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SINCE 1932

‘Technical’ snags
hit CUET, over
50,000 unable
to take exam

HARLEENNAGARWAL
&MOHANASARKAR
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

THE SECOND phase of the
Common University Entrance
Test (CUET-UG) 2022 ran into a
major technical snag on
Thursday, forcing over 50,000
candidatesacrossthecountryto
returnfromcentreswithouttak-
ing the exam as the National
Testing Agency (NTA) failed to
uploadquestionpapersontime.
The NTA, an autonomous

body under the Ministry of
Education,saidthesecandidates
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UDDHAVVERSUSSHINDE

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

THE SUPREME Court said
ThursdayitwilldecidebyAugust
8whether it needs to refer to a
five-judge Constitution Bench
the questions raised in a bunch
of petitions by rival factions of
theShivSena.
Thebenchof Chief Justice of

India N V Ramana and Justices

KrishnaMurari andHimaKohli
alsoaskedtheElectionCommis-
sionof India (ECI) not toprecip-
itate action until then on the
Eknath Shinde faction’s plea
seeking recognition as the orig-
inal ShivSena.
TheShindefactionbrokeaway

from theUddhavThackeray-led
Shiv Sena and formeda govern-
mentinMaharashtrawiththeBJP
after Thackeray resigned as
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CJI N V Ramana names
Justice U U Lalit as his
successor in note to Govt

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

CHIEF JUSTICE of India N V
Ramana Thursday recom-
mended to the government the
name of Justice Uday Umesh
Lalit, the second most senior
judge of the Supreme Court, as
his successor.
Elevated directly to the

Supreme Court from the Bar in
August 2014 — only the sixth
lawyer to be so honoured —

Justice Lalitwill takeoveras the
49thCJI after the incumbent re-
tiresonAugust26.Hehasashort
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

THE CENTRE has told the
Bhupesh Baghel-led Congress
governmentinChhattisgarhthat
if the state is “unable” to imple-
ment the PradhanMantri Awas

Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G), the
Union Ministry of Rural
Development (MoRD) will be
“compelled” to “reconsider” its
support to other “core” rural
schemeslikethePradhanMantri
GramSadakYojana (PMGSY).
It is learnt that this was
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DecisionbyAugust8onwhether
pleasneedtobesent to largerbench

Centre warns Baghel govt:
Implement rural housing
plan or we reconsider aid

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate's
summonstoLeaderofOpposition
inRajyaSabhaMallikarjunKharge
triggered a political row on
Thursday,with theCongress ac-
cusing thegovernment of trying
to“intimidate”it.Thegovernment
counteredthat“the lawwill take
itsowncourse”,anditdoesnotin-
terfere in the functioning of law
enforcementagencies.
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Chief Justiceof IndiaNV
Ramana, JusticeUULalit
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THEMAHARASHTRAde-
velopmentshaveraised
largerquestionsondis-
qualificationproceedings
andinterpretationsof the
anti-defection law.TheEC
hasunderlined itsowndu-
ties,maintainingthat the
TenthSchedulecannot in-
terdict its responsibility.

Alarger
debateE●EX
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AI
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Wait until we decide on
rival Sena pleas: SC to EC

Congress leaderMallikarjunKhargeat theHeraldHouse in
NewDelhionThursday. TashiTobgyal RELATEDREPORT,PAGE2

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST4

AFTERHISrecord-breakingover-
allliftof405kginthe109kg-plus
category of the Commonwealth
GamesinBirmingham,Pakistan’s
MuhammadNoohDastgir Butt,
25, lookedaroundforthebronze
medallist,India’sGurdeepSingh.

This wasn’t the winner of
Pakistan’s first gold at these
Games being gracious for the
camera, but friendswanting to
sharetheirmomentofglory.
Muchlater,awayfromtheme-

diagaze,thetwowouldpartyinto
thenight, sharing their joywith
their favouriteSidhuMoosewala
songsplayinginthebackground.
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From Punjab on both sides of border,
two weightlifters forge a winning bond

MuhammadNoohDastgir
ButtwithGurdeepSingh. PTI

ElevatedfromBar,JusticeLalitwason
benchinkeycases:Tripletalaq,POCSO

Kharge summoned,
ED searches on; not
scared, says Rahul

INSIDE

MIGRANTWORKER
KILLED, 2 INJURED IN
PULWAMAATTACK
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SC to EC
CM of the Maha Vikas Aghadi
governmentinJunethisyear.The
bench told the ECI that if the
Thackeray faction seeksmore
timetosubmititsresponsetothe
noticeissuedbytheCommission
on the Shinde faction's plea, it
shouldconsidergrantingreason-
ableadjournment.
AppearingfortheShindefac-

tion,SeniorAdvocateHarishSalve
said one of the issues to be de-
cidediswhetherdisqualification
under the Tenth Schedule is in-
curred onlywhen the Speaker
rendersafindingthatthealleged
delinquentmember has either
voluntarilyforsakenmembership
oftheoriginalpoliticalpartyfrom
whichhewaselectedorhasvoted
contrarytoadirectiveoftheparty.
If the answer to thequestion

is intheaffirmative,canaperson
againstwhomadisqualification
petition is filed, and is pending,
continuetoactasamemberofthe
Houseandparticipateinproceed-
ingsof theHouse,hesaid.
Another issue is whether a

writcanbefiledintheHighCourt
or SupremeCourt to invite ade-
cisionby the court ondisqualifi-
cation proceedings under the
Tenth Schedule bypassing the
Speaker, Salve said, adding that
sincetheThackerayfactionissay-
ing that the Speaker cannot be
trusted,thecourtwillthen,inthe
first instance, have to decide
whether there is a disqualifica-
tion.Salvesaidit’s“extremelyim-
portant”todecidewhetheravote
by a member contrary to the
partydirectivecanbeconsidered
anillegalitywiththeconsequence
thatalegislativemeasure,passed
by a support of themajority in-
cludingthosevotingagainsttheir
party’s directive, be considered
void. “Today, suppose a law is
passed, one party says vote
against it. Themember says no,
wewant to support this, doesn’t
matter if we lose our seats. And
theygoandvote. Isthatactionil-
legal?Orisitanactionthatisper-
fectly lawful but opens them to
disqualification?”Salvesaid.
Tothis,theCJIasked,“Ifthatis

the case,what is the sanctity of
thewhips?” Salve said, “It opens
you to disqualification. You lose
yourseat.Yougobacktothepeo-
ple... Because there is a reason
why the disqualification law is
constructedthewayitis.Itstrikes
a balance betweenmaintaining
peopleswitchingpartiesandac-
tionintheHouse.”
Illustrating this further, he

said, “Suppose a person gets
electedby corrupt practices. Till
hiselectionissetaside,everything
he does is lawful. And that’s as
bad,ifnotworsethandefection...
That’sthestructureofourlaw.”
Salvesaid“theanti-defection

lawalwayshastostrikeabalance
bypreventingunwholesomede-
fections, but not becoming an
anti-dissent law.NaniPalkhivala
had criticised the anti-defection
lawsaying this is ananti-dissent
law... A member may say this
whipofmypartyIamnotgoingto
obey.Andhemayvoteagainst it.
Andmaybelateron,thepartyit-
self, realising itwassupportinga
wrong cause, may not move
against itsmembers. That is not
disqualification. That is howthis
lawisunderstood.”
TheCJIaskedifamembercan

totally ignore the political party
after getting elected and said if
that is so, “itwill be a danger to
democracy."
Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,

appearing for theThackeray fac-
tion, said the BMCelections are
comingandwhat thedissidents
will try to do is press for orders
fromtheECIwhileproceedingsin
thecourtremainpending.
“In their petition, they have

said they enjoy support of 40
MLAs of Shiv Sena in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly... and 12 out of 19
Members of Parliament.
Therefore, theirargument is that
theyarethepoliticalparty.Nowif
40MLAsstanddisqualified,how
willthispetitionlie?Theyarethe
ones who have moved (ECI)...
That’stheproblem,”hesaid.
SeniorAdvocateAMSinghvi,

alsoappearing for theThackeray
camp,saidtheentireclaimofthe
rebels is basedon the support of
majorityMLAs.Buttheclaimgoes
if they are disqualified, he said,
adding“Wheredoesthebalance
of convenience lie?Why should
it bemade irreversible anda fait
accompli?”
Appearing for ECI, Senior

Advocate ArvindDatar said the
poll body is bound by the
RepresentationofthePeopleAct,
1951 and Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment)
Order,1968whoseregulation15
saysthatifanygroupofmembers
of apoliticalpartyclaimtheyare
therealpoliticalparty,thentheEC
is duty-bound to give notice to
otherpeople,heareverybodyand
thendecide.
“ECisconcernedwiththepo-

liticalpartywhichisonapolitical
plane.TheTenthScheduleiscon-

cernedwithwhathappensinthe
Assembly. Suppose the court ul-
timately holds that all these
members are actually disquali-
fied, that doesn’tmake a differ-
enceasfarastheECisconcerned.
Weareconcernedwiththemain
politicalparty,”hesaid.
TheCJIsaid“theapprehension

isyouaremakingthesepetitions
faitaccomplibecauseifyourecog-
nisetheothergroupthattheyare
theoriginalpoliticalparty,theen-
tirethingwillgo”.Datarsaidwhat
is happening inECI canbe inde-
pendentofwhat ishappeningin
the Assembly. “I am a separate
constitutional body. I have todo
mydutiesundertheConstitution.
TenthSchedulecan’tinterdictmy
responsibility,” he said, adding
that the EChas to adjudicate on
whohasthesymbolbyadducing
evidence. The bench, however,
toldDatar thatwhile the EC can
receiveaffidavitsetc,itshouldnot
precipitatematters till the court
takesadecisionontheissueofre-
ferringittoaConstitutionBench.
Dataragreedtothis.

CJI
term in office andwill retire on
November8,2022.
An official communication

said CJI Ramana “personally
handedoveracopyofhisletterof
recommendation dated
03.08.2022” to Justice Lalit
Thursday “morning”. It also “re-
called”thattheCJI’sSecretariatre-
ceived a communication dated
August 3 from the office of the
UnionMinisterofLawandJustice
requesting him to recommend
thenameofhissuccessor“yester-
day(03.08.2022)at2130hrs”.
Asperconvention,theincum-

bent CJI recommends thename
ofhissuccessoronlyuponreceiv-
ingthecommunicationfromthe
LawMinistry urginghim/her to
doso.EnrollingasanAdvocatein
June1983,JusticeLalithasbeena
keypartofthecountry’sjurispru-
dential journeyinthelastcouple
of decades, initially as a lawyer
and thenas judge.His fatherUR
Lalitwas anAdditional Judge of
theDelhiHighCourt.
He has been part of several

importantrulingsintheSC.Justice
Lalit headed the bench that last
month sentencedVijayMallya,
who was found guilty of con-
tempt of court in 2017, to four
months’ imprisonment.He also
headedthebenchthatconvicted
thefugitivebusinessmanforcon-
tempt in May 2017. A bench
presidedbyhimunderscoredthe
importanceofmitigatingcircum-
stanceswhiledealingwithdeath
penaltyconvicts.
InaMadhyaPradeshcaseof a

man sentenced to death for the
gangrape of a child, the bench
gave credence to the role of a
“mitigationinvestigator”ingoing
into the backgroundof the con-
vict.Thecourtalsoinitiatedasuo
motu case to streamline the
processof considerationofmiti-
gating circumstances in such
matters. It said that “every cir-
cumstancewhichhasthepoten-
tialofbeingamitigatingcircum-
stance, while considering
whether death sentence be im-
posedornot,mustnecessarilybe
consideredbythecourt”.Hewas
alsopart of the five-judgebench
which by a 3:2majority judg-
ment, inAugust2017, “set aside”
the centuries-old practice of in-
stant triple talaq or talaq-e-bid-
dat. Justice Lalit alsoheaded the
benchwhichinJuly2020upheld
the rightsof theerstwhile royals
of Travancore in the administra-
tionofSreePadmanabhaSwamy
TempleinThiruvananthapuram.
In November 2021, an SC

bench headed by himquashed
thetwojudgmentsoftheNagpur
benchofBombayHighCourtsay-
ing themost important ingredi-
ent forconstitutinganoffenceof
sexualassaultunderSection7of
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act is
the “sexual intent”, and not the
“skin-to-skin” contactwith the
child”.ThetwoHCjudgmentshad
setoffafuroreforconcludingthat
itwillnotamounttoanoffenceof
sexualassaultunderSection7of
POCSOifthereis“nodirectphys-
ical contact, i.e. skin to skin” be-
tweentheaccusedandthevictim.
In2019, hewasmadepart of

thebenchtoheartheAyodhyati-
tlesuit issuebutrecusedhimself
from the hearing after it was
pointedoutthathehadappeared
inaconnectedmatterin1997asa
lawyer for formerUttar Pradesh
ChiefMinisterKalyanSingh.
JusticeLalithasalsobeenquite

pro-activeinhisroleasExecutive
Chairman of theNational Legal
ServicesAuthority(NALSA).Ona
visit toMumbai earlier this year,
hemadeitapointtovisitaschool
runbyPrerana,anNGOworking
withwomenandchildren,inthe
red light areas and engagewith
someofthewomenforcedbycir-
cumstancesintothetrade.
Hailing fromMaharashtra,

JusticeLalitstartedhispracticein
the Bombay High Court in
December1985andthenmoved
toDelhi January, 1986. Till 1992,

heworkedwithformerAttorney
General late Soli J Sorabjee and
was designated as Senior
Advocate by the SupremeCourt
inApril2004.Ascounsel,hewas
appointedAmicusCuriae insev-
eralmatters andwas appointed
Special Public Prosecutor for CBI
by the SupremeCourt in the2G
scam related cases. He also ap-
peared in several high-profile
cases including the black buck
case against actor SalmanKhan,
the road rage case against crick-
eter-turned politician Navjot
SinghSidhuandacorruptioncase
onbehalf of formerPunjabChief
MinisterAmarinderSingh.

ED summons
The ED had summoned

Kharge in connection with its
money laundering probe in the
National Herald case. On
Wednesday, ithadsealedtheof-
fice of Young Indian -- a firm
linkedtotheGandhifamilywhich
hadacquiredAssociatedJournals
Limited (AJL), the publisher of
NationalHeraldnewspaper – at
HeraldHouse inDelhi, saying it
couldnot search thepremises in
theabsenceofarepresentativeof
thefirm.
WithKhargereachingHerald

HouseonThursdayafternoon,the
EDunsealedtheYoungIndianof-
ficeandcontinueditssearch.“The
principal officer, Mallikarjun
Kharge,cameonTuesdaybutleft
thepremiseswithoutgettingthe
searches conducted. Summons
hadbeensenttotheprincipalof-
ficer (Kharge) to get the search
concluded.Inhisabsence,theof-
ficesweresealedtoensurenoone
tamperswithpotentialevidence.
Todayhehasarrived,sosearches
arebeingresumed,”anEDofficial
toldTheIndianExpress.
Earlier in theday, raising the

issue inRajyaSabha,Khargesaid
he had been summoned to the
Young Indianoffice at 12.30pm.
“I am aMember of Parliament
and Leader of the Opposition.
WhenParliament is in session, I
have received a summons from
theED…Ihavetogoat12.30pm.
I don’t want to avoid the law. I
wanttofollowthelaw.Butisitap-
propriate for the ED to issue a
summons to me when
Parliament is in session... when
Parliament is functioning,” he
said. Kharge saidpolicehad sur-
rounded the residence of
CongresschiefSoniaGandhiand
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi.“Willdemocracysurvive
likethis?Willwefunctionasper
theConstitution?Theyaredoing
thistodemoraliseus,tofinishus,
to intimidateus…wewill notbe
scared.Wewill fight,”hesaid.
Counteringhim,Leaderofthe

HousePiyushGoyalsaidthegov-
ernmentdoesnotbelieveininter-
feringwiththefunctioningoflaw
enforcementagencies.Hetermed
Kharge’s chargesasbaselessand
argued that “if somebody has
donesomethingwrong…thelaw
willtakeitsowncourse.”
“On this particular issue, this

matter had even gone to the
Supreme Court… and the
Congress president… senior
Congress leaders….they are out
onbail,” he said, adding that the
Congress and the Opposition
shouldcomplywiththelaw.
ED sources said Khargewas

summonedastheothertwoper-
sons associated with Young
Indian are Sonia and Rahul.
“Young Indiancurrentlyhas two
shareholders--RahulGandhiand
SoniaGandhi.Wedidnotwantto
call them. The companyhas just
oneemployee,Kharge,whoisthe
CEO.Wehadnooptionbuttocall
him,”saidanEDofficial.
Both Sonia and Rahul have

beenquestionedbytheEDincon-
nectionwiththecase.
Speakingtoreportersoutside

Parliament,Rahulsaid:“Itisanat-
tempt to intimidate. They think
they can silence us by putting
pressureonus.Itwillnothappen.
WhatNarendraModi andAmit
Shah are doing against democ-
racy…we will stand against
that…whatevertheydo,”hesaid.
“Wewill notbe intimidated.We
arenotscaredofNarendraModi.
Letthemdowhatevertheywant.
Wedon’tcare,”hesaid.

“MallikarjunKharge, Leader
of theOppositioninRajyaSabha,
wassummonedbytheEDwhen
Parliamentwas insession.He,of
course,leftaround12:20pmand
presented himself. This is
Modishahi reachingnew lows,”
tweeted Jairam Ramesh, AICC
general secretary in charge of
communication.
He later tweeted thatKharge

“hasbeenundergoinginterroga-
tionbytheEDforthelastfourand
ahalfhours.Hisordeal iscontin-
uing.”KhargeremainedatHerald
Housefornearlyeighthours.
Young Indian is under ED

probe on charges of acquiring
Associate Journals Limited (AJL),
the publisher of the National
Heraldnewspaper, andall its as-
setsfora“pittance”againstanal-
leged loan extended by the
Congress. The Herald House is
ownedbyAJL.Whilethreefloors
of thebuildinghavebeenrented
to thepassport seva kendra run
byTCS,thefourthfloorhousesthe
YoungIndianoffice.

Weightlifters
The same taste inmusic as

well as a common culture and
mother tongue had resulted in
thetwostrongmen,fromthetwo
Punjabs on either side of the
India-Pakistan border, bonding
while competing against each
otherontheinternationalcircuit.
Theliftersborn250kmapart

—NoohinPakistan’sGujranwala
andGurdeepinMajriRasulravil-
lageinKhannadistrict—goback
alongway.Theymighthavebeen
tryingtoout-lifteachothersince
their junior days but haven’t al-
lowedcut-throat competition to
affecttheirfriendship.
“Gurdeep and I have been

verygood friends.After thegold,
IfirstcongratulatedGurdeepand
laterwedid a small celebration
wherewedancedtoMoosewala’s
songs,” Nooh tells The Indian
Express fromBirmingham.
Gurdeep,too,sharedthesame

sentiment. “Noohand I firstmet
injuniorchampionshipssixyears
ago andwould share tips about
diet. Conversing inPunjabi obvi-
ouslyhelpedour friendship,” he
said.Whennot competing, they
still remain in touch. Like inMay
this year,when aworriedNooh
calledupGurdeep. “When I saw
thenewsof SidhuMoosewala’s
death, I messaged Gurdeep to
confirm. At my home gym, I
playedsongslikeJattDaMuqabla
and the recently released Song
295tosetthetempoformytrain-
ing,”saysNooh,whohailsfroma
familyofweightlifters.
Fromanearly age,Noohhad

heard stories from his father,
GhulamDastgir Butt, a 16-time
Pakistan national champion,
about his travels around the
world.Hewould oftenmention
India as a friendly nationwhere
Pakistan players always got a
warmwelcome.Butt Seniorhad
visitedIndiain1987fortheSouth
Asian Federation Games in
Kolkata,wherehewon the gold
medal. He is excited to get a call
fromtheothersideof theborder
on a day his sonwon gold in a
competitionwhere Indiawon
bronze.TheelderButttakestime
fromtalkingtothelocalmediato
comeon thephoneandexpress
hisjoyinPunjabi.
“I get surprisedwhenpeople

talk that India and Pakistan are
bornenemies.Theamountoflove
andrespectIndiahasgiventome,
we also love Indian players and
Hindustan the same. I often talk
with my Indian friends like
ManjeetSinghandformerIndian
Weightlifting Federation secre-
taryBalbirSingh.Actually,myday
startswith reading their ‘good
morning’messages,”hesays.
Nooh’s India experience, too,

wasn’t different from that of his
father. “I visited India twice and
competedinPuneandGuwahati.
The kind of love India has given
me, no other country has given
me. I havemore fans from India
thanPakistanintheweightlifting
community.When Iwas leaving
the hotel in Guwahati, the staff
and volunteerswere crying. It
mademeemotional,”saysNooh.
The father says it is unfortu-

natethatstoriesofIndo-Pakbon-

homie don’t get highlighted. “If
there is some incident of hate, it
gets playedupbut rarelypeople
talkaboutstoriesoffriendshipbe-
tweenpeopleof twonations.”
On their big day, the Butt

household is busynarrating the
story about the son. “Noohwas
12 years old and his younger
brotherwas eightwhen Imade
them start weightlifting.
Whatever tantrums theyputup
orhowmuchtheycried,Iactedas
a coach andnot as a father. I re-
member Nooh competed in a
tournament at the ageof 14 and
the barbell fell on his feet and
brokethebone. Imadehimtrain
inasittingpositionanddobench
press and frontpress as I didnot
want him tomiss training,” re-
memberstheelderButt.
Nooh’s younger brother,

HanzalaDastgir Butt, also com-
petedinthesamecategoryashim
at theCWGbut finishedoutside
themedalbracket.
Asforthehardtaskmasterfa-

ther,thegoalistoseehissonwin
anOlympicmedal.

Rural housing
conveyedbyRuralDevelopment
SecretaryNagendraNathSinhato
ChhattisgarhChiefSecretaryAm-
itabhJaininaletteronAugust1.
TheCentre’swarningcameaf-

terChhattisgarh failed to release
itsshareof fundsrequiredto im-
plementtheschemeinthestate.
ChiefSecretaryJaindidnotre-

spond to phone calls and text
messages from The Indian
Expressforcomment.
Sources said the Centre had

setaconstructiontargetof7.8lakh
housesunderthePMAY-Gduring
thefinancialyear2021-22.Butthe
MoRD, sources said,was “com-
pelled towithdraw” the target
duetothe“inability”ofthestatein
releasingthestateshare,amount-
ingtoRs562crore,and“unsatis-
factory”progressof thescheme.
In2020-21,theCentrehadal-

locatedaconstructiontargetof6.4
lakhhouses under the PMAY-G,
out ofwhich the state had “sur-
rendered”4.9 lakhhouses citing
“financial constraints and diffi-
culty”inreleasingthecorrespon-
dingstateshare.Thestatehadre-
tained a target of only 1.5 lakh
housesfor2020-21.
Under PMAY-G, the Centre

andstatessharetheexpenditure
in the ratio 60:10. In the case of
Himalayan states, Union
TerritoriesandstatesintheNorth-
East,theratiois90:10.
On several occasions, the

Ministryurged theChhattisgarh
government to release its pend-
ing state share for implementa-
tionof thePMAY-G,sourcessaid,
adding that letterswere sent to
the state government in June,
September andNovember last
year.Despitemeetingsandcom-
munications, the Chhattisgarh
government, sources said, has
neither shown “satisfactory
progress” nor released the due
stateshareofRs562crore.
Asaresult,workonthePMAY-

Ghas come to a standstill in the
state,sourcessaid.
Chhattisgarh is theonly state

where the scheme has faced a
problem in the last 3-4 years,
sourcessaid.TheCentrehasurged
thestatetoensureadequatefund
flowforPMAY-Gsothatalleligible
beneficiaries inthestatearecov-
eredunderthescheme.
Sources said that if the state

does not release its share under
thePMAY-G,theCentremaystop
its support under two core
schemeslikePMGSYandShyama
PrasadMukherjiRurbanMission.
Incidentally,thePMAY-Gissue

washighlightedbyTSSinghDeo
last month when he resigned
from theBaghel government as
MinisterforPanchayatandRural
Development. Inhis resignation
letter, non-sanctionof fundsun-
derthePMAY-Gwasoneoftheis-
suesmentioned. SinghDeo said
housescouldnotbeconstructed
for8 lakhpeople inthestatedue
tonon-sanctionof funds.
“Housesweresupposedtobe

constructedforhomelesspeople
under Pradhan Mantri Awas
YojanaandIhaddiscussedandre-
questedyoutoallocatemoneyfor
thesamebutfundwasnotmade

available for the schemedue to
which houses for 8 lakh people
couldnotbebuilt,”SinghDeosaid
inhislettertoBaghelonJuly16.
Hesaidthattherighttohouse

in rural areaswas one of the 36
goalsmentionedinthemanifesto
oftheCongresspartyinthestate.
“It isamatterof concernthat

not a singlehouse couldbebuilt
inthestateunderthepresentgov-
ernment and scheme’s progress
remainednil. I feel sorry that the
scheme’sbenefitscouldnotreach
thehomelessof thestate,”Singh
Deosaid.

CUET
wouldbeassignedslotsbetween
August 12-14. “The same admit
card will be valid for the con-
cernedcandidateswhoseexam-
inations have beenpostponed,”
NTA senior director (exams)
SadhanaParasharsaidinastate-
ment.Thelastdateofthesecond
phaseoftheexam,forwhich14.4
lakh candidateshave registered,
isAugust20.
On Thursday, glitcheswere

firstreportedin41centresacross
29 cities, affecting about 4,000
candidateswhowere assigned
the morning slot (9 am-12.15
pm). Apart from Delhi and
Ladakh,theaffectedcentreswere
located across 15 states:
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha,
Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand andWest Bengal.
Thesecandidateswillhavetoap-
pear for the examonAugust 12,
theNTAsaid.
Accordingtoreports,manyof

the affected candidates in the
morning slot foundout that the
examhadbeenrescheduledonly
after reaching their centres.
“Therewasnoinformationonthe
officialwebsite. The centre just
told us the examwas cancelled.
Later,afriendshowedmetheno-
tice on Twitter,” said Ronojoy
Mukherjee,whowas supposed
to take the exam at a centre in
Noida.
DPSingh,whoaccompanied

his daughter Sakshi to an exam
centre in Faridabad, said: “We
keptwaiting till 10.30 am. Then
they started allowing the stu-
dents to enter. But just halfway
into the process, they suddenly
announced the paper had been
cancelledandwewould receive
anemail”.
Later in the day, the glitches

tooka turn for theworse,wash-
ingout theentire secondslot (3-
6.45pm),affectingall489centres
across the countrywhere about
50,000candidateshadregistered,
saidanNTAofficial."Inthesecond
slot, all 61paperswere affected.
They couldn’t be uploaded on
time,"saidtheofficial.
“Becauseoftechnicalreasons,

thequestionpaperforthesecond
shift of the examination could
onlybeuploadedat5pmandthe
download at 489 centres could
startat5.25pm,while theexam
was scheduled to begin from3
pm,”theNTAsaidinastatement.
Statingthatthesecandidateswill
be allotted anewdate, between
August12and14,itsaidthatifthe
dates are “not suitable, the can-
didatescansendane-mailtodat-
echange@nta.ac.in,mentioning
their desireddate and roll num-
ber”.
Garima Shreya, a candidate,

said she could not take the test
evenduring the firstphase,held
July15-20,duetotechnicalprob-
lems.“Thiswasmythirdattempt,
after server issues in July. Now I
willbeappearing for theexama
fourth timewithno certainty of
thedate,"shesaid.
Sofar,theNTAhasallowed19

candidates who missed the
CUET-UG in July due to last-
minute changes in examination
centrestosit foraretest.
The CUET-UG scoreswill be

used by 90 universities -- 44
Centre-run,12stategovernment-
run,21privateand13deemed–
toadmit students toundergrad-
uatedegreecoursesinthe2022-
23session.
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Anexpertonmonkey-
pox,whyEDisprobing
theGandhis, andArmy
dogduties
In thisepisodeof3Things,DrKSrinath
Reddyspeaksonthemonkeypoxoutbreak;
wealsodiscusswhytheEnforcement
Directorate isprobingtheGandhi family,
andtheroleofdogs inthe IndianArmy

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

ONTUESDAY,when it launched
a search operation at Herald
House in the Capital, the
EnforcementDirectoratecarried
out simultaneous searches at
premises of someaccommoda-
tionentryoperator firmsacross
Delhi,MumbaiandKolkata.
Among the premises

searched was that of Kolkata-
based Dotex Merchandise
which, EDofficials claimed,had
loaned Rs 1 crore to Young
Indian to help it acquire
AssociateJournalsLtd(AJL),pub-
lisher of the National Herald
newspaper.
The searches were carried

out after the EDdetected finan-
cialtransactionsbetweenYoung
Indian and some accommoda-
tionentryoperatorfirms,agency
officials said.
EDofficialshaveclaimedthat

in2010,YoungIndian,whichhas
SoniaGandhiandRahulGandhi
asmajorshareholders,acquired
AJL and all its assets for a pit-
tance.
Officialssaidthatat thetime

of AJL's acquisition, Young
Indian,incorporatedwithapaid-
up capital of Rs 5 lakh, did not
have a fund of Rs 50 lakh to ac-
quire AJL, and decided to take a
loanofRs1crorefromM/sDotex
MerchandisePvtLtd,Kolkata.
In its report, the Income Tax

Department, which first con-
ducted a probe, said, “This loan
of Rs1 crorewasalso flaggedas
suspicious transaction in the
Suspicious Transactions Report
(“STR”)byFinancial Intelligence
Unit (“FIU”), India.”
The IT Department said the

loanwas given to Young Indian
“withoutanyguarantee”.
An email sent by The Indian

ExpresstoDotexMerchandisefor
comment did not elicit a re-
sponse.

Company which ED
claims gave loan to YI
among search targets

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,AUGUST4

RABINDRABHARATI University
(RBU)vice-chancellorSabyasachi
BasuRayChaudhuryonThursday
sent his resignation to Chief
MinisterMamataBanerjee,alleg-
ing that hewas denied entry to
hisofficebyTrinamoolCongress-
backedstudentsandteachersfor
overtwoweeks.
“I had written twice to the

ChiefMinistertorelievemeofmy
duties,”saidtheV-C.
TheV-C claimed, “Some stu-

dentsandteachingstaffhavecon-
tinuouslybeendisturbingmeand
stoppingmefromenteringmyof-
fice. I informed the Education
Ministeraboutthematterandhe
assuredmethatitwouldnothap-

pen again. However, despite his
assurance, such incidents took
place. And thus, I decided to re-
signfromthepost.” “Thoughthe
agitating teachers and students
don'tbearanypolitical flag, they
are the supporters of the ruling
party,”allegedtheV-C.
CPIM leader Sujan

Chakraborty said, “TMChas be-
comeanextortionistparty. They
havenointerestineducation.So,
suchincidentsareboundtohap-
peninthestate.”
BJP leader Rahul Sinha also

said,“TMCisinterestedinmoney
only. All TMC leaders are busy
mintingmoney. They have no
connectionwitheducation.”
TMC leader TapashRoy said,

“It's an unacceptable incident. I
think the administration should
act inthematter.”

RBU V-C resigns: ‘Denied
entry to office for 2 weeks’

Yogi launches 50 infra
projects in Azamgarh
Lucknow: On his first visit to
Azamgarhafter theBJPwonthe
Lok Sabha seat in the bypoll,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday announced 50 in-
frastructure projects, worth Rs
143crore, forthedistrictandre-
viewed the ongoing develop-
mentprojects.
Adityanath, who had cam-

paigned for the BJP, on
Thursday expressed gratitude
to the people of Azamgarh for
making the BJP nominee --

Dinesh Lal Yadav “Nirahua” –
win. “I amhere to thankyouall
forensuring thevictoryof your
MP(Nirahua). I am indebted to
you and I have come here to
launch50developmentalproj-
ects foryou,"Adityanathsaidat
an event here. “After the elec-
tion of Nirahua, the identity of
Azamgarhhaschanged.People
havedevelopedagoodopinion
about the district and the hon-
ourofUttarPradeshhasalso in-
creased,” he added. ENS

New Delhi
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Possession Notice (for Immovable Property)

Details of property
Name of

Borrower/
Guarantor

Date of
Possession
of Assets

i. Branch, ii. Date
& Amount as per
Notice u/s 13(2)

Whereas,
The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section
13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as detailed in the table
hereunder written calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to repay the amount shown in the respective notices
mentioned against their names in the table, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrowers/guarantors mentioned below having failed to repay the amount shown in the respective notices issued u/s
13(2) within the stipulated time, notice is hereby given to the aforementioned borrowers/guarantors and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property/ies (Secured Assets) described in the table
given below in exercise of powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 and 9 of the said
rules on the date(s) mentioned against the respective property.
The aforesaid borrowers/guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property/ies mentioned in the table hereunder written and any dealings with the said property/ies will be subject to the
charge of the for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and interest thereon.

BANK OF INDIA

BANK OF INDIA

30.07.2022

AuthorizedOfficer
Bank of India

Date:30.07.2022
Place:Patna

* With further interest at applicable rate till repayment.

To an ad measurable area- 1.00 katha (3.125 decimal)
bearing Khata No. 920, Khesra No. 669(P), Thana No. 70
situated at Mauza: Berhna Shanti Tola, PS- Barh, District-
Patna standing in the name of Mukesh Kumar, Bounded:-
North: Mr. Prem Nandan Prasad Singh, South: Niz Lakhkari,
East: Sanjay Singh Mi No Haja, West: Sharda Sharma &
Kameshwar Sharma.

Mr. Mukesh Kumar
S/o Yogendra Prasad
Sharma, Guarantor:
Mrs. Bimla Kumari
W / o Y o g e n d r a
Prasad Sharma

1st Floor, Chanakya Place, R-Block, Patna-800001

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE

APPENDIX - IV, Rule 8(1)

(Tel. 2220640-643, Fax: 0612-2223178)

(i) Dheewar Branch,
(ii) Demand Notice
Date: ,
`

interest and other
expenses thereon.

28.04.2022
12,14,904/- and
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Delhi BJP plans Pasmanda
Muslim outreach in capital

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST4

A 38-YEAR-OLD man was ar-
rested after a 40-km chase in
Punjab’s Amritsar for allegedly
stealing jewellery worthmore
than Rs 2 crore from a show-
roominDelhi’sKarolBagh.
Police said the accused,

Vikrant Gaurav, was a jeweller
who suffered losses and in-
curred debts during the Covid
lockdown. He was identified
based on a tattoo on his arm,
saidpolice.
Police said on July 24, aman

named Sandeep Garg lodged a
complaintregardingtheftofgold
anddiamondjewelleryworthRs
2.12crore fromhis showroom.
DCP (Central) Shweta

Chauhansaid:“Theaccusedhad
carriedoutthetheftbypretend-
ing to be a customer. He looked
at a lot of jewellery and stole
someof theexpensivepieces.”
Police said CCTV footage of

the showroom and the route
taken by the accusedwere ex-
amined. The accused hadworn
a facemask. It was later found
that the accused had theword
“Rasraj” tattooedonhisarm.
Policesaidthemanwasiden-

tifiedafterverificationfrom400-
500 local shopkeepersand jew-
ellers. Police also carried out a
door-to-doorsearchinEastPatel
Nagar, where the accused had
livedfouryearsago.Hisoldmo-
bilenumberwasfound,andpo-
lice used technical surveillance
to locatehiminAmritsar.
DCP Chauhan said: “A team

was sent to Amritsar to keep
watchonhismovements.Hewas
traced,butfledinhiscar.Hewas
chased for about 40 km before
theteamapprehendedhim.”
TheDCPsaidheconfessedto

thecrimeandthejewellerywas
recovered from his possession.
Police said he had borrowed
moneyfrommultiplepeopleaf-
ter sufferingbusiness losses.He
had allegedly planned to steal
jewelleryfromKarolBaghtopay
backhisdebts.Ane-FIRwasfiled
under IPCsection379(theft).

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

AFTERPMNarendraModi's call
to BJP to reach out to “deprived
and downtrodden sections” in
communitiesotherthanHindus
at anational executive conclave
in Hyderabad last month, BJP
leadership in Delhi has started
an outreach programmewith a
focus on Pasmanda (backward)
Muslims in thenational capital.
The partywill be holding a

PasmandaMuslim SenhMilan
AwamSammanSamrohFridayat
Ghalib Institute inCentralDelhi,
duringwhich several Pasmanda
leadersfromBJPwillbepresent.
Delhi BJPminoritymorcha

in-chargeandnationalpresident
of the Rashtrawadi Muslim

PasmandaMahazAtif Rasheed,
who is holding the programme,
saidPasmandaMuslimshaveal-
waysremainedneglectedinlead-
ership roles and after the PM’s
message, the party ismaking a
startbyreachingouttothem.
“The programmewill have a

detailed discussion on the chal-
lengesforthecommunityandthe
wayahead.Thesamemodelwill
be followed in other parts of the
country,” said Rasheed,who is a
former vice-chairperson of na-
tionalcommissionofminorities.
“Theywouldalsobetalkingabout
whathasbeendoneinstateslike
Uttar Pradesh that led to a sup-
portbase forBJPandwhatmore
canbedone,”headded.
Partyinsiderssaidinthe2024

LokSabhapolls, BJPhopes toget
supportofPasmandaMuslims.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST4

REJECTINGDECATHLON’Sprayer
seekingquashingofanFIRregis-
teredagainstitsPreetViharstore,
for operating after 8 pm on
December 30 last year, in viola-
tion of the Covid guidelines, the
High Court Thursday said it
would be appropriate for the
Delhi Police to take quick action
inallpendingmattersrelatingto
violationof orderspassedunder
theDisasterManagementActby
filingcomplaintsbeforecourts.
Directing Preet Vihar station

house officer to ensure that the
complaint against Decathlon is
forwardedtothemagistratecon-
cernedimmediately,JusticeAsha
Menonobservedthattherehave
been innumerable caseswhere
peoplewerefoundviolatingtime
restrictions that governed busi-
ness activities andpublicmove-
ment, or were in public places
withoutmasks.
“These are all actionable

wrongsandneedtobedealtwith
firmly, but itmust also be effec-
tive.Todragsuchmatters instead
of dealing with them expedi-
tiously...haveonlyledtocolossal
waste of time and human re-
sources,” Justice Menon said,
adding that lower courts ought
todisposeof suchmatterswith-
out furtherdelay.

Observingthatanoffenceun-
der IPC section 188 is in the na-
ture of a petty offence unless
combined with other serious
ones, the court said they can be
summarily triedandquestioned
police for not getting the FIR
against Decathlon decided even
after seven months “when it
ought not to have taken even
sevendaysfordisposal”.
“It is unfathomablewhy of-

fenceunder section188 IPCpre-
scribing a punishment extend-
ableuptothreemonthsorfineup
toRs200orboth, orwhen there
isthreattohealth—asinthiscase
due to pandemic—punishable
withamaximumimprisonment
ofeithernatureforsixmonthsor
fine up to Rs 1,000 or both, can-
notbedisposedof inamorepur-
posefulmanner,”saidthecourt.
InDecathlon’scase, thecourt

saidpolice “seemtohavegonea
little far” by issuing notices ask-
ingtoappearatthepolicestation.
According to the FIR, a beat

patrolpartyhadfoundthestore
openat8.50pmwith8-10peo-
ple. Decathlon had argued that
no FIR could have been
registered without thewritten
complaint of the Assistant
Commissioner of Police. Police
arguedthatthecomplaintunder
CrPC section 195 has been ob-
tained fromACPand thatwhen
achargesheetisfiled,thatwould
alsobeplacedonrecord.

HC tells police to take
quick action in cases of
Covid violations: ‘Waste
of time to drag it...’

2WORKEDASLABOURERSATTHEIRHOUSE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,AUGUST4

DAYS AFTER fourmaskedmen
barged into thehouse of an eld-
erlycoupleintheupscaleFlorence
Elite society in Sector 57, and al-
legedly robbed a 64-year-old
womanafterholdingherhostage
and gagging hermouth, police
havearrestedthreeaccusedinthe
case. Two of the accused had
worked as labourers at the cou-
ple’s house recently, while the
third used to be famous for up-
loadingTikTokvideos,saidpolice.
The accused, Mohammad

Anjar,NajimulandHasimAnsari,
were arrested fromUllawas vil-
lageWednesday by the crime
branch, saidpolice.
“The two labourers had no-

ticed that the complainant had
paid for labourwork inRs2,000
currency denomination notes.
The labourers thought they
could get their hands on a large
sum if they planned a loot bid.
They were aware the couple
livedalone.So,themainaccused,
Ansari, hatched a plan to rob
themand roped in four others,”
saidACP(crime)PreetPal.
“Ansari called his friend

Najimul, who was based in
Mumbai,tocarryouttherobbery.
Najimulusedtouploadvideoson
TikTok and earnmoney. After
TikTokwasshutdown,helosthis
source of income. He agreed to
join the loot bid. Five accused
have been identified and efforts
are on to arrest their accom-
plices,”saidtheACP.
Virender Vij, DCP (East),

added, “Najimul has a criminal
record with four cases regis-
tered in Maharashtra. We are
verifyingthis.Theothertwoac-
cused had recently worked at
the house as labourers and
stoppedcomingafewdaysago,
which aroused suspicion, and
theywerearrested.”
Accordingtopolice, the inci-

dent tookplacearound3.30am
Tuesdaywhen thewomanand
her 67-year-old husbandwere
asleep. Police said the accused
— carrying a rod and a screw-
driver — allegedly entered the
house from the rear door,
whichwasopenduetorenova-
tionwork.
“The accused claimed they

used these tools instead of a
knifeoraguntoevadechecking
by thepoliceand if caught, they
could claim that they were
labourers,” said a police officer,
adding that they recovered an
ironrod fromtheaccused.
In the FIR, the complainant,

Rama Sharma, had stated be-
tween3.30amand4.30am,four
menhad entered thehouse and
robbed her: “They had covered
their faces... Two of them
pounced onme and askedme
where the money was. They
threatened to killme... I tried to
makenoisebuttheytiedmyface,
hands andmouthusing clothes.
Theyforcefullytookmygoldban-
glesandphoneandpushedmeto
the bathroom. After a fewmin-
utes,theytookmeupstairsforce-
fully and searched the upper
room. In the meantime, they
heardsomenoiseandranaway.”

