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‘T'echnical’ snags
hit CUET, over

50,000 unable
to take exam

HARLEENN AGARWAL
& MOHANA SARKAR
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

THE SECOND phase of the
Common University Entrance
Test (CUET-UG) 2022 ran into a
major technical snag on
Thursday, forcing over 50,000
candidates across the country to
return from centres without tak-
ing the exam as the National
Testing Agency (NTA) failed to
upload question papers on time.
The NTA, an autonomous
body under the Ministry of
Education, said these candidates
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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CJIN V Ramana names
Justice U U Lalit as his

successor in note to Govt

Elevated from Bar, Justice Lalit was on
benchin key cases: Triple talag, POCSO

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

CHIEF JUSTICE of India N V
Ramana Thursday recom-
mended to the government the
name of Justice Uday Umesh
Lalit, the second most senior
judge of the Supreme Court, as
his successor.

Elevated directly to the
Supreme Court from the Bar in
August 2014 — only the sixth
lawyer to be so honoured —

| o

Chief Justice of IndiaN V
Ramana, Justice U U Lalit

Justice Lalit will take over as the
49th (]I after the incumbent re-
tires on August 26. He has a short

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Wait until we decide on
rival Senapleas: SCto EC

Decision by August 8 on whether
pleas need to be sent to larger bench

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

THE SUPREME Court said
Thursday it will decide by August
8 whether it needs to refer to a
five-judge Constitution Bench
the questions raised in a bunch
of petitions by rival factions of
the Shiv Sena.

The bench of Chief Justice of
India N V Ramana and Justices

From Punjab on both sides of border,
two weightlifters forge a winning bond

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 4

AFTER HIS record-breaking over-
alllift of 405 kg in the 109 kg-plus
category of the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham, Pakistan’s
Muhammad Nooh Dastgir Butt,
25,looked around for the bronze
medallist, India’s Gurdeep Singh.

'

Muhammad Nooh Dastgir
Butt with Gurdeep Singh. P11

This wasn’t the winner of
Pakistan’s first gold at these
Games being gracious for the
camera, but friends wanting to
share their moment of glory.
Much later,away from the me-
diagaze, the twowould party into
the night, sharing their joy with
their favourite Sidhu Moosewala
songs playing in the background.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Krishna Murari and Hima Kohli
also asked the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) not to precip-
itate action until then on the
Eknath Shinde faction’s plea
seeking recognition as the orig-
inal Shiv Sena.

The Shinde faction broke away
from the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena and formed a govern-
ment in Maharashtra with the BJP
after Thackeray resigned as

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Alarger
@ debate

EXPLAINED

THE MAHARASHTRA de-
velopments have raised
larger questions on dis-
qualification proceedings
and interpretations of the
anti-defection law. The EC
has underlined its own du-
ties, maintaining that the
Tenth Schedule cannot in-
terdict its responsibility.

Centre warns Baghel govt:
Implement rural housing
plan or we reconsider aid

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

THE CENTRE has told the
Bhupesh Baghel-led Congress
government in Chhattisgarh that
if the state is “unable” to imple-
ment the Pradhan Mantri Awas

Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G), the
Union Ministry of Rural
Development (MoRD) will be
“compelled” to “reconsider” its
support to other “core” rural
schemes like the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY).
It is learnt that this was
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge at the Herald House in

New Delhi on Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal RELATED REPORT, PAGE 2

Kharge summoned,
ED searches on; not
scared, says Rahul

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

THEENFORCEMENT Directorate's
summons to Leader of Opposition
inRajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
triggered a political row on
Thursday, with the Congress ac-
cusing the government of trying
to“intimidate” it. The government
countered that “the law will take
itsown course”,and itdoes notin-
terfere in the functioning of law
enforcement agencies.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Company which ED
claims gave loan to YI
among search targets

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

ON TUESDAY, when it launched
a search operation at Herald
House in the Capital, the
Enforcement Directorate carried
out simultaneous searches at
premises of some accommoda-
tion entry operator firms across
Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata.

Among the premises
searched was that of Kolkata-
based Dotex Merchandise
which, ED officials claimed, had
loaned Rs 1 crore to Young
Indian to help it acquire
Associate Journals Ltd (AJL), pub-
lisher of the National Herald
newspaper.

The searches were carried
out after the ED detected finan-
cial transactions between Young
Indian and some accommoda-
tion entry operator firms, agency
officials said.

ED officials have claimed that

in 2010, Young Indian, which has
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
as major shareholders, acquired
AJL and all its assets for a pit-
tance.

Officials said that at the time
of AJL's acquisition, Young
Indian, incorporated with a paid-
up capital of Rs 5 lakh, did not
have a fund of Rs 50 lakh to ac-
quire AJL, and decided to take a
loan of Rs 1 crore from IM/s Dotex
Merchandise Pvt Ltd, Kolkata.

In its report, the Income Tax
Department, which first con-
ducted a probe, said, “This loan
of Rs 1 crore was also flagged as
suspicious transaction in the
Suspicious Transactions Report
(“STR”) by Financial Intelligence
Unit (“FIU"), India.”

The IT Department said the
loan was given to Young Indian
“without any guarantee”.

An email sent by The Indian
Express to Dotex Merchandise for
comment did not elicit a re-
sponse.

RBU V-C resigns: ‘Denied
entry to office for 2 weeks’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,AUGUST 4

RABINDRA BHARATI University
(RBU)vice-chancellor Sabyasachi
BasuRay Chaudhury on Thursday
sent his resignation to Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, alleg-
ing that he was denied entry to
his office by Trinamool Congress-
backed students and teachers for
over two weeks.

“I had written twice to the
Chief Minister torelieve me of my
duties,” said the V-C.

The V-C claimed, “Some stu-
dents and teaching staff have con-
tinuously been disturbing me and
stopping me from entering my of-
fice. I informed the Education
Minister about the matter and he
assured me that it would not hap-

pen again. However, despite his
assurance, such incidents took
place. And thus, I decided to re-
sign from the post.” “Though the
agitating teachers and students
don't bear any political flag, they
are the supporters of the ruling
party,” alleged the V-C.

CPIM leader Sujan
Chakraborty said, “TMC has be-
come an extortionist party. They
have no interest in education. So,
suchincidents are bound to hap-
penin the state.”

BJP leader Rahul Sinha also
said, “TMCis interested in money
only. All TMC leaders are busy
minting money. They have no
connection with education.”

TMC leader Tapash Roy said,
“It's an unacceptable incident. I
think the administration should
actin the matter.”

Yogi launches 50 infra
projects in Azamgarh

Lucknow: On his first visit to
Azamgarh after the BJP won the
Lok Sabha seat in the bypoll,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday announced 50 in-
frastructure projects, worth Rs
143 crore, for the district and re-
viewed the ongoing develop-
ment projects.

Adityanath, who had cam-
paigned for the BJP, on
Thursday expressed gratitude
to the people of Azamgarh for
making the BJP nominee --

Dinesh Lal Yadav “Nirahua” -
win. “Iam here to thank you all
for ensuring the victory of your
MP (Nirahua).lam indebted to
you and [ have come here to
launch 50 developmental proj-
ects for you," Adityanath said at
an event here. “After the elec-
tion of Nirahua, the identity of
Azamgarh has changed. People
have developed a good opinion
about the district and the hon-
our of Uttar Pradesh has also in-
creased,” he added. ENS
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SCto EC

CM of the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government in June this year. The
bench told the ECI that if the
Thackeray faction seeks more
time to submit its response to the
notice issued by the Commission
on the Shinde faction's plea, it
should consider granting reason-
able adjournment.

Appearing for the Shinde fac-
tion, Senior Advocate Harish Salve
said one of the issues to be de-
cided is whether disqualification
under the Tenth Schedule is in-
curred only when the Speaker
renders a finding that the alleged
delinquent member has either
voluntarily forsaken membership
of the original political party from
which he waselected or has voted
contrarytoadirective of the party.

If the answer to the question
is in the affirmative, can a person
against whom a disqualification
petition is filed, and is pending,
continue toactasamember of the
House and participate in proceed-
ings of the House, he said.

Another issue is whether a
wirit can be filed in the High Court
or Supreme Court to invite a de-
cision by the court on disqualifi-
cation proceedings under the
Tenth Schedule bypassing the
Speaker, Salve said, adding that
since the Thackeray factionis say-
ing that the Speaker cannot be
trusted, the court will then, in the
first instance, have to decide
whether there is a disqualifica-
tion. Salve said it's “extremely im-
portant” todecide whetheravote
by a member contrary to the
party directive can be considered
anillegality with the consequence
thatalegislative measure, passed
by a support of the majority in-
cluding those voting against their
party’s directive, be considered
void. “Today, suppose a law is
passed, one party says vote
against it. The member says no,
we want to support this, doesn’t
matter if we lose our seats. And
they go and vote. Is that action il-
legal? Orisitanactionthatis per-
fectly lawful but opens them to
disqualification?” Salve said.

Tothis, the (Jlasked, “If thatis
the case, what is the sanctity of
the whips?” Salve said, “It opens
you to disqualification. You lose
your seat. You go back to the peo-
ple... Because there is a reason
why the disqualification law is
constructed the way it is. It strikes
a balance between maintaining
people switching parties and ac-
tionin the House.”

[llustrating this further, he
said, “Suppose a person gets
elected by corrupt practices. Till
hiselectionis setaside, everything
he does is lawful. And that’s as
bad, if not worse than defection...
That's the structure of our law.”

Salve said “the anti-defection
law always has tostrike a balance
by preventing unwholesome de-
fections, but not becoming an
anti-dissent law. Nani Palkhivala
had criticised the anti-defection
law saying this is an anti-dissent
law... A member may say this
whip of my party lam not going to
obey. And he may vote against it.
And may be later on, the party it-
self, realising it was supporting a
wrong cause, may not move
against its members. That is not
disqualification. That is how this
law is understood.”

The (Jlasked ifamember can
totally ignore the political party
after getting elected and said if
that is so, “it will be a danger to
democracy.”

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the Thackeray fac-
tion, said the BMC elections are
coming and what the dissidents
will try to do is press for orders
from the EClwhile proceedingsin
the court remain pending.

“In their petition, they have
said they enjoy support of 40
MLAs of Shiv Sena in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly... and 12 out of 19
Members of Parliament.
Therefore, their argument is that
they are the political party. Now if
40 MLAs stand disqualified, how
will this petition lie? They are the
ones who have moved (ECI)...
That's the problem,” he said.

Senior Advocate A M Singhvi,
also appearing for the Thackeray
camp, said the entire claim of the
rebels is based on the support of
majority MLAs. But the claim goes
if they are disqualified, he said,
adding “Where does the balance
of convenience lie? Why should
it be made irreversible and a fait
accompli?”

Appearing for ECI, Senior
Advocate Arvind Datar said the
poll body is bound by the
Representation of the People Act,
1951 and Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment)
Order, 1968 whose regulation 15
says thatif any group of members
of a political party claim they are
thereal political party, then the EC
is duty-bound to give notice to
other people, hear everybody and
then decide.

“ECis concerned with the po-
litical party whichis ona political
plane. The Tenth Scheduleis con-

cerned with what happensinthe
Assembly. Suppose the court ul-
timately holds that all these
members are actually disquali-
fied, that doesn’t make a differ-
enceasfarasthe ECis concerned.
We are concerned with the main
political party,” he said.

The (JIsaid “the apprehension
is you are making these petitions
faitaccompli because if you recog-
nise the other group that they are
the original political party, the en-
tire thing will go”. Datar said what
is happening in ECI can be inde-
pendent of what is happening in
the Assembly. “I am a separate
constitutional body. I have to do
my duties under the Constitution.
Tenth Schedule can’tinterdict my
responsibility,” he said, adding
that the EC has to adjudicate on
who has the symbol by adducing
evidence. The bench, however,
told Datar that while the EC can
receive affidavits etc, it should not
precipitate matters till the court
takesadecision ontheissue of re-
ferring it to a Constitution Bench.
Datar agreed to this.

CJI
term in office and will retire on
November 8,2022.

An official communication
said CJI Ramana “personally
handed overa copy of his letter of
recommendation dated
03.08.2022” to Justice Lalit
Thursday “morning”. It also “re-
called” that the CJI's Secretariat re-
ceived a communication dated
August 3 from the office of the
Union Minister of Law and Justice
requesting him to recommend
the name of his successor “yester-
day (03.08.2022)at 2130 hrs”.

As per convention, the incum-
bent CJI recommends the name
of his successor only upon receiv-
ing the communication from the
Law Ministry urging him/her to
doso.Enrolling as an Advocate in
June 1983, Justice Lalit has beena
key part of the country’s jurispru-
dential journey in the last couple
of decades, initially as a lawyer
and then as judge. His father UR
Lalit was an Additional Judge of
the Delhi High Court.

He has been part of several
important rulings in the SC. Justice
Lalit headed the bench that last
month sentenced Vijay Mallya,
who was found guilty of con-
tempt of court in 2017, to four
months’ imprisonment. He also
headed the bench that convicted
the fugitive businessman for con-
tempt in May 2017. A bench
presided by him underscored the
importance of mitigating circum-
stances while dealing with death
penalty convicts.

InaMadhya Pradesh case of a
man sentenced to death for the
gangrape of a child, the bench
gave credence to the role of a
“mitigation investigator” in going
into the background of the con-
vict. The courtalsoinitiated a suo
motu case to streamline the
process of consideration of miti-
gating circumstances in such
matters. It said that “every cir-
cumstance which has the poten-
tial of being a mitigating circum-
stance, while considering
whether death sentence be im-
posed or not, must necessarily be
considered by the court”. He was
also part of the five-judge bench
which by a 3:2 majority judg-
ment, in August 2017, “set aside”
the centuries-old practice of in-
stant triple talaq or talag-e-bid-
dat. Justice Lalit also headed the
bench which inJuly 2020 upheld
the rights of the erstwhile royals
of Travancore in the administra-
tion of Sree Padmanabha Swamy
Temple in Thiruvananthapuram.

In November 2021, an SC
bench headed by him quashed
the two judgments of the Nagpur
bench of Bombay High Court say-
ing the most important ingredi-
ent for constituting an offence of
sexual assault under Section 7 of
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act is
the “sexual intent”, and not the
“skin-to-skin” contact with the
child”. The two HCjudgments had
setoffafurore for concluding that
itwillnotamount to an offence of
sexual assault under Section 7 of
POCSOif there is “no direct phys-
ical contact, i.e. skin to skin” be-
tween the accused and the victim.

In 2019, he was made part of
the bench to hear the Ayodhya ti-
tle suit issue but recused himself
from the hearing after it was
pointed out that he had appeared
inaconnected matterin 1997 asa
lawyer for former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Kalyan Singh.

Justice Lalit has also been quite
pro-active in hisrole as Executive
Chairman of the National Legal
Services Authority (NALSA).Ona
visit to Mumbai earlier this year,
he madeita pointtovisitaschool
run by Prerana, an NGO working
with women and children, in the
red light areas and engage with
some of the women forced by cir-
cumstances into the trade.

Hailing from Maharashtra,
Justice Lalit started his practice in
the Bombay High Court in
December 1985 and then moved
to Delhi January, 1986. Till 1992,
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dog duties

In this episode of 3 Things, Dr K Srinath
Reddy speaks on the monkeypox outbreak;
we also discuss why the Enforcement
Directorate is probing the Gandhi family,
and the role of dogs in the Indian Army

he worked with former Attorney
General late Soli ] Sorabjee and
was designated as Senior
Advocate by the Supreme Court
in April 2004. As counsel, he was
appointed Amicus Curiae in sev-
eral matters and was appointed
Special Public Prosecutor for CBI
by the Supreme Court in the 2G
scam related cases. He also ap-
peared in several high-profile
cases including the black buck
case against actor Salman Khan,
the road rage case against crick-
eter-turned politician Navjot
Singh Sidhuand a corruption case
on behalf of former Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh.

ED summons

The ED had summoned
Kharge in connection with its
money laundering probe in the
National Herald case. On
Wednesday;, it had sealed the of-
fice of Young Indian -- a firm
linked to the Gandhi family which
had acquired Associated Journals
Limited (AJL), the publisher of
National Herald newspaper - at
Herald House in Delhi, saying it
could not search the premises in
the absence of arepresentative of
the firm.

With Kharge reaching Herald
House on Thursday afternoon, the
ED unsealed the Young Indian of-
ficeand continued its search. “The
principal officer, Mallikarjun
Kharge, came on Tuesday but left
the premises without getting the
searches conducted. Summons
had been sent to the principal of-
ficer (Kharge) to get the search
concluded. In his absence, the of-
fices were sealed to ensure noone
tampers with potential evidence.
Today he has arrived, so searches
arebeingresumed,” an ED official
told The Indian Express.

Earlier in the day, raising the
issue in Rajya Sabha, Kharge said
he had been summoned to the
Young Indian office at 12.30 pm.
“l am a Member of Parliament
and Leader of the Opposition.
When Parliament is in session, [
have received a summons from
theED...lhavetogoat12.30 pm.
I don’t want to avoid the law. I
want to follow the law. Butisitap-
propriate for the ED to issue a
summons to me when
Parliament is in session... when
Parliament is functioning,” he
said. Kharge said police had sur-
rounded the residence of
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi and
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi. “Will democracy survive
like this? Will we function as per
the Constitution? They are doing
this to demoralise us, to finish us,
to intimidate us...we will not be
scared. We will fight,” he said.

Countering him, Leader of the
House Piyush Goyal said the gov-
ernment does not believe ininter-
fering with the functioning of law
enforcementagencies. He termed
Kharge’s charges as baseless and
argued that “if somebody has
done something wrong...the law
will take its own course.”

“On this particular issue, this
matter had even gone to the
Supreme Court... and the
Congress president... senior
Congress leaders....they are out
on bail,” he said, adding that the
Congress and the Opposition
should comply with the law.

ED sources said Kharge was
summoned as the other two per-
sons associated with Young
Indian are Sonia and Rahul.
“Young Indian currently has two
shareholders - Rahul Gandhiand
Sonia Gandhi. We did not want to
call them. The company has just
one employee, Kharge, whois the
CEO.We had nooption but to call
him,” said an ED official.

Both Sonia and Rahul have
beenquestioned by the EDin con-
nection with the case.

Speaking toreporters outside
Parliament, Rahul said: “Itisanat-
tempt to intimidate. They think
they can silence us by putting
pressure on us. It will not happen.
What Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah are doing against democ-
racy...we will stand against
that...whatevertheydo,” he said.
“We will not be intimidated. We
are not scared of Narendra Modi.
Let them do whatever they want.
Wedon't care,” he said.

“Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader
of the Opposition in Rajya Sabha,
was summoned by the ED when
Parliament was in session. He, of
course, leftaround 12:20 pmand
presented himself. This is
Modishahi reaching new lows,”
tweeted Jairam Ramesh, AICC
general secretary in charge of
communication.

He later tweeted that Kharge
“has been undergoing interroga-
tion by the ED for the last four and
a half hours. His ordeal is contin-
uing.” Kharge remained at Herald
House for nearly eight hours.

Young Indian is under ED
probe on charges of acquiring
Associate Journals Limited (AJL),
the publisher of the National
Herald newspaper, and all its as-
sets fora “pittance” againstan al-
leged loan extended by the
Congress. The Herald House is
owned by AJL. While three floors
of the building have been rented
to the passport seva kendra run
by TCS, the fourth floor houses the
Young Indian office.

Weightlifters

The same taste in music as
well as a common culture and
mother tongue had resulted in
the two strongmen, from the two
Punjabs on either side of the
India-Pakistan border, bonding
while competing against each
otheron the international circuit.

The lifters born 250 km apart
— Noohin Pakistan’s Gujranwala
and Gurdeep in Majri Rasulra vil-
lage in Khanna district — go back
along way. They might have been
trying to out-lift each other since
their junior days but haven't al-
lowed cut-throat competition to
affect their friendship.

“Gurdeep and I have been
very good friends. After the gold,
[first congratulated Gurdeep and
later we did a small celebration
where we danced to Moosewala’s
songs,” Nooh tells The Indian
Express from Birmingham.

Gurdeep, too, shared the same
sentiment. “Nooh and I first met
injunior championships six years
ago and would share tips about
diet. Conversing in Punjabi obvi-
ously helped our friendship,” he
said. When not competing, they
still remain in touch. Like in May
this year, when a worried Nooh
called up Gurdeep. “When I saw
the news of Sidhu Moosewala’s
death, I messaged Gurdeep to
confirm. At my home gym, I
played songs like Jatt Da Mugqabla
and the recently released Song
295 to set the tempo for my train-
ing,” says Nooh, who hails froma
family of weightlifters.

From an early age, Nooh had
heard stories from his father,
Ghulam Dastgir Butt, a 16-time
Pakistan national champion,
about his travels around the
world. He would often mention
India as a friendly nation where
Pakistan players always got a
warm welcome. Butt Senior had
visited Indiain 1987 for the South
Asian Federation Games in
Kolkata, where he won the gold
medal. He is excited to get a call
from the other side of the border
on a day his son won gold in a
competition where India won
bronze. The elder Butt takes time
from talking to the local media to
come on the phone and express
his joy in Punjabi.

“I get surprised when people
talk that India and Pakistan are
born enemies. The amount of love
and respect India has given tome,
we also love Indian players and
Hindustan the same. I often talk
with my Indian friends like
Manjeet Singhand former Indian
Weightlifting Federation secre-
tary Balbir Singh. Actually, my day
starts with reading their ‘good
morning’ messages,” he says.

Nooh’s India experience, too,
wasn't different from that of his
father. “I visited India twice and
competed in Pune and Guwahati.
The kind of love India has given
me, no other country has given
me. [ have more fans from India
than Pakistanin the weightlifting
community. When [ was leaving
the hotel in Guwahati, the staff
and volunteers were crying. It
made me emotional,” says Nooh.

The father says it is unfortu-
nate that stories of Indo-Pak bon-

New Delhi

homie don’t get highlighted. “If
there is some incident of hate, it
gets played up but rarely people
talkabout stories of friendship be-
tween people of two nations.”

On their big day, the Butt
household is busy narrating the
story about the son. “Nooh was
12 years old and his younger
brother was eight when I made
them start weightlifting.
Whatever tantrums they put up
or how muchthey cried, lacted as
a coach and not as a father. I re-
member Nooh competed in a
tournament at the age of 14 and
the barbell fell on his feet and
broke the bone.I made him train
inasitting position and do bench
press and front press as I did not
want him to miss training,” re-
members the elder Butt.

Nooh’s younger brother,
Hanzala Dastgir Butt, also com-
peted in the same category as him
at the CWG but finished outside
the medal bracket.

As for the hard taskmaster fa-
ther, the goal is to see his son win
an Olympic medal.

Rural housing

conveyed by Rural Development
Secretary Nagendra Nath Sinhato
Chhattisgarh Chief Secretary Am-
itabh Jainin a letter on August 1.

The Centre’s warning came af-
ter Chhattisgarh failed to release
its share of funds required to im-
plement the scheme in the state.

Chief Secretary Jain did not re-
spond to phone calls and text
messages from The Indian
Express for comment.

Sources said the Centre had
setaconstruction target of 7.8 lakh
houses under the PMAY-G during
the financial year2021-22.But the
MoRD, sources said, was “com-
pelled to withdraw” the target
due tothe “inability” of the state in
releasing the state share,amount-
ing to Rs 562 crore, and “unsatis-
factory” progress of the scheme.

In2020-21, the Centre had al-
located a construction target of 6.4
lakh houses under the PMAY-G,
out of which the state had “sur-
rendered” 4.9 lakh houses citing
“financial constraints and diffi-
culty” inreleasing the correspon-
ding state share. The state had re-
tained a target of only 1.5 lakh
houses for 2020-21.

Under PMAY-G, the Centre
and states share the expenditure
in the ratio 60:10. In the case of

Himalayan states, Union
Territories and states in the North-
East, the ratio is 90:10.

On several occasions, the
Ministry urged the Chhattisgarh
government to release its pend-
ing state share for implementa-
tion of the PMAY-G, sources said,
adding that letters were sent to
the state government in June,
September and November last
year. Despite meetings and com-
munications, the Chhattisgarh
government, sources said, has
neither shown “satisfactory
progress” nor released the due
state share of Rs 562 crore.

Asaresult,workonthe PMAY-
G has come to a standstill in the
state, sources said.

Chhattisgarh is the only state
where the scheme has faced a
problem in the last 3-4 years,
sources said. The Centre has urged
the state toensure adequate fund
flow for PMAY-G so that all eligible
beneficiaries in the state are cov-
ered under the scheme.

Sources said that if the state
does not release its share under
the PMAY-G, the Centre may stop
its support under two core
schemes like PMGSY and Shyama
Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission.

Incidentally, the PMAY-Gissue
was highlighted by T S Singh Deo
last month when he resigned
from the Baghel government as
Minister for Panchayat and Rural
Development. In his resignation
letter, non-sanction of funds un-
derthe PMAY-G was one of the is-
sues mentioned. Singh Deo said
houses could not be constructed
for 8 lakh people in the state due
to non-sanction of funds.

“Houses were supposed tobe
constructed for homeless people
under Pradhan Mantri Awas
YojanaandIhaddiscussed and re-
quested you to allocate money for
the same but fund was not made

available for the scheme due to
which houses for 8 lakh people
could not be built,” Singh Deo said
in his letter to Baghel on July 16.

He said that the right to house
in rural areas was one of the 36
goals mentioned in the manifesto
of the Congress party in the state.

“It is a matter of concern that
not a single house could be built
inthe state under the present gov-
ernment and scheme’s progress
remained nil. I feel sorry that the
scheme’s benefits could not reach
the homeless of the state,” Singh
Deo said.

CUET

would be assigned slots between
August 12-14. “The same admit
card will be valid for the con-
cerned candidates whose exam-
inations have been postponed,”
NTA senior director (exams)
Sadhana Parashar said in a state-
ment. The last date of the second
phase of the exam, for which 14.4
lakh candidates have registered,
is August 20.

On Thursday, glitches were
firstreported in41 centres across
29 cities, affecting about 4,000
candidates who were assigned
the morning slot (9 am-12.15
pm). Apart from Delhi and
Ladakh, the affected centres were
located across 15 states:
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha,
Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and West Bengal.
These candidates will have toap-
pear for the exam on August 12,
the NTA said.

According toreports, many of
the affected candidates in the
morning slot found out that the
exam had been rescheduled only
after reaching their centres.
“There was no information onthe
official website. The centre just
told us the exam was cancelled.
Later, a friend showed me the no-
tice on Twitter,” said Ronojoy
Mukherjee, who was supposed
to take the exam at a centre in
Noida.

D P Singh, who accompanied
his daughter Sakshi to an exam
centre in Faridabad, said: “We
kept waiting till 10.30 am. Then
they started allowing the stu-
dents to enter. But just halfway
into the process, they suddenly
announced the paper had been
cancelled and we would receive
anemail”.

Later in the day, the glitches
took a turn for the worse, wash-
ing out the entire second slot (3-
6.45 pm), affecting all 489 centres
across the country where about
50,000 candidates had registered,
said anNTA official. "In the second
slot, all 61 papers were affected.
They couldn’t be uploaded on
time," said the official.

“Because of technical reasons,
the question paper for the second
shift of the examination could
only be uploaded at 5 pmand the
download at 489 centres could
startat 5.25 pm, while the exam
was scheduled to begin from 3
pm,” the NTAsaid ina statement.
Stating that these candidates will
be allotted a new date, between
August 12 and 14, it said thatif the
dates are “not suitable, the can-
didates can send an e-mail todat-
echange@nta.ac.in, mentioning
their desired date and roll num-
ber”.

Garima Shreya, a candidate,
said she could not take the test
even during the first phase, held
July 15-20, due to technical prob-
lems. “This was my third attempt,
after server issues in July. Now |
will be appearing for the exam a
fourth time with no certainty of
the date,” she said.

Sofar, the NTA has allowed 19
candidates who missed the
CUET-UG in July due to last-
minute changes in examination
centres to sit for a retest.

The CUET-UG scores will be
used by 90 universities -- 44
Centre-run, 12 state government-
run, 21 private and 13 deemed -
to admit students to undergrad-
uate degree courses in the 2022-
23 session.
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Man who
stole jewellery
worth Rs 2 cr
arrested after
40-km chase

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

A 38-YEAR-OLD man was ar-
rested after a 40-km chase in
Punjab’s Amritsar for allegedly
stealing jewellery worth more
than Rs 2 crore from a show-
room in Delhi’s Karol Bagh.

Police said the accused,
Vikrant Gaurav, was a jeweller
who suffered losses and in-
curred debts during the Covid
lockdown. He was identified
based on a tattoo on his arm,
said police.

Police said on July 24, a man
named Sandeep Garg lodged a
complaint regarding theft of gold
and diamond jewellery worth Rs
2.12 crore from his showroom.

DCP (Central) Shweta
Chauhan said: “The accused had
carried out the theft by pretend-
ing to be a customer. He looked
at a lot of jewellery and stole
some of the expensive pieces.”

Police said CCTV footage of
the showroom and the route
taken by the accused were ex-
amined. The accused had worn
a face mask. It was later found
that the accused had the word
“Rasraj” tattooed on his arm.

Police said the man was iden-
tified after verification from 400-
500 local shopkeepers and jew-
ellers. Police also carried out a
door-to-door search in East Patel
Nagar, where the accused had
lived four years ago. His old mo-
bile number was found, and po-
lice used technical surveillance
to locate him in Amritsar.

DCP Chauhan said: “A team
was sent to Amritsar to keep
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2 WORKED AS LABOURERS AT THEIR HOUSE

x-TikTokeramong 3
held for robbing elderly

couple at Gur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, AUGUST 4

DAYS AFTER four masked men
barged into the house of an eld-
erly couple in the upscale Florence
Elite society in Sector 57, and al-
legedly robbed a 64-year-old
woman after holding her hostage
and gagging her mouth, police
havearrested three accused in the
case. Two of the accused had
worked as labourers at the cou-
ple’s house recently, while the
third used to be famous for up-
loading TikTok videos, said police.

The accused, Mohammad
Anjar, Najimul and Hasim Ansari,
were arrested from Ullawas vil-
lage Wednesday by the crime
branch, said police.

“The two labourers had no-
ticed that the complainant had
paid for labour work in Rs 2,000
currency denomination notes.
The labourers thought they
could get their hands on a large
sum if they planned a loot bid.
They were aware the couple
lived alone. So, the main accused,
Ansari, hatched a plan to rob
them and roped in four others,”
said ACP (crime) Preet Pal.

“Ansari called his friend

The accused in custody

Najimul, who was based in
Mumbai, to carry out the robbery.
Najimul used to upload videos on
TikTok and earn money. After
TikTok was shut down, he lost his
source of income. He agreed to
join the loot bid. Five accused
have been identified and efforts
are on to arrest their accom-
plices,” said the ACP.

Virender Vij, DCP (East),
added, “Najimul has a criminal
record with four cases regis-
tered in Maharashtra. We are
verifying this. The other two ac-
cused had recently worked at
the house as labourers and
stopped coming a few days ago,
which aroused suspicion, and
they were arrested.”

According to police, the inci-

gaon home

dent took place around 3.30am
Tuesday when the woman and
her 67-year-old husband were
asleep. Police said the accused
— carrying a rod and a screw-
driver — allegedly entered the
house from the rear door,
which was open due to renova-
tion work.

“The accused claimed they
used these tools instead of a
knife or a gun to evade checking
by the police and if caught, they
could claim that they were
labourers,” said a police officer,
adding that they recovered an
iron rod from the accused.

In the FIR, the complainant,
Rama Sharma, had stated be-
tween 3.30am and 4.30 am, four
men had entered the house and
robbed her: “They had covered
their faces.. Two of them
pounced on me and asked me
where the money was. They
threatened to kill me... I tried to
make noise but they tied my face,
hands and mouth using clothes.
They forcefully took my gold ban-
glesand phone and pushed me to
the bathroom. After a few min-
utes, they took me upstairs force-
fully and searched the upper
room. In the meantime, they
heard some noise and ran away.”
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HC tells police to take
quick action in cases of
Covid violations: ‘Waste
of time to drag it...

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

REJECTING DECATHLON'S prayer
seeking quashing of an FIR regis-
tered againstits Preet Vihar store,
for operating after 8 pm on
December 30 last year, in viola-
tion of the Covid guidelines, the
High Court Thursday said it
would be appropriate for the
Delhi Police to take quick action
inall pending matters relating to
violation of orders passed under
the Disaster Management Act by
filing complaints before courts.

Directing Preet Vihar station
house officer to ensure that the
complaint against Decathlon is
forwarded to the magistrate con-
cerned immediately, Justice Asha
Menon observed that there have
been innumerable cases where
people were found violating time
restrictions that governed busi-
ness activities and public move-
ment, or were in public places
without masks.

“These are all actionable
wrongs and need to be dealt with
firmly, but it must also be effec-
tive. To drag such matters instead
of dealing with them expedi-
tiously... have only led to colossal
waste of time and human re-
sources,” Justice Menon said,
adding that lower courts ought
to dispose of such matters with-
out further delay.

Observing that an offence un-
der IPC section 188 is in the na-
ture of a petty offence unless
combined with other serious
ones, the court said they can be
summarily tried and questioned
police for not getting the FIR
against Decathlon decided even
after seven months “when it
ought not to have taken even
seven days for disposal”.

“It is unfathomable why of-
fence under section 188 IPC pre-
scribing a punishment extend-
able up to three months or fine up
to Rs 200 or both, or when there
is threat to health —asin this case
due to pandemic — punishable
with a maximum imprisonment
of either nature for six months or
fine up to Rs 1,000 or both, can-
notbe disposed of ina more pur-
poseful manner,” said the court.

In Decathlon’s case, the court
said police “seem to have gone a
little far” by issuing notices ask-
ingtoappear at the police station.

According to the FIR, a beat
patrol party had found the store
open at 8.50 pm with 8-10 peo-
ple. Decathlon had argued that
no FIR could have been
registered without the written
complaint of the Assistant
Commissioner of Police. Police
argued that the complaint under
CrPC section 195 has been ob-
tained from ACP and that when
achargesheetis filed, that would
also be placed on record.
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Delhi BJP plans Pasmanda
Muslim outreach in capital

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

AFTER PM Narendra Modi's call
to BJP to reach out to “deprived
and downtrodden sections” in
communities other than Hindus
at a national executive conclave
in Hyderabad last month, BJP
leadership in Delhi has started
an outreach programme with a
focus on Pasmanda (backward)
Muslims in the national capital.
The party will be holding a
Pasmanda Muslim Senh Milan
Awam Samman Samroh Friday at
Ghalib Institute in Central Delhi,
during which several Pasmanda
leaders from BJP will be present.
Delhi BJP minority morcha
in-charge and national president
of the Rashtrawadi Muslim

Pasmanda Mahaz Atif Rasheed,
who is holding the programme,
said Pasmanda Muslims have al-
ways remained neglected inlead-
ership roles and after the PM’s
message, the party is making a
start by reaching out to them.

“The programme will have a
detailed discussion on the chal-
lenges for the community and the
way ahead. The same model will
be followed in other parts of the
country,” said Rasheed, who is a
former vice-chairperson of na-
tional commission of minorities.
“They would also be talking about
what has been done in states like
Uttar Pradesh that led to a sup-
port base for BJP and what more
canbe done,” he added.

Party insiders said in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, BJP hopes to get
support of Pasmanda Muslims.
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Bank of India

Possession Notice (for Inmovable Property)

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE
1st Floor, Chanakya Place, R-Block, Patna-800001
(Tel. 2220640-643, Fax: 0612-2223178)
APPENDIX - IV, Rule 8(1)

