessly and verbally crush-
ing people. It’s like when Moitra shot back at
her critics with a medley of photos of her
handbagin a tweet thatread, “Jholewala fakir
inParliament since 2019”,a spin on the time
when the PM described his humble origins.
Nothing like a trusty Louis Vuitton to do
some good old handbagging!

New Delhi
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Ranjit Lal

Ranjit Lalis an author,
environmentalist and
bird watcher

A Lesson in
Democracy

With a queen bee to helm them,
the apian world runs in harmony

HE MOMENT the news got out that bees are
“sentient” beings, Down in Jungleland, at consid-
erable personal risk, obtained an interview with
the Queen of a well-established hive. Excerpts:

Congratulations, Your Majesty! You have now been
deemed to be a sentient species along with the great
apes, dolphins, elephants, parrots and us! How does it
feel to be a queen? Also, don’t you think this ‘royalty’
business is a little outdated in these times?

Sir, it was the workers that picked me — among others
— tobe their Queen. Believe me, it's no easy job. Try to lay
up to 2,000 eggs every single day!

May I ask you for your opinion about the caste system?

It's merely a division of labour. Unlike your caste sys-
tem, my worker princesses can, and do, change their sta-
tus as they grow. When very young, they work in the hive,
tending to me, the babies and the larvae.

That sounds like child labour! How can you approve?

Tell me again why are seven-year-olds turning som-
ersaults at your traffic lights? And, don’t you ask your
children to clean up after themselves or do chores? Our
princesses are not condemned to do the same job all
their lives.

What do you mean?

Soon, they'll be promoted to more responsible tasks
like keeping the hide well-ventilated and optimally
warm; taking nectar and pollen from workers who return
from trips and feeding the young or storing it. They repair
and rebuild; guard the hive. When they are older, they for-
age for nectar and pollen.

Don’t they have boyfriend drones?
(Sotto voce) No.I make sure they never feel that way
about boys.

What about these drone fellows that are hanging
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BEE LIKE THEM

In the apian world, roles change constantly based on need

about doing nothing like playboys or lounge lizards?

(With awry smile) Ah, my handsome princes, all of
them so keen to find a princess that they can turninto a
queen! Which, they will one day, poor fellows!

Soif they meet a princess and things go well, won’t
they become King bees? Or; at least, like the late Duke
of Edinburgh?

(Sadly) No my friend, as you know, when we sting, we
die because our stings and parts of our bodies are torn out
when we do so. Well, the princes are stingless but much
the same thing happens to the most vital part of their
anatomy during their wedding night. They don’t survive!

OMG! As Queen, you have absolute power! Is that fair?

Oh, no we have a democracy! If, for example, a scout-
ing princess returns from an expedition excited because
she has discovered an even better site for a hive, she will
try and convince others to check it out. If another scout re-
turns with news of anothersite, she’ll do the same. Both
will head-butt each other until one side gives way. But
there has to be a minimum of 15 members approving the
new site. Then, the hive may decide to relocate. I have no
say in the matter. [ have to abide by their decision.

You said earlier that your workers ‘picked’ you among
others. What did you mean by that?

Well, they feed several of us potential queens with
royal jelly so we are fit to be queens. I was the fittest, so [
was picked. Now you can’t have two or more queens in
one hive, so [ had to exterminate all the others.

So you killed your sisters-to-be?

As one day, one of my daughters-to-be will kill me.
There’ll always be some larvae in the royal cells just wait-
ing. When I can’t produce as many eggs, another potential
queen will emerge and fight me to death.

Who is the biggest threat to you?

(Pityingly) Apart from you humans, [ would say dis-
eases and hornets. One-to-one, we are no match for hor-
nets, butif a hornet noses around, a whole bunch of us
justpile on and roast it to death — they can’t bear temper-
atures above 40 degrees Celsius.

We only culled you to protect future generations...

What's good for the goose...! But we'll triumph like our
killer-bee sisters in the US. Remember, we are sentient!
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SHED LIGHT ON MIDDLE-CLASS LIFE
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POMPEII MAKES NEW DISCOVERIES

A trunk with its lid left open. A wooden dishware closet, its shelves caved in. Three-
legged accent tables topped by decorative bowls. These latest discoveries by archaeolo-
gists are enriching knowledge about middle-class lives in Pompeii before Mount
Vesuvius' furious eruption buried the ancient Roman city in volcanic debris in 79 AD.
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USA

Indiana first
state toapprove
abortion ban

Indianapolis: Indiana on
Friday became the first
state in the nation to ap-
prove abortion restrictions
since the US Supreme
Court overturned Roe v.
Wade, as the Republican
governor quickly signed a
near-total ban on the pro-
cedure shortly after law-
makers approved it. The
ban, which takes effect
Sept. 15,includes some ex-
ceptions. Abortions would
be permitted in cases of
rape and incest, before 10-
weeks post-fertilisation
and if afoetusis diagnosed
with alethal anomaly. AP

SOUTH AFRICA

Life expectancyin
African regionup
by 10yrs: WHO
Johannesburg: The average
life expectancy in the
African region has in-
creased on average by 10
years per person between
2000 and 2019, the WHO
has said, describing the rise
greater than in any other
region of the world during
the same period. Sharing
details of a report, WHO
said number of years anin-
dividual is in a good state
of health—increased to 56

years in 2019, compared
with46in2000. PTI

AFGHANISTAN
Blastin Kabul,
kills 8, injures 22

Kabul: Abomb blast in a
busy shopping street in
Kabul on Saturday killed
at least eight people and
injured 22, hospital offi-
cials and witnesses said.
The bomb exploded in a
western district of the city
where members of the
Shia Muslim community
regularly meet. Islamic
State, a Sunni Muslim
militant group, claimed
responsibility for the at-
tack. REUTERS

USA
Senate confirms
PlOto topcourt

Washington: The US
Senate has confirmed
Indian American litigator
Roopali H Desai to the US
Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit, making her
the first South Asian judge
to serve on this powerful
court. Desai was con-
firmed by the Senate by a
bipartisan vote of 67-29 on
Thursday. Headquartered
inSan Francisco, California,
the Ninth Circuit is by far
thelargest of the 13 courts
of appeals. PTI

CHINA TAKING IRRESPONSIBLE STEPS: U.S.

PLA military drills simulate
attack, says Taiwan as
Beijing warns Washington

Taiwanese jets scrambled as 20 Chinese aircraft cross median line

REUTERS & PTI
TAIPEI, AUGUST 6

TAIWAN OFFICIALS said Chinese
aircraft and warships rehearsed
an attack on the island on
Saturday, part of Beijing’s retali-
ation for a visit there by US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi that
has also seen it halt talks with
the US on issues, including de-
fence and climate change.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken accused China of taking
“irresponsible steps” by halting
key communication channels
with Washington, and said its ac-
tions over Taiwan showed a
move from prioritising peaceful
resolution towards use of force.

Taiwan's defence ministry said
multiple Chinese ships and planes
conducted missionsin the Taiwan
Strait on Saturday, with some
crossing the median line, in what
the Taiwan military described as
asimulation attack on the island.
The ministry said later that
Taiwan scrambled jets to warn
away 20 Chinese aircraft, includ-
ing 14 that crossed the median
line. It also detected 14 Chinese
military ships conducting activi-
ties around the Taiwan Strait, the
ministry said in a statement.

China’s Eastern Theater
Command said it had continued
to conduct sea and air joint exer-
cises north, southwest and east of
Taiwan. It said its focus was on test-
ingthe system’sland strikeand sea

AChinese PLA aircraft over
Pingtanisland, Fujian
province, China. Reuters

assault capabilities.

Meanwhile, China warned
the US not to “stir up a bigger cri-
sis” over Taiwan. While the scale
of the military drills has led to
speculation that China may be
getting ready for an invasion of
Taiwan, Chinese Foreign Minister
WangYi played down the reports.

“It's a complete rumour and
slander that the US claims that
China has changed the status quo
in the Taiwan Straits,” he said. Yi
has warned the US not to “stir up
a bigger crisis” over Taiwan. He
was quoted as saying that the
usual tactic of the USis that it will
first create the problems, and
then use them to achieve their
goal. “We must solemnly warn
the USnottoactrashly or createa
bigger crisis,” he said, a day after
Beijing imposed sanctions on
Pelosiand herimmediate family.

