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TODAY, STUDENTS OF DELHI

WILL FORM THE WORLD’S

LARGEST TRICOLOUR

Directorate of Information and Publicity, Government of NCT of Delhi

“On the occasion of India's 75th year of independence 
celebrations, we will witness a historic moment. 

Students of Delhi will come together to set a new world 
record by forming the world's largest tricolour."

-Arvind Kejriwal
Chief Minister, Delhi
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MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

THIS INDEPENDENCE Day, the
skylineoverRedFortwillbefree
of kites.
Atleast,that'swhattheDelhi

PoliceisaimingforonAugust15,
which is also the national capi-
tal'sunofficial kite-flyingday.
In a first-of-its-kind security

outreach to prevent stray kites
from falling insideRed Fort dur-
ing thePrimeMinister's address

tothenationandtheflag-hoisting
ceremony,thepolicehavesought
the cooperation of 231 regular
kite-flyers from thewalled city
areatoensureaclearskyforabout
threehoursthatmorning.
That'snotall.
The police in Delhi's north

district,whereRedFortislocated,
have also identified around 350
rooftop locations where their
personnelwill carry long bam-
boo sticks to snag stray kites. At
onepoint,theyhadevenplanned
to rope in skilled kite-flyers to
snap the strings of others' kites
butthatmovewaslatershelved.
According to a senior police

officer, the new Delhi Police
Commissioner, Sanjay Arora,

was briefed about the initiative
when he sought a presentation
about the force's preparations
for IndependenceDayhours af-
ter takingchargeonMonday.
“Immediately, thenorthand

central district DCPs, and DCP
(securitydivision),wereaskedto
comewith their presentations.
They informed the police chief
that they have identified all
skilled kite-flyers of their area,
andthattheywillkeepthemen-
gaged from 6 am to 9 am on
August15,” theofficer said.
“Theyalsoinformedhimthat

some skilled kite-flyers offered
tostopotherflyersalsotill9am,”
theofficer said.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
Kite-flying inOldDelhionIndependenceDay.ExpressArchive
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HOUSEPANELHADPROPOSED81CHANGESTOSRIKRISHNADRAFT

Centrehopes to introducenewlegislation inwintersessionof Parliament

National Herald case: ED seals Young
Indian office; Cong says ‘under siege’

TheEDnoticeoutsidetheofficeofYoungIndian inNewDelhionWednesday.Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

A DAY after the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) initiated a
search operation at Herald
House in Delhi in connection
withamoneylaunderingprobe,
the agency on Wednesday
sealedanofficeinthebuildingof
Young Indian—a firm linked to

theGandhifamily,whichhadac-
quired Associated Journals
Limited, the publisher of
NationalHeraldnewspaper.
SourcesintheEDsaidtheof-

ficewas sealed temporarily be-
cause the search could not take
placeonTuesdayintheabsence
of a representativeof the firm.
“The principal officer

Mallikarjun Kharge (Congress
leader) came yesterday but left

thepremiseswithoutgettingthe
searches conducted. Summons
have been sent to the principal
officer(Kharge)togetthesearch
concluded.Asandwhentheau-
thorised person presents him-
self for concluding the search,
the sealwill be lifted,” anEDof-
ficer toldThe IndianExpress.
TheDelhiPolice,meanwhile,

increased deployment of
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Need committee to
look at freebies issue,
suggest measures: SC
CJIbenchseekssuggestions inaweek
fromall stakeholders—Govt toOpp

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

WITHTHECentre infavourofan
endtofreebiesbypoliticalparties
using publicmoney to lure vot-
ers, the Supreme Court
Wednesday sought suggestions
from petitioners and respon-
dents,inapleaseekingdirections
againstfreebies,onthecomposi-
tionofacommitteewhichcango
into the issue "dispassionately"
andmakerecommendations.

The bench of Chief Justice of
India N V Ramana and Justices
KrishnaMurari andHimaKohli
said, “After hearing the counsel,
the considered opinion of the
court is that... all the stakehold-
ers,thebeneficiariesandthepeo-
plewhoareopposingthesefree-
bies, and in addition to that the
governmentaswellasorganisa-
tions like Niti Aayog, Finance
Commission,RBIandOpposition
parties... have to be involved in
the process of making some

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

WHOWILL bell the cat? This is
thequestionandtherefraininthe
highest echelons of the bureau-
cracyas it looksatdirestateeco-
nomicdata andplansonhowto
respond to the SupremeCourt’s
prodforsuggestions inthewake
of the PrimeMinister’s flagging
thepoliticsof freebies(revadi).
The Indian Express spoke to

key officials in the Union
Ministry of Finance; state
Finance Ministers; Election
Commission of India, Fifteenth
FinanceCommission,NitiAayog,

the Reserve Bank of India, and
the Comptroller and Auditor
General and found a consensus
onthreekey issues.
One,boththeCentreandthe

states have been liberal with
handouts—supporttopoorbya
stateiscalledafreebiebyCentre,
andviceversa.Two,existinglaws
andmandates do not allowECI,
CAG,NitiAayog,andtheFinance
Commissiontostep in.
And,three,theCentreiswary

that any unilateral curbs on
stateswillallowpoliticalleaders
there to blame PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi for not letting
them“dogood” for thepeople.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

SC collegium decides:
Freeze on new postings
until next CJI takes over

GOVTNOTEONSUCCESSORREACHESCJI

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

THESUPREMECourtcollegium,
headed by Chief Justice of India
N V Ramana, metWednesday
anddecidedtonotmakeanyrec-
ommendation for the appoint-
mentof judgesuntilthenextCJI,
JusticeUULalit, takesover later
thismonth.
Hours after themeeting, the

Secretariat of the CJI said that it
has received a communication
at9.30pm,datedAugust3,from
theUnionLawMinisterrequest-
ing the CJI to “recommend the
nameofhis successor”.
At the collegiummeeting, it

islearntthatsomemembersex-
pressed their opinion that it
would bemore prudent towait

until the next CJI takes over for
the appointments to be recom-
mended forhighcourts and the
SupremeCourt.CJIRamanaisset
to retireonAugust26.
According to established

convention, the collegiumdoes
notmakeany fresh recommen-
dation for such appointments
once the incumbent CJI

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Uttarakhand plans ‘Modi Circuit’ in
Corbett, map is Man vs Wild episode
AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN,AUGUST3

THE UTTARAKHAND govern-
mentisworkingontouristcircuits
forMaaBhagwati, Shiva,Vishnu,
Nav-grah, Golju Maharaj,
Nagdevta,Hanuman,andViveka-
nand.Nextupisa'ModiCircuit'.
The state Tourism Depart-

ment isworking out a trail that
will cover theplacesvisitedand
activitiesdonebyPrimeMinister
NarendraModiduringaspecial
episode of the survival reality
show ‘Man vsWild’, with Bear
Grylls, shot inside the Jim
Corbett National Park in
Uttarakhand.
Seniorofficialssaidtheyhave

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Concern in Delhi
over not being part
of US-led critical
minerals alliance
Given India’sEVandelectronicspush,
rareearthmineralsvital togrowth

MIHIRMISHRA&
AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

THEREISgrowingconcerninthe
GovernmentoverIndianotfind-
ing a place in the Minerals
Security Partnership, an ambi-
tiousnewUS-ledpartnershipto
secure supply chains of critical
minerals,aimedatreducingde-
pendencyonChina.
The Union FinanceMinistry

is learnt tohave communicated
with the Ministry of External
Affairs toexplore thepossibility
of howNewDelhi can join the
11-membergroup,asenioroffi-
cial toldThe IndianExpress.
This assumes significance

given that one of the key ele-
mentsof India’sgrowthstrategy
ispoweredbyanambitiousshift
in the mobility space through
the conversionof a large part of
public and private transport to
electricvehicles.This, alongside
a concerted electronicsmanu-
facturing push, underlines the
needtosecurethesupplyofcrit-
icalminerals.

Besides the US, theMSP in-
cludes Australia, Canada,
Finland,France,Germany,Japan,
the Republic of Korea, Sweden,
United Kingdom, and the
EuropeanCommission.
The new grouping, industry

insiders say, could focus on the
supply chains of minerals such
as Cobalt, Nickel, Lithium and
alsothe17“rareearth”minerals.
While Cobalt, Nickel and

Lithiumare required for batter-
iesused inelectricvehicles, rare
earth minerals are critical, in
trace amounts, in the semicon-
ductors and high-end electron-
icsmanufacturing.
This new alliance is seen as

beingprimarilyfocusedonevolv-
inganalternativetoChina,which
hascreatedprocessinginfrastruc-
ture in rare earthminerals and
has acquiredmines in Africa for
elementssuchascobalt.
India's exclusion from the

MSP comes when there is re-
newed cooperation with
Washington DC on multiple
otherfronts,includingthe'Quad'
informal grouping that brings

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

BIGTECHfirmshadques-
tionedthedatalocalisation
provision,underwhich
theyneededtostoreacopy
of sensitivepersonaldata
withinIndiaandexportof
undefined“critical”per-
sonaldatawasprohibited.

Many
pushed
backE●EX
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Chief Justiceof IndiaNV
Ramana;andJusticeUULalit

This I-Day, to secure skies over Red Fort, Delhi
Police enlist local help: Keep kite-flying on hold

POLITICSOFECONOMICS

11-NATIONGROUPING

Who will bell revadi
cat? EC to Niti, Finance
to RBI, why hands tied

Govtwithdraws data protection Bill to
bring revamped, refreshed regulation
SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

THE GOVERNMENT has with-
drawn the Personal Data
Protection Bill from Parliament
as it looks to come up with a
“comprehensive legal frame-
work”forregulatingonlinespace
includingseparatelegislationon
dataprivacy, theoverall internet
ecosystem, cybersecurity, tele-

comregulations,andharnessing
non-personal data for boosting
innovation inthecountry.
This comes after nearly four

years of the Bill being in the
works, where it went through
multiple iterations including a
review by a Joint Committee of
Parliament (JCP), and faced
pushbackfromarangeof stake-
holders including tech compa-
niesandprivacyactivists.
According to IT Ministry

sources, the government is tar-
geting the winter session of
Parliamenttointroducethenew
legislation.
Aseniorofficialsaidthenew

Billwill incorporatethebroader
ideas of data protection as rec-
ommended by the JCP andwill
be in line with the Supreme
Court’s landmark judgment of
2017inwhichitheldprivacyasa
fundamental right.
Giventhesignificantnumber

of amendments suggested by
theJCP,theneedtocomprehen-
sivelyredrawthecontoursofthe
legislationwasnecessitated,the
official said.
The data protection Bill has

been in the works since 2018
when a panel, led by retired
SupremeCourtjudgeJusticeBN
Srikrishna,hadpreparedadraft
version of the Bill. After that, it
was reviewed by a JCP which

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

PMLA ruling
dangerous,
hope it will be
short-lived:
16 Opp parties

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

THESUPREMECourt’sjudgment
upholdingtheconstitutionalva-
lidity of provisions of the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act relating to the
Enforcement Directorate’s po-
werofarrest,attachment,search
and seizure has united the
Opposition,with16partiesissu-
ing a joint statement Wed-
nesday, calling it a “dangerous
verdict” which they hopedwill
be “short-lived”.
Signatories to the statement

include the TMC and AAP, two
parties which had beenmain-
taining distance from the
Congress-led Opposition bloc,
andindependentMPKapilSibal.
Sourcessaidconsiderableef-

fort bymany leaderswent into
getting several Opposition par-
tiestosignthejointletter.Asen-
ior Opposition leader called it
oneofthe“rareinstances”when
most Opposition parties have
shown unity of purpose.While
theTMCreachedouttotheAAP,

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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Mineral alliance
together theUS, Japan, Australia
and India. As part of this group-
ing, aQuadVaccine Partnership
wasannouncedlastyear.
SubsequenttotheQuad,India

was included as amember of a
neweconomic grouping along-
side Israel, theUAEandtheUS--
theI2U2--thatfocusesonsixkey
areasofcooperation:health,wa-
ter, transportation, foodsecurity,
space andenergy. ThenewMSP
groupingisaimedatcatalysingin-
vestmentfromgovernmentsand
theprivatesectorforstrategicop-
portunities.
"Demandforcriticalminerals,

whichare essential for cleanen-
ergy and other technologies, is
projectedtoexpandsignificantly
in the comingdecades. TheMSP
will help catalyse investment
fromgovernments and the pri-
vatesectorforstrategicopportu-
nities—acrossthefullvaluechain
— that adhere to thehighest en-
vironmental, social, and gover-
nancestandards,”theUSStatede-
partment said in a June 14
statement.
Indiaisseenasalatemoverin

attempts to enter the lithium
value chain, coming at a time
when EVs are predicted to be a
sectorripefordisruption.Theyear
2022 is likely to be an inflection
point for battery technology –
with several potential improve-
ments to the Li-ion technology,
andalternativestothistried-and-
tested formulation in advanced
stagesofcommercialisation.
Inmid-2020,India,througha

newlyfloatedstate-ownedcom-
pany, had signed an agreement
withanArgentinianfirmtojointly
prospect lithium in the South
American country that has the
thirdlargestreservesofthemetal
intheworld.Thecompany,Khanij
Bidesh India Ltd, was incorpo-
rated in August 2019 by three
state-ownedcompanies,NALCO,
HindustanCopper, andMineral
ExplorationLtd,withthespecific
mandatetoacquirestrategicmin-
eral assets such as lithium and
cobalt abroad. The company is
alsoexploringoptionsinChileand
Bolivia,andinAustralia.
Rare earth comprises seven-

teenelements andare classified
as light RE elements (LREE) and
heavyREelements(HREE).Some
RE are available in India such as
Lanthanum, Cerium,
Neodymium,Praseodymiumand
Samarium,while others such as
Dysprosium,Terbium,Europium
thatareclassifiedasHREEarenot
availableinIndiandepositsinex-
tractablequantity.
Hence,thereisadependence

on countries such as China for
HREE,whichisoneoftheleading
producers of RE with an esti-
mated 70per cent of the global
production. Industrywatchers
say that one reason Indiawould
not have found a place in the
grouping is because the country
doesnotbringmuchexpertiseto
the table. In thegroup, countries

likeAustraliaandCanadahavere-
servesandalsotechnologytoex-
tract them and countries like
Japan have the technology to
process.

PMLA ruling
TRSandSibal,theCongressspoke
totheotherpartiesincludingthe
Left,DMK,NCPandRJD.
SeveralOppositionpartiesin-

cluding theCongress, TMC,NCP,
ShivSenaandCPMarefacingED
heat and sources said the judg-
ment has become a matter of
commonconcern.
“Weplaceonrecordourdeep

apprehension on the long-term
implications of the recent
Supreme Court judgment up-
holding, in entirety, the amend-
ments to the PMLAwithout ex-
aminingwhether someof these
amendments could have been
enactedbywayoftheFinanceAct.
If tomorrow the SupremeCourt
upholds that the challenged
amendments through the
FinanceActisbadinlaw,thenthe
entireexercisewouldbecomefu-
tileandalossofjudicialtime,”the
statement said. Asserting that
they hold the SC in highest re-
spect, thepartiessaid“yet,weare
compelled to point out that the
judgment should have awaited
the verdict of a larger Bench for
examining theConstitutionality
of the FinanceAct route to carry
outamendments.”
“These far-reaching amend-

mentsstrengthenedthehandsof
agovernment,indulginginpolit-
icalvendettaoftheworstkind,by
using these very amended laws
relatingtomoneylaunderingand
investigation agencies, to target
its political opponents in amis-
chievousandmaliciousmanner,”
thestatementsaid.
The parties said they were

“verydisappointedthatthehigh-
est judicial authority, invited to
give an independent verdict on
thelackofchecksandbalancesin
theAct,hasvirtually reproduced
argumentsgivenbytheexecutive
in support of draconian amend-
ments.Wehopethatthedanger-
ousverdictwillbeshort-livedand
constitutionalprovisionswillpre-
vailsoon,”thepartiessaid.
Among signatories to the

statement are leaders of the
Congress, TMC,DMK, CPM, CPI,
RJD,ShivSena,NCP,RLD,SP,JMM,
AAP, IUML, RSP, Kerala Congress
(M)andtheMDMK.

SC on freebies
brainstormingandcometosome
conclusions on these issues. So,
wedirect all theparties tomake
theirsuggestionsaboutthecom-
positionofsuchabodyandmake
recommendations.”
It askedthetwosides tosub-

mittheirsuggestionsinaweek.
During the hearing, the CJI

said the reality is that “nopoliti-
cal partywill allow to take out
thesefreebies.Allwantthis.That's
the reality”. Appearing for the
Centre, SolicitorGeneral Tushar
Mehta told the bench that such

“populist announcements... dis-
torttheinformeddecision-mak-
ingof thevoter.Theydon'tknow
what'sgoingtofallonthem.This
is the way we are heading to-
wardseconomicdisaster”.
At theoutset, theCJI said it is

notonly therichwhoshouldget
benefitsbutthepoortooandsaid
thequestionistowhatextentcan
it be checked. Senior Advocate
Vikas Singh, appearing for
AdvocateAshwiniUpadhyaywho
isthepetitioner,responded“from
whosepocketitwillcometogoto
whose pocket” will have to be
considered so that thevoterwill
know.“(Givento)myleftpocket,
andaftera fewyears, takenfrom
my right pocket. That’s the long
and short... I amapoorperson. I
am the beneficiary. I would be
happy that I am getting some-
thinginmyleftpocket,notknow-
ing that itwill be takenout from
myrightpocketafterafewyears,”
Mehtaweighedin.
The CJI said various aspects

willhavetobelookedintobefore
taking any final decision on the
matter. Singh said the Election
Commissioncouldlookathaving
amodelelectionmanifestowhich
says"thereisnoharminwhatyou
are offering, butwhere you are
gettingitfrom...Ifitdeclaresthisis
thedebtofthestate,thisdebtIwill
takecare.Andthis isthemoneyI
amgettingfromthissourceandI
willpaytothesepeople”.
CJI Ramana, however, ex-

presseddoubts on the effective-
ness of such amodelmanifesto
andsaidthereweresuchpropos-
als in the past formodelmani-
festoes against criminal an-
tecedents of candidates etc.
“Theseareallemptyformalities,”
hesaid.Mehtasaidtherecanbea
modelcodeandtheECIcandefi-
nitely apply itsmind. But theCJI
didnotseemtoagreeandsaidthe
model codewill only come into
effect during elections: “Mr
Mehta,whenwillthemodelcode
comeintoplay?Itwillcomeinto
play just before elections.All the
four years youdo certain things
and(inthe)lastyear,modelcode
ofconduct!”
Mehta said it can be a time-

bound thing and can come into
forceimmediately.ToSingh’scon-
tentionthatallsuchpromisesare
election related, the CJI said the
court is not viewing it only from
thatangle,but“otherissues”will
also have to be looked into. He
said the courtwas looking at it
fromtheperspectiveofthecoun-
try’s economy. “Weareheading
towardsadisaster,”Mehtasaid.
TheCJIsaid,“Iamalittlecon-

cerned about these issues... The
ECIandgovernmentcan’tsaywe
don’twanttodo.Letsomepeople
who are concernedwith these
matters, who can look into the
pros and cons dispassionately,
make a suggestion and thenwe
cantakeacall...Wecanaskthem
to give a report within a time-
boundmanner.TheECIcancallall
stakeholdersandtakeacall.”
Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,

however,opposedleavingittothe
ECI, saying it had become the
“MostFavouredInstitution”inthe
country. "Please keep the ECI
away from this. This is an eco-
nomicissue...Thesearealsoissues
ofmid-daymealschemes.These
arealsofreebies.Thereisfreeelec-
tricity for the poor. All kinds of
veryimportantschemeswillpass
muster. But there are some
schemes which cannot pass
muster.Soitisapoliticalissueand
aneconomicissue.Don'tmakeit
an election issue, because then
youpoliticisethewholething,”he
said.MehtacounteredSibal’scon-
tentionandsaid“Iwouldnotlike
tounderminethesanctityofECI.”
Sibal said, "First there should

be a debate in Parliament and
Parliament shouldevolve some-
thing... And the Finance
Commission shouldmake sug-
gestions which have to be ac-
ceptedbythegovernment.”
TheCJI,however,said,“Doyou

thinkParliamentwilldebatethis
issueatall?...Whichpoliticalparty
will agree?... Nopolitical party...
will allow to takeout these free-
bies. The reason is everybody
wants these freebies... I amnot
commenting (on) the political
parties’wisdom. But ultimately,
what the taxpayer or common
manthinksisimportant."Hesaid
these are all policymatters and
there are limits to the extent
courts cango to. “That’swhywe
say... let everyoneparticipate in
thedebate.”He said various au-
thoritiescaninteractwithdiffer-
ent stakeholders,make recom-
mendations to the government
and ECI which can be imple-
mentedandacompliancereport
giventothecourt.
Mehta said the “suggestion

given”bySibal“isarecipefornot
solvingtheproblem”.
TheCJIsaid“wearenotgoing

to have a lengthy debate in this
court to put guidelines... It is a
matterof importancewheredif-
ferentstakeholdershavetobein-
volvedandtheiropinionshaveto
be consideredbefore taking any
decision.Ultimately, it is the ECI

andthegovernmentwhichhave
toimplementthesesuggestions.”
Heasked theparties to comeup
withtheproposalonthecompo-
sitionofacommitteethatcango
intotheissue.

Why hands tied
ECI officials said itwould be an
“overreach”oflawsgoverningthe
pollbodytoregulatedecisionsof
winningpolitical parties. For the
FinanceCommissionwhosemain
responsibilityistodecideonshar-
ing of resources between the
Centreandstates,itstermsofref-
erencewillneedasubstantiveex-
pansion. Thiswill be seenas im-
pinging on the federal structure
ofthepolity.RBI’sdominantfocus
aswell as itsmandate is control-
ling inflation, andNiti Aayog is
moreofathinktanknow.
“Under Article 293 of the

Constitution, statesneed to take
the Centre’s consent for fresh
loans if they are indebted to the
Centre. This is apowerful tool in
the hands of the Centre or the
UnionFinanceMinistry.Butusing
itwill expose the rulingparty in
the Centre to the risk of being
brandedanti-poorbystate lead-
ers,”saidaformerUnionFinance
Secretary,explainingtheCentre’s
dilemma.
“Thebiggest of all freebies is

electricity – free power to huge
sectionsofthesocietyiscrippling
the states,” said a senior Central
official. As onMay31, 2022, at a
consolidated level, dues of state
distributioncompaniestogener-
ating companies is Rs 1.01 lakh
crore; that of the state govern-
ment todistribution companies
isRs62,931crore;andthesubsidy
receivable by the distribution
company from the state is Rs
76,337crore.
A few freebies by states here

andthereisneveraproblem–but
toomanyhandoutsontopofelec-
tricity subsidies precludeordis-
placeotherproductivespending.
“This is problematic because

certainstatesareleftwithlittleto
spend…Forexample,86percent
of Punjab’s expenditure is com-
mitted,accountingforpayments
towardssalaries,pensionsandin-
terestonpastborrowings.Itscap-
italoutlay (spending forcreating
productive assets like roads,
schools, hospitals, etc) is just 7.5
percent,”saidanofficial.
Some states, however, view

the PrimeMinister’s views on
freebies asmorepolitical rather
than economic. Acknowledging
thatrecklesshandoutscouldlead
toproblems,TamilNaduFinance
Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan
told The Indian Express: “Itwas
PrimeMinisterModihimselfwho
in February 2018 launched the
schemegivingRs25,000towork-
ingwomen,covering50percent
ofatwo-wheelercost.Isthisnota
revadi? Does it not reek of
hypocrisy?” The scheme
launchedby theADMKgovern-
mentinTamilNaduwas,inciden-
tally, scrappedbyMKStalin-led
DMKgovernmentinAugust2021.
The Centre’s concerns over

statefinancesarenotunfounded.
In a meeting with Chief
Secretaries of various states in
June this year, Union Finance
SecretaryTVSomanathan is un-
derstoodtohaveraisedaredflag
over huge borrowing by some
states by mortgaging assets –
evenCollectors’ offices anddis-
trictcourtpremises,andescrow-
ing future revenues (giving the
first charge on revenue receipts
towardsdebtraised).
Similarly,veryhighoff-budget

borrowings,excessiveguarantees
andcontingentliabilitiesofsome
states towards fundingpopulist
schemeshavedeepenedconcern
attheCentre.
Someeconomistspushback.

“When the rich really rip off the
bankingsystem,withhugeNPAs
andwrite-offs,andarent-seeking
bureaucratic culture, canwe say
thepoor are toopamperedwith
these freebies?” saidMaitreesh
Ghatak of the London School of
Economics. “Inbehavioural eco-
nomics, we call it the ‘endow-
menteffect’.Itisimpossibletodo
awaywithbenefitsoncegiven, it
always results in loss aversion.
Hence, the concern is a real one.
Nothingisfree,someonepaysfor
it–taxpayers,”hesaid.
Accordingtodatasharedwith

states by the Union Finance
Ministry, between2019-20 and
2021-22, Andhra Pradesh bor-
rowed Rs 23,899 crore, Uttar
PradeshRs 17,750 crore, Punjab
Rs 2,879 crore and Madhya
PradeshRs2,698crore,bymort-
gaging assets andescrowing fu-
turerevenues.
Withlimitsplacedonmarket

borrowing(3.5percentonGSDP),
stateshaveresortedtooff-budget
borrowings. State PSUs or other
agenciesraisedebt,andthisdoes
not reflect in the books of the
state. In the period 2019-20 to
2021-22, the top five states in
termsof off-budget borrowings
were:TelanganaRs56,767crore,
AndhraPradeshRs28,837crore,
Uttar Pradesh Rs 24,891 crore,
Kerala Rs 10,130 crore and

KarnatakaRs9,981crore.
Similarly,guaranteesandcon-

tingent liabilities of states have
also jumped. For Telangana, it
standsataboutRs1.35lakhcrore
(11 per cent of GSDP), Andhra
PradeshRs1.24lakhcrore(10per
cent of GSDP), Uttar PradeshRs
1.73 lakh crore (8 per cent of
GSDP) andRajasthanRs 90,000
crore (7 per cent of GSDP). The
Centre’s guarantees, in contrast,
arelessthan0.5percentofGDP.
“Somestatesareinaperilous

position,” said Fifteenth Finance
CommissionChairmanNKSingh.
“They are entering a fiscal trap,
andwill find it difficult tomeet
their debt obligations.
Macroeconomic stability is a
hard-wonbattle of this govern-
ment. Butunbridledpopulism–
anewphenomenon–puts such
stabilityatrisk.”
Whilefiscalconservatives,in-

cludingthoseinthegovernment,
donotdistinguishbetweenAam
AadmiParty’selectricitysubsidy
to the poor and PM Kisan (Rs
6,000 a year to every farmer),
Singh said there is aneed todis-
tinguishmerit subsidies from
freebies. “Support to education
andfarmsaremeritorioussubsi-
diesandhavelargerexternalities.
Freeelectricityisenvironmentally
unfriendly,anddistortscropping
patterns,”hesaid.
EvenGhatakadmitstheneed

forarethink.“(ThePM)won2019
despite economic headwinds,
andthen thereare the recentUP
electionresults.So,whenthePM
talks about freebies/ ‘revadi’ cul-
ture, there is sometruth to itbut
he canafford to say that, like the
need for sportsmanship coming
fromthewinningteam'scaptain.
But there is a chance of shifting
equilibriumonthisandfromthat
point of view, his argument
shouldbetakenseriously.”

Young Indian
personnel outside theCongress
headquarters at 24, AkbarRoad.
TheCongress, however, claimed
that police had surrounded the
residence of Congress president
SoniaGandhi at 10, Janpath, and
thatofformerCongresspresident
RahulGandhiat12,TughlaqLane
--bothincentralDelhi.
The Congress hit out at the

Governmentandlinkedtheseal-
ing of Young Indian's office and
theincreaseddeploymentofpo-
lice outside theAICCheadquar-
ters to protests planned by the
partyonFridayonprice rise,un-
employment and hike in GST
ratesonessentialcommodities.
“TheCongress isunder siege.

DelhiPolicehavesurroundedour
headquarters and homes of
Congresspresidentandex-presi-
dent. This is theworst form of

vendettapolitics.Wewillnotsub-
mit.Wewill notbe silenced.We
will continue to raise our voice
against injustices and failures of
theModi Sarkar,” AICC general
secretaryinchargeof communi-
cation, JairamRamesh,said.
Addressing a press confer-

ence, along with Ramesh and
Abhishek Singhvi at the AICC
headquarters, Congress general
secretary AjayMaken said the
party has received a letter from
theDelhiPolicedenyingpermis-
sion for a demonstration and
marchtothePrimeMinister’sres-
idenceandRashtrapatiBhavanon
Friday.“TheAICChadissuedacir-
cular lastweek announcing our
plantoholdanationwidedemon-
strationonAugust5onthe issue
ofpricerise,unemploymentand
hike inGST rates on food items.
Accordingtotheplan...MPswere
tomarch toRashtrapati Bhavan
and Congress leaders were to
stageademonstrationoutsidethe
residenceof thePrimeMinister...
Today,we received a letter from
theDCP sayingwe cannot stage
anydemonstrationonAugust5,”
Makensaid.

‘Modi Circuit’
startedidentifyingtheplacesand
figuring out arrangements for
touriststovisitandstay.
IntheepisodeairedinAugust

2019, Grylls hadmetModi at a
rendezvouspointandproceeded
onaseriesofadventures, includ-
ing fashioning an improvised
spearfromastickinanareaofthe
park said to be dominated by
tigers,withthehelpofaknifeand
rope.Thetwohadwalkedalong-
side theKosiRiverandcrossed it
usingamakeshift raft amid rain.
The PM had also consumed a
drinkmadeofneemleaves.
Uttarakhand Minister of

TourismSatpalMaharaj said the
idea for a 'Modi Circuit' came to
himwhen he heard about the
GameofThronestourduringavisit
toCroatia,aspartofwhichtourists
are taken to the locationswhere
the famous TV serieswas shot.
“Wehavealreadycreatedseveral
circuits, forMaaBhagwati,Shiva,
Vishnu,Nav-grah,GoljuMaharaj,
Nagdevta, Hanuman, and
Vivekanand.Thereisanotherma-
jor ideawe areworking on. PM
Modiwent to Jim Corbett Park
withBearGrylls.Wearemakinga
Modi trail for that.Wewill take
tourists to places visited by PM
Modi,”hetoldTheIndianExpress.
The Additional CEO of the

AdventureSportsDivisionof the
Uttarakhand Tourism
Development Board, Colonel
Ashwini Pundir, said he had
watched the episode ofMan vs
Wild featuringModi, anda team
from the TourismDepartment

wasalreadyworkingontheproj-
ect,particularlyonwheretomake
arrangements for tourists tostay
alonga30-40kmdistance.
“I have asked our people to

makealistofplaceswhereGrylls
tookthePM.Wearebrainstorm-
ingonwheretomakethestaying
arrangements,howtopopularise
thecircuit,andwhatcouldbeour
socialmedia plan.Wewant the
touriststohavetheexperiencethe
PM had. We will also put up
write-upsat importantpoints to
informyou that this is theplace
wherePMModi did aparticular
activity,”saidPundir.
CallingModi “thebiggest in-

fluencer in the country”, Pundir
gave the example of the Rudra
cavewherehewasphotographed
while inmeditation. Since then,
Pundir said, caves like it arepre-
booked,oftenseveralyearsinad-
vance. “Soonas theplan (for the
ModiCircuit)iscomplete,wewill
workondevelopingtheareawith
thehelpoftheDistrictMagistrate
anddistricttourismdevelopment
committees.Wewilltakethehelp
of locals,”hesaid.
Officialssaidthatbecausecov-

ering the entire circuitwill not
takealotoftime,theplanistoat-
tract tourists fromneighbouring
stateslikeDelhi,Punjab,Haryana
andUttarPradesh,whocanvisit
overtheweekend.
BJP spokesperson Shadab

Shamswelcomedthemove,call-
ingModi“thebiggestbrandinthe
state”. The Congress noted that
theManvsWildepisodewasshot
onthedayanattack left40CRPF
personnel dead in Pulwama,
Kashmir,andaskediftheBJPgov-
ernment planned to celebrate
this. "We do not have problem
withtourismcircuits,butIdonot
understandwhat is themajor
achievement in that episodewe
are celebrating.WhenPMModi
was shooting that episode, the
Pulwamaattacktookplace...Ifwe
are creating a trail of something
thathappenedonablackday,itis
not right," Congress state presi-
dentKaranMaharasaid.

Collegium
recommends his successor and
themost senior judge is named
theCJI-designate.
As per theMemorandumof

Procedure (MoP), which is the
documentgoverningtheprocess
ofappointmentofjudgesandap-
pointmentofthenextCJI,theLaw
Minister asks theoutgoingChief
JusticeofIndiatorecommendthe
nextCJI. TheMoPstates that the
Chief Justice of India should be
“the senior-most judge of the
SupremeCourt considered fit to
holdtheoffice”.
TheMoP states that theCJI’s

viewsmustbesought“attheap-

propriatetime”butdoesnotspec-
ify a timeline for the process --
conventionally,theprocesstakes
place amonthbefore the retire-
mentof theincumbentCJI.
When Justice Ramana took

over as CJI onApril 24, 2021, the
LawMinisterhadwrittentothen
CJISABobdeonMarch20,2021.
Justice Bobde is learnt to have
written back recommending
Justice Ramana on March 24,
2021. If appointed, Justice U U
Lalit,whoisthemostseniorjudge
oftheSupremeCourt,willhavea
tenureofthreemonthsbeforere-
tiringonNovember8,2022.

Kite flying
Another officer said prohibitory
ordersunderIPCsection144have
beenimposedonflyingkitesnear
Red Fort during the
IndependenceDayfunction,with
violatorsfacingactionundersec-
tion188(disobedienceof official
orders). In 2018, a stray kite fell
near PMNarendraModi during
his speechand last year, another
kite fell on a tree insideRedFort
duringtheceremony--bothwere
consideredsecuritylapses.
Whencontacted,DCP (north

district) Sagar Singh Kalsi said
they are engagingwith kite-fly-
ers,andtakingthehelpofresident
welfare associations andmarket
welfaregroupstopreventsuchin-
stances.“Wehavemetwiththese
kite-flyersandtheyhaveassured
their support. Alongwith them,
we will also raise awareness
aboutnot flying kites onAugust
15from6amto9am,”Kalsisaid.
According topolicedata, 231

skilledkite-flyershavebeeniden-
tified in the north district. The
centraldistrictpolice,meanwhile,
arewrappingupsurveys in their
jurisdiction.
Mohammad Sharique (37),

whostaysintheSadarBazararea,
told The Indian Express: “My
youngerbrotherisaregularkite-
flyerbutbothofushavedecided
to help the police.We attended
meetings at the Sadar Bazar po-
licestation...Wediscussedseveral
strategies to stop others in our
areafromflyingkitestill11amon
August15.Initially,wewereplan-
ningtouseourkitestocutdown
other kites, but the idea was
dropped by senior officers,” he
said.
Another regular,

Mohammmad Salauddin (45),
whoworks as electrician in the
walled city area, said, “Wehave
startedmaking announcements
in our localities tonot engage in
kite-flyingonAugust15.Ihaveat-
tendedanall-India kite-flying in
Bhopal...butwearenowsupport-
ingthepolice.”
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submitted its recommenda-
tions and a draft Bill in
November2021.
The JCP proposed 81

amendmentstotheBillfinalised
by the Srikrishnapanel and12
recommendationsincludingex-
pandingitsmandatetoinclude
discussions on non-personal
data, thereby changing the
mandate of the Bill fromper-
sonaldataprotectiontobroader
data protection, alongside
changes on issues such as the
regulationofsocialmediacom-
panies andusingonly “trusted
hardware” in smartphones,
amongotherthings.
In a note circulated to all

members of Parliament ex-
plaining the reason behind
withdrawalof theBill,UnionIT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said, “The Personal Data
ProtectionBill, 2019wasdelib-
eratedingreatdetailbytheJoint
Committee of Parliament. 81
amendmentswere proposed
and12recommendationswere
madetowardsacomprehensive
legal frameworkon thedigital
ecosystem.Considering the re-
portoftheJCP,acomprehensive
legal framework is being
workedupon.Hence,inthecir-
cumstances, it is proposed to
withdraw 'The Personal Data
ProtectionBill, 2019' andpres-
ent a newBill that fits into the

comprehensive legal frame-
work.”
MinisterofStateforITRajeev

Chandrasekharsaidthegovern-
mentwilltablethenewlegisla-
tion inParliament “very soon”.
“The government has today
withdrawn the Personal Data
ProtectionBill thatwas formu-
lated in2018andre-writtenby
the JCP in2021.After consider-
abledeliberationandexamina-
tion of the JCP’s report, it was
found that there is aneed for a
comprehensive redrawing of
laws and rules taking into ac-
count some of the JCP’s com-
ments and the emerging chal-
lenges and opportunities that
arisefromthere.Acomprehen-
siveapproachtothelawswillbe
undertakenbythegovernment
and we will come back to
Parliamentveryquicklyafterfol-
lowingtheprocessofconsulta-
tion,”Chandrasekharsaid.
Accordingtoseniorgovern-

ment officials, thedataprotec-
tionBillwilldoawaywithsome
recommendations by the JCP
suchasincluding“trustedhard-
ware”andlocalstorageofsome
kinds of personal datawithin
theboundariesofIndia.Instead,
it will add these ideas in the
larger framework for the inter-

net ecosystemwhichwill re-
place the Information
Technology Act, 2000. These
separate legislation, it is learnt,
will be presented at the same
time.“TheMinistrytriedseveral
permutations and combina-
tionstosomehowtryandpres-
entthedataprotectionBillasan
amendmenttotheBillproposed
by the JCP. But therewere sev-
eral ideas in their report that
were better suited elsewhere
than inprivacy legislation, and
thenewBillwill take that into
consideration,”anofficialsaid.
After78sittingsspreadover

184hoursand20minutes, and
halfadozenextensions,theJCP
had tabled its report in
Parliament inDecember 2021.
Apart from recommendations
relatedtodataprivacy,theJCP’s
reportalsoproposedthatsocial
media companies that do not
act as intermediaries are to be
treated as content publishers,
meaningtheybecomeliablefor
the content theyhost. The JCP
hadalsorecommendedinclud-
ingnon-personaldataintheBill.
Initsmostbasicform,non-per-
sonal data is any set of data
whichdoesnotcontainperson-
allyidentifiableinformation.
Aseniorofficialsaidthatspe-

cifictodatalocalisation,thegov-
ernment ismullingaddingit to
the new Information
TechnologyActandwhetherto
allow cross border data flows
onlyto“trustedgeographies”.
“Thethinkingisthatthedata

shouldbestoredinaregionthat
istrustedbytheIndiangovern-
ment, and that data should be
accessible in the event of a
crime,”theofficialsaid.
The newBill could also do

awaywithclassificationofper-
sonaldatafromtheperspective
ofdatalocalisationandonlyuse
classificationforawardingdam-
ages topeoplewhosepersonal
datamay have been compro-
misedbyanentity.
TheIndianExpresshadear-

lier reported that the govern-
mentwaslookingtodilutedata
localisation requirements as
startupshadcomplainedabout
the norms for being “compli-
anceintensive”.Regardingnon-
personal data, theMinistry of
Electronics and IT has already
floatedadraftthatlooksathar-
nessingsuchdataforaidingthe
country’sstartups.
BJPMPPPChaudhary,who

was chairperson of the JCP
when it submitted its report to
Parliament, told The Indian
Express that itwas “necessary”
forthegovernmenttowithdraw
theBill.

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service

(M): 9212665841, 9212008155

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service

(M): 9212665841, 9212008155

EXPRESS EDUCATION

FROMPAGEONE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

5Gauctions,al-Qaeda
leaderkilled,andBJP’s
Biharmeetingfor ‘24
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

5Gspectrumauctionandhowfour
companiesbid, revelationsuponthedeath
ofAymanal-Zawahiri, andthereasonsand
impactsofBJP'smegameeting inBihar

DOWNLOADAPP

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOADTHEAPP

■VISUAL STORIES

■ DAILY BRIEFING

■ PODCASTS

■ CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

IndianExpress
★★★★★■4.6

Data protection bill

New Delhi



EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

INAbid to encourage the use of
publictransportsystem,theAam
Aadmi Party government has
planned to introduce app-based
premium inter-city bus services
forpeople travelling toand from
neighbouringcitieslikeGurgaon,
GhaziabadandNoidaforwork.It
is also working on a scheme
calledtheDelhimotorvehicleag-
gregatorlicencing(premiumbus)
scheme.
“Wewishtoprovidethispre-

miumbusservicesothatpeople
leave their private vehicles be-
hind and use public transport.
TheDelhi governmentwill col-
laboratewith aggregators to op-
erate premiumbuses in the city.
All citizenswhomake inter-city
trips every day should opt for a
cleaner,comfortableandequally
efficientmode of public trans-
port,” Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said, adding that all
buses under this schemewill be
fullyelectric.
Holding a meeting

Wednesday,theCMdirectedthe
transport department to draft a
policy on the scheme. Aimed to
cut down private cars from the
roads, the schemewill likely re-
ducevehicularpollution.Kejriwal
addedthatallthesebuseswillbe
BS-VIcompliantACCNGorelec-
tricbusesinthebeginning,butall
buses inducted after January 1,
2024,willonlybeelectric. Itwill
be a seating-only bus facility,
equipped with app support,
CCTVs andpanic buttons, and it
will be integratedwith theOne
DelhiApp for booking rides and
makingdigitalpayments.
The buses will pick up and

drop passengers from the noti-
fiedbusqueuesheltersandpay-
mentwill bemade through e-
mode, displayed on the app.
Stagecarriagepermitswillbeis-

suedforindividualbusesthrough
licences.Eachaggregatorlicensed
under the schemewill operate
andmaintain a fleet of amini-
mumof50premiumbusestobe
operationalisedwithin90days.
Officials added that once the

policyischalkedout,thegovern-
mentwill invitepublic feedback
and itwill be notified for imple-
mentation. The schemewas an-
nouncedlastyearbutitcouldnot
takeoffduetothepandemic,said
an official, adding that now the
transport department has sped
up thework and the policywill
soonbeoutinthepublicdomain
toseek feedback.
"The aggregator will deter-

mine routes onwhich the vehi-
cleswillply. Suchroutes shall be
notified on themobile orweb-
based app. The transport de-

partmentwillbeinformedbefore
starting ormodifying/terminat-
inganynewroute.Apriornotice
ofsevendaysshallbeprovidedto
thetransportdepartmentandto
the general public before any
changesaremadetotheexisting
routes,"saidtheofficials.
OfficialssaidCNGbusesoper-

ated by aggregatorswill not be
older than three years. All buses
will follow a uniform colour
schemewiththeGNCTDandag-
gregator's logo.
Kejriwal also reviewed the

transportdepartment'sroutera-
tionalisationproject thataimsto
enhance the bus and last-mile
connectivity,andimprovethefre-
quencyofbusservices.
“Howtousetheexistingfleet

ofbusesinDelhimostefficiently?
Howmanymore buses do we
need?Howtointegrateallmodes
of transport? Today, I had a dis-
cussionwithseniorofficialsofthe
transport department on the
“route rationalisation” proposal.
Wewill soon seek public feed-
backon the same," saidKejriwal
inatweetafterthemeeting.
Accordingtoofficials,thede-

partment has completed the
study and prepared a roadmap
underwhichdifferent locations
of the citywill be provided bus
connectivityandpassengerscan
avail of buseswithin a radius of
500metres. Ithasalsoproposed
newroutesandthesamewillbe

putouttogetfeedbackfromthe
public.
Currently, the coverage of

buses inDelhi is 49%, according
tothestandardof15minutesand
500metres accessible, itwill be
increasedto90-95%,saidofficials.
Officials said that presently

around 7,200 buses are operat-
ingon625routes inDelhi. "The
number of standard buses will
rise from 7,200 to 8,494 in the
nearfuture.Mini-midibuseswill
also be operated on 120 routes,
totalling roughly 2,000, provid-
ing last-mile connectivity.
Similar to that, 480 buses will
operate on 44 routes as part of
theMetro feeder service." said
officials. Following the study,
buseswillnowrunevery5to10
minuteson274of the625regu-
lar routes. The buses will con-
tinue to run on the remaining
351 routes in the samemanner
as theydonow.
Officials said that under this

proposal, bus routes have been
dividedintoseveralgroups."The
trunknetwork,whichconsistsof
27super trunk routesand three
centralbusinessdistrictcircula-
torroutes,willhavebusservices
every 5-10minutes. Therewill
be a primary network with
busesrunningevery10-15min-
utes,andfeedernetworkwhere
buses will run every 15 to 20
minutes, will be the secondary
network," saidanofficial.
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REGISTRATION AS APPROVED ASC CONTRACTORS
1. Applications are invited from interested firms for registration with Directorate General of Supplies

and Transport as Registered ASC Contractors for annual contracts for supply of Meat
Dressed/Chicken (Broiler) Dressed in Chilled/Frozen state for approximately 250 stations to the
Indian Army.