Ex-TikToker among3
held for robbingelderly
coupleatGurgaonhome

Theaccusedincustody

Man who
stole jewellery
worth Rs 2 cr
arrested after
40-km chase
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MOHANASARKAR&SARA
SIDDIQUI
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

GARIMA SHREYA (17) was left
sorelydisappointedonThursday
when she found out she has to
reappear for the Common
UniversityEntranceTest (CUET)
—forthefourthtimenow—ow-
ing to glitches. “I appeared for
Accounts, Business, Englishand
General Test. Thiswasmy third
attempt after server issues that
took place in July. Even today, I
couldn’t attempt the General
Test. Now I will appear for the
examafourth time,” shesaid.
Like Garima,many students

wereleftinthelurchafteratech-
nical glitch led to the cancella-
tionofexamsatseveraltestcen-
tres in Delhi and NCR on
Thursdaymorning
IshaJha,whowrotehertestat

thecentreatDelhiUniversityand
camefromGhaziabad,said,“Iap-
peared for Physical Education,
MassMediaandCommunication
andtheGeneralTest.Icouldfinish
all my papers except for the
General test. Only that has got
postponed to a later date that is
yet to be declared. Iwill have to
comeagaintoappear,”shesaid.

Sakshi Adlakha (18), who
was scheduled to attempt the
CUET examat a centre inNoida
Sector 62, said, “My subjects
were Mass Communication,
Political Science, English and
General Knowledge.My centre
cancelled the exam at the last
minute,onthespot,withoutany
prior notice. I was prepared.
They have now postponed the
exam to August 12. Only after I
getmyresultswill Ibeabletoget
a clearer picture of the college I
wouldstudyin.Alotisuncertain
rightnow.”
TheNTA ina statement said,

“Due to various administrative
andtechnical reasons, theCUET
(UG) 2022 examination sched-
uled for August 4, 2022, (first
shift) has been postponed to
August12,2022,forafewexam-
inationCentres…”
Somestudents also faced is-

sues completing their general
knowledge test and will now
have tosit for theexamagain.
Meanwhile, applicantswho

applied in the second shift, be-
tween3pmand6pm,alsofaced
a similar issue. Isha Jain from
AshokViharsaid,“Iappearedfor
English,MassmediaandGeneral

Test. The paperswere good and
fromthesyllabus.However,due
totechnicalglitchesintheserver,
I could not attempt theGeneral
Test and it has now been
rescheduled.”
Formany,thegeneraltestdid

not appear on the screen. One
among them was Harsh
Choudhary. “Due to technical
problems, the General Test did
notappearonthescreen.Wesat
thereforfivehoursandcouldn’t
attempt thepaper.Most people
couldn't write the test. We’ll
have to give the entire paper
againata laterdate,”hesaid.
TheNTAinitsstatementsaid

that thequestionpaperwasup-
loaded late. “Because of techni-
cal reasons, the question paper
forthesecondshiftof theexam-
ination could only be uploaded
at5pmandthedownloadat489
centres could start at 5.25 pm,
while the examwas scheduled
to begin from 3 pm. Reports
were asked from the
observers/city coordinators on
the ground. Based on their rec-
ommendations,thesecondshift
scheduled for August 4, 2022
(Shift 2) (from 3 pm to 6 pm) is
cancelledandthesamewillnow
beconductedbetween12and14
August.”

ATFEWCENTRES
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Snatchers
targeting
morning
walkersheld
NewDelhi: Threemem-
bersofthe‘NamasteGang’,
accusedofallegedlygreet-
ingpeoplebefore snatch-
ing their gold jewellery
andphones,werearrested
after cross-firing, from
Shahdara on Thursday.
Police said the accused
wereinvolvedinaseriesof
snatching incidents in
Shahdarawhere they al-
legedly targetedmorning
walkers,especiallytheeld-
erly, atgunpoint.Theyare
also involved in robberies
and snatching cases in
DelhiandUttarPradesh.

HCaskscopsof
stepstakento
ban Chinese
manjha
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court Thursday asked
Delhi Police to inform it
about steps taken to stop
availability and sale of
Chinesesyntheticmanjha,
a string used in kites, in
market. The counsel rep-
resenting police sought
timetoseek instructions.
The division bench of
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad
listedthepetitionseeking
abanonflyingandsaleof
kites and objects used in
itsmaking,forhearingon
Friday.

NHAIhikestoll
feeatSohna
elevatedroad
Gurgaon: The National
Highways Authority of
India has increased the
toll fees for commuters
using Sohna elevated
road. The new rates will
be applicable from
Thursday.Aspernewtar-
iffs,acaruseratGhamroj
tollplazawillnowpayRs
115 for a trip that earlier
cost Rs 45. Officials said
the ratehasbeen revised
following the opening of
phase one of the project
on July 11. The authority
hadopenedphasetwoon
April 1.ENS

BRIEFLY

CUETPhase2:Many students
to retake examafter glitch

AT WORK
Thenational flagbeingmade inbulk,aheadof IndependenceDay,atSadarBazaar.AbhinavSaha

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

A JUNIOR resident doctor at
Tihar Jail was arrested for al-
legedly smuggling drugs into
theprison,saidpoliceThursday.
The accused, a dentist, works
with the Central Jail on a con-
tract.
Dr Varun Goel was caught

Wednesday by the jail security
staff. Ithasbeenallegedthathe
hid the drugs in his shoes but
was frisked and caught, police
said.
Ghanshyam Bansal, DCP

(West),saidhisstaff receivedin-
formation fromTihar jail about
therecoveryof82gmganjaand
some tobacco.
“The dentist had come to

visit an inmate, Vikas Jha, and
wascaughtbyofficialswhilehe
was handing over the drugs to
Vikas. A total of 38 gm ganja
was recovered fromVarun and
44gmfromVikas,”saidtheDCP.
Thedoctorwas arrested
under sections of the

Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS)Act, 1985.
TiharDGSandeepGoel said

thedoctorhasonlybeenwork-
ing with the jail for a few
months.
“Though he had passed the

security check, his behaviour
wassuspicious.Hehadvisiteda
groupof inmatesbutwasfound
sitting with one. When we
askedhimaboutthis,hedidnot
give a reasonable answer. He
wasfriskedbythestaffandthey
found the drugs. The inmate
was also caught. We suspect
that this has happened before
for money, and are conducting
anenquiry,” saida jail official.

AttheDUtestcentre. Express

Tihar doctor
‘caught’
smuggling
drugs into
prison, held

Expansion plan stalled after residents opposed it,
Okhla waste-to-energy plant looks to try again
ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI,AUGUST4

A LITTLEmore than three years
after the last attempt to take in
morewaste and generatemore
electricityatthewaste-to-energy
(WTE) plant in Okhla fell flat
whenfacedwithresistancefrom
residents in the area, the
Timarpur Okhla Waste
ManagementCompanyhasonce
againinitiatedtheprocesstoob-
tain environment clearance for
expansion.
Theexpansionentails gener-

ation of 40megawatts (MW) of

energybytakinginanother1,000
TPD(tonnesperday)ofwaste.An
MCD spokesperson said Okhla
WTE plant has the capacity to
process 1,950 TPDof waste and
generate 21MWof electricity.
Thecompanyhadwritten to the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committeeearliertoprovideau-
thorisation to conduct a public
hearingandproceedwithobtain-
ing environment clearance. The
hearingistobeheldnextmonth.
The fresh attempt at expan-

sion was spurred by L-G V K
Saxena's visit to the plant. The
draftenvironmentimpactassess-
ment (EIA) report prepared for

expansionstatesthattheL-Gvis-
ited the plant on June 6, "there-
after,officialshavetakenstepsfor
pendingexpansion".
ResidentsdonotwantaWTE

plant close to their homes. The
DPCCalso imposeda fineof Rs5
lakh on the Timarpur Okhla
WasteManagement Company
lastyearforairpollution.SKhan,
president of Sukhdev Vihar
Residents Association, said:
"There is a case pending in the
SupremeCourt in thematter of
the existing plant. We do not
want this expansion. Last time
they attempted to hold a public
hearing (2019), we protested

against it."
Residentsalsowanttheexist-

ingplanttoberelocated.MABaig,
who moved to the area six
months ago, said, "My children
andwife are dealingwith respi-
ratory issues. Theyhavebeenon
medication for the last few
months."
Whencontacted,arepresen-

tativeof thecompanyrefused to
comment sayinghewasnot au-
thorised to speak. The company
ispartof the Jindal group.Asked
abouttheneedforexpansion,an
MCD spokesperson said: "MCD
as awhole is short of processing
capacity for daily generation of

around11,000TPDofMSW."
Itwasnotonlyresidentswho

raisedconcerns.WhentheUnion
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change amended
environment clearance for the
plant in 2020, it imposed addi-
tional conditions - "any further
expansionbeyond23MWpower
generation capacity shall not be
permittedatsamesiteconsider-
ing the proximity of Sukhdev
ViharResidentialColony located
at lessthan100mfromthesite".
Thedraft EIA states that "expan-
sion project will be accommo-
dated inexistingplantpremises.
Noadditional landisrequired".

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

THE INDIANNational Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH) has kickstartedwork
on the restoration of whatmay
be ghats from the period be-
tween1857andthe1940sonthe
banks of the Yamuna near
KashmereGate.
Olderghatsdatingbacktothe

Mughal period like the Qudsia
Ghat,builtbyQudsiaBegum,wife
ofMughalemperorMohammad
Shah, in the 18th Century,may
nowbe underwhat is now the
Ring Road, said Divay Gupta,
Principal Director, Architectural
Heritagedivision,INTACH.Butthe

rivermayhavechangeditscourse,
andwhen the rivermoved, the
ghatswererelocated,hesaid.
Theonesbeing restorednow

are likely to date back to around
the mid-19th Century, Gupta
added. “Therewere someghats
there,whichwediscoveredunder
theriver sand in2021.Thosewill
be repaired, restored or rebuilt.
We are also making a garden,
whichwillbeareconstructionof
what the garden would have
lookedlike,alongtheriver...based
onwhattheoldQudsiaGardenof
theMughal periodwould have
lookedlike,”Guptasaid.
Today, the Qudsia Bagh lies

across the road from the river,
withtheroadseparatingthegar-
denandtheghats.

TheprojecttorestoreQudsia
Ghat is part of the Delhi
Development Authority’s 10-
part project to “restore and re-

juvenate” the Yamuna flood-
plains.Theproject,whichentails
walkways, cycle tracksandgar-
densalongthe22-kmstretchof

theriver,hasrunintoopposition
insomeplaceswheremakeshift
homesandfarmlandsarebeing
cleared to make way for gar-

dens,wetlandsandpathways.
Work on the ghat began a

monthagobuthasbeenchalleng-
ingwith fluctuatingwater levels

intheriverwiththearrivalofrains.
Pathwaysarebeinglaidoutanda
parkingareaisbeingcreated.“The
plantingpatternwill conform to
that from the Mughal period.
Along the river, there will be
grasses,andfloweringplantsand
treeslikechampaandkachnarbe-
yondthefloodline,”Guptasaid.
Theremayhavebeenaround

12-13 ghats along the stretch,
Gupta said. “In some parts,
they’vebeenwashedaway.Some
areinbadcondition.Wewillnow
bemakingaconsolidatedstretch
of around1km,”headded.
TheDDAis fundingtheproj-

ect,which is set to cost around
Rs19crore forQudsiaGhat. It is
expected to take around six
months to complete it.

(Left)Workontheghatbeganaboutamonthago; theproposedplan
INTACH

QUDSIAGHATrestoration
is part of the DDA’s proj-
ectto“restoreandrejuve-
nate” the floodplains.
Permanentstructuresare
notallowedtobebuilton
the floodplains, as per
an NGT order. Principal
Director, Architectural
Heritagedivision,INTACH,
Divay Gupta said no con-
cretewillbeusedandthe
ghats are only being re-
stored or strengthened
usingpiling techniques.

Revamp
efforts

INTACH KICKSTARTS WORK

Washed away and in poor shape, work begins to restore ghats along Yamuna

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AS THEdate for Supertech twin
tower demolition in Noida
Sector 93A nears, Resident
Welfare Associations (RWAs) of
buildings in the vicinity of the
site have raised concerns over
the impact of the blast on their
homes.
The Supreme Court, on

August31 lastyear,hadordered
thedemolitionof the twin tow-
erswithinthreemonthsforvio-
lating regulations on the dis-
tancebetweenbuildings.Edifice
Engineeringhaspartneredwith
South Africa-based Jet
Demolition to prepare the blast
plan andexecute the explosion.
OnMay 17, the apex court had
fixed the demolition for August
21, with a cushion period that
ends on August 28 — the last
dateforcompletionof thedem-
olitionprocess keeping inmind
theextensionorder.
The RWA of ATS Village in

Sector93A, in thevicinityof the
demolition site, has taken up
certainconcernswiththeNoida
Authority regarding the impact
of thedemolition, it said.
One of them is the dust that

will arise due to the demolition
and themanner inwhich itwill
settle. "There is housekeeping
staff which looks after the up-
keepandsanitationneedsof the
building, however, we are not
awarehowmuchdustwill arise
due to the demolition and are
unaware of how to clean it.We
requiremanpower to helpwith
theprocess," theRWAsaid.
It also raised concerns re-

gardingtheimpactof thedemo-
lition on the green area and its
management post the demoli-
tion, they said. There are over
700flatsinATSvillagewhichare
occupiedatpresent.
Accordingtosources,Edifice

Engineering had submitted all
the required documents to
Central Building Research
Institute (CBRI)onThursday.
OnJuly29,inamiscellaneous

petition filed by Supertech Ltd.
before the Supreme Court, the
CBRI had submitted that it had
sought relevant information in-
cludinginformationonblastde-
sign, ground vibration, dust
cloudamongotherdetails.
The apex court in its order

had permitted the CBRI to ad-
dress a "comprehensive com-
municationonorbeforeAugust
1, 2022, to NOIDA, with copies
toEdificeEngineeringandIRPof
Supertech, specifically setting
out information which is re-
quired by CBRI". The informa-
tion is to be collated and sup-
plied to CBRI on or before
August5.
The apex court had further

directed Noida Authority to
conveneameetingof represen-
tatives of CBRI, Edifice
Engineering and the IRP of
Supertech on August 6, to dis-
cuss the matter. The matter is
listed on August 12 and Noida
Authority is to file a status re-
port in themeantime.

Thetwintowers inNoida
Sector93A.AbhinavSaha

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,406 9,033
ICU BEDS 2,119 2,021

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
14,008

NOIDA
Aug3 Aug4

Cases 165 201
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 361 360
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 405
OXYGENSUPPORT 87
VENTILATORSUPPORT 12

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,62,374

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Aug3 2,073 1,437 5 17,815
Aug4 2,202 1,660 4 18,596
Total 6,175* 19,29,874 26,325 3,95,66,593
*Total active cases inDelhi
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THE NATIONAL Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) has written to Delhi
Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar
overvideosofchildrenpurport-
edlygettingwet in the raindur-
ingapreparationforaDelhigov-
ernment event to make the
biggest Tricolour ahead of the
IndependenceDay.
NCPCR chairperson Priyank

Kanoongo said in the letter that
hehadreceivedtwocomplaints
— one onWednesday and an-
other on Thursday from Delhi
MPManoj Tiwari—andhasde-
manded an action taken report
withinsevendays.
To celebrate 75 years of

Independence, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
said that thousands of children
will congregate inthecapitalon
August 4 to make the “largest
Tricolour in theworld”. Around
50,000 children from different
government schools were sup-
posed to participate and gather
atagroundinBurari.Whilethey
practiced at the ground on

Wednesday,amessagewassent
to schools and teachers early
Thursday morning that the
event had been cancelled be-
cause of waterlogging and that
childrenshouldnotbesent.
In the letter, Kanoongo said

Tiwarihasattachedvideosofchil-
drenfacing“undueharassment”.
The letter also alleged the pro-
grammewas cancelledwithout
informationandkidswereleftto
get drenched in the rain, “which
maybeahazardfortheirhealth”.
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia said in a tweet
in Hindi: “On the occasion
of the 75th anniversary of
the country's independence,
Delhi’s children were going to
formthelargestTricolourtoday.
But due to flooding of Burari
Ground due to rainwater, this
programme is currently being
postponed. Yesterday, our chil-
dren also did a wonderful re-

hearsal for it.”
Tiwarisaidlarge-scaleadver-

tisements for theeventwere is-
sued but no proper arrange-
mentsweremadetoprotectthe
children from the rain. “CM
Kejriwal, to gain popularity, is
puttingchildren’slivesatrisk... it
isaplannedconspiracyinwhich
theDelhigovernmenteducation
departmentalsoassistedthem,”
healleged.
An aide of Tiwari also said

students of state-run schools
were practising in a ground in
Burari to formahumanflag.
WhiletheDelhigovernment

spokesperson refused to com-
ment, a senior official said that
thecomplaintwas“frivolous”.
“Eachyear, childrengotothe

Red Fort for Independence Day
celebrations.Manytimes,itrains
while they are there. As soon as
officials realised that the event
could not happen at the venue,
messages were sent out to
schools.Itiscompletelywrongto
say that schools were not in-
formed and that childrenwere
abandoned. The BJP has a prob-
lemwith an event where chil-
dren will make the biggest
Tricolour,” theofficial said.

NCPCR issues notice to chief
secy over Tricolour event:
‘Children got drenched in rain’

DelhiMP
Tiwari filed
acomplaint
withthe
NCPCR

Supertech demolition:
Dust a prime concern
for buildings in vicinity

New Delhi
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5QUESTIONS

BSPMPDANISH ALI TOOK EXCEPTION
TO A REPLY GIVEN BY THE
GOVERNMENTON THE POWER
SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY. HE
SPEAKS TO LIZMATHEW.

Whatwasyourcontentionwith
thereplygivenbytheministeron
thepowercrisis inthecountry?
Thereply is totallydifferent from
thegroundsituation. It says there is
nopowercrisis in thecountry,but
that isnot thesituation. If there is
noshortage,whywerethere
meetingaftermeetingbetween
ministers toaddress thecrisis.
Thereweremeetingsbetween
powerandcoalministers.

Is thereplymisleading?
Asusual, theministersalways try
tohidethetruthandtheactual
situation fromParliament. It seems
ithasbecomethepolicyof the
government tomisleadtheHouse.

What,accordingtoyou, is the
reasonforthecrisis?
I thinkthegovernmentdoesnot
havetherightpolicy inplace.
ThoughthePowerMinister is
efficient, it seemsthegovernment
isnotabletomanagethesituation.
But it isanartificialcrisis
intentionallycreatedforthebenefit
of somecorporatehouseswhohave
interests in importingcoal.

WhataboutthesituationinUttar
Pradesh?
OfficersinUttarPradeshweretelling
people’srepresentativesthatthe
situationisbadacrossthecountry
andthestatewasnotreceivingthe
requiredpowersupplyfromthegrid.
InMay-June,thecrisiswasatits
peak,andtherewasaroasterof
urbanandruralareastospecifythe
numberofhoursandtheareain
whichpowersupplywouldbe
available.District-levelauthorities
hadevenformedWhatsAppgroups
toupdatepeople’srepresentative
aboutthepowersupplysothatthey
couldinformthepublic.

Recently, theOppositionhas
raisedmanycomplaintsagainst
thewayTreasurybenchesreply
toquestions...
Often,ministersare tryingtohide
facts. It seemsas ifministersarenot
interested inkeepingtheHouse
informedabout thereal situation.
Theytry towhitewash itwithsome
wordsofpraise for thePrime
Minister.Mostof thetime, the
Treasurybenchesprefer toaddress
thegallery insteadof the
Oppositionbenches.

From The Gallery

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

THELOKSabhafacedabruptadjournments
without transacting any major business
again on Thursday, with the Opposition
trooping into the Well of the House to
protest a range of issues, including alleged
misuseof theEnforcementDirectorate(ED)
by thegovernment.
Three days after Speaker Om Birla had

warned against bringing placards into the
Housewhilewithdrawingthesuspensionof
fourCongressMPs,membersofthemainop-
position party on Thursday raised placards
withslogansagainstpricerise, leadingtoan
immediate adjournment of proceedings
duringQuestionHour.
Later, when theHousemet at 2 pm, the

Opposition continued protests, forcing the
presidingofficer toadjournproceedings for
the day. The government had listed the
Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill,
2022,introducedonWednesday,forconsid-
erationandpassingonThursday.
When the House met in the morning,

membersfromtheCongress,DMK,NCPand
theLeftparties stormed into theWellof the
House after Birla refused to allowCongress
leaderAdhir RanjanChowdhury to raise an
“important issue”.SourcessaidChowdhury
wanted to raise the issueof EDraids in con-
nectionwith theNationalHerald case—on
Wednesday, the ED temporarily sealed the
office of Young Indian (YI), housed in the
premises of Congress-owned newspaper
'National Herald' as part of an ongoing
money launderingprobe.
TheSpeakeraskedOppositionMPstore-

turn to their seats and said Chowdhury can
be allowed to speak during Zero Hour. But
the Opposition insisted that he be allowed
tospeakbefore that.
TheSpeaker, however, tookupQuestion

Hour. Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP)
member N K Premachandran, who was
scheduled to raise the first question, was
calledbuthesaidthe leaderof themainop-
position partywanted to raise an issue and
he should be allowed. “The House is not in
order,”hesaid.
BirlathencalledBJP'sNishikantDubeyto

ask his question. OppositionMPs started
shouting slogans but the Speaker let
QuestionHour run.
Although the MPs, including senior

Congress and DMK leaders, went into the

Well, Birladidnotadjournproceedings.
At 11.30 am, Chowdhurywas seen talk-

ingtopartycolleaguesManickamTagoreand
Jothimani S. The two stepped out of the
House and returned with placards.
Chowdhury was the first leader to pick a
placard and raise it. The Speaker immedi-
atelyadjournedtheproceedingsuntil2pm.
The placards carried the slogans, 'Save

Constitution, Save Democracy' and 'GST
hurtingcommonpeople'.
At2pm,paperswerelaidonthetableand

tworesolutionsadoptedamidslogan-shout-
ingandprotestsbyCongressMPs.Amidthe
din, Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudharymovedtwostatutoryresolutions
pertaining to change in taxationmade on
May21and June30.
On May 21, the government had an-

nouncedwaivingofcustomsdutyonimport
of somerawmaterial, includingcokingcoal
and ferronickel, used by the steel industry.
Also,dutyonexportof ironorewashikedby
up to 50 per cent and 15 per cent for a few
steel intermediaries.
OnJune30, theCentre imposedacessor

windfalltaxofRs23,250pertonneoncrude
oilproductionandaspecialadditionalexcise
dutyofRs6,Rs13,andRs6perlitreonexport
ofpetrol,diesel,andATF,respectively,toim-
provedomestic supplyof fuel.
These resolutions,which seek toamend

theeighthscheduletotheFinanceAct2002,
werepassedbyvoicevote.
As slogan-shouting continued, Kirit

Solanki,whowas in theChair, first requested
theprotestingmemberstoreturntotheirseats
and allow theHouse to function and subse-
quentlyadjournedtheproceedingsfortheday.

NOBUSINESS,HOUSEADJOURNED

3daysafterSpeaker
warning toOpp,
placardsback in LS

LokSabhaSpeakerOmBirlaadjourned
theHousetill2pmimmediatelyas
placardssurfaced.PTISTRATEGY SESSION ON THE GO

Congress leadersRahulGandhiandKCVenugopalwithpartyMPsatParliamentonThursday. PraveenKhanna

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

RAJYA SABHA on Thursday passed The
Family Courts (Amendment) Bill, which
seeks to extend statutory cover to family
courtssetupinHimachalPradesh,Nagaland.
TheBillwaspassedamidstprotestsandslo-
ganeering by the Opposition over alleged
misuseof central agencies.
AstheBillwasbeingintroducedbyUnion

Minister for Law and Justice Kiren Rijiju,
CongressMP JairamRamesh tried to raise a
point of order but it was denied by Deputy
Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh, who
saidapointofordercanberaisedonly“inre-
lationtothebusinessoftheHouseatthemo-
ment”.
A point of order is essentially an objec-

tion that the proceeding is in violation of a
ruleof theHouse.
TMCMPDerekOBrien said that subject

to the Constitution and rules of Parliament,
everymember has the freedom of expres-
sion.Inresponse,UnionMinisterBhupendra
Yadav said, “Themembers have freedomof
speech.TheConstitutiondoesnotgive free-
domof 'hungama'.”
Discussing the Bill, BJPMP Saroj Yadav

said thatwestern conceptswere slowly en-
croachingonIndianvalues,especiallyinfam-
ily-related issues.
“We needmore family courts to ensure

thatmatrimonialcasesareaddressedfaster.
WeneedtoprotectIndianculture.Oneofthe
Western concepts thatweoftenhear about
is same-sexmarriage. This is against Indian
culture,” shesaid.

LawMinister Rijiju said there are cur-
rently 715 family courts in 26 states and
UnionTerritoriesacrossthecountry, includ-
ing inHimachal Pradesh andNagaland, the
twostateswheretheBill seeks toextendle-
galbacking tocourtsalreadyexisting.
“Ifwedidnotbringalegislationtoextend

statutory powers to three family courts in
Himachal Pradesh and two family courts in
Nagaland,thousandsofpendingcaseswould
beaffected,” theminister said.
According to the non-profit PRS, the es-

tablishmentoffamilycourtsinthetwostates
will be retrospectively valid and all actions
takenunder theAct, including the appoint-
ment of judges, and orders and judgments
passedbythecourts,willalsobedeemedto
bevalid fromthesedates retrospectively.
Theministersaidhehasalsoappealedto

district judgesof the country to ensure that
matrimonialdisputesaredecidedswiftly.“In
India, amarriage is not just about individu-
alsbutaboutcommunities.Thereshouldbe
a family court in every district in the coun-
try,”hesaid.

130 ‘hate news’ cases
reported between
2019 LS election, this
yr’s Assembly polls:
Govt in Rajya Sabha

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

ATOTALof130casesof“hatenews”werere-
ported to social media platforms between
the 2019 Lok Sabha election and the latest
round of Assembly polls in five states held
earlier this year, the government informed
ParliamentonThursday.
In awritten reply to a question in Rajya

Sabha,LawMinisterKirenRijijualsosaidthat
according to the Election Commission, no
complaintswere received from thepolitical
partiesregardingdataleaksduringelections
inthe last fiveyears.
“Total number of ‘hate news’ cases re-

ported to socialmedia platforms (since Lok
Sabhaelections2019) is130...,”hesaid.
Duringthe2019LokSabhapolls,58such

caseswerereported.DuringtheMaharashtra
and Haryana Assembly elections in 2019,
onlyonesuchcasewas reported,Rijiju said.
During the 2019 Jharkhand Assembly

polls and the 2020 Bihar election, no com-
plaint was received. In the 2020 Delhi
Assemblypolls,34suchcaseswerereported.
In the Assam,West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,

Kerala and Puducherry Assembly polls last
year,29casesof “hatenews”werereported,
theminister said.
Thenumberofsuchcaseswaseightdur-

ingthelatestroundofAssemblypollsinGoa,
Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradeshheldearlier thisyear,headded.

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

SOON AFTER arriving in Delhi Thursday,
West Bengal Chief Minister and Trinamool
Congress(TMC)chiefMamataBanerjeemet
theparty’sLokSabhaandRajyaSabhaMPsin
agatheringthatreinforcedthegrowingclout
of her nephew and party national general
secretaryAbhishekBanerjee.
TheChiefMinisterspentaroundanhour

in themeeting,which tookplaceat theoffi-
cial residence of Trinamool Rajya Sabha
deputy floor leader Sukhendu Shekar Roy.
Abhishekislearnttohavespeltoutthestrat-
egy that Trinamool MPs are expected to
adopt over the remaining part of the
MonsoonSession.
MostMPs stayed back till Abhishek left

the venue. Both Banerjee andAbhishek left

withoutspeakingtothepress.TMCLokSabha
floor leader Sudip Bandyopadhyay told re-
porters:“DuringtheParliamentsessions,she
givesus theguidelineswhichwefollowand
thistimewasnoexception.Wewillcontinue
toraisepro-people issues,”hesaid.
TheTMCchief’svisit to thenationalcap-

ital comes at a time the BJP is aggressively
targeting theparty over the alleged teacher
recruitment scam in which formerWest
Bengal cabinet minister and suspended
Trinamool leaderParthaChatterjee is in the
custodyoftheEnforcementDirectorate(ED).
ItisagainstthisbackdropthatBanerjeewill

meetPrimeMinisterNarendraModionFriday.
Shewill also visit Rashtrapati Bhavan topay
President DroupadiMurmu a visit, a TMC
leadersaid.
TheTrinamoolleadership,however,main-

tained that Banerjee’smeetingwith the PM
willbe“onadministrativeissuessuchaspend-
ingduesofGST,MGNREGAandothercentral
assistanceschemes”. Partysourcessaidboth
BanerjeeandAbhishekcategoricallytoldthe
MPsto“notgetintimidatedbythecentralBJP”.
“Themessagewas clear: to aggressively

raisepro-peopleissuesintheHouse.Thatalso
includesprotestingagainsttheblatantattempts
totoppleOpposition-ledgovernmentsinmany
statesincludingJharkhand,”thesourcesaid.
TheTMCleadershipbelievestheCongress

should acknowledge that theWest Bengal
Policehasmanaged to thwart apossiblebid
to topple the JMM-led Jharkhand govern-
ment inwhichtheCongress isapartner

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

ADAY after the governmentwithdrew the
Personal Data Protection Bill from
Parliament, ITMinister Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Thursday met chairperson of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Communications and Information
TechnologyShashiTharoorandbriefedhim
aboutthegovernment's futurecourseofac-
tionontheBill.
Thegovernmentisnowplanningtocome

upwitha“comprehensivelegalframework”
for regulating online space, including sepa-
rate legislation on data privacy, the overall
Internet ecosystem, cybersecurity, telecom
regulations, and harnessing non-personal
data forboosting innovation in thecountry.

It is planning to introduce a fresh Bill in
thewinter sessionof Parliament.
Tharoor said Vaishnaw briefed him re-

garding the intentions behind the decision
to withdraw the Bill from Lok Sabha.
Vaishnaw also engaged with him on the
“principles thatwill animatea futureBill”.
“I welcome the initiative of Minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw to brief me on the in-
tentionsbehindGOI'sdecisiontowithdraw
theDataProtectionBill, andtoengagewith
meontheprinciples thatwill animatea fu-
ture Bill, which is promised for thewinter
session of Parliament,” Tharoor tweeted,
along with pictures of his meeting with
Vaishnaw.

Day after Rahul’s jibe over Tricolour,
RSS hits back, says rise above politics
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

ADAYafterRahulGandhiandotherCongress
leaderslaunchedanattackontheRSSfornot
hoisting the Tricolour for 52 years after
Independence, the RSS on Thursday said
people should rise above politics and focus
oncelebratingAzadikaAmritMahotsav.
“Azadi ka AmritMahotsav is a national

festival and the entire country has to cele-
brate it together. On July 9, the RSS had an-
nounceditssupporttoallprogrammesbeing
organisedbytheGovernmentof India, state
governmentsorotherorganisations.TheRSS
hascalleduponall itsworkers toenthusias-
tically participate in all such programmes.
There should be no politics over Azadi ka
AmritMahotsav. All should rise above poli-

ticsandfocusoncelebratingthefestival,”RSS
publicity in-chargeSunilAmbekar said.
AfterPrimeMinisterNarendraModiand

BJP leaders changed their profile picture on
socialmediaplatformstotheTricolour,Rahul
onWednesdaytargetedtheRSS,sayingithad
nothoistedthenationalflagatitsheadquar-
ters for52yearsafter Independence.
“Thehistoryiswitnessthatthosewhoare

runningtheHarGharTirangacampaignhave
come from that anti-national organisation
which did not unfurl the Tricolour for 52
years.Sincethefreedomstruggle, theyhave

not been able to stop the Congress andwill
notbeable todosonow,”he tweeted.
Congress chief spokesperson Jairam

Rameshpostedscreenshotsof Twitterhan-
dlesof theRSSanditschiefMohanBhagwat
andtweeted:“Wehaveputthepictureofour
leaderNehruholdingthenationalflagasour
DP.ButitappearsthePM’ smessagehasnot
reached his family.Will thosewho did not
unfurl the Tricolor on their Nagpur head-
quarters for52years listen to thePM?”
Rahul’s attackcameonadayBJP leaders

andministers questioned the absence of
OppositionMPs at a Tirangabike rally from
Red Fort to Parliament organised by the
CultureMinistry.
Rahul and senior Congress leaders too

changed their socialmediadisplaypictures
to an image of India’s first PM Jawaharlal
Nehruholding thenational flag.

Amid Opp protests, RS
passes family courts Bill

UnionministerKirenRijiju inRS PTI

In Delhi meet, Mamata, Abhishek spell out House strategy

WestBengalChief
MinisterMamata
Banerjeeduringa
meetingwith
TrinamoolCongress
MPs,inNewDelhion
Thursday.PTI

SHARPDECLINE INMEDICAL TOURISMNUMBERS
NUMBEROF FOREIGNERS
COMING FORTREATMENT

TOP 10 COUNTRIES FROMWHERETOURISTS
COMETO INDIA FORMEDICALREASONS

■Numberof foreigntourists
whocameto India formedical
purposeswentdownsharply
amidthepandemic in2020,when
comparedtothepreviousyear
■TourismMinisterGKishanReddy,
inresponsetoaquestion inRSbyBJD
MPsPrashantaNandaandNiranjan
Bishi, shareddataonthe issue2018 2019 2020 2021

BANGLADESH
1,86,633
MALDIVES
22,798

AFGHANISTAN
19,556

IRAQ
15,357

OMAN
7,610

SUDAN
3,908

NIGERIA
2,914

UNITED
STATES
1,950

6,40,798 6,97,453

1,82,945
3,03,526

“Topromotemedical tourism in the country, theGovernment of India
is extending e-medical visa facility to nationals of 156countries”

GKISHANREDDY, TOURISMMINISTER

YEMEN
4,612

KENYA
3,423

TANZANIA
2,194

Thereshouldbenopoliticsover
AzadikaAmritMahotsav,RSS’s
SunilAmbekarsaid

Minister briefed me on intentions behind
data protection Bill withdrawal: Tharoor

ShashiTharoor,
chairpersonof the
ParliamentaryStanding
Committeeon
Communicationsand
InformationTechnology,
with ITMinister
AshwiniVaishnaw.
Twitter/@ShashiTharoor

New Delhi
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FORMER HARYANA MLA
Kuldeep Bishnoi Thursday
joined theBJP, a day after he re-
signed from the Vidhan Sabha
andnearly twomonths after he
was expelled by the Congress
from all party positions for vot-
ingforsaffronparty-backedcan-
didate in theRajyaSabhapolls.
Bishnoi,afour-timeMLAand

two-term MP, joined the BJP
alongwithwifeRenukaBishnoi,
a two-term formerMLA, in the
presence of senior leaders, in-
cluding Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar at party
headquarters inNewDelhi.
On the occasion, Bishnoi

termed PMNarendraModi the
“best primeminister ever”who
“alwaysputsnationfirst.

Bishnoi, who had been rep-
resenting Adampur in Hisar as
MLA, onWednesday resigned
fromVidhan Sabha, necessitat-
ingaby-
poll.The
53-year-
oldindi-

cated that his son Bhavya
Bishnoimay contest the bypoll,
tobeheldwithin sixmonths, as
aBJPnominee.
“I have joined BJP without

anycondition.Ionlywantedlove
and respect formeandmysup-
porters.Adampur ismyfamily. I
wouldwantthatmysonBhavya
contests the bypoll from
Adampur.Otherwise,evenif the
party decides to nominate any-
body else, I will welcome that,”
Bishnoi said.
Bishnoi'sdecisiontonotvote

forCongress'sAjayMakeninthe
Rajya Sabha polls in June led to
hisdefeatbyanarrowmarginto
independent candidate
Kartikeya Sharma, who was
backedbytheBJP.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST4

INWHAT is being seen as the
firststagesof strategisingahead
of Assembly polls in Karnataka
nextyear,andtotakestockofthe
sharp communal divide in
coastal Karnataka, which saw
threemurders between July 20
and 28, Union HomeMinister
Amit Shah on Thursday held a
series of meetings with party
leaders inBengaluru.
Shahwas here to attend an

event—SankalpkeSiddhi—or-

ganisedby theCultureMinistry
andtheConfederationof Indian
Industry (CII) to celebrate 75
yearsof Independence.Thevisit
came at a time the BJP govern-
ment in thestate isontheback-
foot, given a show of anger
against the government and
party leaders by Sangh Parivar
workersinthewakeof themur-
der of a BJYM worker in
Dakshina Kannada late last
month, aswell as allegations of
corruption in thegovernment.
Shah, sources said, was ap-

prised about the situation in
coastal Karnataka and the

progressof investigationfollow-
ing threemurders in the region
between July20and28.
AlthoughBJPdidnotofficially

comment on the nature of the
multiplemeetingsShahhadwith
party leaders, sources indicated
thattheyweremeanttodrawup
strategiesfornextyear'selections.
AmongtopleadersShahmet

are Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, his predecessor B S
Yediyurappa, state Home
Minister Araga Jnanendra, state
BJP chief Nalin Kumar Kateel,
andparty'snationalgeneralsec-
retaryCTRavi.

Gyanvapi case:
After lawyer death,
mosque side gets
time to prepare

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,AUGUST4

ALETTER allegedly issuedby an
official of the Directorate of
Economics and Statistics,
Rajasthan, asking thebeneficiar-
ies of a government internship
programmetocreate“dummyac-
counts”onTwitterandFacebook,
triggered a controversy on
Thursday after itwaswidely cir-
culatedonsocialmedia.
While theoppositionBJP tar-

geted the Ashok Gehlot-led
Congress government, the state
suspended the official inwhose
name the letterwas issued and
also asked the SawaiMadhopur
distrctpolicetoregisteranFIRover
thematter.
“All the YuvaMitras should

have a Twitter account of their
name. Alongwith this, theYuva
Mitrashouldmake10dummyac-
countsand in theseaccounts the
nameYuvaMitra should not be
mentioned anywhere. Ten
dummy accounts can bemade
withonemobilenumber. (They)

willhavetodoretweetsandquote
tweetsfromalltheaccounts,”says
the letter datedWednesday and
issuedbySatishKumarSahariya,
AdditionalDirector,Directorateof
EconomicsandStatistics.
The letter says these orders

weregivenbytheDirectorateand
Joint Secretary, Department of
Economics and Statistics, on
August 2 and is addressed to all
block statistical officers in Sawai
Madhopur district. The instruc-
tionsintheletterareforthosese-
lected for theRajivGandhi Yuva
MitraInternship.
OmPrakashBairwa,Director-

cum-Joint Secretary, Directorate
ofEconomicsandStatistics—the
personwhomtheletterclaimsto
haveissuedtheorder—deniedhe
hadissuedanysuchorder.
“Ihavenotissuedanysuchlet-

ter.When I spokewith Sahariya,
healso said thathehasn’t issued
anysuchletter.However,wehave
suspendedhim. Ihavewrittento
theSawaiMadhopurSPtostartan
investigation into thematter so
thatthetruthisrevealed,”Bairwa
toldTheIndianExpress.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GUWAHATI, AUGUST4

THE ASSAM Police has busted
five “jihadi”moduleswith links
toAlQaeda-affiliatedterrorout-
fits in Bangladesh sinceMarch,
Assam Chief Minister Himanta
BiswaSarmasaidThursday.
“Fivemodules[busted]infive

months… so the issue is seri-
ous,” Sarma said, addressing a
pressconferenceinGuwahation
Thursday.
SinceMarch, Assam Police,

aided by Intel inputs from
Centralagencies,havebeencar-
rying out operations in lower
districts of Barpeta and
Bongaigaon. These operations
have revealed that six
Bangladeshi nationals entered
thestateillegallyto“indoctrinate
youths”, and one of them —
Mohammed Suman—was ar-
rested from Barpeta in March,
saidSarma.
These individuals have al-

leged links to the Ansarullah
Bangla Team (ABT), a banned
terroroutfit of Bangladeshwith
links to Al Qaeda in Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS).According
toSarma,theyhadbeenoperat-

ing several training camps dur-
ing theCovid-19pandemic.
Sarma said Sumanhadbeen

living in the “guise of an Arabic
teacher in amadrasa, and also
workedasanimam”.Anotherin-
dividual, namedMuftiMustafa,
was arrested fromMoirabari in
Morigaon district on July 28.
Sarma said he ran a madrasa,
where childrenwere indoctri-
nated in“jihadi” ideology.
On Thursday, Mustafa’s

madrasa inMoirabari was de-
molishedbybulldozersbecause
itwasconstructed“withoutper-
mission”, Sarmasaid.
Sarmasaidthe“hubofactiv-

ities of all the [terror]modules”
wereturningouttobemadrasas.

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

BETTER LATE
MALLIKARJUNKHARGE, the Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha,onThursdayhostedadinnerforOpposition'svice-pres-
identcandidateMargaretAlvaandleadersandMPsfromoppo-
sition parties. For amoment, everyone thought the hostwill
notbeabletomakeitintimeashewasatHeraldHouse.Itwas
in Kharge's presence that the EnforcementDirectorate con-
ductedasearchoperationattheofficeofYoungIndian.Thevet-
eran Congress leadermanaged to reach over an hour late as
senior leaders, includingSoniaGandhi, RahulGandhi, Sharad
PawarandTiruchiSiva,waited.The80-year-oldKhargewasat
theYoungIndianofficewithEDofficialsforclosetoeighthours.

THE EFFECT
DMKLEADERS’complaintthatseniorCongressleadersrefused
to come to thewell of theHouse or shout slogans to join the
protestsappearstohavehadaneffect.OnThursday, intheLok
Sabha, leaders like Shashi Tharoor,ManishTewari andKarti P
ChidambaramlefttheirseatsassoonastheCongressbeganthe
protests.Tewarievenjoinedinsloganeering.IntheRajyaSabha,
Jairam Ramesh, joined in slogan shouting, a rarity. On
Wednesday,DayanidhiMaranwasheardaskingCongressMPs
whetherthereisa“VIPsection”inthepartywhodonothaveto
cometothewellof theHouse,whichhadpromptedCongress
chiefSoniaGandhileaveherseattoprotestforashortwhile.