ELECTRICITY
Y COMMISSION ¢

3rd & 4th Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36 Janpath,

New Delhi-110001, Phone 23353503. FAX: 23753923
Website: www.cercind.gov.in
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e hon iscroverments fiewre | | INVITES APPLICATION FOR THE POSITIONS OF HEAD, | Patition No. 171/TL/2022 Dated 2.6.2022
traced, but fled in his car. He was CENTRE FOR WTO STUDIES (CWTOS) AND HEAD, 'Fl'he undle::igned be(ijng t?e AuthorizedeOfficer olf the BA/IJK goFolanldA under the Sefcuritisation a?d Rgcon;‘.trugtion of| | NOTICE UNDER CLAUSE (a) OF SUB-SECTION (5) OF SECTION 15 OF
inancial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, and in exercise of powers conferred under Section
chased for about 40 km.be‘f,ore . GENTRE FOR REGIONALTRADE ‘GRT) . 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as detailed in the table XHE EII'.ECTRICITYACT’.ZOO& fthe Electricity Act. 2003 (the Act) has b
the team apprehended him. IIFT is a premier institution of education, training and research in the area hereunder written calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to repay the amount shown in the respective notices napp 'Cat'(l)n under SeCtl'or? o t. e Electricity Act, 2003 (the Act) has been
The DCPsaid he confessed to | | ©f International Business set up by Department of Commerce, mentioned against their names in the table, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. made by Rajgarh Transmission Limited, 2nd Floor, Novus Tower, Plot No. 18,
the crime and the jewellery was Government of India. The Centre for WTO Studies (CWTOS) and Centre The borrowers/guarantors mentioned below having failed to repay the amount shown in the respective notices issued u/s Sector-18, Gurugram, Haryana-122015 to establish “Transmission System
J v for Regional Trade (CRT) have been set up under the overall umbrella of 13(2) within the stipulated time, notice is hereby given to the aforementioned borrowers/guarantors and the public in for Evacuation of Power from RE Projects in Rajgarh (2500 MW) SEZ in
recovered from his possession. | | the Centre for Research on International Trade (CRIT), which is a part of general that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property/ies (Secured Assets) described in the table ) PSR .
Police said he had borrowed | | the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT). given below in exercise of powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 and 9 of the said Madhya Prade§h (herelnafter referred t? as Project’) on Build, Own,
monev from multiple people af- | | IFT is looking for outstanding professionals for the following positions: rules on the date(s) mentioned against the respective property. Operate and Maintain (BOOM) basis comprising of the following elements:
Y . . plepeop 1. Head, Centre for WTO Studies (CWTOS) The aforesaid borrowers/guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the . | Name of Transmission Element Scheduled COD
ter suffering business losses. He i - property/ies mentioned in the table hereunder written and any dealings with the said property/ies will be subject to the :
2. Head, Centre for Regional trade (CRT) . : 3 No. in months from
had allegedly planned to steal . ’ ) e . A~ charge of the BANK OF INDIA for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and interest thereon. .
. llerv f Karol Bagh For fprther details regardllng _brlef description of_ dutles_,, eligibility, N - BTN A= DEreleT Effective Date
Jewellery from Karol Baghtopay | [ experience, pay scales, application form and general instructions, please B:::?,?,,,zr/ & Amount as per Details of property Possession 1. | Establishment of 400/220 kV, 3x500 MVA at Pachora
backhisdebts. Ane-FIRwasfiled | | visitIIFT website: https://www.iift.ac.in/iift/'vacancies.php Guarantor Notice u/s 13(2) of Assets SEZ PP with 420 kV (125 MVAR) bus reactor
under IPC section 379 (theft). tﬁzt” :ae}dtgnfg;tﬁgt;rgfsrlﬁgegqfe?‘?pl|cat|ons is 30 days from the d.ate of Mr. Mukesh Kumar| () Dheewar Branch,|To an ad measurable area- 1.00 katha (3.125 do0imal)| 30.07.2022 4001220KV. 500 MVAICT -3 nos.
: Dr. PK. Gupta, Registrar S/oYogendra Prasad | (ii) Demand Notice [bearing Khata No. 920, Khesra No. 669(P), Thana No. 70 400KV ICT bays—3nos
Sharma, Guarantor:| Date: 28.04.2022, |situated at Mauza: Berhna Shanti Tola, PS- Barh, District- 220KV ICTb 3 ’
Mrs. Bimla Kumari| ¥ 12,14,904/-and |Patna standing in the name of Mukesh Kumar, Bounded:- ays—Jnos.
MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE W/o Yogendral| interestand other |North:Mr. Prem Nandan Prasad Singh, South: Niz Lakhkari, 400kV line bays -2 nos.
Prasad Sharma expenses thereon, |East: Sanjay Singh Mi No Haja, West: Sharda Sharma & 220kV line bays -6 nos.
Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. Kameshwar Sharma. .
CIN : U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427 * With further interest at applicable rate till repayment. (4 nos. for Agar & Shajapur solar park .
Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that Gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company for the period upto Date: 30.07.2022 Authorized Officer interconnection & 2 nos. for other RE prOJects)
30.09.2021 & MSGL, SPL-16, One plus, Guide Prepaid, Super value, ADGL and all other 6 months tenure Gold loans up to 31.12.2021 and MSGB, SME Suvarna Place: Patna Bank of India 125MVAr, 420 kV reactor-1no.
& EMI due up to 30.06.2022 which were overdue for redemption and which have not been redeemed so far inspite of repeated notices, will be auctioned on 420 kv reactor bay— 1 no
17.08.2022 from 10 am onwards. A A . = aa .
BHOPAL DISTRICT - BHOPAL-INDRAPURI: F10517, F13388, F13393, F13398, F13414, F13460, F13461, F13481, F13489, F13492, F13494, F13514, . Regional Ofﬁc_e " éﬁi I Eﬂﬂf 220kV Bus coupler bay- 1 no.
F13515, F13516, F13518, F13541, F13544, F13547, F13551, F13654, F13555, F13561, F13564, F13572, F13573, F13575, F13586, F13587, F13599, Krishna Honda Building, POSSESSION NOTICE 220KV Transfer Bus Coupler (TBC)bay - 1 no.
F13608, F13619, F13627, F13628, F13630, F13641, F13655, F13671, F13685, F13688, F13690, F13694, F13701, F13726, F13735, F13746, F13751, Akharaghat Road, Bank of Baroda (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY) Future provisions: 18 Months
F13761, F13765, F13856, F13858, F13901, F13984, F14019, F14051, F14052, F14055, F3762, F7353. HOSHANGABAD ROAD - BHOPAL: F5515, p— — Space for
F6027, F6065, F7313, F7314, F7319, F7331, F7339, F7342, F7350, F7357, F7361, F7366, F7379, F7383, F7387, F7390, F7410, F7428, F7440, F7451, Muzaffarpur-842001 vion | [ 400/220kV ICTs al ithbavs: 6
F7453, F7458, FT471, FT472, F7474, FT4T6, FT477, FT478, F7481, F7483, F7486, F7488, F7490, F7492, F7580, F7668, GLHHNR/27. KOLAR - - - - - - Salongwith bays: o nos.
BHOPAL: F12818, F12831, F12840, F12848, F12853, F12854, F12861, F12869, F12876, F12877, F12898, F12924, F12940, F12941, F12944, F12948, Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of the BANK OF BARODA under the 400kV line bays: 8 nos.
F12949, F12954, F12955, F12958, F12963, F12968, F12972, F12979, F12983, F12990, F13021, F13033, F13037, F13043, F13063, F13065, F13068, securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 220kV line bays: 9 nos
F13071, F13074, F13079, F13080, F13083, F13084, F13087, F13090, F13092, F13096, F13105, F13115, F13116, F13124, F13126, F13129, F13148, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the security 420KV bus reactor along with bays: 1 no
F13149, F13150, F13151, F13157, F13158, F13164, F13169, F13263, F13283, F13318, F13438, F13446, F13449, F13501, F13541, F13561, F13579, . . - 220KV Bus sectionalizer bay: 2 nos
F3866, F3868, F8463. MANDIDEEP: F10162, F11507, F11771, F11806, F11813, F11816, F11822, F11827, F11846, F11849, F11856, F11860, F11861, Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice calling upon the -9 :
F11862, F11864, F11874, F11875, F11883, F11888, F11904, F11918, F11923, F11925, F11935, F11938, F11951, F11960, F11964, F11972, F11981, borrower(s)/Gurantor to repay the amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said (One no. bay for each Main BUS)I .
F11982, F11984, F12005, F12010, F12015, F12016, F12027, F12030, F12035, F12043, F12064, F12072, F12075, F12076, F12078, F12085, F12087, notice 2. | Pachora SEZ PP -Bhopal (Sterlite) 400 kV D/c line
F12094, F12097, F12179, F12188, F12203, F12235, F12295, F12301, F12421, F7789. BHOPAL-ARERA COLONY: F4962, F4988, F4994, F5046, : . ) . ) (Quad/HTLS) (with minimum capacity of 2100
F5358, F5359, F5638, F5649, F5650, F5655, F5659, F5677, F5697, F5708, F5744, F5749, F5752, F5789, F5794, F5808, F5811, F5814, F5823, F5827, The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the MVA/ckt at nominal voltage) along with SOMVAr
F5837, F5844, F5846, F5853, F5856, F5864, F5881. BHOPAL - MP NAGAR ZONE II: F6678, F7558, F7606, F7637, F7675, F7785, F8493, F8694, Borrowers/Gurantors and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the switchable line reactors with 400 ohms NGR on
F8731, F8734, F8737, F8742, F8748, F8753, F8764, F8790, F8844, F8854, F8860, F8866, F8879. KAROND-BHOPAL: F13436, F13687, F13767, . . : ] . . able
F13769, F13794, F13829, F14216, F14480, F16036, F16039, F16052, F16070, F16095, F16108, F16124, F16139, F16152, F16177, F16181, F16182, proper.ty described here|.n below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under sub section (4) each circuit at Pachora end
F16192, F16221, F16261, F16269, F16282, F16283, F16286, F16336, F16457, F16503, F16522, F8326, F8344. ASHOKA GARDEN: F43, F526, F546, of section 13 of the Act with rule 8 of the said rules. Switchable line Reactors (at Pachora end) —420 kV,
F657, F663, F666, F748, F804, F805. KOTRA: F257, F299, F301, F302, F317, F350, F434, F438. DEWAS DISTRICT - DEWAS - AB ROAD: F4482, The Borrowers/Gurantors/Mortgagers in particu|ar and the pub“c in genera| are hereby 2x80MVAr Line reactor bays (at Pachora) —2n0s.
F4494, F4498, F4499, F4523, F4541. HARDA DISTRICT - HARDA BUS STAND ROAD: F188, F189, F715, F719, F721, F729, F733, F735, F737, F757, . . ) ) : : . . - -
F781, F811, F820, F824, F826, F827. HOSHANGABAD DISTRICT - HOSHANGABAD CITY: F5126, F6164, F6168, F6175, F6188, F6199, F6205, cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealings with _the properties will be subject to 3. | 2no. of 400 KV line bays at Bhopal (Sterlite) for
F6217, F6227, F6229, F6250, F6253, F6260, F6261, F6265, F6272, F6279, F6282, F6283, F6285, F6288, F6292, F6293, F6297, F6298, F6316, F6325, the charge of the BANK OF BARODA for the amount and further interest there of the contractual Pachora SEZ PP-Bhopal (Sterlite) 400 kV D/c line
P6326, F6327, F6329, F6344, F6345, F6347, F6349, F6351, F6469, FE511. ) rate plus, charge and expenses till date of payment. (Quad/HTLS) (with minimum capacity of 2100
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. Please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be . . .. .. ) . A .
conducted on 27.08.2022 at 10.00 am at BHOPAL DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., Ground Floor, 16/B, Indrapuri, Sector-B, Raisen Road, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh The Borrower's attention is invited to provision of sub section (8) of section 13 of the MVA/ckt at nominal VOItage)
- 462021. DEWAS DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., Ground Floor - Plot No-6, Ram Nagar, A.B. Road, Near Shreeji Sweets, Dewas, Madhya Pradesh - 455001. HARDA . . . “ .
DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., First Floor, Door No:1, Maya Gentral, Ward No:24, Subash Ward, Harda, Madhya Pradesh - 461331. HOSHANGABAD DISTRICT: Muthoot SARFAESIAct 2002, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. _NOte' e _
FinCorp Ltd., Ground Floor, Plot No 193, Jumerati Mohalla, Hoshangabad, Madhya Pradesh - 461001. The bidders are requested to produce Photo Id card, Pan Card. () M/s BDTCL (Bhopal Dhule Transmission Company Limited) to
The successful bidder should transfer the money through RTGS. Muthoot FinCorp Ltd. Name of the Branch/ Description of the Dema"f‘/ Outstanding prOVide space for 2 no. of 400 kV line bays at Bhopal (Sterllte) for
: i o : )
Nggfoiéﬁgﬁeaséﬁ?ge Immovable Properties Eﬁfisc?&ﬁg Amount termination of Pachora SEZ PP - Bhopal (Sterlite) 400 kV D/cline.
MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE - (if) Space for future provisions for 400 kV line bays to be kept including
S——— . S Bank of Baroda, |Property Poonam Kumari|20-04-2022| Rs. 62,01,008.92/- the space for switchable line reactors.
cot e ooapf'-“l;:},gstTJ997PLéo1u1nsqin Pr?-a+§1 4:;‘:3?:200“2);?357 e ' SA.F. Hajipur Branch| Proprietor of M/s Shree 03 OBI 2022 ?S o?h1 9.0152022 (i) The implementation ofthe scheme to be taken up only fter ran of
: — : . Raghuveer Vastral nd Ten -0o- ogether wi
Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that Gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company for the period upto Borrower : M/s Shree ag U ee a.St alaya a d € .t fu?ther interest . LTAatPachora PS . .
30.00.2021 & MSGL, SPL-16, One plus, Guide Prepaid, Super value, ADGL and all other 6 months tenure Gold loans up to 31.12.2021 and MSGB, SME Suvarna Raghuveer Vastralaya Mart in Gudari Market Hajipur is (iv) The schedule of implementation of the scheme would be matching
& EMI due up to 30.06.2022 which were overdue for redemption and which have not been redeemed so far inspite of repeated notices, will be auctioned on and Tent Mart (Prop _ enjoying Cash Credlt from our therteont at |thet with schedule of RE deVelOpeI’S or 18 months from the date of
16.08.2022 from 10 am onwards. ) i H contractual rate i i ”
INDORE DISTRICT - ANNAPURNA ROAD-INDORE: F10680, F10760, F10890, F10921, F11483, F12427, F12445, F12452, F12455, F12459, F12466, Mrs. Poonam Kumari, branch with Eq“'_table Mortgage plus all cost 2 Th traanerOf:PVbWhICheYerIs(ljater'h T ission Service Provid
F12476, F12479, F12480, F12482, F12486, F12490, F12492, F12493, F12505, F12528, F12531, F12533, F12542, F12575, F12578, F12586, F12590, W/o Sri Amit Kumar) land and building since 5th charges & - INeapp icant has €en el eCte_ ?St € fransmission oervice Frovider
F12593, F12595, F12614, F12626, F12640, F12643, F12645, F12659, F12663, F12664, F12677, F12678, F12679, F12681, F12682, F12683, F12684, At Moh- Gudari November 2018. belonging to il W|th_ the lowest Ieve_ll_zed transmission charges of ¥408.19 million on the
F12697, F12709, F12711, F12935, F12936, F13038, F13063, F8761, F8846, GL/ANPR/30. NANDA NAGAR-INDORE: F15332, F16338, F16376, on- u arl Mrs. Poonam Kumari expenses i basis of the competitive bidding carried out by REC Power Development
F19966, F19972, F19979, F19988, F19992, F20008, F20016, F20018, F20020, F20022, F20025, F20046, F20051, F20063, F20073, F20085, F20087, Bazaar Hajipur Near proprietor of M/s Shree date payments and Consultancy Limited in accordance with the Guidelines issued by
F20090, F20126, F20146, F20160, F20171, F20172, F20181, F20189, F20202, F20236, F20244, F20247, F20250, F20276, F20295, F20297, F20307, Punjab & Sindh Raghuveer Vastralava and the Central Government under Section 63 of the Act.
F20325, F20350, F20351, F20357, F20358, F20364, F20369, F20371, F20374, F20377, F20378, F20379, F20390, F20394, F20403, F20415, F20420, Bank Post-Hajipur, T gt Mart. Vid . ty Deed 3. The Central Transmission Utility of India Limited has recommended for
F20421, F20428, F20429, F20430, F20449, F20455, F20462, F20470, F20476, F20505, F20711, F20727, F20744, F20937. JAWAHAR MARG-IN- - > - ! en arg, vide register Dee grant of transmission licence to the applicant to establish the proposed
DORE: F10004, F10006, F10028, F10044, F10058, F10059, F10061, F10066, F10073, F10079, F10092, F10097, F10288, F10291, F8903, F9752, Dist.- Vaishali No. 6710, dated-09-09-15 Book fransmission svstem
F9874, FO877, F9886, F9893, F9939, FO940, F9954, F9970, F9974, FO979, F9991. MANGAL NAGAR — SUKHLIA: F379, F558, F571, F573, F575, Guarantors : 1. Sri |No.-01, Zild No.-114, Page No.- ansmission system. . i
F580, F586, F588, F595, F600, F606, F609, F615, F630, F632, F661, F673, F687, F700, F808, F823. ITARSI DISTRICT - CHOTA SARAFA ITARSI: Amit Kumar,S/o Sri 369 to 380, CD- 18, all that part 4. Basedon mate”al_ ava”a_b_le on record, the Commission has, vide F’rder
F6341, F7757, F7913, F7918, F7930, F7932, F7933, F7941, F7943, F7960, F7967, F7969, F7972, F7973, F7992, F8001, F8007, F8011, F8025, F8041, Madan G |’K | d | ! fth ! tv bei dated .2-5?-20?2 in Petition NQ- 171/TL/202?, .prOPOSGd to Issue
F8050, F8056, F8060, F8063, F8064, F8065, F8074, F8076, F8093, F8096, F8195. KHANDWA DISTRICT - KHANDWA-SHIVAJI CHOWK: F6976, a a!'\ opal Keyal, |and parcel of the property being transmission licence to the applicant for establishing the transmission
F7010, F7118, F7119, F7130, F7132, F7161. MANDSAUR DISTRICT - MANDSAUR: F425, F433, F434, F436, F440, F450, F451, F71. RAISEN DIS- 2. Sri Madan vacant land and building lying system as noted in para 1 above.
TRICT - RAISEN: F2339, F2561, F2681, F3417, F3495, F3641, F3646, F3883, F3922, F3953, F3956, F3967, F3999, F4022, F4042, F4043, F4090, Gopal Keyal, 3. Sri |[an d located at Mauza- 5. Acopy of the application, along with its annexures and enclosures, made
F4107, F4112, F4135, F4328. RATLAM DISTRICT - RATLAM: F1141, F13, F1393, F1621, F1624, F1637, F1740, F62. SEHORE DISTRICT - SEHORE: Ajay Kumar, S/0 Digghikala, Thana- Sadar by the applicant for grant of inter-State transmission licence to Rajgarh
F11112, F12121, F12122, F12125, F12127, F12129, F12131, F12135, F12141, F12152, F12154, F12155, F12160, F12163, F12169, F12172, F12178, Sri Madan Gopal Hajipur, District Vaishali, Transmission Limited before the Commission can be accessed at the
F12179, F12180, F12181, F12186, F12198, F12199, F12204, F12210, F12212, F12214, F12215, F12226, F12227, F12234, F12235, F12242, F12247, p ReViS] | Khat No.- 20 bsit i X ted b inthe G o
F12270, F12281, F12286, F12291, F12294, F12305, F12327, F12338, F12339, F12341, F12347, F12351, F12359, F12362, F12363, F12364, F12377, Keyal, 4. Sri evisiona ata 0. ’ WeDsite www.grrtl.com orinspected by any person in the L.ommission's
F12380, F12384, F12393, F12397, F12398, F12517, F12672, F12688, F9836, F9854, F9896. ASHTA: F2496, F2017, F3192, F3440, F3476, F3481, Manish Kumar, S/o Revisional Survey Plot No.- office by following the laid down procedure. )
F3511, F3559, F3688. UJJAIN DISTRICT - UJJAIN-VEDNAGAR: F2601, F2672, F2689, F2710, F2747, F2770, F3343, F3766, F3768, F3769, F3771, Sri Madan Gopal 4636,Thana No.-105, Halka No.- 6. Notice is hereby given in pursuance of clause (a) of sub-section (5) of
F3777, F3778, F3815, F3839, F3860, F3870, F3893, F3916, F3941, F3961, F3964, F3969, F4179. VIDISHA DISTRICT - VIDISHA-KHARI PHATAK P 08,Area- 2% decimal, Section 15 of the Act that suggestions or objections, if any, to the
ROAD: F11542, F12500, F12501, F12508, F12509, F12512, F12521, F12540, F12574, F12576, F12596, F12602, F12606, F12616, F12620, F12631, Keyal,All Guarantors Boundaries :N: 15 ft Private Road Commission's proposal to grant transmission licence to the applicant, as
F12632, F12644, F12677, F12683, F12686, F12703, F12705, F12707, F12709, F12714, F12726, F12735, F12739, F12746, F12750, F12751, F12757, are at H. No. 57, S: Kedar Si.ng.h & RSP 4635 E: aforesaid, be sent to the undersigned by 22.8.2022 at the above noted
F12773, F12777, F12786, F12793, F12794, F12806, F12808, F12810, F12816, F12912, F12922, F12964, F13119. : ? = : [y ; -
Auction will be conducted at respective branches. Please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be Dakbanglaw Road Other member of COOperathe, address. The suggestlons or ObjeCtIOnS received after the Speleled date
conducted on 26.08.2022 at 10.00 am at INDORE DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd, Ground Floor Sardar Bhawan 315, Jawahar Marg, Indore, Madhya Pradesh Anwarpur Chowk, W: Oth b fC ti shall not be considered.
_ _ _ _ ) : Other member of Cooperative o . .
- 452007. ITARSI DISTRICT: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd., First Floor, My-Cem Bulding, Chota Sarafa Chawal Line, Durga Chouk Itarsi, Hoshangabad - 461111. Hajipur, Dist.- > H f Stock & Good 7. The application shall be taken up for further hearing by the Commission
KHANDWA DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., First Floor Central Bank 4, Shivaji Chowk, East Nimar, Madhya Pradesh - 450001. MANDSAUR DISTRICT: - [t . FAypo or 5toc oods in due course. Any person who files suggestions or objections may in
Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., Ground Floor, No. 12-A /13-A, Mandsaur, Ground Floor, Madhya Pradesh - 458001. RAISEN DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., Ground Valshall, Pln' h /h d X d h h . f h h TA/DA h ” b d b
Floor, Raisen Sagar Road, Raisen, Madhya Pradesh - 464551. RATLAM DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., Ground Floor, Do Batti, Railway Station Road, 84410 1 Isiher |SPre't|On atten t e earlng’ orwhich no shall be pal y
Ratlam, Madhya Pradesh - 457001. SEHORE DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., Ground Floor, Englishpura, Sehore, Madhya Pradesh - 466001. UJJAIN the Commission.
DISTRICT: Muthoot FinCorp Ltd., Ground Floor, C/O Dr, A1, B-26/6, \Vied Nagar, Indore Road, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh - 456010. VIDISHA DISTRICT: Muthoot Place : Hajipur Authorised Ofﬁcer (Harpreet Slngh Pruthl)
FinCorp Ltd., Ground Floor, Rajesh Jain Plot No. 63, Khari Fatak Road, Vidisha, Madhya Pradesh - 464001.The bidders are requested to pro_duce Photo Id D t . 04 08 2022 B k of B d S t
card, Pan Card. The successful bidder should transfer the money through RTGS. Muthoot FinCorp Ltd. ate : re an aroda ecretary
e B e B e N New Delhi e B
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THE CITY

CORONAVIRUS
IN THE CAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN DELHITOTAL Total |Vacant | NOIDA
LAST 24 HOURS CASES HOSPITALBEDS 9,406 |9,033 Aug3 |Aug4
14,008 19,62,374 | icugens 2119 12,021 |cases [165 |200
i Death
PATIENTSINHOSPITAL: 405 ) Cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests eaths [0 0
ug3 | 2073 | 143 5 | 1815 GURGAON
OXYGEN SUPPORT 81 Aug4 2,202 1,660 4 18,596
VENTILATOR SUPPORT PR E e e e ’ Cases 361 |360
Total 6,175 19,29,874 | 26,325 | 3,95,66,593
*Total active cases in Delhi Deaths |0 0

—— BRIEFLY —

Snatchers
targeting
morning
walkers held

New Delhi: Three mem-
bers of the ‘Namaste Gang,
accused of allegedly greet-
ing people before snatch-
ing their gold jewellery
and phones, were arrested
after cross-firing, from
Shahdara on Thursday.
Police said the accused
wereinvolvedinaseries of
snatching incidents in
Shahdara where they al-
legedly targeted morning
walkers, especially the eld-
erly, at gunpoint. They are
also involved in robberies
and snatching cases in
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh.

HC asks cops of
stepstakento
ban Chinese

manjha

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Thursday asked
Delhi Police to inform it
about steps taken to stop
availability and sale of
Chinese synthetic manjha,
a string used in kites, in
market. The counsel rep-
resenting police sought
time to seek instructions.
The division bench of
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad
listed the petition seeking
aban on flying and sale of
kites and objects used in
its making, for hearingon
Friday.

NHAI hikes toll
feeat Sohna
elevated road

Gurgaon: The National
Highways Authority of
India has increased the
toll fees for commuters
using Sohna elevated
road. The new rates will
be applicable from
Thursday. As per new tar-
iffs, a car user at Ghamroj
toll plaza will now pay Rs
115 for a trip that earlier
cost Rs 45. Officials said
the rate has been revised
following the opening of
phase one of the project
on July 11. The authority
had opened phase two on
April 1.ENS

AT FEW CENTRES

CUET Phase 2: Many students
toretake exam after glltch

MOHANA SARKAR & SARA
SIDDIQUI
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

GARIMA SHREYA (17) was left
sorely disappointed on Thursday
when she found out she has to
reappear for the Common
University Entrance Test (CUET)
— for the fourth time now — ow-
ing to glitches. “I appeared for
Accounts, Business, English and
General Test. This was my third
attempt after server issues that
took place in July. Even today, |
couldn’t attempt the General
Test. Now [ will appear for the
exam a fourth time,” she said.

Like Garima, many students
were leftin the lurch after a tech-
nical glitch led to the cancella-
tion of exams at several test cen-
tres in Delhi and NCR on
Thursday morning

IshaJha, whowrote her test at
the centre at Delhi University and
came from Ghaziabad, said, “Tap-
peared for Physical Education,
Mass Media and Communication
and the General Test. I could finish
all my papers except for the
General test. Only that has got
postponed to a later date that is
yet to be declared. I will have to
come again to appear,” she said.

AT WORK

At the DU test centre. Express

Sakshi Adlakha (18), who
was scheduled to attempt the
CUET exam at a centre in Noida
Sector 62, said, “My subjects
were Mass Communication,
Political Science, English and
General Knowledge. My centre
cancelled the exam at the last
minute, on the spot, without any
prior notice. I was prepared.
They have now postponed the
exam to August 12. Only after [
getmy results will | be able to get
a clearer picture of the college
would study in. Alot is uncertain
right now.”

The NTA in a statement said,

“Due to various administrative
and technical reasons, the CUET
(UG) 2022 examination sched-
uled for August 4, 2022, (first
shift) has been postponed to
August 12,2022, for a few exam-
ination Centres...”

Some students also faced is-
sues completing their general
knowledge test and will now
have to sit for the exam again.

Meanwhile, applicants who
applied in the second shift, be-
tween 3 pmand 6 pm, also faced
a similar issue. Isha Jain from
Ashok Vihar said, “Iappeared for
English, Mass media and General

The national flag being made in bulk, ahead of Independence Day, at Sadar Bazaar. Abhinav Saha

Test. The papers were good and
from the syllabus. However, due
totechnical glitches in the server,
[ could not attempt the General
Test and it has now been
rescheduled.”

For many, the general test did
not appear on the screen. One
among them was Harsh
Choudhary. “Due to technical
problems, the General Test did
notappear on the screen. We sat
there for five hours and couldn’t
attempt the paper. Most people
couldn't write the test. We'll
have to give the entire paper
again at a later date,” he said.

The NTAin its statement said
that the question paper was up-
loaded late. “Because of techni-
cal reasons, the question paper
for the second shift of the exam-
ination could only be uploaded
at5pmand the download at 489
centres could start at 5.25 pm,
while the exam was scheduled
to begin from 3 pm. Reports
were asked from the
observers/city coordinators on
the ground. Based on their rec-
ommendations, the second shift
scheduled for August 4, 2022
(Shift 2) (from 3 pm to 6 pm) is
cancelled and the same will now
be conducted between 12 and 14
August.”

Expansion plan stalled after residents opposed it,
Okhla waste-to-energy plant looks to try again

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

A LITTLE more than three years
after the last attempt to take in
more waste and generate more
electricity at the waste-to-energy
(WTE) plant in Okhla fell flat
when faced with resistance from
residents in the area, the
Timarpur  Okhla  Waste
Management Company has once
again initiated the process to ob-
tain environment clearance for
expansion.

The expansion entails gener-
ation of 40 megawatts (MW) of

energy by taking in another 1,000
TPD (tonnes per day) of waste. An
MCD spokesperson said Okhla
WTE plant has the capacity to
process 1,950 TPD of waste and
generate 21 MW of electricity.
The company had written to the
Delhi  Pollution  Control
Committee earlier to provide au-
thorisation to conduct a public
hearing and proceed with obtain-
ing environment clearance. The
hearing s to be held next month.

The fresh attempt at expan-
sion was spurred by L-G V K
Saxena's visit to the plant. The
draftenvironment impact assess-
ment (EIA) report prepared for

INTACH KIiCKSTARTS WORK

Washed away and in poor shape work begins to restore ghats along Yamuna

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

THE INDIAN National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH) has kickstarted work
on the restoration of what may
be ghats from the period be-
tween 1857 and the 1940s on the
banks of the Yamuna near
Kashmere Gate.

Older ghatsdating back to the
Mughal period like the Qudsia
Ghat, built by Qudsia Begum, wife
of Mughal emperor Mohammad
Shabh, in the 18th Century, may
now be under what is now the
Ring Road, said Divay Gupta,
Principal Director, Architectural
Heritage division, INTACH. But the

river may have changed itscourse,
and when the river moved, the
ghats were relocated, he said.

The ones being restored now
are likely to date back to around
the mid-19th Century, Gupta
added. “There were some ghats
there, which we discovered under
the river sand in 2021. Those will
be repaired, restored or rebuilt.
We are also making a garden,
which will be a reconstruction of
what the garden would have
looked like, along the river... based
onwhat the old Qudsia Garden of
the Mughal period would have
looked like,” Gupta said.

Today, the Qudsia Bagh lies
across the road from the river,
with the road separating the gar-
den and the ghats.

expansion states that the L-G vis-
ited the plant on June 6, "there-
after; officials have taken steps for
pending expansion".

Residents donot wanta WTE
plant close to their homes. The
DPCC also imposed a fine of Rs 5
lakh on the Timarpur Okhla
Waste Management Company
last year for air pollution. S Khan,
president of Sukhdev Vihar
Residents Association, said:
"There is a case pending in the
Supreme Court in the matter of
the existing plant. We do not
want this expansion. Last time
they attempted to hold a public
hearing (2019), we protested

againstit."

Residents also want the exist-
ingplanttoberelocated. MABaig,
who moved to the area six
months ago, said, "My children
and wife are dealing with respi-
ratory issues. They have been on
medication for the last few
months."

When contacted, a represen-
tative of the company refused to
comment saying he was not au-
thorised to speak. The company
is part of the Jindal group. Asked
about the need for expansion, an
MCD spokesperson said: "MCD
as a whole is short of processing
capacity for daily generation of
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e o T DA L et
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around 11,000 TPD of MSW."

It was not only residents who
raised concerns. When the Union
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change amended
environment clearance for the
plant in 2020, it imposed addi-
tional conditions - "any further
expansion beyond 23 MW power
generation capacity shall not be
permitted at same site consider-
ing the proximity of Sukhdev
Vihar Residential Colony located
atless than 100 m from the site".
The draft EIA states that "expan-
sion project will be accommo-
dated in existing plant premises.
No additional land is required".

(Left) Work on the ghat began about a month ago; the proposed plan

NCPCR issues notice to chief
secy over Tricolour event:
‘Children got drenched in rain’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

THE NATIONAL Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) has written to Delhi
Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar
over videos of children purport-
edly getting wet in the rain dur-
inga preparation for a Delhi gov-
ernment event to make the
biggest Tricolour ahead of the
Independence Day.

NCPCR chairperson Priyank
Kanoongo said in the letter that
he had received two complaints
— one on Wednesday and an-
other on Thursday from Delhi
MP Manoj Tiwari — and has de-
manded an action taken report
within seven days.

To celebrate 75 years of
Independence, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
said that thousands of children
will congregate in the capital on
August 4 to make the “largest
Tricolour in the world”. Around
50,000 children from different
government schools were sup-
posed to participate and gather
ataground in Burari. While they
practiced at the ground on

Wednesday, a message was sent
to schools and teachers early
Thursday morning that the
event had been cancelled be-
cause of waterlogging and that
children should not be sent.

In the letter, Kanoongo said
Tiwari has attached videos of chil-
dren facing “undue harassment”.
The letter also alleged the pro-
gramme was cancelled without
information and kids were left to
get drenched in the rain, “which
may be a hazard for their health”.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said in a tweet
in Hindi: “On the occasion
of the 75th anniversary of
the country's independence,
Delhi’s children were going to
form the largest Tricolour today.
But due to flooding of Burari
Ground due to rainwater, this
programme is currently being
postponed. Yesterday, our chil-
dren also did a wonderful re-

Supertech demolition:
Dust a prime concern
for buildings in vicinity

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

AS THE date for Supertech twin
tower demolition in Noida
Sector 93A nears, Resident
Welfare Associations (RWAs) of
buildings in the vicinity of the
site have raised concerns over
the impact of the blast on their
homes.

The Supreme Court, on
August 31 last year, had ordered
the demolition of the twin tow-
ers within three months for vio-
lating regulations on the dis-
tance between buildings. Edifice
Engineering has partnered with
South  Africa-based Jet
Demolition to prepare the blast
plan and execute the explosion.
On May 17, the apex court had
fixed the demolition for August
21, with a cushion period that
ends on August 28 — the last
date for completion of the dem-
olition process keeping in mind
the extension order.

The RWA of ATS Village in
Sector 93A, in the vicinity of the
demolition site, has taken up
certain concerns with the Noida
Authority regarding the impact
of the demolition, it said.

One of them is the dust that
will arise due to the demolition
and the manner in which it will
settle. "There is housekeeping
staff which looks after the up-
keep and sanitation needs of the
building, however, we are not
aware how much dust will arise
due to the demolition and are
unaware of how to clean it. We
require manpower to help with
the process," the RWA said.

It also raised concerns re-
garding the impact of the demo-
lition on the green area and its
management post the demoli-
tion, they said. There are over
700 flats in ATS village which are
occupied at present.

According to sources, Edifice

INTACH

The project to restore Qudsia
Ghat is part of the Delhi
Development Authority’s 10-
part project to “restore and re-

juvenate” the Yamuna flood-
plains. The project, which entails
walkways, cycle tracks and gar-
dens along the 22-km stretch of

the river, has run into opposition
in some places where makeshift
homes and farmlands are being
cleared to make way for gar-

dens, wetlands and pathways.
Work on the ghat began a

monthago but hasbeen challeng-

ing with fluctuating water levels

New Delhi

The twin towers in Noida
Sector 93A. Abhinav Saha

Engineering had submitted all
the required documents to
Central Building Research
Institute (CBRI) on Thursday.

OnJuly 29,in a miscellaneous
petition filed by Supertech Ltd.
before the Supreme Court, the
CBRI had submitted that it had
sought relevant information in-
cluding information on blast de-
sign, ground vibration, dust
cloud among other details.

The apex court in its order
had permitted the CBRI to ad-
dress a "comprehensive com-
munication on or before August
1,2022, to NOIDA, with copies
to Edifice Engineering and IRP of
Supertech, specifically setting
out information which is re-
quired by CBRI". The informa-
tion is to be collated and sup-
plied to CBRI on or before
August 5.

The apex court had further
directed Noida Authority to
convene a meeting of represen-
tatives of CBRI, Edifice
Engineering and the IRP of
Supertech on August 6, to dis-
cuss the matter. The matter is
listed on August 12 and Noida
Authority is to file a status re-
port in the meantime.

Revamp

efforts
°

QUDSIA GHAT restoration
is part of the DDA’s proj-
ect to “restore and rejuve-
nate” the floodplains.
Permanent structures are
not allowed to be built on
the floodplains, as per
an NGT order. Principal
Director, Architectural
Heritage division, INTACH,
Divay Gupta said no con-
crete will be used and the
ghats are only being re-
stored or strengthened
using piling techniques.

EXPLAINED

hearsal forit.”
Delhi MP Tiwari said large-scale adver-
Tiwari filed tisements for the event were is-
acomplaint  sued but no proper arrange-
with the ments were made to protect the
NCPCR children from the rain. “CM

Kejriwal, to gain popularity, is
putting children’s lives at risk...it
isaplanned conspiracy in which
the Delhi government education
department also assisted them,”
he alleged.

An aide of Tiwari also said
students of state-run schools
were practising in a ground in
Burari to form a human flag.

While the Delhi government
spokesperson refused to com-
ment, a senior official said that
the complaint was “frivolous”.

“Each year, children go to the
Red Fort for Independence Day
celebrations. Many times, it rains
while they are there. As soon as
officials realised that the event
could not happen at the venue,
messages were sent out to
schools. Itis completely wrong to
say that schools were not in-
formed and that children were
abandoned. The BJP has a prob-
lem with an event where chil-
dren will make the biggest
Tricolour,” the official said.

Tihar doctor
‘caught’
smuggling
drugs into
prison, held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

A JUNIOR resident doctor at
Tihar Jail was arrested for al-
legedly smuggling drugs into
the prison, said police Thursday.
The accused, a dentist, works
with the Central Jail on a con-
tract.

Dr Varun Goel was caught
Wednesday by the jail security
staff.It has been alleged that he
hid the drugs in his shoes but
was frisked and caught, police
said.

Ghanshyam Bansal, DCP
(West), said his staff received in-
formation from Tihar jail about
the recovery of 82 gm ganja and
some tobacco.

“The dentist had come to
visit an inmate, Vikas Jha, and
was caught by officials while he
was handing over the drugs to
Vikas. A total of 38 gm ganja
was recovered from Varun and
44 gm from Vikas,” said the DCP.

The doctor was arrested

under sections of the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic ~ Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985.

Tihar DG Sandeep Goel said
the doctor has only been work-
ing with the jail for a few
months.

“Though he had passed the
security check, his behaviour
was suspicious. He had visited a
group of inmates but was found
sitting with one. When we
asked him about this, he did not
give a reasonable answer. He
was frisked by the staff and they
found the drugs. The inmate
was also caught. We suspect
that this has happened before
for money, and are conducting
an enquiry,” said a jail official.

intheriver with the arrival of rains.
Pathways are being laid outand a
parkingareais being created. “The
planting pattern will conform to
that from the Mughal period.
Along the river, there will be
grasses, and flowering plants and
trees like champa and kachnar be-
yond the floodline,” Gupta said.

There may have been around
12-13 ghats along the stretch,
Gupta said. “In some parts,
they've been washed away. Some
are in bad condition. We will now
be making a consolidated stretch
of around 1 km,” he added.

The DDA is funding the proj-
ect, which is set to cost around
Rs 19 crore for Qudsia Ghat. It is
expected to take around six
months to complete it.
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BSPMP DANISH ALI TOOK EXCEPTION
TOAREPLY GIVENBY THE
GOVERNMENT ON THE POWER
SITUATIONINTHE COUNTRY. HE
SPEAKS TOLIZ MATHEW.

What was your contention with
the reply given by the minister on
the power crisis in the country?
The reply is totally different from
the ground situation. It says there is
no power crisis in the country, but
thatis not the situation. If there is
no shortage, why were there
meeting after meeting between
ministers to address the crisis.
There were meetings between
power and coal ministers.

Is the reply misleading?

As usual, the ministers always try
to hide the truth and the actual
situation from Parliament. It seems
it has become the policy of the
government to mislead the House.

What, according to you, is the
reason for the crisis?

[ think the government does not
have the right policy in place.
Though the Power Minister is
efficient, it seems the government
is not able to manage the situation.
But it is an artificial crisis
intentionally created for the benefit
of some corporate houses who have
interests in importing coal.

What about the situation in Uttar
Pradesh?

Officers in Uttar Pradesh were telling
people’s representatives that the
situation is bad across the country
and the state was not receiving the
required power supply from the grid.
In May-June, the crisis was at its
peak, and there was a roaster of
urban and rural areas to specify the
number of hours and the area in
which power supply would be
available. District-level authorities
had even formed WhatsApp groups
toupdate people’s representative
about the power supply so that they
could inform the public.

Recently, the Opposition has
raised many complaints against
the way Treasury benches reply
to questions...

Often, ministers are trying to hide
facts. It seems as if ministers are not
interested in keeping the House
informed about the real situation.
They try to whitewash it with some
words of praise for the Prime
Minister. Most of the time, the
Treasury benches prefer to address
the gallery instead of the
Opposition benches.

STRATEGY SESSION ON THE GO

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and K C Venugopal with party MPs at Parliament on Thursday. Praveen Khanna

Amid Opp protests, RS
passes family courts Bill

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

RAJYA SABHA on Thursday passed The
Family Courts (Amendment) Bill, which
seeks to extend statutory cover to family
courts set up in Himachal Pradesh, Nagaland.
The Bill was passed amidst protests and slo-
ganeering by the Opposition over alleged
misuse of central agencies.

As the Bill was being introduced by Union
Minister for Law and Justice Kiren Rijiju,
Congress MP Jairam Ramesh tried to raise a
point of order but it was denied by Deputy
Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh, who
said a point of order can be raised only “in re-
lation to the business of the House at the mo-
ment”.

A point of order is essentially an objec-
tion that the proceeding is in violation of a
rule of the House.

TMC MP Derek O Brien said that subject
to the Constitution and rules of Parliament,
every member has the freedom of expres-
sion. Inresponse, Union Minister Bhupendra
Yadav said, “The members have freedom of
speech. The Constitution does not give free-
dom of 'hungama'.”

Discussing the Bill, BJP MP Saroj Yadav
said that western concepts were slowly en-
croaching on Indian values, especially in fam-
ily-related issues.

“We need more family courts to ensure
that matrimonial cases are addressed faster.
We need to protect Indian culture. One of the
Western concepts that we often hear about
is same-sex marriage. This is against Indian
culture,” she said.

b

Law Minister Rijiju said there are cur-
rently 715 family courts in 26 states and
Union Territories across the country, includ-
ing in Himachal Pradesh and Nagaland, the
two states where the Bill seeks to extend le-
gal backing to courts already existing.

“If we did not bring a legislation to extend
statutory powers to three family courts in
Himachal Pradesh and two family courts in
Nagaland, thousands of pending cases would
be affected,” the minister said.

According to the non-profit PRS, the es-
tablishment of family courts in the two states
will be retrospectively valid and all actions
taken under the Act, including the appoint-
ment of judges, and orders and judgments
passed by the courts, will also be deemed to
be valid from these dates retrospectively.

The minister said he has also appealed to
district judges of the country to ensure that
matrimonial disputes are decided swiftly. “In
India, a marriage is not just about individu-
als but about communities. There should be
a family court in every district in the coun-
try,” he said.

130 ‘hate news’ cases
reported between
2019 LS election, this
yr’s Assembly polls:
Govt in Rajya Sabha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

ATOTAL of 130 cases of “hate news” were re-
ported to social media platforms between
the 2019 Lok Sabha election and the latest
round of Assembly polls in five states held
earlier this year, the government informed
Parliament on Thursday.

In a written reply to a question in Rajya
Sabha, Law Minister Kiren Rijiju also said that
according to the Election Commission, no
complaints were received from the political
parties regarding data leaks during elections
in the last five years.

“Total number of ‘hate news’ cases re-
ported to social media platforms (since Lok
Sabha elections 2019)is 130...,” he said.

During the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, 58 such
cases were reported. During the Maharashtra
and Haryana Assembly elections in 2019,
only one such case was reported, Rijiju said.

During the 2019 Jharkhand Assembly
polls and the 2020 Bihar election, no com-
plaint was received. In the 2020 Delhi
Assembly polls, 34 such cases were reported.

In the Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Puducherry Assembly polls last
year, 29 cases of “hate news” were reported,
the minister said.

The number of such cases was eight dur-
ing the latest round of Assembly polls in Goa,
Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh held earlier this year, he added.

In Delhi meet, Mamata, Abhishek spell out House strategy

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

SOON AFTER arriving in Delhi Thursday,
West Bengal Chief Minister and Trinamool
Congress (TMC) chief Mamata Banerjee met
the party’s Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha MPs in
agathering that reinforced the growing clout
of her nephew and party national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee.

The Chief Minister spent around an hour
in the meeting, which took place at the offi-
cial residence of Trinamool Rajya Sabha
deputy floor leader Sukhendu Shekar Roy.
Abhishek is learnt to have spelt out the strat-
egy that Trinamool MPs are expected to
adopt over the remaining part of the
Monsoon Session.

Most MPs stayed back till Abhishek left
the venue. Both Banerjee and Abhishek left
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without speaking to the press. TMC Lok Sabha
floor leader Sudip Bandyopadhyay told re-
porters: “During the Parliament sessions, she
gives us the guidelines which we follow and
this time was no exception. We will continue
to raise pro-people issues,” he said.

The TMC chief’s visit to the national cap-

ital comes at a time the BJP is aggressively
targeting the party over the alleged teacher
recruitment scam in which former West
Bengal cabinet minister and suspended
Trinamool leader Partha Chatterjee is in the
custody of the Enforcement Directorate (ED).

Itisagainst this backdrop that Banerjee will

meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday.
She will also visit Rashtrapati Bhavan to pay
President Droupadi Murmu a visit, a TMC
leader said.

The Trinamool leadership, however, main-
tained that Banerjee’s meeting with the PM
will be “on administrative issues such as pend-
ing dues of GST, MGNREGA and other central
assistance schemes”. Party sources said both
Banerjee and Abhishek categorically told the
MPs to “not get intimidated by the central BJP”.

“The message was clear: to aggressively
raise pro-people issues in the House. That also
includes protesting against the blatant attempts
totopple Opposition-led governmentsin many
states including Jharkhand,” the source said.

The TMCleadership believes the Congress
should acknowledge that the West Bengal
Police has managed to thwart a possible bid
to topple the JMM-led Jharkhand govern-
ment in which the Congress is a partner

Minister briefed me on intentions behind
data protection Bill withdrawal: Tharoor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

A DAY after the government withdrew the
Personal Data Protection Bill from
Parliament, IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Thursday met chairperson of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Communications and Information
Technology Shashi Tharoor and briefed him
about the government's future course of ac-
tion on the Bill.

The government is now planning to come
up witha “comprehensive legal framework”
for regulating online space, including sepa-
rate legislation on data privacy, the overall
Internet ecosystem, cybersecurity, telecom
regulations, and harnessing non-personal
data for boosting innovation in the country.

I ]
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:% | chairperson of the
‘a"'ﬁ — < Parliamentary Standing
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'j - Communications and
| Information Technology,
: ,_j;f'; “ - with ITMinister
R = Ashwini Vaishnaw.

It is planning to introduce a fresh Bill in
the winter session of Parliament.

Tharoor said Vaishnaw briefed him re-
garding the intentions behind the decision
to withdraw the Bill from Lok Sabha.
Vaishnaw also engaged with him on the
“principles that will animate a future Bill”.

“I welcome the initiative of Minister

Twitter/@ShashiTharoor

Ashwini Vaishnaw to brief me on the in-
tentions behind GOI's decision to withdraw
the Data Protection Bill, and to engage with
me on the principles that will animate a fu-
ture Bill, which is promised for the winter
session of Parliament,” Tharoor tweeted,
along with pictures of his meeting with
Vaishnaw.

NO BUSINESS, HOUSE ADJOURNED

3 days after Speaker
warning to Opp,
placards backin LS

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

THE LOK Sabha faced abrupt adjournments
without transacting any major business
again on Thursday, with the Opposition
trooping into the Well of the House to
protest a range of issues, including alleged
misuse of the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
by the government.

Three days after Speaker Om Birla had
warned against bringing placards into the
House while withdrawing the suspension of
four Congress MPs, members of the main op-
position party on Thursday raised placards
with slogans against price rise, leading to an
immediate adjournment of proceedings
during Question Hour.

Later, when the House met at 2 pm, the
Opposition continued protests, forcing the
presiding officer to adjourn proceedings for
the day. The government had listed the
Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill,
2022, introduced on Wednesday, for consid-
eration and passing on Thursday.

When the House met in the morning,
members from the Congress, DMK, NCP and
the Left parties stormed into the Well of the
House after Birla refused to allow Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury to raise an
“important issue”. Sources said Chowdhury
wanted to raise the issue of ED raids in con-
nection with the National Herald case — on
Wednesday, the ED temporarily sealed the
office of Young Indian (YI), housed in the
premises of Congress-owned newspaper
'National Herald' as part of an ongoing
money laundering probe.

The Speaker asked Opposition IMPs to re-
turn to their seats and said Chowdhury can
be allowed to speak during Zero Hour. But
the Opposition insisted that he be allowed
to speak before that.

The Speaker, however, took up Question
Hour. Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP)
member N K Premachandran, who was
scheduled to raise the first question, was
called but he said the leader of the main op-
position party wanted to raise an issue and
he should be allowed. “The House is not in
order,” he said.

Birla then called BJP's Nishikant Dubey to
ask his question. Opposition MPs started
shouting slogans but the Speaker let
Question Hour run.

Although the MPs, including senior
Congress and DMK leaders, went into the

W=
b | ;"-%’s g

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla adjourned
the House till 2 pm immediately as
placards surfaced. P11

Well, Birla did not adjourn proceedings.

At 11.30 am, Chowdhury was seen talk-
ing to party colleagues Manickam Tagore and
Jothimani S. The two stepped out of the
House and returned with placards.
Chowdhury was the first leader to pick a
placard and raise it. The Speaker immedi-
ately adjourned the proceedings until 2 pm.

The placards carried the slogans, 'Save
Constitution, Save Democracy' and 'GST
hurting common people'.

At 2 pm, papers were laid on the table and
two resolutions adopted amid slogan-shout-
ing and protests by Congress MPs. Amid the
din, Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary moved two statutory resolutions
pertaining to change in taxation made on
May 21 and June 30.

On May 21, the government had an-
nounced waiving of customs duty on import
of some raw material, including coking coal
and ferronickel, used by the steel industry.
Also, duty on export of iron ore was hiked by
up to 50 per cent and 15 per cent for a few
steel intermediaries.

OnJune 30, the Centre imposed a cess or
windfall tax of Rs 23,250 per tonne on crude
oil production and a special additional excise
duty of Rs 6,Rs 13,and Rs 6 per litre on export
of petrol, diesel, and ATF, respectively, to im-
prove domestic supply of fuel.

These resolutions, which seek to amend
the eighth schedule to the Finance Act 2002,
were passed by voice vote.

As slogan-shouting continued, Kirit
Solanki, who was in the Chair, first requested
the protesting members to return to their seats
and allow the House to function and subse-
quently adjourned the proceedings for the day.

SHARP DECLINE IN MEDICAL TOURISM NUMBERS

NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS
COMING FOR TREATMENT

6,97,453

6,40,798

3,03,526
1,82,945

2018

2019 2020 2021

Tor 10 COUNTRIES FROM WHERE TOURISTS
CoME To Inp1A FOR MEDICAL REASONS

B Number of foreign tourists

who came to India for medical
purposes went down sharply

amid the pandemic in 2020, when
compared to the previous year

M Tourism Minister G Kishan Reddy,
inresponse to a question in RS by B]D
MPs Prashanta Nanda and Niranjan
Bishi, shared data on the issue
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“To promote medical tourism in the country, the Government of India
is extending e-medical visa facility to nationals of 156 countries”
G KISHAN REDDY, TOURISM MINISTER

Day after Rahul’s jibe over Tricolour,
RSS hits back, says rise above politics

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

ADAY after Rahul Gandhi and other Congress
leaders launched an attack on the RSS for not
hoisting the Tricolour for 52 years after
Independence, the RSS on Thursday said
people should rise above politics and focus
on celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
“Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav is a national
festival and the entire country has to cele-
brate it together. On July 9, the RSS had an-
nounced its support to all programmes being
organised by the Government of India, state
governments or other organisations. The RSS
has called upon all its workers to enthusias-
tically participate in all such programmes.
There should be no politics over Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav. All should rise above poli-

There should be no politics over
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, RSS’s
Sunil Ambekar said

tics and focus on celebrating the festival,” RSS
publicity in-charge Sunil Ambekar said.

After Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
BJP leaders changed their profile picture on
social media platforms to the Tricolour, Rahul
on Wednesday targeted the RSS, saying it had
not hoisted the national flag atits headquar-
ters for 52 years after Independence.

