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Pak floods:
Modi reaches
out, talks on
to extend aid

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 29

IN HIS first statement on the
floods in Pakistan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday said he was “saddened”
to see the devastation and
“hoped for an early restoration
of normalcy”.

The Indian Express has learnt
thatdiscussions are underway at
the highest levels on the possi-
bility of extending humanitarian
assistance to Pakistan. While no
decision has been taken yet, top
officials in South Block are learnt
to be discussing the options on
the table.

If cleared, it will be the first
time since the BJP government
came to power in 2014 that India
will be extending aid to Pakistan
on account of a natural disaster.

In the past, under the then
UPA government, India ex-
tended assistance to Pakistan for
the floods in 2010, and for the
earthquake in 2005.

“Saddened to see the devas-
tation caused by the floods in
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Flood-affected people line up to receive food in Pakistan’s Charsadda, Monday. AP REPORT,P12

Jio 5G in 4 metros within 2
months: Ambani at AGM

Succession: Akash in telecom, Isha in retail

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

RELIANCE JIO will roll out high-
speed mobile internet services
on its 5G network by Diwali in
metro cities like Delhi, Mumbai,

New
frontiers
@® intech

EXPLAINED

5G WILL not only reduce
latency and allow much
faster downloads, it will
make it easy for several
devices to connect to
each other, unleashing a
much more immersive
experience.

Chennai and Kolkata, Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL) Chairman
and Managing Director Mukesh
Ambani said Monday. The com-
pany has committed an invest-
ment of Rs 2 lakh crore into net-
work deployment, he said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

First time, daily-wager suicides
cross quarter of national total

Daily wage earners largest group among suicide victims;
11.52% rise in deaths in 2021 against national avg of 7.17%

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

MARKING A steady increase
since 2014, the share of daily wa-
gers among those who die by
suicide in the country has
crossed the quarter mark for the
first time, according to the latest
report of the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) —onein
four of the recorded 1,64,033 sui-
cide victims during 2021 was a
daily wage earner.

The report — “Accidental
Deaths and Suicides in India” —
shows that daily wage earners
remained the largest profession-
wise group among suicide vic-
tims in 2021, accounting for
42,004 suicides (25.6 per cent).

RISING SUICIDE RATE OF DAILY WAGE WORKERS
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In 2020, too, daily wage earn-
ers accounted for the highest

MORE REPORTS
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share, with 37,666 (24.6 per
cent) of the 1,53,052 recorded
suicides in the country. In 2019,
before the Covid outbreak, the
share of daily wage earners was

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Crime against
kids: a third still
under POCSO

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 29

THELATEST reportreleased by the
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB)shows that 1,49,404 cases
of crime against children were
registered in 2021 of which 53,874
— 36.05 per cent — were under
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO).
There were 47,221 POCSO
cases out of 1,28,531 cases of
crime against children in 2020
(36.73 per cent) and 47,335 of
1,48,185 such cases in 2019
(31.94 per cent).
NCRB data on cases registered
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Indians get nearly twice as many US
student visas as Chinese this year

ALIFIYAKHAN,
TUSHARVERMA &
HARLEEN AGARWAL
PUNE, NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

CHINA REMAINS the top overall
source of international students
to America, but Indians have got
almost twice the number of stu-
dent visas as the Chinese in the
first seven months of this year,
shows an analysis of non-immi-
grantvisasissued by the US State
Department up to July.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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RAHUL DOESN’T
HAVE APTITUDE OR
INTEREST IN
POLITICS: AZAD

THAROOR CALLS FOR
‘FREE AND FAIR’
CONTEST FOR CONG
CHIEF POST PAGE 5

Latest from wrestling chief: seers bless
aspirants at World champlonshlp trials

MIHIRVASAVDA
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 29

JUST 54 seconds after it began,
the bout to determine the
wrestler who would represent
India at the World Championship
in the 59-kg category had to be
abruptly stopped.

Not due toinjury or a techni-
cal glitch. But because the
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI), which organised the
women's selection trials held at
SAI (Sports Authority of India)

At the trials in Lucknow on Monday. Mihir Vasvada

Centre in Lucknow, forgot to in-
vite the chief guests, a group of
seers from Ayodhya, on the mat
to “bless” the two competitors

before the winner-takes-all bout.
And so, former world cham-
pionship medallist Pooja Dhanda
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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CORRIGENDUM

ON 28.08.22, PAGE 4

THE REPORT, ‘After woman delivered baby outside, Safdarjung
Hospital plans changes’, erroneously states that Dr SV Arya, the hos-
pital’s former medical superintendent, was transferred after the in-
cident. Dr Arya’s full tenure as medical superintendent ended on
August 1,2022, when he attained the age of 62 years. Thereafter, he
demitted the office of medical superintendent. He now holds the
position of Professor of Surgery and Consultant at the hospital.

The error is regretted.

Rain alert: Bengaluru schools,
colleges to remain shut today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, AUGUST 29

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER of
Bengaluru Urban K Srinivasa or-
dered closure of all schools and
PU colleges on Tuesday follow-
ing forecast of heavy rainfall
across the district.

According to the forecast,
cloudy skies and light to moder-
ate rainfall are expected in
Bengaluru till September 1.

OnMonday, heavy rainfallin
Ramanagara region of Karnataka
lead to heavy snarls on the

Bengaluru-Mysuru highway,
while the underpasses in the dis-
trict were waterlogged.

Schools in Channapatna,
Chamarajanagar, Kanakapura
and Ramanagara were also shut
following incessant rainfall.

On Monday, some areas of
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand
and Bihar also reported very
heavy to extremely heavy rain-
fall (115mm to over 200mm in
24-hours). Some of the wettest
areas were Rasipuram, Tamil
Nadu - 200mm, Koraput, Odisha
- 170mm, Mussoorie,
Uttarakahnd - 160mm.
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NCRB data

23.4 per cent (32,563) of the
recorded 1,39,123 suicides.

The latest report shows that
not only did the share of daily
wage earners among suicide vic-
tims go up during 2021, the
number increased faster than
the national average.

Atthenationallevel, the num-
ber of suicides increased by 7.17
per cent from the years 2020 to
2021.However, the number of sui-
cides in the daily wage group rose
by 11.52 per cent during this pe-
riod.

The reportlists the daily wage
numbers separately from those of
agricultural labourers, who have
been grouped in a sub-category
under the category of “Persons en-
gaged in farming sector”.

Accordingtothe report, 10,881
suicides were recorded in the
“Persons engaged in farming sec-
tor” groupin2021,including 5,318
under “farmer/cultivator” and
5,563 “agricultural labourers”.

Significantly, while the num-
ber of suicides committed by
“farmer/cultivator” has dipped -
-5,579in2020and 5,957 in 2019
-- those by “agriculture labour-
ers” has risen sharply from 5,098
in2020 and 4,324 in 2019.

The overall share of “Persons
engaged in farming sector”
among the total recorded sui-
cides stood at 6.6 per cent dur-
ing 2021, the report shows.

The report defines
“farmer/cultivator” as a person
whose “profession is farming
and includes those who cultivate
on their own land as well as
those who cultivate on leased
land/other's land with or with-
out the assistance of agricultural
labourers”.

The “agricultural labourer” has
been defined as a “person who
primarily work in farming sector
(agriculture/horticulture) whose
main source of income is from
agriculture labour activities”.

The NCRB categorises suicide
data under nine profession-wise
groups: students, professional/
salaried persons, daily wage
earner, retired persons, unem-
ployed persons, self-employed
persons, house wife, persons en-
gaged in farming sector and
other persons.

Among these groups, the
highestincrease of 16.73 per cent
was recorded by “self-employed
persons”: 20,231in2021,17,332
in 2020 and 16,098 in 2019. The
share of “self-employed per-
sons” among total suicides in the
country also increased to 12.3
per cent in 2021 from 11.3 per
centayear ago.

The “unemployed persons”
group was the only one that saw
a decline in suicides, with the
number dipping by 12.38 per
cent from 15,652 in 2020 to
13,714 suicides in 2021.

The “House wife” category
accounted for 14.1 per cent of the
total suicides during 2021 --
their number increased by 3.6
per cent from 22,374 in 2020 to
23,179in2021.

The report shows that the
number of student suicides
stood at 13,089 in 2021, up from
12,526 in 2020. In 2021, the
number of suicides by “retired
persons” stood at 1,518 while
23,547 suicides were recorded in
the “other persons” category.

According to the report,
“Family Problems (other than
marriage related problems)”
with 33.2 per cent, “Marriage
Related Problems” (4.8 per cent)
and “Illness” (18.6 per cent) to-
gether accounted for 56.6 per
cent of total suicides in the coun-
try in2021.

“This datadepicts only profes-
sion of persons who have com-
mitted suicide and has no linkage
whatsoever regarding cause of
suicide,” the report said.

“Nearly 68.1 per cent of the
male victims were married
whereas the ratio was 63.7 per
cent for the female victims. 11.0
per cent victims of suicide were
illiterate, 15.8 per cent victims of
suicide were educated up to pri-
mary level, 19.1 per cent of the
suicide victims were educated
up to middle level and 24.0 per
cent of the suicide victims were
educated up to matric level. Only
4.6 per cent of total suicides vic-
tims were graduate and above,”
the report said.

The report pegs the overall
male-female ratio of suicide vic-
tims at 72.5:27.5 during 2021.

As per the report, the rate of
suicides (defined as incidence of
suicides per one lakh of popula-
tion) was recorded at 12 -- mar-
ginally up from 11.3 in 2020 and
10.4in2019.

From the nationwide number
in 2021, the maximum of 22,207
suicides were recorded in
Maharashtra, followed by Tamil
Nadu (18,925), Madhya Pradesh
(14,956), West Bengal (13,500)and
Karnataka(13,056).Among Union
Territories, Delhi recorded the
highest number of 2,840 suicides.

“The States and UTs which
have reported higher percentage
increase in suicidesin 2021 over
2020 were Telangana (26.2 per
cent), UP (23.5 per cent),
Puducherry (23.5 per cent),
Andhra Pradesh (14.5 per cent),
Kerala (12.3 per cent), Tamil
Nadu (121 per cent),
Maharashtra (11.5 per cent) and
Manipur (11.4 per cent) while
highest percentage decrease was
reported in Lakshadweep (50.0
per cent), Uttarakhand (24.0 per
cent), Jharkhand (15.0 per cent),
Jammu & Kashmir (13.9 per
cent)and A& NIslands (11.7 per
cent),” the report said.

POCSO

under POCSO show a steady in-
crease in the rate (incidents per 1
lakh children): 12.1 in 2021
(53,276 girls, 1,083 boys); 10.6 in
both 2020 and 2019.

Sikkim has the highest rate of
sexual offences against children
with 48.6 followed by Kerala
(28.1),Meghalaya(27.8),Haryana
(24.7) and Mizoram (24.6).

The largest number of cases
registered under POCSOin 2021
was in UP (7,129) followed by
Maharashtra (6,200), Madhya
Pradesh (6,070), Tamil Nadu
(4,465) and Karnataka (2,813).

In percentage terms, the top
categories under crime against
children during 2021 were kid-
napping and abduction (45 per
cent) followed by POCSO cases.

In all, there was a 16.2 per
centrise in cases of crime against
childrenin 2021 from the previ-
ous year, according to the NCRB
report. “The crime rate regis-
tered per lakh children popula-
tion is 33.6 in 2021 in compari-
son with 28.9 in 2020,” the
report states.

Sikkim had the highest rate
of crime against children
amongst states at 72.4 followed
by Madhya Pradesh at 66.7.

Madhya Pradesh had the
highest number of actual cases
registered -- 19,173 cases in 2021.
The state also had the highest
number of cases registered in
2020 with over 17,000 cases, fol-
lowed by UP and Maharashtra.
In 2019, Maharashtra had the
highest number of cases at
19,592, followed by Madhya
Pradesh and UP.

Haryana, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana, Odisha and Assam
were the other states with the
high rates of crimes against chil-
dren in 2021. Nagaland had the
lowest rate of crime against chil-
dren at 6.2 as well as the lowest
number of cases registered in
2021 at51.The state also had the
lowest number of cases regis-
tered in 2019 with 59, as well as
in 2020 with 31.

Among union territories,
Delhi had the highest rate of
crimes against children in 2021
with 128.5 -- also the highest in
the country with over 7,000
cases registered last year.

The NCRB data show that 140
children were raped and mur-
deredin 2021, and another 1,402
murdered. There were 359 cases
of abetment to suicide of chil-
dren. The largest number of rape
and murder, as well as murder of
children took place in UP.