SPEED BREAKERS
NOTEVERYONEappearedtobehappyathowtheTirangaYatra
—organisedbytheCultureMinistryWednesday—turnedout.
WhileBJPMPManojTiwariwasupsetwith theRs41,000 fine
imposedonhimforridingabikewithoutahelmet,licenceand
pollution and registration certificate, some theotherMPsdid
notappreciatethe“attention”Tiwarireceived.Theircontention
wasthat“actorsandstars”alwaysstealtheshow.Accordingto
them, itwasnot just Tiwariwhocameunder fire frompolice.
AnotherBJPMP, JayantSinha,whorodeanelectricbikewitha
helmet to spread the “greenmessage”,was also frequently
stoppedby traffic police because they “couldnotunderstand
theconceptof runninganelectricbikewithoutalicence”.

Five ‘jihadi’ modules
busted in Assam
since March... issue
is serious: Himanta

Whereas,
The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab National Bank, Circle SASTRA
Ara,1st Floor, Mahuli Kothi, Near Peer Baba More, Ara-802301 under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,2002 and in
exercise of Powers conferred under Section 13 read with rule 3 of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules.2002,issued a Demand Notice dated 25.05.2021 calling upon the
BorrowerM/s.Durga General Store, Sh. Ramesh Keshri (Prop) and Smt Chanda Devi to
repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.50,25,492.88 (Rupees Fifty Lakhs
Twenty Fifty Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Two and Paisa Eighty Eight Only) and
interest thereon from 31.03.2021 within 60 days from the date of notice/date of receipt of the
said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read
withRule 8 of the saidRules on this 02nd day ofAugust,2022.
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Punjab
National Bank of Rs.44,13,458.91 (Rupees Forty Four Lakhs Thirteen Thousand Four
Hundred Fifty Eight and Paisa Ninety One Only) as on 19.07.2022 with further interest
and charges from 01.07.2022 until payment in full in Cash Credit Account and of
Rs.5,33,774.87 (Rupees Five Lakhs Thirty Three Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy
Four and Paisa Eighty Seven Only) as on 30.06.2022with future interest and charges from
01.07.2022 until payment in full inTermLoanAccount.
The Borrower’s/Guarantor’s/Mortgagor’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-
section (8) of section 13 of the Act in respect to time available to redeem the secured
assets.

All that part and parcel of the property situated at,Mauza-Mohania,Thana No.-
131,Halka no.9,Ward no.9,Khata no.333,Khesra No.1074,Distt.-Kaimur,Total Area-2
Decimals, Mortgaged by :-Smt. Chanda Devi W/o Sri Ramesh Prasad Keshri,
Boundary:- North-Geeta Devi, South-Plot No.1074 Digar Khariddar, East-Bharat Mali
andOthers,West- Rasta.

Date : 02/08/2022
Place : Kaimur

KuldeepBishnoiwith
GajendraSinghShekhawat
andManoharLalKhattar in
NewDelhi.Anil Sharma

CMHimantaBiswaSarmain
GuwahationThursday.PTI

HomeMinisterAmitShah
andCMBasavarajBommaiin
BengaluruonThursday.PTI

Bishnoi joins BJP with praise for
PM, and a wish: Ticket for son

Shah meets CM, leaders; discusses situation
in coastal dist riven by communal tension

KARNATAKAPOLLSNEXTYEAR

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, AUGUST4

AFTERQUESTIONINGShivSena
MP Sanjay Raut in custody for
four days, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Thursday
claimed that a fresh trail of pro-
ceeds of crime of Rs 2.25 crore
was revealed tobe linked to the
redevelopment of a chawlproj-
ect in a northern suburb of
Mumbai. The ED had last week
said that Raut and his family
were direct beneficiaries of Rs
1.06crore linked to thecase.
The additional amount al-

legedly revealed in the last four
days includes Rs 1.17 crore paid
incashtransactionstolandown-
ersfromwhomRautboughtthe
landinAlibag.TheremainingRs
1.08 crore was found to have
been received in the bank ac-
countsofRaut'swife,Varsha,the
ED claimed. Varsha has been
summonedbytheED.
The court noted that there

hasbeen“remarkableprogress”
in thecaseandsentRaut tocus-
tody of the ED till Monday. The
agency had sought the leader's
custody foreightmoredays.
The ED had arrested Raut

post midnight onMonday. On
Thursday, itclaimedthata fresh
trail of proceeds of crime has
beenrevealed.
"In thepast fourdays, several

documentswererecovered.While

investigating those, itwas found
thatcertainamountswerepaidby
unrelatedpersonsinthebankac-
counts of the accused's wife
(VarshaRaut).Theentireamount
depositedinthatparticularperiod
isRs1.08crore.There isnoexpla-
nationgivenonwhy thesehuge
amountswere deposited in her
bank accounts,” Special Public
ProsecutorsHitenVenegavkarand
KavitaPatilsubmitted.
The ED case relates to Patra

Chawl,whereitisclaimedthatin-
steadofprovidinghousesfordis-
placedresidents,directorsofHDIL
andothers cheated them. It is al-
leged that the total amountof Rs
1,039.70crorewasreceivedinthe
accountsofHDILandGuruAshish
Constructions, of which Rs 112
crorewasreceivedbyPravinRaut.

SanjayRautatEDoffice inMumbai,Thursday.AmitChakravarty

Rajasthan: Beneficiaries
told to create ‘dummy’
social media accounts;
govt suspends official

PATRACHAWLCASE

ShivSena leadersent tocustodyof agencytillAugust8

FoundnewRs2.25cr trail
linked toRaut: EDtocourt

Mumbai:SanjayRautwas
askedby thecourt if hehad
anycomplaintsof ill treat-
mentagainstEDofficers.
TheMPtold thecourt that
after interrogation,hewas
kept ina roomwithnoven-
tilation.Raut saidhehas
heartailmentsandexperi-
enceddiscomfort. TheED
told thecourt that itsentire
buildinghadAC, including
the roomRautwaskept in.
Raut saidhecouldnot see
theAC.Thecourtdirected
EDtoarrangea roomwith
naturalventilation. ENS

KEPT INAROOMWITH
NOVENTILATION:RAUT

AMIDCHINA-USTENSION

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

EXTERNAL AFFAIRSMinister S
Jaishankarmet US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken in
Cambodia’scapitalPhnomPenh
onThursday.
Inhisopeningremarksatthe

meeting, which took place on
themarginsofanASEANForeign
Ministers’ meeting, Blinken re-
ferred to concerns over “chal-
lenges” in Sri Lanka, Myanmar,
andthe Indo-Pacific situation.
“Awarmconversationtostart

meetings on the sidelines of
ASEAN Ministerial in Phnom
Penh.Discussedeverstrengthen-
ingIndia-USrelationshipandthe
globalsituationwithUSSecretary
ofState...” Jaishankartweeted.
BlinkensaidtheUSandIndia

are strong proponents of
“ASEAN centrality” in the Indo-
Pacific,accordingtotheUSState
Department. “Wehaveashared
vision together for a free and
open Indo-Pacific thatwework
on in so many different ways
everysingleday,”Blinkensaid.
“Andofcourse,wehavesome

immediatechallengesthatwe’re
bothconcernedwith, to include
thesituationinSriLanka,Burma,
andanumberofotherhotspots,”
hesaid.“SoIlookforwardtoonce
againbeingable togo througha
numberof these issueswithmy
friend, and thenwe’ll bothhead
over toourmeetings.”
US State Department

spokesperson Ned Price said

Jaishankar and Blinken “ex-
changedviewsonglobal and re-
gional issues, including Russia’s
brutalaggressionagainstUkraine
andtheimplicationsithashadon
foodinsecurityaroundtheworld”.
India has so far sought to

maintainadiplomaticbalancebe-
tweenRussiaandtheUS-ledWest
onRussianinvasionofUkraine.
Pricesaid,“TheydiscussedSri

Lanka’seconomiccrisisandem-
phasizedthatbothnationsstand
withthepeopleof SriLankaand
supporttheiraspirationsforare-
turn to economic and political
stabilitythroughdemocraticand
constitutionalprocesses.”
Jaishankar alsomet Lankan

ForeignMinisterAli Sabry.
Jaishankar,whoattendedthe

India-ASEANministerialmeet-
ing, said Indiaandthe10-nation
grouping have "strong conver-
gence" on Indo-Pacific, combat-

ing the threat of terrorism, and
thedevelopmentsinUkraineand
Myanmar. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ForeignMinisterSJaishankarwithUSSecretaryofState
AntonyBlinkeninPhnomPenh,Cambodia,Thursday.AP

Jaishankar meets Blinken,
discusses Lanka, ASEAN

ATAtimeChina’sresponse
toUSHouseSpeaker
NancyPelosi'sTaiwanvisit
isbeingkeenlywatched,
Jaishankar’smeetingwith
BlinkenandotherASEAN
foreignministersholds
significance. Indiahasso
farwatchedthedevelop-
mentandnotcommented.
WhatBeijingdoesand
sayswillbecarefullymon-
itoredinDelhi.

Meetingat
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Lucknow: The Varanasi district
court Thursdayacceptedanap-
plication of the Anjuman
IntezamiaMasjidmanagement
committee seking time to pre-
pare for the Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complexdisputecase.
Thepleawasfiledinthewake

ofthedeathofAbhayNathYadav,
thelawyerwhoearlierledthear-
gument in the case on behalf of
themosquemanagement com-
mittee.YadavdiedonJuly31.The
committee’slawyerssaidthecase
filewas in Yadav’s chamber and
wasunavailabletothemsofar.
District judge Ajaya Krishna

Vishvesha,whoacceptedtheap-
plication, listed the case for the
nexthearingonAugust18. ENS

CongressMPAdhirRanjanChowdhurygreets
MargaretAlvaatadinnerhostedbyparty leader
MallikarjunKhargeinNewDelhionThursday.Express

New Delhi



AVINASHNAIR
AHMEDABAD,AUGUST4

WITHTHEspreadoflumpyskindisease
in the state, the Gujarat government
Thursday decided to cancel the cattle
fair and the bullock cart races that are
heldalongside theTarnetar fair sched-
uledtobeorganisedlaterthismonth.
TillThursday,1,838cattlehavedied

of the disease since the beginning of
theoutbreak,withthespreadrisingto
22districtsfrom20and159cattlesuc-
cumbing on a single day. More than
60,800 cattle have already been in-
fectedbytheviruswhichhasspreadto
2,463villages in thestate.
In a statement issued Thursday,

Raghavji Patel,
Minister for
Agriculture and
Animal Husbandry
said thatmore than
10.06 lakh animals
have been vacci-
natedintheaffected
districts.
TheTarnetar fair

will be held at
Tarnetar village of
Chotila taluka of
Surendranagar dis-

trictafteragapof twoyearsduetothe
Covid-19pandemic.
“Duetothelumpyskindisease,we

arenotgoingtoorganisethecattlefair
and bullock cart races at this year’s
event,”DistrictCollectorKeyurSampat
toldThe IndianExpress.
Theeventwhereyoungtribalmen

andwomenonceusedtoseekpartners
inmarriageisscheduledtobeginfrom
August 30 and will continue till
September2.
“Wehavelumpyskindiseasecases

in the district andwe are targeting to
finish100per cent vaccinationof cat-
tlebyAugust15.Butasofnowwehave
decided tonot hold the cattle fair and
races,” Sampatadded.
Aspartof theTarnetarfair,thestate

governmenthasbeenorganisingacat-
tlefairwherecattlerearersareencour-
aged to display the best cattle breeds
includingGirCows,Jafrabadibuffaloes,
Banni buffaloes and Kathiawadi
horses, amongothers.
The Tarnetar fair is held on the

grounds of Triniteshwar Mahadev
templeandisthefocalpointof thefes-
tivalwherelocalcommunitiesinclud-
ing Kolis, Rabaris, Bharwads, Kanbis,
Kathis, Charansparticipate.
Surendranagarisoneof the20dis-

trictsaffectedby lumpyskindisease.

Gujarat cancels cattle fairs, races at
Tarnetar fair, cites lumpy skin disease

Over 4,000 animals
die in Rajasthan
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Government of Himachal Pradesh
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Pragpur District Kangra (HP) on behalf of Governor
of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rate/lump sum contract bids from the eligible
contractors/Firms. Bidders should be registered with Jal Shakti Vibhag. The scope of the work
will be as under:-

S. Name of work Estimated Earnest Cost of Eligibility Time
No. cost money tender criteria limit

form

1 13859494/- 171095 /- 1500/- One
Year

Source strengthening for
Heritage village Pragpur & its
adjoining area in in Sub Tehsil
Pragpur District Kangra (HP)
(SH : Laying jointing and testing
of GI pipe for Rising Main,
Providing, Laying jointing and
testing of MSERW pipe for
Rising main and S/E of pumping
Machinery with allied acces-
sories)

Eligibility criteria shall
be as under:-
1. The contractor enlist-
ed with Jal Shakti
Vibhag.
2. Affidavit of Non-
Blacklisted by any
Department and
Affidavit of Non-
Relationship with
Department.

1. Tender documents and other instructions can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal
http://hptenders.gov.in, by the interested bidders/firms/individuals registered on the website which
is free of cost.

2. Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with “Single Stage Two Envelope” Bidding
Procedure. Bid security, and eligibility documents as per eligibility information and criteria and
Financial bid should be put in separate envelop and all two separate envelops should be put
together in a single envelop. The bids shall be submitted online electronically.

3. Bid evaluation of criteria- Technically Qualified lowest evaluated bidder (L1) will be considered as a
successful bidder. However, the acceptance of the proposal will rest with the Jal Shakti Department
who does not bind itself to accept the lowest proposal, and reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all the proposals received without assigning any reason.

4. As the bids are to be submitted online and are required to be encrypted and digitally signed, the bid-
ders are advised to obtain Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from suitable venders or from any
authorized agency at the earliest.

6. KEY DATES WILL BE AS UNDER:-

a Date of Online publication

b Downloading of e-tender Documents

c Date of submission of e-tender

d Physical submission of eligibility criteria, pre-
qualification documents, earnest money deposit
and cost of tender documents (in original)

e Date of opening of bids:

1) Cover-1 Eligibility information and Criteria

2) Cover-2 Financial Bid

04.08.2022 at 5:00 PM

From 04.08.2022 at 5:00 PM to 20.08.2022 at
11:00 A.M.

From 04.08.2022 at 5:00 PM to 20.08.2022 at
11:00 A.M

Upto 11:00 A.M. on 20.08.2022

On 20.08.2022 at 11.30 A.M.

Shall be intimated separately

7. TERMS AND CONDITIONS:-

(1) The e-tender documents shall be uploaded online in 2 (Two) covers:-
1. Cover- 1 shall contain Scanned copies of “eligibility information and Technical bid
2. Cover-2 shall contain the “Financial bid” on the prescribed format.
(2) Cover-1 shall contain Scanned copies of following “eligibility information and Technical bid” (Scanned

copies to be uploaded) on the website https://hptenders.gov.inat the appropriate place.
i) All payments regarding purchase of a Bid documents (Cost of form Earnest money deposit shall be

through online mode (e-payment) in favor of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Pragpur Exemption
of cost of bid security shall not be allowed.

7. Eligibility criteria:-

i) The bidder/contractor/firm should be registered with Jal Shakti Vibhag under taking in the technical bid
firms has to uploaded characteristics curves of Pumping Machinery for NIT duty conditions.

a) The contractor/firm must have registered under GST/EPF/Pan/Income Tax
b) Name of firm, addresses, telephone number, Mobile No., Fax No, E-mail ID. Labour license issued from

the competent authority must be uploaded/ attached.
c) An affidavit of the firm having not been ever blacklisted by any Govt./Semi-

Government/Board/Corporation/Private Organization is required.
d) The characteristics curve of pumping machinery uploaded by contractor otherwise the tender shall be

rejected.
e) Cover-2 shall contain BOQ where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

8. Bid Opening Details:-

The bid shall be opened on at 11:30 AM in the office of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Pragpur
(HP) by the authorized officers. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bid as
specified the bid will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

9. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period of 120 days after dead line date for
bids submission.

10. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control even through the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates. The officer shall not liable for any information not received by the bidders. It is the
bidders responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

11. The tenders of the contractor/firms who fail to fulfill the eligibility information will be summarily rejected.
12. The negotiation/clarification, if any will be taken from the successful contractor/firm only in respect of error

and omission technical aspects and in no case on financial bid.
13. No subletting of works by the contractor/firm is permissible.
14. The representative of the firm/contractor shall inspect the site himself and make himself conversant with

the site conditions prior to bidding.

15. Instruction for e-tendering:-

i) The contractor should registered himself on website http://hptenders.gov.in and obtain user ID/password
before bidding.
ii) Entire tender process will be carried out on line through above mentioned website. Contractor/firms are
advised to procure e-token/digital signing certificate from suitable venders or from authorized agency.
iii) Before submissions of online bids, bidder must ensure that scanned copy of all necessary documents
have been uploaded with the bid.
iv) Conditional bids are liable to be rejected without assigning any reasons.
v) The Executive Engineer, reserves the right to reject/cancel any or all the tenders/bids without assign-
ing any reason(s).
vi) Any enquiry regarding tender can be obtained on e-mail of the divisional office under e-mail address
i.e. xeniphpragpur@gmail.com and office telephone No. 01970-245045.
The tenderer should quote their final price subject to no escalation what so ever till successful fulfilment
of contract. The financial bid should be inclusive of all taxes i.e. Central/State/Local taxes vat and any levy
charges, including cess as per provision of building and other construction workers welfare cess Act. 1996
and Himachal Pradesh Building and other construction workers Rules, 2008 and no extra claim will be
entertained. The Department will deduct labour cess @ 1% from each running bill from the gross amount
of work done by the contractor.
The tenderer shall have to maintain EPF accounts and bear EPF contribution of its workers/employees.

-sd-
Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti Division

Pragpur2950/HP

SCHEDULE INVITING TENDER
TENDER
REFERENCE

AHV/AH-1110/2022-23,
DATED 04/08/2022

Date of sale of
Tender Document

W.E.F. 08/08/2022 From
1100 Hrs till 1600 Hrs.

Last Date of sale of
Tender Document

12/08/2022 till 1130 Hrs.

Date & Time for pre-
bid discussion

12/08/2022 at 1200 Hrs.

Last Date & Time for
receipt of Tender
Document

16/08/2022, till 1100 Hrs.

Date & Time of
Opening of Tender

16/08/2022, at 1300 Hrs.

Estimated cost of
Tender

Rs. 1,92,00,000/-

Place of Opening of
Tender

Directorate of Animal
Husbandry, Veterinary &
Dairy Development,
Nirjuli, Itanagar,
Arunachal Pradesh.

Address of
Communication

Director, Department of
Animal Husbandry,
Veterinary & Dairy
Development, Nirjuli,
Itanagar, Arunachal
Pradesh. Pin-791109.

Sd/-
Director,

Animal Husbandry, Vety. & D.D.
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh,

DIPR/ARN/1400-02 Nirjuli (Itanagar)

IiY.Y Afg³f»ffBÊ³f
d³fdUQf IiY.

IYf¹fÊ IYf ³ff¸f A³fb¸ffd³f°f SXfdVf ²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf ´fi´fÂf SXfdVf IYf¹fÊ WXZ°fb d³f²ffÊdSX°f
EÀf.Aû.AfSX.

IYf¹fÊ IYe
AUd²f

01 2022_UAD_

205010_2

ASHPHALTING OF VIRI-

OUS ROAD OF SANT HIR-

DARAM NAGAR ZONE 01

SECOND CALL

1,00,88,672/- 50,443/- 12,500/- MPUADD

ISSR 2021

06 Month/-

02 2022_UAD_

214701_1

ASHPHALTING OF ROAD

FROM VIDISHA BY PASS

GOUR SHADI HALL TO

DUSHARA GROUND

SQURE MALIKHEDI

VISHARJAN GHAT WARD

72 ZONE 16 (CHAINAGE 0

M TO 500M)

58,95,040/- 44,212/- 10000/- MPUADD

ISSR 2021

03 Month/-

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ³f¦fSX ´ffd»fIY d³f¦f¸f, ·fû´ff»f
¹ffÔdÂfIY dU·ff¦f (¸fb£¹ff»f¹f) ¦fûdUÔQ´fbSXf (¶fe.E¨f.BÊ.E»f.)

d³fdUQf ÀfÔVfû²f³f §fû¿f¯ff-´fÂf
Ii ¸ffaI ..392.../ ¹ffÔ.dU./2022 ·fû´ff»f, dQ³ffÔI .03/08/2022
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f d³f¸ffÊ¯f I f¹fÊ W Z°fb Qû d»fR fR f ´fðd°f IZ A³fbÀffS ¸f.´fi. »fûI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f ¸fZÔ IZ ³QieIÈ °f ½¹fUÀ±ff IZ AÔ°f¦fÊ°f ´fÔþeIÈ °f
NZIZ QfS ´fSÀfZ³MZþ ¸fûWS¶fÔQ d³fdUQf¹fZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ´fS Af³f»ffBÊ³f Af¸fadÂf°f I e þf°fe W`aÜ

1. d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I e d³f²ffÊdS°f SfdVf EUÔ ²fSûWS SfdVf EUÔ A³¹f AfUV¹fI QÀ°ffUZþ Af³f»ffBÊ³f ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ WûÔ¦fZ EUÔ A³¹f Àf¸fÀ°f dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe
www.mptenders.gov.in ´fS QZJe þf ÀfI °fe W`Ü

2- dI Àfe ·fe d³fdUQf I û ÀUeI fS A±fUf AÀUeI fS I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS dU·ff¦f IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f Wû¦ffÜ
d³f0IiY0Y 473/022/023

IYf¹fẾ ff»f³f ¹fÔÂfe (dÀfdU»f)
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f ·fû´ff»f

STEM WATER DISTRI. & INFRA CO. PVT. LTD.
Vardan Commercial Complex, 9th Floor, MIDC, Road No.16, Wagale

Industrial Estate, Thane (W) - 400604.
E - Tender Notice No.17 (Corrigendum)for 2022-23.

stemwatercompany@gmail.com
E-TENDER are invited by STEM water Dist. & Infra. Co. Pvt. Ltd. Thane. For the
following work.
Name of Work Upgradation of STEM Rural water supply scheme for 24 villages
by STEM and zilla Parishad Thane (Supplying, lowering, laying DIK-7 Pipeline
from Mankoli MBR to Kharbao, Katai and Kambe, Bhiwandi Rs.54,12,24,139/-
(Excl GST)
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from STEM'S web site. (Post
qualification criteria included)

E-Tender Documents will be available for view/downloading on
authorized website https://stem.abcprocure.com Right to reject any or all
tenders without assigning any reason there of by STEM Water Distri. &
Infra. Co. Pvt. Ltd, Thane.

Sd/-
Sanket Gharat

Managing Director

No Tender Activity Date Time
1 Document downloaded start date 21.07.2022 12.00
2 Pre-bid meeting date end 02.08.2022 12.00
3 Bid Submission end date 16.08.2022 12.00
4 Opening of Envelope No.1 17.08.2022 12.00

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
DIRECTORATE OF WOMEN AND CHILD

DEVELOPMENT, ASSAM
UZANBAZAR: : GUWAHATI-1

No.DWCD(ICDS)G/SNP/98/2021/101

CANCELLATION OF NOTICE INVITING EOI

Eol No.DSW(ICDS)G/SNP/98/2021/1, dated 09/08/2021
The Notice Inviting Eol floated vide
No.DSW(ICDS)G/SNP/98/2021/1, dated 09/08/2021
(Tender ID : 2021_SWD_22418_1) in the e-Tender Portal
of Govt. of Assam https://assamtenders.gov.in for Lifting of
rice (to be allotted by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development (MoWCD, Govt. of India) from FCI depots in
Assam and Re-packing of Lifted Rice from FCI Depots in
Assam and supply of other food stuff etc. (and packing
thereof)” as Take Home Ration (THR)/ Hot Cooked Meal
(HCM) for various Anganwadi Centres and Mini-Anganwadi
Centres of Assam is hereby cancelled as the notification
period of supply is already over. The EOl could not be
finalized within the notified period since it has been
subjudice at Hon’ble Gauhati High Court.

Sd/-
Director

Women and Child Development,
Janasanyog/C/7682/22 Assam, Uzanbazar, Guwahati-1

MADHYA PRADESH TOURISM BOARD
6th Floor, Lily Trade Wing, Jahangirabad, Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh, India. Pincode – 462008

Website : www.tourism.mp.gov.in, Corporate Identification
Number (CIN) : U75302MP2017NPL043078

NIT No. : 4534/MPTB/2022 and
System No. 2022_MPTB_215059, 04 August 2022

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
for organizing “International Adventure Aero Sports
Tourism Festival” in the State of Madhya Pradesh.
MPTB invites offers from agencies for Request for Proposal
for organizing “International Adventure Aero Sports Tourism
Festival” in the State of Madhya Pradesh. The detailed terms &
conditions can be downloaded from website https://
www.mptenders.gov.in/www.tourism.mp.gov.in For any
other information contact Mr. Avneesh Yadav (Project
Assistant) Mob. No. +91-7089121967 or e-mail at
paaf.mptb@mp.gov.in. Last date and Time for online
Purchase and submission is 14th September 2022 - 03:00
PM.
M.P. Madhyam/105845/2022 MANAGING DIRECTOR

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in11652

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

MUNICIPAL

CORPORATION

ROHTAK

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

CONST. OF IPB STREET,
SHIV MANDIR WALI

GALI, SANTOSH BARA-
GAN WALI GALI, WARD
NO. 1, M.C. ROHTAK. + 4

OTHER WORK

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

03.08.2022

16.08.2022

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

88.72 LACS

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

www.etenders.
hry.nic.in

NODAL OFFICER/CON-
TACT DETAILS/EMAIL

xenmcrohtak@gmail.

com

SR.
NO.

1.

Jaipur: The lumpy skin disease among
animalshasspreadatanalarmingratein
Rajasthanwheremore than4,000ani-
mals,mainly cows, havedieddue to it
andover90,000havebeeninfected.
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot on

Thursday said the state government is
making every effort to prevent the
spreadofthedisease.Healsoappealed
to cattle-breeders to contact the near-
est veterinary institution if they see
symptomsofthediseaseintheanimals.
Secretary, Animal Husbandry de-

partment,PCKishansaidthedeathtoll
duetothediseasehasgonepast4,000
in the state. “The infectionhas spread
to 16 districts. Barmer, Jodhpur and
Jalore are theworst affected and the
disease is in the reducing stage in
Ganganagar,HanumangarhandChuru
districts,”he toldPTI.
Kishan is currentlyonavisit to the

affecteddistricts,startingfromBarmer.
Of the 94,358 infected animals,

more than74,118havebeentreated.
Officials in theanimalhusbandry

department said the disease origi-
nated inAfrica and came to India via
Pakistan inApril. PTI

ED attaches
assets worth
Rs 2 cr of three
former legislators
from Odisha

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) has provisionally attached
assets worth Rs 2.16 crore be-
longing to a company repre-
sented,amongothers,byaJMM
leader, a former Biju Janata Dal
(BJD)legislatorandaformerBJP
MLA in connectionwith a case
ofmoney laundering.
The former legislators have

beenidentifiedasRamachandra
Hansdah (erstwhile MP from
Mayurbhanj),SubarnaNaik(ex-
MLA, Keonjhar Sadar) and
HiteshKumarBagartti(ex-MLA,
Khariar).
WhileHansdahwaswithBJD

whenhewasanMP,hewassus-
pendedbytheparty in2014fol-
lowinghis arrestbyCBI inachit
fund case. He joined JMM last
year.
TheBJDhadsuspendedNaik,

too, the sameyear followinghis
arrestbyCBI.
Former BJP leader Bagartti

was also arrested by the central
agency in 2014 and was sus-
pendedby theparty.
According to ED, the attach-

mentsweremadeinconnection
withacaseagainstNavaDiganta
Capital Services Ltd. and its
group companies, represented
through their directors (Anjan
Kumar Baliyarsingh, Pradeep
Kumar Pattnaik, Kartikeya
Parida) and its erstwhile direc-
tors:Hansdah,NaikandBagartti.
Theagencystatedthattheat-

tached assets include outlying
balanceamountingtoRs16lakh,
asavailable in48bankaccounts
maintained at IDBI Bank and
Indian Bank, aswell as immov-
able assets in the form of two
landparcelsworthRs 2 crore at
NarendrapurMouza inPuriand
Kaipadar Mouza in Khordha,
both inOdisha.

New Delhi
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THE LUCKNOW bench of the
Allahabad High Court has re-
jected the bail application of
journalistSiddiqueKappan,who
wasbookedundertheUnlawful
ActivitiesPreventionAct(UAPA)
andothercharges in thealleged
Hathras conspiracy case, saying
“the use of taintedmoney can-
notbe ruledout”.
The police had arrested

Kappan and three others on
October 5, 2020, from theMant
area of Mathura. They had
claimed that the accusedwere
travelling to Hathras to disturb
peace andharmony in the area.
On the other hand, Kappan’s
lawyer hasmaintained that he
wasgoingtheretoreportonthe
gang-rape andmurder case in-
volvingaDalit girl.
Kappanislodgedinjailsince

hisarrest.
“Considering the facts and

circumstancesof thecase…this
court is not inclined to release
theapplicantonbail.Thebailap-
plication is found devoid of
merit,”saidJusticeKrishanPahal
inhisAugust2order.
The court further said, “It has

comeupintheinvestigationthat
the applicant had no work at
Hathras.Thestatemachinerywas
at tenterhooksowing to the ten-
sion prevailing due to various
types of informationbeing viral
acrossallforumsofmedia,includ-
ingtheinternet.Thesaidsojourn
of theapplicantwithco-accused
personswhodonotbelongtome-
dia fraternity is a crucial circum-
stancegoingagainsthim(sic).”
The applicant’s defence that

he was a journalist and he
wantedtovisit theHathrasinci-
dent site stood nullified by the
charge-sheetandthefactthathe
wasarrestedwithsomepersons
while travelling in a car, the
benchadded.
The police had claimed to

have recovered six smart

phones,alaptopandpamphlets
from them. It was alleged that
Kappanandotheraccusedwere
going toHathras to create caste
conflict and incite riots. They
wereaccusedofcollectingfunds
andrunningawebsitethathigh-
lighted incidents ofmob lynch-
ing,exodusof labourersandthe
Kashmir issues.
In April this year, the UP

Police’s Special Task Force (STF)
had chargesheeted him and
sevenothersunderthestringent
UAPA and sections of the
InformationTechnologyAct.The
othersnamedinthechargesheet
areallegedPopularFrontofIndia
(PFI)members Atiqur Rahman,
Masood Ahmed, Rauf Sharif,
AnsadBadruddinandFirozKhan.
One Alam,whowas driving

Kappanatthetime,andhisrela-
tive Mohammad Danish, have
also been named in the
chargesheet. Danish had ob-
tained interim stay from arrest,
while the others are in judicial
custody.
Also, the court said that the

legislaturehas framedtheUAPA
tocontrolsuchinstances.“Inthe
matterofNIAvs.ZahoorAhmad
ShahWatali1, the Apex Court,
while overturning the High
Courts order of granting bail to
the accused, has stated that
Section43(D)(5)prohibitsacourt
from granting bail to accused if
onaperusalofafinalreportfiled
under Section 173 Cr.P.C., the
court isof theopinionthatthere
arereasonablegroundstobelieve
thattheaccusationsagainstsuch
personareprimafacie true...”

TOUCHING THE SKY
Fiveofficersof the IndianNavy’s INAS314,basedatNavalAirEnclave,Porbandar,who
completedthefirstall-womanindependentmaritimereconnaissanceandsurveillance
mission intheNorthArabianSeaonboardaDornier228aircraftonWednesday. PTI

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,AUGUST4

THREEYEARS since the revoca-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status, recruitment into
militant ranks remains a cause
ofconcernforthesecurityappa-
ratus in theUnionTerritory.
Since 2019, more than 690

militants have been killed in
Jammu and Kashmir, 132 of
them this year. In the same pe-
riod,527individualsjoinedmil-
itant ranks.
In an interviewtoThe Indian

Express, J&KDirector General of
PoliceDibagSinghattributedthe
recruitment numbers in large
measureto“socialmediaandin-
ternet-basedpropaganda”while
raisingconcernthat therecruit-
ment age had been lowered to
includeschooldropouts.
The recruitment figurewas

143 for2019, rose to172 in2020
beforefallingagainto136in2021.
For2022, till July31,76 individu-
alshavejoinedthemilitancy.
Senior security officials said

about half themilitant recruits
are“uncategorised”.Assuch,se-

curity forces “sometimes find
outthatanindividualhasjoined
anoutfit onlyafteran incident,"
said an official. So, they cannot
be referencedagainst anyexist-
ingdatabase.
Butlaw-and-orderaswellas

terror-related incidents have
been coming down in number
aswell as intensity since2019.
Aspergovernmentdata,law-

and-order incidents fell from
584 in 2019 to 147 in 2020 and
77 in 2021. This year, the num-
berstandsat20.And inthecase
of terror-related incidents, the
datashowaslowbutsteadyde-
cline from255 in2019 to244 in

2020and228in2021.Thenum-
ber of such incidents so far this
year is81.
The security establishment

now views the situation in the
Valleyas “almostnormal”.
At least29 topmilitant com-

manders were killed in opera-
tions in2022. In2021,at least44
militant commanders fromdif-
ferentmilitantoutfitswerekilled.
Flaggingastrategicshiftinmil-

itantrecruitment,DGPSinghsaid
themodusoperandi of handlers
haschanged. “They immediately
askthem(terrorrecruits)tocom-
mit an act of terror violence—
throwagrenade,fireatsomebody,

orkillsomeone.Oncetheyarein-
volved, it becomes awayof pre-
ventingtheirreturntosociety.”
Headdedthatwith the indi-

vidualnotbeing“missingfortoo
long”beforeperpetratinganact,
andthen“youfindthatsomeone
who was missing today has
committed a crime tomorrow,
fired at someone or such activ-
ity. So, that is blocking their re-
turn to theirhomes.”
Meanwhile, anti-militancy

operationshavebeenexpanded
—widespreaddetentionsunder
security laws, enforcement and
tax raids to break alleged fund-
ingnetworksandcrackdownson

overground worker networks
and their linkages. Thishas con-
tributedtoadecline in terror in-
cidentsandlawandordercases,
as per senior security officials.
The constitution of themulti-
agencyTerrorMonitoringGroup
and the State Investigation
Agency by the J&K administra-
tionisalsopartofthesameeffort.
Also part of this clampdown

are the arrests under the
UnlawfulActivities (Prevention)
Act, 1967 (UAPA), and Public
Safety Act, 1978 (PSA). Between
2019 and 2021, the number of
casesunderUAPAwentfrom437
in2019to557in2020and528in
2021. The number of persons
booked under these cases over
thelastthreeyearsisover2,700.
In2022,untilJuly31,thenum-

berofcasesfiledunderUAPAisat
389.Meanwhile, the number of
cases filed under PSA have al-
ready risen to 463 so far in 2022
fromthepreviousyear’s277.
In the period between 2019

and 2022, at least 136 civilians
havebeenkilled across J&K. 146
securitypersonnelandatleast57
officialsoftheJ&Kpolicealsolost
their lives inthesameperiod.

MILITANCY’S TOLL

Militantskilled Securityforceskilled Civilianskilled Policemenkilled

25
7

15
7

22
5

18
2

13
2

46

69
46

23 11

54 44 37 35 20

45

11 15 20 11

■2018
■2019
■2020
■2021
■2022*

TOTALKILLED

953
Militants

195
Security
forces

190
Civilians

102
Police
personnel

*Up to July31, 2022

J&K sees fall in militant attacks, but shift
in recruitment strategy remains a worry

JAMMU&KASHMIR

4feareddeadin
roadaccident
Ramban: Four people
werefeareddeadasave-
hicletheyweretravelling
in fell into a gorge in
Ramban district hursday
night, officials said. The
accident took place near
theKelamorh area in the
district, they said. Five
peoplesustainedinjuries
in the accident, the offi-
cials said. PTI

UTTARPRADESH

AzaminICU
withpneumonia
Lucknow: Senior
Samajwadi Party leader
and RampurMLA Azam
Khanwasadmitted toan
ICU of a private hospital
hereashewasfoundsuf-
fering from pneumonia.
Khan (74) was admitted
toMedanta Hospital on
Wednesday night. "He
has been kept under ob-
servationofacriticalcare
team.Hisconditionissta-
bleandundercontrol,"Dr
DileepDubeysaid. PTI

WESTBENGAL

Twokilledingas
leakatfactory
Barrackpore:Twoworkers
died following a gas leak
at a factory in Khardaha
near Kolkata, police said.
The incident took place
duringmaintenancework
attheplantofElectrosteel
CastingsLtd(ECL)inNorth
24Parganas.Thedeceased
were identified as Ranjit
Singh(30)andSwapnadip
Mukherjee (41). Another
worker, RohitMahato is
critical and undergoing
treatment at a hospital,
policesaid. PTI

BRIEFLY

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, AUGUST4

THETHALAIVETTIMuniyappan
temple near Salem,where a lo-
caldeitywasbeingworshipped
asperHindurituals,willnowbe
treated as aBuddhist shrine, af-
ter theMadrasHighCourtruled
in favour of a plea challenging
the religious structure’sorigin.
TheHCorder,basedontech-

nicalandscientificinspectionsof
the deity, could fuelmore such
casesinSouthIndia,wheremany
temples are believed to have
beenBuddhistshrines,converted
eitherbyforceorafterBuddhism
intheregionwitnessedadecline
over thecenturies.
The order dated July 19was

basedona2011petitionfiledby
SSathiaChandranwhoclaimed
thestatue, thedeity,wasofLord
Buddha’s and that “it had been
worshipped by the followers of
Buddhism formany years” be-
fore it was converted into a

Hindudeity.
Chandran sought an inspec-

tion of the Thalaivetti
Muniyappan Temple at Kottai
Road,PeriyerivillagenearSalem,
toascertain its“identityandan-
tiquity” and asked the court for
actiontorestoretheshrine’ssta-
tus toaBuddhaTrust.
The government counsel re-

futed thepetitioner’s claims;but
thecourtorderedaninspectionof
the temple and also asked the
principal secretary andcommis-
sionerof thestatearchaeological
departmenttosubmitareport.
The expert committee con-

cludedthesculpture“depictssev-
eralmahalakshanas(greattraits)
of the Buddha”. Its report con-
firmedtheexistingtemplestruc-
turewhereHinduritualswerefol-
lowed“isofmodernorigin…built
ofcement,bricksandconcrete”.
“The sculpturewasmade of

hardstone…The figurewas ina
seatedpositionknownas‘ardha-
padmasana’ on a lotus pedestal.
The hands are posed in ‘dhyana

mudra’ (meditation pose)... The
headshows lakshanas (traits)of
the Buddha such as curly hair,
ushnisa and elongated earlobe.
Urna is not visible on the fore-
head,” thereportsaid.
Accordingto thereport, “the

head(of thefigure)wassevered
fromthetorso,whichwasglued
togetherwith cement and lime
mixturea fewyearsago”.
Based on the expert panel’s

report,theHCruledthatthegov-
ernment’s assumption that the
structure is a (Hindu) temple is
“no longer sustainable”. It also
rejected the request for a status
quo by the government, which
argued that local Hindus had
been treating the structure as
their temple fora long time.
“Aftersuchareport,itwillnot

beappropriateto...treatthissculp-
tureasThalaivettiMuniyappan,”
thecourtruled.
“… [M]istaken identity can-

notbeallowedtocontinueafter
coming to a conclusion that the
sculpture is thatof Buddha.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

DENYING BAIL to former
Mumbai Police commissioner
SanjayPandey inamoneylaun-
dering case, a Delhi court on
Thursdaysaid thatmaterial col-
lected by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED),which isprob-
ing the case, prima facie shows
Pandey'sinvolvement“inexecu-
tion of recording andmonitor-
ingof calls” of employeesof the
National StockExchange (NSE).
DismissingPandey'sbailplea,

Special Judge Sunena Sharma
notedthatthe1986-batchIPSof-
ficerwas“directlycommunicat-
ingwithNSE staff aswell as the

staff of iSec (Securities) for the
saidpurposes.”
iSec Services Pvt Ltdwas in-

corporated in 2001 by Pandey.
TheEDcase isbasedonaCBIFIR
registeredin2018againstPandey,
an audit company linked to his
family (iSec), andothers, includ-
ingNSE’sformermanagingdirec-
torandCEOChitraRamkrishna.
The court said thematerial

collectedbytheinvestigatingof-
ficer prima facie show that
Pandeywas in “de facto control

of theaffairsof iSecwithNSEof-
ficials”, and that he “kept giving
instructionstoemployeesof iSec
for execution of work assigned
to thecompanybyNSE”.
Itheldthatthematerialshow

Pandeywas “fully aware of the
realpurposesforwhichservices
of iSec were hired under the
guiseof ‘periodic studyof cyber
vulnerabilities’”. Therefore,
Special Judge Sharma noted,
money “derived from the said
ostensible purpose prima facie
seemstobeproceedsof crime”.
ThecourtsaidPandeywasthe

MumbaiPolicecommissionerun-
tilJune30thisyear,andthusED's
apprehension thathemay influ-
encewitnesses or tamperwith
evidencewas“notunfounded”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST4

WITHNORMALCYyet to return
in Dakshina Kannada district
which saw three killings in a
span of 10 days lastmonth, the
MangalurucitypoliceThursday
withdrewaban onmale pillion
riders justminutes after order-
ing it, but extended restrictions
in thecity tillAugust8.
City police commissioner N

Shashi Kumar issued the order
banningmalepillionridersaged
between 18 and 60 years in the
city limits between 6 pm and 6
am.Asitdrewflak,theorderwas
withdrawn “in public interest”,
according toKumar.
According topolice, about19

checkpostshavebeeninstalledin
thecityandmorethan200vehi-
clesplyingatnight“unnecessar-
ily”havebeenseized.
However, theprohibitoryor-

ders,imposedunderSection144
have been extended till 6 amon
August 8. Additional director-
generalof police (lawandorder)
AlokKumar,whohasbeencamp-
inginthecoastaldistrictsincethe
incidents unfolded, heldmeet-
ingswith police officers to take
stockofthesituation.Healsovis-
itedtheprisonsinMangaluru.
On July 19, an 18-year-old

Keralayouth,MasoodB,wasat-
tacked near Bellare by people
linked to Hindutva groups fol-
lowingafightoveratrivialissue.
He died two days later. On July
26,PraveenNettaru,aBJPyouth
worker, was hacked to death in
Bellare by two bike-borne at-
tackers allegedly linked to the
PFI.Twodayslater,Mohammed
Fazil(23)washackedtodeathin
Surathkalbyagangstersassoci-
atedwithHindutvaoutfits.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAJKOT,AUGU4ST4

OFFICIALS FROM the education
andrevenuedepartmentshelda
meetingwithparentsandteach-
ersof avillageprimaryschool in
Morbidistrict onThursdayafter
themiddaymeal (MDM) con-
tractor, a Dalit, alleged that stu-
dentsofOBCcommunitieswere
“noteatingthemealintheschool
cookedbyDalits(thecontractor’s
familymembers)”.
Aftermedia reports claimed

that students were boycotting

the meal cooked by Dalits, a
teamcomprisingtwoeducation
inspectors of Morbi taluka and

deputymamlatdar of MDM of
Morbivisited theschool.
BharatVidja,inchargedistrict

primary education officer
(DPEO)ofMorbi,said:“Asperthe
reportof theinquirycommittee,
it isnotanissueofcastebias. It is
just that children are opting not
tohave themiddaymeal served
intheschool,” theDPEOadded.
According to the Dalit con-

tractor’s husband, “On the first
daywhen the school reopened
after the summer vacation, the
principal told mywife to cook
meal for 100 students. But only
sevenstudentsof theScheduled
Castes turned up... Thiswas not
the case when an OBC person
hadthecontract...,” headded.

