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YUAN WANG DOCKED AUG 17-22

Sharp exchange
between Delhi,
Beijing over
shipin SriLanka

China envoy calls it ‘aggression’, India
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DEMOLITION DAY

The Supertech towers in Noida on Saturday. The towers, Apex (32 floors) and Ceyane (29 floors), will be demolished at 2.30 pm on Sunday as per the Supreme Court’s orders after they were
found to be in violation of regulations. Residents of nearby apartment complexes have been told to temporarily evacuate, and only members of the demolition team will be allowed in a
500-metre-radius area around the towers. Gajendra Yadav
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The Chinese ship Yuan Wang 5 at Hambantota port in
Sri Lanka last week. P11

SUSPENSE OVER JHARKHAND CM’S DISQUALIFICATION

After day-trip with MLAs, Soren,

allies discuss ‘all eventualities’
43 of ruling coalition’s 49 MLAs went to Khunti: Legislator

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, AUGUST 27

ASTHE suspense continued over
whether Hemant Soren would
be disqualified on the basis of the
Election Commission of India's
recommendation to the
Governor, the Jharkhand Chief
Minister and legislators of the
ruling coalition on Saturday
boarded three buses and left for
a day-trip to Khunti.

By evening, the MLAs re-
turned to Ranchi, where a meet-
ing of members of the JMM-
Congress-R]D coalition went on
till late Saturday night at the

Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren, state Congress chief Rajesh
Thakur and MLAs at a resort in Khunti district on Saturday. P11

CM's residence.
On Saturday, the MLAs
shared photographs of them-

INDUSTRY FLAGS COST, SALES SLUMP

0-airbag rule may be
deferred as small-car
segment pushes back

MIHIR MISHRA
& ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

THE CENTRE'S plan to mandate
six airbags across all cars from
October 1 is likely to be deferred
amid discussions within the gov-
ernment on its fallout in the
small-car market and a push-
back from industry.

“Theissue is being discussed
atthe highest level and a call will
be taken (on the implementa-
tion),” a top government source
told The Indian Express.

Earlier this year, the Ministry
of Road Transport and Highways
had announced the minimum
six-airbag rule for vehicles that
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WHEN LINTHOI Chanambam,
16, became the first Indian to win
a world title in judo on Friday,
two families were united in cel-
ebrations — one in her home-
town in Manipur, and the other
ina townin Georgia.

When the world was battling
the Covid-19 pandemic and the
first lockdown was imposed,
Chanambam was stuck in
Akhmeta, atown of about 8,000

Volumes
will lower
price

EXPLAINED

EXPERTS SAY twin
airbags, anti-lock brak-
ing systems, and rear
wipers only add

Rs 25,000 to the car’s
cost. Because these are
not mandatory, they
come only in top-end
versions bundled with
other features. Making
airbags mandatory, ex-
perts say, will spur local
production and bring
down cost on account of
higher volumes.

people in Georgia, for nine
months. The hometown of her
coach Mamuka Kizilashvii,
Akhmeta, a judo hub which has
produced two Olympic champi-
ons, became Chanambam’s sec-
ond home, as she formed a close
bond with her coach’s extended
family of 30.

On Friday, Chanambam de-
feated Brazil's Reis Bianca (57 kg)
1-0 by Waza-ari — a throw — to
win the gold at the World Cadet
Championships in Sarajevo.
Kizilashvii's family was the first
to receive a picture of
Chanambam posing with the
gold medal and they were soon
onavideo call.

“It was adifficult time for the

selves with CM Soren, enjoying
boat rides in Khunti’s Latratu
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Azad shadow over CWC today
on polls to elect new president

Tewari: Not tenants in this organisation, we’re shareholders
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

THE CONGRESS, rocked by the
resignation of its veteran leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad who openly
blamed senior leader Rahul
Gandhi for the decline of the
party, will meet on Sunday to fi-
nalise and announce the dates
for the election of its next
president.

Sonia Gandhi will preside
over the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting,
which will be held virtually as the
Congress president, along with
her children Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, is abroad
for a medical checkup. With

J&K politicians with Ghulam Nabi Azad at his residence in

New Delhi on Saturday. PTi

some of the G23 leaders ques-
tioning the fairness of the elec-
toral rolls prepared by the AICC

All eyes on India-Pak match today:
‘Hype outside, all normal inside’

EXPRESS INUAE

SANDIPG
DUBAI, AUGUST 27

THE FIRST question to Pakistan
captain Babar Azam at the press
conference ahead of the India-
Pakistan encounter on Sunday
was seemingly harmless: “Dubai
mein garmi zyada hain kya (Is it
very hot in Dubai)?”

Babar promptly replied:
“Garmi toh hain (It is hot)”. He
then paused, seeming to realise
the loaded undertone of the
question, and said with a grin:
“Hum zyada garminahin lete hain
(We don't feel the heat too

Team India arrives for training, in Dubai on Friday. P11
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KOHLISAYSDIDN'T
TOUCHBATFORA
MONTH PaAGE 18

much)”. He was referring to the
inevitable “more-than-just-a-
game” narrative drummed up
whenever India and Pakistan
duel, limited to multi-team tour-
naments these days.
Often in the past, the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Linthoi Chanambam at the home of her Georgian coach Mamuka Kizilashvii.
(Right) Chanambam with Kizilashvii after winning the gold medal. Courtesy: Mamuka Kizilashvii

for holding the elections, it is to
be seen whether the issue will
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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‘GAWAAR LOGON KI
PARTY’: SISODIA’S
ATTACK ON BJP pAGE 3

PMAY: CENTRE SAYS
NO TO U.P. BID FOR
MORE HOUSES PAGE 6

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

THE DOCKING of the Chinese
military vessel in Sri Lanka has
touched off a fresh war of words
between New Delhi and Beijing
— this time over Colombo.

A day after the Chinese
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, in a
thinly veiled reference to India,
alleged “thorough interference”
into Sri Lanka’s sovereignty and
invoked what he called the his-
tory of aggression by “the north-

ern neighbour”, New Delhi hit
back sharply Saturday.

It said that the Chinese en-
voy’s “violation of basic diplo-
matic etiquette may be a per-
sonal trait” or “reflecting a larger
national attitude” and his view
of Sri Lanka's “northern neigh-
bour may be coloured by how
his own country behaves”.

This strongly worded state-
ment by India was a response to
asigned article by Qi Zhenhong,
China’s envoy in Colombo.

The article, published on the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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President Droupadi Murmu with CJ1 U U Lalit, Saturday.
Later, he called a full court meeting. Pli REPORTS, PAGE 6
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Justice Fast-Forward

As Justice Uday Umesh Lalit takes over as CJI, he has
74 days to work on the goals he set for himself. PAGE 9

STATE OKs FOREST CLEARANCE

Bullet train: New govt in Maharashtra
clears path for acquisition of land

AVISHEK GDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

WITH the change of political
guard in Maharashtra, decks are
being cleared to get the Railways
out of the logjam over the land
acquisition process for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail corridor for the bullet
train project.

Top officials told The Indian

whole world, as it was for us too.
But coach Kizilashvii’s family
made sure that I was always
happy, although I was far away
from my parents and family,”
Chanambam said from Sarajevo.

The ice was broken over
meals at Kizilashvii’s home. His
wife Salome, son Levan and
daughter Elene took to the
teenage Indian judoka and made
her feel at home.

Kizilashvii was by
Chanambam’s side when she
won the historic gold. “I sent
Linthoi’s picture with the gold
medal to my family, they too cel-
ebrated,” he said.

The restrictions on interna-
tional flights proved to be a

New Delhi

Express that talks with
Maharashtra government offi-
cials, coupled with reviews by the
Prime Minister’s Office, now indi-
cate the marquee project s likely
togetthe “land issue” in the state
“sorted out” by October-
November, clearing the most sig-
nificant hurdle the bullet train
project has faced since inception.

The new Maharashtra gov-
ernment, under Eknath Shinde
in partnership with the BJP, has

blessing in disguise for
Chanambam, as it enabled her to
train against some of the top ju-
dokas in the town from where
2004 Athens Olympic winner
Zurab Zviadauri and 2008
Beijing Olympics champion
Irakali Tsirekidze hail.

“We were training in Georgia
when the lockdown was im-
posed, so we could not return to
India as planned. Most of the na-
tional judo players come to train
there. Chanambam would train
against the likes of world junior
champion Eteri Liparteliani,”
Kizilashvii said.

Chanambam took her first
steps in judo in Mayang,
Manipur, where her father is a

also given the crucial forest clear-
ance for land acquisition, a
mandatory step, which was
stuck at the state government’s
level for the last two years. The
Ministry of Forest, Environment
and Climate Change has subse-
quently given its approval for us-
ing forest land for the project.
The new Maharashtra gov-
ernment has also signed the
shareholder agreement with
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Manipur teen wins India’s 1st world ]ud() tltle Georgia town celebrates

fish farmer who also works as a
mason, and her motheris a part-
time tailor and homemaker.
“My father owns halfan acre
of land on which there is a fish
pond. We are not rich, but my
parents are very determined
people. They never let me stop
dreaming about winning a big
medal in judo,” Chanambam
said. The family earns about Rs
80,000 a year by selling fish.
Chanambam started off by
playing football, and tried her
hand in boxing before focussing
onjudo. “Itrained in judo like my
life depended on it,” she said.
Her strength and willpower
are her biggest strengths, said
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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CWC

come up at the CWC meeting.

While Azad has quit, G23
leaders Anand Sharma and
Mukul Wasnik are members of
the CWC. Sharma met Azad on
Saturday and was closeted
with him for nearly an hour.

Sources in the party indi-
cated that the election process
could be delayed by a week or
two. The party was to elect, be-
tween August 21 and
September 20, a new president
toreplace Sonia Gandhi. But all
indications are that the process
would spill over into October.

In his resignation letter on
Friday, Azad had claimed that
attempts were underway to
prop up “proxies” to take over
the leadership of the party.
With Rahul Gandhi not keen to
return as Congress president,
many party leaders believe the
Gandhis would throw their
weight behind Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot for the
top post.

“Unfortunately, the situa-
tion in the Congress party has
reached such a point of no re-
turn that now 'proxies’ are be-
ing propped up to take over the
leadership of the Party. This ex-
periment is doomed to fail be-
cause the Party has been so
comprehensively destroyed
that the situation has become
irretrievable. Moreover, the
‘chosen one’ would be nothing
more than a puppet on a
string,” Azad had said.

Earlier in the day, another
G23 leader, Manish Tewari,
called the situation "serious"”
and "avoidable”.

Speaking to ANI, he said, "I
don't want to go into the mer-
its of Azad's letter. He would be
in the best position to explain
why or what the context of that
letter is. The letter is in the pub-
lic domain, it speaks for itself...
suffice to say that at times, it is
strange, if not quixotic, that
people who do not have the ca-
pacity to even fight a ward
election... people who till yes-
terday were chaprasis of
Congress leaders, when they
give gyaan about Congress
party, itis laughable for the lack
of abetter word. We are in a se-
rious situation...what hap-
pened is unfortunate and... per-
haps it was avoidable."

"l have given 42 years to the
party and the others who have
written the letter [to Sonia
Gandhi, in August 2020, sug-
gesting sweeping change in the
party] have given more
time...Nobody needs a certifi-
cate. We are not tenants in this
organisation, we are share-
holders. It is another matter if
you want to force us out, then
we will see," he added.

Meanwhile, Congress lead-
ers from Azad’s home state of
Jammu and Kashmir, including
his close confidant and former
state minister G M Saroori, met
him on Saturday amid clear in-
dications that he is set to
launch a political party with its
first unit coming up in J&K.
Several Congress leaders from
J&K, who owe allegiance to
Azad, had quit the party on
Friday.

Azad is expected to travel to
Jammu in the first week of
September to prepare for the
launch of the party.

Some of the senior leaders
in the party, meanwhile, con-
tinued to urge Rahul to take
over. “We will ask him, we will
force him and request him (to
return as Congress president).
We stand behind him. We will
try to persuade him," said
Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge.

Soren

reservoir. The CM also shared
selfies that he took in the bus

with the MLAs.

An MLA said, "Barring three
MLAs who were arrested in
Kolkata and are out on bail,
most of the others were here.
(Congress) MLA Pradeep Yadav
could not come as he had a
health issue. Two more MLAs
did not come, one of whom,
Mamta Devi, the legislator
from Ramgarh, recently deliv-
ered a child. So out of 49, at
least 43 MLAs came to Khunti."

On August 25, holding
Soren guilty of misusing his po-
sition by allotting a stone min-
ing lease to himself last year,
the EC, in its opinion shared
with Governor Ramesh Bais,
recommended his disqualifica-
tion as MLA under the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951. However, the
Governor is yet to officially
communicate his order on the
issue.

Since Thursday's recom-
mendation by the EC, there has
been intense speculation that
the ruling coalition’s 49 MLAs
may be moved to Chhattisgarh
or West Bengal, states ruled by
non-BJP parties, in an attempt
to check any 'poaching' at-
tempt by the Opposition BJP.

Sources said the day-trip to
Khunti was an exercise in
"bonding" and a signal to the
BJP that the coalition is intact.

An MLA, who was part of
the trip, said, “We assembled in
the bus and left for Khunti. We
kept our luggage in a resort in
the Latratu Dam area and spent
the day outside. Unlike the
tense situation that was build-
ing up in the city, we are here
just to relax.”

In the 81-member
Jharkhand Assembly, the JMM
has 30 MLAs while ally
Congress has 18 members and
the R]D has one. The BJP, the
main Opposition party, has 26
MLAs in the House.

Sources close to the govern-
ment said that the late-evening
meeting of coalition members
discussed all eventualities, in-
cluding the possibility of Soren
being disqualified. In such a sit-
uation, they said, the leaders
discussed if Soren should re-
main the Chief Minister and
fight a by-poll from Barhait, the
constituency from where he
won the 2019 election. In any
case, the leaders agreed, that
any adverse decision will have
to be immediately challenged
in court.

Atop-level source said, "The
leaders are looking at all per-
mutations and combinations,
including if Soren's wife
Kalpana Soren should be made
the chief minister. But she may
fight from a general seat, not a
tribal one. The thinking behind
this is that the people from
Barhait may not accept
Kalpana Soren as their leader
since she is not from Jharkhand
[Kalpanais from Odisha]. There
was some discussion on Shibu
Soren leading the mantle too.
We will cross the bridge when
we come to it."

Sources said that letters of
support for prospective CM
candidates have been taken
from all MLAs.

After the meeting, Health
Minister Banna Gupta said, "As
of now, we are focussing on
strengthening the secular
forces in the country. The way
the country is being run now,
the way elected governments
and the constitutional bodies
are being diminished... our
coalition government is strong
enough to fight this." When
asked if the MLAs will be taken
to another state, he said, "We
are sons of soil. We will be in
Jharkhand."

Congress Jharkhand in-
charge Avinash Pandey told the
media, "All party MLAs and
leaders are here to discuss the

matter. We are continuously

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF FAMILY COURT

NO. 2, PUNE.
Petition A : 41/2022
Exh.NO. : 12
Next Date : 12/09/2022
Mr. Chetan Bhanwarlal Mehta
Versus
Mrs. Manisha @Neha Jain

Mrs. Manisha @ Neha Jain a) R/at:
B-119, 3rd Floor, Pandav Nagar,
Laxmi Nagar, East-Delhi-
110092 Where as the above
named petitioner filed a petition
under Section 13 (1) (ia) of Hindu
Marriage Act, 1955. You are
hereby given notice to appear in
this Family Court. Pune in person
or through your Advocate to file
Vakalatnama before Court. Your
appearance in Court at 11:00 am
on the date 12th Sept 2022 failing
which the petition will be heard in
your absence and determined
exparte.

Given under my hand and seal of
the this Court on 27th July. 2022.

Pune By Order,
Dated: Dy. Registrar,
28/08/2022 Family Court, Pune

deliberating on the matter."
Since Friday, Chief

Minister Soren has convened
three marathon meetings to
decide the future course of ac-
tion.

“The strategy is to wait for
the Governor to release the EC’s
order. We are prepared to deal
with it. However, we still have
to keep an eye on all the MLAs
and we wanted the situation to
calm down. We had a nice
lunch and did a boat ride,” said
aJMM MLA, speaking of the
Khunti trip.

The EC had issued a notice
to Soren in May this year, seek-
ing his response to the com-
plaint that the Chief Minister
had, prima facie, violated
Section 9A  of  the
Representation of People’s Act,
which prohibits elected repre-
sentatives from entering into
any contract with the govern-
ment for “supply of goods” or
“execution of any works under-
taken” by it.

Earlier in the day, BJP
Legislative Party leader Babulal
Marandi took to social media
to say, "Till yesterday the one
who was talking about being
fearless has packed all his be-
longings and moved out of
Ranchi. They have started fear-
ing the palace of lies that they
have built for themselves."

0-airbag rule

can carry up to eight passen-
gers for enhanced safety of oc-
cupants: four for the driver and
passenger in front (one side
and one in front for each); and
two “curtain airbags” that
cover the passengers in the
rear.

Dual airbags (driver and
passenger) became mandatory
on all vehicles this January. A
driver airbag has been compul-
sory for all passenger vehicles
since July 1,2019.

Airbags soften the impact of
collisions by keeping occu-
pants from coming into contact
with the steering wheel, dash-
board, front glass, and other
parts of the automobile.

Maruti Suzuki India, which
makes nearly one in every two
cars sold in the India, and is the
biggest player in the small-car
segment, is learnt to have peti-
tioned the government to re-
consider the proposal. It has
cited its impact on the price-
sensitive entry-level car seg-
ment already facing a sales
slump over the last four years.

This comes after the coun-
try’s second largest carmaker,
Hyundai Motor, decided to pull
the plug on its new Santro in
the wake of declining sales and
the new safety norms. It saw
the changes required to recon-
figure the hatchback for six
airbags as an unviable proposi-
tion.

“It will be a setback to the
sales of small cars. Putting four
extra airbags will entail sub-
stantial costs and could further
impact the small-car market
and could have a fallout on the
employment potential of this
sector,” Maruti  Suzuki
Chairman R C Bhargava told
The Indian Express.

The Ministry, however,
maintains that the industry has
to ensure that cars get safer in
tune with global safety bench-
marks.

Additional airbags have
been proposed in the ‘M1’ cat-
egory of vehicles, with the aim
of minimising the impact of
“frontal and lateral collisions”
to the occupants of both front
and rear compartments.

‘Category M’ covers motor
vehicles with at least four
wheels, used for carrying pas-
sengers. Sub-category ‘M1’ de-
fines “a motor vehicle used for
the carriage of passengers,
comprising not more than
eight seats in addition to the
driver’s seat”. This category ef-
fectively subsumes the bulk of
the passenger vehicles on
India’s roads — from entry-
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level hatchbacks such as the
Suzuki Alto or Hyundai Santro
to multi-utility vehicles such as
the Toyota Innova or Kia
Carnival.

These vehicles are em-
ployed mostly for private use,
alongside some commercial
use by fleet operators.

India’s record on road secu-
rity is among the poorest in the
world, and Indian cars are fa-
mously behind the curve when
it comes to offering safety fea-
tures. This is especially glaring
when comparisons are made
with models offered by manu-
facturers in other global mar-
kets, including those made by
carmakers operating in India.
Companies that sell the same
car model in global markets
choose to cut down on some
key safety features when they
launchin India’s price-sensitive
market.

The problem for small car-
makers is pricing: more airbags
as standard equipment will in-
evitably drive up the cost. A
frontal airbag in an entry-level
car typically costs between Rs
5,000 and Rs 10,000, and side
and curtain airbags could cost
more than double that -- a big
percentage of incremental
costs for cars costing between
Rs 3-7 lakh.

Most carmakers in India
that offer six airbags only do so
in top-end models, and in vari-
ants that cost upward of Rs 10
lakh.

Manufacturers have also
flagged that a number of entry-
level models are specifically
designed for markets such as
India, and that installing addi-
tional airbags will involve con-
siderable re-engineering, in-
cluding making modifications
to the body shell and the inside
compartment.

Then there is the timing.
India’s auto industry is cur-
rently transitioning to stricter
BS-6 emission norms, and im-
plementing the new Corporate
Average Fuel Economy or CAFE
norms, both of which have cost
implications. Manufacturers
basically want to be able to of-
fer cars at the lower end of the
segment with two airbags, and
let customers choose if they
want to pay a premium for a
model with six airbags.

Experts say safety features
such as twin airbags, anti-lock
braking systems and rear
wipers would only add Rs
25,000 to the cost of the car. It
is only because they are not
mandatory that manufacturers
provide these features exclu-
sively in top-end versions of
cars, and bundle them with
other features, thereby making
the vehicle costlier by about Rs
1.20 lakh or more.

In effect, this deprives
Indian car buyers of variants
that have these essential safety
features. Making airbags
mandatory, these experts ar-
gue, would lead to local pro-
duction, bring down cost on ac-
count of higher volumes.

In the United States, front
airbags are required by law in
all cars. But most carmakers of-
fer between six and 10 airbags,
depending on the model.
Almost every new car sold in
Europe is equipped with front
and side airbags. In the EU and
in the United Kingdom, there is
no direct legal requirement for
new cars to feature airbags. But
again, most variants are
equipped with at least four to
six airbags.

According to the latest gov-
ernment data, a total of 1.16
lakh road accidents occurred
on national highways, includ-
ing expressways, in 2020, caus-
ing 47,984 deaths.

Union Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari, in a re-
cent interview to the Indian
Express, flagged safety con-
cerns: “We lose about 150,000
people due to road accidents
and about 60% of those deaths
are in the 18-24 age group,
which is a big loss. If we leave
aside other things, just the loss
to India’s GDP due to these
deaths would be in the range of
3 percentage points.”

India-Pak match

pre-match press conference
would be intense, and some-
times, tense affairs. Captains
would stride in with a sense of
urgency, weighing each ques-
tion and measuring each an-
swer. But Babar was as relaxed
as when he bats in the middle.

As was his Indian counter-
part Rohit Sharma, who too
was probed about the familiar
narrative. “It’s the question that
every India captain has been
asked before every match
against Pakistan for years.
What can I say? Bahar se hype,
andar se sab normal (Hype
from outside, all normal in-
side),” Sharma said.

These are less fractious days
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Eye on the World Cup
as India faces Pakistan

in Asia Cup

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode, we discuss India’s chances
against Pakistan in the Asia Cup match, and
what the team will need to consider if it

hopes to win.

Sharp exchange between Delhi,

Beijing over China ship in Sri Lanka

Chinese embassy’s website
and local news website Sri
Lanka Guardian, had a telling
title: “From One-China
Principle to ‘Yuan Wang
5':Let’s Join Hands and
Resolutely Safeguard Our
Sovereignty, Independence
and Territorial Integrity.”

This spat comes days after
Sri Lanka’s U-turn to allow
Yuan Wang 5, the Chinese
military research and survey
vessel, to dock at its
Hambantota port from August
16 to 22 — despite India’s con-
cerns. Earlier, the vessel was
expected to dock from August
11 to 17,and was deferred due
to protests by India.

Sri Lanka said its decision
to allow the ship factored in
the interests of all parties con-
cerned in line with the “prin-
ciple of sovereign equality of
states”.

In his piece, envoy Qi
wrote: “Looking back at the
great history of the island, Sri
Lanka overcame aggression
from its northern neighbour
17 times, colonization by the
West for 450 years, and an
anti-terrorism war for nearly
3 decades...is now still stand-
ing in the world bravely and
proudly. Any infringement on
the national sovereignty, in-
dependence, and territorial
integrity of Sri Lanka shall not

be tolerated.”

He then went on to link
this to the military vessel.
“Approving a foreign vessel’s
port call at Hambantota or
any other port for replenish-
ment is a decision made by
the Sri Lankan government
completely within its sover-
eignty, not to mention all the
scientific research activities of
‘Yuan Wang 5’ comply with
the international law and
common international prac-
tice. External obstruction
based on so-called 'security
concerns' but without any ev-
idence from certain forces is
de facto a thorough interfer-
ence into Sri Lanka’s sover-
eignty and independence.
Fortunately, with China and
Sri Lanka’s joint efforts, the
incident was resolved prop-
erly, which not only safe-
guards Sri Lanka’s sover-
eignty and independence but
also defends international
fairness and justice once
again,” the Chinese envoy
said.

Seeking to draw a parallel
between Sri Lanka and China
in the wake of US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to
Taiwan, the envoy wrote:
“Just like Sri Lanka, China suf-
fered a hundred years of hu-
miliation from 1840 to 1949.
Because of a similar dark ex-

perience, China has always
been supporting Sri Lanka in
the international fora for pro-
tecting its sovereignty, inde-
pendence, and territorial in-
tegrity. We will continue to do
that. In contrast, some coun-
tries, far or near, always make
various groundless excuses to
bully Sri Lanka and trample
on Sri Lanka’s sovereignty and
independence repeatedly.”

On Saturday night, over a
day after the article, the
Indian High Commission in
Colombo hit back.

“We have noted the re-
marks of the Chinese
Ambassador. His violation of
basic diplomatic etiquette
may be a personal trait or re-
flecting a larger national atti-
tude. His view of Sri Lanka's
northern neighbour may be
coloured by how his own
country behaves. India, we as-
sure him, is very different,”
the Indian High Commission
in Sri Lanka said.

“His imputing a geopoliti-
cal context to the visit of a
purported scientific research
vessel is a giveaway.
Opaqueness and debt driven
agendas are now a major
challenge, especially for
smaller nations. Recent de-
velopments are a caution. Sri
Lanka needs support, not un-
wanted pressure or unneces-

sary controversies to serve
another country’s agenda,”
the Indian High Commission
said.

The Yuan Wang 5 docked
in Hambantota, a strategically
important deep-sea port de-
veloped mostly using loans
from Beijing.

‘Yuan Wang’-class ships
are used to track satellite,
rocket and intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM)
launches. China has around
seven of these tracking ships
that are capable of operating
throughout the Pacific,
Atlantic, and Indian oceans.
The ships supplement
Beijing’s land-based tracking
stations.

New Delhi was concerned
about the possibility of the
ship's tracking systems at-
tempting to snoop on Indian
installations while being on
its way to the Sri Lankan port.
Before Sri Lanka's U-turn,
India had rejected China's "in-
sinuations" that New Delhi
pressured Colombo against
the planned visit by the
Chinese vessel but asserted it
will take decisions based on
its security concerns.