According to the report, there
were 121 cases of foeticide regis-
tered last year with the largest
number logged in Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat (23 each)
followed by Chhattisgarh (21)
and Rajasthan (13). There were
112 cases of foeticide in 2020,
with Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh topping the list
in that year, too.

As many as 49,535 children
were abducted last year with the
highest numbers in Maharashtra
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Shubhajit Roy talks about the war of words
between Beijing and New Delhi after a
Chinese ambassador alleged “thorough
interference” into Sri Lanka’s sovereignty

(9,415),Madhya Pradesh (8,224),
Odisha (5,135) and West Bengal
(4,026). As many as 5,345 chil-
dren were abducted in Delhi in
2021. The NCRB report states
that 29,364 children were de-
clared missing and since
deemed as kidnapped. This
number includes 12,347 minor
girls for the purpose of “being
compelled into marriage”, the
NCRB report found. It shows that
1,046 children were trafficked
last year with Delhi, Bihar and
Assam topping the list.

There were 982 cases regis-
tered under the Child Labour Act
last year with the highest number
of cases registered in Telangana
(305) followed by Assam. The re-
port states that 1,062 cases were
registered under the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act last year with
the top three states including
Karnataka, Tamil Naduand Assam.

A total of 31,170 cases were
registered against juveniles in
2021, depicting anincrease of 4.7
per cent over 2020 (29,768).

Pak floods

Pakistan. We extend our heart-
felt condolences to the families
of the victims, the injured and all
those affected by this natural
calamity and hope for an early
restoration of normalcy,” Modi
said in a tweet.

According to the latest data,
the floods have claimed over
1,100 lives in Pakistan so far. The
cash-strapped government led by
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has made anappeal for aid todeal
with the crisis that is said to have
displaced 33 million or one-sev-
enth of the country's population.

Earlier in the day, responding
toquestions ata press conference
in Islamabad, Pakistan’s Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail said the
government could “considerim-
porting vegetables and other ed-
ible items from India” to facilitate
people after the floods destroyed
crops across the country, state-
owned Radio Pakistan reported.

After Shehbaz Sharif became
the Prime Minister in April this
year, he had said that Pakistan re-
mains committed to “regional
peace and security” and seeks
“peaceful and cooperative” ties
with India. This was conveyed in
a letter to Modli, in response to
his letter to the Pakistan PM.

The two had exchanged mes-
sages as well, where Sharif had
asked Modi to come forward to
address the Kashmirissue so that
the two countries could concen-
trate on tackling poverty and un-
employment, and Modi had con-
gratulated Sharif and said that
India desires peace and stability
inaregion free of terrorism.

Jio 5G

“Within the next two
months, by Diwali, we will
launch Jio 5G across multiple key
cities, including the metropolises
of Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, and
Chennai. Subsequently, we plan
to increase the Jio 5G footprint
month after month. By
December 2023, which is less
than 18 months from today, we
will deliver Jio 5G to every town,
every taluka, and every tehsil of
our country,” Ambani said ad-
dressing RIL's 45th annual gen-
eral meeting.

Jio, which had emerged as
thelargest bidder in the 5G spec-
trum auctions held earlier this
month, had purchased airwaves
worth more than Rs 88,000
crore. It was the only company

of the four participants to have
acquired spectrum in the pre-
mium 700 MHz band. Ambani
said that Jio will deploy its 5G
network on the ‘standalone’ ar-
chitecture, a choice that de-
mands higher infrastructure
costs, compared to ‘non-stand-
alone mode’ that is being tested
by its rivals Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea.

The standalone 5G network,
which operates independently
from 4G core infrastructure, also
requires an evolved device
ecosystem that is compatible
with the network. Notably,
Ambani also said Monday that
Jio was working with Google,
which makes the Android oper-
ating system, to launch budget
5G devices. “We are working
with Google to develop ultra-af-
fordable 5G smartphones for
India,” he said.

The company had earlier em-
phasised that it is fully ready for
5Grollout in the shortest period,
backed by nationwide fibre pres-
ence, an all-IP network with no
legacy infrastructure, an indige-
nous 5G stack and strong global
partnerships across the technol-
ogy ecosystem. Ambani, during
the AGM, said with 5G in place,
Jio will launch billions of smart
sensors with connected intelli-
gence that will trigger the
Internet of Things and fuel the
fourth Industrial Revolution. “It
will connect every one, every
place and everything with the
highest quality and most afford-
able data,” he said.

Ambani said that Reliance
willinvest Rs 75,000 crore in ex-
panding capacities in the core
petrochemical and oil business.
The company will add a fifth
Giga Factory of power electron-
ics in addition to the four Giga
Factories for solar panels, energy
storage, electrolysers and fuel
cells announced last year.

In addition to these an-
nouncements, Ambani also laid
down the conglomerate’s suc-
cession plans. He said that Akash
Ambani and Isha Ambani have
taken up leadership roles in the
group’s telecom and retail busi-
nesses, respectively. Ambani’s
younger son Anant has joined
Reliance’s new energy business.

Isha Ambani said that
Reliance Retail will soon venture
into the fast moving consumer
goods (FMCG) space and offer
high-quality, affordable prod-
ucts. “We will soon start market-
ing quality goods produced by
tribals and other marginalised
communities across India,” she
said. Apart from that, she alsoan-
nounced the integration of the
group’s grocery and daily needs
delivery arm JioMart with
WhatsApp, wherein users will
be able to place JioMart orders
on WhatsApp itself and com-
plete the transaction within the
chatapp. The integration was be-
lieved to be among the reasons
behind  WhatsApp-parent
Meta’s investment of $5.7 billion
in Jio Platforms in 2020.

Indian visas

The Indian Express scrutinised
the monthly visa reports (avail-
able on the official website of the
Bureau of Consular Affairs) and
found that 77,799 Indian stu-
dents have got F-1 visas between
January and July as opposed to
46,145 Chinese students (see
chart). The majority of US student
visas, ina calendar year, are usu-
ally issued in May, June and July.

The F-1 category is a non-im-
migrant visa for those who wish
to study ata university or college,
high school, private elementary
school, seminary, conservatory,
language training program or
other academic institutions in
the US. M-1 is another category
of student visa meant for foreign
nationals who wish to study at
vocational or other recognised
non-academic institutions, other
than language training pro-
grammes, in the US. For this
analysis, The Indian Express only
considered F-1 data as visas is-
sued under this bracket make up
over 90 per cent of US student
visa issuances every year.

Although the absolute num-
ber of Chinese students heading
to America for higher education
hasbeen on the decline since the
pandemic hit, China still ac-
counts for the largest share of in-
ternational students presently
studying in the US. Indian stu-
dents come in at second position
and students from South Korea
third.

In 2021, 99,431 Chinese stu-
dents were given F-1 visas com-
pared to 87,258 Indians and
16,865 South Koreans. In 2020,
21,908 Indian students were
given F-1 visas compared to
4,853 Chinese students. US
Embassy officials, last year, had
described the trends in the 2020
dataset as a “Covid blip”.
Lockdowns had then hindered
international travel while China
had imposed severe movement
restrictions on its citizens.

International students make
a significant contribution to the
US economy as most pay much
higher tuition rates than
American citizens.In2019, before
the pandemic broke out, interna-
tional students contributed $44
billion to the US economy. Of this,
roughly $16 billion came from
Chinese students and close to $8
billion from Indian students.

To bring the overall atten-
dance of international students
back to pre-pandemic levels, the
US government this year took
multiple steps to simplify the
student visa application process,
including opening thousands of
appointment slots and expand-
ing interview waiver options.
Under the new visa guidelines,
students who have previously
held any US visa can apply using
the drop box service to bypass
the in-person interview.

Responding to The Indian
Express’s email seeking com-
ment on the current year’s F-1
visa trend, US Embassy
spokesperson in New Delhi Chris
Elms wrote: "We don’t have any-
thing beyond the data at
travel.state.gov.”

Another country that attracts
alot of foreign students, the UK,
too, has registered a sharp in-
crease in Indians getting student
visas compared to their Chinese
counterparts. The latest UK
Immigration Statistics released
this week showed that in the July
2021-June 2022 period, the
country issued 4,86,868 spon-
sored study visas. Indian nation-
als accounted for 1,17,965 of
these — an 89 per cent increase
from the previous year. Chinese
nationals, meanwhile, were
granted 1,15,056 study visas.

Compared to 2019, the in-
crease in the number of study
visas granted to Indians amounts
to 215 per cent, while those
granted to Chinese students
have dipped by 4 per cent. The

reportdid not go into the reasons
behind the rise and fall of the
share of Indian and Chinese na-
tionals in this category. A British
High Commission spokesperson
said: "We wouldn’t want to
speculate on the reasons."

Wrestling chief
and her young challenger Mansi
had to apply a sudden brake to
their high-intensity start on
Monday as WEFI president
Brijbhushan Sharan Singh, a BJP
MP, ordered the referee to pause
so that the seers could “bless”
and get pictures taken with
them.

Singh was on the sofa next to
the mat with a microphone in
hand, controlling the proceed-
ings as per his whims. He even
had instructions for the seers,
who were from the Hanuman
Garhi matth in Ayodhya. “Don't
take much time,” Singh told
them. “The bout has already
started and the wrestlers are
warmed up. Toh aashirwad dijiye
aur jaldi aajaiye (Please give your
blessings and come back soon).”

Scenes like these, where
Singh starts and stops bouts as
he deems fit, aren't uncommon
at wrestling events in the coun-
try. Besides, fights and contro-
versies are never far too away
from such selection trials.

OnMonday, after adelay of a
couple of minutes, when the
half-a-dozen seers got their pic-
tures clicked, the wrestlers re-
turned to the mat, with Mansi
producing an upset of sorts by
defeating her seasoned oppo-
nent 2-0in a tense match.

Mansi will be a part of the
Indian team for next month's
World Championship in Belgrade
that will be headlined by
Commonwealth Games cham-
pionand former world medallist
Vinesh Phogat, who powered
past recently-crowned U-20
World Champion Antim Panghal.

Rio Olympics bronze medal-
list Sakshi Malik, who finished
on the top of the podium in
Birmingham, did not take partin
the trials because of short
turnover times between the
tournaments.

However, even though the
action in each of the bouts held
on Monday went off without a
single incident, the goings-on
around them that caught atten-
tion. Once again, it was Singh, a
six-term MP and a hands-on
sports administrator with the
last word on all things wrestling
inIndia, who was the focal point.

Before stopping the bout so
that the seers could bless the
wrestlers, Singh -- never shy of
throwing the rule book at referees
-- had earlier halted another
match because he felt the official
gotadecision wrong, After forcing
avideo review, the referee stood
his ground and Singh relented.

After all the bouts were com-
pleted and the women's team fi-
nalised, the 65-year-old Singh
made all the wrestlers sit on the
matin three rows in front of him
and pointed out technical flaws
in some of them while giving
tips to coaches.

That wasn'tall.

“We expect that all of you
will praise the government, SAI
and the federation for every-
thing they are doing for you,”
Singh told the wrestlers. “We are
supporting you inall ways, soit's
not asking for a lot. And if there
are any hurdles, let me know and
I'll ensure it's taken care of.”

Phogat death: Goa beach shack sealed after drug recovery

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, AUGUST 29

THE GOA Police on Monday
sealed the Curlies Beach Shack
in Anjuna, two days after its
owner Edwin Nunes was ar-
rested following alleged recov-
ery of drugs from the bathroom
of the shack.

According to  police,
Methamphetamine was given to
Haryana BJP leader and actor
Sonali Phogat the night before

she died on August 23.

Hours before she died, Goa
Police said, Phogat had partied at
Curlies with her personal assis-
tant Sudhir Sangvan and his aide
Sukhwinder Singh, who have
been arrested for her murder.

Goa chief minister Pramod
Sawant on Monday said, “I have
already told the Director General
of Police (DGP) that, at the mo-
ment, Curlies should be seized
and a complete investigation be
carried out. The next steps will
follow.”

The CM said the state police
has so far done a “very good”
work with the investigation and
added that, if Haryana CM
Manoharlal Khattar feels that the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI)should be investigating the
matter, he would consider it.

“The chief minister of
Haryana spoke to me two days
ago and has taken all the infor-
mation. Nobody will be spared
in the Phogat case” Sawant said.

Ateam of Goa Police is likely
toleave for Haryana on Tuesday.

So far, Sangvan and Singh
have been arrested for allegedly
killing Phogat. A separate offence
under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act has been registered against
three others, including the
owner of the Curlies beach shack
Edwin Nunes, an alleged drug
peddler Dattaprasad Gaonkar
and Rama Mandrekar, who was
arrested on Sunday.