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,AUGUST4

HURRIYATCONFERENCEleader
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq com-
pletedthreeyearsincontinuous
house arrest on Thursday. The
leaderofthemoderatefactionof
the conglomerate has been in
detention since August 4, 2019,
a day before the Centre ended
thespecialstatusforJammuand
Kashmir.
UmarFarooqwasamongthe

leaders across separatist and
mainstream parties whowere
detained ahead of the decision,
includingformerchiefministers
FarooqandOmarAbdullah,and
MehboobaMufti, and People's
Conference leaderSajadLone.
Farooq Abdullah had been

thefirst tobereleased, inMarch
2020, whileMufti was let off in
Octoberof thatyear.
Umar Farooq is also barred

fromgivingthetraditionalFriday

sermon from the pulpit of
Srinagar'shistoricgrandmosque
—atraditionalreligiousseatheld
by theMirwaiz family.
On Thursday, as he com-

pleted three years in house ar-
rest, the Hurriyat Conference
calledforhisrelease,terminghis
detention a “gross violation of
fundamental rights”. Lonewas
among the only other leaders
who sought Umar Farooq’s re-
lease, appealing toUnionHome
MinisterAmit Shahand Jammu
andKashmirLtGovernorManoj
Sinha.
However, the government

and police havemaintained si-
lenceover the issue.
In a statement, the Hurriyat

Conference said: “APHC (All

Party Hurriyat Conference)
stronglycondemnsthisarbitrary,
despotic and extrajudicial act of
theauthoritiesofforciblydetain-
ing its chairman in his house,
leadingtogrossviolationofallhis
fundamental and basic human
rights... All channels of commu-
nication are blocked to himand
all outreach to people, friends
andpartycadres, isbarred.”
The Hurriyat asked if Umar

Farooqwasbeingpunished“for
pleadingthecauseof resolution
of thelingeringKashmirconflict
through peacefulmeans of dia-
logue and deliberations, and
good neighbourly relations in
thesubcontinent”.
Appealing toAmit Shah and

Lt Governor Sinha, Lone
tweeted:“MirwaizKashmirhas
stuck to utterances which are
moderateandrepresentthetrue
essence of Islam... Let it be
known. There aremanywars in
Kashmir. And inour realwarhe
isanunapologeticmoderate.”

Bihar man killed in J&K
grenade attack, 2 hurt

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,AUGUST4

THE CALCUTTA High Court on
Thursday rejected a petition of
??three JharkhandMLAs who
werearrestedinWestBengalre-
cently allegedly with a huge
amountof cash.
TheMLAs had submitted in

the court that the investigation
into the recovery of cash from
their car shouldbehandedover
to the CBI or some other “inde-
pendent” investigationagency.
Dismissing their plea, the

court ordered that the state po-
licewill investigatetheincident.
A single bench of Justice
Mousumi Bhattacharya passed
the order after hearing argu-
ments frombothsides.
On Wednesday, the court

had heard the plea of the three
arrestedMLAson“urgentbasis”.
They had requested the court
thattheCIDinvestigationshould
be suspended immediately. If
necessary, the investigation
shouldbehandedovertotheCBI
oranyotherindependentinves-
tigationagencyastheprobewas
beingpolitically influenced.
The three MLAs — Irfan

Ansari (Jamtara), Rajesh
Kachhap (Khijri) and Naman
Bixel(Kolebira)—weredetained
withnearlyRs50 lakh.

‘Mistaken identity’: Madras HC
says temple is Buddhist shrine

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,AUGUST4

A LABOURER, who came from
Bihar,waskilledandtwoothers
—also fromthestate—were in-
jured in a grenade explosion in
south Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trictonThursdayevening.
Jammu and Kashmir Police

said allegedmilitants hurled a
grenade on the labourers at
Gadoora area of Pulwama. “In
thisterrorincident,onelabourer
died and two others were in-
jured,” thepolice stated.
Thedeceasedhasbeeniden-

tified asMohammadMumtaz,
from Sakwa Parsa in Bihar. The
injuredduoareMohammadArif
and his son, Mohammad
Majbool, both residents of
Rampur inBihar,police said.
The condition of the injured

persons is stable, PTI reported,
quotingapolice spokesperson.
Militantshadsteppedupat-

tacks on outsiders earlier this
yearbuttherewasahalt insuch
targeted killings for the past
nearly twomonths.
In June, the security estab-

lishment at the highest level in
Delhihadgoneintoahuddlefol-
lowing the killing of a 29-year-
old bank manager, who came
from Rajasthan, in Kulgam. A
brickkilnworkerfromBiharwas
shotdeadbysuspectedmilitants
withinhours thesameday.
At the high-level security

meeting, UnionHomeMinister
Amit Shah, NSA Ajit Doval,
R&AW chief Samant Goel,
IntelligenceBureauheadArvind
Kumar,andother topofficialsof
theMinistryofHomeAffairsre-
viewedthesituation in J&K.
Attacks by suspectedmili-

tants in the valley this year have
mainlytargetedpolicepersonnel,
teachers,governmentemployees
and sarpanches. Last year, 182
militantsandat least35civilians
werekilledinKashmirValley.

Locked up on eve of Art 370 removal,
Mirwaiz detained for 3 years now

Mirwaiz
Umar
Farooq

HATHRAS ‘CONSPIRACY’CASE

HC refusesbail
toKappan:Can’t
rule outuseof
taintedmoney

SiddiqueKappanwas
arrestedonOct5,2020. File

Mangaluru police
order, withdraw
ban on male
pillion riders

SEC144EXTENDED

NSE phone-tapping: Pandey denied bail

Mumbai
ex-stop
copSanjay
Pandey

CASHSEIZURE

Calcutta HC junks
Jharkhand MLAs’
plea, asks CID to
continue probe

GUJARATPRIMARYSCHOOL

Primary school students boycott food cooked by
Dalits, says contractor; officials say no caste bias

Officialsattheprimaryschool inMorbiThursday.RaviMotvanit

New Delhi



10
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

MY SUBSIDY, YOUR REVDI
PMhasopenedanimportantconversationoverwasteful
spendingbetweenpeopleandtheirrepresentatives

THEREISNOdenyingthatparties,acrossthepolitical-ideologicaldivide,often
resort to promises of free or heavily subsidised goods and services in an at-
tempt to persuade the electorate.With no less than the primeminister re-
centlycallingforanendtothefree“revdi”culture, this long-runninganden-

trenchedcultureof politicalpopulism is comingunder scrutiny.Whatever theymaybe
called— subsidies, freebies or revdi — the debate is being framed by juxtaposing the
NarendraModigovernment'smodelof“newwelfarism”,whichinvolvespublicprovision
of private goods, against the provision of services such as free power by state govern-
ments suchas those ledby theAamAadmiParty. Beyond the lockingof political horns,
however, theprimeminister'swarningagainst fiscallyprofligatepolicieswhich tend to
bedrivenmorebyelectoralconcerns,echoeswidespreadconcernsover“wasteful”spend-
ing. Itcouldn'thavecomeatamoreopportunemoment—thefiscalsituationatthecen-
tral andstate levelhasbecome increasinglychallenging.
Thedebate, however, calls for thedisentangling of several issues.What is a freebie?

Is it different fromasubsidy?Are theregoodandbadsubsidies?Whodecides?The fact
is, different sections of society require different kinds of support. Moreover, states are
poised at varying levels of economicdevelopment.Whatmaybedeemedasnecessary
statesupportforthepopulationinonestatemaynotbeseeninthesamewayinanother.
Awiderconversationontheseissuesismuchneeded.Theeconomicsituationthatforms
thesettingforsuchadebateisworsening.Consider, forinstance,thepowersubsidiesex-
tendedbystategovernments.Asper a recentRBI report, given thehuge losses incurred
bypowerdistribution companies, a bailout in18 large states, structuredalong the lines
ofUDAY,wouldcost thesegovernmentsaroundRs4.3 lakhcroreor2.3per centof their
combinedGSDP.Toputthisnumberinperspective—itismorethanwhattheUniongov-
ernment spends oneducation, health or rural development. For states like TamilNadu,
MadhyaPradeshandRajasthan, thesituation isparticularlyworrisome.Abailoutof this
magnitudewill only further restrict their fiscal space. Ultimately, someone has to pay.
Becauseno freebie is really free.
Understandably,politicalparties tendtobeguidedbymoreshort-termmotives.Yet,

the freeprovisionof goods and services, guidedbypolitical imperatives, also involves a
fiscalchoice. Itcomesattheexpenseofspendingmoreonotherareassuchasroads,rail-
ways, schools or hospitals. In the end, however, these decisions are best left to elected
representatives and theelectorate. TheElectionCommissionormembers of the judici-
ary, for thematter, must resist rushing into the discursive space created by the prime
ministerbyhis interventiononthis critical issue.

RESTORING BALANCE
MaldivesPresidentSolih’svisit cameina fraughtmoment in
tiesbetweenthetwocountries.Delhimust treadcarefully

THEVISITOFtheMaldivesPresident, IbrahimSolih,toDelhigavebothsidesthe
opportunitytoreiteratetheimportanceofthebilateralrelationship.ForIndia,
which has beenMaldives's first responder for decades but saw itself being
edged out by the proximity of its previous government to Beijing, the Solih

presidency has been crucial to restoring relationswith the strategically located Indian
Ocean neighbour. For theMaldives, the realisation is acute, especially after seeing Sri
Lankabecomeconvulsedbycrisis, thatChina's largepocketsarea trapbestavoided.
Over the last four years, Indiahasprovided financial assistance for a slewof projects,

bothasgrantandincreditlines.Thebiggestofthem,the$500mGreaterMaleConnectivity
Project, was inaugurated during Solih’s visit. India also provided a further credit line of
$100mforthecompletionofunfinishedinfrastructureprojects.UnderitsNeighbourhood
Firstpolicy, aswellasSAGAR(SecurityandGrowthforAll in theRegion),defenceandse-
curityco-operationbetweenthetwocountrieshasgrown—bilaterally,aswellas incon-
certwiththeColomboSecurityConclave,agroupingofthreenationsthatisnowgrowing
toencompassotherIndianOceanandSouthAsiancountries.Thecybersecuritypactsigned
betweenthetwocountriesduringthevisitalsounderlinedconcernsovertheriseofIslamist
fundamentalisminthearchipelago.Maldivescamefacetofacewiththiswhensome300
ofitscitizensjoined ISISbackin2014.TheMaldivianpoliceblamedIslamistextremistsfor
theApril2021attempttoassassinate theformerpresident,MohamedNasheed.
The Solih government's India First policy has been a real game-changer in bilateral

ties,butkeepingwithapattern in theneighbourhood, ithashadan inevitabledomestic
political fallout.The impactof thiscannotbeunderestimated,particularly in the lightof
nextyear'spresidentialelection.Thedisruptionof theYogaDayeventinMaleshowsthe
lengths that someelements arewilling to go to in order to undermine the government
and its tieswith India. The Solih government has robustly countered former president
AbdullaYameen's“IndiaOut”campaignthathastargeteddefencetiesinparticular. Ithas
evengoneso far as tobananti-Indiaprotests. But thepressure is starting to tell, as is ev-
identfromthestatementthegovernmentissued,almostreluctantly,ontheBJPspokesper-
son's remarks on Prophet Mohammed recently. The infighting in the Maldivian
DemocraticPartywhichhaspittedSolihagainstNasheedinanunseemlybattleisalsonot
agoodsign.Against this fraughtbackground, Indiamust treadwith cautionandensure
that there isnoroomformisinterpretationof itsactions in theMaldives.

PUSH BACK IN KANSAS
Support forabortionrights in thestate isheartening—
obstacles forwomenare formidable,not insurmountable

EVENASWELTERINGsummerdaycouldn’tkeepvotersintheUSstateofKansas
indoorsastheyturnedoutinlargenumberstosupportthereproductiverights
of women. Nearly 60 per cent voters said “no” to the so-called “value them
both” amendmentwhichwould have declared that the state’s constitution

doesnotupholdtherighttoabortion.Theresultsbolsterwhatopinionpollshaveshown,
bothbeforeandsincetheJune24rulingbytheSupremeCourtof theUnitedStateswhich
overturned the historic 1973 Roe vWade judgement supporting abortion rights:Most
Americansnowbelievethatwomenshouldhaveautonomyovertheirbodies, including
in thematterof pregnancy.
TheKansaspollisthefirstelectoraltestforreproductiverightsintheUSsinceSCOTUSruled

thatabortionwasnotaprotectedrightunder theUSconstitutionandthat the issuehadto
be “returned to thepeople’s representatives”. The result has shocked “pro-lifers”whohad
lookedontherulingashavingturnedthetideintheirfavourandisallthemoreremarkable
for having comeout of a state in the conservativemidwest,whichmostly votes for the
RepublicanParty,withitsanti-choicestance.Thatabortionrightsgotmoreelectoralsupport
herethanPresidentJoeBidendidisatestamenttotheprofoundresonancethattheissueof
women’sbodilyautonomyhas,cuttingacrosstheUS’sotherwisedeeppoliticaldivides.
Several otherUSstateshaveeitheralreadychallengedabortion rightsorareprepar-

ing to challenge them in the comingmonths. To those fighting to protect these rights,
whichmostAmericanwomenhaduntilrecentlyconsideredguaranteed,theKansasvic-
tory comes as an affirmation thatwhile theobstacles before themare formidable, they
arenot insurmountable.

AnupamHazra

Thewithdrawalof thePersonalDataProtectionBill
extendsadisquieting legalvacuum

THE FLAG COMES HOME
HarGharTirangacampaignencouragesIndianstotakeownershipofthetricolour

ON WEDNESDAY, THE Minister for the
Ministry of Electronics and IT (MEITY),
Ashwini Vaishnaw,withdrew the Personal
DataProtectionBill,2019.Thereasonsforthe
withdrawalwerecirculated inanotetoMPs,
which stated that,“considering the report of
the JPC (Joint Parliamentary Committee), a
comprehensive legal framework is being
worked upon…”. The decision lays waste
yearsof labouranddeliberationona lawes-
sential for theprotectionof every Indian ina
digitisedsociety.Hence, it is importantforus
tounderstand its implicationsby first taking
intoaccountwhythePersonalDataProtection
Bill, 2019was introduced in Parliament, and
second,whether itswithdrawal is justified.
A proposal for a data protection frame-

workwasfirstconsideredin2011whenadraft
was coordinated through theMinistry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.
Alongside this, anexpert committeeheaded
by Justice (retd) A P Shah recommended in
October, 2012,“a detailed framework that
serves as the conceptual foundation for the
PrivacyAct”.Thisdidnotcometofruition,with
proposals buried by 2014 due to objections
from the intelligence establishment on sur-
veillancereforms.Whilepetitionsonthecon-
stitutionalityofAadhaarandtheright topri-
vacywerependingbeforetheSupremeCourt,
theUniongovernmentconstitutedanexpert
groupheadedbyJustice(retd)BNSrikrishna
inJuly,2017.Atthetimeoftheconstitutionof
this panel, the thenminister forMEITY, Ravi
Shankar Prasad stated that “data protection
law… will set a global benchmark.” (IE,
September 9, 2017). In August, a nine-judge
bench unanimously pronounced the
Puttaswamy judgment that reaffirmed the
fundamental right to privacy for the auton-
omy, dignity and liberty for every Indian.
JusticeDYChandrachud,who authored the
majorityopinion,notedthe formationof the
SrikrishnaCommitteeasapositiveobligation
onthegovernmenttoenactalawforinforma-
tional privacy. This buoyedhopeswhen the
reportbytheSrikrishnaCommitteewassub-
mitted in July 2018, as itwaswelcomed by
Prasad,whosaid,“Itisamonumentallawand
wewouldliketohavethewidestparliamen-
taryconsultation”.

InDecember2019,Prasadintroducedthe
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 in
Parliament. It contained changes thatwere
termed “Orwellian” by Justice Srikrishna.
Enteringaparliamentary labyrinth, thedraft
lawwasreferredtoa JPCof 30MPsthat sub-
mittedareportaftertwoyearsand78sittings
onDecember 16, 2021. The JPC report avail-
ablecontains97amendments,93recommen-
dationsandsevendissentnotes.Therewasa
cleartiltinfavourofnationalsecurityandcor-
porateprofitatthecostofacitizen-centriclaw.
Thereafter,JusticeSrikrishnaremarked,“Isaid
earlierwhenIsawthe2019draftthatitisslid-
ing into theOrwellian state, and this proves
mypoint.”Rather than fixingsuch flaws, the
Uniongovernmenthasdecidedtowithdraw
theproposalitself.Whatisobviousisapublic
policyparalysisondataprotectionwithcon-
flictingstatementsemergingfromMEITY.For
instance, as recently as February this year,
Vaishnawhadstatedthat“ourtarget(topass
the Data Protection Bill) was actually this
Budget session itself. But, definitely, by the
Monsoon Session”.With thewithdrawal in
ParliamentonAugust3,italmostseemsinsti-
tutionalprocesses,inwhichallthreebranches
ofgovernmentworkedforyears,arebeingjet-
tisoned in favour of “a comprehensive legal
framework”.Isthisjustified?Surely,withthe
exponential pace in the technology sector, a
governmentcanchangeitsmind.Whatif the
draftbillandJPCrecommendationswereaw-
ful and thegovernmentacted responsibly to
proceedwithatabularasa?
Let us first dealwith the express reason-

ingprovided to justify thewithdrawalof the
bill. That it draws support from JPC recom-
mendations.This is incorrectas thefinal rec-
ommendation by the JPC is for, “the Bill as
amended after inclusionof suggestions/rec-
ommendationmade by the committee be
passed”. The JPC has nowhere suggested a
withdrawalinfavourofa“comprehensivele-
gal framework”, but on the contrarypitched
for theBill to “bepassed”. Theproper course
was to consider the JPC’s recommendations
includingthedissentnotesandexpertanaly-
sis, redraft and introduce a newData Prote-
ctionBill.Tocleardoubtsonspecificprovisions
and build stakeholder confidence, a public

consultationcouldhavebeenorganised.
Second,with thegovernmentsetting the

goal of a one trillion dollar digital economy,
fearsof acomplianceburdencanimpedein-
novationandgrowth.Here,detailedreasoning
isavailable intheSrikrishnaCommittee’s re-
port aswell as a growing international con-
sensussuggestingthatnext-generationinno-
vation in technology needs data protection.
Just likerenewableenergyorgreenemission
norms, regulatory interventionwill improve
businesspractices requiringengineeringde-
cisionsthat focusonusertrust.
Third,with the imperfectionswithin the

Personal Data ProtectionBill, 2019 and even
theJPCreport,thereexistsareasonableargu-
ment that if passed into law, itmay institu-
tionalisebadprivacypractices.Here,seeking
changes in the lawata laterdatemaybedif-
ficult. Such a line of reasoning fails to recog-
nise that institutional memory develops
throughreasonableduediligenceandexperi-
ence. Legislative foresight is limited and no
lawisperfect,whichiswhythereexistparlia-
mentary amendments and judicial review.
Today,thereisarelentlesspaceofdigitisation
that relies on gathering personal data in all
spheresofour lives—agriculture,education,
financial records, health,welfare and labour
benefits. This is throughportals, policiesand
even laws that have beenpassed in haste. A
caseinpointisthecollectionofbiometricsam-
plesforstorageinelectronicdatabasesunder
the Criminal Procedure Identification Act,
2022 or the linking of Aadhaarwith voter
records under the Election Laws (Amen-
dment)Act, 2021.All of this isdone ina legal
vacuumwithoutanyoversightorremedy.
Finally, there is a conscious omission of

the contours of this “comprehensive legal
framework”andanytimelineassuredeither
onthefloorofParliamentorthroughanoffi-
cial statement published byMEITY. It’s rea-
sonabletoask:Whobenefitsfromfurtherde-
lay and a status quo in the unregulated
collection and exploitation of personal data
ofmillionsof Indians?

GuptaistheExecutiveDirectorandPanijar is
anAssociateCounselatthe

InternetFreedomFoundation

MORE THAN SEVEN decades ago, when
India began its journey as a newly-born
democracy based on universal adult suf-
frage,naysayerspredicteditsprematurede-
mise. A country of people distinguished
more by their differences than commonal-
itieshadalotgoingagainstit.TotheWestern
theorists, India lacked the common thread
thatwouldweavethedisparateandmostly
illiterate population into a democratic na-
tion.Suchobservationsemanatedfromthe
European nations’ tryst with nationalism,
anexperienceshapedprimarilybythe idea
of common origin, language or religion.
Indiahadnothing incommon; itsbirthwas
precededbyunprecedentedbloodshedand
religious animosity, a fact that further be-
fuddled theorists and political scientists.
However, Indiahasnotonlysurvivedtheini-
tial forebodingsbutalsothrivedasavibrant
and stable democratic nation, while its
neighbourshaveflounderednotwithstand-
ing their shared commonalities. Onemay
wonderhow Indiahasmanaged toachieve
the incredible feat.
Though there isnosingleanswer to this

question, I believe there is something dis-
tinctly Indian—about the landand itspeo-
ple—thatdefiesanyexplanation.Foraland
that believes and practises the philosophy
of “vasudhaiva kutumbakam”, a land that
whole-heartedly welcomed people from
different parts of the world for centuries,
embracing people of different origins, lan-
guages, religions and cultures is not a diffi-

cult task. However, the one thing that un-
doubtedlymadeIndiawhat it is todayisthe
peopleof thisgreatnation—theirresilience,
their aspirations and their unconditional
love for the country.
The 75th anniversary of Independence

istheopportuneoccasiontocommemorate
thegreatjourneyof Indiaanditspeople. It is
also anopportunity to renewourpledgeof
patriotism. A host of initiatives have been
undertakentocelebratetheAzadiKaAmrit
Mahotsav and one among them is the Har
GharTirangacampaign. Every Indian is en-
couragedtohoistthetricolourattheirhome
from August 13-15 tomark 75 years of in-
dependence.
The event has significance beyond the

immediate excitement it has generated. A
nation isprimarilymadeof its people,who
donotknoweachotherpersonally.Yetthey
find that theyareconnected throughan in-
visible sense of familiarity in the face of all
thevisibledissimilarities. The invisible and
abstract familiarityor connectedness takes
aconcreteforminnationalsymbolsandthe
nationalanthem.Theforemostamongthese
symbols is thenational flag.
Thenational flagcoversall the linesthat

separate one from the other and holds all
Indians together. Our relationshipwith the
tricolour, however, hasmostly been formal
or institutional. Every year, flags are cere-
moniously hoisted on Independence Day
and Republic Day. IndependenceDay cele-
brations so far lacked a personal touch and

engagement. Har Ghar Tiranga is aimed to
redefineourrelationshipwithourflag,and,
ineffect,withournationand itspast.
DuringBritish rule, thedreamof raising

ourownflagonoursoil inspiredpeople.We
havecomea longwaysince then.However,
for today’s fast-pacedsociety, anevent that
took place more than seven decades ago
mayappeartobeathingofantiquity.Today,
young people may find Gandhiji, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose or Bhagat Singh as
charactersofadistantpastcloisteredinhis-
torybooks. If theydo so, it is not their fault.
We are at fault, as we failed to narrate the
story of how Indiawonagainst themighti-
est colonial power with non-violence and
set a precedent for others to emulate. We
must ensure that thepeople of India, espe-
cially theyoungminds, learnabouttheglo-
riouspast to feel proudof theirnation.
HarGharTirangaisaimedtoachievethis

larger goal. The government plans to take
the campaign to virtually every home. The
amendmentof theFlagCodehaspavedthe
way for turning the excitement of the Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign into amassmove-
ment.Now,wecanrightfullyplaceourclaim
on our national flag. In this process, we
wouldnotonlyberememberingthecontri-
bution of Patel and Ambedkar to nation-
building but also developing a curiosity
aboutPingaliVenkayya.

Thewriter is a formerMPandNational
Secretary, BJP

Today, there is a relentless
pace of digitisation that
relies on gathering personal
data in all spheres of our
lives — agriculture,
education, financial records,
health, welfare and labour
benefits. This is through
portals, policies and even
laws that have been passed in
haste. A case in point is the
collection of biometric
samples for storage in
electronic databases under
the Criminal Procedure
Identification Act, 2022 or
the linking of Aadhaar with
voter records under the
Election Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2021. All
of this is done in a legal
vacuum without any
oversight or remedy.

National flag covers all the
lines that separate one from
the other and holds all
Indians together. Our
relationship with tri-colour,
however, has mostly been
formal or institutional.
Every year, flags are
ceremoniously hoisted on
Independence Day and
Republic Day. Independence
Day celebrations so far
lacked a personal touch and
engagement. Har Ghar
Tiranga is aimed to redefine
our relationship with our
flag, in effect, with our
nation and its past.
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Wedon’t makemovies tomakemoney, we
makemoney tomakemoremovies.

— WALT DISNEYTHEEDITORIALPAGE

FAILED HIJACKING
THE FOUR-HOUR HIJACKING of an Indian
Airlines Boeing ended uneventfully at
Amritsar’sRajasansiairportwiththehijacker,
Gurbax SinghMajitia, surrendering to the
police.Thehijackerreleasedthe126passen-
gers and three infants soon. He had de-
manded tomeet thepresidentof thedomi-
nantAkaligroup,HarchandSinghLongowal,
and themilitant Sikh leader, Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale.

ANOTHER MAGSAYSAY
INDIANCONSERVATIONISTCHANDIPrasad

Bhatt has been namedwinner of the 1982
RamonMagsaysay Award for community
leadership, the award foundation
announced. The Magsaysay Foundation
said Bhatt, 48, was selected for inspiring
and guiding a Himalayan environmental
movement called Chipko Andolan. He is
the second Indian in a week to win a
Magsaysayprize.

NARAIN SINGH DIES
TRIBHUVANNARAIN SINGH (78), a veteran
freedomfighter,parliamentarianandformer
Governor ofWest Bengal died of heart fail-
ure. Singh, a former Chief Minister of Uttar

Pradesh,diedatthePGHospital inVaranasi.

BONDED LABOUR
IN THEIR SURVEY reports to the Supreme
Court, the assistant collectors of Rewa and
Satnahaveconfirmedthe factsaboutkesari
dalanditsnexuswithbondedlabour,which
the government of India has been denying
in Parliament and the government of
MadhyaPradeshhasbeensuppressing. The
fact is that the government of Madhya
Pradesh has not issued any notification
which says how agricultural labour should
bepaid.Ithasonlyfixedtheminimumwage,
which isRs7aday, and isnotbeingpaid.

AUGUST 5, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

AparGupta and Tejasi Panijar

Who benefits from delay?
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Previous crises in Taiwan have been managed back into uneasy equilibrium. That
is the best-case scenario now and one available if an unfashionable taste for the
status quo can prevail.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

There are already precedents
of pro-planet initiatives
around the world. For
example, Denmark promotes
the use of bicycles by limiting
parking within the city centre
and providing exclusive bike
lanes. Japan has its unique
‘walk-to-school’ mandate,
which has been in practice
since the early 1950s. There
are other examples of how
people can practice
sustainable lifestyles. LiFE,
however, is planned as a first-
of-its-kind global movement,
led by India in partnership
with other countries, that
will provide the world with a
unique people-powered
platform to relentlessly focus
on bringing individual and
collective actions to the core
of the climate action
narrative.

PARTICIPATION, REPRESENTATION, DI-
VERSITY, transparency and accountabil-
ity are the bulwarks of democracy. They
are embodied in Parliament, the highest
and themost powerful panchayat in the
country. It's a platformwhere represen-
tatives of different castes, classes, reli-
gionsandregionsdebate,discussandde-
liberateupontheburning issues facedby
thenation.But theprestigeof this institu-
tion diminishes every time amember is
suspended from theHouse.
AnMP represents an average of 16.5

lakh citizens. Every time an MP is sus-
pended, the voice of 16.5 lakh citizens is-
n't heard in Parliament for the period of
suspension.Lastweek,23RajyaSabhaMPs
and four LokSabhaMPs representingdif-
ferentoppositionpartiesweresuspended
by the two chairs of the Houses. In other
words, almost 4.5 crore Indianswere not
represented in parliamentary debates. Is
wanting a debate on inflation, GST hikes,
andmisgovernance—issuesthatconcern
the commonperson—acrime?
AmongthosesuspendedincludeAam

Aadmi Party Rajya Sabha MPs, Sanjay
Singh, Sushil Gupta and this writer, and
IndependentMP Ajit Bhuyan. Singh and
GuptarepresentDelhi in theRajyaSabha,
this writer represents Punjab while
Bhuyanis fromAssam.AAPhasthreeMPs
from Delhi and seven from Punjab and
theparty is among the sharpest critics of
thegovernment.Alongwithotheroppo-
sition parties, it has demanded a debate
onGST hike, inflation, and deaths due to
consumption of spurious liquor in
Gujarat. But the Opposition’s voice was
notheard. TheMPs fromoppositionpar-
tiesenteredthe“well”of theHouse inthe
hope that with the cameras focusing on
them, theywouldbeheard. But thatwas
not to be. After suspending 19MPs for a
week, the Rajya Sabha chairperson sus-
pended AAP’s Sanjay Singh, describing
hisdemand foradebateover theGujarat
government’s failures as “unruly behav-
iour”. The next day Sushil Gupta, Ajit
Bhuyanand thiswriterwere suspended,
again for “unruly behaviour”.
It is anMP’s job to raise “fundamental

issues” that affect the people — deaths
due to spurious liquor, for instance. And,
it is the government’s job to answer.
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiandHome
Minister Amit Shah—both of whomare
from Gujarat — should have joined the
debateandansweredqueriesonhowthe
liquor tragedy happened in Gujarat de-
spite it being a dry state.

Singh had given a notice under Rule
267 to set aside theUpperHouse's listed
business of the day to discuss the issue.
Buthedidnot receiveanyanswer. In fact,
the chair of the Rajya Sabha hasn’t ap-
proved a single notice under Rule 267
sincehe assumedhis ex-officio position.
An MP can be suspended if the chair

has a good enough reason to warrant
such an action. The question is: Did the
MPs do anything “uncommon”? Not re-
ally. Our Parliament has a culture of
OppositionMPs entering thewell of the
Housewhentheparty inpowerdoesnot
hear them out. That is perhaps the only
effective method of dissent inside the
House. The moment an Opposition MP
raises their voice, the mike is turned off
and the frame of the broadcast is shifted
totheSpeakeror therulingpartyMPssit-
ting “decently”, to build a perception of
drama. Leftwithnochoice, theMPhas to
enter thewell of theHouse to let the cit-
izens know that he did try.
Historically, MPs have raised slogans

and displayed placards. The BJP has had a
history of protests and disrupting parlia-
mentsessionswhileinOpposition.In2010,
whenthe2GandCWGscamcontroversies
wererife, thepartyprotestedsessionafter
session. Its then Leader of Opposition, the
late SushmaSwaraj said, “it is the govern-
ment's job to run Parliament, not that of
theOpposition”.Shehadalsofamouslyre-
marked,“NotallowingParliamenttofunc-
tion is also a form of democracy, like any
other form.” But in office, the current BJP
seemsverydifferent fromthepartyof the
late Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a parliamentar-
ianextraordinaireandapolishedorator. It
avoidsdebate.
TheLokSabha, asof July22,hasapro-

ductivity of 15 per cent and the Rajya
Sabha 23 per cent, as per PRS data. The
government uses this data to spin the
narrativeof theOppositionnot lettingthe
House run. But actually, it uses any op-
portunity toavoiddebate.Every timethe
chair suspendsthebusinessof theHouse,
the government gets a chance to deflect
the questions of theOpposition.
What we are witnessing today is the

BJP’s fear of transparency, disregard for
accountability and short-sightedness to
diversity.Byavoidingdebate, theBJPgov-
ernmentseemstobeshowingdisrespect
to the public. By adjourning Parliament
under the ruse of “ruckus” by the
Opposition, the party in office is running
away from answering critical questions.
The BJP might believe that running
Parliamentwithbruteforceisaneasyway
out,buttheparty isdamagingdemocracy.
The practice of suppressing the voice of
theOppositionby suspensionmust stop.
The government must let Parliament do
what it is meant to do: Debate and hold
the government to account.

Thewriter is a AAPMember of Rajya
Sabha fromPunjab

INTHEMIDSTof aglobalclimatecrisis, and
as Indiagetscloser tohostingtheG20pres-
idency, it is important to recognise our
country’s leadershipatbothendsof thecli-
matedebate:Bywalkingthetalkonourcli-
matecommitmentsaswellas leadingpeo-
ple-powered climate action. In November
2021, at the CoP 26 in Glasgow, Prime
MinisterNarendraModi, in addition toan-
nouncing the panchamrit, or five climate-
related commitments of the country, also
articulated the conceptof “Lifestyle for the
Environment” (LiFE) — advocating for
“mindfulanddeliberateutilisation”bypeo-
ple worldwide, instead of “mindful and
wasteful consumption”.
There is unequivocal evidence that the

Earth’s temperature is risingexponentially,
withmultiple threats around theworld. It
has been estimated that the global econ-
omycouldloseupto18percentofGDP,and
Indiacould lose$6trillionby2050 if nocli-
mate action is taken. In India alone, more
than 50 per cent of our largely ruralwork-
forcewill benegativelyaffectedbyclimate
change.Foodandwatersecurityarealready
threatened across theworld due to the cli-
mate crisis. Clearly, climate change can no
longerbeanafter-thoughttotheglobalde-
velopment agenda.
Over the last two decades,many coun-

trieshaveattemptedpoliciesandactionsto
addressclimatechange.However, thepos-
itive impactthat individualandcommunity
behaviours can have on climate action has
remained under realised. According to the
United Nation Environment Programme
(UNEP), if one billion people out of the
global population of close to eight billion
adopteco-friendlybehaviours intheirdaily
lives, global carbon emissions could drop
by approximately 20 per cent. Such eco-
friendlybehaviours includeturningoffACs,
heaters and lightswhen not in use, as this,
for instance, can conserve up to 282 kilo-
watts of electricity per day. Avoiding food
wastage can reduce an individual’s carbon
footprint by 370 kg per year. Reducing one
flighttripperyearcanreducepercapitacar-
bonemissions by700 to2,800kg.
Individual behaviour, therefore, has

enormous potential to make a significant
dent intheclimateconundrum.There isan
urgentneedfor individualstotranscendge-
ographical, social and economic bound-
aries, and come together as a global com-
munitytotackletheclimatecrisis. Indiacan
lead the global climate debate by nudging
theworld towardsanewmodelof sustain-
able and inclusive development through
the Lifestyle for the Environment (LiFE)
movement.
LiFE was launched on June 5, 2022,

WorldEnvironmentDay,byPMModi,with
avisionofharnessingthepowerof individ-
ual and collective action across the world
to address the climate crisis. The objective
of the movement is to nudge individuals
andcommunities toadoptsimpleandspe-
cific climate-friendly behaviours in their
daily lifestyles. For instance, an individual

can carry a reusable cloth bag instead of a
plasticbag;orwalkshortdistances instead
of driving; or turn off electrical appliances
from the sources when not in use; or pri-
oritise public transport wherever possible
and take other similar actions. By making
suchdailyactionsanintegralpartofourcol-
lective social norms, LiFEaims toactivate a
global community of “Pro Planet People”
and steer the world towards a sustainable
model of development.
There are already precedents of pro-

planet initiatives around theworld. For ex-
ample, Denmarkpromotes theuse of bicy-
cles by limiting parking within the city
centre and providing exclusive bike lanes.
Japanhasitsunique“walk-to-school”man-
date, which has been in practice since the
early 1950s. There are other examples of
how people can practice sustainable
lifestyles.LiFE,however, isplannedasafirst-
of-its-kindglobalmovement, ledbyIndiain
partnershipwith other countries, that will
provide the world with a unique people-
powered platform to relentlessly focus on
bringingindividualandcollectiveactionsto
the coreof the climateactionnarrative.
In many ways, Prime Minister Modi’s

LiFEmovementcanbecomeatippingpoint
in theclimatecrisisdebate, compellingthe
world to:
Consume responsibly: Sustainable liv-

ing and comfortable living are mistakenly
perceivedtobecompetitors.Theprevailing
perceptionthatclimate-friendlybehaviour
necessarily implies a frugal lifestyle has
played amajor role in preventing popula-
tions worldwide from adopting a sustain-
able lifestyle. LiFE plans to methodically
breakdownthismentalmodelbynudging
the world to consume responsibly, rather
than consuming less. Building on the
unique insights from India’s recent jan an-
dolans such as the Swachh BharatMission
(SBM),LiFEwilldeployarangeof testedbe-
havioural techniques, includingnudges, so-
cialandbehaviourchangecommunication
andnorminfluencingtomakemindfulcon-

sumption amassmovement.
Produceresponsibly:Oursocietyreflects

ourmarkets and vice versa. If sustainable
choices arenot supported from the supply-
side, any change in our consumption pat-
ternswillonlybetemporary.Whilepolicies
andregulations can incentivise thesustain-
ability market to a limited extent, a long-
term and stable shift inwhat and how the
marketsupplieswillhavetobetriggeredby
what the consumers demand. By nudging
the consumption patterns of the society at
scale, LiFE can also trigger a huge boost for
the sustainabilitymarket. Several green in-
dustriesandalargenumberof jobsarelikely
tobeinitiatedasapositiveexternalityofLiFE.
Liveresponsibly:TheCovidpandemic is

a wake-up call to all of us that no matter
howmuchtechnologicalprogresswemake
as a global society, we all remain at the
mercyof thenaturalworld.Asaglobalcom-
munity of people with a shared natural
world,athreattooneisathreattoall. Inthis
context, through its multi-dimensional,
multi-culturalandglobalapproach, theLiFE
movement can play a pivotal role in not
merely reversing the effects of climate
changebut, at a broader level,mainstream
aharmonious andmindfulway of living—
a staple of Indian culture and tradition,
practisedby its people over centuries.
As theworldmoves in fits and starts to-

wardsitssharedcommitmenttoachieveam-
bitiousclimategoals,thetimeisripeforIndia
to lead theLiFEmovementandmainstream
it into the climate narrative.Wewill soon
complete75yearsof Independencetomove
into an era of atmanirbhartha. Further, by
December, Indiawillassumethepresidency
of theG20—agroupthatcovers60percent
of the global population, 80 per cent of the
globalGDPand75percentofglobalexports.
This puts us in a pole position to shape the
global developmentmodel. LiFE could ar-
guablybecometheveryheartof thatmodel.

Thewriter is CEONiti Aayog.
Viewsare personal

The fear of
debate

WHAT COMES NEXT?
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Pelosi
queers pitch’ (IE, August 4). The recent
visit to Taiwan made by US House
Speaker, Nancy Pelosi, has added new
strategic dimensions tonortheast Asia.
Pelosi’stripisadirectchallengetotheau-
thorityofXiJinping.Taiwancouldfacese-
riousthreatsinthedaysahead,especially
ifBeijingdecidestomoveagainstTaiwan-
controlled islands like Kinmen and
Matsu.Chinashouldbeawareoftheout-
comeofanattackonTaiwanseeingwhat
theRussian invasionof Ukrainehas led
to.Also,Taiwan’svast,cutting-edgesemi-
conductorindustryisitsbestdefenceto-
day.AnattackonTaiwanwouldresultin
serious global industrial disruption and
turnglobal opinionagainst China. India
too, facingChineseaggression,hasbeen
cautious while developing ties with
Taiwan.WithChina’sgrowingaggression,
astrategicpartnershipbetweenIndiaand
Taiwanneedstobeexplored.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

FAULTY SYSTEM
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Whofailed
Bengal's students?’ ( IE, August 4).
Discussionsaboutthecorruption,polit-
ical violence or the erosion of demo-
craticnormsinWestBengal'seducation
system reference to the Left Front gov-
ernment’scomplicity.Suchanalysismit-
igates the TMC regime’s culpability.
Because of Mamata Banerjee’s relent-
less drive for anOpposition-free state,
colleges and universities all overWest
Bengalhaveonlyonestudentbodysince
2011:TheTrinamoolChhatraParishad.
Thismakes for a faulty system that en-
ables malgovernance. It is clear that

Mamata Banerjee's government has
been involved in every scam that has
plaguedWestBengalsince2011. Itmust
beheldaccountable.

SusobhanSarkar,Kolkata

IN PUBLIC INTEREST
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘No
cheers for Delhi’ (IE, August 2). The
rollingbackof thenewliquorpolicyby
the Delhi government following star-
tlingdisclosuresof illegalcommissions
is a welcome move towards course
correction. Castigating the govern-
mentongrounds that itwould lead to
losses forprivatevendors isn’tcorrect,
especially when there were several
chinks in its earlier policy. The move
shouldbehailedas onetakenin larger
public interest.