“The history is witness that those who are
running the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign have
come from that anti-national organisation
which did not unfurl the Tricolour for 52
years. Since the freedom struggle, they have

New Delhi

not been able to stop the Congress and will
not be able to do so now,” he tweeted.

Congress chief spokesperson Jairam
Ramesh posted screenshots of Twitter han-
dles of the RSS and its chief Mohan Bhagwat
and tweeted: “We have put the picture of our
leader Nehru holding the national flag as our
DP.Butitappears the PM’ s message has not
reached his family. Will those who did not
unfurl the Tricolor on their Nagpur head-
quarters for 52 years listen to the PM?”

Rahul’s attack came on a day BJP leaders
and ministers questioned the absence of
Opposition MPs at a Tiranga bike rally from
Red Fort to Parliament organised by the
Culture Ministry.

Rahul and senior Congress leaders too
changed their social media display pictures
to an image of India’s first PM Jawaharlal
Nehru holding the national flag.
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GOVT &8 POLITICS

Congress MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury greets
Margaret Alva at a dinner hosted by party leader
Mallikarjun Kharge in New Delhi on Thursday. Express

BETTER LATE

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE, the Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha, on Thursday hosted a dinner for Opposition's vice-pres-
ident candidate Margaret Alva and leaders and MPs from oppo-
sition parties. For a moment, everyone thought the host will
not be able to make it in time as he was at Herald House. It was
in Kharge's presence that the Enforcement Directorate con-
ducted asearch operation at the office of Young Indian. The vet-
eran Congress leader managed to reach over an hour late as
senior leaders, including Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, Sharad
Pawar and Tiruchi Siva, waited. The 80-year-old Kharge was at
the Young Indian office with ED officials for close to eight hours.

THE EFFECT

DMKLEADERS' complaint that senior Congress leaders refused
to come to the well of the House or shout slogans to join the
protests appears to have had an effect. On Thursday, in the Lok
Sabha, leaders like Shashi Tharoor, Manish Tewari and Karti P
Chidambaram left their seats as soon as the Congress began the
protests. Tewari even joined in sloganeering. In the Rajya Sabha,
Jairam Ramesh, joined in slogan shouting, a rarity. On
Wednesday, Dayanidhi Maran was heard asking Congress IVIPs
whether thereis a “VIP section” in the party who do not have to
come to the well of the House, which had prompted Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi leave her seat to protest for a short while.

SPEED BREAKERS

NOT EVERYONE appeared to be happy at how the Tiranga Yatra
—organised by the Culture Ministry Wednesday —turned out.
While BJP MP Manoj Tiwari was upset with the Rs 41,000 fine
imposed on him for riding a bike without a helmet, licence and
pollution and registration certificate, some the other MPs did
notappreciate the “attention” Tiwari received. Their contention
was that “actors and stars” always steal the show. According to
them, it was not just Tiwari who came under fire from police.
Another BJP MP, Jayant Sinha, who rode an electric bike with a
helmet to spread the “green message”, was also frequently
stopped by traffic police because they “could not understand
the concept of running an electric bike without a licence”.

Rajasthan: Beneficiaries
told to create ‘dummy’
social media accounts;
govt suspends official

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, AUGUST 4

A LETTER allegedly issued by an
official of the Directorate of
Economics and Statistics,
Rajasthan, asking the beneficiar-
ies of a government internship
programme to create “dummy ac-
counts” on Twitter and Facebook,
triggered a controversy on
Thursday after it was widely cir-
culated on social media.

While the opposition BJP tar-
geted the Ashok Gehlot-led
Congress government, the state
suspended the official in whose
name the letter was issued and
also asked the Sawai Madhopur
distrct police toregister an FIR over
the matter.

“All the Yuva Mitras should
have a Twitter account of their
name. Along with this, the Yuva
Mitra should make 10 dummy ac-
counts and in these accounts the
name Yuva Mitra should not be
mentioned anywhere. Ten
dummy accounts can be made
with one mobile number. (They)

will have to doretweets and quote
tweets fromall the accounts,” says
the letter dated Wednesday and
issued by Satish Kumar Sahariya,
Additional Director, Directorate of
Economics and Statistics.

The letter says these orders
were given by the Directorate and
Joint Secretary, Department of
Economics and Statistics, on
August 2 and is addressed to all
block statistical officers in Sawai
Madhopur district. The instruc-
tionsin the letter are for those se-
lected for the Rajiv Gandhi Yuva
Mitra Internship.

Om Prakash Bairwa, Director-
cum-Joint Secretary, Directorate
of Economics and Statistics — the
person whom the letter claims to
haveissued the order —denied he
had issued any such order.

“Ihave notissued any such let-
ter. When I spoke with Sahariya,
he also said that he hasn't issued
any such letter. However, we have
suspended him. I have written to
the Sawai Madhopur SPtostartan
investigation into the matter so
thatthe truthis revealed,” Bairwa
told The Indian Express.

AMID CHINA-US TENSION

Jaishankar meets Blinken,
discusses Lanka, ASEAN

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar met US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken in
Cambodia’s capital Phnom Penh
on Thursday.

In his opening remarks at the
meeting, which took place on
the margins of an ASEAN Foreign
Ministers’ meeting, Blinken re-
ferred to concerns over “chal-
lenges” in Sri Lanka, Myanmar,
and the Indo-Pacific situation.

“Awarm conversation to start
meetings on the sidelines of
ASEAN Ministerial in Phnom
Penh. Discussed ever strengthen-
ingIndia-USrelationship and the
global situation with US Secretary
of State...” Jaishankar tweeted.

Blinken said the US and India
are strong proponents of
“ASEAN centrality” in the Indo-
Pacific, according to the US State
Department. “We have a shared
vision together for a free and
open Indo-Pacific that we work
on in so many different ways
every single day,” Blinken said.

“And of course, we have some
immediate challenges that we're
both concerned with, to include
the situation in Sri Lanka, Burma,
and anumber of other hot spots,”
he said. “Sollook forward toonce
again being able to go through a
number of these issues with my
friend, and then we’ll both head
over to our meetings.”

US State Department
spokesperson Ned Price said

Foreign Minister S Jaishankar with US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday. AP

Jaishankar and Blinken “ex-
changed views on global and re-
gional issues, including Russia’s
brutal aggression against Ukraine
and the implications it has had on
food insecurity around the world”.
India has so far sought to
maintainadiplomatic balance be-
tweenRussiaand the US-led West
on Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Price said, “They discussed Sri
Lanka’s economic crisis and em-
phasized that both nations stand
with the people of Sri Lanka and
support their aspirations for a re-
turn to economic and political
stability through democraticand
constitutional processes.”
Jaishankar also met Lankan
Foreign Minister Ali Sabry.
Jaishankar, who attended the
India-ASEAN ministerial meet-
ing, said India and the 10-nation
grouping have "strong conver-
gence" on Indo-Pacific, combat-

KARNATAKA POLLS NEXT YEAR

Shah meets CM, leaders; discusses situation

in coastal dist riven b

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, AUGUST 4

IN WHAT is being seen as the
first stages of strategising ahead
of Assembly polls in Karnataka
next year, and to take stock of the
sharp communal divide in
coastal Karnataka, which saw
three murders between July 20
and 28, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday held a
series of meetings with party
leaders in Bengaluru.

Shah was here to attend an
event — Sankalp ke Siddhi — or-

E

Home Minister Amit Shah
and CM Basavaraj Bommai in
Bengaluru on Thursday. P11

Meeting at
@ key moment

EXPLAINED

AT Atime China’s response
to US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan visit
is being keenly watched,
Jaishankar’s meeting with
Blinken and other ASEAN
foreign ministers holds
significance. India has so
far watched the develop-
ment and not commented.
What Beijing does and
says will be carefully mon-
itored in Delhi.

ing the threat of terrorism, and
the developments in Ukraine and
Myanmar.  FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

ganised by the Culture Ministry
and the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) to celebrate 75
years of Independence. The visit
came at a time the BJP govern-
ment in the state is on the back-
foot, given a show of anger
against the government and
party leaders by Sangh Parivar
workers in the wake of the mur-
der of a BJYM worker in
Dakshina Kannada late last
month, as well as allegations of
corruption in the government.
Shah, sources said, was ap-
prised about the situation in
coastal Karnataka and the

Bishnoi joins B]JP with praise for
icket for son

PM, and awish: T

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 4

FORMER HARYANA MLA
Kuldeep Bishnoi Thursday
joined the BJP, a day after he re-
signed from the Vidhan Sabha
and nearly two months after he
was expelled by the Congress
from all party positions for vot-
ing for saffron party-backed can-
didate in the Rajya Sabha polls.

Bishnoi, a four-time MLA and
two-term MP, joined the BJP
along with wife Renuka Bishnoi,
a two-term former MLA, in the
presence of senior leaders, in-
cluding Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar at party
headquarters in New Delhi.

On the occasion, Bishnoi
termed PM Narendra Modi the
“best prime minister ever” who
“always puts nation first.

Kuldeep Bishnoi with
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
and Manohar Lal Khattar in
New Delhi. Anil Sharma

Bishnoi, who had been rep-
resenting Adampur in Hisar as
MLA, on Wednesday resigned

cated that his son Bhavya
Bishnoi may contest the bypoll,
to be held within six months, as
aBJP nominee.

“I have joined BJP without
any condition. I only wanted love
and respect for me and my sup-
porters. Adampur is my family. I
would want that my son Bhavya
contests the bypoll from
Adampur. Otherwise, evenif the
party decides to nominate any-
body else, I will welcome that,”
Bishnoi said.

Bishnoi's decision to not vote
for Congress's Ajay Makenin the
Rajya Sabha polls in June led to
his defeat by a narrow margin to
independent candidate
Kartikeya Sharma, who was

PATRA CHAWL CASE

FoundnewRs 2.25 crirail
linked to Raut: ED to court

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, AUGUST 4

AFTER QUESTIONING Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut in custody for
four days, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Thursday
claimed that a fresh trail of pro-
ceeds of crime of Rs 2.25 crore
was revealed to be linked to the
redevelopment of a chawl proj-
ect in a northern suburb of
Mumbai. The ED had last week
said that Raut and his family
were direct beneficiaries of Rs
1.06 crore linked to the case.

The additional amount al-
legedly revealed in the last four
days includes Rs 1.17 crore paid
in cash transactions to land own-
ers from whom Raut bought the
land in Alibag. The remaining Rs
1.08 crore was found to have
been received in the bank ac-
counts of Raut's wife, Varsha, the
ED claimed. Varsha has been
summoned by the ED.

The court noted that there
has been “remarkable progress”
in the case and sent Raut to cus-
tody of the ED till Monday. The
agency had sought the leader's
custody for eight more days.

The ED had arrested Raut
post midnight on Monday. On
Thursday, it claimed that a fresh
trail of proceeds of crime has
been revealed.

"In the past four days, several
documents were recovered. While

y communal tension

progress of investigation follow-
ing three murders in the region
between July 20 and 28.

Although BJPdid not officially
comment on the nature of the
multiple meetings Shah had with
party leaders, sources indicated
that they were meant to draw up
strategies for nextyear's elections.

Among top leaders Shah met
are Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, his predecessor B S
Yediyurappa, state Home
Minister Araga Jnanendra, state
BJP chief Nalin Kumar Kateel,
and party's national general sec-
retary CT Ravi.

Gyanvapi case:
After lawyer death,
mosque side gets
time to prepare

Lucknow: The Varanasi district
court Thursday accepted an ap-
plication of the Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid management
committee seking time to pre-
pare for the Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex dispute case.
The pleawas filed in the wake
of the death of Abhay Nath Yadav,
the lawyer who earlier led the ar-
gument in the case on behalf of
the mosque management com-
mittee. Yadavdied onJuly 31.The
committee’s lawyers said the case
file was in Yadav’s chamber and
was unavailable to them so far.
District judge Ajaya Krishna
Vishvesha, who accepted the ap-
plication, listed the case for the

Sanjay Raut at ED office in Mumbai, Thursday. Amit Chakravarty

investigating those, it was found
that certainamounts were paid by
unrelated persons in the bank ac-
counts of the accused's wife
(Varsha Raut). The entire amount
deposited in that particular period
is Rs 1.08 crore. There is no expla-
nation given on why these huge
amounts were deposited in her
bank accounts,” Special Public
Prosecutors Hiten Venegavkar and
Kavita Patil submitted.

The ED case relates to Patra
Chawl, whereitis claimed thatin-
stead of providing houses for dis-
placedresidents, directors of HDIL
and others cheated them. It is al-
leged that the total amount of Rs
1,039.70 crore was received in the
accounts of HDILand Guru Ashish
Constructions, of which Rs 112
crore was received by Pravin Raut.

KEPTINAROOM WITH
NOVENTILATION: RAUT

Mumbai: Sanjay Raut was
asked by the court if he had
any complaints of ill treat-
ment against ED officers.
The MP told the court that
after interrogation, he was
kept in a room with no ven-
tilation. Raut said he has
heart ailments and experi-
enced discomfort. The ED
told the court that its entire
building had AC, including
the room Raut was kept in.
Raut said he could not see
the AC. The court directed
ED to arrange a room with
natural ventilation. ENS

Five jihadi’ modules
busted in Assam
since March... issue

IS serious:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, AUGUST 4

THE ASSAM Police has busted
five “jihadi” modules with links
to Al Qaeda-affiliated terror out-
fits in Bangladesh since March,
Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said Thursday.

“Five modules [busted] in five
months... so the issue is seri-
ous,” Sarma said, addressing a
press conference in Guwahati on
Thursday.

Since March, Assam Police,
aided by Intel inputs from
Central agencies, have been car-
rying out operations in lower
districts of Barpeta and
Bongaigaon. These operations
have revealed that six
Bangladeshi nationals entered
the stateillegally to “indoctrinate
youths”, and one of them —
Mohammed Suman — was ar-
rested from Barpeta in March,
said Sarma.

These individuals have al-
leged links to the Ansarullah
Bangla Team (ABT), a banned
terror outfit of Bangladesh with
links to Al Qaeda in Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS). According
to Sarma, they had been operat-

Himanta

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma in
Guwahati on Thursday. P

ing several training camps dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic.

Sarma said Suman had been
living in the “guise of an Arabic
teacher in a madrasa, and also
worked as animam”. Another in-
dividual, named Mufti Mustafa,
was arrested from Moirabari in
Morigaon district on July 28.
Sarma said he ran a madrasa,
where children were indoctri-
nated in “jihadi” ideology.

On Thursday, Mustafa’s
madrasa in Moirabari was de-
molished by bulldozers because
it was constructed “without per-
mission”, Sarma said.

Sarma said the “hub of activ-
ities of all the [terror] modules”
were turning out to be madrasas.

from Vidhan Sabha, necessitat-  backed by the BJP. next hearing on August 18. ENS
ingaby-
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EX-SERVICEMEN CONTRIBUTORY HEALTH SCHEME (ECHS)

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

1. ECHS invites applications to engage following appointments on contractual basis at ECHS
Polyclinic Dehradun and Vikasnagar:-

Whereas,

Ser | Post No of Vac| Polyclinics/Regional Gentre ECHS Dehradun| Interview Date
(@) | Medical Specialist 01 Dehradun-01
(b) | Officer-in-Charge 01 Dehradun-01
(c) | Med Officer 01 Dehradun-01 SreS
said notice.
(d) | Laboratory Assistant 01 Dehradun-01
(e) | Nursing Assistant 01 Dehradun-01 17 Sep 2022
(f) | Pharmacist 02 Dehradun-01 & Vikasnagar -01 (Saturday)
(g) | Dental A/T/H 01 Vikasnagar -01
(h) | Driver 01 Dehradun-01
(i) | Safaiwala 01 Vikasnagar -01
Total 10

2. For Terms & Conditions, Application Form and Remuneration kindly see website
www.echs.gov.in For further details please contact Stn HQ Cell (ECHS) Dehradun at Tele No
0135-2983455. Last date of receipt of application by post/courier/by hand is 26 Aug 2022 by
1430 hrs addressed to Stn HQ ECHS Dehradun, Garhi Cantt Pin-248003 (UK) Late

Applications will not be entertained. Interview will be conducted on 17 Sep 2022 from 1000 hrs

CIRCLE SASTRA, ARRAH

Above Bank of India, Near Peer Baba More, Ara, Bhojpur-802301_
Email- cs8187@pnb.co.in

POSSESSION NOTICE
(For Immovable property)

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab National Bank, Circle SASTRA
Ara,1st Floor, Mahuli Kothi, Near Peer Baba More, Ara-802301 under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,2002 and in
exercise of Powers conferred under Section 13 read with rule 3 of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules.2002,issued a Demand Notice dated 25.05.2021 calling upon the
Borrower M/s.Durga General Store, Sh. Ramesh Keshri (Prop) and Smt Chanda Devi to
repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.50,25,492.88 (Rupees Fifty Lakhs
Twenty Fifty Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Two and Paisa Eighty Eight Only) and
interest thereon from 31.03.2021 within 60 days from the date of notice/date of receipt of the

The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read
with Rule 8 of the said Rules on this 02nd day of August,2022.

The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Punjab
National Bank of Rs.44,13,458.91 (Rupees Forty Four Lakhs Thirteen Thousand Four,
Hundred Fifty Eight and Paisa Ninety One Only) as on 19.07.2022 with further interest
and charges from 01.07.2022 until payment in full in Cash Credit Account and of
Rs.5,33,774.87 (Rupees Five Lakhs Thirty Three Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy
Four and Paisa Eighty Seven Only) as on 30.06.2022 with future interest and charges from
01.07.2022 until payment in full in Term Loan Account.
The Borrower’s/Guarantor’s/Mortgagor’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-

section (8) of section 13 of the Act in respect to time available to redeem the secured

assets.

Description of immovable property

onwards at conference Hall, Military Hospital, Garhi Cantt Dehradun. Candidates to bring

their original certificates/degree, photocopy of testimonials/experience certificate, attempt
certificate as applicable, one PP size photograph and Medical fitness cert duly signed by Med
Spl for Interview. All Covid guidelines will be strictly followed.

All that part and parcel of the property situated at,Mauza-Mohania,Thana No.-
131,Halka no.9,Ward no.9,Khata no.333,Khesra No.1074,Distt.-Kaimur,Total Area-2
Decimals, Mortgaged by :-Smt. Chanda Devi W/o Sri Ramesh Prasad Kesbhri,
Boundary:- North-Geeta Devi, South-Plot No.1074 Digar Khariddar, East-Bharat Mali
and Others, West- Rasta.

Date : 02/08/2022
Place : Kaimur

Authorized Officer
Punjab National Bank
Secured Creditor

New Delhi

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED _
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Website: www.ircon.org CIN-L45203DL1976G0I1008171
e-Procurement Notice (National Competitive Bidding)
e-Tender No: IRCON/2064/NMDC/22-23/E-tender/Balance works/FOB
e-Tender is invited from bidders meeting qualifying requirements for the work of "Construction
of balance works of Foot Over Bridge (FOB) in Package Il in connection with
“Construction of Private Railway Siding for NMDC's Integrated Steel Plant at Nagarnar

V-

near Jagdalpurin Chhattisgarh".

Y/ 4

Dated: 03.08.2022

[Estimated cost of work

[ X7.66Cr-(Incl. 18% GST) |

| Last date and time of e-bid submission | 24.08.2022 up to 15:00 Hrs |

For further details,visit website https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app. Corrigendum, if any,

would be hosted only on the website.

House No. 59, Ashoka LlIfestyle, Dharampura-3,Jagdalpur-494001 Dist: Bastar(C.G.)

AGMIC(PH)

ra
, SIGNATURE
G J GLOBAL \)
®

PRIDE OF OWNING CLASSY APARTMENT

RE-DRAW OF FLATS

General public is hereby informed that Re-draw of flats under Haryana
Affordable Housing Policy 2013 of Signature Global Superbia, Sector 95,
District Gurugram, being developed by M/s Sternal Buildcon Private Limited.
shall be conduct on 09.08.2022 at 04:00 PM onwards at The Pllazio Hotel, Plot
No. 292-296, Sector 29, HUDA City Centre, Gurugram.

AUl the applicants can attend the said Re-draw virtually or physically. However,
it be informed that said Re-draw would be conducted under the guidelines to
strictly follow Covid19 appropriate behavioural norms including social
distancing, issued by MHA and District Administration Gurugram.

All the applicants can attend/watch the said Re-draw proceeding virtually live at
YouTube live Link - https://www.youtube.com/user/SignatureGlobal

Note: If any applicant wants to check his/her name in the list he/she may contact
to STP Office, Gurugram as well as the office of colonizer before Re-draw.

RERA REGISTRATION NO.:
RC/REP/HARERA/GGM/426/158/2020/42

(www.haryanarera.gov.in)

STERNAL BUILDCON PRIVATE LIMITED | CIN: U70109DL2009PTC195052 | LICENCE NO. 21 OF 2020 DATED 13.08.2020
Regd. Off.: 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan, 28 Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001

Corp. Off.: Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana-122001
Email: customercare@signatureglobal.in, Ph.: 0124-4908200, 9311144624
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STEM WATER DISTRI. & INFRA CO. PVT. LTD.
Vardan Commercial Complex, 9" Floor, MIDC, Road No.16, Wagale

Industrial Estate, Thane (W) - 400604.

E - Tender Notice No.17 (Corrigendum)for 2022-23.

stemwatercompan
E-TENDER are invited by STEM water Dist. & Infra. Co. Pvt. Ltd. Thane. For the
following work.
Name of Work Upgradation of STEM Rural water supply scheme for 24 villages
by STEM and zilla Parishad Thane (Supplying, lowering, laying DIK-7 Pipeline
from Mankoli MBR to Kharbao, Katai and Kambe, Bhiwandi Rs.54,12,24,139/-
(Excl GST)
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from STEM'S web site. (Post

mail.com

MATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

| & Gowt. OF Indla  Uindertaking

EIEIAN ROAD, BATHINDA - 151 003 (Pl)]
Ph. 0AG4-22T0261, Zrenied, FAX: [ HS-22TD403

Managing Director

. . o _HOTICE INVITING TENTFER
qualification criteria included) Tencees am irvtled s Two Fard Bid Inrough E-londering systom dor dolowng doms:
No | Tender Activity Date Time HTHa Larsaripton Esamated] Costod | END | Cupddalo | Sgeing
i Fvares Conl | Tendar| (R | subesslond | Ay
1 |Document downloaded start date 21.07.2022 12.00 Fal | |As) ppasing of bl
2 |Pre-bid meeting date end 02.08.2022 12.00 KFBMECHE  ARGCollac- | 23206 | 4000 |1 Lokh| Da0e@oe | - Chel
! . VPRCAHE! | allaimces Mitoreoal | Lobds mmEaze | Heress
3 |Bid Submission end date 16.08.2022 12.00 ?ﬁé& r-"-'-:!rm-';r_nfaﬂ_g‘lr +Z5T 25 ibhrdazei
" .5 o i NI I "

4 | Opening of Envelope No.1 17.08.2022 12.00 e s :'*,‘,:"".:';1“‘“"’“ TR T A T
E-Tender Documents will be available for view/downloading on| | &a3uit L‘-ﬁmm Lakina fralle e e
authorized website https://stem.abcprocure.com Right to reject any or all Erecion. Tesing oid

. P o Commissceing %
tenders without assigning any reason there of by STEM Water Distri. & Wgﬁ. & M
Infra. Co. Pvt. Ltd, Thane. 1IN W OH Cookeg
Sdi- Prever Tramizemer
For harter Dziafs, wsi our weberre sywnalocgthediems.com OFF pors and
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Gujarat cancels cattle fairs, races at
Tarnetar fair, cites lumpy skin disease

AVINASHNAIR

AHMEDABAD, AUGUST 4

WITH THE spread of lumpy skin disease
in the state, the Gujarat government
Thursday decided to cancel the cattle
fair and the bullock cart races that are
held alongside the Tarnetar fair sched-
uled to be organised later this month.

Till Thursday, 1,838 cattle have died
of the disease since the beginning of
the outbreak, with the spread rising to
22 districts from 20 and 159 cattle suc-
cumbing on a single day. More than
60,800 cattle have already been in-
fected by the virus which has spread to
2,463 villages in the state.

In a statement issued Thursday,

-'l'.

H HHIE..392.../ ALTE./2022
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See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

faferer wolem dwom-us

PR WA Tievaie Ffaer Feifa goa w Hega ey i S €1

ofrare, f&ier.03/08/2022

EXE i wE w A g TT| R WO | W wivr | ¥y feeifw| @ @ X
faferar . T arafr 687/21 u/s 406/420/120B/34 IPC has been registered at P.S.
o7 | 2022_UAD_ [ASHPHALTING OF VIRT|7 005,672/~ |50,443~ 12500/ | MPUADD | 06 Month/- Burari, De!hl and it has beeq return.ed to a warrant of arrest
205010_2 |OUS ROAD OF SANT HIR- ISSR 2021 thereupon issued that the said Ashish Sexsena cannot be
?ggﬁ% EIQSE\R ZONE 01 found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
02 | 2022_UAD_ [ASHPHALTING OF ROAD|55.95.040~ |44.212- 0000~ | MPUADD | 03 Month/- the said ASh!Sh Sexsgna has abgconded (or is concealing
214701_1 |FROM VIDISHA BY PASS ISSR 2021 himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
GOUR SHADI HALL TO . . . -
DUSHARA GROUND Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Ashish
SQURE MALIKHEDI Sexsena of FIR No. 687/21 u/s 406/420/120B/34 IPC has
VISHARJAN GHAT WARD ; = i :
72 ZONE 16 (CHAINAGE 0 been reg_lstered at P.S. Burari, D(_elhl is req_wred to appear
M TO 500M) before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before

1. ffaer gor @t fifa o @ e O wd o oTavees SRS STMOmEA WA # BN Ud S 9 foRa S
www.mptenders.gov.in W I ST T 2 |
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om0 473,022,023
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Where as complaint has been made before me that accused
Ashish Sexsena S/o Sh. R.L. Sexsena, R/o G-48, Jalvayu
Vihar, Sector-25, Noida, Uttar Pradesh has Committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.

20.09.2022. By Order
Mayank Aggarwal

Metropolitan Magistrate-09 (C),
Room No.286,

DP/2651/N/2022 (Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

Government of Himachal Pradesh
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Pragpur District Kangra (HP) on behalf of Governor
of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rate/lump sum contract bids from the eligible
contractors/Firms. Bidders should be registered with Jal Shakti Vibhag. The scope of the work

will be as under:- h .
since 09.07.2022. In this regard FIR/DD

S. | Name of work Estimated | Earnest |Cost of Eligibility Time No. 519/2022 Dated 10.07.2022 has been
No. cost money t(fe:rd"?r criteria limit rSe_giStereC]lcf ftt hAShgk Vihadr, bDflhi'I
1 Source  strengthening  for | 13859494/~ | 171095 /-| 1500/- | Eligibility criteria shall | One |n.ceree oris have e.en made by loca

Heritage village Pragpur & its be as under:- Year Kareena police to trace out the girl but no clue has

adjoining area in in Sub Tehsil 1. The contractor enlist- cometolightsofar.

z’sragptﬂ .Dis_tri.ctt_ Kaﬂgéat ('t'!P) 3th with  Jal  Shakti Her physical description is as under:-

: Laying jointing and testing ibhag. . . f . PP
of GI pipe for Rising Main, o Affidavit of Non- Se?(. Female, Age: 17_ years, He|g?_1t. 4'8" ft., Comple)'(lon.
Providing, Laying jointing and Blacklisted by any Fair, Face: Round, Built: Thin, Wearing: Red Colour Plaja.
testing of MSERW pipe for Department and Any person is having information or clue about this missing/
Rising main and S/E of pumping Affidavit ~of  Non- kidnapped girl may kindly inform to the following:-

Machinery with allied acces- Relationship with
sories) Department. SHO

is free of cost.

authorized agency at the earliest.

1. Tender documents and other instructions can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal
http://hptenders.gov.in, by the interested bidders/firms/individuals registered on the website which

2. Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with “Single Stage Two Envelope” Bidding
Procedure. Bid security, and eligibility documents as per eligibility information and criteria and
Financial bid should be put in separate envelop and all two separate envelops should be put
together in a single envelop. The bids shall be submitted online electronically.

3. Bid evaluation of criteria- Technically Qualified lowest evaluated bidder (L1) will be considered as a
successful bidder. However, the acceptance of the proposal will rest with the Jal Shakti Department
who does not bind itself to accept the lowest proposal, and reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all the proposals received without assigning any reason.

4. As the bids are to be submitted online and are required to be encrypted and digitally signed, the bid-
ders are advised to obtain Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from suitable venders or from any

6. KEY DATES WILL BE AS UNDER:-

a | Date of Online publication 04.08.2022 at 5:00 PM The Notice Inviting Eol floated vide
b | Downloading of e-tender Documents From 04.08.2022 at 5:00 PM to 20.08.2022 at No.DSW(ICDS)G/SNP/98/2021/1, . dated 09/08/2021
11:00 A.M. (Tender ID : 2021_SWD_22418_1) in the e-Tender Portal
c | Date of submission of e-tender From 04.08.2022 at 5:00 PM to 20.08.2022  at of Govt. of Assam https:/assamtenders.gov.in for Lifting of
11:00 AM rice (to be allotted by the Ministry of Women and Child
d | Physical submission of eligibility criteria, pre- | Upto 11:00 A.M. on 20.08.2022 Development (MoWCD, Govt. of India) from FCI depots in
qualification documents, earnest money deposit Assam and Re-packing of Lifted Rice from FCI Depots in

and cost of tender documents (in original) .
Date of o bids: Assam and supply of other food stuff etc. (and packing
e | Date of opening of bids: thereof)” as Take Home Ration (THR)/ Hot Cooked Meal
1) Cover-1 Eligibility information and Criteria On 20.08.2022 at 11.30 AM. (HCM) for various Anganwadi Centres and Mini-Anganwadi
— Centres of Assam is hereby cancelled as the notification
2) Cover-2 Financial Bid Shall be intimated separately period of supply is already over. The EOI could not be

1.

i)

8.

11.

13.
14.

15.

7.TERMS AND CONDITIONS:-
(1) The e-tender documents shall be uploaded online in 2 (Two) covers:-

Cover- 1 shall contain Scanned copies of “eligibility information and Technical bid

2. Cover-2 shall contain the “Financial bid” on the prescribed format.
(2) Cover-1 shall contain Scanned copies of following “eligibility information and Technical bid” (Scanned

copies to be uploaded) on the website https://hptenders.gov.inat the appropriate place.

All payments regarding purchase of a Bid documents (Cost of form Earnest money deposit shall be
through online mode (e-payment) in favor of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Pragpur Exemption

of cost of bid security shall not be allowed.

Eligibility criteria:-

The bidder/contractor/firm should be registered with Jal Shakti Vibhag under taking in the technical bid

firms has to uploaded characteristics curves of Pumping Machinery for NIT duty conditions.
The contractor/firm must have registered under GST/EPF/Pan/Income Tax

Name of firm, addresses, telephone number, Mobile No., Fax No, E-mail ID. Labour license issued from

the competent authority must be uploaded/ attached.

An affidavit of the firm

having

not

been

ever

Government/Board/Corporation/Private Organization is required.

rejected.

Bid Opening Details:-

The bid shall be opened on at 11:30 AM in the office of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Pragpur
(HP) by the authorized officers. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bid as

blacklisted by

d) The characteristics curve of pumping machinery uploaded by contractor otherwise the tender shall be

e) Cover-2 shall contain BOQ where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

specified the bid will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period of 120 days after dead line date for

bids submission.

. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control even through the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates. The officer shall not liable for any information not received by the bidders. It is the

bidders responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

The tenders of the contractor/firms who fail to fulfill the eligibility information will be summarily rejected.
12. The negotiation/clarification, if any will be taken from the successful contractor/firm only in respect of error

and omission technical aspects and in no case on financial bid.
No subletting of works by the contractor/firm is permissible.

The representative of the firm/contractor shall inspect the site himself and make himself conversant with

the site conditions prior to bidding.
Instruction for e-tendering:-

i) The contractor should registered himself on website http://hptenders.gov.in and obtain user ID/password

before bidding.

ii) Entire tender process will be carried out on line through above mentioned website. Contractor/firms are
advised to procure e-token/digital signing certificate from suitable venders or from authorized agency.
iii) Before submissions of online bids, bidder must ensure that scanned copy of all necessary documents

have been uploaded with the bid.

iv) Conditional bids are liable to be rejected without assigning any reasons.

v) The Executive Engineer, reserves the right to reject/cancel any or all the tenders/bids without assign-

ing any reason(s).

vi) Any enquiry regarding tender can be obtained on e-mail of the divisional office under e-mail address
i.e. xeniphpragpur@gmail.com and office telephone No. 01970-245045.

The tenderer should quote their final price subject to no escalation what so ever till successful fulfiiment
of contract. The financial bid should be inclusive of all taxes i.e. Central/State/Local taxes vat and any levy
charges, including cess as per provision of building and other construction workers welfare cess Act. 1996
and Himachal Pradesh Building and other construction workers Rules, 2008 and no extra claim will be
entertained. The Department will deduct labour cess @ 1% from each running bill from the gross amount

of work done by the contractor.

The tenderer shall have to maintain EPF accounts and bear EPF contribution of its workers/employees.

2950/HP

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti Division
Pragpur

any Govt./Semi-

-sd-

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General public is here by informed that
this girl (depicted in the photo) namely:
Kareena D/o Sh. Sanjay R/o H. No.
Jhuggi No. N-28/C-379 CSA Colony
WPIA Delhi has been missing/kidnapped

P.S. Ashok Vihar, Delhi

Website:http://cbi.nic.in
Ph. No. - 011-27243066

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 Mob. No.- 875087221
Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/1683/NW/2022

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
DIRECTORATE OF WOMEN AND CHILD
DEVELOPMENT, ASSAM
UZANBAZAR: : GUWAHATI-1

No.DWCD(ICDS)G/SNP/98/2021/101
CANCELLATION OF NOTICE INVITING EOI
Eol No.DSW(ICDS)G/SNP/98/2021/1, dated 09/08/2021

finalized within the notified period since it has been
subjudice at Hon’ble Gauhati High Court.

Sd/-

Director

Women and Child Development,

Janasanyog/C/7682/22  Assam, Uzanbazar, Guwahati-1
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trict after a gap of two years due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Due to the lumpy skin disease, we
are not going to organise the cattle fair
and bullock cart races at this year’s
event,” District Collector Keyur Sampat
told The Indian Express.

The event where young tribal men
and women once used to seek partners
inmarriage is scheduled to begin from
August 30 and will continue till
September 2.

“We have lumpy skin disease cases
in the district and we are targeting to
finish 100 per cent vaccination of cat-
tle by August 15. But as of now we have
decided to not hold the cattle fair and
races,” Sampat added.

As part of the Tarnetar fair, the state

Over 4,000 animals
die in Rajasthan

Jaipur: The lumpy skin disease among
animals has spread atanalarming ratein
Rajasthan where more than 4,000 ani-
mals, mainly cows, have died due to it
and over 90,000 have been infected.

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Thursday said the state government is
making every effort to prevent the
spread of the disease. He also appealed
to cattle-breeders to contact the near-
est veterinary institution if they see
symptoms of the disease in the animals.

Secretary, Animal Husbandry de-
partment, P CKishan said the death toll
due to the disease has gone past 4,000
in the state. “The infection has spread
to 16 districts. Barmer, Jodhpur and
Jalore are the worst affected and the
disease is in the reducing stage in
Ganganagar, Hanumangarh and Churu
districts,” he told PTL

Kishan is currently on a visit to the
affected districts, starting from Barmer.

Raghavji  Patel, governmenthasbeenorganisinga cat-
Minister for tlefairwhere cattle rearers are encour-
Agriculture and aged to display the best cattle breeds
Animal Husbandry  including Gir Cows, Jafrabadi buffaloes,
said that more than  Banni buffaloes and Kathiawadi
10.06 lakh animals  horses, among others.
have been vacci- The Tarnetar fair is held on the
natedintheaffected grounds of Triniteshwar Mahadev
districts. temple and is the focal point of the fes-
The Tarnetarfair  tival where local communities includ-

will be held at
Tarnetar village of
Chotila taluka of
Surendranagar dis-

ing Kolis, Rabaris, Bharwads, Kanbis,

Kathis, Charans participate.
Surendranagar is one of the 20 dis-

tricts affected by lumpy skin disease.

MADHYA PRADESH TOURISM BOARD

6th Floor, Lily Trade Wing, Jahangirabad, Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh, India. Pincode — 462008
Website : www.tourism.mp.gov.in, Corporate ldentification
Number (CIN) : U75302MP2017NPL043078
NIT No. : 4534/MPTB/2022 and
System No. 2022_MPTB_215059, 04 August 2022

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

for organizing “International Adventure Aero Sports
Tourism Festival” in the State of Madhya Pradesh.

MPTB invites offers from agencies for Request for Proposal
for organizing “International Adventure Aero Sports Tourism
Festival” in the State of Madhya Pradesh. The detailed terms &
conditions can be downloaded from website https://
www.mptenders.gov.in/www.tourism.mp.gov.in For any
other information contact Mr. Avneesh Yadav (Project
Assistant) Mob. No. +91-7089121967 or e-mail at
paaf.mptb@mp.gov.in. Last date and Time for online
Purchase and submission is 14th September 2022 - 03:00
PM.

M.P. Madhyam/105845/2022 MANAGING DIRECTOR
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Of the 94,358 infected animals,
more than 74,118 have been treated.

Officials in the animal husbandry
department said the disease origi-
nated in Africa and came to India via
Pakistan in April.

PTI

ED attaches
assets worth

Rs 2 cr of three
former legislators
from Odisha

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) has provisionally attached
assets worth Rs 2.16 crore be-
longing to a company repre-
sented, among others, by aJMM
leader, a former Biju Janata Dal
(BJD)legislator and a former BJP
MLA in connection with a case
of money laundering.

The former legislators have
beenidentified as Ramachandra
Hansdah (erstwhile MP from
Mayurbhanj), Subarna Naik (ex-
MLA, Keonjhar Sadar) and
Hitesh Kumar Bagartti (ex-MLA,
Khariar).

While Hansdah was with B]D
when he was an MP, he was sus-
pended by the party in 2014 fol-
lowing his arrest by CBI in a chit
fund case. He joined JMM last
year.

The BJD had suspended Naik,
too, the same year following his
arrest by CBI.

Former BJP leader Bagartti
was also arrested by the central
agency in 2014 and was sus-
pended by the party.

According to ED, the attach-
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SCHEDULE INVITING TENDER

TENDER AHV/AH-1110/2022-23,
REFERENCE DATED 04/08/2022
Date of sale of W.E.F. 08/08/2022 From
Tender Document 1100 Hrs till 1600 Hrs.
Last Date of sale of 12/08/2022 till 1130 Hrs.
Tender Document
Date & Time for pre-
bid discussion

Last Date & Time for
receipt of Tender
Document

12/08/2022 at 1200 Hrs.

16/08/2022, till 1100 Hrs.

HUSH 3 Ua-¢/d (TTf01sY), 3R UfAH Yerd , fiBIAR URd & 1gufa 61 3R A ik quse &
el R F FARf afAfddt 3m3e 3% €W, RDN (Digital, Non-Digital),
Advertisement - Train Exterior (Below Window), ATquFﬁﬁleaﬂS SLRF &P & faw
$-3iaRMA AR fFA AR | ST RAaRuT A IR 2 - FeePT H&AT: OOH-7. SR ST A
J 32 : Advertisement on station premise Non Digital At 316, TG, AawTe
uIeRT, MRTITR, dlerlg, (332 3% EH-RARw, IRER)| € 3mae[ 6 fRAis
q Y : 16.08.2022 WA 15.00 31 | HEART HEHAT : RDN-01. HRf BT AW T WM :
Advertisement on station premise Digital At &=, di@R, MG Advertisement
on station premise Non-Digital at HIGeTYR, &, &, HACRAR, e, IdlG,
TEeoTe | € 3N Bl i 9 THY : 22.08.2022 THY 15.00 T1 | SR IH&AT: ADV VW
01. S BT A1 T A : Advertisement - Train Exterior (Below Window) , Train No.
22497/22498 SGNR-TP) Humsafar Exp (Weekly), 14717/14718 BKN-HW (Triweekly),
14701/14702 SGNR-BDTS (Daily), 22475/22476 HSR-CBE (Weekly), 12489/12490 BKN-
DDR (By Weekly), 14723/14724 BKN-CNB (Daily), 14707/14708 BKN-DDR (Daily)!
31T I fATH T WA : 18.08.2022 W 15.00 T31 | HEART HST: ADV ATM 01. BT
1AM G A : ATM at e, AR, RAR, EIHPIG 213, UIBRIRR, fPR 11 T,
PTG, PG| $ 31aM $HY i a WHA : 23.08.2022 WHY 15.00 T3 | S PT I :
ADV ATM 02. SR &1 AT g AT : ATM at HdY SFaTch, I, TRETE, ACPIG, =T,
AGAR, TREeres), far § smaer B fRAie 7 774 : 24.08.2022 777 15.00 3 |
PRI AT : Leasing SLR 09. BT ST G 32T : Leasing of 3.9 Tone FSLR-1space in
train No. 22916 HSR-BDTS, 4 tones parcel space in FSLR-2 in train No. 14724 BNW-
CNB, 4 tones parcel space in FSLR-1in train No. 14724 BNW- CNB, Leasing of 4.0 Tone
FSLR-1space in train No. 22738 HSR-SC Leasing of 4.0 Tone FSLR-1space in train No.
12240 HSR-MM(CT, Leasing of 24 tones parcel space on round trip basis in Parcel van
of train number 15910/091 § 3G &I f3Aie 9 WHY : 16.08.2022 WHY 15.00 F1 |
eI AT : Leasing SLR 11. ST &1 AT G 0T : Leasing of 3.9 Tone FSLR-1space in
train No. 22475 HSR-CBE, Leasing of 3.9 Tone FSLR-1space in train No. 22473 BKN-
BDTS, Leasing of 3.9 Tone FSLR-1space in train No. 16311 SGNR-KCVL, Leasing of 3.9
Tone FSLR-1space in train No. 16588 BKN-YPR, Leasing of 40. Tone FSLR-1space in
train No. 14701SGNR-BTDS, Leasing of 3.9 Tone FSLR-1space in train No. 20471 BKN-
PURI, Leasing of 3.9 Tone FSLR-1space in train No. 12489 BKN-DDR, € 31Taer &I fariss
TG : 17.08.2022 THF 11.00 F31 | BEePT HSAT : Leasing SLR 12. R T ATH d 3T :
Leasing FSLR-1 4.0 tone space in train No. 15633 BKN-GHY, 40. Tone Parcel space
RSLR-1in train No. 14724 BNW-CNB, Leasing 40. Tone FSLR-2 space in train No. 15633
BKN-GHY, Leasing 3.9 Tone FSLR-1 space in train No. 12372 BKN-HWH, Leasing 4.0
Tone RSLR-1space in train No. 15633 BKN-GHY, § 31Ta2 &I féies a 9m4 : 18.08.2022
T 11.00 31 | 314 A1 Td 10 9 2l & fordl IREPS 1 SIS www.ireps.gov.in R
PSR |

600-AK/22

Date & Time of
Opening of Tender
Estimated cost of

16/08/2022, at 1300 Hrs.

Rs. 1,92,00,000/-

Tender

Place of Opening of Directorate of Animal

Tender Husbandry, Veterinary &
Dairy Development,
Nirjuli, Itanagar,
Arunachal Pradesh.

Address of Director, Department of

Communication Animal Husbandry,
Veterinary & Dairy
Development, Nirjuli,
ltanagar, Arunachal
Pradesh. Pin-791109.
Sd/-
Director,
Animal Husbandry, Vety. & D.D.
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh,

DIPR/ARN/1400-02

Nirjuli (Itanagar)

o GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA 1 =Te 5] Te]) (o 3 o

ments were made in connection
with a case against Nava Diganta
Capital Services Ltd. and its
group companies, represented
through their directors (Anjan
Kumar Baliyarsingh, Pradeep
Kumar Pattnaik, Kartikeya
Parida) and its erstwhile direc-
tors: Hansdah, Naik and Bagartti.