As Sri Lanka battles a se-
vere economic crisis, India
has provided humanitarian
and economic assistance to
the tune of $4 billion.

between the two teams. The
build-up to the India-Pakistan
game, the first after their World
T20 fixture at the same venue,
was one of bonhomie and ca-
maraderie. Babar and Virat
Kohli were spotted exchanging
handshakes and pleasantries
the other day. A few months
ago, Babar had tweeted sup-
port for Kohli who is going
through a particularly lengthy
lean patch.

Fast bowler Shaheen Afridi,
who missed the tournament
due an injury, had greeted
Kolhi and told him: “Aapke liye
dua kar rahe hai wapas form
mein aaye. Dekhna chahte hai
aapko. (I am praying that you
regain your form. [ want to see
you play well).”

Kohli's struggle to make big
runs has been a talking point
before this clash. Kohli also
spoke to the official broad-
caster Star Sports about how
the extended lack of form af-
fected his mental health. “For
the first time in 10 years, I did-
n't touch my bat for a month
(before the Asia Cup).I came to
the realisation that I was trying
to fake my intensity a bit re-
cently,” he said.

At the nets, several Indian
and Pakistan players were seen
and video-graphed chatting
and greeting.

Most players from most
countries share a bond these
days, after the global cricket vil-
lage that the IPL is - but these
are not bonds forged in the IPL,
as Pakistani players are prohib-
ited from playing in the league,
a reminder that geopolitical
tensions are still simmering be-
tween the two countries and
any hopes of them featuring in
afull-fledged series seems dis-
tant.

“We are cricketers, and we
greet and talk to each other, be
it players from Pakistan or
some other country. It is all
normal,” said Sharma.

Babar said the same: “As a
sportsman, you try to meet dif-
ferent players. We have met
everyone, it is normal. You try
and talk to players about
cricket and other things.”

Though the “badla (re-
venge)” for the World Cup de-
feat cropped up, Sharma
played it down: “Of course, that
loss hurts, but it’s not like we

are thinking about it all the
time.”

Even the build-up to this
game was quiet. Just a handful
of supporters turned up for the
nets at the ICC Academy under
the scorching afternoon sun,
though it was a holiday - and
the players unhurriedly
granted their wishes for selfies.
Sharma was even asked what
he felt when a Pakistani child
sought a photograph with him,
and he replied: “Unusual for
you, usual for us.”

There were no banners or
placards or frenzied flag-wav-
ing or shouting names, no
stampede at the turnstile to
catch a glimpse of the crick-
eters, no swarming of the team
buses, or competition between
the fans of both countries to
show who is louder. The few
who had assembled were mer-
rily chatting, not even cricket.

The scene will change on
Sunday - the tickets have been
long sold out, and for those
who did not get one, several
restaurants and shopping malls
have arranged live-streaming
in their premises. The atmos-
phere will be as electrifying as
any India-Pakistan match has
been and perhaps will be. The
rivalry has not lost its edge,
though some of the heat may
have been doused.

It could be because the
match-ups between the coun-
tries come so few and far be-
tween - in the last five years,
they have met just thrice - that
every occasion is something of
a chance of a lifetime, and not
spoiled by scuffles or troubled
history between the countries.

This is a different genera-
tion of players too, few who
want to trade punches in the
middle of a game. You would
not expect someone monkey-
jumping like Javed Miandad in
the 1992 World Cup tie, or
someone like Kiran More giv-
ing back in kind. Or the Aamir
Sohail-Venkatesh  Prasad
episode. Not just that the mod-
ern-day players want to avoid
hefty fines, but they are hard-
wired differently, trained to
think of the game as just a
game.

So is the crowd. You would
not expect players to be pelted
with stones, as they were in
Karachi in 1997, or one lakh

New Delhi

fans evicted from the stands at
the Eden Gardens in 1999 over
an umpiring decision, or fans
staging political protests out-
side the Edgbaston. Such inci-
dents have only added more
heat and fire in the most
heated rivalry in world cricket,
more hues into a colourful ri-
valry, spun myths and folklore,
sunk and risen careers. But per-
haps not this Sunday in Dubai.

Bullet train
implementing agency, the
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited recently.

Acquisition of around 200
hectares in Maharashtra, part
of the total 1396 hectares, in-
cluding in Gujarat and Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, was stalled
under the previous Uddhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena govern-
ment in alliance with the NCP
and the Congress. The Shiv
Sena had also been politically
opposed to the land acquisi-
tion.

Land acquisition of approx-
imately 1000 hectares in
Gujarat, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, is complete. The gov-
ernment has said that of total
land requirement of approxi-
mately 1396 hectares, 1264
hectares have been acquired.

However, land across the
alignment is divided into 7,000
plots, in 195 villages in Gujarat
and 104 villages in
Maharashtra. So for the con-
struction to begin in
Maharashtra, getting physical
possession of all the required
land is crucial to progress.

Key civil works have begun-
- Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw tweeted the picture
of first kilometre of viaduct of
the project constructed in
Gujarat.

The project also recently
floated its civil tender in
Maharashtra which includes
design and construction of
Mumbai’s Bandra Kurla
Complex High Speed Rail
Station. Bids are scheduled to
open on Oct 20, 2022.

Officials said that the state
government’s land acquisition
work has picked up pace on the
ground as well, especially in ar-
eas like Palghar and Dahanu in
coastal Maharashtra, consid-
ered traditional Shiv Sena bas-

tions.

The delay in the land acqui-
sition in Maharashtra coupled
with the pandemic pushed the
overall commissioning date of
the entire project by at least
five years and resulted in cost
overrun. As per the original es-
timate based on 2015 valua-
tion, the total project cost
around Rs 1.10 lakh crore. The
cost, sources said, might have
escalated to around 1.65 lakh
crore.

Parallelly, Railways has also
started working on the feasibil-
ity of the proposed Mumbai-
Nagpur bullet train. The cost of
the 753-km alignment is turn-
ing out to be around Rs 300
crore per km.

Efforts are on to align the
route along the upcoming
Maharashtra ~ Samruddhi
Mahamarg, a greenfield, six-
lane expressway between
Mumbai and Nagpur. This is
one of the seven proposed bul-
let train projects of the future.

Manipur teen

Angom Surjit Meitei, coach at
the Mayai Lambi Sports
Academy, where she first
trained. “She would never miss
a training session and would
also help her family in manag-
ing the fish pond,” he said.

When she was just 11 years
old, Chanambam had to leave
her home to move to Bellary
in Karnataka, after being se-
lected by the Inspire Institute
of Sport (IIS).

“l am very attached to my
father. We cooked meals to-
gether and ate together. When
[ won the sub-junior national
title and IIS coaches told me
about my selection, we both
cried a lot as I had to leave
home,” she recalled.

While she has returned
with a medal from four of her
five international competitions
so far, the gold on Friday was
her biggest achievement. “After
the final, I felt like I had done
something incredible,” she
said, adding that she was now
looking forward to some “me
time”.

“Dancing to hip hop music
and gardening is what [ want to
do during a short break. After
that, it will be back to judo. I
have many more goals to
achieve. This is just the start,”
she said.
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STRUCTURES TO BE TORN DOWN TODAY

Meet the key men tackling the
Supertech twin tower demolition

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NOIDA, AUGUST 27

VETERANS IN the demolition
field have joined hands to bring
down the Supertech twin towers
Sunday. The taskis being carried
out by Edifice Engineering, a
Mumbai-based firm, which has
partnered with South Africa-
based Jet Demolition. The Central
Building Research Institute,
headquartered at Roorkee, has
also played a key role by approv-
ing the demolition preparations.
Alookat the key members at the
helm of the mega project:

JOE BRINKMANN: A trained
mining engi-
neer from the
University of
Missouri-Rolla,

USA (Masters i‘ —:-T;
in  Mining '@‘-
Engineering), g

he specialised
inexplosives and blastingand has
been working with explosives
since the 1980s. He established
Jet Demolition in 1994. In India,
the company completed three
projects at Kochi abouttwoand a
half years ago. It was in charge of
demolishing three buildings
falling under the Maradu
Municipality in January 2020.
On the scale of this demoli-
tion, Brinkmann said it is proba-
bly one of the tallest buildings be-
ing imploded in the world — the
100-metre club as he likes to call
it. On Sunday, around six people
willbe on thessite, he said. “I have
been... been doing demolition
work since 1991... so I can’t tell
you the number of buildings |
have demolished... We've ironed
out and perfected our measures
many years ago. All preparations
have been completed; checks
have been carried out... Allis well
and we will see a good show to-
morrow at 2.30 pm,” he said.

UTKARSH MEHTA: He is a part-
ner at Edifice
Engineering,
which  has
been in the
business of
building and -
concretedem- . o el
olition since
November 2011. Mehta com-
pleted his Bachelor of
Engineering (mechanical) and
wenton to pursue a post-gradu-
ationin Foreign Trade & Diploma
in Marketing Management. He
brings an experience of over 11
yearsin the demolition industry.
On the kind of explosives
used in the charging process, he
said, “The explosives used... are
known as shock tube explosives,
which resemble a plastic tube
containing a powder of sorts.
Roughly 3,700 kg of explosives is
what we expect will be used for
the whole exercise, which will be
placed in 9,640 holes drilled in
the towers.” According to Mehta,
beginning Thursday, a final
round of checks was carried out,
which included checking col-
umn to column and floor to floor
connections of explosives.

MAYUR MEHTA: He is aB.Com
graduate from Mumbai

University and
been working
with Edifice
since the last
10-11 years.
He is project
manager for
the Supertech
project. According to him, this is
different from the demolition of
three buildings in Maradu exe-
cuted by the firm.

“The quantum of drilling, dis-
mantling of internal and external
brickworks, wrapping of build-
ings, the process of charging —
everythingis more than what we
undertookin Kerala. The work we
did there was about 20% of this.In
Maradu, we had to take care that
no debris falls into nearby water
bodies. But this area is resident-
heavy, which was not the case
there. The Aster-2 tower of neigh-
bouring Emerald Court is only 9
m away. The height of the towers
is also a factor — in Kerala, the
tallest building was 65 metres;
here it's 100 metres,” he said.

CHETAN DUTTA: He hasbeenin
the blasting
field for 20
years. A com-
merce gradu-
ate, Dutta be-
ganstudyingto
becomeachar-
tered account-
antbutleftitmidway and gotinto
the business of trading explosives.
He worked as a blasting helperin
Khanak Stone Mines in Bhiwani,
Haryana, before he acquired a cer-
tificate of competency (as a
blaster) from the Directorate
General Mining Safety in 2012 af-
ter sitting for an exam. “Edifice
Engineering contacted me in
March. In July, Mr Utkarsh Mehta
told me to get ready, and I sent 10
of my men to the demolition site
for charging the towers. Once the
SC gave clearance in August, my
boys began charging the building
with explosives,” Dutta said. He
runs a company called Chetan
Enterprises and has carried out
blasting exercises at Mount Abu,
Panipatand Uttarakhand. “Thisis
a very prestigious project for me
asit will create history...” he said.

DR D P KANUNGO: With an
M.Tech and
PhD degrees
(engineering-
geologist) from
[IT-Roorkee,
Kanungo has
been serving
on the council of CSIR-CBRI since
1994. He holds the position of a
chief scientist at CBRI and has
been entrusted to lead his team
inthe demolition exercise. “Alot
of details will be monitored —
structure of towers, vibration
generated from the blast, effect
of vibration on neighbouring so-
cieties. This datais extremely im-
portant for the scientific commu-
nity to conduct further research.
We have deployed instrumenta-
tion monitoring equipment
worthRs 2 crore,and will be visu-
ally capturing the entire event.
We have also placed 10 black
boxes,5in Apex and 5 in Ceyane,
to analyse data on velocity and
acceleration, rotation and fall of
the blast.”

@ Road closure
- Traffic diversion
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In society next to towers,

flurry of last-min activity

MALAVIKA PRASAD
NOIDA, AUGUST 27

WITH ONE day to go for the
demolition of Supertech twin
towers, Emerald Court, the resi-
dential society neighbouring the
site, saw a flurry of activity early
Saturday, with visits by Noida
Authority officials, BJP MLA from
Noida Pankaj Singh, as well as
with deployment of fire tenders,
ambulances and water tankers
near the society.

The society premises in front
of the clubhouse was covered
with plastic sheets to ward off
dust and debris and residents
were making plans to leave the
premises before the demolition
on Sunday. Naresh and Mamta
Aggarwal, residents of Aspire
tower, said, “There’s been a lot of
activity around the towers since
the past 10-12 years. We have
emptied our balconies, covered
our ACs, sofas. We will leave to-
morrow morning and stay at
Parsvnath Prestige. We are con-
fident about the exercise.”

The area saw deployment of
three-four ambulances, two fire
tenders and several personnel
from the fire department. The
Chief Fire Officer briefed person-
nel about the precautions to be
undertaken.

BJP MLA Singh, meanwhile,
had a meeting with residents
and RWAs alongside Noida
Authority officials. He said:
“Residents have been assured
that all safety precautions have
been taken and equipment has
been placed in the vicinity to
check the AQI, along with anti-
smoke guns and sprinklers.”

Part of Noida-Gr Noida e-way

caves in during underpass work

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, AUGUST 27

APORTION of the road onan un-
der-construction underpass at
Noida-Greater Noida express-
way near Sector 96 caved in
Friday evening while construc-
tion work was on. Repairs have
been completed, said Noida au-
thority officials present at the
spot, adding the traffic move-
ment is underway.

“We had already barricaded
the portion of the road (one lane)
and there was no movement of
traffic,” said a senior official of
Noida Authority.

“The traffic had been di-
verted already from that lane.
Construction and repair work
was undergoing through box-
pushing method during which
some portion of the road which
was already barricaded caved in.
However, as of Friday evening,

QAT o

Concrete boxes being pushed under the road

we have filled that portion of the
road and movement of traffic is
underway,” he added.

The incident happened
when the concrete box, which
comprises the underway,
reached that part of the road.
On-site workers said the process
of pushing these boxes under-
ground naturally causes undula-
tions in the road, which are con-

stantly under maintenance.
Workers at the site said one
lane on the expressway is usu-
ally kept closed for work. The
lane where the crack appeared
was closed for eight days as un-
dulations are expected, they said,
adding that construction work
has been paused till the demoli-
tion of Supertech twin towers
Sunday to allow traffic through.
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Dust-control measures at Emerald Court; trenches being
dug up around the towers. Gajendra Yadav/Malavika Prasad

Around mid-afternoon, a
‘task force’ comprising seven res-
idents from Emerald Court
started the exercise of evacuat-
ing residents. Gaurav Mehrotra,
aresident and safety in-charge
atthe society, said, “We will also
ensure residents enter the prem-
ises only when it is considered
safe. We will check for any flying
debris, loose columns before res-
idents are asked to enter. We will
return at 3.15 pm tomorrow, 45
minutes after the demolition,
and start our checks. As of now
we are trying to evacuate
women with children as well as
residents who have difficulty in
moving themselves.”

Pradeep Singh, who works in
the service department of a
German company located in
Sector 63 and lives in tower
Bluestone-1 with his wife
Amrita, who works with TCS,
and two kids, said they will leave
for their relatives' place in Noida
and will not be back for two days.
"We have been a little anxious
since May," he said.

Joe Brinkmann, MD of Jet
Demolition, said after complet-
ing around of checks at the tow-
ers: "All the plans are laid and all
is well. Lots of agencies are in-
volved and everyone has partic-
ipated and contributed, and we
will be following the plans to-
morrow. The only thing that may
delay the demolitionisif people
are found in the exclusion zone;
otherwise, there should be no
delay. The dust emanating from
the demolition will settle on the
ground. The main constituent of
the dust is calcium whichisanu-
trient for plants; therefore, there
won't be any hazardous effect of
the dust. The time taken for the
dust to settle down will depend
on the intensity of the wind."

Brinkmann added that
Ceyane will be detonated first -
around .15 seconds before Apex,
which will be a barely noticeable
gap. He said that these are prob-
ably one of the tallest buildings
imploded in the world. On the
day of the demolition, six people
will be on the site, he said.

‘Gawaar logon ki party’:
Sisodia’s fresh attack on BJP’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

THE BHARATIYA Janata Party is
“aparty of illiterates (gawaar lo-
gon ki party)” and they want to
keep the entire country illiter-
ate, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said at a press
conference on Saturday. This
comes a day after L-G V K
Saxena sought a report from the
Chief Secretary over a delay
by the Vigilance Department
in acting on an inquiry report
by the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) on construc-
tion of additional classrooms in
Delhi government schools.

“I have heard that the BJP
has dropped the matter of alco-
hol and turned to the matter of
schools. They got the CBI to raid
the CM’s office, four years ago
they got the CBI to raid my
house. Then they filed bogus
FIRs against 40 MLAs. Nothing
came of all this. Then they did
the drama over liquor. They
have realised that nothing is go-
ing to come out of that. So, from
yesterday onwards, they have
started making up a new story;,

Sisodia at a press conference
Saturday. Prem Nath Pandey

that there was a scam involved
in the making of schools,” he
said.

The country knows that ex-
cellent schools were made in
Delhi, Sisodia said. “Delhi's gov-
ernment schools are more excel-
lent than even some private
schools. Now, it is their conspir-
acy that they want to shut down
Delhi's schools. They are not able
to digest the fact that Delhi’s
schools are excellent,” he added.

“Yeh anpadh aur gawaar lo-
gon ki party hai aur yeh poore
desh ko anpadh aur gawaar
rakhna chahti hai (This is a party
of illiterates and they want to

keep the entire country illiter-
ate),” Sisodia said.

“You want to check about
corruption in schools? Check.
Also check why government
schools are shutting in the coun-
try ever since your party came to
power? From 2014 onwards,
government schools have been
shutting down in the country.
From 2015 to 2021, 72,747 gov-
ernment schools have been shut
down in the country. They want
the country to depend on private
schools... private schools that
only 20% of children can afford.
Wherever government schools
are shutting, private schools are
opening up and these private
schools are being opened by
their own netas. This is their
school model,” Sisodia said.

“I am very proud that after
2015, 700 new school buildings
were made in Delhi. These are
better than private school build-
ings. They have a problem with
this... that we spent money on
this. Yes, we spent money on
this. This is the country’s chil-
dren, and it is the government’s
responsibility to spend money
on the education of children,”
Sisodia added.

Kejriwal signature missing, L-G
sends 47 files back to

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

DAYS AFTER Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
wrote to Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal over the absence of his
signature on important files, the
L-G secretariat has returned 47
files that were not personally
signed by the CM.

According to officials, files
that were sent back were related
to the education departmentand
Wagf Board, among others, and
were signed by the staff of the
Chief Minister's Office (CMO).

In a letter to Kejriwal earlier
this week, Saxena wrote: “It has
been observed that in recent
months, a significant number of
proposals, as a matter of routine,
have been submitted by your of-
fice for my approval or for my
opinion... by your Jt Secretary or
Additional Secretary, with the re-
marks, ‘Hon’ble CM has seen and
approved the proposal’, without
specifying any grounds of ur-
gency warranting such a com-
munication.” Saxena also said it
should be ensured that the pro-
posals are duly signed by the CM
in the interest of smooth and ef-
fective governance.

Officials in the L-G office
maintain thatall files sent to the

L-GvsCM
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EXPLAINE

IN A letter earlier this week
to Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, L-G VK Saxena said
he had observed that a “sig-
nificant” number of propos-
als from the CM’s office for
approval or opinion come to
him, which are not signed by
him and instead say,
“Hon’ble CM has seen and
approved the proposal”. He
said it should be ensured
that proposals are duly
signed by the CM. Delhi gov-
ernment officials, however,
hitback and said the L-G was
“acting like a headmaster of
a primary school, unfit for
the post he is holding”.

L-G through the CMO have to be
duly signed by the CM as these
files, apart from being related to
administration and governance
of the city, also include ex-
tremely “sensitive matters”.
“However, even after this letter,
the CM/CMO has continued to
send files not signed by the CM,"
they said.

Delhi government officials
said the L-G was “acting like a

CM oftice

headmaster of a primary school,
unfit for the post he is holding”.

Another senior government
official explained: “In every gov-
ernment, there is a hierarchy
which has to be followed, and no
file froma department can go di-
rectly to the L-G. In Delhi, the CM
is the Cabinet head, so any deci-
sion or project by departments
or the government goes to the
Cabinet for final approval and
thenthefileissenttoL-Gasheis
the top official.”

In other states, the CM is the
head of government, so files
don't have to go through the L-
G, said officials.

Further, officials said that it
is alaid-down procedure being
followed for years. “In the past,
from 1993 to 2013, all such files
sent to the L-G were duly
signed by CMs,” said L-G House
officials.

Saxena, in his letter, also
pointed out: “The Manual of
Office Procedure, 2022, which
provides that in rare and urgent
cases when the Minister is on
tour, is sick and his/her approval
has tobe taken on telephone, the
decision of the minister shall be
conveyed by his/her Private
Secretary in writing. In such
cases, confirmation shall be ob-
tained on file when the Minister
returns to headquarters/rejoins.”
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Web.: www.sanjayghodawatuniversity.ac.in

Ph.D. Research Fellowships Applications

Details:

good academic record.

a. Sanjay Ghodawat University invites applications for Industry
sponsored Ph.D. research fellowships in the areas of Environmental
Sciences / Social and Society. These fellowships will be sponsored
by Ghodawat Consumer Limited.

= Fellowship: Rs. 25,000 per month for 3 years.
= Minimum qualification Ph.D. in Environmental Sciences:
M.Sc. / M.Tech. Environmental Science & related areas with

= Minimum qualification for Ph.D. in Social and Society:

MBA (HR) with good academic records.
b. Sanjay Ghodawat University research fellowships for students

pursuing Ph.D. in all programs.

= Fellowship: Rs. 10,000 per month for 3 years.

= Minimum qualification: M.Tech. / M.Sc. / MBA/ M.Pharm. /
M.A. with good academic records.

Interested candidates apply using link
https://forms.gle/7jCJkzGSbmgi7B1U6

Apply before 15" September, 2022

For any queries write to
dean.research@sanjayghodawatuniversity.ac.in

>\ KIDWAI MEMORIAL INSTITUTE OF ONCOLOGY
(Govt. of Karnataka Autonomous Institute)
Dr. M.H. Marigowda Road, Bangalore-560 029
Regional Centre for Cancer Research & Treatment
(Govt. of Karnataka Autonomous Institute)

No. KMIO/AC/Fellowship/1105/2022 Date: 26-08-2022
ADMISSION NOTIFICATION

Applications are invited from eligible candidates in prescribed format for the following
Fellowship Programmes for academic year 2022-23 at Kidwai Memorial Institute of
Oncology, Bangalore, affiliated to Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Sciences, Bangalore,

Instruction:

the stipend received.

written test.

For further details contact:

Karnataka.
SI. A T-{F . No. of
No. Course Eligibility Duration Seats
1. |Head & Neck Cancer Surgery MS/DNB(General Surgery), |18 Months| 4
MS/DNB(ENT)
Date of written test and interview 30/08/2022

Preference will be given to sponsored candidates from the institutes affiliated to RGUHS.

1. Application form can be downloaded from official website: kmio.karnataka.gov.in

2. Applicant should pay Rs. 4000/- (non-refundable) per application by NEFT/RTGS to
CANARA BANK, saving account No. 8409101104566, Kidwai Memorial Institute of
Oncology Branch, Bengaluru. IFSC code: CNRB0008409.

3. The Scanned (PDF Format) filled in application and relevant attested photocopy
along with UTR/Transaction No. for payment of application fee should be sent by email to
kmio.fellowship2022@gmail.com with subject mentioned as “Application for
Fellowship Programme 2022” before 3 pm 29/08/2022.

4. Stipend will be paid for non sponsored candidates Rs. 60,000/- per month .

5. Course fee 1,50,000/- (for 18 months)Non refundable. Full course fee to be paid completely
at the time of admission. In case of discontinuation of the course, candidate has to repay

6. Written test will be conducted , atinstitute auditorium, at 10:00 a.m. on 30/08/2022.

7. Based on the marks secured in written test, candidates will be called for interview on same
day atDirector's chamber.

8. Candidates should bring relevant original documents for verifications before appearing for

9. Selected candidate has to finish admission process by 30/08/2022 before 4:00 p.m., and
academic year starts from 01/09/2022.

10. Decision of the selection committee in the matter of selection is final.
11. Candidates are instructed not to over crowd the venue at the entry & exit area.

12.Due to COVID 19 pandemic, prevailing guide lines led by Govt. of Karnataka and Local
administration should be followed strictly.

Academic Cell: Ph. 080-66697999 E xtn: 7301 Email: kmio.fellowship2022@gmail.com
DIPR/CP/AAPL/RO1989/22-23
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After spike in
first half of
August, Covid
cases decline

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

AFTER A sudden spike in the
number of fresh Covid-19 cases
in Delhi in the first half of August,
cases have declined now.
Doctors said the number of hos-
pitalisations has reduced to 50%
in the last five days.

As per the health bulletin is-
sued on Friday, Delhi recorded
620 Covid-19 cases with a re-
duced positivity rate of 3.74%,
while two people succumbed to
the disease in the last 24 hours.

According to DrSuresh Kumar;,
director of Lok Nayak Hospital, the
nodal hospital for Covid cases, the
number of patients hospitalised
has reduced by 50%in the last five
days. “Earlier we were having 20
plus admissions daily, now we
have only 7-8 admissions per
day,” he added.

Dr Kumar said the numbers
are expected to decline and since
people have started taking pre-
cautions and vaccines, it will re-
duce further.

ADDITION OF RADIOLOGIST, MORE REGISTRATION CENTRES

After woman delivered baby outside,
Safdarjung hospital plans changes

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

AFTER A woman delivered a
child outside the Emergency
ward of Safdarjung Hospital —a
few feet from a garbage bin — in
July, the administration has pro-
posed some changes to make life
easier for patients — including
the addition of a separate radiol-
ogist in the gynaecology depart-
ment to 40 more registration
centres on campus.