RaviMathur,Noida

WHAT WE NEED
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Cropsof
last resort’ (IE, August 4). While con-
fronting the challenges in production
ofpulses,oneshouldnotforgetthene-
cessity and advantages of pulses.
Farmers resorting to alternatives for
more remunerative prices is under-
standable, butalsoworrying. Farmers
opting for short-durationpulsesneed
urgentpolicy interventiontowardsde-
privedkharidcropssoastoencourage
its growth. Lack of awareness on crop
management and technological con-
straints affect the pulse production.
The pulses sector needs a long-term
policy that includes production, pro-
cessing, consumption and trade.
RoshnalSunilaParichha,NaviMumbai

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THERBI’S LATEST Financial Stability Report
(FSR)hasgiventhebankingsystemareason-
ably clean bill of health. It’s a significant
achievement, considering the stress of the
previous decade, the shock of the pandemic
andtheassociatedslowdownoftheeconomy.
However, the improvement in banks’ finan-
cialsisaglasshalf-fullpicture.Itisstillunclear
whether the banking system is healthy
enoughtoprovidethesustainedcreditgrowth
neededforastrongeconomicrecovery.
Twokeyindicatorsdemonstratethebank-

ingsystem’sprogress.Successivewavesofre-
capitalisation have given banks enough re-
sourcestowriteoffmostoftheirbadloans.As
a result, they have been able to bring down
theirgrossNPAs(non-performingloans)from
11percentoftotaladvancesin2017-18to5.9
percentin2021-22.NPAsforindustrialcredit
have been reduced evenmore dramatically,
from23 per cent to 8.4 per cent. Even after
theselargewrite-offs,mostbanksretaincom-
fortable levelsof capital.
Thisfinancialturnaroundhasgivenbanks

thespacetoresumetheirbusinessofextend-
ing credit. During the decadewhen banks
were under stress, non-food bank credit
growthhadbeendeclining,reachingjust6per
cent in 2020, its lowest point in six decades.
Sincethen,creditgrowthhasnearlydoubled.
These are the visible signs of a healthier

banking system.However, the broad aggre-
gates conceal aworrisome picture, raising
questionsabouttherolebankcreditwillplay

in supporting GDP growth. The problem is
that very little of this credit is going to large-
scale industryorfor financinginvestment.
Consider first the sectoral distribution of

credit. Over the last decade, banks have in-
creasinglyshiftedawayfromprovidingcredit
toindustry,favouringinsteadlendingtocon-
sumers. Consequently, the share of industry
in total banking credit has declined from43
percentin2010to30percentin2020,while
thatofconsumerloanshasincreasedfrom19
percentto29percent.Thistrendiscontinu-
ing— in the year endingMarch 2022, con-
sumer loans grew at 13 per cent, whereas
loanstoindustrygrewatjust8percent.
Bulk of the industry loans has been ex-

tendedto thesmaller firms (MSMEs),which
benefittedfromthecreditguaranteescheme
offeredbythegovernmentinthewakeofthe
pandemic. Loangrowth forMSMEswentup
from3percentin2020to31percentin2022.
In contrast, lending to large industries has
been stagnant in nominal terms during the
last two years, implying that it has declined
sharplyinreal terms.
A related problem is that there has been

little lending for private sector investment.
Over the lastoneyear, bank lending to infra-
structurehasgrownby9percent,up from3
percent in2020,but thiswas fuelledmainly
by public sector capital expenditure.
Meanwhile,muchofthelendingtoprivatein-
dustryhasbeenintheformofworkingcapi-
talloans,necessitatedbytheincreaseincom-

modityprices,whichhasledtoasharprisein
thecostofholdinginventories.
Whyistheresolittlelendingforinvestment

bylargefirms?Bothdemandandsupplyside
factors seem to be atwork. On the demand
side,privatesectorinvestmenthasbeenslug-
gishfornearlyadecade.Theboom-and-bustof
themid-2000shadsaddledfirmswithexcess
capacity, giving them little reason to expand
their production facilities. In addition, the
global financial crisishadshownthedangers
of ambitious expansion supportedbyexces-
siveborrowing,leadingfirmstoconcludethat
itwouldbeprudent to scale back their plans
andinsteadfocusonreducingtheirdebts.
On the supply side, banks have learned

similar lessons. During the period 2004-
2009, rapidGDPgrowth in the Indianecon-
omywasfuelledbyanunprecedentedlend-
ingboom.Creditdoubledwithinthespanof
a fewyears,primarilyonthebackof lending
tolargeinfrastructureprojects.Subsequently,
many of those loans turned bad, leading to
high levels of NPAs on bank balance sheets.
Asaresultofthesefinancialproblems,banks
for adecadewereunable toextendmuch in
thewayofcredit.Evenwhentheirhealthim-
proved, they remainedwary of lending to
large-scale industrialprojects,preferringin-
stead to shift to smaller-scale and less risky
consumer lending.
This situationof riskaversionon thepart

offirmsandbankshasnotchangedpercepti-
blyduringthepostpandemicrecovery.

Onthepositiveside,firmsseemtohavefi-
nallyusedupmuchoftheirsparecapacity.But
on thenegative side, the fundamental prob-
lems that led to the difficulties of the past
decade still have not been resolved. There is
stillnoframeworkthatwillreducetheriskof
private sector investment in infrastructure,
certainly not in the critical and highly trou-
bled power sector. Nor is there any reassur-
anceforthebanksthatifproblemsdodevelop,
theycanberesolvedexpeditiously, since the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code has been
plaguedbydelaysandotherproblems.Now,
heightened globalmacroeconomic uncer-
tainty,growinggeopoliticaltensionsandun-
certain recovery prospects of the domestic
economyarelikelytomakemattersworse.
Inotherwords,ahealthybalancesheetof

thebankingsectorisanecessarybutnotasuf-
ficient condition for economic growth. The
important question is whether banks and
firmswillonceagainbewillingtotakeonthe
riskof investmentinindustryandinfrastruc-
ture.Andthisseemsunlikelyunlessthereare
deep structural reforms— to the infrastruc-
ture framework, the resolutionprocess, and
indeed, intheriskmanagementprocessesat
thebanksthemselves.Intheeventthatthese
reforms do notmaterialise, theremay con-
tinuetobeshortfallsincredit,investment,and
ultimatelyineconomicrecoveryandgrowth.

Thewriter isAssociateProfessor
ofEconomics, IGIDR

Playing it safe

Breathing LiFE into it
ParliamenthasbecomeavictimofBJP'shigh-
handedness,MPsarenowsuspendedfor
merely raising issuesofpublic interest

Conceptof ‘Lifestyle for theEnvironment’enunciatedbyPMModiharnesses thepowerof individual
andcollectiveactionacross theworld toaddress theclimatecrisis

Rajeswari Sengupta

CR Sasikumar

Balancesheetshaveimprovedbutbanksareunlikelytofundinvestments

Parameswaran Iyer

Sandeep Pathak
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TO BAN COAL MINE

AUSTRALIATOPROTECTBARRIERREEF
Australia’s new government announced on Thursday it plans to prevent devel-
opment of a coal mine due to the potential impact on the nearby Great Barrier
Reef .UNESCO is considering downgrading the Great Barrier Reef’s World
Heritage status mainly because rising ocean temperatures are killing coral.

UK

Secondsurvey
showsTruss
aheadofSunak
London: A new survey of
members of the govern-
ing Conservative Party
shows Foreign Secretary
LizTrussisfirmlyaheadof
rival Rishi Sunak in the
race to replace Boris
Johnson as the British
PrimeMinister. The sur-
vey onWednesday night
bytheConservativeHome
websitefoundthat58per
cent of those polled back
Truss.Sunakwasfoundto
havethesupportof26per
cent, while 12 per cent
were undecided. Sunak
on thursday said the
country’s next govern-
mentmust deal with in-
flationratherthanriskex-
acerbating it. “The Bank
has acted today and it is
imperativethatanyfuture
government grips infla-
tion, not exacerbates it,"
Sunaksaid. AGENCIES

RishiSunakgot26%
votewhileTrussgot
58%. Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

NEPAL

Generalelections
tobeheldon
November20
Kathmandu: Nepal will
holdgeneralelectionsina
singlephaseonNovember
20 as proposed by the
Election Commission, a
Cabinetmeeting headed
by Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba decided
on Thursday, putting an
end to speculation that
polls could be postponed
to February. The ruling
coalitiongovernmentan-
nounced the dates for
polls for the House of
Representatives and the
ProvincialAssemblyelec-
tions.Asperthelatestan-
nouncement, both the
electionswill be held on
November 20 in a single
phase. PTI

SOUTHAFRICA

1stdeathcausally
linkedtoCovid
vaccinereported
Johannesburg: South
Africa’s health regulator
reported on Thursday a
causal link between the
deathofanindividualand
Johnson & Johnson’s
Covid-19vaccine, the first
timesuchadirect linkhas
beenmadeinthecountry.
Thepersonpresentedwith
rareneurologicaldisorder
Guillain-Barre Syndrome
soonafterbeinggivenJ&J’s
vaccine, after which the
personwasputonaventi-
latorandlaterdied,scien-
tistssaid.“Atthetimeofill-
ness,noothercauseforthe
syndrome couldbeidenti-
fied,” ProfessorHannelie
Meyer said. The person’s
ageandotherdetailswere
notdisclosed. REUTERS

BENDOOLEY
&HISAKOUENO
TOKYO,AUGUST4

ITWAS the spring of 2021, and
demand for new carswas spik-
ing. But, as consumers, flush
withsavingsamassedduringthe
pandemic,rushedtodealerships
around theworld, one Japanese
automaker after another idled
production as they waited for
importsofacriticalcomponent:
semiconductors.
Coronavirus outbreaks had

shut down chip plants, and an
unanticipated surge in demand

for electronics frompeople rid-
ing out the pandemic at home
hadconstrainedsupplies.Nissan
alone predicted a cut in output
of half amillionvehicles.
Thechipshortfall—ablowto

“thehead”ofJapan’seconomy,in
thewordsofYoshihiroSeki,alaw-
makerwho leads a study group
on semiconductors—woke up
thecountry to the fragilityof the
supply chains that undergird its
most important industries.
That has driven a broad re-

consideration of how Japan can
protect itseconomy,theworld’s
third largest, against both un-
foreseen economic shocks like

thepandemicandloomingrisks
liketherisingtensionsbetween
theUnitedStatesandChina.
The reconsideration covers

anarrayofsectors, includingen-
ergy, but semiconductors are
among the top concerns. To in-
creaseproduction, the Japanese
governmentisinvestingbillions
ofdollarsinitsdomesticchipin-
dustryandprovidingenormous
subsidiesforjointventureswith
companies from Taiwan, a cru-
cialsemiconductorsupplier,and
fromtheUnitedStates.
In a breakwith its past eco-

nomic nationalism, it is also
seeking to formacoalitionwith

allies such as theUS and the EU
tobuildasemiconductorsupply

chain that is less geographically
concentratedandsobetterinsu-

lated fromdisasters andgeopo-
litical instability.“Theerawhere
theworldisatpeaceanditdoes-
n’t matter who supplies our
semiconductors is over,” said
KazumiNishikawa,adirectorat
Japan’s Ministry of Economy,
Tradeand Industry, orMETI.
For both Japan, once the

world’s largest chipmaker, and
theUnitedStates,thebirthplace
ofthesemiconductor,adecades-
longerosionoftheirchipmaking
capacities has left themplaying
catch-up. Last week, Congress
passed a huge industrial policy
bill that included $52 billion in
subsidiesandincentivestorevi-

talize theU.S. chip industry.
The new efforts are seen in

bothcountriesascritical toeco-
nomic and national security as
China expands its share of the
chip market and takes an in-
creasinglyaggressivestanceto-
wardTaiwanthatraisestherisk
of disruptions to the flow of
chips made there.Last month,
Japan’s government also an-
nounced that it would provide
nearly $690 million to a joint
venture between Kioxia, a
Japanese company, and the
American firmWestern Digital
to upgrade a chip facility in the
western regionof Kansai. NYT

COUNTRY IS SPENDING BILLIONS TO REVITALISE DOMESTIC PRODUCTION

Japan once led the world in microchips, now it’s racing to catch up

TheTaiwanesecompanyTSMCmakesmorethan90%of the
world’smostadvancedsemi-conductorchips.NYT

FuriousChina firesmissiles intowaters
offTaiwancoast, some landnearJapan

REUTERS
SEOUL,AUGUST4

US HOUSE of Representatives
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and her
South Korean counterpart
vowed on Thursday to support
deterrence against North Korea
andachieveitsdenuclearisation.
“Both sides expressed con-

cernsabout thediresituationof
North Korea’s growing threat,"
Pelosi and South Korea’s
NationalAssemblySpeakerKim
Jin-pyosaid ina joint statement
aftermeeting inSeoul.
“Weagreedtosupporttheef-

forts of the two governments to
achieve practical denuclearisa-
tionandpeace through interna-
tional cooperation and diplo-
matic dialogue, based on the
strongandextendeddeterrence
against the North.” Pelosi also
saidsheandKimdiscussedways
toboostcooperationonregional

security and economic and cli-
mate issues. Pelosi arrived in
SouthKorea late onWednesday
followingabriefstopinself-ruled
TaiwantothefuryofChina.

Taiwansaysactionirresponsible,asksChinatoexerciserestrain;drillstorunthroughSunday

PLAMILITARYDRILLSAFTERPELOSIVISITTOTAIPEI

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KEELUNG, AUGUST4

CHINA CONDUCTED “precision
missile strikes” Thursday in the
Taiwan Strait and in thewaters
offtheeasterncoastofTaiwanas
part of military exercises that
haveraisedtensionsintheregion
totheirhighest level indecades.
Chinaearlierannouncedthat

militaryexercisesbyitsnavy,air
force and other departments
wereunderwayinsixzonessur-
roundingTaiwan,whichBeijing
claims as its own territory to be
annexedby force if necessary.
Five of themissiles fired by

ChinalandedinJapan’sExclusive
EconomicZoneoffHateruma,an
islandfarsouthofJapan’smainis-
lands,JapaneseDefenceMinister
NobuoKishi said. He said Japan
protestedthemissile landingsto
China as “serious threats to
Japan’snational securityandthe
safetyof theJapanesepeople.”
Chinafiredlong-rangeexplo-

sive projectiles, the Eastern
TheaterCommandofthePeople’s
Liberation Army, the ruling
CommunistParty’smilitarywing,
said.Italsosaiditcarriedoutmul-
tiple conventional missile
launches in three areas in the
easternwaters off Taiwan. “All
missileshitthetargetaccurately,”
theEasternTheatersaid .
Taiwan’s Defence Ministry

saidittrackedthefiringofChinese
Dongfeng seriesmissiles begin-
ningaround1.56p.m.Thursday.It
latersaid itcounted11Dongfeng
missilesinthewatersinthenorth,
eastandsouth. Theministrysaid
itscrambledjetstowarnaway22
Chinese fighter aircraft that
crossedtheTaiwanStraitmedian
line into itsairdefencezone, and
said troops fired flares late on
Thursday to drive away four
dronesabove Kinmenislands.
TaiwanesePresidentTsaiIng-

wen criticised the drills saying
China “destroyed the status quo
and violated our sovereignty”
with its “irresponsible actions.”
SheurgedChinatobe“reasonable
andrestrained.”“Wearecalmand
notimpulsive,reasonableandnot
provocative. Butwewill also be
firmandnotbackdown,”shesaid.

Footageof amissilebeing launchedfromanunspecified location inChinaonThursday.AP

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
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THEUS drone strike that killed
Ayman al-Zawahiri has raised
questionsoverPakistan’spossible
role intheraidamidreportssug-
gestingthatthecountry’sairspace
couldhavebeenusedforcarrying
outtheprecisionstrikeontheal-
Qaedachief’ssafehouseinKabul.
Theattackhasledtospeculationif
Pakistaniairspacewasusedbythe
CIAdronetoattackZawahiri.
“A US drone flew into

Afghanistan from thedirection
of the Gulf region - assuming
Pak hasn’t given bases yet (un-
less this govt has done so
covertly) - but flewoverwhich
country’s airspace? Iran does
not give any airspace rights to
US so was Pak airspace used?”
seniorPakistanTehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Shireen Mazari
tweeted after somemedia re-
ports that the US drone was
possibly launched from an air-
base inKyrgyzstan.
Reportsclaimthattheattack

was launched from Ganci
Airbase, a US transit facility at
Manas in northern Kyrgyzstan.
TheBidenadministration,how-
ever, is still refusing to disclose
where the drone take-off from
andwhat route itused.
Michael Kugelman, a

scholar of South Asian affairs
at the Wilson Center,
Washington, said that the

drone strike has generated
“lotsof discussion” . “Thegeog-
raphy doesn't lie. If this drone
was launched from a US base
in the Gulf, it wouldn't be able
to fly over Iran. Flying over
Central Asia is circuitous and
hard topull off if you'reunder-
taking a rapid operation. This
leavesPakistani airspaceas the
mostdesirableoption,"hesaid.

KILLINGOFZAWAHIRI

Ayman
al-Zawahiri
waskilled in
Kabul

Kabul: The Taliban on
Thursdaysaidthegovern-
menthadnoinformation
about al-Qaeda leader
Ayman al-Zawahiri "en-
teringandliving"inKabul
and warned the US to
neverrepeatanattackon
Afghansoil. "Thegovern-
ment and the leadership
wasn’t aware of what is
being claimed, nor any
trace there," Suhail
Shaheen, the designated
Taliban representative to
theUNsaid. REUTERS

UNAWAREOF ZAWAHIRI
PRESENCE:TALIBAN

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
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PAKISTAN PRIME Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
lamentedthatthecash-strapped
countrywas “economically en-
slaved” by the International
MonetaryFund(IMF)evenafter
75yearsof independence.
“What have we done since

our independence in the last 75
yearswhenweareeconomically
enslavedbytheIMF?”thePrime
Minister questioned during his
visit to a flood-affected area in
Peshawar city of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwaprovince.
The new government has

slashed a raft of subsidies to
meet the demands of global fi-
nancialinstitutions,butrisksthe
wrath of an electorate already
struggling under theweight of
double-digit inflation.

Elections likely by Oct
Pakistan’s election commission
ispreparingtoholdgeneralelec-
tionsbyOctober,oneyearahead
of schedule, according to ame-
diareportonThursday.TheECof
Pakistanhascompletedthework
ofdelimitationofconstituencies
TheExpressTribune reported.

Pak enslaved by IMF; economy
dependent on lender: Shehbaz

REUTERS
KHIMKI, AUGUST4

A RUSSIAN court sentenced US
basketballstarBrittneyGrinerto
nineyearsinprisononThursday
after findingher guilty of delib-
erately bringing cannabis-in-
fusedvapecartridgesintoRussia,
a ruling that US President Joe
Bidencalled“unacceptable.”
Griner was escorted out of

the courtroom in handcuffs by
policeaftertheruling,turningto
reportersandsaying: “I lovemy
family”. Griner, a two-time
Olympic gold medallist and a
Women's National Basketball
Association(WNBA)star,wasar-
restedinmid-Februaryasshear-
rived to play for a Russian side
during theWNBAoffseason.
Her sentencing could now

pave the way for a US.-Russia

prisoner swap that would in-
clude the 31-year-old athlete
andanimprisonedRussianwho
wasonceaprolific armsdealer.
Before the verdict, she tear-

fully pleaded with a Russian
judgenotto“endherlife”witha
harshprisonsentence.Thecourt
also finedher1million roubles.
Biden called onRussia to re-

leaseGrinerandsaidhisadmin-
istrationwouldcontinuetowork
for her release. “It’s unaccept-
able, and I call on Russia to re-
leaseher immediately.”
Griner’s lawyers said they

wouldappeal theverdict.

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
WASHINGTON,AUGUST4

THE US authorities are investi-
gating claims of human rights
activists that turbans of nearly
50 Sikh asylum seekers were
confiscated after theywere de-
tainedalongtheMexicanborder,
according tomedia reports.
According to human rights

activists,nearly50Sikhmigrants
have had their religious head-
geartakenawaybyBorderPatrol
agentsrecently.“Wetakeallega-
tions of this nature seriously,”
Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) Commissioner Chris
Magnus said in a statement to
ABCNewsonWednesday.
Magnus said the agency im-

mediatelybegantakingsteps to
address the allegations, which
were raised in June.
“Our expectation is that CBP

treatsallmigrantsweencounter
withrespect.Aninternalinvesti-
gation has been opened to ad-
dress thismatter,”hesaid.
Earlier this week, the

American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) wrote to the CBP
Commissioner,urgingofficialsto
stopconfiscatingturbansofSikh
asylum-seekers.“Wewritetoin-
formyouofongoing, seriousre-
ligious-freedomviolationsinthe
Yuma Border Patrol Sector,
whereyouragentsareconfiscat-
ing turbans fromSikh individu-
als during asylum processing,”
ACLUwrote.
However, the letter did not

mention thenationalitiesof the
Sikhmigrants. Lawyer Vanessa
Pineda, of the ACLU of Arizona,
told the BBC that no proper ex-
planation has been given about
what- if any-securityconcerns
a turbancould raise.

US probes claims
of turban seizure
of 50 Sikh
migrants along
Mexican borderTHENEWYORKTIMES

AUGUST4

ASMONKEYPOX continues to
surge in the US, the Biden ad-
ministration plans to declare a
public health emergency, per-
haps as soon as Thursday, ac-
cordingtoafederalofficialfamil-
iarwith thediscussions.
Thedeclarationwould signal

thattheoutbreaknowrepresents
a threat toAmericans and set in
motionavarietyofmeasuresde-
visedtoturnthetide.Itwouldgive
federalagenciesthepowertoex-
pedite vaccines anddrugs, to ac-
cessfundingandtohireadditional
workerstohelpmanagetheout-
break,which began inMay. The
WHOdeclared a global health
emergency on July 23. As of
Wednesday,theUShadrecorded
7,000cases,withthehighestrates
per capita inWashington, New
YorkandGeorgia.

Monkeypox: US
to declare health
emergency

REUTERS
KYIV/WASHINGTON,AUGUST4

UKRAINESAIDRussiahadstarted
creating amilitary strike force
aimed at President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’shometownofKryvyi
Rih,whileNATOmovedcloserto
itsmost significant expansion in
decadesas theallianceresponds
totheinvasionofUkraine.
TheUSSenateandtheItalian

Parliament both approved on
Wednesday Finland and
Sweden’s accession to the 30-
member North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO). Under
NATOmembership,whichmust
be ratified by all 30 member
states,anattackononemember
isanattackagainstall.
“This historic vote sends an

important signal of the sus-
tained, bipartisan US commit-
ment to NATO, and to ensuring
ourAlliance ispreparedtomeet
the challenges of today and to-

morrow,”USPresidentJoeBiden
said inastatement.
Zelenskyy this week de-

scribed the pressure his armed
forceswereunderintheDonbas
region in eastern Ukraine as
“Hell”. He spoke of fierce fight-
ingaroundthetownofAvdiivka
andthe fortifiedvillageof Pisky,
where Kyiv has acknowledged

itsRussianfoe's"partialsuccess"
in recentdays.
The Ukrainianmilitary said

onThursdayRussian forceshad
mountedatleasttwoassaultson
Pisky but that its troops had
managed to repel them. Some
unverified reports suggest that
Russian-backed forces have
reachedPisky'soutskirts.

Russianshelling inMykolaiv,Ukraine,onWednesday. AP

Ukraine warns of new Russian offensive;
Sweden, Finland edge close to NATO seat
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■ Japansaysfivemissilesby
Chinahavelandedinits
exclusiveeconomiczone

■40flights toandfrom
Taiwancancelled

■KremlinbacksBeijing,
saysChinahastheright to
holdmilitarydrillsaround
Taiwan

■ChinascoldsG7foreign
ministers for tellingBeijing
not tousePelosivisitas
pretext foraggressive
militaryactivity

■Chinacancelsbilateral
meetingwith Japanin
CambodiaafterG7
Taiwanstatement
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CHINAMILITARY
DRILLSNEAR
TAIWAN

US drone strike
raises questions
over likely Pak role

Pelosi vows support to
denuclearise N Korea

US
basketball
starBrittney
Griner.AP

Russia sentences Griner
to 9 years in jail, Biden
says it’s unacceptable

PRESIDENTXIhasmore
thanpropagandapointsat
stake.Overthepasteight
yearshehasoverhauled
thePLA,acceleratingits
transitiontoanarrayof
advancedforcescapableof
projectingChinesepower,
includingoverTaiwan.The
drillscouldprovidehis
commanderswith experi-
enceinjointoperationsof
airandrocketforces
aroundtheisland.
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ONMONDAY, a Sierra Leone-registered ship,
Razoni,carrying26,527tonnesofcorn(maize)
setsailfromUkraine’sOdesaport.Thiswasthe
firsttimesinceRussia’sinvasiononFebruary24
that anyvesselwithUkrainiangrainhadde-
partedfromitsportsontheBlackSea.Thebulk
carrier, destined for Tripoli, passed througha
specially-cleared“safehumanitarianmaritime
corridor”nearUkraine’sportsontheBlackSea,
whosewatersithadminedinordertoprotect
againstamphibiousattacksbyRussia.

Howsignificantamilestoneisthis
shipment,beyondsymbolicvalue?
TheM/VRazoni,whichanchorednear the

Bosphorus entrance off Turkey’s coast on
Tuesdayandwascleared for itsonward jour-
ney after inspection, is the first shipunder a
UnitedNations-backed agreement enabling
resumptionofUkrainianfarmproduceexports
throughitsBlackSeaports.Theso-calledBlack
SeaGrainInitiative—involvingsigningofsep-
arateaccordsbyRussiaandUkrainewith the
UNandTurkeyon July 22—provides for ex-
ports fromthreeports:Odesa, Chornomorsk
and Yuzhny (to the south and northeast of
Odesarespectively).

Under thedeal, theshipsare tobeguided
byUkraine’snavytoavoidminedareas.They
will thenproceed to theBosphorus alongan
agreed corridor and, from there, to various
portsoftheworld.Theshipsaretobeinspected
— to ensure only commercial foodstuffs and
fertiliserarecarried—byaJointCoordination
CentresetupinIstanbulwithrepresentatives
of theUN,Ukraine,RussiaandTurkey.
Obviously, thehigher thenumberof suc-

cessfulvoyages,themoretheconfidenceofex-
porters, importers, vessel owners, and insur-
ancecompaniesindemnifyingthecarriersand
cargoeswillincrease.Fornow,theresumption
ofmaritimeexportsfromUkraine—thereare
about17othershipswaitinginthethreedes-
ignated portswith loaded grain and signed
contracts—seemstohavecreatedsomeopti-
mism. Since Friday, prices of wheat at the
ChicagoBoardofTradecommoditiesexchange
havefallenfrom$296.79to$280.63pertonne
andofcornfrom$242.61to$232.86pertonne.

HowimportantisUkrainetotheglobal
agriculturaltrade?
Ukraine,beforethewar,wasthefifthlargest

exporter of wheat (after Russia, the EU,
Australia, and the US) and barley (after
Australia,theEU,Argentina,andRussia);No.4
incorn(aftertheUS,ArgentinaandBrazil);No.
2inrapeseed(afterCanada);andNo.1insun-

floweroil,oilcake/mealandseed.
According to the US Department of

Agriculture, Ukraine’s agricultural exports
werevaluedat$27.8billionin2021,including
sunfloweroil($6.4billion),corn($5.9billion),
wheat ($5.2 billion), rapeseed ($1.7 billion),
barley($1.3billion),andsunflowermeal($1.2
billion).ItstopthreemarketsweretheEU($7.7
billion), China ($4.2billion) and India ($2bil-
lion).Exports to India largelycomprisedsun-
floweroil,whichwasvaluedat$1.9billion.
Given thatmuchof Ukraine’s tradehap-

pensthroughtheBlackSea,theunblockingof
these routes is a big deal—both forUkraine
andtheworld.

HowmuchdoesUkrainemattertoIndia?
Indiaimportedatotal21.76lakhtonnes(lt)

ofsunfloweroilin2020-21(April-March)and
20.45ltin2021-22,valuedat$1.96billionand
$2.88billionrespectively.Outofthis,Ukraine’s
sharewas17.40lt($1.60billion)in2020-21and
14.83 lt ($2.09billion) in2021-22.Russiaand
ArgentinawereadistantNo.2andNo.3,at3.40
lt ($479.16million) and1.85 lt ($258.66mil-
lion)respectivelyin2021-22.
Sunfloweroil is India’s fourth largestcon-

sumedvegetableoil(22-23lt),afterpalm(80-
85lt),soyabean(45lt)andmustard/rapeseed
(30lt).Anestimated70%ofsunfloweroilcon-
sumptionisinthesouthernstates,and10-12%

inMaharashtra. Thebulk of imports, too, are
throughthe foursouthernportsofKakinada,
Krishnapatnam,Chennai,andMangalore,with
sometankersalsocomingtoKandlaandNhava
Sheva/JNPTintheWest.

Howhasthewarimpactedthesunflower
oilsegment?
Before thewar, nearly 2 ltwas being im-

ported everymonth into India, 70-80% of it
fromUkraine.Theseweremostlyinbulkves-
selsof35,000-45,000tonnesfromOdesaand
MariupolontheBlackSea.FollowingRussia’s
invasion,importscollapsedtohardly1lt,even
as landed (cost plus insurance and freight)
prices inMumbai crossed $2,200per tonne
fromtheearlierlevelsof$1,450-1,500.
Imports have since recovered, though, to

about1.5ltamonth.Butabout50%ofitiscom-
ingfromRussia,30%fromArgentina,andonly
20%fromUkraine.“Russiahassteppedupex-
ports,mainly through itsportsof Tamanand
Rostov-on-Don on the Sea of Azov. Landed
prices have also eased to $1,500-1,550 per
tonne,”anindustryofficialsaid.

Willthereopeningmakeadifference?
Currently, Ukrainian exports are taking

place entirely by overland routes or ports in
Romania, Bulgaria, andTurkey. “Freight costs
fromOdesatoIndianportspre-warwereonly

$40-50 per tonne. Now, it is $150-200 per
tonne tosimplymoveoil cargo fromUkraine
(byroadorinsmall2,000-3,000tonnebarges)
toportssuchasMersininTurkey.Freightfrom
there to India is another $90-100per tonne,”
theofficialquotedabovesaid.
ResumptionofdirecttradefromUkrainian

portswouldbewelcome. But this could take
time:UndertheUNdeal,evacuationofwheat
andcornwillhavepriorityoversunfloweroil.

Arethereanyothercommoditiesthat
IndiaimportsfromUkraine?
Mainly ammonia,which is used for the

manufacture of fertilisers. In 2021-22, India
imported3.63 lt of ammoniaworth $220.44
million fromUkraine. The country has also
beena significantwheat exporter to India in
thepast—29.04 lt ($603.25million) in2016-
17,and6.92lt($149.93million)in2017-18.But
any import ofwheat is unlikely today. Black
Sea-originwheat fromRussia for August-
Septemberdeliveryisquotingat$340-360per
tonne,exclusiveoffreightthatwillbeanother
$40-50.At theseprices, importedwheatwill
cost Rs 31-32/kg just at the ports. For India,
Ukraine’s(andtheUNdeal’s)importanceises-
sentiallylimitedtosunfloweroil.
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THECOMPETITIONCommissionof India
last week approved Axis Bank’s acquisi-
tionof theconsumerbankingoperations
of Citibank, NA and Citicorp Finance
(India)Ltd.Thedealthuscrossedanother
hurdleandmovedastepclosertofruition
afterAxisBankhadannounceditsplanto
acquire Citibank’s consumer businesses
forRs12,325crore inMarch.

What is thedealabout?
TheacquisitioncomprisesCiti’scredit

cards, unsecured and secured lending
portfolios, wealthmanagement, private
bankingandretaildepositbusinesses.The
deal also includes the sale of Citicorp
Finance(India)Limited.AxisBankwould
acquire around 1.2 million retail cus-
tomersofCitibankIndia,including40,000
wealthandprivatebankingclients,which
wouldhelp itenhance itspresence inthe
highlycompetitiveurbanretailmarket.Its
cards balance sheet is set to growby57%
with an additional 2.5 million Citibank
cards,makingitoneof thetopthreecards
businesses in thecountry.
“Creditcardsarethemoststickyprod-

uctofabankandifabankhasagoodpres-
ence in thatsegment,growth isboundto
happen as one can both raise CASA from
that customerandsell lendingandother
products to that customer,” the CIO of a
topmutual fundsaid.
As of June 2021, Citi had 2.5million

cards and a book size of Rs 8,900 crore.
Also,monthlycardspendsareamongthe
highest forCiti cards.

Howwill it impact thecustomer?
Citibankcustomers,whobecomepart

of Axis, will get access to amuchwider
network of branches across India and
thereby better service, while Axis cus-
tomers will have access to high-quality
privatebankingandwealthmanagement
services through the talent pool of
Citibank.

Andhowwill itbenefit investors in
AxisBank?
With access to high-value clientele,

wealthmanagementbusiness,andasize-
able high-quality credit card portfolio,
AxisBankmaywitnessnot just a growth
initsretailoperationsbutalsoariseinrev-
enueper customeronaccountof theen-
hanced services it can offer. Analysts say
the acquisitionwill enhance Axis's pres-
ence in themajorcities.
“Most banks are looking to increase

their unsecured portfolio as it provides
higheryield.Throughthisdeal,AxisBank
is gettingwhat other banks are chasing
andthiswillhelpimproveitsspread.Also
itwillprovidecrosssellingopportunities
astheywillhaveadatabaseofgoodqual-
ity customers and thatwill help in prof-
itabilityandsharepriceriseof thebankin
themedium to long term,” the research
headof a leadingbrokerage firm.
However, it isnotwithoutchallenges,

as all Citibank customers may not stay
back. Officials of someprivate banks say
several high-net-worth individual (HNI)
customers of Citibank have been ap-
proaching them.
Analysts, however, say the Axis Bank

managementwould have accounted for
this, and so it is not a big concern. “Axis
Bankwill get to increase its retail baseof
high value customers, increase its unse-
cured portfolio and a bigger customer
basetocross-sell lendingandotherprod-
ucts,” said theanalyst.

What Axis acquisition of Citi
consumer businesses will
mean for customers, investors
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THE GOVERNMENT has withdrawn the
PersonalDataProtectionBillfromParliament
asitconsidersa“comprehensivelegalframe-
work”toregulatetheonlinespace,including
bringing separate laws on data privacy, the
overall Internet ecosystem, cybersecurity,
telecomregulations,andharnessingnon-per-
sonaldata toboost innovation.

Whyisthissignificant?
Thegovernmenthastakenthisstepafter

nearlyfouryearsoftheBillbeingintheworks.
It had gone throughmultiple iterations, in-
cluding a review by a Joint Committee of
Parliament(JCP),andfacedpushbackfroma
rangeofstakeholdersincludingbigtechcom-
paniessuchasFacebookandGoogle,andpri-
vacyandcivil societyactivists.
Thetechcompanieshadquestionedapro-

posedprovision called data localisation, un-
derwhichitwouldhavebeenmandatoryfor
companiestostoreacopyofcertainsensitive
personaldatawithin India, andtheexportof
undefined “critical” personal datawould be
prohibited. Theactivistshadcriticisedapro-
vision that allowed the government and its
agencies blanket exemptions fromadhering
toanyandallprovisionsof theBill.
“ThewithdrawaloftheDataProtectionBill,

2019isconcerning,forabelatedregulationis
being junked. It’s not about getting a perfect
law,buta lawat thispoint,” saidAparGupta,
executive director of theDelhi-baseddigital
rightsgroupInternetFreedomFoundation.“It
hasbeencloseto10yearssincethe(Justice)A
PShahCommitteereportonprivacy,fiveyears
sincethePuttaswamyjudgment(righttopri-
vacy) and four years since the (Justice BN)
SrikrishnaCommittee’sreport...”

WhyhastheBillbeenwithdrawn?
A data protection law has been in the

workssince2018,whenapanelledbyretired
SupremeCourt Justice Srikrishnadrewupa
draft version of a Bill. Thiswas reviewed by
the JCP,which submitted its recommenda-
tionsalongwithadraftBillinNovember2021.
In a note circulated to MPs, Union IT

MinisterAshwiniVaishnawexplainedtherea-
sonbehindthewithdrawal:“ThePersonalData
ProtectionBill, 2019wasdeliberated ingreat
detail by the Joint Committee of Parliament.
81 amendmentswereproposed and12 rec-

ommendationsweremade...Consideringthe
reportoftheJCP,acomprehensivelegalframe-
workisbeingworkedupon.Hence, inthecir-
cumstances, it is proposed towithdraw ‘The
PersonalDataProtectionBill,2019’andpresent
anewBill thatfits intothecomprehensivele-
galframework.”
TheBillwasalsoseenasbeingtoo“com-

pliance intensive” by startups, The Indian
Express had reported earlier. According to
government sources, the revampedBillwill
bemucheasiertocomplywith,especiallyfor
startups.

Whatwasthejourneyof thedraftBill
like?

■The Justice Srikrishna Committeewas
setupin2017inthebackdropoftheSupreme
Court’s verdict holding privacy is a funda-
mentalright,anditsdirectiontothegovern-
menttodrawupadataprotectionframework
for thecountry.

■ In July2018, thecommitteesubmitted
adraft Bill to theMinistryof Electronics and
IT,which said that itwould draft a fresh Bill
borrowingfromthese ideas.

■ InDecember2019,theBillwasreferred
to the JCP, then headed by the BJP’s

MeenakshiLekhi.Asthecommitteestarteda
clause-by-clauseanalysis, it also soughtand
receivedextensions forpresenting its report
inSeptember2020andMarch2021.

■ InJuly2021,BJPMPPPChaudharywas
appointedchairpersonof theJCP.TheJCPre-
ceivedyetanotherextension.

■ InDecember2021,theJCPtableditsre-
port in Parliament,which Justice Srikrishna
saidwasheavilyinfavourofthegovernment.
In amedia interview, he said that the Bill
couldturn India intoan“Orwellianstate”.

WhatdidtheJCPrecommend?
The JCP tabled its report after 78 sittings

spread over 184 hours and 20minutes, and
afterhavingreceivedhalfadozenextensions.
Itproposed81amendmentstotheBilldrafted
by the Srikrishna panel, and 12 recommen-
dationsincludingexpandingthescopeofthe
proposed law to cover discussions on non-
personaldata—therebychanging theman-
dateoftheBillfrompersonaldataprotection
to broader data protection. In itsmost basic
form, non-personal data are any set of data
thatdoesnotcontainpersonally identifiable
information.
The JCP’s report also recommended

changesonissuessuchasregulationofsocial
mediacompanies,andonusingonly“trusted
hardware” in smartphones, etc. It proposed
thatsocialmediacompaniesthatdonotactas
intermediaries shouldbe treatedas content
publishers—makingthemliableforthecon-
tent theyhost.

SowhatcouldtherevampedBill look
like?
Itsspecificprovisionsorcontoursarenot

known.Buta seniorofficial said thaton the
question of data localisation, the govern-
mentisconsideringwhethertoaddit tothe
planned new version of the Information
TechnologyAct,andwhethertoallowcross-
border data flows only to “trusted geogra-
phies”.“Thethinkingisthatthedatashould
be stored in a region that is trusted by the
Indiangovernment,andthatdatashouldbe
accessible in the event of a crime,” the offi-
cial said.
Accordingtoseniorgovernmentofficials,

thenewBillwilldoawaywithsomerecom-
mendations by the JCP such as including
“trustedhardware”,andlocalstorageofsome
kindsof personal datawithin India. Instead,
itwilladdtheseideastothelargerframework
fortheInternetecosystem,whichwillreplace
the InformationTechnologyAct of 2000.All
these separate laws, it is learnt, will be pre-
sentedat thesametime.
ThenewBillcouldalsodoawaywithclas-

sificationofpersonaldatafromtheperspec-
tiveofdatalocalisation,andonlyuseclassifi-
cation for awarding damages to people
whosepersonaldatamayhavebeencompro-
misedbyanentity.

Whenis itexpectedtobeready?
Minister of State for Electronics and IT

Rajeev Chandrasekhar said onWednesday
that “acomprehensiveapproachto the laws
will be undertaken by the government and
wewillcomebacktoParliamentveryquickly
after followingtheprocessof consultation”.
According to sources in the ITMinistry,

thegovernment isaimingtobringthelegis-
lationintheWinterSession.Aseniorofficial
saidthatthenewBillwouldincorporatethe
broader ideas of data protection as recom-
mendedbytheJCP,andwouldbeinlinewith
theSupremeCourt’slandmarkprivacyjudg-
mentof 2017.
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Data regulation: what now
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

GovthaswithdrawntheDataProtectionBillandisplanningacomprehensivelegalframeworkforthe
onlinespace.WhatdelayedtheBillsolong,andwhatissueswill theproposedframeworkseektoaddress?
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ASPARTof a global ‘China-plus-one’ strat-
egy adopted after the Covid-19 pandemic
that causedmassive supply-chain disrup-
tions,agroupofwesternnationsarecoop-
erating to develop alternatives to China to
ensure key industrial supplies. A newUS-
ledpartnershipinitiativeof11nationsaims
to bolster critical mineral supply chains.
India is not part of this arrangement —
called theMinerals Security Partnership
(MSP)—butNewDelhiisworkingthrough
diplomatic channels to fetchanentry.

What is theMineralsSecurity
Partnership?
The US and 10 partners — Australia,

Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Japan,
the Republic of Korea (South Korea),
Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the
European Commission — have come to-
gether to formtheMSP. Thenewgrouping
isaimedatcatalysinginvestmentfromgov-
ernmentsandtheprivatesectortodevelop
strategicopportunities.
“Demandforcriticalminerals,whichare

essential for clean energy and other tech-
nologies,isprojectedtoexpandsignificantly
in the coming decades. TheMSPwill help
catalyseinvestmentfromgovernmentsand
theprivatesectorforstrategicopportunities
—across the full value chain— that adhere
tothehighestenvironmental,social,andgov-
ernancestandards,”theUSStateDepartment
saidinastatementissuedonJune14.
Thenewgrouping,industryinsiderssay,

could focusonthesupplychainsofminer-

als such as cobalt, nickel, lithium, and also
the 17 ‘rare earth’minerals. The alliance is
seenasprimarilyfocusedonevolvinganal-
ternative to China,which has created pro-
cessing infrastructure in rare earthminer-
als and has acquired mines in Africa for
elements suchascobalt.

Whatarerareearthelements?
The17rareearthelements(REE)include

the 15 lanthanides (atomic numbers 57—
whichisLanthanum—to71intheperiodic
table) plus scandium (atomic number 21)
andyttrium(39).REEsareclassifiedaslight
REelements(LREE)andheavyREelements
(HREE).
SomeREEsareavailable in India—such

as lanthanum, cerium, neodymium,
praseodymium,samarium,etc.Otherssuch
as dysprosium, terbium, and europium,

whichareclassifiedasHREEs,arenotavail-
able inIndiandeposits inextractablequan-
tities.Hence,thereisadependenceoncoun-
triessuchasChinaforHREEs,whichisoneof
theleadingproducersofREEs,withanesti-
mated70%shareof theglobalproduction.
According to the US Geological Survey

(USGS), supplies fromChinahadstartedto
become erratic as early as 1990, as Beijing
kept changing the amounts that it would
allow to be produced and exported. Also,
accordingtotheUSGS,theChinesegovern-
mentbegantolimitthenumberofcompa-
nies, both Chinese and Sino-foreign joint
ventures, that could export REEs from
China.