2. The firms applying for registration are required to be registered under serial number 3 and 4 in
schedule 1 of FSSAI Act 2006, containing list of food business falling under the purview of Central
Licensing Authority. Interested firms should have their own integrated slaughtering and processing
facilities to handle only Goat/Sheep and Broiler where there are no chances of any mix up with the
slaughter and process of other large animals for production of Beef/Pork etc.

3. Tenders are invited between Oct to Dec at Headquarter Commands for contracts for the period from
01 Apr to 31 Mar.

4. Interested parties may submit application on the printed letter head of firm to Director General
Supplies and Transport (DGST) alongwith FSSAI certificate. Any additional information may be
obtained from the undersigned.

Colonel (Contracts)
Directorate General of Supplies and Transport
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Integrated Headquarters of MOD (Army)
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Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

Cordially invites you to a Public Lecture
on

Crooked Cats: Beastly Tales
from India

by

Dr. Nayanika Mathur
Associate Professor, University of oxford
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Dated: 28.07.2022
Ministry of Mines is inviting applications for engagement of 05
Young Professional on contract basis. Interested eligible
candidates who will be in a position to join immediately, may
submit their particulars in the enclosed format along with
relevant documents to the Under Secretary (Establishment),
Room no. 303, D-wing, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001.
For further details and Terms & Conditions, kindly visit our
website http://www.mines.gov.in
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11.64%POSITIVITYRATEONWEDNESDAY

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

THECAPITALreported2,073fresh
cases of Covid-19Wednesday,
with the incidence crossing the
2,000-mark for the first time in
71 days since February 4when
therewere2,272 cases recorded
as the omicron variant-driven
wavewasrecedinginthecapital.
Thepositivity rate—thepropor-
tionofsamplestestedthatreturn
positive — stood at 11.64% on
Wednesday, according to the
daily health bulletin released by
theDelhigovernment.
The average positivity rate

overthelastthreedaysis11.23%,
which is also the highest since
thethirdwavewanedinthecity.
Five deaths in Covid patients

were also recorded on
Wednesday, taking thismonth’s
tollto10inthreedays.Therewere
50deaths recorded in July, 50 in
June, and 35 inMay. This is the
highest single-day toll reported
in the city since July 3when five
deathswere reported. “Most of

thedeathsreportedareinelderly
people and those suffering from
comorbid conditions,” said Dr
Suranjit Chatterjee, senior con-
sultant of internalmedicine at
IndraprasthaApollohospital.
Withtheincreaseincases,the

number of active cases, or those
withcurrent infection,aswellas
hospitalisations have gone up.
The number of active cases
Tuesdaycrossedthe5,000-mark

to stand at 5,006. Similar levels
werealsoseenattheendof June
whentherewasaslightuptickin
thenumberofcases.Thenumber
of people hospitalised also
crossed the 300-mark on
Tuesday,with341peopleadmit-
tedtocityhospitalswiththeviral
infection.
"There has been a sharp in-

crease in Covid-19 cases in the
city.We used to see, say two to

threeadmissionsaday,thenum-
bers havemore thandoubled in
the last fewdays to six to seven
admissions a day," said Dr Atul
Gogia,seniorconsultantof inter-
nalmedicine at Sir Ganga Ram
hospital.
Hesaid thegovernment's re-

port no longer reflected the true
burden of cases in the city,with
manyeithernotgettingtestedat
allorusinghomekits for testing.
The total number of tests in the
city went down after the third
waveashomekitsbecameread-
ilyavailable.
"It cannot capture all cases

becausemanypeoplearenotget-
ting tested at all or using home
kits.Thesearenotreflectedinthe
report.Somepatientscometous
withsymptomsandtheir family
memberorfriendhastestedpos-
itive thenwe can assume that
they also have the infection," Dr
Gogiasaid,addingthatitwasim-
portant for those at high risk for
severe diseases, such as the eld-
erly and thosewith comorbidi-
ties,must get tested if they de-
velopsymptoms.

Capital records fivedeathsas
Covidcasescross2,000-mark

Govt to roll out premium bus service

Thenumberof activecasesTuesdaycrossedthe5,000-mark
tostandat5,006.Archive

TheCMheldameeting
regardingthesameon
Wednesday

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

ANIGERIANwoman in her 30s,
living inDelhi for over amonth,
tested positive formonkeypox
Wednesday, taking the capital’s
tally to four. This is the country’s
ninth case, and the first case in a
woman,withmost cases being
detectedinyoungmensofar.
Globally too, the cases of

monkeypox have been dispro-
portionately reported among
men.“We'reseeingcasesthatare
largely focused onmen... There
havebeensomecasesreportedin
women and children, but these
have been very limited,” said
Andy Seale, an advisor on sexu-
ally transmitted infections at
WorldHealthOrganisation, in a
videofromtheorganisation.
Thewomanhadnohistoryof

international travel in the last21
days. None of the four persons

whotestedpositivefortheinfec-
tioninDelhihadanyhistoryofin-
ternational travel. In contrast, so
far, all five cases reported from
Kerala have a history of travel
fromUAE.
This is the thirdNigerianna-

tional to test positive for the in-
fection inDelhi, with onemore
suspected to have the infection
admitted to Delhi’s nodal Lok
Nayakhospital.
There isnohistoryof contact

between the fourNigerians, ac-
cordingtopeople in theknowof
thematter.All fourpersonshave
been living in different areas in
Delhi for amonth to a year. The
three confirmed and the fourth
suspected case appears to have
similar symptoms. “All fourper-
sons have fever, typical rashes
(similar to the ones seen in the
first case fromthecity), ulcers in
themouthandthighs,”according
to a doctor fromLokNayakhos-
pital,whichwas the only hospi-

tal designated for isolating con-
firmedandsuspectedcasesofthe
infectiontillTuesday.
Delhi’s first case of the infec-

tionwasdischarged Tuesday af-
ter testing negative on two sub-
sequent tests one day apart and
all lesions healing. Another per-
sonfromGhaziabadsuspectedto
havetheinfectionwasdischarged
fromthehospital lastweekafter
hetestednegativeandwasdiag-
nosedwithchickenpox.
With four cases of monkey-

pox reported in Delhi, surveil-
lanceteamsanddoctorshavere-
ported an increase in people
checking in about their lesions.
“Wearegettingcallsfromhealth-
care facilities about peoplewith
lesions,inalmost90%ofthecases
it is chickenpox,” said a surveil-
lance officer. A city doctor also
said that they were getting
queriesfrompatients.
As part of the government’s

preparednessmeasures,isolation

roomswere also readied in two
otherDelhigovernmenthospitals
andthreeprivatehospitals.
Monkeypox is a self-limiting

viralinfectionthatistransmitted
byclose skin-to-skin,mouth-to-
mouth or sexual contactwith a
personhavingpox-likelesions.It
can be transmitted through in-
fectedmaterials like linens. Big
respiratory droplets are also
known to affect if a person has
prolonged close contactwith an
infectedperson.
The most common symp-

toms include fever, headache,
muscleaches,backpain,lowen-
ergy and swollen lymph nodes,
alongwith pox-like rashes that
last for two to threeweeks. It is
a self-limiting disease but can
lead to death, especially among
children and those with weak
immunesystems.Complications
include pneumonia, secondary
skin infections, confusion and
eyeproblems.

Delhi reports country’s first monkeypox
case in a woman, city’s tally now at 4

New Delhi
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MORETHAN60EXPERTSTOBE INVOLVED

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NOIDA,AUGUST3

AS THEdeadline for demolition
of the Supertech twin towers
nears, police in Noida Tuesday
grantedano-objectioncertificate
(NOC)toEdificeEngineering,the
firmresponsible forcarryingout
thedemolition.
DCP (headquarters)

Rambadan Singh said, “Edifice
Engineering, which has been
given the responsibility for the
demolition of Supertech twin
towers, had filed a letter before
theNoida Police for granting an
NOC.Ithasbeenissuedunderthe
ExplosivesRulesalongwithreq-
uisitetermsandconditions.”
Thetwintowers—Apexand

Ceyane — are scheduled to be
demolishedonAugust21witha
cushion period of oneweek till
August 28, as per the directions
of theSupremeCourtonMay17,
for violating regulations on the
distance between buildings.
SourcessaidtheCentralBuilding
Research Institute (CBRI) has
sentalistofrequirements,which
has been forwarded to
Supertech and Edifice
Engineering, who will submit
therequireddetails toCBRIoffi-
cials by Thursday. A meeting
shallbeheldbetweenthestake-
holders on August 6 to discuss
comments filedbyCBRI.
Once CBRI submits its com-

ments, the Authority shall file a
status report, they added. These
steps are being taken in light of
the July29orderof theSupreme
Courtinamiscellaneousapplica-
tion filed by Supertech,wherein
the CBRI submitted that it had
sought relevant information re-
garding theblast design, ground
vibration,post-demolitiondebris
assessment, test blast, vibration
monitoring report, dust cloud
alongwiththestructuralauditre-
port in respect to the nearby
buildings.
Sources said Edifice

Engineering has to ensure cer-
tain steps for demolishing the
32-floor twin towers, located in
Noida Sector 93A— such as no
column of the buildings shall
havemore than five holes and
none of the holes will be filled
with explosivesweighingmore
than 1.375kg. Additionally, no
two columns shall be exploded
togetherandEdificeEngineering
will have to remove all explo-
sives safely after the blast
whether it is successful or un-
successful. Anareaofaround40
metresfromtheboundaryofthe
twintowerswillremainvacated.
The vehicle carrying the explo-

sives shall bring the required
quantityimmediatelypriortothe
chargingofthebuilding,andonce
explosives are unloaded it will
leave thedemolitionsite leaving
noexplosivesthere,sourcessaid.
Sources have said themate-

rial required for the demolition
will be carried in two vehicles,
whichwillincludetheexplosives
and detonators. Thematerials
usedarespecificallymadeforcar-
rying out demolitions of build-
ings,sourcessaid.Theexplosives
will be brought from Palwal,
Haryana, covering a distance of
100km,sourcessaid,addingthat
thewrappingofbuildingshadal-
readybeendoneinthelastweek
of July using a geotextilewrap-
pingmaterial.
Sourcesfurthersaidthatmore

than 60 peoplewill be involved
inthedemolitionprocess,which
includes seven engineers from
South Africa-based Jet
Demolition, the company that
EdificeEngineeringhaspartnered
with. Therewill be sixengineers
fromEdificeEngineering,and10
local Indianblasters and the rest
will be helpers, sources said. No
onewill be allowedwithin the
boundary of the building.
According to sources, Edifice
EngineeringandSupertechhave
submitted most of the docu-
mentssoughtbytheCBRI.
Meanwhile, DCP (Traffic)

GaneshPrasadsaid,“Theroadop-
positeSupertechTwinTowers-93
ATS Road will be shut down
withinthenexttwodaysandwill
beshutuntil thedayof thedem-
olition.Additionally,onthedem-
olition date, the two ends of
Noida-GreaterNoidaexpressway
willbeshutfor15minutesbefore
the demolition and 15minutes
afteruntilthedustanddebrisset-
tledown.”
“This precaution has been

takentoavoidanyuntowardacci-
dent in theareaandtoavoidany
crowdwhichmaygather on the
demolitionday,”headded.
A local traffic inspector has

beenappointedwhowilllookaf-
ter traffic issues thatmay arise
fromWednesday onwards. The
inspector, Dushyant Rana, has
beenpositionedontheroadright
outside Supertech twin towers,
thepolicesaid.
“We do not want to create

panic among the public at this
pointorcauseanyinconvenience.
Theadvisoriesregardingroaddi-
versionswill be issued twodays
beforetheblast,”Prasadsaid.
Additionally, a 250-metre

areawithin the demolition site
will be completely cordoned off
for entry of people on thedayof
thedemolition.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

DELHI UNIVERSITY aspirants
will need to indicate their pref-
erencesforcollegesandcourses,
basedonpriority,onaCommon
Seat Allocation System (CSAS)
foradmission thisyear.
Delhi University’s Academic

Council Wednesday approved
the admission process, which
was formulated by a Standing
Committee for admissions this
year. Admissions will be based
on results of the Common
UniversityEntranceTest(CUET).
Theadmissionprocesswillbe

done in threephases. In the first
phase,aspirantswillhavetofillap-
plicationforminCSAS.Inthesec-

ondphase,theywillselectcourse
and colleges and indicate their
preferences, andthirdphasewill
include seat allocation and final
admissionbasedonamerit list.
If two students are tied for a

seatwiththesamescore,classXII
boardexamresultswillbeconsid-
eredatie-breaker. If studentsare
still tied, theolder candidatewill
be given preference. This is the
first timethatCUET isbeingheld
foradmissioninCentraluniversi-
ties. Earlier,admissionwasbased
only on class XIImarks. DUhad
been contemplating admission
basedonentrancetestsforalong
time,asmanycollegesendupad-
mittingmore students than the
numberofseatssincetheuniver-
sity is obligated to admit allwho
meetthecut-off.

Last-minute
rush for
RWAs

DU admissions
via common seat
allocation system

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,AUGUST3

A DAY after four construction
workersdiedandanotherwasin-
juredafterfallingoffthe17thfloor
ofPalmHillssocietyinGurgaon’s
Sector 77while dismantling a
towercrane,thefamilyofthevic-
timssaid the tragedycouldhave
been averted had safety equip-
mentbeeninplace.
Mohammad Tahmid (27),

KumodKumar(32),NabinTiwari
(27), andParmeshwar (35)were
migrantworkersfromBihar,who
hadbeenworkingatconstruction
sitesinGurgaonaswelders,scaf-
foldersandcranefitters.
Nabin Tiwari, a native of

Sonauli,ChhapradistrictinBihar,
came toGurgaon five years ago

aftercompletinganITIcourseand
had beenworking as awelder,
earningRs 24,000 amonth, said
relatives. At the mortuary on
Wednesday, they said he was
planning to get married. “His
younger sister gotmarried two
months ago. He would send
moneyhome.Afortnightago,he
visited our village to attend a
functionandwewerelookingfor
amatch forhim.Hewouldoften
complainabouttherisksinvolved
inhis job,”saidhisuncle.
Pramod Kumar, Kumod’s

elder brother,whoalsoworks in
construction, said that Kumod
worked as a crane operator and
fitter.“Weareallawareoftherisks
involved in the job, but contrac-
tors andbuilders need to ensure
safetyofthestaff.Theirnegligence
caused this incident.Whenever

my brother complained about
safety,hewastold‘kaamkarnahai
tohkaro,nahitohchalejao’(quit if
you don’t want towork),” said
Pramod. Kumod gotmarried in
November2020andusedtosend
moneyeachmonth for their sis-
ter’snursingcourse.

MohammadTahmid,who is
from Araria district in Bihar,
workedinscaffoldingandissur-
vivedbyhiswife and three chil-
dren aged2, 4 and6. “Hewould
earnaboutRs700aday.Whowill
provide for his family now?He
wantedtoleavethislineofwork.
Iftherewasaharnessandasafety
net,hecouldhavebeensaved.We
want justice,” said his brother,
MohammadSanowarAlam.
One of theworkers, Gufran

Ahmed,allegedthattheincident
took place due to the alleged
haste in dismantling the tower
crane. “All safety precautions
were ignored. When workers
wereontheplatform,asanetwas
removed, the girder broke and
oneendof scaffoldinggaveway,
due to inadequate safetymeas-
ures,”healleged.

Police said an FIRwas regis-
teredagainsttheprojectmanager,
tower in-charge,mechanic fore-
man,safetyengineer,siteengineer
and themain contractor. TheFIR
was registeredon the complaint
ofaninjuredworkerwhoalleged
that “heandhis colleagues com-
plainedaboutensuringadequate
safetymeasuresatthesiteseveral
times, but no actionwas taken”.
TheFIRstatedthecontractorand
developer put pressure on them
todojoborquit,andtheincident
tookplaceduetonegligence.
Meanwhile,Gurgaondeputy

commissioner Nishant Yadav
formedafour-membercommit-
teetoprobethemishapandsub-
mit a report. He said that com-
pensationwouldbegiven to the
families of the deceased and in-
juredasperthelawsintwodays.

Day after four died at Gurgaon condo, kin rue:
‘Safety gear could have saved their lives’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,AUGUST3

FOURMASKEDmenbargedintoa
houseintheupscaleFlorenceElite
society insector57,SushantLok-
3,andallegedlyrobbeda64-year-
old woman after holding her
hostage andgagginghermouth.
Policesaidtheaccused,whostole
two gold bangles and amobile
phone,areyettobearrested.
Police said the incident took

placearound3.30amonTuesday
when the woman and her 67-
year-oldhusbandwereasleep.

In the police complaint, the
complainant,RamaSharma,said
that between 3.30 amand 4.30
am, fourmenentered thehouse
from the rear door, whichwas
openduetorenovationwork.
“Theyhadcoveredtheir faces

withcloth.Twoofthempounced
on me and started asking me
where the money was. They
threatenedtokillme.Theysuffo-
catedmewith their hands. They
toldmethattheyhadtiedmyhus-
band upstairs. I tried to make
noisebuttheytiedmyface,hands
andmouth using clothes. They
forciblytookmygoldbanglesand

myphoneandpushedmeto the
bathroom. After a fewminutes,
they tookmeupstairs forcefully
andsearched theupper room. In
themeantime, theyheard some
noiseandranaway,”shestatedin
theFIR.
The couple's son anddaugh-

ter-in-law live in Canada. The
woman’s husband, Ashok
Sharma, 67, themanagingdirec-
tor of a shipping firm, told The
IndianExpress, “Theentireordeal
lastedover 90minutes.Mywife
suffered injuries and was in
traumaandhad to be taken to a
hospital.Shehasbeendischarged

today.Iwasasleeponthefirstfloor
at the timeof the incident and I
amfortunatethatmylifehasbeen
saved. The intention of the ac-
cusedwastolootthemoneyfrom
thesafeandmurderme.Theyleft
behindan iron rod.Mywifewas
on theground floor. Theaccused
heldherhostageandgaggedher
and lockedher in thebathroom.
They toldher, ‘humne buddhe ko
baand diya hai (Wehave tiedup
theoldman)’.”
Headded,“Mywifetoldthem

to takewhatever theywanted.
They dragged her to the bed-
rooms upstairs looking forme.

Intelligently, my wife showed
themto twoother roomswhich
were empty and she pretended
nottoknowwhereIwas.Therob-
bers got spooked and assumed
thatImayhavegoneoutsideand
would raise an alarm and they
fled.Aftertheyleft,mywifewoke
meupandwelockedourselvesin
and called the police.Wewere
scared.Initiallywewereunableto
connecttothepolice,sowecalled
afriend,whocalledaPCR.Thepo-
licethenarrivedandofferedhelp.”
PolicesaidanFIRhasbeenreg-

isteredagainsttheaccusedunder
IPCsections458,392,34.

Elderly couple targeted at Gurgaon home, 4 masked
men gag woman, flee with bangles and phone

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

DIRECTING THE Delhi
Development Authority to go
ahead with the demolition of
unauthorised jhuggis on the
Yamunafloodplainsonlyincon-
sultationwith the Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board
(DUSIB), the Delhi High Court
has said people cannot be
evicted“withabulldozerattheir
doorstepearlyinthemorningor
late in theevening,without any
notice, rendering them com-
pletely shelterless”.
JusticeSubramoniumPrasad

said theactionof theDDA in re-
moving a person, whom they
claim to be an encroacher,
overnight from his residence,
cannot be accepted. “A reason-
able period has to be given to
suchpersonsandtemporary lo-
cation has to be provided to
thembefore embarking on any
demolition activities,” said the
court,whiledirectingtheDDAto
give sufficient time to dwellers
tomakealternatearrangements.
The court said that alterna-

tively, steps should be taken to
accommodate the dwellers in

shelters provided by the DUSIB
forthreemonthssothatpersons,
whosejhuggisarebeingdemol-
ished, are able to find alternate
accommodations.Theorderhas
beenpassedinapetitionfiledby
Shakarpur SlumUnion alleging
that DDA officials, on June 25,
without any notice arrived and
demolishedabout300 jhuggis.
In the petition filed through

advocateKawalpreetKaur,itwas
arguedthatJJBasti inShakarpur
hasbeeninexistencesince1980,
andmostof itsresidentsaremi-
grantsfromBihar,UttarPradesh
and Bengal who are labourers,
ragpickers, rickshaw-pullers,
autodriversanddomesticwork-
ers.
The DDA told the court that

demolitionwas carried out at a
distance from thosementioned
in the list of clusters published
by the DUSIB for rehabilitation,
and in compliancewith the or-
ders of the National Green
Tribunal.
Thecourtsaidencroachment

on government land cannot be
saidtobeafundamentalrightof
anypersonandpeopleencroach-
ingcannotclaimtobeentitledto
rehabilitationasamatterofright
inabsenceof anypolicy.

MOHANASARKAR&
SARASIDDIQUI
NOIDA,AUGUST3

AHEAD OF the demolition of
Supertech twin towers, resident
welfare associations of nearby
buildings have been working
withauthorities tospeaktoresi-
dentsandformulateguidelines.
“Residentshavebeentoldfor

the past sixmonths to evacuate
the premises on the day of the
demolition,” said Poonam
Mukhreja from ATS Village,
adding that her house is around
35metresaway.
“We wish to return to our

homes as soon as possible but
since the post-demolition sce-
nario is uncertain, there is con-
cern. If therewill be a lot of dust
and particulatematter, which
maybeharmfultoinhale,wewill
waitandseeif it issafetogoback
intheevening,”sheadded.
RWAs have spoken to resi-

dentsandgiventhemguidelines
to followon that day. They have
recommended “leaving the
premises in themorning, secur-
ingwindows in case the dust or
other particles are spread, and
switchingoffthegaspipelineand
electricitymains”,saidaresident
oftheadjacentbuilding,Emerald
Court. “It isbeingdone ina fairly
organisedway.Wearegratefulto
RWAsforplanningitwell.”
TheEmeraldCourtRWAhad

brought in an engineer to carry
outastructuralauditofthebuild-
ing,who recommended certain
repairsinthebuilding.Thereport
was submitted to the Noida
Authority.
Residents of nearby colonies

are also a worried lot. Swati
Agrawal, a resident of Grand
Omaxe, which is more than a
kilometre away from thedemo-
litionsite,said,“Weareapprehen-
sive about the consequences of
the demolition, particularly air
pollution”.
OnJuly19,EdificeEngineering

submittedavibrationprediction
report to the Noida Authority,
whichsaid themaximumvibra-
tioncausedduetothedemolition
isexpectedtobe34mmpersec-
ond,whilethestructuresinzone-
5 are designed according to the
norms of 300mmper second,
andtherewasnoneedforastruc-
turalaudit.

Theyfelloff the17thfloorof
PalmHillssociety

The Process
The entire admission process will be done online.
DUwill start a Common Seat Allocation System,
a centralised portal for undergraduate admissions
to all DU colleges

■Logintothe
dashboardandaccess
theProgramsection

■Aspirantswillbe
askedtoselectacourse
andcollege
combination,multiple
optionscanbeselected

■Additionofprogrammes
cannotbedoneafter the
deadlineforapplication

■Theorderofselectionof
theProgram+College
combinationwillalso
determinethepreference
orderforallocationofseats

HOW TO

www.

A. Orderofpreference
ofProgram+College
combinationselected
bythecandidate inthe
applicationform
B. Positionof the
candidate intheProgram-
Specificmerit list
C.Thecategory
(unreserved/reserved)of

thecandidate
D. Availabilityof seats in
differentcategories for
whichthecandidate is
eligible

HOW COURSE AND COLLEGE
WILL BE ALLOTTED:

FREEZING OR UPGRADING SEATS

■ Onceaseathasbeenallocated inaparticularround,
thecandidatewillhaveto“Accept” theseatofferedbefore
the lastdate/timespecifiedfor thegivenround

■ Afterverification, thecollegewill “Approve”or“Reject”
theprovisionallyallocatedseatof thecandidate,after
whichfeehastobepaidwithinstipulatedtime

■ After the
completionof a
seatallocation
round,candidates
willhavetoopt
foreither“Freeze”
or“Upgrade”

■A2-day
windowwillbegivenfor
theadmittedcandidateto

opt foreither
“Freeze”or
“Upgrade”

■Upgrade
optionwillnot
beavailable for
thecandidate
whohasbeen

offeredhis/her first
preferences
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SUPERTECH
APEXTOWER

Mega project: The preparation
INTHEVICINITY:
SupertechEmeraldCourt
andATSVillage
Apartments

BEINGCARRIED
OUTBY:
Mumbai-basedfirm
EdificeEngineering
partneringwithSouth
Africa-based Jet
Demolition

MAXIMUMVIBRATION
EXPECTED:
34mm/second

BLASTSCHEDULEDFOR:
2.30pmon
August21,
with
one-week
cushion

periodendingAugust28
asdirectedbySupreme
Court

PREPARATION:
Routesnear
demolition
site tobe
diverted;
Noidapolice

to issuetrafficadvisory
twodaysbeforeblast;
Expresswaytobeshut for
around30minutes–
15minutesprior,15
minutesafter

APEX
Floor:32

Height:103m

EXPERTS
INVOLVED:
Over60,
including7
engineers

fromJet,6 fromEdifice

TOTALAREA

7.5 lakh sq ft

Noida prepares for twin tower demolition

4 dead while
cleaning
waste tank
in Jhajjar
Gurgaon: Fourworkers died and
twowere injured after allegedly
inhalingtoxicfumeswhileclean-
ingsludgefromawastagetankat
a factory in Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar
Wednesday.
According to police, the inci-

dent took place around1.30 pm
in Rohad industrial area in
Bahadurgarh.Policeidentifiedthe
victims as Rajbir, Ajay Kumar,
Jagatpal and Prakash, all hailing
fromUttarPradesh.
MayankPatelandVikaswere

rushed to a private hospital and
are currently admitted to an in-
tensivecareunit,wheretheircon-
ditioniscritical, saidpolice.
Sohanpal, an associate of

Vikas, said, “Theworkerswere
not given any safety equipment.
Thetankhadnotbeencleanedfor
over a year and it hadwaste and
residue. No gloves ormaskwas
givenandworkerswereaskedto
go inside the tankwith a shovel
despite protestations. Vikas en-
tered the tank using a ladder.
Somewaterwas pumped from
thetank.Suddenlygasspreadand
hefellunconscious.Whenhedid
not respond to calls, another
workerwentintorescuehim,but
healsodidnotreturn.Allsixwho
wentinsidesuffocated.”
A police officer said, “The

workers were asked to clean
sludgeandwastematerialfroma
five-footdeeptankatthefactory.
Somesludgehadaccumulatedat
thebottom.”WaseemAkram,SP
Jhajjar, said, “Legal actionwill be
taken against the factory owner
andthosefoundculpableforvio-
lationsof safetynorms.”ENS

CEYANE
Floor:32

Height:97m

Cannot land at
someone’s doorstep
with bulldozer: HC

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,406 9,033
ICU BEDS 2,119 2,021

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
16,382

NOIDA
Aug2 Aug3

Cases N/A 165
Deaths N/A 0
GURGAON
Cases 213 361
Deaths 1 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 376
OXYGENSUPPORT 77
VENTILATORSUPPORT 14

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,60,172

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Aug2 1,506 771 3 14,165
Aug3 2,073 1,437 5 17,815
Total 5,637* 19,28,214 26,321 3,95,47,997
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi
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5QUESTIONS

THE CPI’S RAJYA SABHA MP, P
SANDOSH KUMAR, TELLS ESHA ROY
ABOUT THE DEMAND FOR THE REPEAL
OF THE UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES
(PREVENTION) ACT IN THE 75TH YEAR
OF INDIA’S INDEPENDENCE

Whydid you raise the issueof
repealing theUAPA?
From the very beginning, the CPI
has opposed, first the
introduction and then the
enforcement of theUAPA. This
has been thepolitical conviction
not only of theCPI, but of the Left.

What is themost problematic
part of theUAPA?
Under Section43(d) of theAct,
authorities are allowed to
imprison an individualwithout
trial for up to 180days. So,
without police filing a
chargesheet, an individual canbe
kept in jail for a period of six
monthswith the reason that they
are involved in terrorism
activities. Also, UAPA cases are
often flimsy.

Youalso raised the issueof the
definitionof terrorism...
The government has not defined
what terrorism is. Presently it is
very vague. So, anything canbe
terrorism. Fromactual terrorist
events like the attack on the Taj
Hotel (the 2008Mumbai terror
attack) to evenkeeping certain
literature or reading certain
booklets, such asMaoist
pamphlets, can bedeemed
terrorism. This is problematic.
Recently,while dismissing a case
underUAPA filed by theNIA, the
SupremeCourt observed that
even aperson reading a
newspaper canbe aproblem.

Whatkindof lawdoyou think
thegovernmentneeds tobring
in todealwith terrorism?
Civil society, political parties and
the government need to
collectively re-think laws as far as
terrorism in concerned.Most of
the cases that are now filed canbe
dealtwith using the strong IPC
sections thatwehave currently.
Some states also have their own
laws to dealwith such activities.

What aboutpreventive
measures?
Right now,most people being
pickedupunderUAPAare in the
age range of 18-30 years, and then
the secondhighest are the 30-45
year category. The conviction
rates underUAPAhavenot been
very high.Moreover, even
without conviction you are sitting
in jail for longperiods of time.
This affects the lives of those
accusedunder theAct and their
families too.

From The Gallery

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

LOK SABHA witnessed noisy scenes and
abruptadjournmentsamidprotestsbyoppo-
sitionmembers over the raid at National
Herald newspaper premises in connection
withamoneylaunderingprobe.Inarareges-
ture of protest, Congress president Sonia
Gandhi also came to thewell of the House
brieflytojoinherpartyMPswhowereprotest-
ing against the “misuse of central investiga-
tiveagencies”againstoppositionleaders.
While members belonging to the

Congress and the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) stood in the well of the
House, raising slogans like “ED,Modi down
down” and “Narendra Modi jawab do”,
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)members
and a few from Trinamool Congress (TMC)
stoodnear their seats in solidarity.
Two CongressMPs, Kodikkunnil Suresh

andManickam Tagore, gave notices of ad-
journment motion to discuss the issue.
Tagore's notice said the party wanted the
House todiscuss immediately the “attitude
of the Central government misusing the
Enforcement Directorate to suppress the
Opposition party and its leaders, especially
theactivitiesof theEDtodefamethevalues
of theNationalHeraldnewspaper,andtodi-
rectthegovernmenttorefrainfromsuchac-
tivities”.Sureshsaidhewantedtodiscussthe
“raidsattheNationalHeraldofficeinDelhiby
theEnforcementDirectorate”asit is“yetan-
other instanceof thevengefulpoliticisation
of Central agenciesby theBJP-ledNDAgov-
ernmentinitsattempttothrottledissentand
opposition voices by acting upon fake and
trumped-upcharges”.
When the House met, the Opposition

wanted that its leaders be allowed to raise
this issue.When Speaker Om Birla started
theQuestionHour,MPs from the Congress
stormed thewell shouting slogans against
the government. “ED, Modi down down”
and “NarendraModi jawab do” were their
main slogans.
The Lok Sabha was adjourned first at

11.10amtillnoon,andthenagainat12.15pm
till 2pm.
When theHousemet at noon, Congress

MPs insisted that their leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhurybeallowedtoraisetheissueinthe
House.WithRajendraAgrawal(BJP),whowas
intheChair,notgrantingpermissiontospeak,
theMPsbegansloganeering.SoniaGandhiwas
seenaskingpartyleaderChowdhurytospeak
on certain issues. Congressmembers, and
DMKleaderTRBaalualsourgedSpeakerOm
BirlatoallowChowdhurytospeakbuttheper-
missionwasnotgranted.
Amid the ruckus, DMKMP Dayanidhi

MaranwasseenpersuadingseniorCongress
leaders, includingShashiTharoorandKartiP
Chidambaram, to come to the well of the

House. At this, Sonia Gandhi stood up and
joined the protesters in the well and also
askedChidambaramtomove to the front.
RajendraAgrawal,whowasintheChair,al-

lowed the layingof parliamentarypapers on
thetableoftheHouseandtheintroductionof
theEnergyConservation(Amendment)Billby
PowerMinisterRKSingh.TrinamoolCongress
MPSougataRayopposed the introductionof
theBill, contending that theprovisionswere
notsufficienttofindalternativesourcesofen-
ergyandtheBill seeks tomake theBureauof
EnergyEfficiency(BEE)atop-heavystructure.
“ThisBillhasnothingtoimprovetheintroduc-
tionof greenhydrogen, greenammonia and
othernon-fossilfuels,”Raysaidandurgedthe
government tobring amore comprehensive
draft legislation.
Singh, however, introduced the Bill that

alsohasprovisionstoestablishcarbonmar-
kets and empower state electricity regula-
tory commissions tomake regulations for a
smoothdischargeof itsfunctions.Singhtried
to address the concerns raised by Ray, say-
ing the Bill did not seek to turn BEE into a
large body, but only increase themembers
inthegoverningcounciltoensureparticipa-
tionofotherdepartmentsinitsfunctioning.
“Wearealso introducingcarbonmarkets.A
person embracing renewable energy will
earncreditswhichcanbepurchasedbyoth-
ers. Thiswillmake financing the renewable
energyprojectseasier,” Singhsaid.
According to theminister, the big resi-

dential buildings consume 24 per cent of
electricityandtheBillhasprovisionstomake
such buildings more energy efficient and
sustainable. The Bill has provisions to slap
penaltiesfornon-complianceof therulesby
industrialunitsorvessels, andonmanufac-
turersifavehiclefailstocomplywiththefuel
consumptionnorms.
“Withthepassageoftime,andinthecon-

textof theenergytransitionwithspecial fo-
cusonthepromotionofnewandrenewable
energy and National Green Hydrogen
Mission,aneedhasarisentofurtheramend
the saidAct to facilitate the achievement of
'Panchamrit' – as five nectar elements pre-
sentedbyIndiainConferenceofParties-26in
Glasgow last year,” Singh said in the
StatementofObjectsandReasonsof theBill.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

EDUCATION MINISTER Dharmendra
Pradhan said on Wednesday that India
would become self-reliant in the field of
technology by the end of 2022. Replying to
adebate inLokSabha,healsosaid thatpeo-
pleshouldletgoof theideathatuniversities
mustonlybe fundedbythegovernment.
TheLokSabhaonWednesdaypassedaBill

that seeks to convert the National Rail and
Transport University in Gujarat into an au-
tonomous central university.While the de-
bate over the Central Universities
(Amendment)Bill,2022wascarriedoutamid
sloganeeringfromOppositionmembersover
theissueofmisuseofcentralagencies,allpar-
tiesthatparticipatedinthedebatesupported
the Bill. The newuniversitywill be rechris-
tenedGatiShaktiUniversityafterthegovern-
ment’sprogrammeforintegratedinfrastruc-
turedevelopmentinthecountry.
“By theendof 2022, this countrywill be

self-reliantinthefieldoftechnology.Notjust
infrastructure, but big industries, social
schemes…Where will farming happen?
Wherewill a schoolbebuilt?…All of these

needamasterplan. It istheneedof thehour
that there is a knowledge repository of all
theseindustrialinitiativesandinfrastructure
vision. In this background, the Gati Shakti
University has been imagined,” Education
MinisterDharmendraPradhansaid inreply
to thedebateover theBill.
Elaborating onwhat the universitywill

teach, Pradhan said, “Today, aviation has
reachedremotelocationsinthecountry.We
aretalkingaboutdriverlesstrainengines.All
thesearebasedontechnologyandneedspe-
cificskillsets.AndtheywillbetaughtinGati
ShaktiUniversity. There is aneed for capac-

itybuildingofallemployeesof thetransport
sector.By2025,therewillbeasmanythings
done by machines as are being done by
handstoday.Thosemachineswillneedpeo-
ple behind their operation. This is a futuris-
tic university. Thiswill be the first research,
entrepreneurship andmulti-disciplinary
universityinthecountry.Thisuniversitywill
alsoteachissuesrelatedtodisplacedpeople
andhowtheyshouldberehabilitated.”
Regarding the financial implications of

the new university, theminister said, “We
havetoletgoof theideathatcentraluniver-
sities must be run only with government
funds. Our society is becoming prosperous
andtheNEP(NationalEducationPolicy)says
thatweneedtoalsousepublicdonations.”
RailwaysMinisterAshwiniVaishnaw,who

participated in thedebate, said, “Thisuniver-
sitywillhavefivemainobjectives.Thefirstob-
jectivewillbetransport-focusedcourses.Then
therewillbeskill-developmentcoursesunder
theframeworkoftheSkillIndiacampaign.The
thirdobjectiveisappliedresearchsuchasthose
needed forbridge, tunnel andport construc-
tion.Thefourthwillbetechnologicaldevelop-
ment.Thefifthwillbetransporteconomicsand
infrastructurefinance.” FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

House panel criticises govt for absence
of ‘clear-cut’ policy on Indian diaspora
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

A PARLIAMENTARY panel onWednesday
criticised the government over the absence
of a “clear-cut” policy onengagingwith the
Indiandiasporaandrecommendedbringing
outadocumenttoserveasaguidingprinci-
ple for adeeper andwider connectionwith
thecommunity.
The committee onMinistry of External

Affairsalsoexpresseditsdispleasureoverthe
government not yet having an authentic
database of the Indian diaspora, and said
Indianmissions abroad should play amore
proactive role in developing closer contact

with thecommunity.
In its 15th report that was tabled in

Parliament onWednesday, the panel noted
that the Indiandiasporacomprisingover18
million PIOs (persons of Indian origin) and
13millionNRIsisoneof thelargestoverseas
communities globally and the government
mustengagewith it effectively.
ThepanelheadedbyPPChaudhary said

it is surprised that a "clear-cut policy" on
India'sdiasporaisyettobedraftedbythegov-
ernmentdespitehavingahugediasporaplay-
ing a very important role in the socio-eco-
nomicdevelopmentof theirhomecountry.
“Thecommitteedesiresthatthe(External

Affairs) Ministry should bring out a policy
documentonitsdiasporatoserveasaguid-

ing principle for deeper andwider engage-
mentwiththediasporacommunity,” itsaid.
Thecommitteealsonotedthatitis“deeply

concerned” about theplight of thousandsof
Indian students pursuingmedical andother
courses inUkraineandChinaas theyarenot
beingabletoreturntothesecountries.
“These students have been left in a

quandary as they could not re-join their
coursesphysicallyorcomplete their intern-
shipor training in India,” the report said.
“The committee has been told thatMEA

had recommended to theMinistry of Health
andFamilyWelfaretoconsiderallowingIndian
privatemedical institutionstoenrol returnee
studentsfromUkraineintheirinstitutionson
aone-timeexemptionbasis,” itsaid.

RS unanimously passes anti-doping Bill
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

PARLIAMENTONWednesday passed a Bill
that seeks to create a statutory framework
fortheNationalAnti-DopingAgency(NADA)
andNationalDope testing laboratory.
After a detailed discussion, Rajya Sabha

onWednesday unanimously passed the
NationalAnti-dopingBill.Thelegislationwas
cleared lastweek inLokSabha.
SportsandYouthAffairsMinisterAnurag

Thakursaidthelawwillregulateanti-doping
activities in sports, specifically highlighting
thatitwill“accomplishbuildinginstitutional
capabilities inanti-dopingandenablingthe
hostingofmajor sportingevents”.
“(Itwill enable)... protecting rights of all

sportspersons,ensuringtime-boundjusticeto

athletes,enhancingco-operationamongagen-
cies in fighting doping in sports, reinforcing
India's commitment to international obliga-
tionforcleansports,independentmechanism
foranti-dopingadjudication,”Thakursaid.
Hesaid that the lawwill result in thees-

tablishment ofmoredope testing labs. This
will help create job opportunities, both di-
rectly and indirectly, and create opportuni-
tiesforacademicresearch,science,andman-
ufacturing relating to anti-doping, the
minister said.
During the debate, nominatedmember

and legendary athlete P T Usha, delivering
hermaiden speech, expressed her concern
overdoping-relatedactivitiesbeingreported
atgrassroots levels.
“Weareyet toopenoureyestotheabuse

of doping in our countrywhichwas earlier
confinedonlytotheseniornationallevelsbut

it has now reached the juniors, college and
school levels,which isaseriousconcernthat
needs tobe addressed.When talented sport
individualsareabusingperformance-enhanc-
ing drugs, they are not only sacrificing their
careerandlifeforshort-termbenefitsbutthey
are also spoiling the talents of upcoming
sportsindividualswhoworkveryhardtoim-
provetheirperformancelevels,”Ushasaid.
Shesaid thenewlawcancontroldoping

activitiestoacertainextent.However,more
“effectivemeasures”needtobeundertaken
tocurb thesepractices, shesaid.
“To control this alarming situation,with

thespecialinterestofourSportsMinister,the
Lok Sabha passed the Anti-Doping Bill last
week.While this phenomenon can be con-
trolled to some extent through legislation,
yet stillmoreeffectivemeasuresare imper-
ativeandneedtobe taken,”Ushasaid.

Smriti Iraniat therally.Anil Sharma BJPMPManojTiwari.AnilSharma

UnionministerJitendraSinghandotherMPsduringthebikerallyinNewDelhi,Wednesday.PTI

SeveralMPs, includinganumberofministers, tookpart in the ‘HarGhar
Tiranga’bikerally fromRedFortaspartofAzadikaAmritMahotsav

TRICOLOUR RALLY

MinistersAnuragThakurand
GKishanReddy.AnilSharma

UPROAR INLOKSABHA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

THEGOVERNMENTwill construct26green
express highways by 2024 and bring down
travel time between key cities across the
country, Union Road Transport and
HighwaysMinisterNitinGadkari toldRajya
SabhaonWednesday.
Oncethehighwaysarecompleted,travel

timefromDelhitoDehradun,Haridwarand
Jaipurwillbereducedtotwohours,Gadkari
said.Citingmoreexamples,hetoldthemem-
bers,“DelhitoChandigarhwilltaketwo-and-
a-half hours, Delhi to Amritsar four hours,

andyouwill beable todoDelhi-Mumbai in
12hours. By 2024, I guarantee that roads in
Indiawillbe likethose intheUnitedStates.”
He said the Transport Ministry is also

looking at several new technologies to re-
place toll plazas in order to reduce traffic
snarls at thesepoints.
Starting that the government is looking

attwonewoptionsfortollcollection,Gadkari
said the first is a satellite-based system,
throughwhichGPSinavehiclewillhelptoll
to be directly deducted from the vehicle
owner's bank account. “The other option is
the numberplate,” he said. “From2019, we
started the new numberplate with a new
technology.…Therewillbeacomputerised

system bywhichwe can use the software,
andwewill collect toll.”
He said the systemwill register thepoint

where a vehicle enters a toll highway, and
thereafter register thepointwhere it exits it;
tollwillbedeductedfromtheowner'saccount
forthekilometresthecarisdrivenonthehigh-
way.He said theministry is yet to zero in on
thetechnologytobeusedbutitwillbeselected
“asearlyaspossible—withinamonth”.
Specifying that FASTag — an electronic

tollcollectionsystem—hascontributed“im-
mensely”totollcollection,Gadkarisaid5.56
croreFASTagshavebeenissuedtilldate,and
averagedaily toll collection throughFASTag
isRs120crore.