“There will be a strict crack-
down on drugs. This will not be
allowed in Goa. The anti-narcotics

New Delhi

cellwill act vigilantly and the DGP
willmonitor this and keep me in-
formed,”Sawant added.

Phogat, who arrived in Goa
on August 22 with the two men
now charged with her murder,
had visited the Curlies beach
shack. The CCTV footage showed
the accused making Phogat sipa
drink out of a bottle. It also
showed her being held and es-
corted towards the bathroom by
one of the accused.

According to police, Sangvan
and Sukhwinder had allegedly

“forcefully” given Phogat
methamphetamine. Phogat was
declared dead on the morning of
August 23 at St Anthony’s
Hospital in Anjuna.

On Sunday, a magistrate
court remanded Nunes, Gaonkar
and Mandrekar to five days in
police custody. A day earlier,
Sangvan and Singh were sent to
10daysin police custody. Nunes
and Mandrekar moved a bail
plea before Special NDPS court
onMonday.Itis likely to be heard
on September 2.
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FOREST DEPT DATA SHOWS

Many trees transplanted for
Central Vistadidn’t survive

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

OF 404 trees transplanted for the
‘Proposed Expansion and Restoration
of the existing Parliament Building at
Plot No. 118’, which s part of the Central
Vista project, only 121 or 30% survived.
This is a part of the overall data on tree
transplantation submitted before the
Delhi High Court in an affidavit by the
forest department in May this year.
The forest department’s estimate of
the survival rate did not match the fig-
ure submitted by the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD)to it. As per
the affidavit, the CPWD estimated that
266 transplanted trees have survived.
A CPWD official told The Indian
Express, “As per the last report submit-
ted by usinMay 2022, atotal of 267 trees
were surviving out of 402 trees trans-
planted — 102 out of 130 at the new
Parliament building site and 165 out of
272 at NTPCEco Park, Badarpur.” A sen-
ior forest department official confirmed
the transplantation sites.
Transplanted trees haven’t fared

EXPLAINED

What tree
policy states

AS PER the Delhi government’s
Tree Transplantation Policy, noti-
fied in 2020, “The benchmark
tree survival rate at end of one
year of tree transplantation shall
be 80% or as notified by the de-
partment, from time to time.

toowellin the rest of the city either: Of
about 16,461 trees transplanted in the
past three years, only around 5,487 or
33.33%have survived so far, as per data.

Overall, the survival rate that the
forest department found was below
the rate of about 41.17% estimated by
user agencies that carried out trans-
plantation for infrastructure projects
in the city. As per data submitted by
user agencies, 6,777 trees have sur-
vived so far.

The department said in the affidavit
that “reconciliation of data will take at
least two months as there has been a

difference in survival rate submitted by
user agency and forest department”.

Onwhy the datadiffers, a senior of-
ficial of the forest department said, “In
some cases, transplantation sites may
have changed. User agency takes
records from the agency that carried
out the transplantation, and transplan-
tation agency gives them maintenance
records for only one year. After that
year, they might not have been main-
tained and trees may have died. Lack of
maintenance after the first year, and
possible change of site, are possible rea-
sons for difference in data.”

Ecologist CR Babu said the survival
rate of 33% was very low: “Survival of
transplants depends on the type of
species. Transplanted trees are also
more susceptible to abiotic and biotic
stress, they're more susceptible to ter-
mite infestation.”

Navneet Srivastava, Deputy
Conservator of Forests (West), said: “...
Monitoring was difficult, but it has now
been intensified with this report being
the starting point. Transplantation has
many phases, and the tree needs care
to survive the shock...”

Trying to immerse idol,
five drown in Yamuna

New Delhi: Five youths drowned
in the Yamuna on Sunday after-
noon in Southeast Delhi while
trying toimmerse anidol. Police
identified the deceased as sib-
lings Ankit (20) and Arpit Singh
(16), Lalit (17), Beeru (19), Ritu
Raj (20).

On receiving a call around
1.30 pm, Delhi Fire Services
dispatched two vehicles, while
police also rushed to the spot.

According to police, around
17-18 youths had come to the
Yamuna bank under the DND
flyway near Mathura road to

as an MPhil student in its Department of

immerse an idol. However, the
idol had gotten stuck. Six
youths then went into the river
to immerse it properly. Five of
them drowned.

Sociology. Zargar, 29, is an accused in the
main conspiracy case in the Northeast
Delhi riots and was booked under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.

Zargar has been enrolled with the de-

Jamia cancels Safoora’s MPhil registration

New Delhi: Jamia Millia Islamia has can-
celled activist Safoora Zargar's registration

partment of sociology in their integrated
MPhil and PhD programme since 2019.0n
August 26, the Dean Faculty of Social
Sciences issued a notice stating that her
registration from the programme stands
cancelled with effect from August 22,2022
“in anticipation of the approval of the
same of the Faculty Committee”. ENS

After the DM East Boat Club
and DFS staff helped to recover
bodies, they were sent for a
post-mortem.

Police said only one of the
boys managed to escape on ac-
count of heavy flow of Yamuna.
They noted that victims might
have gotten stuck in mud in the
river. Police said appropriate le-
gal action would be taken. ENS
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Coupleouton
walk hit by
car; man killed

New Delhi: Asenior citizen
was killed and his wife in-
jured after they were
struckbyacaras they were
taking a morning walk in
Shahdara district Sunday,
said police on Monday.
According to Delhi Police
officials, Hira Lal (70) lost
his life and his wife Munni
Devi(64),survived withan
injured leg. R
Sathiyasundaram, DCP
(Shahdara), said “A case
has been filed under IPC
sections 279 (rashdriving),
337 (causing hurt by act
endangering life), and
304A (death by negli-
gence)."

Transport dept
toopenroad
safety clubs

inschools

New Delhi: The Delhi
transport department is
planning to set up road
safety clubs in all schools
inthe city to create aware-
ness about traffic rules,
road safety, public health
issues, and road etiquette,
officials said. Following
the directions of the
transport department,
the land and estate
branch of the Directorate
of Education has asked
schools to establish "road
safety clubs" for spread-
ingroad safety awareness
among children.

Gurgaon: 20
water boosting
stations to

be upgraded

New Delhi: After water
supply in several parts of
Gurgaon was hit last week,
Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority
said directions had been
given to Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
to upgrade and renovate
infrastructure at 20 boost-
ing stations and augment
the water supply from 45
MLD to 62 MLD to over-
comeacrisis-like situation.
Sudhir Rajpal, CEOGMDA,
directed officials to cohe-
sively work ondeveloping
a robust water supply
mechanism. ENS

205dengue
cases recorded
sofarthisyr

New Delhi: As many as
205 dengue cases have
been recorded in Delhi so
far this year, according to
a civic body report re-
leased Monday.
According to Municipal
Corporation of Delhi re-
port, the city recorded 23
dengue cases in January,
16 in February, 22 in
March, 20 in April, 30 in
May, 32 in June and 26 in
July. Till August 27, Delhi
has logged 205 dengue
cases, the report said. PTI

BJP CHIEF FIRES FRESH SALVO

Nadda hits out at CM Kejriwal: ‘Do
not deviate from excise pollcy scam’

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

BJP NATIONAL president ] P
Nadda Monday sought answers
from Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on the alleged excise
policy ‘scam’, telling him not to
“deviate” from the issue.

“Kejriwal ji, corruption of
such a massive scale has taken
place in your government, Delhi
has suffered huge financial loss.
Instead of talking about nonsen-
sical things... why don’t you place
all facts and figures before the
media and the people of Delhi,”
said Nadda while speaking at a
press conference during his two-
day visit to Tripura.

He added, “Kejriwal is yet to
answer our questions on the ex-
cise policy. If you are honest, say
this in court. At times, he says we
want to arrest him, then he says
that we are troubling him. There
was such abig scamand Delhi suf-
fered aloss. We put out the num-
bers. Tu idhar udhar ki baat na kar
tuyebata karwan luta kaha(Don’'t
deviate and come to the point).”

On August 19, the CBI con-
ducted raids at various places,

Nadda was speaking in Tripura; BJP MLAs on a dharna at the Delhi Assembly. Abhinav Saha

including Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia's resi-
dence, in connection with the
alleged excise scam. The AAP
has denied the allegations.

“Every culprit cries foul when
he is caught and says he is being
framed, calls himself clean, in-
nocent and honest. If you are so
honest and if you have not com-
mitted any crime, why don't you
go to the court and give your
statement? Why is your minis-
terin jail," Nadda said.

Kejriwal has not spoken a
word on the excise policy scam,
he said. "Sometimes, he

Man slaps guard at
Gurgaon society
after being briefly
stuck in lift, arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, AUGUST 29

A RESIDENT of a condominium
in Gurgaon was arrested by the
police for allegedly beating up a
security guard after he was al-
legedly stuck in the society's lift
for a few minutes, officers said
Monday.

Police said the incident took
place around 7.30 am Monday in
a society in sector 50. In the po-
lice complaint, the security guard,
Ashok Kumar, said, "I reported for
dutyat7.50 pmon Sunday and at
the time of the incident... At 720
am, a resident, who was coming
down was stuck in lift number 1
due to a technical glitch. The lift
was stuck on ground floor for 3-4
minutes. After alighting from the
lift, the resident started hurling
abuses at me and threatened to
kill me...He started beating me
near the gate. | am scared for my
life. Tam not at fault, I had in-
formed my senior and the inci-
denthasbeenrecorded on CCTV."

DCP (East) Virender Vij said,
"With reference to the video...
we have registered an FIR. The
accused was asked to joininves-
tigation. He was arrested and re-
leased on bail."

Kumar told media persons,
"Aresident was stuckin the lift...
its door was not opening. He (the
accused) pressed the emergency
button and contacted me from
the intercom. I was on duty at
tower 12.He told me that he had
been stuck. I told him that [ will
contact the lift operator and get
help. I immediately informed

111% UpticK IN CYBERCRIME

Sharp rise in crimes against women; chargesheet rate low: NCRB data

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

AN OVER 40% uptick in crimes
against women and children;
just 31% of IPC cases being
chargesheeted; a 111% jump in
cases of cybercrimes — these are
some of the key takeaways from
the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) data for 2021
specific to the national capital.

Data also shows that most of
the IPC cases are of theft, kidnap-
ping and robbery, reflecting an
increase in heinous and street
crimes. Many of the victims are
children — crimes against them
have increased by 33% from pre-
vious years.

The Delhi Police meanwhile
reasoned that they are “ac-

tively” registering more cases

online and at police
stations/booths.
Crimes against women

As per the data, Delhi saw
14,277 cases of crimes against
women last year. This is in con-
trast to other cities like
Bengaluru and Mumbai, which
saw 3,127 and 5,543 cases.

Most women from the age of
18 to 30 are ‘vulnerable’ and are
targeted by husbands, relatives
or friends.

Though 71% of these cases
have been chargesheeted, more
than 16,000 cases are still pend-
ing from previous years. Further
as many as 1,374 POCSO cases
and 1,125 rape cases have been
registered in 2021 — a 41% in-
crease from the previous year.

Screen grab from the visuals
of the incident

the lift operator, who reached
within 3-4 minutes, and opened
the lift with a key. After coming
out of the lift, the accused man
started slapping me. I told him
'Sir, ye galat hai (This is wrong)
.Why are you beating me?’
When the lift operator inter-
vened, the accused man slapped
him as well."

In a purported video of the
incident, the lift operator can be
seen opening the lift. As a man
comes out of the lift, within sec-
onds, he is seen slapping the se-
curity guard four times as the
guard appears to be pleading
with him. The man is then seen
confronting the lift operator be-
fore slapping the operator once.
The man then continues to argue
with the security guard.

AnFIRwas registered against
the accused, Varun Nath, under
sections 323 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt) and 506 (criminal in-
timidation) of Indian Penal Code
at sector 50 police station, said
police.

A Delhi Police spokesperson
said, “This is because of higher
registration and sensitivity of po-
lice personnel in Delhi. We also
make arrests in 80-90% of cases
within the first week. The
chargesheeting can sometimes
be low because of pending court
cases. Arrests are always made
intime.”

Cybercrime

Delhi has seenasteeprise in
cybercrime cases from the pre-
vious years. According to data,
with 356 cases in 2021, there
has been a 111% rise in cases of
online fraud, online harass-
ment, publication of explicit
content, etc as compared to
2020, which saw 168 cases.
Most offenders were booked for
publication and transmission of

(Kejriwal) says the Union gov-
ernment wants to put his lead-
ers in jail, sometimes he says he
and his government are being
harassed, but he never talks
about the massive corruptionin
the excise (policy)," he said.