Medical Superintendent Dr B
LSherwal told The Indian Express
that considering the patient flow
and to manage the crowd, more
registration centres are required:
“Currently, we have 24 registra-
tion centres and 40 more will be
added. The number of patients
is increasing for which we need
more registration centres.”

He added that they are trying
to accommodate more beds in

Work on Ashram
flyover extension to
be finished by Nov

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

WORKON the 1.42-km-long ex-
tension of the Ashram flyover to
the Delhi-Noida-Direct (DND)
Flyway will be completed by
November. The six-lane-flyover
will ease the commute between
Delhi and Noida and decongest
the Ashram intersection which
faces major traffic jams.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, who conducted
aninspection of the site Saturday,
instructed engineers toinstall ad-
ditional cranes at the site to in-
crease the speed of work, accord-
ingtoa communication fromthe
Deputy CM’s office.

The flyover has a three-lane
ramp from South Delhi to Sarai

Kale Khan, and a three-lane ramp
from ITO and Sarai Kale Khan to
South Delhi. Once ready, it will al-
low commuters a signal-free
route from Ashram Chowk- DND.

While pillars for the flyover
have been erected, cranes are be-
ing used to install a total of 146
girders, of which 56 have been
placed so far. Engineers at the site
told the Deputy CM that in-
stalling the girders had turned
into a challenge since the large
cranes required to place them
need alot of space and can func-
tiononly when the road is closed.
Traffic during the day means that
construction can proceed only
from midnight to 5 am.

Work on the Rs 128.25 crore
extension faced delays due tothe
Covid-induced lockdown and
has missed deadlines.

the wards of the gynaecology
department and security of the
area has beenincreased to man-
age patients coming for deliver-
iesand treatment.

OnJuly 19,a woman had de-
livered her baby on the floor out-
side the emergency department
of the hospital, almost 15 hours
after she reached the hospital to
get herself admitted. The family
had alleged she was forced to de-
liver outside as the hospital kept
postponing her admission and
did not act in time.

Post the incident, the Centre
transferred Dr S V Arya and ap-
pointed Dr Sherwal as the new
medical superintendent.

“Whatever happened was
unfortunate but it can happen
anywhere with such amajor pa-
tient inflow and our hospital’s no
refusal policy. However, we are
learning from the incident,” said
Dr Sherwal.

Safdarjung Hospital's obstet-

1

Medical Superintendent
DrBLSherwal

rics and gynaecology depart-
ments is one of the busiestin the
city and sees around 100 deliver-
ies per day. It accounts for nearly
10% of the total births in the na-
tional capital. Of the total deliv-
eries, around 20-30 are done sur-
gically through a caesarean
section. The hospital has nearly
300beds, including ICU and high
dependence unit beds, under the
obstetrics and gynaecology de-

partment. The beds are utilised
notonly by pregnant women, but
women with other gynaecologi-
cal issues such as cancer or
anaemia. It is acommon sight to
see three-four women sharing
beds at Safdarjung hospital.

Onthe reconstructionand re-
development of the gynaecology
department, the medical super-
intendent said it’s a long-term
project and he wants to focus on
what can be done immediately
with limited resources.

Other projects

Dr Sherwal said the hospital
will soon have private wards like
other central government-run
hospitals, with nominal Central
Government Health Scheme
(CGHS) rates. “We are planning
to launch the wards in October
and it will be a 20-bed one. We
willincrease the capacity as and
when required,” he added.

CT scan machinesin the hos-

pital stop working on a regular
basis due to an excessive patient
load, and to tackle this, the ad-
ministration has placed the re-
quest for three more machines,
which will be acquired in the
next six months. More than 150
CT scans are done on one ma-
chine in the hospital per day.

Dr Sherwal added that two
more laparoscopic machines
have been acquired.

There will also be a facility of
screening OPDs where patients
will arrive before being sent to
the respective departments for
treatment and check-ups. “This
service has been started at the
paediatrics and medicine de-
partment for now,” he added.

Dr Sherwal said the hospital
intends to reduce the wait list for
operation theatres, whichis more
than sixmonths. “We've prepared
ateam, which is working to start
with facilities of extra OTs to re-
duce the wait list,” he said.

Protest at Jantar Mantar against release of
Bilkis convicts; ex-bureaucrats write to SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

PROTESTING AGAINST the re-
lease of the 11 convicts in the
Bilkis Bano gangrape case, stu-
dent and women'’s groups gath-
ered at Jantar Mantar Saturday in
a gesture of solidarity.

At the protest were
ex-MP and actor Shabana Azmi,
All India Progressive Women'’s
Association secretary Kavita
Krishnan and scientist-film-
maker Gauhar Raza.

The All India Students’
Association, also part of the
protest, called the release of the
convicts a “slap on the constitu-
tional and secular fabric of the
country”.

Protesters raised slogans and
held up placards thatread ‘rapists
released = justice revoked’. The
protesters also accompanied

Shabana Azmi at Saturday’s
protest. P

Razainarendition of ‘Chand Roz
Aur’ by poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz.

Krishnan said the accused
“have been given a reward, nota
remission”. “For doing this, they
were garlanded and sweets were
distributed,” she said.

Azmi said, “How has this hap-
pened? How did the Gujarat gov-
ernment give this order? We

want to know this... as women
and as Indians, we have to show
that this cannot be tolerated.”

Delhi AISA secretary Neha
said, “Normally we don’t give no-
tice for protests in Jantar Mantar.
This time, we did a day before
and were denied permission. So
we delayed the event by a week
and gave six days’ notice to police
about the event.”

Meanwhile, in an open letter
to the Chief Justice of India,
134 retired bureaucrats have
urged the Supreme Court to
“rectify” this “horrendously
wrong decision”.

“The case was a rare one be-
cause not only were the rapists
and murderers punished, but so,
too, were the policemen and doc-
tors who tried to tamper with
and erase evidence to protect the
accused and cover up the crime,”
they wrote.

The group comprises former

Porel &b Canara Bank<Q

HRA PR DT SUshA

A Government of India Undertaking

Recovery & Legal Section, Circle Office, 3rd Floor, Luv-Kush Tower, Exhibition Road, Patna-800001
PH: 0612-2320180: Email: npacopat@canarabank.com

PROPERTY FOR E - AUCTION NOTICE

E-AUCTION Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read
with provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/
hypothecated/Pledged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Canara Bank will be sold on "As is
whereis", "As is whatis" and "Whatever there is" on 29.09.2022. Details are as under:

Name/Address . Reserve Price
~r-| " Contact No. Guaname of Ac! Outstanding Details of Properties JEMD/Bid

© of the Branch CETEDLEI AL T 0 R Multiplier Amt.

1 Munger-Il Gopal Krishna Pandit, S/o Late Radha| ¥ 17,10,058.33/- |Immovable:- All the part and parcel of the property consisting in the name of| ¥ 14,26,400/-
Branch, Krishna Pandit, Dalhatta Kumhar Tola, Po-|as on 24.08.2022 | Gopal Krishna Pandit and Manoj Kumar, Tauzi No.-1338, Jamabandi No.-| EMD-? 1,42,640/-

1st Floor, Ashok |Basdeopur, Distt- Munger, Bihar, Guarantor: |+ Interest & Other| 1252, Khata No. 108(old)/707(new), Khashra No.- 139(K,KH,154 K,KH,G), 10,000/-
Astambh (1) Premlata Devi W/o Radha Krishna Pandit,| Cost thereon |Area - 1.52 Decimal, Bounded By: North: Road, South: Radhey Sah, East: Alc. No.
%hOkahﬁarwam Dalhatta Kumhar Tola, Post. Basdeopur, Kailash Pandit, West: Indu Devi. 209272434
B"’i'ﬁgp_ 81“1”29031“ Distt.- Munger, Bihar, (2) Manoj Kumar S/o IFSC Code-
) Late Radha Krishna Pandit, Dalhatta Kumhar CNRB0008362
Mok a4 |Tola, Po-Basdeopur, Distt.-Munger-811201
8102915981 : pur, Distt.-Munger :
2 Munger-II Md Tarique Anwar S/o. Late Md ilham, Vill -| ¥ 39,65,518.55/- |Immovable:- Sale Deed No. 2776 Dated 13.07.2001:- All the part and parcel| ¥ 29,05,000/-
Branch, Chakasim, PO - Benegir, Distt - Munger, Pin -| as on 24.08.2022 | of the property measuring 02 Kattha 10 Dhur covered under Khata No. 09, | EMD- % 2,90,500/-
1st Floor, Ashok |811201. + Interest & Other | Khesra No. 34, Jamabandi No. 01(Old)/95(New), Tauzi No.- 3311, Thana No.- 10,000/-
Astambh Co-Borrower: ShahinPravinW/oMdTarique| Cost thereon |172, situated at Mauza: Sirmatpur, P.S: Mufassil, Sub Registrar & District: Alc. No.
Chowk, Sarwam|Anwar, Vill - Chakasim, PO - Benegir, Distt - Munger, Bihar in the name of Md. Tarique Anwar S/o Late Mohd. llham, 209272434
Bazar, Munger, |Munger, Pin-811201. Boundary: North: Nij, South: Hal Kharidar Nagma Sarmadi & Nij, East: Lakha IFSC Code-
Bihar- 811201 |Guarantor: Ganesh Podder S/o. Late Shiv Tanti & Sant Lal Tanti, West: Rasta Kacchi 9 Ft. CNRB0008362
Mob.: Shankar Podder Basdeopur, Near ITC Park,
8102915981 |Distt-Munger, Pin-811201.
3 Munger M/s Satyawati and Sons, Prop. Alok Kumar| ¥ 44,30,820.72/- |Immovable:-Sale Deed No. 1422 Dated 29.05.2018 (Total Area 10.82 dec.=| < 72,61,900/-
Branch, Jha, S/o Late Satya Narayan Jha, At-|ason 24.08.2022 |4714.125 Sq.Ft.):- (1) All the part and parcel of land measuring 3.27 Dec.=| EMD- ¥ 7,26,190/-
1st Floor, Raja |Shankarpur, In Front of Durga Mandir,|+ Interest & Other | 1425.125 Sq.Ft. covered under Khata No. 34, Khesra No. 393, Touzi No. 3850, 10,000/-
Shivnandan |Munger, Bihar-811201 & G-C, Rana Tower,| Cost thereon Jamabandi No. 374, Thana No.-146, Mauza: Shankarpur, Anchal: Sadar, Alc. No.
Palace, Bari |Near Head Post Office, Bhagalpur, Bihar- Thana: Mufassil, District: Munger, Bihar-811201, Boundary: North: Road, 209272434
Bazar, Munger, |812001. Guarantor: Minu Jha W/o Alok South: Pashupati Jha, East: 3' wide gali, West: Pashupati Jha. (2) All the part IFSC Code-
Bihar- 811201 |Kumar Jha, At- Shankarpur, In Front of Durga and parcel of land measuring 7.55 Dec.= 3289 Sq.Ft. covered under Khata No.| CNRB0008362
Mob.: Mandir, Munger, Bihar-811201. 34, Khesra No. 393, Touzi No. 3850, Jamabandi No. 374, Thana No.-146,
8210998596 Mauza: Shankarpur, Anchal: Sadar, Thana: Mufassil, District: Munger, Bihar-
811201, Boundary: North: Prince Yadav, Adhik Yadav, Garib Yadav, South:
Onkar Nath Jha, East: 7' wide gali, West: 2' wide pagdandi.
4 Genrabari |M/s Utsav Trading, Proprietor- Archana| X 48,64,974.29/- |Immovable:- (1) SRM Deed No. 6641 Dated 24.07.2020:- All that part and| ¥ 31,06,000/-
Branch, Bharti, W/o Praween Kumar Mehta, At- Koshi| as on 24.08.2022 | parcel of land measuring 21 Decimal covered under Khata No. 42, Survey No.|EMD- ¥ 3,10,600/-
Prithvi Market, |Colony & Mubarak Tola, Korha, PO- Korha, |+ Interest & Other |86, situated At Mohalla/Village: Jurabganj Genrabari, Mouza: Jurabganj 10,000/-
Genrabari PS- Korha, District- Katihar, Bihar-854108.| Cost thereon Genrabari, Thana: Korha, Thana No.-115, Taluk: Korha, District: Katihar in the Alc. No.
Bazar Korha, |Guarantor: Praween Kumar Mehta, S/o Ram name of Praween Kumar Mehta S/o Ram Balak Das, Boundary: North: Rishav, 209272434
PO- Genrabari, |Balak Das, At- 35, Koshi Colony, Near BSNL South: Pakki Road, East: Pakki Road, West: Barandi River. (2) SRM Deed No. IFSC Code-
Bihar- 854108 |Tower, PO- Korha, PS- Korha, District- 18311 For HL, Dated 15.11.2018:- All that part and parcel of land measuring| CNRB0008362
Mob.: Katihar, Bihar-854108. 12 Decimal covered under Khata No. 42, Survey No. 86, situated At Mohalla/
8210998596 Village: Jurabganj Genrabari, Mouza: Jurabganj Genrabari, Thana: Korha, Thana No.-115, Taluk: Korha, District: Katihar in the name of Praween
Kumar Mehta S/o Ram Balak Das, Boundary: North: Koshi Colony, South: ljmal Rasta, East: Pawan Kumar Mehta etc, West: Rishav.
5 Purnea, M/s Sri Laxmi Trading, Prop- Usha Devi, W/o| * 52,17,340/- |Immovable:- (1) Sale Deed No. 1102 Dated 18.01.2002:- All that part and| < 34,31,500/-
Gulabbagh |Dilip Kumar Jayswal, Bageshwari Sthan,|as on 24.08.2022 |parcel of a land measuring 1 kattha= 02 Decimal 01 kari covered under Ward | EMD- ¥ 3,43,150/-
Branch, Gulabbagh Hansda, Purnea, Bihar. + Interest & Other|No. 21(old)/28(new), Khata No. 70, Khesra No. 1337,1338,1339, Thana No. 10,000/-
1st Floor, Cost thereon | 100/1, Touzi No. 8/5 situated at Mouza: Abdulla Nagar, Pargana: Haveli, P.S+ Alc. No.
Hansda Road, [g; Registry+Dist.: Purnea, Bihar, in the name of Usha Devi W/o Dilip Kumar Jayswal, Boundary: North: Verma Cell, South: Shaligram Singh, | ~ 209272434
g‘zge\;f‘" East: Smt. Devki Choudhary W/o Bhim Pd. Choudhary, West: Usha Devi Kharidarya Hamroja. (2) Sale Deed No. 1103 Dated 18.01.2002:-Allthat| IFSC Code-
Gulabbaéh part and parcel of a land measuring 1 kattha= 02 Decimal 01 kari covered under Ward No. 21(old)/28(new), Khata No. 70, Khesra No.| CNRB0008362
Bihar- 8543é6 1337,1338,1339, Thana No. 100/1, Touzi No. 8/5 situated at Mouza: Abdulla Nagar, Pargana: Haveli, P.S+ Sub Registry+Dist.: Purnea, Bihar, in
Mob.: the name of Usha Deyi W/o Dilip Kl_.lmar Jayswal, Boundary: North: Verma Cell, South: Shaligram Singh, East: Usha Devi Kharidarya Hamroja,
8210998598 West: Usha Devi Kharidarya Hamroja.

6 Begusarai |M/s Ragni Egg Fresh, Prop.- Ragni Kumari,| < 63,62,880/- |Immovable:-(1) Deed No.14962:-All that part and parcel of property bearing Property 1
Harrakh W/o Madhav Kumar, Pahsara Ward No. 16,|as on 24.08.2022 |Khata No. 535, Khesra No. 1582, measuring 17k 9 dhur, Thana No. 210, Touzi| ¥ 61,42,500/-
Branch, Nowkothi, Begusarai, Pin- 851127.|+ Interest & Other |No. 5912, Mouza: Ibrahimpur, Vill: Pahsara, P.S: Manjhaul, Dist.: in the name | EMD- ¥ 6,14,250/-

PowerHouse |Guarantor: (1) Ashok Kumar Singh, S/o| Costthereon |of Ashok Kumar Singh and Kishor Kumar Singh, Boundary: North: Mokir, 10,000/-
Chowk,Param |Baldeo Pd Singh, Vill- Pahsara, Dist.- South: Hito Rai, East: Ramautar Singh, West: Bhukhal Devi. (2) All that part Property 2
Shauray Begusarai, Pin-851127, (2) Kishor Kumar and parcel of property bearing Mouja: Dafarpur, Thana No. 210, Touzi No.| ¥ 58,01,500/-
Complex,NH- |Singh, S/o Baldeo Pd Singh, Vill- Pahsara, 1077, Khata No. 283, Khesra No. 1528, Area: 6K 11 dhur, Vill: Pahsara, P.S:|EMD- % 5,80,150/-
31,Begusarai, |Dist.-Begusarai, Pin-851127. Manjhaul, Dist.: in the name of Ashok Kumar Singh and Kishor Kumar Singh, 10,000/-
Bihar-851101 Boundary: North: Khelo Singh, South: Jamun Singh, East: Ramswarup Singh, West: Nij Daya Rani. (3) Deed No. 6070:- All that part and parcel of Alc. No.
Mob.: property bearing Mouja: Pahsara, Thana No. 210, Touzi No. 1077, Khata No. 209, Khesra No. 1527 & 1524, Area: 8K 3 dhur, Vill: Pahsara, P.S: 209272434
8210998583 Manijhaul, Dist.: in the name of Ashok Kumar Singh and Kishor Kumar Singh, Boundary: North: Dorik Singh, South: Mokir Alesh, East: Sukhdeo IFSC Code-
Sah, West: Mokialeh. (4) Deed No. 7381:-All that part and parcel of property bearing Mouja: Pahsara, Thana No. 355, Touzi No. 603, Khata No.| CNRB0008362
119, Khesra No. 1351, Area: 13 dhur 10 dhurki, Vill: Pahsara, P.S: Manjhaul, Dist.: in the name of Madav Kumar Singh, S/o Ashok Kumar Singh,
Boundary: North: Khesra No. 1353, South: Nij Mokir, East: Kachhi Rasta 12 Ft, West: Ramchander Singh.
Last Date of EMD 26.09.2022, 4.00 PM. For Detailed Terms and Conditions of the Sale, Please refer to the link provided in www.canarabank.com
Date: 26.08.2022 Authorized Officer
Place: Patna Canara Bank

Union Secretaries, DGPs,ambas-
sadors, Chief Secretaries, and
judges. Among them are former
Home Secretary G KPillai, former
Foreign Secretary and NSA
Shivshankar Menon, former
Chief Information Commissioner
Wajahat Habibullah, former
Cabinet Secretary K M
Chandrasekhar, former External
Affairs Secretary and former High
Commissioner to the UK
Nareshwar Dayal.

Pillai told The Sunday Express:
“While the Supreme Court has
since taken cognizance of the is-
sue, we are concerned at this
travesty of justice.”

Habibullah said: “For this
to have happened on
Independence Day. You release
those who have been convicted
of rape and murder — not ac-
cused, but convicted... is that a
way to celebrate India’s free-
dom?”

Kejriwal inaugurates
Armed Forces prep
school, welcomes

Ist batch of students

Kejriwal inaugurates the Shaheed Bhagat Singh Armed
Forces Preparatory School. Deputy CM Sisodia and Transport
minster Gahlot attended the event as well.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
Saturday inaugurated the
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Armed
Forces Preparatory School at
Jharoda Kalan in Najafgarh.

The admission to the first
batch witnessed around 18,000
applicants out of which 100 stu-
dents have been selected.
Notably, this is the first fully res-
idential school of the state gov-
ernment.

Addressing the cadets,
Kejriwal said that the school has
been built within a year. “We did
not have a formal system
through which children would
prepare for Armed forces and
that is when we decided that
Delhi should have one such
school.”

“Psychometric tests, mock
drills, and personality develop-
ment workshops will be con-
ducted in the school to prepare
children for the Armed forces in-
cluding the NDA and the Naval
Academy,” the chief minister
said, adding that retired service
officers from the forces will be
invited to coach students.

The event was attended by
Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister Manish

Sisodia and Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot, among others.

Addressing children selected
for the school and their parents,
Sisodia said: “The Deshbhakti
curriculum will help us prepare
students for our Armed forces.”

Kejriwal added education
will be free in the school, which
will remove the disparity be-
tween the rich and the poor.

The announcement for an
Armed forces preparatory school
was made by Sisodia in his 2021
Budget speech, under the gov-
ernment’s ‘Deshbhakti Budget’
head. The school will be affiliated
to Delhi Board of School
Education.

The school has a three-stage
admission process — an aptitude
test, physical endurance tests,
psychometric tests and a med-
ical fitness test in the third stage.
It is open to all Delhi residents
and students can take admission
in Class 9 and Class 11, officials
said. (With PTlinputs)

Safdarjung hospital’s long
history: Treating US soldiers

to producing medical greats

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

STRATEGICALLY LOCATED next
to the Willingdon Airfield on the
outskirts of Lutyens' Delhi, a 150-
bed single-storey barrack hospi-
tal was set up in 1942 to treat
American soldiers fighting in the
Burma campaign of World War
II. Formally named the '100th
Station Hospital', it was colloqui-
ally referred to as the American
hospital at the time.

Now, the hospital, along with
the airfield that remained Delhi's
main airport till the early 60s, is
known as Safdarjung.

The 47-acre campus of
Safdarjung hospital has man-
aged to preserve the layers of
history, with the barracks from
1942, a set of thick brick-walled
buildings from the 1960s, and
the modern emergency and su-
per-speciality block still co-ex-
isting, all while offering health-
care to nearly 8,000 patients
each day.

"When I joined the hospital
in the early 80s, the World War
Il barracks made up half of the
patient-care areas. Now, much
of it has been demolished and
new buildings have come up in
its place, but you can still see the
arched corridors here and there.
In fact, there is a corridor off of
the gynaecology department
thatis still from that era. Some of
the admin department is also
housed in the old barracks. But,
most of itis gone," said Dr Rupali
Diwan, head of the department
of gynaecology at the hospital.

She says that with the in-
creasing patient load, the re-
structuring is perhaps necessary
at the hospital that was once on
the outskirts of the city, which
has now expanded beyond it.
"There is no room for horizontal
expansion left, so making taller
buildings... is the answer," said
Dr Diwan.

Not only does the hospital
building have a World War con-
nection, it has had a profound
impact on Delhi's medical edu-
cation. Situated right off the Ring
Road, the 2,400-bed Safdarjung

New Delhi

The hospital was set up in 1942. Photo shared by Dr Yatish Agarwal
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hospital was the capital's first
tertiary-care centre, existing
much before the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
came up in 1956.

"In fact, the first four batches
of medical students from AIIMS
were trained at Safdarjung,
while the hospital across the
street was being made. What
was the need for setting up an-
other tertiary-care hospital in
same neighbourhood is another
question,” said Dr Yatish
Agarwal, a senior faculty mem-
ber and dean of the university
school of medical and paramed-
ical health sciences of Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University that the hospital is as-
sociated with.

Interestingly, the Vardhman
Mahavir Medical College
(VMM(C) that is now associated
with the hospital is the third
medical college whose students
have received training at
Safdarjung hospital. Other than
AIIMS, the University College of
Medical Sciences was also asso-
ciated with the hospital for 17
years before moving to Dilshad
Gardenin the Guru Teg Bahadur
hospital campus. In fact, Dr Anil

Jain, who recently retired as the
principal of UCMS, said that he
did his residency at the
Safdarjung hospital.

DrDiwan said she has, infact,
taught students from UCMS.
"When the medical college was
shifting to Shahdara, many fac-
ulty members left along with it
as Safdarjung no longer re-
mained an MBBS college, al-
though PG training in association
with the Delhi University contin-
ued. I never thought of moving
because I lived near Safdarjung
and the hospital would have
been too far for me,"” she said.
Twelve years later, MBBS courses
were restarted at the hospital un-
der VMMC that is affiliated with
Indraprastha University.

Much before AIIMS was con-
sidered to be a "premiere insti-
tute”, Safdarjung had been pro-
ducing the greats. "There was a
time when being a head of the
department in this hospital was
aguarantee for a national award.
We had physicians like Dr Shanti
Ghosh who pioneered neonatal
medicine in India or Prof Ramji
Das whose work is credited in
Gray's Anatomy (the most au-
thoritative book on human
anatomy. First published in 1858,
revised versions still continue to
be a part of medical curricu-
lum),” said Dr Agarwal, adding
that competition with AIIMS has
been a Cinderella story for
Safdarjung with the prince
charming still awaited.
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India's Indigenous Sport

Kho Kho in League Format

A dream has come true.

On the 14th of August 2022, the eve of the 75th
Independence Day of India, brought our own rural rustic
game in a new avatar: fast-paced, aggressive, intense,
entertaining, and genuinely international.

Match Format:
Each Match is Broken Down Into 4 Innings of 7 minutes each
Each Team gets 2 times to defend and chase

All roads lead to the Balewadi Stadium in the host city of Atthe end of the match the team with the highest points wins

Pune. LA TUGEERNALTE sl It's a very high scoring sport with total scores of both teams

FILADIS .
The league, aptly named Ultimate Kho Kho, brings ultimate £ usually more than 100 points

fun and excitement to live viewers, TV, and online
audiences.

I ' League Format:

eam Owners Team Owners Team Owners

Badshah and Punit Balan | Govt of Odisha and AM/NS Klo Capital The league format is Double Round Robin. This means that
each of the six teams plays every other team twice before
the top 4 teams make the playoffs.

The young players are giving it their all

Ultimate Kho Kho, a collaboration between Kho Kho
Federation of India ( KKFI), and Mr Amit Burman of Dabur
group, has pulled out all stops: Production Quality,
Commentary, Anchoring, On ground look and feel are better
than the best.

TELULL
In the Playoffs the Top-2 teams will fight in Qualifier 1, and
the winner will directly enter the final. The Eliminator, on the
other hand, will see competition between third and fourth-
ranked teams for a place in Qualifier 2, where they will play

. ) Team Owners Team Owners Team Owners ifi i i
Mr. Sudhanshu Mittal, President of KKFI, says they Capri Global Adani Sportsline (;MV; r th.e loser ?fQQulq]l!fle;1.th ﬂr;.?.l ng be played E)etween the
tweaked the old format to make the game shorter and e /_ '
crisper. The audience is going crazy over Sky Dives ' S, e ) - - USPs of Ultimate Kho Kho
and Wazir. ' NON STOPACTION l\_ =

In words of Mr. Mittal: We are elated that our six
teams- Gujrat Giants, Mumbai Khiladis, Chennai
Quick Guns, Telugu Yodhas and Rajasthan
Warriors are owned by the biggest Corporate
houses of our country and, in a first-ever, for a
league, Odisha Juggernauts is owned by the
Odisha Govt.