SoniaGandhi joinedprotestingMPsat
theWellof theHouse. File

Noisy protests over
National Herald raid,
‘misuse’ of agencies

Education Minister: Let go of idea that
universities must only be funded by govt

UnionEducationMinisterDharmendra
PradhaninLokSabhaonWednesday.PTI
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TEACHERRECRUITMENT IN IITs

IITSWITHTHEMOSTVACANCIES

2,258 9,881 2,043 15,322 1,836 399

Kharagpur 798
Bombay 517
Madras 482
IIT (ISM)Dhanbad 446
Roorkee 419

Kanpur 382
Guwahati 307
IITBHU 271
Jodhpur 138
Bhubaneswar 114

Hyderabad 113
Patna 97
Indore 77
Mandi 71
Ropar 66

■Thereare4,596vacanciesinIITs, the
govttoldtheRajyaSabhainresponse
toaquestionbyBJPMPCMRamesh
■RespondingtoCPMMPAARahim,
thegovtsaidsinceSept2021,18 IITs
recruited286teachers.

InBhubaneswar,BhilaiandRoorkee IITs, recruitment is in ‘abeyance’,whileon
Mandi,PatnaandTirupaticampuses, it is ‘underprocess’, thegovt toldRajyaSabha

■Applicationsreceived
■ Shortlisted

■Selected

UnionministerMinisterNitinGadkariat
ParliamentonWednesday.PraveenKhanna

Gadkari ‘guarantees’ US-like roads in India by 2024

New Delhi
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PAST & PRESENT
INHERmaidenspeechintheRajyaSabha,nominatedmember
PTUsha,whilerecountingherdreamtopursueathletics,men-
tionedtwoPrimeMinisters—IndiraGandhiandNarendraModi.
“...myselfbeingagirlfromremotePayyoliinKerala,avillagewith-
outanyfacilitiestopursuemysportingdreams,metandspoke
for the first time to the then Prime Minister late Indira
Priyadarshiniji,whichwasoneofthemostpreciousmomentsof
mylife,”Ushasaid.“...Runninguptotheyear2000andtraining
myyoungergeneration till yesterday, thisdevotee [referring to
herself]hasdedicatedherselftothebettermentofIndiansports
and, once again, had the rare privilege tomeetHon’ble Shri
NarendraModiji,themostadmiredPrimeMinister...,”Ushasaid.

POET’S POPULARITY
AFTERA tiringday in theHouse, someof theOppositionMPs
gotachancetospendtheeveninginarefreshingambiance.The
occasionwasadiscussionontheEnglishtranslationofDMKMP
TSumathyThamizhachi Thangapandian’s Tamil short stories
at theConstitutionClub. Beinga leadingTamil poet, Sumathy
certainlyhashordesof fansinherhomestatebutthecrowdat
thevenuewasaclearevidencetoherpopularityinParliament,
too.MorethanadozenMPsfromvariouspartiesattendedthe
event.MKanimozhi(DMK),SupriyaSule(NCP),ShashiTharoor
(Congress),andSougataRay(TMC)spokeabouthowSumathy’s
isapleasantpresenceduringthe“boring”sessionsinParliament.
RaywentontosaythatevenifLokSabhaSpeakerOmBirlacalls
forameeting,somanyMPswouldn’tbepresent.

PROTEST SINGING
WITHLOKSabhaSpeakerOmBirla givinga stringentwarn-
ingthatnoMPshouldexhibitplacards inside theHouse, the
Opposition had to innovate to protest in the House. On
Wednesday,whentheHousemetinthesecondhalf,Congress
MPs stormed the well of the House and started singing
Raghupati RaghavRajaRam and Saare Jahan SeAchha to reg-
ister their protest. CongressMP fromKerala RamyaHaridas
was leading the band and others repeated the lines she re-
cited.ManyBJPmemberswere amused to see that theMPs
sangboth thesongsalmost to the last line.
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ONHISfirstvisittoNepalasPrime
Minister in2014,NarendraModi
toldNepal Parliament that there
was nowar India had fought in
whichNepalibloodhadnotbeen
sacrificed. Praising thecontribu-
tion and bravery of Gorkha sol-
diers in IndianArmy,Modi said,
“Isalutethebraveheartswholaid
their livesfor India.”
Sevenyearslater,astheArmy

prepares to unroll the Agnipath
recruitment scheme, there are
questionsaboutitssocialandeco-
nomic impact on Nepal, from
where India has so far recruited
approximately1,400soldiersinto
the Gorkha regiment annually
(pre-Covid),andhowitmightaf-
fectIndia'srelationswiththegov-
ernment and people of Nepal,
where its strategic interests are
pittedagainstChina.
The first recruitments in

Nepal under Agnipath scheme
are scheduled to begin late
August,andsomewebsitesareal-
ready showingdates for recruit-
ment rallies, but theNepal gov-
ernment's confirmation to hold
therallies,whichispartofthere-
cruitment procedure, is still
awaited.Itisalsounclearwhether
theannualrecruitmentnumbers
willholdgoodunderAgnipath.
InIndia,theArmywillrecruit

only25,000Agniveers thisyear.
The Army's intake of Nepal

soldiers takes place under a tri-
partitetreatysignedin1947be-
tweenNepal, India and Britain.
Some32,000-35,000Nepalsol-
diersserveintheIndianArmyat
anygiventime.TheIndianArmy
ex-servicemen community in
Nepal is about1.32 lakh-strong.
While thenumbers to be re-

cruited fromNepal this year are
unclear,what added to the con-
cern is that only 25per centwill
bere-employedby IndianArmy;
therestwillhavetogohome.
According to information

available in public domain, an-
nual pensions for Nepal-domi-
ciledGorkhas(IndianArmyalso
hires India-domiciled Gorkhas)
total about Rs 4,000 crore.
Servingsoldiersalsosendremit-
tances home to the tune of Rs
1,000croreeveryyear.

“That is a huge injection of
money into Nepal's economy,”
saidRanjitRae,India'sformeram-
bassadortoNepal,whohaswrit-
ten extensively about India’s
GorkhaconnectwithNepalinhis
book Kathmandu Dilemma:
Resetting India-Nepal Ties. “There
is massive unemployment in
Nepal, andmost young people
leavetoworkinothercountries....
Itwouldbeverydifficulttoassess
the impact [of the new recruit-
ment scheme] immediately. But
aswesaw in India, the first reac-
tioninNepal, too,wasdismay.”
Major-GeneralGopalGurung

(retd) of 5Gorkha said that as in
India,salaries,pensionsandother
benefitsareahugedrawinNepal
for recruitment into the Indian
Army.Thesocioeconomicimpact
of Agnipathmay take 10 or 15
yearstobecomeapparent,hesaid,
butwhatwasatstakewasalsothe
historicGorkhaconnection.
Gurungalsoflaggedconcerns

articulated inNepalmedia that
Kathmanduwas not consulted
abouttheAgnipathscheme.“Itis
not binding on India to consult
Nepalas longas it isapplieduni-
formly andwithout discrimina-
tion.At thesametime,consider-
ing good relations between the
two countries, and to augment
our ties, theNepal government
could have been consulted,” he
toldTheIndianExpress.
Nepal'sownstandonthere-

cruitmentof itscitizens intothe
Indian Army has been a bit of a

mixed bag. Over the last two
decades, sections of the polity
havequestioned recruitmentof
Nepal citizens into another
country's army where they
mightbedeployedagainstcoun-
tries friendly to Nepal. Gorkhas
in Indian Army are deployed at
both the Line of Control with
PakistanandattheLineofActual
ControlwithChina.
Nepal has friendly ties with

Pakistan,andChinaishugelyin-
fluential inNepal.
In 2020, thenNepal foreign

ministerPradeepGyawalishocked
manyby callingGorkha recruit-
mentintoforeignarmiesa“legacy
ofthepast”andthe1947tripartite
agreementas“redundant”.
Despite the rhetoric, Nepal

understands that the economic
aspect is too important for
Kathmandutodismissaltogether,
butwantstobeinvolvedinthere-
cruitment process. The sudden
announcement of the scheme
caughtNepalbysurprise.
Officials in Kathmandu told

The Indian Express that theyhad
noinformationfromDelhiabout
Agnipath.EvenchairmanofNepal
ex-servicemen's association,
Major General Keshar Bahadur
Bhandari, was in the dark. He
seemed to believe that the
Agnipath schemewas separate
fromGorkharecruitmentandex-
pressedhopethatrecruitmentof
Gorkhaswouldcontinue.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Mamata rejigs Cabinet; Babul
among 8 new faces, 4 dropped
ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,AUGUST3

INHERfirstCabinetreshufflesince
coming to power for the third
term,WestBengalChiefMinister
MamataBanerjeeonWednesday
inductedeightnewfaces,includ-
ing former BJP MP and Union
minister Babul Supriyo, and
droppedfourfromherCouncilof
Ministers. Those dropped from
theCouncilofMinistersincluded
Paresh Adhikari, Soumen
Mahapatra, Ratna De Nag and
HumayunKabir.
The reshuffle came days af-

ter Trinamool Congress (TMC)
chief sacked senior minister
Partha Chatterjee and sus-
pended him from the party fol-
lowinghis arrest by theEDover
theschool jobs scam.
At a simple ceremony in Raj

Bhavan, Governor La Ganesan

administered the oath to five
Cabinet-rank ministers, two
Ministers of State with
Independent Charge and two
Ministersof State.
WhileBabulSupriyo,Udayan

Guha, Partha Bhowmick,
Snehasis Chakraborty and
PradipMazumdarwere sworn
in as Cabinetministers, Tajmul
Hossain and Satyajit Barman
were sworn in as Ministers of
State (MoS). TMCMLA Biplab
RayChowdhurywassworninas
MoS (Independent Charge)
along with Birbhaha Hansda,
whohasbeenelevatedfromthe
Ministerof State rank.
Afterattendingtheoath-taking

ceremony, CM Banerjee an-
nouncedtheportfolios.
Babul Supriyo, 51, who had

quittheBJPtojointheTMCafter
being dropped from the Union
Cabinet last year, has got the IT
andTourismDepartment.

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

INCORPORATING TWO of the
promisesmadebyPrimeMinister
NarendraModi at the Glasgow
conference last year, India on
Wednesdayenhanceditsclimate
changetargetsfor2030.Indiahas
saiditwasnowcommittingitself
toatleast45percentreductionin
emissionsintensityofGDP(emis-
sionsperunitofGDP)from2005
levels.Theexistingtargetwasa33
to35percentreduction.
Atthesametime,Indiaisalso

promisingtoensurethatatleast
50per cent of installedelectric-
ity generation capacity in 2030
would be based on non-fossil
fuel-basedsources.Thisisanin-
crease from the existing 40 per
cent target.
Boththeseenhancedtargets

havebeenincludedinIndia’sup-
dated NDC, or nationally deter-
minedcontributions, thatevery
country has to periodically fi-
nalise and submit to theUNcli-
mate body. The updated NDC
wasapprovedbytheunioncab-
inet onWednesday. India’s first
NDCwas submitted in October
2015, just ahead of the finalisa-
tion of the Paris Agreement,
which formalised thisprocess.
“TheupdatedNDCsseektoen-

hance India’s contributions to-
wards the achievement of the
strengtheningof global response
tothethreatofclimatechange,as
agreedundertheParisAgreement.
Such actionwill also help India
usher in lowemissions growth
pathways,’’saidastatementfrom
theEnvironmentMinistry.
India’s first NDC had eight

goals, but only three had quan-
tifiedtargets.Apartfromthetwo
mentionedabove-- thoserelat-
ing to emissions intensity, and
proportionofnon-fossilsources
in electricity generation – India
had set a forestry target, prom-
isingtocreateanadditionalcar-
bonsinkof2.5to3billiontonnes
of CO2equivalentby2030.
In Glasgow last year, Prime

MinisterModihadmadeaseries
of new promises to strengthen
climate action from India. Only
twoof them,mentioned above,
have been converted to official
targets,buttheothersarealsoin-

ter-linked, and progress on one
would lead to corresponding
progressonothers.
Government sources said

Indiawasalreadyonthepathof
achieving its two existing non-
forestry targets, and, therefore,
anenhancementwasexpected.
Officialssaidtheachievementof
the newNDC targetswas “con-
tingent upon the receipt of cli-
mate finance and technology”
fromdevelopedcountries.
“While these are achievable

targets, theywill be difficult to
meet without resources,’’ said
sources.
Pointing out that the new

NDCdemonstratedIndia’scom-
mitment at thehighest level for
decouplingofeconomicgrowth
fromgreenhousegasemissions,
the EnvironmentMinistry said
the enhanced target was also
step toward achieving net zero
statusby2070.Netzeroisasitu-
ationinwhichacountry’semis-
sionsarebalancedbyabsorption
or removal of carbon dioxide
fromtheatmosphere.
“As a result of the aforesaid

measures, theNet Zero target by
2030 by Indian Railways alone
will lead to a reduction of emis-
sionsby60milliontonnesannu-
ally.Similarly,India’smassiveLED
bulbcampaign is reducingemis-
sionsby40milliontonnesannu-
ally,’’theministrystatementsaid.

Govt hikes sugarcane
FRP by Rs 15/quintal
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

THEGOVERNMENTannounced
on Wednesday the Fair and
RemunerativePrice(FRP)ofsug-
arcaneforsugarseason2022-23
(October-September).TheFRPof
sugarcane has been fixed at
Rs305/quintal forabasic recov-
ery rateof 10.25%.
Thedecisionoffixingthesug-

arcaneFRPwastakeninthemeet-
ingof theCabinetCommitteeon
EconomicAffairs (CCEA) chaired
byPrimeMinisterNarendraModi.
Detailing the CCEAdecision,

anofficialstatementsaidthatFRP
of sugarcane for sugar season
2022-23 (October-September)
has been fixed at Rs 305/quintal
forabasicrecoveryrateof10.25%.
Besides, a premium of Rs

3.05/quintalwillbeprovidedfor
each 0.1% increase in recovery
overandabove10.25%.However,

forevery0.1%decreaseinrecov-
ery, the FRPwill be reduced by
Rs3.05perquintal.
“However, the government

withaviewtoprotect interest of
sugarcane farmers has also de-
cided that there shall not be any
deduction in case of sugarmills
where recovery is below 9.5%.
Such farmers will get Rs
282.125/qtlforsugarcaneinensu-
ingsugarseason2022-23inplace
of Rs 275.50/qtl in current sugar
season2021-22,” the statement
said. The FRP for sugar season
2022-23 is 5.1% higher than Rs
290perquintalfixedforthesugar
season2021-22.Forthesugarsea-
son2021-22,thegovernmenthad
fixedtheFRPatRs290perquintal
linked to abasic recovery of 10%
subject to a premiumof Rs 2.90
perquintal foreach0.1%increase
of recovery over and above 10%
andreductioninFRPatthesame
rate foreach0.1%decrease in the
recoveryratetill9.5%.

BSP set to back
NDA nominee

AAP, JMM say
will support Alva
NewDelhi:TheOppositioncamp
onWednesday got a boostwith
theAamAadmiParty (AAP) and
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) announcing support to
their joint vice presidential can-
didateMargaret Alva, but num-
ber are still firmly in favour of
NDAnomineeJagdeepDhankhar.
The vice-presidential poll to

electthesuccessortoMVenkaiah
Naiduwill be held onAugust 6.
Theresultswilloutthesameday.
As per the electoral college

arithmetic, Dhankhar has two-
thirds of votes in his favour as
the BJP by itself has 303mem-
bers in the Lok Sabha and91 in
theRajya Sabha.
With the support of some

regional parties like the Janta
Dal (United), YSRCP, BSP,
AIADMK and Shiv Sena, the
NDA nominee is likely to get
over 515 votes, enough for a
comfortablewin for him.
Alva is likely to get around

190-200votes,goingbythesup-
port announced by parties for
hercandidatureso far. PTI

Lucknow:After backing theNDA
candidateinthePresidentialelec-
tion, the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP)willonceagainlendsupport
to the NDA nominee, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, in theAugust 6 vice-
presidentialelection.TheBSPhas
10membersinLokSabhaandone
member in Rajya Sabha.
Announcing it on Twitter on
Wednesday, BSP chiefMayawati
said thedecision toback the rul-
ingNDAnomineewasmade “in
viewof largerpublic interestand
party’sownmovement”. ENS

AddressingtheNepal
Parliamentin2014,PMModi
hadsalutedGorkhaswho
laid livesfor IndianArmy

THEUPDATEDframe-
work for India’s transi-
tion tocleanerenergy
between2021-2030will
include taxconcessions
and incentives suchas
production linked incen-
tive schemeforpromo-
tionofmanufacturing
andadoptionof renew-
ableenergy. Itwill pro-
videanopportunity for
enhancing India’smanu-
facturingcapabilitiesand
exports, andwill lead to
an increase ingreen jobs
in renewableenergy,
cleanenergy industries.

Concessions
& incentivesE●EX
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AI
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D

Govt gives nod to
stronger climate
targets for 2030

WestBengalCMMamataBanerjeeandGovernorLaGanesanwiththenewministers.ParthaPaul

ED gets custody
of Partha, Arpita
till tomorrow
Kolkata:ASpecial Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
court onWednesday extended
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) custody of former state
minister Partha Chatterjee and
his aide Arpita Mukherjee till
August5, inconnectionwiththe
School Service Commission re-
cruitment (SSC) scam.
TheEDhadsought fourdays

of custody for Chatterjee and
three days forMukherjee from
whoseapartments croresof ru-
peesincashandothervaluables
wererecoveredlastmonth.They
are facing charges under the
Prevention of Money
LaunderingAct (PMLA).

ENS&PTI

India set for Agnipath,worry
in Nepal over Gorkha recruits

V-PELECTION

Govt to give groundnut
oil at discounted rate of
Rs 100/litre in Gujarat
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GANDHINAGAR,AUGUST3

AHEADOFtheJanmashtamiand
Diwali festivals, theGujarat gov-
ernmentWednesdaydecided to
provide double-filtered ground-
nutoiltothoseholdingcardsun-
der National Food Security Act
(NFSA) at discounted rate of Rs
100 per litre which is likely to
covernearlyhalftheGujaratpop-
ulation. Adecision in this regard
wastakenbythestateCabinetin
its weeklymeeting chaired by
ChiefMinisterBhupendraPatel.
Spokespersonof thegovern-

ment and senior minister Jitu
Vaghaniannouncedthedecision
whileadding that thestategov-
ernmentwill bear the financial
burden of Rs 124 crore because
ofthesubsidy. Headdedthatthe
decision will benefit 70 lakh
NFSA card holders in the state,
and thus cover 3.5 crore of the
population.Gujarathasapopu-
lationof nearly6.6crore.
Everycardholderwillgetone

litre of oil, an official release
quotedVaghaniassaying.Acco-
rding to Vaghani, the state gov-
ernmentgetsonelitreofgroun-
dnutoilatthecostofRs197.The

release added that last year, the
governmenthaddistributedcot-
tonseedoiltoNFSAcardholders
at the rateof Rs93per litre.
In another announcement,

Vaghani said that the National
MedicalCouncil(NMC)hasissued
aletterofintenttoGujaratgovern-
menttoestablishmedicalcolleges
inGodhraandPorbandar.Vaghani
saidthataspertheexistingpolicy
of the state government, the ex-
istingdistricthospitalinthesetwo
districtswill be converted into
medicalcolleges.
Anofficialreleasestatedthat

theNMChadvirtuallyheldanin-
spectionofthetwohospitalslast
monthafterwhichletterofintent
hasbeenprovidedtothem.
Subsequently, after getting

letter of permission, the two
medical collegeswith100 seats
eachwillbe functional fromthe
nextacademicyear.Thetwocol-
leges will be developed at the
costofRs660crore, inwhich60
perentwillbebornebythecen-
tralgovernmentandtheremain-
ingby thestategovernment.
The release said there are 31

medicalcollegesinthestatewith
5,700 seats.With these two col-
leges,itadded,totalmedicalseats
inGujaratwillgoupto5,900.

Rahul targets RSS over
hoisting of Tricolour
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

A DAY after Prime Minister
NarendraModi and BJP leaders
changed theirprofilepictureon
social media platforms to the
Tricolour,seniorCongressleader
Rahul Gandhi onWednesday
targeted the RSS, saying it had
not hoisted the national flag at
itsheadquarters for52years af-
ter Independence.
Rahul’sattackcameonaday

BJP leaders andministers ques-
tionedtheabsenceofopposition
MPs at a Tirangabike rally from
RedForttoParliamentorganised
by theMinistryof Culture.
Rahul and senior Congress

leaders too changed their social

mediadisplaypicturestoanim-
ageof India’sfirstPMJawaharlal
Nehruholdingthenational flag.
In a Facebook post later, he

said:“Lakhsofpeoplelaiddown
their lives to keep the Tricolour
flyinghigh.Butoneorganisation
always refused to adopt the
Tricolour... it did not hoist the
Tricolour at itsheadquarters for
52years... insultedtheTricolour
and today thosewho emerged
from that organisation are talk-
ingaboutthehistoryofTricolour,
organising a 'har ghar tiranga'
campaign.”
“I want to ask...why did the

RSSnotthehoisttheTricolourat
its headquarters for 52 years,
whythelivelihoodsofthosewho
make national flag being de-
stroyed,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST3

INAsignificantmoment for the
Congressand itsefforts tocome
topoweragaininKarnataka,two
seniorleadersof theparty—for-
merchiefministerSiddaramaiah
and state party president D K
Shivakumar— put up a display
of bonhomie in the presence of
Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi. The occasion was the
75th birthday celebrations of
Siddaramaiah in Davangere on
Wednesday.
With Rahul watching, the

twoCongressleaders—whoare
seentobe in therace for theCM
post should the Congress win
thepolls in2023—huggedeach
other and dismissed talk of dif-
ferences between them. The

power tussle in the party is ex-
pectedtobeadecisive factor for
the Congress’s prospects in the
Assemblyelections.
Speaking at Siddaramaiah's

birthday rally in Davangere in
centralKarnataka that sawover
five lakh people in attendance,
Rahul said, “I am very happy to
see Siddaramaiahji and D K
Shivakumarhuggingeachother.
Afterhebecamepartypresident,
Shivakumarhasworkedhardto
build theorganisation.''
“The Congress has united to

defeattheBJPandRSS.Theytake
wealth away from the people
andgiveittoafewwealthypeo-
ple.Wegivethewealthofthena-
tion to thepeople,'' he said.
During Rahul’s visit to

KarnatakainApril,hehadcalled
for unity among leaders and
workersfollowingreportsofse-

vere differences between party
chief Shivakumar and Leader of
OppositionSiddaramaiah.

Therelationshipbetweenthe
two sparring leaders hadwors-
ened following the announce-

mentofSiddaramaiah’sbirthday
beingcelebratedinagrandman-
nerbyhissupporters.Shivakumar
hadsaidthepartydoesnotbelieve
in worshiping individuals but
changedhispositionaftercentral
leaders,suchasRahulandgeneral
secretaryKCVenugopal backed
thebirthdaycelebrations.
Speaking at the event on

Wednesday, Shivakumar said
Siddaramaiah was not just a
leaderofthebackwardclassesbut
for all communities. “Iwishhim
thestrengthtoservethestatefor
manymoreyears. In2013,when
the Congress came to power,
SoniaGandhi andRahulGandhi
appointed Siddaramaiah as the
CM.He took oath on the day of
Basava Jayanthi. Thephilosophy
ofBasavannaisthephilosophyof
theCongress,”Shivakumarsaid.
The state Congress chief also

saidhewasmovedwhentheidea
of celebrating Siddaramaiah's
birthday was proposed.
“Siddaramaiah and I, and the
leaderspresentherecannotbring
the Congress to power on our
own.Weneed the support of all
thepeopletoremovethiscorrupt
(BJP) government and install a
Congressgovernment,''hesaid.
Whenitwashisturntospeak,

Siddaramaiah rubbished reports
of differences betweenhimand
Shivakumar.“Foralongtime,the
Opposition and themedia have
been saying that Siddaramaiah
andDKShivakumarareopposed
toeachother.Thisisfalseinforma-
tion.Wearetogether.Thereareno
differences,'' Siddaramaiah said
while thankingRahul and Sonia
Gandhifortheirsupport.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

RahulGandhiwithstateCongresschiefDKShivakumarand
ex-CM Siddaramaiah inDavangere,Karnataka,onthe
occasionof Siddaramaiah’s75thbirthdaycelebrations. PTI

Rahul watching, rival Karnataka Cong leaders display bonhomie

New Delhi



NewDelhi: Entry to all monu-
mentsandsitesprotectedby the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI)will be free for the next 10
days fromSaturday. Thegovern-
ment announced this on
Wednesday as part of 'Azadi ka

Amrit Mahotsav' and 75th
IndependenceDay celebrations.
Officials said free entryhasbeen
facilitated forall Indiannationals
aswellasforeignervisitorstothe
monuments under the aegis of
theASI."Aspartof'AzadikaAmrit
Mahotsav' and75th I-Day cele-
brations,@ASIGoIhasmadeen-
try free for visitors/ tourists to all
its protectedmonuments/sites
acrossthecountry,from5th-15th
August, 2022," Union Culture
MinisterGKishanReddysaidina
tweet. There are over 3,600ASI-
protected monuments in the
country.ENS

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

HUGGING HIS elder brother,
Jagjeet,whohad just arrived at
the Delhi airport from
Afghanistan, an emotional
Amarjeetsaid,“Ihavebeenwait-
ing for him for a year now.We
havealwaysbeen togetherand I
won’tleavemybrotheragain.He
hassufferedalotthere.Iwillhelp
him and his children get jobs
here.” Jagjeet,whoownedade-
partment store inAfghanistan’s
Jalalabad, and his sons were
among at least 28Afghan Sikhs
whowereevacuated to Indiaon
Wednesday.
Theevacuationwasfacilitated

by the Shiromani Gurdwara
PrabandakCommittee(SGPC)in
coordinationwith IndiaWorld
Forum and the Government.
Concerns about the security of
Sikhs inAfghanistanhave risen
sincetheattackonagurdwarain
Kabul in June,which killed two
people.SGPCofficialssaidaround

65-70people have been evacu-
ated recently, and that more
wouldbebroughttoIndiaassoon
as their visa applications are
clearedandplanesarearranged.
A tearful Amarjeet said,

“Jagjeetwasseverelyinjuredtwo
yearsagoduringthegrenadeat-
tackinAfghanistan.Hecan’thear
or speak now. I was also in

Afghanistan,butImanagedtoes-
capewhile hewas stuck. I have
beenfeelinghelplesssincethen.It
aggravatedaftertheTalibantook
over. I tried a lot but could not
bringmybrotherback.Heishere
now, and I amveryhappy.” The
brothers left the airport holding
eachother’shands.
NewlymarriedManjeetand

Gurmeet said they had to leave
everything overnight to save
their lives.
Kamaljeet,whoranaherbal

medicine shop in Afghanistan,
said, “Everything seems blurry
now.Ithasbeendifficultstaying
in Afghanistan. My family
would stop me from going to
our shop because they were
afraid that someonewould at-
tackme.We left our shop. The
pastfewdayshavebeenhectic.”
Many of the families were

welcomed by their relatives
who either left Afghanistan a
fewyearsearlier,orcameallthe
way fromPunjab.
Taranjeet Singh, amedical

storeowner,saidheonlyhadtime
topackclothesandessentialdoc-
umentsforhiswifeandtwosons.
“My shopwasdamagedduring
theGurudwaraattack.Ihavelost
all mymoney and don’t know
whatwill happen, but I do feel
safernow.Wewerehopingtoget
on a plane and leave as soon as
possible.Itisscarytothinkabout
whathappened,”hesaid.
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

PHULBANI (R&B) CIRCLE, PHULBANI

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Bid Identification No. CCE_R and B_PLB_04 of 2022_23

No. 1285 Dated. 27.7.2022
1 The Chief construction Engineer, Phulbani (R&B) Circle, Phulbani on behalf of

the Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bid in double cover system in
ONLINE MODE for construction of the Building, Road & Bridge works as
detailed in the table below from eligible contractors.

2 Nature of work :- Building, Road & Bridge Works
3 No. of tenders :- Four Nos

4 Tender cost :- Rs. 10,000/-(through online) only.
5 Class of Contractor :- B class, A class, Special class & Super class
6 Date & Time of sale & receipt

of bids
:- 10.00 AM of 08.08.2022 to 5.00 PM of

23.08.2022

7 Date of Opening of bid :- 11.00 AM of 24.08.2022
8 The bidders shall have to participate in online bidding only. Further details can

be seen from the website https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/
Corrigendum/Cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website The
authority reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason.

B-435

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

Phulbani (R&B) Circle, Phulbani
OIPR-34129/11/0008/2223

No.NITM.1/(2a-Estt)/MP/REG/2019/991 02/08/2022

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE FOR REGULAR

FACULTY POSITIONS
National Institute of Technology Manipur invites applications
from Indian Nationals possessing excellent academic
background for recruitment of the Faculty positions. Detailed
Advertisement alongwith eligibility criteria, experience and
other terms & conditions and prescribed application form can
be downloaded from the Institute website:
www.nitmanipur.ac.in. The last date of submission of
application form is 2nd September, 2022.

* Serving faculty members of NIT Manipur may also apply for
higher Academic Grade Pay or cadre even if regular vacancy
does not exist in the respective departments.

Sd/-
Director, NIT Manipur

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY MANIPUR

Imphal, Manipur, Ph.(0385) 2058566 / 2445812
E-mail-director@nitmanipur.ac.in Website: www.nitmanipur.ac.in
An Autonomous institute under Ministry of Education, Govt, of India.

GUJARAT

Suratrecords
firstswineflu
deathoftheyear
Surat: Surat reported first
Swine flu death this year
Wednesday.Accordingto
the Surat Municipal
Corporation,a49-year-old
womanwhohadbeenad-
mitted in aprivatehospi-
tal,diedduringtreatment.
SMC Deputy Health
CommissionerDr. Ashish
Naik said,“As of today,
there are eight active
Swine flupatients inhos-
pitalsoutofwhichonepa-
tient is on a high oxygen
support andanotherison
ventilatorsupport.”ENS

UTTARAKHAND

Soldierkilled in
landslide
Uttarkashi: An Army
jawanwas killed and an-
other was injured after
being hit by a boulder
which fell from ahill fol-
lowing a landslide near
theIndia-Chinaborder in
Uttarakhand'sUttarkashi
district, anofficial saidon
Wednesday. Soldier
Sukhjinder Singh (23)
waskilledashe fell intoa
deep gorge, and the in-
juredjawanhasbeenhos-
pitalised,saiddistrictdis-
astermanagementofficer
DevendraPatwal.PTI

UTTARPRADESH

Manarrestedfor
rapeafter28yrs
Shahjahanpur:Amanwas
arrested28years after he
allegedly raped aminor
girl, when his DNA
matched with the boy
born as a result of the
crime, police said on
Wednesday. SP (City)
SanjayKumar said that a
12-year-old girl was al-
legedly raped by two
brothersin1994.Afterthe
girl’s complaint, the ac-
cusedbrotherswereasked
to undergo a DNA test,
whichconfirmedthat the
boyhad the sameDNAas
the accused, following
whichonebrotherwasar-
rested,whiletheotherone
isabsconding.PTI

WESTBENGAL

TMCleaders’
homeraided
Kolkata: The Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) onWednesday con-
ductedraidsatresidences
of local Trinamool
Congress leaders, includ-
ing Kerim Khan and his
close associate Ziaul
Haque, at Illambazar and
Nanoor,inconnectionwith
its probe into an alleged
cattlesmugglingscamof-
ficials said. CBI also con-
ducted raids at thehouse
ofTuduMondal, anaideof
TMC'sBirbhumpresident
AnubrataMondal.PTI

BRIEFLY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

THE EKNATH Shinde faction of
ShivSenaWednesdaytoldSupre-
meCourt that the anti-defection
law is “not aweapon for a leader
who has lost confidence of his
ownparty,tolockhismembersin,
andsomehowhangontopower”.
AppearingfortheShindefac-

tion,senioradvocateHarishSalve
said thiswhile responding to ar-
guments by senior advocates
KapilSibalandAMSinghvi,who
appeared for theUddhavThack-
eray faction and argued that ac-
tions of the rebels amounted to
voluntarilygivingupmembership
of the party. The only defence
available to the rebels to escape
theanti-defection lawis toclaim
merger with another party, or
floatanewparty,Sibalsaid.
Sibaltoldthebench,presided

by CJI N V Ramana, that in the
KarnatakaAssemblymatter, the
SChadheld that givingupparty

membershipcanbeinferredfrom
conduct. In this case, the rebel
MLAs were called for a party
meeting but theywent to Surat
andthenGuwahati,hesaid. “They
wrotetotheDeputySpeaker,ap-
pointed their whip. They have
givenuptheirmembershipofthe
partybytheirconduct.Theycan't
claim to be the original political
partyasdefinedinTenthSchedule
of theConstitution.... Everyactof
theirs...amountstovoluntarygiv-
inguppartymembership.”
Sibal said therebelsareargu-

ingtheyaretheoriginalSena.But,
hesubmitted,“Thatisnotpermis-
sible. They admit before the

Election Commission of India
(ECI)thatthereisasplit....Evento-
day they recognised Uddhav
Thackerayaspresidentoftheoffi-
cialparty....Theyarelinkedtothe
partyandthat link isnotsevered
merelybecausetheysaytheyare
themajorityinthelegislature.”He
argued that “what is beingdone
istousetheTenthscheduletoen-
couragedefection”and, “if this is
permitted, themajority can be
usedtotoppleanygovernment”.
Singhvi argued that the anti-

defection law is being turnedon
itshead.Thelawsaysitisaconsti-
tutionalsinevenif amajorityde-
fects,hesaid, “sotheycan'tclaim
legitimacyonmajorityalone”.
Salvedisputed the argument

that the rebels’ conduct amoun-
ted tovoluntarily givingupSena
membership and said someone
will have to decide that. He said
that in the original draft of the
anti-defection law, therewas a
provisionwhichsaidifamember
isexpelledfromaparty,heisdis-
qualified.“Therewasconcernthat

thiswouldgiveabsolutepowerto
thepartybosses,andgivecontrol
onintra-partydissent,whichwas
notwhat the anti-defection law
wassupposedfor,”Salvesaid.
He said the “basic premiseof

the anti-defection law iswhen
youleaveyourpoliticalparty”and
that it has not been found until
nowthat “anybody (in the Sena)
hasbeendisqualified”.
Thebenchaskedifhewastry-

ing to say thatmembers, once
elected,canforgetabouttheparty.
Salve said he is only saying that
there is “no relevance fordissent
aslongasIdonotleavemyparty”.
Hesaid“in India,wetendtocon-
fusesomepoliticalpartieswithin-
dividuals...Originalpoliticalparty
isdefinedasthepartytowhicha
member belongs...Now I belong
to Shiv Sena...MyChiefMinister
refusestomeetme...Therearealot
of MLAs who say we want a
changeinthepoliticalparty.That
is not anti-party, but intra-party
[act]”. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Mumbai:Theexpansionof Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde-led
Maharashtra cabinet is likely to
happen before Sunday, said
DeepakKesarkar,chiefspokesper-
son of the Shinde-led faction of
ShivSena,onWednesday.
Withexpansionawaited, CM

ShindeanddeputyCMDevendra
Fadnavishavebeen theonly two
membersinthecabinetsincethe
formationofthenewgovernment
onJune30.
Overthelastcoupleofweeks,

Opposition leaders in
Maharashtra, including
NationalistCongressPartyleader
Ajit Pawar and Shiv SenaMLA
Aaditya Thackeray, have been
questioning thedelay in cabinet
expansionandtheallegedlapses
asaresult inthegovernance.
A coalitionparty leader said,

“The SupremeCourt verdict (on
pleaondisqualificationofMLAs)
is expected Thursday. The deci-
siononexpansionwill followthe
courtorder.”ENS

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,AUGUST3

ONEPERSONdied and twooth-
erswere injured after theywere
attackedbyvillagers for ferrying
cattle in a truck at Barakhadi vil-
lage of Madhya Pradesh's
Narmadapuramdistrict around
12:30amonWednesday.
The deceased person was

identifiedasNazeerAhmed, and
injured as ShaikhHassuAjmeri
andSayyedMushtak,allresidents
ofMaharashtra's Amravati dis-
trict.
Thetruckwascarrying28cat-

tleofwhichtwowerefounddead,
policesaid.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Narmadapuram
Superintendent of Police
GurkaranSinghsaid,“Atruckwith
three residents ofMaharashtra's
Amravati district on boardwas
transporting bovines illegally.
Theywerestoppedby10-12peo-
pleandbeatenup.Afterthepolice
reached the spot, the threewere
rushed to a hospitalwhere one
persondiedduringtreatment.”
Singh added that amurder

case (IPC, Section302) has been
registeredand investigations are
on.Thoseon-boardthetruckhave

been booked under the MP
Govansh Vadh Pratishedh
AdhiniyamAct.
Truck driver Shaikh Hassu

Ajmeriwhiletalkingtothemedia
said “the villagers at
Narmadapuram's Nandanwar
filled the truckwith cattle and
they were ferrying them to
Amravatiwhen stopped by vil-
lagersandbeatenup”.
TheSPsaidaspertheprelim-

inary investigation, the threeon-
board the truck had arrived in
MP's SeoniMalwa a day or two
before the incident. “Weare try-
ing to figure out if theyhadpro-
vided thevehicle for transporta-
tion purpose or were they
smugglingthecattle,”hesaid.
On the identity of thepeople

who attacked the truck, Singh
said: “Most of them are locals
fromnearbyBarakhadivillageand
Gotiyapuri area. It has come to
lightthatonepersongottheinfor-
mationaboutthetruckandhein-
formedhis accomplices.Weare
trying to gather details on how
they received this information,”
addedSingh.
The SP, however, denied the

involvement of any vigilante
group, saying allwere local vil-
lagerswith no affiliation to any
group.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) has attached assetsworth
more than Rs 400 crore of two
builders in connectionwith the
YesBank-DHFLcase.
While assets worth Rs 251

crore belonging to Sanjay
Chhabriahavebeenattachedpro-
visionally, similar orders have
been issued forproperties to the
tuneofRs164crorebelongingto
AvinashBhosale.
AccordingtoED,theattached

assetsofChhabriaareintheform
of a land parcel in Santacruz,
Mumbai, worth Rs 116.5 crore;
25% equity shares of Chhabria’s
companyheld in a landparcel in
Bengaluru,worthRs115crore; a
flatatMumbai’sSantacruzworth
Rs3crore;profitreceivablefroma
hotel belonging to Chhabria at
DelhiairportworthRs13.67crore;
and three luxury cars belonging
tohimandworthRs3.10crore.
Bhosale’s attached assets in-

clude a duplex flat inMumbai
worth Rs 102.8 crore; two land
parcels in Puneworth Rs 14.65
croreandRs29.24crore;andtwo
landparcels inNagpurworthRs
15.52croreandRs1.45crore.
The agency is probing Rana

Kapoor of Yes Bank and Kapil

Wadhawan and Dheeraj
WadhawanofDHFLon thebasis
of a CBI FIR. It is alleged that
Kapoor entered into a criminal
conspiracywithKapilWadhawan
andothers for allegedly extend-
ingfinancialassistancetoDHFLby
YesBankLtdinlieuofsubstantial
unduebenefit tohimself andhis
familymembersthroughcompa-
niesheldbythem.“RanaKapoor
throughYesBankLtdgotinvested
Rs3,700croreinshort-termnon-
convertible debentures of DHFL
andRs283croreinMasalaBonds
of DHFL,” the ED said in a state-
ment. “Simultaneous to this in-
vestmentmade by Yes Bank in
DHFL, KapilWadhawan through
DHFL paid a kickback of Rs 600
crore,inthegarbofloan,tooneof
RanaKapoor’sbeneficiallyowned
companies —M/s DOIT Urban
Ventures(India)PvtLtd.”
According to the agency, in-

vestigation revealed that imme-
diately after alleged transfer of
fundsamountingtoRs3,983crore
byYesBanktoDHFL,thelatterap-
praised and sanctioned loans to
RadiusGroupofSanjayChhabria,
which receivedRs2,317 crore as
loanfromDHFLinthenameofde-
velopmentofhisproject“Avenue
54” at Santacruz, Mumbai.
Chhabria subsequently diverted
themoneywithoutusingitforthe
declaredpurpose,theEDalleged.

NEW CVC TAKES CHARGE
Newlysworn-inCentralVigilanceCommissioner (CVC)SureshN.PatelwithPresident
DroupadiMurmu,VicePresidentMVenkaiahNaiduandPrimeMinisterNarendraModiat
theRashtrapatiBhavanonWednesday PTI

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

FORMERMUMBAI Police com-
missionerSanjayPandey,injudi-
cialcustodyforhisallegedrole in
tappingofphonesofNSEemploy-
ees, told a Delhi court on
Wednesday that he is awhistle-
blowerwhohad, in fact, pointed
out criminal activities such as
“bettinginIPL”thatwerepurport-
edly takingplace in thestockex-
change.
Pandey's lawyersmade the

submissionsbeforeSpecialJudge
Sunena Sharma,whowill pro-
nounce theorderonhisbailplea
onThursday.
Appearing for Pandey, advo-

cate Tanvir AhmedMir told the
court thatPandeywasawhistle-
blowerwho flagged suspicious
activities in the National Stock
Exchange(NSE).

ThecourtaskedMirwhether
his clientwas engaged as a spy.
Mir replied, “Spywouldnot be a
goodwordcomingfromthecourt.
Myjobistoflagsuspiciouscalls.”
Mir told the court that NSE

gave Pandey a record, and he
flaggedcallsthatindicatedillegal
activities.“NSEemployeesarebet-
tinginIPLandIamflaggingthose
activities....WhatwrongdidIcom-
mit,” he asked. “Was I running
(away) from India? Proceeds of
crime in total amount toRs 4.54
crore.Itisnotcamouflagedorlay-
ered. Who is dissipating evi-
dence?TheEDarrested for ulte-
riorreasons[motive]. I toldthem

(NSE) about system operation
breach,accesscontrolbreach,IPL
betting.”
Mir submitted that theNSE

engagedhisclient'sservicestoen-
surethat"tradesecretsdonotgo
out(and)insidertradingdoesnot
happen", and for that the NSE
recordedcalls andgavehis com-
panytranscripts.
TheNSE, the courtwas told,

has been "recording calls since
1997tosaveitself.Toensurethere
is no illegal activity...it is being
done all over, including govern-
mentcompaniesandbanks.Ifitis
not anoffence there, how is it an
offencehere?Call it snoopingor
whatever, this is being done
everywhere. TheWest Bengal
StateDistribution companyhas
this. Why is no one being ar-
rested?SEBIsaysrecordallcalls...”
Mirarguedthathisclientwas

arrestedfirstandtheEnforcement
Directorate(ED)begantheinves-

tigation later, inviolationof safe-
guardsstipulatedbylaw.Thus,he
submitted, the court is empow-
eredtogranthimbail.
AdditionalSolicitorGeneralS

VRaju,whoappearedforED,be-
ganhisargumentsbyaddressing
Mir'scontentionthatnopredicate
offencewasmadeout.“Hehasnot
challenged this FIR, nor gone for
quashing. He cannot nowargue
nopredicateoffenceismadeout,”
Rajucontended.“Whetherpred-
icateoffenceismadeoutornotis
intheexclusivedomainofCBI.”
OnSEBI'sdirectivesregarding

recordingphonecalls,whichMir
cited,Rajusaid, "SEBIdoesn't say
yourecordprivateconversations.
Theyhavenobusinesstampering
withMTNLlines.”
Mir rebutted this by stating

thateventhoughtheASGsubmit-
ted that split-second decisions
weretaken,"iSecwasgettingdata
twoweekslater”.