“Why doesn’t Kejriwal func-
tion as per Constitution? It is ab-
solutely absurd to say everything
works as per wishes of the BJP,
this is highly irresponsible be-
haviour by Kejriwal.”

BJP alleges ‘classroom

scam’
Soon after Kejriwal placed

the ‘confidence motion’ in the
assembly to prove that all AAP
MLAs are with him and BJP’s ‘op-
eration lotus’ had failed, BJP lead-
ers called it a ploy to distract peo-
ple’s attention from “excise and
education scams”.

BJP spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia alleged that the city gov-
ernment had increased the
budget for construction of class-
rooms in its existing schools, ig-
noring guidelines of Central
Public Works Department. He
cited a Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) report sent to
the Delhi government’s vigilance

department in 2020 to allege
that construction cost was in-
creased by Rs 326 crore. “The
AAP government promised to
construct 500 new schools in
Delhi. That never happened.
They then said they'll build more
classrooms in existing schools.
The number of rooms was in-
creased from 2,400 to 7,180. The
construction cost was increased
by up to 90 per cent,” Bhatia al-
leged at a press conference.

BJP MLAs also started an
overnight dharna at the
Assembly premises demanding
sacking of Sisodia and Satyendar
Jain over alleged corruption.

The AAP hit back, with
Kejriwal saying in the assembly:
“When they couldn’t find any-
thing in the liquor policy, they
are going after schools... They
are saying the AAP government
has constructed more class-
rooms and toilets... They are
saying why did you construct a
large number of toilets. Why
shouldn’t we; we want to pro-
vide better infrastructure and
education facilities to our chil-
dren, safe hygienic facilities to
our girl children... What is
wrong in it? We will make.”

AAP MLAs, during an overnight protest at the Delhi Assembly, sing under the Gandhi statue.
They are seeking the L-G’s resignation over allegations of corruption. Abhinav Saha

CM: BJP found nothing in liquor
policy, so they’re after schools

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

FOLLOWING ALLEGATIONS of
‘corruption’ in construction of
classrooms levelled by the BJP
and L-G VK Saxena against the
AAP-led Delhi government, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
Monday said they are going after
schools as they couldn’t find any-
thing against the liquor policy.
Tabling a confidence motion
in the Delhi Assembly, he said:
“For the last 10-15 days, we have
been seeing nautankibaazi
(drama)... AAP has eaten money
in liquor policy... but they found
nothing... Now, they have re-
ceived an order from above to not
speak about the liquor policy
anymore... They are now after our
schools... asking why did you
construct more classrooms and
increase the number of toilets...”
The session saw BJP MLAs be-

ing marshalled out after they de-
manded a short discussion on
the excise policy and school
classrooms allegations. Kejriwal
said: “This is an important day
and we are going to table the con-
fidence motion. But on such a
day, the opposition did not want
to be involved in a good discus-
sion. They only want to do cheap
politics and nautanki (drama)...”
On the need for this motion,
Kejriwal said: “Through this, we
want to show that every single
AAP MLA and leader is kattar
imandar (honest) and to show
that their (BJP’s) ‘Operation
Lotus’ may have succeeded in
other states but (not) in Delhi.”
Leader of opposition Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri said, “You have 62
MLAs out of 70 and what is the
need for this motion...Itisa pub-
licity stunt to hide the truth.”
“We wanted todiscuss the ex-
cise policy and CVC’s report on
classrooms, but they don't want

todiscussit... Every time, weraise
amatter, they marshalusallout..”

AAP targets L-G

with graft claims

AAP leaders, during a special as-
sembly session, levelled allega-
tions of “corruption” and “money
laundering” against L-G Vinai
Kumar Saxena. The L-G's office
did notrespond to callsand mes-
sages seeking a comment.

AAP MLAs announced they
will hold an “overnight protest”
at the Gandbhi statue inside the
Vidhan Sabha — from 7 pm on
Monday until Tuesday morning
—todemand a CBI probe against
the L-G. Speaking at the session,
AAP leader and Rajinder Nagar
MLA Durgesh Pathak alleged:
“Saxena committed ascamtothe
tune Rs 1,400 crore in the name
of ‘Mahatma Gandhi’ when he
was serving as chairman of the
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC).”

CASES IN CAPITAL
Crimes 2019 2020 2021 | Chargesheetingratein %
Total IPC cases 299475 | 249192 |291,904 31.0 |——
Violent crimes 11,613 9,997 11,793 52.0 _
-Murder 521 472 459 95.0 —
-Kidnapping & abduction 5,901 4,062 5527 | 820 _
Crimes against women 13,395 10,093 | 14,277 | 71.20 —
Crimes against children 7,783 5,362 7118 | 32.50 _
Economic Offences 4,889 4,524 5143 | 5740 _
Cyber crimes 115 168 356 |90.80 ——
B Among major metrocities, | ofviolent crimes, most M Delhi has seen ajump of
Delhi has one of the lowest being abduction and 111% cases of cyber crime
chargesheeting rates — only robbery cases. As per data, from last year. Most cases are
31%0f2,91,904 cases were over 9,507 kidnapping of people publishing explicit
chargesheeted in 2021 victims are still contentonline.
W Delhitopsthelistinterms | ‘unrecovered’inDelhi Source: NCRBdata

New Delhi

80k tonnes of debris,
500 workers: Clean
up begins day after
Supertech demolition

The debris management will take around 90 days as the
rubble is heavy and will be segregated into concrete, steel
and iron before transportation to other plants. Praveen Khanna

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, AUGUST 29

A DAY after demolition of the
Supertech twin towers, more
than 500 workers were de-
ployed to clean dust and remove
80,000 tonnes of debris from the
spot. The debris management
will take around 90 days, as the
rubble is heavy, and will be seg-
regated into concrete, steel and
iron before transportation to
other plants.

The rains on Monday also
brought arespite from the heavy
work that was being done by
workers, anti-smog machines,
water tankers, excavators and
other equipment. Officials said a
huge amount of dust will be
cleared by the rains.

Sources said that the
Emerald Court will take up to
one day to clean while the ATS
Village might take up to a week.
"We have a lot of dust to brush
off the streets, buildings, parks
and residential areas. While
Emerald Court area was saved
because of the wind movement,
major dustand rubble fell at ATS
Village, making the job a bit dif-
ficult," said the officer.

Praveen Kumar, regional of-
ficer, Uttar Pradesh Pollution
Control Board, said, "The rainfall
did the job of water sprinklers,
tankers and anti-smog machines
today. This will help bring down
the AQI. We are happy as roads

will be cleaned.”

Over 50-70 per cent of resi-
dents of ATS Village and Emerald
Courtreturned to their homes by
Monday afternoon.

"Over 100 water tankers, 22
anti-smog guns, six sweeping
machines, 20 tractor-trolleys
and about 500 employees of the
health and horticulture depart-
ment were deployed in the af-
fected roads and surrounding
societies. Tankers were used by
the authority to clear the dust
accumulated on the roads. The
roads were also cleared using
sweeping machines. The work
of cleaning the road has been
completed by the water tanker,
sweeping machine and the
cleaning staff," said the Noida
Authority on Monday, adding
that the damaged ATS com-
pound wall will also be fixed in
aweek.

Meanwhile, workers at the
demolition site started cleaning
the parks and residential areas
amid the high security. The
Noida Police had barricaded the
area and streets outside
Supertech for the debris clean-
ing work to go smooth.

A sanitation worker, who re-
fused to be named, said, "We
have been working since early
morning. We are only cleaning
the Noida City Park which is
filled with dust. It will at least
take a week to clean the parks as
it is divided by a road. There's a
lot of dust here..."

L-G flags dip in enrolment,
attendance in govt schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

L-G VINAI Kumar Saxena has
written to Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar asking him to ex-
amine why enrolment and at-
tendance in Delhi government
schools have been dipping over
the past few years despite anin-
crease in per student expendi-
ture. “Despite substantial in-
crease in investment in the
Education Sector by the State
government both in absolute
terms and as part of the total
budget, itis seen that during the
same period, the enrolment in
Delhi government schools de-

sexually explicit content where
the victims/complainants are
women or minors aged 12-17.

DCP (Cyber Crime) KPS
Malhotra said, “We have been
registering more cases online af-
ter Covid. We have seen financial
fraud and sextortion cases in-
crease. We not only take cases
from complaints but also take
cognizance of social media
posts.”

Violent crimes —
Murder, kidnapping

In 2021, Delhi recorded
11,793 cases of violent crimes
and only half of the cases have
been chargesheeted, data
shows. Most cases are of kid-
napping, rape, robbery, at-
tempted murder, causing griev-
ous hurt, etc.

clined from 15.42 lakh in 2014-
15t015.191akh 2019-20,” the let-
ter, written on August 26, states.

“The percentage of students
attending classes in Delhi gov-
ernment schools has been de-
clining and... was in the range of
55% and 61% between 2016-17
t02019-20.. Hon'ble Lt Governor
has accordingly desired that the
reasons for the above anomaly
may be examined in larger pub-
licinterest...,” itadded.

The Delhi government has
setaside a fourth of its budget for
education each year since com-
ing to power and improving in-
frastructure and learning levels
has been its flagship project for
the past seven years.

Delhi has the highest num-
ber of murder cases (454)
among the 19 metropolitan
cities in the country. Most of the
victims in such cases are aged
18-35. Police said many cases
are of personal enmity and
money disputes, which can’t be
averted. However, they said
they have been able to
chargesheet 95% of murder
cases registered and arrest the
accused in less than 48 hours.

Cases of kidnapping have
also increased by 36% in the
cityin 2021 as compared to the
previous year. Data shows only
8% of cases have been
chargesheeted and there are
more than 9,507 unrecovered
victims from previous years.
Last year, over 5,888 persons
were kidnapped/abducted.
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GOVT & POLITICS

DIFFERENT TAKE

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath Singh shared stage with President
of the Board of Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts Ram
Bahadur Rai at the launch of Ajay Singh's book — The Architect
of the New BJP: How Narendra Modi Transformed the Party’ —
onMonday. In his speech, Rai said: “BJP was never a cadre party,
itisnota cadre party and it will never be. It'sa mass-based party
and democratic. Had it been a cadre party, it would not have a
spokesperson like Nupur Sharma. Had it been a cadre party, its
president would have resigned taking responsibility for what
Sharma said.” On the dais with Singh was J&K Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha. Both Singh and Sinha just looked away.

MEGA SERIAL

A75-EPISODE mega serial on India’s freedom struggle right from
15th Century — Swaraj: Bharat Ke Swatantrata Sangram Ki
Samagra Gatha —is anotheradditionin the government's events
tocommemorate 75 years of Independence. The Prasar Bharati
has written to the Indian Railways, asking it to screen the serial
atrailway stations across the country to “enhance the participa-
tion of every Indian in this national movement”. In the letter,
the Prasar Bharati has described the serial as educative, inspir-
ing and a “must watch, particularly the new generation”.

ADDITIONAL CHARGE

UGC CHAIRPERSON Prof M Jagadesh Kumar will hold additional
charge of the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
tillit getsanew head. The tenure of Prof Anil Sahasrabudhe, who
was appointed to the postin 2015, was extended in July last year.
He will be relieved of his charge on September 1 upon attaining
the age of 65. The development comes at a time when the Centre
is working on a proposed legislation to create the Higher
Education Council of India, an overarching body in which the
UGC and the AICTE are likely to be merged.

IDENTIFICATION OF MINORITIES

Centre urges SC to defer
hearing, says states need
time for consultations

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

AHEAD OF Tuesday’s crucial hear-
ing on a petition seeking guide-
lines to identify religious minori-
ties, including Hindus, at the state
level, the BJP-led Central govern-
ment on Monday urged the
Supreme Court to defer the hear-
ing saying it had held discussions
with eight states and two Union
Territories and that they had
sought more time for wider con-
sultations with the stakeholders.

Inan affidavit filed in the top
court, the Union Ministry of
Minority Affairs said the
“Central government has al-
ready held meetings with the
state governments of Nagaland,
Punjab, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, and UT’s of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh...they re-
quested for some more time for
wider consultations...consider-
ing the far-reaching implications
of the issue involved”.

The court is hearing a plea by
Advocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay who has based his pe-
tition on the SC decision in the
landmark 2002 TMA Pai case in
which it was laid down that for
the purposes of Article 30 that

deals with the rights of minorities
to establish and administer edu-
cational institutions, religious and
linguistic minorities will have to
be identified at the state level.

The Centre had to suffer
much embarrassment in the
matter, initially with a bench
presided by Justice S K Kaul haul-
ing it up for not taking a stand
and imposing a cost of Rs 7,500
for the delay in responding, and
later, having to do a somersault
regarding its stand on the issue.