12-YEAR-OLD WAS IN COMA IN UK HOSPITAL
Boy at heart of court battle
dies after life support ends

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, AUGUST 6

A 12-YEAR-
OLD boy who
had beenina
coma for four
months died

", & T‘i on Saturday at
- aLondon hos-
Archie pital after doc-
Battersbee torsended the
life-sustaining

treatment his

family had fought to continue.

Archie Battersbee’s mother,
Hollie Dance, said her son died
at12.15 pm, about two hours af-
ter the hospital began withdraw-
ing treatment. British courts had
rejected both the family’s effort
to extend treatment and a re-
quest to move Archie to a hos-
pice, saying neither move wasin
the child’s best interests.

“I'm the proudest mum in
the world,” Dance said as she
stood outside the hospital and

wept. “Such a beautiful little boy
and he fought right until the very
end.” Archie was found uncon-
scious at home with a ligature
over his head on April 7. His par-
ents believe he may have been
taking part in an online chal-
lenge that went wrong.

Doctors concluded Archie was
brain-stem dead soon after theac-
cidentand soughtto end the long
list of treatments that kept him
alive, including artificial respira-
tion. But his family objected,
claiming Archie had shown signs
of life and wouldn’t have wanted
them to give up hope.

The disagreement triggered
weeks of legal arguments as
Archie’s parents sought to force
the hospital to continue life-sus-
taining treatments. Doctors at the
Royal London Hospital argued
there was no chance of recovery
and he should be allowed to die.

Aseriesof courtsruleditwasin
Archie’s best interest that he be al-
lowed todie. Archie’s family said his
death was anything but peaceful.

PELOSIDESTROYER OF
GLOBAL PEACE: NKOREA

Seoul: North Korea on
Saturday called US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi “the
worst destroyer of interna-
tional peace and stability,”
accusing her of inciting anti-
North Korea sentiment and
enraging China during her
Asian tour earlier this week.
On Saturday, Jo Yong Sam,
director general at the North
Korean Foreign Ministry’s
press and information affairs
department said “Pelosi,
stirred up the atmosphere of
confrontation” with North
Korea during her stay in
South Korea. AP

TAIWAN OFFICIAL HEADING

MISSILE PROJECT DIES

Taipei: The deputy head of
Taiwan defence ministry’s
research and development
unit was found dead on
Saturday morningina hotel
room, succumbing to a
heart attack, according to
the official Central News
Agency. Ou Yang Li-hsing,
deputy head of the military-
owned National Chung-
Shan Institute of Science
and Technology, showed no
sign of any ‘intrusion’, CNA
said. REUTERS

Alex Jones

REUTERS
AUGUST 6

US CONSPIRACY theorist Alex
Jones must pay the parents of a6-
year-old boy killed in the 2012
Sandy Hook massacre $45.2 mil-
lion in punitive damages - on top
of $4.1 million in compensatory
damages already awarded - for
falsely claiming the shooting was
ahoax,aTexasjury said on Friday.

Xi builds

THENEW YORKTIMES
AUGUST 6

OVERINFORMAL, private meals
with American leaders, China’s
Xi Jinping let his guard down a
little. It was a decade ago, rela-
tions were less strained, and Xi,
still cementing his power; hinted
he worried about the Chinese
Communist Party’s grip.
Speaking privately with
President Barack Obama and
vice-president Joe Biden, Xi sug-

Woes to last another year; looking
at new sectors for recovery: Ranil

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO, AUGUST 6

PRESIDENT RANIL
Wickremesinghe has said Sri
Lanka’s economic woes would
last for another year and it will
have to think outside the box and
look at new sectors like logistics
and nuclear energy to revive the
bankrupt economy.

Speaking at a two-day con-
ference titled “Let's reset Sri
Lanka” held on Friday,
Wickremesinghe said reforms in
the country also would need
higher taxation. “The next six
months to one year, till about
July next year, we will have to go
through a hard time,” he said,
adding that for recovery Lanka
would have to look at new sec-
tors such as logistics and nuclear
energy. “One I believe in very

An anti-government rally in
Colombo on Saturday. Reuters

much is logistics, if you see the
growth of the Indian, Bangladeshi
and Pakistani economies, logis-
tics can have abigrole to play here
in Colombo, in Hambantota and
Trincomalee. This is how we use
our strategic position,” he said.
Tourism industry also got
dented initially due to the Covid-
19 pandemic and later owing to

the
Wickremesinghe said economic
reforms would require higher
taxation.
wealth, we have to resort to
those measures, first for eco-
nomic recovery and second for
social stability,” he said.

economic  turmoil.

“Even taxation on

The president also said the

country will have to consider
getting into the nuclear energy
sector. “More you have more en-
ergy you can sell to India, at the
same time keep more renewable
energy available. We have to
think outside the box,” he said.

Referring to the ongoing IMF

bailout attempt, Wickremesinghe
said thelegal and technical advis-
ersondebt restructuring are mov-
ing ahead with the task. “First the
foreigndebt....and whenyoulook
at the official debt are we getting
caught into the geopolitics of the
region of Asia?,” he said.

Air strikes, rocket attacks push Israel,
Gaza into second day of violence

REUTERS
GAZA/JERUSALEM, AUGUST 6

ISRAEL STRUCK in Gaza and
Palestinians fired rockets at Israeli
cities on Saturday after an Israeli
operation against the IslamicJihad
militant group ended ovet a year
of relative calm along the border.
Israel on Friday killed one of the
group’s senior commanders in a
surprise daytime strike ona high-
rise building in Gaza City which
drew rocket salvoes in response.
On Saturday, Israel said it
struck Islamic Jihad militants
preparing to launch rockets and
militant posts. Additional bomb-
ings targeted five houses, wit-

nesses said, sending huge clouds
of smoke and debris into the air
as explosions rocked Gaza City.
Palestinian militants fired at
least 160 rockets across the bor-
der, setting off air raids sirens
and sending people running to
bomb shelters as far as the cen-
tral Israeli city of Modiin, be-
tween Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.
Islamic Jihad said it had tar-
geted Israel’s main international
gateway, Ben Gurion Airport, but
the rocket fell short near Modiin,
around 20 km away, and the Civil
Aviation Authority said the airport
was operating as usual with flight
routes adjusted. Most missiles
were intercepted and there were
no reports of serious casualties.

InHamas’s
® shadow

EXPLAINED

HAMAS SEIZED power in
Gazafromrival
Palestinian forces in 2007,
two years after Israel
withdrew from the
coastal strip. Tensions
soared again earlier this
year following a wave of
attacks inside Israel, near-
daily military operations
in the West Bank and ten-
sions at a flashpoint
Jerusalem holy site.

Pak Army chief
reaches out to
UAE, Saudi for
bailout package

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 6

DAYS AFTER seeking US help in
securing an early release of a
crucial $1.7 billion instalment
from the IMF to Pakistan, Army
chief General Qamar Javed
Bajwa has now reached out to
Saudi Arabia and the UAE as
part of his efforts to ensure fi-
nancial assistance for the cash-
strapped nation, according to a
media report on Saturday.

As the Executive Board of the
IMF is set to meet later this
month to formally approve the
next tranche of $1.2 billion instal-
ment, the international lender
wants Pakistan to ensure it re-
ceives commitment from its
friends for financial assistance,
the Express Tribune reported.

It is believed that the IMF
has asked Pakistan to provide
firm guarantees that its friends
would provide $4 billion for its
external requirements.
Pakistan is in talks with key al-
lies like Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and China to provide the nec-
essary funding, the report said.

When Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif travelled to
Saudi Arabia in April, he re-
turned empty-handed as
Riyadh had not given any firm
assurance. The UAE was also
reluctant to come to the rescue.
Instead of providing loans, the
UAE offered Pakistan to buy
shares and assets.