New Delhi: Sports in India is
stymiedbyfederationsthatdonot
comeundergovernmentcontrol,
BJP member Nishikant Dubey
said inLokSabhaonWednesday
duringadiscussiononpromotion
of sports in India. “The problem
withthesportsecosysteminIndia
isthatfederationsareoutsidegov-
ernment'scontrol.Richstatescan
spendmoney and do that, but
what do poor states such as
Jharkhanddo?”Dubeysaid.
BSP’sDanishAli alsoraisedthe

issue of federations controlling
sports.“Ifnepotisminfederations
isneutralisedandyouthsfromvil-
lages get the sameopportunity
andfacilitiesasothers,India’stally
willriseexponentially,”hesaid.
BJP’s Satypal Singh said al-

thoughmanyshootershaveover
the years come from his con-
stituency,Baghpat,ithasnofacil-
itiesforsportspersons.“Theyhave
togotoHaryanatotrainandprac-
tice. I havebeendemanding that
Baghpat be given a National
SportsInstitute,”hesaid.ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency has arrested twomore
people in connectionwith the
murder of Umesh Kolhe in
Amravati,Maharashtra, in June.
The accused,whowere arrested
on Tuesday, were identified as
Abdul Arbaz and Maulavi
Mushfique Ahmed. Earlier, the
NIAhadarrestedsevenpeople.
“The arrested accused viz.

Abdul Arbaz and Maulavi
MushfiqueAhmed are criminal
associates of earlier arrested ac-
cused persons, namely Irfan
Shaikh, Shoaib Khan,Mudassir

Ahmed,AatifRashid,YusufKhan,
Abdul Toufiq and Shahrukh
Pathanandonewantedaccused
namely Shamim Ahmed Firoj
Ahmed,”theNIAsaid.
TheMinistryofHomeAffairs

had lastmonthhandedover the
chemist’smurdercasetotheNIA
after itwas found ithadsimilari-
tieswiththeJune28murderof a
tailorinUdaipur.
Exactly aweek before tailor

Kanhaiyalal Teli was killed in
Udaipur, 54-year-oldKolhe was
killedonJune21.Investigatorsbe-
lieveKolhewaskilledallegedlyin
retaliationforasocialmediapost
supporting BJP’s Nupur Sharma
who had made controversial
commentsontheProphet.

MP: Truck ferrying
cattle attacked, one
killed, two injured

Maharashtra
Cabinet
expansion likely
before Sunday:
Shinde camp

NSEPHONE-TAPPINGCASE

I am a whistleblower, pointed out
criminal acts: Mumbai ex-top cop

Sanjay
Pandey

‘Don’t know what will happen, but I feel
safer’: More Afghan Sikhs arrive in India

AfghanSikhsafterlandingatIGIairport,NewDelhi,from
Kabul,onWednesday.PremNathPandey

YESBANK-DHFLCASE

ED attaches Rs 400 cr
assets of two builders

Voluntarilyquittingvshangingonto
power:Senacampsfaceoff inSC

EknathShinde(left) ;
UddhavThackeray

NIA arrests two more for
Amravati chemist’s murder

In Lok Sabha,
MPs bat to
promote sports

Free entry to ASI monuments
for 10 days from August 6
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SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, AUGUST3

THECIDhastoldasessionscourt
that itwants towithdrawaplea
filedby its formerprosecutor to
makefourpolicemenstandtrial
fortheallegedcustodialdeathof
Khwaja Yunus. Dhiraj Mirajkar,
theformerspecialpublicprose-
cutor of the case, was sacked in
2018afterhehadmovedanap-
plication to make four police-
men accused in the case based
onthetestimonyofaprimewit-
ness, who had claimed that the
four had brutally assaulted
Yunus in2003.
Special public prosecutor

Pradip Gharat, who replaced
Mirajkar, told the court on
Wednesday that there was no
sanction to prosecute the four
policemensoughttobeaddedas
accusedandhencethepleacan-
notbesustained.Hefurthersub-
mittedthattheHChadheldthat
thecompetentauthority’sdeci-
sion to not grant sanction to
prosecute the fourpolicemen is
proper. The four are retiredACP
Praful Bhosale, Rajaram
Vhanmane, Ashok Khot, and
HemantDesai.
SPPGharattoldthecourtthat

hewillbemakingawrittensub-
missions on thewithdrawal of
theapplication.Readingoutthe
2012 HC order, Gharat submit-
ted that the court hadobserved
that the sanctioning authority's
decision was based on state-
ments of witnesses and other
evidence. The four policemen
were notmembers of the team
investigating the case andwere
only providing assistance to ar-
rest theaccused.
Yunus,a27-yearoldsoftware

engineerfromParbhani,wasar-
rested by theMumbai Police in
December 2002 for his alleged
roleintheGhatkoparbombblast
earlier thatmonth.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,AUGUST3

ALL THE organisational units of
Hindu Yuva Vahini (HYV), a
youth outfit launched by Chief
MinisterYogiAdityanathin2002,
were dissolved onWednesday,
sources said, adding that it is
likelytoberestructuredaheadof
the2024LokSabhaelections.
On the condition of

anonymity, a functionary of the
HYV inGorakhpur said that the

organisation in-charge and for-
mer MLA Raghvendra Pratap
sent amessage to all the office-
bearers informing them about
thedissolution.
The decision to dissolve the

HYV’sstate,regionalanddistrict
units was taken a day after
Adityanath met senior func-
tionaries of the outfit in
GorakhpuronTuesday,thefunc-
tionarysaid.Adityanathfounded
theoutfit toworkforHinducul-
ture,cowprotection,andagainst
untouchability.

PANSAREMURDERCASE

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI, AUGUST3

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Wednesday said itwill transfer
theinvestigationintothedeathof
activist and CPI leader Govind
PansarefromSpecialInvestigation
Team (SIT) of the state Criminal
InvestigationDepartment(CID)to
theAnti-TerrorismSquad(ATS).
Allowing a plea filed by

Pansare’s kin seeking transfer of
theprobe fromtheSIT, the court
saidtheATSwouldbeassistedby
a few officers of state CID, the
agency thathadbeen investigat-
ing the case till date, for
continuity.
Pansare was shot at on

February16,2015nearhishouse
in Kolhapur. He died four days
later.
OnMonday,theMaharashtra

government had told the high
court that it hadnoobjection in
transferringtheprobefromSITto
ATS. However, the bench had
askedthestategovernmenttore-
spondastowhethersomeofficers
fromATScanbemadepartofthe
SIT instead of starting the probe
intothekillingfrom“pointzero.”
A division bench of Justice

RevatiMohite-Dere and Justice
Sharmila Deshmukhpassed an
order in an application filed by
Pansare’s daughter Smita and
daughter-in-lawMegha,wherein
advocateAbhayNevagi told the
courtthatthestatepolicewasyet
tomakeanybreakthroughinthe
caseevenaftersevenyears.
Nevagi had told theHC that

therewas a larger conspiracy in
themurdersofPansareandother
activists, includingDrNarendra
Dabholkar, M M Kalburgi and
GauriLankesh,asallthecasesare
“linked.” He added that since
Dabholkar case trial has com-
menced,theinvestigationcannot
be transferred, but a probe into

Pansare’s
death can be
moved to the
ATS. Nevagi
said that
Lankesh and
Kalburgicases
probed by
Karnataka
PoliceSITwill
soon reach
their logical

conclusion.
NevagialsosaidthatATSisan

appropriate agencywhich can
take thePansare case to a logical
enddueto itsrole intheprobeof
the 2018Nalasopara arms haul
case inwhich it found that the
same accusedwere involved in
themurders of Pansare and the
otherthreepersons.
He added that therewas no

dedicated team of officers to
probethePansarecaseasfiveIPS
officers investigating thematter
were changedduring the course
of theprobe.
Nevagitoldthebenchthatthe

masterminds behind the killing
andthe twoshootersare still ab-
sconding.Headdedthatasperthe
probeagency,nearly40moreper-
sons, including Pansare and
Dabholkar'sfamilymembers,ac-
tivistMedhaPatkarandotherin-
tellectuals,authorsandpoliticians
wereonthehit-listandtherefore,
the masterminds should be
nabbedand the casebe taken to
logicalconclusion.
Submitting the recent probe

progress report, senior advocate
AshokMundargi, a special coun-
sel for state, had said that Sarang
AkolkarandVinayPawarwerethe
only two accused specifically
named in the Pansare case as
shooters, adding theywere not
namedasaccusedinothercases.
Thecourtsaidthatitwilltrans-

fer the probe to ATS andwould
pass a detailed order in due
course.

HCto transfer
investigation
fromSIT toATS

Govind
Pansare

MORADABAD

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,AUGUST3

MORETHANafortnightafterthe
Bilari Sub-divisionalMagistrate
(SDM) was removed from his
post following a complaint of a
local businessman for allegedly
threatening him by getting a
portion of his building demol-
ishedwhenasked tocleardues,
the state government has sus-
pendedtheofficer.
The action was taken after

theMoradabad district admin-
istration found the then SDM
GhanshyamVerma guilty in its
initial inquiry report.
“The administration submit-

tedaninquiryreportthatindicted
the officer. Noone guilty ofmis-
deedwouldbespared.Themove
is in accordancewith the state
government'szerotolerancepol-
icy against corruption,” said
Additional Chief Secretary

(Home)AwanishKumarAwasthi.
Lastmonth, the administra-

tionhadorderedaprobeintothe
allegationsof ZahidAhmed, the
businessman,whoclaimedthat
the SDM threatened to send a
bulldozer andget demolisheda
portion of a building onhis plot
when he asked Verma to clear
dues for the furniture bought
from his shop. Verma, on the
other hand, had claimed that
Zahid levelled false allegations
againsthimafter anoticeof en-
croachmentwasservedonhim.
After the incident surfaced

on social media and an inquiry
wasordered,GhanshyamVerma
was attached to the district col-
lectorateoffice.
Moradabad Additional

District Magistrate (Executive)
Surendra Singh, who also con-
ducted the inquiry, said thedis-
trictadministrationhasreceived
thegovernment'ssuspensionor-
ders.

Removed over ‘bulldozer
threat’ to businessman,
Bilari SDM suspended

IN THE WORKS
Membersof aself-helpgroupprepare flags for ‘HarGharTiranga’ campaignunder ‘Azadika
AmritMahotsav’ tocelebrate the75thyearof Independence, inDhanbadonWednesday.PTI

KHWAJAYUNUS
CUSTODIALDEATH

Cong’s Kuldeep
Bishnoi resigns
as legislator, set
to join BJP today

Hindu Yuva Vahini units dissolved

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST3

CONGRESS REBEL Kuldeep
Bishnoifinallyresignedfromthe
membership of Haryana
AssemblyandisallsettojoinBJP
onThursdayendinghissixyears
bonhomiewiththepartythathe
had earlier quit in 2007 and
joinedback in2016.
During the last six years,

Kuldeeptriedhisbest togetout
of the shadow of veteran
Congress leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, but miserably
failed to secureanysubstantial
rank within the party’s state
unit.
After being dumped by the

party high command, Kuldeep
decided toget intoBJP and took
fourmonthstoeventuallyresign
onWednesdayandannouncing
thathewouldjoinBJP,Thursday.
Bishnoi, 53, is the younger

son of former Haryana CM
BhajanLal.

CID tells court
it wants to
withdraw plea
to make four
cops stand trial

TRANSGENDER’SREMOVAL

BSF ILLEGALMININGREPORT

CUET-UG second phase
gets underway from today
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

WITH THE second phase of the
CUET-UG set to begin on
Thursday,manycandidateshave
approachedtheNationalTesting
Agency (NTA) to get dates and
centres changed as other en-
trances are also scheduled over
thenext fewdays.
In some cases, candidates,

who have already appeared in
first phaseof CUET-UGheldbe-
tween July 15 and July 20, have
been assigned slots even in the
secondphase, triggering confu-
sionanduncertainty.
On Wednesday, Union

Minister of State for Science
and Technology (independent
charge) Jitendra Singh also
raised the issue of candidates
from Jammu's Udhampur be-
ing assigned centres at

Srinagar's Goripora with
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.
The matter was brought to

Singh's attention by BJP J&K
president Ravinder Raina. The
examcentre for aspirants from
Udhampur has “surprisingly
been established at Gouripora,
Srinagar, which is in the vicin-
ityofHyderpora, anutterlyun-
safe place for young students,
especially inviewof forthcom-
ing Independence Day”, Raina
wrote in a letter to Singh.
“A big group of Jammuites

maybe,God forbid, aneasy tar-
get for miscreants,” the letter
shared by Singh on Twitter
added.Later,Singhtweetedthat
Pradhanhas issuedinstructions
to get the centre changed for
Udhampurcandidates.
But in several other cases,

candidatesareyettoreceiveany
response fromtheNTA.

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

SLAMMING THE Uttar Pradesh
Police for “unlawfully” taking
awaya22-year-oldtransgender
from a Delhi shelter home last
month, and Delhi Police for as-
sisting them, the Delhi High
Court on Wednesday asked
whether it was a “procedure”
thattheUPPolicedecidestovisit
anybody in the middle of the
night. The court also asked
whethertheDelhiPolicewasap-
plying itself at all when “there
are somany strictures” passed
by it against the law enforce-
mentagency.
Issuing notice to the Delhi

Police, Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment,UPPoliceandCentreona
pleathatalsosoughtcompensa-
tion for violation of the funda-
mentalrights,anddirectionsfor
appropriate protocol for safety
and security of the residents of
shelter homes, the court partic-
ularly asked the Delhi Police to
informit about its actionsonan
affidavitwithin fourweeks.
Hearing thepetition filedby

Mitr Trust,which runs the shel-
ter, forprobingtheroleofpolice
officers in thematter, the divi-
sionbenchof JusticesSiddharth
Mridul andAmit Sharma asked
whether an adult, who is re-
portedtohavebeenmissing,can
be takenagainst theirwill.
“There is a judgment.

Nobody seems to be reading
them. Even the parents cannot
doit.Thiscourthasalreadyheld
they cannot take away an adult
child against theirwill.Wecan-
not permit this,” said the court,
when itwas told that thepolice

were acting on amissing-per-
sonscomplaint filedby thepar-
entsof the22-year-old inUP.
Thecourtaddedthatthelaw

drawsadistinctionbetweenmi-
nors and adults in such cases.
“Somebody ismissing and you
go and pick him up in themid-
dle of the night? You say a per-
son is missing and you locate
him [but] he says I am fine, you
have to take him to the police
station because somebody has
reported him missing? Is he
wanted in relation to commis-
sion of any cognisable offence?
So, why have youwhisked him
away?”asked thecourt.
Whenthepolicesaidthatthe

person inquestionwillingly ac-
companiedthepolice, thecourt
observed that it was “rich” for
police to say that “he accompa-
nied”willinglyfromDelhitoUP.
“Doyouthink ithappenses-

peciallywhen he is notmissing
andheisnotbeingheldatthein-
stitution against his will. Why
would he go in the middle of
night? 'Tonight Iwill go toUttar
PradeshwiththeUPPolice.Let’s
havesomefun’...is itpossible? is
it tenable…this argument?”
asked JusticeMridul.
Whenthecourtaskedwhere

wasthestatementthat22-year-
old went with police willingly,
the counsel representing the
Delhi Police submitted that it
waswiththeUPPoliceandthey
canbeissuednotice forproduc-
ing itbefore thecourt.
Takingexception to the sub-

mission, the court said, “Will
bringit?WhenitcomestoDelhi
Police,youareresponsible. [The
person] was taken away from
your jurisdiction...You cannot
justkeeponpassing thebuck.”

Delhi HC pulls up UP
Police for whisking away
22-year-old from shelter

Workers with unproven
credentials along border a
security hazard, HC told

JAGPREETSINGH
SANDHU
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST3

WHILEMINING/EXCAVATIONin
theborderareasofPunjab“starts
before sunrise and goes on till
late night (sometimes even
whole night)”, the “presence of
hundreds of labourers –whose
antecedents have not been ver-
ifiedbythelocalpolice–soclose
to the International Border (IB)
is perceived to be a big security
hazard”, the Border Security
Force (BSF) has told the Punjab
andHaryanaHighCourt.
The BSF authorities submit-

tedareportinthisregardbefore
the bench of Chief Justice Ravi
Shanker Jha and Justice Arun
Palli.TheHCwashearingapub-
lic interest litigation (PIL)– filed
byGurbirSinghPannuin2012–
on illegalmining inPunjab.
Pannuandothershadprevi-

ously told theHC that in the ar-
easofPathankotandGurdaspur
adjacent toPakistanborder and
rightacrosstheRaviRiver,theil-
legalmininghasresultedincre-
ation of gorges and ditches
which seriously jeopardise the
security of the country and in
fact has practically become an
entry point for infiltrators and
terrorists.
TheHCintheprevioushear-

ing had thus called for reports
from the BSF, Army,Ministry of
Environment,ForestandClimate
Change as well as National
Institute of Hydrology,

DepartmentofWaterResources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Government of India in
respect of the illegal mining, if
any, being carried out in
Pathankot and Gurdaspur dis-
trictswhich is allegedly causing
hugethreattothenationalsecu-
rity at the International Border
between IndiaandPakistan.
As the matter came up for

hearingbeforetheHConAugust
2, theStateofPunjabfiledanaf-
fidavit sworn by the Principal
Secretary to Government of
Punjab, Department of Water
Resources,Mining,andGeology,
before thedivisionbench.
ThePunjabgovernmentinits

report to curb illegal mining in
the state mentioned that the
‘Enforcement Directorate of
Mining’–createdinMarch2021
–hadreceived151complaintsof
illegal mining in Punjab from
April 1, 2021, to July 26, 2022.
FromJanuary1,2022, to July26,
2022, a total of 42 complaints
werereceivedbytheDirectorate
which have been further for-
wardedto thepolice foraction.
ThePunjabgovernment’sre-

port furtherstatedthat603FIRs
hadbeenregisteredagainst958
individuals from January 1 to
July26thisyear.Asmanyas690
people had been arrested, of
which663werereleasedonbail
bythelowercourts.Nolessthan
536 vehicles, out of 777 im-
pounded by police during the
period, were released by the
lowercourts.
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PELOSI QUEERS PITCH
HervisitmarksaninflexionpointnotonlyforTaiwan’s future
butalsoforUS-ChinarelationsandAsia’sgeopolitical trajectory

ALTHOUGHCHINACOULDnotdissuadeNancyPelosi, the speakerof theUS
House of Representatives and second in line to succeed the US President,
Beijing is turning up significantmilitary and commercial heat on Taiwan.
ThiswillonlyincreasethepressureonWashingtontoraiseitslevelofstrate-

gic support for Taiwan. The broad political understanding betweenWashington and
BeijingonmanagingtheproblemofTaiwanhasbeenunderstrainforawhile.ButPelosi’s
visitmarksaninflexionpointnotonlyforTaiwan’sfuturebutalsoforUS-Chinarelations
andAsia’sgeopolitical trajectory.
ThenormalisationofrelationsbetweentheUSandChinainthe1970sinvolvedfiness-

ingtheChineseclaimthatTaiwanisaninalienablepartofChina.Onitspart,theUSswitched
itsdiplomaticrecognitionfromTaiwantothePeople’sRepublicofChina,announcedsup-
port for the “OneChina”policy, andagreed to limit its engagementwithTaiwan.Beijing,
inturn,promiseditwouldnotforciblyintegrateTaiwanintothemainlandandrespectthe
principleofone“countrytwosystems”.ThiscompromisehelpedWashingtonandBeijing
to significantly improve bilateral relations and develop amassive commercial partner-
ship. Amidst the deterioration of US-China relations in the last few years, China has ac-
cused theUS of undermining theOne China principle by elevating American tieswith
Taiwan.WashingtonsaysitisPresidentXiJinping’smuscularpoliciesthatareoverturning
thestatusquoonTaiwan.Xi’sabsorptionofHongKonginviolationof thepromisesmade
to the international community and his ambition to integrate Taiwan, forcibly if neces-
sary,havechangedthetermsofUSdebateonTaiwan.SpeakerPelosiisnotbackingthein-
dependence of Taiwan. But, for a long time, she has been a champion of the democratic
rights of thepeople inChina— including in Taiwan, Tibet andXinjiang.Withher visit to
Taiwan,shehascertainlyqueeredthepitch forWashington's tieswithBeijing.
Delhican’taffordtotreatthedevelopmentsinTaiwanasadistantcrisis.Thegreaterthe

Chineseoppressionofitsminoritiesandthemoreassertiveitistowardsitsterritorialclaims
onTaiwanandSouthChinaSea,themoresubstantivetheUSresistancewillbecome.Awar
over Taiwanmaynot be imminent. But the conflict over Taiwan is deepening. Unlike in
Ukraine,where theUS is not directly fightingRussia, US commitment to defend Taiwan
wouldpit American armed forces against the PLA in the event of an escalation. US allies,
JapanandAustralia, arealsocommitted to join it in securingTaiwanagainst aChinese in-
vasion.Ranked21st,Taiwanisamongthetopeconomicentitiesintheworld. It isaleading
producerofsemiconductorchipsandstraddlesthevitalmaritimetraderoutesintheIndo-
Pacific. The global disruption froma conflict over Taiwan could bemuch larger than that
unfoldingduetoUkraine.Equallysignificantisthepossibilitythatthedeepeningconflictbe-
tweenUSandChinacouldalsodrawIndiaintoit.WhileBeijingmightthinktwicebeforerisk-
ingadirect conflictwithWashingtonoverTaiwan, it couldhitoutat itsotherneighbours,
includingIndia, tocompensateforthevisibleweaknessvisavistheUnitedStates.

CROPS OF LAST RESORT
Thatpulsesarenotprioritisedspeaksofperversepolicies that
encouragecropsrequiringmorewaterandchemical fertilisers

PULSES ARE REFERRED to as “orphan crops”. This is not only because of their
beingmostly grown inmarginal lands prone tomoisture stress, but also be-
cause farmers often switch tomore high-yielding cropswhen they have ac-
cesstoirrigation--orevenif therainsaregood.Takethecurrentkharif season

fromJune,wheresurplusrainfall inmuchof theSouthPeninsula,CentralandNorthwest
India has led to the overall pulses area sown till July 29 increasing by 2.9 per cent over
the sameperiodof last year. But areaunder themainkharif pulses crop, arhar (pigeon-
pea), has fallen by 13.5 per cent, while rising formoong (green gram) and urad (black
gram).Thelatterpulsesareofshorterduration(60-90days),unlikearharthattakes160-
180days.Farmers,especiallyinthetwomajorpulses-growingstatesofMaharashtraand
Karnataka,havebasicallydivertedarhararea tosoyabeanandcotton.
Theprimarydriverinthisis,however,prices.Soyabeanistradingroughly50percent

aboveitsminimumsupportprice(MSP).Also, itsyieldsaremoreorlessthesameasarhar
withhardly90-100days'maturitytime.CottonpricessoaredtorecordRs12,000-13,000
perquintal levels inMarch-April andareevennowrulingatRs9,000-10,000, asagainst
theMSP of Rs 6,080 formedium-staple varieties. Bountiful rains have given an added
boosttocottonandfurthertiltedthescalesagainstpulses.Tocutthestoryshort, thelack
ofpricecertaintyandabetterthannormalmonsoonhaveresultedinpulsesacreagego-
ingupmainly inRajasthanandMP.Eventhere, farmershaveoptedformoong,uradand
other short-duration pulses, which can be harvested early to enable planting of their
mainrabiwinter-springcropofwheatormustard.
Suchtreatmenttopulsesisunfortunate.Apartfrombeingavaluableproteinsourcefor

many in Indiawhose diets are vegetarian and cereal-based, pulses harbour bacteria that
naturally“fix”atmosphericnitrogenandtheirextensiverootsystemskeepthesoilporous
andwell-aerated. Pulses should becomea commercial crop rather than a cropof last re-
sort.ThatrequiresassuredMSP,astable importpolicyandbreedingofvarietiesthatareof
shorter duration and amenable tomechanical harvesting.MSPprocurement of pulses is
botherraticandinadequatetoday.Importsofarhar,uradandmasur(redlentil)areallowed
atzeroduty.There isnothingmoreperversethanpoliciesthatencouragefarmerstogrow
morerice,wheatandsugarcanethancropsrequiringlesswaterandchemical fertilisers.

STARS TO EARTH
Talkaboutcorrection in inflatedshowbizsalaries isgrowing

louder.Avaluableconversationhasbegun

AT THERECENT Express Adda,when actor Alia Bhatt, who recently turned
producer,wasaskedif itwastimeforacorrectioninactors’remuneration,in
lightof theboxofficehavocwreakedbytheCovid-19pandemic,shesaid“it
shouldhappen”. Thinkingalongsimilar lines is theTeluguProducersGuild

which stopped the shooting of all films starting August 1 to seek a post-pandemic “re-
structuring”of the filmindustry, includingtheremunerationdemandedbyactors.
Theusualexcuseforthehugesalariespaidtoactors,especiallythetopstars—thatthey

deserve their fat paychecks as they are the ones drawing crowds to the theatres on the
make-or-breakopeningweekend—seemstohave fewer takersnow.Calls for changeare
growing louder in film industries. Lastyear, filmmakerKaran Johar spokeabouthow“fed
up”hewasof actorsdemandinghigher feesevenwhen the film industrywasexperienc-
ingoneof itsworstphases,whilehiscolleagueZoyaAkhtarsaid that thegapbetweenac-
tors’andtechnicians’ feeswas“offensive”.
The filmbusiness has always been risky. But showbiz has unarguably grown riskier

over the last couple of decades, with actors taking up an ever-growing proportion of a
film’sbudget—upto50percent, insomecases. It isworthwonderinghowmuchbetter
the excessmoney could be used. Could it, for example, be used to paywriters better or
plugthegapthatAkhtarmentions?Perhapsitcouldbeusedtoproperlydevelopandre-
search a project before shooting begins.Whichever direction the current conversation
aboutthefilmbusiness’swoestakes, itseemsthatinthematterofastronomicalsalaries,
itmaybe timethestars camedownto terra firma.

Jan Thompson

Beingaproxy ina fightbetweenbigpowers is the
mostuncomfortableposition foranystate tobe in

A COMMON WEALTH
WhyBirmingham2022will feel likea ‘homegame’ foreverynationcompeting

THEDAILYGAMEover the past 10 days has
beenaboutpredictingwhethertheUSHouse
of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
travel itineraryinAsiawouldincludeTaiwan.
Theformalannouncementoftheitinerarydid
notincludeTaiwanandsinceshefinallymade
ittoTaipeionTuesday,theomissionisinexpli-
cable.Surelytheintentionwasnottocatchthe
Chinese by surprise. Yes, it did adddrama to
thevisitwhichsuitsthepublicity-savvyPelosi.
Remember how in 1992, as part of a US
CongressionaldelegationvisitingChina,Pelosi
hadunfurledabanneratBeijing’sTiananmen
Square, expressing support for the young
demonstratorswhohaddied in the violent
suppressionofthepro-democracymovement
in 1989. That got her a lot of eyeballs back
home. PokingChina in the eyemayhelp the
Democrats in the forthcomingcongressional
elections.Thedomesticimperativeisvisible.
What ismore telling than the fact of the

visit itself is the long and circuitous route
which Pelosi’s special aircraft took, avoiding
themore direct route over the South China
Sea,andtheislandsclaimedandoccupiedby
China.Someof these islandsareheavilymil-
itarised,withanti-aircraftbatteries.TheUSre-
jectsChineseclaimsovertheseislandsandre-
gards the South China Sea and the Taiwan
Strait as internationalwaterways, but in this
case,chosenottopressthepoint.Thedetour
takenbyPelosireflectsthechangeinthebal-
ance of powerwhich has taken place in the
region over the past decade adding a new
wariness to American calculations. The
Chinesewouldhavetakennote.
Nowthat thevisithas takenplace, atten-

tionhasshiftedtowhatChinawilldoinretal-
iation.Havingthreateneddireconsequences
if thevisitwentahead,Beijing's reactionwill
needtobeseenassubstantialandvisible.The
initialmoveshavebeenpredictable.Military
exercisesaroundTaiwanhavebeenexpanded,
with Chinese aircraft intrudingmore fre-
quentlyacrosstheinformalmedianlinewhich
defines the zone of operations on each side.
Chinese naval ships are cruisingwithin the
Taiwan Straits and around the island itself.

During the period the exercises continue,
therewill be a virtual blockade of Taiwan as
foreignvessels andaircraftwill beobliged to
stayclear.Economicsanctionshavebeenan-
nounced,prohibitingimportsofawholerange
offoodstuffsfromTaiwan.Theremaybemore
to come. One itemwhichwill be left out is
semi-conductors,acriticalimportforarange
of Chinese high-tech industries. Taiwanese
firms like the Taiwan Semi-Conductor
Manufacturing Company (TSMC) areworld
leaders in themost sophisticated brands of
chips imported by a large number of coun-
tries. This isanareaof acutevulnerability for
China. Thismay either hastenChinese plans
to invadeandoccupyTaiwaninordertogain
access to this critical capability or to deny
China’s adversaries— inparticular, theUS—
access to it. Taiwansits right in themiddleof
US-Chinahigh-techcompetition.
Pelosi’s visit toTaiwan isprovocativeand

the angry reaction fromChina should have
beenexpected.Beyondtheimmediateseries
of threateningmilitary activities directed
against the island and punitive commercial
measures,whatmoremaybeexpected?This
merits analysis because in severalweeks, ei-
ther inOctober orNovember, the20thParty
Congresswillbeconvened,wherePresidentXi
Jinpingmay seek a further unprecedented
five-year term as China’s top state and
Communistpartyleaderandalsoappointper-
sonnelpersonallyloyaltohiminkeypositions
whichwillfallvacantasaresultofretirements.
AnyhintthatXihasbeenweakinconfronting
theUSonan issue that isdescribedbyChina
asits“coreinterest”couldweakenhisauthor-
ityandemboldenrivalswaitinginthewings.
He has to be seen as acting decisively but at
thesametimeavoidingadirectandpossibly
dangerous confrontationwith the US. But
thereisalwaystheriskofanaccidentormis-
calculation triggering awidermilitary clash.
ThemaintargetofChina’sescalatingresponse
will be Taiwan and it is not surprising that
many serious analysts in Taiwan have criti-
cised thePelosi visit asmakingTaiwanmore
vulnerablewithoutanyassurancethattheUS

will commit to defending the island against
theChinesemilitarythreat.Taiwanis indeed
caughtinthecrossfirebetweenChinaandthe
USandbeingaproxyinafightbetweengiants
is themost uncomfortable position for any
statetobein. JustaskUkraine.
TheUShas carried out a precision drone

attack in Kabul, eliminating the al Qaeda
leader,Aymanal-Zawahiri.Thiswasdesigned
to refurbish the US's credibilitywhich had
been severely damaged by its chaoticwith-
drawal fromAfghanistan.But its timingmay
nothavebeencoincidental.Itwasatimelyad-
vertisementofUScapabilitiesinprecisionand
high-techwarfare.
Just as Taiwan is caught in a crossfire be-

tweentheUSandChina,soaretheEastAsian
andSouthEastAsian countries.Most donot
wish tobe forced intomakinga choice. They
feelreassuredbytheconsiderableUSmilitary
presence deployed in the region and tacitly
supportitsIndo-Pacificstrategy.However,their
economicandcommercialinterestsarebound
ever tighterwith theChinese economy. This
having it bothways strategy is beginning to
frayat theedgeswith theescalating tensions
betweentheUSandChina.Thelongperiodof
relativepeaceinAsiamaybenearingitsend.
What about India? Prudence demands

that India hew closely to its consistent one
Chinapolicyevenwhilemaintainingandeven
expandingnon-officialrelationswithTaiwan.
For theUS, Japan andAustralia,members of
theQuad, Taiwan is a key component of the
Indo-Pacificstrategy. It isnotfor India.
Inonesense,China'spreoccupationwith

its easternocean flankof theYellowSea, the
TaiwanStraitandtheSouthChinaSeaisgood
for India. It diminishes Chinese attention to-
wardtheIndianOcean,India’sprimarysecu-
ritytheatre.Oneshouldusetheopportunityto
expandIndia’snavalcapabilitiesandmaritime
profileinthistheatrebeforetheChinesebegin
tolooktoourextendedneighbourhoodwith
renewedinterestandenergy.

Thewriter isa formerForeignSecretaryand
aSeniorFellow,CPR

THESPORTINGEVENTof theyearhasbegun
instyle,withBirminghamrollingoutthered
carpet for the 2022CommonwealthGames.
Itcomes20yearsaftertheUKlasthostedthe
GamesinManchester,andonthe10thanniv-
ersaryofthe2012LondonOlympics.Wehave
already seen someof thebest athletes in ac-
tion,andwillseethousandsmoreinthecom-
ingdays.Anestimatedaudienceof1.5billion
isexpectedtotuneinfromaroundtheworld.
Theopeningceremonywasatributetothe

cityofBirmingham,showcasingitsdiversity,
unityandculture.Ithadsomethingforevery-
one, from William Shakespeare to Black
Sabbath.Notmanycitiescanclaimtobehome
tosuchadiversegroupofcultural icons.
Sadlywe shallmiss out on seeing Indian

icon andOlympic championNeeraj Chopra,
out of actionwith an injury, but the Indian
contingentisnotshortofstarpowerwiththe
likesofshuttlerPVSindhu,starwrestlerBajr-
ang Punia, boxer Lovlina Borgohain and the
HarmanpreetKaur-ledwomen’scricketteam.
WeightlifterMirabai Chanumade new

friends afterwinningher goldmedal, as im-
agesof herperforminga full splitwith a six-
year old English fanwent viral— all helping
toshowwhytheCommonwealthGamesare
also called the “friendlygames”. The storyof
Sanket Sargar, India’s firstmedallist at the
Games,willinspirethenextgenerationofath-
letes fromaround the country. And the his-
toric goldmedalwonby thewomen’s lawn
bowls teamcouldwell lead tomore people
pickingupbowlsratherthanbats.
Off the field too, these Gameswill be a

benchmark for futuresportingevents. They
are thegreenest gamesever—the first ever

carbon-neutral Commonwealth Games —
andalso themost inclusive,witheight fully
integrated para events, more than at any
other Commonwealth Games. It is also the
first major multi-sport event with more
medals on offer for women than for men.
And in terms of its development, it is the
fastestmodernCommonwealthGamesever,
having been put together in four and half
yearsratherthantheusualseven,despitethe
challengesof thepandemic.
TheWestMidlands region is one of the

mostdiverseregionsintheUK,hometoover
190nationalities. SoBirmingham2022will
feel like a “home game” for every nation
competing.Some6,500athletesandofficials
are attending the event, including a 322-
strongcontingentfromIndia.Birmingham’s
largeIndian-originpopulationwillundoubt-
edly ensure that the Indian visitors feel at
home. And, of course, the Queen’s Baton
Relay has travelled around the
Commonwealth, via NewDelhi, Bengaluru
andBhubaneswar, before finally arriving in
Birminghamfor theopeningceremony.
TheUKispartneringwithIndiatodevelop

world-classinfrastructureandsportingfacil-
ities. Lastmonth, amemorandumof under-
standingwas signed betweenDelhi Sports
University (DSU) and theUniversity of East
London (UEL) to exchange knowledge, re-
search, teachersandstudents.AsDelhiChief
Minister ArvindKejriwal said, thiswill pro-
videapathwayforbothcountriestoworkto-
gether in advancing sport and providing an
environmentofexcellencetosupportsports-
peopleintheir journeys.
TheGamesareaccompaniedbyacultural

festivalandasignificantbusinessandtourism
programme.TheUKgovernmentisalsohost-
ingadelegationofIndiansportsindustrylead-
ers,whoaremeetingtheircounterpartsinthe
UKtodiscussthelatest innovationsinthein-
dustry. The UKhas expertise in the design,
reuseandadaptationof venues, aswell as in
wideningaccesstosportandsupportingsocial
andeconomiclegacy.Thiscapabilityhasbeen
used on major projects such as the 2012
LondonOlympics, the PanAmericanGames
in2019andthe2022WorldCupinQatar.
ExcitementfortheGamesispalpable,with

1.2millionticketssoldbymid-July.Theorgan-
ising committee has created 41,000Games-
timeroles,includingsome14,000volunteers,
to deliver a smooth experience for athletes,
officialsandspectators.
FromtheiconicEdgbastoncricketground

to the newly built Sandwell aquatics centre,
theactionistakingplaceincutting-edgeven-
ues,whichwill leave a lasting legacy for the
local population. The aquatics centre, built
fromscratch,willbetransformedintoastate-
of-the-artsportsandwellbeingcentreforlo-
calresidentstouseforyearstocome.
TheGames are a celebration of sporting

success aswell asourCommonwealth con-
nections,allowingustocometogethertocel-
ebrate our shared commitment to democ-
racy, peace and prosperity. It is indeed an
honour towelcome athletes and fans from
Indiaandacross theCommonwealth.Butat
the British High Commission wewill cer-
tainlybecheering for India!

Thewriter is theDeputyBritishHigh
CommissionertoIndia

Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan is
provocative and the angry
reaction from China should
have been expected. Beyond
the immediate series of
threatening military
activities directed against the
island and punitive
commercial measures, what
more may be expected? This
merits analysis because in
several weeks from now,
either in October or
November, the 20th Party
Congress will be convened,
where Chinese President Xi
Jinping may seek a further
unprecedented five-year
term as China’s top state and
party leader and also appoint
personnel personally loyal to
him in key positions which
will fall vacant as a result of
retirements.

They are the greenest games
ever — the first ever carbon-
neutral Commonwealth
Games — and also the most
inclusive, with eight fully
integrated para events, more
than at any other
Commonwealth Games. It is
also the first major multi-
sport event with more
medals on offer for women
than for men.
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WORDLYWISE

Wedon’t makemovies tomakemoney, we
makemoney tomakemoremovies.

— WALT DISNEYTHEEDITORIALPAGE

PRESS BILL PASSED
THE CONTROVERSIAL BIHAR Press Bill,
which amends provisions of the Indian
Penal Code and the Code of Criminal
Procedure to deal with “indecent or scur-
rilous” reports, was adopted in the Bihar
Councilamiduproar.Thebillwaspassedby
theAssemblyonJuly31inthemidstof loud
protests from the Opposition. But the tac-
tics of oppositionmembers in the Council
were different. They opposed it at every
stage, raisingproceduralandconstitutional
objections. The opposition members de-
scribed the Chief Minister as the “mur-
derer” of democracy.

ISRAEL IN BEIRUT
ISRAELI FORCES CONTINUED to strengthen
theirpositionaroundwestBeirutandbanned
civiliansfromusingthemuseumcrossingthat
links the eastern andwestern sectors of the
capital. Twohundred Israeli tanks and troop
carriershavebeendeployedineastBeirutand
inside the port. The cease-fire continued to
holdthroughoutthecitydespiteanumberof
explosionsreportedinsouthernsuburbs.

INDO-PAK RELATIONS
INDIAANDPAKISTANexpressed a keende-
sire to live in an atmosphere of peace and

friendship. The occasionwas provided by a
ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhawan when
Pakistan'snewambassador,RiazPiracha,pre-
sentedhiscredentialstoPresidentZailSingh.

KENYA REBELS
REBELAIR FORCE troops, defying a govern-
mentultimatumtosurrenderbynoon,seized
houses in aNairobi slumarea and told resi-
dents theywerepreparedto“fight todeath”.
Scattered firingwas reported in the Kibera
shantytown,locatedinNairobi'swesternsub-
urbs, andother areas around the capital. But
mostsourcessaidtheforcebehindtheaborted
coupbytheAirForcehadbeencrushed.

AUGUST 4, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

Taiwan between giants

Shyam Saran

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“While violent militants cannot be allowed to operate freely, many of the
underlying issues that fuel terrorism have not been addressed. Until they are,
many more Zawahiris will continue to emerge.” —DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
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The problem with
corruption, like disease, or
the coronavirus by which we
were recently struck, is that it
infects society as a whole.
India is placed at 85 out of
180 countries in the global
corruption perceptions index
reported by Transparency
International. Most of us
experience corrupt practices
daily, often in helpless
acquiescence. The buying
and selling of jobs in the
education sector in West
Bengal is just another
instance of the breakdown of
the civil contract, with those
in power assuming the right
to monetise and profit
from what is actually
funded by taxpayers.