Whyaretheseminerals important?
Minerals likecobalt,nickel,andlithium

arerequiredforbatteriesusedinelectricve-

hicles.REEsareanessential—althoughof-
ten tiny — component of more than 200
consumer products, including mobile
phones,computerharddrives,electricand
hybridvehicles,semiconductors, flatscreen
TVs andmonitors, andhigh-end electron-
ics. Indiaisseenasalatemoverinattempts
toenter the lithiumvaluechain, comingat
a timewhenEVsarepredicted tobea sec-
tor ripe fordisruption.
The year 2022 is likely to be an inflec-

tion point for battery technology —with
several potential improvements to the Li-
ion technology, with alternatives to this
tried-and-tested formulation being in ad-
vanced stages of commercialisation. India
hasanambitiousplantoconvertalargepro-
portion of its transport to electric, and
wouldrequiretheseminerals.Accordingto
the plan, 80% of the country’s two- and

three-wheeler fleet, 40%of buses, and30%
to70%of carswill beEVsby2030.

What is India’smajorconcernat this
moment?
“If India is not able to explore and pro-

ducetheseminerals, itwillhavetodepend
onahandful of countries, includingChina,
topoweritsenergytransitionplanstoelec-
tricvehicles. Thatwill besimilar toourde-
pendence on a few countries for oil,” an
economist said.
Industrywatchers say the reason India

would not have found a place in theMSP
grouping is because the country does not
bring any expertise to the table. In the
group, countries likeAustralia andCanada
havereservesandalsothetechnologytoex-
tract them, and countries like Japan have
the technology toprocessREEs.

Rare earth elements, and India’s push for inclusion in supply partnership

Ukraine’s first grain shipment sincewar began: why it matters

TheRazonicrosses theBosphorusStrait inTurkeyonWednesday.AP

SansadTVviaPTI

‘… in the circumstances, it is proposed towithdrawThePersonal
DataProtectionBill, 2019andpresent anewBill that fits into

the comprehensive legal framework’
ASHWINIVAISHNAW
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer,
Rushikulya Bahuda Basin, Berhampur - 760004

e-mail id: se_sicbam@yahoo.com

e-Procurement Notice No. ACE, RBB -14/2022-23

A-436

1. Type of Work : System Improvement Works.

2. Total No of Works : 01 (One) No.

3. Amount put to tender : Rs 880.19 lakh

4. Period of completion : 17 ( Seventeen) calendar months

Procurement
officer

Bid Identification
No

Bid Amount
(Rs. in lakh)

Availability &
Submission of Bid

On-line

Additional
Chief Enginerr,

Rushikulya
Bahuda Basin,

Berhampur

ACE, RBB, (BNID)-
29/2022-23

880.19

From
16.08.2022,
10.00 A.M.

to
02.09.2022,
5.00 P.M.

Date of opening of the Technical Bid:- 03.09.2022 at 11.30 A.M.
Further details can be seen from the Govt. website
www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer,
Rushikulya Bahuda Basin,

Berhampur
OIPR-32411/11/0020/2223

(Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

(Contact number 96461-19430)

Tender inquiry No. 01/2022-2023/CD Dated: 04.08.2022

Dy. Chief Engineer/CIVIL DESIGN, PSPCL, E-2, Shakti Vihar, Patiala, invites E-
tender for DNIT FOR PURCHASE OF 43 GRADE ORDINARY PORTLAND
CEMENT CONFORMING TO IS: 269/2015 (WITH LATEST AMENDMENTS)
PACKED IN NEW SYNTHETIC/JUTE BAGS CONTAINING 20 BAGS IN A MT
AT PSPCL PILOT WORKSHOPS MOHALI, MUKTSAR & SARNA-QUANTITI-
TY-19000 MT. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in (Contact No.- 0172-2970263, 0172-2970284) from
04.08.2022 from 05.00 PM onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in C305/22 16140/Pb

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

RREECCRRUUIITTMMEENNTT

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTT

OOTTHHEERRSS

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,ZZeeeesshhaann S/oHakimAli,R/o
HajoorNagar,Muzaffarnagar,
have changedmyname to
ZeeshanAli. 0040625619-9

II,,VViikkrraammGupta,S/o-Jawahar Lal
GuptaR/o.Flat-203,Tower-
7,SupremeTowers,Sector-
99,Noida,G.BNagar,have
changedmyname toVikram
KumarGupta. 0040625619-8

II,,VVIISSHHEESSHHS/OSURAJPARKASH
R/OFLATNO.32C,POCKET-C-
2,MIG FLATS,KESHAV
PURAM,DELHI-110035.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
VISHESHARORA. 0040625672-4

II,,TTaaiibbaaKhatoon,W/OMahfuz
Ansari,R/ORZ-70,Block-
A,Gali.No-18,Sita Puri-
1,Dabri,NewDelhi-110045, Have
ChangedmyName toTaiba
Mahfuz. 0040625619-4

II,,SSuunniittaa Rani,W/oShri.Kishore
Kumar Lalwani,R/o.A-97-
98,Jawahar-Park,Devli
Road,Khanpur,NewDelhi-
110062,declare thatmyname
hasbeenwrongly-written as
Payal Lalwani in Birth-
Certificate andSchool-Record
ofmyminor sonKrishna
Lalwani aged-15-year.My
actual-name is SunitaRani.

0040625675-4

II,,SSuunniittaa Rani,W/oShri.Kishore
Kumar Lalwani,R/o.A-97-
98,Jawahar-Park,Devli
Road,Khanpur,NewDelhi-
110062,declare that Payal
Lalwani andSunitaRani both
namesaremineand in future I
will be knownasSunita
Rani,for all purposes.

0040625675-5

II,,SSuunnddaarr PrasadTiwari S/o-
Mukti PrasadTiwari R/o-WZ-
430Q,NarainaVillage,New
Delhi-110028have changedmy
name toSunder PrasadTiwari.

0040625672-3

II,, SSuummiittrraaW/oBajrang Lal R/oC-
46, Rohit Kunj Pitampura, Delhi-
34 havechangedmyname to
SumitraAggarwal all
Purposes. 0040625656-10

II,,SShhwweettaa Rani,D/OAAMOD
KUMAR,R/O J-
88/4,Street.No.11,Kartar
Nagar,Delhi-110053,affirmand
declare that inmy10th-CLASS
CERTIFICATEMy father’s name
Correct isWrittenasAAMOD
KUMARand inMyADHAAR-
CARDANDVOTER ID-CARDMy
father’s namewronglywritten
asAMOODKUMARBUTActual
My father’sName isAAMOD
KUMAR. 0040625606-10

II,,SShhuubbhhii GuptaD/o,Satish
KumarGuptaW/o,Nishant
Aggarwal R/o,C-63, Retreat-
Apartments,I.P.Extension,
Delhi-92 have changedmy-
name toShubhiAggarwal.

0040625666-5

II,,SShhiirreeeennMirza,D/o-SadaqatAli
MirzaR/o-561Pocket-E,Mayur-
Vihar Phase-II,New-Delhi-
110091,have changedmy
name,fromShireenZehra to
ShireenMirza,for all,future
purposes. 0040625656-2

II,,YYaasshhppaall S/O.RamSaroop,
R/O.8, 9, 10 block L-1A,Mohan
garden,Uttam-Nagar, New-
Delhi-110059,have changedmy
name toYashpal Singh,for all
purposes. 0040625606-8

II,,SSaannttoosshhW/O.AjayKumar
Sharma,R/O,H.No-148/9,Near-
SabjiMandiOld-Housing
Board-Colony
Sonipat,Haryana-131001,have
changedmyname toSantosh
Devi. 0040625675-3

II,,SSaannggeeeettaaDevi D/OUpender
DevKaushikR/O14A, Bagh
KareKhan,KishanGanj,Delhi-
110007HaveChangedmy
Name toSangeetaKaushik.

0040625606-5

II,,SSOONNIIAAGUPTA,W/OSANJAY
KUMARGUPTA,B-205,GALINO-
2,MAJLISPARKADARSHNAGAR
DELHI-33HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSONAM
PERMANENTLY. 0040625606-2

II,,SSAATTIISSHH,, S/oTARACHAND
SHARMAHOUSE.NOF.C.A-43,
WARD.NO.33, BHIMSAIN
COLONY,BALLABGARH,
FARIDABAD,HARYANA.121004,C
hangedMyname toSATISH
SHARMA. 0040625606-4

II,,RReennuuNegiW/oVirendraKumar
MehraR/o,B-626-627,Block-B,
DDA-Flats,Pocket-3,Bindapur,
Uttam-Nagar, Delhi-
110059,have changedmyname
toRenuMehra. 0040625666-7

II,,RRaakkeesshhKumari andRakesh
Rani,W/oRajeshKumar,R/oB-
412/13 JJ ColonyChaukhandi,
NewDelhi-110018, India have
changedmyname toRakesh.

0040625677-3

II,,RRaagghhuuvveerr SinghTomar,S/oB. R.
Tomar,R/o 79 Sadar
Apartment,MayurVihar-
1,Delhi-110091,HaveChanged
MyNameToRaghubir Singh
Tomar. 0040625677-1

II,,RRAAHHUULLRAWAL,S/oGAYA
PRASADRAWAL,R/o.C-7/16,
yamuna-vihar,Delhi-53,declare
thatmy-namehasbeen
mentionedasRAHUL,s/o-Gaya
prasad inmyclass-10th and
class-12th
marksheet/certificate.The
actual-name isRahul Rawal
bothare sameperson,for all
the,futurepurposes.

0040625606-9

II JigarArvindbhai Bhatt S/o
Arvindbhai Bhatt R/oC-33,
NilamberVila, Dabhoi-
WaghodiaRingRoad, Ajwa
Road, Vadodara, Gujrat-390019
declare that nameofmy
daughter RudraaBhatt&
Rudraa Jigar Bhatt both are the
nameof one&sameperson,
andwill be knownasRudraa
Jigar Bhatt for all purposes.

0040625574-1

II,,NNoo--1155770011997700NN,,HHaavvKoteswara
RaoPonnada,S/O- Ponnada
Nagaraju, R/O-
Ramachandrapuram,District-
Srikakulam(AP)-532185.Inmy
service records thenamesof
myWife, Father andMother
hasbeenwronglymentioned
asWife as Sujatha insteadof
PonnadaSujatha, Father as
Nagaraju insteadof Ponnada
Nagaraju andMother as
Manamma insteadof Ponnada
Mani videaffidavit no-
728548/2022dated 01August
2022. 0020443291-1

II,,NNaajjrraa BegamW/oMukhtiyar
AhmadR/oThiriyaNizamat
Khan, (NP)Kesharpur, Bareilly,
U.P.-243123have changedmy
name toNadia. 0040625666-9

II,,NNaaggiinn khanS/oHaseenAhmed
KhanR/o-760Gali-No.21 Zakir-
Nagar, Okhla, Delhi-
110025,have changemyname
toNageenKhanpermanently.

0040625666-6

II,,NNEEEELLAAMMANAND,W/o-PRADEEP
ANAND,R/o-
H.No.104,KH.NO.443/4,3rd
FLOOR,BLOCK-C,OLDGUPTA-
COLONY,DELHI-110009,inform
that inmy,daughter’s all
documents,myname is
mentionedasARTI
ANAND.NEELAMANANDand
ARTIANAND,Bothnamesareof
the sameperson. 0040625619-6

II,,NNAAEEEEMMAA (NAIMA)W/oMOHD
NASIR,R/o-A-2/72, DDAMIG
Flats,Sarai khalil Delhi,have
changedmyname toNAEEMA
PARVEEN,for all purpose

0040625672-1

II,,MMOOHHIITT,,SS//oo
RAMKISHAN,house.No.117,sob
an sarwanmohalla,
mandi,village southDelhi-
110047,changedmyName to
MIHIT TANWAR. 0040625606-1

II,,MMoohhiinnddeerr,,SS//ooDeshraj Singh
Address-c-1bSanjay-colony
bhattiminesDelhi-110074,
changedmyname toMohinder
tanwar. 0040625666-1

II,,MMOOHHAAMMAADDHASIMS/o
MOHAMMADARIF,R/o-F-4DDA
Flats,TurkmanGateDelhi,have
changedmyname toMOHD
HASHIM,for all purpose

0040625672-2

II,,LLAAXXMMII PRASANNA
NIDADAVOLU is legally
wedded,spouseof,Service
No.15698466A,Rank:-
L/Hav,Name:- UdayaKiran
Nidadavolu,Presently,residing
at,VillageAmaresware-
Camp,PostHirekottanakal,
TehsilManvi,Dist. Raichur,
Karnataka-584123,have
changedmyname,fromLAXMI
PRASANNANIDADAVOLU toM
LAXMIPRASANNA,for all
Purposes. 0040625619-7

II,,KKAANNTTAARANIW/OANAND
PARKASHCHHABRA,R/O
217,SECOND-FLOOR, BLOCK-
B,ASHOKVIHARPHASE-
1,DELHI-110052.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOKANTA
CHHABRA. 0040625675-1

II,,HHaaffeeeezzAhmad,S/o raisAhmad
House.no.32,gali-kababiyan
near-bazar jama-masjid delhi-
110006,changedmyname to
HafeezAhmadQureshi.

0040625666-2

II,,HHAARRSSHHBARDHANSINGH,S/O
JITENDRASINGH,R/O.A-1614
AWASVIKASHANSPURAM
NAUBASTAKANPUR-
208021,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME,FROMHARSHBARDHAN
SINGHTOHARSHVARDHAN
SINGH,VIDE-AFFIDAVITDATED-
03/08/2022,BEFORE FIRST-
CLASSMAGISTARTE.

0040625614-9

II,,GGUURRBBAAKKSSHHSINGH JAGGI
S/O.VIRENDER JAGGI, ADD-T-18
GAUSHALA-ROADKAROL
BAGH,DELHI-110005, Changed
Myname toGURBAKSH
JAGGI.FORall futurePurposes.

0040625606-3

II,,GGEEEETTAAD/o-Late Shri Raj
BahadurR/o-517D/6,
Govindpuri, Kalkaji,NewDelhi-
110019,have changedmyname
toGEETARAJPUT,for all future
purposes. 0040625666-3

II,,EEkkttaaD/oVikramKumarR/oA-
90, Punjabi-Basti, Baljeet-
Nagar, N.Delhi-110008have
changedmyname toEkta
Ramtel. 0040625666-4

II,,DDIIPPTTAARAMAYYA
KARKERA,W/O-PIYUSH
SURI,R/O-H-8,4TH-FLOOR
GREEN-PARKMAIN,DELHI-
110016,changedmyname to
DIPTASURI. 0040625619-1

II,,BBaabbiittaaVerma,W/o-Late
JagmohanSingh,R/o-WP-
532,WazirpurVillage,Ashok
Vihar,Delhi-110052,inform that
inmy,son’sUDITVERMA
school-recordshis,father
namewrongly-writtenas
JAGMOHANVERMA instead-of
correct,name JAGMOHAN
SINGH.Kindly be
changed/corrected in School-
records. 0040625619-5

II,,BBHHOOLLAANATHS/O-RADHEY
SHYAMKUKREJA R/OK-103B,
THIRD-FLOOR,LAJPATNAGAR-
2,SOUTHEAST,DELHI-
110024,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOBHOLANATH
KUKREJA. 0040625656-3

II,,BBAALLRRAAMMSINGH S/O-BRIJLAL
YADAV R/O.R-3A-73,MOHAN-
GARDEN, CHANDNI
FARM,DWARKADELHI-
110059,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOBALRAMSINGH
YADAV. 0040625656-4

II FrankKevin S/O, Rani Peter R/o
FlatNo-41-a, C-2dBlock,
PankhaRoad JanakpuriWest
Delhi-110058have changedmy
name to FrankKevinPeter for
all purposes. 0040625630-1

II RajaRani BansalW/oDinDayal
Bansal R/o-LogixBlossom
County, Flat.No.H-1505, Tower-
H, Sec-137, Noidahave
changedmyname fromRaja
Rani Bansal toRaj Rani Bansal
asperAffidavit dated 11th.
July. 2022.

0070797851-1

II,,AAsshhookkKumar S/o
ChandeshwarThakurR/o-BP-
91 S.F. Pitampura,Delhi-110034,
have changedmyname to
AshokKumar Thakur.

0040625677-2

II,,AAnnjjaallii Aggarwal,W/o
Late.BhanuParkash
Aggarwal,R/oH.No.117,
Sukhdev-Vihar,NewFriends-
Colony,South-Delhi,Delhi-
25,declare that thenameofmy
husbandhadbeen recordedas
BhanuAggarwal insteadof
LateBhanuParkashAggarwal
in the school-recordofmyson
RishabhAggarwal.The correct-
name is LateBhanuParkash
Aggarwal. 0040625677-4

II,,JJiittiinn Kanojia S/o,OmPrakash
Kanojia R/o,H/no.1942,DDA,
Janta Flats,G.T.B.Enclave, Delhi-
93,have changedmyminor son
‘s name fromRehaanKanojia
toAdhiraj Kanojia for,all
Purposes. 0040625656-1

II,,AAnniitthhaaPeter,W/OCHebert
Selvyn,R/O204,JeevanKendra
LayoutCambridgeRoad-
Halasuru,Bengaluru-
560008,have changedmy
name,fromAnithaPeter to
AnithaAPeter,VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT,DATED-
04/08/2022,BEFORENCT-DELHI.

0040625619-10

II,,AAhhuujjaa Shikha,D/o,RamPrakash
Girotra,W/o,PuneetAhuja,R/o-
FlatNo.6,Plot-No.6,HMM-
Society,Sector-10,Dwarka,
Delhi-110075,that nameofmy-
father andmother hasbeen
wrongly-writtenasRam
ParkashandRaj Kumari
Galhotra inmyPassport-
No.K6497502.but actual-name
ofmy-father andmother are
RamPrakashGirotra andRaj
Kumari Girotra. 0040625666-8

II,,AARRJJUUNNTIWARI S/o-VINEET
TIWARI,R/o 388,WARD-
12,SECTOR-37,ARUNVIHAR,
NOIDA-201303,have changed
myname toARJUNTIWARY.

0040625619-2

II,,AANNAANNDDPRAKASHS/OFAKIR
CHANDR/OB-217,GROUND-
FLOOR,ASHOKVIHARPHASE-
1,DELHI-110052.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOANAND
PARKASHCHHABRA.

0040625672-5

II,, Terance JosephS/o Joseph
Paul R/o L-1404, Jaipuria
SunriseGreens, AhinsaKhand,
Behind JaipuriaMall,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014have changed
myname toTerrance Joseph
for all futurepurpose.

0040625581-1

II,, ShipraMishraD/oShri Pramod
KumarMishraR/oH.No. B-1/24,
Sec-17, Rohini, Delhi-110089,
have changedmyname to
ShreyaMishra for all future
purposes. 0040625579-1

II,, ShantanuS/oAshokKumar
DahiyaR/oA-24, SAIAptt.
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changedmyname to
ShantanuChaudhary for all
purposes. 0070797861-1

II,, Rohit S/ORaghubir, R/oWard
No-7, Near Santi DeviHospital,
UchanaKalan (109), Jind,
Haryana-126115, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasRohit Jindal.

0070797815-1

II,, RamPraveshRamS/o
SukhdevRamR/o-H.No. 484,
Village-Jalpura, Noida, UP-
201301, inform that,myLIC-
policy no.mynameSuresh
Kumarhasbeen registered in
(330766988),which iswrongly.
Correct name isRamPravesh
Ram. In, future I should-be
knownand recognizedbyRam
PraveshRam for all, the
purposes in future.

0070797872-1

II,, RAJAPEEYUSHS/OPYARELAL
R/ORZ-83, OPPA-1, JANAK
PURI, TILAKPULROAD, INDRA
PARK,UTTAMNAGAR,DELHI-
110059HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMEFROMRAJA PEEYUSHTO
RAJAPIYUSHFORALL FUTURE
PURPOSE. 0040625624-1

II,, R Eshwari,W/OGRajesh
WaranR/o L-342, Shakurpur JJ
Colony, Saraswati Vihar S.O,
Delhi-110034. have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasEshwari

0070797825-1

II,, Prakriti VermaD/O Jitender
KumarVarma, R/o LocoRoad,
Near Barsati Garrage, Bholepur
Fatehgarh, Farrukhabad, Uttar
Pradesh-209625. Declare that
NameofMyFather andMy
Mother hasbeenwrongly
writtenas JKVermaand
RanjanaVerma inmy10th
ClassCertificate. Theactual
nameofMyFather andMy
Mother are JitenderKumar
VarmaandRanjana,which
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0070797822-1

II,, Jayanti Devi,W/O Jeet Singh
R/oPlotATKhNo-132/4
DichaonEnclaveNajafgarh,
Delhi-110043. have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
Knownas Janki Devi

0070797819-1

II,, PawanKumar S/ODharma
Nand, R/o FlatNo-C-203, Sukh
SagarApparment, PlotNo- 12,
OppShikshaBharti School,
Sector-9DwarkaSec-6, South
WestDelhi-110075, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasPawan
KumarVashist. 0070797810-1

II,, ParkeshAliasParkashChand
Bedi S/OGendaRam,R/o
1/1660C/35Gali NO-3,
MadhubanViharColony ITC
Road,Ojpura, Saharanpur,
Uttar Pradesh- 247001, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasPrakash
Chand. 0070797806-1

II ChandraKalaW/OAshok
KumarR/OH.No-810,Sector-3,
R.K.Puram,NewDelhi-110022
HaveChangedmyName to
Chandrakala Sharma.

0040625606-6

II Ankur SachdevaaliasMunish
PrakashS/oSh.OmPrakash
SachdevaR/o 305, TagorePark,
Model Town, Dr.Mukherjee
Nagar S.O., NorthWestDelhi,
Delhi-110009 have changedmy
name toAnkur Sachdeva for all
purposes.

0040625556-4

II AdeshKumar S/oRamKumar
R/o.H.No.85-86, First Floor,
Pocket-9, Sector-25, Rohini,
Delhi-110086, have changedmy
minor daughter nameKumkum
toKumkumKaushik for future
purpose.

0040625560-1

II Pankaj Kumar S/oDarshan
SinghR/o 1C Flat, C1ABlock,
Janakpuri C-4, Delhi-110058,
have changedmyname to
Pankaj Kapoor.

0070797843-1

II Nitin Kumar F/oNavya, DOB-
21.04.2008. Hermother isVinita
Kumar, R/oA-704, Pearl
Heights, RamprasthaGreen,
Sector-7, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
PIN- 201010,Wehavechanged
ourdaughter’s name from
Navya toNavyaKumar forever.

0040625557-1

II AbhinavS/O,VijayKumarR/o F
602DwarkaDhamApartment,
PlotNo- 13, Sector 23Dwarka,
NewDelhi 110075 have
changedmyname toAbhinav
Choudhary for all purposes

0040625572-1

I,VINEETTIWARI,S/oBRIGR.S.
TIWARY,
R/O.388,WARD.12,SECTOR-
37,ARUN-VIHAR,NOIDA-
201303,changedmyMinor-Son
nameAKSHAYTIWARI to
AKSHAYTIWARY.

0040625619-3

I,DivyjyotiMediratta,D/oTilak
Raj JunejaR/o.261 Sita-Ram
Appartment Patparganj,
I.P.Extension,Delhi-110092have
changedMyName,from
DivyjyotiMediratta to
Divyjyoti,for All Purposes.

0040625614-8

I RakeshS/O,AnekSinghR/oB-
12a, RanaPark, Village Siras
Pur, Badli, Delhi-110042have
changedmyname toRaju for
all purposes.

0040625573-1

I, SharmilaDeviW/o JC297939F
Ishwar SinghR/oZ-16, Z-Block,
Gali No-2, PremNagarNajafgarh
inform that inmyhusband
Service records&PensionBook
myname&dateof birth has
wronglymentionedasSARMILA
DEVI 29.05.1969 insteadof
SharmilaDevi 13.07.1969.

0040622453-3

I,MaheshKumar S/oKrishanLal
Yadav, R/o 457/12, Krishna
Colony, Gurgaon,Haryana
inform that
in daughter's (Sakshi Yadav)
school recordsmynamehas
wronglymentionedasMahesh
KRYadav insteadofMahesh
Kumar. 0040625347-1

I, Sunil Kumar Singh s/o Late Sh.
IndraDeoSingh, have lostmy
Original Property Papers
Documents thoseare
possession Letter and
allotment Letter, Related tomy
flatNo. B-7, 3rd Floor,Mother
Dairy EmployersCGHSLTD., Plot
No-6, Dwarka, Sector-5, New
Delhi-110075, if anyone finds it
kindly contactmeat
9934125817. 0040625456-8

WWeeKul BhushanKumar Lamba
AndManMohanKumar Lamba
R/o-FlatNo.134, DUStaff CGHS
Ltd, Kadambari, Sector-9,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 Lost our
Original Allotment Letter,
ShareCertificate&Misc.
Documents of theabove said
flat. FinderContact-8383809369

0040625375-2

II,, NirmalGuptaD/O Jaiprakash,
W/OSatyaPrakashR/oPasra,
Near JainMandir, Ambehata
Dehat, Saharanpur, Uttar
pradesh- 247340. have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasNirmalaGupta

0070797805-1

II,, NirjeshKumarAliasNiraj
KumarGargS/OMahendraPal,
R/oHNo19, Chatta, Gangoh,
Khalsa, saharanpur, Uttar
pradesh- 247341, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasNeeraj Kumar
Garg. 0070797803-1

II,,MonaGoel,W/OKamal
KishoreR/o 644/A, Jawahar
Colony, Patel Nagar, New
Mandi,Muzaffarnagar,
MuzaffarNagarCity, Uttar
Pradesh-251002. have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasPramodGoel

0070797807-1

II,,Manjeet SinghR/OHouse.No
518/7,SubhashNagar,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,HaveChanged
myMinorDaughterName
PrabhleenKaur toPrabhleen
Narang. 0040625606-7

II,, LANKAWARKHADE, Spouseof
No. 14648835A(HAV)
WARKHADESANTOSH
RAJARAM,R/o.House-Ganraj
Apartment, Village&P.O.-
Nighoj, Tehsil-Parner, District-
Ahmednagar,Maharashtra-
414306, have changedmyname
aftermarriage fromLANKA
WARKHADE toWARKHADE
LANKASANTOSH, vide
affidavit: IN-
DL70061803311510U, dated:
04/08/2022, beforeNotary
Advocate-Rajkumar, Regd.No.-
6536, NewDelhi. 0070797856-1

II,, Janvi D/OBalaramBhaumik,
R/o 167/21, Raj Nagar, Khandsa
Road, Gurgaon,Haryana,
122001. have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
as JitishaBhaumik

0070797813-1

II,, Jagveer SinghSaini S/oShri
Shyamlal SinghSaini R/oAE-
118, Block-A, AvantikaColony,
Ghaziabad-201002, Uttar
Pradeshdeclare that nameof
mineandmy father hasbeen
changed fromJagveer Singh
Saini S/o Shri Shyamlal Singh
Saini to Jagveer SinghS/oShri
Shyamlal Singh for all future
purposes. 0040625558-1

II,, DimpuVivekS/OSanjay
Kumar, R/oHouseNo-D-183,
ShyamVihar Phase-1,
Najafgarh, Dindar Pur, South
WestDelhi-110043, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasVivek
Shah. 0070797830-1

II,, DeepaaliasDeepaRani D/O
Sunder Lal,W/OMunish Juneja
R/o 2/10, Spring FieldColony
Sector-31-32, Amarnagar,
Faridabad,Haryana-121003.
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
Deepa Juneja 0070797836-1

II,, Birendra SinghS/oDevSingh
R/oS-2/476, AsianGames
VillageComplex, Siri Ram
SinghMarg, SadiqNagar,
SouthDelhi-110049, have
changedmyname toVirendra
Singh. 0070797821-1

II,, Bansi Lal Kholiwal S/OMange
Ram,R/oHouseNo-405, 3rd
Floor, F Block, SudarshanPark,
RameshNagar, Delhi-110015,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
Bansi Lal. 0070797817-1

II,, AnupamaW/oShri Arvind. R/o
H.No.481, NearDayalMarket,
AlipurDelhi-110036, have
ChangedmyNameGudiya to
Anupama for all purposes.

0040625563-1

II,, AnandLata Saroha,W/O
SureshKumar SarohaR/oH.
NO- 2/1B,OppShivMandir,
Mansarovar,Meerut,Meerut
Cantt, Uttar Pradesh- 250001.
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
AnandLata 0070797802-1

II,, AjayKumarS/O-HukamChand
AmarR/O,H.No-148,Old
HousingBoard-Colony, Near
Subzi-Mandi SonipatHaryana-
131001, have changedmyname
toAjayKumar Sharma.

0040625675-2

II,, AbhayKumar SinghS/o Late
Baidyanath Singh residingat
VillageAhirauli Baghel, Post
Ahirauli Baghel, Distt Deoria,
StateUP, inmyarmy records,
mydaughter’s namewas
enterederroneously asAyushi
insteadof her correct name is
Ayushi Singh. So I request to all
mydaughtermaybeknownas
Ayushi Singh insteadofAyushi.

0060093212-1

II SunnyKumar S/oSh.
Mahender SinghR/oNearOld
ShivMandir,Mohammad
Shahpur, Fakharpur, Khekada,
Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh-250101
have changedmyname to
SunnyChoudhary for all
purposes. 0040625556-5

II SukhmaDeviM/oHavCharan
Singh r/o Mundital, Churu (Raj)
have changedmyname from
SukhmaDevi to SUKHAMADEVI
vide affidavit dt 30.07.2022
beforeRajgarh court.

0040625553-1

II RoseMaryD/O, BenjimanPeter
R/oNrGodSchool, 226/2,
KrishnaColonyRohtak,
Haryana-124001have changed
myname toRani Peter for all
purposes. 0040625628-1

II PushmeetAnandD/O, Inder
MohanAnandR/oHNo-g-19,
Block-g, VikasPuri, TilakNagar
Delhi-110018have changedmy
name toPushpmeetAnand for
all purposes.

0040625629-1

II Narender S/oPartapSinghR/o
Primanti T 5.1103 SPR-Road
Sector-72, FazilpurGurgoan,
Haryana, have changedmy
name toNarender Singh for all
futurepurposes.

0070797877-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT
SMT. URMILA IS THE OWNER OF THE SAID
FREEHOLD RESIDENTIAL PLOT BEARING NO.
18, ADMEASURING 600.99 SQ. YDS.,
SECTOR-14, IN THE SAID COLONY SITUATED
AT OMAXE CITY, VILLAGE SARAI
AURANGABAD, TEHSIL BAHADURGARH,
SECTOR-3, 3A & 14 DISTRICT JHAJJAR
HARYANA & IN THIS PROPERTY SMT. URMILA
HAVE LOST THE LAST PAGE OF THE SAID
SALE DEED DATED 13.04.2021 EXECUTED BY
SMT. SUSHMA BAJAJ IN FAVOUR OF SMT.
URMILA, REGISTERED AS DOC. NO. 341, IN
ADD. BOOK NO. 1, VOL. NO. 490/47, ON
PAGES 53-55/177.25, IN THE OFFICE OF SR
BAHADURGARH AND ALSO FILE THE FIR IN
DELHI POLICE ON 02/08/2022 REGARDING
THE SAME.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE
SHOULD INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA

Advocate
D-446/2022

125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR,
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to bring to the Public notice that
my client Mrs. Renuka Chawla, is the
50% absolute owner and in possession
of the Agricultural Land measuring 11
Bighas 3 Biswas, bearing Khasra Nos.
88//21//1, East (2-3) 105//11/1 min. (0-
17), 1East (3-16), 10/1 East (3-14) 10/2
(0-8), 26 (0-5), situated in the revenue
estate of village Bijwasan Tehsil
Kapashera, New Delhi. Anyone dealing
in the above-mentioned property or any
portion of the above-mentioned property
without her consent, will do so at their
own risk and any transaction regarding
the above-mentioned properties will be
considered as illegal and it will subject to
strict scrutiny of the authorities and the
Hon'ble Court(s), as required. MAYANK
WADHWA, Advocate B – 4/170,
Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi –
110029

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

PUBIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO GENERAL PUBLIC AT
LARGE that my client Mrs. Raj Rani W/o Late
Sh. Ramesh Chand Parmar R/o RZ- 695/314,
Gali No. 6C, Geetanjali Park, West Sagarpur,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110046 has severed
all his relation & connections from her son
namely Sh. Deepak Parmar and has disowned
him and all his legal heirs/ family members
(Wife and Daughter) from all moveable and
immoveable properties in all manners on
account of his misconduct and misbehaviour
beyond control. Henceforth, my client shall not
be responsible for acts, deeds and things of his
abovenamed son and anyone dealing with him
in any manner shall be doing so at their own
risk and responsibility and my client is not
responsible in any manner.

Sd/-
RISHABH GUPTA

ADVOCATE
6-G, FIRST FLOOR, KAMLA NAGAR

DELHI-110007

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Baljot Singh S/o Surinder
Singh, Ajit Kaur W/o Baljot Singh both
R/o L-39/A, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-
110017 have disowned their son namely
Premjot Singh their daughter-in-law
namely Jasbeer Kaur and grandsons
namely Jassjot Singh and Karamjot
Singh from all their properties (movable
& immovable) from today onwards and
severed relations from them. If anybody
deals with them, then it will be
his/her/their own risks and costs, and my
clients and their other family members
shall not be liable for the same.

Sd/-
S.P. Tripathi

Enrl.No. D 302-A/2022 (Advocate)
Chamber No. 576 Saket Court

Complex New Delhi-110017
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to bring to the Public notice that
my clients Sh. Rahul Chawla and Smt.
Indu Chawla, are the joint and absolute
owners and in possession of the
property bearing No. 2654, Ground
Floor, Bank Street, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi and property bearing No. 2654,
Mezzanine Floor, Bank Street, Karol
Bagh, New Delhi. Anyone dealing in the
above-mentioned properties or any
portion of the above-mentioned
properties without their consent, will do
so at their own risk and any transaction
regarding the above-mentioned
properties will be considered as illegal
and it will subject to strict scrutiny of the
authorities and the Hon'ble Court(s), as
required. MAYANK WADHWA,
Advocate B – 4/170, Safdarjung
Enclave,NewDelhi – 110029

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to bring to the Public notice
that my client Mrs. Renuka Chawla
is the absolute owner and in
possession of property bearing No.
E – 18A, East of Kailash, New
Delhi. Anyone dealing in the above-
mentioned property or any portion
of the above-mentioned property
without my consent, will do so at
their own risk and any transaction
regarding the above-mentioned
properties will be considered as
illegal and it will subject to strict
scrutiny of the authorities and the
H o n ' b l e C o u r t ( s ) , a s
required.MAYANK WADHWA,
Advocate B – 4/170, Safdarjung
Enclave,NewDelhi – 110029

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform in general
public that Renu Bhargava W/o,
Late Jagdish Kumar Bhargava
R/o A-95, Gali No. 10, Chander
Vihar, Near Kali Mandir Delhi
110092 had acquired the above
mentioned property by way of
original papers of G.P.A, Will and
Affidavit on 07.05.2001 and all
the original documents have
been lost in Karkardooma Court
Parking Premises on 01.08.22
and lost report bearing no.
649654/2022 dated 01.08.22
was registered at P.S. Crime
Branch Delhi. In case any
person found this document
then he shall inform below
person or any person having,
any claim or objection on this
property may file their claim or
objections along with supporting
documents addressed to the
undersigned within 7 days of
publication of this notice. Failing
which it shall be construed that
there is no claim on the below
said property.
Property Schedule: A-95, Gali
No. 10, Chander Vihar, Near Kali
Mandir, Delhi 110092

Sd/-
Umesh Sinha

Advocate
Ch. No. 341, Western wing,

Tis Hazari Delhi-110054

Notice is hereby given to
the Public at large that
deceased Mr.Ranjit Mohan
Buckshee as KARTA of
K.C. BUCKSHEE & SONS
(HUF) was allotted
Residential Plot No.B-194,
Sector 19 Noida, by the
Noida Authority vide
Judgment Dated 27th
May,2006, passed by
Hon'ble Sh. Shakil Ahmad
Khan, Civil Judge in Civil
Suit 1182/1990,which has
become final. The above
said property, has been
held to be Joint Hindu
Property. In pursuance
thereof, now a request has
been made to Noida
Authority to mutate the
said property Jointly in the
names of Mr. Suresh
Bakshi and Mr. Sunil
Mohan Buckshee, which
has been done by Noida
Authorities vide letter
Dated 28th July,2022.
Members of Public are
hereby notified that if any-
one has any adverse
claim/objection of whatso-
ever nature either on the
transfer of the above said
property in the name of
Mr. Suresh Bakshi and
Mr. Sunil Mohan Buckshee
or they further transferring
the property in favour of
Mr. Kirpal Singh through
POA holder Mr. Anand
Kumar in respect of the
afore said Residential Plot,
he/she is advised to place
their claim /objection with
Noida Authority,
Residential Plot Division,
Sector 6, Noida with
written evidence within 15
days from the date of the
present publication.
Please note that claims
received without written
evidence shall not be
entertained.

SUNIL MOHAN
BUCKSHEE

C-467 DEFENCE
COLONY,

GROUND FLOOR,
NEW DELHI-110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Our clients (1). Vijender Kr. Garg (Ph,
No. 8373933362) S/o. Late Sh.
Manohar Lal and (2). Neena Garg
W/o. Sh. Vijender Kr. Garg both R/o.
H.No. 41, Upper Grd. Floor, Ext,-1-C,
Kaushik Road,Nangloi, Delhi-110041,
have already severed all their relations
from their son namely Mr.Anurag Garg
(M : 8375824877) and his wife namely
Ms. Gulshan and their son namely
Parikshit Garg alias hannu, so, have
disowned them with effect from (w.e.f.)
01.07.2022, from all their movable and
immovable properties and assets. Pls.
don't deal with them under belief of
them belong to our clients. Any one
dealing with them would be at his/her
own risk. Our clients wouldn't be
responsible and liable in any direct or
indirect manner.

Vijay Singla (Advocate)
En. No. D/1358/01
Mob.9868001129

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information
that I, Pratyaksh Sharma S/o
Jagdeep Sharma R/o WZ-363,
2nd Floor, Gali No. 20, Om
Sweet, Shiv Nagar, Janakpuri,
New Delhi-58, declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as Jagdeep
Kumar Sharma in my 10th &
12th Class Certificates and
Marksheets Record the actual
name of my father is Jagdeep
Sharma (Jagdeep), which may
be amended accordingly.

New Delhi
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST4

THE INTERNATIONALMone-
taryFund(IMF)Thursdaysug-
gested Indiawithdraw fiscal
andmonetarypolicystimulus
gradually, developexport in-
frastructureandscaleupship-
mentsbygettingintofreetrade
agreementswithkey trading
partners, in abid tomaintain
comfortable external sector
balanceovermediumterm.
Thesesteps,theFundsaid,

should alsobe accompanied
byfurtherliberalisationofthe
investment regimeanda re-
ductionintariffs,especiallyon
intermediategoods.
Amidadepreciationofthe

rupee against the dollar, the
Fundsuggestedthatinterven-
tions in the forexmarket be
limited to “addressingdisor-

derly market conditions”.
GiventhattheReserveBankof
India (RBI) alreadyhas com-
fortable level of foreign ex-
changereservesdespiterecent
drop(thesearestillenoughto
cover eight months of im-
ports), accumulationof addi-
tional reserves is less war-
ranted,itsaid.
Inits2022ExternalSector

Report, the IMF also said:
“Structural reforms could
deepen integration inglobal
value chains and attract
FDI...”FE

POLICYWATCH
FISCAL, MONETARY STEPS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST4

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Boardof India(Sebi)hasinitiated
forensic audit into the financial
statements of FutureRetail (FRL)
and Future Supply Chain
Solutions (FSC) over concerns of
improper disclosure of financial
information.
Themarketsregulatorhasalso

appointedChokshi&ChokshiLLP,
a chartered accountant firm, as

the forensic auditor, two Future
Group companies informed the

stockexchangeinseparatestate-
ments. “The Sebi has reasonable
groundstobelievethatthedisclo-
sureof financial informationand
the business transactions in the
matter of FRL have been dealt
with in amannerwhichmaybe
detrimental to the interestof the
investors or the securitiesmar-
kets…,”FutureEnterprises (FEL),
oneof thegroupcompanies said
inaregulatoryupdate.
“…an intermediary or a per-

sonassociatedwiththesecurities
marketmay have violated the

provisionsoftheSebiAct,”thereg-
ulatoryfilingsaid,quotingaletter
itreceivedfromSebi.Theletter,an
email,wasaddressedtoFRL’sres-
olutionprofessional, itadded.
The audit is with respect to

consolidatedfinancialstatements
and account books of FRL and
someotherentitiesforthefinan-
cial years ended March 2020,
March 2021 andMarch 2022, it
said.AnothergroupcompanyFSC,
inaseparatestatementsaidanau-
ditof thecompanywouldalsobe
conducted.FE

‘SpiceJet flights to be
reinstated gradually’
REUTERS
NEWDELHI, AUGUST4

THE DIRECTORATE General of
CivilAviation (DGCA)will allow
SpiceJetLtdtoreinstateflightsin
a“gradedmanner”oncetheair-
lineshowsithassufficientengi-
neering strength and the finan-
cialability tostockuponspares,
thewatchdog toldReuters.
Last week, in an unprece-

dented move, it slashed
SpiceJet’s approved departures

by 50 per cent for a period of
eight weeks after an audit re-
vealed the airline’s inability to
establish“asafe,efficientandre-
liable” service.
DGCAchiefArunKumarsaid

SpiceJetwill bepermitted to re-
instateitscapacitybutinagrad-
ualmannerandonce it demon-
strates it has fixed the
manpowerandsparepartshort-
ages. “At this point of timewe
feeltheycanonlyoperate50%of
their capacitywithout compro-
misingsafety,”Kumarsaid.