Pakistan Army's media wing
said General Bajwa received a
call from UAE President
Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan.
It, however, made no mention of
any talks related to financial aid
to Pakistan. PTI

slapped with $45.2 mn in punitive damages

Neil Heslin and Scarlett Lewis,
separated parents of slain 6-year-
oldJesse Lewis, testified that fol-
lowers of Jones harassed them
and sent them death threats for
years in the false belief that they
were lying about their son’s
deathinthe Dec. 14,2012, shoot-
ing thatkilled 20 children and six
staff at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Connecticut.

The 12 jurors decided on the
punitive damages one day after

gested that China was a target of
“colourrevolutions,” a phrase the
party adopted from Russia for
popular unrest in the name of
democracy and blamed on the
West. “Xi couldn’t have been more
forthright that China is beset by
malevolent forces and internally
prey to centrifugal forces,” said
Daniel R Russel, a former
American diplomat who accom-
panied Biden to Chinain 2011.
Such fears have cometodefine
the eraof Xi. Over the pastdecade,
he has pursued an all-encompass-

Alex Jone was
fined in the
lawsuit by
Sandy Hook
victims’
families

determining the compensatory
damages following a two-week
trial in the defamation lawsuit in
state court in Austin, where Jones’

security fortress for

Xi Jinping with former US
President Obama in 2012. NYT

ing drive to expand the very
meaning of “national security” in
China, bolstering the party’s con-

radio show and far-right webcast
Infowars are based.

Jones had called the Sandy
Hook massacre a US govern-
ment hoax staged using crisis ac-
tors to serve as a pretext for tak-
ing away Americans’ guns.

After the verdict, Lewis told
reporters that the trial's outcome
showed that “we can choose
love,” adding: “We're all respon-
sible for one another.” The par-
ents had sought $145.9 millionin

trol on all fronts. He has strength-
ened, centralised and emboldened
an already pervasive security ap-
paratus, turning it into a hulking
fortress that protects him and po-
sitions him as the most powerful
leader since Mao Zedong and
Deng Xiaoping. Xi has built what
hecallsa“comprehensive” system
designed foraworld he seesasde-
termined to thwart China — polit-
ically, economically, socially, mili-
tarily and technologically.

As Xi prepares to claim a
breakthrough third term as

punitive damages and $150 mil-
lion in compensatory damages.
An attorney for Jones,
Federico Andino Reynal, had
asked jurors to return a verdict
of $270,000 in punitive damages
based on the number of hours
Infowars devoted to Sandy Hook
coverage. Outside the court-
house, Reynal told reporters the
verdict was high but that Texas
law caps punitive damages at
$750,000 per plaintiff.

China and himself

leader, he has signaled that na-
tional security will be even more
of afocus. “Whatis soimportant
and worrisome is that Xi Jinping
isn’'t making a distinction any-
more between internal and ex-
ternal security,” said Russel, now
a vice-president at the Asia
Society Policy Institute. “Xi
Jinping is determined to take
more forceful action and use the
various tools at his disposal to
meet those threats and to break
through what he sees as a kind
of stranglehold of the West.”

( A Govt. of India Undertaking)
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SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6)
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable
property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physicall symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold
on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective
borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.
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Haryana Shehri Yikas Pradhikaran
Offers e-Auction of

Commercial Complexes, Institutional, Hospital & School Sites |n all Zones

On 31st August, 2022
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Commercial Complex in Gurugram Zone

e - — SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Arenlin | Toml Mo Sector, Ursan : -
Sa M | o Pala Esaaie Lot T Deseriotion of the bep ‘ A) Dt. of Demand IB\; E'\enss!rve Price $_at9/ D&'i‘,‘]‘:
No. escription of the Inmovable Properties Notice 13(2) ime | ancumbe
2425A Queugram  Commercial Complex 18346 1 [|El 19 Gunugram  nstitutional Pl 76-H - 318063 1 Name of the Account Mortgaged/ Owner's Name B) Outstanding Amount dcl |1sst“d::eEch>nfD ] Aoft. rances
27, Gurugram  Commercial Comploxd | 2384 1 12, Gurugram  Instillionsl Plol Mo 0 &sp000 1 Bo’:raoruleersl‘g::r’:nst?; Zt::::mt C) Possession Date D)‘l)':sid Increase | Lcuon the“g;"&rgd
on Gurugram | Commercial Complex | 554438 4 32, Gurugram  Instutional Fiot No 72 245790 1 D) Nature of pe Amount = creditor
; 1.| Ws. PREM CHAND OIL MILL throughiits | LAND & BUILDING SITUATED AT: 1. Sale deed no. 4425 of | A) 24.02.2021 A) 2222Lakh | 091092022  Not
KN 35.curgram | Commerdial Complex | Traa8 i g S Ik e el -ite S (a2, B Prop. Sh. PREM CHAND SAH 22.07.2016, Mauza- Deokali, PO. Akorhi, PS - Mohania, Dist. | B) Rs.24,31,131.74 B) 222lakh | 1030AM | Known
M, Qurugram | Commercial Complex  §740.58 1 44, Gurugram-8 &7 sBb0 s A %% ih- 323!6335% g(;gg;\as e Kaimur, Khata no. 07, Khesra no. 265, Thana no. 130, Area- 15 | + Intt due from C) 08/09/2022 fo
0- f b q n
a3, Gurugram  Commercial Complexd soiez 1 [ 44, Gurugrem-a 160 576386 1 2696001B00000374 Decimal, BOUNDARY: North- Govind Singh, South- | 01.10.2019 & Other D) 10,000/- 430PM
% (e | S (ARl Al SRa P BO: Akorhi (269600) Kameshwar Singh, East- Nij Manmokir, West- Gramin Road, Bank’s Charges. C) 06.04.2022
8 Gurugram  Commercial Complex 308132 1 + Hesar BisaE1 - 1 : 2. Sale deed no. 3010 of 01.06.2016, Mauza- Deokali, PO. | C) 06.04.2022 D) Symbolic
B3, Gurugram Commercial Complex  12060,06 1 168-17, Hizar Instituthomal Sita 3 ET17.6% | (E) Jitendra Kumar Singh Akorhi, PS.- Mohania, Dist. Kaimur, Khata no. 07, Khesra no. | D) Symbolic
ﬂ B2 Gurugram  Commercéal Tower Mo. 1 #o96.2% q Fl 16-17, Hisar Instibtionsl Site 4 gokaag 1 Slo Shri Awadhnath Singh, At- Bishanpur | 265, Thana no. 130, Area- 05 Decimal, BOUNDARY: North-
— Beri, Via Mohiuddinnagar, Govind Singh, South- Kameshwar Singh, East-Brij Nath Singh,
K = Gurugram  Commescial Tower Mo, 2 1064381 1 (] 1617, Hisar Insiftutional Site S 1s8203 A ;oa,pst._ Monaia‘i‘;gionznagar West- Nij Manmokir, Mortgagor: Smt. Mira Devi Wio Sri Prem
amastipur, Chand Sah
2.| M/s. SHER SHAH AUTO SALES and | Landsituated at: Mauza: Lanjhi(474), Revenue Thana Chenari, | A) 25.06.2021 A) 20.40Lakh 09/09/2022| ~ Not
9 - ' |*'-.:r| Services through its proprietor Dist: Rohtas, Khata No: 10, Plot No: 699, Area: 6 decimal. | B)Rs.25,23,456.04 + Intt | B) 2.04Lakh 10:30AM | Known
: M/D.ARZOO KHAN Boundary:- North- Nij, South- Nij, East-Siwan Hata, West- Nij . | due from 01.06.2021& C) 08/09/2022 to
aelor i Slo Late Abdul Khair Kh . . . ; , ;
P 1 PElELd Hosphil Sie 34804,35 “ S7-C, Cilaniram Higlh Zcheo B51 A/‘(): N2?2759:0878:)rl)07;29 Boundary: N-Late Deomuni Chaubey Heirs, S- Late Raj Kumar | Other Bank's Charges. D) 10,000/ 430 PM
Chaubey's Heirs and Baha, E- Kailash Singh, W- Dhanajay | C) 07.05.2022
B3 = faridabad Hospiial Blite No. 1 G100.00 Bl 45 cunigram High School B45T.53 EQibkirhatizZoany) Singh Mortgagor: Most. Mobina Khatoon W/O Late Abdul Khair | D) Symbolic
El 2 Faridabad Hospital Slte No. 2. 5100,00 et wiirise, | b Potel Loan Facliity 3.| Mis. AMULYA NITIKA GARMENTS Mortgaged Properties situated at- Sale Deed No.- 3260 dated- | A) 17.06.2021 A)1554akh | 09092022 Not
B e Faridabad Hagpizal Eite- 107812 iy TR [t Ao Wl Froam) Leading Banks ggocmy\ta ;gmp:;lugw\ 1531.05.1955[8, tMgtrJ]za- Ss#lwanyi‘, ngrkar; tShahp;sngAKnhchal- B) Rs.24,00,520.11+ Intt | B) 1.55Lakh 10:30AM | Known
E-ALicTan, B S peL Pl A T o] Dl B i g iicin . " anpur, Dist.- Bhojpur, Thana No.- ata no- 399, Knesra | 46 from 01.06.2021 &
. 1647, st e s o ity plogshiChatsshaio/h no- 1671, Area- 7 Decimal, Boundary- N- Ram Nath Ojha, & Ol:ﬁe:an;nk’s Charges g) ?glgggozz 4-3EJOPM
B 16-17, Hisar Hospitsl S No 3P 39873,54 * The sompetent sithority can withdraw any site from gégg%gg:ggggggggoon" & g?r?:hﬁg:f 2’2?’ g}:@‘impaﬁ,ﬁ;B@}?ﬁ %gidxvsﬁgﬂﬁg C) 02.06.2022 ) 10,000 ’
n 9, Jind Hospanl Bite 24281 16 a-auctlon without any natice. BO: Shahpur (089900) DJuttanhag gor: ) ‘ D) Symbolic