The agency stated that the at-
tached assets include outlying
balance amounting to Rs 16 lakh,
as available in 48 bank accounts
maintained at IDBI Bank and
Indian Bank, as well as immov-
able assets in the form of two
land parcels worth Rs 2 crore at
Narendrapur Mouza in Puri and
Kaipadar Mouza in Khordha,
both in Odisha.
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SR.| NAME OF BOARD/ NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE | AMOUNT/EMD | WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CON-
NO. CORP/AUTH NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE | (APPROX.) IN | BOARD CORP/AUTH TACT DETAILS/EMAIL
(TIME) RUPEES
1. CONST. OF IPB STREET, | (3 0g.2022 www.etenders. xenmcrohtak @ gmail
MUNICIPAL SHIV MANDIR WALI ol 88.72 LACS hry.nic.in gmail.
CORPORATION | GALI, SANTOSH BARA- | 16.08.2022 com
GAN WALI GALI, WARD
ROHTAK NO. 1, M.C. ROHTAK. + 4
OTHER WORK

11652 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

New Delhi
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JAMMU & KASHMIR
4 feareddeadin
road accident

Ramban: Four people
were feared dead as a ve-
hicle they were travelling
in fell into a gorge in
Ramban district hursday
night, officials said. The
accident took place near
the Kelamorh area in the
district, they said. Five
people sustained injuries
in the accident, the offi-
cials said. PTI

UTTARPRADESH
AzaminICU
with pneumonia

Lucknow: Senior
Samajwadi Party leader
and Rampur MLA Azam
Khan was admitted to an
ICU of a private hospital
here as he was found suf-
fering from pneumonia.
Khan (74) was admitted
to Medanta Hospital on
Wednesday night. "He
has been kept under ob-
servation of a critical care
team. His conditionis sta-
ble and under control," Dr
Dileep Dubey said. PTI

WEST BENGAL
Twokilledingas
leak at factory

Barrackpore: Two workers
died following a gas leak
at a factory in Khardaha
near Kolkata, police said.
The incident took place
during maintenance work
atthe plant of Electrosteel
Castings Ltd (ECL)in North
24 Parganas. The deceased
were identified as Ranjit
Singh (30)and Swapnadip
Mukherjee (41). Another
worker, Rohit Mahato is
critical and undergoing
treatment at a hospital,
police said. PTI

CASH SEIZURE

Calcutta HC junks
Jharkhand MLAS’
plea, asks CID to
continue probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, AUGUST 4

THE CALCUTTA High Court on
Thursday rejected a petition of
??three Jharkhand MLAs who
were arrested in West Bengal re-
cently allegedly with a huge
amount of cash.

The MLAs had submitted in
the court that the investigation
into the recovery of cash from
their car should be handed over
to the CBI or some other “inde-
pendent” investigation agency.

Dismissing their plea, the
court ordered that the state po-
lice will investigate the incident.
A single bench of Justice
Mousumi Bhattacharya passed
the order after hearing argu-
ments from both sides.

On Wednesday, the court
had heard the plea of the three
arrested MLAs on “urgent basis”.
They had requested the court
that the CID investigation should
be suspended immediately. If
necessary, the investigation
should be handed over to the CBI
orany otherindependent inves-
tigation agency as the probe was
being politically influenced.

The three MLAs — Irfan
Ansari (Jamtara), Rajesh
Kachhap (Khijri) and Naman
Bixel (Kolebira) — were detained
with nearly Rs 50 lakh.

NSE phone-tapping:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

DENYING BAIL to former
Mumbai Police commissioner
Sanjay Pandey in a money laun-
dering case, a Delhi court on
Thursday said that material col-
lected by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), which is prob-
ing the case, prima facie shows
Pandey's involvement “in execu-
tion of recording and monitor-
ing of calls” of employees of the
National Stock Exchange (NSE).

Dismissing Pandey's bail plea,
Special Judge Sunena Sharma
noted that the 1986-batch IPS of-
ficer was “directly communicat-
ing with NSE staff as well as the

J&K sees fall in militant attacks, but shift
in recruitment strategy remains a worry

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 4

THREE YEARS since the revoca-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status, recruitment into
militant ranks remains a cause
of concern for the security appa-
ratus in the Union Territory.

Since 2019, more than 690
militants have been killed in
Jammu and Kashmir, 132 of
them this year. In the same pe-
riod, 527 individuals joined mil-
itant ranks.

In an interview to The Indian
Express, J&K Director General of
Police Dibag Singh attributed the
recruitment numbers in large
measure to “socialmediaand in-
ternet-based propaganda” while
raising concern that the recruit-
ment age had been lowered to
include school dropouts.

The recruitment figure was
143 for 2019, rose to 172 in 2020
before falling again to 136in 2021
For 2022, till July 31, 76 individu-
als have joined the militancy.

Senior security officials said
about half the militant recruits
are “uncategorised”. As such, se-
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curity forces “sometimes find
out that an individual has joined
an outfit only after an incident,"
said an official. So, they cannot
be referenced against any exist-
ing database.
Butlaw-and-order as well as
terror-related incidents have
been coming down in number
as well as intensity since 2019.
As per government data, law-
and-order incidents fell from
584 in 2019 to 147 in 2020 and
77 in 2021. This year, the num-
ber stands at 20. And in the case
of terror-related incidents, the
data show a slow but steady de-
cline from 255 in 2019 to 244 in

Bihar man killed in J&K
grenade attack, 2 hurt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 4

A LABOURER, who came from
Bihar, was killed and two others
— also from the state — were in-
jured in a grenade explosion in
south Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict on Thursday evening.

Jammu and Kashmir Police
said alleged militants hurled a
grenade on the labourers at
Gadoora area of Pulwama. “In
this terror incident, one labourer
died and two others were in-
jured,” the police stated.

The deceased has beeniden-
tified as Mohammad Mumtaz,
from Sakwa Parsa in Bihar. The
injured duo are Mohammad Arif
and his son, Mohammad
Majbool, both residents of
Rampur in Bihar, police said.

The condition of the injured
persons is stable, PTI reported,
quoting a police spokesperson.

Militants had stepped up at-

tacks on outsiders earlier this
year but there was a halt in such
targeted killings for the past
nearly two months.

In June, the security estab-
lishment at the highest level in
Delhi had gone into a huddle fol-
lowing the killing of a 29-year-
old bank manager, who came
from Rajasthan, in Kulgam. A
brick kiln worker from Bihar was
shot dead by suspected militants
within hours the same day.

At the high-level security
meeting, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, NSA Ajit Doval,
R&AW chief Samant Goel,
Intelligence Bureau head Arvind
Kumar, and other top officials of
the Ministry of Home Affairs re-
viewed the situation in J&K.

Attacks by suspected mili-
tants in the valley this year have
mainly targeted police personnel,
teachers, government employees
and sarpanches. Last year, 182
militants and at least 35 civilians
were killed in Kashmir Valley.

2020and 228 in 2021. The num-
ber of such incidents so far this
yearis 81.

The security establishment
now views the situation in the
Valley as “almost normal”.

At least 29 top militant com-
manders were killed in opera-
tions in 2022.In 2021, at least 44
militant commanders from dif-
ferent militant outfits were killed.

Flagging a strategic shift in mil-
itantrecruitment, DGP Singh said
the modus operandi of handlers
has changed. “They immediately
ask them (terror recruits)to com-
mit an act of terror violence —
throw agrenade, fire at somebody,

orkill someone. Once they arein-
volved, it becomes a way of pre-
venting their return to society.”
He added that with the indi-
vidual not being “missing for too
long” before perpetrating an act,
and then “you find that someone
who was missing today has
committed a crime tomorrow,
fired at someone or such activ-
ity. So, that is blocking their re-
turn to their homes.”
Meanwhile, anti-militancy
operations have been expanded
— widespread detentions under
security laws, enforcement and
tax raids to break alleged fund-
ing networks and crackdowns on

overground worker networks
and their linkages. This has con-
tributed to a decline in terror in-
cidents and law and order cases,
as per senior security officials.
The constitution of the multi-
agency Terror Monitoring Group
and the State Investigation
Agency by the J&K administra-
tionis also part of the same effort.

Also part of this clampdown
are the arrests under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967 (UAPA), and Public
Safety Act, 1978 (PSA). Between
2019 and 2021, the number of
cases under UAPA went from 437
in2019t0557in2020and 528 in
2021. The number of persons
booked under these cases over
the last three yearsis over 2,700.

In2022, until July 31, the num-
ber of cases filed under UAPA is at
389. Meanwhile, the number of
cases filed under PSA have al-
ready risen to 463 so far in 2022
from the previous year’s 277.

In the period between 2019
and 2022, at least 136 civilians
have been killed across J&K. 146
security personnel and at least 57
officials of the J&K police also lost
their lives in the same period.

Locked up on eve of Art 370 removal,
Mirwaiz detained for 3 years now

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 4

HURRIYAT CONFERENCE leader
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq com-
pleted three years in continuous
house arrest on Thursday. The
leader of the moderate faction of
the conglomerate has been in
detention since August 4, 2019,
a day before the Centre ended
the special status for Jammu and
Kashmir.

Umar Farooq was among the
leaders across separatist and
mainstream parties who were
detained ahead of the decision,
including former chief ministers
Farooq and Omar Abdullah, and
Mehbooba Mufti, and People's
Conference leader Sajad Lone.

Farooq Abdullah had been
the first to be released, in March
2020, while Mufti was let off in
October of that year.

Umar Farooq is also barred
from giving the traditional Friday

‘Mistaken identity’: Madras HC
says temple is Buddhist shrine

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, AUGUST 4

THE THALAIVETTI Muniyappan
temple near Salem, where a lo-
cal deity was being worshipped
as per Hindu rituals, will now be
treated as a Buddhist shrine, af-
ter the Madras High Court ruled
in favour of a plea challenging
the religious structure’s origin.

The HC order, based on tech-
nical and scientificinspections of
the deity, could fuel more such
casesin South India, where many
temples are believed to have
beenBuddhist shrines, converted
either by force or after Buddhism
inthe region witnessed a decline
over the centuries.

The order dated July 19 was
based on a 2011 petition filed by
S Sathia Chandran who claimed
the statue, the deity, was of Lord
Buddha’s and that “it had been
worshipped by the followers of
Buddhism for many years” be-
fore it was converted into a

V2 v
Mumbai
e ex-stop
cop Sanjay
Pandey

staff of iSec (Securities) for the
said purposes.”

iSec Services Pvt Ltd was in-
corporated in 2001 by Pandey.
The ED case is based on a CBI FIR
registered in 2018 against Pandey,
an audit company linked to his
family (iSec), and others, includ-
ing NSE’s former managing direc-
tor and CEO Chitra Ramkrishna.

The court said the material
collected by the investigating of-
ficer prima facie show that
Pandey was in “de facto control

Hindu deity.
Chandran sought an inspec-
tion of the Thalaivetti

Muniyappan Temple at Kottai
Road, Periyeri village near Salem,
toascertain its “identity and an-
tiquity” and asked the court for
action to restore the shrine’s sta-
tus to a Buddha Trust.

The government counsel re-
futed the petitioner’s claims; but
the courtordered aninspection of
the temple and also asked the
principal secretary and commis-
sioner of the state archaeological
department to submit a report.

The expert committee con-
cluded the sculpture “depicts sev-
eral mahalakshanas (great traits)
of the Buddha”. Its report con-
firmed the existing temple struc-
ture where Hindurrituals were fol-
lowed “is of modern origin. ... built
of cement, bricks and concrete”.

“The sculpture was made of
hard stone... The figure was ina
seated position known as ‘ardha-
padmasana’ on a lotus pedestal.
The hands are posed in ‘dhyana

Pandey denied bail

of the affairs of iSec with NSE of-
ficials”, and that he “kept giving
instructions to employees of iSec
for execution of work assigned
to the company by NSE”.

Itheld that the material show
Pandey was “fully aware of the
real purposes for which services
of iSec were hired under the
guise of ‘periodic study of cyber
vulnerabilities’™. Therefore,
Special Judge Sharma noted,
money “derived from the said
ostensible purpose prima facie
seems to be proceeds of crime”.

The court said Pandey was the
Mumbai Police commissioner un-
til June 30 this year,and thus ED's
apprehension that he may influ-
ence witnesses or tamper with
evidence was “not unfounded”.

mudra’ (meditation pose)... The
head shows lakshanas (traits) of
the Buddha such as curly hair,
ushnisa and elongated earlobe.
Urna is not visible on the fore-
head,” the report said.

According to the report, “the
head (of the figure) was severed
from the torso, which was glued
together with cement and lime
mixture a few years ago”.

Based on the expert panel’s
report, the HC ruled that the gov-
ernment’s assumption that the
structure is a (Hindu) temple is
“no longer sustainable”. It also
rejected the request for a status
quo by the government, which
argued that local Hindus had
been treating the structure as
their temple for a long time.

“After such areport, it will not
be appropriate to... treat this sculp-
ture as Thalaivetti Muniyappan,”
the courtruled.

“... [M]istaken identity can-
not be allowed to continue after
coming to a conclusion that the
sculpture is that of Buddha.”

Mirwaiz
Umar
Farooq

sermon from the pulpit of
Srinagar's historic grand mosque
—atraditional religious seat held
by the Mirwaiz family.

On Thursday, as he com-
pleted three years in house ar-
rest, the Hurriyat Conference
called for his release, terming his
detention a “gross violation of
fundamental rights”. Lone was
among the only other leaders
who sought Umar Farooq’s re-
lease, appealing to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Jammu
and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha.

However, the government
and police have maintained si-
lence over the issue.

In a statement, the Hurriyat
Conference said: “APHC (All

Party Hurriyat Conference)
strongly condemns this arbitrary,
despotic and extrajudicial act of
the authorities of forcibly detain-
ing its chairman in his house,
leading to gross violation of all his
fundamental and basic human
rights... All channels of commu-
nication are blocked to him and
all outreach to people, friends
and party cadres, is barred.”

The Hurriyat asked if Umar
Farooq was being punished “for
pleading the cause of resolution
of the lingering Kashmir conflict
through peaceful means of dia-
logue and deliberations, and
good neighbourly relations in
the subcontinent”.

Appealing to Amit Shah and
Lt Governor Sinha, Lone
tweeted: “Mirwaiz Kashmir has
stuck to utterances which are
moderate and represent the true
essence of Islam... Let it be
known. There are many wars in
Kashmir. And in our real war he
is an unapologetic moderate.”

TOUCHING THE SKY

HATHRAS ‘CONSPIRACY’ CASE

HC refuses bail
to Kappan: Can’t
rule out use of
tainted money

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 8

THE LUCKNOW bench of the
Allahabad High Court has re-
jected the bail application of
journalist Siddique Kappan, who
was booked under the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)
and other charges in the alleged
Hathras conspiracy case, saying
“the use of tainted money can-
not be ruled out”.

The police had arrested
Kappan and three others on
October 5, 2020, from the Mant
area of Mathura. They had
claimed that the accused were
travelling to Hathras to disturb
peace and harmony in the area.
On the other hand, Kappan'’s
lawyer has maintained that he
was going there to report on the
gang-rape and murder case in-
volving a Dalit girl.

Kappanislodged injail since
his arrest.

“Considering the facts and
circumstances of the case... this
court is not inclined to release
the applicant on bail. The bail ap-
plication is found devoid of
merit,” said Justice Krishan Pahal
in his August 2 order.

The court further said, “It has
come up in the investigation that
the applicant had no work at
Hathras. The state machinery was
at tenterhooks owing to the ten-
sion prevailing due to various
types of information being viral
across all forums of media, includ-
ing the internet. The said sojourn
of the applicant with co-accused
persons who do not belong to me-
dia fraternity is a crucial circum-
stance going against him (sic).”

The applicant’s defence that
he was a journalist and he
wanted to visit the Hathras inci-
dent site stood nullified by the
charge-sheet and the fact that he
was arrested with some persons
while travelling in a car, the
bench added.

The police had claimed to
have recovered six smart

Five officers of the Indian Navy’s INAS 314, based at Naval Air Enclave, Porbandar, who
completed the first all-woman independent maritime reconnaissance and surveillance
mission in the North Arabian Sea onboard a Dornier 228 aircraft on Wednesday. P11

GUJARAT PRIMARY SCHOOL

Primary school students boycott food cooked by
I; 0

Dalits, says contracto

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT, AUGU4ST 4

OFFICIALS FROM the education
and revenue departments held a
meeting with parents and teach-
ers of a village primary school in
Morbi district on Thursday after
the midday meal (MDM) con-
tractor, a Dalit, alleged that stu-
dents of OBC communities were
“not eating the meal in the school
cooked by Dalits (the contractor’s
family members)”.

After media reports claimed
that students were boycotting

fficials say n

fﬁ

Officials at the primary school in Morbi Thursday. Ravi Motvanit

the meal cooked by Dalits, a
team comprising two education
inspectors of Morbi taluka and

deputy mamlatdar of MDM of
Morbi visited the school.
BharatVidja, incharge district

New Delhi

o caste bias

primary education officer
(DPEO) of Morbi, said: “As per the
report of the inquiry committee,
itis notanissue of caste bias. Itis
just that children are opting not
to have the midday meal served
in the school,” the DPEO added.
According to the Dalit con-
tractor’s husband, “On the first
day when the school reopened
after the summer vacation, the
principal told my wife to cook
meal for 100 students. But only
seven students of the Scheduled
Castes turned up... This was not
the case when an OBC person
had the contract..,” he added.

Siddique Kappan was
arrested on Oct 5, 2020. File

phones, alaptop and pamphlets
from them. It was alleged that
Kappan and other accused were
going to Hathras to create caste
conflict and incite riots. They
were accused of collecting funds
and running a website that high-
lighted incidents of mob lynch-
ing, exodus of labourers and the
Kashmir issues.

In April this year, the UP
Police’s Special Task Force (STF)
had chargesheeted him and
seven others under the stringent
UAPA and sections of the
Information Technology Act. The
others named in the chargesheet
are alleged Popular Front of India
(PFI) members Atiqur Rahman,
Masood Ahmed, Rauf Sharif,
Ansad Badruddin and Firoz Khan.

One Alam, who was driving
Kappan at the time, and his rela-
tive Mohammad Danish, have
also been named in the
chargesheet. Danish had ob-
tained interim stay from arrest,
while the others are in judicial
custody:.

Also, the court said that the
legislature has framed the UAPA
to control such instances. “In the
matter of NIA vs. Zahoor Ahmad
Shah Watali1, the Apex Court,
while overturning the High
Courts order of granting bail to
the accused, has stated that
Section43(D)(5) prohibits a court
from granting bail to accused if
onaperusal of a final report filed
under Section 173 Cr.P.C,, the
court is of the opinion that there
are reasonable grounds to believe
that the accusations against such
person are prima facie true...”

SEC 144 EXTENDED

Mangaluru police
order, withdraw
ban on male
pillion riders

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, AUGUST 4

WITH NORMALCY yet to return
in Dakshina Kannada district
which saw three killings in a
span of 10 days last month, the
Mangaluru city police Thursday
withdrew a ban on male pillion
riders just minutes after order-
ing it, but extended restrictions
in the city till August 8.

City police commissioner N
Shashi Kumar issued the order
banning male pillion riders aged
between 18 and 60 years in the
city limits between 6 pm and 6
am. As it drew flak, the order was
withdrawn “in public interest”,
according to Kumar.

According to police, about 19
checkposts have beeninstalled in
the city and more than 200 vehi-
cles plying at night “unnecessar-
ily” have been seized.

However, the prohibitory or-
ders,imposed under Section 144
have been extended till 6 am on
August 8. Additional director-
general of police (law and order)
Alok Kumar, who has been camp-
ingin the coastal district since the
incidents unfolded, held meet-
ings with police officers to take
stock of the situation. He also vis-
ited the prisons in Mangaluru.

On July 19, an 18-year-old
Kerala youth, Masood B, was at-
tacked near Bellare by people
linked to Hindutva groups fol-
lowing a fight over a trivial issue.
He died two days later. On July
26, Praveen Nettaru, a BJP youth
worker, was hacked to death in
Bellare by two bike-borne at-
tackers allegedly linked to the
PFL. Two days later, Mohammed
Fazil (23) was hacked to deathin
Surathkal by a gangsters associ-
ated with Hindutva outfits.
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WORDLY WISE
‘WE DON'T MAKE MOVIES TO MAKE MONEY, WE
MAKE MONEY TO MAKE MORE MOVIES.
— WALT DISNEY

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

MY SUBSIDY, YOUR REVDI

PM has opened an important conversation over wasteful
spending between people and their representatives

HERE ISNO denying that parties, across the political-ideological divide, often

resort to promises of free or heavily subsidised goods and services in an at-

tempt to persuade the electorate. With no less than the prime minister re-

cently calling for an end to the free “revdi” culture, this long-running and en-
trenched culture of political populism is coming under scrutiny. Whatever they may be
called — subsidies, freebies or revdi — the debate is being framed by juxtaposing the
Narendra Modi government's model of “new welfarism”, which involves public provision
of private goods, against the provision of services such as free power by state govern-
ments such as those led by the Aam Aadmi Party. Beyond the locking of political horns,
however, the prime minister's warning against fiscally profligate policies which tend to
be driven more by electoral concerns, echoes widespread concerns over “wasteful” spend-
ing. It couldn't have come at a more opportune moment — the fiscal situation at the cen-
tral and state level has become increasingly challenging.

The debate, however, calls for the disentangling of several issues. What is a freebie?
Is it different from a subsidy? Are there good and bad subsidies? Who decides? The fact
is, different sections of society require different kinds of support. Moreover, states are
poised at varying levels of economic development. What may be deemed as necessary
state support for the population in one state may not be seen in the same way in another.
Awider conversation on these issues is much needed. The economic situation that forms
the setting for such a debate is worsening. Consider, for instance, the power subsidies ex-
tended by state governments. As per a recent RBI report, given the huge losses incurred
by power distribution companies, a bailout in 18 large states, structured along the lines
of UDAY, would cost these governments around Rs 4.3 lakh crore or 2.3 per cent of their
combined GSDP. To put this number in perspective — it is more than what the Union gov-
ernment spends on education, health or rural development. For states like Tamil Nadu,
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, the situation is particularly worrisome. A bailout of this
magnitude will only further restrict their fiscal space. Ultimately, someone has to pay.
Because no freebie is really free.

Understandably, political parties tend to be guided by more short-term motives. Yet,
the free provision of goods and services, guided by political imperatives, also involves a
fiscal choice. It comes at the expense of spending more on other areas such as roads, rail-
ways, schools or hospitals. In the end, however, these decisions are best left to elected
representatives and the electorate. The Election Commission or members of the judici-
ary, for the matter, must resist rushing into the discursive space created by the prime
minister by his intervention on this critical issue.

RESTORING BALANCE

Maldives President Solih’s visit came in a fraught moment in
ties between the two countries. Delhi must tread carefully

HE VISIT OF the Maldives President, Ibrahim Solih, to Delhi gave both sides the
opportunity to reiterate the importance of the bilateral relationship. For India,
which has been Maldives's first responder for decades but saw itself being
edged out by the proximity of its previous government to Beijing, the Solih
presidency has been crucial to restoring relations with the strategically located Indian
Ocean neighbour. For the Maldives, the realisation is acute, especially after seeing Sri
Lanka become convulsed by crisis, that China's large pockets are a trap best avoided.

Over the last four years, India has provided financial assistance for a slew of projects,
both as grant and in credit lines. The biggest of them, the $500m Greater Male Connectivity
Project, was inaugurated during Solih’s visit. India also provided a further credit line of
$100m for the completion of unfinished infrastructure projects. Under its Neighbourhood
First policy, as well as SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region), defence and se-
curity co-operation between the two countries has grown — bilaterally, as well as in con-
cert with the Colombo Security Conclave, a grouping of three nations that is now growing
to encompass other Indian Ocean and South Asian countries. The cyber security pact signed
between the two countries during the visit also underlined concerns over the rise of Islamist
fundamentalism in the archipelago. Maldives came face to face with this when some 300
ofits citizens joined ISIS back in 2014. The Maldivian police blamed Islamist extremists for
the April 2021 attempt to assassinate the former president, Mohamed Nasheed.

The Solih government's India First policy has been a real game-changer in bilateral
ties, but keeping with a pattern in the neighbourhood, it has had an inevitable domestic
political fallout. The impact of this cannot be underestimated, particularly in the light of
next year's presidential election. The disruption of the Yoga Day event in Male shows the
lengths that some elements are willing to go to in order to undermine the government
and its ties with India. The Solih government has robustly countered former president
Abdulla Yameen's “India Out” campaign that has targeted defence ties in particular. It has
even gone so far as to ban anti-India protests. But the pressure is starting to tell, as is ev-
ident from the statement the government issued, almost reluctantly, on the BJP spokesper-
son's remarks on Prophet Mohammed recently. The infighting in the Maldivian
Democratic Party which has pitted Solih against Nasheed in an unseemly battle is also not
a good sign. Against this fraught background, India must tread with caution and ensure
that there is no room for misinterpretation of its actions in the Maldives.

IPUSH BACK IN KANSAS

Support for abortion rights in the state is heartening —
obstacles for women are formidable, not insurmountable

VEN A SWELTERING summer day couldn’t keep voters in the US state of Kansas

indoors as they turned out in large numbers to support the reproductive rights

of women. Nearly 60 per cent voters said “no” to the so-called “value them

both” amendment which would have declared that the state’s constitution
does not uphold the right to abortion. The results bolster what opinion polls have shown,
both before and since the June 24 ruling by the Supreme Court of the United States which
overturned the historic 1973 Roe v Wade judgement supporting abortion rights: Most
Americans now believe that women should have autonomy over their bodies, including
in the matter of pregnancy.

The Kansas pollis the first electoral test for reproductive rights in the US since SCOTUS ruled
that abortion was not a protected right under the US constitution and that the issue had to
be “returned to the people’s representatives”. The result has shocked “pro-lifers” who had
looked on the ruling as having turned the tide in their favour and is all the more remarkable
for having come out of a state in the conservative midwest, which mostly votes for the
Republican Party, with its anti-choice stance. That abortion rights got more electoral support
here than President Joe Biden did is a testament to the profound resonance that the issue of
women’s bodily autonomy has, cutting across the US’s otherwise deep political divides.

Several other US states have either already challenged abortion rights or are prepar-
ing to challenge them in the coming months. To those fighting to protect these rights,
which most American women had until recently considered guaranteed, the Kansas vic-
tory comes as an affirmation that while the obstacles before them are formidable, they

are not insurmountable.

Who benefits from delay?

The withdrawal of the Personal Data Protection Bill
extends a disquieting legal vacuum

ON WEDNESDAY, THE Minister for the
Ministry of Electronics and IT (MEITY),
Ashwini Vaishnaw, withdrew the Personal
Data Protection Bill, 2019. The reasons for the
withdrawal were circulated in a note to MPs,
which stated that,“considering the report of
the JPC (Joint Parliamentary Committee), a
comprehensive legal framework is being
worked upon...”. The decision lays waste
years of labour and deliberation on a law es-
sential for the protection of every Indian in a
digitised society. Hence, it is important for us
to understand its implications by first taking
into account why the Personal Data Protection
Bill, 2019 was introduced in Parliament, and
second, whether its withdrawal is justified.

A proposal for a data protection frame-
workwas first considered in 2011 when adraft
was coordinated through the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.
Alongside this, an expert committee headed
by Justice (retd) A P Shah recommended in
October, 2012,“a detailed framework that
serves as the conceptual foundation for the
Privacy Act”. This did not come to fruition, with
proposals buried by 2014 due to objections
from the intelligence establishment on sur-
veillance reforms. While petitions on the con-
stitutionality of Aadhaar and the right to pri-
vacy were pending before the Supreme Court,
the Union government constituted an expert
group headed by Justice (retd) BN Srikrishna
inJuly, 2017. At the time of the constitution of
this panel, the then minister for MEITY, Ravi
Shankar Prasad stated that “data protection
law... will set a global benchmark.” (IE,
September 9, 2017). In August, a nine-judge
bench unanimously pronounced the
Puttaswamy judgment that reaffirmed the
fundamental right to privacy for the auton-
omy, dignity and liberty for every Indian.
Justice DY Chandrachud, who authored the
majority opinion, noted the formation of the
Srikrishna Committee as a positive obligation
onthe government to enactalaw forinforma-
tional privacy. This buoyed hopes when the
reportby the Srikrishna Committee was sub-
mitted in July 2018, as it was welcomed by
Prasad, who said, “It isa monumental law and
we would like to have the widest parliamen-
tary consultation”.

Today, there is a relentless
pace of digitisation that
relies on gathering personal
data in all spheres of our
lives — agriculture,
education, financial records,
health, welfare and labour
benefits. This is through
portals, policies and even
laws that have been passed in
haste. A case in point is the
collection of biometric
samples for storage in
electronic databases under
the Criminal Procedure
Identification Act, 2022 or
the linking of Aadhaar with
voter records under the
Election Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2021. All
of this is done in a legal
vacuum without any
oversight or remedy.

InDecember 2019, Prasad introduced the
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 in
Parliament. It contained changes that were
termed “Orwellian” by Justice Srikrishna.
Entering a parliamentary labyrinth, the draft
law was referred to a JPC of 30 MPs that sub-
mitted areport after two years and 78 sittings
on December 16, 2021. The JPC report avail-
able contains 97 amendments, 93 recommen-
dations and seven dissent notes. There was a
cleartiltin favour of national security and cor-
porate profitat the cost of a citizen-centric law.
Thereafter, Justice Srikrishna remarked, “I said
earlier whenIsaw the 2019 draft that tis slid-
ing into the Orwellian state, and this proves
my point.” Rather than fixing such flaws, the
Union government has decided to withdraw
the proposalitself. What is obvious s a public
policy paralysis on data protection with con-
flicting statements emerging from MEITY. For
instance, as recently as February this year,
Vaishnaw had stated that “our target (to pass
the Data Protection Bill) was actually this
Budget session itself. But, definitely, by the
Monsoon Session”. With the withdrawal in
Parliament on August 3, it almost seems insti-
tutional processes,in which all three branches
of government worked for years, are being jet-
tisoned in favour of “a comprehensive legal
framework”. Is this justified? Surely, with the
exponential pace in the technology sector, a
government can change its mind. What if the
draftbill and JPC recommendations were aw-
ful and the government acted responsibly to
proceed with a tabularasa?

Let us first deal with the express reason-
ing provided to justify the withdrawal of the
bill. That it draws support from JPC recom-
mendations. This is incorrect as the final rec-
ommendation by the JPC is for, “the Bill as
amended after inclusion of suggestions/rec-
ommendation made by the committee be
passed”. The JPC has nowhere suggested a
withdrawal in favour of a “comprehensive le-
gal framework”, but on the contrary pitched
for the Bill to “be passed”. The proper course
was to consider the JPC’s recommendations
including the dissent notes and expert analy-
sis, redraft and introduce a new Data Prote-
ctionBill. To clear doubts on specific provisions
and build stakeholder confidence, a public

consultation could have been organised.

Second, with the government setting the
goal of a one trillion dollar digital economy,
fears of a compliance burden can impede in-
novation and growth. Here, detailed reasoning
is available in the Srikrishna Committee’s re-
port as well as a growing international con-
sensus suggesting that next-generation inno-
vation in technology needs data protection.
Justlike renewable energy or green emission
norms, regulatory intervention will improve
business practices requiring engineering de-
cisions that focus on user trust.

Third, with the imperfections within the
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 and even
the JPCreport, there exists a reasonable argu-
ment that if passed into law, it may institu-
tionalise bad privacy practices. Here, seeking
changes in the law at a later date may be dif-
ficult. Such a line of reasoning fails to recog-
nise that institutional memory develops
through reasonable due diligence and experi-
ence. Legislative foresight is limited and no
law is perfect, which is why there exist parlia-
mentary amendments and judicial review.
Today, there is a relentless pace of digitisation
that relies on gathering personal data in all
spheres of our lives — agriculture, education,
financial records, health, welfare and labour
benefits. This is through portals, policies and
even laws that have been passed in haste. A
case in point is the collection of biometric sam-
ples for storage in electronic databases under
the Criminal Procedure Identification Act,
2022 or the linking of Aadhaar with voter
records under the Election Laws (Amen-
dment) Act, 2021. All of this is done in a legal
vacuum without any oversight or remedy.

Finally, there is a conscious omission of
the contours of this “comprehensive legal
framework” and any timeline assured either
on the floor of Parliament or through an offi-
cial statement published by MEITY. It’s rea-
sonable to ask: Who benefits from further de-
lay and a status quo in the unregulated
collection and exploitation of personal data
of millions of Indians?

Gupta is the Executive Director and Panijar is
an Associate Counsel at the
Internet Freedom Foundation
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Har Ghar Tiranga campaign encourages Indians to take ownership of the tricolour

ANUPAM HAZRA

MORE THAN SEVEN decades ago, when
India began its journey as a newly-born
democracy based on universal adult suf-
frage, naysayers predicted its premature de-
mise. A country of people distinguished
more by their differences than commonal-
ities had alot going against it. To the Western
theorists, India lacked the common thread
that would weave the disparate and mostly
illiterate population into a democratic na-
tion. Such observations emanated from the
European nations’ tryst with nationalism,
an experience shaped primarily by the idea
of common origin, language or religion.
India had nothing in common; its birth was
preceded by unprecedented bloodshed and
religious animosity, a fact that further be-
fuddled theorists and political scientists.
However, India has not only survived the ini-
tial forebodings but also thrived as a vibrant
and stable democratic nation, while its
neighbours have floundered notwithstand-
ing their shared commonalities. One may
wonder how India has managed to achieve
the incredible feat.

Though there is no single answer to this
question, I believe there is something dis-
tinctly Indian — about the land and its peo-
ple — that defies any explanation. Foraland
that believes and practises the philosophy
of “vasudhaiva kutumbakam”, a land that
whole-heartedly welcomed people from
different parts of the world for centuries,
embracing people of different origins, lan-
guages, religions and cultures is not a diffi-

National flag covers all the
lines that separate one from
the other and holds all
Indians together. Our
relationship with tri-colour,
however, has mostly been
formal or institutional.
Every year, flags are
ceremoniously hoisted on
Independence Day and
Republic Day. Independence
Day celebrations so far
lacked a personal touch and
engagement. Har Ghar
Tiranga is aimed to redefine
our relationship with our
flag, in effect, with our
nation and its past.

cult task. However, the one thing that un-
doubtedly made India whatitis today is the
people of this great nation — their resilience,
their aspirations and their unconditional
love for the country.

The 75th anniversary of Independence
is the opportune occasion to commemorate
the great journey of India and its people. Itis
also an opportunity to renew our pledge of
patriotism. A host of initiatives have been
undertaken to celebrate the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav and one among them is the Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign. Every Indian is en-
couraged to hoist the tricolour at their home
from August 13-15 to mark 75 years of in-
dependence.

The event has significance beyond the
immediate excitement it has generated. A
nation is primarily made of its people, who
do not know each other personally. Yet they
find that they are connected through an in-
visible sense of familiarity in the face of all
the visible dissimilarities. The invisible and
abstract familiarity or connectedness takes
aconcrete form in national symbols and the
national anthem. The foremost among these
symbols is the national flag.

The national flag covers all the lines that
separate one from the other and holds all
Indians together. Our relationship with the
tricolour, however, has mostly been formal
or institutional. Every year, flags are cere-
moniously hoisted on Independence Day
and Republic Day. Independence Day cele-
brations so far lacked a personal touch and

engagement. Har Ghar Tiranga is aimed to
redefine our relationship with our flag, and,
in effect, with our nation and its past.

During British rule, the dream of raising
our own flag on our soil inspired people. We
have come a long way since then. However,
for today’s fast-paced society, an event that
took place more than seven decades ago
may appear to be a thing of antiquity. Today,
young people may find Gandhiji, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose or Bhagat Singh as
characters of a distant past cloistered in his-
tory books. If they do so, it is not their fault.
We are at fault, as we failed to narrate the
story of how India won against the mighti-
est colonial power with non-violence and
set a precedent for others to emulate. We
must ensure that the people of India, espe-
cially the young minds, learn about the glo-
rious past to feel proud of their nation.

Har Ghar Tiranga is aimed to achieve this
larger goal. The government plans to take
the campaign to virtually every home. The
amendment of the Flag Code has paved the
way for turning the excitement of the Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign into a mass move-
ment. Now, we can rightfully place our claim
on our national flag. In this process, we
would not only be remembering the contri-
bution of Patel and Ambedkar to nation-
building but also developing a curiosity
about Pingali Venkayya.

The writer is a former MP and National
Secretary, BJP
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FAILED HJACKING

THE FOUR-HOUR HIJACKING of an Indian
Airlines Boeing ended uneventfully at
Amritsar’s Rajasansi airport with the hijacker,
Gurbax Singh Majitia, surrendering to the
police. The hijacker released the 126 passen-
gers and three infants soon. He had de-
manded to meet the president of the domi-
nant Akali group, Harchand Singh Longowal,
and the militant Sikh leader, Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale.

ANOTHER MAGSAYSAY
INDIAN CONSERVATIONIST CHANDI Prasad

Bhatt has been named winner of the 1982
Ramon Magsaysay Award for community
leadership, the award foundation
announced. The Magsaysay Foundation
said Bhatt, 48, was selected for inspiring
and guiding a Himalayan environmental
movement called Chipko Andolan. He is
the second Indian in a week to win a
Magsaysay prize.

NARAIN SINGH DIES

TRIBHUVAN NARAIN SINGH (78), a veteran
freedom fighter, parliamentarian and former
Governor of West Bengal died of heart fail-
ure. Singh, a former Chief Minister of Uttar

New Delhi

Pradesh, died at the PG Hospital in Varanasi.

BONDED LABOUR

IN THEIR SURVEY reports to the Supreme
Court, the assistant collectors of Rewa and
Satna have confirmed the facts about kesari
daland its nexus with bonded labour, which
the government of India has been denying
in Parliament and the government of
Madhya Pradesh has been suppressing. The
fact is that the government of Madhya
Pradesh has not issued any notification
which says how agricultural labour should
be paid. It has only fixed the minimum wage,
which is Rs 7 aday, and is not being paid.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Previous crises in Taiwan have been managed back into uneasy equilibrium. That
is the best-case scenario now and one available if an unfashionable taste for the

status quo can prevail.”

—THEGUARDIAN

Breathing LiFE into it

Concept of ‘Lifestyle for the Environment’ enunciated by PM Modi harnesses the power of individual
and collective action across the world to address the climate crisis

PARAMESWARAN [YER

INTHE MIDST of a global climate crisis, and
as India gets closer to hosting the G20 pres-
idency, it is important to recognise our
country’s leadership at both ends of the cli-
mate debate: By walking the talk on our cli-
mate commitments as well as leading peo-
ple-powered climate action. In November
2021, at the CoP 26 in Glasgow, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in addition to an-
nouncing the panchamrit, or five climate-
related commitments of the country, also
articulated the concept of “Lifestyle for the
Environment” (LiFE) — advocating for
“mindful and deliberate utilisation” by peo-
ple worldwide, instead of “mindful and
wasteful consumption”.

There is unequivocal evidence that the
Earth’s temperature is rising exponentially,
with multiple threats around the world. It
has been estimated that the global econ-
omy could lose up to 18 per cent of GDP, and
India could lose $6 trillion by 2050 if no cli-
mate action is taken. In India alone, more
than 50 per cent of our largely rural work-
force will be negatively affected by climate
change. Food and water security are already
threatened across the world due to the cli-
mate crisis. Clearly, climate change can no
longer be an after-thought to the global de-
velopment agenda.

Over the last two decades, many coun-
tries have attempted policies and actions to
address climate change. However, the pos-
itive impact that individual and community
behaviours can have on climate action has
remained under realised. According to the
United Nation Environment Programme
(UNEP), if one billion people out of the
global population of close to eight billion
adopt eco-friendly behaviours in their daily
lives, global carbon emissions could drop
by approximately 20 per cent. Such eco-
friendly behaviours include turning off ACs,
heaters and lights when not in use, as this,
for instance, can conserve up to 282 kilo-
watts of electricity per day. Avoiding food
wastage can reduce an individual’s carbon
footprint by 370 kg per year. Reducing one
flight trip per year can reduce per capita car-
bon emissions by 700 to 2,800 kg.

Individual behaviour, therefore, has
enormous potential to make a significant
dentin the climate conundrum. There is an
urgent need for individuals to transcend ge-
ographical, social and economic bound-
aries, and come together as a global com-
munity to tackle the climate crisis. India can
lead the global climate debate by nudging
the world towards a new model of sustain-
able and inclusive development through
the Lifestyle for the Environment (LiFE)
movement.

LiFE was launched on June 5, 2022,
World Environment Day, by PM Modji, with
avision of harnessing the power of individ-
ual and collective action across the world
to address the climate crisis. The objective
of the movement is to nudge individuals
and communities to adopt simple and spe-
cific climate-friendly behaviours in their
daily lifestyles. For instance, an individual

can carry a reusable cloth bag instead of a
plastic bag; or walk short distances instead
of driving; or turn off electrical appliances
from the sources when not in use; or pri-
oritise public transport wherever possible
and take other similar actions. By making
such daily actions an integral part of our col-
lective social norms, LiFE aims to activate a
global community of “Pro Planet People”
and steer the world towards a sustainable
model of development.

There are already precedents of pro-
planet initiatives around the world. For ex-
ample, Denmark promotes the use of bicy-
cles by limiting parking within the city
centre and providing exclusive bike lanes.
Japan has its unique “walk-to-school” man-
date, which has been in practice since the
early 1950s. There are other examples of
how people can practice sustainable
lifestyles. LiFE, however, is planned as a first-
of-its-kind global movement, led by Indiain
partnership with other countries, that will
provide the world with a unique people-
powered platform to relentlessly focus on
bringing individual and collective actions to
the core of the climate action narrative.

In many ways, Prime Minister Modi’s
LiFE movement can become a tipping point
in the climate crisis debate, compelling the
world to:

Consume responsibly: Sustainable liv-
ing and comfortable living are mistakenly
perceived to be competitors. The prevailing
perception that climate-friendly behaviour
necessarily implies a frugal lifestyle has
played a major role in preventing popula-
tions worldwide from adopting a sustain-
able lifestyle. LiFE plans to methodically
break down this mental model by nudging
the world to consume responsibly, rather
than consuming less. Building on the
unique insights from India’s recent jan an-
dolans such as the Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM), LIFE will deploy a range of tested be-
havioural techniques, including nudges, so-
cial and behaviour change communication
and norm influencing to make mindful con-

There are already precedents
of pro-planet initiatives
around the world. For
example, Denmark promotes
the use of bicycles by limiting
parking within the city centre
and providing exclusive bike
lanes. Japan has its unique
‘walk-to-school’ mandate,
which has been in practice
since the early 1950s. There
are other examples of how
people can practice
sustainable lifestyles. LiFE,
however, is planned as a first-
of-its-kind global movement,
led by India in partnership
with other countries, that
will provide the world with a
unique people-powered
platform to relentlessly focus
on bringing individual and
collective actions to the core
of the climate action
narrative.

CR Sasikumar

sumption a mass movement.

Produce responsibly: Our society reflects
our markets and vice versa. If sustainable
choices are not supported from the supply-
side, any change in our consumption pat-
terns will only be temporary. While policies
and regulations can incentivise the sustain-
ability market to a limited extent, a long-
term and stable shift in what and how the
market supplies will have to be triggered by
what the consumers demand. By nudging
the consumption patterns of the society at
scale, LiFE can also trigger a huge boost for
the sustainability market. Several green in-
dustries and a large number of jobs are likely
tobeinitiated as a positive externality of LiFE.

Live responsibly: The Covid pandemicis
a wake-up call to all of us that no matter
how much technological progress we make
as a global society, we all remain at the
mercy of the natural world. As a global com-
munity of people with a shared natural
world, a threat to one is a threat to all. In this
context, through its multi-dimensional,
multi-cultural and global approach, the LiFE
movement can play a pivotal role in not
merely reversing the effects of climate
change but, at a broader level, mainstream
a harmonious and mindful way of living —
a staple of Indian culture and tradition,
practised by its people over centuries.

As the world moves in fits and starts to-
wards its shared commitment to achieve am-
bitious climate goals, the time is ripe for India
to lead the LiFE movement and mainstream
itinto the climate narrative. We will soon
complete 75 years of Independence to move
into an era of atmanirbhartha. Further, by
December, India will assume the presidency
of the G20 — a group that covers 60 per cent
of the global population, 80 per cent of the
global GDP and 75 per cent of global exports.
This puts us in a pole position to shape the
global development model. LiFE could ar-
guably become the very heart of that model.

The writer is CEO Niti Aayog.
Views are personal

Playing it safe

Balance sheets have improved but banks are unlikely to fund investments

RAJESWARI SENGUPTA

THE RBI'S LATEST Financial Stability Report
(FSR) has given the banking system a reason-
ably clean bill of health. It’s a significant
achievement, considering the stress of the
previous decade, the shock of the pandemic
and the associated slowdown of the economy.
However, the improvement in banks’ finan-
cials is a glass half-full picture. Itis still unclear
whether the banking system is healthy
enough to provide the sustained credit growth
needed for a strong economic recovery.