The vision and hard work have paid off; THE
LEAGUE HAS BROKENALL RECORDS AND HAS
THE HIGHEST VIEWERSHIP OF ANY SPORTS
LEAGUE LAUNCHED IN INDIA IN THE LAST
5YEARS.

Every game is an edge-of-the-seat thriller and
teams are fighting hard for every single point.

INDIGENOUS GAME

Kho Kho has deep roots in Indian Society with
most Indian’s having played it

CHANGED FORMAT

High-speed nail-biting format and shorter duration
of the game-play

DIVES

Sky Dives and Pole Dives add excitement and fans
are going crazy overthem

RURAL PENETRATION

Tapping the vast majority of rural base of India has
cemented the league and sport for success

Only 8 more days of the game left:
Every evening, 7 pm
With Finals on 4th September, 2022.
EVERYONE IS WATCHING, ARE YOU?

ULTIMATE Pt

KHO KHO

“14th Aug to 4th Sept'
'Everyday at 7 PM'

KIKET

. .
raseevmenta SUDHANSHU MITTAL MS TYAGI

; . Gen. Secy KKFI
Chairman KKFI President KKFI

LIVE & EXCLUSIVE

TEN 1 TEN3 | | TENSA4

Also available in HD

#LetsKho #AbhKhoHoga #MittiSeMat

il N il N il N New Dehi il N

Streaming Partner
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Khadi treated as mferlor after Independence: PM

‘4-fold growthin
salesinlast 8 yrs,
revenue crossed
Rs 1 lakh crore’

AVINASH NAIR
AHMEDABAD, AUGUST 27

CRITICISING POLITICAL rivals for
not doing enough to popularise
khadi in the years after
Independence, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday said
the material, “which made usre-
alise the importance of
Swadeshi” during the freedom
struggle, was “seen with humil-
iation after Independence”.
Addressing Khadi Utsav on
Sabarmati riverfront in
Ahmedabad, Modi also said rev-

a’} !
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PM Narendra Modi spins a charkha along with 7,500 weavers
in Ahmedabad on Saturday. Nirmal Harindran

enue from its sales has multi-
plied four times in the last eight
years under the NDA-2.

“Khadi, which stood for self-

Rajasthan: NSUI fails
to win top post at
any govt university

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, AUGUST 27

THE NATIONAL Students’ Union
of India (NSUI), the student wing
of the Congress party, failed to
win the president’s post at any
of the government universities
in Rajasthan, according to the
students’ union election results
declared till Saturday evening.
Students’ union elections in the
Congress-ruled state were held
after a gap of two years.

The BJP’s student wing, the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP), won the presi-
dent’s post in five universities,
while the CPI(M)-affiliated
Student Federation of India (SFI)
won in two.

In Rajasthan University, an
independent won the presi-
dent's post.

Chief spokesperson of the BJP
inthe state, Ramlal Sharma, said
the results “indicate change”.

A Congress spokesperson re-

fused to comment.

Independent Nirmal
Choudhary defeated his nearest
rival Niharika Jorwal, an NSUI
rebel, to become the Rajasthan
University Students' Union
(RUSU) president. Choudhary
bagged 4,043 votes while Jorwal
polled 2,576 votes. NSUI's official
candidate, Ritu Barala, came in
third with 2,010 votes and
Narendra Yadav of the ABVP was
fourth with 988 votes.

Jorwal, daughter of state
Tourism Minister Murari Lal
Meena, had been denied a ticket
by the NSUL

Itis the fifth time in arow that
the top post in RUSU has gone to
someone not from the student
wings of established political par-
ties. In the last students’ union
elections in 2019, and in the year
before that, NSUI rebels Pooja
Verma and Vinod Jhakhar, respec-
tively, had been elected RUSU
president.In2017 and 2016, ABVP
rebels Pawan Yadav and Ankit
Dhayal had won the post.

Congress leader Anand Sharma leaves after a meeting with
Ghulam Nabi Azad in New Delhi on Saturday. P17

Will convince Rahul to
lead Cong, says Kharge

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU, AUGUST 27

RAHUL GANDHIwill be pursued
to return as Congress chief since
there is no one in the party other
than him who has a pan-India
appeal, senior Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge has said.

Kharge, the Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha, said
that anyone aspiring to lead the
party should be known through-
out the country and enjoy support
from Kanyakumari to Kashmir,
and West Bengal to Gujarat.

“He should be a well-recog-
nised, accepted man to the entire
Congress party,” Kharge told PTI
here on Friday. “So, nobody is there
(inthe party with suchastature)”.

He recalled that all senior
leaders had "forced" Sonia
Gandhi to join and work for the
party, and had requested Rahul
Gandhi to “come and fight”. “You
tell me the alternative. Who is
there? (in the party other than
Rahul Gandhi),” Kharge asked.

“We will ask him, we will force
himand requesthim(toreturnas
Congress president). We will try
to pursue him,” Kharge said.

respectduring the freedom strug-
gle, was considered lowly (after
Independence. Due to this, cottage
industries related to khadi were

completely destroyed,” he said.
Recalling the Gujarat govern-
ment's —then led by him — efforts
to popularise khadi from
Porbandarin2003, Modisaid, “We
took an oath of 'khadi for nation,
khadi for fashion'. Many fashion
shows were also held for promo-
tion of khadi in Gujarat. People
laughed, even humiliate us(then).”
“Today, top fashion brands in
India are coming to join with
Khadi — there is record produc-
tion and it is clocking record
sales.Inthe last eight years, there
has been a four-fold growth in
khadi sales. For the first time,
(revenue of) Khadi and Gram
Udyog Board...has exceeded Rs 1
lakh crore," the PM said, address-
ing a gathering of 7,500 Khadi
women  workers  from
Surendranagar, Amreli and
Rajkot districts on the riverfront.
Modi said workers are bene-

fitting the most due to increased
sales,and money fromsales have
percolated to rural areas and
helped create employment there.
"In the last eight years, 1.75 crore
new jobs have been created in the
khadi sector,” he pointed out.

Stating that khadi stands for
sustainable and eco-friendly
clothing and has potential to make
amark globally, Modi said Gujarat
isleadingarevival of the fabric by
producing "green khadi”.

“To mark the completion of
75 years of Independence, 7,500
daughters and sisters came to-
gether to spin the charkha and
created history (today). It is my
honour,” he said.

Modi also digitally inaugu-
rated the new office building of
Guyjarat State Khadi Gram Udyog
Board and a foot-overbridge over
Sabarmati river that has been
named "Atal Bridge”.

Modi to lay
Maruti Suzuki
plant foundation

Chandigarh: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will virtually lay
the foundation stone of Maruti
Suzuki's third plant, after
Gurugram and Manesar, at
Industrial Model Township,
Kharkhoda in Sonipat on Sunday.

Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar and deputy CM
Dushyant Chautala along with
various central ministers and
MPs will attend. Around 800
acres were purchased for Rs
2,400 crore. The total project cost
is estimated to be around Rs
20,000 crore and will generate
11,000 skilled, unskilled and
semi-skilled jobs.

Khattar said that the third
plant will be a new milestone in
the industrial progress of
Haryana. ENS

Justice Lalit takes oath as 49th C]I

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

JUSTICE UDAY Umesh Lalit
Saturday took oath as the 49th
Chief Justice of India, succeeding
Justice NV Ramana who retired
the previous day.

(JILalithasa short tenure. He
will demit office on November 8.

President Droupadi Murmu
administered him the oath of of-
fice ata swearing-in ceremony in
the Durbar Hall of Rashtrapati
Bhavan. “Congratulations,”
President Murmu said after the
new (JIsigned the register of oath.

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, former presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind, former
vice president M Venkaiah
Naidu and Union ministers in-
cluding Kiren Rijiju, who holds
the Law and Justice portfolio,
were present at the ceremony.

Justice Ramana, too, at-
tended the programme.

After he was sworn in, CJI
Lalit sought the blessings of his
90-year-old father, Umesh
Ranganath Lalit, a former judge,
and other family elders by touch-
ing their feet.

On Friday, at a farewell event
organised by the Supreme Court
Bar Association for Justice
Ramana, Justice Lalit had laid out
three key priorities: making the
process of listing cases simple
and transparent; making men-
tioning (where lawyers bring ur-
gent matters to the notice of the
court) easier; and ensuring at
least one Constitution bench
functions through the year.

He was elevated directly to
the Supreme Court from the Bar
in August 2014 — only the sixth
lawyer to be so honoured.

President Droupadi Murmu administers oath of the (]I office to Justice Uday Umesh Lalit
at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Saturday. P11

Soon after taking over, holds meet
to discuss backlog, listing of pleas

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 27

SOON AFTER swearing in, new
Chief Justice of India U U Lalit
called a full court meeting in the
Supreme Court Saturday after-
noon to discuss ways to deal
with backlog of cases and decide
on the listing of petitions.

Sources said the meeting
“mulled over various options”
and finally decided to set up “one
or two” constitution benches
and “six three-judge benches”
on priority basis.

“The constitution benches
willinitially deal with case man-

agementand issue directions for
getting the records, the paper
book, of the case ready to prepare
for the hearing,” sources said.

The three-judge benches will
sit in the first half of the day on
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday.

On the listing of cases, it was
decided that Mondays will be
dedicated to fresh matters, while
those miscellaneous matters in
which notice has already been
issued will be taken up post-
lunch on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays. Fridays, too, will
be devoted to after-notice mis-
cellaneous matters.

In an interview to The Indian

NPP will expand presence but no
pre-poll alliance with BJP: Sangma

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

BUOYED BY the results in the
Manipur Assembly elections
held earlier this year where it
outperformed the Congress to
emerge as the second largest
party, Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma-led National
People’s Party (NPP) is now
preparing to extend its footprint
in the Northeast. The party has,
however, ruled out a pre-poll al-
liance with any political party,
including the BJP.

The party will fight Assembly
electionsin Nagaland, Tripuraand
Meghalaya slated for early next
year, Sangma said this in New

Eﬂ Meghalaya

ok CM Conrad

ﬁi ﬁ Sangma
Delhi on Saturday after the party's
national executive meeting.

He also said the party may
field candidates in the upcom-
ing Gujarat Assembly polls.

Evenas the NPPis part of the
NDA and a BJP ally, but has not
fought elections with pre-poll al-
liances. In Manipur, despite be-
ingaBJPally and a part of N Biren
Singh-led BJP government, with
its four winning MLAs all mem-
bers of his cabinet, including NPP
MLAY Joykumar as Deputy CM,

NPP fought polls independently.

“We have been very clear that
we will not have pre-poll al-
liances, with the BJP or any other
political party. We have always
supported the NDA and will con-
tinue to do so. But elections are
about the identity of a political
party,and itis important for us to
fight them independently,”said
the Meghalaya CM.

Sangma played down differ-
enceswith the BJPonsomeissues.
“There will always be some prob-
lem in an alliance. That does not
mean weare notin coalition or will
not work with them. But we have
to look out for the interests of our
people and therefore have not
shied away from raising specificis-
sues which affect our people.”

Express on August 14, CJI Lalit (he
was (JI-designate then) spoke
aboutthe need toensure that cru-
cial cases are listed on priority.

The SC on August 24 notified
that 25 pending matters will be
listed before the constitution
benches starting August 29. This
includes a challenge to demon-
etisation, EWS reservation and
petitions challenging updation
of the NRC for Assam.

The full court meeting on
Saturday is learnt to have
worked on the nitty gritty of the
plan. The meeting, which started
at2 pm, reportedly lasted for al-
most three hours. Sources said it
was a “free-flowing dialogue”.

UP: BSP ex-MLC
among 5 booked
for ‘gangrape’

Lucknow: Police have registered
agangrape case against five peo-
ple including former BSP MLC
Mohammad Haji Igbal and three
of his sons.

Police said a 37-year-old
woman has alleged that the ac-
cused were sexually harassing
her and putting pressure on her
to vacate a plot of land that she
purchased.

The case was filed against five
persons, including Haji Igbal and
his three sons - Afzal, Javed and
Alishan — on Thursday. Haji
Igbal’s brother Mehmood has
also been named in the FIR.

On Friday, the police arrested
anaide of Igbal, identified only as
Zeeshan, after his name cropped
up during the probe. ENS

Uddhav tries Maratha card, reglonal pride to counter BIP Shinde

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 27

SHIV SENA president and former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray seems to have
adopted a new strategy to shore
up his tottering party: alliance
politics and regional pride. Close
onthe heels of declaring that the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) will
fight the 2024 Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections in together,
Thackeray has now forged an al-
liance with the Sambhaji Brigade,
a prominent Maratha outfit.
Thackeray reckons he cannot
afford a solo approach in state
politics at this stage, when revolt
by the CM Eknath Shinde-led

Sena faction has reduced his
party to a minor player in both
the Assembly and Parliament.

Joining hands with the
Sambhaji Brigade, Thackeray as-
serted that their tie-up was ideo-
logical and forged to uphold re-
gional pride. Whether their
alliance will boost the Thackeray-
led Sena’s flagging prospectsis to
be seen, but its partnership with
the Maratha outfit marks an in-
teresting development in
Maharashtra politics.

Known for its aggressive pol-
itics, the Sambhaji Brigade has
sought to champion the cause of
Maratha youth. Their militant
style has struck a chord with cer-
tain sections in the community.
The outfit, which derives its
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Thackeray has forged an
alliance with the Sambhaji
Brigade, a Maratha outfit

name from Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj, son of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, was
founded three decades ago.

Asenior leader of the Maratha
Kranti Morcha (MKM), an um-
brella organisation of state
Maratha bodies, said: “The
Theckaray-led Sena’s alliance
with the Sambhaji Brigade is a bid
to target the BJP-Shinde alliance.”
Focusing their attack on the BJP,
the Thackeray Sena-Sambhaji
Brigade could play the regional
pride card and pitch Marathas-
OBC unity, the leader said.

An MKM chief coordinator
said, "Marathas’ loyalty towards
the NCP is difficult to shake.”
Many in state political circles be-
lieve the Sharad Pawar-led NCP
could be behind Sambhaji
Brigade’s alliance with Sena.

Saying his party’s differences
with the Sambhaji Brigade can

be resolved, Thackeray said: “We
will fight against those out to de-
stroy the Constitution and our
regional culture,” adding that “it
also shows our Hindutva is ac-
ceptable to Sambhaji Brigade.”

Manoj Akhare described
their tie-up as a “progressive al-
liance”, sending a message that
it would work in the interest of
Marathas as well as OBCs.

The new state BJP chief,
Chandrashekhar Bawankule, an
OBC leader, said: “In 2019
Assembly polls, Sambhaji
Brigade had contested 40 seats. It
polled only 0.68 per cent.” But
the sense within the BJP remains
that getting Sambhaji Brigade on
board is an astute move by the
Sena to enthuse its supporters.

Community’s
@ political heft

EXPLAINED

MARATHAS ACCOUNT for
33 per cent of voters in
Maharashtra. An effective
outreach to Marathas has
remained a major chal-
lenge for the BJP. It
handed the CM’s chair to
Shinde, a Maratha leader,
despite being the senior
partner for two reasons:
To woo the Maratha com-
munity and to signal that
it was accommodative to-
wards smaller allies.

New Delhi

PMAY: UP

seeks 13 lakh
more houses,
Govt says no

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

THE CENTRE has turned down
the Uttar Pradesh (UP) govern-
ment’s request for approval of
houses for 13 lakh additional “el-
igible beneficiaries” under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-
Gramin (PMAY-G).

In a letter to Union Rural
Development Minister Giriraj
Singh in April this year, UP
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya had urged the
Centre toapprove 13 lakh houses
under the PMAY-Gin2022-23,in
addition to the 11.66 lakh houses
approved as per the “Awaas+" list
in2020-21 and 2021-22.

However, in his response sent
inMay, Singh told Maurya that UP
has already been given the “full
and final” allocation of 11.66 lakh
houses as per the recommenda-
tions of the expert committee.

The Centre had launched the
PMAY-G in 2016 with the aim to
provide houses toallin rural areas
by 2022 (the scheme was later ex-
tended till 2024), and set a target
of construction of 2.95 crore
houses. While 2.15 crore benefici-
aries were identified using speci-
fied parameters, from the data-
base of the Socio Economic and
Caste Census (SECC) 2011, the re-
maining 80 lakh beneficiaries
were identified by the Union
Ministry of Rural Development
(MoRD), through the states and
Union territories, via a survey us-
ing ‘Awaas+ — a mobile applica-
tion designed for conducting sur-
veys of households who were not
covered in the SECC2011.

According to MoRD sources,
14.49 lakh households in UPwere
found eligible as per the SECC pa-
rameters after verification. The UP
government found another 32.86
lakh beneficiaries eligible after
verifying their details uploaded
in the 'Awaas+' survey. But the
Centre has said that the expert
committee constituted for

analysing the ‘Awaas+ data found
only 11.66 lakh eligible.

While the difference between
the number of households found
eligible by the state government
on the basis of the 'Awaas+' data
and the houses approved by the
Centre is higher, the state is push-
ing for 13 lakh additional houses.

According to the ministry’s
data, as on August 17 this year,
the Centre had set a target of
26.15 lakh houses (14.49 lakh
from SECC data; 11.66 lakh from
'Awaas+' survey) in UP under
PMAY-G, of which 25.79 lakh
houses have been completed.

But, Maurya, in his letter to
Singh on April 7, sought addi-
tional houses under the scheme.
“..houses have been provided to
14.49 lakh beneficiaries who
were found eligible as per the list
of SECC 2011. Besides, out of
11.66 lakh houses approved as
per the 'Awaas+' list, 10.78 lakh
beneficiaries’ houses have been
completed and the remaining
houses would be completed till
April 2022. There are still 13 lakh
eligible beneficiaries as per the
Awaas+ list, for which houses
have to be approved.”

Inhisreply dated May 27, Rural
Development Giriraj Singh wrote:
“In this matter, I would like to in-
formyouthattoachieve the 'hous-
ingforall'goal,a total target of con-
struction of 2.95 crore houses has
been set under the PMAY-G... As
per the SECC 2011, there are
(about) 2.15 crore eligible benefi-
ciaries and tofill the remaining gap
of 80 lakh, the 'Awaas+' list is be-
ingused.Itisalso noteworthy that
as per the recommendations of
the expert committee constituted
for analysing the 'Awaas+' data, a
target of 63.68 lakh houses has
been allocated to states and UTs,
which includes full and final allo-
cation of 11,66,127 houses to UP”

“Therefore, as per the recom-
mendations of the expert com-
mittee, the full permissible target
has been allocated to Uttar
Pradesh,” Singh wrote.

Shah: NIA to have
offices in all states
before "24 LS polls

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, AUGUST 27

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah inaugurated the Raipur
branch office of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Saturday where he said that the
government wanted it tobecome
a federal crime investigation
agency with offices in all states
before the 2024 General Election.
At the event in Nava Raipur,
Shah shared the stage with
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel,
ex-CM Raman Singh, Union min-
ister Renuka Singh,among others.
“The NIAis now recognisedin-
ternationally asa prime investiga-
tion agency. After a short down-
fall, the agency has managed to
achieve all of its goals,” he said.
Claiming that Modi govern-
ment has zero-tolerance policy
for terrorism and related crimes,
Shah said the NIA is working to-
wards building ties with its for-
eign counterparts for better coor-
dination in terror investigations.
Later, addressing a seminar
organised by the BJP, Shah said
that if the BJP is re-elected in the
upcoming elections, naxalism
will end in the state. He was ad-
dressing a seminar on the book —
Modi @20: Dreams meet delivery
—which encompasses PM Modi's
tenure as Gujarat CM and then as
the Prime Minister. “Fighting
nepotism, Modi became the PM.
He comes from a poor family and
has focused on the welfare of the
downtrodden,” Shah said.
Earlier at the office inaugura-
tion, thanking the Union govern-
ment, CM Baghel appreciated
the investigation agency for its
work. “We got Naxalism in her-
itage, lost many people...[ com-
mend all officials. Naxalism is
shrinking at a fast pace,” he said.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah with BJP’s Raman Singh
in Raipur, Saturday. P11

KERALA: WHY IS SHAH
CHIEF GUEST AT BOAT
RACE, ASKS CONG

Thiruvananthapuram: The
Congress in Kerala Saturday
objected to the CPI(M)-led
government inviting Home
Minister Amit Shah as the
chief guest for the annual
Nehru Trophy Boat Race tobe
held in Alappuzha on
September 4. Shah will be in
Thiruvananthapuram to take
partin the South Zone Council
meet on September 3.
Congress MLA and Opposition
leader V D Satheesan said:
“CM Pinarayi Vijayan should
mabke it clear if it is the gold
smuggling case or the SNC
Lavalin case (which the
Supreme Courtis considering
on September 13) that
prompted him to invite Shah
for the event. There is a nexus
between CPM and BJP.” ENS
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submits report, Cabinet

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Lost Hungarian
trekkerrescued
by Army, IAF

Jammu: The Indian Army
and the Indian Air Force on
Saturday rescued a
Hungarian national in a
30-hour joint search oper-
ation near Omacila pass at
a height of 17,000 ft be-
tween the Union
Territories of Jammu
Kashmir and Ladakh.

Identified as Akos
Vermyes, 38, from
Budapest, Hungary, he had

lost his way in Umasila
Pass in Himalayan Ranges
while trekking. ENS

NEW DELHI
Nomination for
Padmaawards
opentill Sept 15

New Delhi: While an-
nouncing September 15as
the last date for filing nom-
inations/recommenda-

tions for the Padma
Awards 2023, the govern-
ment said the nomina-
tions will only be received
online mode through
https://awards.gov.in. In
fact, the common portal
has been developed to
bring together all the
awards of various govern-
ment ministries, depart-
ments and agencies on
one platform. Besides the
Padma Awards, the nomi-
nations for 14 other award
categoriesare openonthe
portal. ENS

NEW DELHI
DrSara George
Muthoot gets
topaward

New Delhi: Dr Sara George
Muthoot, Director on the
governing boards of edu-
cationalinstitutions like St.
George’s School, Paul
George Global School,
Alaknanda, Delhi, was re-
cently awarded the
Excellence Award insti-
tuted in the memory of His
Grace Thomas Mar
Athanasios, who was the
Metropolitan of
Chengannur Diocese of
the Malankara Orthodox
Church. The award was
giveninrecognition of her
commitment and service
in giving shape to the na-
tion’s educational policies
and reforms. ENS

UTTARPRADESH
Noentryinbank
in Meerut if
wearing shorts

Meerut: The manager of a
nationalised  bank’s
branch in Meerut's
Baghpatvillage has putup
anotice 'banning' entry of
customers into the prem-
ises in half pants. Reason:
It distracts women em-
ployees. A number of the
clients who reached the
bank on Friday wearing
half pants were sent back
by the guard. “A majority
of our customers are
young people whowalkin
wearing half pants to
which our woman em-
ployees here have com-
plained. They say that the
attire distracts them
which may harm their
functioning,” said Canara
Bank manager Archana
Kumari. ENS

MADHYA PRADESH
Gotmarfestival:
150 injured,
threecritical

Chhindwara: More than
150 persons were injured,
three of them critically, on
Saturday during the
'‘Gotmar' festival in
Pandhurnain Chhindwara
in Madhya Pradesh.
Famous for people on ei-
ther sides of ariverraining
stones on each other as a
tradition passed down
from an abduction inci-
dent of the past. The stone-
peltingritual started some
300 years ago when a boy
from Pandhurnaabducted
agirl from Sawargaon and
faced a volley of stones
while crossing the river
with her, before his native
villagers came to his
rescue. PTI

to discuss it tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, AUGUST 27

THE MUCH-AWAITED report of
Justice A Arumughaswamy com-
mission that looked into the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
death of former chief minister J
Jayalalithaa was submitted to the
Tamil Nadu government on
Saturday. The state Cabinet will
discuss it on August 29 for appro-
priate action, said the state govern-
ment after receiving the report.
Headed by  Justice
Arumughaswamy, a former
Madras HC judge, it was the for-
mer AIADMK administration
that constituted the commission
in November 2017. While the
proceedings that heard over 150
witnesses were caught up in le-
gal fights and several controver-
sies, the mystery surrounding
the death of Jayalalithaa was
kept alive all along, including in
elections. A thorough investiga-
tion into the death was one of
the promises made by the ruling
DMK during the last Assembly
polls in April 2021. Speaking to
reporters after submitting the
report, Justice Arumughaswamy
said the government will take a
decision on releasing the 500-
page report. He said that the

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin
receives the report from ex-
justice Arumugasamy in
Chennai, Saturday. P11

commission had thought about
everything that was important
about Jayalalithaa's death, and
that this was “satisfying” for him.
The report includes two parts,
includingJayalalithaa's admission
to the Apollo Hospital on
September 22,2016, for treatment,
and factors such as her illness,
habits and other personal details
relevant to her health and illness.
When questioned about
whether there were “doubts about
anyone”, Justice Arumughaswamy
said the report speaks the truth, re-
fusing tocommenton the findings.
“I have written less. It has
lengthy depositions of wit-
nesses...| have stated everything,
answered everything,” he said.

Subsidised fertiliser
under ‘Bharat’ brand
from Oct: Mandaviya

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

ALLSUBSIDISED fertilisers, includ-
ing Urea and DAP (Diammonium
phosphate) will be sold from
October under a single brand
name — “Bharat” — as part of the
Centre’s ‘One Nation, One
Fertiliser initiative, Chemicalsand
Fertilisers Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on Saturday.

Mandaviya said the initiative
is aimed at ensuring timely sup-
ply of fertiliser to farmers, bring-
ing uniformity in supply, and re-
ducing subsidy burden in terms
of higher freight charges.