“The badding is now o Reserve Price and nol on Base Price,
*“There is no cancept of caunoroiler mow.
*H1 Price is the final Price.

Heipkne Humber: 330516807 (8 AM bo 5 FA), MIOD-M0-3010 (AN TO 8 FM) TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 1) The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following
further conditions: 2) The properties are being sold on ,AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” 3) The particulars
of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not
be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. 4) The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at
the Website https://www.mstcecommerce.com on 09.09.2022 @ 10:30 AM. 5) For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer
www.ibapi.in, www.tenders.gov.in, www.mstcecommerce.com, https://eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app
Date: 07.08.2022

Place : Ara

Far any guarbes emall us ot eauetisngueary. e gmall. o em

ailad inlonmalion of fa gitag and larms &
ol e-auchon will b= avallable on

https:hsvphryorgdn. Authorized Officer

Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor

o
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Pant, Rohit

power India to
191/5 vs Windies

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
LAUDERHILL,AUGUST 6

Teen spirit

Young guns Gukesh and Raunak help India overpower USA 3-1 at Chess Olympiad

SANDIPG
CHENNAIAUGUST 6

RISHABH PANT and skipper Rohit Sharma
missed out on big knocks but made useful
enough contributions to propel India to 191 for
5 in the fourth T20I against West Indies on
Saturday. Rohit (33 off 16 balls) and Pant (44
off 31 balls) were the main contributors while
Axar Patel struck some meaty blows towards
the end to finish unbeaten on 20 off 8 balls.
Sanju Samson was more subdued during his
30 not out off 23 balls, often failing to find the
boundaries, which prevented India from
reaching 200.

For West Indies left-arm pacer Obed
McCoy;, cricket indeed turned out tobe a great
leveller as he was smoked for 66 runs off his 4
overs only a week after he had taken a career-
best six-wicket haul in the second ODL It was
the most expensive spell by a West Indies
bowler in T20Is.

Rohit's new approach in powerplay might
not have produced many big knocks save a
half-century but he is certainly showing the
way with positive intent upfront.

McCoy went for three sixes and 25 runsin
anover. In those three, Rohit had a couple --a
pull over deep mid-wicket and a flat one over
long-off. The one that got him maximum
cheers was a slog swept six off Akeal Hosein
(1/28in4 overs), but in the very next delivery,
whichwasatad slower and the length slightly
shorter, brought about his downfall.

But Rohit's 33 in a stand of 53 in less than
five overs set the tone and gave other batters
time and confidence to go after the bowling.
The tendency to preserve wickets and then go
after bowling, which has beenabane of Indian
T20 teams of the recent past, isn't visible any-
more. The cushion of the strike-rate gave Pant
and Deepak Hooda (21 off 19 balls) close to six
overs to produce a 47-run stand, which was
the launch-pad for the final flourish from Axar.

‘Ideal preparation’

Wicketkeeper-batter Dinesh Karthik feels
playing in different conditions on the
Caribbean tour will stand India in good stead
while preparing for the various challenges
Australian grounds will pose during the T20
World Cup later this year.

"[ think it is very interesting because even
in the World Cup straightaway the three
grounds that come to my mind are Sydney -
[where] the sides are slightly smaller and the
straights are longer;" Karthik said ahead of the
fourth T20I. "Adelaide, we all know that the
sides are very small and again, the straights are
long, whereas in Melbourne, it's the exact op-
posite - the straights are short and the sides are
very big.”

Brief Scores:India: 191 for 5 in 20 overs
(Rishabh Pant 44; Alzarri Joseph 2/29).

STEP BY step, D Gukesh is leaping into chess
stardom. Move by move, he is scalping one
chess immortal after the other. Alexei Shirov
first, Fabiano Caruana now. Round by round,
he is racking up the records. He is now the
India No 2 on live ratings, and is on the joint-
longest unbeaten streak with Vladimir
Kramnik for anyone on his Olympiad debut.
Day by day, the world is congregating around
the teenager who wears the undulating at-
tention around him lightly, as though he has
self-exiled from fame and success.

At the press conference table after spear-
heading India B's 3-1 heist over the USA, he
sits with stern eyes and a grim face, accentu-
ated by the thickening stubble that could win
him an audition in a campus romcom. He
talks shyly — words trickle out of him, sen-
tences punctuated with deep pauses. He
smiles rarely — he forced a reluctant smile af-
ter incessant persuasion from the photogra-
phers. He was asked to do a thumbs-up — he
made a feeble attempt.

He wears success lightly. Probe him about
any of the milestones he hasracked up inthe
last few days and months, he would give an I-
am-not-bothered look. He, simply, is not the
average 16-year-old. Of course, he is a
Grandmaster which only a handful are or
have been at his age. But even among the
teenaged-GM brethren, he is the most with-
drawn of the lot.

Perhaps, he emotes through his pieces.
The ever cool king. Caruana tried several
straight as well as not-so-straight paths to
topple Gukesh’s king. He miserably failed. The
queen was a bit panicky. After Gukesh failed
to decode the line of Caruana’s opening and
found himself exposed too early in the game,
his queen was on a square-hopping spree.

Like the skipping game you play in school.
There was an insane sequence—the queen on
C2 was pushed to b5, and two moves later,
she wasrelocated tod7, thentob7,backtod7,
then b7, then back againtod7,and thentothe
base d8. Gukesh hardly does the theatre, but
his queen certainly did and in the process
managed to distract Caruana.

The American of Italian descent read more
into the games than what was there on the
board. He sensed a trap, or perhaps a novelty
even, or the method behind the madness. Not
enjoying his best form, he panicked. And then
Gukesh'’s angry, stifled knights took over,
striding past every attempted piece of resist-
ance. ukesh’s presence of mind and the abil-
ity to not drift was staggering. He had the in-
sight to realise his exact mistake and the
foresight to come out of it. “l was caught in
the opening as it went along unfamiliar lines
for me. But did not panic.”

Watching his troops run his opponent

=%
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D Gukesh and Fabio Caruana locked in an intense battle.

FIDE

ragged, Caruana rubbing his temple as
though in the clutches of a skull-crushing
headache, Gukesh’s powerful king smiled
emphatically.