Ina counter-affidavit filed on
March 25, after repeated prod-
ding from the court, the BJP-led
government sought to put the
onus of granting minority status
to Hindus upon states saying
“they too have concurrent pow-
ers to do so”. With the stand
drawing criticism, it filed a new
affidavit on May 9 “in superses-
sion of the earlier affidavit” say-
ing “the power is vested with the
Centre to notify minorities”.

In the fresh affidavit filed on
Monday, the ministry said it had
asked the state governments to
“expeditiously undertake this
exercise with stakeholders so as
to ensure that the views of the
state governments are finalised
and conveyed to the
ministry...at the earliest” in view
of the pendency of the matter
in the court.

Tharoor tests waters, seeks ‘free and
fair’ contest to elect new Cong chief

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

WHILE THE Congress has not
seen a contest for the post of
party president in the last two
decades, all indications are that
there could be one this time.
Sources said Lok Sabha MP
Shashi Tharoor is considering
throwing his hatin the ring as he
believes that it is time to put for-
ward a fresh set of ideas and an
alternate vision for the party,
whichis facing its worst electoral
and organisational crisis ever.
Sources said Tharoor —a sig-
natory to the letter that 23 senior
leaders had written to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi in
August 2020 seeking changesin
the party’s functioning — has
discussed the idea with some of
his colleagues and well-wishers,
but is yet to take a final call.
While Tharoor declined to
comment, he signalled thathe was
testing the waters in an article he
wrote for a Kerala daily after the
Congress Working Committee
(CWC) approved and announced
the schedule for the election of
party president on Sunday.
“Ideally it should have an-
nounced elections also for the
dozen seats on the CWC itself
which are supposed to be
elected. Allowing members of
the party drawn from the AICC
and PCC delegates to determine
who will lead the party from
these key positions, would have
helped legitimise the incoming
set of leaders and give them a
credible mandate... Still, electing
a fresh president is a start to-
wards revitalisation,” he wrote in
Mathrubhumi English Monday.
“..I hope several candidates
come forward to present them-

Congress
leader
Shashi
Tharoor

G-23
handicap,
@ but hopeful

EXPLAINED

THE HANDICAP for Lok
Sabha MP Tharoor is the
G-23 tag, but he believes
the Congress gives the
democratic space fora
contest. Unlike Jitendra
Prasada, who lost to Sonia
Gandbhi the last time a
contest took place for
party chief's post in 2001,
or Sharad Pawar and
Rajesh Pilot, who con-
tested against Sitaram
Kesriin 1997, Tharoor
carries little baggage.

selves for consideration. Putting
forward their visions for the
party and the nation will surely
stir public interest,” he wrote.
Arguing that many Congress
supporters have been dismayed
by Rahul Gandhi's refusal to con-
test and his statement that no
member from the Gandhi family
should replace him, Tharoor said:
“Itis really for the Gandhi family
todecide where they collectively
stand on this issue, but in a
democracy, no party should put
itself in the position of believing
that only one family canlead it.”
“Either way, a free and fair
election process would be a
healthy way to go about settling
theissue. It would legitimise the
mandate...” he wrote.

New norms for listing
urgent cases soon: CJI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

CHIEF JUSTICE of India U U Lalit
said on Monday that the
Supreme Court will soon put in
place a new mechanism for list-
ing of urgent cases. “Give us one
or two days... we will come out
with norms. From Thursday, it
will be implemented,” the CJI,
heading a two-judge bench, said.
The bench, which included
Justice S Ravindra Bhat, was re-
sponding to Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, who sought to
know whether the court was per-
mitting mentioning of matters —
where lawyers bring urgent mat-
ters to the notice of the court,
which can then decide whether
it needs to be listed out of turn.
“What we are doing is... for
listing, we will go back to the
original... which is that every
matter which is registered shall
be listed on some day or the
other and be part of any advance
list... It may be listed within 10
days, or at least in the advance
list, it will find a place so that one
gets to know what exactly is the
date of listing, so therefore the fu-
ture and the fate of that matter,
you are well aware,” said CJI Lalit,
who was sworn in on Saturday.
“But till that process actu-
ally...is putand made some kind
of functional, we may have todo
some ad hocbasis...as [ said... the
procedure will be on. Till then, if
there is any urgency, I will look

gIu U Lalit
was sworn
inon
Saturday

into that matter,” he said.

In the past, lawyers have
complained that their matters
aren't listed for mentioning de-
spite the urgency, and some-
times don't get listed for hearing
even after being mentioned.

In an interview to The Indian
Expresson August 14, then CJI-des-
ignate Lalit, while responding toa
query concerning matters not get-
tinglisted, had said: “Thatis some-
thing which, at the institutional
level, we will have to find a solu-
tion to (ina way that) there won't
be any room for such criticism”.

Subsequently, speaking at the
farewell organised by the Supreme
Court Bar Association (SCBA) for
former CJIN'VRamana on August
26, he reiterated his priorities and
said he would “strive hard tomake
the process of listing cases simple
and transparent” and ensure that
there is at least one Constitution
bench functioning round the year.

Soon after taking oath on
Saturday, CJI Lalit called a full-
court meeting towork out the de-
tails of his plan,and decided to put
in place six three-judge benches
and “one or two” Constitution
benches on priority. The
Constitution benches will initially
deal with case management.

After Mahatma, it is Modi who understands
Indians: Rajnath at launch of book on PM

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 29

AFTER MAHATMA Gandhi, if
there is anyone who under-
stands the hearts of the Indian
people, it is Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, according to
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.

“Itis Modiji who made the BJP
accepted by all sects of people
breaking the boundaries of caste
and community. He has created
a model to which there is no
counter. People are looking for a
counter, but there isn’t one yet...
You do not have any other leader
inIndependent India who has de-
livered on all the responsibilities

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and J&K Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha at the book launch in New Delhi, Monday. Amit Mehra

given to him... There is no doubt
that whatever glory the BJP has
achieved after 2014, it's because
of Modiji,” he said Sunday.

The Defence Minister was
speaking at the launch of the book
The Architect of the New BJP: How
Narendra Modi Transformed the

Party by Ajay Singh, a senior jour-
nalist and currently press secre-
tary to the President.

Rajnath said: “If there is one
leader after Mahatma Gandhi
who understands the hearts of
the people inIndia, it is Modiji. He
understands the sentiments of
the people and their problems.”

Deputy Rajya Sabha
Chairman Harivansh, who was at
the event, said Modi is one of the
most popular leaders in the world
and “whether you agree with him
or not, one has to know him.”

Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant
Governor of J&K was of the view
that Modi has “reinstated the
personal and political morality”
in the country.

Former Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad at his residence in New Delhi on Monday Anil Sharma

Rahul does not have aptitude,

interest in politics, says Azad
Says assumed Modi to be crude, but PM displayed humanity

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

DAYS AFTER he quit the
Congress, Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Monday launched a fresh broad-
side against Rahul Gandhi and
said the former party president
does not have the “aptitude” for
or “interest” in politics.

Hitting back at the Congress,
which had accused him of being
in cahoots with BJP, Azad said
party leaders should not forget
that it was Rahul who had
hugged PM Modi in Parliament.

Referring to Modi's praise dur-
ing his farewell speech for Azad in
Rajya Sabha, Azad said he had as-
sumed Modi to be a “crude man”
but he displayed humanity while

recallinga terror-related incident.
He said “illiterate” Congress lead-
ers had been spreading a canard
against him since then but were
silent on Rahul's hug of the PM.

“What did Narendra Modi
say? Congress-mukt Bharat.
Those who have helped fulfill
Modi’s dreams of a Congress-
mukt Bharat, they are the ones
who are in cahoots with him,”
Azad told reporters. “And those
who, after making a speech in
Lok Sabha, went and hugged
him and said I have nothing
against you...woh mile hai ki
main mila hoon (is he oram col-
luding with BJP)?”

Rahul had hugged Modi in
Parliament in 2018.

“Iassumed that Modi-sahab
was a crude man, as he did not

have children or his own family...
and would not care. But at least
he has shown humanity,” Azad
said and narrated the aftermath
of the blast targeted at a Gujarat
tourist bus in Kashmir in 2007.

Azad said he and Modi had
both become emotional and
broke down in Rajya Sabha re-
calling that terror incident, and
not for each other.

Asked whether he would ally
with the BJP in J&K, Azad said, “I
cannot get BJP one extra vote in
their constituencies...BJP cannot
get me half a vote extra. Our con-
stituencies are different.” On
possibility of a post-poll tie up
with BJP, he said, “Who has seen
post-poll (situation)? Mine is not
the only party; there are other
parties as well...”

PILs have a bad run as CJI-led
bench says no to more than half

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

PUBLIC INTEREST Litigation
(PIL) hearings had a bad run in
Supreme Court on Monday,
with a bench headed by CJIU U
Lalit saying no to more than
half-a-dozen of them.

The first to get the axe was a
PIL that said “India can increase
its saving rate and growth rate
by converting its huge deposits
of gold into fixed deposits in
banks” and sought a direction to
the government to “spread
awareness” to convince Indian
women “to convert gold into
fixed deposits in banks”.

The bench, also comprising
Justice S Ravindra Bhat, dis-
missed the plea, terming it
“completely misconceived”.

Next in line was a PIL that
said many states “are witnessing
an acute shortage of supply of

coal due to which power gener-
ation process is running at its
lowest levels”. The plea sought
directions to address “coal
shortage”.

The bench asked the two
lawyers who had filed the PIL if
they can file affidavits stating
that they are not associated with
any power sector firms.
Subsequently it allowed peti-
tioners to withdraw their plea.

Another PIL requested the
courttodeclare asinvalid certain
provisions of NDPS Act, 1985, to
the extent that it criminalises
personal consumption of drugs.
The objective of NDPS Act was to
crack down on drug traffickers
but has been defeated, and users
have become the soft target,
it said.

The court said in such in-
stances, the court does not im-
pose harsh punishments and
added that if the Sections are
held invalid, drug peddlers will

peddle in that particular quan-
tity. “What will you do then,” the
bench asked and allowed the
petitioner to withdraw the plea.

Then came aplea seeking ac-
tionagainstallegedly illegal con-
structions in Delhi's Sainik Farms.
The court noted that the peti-
tioner was also a litigant before
Delhi HC on the same subject and
asked him to approach the HC if
he was aggrieved by its orders.
With the dismissal imminent,
the petitioner prayed for permis-
sion to withdraw. The court al-
lowed it.

Next was a PIL that sought
action on the Truecaller app,
which, it contended, uses per-
sonal information of mobile
phone users without their au-
thorisation. The bench said that
“there are many intrusive apps”
and asked, “is it the job of this
court to go and shutting all
those”. The petitioner then
withdrew his plea.

India ‘world’s pharmacy’: UNGA president

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

PRESIDENT OF the United
Nations General Assembly and
Maldives foreign minister
Abdulla Shahid on Monday
stressed on the role played by
India at the UN. External Affairs
minister S Jaishankar, after
meeting Shahid, said India's

“Neighbourhood First” and the
Maldives’ “India First” policies
complement each other.

On a visit to India, Shahid
held talks with Jaishankar which
covered arange of key issues, in-
cluding cooperation at the UN.

Acknowledging the pivotal
role India played during the
Covid recovery phase, the
Maldivian leader underscored
that the country had proven to

be the “pharmacy of the world”
that assisted several countries in
the remotest parts of the globe.

Separately, Jaishankar also
met Maldivian Speaker and
former president Mohammad
Nasheed, who is also visit ing
India. “We discussed Maldives
and issues facing Indian Ocean
island nations. Of course, Sri
Lanka’s crisis worries us both,”
Nasheed said.

Yogi govt on
party agenda,
says BJI”’s new
UP unit chief

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 29

PLEDGING TO win all the 80
seats of UPin the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, the newly appointed
state BJP chief Bhupendra Singh
Chaudhary on Monday asserted
that the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment was working on the
agenda of the BJP and there was
no “dispute over the coordina-
tion” between the government
and the party.

Addressing party workers at
the state BJP headquarters before
taking charge, Chaudhary said
that mediapersons ask him how
he would maintain coordination
between the government and
organisation. “The government
is working on our agenda. We
have formed the government...
Ending anarchy, hooliganism,
and corruption are on our
agenda, and the government is
working on that only. Where is
the dispute?” he said.