ANANECDOTENARRATEDbyacolleaguein
Parliamentabouthowaparticularpresident
perceivedhis roleasSupremeCommander
of theArmedForces provoked aquestion:
Whydid the founding fathers not vest this
supremecommandinthecouncilofminis-
tersheadedbytheprimeminister,giventhat
theymade a conscious choice that India
wouldbeaparliamentarydemocracy,notan
executivepresidency?
Article53of theConstitutionstates that

the executive power of theUnion shall be
vestedinthePresidentofIndia.Article53(2)
has a rather interesting formulation:
“Withoutprejudice to thegenerality of the
foregoingprovision,thesupremecommand
of theDefence Forces of theUnion shall be
vested in the President and the exercise
thereofshallberegulatedbylaw”.Thepow-
ersof thepresidencyare,of course,circum-
scribedbyArticle 74which states that the
presidentshallexercisehisfunctionsonlyon
theaidandadviceofthecouncilofministers
headedbytheprimeminister.
Interestingly,ifoneperusesthedebatesof

theConstituentAssemblyondraftArticle42
that corresponds to Article 53 of the
Constitution, there is absolutelynodiscus-
sion on vesting the supreme commandof
thedefenceforcesinthepresident.Italmost
seems that the Constitution framers had
taken it as a given that the supreme com-
mandofthearmedforceswouldbevestedin
thepresidency. It is incredible that suchan
importantaspect,eventhoughthepresident
of India is only a titular head,wasnot even
debatedbytheConstituentAssembly.
However, any and every constitutional

schemehas enoughplay in the joints tobe
interpretedinvariousways,especiallywhen
aconstitutionalcrisiscomestoaheadoran
externalemergencymanifests.Theterm“de-
fenceforcesoftheUnion”isnowheredefined
intheConstitution.
Aclueastowhythesupremecommand

cametobevestedinthepresidencycanpos-
sibly be found in the articulation of KM
MunshiintheConstituentAssemblydebates.
While speakingonanamendmentmoved
by Professor KT Shah on draft Article 42,
Munshiarguedthat“Thestrongestgovern-
mentandthemostelasticexecutivehasbeen
found tobe in Englandand that is because
theexecutivepowersvestintheCabinetsup-
ported by amajority of the lower house
whichhas financial powersunder the con-
stitution.Asaresultitistheruleofthemajor-
ityinthelegislatureforitsupportsitsleaders
inthecabinetwhichadvisestheheadofthe
statenamely thekingor thePresident. The
KingorthePresidentisthusplacedabovethe
party.Heismadereallythesymboloftheim-
partialdignityof theConstitution.”
However, neither doesDrAmbedkar’s

opening speech introducing thedraft con-
stitutionorclosingspeechontheconclusion
ofitsdeliberationsmentiontheaspectofthe

president being the SupremeCommander
of theDefenceForces.
Was it, therefore, theun-verbalisedde-

sireofthefoundingfathersthatthesupreme
commandof thearmedforcesmustvest in
aconstitutionalentitythatisperceivedtobe
abovepartisanpolitics, therebyunderscor-
ing the apolitical character of the armed
forces— that is, that theybelong to thena-
tion andnot to anydispensation thatmay
concurrentlyatagivenpointintimeholdthe
reignsofexecutivepower?
Orwere they just being guided by the

British practicewhere the supreme com-
mand of the armed forces is vested in the
monarch?WhiledesigningtheConstitution,
the framerswere both following certain
Britishtraditionswhilesimultaneouslytry-
ingtobreakwiththem.
TheBritishconstitutionalinterpretations

writtenbyMichel deMontaigneandother
scholarswere not the only ones that the
foundingfatherstookonboardintheirgrand
studyof constitutional jurisprudence. The
first French Constitution created by the
FrenchNationalassemblyin1791embody-
ingtheprinciplescontainedintheRightsof
Man and of the Citizen equally animated
them.ItisanothermatterthatFrancehashad
15 constitutions between then and 1958.
Equally,theywereinspiredbytheAmerican
Constitution, andmoreso, theBill of Rights
ratifiedonDecember15,1791.
InboththeAmericanandFrenchconsti-

tutionalschemes,thesupremecommandof
the armed forces vests in the president.
However, both these countries have anex-
ecutivepresidency.Nearerhome,therewas
anothercountrythatwasborn—thePeople's
RepublicofChinaonOctober1,1949—just
as the Indian constitutional deliberations
werewindingdown.
Chinahadaninterestinginstitutiondat-

ingback to1925called theCentralMilitary
Commission and, fascinatingly, after China
assumeditspresentavatar, thegeneralsec-
retaryof theChineseCommunistPartyhas
beeninvariablytriple-hattedwherebyheis
alsothepresidentof therepublicandchair-
personof theCentralMilitaryCommission,
exceptforabriefwhilewhenDengXiaoping
and JiangZemin in the late1980sandearly
2000sheldthispositionsingularly.
Interestingly,inPakistan,Article243-1A,

asamendedbytheConstitutionEighteenth
AmendmentAct2010,states:“Withoutprej-
udicetothegeneralityof theforegoingpro-
visions, the Supreme Command of the
Armed Forces shall vest in the President”
However,thathasnotstoppedPakistanfrom
being convulsedby a series of coupd’etats
goingbackto1958.
It is, therefore, quite evident that rather

thananydeliberateplanordesigntoimpose
civiliancontroloverthearmedforces,ascon-
ventionalwisdomorsubsequentmythmak-
ingmake it out tobe, thePresidentof India
ended up becoming the Supreme
CommanderoftheIndianArmedForcesfor
the simple reason that themembers of the
Constituent Assembly decided to follow
Britishprecedent. A studyof themakingof
theConstitution can throwup some inter-
estingrevelations.

Thewriterisalawyer,MP,formerI&B
minister.Viewsarepersonal

IN SEPTEMBER 2021, K VMohandas, chair-
man of the Eleventh Kerala Pay Revision
Commission (PRC), took official note of the
practice of collectingmoney from teachers
for appointment in state-aided schools and
colleges by comparing it to dowry. “Like
dowry,demandingmoneyforappointments
in aided schools and colleges is considered
evil by everyone and still the practice is al-
lowed to continue,” he said.While the PRC
Reportrecommendedsomemeasurestoend
thisevil,giventhatteachers’salariesinaided
institutionswere paid by the government
fromthepublicexchequer,therewasalsoan
undercurrent of hopelessness about the sit-
uation,evensympathyformanagementsthat
neededfundsforinfrastructureandmainte-
nance.Nevertheless,thepracticewascorrupt
and illegal, and itwas suggested that hand-
ing over recruitment to the Public Service
Commission(PSC)orconstitutingastatutory
KeralaRecruitmentBoardforPrivateSchools
andCollegesmighthelptoendit.
Soon after the publication of the Kerala

PRCreport, Iattendedameetingwithmem-
bers of the Commission for Reforms in the
HigherEducationSystemofKerala,whowere
lookingforpointersfromourownexperience
inWestBengalwith special reference to the
researchandteachingexcellenceofJadavpur
University, where I taught for most of my
working life.When the discussion touched
upon payment for teaching posts in higher
educationinWestBengal,Isaidthatwhilein-
fluenceandpoliticsobviouslyplayedapart, I
wasnotawareofmoneychanginghandsfor
appointments under either the state PSC or
the College Service Commission (CSC). For
school teachers, I admitted, it had longbeen
a different story, despite the existence of a
stateSchoolServiceCommission(SSC).
Asitturnsout,Icouldnothavebeenmore

wrongonthefirsthead.Thediscoveryofover
Rs50crore incashandgold jewellery in flats
belongingtoanassociateofWestBengal’sfor-
mer industriesminister (and former educa-
tionminister), Partha Chatterjee, aswell as
numberless properties allegedly jointly
owned by them or their families, has un-
plugged a floodof disclosures at every level,
from the serious to the salacious. The
EnforcementDirectorate's(ED)investigation
ofChatterjeeandhisassociatesfollowedsuc-
cessive high court judgments regarding re-
cruitmentscamsduringhistenureaseduca-
tionminister.From2016,theappointmentof
schoolteachersqualifyingtheSSC’sStateLevel
Selection Test (SLST) had flagrantly violated
themeritlist,forreasonsofnepotism,money
or political clout. Second, therewere irregu-
larities in the recruitmentbySSCofGroupD
staff instate-aidedschools,afterthetenureof
the original panel of appointees for 13,000
postshadexpired.Third,atleast269primary
schoolteachersingovernment-aidedschools
wereineligibleforappointment.Theclearim-
plicationwasthatduringChatterjee’stermas
educationminister,asystemhadbeenputin
place such that all school posts, of teaching
andnon-teachingstaff,weresold formoney.
Additional SolicitorGeneral SuryaprakashV
Raju,appearingfortheED,declaredthatthey
were looking for at least Rs 120 crore in the
SSC recruitment scam,more than twice the

sumtheyhadfoundincash.
Moreover, despite the Trinamool

Congress Party (TMC)’s panic-stricken dis-
tancingof itself fromtheirtaintedex-cabinet
minister and former secretary-general, it is
obvious that thismassive exercise inmon-
etisingpostsintheeducationsystem(andin
other services too)was carried out by a vast
numberof functionarieswhosetprices and
collectedtheloot.Chatterjeehasalreadysaid
that themoney is not his, and this is true in
morethanonesense—hewasallegedlyacol-
lectoraswellasanindividualprofiteer.Infact,
for all the shock and horror about the SSC
scambeing expressed by the left parties in
Bengal, itwas theywho started theprocess.
Thoseofuswhowereintheteachingprofes-
sionduringtheLeftFrontruleinBengalknow
howmanyofourownstudentswereaskedto
paysubstantialsumsbeforetheycouldjoinas
teachers in schools towhich they had been
appointed through the SSC (set up in 1997).
Thesamewastrueof lower-leveljobsingov-
ernmentandpublic-sectorindustries.Allone
mightsayisthatthescaleofdemandwasnot
ashigh,andsofaras Iknew,collegeanduni-
versity posts, or those of vice-chancellors,
were not sold, thoughmost appointments
werepolitically influenced.
Under the TMC, this system appears to

havebeendevelopedtoapointwhereitcould
servetofill,notjustpartycoffers,butthepock-
etsofeverygreedyprofiteer. Itwasextended
into the higher education system,with the
minister, as soon as he assumed office, dis-
missing out of hand a proposal for a cen-
tralised online undergraduate admission
process. Soon after this, I recall a young sec-
ond-yearstudentsittingnexttomeinthebus,
busy on his phoneworking out the rates at
which seats in several of Kolkata’s colleges
were to be sold.When I expressed amaze-
ment,hesaidthatwiththeexceptionofsome
leadinginstitutionsand“first-listcandidates,”
thelowerhalfof theadmissiontablewasde-
cidedbypayment,withpoliticalparties, stu-
dents’unions,teachers’associationsandother
functionaries either raking in a handsome
profit, or looking the other way.
Unsurprisingly, it is now alleged that lakhs
wereextortedforcollegeappointmentsand,
sotherumourgoes,forvice-chancellorships.

Asonecommentatorputit,education,likethe
constructionindustry,wasrapidlypassinginto
thehandsofpowerful“syndicates”function-
ingattherulingparty’sbehest.
Should one be surprised? After all, such

practices, togetherwith the “leaking” of ex-
aminationpapersandforgingofmarksheets,
arecommonalloverIndia.Storiesofthehuge
sumspaid for vice-chancellorships in states
fromPunjab to TamilNadu circulated freely
when,manyyearsago, Iwasanactivemem-
ber of the National Assessment and
AccreditationCouncil'sexercises.Whatisre-
markable, instead, is theshockexpressedby
many as the scale of Chatterjee’s alleged
depredationsunfolds.Afterall,suchasystem
required collaborators and participants at
every level. On TV today, reporters have no
problemsfinding,andinterviewing,ordinary
peoplewhopaidmoneyforjobstolocalfunc-
tionaries, and operatorswhose taskwas to
collectit.Mostappallingly,thepublichaswit-
nessedwithapparentindifferencetheeight-
year-longstruggleof thecheatedSSCcandi-
dates who had qualified in themerit list,
protestingillegalappointmentstopoststhat
wererightfullytheirs.Noone—leastofallthe
stategovernment—cansaythattheydidnot
knowwhatwasgoingon.
Theproblemwithcorruption,likedisease,

orthecoronavirusbywhichwewererecently
struck, is that it infects society as awhole.
India is placed at 85 out of 180 countries in
the global corruption perceptions index re-
portedbyTransparencyInternational.Mostof
us experience corrupt practices daily, often
inhelplessacquiescence.Thebuyingandsell-
ing of jobs in the education sector inWest
Bengal is just another instanceof thebreak-
down of the civil contract, with those in
power assuming the right tomonetise and
profit fromwhat is actually funded by tax-
payers.Forastatethatpridesitselfonthehigh
rankingsofitseducationalinstitutions,aswell
asthepublicbenefitsofwelfareprogrammes
likeKanyashreeandSwasthyaSathi,thathave
drawn somuch popular support, this is an
uncomfortable admission.Whether the rot
canbecheckedisanotherquestion.

SupriyaChaudhuri isProfessorEmerita,
JadavpurUniversity,Kolkata

Presidency’s
foundingmoment

CAUSE FOR CONCERN
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘After
Zawahiri’ (IE, August 3).The operation
conducted by the CIA to kill Ayman al-
Zawahiri, isamajorachievementinthe
fightagainstglobalterrorism.Theroleof
Zawahiri in the planning of 9/11 has
been well-documented in the 9/11
Commission Report. Though he kept a
lowprofile, his activities in the last few
yearswereaimedatrevivingAl-Qaeda.
However,inthelargercontext,thechain
ofeventsisconcerning.Zawahiri'sdeath
provesthattheTalibanisgivingrefugeto
Al-Qaedaleadersagainsttheprovisions
of the Doha Accords. This also shows,
though, that even if theUSandTaliban
arecooperatingwitheachotheragainst
ISIS, theUSwillnotspareAl-Qaedaand
other threats toglobalsecurity.

DewangGaneshThosar,Raigad

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘After
Zawahiri’ (IE,August3).TheTalibanhas
violated the Doha Agreement signed
withtheUSbyprovidingasafehavento
theAl-QaedaChief,Aymanal-Zawahiri
in Afghanistan, underlining the differ-
ences between its sayings and doings.
ZawahiriwasOsamaBinLaden'sdeputy
andwas deeply involved in one of the
mostaudaciousterroristattacks.Hehad
also played a key role in the bombings
ofUSEmbassiesinKenyaandTanzania.
Joe Biden's address to the nation, au-
thenticating the killing of Zawahiri by
the CIA provides some relief. Although
severalotherterroroutfitshavestarted
togainholdinAfghanistanafterthepull-
out of the US, the killing of the desig-

nated terrorist sends a clearmessage
thatAmerica'sintelligencepresenceon
Afghanistan'ssoilhasstillnotwaned.

TusharAnand,Patna

FAIR JUDGMENT
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘PMLA and
itsdiscontents’(IE,August3).Oneofthe
basic purposes of enacting a law like
PMLAwastoinstillgenuinefearofcon-
sequencesinthemindsoftheperpetra-
tors.Conventionalconceptsof fair trial,
humanrights,innocenttillprovenguilty,
constitutional balance etcwere regu-
larlyexploitedbyunscrupulouslawyers
to ensure that the cases lingeredon for
decades.Thisisactuallygroundsforcel-
ebrationfor thecommonman.

HNBhagwat,Chiplun

INSTANT PUBLICITY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘No,
minister’ (IE,August2). Publichumil-
iation of Raj Bahadur, the V-C of Baba
Farid University of Health and
Sciences, by the Punjab minister
Chetan Singh Jouramajra is a highly
condemnable act. Even though the
ministersought toensure thatadmin-
istrators of hospitals across the state
providebetter facilities topatients,his
mistreatmentof adistinguishedmed-
ical professor is unjustified. Themin-
ister is often in the news because of
his antics, and by misbehaving with
theV-C, he, in all likelihood, aimed to
get instant but cheap publicity.

SamiulHassanQuadri,Bikaner

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

ALQAEDA(AQ)chiefAymanal-Zawahiri’spre-
cision-killingwithaHellfiremissileonJuly31
was a clear demonstrationof top-line, over-
the-horizonUScounter-terrorismcapability.
Zawahiri'spresenceinaguesthouseinKabul,
reportedly owned by interior minister
SirajuddinHaqqani’scloseaide,hasbecomea
subjectof intensecuriosity,givenSirajuddin’s
chief patron — the Pakistan deep state.
Announcingthekilling,USPresidentJoeBiden
describedZawahiriasoneofthemasterminds
behind the 9/11 attacks, the bombing of
AmericanembassiesinKenyaandTanzaniain
1998andtheUSSColein2000.PresidentBiden
also stressed that Zawahiriwas coordinating
AQbranchesworldwideanddirectingattacks
againstAmericaninterests.
Not as charismatic as Osama bin Laden

(OBL), Zawahiri remained in his shadows.
AfterOBL’skillinginaUSNavySealoperation
inPakistanin2011,fewexpertsbelievedthat
Zawahiri could hold the network together.
However, since 2011, the AQ network has
grown across theworld, especially in Syria,
Mali, Somalia, Southeast Asia, Afghanistan
and Pakistan, disseminating its puritanical
ideology,moneyandexpertise to localmili-
tant groups. This has happened despite the
huge popularity of the Islamic State in Iraq
andSyriaamongstradicalMuslimyouth.The
ISIS had also set up a physical Caliphate— a
long-cherishedgoalof internationaljihades-

pousedbytheAQ.
UnderZawahiri,theAQnetworkseemsto

have changed its strategic direction and its
branches currently operatemore like inde-
pendent insurgencies—suchas through the
TalibaninAfghanistan,HayatTahriral-Shamin
Syria andAl-Shabab in Somalia. The crucial
questioniswhethertheAQ,post-Zawahiri,will
losemomentumorwhetherthecollectivecore
leadership that seems to have been quietly
workingpost-OBL could provide a leader as
wellasoffercontinuity.
Themost obviousnamebeingdiscussed

tosucceedZawahiriisthatofanotherEgyptian,
Saifal-Adel,whowasbelievedtobeincharge
of external operations.However, given regu-
larreportsofhisconnections“within”Iran,he
maynotbethe“idealface”tosucceedZawahiri.
Someregionalleaders,suchasfromAlShabab,
maybeacceptable, given the recent series of
“successes”of thisbranch.Theoldestbranch,
thealQaedaintheArabianPeninsula,whichis
thekeysourceofchiefideologuesofjihad,may
beusedtopropupaclericasthenextAQAmir
in order to lower the profile for some time
while keeping the propaganda around the
“martyrdom”ofZawahirigoing.
Successive reports of the UN Security

CouncilhavedocumentedZawahiri’spresence
in the Af-Pak region and shown that the
Taliban-AQlinksareintact.Thedronestrikein
Kabul,lessthanayearaftertheTalibantakeover,

demonstrates how theAQ core leadership
neverlefttheAf-Pakregion,contrarytotheas-
surance given in theDohaAgreement. The
Talibanand theUSareaccusingeachotherof
violatingtheagreement.Buttherealquestion
is:WastheTalibaninvolvedinprovidingintel
onZawahiriforsomebenefitthatwouldshow
upinthefuture,ordidintra-Talibanrivalrylead
tocooperationagainsttheHaqqaniNetwork?
Thereisathirdscenario—ofthePakistandeep
state having provided the intel to show the
Talibaninabadlightandcurryfavourwiththe
US,especiallyinordertodealwiththeTehreek
TalibanPakistan(TTP),whichhascausedmuch
violenceagainstPakistanforces.
SincetheHaqqaniNetworkhasbeenme-

diatingtalksbetweentheTTPandthePakistan
army, the strikehas surely cast doubts about
the safety of theTTP leaderswhovisit Kabul
formeetings. Given the links between the
HaqqanisandthePakistanideepstate,itisun-
likelythattheTTPwouldcontinuetalks,which
inanycasehavenotpreventedattacksonthe
Pakistani forces. TheTTPhas already started
accusingthePakistanarmyofprovidingabase
totheUSforthedronestrike.Thus,muchmore
violenceisexpectedintheAf-Pakregioninthe
comingweeksandmonths.
TheTalibanwouldnowfinditmuchmore

difficulttocallontheUStounfreezeitsforexre-
serves.Inaddition,thehithertofreneticdiplo-
macybytheoutfitwithothernationsisbound

to slowdown. Pakistan is likely tomount a
diplomaticoffensivetoshowhowtheTaliban
harbours terrorists and is anunreliable part-
nerfortheWest.Pakistanhasbeenprojecting
theTTPasapartnerof theAQforalongtime.
In2014, theAQlaunchedtheAlQaedaIn

IndianSubcontinent(AQIS),theoutfit'sSouth
Asia branch. The inaugural video carried an
oldclipofOBLandamessageofZawahiriap-
pointingarelativelyunknownIndianradical
AsimUmar,whohadfledtoPakistandecades
ago. In recent times, the group has posted
manyvideos focusedon India, especially on
Kashmir. Some of these clips have featured
Zawahiri.Withhiselimination,aswellasthat
of Umar and a few “known” Pakistani faces
of the AQIS earlier, the propaganda against
India is likely to losemomentum for now.
However, since the AQIS is anAf-Pak-based
group,itmayrebuilditselfwithsupportfrom
thePakistandeepstate.
Withmoreclarityaboutthesourceofintel

fortheKabulstrikeandmoredetailsaboutthe
operationemerging,therecouldbeacounter-
terrorismrealignmentamongstregionalstates
andglobalpowers.Butit'sclearthatthedrone
strikeannouncesthe“return”of theUStothe
region,lessthanayearaftertherather“chaotic”
withdrawalof itstroops.

ThewriterisanIPSofficer.
Viewsarepersonal

US returns to Af-Pak

Who failed Bengal’s students?
WhythePresidentof India isalsoSupreme
Commanderof theArmedForces

EducationscamuncoveredbyEDraidsisaresultofyearsofpubliccorruptionnurturedbypublic
indifference,withthoseinpowerassumingtherighttoprofitfromwhatisfundedbytaxpayers

AnjuGupta

CR Sasikumar

KillingofZawahiricouldbeapreludetoarealignmentofforcesintheregion

Supriya Chaudhuri

Manish Tewari
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MEANWHILE

VOLCANOERUPTSNEAR ICELAND’SCAPITAL
A volcano has erupted on a mountain near Iceland's capital Reykjavik, where an erup-
tion also took place last year, the Icelandic Meteorological Office said on Wednesday. A
"code red" was declared to prohibit airplanes from flying over the immediate site al-
though helicopters would be sent in to survey the situation.

MYANMAR

Lavrovtomeet
juntaleader in
officialvisit
Bangkok:Russian Foreign
MinisterSergeyLavrovar-
rived on Wednesday in
Myanmar for an official
visitthatMoscowsaidwill
include discussionswith
themilitary government
on security andeconomic
issues, Russian news
agency TASS said. Lavrov
met his counterpart,
WunnaMaung Lwin, and
othertopofficials afterhis
arrival in Naypyitaw,
Russia’s ForeignMinistry
tweeted. He showed no
signs of change to
Moscow’s stance, saying
thecountries“havea solid
foundationforbuildingup
cooperation in a wide
rangeofareas.”“Weappre-
ciatethefriendlynatureof
our partnership,which is
unaffectedby opportunis-
ticprocesses,”hesaid.AP

RussianForeign
MinisterLavrov in
Naypyitaw,Myanmar

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

Seminary
teacherheldfor
raping10boys
Lahore: A seminary
teacher in Pakistan's
Punjab provincewas on
Wednesday arrested for
allegedlyrapingatleast10
ofhisminorstudents,po-
lice said.Qari Bashir,who
confessed to raping the
boys during the last two
months inBhuttaWahan
area of SadiqabadRahim
YarKhan,nearLahore,was
incustody.Policearrested
theteacherafterparentsof
five seminary students
filed an FIR alleging that
their childrenwere force-
fullytakenbyBashirtohis
residentialquarters in the
seminary where they
wereraped. PTI

AUSTRIA

Iran,US,EUto
sendenvoysfor
nucleartalks
Tehran:Iran,theUSandthe
EU said on Wednesday
theywould send senior
representatives toVienna
amidwhatappearstobea
last-ditcheffortatreviving
talksoverTehran’stattered
2015nucleardeal. TheEU
official who chairs the
talks, EnriqueMora, said
thenegotiationswouldfo-
cus on the most recent
draft to restore the agree-
ment, while Iran’s chief
nuclear negotiator, Ali
Bagheri Kani, saidhewas
heading to the Austrian
capital“toadvancethene-
gotiations.” US Special
RepresentativeforIranRob
Malley tweeted that he
waspreparing to travel to
Viennafortalks. AP

JOHNLEICESTER&
NICOLASGARRIGA
PARIS,AUGUST3

FANNINGOUT like urban guer-
rillas through Paris’ darkened
streets well aftermidnight, the
anti-waste activists shinny up
walls and drain pipes, reaching
for switches to turn off the
lights.Click.Click.Click.
One by one, the outdoor

lights that stores had left on are
extinguished. It’s one small but
symbolic step in a giant leap of
energysavingthatEuropeistry-
ing tomakeas it rushes towean

itselfoffnaturalgasandoilfrom
Russia so factories aren’t forced
to close and homes stay heated
andpowered.
Engineer Kevin Ha and his

equallynimblefriendshadbeen
acting against wasteful busi-
nessesinParislongbeforeRussia
started cutting energy supplies
toEuropeinabattleofwillsover
Moscow’sinvasionofUkraine.As
such,thecampaignerswerepre-
cursors of the energy economy
drive becoming all the rage in
France,Germanyandelsewhere.
Theirmessage— that everyone
cancontribute—isalmostword-
for-word what public officials

from cabinetministers tomay-
orsaresayingnow, too.
“Everyonecanhaveapositive

impact at their own level, by
adoptinggoodpractices,bydoing
the right things to reduce their
overallenergyfootprint,”the30-
year-oldHasaidonarecentnight
of light-extinguishing on the
Champs-Élyséesboulevard.
The stakes are high. If Russia

seversthesuppliesofgasithasal-
readydrasticallyreduced,author-
ities fear Europe risks becoming
acolder,darkerandless-produc-
tiveplacethiswinter.It’simpera-
tive to economize gas now so it
canbesquirreledawayforburn-

ing later in homes, factories and
powerplants,officialssay.
“Europe needs to be ready,”

said European Commission
PresidentUrsula vonder Leyen.
“Tomake it through thewinter,

assumingthat there isa fulldis-
ruptionof Russiangas,weneed
tosavegastofillourgasstorages
faster. And to do so, we have to
reduce our gas consumption. I
knowthatthisisabigaskforthe
whole of the European Union,
but it isnecessarytoprotectus.”
And although Europe is

scrambling to get energy from
elsewhere, any difficulties this
winter could be a harbinger of
worse to come if Russian gas
suppliesarecompletelysevered
and stay off through 2023, said
France’sministeroverseeingen-
ergy,AgnèsPannier-Runacher.
Hencethemountingappeals

— already familiar to exasper-
ated parents of wasteful
teenagers everywhere — for
Europeanstotakeshortershow-
ers,switchoffpowersocketsand
otherwisedowhat theycan.
Germany had been getting

about a third of its gas from
Russia,making theEU’sbiggest
economy and most populous
nationconspicuouslyvulnera-
ble. The glass dome of the
Reichstag, the parliament
building inBerlin, is goingdark
after it closes tovisitorsatmid-
night, and two facades will no
longer be lit. Legislators’ office
temperatures will drop by 2

degrees to 20 Celsius (68
Fahrenheit) this winter. Berlin
City Hall, the JewishMuseum,
two opera houses and the
landmarkVictoryColumnwith
panoramic views are among
about 200 sites in the German
capital thatwill no longerbe lit
at night.
Under a lawpassedMonday

inoften-swelteringSpain,offices,
storesandhospitalityvenueswill
no longerbeallowedtoset their
thermostats below 27 degrees
Celsius in summer. The Italian
governmentalsoisrecommend-
inglimitsonheatingandcooling
inpublicbuildings. AP

GOVTS ARE RECOMMENDING LIMITS ON HEATING, COOLING IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS

Cold showers, no lights: Europe saves for winter as Russian gas wanes

Amanclimbstoturnoff the lightsof astore inParis.AP

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, AUGUST3

PRESIDENT JOE Biden plans to
sign a second executive order
on Wednesday that asks his
health department to consider
permitting theuseofMedicaid
funds for patients who travel
out-of-state for abortions. The
order, likehis firstsignedinJuly,
is meant to address the recent
SupremeCourt decision to end
the nationwide constitutional
right to abortion.
It isexpectedtohavelimited

impact, as Republicans in US
states push a wave of laws re-
strictingabortion,accesstomed-
ication and funding for such
services. Thepresidentwill sign
the order at the firstmeeting of
theinteragencytaskforceonre-
productive healthcare access,
whichwas formed in July.
Last month, Biden said the

Supreme Court, which is
weighted6-3withconservative
judges,was"outofcontrol"after
ruling in June to overturn Roe v
Wade, ending a half-century of
protections forwomen's repro-
ductive rights.

WEWILLNOTABANDONTAIWAN:U.S.HOUSESPEAKER

AGENCIES
TAIPEI, AUGUST3

US HOUSE of Representatives
SpeakerNancyPelosileftTaiwan
onWednesday after pledging
solidarityandhailingitsdemoc-
racy, leaving a trail of Chinese
anger over her brief visit to the
self-ruled island that Beijing
claimsas itsown.
Chinademonstrated its out-

rage over the highest-level US
visittotheislandin25yearswith
aburstofmilitaryactivityinsur-
rounding waters, summoning
the US ambassador in Beijing
and halting several agricultural
imports fromTaiwan.
China’smilitaryhasplanneda

seriesoflive-firedrills,startingon
Thursday, thatwouldmark adi-
rectchallengetowhatTaiwande-
finesas its coastline.Coordinates
for the drills indicated that they
could take place as close as 10
miles fromTaiwan’s coast,well
within the area that Taiwan says
isapartofitsterritorialwatersand
closerthanprevioustestsduringa
standoff26yearsago.
“Our delegation came to

Taiwan tomake unequivocally
clear that wewill not abandon
Taiwan,” Pelosi told Taiwan
President Tsai Ing-wen, who
Beijing suspects of pushing for
formalindependence-aredline
forChina“Now,morethanever,
America’ssolidaritywithTaiwan

iscrucial,andthat’sthemessage
wearebringing today,"shesaid
duringherroughly19-hourvisit.
She added that Chinese

angercannotstopworldleaders
from travelling to the self-ruled
islandclaimedbyBeijing.Along-
time China critic, especially on
humanrights, Pelosimetwitha
former Tiananmen activist, a
HongKongbooksellerwhohad
beendetainedbyChina.
Taiwanese President Tsai re-

sponded firmlyWednesday to
Beijing’smilitary intimidation.
“Facing deliberately heightened
military threats, Taiwanwill not
back down,” Tsai said at her
meeting with Pelosi. “Wewill
firmlyupholdournation’ssover-
eignty and continue to hold the
lineofdefense fordemocracy.”

Taiwanwillnot
backdown, says
Presidenton
Beijing threats

USHouseSpeakerNancyPelosiandothermembersofherdelegationleavingTaipei.AP

Beijing:FuriousovertheUSHouse
SpeakerNancyPelosi'shigh-pro-
file visit to Taipei, China on
Wednesdayannouncedpunitive
measures on outfits seeking
“Taiwanindependence”,banned
importsof someTaiwanesefood
products andsuspended theex-
port of natural sand. Themain-
landwill also punish, in accor-
dancewiththelaw,organisations,
enterprisesorindividualsthatof-
fer fundsor services to the foun-
dations,andtakeothernecessary
measures, anofficial said. China
will suspend the entry of citrus
fruitsandtwotypesof fishprod-
ucts from the Taiwan region
starting Wednesday, said a
spokesperson. PTI

As Pelosi’s Taiwan visit ends, China
gets ready for burst ofmilitary drills

Beijing bans
imports of Taiwan
food products

Abortionrightssupporterscelebrate inOverlandPark,Kansas.Reuters

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
TOPEKA,AUGUST3

KANSAS VOTERS on Tuesday
sentaresoundingmessageabout
their desire to protect abortion
rights,rejectingaballotmeasure
inaconservativestatewithdeep
ties to the anti-abortionmove-
ment that would have allowed
the Republican-controlled
Legislaturetotightenrestrictions
orbantheprocedureoutright.
It was the first test of voter

sentimentaftertheUSSupreme
Court’s decision in June that
overturned the constitutional
right to abortion, providing an
unexpected result with poten-

tial implications for the coming
midtermelections.
While it was just one state,

theheavy turnout for anAugust
primary that typically favors
Republicanswasamajorvictory
for abortion rights advocates.
Withmost of the vote counted,
theywereprevailingby roughly
20 percentage points, with the
turnoutapproachingwhat’styp-
icalforafallelectionforgovernor.
Thevotealsoprovidedadash

of hope for Democrats nation-
wide grasping for a game-
changerduringanelectionyear.
“This votemakes clearwhatwe
know:themajorityofAmericans
agree thatwomen should have
access to abortion and should
havetherighttomaketheirown
healthcaredecisions,”President
JoeBidensaid inastatement.

Kansas voters resoundingly protect their
access to abortion in a surprising victory

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
WASHINGTON,AUGUST3

THEUShas issued aworldwide
alert asking its citizens tomain-
tain a high-level of vigilance
when travelling abroad as al-
Qaeda supporters may target
Americanfacilities,personnelor
nationals in thewake of killing
of the terror network’s emir
Aymanal-Zawahiri.
“Following al-Zawahiri’s

death, supportersof al-Qaeda,or
its affiliated terrorist organisa-
tions,mayseektoattackUSfacil-
ities, personnel, or citizens,” the
alertissuedbytheDepartmentof
Statesaid.Asterroristattacksof-

ten occurwithout warning, US
citizensarestronglyencouraged
tomaintainahigh- levelof vigi-
lance and practice good situa-
tional awareness when travel-
lingabroad, it added.
Worldwidecautionsprovide

US citizens with general infor-
mationregardingterroristactiv-
ities,politicalviolence,andcrim-
inalactivitythatoccurabroad,as
well as specific recommenda-
tionsonhowtoprepareforpos-
sible contingencies. The
Department of State remains
concerned about the continued
threat of terrorist attacks,
demonstrations, and other vio-
lent actions against US citizens
and interestsoverseas, it said.

INWAKEOFZAWAHIRIKILLING

US issues global alert,
asks citizens to be alert
when travelling abroad

London: British primeministe-
rial candidate Rishi Sunak on
Wednesday pledged a crack-
downonIslamistextremism,the
UK’s most “significant terror
threat”,withawidenedgovern-
ment definition of extremism
and strengthening existing ter-
rorismlegislation.
The former Chancello also

vowed to weed out organisa-
tionsthatpromoteextremismin
theUK and refocus the “failing”

Prevent programme, a govern-
ment tool intended to tackle
Islamistextremism.“Thereisno
moreimportantdutyforaPrime
Ministerthankeepingourcoun-
try and our people safe,” said
Sunak.
“Whetherredoublingouref-

forts to tackle Islamist extrem-
ismorrootingoutthosewhoare
vocalintheirhatredofourcoun-
try, Iwilldowhatever it takes to
fulfil thatduty.,”hesaid. PTI

UK PM candidate Sunak pledges to
crackdown on Islamist extremism

Biden’s new
abortion order
could fund
interstate trips

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
UNITEDNATIONS,AUGUST3

THE UN nuclear chief warned
that Europe’s largest nuclear
powerplant inUkraine“iscom-
pletelyoutofcontrol”andissued
an urgent plea to Russia and
Ukrainetoquicklyallowexperts
tovisitthesprawlingcomplexto
stabilise the situationandavoid
anuclearaccident.
Rafael Grossi, director gen-

eral of the International Atomic
EnergyAgency, said in an inter-
viewTuesday that the situation
is gettingmore perilous every
dayat theZaporizhzhiaplant in
the southeastern city of
Enerhodar,whichRussiantroops
seizedinearlyMarch,soonafter
theirFeb.24.invasionofUkraine.
“Every principle of nuclear

safety has been violated” at the
plant, he said. “What is at stake
is extremely serious and ex-
tremelygraveanddangerous.”
Grossicitedmanyviolationsof

theplant’ssafety,addingthatit is
“inaplacewhereactivewarison-
going,” near Russian-controlled
territory.Thephysicalintegrityof
theplanthasn’tbeenrespected.
Thereis“aparadoxicalsitua-

tion” inwhich the plant is con-
trolled by Russia, but its
Ukrainianstaff continues to run
itsnuclearoperations, leadingto
inevitablemoments of friction
andallegedviolence,hesaid.

Ukraine nuclear
plant is ‘out of
control’, warns
IAEA chief

THE2019KansasSCdeci-
sionprotectingabortion
rightsblockedalawthat
bannedthemostcommon
second-trimesterproce-
dure,andanotherlawim-
posingspecialhealthregu-
lationsonabortion
providersalsoisonhold.

Whatwas
theKanas
lawE●EX
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How Taiwan’s chips play a decisive role
THENEWYORKTIMES
AUGUST3

AHUNDREDmiles of typhoon-
swept sea from China’s south-
easterncoast,astringofcolossal
factories in Taiwan churns out
themost important electronic
devicesonEarth.
The tiny, intricate chips that

give life to phones, computers,
cars,satellitesandalmostevery-
thing elsewith a power source
areatthecentreoftheeconomic
contest between the US and
China,arivalrythatisshapingthe
futureoftechnologyworldwide.
The issue loomed in the

backdrop of Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’svisittotheislanddemoc-
racyonWednesday,asshespoke
with the head of one of the
biggest power players in chips,
Taiwan Semiconductor
ManufacturingCompany.
Today’s cutting-edge chips

are mostly made in Taiwan,
where the two powers are en-
tangled in a geopolitical tug of
war over the island’s future. In
Washington, Beijing and Taipei,
diplomaticandmilitarycalcula-
tions are interlinkedwith con-
cerns about the supply chains
without which the modern
worldmightcometoahalt.
Tech companies on both

sides of the Pacific rely heavily
on Taiwan Semiconductor
ManufacturingCompany,theis-
land’sbiggestsiliconfoundry,to
craft the high-performance
chips that render graphics in
video games and give smart-
phones their smarts.
Taiwanese leadershavema-

neuvered for decades in the
narrow space between
AmericanandChineseinterests.
Now, they face an even more
precarious balancing actMany
Taiwanese businesses rely on
Chinafortheir livelihoods,even
if theysupporttheisland’spres-
ident instandinguptoBeijing’s
pugilisticbehaviour.

SRI LANKATORESUME IMFTALKS

SriLankaPresidentRanilWickremesinghe,PMDinesh
GunawardenaandSpeakerMahindaYapaAbeywardenaat
the inaugurationof anewsessionofParliament.Reuters

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
COLOMBO,AUGUST3

PRESIDENT RANIL
WickremesingheonWednesday
thanked India and Prime
MinisterNarendraModi for giv-
ingSriLanka“abreathof life”by
providingtimelyeconomicassis-
tancetohiscountryasitfacedthe
worsteconomiccrisisindecades.
Wickremesinghemadethere-

markswhileaddressingaceremo-
nialsittingofParliamentwhichre-
convenedonWednesdayafter a
seven-dayadjournment.
“I wish to speciallymention

theassistanceprovidedbyIndia,
our closest neighbour, in our ef-
fortsofeconomicrevitalisation,”
hesaid.“ThegovernmentofIndia
undertheleadershipofPMModi
has given us a breath of life. On
behalf of my people and that of
my own, I convey our gratitude
toPMModi,theGovernmentand
peopleof India,”
Thecountryiscurrentlyhold-

ing talkswith the IMFandother

foreigncountriesonfinancialaid
totideoverthecurrenteconomic
crisis. Hesaiddebtrestructuring
plan is in its final stagesof being
prepared and the economic re-
structuring planwould be out-
linedintheinterimbudgettobe
presented soon. Presenting his
policystatement,he invited par-
tiestoformaunitygovernment.

Colombo: Sri Lanka’s
Supreme Court on
Wednesdayextendeduntil
August11theoverseastravel
banonformerPMMahinda
Rajapaksa andhis younger
brother and former finance
minister Basil Rajapaksa,
whoarewidely blamed for
the current economic crisis
in the island nation. On
August1,thecountry’sapex
court had extended until
August4. PTI

TRAVELBANONBASIL
MAHINDANOWTILLAUG11

India’s timely aid
gave us breath of life:
Ranil thanks Modi

New Delhi
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DIPR/c/10173/2022

PWD2220WSOBO3279 to 03285

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
PWD CIRCLE BARAN

File No: 1466 Date : 28/07/2022

Notice Inviting Bid
Bids for “Construction of New Government women college at
Kelwara (Kishanganj)” NIT No. 05/2022-23 are invited from
interested bidders up to 6.00 PM on 31.08.2022. Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the
state departmental website.
The approximate value of the procurement is Rs. 346.50 lac.
UBN No. :- PWD2223WSOB05049

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

PWD Circle BaranDIPR/C/10175/2022

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR.
BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 205/2022-23

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f (÷Y.)
Construction of B.Sc. Nursing College & Hostels Building at Nathdwara in Distt. Rajasamand. UBN: RRC2223WLOB00471 1457.63 Lakh
Construction of New ITI Building at Sarmathura Distt. Dholpur. UBN: RRC2223WLOB00467 658.11 Lakh
Construction of New ITI Building at Weir District Bharatpur. UBN: RRC2223WLOB00472 663.21 Lakh
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NewDelhi: The promoter of be-
leaguered carrier SpiceJet, Ajay
Singh,isunderstoodtobeindis-
cussionswithamid-easterncar-
rierandanIndianconglomerate
for a possible stake sale in the
low-cost airline, persons famil-
iar with the development indi-
cated. Singh, who is also the
CMD,holdsafairlylargestakeof
close to 60 per cent in SpiceJet,
whichhasaccumulatedlossesof
anestimatedRs5,000croreand
anegativenetworth.
Theairlinehasbeenbleeding

andneedsheavycapitalinfusion.
“The new promoters would
need to inject a large amountof
capital to revive thebusiness. In
thiscontext, theequityhas little
value,” ananalystexplained.
The SpiceJet stock rallied on

Wednesdayafterthenewsofthe

prospective sale broke and
endedatRs 50.05 apiece on the
BSE, up 12.73 per cent over the
previousclose.Whencontacted,
a spokesperson for the airline
said:“Thecompanycontinuesto
beindiscussionswithvariousin-
vestors to secure sustainable fi-
nancingandwillmakeappropri-
ate disclosures in accordance
withapplicableregulations.” FE

BRIEFLY
ViQ1loss
NewDelhi:Vodafone Idea’s
(Vi) Q1 consolidated loss
narrowed to `7,296.7 crore.
It also saidRavinderTakkar
will take over as chairman
from August 19, and
HimanshuKapaniawillquit
asnon-executivechairman.

Irdai,investment
NewDelhi: Irdai revisedno-
rmsforinsurersandcreated
a separate limit for invest-
mentinREITandInvITunits.
PublicholdinginInvIT/REIT
shouldn’t be under 30% of
the total outstanding units
oftheInvIT/REITatthetime
of investment, itsaid.

I-Tsearches
NewDelhi: The I-T depart-
ment found black income
of over `150 crore in raids
onJuly27at44premisesof
business groups that run
hospitals in Haryana and
Delhi-NCR, theCBDTsaid.

FinMingrant
NewDelhi:TheFinanceMin-
istryreleasedfifthinstalme-
ntofrevenuedeficitgrantof
`7,183croreto14states.

Airtel5Grollout
NewDelhi:Airtel inked 5G
networkpactswithEricsson,
Nokia & Samsung to start
deploymentthismonth.PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST3

INANOTHERcaseof taxevasion
against a Chinese cellphone
maker, the FinanceMinistry on
Wednesday said that the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has detected
customsdutyevasionofaround
Rs 2,217 crore by Vivo India, a
subsidiary of China-based Vivo
CommunicationTechnology.
Ashowcausenoticehasbeen

issued to the company formis-
declaration that resulted in al-
legedwrongful availmentof in-
eligibledutyexemptionbenefits
by Vivo India, amounting to Rs
2,217crore.Queriessent toVivo
IndiabyThe IndianExpresswere
unsansweredbypress time.
“Duringthecourseof investi-

gation,searcheswereconducted
by DRI officers at the factory
premises of M/s Vivo India,
which led to the recovery of in-
criminatingevidenceindicating
wilfulmis-declarationinthede-
scription of certain items im-
portedbyM/sVivoIndia, foruse
in the manufacture of mobile
phones.Thismis-declarationre-
sulted inwrongful availment of
ineligibledutyexemptionbene-
fits byM/s Vivo India, amount-
ingtoRs2,217crore,”theFinance
Ministry statement said.
It added that the company

has“voluntarilydeposited”Rs60
crore towardsdischargeof their
differentialduty liability.

VivoMobile India Pvt Ltd, or
Vivo India, is a subsidiary com-
pany of Vivo Communication
TechnologyCo Ltd,Guangdong,
China, and is engaged in the
business of manufacturing, as-
sembling, wholesale trading as
well as distribution of mobile
handsetsandaccessories.
Lastmonth, inanothersetof

investigationsconductedbythe
DRI, a showcause notice de-
mandingadutyofRs4,389crore
was issued to Oppo Mobiles
IndiaPvtLtd.Thetaxauthorities
hadallegeddutyevasionbymis-
declaration of imports by Oppo
Indiaalongwithallegingthatthe
company hasmade provisions
forpaymentof “royalty”and“li-
cence fee” to variousmultina-
tional companies, including
those based in China, in lieu of
use of proprietary technology/
brand/IPR licenceetc.