The queen, after her manic run, could
catch her breath and marvel at the battle-
scene with a sense of satisfaction. Caruana
could only curse himself and hope he re-
claims the form that had deserted him. He
had come prepared, as unfailingly as he does,
but even the best of preparations could not
save him from losing to an opponent almost
half his age.

Inchess, ageisirrelevant. The chess-teens
of India are making it look utterly trivial. So it
is with numbers and stardom of the adver-
saries. The sparkle of USA’s chess galacticos
did not overawe them. Rather, as Gukesh later
admitted, he took this as an opportunity. Star-
struck teens are bygones. For they are stars
themselves. Gukesh certainly is. Magnus
Carlsen stopped by a game to get a glimpse
of his genius. Susan Polgar says the only rea-
son she checks Twitter is to see how far
Gukesh has progressed.

His coach RB Ramesh summed up his
vaulting progress with one metaphor: “He
hasbooked a ticket in an express train.” Bullet
train rather. But team events are seldom a
one-man show — the fate of Magnus Carlsen
in this tournament is an apt reminder — but
a triumph of collectivism. Just like the king
needs his pawns and knights to fulfil their
roles to subdue the enemy’s fleet. Raunak
Sadhwani was Gukesh’s trusted aide.

The most unsung of the five, he seldom
looked out of tune against Leinier Dominguez
Perez, whose books on openings are gospel
to up-and-coming chess players. But
Sadhwani was calm and collected — not
heeding to Perez’s provocations, weaving

away from the carefully-laid traps and then
making moves with pinpoint precision. His
game is akin to a note-perfect tune, though
his game was not music to his opponent’s
ears. While the two wins would amass all the
attention, the two draws would assume a
deeper meaning as the tournament hurtles
into the climax. Nihal Sarin’s draw over Levon
Aronian was straightforward,
Praggnanandhaa’s game was less so.

The duel was an engrossing tussle be-
tween two players with supreme calculative
skills. But Wesley So tore the cool and calcu-
lative face mask aside and unleashed the
heavy artillery on him, in an attempt to attack
him out of the game, before the Indian
teenager launched one. But then
Praggnanandhaa decided to wear that mask
So had ripped apart. Unflustered by one of his
chess idols sitting across him in one of the
biggest games of his life, he would coolly plot
his moves. He must have seen the attacking
avenues So had at his disposal and the semi-
exposed queen, but then he did not retreat.
He embraced the highly dynamic accelerated
dragon line, considered one of the sharpest
of all chess openings.

In this rare move, though the favourite of
the Dutch Grandmaster Anish Giri, the white
usually castles queenside, placing the white
king on the semi-open c-file. The result is of-
ten both sides attacking the other's king with
all available resources.

Thereby, he put the pressure back on So.
The Philippines-born American was shocked
and took time to regather his focus, though
with a last-ditch scramble saved his king
from an embarrassing capture. Match by
match, this pack of teenagers are coming of
age. The vanquishing of the US could be that
precise moment.

U20 Worlds: Triple jump silver in bag,
Selva eager to savour mom’s biryani

ANDREW AMSAN
AUGUST 6

TRIPLE JUMPER Selva Prabhu hasn’t been
home in the last six months as he didn’t want
to risk disturbing his training routine. The
Madurai resident was single-mindedly fo-
cused on realising his dream of finishing on
the podium at the 2022 U20 World
Championships in Cali, Colombia.

His determination paid off on Friday as
he won India’s first junior Worlds medal in
triple jump after finishing second with a best
effort of 16.15m. Selvais as much relieved as
he is elated about winning the medal be-
cause less than a month back, he was sad-
dled with crippling self-doubt after record-
ing just 15.30m in the final trials conducted
by the federation.

“My coach and family were really disap-
pointed with that performance. I had lost
hope. My preparations for the junior Worlds
began six months ago but in the last month,
everything went haywire. I just couldn’t get
the distance [ desired. I was left without an-
swers,” Selva tells The Indian Express after
his podium finish.

Luckily for 17-year-old Selva, his coach,
two-time World Championship silver
medallist triple jumper Yoandri Betanzos,
had a solution. He has been working with
Selva and other top jumpers, including Asian
Games champion Arpinder Singh, for about
six months now at JSW’s facilities in
Vijayanagar. Betanzos observed that Selva
was taking longer strides as he came closer to
the board which reduced his speed just be-
fore takeoff. “I was asked to take shorter and
faster strides closer to the board,” he says.

The solution may appear simple but a
tweakin technique just weeks before amajor
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competition would leave even seasoned ath-
letes sweating. But Selva knew there wasn'ta
Plan B. “Itis very difficult to make changes to
your technique. Itis like changing a habitand
it requires time. But [ wanted to win this
medal no matter what. Soljust gave it every-
thing in my training and was able to make the
correction justin time,” he says.

Coach Betanzos also made the youngster
study five-time World and two-time
Olympic Champion Christian Taylor's videos.
“I have watched and observed his approach
inthe run-up. It helped me alot,” says Selva.

At the U20 Worlds, Selva reached the fi-
nals with a 15.99m jump, finishing third in
the qualification round. During the medal
round, Selva showed he meant business as
he cleared the 16m mark in his first four at-
tempts, landing the silver with his third try.
He still finished quite some distance behind
gold medallist Jamaican Jaydon Hibbert, who
had a championship record-breaking leap of
17.27m. The Indian finished just 2cm ahead
of Estonia’s bronze medallist Viktor Mozorov.

Back home, Selva’s family ended their 15-
day fast for his success in Colombia. Father
Thirumaran, who runs a small water purify-
ing unit in Madurai, was up all night as he
didn’t want to miss his son’s event. He broke
down at least three times while talking about
his son’s triumph.

“My phone has 200 messages already (11
am) and the calls haven’t stopped coming, I
don’t have words to express my joy. For the
past 15 days, we have been fasting and pray-
ing for his victory,” says Thirumaran.

The family is now eagerly awaiting Selva’s
return to celebrate the achievement. So is
Selva. “It's been a long time since I've been
home. I miss home food alot. I just can’t wait
to have mutton biryani prepared by my
mum,” says the youngster.

¥

Selva Prabhu,17, tweaked his run-up just weeks before the U20 World
Championships to produce a silver-winning effort of 16.15m. @IIS_Vijayanagar/ Twitter

BRIDGE

Dealer: South Vulnerable: North/South

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2385

Ifit’s your

YOUR WEEK AHEAD

WEST WEST NORTH EAST  SOUTH
4 086 INT

¥3 Pass 3NT  Pass  Pass
4 86342 Pass

%7653

North-South bid INT - 3NT and West has to lead from a terrible hand. You
can make a case for any of the four suits. What considerations do you rec-
ognize here?

TheNorthhand: S-104H-1095 D-AQ109C-K982
TheEast hand: S-KJ732 H-KJ732 D-7 C-AQ
The Southhand: S-AQ5 H-AQ64D-KJ3C-J104

1. When the opponents bid to 3NT without looking for a major, there is a
jor suit is better than leading a minor

modest ion that leadi
suit.

2. Whenyou have a hopeless hand, leading your long suit may be fruitless if
youcannotgetintorunit.

3. Leading asingletonis a terrible choice. Even if you find partner with five

QUICK CLUES

ACROSS

7. Alcoholic beverage (6)

8. Mean(8)

9. Setforth(8)

10. Scottish landlords (6)

11. Decode (8)

12. Delicate morsel of food
(6)

13. Stood for, exemplified (11)

18. Sikh headdress (6)

20. Spurred (8)

22. Fire from the air with machine
guns(6)

23. One who seeks advancement (8)

24. Native (8)

25. Comeout(6)

DOWN
. Penetrates(7)

of them, thisis asuitin which declarer's side h

he helni

ds. Hemay need

toattack this suit himself. If youlead ityoura

bid the suit.
Given these suggestions, what is the correct lead?

Thenine of spadesis tr lead. Mind you, being tf

ping guess
thesuit. Thisisastrongrule. Do not lead singletons unless your partner has

1
2. Catchunawares(8)
3. Bend down fearfully (6)
4. Bone formation in the family
cupboard (8)
5. Coveted or begrudged
(6)

notmean itis the winning lead. Itis the lead that most pl:
They would not tell you that they are proud of it. How does it work?