Stating that the party and the
government would continue to
work in tandem, Chaudhary,
whoisalsoa Cabinet ministerin
the state government, said: “l as-
sure you that I will work collec-
tively with all. Will take every-
one along. Everything will be
done as per the agenda of the
party worker... In Yogi-ji's lead-
ership, we will meet the expec-
tations of the central leadership
in the coming days. Will
strengthen the BJP.”

Chaudhary, who reached
Lucknow from Delhi after the BJP
central leadership appointed
him the new state unit president
last week, was welcomed by
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and ministers of his Cabinet.

The CM in his welcome
speech also asserted that the gov-
ernment and the party would
work collectively to implement
the vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and to make UP
completely 'BJP-mayee’.

SC refuses plea
for fresh probe
into Rafale deal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
refused to entertain a PIL seek-
inginquiry into the Rafale fighter
jet purchase deal on the basis of
news reports that French inves-
tigators had found that 1 million
Euros were paid to a middleman
to secure the Indian order.

A bench of Justices U U Lalit
and SRavindra Bhat said after go-
ing through the facts and circum-
stances of the case on record, no
case is made out to exercise juris-
diction of the court.

Advocate M L Sharma told
the bench that he was confining
his plea to the request to sum-
mon the documents of the
Frenchinvestigator. “l don’t have
that document... So rule of the
law should be applied to the can-
cellation of the entire contract.
It's a serious matter... If that doc-
ument comes, evidence comes
before this court,” said Sharma.

The benchinitially said it was
dismissing the plea.
Subsequently, Sharma urged the
top court to allow him to with-
draw it. The counsel added that
he had lodged a complaint with
the CBItoo. The bench said it was
a separate matter and the court
does not want to get into it.

Video of retired top court judge: Kerala govt
says Rs 229 crore assistance given to temples

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 29

ADAY after a purported video clip
of former Supreme Court judge,
Justice InduMalhotra,emergedin
which she is heard saying that
Communist governments “have
taken over” Hindu temples “be-
cause of therevenue”, the CPM-led
LDF government in Kerala said in
the Assembly that it had released
atotal of Rs 229 crore in aid to the
state's devaswom (temple)boards
to tide over the Covid period.
Responding to a written
question from four CPM legisla-
tors, Temple Affairs Minister K

Radhakrishnan said the state
government had given Rs 165
crore to just the four major
devaswom boards -- Travancore,
Cochin, Malabar and
Koodalmanikyam -- to tide over
the crisis caused by the pan-
demic and floods of 2018.

Of this, the Minister said, the
Travancore Devaswom Board,
which runs the Sabarimala
shrine among other temples,
alone got aid of Rs 120 crore.

The purported clip shows
Justice (retired) Malhotra speak-
ing to people in front of the Sree
Padmanabhaswamy temple in
Thiruvananthapuram Sunday. She
was in the city for a Government
Medical College event.

New Delhi

“That is what happens with
these Communist governments.
They want to just take over be-
cause of the revenue. Their prob-
lem is the revenue. All over they
have taken over, all over, only
Hindu temples. So Justice Lalit and
I said, no, we will not allow it,”
Justice(retired) Malhotra is heard
saying in the purported video.

In 2020, Justice Malhotra was
part of a bench that reversed a
verdict of the Kerala High Court
and upheld the rights of the
Travancore royal family to admin-
ister the Padmanabhaswamy
temple. The Kerala High Court
had ruled that the shebait rights
of the Travancore royal family to
manage the affairs of the temple

had ceased to exist after the last
ruler died in 1991.

The Supreme Court held that
shebait rights are hereditary and
will continue to vest with the fam-
ily, according to Hindu customs.

Incidentally, Justice Malhotra
was the lone dissenter in the
landmark September 2018 rul-
ing by a five-judge bench of the
Supreme Court allowing women
of all ages to enter the
Sabarimala temple. Her dissent
paved the way for a review of the
five-judge bench decision, which
is now pending before a seven-
judge bench. Justice Malhotra
could not be reached for com-
ment despite repeated attempts
by The Indian Express.
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Farmer suicide:

2 cops booked

Lucknow: Two years after
a31-year-old farmer was
found dead with his body
hanging from a tree in
Durganpura village of
Lalitpur, police have
booked Inspector
Nigvendra Pratap and
Head Constable Narendra
Singh for abetment to sui-
cide. The farmer's wife,
Hirendra Raja, had ap-
proached the NHRC, al-
leging her husband was
murdered by policemen
who picked him from his
house at Bastgua village
on April 27, 2020, and
then hanged his body at
Durganpura village to
fake suicide. ENS

PUNJAB
Farmerendslife

outside DC office

Ludhiana: A 65-year-old
farmer allegedly died by
suicide at an ongoing
protest outside the Deputy
Commissioner's office in
Muktsar on Monday.
Balwinder Singh from
Raike Kalan village in
Bathinda died after al-
legedly consuminga tablet
commonly used as an agri-
cultural fumigant. He had
been attending the protest
insupport of farmers who
hadbeensittingondharna
since August 24, demand-
ing compensation for their
cotton crop that was dam-
aged in pink bollworm at-
tacklast year. ENS

RAJASTHAN
Firm robbed of
23 kggold, cash

Jaipur: Five bike-borne
menrobbed around 23 kg
gold and Rs 10 lakh cash
at gunpoint from a fi-
nance company's branch
in Udaipur on Monday.
The incident happened at
Manappuram Finance,
which provides gold loan
services. A CCTV footage
shows two robbers
thrashing bank officials at
gunpoint. SP Vikas
Sharma said barricading
had been done on city
borders to nab the ac-

cused. PTI
KARNATAKA

Row over text
on Savarkar

Bengaluru: Fresh contro-
versy has erupted over a
passage in a class 8
Kannada textbook that
states V D Savarkar flew
out of jail ona bulbul. The
chapter, authored by KT
Gatti, reads: “In the room
where Savarkar was
jailed, there was not even
asmall keyhole. However,
bulbul birds would fly into
the room from some-
where, on whose wings
Savarkarwould sitand fly
out to visit the mother-
land every day." Director
of the Karnataka Textbook
Society, Madegowda, de-
fended the passage, call-
ing it “nothing but poetic
imagination”.“The author
could have used it as a
metaphor,” he said. ENS

TELANGANA
Twodead after
surgery atcamp

Hyderabad: At least two
women who underwent
surgery at a tubectomy
camp held on August 25
at the Ibrahimpatnam
Civil Hospital in Ranga
Reddy district have died
of post-surgery complica-
tions. Director of Public
Health G Srinivas Rao said
34 people were operated
upon, of whom 30 were
discharged and are in sta-
ble condition. “Four pa-
tients complained of
acute gastroenteritis and
approached private hos-
pitals. Two of them, M
Mamata and M Sushma,
have succumbed,” he
said, adding that the state
government has ordered
aninquiry into the matter
and sought a detailed re-
port withina week. ENS

NCRB RELEASES DATA FOR 2021

Crime against women up 15.3%: NCRB

STATES WITHHIGHEST RATE OF CRIME AGAINST WOMEN IN 2021

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

CRIME AGAINST women rose by
153 percentin 2021 from the pre-
vious year,according to latestdata
released by the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB), with
4,28 278 cases registered last year
following 3,71,503 cases in 2020.

The NCRB report also shows
thatthe rate of total crime against
women (number of incidents per
1lakh population)increased from
56.5in2020to 64.5in 2021.

Amajority of these cases(31.8
per cent) fall in the category of
“Cruelty by husband or his rela-
tives”, followed by “Assault on
women with intent to outrage her
modesty” (20.8 per cent), kidnap-
pingand abduction(17.6 per cent),
and rape (7.4 per cent).

According to the report, the
highest rate of crime against
womenin 2021 wasregistered in
Assam (168.3),despite amarginal
dip over the last three years. The
state recorded over 29,000 such
cases last year.

The other top statesin this cat-
egory include Odisha, Haryana,
Telangana and Rajasthan.
Rajasthan, like Assam, showed a
marginal decrease in the actual
number of cases while the three
other states (Odisha, Haryanaand
Telangana) marked an increase.

The report places UP on top
(56,083) in terms of actual num-
ber of cases registered in 2021, al-
though the rate of total crime
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against women is lesser at 50.5.
The other states that recorded the
highest number of crimes against
women include Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, West Bengal and
Odisha. Nagaland stood out with
the lowest number of crimes
against women registered in the
pastthree years —43in2019,39in
2020 and 54 in 2021. It also had
the lowest crime rate against
women for 2021 at5.5.

Among Union Territories,
Delhi had the highest rate of crime
againstwomenin 2021 at 147.6.1t
also topped in absolute numbers
of cases registered, recording an
increase over the past three years
from 13,395 in 2019 to 14,277 in
2021.The NCRB also collates data
for crime against women in 19
cities across the country with a
population of over 2 million.

Among these cities, the 2021

76 sedition cases in
2021, most in Andhra

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 29

SEVENTY-SIX CASES for sedition
were registered in 2021 in the
country under IPC Section 124A,
of which the maximum — 29 —
were in Andhra Pradesh, accord-
ing to the latest NCRB report.
For Andhra Pradesh, this was
in sharp contrast to 2020, when
no sedition case was recorded in
the state. In 2020, 73 sedition
cases were recorded across India,
the report, Crime in India, says.
According to the report, 86
people were arrested in sedition
crimes in 2021, while there were
1,604 arrests under Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
[UAPA].It said 66 persons in sedi-
tion crimes and 1,317 under UAPA
law were chargesheeted in 2021.
While no one was convicted of
sedition crimes in 2021, 62 peo-
ple were convicted under UAPA.
In 2020, out of 73 sedition cases,
the maximum 15 were reported
in Manipur, followed by Assam

CASES REGISTERED

AndhraPradesh {29
Manipur, Nagaland = 7

Haryana i 5
Delhi 4
Assam, UP 3
M Arunachal Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh,

Sikkim, J&K, Telangana,

West Bengal : 2 each

M Chhattisgarh, MP,
Rajasthan, Tripura, Goa,
Lakshadweep : 1 each

(12), Karnataka (8),and UP (7).

In all, 149 offences against
State, under various Sections of
IPC, were reported in 2021, lower
than 172 cases reported in 2020.

As many as 4,958 offences
against state were reported under
various Special & Local Laws (SLL)
of which 4,089 were reported un-
der Prevention of Damage to
Public Property Act; 814 under
UAPA; and 55 under OSA.

2021 HYDERPORA ENCOUNTERKILLING

SC reserves order on plea
to exhume body for rites

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
reserved its order on a plea to ex-
hume the body of a man, Amir
Magray, killed in an encounter
with security personnel at
Kashmir's Hyderpora in
November 2021, with the
Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration opposing it, asserting that
the deceased was a terroristand
exhuming the body now will
lead to law-and-order problems.

Advocate Ardhendumouli
Prasad appearing for the J&K ad-
ministration told the bench of
Justices Surya Kant and | B
Pardiwala that “as far as the state
is concerned, he was a terrorist”.
He also pointed out that the bod-
ies of such persons are purposely
not buried in their native villages
taking into account that itis used
for glorification of the terrorists,
adding, “young minds are
swayed..the terrorists sneak in
and they say very good things
and the young minds are drawn
into terrorism. That is the reason
why the state consciously does
not bury them in the same town
or in the same village”.

On the pleato exhume the re-
mains, he said “today eight
months have passed and exhum-
ing now will only lead to law-
and-order problems”. Appearing
for Amir’s father Mohammad
Latief Magray, Senior Advocate
Anand Grover said there is no
threat to security by allowing his

plea. “I just want the body ex-
humed so that rites can be per-
formed. Only I have the right to
perform the ritesand no one else.
These are religious rites,” he said.

He referred to religious scrip-
tures to explain the rituals and
added “this religious rite cannot
be usurped by the state...It is a
fundamental right under Article
21 for me”. Grover said the fam-
ily had given up the need for com-
munity participation in the rites
asitmay have led to security con-
cerns, adding “what prejudice
will be caused if the body is ex-
humed?...the sentiments of reli-
gious people ought to be re-
spected”. The family of Amir has
maintained that he was notater-
rorist. Touching on this, Grover
said, unfortunately, if one is la-
belled a terrorist, the familyis also
targeted. Grover said he can show
that Amirwas notaterroristbutis
not getting into that and only
seeking the body for last rites.

The Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court had earlier al-
lowed the family to perform rites
atthe burial site but the family in-
sisted that the body be handed
over toit. Prasad pointed out that
a video submitted to the HC
showed thatall Islamicrites were
performed and that there was no
quarrel on this. The counsel also
said, “We all saw what happened
when the body was given a few
years back”.