¶fZMXe ¶f¨ffAû, ¶fZMXe ´fPÞfAû

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad°fdSX¢°f ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fa°ff, Àff½fÊªfd³fIY d³f¸ffÊ¯f d½f·ff¦f,
Àfa·ff¦f-¶feIYf³fZSX

IiYa̧ ffIY: 1483 dQ³ffaIY: 29.07.2022

(DIPR/C/9609/2022 )d³fd½fQf ÀfaVfû²f³f
d¶fOX-Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 04/2022-23 ¸fZÔ ÀfaVfû²f³f

BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f IZ ´fÂffaI 1128 dQ³ffaI 12.07.2022 IZ õfSf Sfª¹f ¸ff¦fûÊ IZ 2 »fZ³f ¨füOÞfBÊI S¯f WZ°fb ªffSe À½feIÈ d°f¹fûÔ
IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f À½feIÈ °f ÀfOÞI I f¹fûÔÊ WZ°fb ªffSe d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS ÀfaVfû²f³f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W`:-

A³¹f Àf·fe Vf°fZË ¹f±ff½f°f SWZ¦feÜ

WXÀ°ff./-

(Àfb²feSX ¸ff±fbSX)

Ad°fdSX¢°f ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fa°ff

Àffd³fd½f, Àfa·ff¦f-¶feIYf³fZSX

IiY¸f
Àfa.

dUUSX¯f ´fcUÊ ¸fZÔ ´fiIYfdVf°f
ÀfÔVfû²f³f

ÀfÔVfû²f³f þû A¶f
´fPÞXf þf¹fZÔÜ

1 d¶fO Af½fZQ³f OfC³f»fûO
I S³fZ I e °ffSe£f

dQ³ffÔI 20.07.2022 ´fif°f: 9.30 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
10.08.2022 Àff¹fa 06.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

dQ³ffIÔ 20.07.2022 ´ffi °f: 9.30 ¶fþZ
ÀfZ 17.08.2022 Àff¹Ô f 06.00 ¶fþZ °fI

2 ´fie-d¶fO d¸fÎM¦f dQ³ffÔI 22.07.2022 ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fþZ dQ³ffÔI 02.08.2022 ´fif°f: 11.00
¶fþZ

3 d¶fO ªf¸ff I S½ff³fZ/
A´f»fûO I S³fZ I e °ffSe£f

dQ³ffÔI 22.07.2022 ¸f²¹ff³W 12.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
10.08.2022 ÀffÔ¹f 06.00 ¶fþZ °fI

dQ³ffÔI 02.08.2022 ¸f²¹ff³W 12.00 ¶fþZ
ÀfZ 17.08.2022 ÀffÔ¹f 06.00 ¶fþZ °fI

4 d¶fO £fû»f³fZ I e °ffSe£f 12.08.2022 I û ¸f²¹ff³W ´f›f°f 04.00 ¶fþZ 18.08.2022 I û ¸f²¹ff³W ´f›f°f
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India needs to
roll back stimulus
gradually: IMF

Sebiheadquarters File

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST4

THE RUPEE depreciated by 25
paisetocloseat79.40againstthe
USdollaronThursday,postingits
seconddayof lossesamiddisap-
pointingmacroeconomic data
andUS-Chinatensions.
Participants also stayed on

the sidelines ahead of the RBI’s
interest rate decision on Friday,
forextraderssaid.
At the interbank foreign ex-

change market, the local cur-
rency opened at 79.21 and
dropped to an intra-day low of
79.85. It clawed back some lost
ground to finally end at 79.40,
down25paise over its previous
closeof79.15.
The dollar index, which

gauges thegreenback’s strength
againstabasketofsixcurrencies,
fell0.27percentto106.22.Brent
futures,theglobaloilbenchmark,
fell2.8percentto$94.01perbar-
relasof2:42pmET.
According to Gaurang

Somaiya,Forex&BullionAnalyst,
MotilalOswalFinancialServices,
volatility for the rupeewill re-
main high following increasing
tensions between China andUS
following US House Speaker
NancyPelosi’svisit toTaiwan.
“We expect the USD-INR

(spot) to trade sideways and
quote in the range of 79.20 and
79.80 in the short-term,”
Somaiyaadded.
Onthedomesticequitymar-

ket front, the BSE Sensex ended
51.73 points or 0.09 per cent
lowerat58,298.80points,while

the broader NSE Nifty fell 6.15
points or 0.04 per cent to
17,382.00points.
Foreigninstitutionalinvestors

remainednetbuyers in thecap-
ital market on Wednesday as
they purchased shares worth
Rs 765.17 crore, as per exchange
data.
Forex traders said the rupee

isunderperformingamongAsian
currencies amid a record high
trade deficit and safe-haven de-
mand for the dollar as investors
weigh risks associatedwith the
US-Chinatensions.WITHPTI

FPIsREMAINBUYERSBUTUS-CHINATENSIONWEIGHS

RUPEE VSDOLLAR

July 27 Aug4

Invertedscale 79.40

79.90 THERUPEEhasbeenun-
der immensepressure
aftera recordhigh trade
deficitnumberand
lower readingof
servicesPMI.
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Ahead of RBImove on rate
hike, Re,markets tumble

Fed officials
bet on 50-bp
increase in rate

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,AUGUST4

US FEDERAL Reserve officials
voiced their determination
again onWednesday to rein in
high inflation.
“Themorelikelyscenarioiswe

would continue raising (interest
rates)andthenwewouldsitthere
untilwehavea lot of confidence
that inflation iswell on itsway
back down to 2 per cent,”
Minneapolis FedpresidentNeel
Kashkari added.
“I start from the idea that 50

bpswouldbea reasonable thing
todo inSeptemberbecause Ibe-
lieve I’mseeing evidence ... that
there are somebright spots for
me,” SanFranciscoFedpresident
MaryDalysaid. REUTERS

Sebi initiates forensic audits of 2 Future cos

TheIMFsuggested
interventionsinforex
marketbelimitedto
“addressing
disorderlymarket
conditions”

BRIEFLY
Amazonfine
NewDelhi:TheCentralCon-
sumerProtectionAuthority
levied a `1 lakhpenalty on
Amazonforsellingpressure
cookers that did notmeet
qualitystandards.

RIL,Balenciaga
NewDelhi:RelianceIndustr-
ies(RIL)armRelianceBrands
said it has signed a long-
term franchise pact with
Balenciaga to introduce the
luxuryfashionbrandhere.

Zomatostake
New Delhi: Zomato said
TigerGlobal cut its stake in
thecompanybyalmosthalf
to2.77%bysellingover18.45
croreshares.

Sebi,MFrules
New Delhi: Sebi has
amendedmutualfundrules
toremoveapplicabilityofthe
definition of “associate” to
sponsors that invest invari-
ousfirmsonbehalfofbene-
ficiariesofinsurancepolicies.

GAILQ1net
NewDelhi:GAIL (India) Ltd
posted a 51% rise in June
quarter net profit on
bumpermargins fromgas
marketing. It saw consoli-
datednetprofitof`3,250.95
crore, or `7.34per share, in
April-June,against`2,157.15
crore, or Rs 4.81 a share, in
theyear-agoperiod.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,AUGUST4

ADANI ROAD Transport Ltd
(ARTL) has inked a definitive
agreementwithMacquarieAsia
Infrastructure Fund to acquire
thelatter’s56.8percentstakein
GujaratRoadandInfrastructure
Company Ltd (GRICL) and 100
percentstakeinSwarnaTollway
PrivateLtd (STPL).
Accordingtoareleaseissued

byAdaniGrouponThursday,the
acquisition— expected to close
in September — is at an enter-
prisevalueof Rs3,110crore.
GRICL has two stretches of

toll roads in Gujarat, including
AhmedabadtoMehsanaonstate
highway-41 and Vadodara to
Halol on state highway-87.
Similarly,STPLhastwostretches
of toll roads in Andhra Pradesh,

includingNational Highway-16
from Tada to Nellore and
Nandigama to Ibrahimpatnam
toVijayawadaonNH-65.
Apart fromthe56.8per cent

stakeitplanstoacquireinGRICL,
ARTL — a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Adani Enterprises Ltd
—willevaluateacquisitionofan-
other26.8percentstakeowned
by IL&FS in the former. The re-
mainingstakeinGRICLisowned
bytheGujaratgovernment.
GRICLwas promoted jointly

by theGujarat government and

IL&FS for widening two road
stretches and converting them
to four lane toll roads.
TheacquisitionofMacquarie

Asia Infrastructure Fund’s toll
roadportfolioinAndhraPradesh
and Gujarat will enhance the
bouquet of ARTL’s business in
highways,which includes eight
hybrid annuity mode (HAM)
projects, five build-operate-
transfer (BOT)projects, andone
toll-operate-transfer(TOT)road
projectin10statesinthecountry
withmore thanRs 41,000 crore
of projectsundermanagement.
ARTL CEO Krishna Prakash

Maheshwarisaid,“ARTLiscom-
mitted to theAdaniGroup’sna-
tion building initiative with a
portfolioofmorethan5,000lane
km of highway projects under
construction/operation. This is
one of the largest portfolios of
toll road assets with high qual-
ity,strongteam,longandrobust
track record of growth and
strongcashflowgenerationwith
lowleverage.”

New Delhi: Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL) on
Thursday reported a 76.48
percentriseinconsolidated
profit atRs468.74crore for
thefirstquarterendedJune
on the back of higher rev-
enue fromoperations. PTI

AEL Q1 net
profit up 76%

REUTERS
LONDON,AUGUST4

THE BANK of England (BoE)
raisedinterestratesbythemost
in27yearsonThursdayinanat-
tempt to smother surging infla-
tion on track to top 13 per cent,
even as it warned a long reces-
sion is coming.
Reeling from a surge in en-

ergy prices after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, the BoE’s rate-
setters voted 8-1 for a half
percentage-point rise in Bank
Rate to1.75per cent, its highest
since late 2008. MPCmember
Silvana Tenreyro cast the lone
vote on Thursday for a smaller
25-basis-point increase.
The big hike had been ex-

pectedbymost economists in a
Reuters poll as central banks
around the world scramble to
containsoaringprices.
Sterling fell as the BoE said

Britainwould enter a recession
at the end of 2022 and not
emerge until early 2024.
Governor Andrew Bailey said
economic uncertainty was ex-
ceptionally largeandalloptions
areopen.“Returninginflationto
the2percenttargetremainsour
absolutepriority,”hesaid.“There
areno ifsorbutsabout that.”
TheBoEsaidBritainwasfac-

ing its biggest slump in living

standardssincerecordsbeganin
the 1960s. Bailey said he had
“hugesympathy”forhouseholds
facingrisingborrowingcostsbut
“I’mafraidthealternativeiseven
worse, in termsofpersistent in-
flation.”Feedbackfrombusiness
leaders and the BoE’s own sur-
veys showed inflation pressure
buildinginthelabourmarketbe-
causeofasevereshortageof jobs
candidates,hesaid.
Bailey noted that British in-

flation had averaged around 2
per cent over the 25 years since
theBoEgainedoperationalinde-
pendence, “not the case for all
centralbanks, certainly.”
ThecentralbanksaidBritain

was facing a recession with a
peak-to-trough fall in output of
2.1percent,similartoaslumpin
the 1990s but far less than the
hits from Covid-19 and the
2008-09global financial crisis.
Thenew forecastwasworse

than recent projections by the
International Monetary Fund,
whichhas saidBritainwill have
the slowest growth and the
highestinflationin2023among
the world’s big developed
economies. The BoE said con-
sumer price inflationwas now
likely topeak at 13.3per cent in
October-thehighestsince1980
- duemostly to the surge in en-
ergypricesfollowingRussia’sin-
vasionofUkraine.

Long recession fear:
BoE raises rate by
50 bps, most in 27 yrs

NewDelhi:AxisBankwillwindup
itsUKsubsidiaryfollowingtermi-
nationofanagreementtosell100
percentofthestaketoOpenPayd
HoldingsLtd.
InMarch2021,AxisBankhad

informed the exchanges about
entering into a share purchase
agreement with OpenPayd
Holdings for saleof 100per cent
stakeinAxisBankUKLtd.

“In this connection,wewish
to informyou that both thepar-
tieshavemutuallydecidednotto
goaheadwiththeaforesaidtrans-
action andaccordinglyhave ter-
minated the Share Purchase
Agreement,” the bank said in a
regulatoryfiling.
Thebankwillnowinitiatethe

windingupprocessofAxisBank
UKLimited, itadded.PTI

‘Auto retail sales dip 8% in
July amid low registrations’

10,09,574:Two-wheeler
retailsales lastmonth,down
11%from11,33,344units in
July2021

59,573:Tractorsaleslast
month,down28%from
82,419units intheyear-ago
period

50,349:Three-wheeler
salesinJuly, increasingby
80%ascomparedto27,908
units intheyear-agoperiod

66,459:Commercialvehicle
sales,up27%lastmonthas
against52,197units inJuly
2021

REPORTDETAILS:TheFederationofAutomobileDealers
Association(FADA),whichrepresentsover15,000automobile
dealers,said itcollecteddataforJulyfrom1,334outof1,409
RTOsacrossthecountry Source: FADA/PTI

14,36,927
Overallautomobileretailsales last
month,ascomparedwith
15,59,106units inJuly2021

2,50,972
Passengervehicle(PV)retailsales
inJuly,seeingadipof5%against
2,63,238units inyear-agoperiod

Automobile retail sales in the country fell 8% on an annual
basis in July on account of fall in registrations of PVs,
two-wheelers and tractors, as per FADA data

BankofEnglandGovernorAndrewBailey(secondfromleft)
withotherofficialsof theUK centralbankattheBoE’s
financialstabilityreportnewsconference,London. Reuters

Atenterprise
valueof `3,110cr

Adani to buy Macquarie Asia’s
toll roads in Andhra, Gujarat

■InMarch2021,Axis
Bankinformedbourses
aboutenteringintoa
sharepurchasedeal
withOpenPayd
Holdingsforsaleof100%
stakeinAxisBankUK

THE BACKSTORY

Axis Bank to wind up UK subsidiary
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EXPRESSADDA

(Fromright)UnionHealthMinisterMansukhMandaviyawithKaunainSheriff,AssistantEditor,TheIndianExpress,andAnantGoenka,ExecutiveDirector,TheIndianExpress

On the success of India’s
COVID-19 vaccinationdrive
I don’t see the successonly through the

prismofvaccineadministration.India’sstory
isbuiltonvaccineresearch,developingofin-
digenousresources,manufacturing,admin-
istration and delivery. In short, it defines
Atmanirbhar Bharat.When over 2.5 crore
doseswere administered bymidnight on
September17,makingitthehighestsingle-
dayvaccination,itwasapersonalmilestone.
I’mfromavillage,wheretohearofavac-

cinewasitselfabigdeal.Gettingvaccinated
wasamammothchallenge.Today,vaccines
areavailableinvillages.About73percentof
theruralpopulationhasbeenvaccinated.

OnCentre&States
working together
during the vaccinedrive

That is the USP of PMNarendraModi.
WhentheCovidcrisisbegan,peoplehadap-
prehensions about the quality of a home-
grownvaccine,whetherwe’dbeabletovac-
cinate the entire populationwithin given
timelines. ButMrModi told us to fight the
crisis inmissionmode, inthespiritof sewa,
and not be blinded by political fights. Our
goals were specific and single-minded:
speedy vaccination of citizens, scaling up
vaccinemanufacturingandfinanciallysup-
portingmanufacturingcompanies.Iwasthe
MinisterofStateforChemicalsandFertilisers
thenandtheDepartmentofPharmaceutical
waspartofmyportfolio.Ivisitedeachplant
andpersonallydocumentedtheirstrengths,
weaknesses,requirementsandworkedout
ways toescalateproduction.Manycompa-

nies had the scientists and capacity to pro-
duce in bulk but no facilities. Sowe linked
themwith companies that had them.We
sourced rawmaterial and our production
volumesincreasedtothreetimes.Today,98
per cent of the population (18 and above),
havebeenadministeredthefirstdosewhile
91 per cent have received both doses. The
precaution dose is ongoing.We’ve also ex-
portedvaccinesandsupportedothercoun-
tries. Indianmanufacturers didn’t think of
profit.Rather,wesuppliedqualitymedicines
at affordable prices. Vaccines, which cost
$20-25globally,wereprovidedfor$4-5.The
kind of fear and deaths during the second
wave,were seen in the thirdwave, too, in
manycountries.Butwehadalreadycarried
out the vaccinations, sowe got saved. At
around1,50,000vaccinationcentresperday,
therewereenoughvaccinators,syringes.Our
drivewasanexampleofbest-management
practices. That’swhy theworld praisedus.
BillGatescongratulatedourCovidmanage-
menteffortsattheWorldEconomicForum.
WhenCovidbegan,thePMassessedthatwe
didn’thaveadearthofbrainpowerandman-
powerbut lackof faith inourscientists.We
trustedthem.

OnwhyModerna&Pfizer
werenot launched in India

Wedidn’tstopanyonefromcominginto
the country.We just asked them to get the
registration done in India to sell their vac-
cines but theyhad reservations. Therewas
aclausetoremoveindemnityandsovereign
guarantees butwe insisted on compliance
withlocalrulesandregulations.Besides,by

(Fromlefttoright)DrNareshTrehan,ChairmanandManagingDirector,
Medanta–TheMedicity;DrArvindLal,ManagingDirector,Lal PathLabs;Dr
SandeepGuleria,KidneyTransplantSurgeon,IndraprasthaApolloHospitals,
NewDelhi;DrSuranjitChatterjee,SeniorConsultant,InternalMedicine,
IndraprasthaApolloHospitals,NewDelhi;UnionHealthMinisterMansukh
Mandaviya;AnantGoenka,DrRajeshChawla,SeniorConsultant,
PulmonologyandCriticalcare,IndraprasthaApolloHospital

(Fromleft toright)LeherSethi,Director, SomethingCreative;BhanuKaila,
Director-Sales,Devans;MarketingConsultantSushma Rao

DrVKPaul,Member(Health),
NitiAayog

DrArvindLal,ManagingDirector,
LalPathLabs

DrHarshMahajan,Chief
Radiologist,MahajanImaging

VOICE BANK

A
t the latest edition of Express Adda,
Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya spoke on behind-the-
scenes of India’s mammoth vaccine

drive, preventive health modules and how the
digital healthmission canmake treatment both
accessible and affordable

‘No poor person should die in this
country for lack of treatment’

DRNARESHTREHAN
CHAIRMAN&MD,
MEDANTA - THEMEDICITY

Inhealthcare,what isyour
vision for thenext10-25years
forprivateandpublichospitals,
andNGOs?Whatwillbeyour
role in this?There isa struggle

thatgoeson,wheresometax
increasesor there isdemandfor
concession. In twoyears, the
infrastructurecosthasbecome
150percent.Weshouldknow
withclaritywhetheroneshould
invest in thecomingyears?
What shouldbeone’s roleas
nationbuilders?
If someone invests, then
they’dwant to knowwhat the
future holds for them. They
wouldn’twant to invest and get
stuck. A partnership is necessary
betweenprivate andgovernment
sectors.Whenwe showyou the
vision for 25 years, you’ll see
the solutions and that visionwill
be formedwith all the
stakeholders’ contributions in
the coming future.

Physician&epidemiologist
DrChandrakantLahariya

AMANPURI
FOUNDER DIRECTOR,
STEADFAST NUTRITION

Life expectancy is improving at
0.33% in India.Howcan
we improveourquality
of life?
Qualityoflifehasahugepurview.

Someone inapoor village anda rich
mansionwillhavedifferentcriteriafor
quality of life. NFHS-5 (National
FamilyHealth Survey) says that the
quality of life is already improving.
Even in the furthest villages, their
housesand toilets andelectricity are
assured.Theirprimaryrequirements
aregettingmet.

DRBISHNUPANIGRAHI
GROUPHEAD,MEDICAL
STRATEGY&OPERATIONS,
FORTIS HEALTHCARE

If therewereacommon
database, itwouldbegoodfor
healtheconomicsanddisease
prevalence inpublicandprivate
sector. Talkingofnon-

communicablediseases,
cancer is spreadingbuthealth
screening isnothappening.
Howshouldwedothat?Like
TB, cancancerbecomea
notifiabledisease too?This
way, it’ll bepickedupearly.
Health screening is donebya lot
of states fromtheir primary
schools. Thebestway to register
cancer is through screening.
Whencancer is detected in the
first stage, survival chances
increase. Primaryhealth and
wellness centreshelp in
screening for breast cancers,
cervical cancers, oral cancers –
whicharemore innumber. It is
important to give themfinancial
support through the
government. Teleconsultations
shouldbeenabled through
eSanjeevani app.

DRKARANTHAKUR
VP,PROJECTS&PUBLICAFFAIRS,
APOLLOHOSPITALS

CoWINwasagamechanger.Is
thereanypolicyinthefuturelike
theCoWINappthateveryone
canuse?
Iwanttobringuniversalvaccines
intotheCoWINapp.Itisgetting
morepopularintheworld.

New Delhi
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On going undercover for
first-hand reports

Whatisthelast-mileeffectofthedeci-
sionsthatIamtakinginsidemyoffice?Till
youdon’tseeit,youwon’tunderstand.And
it’snotjustme,theentireCabinetisdoing
sotoseethatbeneficiariesarenotcheated
and implementation of schemes is fair.
WhenIvisitcities, Isurveyvarioushospi-
tals and JanAushadhiKendras. It is satis-
fying to see a person buyingmedicines
comfortably. So, whenwe sit down to
makedecisions,ourmoraleishigher.

On trust deficit between
doctors and patients
Even today, the faith and respect that

peoplehave for doctors in India ismuch
betterthaninothercountries.Ourcitizens
often consider doctors demi-Gods.
Stressedpatientsmayexpressthemselves
aggressively.Thatshouldnothappen.We
are also doing orientation courseswith
doctors.Inmanycountries,doctors,nurses
andparamedic staff stopped coming to
hospitalsduringtheCovidcrisisbutmed-
icalpersonnel inourcountry risked their
ownlivesandreportedforduty.

Onneed for changes
inmedical training
Weareworkingontwothingsaggres-

sively.Oneisaffordableandqualityhealth-
care forwhicha lot ofmedical tourism is
happening.Howdoweencashthat?The
other is ourhealthworkforcewhich is in
demandallovertheworld.CanIndiacon-
tributetoglobalhealthcare?
Ifwewant to changemedical educa-

tion,wewill have to assess the country’s
requirements,thekindofmedicaleduca-
tionthatisbeingfollowedgloballyandthe
needtofuture-proofourselves.We’llneed
tohaveconversationswithourscientists,
hospital staff andbureaucrats.Only after
we’ve taken suggestions andopinionsof
all stakeholders canwedrawupaction-
ableplansandmoveforward.Thegovern-
ment’s vision for thehealth sector is not
short-term.We are planning for ‘Amrit

Kaal’, when the country celebrates 100
years of freedom. Governments keep
changingbutwhenyouplanlikethis, the
country’sholisticgrowthcanhappen.

Ondigital health ID
From the beginning,Modiji has fo-

cussed on a digital India. Jan-Dhan ac-
countshavehelpedpeoplegetdirectcash
transfers during Covid-stressed times.
Similarly, underABDM, a significant ele-
ment is the digital account or the
AyushmanBharatHealthAccount(ABHA).
This is important becausemyattending
doctor canaccess allmyhealth informa-
tionandhistoryonadigitalplatformand
only anOTP can activate it. There is data
privacy too.My account cannot be re-
openeduntilanewOTPisgenerated.This
isgoingtobeagamechangerasmorethan
20crorepeoplehaveopenedanABHAac-
count.It’sahugecampaignandcouldbea
global first. I requestpeople to joinhands
withthemission.

OnR&D, innovation
and inventing drugs
Wearethepharmacyoftheworldand

ahugeexporterofgenericmedicines.For
musculardystrophy,oneinjectioncostsRs
16crore.Imagineifwecanmakethiscost-
effective.We’ve linked industry andaca-
demiaandarestrengtheningtheNational
InstituteofPharmaceuticalEducationand
Research (NIPER).Wewillsoonbebring-
inginapolicyforthepharmasector.

On a national
mental health plan
During COVID, many institutes

started teleconsultations and received
up to200distress calls everyday. Every
state should have a teleconsultation
centre.We’vealsostartedaprogramme
of training doctors to address mental
healthissuesinhospitals.Wewantpeo-
pletoalsousetheeSanjeevaniapptoget
a teleconsultation with a specialist to
avoid stigma.We have startedmental
health programmes in districts and
traineddoctors.

JournalistNaliniSinghwith
DrNareshTrehan

ManishaVerma,AdditionalDirector
General (Media),MinistryofHealth

DrSureshKumar,MedicalDirector,
LokNayakJaiPrakashHospital

ArohiPatel,AdditionalPStoUnion
HealthMinisterMansukhMandaviya

Chef andauthorSuvirSaran HarpinderPal,CEO&Managing
Director,all4Organics

DrSandeepGuleria, SeniorConsultantandKidneytransplantsurgeon,
IndraprasthaApolloHospitals (left)withDrSuranjitChatterjee,SeniorConsultant,
InternalMedicine,IndraprasthaApolloHospitals,NewDelhi
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TheguestsatExpressAddaheldatLeMéridien,NewDelhi

UnionHealthMinisterMansukhMandaviyaattheExpressAdda Mandaviya interactingwiththeguests

Photos:RenukaPuri, AmitMehra,AbhinavSaha

VOICE BANK

DRANOOPMISRA
EXECUTIVECHAIRMAN,FORTIS
C-DOCHOSPITALFORDIABETES
&ALLIEDSCIENCES

Wehadalotofnationalcontrol
programmesfordiabetesbut
there’snodecreaseinthecases.In
factthere’sanexplosion.The
entireeconomyisgetting
impairedbecauseofthis.It’seasy
tosayit’sanindividualproblem,
butuntiltherearelegalandpolicy
changes,theremaynotbea
change.Doweneedtothinkoutof
thebox?
We do need to think out of the

box. This issue cannot be com-
pletely turned around. Soweneed
to take this step by step.

VNDALMIA
DIRECTORANDFORMERCHAIRMAN,
DALMIAGROUP

Therearemanyobstaclesin
startingmedicalcolleges.Then
childrenstudymedicineabroad.

Uponreturning,theirdegreeisn’t
recognised.Yourthoughts?Also,
shouldn’tweteachourchildren
aboutexerciseandfoodhabitsin
primaryschool?
In thecountry, the48,000MBBS

seatshaveincreasedto97,000.There
aremorethan612medical colleges.
We need more. Abroad, through
middlemen,kidsendupstudyingin
any random college and their gov-
ernmentdoesn’t give thempermis-
sion to practise. We decided with
NMCifachildwantstostudyabroad,
he/sheshouldclearanexamtoprac-
tise here. Under the new education
policy, childrenwill becomemore
health-conscious.

SUDARSHANSUCHI
CEO, SAVETHECHILDREN

The frontlinewarriors,which
includedsomeNGOs,were
workingveryhard in the
pandemic. In the future, how
will thegovernmentworkwith
theNGOs?
AlltheNGOs,individualsand
governmentresources
togethertackledthepandemic.So
nobodyinthecountryhadtosleep
hungry.NGOsareasignificantpart
ofourculture.Wehaveadatabank
ofallNGOsinNITIAYOGaswell.

AmanPuri, FounderDirector, SteadfastNutritionwith Mandaviya

DRSUNEETMARWAH
CHIEFADMINISTRATIVEOFFICER,
INDIANSPINAL INJURIESCENTRE

Thegovernmentwants toadda
fivepercentGSTonroomrent.
Won’t thisaffectaffordable
health? Is thereawaythat
hospitalscanbegivensome
benefitwhichtheycanpassonto
thepatients?
Therearetwokindsofhealthcare.
Onewayiswhereapatientgets
treatmentataprivatehospital.The
otherisbyusinggovernment
hospitalsandschemes.Inthecaseof
thelatter,theideaisthatthere
shouldbenoinconvenience.

thenIndiancompanieshadbegunmass-
scaleproduction,sotheywontherace.

On tackling regular
Covid surges
Wetakedecisionsonlyafterconsulting

experts.Once,afteradiscussiononasur-
veyinNewYork,whichstudied200peo-
ple to assess the effects of a vaccine,we
discussed if amodern app like CoWIN,
whichhasdataondosageineveryIndian
city and the vaccinator, couldbeusedby
the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) to issue a similar re-
port.ICMRcameoutwithits
study that was globally
recognised. Similarly, for
COVID,ourexpertsguideus.
Atpresent, varioussub-vari-
antsofarecausinginfections.
Our team says thatwhen a
varianthasasub-variant, its
effectsarelesssevere.So,the
viruswill stay and become
like influenza, afflictingpeo-
pleonceor twiceeveryyear.
But inIndia, it isundercontrol.

Oncollaboratingwithprivate
sector to screenNon
CommunicableDiseases

Screeningiscrucialtomakehealthcare
accessible and affordable apart from
strengthening public health.Modiji de-
cidedtostart1,50,000healthandwellness
centres.Outofthese,1,20,000havealready
comeupandcanconducttests for13dis-
eases. India is theonlycountrywherebe-
sides primary, secondary and tertiary
healthcare, we also have the
ASHA(AccreditedSocialHealthActivists)
behen. The role of theseworkers inman-
aging women’s health is significant.
Keeping this data set inmind,we should
focus onanational awareness campaign
onscreening.

On sedentary lifestyles
and healthcare
WeareadoptingaWesternlifestylebut

howdowebalance it? In a country like

Switzerland, there aremore cycles than
people. It’s the same inDenmark. Every
countryhasadifferentclimate,soilandre-
sourceswhich influence their food. Our
country is extremelydiverse. Every state
hasitsownuniquefood.Besideseatingthe
foodwehavegrownupwith,wealsoneed
toexercise.Simpletweakslikeusingacy-
cleforshortdistancesandreservingthecar
forlongerjourneysarehelpful.WhenIwas
staying atNorthAvenue, I’d cycle to the
Parliament.Healthhastobeseenasakey
indexof development. The idea tomake

healthcareaffordableandac-
cessibleledtotheAyushman
Bharat Yojana, the ECRP-II
package, the Ayushman
BharatHealth Infrastructure
Missionandtheexpansionof
theNationalHealthMission.
Apersonliving inthere-

motestareashouldfeel that
there is public concern
about his/her well-being. A
poor villager with a heart
conditionoftenavoidssurgi-

cal intervention because he cannot
arrange the Rs 1.5-2 lakhwithout help
from amoneylender. And he does not
want topass on theburden to repay the
loanontohisfamily. I’veseenmanysuch
incidents inmy own village. Ayushman
Bharat emerged from this gap between
accessibilityandaffordability. In the last
fewyears,3.5crorepeoplehavehadsur-
geriesandtheir liveshavebeensaved.

Onmeasures for those
not eligible under
Ayushman Bharat
Once we strengthen Ayushman

Bharat, we will look at expanding
health infrastructure by setting up 22
AIIMScentres.Healthcare is free ingov-
ernment hospitals and the poor are
covered under some or the other
scheme. But schemes don’t work in a
straitjacketed manner. With time, we
will need improvements. Nopoor per-
son should die in this country for lack
of treatment.

ScantheQRcodeto
watchAdda

New Delhi
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PNB Financial Results for the Quarter Ended 30th June
2022 Global Gross Advances grew by 10.21% on YoY
basis to . 800177 Cr. Retail Credit increased by 10.77%
on YoY basis to 146321 Cr as at the end of June’22.
CASA share improved by 119 bps to 46.34%. Savings de-
posits grew by 6.61% to 447258 Cr. Net profit for Q1
FY'23 was at 308 Cr & grew 52.48% on QoQ.basis. Op-
erating Profit was at . 5379 Cr during Q1 FY’23. Net inter-
est income increased by 4.27% YoY to 75l43 Cr. Fee
based income increased by 25.68% YoY to. 2055 Cr.

PSB Key Highlights of Reviewed Financial Results for
the Q1 FY 2022-23 Net Profit grows by 17.82% on Y-o-Y
basis from Rs.174 Cr for Q1 FY2022 to Rs.205 Cr for
Q1 FY 2023. Net Interest Income grows by 22.45% on Y-
o-Y basis to Rs.709 Cr in Q1 FY2023. Return on Assets
improves to 0.64%, improvement of 5 bps (Y-o-Y). Net In-
terest Margin improves to 2.92% in Q1 FY2023 from
2.50% in Q1FY2022. CASA Deposit share improves by
269 bps & stands at a level of 34.00% with a growth of
11.97% on Y-o-Y basis. RAM (Retail, Agriculture &
MSME) Advances grow by 15.88% on Y-o-Y basis. Retail
advances up by 17.99% to Rs.12040 Cr (Y-o-Y). MSME
advances up by 17.09% to Rs.13038 Cr (Y-o-Y). Agricul-
ture advances up by 12.29% to Rs.10903 Cr (Y-o-Y).

BIS is committed to quality of products and services.
The Indian Standards formulated by BIS form the basis for
Product Certification Schemes, which provide Third
Party Assurance of Quality of products to consumers.
BIS implements Quality Control Orders (QCOs) issued
by the Government which ensure that the notified prod-
ucts conform to the requirements of the relevant Indian
Standard(s). After the date of commencement of the
QCO, no person can manufacture, import, distribute, sell,
hire, lease, store or exhibit for sale any product(s) covered
under the QCO without a Standard Mark except under a
valid certification from BIS.

Punjabi Academy, Delhi has successfully organized
"Teej Festival" at Dilli Haat, Pitampura, New Delhi on 30-31
July 2022. Multiple renowned artists such as Kamal Gill,
Monika Kotnala (Rinky) and Punjabi Movie "Bajre Da
Sitta" fame actress Noor Chehal have enthusiastically
performed in the programme. Apart from the Folk
Singing related to Teej Festival, Punjabi Folk dances i .e.
Gidha & Bhangra has also been brilliantly performed by
the Academy artists.

Tata Power-DDL appeals to Delhiites not to fly kites near
electrical installations and overhead power lines ahead of
the festival season. The kite string, popularly termed as
‘Manjha’ often get in contact & entangled with the overhead
live wire. The wide-spread use of metal coated manjha
posesagreat dangernotonly to theperson flying thekite, but
may also disrupt electricity supply of an area Kite Flying is
popular especially around Independence Day in Delhi. Ac-
cording to estimates, tripping of one 33/66 KV overhead
line can disrupt power supply to over 10,000 residents of an
area and tripping of a single 11 KV line to over 2,500 resi-
dents. It can takeanywherebetween15minutes to2hours to
deal with damage caused by kite flying to power cables.
Each year, there are several instances of kite-flying-related
trippings.

The 4-day India International Hospitality Expo 2022 was
inaugurated at India Expo Centre and Mart, Greater Noida
by BB Swain, Secy MSME, along with R Kumar, Chairman
IEML and Mercy Epao, Jt Secy MSME.

INAUGURATION- INDIA INT’L HOSPITALITY EXPO

VK Singh, Dir.(Pers), POWERGRID has been conferred with
an Honorary Doctorate by Sunrise University of Rajasthan for
his exceptional contribution towards enhancement of Human
Capital Management.

CONFERRED - POWERGRID

Group Centre CRPF, Langjing, Imphal, celebrated its 52nd
raising day. On this auspicious occasion, GC CRPF,
Langjing, Imphal organized various programmes. A fete was
also organized on this occasion.

RAISING DAY - CRPF

The Ministry of Power in association with District Adminis-
tration, & coordinated by POSOCO, organised a ‘Bijli Ma-
hotsav’ under the umbrella of Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal Bhav-
ishya – Power @2047 at Govt Girls HS School, South Delh.

BIJLI MAHOTSAV- POSOCO
PNB won the first prize for the Target Achiever’s Category at
the “Agri Infra Fund Award Ceremony 2022” organized under
the Agri Infra Fund Campaigns launched by M/o Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare.

AWARD - PNB

M/o Petroleum & Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs
Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurated the fourth ONGC Para Games
in Thyagaraj Sports Complex in Delhi recently. In this current
4th edition, apart from ONGC, 7 other PEs are participating.

INAUGURATION- ONGC

A Mega credit outreach camp was organised by Punjab & Sind
Bank at Dehradun in which loans of Rs 22 cr were sanctio-
ned. The program was inaugurated by Zonal Manager Ma-
himaAgarwal& wasattendedby customers&branchofficials.

CAMP- PSB

An MoU was signed between NHPC & Trust Cradle for Setting-
up a Library-cum Study Centre at Kailana Village, Sonipat,
Haryana under the CSR initiative of NHPC. NHPC has sanctioned
an amount of Rs 22.0 Lakh for this project under CSR.

MoU– NHPC

A Gangal, GM NR held a review meeting with the departmental
heads&DRMsofNR.Deliberationswereheldonkeeping focus
on passenger amenities at stations like extension of platforms,
increase of level of platforms, washable aprons, etc.

REVIEW MEETING- NORTHERN RAILWAY

IOCL signed an MoU with NTCA for transcontinental reloca-
tion of ‘Cheetah’ in India, in an event at New Delhi. The MoU
was signed by SM Vaidya, Chairman, IOCL & Dr S P Yadav,
ADG (Project Tiger) and Member Secy (NTCA).

MOU-INDIANOIL

NHB organised the final event for showcasing the contribu-
tions of the Sustainable Use of Natural Resources and En-
ergy Financing India Housing Programme towards green
housing in the country at Silver Oak, IHC, New Delhi.

EVENT- NHB

E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE 1. Open tender is invited
through e-tendering for supply of 25000 no. GI Stay Set
16x1800 mm and 1000 no. GI Stay Set 20x1800 mm
against tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/MM/52/22-23.
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) :- Rs. 165000.00 (with
GST) Last Date of tender submission & Time :-
07.09.2022 at 2:00 PM Date of tender opening (Part-I&II)
& Time:- 07:09.2022 at 16.30 hrs. 2. Open tender is invited
through e-tendering for supply of 500 No. 9 Mtr. Steel
Tubular Pole (SP-33) (Bottom portion hot dip Galvanized)
& 5000 No. 11 Mtr. Steel Tubular Pole (SP-55) (Bottom
portion hot dip Galvanized) against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/MM/53/22-23 Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)
:- Rs. 1275000.00 (with GST) Last Date of tender
submission & Time :- 02.09.2022 at 2:00 PM Date of
tender opening (Part-I&II) & Time:- 02.09.2022 at 16.30
hrs. 3. Open short term tender is invited through e-
tendering for supply of 64000 No. 11 KV composite
polymeric pin insulator against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/MM/54(s)/22-23 Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) :- Rs. 99000.00 (with GST) Last Date of tender
submission & Time:- 18.08.2022 at 14:00 hrs. Date of
tender opening (Part-I &II) & Time:- 18.08.2022 at 16:30
hrs. 4. Open short term tender is invited through e-
tendering for supply of 300 No. 33 KV KV Lightning
Arrestor against tender specification no. PVVNL-
MT/MM/55(s)/22-23 Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) :- Rs.
15000.00 (with GST) Last Date of tender submission &
Time:- 22.08.2022 at 14:00 hrs. Date of tender opening
(Part-I&II) & Time:- 22.08.2022 at 16:30 hrs. Note:- In
case of any amendment & detailed information in tender
specification or date of extension, the same shall be
uploaded on e-tender website www.etender.up.nic.in and
www.pvvnl.org Superintending Engineer (MM-I) “Help line
Number For Information of Theft of Electricity: “1800-180-
3002 (Meerut), 1800-180-8752 (Lucknow) & 9412207451”
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (MM-I) “SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION”
´fÂffaI : 86 dQ³ffaI - 04.08.2022

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,
Victoria Park, Meerut

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYF¹FẾ FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe d½F·FF¦F J¯OX ¦FüSmXÕXF-´FZ¯OÑXF-¸FSX½FFWXe

dªFÕXF-¦FüSmXÕXF-´FZ¯OÑXF-¸FSX½FFWXe (LX.¦F.)
Email id- aephegaurella@gmail.com

dªFÕXF ªFÕX E½Fa À½F¨LX°FF ¦FüSmXÕXF-´FZ¯OÑXF-¸FSX½FFWXe IYe AûSX IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
ÀFQÀ¹F ÀFd¨F½F, dªFÕXF ªFÕX E½Fa À½F¨LX°FF d¸F¾F³F õFSXF EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ½¹F½FÀ±FF IZY
Aa°F¦FÊ°F CX´F¹FböY ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSXûÔ ÀFZ d³F¸³FFadIY°F IYF¹FÊ WZX°Fb ´Fi´FÂF kAl
(´Fid°F¾F°F QSX) AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ
IiY. d³Fd½FQF ÀFc̈ F³FF IiY./ dÀFÀMX¸F ¦FiF¸F IYF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX A³Fb¸FFd³F°F

dQ³FFaIY IiY¸FFaIY ³FF¸F ÕXF¦F°F
(÷Y. ÕXFJ ¸FZÔ)

1 121/01.08.2022 105633 ¨F³FFOXûÔ¦FSXe ¸FSX½FFWXe 115.84

2 122/01.08.2022 105634 IYSX¦FeIYÕXFa ¸FSX½FFWXe 80.21

3 123/01.08.2022 105635 ¶F¦FSXFSX ¸FSX½FFWXe 46.65

4 124/01.08.2022 105636 §Fb¸¸FFMXûÕXF ¸FSX½FFWXe 111.19

5 125/01.08.2022 105637 d¨F¨F¦FûWX³FF ¸FSX½FFWXe 93.13

d¶FOX ÀF¶Fd¸F¾F³F IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F- d³Fd½FQF IiY¸FFaIY 121,122,123,124 E½Fa
125 IYe dQ³FFaIY 22.08.2022 ÀF¸F¹F: 17:30 ¶FªFZ °FIYÜ

CX´FSXûöY d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FûÊ IYe d³Fd½FQF ÀFF¸FF³¹F ¾F°FZÊ ²FSXûWXSX SXFd¾F d½FÀ°FÈ°F
d³Fd½FQF d½FÄFd´°F d³Fd½FQF QÀ°FF½FZªF ½F A³¹F ªFF³FIYFSXe BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX ½FZ¶F ´FûMÊXÕX
https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ¸FZÔ dQ³FFaIY 05.08.2022 ÀFZ QZJZ ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

ÕXû.À½FF.¹FFa.J¯OX ¦FüSmXÕXF-´FZ¯OÑXF-¸FSX½FFWXe
93332 dªFÕXF ¦FüSmXÕXF-´FZ¯OÑXF-¸FSX½FFWXe

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc¨F³FF

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

OPEN TENDER NOTICE
On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Engineer, North Central
Railway, Subedarganj, Prayagraj-211015 invites the following E-Procurement
Tenders. (The complete information along with tender document of this E-
Procurement Tender are available in website on http://ireps.gov.in. upto 15:00
hrs. of the due date of tender opening).