Two key indicators demonstrate the bank-
ing system’s progress. Successive waves of re-
capitalisation have given banks enough re-
sources to write off most of their bad loans. As
aresult, they have been able to bring down
their gross NPAs (non-performing loans) from
11 per cent of total advances in 2017-18 to 5.9
per centin2021-22.NPAs for industrial credit
have been reduced even more dramatically,
from 23 per cent to 8.4 per cent. Even after
these large write-offs, most banks retain com-
fortable levels of capital.

This financial turnaround has given banks
the space to resume their business of extend-
ing credit. During the decade when banks
were under stress, non-food bank credit
growth had been declining, reaching just 6 per
cent in 2020, its lowest point in six decades.
Since then, credit growth has nearly doubled.

These are the visible signs of a healthier
banking system. However, the broad aggre-
gates conceal a worrisome picture, raising
questions about the role bank credit will play

in supporting GDP growth. The problem is
that very little of this credit is going to large-
scale industry or for financing investment.

Consider first the sectoral distribution of
credit. Over the last decade, banks have in-
creasingly shifted away from providing credit
toindustry, favouring instead lending to con-
sumers. Consequently, the share of industry
in total banking credit has declined from 43
per cent in 2010 to 30 per cent in 2020, while
that of consumer loans has increased from 19
per cent to 29 per cent. This trend is continu-
ing — in the year ending March 2022, con-
sumer loans grew at 13 per cent, whereas
loans to industry grew at just 8 per cent.

Bulk of the industry loans has been ex-
tended to the smaller firms (MSMEs), which
benefitted from the credit guarantee scheme
offered by the government in the wake of the
pandemic. Loan growth for MSMEs went up
from 3 per centin 2020to 31 per centin 2022.
In contrast, lending to large industries has
been stagnant in nominal terms during the
last two years, implying that it has declined
sharply inreal terms.

Arelated problem is that there has been
little lending for private sector investment.
Over the last one year, bank lending to infra-
structure has grown by 9 per cent, up from 3
per cent in 2020, but this was fuelled mainly
by public sector capital expenditure.
Meanwhile, much of the lending to private in-
dustry has been in the form of working capi-
tal loans, necessitated by the increase in com-

modity prices, which hasled toa sharprisein
the cost of holding inventories.

Why is there solittle lending for investment
by large firms? Both demand and supply side
factors seem to be at work. On the demand
side, private sector investment has been slug-
gish for nearly adecade. The boom-and-bust of
the mid-2000s had saddled firms with excess
capacity, giving them little reason to expand
their production facilities. In addition, the
global financial crisis had shown the dangers
of ambitious expansion supported by exces-
sive borrowing, leading firms to conclude that
it would be prudent to scale back their plans
and instead focus on reducing their debts.

On the supply side, banks have learned
similar lessons. During the period 2004-
20009, rapid GDP growth in the Indian econ-
omy was fuelled by an unprecedented lend-
ing boom. Credit doubled within the span of
afew years, primarily on the back of lending
tolarge infrastructure projects. Subsequently,
many of those loans turned bad, leading to
high levels of NPAs on bank balance sheets.
Asaresult of these financial problems, banks
for a decade were unable to extend much in
the way of credit. Even when their health im-
proved, they remained wary of lending to
large-scale industrial projects, preferring in-
stead to shift to smaller-scale and less risky
consumer lending.

This situation of risk aversion on the part
of firms and banks has not changed percepti-
bly during the post pandemic recovery.

Onthe positive side, firms seem to have fi-
nally used up much of their spare capacity. But
on the negative side, the fundamental prob-
lems that led to the difficulties of the past
decade still have not been resolved. There is
still no framework that will reduce the risk of
private sector investment in infrastructure,
certainly not in the critical and highly trou-
bled power sector. Nor is there any reassur-
ance for the banks thatif problems do develop,
they can be resolved expeditiously, since the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code has been
plagued by delays and other problems. Now,
heightened global macroeconomic uncer-
tainty, growing geopolitical tensions and un-
certain recovery prospects of the domestic
economy are likely to make matters worse.

In other words, a healthy balance sheet of
the banking sector is a necessary but notasuf-
ficient condition for economic growth. The
important question is whether banks and
firms will once again be willing to take on the
risk of investment in industry and infrastruc-
ture. And this seems unlikely unless there are
deep structural reforms — to the infrastruc-
ture framework, the resolution process, and
indeed, in the risk management processes at
the banks themselves. In the event that these
reforms do not materialise, there may con-
tinue to be shortfalls in credit, investment, and
ultimately in economic recovery and growth.

The writer is Associate Professor
of Economics, IGIDR

The fear of
debate

Parliament has become a victim of BJP's high-
handedness, MPs are now suspended for
merely raising issues of public interest

SANDEEP PATHAK

Singh had given a notice under Rule
267 to set aside the Upper House's listed
business of the day to discuss the issue.
But he did not receive any answer. In fact,
the chair of the Rajya Sabha hasn’t ap-
proved a single notice under Rule 267
since he assumed his ex-officio position.

An MP can be suspended if the chair
has a good enough reason to warrant

PARTICIPATION, REPRESENTATION, DI-
VERSITY, transparency and accountabil-
ity are the bulwarks of democracy. They
are embodied in Parliament, the highest
and the most powerful panchayat in the
country. It's a platform where represen-
tatives of different castes, classes, reli-
gions and regions debate, discuss and de-
liberate upon the burning issues faced by
the nation. But the prestige of this institu-
tion diminishes every time a member is
suspended from the House.

An MP represents an average of 16.5
lakh citizens. Every time an MP is sus-
pended, the voice of 16.5 lakh citizens is-
n't heard in Parliament for the period of
suspension. Last week, 23 Rajya Sabha MPs
and four Lok Sabha MPs representing dif-
ferent opposition parties were suspended
by the two chairs of the Houses. In other
words, almost 4.5 crore Indians were not
represented in parliamentary debates. Is
wanting a debate on inflation, GST hikes,
and misgovernance — issues that concern
the common person — a crime?

Among those suspended include Aam
Aadmi Party Rajya Sabha MPs, Sanjay
Singh, Sushil Gupta and this writer, and
Independent MP Ajit Bhuyan. Singh and
Guptarepresent Delhi in the Rajya Sabha,
this writer represents Punjab while
Bhuyan is from Assam. AAP has three MPs
from Delhi and seven from Punjab and
the party is among the sharpest critics of
the government. Along with other oppo-
sition parties, it has demanded a debate
on GST hike, inflation, and deaths due to
consumption of spurious liquor in
Gujarat. But the Opposition’s voice was
not heard. The MPs from opposition par-
ties entered the “well” of the House in the
hope that with the cameras focusing on
them, they would be heard. But that was
not to be. After suspending 19 MPs for a
week, the Rajya Sabha chairperson sus-
pended AAP’s Sanjay Singh, describing
his demand for a debate over the Gujarat
government’s failures as “unruly behav-
iour”. The next day Sushil Gupta, Ajit
Bhuyan and this writer were suspended,
again for “unruly behaviour”.

Itis an MP’s job to raise “fundamental
issues” that affect the people — deaths
due to spurious liquor, for instance. And,
it is the government’s job to answer.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah — both of whom are
from Gujarat — should have joined the
debate and answered queries on how the
liquor tragedy happened in Gujarat de-
spite it being a dry state.

such an action. The question is: Did the
MPs do anything “uncommon”? Not re-
ally. Our Parliament has a culture of
Opposition MPs entering the well of the
House when the party in power does not
hear them out. That is perhaps the only
effective method of dissent inside the
House. The moment an Opposition MP
raises their voice, the mike is turned off
and the frame of the broadcast is shifted
to the Speaker or the ruling party MPs sit-
ting “decently”, to build a perception of
drama. Left with no choice, the MP has to
enter the well of the House to let the cit-
izens know that he did try.

Historically, MPs have raised slogans
and displayed placards. The BJP has had a
history of protests and disrupting parlia-
ment sessions while in Opposition. In 2010,
when the 2G and CWG scam controversies
wererife, the party protested session after
session. Its then Leader of Opposition, the
late Sushma Swaraj said, “it is the govern-
ment's job to run Parliament, not that of
the Opposition”. She had also famously re-
marked, “Not allowing Parliament to func-
tion is also a form of democracy, like any
other form.” But in office, the current BJP
seems very different from the party of the
late Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a parliamentar-
ian extraordinaire and a polished orator. It
avoids debate.

The Lok Sabha, as of July 22, has a pro-
ductivity of 15 per cent and the Rajya
Sabha 23 per cent, as per PRS data. The
government uses this data to spin the
narrative of the Opposition not letting the
House run. But actually, it uses any op-
portunity to avoid debate. Every time the
chair suspends the business of the House,
the government gets a chance to deflect
the questions of the Opposition.

What we are witnessing today is the
BJP’s fear of transparency, disregard for
accountability and short-sightedness to
diversity. By avoiding debate, the BJP gov-
ernment seems to be showing disrespect
to the public. By adjourning Parliament
under the ruse of “ruckus” by the
Opposition, the party in office is running
away from answering critical questions.
The BJP might believe that running
Parliament with brute force is an easy way
out, but the party is damaging democracy.
The practice of suppressing the voice of
the Opposition by suspension must stop.
The government must let Parliament do
what it is meant to do: Debate and hold
the government to account.

The writer is a AAP Member of Rajya
Sabha from Punjab

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘WHAT COMES NEXT?

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Pelosi
queers pitch’ (IE, August 4). The recent
visit to Taiwan made by US House
Speaker, Nancy Pelosi, has added new
strategic dimensions to northeast Asia.
Pelosi's tripis adirect challenge to the au-
thority of XiJinping. Taiwan could face se-
rious threats in the days ahead, especially
if Beijing decides to move against Taiwan-
controlled islands like Kinmen and
Matsu. China should be aware of the out-
come of anattack on Taiwan seeing what
the Russian invasion of Ukraine has led
to.Also, Taiwan'’s vast, cutting-edge semi-
conductor industryisits best defence to-
day. An attack on Taiwan would result in
serious global industrial disruption and
turn global opinion against China. India
too, facing Chinese aggression, has been
cautious while developing ties with
Taiwan. With China’s growing aggression,
astrategic partnership between Indiaand
Taiwan needs to be explored.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

FAULTY SYSTEM

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Who failed
Bengal's students?’ ( IE, August 4).
Discussions about the corruption, polit-
ical violence or the erosion of demo-
craticnorms in West Bengal's education
system reference to the Left Front gov-
ernment’s complicity. Such analysis mit-
igates the TMC regime’s culpability.
Because of Mamata Banerjee’s relent-
less drive for an Opposition-free state,
colleges and universities all over West
Bengal have only one studentbody since
2011: The Trinamool Chhatra Parishad.
This makes for a faulty system that en-
ables malgovernance. It is clear that

Mamata Banerjee's government has
been involved in every scam that has
plagued West Bengal since 2011. [t must
be held accountable.

Susobhan Sarkar, Kolkata

IN PUBLIC INTEREST

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘No
cheers for Delhi’ (IE, August 2). The
rolling back of the new liquor policy by
the Delhi government following star-
tling disclosures of illegal commissions
is a welcome move towards course
correction. Castigating the govern-
ment on grounds that it would lead to
losses for private vendors isn’t correct,
especially when there were several
chinks in its earlier policy. The move
should be hailed as one taken in larger
public interest.

Ravi Mathur, Noida

‘WHAT WE NEED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Crops of
last resort’ (IE, August 4). While con-
fronting the challenges in production
of pulses, one should not forget the ne-
cessity and advantages of pulses.
Farmers resorting to alternatives for
more remunerative prices is under-
standable, but also worrying. Farmers
opting for short-duration pulses need
urgent policy intervention towards de-
prived kharid crops so as to encourage
its growth. Lack of awareness on crop
management and technological con-
straints affect the pulse production.
The pulses sector needs a long-term
policy that includes production, pro-
cessing, consumption and trade.
Roshnal Sunila Parichha, Navi Mumbai

New Delhi
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Rishi Sunak got 26%
vote while Truss got
58%. Reuters

UK

Second survey
shows Truss
ahead of Sunak

London: A new survey of
members of the govern-
ing Conservative Party
shows Foreign Secretary
Liz Trussis firmly ahead of
rival Rishi Sunak in the
race to replace Boris
Johnson as the British
Prime Minister. The sur-
vey on Wednesday night
by the ConservativeHome
website found that 58 per
cent of those polled back
Truss. Sunak was found to
have the support of 26 per
cent, while 12 per cent
were undecided. Sunak
on thursday said the
country’s next govern-
ment must deal with in-
flation rather than risk ex-
acerbating it. “The Bank
has acted today and it is
imperative thatany future
government grips infla-
tion, not exacerbates it,"
Sunaksaid. AGENCIES

NEPAL
General elections
tobeheldon
November20

Kathmandu: Nepal will
hold general electionsina
single phase on November
20 as proposed by the
Election Commission, a
Cabinet meeting headed
by Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba decided
on Thursday, putting an
end to speculation that
polls could be postponed
to February. The ruling
coalition government an-
nounced the dates for
polls for the House of
Representatives and the
Provincial Assembly elec-
tions. As per the latest an-
nouncement, both the
elections will be held on
November 20 in a single
phase. PTI

SOUTH AFRICA
1stdeath causally
linked to Covid

vaccine reported

Johannesburg:  South
Africa’s health regulator
reported on Thursday a
causal link between the
death of anindividual and
Johnson & Johnson’s
Covid-19 vaccine, the first
time such a direct link has
been made in the country.
The person presented with
rare neurological disorder
Guillain-Barre Syndrome
soon after being given J&J's
vaccine, after which the
personwas putonaventi-
lator and later died, scien-
tists said. “At the time of ill-
ness, noother cause for the
syndrome could beidenti-
fied,” Professor Hannelie
Meyer said. The person’s
age and other details were
notdisclosed. REUTERS

COUNTRY IS SPENDING BILLIONS TO REVITALISE DOMESTIC PRODUCTION

Japan once led the world in microchips, now it’s racing to

BENDOOLEY
& HISAKOUENO
TOKYO, AUGUST 4

IT WAS the spring of 2021, and
demand for new cars was spik-
ing. But, as consumers, flush
with savings amassed during the
pandemic, rushed to dealerships
around the world, one Japanese
automaker after another idled
production as they waited for
imports of a critical component:
semiconductors.

Coronavirus outbreaks had
shut down chip plants, and an
unanticipated surge in demand

PLA MILITARY DRILLS AFTER PELOSI VISIT TO TAIPEI

Furious China fires missiles into waters
off Taiwan coast, some land near Japan

Taiwan says action irresponsible, asks China to exercise restrain; drills to run through Sunday

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KEELUNG, AUGUST 4

CHINA CONDUCTED *“precision
missile strikes” Thursday in the
Taiwan Strait and in the waters
offthe eastern coast of Taiwan as
part of military exercises that
have raised tensions in the region
to their highest level in decades.
China earlier announced that
military exercises by its navy, air
force and other departments
were underway in six zones sur-
rounding Taiwan, which Beijing
claims as its own territory to be
annexed by force if necessary.
Five of the missiles fired by
Chinalanded in Japan’s Exclusive
EconomicZone off Hateruma, an
island far south of Japan’s main is-
lands, Japanese Defence Minister
Nobuo Kishi said. He said Japan
protested the missile landings to
China as “serious threats to
Japan’s national security and the
safety of the Japanese people.”
China fired long-range explo-
sive projectiles, the Eastern
Theater Command of the People’s
Liberation Army, the rulin
Communist Party’s military wing,
said.Italso said it carried out mul-
tiple conventional missile
launches in three areas in the
eastern waters off Taiwan. “All
missiles hit the target accurately,”
the Eastern Theater said .
Taiwan’s Defence Ministry
said it tracked the firing of Chinese
Dongfeng series missiles begin-
ningaround 1.56 p.m. Thursday. It
later said it counted 11 Dongfeng
missilesin the watersin the north,
eastand south. The ministry said
itscrambled jets to warn away 22
Chinese fighter aircraft that
crossed the Taiwan Strait median
line into its air defence zone, and
said troops fired flares late on
Thursday to drive away four
drones above Kinmen islands.
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-
wen criticised the drills saying
China “destroyed the status quo
and violated our sovereignty”
with its “irresponsible actions.”
She urged China tobe “reasonable
and restrained.” “We are calmand
notimpulsive, reasonable and not
provocative. But we will also be
firmand notback down, she said.

Footage of a missile being launched from an unspecified location in China on Thursday. AP

To Ban CoAL MINE

AUSTRALIA TO PROTECT BARRIER REEF

Australia’s new government announced on Thursday it plans to prevent devel-
opment of a coal mine due to the potential impact on the nearby Great Barrier
Reef UNESCO is considering downgrading the Great Barrier Reef’s World
Heritage status mainly because rising ocean temperatures are killing coral.

CHINAMILITARY
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Russia sentences Griner
to 9 years in jail, Biden
says it’s unacceptable

REUTERS
KHIMKI, AUGUST 4

A RUSSIAN court sentenced US
basketball star Brittney Griner to
nine years in prison on Thursday
after finding her guilty of delib-
erately bringing cannabis-in-
fused vape cartridges into Russia,
aruling that US President Joe
Biden called “unacceptable.”
Griner was escorted out of
the courtroom in handcuffs by
police after the ruling, turning to
reporters and saying: “I love my
family”. Griner, a two-time
Olympic gold medallist and a
Women's National Basketball
Association (WNBA) star, was ar-
rested in mid-February as shear-
rived to play for a Russian side
during the WNBA offseason.
Her sentencing could now
pave the way for a US.-Russia

for electronics from people rid-
ing out the pandemic at home
had constrained supplies. Nissan
alone predicted a cut in output
of half a million vehicles.

The chip shortfall — a blow to
“the head” of Japan’s economy, in
the words of Yoshihiro Seki, alaw-
maker who leads a study group
on semiconductors — woke up
the country to the fragility of the
supply chains that undergird its
most important industries.

That has driven a broad re-
consideration of how Japan can
protect its economy, the world’s
third largest, against both un-
foreseen economic shocks like

UsS
basketball
star Brittney
Griner. AP

prisoner swap that would in-
clude the 31-year-old athlete
and animprisoned Russian who
was once a prolific arms dealer.
Before the verdict, she tear-
fully pleaded with a Russian
judge not to “end her life” with a
harsh prison sentence. The court
also fined her 1 million roubles.
Biden called on Russia to re-
lease Griner and said his admin-
istration would continue to work
for her release. “It’s unaccept-
able, and I call on Russia to re-
lease her immediately.”
Griner's lawyers said they
would appeal the verdict.

the pandemic and looming risks
like the rising tensions between
the United States and China.

The reconsideration covers
anarray of sectors, including en-
ergy, but semiconductors are
among the top concerns. To in-
crease production, the Japanese
government is investing billions
of dollars in its domestic chip in-
dustry and providing enormous
subsidies for joint ventures with
companies from Taiwan, a cru-
cial semiconductor supplier,and
from the United States.

In a break with its past eco-
nomic nationalism, it is also
seeking to form a coalition with

meeting with Japanin
Cambodia after G7
Taiwan statement

Monkeypox: US
to declare health
emergency

THENEW YORK TIMES
AUGUST 4

AS MONKEYPOX continues to
surge in the US, the Biden ad-
ministration plans to declare a
public health emergency, per-
haps as soon as Thursday, ac-
cording to a federal official famil-
iar with the discussions.

The declaration would signal
thatthe outbreak now represents
a threat to Americans and set in
motion a variety of measures de-
vised to turn the tide. It would give
federal agencies the power to ex-
pedite vaccines and drugs, to ac-
cess funding and to hire additional
workers to help manage the out-
break, which began in May. The
WHO declared a global health
emergency on July 23. As of
Wednesday, the US had recorded
7000 cases, with the highest rates
per capita in Washington, New
York and Georgia.

Pelosi vows support to
denuclearise N Korea

REUTERS
SEOUL, AUGUST 4

US HOUSE of Representatives
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and her
South Korean counterpart
vowed on Thursday to support
deterrence against North Korea
and achieve its denuclearisation.

“Both sides expressed con-
cerns about the dire situation of
North Korea’s growing threat,”
Pelosi and South Korea’s
National Assembly Speaker Kim
Jin-pyo said in a joint statement
after meeting in Seoul.

“We agreed to support the ef-
forts of the two governments to
achieve practical denuclearisa-
tion and peace through interna-
tional cooperation and diplo-
matic dialogue, based on the
strong and extended deterrence
against the North.” Pelosi also
said she and Kim discussed ways
toboost cooperation onregional
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= @ stake for Xi
PRESIDENT XI has more

than propaganda points at
stake. Over the past eight
years he has overhauled
the PLA, accelerating its
transition to an array of
advanced forces capable of
projecting Chinese power,
including over Taiwan. The
drills could provide his
commanders with experi-
ence in joint operations of
air and rocket forces
around the island.

security and economic and cli-
mate issues. Pelosi arrived in
South Korea late on Wednesday
following a brief stopin self-ruled
Taiwan to the fury of China.

KILLING OF ZAWAHIRI

US drone strike
raises questions
over likely Pak role

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 4

THE US drone strike that killed
Ayman al-Zawahiri has raised
questions over Pakistan’s possible
role in the raid amid reports sug-
gesting that the country’s airspace
could have been used for carrying
out the precision strike on the al-
Qaeda chief’s safe house in Kabul.
The attack hasled to speculation if
Pakistani airspace was used by the
CIA drone to attack Zawahiri.

“A US drone flew into
Afghanistan from the direction
of the Gulf region - assuming
Pak hasn’t given bases yet (un-
less this govt has done so
covertly) - but flew over which
country’s airspace? Iran does
not give any airspace rights to
US so was Pak airspace used?”
senior Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Shireen Mazari
tweeted after some media re-
ports that the US drone was
possibly launched from an air-
base in Kyrgyzstan.

Reports claim that the attack
was launched from Ganci
Airbase, a US transit facility at
Manas in northern Kyrgyzstan.
The Biden administration, how-
ever, is still refusing to disclose
where the drone take-off from
and what route it used.

Michael Kugelman, a
scholar of South Asian affairs
at the Wilson Center,
Washington, said that the

Ayman
al-Zawahiri
was killed in
Kabul

UNAWARE OF ZAWAHIRI
PRESENCE: TALIBAN

Kabul: The Taliban on
Thursday said the govern-
ment had no information
about al-Qaeda leader
Ayman al-Zawahiri "en-
tering and living" in Kabul
and warned the US to
never repeat an attack on
Afghan soil. "The govern-
ment and the leadership
wasn'’t aware of what is
being claimed, nor any
trace there,” Suhail
Shaheen, the designated
Taliban representative to
theUNsaid. REUTERS

drone strike has generated
“lots of discussion”. “The geog-
raphy doesn't lie. If this drone
was launched from a US base
in the Gulf, it wouldn't be able
to fly over Iran. Flying over
Central Asia is circuitous and
hard to pull off if you're under-
taking a rapid operation. This
leaves Pakistani airspace as the
most desirable option," he said.

Pak enslaved by IMF; economy
dependent on lender: Shehbaz

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 4

PAKISTAN PRIME Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
lamented that the cash-strapped
country was “economically en-
slaved” by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) even after
75 years of independence.
“What have we done since
our independence in the last 75
years when we are economically
enslaved by the IMF?” the Prime
Minister questioned during his
visit to a flood-affected area in
Peshawar city of Khyber

Ukraine warns of new Russian offensive;

Sweden, Finland edge close to NATO seat

REUTERS
KYIV/WASHINGTON, AUGUST 4

UKRAINE SAID Russia had started
creating a military strike force
aimed at President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’s hometown of Kryvyi
Rih, while NATO moved closer to
its most significant expansion in
decades as the alliance responds
to the invasion of Ukraine.

The US Senate and the Italian
Parliament both approved on
Wednesday Finland and
Sweden’s accession to the 30-
member North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO). Under
NATO membership, which must
be ratified by all 30 member
states, an attack on one member
is an attack against all.

“This historic vote sends an
important signal of the sus-
tained, bipartisan US commit-
ment to NATO, and to ensuring
our Alliance is prepared to meet
the challenges of today and to-

The Taiwanese company TSMC makes more than 90 % of the
world’s most advanced semi-conductor chips. NYT

allies such as the US and the EU
to build a semiconductor supply

chain that is less geographically
concentrated and so better insu-

Russian shelling in Mykolaiv, Ukraine, on Wednesday. AP

morrow,” US President Joe Biden
said in a statement.

Zelenskyy this week de-
scribed the pressure his armed
forces were under in the Donbas
region in eastern Ukraine as
“Hell”. He spoke of fierce fight-
ing around the town of Avdiivka
and the fortified village of Pisky,
where Kyiv has acknowledged

lated from disasters and geopo-
litical instability. “The erawhere
the world is at peace and it does-
n’'t matter who supplies our
semiconductors is over,” said
Kazumi Nishikawa, a director at
Japan’s Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry, or METL
For both Japan, once the
world’s largest chipmaker, and
the United States, the birthplace
of the semiconductor, adecades-
long erosion of their chipmaking
capacities has left them playing
catch-up. Last week, Congress
passed a huge industrial policy
bill that included $52 billion in
subsidies and incentives to revi-

New Delhi

its Russian foe's "partial success"
inrecent days.

The Ukrainian military said
on Thursday Russian forces had
mounted at least two assaultson
Pisky but that its troops had
managed to repel them. Some
unverified reports suggest that
Russian-backed forces have
reached Pisky's outskirts.

catch up

talize the U.S. chip industry.
The new efforts are seen in
both countries as critical to eco-
nomic and national security as
China expands its share of the
chip market and takes an in-
creasingly aggressive stance to-
ward Taiwan that raises the risk
of disruptions to the flow of
chips made there.Last month,
Japan’s government also an-
nounced that it would provide
nearly $690 million to a joint
venture between Kioxia, a
Japanese company, and the
American firm Western Digital
to upgrade a chip facility in the
western region of Kansai. NYT

Pakhtunkhwa province.

The new government has
slashed a raft of subsidies to
meet the demands of global fi-
nancial institutions, but risks the
wrath of an electorate already
struggling under the weight of
double-digit inflation.

Elections likely by Oct

Pakistan’s election commission
is preparing to hold general elec-
tions by October, one year ahead
of schedule, according to a me-
diareport on Thursday. The ECof
Pakistan has completed the work
of delimitation of constituencies
The Express Tribune reported.

US probes claims
of turban seizure
of 50 Sikh
migrants along
Mexican border

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 4

THE US authorities are investi-
gating claims of human rights
activists that turbans of nearly
50 Sikh asylum seekers were
confiscated after they were de-
tained along the Mexican border,
according to media reports.

According to human rights
activists, nearly 50 Sikh migrants
have had their religious head-
gear taken away by Border Patrol
agents recently. “We take allega-
tions of this nature seriously,”
Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) Commissioner Chris
Magnus said in a statement to
ABC News on Wednesday.

Magnus said the agency im-
mediately began taking steps to
address the allegations, which
were raised in June.

“Our expectation is that CBP
treats all migrants we encounter
withrespect. Aninternal investi-
gation has been opened to ad-
dress this matter,” he said.

Earlier this week, the
American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) wrote to the CBP
Commissioner, urging officials to
stop confiscating turbans of Sikh
asylum-seekers. “We write to in-
form you of ongoing, serious re-
ligious-freedom violations in the
Yuma Border Patrol Sector,
where your agents are confiscat-
ing turbans from Sikh individu-
als during asylum processing,”
ACLU wrote.

However, the letter did not
mention the nationalities of the
Sikh migrants. Lawyer Vanessa
Pineda, of the ACLU of Arizona,
told the BBC that no proper ex-
planation has been given about
what - if any - security concerns
aturban could raise.
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Ukraine’s first grain shipment since war began: why it matters

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

ON MONDAY, a Sierra Leone-registered ship,
Razoni, carrying 26,527 tonnes of corn (maize)
set sail from Ukraine’s Odesa port. This was the
first time since Russia’s invasion on February 24
that any vessel with Ukrainian grain had de-
parted fromits ports on the Black Sea. The bulk
carrier, destined for Tripoli, passed through a
specially-cleared “safe humanitarian maritime
corridor” near Ukraine’s ports on the Black Sea,
whose waters it had mined in order to protect
against amphibious attacks by Russia.

How significant a milestone is this
shipment, beyond symbolic value?

The M/V Razoni, which anchored near the
Bosphorus entrance off Turkey’s coast on
Tuesday and was cleared for its onward jour-
ney after inspection, is the first ship under a
United Nations-backed agreement enabling
resumption of Ukrainian farm produce exports
throughits Black Sea ports. The so-called Black
Sea Grain Initiative — involving signing of sep-
arate accords by Russia and Ukraine with the
UN and Turkey on July 22 — provides for ex-
ports from three ports: Odesa, Chornomorsk
and Yuzhny (to the south and northeast of
Odesarespectively).

Under the deal, the ships are to be guided
by Ukraine’s navy to avoid mined areas. They
will then proceed to the Bosphorus along an
agreed corridor and, from there, to various
ports of the world. The ships are to be inspected
— to ensure only commercial foodstuffs and
fertiliser are carried — by a Joint Coordination
Centre set up in Istanbul with representatives
of the UN, Ukraine, Russia and Turkey.

Obviously, the higher the number of suc-
cessful voyages, the more the confidence of ex-
porters, importers, vessel owners, and insur-
ance companies indemnifying the carriersand
cargoes will increase. For now, the resumption
of maritime exports from Ukraine — there are
about 17 other ships waiting in the three des-
ignated ports with loaded grain and signed
contracts — seems to have created some opti-
mism. Since Friday, prices of wheat at the
Chicago Board of Trade commodities exchange
have fallen from $296.79 to $280.63 per tonne
and of corn from $242.61 to $232.86 per tonne.

How important is Ukraine to the global
agricultural trade?

Ukraine, before the war, was the fifth largest
exporter of wheat (after Russia, the EU,
Australia, and the US) and barley (after
Australia, the EU, Argentina,and Russia); No.4
incorn (after the US, Argentina and Brazil); No.
2inrapeseed (after Canada); and No. 1insun-
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What Axis acquisition of Citi
consumer businesses will
mean for customers, investors

of Axis, will get access to a much wider

SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI, AUGUST 4

THE COMPETITION Commission of India
last week approved Axis Bank’s acquisi-
tion of the consumer banking operations
of Citibank, NA and Citicorp Finance
(India) Ltd. The deal thus crossed another
hurdle and moved a step closer to fruition
after Axis Bank had announced its plan to
acquire Citibank’s consumer businesses
for Rs 12,325 crore in March.

network of branches across India and
thereby better service, while Axis cus-
tomers will have access to high-quality
private banking and wealth management
services through the talent pool of
Citibank.

And how will it benefit investors in
Axis Bank?

With access to high-value clientele,

wealth management business, and a size-
able high-quality credit card portfolio,

Axis Bank may witness not just a growth

What is the deal about?

The acquisition comprises Citi’s credit
cards, unsecured and secured lending
portfolios, wealth management, private
banking and retail deposit businesses. The
deal also includes the sale of Citicorp
Finance (India) Limited. Axis Bank would
acquire around 1.2 million retail cus-
tomers of Citibank India, including 40,000
wealth and private banking clients, which
would help it enhance its presence in the
highly competitive urban retail market. Its
cards balance sheet is set to grow by 57%
with an additional 2.5 million Citibank
cards, making it one of the top three cards
businesses in the country.

“Credit cards are the most sticky prod-
uct of abank and if abank has a good pres-
ence in that segment, growth is bound to
happen as one can both raise CASA from
that customer and sell lending and other
products to that customer,” the CIO of a
top mutual fund said.

As of June 2021, Citi had 2.5 million
cards and a book size of Rs 8,900 crore.
Also, monthly card spends are among the
highest for Citi cards.

initsretail operations but also arise in rev-
enue per customer on account of the en-
hanced services it can offer. Analysts say
the acquisition will enhance Axis's pres-
ence in the major cities.

“Most banks are looking to increase

their unsecured portfolio as it provides
higher yield. Through this deal, Axis Bank
is getting what other banks are chasing
and this will help improve its spread. Also
it will provide cross selling opportunities
as they will have a database of good qual-
ity customers and that will help in prof-
itability and share price rise of the bankin
the medium to long term,” the research
head of a leading brokerage firm.

However, it is not without challenges,

as all Citibank customers may not stay
back. Officials of some private banks say
several high-net-worth individual (HNI)
customers of Citibank have been ap-
proaching them.

Analysts, however, say the Axis Bank

management would have accounted for
this, and so it is not a big concern. “Axis
Bank will get to increase its retail base of
high value customers, increase its unse-

cured portfolio and a bigger customer

How will it impact the customer?
Citibank customers, who become part

base to cross-sell lending and other prod-
ucts,” said the analyst.
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The Razoni crosses the Bosphorus Strait in Turkey on Wednesday. AP

flower oil, oilcake/meal and seed.

According to the US Department of
Agriculture, Ukraine’s agricultural exports
were valued at $27.8 billion in 2021, including
sunflower oil ($6.4 billion), corn ($5.9 billion),
wheat ($5.2 billion), rapeseed ($1.7 billion),
barley ($1.3 billion), and sunflower meal ($1.2
billion). Its top three markets were the EU ($7.7
billion), China ($4.2 billion) and India ($2 bil-
lion). Exports to India largely comprised sun-
flower oil, which was valued at $1.9 billion.

Given that much of Ukraine’s trade hap-
pens through the Black Sea, the unblocking of
these routes is a big deal — both for Ukraine
and the world.

How much does Ukraine matter to India?

Indiaimported a total 21.76 lakh tonnes (1t)
of sunflower oilin 2020-21 (April-March)and
20451tin2021-22, valued at $1.96 billionand
$2.88 billion respectively. Out of this, Ukraine’s
sharewas 17401t ($1.60billion)in 2020-21 and
14.83 1t ($2.09 billion) in 2021-22. Russia and
Argentinawere adistantNo.2 and No. 3,at3.40
1t ($479.16 million) and 1.85 It ($258.66 mil-
lion) respectively in 2021-22.

Sunflower oil is India’s fourth largest con-
sumed vegetable oil (22-23 It), after palm (80-
851t), soyabean (45 It) and mustard/rapeseed
(301t). An estimated 70% of sunflower oil con-
sumptionisinthe southern states,and 10-12%

in Maharashtra. The bulk of imports, too, are
through the four southern ports of Kakinada,
Krishnapatnam, Chennai,and Mangalore, with
some tankers also coming to Kandlaand Nhava
Sheva/JNPT in the West.

How has the war impacted the sunflower
oil segment?

Before the war, nearly 2 It was being im-
ported every month into India, 70-80% of it
from Ukraine. These were mostly in bulk ves-
sels of 35,000-45,000 tonnes from Odesa and
Mariupol on the Black Sea. Following Russia’s
invasion, imports collapsed to hardly 11t,even
as landed (cost plus insurance and freight)
prices in Mumbai crossed $2,200 per tonne
from the earlier levels of $1,450-1,500.

Imports have since recovered, though, to
about 1.5 Itamonth. But about 50% of it is com-
ing from Russia, 30% from Argentina, and only
20% from Ukraine. “Russia has stepped up ex-
ports, mainly through its ports of Taman and
Rostov-on-Don on the Sea of Azov. Landed
prices have also eased to $1,500-1,550 per
tonne,” an industry official said.

Will the reopening make a difference?
Currently, Ukrainian exports are taking
place entirely by overland routes or ports in
Romania, Bulgaria, and Turkey. “Freight costs
from Odesato Indian ports pre-war were only

SiMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

$40-50 per tonne. Now, it is $150-200 per
tonne to simply move oil cargo from Ukraine
(byroad orinsmall 2,000-3,000 tonne barges)
toports suchas Mersinin Turkey. Freight from
there to India is another $90-100 per tonne,”
the official quoted above said.

Resumption of direct trade from Ukrainian
ports would be welcome. But this could take
time: Under the UN deal, evacuation of wheat
and corn will have priority over sunflower oil.

Are there any other commaodities that
India imports from Ukraine?

Mainly ammonia, which is used for the
manufacture of fertilisers. In 2021-22, India
imported 3.63 It of ammonia worth $220.44
million from Ukraine. The country has also
been a significant wheat exporter to India in
the past — 29.04 It ($603.25 million) in 2016-
17,and 6.921t($149.93 million) in 2017-18.But
any import of wheat is unlikely today. Black
Sea-origin wheat from Russia for August-
September delivery is quoting at $340-360 per
tonne, exclusive of freight that will be another
$40-50. At these prices, imported wheat will
cost Rs 31-32/kg just at the ports. For India,
Ukraine's (and the UN deal’s)importanceis es-
sentially limited to sunflower oil.
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Data regulation: what now

Govt has withdrawn the Data Protection Bill and is planning a comprehensive legal framework for the
online space. What delayed the Bill so long, and what issues will the proposed framework seek to address?

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 4

THE GOVERNMENT has withdrawn the
Personal Data Protection Bill from Parliament
asitconsidersa “comprehensive legal frame-
work” to regulate the online space, including
bringing separate laws on data privacy, the
overall Internet ecosystem, cybersecurity,
telecom regulations, and harnessing non-per-
sonal data to boost innovation.

Why is this significant?

The government has taken this step after
nearly four years of the Bill being in the works.
It had gone through multiple iterations, in-
cluding a review by a Joint Committee of
Parliament (JCP), and faced pushback from a
range of stakeholders including big tech com-
panies such as Facebook and Google, and pri-
vacy and civil society activists.

The tech companies had questioned a pro-
posed provision called data localisation, un-
der which it would have been mandatory for
companies to store a copy of certain sensitive
personal data within India, and the export of
undefined “critical” personal data would be
prohibited. The activists had criticised a pro-
vision that allowed the government and its
agencies blanket exemptions from adhering
to any and all provisions of the Bill.

“The withdrawal of the Data Protection Bill,
2019is concerning, for a belated regulation is
being junked. It's not about getting a perfect
law, but a law at this point,” said Apar Gupta,
executive director of the Delhi-based digital
rights group Internet Freedom Foundation. “It
hasbeen close to 10 years since the (Justice) A
P Shah Committee report on privacy, five years
since the Puttaswamy judgment (right to pri-
vacy) and four years since the (Justice BN)
Srikrishna Committee’s report...”

Why has the Bill been withdrawn?

A data protection law has been in the
works since 2018, when a panel led by retired
Supreme Court Justice Srikrishna drew up a
draft version of a Bill. This was reviewed by
the JCP, which submitted its recommenda-
tions along with a draft Billin November 2021.

In a note circulated to MPs, Union IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw explained the rea-
son behind the withdrawal: “The Personal Data
Protection Bill, 2019 was deliberated in great
detail by the Joint Committee of Parliament.
81 amendments were proposed and 12 rec-
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‘...inthe circumstances, it is proposed to withdraw The Personal
Data Protection Bill, 2019 and present a new Bill that fits into
the comprehensive legal framework’

ASHWINI VAISHNAW
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY MINISTER

ommendations were made... Considering the
reportof the JCP, a comprehensive legal frame-
work is being worked upon. Hence, in the cir-
cumstances, it is proposed to withdraw ‘The
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019’ and present
anew Bill that fits into the comprehensive le-
gal framework.”

The Bill was also seen as being too “com-
pliance intensive” by startups, The Indian
Express had reported earlier. According to
government sources, the revamped Bill will
be much easier to comply with, especially for
startups.

What was the journey of the draft Bill
like?

M The Justice Srikrishna Committee was
setupin 2017 in the backdrop of the Supreme
Court’s verdict holding privacy is a funda-
mental right, and its direction to the govern-
ment to draw up a data protection framework
for the country.

M In July 2018, the committee submitted
a draft Bill to the Ministry of Electronics and
IT, which said that it would draft a fresh Bill
borrowing from these ideas.

B InDecember 2019, the Bill was referred
to the JCP, then headed by the BJP’s

Meenakshi Lekhi. As the committee started a
clause-by-clause analysis, it also sought and
received extensions for presenting its report
in September 2020 and March 2021.

M InJuly 2021, BJP MP PP Chaudhary was
appointed chairperson of the JCP. The JCP re-
ceived yet another extension.

M In December 2021, the JCP tabled its re-
port in Parliament, which Justice Srikrishna
said was heavily in favour of the government.
In a media interview, he said that the Bill
could turn India into an “Orwellian state”.

What did the JCP recommend?

The JCP tabled its report after 78 sittings
spread over 184 hours and 20 minutes, and
after having received half a dozen extensions.
It proposed 81 amendments to the Bill drafted
by the Srikrishna panel, and 12 recommen-
dationsincluding expanding the scope of the
proposed law to cover discussions on non-
personal data — thereby changing the man-
date of the Bill from personal data protection
to broader data protection. In its most basic
form, non-personal data are any set of data
that does not contain personally identifiable
information.

The JCP’s report also recommended

changes onissues such as regulation of social
media companies, and on using only “trusted
hardware” in smartphones, etc. It proposed
that social media companies that do notactas
intermediaries should be treated as content
publishers — making them liable for the con-
tent they host.

So what could the revamped Bill look
like?

Its specific provisions or contours are not
known. But a senior official said that on the
question of data localisation, the govern-
ment is considering whether to add it to the
planned new version of the Information
Technology Act,and whether to allow cross-
border data flows only to “trusted geogra-
phies”. “The thinking is that the data should
be stored in a region that is trusted by the
Indian government, and that data should be
accessible in the event of a crime,” the offi-
cial said.

According to senior government officials,
the new Bill will do away with some recom-
mendations by the JCP such as including
“trusted hardware”, and local storage of some
kinds of personal data within India. Instead,
itwill add these ideas to the larger framework
for the Internet ecosystem, which will replace
the Information Technology Act of 2000. All
these separate laws, it is learnt, will be pre-
sented at the same time.

The new Bill could also do away with clas-
sification of personal data from the perspec-
tive of datalocalisation, and only use classifi-
cation for awarding damages to people
whose personal data may have been compro-
mised by an entity.

Whenis it expected to be ready?

Minister of State for Electronics and IT
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said on Wednesday
that “a comprehensive approach to the laws
will be undertaken by the government and
we will come back to Parliament very quickly
after following the process of consultation”.

According to sources in the IT Ministry,
the government is aiming to bring the legis-
lationin the Winter Session. A senior official
said that the new Bill would incorporate the
broader ideas of data protection as recom-
mended by the JCP, and would be in line with
the Supreme Court’s landmark privacy judg-
ment of 2017.
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Rare earth elements, and India’s push for inclusion in supply partnership

MIHIR MISHRA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

AS PART of a global ‘China-plus-one’ strat-
egy adopted after the Covid-19 pandemic
that caused massive supply-chain disrup-
tions, a group of western nations are coop-
erating to develop alternatives to China to
ensure key industrial supplies. A new US-
led partnership initiative of 11 nations aims
to bolster critical mineral supply chains.
India is not part of this arrangement —
called the Minerals Security Partnership
(MSP) — but New Delhi is working through
diplomatic channels to fetch an entry.

What is the Minerals Security

Partnership?
The US and 10 partners — Australia,

Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Japan,
the Republic of Korea (South Korea),
Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the
European Commission — have come to-
gether to form the MSP. The new grouping
is aimed at catalysing investment from gov-
ernments and the private sector to develop
strategic opportunities.

“Demand for critical minerals, which are
essential for clean energy and other tech-
nologies, is projected to expand significantly
in the coming decades. The MSP will help
catalyse investment from governments and
the private sector for strategic opportunities
— across the full value chain — that adhere
tothe highest environmental, social, and gov-
ernance standards,” the US State Department
said in a statement issued on June 14.

The new grouping, industry insiders say,
could focus on the supply chains of miner-

als such as cobalt, nickel, lithium, and also
the 17 ‘rare earth’ minerals. The alliance is
seen as primarily focused on evolving an al-
ternative to China, which has created pro-
cessing infrastructure in rare earth miner-
als and has acquired mines in Africa for
elements such as cobalt.

What are rare earth elements?

The 17 rare earth elements (REE) include
the 15 lanthanides (atomic numbers 57 —
whichis Lanthanum — to 71 in the periodic
table) plus scandium (atomic number 21)
and yttrium (39). REEs are classified as light
RE elements (LREE) and heavy RE elements
(HREE).