As of now, there is a crisscross
movement of fertiliser due to
brand preference in different parts
of the country, he said. For exam-
ple, Mandaviya said, fertiliser
manufactured by [FFCO and KRIB-
HCO in UP are sent to Rajasthan,
while nutrients made by Chambal
Fertilisers are sold in UP. IFFCO/
KRIBHCO fertiliser from UP are

sold in MP, and those manufac-
tured by National Fertilizers Ltd in
MP are sold in UP, he said.

This, Mandaviya said, leads to
an increase in freight subsidy.
“One Nation, One Fertiliser will
stop crisscross movement of fer-
tiliser for longer distance. It will re-
ducelogistics costand also ensure
availability throughout the year,”
he said. This will save freight sub-
sidy, which is between Rs 6,000
crore and Rs 9,000 crore, he said.
He said the average subsidy for
movement of 1 lakh metric
tonnes of fertiliser has come down
fromRs 19.03 crore in 2019-20 to
Rs 11.59 crore in 2020-21.

Under the initiative, the sub-
sidy being given, and price
payable by farmers, will be men-
tioned on each bag of subsidised
fertiliser. According to ministry of-
ficials, one-third of the bag's front
side space is earmarked for com-
panies to write their name and
place their logo, the remaining
two-third space will be used to
give details of the subsidy scheme.

PHOGAT DEATH: FAMILY SEEKS CBI PROBE

Given party drug; peddler,
club owner held:

¥ -

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI, AUGUST 27

THE GOA Police on Saturday ar-
rested an alleged drug peddler
and the owner of the restaurant
and beach shack that Haryana
BJP leader and actor Sonali
Phogat had visited hours before
she died.

Phogat’s personal assistant
Sudhir Sangvan and his aide
Sukhwinder Singh have been
charged with the 42-year-old ac-
tor's murder and the police had
said that they had given her an
“obnoxious chemical substance”
mixed inadrink.

Police officials said the drug
given to Phogat had been iden-
tified as methamphetamine and
was allegedly supplied by
Dattaprasad Gaonkar, who
worked at Hotel Grand Leony in
Anjuna where Phogat was put-
ting up with the two men now
charged with her murder. Along
with Gaonkar, the police also ar-
rested Edwin Nunes, the owner
of Curlies restaurant, since the
drugs were allegedly found in
the washroom of the restaurant.
Phogat had visited the restaurant
with Sangvan and Singh the

In bid to marry
woman, stalker kills
Thane trader: police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 27

A 41-YEAR-OLD businessman
from Thane was allegedly
stabbed to death by his acquain-
tance at Khar subway on Friday
evening. The accused was ar-
rested on Saturday.

The police said the deceased,
Parvez Bashir Sheikh, was killed
after he allegedly confronted
Akeel Sayyed, the accused, for
harassing his wife. The police
said the incident took place be-
tween 9 pmand 10 pm on Friday.
Sayyed, a resident of Golibar
Nagar in Santacruz, was friends
with Sheikh's wife Shahjahan.

Senior Inspector Pradeep
More of Vakola police station
said, "Shahjahan and Sayyed
were in college together. Since
then, Sayyed has been harassing
her... While Shahjahan married
Sheikh and Sayyed also got mar-
ried, he continued to harass her.
He was after her to marry him.”

night before she died on August
23. Curlies is a popular tourist
draw at the Anjuna beach.

CCTV footage from the
restaurant had shown Phogat
being escorted to the bathroom
of the restaurant by one of the
men accused of committing her
murder.

The investigation team con-
sisting of Superintendent of
Police Shekhar Prabhudesai,
Deputy Superintendent of Police
Jivba Dalvi and Police Inspector
Prashal Dessai of the Anjuna
Police Station was led to the drugs
based on the interrogation of
Sangvan. According to the police,
based on Sangvan’s disclosure,
“the drugs given to the deceased
were seized from the washroom
of the Curlies restaurant.”

Police officials said Gaonkar
and Nunes had been booked un-
der Section 22 (b) that pertains
to sale, purchase, possession or

police

transport of a psychotropic sub-
stance less than commercial but
greater than small quantity,
Section 29 that pertains to abet-
ment of criminal conspiracy and
Section 25 that pertains to allow-
ing the use of premises for com-
mission of offences under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act. On
Saturday morning, the duo was
detained for questioning and
later arrested.

Meanwhile, Sangvan and
Singh, who were placed under ar-
reston Friday, were produced be-
fore a magistrate in Mapusa on
Saturday afternoon and re-
manded in 10-day police custody.

Meanwhile, Sonali Phogat’s
family met Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar at
his residence in Chandigarh. The
family is demanding a CBI probe
into the case.

According to government of-
ficials, the Chief Minister assured
the bereaved family that he had
already spoken with his Goa
counterpart and shall also be
writing a letter to the Goa
Government, urging a CBI probe
into the case.

WITHINPUTS FROMENS,
CHANDIGARH

ARMS LICENCE CASE

MLA Ansari declared
proclaimed offender

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 27

THE LUCKNOW police on
Saturday pasted a court notice de-
claring MLA Abbas Ansari a pro-
claimed offender (PO)at his
parental home in Yusufpur area of
Ghazipur district. The police also
made public announcements
about the court order against
Abbas, who is evading arrest.
Abbas Ansari, son of jailed
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari, is wanted in con-
nection witha case of alleged vio-
lation of arms licence registered
at the Mahanagar police station,
Lucknow, in2019. After Abbas re-
mained untraceable, a court is-

sued a non-bailable warrant
against him. After raiding his hide-
outsacross the state tonoavail, the
police again moved court.

“The court has declared Abbas
Ansari a PO. Police pasted the
court order at Abbas’s parental
house in Ghazipurand also made
announcementsin the areaabout
it,” said Lucknow DCP SM Qasim
Abidi,adding that August 26 is the
next date of hearing now.

CPM Kerala office attacked

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 27

SIX BIKE-BORNE men pelted
stones at the CPI(M) district office
in Kerala’s Thiruvananthapuram
in the early hours of Saturday,
with the ruling party alleging the
hand of the RSS.

CM Pinarayi Vijayan, too, vis-
ited office and deplored the inci-

dent. “Police have been given di-
rection to nab the culprits. Public
opinion should be raised against
the attack on the office,” he said.

CCTV footage showed six peo-
ple on three bikes hurling stones
at vehicles parked in the com-
pound. CPI(M) central committee
member E P Jayarajan said: “RSS
criminals were behind this. It was
deliberate.” Party leader Anavoor
Nagappanalleged the BJProle. The
BJP and RSS have not reacted.

"Shahjahan kept refusing him,
as she was married to Sheikh...In
the past, Sayyed had threatened
Shahjahan that he would kill her
husband if she did not marry him.
But she ignored his threats."
However, owing to the harass-
ment, Sheikh, who dealt inimita-
tion jewellery, decided to con-
front Sayyed. The police said that
on Friday, Sheikh asked Sayyed to
meet him at Khar subway.

"We have learnt that the two
had confronted each other in the
past and there was a huge fight.
However, Sheikh wanted tobring
this to an end and thus, he called
him again. During the meeting,
there was a verbal argument, fol-
lowing which, Sayyed stabbed
him three times and escaped,”
said an officer. Locals rushed
Sheikh to hospital, where he died.
The Vakola police was informed,
following which, a case of murder
was registered early Saturday
based on a complaint filed by
Shahjahan. Sayyed was later
traced to Bandra and arrested.

STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH (SARB)
2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna - 800001
E-mail : sbi.05176@sbi.co.in
E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable/Movable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security InterestAct, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) / Legal Heirs of Borrowers and Guarantor(s) that the below
described Immovable/ Movable property mortgaged/Hypothecated charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic/ Physical Possession of
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of State Bank Of India, the Secured Creditor, will be sold on " As is Where is", " As is What is"
and Whatever there is" basis on 29.09.2022. Other details of the e-auction are as under:
Amount of Reserve Price
below which
Demand Name of the property
S(')- Bglr?':)nvse?{s) (as per Description of the property: Mortgagor/ will not be sold
: SARFAESI Guarantor | ____EMD
notice) BldAnmcgﬁnmtent
1 Mr Ashok Kumar % 38,24,500.33 | All that part and parcel of Land and Building vide Sale Deed No. 2557 | Mr Ashok | % 86.00.000/-
(Deceased), S/o Late ason dated 20.05.1994 situated at Mauza — Sheikhpura, Thana — Shashtri| Kumar =
Suresh Singh. 31.01.2022 | Nagar, Survey Thana Phulwari, Thana No -9, Tauzi No — 5316, Khata | (Deceased), % 8,60,000/-
Legal Heirs ~with further | No — 5, Plot No -174. Area 1 kattha. Boundary : North - 6 ft. Rasta,| S/o Late 7 10,000/-
1.Smt. Seema Kumari, interest from | South — Kedar Singh vo Pramod Singh, East - Digar Kharidar| Suresh
2.Shri Gautam Kumar, | 01.02.2022 plus| Rajeshwar Sharma, West -Digar Kharidar Vasudev Singh. Singh.
3.Smt Priyanka Kumari, | other charges, s
4.Shri Brajesh Kumar cost etc. (Property Id for e-auction:SBIN80390877295)
2. [ M/s Chourasia Designer|327,09,197.83 | Plant and Machineries viz. Offset Printing machine (No- 01),[ MrAjay % 14,50,000/-
& Printer ason Furniture, Computer Set (No - 01), DG Set (No- 01), Stabilizer (No-| Kumar 2 1.45.000/
(Proprietor - Mr Ajay 19.12.2019 | 01), Plate Making Equipment/ Cutting machine (No-01), Laser Printer| Chourasia A,
Kumar Chourasia, with further | (No- 01) of M/s Chourasia Designer & Printing Press at the site| S/o Late % 10,000/-
$/° interest plus | E-5, Industrial Estate, Ramchandrapur, Biharsharif, District-| Rajendra
Late Rajendra Pd. other charges, | Nalanda, Bihar. Pd.
Chourasia) costetc. | (Property Id for e-auction:SBIN87331496801P) Chourasia.
3.| M/s SAHU BHANDAR |23,70,129.43 | All that Part and Parcel of property consisting of land and building| Dwarika % 22,00,000/-
(Proprietor — Dwarika ason |vide Registered deed No.-3767 dated 18.06.2018 located at| Prasad
Prasad (Deceased) . N % 2,20,000/-
Slo- Late Kashi Lal Sao | 31102021 | Mauza- Rajauli, Plot N0.2813/9255, Khata No.-1430,|(Deceased) Ol
Legal Heirs with further | Thana No.-184, Distt- Nawada(Bihar), Area- 1 decimal.| /o Late | < 0000
1. Smt Pramila Devi, interest from | Boundary- North- Sarak (Road), South-Shanti Devi, East-Hari Kashi Lal
2. Shri Vikash Kumar,  |01.11.2021 plus| gonar West- Shanti Devi ashjla
3. Shri Vivek Kumar, other charges, ’ ) Sao
4. Vibha Prakash, cost etc (Property Id for e-auction:SBIN85476139799)
5. Priti Raj )
4. M/s Maa Bhagwati ¥22,91,460.00 | Sale Deed No. 118 dated 07.01.2011" stands in the name of Smt. Smt. % 23,05,000/-
Vastra Vatika as on Bhagwano Devi, W/o Shri. Jagnarayan Choudhary, property | Bhagwano % 2.30.500/-
(Proprietor — Rajeev 04.08.2016 | situated at Mauza — Makhdumpur Unta, Mohalla-Gandhi Nagar, P| Devi, W/o z 1’0 (;OO/
Choudhary ‘with further | S-Jehanabad, Thana no-392, Ward No. 01, Khata No. 1089 (N) Shri. S
S/o interest from | 44(0), Plot No. 1857(N) 727(0), Area - 2.776 decimal. Jagnarayan
Jagranarayn Choudhary) 05.08.2016 plus Boundary : North : 3 feet Rasta, South : Plot no. 726, East : Seema | Choudhary
other charges, | peyi, West : Meena Devi.
costefc. | (property Id for e-auction:SBIN86265534714)
e-Auction Terms And Condition
1. Date & Time of e-auction :29.09.2022, Time : From 12:00 Noon to 14:00 PM. with unlimited extension of 10 Minutes each.
2. The auction sale will be "online through e-auction™. The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction
process at e-Auction Service Provider's website https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp.
3. MSTC Central Helpdesk Number (for any technical help):033-40645207, 40609118, 40645316, 40602403, 40067351, 40628253.
SBI contact no (for property related enquiry): 8811060438, 7488614908.
4. The Detailed Terms and Conditions of e-auction sale is available on the website: https://sbi.co.in/web/sbi-in-the-news/
auction-notices/sarfaesi-and-others.
This publication is also a 30 days notice to all the Borrower/ Legal Heirs of Borrowers/ Guarantors.
NB: 30 days Sale Notice to Borrower/Legal Heirs of Borrowers/ Guarantors has already been sent by Regd. Post at their last known
address. In case they do not receive the said notice, this E-auction Sale Notice may be treated as substituted mode of service.
Date : 24.08.2022 AUTHORISED OFFICER
Place : Patna STATE BANK OF INDIA, SARB, PATNA
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URDU IAS STUDY CENTRE, LUCKNOW (U.R)
BEST QUALITY FREE COACHING WITH HOSTEL & FOOD FACILITY
ADMISSION STARTS FOR THE EIGHTH BATCH
Golden Opportunity for Minority Students to
Prepare for Civil Services Examinations
For details please visit Akademi websile waww upurduakademi.in
LLP. Urdu Akademi, Gemti Magar, Lucknaw
Contact No. 7081007090, 9670007090, 9415546767
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‘Govt. of India Undertaking

Issued u/s 13(2) Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and enforcement of security interest Act, 2002
read with rule 3(1) of the security interest (enforcement) rules, 2002. The Caption notice was served upon M/s S S
Construction & Others, Sri Shaym Kishore Rai S/o Late Jagdev Rai, Sri Sunil Kumar Singh S/o Late Parmeshwari
Singh and Others, Mauza at Balbhadrapur, P.O + P.S - Laheriasarai, District — Darbhanga - 846001 by the undersigned
being the Authorized Officer of Canara Bank in exercise of powers conferred u/s 13(2) read with rule 3 of the security
interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 to the Borrower(s)/Mortgagor(s)/Guarantor(s) listed under here calling upon them to
repay the amount mention in respective Demand Notice(s) within 60 days from the date of respective notice as per the
details given below as the accounts have been classified as “NON PERFORMING ASSETS” as on 27.04.2008 copies of
such notice(s) is/are available with the undersigned on any working day during normal working hours.

For due repayment of the loan, the following assets have been mortgaged/hypothecated with Canara Bank by the
Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s). If the Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) fail to make payment to the Bank as aforesaid, the bank shall
proceed against the above secured assets under section 13(4) of the said Act and the applicable rules entirely at risk of
the Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) as the cost and consequences.
The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) is/are prohibited under the Act to transfer the aforesaid assets whether by way of sale,
lease or otherwise without prior written consent of the Bank. Any person how contravenes the said Act or Rules made
there under shall be liable for imprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act. The notice is issued without
prejudice to our rights and remedies at your risk and costs.

ARM BRANCH

HANUMAN NAGAR, PATNA

DEMAND NOTICE

Name of Account/Borrower’s/
Guarantor’s and Name of Branch

Description of Secured Assets /

Name of the Owner:

(A) Date of Demand Notice
(B) Total Outstanding as on
01.03.2011 (As per order of
DRT, Patna)

Borrower: M/s S S Construction
& Others

Partnership : Sri Shaym Kishore
Rai S/o Late Jagdev Rai, Sri Sunil

Singh & Others.

Mauza: Balbhadrapur, P.O + P.S -
Laheriasarai, District — Darbhanga
— 846001.

1. Description of the mortgaged property of
Shri Shyam Kishore Rai by registered Sale Deed
No. 5297, dated 17.04.2003. Land area 2 Katha
14 dhurs, bearing Tauzi No. 10594, Thana No. 534, Naka No. 6, Ward No. 35(New)
Kumar Singh S/o Late Parmeshwari| 29(0ld), Holding No. 756/127 and 755/126, Circle office Bahadurpur, Khata No.
371 (Old) 1060(New), Plot No. 2170(Old) 884(New), Situated at Mauza:
Balbhadarpur, Pargana: Purav Bhigo, Thana: Bahadurpur present Thana:
Laheriasarai, Registry Office and District: Darbhanga,Which is bounded as
follows:- North - Braj Bhushan Jha, South - Road, East - Road, West - Road.

2. Description of the mortgaged property of Shri Sunil Kumar Singh by
registered Sale Deed No. 5298, dated - 17.04.2003. Land area 2 katha 14 dhurs,
bearing Tauzi no. 10594, Thana no. 534, Naka No. 7, Ward No. 35(New) 29(Old),
Holding No. 756/127 and 755/126, Circle office Bahadurpur, Khata No. 371 (Old)
1060 (New), Plot No. 2170(Old) 884(New), Situated at Mauza: Balbhadarpur,
Pargana: Purav Bhigo, Thana: Bahadurpur present Thana: Laheriasarai, Registry
Office and District: Darbhanga, Which is bounded as follows:- North - Braj
Bhushan Jha, South - Road, East - Road, West - Road.

(A) 16.08.2022
(B) Rs. 61,10,631.39 along
with cost of suit Rs. 64,300/-

Date : 27.08.2022
Place : Patna

Authorised Officer
Canara Bank

L5 ST
Zonal Office, Patna, 1st Floor, Budh Marg, Patna-800001

sEaad+ ﬁ Indian Bank

ALLAHABAD

POSSESSIONNOTICEFOR(IMMOVABLEPROPERTY)

amount and interest thereon.

Whereas, The undersined being the authorised officer of the Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rules 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a Demand Notice u/s 13(2) on the date noted against the Account as
mentioned hereinafter, calling upon the borrower to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days
from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of|
powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules.

The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any
dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) for an

The borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of
time available, to redeem the secured asset.

Name of the Description of the charged/ Date of Amount
Borrower/ mortgaged property (all the part & | Demand | outstanding
Account & | Guarantor (Owner | parcel of the property consisting of) | Notice
Branch of the property) Date of
Possession
Notice
M/SR S Borrower:- Mr. Ankit |Allthat partand parcel of Property situated| 06.05.2022 | ¥ 40,60,650/-
Enterprises [Kumar Sharma S/o  |at Mauza- Nathulpur, Kharijaman, P.S.[51 7085022 (Rs. Forty
(Prop.- Mr.  |Mr. Vijay Kumar Parsa Bazar, Tauzi No.-5267, Than Lakh Sixty
Ankit Kumar |Sharma. No.- 109, Present Thana -Parsa Bazar, Thousand Six
Sharma), Guarantor & Owner |Khata No.-97, Survey Plot No.-708, Sale Hundred Fifty
Blo: PP of the property:- Deed No.-16029 dated 07.06.2011, only) as on
Colony, 1. Smt. Rekha Area-3.125 Decimals (01 Katha) in the 24.08.2022
Patna Sharma W/o Mr. Vijay |name of Smt. Rekha Sharma. Boundary: + interest &
Kumar Sharma. North-Vijay Kumar Sharma, South- other banking
2. Mr. Vijay Kumar Bal Mukund Singh, East-Niz Vendor, and legal
Sharma S/o Late West-9ft wide Road and Sale Deed expenses
Narayan Prasad No.-16033 dated 07.06.2011, Area- thereon.
Sharma. 3.125 Decimals (01 Katha) in the name
All are at Sharan Shri Vijay Kumar Sharma registered
House, Opp.-Pandui |with Sub & Sadar Registry Office-
Kothi, Tarkeshwar Patna. Boundary: North-Smt. Kalawati
Path, Boring Road, |Devi, South-Smt. Rekha Sharma,
Patna-800001 East-Niz Vendor, West-9ft wide Road.
Date : 24.08.2022 Authorised Officer
Place : Patna Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

,SANGEETA SHARMA,W/O
MUKESH SHARMA,R/0
RZD1/295 Gali.No.5 Mahavir-
Enclave,New Delhi-110045,
have changed my name to
GEETA SHARMA. 0040629249-2

Neelma Residing At H.No. 187,
GaliNo 12, Block- G, Sangam
Vihar, Hamdard Nagar, South
Delhi 110062 Have Changed My
Name And Shall Hereafter Be
Known As Shaziya Siddiqui

0050203246-1

Itis for general information
that1,Poonam Devi,D/o0
Dharam Singh,R/0 H.No.-
193,Gali.No-4,Shahid-Bhagat
Singh Colony,Karawal-
Nagar,Delhi-110094,declare
that name of my-father has
been wrongly-written as Ram
Singh in my PAN-Card
No.(CIKPP0833J).The actual-
name of my is father Dharam
Singh,which may be amended
accordingly. 0040629255-4

Itis for general information
that I,Hemlata,W/0-Mukesh
Chauhan,R/0-77-E/2,Kale-
Chakki Wali-Gali,Mukesh
Nagar,Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-
written as Hemain my-minor
children Naman Chauhan
(14Years)and Divisha
Chauhan(12Years)School-
Record.The actual-name of
mine is Hemlata,which may be
amended-accordingly.

0040629255-7

Lhitherto known as Pawan
Kumar Singhal alias Pawan
Kumar,S/o Sh.Ram Bilas
Singhal,R/0 A-2/21,Sector-03,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Pawan
Kumar Singhal. 0040629249-1

1,ZUBER HASSAN,S/O Arif
Hasan,R/0 1503, 2nd-Floor,
David-Street, Patoudi
House,Dariya Ganj,Delhi-
110002,have changed my
name to ZUBAIR HASAN,for all
purposes. 0040629255-1

I,YAQUB ALI,S/O ABDUL
REHMAN,R/OHNO.799,BLOCK-
1JAHANGIRPURI,DELHI-110033.
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
YAKUBALL 0040629247-3

I,TAJINDERPAL SINGH BAWEJA/
TAJINDER PAL SINGH,S/0
MOHINDER SINGH BAWEJA,
R/0 D-278, ASHOK, VIHAR
PHASE-1,DELHI-110052.
CHANGED MY NAMETO
TEJINDER PAL SINGH BAWEJA.

0040629247-6

I, Lalit Bhardwaj, S/o0 Mir Singh,
R/0 Hno.31, Pana-Kalyan, Tikri
Kalan, Delhi-41, have changed
my name to Lalit Kumar

0040629182-1

I,Mannat Kaur,W/0 Jaskaran
Singh Batra,R/0 B-11,Upper
Ground Floor,Shakti Nagar
Extension,Ashok Vihar,Phase-
3, Delhi-110052,have changed
my name to Mannat Kaur
Batra. 0040629254-2

I,Mohd Akeel,S/0 Mohd
Manjur,R/0-125, H-Block,
Shakurpur,Anandvas,Delhi
Changed My Minor Daughter
Name,From Firdos to Firdaus.

0040629255-2

I,Ms.Kshyana Prava Parida R/O-
Plot.Do:GA 62,Shallashree-
Vihar Bhubaneswar,0disha-
751021,here by changed the
name of my-minor son,from
Shritesh Baral to Shritesh P.
forall,future purposes.

0040629249-7

I,NILAM DUA W/0-SUNIL DUA,
R/0-686 GF SHAKTI-KHAND-3
NEAR-PETROLPUMP,INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,U.P-201014,
CHANGED MY NAME TO
NEELAM DUA,FORALL
PURPOSE. 0040629249-3

I,PREETI SHANDIL,spouse
of,VIRENDER SHANDIL,
resident of,Vill-Dhamechi,PO-
Beolia,Tehsil & Distt-Shimla
(HP),PIN-171009, have
changed my name,from
PREETISHANDIL to PREETI
THAKUR vide-Affidavit dated-
26/08/2022,before Notary-
Delhi. 0040629255-8

I,Pradeep Chakerverty,S/o
Krishan Lal Chakerverty,R/0
Lotus-Boulevard,Tower-16,Flat.
No.304,Sector-10,Noida-Gautam
Buddha-Nagar,U.P-201304,have
changed my name to Pradeep
Kumar,permanently.

0040629257-2

I,Premnath Zarkhander Singh,
s/o Jharkhandey Singh,R/0-34,
1st-Floor, Jagdamba-Colony,
Sarita Vihar,Delhi-110076,have
changed my name to Premnath
Singh,permanently 40629247-2

I,RADHEY SHYAM,S/O BANARSI
DASS NAGPAL R/O C-1/140,
FLATNO.5,FIRST-FLOOR, DEEP-
VIHAR PHASE 1,PANSALI,
DELHI-110042.CHANGED MY
NAME TO RADHEY SHYAM
NAGPAL. 0040629247-4

I,Raman Kumar Bhardwaj,S/o-
Baldev Krishan Bhardwaj,R/0-
22,Radheypuri Extn.1,Krishna
Nagar,East-Delhi-110051,Have
Changed My Name To Raman
Bhardwaj,For All Purposes.

0040629255-6

I,Rishi Pal Bhatia R/0 A-
28,Second Floor Naraina-Vihar
Delhi-110028,Have Changed
My Daughters Name,From
Prabhjia Bhatia To Prabhjia
Kaur Bhatia. 0040629257-1

ILUNESH CHITTAURIA,spouse
of,SHRI BHAGWAN CHITTAURIA,
resident of Vill & PO-Kharainti,
Distt-Rohtak (Haryana), PIN-
124533,have changed my name,
fromUNESH CHITTAURIAto
UNESH vide-Affidavit dated-26-08-
22 before-Notary Delhi.

0040629255-9

I Shallini Goyal W/o Rajnish
Charandas Mittal R/o House
No. 181-P, First Floor, Sector-9,
Gurgaon (HR) have changed
my name to Shalini Mittal

0070801380-1

I,SASMITA BISWAL is legally
wedded spouse of,Service. No.
15707157F,Rank:-Nk,Name:-
Tapan Kumar Biswal, Presently,
residing at,Village/ Post
Garhsanput,Tehsil/PS.Kanas,D
ist-Puri, Odisha, Pin:752060,
have changed my name,from
SASMITA BISWAL to SASMITA
PAIKARAY,for all Purposes.