Tender
ValueQuantityTender

No. Brief Description

Earnest Money : 7,29,400/-
Date of opening : 26.08.22

3,64,65,750/-

As per
Section
IV of
tender

document

Procurement of Spare Parts for Track
Machine. [RC with OEM/ Authorized
dealer]
Details of description, make and
quantity as per tender document.
[Acceptable Make : Kalugaputm
ash]

1008/22 (AN)
North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in @CPRONCR @northcentralrailway

Note:- 1. The complete information along with Tender document of above E-
Procurement Tender is available on website https://ireps.gov.in. Up to 14:30
hrs. On the due date of tender opening. 2. Following condition has been
included in Tender Document vide Railway Board Letter No.
2001/RS(g)/779/7 Pt I Dated : 29.06.2017 "Whenever tender is floated with
purchase restriction from sources approved by nominated authorities and
there exists a suspected cartel situation by approved sources or the rates
available from approved/sources are adjudged unreasonably high, despite
fair efforts as permissible, the purchaser reserves the right to place order on
firms outside the approved vendors list, without any restrictions". 3.Bids other
than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above Tenders. For
this purpose,` venders are required to get themselves registered with IREPS
website along with class III Digital signature certificates issued by CCAunder
IT Act-2000. 4. This tender notice has also been uploaded on
www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. 5. Allocation for Security deposit and Earnest
money is "Deposit Misc stores 00844523. 6 In case of any difficulty helpdesk
available on thewebsite of IREPSmaybe approached.

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.
30/P-69/2022-23/TMC/HQ/NCR/Prayagraj

dated : 01.08.2022

SN

1
TMC

0292223

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE

Tel: 06782-262249, Fax: 262931,
email: eerwss_bls@nic.in, eerwssbls@gmail.com.

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Tendering
Identification No. 19 / 2022-23 Dt. 02.08.2022

The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Balasore on behalf of the
Governor of Odisha invites bids from bidders of eligible class registered
with the Odisha State Government and bidders of equivalent Grade /
Class registered with Central Government / MES / Railways for the works
detailed in the table below to be eventually drawn up in P1 contract with
design and execution of the following Piped Water Supply Projects.

O-785

1. Nos. of Work : 19 Nos RPWS schemes in Balasore
district (Clubbed-up).

2. Estimated cost : Rs. 303.29 lakhs & Rs. 422.36 lakhs

3. Period of completion : 330 days
4. Availability of bid

document in Portal
: Dt. 08.08.2022 at 16.00 hours to

22.08.2022 up to 17.00 hours through
online.

5. Seeking of Clarification : Dt. 10.08.2022 at 10.00 hours to Dt.
17.08.2022 up to 15.00 hours

6. Date of opening of Bid : Dt. 23.08.2022 at 11.00 hours in the O/O
EE, RWSS Division, Balasore.

7. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Tender

: Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division,
Balasore

Bid Cost will be receipt through electronic payment by NEFT / RTGS.
Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal:
http://tendersodisha.gov.in Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE.

OIPR/25013/11/0013/2223

F-7/DS(Prov.Fact)/TPT/LAB/CJ-02 & 14/2022-23/CD-003697821/643-44
Dated: 01.8.22

Tender ID No.: 2022_CJT_226324_1

e-TENDER NOTICE
For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tender (online
procurement website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in) are
invited for supply of providing transport & labour supply to jail factory
CJ-02 & CJ-14 Delhi, for the year 2022-23 (01 year from the date of
issue of rate contract (extendable upto 03 months). The NIT has been
uploaded and available along with terms and conditions and detailed
specifications. All the tenderers participating in e-tendering and should
have a Digital Signature / Smart Card and should apply onlne before the
Last Date and Time. In case (26/08/2022) is being declared Govt.
Holiday the next working day will be treated as Tender Date.)

Estimated Cost of Work : Rs. 40 Lakh. (Approx)

Date of release of tender through
E-procurement website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

: 05.08.2022

Last date/ Time of receipt of tenders
through e-procurement solution

: 26.08.2022 at 12.00 Noon

Date of on line opening of Pre-
qualification bids

: 26.08.2022 at 12.30 PM

Sd/-
Superintendent: PHQ-II

DIP/Shabdarth/0266/22-23 Tihar, New Delhi

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PRISON
PRISON HEAD QUARTER:

NEAR LAJWANTI GARDEN CHOWK
JANAK PURI: NEW DELHI

PROVISION BRANCH

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4812

ACROSS
1Ashare in theplot (9)
8Childrenof Susie? (5)
9Topdressing (4,3)
10Brokendown.Pleasepass
(6)
11Sculptormayuse it to
cheat (6)
12Givingaprize foranew
styleof drawing(8)
15Hemaybeback in the
team(8)
18Suchapupil is likely to
shine (6)
20CriedwhenI lefthaving
taken itontrust (6)
21 Itmaydefendabridge
underconstruction
(7)
22True lovecanproveso
extravagant (5)
23Motoristswon’tbeslowto
fall into it (5,4)

DOWN
2Threeanimals in the lead
(5)
3Attackorshunperhaps (6)
4Seaandshore-or just the
shore (8)
5 Itguides theploughman
(6)
6Castpieout though it’s
germ-free (7)
7Discouragea fellowfrom
becomingcleaner (9)
11Onewhoshouldknowthe
score (9)
13Tunecarriedaloft (8)
14The impressionsprovided
byone’sbelongings (7)
16 Is includedamongthose
against rackets (6)
17Perhapsgiftedyoung
pupilsmaybetoldnot to
(6)
19Hardysortof snake(5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Althoughyouare
generally regarded
assomeonewhois
open,honest

andsincere,youwill find it
difficult to respondtotoday’s
eventswithyourusual
integrity. If necessary,keepa
lowprofile, and if youspot
troublecoming, thenget
outof theway.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Nothing isquiteas
certainasyou
imagine,andyou
maybeastounded

whenapersonyouthought that
youknewwell shows
themselves inanentirelynew
light.Alteryourplans in line
witheventsandyou’lldefusea
wholesetof personalobstacles.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Thetideof fortuneat
work isabout to
turn.Yetyoumust
nowbeevermore

alert if youare toshapeevents
toyourwill. Today,youmay
havetositback, leavingother
people todealwith their
problems.Afterall, there is
a limit towhatevenyou
canaccomplish.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Carelessnesscould
beaproblem,so
watchout if you’re
travelling:youreally

mustconfirmall instructions
andarrangementsbefore
settingout.Also,don’t
compromiseyourprinciples
because, if youdo, thenyou
mightgainshort-term
advantageat thecostof a long-
termlossof respect.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
This iscertain tobe
anaction-packed
day, theculmination
of all the last

month’sdevelopments.
However, themain issue foryou
still revolvesaroundyour
financial commitments.
Perhaps it isnowtimetocall a
halt toexcessspending,orat
least toget someoneelse to
chip in.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Don’tget toohot
under thecollar if
partnersand
colleaguesrefuse to

co-operateordecidenot to
endorsecertainschemes.Your
petprojectswill survivewithor
withoutotherpeople’shelp.
Whatyouneedtodo isdeal
withsomeonewhoseems
determinedtoget inyourway-
perhapsbyexplainingwhat
you’re reallyupto.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Theoverallpicture
as farasprofessional
interestsare
concerned isnow

likely tobecomemoreacute. In
addition,youmaybegin tobe
concernedthat toomuchstress
andstrain iswearingyoudown
physically.Theanswer is
simple, takea littleextra rest
andrelaxation.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youmaybeclose
to findingyour
heart’sdesire.Or, at
least, youmaybe

closer toestablishingwhat
exactly it is thatyouwantand
whyyouareattractedtosome
peoplemorethanothers.
That’sexcellentnews, for if
youunderstandyourmotives
thenyou’llbeable tostreamline
youraffairs.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Inspiteof aseries
of challenging
planetaryaspects
whichdenote

uncertaintyathome,you
willbeable toovercomeany
adverseconsequences through
thesimpleexpedientof
carefulplanning.That, though,
isanexerciseyou’llprobably
needsomehelpwith.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Believe itornot
there isasilver
liningbehindtoday’s
clouds.Notuntil

thedusthassettledwill
yousee justhowfortunateyou
are.Pleasedonotbeputoff by
otherpeople’sapparent
inability tocomprehendyour
plansorunderstandyour
intentions.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Youhaveto
travelalong
unknownpaths
andventure into

newemotional terrain
beforeyoudiscover the
secret towhoyouareand
whereyou’regoing. In the
meantime, tryandmaintain
goodrelationshipswithpeople
who,afterall,havealways
stoodbyyou.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Anemotional
‘Uturn’ lies just
aroundthe
corner.There is

a lotwhichyoucandoandsay,
butyouwouldbeadvisedto
hold fireunlessyouare
absolutelyonehundred
percentsureof your
ground. Ihopethat it’snot too
late! If it is, thenyoumight
beblushing.

S
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4
9
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Vigorouswritingis____-WilliamStrunkJr.(7)

SOLUTION:COVER,SHIRK,CAVERN/CRAVEN,CARPER
Answer:Vigorouswritingisconcise-WilliamStrunkJr.

CRVEO AERVCN

HKRIS AEPRRC

SolutionsCrossword4811:Across: 1Seconds,4Raced,7Runt,8Harvests,10
Papermoney,12Parade,13Scales,15Teamspirit,18Composed,19Anna,20
Twang,21Scratch.Down:1Strip,2Conspire,3Season,4Reviewcopy,5Case,6
Dismiss,9Cradlesong,11Clarinet,12Polecat,14Impels,16Teach,17Emma.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

SANDIPG
CHENNAI, AUGUST4

AHERDofyoungadultsflockTallulahRoberts,
orlularobsassheismorefamousinthechess
streamingcircles.Selfies,photographsonthe
backdrop of a tourismhoarding or the giant
chessboardonthecourtyard,phonenumber,
autographs, their requests are endless.
Patiently,Tallulahfulfillstheirdemands.Only
to witness another group barging in. Her
teammateandfriend,watchingallthesewith
abewilderedsmile,quipsher:“Dotheythink
sheisMagnusCarlsenorwhat?”
Tallulah is noMagnus Carlsen. Or any-

where among the elites of the games. She is
ranked 84216th in theworld, or in her self-
deprecatory assessment, “back of beyond.”
HerELOrating is1565andshehasnot imag-
inedpickingup the various FIDEnorms. Yet,
the 24-year-old from Jersey, a British island
near the north coast of France, is a chess
celebrity, instantly recognised inmost chess
playingcountries.
Her twitch stream is the 18th most

watchedontheplatformwithafollowingin
the region of 60,000 people. These are not
mind-spinningnumbers,comparedtosome-
one like American Grandmaster Hikaru
Nakamura,whohasaTwitch( theAmazon-
owned sitewhere people usually broadcast
themselvesplayingvideogames)witha fol-
lowingofnearly15lakhsandamonthlyearn-
ingsofseveralmillions.ButunlikeNakamura,
whobecameaworld-beatingchessvirtuoso
inhisteens,Tallulahlearnedchessinherearly
20. Before thepandemic, she couldnot even
differentiatebetweenakingandqueenonthe
chessboard. “I was a complete stranger to
chess, andpicked it just tobeat theboredom
oflockdown,inspiredbytheNetflixshow,The
Queen’sGambit .ThenafterIstartedplaying,
theideaofstreaminghitme,andIwasalready
awareofthescopeofstreamingandIwanted
tostartstreamingbecauseit’ssomethingIal-
waysthoughtwasreallycool.”
Her profile intro reads: “hey, I'm bad at

chess.We could be bad at chess together.
wanna play?”Having leapt onto streaming,
decidingcontentwashernext step. “Serious
chesswouldbeboring.Sowhynotsomefun
content?Somefunwithgames.Youneedthe
viewers tobeentertainedaswell as enlight-
ened.Andpeoplealwayslookfordiversecon-
tent, especially on thewebwhere youhave
thousandsofoptions,”shesays.
Her content is humour-rich. Like one

episodewastitledChessTinder:TwitchChat
SwipesYesorNoonChessCelebrities.Another
one:HowChessPlayersWouldBehaveatMy
Birthday Party. There aremore serious ones
toolikeLearningthePolishOpeningwithLula.
Thus she has built a brand around humour,
banter and some chess. “Stick to your
strengths,benatural,” isheradvice.
ForAnnaCramling,aSwedishFideMaster

with a 2065-rating and13thmost streamed
inTwitchwith137ksubscribers,herprerog-
ativeischesseducationthroughsimplemeth-
ods.Annawanted tocreateherowncontent
ontheinternetandbegandoingcommentary
for sometimebeforePandaTV,achannelon
Twitch,handedheracontract for streaming.
“I love being able to explain chess to people,
and Ialso lovethatchesscanbesomanydif-
ferent things. It couldbeacompetitivesport,
entertainment, a fun thing to dowhen you
want to relax, etc. Creatingdifferent typesof
chesscontentwassomethingIrealisedIwas
very passionate about. and that waswhy,
whenIdiscoveredtwitchandthefactthatyou
could livestreamchess there, I decided todo
it,”shesays.
Her latest stream—published on

Tuesday—isThePawnsKeptPushing,inwhich

she furnishes a gist of hermatches at the
Olympiad,besidesthemoodandmeleeofthe
tournament.Anotherfeatureshermother,Pia
Cramling,aGrandmasterherself.Thereareac-
ademic ones like How to Play the Queen’s
Gambit, pure fun types like Fightingwith
Samay Raina (the stand-up comedian) and
off-the-beat interviews with top
Grandmasters. She streams some of her
matches too—an exhibitionmatch against
MagnusCarlsengarnered2.1millionviews.“I
lookfordiversityincontent,andtopackageit
aesthetically. I would say content is queen.
Whyalwaystheking,”shesays.

Lot of emotion
The USP of online chess, and a reason

streamingbecamesopopular,shesays,isthat
onlinechesshasalotofemotionandadrena-
line. “A lotofpeoplerealisedthatchessplay-
ersareemotionalandwitty,andchessisfunto
play,”shesays. TheGodfatherofchessstream-
ing is the American Grandmaster Hikaru
Nakamura, knownforanattackingstyleand
abrash,arrogantmanner,andhencea figure
of controversy in the chess circles. Ironically,
thesewerethesamevirtuesthatmadehima
Twitch sensation. “Formuch of my career,

muchofmylife, I’vesortofbeenthebadguy.
I’mnotsomeonewho’sbeenliked.I’vealways
been perceived as the personwho people
don’twanttorootfor,whopeopledon’tlike,”
hehadoncesaid.
But nowhe is the darling of the swelling

online stream community. His interviews
with fellowGMsare all humour andbanter,
insights and intuitions. His spontaneity and
expressivenessmakehimanatural.Whenhe
streams online games, he keeps interacting
withtheaudience.“DoIplaysolid”OrdoIgo
for broke?” he asks his audience. He berates
himself, “aaah this can’t be happening.” He
eggs himself on: “I can’t lose”, and even ap-
plauds himself: “Iwin again— there you go,
guys.Wow.”
For a lock-downed world, Nakamura

(Naka’sPogUniversity)andthestreamerslike
AlexandraandAnnaBotez,GothamChessof-
feredanescapefromboredomandloneliness.
Nakamurahadbegunstreaming in2018but
itwasduring thepandemic that theviewer-
shipandsubscriptionsnumbersbegantosky-
rocket.Shortly,oneof theworld’s topprofes-
sionalvideogameteams,TeamSoloMid,beat
severale-sportsrivalstosignhimtoasix-fig-
urecontractsoitcouldpairhimwithadvertis-
ersandmerchandise.OnhisTwitchchannel,
Nakamurararelystopstalking.Hislivelycom-
mentary and chatter are reasons fans have
flockedtohim.
“He draws people because he’s so good,

engagingasandintunewiththesortofTwitch
culture,” points out Tallulah, who is also a
“down-to-earthmemer and jokester”. So
muchsothatsheiscalledtheGrandmasterof
chessmemes
Mostnon-matchstreamsdon’tlastlonger

than30minutes. But theeffort that goesbe-
hind it’s longer. “It’snota9to5 job, thereare
no fixedhours. I broodseveralhoursoveran
idea, thenthink, rethink, refine, itmight take
anywherebetweenacoupleofhourstodays.
Thenfixingtheambience,shootingthevideos,
it’snotassimpleasyousee,”Tallulahsays.
Butit’sallworththehardwork,saysAnna

Cramling.“Theeffortbehindthecontentisthe
funpart forme. Thepot of gold at the endof
therainbow.ObviouslyIliketogetgoodnum-
bers for the show, but it's aboutmy satisfac-
tion andmy effort to spread the beautiful
game.,”shedetailsAndhasgiventhemiden-
titybeyondchessplayers.
Thoughthepandemiccurvesplungedand

restrictionseased,peoplebegantomigrateto
outdoorsports,andstreaminghasplateaued.
Tallulah logics: “Thats true. The streaming
graphwon’t shoot like it didduring thepan-
demic, but it wouldn’t drop.” The reason:
“Chessisanaddiction.Onceyoustartplaying
it,youkeepcomingback,”saysTallulah,who
wasabouttobemobbedbyanothergroupof
youngsters. And her friend chortles: “Here
goes Magnus.” You don’t need to be a
Grandmastertobefamousinchess.

CHESSOLYMPIAD

SANDIPG
AUGUST4

JUSTDAYSbeforeColombobegantoburn,Sri
Lanka’s highest ranked chess player Isuru
Alahakoon decided to flee the capital to his
hometown,Kandy.AnofficerintheNavy,his
sources in the intelligence hadwarned him
of an impending crisis, and he immediately
applied for leave. “Thesituationwasalready
bad,butbeforeitbecameworse, Idecidedto
go home on leave and sought leave from
higherofficials,”hesays.
Therewasuncertainty.Suchwasthesim-

mering strife that hedidnot knowwhether
hewouldlosehisjobwhenhereturned.Such
wastheunpredictabilitythathedidnotknow
whetherhewould reachhishometownun-
hurt. Suchwas the ratcheting chaos that he
didnotknowwhetherhishouseinColombo
wouldberansacked.Butheknewonething.
“If I stayed in Colombo, Iwould not be able
to focus on chess, andmyOlympiad prepa-
rations would go down the drain. I had
worked sohard in the last fewmonthswith
theOlympiad inmind,”hesays.
The road from Colombo to Kandywas

risk-hewn. “I can’t ridemy bike, it was too
riskyandIdidn'tknowwhetherIhadenough
fuel . Icouldnottravelbybus,becausepublic
transport was not plying long distances.
Finally,acoupleofmyfriendsarrangedacar,
a lift with some people going to Kandy,” he
says.
The three-and-a-half-hourwas arduous

but a journeyhe sayshewouldnot forget in
his life. It was a journey thatmade him feel
life closer than ever before. “You could see
hundredsofprotestorsonthestreets,people
who have lost their livelihood, peoplewho
had no food andmoney. You could see long
queuesinfrontofrationshopsandofcourse,
in frontofpetrolpumps. I felt thankful that I
at least did not have to experience all that,”
hesays.
The backdropwas relatively peaceful at

home.Atleastwhenhelookedoutofhiswin-
dow,hecouldseethehillsandgreeneryand
notfumesandfire.Butthestoriesofhisteam-
mates fromColombowouldshatterhim.He
couldnotfeignstrangenesstowhatwashap-
peningaroundhim. “Itwashard for themto
focuswithallthesethingshappeningaround
them.Therewerefrequentpowercuts,which
meantwe could notmeet online and play
games.Realmeetingsweredifficultbecause
we all lived in distant places and travelling
wasahassle. Power cutsmeant the internet
toowouldgooff andtheycouldnotplayon-
linegames,”hesays.
With the general inflation, data too be-

came expensive and theywould conserve
everythingforchess.Norandombrowsingor
datawastage. Isuruwould not even stream
cricketmatches—hewas an aspiring crick-
eter and switched to chess in school out of
frustrationthathewasnotpickedintheteam.

Star on Lankanhorizon
But amidst their larger concerns, chess

took a backseat. RaninduDilshan Liyanage,
who had recently crushed Indian GM D
Gukeshandisconsideredthebrightestyoung
starontheLankanhorizon,hadspentcount-
lesshoursunderthesearingsuntobuyfuelor
vegetables. “After a while, I got used to it.
Obviously, it was hard, but one thing chess
has taughtme is survival. Youcanbeawin-
neronlyifyougothroughhardships.Thiscri-
sis hasmadeall of us tougher andhopefully
thatwill be reflected in our games too. The
Olympiadwasamotivationforus,something
wecouldall lookforwardto,”hesays.
Isuru then encountered another hassle.

He had to return to Colombo for a visa ap-
pointmentattheIndianEmbassy.Againsome
friendshelpedhimreachthecapital in time.
By then, Colombo seemed a different city, a
place fromhis nightmares. “Therewas un-
rest,thereweretears.Thesceneswereheart-
breaking,”hesays.
Thesightsandsoundsmadehimfear for

thefutureofchessandhimself inthecountry.
“As such, it’s difficult toget sponsors.Nowit
would be evenmore difficult. Therewould
befewertournamentsinthecountryandwe
would have nomoney to travel abroad for
tournaments,whichmeansitwouldbediffi-
cult to accumulate points and complete the
norms,” says Isuru, whose dreams to com-
plete the IMnormswerestalled.
Gradually, he fears, the situationwould

escalate into an existential crisis. “After one
point, I don’t know howwewill survive.
Maybe,wewouldbeforcedtoleavethecoun-
try.Formeitisrelativelyfine,Ihavebeenplay-
ing for sometime and have a job. Butwhat
about the youngsters?Would they be en-
couragedtotakethesport?Idoubt,” hewon-
ders.
Or thoseyoungsters thathaveembraced

thesportbutwouldbeforcedtoforsake it in
the race to find a livelihood. Like Ranindu,
who aspires to be his country’s first
Grandmaster and has now amassed 2200
ELOpoints. Isuru gets philosophical: “There
wouldbesomelightattheendofthetunnel.”
But later admits thathe isnot toohopefulof
seeingthosedaysof lightanytimesoon.

In troubled Sri Lanka, chess
dreams threaten to turn to ashes

Streamingqueens
TallulahRobertsand
AnnaCrawlingsay
content is therealqueen

‘Do they think Roberts isMagnus Carlsen?’

Isuru(right)withRanindu.

TallulahRobertsandAnnaCrawling(right)atChessOlympiad inChennai.
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BECAUSETHEfederationdidn'tinitiallyselect
Tejaswin Shankar to the Commonwealth
Gamessquad,andhehadtogotocourttoeven
getthechancetocompeteinBirmingham,you
expect a floodof rancour tounload fromthe
youngman soon after hewins India's first-
everbronze inhigh jump.Butwe forget that
whensteppingontotheirfieldofplay,athletes
empty their minds of all needless fluid
thoughts—likeairportssecurityunemotion-
allyupturnyourbottlesofwater.
Someprettywildthoughtsofdirescenar-

iosdid crosshismindonWednesday,when
thetallDelhiladclinchedbronzewithajump
of2.22moncountback. Butnoneofthemin-
volved finger-wagging or any score-settling
againsta federationhehaddraggedtocourt
for beingplainly anal. Thewildest streamof
thoughtwillimmediatelyendearhimtoyou,
becausesurelyeveryonehas felt "that" fear.
"Oh, the javelin event of heptathlonwas

goingonduringmyfinalandatonecrazymo-
mentwhenI lookedupintheskyitdidcross
mymind thatwhat if the javelin (from the
otherendofthestadium)hurledbyoneofthe
women,hitsandpiercesthroughme!IfNeeraj
Choprawas around, thatmight have even
happened," he recalls, of the irrational para-
noiahequicklywavedaway sincehisbuddy
wasn'tevencompetinginBirmingham.
Focusjoggedbacktohighjump,Tejaswin

wasonhiswayagain.Thoughabunchofdis-
tractionspoppedupall around-medal cer-
emonies were calling for attention as na-
tional anthemsrungout, the10,000mfinal
wasraisingonedinasaScottishrunnerwas
threatening to dislodge a pair of Kenyans,
javelinswere flying vaguely in his direction
ofcourse, and a camera rig following the
10,000m stragglers, was start-stopping in-
termittently. "High jumpmedals are rarely
about howhigh you can go. They are about
howhigh you can go, despite these distrac-
tions,"hewouldsay.
Hehad jumpedmore than2.22mathis

lastCWG(2.24m)andyetfinished6thatthe
GoldCoast.AustralianBrandonStarcwonin
2018with2.30-plus.OnWednesday,theen-
tire field couldn't go past 2.25m. Tejaswin,
four yearswiser and pickled in tactics after
his stint at Kansas' NCAA, knew the Aussie
and Kiwi Hamish Kerr would be trouble.
There was also Donald Thomas, whowon
high jump at the Delhi 2010 Games, the
Bahamian always dangerous in tripping up
youngsters.ButTejaswinShankarhadaplan.

Cautious, calculated
Taking the bus from the athletes' village

to the Alexander Stadium, Tejaswin had al-
ready donewhat he told himself he ought
never to do: allow his hyper mind to race
ahead of itself. Only, hewas self aware, and
beganchanting'Process,Process,Process'the
momentherealisedhewasalreadyimagin-
inghimself on thepodium.
He had donewell in keeping himself in

contention, knowing fullywell a countback
couldcomeintoplay, i.e. the fewestnumber
of attempts on the lower jumps - he got to

2.10m, 2.15mand2.19monhis very first at-
tempts, consciously. "It's what Iwasmum-
blingtomyself,lookinglikeonefooloutthere.
But itwas important to notmiss the bar, or
you'dhavehadDonaldThomas(whoalsofin-
ishedat2.22m,but tookmoreattempts)sit-
tinghere,"hequipped.Local JoelClark-Khan
was also stuck on 2.22m, but again having
consumedmore attempts than the Indian's
carefulcleansheets.NoX's.OnlyO's.
Anotherfactorwastocomeintoplay,the

smart Tejaswin alert to it, in a jiffy. "I knew
theweatherwouldstartgettingcoolerhere
by 7 pm. So it was important to pull on the
tracks, keepwarmif youarenotused to the
chill intheairwhenjumpsstartgoingawry.
Anotherreasonwhythefirst fewbarscould
notbemissed,"he recalls.
By the time the bar was on 2.25m and

Tejaswin did indeedmiss his first two at-
tempts,hisearliercleango'shadensuredthe
bronze. "Iwaswaiting to see if DonThomas
missed on 2.25m. Once I had secured the
bronze, Ididn'twant tosettle for it. So Iwent
forgold,attempting2.28m,"hewouldexplain.

The Indianwould pass on his last shy at
2.25m, and put Kerr and Starc under pres-
sureby choosing theone-or-doneoptionof
nailing2.28m,andget intogoldcontention.
Theconfidencehadcomesolelyfromhisear-
lier strategyof being secure ina situationof
acountback (fewerattemptsneeded).
The 2.28mwasmissed though, and the

bronze was taken. "Some days you get it,
someyoudon't.SomedaysImadeithappen,
today I couldn't,"hewouldsay later, adding
the bronzemeant aworld to him given he
didn'twanttoreturnemptyhanded."I'mgo-
ing back with some hardware. So all the
struggleshavebeenworth it. I'll celebrate it
with mymother who's been up all night
watchingme."

Federation tussle
In whatever was their wisdom, the

AthleticsFederationof Indiachose initially
to not pick Tejaswin. Backed by his lawyer
parents, theDelhiyoungsterwenttocourts
andgotanorder inhis favour. "Themoment
I sawtheentry list, I knew Ihad thebronze

attheveryleast.Don'tmeantobecocky,"he
wouldsay.Buttheorganisershadtobeper-
suadedtoburgeonIndia'squota. "I'mgrate-
ful to the IOA andAFI for helpingmeget in
finally," he said, though five days back, he
was sitting at homewatching the opening
ceremony uncertain about coming to
Birminghameven.
His timewithNCAAshapedhismindset

for precisely such scenarios. "A lot of credit
to theNCAAIknowtherewill begooddays,
bad days, horrible days." The bronze was
dangling right there, but Tejaswinwas the
first to know it could all dissipate if he
messedup."If Ididn'tgetthejump,I'dbego-
ingnowhere. Iwasawareof that."
He had been determined to not allow

the controversy to spill over intohismind-
space."ThemomentIgotmyvisa, Iadopted
a positive mindset, and removed all nega-
tivethoughts.Becausephysically,mentally,
you have to be focused on the jump.Make
thingshappen. Ihadmyopportunity. Idid-
n'twanttochangeanyroutine."Sohestuck
to theprocess.
Walked in, taking in the stadium vibe.

Measured his runwaywith tape. Checked
ruleswith officials. Satwith his back to the
fellow jumpers watching them on the big
screen. Visualised a jump before every at-
tempt. Nomistakes on the early attempts.
Mindleashedafteritbegantogoastray.And
wonamedal.
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EXPRESSINBIRMINGHAM

Panghal’s journey to medal: Monotone style to multihued, impish to maturity
SHIVANINAIK
BIRMINGHAM,AUGUST4

THEDAYS of play-actingwith raised balled
fists whenever a photographer demanded
he strike a boxing pose, are over for Amit
Panghal. It was never his personality in the
first place to showboat. Or show off the
knuckles that he prefers to bare like fangs
onlyinthering,andwhenencasedingloves.
The ability to say ‘No’ to brandish a punch-
on-demand,isjustoneofthethingsthatma-
turityhasbrought into thearmyman.
The loss to the Columbian Yeburjen

MartinezattheOlympics,afterallowinghim
to get into his head at the sparring camp at
Italy prior to the Games, fundamentally
changed something inPanghal. Introverted
andhighlyreservedwithanyoneoutsidehis
circle,hestillremains.Butinsidethering,his
early reticencewherehewould runaround
–andaway–intheopeninground,andthen
attemptcomebacksinthesecondandthird,
hasmadeway formoreproactivepunching
up front. Even if he absorbed an essential
recceofanopenerwherehegaugedjusthow
muchoftheScotwasablatheringblusterand
howmuch genuinely blinding blitzes that

couldposehimtrouble later.
Hemightstillstartwithhisguarddefen-

sively up like against thewild-punch scat-
teringScottLennonMulliganinthequarters
to book a suremedal, but he covers ground
well, and even the counter-attacks come
lacedwith an intent that screams, he’s call-
ing the shots.Moreover, there’s confidence
ineverypunchhethrowsbackedbyassured
footwork,andanenhancedsenseofanticipa-
tion, ashewentpast the first targetofmak-
ing thesemiswithaunanimousdecision.
Panghal had spent the first twomonths

posttheTokyoshocker,barelydebriefingeven
withhisearlycoachinRohtak,AnilDhankar.
Hewouldjustsitinfrontofthecoach,andboth
would break down into tears, according to
Dhankar. The coach’s recipe to bounce back
wastoimproveasan‘athlete’,notmerelyasa
boxer. “Khiladi bannahoga. Bas boxer nahi,”
hewouldsay,ofgoingbacktobasics.
So, Panghalwould hopover to local ath-

leticscoach,Rajesh,whotrainsRohtakyouth
in throws –discus and shotput, to inculcate
thethrower’sworkouts.AtTokyo,Panghalhad
frozen. But therewere deeper issues – his
puncheslackedstingandtheidealrangewas
compromised as a result. Trainingwith the
shotput specialist for amonth and some,

helped build explosive strength in his fore-
arms.LikeagainstMulliganthroughthelength
ofnineminutes,Panghalwouldn’tback-pedal,
asthepithypunchesyieldedreturns.
Panghal’s usual monotone of a game

style, has also broadened to include varia-
tions unlike the last CWG, though 2018 is
consideredhispeak.Therewerepunchesto
theopponents’wholebodyonThursday,the

torso coming in for some pummelling, and
thesidesreceivinghispingingattacksbefore
hewould go elusive to his opponentwith a
sideguard.Theplanwasfight&flight,strike
and bike away, hit and move. In forcing
Mulligantoflee,Panghalalsoassertedhewas
theboss,whentheboutpaused.
AsoneofIndia’sbiggesthopesinmen’sbox-

ing– Indiadoesn’thaveamedal inmenpost

Vijender in 2008–Panghal hadbeenunder
tremendouspressure, andwilted rightunder
it.Demoralised,hewouldgointoanevenqui-
etershellthanoneheinhabitedwiththeouter
world.Itwasn’tjustreturningemptyfromthe
Olympics,itwastheshelf-lifeofasmallerboxer,
withsell-bydatesinbold-underlined.
Smallerweightdivisionsinboxingareno-

toriousfortheirturnovers,andattritions–as
topcountrieskeepchurningoutnewperson-
nel toman the 51 kg, and hunt formedals.
WhenIndia’smen’sboxingcampaigngotoff
disastrously at Tokyo, the dismaying exits
rubbed off on Panghal, as if the pre-Games
blowsin Italy fromtheCubanweren’tscald-
ingenough.Hewasliterallybuzzedintoinac-
tivityinthering–hislistlessnesscomingasa
shockforthosewhowatched.Thechangeof
gearsneverhappened.
At the2018Asiad,Panghalhadhungout

with the likes of Neeraj Chopra andBajrang
Punia,andcarriedoverfromIndia’shandball
win over Pakistan. At Tokyo, Panghal was
alonewith his thoughts, when the Cuban
wentoffonarelentlessmadbarrage,andlit-
erallykeptbullyingPanghalabout.
AtBirmingham,Panghalhassettled into

a smooth training rhythmwith coaches, he
isn’t angsty about wanting his personal

coach,ashe’scominginwithsomesatisfac-
tory ring-craft sessions with national
coaches. Plus,hisbestbuddy, Sanjeet, alsoa
forcesbloke,managedtoqualifyaswelland
iswithhimatBirmingham.
The51kg–91kgRohtak-duoare anodd

pairoffriends,butgetalonglikeahouseonfire
andithelpstomovearoundinreassuringcom-
pany of friends formeals and in theVillage.
Quick to strike fraternal bondings givenboth
hailfromthesameplaceandtrainedunderthe
samecoach,SanjeetoffersPanghal theoutlet
for rougher dayswhenhe typically cocoons
himself,thoughheremainsthesamechattery
personwhenaroundfriends.
The pizza-pasta options in Italy prior to

theOlympicshadalso frustrated theboxers,
but here they have settled into a good rou-
tine. The CWG was also something for
Panghal to lookforwardto,after thehighsof
makingtheWorld’sfinalsinthelastOlympic
cycle.OnThursday, Panghalwould reiterate
hewas going for gold, in the fewwords he
spoke. He would save the punchlines for
when/ifthegoldcomes,andthepunchesfor
lording in the ring.No fighterworthhis salt,
beams for cameraswhen thewrist is raised
forapunchinthering.Panghal’sweaponsre-
mainsheathedtill theopponent fetchesup.

BRIEFLY

Hockey:IndiatopPool
B,entersemifinals
Vice-captain Harmanpreet Singh
slammedahat-trickastheIndianmen's
hockeyteambeatWales4-1inits final
PoolBmatch toqualify for the semifi-
nals. Harmanpreet (19th, 20th, 40th
minutes) converted twopenalty cor-
nersandscoredonefromthespotwhile
GurjantSinghscored the fourth in the
49th minute. The win meant India
toppedPool B, finishingwith abetter
goaldifferencethanEngland,whohad
samepointsasIndia(10).

Athletics:HimaDas
advancesin200m
Sprinter Hima Das qualified for the
women's200msemifinalsafterwin-
ningherheatwithatimingof23.42s.
The 22-year-old led the five-woman
fieldfromthestartwithRhodaNjobvu
of Zambia clocking 23.85s to finish
second. At least six athletes have
clocked better time, compared to
Hima,enroutetheirsemi-finalentries.
Meanwhile, inthewomen'shammer
throw event, India'sManju Bala ad-
vanced to the finalwhile compatriot
SaritaSinghfailedtomakethecut.

TT:Manika,Sreeja,
Reethadvance
National champion Sreeja Akula,
Manika Batra and Reeth Rishya en-
tered the singles Round of 16 with
contrastingwins.While Sreeja beat
Malaysia's Karen Lyne 12-10, 12-10,
4-11, 11-8, 11-8,Manika notched up
a clinical 3-0 win over Canada's Fu
Ching Nam and Reeth defeated
England's Charlotte Bardsley 4-1 in
theroundof32.HerteammateReeth
also outwitted Charlotte 11-8 10-12
11-6 12-10 11-3 in another round of
32 contest. In para table tennis,
Paralympic silvermedallist Bhavina
Patel cruised to a 3-0 win over
Akanisi Latu of Fiji in a class 3-5
groupmatch. The Indianmixedpair
of Sanil Shetty and Reeth Tennison,
however, went down to the
MalaysianpairofWongQiShenand
Tee Ai Xin 6-11 10-12 13-11 11-8, 8-
11 in a roundof 64match.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

Tejaswin soars to the podium
Excludedinitially fromthesquad,highjumperwins India’s first-evermedal intheeventat theCommonwealthGames

TejaswinShankar leaptaheightof2.25minthehighjumpfinalof theCommonwealthGames.Reuters

AmitPanghalinactionduringhisCWGquarterfinalboutagainstLennonMulligan.AP

MEDAL’STALLY
RankNation Gold SilverBronze Total
1. Australia 48 38 39 125
2. England 40 41 29 110
3. Canada 16 20 21 57
4. NewZealand 16 10 11 37
5. Scotland 7 8 17 32
7. India 5 6 7 18

RAHULPANDEY
AUGUST4

INDIA'SWEIGHTLIFTERSsecured10medals
(3gold,3silver,4bronze)attheBirmingham
Games, improving their tally from the pre-
viouseditionin2018byone.ThistookIndia's
all-timeweightlifting at the Games to 125,
including 43 golds, affirming the country's
dominance in the sport. Butwhen it comes
to theAsianGamesandtheOlympics, there
existsastarkcontrastinthepodiumfinishes.
TheAsiadmedalscountstackupto14while
there have been only two Indian
weightlifters to havewonOlympicmedals.
Thecountrystillwaits for its firstgold inthe
sportateitherof theevents.
Notjusttheoveralltotal,asignificantgap

persists in both the snatch aswell as clean
andjerknumbersattheCWGandotherma-
jor international competitions.
Withtheexceptionofformerworldcham-

pion andOlympic silvermedallistMirabai
Chanu,whoistheamongthebestin49kgclass,
most others can face aharsh reality checkas
they target theOlympic qualification cycle,

whichbeginsinDecember,aswellastheWorld
Championships,alsointhesamemonth.

Sanket Sargar
Medal:Silver
Category:Men's55kg
CWGtotal:248kg
Tokyo Olympics goldmedal lift: Non-
Olympiccategory
2018AsianGamesgoldmedallift:256kg
(56kgcategory)

Bindyarani Devi
Medal:Silver
Category:Women's55kg
CWGtotal:202kg
TokyoOlympicsgoldmedal lift:224kg
2018AsianGamesgoldmedallift:207kg
(53kgcategory)and235kg(58kgcategory)

Gururaja Poojary
Medal:Bronze
Category:Men’s61kg
CWGtotal:269kg
TokyoOlympicsgoldmedal lift:313kg
2018AsianGamesgoldmedallift:311kg
(62kgcategory)

Jeremy Lalrinnunga
Medal:Gold
Category:Men’s67kg
CWGtotal:300kg
TokyoOlympicsgoldmedal lift:332kg
2018AsianGamesgoldmedallift:336kg
(69kgcategory)

Achinta Sheuli
Medal:Gold
Category:Men’s73kg

CWGtotal:313kg
TokyoOlympicsgoldmedal lift:364kg
2018AsianGamesgoldmedallift:336kg
(69kgcategory)and348(77kgcategory)

Harjinder Kaur
Medal:Bronze
Category:Women’s71kg
CWGtotal:212kg
Tokyo Olympics goldmedal lift:Non-
Olympiccategory

2018AsianGamesgoldmedallift:246kg
(69kgcategory)

Vikas Thakur
Medal:Silver
Category:Men’s96kg
CWGtotal:348kg
TokyoOlympicsgoldmedal lift:402kg
2018 Asian Games goldmedal lift: 410
(94kgcategory)

Lovepreet Singh
Medal:Bronze
Category:Men’s109kg
CWGtotal:355kg
TokyoOlympicsgoldmedal lift:430kg
2018 Asian Games goldmedal lift: 421
(105kgcategory)

Gurpreet Singh
Medal:Bronze
Category:Men’s+109kg
CWGtotal:390kg
Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift:
Non-Olympiccategory
2018 Asian Games goldmedal lift: 461
(+105kgcategory)

■HighjumperTejaswinShankar
onThursdaysaidhehasnotbeen
able toperformtohis fullpotential
owingtochronic tendonitisand
it'snowa ‘certainty’ thathewill
compete indecathlonat theAsian
Games,whichwillbeheld in
September-Octobernextyear.

■Shankarhadrecordedan
impressiveperformanceduring
hisdecathlondebut inMay.
Competingat theBid12
Championships inTexas,hecame
closetobreakingthedecathlon
national recordafterattaining
7592pointswhichwas justshort
of theNRof7658.

Shankar to target
decathlon at Asiad

Category:49kg
CWGtotal:201kg
TokyoOlympicsgoldmedallift:210kg
2018Asiadgoldmedallift:199kg(48kg)
Amongall Indians,MirabaiChanuisthe
only onewho stands a chance towin a
medalatmajorevents.Intermsofweight
she can lift, theOlympic silvermedallist
is only behind China’s Hou Zhihui and
thattoointhesnatchsegment.Sheholds
theWR incleanand jerk (119kg).

Mirabai an exception

India’s weightlifting success doesn’t make them a superpower, yet
SCHEDULE

HOCKEY (WOMEN’SSF)
INDIAVSAUS(12.45am,Saturday)
Ayearaftertheyrecordedtheirbest-
everresultbybeatingtheminthe
Olympicquarters, India’swomen’s
hockeyteamwill faceAustraliaonce
again.Thistime,though,Australiawill
startasfavouritesgivenIndia’sunder-
whelmingform.

ATHLETICS
200msemifinals:HimaDas
(12.53am,Saturday)

SQUASH
Men'sdoublesRoundof16:Velavan
Senthilkumar/AbhaySingh(5.15pm)
Mixeddoublesquarterfinal:Dipika
Pallikal/SouravGhosal(12am,Sat)

TABLETENNIS
MixedDoublesRoundof16:
GSathiyan/ManikaBatraSharath
Kamal/AkulaSreeja(2pm)
Women'ssinglesRoundof16:Sreeja
Akula,ReethTennison(3.15pm)

New Delhi
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