On this hand it works great. | make no claims that a spade lead will work all
thetime. Butithasabetter chance than other leads. NOTE that the single- 16.
ton heart gives South three easy heart tricks. If you do not lead hearts, he 17.

[

would make. 8.

6. Pantomime character(7)
Fail to appreciate (13)

14. Portrayed (8)

15. Magnifies(8)

Expelling or evicting (7)
Adolescent(7)

might not go after heart tricks. Leading
and that does not work.

A spade lead gives you a chance. A heartlead does not.

Dealer: North Vulnerable: None

peal for declarer, 19.

South American country (6)
21. Salt's partner (6)

CRYPTIC CLUES

ACROSS

7. Prairie wolf getting bashful with
dislocated toe (6)

NORTH SOUTH 8. NagPoint off this Devon resort
(8)
4 J103 402 9. Isacraftwrecked when fully laden
®¥(3 A0 with this Italian white wine?
¢ 18 4 KQ10753 ®)
10. Attimes 'e gets the chops chopped
(9874 *53 (6)
11. Beginning to like being an escort
62
WEST  NORTH EAST SOUTH o o halfef
1C Pass 1D (6) o
Pass 1S Pass INT 13. Cause annoyance by luring Billy

away?(3,44)
18. He keeps to the left to come round

South had aninteresting choice of bids on the second round. Hechose 3BNT
thinking that it reflected his values. With two heart stoppers he hoped that
he would have time to set up and use the diamond suit. West led the nine of
hearts. Dummy played the queen and East the king. With dummy having

motorway (6)
20. Too dense to be above class

(8)

iNEEEEEE CSEEEEE

ol I T

everything (6)

23. Bustafter raising fresh funds for
election(3,5)

24. Andrew is off with the Queen: he's
aninveterate traveller
(8)

25. Fidget uneasily, though highly
intelligent (6)

DOWN

1. Anopeningactor passage
(7)

2. Wicked woman posing Spooner's
question about existence
(44)

3. Where one girl hugs another out
East?(6)

4. Enduring advice on how to getold ?
(4-4)

5. Disguise one's writing in enclosed
poem (6)

6. Gettoa pubwith the Spaniard's
encouragement to be good (3,4)

8. Hisstayat campis no holiday
(8,2.3)

14. Inamanner of speaking, one may
give asingle weapon like this

(35)
16. Boys at a centre for music(7)
17. Poteen’susedindance (3-4)
19. Complaint of youth in springtime
(6)
Agreen compound for making
incense (6)

21.

-

Solutions to 2384

QUICKCLUESAcross:7 Workshop,9
Arenas, 10 Warm,11 Regardless, 12
Chants,14 Eastward,15 Highand
mighty,17 Statured,19 Raptor,21
Detachment, 22 Slit,23 Strewn,24
Satyajit. Down:1 Potash,2 Skim,3
Charisma,4 Lairds,5 Fellowship,6
Passer-by,8 Pigheadedness,13
Nightmares, 15 Hitherto,16 Iritate, 18
Rehang,20 Origin,22 Soar. CRYPTIC
CLUESAcross:7 AbuDhabi,9 Lining,
10 Miss, 11 Inthefinal, 12 Jet-lag,14
Misheard,15 Backofthehead,17 Walk-
over,19 Pities,21 Never-never,22
Nips,23 Oddest,24 Erectors.Down:1
Oblige,2 Ida's,3 Takingto,4 Sleeps,5
Insideleft,6 Unbarred,8 Intimaterevue,
13 Lock-keeper,15 Beam-ends,16
Exporter,18 Vanity,20 Expiry,

Birthday

Sunday August 7

Be positive. Mars, the planet responsible
foryour energetic and assertive qualities,
is about to adjust its position, sending you
aseries of much more lively messages
than has been the case over recent weeks.

Monday August 8

You'll be in for an easier time than
many people, so count your blessings.
Domestic chores may wind you up.

Tuesday August9

You'll be bombarding friends with your
many ideas. You'll be happy in company,
but happiest when reading a book,
watching TV or chatting on the phone.

Wednesday August 10

It's decision time. Will you choose to stay
in the past or make a move into the
future? You will be able to make the
most of many different options at one
and the same time.

Thursday August 11

You may be motivated by your fantasies
rather than by the facts. The secret is not
to expect too much. If people are late and
decisions deferred, just take a deep
breath and try again.

Friday August 12

You'll be making up your mind about all
sorts of treasured ambitions. However,
you need to remember to tell everyone
who s intimately involved.

Saturday August 13

It’s a condition of success today that you
pursue your goals in a down-to-earth
manner, one step at a time and with

the ace of diamonds it looks like there are lots of tricks.After winning the 22. Take ple‘asure in‘ ) (44) ] ) 22 NATO. maximum regard for long-term results.
heart lead, what should South play next? expressing admiration about 15. Atmospheric passage of mine
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 3s "R —— - (00)
Instructions G| 3 5 5
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, T T T < E 1 E g 3 4 ? ) 'E-
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get every digitfrom1to9 T ‘E‘ 1 EI a 4 5 | E—I ? -1 2- 3
the answer for the given quip. g must appearineach of the E Q - |
Those who have suffered much becomevery___orvery__.-Will Durant (6,.,6) o nine vertical columns. in g FE T 3121 8]l9 8 4
< each of the nine horizontal o 7
LVEEE EEKLTT S5 | roveadincachafive Imemmacmrill Cl [k,
.-: 3 | nineboxes. 2 7] 4!5|213(9 6|81 T
E B Z |||[6131][7|8 5492
KSIRT ITUBGN 2| oyt HETRE g 74 5|6 29|38 1
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; | | |
g Sy 8 1 al7 o) 12 8|4/ 53|67 9
1M - "93ua8 A19A 10 JONIq AT9A W03 YINUI PAISYNS JABY OYM 3SOY [ :TOMSUY Genius - = - = - )
ONIGNL ATLLAN LIS ‘TIATT :NOLLNTOS

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
You need to hang on
toyour principles,
but muchstill
revolves around

money. You feel that you should

not be in the business of making
other people happy, but of
securing your own interests. It is
about time that you put yourself
first, so don't feel guilty.

TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)
Youmustbe
prepared for frank
and open debate. You
may wish that

everything were sweetness and

light, but it’s far better to

face up to causes of

disagreement. There’s little to be

gained from papering over the
cracks. In the long-term, life is

running your way, so you can
afford torelax.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You are famous for
your good ideas but,
also, in many
people’s opinion, for
the ease with which you change
your mind. However, it's now
important to be consistent and
realise that your plans must be
capable of implementation.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Passions are
mounting. This
obviously means that
romantic dalliances
could develop a momentum of
their own. Italso indicates,
though, that all your creative
powers should now be ata peak.
Cancerian artists, and that
includes all of you, will be
exploring new avenues or
expertise. The results could
benefit your business life.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Power struggles are
inevitable, most likely
athome or within

your family. Never
imagine that you are completely

faultless, for, even inadvertently,
you have contributed to current,
awkward emotional situations.
An older, or more experienced,
partner, will come to your aid.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
It’s difficult to focus
ondetails at the
momentand you
should be setting off
on afact-finding expedition at
work. According to all
indications, you'lldo
wellin serious discussions and
meetings, but don’t be
thrown by people who are out to
shock you. Family matters
could benefit from some
of your sensitive and
intuitive skills.

Ifyou have a spare
@ moment, you may
presence in
intriguing parts of your chart by
Your pleasure may be slightly
marred by a hint of provocation
all the signs suggest thata cash
crisis will pass with a partner’s
good news.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
planet, star upon
star,and you may be

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
celebrate Jupiter’s
buying yourself a treat or two.
in the financial department. Yet,
support. That's the week’s
Planet is piling upon
@ experiencing a

welcomerrise in energy.