0040629255-3

1,SHIANA KHARBANDA,W/0O
MOHIT LAMBA R/O-C-48,FIRST-
FLOORBACK SIDERAJOURI
GARDEN DELHI-110027,
CHANGED MY NAME TO SHINA
LAMBA 0040629247-7

1,SHISHIR SRIVASTAV,S/0
NEERAJ KUMAR SRIVASTAVA
R/0 H.NO0.105/3,IIT,DELHI GATE
NO-3,ADHCHINI SOUTH
DELHI,PIN-110017,have
changed my name to SHISHIR
SRIVASTAVA for all future
purposes. 0040629254-1

I,SHRI BHAGWAN CHITTAURIA,
son of late SHRI RISHILAL,
resident of,Vill & PO- Kharainti,
Distt-Rohtak(Haryana),PIN-
124533,have changed my
name,from SHRI BHAGWAN
CHITTAURIA to SHRI
BHAGWAN,vide-Affidavit,
dated-26-08-22,before Notary-
Delhi. 0040629255-10

1,Mohd uwais s/0.Mohd akram
R/0.J4, DDA-flats, turkman-
gate,Delhi-110006, have
changed my name,from MOHD
UWAIS TO MOHD OWAIS
PERMANENTLY. 0040629249-6

I,Mahima Chowdhary,D/o
Krishan Kumar R/0-155 Kirari,
Suleman-Nagar SultanpuriC-
Block Delhi-110086,changed
my name to Mahima
Chaudhary. 0040629247-9

1,MOHD IMRAN,S/0 MOHD
ZUBAIR,RESIDING AT,7305/B-
10 VASANT-KUNJ,NEW DELHI-
110070,HAVE CHANGED THE
NAME OF MY MINOR SON
MOHD ARHAAM 3-MONTHS
OLD AND HE SHALL HEREAFTER
BEKNOWN AS MOHD
SHAHZAIN. 0040629257-4

I,Khushboo Kohli,D/o Sh.Sanjay
Kohli R/0-H.No.K-27C,DDA
Flats,Saket,South Delhi,New
Delhi-110017,inform thatin
my,passport N0.G1292001,my
name KHUSHBU KOHLI
wrongly-written.My correct
name is KHUSHBOO KOHLI.PIs
change my,correct namein my
passport. 0040629249-5

I,Jai Jain,s/o Sunil Jain,R/0 Flat.
No0-292, Vikas Kunj,Vikas Puri,
Tilak Nagar,Delhi-110018, have
changed my name to Ramit
Jain, permanently.

0040629247-1

l,Inderjit Singh S/0-Balwant
Singh R/0 E-79 Gali.No-4
Vishnu Garden Delhi have
changed my name to Inderjeet
Singh. 0040629247-10

l,Gaurav Chowdhary,S/o
Krishan Kumar R/0-155 Kirari,
Suleman Nagar Sultanpuri C-
Block Delhi-110086,changed
my name to Gaurav
Chaudhary. 0040629247-8

l,Ganeshnandan Tiwari alias
Ganesh Nandan Tiwari alias
Ganesh Tiwari alias Ganesh
Nandan Phool Chand Tiwari
S/o phool Chand Tiwari
resident of 306 B,Saipalkhi,
Saibaba Nagar,Navghar Road,
Bhayandar (E),Thane-401 105
Maharashtra,have changed
my name to Ganesh Nandan
Phool Chand Tiwari for all
purposes.That Ganeshnandan
Tiwari, Ganesh Nandan Tiwari,
Ganesh Tiwari & Ganesh
Nandan Phool Chand Tiwari
are the name of same
person.(M-19179284)

0040629254-3

l,Charanjit/Charan Jeet Basra
S/0 Amar Nath R/0-3253 Ranjit
Nagar New Delhi-110008,have
changed my name to Charanjit
Basra,permanently.

0040629249-4

l,Bharat Devsar,S/0-Om Prakash
Sharma R/0-459/10-A,Shalimar-
Park,Bhola-Nath Nagar,Delhi-
110032,Have Changed The
Name Of My-Minor Daughter
Nishka Deveshwar (11Years)
And She Shall Hereafter Be
Known As Nishkka Devvsar.

0040629255-5

l, Sunita Devi W/o Pramod
MishraR/o Flat No.S-3, Plot No-
305, Sector-4, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, U.P., have changed
my name to RITA MISHRA for
all future purposes.

0070801431-1

1, Simmi Yadav W/o Navin Yadav
R/0-RC-235, Archana Enclave,
Khora Ghaziabad U.P.-201309,
have changed my name
Suman Yadav for all future
purposes. 0070801414-1

l, Shamma Rani D/o Intjar
Ahmad R/0 12-A/209, Street
No.15, Vijay Mohalla, Maujpur,
Delhi-110053 have changed my
name from Shamma Rani to
Shammo Rani for all future
Purpose. 0040629038-1

I Khushboo Pawar R/0 163-B,
Block 41, Sector-73, Noida
inform that my name has been
wrongly written as Khushboo
inmy daughter’s school
documents. The actual name
of mine is Khushboo Pawar.

0040629209-1

IHimanshu S/o Sh. Jaswant R/o
H.No.C-8, J.J.Camp, Anand
Vihar, Shakar Pur Baramad,
East Delhi, Delhi-110092 have
changed my nameto
Himanshu Diwakar for all
purposes. 0040629129-3

,HARGUN SINGH BAWEJA,S/O
TEJINDER PAL SINGH BAWEJA,
R/0O D-278,ASHOK VIHAR PHASE-
1,DELHI-110052.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO HARGUN SINGH.

0040629247-5

1, Sarawati Devi W/o Subhash
Chandra Mishra R/o Flat No.S-
3, Plot No-305, Sector-4,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, U.P., have
changed my nameto
SARASWATI MISHRA for all
future purposes. 0070801433-1

MATRIMONIAL |

I, Ravinder alias Ravinder
Sharma, S/o Mir Singh R/o0
Hno.31, Pana-Kalayan, Tikri
Kalan, Delhi-41, have changed
my name to Ravinder Kumar

0040629185-1

I Pawan Kumar alias Pawan
Kumar Singhal S/o Sh. Babu
Ram R/0 H.No.442, Block-H-4-5,
Sangam Apptt., Pitam Pura,
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name to Pawan Kumar Singhal
forall purposes. 0040629129-1

HINDU

I, Amin Ahmed R/0 A-28EAST
BALDEV PARK KRISHNA NAGAR
DELHI-110051 my wife’s name
inmy passportis NOORJHAN it
should be NOORJAHAN

0070801399-1

Match for Hindu Saini,
teetotaler boy, 07.11.90, 7:36
am, Patiala. 6 fts. Officer Govt.
Bank, near Chandigarh. upper
caste no bar. 9872993668

0020444522-1

I, Apoorva Santra W/0. Shanu
Santra R/0. J-1002, Antriksh
Forest, Sector-77, Noida, Distt.
Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh have changed my
name from Apoorva Santra to
ApoorvaBhatnagar Santra for
all purposes. 0040629196-1

SIKH/PUNJABI

1, Chitra Lekha Bhakuni W/o Shri
Dinesh Singh Bhakuni R/o SPS
RESIDENCY INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD, declare thatin
my daughter’s (Prisha
Bhakuni), school record my
name is wrongly mentioned-
as Chitra Bhakuniinstead, of
my correct name Chitra Lekha
Bhakuni. 0070801416-1

l, Dharmender Mavi S/o Lt.
Bishamber Mavi R/0-B-1, Mavi-
Mohalla, Village-Tekhand,
Okhla Industrial Area, Delhi-
20, have changed my name to
Dharmender for all purposes.

0070801404-1

I, Faraz Khan S/o Irshan Ali R/0
Flat.No.F-301, Krishna Apra
Residency, Sector-61, Plot.No.
E-8,Noida(U.P) have changed
my name to Faraz Alifor all
purposes. 0040629133-2

SM4 Smart Gursikh Boy,
BE/MS(CS), WKG MNC
USA(H1B) USD200,000/,
Canadian Citizen, 46Yrs(Looks
35),5'3”, Divorcee, Teetotaller.
9720008476, 7973803276

0040628929-1

e
wanted

KHATRIS/ ARORAS

1, Jitender S/o Jagat Singh R/o-
112, Village-Jatkhore, Delhi-
110039 have changed my name
to Jitender Kumar for all
purposes 0070801421-1

I, Kumar Ashutosh Brindavan
s/oBrindavan Prasad R/0
520Q/14,in Satram Gali,
Kulesara, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh - 201306
have changed my name to
Ashutosh Kumar for all future
purposes. 0070801378-1

Match for fair, slim,1995/5’-1”,
professionally well settled
Software Engineer, WORKING
WITH Company, affluent
Package, Radhasoamifamily.
Preferred Engineer, Pure
Vegetarian . 82850-86000

0020444539-1

MARRIAGE BUREAU

I, Lakhi Devi Wife Late Santosh
Kumar Address-C-16,
Extension New Ashok Nagar,
VasundhraEnclave, East
Delhi-110096, My husband’s
name is wrongly mentioned in
my daughter Suruchi Kumari
school record-as Santosh
Shah instead, of Santosh
Kumar. My husband’s true
and, correct name is Santosh
Kumar. 0070801424-1

1, Mohd Junaid Mansuri S/o
Zakir Hussain R/o H.No.A-6,
Balbir Nagar, Kirari Suleman
Nagar, Delhi-110086,my
Fathers Name mentioned as
Mohd Zakir Hussain Mansuri
in my Xth Certificate but
actual and correct nameis
Zakir Hussain for all purposes.

0040629130-1

I, Mona Bhardwaj W/o Lalit
Kumar, R/0 H.no. 31, Pana-
Kalyan, Tikri Kalan, Delhi-41,
have changed my nameto
Mona. 0040629183-1

1, Naveen Yadav S/o Sukhvir
Singh Yadav R/0-RC-235,
ArchanaEnclave, Khora
Ghaziabad U.P.-201309, have
changed my name Navin
Yadav for all future purposes.

0070801413-1

I, Nutan Sah wife Suman Kumar
Sah Resident Quarter. No.20
ESIC, Colony, Sector-56, Noida
My name is wrongly
registered-as Nutanin my
daughter Saloni’s school. But
Correctname is Nutan Sah.
Both, are the same person

0070801420-1

I, Poonam & Poonam Devi W/o
Jitender Kumar R/0-112,
Village-Jatkhore, Delhi-110039
have changed my name to
Poonam Nain for all purposes

0070801423-1

I, Pramod Kumar MishraS/o
Subhash Chandra Mishra R/o
Flat No.S-3, Plot No-305,
Sector-4, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
U.P., have changed my name to
PRAMOD MISHRA for all future
purposes. 0070801428-1

l,Ram Gopal S/o0 Net Ram
Tanwar R/0-2, Gwal Pahari,
Sec-45, Gurgaon-122002 have
changed my name to Ram
Gopal Tanwar 0070801422-1

I, Noorjahan Ali W/o Irshan Ali
R/o Flat-No.F-301, Krishna
ApraResidency, Sector-61,
Plot-No.E-8, Noida(U.P) have
changed my name to Noor
Jahan Khatoon forall
purposes. 0040629133-1

I Baby Chawla D/o Rajiv Chawla
R/oFlat No-G-1, Shalimar
Grand, 10 Jopling Road,
Hazratganj, Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh-226001, have
changed my nameto Tisha
Chawla 0070801426-1

I Anal Jain alias Stuti Jain D/o
Sh. Sandeep Jain W/o Sh. Sajal
Jain R/o H.No0.86, Veer Nagar,
Jain Colony, Malka GanjS.0O.,
North Delhi, Delhi-110007 have
changed my name to Stuti Jain
forall purposes. 0040629129-2

1, TANNU D/O MOHAN LAL, R/O
H.NOA-4/209 SECTOR-20
ROHINI, DELHI-110086, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
TANYA. 0040628671-3

1, SANGEETA VOHRA,W/O SUNIL
VOHRA, ADD-15/74, GROUND-
FLOOR, SUBHASH NAGAR,
WEST DELHI-110027.Changed my
name to DOLLY. For all,future
Purposes. 0040628671-2

KRUSHNADEV Matrimonial- As
per your expectation with
Brides/ Grooms of all Hindu
caste/ Divorcees/ Widows.
Register:-
www.shaadimera.com/
9004139985, 9004739985.

0070795180-2

LOST & FOUND

INaresh Kumar S/o Sh. Anant
Ram R/0B-37/6,D.S.Ramesh
Nagar, N.D.-15 have lost my
8th, 10th, 12th,B.D.S. degree
certificate LIC Policy if Found
please contact 9810555475 FIR
with Delhi Police Vide L.R.
No0.635681/2015 already
registered. 0040629219-1

I, Leela Devi W/0 Late Bimal
Kumar R/0 56A, Rana Ji
Enclave, Najafgarh, Delhi has
lost Property Documents Ref.
F11/(110) 1988/LB(R)
DDA/4018, Sub.218, Pocket-1,
Block-A, Sector-32, Rohini,
Delhi. 0040629131-1

Lost Original Documents
i.e.DDA Possession-Letter,
Possession Slip,and NOC for
Electricity, and water of flat-
No0.83A, DDA Red MIG-Flats,
Rajouri Garden,New Delhi-
110027,favouring Mrs.Saroj
Sawhney, W/o Dr.D.R.Sawhney
FIR-Lodge Vide-LR.NO-
724404/2022. Founder inform
at-above address Phone-
9910890154 0040629258-1

Lost Original-GPA of Property.
No.518/10-B/1,Karkari Road,
Vishwas-Nagar,Shahdara,
delhi-110032,Executed By
Sona Devi,W/0 Balbir Singh
Kashyap in Favour of Surender
Kumar Malhotra,S/o-Tirath
Ram Malhotra Duly Attested
By Notary Public-Delhi.
Founder-please Contact,
Surender Kumar Malhotra,S/o0
Tirath Ram Malhotra,R/0-
128/130 Karkari-Road,
Vishwas-Nagar,Shahdara
Delhi-110032#7838417856.

0040629257-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client, Sh. Tarun Kalra, S/o Dharam Pal
Kalra, R/o E-221, Naraina Vihar, New Delhi-
110028, have entered into an Agreement to
purchase the industrial property bearing
address as A-2/2/7, Site B, UPSIDC, Surajpur
Industrial Area, Greater Noida, Distt Gautam
Buddh Nagar, UP, with its respective owner
firm, M/s Prasar Metal Engineering Pvt Ltd,
who have declared this property to be free
from all encumbrances, lien, charge etc. Any
person or financial institution having any kind
of claim or interest in this property is required
to lodge their claim in writing per speed post
with requisite documentary proof, within 15
days of publishing of this notice, after which
the same shall not be binding on my client
and my client shall proceed to accomplish the
purchase transaction.
sd-
Ganesh Kumar, Advocate
For GANESH KUMAR & ASSOCIATES
Mob: +91 9911318340, 9958405048
Email- advocateganesh1675@yahoo.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Since Mrs. SONIA RAWAT seeking a
term loan from of M/s INDIA SHELTER
FINANCE LTD., and the owner of the
such property i.e. Freehold Residential
Plot no. 67 area measuring 148 Sq
Yds., situated at Village Hidayatpur
Chawani Gurgaon Colony Patel
Nagar Gurgaon within Municipal
Committee, Gurgaon, Haryana.; and
[Mrs. Sonia Rawat has made us to
understand that he had lost or misplaced
earlier Sale Deed Having D
No. 120, Dated 03/04/1987 executed
by Mr. Sumat Prasad Jain in favour of
Mr. Devender Singh Kadiyan having FIR
No 132270232200360 Dated
20/06/2022 somewhere, which are not
traceable or cannot be found. Now, |
would like to announce to general public
that any person who is having any right,
title or interest against that property/
share or documents may come to our|
Delhi Office within seven days and
render their claim with documentary
valid evidence. If any, else the same
would be treated as unclaimed and
unrebutted and moved forth accordingly.
M/S PASS & ASSOCIATES
A-233, F.F,, Shivalik, Malviya
Nagar, New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

This notice has been issued for General Public,
at large under instructions & on behalf of my
clients namely Surinder Kaur, Sukhvinder Singh,
Paramjeet Kaur regarding the property bearing
no. Plot no. 503, DLF GARDEN CITY,
NANDIGAMA (plotted township located in
Shamshabad Extn.) Nandigama village &
Mandal Rangareeddy District, Telangana which
was solely owned by late Sh. Balwant Singh. It
is here by informed that the above mentioned
property now being inherited by the 3 legal heirs
mentioned below: -1. Surinder Kaur(wife), 2.
Sukhvinder Singh (son) 3. Paramjeet Kaur
(daughter). Any person having any claim or
interest in the said property may file his/her claim
to the undersigned within 15 days from the date
of publication of this Notice after which no claim
would be entertained.

Deepak Ranga (Advocate)
Ch.No.331, Western Wing, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Harish Larha S/o Narayan
Larha Owner of Flat No A 21
ALANKRIT CGHS LTD
VISHWAS NAGAR HAS
LOST ORIGINAL SHARE
CERTIFICATE ISSUED BY
THE SOCIETY against flat
No A 21 and the flat is not
Motgaged any where
FOUNDER CAN INFORM
AT +91 98181 81889

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is informed at large,
that Mr. Munesh Kumar, S/O Mr. Om
Parkash & Mrs. Sunita Sharma, W/o Mr.
Munesh Kumar, both R/0146, Kotla;
Mubarakpur, Lodhi Road, New Delhi,
have entered into an Agreement with Mr.
Rakesh Agarwal & Mrs. Aruna Agarwal,
to purchase Freehold DDA Flat No.99,
1st Floor, Ekta Apartment, Pocket 1 &2,
Sector 3, Dwarka, New Delhi. That the
Original Allotment Cum Demand Letter|
dated 28.10.1996 in name of Mr. YV
Dharma Rao is lost. If any person has
any information about such lost
document or objection with respect to
the said transaction or has any interest
whatsoever in the said property, may
submit their objections before Advocate
Mr. Shalabh Gupta vide E-Mail|
adv.shalabh.gupta@gmail.com or vide
telephone No.+91-9717215434, with
supporting documents within 15 days
|fromthe date of this publication.

SHALABH GUPTA, ADVOCATE
ENRL. NO. D/600/2013

Public Notice
“Itis to inform to the public at large that
Mr. Sankar Santra & Mr. Ghanashyam
Santra acquired Property No. 50, meas-
uring 38 sq. yrds., Khasra No. 64/5, sit-
uated in Village Hastsal, colony K-1
Extn. Gurudwara Road, Mohan
Garden, New Delhi vide Regd. GPA dt.
04.05.2009 executed by Mr. Laxmi
Prasad Khanduri along with ATS & Will
and Now Mr. Sankar Santra & Mr.
Ghanashyam Santra are the undisput-
ed owners of above said property. Any
person / firm / institution / company hav-
ing any claim or right in respect of the
said Property by way of inheritance,
share, sale, agreement, lease, license,
gift, possession, legal heirs, partners or;
encumbrance howsoever or otherwise
is hereby required to intimate in writing
to the undersigned within 07 days from
the date of publication of this notice of
his/her/their share or claim, if any, with
all supporting documents at below men-
tioned address. After expiration of
notice period, the claims, if any, of such
person shall be treated null and void
and also treated as waived and not
binding on our client.
Ajay Kumar Giri, Advocate
"H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram
Vihar, Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi
110024"

PUBLIC NOTICE

information is given to general Public
at large that our client Smt. Mamta

Sharma W/o Ravinder Sharma Owner
of Freehold Residential build up
property Bearing the part of property
no G-1/1153 Mansarover Park,
Shahdara, Delhi-110 032 Build-up
Property Plot No. 1 & 2 land
measuring area 160 Sq Yds out of the
Kh.No 277 with the rights of]
consisting of construction up to the
last story. By virtue sale Deed Dated
24-06-2022 Regd. No 4458 book
No.l Vol No 4175. SR-IV
SHAHDARA and the chain document
legal heirs Relinquishment Deed
Dated 13-04-2022 Regd. No.2354,
Book No. 1 Vol. No.4069 on page 9 to
16 13-04-2022 SR-IV A, Shahdara. 1.
Nandita Pilania W/o Sh Sachin
Jhamb, 2.nikhil Pilania, in Favour of|
Smt. USHA RANI SINGH W/o Late
Sh. Brij Pal Singh S/o Raj Pal Singh
died 12-08-1993 GTB Hospital
Registration no 1608 dated 16-08-
1993 not available and same property
is going to be financed by Aditya Birla
Finance Ltd., Ist Floor, Vijay
Building, Connaught Place, Delhi. If
any person(s) have any objection(s) or
Claim (s) with respect to the right, title
or interest in the said property then
contact us within 7 days from the date
publication of this notices and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
any one.
Anil Kumar Singh (Advocate)
Check. No. F-516, Karkardooma
Court Delhi
Mob-9313579493

This Notice is herebx given to general public
that Mr. Mahesh Chandera Nigam
(M.C.Nigam) who claimed to be owners and
in possession of Entire Portion of Second
Floor (Known as Upper Second floor),
Without Roof/Terrace Rights, Part of
Property bearing no. 19-A, (old plot no. 8,
and 7-A,), area measuring 58 sq. yds., out of
Khasra no. 6/57, in Block- N, situated in the
abadiof J-Extn., LaxmiNagar, in the area of
Village Khureji Khas, lllaga Shahdara, Delhi.
hereinafter called “said property” by virtue of
Relinquishment Deed 01.08.2022 now Mr.
Mahesh Chandera Nigam (M.C.Nigam) is
selling said property to Mr. Mohammad
Imtyaj and Mohammad Imtyaj has
approached IDFC First Bank Limited for
|financial assistance and therefore shall be
mortgaged with the said Bank. We give this
public notice that if any person having any
claim/objection regarding ownership andfor
creating mortgage of the said property or
any part of the said property in favour of
|IDFC First Bank Ltd is/are hereby requested
to notify the same in writing to undersigned
with supporting documentary evidence at
the address mention below within 10 days
from the date of publication of this notice,
failing which any claim, if any, of such
persons will be consider to have been
waived and/or, abandoned and our client
shall proceed with the disbursement of loan
against the said property and subsequent
creation of Mortgage in respect thereof.

For Juris NextGen Law Offices

‘There is a need to enable
teachers, not disable them’

FORMER VICE-CHAIRMAN and
CEO of HCLVINEET NAYAR, who
runs the NGO Sampark
Foundation, believes learning
outcomes in primary classes will
not improve unless the focus
shifts to teachers, who remain
burdened with administrative
work. Nayar tells SOURAV ROY
BARMAN that findings of the
National Achievement Survey,
which has shown a dip in learn-
inglevels across grades compared
t02017,should alarm authorities
more, as it shows that "class-
rooms seem to add very little to
learning outcomes". Excerpts:

What is your take on the NAS-
2021 findings that show that
between 2017 and 2021, the
literacy and numeracy skills
of students worsened across
subjects and grades?

Although we do not have a
very sophisticated tool of meas-
urement, you would see that the
learning outcome has only
dropped over thelast five decades
despite manifold increase in in-
vestment in education. Unlike
2017, when classrooms were fully
functional, the 2021 data repre-
sents learning athome, whenthe
Covid-19 pandemic forced chil-
drenout of schools for almost two
years. Thus, if we take the 2021
data as learning without class-
room and look at 2017 data as
learning within classroom, we can
starttounderstand the incremen-
talvalue add or the lack of itof go-
ing to school. It seems that class-
rooms added only 3-9% to home
learning, which is quite surpris-
ing. If we don't see that data from
that perspective, we are missing
something fairly big.

Where are we going wrong?
Itis a fact that education hap-
pens in the classroom. It happens
between the teacherand the child.
The learning levels are improved
by the teacher. Therefore, we need
to enable the teacher, not disable
them... Our current system is dis-
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WITH
VINEET
NAYAR
FORMER VICE-CHAIRMAN
AND CEO OF HCL

abling the teacher. Whether it is
record keeping, election duties,
something today, something else
tomorrow.

So you are saying teachers are
missing from the debate on
foundational learning and
learning outcomes?

Can you improve learning
outcome without the teacher?
The only person who can im-
prove is the teacher. It is also a
fact that the teacher is not the
most educated person in the
country today. All educated peo-
ple have turned away from the
villages. And the only person
available is someone who does
not have a job outside. So, there
are limitations to the capacity
building of a teacher. I think the
NIPUN Bharat (Centres's scheme
to improve foundational learn-
ing) mission is a great statement
of intent, but the execution bit is
where we are faltering...you
need disruptive innovations.

What are you doing to push
the government in the right

2 BSF men held over ‘rape’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, AUGUST 27

TWO BORDER Security Force
(BSF) personnel have been ar-
rested over the alleged rape of a
23-year-old woman who was al-
legedly trying to illegally enter
Bangladesh from India, a senior
officer of the paramilitary organ-
isation said on Saturday.

The duo - aBSF assistant sub-

inspector and a constable — were
arrested on Friday night in North
24 Parganas district and handed
over to the West Bengal Police
for further legal action, he said.
The accused have been sus-
pended and a court of inquiry
has been ordered against them,
the officer said. They were pro-
duced ina court on Saturday that
sent them to police custody for
seven days. The woman was al-
legedly raped on August 25.

direction?

Iam part of some of the bodies
like the National Technology
Mission. We are pushing for the
adoption of low cost technologi-
caltools. Thatis the reason we are
convertingold TVsintosmartTVs
using low-cost android devicesin
1 lakh schools as a pilot project.
Before smart TVs, we started with
specially designed kits on maths
and then we pushed audio de-
vices. The possibilities that such
technologies offer are truly end-
less.

Which states have adopted
the technology so far?

We have signed up with eight
states — Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh in a
limited way, and in Maharashtra
and Rajasthan we have just
started. But this is less to do with
Sampark Foundation. We have
reached 1 crore children. By the
end of two years, we would be
touching2 crore. But thisisasmall
percentage. The reason I quit HCL
and committed $100 million to try
and do this was to be a catalyst of
change.

Being part of the national
focus group (of National
Curriculum Framework
revision) on technology in
education, what suggestions
did you share?