Some REEs are available in India — such
as lanthanum, cerium, neodymium,
praseodymium, samarium, etc. Others such
as dysprosium, terbium, and europium,

which are classified as HREESs, are not avail-
able in Indian deposits in extractable quan-
tities. Hence, there is a dependence on coun-
tries such as China for HREEs, which is one of
the leading producers of REEs, with an esti-
mated 70% share of the global production.

According to the US Geological Survey
(USGS), supplies from China had started to
become erratic as early as 1990, as Beijing
kept changing the amounts that it would
allow to be produced and exported. Also,
according to the USGS, the Chinese govern-
ment began to limit the number of compa-
nies, both Chinese and Sino-foreign joint
ventures, that could export REEs from
China.

Why are these minerals important?

Minerals like cobalt, nickel, and lithium
are required for batteries used in electric ve-

hicles. REEs are an essential — although of-
ten tiny — component of more than 200
consumer products, including mobile
phones, computer hard drives, electric and
hybrid vehicles, semiconductors, flatscreen
TVs and monitors, and high-end electron-
ics.Indiais seen as a late mover in attempts
to enter the lithium value chain, coming at
a time when EVs are predicted to be a sec-
tor ripe for disruption.

The year 2022 is likely to be an inflec-
tion point for battery technology — with
several potential improvements to the Li-
ion technology, with alternatives to this
tried-and-tested formulation being in ad-
vanced stages of commercialisation. India
has an ambitious plan to convert a large pro-
portion of its transport to electric, and
would require these minerals. According to
the plan, 80% of the country’s two- and

New Delhi

three-wheeler fleet, 40% of buses, and 30%
to 70% of cars will be EVs by 2030.

What is India’s major concern at this
moment?

“If India is not able to explore and pro-
duce these minerals, it will have to depend
on a handful of countries, including China,
to power its energy transition plans to elec-
tric vehicles. That will be similar to our de-
pendence on a few countries for oil,” an
economist said.

Industry watchers say the reason India
would not have found a place in the MSP
grouping is because the country does not
bring any expertise to the table. In the
group, countries like Australia and Canada
have reserves and also the technology to ex-
tract them, and countries like Japan have
the technology to process REEs.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

l,Zeeshan S/o Hakim Ali,R/0
Hajoor Nagar, Muzaffarnagar,
have changed my name to
Zeeshan Ali. 0040625619-9

I,Vikram Gupta,S/o-Jawahar Lal
Gupta R/0.Flat-203,Tower-
7,Supreme Towers,Sector-
99,Noida,G.BNagar,have
changed my name to Vikram
Kumar Gupta. 0040625619-8

I,VISHESH S/O SURAJ PARKASH
R/0O FLATNO.32C,POCKET-C-
2,MIG FLATS,KESHAV
PURAM,DELHI-110035.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
VISHESH ARORA. 0040625672-4

I,Taiba Khatoon,W/0 Mahfuz
Ansari,R/0 RZ-70,Block-
A,Gali.No-18,Sita Puri-
1,Dabri,New Delhi-110045, Have
Changed my Name to Taiba
Mahfuz. 0040625619-4

1,Sunita Rani,W/o Shri.Kishore
Kumar Lalwani,R/0.A-97-
98,Jawahar-Park,Devli
Road,Khanpur,New Delhi-
110062,declare that my name
has been wrongly-written as
Payal Lalwani in Birth-
Certificate and School-Record
of my minor son Krishna
Lalwani aged-15-year.My
actual-name is Sunita Rani.

0040625675-4

1,Sunita Rani,W/o Shri.Kishore
Kumar Lalwani,R/0.A-97-
98,Jawahar-Park,Devli
Road,Khanpur,New Delhi-
110062,declare that Payal
Lalwani and Sunita Rani both
names are mine and in future|
will be known as Sunita
Rani,for all purposes.

0040625675-5

I,Sundar Prasad Tiwari S/o-
Mukti Prasad Tiwari R/0-WZ-
430 Q, Naraina Village,New
Delhi-110028 have changed my
name to Sunder Prasad Tiwari.

0040625672-3

1, Sumitra W/o Bajrang Lal R/o C-
46, Rohit Kunj Pitampura, Delhi-
34 have changed my nameto
Sumitra Aggarwal all

Purposes. 0040625656-10
l,Shweta Rani,D/O AAMOD
KUMAR,R/O J-

88/4,Street.No.11,Kartar
Nagar,Delhi-110053,affirm and
declare thatin my 10th-CLASS
CERTIFICATE My father’s name
Correctis Written as AAMOD
KUMAR and in My ADHAAR-
CARD AND VOTER ID-CARD My
father’s name wrongly written
as AMOOD KUMAR BUT Actual
My father’s Name is AAMOD
KUMAR. 0040625606-10

1,Shubhi Gupta D/o,Satish
Kumar Gupta W/o,Nishant
Aggarwal R/0,C-63, Retreat-
Apartments,l.P.Extension,
Delhi-92 have changed my-
name to Shubhi Aggarwal.

0040625666-5

1,Shireen Mirza,D/o-Sadaqat Ali
Mirza R/0-561 Pocket-E,Mayur-
Vihar Phase-II,New-Delhi-
110091,have changed my
name,from Shireen Zehra to
Shireen Mirza,for all,future
purposes. 0040625656-2

l,Yashpal S/0.Ram Saroop,
R/0.8,9,10block L-1A,Mohan
garden,Uttam-Nagar, New-
Delhi-110059,have changed my
name to Yashpal Singh,for all
purposes. 0040625606-8

l,Santosh W/0.Ajay Kumar
Sharma,R/0, H.N0-148/9,Near-
Sabji Mandi Old-Housing
Board-Colony
Sonipat,Haryana-131001,have
changed my name to Santosh
Devi. 0040625675-3

l,Sangeeta Devi D/O Upender
Dev Kaushik R/0 14A, Bagh
Kare Khan,Kishan Ganj,Delhi-
110007 Have Changed my
Name to Sangeeta Kaushik.

0040625606-5

1,SONIA GUPTA,W/0 SANJAY
KUMAR GUPTA,B-205,GALINO-
2,MAJLISPARK ADARSHNAGAR
DELHI-33 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SONAM
PERMANENTLY.  0040625606-2

1,SATISH, S/0 TARA CHAND
SHARMAHOUSE.NO F.C.A-43,
WARD.NO.33, BHIM SAIN
COLONY,BALLABGARH,
FARIDABAD,HARYANA.121004,C
hanged My name to SATISH
SHARMA. 0040625606-4

I,Renu Negi W/o Virendra Kumar
Mehra R/0,B-626-627,Block-B,
DDA-Flats,Pocket-3,Bindapur,
Uttam-Nagar, Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to Renu Mehra. 0040625666-7

I,Rakesh Kumari and Rakesh
Rani,W/0 Rajesh Kumar,R/0 B-
412/13 JJ Colony Chaukhandi,
New Delhi-110018, India have
changed my name to Rakesh.

0040625677-3

I,Raghuver Singh Tomar,S/0 B.R.
Tomar,R/0 79 Sadar
Apartment,Mayur Vihar-
1,Delhi-110091,Have Changed
My Name To Raghubir Singh
Tomar. 0040625677-1

I,RAHUL RAWAL,S/0 GAYA
PRASAD RAWAL,R/0.C-7/16,
yamuna-vihar,Delhi-53,declare
that my-name has been
mentioned as RAHUL,s/0-Gaya
prasad in my class-10th and
class-12th
marksheet/certificate.The
actual-name is Rahul Rawal
both are same person,forall
the,future purposes.

0040625606-9

lJigar Arvindbhai Bhatt S/o
ArvindbhaiBhatt R/o0 C-33,
Nilamber Vila, Dabhoi-
Waghodia Ring Road, Ajwa
Road, Vadodara, Gujrat-390019
declare that name of my
daughter Rudraa Bhatt &
Rudraa Jigar Bhatt both are the
name of one & same person,
and will be known as Rudraa
Jigar Bhatt for all purposes.

0040625574-1

1,N0-15701970N,Hav Koteswara
Rao Ponnada,S/0- Ponnada
Nagaraju, R/O-
Ramachandrapuram, District-
Srikakulam(AP)-532185.In my
service records the names of
my Wife, Father and Mother
has been wrongly mentioned
as Wife as Sujatha instead of
Ponnada Sujatha, Father as
Nagaraju instead of Ponnada
Nagaraju and Mother as
Manamma instead of Ponnada
Mani vide affidavit no-
728548/2022 dated 01 August
2022. 0020443291-1

1,Najra Begam W/o Mukhtiyar
Ahmad R/0 Thiriya Nizamat
Khan, (NP)Kesharpur, Bareilly,
U.P.-243123 have changed my
nametoNadia. 0040625666-9

I,Nagin khan S/o Haseen Ahmed
Khan R/0-760 Gali-No.21 Zakir-
Nagar, Okhla, Delhi-
110025,have change my name
to Nageen Khan permanently.

0040625666-6

I,NEELAM ANAND,W/0-PRADEEP
ANAND,R/0-
H.N0.104,KH.NO.443/4,3rd
FLOOR,BLOCK-C,0LD GUPTA-
COLONY,DELHI-110009,inform
thatin my,daughter’s all
documents,my nameis
mentioned as ARTI
ANAND.NEELAM ANAND and
ARTI ANAND,Both names are of
the same person. 0040625619-6

I,NAEEMA (NAIMA) W/0 MOHD
NASIR,R/0-A-2/72,DDAMIG
Flats,Sarai khalil Delhi,have
changed my name to NAEEMA
PARVEEN,for all purpose

0040625672-1

1,MOHIT,S/0
RAMKISHAN,house.No.117,s0b
an sarwan mohalla,
mandi,village south Delhi-
110047,changed my Name to
MIHIT TANWAR.  0040625606-1

I,Mohinder,S/o Deshraj Singh
Address-c-1b Sanjay-colony
bhatti mines Delhi-110074,
changed my name to Mohinder
tanwar. 0040625666-1

1, MOHAMAD HASIM S/o
MOHAMMAD ARIF,R/0-F-4 DDA
Flats,Turkman Gate Delhi,have
changed my name to MOHD
HASHIM,for all purpose

0040625672-2

I,LLAXMI PRASANNA
NIDADAVOLU is legally
wedded,spouse of,Service
No0.15698466A,Rank:-
L/Hav,Name:- Udaya Kiran
Nidadavolu,Presently,residing
at,village Amaresware-
Camp,Post Hirekottanakal,
Tehsil Manvi,Dist. Raichur,
Karnataka-584123,have
changed my name,from LAXMI
PRASANNA NIDADAVOLU toM
LAXMIPRASANNA,for all
Purposes. 0040625619-7

I, KANTA RANI W/O ANAND
PARKASH CHHABRA,R/O
217,SECOND-FLOOR, BLOCK-
B,ASHOK VIHAR PHASE-
1,DELHI-110052.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO KANTA
CHHABRA. 0040625675-1

|,Hafeez Ahmad,S/o rais Ahmad
House.no.32,gali-kababiyan
near-bazar jama-mas;jid delhi-
110006,changed my name to
Hafeez Ahmad Qureshi.

0040625666-2

1,HARSH BARDHAN SINGH,S/0
JITENDRA SINGH,R/0.A-1614
AWAS VIKAS HANSPURAM
NAUBASTA KANPUR-
208021,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME,FROM HARSH BARDHAN
SINGH TO HARSH VARDHAN
SINGH,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT DATED-
03/08/2022,BEFORE FIRST-
CLASS MAGISTARTE.

0040625614-9

I, GURBAKSH SINGH JAGGI
S/O.VIRENDER JAGGI, ADD-T-18
GAUSHALA-ROAD KAROL
BAGH,DELHI-110005, Changed
My name to GURBAKSH
JAGGI.FOR all future Purposes.

0040625606-3

,GEETA D/o-Late ShriRaj
Bahadur R/0-517D/6,
Govindpuri, Kalkaji,New Delhi-
110019,have changed my name
to GEETA RAJPUT,for all future
purposes. 0040625666-3

I,Ekta D/o Vikram Kumar R/0 A-
90, Punjabi-Basti, Baljeet-
Nagar, N.Delhi-110008 have
changed my name to Ekta
Ramtel. 0040625666-4

I,DIPTARAMAYYA
KARKERA,W/0O-PIYUSH
SURI,R/0-H-8,4TH-FLOOR
GREEN-PARK MAIN,DELHI-
110016,changed my name to
DIPTA SURI. 0040625619-1

I,Babita Verma,W/o-Late
Jagmohan Singh,R/0-WP-
532,Wazirpur Village,Ashok
Vihar,Delhi-110052,inform that
inmy,son’s UDIT VERMA
school-records his,father
name wrongly-written as
JAGMOHAN VERMA instead-of
correct,name JAGMOHAN
SINGH.Kindly be
changed/corrected in School-
records. 0040625619-5

1,BHOLA NATH S/O-RADHEY
SHYAM KUKREJA R/0O K-103B,
THIRD-FLOOR,LAJPAT NAGAR-
2,SOUTH EAST,DELHI-
110024,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BHOLA NATH
KUKREJA. 0040625656-3

1,BALRAM SINGH S/O-BRIJLAL
YADAV R/0.R-3A-73,MOHAN-
GARDEN, CHANDNI
FARM,DWARKA DELHI-
110059,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BALRAM SINGH
YADAV. 0040625656-4

I Frank Kevin S/0, Rani Peter R/o0
Flat No-41-a, C-2d Block,
Pankha Road Janakpuri West
Delhi-110058 have changed my
name to Frank Kevin Peter for
all purposes. 0040625630-1

I Raja Rani Bansal W/o Din Dayal
Bansal R/0-Logix Blossom
County, Flat.No.H-1505, Tower-
H, Sec-137,Noida have
changed my name from Raja
Rani Bansal to Raj Rani Bansal
as per Affidavit dated 11th.
July.2022.

00707978511

l,Ashok Kumar S/o
Chandeshwar Thakur R/0-BP-
91 S.F. Pitampura,Delhi-110034,
have changed my nameto
Ashok Kumar Thakur.

0040625677-2

l,Anjali Aggarwal,W/o
Late.Bhanu Parkash
Aggarwal,R/0 H.N0.117,
Sukhdev-Vihar,New Friends-
Colony,South-Delhi,Delhi-
25,declare that the name of my
husband had been recorded as
Bhanu Aggarwal instead of
Late Bhanu Parkash Aggarwal
inthe school-record of my son
Rishabh Aggarwal.The correct-
name is Late Bhanu Parkash
Aggarwal. 0040625677-4

1,Jitin Kanojia S/0,0m Prakash
Kanojia R/0,H/n0.1942,DDA,
JantaFlats,G.T.B.Enclave, Delhi-
93,have changed my minor son
‘s name from Rehaan Kanojia
to Adhiraj Kanojia for,all
Purposes. 0040625656-1

l,Anitha Peter,W/0 C Hebert
Selvyn,R/0 204,Jeevan Kendra
Layout Cambridge Road-
Halasuru,Bengaluru-
560008,have changed my
name,from Anitha Peter to
Anitha A Peter,VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT,DATED-
04/08/2022,BEFORE NCT-DELHI.

0040625619-10

l,Ahuja Shikha,D/0,Ram Prakash
Girotra,W/o0,Puneet Ahuja,R/0-
FlatNo.6,Plot-No.6,HMM-
Society,Sector-10,Dwarka,
Delhi-110075,that name of my-
father and mother has been
wrongly-written as Ram
Parkash and Raj Kumari
Galhotrain my Passport-
N0.K6497502.but actual-name
of my-father and mother are
Ram Prakash Girotra and Raj
Kumari Girotra.  0040625666-8

I, ARJUN TIWARI S/0-VINEET
TIWARI,R/0 388,WARD-
12,SECTOR-37,ARUN VIHAR,
NOIDA-201303,have changed
my name to ARJUN TIWARY.

0040625619-2

I,ANAND PRAKASH S/0 FAKIR
CHAND R/0 B-217,GROUND-
FLOOR,ASHOK VIHAR PHASE-
1,DELHI-110052.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO ANAND
PARKASH CHHABRA.

0040625672-5

I, Terance Joseph S/o0 Joseph
Paul R/0 L-1404, Jaipuria
Sunrise Greens, Ahinsa Khand,
Behind Jaipuria Mall,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014 have changed
my name to Terrance Joseph
for all future purpose.

0040625581-1

1, Shipra Mishra D/o Shri Pramod
Kumar Mishra R/o0 H.No. B-1/24,
Sec-17, Rohini, Delhi-110089,
have changed my nameto
Shreya Mishra for all future
purposes. 0040625579-1

l, Shantanu S/o Ashok Kumar
Dahiya R/0 A-24,SAl Aptt.
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto
Shantanu Chaudhary for all
purposes. 0070797861-1

I, Rohit S/0 Raghubir, R/o Ward
No-7,Near Santi Devi Hospital,
UchanaKalan (109), Jind,
Haryana-126115, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Rohit Jindal.

0070797815-1

I, Ram Pravesh Ram S/o
Sukhdev Ram R/0-H.No. 484,
Village-Jalpura, Noida, UP-
201301, inform that, my LIC-
policy no. my name Suresh
Kumar has been registeredin
(330766988), which is wrongly.
Correct name is Ram Pravesh
Ram. In, future I should-be
known and recognized by Ram
Pravesh Ram for all, the
purposesin future.

0070797872-1

I, RAJAPEEYUSH S/O PYARE LAL
R/O RZ-83,0PP A-1, JANAK
PURI, TILAK PUL ROAD, INDRA
PARK, UTTAM NAGAR, DELHI-
110059 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM RAJA PEEYUSHTO
RAJAPIYUSHFORALL FUTURE
PURPOSE. 00406256241

I, R Eshwari, W/0 G Rajesh
Waran R/0 L-342, Shakurpur JJ
Colony, Saraswati Vihar S.0,
Delhi-110034. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Eshwari

0070797825-1

I, Prakriti Verma D/O Jitender
Kumar Varma, R/o Loco Road,
Near Barsati Garrage, Bholepur
Fatehgarh, Farrukhabad, Uttar
Pradesh-209625. Declare that
Name of My Father and My
Mother has been wrongly
written as JK Vermaand
Ranjana Vermain my 10th
Class Certificate. The actual
name of My Father and My
Mother are Jitender Kumar
Varma and Ranjana, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070797822-1

I, Jayanti Devi, W/O Jeet Singh
R/0 Plot ATKh No-132/4
Dichaon Enclave Najafgarh,
Delhi-110043. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Janki Devi

00707978191

l,Pawan Kumar S/0O Dharma
Nand, R/o Flat No-C-203, Sukh
Sagar Apparment, Plot No- 12,
Opp Shiksha Bharti School,
Sector-9 Dwarka Sec-6, South
West Delhi-110075, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Pawan
Kumar Vashist.  0070797810-1

I, Parkesh Alias Parkash Chand
Bedi S/0O Genda Ram, R/0
1/1660C/35 Gali NO-3,
Madhuban Vihar Colony ITC
Road, Ojpura, Saharanpur,
Uttar Pradesh- 247001, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Prakash
Chand. 0070797806-1

I Chandra Kala W/0 Ashok
Kumar R/0 H.No-810,Sector-3,
R.K.Puram,New Delhi-110022
Have Changed my Name to
Chandrakala Sharma.

0040625606-6

I, Nirmal Gupta D/O Jaiprakash,
W/0 Satya Prakash R/o Pasra,
Near Jain Mandir, Ambehata
Dehat, Saharanpur, Uttar
pradesh-247340. have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Nirmala Gupta

0070797805-1

I, Nirjesh Kumar Alias Niraj
Kumar Garg S/0 Mahendra Pal,
R/0 HNo 19, Chatta, Gangoh,
Khalsa, saharanpur, Uttar
pradesh- 247341, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Neeraj Kumar
Garg. 0070797803-1

1, Mona Goel, W/O Kamal
Kishore R/0 644/A, Jawahar
Colony, Patel Nagar, New
Mandi, Muzaffarnagar,
Muzaffar Nagar City, Uttar
Pradesh-251002. have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Pramod Goel

0070797807-1

I, Manjeet Singh R/0 House.No
518/7,Subhash Nagar,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,Have Changed
my Minor Daughter Name
Prabhleen Kaur to Prabhleen
Narang. 0040625606-7

1, LANKA WARKHADE, Spouse of
No. 14648835A(HAV)
WARKHADE SANTOSH
RAJARAM, R/0. House-Ganraj
Apartment, Village & P.O.-
Nighoj, Tehsil-Parner, District-
Ahmednagar, Maharashtra-
414306, have changed my name
after marriage from LANKA
WARKHADE to WARKHADE
LANKA SANTOSH, vide
affidavit: IN-
DL70061803311510U, dated:
04/08/2022, before Notary
Advocate-Rajkumar, Regd. No.-
6536, New Delhi.  0070797856-1

I, Janvi D/O Balaram Bhaumik,
R/0167/21,RajNagar, Khandsa
Road, Gurgaon, Haryana,
122001. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Jitisha Bhaumik

0070797813-1

I, Jagveer Singh Saini S/o Shri
Shyamlal Singh Saini R/o0 AE-
118, Block-A, Avantika Colony,
Ghaziabad-201002, Uttar
Pradesh declare that name of
mine and my father has been
changed from Jagveer Singh
Saini S/o Shri Shyamlal Singh
Saini to Jagveer Singh S/o Shri
Shyamlal Singh for all future
purposes. 0040625558-1

1, Dimpu Vivek S/O Sanjay
Kumar, R/o0 House No-D-183,
Shyam Vihar Phase-1,
Najafgarh, Dindar Pur, South
West Delhi-110043, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Vivek
Shah. 0070797830-1

l, Deepa alias Deepa Rani D/O
Sunder Lal, W/O Munish Juneja
R/02/10, Spring Field Colony
Sector-31-32, Amarnagar,
Faridabad, Haryana-121003.
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
DeepalJuneja 0070797836-1

I, Birendra Singh S/o Dev Singh
R/0S-2/476, Asian Games
Village Complex, Siri Ram
Singh Marg, Sadiq Nagar,
South Delhi-110049, have
changed my name to Virendra
Singh. 0070797821-1

I, BansiLal Kholiwal S/O Mange
Ram, R/0 House No-405, 3rd
Floor, F Block, Sudarshan Park,
Ramesh Nagar, Delhi-110015,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
BansiLal. 0070797817-1

1, Anupama W/o Shri Arvind. R/0
H.No0.481, Near Dayal Market,
Alipur Delhi-110036, have
Changed my Name Gudiyato
Anupama for all purposes.

0040625563-1

l, Anand Lata Saroha, W/O
Suresh Kumar SarohaR/o H.
NO- 2/1B, Opp Shiv Mandir,
Mansarovar, Meerut, Meerut
Cantt, Uttar Pradesh- 250001.
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Anand Lata 0070797802-1

I, Ajay Kumar S/0-Hukam Chand
Amar R/0,H.N0-148,0ld
Housing Board-Colony, Near
Subzi-Mandi Sonipat Haryana-
131001, have changed my name
to Ajay Kumar Sharma.

0040625675-2

I, Abhay Kumar Singh S/o Late
Baidyanath Singh residing at
Village Ahirauli Baghel, Post
Ahirauli Baghel, Distt Deoria,
State UP, in my army records,
my daughter’s name was
entered erroneously as Ayushi
instead of her correct name is
Ayushi Singh. So Irequesttoall
my daughter may be known as
Ayushi Singh instead of Ayushi.

0060093212-1

I Sunny Kumar S/o Sh.
Mahender Singh R/o Near Old
Shiv Mandir, Mohammad
Shahpur, Fakharpur, Khekada,
Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh-250101
have changed my name to
Sunny Choudhary forall
purposes. 0040625556-5

I Sukhma Devi M/o Hav Charan
Singh r/o Mundital, Churu (Raj)
have changed my name from
Sukhma Devito SUKHAMA DEVI
vide affidavit dt 30.07.2022
before Rajgarh court.

0040625553-1

I Rose Mary D/0, Benjiman Peter
R/0 Nr God School, 226/2,
Krishna Colony Rohtak,
Haryana-124001 have changed
my name to Rani Peter for all
purposes. 0040625628-1

I Ankur Sachdeva alias Munish
Prakash S/o Sh. Om Prakash
SachdevaR/0 305, Tagore Park,
Model Town, Dr.Mukherjee
Nagar S.0., North West Delhi,
Delhi-110009 have changed my
name to Ankur Sachdeva for all
purposes.

0040625556-4

I Adesh Kumar S/o Ram Kumar
R/0.H.N0.85-86, First Floor,
Pocket-9, Sector-25, Rohini,
Delhi-110086, have changed my
minor daughter name Kumkum
to Kumkum Kaushik for future
purpose.

0040625560-1

I Pankaj Kumar S/o Darshan
Singh R/0 1CFlat, C1A Block,
Janakpuri C-4, Delhi-110058,
have changed my nameto
Pankaj Kapoor.

0070797843-1

INitin Kumar F/o Navya, DOB-
21.04.2008. Her mother is Vinita
Kumar, R/0 A-704, Pearl
Heights, Ramprastha Green,
Sector-7, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
PIN-201010, We have changed
our daughter’s name from
Navya to Navya Kumar forever.

0040625557-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform in general
public that Renu Bhargava W/o,
Late Jagdish Kumar Bhargava
R/o A-95, Gali No. 10, Chander
Vihar, Near Kali Mandir Delhi
110092 had acquired the above
mentioned property by way of
original papers of G.P.A, Will and
Affidavit on 07.05.2001 and all
the original documents have
been lost in Karkardooma Court
Parking Premises on 01.08.22
and lost report bearing no.
649654/2022 dated 01.08.22
was registered at P.S. Crime
Branch Delhi. In case any
person found this document
then he shall inform below
person or any person having,
any claim or objection on this
property may file their claim or
objections along with supporting
documents addressed to the
undersigned within 7 days of
publication of this notice. Failing
which it shall be construed that
there is no claim on the below
said property.
Property Schedule: A-95, Gali
No. 10, Chander Vihar, Near Kali
Mandir, Delhi 110092
Sd/-
Umesh Sinha
Advocate
Ch. No. 341, Western wing,
Tis Hazari Delhi-110054

I Abhinav S/0, Vijay KumarR/0o F
602 Dwarka Dham Apartment,
Plot No- 13, Sector 23 Dwarka,
New Delhi 110075 have
changed my name to Abhinav
Choudhary for all purposes

0040625572-1

ILVINEET TIWARI,S/0 BRIGR.S.
TIWARY,
R/0.388,WARD.12,SECTOR-
37,ARUN-VIHAR,NOIDA-
201303,changed my Minor-Son
name AKSHAY TIWARI to
AKSHAY TIWARY.

0040625619-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to bring to the Public notice that
my client Mrs. Renuka Chawla, is the
50% absolute owner and in possession
of the Agricultural Land measuring 11
Bighas 3 Biswas, bearing Khasra Nos.
88//21//1, East (2-3) 105//11/1 min. (0-
17), 1East (3-16), 10/1 East (3-14) 10/2
(0-8), 26 (0-5), situated in the revenue
estate of village Bijwasan Tehsil
Kapashera, New Delhi. Anyone dealing
in the above-mentioned property or any
portion of the above-mentioned property
without her consent, will do so at their
own risk and any transaction regarding
the above-mentioned properties will be
considered as illegal and it will subject to
strict scrutiny of the authorities and the
Hon'ble Court(s), as required. MAYANK
WADHWA, Advocate B - 4/170,
Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi —
110029

1,Divyjyoti Mediratta,D/o Tilak
RajJunejaR/0.261 Sita-Ram
Appartment Patparganj,
I.P.Extension,Delhi-110092 have
changed My Name,from
Divyjyoti Mediratta to
Divyjyoti,for All Purposes.

0040625614-8

| Rakesh S/0, Anek Singh R/0 B-
12a, RanaPark, Village Siras
Pur, Badli, Delhi-110042 have
changed my name to Raju for
all purposes.

0040625573-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT
SMT. URMILA IS THE OWNER OF THE SAID
FREEHOLD RESIDENTIAL PLOT BEARING NO.
18, ADMEASURING 600.99 SQ. YDS.,
SECTOR-14, IN THE SAID COLONY SITUATED
AT OMAXE CITY, VILLAGE SARAI
AURANGABAD, TEHSIL BAHADURGARH,
SECTOR-3, 3A & 14 DISTRICT JHAJJAR
HARYANA & IN THIS PROPERTY SMT. URMILA
HAVE LOST THE LAST PAGE OF THE SAID
SALE DEED DATED 13.04.2021 EXECUTED BY
SMT. SUSHMA BAJAJ IN FAVOUR OF SMT.
URMILA, REGISTERED AS DOC. NO. 341, IN
ADD. BOOK NO. 1, VOL. NO. 490/47, ON
PAGES 53-55/177.25, IN THE OFFICE OF SR
BAHADURGARH AND ALSO FILE THE FIR IN
DELHI POLICE ON 02/08/2022 REGARDING
THE SAME.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE
SHOULD INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA

Advocate

D-446/2022

125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR,
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

1, Sharmila Devi W/0 JC297939F
Ishwar Singh R/0 Z-16, Z-Block,
GaliNo-2, Prem Nagar Najafgarh
inform thatin my husband
Service records & Pension Book
my name & date of birth has
wrongly mentioned as SARMILA
DEV129.05.1969 instead of
Sharmila Devi 13.07.1969.
0040622453-3

1, Mahesh Kumar S/o Krishan Lal
Yadav, R/0457/12, Krishna
Colony, Gurgaon, Haryana
inform that

indaughter's (Sakshi Yadav)
school records my name has
wrongly mentioned as Mahesh
KR Yadav instead of Mahesh
Kumar. 0040625347-1

LOST & FOUND

1, Sunil Kumar Singh s/o Late Sh.
Indra Deo Singh, have lost my
Original Property Papers
Documents those are
possession Letter and
allotment Letter, Related to my
flat No. B-7, 3rd Floor, Mother
Dairy Employers CGHS LTD., Plot
No-6, Dwarka, Sector-5, New
Delhi-110075, if anyone finds it
kindly contact me at
9934125817. 0040625456-8

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Baljot Singh S/o Surinder
Singh, Ajit Kaur W/o Baljot Singh both
R/o L-39/A, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-
110017 have disowned their son namely
Premjot Singh their daughter-in-law
namely Jasbeer Kaur and grandsons
namely Jassjot Singh and Karamjot
Singh from all their properties (movable
& immovable) from today onwards and
severed relations from them. If anybody
deals with them, then it will be
his/her/their own risks and costs, and my
clients and their other family members
shall not be liable for the same.
Sd/-
S.P. Tripathi
Enrl.No. D 302-A/2022 (Advocate)
Chamber No. 576 Saket Court
Complex New Delhi-110017

We Kul Bhushan Kumar Lamba
And Man Mohan Kumar Lamba
R/0-Flat No.134, DU Staff CGHS
Ltd, Kadambari, Sector-9,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 Lost our
Original Allotment Letter,
Share Certificate & Misc.
Documents of the above said
flat. Finder Contact-8383809369

0040625375-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Itis to inform to the public at large that
Mr. Jayant Bansal acquired Plot
measuring 394 s% yrds. Khasra No.
7119, situated at B-Block, Mukund Vihar,
Village Karawal Nagar, llaga Shahdara,
Delhi vide regd. GPA dt. 16.07.2002
executed by Mr. Narinder Kumar alon
with ATS & Will and the said GPA , AT
& Will has not been cancelled/ Revoked
till date and Now Mr. Jayant Bansal is
the undisputed owner of above said
property. OR Any person / firm /
institution / compan avln%bany claim
orright in respect of the said Property by
way of inheritance, share, sale,
agreement, lease, license, gift,
possession, legal heirs, partners’ or
encumbrance howsoever or otherwise
is hereby required to intimate in writing
to the undersigned within 07 days from
the date of publication of this notice of|
his/her/their share or claim, if any, with
all supporting documents at below
mentioned address. After expiration of
notice period, the claims, if any, of such
person shall be treated null and void and
also treated as waived and not binding
onour client.

Ajay Kumar Giri ﬂf\dvocate)
H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram Vihar,
Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi 110024

PUBLIC NOTICE
All general gublic‘is informed that my
client Smt. Roshni Bai J W/o Late Sh.
Jugara& R/o MH Road, Jain Colony,
Challakere Chitradurga, Karnataka -
577501 have served all their relations
and ties from their son Kalpesh J his
wife Sheetal and their daughter
Jashika due to their disobeying, cruel
and harassing behavior towards my
above named client and my client
havedisowned and debarred them
from their all moveable and
immovable properties/assets. My
client shall not be responsible for any
acts and deeds done by said son,
daughter-in-law and grand daughter
infuture

VINEET MITTAL-ADVOCATE
h.No. B-85, B.G.S. Block,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi -110054
Mob.: 9999492495

I Pushmeet Anand D/O, Inder
Mohan Anand R/o HNo-g-19,
Block-g, Vikas Puri, Tilak Nagar
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to Pushpmeet Anand for
all purposes.

0040625629-1

I Narender S/o Partap Singh R/o
Primanti T5.1103 SPR-Road
Sector-72, Fazilpur Gurgoan,
Haryana, have changed my
name to Narender Singh for all
future purposes.

0070797877-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

This s to inform the Public atlarge
that Sh. Vaibhav Tiwari S/o. Sh.
Alok Tiwari is the 'Title Holder’ in
possession of 'Residential Lease
hold Flat No. 04, 15th Floor, Tower
No. 15, Paras Tierea, Plot No.
GH-01, Sector - 137, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh', hereinafter referred to
as 'Schedule Property' vide Sub-
Lease Deed dated 01.07.2015,
registered as Bahi No. 1, Zild No.
4720, PP. 145-168, par Kramank
No. 3513 in the Office of Sub
Registrar-I, Noida, Distt. Gautam
Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh. That
the Original Documents i.e. (i)
Provision Allotment Letter and (ii)
Allotment Letter dated
27.09.2011 w.rt. the Schedule
property, have been lost/
misplaced and are untraceable,
ble, in lieu of which Lost Property
Report bearing Application No.
132271042200253 has been filed
with Haryana Police. This notice
is issued to Public at Large, i.e.
any Person (s), Company (ies),
Authority (ies), Society (ies),
Organisation (s), Financial
Institution (s), Bank (s), HUFs
etc., having any knowledge,
custody or possession of the lost/
misplaced documents as
mentioned above or otherwise
having any claim, right, title,
interest, possession in the
schedule Property, by way of
Ownership, Succession,
Inheritance, Sale, Mortgage,
Exchange, Charge, Lien, Gift,
Trust, Encumbrance etc., or
objection to the sale of the
schedule property, may come
forward with supporting
documents, to be delivered to the
undersigned within 14 days from
the date of this Publication, post
expiration of which, any claim(s)
or objection(s), if raised or
received, shall be treated as null &
void and such claims or objection
shall be treated as waived, and
the Title Holder shall proceed to
sell the Schedule Property as
presently intended.
Mahavir Singh Khari
(Advocate)
Address: Shop No. 57, Old
Court Complex, Block - B,
Noida -201304
Mobile No. 9810557701

Reg. No.: 377/80

PUBLIC NOTICE |

The general gubllc\s hereby informed on behalf of my
client State Bank of India'RACPC Branch Agarwal
Fun City Mall Karkardooma Delhi that the original
Bmpeny documents of i.e. the Original Allotment Cum
emand Letter dated 26/02/2008-04/03/2008 issued
by DDA in favour of Sh. Tara Chand S/o Sh. Sher
Singh, Original Intimation Possession Letter dated
27/M/2008 issued by DDA in favour of Sh. Tara
Chand S/o Sh. Sher Smgh, Ongma\ NOC (electric
water connection) dated 27/11/2008 issued by DDAIn
favour of Sh. Tara Chand S/o Sh. Sher Singh, Original
Possession Slip dated 30/12/2008 issued by DDA in
favour of Sh. Tara Chand S/o Sh. Sher Singh, Original
Ccnve{ance Deed dated 14/01/2009 registered
before the concern registrar vide Document no. 730 in
Addi. Book no. 1, Volume no. 3271 on page 167 to
168 re%\as‘ered on dated 14/01/2009 executed by
DDA in favour of Sh. Tara Chand Sfo Sh. Sher Singf
& Smt. Pustha Wio Sh. Tara Chand in respect of|
Property i.e. Residential DDA built up LIG Flat bearing
no. 14-B on First Floor, Pocket-A, Zafrabad, Delhi
were found missing in the home loan account no.
65052609575 file of my said client. The Information
Report SO No.: Delhi Police LR
No.630529/2022 dated 26/07/2022, regarding the
same has already been lodged. Any person in
possessing the above said lost document or using the
same in any manner will do so at his/her own risk and
costand is liable for legal action. My client shall not be
responsible for the unauthorized and illegal use of|
said documents in any manner in future. If Any
ﬁ‘erson/oorporanon/ bank etc. has any claim to word
e above said relevant property, the same should be
lodged to me, within 15 days from the date of this
ublication, post expiration of which, any claim, right,
tle, interest or objection, if resected of received shall
be treated as null and void and shall be treated as.
waved.  suresh Gupta (Adyocate)
ER NO. D-717,

CHAMB 7TH Floor
DISTRICT COURT KARI

KARDOOMA
ELHI(MOB.).9810099445

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to bring to the Public notice that
my clients Sh. Rahul Chawla and Smt.
Indu Chawla, are the joint and absolute
owners and in possession of the
property bearing No. 2654, Ground
Floor, Bank Street, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi and property bearing No. 2654,
Mezzanine Floor, Bank Street, Karol
Bagh, New Delhi. Anyone dealing in the
above-mentioned properties or any
portion of the above-mentioned
properties without their consent, will do
so at their own risk and any transaction
regarding the above-mentioned
properties will be considered as illegal
and it will subject to strict scrutiny of the
authorities and the Hon'ble Court(s), as
required. MAYANK WADHWA,
Advocate B - 4/170, Safdarjung
Enclave, New Delhi-110029

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information
that |, Pratyaksh Sharma S/o
Jagdeep Sharma R/o WZ-363,
2nd Floor, Gali No. 20, Om
Sweet, Shiv Nagar, Janakpuri,
New Delhi-58, declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as Jagdeep
Kumar Sharma in my 10th &
12th Class Certificates and
Marksheets Record the actual
name of my father is Jagdeep
Sharma (Jagdeep), which may
be amended accordingly.

New Delhi

PUBIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO GENERAL PUBLIC AT
LARGE that my client Mrs. Raj Rani W/o Late
Sh. Ramesh Chand Parmar R/o RZ- 695/314,
Gali No. 6C, Geetanjali Park, West Sagarpur,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110046 has severed
all his relation & connections from her son
namely Sh. Deepak Parmar and has disowned
him and all his legal heirs/ family members
(Wife and Daughter) from all moveable and
immoveable properties in all manners on
account of his misconduct and misbehaviour
beyond control. Henceforth, my client shall not
be responsible for acts, deeds and things of his
abovenamed son and anyone dealing with him
in any manner shall be doing so at their own
risk and responsibility and my client is not
responsible in any manner.

Sd/-

RISHABH GUPTA

ADVOCATE

6-G, FIRST FLOOR, KAMLA NAGAR
DELHI-110007

PUBLIC NOTICE
Know all men through this public notice
that my Client Mr. Salim Javed S/o
Sarfuddin and his wife Rehana Javed Both
are Rfo Flat No. 601, Tower A/05, M3M
Woodshire,Sector-107, Dharampur (59),
Gurgaon, Haryana, at present At New Delhi.
Have disowned and debarred their younger
son Sohail Javed and His Wife Amreen
Khan(Daughter- In-Law)from their all
movable and immovable assets and
severed all relations with them for his
disobedience, misbhehavior and
indiscipline towards my clients. My clients
would not be responsible for any legal or
illegal acts in future.
Dharmendra Singh, Adv.
Supreme Court of India
Ch.No.-17. New Lawyers Building,
Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to bring to the Public notice
that my client Mrs. Renuka Chawla
is the absolute owner and in
possession of property bearing No.
E - 18A, East of Kailash, New
Delhi. Anyone dealing in the above-
mentioned property or any portion
of the above-mentioned property
without my consent, will do so at
their own risk and any transaction
regarding the above-mentioned
properties will be considered as
illegal and it will subject to strict
scrutiny of the authorities and the
Hon'ble Court(s), as
required. MAYANK WADHWA,
Advocate B - 4/170, Safdarjung
Enclave, New Delhi—110029

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at Large, we Informed that,
as per our Aadhar Card, we
are/were/will be known as
Sanjeev Kumar Kalia and Prem
Lata Kalia, but inadvertently our
names in certificate and
Marksheet of our son Mohit Kalia
in 10" Class mentioned as Sanjeev
Kumar instead of Sanjeev Kumar
Kalia and Prem Lata instead of]
Prem Lata Kalia, so we have all
the rights to rectify our names in
above said documents.
Poonam Kalia
(Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Our clients (1). Vijender Kr. Garg (Ph,
No. 8373933362) S/o. Late Sh.
Manohar Lal and (2). Neena Garg
W/o. Sh. Vijender Kr. Garg both R/o.
H.No. 41, Upper Grd. Floor, Ext,-1-C,
Kaushik Road,Nangloi, Delhi-110041,
have already severed all their relations
from their son namely Mr. Anurag Garg
(M : 8375824877) and his wife namely
Ms. Guishan and their son namely
Parikshit Garg alias hannu, so, have
disowned them with effect from (w.e.f.)
01.07.2022, from all their movable and
immovable properties and assets. Pls.
don't deal with them under belief of
them belong to our clients. Any one
dealing with them would be at his/her
own risk. Our clients wouldn't be
responsible and liable in any direct or
indirectmanner.

Vijay Singla (Advocate)
En. No. D/1358/01
Mob.9868001129

"IMPORTAN

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to
the Public at large that
deceased Mr.Ranjit Mohan
Buckshee as KARTA of
K.C. BUCKSHEE & SONS
(HUF)  was  allotted
Residential Plot No.B-194,
Sector 19 Noida, by the

Noida  Authority  vide
Judgment Dated 27th
May,2006, passed by

Hon'ble Sh. Shakil Ahmad
Khan, Civil Judge in Civil
Suit 1182/1990,which has
become final. The above
said property, has been
held to be Joint Hindu
Property. In pursuance
thereof, now a request has
been made to Noida
Authority to mutate the
said property Jointly in the
names of Mr. Suresh
Bakshi and Mr. Sunil
Mohan Buckshee, which
has been done by Noida
Authorities  vide letter
Dated 28th July,2022.
Members of Public are
hereby notified that if any-
one has any adverse
claim/objection of whatso-
ever nature either on the
transfer of the above said
property in the name of

Mr. Suresh Bakshi and
Mr. Sunil Mohan Buckshee
or they further transferring
the property in favour of
Mr. Kirpal Singh through
POA holder Mr. Anand
Kumar in respect of the
afore said Residential Plot,
he/she is advised to place
their claim /objection with

Noida Authority,
Residential Plot Division,
Sector 6, Noida  with

written evidence within 15

days from the date of the

present publication.

Please note that claims

received without written

evidence shall not be
entertained.

SUNIL MOHAN

BUCKSHEE

C-467 DEFENCE

COLONY,

GROUND FLOOR,

NEW DELHI-110024

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION VACANT

OTHERS

(
Dilshad Garden, GTB Enclave,
Delhi - 110093
Tel. 22584740, 22118756
Invites applications from
qualified and experienced
candidates for the post of

PRINCIPAL

Candidates must have
minimum 10 years experience
of teaching as TGT / PGT /
Vice Principal and good
communication skills.
Female candidates with age not
exceeding 50 years and
experience of Administrative
charge of a recognized Sr. Sec.
School shall be preferred.

Apply within ten days on
prescribed application form
available at school reception

from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Only short listed candidates,
fulfilling the eligibility criteria
as per norms will be called for
interview.
Manager

wm PsPCL

04.08.2022 from 05.00 PM onwards.

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

Funiak ata Poser Corporallon Linsdied

(Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact number 96461-19430)

Tender inquiry No. 01/2022-2023/CD
Dy. Chief Engineer/CIVIL DESIGN, PSPCL, E-2, Shakti Vihar, Patiala, invites E-
tender for DNIT FOR PURCHASE OF 43 GRADE ORDINARY PORTLAND
CEMENT CONFORMING TO IS: 269/2015 (WITH LATEST AMENDMENTS)
PACKED IN NEW SYNTHETIC/JUTE BAGS CONTAINING 20 BAGS IN A MT
AT PSPCL PILOT WORKSHOPS MOHALI, MUKTSAR & SARNA-QUANTITI-
TY-19000 MT. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in (Contact No.- 0172-2970263, 0172-2970284) from

Dated: 04.08.2022

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at

C305/22 16140/Pb

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

55 vyears,
Wheatish,

Unknown

General public is hereby informed that
one female namely Unknown, D/o
Unknown,

R/o Unknown, Age about
Height 5'2", Complexion
Round Face, Thin Built,

Wearing Sky blue colour suit and
red colour salwar was found dead
at Parda Bagh Daryaganj, Opposite

MCD Office, Delhi on 31.07.2022. In
this regard a DD No. 72-A dated 31.07.2022 has been
lodged at PS Daryaganj, Delhi. The dead body has
been preserved for 72 hours in Maulana Azad Medical
College Mortuary for identification.