`60CR ‘VOLUNTARILYDEPOSITED’BYCO

■TheDirectorateof
Revenue Intelligence
issuedashowcause
notice toVivoMobile
IndiaPvtLtd for
misdeclarationthat
led toallegedwrongful
availmentof ineligible
dutyexemption
benefitsamounting to
`2,217crore

DETAILS OF
SHOWCAUSE

‘`2,217-cr Customs
duty evasion’: DRI
notice to Vivo India

FY22: Over `2.54L cr spent
on Central govt pensioners
More than `2.54 lakh crore was spent on nearly 70 lakh
central government pensioners in FY22, government
informed Parliament onWednesday

69,76,240:
Total number of pensioners
and family pensioners who
received pension in financial
year 2021-22, Jitendra
Singh, Minister of State
for Personnel, told the
Lok Sabha

`2,54,284.4cr:
Totalexpenditure incurredon
thesepensioners inFY22
Source:Governmentdata

DEPARTMENT NO.OFPENSIONERS EXPENDITURE
&FAMILYPENSIONERS

Defence* 36,03,609 `1,21,983.9cr
Railways 14,82,223 `51,935.24cr
Civil 11,28,441 `64,684.44cr
Telecom 4,32,968 `14,895cr
Postal 3,28,999 `785.82cr

*includingArmedForcesPensioners, Civilian&DefenceCivilian

‘SpiceJet CMD Singh
in talks to pare stake’

AJAYSINGH
CMD, SpiceJet File

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

SERVICES SECTOR lostmomen-
tum in July as demandwas cur-
tailedbycompetitivepressures,el-
evatedinflationandunfavourable
weather,amonthlysurveysaidon
Wednesday.
The seasonally adjusted S&P

GlobalIndiaServicesPMIBusiness
ActivityIndexfellfrom59.2inJune
to55.5inJuly,pointingtotheslow-
estrateofgrowthinfourmonths.
For the 12th straightmonth,

the services sectorwitnessedan
expansioninoutput.InPurchasing
Managers’Index(PMI)parlance,a
print above50meansexpansion
while a score below50denotes
contraction.
As per the survey, service

providers that reported higher
salesinJulymentionedfavourable
demand conditions and fruitful
advertising.However,growthwas

dampenedby fiercecompetition
andunfavourableweather,survey
participantssaid.
According to Pollyanna De

Lima, economicsassociatedirec-
tor at S&P Global Market
Intelligence, therewasa “notice-
able loss ofmomentum for the
Indian service economy as de-
mandwassomewhatcurtailedby
competitivepressures,elevatedin-
flationandunfavourableweather.
Bothoutputandsalesincreasedat
the weakest rates for four
months”.Thedomesticmarketre-
mained the key source of sales
growthas internationaldemand
for Indianservicesworsenedfur-
ther,thesurveysaid.
Meanwhile, business senti-

mentintheserviceeconomywas
subduedinJulyasonly5percent
of companies forecast output

growthintheyearahead,whilea
vastmajorityoffirms(94percent)
predictnochange inbusinessac-
tivityfrompresentlevels.
On the prices front, services

companies reporteda further in-
crease in their averageexpenses
duringJuly,withfood, fuel,mate-
rials,staff,retailandtransportation
cited as the key sources of infla-
tionarypressures.Inputcostsrose
sharply,thoughattheslowestpace
infivemonths.
“Thesubtleeasingincostinfla-

tionarypressurestoafive-month
lowwasalsowelcomedbyserv-
ices firms struggling topreserve
margins and contributed to a
softer rise inprices charged. Yet,
surveyparticipantsagainreported
considerablestrainfromfood,fuel,
input,labour,retailandtransporta-
tioncosts,”Limasaid.WITHPTI

DEMANDPRESSURE

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST3

IN Amove that will ensure
more flowof data about tax-
payerstoauthoritiesandhelp
in higher compliance, the
turnover threshold for e-in-
voicinghasbeenhalved toRs
10croreeffectiveOctober1this
year under the Goods and
ServicesTax(GST)regime.

Whathasbeendecided
about loweringthe
thresholdfore-invoice?
Businesses with annual

turnoverofRs10croreormore
willhavetogener-
ate e-invoices for
B2B transactions
from October 1
thisyear fromthe
existingthreshold
of Rs 20 crore.
Pursuant to GST
Council’sdecision
to introduce e-invoicing in a
phasedmanner, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) onAugust 1
notifiedloweringthee-invoice
thresholdtoRs10crore.
TheGST Council had ap-

proved the standard of e-in-
voice in its37thmeetingheld
onSeptember20, 2019. E-in-
voicing for business-to-busi-
ness (B2B) transactionswas
mademandatory for compa-
nieswith turnoverof overRs
500 crore from October 1,
2020, which was then ex-
tendedtothosewithturnover
of overRs100crore effective
January1, 2021. FromApril 1,
2021, companies with
turnover of over Rs 50 crore
were generating B2B e-in-
voices, and the thresholdwas
broughtdown toRs20 crore
beginningApril 1, 2022. The
CBICplanstofurtherlowerthe
thresholdfore-invoicegener-
ationtoRs5crore.

What ise-invoice
generationunderGST?
Thee-InvoiceSystemisfor

GSTregisteredpersonsforup-
loadingalltheB2Binvoicesto
theInvoiceRegistrationPortal
(IRP). The IRP generates and
returns a unique Invoice
ReferenceNumber(IRN),dig-
itallysignede-invoiceandQR
codetotheuser.Afterfollow-
ing the ‘e-invoicing’ process,

the invoice copy (with QR
Code containing inter alia,
IRN) issued by the notified
supplier to buyer is com-
monly referred to as ‘e-in-
voice’. SEZ units, insurance,
banking (including NBFCs),
goods transport agency

(transporting
goods by road in
goods carriage),
passenger trans-
port services,
multiplexcinema
admissions are
exempted from
e-invoicesystem.

AGST invoice is termedvalid
onlywithavalidIRN.

Whatdoesthe loweringof
thresholds fore-invoice
signify?
Aspergovernmentauthor-

ities,thee-invoicesystemwill
helptocurbtheactionsofun-
scrupulous taxpayers and re-
duce the number of fraud
casesasthetaxauthoritieswill
have access to data in real-
time. The basic aim behind
adoptionof e-invoice system
bytaxdepartmentsisabilityto
pre-populatethereturnandto
reducethereconciliationprob-
lems.Taxexpertssaidthislow-
eringofthethresholdwillhelp
curbtaxevasion.
“Themove to reduce the

turnover threshold and in-
creasetheambitofe-invoicing
ismainly aimedat resolving
mismatcherrorsandchecking
tax evasion. Considering the
timelines, concerned busi-
nesseswill have to rampup
their IT systems to comply
with thee-invoicingnorms,”
EYsaid.
MSMani,partner,Deloitte

Indiasaidthereductionofthe
e-invoicingthresholdwillfur-
ther expand theGST taxbase
andprovidemoredata to the
taxauthoritiesenablingbetter
compliance.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

SECTORWATCH
TAXATION

RAJESHKURUP
MUMBAI,AUGUST3

UBER TECHNOLOGIES exited
Zomato throughablockdeal on
Wednesday, selling its entire 7.8
percentstakeinthefooddelivery
aggregator for about Rs 3,087
crore.ThedealwasexecutedatRs
50.44ashare.
Thebuyersincludedglobalin-

vestment and venture capital
firms suchasKeysquareCapital,
James Street, TempletonGlobal,
FMR and Mirae Asset Global

Investments,amongothers.British
assetmanagementfirmSchroders
andUSassetmanagerBlackRock

also took part in the block deal,
sourcestoldFE.
Domestic funds (investors in

rupee terms) included ICICI
Prudential Mutual Fund, ICICI
PrudentialLifeInsurance,Nippon
India Mutual Fund, Avendus
Capital,HDFCLifeInsurance,New
Horizon and Templeton’s local
armamongothers.
BofA Securitieswas the sole

bookrunnertothedeal.
Theblockdealcomesafterthe

one-year lock-in-period for pre-
IPOshareholdersofZomatoended
onJune23. FE

Uber exits Zomato via block deal

■Thee-Invoice
Systemis forGST
registeredpersons
foruploadingallB2B
invoices to Invoice
RegistrationPortal

THESYSTEM

Why has turnover
threshold for GST
e-invoicing been
halved from Oct 1 61

58

55

52

49

46

43
July ’21 July ’22

Manufacturing Service

45.4

55.3 56.4

55.5

Note:Readingbelow50
suggests contractionand
above it indicatesexpansion;
Source:PMIbyS&PGlobal

PMI SERVICES INDEX

Pricerisebites:Servicessector
growthfalls to4-mth lowinJul

Bengaluru: Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) president
SanjivBajajonWednesdayasked
the Central government to con-
template reducing the personal
incometaxratestospureconomic
activities.
Thebusiness tycoon said the

nation’sunderlyinggrowthdriv-
ers are strong and the economy
wouldgrowintherangeof7.4-8.2
percentinthenextfiscal.
“Puttingmoremoney in the

pocketsoftheconsumersisofvi-
tal importance to revive con-
sumption demand in the econ-
omy. The government should
contemplate a reduction in the
ratesofpersonalincometaxinits
nextpushforreformasthiswould

increasedisposableincomesand
revive the demand cycle,” Bajaj,
whoischiefmanagingdirectorof
Bajaj Finserv, said in apress con-
ference. Hewas speaking to re-
porters aspart of theCII’s theme
2022-23 ‘Beyond India @75:
Growthcompetitiveness,sustain-
abilityandinternationalisation’.
“TheCentral and state capex

arerisingandtaxbuoyancywould
support growth in FY23.Hence,
onbalance,CIIhasretainedIndia’s
GDPforecastinarangeof7.4to8.2
percentinFY23,”Bajajsaid.
He also said the CII believes

thatthereisalotthatindustryand
CIIcoulddothemselvesintaking
Indiatoa$40trilliongoalpostby
2047. PTI

CII president bats for
cut in personal income
tax to revive demand

STAKE SOLD

■Uberhassold itsentire
7.8percentstake inZomato
foraboutRs3,087crore.
Thedealwasexecutedat
Rs50.44ashare

7.8%

New Delhi



THESPEAKERof theUnited StatesHouse of
RepresentativesNancyPelosiarrivedinTaiwan
on Tuesday for what she called a show of
American solidaritywith the island, defying
repeatedwarningsfromBeijingandfuellinga
newroundofUS-Chinatensions.Thisvisittook
place at a timewhenUS-China relations are
thepoorestindecades.
InaphonecallwithPresidentJoeBidenlast

week,PresidentXiJinpinghadwarnedtheUS
against any unilateral moves that would
changetheislandstatus.“Thosewhoplaywith
firewillperishbyit.ItishopedthattheUSwill
beclear-eyedaboutthis,”hehadsaid.
ChinaviewsPelosi’s visit as a serious vio-

lationofthe“OneChina”principleandthepro-
visions of the threeChina-US joint commu-
niqués. This, according to Beijing, gravely
underminespeaceandstability intheregion,
and sends awrong signal to the “separatist
forcesforTaiwanindependence”.

WhatisOneChinaPrincipleandOne
ChinaPolicy?
It is importanttodistinguishbetweenthe

OneChina Principle (yige zhongguo yuanze)
andtheOneChinaPolicy(yizhongzhengce)to
understandthecross-TaiwanStraitproblems.
ThePeople’s Republic of China (PRC) follows
theOneChinaPrinciple,acorebeliefthatsees
TaiwanasaninalienablepartofChina,withits
solelegitimategovernmentinBeijing.TheUS
acknowledgesthispositionbutnotnecessar-
ilyitsvalidity.
The US follows the One China Policy—

meaningthatthePRCwasandistheonlyChina,
withnorecognition for theRepublicof China
(ROC,Taiwan)asaseparatesovereignentity.At
thesametime, theUSrefuses togive intothe
PRC’s demands to recognise Chinese sover-
eigntyoverTaiwan—itonlyacknowledgesthe
ChinesepositionthatTaiwanisapartofChina.
“Theword‘acknowledge’isdeterminative

for theUS,”WarrenChristopher,whowasUS
Deputy Secretary of State under President
JimmyCarter, toldaSenatehearingwhenthe
Chineseattemptedtochangeitto“recognise”.
TheUShasstucktothispositioneversince—

andusedthe“strategicambiguity”thatitcre-
ates tomaintain the statusquoandpreserve
stabilityintheTaiwanStrait.

WhatisthegenesisoftheChina-Taiwan
tensions?
TheROCwasfoundedin1912followingthe

collapse of the Qing dynasty and the 1911
Revolution.DrSunYat-sen,whoassumedthe
presidencyoftheROC,wassoonsucceededby
Yuan Shikai. Taiwanwas at the time under
Japanese colonial rule, havingbeencededby
the Qing following the 1895 Treaty of
Shimonoseki.AfterthedefeatofJapaninWorld
WarII,theROCgovernment
beganexercisingjurisdiction
overTaiwanin1945.
After the communists

won the civil war on the
mainland,MaoZedongpro-
claimedthefoundingof the
People’s Republic with its
capitalinBeijingonOctober
1, 1949. ThatDecember, af-
ter the PLA advanced into
Sichuan province, Chiang
Kai-shek, one of Sun Yat-
sen's lieutenants, retreated
totheislandofTaiwanalong
withsome2millionnation-
alistsoldiers.
TheROChas exercised effective jurisdic-

tionoverthemainislandandseveraloutlying
islands ever since, leavingTaiwanandChina
under the ruleof different governments. The
TaiwanStraitisonly130kmatitsshortestdis-
tance, and themainland city of Xiamen in
Fujian is only2kmfromtheTaiwanese-con-
trolledislandofKinmen.
Until the1970s, theUSandmostWestern

governments recognised theROCas thegov-
ernmentofallofChina.TheUSandPRCestab-
lisheddiplomaticrelationsonJanuary1,1979,
almost30yearsafterthecommunistscameto
power.Therehavebeenthreeinstancesofdis-
turbances in theTaiwanStrait, in1954, 1958,

and1995-96,butpeacehaslargelybeenmain-
tainedduetoAmerican“strategicambiguity”.

Sowhathaschangednow?Howdidwe
gethere?
Domesticpolicyaspectsofall threecoun-

tries—Taiwan,China,andtheUS—havecon-
tributedtotoday’ssituation.
CHINA: In 2015, China initiated path-

breakingmilitaryreformstoconvert thePLA
into a world-class force by 2049. One of
China’sstatednationalsecurityobjectiveshas
been “reunification with Taiwan”. In his
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) Centenary

speech last year, President
Xi said, “Resolving the
Taiwanquestionandrealis-
ingChina’scompletereuni-
ficationisahistoricmission
and an unshakable com-
mitmentoftheCommunist
PartyofChina.”
Since September 2020,

Chinahasroutinelysentair-
craft into Taiwan’s air de-
fence identification zone
(ADIZ). Meanwhile, be-
tween 2018 and 2020, Xi
dropped theword “peace-
ful”whilereferringtoreuni-

ficationwithTaiwan, underlininghis aggres-
sive approach to territorial disputes
everywhere.
TAIWAN: In 2016, the Democratic

ProgressiveParty(DPP)candidateTsaiIng-wen
was elected President. OnDecember 2 that
year, she initiated a telephonic conversation
withthenUSPresidentelectDonaldTrump—
thefirsttimesince1979thatthetwocountries
spokeatthatlevel.
UndertheTsaiadministration,US-Taiwan

relations warmed. In March 2018, Trump
signedintolawtheTaiwanTravelAct,which
allowed American officials to step up ex-
changeswithTaiwan.Overthelastsixyears,
theUShas approvedmultiple sales of arms

to Taiwan— including 108M1A2T Abrams
tanks, Hercules armoured vehicles, heavy
equipment transporters, rocket launchers,
sensors,artilleryand,mostimportantly,66F-
16Viper fighter jets.
China views all of this asUS attempts to

use Taiwan to contain the PRC’s “peaceful
rise”,emboldening“Taiwan’spro-independ-
ence separatist activities”, and “impacting
cross-straitharmony.”
UNITEDSTATES:Taiwan is just one as-

pect of theworsening geopolitical checker-
board between the US and China.
Antagonisticstancesonsecurity,economics,
technology, and ideology have crystallised
undertheBidenAdministration,withlimited
roomforadjustment.TheUShascarriedout
a diplomatic boycott of the BeijingWinter
Olympics,addedmoreChinesecompaniesto
its trade restriction list, and Congress has
passedabilltocounterChina’shumanrights
abuses inXinjiang.
The TrumpAdministration had opened

amoreconfrontationalera inrelationswith
China, and Biden has concretised this ap-
proachbysigningtheAUKUStrilateralsecu-
rity pactwith the UK and Australia, and in-
creasing Quad coordination with Japan,
India, and Australia to limit Beijing’s influ-
ence in the Indo-Pacific region.
FollowingtheRussianinvasionofUkraine,

therewas concern inWestern capitals over
whetherChinacouldcarryoutsimilaractionin
Taiwan. Against this background, Speaker
Pelosi’s trip to Taiwanhas led some security
scholarstopredictafourthTaiwanStraitCrisis.

Wheredowegofromhere?
ThisisacaseofChinatryingtodeterTaiwan

byusingpunishmentandTaiwanandtheUS
pushingback against Chinese aggressionus-
ingdenial techniques.China is likely tomake
surethatitpunishesTaiwantotheextentthat
visitssuchasPelosi'saredeterredinthefuture.
Thismight includeeconomicmeasures, lim-
itedmilitarymeasures for signalling, select
diplomaticmeasuresacrossbilateralandmul-
tilateralforums,andoffensivecybercoercion.
In response,TaiwanandtheUSwill likely

continuetobuilddenialdefensivecapabilities
so that China’s aggression isnot encouraged.
TheUSwillalsocontinuesignallingitsincreas-
ingpresenceandresolveintheregionbycon-
ducting freedomof navigation operations
(FONOPs) in theTaiwanStrait and the South
ChinaSea,butat thesametime,keep linesof
communicationopenwithBeijingtoavoidun-
intendedescalations.
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SIMPLYPUT

Taiwan, China, and the US
AsChinabristlesatUSHouseofRepresentativesSpeakerNancyPelosi’svisit toTaiwan,wheredothethree
countriesstandontheIndo-Pacificcheckerboard?Howdidtheygetthere,andwherearetheyheaded?
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How Mirabai Chanu, 49 kg, could lift 113 kg

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI, AUGUST3

“YOURWINDPIPE is compressed, so you
can’t breathe. Your nervous system practi-
cally stops functioning, sonosignal reaches
your brain. You start feeling dizzy. Then,
there’s a completeblackout.”
This is Sathish Sivalingam, a 2014 and

2018CommonwealthGamesgoldmedallist,
describingwhataweightlifter’sbodyexpe-
riences while lifting iron that is twice or
thrice theirbodyweight.
In the last fewdays, India’sweightlifters

havemade it lookeasy.OnSaturday,Mirabai
Chanu,whoweighsamere49kg,lifted113kg
in clean and jerk en route to her goldmedal.
Thenextday,JeremyLalrinnunga,whoweighs
66kg,snatched140kgtosetaCommonwealth
Gamesrecord.Andlaterthatevening,Achinta
Sheuli,weighing73kg, hoistedweights that
were almost two-and-a-half timesmore to
completeIndia’sgoldmedalhat-trick.
They did itwith incredible nonchalance

andgrace, betrayingwhat their bodieswere
actuallygoingthrough.
“When someone likeMirabai,who is 49

kg,holdsabarbellweighing119kg(herworld
recordliftincleanandjerk)atherthroat,how

doyoubreathe?Theentirebodygoesnumb,”
said Sivalingam, a formernational andCWG
record holder. “It’s insanely tough.” The rea-
sonlifterslikeJeremyandMirabaimadeitlook
soeasy,Sivalingamsays, is the“thousandsof
hours” they’ve logged behind the scenes to
perfecttheir technique.

Thethreepulls—whereprecisionof
techniqueiseverything
Jeremy, said Sivalingam,has a “95%”per-

fect technique in the snatch segment— the
firstpartofthecompetitionwherethebarbell
hastobeliftedabovetheheadinonesmooth
motion. “The (remaining) 5% cent is not his
fault. During a competition, there are small
thingsthataren’tperfect—thepositionofyour
elbow,yourheadmightpushalittleforward...
thesethingsalwayshappen,”saidSivalingam,
partof thenationalcampinPatiala.
Mirabai, he added, has a near-perfect

clean-and-jerk, a two-part lift inwhich the
barbellfirsthastobebroughttotheshoulders
andthenjerkedoverheadtoarm’s length.
Sivalingambroke downa snatch lift into

three key elements to explainwhy Jeremy’s
techniqueis“almostflawless”.Withthe“first
pull”,thebarbellhastobeliftedfromthefloor
up to roughly themid-thigh height. At this
point, the “secondpull” is initiated,which is

toelevatethebarbellusinglegsandhips,from
themid-thighpositiontoafullyextendedpo-
sition. And lastly, the “third pull” or “receiv-
ing” phase,where the lifter requires “explo-
sivespeed”togounderthebarbell.
“Often,thefirstpullisdecisive.Whenyou

pullthebarbell fromthefloor, ithastobeata
90° angle. If it’smore than that, say around
100°, you’ll fall backward and if it’s less than
that,70°or80°,thenyouwon’tbeabletoper-
forma full extension for the secondpull, the
rodwill get locked and you’ll fall forward,”
Sivalingamexplained.
A trainedeye, like theonesof chief coach

Vijay Sharma and assistant coach Sandeep
Kumar,headded,willsimplylookatthebody

position— “for example, the position of the
spineortheglutes”—duringthefirstpulland
inmicroseconds,will beable to tellwhether
theliftwillbesuccessful.
Jeremy,hesays,hasmasteredthefirstpull,

largelybecauseofhislowcentreofgravity.“His
feetnevercomeoff theplatform,notevenfor
asplit-second.So,heisabletomaintainhispo-
sitionandhisbalanceisalmostalwaysperfect.”

Shorterliftershavesomeadvantage—
butthereareexceptions
At5’7”, Jeremy is so far the tallest among

thefourgoldmedallistsattheCWG,withoth-
ersrangingbetween5feetand5’6”.Mirabai,
itmustbeunderlined, is just4’8”.Eventhose

competing in heavierweight classes usually
areshorter fortheircategories.
At a fundamental level, the argument is

thatshorterliftershaveanadvantage.Ifalifter
has long arms, the barbell has to travel that
muchfartherfromtheflooruntil thepointof
full extension for a valid lift. Similarly, if the
legsarelong,squatsbecometougher.
“I amcareful togeneralisebutduringmy

yearsofcompetingatanationallevel,theone
thing I have observed is that lifters from the
Northeast tend todowellbecause theyhave
smallerlimbs,relativelyspeaking,”Sivalingam
said. “At an international level, the Chinese
tendtodominatebecauseof thisreason.”
Heunderlined,however, that this isnota

universal truth—andpointed to the excep-
tions. “In India,wehaveGurpreetSinghwho
is6’5”,weighs145or150kg,butlifts incredi-
blywell.Andataninternationallevel,wehave
LashaTalakhadze(ofGeorgia)whoisalmost
6’6”or6’7”,weighsclose to200kg, and isan
Olympicchampion.”
Itcomesdowntotechnique,hesaid,espe-

ciallyincleanandjerk,thetougherof thetwo
segments because “you are lifting heavier
weights, inmultiplemotions,whichputs the
bodyunderalotofstress”.Hecitedtheexam-
pleofMirabai,aworldrecordholderinthe49-
kgclean-and-jerk.Atthe2014CWG,shelifted
95kgtofinishsecond.Intheeightyearssince,
shehasadded24kgtothatby“improvingher
technique, and conditioningof several small
tissues,whichcantakeuptofouryears”.

Youcan’tbeatgravitybutyoucantrickit
—soyoudon’tblackout
At thesametime,Mirabaialsodeveloped

astrongphysiqueandworkedonherbreath-
ingskillstobeabletodealwiththeamountof
pressureherbody comesunderwhile lifting
ironthat’smorethantwiceherbodyweight.
Here,Sivalingamsaid, liftingandbreath-

ingtechniquesbecomecrucial.Liftingheavy
weights,hesaid,canshutdownthenervous
systemand constrict thewindpipe,making
breathingdifficult.
“So,thetechniqueatthatstageis,afteryou

havecarriedthebarbellfromthefloortoyour
shoulder,youletitrestforacoupleofseconds.
Atthatpoint,youarestandingstraight.So,you
lift the barbell slightly, before executing the
jerk,andinthatfractionofasecondwhenyou
lift the rod up, you consume amaximum
amountofairsothebodyrefreshes.Youhave
todoall this inthreeorfourseconds.”
The timing, he added, is critical. “When I

amlifting170kg,eachandeverysecondmat-
ters.If Iletitrestonmyshoulderforoneextra
second, I feel like I amholding 250 kg. After
twoseconds,itfeelslike250kgandafterthree,
I feel like I amholding 500 kg. Your calories
are burning, face turns red and gravity is
pullingyoudown,”hesaid.
Butwhileyoucan’tbeatgravity,Sivalingam

addedphilosophically,youcanindeedtrickit.
“Youare crumblingunder theweight. So, in-
stead of fighting back, you godownabit by
bendingyourknees.Andthenstraightenthem
vigorously.Whenyoudothat,youcapturethe
momentumandcompletethelift,”hesaid.
“WhatmakesMirabai great and Jeremy

the next big thing? It’s these little things—
the ability to stick to their technique even
when their nervous system stops and they
areblackingout.”

Howdoweightlifters likeBirminghamheroes
Chanu,LalrinnungaandSheuli lift several times
theirbodyweight? It’sabout techniqueand
trickinggravity; sometimes, asmall staturehelps

MirabaiChanu’s liftof 113kgwonhergoldat theCommonwealthGames. PTI
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INDIA IS closelymonitoring themove-
mentofaChinese“spyship”thatisonits
way to Sri Lanka and will dock at
Hambantotaport aroundAugust11. The
trip comes at a timewhen Sri Lanka is
battling a severe economic crisis, and
India is learnt to have lodged a verbal
protest against theship’svisit.
THE SHIP: The Yuan Wang 5 is a

Chineseresearchandsurveyvessel.Yuan
Wang-classshipsareusedtotracksatel-
lite, rocket and intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) launches. China has
around seven of these, capable of oper-
atingthroughoutthePacific,Atlantic,and
Indian oceans. The ships supplement
Beijing’s land-based trackingstations.
TheYuanWang5wasbuilt atChina’s

JiangnanShipyardanditenteredservice
inSeptember2007.The222-metre-long,
25.2-metre-widevesselhasstate-of-the-
art tracking technology. Its lastmonitor-
ing mission was the launch of China’s
LongMarch5Brocket.Itwasalsorecently
involved inmaritimemonitoring of the
launchofChina’sTiangongspacestation’s
first labmodule.
WHY THE TRIP: According to the

Belt & Road Initiative Sri Lanka (BRISL),
theYuanWang5will enterHambantota
port—astrategicallyimportantdeep-sea
portdevelopedmostlyusing loans from
Beijing—foraweek,andwill likelyleave
onAugust17after replenishment.
“TheYuanWang5will conductsatel-

litecontrolandresearchtrackingofChina’s

satellitesintheNorthWesternpartof the
IndianOcean region throughAugust and
September,”BRISLsaidonitswebsite.
INDIA’SCONCERNS:TheYuanWang

5’s significant aerial reach— reportedly
around 750 km—raises concerns about
the possibility of several ports in Kerala,
TamilNadu,andAndhraPradeshbeingon
China’s radar. Reports have claimed sev-
eralvitalinstallationsinSouthIndiacould
beunderthreatofbeingsnoopedupon.
Lastweek,MinistryofExternalAffairs

spokespersonArindamBagchihadsaid:
“We are aware of reports of a proposed
visit by this vessel to Hambantota in
August… The government carefully
monitors any development having a
bearingonIndia’ssecurityandeconomic
interests and takes all necessarymeas-
ures to safeguard them.”
China’s foreignministry, in a state-

ment reported by Reuters, said: “China
hopes that therelevantpartieswillview
and report on China’s marine scientific
research activities correctly and refrain
from interferingwithnormal and legiti-
matemaritimeactivities.”
India and the US have repeatedly

flaggedconcerns thatChinesecontrolof
Hambantotaportcouldharmtheirinter-
ests in the Indian Ocean by becoming a
hub for thePLANavy.
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A Chinese ‘spy ship’, its trip to
Sri Lanka, and India’s concerns

TheChineseshipYuanWang5. Belt&Road InitiativeSri Lanka

NancyPelosi (left)
withTaiwanese
PresidentTsai
Ing-weninTaipei
onWednesday.
TaiwanPresidentialOffice
viaAP/PTI
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OOTTHHEERRSS

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

I, Pranav Kumar Sharma S/O
Purshottam Sharma born on 3-
April-1978 residing at (R/O) E-803
Plumeria Garden Estate Omicron-
III, have changed my name to
Pranav Sharma vide affidavit
dated 14-07-2022 at
Gautambuddh Nagar2 (U.P) India

0050201488-1

IItt is for general-information
that I,VipinKumar,S/o-
Ramesh,ResidingAt,19-B,Ram-
Nagar Extn.04,Krishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,Declare
that nameofmineandmy-wife
hasbeenwrongly-writtenas
VipinKampani andGeetu
Kampani inmyminor-daughter
GanishaKampani(Aged-
13Years)School-Recordand
Birth-Certificate.Theactual-
nameofmineandmy-wife are
VipinKumar andGeetu
respectively.whichmaybe
amended-accordingly.

0040625454-10

IItt is for general-information
that I,Badli Devi,W/o-Chunnilal
Purohit,Residing
At,14/17,Gali.No.3,East-Azad-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,declare
that nameofminehasbeen
wrongly-writtenasVandana in
myminor-daughterVinita
Purohit(Aged-15Years)School-
Records.Theactual-nameof
mine is Badli Devi.Whichmay
beamended-accordingly.

0040625455-7

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasShivali,D/o
Raj Kumar residing-atG-
26/25,Sector-3,Rohini,North-
West-Delhi,Delhi-110085,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasShivali
Kapoor. 0040625432-6

II,,ZZooyyaaAnsari D/OMr.Ayub
HameedKhanand
Mrs.TabassumKhan,have
changedmy-name,fromZoya
AyubKhan toZoyaAnsari post
mymarriage toOmarZafar
Ansari on 14th-June-2022.My
date-of-birth in all-records is
30-Oct-1992 andmyAadhar-
number is-791171501363, PAN
number is-CKWPK1068A..My
residential-addresspost
marriage is the sameas the
residential-addressofmy
husbandOmarZafarAnsari.

0040625432-8

II,,YYaasshhMadanS/oAshokKumar
R/o F-92, RahejaAtlantis,
Sector-31, Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001,have changedmyname
toYashRajMadan.

0040625432-7

II,,VViinnooddKumar,S/oMohan
Kumar,R/o.B-319,NewSanjay
Amar-ColonyVishwas-Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032,inform
thatmy father namewrongly-
writtenas Suraj Prasad inmy
ESIEC.No.1013941628,but-
father correct-name isMohan
Kumar. 0040625455-9

II,,VVeeeennaaDeviW/o-Pankaj Kumar
Goldy R/o.C-1222-23, Sushant-
Lok,Phase- 1,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-122002,
have changedmyname to
VeenaBhardwaj,for all future
purposes. 0040625430-7

II,,VVIIPPIINNKUMARAGGARWAL,S/O-
KEDARNATH
AGGARWAL,R/O.D-25,
GALI.NO.05, NEAR-VARINDA
RESTURANT, SADATPUR
EXTN,KARAWALNAGAR,NORTH
EASTDELHI-110094,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOVIPIN
AGGARWAL. 0040625430-4

II,,SSuurriinnddeerr Kumar,S/OShri Vir
BhanKukreja,R/OPocket-
21/194-195,First Floor,Sector-
24,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toSurinder
Kukreja. 0040625466-3

II,,SSuunnddaarriiW/o-Munna
Lal,R/o.H.No.S-82/210,Jag
Damba-Camp,T-Hurts,
Malviya-Nagar,NewDelhi-
110017 That inmysaving
accounts.no.8045128912 in
post-office atMalviya-
Nagar,NewDelhimy-namehas
beenwrongly-writtenas
Smt.Sudama insteadof
Sundari,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040625454-8

II,,SSuulleekkhhaaKumari W/o-Manoj
Kumar JhaR/o.T-131,Sidharth
Kunj AppointmentPlot.No.17,
Sector-7,Dwarka,NewDelhi-
110075,have changedmyname
toSulekha Jha. 0040625455-3

II,,SSoowwmmiicckkKumarBiswasS/O
BabluBiswasR/o,Kh.No-
126/2,AshramRoad-20,Point
ColonyBudhpurBijapur,Delhi-
110036,have changedmyname
toSowmickBiswas.

0040625454-1

II,,SShhiikkhhaaW/o-Ashwani
Gupta,R/o-32/8, First-floor
West Patel-Nagar,Delhi
110008,have changedmyname
toShikhaGupta,for all
purposes. 0040625432-2

II,,SShhaalliinniiMittalW/oVikasGupta
R/oA-57A, First Floor,Janta
Colony,Shivaji Vihar,Delhi-
110027,have changedmyname
toShalini Gupta for all
purposes. 0040625432-10

II,,SSaatteennddrraaKumar,S/ouma
Shankar Pathak,H.no-
182,gali.no-4, jawala nagar
shahdaraDelhi-110032,
Changedmyname toSatendra
Pathak. 0040625430-1

II,,SSaannggeeeettaaGoel@Sangita
Rani,W/oSh.Sushil Goel R-
12,Gopal Park,Azadpur, North-
West,Delhi-110033,have
changedmyname,from
SangeetaGoel@SangitaRani
to SangeetaGoel,for all,future
Purposes. 0040625466-5

II DayaDagarW/O, KaranSingh
DagarR/oHouseNo. 146,
Sector-14, Gurgaonhave
changedmyname toDayaRani
Dagar for all purposes.

0040625425-1

II,,SSaannddhhyyaa Singh,W/oSh.Kamal
Mongra, R/o.B-
59,Street.No.18,Chhatarpur
Enclave,Phase-ll,New-Delhi-
110074,That I,have changed the
nameofmy-minor daughter
agedabout-15-years,from
Saanvi Singh toSanvi Singh,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040625454-7

II,,SSaabbiittaa Rani BiswasW/O-Bablu
BiswasR/o,Kh.No-
126/2,AshramRoad-20, Point-
ColonyBudhpurBijapurDelhi-
110036,have changedmyname
toSavitaRani. 0040625454-3

II,,SS..KK.. Gauri,S/oSawanRam,R/o
H.No.C-1-68,West
Enclave,PitamPura,NorthWest
Delhi-110034,have changedmy
name,fromS.K. Gauri to
SharwanKumar,for all
purposes. 0040625456-2

II,,RREENNUU,, D/O.MOHANSINGHBIST,
ADD-L-1-1622/7, ASTHAL-
MANDIRSANGAM-VIHAR,
SOUTHDELHI-110062, changed
myname toRENUBIST,
permanently. 0040625430-2

II,,RReennuukkaa,,DD//oo--VViijjeennddeerr
Singh,R/o.House.No.195,Gali.N
o.1,VipinGarden,
Extension,Uttam-Nagar,New
Delhi-110059,Declare that
nameofmy-mother hasbeen
wrongly-writtenas SUNITA in
my10th-class educational-
CertificatesDocuments,but
my-Mother actual-name is
SUNITADEVI. 0040625455-10

II,,PPrraammoodd S/O-Dalel Singh
R/O,H.No-186&187,2nd-Floor
Block-A,Pocket-3, Sector-
28,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toParmod
Kumar. 0040625454-2

II,,PPrraaddeeeeppKumarBhatia,S/oRaj
KumarBhatia,R/oG-1st
359,Madangir Dr. Ambedkar-
NagarDelhi-110062,Have
ChangeMyNameToPradeep
Bhatia. 0040625455-6

II,,PPRRAAMMAATTHHMMAAKASTURI
RANGAN,R/o-DDA-100,SFS-
SHAKTIAPARTMENTASHOK
VIHARPHASE-3,NORTH-WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110052,CHANGED
MYMINORSONNAME
ATCHYUTKASTURI TO
ATCHYUTKASTURI RANGAN.

0040625430-9

II,,NNaaggaa Sai Somayajula S/oRam
Anjaneyulu SomayajulaR/oH-
3/390, First Floor, Sector-
16,Rohini, NorthWest
Delhi,Delhi-110089declare that
nameofminehasbeen
wronglywrittenasS. NagaSai
andasS.N. Sai,inmyminor son
Vamsi KrishnaSomayajula
aged 16 years School Records
andBirthCertificate,
respectively.Theactual name
ofmine isNagaSai
Somayajula. 0040625455-8

II,,NNAARRIINNDDEERRKUMAR,S/O
DHARAMPALGUPTA,R/O
H.NO.1/6917, NEAR-ARYA
SAMAJMANDIR,EAST
ROHTASHNAGAR, SHAHDARA,
DELHI-110032,HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETONARINDAR
GUPTA. 0040625430-5

II,,MMoohhiitt Gahlot,S/o Sh.Mukesh
Kumar,R/o.H.No-541,Kakrola-
HousingComplex,Kakrola,New
Delhi -110078,Declare that
MukeshKumarandMukesh
KumarGahlot BothareOne&
SamePerson. 0040625454-6

II,,LLaallaa RamS/o-Late Sh.Narayan
R/o-B-2/97,Sector-
20,Rohini,Delhi-110086,have
changed thenameofmy
Minor-Daughter fromAnu to
Annu,permanently.

0040625430-3

II,,KKuummaarrii JyotiW/oBharat
PandeyR/o 131,Gali
No.6,Jeevan,Park Siraspur
Delhi-110042,inform thatmy
nameKumari Jyoti andKm
Jyoti is same,person.

0040625462-2

II,,KKmmSonamLalit D/oSateesh
KumarR/o.Rathora
Khurd,Behsuma,
Meerut(UP).have changedmy
name toSonamGulati.

0040625455-5

II,,KKaammiinnii GuptaW/o-Sheikh
MohdNaqi R/o-350,WhiteRose
Appt, Delhi Gate, Darya-Ganj
Delhi-110002have changedmy
name toKamini Sheikh.

0040625417-1

II,,KKOOKKIILL DUA,W/OSUSHIL
KUMAR,R/O.D-9,SHOPPING
CENTRE,MANSAROVER
GARDENNEWDELHI-
110015,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME,FROMKOKILADUATO
KOKILDUA. 0040625466-2

II,,KKIIRRAANNSHARMA,W/OVIJAY
KUMARSHARMA,R/O
HOUSE.NO.494/3,WARD
NO.4,RAVIDASSNAGAR,
HOSHIARPUR, PUNJAB-
146001,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOKIRANBALA.

0040625430-6

II,,JJaassmmiinn ShahPuri,D/o
Mohinder Pal ShahPuri,R/oA-
29,Block-V,Sector-D, Bhagwati
Vihar,UttamNagar,Delhi-
110059have changedmyname
to JasmineShahpuri.

0040625471-1

II,,JJAAYYAANNTTAASEN,R/o-516,OSIMO
TOWER,MAHAGUN
MASCOT,CROSSING
REPUBLICK,GHAZIABAD,U.P-
201016,inform that in
my,daughter’s school-records
her nameKHETROISHI SEN
wrongly-written instead-of
correct-nameKHETROISHI
SRIJASEN,bothnameare same
person. 0040625430-10

II Birpal S/o-Shri Ant RamSingh
R/o-A-30, Block-A, RajeevNagar
Extn., Phase-2, Begumpur,
Delhi-110086declare-thatmy-
namewrongly-written inmy
Daughter-(Sanjana) 10th-Class
Marksheet as-Veer Pal Singh
insteadof Birpal. 0040625365-1

I,RipuKukreja,W/OSurender
Kukreja,R/OPocket-21/194-
195,First Floor,Sector-
24,Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toRitu
Kukreja. 0040625466-4

II,,RRaajjiinnddeerr KaurD/o Jarnail Singh
&W/oDaljeet SinghR/o 828,
Pocket-D, DilshadGarden,
Delhi-11095 have changedmy
name toRamneekKaur
Sandhu. 0040625456-1

II,,GGuunniikkaaRai,D/oSh.Gulshan
Maggu,R/o.J-4/40,Flat.NO.A-
10,3rd-Floor, Khidki-Extension,
Malviya-Nagar, NewDelhi-
110017,That I have changedmy
name,fromGunikaRai toZoya
andalso Embraced Islam
ReligionandRelinquishHindu
Religionw.e.f. 04/06/2020,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040625454-9

II,,GGuullaammHusanS/o-Mohammad
Isalam,R/oQ-25A,4th-
Floor,BatalaHouse,Jamia-
Nagar,NewDelhi-110025,have
changedmynameGulam
Husain,for all purposes.

0040625466-1

II,,FFaarraahhD/oNawab JaanSaifi
W/oSurender Singh,R/oA5/82B
Janakpuri, Delhi-110058,have
changedmyname to Jasmine
FarahSaifi. 0040625471-2

II,,EExx ServiceNo-12954182M,Rfn
Habibullah Sheikh ,R/O-Dudhi
Machal, Tehsil-Machal,
District- Kupwara. Inmy
Service records thenamesand
DoBofmychildren’s hasbeen
wronglymentionedas
daughter’s asNazaAkhter (Do
B-22-03-2010) andUlfat Akhter
(DoB-24-05-2007) insteadof
NazaBano(DoB-20-03-2008)
andUlfata Jan (DoB-15-03-
2007) andSon’sAamirAhmad
(DoB-07-07-2014) insteadof
AmirAhmadSheikh (DoB-09-
01-2011) respectively .It needs
correction.Objectionsbe filed
toUnit 160 TA (H&H)JAKRIF
within sevendays.

0020443217-1

II,,BBaabblluuKumarBiswasS/O,Nirod
BiswasR/o,Kh.No-
126/2,AshramRoad-20, Point
ColonyBudhpurBijapur,Delhi-
110036 have changedmyname
toBabluBiswas. 0040625454-4

II,,AArrppiittaaDutta SinghD/oA.N.
DuttaR/o-B2/22Agrasen
Apartment Sec-7 Plot-10,
Dwarka, Delhi-110075have
changedmy,name toArpita
Dutta. 0040625417-2

II,,AAnnnnuuW/oHarishSinghR/o-A-
23/1,near Sector-18 Suraj Park
Rohini Delhi-110042 inform that
mynameAnita andAnnu is
sameperson. 0040625462-1

II,,AAnniill KumarGiri,S/o-Janardan
Giri,R/o 149,FloorNo.3,Gali
No.16,Amrit Puri-B,East of
Kailash,SouthDelhi-
110065,inform that inmyson’s
(RaunakKumarGiri)10thClass
(Roll No.14270386)& 12th-Class
(Roll No.14631112)
Marksheet/Certificatemy
namehaswronglywrittenas
Anil Kumar insteadofAnil
KumarGiri. 0040625471-3

II,,AAVVIINNAASSHHCHANDERMAHAJAN
S/0-HANSRAJMAHAJANR/0-J-
15RESERVE-BANKENCLAVE-
PASCHIMVIHAR,DELHI-
110063,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOAVINASHMAHAJAN.

0040625432-1

II,,AANNIILL KUMARS/o-FIRANGI LAL
R/o-O- 388/1,FIRST-
FLOOR,SHAKTI-KHAND-1
INDIRAPURAMGHAZIABAD,UP-
201014,CHANGEDMYNAMETO
ANILKUMARSINGHAL.