There are many ideas. It's very
easy to put computers in all
schools but is that the right thing
todo? My suggestion to the group
has been the fact that we have to
be innovative. That we should
leverage audio technology. We
should leverage the ability to con-
vertdumbTVsinto smartclasses.
We should leverage artificial in-
telligence. We should leverage
completely new form of teacher
capacity building. These are pro-
grammes that are very innovative,
takes less effort and creates high
impact. FULLINTERVIEWON

www.indianexpress.com

2 Indians among
20 Cardinals
inducted by Pope

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, AUGUST 27

ARCHBISHOP OF Goa and Daman
Filipe Neri Ferrao was among the
20 new Cardinals inducted into
the College of Cardinals by Pope
Francis in Rome on Saturday.
Sixty-nine-year old Ferrao and

Archbishop Anthony

PUBLIC NOTICE

E-56,LGF, Greater Kailash Enclave Part-1
New Delhi-110048

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the general
public at large that Smt. Babita Devi W/o
Sh. Kamal Kumar R/o H.NO 30 Pkt 8, 1st
Floor, SEC 21 Rohini New Delhi, is the
owner of House No. E-41-B (Old Plot No.
41-B), area admeasuring 41.8 sq. mtrs.,
Khasra No. 1291, Prem Nagar-l, D&F
Block, Kirari Suleman Nagar, Delhi-41,
Regn. No. 66 GIS ID No. Geo Coordinates
File DDA/GIS/22092021043338/339045
“Said Property” by virtue of Conveyance
Deed dated 30.12.2021 executed by DDA
in her favour which is duly registered as
Doc. No. 6713, Book No. 1, Vol. No. 1963,
Pages 176-181, in SRO-VI D Rohini.
Whereas (i) a Certified Copy of Khatauni in
the name of Sh. Ram Karan Khasra no.
1291; (i) Original Notarized GPA, ATS,
Will, Receipt dated 09.02.1983 executed
by Sh. Ram Karan in favour of Sh. Hukam
Singh; (iii) Original GPA, ATS, Will,
Receipt dated 16.05.1996 executed by Sh.
Hukam Singh in favour of Sh. Surjeet
Singh; (iv) Original GPA, ATS, Will,
Receipt dated 01.07.1996 executed by Sh.
Surjeet Singh in favour of Sh. Man Chand
Choudhary, (v) Original ATS dated
03.03.2000 executed by Sh. Man Chand
Chaudhary in favour of Smt. Sharda Devi
and Original Mutation Letter issued by the
DDA in favour of Smt. Babita Devi all in
respect of the Said Property are not
present with Smt. Babita. Further Aditya
Birla Finance Ltd. (STSL+) is intending to
create a registered/equitable mortgage
over the Said Property. In case if any
person/Financial Institute/Bank/ Authority/
Board or any other entity have any
objection/contingent or vested interest
over the Said Property, they may contact
the undersigned within 7 days of this
publication. It may be further noted that
after lapse of aforesaid period no claim in
any manner shall be entertained and same
will be considered as waived or
abandoned.
Sd/-
Suparna Sinha
Advocate
D/3825/2014
Office: Gadi & Associates D-148, LGF,
Saket New Delhi-110017

Poola of Hyderbad were

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is publicly informed that my client.
SUMAN TALWAR W/O LATE RAM
PRAKASH R/O 641, S.F., RISHI NAGAR,
SHAKUR BASTI, DELHI-110034 have
disowned and severed all her relations with
her son GAURAV TALWAR with his wife
HEENA TALWAR with their children and
debarred from her movable and immovable

due to their

If any person, organization, institution
dealing with them in civil and criminal matter
shall be doing at his/her/their own risk, cost
and responsibility, for that my client shall not
be responsible in any manner whatsoever.
Sd/-
DINESH KUMAR
(Advocate)
Office No.6, Ground Floor,
DDA Market, RU-Block
Pitampura, Delhi-110034

Public Notice
General Public is hereby informed
that I, Mrs. Sneh Lata Yadav W/o.
Late Sh Suraj Pal R/o. RZC-
2/171, Vinod Puri, Vijay Enclave,
Palam Village, Delhi-110045,
have severed all of the relation-
ship from my son namely
Devender Sinh Yadav, in context
of their misbehavior and non con-
trol nature, and have disowned
him from my moveable and
immoveable properties, anyone
deals with him shall do so at their
own cost and risk.

ASEEM KUMAR BADAL,
ADVOCAT

Ch. No 432, Lawyer's Chamber
Block Dwarka Court Complex,
Sec-10, Dwarka New Delhi-75

IN THE COURT OF SH. BHARAT PARASHAR
DISTRICT JUDGE (COMMERCIAL COURT)-01
CENTRAL, ROOM NO. 308 TIS HAZARI
COURTS, DELHI
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING ATTENDANCE
OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5. Rules 20 of the Code of Civil
Procedures)
SUIT NO-CS (COMM) NO.2678/2019
ICICI BANK LTD
...... Plaintiff
VIS
TONNY DAVID
...... Defendant
To,

TONNY DAVID S/O SH.DAVID JOHNSON
RO:FLAT ~ NO.339,  RAJNIGANDHA
APPARTMENT GT ROAD, NEAR SURYA
FARM HOUSE, SAHIBABAD,GHAZIABAD,
UTTAR PRADESH-201001.

ALSO AT,

GRACE VILLA MIG-12, SAHIBABAD ROAD,

INDRAPURAM  AGRA,UTTAR PRADESH-

282001.

EMAIL ID-not available
PHONE NO. 9810850224
WHEREAS you are intentionally evading service of
summon it is hereby notified that if you shall not
defend the case on the 29.08.2022 the day fixed
for the final disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.

Given under my hand and the seal of the court, this
29.03.2022.

Sd-

“soa
_Seal District Judge (Commercial Court)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(ORDER 5, RULE 20 OF THE CODE OF
CIVIL PROCEDURE)

IN THE COURT OF MS. GEETANJALI,
ADJ-05 (SOUTH-EAST)
ROOM NO. 603, SIXTH FLOOR, SAKET
COURTS, NEW DELHI
CASE NO- CS/7841/16
KAPIL JUNEJA & ORS.

s
PREM KUMAR ARORA & ORS.
To,
1) ANURADHA DHAWAN
D/O LATE SHARDA DHAWAN
D/O LATE KISHAN CHAND
C-398, DEFENCE COLONY, NEW DELHI
2) MS. DEEPIKA DHAWAN
D/O LATE SHARDA DHAWAN
D/O LATE KISHAN CHAND
C-398, DEFENCE COLONY, NEW DELHI
Whereas you are intentionally
evading service of summons it is
hereby notified that if you shall not
defend the case on 01.09.2022 at 10
a.m. the day fixed for the final
disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.
Given under my hand and the seal of
the court, this 20.07.2022

Sd/-
Addl. District Judge 05
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the Indian Cardinal-des-
ignates among 20 from

. five continents. With

" Y 5 33 Wf:g:jﬁ their induction, India
now has six Cardinals.
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Daman got its first
Cardinal in over 400
years. Archbishop Ferrao
was born in Corjuem in
Aldona, north Goa. He
was ordained Priest on
October 28, 1979 and
Bishop on April 10, 1994.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the general public
that |, Chander Mohan Bhardwaj. S/o Late
Ram Sarup Bhardwaj. aged about 65 years
old. Rio House No. 141-A. Gali No. 08, Deepak
Vihar, Najafgarh, New Delhi - 110043 is hereby
disowning and debarring my younger son,
namely Mr. Mohit Kumar Bhardwaj, from all my
immovable and movable properties and
severed all relatiomns with him. Anybody
dealing with Mr. Mohit Kumar Bhardwaj will do
50 at his/herftheir own risk and responsibilities
and | am not liable for any act, deed or dealing
done by my younger son, Mr Mohit Kumar
Bhardwaj. This is for information and further
necessary action
Sdi-
VISHAL RATHORE
Advocate
Plot No. 112, Gali No, 07, Deepak Vihar,
Najafgarh, New Delhi-110043

| "IMPORTAN |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Request for Proposal (RFP)

RFP Tender Notice No.04/2022-23/SE(works1)/EE(Elec), Dt:26.08-2022

Number of works . 1No
Tender Downloading Starting Date  : 27-08-2022
Closing Date : 12:09-2022

Note: Further details at http://www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

EE(Electrical) Cell No.99480 78504
SE(Works1) Cell No.81878 96437

SE(WORKS I)

New Delhi
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N AUGUST 26, a day before

taking oath as the 49th Chief

Justice of India, Justice Uday

Umesh Lalit, speaking at the

farewell hosted for his pred-
ecessor, announced his goals for his 74-day
stint at the top office — from setting up at
least one Constitution Bench that would sit
through the year to ensuring smoother
methods for listing cases and allowing
lawyers to effectively ‘mention’ their cases
for listing.

For those who have known Justice Lalit,
first as an advocate-on-record before the
Supreme Court and later as a designated
senior advocate, it is this work ethic that de-
fines him.

“There has not been a CJI who perhaps
understands this court and the bottlenecks in
the registry better than Lalit. As an AOR (ad-
vocate-on-record) for over a decade, he has
dealt with this every day. As a senior advo-
cate, he has a vision of what the court ought
tobe,” a senior advocate said.

Born in 1957 in Maharashtra’s Solapur,
Justice Lalit shifted his nascent two-year
practice from Mumbai to Delhi in 1986. This
was when his father, a former additional
judge of the Nagpur bench of the Bombay
High Court, lost his office during the
Emergency and also set up new practice in
Delhi. Justice Umesh Ranganath Lalit had in
1975 granted bail to three minors in a sedi-
tion case, which did not go down well with
the Indira Gandhi-led Congress government.
The judge’s links with the RSS and its lawyers’
wing, Adhivakta Parishad, did not help his
case to get appointed as a permanent judge.

After working in the chambers of ace
lawyer P H Parekh and former Attorney
General for India Soli Sorabjee, Justice U U
Lalit set up his independent practice. As ad-
vocate-on-record, his practice took shape in
a modest flat in east Delhi’s Mayur Vihar.
From there, he rose to be one of the top
lawyers in the Supreme Court, arguing 15-
20 cases on Mondays and Fridays, when the
Supreme Court admits fresh cases. For over
a decade, he was the amicus curiae (friend
of the court) for the ‘forest bench’ that was
hearing environmental cases.

Although his reputation as a criminal law
expert, who defended celebrity and high-pro-
file clients — he represented Salman Khanin
the blackbuck poaching case and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy in the disproportionate assets case —
precedes him, many say itis a misconception.

“His father had an exclusive criminal
practice butJustice Lalit’s practice has always
been independent of that. As a senior advo-
cate, he had a mixed bag of cases, with per-
haps more civil than criminal,” says a lawyer
who has been Justice Lalit's contemporary.

Despite his rich, famous and powerful
clientele — from former Punjab CM
Amarinder Singh to former Uttar Pradesh
CM Mayawati, Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu (then with the BJP) and super-
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Justice Fast-Forward

AsJustice Uday Umesh Lalit takes over as the 49th Chief Justice of India, he
has 74 days to work on the goals he set for himself. To start with, the Court
will have Constitution Benches sitting all year to tackle pending cases.
APURVA VISHWANATH on the judge who rose from the Bar to
the top-most office in the Supreme Court

star Salman Khan — as a lawyer, the shy and
reticent Lalit has perhaps never spoken to
the media.

In 2014, he became a judge of the

Supreme Court — only the second CJI to be di-
rectly elevated from the Bar to the apex court
bench. The first, Justice S M Sikri, had made
history when he presided over the 13-judge

Hustration: Suvajit Dey

Kesavananda Bharati Benchin 1973 that gave
the landmark verdict outlining the doctrine of
basic structure of the Constitution.

A deeply spiritual man, Justice Lalit is

known to participate in Ganesh pujas and
visit shrines of Sufi saints. Few know that for
over 30 years, he has been making an annual
pilgrimage to a ‘Baba ki Dargal’, a shrine in
Nagpur’s Civil Lines where he offers his serv-
ice. Moments after Justice Lalit took oath, he
sought the blessings of the custodian of the
dargah, who was seated next to him at
Rashtrapati Bhawan.

“He is a Delhi lawyer but not the quin-
tessential one who networks and throws
names. His day always started very early —
chambers to court, then back to chambers.
No media, no spotlight on him and defi-
nitely no political associations,” says a for-
mer colleague.

In court, Justice Lalit insists on recording
in his orders the names of the advocates
and refers to almost everyone appearing be-
fore him — from Ram Jethmalani and Fali
Nariman to young lawyers — as ‘sir’
and ‘ma’am’.

Another reform that Justice Lalit has
talked about, much to the chagrin of some
lawyers, is that court proceedings would
startat9 am instead of the usual 10.30 am.
Justice Lalit himself comes to the court
early to use the gymnasium before the
day’s work begins.

As the most senior judge of the Supreme
Court, he is known for his work with the
National Legal Services Authority, especially
during the pandemic, on access to legal aid
for undertrials. During his tenure
as an Supreme Court judge, Justice Lalit has
been part of some crucial interventions, in-
cluding on reforming the sentencing proce-
dure on death penalty. On criminal matters
such as bail and procedural safeguards, his
record has been mixed.

In 2017, he was part of two Benches, along
with Justice Adarsh Goel (since retired), that
cited misuse of special laws that prohibit
atrocities against SC/STs and unlawful de-
mands for dowry. In both cases, the Bench
went on to put in place “procedural safe-
guards” against misuse, which were criti-
cised for diluting the special laws without
any empirical assessment of the misuse. Both
verdicts were reviewed subsequently, with
anamendment passed to undo the effect on
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

Now, as Justice Lalit works on his goals,
including that starting tomorrow, five-judge
Constitution Benches will hear some of the
long-pending cases, he will have his eyes on
the clock — he is scheduled to retire on
November 8.

“It’s true that it’s a short tenure. But |
don’t consider that, because perception-
wise, according to me, it’s as good and as big
atenure as the opportunity can (offer) actu-
ally... It is an opportunity which has been
given to me. I will make the most of it, in
terms of laying down certain things which I
consider to be healthy practices,” Justice Lalit
told The Indian Express in an interview on
August 14.
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1.72 million tonnes
THETOTALTUAR (arhar) productionin
India during 1950-51, which had risen to

4 .28 million tonnes

tonnes during 2020-21.

In 2020-21, Maharashtra was the top tur
producer in the country with a total
production of 1.28 million tonnes, followed
by Karnataka at 1.24 million tonnes and
Uttar Pradesh at 0.33 million tonnes.

2 18 Increased to
million 4.80
hectares million
Total area under heCtar €S
tur during in2020-21
1950-51

489 kg/hectare

Theyield of tur per hectare during
1950-51, which increased to 892 kg per
hectare in 2020-21

‘I only we had a toilet...”

Recently, a 12-year-old from a slum along the tracks in Faridabad was raped and murdered when she
left home to relieve herself. Days later, there’s fear, but in the absence of toilets, residents
continue to risk shame, speeding trains

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA

4,30 AM. The 28-year-old and her husband,
slow-moving silhouettes in the dark, a wa-
ter bottle dangling from her hand, walk up
from their house, jump across a two-foot-
wide drain and cross the railway tracks.
They stop at a distance of over 100 metres
from their house — he keeps guard while
she relieves herself in a corner. Soon, oth-
ers,in small groups of twos and threes, head
for the tracks.

In the absence of toilets, for the 2,000-
odd people who live in slums built along a
3-km-long stretch of the tracks in Faridabad,
going to the toilet is a daily ritual that's
fraught with risks. On August 12, their worst
fears came true — a 12-year-old girl from
the slum was found raped and murdered in
the bushes along the tracks.

Her family said that around 8 pm that
day, she had gone across the tracks to relieve
herself, before she went missing. Her body
was found an hour later.

“Har samay darr lagta hai... sharm aati hai.
Parmajboori mein linon par jana padta hai (I
feel scared, ashamed every time I go... But
what choice do1have except to go to the rail-
way lines),” says the 28-year-old, adding,
“We do not have money to build a toilet.”

The couple have been living in the slum
colony for eight years, paying Rs 1,300 a
month for their one-room house. Since her
husband, who worked at a ceiling-fan fac-
tory, fell ill, the family barely earns enough.

The colonies along the tracks are home
tomigrants from eastern Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, many of whom work in the nearby
steel and auto-spares factories. Most of the
homes here do not have a toilet and many
others have no access to regular water sup-
ply. The situation turned worse two months
ago, when a community toilet run by an
NGO — the only one in the vicinity — shut
down, allegedly due to non-payment of
electricity bills.

A LETTER FROM
FARIDABAD

HARYANA
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“The women and children usually go out
to the tracks either early in the morning or
after sunset, when it's safe and no one is
lurking, The men go after the sun comes out.
We women usually go in a group or are ac-
companied by a family member.
During the day, people are mostly at
work, so they use the toilet at their work-
place, unless it is an emergency... Phir toh
track pe hijana padta hai, chahe jaan jokham
mein ho (then one has to go to the tracks,
even if it is at the cost of risking our lives),”
says a homemaker.

Even in the few homes with toilets, the
landlords often keep them under lock and
key due to the lack of sewer connections,
say residents. “Those who do not have toi-
lets at home have no option but to go to the
bushes near the tracks. But even in homes
that have toilets, regular water supply is an
issue. We get water twice a week,” says a
resident, who works as a cab driver.

He says some of them had dug 20-foot-
deep toilet pits, but they soon filled up.
Besides, there was no way the machines

For residents of the slum, going
to the toilet is fraught with risks.
Pavneet Singh Chadha

needed to clear the pits could have entered
the cramped lanes.

Yashpal Yadav, who was transferred
from the charge of Commissioner,
Faridabad Municipal Corporation, in a
state-wide administrative shuffle on Friday
evening, told The Indian Express, “We built
toilets and individual latrines after conduct-
ing a survey... For this particular area, work
was allotted to a contractor to build toilets
but the contractor backed out and was
blacklisted. A fresh tender has been floated
and toilets will be built to address the short-
age. Meanwhile, mobile and portable
washrooms are being arranged.”

“But these portable toilets have no water.
During election time, politicians promise
they will construct latrines for all, but those
are empty promises,” says the cab driver.

It has only been two weeks since the
rape and murder of the 12-year-old. Police
have put up posters on the walls of houses,
announcing a reward of Rs 2 lakh for infor-
mation on the accused.

Women in the colonies narrate stories

— of being approached by strangers and of
narrowly escaping fast-approaching trains.

“Around 11 one night, I went to the
tracks to relieve myself. My husband was
standing a short distance away. Suddenly,
five-six men approached me. I got scared
and ran away. The same week, I decided to
build a toilet in the house, borrowing
Rs 12,000 from a relative. I have a 14-year-
old daughter and a teenage son. I fear for
their safety,” says a 42-year-old woman,
who works at a steel factory.

Over 300 metres away, pointing to the
tracks, a 36-year-old woman says that many
years ago, while she was defecating in the
bushes, a part of a passing train hit her on
the arm, leaving her bedridden for months.

“Every year, several people squatting
near the tracks die or get injured when
they are swept away. A train passes this
way every 3-4 minutes. Sometimes, goods
trains stop for long stretches, and people
who are stuck on the other side have to
wait till the train moves, or go around the
train, which is risky, especially if another
train is approaching from the opposite
track,” she says.

At their small one-room house, the fam-
ily of the 12-year-old victim says they would
never let her or her siblings go alone to the
tracks. The girl lived in the slum with her
mother, whoworks asa helper at a steel com-
pany for Rs 7,000 a month, and two siblings.
Her father died of hepatitis in February.

“My daughter always went to the tracks
as part of a group. I don’t know why she
went alone that day. If only we had a toi-
let, this would not have happened,” says
the mother.

Outside the room, a three-foot-high
brick wall, covered by tarpaulin, works as a
makeshift bathroom. “I had told the land-
lord to build a toilet. He had agreed but
asked for more rent,” says the girl's mother.

Says the girl's sister, “We will now leave
this place...move to some place far from the
railway tracks.”

New Delhi
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NOIDA DEMOLITION

MAYUR MEHTA
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‘After everything is done, we
will party with our colleagues’

‘Everything
about the
demolition is
challenging...
(but) we are
good to go’

As Noida gears up for the
demolition of Supertech’s
twin towers, which are being
razed on the orders of the
Supreme Court, Edifice
Engineering, the Mumbai-
based firm tasked with the
implosion, is carrying out
final checks. The firm has not
only placed the explosives
inside the two towers, Apex
and Ceyane, but has readied a
comprehensive blast plan in
collaboration with the South
Africa-based Jet demolition.
Mayur Mehta, Edifice’s
project manager for the twin
tower demolition project,
says the demolition is very
different from the one that
was carried out in Maradu,
Kerala, in 2020

MALAVIKAPRASAD

Have you been part of

anything like this before?

Our company, Edifice
Engineering, was part of the team
that carried out the demolition of
three high-rise residential build-
ings in Kochi’s Maradu Municipal
Corporation, based on a Supreme
Court order that held that there
was violation of coastal reserve
zone norms. That demolition took
place in January 2020.

How is this demolition
different from the one you
carried out in Maradu?

In Maradu, we had to take care
that no debris fell into the nearby
water bodies. But this area is resi-
dent-heavy, which was not the
case in Maradu. Aster-2 tower of
the neighbouring Emerald Court
is only 9 metres away from the
twin towers. The height of the
towers is also a factor — in Kerala,
the tallest building was 65 metres;
here it’s 103 metres. Therefore,
there are several differences, and
this project is unique.

Whatis the most
challenging part of the
Noida demolition?

Almost everything about this
is challenging. For the taller of the
two buildings, the 32-storeyed
Apex, we will blast almost 18
floors. The quantum of drilling (for
explosives to be filled), the dis-
mantling of internal and external
brickworks, wrapping of the
buildings, process of charging the
buildings with almost 3,700 kg ex-
plosives, everything is more than
what we undertook in Maradu,
Kerala. The work we did in Maradu
was about 20% of what we have
undertaken with the twin towers.

Do you have any
apprehensions about
D-Day?

I am confident that we are
good to go. I must salute the resi-
dents of the two neighbouring so-
cieties (Emerald Court and ATS vil-
lage) for cooperating with us.

What do you plan to do
after the demolition?

First, we will carry out a check
around the site and in the vicinity
of the demolition to check for any
damage and take into account the
impact of the demolition. We will
checkif any of the residents in the
neighbouring two societies,
Emerald Court and ATS village,
need help to get them back to their
homes. After all of that is done, we
will party with all our colleagues.
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I'wish there was someone
with authority who would
reassure citizens that they can
live without fear. Alas, today,
there is none in India

My right tolive without fear

NONE COULD have poured out the an-
guish of a human better than an abused,
violated and bereaved mother by name
Bilkis Bano. In a few simple but heart-
rending words she summed up the sit-
uation of millions of poor, discriminated
and oppressed citizens: “Give me back
my right to live without fear.”

KILLERS’ SANSKAR

The tragic story of Ms Bilkis Bano is
well documented. In 2002, following the
burning of a train, violence erupted in
Gujarat. Ms Bilkis Bano, 21, was a young
mother and also pregnant. Amob of men
attacked her; gang-raped her; and killed
seven members of her family, including
her 3-year old daughter. She was lucky
to survive and tell her story. Her as-
sailants were tried, 11 were found guilty,
and sentenced to imprisonment for life.
Without any forewarning, on August 15,
2022, hours after the Prime Minister
asked people to take pride in Nari Shakti,
the state government remitted the re-
mainder of the sentence of life impris-
onment and the 11 prisoners walked
free. They were welcomed and feted with
garlands and sweets. Some in the wel-
coming party touched the feet of the re-
leased prisoners. One said, “they were
Brahmins with good sanskar”.

A 10-member committee had al-
lowed the application for remission. Of
the seven private members (the other
three were officials of the state govern-
ment), five are active members of the BJP,

including two who are sittings MLAs.No
one from the BJP apologised in 2002. No
one from the BJP has apologised in 2022.
Ms Bilkis Bano, along with her family, is
reported to have fled her home. No one
from the BJP has expressed any concern
for their safety.

ABSENT EQUALITY

The moral of the story is clear. Not all
Indians are equal before the law or enti-
tled to the equal protection of the laws.
Not all Indians can live their lives with-
out fear. In fact, more and more Indians
are living in fear.

M Journalists live in fear. A journalist
was summoned at about 10 pmona cold
December night to rush to an OB van to
read a script on routine ‘breaking’ news.
[ asked him why he did not politely de-
cline. He said his aged parents lived with
him, he had EMIs to pay on his flat and, if
he had refused, he may lose his job.
Several journalists have told me that they
have to “go along” with the biases of their
newspapers and channels because they
feared losing their job and, under current
circumstances, will not be able to find
another. They have the examples of sev-
eral distinguished journalists, anchors
and editors before them.

W Media owners live in fear because
government advertisements will myste-
riously stop. Private sector advertisers
will suddenly ‘economise’ on their ad-
vertisement budgets. The new fear is of
being ‘taken over’.

M Bankers live in fear. [ asked a banker
if his bank got many big-ticket loan re-
quests and if he was sanctioning them.
He looked around to make sure no one
was within earshot and whispered his
answer: “Why would I Sir, I will retire in
six months.”

W Officers live in fear. In the first year
of the Modi government, believing the
yarn that the government appreciated
candour, a senior officer explained at a
meeting why the proposal that was be-
ing discussed was a bad idea and bad
economics. He was abruptly trans-
ferred. IAS and IPS officers have found
a way to avoid the ignominy: few opt
for Central deputation, stumping the
Central government!

FEAR AMONG CITIZENS

W MPs live in fear. BJP MPs have op-
posed, privately, a Bill or some provi-
sions of a Bill or the suspension of
Opposition MPs. Recent examples are
the farm Bills, The Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Bill and the suspension
of some MPs for a whole week or for the
remainder of the session.

M Ministers live in fear. Ministers
have reconciled themselves to their
Secretaries taking instructions daily
from the PMO or Cabinet Secretariat
and putting up files to the ministers ac-
cording to those instructions. Ministers
sign on Cabinet Notes drafted in the
Cabinet Secretariat and submit them to

the Cabinet Secretariat for submission

to the Cabinet!

M Businesspersons and traders live in
fear. It is no longer fear of only the CBI,
ED and Income Tax. Other agencies such
as the GST administration, DRI, SFIO,
SEBI, CCI, NIA and NCB have been
weaponised and unleashed. With little
support from the government, MSMEs
live in fear of being forced by economic
circumstances to shut down forever.

M Citizens live in fear of crime, mob
violence, police excesses and false
cases. Especially scared are women,
Muslims, Christians, Dalits, tribals, mi-
grant workers, social activists, authors,
comedians, cartoonists, film producers
and publishers. Not a day passes when
the talons of the state do not reach a
prominent member of these sections
of the people.