Any person having any information or clue about this
deceased female may kindly inform to the following.

SHO
PS: Daryaganj, Delhi

DP/1726/CD/2022 Ph.: 011-23274683, 23279331
. GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

5 gt = DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

o

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer,
Rushikulya Bahuda Basin, Berhampur - 760004

e-mail id: se_sicbham@yahoo.com
e-Procurement Notice No. ACE, RBB -14/2022-23

1. Type of Work

2. Total No of Works

3. Amount put to tender
4. Period of completion

: System Improvement Works.

: 01 (One) No.

: Rs 880.19 lakh

1 17 ( Seventeen) calendar months

Procurement | Bid Identification | Bid Amount Avaflla.blllty & .
officer No (Rs. in lakh) | Submission of Bid
On-line
. From
Additional
Chiec:dEnC;i:err, 16.08.2022,
Rushikulya ACE, RBB, (BNID)- 880.19 10.00 A.M.
Bahuda Basin 29/2022-23 to
Berhampur ’ 02.09.2022,
5.00 P.M.
Date of opening of the Technical Bid:- 03.09.2022 at 11.30 A.M.
Further details can be seen from the Govt. website
www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/-

Additional Chief Engineer,
Rushikulya Bahuda Basin,
Berhampur
OIPR-32411/11/0020/2223
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EcoNOMY

GOLD

2B

RUPEE

SILVER

& 52,566

{=)79.40/USD @ $99.53 @ 358,806

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) as of August 3

SENSEX: 58,298.80 ¥ 51.73 (-0.09%) NIFTY:17,382.00 ¥ 6.15 (-0.04%) NIKKEI: 27,932.20 A 190.30 HANG SENG: 20,174.04 A 40695 FTSE:7486.18 A 40.50 DAX:13,725.69 A 13813

PoLicy WATCH
FiscAL, MONETARY STEPS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

THE INTERNATIONAL Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) Thursday sug-
gested India withdraw fiscal
and monetary policy stimulus
gradually, develop export in-
frastructure and scale up ship-
ments by getting into free trade
agreements with key trading
partners, in a bid to maintain
comfortable external sector
balance over medium term.
These steps, the Fund said,
should also be accompanied
by further liberalisation of the
investment regime and a re-
ductionin tariffs, especially on
intermediate goods.
Amidadepreciation of the
rupee against the dollar, the
Fund suggested thatinterven-
tions in the forex market be
limited to “addressing disor-

India needs to

roll back stimulus
gradually: IMF

The IMF suggested
interventions in forex
market be limited to
“addressing
disorderly market
conditions”

derly market conditions”.
Giventhatthe Reserve Bankof
India (RBI) already has com-
fortable level of foreign ex-
changereserves despite recent
drop (these are still enough to
cover eight months of im-
ports), accumulation of addi-
tional reserves is less war-
ranted, it said.

Inits 2022 External Sector
Report, the IMF also said:
“Structural reforms could
deepen integration in global
value chains and attract
FDL..” FE

FPIs REMAIN BUYERS BUT US-CHINA TENSION WEIGHS

Ahead of RBl move onrate
hike, Re, markets tumble

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

THE RUPEE depreciated by 25
paise to close at 79.40 against the
US dollaron Thursday, posting its
second day of losses amid disap-
pointing macroeconomic data
and US-China tensions.

Participants also stayed on
the sidelines ahead of the RBI's
interest rate decision on Friday,
forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local cur-
rency opened at 79.21 and
dropped to an intra-day low of
79.85. It clawed back some lost
ground to finally end at 79.40,
down 25 paise over its previous
close of 79.15.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six currencies,
fell 0.27 per cent to 106.22. Brent
futures, the global oil benchmark,
fell 2.8 per cent to $94.01 per bar-
relasof 2:42 pmET.

According to Gaurang

RUPEE vs DOLLAR

Inverted scale

79.40

July 27

Aug4

Fed officials

Key -
@ headwinds bet on 50 bp
Increase mrate
THE RUPEE has been un-
der immense pressure

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,AUGUST 4

after a record high trade
deficit number and
lower reading of
services PMIL.

US FEDERAL Reserve officials
voiced their determination

Somaiya, Forex & Bullion Analyst,
Motilal Oswal Financial Services,
volatility for the rupee will re-
main high following increasing
tensions between China and US
following US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan.

“We expect the USD-INR
(spot) to trade sideways and
quote in the range of 79.20 and
79.80 in the short-term,”
Somaiya added.

On the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the BSE Sensex ended
51.73 points or 0.09 per cent
lower at 58,298.80 points, while

‘Auto retail sales dip 8% in
July amid low registrations’

Automobile retail sales in the country fell 8% on an annual
basis in July on account of fall in registrations of PVs,
two-wheelers and tractors, as per FADA data

14,36,927

Overall automobile retail sales last
month, as compared with
15,59,106 unitsin July 2021

2,950,972

Passenger vehicle (PV) retail sales
i inJuly, seeingadip of 5% against
i 2,63,238 unitsin year-ago period

REPORT DETAILS: The Federation of Automobile Dealers
Association (FADA), which represents over 15,000 automobile
dealers, said it collected data for July from 1,334 out of 1,409

RTOs across the country

Source: FADA/PTI

(hd =\

|

10,09,574: Two-wheeler
retail sales last month, down
11%from11,33,344 unitsin
July2021

59,573: Tractor sales last
month, down 28% from
82,419 unitsin the year-ago
period

50,349: Three-wheeler
salesin July, increasing by
80% as compared to 27,908
unitsin the year-ago period
66,459: Commercial vehicle
sales, up 27% last month as
against 52,197 unitsin July
2021

Sebi initiates forensic audits of 2 Future cos

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, AUGUST 4

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has initiated
forensic audit into the financial
statements of Future Retail (FRL)
and Future Supply Chain
Solutions (FSC) over concerns of
improper disclosure of financial
information.

The markets regulator has also
appointed Chokshi & Chokshi LLP,
a chartered accountant firm, as

— BRIEFLY —

Amazonfine

New Delhi: The Central Con-
sumer Protection Authority
levied aX1 lakh penalty on
Amazon for selling pressure
cookers that did not meet
quality standards.

RIL, Balenciaga

New Delhi: Reliance Industr-
ies(RIL)arm Reliance Brands
said it has signed a long-
term franchise pact with
Balenciaga to introduce the
luxury fashion brand here.

Zomato stake

New Delhi: Zomato said
Tiger Global cut its stake in
the company by almost half
t02.77%by selling over 18.45
crore shares.

Sebi, MFrules

New Delhi: Sebi has
amended mutual fund rules
toremove applicability of the
definition of “associate” to
sponsors that invest in vari-
ous firms on behalf of bene-
ficiaries of insurance policies.

GAILQ1 net

New Delhi: GAIL (India) Ltd
posted a 51% rise in June
quarter net profit on
bumper margins from gas
marketing. It saw consoli-
dated net profit 0f33,250.95
crore, or ¥7.34 per share, in
April-June, against32,157.15
crore, or Rs 4.81 a share, in
the year-ago period. PTI

Sebi headquarters File

the forensic auditor, two Future
Group companies informed the

stock exchange in separate state-
ments. “The Sebi has reasonable
grounds to believe that the disclo-
sure of financial information and
the business transactions in the
matter of FRL have been dealt
with in a manner which may be
detrimental to the interest of the
investors or the securities mar-
kets...,” Future Enterprises (FEL),
one of the group companies said
inaregulatory update.

“...an intermediary or a per-
sonassociated with the securities
market may have violated the

provisions of the Sebi Act,” the reg-
ulatoryfiling said, quoting aletter
itreceived from Sebi. The letter,an
email, was addressed to FRL's res-
olution professional, it added.

The audit is with respect to
consolidated financial statements
and account books of FRL and
some other entities for the finan-
cial years ended March 2020,
March 2021 and March 2022, it
said. Another group company FSC,
inaseparate statement said anau-
dit of the company would also be
conducted. FE

Adani to buy Macquarie Asia’s
toll roads in Andhra, Gujarat

At enterprise
value of 3,110 cr

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, AUGUST 4

ADANI ROAD Transport Ltd
(ARTL) has inked a definitive
agreement with Macquarie Asia
Infrastructure Fund to acquire
the latter’s 56.8 per cent stake in
Gujarat Road and Infrastructure
Company Ltd (GRICL) and 100
per cent stake in Swarna Tollway
Private Ltd (STPL).

According to arelease issued
by Adani Group on Thursday, the
acquisition — expected to close
in September — is at an enter-
prise value of Rs 3,110 crore.

GRICL has two stretches of
toll roads in Gujarat, including
Ahmedabad to Mehsana on state
highway-41 and Vadodara to
Halol on state highway-87.
Similarly, STPL has two stretches
of toll roads in Andhra Pradesh,

AEL QI net
profit up 76%

New  Delhi: Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL) on
Thursday reported a 76.48
per centrise in consolidated
profit at Rs 468.74 crore for
the first quarter ended June
on the back of higher rev-
enue from operations. PTI

including National Highway-16
from Tada to Nellore and
Nandigama to Ibrahimpatnam
to Vijayawada on NH-65.

Apart from the 56.8 per cent
stake it plans to acquire in GRICL,
ARTL — a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Adani Enterprises Ltd
—will evaluate acquisition of an-
other 26.8 per cent stake owned
by IL&FS in the former. The re-
maining stake in GRICLis owned
by the Gujarat government.

GRICL was promoted jointly
by the Gujarat government and

IL&FS for widening two road
stretches and converting them
to four lane toll roads.

The acquisition of Macquarie
Asia Infrastructure Fund’s toll
road portfolio in Andhra Pradesh
and Gujarat will enhance the
bouquet of ARTL’s business in
highways, which includes eight
hybrid annuity mode (HAM)
projects, five build-operate-
transfer (BOT) projects, and one
toll-operate-transfer (TOT) road
projectin 10 states in the country
with more than Rs 41,000 crore
of projects under management.

ARTL CEO Krishna Prakash
Maheshwari said, “ARTLis com-
mitted to the Adani Group’s na-
tion building initiative with a
portfolio of more than 5,000 lane
km of highway projects under
construction/operation. This is
one of the largest portfolios of
toll road assets with high qual-
ity, strong team, long and robust
track record of growth and
strong cash flow generation with
low leverage.”

Axis Bank to wind up UK subsidiary

New Delhi: Axis Bank will wind up
its UK subsidiary following termi-
nation of an agreement to sell 100
per cent of the stake to OpenPayd
Holdings Ltd.

InMarch 2021, Axis Bank had
informed the exchanges about
entering into a share purchase
agreement with OpenPayd
Holdings for sale of 100 per cent
stake in Axis Bank UK Ltd.

THEBACKSTORY

MInMarch2021,Axis
Bankinformed bourses
aboutenteringintoa
share purchase deal
with OpenPayd
Holdings for sale of 100%
stakein Axis Bank UK

“In this connection, we wish
to inform you that both the par-
ties have mutually decided notto
goahead with the aforesaid trans-
action and accordingly have ter-
minated the Share Purchase
Agreement,” the bank said in a
regulatory filing.

The bank will now initiate the
winding up process of Axis Bank
UK Limited, it added. PTI

again on Wednesday to rein in

International market data till 1900 IST

Long recession fear:
BoE raises rate by
50 bps, most in 27 yrs

Bank of England Governor Andrew Bailey (second from left)
with other officials of the UK central bank at the BoE’s
financial stability report news conference, London. Reuters

the broader NSE Nifty fell 6.15
points or 0.04 per cent to
17,382.00 points.

Foreign institutional investors
remained net buyers in the cap-
ital market on Wednesday as
they purchased shares worth
Rs 765.17 crore, as per exchange
data.

Forex traders said the rupee
is underperforming among Asian
currencies amid a record high
trade deficit and safe-haven de-
mand for the dollar as investors
weigh risks associated with the
US-China tensions. WITH PTI

high inflation.

“The morelikely scenariois we
would continue raising (interest
rates)and then we would sit there
until we have a lot of confidence
that inflation is well on its way
back down to 2 per cent,”
Minneapolis Fed president Neel
Kashkari added.

“I start from the idea that 50
bps would be a reasonable thing
to do in September because I be-
lieve I'm seeing evidence ... that
there are some bright spots for
me,” San Francisco Fed president
Mary Daly said. REUTERS

‘SpiceJet flights to be
reinstated gradually’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 4

THE DIRECTORATE General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) will allow
SpiceJet Ltd to reinstate flightsin
a“graded manner” once the air-
line shows it has sufficient engi-
neering strength and the finan-
cial ability to stock up on spares,
the watchdog told Reuters.

Last week, in an unprece-
dented move, it slashed

by 50 per cent for a period of
eight weeks after an audit re-
vealed the airline’s inability to
establish “a safe, efficient and re-
liable” service.

DGCA chief Arun Kumar said
SpiceJet will be permitted to re-
instate its capacity butinagrad-
ual manner and once it demon-
strates it has fixed the
manpower and spare part short-
ages. “At this point of time we
feel they can only operate 50% of
their capacity without compro-
mising safety,” Kumar said.

REUTERS
LONDON, AUGUST 4

THE BANK of England (BoE)
raised interest rates by the most
in27 yearson Thursday inanat-
tempt to smother surging infla-
tion on track to top 13 per cent,
even as it warned a long reces-
sion is coming,

Reeling from a surge in en-
ergy prices after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, the BoE’s rate-
setters voted 8-1 for a half
percentage-point rise in Bank
Rate to 1.75 per cent, its highest
since late 2008. MPC member
Silvana Tenreyro cast the lone
vote on Thursday for a smaller
25-basis-point increase.

The big hike had been ex-
pected by most economists in a
Reuters poll as central banks
around the world scramble to
contain soaring prices.

Sterling fell as the BoE said
Britain would enter a recession
at the end of 2022 and not
emerge until early 2024.
Governor Andrew Bailey said
economic uncertainty was ex-
ceptionally large and all options
are open. “Returning inflation to
the 2 per cent target remains our
absolute priority,” he said. “There
are no ifs or buts about that.”

The BoE said Britain was fac-
ing its biggest slump in living

standards since records beganin
the 1960s. Bailey said he had
“huge sympathy” for households
facing rising borrowing costs but
“I'mafraid the alternative is even
worse, in terms of persistent in-
flation.” Feedback from business
leaders and the BoE’s own sur-
veys showed inflation pressure
building in the labour market be-
cause of a severe shortage of jobs
candidates, he said.

Bailey noted that British in-
flation had averaged around 2
per cent over the 25 years since
the BoE gained operational inde-
pendence, “not the case for all
central banks, certainly.”

The central bank said Britain
was facing a recession with a
peak-to-trough fall in output of
2.1 per cent, similar toa slumpin
the 1990s but far less than the
hits from Covid-19 and the
2008-09 global financial crisis.

The new forecast was worse
than recent projections by the
International Monetary Fund,
which has said Britain will have
the slowest growth and the
highestinflationin 2023 among
the world’s big developed
economies. The BoE said con-
sumer price inflation was now
likely to peak at 13.3 per cent in
October - the highest since 1980
- due mostly to the surge in en-
ergy prices following Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine.

KONKﬁN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

SpiceJet’s approved departures
(A Government of India Undertaking)

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Chief Commercial Manager, Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd., invites
following two tenders through IREPS e-tendering system, from
interested parties: 1) Exclusive Interior advertising rights on Train No.
10111/10112 CSMT-MAO-CSMT Konkankanya Express & Train No.
10103/10104 CSMT-MAO-CSMT Mandovi Express over Konkan
Railway, for Three Rakes. 2) Exclusive Interior advertising rights on
Train No. 50108/10106 Madgaon-Sawantwadi-Diva and Train No.
10105/50107 Diva-Sawantwadi-Madgaon over Konkan Railway,
for Two Rakes. Tender No. CO-16031/12/2022-COMM. Sale
of Tender forms: From 05.08.2022 to 18.08.2022. Last date
of submission of tenders: On 18.08.2022 upto 17:00 hrs. Opening of
tenders: On 18.08.2022 at 17:30 hrs. For more details, please
visit www.ireps.gov.in

faco fazafgencsa
DELHI TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

(Estd. by Govt. of Delhi vide Act 6 of 2009)
(Formerly Delhi College of Engineering)
Shahbad Daulatpur, Bawana Road, Delhi-110042

Notice Inviting e-Tenders

E-Tender (online tender) is invited for execution of the following works in
Delhi Technological University, Delhi:

S. g ‘e’ Tender | Dateof Opening
No| 'tem Description IDNo. | of Technical Bids
1 |Special Repair/Maintenance and
Aluminum Work at Residential
Blocks (Type-V, Type-IV. Type-ll 235(7)65;%_ 20.08.2022
and Type-Il) at DTU Campus , -
Bawana Road, Delhi.

The details of Items, EMD, Tender document, Date & Time of submission
of bids/opening of bids etc. is available on the 'e-procurement’ website of
Govt. of NCT of Delhi http://govtprocurement.delhi.2ov.in against
Tender 1.D. No. mentioned above.

For participation in these tenders through e-procurement solution, all the
tenderers are required to have digital certificate and registration with the

application service provider (ASP).
CPO, DTU

A A, WS ugrs

«z. RajCOMP Info Services Limited (RISL)

C-Block, 1st Floor, Yojana Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur.

RISL invites ebids from the eligible bidders for the following:

NIB No./ Date/ Particulars Estimated |Start of sale
Unique bid no. Cost/EMD | /Last date
3183/02.08.2022 RFP for Selection of Agency for, design, |Rs.2.40Cr./{03.08.2022
(RIS2223SLOB development and implementation of Rs.4.80 [26.08.2022
00043) Unified NOC Management System (UNMS) Lacs

Details can be seen on the websites http:/risl.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://doitc.rajasthan.gov.in. Bids are to be submitted through http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/22/5909 Additional Director

(BEST] [BEST)

RE-INVITED E-TENDERS

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(OF THE BRIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA)

E-tender is invited for the supply of following item.
(1) Selection of service provider for deploying e-scooters for the last-
mile connectivity with buses for BEST Undertaking,

(2) 73747, (3) 73748.

Note : For more details, log on to website hitps://mahatenders.gov.in.
PRO/AAM(M)/73/2022 GENERAL MANAGER

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly Owned Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

(Through e-Procurement portal only)

BESCOM invites tender against following Enquiry Nos:

1) BESCOM/GM-DAS/RTU-AMC/22-23/15 for Annual
Maintenance of Remote Terminal Units.

2) BESCOM/GM-DAS/CS-Accessories/22-23/03/Call-2 for
Supply and Installation of Communication Antenna and
support accessories.

The bid documents can be obtained through e-procurement
portal website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in on
08.08.2022, 16:00 Hrs. onwards e-procurement helpdesk:

+91 80 46010000, 22631200 or e-mail: support@ihelpdesk.com

hHTeh: 1483

HHAT-StehT

femtieR: 29.07.2022

(DIPR/C/9609/2022 )faferer woiter
fers-gumT W 04/2022-23 § WIER

For Electricity related Sd/-
complaints call: 1912 General Manager (DAS)
Download BESCOM Mithra Mobile APP BESCOM

9 FATE & T 1128 e 12.07.2022 F G T AW o 2 A AR &g SR Whapferat
% siqia wigd wew o W fAfaer # fFrger deiEa fme s g

Ea Fererzor o & wemttora HONER S T
. Hones gt S|

1 |fore ameRA eRAee |feiE 20.07.2022 A 9.30 @S ¥ |fEAiE 20.07.2022 WA: 9.30 TS
H H AE 10.08.2022 |F 06.00 & TF ¥ 17.08.2022 | 06.00 T T

2 |@-fae fafém iR 22.07.2022 UT: 11.00 ot feAt 02.08.2022 Ura: 11.00

o

3 (e s wRam/ |fEATE 22.07.2022 WEARE 12.00 St 9| iR 02.08.2022 HEARE 12.00 991
YA I T qRE [ 10.08.2022 T 06.00 ol T ¥ 17.08.2022 WA 06.00 T T

4 |fere Wiem 1 TR | 12.08.2022 I HEATE TETT 04.00 ST 18.08.2022 I WEATE T&Td
04.00 Tt

5 |fore yok  ufr|fae gow, ufR Yo 9 eReR fv|fre gow, WhR Yo 9 R
Yo 9 e AR| T A & I e gRy iR | AR S @ & - =e 5w
A S I FD22.07.2022 ¥ 10.08.2022 |G 02.08.2022 | 17.08.2022

'O AURANGABAD MUNICIPAL
521 CORPORATION, AURANGABAD

E-Tender Notice 2022 - 2023

Tender Notice

E-Tender in B-1 form for the following work invited by
the City Engineer, Municipal Corporation, Aurangabad
(M.S.)

Name of Work : Providing, Erecting & Fixing Cantilever
Type Single Pole Overhead Smart
Signages on Various Road in

i SR S R E T S S HA Aurangabad City.
7 T T e < TenderValue : Rs.62,14,781.00
UBN§v3b2223ws0303845 PWD2223WLOB03846 Please Visit https://mahatenders.gov.in for detailed
PWD2223WLOB03847 PWD2223WLOB03848 e information from Date : 03-08-2022.
(g ) Sd/-
sl gou s City Engineer
DIPR/C/10226/2022 e, - Municipal Corporation Aurangabad.
N BN New Delh N BN
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EXPRESS ADDA

‘No poor person should die in this

country for lack of treatment’
SN |
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(From right) Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya with Kaunain Sheriff, Assistant Editor, The Indian Express,and Anant Goenka, Executive Director, The Indian Express

N

Steadfast

PHEWRIIE SPORTE

a7l
|
RLUTSLTION

Progenis

TheIndianEXPRESS

AGDA

Azzociabe Farines

e E
Apaiio a

Hospitality Partner
S MERIDIEH

[Tt

DeVANS

=

t the latest edition of Express Adda,

Union Health Minister Mansukh

Mandaviya spoke on behind-the-

scenes of India’s mammoth vaccine
drive, preventive health modules and how the
digital health mission can make treatment both
accessible and affordable

On the success of India’s

COVID-19 vaccination drive

I don’t see the success only through the
prismof vaccine administration. India’s story
isbuilt on vaccine research, developing of in-
digenous resources, manufacturing, admin-
istration and delivery. In short, it defines
Atmanirbhar Bharat. When over 2.5 crore
doses were administered by midnight on
September 17, making it the highest single-
day vaccination, it was a personal milestone.

I'm fromavillage, where to hear of avac-
cine was itself a big deal. Getting vaccinated
was amammoth challenge. Today, vaccines
are available in villages. About 73 per cent of
the rural population has been vaccinated.

On Centre & States
working together
during the vaccine drive

That is the USP of PM Narendra Modi.
When the Covid crisis began, people had ap-
prehensions about the quality of a home-
grown vaccine, whether we’d be able to vac-
cinate the entire population within given
timelines. But Mr Modi told us to fight the
crisis in mission mode, in the spirit of sewa,
and not be blinded by political fights. Our
goals were specific and single-minded:
speedy vaccination of citizens, scaling up
vaccine manufacturing and financially sup-
porting manufacturing companies. I was the
Minister of State for Chemicals and Fertilisers
then and the Department of Pharmaceutical
was part of my portfolio. I visited each plant
and personally documented their strengths,
weaknesses, requirements and worked out
ways to escalate production. Many compa-

nies had the scientists and capacity to pro-
duce in bulk but no facilities. So we linked
them with companies that had them. We
sourced raw material and our production
volumes increased to three times. Today, 98
per cent of the population (18 and above),
have been administered the first dose while
91 per cent have received both doses. The
precaution dose is ongoing. We've also ex-
ported vaccines and supported other coun-
tries. Indian manufacturers didn’t think of
profit. Rather, we supplied quality medicines
at affordable prices. Vaccines, which cost
$20-25 globally, were provided for $4-5.The
kind of fear and deaths during the second
wave, were seen in the third wave, too, in
many countries. But we had already carried
out the vaccinations, so we got saved. At
around 1,50,000 vaccination centres per day,
there were enough vaccinators, syringes. Our
drive was an example of best-management
practices. That's why the world praised us.
Bill Gates congratulated our Covid manage-
ment efforts at the World Economic Forum.
When Covid began, the PM assessed that we
didn’t have a dearth of brainpower and man-
power but lack of faith in our scientists. We
trusted them.

On why Moderna & Pfizer
were not launched in India

We didn’t stop anyone from coming into
the country. We just asked them to get the
registration done in India to sell their vac-
cines but they had reservations. There was
aclause toremove indemnity and sovereign
guarantees but we insisted on compliance
with local rules and regulations. Besides, by

VOICE BANK

DR NARESH TREHAN
CHAIRMAN & MD,
MEDANTA - THE MEDICITY

In healthcare, what is your
vision for the next 10-25 years

that goes on, where some tax
increases or there is demand for
concession. In two years, the
infrastructure cost has become
150 per cent. We should know
with clarity whether one should
invest in the coming years?
What should be one’s role as
nation builders?

If someone invests, then

they’d want to know what the
future holds for them. They
wouldn’t want to invest and get
stuck. A partnership is necessary
between private and government
sectors. When we show you the
vision for 25 years, you'll see

the solutions and that vision will

for private and public hospitals, be formed with all the
and NGOs? What will be your stakeholders’ contributions in
role in this? There is a struggle the coming future.

. communicable diseases,

DR BISHNU PANIGRAHI
GROUP HEAD, MEDICAL
STRATEGY & OPERATIONS,
FORTISHEALTHCARE

If there were a common
database, it would be good for
health economics and disease
prevalence in public and private
sector. Talking of non-

cancer is spreading but health
screening is not happening.
How should we do that? Like
TB, can cancer become a
notifiable disease too? This
way, it'll be picked up early.
Health screening is done by a lot
of states from their primary
schools. The best way to register
cancer is through screening.
When cancer is detected in the
first stage, survival chances
increase. Primary health and
wellness centres help in
screening for breast cancers,
cervical cancers, oral cancers —
which are more in number. It is
important to give them financial
support through the
government. Teleconsultations
should be enabled through
eSanjeevani app.

DRKARAN THAKUR
VP, PROJECTS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS,
APOLLOHOSPITALS

CoWIN was a game changer.Is
there any policy in the future like
the CoWIN app that everyone
canuse?

Iwant to bring universal vaccines
into the CoWIN app.Itis getting
more popular in the world.

AMAN PURI
FOUNDER DIRECTOR,
STEADFAST NUTRITION

Life expectancy is improving at
0.33% in India. How can
we improve our quality
of life?
Quality oflife has a huge purview.

Someone in a poor village and a rich
mansion will have different criteria for
quality of life. NFHS-5 (National
Family Health Survey) says that the
quality of life is already improving.
Even in the furthest villages, their
houses and toilets and electricity are
assured. Their primary requirements
are getting met.

(From left to right) Dr Naresh Trehan, Chairman and Managing Director,
Medanta - The Medicity; Dr Arvind Lal, Managing Director, Lal PathLabs; Dr
Sandeep Guleria, Kidney Transplant Surgeon, Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals,
New Delhi; Dr Suranjit Chatterjee, Senior Consultant, Internal Medicine,
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals, New Delhi; Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya; Anant Goenka, Dr Rajesh Chawla, Senior Consultant,
Pulmonology and Critical care, Indraprastha Apollo Hospital
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Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya at the Express Adda

then Indian companies had begun mass-
scale production, so they won the race.

On tackling regular
Covid surges

We take decisions only after consulting
experts. Once, after a discussion on a sur-
vey in New York, which studied 200 peo-
ple to assess the effects of a vaccine, we
discussed if a modern app like CoOWIN,
which has data on dosage in every Indian
city and the vaccinator, could be used by
the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) to issue a similar re-
port.ICMR came out with its
study that was globally
recognised. Similarly, for
COVID, our experts guide us.
Atpresent, various sub-vari-
ants of are causing infections.
Our team says that when a
variant has a sub-variant, its
effectsareless severe. So, the

Switzerland, there are more cycles than
people. It's the same in Denmark. Every
country hasadifferent climate, soil and re-
sources which influence their food. Our
country is extremely diverse. Every state
hasits own unique food. Besides eating the
food we have grown up with, we alsoneed
to exercise. Simple tweaks like using a cy-
cle for shortdistances and reserving the car
forlonger journeys are helpful. WhenIwas
staying at North Avenue, I'd cycle to the
Parliament. Health has to be seen as a key
index of development. The idea to make
healthcare affordable and ac-
cessible led to the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana, the ECRP-II
package, the Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission and the expansion of
the National Health Mission.

Aperson living in the re-
motest area should feel that
there is public concern

virus will stay and become  Scanthe QRcodeto about his/her well-being. A

like influenza, afflicting peo-
ple once or twice every year.
Butin India, it is under control.

On collaborating with private
sector to screen Non
Communicable Diseases

Screening s crucial to make healthcare
accessible and affordable apart from
strengthening public health. Modiji de-
cided tostart 1,50,000 health and wellness
centres. Out of these, 1,20,000 have already
come up and can conduct tests for 13 dis-
eases. India is the only country where be-
sides primary, secondary and tertiary
healthcare, we also have the
ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activists)
behen. The role of these workers in man-
aging women’s health is significant.
Keeping this data set in mind, we should
focus on a national awareness campaign
on screening.

On sedentary lifestyles
and healthcare

We are adopting a Western lifestyle but
how do we balance it? In a country like

watch Adda

poor villager with a heart
condition often avoids surgi-
cal intervention because he cannot
arrange the Rs 1.5-2 lakh without help
from a moneylender. And he does not
want to pass on the burden to repay the
loan on to his family. I've seen many such
incidents in my own village. Ayushman
Bharat emerged from this gap between
accessibility and affordability. In the last
fewyears, 3.5 crore people have had sur-
geries and their lives have been saved.

On measures for those
not eligible under
Ayushman Bharat

Once we strengthen Ayushman
Bharat, we will look at expanding
health infrastructure by setting up 22
AIIMS centres. Healthcare is free in gov-
ernment hospitals and the poor are
covered under some or the other
scheme. But schemes don’t work in a
straitjacketed manner. With time, we
will need improvements. No poor per-
son should die in this country for lack
of treatment.

VOICE BANK

DRANOOPMISRA
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN, FORTIS
C-DOC HOSPITAL FOR DIABETES
&ALLIEDSCIENCES

We had alot of national control
programmes for diabetes but
there’s no decrease in the cases.In
factthere’s an explosion. The
entire economy is getting
impaired because of this. It’s easy
tosayit’san individual problem,
but until there are legal and policy
changes, there may notbea
change. Do we need to think out of
thebox?

We do need to think out of the
box. This issue cannot be com-
pletely turned around. So we need
to take this step by step.

VNDALMIA
DIRECTOR AND FORMER CHAIRMAN,
DALMIAGROUP

There are many obstacles in
starting medical colleges. Then
children study medicine abroad.

Uponreturning, their degree isn’t
recognised. Your thoughts? Also,
shouldn’t we teach our children
about exercise and food habits in
primary school?

In the country, the 48,000 MBBS
seats have increased to 97,000. There
are more than 612 medical colleges.
We need more. Abroad, through
middlemen, kids end up studyingin
any random college and their gov-
ernment doesn’t give them permis-
sion to practise. We decided with
NMCif a child wants to study abroad,
he/she should clear an exam to prac-
tise here. Under the new education
policy, children will become more
health-conscious.

DR SUNEET MARWAH
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER,
INDIAN SPINAL INJURIES CENTRE

The government wants to add a
five per cent GST on room rent.
Won't this affect affordable
health?Is there a way that
hospitals can be given some
benefit which they can pass on to
the patients?

There are two kinds of healthcare.
One way is where a patient gets
treatment at a private hospital. The
otheris by using government
hospitals and schemes. In the case of
the latter, the idea is that there
should be no inconvenience.

SUDARSHAN SUCHI
CEO, SAVE THE CHILDREN

The frontline warriors, which
included some NGOs, were
working very hard in the
pandemic. In the future, how
will the government work with
the NGOs?

Allthe NGOs, individuals and
government resources

together tackled the pandemic. So
nobody in the country had to sleep
hungry. NGOs are a significant part
of our culture. We have a databank
of all NGOs in NITIAYOG as well.

Mandaviya interacting with the guests

On going undercover for
first-hand reports

Whatis the last-mile effect of the deci-
sions thatlam taking inside my office? Till
youdon'tseeit,youwon'tunderstand. And
it'snotjust me, the entire Cabinet is doing
sotosee thatbeneficiaries are not cheated
and implementation of schemes is fair.
When I visit cities, [ survey various hospi-
tals and Jan Aushadhi Kendras. It is satis-
fying to see a person buying medicines
comfortably. So, when we sit down to
make decisions, our morale is higher.

On trust deficit between
doctors and patients

Even today, the faith and respect that
people have for doctors in India is much
better thanin other countries. Our citizens
often consider doctors demi-Gods.
Stressed patients may express themselves
aggressively. That should not happen. We
are also doing orientation courses with
doctors.Inmany countries, doctors, nurses
and paramedic staff stopped coming to
hospitals during the Covid crisis but med-
ical personnel in our country risked their
own lives and reported for duty.

On need for changes
in medical training

We are working on two things aggres-
sively. One s affordable and quality health-
care for which a lot of medical tourism is
happening. How do we encash that? The
other is our health workforce which is in
demand all over the world. Can India con-
tribute to global healthcare?

If we want to change medical educa-
tion, we will have to assess the country’s
requirements, the kind of medical educa-
tion thatis being followed globally and the
need to future-proof ourselves. We'llneed
to have conversations with our scientists,
hospital staff and bureaucrats. Only after
we've taken suggestions and opinions of
all stakeholders can we draw up action-
able plans and move forward. The govern-
ment’s vision for the health sector is not
short-term. We are planning for ‘Amrit

Kaal’, when the country celebrates 100
years of freedom. Governments keep
changing but when you plan like this, the
country’s holistic growth can happen.

On digital health ID

From the beginning, Modjiji has fo-
cussed on a digital India. Jan-Dhan ac-
counts have helped people get direct cash
transfers during Covid-stressed times.
Similarly, under ABDM, a significant ele-
ment is the digital account or the
Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA).
This is important because my attending
doctor can access all my health informa-
tion and history on a digital platform and
only an OTP can activate it. There is data
privacy too. My account cannot be re-
opened untilanew OTPis generated. This
is going to be agame changer as more than
20 crore people have opened an ABHA ac-
count. It'sa huge campaignand could bea
global first. I request people to join hands
with the mission.

On R&D, innovation
and inventing drugs

We are the pharmacy of the world and
a huge exporter of generic medicines. For
muscular dystrophy, one injection costsRs
16 crore. Imagine if we can make this cost-
effective. We've linked industry and aca-
demia and are strengthening the National
Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and
Research (NIPER). We will soon be bring-
ing in a policy for the pharma sector.

On a national
mental health plan

During COVID, many institutes
started teleconsultations and received
up to 200 distress calls every day. Every
state should have a teleconsultation
centre. We've also started a programme
of training doctors to address mental
healthissues in hospitals. We want peo-
ple toalso use the eSanjeevani app to get
a teleconsultation with a specialist to
avoid stigma. We have started mental
health programmes in districts and
trained doctors.

Photos: Renuka Puri, Amit Mehra, Abhinav Saha
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BOARD CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARY APPOINTMENTS, MOVEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS, HONOURS

INAUGURATION- ONGC

M/o Petroleum & Natural Gas & Housing and Urban Affairs
Hardeep Singh Puriinaugurated the fourth ONGC Para Games
in Thyagaraj Sports Complex in Delhi recently. In this current
4th edition, apart from ONGC, 7 other PEs are participating.

MOU-INDIANOIL

I0CL signed an MoU with NTCA for transcontinental reloca-
tion of ‘Cheetah’ in India, in an event at New Delhi. The MoU
was signed by SM Vaidya, Chairman, I0CL & Dr S P Yadav,
ADG (Project Tiger) and Member Secy (NTCA).

EVENT- NHB

NHB organised the final event for showcasing the contribu-
tions of the Sustainable Use of Natural Resources and En-
ergy Financing India Housing Programme towards green
housing in the country at Silver Oak, IHC, New Delhi.

CAMP- PSB

AMega credit outreach camp was organised by Punjab & Sind
Bank at Dehradun in which loans of Rs 22 cr were sanctio-
ned. The program was inaugurated by Zonal Manager Ma-
hima Agarwal & was attended by customers & branch officials.

ANNOUNCE
UJVN Limited

EVENTS,

H.O.: “UJJWAL”, Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006

AWARD - PNB

PNB won the first prize for the Target Achiever’s Category at
the “Agri Infra Fund Award Ceremony 2022” organized under
the Agri Infra Fund Campaigns launched by M/o Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare.

REVIEW MEETING- NORTHERN RAILWAY

A Gangal, GM NR held a review meeting with the departmental
heads & DRMSs of NR. Deliberations were held on keeping focus
on passenger amenities at stations like extension of platforms,
increase of level of platforms, washable aprons, etc.

LAUNCHES,

CSR
UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR

CONFERRED - POWERGRID

VK Singh, Dir.(Pers), POWERGRID has been conferred with
an Honorary Doctorate by Sunrise University of Rajasthan for
his exceptional contribution towards enhancement of Human
Capital Management.

BIJLI MAHOTSAV- POSOCO

The Ministry of Power in association with District Adminis-
tration, & coordinated by POSOCO, organised a ‘Bijli Ma-
hotsav’ under the umbrella of Ujjwal Bharat Ujjwal Bhav-
ishya—Power @2047 at Govt Girls HS School, South Delh.

MoU- NHPC

An MoU was signed between NHPC & Trust Cradle for Setting-
up a Library-cum Study Centre at Kailana Village, Sonipat,
Haryana under the CSR initiative of NHPC. NHPC has sanctioned
an amount of Rs 22.0 Lakh for this project under CSR.

RAISING DAY - CRPF

Group Centre CRPF, Langjing, Imphal, celebrated its 52nd
raising day. On this auspicious occasion, GC CRPF,
Langjing, Imphal organized various programmes. A fete was
also organized on this occasion.

INAUGURATION- INDIA INT’L HOSPITALITY EXPO

The 4-day India International Hospitality Expo 2022 was
inaugurated at India Expo Centre and Mart, Greater Noida
by BB Swain, Secy MSME, along with R Kumar, Chairman

IEML and Mercy Epao, Jt Secy MSME.

INITTIATIVES,

APPOINTMENTS,

Tata Power-DDL appeals to Delhiites not to fly kites near
electrical installations and overhead power lings ahead of
the festival season. The kite string, popularly termed as
‘Manjha’ often getin contact & entangled with the overhead
live wire. The wide-spread use of metal coated manjha
poses a great danger not only to the person flying the kite, but
may also disrupt electricity supply of anarea Kite Flying is
popular especially around Independence Day in Delhi. Ac-
cording to estimates, tripping of one 33/66 KV overhead
line can disrupt power supply to over 10,000 residents of an
area and tripping of a single 11 KV line to over 2,500 resi-
dents. It can take anywhere between15 minutes to 2 hours to
deal with damage caused by kite flying to power cables.
Each year, there are several instances of kite-flying-related
trippings.

MOVEMENTS,

PNB Financial Results for the Quarter Ended 30th June
2022 Global Gross Advances grew by 10.21% on YoY
basis to . 800177 Cr. Retail Creditincreased by 10.77%
on YoY basis to 146321 Cr as at the end of June’22.
CASA share improved by 119 bps to 46.34%. Savings de-
posits grew by 6.61% to 447258 Cr. Net profit for Q1
FY'23 was at 308 Cr & grew 52.48% on QoQ.basis. Op-
erating Profit was at. 5379 Cr during Q1 FY’23. Net inter-
est income increased by 4.27% YoY to 75143 Cr. Fee
basedincome increased by 25.68% YoY to. 2055 Cr.

PSB Key Highlights of Reviewed Financial Results for
the Q1 FY 2022-23 Net Profit grows by 17.82% on Y-0-Y
basis from Rs.174 Cr for Q1 FY2022 to Rs.205 Cr for
Q1 FY 2023. Net Interest Income grows by 22.45% on Y-
0-Y basis to Rs.709 Crin Q1 FY2023. Return on Assets
improves to 0.64%, improvement of 5 bps (Y-0-Y). Net In-
terest Margin improves to 2.92% in Q1 FY2023 from
2.50% in Q1FY2022. CASA Deposit share improves by
269 bps & stands at a level of 34.00% with a growth of
11.97% on Y-0-Y basis. RAM (Retail, Agriculture &
MSME) Advances grow by 15.88% on Y-0-Y basis. Retail
advances up by 17.99% to Rs.12040 Cr (Y-0-Y). MSME
advances up by 17.09% to Rs.13038 Cr (Y-0-Y). Agricul-
ture advances up by 12.29% to Rs.10903 Cr (Y-0-Y).

BIS is committed to quality of products and services.
The Indian Standards formulated by BIS form the basis for
Product Certification Schemes, which provide Third
Party Assurance of Quality of products to consumers.
BIS implements Quality Control Orders (QCOs) issued
by the Government which ensure that the notified prod-
ucts conform to the requirements of the relevant Indian
Standard(s). After the date of commencement of the
QCO, no person can manufacture, import, distribute, sell,
hire, lease, store or exhibit for sale any product(s) covered
under the QCO without a Standard Mark except under a
valid certification from BIS.

Punjabi Academy, Delhi has successfully organized
"Teej Festival" at Dilli Haat, Pitampura, New Delhi on 30-31
July 2022. Multiple renowned artists such as Kamal Gill,
Monika Kotnala (Rinky) and Punjabi Movie "Bajre Da
Sitta" fame actress Noor Chehal have enthusiastically
performed in the programme. Apart from the Folk
Singing related to Teej Festival, Punjabi Folk dancesi .e.
Gidha & Bhangra has also been brilliantly performed by
the Academy artists.

CELEBRATIONS

Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN No.U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website:www.ujvnl.com
Letter No: 486 Date: 03/08/2022

“e” Procurement short term tender Notice

Office of the Executive Engineer (E&M-I), Vyasi Project, Dakpathar, UJVN
Ltd. Invites online bids from interested parties. Brief summary of tenderis
given below:
Tender No. 07/EE(E&M-I)/VP/2022-23
Name of work : Annual Operation & Maintenance Contract for Electrical
Installations & DG sets at Office & Residence
Estimated Cost : Rs 4022258/- (GST Extra).
Date of availability of bid document on website : 06-08-2022 10:00 Hrs
Last Date for submission of bids on website : 22-08-2022 up to 17:00Hrs
For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal
“http://uktenders.gov.in”
Executive Engineer (E&M-I), Vyasi Project

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY”

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Procurement Tender Notice No. dated : 01.08.2022
30/P-69/2022-23/TMC/HQ/NCR/Prayagraj
OPEN TENDER NOTICE

On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Engineer, North Central
Railway, Subedarganj, Prayagraj-211015 invites the following E-Procurement
Tenders. (The complete information along with tender document of this E-
Procurement Tender are available in website on http://ireps.gov.in. upto 15:00
hrs. of the due date of tender opening).

Tender . _— : Tender
SN Brief Description uantit
No. P Q v Value
Procurement of Spare Parts for Track
Machine. [RC with OEM/ Authorized| As per
™C dealer] o Section
1 0292223 Detall§ of description, make and IV of |3,64,65,750/-
quantity as per tender document. tender
[Acceptable Make : Kalugaputm|document
ash]

Earnest Money : 7,29,400/-
Date of opening : 26.08.22

Note:- 1. The complete information along with Tender document of above E-
Procurement Tender is available on website https://ireps.gov.in. Up to 14:30
hrs. On the due date of tender opening. 2. Following condition has been
included in Tender Document vide Railway Board Letter No.
2001/RS(g)/779/7 Pt | Dated : 29.06.2017 "Whenever tender is floated with
purchase restriction from sources approved by nominated authorities and
there exists a suspected cartel situation by approved sources or the rates
available from approved/sources are adjudged unreasonably high, despite
fair efforts as permissible, the purchaser reserves the right to place order on
firms outside the approved vendors list, without any restrictions". 3. Bids other
than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above Tenders. For
this purpose,” venders are required to get themselves registered with IREPS
website along with class Il Digital signature certificates issued by CCA under
IT Act-2000. 4. This tender notice has also been uploaded on
www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. 5. Allocation for Security deposit and Earnest
money is "Deposit Misc stores 00844523. 6 In case of any difficulty helpdesk
available on the website of IREPS may be approached. 1008/22 (AN)

& North central railways  www.ncr.indianrailways.govin B8 @CPRONCR [l @northcentralrailway
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MENTS,
@"I Department of Physics
Notice of Bid

Online Bids are invited for the purchase of X-ray Photoelectron
Spectroscopy (XPS) with Ultraviolet Photoelectron
Spectroscopy (UPS) unit in the Department of Physics of
Rajasthan University, Jaipur till the date 25.08.2022 and up to
2.30 PM. The interested firm/company/Bidders may download
bid form from the website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in e-
procurement portal and also from the websites
www.uniraj.ac.in and http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

UBN No. URA2223GLOB00072

NIB URA2223A0026
Head, Department of Physics

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE
Tel: 06782-262249, Fax: 262931,

email: eerwss_bls@nic.in, eerwssbls @gmail.com.