The HC had also directed the
state to pay Rs 5 lakh to the family
to compensate for the deprivation
of their rights.

data shows that Jaipur had the
highest rate of total crime against
women at over 194, followed by
Delhi, Indore and Lucknow.
Chennai and Coimbatore -- both
in Tamil Nadu -- had the lowest
rate. In actual numbers among
these cities, Delhi topped in 2021
(13,982) followed by Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad. Delhi
also marked the highest number
of actual cases in the past three
years amongst these cities, with
12,902in2019and 9,782in2020.

Rajasthan had the highest rate
of rape for2021 at 164 and topped
in actual numbers with 6,337
cases registered last year. UP,
Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra followed with over
2,000 cases registered last yearin
these states. Rajasthan also had
the highest number of minor girls
raped in 2021 with 1,453 cases

Punjab tops list
of crime rate
under NDPS Act

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 29

registered. Overall, there were
31,677 cases of rape registered in
the country last year, marking a
marginal decline over the past five
years from 33,977 cases in 2018.

Cases of “murder with gan-
grape/rape”, for which the NCRB
has maintained records since
2017, have remained steady -- 284
casesin2021, the sameasin 2019.
In2020, there were 218 such inci-
dents. The highest number of
cases under the category were
registered in 2018 with 291.

The highest number of such
cases took place last year in UP
with 48, followed closely by
Assam with 46. Bihar, Arunachal
Pradesh, Goa, Himachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland and
Uttarakhand did not register any
cases under this category last year.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Most suicides
reported from
Maharashtra

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 29

SC seeks reply
of UP govton

Kappan bail plea

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

FOR THE third consecutive year,
Mabharashtra topped the country
interms of the number of suicides
reported in 2021, as per data re-
vealed by the NCRB. Maharashtra
recorded 22,207 suicides, fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu’s 18,925 and
Madhya Pradesh’s 14,965.
However, the state does not
finda placeamong the top 10with
high suicide rates ( suicide perlakh
population) in India. In terms of
the four mega metropolitancities,
Mumbai was fourth in terms of
number of suicidesin the pastyear.
As per the NCRB data,
Maharashtra contributed 13.5 per
cent to the total number of sui-
cides registered across the coun-
try last year. Even in 2019 and
2020, the state had topped the list
and had contributed 13.6 per cent
and 13 per cent respectively.
Tamil Nadu has been at the sec-
ond number behind Maharashtra
in terms of suicides since 2019.
In terms of the reasons that
drove people to die by suicide,
drug abuse and alcohol addic-
tion were among the top reasons
that claimed the lives of 2,818
persons across the state.

Deaths in road
accidents up by 17%

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

PUNJAB YET again topped the list
of crime rate (per lakh population)
incaseslodged lastyear under the
Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, data re-
leased by the NCRB showed.

As per details, Punjabrecorded
32.8 per cent crime rate (per lakh
population)in2021, highestinthe
country. As per the NCRB report,
the projected population of Punjab
was304.04lakhin2021 and there
were 9,972 cases of NDPS Act re-
ported during the year.

The report further showed
that Himachal — with a popula-
tion of 74.06 lakh people as per
NCRB — ended second on the list
inthe same category, notchinga
crime rate of 20.8 per cent . As
per the report, 1,537 NDPS Act
cases were reported from
Himachal, followed by
Arunachal Pradesh (17.2 per
cent), Kerala (16 per cent) and
Uttarakhand (15.4 per cent).

SC pulls up
Jharkhand govt
over journalist’s
midnight arrest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

THE SUPREME Court Monday
slammed the Jharkhand govern-
ment for arresting a journalist
working with a Hindi TV chan-
nel from his house in the middle
of the night earlier this year and
told its counsel in no uncertain
terms, “you are not dealing with
aterrorist, but a journalist”.

“This is not the way to treat
the media or a journalist. This is
thorough lawlessness in the
state,” a bench presided by
Justice DY Chandrachud said, re-
fusing to entertain the govern-
ment’s appeal challenging the
HC'’s July 19 order granting bail
to journalist Arup Chatterjee.

DEATHS BY accidents on roads
increased by almost 17 per cent
in2021 compared to 2020, indi-
cating an increase in the rate of
deaths per 1,000 vehicles in
India, according to the latest
NCRB report.

In2021, 1.55 lakh people died
in accidents on Indian roads, up
from 1.33 lakh in 2020, when
much of the year saw a nation-
wide lockdown.

Total road accidents reported
was 4.03 lakh in 2021, up from
3.54 lakh the year before.

But the 2021 accident num-
bers were significantly lower
than those in 2019, when 4.37
lakh mishaps had been recorded,
killing 1.54 lakh people.

As in previous years, two-
wheelers accounted for most
deaths (44.5%). Buses accounted
for 3% of deaths in accidents.

Speeding caused 87,000
deaths, accounting for over half

of all deaths, while dangerous
and careless driving was attrib-
uted as cause for 42,000 deaths,
the report stated.

The maximum increase in
number of traffic accident cases
from 2020 to 2021 was reported
in Tamil Nadu (from 46,443 to
57,090), followed by Madhya
Pradesh (from43,360t049,493),
Uttar Pradesh (from 30,593 to
36,509), Maharashtra (from
24,908 to 30,086), and Kerala
(from 27,998 to 33,051).

"These traffic accidents re-
sulted in injuries to 3,73,884
people and 1,73,860 deaths dur-
ing 2021. Uttar Pradesh (24,711
deaths) followed by Tamil Nadu
(16,685 deaths) and
Maharashtra (16,446 deaths)
have reported maximum fatali-
ties in traffic accidents in the
country," the report

InRailways, 17,993 accidents
were reported in 2021, up from
13,018 ayear before, causing in-
juries to 1,852 persons and
16,431 deaths in 2021, the report
mentioned.

Mundra drug haul: NIA files
chargesheet against nine

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

DAYS AFTER arresting two peo-
ple from Delhi in connection with
lastyear’s Mundra port drug haul
case, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Monday filed a
chargesheet against nine people,
including three Afghan nationals,
in connection with the case. This
supplementary chargesheet has
been filed against people arrested
earlier by the agency.

“The accused chargesheeted
today are members of an interna-
tional drug smuggling network
involved in trafficking of heroin
from Afghanistan to India for dis-
tribution in Punjab, Delhi, Gujarat,
UP and other states of India,” the
NIA said in a statement Monday.

Those chargesheeted on

Monday have been identified as
Sarabjit Singh alias Setthi from
Hoshiarpur (Punjab); Balwinder
Singh and Jasvir Singh from
Amritsar (Punjab); Jannat Gul
Kaker, Shami Ullah and
Mohammad Lal Kaker from
Kanduz (Afghanistan); Mujahid
Shinwari  from Linghara
(Afghanistan); and Imtiaz Ahmed
and Imran Ahmed from Rampur,
UP.OnAugust 25, NIA arrested the
owner of a pub at Delhi’s Samrat
Hotel along with one other per-
son in connection with its probe
into the 3,000 kg heroin haul at
Mundra port in September last
year.The consignment was said to
be worth over Rs 21,000 crore.
The arrested accused have
been identified as Harpreet
Singh Talwar alias Kabir Talwar
and Prince Sharma, both resi-
dents of the national capital.

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
issued notice to the Uttar Pradesh
government on a plea filed by
journalist Siddique Kappan seek-
ingbail ina case in which he was
arrested by the state police and
charged under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India U U Lalit and Justice S
Ravindra Bhat said it was fixing
the matter for final disposal on
September 9 and asked the state
tofile its reply by September 5.

Kappan and three others, in-
cluding the driver of the vehicle
in which they were travelling,
were arrested in Mathura on
October 5,2020, while they were
on their way to Hathras, where
aDalit woman had died after she
was allegedly gangraped. They
were booked under UAPA and on
charges of sedition.

While Kappan said he was
going to Hathras toreport on the
incident, the UP Police had al-
leged links with the Popular
Front of India (PFI) and claimed
the group wanted to create un-
restin the area.

Appearing for Kappan, Senior
Advocate Kapil Sibal said he has
been in jail since October 6,
2000. “The allegation is that the
PFI put Rs 45,000 in my
(Kappan's) account for terrorist
activities. That's the heart of the
allegation. There is no evidence,
but only allegation,” he said.

The senior counsel said
Kappan had nothing to do with
the outfitand that he had gone to
Hathras toreportonthe incident.
Sibal said that Kappan “was atone
time working with a paper, Thejas
Daily — which had association
with PFI” but was not withitany-
more. “And PFI is not a terrorist
organisation. It is not even a
banned organisation,” he said.

Siddique
Kappanand
three others
were held
in 2020

The bench asked Sibal about
the others who were arrested
with Kappan. Sibal said one of
them had already got bail.

Last week, the Allahabad
High Court had granted bail to
Mohammad Alam, the driver of
the vehicle who was arrested
with Kappan.

Appearing for the state, UP
Additional Advocate General
Garima Prashad said there are
eightaccused in the case, includ-
ing an accused in the Delhi riots
and another in the Bulandshahr
riots. She said two witnesses
were threatened and she would
file an affidavit.

The bench directed the state
to file its affidavit by September
5and gave Kappan three days af-
ter that to file areply.

Kappan approached the SC
after the Allahabad High Court
dismissed his bail application on
August 2. “As a result of the re-
jection of the application, the pe-
titioner, a journalist of 12 years
experience, who has also served
as the secretary of the Delhi
chapter of the Kerala Union of
Working Journalists, continues
tobe incarcerated. Presently, the
petitioner has spent almost two
years behind bars, on the basis of
trumped up charges, only be-
cause he sought to discharge his
professional duty of reporting on
the infamous case of the Hathras
rape/ murder,” said his plea.

Kappan contended that the
HC order “grossly overlooks the
well-established principles re-
garding the grant of bail, and
without affording any cogent
reasons, has mechanically dis-
missed” his “bail application”.

Police hand over the baby to his mother in Mathura, Monday. P11

BJP corporator, her

husband among 8
held for ‘child theft’

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 29

A SEVEN-MONTH-OLD boy,
who was allegedly kidnapped
from Mathura railway station on
August 24, was recovered from
the house of a BJP corporator in
Firozabad on Sunday;, police said.
Vineeta Agarwal (44)and her
husband Krishna Murari
Agarwal (51) had allegedly paid
Rs 1.801lakh toa gang involved in
child trafficking. Six others, in-
cluding a doctor couple, have
been arrested by the GRP, Agra.
Police said the doctor couple
— Dr Prem Bihari (38) and his
wife Dr Dayawati (38) — were
running a child trafficking racket.

SIDHU MOOSEWALA MURDER: PUNJAB POLICE FILE 1,850-PAGE CHARGESHEET

‘Kingpin told shooters to hurry after security pruned’

.

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR, AUGUST 29

CANADA-BASED GANGSTER
Goldy Brar, the alleged master-
mind behind the murder of Sidhu
Moosewala, on May 28 had in-
formed his gang's sharpshooters
that the Punjab government has
trimmed the security cover pro-
vided to the singer-politicianand
asked them to hurry up and exe-
cute the killing, the Punjab Police
has said in an 1,850-page

chargesheet filed in the case.
Moosewala, whose real name
was Shubhdeep Singh Sindhu,
was killed in a hail of bullets the
day after when he was travelling
in a jeep withbhis cousin and a
friend. Immediately after the
killing Goldy Brar had claimed re-
sponsibility for the murder.
“Goldy Brar gave the news of
withdrawal of security of Sidhu
Moosewala to shooters on May
28 and asked shooters to hurry up
on May 29, after which Priyavart
Fauji, Keshav Kumar, Ankit Sersa,

Sidhu
Moosewala

Deepak Mundi and Kashish alias
Kuldeep came witha(Mahindra)
Bolero car from Faridabad side
and Manpreet Singh Manna and
Jagroop Singh alias Roopa came

New Delhi

with with their (Toyota) Corolla
car and weapons from Mansa,”
reads the chargesheet filed in a
Mansa court on August 26.

The security cover of
Moosewala, who was shot dead
on Sunday, was halved from four
personnel to two by the Punjab
government on May 26, in a
pruning exercise carried out by
the Punjab Police. He was among
424 VIPs who were stripped of
their security partially or fully.
The Bhagwant Mann-led Aam
Adami Party government had

The othersarrested were Deep
Kumar(40),Poonam (43), Manjeet
(43)and Vimlesh(38).While Prem
and Dayawati run a hospital in
Hathras, Vimlesh and Poonam
worked as auxiliary nurse mid-
wives. Deep was a member of the
child trafficking gang.