0040625430-8

II,, ZainabD/OZakirHussain, R/o
H.No- 1386 First Floor, Gali No -
8GovindPuri kalka ji, Delhi-
110019. have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asZainaNaaz 0070797559-1

II,, TakshS/oShri GianChand
MakhejaR/o E-153, Ground
Floor, AshokVihar, Phase-I,
Delhi-110052, have changedmy
name toTakshMakheja for all
futurepurposes. 0040625377-1

II,, Sunil kumarR/o E-200new
AshoknagarDelhi-110096
declare thatmyminor
daughter ( Khushbookumari )
correct DOB is 29/06/2007
insteadofDOB29/07/2007.

0040625432-9

II,, Shilpi Sachdeva,R/o-C-210,
DefenceColony, New
Delhi,have changedmy
daughter’s name fromKrishika
toKrishikaSachdeva,for all
purposes. 0040625455-1

II,, ShamaSharmaW/oLalit
Kumar SharmaR/oS-26, Gali
No.14, S-Block, VikasNagar,
UttamNagar, NewDelhi have
declared thatmysonname
ParthamSharma iswrongly
mention in his School Record
but his correct name is
PrathamSharma. 0040625361-1

II,, ShamaSachdeva,W/oRamesh
Sachdeva,R/o-C-210, Defence
Colony,NewDelhi, have
changedmyname toShama
Kumari Sachdeva,for all
purposes. 0040625455-2

II,, SeemaPappen,W/OShiju
PappenR/o 296-A, DG-2Vikas
Puri Delhi- 110018. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasSeema
Shiju Pappen 0070797550-1

II,, SantoshW/oLate Shri
RajbahadurBhati R/o
AminabadorfNayana, Post-
SalempurGurjar, Thana-
Kasna, GautamBudhNagar
have changedmyname from
SATISH toSANTOSH for all
futurepurposes. 0070797622-1

II BabluChauhanS/oRajnarayan
ChauhanR/oMunderaMishra,
MathuraChhapar, Deoria,
Uttar Pradesh-274405, have
changedmyname toVishesh
NathChauhan

0070797618-1

II Amit SharmaS/oSh. Virender
Kumar SharmaR/oKadam
1101, Shipra Srishti Apartment,
AhinsaKhand, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201014have
changed thenameofmyminor
son fromVihanSharmaalias
DaksheshSharma toDakshesh
Sharma for all purposes.

0040625362-5

IIMdShafiqe S/OShokeenAli
R/o,A-26/6-1B,Block-A,Suraj
ParkColony,Delhi-110042, have
changedmyname toShafique.

0040625454-5

IIMauryaD/oSh. Sanjeev
Bhardwaj R/oH.No.151, Pocket-
10, Sector-20, Rohini, Delhi-
110086 is also knownas
MauryaMauryaandMaurya
Sharma.All namesareof one
and the sameperson.

0040625362-4

II DevendraPal S/oAmar Singh
R/oKhinmini, Farrukhabad,
Uttar Pradesh-207504, have
changedmyname toAbhinav
Kumar 0070797608-1

II Dayasankar S/oRamadhar
YadavR/oH.No.152-ANithari
Sector-31, NoidaGautam
BuddhaNagarU.P-201301,
HaveChangedmyname to
DayashankarYadav for future
purposes. 0070797626-1

II SanjayKumar S/oOmPrakash
Joshi R/o-8596, GaushalaRoad,
NewRohtakRoad, Rattan
Nagar, Karol Bagh, Delhi-
110005, have changedmyname
toSanjayKumar Joshi.

0070797632-1

I,SAURABHKUMAR,S/oUMESH
BEHARIMATHUR,R/o.Flat-
125,SharonTower, Gaur
Saundarayan, Greater-Noida
West-
201306,G.B.Nagar(UP),have
changedmyname toSAURABH
MATHUR. 0040625455-4

I,RAJNI BHAN,W/O.VIRENDER
RAINAADD-RHSPLOT.NO-
284,OMVIHARPHASE-1D.K
MOHAN-GARDENUTTAM-
NAGARWEST-DELHI.110059,
Changedmyname toRAJNI,for
all,futurePurposes.

0040625432-5

I,Baljeet SinghChowdhry, S/O.
Surjit SinghChowdhry
R/O.10/112,second-floor,
double-storey, Tilak-
Nagar,NewDelhi-110018,have
changedmyname toBaljeet
Singh,for all purposes.

0040625432-4

IIMajorNarender Pal jointlywith
Mr. NavneetAhlawatR/o-1106,
Sector-C, Pocket-1, Vasant
Kunj, SouthWestDelhi-110070,
Have LostOriginal Provisional
Allotment Letter. No.
JGNKD0010604Dated-
10.02.2010, of unit bearingNo.
JaypeeKlassic. KD. Tower-01
Flat-604 Sector-134. Issuedby
Jai PrakashAssociates
Limited. FinderContact:-
8800556644. 0070797635-1

II,, Kamal Kapoor,R/o 5A,Ring
Road,LajpatNagar-IV, ND-24
have lost/misplacedmy
PGDBMWave -VI,WMG”Year
1997-2000Certificate&
marksheets of Fore School of
Management. If anybody finds
theyare requested to contact
meat 9810000451.

0040625374-1

II,, SangeetaChadhaW/oShri
VijayChadhaR/oB-9, Shish
RamPark, UttamNagar, New
Delhi-110059, have changedmy
minor son’s name fromDhruv
toDhruvChadha for all future
purposes. 0040625376-1

II,, RameshKumarBatheja s/o
HundRaj Batheja, R/oC-3/1,
AshokVihar Phase-2, Delhi-
110052, have changedmyname
toRameshChandBatheja.

0040625378-2

II,, Rajat S/ORajkumarGajre, R/o
674B9, NewBasti, Adarsh
Colony, Devli Village, Pushpa
BhawanS.O, SouthDelhi-
110062. Declare thatNameof
MyFather hasbeenwrongly
writtenasRajkumarGajri inmy
10thClassCertificate. The
actual nameofMyFather is
RajkumarGajre,whichmaybe
amendedaccording

0070797553-1

II,, Pragati Kumari D/OAnil Kumar
Prasad, R/o 27C/Pocket-A-1,
L.I.G Flats,MayurVihar Phase-
3, Delhi-110096. Declare that
NameofMyFather hasbeen
wronglywrittenasAnil Kumar
inmy10thClassCertificate,
12thClassCertificate. The
actual nameofMyFather is
Anil KumarPrasad,whichmay
beamendedaccordingly.

0070797552-1

II,,MohdSaadi, S/O
AbdulrahmanSaadi, R/OH.No.
8/4843A Lane- 3,Madanpuri
colony, Chilkana road,
Saharanpur-Uttar Pradesh
247001has changedmyname
toMohammadSaadi for all
futurepurposes. 0070797558-1

II,,ManjuRani,W/OSubhash
ChandraGuptaR/oHouseNo-
31, PrinceColony ,Opposite
SinghMadap, ChandraNagar,
Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh-
244001. have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asMadhuGupta 0070797557-1

II,,MAHAVIRRAWATS/OKALAM
SINGHRAWAT, R/O1688,
SECTOR9 FARIDABAD121006
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
MAHAVIRSINGHRAWAT

0070797533-1

II,, Hemlataw/o JitendraKumar
r/o 1895/7D, Sector-7D,
Faridabad,Haryana-121006
have changedmyname to
HEMLATAPALpermanently.

0040625398-1

II,, GulamSarwarPaswal, Ex-
ServicemanNK-No-9087851N,
S/O -NayazMohdR/O-
Baghballa Karnah, District-
Kupwara. Inmyservice records
thenameandDoBofmy two
Son’s hasbeenwrongly
mentionedasAftabAhmad (D
oB- 02-04-1995) and
MohammadMumtaz (DoB- 05-
01-1997) insteadofMohdAftab
(DoB-16-04-1992) andMohd
Mumtaz (DoB -12-05-
1994),also thenameofmy two
son’s hasbeenmissed frommy
service recordasAyazAhmad
(DoB -10-02-2000) and
Mubashir Ahmad (DoB- 06-03-
2002).It needs corrections.
Objectionsbe filled to JAKLI
RecordOfficer Srinagarwithin
sevendays. 0020443216-1

II,, Dinesh s/o LateRoshanLal
Wasan, R/oA-149, Sudershan
Park, NewDelhi-110015, have
changedmyname to Jankesh
Wasan, permanently

0040625378-1

II,, Dinesh s/o LateRoshanLal
Wasan, R/oA-149, Sudershan
Park, NewDelhi-110015, have
changedmyname to Jankesh
Wasan, permanently

0040625378-1

II,, Baljit SinghChowdhry, S/O
Surjit SinghChowdhry,
R/O.10/112, second-floor,
double-storey,Tilak-Nagar,
NewDelhi-110018, have
changedmyname toBaljeet
SinghChowdhry, for all
purposes. 0040625432-3

II,, Anil KumarRai S/oHaridwar
Rai R/oH.No-3B5AwasVikas
Colony, Pandeypur, Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh-221002, that
nameofmineandmy father
hasbeenwronglywrittenas
Anil KumarRayandHaridwar
Ray respectively inmy10th
CertificateCumMarksheet.
Theactual nameofmineand
my father isAnil KumarRai and
HaridwarRai respectively

0070797607-1

II,, AhmadAli S/oSaukatR/oRC-
1035, LokPriyaVihar, Khoda
Colony, Ghaziabad, UP-201309
have changedmyname to
AHAMADALI for all future
purposes. 0070797630-1

II,, “Nirupama”and “Nirupama
NirajaNalini Das”,mother of
GouravVerma, R/oC-631,
Sector-19, NOIDA,GBNagar,
(UP),amoneandsameperson
byvirtueofmyaffidavit dated
3August 2022beforeNotary,
MrNKYadav,GBNagarRN
No.4641. 0040625457-1

II Sukhminder SinghMatharoo
S/o-Kartar SinghR/o-FlatNo.I-
5, I-Block, Sai Apartments,
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changedmyname to
Sukhminder Singh for all
purposes. 0040625367-1

II Romel Kumar S/oMaqsudan
Lal Jaggi R/oA-284, New
FriendsColony, Delhi-110025,
have changedmyname to
Romil Jaggi 0070797610-1

II RajenderKaur /RajinderKour
W/o-Sukhminder SinghR/o-
FlatNo.I-5, I-Block, Sai
Apartments, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085have changedmy
name toRajinderKaur for all
purposes.

0040625366-1

II Atul S/oDayashankarYadav
R/oH.No.121RadhaKrishna
Enclave,OppsitePalm
Olympia, Vill- Haibatpur,
GautamBuddhaNagarU.P-
201009, HaveChangedmy
name toAtul Yadav for future
purposes. 0070797625-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to Inform the general public at
large that my client Sh. Ram Chander
Saini S/o Mangat Ram Saini R/o H.
No. 483, Hardev Puri, Gautam Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi, 110049 has
severed all his relation for all purposes
with his sons namely Sh. Mayur Saini
and Sh. Milan Saini, both Aged about
27 years and has disowned &
debarred them from all his movable
and immovable properties and assets,
due to their disrespectful behavior,
insulting attitude and humiliating
nature. Any person dealing with said
Sh. Mayur Saini and Sh. Milan Saini
shall be doing so at his own risks and
consequences and my client shall not
be liable & responsible for any of acts
& omissions done by Sh. Mayur Saini
and Sh. Milan Saini.

Sd/- PRASHANT SINGLA
P/4139/2016 Advocate

Distt. Courts, Gurugram & Nuh
Mob. 9873623781

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known my client MEHIGYA W/O LATE
SH. BINDESHWAR RESIDENT OF FLAT
NO.14-B, BLOCK JU, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110034 has disowned and severed
all her relations with her son namely SONU
and debarred him from her movable and
immovable properties/assets due to his
misbehavior, unfamiliar activities,
intolerable act, misconduct and going
against my client and my client son
DEEPAK also donot want to keep any
relation with his brother SONU. Anybody
dealing with SONU in civil and criminal
matter shall be doing at his/her/their own
risk, cost and responsibility and my client
family including her son DEEPAK and his
family shall not be liable for his any act.

NAVEEN KHURANA
(Advocate)

EN.NO. D/3290/2022

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clientess Smt. Roopwati W/o Late
Siyaram R/o D-276, Ganesh Nagar,
Pandav Nagar Complex, Delhi-110092
has disowned/debarred her son, Pawan
Kumar, his wife Smt. Sangeeta and their
child Tusar all R/o B-88, Gali No.14,
Ganesh Nagar, Pandav Nagar Complex,
Delhi-110092 from all her movable/
immovable properties and severed all
relations from them, due to their
misconduct, hostile behaviour,
disobedience. My clientess has no
concern with them. Anyone dealing with
them shall do so at their own risks and
responsibility and my clientess shall not in
any manner be liable for their acts".

Sd/- (SATISH KUMAR)
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 493, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Vijay Kumar s/o Sh. Tilak Raj &
Poonam Rani w/o Sh. Vijay Kumar, have
disowned their son namely Mr. Rahul
Kakkar and his wife Geeta Verma and
their grand daughter namely Ms.
Lavanya Kakkar from their movable and
immovable properties due to their
intolerable behaviour and they have
severe their all relations with them for all
interest and purposes with immediate
effect. If any person deal with them in
near future my client will not responsible
for any act or omission of the above
disowned person.

Sd/- NAUTIYAL GENETIC LEGAL 3.
GAURAV NAUTIYAL, ANKIT

NAUTIYAL, LATA NAUTIYAL,
KRISH KUMAR

CH.NO. 704 A & 730 DWARKA COURT
CH.NO. 63 PATIALA HOUSE COURT

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Smt. Sushma Juneja W/o Sh.
Vinod Kumar/ Vinod Juneja R/o Plot No
38, Flat No 101, Chardham Appartment,
Sector 9, Rohini, Delhi 110085 hereby
severe all relations and debar/ disown
her husband Sh. Vinod Kumar/ Vinod
Juneja from her entire movable/
immovable property, due to his
indifferent and hostile behavior and also
anti social activity. My client shall not
responsible for any debts/ loan, in past,
present and future.

Sd/-
SIDHANT ANTIL

ADVOCATE
CH. NO. 623, CHAMBERS BLOCK

6TH FLOOR, ROHINI COURT,
NEW DELHI-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
client has entered into agreement to sale
and purchase of Southwestern Part of
Property Bearing No.6, Khasra No. 14/13,
Main Dabri Palam Road, Dabri, Delhi-
110045 admeasuring 13x38 ft, two story
built up, from Sh. Rishi Pal S/o Late Sh.
Surat Singh R/o H.No.6, Dabri, Dabri
Palam Road, Delhi-45.
Any body having any objection, right, title,
interest or claim in the above intended sale
transaction may contact the undersingned
with documentary proof substantiating the
claim/dispute/ objection etc. within 15 days
from the date of the present publication,
failling which my client will proceed to
complete the sale transaction with the
abovesaid owner and no claim will be
entertained thereafter.

(Sharad Nagpal)
Advocate

Enrl. No. D/99/2000
Chamber # 558, Lawyers’ Chambers,

Dwarka Court Complex,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed
that my client Jagdish Chandra S/o
Panna Lal Agarwal R/o EC-284, G-8
Area, Rajouri Garden, Maya Enclave
Hari Nagar, New Delhi-110064. My
client has disowned and debbared
his son Anoop Agrawal R/o H.No. B-
36, Street Lili Vila, Sukh Sagar
Valley, Area Polipather, Village
Gwarighat, District Jabalpur, State
Madhya Pradesh, Pin Code-482008.
f r o m a l l t h e i r m o v a b l e a n d
immovable proper ty. Anybody
dealing with debarred person shall
do at her their own risk and
responsibilities and my client will not
be responsible for the same.

Sd/- B.B.N. DEO, Advocate
S.R.IInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58

This public notice is issued upon
the instructions for and on behalf
of my client Ms. Kiran Gupta W/o
Late Ravi Gupta R/o C-244,
Vikaspuri, New Delhi, do hereby
disown his son Vikas Gupta from
my legal inheritance and his wife
Preeti Gupta from all rights
accrued or arising due to the
marriage with my son Vikas
Gupta. My client shall not be
responsible for any acts of the
both in any manner.

PUBLIC NOTICE

RATTAN KUMAR MISHRA
ADVOCATE

17/145, FF, Subhash Nagar,
New, Delhi-110027

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, ASHWANI KUMAR RAGHAV SON OF OM
PRAKASH RAGHAV RESIDENT OF H.NO. D-
151, GALI NO. 3, MUKUND VIHAR, KARAWAL
NAGAR, DELHI-110053, WANT TO
PURCHASE A PROPERTY VIDE NO. BUILT
UP LAND AREA MEASURING 55 SQ. YDS.,
I.E. 16-1/2 FT. X 30FT., OUT OF ENTIRE
AREA 200 SQ. YDS., OUT OF KHASRA NO.
33/11, PROPERTY BEARING NO. 0-81.
ACCORDING TO OWNER NAMELY HARI
KISHAN SON OF SHRI TEJ PAL SINGH
RESIDENT OF C-97/6, GALI NO. 3,
BHAJANPURA, DELHI-110053, BECOME THE
OWNER THROUGH A GPA, AGREEMENT TO
SALE, RECIEPT, POSSESSION LETTER AND
WILL DEED VIDE GPA DULY REGISTERED
AS DOCUMENT NO. 2,716, BOOK NO.4, VOL.
NO. 11,338, ON PAGES 189-194, ON
31.08.2019, IN THE OFFICE OF S.R. IV.
THE SAID PROPERTY IS ABSOLUTELY
FREE FROM ANY ENCUMBRANCES
WHATSOEVER, IF ANY PERSON HAS ANY
CLAIM OR INTEREST OVER THE SAID
PROPERTY, SHE/HE IS REQUESTED TO
FORWARD THEIR CLAIM/S ALONG WITH
THE RELEVANT DOCUMENTS TO ME
WITHIN 15 DAYS OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE.
IF NO CLAIM IS RECEIVED, IT SHALL BE
PRESUMED AFTER 15 DAYS THAT IT IS
FREE FROM ALL ENCUMBRANCES.

RAGHVENDRA SHUKLA
E. No. 4406/2001 (Advocate)

Chamber No. B-139 B,
G S Block, Tis Hazari Court Delhi
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E-TENDER PRESS NOTICE
The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD-XIII, I&FC Department Govt. of Delhi, on behalf of the President of
India, invites Online Percentage rate tender from the approved and eligible contractors registered with
IRRIGATION AND FLOOD CONTROL DEPARTMENT. The contractors who are registered with other
department and now got their registrations verified from I&FC Deptt. Are eligible to participate in Tender
process for the work:-

1. NIT No.E.E/CD-13/Acs/2022-23/40-A (3rd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_227009_1) Major Head of
Account: 2711 (Revenue) Name Providing and preparation of design and drawing including proof
checking of gates and gearing system for madanpur drain out falling at R.D. 6677m of Mungeshpur
drain, Regulator on Nangli Sakrawati drain out falling into N.G. Drain and Two Nos. Bridge-cum-
Regulators on Mungeshpur drain out falling into N.G. Drain at R.D. om and into supplementary drain
at its Off-take Point at RD 34500m. Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 5,39,185/- Earnest Money (In Rs.)
10,784/- Time allowed 30 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through
E-Procurement System 08-08-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

2. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2022-23/11 (4th Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_227014_1) Major Head of Account
4217 (MLA LAD) Name of Work: Providing and fixing open Gym Equipment in village Kazipur in
Najafgarh Constituency, AC.35. Improvement and repair of cremation ground in village Issapur near
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Park in N.G. Block. (Balance amount). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 5,53,204/-
Earnest Money (in Rs.) 11,064/- Time allowed 60 Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of
tender through E-Procurement System 08-08-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

3. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2022-23/53(2nd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_227013_1) Major Head of
Account:4515- (Panchayat) Name of Work: Construction of boundary wall in Gram Sabha Land
bearing Kh. No. 1etc./418(5-17) at village Mundella Khurd in Distt. South-West, Delhi. Estimated
Cost (in Rs.) 21,35,158/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 42,703/- Time allowed 90 Days. Last date & time
of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 08-08-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05
Hrs respectively.

4. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2022-23/19(3rd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_227023_1) Major Head of Account:
2711- (Revenue) Name of Work: Maintenance of Solar lights along B.C. Drain. Estimated Cost (in
Rs.) 12,13,740/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 24,275/- Time allowed 360 Days. Last date & time of
receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 08-08-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs
respectively.

5. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2022-23/18(3rd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_227019_1) Major Head of Account:
2711- (Revenue) Name of Work: Maintenance of Solar lights along Mundella Drain. Estimated Cost
(in Rs.) 12,11,300/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 24,226/- Time allowed 360 Days. Last date & time of
receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 08-08-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs
respectively.

6. NIT No, E.E/CD-13/Acs/2022-23/17(3rd Call) (ID No. 2022_IFC_227024_1) Major Head of Account:
2711-(Revenue) Name of Work: Maintenance of Solar lights along Mungeshpur Drain. Estimated
Cost (in Rs.) 20,69,690/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 41,394/- Time allowed 360 Days. Last date & time
of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 08-08-2022 on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05
Hrs respectively.

7. NIT No. E.E/CD-13/Acs/2022-23/54 (ID No. 2022_IFC_227006_1) Major Head of Account: 4217-
(Plan-Development of Unauthorized Colony) Name of Work: Improvement and reconstruction of
internal streets and side drains of Maharani Enclave Phase-I in Vikaspuri Constituency AC-31 (Regd.
No. 886). Estimated Cost (in Rs.) 2,87,93,619/- Earnest Money (in Rs.) 5,75,872/- Time allowed 180
Days. Last date & time of receiving & opening of tender through E-Procurement System 08-08-2022
on 03.00 Hrs & 03.05 Hrs respectively.

Note:-1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be seen and downloaded from the
web site https://govteprocurement.delhi.gov.in
2) Amendment(s)/alteration(s)/corrigendum if any, will be available at website only.
3) EMD in the form of Bankers Cheque/DD/Fixed Deposit receipt in F/o EE/CD-XIII, I&FC Deptt

Shall be scanned and uploaded to the e-tender website within the perlod of bid submission.
The original EMD should be deposited in the office of EE/CD-XIII, I&FC Deptt. Within the
period of bid submission.

Sd/-
DIP/SHABDARTH/0265/22-23 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD.XIII

PUBLIC NOTICE
Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi has decided to grant
licence in Form L-1 and Form L-IF for the wholesale vend of Indian Liquor
and Foreign Liquor respectively in the National Capital Territory of Delhi for
the licensing year 2022-23 w.e.f. 01.09.2022.
The prescribed form for the grant of L-1 and L-IF licence can be obtained on
payment of Rs. 5,000/- (Rupees Five thousand) only via online mode or by
way of demand draft in favour of the Deputy Commissioner (Excise), Delhi,
for each licence form during the office hours on any working day from the
office of Commissioner of Excise, Government of National Capital Territory
of Delhi, L- Block, Vikas Bhawan, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002.
Alternatively, the same can be downloaded from the website
http//excise.Delhigovt.nic.in under heading "News". However, in that
case, a processing fee of Rs. 5000/- (Rupees five thousand) only for each
licence form shall have to be deposited along with the application form by
way of demand draft in favour of the Deputy Commissioner (Excise), Delhi.
Applicants are required to apply online also at address delhiexcise.gov.in.

Application received without complete information and supporting
documents, as required in the prescribed form, along with its annexures,
shall beliable to be rejected.

Sd/-
(KRISHNA MOHAN UPPU)

DIP/SHABDARTH/0271/22-23 COMMISSIONER (EXCISE)

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXCISE COMMISSIONER

L-BLOCK, VIKAS BHAWAN, I.P. ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110002

IN THE HIGH COURT OF PUNJAB AND HARYANA AT CHANDIGARH
(ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)

CP-35-2011, CA-196 & 197-2017
CA-53-2020, CA-54-2021 in CP-75-2007

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

Offers are invited from the prospective buyers for sale of the assets/property of M/s Syal Leasing Limited (In Liqn.) sit-
uated at 195, Adarsh Nagar, Chick Chick Crossing, Jalandhar by E- Auction on "as is where is and whatever there is
basis". The details of property, date of inspection and EMD for participating in e-Auction are as under:-

2. Intending buyers may take inspection of the moveable assets at the respective places on the abovementioned date
between 11.00 A.M. to 4.00 P.M.

3. The E-auction will be conducted through the website https://olauction.enivida.com on 25.08.2022 (between 10.30
am to 5.00 PM) with auto time extension of 10 minutes in exigent situation.

4. The bidders should submit their online offers through the website https://lolauction.enivida.com.
5. The intending buyers should collect the detail information, terms & condition through the website Ministry at

www.mca.gov.in https://olauction.enivida.com and High Court of Punjab and Haryana at highcourtchd.gov.in. and
may also take help from the contacts given below (between 10.00 am to 6.00 pm).
i. Navneet Mishra- 09355030630
ii Amrendra Kumar-08448288980
iii Abhishek Kumar- 09355030617

6. The EMD amount (interest free) should be deposited through the modes available on the portal. The last date of request
and participation in E-auction and online submission of EMD is 24.08.2022.
The offer/Tender/sale is subject to the confirmation by the Hon'ble High Court of Punjab and Haryana at Chandigarh.

Sd/- (PRASHANT BALIYAN)
OFFICIAL LIQUIDATOR

Attached to Punjab and Haryana
High Court, Corporate Bhawan, 2nd Floor,

Plot No. 4 B, Sector 27 B, Chandigarh
Phone: 0172-2659875 E-mail: oI.chandigarh@mca.gov.in

PLACE: CHANDIGARH

DATED:________

Description of Property

Land Area: 40.21 Marlas

Building: 5-Storied (Lower & Upper Basements 3-Upper
Floor) Additional with Mumty (Terrace Floor).

Capital Goods: Generator Furniture & Fixtures etc.
(Excluding lift and its accessories )

Date of
Inspection

17.08.2022

Reserved Price

Rs.8,65,00,000/-

Rs.2,68,000/-

Earnest Money in
favour of Official
Liquidator, Chandigarh

Rs.86,50,000I-

Rs.26,800/-

ANNEXURE-A
PRESS NOTICE TO BE ISSUED FOR PUBLICATION IN NEWSPAPERS

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Thunag invites tender on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh from
approved eligible contractor for the following work(s) through e-tendering process: -
Work No. 1 Construction of Inspection Hut at Gada Gussain in GP Thachadhar Tehsil Balichowki Distt Mandi HP.
Estimated Cost: Rs. 1,48,18,203/- Only, Earnest Money: Rs. 1,80,700/- Only, Cost of Tender Form: Rs.1500/-, Time Limit:
One Year.
Work No. 2: - Source Strengthening of multi village pipes water supply for Balichowki and other at Tirthan Khad Tehsil
Balichowki District Mandi (HP) (SH: CO Source Strengthening Structure at Near Bridge Manglore, CO Retaining Wall to
protect the Sedimentation Tank and Slow Sand Filter Bed, Sedimentation Tank 21000 ltrs capacity and CO RCC Slow
Sand Filter Bed of 51.26 Sq. m Capacity in 3 units. Under JJM. Estimated Cost: Rs.97,19,387/-, Earnest Money: Rs.
1,29,700/-, Cost Tender Document: Rs. 800/-, Time Limit: 06 Months
Schedule of tendering:

1. Date of online Publication 02/08/2022 at 10.00 A.M.
2. Downloading of e-tender documents 02/08/2022 at 10.00 A.M.
3 Date of submission of e-tender 02/08/2022 at 10.00 A.M. upto 09/08/2022 at 05.00 P.M.
4 Physical submission of Earnest Money Deposit, Cost

of tender form if not paid online/ other below
mentioned documents

10/08/2022 at 11.00 A.M.

5 Date of opening of bids 10/08/2022 at 11.30 A.M.
6 Opening of Eligibility criteria & Technical Information

(Cover-I)
10/08/2022 at 11.30 A.M.

7 Opening of Financial bid (Cover-II) Date and place to be notified separately.
8 Site Visit From 02/08/2022 to 09/08/2022 between 10.00 A.M. To

5.00 P.M. except on holidays.
Last date of filling/uploading the tender through e-tendering 09/08/2022 upto 5:00 P.M.
The tender forms and other detailed conditions can be obtained from the website www.hpiph.org.

--HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK--
Executive Engineer

2901/HP Jal Shakti Division, Thunag Distt Mandi.

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJNA (PMGSY)
E-Procurement Notice

The Superintending Engineer, 6th Circle HP.PWD Kullu on behalf of the Governor of Himachal Pradesh re-invites the item
rate bids, in electronic tendering system from the eligible contractors registered with HPPWD for the work as detailed in the table.

The bidders are advised to note other details of the tenders from the website www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.

The department has right to extend or cancel the bids without assigning any reasons thereof.
Superintending Engineer,
6th Circle, HPPWD, Kullu

PIN-175101
Ph. 01902-222530, Fax:01902-222299

E-mail:hp-kul@nic.in
On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Starting date Earnest Deadline for Date of
No. Cost for downloading Money submission technical Bid

(in lacs) of bid (in Lacs) of bid opening

1. 04-08-2022 at Rs. 1.92 10-08-2022 11-08-2022
10:00 AM Lacs. at upto At 11:00 AM

6:00 PM

Balance work for construction of main road to
village Salgran Km. 0/0 to 4/510 (SH:- P/L,
M/T, V-shape drain, PCC Parapets, unlined
drain and routine maintenance of 5 years in
Km 0/0 to 0/345, 0/435 to 2/330 and 3/700 to
4/510) under PMGSY stage-II, Batch-I 2017-
18 (Package No. HP-07-13)

Construction
Part= 79.18

Maintenance
Part= 16.65

Total cost
=95.83/-

2924/HP
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Ik=kad% 1288@ys[kk@';k0iz0eq0:0fe0@fufonk lwpuk@2022&23 fnukad%& 02@08@2022vYidkyhu fufonk vkea=.k lwpuk
,rn~}kjk lwfpr fd;k tkrk gS fd bl dk;kZy; }kjk ';kek izlkn eq[kthZ :cZu fe'ku gfj}kj dh fuf/k o"kZ 2022&23 ds vUrxZr ctV vkoaVu dh izR;k'kk ds lkis{k
fofHkUu fuekZ.k dk;Z dyLVj Hkxruiqj vkfoniqj esa djk;s tkus gsrq izLrkfor gSA fuEukuqlkj fuekZ.k dk;ksZa dks lEiUu djkus gsrq] dsoy LFkkuh; iathd`r Bsdsnkjksa
¼lEcfU/kr fuekZ.k dk;Z yksd fuekZ.k foHkkx@xzkeh.k fuekZ.k foHkkx vFkok vU; l{ke vfHk;kaf=d foHkkx esa iathd`r½ ls izR;sd fuekZ.k dk;Z dh i`Fkd&i`Fkd
fufonk;sa vkeaf=r dh tkrh gS fnukad 02-08-2022 ls 16-08-2022 dh vijkUg 12%30 cts rd bl dk;kZy; ls fufonk;sa [kjhnh tk ldrh gS rFkk mlh fnu fnukad
16-08-2022 dh vijkUg 3%00 cts rd fufonk;sa vkeaf=r dh tkrh gS rFkk fnukad 16-08-2022 dks vijkUg 4-00 cts bl dk;kZy; esa lEcfU/kr Bsdsnkjksa ds lEeq[k
xfBr lfefr }kjk fufonk;sa [kksyh tk;sxhA bPNqd Bsdsnkj fuEu fn'kk&funsZ'kkuqlkj fuekZ.k dk;Z djus gsrq viuh fufonk izLrqr dj ldrs gSA

dk;kZy; [k.M fodkl vf/kdkjh] cgknjkckn (gfj}kj)

xzke :gkydh fd'kuiqj esa ek0 bUnjkt ls ek0 jktdqekj ds ?kj dh vksj b.Vj ykWfdax
VkbZYl }kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke :gkydh fd'kuiqj esa vfuy ds ?kj ls fcVVw ds ?kj dh vksj b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl
}kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA

xzke vyhiqj bczkfgeiqj esa 'ke'kku?kkV ds izkx.k esa b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk lM+d ,oa
ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke vyhiqj bczkfgeiqj esa lUnhi ds ?kj ls d.kZ ds ?kj dh vksj b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl
}kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke vyhiqj bczkfgeiqj esa esau lMd ls osniky odhy ds ?kj rd b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl
}kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke vyhiqj bczkfgeiqj esa esau lMd ls ;kdwc ds ?kj rd b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk
lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke vReyiqj cksaxyk esa v'kksd th ds ?kj ls ysdj js'kw pkSgku th ds ?kj dh vksj
b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke vReyiqj cksaxyk esa esu jksM ls yksds'k ds ?kj dh vksj b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk
lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke iapk;r uwjiqj iatugsMh esa xzke feLljiqj esa eq[; ekxZ ls esau jksM ls tks'kh okyh
dkyksuh dh vksj b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke iapk;r uwjiqj iatugsMh esa xzke feLljiqj esa esu jksM ls v'kksd dh vksj b.Vj
ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke cgknjiqj tV esa eukst ds ?kj ls vthr ds ?kj dh vksj b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk
lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke cgknjiqj tV esa esau jksM ds frjkgs ls eq[; ekxZ ls iapk;r ?kj dh vksj b.Vj
ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke cgknjiqj tV esa iapk;r ?kj ls iqfy;k dh vksj b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk lM+d
,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke iapk;r uwjiqj iatugsMh esa xzke fd'kuiqj esa uS'kuy gkbZos bUnzizLr xkMZu ls le;
flga ds V;woosy dh vksj b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke iapk;r uwjiqj iatugsMh esa esu jksM ls czgedqekjh vkJe rd b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl
}kjk lM+d ,oa ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke vEcqokyk esa esu jksM ls vEcsMdj cLrh esa b.Vj ykWfdax VkbZYl }kjk lM+d ,oa
ukyh dk fuekZ.kA
xzke :gkydh fd'ku esa ,u0vkj0,y0,e0 efgyk Loa; lgk;rk lewg gsrw vkfFkZd xfr
fof/k;ksa ds lapkyu@izf{kj.k gsrw ljl dsUnz dk fuekZ.k A
xzke vyhiqj esa ,u0vkj0,y0,e0 efgyk Loa; lgk;rk lewg gsrw vkfFkZd xfr fof/k;ksa
ds lapkyu@izf{kj.k gsrw ljl dsUnz dk fuekZ.k A

xzke vthriqj esa ,u0vkj0,y0,e0 efgyk Loa; lgk;rk lewg gsrw vkfFkZd xfr fof/k;ksa
ds lapkyu@izf{kj.k gsrw ljl dsUnz dk fuekZ.k A

xzke bDdMdyk esa ,u0vkj0,y0,e0 efgyk Loa; lgk;rk lewg gsrw vkfFkZd xfr
fof/k;ksa ds lapkyu@izf{kj.k gsrw ljl dsUnz dk fuekZ.k A

xzke vEcqokyk esa ,u0vkj0,y0,e0 efgyk Loa; lgk;rk lewg gsrw vkfFkZd xfr fof/k;ksa
ds lapkyu@izf{kj.k gsrw ljl dsUnz dk fuekZ.k A
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1500 + 18%

500 + 18%

500 + 18%

500 + 18%

1000 + 18%

1000 + 18%

1500 + 18%

1500 + 18%

1500 + 18%

1500 + 18%

1500 + 18%

1500 + 18%

2000 + 18%

1500 + 18%

2000 + 18%

2000 + 18%

2000 + 18%

2000 + 18%

2000 + 18%

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

03 ekg

06 ekg
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dk;Z LFky dk fooj.k /kjksgj
/kujkf'k

[k.M fodkl vf/kdkjh
cgknjkckn&gfj}kjA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, DURG CIRCLE, DURG (C.G.)

Durg, Dated: 20.07.2022

Online tenders in form "A" percentage rate basis are invited on behalf of
Governor of Chhattisgarh dated 10-08-2022 :-

Note :-
1- NIT No 99 & 102 are under Public Works Department Durg Division Durg,

NIT No 100 is under Public Works Department Balod Division Bemetara,
& NIT No 101 is under Public Works Department Rajnandgaon Division
Rajnandgaon.

2- General Conditions, detailed NIT, Tender documents & other information of
the above construction work downloaded from the Eprocurement web
portal or departmental website http://eproc.egstate.gov.in.

3- NIT No. & Name of the Work should be essentially mentioned on the enve-
lope through the Registerd Post/Speed Post in this office.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

93265 P.W.D., Durg Circle Durg (C.G.)
Tel. 0788-2210876

e-Procurement Tender Notice

NIT No.

99/105255

100/105256

101/105257

102/105258

P.A.C. (Rs.
In lacs.)

51.17

169.83

100.00

70.00

Tender
Call
1st

1st

1st

1st

Name of work

CONSTRUCTION OF 900M BOUNDARY
WALL IN UTAI THANA

Strengthning & BT Work or Bhanpuri to
Surra Road Length 1.475 K.M. under Sub
Division No.2 Balod

Special Repair/MOW/Deposit work of
Various Residential & Non Residential
Quarters Under Sub Div Chowki

W.B.M./ B.T. PATCH REPAIR ON
GANIYARI-KHURSUL, KHURSUL-
BIHAVBOD, KHURSUL-BHENDARWANI,
BORAI- KHURSUL & GANIYARI-
MANGATTA ROAD UNDER SUB-DN.
NO.-2, DURG


����� ��� 
�����	
Lance Naik (GD) Rana Sharma 04th Aug 2008
Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and cher-
ishes the valiant act of the brave heart, LNK/GD
Rana Sharma of 16th Bn SSB, Adabari (Assam) who
made the supreme sacrifice of his life for Nation in
the line of duty. LNK/GD Rana Sharma attained mar-
tyrdom in an attack by ULFA militants near Malvita
Baghmara Market of district Chirang (Assam) on

04th August, 2008. His gallant act will continue to inspire us all.
We salute the valor and supreme sacrifice of our brave soldier.

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

On 04 Aug 1999 TJ – 3791 Late Sub Awadesh
Thakur of 107 TA had made supreme sacrifice dur-
ing OP Hifazat in Aug 1999

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and All Ranks

L/NK Bom Bahadur Limbu, Rfn Parsu Ram Rai, Rfn Biswa Singh
Chhetri of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles (Batalik) Made the supreme sacrifice in
1969 at Naga Hills on 04 Aug 1969 in a true act of valour.

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and All Ranks

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ
E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE

Divisional Railway manager (Works) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for and behalf
of President of India invites sealed "Open Tender" through on Line (E-
Tendering) for the followingwork.

Earnest
Money

Approx
Cost Rs

E-Tender
No.

Description
of work

Date of closing Tender : 31.08.2022 at 15:00 hrs.
Date of Completion/period from issue acceptance letter : 08 Months.

207500.0011495352.02

JHS-
ENGG-

N-
2022-75

Improvement of level crossing
surface by rubber grade
crossing system at various L-
Xings in JHS-DHO section
under Sr. DEN/N/JHS.

• Tender online can be submitted up to 15:00 hrs on 31.08.2022.
• For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways
Websitewww.ireps.gov.in. 990/22 (AN)

North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in @CPRONCR @northcentralrailway

Tender No. : AGCTRDT 202210

Dated : 01.08.2022

DEE/TRD/

N.C.Rly, Agra

Sr. DEE/TRD/Agra for & on behalf of President of India invites "Open

Tender" through online only (E-Tendering) for the following work:

EE--TTeennddeerriinngg NNoottiiccee

S.

N.

Note:- (1) For full details & submission of the bid please see the Indian Railway

website www.ireps.gov.in (2) Tender can only be submitted through web portal

www.ireps.gov.in upto 15:00 hrs. on date 24.08.2022
985/22 (P)

775/22 (P)@@ CCPPRROONNCCRRwwwwww..nnccrr..iinnddiiaannrraaiillwwaayyss..ggoovv..iinnNNoorrtthh cceennttrraall rraaiillwwaayy @@nnoorrtthhcceennttrraallrraaiillwwaayy

Name of Work
Approxmate

Cost

Earnest

Money
Period of

Completion

1.
Augmentation work of

isolatorsoverAgraDivision
AGCTRDT

202210

Rs.

21557196.50

Rs.

431200/-
Nine Months

NNOORRTTHH CCEENNTTRRAALL RRAAIILLWWAAYY,, PPRRAAYYAAGGRRAAJJ

Tender

No.
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
ODIA LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND CULTURE DEPARTMENT

********
Manoj Das National Awards, 2022

1. The Department invites applications for Manoj Das National Awards, 2022 from
eminent litterateurs.

2. An expert committee, consisting of five members, having excellence in the field of
English literature of national and international reputation will be formed under the
chairmanship of the Secretary of the Department for selection of the awardee.

3. The award shall be conferred to an Indian writer for outstanding contribution in English
literature. A sum of Rs.10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten lakhs) along with a citation inscribed on a
bronze plaque shall be handed over to the awardee.

4. To receive the Award the writer must have at least 10 original publications/ work in
English language. The publication must be original work, laced with creativity and prose.
Preference will be given to the writers having translation of his/her original publications to
any international language(s).

5. The award for this year may be cancelled/ withheld by the Department if excellent writers
are not available for the said year.

6. The name of the awardee selected by the committee will be final and binding and it is
deemed that it shall be treated as the decision of OLL&C Department.

7. This award will not be given posthumously.

8. The application must reach by 30.08.2022, addressed to the Director, Department of
Odia Language, Literature & Culture, Directorate of Culture, Sanskruti Bhawan (2nd floor),
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India Pin: 750014, Email: directorateofculture@gmail.com,
Telephone No-0674-2431945. The application received after the due date shall not be
entertained under any circumstances.

9. For detail information please visit to the Department website www.odishaculture.gov.in

Sd/-
Director-cum-Addl. Secratary to Govt.

Deptt. of Odia Language, Literature & Culture
OIPR-03001/11/0013/2223

RR-18

PR 275110 Drinking Water and Sanitation(22-23).D
dk;Zikyd vfHk;ark]

is;ty ,oa LoPNrk izeaMy]jk¡ph if'pe] jk¡ph

· fdlh Hkh izdkj dk cnyko http://jharkhandtendars.gov.in ij ns[kk tk ldrk gSA
· vU; fdlh Hkh izdkj dh lwpuk http://jharkhandtendars.gov.in ij ns[kk tk ldrk gSA
· fufonk esa izkDdfyr jkf'k ?kV&c<+ ldrh gS] rRi'pkr vxz/ku dh jkf'k ekU; gksxkA

dk;iZ kyd vfHk;ark dk dk;kyZ ;dk;iZ kyd vfHk;ark dk dk;kyZ ;
i;s ty ,oa LoPNrk iez aMy] jkp¡ h if'pe] jkp¡ hi;s ty ,oa LoPNrk iez aMy] jkp¡ h if'pe] jkp¡ h

vfr vYidkyhu bZ&izksD;ksjesaV fufonk ¼lkroka dkWy½
ftldk PR No. 258818 ¼Drinking Water and Sanitaion½ 2021&22 gSA
Tender Reference No. - DWSD/RW/SVS-06/2021-22 Date - 03-08-2022

S.No Name of the Work Cluster
Name

Sub
Cluster/Group

No.
Block Estimate Cost

(in Lac)
Ernest
money
(in Lac)

BOQ cost
(in Rs.)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1

Construction of Solar
Based Mini Water Supply

Schemes (SVS) in
Different Block,

comprising of suitable
R.C.C./ Framed structure
ESR, Distribution Lines,
Source (as required) and
FHTC all complete job in
the Different Block of
District Ranchi under
Drinking Water &
Sanitation Division,

Ranchi West, Ranchi for
the year of 2021-22 (on

Turn Key Basis)

8B 8B (ii) Itki 504.79 5.05 10000.00

2 dk;Z iw.kZ djus dh vof/k 09 Months + 1 months (trial and run)
3 osclkbV ij fufonk izdk'ku dh frfFk ,oa le; 06-08-2022 at 04:00 P.M
4 chM izkfIr ds fy, vfUre frfFk@le; 16-08-2022 up to 04:00 P.M

5 fufonk dh gkMZ dkWih tek djus dh frfFk@le;@LFkku
17-08-2022 up to 04:00 P.M

dk;Zikyd vfHk;ark] is;ty ,oa LoPNrk ize.My] jk¡ph if’pe] jk¡ph
@ v/kh{k.k vfHk;ark] is;ty ,oa LoPNrk] jk¡ph vapy] jk¡phA

6 chM [kksyus dh frfFk@le; 18-08-2022 up to 02:00 P.M
7 fufonk izdkf’kr djus okys dk;kZy; dk uke ,oa irkA dk;Zikyd vfHk;ark] is;ty ,oa LoPNrk ize.My] jk¡ph if’pe]

jk¡phA
8 bZ&izksD;ksjesaV lsy dk gsYiykbZu la[;k 0651-2491247

Chhattisgarh Rural Roads Development Agency
VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G,)

NIT No. 803/TC-T/CGRRDA/2022 Dated 02/08/2021
Chief Engineer (Tender Cell), CGRRDA, Raipur on behalf of Governor of

Chhattisgarh invites package wise bids in electronic tendering system for Renewal /Maintenance
of Roads Under PMGSY Roads, sanctioned for different districts of the state as per B.O.Q. from
the eligible contractors/Firms registered with unified registration system (e-registration) for the
works mentioned below. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement:
S.No NIT No Work Name Amount (Rs. in Lakhs) Districts Rate invited

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and
should be submitted online in https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in
the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have a valid
Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities.

Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on our website https:/eproc.cgstate.gov.in
from 05.08.2022 from 5:00 PM & onwards. In future any related corrigendum would be
seen in the notice section of this website. Sd/-

Chief Engineer (Tender Cell)
Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency

Civil Lines, Raipur (C.G.)
E-mail : pmgsyrc4@yahoo.co.in

E-Procurement Tender Notice

01 803 Renewal /
Maintenance

Under PMGSY
Roads

Total Cost 66417.52 Lakhs
(Excluding GST) (Const.

Cost 57236.89 Lakhs,
Maint. Cost 9180.56 lakhs)

All District of
Chhattisgarh

Percentage Rate of
PMGSY SOR

22.02.2018 issued by
CE, CGRRDA Raipur

Directorate of Industries
Department of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, GoMP

ADVERTISEMENT
Date: 03/ 08 /2022

Department of MSME (DoMSME), GoMP invites application from eligible
aspirants for the empanelment of independent advisers for a period of 03
years, Brief job description, minimum qualification, relevant experience,
application format, opening and closing dates and other details shall be
available on the websites https://mpmsme.gov.in and https://
www.mptenders.gov.in.

Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises Department, GoMP would endeavour
to adhere to the following schedule during the Bidding Process:

Pre-bid queries should be mailed to adimsme@mp.gov.in and
ic-mp@nic.in with subject: “Pre-bid queries for Empanelment of
Independent Adviser for GoMP for a period of 3 Years”.

Sd/-
Deputy Director

G-15035/22 Directorate of Industries, GoMP

1. Date of Publication of Tender Notice : 03.08.2022

2. Last Date and time for submitting
Pre-Bid Queries

: 08.08.2022, 18:00 Hrs

3. Pre- Bid Meeting (in Conference Hall,
4th Floor, Vindhyachal Bhawan)

: 10.08.2022. 12:00 Hrs

4. Issue of corrigendum, if any : 17.08.2022
5. Bid Submission Start Date : 03.08.2022 10:00 Hrs

6. Bid Submission Closing Date : 22.08.2022 17:00 Hrs
7. Date of opening of the tender : 24.08.2022 17:00 Hrs

I ûSû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ I e °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔZ ¶fWb°f ªfø Se, MeI f »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀI ´fW³f³ff AüS A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSeÜ

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC

HEALTH DIVISION, BHAWANIPATNA
Parmanandpur, Railway Station Road, Bhawanipatna,

Dist: Kalahandi, PIN-766002
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Identification No. EEPH-BHPT- 09 of 2022-23/ Dt. 29.07.2022

e-Procurement Notice

For details can be seen from the Government website
www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

P.H. Division, Bhawanipatna
OIPR-13059/11/0008/2223

C-928

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No

No.
of

works

Availability of tender
online for bidding

Date & time
of opening

of BidFrom To
1 2 3 4 5 6

Executive Engineer,
P.H. Division,
Bhawanipatna

EEPH-BHPT-
09 of 2022-23/
Dt. 29.07.2022

01
(One)

05.08.2022 20.08.2022 22.08.2022

Name of the Work Different pipes water supply schemes under PI-Division
Bhawanipatna under Special Centra Assistance

Total No. Of works 01 (One)

Estimated Cost Approx. Rs. 248.83 lakh

Class of Contactor Manufacturer Only

Period of Completion 2 Calendar Months

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS, CIRCLE, BHAWANIPATNA
Bid identification No.:- BPT/Online-12/2022-23 Date: 01.08.2022

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR BRIDGE WORKS IN ODISHA
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

Further details can be seen from the web site “www.tendersorissa.gov.in”
Chief Construction Engineer

Rural Works, Circle, Bhawanipatna
OIPR- 25102/11/0014/2223

1 Name of the Work : Construction of H.L. Bridge over River Golla on D.
Cheptaghat to K. Cheptaghat Road” in the District of
Kalahandi under Biju Setu Yojana. (Balance Work)

2 No of Works : 1 No.

3 Location details : Kalahandi District

4 Estimated Cost : As per NIT.

5 Period of Completion : As per NIT.

6 Cost of tender paper : Rs.10,000/- per set.

7 Other details :

Availability of
tender for online bidding

Last date & time for
seeking tender

clarification

Date and time of
opening of

technical bid
From To

06.08.2022
11.00 A.M.

22.08.2022
5.00 P.M.

20.08.2022 23.08.2022
at 11.00 A.M.

O-782

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,

NORTHERN (R&B) CIRCLE SAMBALPUR
e -Procurement

BID IDENTIFICATION NO CCENC (RAND B) /07/ 2022-23
No. 2609 Dtd. 26.07.2022

1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Northern (R&B) Circle,
Sambalpur on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites Percentage
Rate bids in double cover system in ONLINE MODE for the
construction of Road and Building works as detailed in the DTCN
from the eligible class of contractors.

2. No of works= 10 (TEN) (Road Works and Building Work).

3. Tender Cost: Rs. 10,000/

4. Class of contractor: "B" Class, “A” Class, "Special" Class and Super
Class.

5. Date & Time of available in web site & receipt of Bids From
06.08.2022 to 17.00 Hours of 22.08.2022.

6. Date of opening of Technical Bid 23.08.2022 at 11.00 Hours.

7. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further
details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in.

8. Any corrigendum / Addendum will be displayed in the website
www.tendersodisha.gov.in.

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

Northern (R&B) Circle, Sambalpur
OIPR-34035/11/0012/2223

B-434

Government of Madhya Pradesh
Office of the Engineer-in-Chief
Water Resource Department,

Jal Sansadhan Bhawan, Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal (M.P.)
Email Id: ceproc.encwrd.bpl@nic.in Tel: 0755-2767635 Fax: 0755-2552406

N.I.T. No. 914/2022-23/E-in-C/e-tendering Bhopal, Dated 27.07.2022

Bids for following works are invited on website https://www.mptenders.gov.in Last Date
of purchase/download of Bid Document and submission of bid is 17.08.2022, 17:30 hrs.
Any amendment/modification can be seen only on the website. Detailed N.I.T. and other
details can be viewed on above mentioned website.
S. No. Tender No. Work District Amount (Lakhs)

1 2022_WRD_212702 Rehabilitation and Resettlement work under
Hanota Irrigation Project near Godkhedi village.

Sagar 1442.00

I ûSû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ I e °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔZ ¶fWb°f ªfø Se,
MeI f »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀI ´fW³f³ff AüS A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSeÜG-15004/22

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (Procurement)

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BARIPADA
Office Order No. 2950/ Dt 01.08.2022

1st Corrigendum to National Competitive Bidding e_procurement
Notice No.2742/ Bridge work Dt.23.07.2022.

The amount put to tender in the annexure of N.C,B No-240/ Bridge work
is read as Rs.947.51 Lakhs instead of Rs.1011.99 Lakhs due to
technical reason.
All other terms and conditions are remain unchanged.

Sd./ Er. N.V.H Rao
Chief Construction Engineer

R.W. CIRCLE, BARIPADA

OIPR-25181/11/0036/2223

o-770

New Delhi
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USUALLY, AS soon as she makes a move,
Tania Sachdev swishes her curls back, gets
off thechair and takesa languid stroll along
thehallway,oftenpausingbesideherteam-
mates and gazing at their board. Her face is
impassive.Outsidethegamehall,shecanbe
themostexpressiveof chessplayers,but in-
sidethequietambienceofthechessring,she
is economicalwith her expressions, except
forhereyesthatholdthemirrortohermind.
Her eyes talk vividly; observe those and

you realise the state of her game, almost a
running commentary. Amelange of emo-
tions flickerbackandforth, fromjoytorage,
andangsttodoubts.Whenthematchagainst
Georgia’sSalomeMeliabegan,hereyeswere
tranquil. The earlymanoeuvreswere all by
the book, too bookish—a Ruy Lopez open-
ing,oneof themostclassicalopeningsinthe
game named after a 16th century Spanish
priest (who did not become a bishop
though!), followedby theMorphyDefense,
byfarBlack'smostpopularearlymoveinthe
RuyLopez line.
The thread became clear—bothwanted

to trade shadowpunches at each other be-
foreunleashingthefull-bloodiedhooksand
punches. Steadily, often taking an eternity
formoves,theyplasteredthebaselikeanas-
siduousmason, slowly fixing the gaps, the
minute loopholes cracks, arranging the
troops in theperfect order. Thiswasnotgo-
ing to be a game of ambush, but one of
straight bunker to bunker firing. It was just
thematter of the king firing theorders. The
orders came quite late in the game—on the
14thmove, after almost two hours of care-
ful positioning, into the game. Tania’s eyes
firmeduplikethoseof anArmyGeneralbe-
forebeltingout theshootingorders.
Buthardworkentailedforbothplayers—

whoever pursued a win had to breach
throughlayersofcarefullyplacedtroops.You
could shoot one down; you could get shot
too. It was exactly how the game panned
out—Tania captured a rook and Salome re-
turned in kind. In a fewmoments, lashes of
swords were flying around. By the 26th
move, Tania had taken out another pawn,
bothbishopsandknight;heropponenthad
two of her pawns, a bishop and knight too.
Thematchhadopenedup,therewerefewer
pieces on the board (though that does not
mean an endgame is near), but neither had

made a considerable territorial advantage,
or rather,whatever thrusts theymadewere
even. Tania had a foot on Salome’s ground
andSalomehadoneonTania’stoo.Asifeach
weremirroringeachother’sgames.

Warminus shooting
The exchange of firing continued—the

Orwellian warminus shooting fits a non-
combat sport like chessmore thanphysical
sports, because the game in essence is a
war—thoughthespoilsweremostlyshared.
Both lost thequeens, andbythe35thmove,
all that remainedwere pawns, a rook and
king.Thekinginsightfortheboth,arousing
climaxloomed.Butallthreeresultsloomed—
aTaniawin,aSalometriumphandadraw.A
draw itwas to be—as is often the casewith
Ruy Lopez lines, an opening with a high
drawingrate.
Tania, whose unbeaten streak has ex-

tendedto6gamesnow,andIndiawouldtake
the .5points (with theblackpieces)helping
themretaintheir topspotafter thevictories
ofKoneruHumpyandRVaishali,andHarika
Dronavalli’s draw. Her eyes had a not-too-
happyor sad look.
A lot of India A team’s success owes to

Tania and her unstoppable form. Tania had
been her team's leading light aswell as the
firefighter, the rock that has held her team
fromrolling down theprecipice.Her versa-
tilityisunderstated—shecanattackaswellas
grinddownopponents,holdfortorlauncha
rapid counterattack. All those virtues have
shonethroughhergamesthiscampaign,and
her eyes have captured all the attending
emotions.
Her Olympiad logbook—played: 6;won

4, drawn: 2, points: 5/6—looks exemplary.
It’s instructive to revisit someof her games.
AgainstRushkonaSaidova,sheclawedback,

withacalculativebutpatientgamefromthe
brink of a defeat with the black pieces in a
marathonmatch. Against Hungary in the
fourth round, she dug deep to procure a
match-winning point. Her defiance has
blazedasmuchasher intelligence.
The run of form presents the perfect

time to revisit her legacy too—she was a
mould-breaker in Indian chess, among the
first to bust chess as a game of aloof, with-
drawngeniusesstereotype.Shewasdiffer-
ent—articulate, extroverted and fashion-
able, with an ability to deconstruct the
complicated chess language to the lay lis-
tener inhercommentary. Sheshowedthat
chess players should not necessarily con-
form to a type outside the chess hall. And
this Olympiad, she has reinforced that she
is incredibly difficult to beat too. A cold-
eyeddefiance—ithasbeenthepredominant
emotionof her eyes.

CHESSOLYMPIAD

TaniaSachdevhasplayed6,won4anddrawn2at theChessOlympiad. AICF

ANDREWAMSAN
AUGUST3

DUETOticketdelays,theIndianmixedrelay
quarter-milers reached Cali, Colombia, for
the ongoing U20World Championships on
theeveof theirheats.
Reaching the team hotel around 9 pm

andspendingthenextmorningcompleting
accreditation formalitiesmeant thequartet
of Barath Sridhar, PriyaMohan, Kapil and
Rupalcompetedintheheatswithoutevena
practice run.
“Theysteppedontothetrackfor thefirst

timestraighttocompete,”saysPriya’scoach
ArjunAjay.
The youngsters did not let the pre-race

hurdles hamper their performance as they
broke the U20 Asian record in the heats
(3:19.62s)andrewrote themark in the final
(3:17.76s)forthesilvermedal.Theyfinished
just .07 seconds behind winners USA
(3:17.69s)andacomfortabletwoseconds(at
least 10m ahead) better than third-placed
Jamaica.Itwasalsoathree-secondimprove-
ment on their bronze-winning effort at the
last edition and two seconds better than
India’s senior team’s effort in the Tokyo
Olympics. India are now second on the all-
timeWorld list behind America and ahead
ofcountrieslikeNigeria,JamaicaandPoland.
Indiawere the bronzemedallists in the

lasteditionoftheJrWorldsinNairobiwhere
the squadwas the same but for Rupal’s in-
clusion inplaceof Summy.
The competition at this edition was

tougher as countries like the United States,
Britain,Australia,JapanandGermanydidnot
participateinNairobiduetoCovidconcerns.
“Lasttime,whenwewonthebronzebuta

lot of people called it a luckymedal because
several countries did not take part. But this
time,noonecanraisesuchquestions.Wehave
answeredourcritics.Wewouldhavegot the
gold if not for the last-minute push by the
American(KennedyWade),”saysArjun.

With a fixedM-W-M-W format for the
competition,Rupalwasstrategicallyplaced
inthefinallegtoputherlonglegstouse.The
Meerutathlete,who ironicallydoesn’t even
haveasynthetictrackinherhometown,tried
her best to chase down the American but
Wadedidnotliftherfootoff thepedal inthe
last50m.
“Weweregoingforgoldandtheplanwas

thatRupalwouldpushinthe last80morso.
ButWade surprised us by giving that last
push,” saysArjun.
Therewasalotofcommotionintherun-

up to theU20Worldswith the Indian team
announcedjustdaysbeforethecompetition.
The teamwas then stranded in NewDelhi
for awhilewith ticket delays adding to the
pressure.
Arriving on the eveof their heatsmeant

virtuallynotimeforpractice,forgetacclima-
tising and getting over the jet lag from the
30-hour-plus flight via Amsterdam. Coach
Arjunknewjet lagwouldbeahugeissue,so
hedialledupa skater friend fromColombia
for ideas.
“WefiguredoutthattomatchColombia’s

pattern, wewould have to stay up all night
on the flight for at least 8-9 hours. Glad it
workedwell forus,”hesays.
It was Priya and Rupal that anchored

India’s race inCali. Theystillhavetheir indi-
vidual400meventsemifinalsandfinals left
apartfromthewomen’s4x400mrelayevent.
Justhoursbeforethemixedrelaysfinals,

Rupal (52.50s) and Priya (52.56s) ran the
400m heats to qualify for the semis. If the
duocompetesinalltheeventslinedup,they
willenduprunningseven400mracesinthe
spanof sixdays.
India’s run, especially Priya and Rupal’s

effort,caughttheeyeofalotofUSuniversity
coaches.“MyInstagramDMsarefullofmes-
sages from coaches who want to know if
RupalandPriyawouldconsiderjoiningtheir
universitiesonscholarship. I toldthemthey
willhavetofirstcompletetheirdegrees,”says
Arjun.

The Indian4x400mjuniorrelayteamaftercomingsecondat theU20World
Championships. WorldAthletics/Youtube

India Jrs leave Jamaica
behind, run US close

B-UBBLEBURSTS
TheIndiaBbubbleburstonthe

sixthround,as they lost to
Armenia2.5-1.5.ThoughDGukesh
stretchedhisdreamrunandNihal
Sarinekedoutatightdraw,B
AdhibanandRaunakSadhwani
lost theirgames.Gukeshwaltzed
pastArmeniatop-seededGabriel
Sargisantogivehis teamimpetus,
buthiscolleagues faltered.
Nihal, seemingly thepatchiest

in formamongthefour,heldonto
adrawwithblackpiecesagainst
HrantMelkyuman.But thenhit
thesetbacks,oneafter theother,as
Adhibanwhowas infine form
stumbledagainstSamvelTer-
Sahakyan.Thematchwassquared
at1.5-1.5,butSadhwani's stumble
turnedouttobecostly.
Besidethemweretheir senior

team,whomanageda2-2draw
againstastrongUzbekistanwho
haddrawntheUSAtwodaysago
andareemergingasareal force in
thetournament.ButPentala
Harikrishnagavethema1-0 lead,
beatingthedangerousNodirbek
Abdusattarov,whohadstunned
FabianoCaruana.But therestofhis
teammatescouldnotbuildonthe
momentum.ViditGujarathiand
ArjunErigasai settled fordraws,
puttingtheteaminsightof a
victory,butShamsiddinVokhidov
consignedKSasikarantoadefeat
torestoreparity.
Armenia’swinwouldmean

that they leapover IndiaBtothe
topof thetable.

Alotof IndiaAteam’s
successowesto
Taniaandher
unstoppable form

Leading light and firefighter

CROSSWORD4811

ACROSS
1Inferiorarticles thatdon’t last
long(7)
4Movedfastwhenaccountgot in
thered(5)
7Turnout tobethesmallest
(4)
8Yields fromTVshares (8)
10Noteskept inapocketbook
perhaps (5,5)

12Showapadreout (6)
13Thebalancemounts (6)
15Sidegivendrink formorale?
(4,6)

18Madenoteswithnosignsof
worry (8)

19She’s spotted followingaband
(4)

20Archer’saccent? (5)
21Findsomething irritatingand
withdrawfromevent (7)

DOWN
1Takeoff fromthe landing field
(5)
2Schemeforchurchtocontain
prisonoutbreak(8)
3Timetomakethingspalatable
(6)
4Abooktobecriticallyexamined
butnotbought (6,4)
5Objectiveaction?(4)
6Diana’sagirl cashier (7)
9Anotedsoporific (6,4)
11Instrumentcertainlyshorter
whenbroken(8)

12Stinkerof aplace torenovate
(7)

14Instigatessomesimple
arrangement (6)

16Showhowtocheatperhaps (5)
17Shehas themshortenedtoa
degree (4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Therearecertain ties
and involvements
whichcanneverbe
broken.However,

youmustmakeminor
adjustments if youare to
continueto liveanexistence
that is fulfillingandsatisfying
fromapersonalpointof view.
Hopefullyyouhaven’tbacked
yourself into toomuchof
acorner.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
NowthatVenus,
planetof love, is
offeringyougentle
encouragement,you

must takeoneor twoimportant
steps.The first is to
acknowledgethatotherpeople
havetheadvantage.Thesecond
isallowthemtoenjoy their
periodofdominance.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Try to thinkof a
possessionor
personalcontactyou
are losingas
somethingthatyou

mightbebetteroffwithout.You
knowbetter thananyonethat
your futurehappinessdepends
morethananythingona
changeof attitude.Strangely, it
wouldprobablyalsodo
partnersgood if youaltered
youropinions.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Inspiteof themany
obstacles that
circumstancesare
placing inyourpath,

the long-termplan is still
working inyour favour.Never
imaginethatyouarepowerless
in the faceof fate.You’renot,
and if there’sanythingastrology
canteachyou, then it’showto
createyourownfuture.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Don’texpect
businessaffairs togo
exactlyaccordingto
plan.Ontheother

hand, there is reallynoneedto
worryaboutshort-term
hiccupsturning into long-term
catastrophes- justas longas
youkeepyour fingeronthe
pulse.Thatwayyou’llbe
prepared for theunexpected.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Sureyouhaveyour
shyside,butanyone
whostillbelieves
thatyouarealways

timid isabout tobeput firmly in
theirplace.However,over the
next threedaysyoucanexpect
tomeetconsiderablymore
oppositionthanformany
weeks, so takeapositive
approachand listento
goodadvice.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Concernabouta
personalmatter is
dueto increaseover
thenext forty-eight

hours,but this isall to thegood
if it alertsyoutopossible
weaknesses.Putyour timeto
goodaccountbycleaningup
yourdiet, improvingyour
exerciseanddevotingmore
attentiontoresponsibilities.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
There’saminor
planetarycycleat
workthataffects
yoursignandwhich

comestoaheadover the
comingtwoor threedays.The
opportunitieswhichnowopen
upshouldbeprofoundly
creative in thebroadest sense
andcould,eventually, leadtoa
lifewhich is somuchmore
satisfying.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Peopleathomewill
begearingupfora
fight.This isoneof
thosedisputes in

whichnothingof substance
seemstobe involvedbeyonda
feelingthatsomeone’spride
hasbeenhurt.But, then, it’s
whatexactlypeople feel that
counts, andthat’swhythey
needtobeplacated.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Itmaybewise to
waitanother few
daysbefore
pressurising

anybodyelse intoa firm
commitment.The fact is that
closepartnersmayfeelmuch
morestronglyaboutyour ideas
thanyourealised.Youshould
probablyspenda littleextra
effortonpersuasion.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
You’re inagenerally
prosperousphase,
butassoonasyou
stopconcentrating,

costscouldshootup.All that
happens financially fromnow
until theweekendmaynotbe
entirely toyour liking.This is
oneof thosetimeswhenyou
havetoaccept that theplanets
couldbepushingyou ina
newdirection.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Youmustbevery
carefulwhat tactics
youapplyover the
comingdays.You

mayfeel that it iswisest tosit
backand letevents take their
owncourse, interveningonly in
themostcritical situations. If
someoneclose isabsolutely
determinedtogotheirown
way, thenat leastyoucanmake
sure that theysucceed.
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DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Our____oftinourselvesdolie-Shakespeare(8)

SOLUTION:BELIE,EVERY,SUFFIX,DIMWIT
Answer:Ourremediesoftinourselvesdolie-Shakespeare

BILEE FFUXIS

VEERY IITWDM

SolutionsCrossword4810:Across: 1Goonholiday,9Egoists,10Limbo,11Used,12
Keystone,14Enigma,16Ordeal,18Felonies,19Span,22Right,23Outdone,24
Gliderpilot.Down:2Ozone,3Nose,4Oyster,5Illusory,6Armhole,7Reducedfare,8
Moneylender,13Emanated,15Illegal,17Detour,20Photo,21Etui.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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CWG effect: Women’s T20 leading cricket’s charge for Olympic inclusion

SHIVANINAIK
BIRMINGHAM,AUGUST3

ASWOMEN’Scricketgetsauditionedandob-
served at the BirminghamCommonwealth
Games for a possible and permanent entry
intotheGamesgigs–suchasOlympics-the
cityonceagainfindsitselfatanimportantin-
flectionpoint inthesport’shistory.
Waybackin1973,seventeamshadlined

up,mostly donning the inconvenient short
culottesskirtsinwhite,toplayintheinaugu-
ralWomen’sWorld Cup in1973, the final of
which between England and Australiawas
hostedatEdgbaston.Thiswasafulltwoyears
beforethe inauguralMen’sWorldCup.
Now,almost50yearslater,withwomen’s

T20leadingthewayintotheCommonwealth
Games, cricket isagainonthecuspof some-
thing big –with Los Angeles 2028 Games
inviting presentations from the sport, and
2032Brisbanenotlikelytobeaversetoasport
that is taking its first ‘Games’ strides in
Birmingham.
It was neighbouringWolverhampton’s

Jack Hayward, a Midlands businessman,
whowasthefirst financial supporterof the
women’s game, putting in 40,000 pounds
for theWomen’sWorld Cup to take off. A
WWIIpilotwhoflewDakotaswithsupplies
for the ‘Forgotten Army’ in Burma, or the
multinationalCommonwealth Fourteenth
Army largely ignored for being far away
fromEurope,Haywardwenton topourhis
legacybusinesswealth intowhatwasthen
yetanobscurecause–women’scricket.He
is famous for having said, “I love cricket. I
love women. And women’s cricket com-
bines both.”
But it was his enduring friendshipwith

England captain Rachael Heyhoe Flint that
gottheboisterousEnglishman,whomovedto
the Bahamas later, to rally behind the
women’sgameandensurethatthefinalwent
aheadinBirmingham.
“JackHayward'scontributionwashuge,”

says crickethistorianRaf Nicholson, evenas
women’scricketundergoesanotherroundof
auditions, thoughthe financialbenevolence
is not expected to come fromcricket boards
and the ICC, beyond the CWG thrust. “He
madeitactuallypossiblepaying40thousand
pounds,which in 1971was a huge amount.
He paid that much worth of costs in that
amount to bring all these teams to England.
Andwithout him, theywouldn’t be able to
haveall thatmoneyanddoall that.Without
him, thatWorld Cup wouldn’t have hap-
pened.So,hewasahugecontributingfactor
to it.”
Cricket’s inclusion in the CWG, besides

addingtheextramedalforgenderparityand
fillingupEdgbastonwithfamilies, isalsobe-
ingviewedasapathwayforthesport,which
caterstoIOC’sperennialquestionof ‘Howdo
yousolveaproblemlikeIndia?’withitshuge
population,andmiserlymedals.
“There'llbeplentyofpeoplewatchingthe

CommonwealthGames.AndwithinICC,beit
within ECB,within other cricket boards like
BCCI, trying to see what cricket being in-
cludedinothermulti-sporteventslookslike.
How itworks, what does it feel like for the
players?Andalso,does it actuallygenuinely
leadtomoreexposureforcricket?”Nicholson

says,adding,“Andhowwillcricketrespondto
justbeingoneamongst lotsof other sports?
So, I thinktheCommonwealthGames is ina
way a testing ground forOlympic inclusion.
Obviously,theCommonwealthGamesisnot
asbigas theOlympics, but it’s still abitof an
experimentwhether it works for cricket to
be included in a multi-sport event and
whether thebenefits are for the ICC topush
onreallywithOlympic inclusion.”

Significant development
The thronging of crowds at Edgbaston

whichwitnessed the firstWorld Cup final

ever, is also seen as awin for thewomen’s
game, to carve an identity beyond being an
appendagetothemen’sone.The1998CWG
edition with men’s teams never took off
thereafter.“WomenatCWGisdefinitelyvery
significant. Andwhat it showsme is that
women’scricketdoesn’thavetofollowwhat
men’scricketdoes.Itcanleadthewayasital-
wayshasbeendoing,likeitdidinholdingthe
firstWorld Cup. In that way, it shows that
women’s cricket can sometimes go in new,
interesting directions and doesn’t always
have to followwhatmen’s cricket is doing.
Andactually,reinforcesthefactthattheyare
twoseparatesports.So,I’dsayit’sverysignif-
icant,” Nicholson says. A little like netball’s
self-sufficiency.
Haywardwas the first real benefactor of

women’s cricket and themoney thatheput
into it for those fewyears in the1970s really
helpedwomen’s cricket growmuchmore
quickly than itwould have done otherwise.
Because obviously, being a totally amateur
sport, itwaswholly reliant on those kind of
financialdonationsatthattime.Itmeantthat
they could have aWorld Cup. Itmeant they
couldhaveothertours.Beforethat,Hayward
funded for themtogoto theCaribbean.And
heactuallywithdrewhisfinancialsupportaf-
ter Flintwas sacked from the England cap-
taincy in 1977. In the historical scheme of
things, his financial support didn’t last that
long.Butitwasverysignificantinthehistory
ofwomen’scricket.
The MCC, which embraces women’s

cricketnow,andincludesabunchofnotable

onesasmembers,wasn’tverychuffedbackin
the1970s,andhadstatedthatwomencould
train at Lord’s, but not playmatches there.
“TheMCCregretsnodatesareavailable,”had
been the curt response. Edgbaston had
stepped in happily. The folks at Lord’s had
beenapoplecticwhenthe firstmembership
request had arrived, in times when the
women’s teamwouldoftenplayagainst old
– senior – English teams, with Len Hutton
turningup.
Seasonedjournalistsrecallcatty,luridand

sexistreportagefollowingthewomen’ssport
backthen,withlineslike“there’salovelyfine
leg’”and“athighpadmightnotbenecessary.”
Oneoftheleadingnamesofthosetimes,hav-
ingreadreamsofsexisttripe,though,shotback
calling the protective box, a silly ‘manhole
cover’.Flintthoughbeganwritingonthesport
for differentmagazines, under variouspseu-
donyms,toaccuratelytellanimportantstory.
Amulti-facetedwoman, itwas said theonly
thingshecouldn’tdo,orbotherwith,wascook-
ing.HerfriendHaywardwouldstandlikearock
insupportofher.
The final of the cricket event of the

CommonwealthGames is said tobealready
sold out. Obviously, Edgbaston ‘E’ isn’t any-
thing likeasbig (25,000)as theMCG‘G’ that
the Aussies filled up for the last T20World
Cup final. “But obviously, it’s a phenomenal
achievement assumingwe do get that full
house. It’ll be an absolutely fantastic day for
women’s cricket,” Nicholson says. Fantastic
and one that Hayward reckoned women
playerscompletelydeserved.

MIHIRVASAVDA
AUGUST3

AMRITAMAANslips intonostalgiamodeat
the mere mention of ‘sacrifice’: raising a
child as a single parent, in a tiny govern-
mentquarter in South-WestDelhi,waking
upearly in themorning todropherdaugh-
ter Tulika to school onabike, and then rid-
ing roughly 20km to a police station in
Rajouri Garden, the bustling West Delhi
neighbourhood,where shewasposted.
TheendlesshoursTulikaspentinaroom

at the police station after school, because
noonewas there athome to lookafterher,
later admitting her to a judo club so she
couldspendacoupleofhourseverydaynot
surrounded by cops – or criminals – and
takingmultiple personal loans and drying
up the savings to support her career in a
sport that was, in the beginning, just a
‘time-pass activity’.
“You can’t gain anythingwithout sacri-

fice,” Amrita, an assistant sub-inspector
with Delhi Police, says. “And I am a single
parent, so I had to go through a high level
of it.”
OnWednesday, all of it – “Tulika’smis-

chief, temper, the loans…everything,” she
says, laughing–felt ‘worth it’. The23-year-
old finished on the podium at the
Birmingham Commonwealth Games, be-
coming only the second Indian judoka af-
ter ShushilaDevi Likmabamtowina silver
at theGames.
Afterbreezingthroughherearlyrounds

without much trouble, Tulika lost to
Scotland’s Sarah Adlington in the gold
medal bout of the +78kg category.
Adlington, who weighed 16kg more than
the Indian at 110kg, made themost of her

advantage by creatingmost of the scoring
chances. Like boxing, in judo too, it counts
if the fighter is seen tobe attacking. Tulika,
who tried to counterattack, was handed a
coupleofwarnings–called ‘shido’ in judo–
beforeshelostbyippon, judo’sequivalentof
a pin inwrestling.
Tulika’ssilver,however,assumessignif-

icance because, just a fewmonths ago, she
was contemplating quitting the sport.
Despite being a two-timeCommonwealth
Championshipgoldmedallist, the23-year-
old did not feature in the initial squad
namedbytheJudoFederationof India, (JFI),
which is run by a Committee of
Administrators.
No clear-cut explanation was given for

her exclusion by the technical committee
responsible for selecting the team. In an
email to the JFIpresident, Tulikahadcalled
thedecision ‘unfortunate’.
“Kindlyaddmyweight category+78kg

in the above selection, otherwise I haveno

other option to leave judo forever due to
wrongmanagement and selection criteria
of JFI,” shehadwritten.
Afterseveral interventions, includingby

hercoachYashpalSolanki,erstwhile feder-
ation secretary Man Mohan Jaiswal and
Indian Olympic Association general secre-
tary Rajeev Mehta, Tulika’s name was
addedat the lastminute.
But the episode affected her mentally,

Amrita says. “It was a very difficult phase.
Shewas very concerned about how things
wouldpanout.
“I couldn’t showher that Iwas upset so

I tried to keepher in apositivemindset.”

Life of hardships
It’s something Amrita has done all her

life, especially after her husband passed
away when Tulika was still very young. “I
had to report for duty at Rajouri Police
Station at 9 amwhenTulikawas in school.
We lived at the government quarters in

Jharoda,wherethepolice trainingcentre is
located. So, I used to drop her off at 7.20,
drive to work and then, an auto-rickshaw
would bring her to the police station after
school. She spent the rest of the day there,
studying andplaying,” Amrita says.
Judowas justanactivity thatTulikawas

introducedtosothatshecouldspendafew
hours elsewhere. Amrita admittedher to a
club run by a former national-level player,
SangeetaGupta, in theneighbourhood.
Amrita,eventoday,hasnointerest inthe

sport. But as her daughter started taking a
serious interest in it, thefinancialpressures
began taking their toll. “If I earned Rs 10, I
spent Rs 40 on her training and other re-
quirements. Ihavetaken3-4personal loans,
and withdrawnmoney frommy pension
funds…Ididwhatevershewanted.Zindagi
kikamai lagadi (put inmylife’searnings).”
Roughlysixyearsago,Tulikawasadmit-

ted to the Sports Authority of India Centre
inBhopal,whereshestartedtrainingunder

Solanki, a former India international and
ArjunaAwardee,wholefthis jobinthestate
intelligence services to becomea coach.
Tulika, Solanki says, is known for her

strength and long reach because of her
height – she’s almost six-foot tall. “But
whatevershe’sachievedtodayisallbecause
of her mother,” Solanki says. “Such is the
bondingthatevenother Indianteammem-
bers prefer staying at her housewhenever
theyare inDelhiandtheyallcallhermom.”
Amrita says it’s ‘good luck’ that the ju-

dokasconsiderheramother figure.Butshe
has one complaint: the overdose of judo.
“Saara din bas judo… judo lage rehte.
“ I used to yell at them, ‘mera dimaag

mat kharab karo!’”
Curiously,Wednesdaywasthefirst time

Amritasawherdaughtercompete live.And
she finished on the podium. “There’s been
a lot of struggle for this, andwe faced it all
by ourselves. So, it does feel special,” she
says, slipping intonostalgia once again.

JudokaTulikaMaan’s
silvermedalatCWG
hasa lot todowithher
mother’sefforts to
realiseherdream

EXPRESSINBIRMINGHAM

(Left) India’sTulikaMaanreactsafterwinninghermatchonWednesday.PTI; (Right)Tulika (L)withhersisterVanshikaandmotherAmrita.

MEDAL’STALLY
RankNation Gold SilverBronze Total
1. Australia 42 34 34 110
2. England 35 34 24 93
3. NewZealand 14 8 7 29
4. Canada 12 17 19 48
5. SouthAfrica 6 5 7 18
6. India 5 5 5 15

SHIVANINAIK
BIRMINGHAM,AUGUST3

AGOLDmedalmiss rubbed into their face
by a wildly celebrating Malaysian team
might justproveatriggerforrenewedfocus
for four of India’s Thomas Cupwinning he-
roes,whowerehumbled3-1goingdownat
the National Exhibition Centre Arena in
Tuesday’sCWGMixedTeamfinal.
SatwiksairajRankireddylatersaidhehad

never seen Kidambi Srikanth cry in his life,
likewhenthelattertooktheblameforIndia’s
loss,hiserror-strewnthirdsetagainstNgTze
Yong, sending India 2-1 down in the finals
tie.Earlier,SatwikandChiragShettytoohad
lost to AaronChia –Wooi Soh 21-18, 21-15,
promptingSatwiktoshareintheresponsibil-
ity for Indianot being able todefend this ti-
tle.“Srikanthannawassodistraught.Butit’s
not just his mistake though he’s blaming
himself. Even I lost a match,” Satwik said,
owninguptolapsesthatcostIndiaagoldaf-
tera19-21,21-6,21-16 loss.
LaterPVSindhuinformedthat Indiahad

pencilled inmen’s singlesasa likelywin for
Srikanth giving them a two point cushion
fromsingles.Whilethetrio’stwolosseshas-

tened the process, India were up against a
very strongMalaysian doubles unit, and al-
ways iffy in a 2-3 singles-doubles split of
points.
TherewerethosewhobelievedLakshya

Sencould’veplayedinstead–andaboldcall
it could have been. But Ngwas on fire and
how the younger Indian shuttler might
haverespondedremainshypothetical,with
thedoublesstill indoubtandnoguarantees
of thosepoints.ForSatwik,whatwasabun-
dantly clear was that just like the Thomas

Cup was a joint success, this was a collec-
tivesetback.Afailure, toput itbluntly,given
Satwikwasn’t backingaway fromcalling it
that. Perhaps the greatest takeaway from
thissilverwouldbehowIndia’shighly fan-
ciedshuttlersviewedthisasa failurerather
thanshruggingoff thepoorday,andaccept-
ing the silver.
“Gayatri and Treesa were very disap-

pointedafter their lossandTreesacriedtoo.
I’m happy that the painwas there. This has
really fired us up, especially Chirag and

SrikanthAnna.This isnot theendforusand
maybe the tough losseswill pushus to big-
ger results.Maybe Srikanthwill winWorld
Championshipgold!Everydayisafirstday,”
Satwikwouldavow.
Satwikhasabunchof superstitions, one

amongst which is he refuses to watch
Srikanthplay,because itdriveshimtoanxi-
ety. “Actually any Indian athletes. Today
morning I couldn’t watch theweightlifting
girl. It’s so easy to play your ownmatch in
comparison. I walked out when Srikanth
annastarted,butIcouldstillhearthescorein
bigTVsoIputloudmusic. Itwassoirritating.
Then it was painful to watch him cry,” he
wouldsaycandidlyadmittingtobeoneright
chicken, asa fan.
Assuch,the18-15leadintheopeningset

theIndianpairingbotcheddisastrously,con-
cededthemomentum,andtheyneverfound
theirwayback.TheMalaysians,hurtingfrom
the 2018 CWG loss and Thomas Cup quar-
tersouster,cameinwithadefiniteedgeand
apointtoprove.ThoughPVSindhuwonher
match22-20, 21-17– after a 19-all slouch–
in straight sets againstGoh JinWei, the two
losses up front left littlemargins for wom-
ensandmixeddoubles.
“Idefinitelywantedtowingold.Wewere

going in as a strong team, andneeded to be
consistent. Ireallywantedtocontributeone
point to India’swin. It’s been awhile since I
lost a team tie, but unfortunately i couldn’t
win today,” Srikanthwouldsay later.
At 9-8 in the third, after a typical slow

Srikanthstartandasubsequentrallytolevel
sets, the 29-year-old hit to theMalaysian’s
backhand.Whenunder thepump,Srikanth
couldsimplynotstemhiserrors,anditmade
matters worse for him that theMalaysian
wasridingawaveofconfidence,drawingfor
thenoisy support. Indiabarelyhadany fans
inthearena,andthelistlessnessmirroredon
the courts. CoachMathias Boe fronting up
themedia, was categorical that noonewas
happywiththesilver. “Hopefully itcangeta
littlebitof angeroutofpeople torespondin
the individual event now. And increase the
thirstforgoldincomingdays,”hesaid.“They
need todigest this,”headded.
There was unanimity that the Indians

lackedmassivelyinstayingcomposed,made
amateurish errors and theMalaysians held
their nerve better. “A littlemore calm,” he
urged. And a lotmore anger tomake good
the revised saying: lose some,winmany, as
many as five goldmedals come up for the
taking incomingdays.

India’sKidambiSrikanthwearsadejected lookafterhismen’s singles loss. PTI

‘Srikanth anna was so distraught. It’s not just his mistake’

TheCommonwealthGames is still anexperimenttoseewhether itworks for
cricket tobe included inamulti-sportevent. PTI
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Ghosal subdues
best friend
Willstrop, wins
historic bronze
SHASHANKNAIR
AUGUST3

JAMESWILLSTROP had beaten long-time
friend Saurav Ghosal nine times before
Wednesday, almost always in a convincing
fashion, in straight games. Both coached by
Willstrop’slegendaryfather-coachMatthew,
knoweachother’sgames insideout.
Willstrop was the defending

Commonwealth Games champion but fin-
ishedoutsidethepodiuminBirminghamaf-
ter the IndianNo.1 finallybeat the38-year-
old 11-6 11-1 11-4 Englishman to take the
bronzemedal.
Ghosal’s promising career, ever sincehe

wontheBritishJuniortitlein2004,hasseen
many ups and downs. He has won titles
acrosstheworldbutwhenitcametothebig
one, he often faltered. A medal at the
Commonwealth Gameswas, in his words,
‘thegloss’missing fromhis trophycabinet.
Three years ago, Ghosal was in a battle

with an Egyptian known as the ‘Beast’.
MohamedEl-ShorbagywasthethenWorld
No.2andGhosalwasinthefightofhislifeat
theWorld Championship quarter-finals.
Then a 33-year-old, Ghosal had spent 15
yearsonthesquashcircuitandif thingswent
hisway, itwouldhavebeen thebiggest fish
hehadever reeled in inhis career.
He ended up taking El-Shorbagy to five

gamesand85minutesbutlostonthesoftest
ofbackhands.Thefinalscoreread11-5,9-11,
9-11, 12-10, 10-12 but it was that last point
inthelastgamethatalwaysrankledGhosal.
Ghosalhadthechancetochangehowhis

historyreadonceagainonTuesdaywhenhe
took on yet another World No. 2 in New
Zealand’s PeterColl. But the lankyKiwiwas
operating on a different stratosphere, com-
bininghisother-worldlyreachtofishoutthe
tightest of angles while using his superior
athleticismtocounterwhateverGhosalhad
to offer. By the third game, the Indian had
emptied his tank, trying a variety of shots
againsthisKiwiconqueror.
It suggested that perhaps the effort had

taken enough out of him and the bronze
match in a day’s timewas a bridge too far.
Ghosaldisagreed.
Therewas the precedent of him having

lost his bronze medal match at the 2014
GlasgowGames–againstWillstrop toboot.
But that elusive singlesmedal that he had
been chasing for years finally landed in
Birmingham.
Ghosal went into the bronze medal

match tired and broken, but pulled out all
the stops againstWillstrop. Thiswasn’t the
Willstropofoldeither.Turning39thissum-
mer, the Englishman has seen better days
andhis reactions toGhosal’s shots, particu-
larlyon the forehandside,were telling.

SauravGhosal finallyhasa
CommonwealthGamesmedal. PTI

Silver lining in sacrifice of singlemomcop
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