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Tendering

Identification No. 19 / 2022-23 Dt. 02.08.2022
The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Balasore on behalf of the
Governor of Odisha invites bids from bidders of eligible class registered
with the Odisha State Government and bidders of equivalent Grade /
Class registered with Central Government / MES / Railways for the works
detailed in the table below to be eventually drawn up in P1 contract with
design and execution of the following Piped Water Supply Projects.
1. Nos. of Work : 19 Nos RPWS schemes in Balasore
district (Clubbed-up).
: Rs. 303.29 lakhs & Rs. 422.36 lakhs
: 330 days

bid : Dt. 08.08.2022 at 16.00 hours to

22.08.2022 up to 17.00 hours through

online.
: Dt. 10.08.2022 at 10.00 hours to Dt.

17.08.2022 up to 15.00 hours
: Dt. 23.08.2022 at 11.00 hours in the O/O
EE, RWSS Division, Balasore.
Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division,
Balasore

2
5 o ¥
et

0-785

2. Estimated cost
. Period of completion

4. Availability of
document in Portal

w

5. Seeking of Clarification
6. Date of opening of Bid

7. Name and address of the :
Officer Inviting Tender

Bid Cost will be receipt through electronic payment by NEFT / RTGS.

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal:

http://tendersodisha.gov.in Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE.

OIPR/25013/11/0013/2223

;:‘:;* Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,
e Victoria Park, Meerut

T
E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE 1. Open tender is invited
through e-tendering for supply of 25000 no. Gl Stay Set
16x1800 mm and 1000 no. Gl Stay Set 20x1800 mm
against tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/MM/52/22-23.
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) :- Rs. 165000.00 (with
GST) Last Date of tender submission & Time :-
07.09.2022 at 2:00 PM Date of tender opening (Part-1&Il)
& Time:- 07:09.2022 at 16.30 hrs. 2. Open tender is invited
through e-tendering for supply of 500 No. 9 Mtr. Steel
Tubular Pole (SP-33) (Bottom portion hot dip Galvanized)
& 5000 No. 11 Mtr. Steel Tubular Pole (SP-55) (Bottom
portion hot dip Galvanized) against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/MM/53/22-23 Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)
- Rs. 1275000.00 (with GST) Last Date of tender
submission & Time :- 02.09.2022 at 2:00 PM Date of
tender opening (Part-1&ll) & Time:- 02.09.2022 at 16.30
hrs. 3. Open short term tender is invited through e-
tendering for supply of 64000 No. 11 KV composite
polymeric pin insulator against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/MM/54(s)/22-23 Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) :- Rs. 99000.00 (with GST) Last Date of tender
submission & Time:- 18.08.2022 at 14:00 hrs. Date of
tender opening (Part-l &ll) & Time:- 18.08.2022 at 16:30
hrs. 4. Open short term tender is invited through e-
tendering for supply of 300 No. 33 KV KV Lightning
Arrestor against tender specification no. PVVNL-
MT/MM/55(s)/22-23 Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) :- Rs.
15000.00 (with GST) Last Date of tender submission &
Time:- 22.08.2022 at 14:00 hrs. Date of tender opening
(Part-1&Il) & Time:- 22.08.2022 at 16:30 hrs. Note:- In
case of any amendment & detailed information in tender
specification or date of extension, the same shall be
uploaded on e-tender website www.etender.up.nic.in and
www.pvvnl.org Superintending Engineer (MM-I) “Help line
Number For Information of Theft of Electricity: “1800-180-
3002 (Meerut), 1800-180-8752 (Lucknow) & 9412207451”
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (MM-1) “SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION”
TAeR: 86 feHATeh- 04.08.2022
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APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified person Namely :
| Dharmpal, S/o Unknown R/o
Unknown & presently living at
Rainbasera, Geeta Ghat, Civil lines,
Delhi Age : 55 years, Height : 5’5",
Complexion: Shallow, Built : Thin,
Face : Oval, Wearing : Grey Colour
Pant was admitted at LNJP Hospital,
Delhi on 12.07.2022, where during
treatment doctor declared him dead
on 17.07.2022. In this regard a case vide DD No. 43A dated
17.07.2022 has been lodged at P.S. Civil lines, Delhi. The dead
body has been preserved for 72 hours in LNJP Hospital
Mortuary, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this dead
person may kindly inform to the following:-

SHO :

P.S. Civil lines, Delhi
North Distt., Delhi

Tel. No. 011- 23815444

Appeal for Identification
F’— General public is hereby informed that one

person Name: Subhash, S/o: Unknown,
R/o: Unknown, Age: About 60 Yrs.,
Height: 5'6", Sex: Male, Complexion:
Shallow, Built: Thin, Face: Ovel,
‘| Wearing: White Colour Shirt and White
pajama, Place of Recovery: Admitted
from Rainbesra Kudeshya Ghat, Civil
Lines in Hindu Rao Hospital, Delhi Vide
MLC No.-4430/22 on 06.07.2022. During
treatmenthe died.

In this regard DD No. 86A, U/s 174 Cr. PC, Dated
06.07.2022 has been lodged at Police Station, Civil
Lines, Delhi. Any clue come to notice please inform
Phone : 011-24368638 and 24368641, Ext. 2101.

Web-site : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-24368639
DP/2657/N/2022

DP/2658/N/2022

SHO
P.S. Civil Lines, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23810633, 23815444
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PRISON
PRISON HEAD QUARTER:
NEAR LAJWANTI GARDEN CHOWK

JANAK PURI: NEW DELHI
PROVISION BRANCH

F-7/DS(Prov.Fact)/TPT/LAB/CJ-02 & 14/2022-23/CD-003697821/643-44
Dated: 01.8.22

Tender ID No.: 2022_CJT_226324_1
e-TENDER NOTICE

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tender (online
procurement website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in) are
invited for supply of providing transport & labour supply to jail factory
CJ-02 & CJ-14 Delhi, for the year 2022-23 (01 year from the date of
issue of rate contract (extendable upto 03 months). The NIT has been
uploaded and available along with terms and conditions and detailed
specifications. All the tenderers participating in e-tendering and should
have a Digital Signature / Smart Card and should apply onine before the
Last Date and Time. In case (26/08/2022) is being declared Govt.
Holiday the next working day will be treated as Tender Date.)

Estimated Cost of Work : Rs. 40 Lakh. (Approx)

Date of release of tender through : 05.08.2022
E-procurement website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Last date/ Time of receipt of tenders  : 26.08.2022 at 12.00 Noon

through e-procurement solution

Date of on line opening of Pre- 1 26.08.2022 at 12.30 PM
qualification bids
Sd/-
Superintendent: PHQ-II

DIP/Shabdarth/0266/22-23 Tihar, New Delhi
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SOUTH EAST (ENTRAL RAILWAY
TEMDER HOTICE FOR
___ELECTRICAL WOURK,
Tendar Mo GSU-ELECT-SECIE-
BEF:E2:21.KRBAMY, Daied:
RN el ey Mamn ol ‘Werk;
Elevanlzation ol KAES Yard {14 TH LD
oy 26K, GOHZ, Sinplo Fraso, &
CIHE in eoseaciion with KRBA Yard
roeted alife] b enanoe mabiley of
{ralghl irais In BSP Division cvor
Souwh Ejsl Cankal Ralmay. Tandur

Walua: T 5,28,84, 347 [T Fiva Crivg

17.08.2022 (date).

any other partnership firm/sister concern etc. will not be valid.

»

agreement with “A” Class electrical registration Holder (Attach as per)

newspaper.

1. &. 466,022,023

S. Tender Name of Work Probable Earnest Cost of Bid Period of SOR Ebgnty SlxLakh SwivFour Thouzand
No. ID Amount of Money Document | Completion TeEres Hivek il Fodly Sereon] Oy, Bid
Contract Deposit (InRs.) (inMonths) Becuriiy: .43, 3000

(Rs.in Lakh)| (EMD) (In Rs.) Darte & Time of Tender Closing:

1 2022_ | SHOPTRANSPORT 21038297 105191 15000 09months | MPUADD IL0E 322wl 1530 hours . Onla &

UAD_ NAGAR, BHOPAL Including | ISSR2021 Tirrse of Tonder Openinge 31.08 2022

208944_2| W-62 Z-15 rainy season 2k 1545 hours, Complalion Period;

1. Interested bidders can view the NIT on website https://www.mptenders.gov.in/ 15 (Fiftain| Manths i i csta ol
2. The Bid Document can be purchased only Online from 10:30 A.M. (time) 03.08.2022 (date) to 17:30 P.M. (time) ssue ol LOA

3. The bidder who bids in the tender will have to submit the document of participating firm. Documents of other firm viz

For electrification related works: It is mandatory for bidder should have own “A” Class electrical registration or

5. Amendments to NIT, if any, would be published on website https://www.mptenders.gov.in/ only, and not in
The initial period of 3 (Three) year after completion shall be treated as Defectls.iability Period (DLP).

In. Chief E-ngineer
Municipal Corporation Bhopal District Bhopal

Websile Particulars & Motloo
[aprd Location; For hrf-ar delais!
dmlatald 18 p-lsndat dacumant
elinibility crilenia ard tho camploio
deinils lor e above work, pleass
fd far Nl erarddbd endar Ao
which is awvailable on o wobisdi
waw, rapsgov.in
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CHESS OLYMPIAD

‘Do they think Roberts is Magnus Carlsen?’

Streaming queens
Tallulah Roberts and
Anna Crawling say
content is the real queen

SANDIPG
CHENNAI,AUGUST 4

AHERD of young adults flock Tallulah Roberts,
orlularobs as she is more famous in the chess
streamingcircles. Selfies, photographs on the
backdrop of a tourism hoarding or the giant
chess board on the courtyard, phone number;,
autographs, their requests are endless.
Patiently, Tallulah fulfills their demands. Only
to witness another group barging in. Her
teammate and friend, watching all these with
abewildered smile, quips her: “Do they think
she is Magnus Carlsen or what?”

Tallulah is no Magnus Carlsen. Or any-
where among the elites of the games. She is
ranked 84216th in the world, or in her self-
deprecatory assessment, “back of beyond.”
Her ELO rating is 1565 and she has not imag-
ined picking up the various FIDE norms. Yet,
the 24-year-old from Jersey, a British island
near the north coast of France, is a chess
celebrity, instantly recognised in most chess
playing countries.

Her twitch stream is the 18th most
watched on the platform with a following in
the region of 60,000 people. These are not
mind-spinning numbers, compared to some-
one like American Grandmaster Hikaru
Nakamura, who has a Twitch ( the Amazon-
owned site where people usually broadcast
themselves playing video games) with a fol-
lowing of nearly 15 lakhs and amonthly earn-
ings of several millions. But unlike Nakamura,
who became a world-beating chess virtuoso
inhis teens, Tallulah learned chess in her early
20. Before the pandemic, she could not even
differentiate betweenaking and queen on the
chessboard. “I was a complete stranger to
chess, and picked it just to beat the boredom
oflockdown, inspired by the Netflix show, The
Queen’s Gambit. Then after I started playing,
the idea of streaming hit me, and I was already
aware of the scope of streaming and wanted
to start streaming because it's something [ al-
ways thought was really cool.”

Her profile intro reads: “hey, I'm bad at
chess. We could be bad at chess together.
wanna play?” Having leapt onto streaming,
deciding content was her next step. “Serious
chess would be boring. So why not some fun
content? Some fun with games. You need the
viewers to be entertained as well as enlight-
ened. And people always look for diverse con-
tent, especially on the web where you have
thousands of options,” she says.

Her content is humour-rich. Like one

Tallulah Roberts and Anna Crawling (right) at Chess Olympiad in Chennai.

episode was titled Chess Tinder: Twitch Chat
Swipes Yes or No on Chess Celebrities. Another
one: How Chess Players Would Behave at My
Birthday Party. There are more serious ones
toolike Learning the Polish Opening with Lula.
Thus she has built a brand around humour,
banter and some chess. “Stick to your
strengths, be natural,” is her advice.

For Anna Cramling, a Swedish Fide Master
with a 2065-rating and 13th most streamed
in Twitch with 137k subscribers, her prerog-
ative is chess education through simple meth-
ods. Anna wanted to create her own content
ontheinternet and began doing commentary
for some time before Panda TV, a channel on
Twitch, handed her a contract for streaming.
“I love being able to explain chess to people,
and I also love that chess can be so many dif-
ferent things. It could be a competitive sport,
entertainment, a fun thing to do when you
want to relax, etc. Creating different types of
chess content was something [ realised I was
very passionate about. and that was why;,
whenl discovered twitch and the fact that you
could livestream chess there, I decided to do
it,” she says.

Her latest stream—published on
Tuesday—is The Pawns Kept Pushing, in which

she furnishes a gist of her matches at the
Olympiad, besides the mood and melee of the
tournament. Another features her mother, Pia
Cramling, a Grandmaster herself. There are ac-
ademic ones like How to Play the Queen'’s
Gambit, pure fun types like Fighting with
Samay Raina (the stand-up comedian) and
off-the-beat interviews with top
Grandmasters. She streams some of her
matches too—an exhibition match against
Magnus Carlsen garnered 2.1 million views. “I
look for diversity in content, and to package it
aesthetically. I would say content is queen.
Why always the king,” she says.

Lot of emotion

The USP of online chess, and a reason
streaming became so popular, she says, is that
online chess has a lot of emotion and adrena-
line. “Alot of people realised that chess play-
ersare emotional and witty, and chess s fun to
play,” she says. The Godfather of chess stream-
ing is the American Grandmaster Hikaru
Nakamura, known for an attacking style and
a brash, arrogant manner, and hence a figure
of controversy in the chess circles. Ironically,
these were the same virtues that made hima
Twitch sensation. “For much of my career,

much of my life, I've sort of been the bad guy.
I'm not someone who’s beenliked.I've always
been perceived as the person who people
don’t want to root for, who people don’t like,”
he had once said.

But now he is the darling of the swelling
online stream community. His interviews
with fellow GMs are all humour and banter,
insights and intuitions. His spontaneity and
expressiveness make hima natural. When he
streams online games, he keeps interacting
with the audience. “Do [ play solid” Or do1go
for broke?” he asks his audience. He berates
himself, “aaah this can’t be happening.” He
eggs himself on: “I can’t lose”, and even ap-
plauds himself: “I win again — there you go,
guys. Wow.”

For a lock-downed world, Nakamura
(Naka’s PogUniversity) and the streamers like
Alexandraand Anna Botez, Gotham Chess of-
fered an escape from boredom and loneliness.
Nakamura had begun streaming in 2018 but
it was during the pandemic that the viewer-
ship and subscriptions numbers began to sky-
rocket. Shortly, one of the world’s top profes-
sional video game teams, Team SoloMid, beat
several e-sports rivals to sign him to a six-fig-
ure contract so it could pair him with advertis-
ers and merchandise. On his Twitch channel,
Nakamurararely stops talking, His lively com-
mentary and chatter are reasons fans have
flocked to him.

“He draws people because he’s so good,
engaging as and in tune with the sort of Twitch
culture,” points out Tallulah, who is also a
“down-to-earth memer and jokester”. So
much so that sheis called the Grandmaster of
chess memes

Most non-match streams don’t last longer
than 30 minutes. But the effort that goes be-
hind it's longer. “It’s not a 9 to 5 job, there are
no fixed hours. I brood several hours over an
idea, then think, rethink, refine, it might take
anywhere between a couple of hours to days.
Then fixing the ambience, shooting the videos,
it's notas simple as you see,” Tallulah says.

Butit’s all worth the hard work, says Anna
Cramling. “The effort behind the content is the
fun part for me. The pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow. Obviously I like to get good num-
bers for the show, but it's about my satisfac-
tion and my effort to spread the beautiful
game.,” she details And has given them iden-
tity beyond chess players.

Though the pandemic curves plunged and
restrictions eased, people began to migrate to
outdoor sports, and streaming has plateaued.
Tallulah logics: “Thats true. The streaming
graph won't shoot like it did during the pan-
demic, but it wouldn’t drop.” The reason:
“Chessis anaddiction. Once you start playing
it, you keep coming back,” says Tallulah, who
was about to be mobbed by another group of
youngsters. And her friend chortles: “Here
goes Magnus.” You don’t need to be a
Grandmaster to be famous in chess.

In troubled Sri Lanka, chess
dreams threaten to turn to ashes

SANDIPG
AUGUST 4

JUST DAYS before Colombo began to burn, Sri

Lanka’s highest ranked chess player Isuru
Alahakoon decided to flee the capital to his
hometown, Kandy. An officer in the Navy, his
sources in the intelligence had warned him
of an impending crisis, and he immediately
applied for leave. “The situation was already
bad, but before it became worse, I decided to
go home on leave and sought leave from
higher officials,” he says.

There was uncertainty. Such was the sim-
mering strife that he did not know whether
he would lose his job when he returned. Such
was the unpredictability that he did not know
whether he would reach his hometown un-
hurt. Such was the ratcheting chaos that he
did not know whether his house in Colombo
would be ransacked. But he knew one thing.
“If 1stayed in Colombo, I would not be able
to focus on chess, and my Olympiad prepa-
rations would go down the drain. I had
worked so hard in the last few months with
the Olympiad in mind,” he says.

The road from Colombo to Kandy was
risk-hewn. “I can’t ride my bike, it was too
risky and I didn't know whether I had enough
fuel.Icould not travel by bus, because public
transport was not plying long distances.
Finally, a couple of my friends arranged a car,
a lift with some people going to Kandy,” he
says.

The three-and-a-half-hour was arduous
but a journey he says he would not forget in
his life. It was a journey that made him feel
life closer than ever before. “You could see
hundreds of protestors on the streets, people
who have lost their livelihood, people who
had no food and money. You could see long
queuesin front of ration shops and of course,
in front of petrol pumps. I felt thankful thatI
at least did not have to experience all that,”
he says.

The backdrop was relatively peaceful at
home. Atleast when he looked out of his win-
dow, he could see the hills and greenery and
not fumes and fire. But the stories of his team-
mates from Colombo would shatter him. He
could not feign strangeness to what was hap-
pening around him. “It was hard for them to
focus with all these things happening around
them. There were frequent power cuts, which
meant we could not meet online and play
games. Real meetings were difficult because
we all lived in distant places and travelling
was a hassle. Power cuts meant the internet
too would go off and they could not play on-
line games,” he says.

With the general inflation, data too be-
came expensive and they would conserve
everything for chess. No random browsing or
data wastage. Isuru would not even stream
cricket matches—he was an aspiring crick-
eter and switched to chess in school out of
frustration that he was not picked in the team.

Isuru (right) with Ranindu.

Star on Lankan horizon

But amidst their larger concerns, chess
took a backseat. Ranindu Dilshan Liyanage,
who had recently crushed Indian GM D
Gukesh and s considered the brightest young
star on the Lankan horizon, had spent count-
less hours under the searing sun to buy fuel or
vegetables. “After a while, I got used to it.
Obviously, it was hard, but one thing chess
has taught me is survival. You can be a win-
neronly if you go through hardships. This cri-
sis has made all of us tougher and hopefully
that will be reflected in our games too. The
Olympiad was a motivation for us, something
we could all look forward to,” he says.

Isuru then encountered another hassle.
He had to return to Colombo for a visa ap-
pointment at the Indian Embassy. Again some
friends helped him reach the capital in time.
By then, Colombo seemed a different city, a
place from his nightmares. “There was un-
rest, there were tears. The scenes were heart-
breaking,” he says.

The sights and sounds made him fear for
the future of chess and himselfin the country.
“As such, it’s difficult to get sponsors. Now it
would be even more difficult. There would
be fewer tournaments in the country and we
would have no money to travel abroad for
tournaments, which means it would be diffi-
cult to accumulate points and complete the
norms,” says Isuru, whose dreams to com-
plete the IM norms were stalled.

Gradually, he fears, the situation would
escalate into an existential crisis. “After one
point, I don’t know how we will survive.
Maybe, we would be forced to leave the coun-
try.For meitis relatively fine, [ have been play-
ing for sometime and have a job. But what
about the youngsters? Would they be en-
couraged to take the sport? Idoubt,” he won-
ders.

Or those youngsters that have embraced
the sport but would be forced to forsake it in
the race to find a livelihood. Like Ranindu,
who aspires to be his country’s first
Grandmaster and has now amassed 2200
ELO points. Isuru gets philosophical: “There
would be some light at the end of the tunnel.”
But later admits that he is not too hopeful of
seeing those days of light any time soon.

CROSSWORD 4812

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry &

T Lewis

ACROSS DOWN

1 Asharein the plot (9) 2 Three animals in the lead
8 Children of Susie? (5) (5)

9Top dressing (4,3) 3 Attack or shun perhaps (6)

10 Broken down. Please pass

(6)

11 Sculptor may use it to

cheat(6)

12 Giving a prize for a new

4 Sea and shore - or just the
shore (8)

5It guides the ploughman
(6)

6 Cast pie out thoughiit’s

style of drawing (8) germ-free (7)

15 He may be back in the 7 Discourage a fellow from
team (8) becoming cleaner (9)

18 Such a pupil is likely to 11 One who should know the
shine (6) score (9)

20 Cried when I left having 13 Tune carried aloft (8)
takeniton trust(6) 14 The impressions provided
21 It may defend a bridge by one’s belongings (7)

under construction

(7

22 True love can prove so

extravagant(5)

23 Motorists won't be slow to

fallinto it (5,4)

16 Isincluded among those
against rackets (6)

17 Perhaps gifted young
pupils may be told not to
(6)

19 Hardy sort of snake (5)

Solutions Crossword 4811: Across: 1Seconds, 4 Raced, 7 Runt, 8 Harvests, 10
Paper money, 12 Parade, 13 Scales, 15 Team spirit, 18 Composed, 19 Anna, 20
Twang, 21 Scratch. Down: 1 Strip, 2 Conspire, 3 Season, 4 Review copy, 5 Case, 6
Dismiss, 9 Cradle song, 11 Clarinet, 12 Polecat, 14 Impels, 16 Teach, 17 Emma.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

Vigorous writingis___- William Strunk Jr. (7)
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Although you are
generally regarded
as someone who is
open, honest

and sincere, you will find it

difficult to respond to today’s

events with your usual

integrity. If necessary, keep a

low profile, and if you spot

trouble coming, then get

out of the way.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Nothing is quite as
certainas you
imagine, and you
may be astounded

when a person you thought that

you knew well shows
themselves in an entirely new
light. Alter your plans in line

with events and you'll defuse a

whole set of personal obstacles.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

The tide of fortune at
work s about to
turn. Yet you must
now be ever more
alert if you are to shape events
to your will. Today, you may
have to sit back, leaving other
people to deal with their
problems. After all, there is
alimit to what even you
canaccomplish.

17 MR

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Carel Id

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong @ bea problem,so.
watchoutifyou're

WHAT D2 JUST CUHREUS. WHAT DOES HE'S TEYING TO travelling: you really
YOU AND BEA FAMILIES SHOULD | | JEFF WANTT SEE IF WE'LL must confirmall nstructions
HAVE GOING KEEF IN TOUCH ; WATCH MARVIN | | Soiihgout Also.dont

M TODAY, I..-' T compromise your principles

because, if you do, then you
might gain short-term

advantage at the cost of a long-
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
This is certain to be
@ day, the culmination
of all the last
However, the main issue for you
still revolves around your

term loss of respect.

an action-packed
month’s developments.
financial commitments.

Perhaps it is now time to call a

Difficulty Level 2s (e} halt to excess spending, or at
Instructions & e — e et e - least to get someone else to
Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, | 3|28 g TIEg4 | 5391 2 chipin.

~ :Sg :E;:roi':t:a?hifthe 2| 5 4 5 = 93116 8 214 3 7 VIRGO (Aug 24-Sep 23)

— Don’t get too hot

o nine vertical columns, in : g 2141319 7]|65:8 5 undergthe collarif

< each of the nine horizontal [?.| 4 [ 4136819 1/85|F7 2 B partners and

- | rows and ineach of the g colleagues refuse to

X nine boxes. | o4 28 n Blfie2 364 9|4 co-operate or decide not to

(@) - endorse certain schemes. Your

[m] 1 ! 8 % 1,2/8[8 7 413 5 6 pet projects will survive with or

3| Do 2 | 7 [ 84| [B |[Fiz|7Esfeas tboutcier e
Is=Veryeasy, 2s=Easy; 0211 D Bl8i43 211157 9 with someone who seems
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; - | it d CIFaE YK determined to get in your way -
5s=VeryHard; 6s= G|& 1 (@) = perhaps by explaining what
Genius b —— . - (7)) you're really up to.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

The overall picture

@ interests are
concerned is now

addition, you may begin to be

concerned that too much stress
physically. The answer is
simple, take a little extra rest

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You may be close

@ heart’s desire. Or, at
least, you may be

exactly it is that you want and

why you are attracted to some

That's excellent news, for if

you understand your motives

your affairs.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
of challenging
planetary aspects

uncertainty at home, you

will be able to overcome any

the simple expedient of

careful planning. That, though,
need some help with.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
thereisasilver
lining behind today’s

the dust has settled will

you see just how fortunate you

other people’s apparent

inability to comprehend your
intentions.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
travel along
unknown paths

new emotional terrain

before you discover the

where you're going. In the

meantime, try and maintain

who, after all, have always
stood by you.

An emotional
@ ‘Uturn’ lies just

corner. There is
alot which you cando and say,
hold fire unless you are
absolutely one hundred
ground. I hope that it’s not too
late! Ifitis, then you might

as far as professional
likely to become more acute. In
and strain is wearing you down
and relaxation.

to finding your
closer to establishing what
people more than others.
thenyou'll be able to streamline

In spite of a series
@ which denote
adverse consequences through
is an exercise you'll probably

Believe it or not
@ clouds. Not until
are. Please do not be put off by
plans or understand your

You have to
@ and venture into
secret to who you are and
good relationships with people
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

around the
but youwould be advised to
percent sure of your
be blushing.
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SPORT

Rank Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total
1. Australia 48 38 39 125
2. England 40 41 29 110
3. Canada 16 20 21 57
4, NewZealand16 10 11 37
5. Scotland 7 8 17 32
7. India 5 6 7 18

| BRIEFLY ey

Hockey: Indiatop Pool
B, enter semifinals

Vice-captain Harmanpreet Singh
slammed a hat-trickas the Indianmen's
hockey team beat Wales 4-1 in its final
Pool B match to qualify for the semifi-
nals. Harmanpreet (19th, 20th, 40th
minutes) converted two penalty cor-
nersand scored one from the spot while
Gurjant Singh scored the fourth in the
49th minute. The win meant India
topped Pool B, finishing with a better
goal difference than England, who had
same points as India (10).

Athletics: HimaDas
advancesin200m

Sprinter Hima Das qualified for the
women's 200m semifinals after win-
ning her heat with a timing of 23.42s.
The 22-year-old led the five-woman
field from the start with Rhoda Njobvu
of Zambia clocking 23.85s to finish
second. At least six athletes have
clocked better time, compared to
Hima, en route their semi-final entries.
Meanwhile, in the women's hammer
throw event, India's Manju Bala ad-
vanced to the final while compatriot
Sarita Singh failed to make the cut.

TT:Manika, Sreeja,
Reeth advance

National champion Sreeja Akula,
Manika Batra and Reeth Rishya en-
tered the singles Round of 16 with
contrasting wins. While Sreeja beat
Malaysia's Karen Lyne 12-10, 12-10,
4-11,11-8, 11-8, Manika notched up
a clinical 3-0 win over Canada's Fu
Ching Nam and Reeth defeated
England's Charlotte Bardsley 4-1 in
the round of 32. Her teammate Reeth
also outwitted Charlotte 11-8 10-12
11-6 12-10 11-3 in another round of
32 contest. In para table tennis,
Paralympic silver medallist Bhavina
Patel cruised to a 3-0 win over
Akanisi Latu of Fiji in a class 3-5
group match. The Indian mixed pair
of Sanil Shetty and Reeth Tennison,
however, went down to the
Malaysian pair of Wong Qi Shen and
Tee Ai Xin 6-11 10-12 13-11 11-8, 8-
11 in a round of 64 match.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

| SCHEDULE o

HOCKEY (WOMEN'S SF)

INDIA VS AUS (12.45 am, Saturday)
Avyear after they recorded their best-
ever result by beating them in the
Olympic quarters, India’s women'’s
hockey team will face Australia once
again. This time, though, Australia will
start as favourites given India’s under-
whelming form.

ATHLETICS

200m semifinals: Hima Das
(12.53am, Saturday)

SQUASH

Men's doubles Round of 16: Velavan
Senthilkumar/ Abhay Singh (5.15 pm)

Mixed doubles quarterfinal: Dipika
Pallikal/Sourav Ghosal (12 am, Sat)

TABLETENNIS

Mixed Doubles Round of 16:
G Sathiyan/Manika Batra Sharath
Kamal/Akula Sreeja (2 pm)

Women's singles Round of 16: Sreeja
Akula, Reeth Tennison (3.15 pm)

Tejaswin soars to the podium

Excluded initially from the squad, high jumper wins India’s first-ever medal in the event at the Commonwealth Games

-y i
EXPRESS INBIRMINGHAM

SHIVANINAIK
AUGUST 4

BECAUSE THE federation didn't initially select
Tejaswin Shankar to the Commonwealth
Games squad,and he had to go to court toeven
get the chance to compete in Birmingham, you
expect a flood of rancour to unload from the
young man soon after he wins India's first-
ever bronze in high jump. But we forget that
when stepping onto their field of play, athletes
empty their minds of all needless fluid
thoughts — like airports security unemotion-
ally upturn your bottles of water.

Some pretty wild thoughts of dire scenar-
ios did cross his mind on Wednesday, when
the tall Delhi lad clinched bronze with ajump
of2.22 mon countback. But none of themin-
volved finger-wagging or any score-settling
against a federation he had dragged to court
for being plainly anal. The wildest stream of
thought will immediately endear him to you,
because surely everyone has felt "that" fear.

"Oh, the javelin event of heptathlon was
going on during my final and at one crazy mo-
ment when I looked up in the sky it did cross
my mind that what if the javelin (from the
other end of the stadium) hurled by one of the
women, hits and pierces through me! If Neeraj
Chopra was around, that might have even
happened,” he recalls, of the irrational para-
noia he quickly waved away since his buddy
wasn't even competing in Birmingham.

Focus jogged back to high jump, Tejaswin
was on his way again. Though a bunch of dis-
tractions popped up all around - medal cer-
emonies were calling for attention as na-
tional anthems rung out, the 10,000 m final
was raising one din as a Scottish runner was
threatening to dislodge a pair of Kenyans,
javelins were flying vaguely in his direction
ofcourse, and a camera rig following the
10,000 m stragglers, was start-stopping in-
termittently. "High jump medals are rarely
about how high you can go. They are about
how high you can go, despite these distrac-
tions," he would say.

He had jumped more than 2.22 m at his

India’s weightli

RAHUL PANDEY
AUGUST 4

INDIA'S WEIGHTLIFTERS secured 10 medals
(3 gold, 3 silver, 4 bronze) at the Birmingham
Games, improving their tally from the pre-
vious editionin 2018 by one. This took India's
all-time weightlifting at the Games to 125,
including 43 golds, affirming the country's
dominance in the sport. But when it comes
to the Asian Games and the Olympics, there
exists a stark contrast in the podium finishes.
The Asiad medals count stack up to 14 while
there have been only two Indian
weightlifters to have won Olympic medals.
The country still waits for its first gold in the
sport at either of the events.

Not just the overall total, a significant gap
persists in both the snatch as well as clean
and jerk numbers at the CWG and other ma-
jor international competitions.

With the exception of former world cham-
pion and Olympic silver medallist Mirabai
Chanu, whois theamong the bestin49kg class,
most others can face a harsh reality check as
they target the Olympic qualification cycle,

Tl

Tejaswin Shankar leapt a height of 2.25m in the high jump final of the Commonwealth Games. Reuters

last CWG (2.24m) and yet finished 6th at the
Gold Coast. Australian Brandon Starc won in
2018 with 2.30-plus. On Wednesday, the en-
tire field couldn't go past 2.25m. Tejaswin,
four years wiser and pickled in tactics after
his stint at Kansas' NCAA, knew the Aussie
and Kiwi Hamish Kerr would be trouble.
There was also Donald Thomas, who won
high jump at the Delhi 2010 Games, the
Bahamian always dangerous in tripping up
youngsters. But Tejaswin Shankar had a plan.

Cautious, calculated

Taking the bus from the athletes' village
to the Alexander Stadium, Tejaswin had al-
ready done what he told himself he ought
never to do: allow his hyper mind to race
ahead of itself. Only, he was self aware, and
began chanting 'Process, Process, Process' the
moment he realised he was already imagin-
ing himself on the podium.

He had done well in keeping himself in
contention, knowing fully well a countback
could come into play, i.e. the fewest number
of attempts on the lower jumps - he got to

which begins in December; as well as the World
Championships, also in the same month.

Sanket Sargar

Medal: Silver

Category: Men's 55kg

CWG total: 248kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: Non-
Olympic category

2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 256kg
(56kg category)

Bindyarani Devi

Medal: Silver

Category: Women's 55kg

CWG total: 202kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: 224kg
2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 207kg
(53kg category) and 235kg (58kg category)

Gururaja Poojary

Medal: Bronze

Category: Men's 61kg

CWG total: 269kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: 313kg
2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 311kg
(62kg category)

2.10m, 2.15m and 2.19m on his very first at-
tempts, consciously. "It's what [ was mum-
bling to myself, looking like one fool out there.
But it was important to not miss the bar, or
you'd have had Donald Thomas (who also fin-
ished at 2.22m, but took more attempts) sit-
ting here," he quipped. Local Joel Clark-Khan
was also stuck on 2.22m, but again having
consumed more attempts than the Indian's
careful clean sheets. No X's. Only O's.

Another factor was to come into play, the
smart Tejaswin alert to it, in a jiffy. "I knew
the weather would start getting cooler here
by 7 pm. So it was important to pull on the
tracks, keep warm if you are not used to the
chillin the air when jumps start going awry.
Another reason why the first few bars could
not be missed," he recalls.

By the time the bar was on 2.25m and
Tejaswin did indeed miss his first two at-
tempts, his earlier clean go's had ensured the
bronze. "l was waiting to see if Don Thomas
missed on 2.25m. Once | had secured the
bronze, I didn't want to settle for it. So [ went
forgold, attempting 2.28m," he would explain.

Jeremy Lalrinnunga

Medal: Gold

Category: Men’s 67kg

CWG total: 300kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: 332kg
2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 336kg
(69Kkg category)

Achinta Sheuli
Medal: Gold
Category: Men’s 73kg

The Indian would pass on his last shy at
2.25m, and put Kerr and Starc under pres-
sure by choosing the one-or-done option of
nailing 2.28m, and get into gold contention.
The confidence had come solely from his ear-
lier strategy of being secure in a situation of
a countback (fewer attempts needed).

The 2.28m was missed though, and the
bronze was taken. "Some days you get it,
some you don't. Some days I made it happen,
today I couldn't,” he would say later, adding
the bronze meant a world to him given he
didn't want to return empty handed. "I'm go-
ing back with some hardware. So all the
struggles have been worth it. I'll celebrate it
with my mother who's been up all night
watching me."

Federation tussle

In whatever was their wisdom, the
Athletics Federation of India chose initially
to not pick Tejaswin. Backed by his lawyer
parents, the Delhi youngster went to courts
and got an order in his favour. "The moment
[ saw the entry list,  knew I had the bronze

Mirabai an exception

Category: 49kg

CWG total: 201kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: 210kg
2018 Asiad gold medal lift: 199kg (48kg)
Among all Indians, Mirabai Chanu is the
only one who stands a chance to win a
medal at major events. In terms of weight
she can lift, the Olympic silver medallist
is only behind China’s Hou Zhihui and
that too in the snatch segment. She holds
the WRin clean and jerk (119kg).

CWG total: 313kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: 364kg
2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 336kg
(69Kkg category) and 348 (77kg category)

Harjinder Kaur

Medal: Bronze

Category: Women's 71kg

CWG total: 212kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: Non-
Olympic category

Shankar to target
decathlon at Asiad

W High jumper Tejaswin Shankar
on Thursday said he has not been
able to perform to his full potential
owing to chronic tendonitis and
it's now a ‘certainty’ that he will
compete in decathlon at the Asian
Games, which will be held in
September-October next year.

B Shankar had recorded an
impressive performance during
his decathlon debut in May.
Competing at the Bid 12
Championships in Texas, he came
close to breaking the decathlon
national record after attaining
7592 points which was just short
of the NR of 7658.

atthe very least. Don't mean to be cocky," he
would say. But the organisers had to be per-
suaded to burgeon India's quota. "I'm grate-
ful to the IOA and AFI for helping me get in
finally," he said, though five days back, he
was sitting at home watching the opening
ceremony uncertain about coming to
Birmingham even.

His time with NCAA shaped his mindset
for precisely such scenarios. "A lot of credit
to the NCAA I know there will be good days,
bad days, horrible days." The bronze was
dangling right there, but Tejaswin was the
first to know it could all dissipate if he
messed up. "If 1didn't get the jump, I'd be go-
ing nowhere. I was aware of that."

He had been determined to not allow
the controversy to spill over into his mind-
space. "The moment I got my visa, [ adopted
a positive mindset, and removed all nega-
tive thoughts. Because physically, mentally,
you have to be focused on the jump. Make
things happen. I had my opportunity. I did-
n'twant to change any routine." So he stuck
to the process.

Walked in, taking in the stadium vibe.
Measured his runway with tape. Checked
rules with officials. Sat with his back to the
fellow jumpers watching them on the big
screen. Visualised a jump before every at-
tempt. No mistakes on the early attempts.
Mind leashed after it began to go astray. And
won a medal.

ting success doesn’t make them a superpower, yet

2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 246kg
(69kg category)

Vikas Thakur

Medal: Silver

Category: Men’s 96kg

CWG total: 348kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: 402kg
2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 410
(94kg category)

Lovepreet Singh

Medal: Bronze

Category: Men’s 109kg

CWG total: 355kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift: 430kg
2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 421
(105kg category)

Gurpreet Singh

Medal: Bronze

Category: Men’s +109kg

CWG total: 390kg

Tokyo Olympics gold medal lift:
Non-Olympic category

2018 Asian Games gold medal lift: 461
(+105 kg category)

Panghal’s journey to medal: Monotone style to multihued, impish to maturity

SHIVANINAIK
BIRMINGHAM, AUGUST 4

THE DAYS of play-acting with raised balled
fists whenever a photographer demanded
he strike a boxing pose, are over for Amit
Panghal. It was never his personality in the
first place to showboat. Or show off the
knuckles that he prefers to bare like fangs
only in the ring,and when encased in gloves.
The ability to say ‘No’ to brandish a punch-
on-demand, is just one of the things that ma-
turity has brought into the armyman.

The loss to the Columbian Yeburjen
Martinez at the Olympics, after allowing him
to get into his head at the sparring camp at
Italy prior to the Games, fundamentally
changed something in Panghal. Introverted
and highly reserved with anyone outside his
circle, he still remains. But inside the ring, his
early reticence where he would run around
-and away - in the opening round, and then
attempt comebacks in the second and third,
has made way for more proactive punching
up front. Even if he absorbed an essential
recce of an opener where he gauged just how
much of the Scot was a blathering bluster and
how much genuinely blinding blitzes that

could pose him trouble later.

He might still start with his guard defen-
sively up like against the wild-punch scat-
tering Scott Lennon Mulligan in the quarters
to book a sure medal, but he covers ground
well, and even the counter-attacks come
laced with an intent that screams, he’s call-
ing the shots. Moreover, there’s confidence
inevery punch he throws backed by assured
footwork, and an enhanced sense of anticipa-
tion, as he went past the first target of mak-
ing the semis with a unanimous decision.

Panghal had spent the first two months
post the Tokyo shocker, barely debriefing even
with his early coach in Rohtak, Anil Dhankar.
He would just sitin front of the coach,and both
would break down into tears, according to
Dhankar. The coach’s recipe to bounce back
was toimprove as an ‘athlete’, not merely asa
boxer. “Khiladi banna hoga. Bas boxer nahi,”
he would say, of going back to basics.

So, Panghal would hop over to local ath-
letics coach, Rajesh, who trains Rohtak youth
in throws - discus and shotput, to inculcate
the thrower’s workouts. At Tokyo, Panghal had
frozen. But there were deeper issues - his
punches lacked sting and the ideal range was
compromised as a result. Training with the
shotput specialist for a month and some,

Amit Panghal in action during his CWG quarterfinal bout against Lennon Mulligan. AP

helped build explosive strength in his fore-
arms. Like against Mulligan through the length
of nine minutes, Panghal wouldn’t back-pedal,
as the pithy punches yielded returns.
Panghal’s usual monotone of a game
style, has also broadened to include varia-
tions unlike the last CWG, though 2018 is
considered his peak. There were punches to
the opponents’ whole body on Thursday, the

torso coming in for some pummelling, and
the sides receiving his pinging attacks before
he would go elusive to his opponent with a
side guard. The plan was fight & flight, strike
and bike away, hit and move. In forcing
Mulligan to flee, Panghal also asserted he was
the boss, when the bout paused.

Asone of India’s biggest hopes inmen’s box-
ing — India doesn’t have a medal in men post

Vijender in 2008 - Panghal had been under
tremendous pressure, and wilted right under
it. Demoralised, he would go into an even qui-
etershell than one he inhabited with the outer
world. It wasn't just returning empty from the
Olympics, it was the shelf-life of a smaller boxer,
with sell-by dates in bold-underlined.

Smaller weight divisions in boxing are no-
torious for their turnovers, and attritions — as
top countries keep churning out new person-
nel to man the 51 kg, and hunt for medals.
When India’s men’s boxing campaign got off
disastrously at Tokyo, the dismaying exits
rubbed off on Panghal, as if the pre-Games
blows in Italy from the Cuban weren't scald-
ing enough. He was literally buzzed into inac-
tivity in the ring - his listlessness coming as a
shock for those who watched. The change of
gears never happened.

At the 2018 Asiad, Panghal had hung out
with the likes of Neeraj Chopra and Bajrang
Punia, and carried over from India’s handball
win over Pakistan. At Tokyo, Panghal was
alone with his thoughts, when the Cuban
went off on a relentless mad barrage, and lit-
erally kept bullying Panghal about.

At Birmingham, Panghal has settled into
a smooth training rhythm with coaches, he
isn’t angsty about wanting his personal

coach, as he’s coming in with some satisfac-
tory ring-craft sessions with national
coaches. Plus, his best buddy, Sanjeet, also a
forces bloke, managed to qualify as well and
is with him at Birmingham.

The 51 kg - 91 kg Rohtak-duo are an odd
pair of friends, but get along like a house on fire
and it helps to move around in reassuring com-
pany of friends for meals and in the Village.
Quick to strike fraternal bondings given both
hail from the same place and trained under the
same coach, Sanjeet offers Panghal the outlet
for rougher days when he typically cocoons
himself, though he remains the same chattery
person when around friends.

The pizza-pasta options in Italy prior to
the Olympics had also frustrated the boxers,
but here they have settled into a good rou-
tine. The CWG was also something for
Panghal to look forward to, after the highs of
making the World's finals in the last Olympic
cycle. On Thursday, Panghal would reiterate
he was going for gold, in the few words he
spoke. He would save the punchlines for
when /if the gold comes, and the punches for
lording in the ring. No fighter worth his salt,
beams for cameras when the wrist is raised
forapunchin the ring. Panghal’s weapons re-
main sheathed till the opponent fetches up.
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