SP, GRP, (Agra), Mohammad
Mustaque said, "All eight persons
were produced before a local
court Monday, which sent them
tojail. The gang members had sold
the baby for Rs 1.80 lakh. Efforts
are on to trace others." SHO, GRP
(Mathura), Sushil Kumar said, "On
August 24, one Radha Devi fileda
case against unknown persons for
kidnapping her seven-month-old
son from platform number 8 of
the Mathura railway station.

claimed credit for withdrawing
security by tweeting that it “was
an attack on the VIP culture”.

In a tweet that it had shared
fromits official handle, the Punjab
AAP had singled out the names of
Moosewala along with that of
Akal Takht Jathedar Giani Harpeet
Singh. Many office bearers of AAP
had shared the tweet on social
media inviting sharp reactions
from the Opposition. Later, fol-
lowing a Punjab and Haryana HC
order, the state government had
to withdraw the decision.
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Ganesh Chaturthi
celebrations at
Idgah: Karnataka
Wagf moves SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

THE SUPREME Court will hear on
Tuesday a plea by the Karnataka
Wagf Board challenging a High
Court order allowing Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrations at the
Idgah maidan in Bengaluru.
Wagf counsel and senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal sought an urgent
hearinginto the matter, informing
abench headed by ChiefJustice of
India U U Lalit that “unnecessary
tensions will be created” if the
matter is not taken up immedi-
ately. Theland, Sibal said, hasbeen
in use by Muslims for decades.
The Waqf pleacame days after
adivision bench of the Karnataka
HC allowed the state government
to approve applications seeking
use of the Idgah maidan in
Chamarajpet locality to hold cul-
tural and religious celebrations, in-
cluding Ganesh Chaturthi, for a
limited period from August 31.
The HCdivision bench order,
issued last Friday, came justaday
after a single-judge bench had
said the land could be used only
as a playground, for celebrating
Independence and Republic Day;,
and as a prayer ground by
Muslism twice a year on Eid.

Shifted after
controversial
remark, Kerala
judge moves HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 29

THE KOZHIKODE District
Sessions Judge who was trans-
ferred in the wake of his contro-
versial observation that a
"sexual harassment offence
would not stand if the woman
was wearing a sexually provoca-
tive dress", on Monday peti-
tioned the High Court against
his transfer.

Judicial officer S Krishna
Kumar, who was transferred as
the presiding officer at Kollam
labour court, in his petition said
the punitive action will hit the
morale of judicial officers. Fear of
punitive action will deter the judi-
cial officers from taking free-and-
fair decisions in cases, he said.

Kerala High Court Registrar-
General PKrishna Kumar had is-
sued the transfer list of four dis-
trict-level judicial officers on
August 23.

SC fixes Hijab hearing for Sept 3,
declines more time to petitioners

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

THE SUPREME Court Monday is-
sued notice to the Karnataka gov-
ernment on a batch of petitions
challenging the High Court order
that had upheld the state’s ban
on wearing hijab in educational
institutions. The court also took
exception to some of the peti-
tioner parties seeking more time
in the matter and scheduled the
hearing for September 5.

A bench of Justices Hemant
Guptaand Sudhanshu Dhulia told
some of these parties, which have
challenged the March 15 ruling of
the Karnataka High Court, that it
will not allow “forum shopping”.

“This is not acceptable. You

asked for early hearing time and
again... Now it is listed, you ask
for (more time). We will not per-
mit forum shopping. That’s all,”
Justice Gupta, heading a two-
judge bench, said on being told
that a letter seeking more time
had been circulated.

A counsel appearing for
those who have challenged the
high court judgment said the
matter had been suddenly listed
for hearing on Sunday and that
other counsel have to travel to
Delhi from places like Karnataka.
But the bench, also comprising
Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia, said
Karnataka is only two-and-a-
half hours away by flight.

Appearing for the state,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
submitted that Karnataka’s

Dumka woman
cremated, family
gets Rs 9 lakh more

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, AUGUST 29

THE 19-YEAR-OLD Dumka
woman who died on Sunday, six
days after she was set on fire by
a stalker who has been arrested
since, was cremated on Monday
even as Section 144 was in force
inthe districtas a precautionary
measure following protests.

The National Commission for
Women has also sought an ac-
tion-taken report from the po-
lice within seven days.

Dumka Deputy
Commissioner handed over a
cheque for Rs 9 lakh to the vic-
tim's family, which is in addition
to the Rs 1 lakh already given by
the state government. Governor
Ramesh Bais also announced Rs
2 lakh to the family from his dis-
cretionary grant.

In her statement recorded in
the presence of a magistrate on
August 23, a copy of which is
with The Indian Express, the vic-
timsaid: “One person, Shahrukh,
got my phone number from a
friend and was harassing me for
the last 10 days. Even before that,
he used to harass me on the road,
pressuring me to speak to him. I
had brought this to the notice of
my parents. On August 22, he
threatened to kill me if [ did not
entertain him.”

After the girl told her parents
about the stalker, hours before
she was set on fire, it was de-
cided that her father will meet
Shahrukh's family the next
morning, itis learnt.

“Around 4am, I experienced
a burning sensation on my
back...and saw Shahrukh with a
match box and a bottle..he had
set me on fire and fled. With my
body on fire, I ran to save my-
self...my parents later took me to
ahospital,” the victim said in her
statement.

Meanwhile, BJP legislature
party leader Babulal Marandi
also met the family of the victim.
He later told the reporters that
“the girl was 16 and state govern-
ment increased her age so that
the accused can be protected”, a
charge denied by the adminis-
tration.

“Had the victim been taken
to Ranchi early, she could have
been saved,” Marandi said.

Advocate General had already
arrived and also requested that
a notice be issued so that one
stage will be over.

The petitioners’ counsel then
requested the court to grant
them two weeks’ time. Mehta
then said the petitioners had
mentioned the matter six times
seeking an urgent hearing.

The counsel for the challeng-
ing parties said that was because
it was exam time for the stu-
dents and that they will now
have to prepare the brief. Mehta
asked if they were planning to
argue earlier without preparing.

The court turned down the re-
quest for more time and fixed the
matter for hearing on September
5, reiterating: “This kind of forum
shopping we will not permit”.

ALLEGED VICTIMS GIVE STATEMENTS TO POLICE

Sexual abuse charge a
plot, says mutt pontiff

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, AUGUST 29

THE CHIEF pontiff of the
Murugha mutt on Monday
called the allegations against
him of sexually assaulting mi-
nors a “conspiracy” against the
seminary.

Inhis first publicaddress since
he was booked for the alleged
sexual abuse of high-school girls
at the mutt hostel, Shivamurthy
Murugha Sharanaru assured his
followers he will “come out
clean” of the charges.

“This is not the first time
there has been a conspiracy
against the mutt but it has been
there for the last 15 years,”
the pontiff told devotees
who had gathered at the
mutt in Chitradurga district
which is among the most
influential Lingayat seminaries
in the state.

“These conspiracies stayed
within the mutt but now have

Afull bench of the Karnataka
High Court had on March 15 dis-
missed a batch of petitions filed
by Muslim girls studying in pre-
university colleges in Udupi
seeking the right to wear the hi-
jabin classrooms. The high court
had stated that wearing the hi-
jab is not an essential religious
practice in Islam and that the
Freedom of Religion under
Article 25 of the Constitution is
subject to reasonable restriction.

The high court also upheld an
order issued on February 5 by
the state, which suggested that
wearing hijabs can be restricted
in government colleges where
uniforms are prescribed, and
ruled that such curbs under
norms for college uniforms are
“constitutionally permissible”.

come out. [ am not going to run
away but will respect the law of
the land. I will come out
clean...let the casereachits log-
ical end,” the pontiff added.

The devotees had gathered at
the mutt after rumours that the
pontiff was being taken into po-
lice custody. The pontiff, who
was on a visit to Haveri town,
then returned to the mutt and
addressed the followers.

On Monday, the alleged vic-
tims gave their statements be-
fore the Child Welfare
Committee and the police in
Chitradurga. Accompanied by
members of the Child Welfare
Committee, the girls were also
taken to the hostel and mutt
premises by the police as part of
investigations.

The pontiff is among five
people who were booked Friday
under the POCSO Act and other
sections of the IPC after two girls
approached a Mysusru-based
NGO and narrated the alleged
abuse at the mutt hostel.

b=

—
ﬂ_(y Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
[ INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

MUMBAI

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN BIDDING PROCESS
FOR NON-AERO CONCESSIONS AT CSMI AIRPORT

Mumbai International Airport Limited (“MIAL”) invites parties to
participate in the competitive bidding process for Non-Aero Concessions at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport (“CSMIA”), Mumbai.

Parties are requested to visit the website:
(https://csmia.adaniairports.com/ = Business = Tenders) for downloading

form of Application for purchase of Request for Proposal document(s).

Please check the website for Last date and time for submission of Application.
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E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firms for the following jobs against which

a New Okhla Industrial Development Authority
““I i Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida, (U.P.) Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

08.12.2022.

2023.

communication will be sent.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF FINANCE, DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE FOR CUSTOMS BROKERS EXAMINATION, 2023

1.Applications are invited from Indian citizens to appear in the online written
examination for issuance of license to act as a Customs Broker under Customs
Brokers Licensing Regulations (CBLR), 2018, as amended. A copy of the
regulations is available at www.cbic.gov.in and www.nacin.gov.in.

2.Complete application is to be submitted in person or by Registered/ Speed Post in
Form-A (available in the CBLR, 2018) along with two passport size photos and self
attested documents on citizenship (Aadhaar/ Passport/ Voter Card), educational
qualification, financial viability, mobile number, e-mail id and other requirements
along with the prescribed fee of Rs.500/- (Rupees five hundred only) to the
Principal Commissioner/ Commissioner of Customs/ Commissioner of Customs
(Prev), having jurisdiction over the area where the applicant intends to carry on his
business from 18.10.2022 to 18.11.2022 up to 06:00 PM. Applications sent by
post, in case received after the last date shall not be entertained.

3.Before submitting the application, applicant should ensure the completeness of the
application. Incomplete applications shall be summarily rejected.

4.Syllabus of written examination will be as per regulation 6(7) of CBLR, 2018.

5.Names of applicants found eligible to appear in examination will be displayed on the
notice board and/or website of the respective Commissionerate latest by

6. Information regarding roll number, admit card and examination venue will be made
available on the website of CBIC and NACIN under the icon/tab <GSTP/CBLR
Exam>. Alink to download the admit card will also be provided therein. Admit cards
shall also be sent by email to eligible applicants 12 days in advance before the date
of examination. The written examination shall be held in the Month of March-

7.The candidates have the option to answer either in Hindi or in English.

8.Successful candidates will be called for an oral examination for which separate

9.In case declarations and information submitted by the applicant are found to be
incorrect, the application shall be rejected or license, (ifissued) shall be cancelled.

10.For any query regarding eligibility and process of application, please refer to the
regulations available at the websites (www.cbic.gov.in and www.nacin.gov.in) or
contact the nearest Customs Commissionerate. A helpline will be made operational
by this office at e-mail id. cblre.helpline@gmail.com from the (date of start of
submission of application) till the date of exam.

Principal Directo

NACIN, Faridabad

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF CUSTOMS, INDIRECT
TAXES & NARCOTICS, FARIDABAD

cbc 15502/11/0011/2223

r General

RAILWAY RECRUITMENT CELL

Parcel Depot, Alibhai Premji Road, Grant Road (East), Mumbai — 400 007.
Website : https://www.rrc-wr.com

INDICATIVE NOTIFICATION FOR RECRUITMENT AGAINST SPORTS QUOTA FOR THE
YEAR 2022-2023 IN WESTERN RAILWAY

Notification No. RRC/WR/02/2022 (Sports quota ) Dated 30/08/2022

Opening Date and Time

05/09/2022 @ 10.00 HRS.

Closing Date and Time

04/10/2022 @ 23.59 hrs.

through Open Advertisement under the

year 2022-2023.

GP Rs. 2400/2800 (VI PC)]

1. Western Railway invites ONLINE applications from eligible Sportspersons for recruitment
against Sports Quota for filling up 21 Group C posts in the following Disciplines/Pay Level

jurisdiction of Western Rai

(i) 05 Posts in Level 4/5, Pay Matrix Rs.25500-81100 / 29200- 92300 [as per VII th CPC,

lway for the

-Iv/ 2022-23

arrangement between road sector-164 and 165, Noida

The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 05.09.2022 up to 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall
be opened/downloaded on dated 06.09.2022 at 11.00 AM.

Principal General Manager
Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

04/10/2022.

New Delhi

bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. Discinbli EVENT/ PROFICIENCY/ WEIGHT Post
The details and conditions of all tenders are available on NOIDA Authority's official Iscipline CATEGORY osts
website:www.noidaauthorityonline.com 