However, there are too many

choices. If you really can’t

decide what you should be
doing, it is perfectly acceptable
to surrender to circumstances
and let fate take its course.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
Your fantasy life
appears to be
extremely powerful
at present. There’s

nothing wrong with this,

justaslongasyoudon't
imagine that what you believe
tobe true really is true. As the
days pass, fact and fiction begin
to follow completely

separate paths.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
Your stars mean
business, and friends
and acquaintances
are set to take life

extremely seriously and, at any

moment, an otherwise light-
hearted situation can become
extremely intense. What
happens in the end is very
much up toyou, and your
emotional wisdom and
experience will be

thoroughly tested.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19)

Discussions and
decisions which take
place over the
current period will be

dominated by the Moon, and

that means you'll be making
rational choices on the basis of
your instincts and feelings. And

that’s no easy feat. Your
judgment may be good, but
think before you speak.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
It’s time to catch up
witha few basic life-
lessons. It looks very
much asif you may
have been taking other
people for granted, or otherwise
under-valuing their gifts and
qualities. You would do well to
reconsider your habits and
preconceptions.

New Delhi
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SPORT

Rank Nation Gold SilverBronze Total
1. Australia 57 46 47 150
2. England 48 47 43 138
3. Canada 19 29 31 79
4. NewZealand17 11 14 42
5. India 2 1N N 34
6.  Nigeria 9 4 n 24
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Raviovercomes
weightissuestowin

goldinstyle

"lam my favourite. | am," Ravi Dahiya
would say inanInstavideorecorded by
United World Wrestling, on the morn-
ing of his Commonwealth Games final
where he brought India's 4th of 6
wrestling gold at Coventry.

Itwas unintentional swag, it was au-
thentic though. "Arre, I couldn't think
of anyone. They asked, so I answered,"
he would say later, even as American
Jordan Burroughs topped the tally. Not
for India's silver medallist from Tokyo,
and the most watchable grappler since
Sushil Kumar.

On the mat, he picked eight points
from the snaking phitle, and then fin-
ished a technical superiority reaching
10 points a few seconds later, all
achieved without much fuss.

It was in the morning though -
when not under the spotlight, where
he sauntered in and swagged out, and
stood with his hand on hips, waiting for
the world to settle into an applauding
chorus - that Ravi had faced his tough-
est test: making weight. He had clearly
notbeen eating much thelast few days.
Totop that, he spent three hoursin the
morning spilling sweat and getting
cranky to come within 100 gm of his re-
quired weight. "That is the worst part
of these smaller categories. But you
have to do it for the country. What to
do?" he would say.

Raviis known to spend three hours
at Chhatrasal, prepping for each six-
minute fight, where sparring oppo-
nents who don'taccord him undue re-
spect, are let loose on him one after the
other, as a progressively tiring fighter
takes on the fresh challengers. He runs
at 4 am, and allows Holi, Diwali and
other festivals to drift past year after
year. "I'm still in wrestling. I don't like
thinking of anything else," he says, see-
ing no need to unwind.

The cardio strength and stamina
he's known for are entirely built on the
mat. "No gym. If I have to fight on the
mat, I should build strength on the
mat," he says.

His relatively tall stature at 57 kg -
teeming with smaller wrestlers -
means his hand reach when he swoops
them forlegholdsis a tremendous sight
to watch. When Ravi's hands flap out,
the opponent is about to be baited and
turn to a kill. It opens him up for the
hulking, bending opponent going for
his leg though. "Yes, I'm not known for
my defense, really. I'm an attacking
wrestler, I don't believe in defense
much."

He's grateful for the love and bless-
ings of people. But such is the self-as-
surance of this man, he'll wineven oth-
erwise. --Shivani Naik

Nikhat, Panghal in finals
Reigning world champion Nikhat
Zareen and Amit Panghal were among
three Indian boxers who entered the fi-
nals while Jaismine Lamboria settled
for bronze at the Commonwealth
Games. Nikhat stormed into the final of
women's 50kg after outclassing
England’s Stubley Alfia Savannah 5-0.
Panghal (51kg)reached his second con-
secutive CWG final. Nitu Ghanghas
(48kg) also reached the final. PTI

Unlike the Worlds, where he got boxed in in one of the
slowest races, Sable was quick off the blocks this time,
staying in front with the Kenyan trio for 2,400m.

27-year-old overcomes
recent disappointments
torun a ‘fearless’ race
and win a silver medal

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6

Avinash Sable's taking down two world-
class Kenyans and leaving them in his wake
at the Commonwealth Games will go down
as the stuff of legends. His long-time coach
Amrish Kumar experienced goosebumps as
Sable’s finishing kick in the home stretch
wooed the world. Amrish was over the
moon not because he was stunned or sur-
prised by Sable's audacity on the track.
Rather this race was the result of years of
hard work which had come to nothing
when Sable had followed the herd at the
World Championships.

"The man in blue you saw on the track
today is the real Avinash Sable. The one who
ran at the world championships was some-
one else. Today Sable ran his race. To take
on the best is what all the years of training
were focussed on. He was fearless. Sable is
someone who never gets intimidated. The
Kenyans saw what he is capable of and he
will only get better," Amrish said.

The army coach is now retired but he
does have regular chats with Sable. They
had a short call before the Commonwealth
Games. Amrish's advice to Sable was to not
repeat the same mistakes he made at the
World Championships.

At Eugene, Sable was foxed by the tac-
tics of the leaders who never really pushed
in what turned out to be the slowest ever
race at a World Championship. Saturday’s
race was in contrast to the slow pace at the
Worlds, a race which was won by Morocco's
Soufiane El Bakkali with a time of 8:25.13.

At the CWG, Abraham Kibiwot of Kenya
clocked 8:11.15 to win gold, Sable came sec-
ond with 8:11.20 while Amos Serum of
Kenya was third with 8:16.83.

Sable had set his previous national
record at the Diamond League in Rabat ear-
lier this year, a very fast race in which El
Bakkali had run a sub-eight-minute time.
Sable likes an all-out race because he be-
lieves he can keep pace with the leading
pack.In slow races, he is still unsure of when
to push, especially against a world-class
field, as we saw at the World
Championships.

"He likes races which are fast because
he can go all out. In training, there have been
days when he has clocked up to 20 kilome-
tres at a quick pace. He is a coach's dream
to work with because he is focussed on
training and is ready to put in the hard
work," Amrish added.

Not so long ago, however, Sable was at
his home in Mandva, a village in the arid
Beed district, and had started working on a
farm.

Even though he had broken a national
record at the Tokyo Olympics, where he had
competed soon after recovering from Covid,
the disappointment of not reaching the fi-
nal consumed him. And it only got worse
after the World Championship, where he
had another below-par outing.

After the twin disappointments, Amrish
feels the CWG silver will be a stepping stone
for Sable.

WITH A JUMP AND KICK, AVINASH LEAPS TO THE PODIUM
THEQUICKSTART

THEWATERJUMP

With 552m left, Sable caught up with Serem. Then, with the
water jump at 500m, executed flawlessly from the outside,
he overtook Serem and Kipruto to move to second spot.

THEFINALKICK

able’s fable

-

s

il

¥, i -
& S fer

s
Y s

BIRMINGHAM 2022 Wi Fomt;

India's Avinash Sable and Kenya's Abraham Kibiwot in action during the 3000m steeplechase final on Saturday. Reuters

The focus then turned to the final 400m. Some of the
world’s best complete the last quartermile in 53-54 secs.
Sable showed he can be just as fast but fell short by 0.5 secs.

Goswami leaves nothing to chance, wins silver

EXPRESS IN BIRMINGHAM

SHIVANINAIK
BIRMINGHAM, AUGUST 6

PRIYANKA GOSWAMI recalls days when she
rationed her appetite because there was no
money for all meals while she trained as a
racewalker away from home in Lucknow.

Her father had been suspended from his
roadways job and couldn’t really afford to
send her money to subsist in another city
where she trained, much before she made
the national camp. On Saturday, Goswami
survived on “bread-jam” - out of choice -
though the athlete’s dining room was teem-
ing with all sorts of food. “Medal se pet bharr
gayaa,” she would say, after picking India’s
first-ever CWGssilver in the 10km race-walk.

This one other time, she found herself
weighing her options - whether to go meet
a close friend’s parents or not - because she
didn’t have enough bus money to reach
Ambala. Those days, she believes, are firmly
behind her.

She wasn't sure if her silver would regis-
ter, though, given it was raining medals all
around Birmingham. But it had been an
eventful day when her Kenyan competitor
had literally asked her why she was pushing
the pace, and she had snorted away those lit-

Priyanka Goswami maintained the
lead till the 4000m mark. AP

tle mental games because she'd come along
way to even reach here.

"leven got a warning at 6 km, and I think
officials do it just to intimidate us.  mean I
was thinking, half the distance is over and
bhaisaab never saw a problem in my tech-
nique. Suddenly why's he having a prob-
lem?" she would laugh.

The chatterbox athlete takes a Bal Gopal
idolin alittle basket wherever she goes, and
she would insist on carrying it to the podium,

Smriti, Rana take
India to final

Birmingham: All-rounder Sneh Rana
showed nerves of steel by choking
runs indeath overs asIndian women's
cricket team pipped hosts England by
four runs to enter the final of the
Commonwealth Games on Saturday.
Needing 165 to win, England were
cruising along at 132 for 3. The hosts
required only 33 runs off 24 balls but
off-spinner Rana (4-0-28-2) bowled
extremely well. She gave away only 3
runs in the 18th and 9 runs in the fi-
nal over. England finished at 160 for 6
and even a last-ball maximum from
Sophie Ecclestone couldn't save the
day for the hosts.

BRIEF SCORES: India 164/5 in 20
overs (Smriti Mandhana 61; Freya
Kemp 2/22) beat England 160/6in 20
overs (Natalie Sciver 41; Sneh Rana
2/28)by4runs. PTI

with volunteers trying to stop her. "But 1 did-
n'tlisten. I just took it. As if they would stop
asilver medallist," she blustered with a wink.

She borrowed it from her mother Anita,
whose faith she inherited. "During the lock-
down, I had gone "psycho’ because we could-
n't train. At that time  asked my mother why
she put her faith in this. She let me keep it. It
helped me become calmer and diverted my
mind from all the tension. I carried it to
Bangalore. Now after I've found success with

it, I'll carry it everywhere. The chief coach
keeps it for me when I'm competing,” she
says. Then it travels with her to the podium.

Goswami loved competitions. "In school,
I'd take part in Diya and rangoli competitions
and be happy to win those," she recalls. Not
winning weaned her away from gymnastics
asayoungster in Meerut. She was petrified of
the Balance beam, arguably Gymnastics'
most dreaded apparatus. "Coach would
scream at me too much when! failed. I could-
n't take the yelling. So I ran away," she says,
adding that sometimes she even got caned
and developed an aversion for the sport.

ButinClass 11,she believed she was nowall
grown up,and noone would yell ather. But the
scoldings never stopped. So after having gath-
ered the courage to return to the sport cause
she did not want to be a quitter, she drifted to-
wards athletics. "There also | wasn't winning,
Someone told me to try Walking. Mujhe lagaa
bas chalnaa hi hai. SoI took off," she says. Over
3 km, things were easy, over 10km in seniors,
life got pretty technical.

On Saturday, she was wary of last-minute
drama. "Ikept hearing from the sidelines that
the third place is far behind. But why should
Ileave? I kept pushing the pace,” she says.It's
when the Kenyan Emily Wamusyi Ngii, who
won the bronze, was totally boggled about
the Indian's mad rush.

"Usually mummy gets dreams of my suc-
cess. Butwhenlasked her today, she said, aaj
clearly kuchh theek se dikha nahi sapna (I
couldn't see the dream clearly today),"” she
would quip. She didn't leave things to chance,
divinity, or a Kenyan's prompt. She raced
ahead, not heeding warnings of the jury,and
raced to glory.

Silver in men’s fours adds to India’s growing lawn bowls story

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
AUGUST 6

“I AM feeling as if we have taken our
Kohinoor back.” Madhukant Pathak can be
granted the indulgence in hyperbole, for he
has dreamed of this day for the better part of
two decades. From the day he arranged for
four bowls from Delhi through veteran sports
administrator Randhir Singh in 2005 and be-
gan training players on a hockey pitch in
Ranchi, Pathak has been working towards
making India a force in lawn bowls, driven
by his “madness” for the game.

Pathak’s long struggle has finally borne
fruit, and at the most apt of locations. First,
the women’s fours team brought the rela-
tively obscure and ridiculed game into na-
tional limelight with a historic gold medal at
the Birmingham Commonwealth Games.
Then, the men’s team entered the fours final
by beating England, which has the world’s
oldest surviving bowling green dating back to
the 13th century. On Saturday, Sunil Bahadur,
Navneet Singh, Chandan Kumar Singh and
Dinesh Kumar, all of whom have trained un-
der Pathak, added another chunky slice of

history at the Victoria Park Lawn Bowls Rink
1 with a silver medal, going down to
Northern Ireland.

Forasport thatis not even acknowledged
as one by many, and played at the most by a
few hundred in India, winning a
Commonwealth gold and a silver in a coun-
try with centuries of tradition in lawn bowls
can well feel like getting the crown jewels
back.

“Even when we had brought the game to
Jharkhand, people would say, ‘bowl
ludhkaane ka bhi koi game hota hai kya?’ (Is
rolling a bowl even a sport?)” says Pathak,
who is also the treasurer of the Athletics
Federation of India.

Pathak would scout for players who had
stalled in other sports and try and convince
them to take up lawn bowls. From there, to
having someone like 27-year-old Navneet,
who was attracted to the sport during the
2010 Delhi Commonwealth Games, is al-
ready quite a progression. Navneet’s school in
Delhi happened to have arare lawn bowls fa-
cility for him to get introduced to the game,
but that has, of course, been the exception.

“We would get in people with sports
backgrounds earlier, also because we would

India’s (from left) Sunil Bahadur, Navneet Singh, Chandan Kumar Singh and Dinesh
Kumar after winning silver on Saturday. P11

have to work less on training them,” says
Pathak.

Dinesh, 45, was once a goalkeeper at the
East Bengal academy and also played for the

Mohammedan Sporting junior team. But a
knee injury effectively cut short his football
career. “He suffered knee trouble around
2000.1n2002-03, he came to us. I told him

that this game is suited for your fitness as
the physical requirement is not that much,”
says Pathak.

Sunil, another lawn bowls veteran and
about the same age as Dinesh, had no sport-
ing background unlike the ex-footballer, but
would like to come and just watch other play-
ers practise. “Then once we told him, ‘You just
keep watching, why don’t you try your hand
atit?’ Then he started playing consistently. He
was in the police so was physically fit.”

The cop became so dedicated to lawn
bowls thatit would be hard to get him off the
green. “When no one else would practise,
even then, Sunil would come in and put in
400 bowls a day.” After winning an Asian
medal, he was promoted from constable to
sub-inspector.

Chandan'’s entry into lawn bowls was
among the most random. He happened to be
the nephew of one of Pathak’s friends. “He
would just keep roaming around, awarajaisa
(like a vagabond). We got hold of him from
the Ranchi College hostel and brought him
into the game.”

He’s since gone on to win medals at the
Asian level, including gold in fours in 2016
and triples in 2017. “Our players have won

around 25 medals at the Asian level,” reck-
ons Pathak.

Getting recognition

But it is these Commonwealth medals
that have catapulted them from anonymity
to overnight attention. “I had full faith that
my players were good. We would lose only
because we did not get to play too many in-
ternational matches at crucial times. So, 1 was
sure that we had to click at this level some-
day,” says Pathak. “And if we had grass
greens, we could have got this result earlier.
We did not have the required fund of Rs 10
lakh for installing grass greens. There is a lot
of difference between playing on a synthetic
surface and on grass greens.”

About 15 years ago, Pathak had requested
the then Deputy Commissioner to allot two
acres of land, and an indoor and outdoor facil-
ity was constructed on the outskirts of Ranchi
with Rs 4 crore sanctioned from the MPLAD
fund of former Rajya Sabha MP RK Anand.
Today, Pathak says 44 seniors and 38 juniors
train there. “We have more players than there
are in the rest of

India.” That is likely to change after his
wards’ Commonwealth success.
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