M Students live in fear of NEET,
CUET and other centrally-mandated
examinations and the multiple
glitches that plague them. No one
knows who will be selected, what will
be the criteria or when the academic
year will start.

MW The poor live in fear of unabated in-
flation, losing their jobs and soaring un-
employment. Many have stopped look-
ing for non-existent jobs. The CMIE
reported that 21 million women have
dropped out of the labour force between
2017 and 2022.

[ wish there was someone with au-
thority who would reassure citizens that
they can live without fear. Alas, today,
there is none in India.

inside
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EXPANDING EMPIRE

A SUGGESTION by N V Ramana, the just-
retired Chief Justice of India, this April —
that an independent umbrella institution
overseeing all investigative agencies, such
as the CBI, SFIO, ED, etc. should be created
by a statute — sent ripples through the top
echelons of security and investigative agen-
cies. Since there is already a Chief Vigilance
Commissioner to clear appointments, the
proposed new body would presumably
have overarching control over all investi-
gations. The buzz is that ED Director S K
Mishra would be the most likely candidate
to head the proposed agency. Mishra took
charge as ED Director on November 20,
2018, for two years and is now on his sec-
ond extension. Under his watch, the pow-
ers of the ED were enhanced through
amendments to the Prevention of Money
Laundering Actin2019.The ED is now em-
powered to search premises, make arrests
and seizures and attach property without
anFIR based ona predicate offence. Earlier,
the ED could not act without another in-
vestigative agency having first registered
an FIR and undertaken due diligence of an
investigation to confirm proceeds of
crime.Even in terms of space, the ED has
expanded exponentially. From a grimy of-
fice on the fourth floor of Lok Nayak build-
ing, it now operates from the spacious new
Pravartan Bhavan, on Abdul Kalam Road.

NEW/OLD ALLIANCE?

Afortnight ago, the TDP's Chandrababu
Naidu met PM Narendra Modi at the same
time as his son, Nara Lokesh, met Amit Shah.
The BJP is keen to join forces with the TDP
since it has fallen out with Andhra Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy. The TDP has
undertaken sample surveys which put the
BJP’s vote share in the state ata mere 3 to 4
per cent. But the BJPargument is thata TDP
tie-up with the ruling party at the Centre
would be a tremendous force multiplier. Poll
surveys suggest that while a BJP alliance
would be of little consequence to the TDPin
anAssembly election, it would considerably
boost the TDP's vote share in a parliamen-
tary election. Anannouncement, during the
coming festival season, of the TDP joining
the fast disintegrating NDA is possible.

THEIR WAY OR HIGHWAY

Nitin Gadkari may have been formally

removed from the BJP’s parliamentary board
this month, but he has been out of the party
decision-making process from much ear-
lier. During the pandemic, parliamentary
board meetings were virtual and Narendra
Modi, Amit Shah and ] PNaddatook the calls.
Gadkari'sirreverent humour thatis seen as
targeting the powers-that-be, and the fact
that he spends most of his time outside
Delhi, indicated that he was well aware of
his diminished status. The RSS’s powerful
No. 2, Dattatreya Hosabale, a Modi man, is
notaswell disposed towards the Nagpur boy
asRSS chief Mohan Bhagwat. The real ques-
tionis, will Gadkari be able toretain his min-
istership till the next election? His spectac-
ular performance in expanding the network
of highways and roads cannot be easily
brushed aside.

(GUJARAT CONCERN

The Congress is concerned about its de-
clining fortunes in Gujarat, especially with
therise of AAP. According toarecent survey,
inSaurashtra, the contest is between the BJP
and AAP, with the Congress in third place. If
Gujarat sends a signal that the Assembly
election is no longer bi-polar, the Congress
fears that the trend would spread to Madhya
Pradeshand Rajasthan. Atameetingin Delhi,
aGujarat Congress leader froma prominent
dynasty protested that unlike the last
Assembly election, when Rahul Gandhi
pulled out all the stops to convert the con-
test into a cliffhanger, this time, the Gandhi
scion has not visited the state though elec-
tions are due in December. He reminded
Rahul that during the 2017 polls, he had
promised Gujarat voters that he would re-
turn every two months. Organising secre-
tary K C Venugopal criticised the dissenter
for speaking out of turn, but the latter held
his ground, adding that the real problemwas
that people shied away from telling Rahul
the truth. An MP supported him.

CASTE CONUNDRUM

Nitish Kumar’s decision to not make
Upendra Kushwaha a minister could prove
a costly mistake. Nitish believes that
Kushwaha has been compensated enough
— he is president of the party’s parliamen-
tary board and a member of the Bihar
Legislative Council. Besides, Nitish does not
want to upset his new/old Yadav allies.
Kushwaha denies that he is sulking and
claims his mission is simply to “save the so-
cialist ideology”. Kushwaha, a seasoned
party-hopper, believes his advantageis that
his community forms some 7 to 8 per cent
of the state’s population, while Nitish’s
Kurmi caste comprises a mere 3 per cent.
But Nitish has been assiduously wooing
OBCs and EBCs for years and believes that
Upendra is no longer the unchallenged
leader among Kushwahas.
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Governors as chancellors:
The points of conflict

STATE GOVERNMENTS and governors
have been at loggerheads for half a cen-
tury. The disagreement is about whether
a governor appointed by the Union gov-
ernment has an active role in the state's
administration when the people have
given the governance mandate to a pop-
ularly elected government.

This contentious issue raises its head in
different ways. For example, what should
be the involvement of the governorin the
working of universities where they are
chancellors? Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan has locked horns with
the CPM-led state government regarding
“nepotism” in employment in state uni-
versities. He recently referred to the Vice-
Chancellor of Kannur University,
Gopinath Ravindran, as a “criminal” and
a cadre of the ruling party.

Our colonial past connects governors
and universities. Before 1845, there were
multiple colleges where students received
higher education in the British-adminis-
tered areas. These colleges were inde-
pendent of each other, and their curricu-
lum differed. That year, the Bengal Council
of Education championed the setting up
of auniversity that had the power to grant
degreesin arts, science, law, medicine and
civil engineering. The council suggested
that the government model the univer-
sity along the lines of the University of
London, an examination and degree-
awarding institution. Nine years later, the
government in India accepted this pro-
posal with some modifications.

The ‘Despatch of 1854 on the General
Educationin India’ suggested the creation
of universities in India. It recommended
that the universities consist of a chancel-
lor, vice-chancellor and fellows, who
would constitute a senate. It stated fur-
ther that the ‘offices of chancellor and
vice-chancellor will naturally be filled by
persons of high station, who have shown
an interest in the cause of education...’.
Acting on this suggestion, the Governor
General decided that he would be the
chancellor of the university at Calcutta,
and the governors for Bombay and
Madras would be the chancellors for the
universities in the two presidency towns.
These three universities were set up in
1857 by separate laws passed by the
Legislative Council of India.

After Independence, a committee
headed by Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
observed that the practice of the gover-

Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan has locked horns with the Pinarayi
Vijayan-led government over the running of state universities File

nor being a chancellor had worked well
in states with only one university. The
commission left it to the states to decide
whether they wanted the governor to be
the chancellor, especially if the state had
multiple universities. States opted to stick
to the status quo, and while enacting leg-
islation for universities in their states, they
made the governor their chancellor.

In the initial years of our Republic,
there were hardly any conflicts between
governors as chancellors and state gov-
ernments. The Congress was in power at
the national and state level. The
President, bound by the Prime Minister’s
advice, appointed individuals closely
linked to the party as governors. As a re-
sult, the Congress could internally re-
solve any disagreements between gov-
ernors and their governments. But by the
1960s, cracks had started developing. For
example, Dr Zakir Hussain was the
Governor of Bihar before being elected
Vice-President. He reappointed the Vice-
Chancellor of Patna University for a sec-
ond term against the advice of the Chief
Minister. Academics point out that after
this, the Bihar government contem-
plated amending the state law to require
the governor chancellor to appoint a
vice-chancellor on the advice of the chief
minister.

After the fourth general election in
1967, the Congress lost power in multiple
states. The conflicts between governors
and state governments started coming

out in the open. The state governments
believed that the governor had a consti-
tutional duty to act on the advice of the
council of ministers. The governors, on the
other hand, thought that since their ap-
pointment as chancellor of a university
was through legislative enactment, they
had the right to intervene in the univer-
sity’s functioning and their position as
chancellor was distinct from their role as
a governor. A stance supported by the
Supreme Court.

Two commissions on Centre-state re-
lations appointed by the Government of
India have suggested that state legisla-
tures should not appoint governors as
chancellors. In 2010, the Punchi commis-
sion stated that when governors act as
chancellors, it opens their office to con-
troversies and public criticism.

The conflict between governors in
their role as chancellors has now reached
a stage where state governments have
started bringing laws curbing the guber-
natorial powers regarding state universi-
ties. For example, earlier this year, the
West Bengal Legislature passed a law
making the Chief Minister the chancellor
of 31 state universities. Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu have also passed laws limit-
ing the governor’s role in university affairs,
and the Kerala Legislature is also mulling
such ameasure.

The writer is head of outreach,
PRS Legislative Research
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DEAR SALEHA,
What can one say to a three-year-old
who died?

That, whenIthink of her, I think of the
three-year-old girl [ knew best, my daugh-
ter. And how at that age, she would never
leave my side, following me around with
those big, round eyes.Iwould get irritated
at times, but that need for reassurance
was too heartbreaking to turn away from.

Did you cling to your mother too,
when the men came for you, I wonder?
And flinch away from the thought.

What can one say to a three-year-
old who died?

What can one say to a three-year-old who died?

That, for a long time after we heard
about her, many of us believed that
wrongs could be righted if enough of us
fought long enough and hard enough,
even cared enough.

How could that not be, we thought, as
we held self-consciously to every horrific
detail of your story.

What can one say to a three-year-old
who died?

That, if [ met you today, [ am not sure
I could tell you the same. I am afraid I
would not be able to meet your eyes, the
child named after the Urdu word for ‘vir-
tuous’, who became one of the 14 vic-
tims of a spree of gangrape and murders,
killed by bashing her head against a rock.

No, notenough of us foughtlong enough
and hard enough, nor cared enough.

What can one say to a three-year-old

who died?

That, you must know that there is one
person who never stopped fighting: your
mother, Bilkis Bano. You would perhaps
spot her easily still from amidst a crowd,
as she tells her story endlessly to the
world, a little older, a lot sadder perhaps,
but as determined.

And still very much a mother; you
have several siblings you know, the eld-
estin college.

What can one say to a three-year-old
who died?

That, all these years, your mother has
refused to be cloaked behind “honour”,
that false shield which the world puts
around victims of assault like her, erasing
them completely of every iota of an iden-
tity, making it just that much easier to for-
getand move on. That, blocked every step
of the way by a hostile government and a

reluctant police, Bilkis has kept going, forc-
ing another door open when one closed.

Many fellow travellers have fallen by
the wayside, but she has kept the faith;
doing so, not surprisingly, along with and
backed by other women.

What can one say to a three-year-old
who died?

That, they might tell you the world
has come a long way from 2002, point
to you another train, the bullet one, for
example. Give you data, to show more
girls now survive birth, finish school,
enter college, find jobs, and get married
of their choice, even if they are blind to
the struggle each one of that step is.

But is that any comfort for a three-
year-old, to know what could have been?
[am not sure.

What can one say to a three-year-old

whodied?

That, despite her own struggle, which
many fear has come full circle with the re-
lease of the 11 convicts, Bilkis is carrying
on. For your sake, for her own mother, her
aunts, uncles, others, your siblings.

And yes, for you, me, all of us, for whom
this case remains a lightning rod as to
whether justice has meaning.

So, what can one say to a three-year-old
whodied?

That, she is not forgotten. And that as
longasthatisthe case,aslongasBilkis stands
there asking questions, it can all change in
the bat of an eyelid — for you, me, all of us.

That's what scares them.

As love goes, there are few to parallel
Bilkis's,and you Saleha, will always have that.

National Editor Shalini Langer
curates the ‘She Said’ column

New Delhi
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Enough
of religious
hatred

THE SIGHT of Muslim mobs in Hyderabad
last week threatening publicly to behead
the BJP politician who they believe in-
sulted the Prophet of Islam was horrifying
and disturbing. Whatever the wretched
man said he wasimmediately arrested for
itand suspended by his party. That should
have been the end of it. Cries of ‘sar tan se
juda’ have no place in India. This is not an
Islamic country and we do not have blas-
phemy laws, so in more ways than one, the
fanaticsin thatmob are as guilty of a crime
as the politician they want to behead.
Disrespecting the rule of law is as bad as
disrespecting someone’s faith. More im-
portantly, the Islamists who believe that
their Prophet demands the beheading of
those who cast aspersions on Him, must
be reminded that they cannot impose bar-
baric Islamic punishments in a country
populated with ‘infidels’ and idolators.
Most of us are proud to be unbelievers.

The problem is that in the ‘new India’
there is not a single political leader who
has the moral authority to control Islamist
fanatics. This is because of too much in-
dulgence of Hindutva fanatics and be-
cause of allowing an atmosphere of ha-
tred founded on grievances from
medieval times. This atmosphere has
been created not by Hindutva lowlifes
who vomit out their bile daily on social
media against Muslims, liberals, leftists
and (mysteriously) George Soros.

The real problem has been created by
BJP ‘intellectuals’ who appear not to no-
tice how they demean India and the
Indian idea of faith with their hysterical
diatribes against Islam. The other culprits
are rabid, Hindutva-minded TV anchors
who use their primetime shows to openly
exhibit their hatred of Islam and Muslims.
In doing this they add fuel to a fire that is
already showing signs of burning deep
holes in the social fabric of India.

Itis not about the ‘Ganga-Jamuni san-
skriti’ they so revile but about trying to
save this country from being torn apart by
ancient hatreds. Why is it so hard for them
to see that the Muslims who live in India
today are not responsible for the horrors
wreaked upon this land by barbarous
Muslim invaders? Why is to so hard for
them to see that Muslims in India are not
a small minority that can be cowed into
submission by lynchings, campaigns
against ‘love jihad’ or the erasure of
Muslim names of cities and streets.
Turning mosques back into temples and
insulting the Prophet Mohammad has not
intimidated Muslim communities across
India. It has emboldened them to fight
harder for equal rights.

The more that they are kept out of
playing their rightful role in the political
and cultural life of a country that belongs
as much to them as to Hindus, the more
they are likely to turn to insane jihadism.
In the 20 years since 9/11, when Islamist
violence spread across the world, Indian
Muslims have kept away from joining the
armies of al-Qaeda and ISIS. This indicates
that they have felt safe in India. Some of
the extreme positions that we see today,
like the demand for girls to wear ‘hijab’ in
schools and colleges are because of the
hostility that has been directed at them
simply because they are Muslims.

Inrecent weeks, after bulldozers came
to be the weapon that the Indian state has
started using to crush dissent, Muslims
would be right to feel more insecure than
they ever have before. It is no secret that
the bulldozers seem to find mostly
Muslim houses to demolish whenever
there has been violence or rioting. It does
not help that every time there is violence,
senior ministers and BJP spokesmen
openly declare that Muslim jihadists are
traitors who want to destroy India. They
find links between the protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) and
the public rage that has been caused by
perceived insults to the Prophet.

Ifthereisa consistentlink, itis in the sys-
tematic way Muslims have been made to
feellike lesser citizens in the past eight years.
In Narendra Modi's first tenure there were
the lynchings and the attacks on cattle farm-
ersand meat traders by cow vigilantes. Only
once did the Prime Minister speak out
against these attacks and that was after Dalit
youths were tied to a car in Gujarat and
beaten publicly by upper caste Hindus for
the ‘crime’ of skinning a dead cow.

After winning his second term, the
Prime Minister remained silent until Nupur
Sharma’s reckless comment caused the
whole Islamic world to erupt in collective
rage. Indian officials then went out of their
way to assuage the hurt sentiments of the
leaders of Islamic countries, but so far there
has been no attempt by the Prime Minister
toassure Indian Muslims that they will al-
ways be equal citizens in India. It is time
that he did speak up so that his Hindutva
followers start calming down. He must
know that his dream of making India into
a developed country will not come true if
this communal cauldron boils over.

In this column, I have repeated ad nau-
seum, thatitis time fora Truth Commission,
atwhich Hindus and Muslims can come to-
gether to settle their differences. Is it be-
cause the BJP benefits more at election time
from dividing Hindus and Muslims than
bringing them together that this has not
happened? It certainly seems that way.
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Marker WATCH

O1L BENCHMARKS POST GAINS

New York: Oil prices ended higher on Friday, boosted by signals
from Saudi Arabia that OPEC could cut output. Brent gained 44%
for the week ending at $100.99 a barrel, while WTI rose as much as
2.5% to settle at $93.06 a barrel. REUTERS
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AMID DELAYS IN RELEASE OF EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS POST COVID

Need for more frequent labour data
by govt fIagged W|th focus onrural

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 27

THECENTRE is learnt to have held
discussions at the highest level to
lookinto the delayin frequency of
the release of government em-
ployment-unemployment data,
with one of the main concerns
pertaining to the time lag in the
release of the official Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) as
against privately-conducted sur-
veys such as the one brought out
by Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE).

Inrecent meetings held at the
Cabinet Secretariat attended by
statistical department and Union
Labour Ministry representatives,
discussions converged on the
need toimprove the frequency of
the labour market data, especially
in the aftermath of the Covid-19
pandemic, a senior government
official said.

“There was a meeting held in
the Cabinet Secretariat. PLFS is
takenoutby the statistical depart-
ment and they have to follow in-
ternational norms. There is also
more scrutiny: whether random
sampling is happening or not, ur-
ban-rural population parameters,
agriculture-industry proportion,
and so there are limitations. We
have asked to increase the fre-
quency (of the official data re-
lease),” this official told The Sunday
Express.

The person further said that
the discussions have been held in
the context that any delay in the
release of the government dataon
employment-unemployment
tends to raise questions about its
credibility, even as PLFS data is

Aworker at a furniture factory in Sopore. File

Software,
database
® issues

EXPLAINED

THE PLFS data, considered
to be among the most vi-
tal social indicators that
policymakers depend on,
faced delays in release in
recent times due to
glitches in a software ap-
plication developed by
the World Bank as well as
database-related issues.
These delays got even
longer after Covid.

more robust than the privately-
conducted surveys.

“PLFS is a much more robust
survey. In the private surveys,
thereisagreater skew towards ur-
banareas and the methodology is
also different, you have to keep
changing the set otherwise biases
creep in. But they haven't done it.
There are gaps in these surveys.
Why should we find fault ... if our
data doesn’t go public, they think
we are hiding or there’s some-
thing wrong. But that’s not true.
Look at EPFO payroll data:
whether increase or decrease, it
comesoutat20thof every month.
Data release should not be de-
layed,” the official said, asserting
that these points were flagged at
the Cabinet Secretariat meeting.

The National Statistical Office
(NSO) under the Ministry of
Statistics of Programme and
Implementation (MoSPI) con-
ducts the PLFS for ruraland urban
areas. Labour data for rural areas
is published annually, while that

for urban areas is released every
quarter. Thereisa gap of atleasta
year in the release of the annual
PLFS report. In recent times, PLFS
for 2020-21 (July-June) was re-
leased in June 2022, while the
PLEFS for 2019-20 was released in
July2021 and that for2018-19 was
released in June 2020. On the
other hand, Mumbai-based CMIE
comes out with more frequent
dataforunemploymentonadaily,
weekly or even monthly basis.
Initslatest report presented to
Parliament in August, the
Standing Committee on Finance
too flagged the time lag in the re-
lease of the PLFS, citing that the
quarterly PLFS for July-September
2020 wasreleased in August 2021,
for October-December 2020 in
September 2021 and for January-
March 2021 in November 2021.
The Committee pointed out
that the employment data pro-
vided by PLFS, being one of the
“mostimportant social-indicators,
vital to policymakers”, should be

‘OTT platforms set to be a
312,000-cr industry by 2023’

The OTT market is likely to overpower the multiplex
business and set to become a nearly ¥12,000-crore
industry in India by 2023, a SBI Research report said

18.4 crore

Subscriber count seen
by free (ad-supported)
OTT offerings as of
2017, which mayrise to:
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industry share and revenue already
chipped away by OTT, whichis
consistently growing with over
40-odd players and offering
original media contentinall
language

OTT subscribers
45 C r todayinthe

country, as per various industry
reports, whichis expected toreach
50 crore by end-2023
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Over-the-top platforms, or OTTs, may lead to a repeat of the sudden death of VCR/VCP/DVD
industry which had boomed in the 1980s

—— BRIEFLY —

IndiGodirectors

New Delhi: Shareholders of
IndiGo parent InterGlobe
Aviation, at the annual gen-
eral meeting, cleared ap-
pointment of 3 directors —
Air Chief Marshal (Retd)
Birender Singh Dhanoa and
former Shell India chairman
Vikram Singh Mehta as in-
dependent directors, and
former Sebi chief Meleveetil
Damodaran as non-inde-
pendent non-executive di-
rector — as well as re-ap-
pointment of Anil Parashar
asadirector. PTI

IMF Deputy MD

Jackson Hole: The tradeoffs
facing global central bankers
— between jobs, inflation
and growth — are likely to
getworse in comingyearsas
the world struggles to right
job markets and supply
chains, and price pressures
continue, Gita Gopinath, the
International Monetary
Fund’s first deputy manag-
ing director, said. REUTERS

Source: SBI Research/PTI

produced periodically without
time lag. The MoSP], in its reply,
said the PLFS has increased the
frequency to annual data as
againstoncein five years earlier. It
cited the glitches in the software
application developed by the
World Bank (WB) and database-
related issues for the delay. PLFS
was initially conducted using the
Computer Assisted Personal
Interview (CAPI) application de-
veloped by the World Bank with
high expectations to improve the
time lag to a great extent. While a
number of problems encountered
inthe WBapplication were sorted
out, a database-related major
problem could not be. Multiple re-
vised versions of the CAPI appli-
cation provided by the WB for ad-
dressing this problem failed to
clearthe security audit, whichisa
mandatory requirement for any
software application for use by the
government, the report said quot-
ing the MoSPI's response.

The ministry then discontin-

ued the WB's CAPl applicationand
in late 2018 had to resort to the
conventional paper-assisted per-
sonal interview mode for PLFS.
The manual mode of data collec-
tion and data processing resulted
inconsiderable lagin PLFS reports.
“The deteriorationin the working
conditions in the field and other-
wise due to the Covid-19 pan-
demiconly aggravated theissue,”
thereportsaid.It, however,added
that the NSO has released recent
PLFS bulletins such as the one for
January-March 2022 with a time
lag of only two-and-half months
which was earlier 8-10 months.

The discussions within the
government now have also fo-
cused on the need for more fre-
quent data for rural areas as well.
“We are insisting that the gesta-
tion period should be reduced for
the PLFS survey. We had data for
2019-20, now we have for 2020-
21. We should improve the fre-
quency. Rural data should come
quarterly like urban data but it is
still coming annually. They (CMIE)
take out weekly, monthly, daily,”
the official said.

Experts said that the CMIE be-
ingapanel survey has limitations
in providing detailed analysis be-
yond the headline numbers.
“Theirs is a panel survey. CMIE
survey asks very limited questions
soitdoesn’thave therichnessand
analytical richness that the PLFS
has. PLFS is much more complex.
If you are looking at finer charac-
teristics rather than broad num-
bers like unemployment-em-
ployment rate, CMIE can’t give it,
but PLFS can,” Pronab Sen, former
Chief Statistician of India, said.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

CoinSwitch CEO says
cooperating with ED

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
BENGALURU,AUGUST 27

COINSWITCH, THE unicorn
crypto app, on Saturday said it is
cooperating with the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
while the central agency searches
the company’s office.

Taking to Twitter todismiss al-
legations of money laundering,
co-founder & CEO Ashish Singhal
said it was a mere attempt by the
ED to understand his company’s
business model, functioning and
other processes. However, Retiters
reported thata source with direct
knowledge of the case told the
news agency that the case relates
to suspected violations of India’s
foreign exchange laws.

ED agents further inquired
about CoinSwitch's foreign invest-
ments, income and outflows to
check on compliance and seized
financial documents, the source
told the news agency.

Singhal, revealing details
about the searches which began
on Thursday, said the last few
days’ events have nothing to do
with money laundering or the

Bitcoin dips
below $20,000

Bengaluru: Bitcoin dipped
below $20,000 on Saturday,
continuing a drop that has
taken it down nearly 60 per
cent from its year high.
Bitcoin, the world’s biggest
and best-known cryptocur-
rency, was last down 1.5 per
cent at $19,946 on Saturday,
down $298 from its previ-
ous close. It is down 58.7
per cent from the year’s
high of $48,234 hit on
March 28. REUTERS

Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA). “Enforcement
Directorate - Bengaluru has been
engaged with us with respect to
functioning of our crypto plat-
forms [ exchanges. We are fully co-
operating with them,” Singhal
tweeted. “Our engagement with
the Enforcement Directorate -
Bengaluruwas NOT related to any
money laundering enquiry under
PMLA, as reported in some news
articles.” he further said. FE

‘Netflix eyes $7-9 a mth offering with ads’

REUTERS
BENGALURU, AUGUST 27

NETFLIX INCis looking to charge
about $7 to $9 per month for its
new advertising-supported sub-
scription plan, Bloomberg News
reported late on Friday.

The company plans to intro-
duce its budget-friendly option
in the final three months of the
year across at least half a dozen

geographies. However, the full
rollout may have to wait until
early next year, the report said.

It plans to sell around four
minutes of commercials per
hour for the ad-supported serv-
ice, showing ads before and dur-
ing the shows, the report said,
citing people familiar with the
matter. The streaming giant de-
clined to comment on the report
and its pricing plan.

Rival Walt Disney Co had in

March announced it will offer a
cheaper, ad-supported version
of its Disney+ streaming service
later this year.

Netflix's goal is to attract sub-
scribers who are ready to watch
shows with advertisements, at
almost half of its current price
plan that costs $15.49 per
month.

The plan for ad-supported
subscription comes after it re-
ported a loss of about 200,000

subscribers in the first quarter
this year against the backdrop of
rising inflation squeezing con-
sumer spending.

“Those who have followed
Netflix know that I've been
against the complexity of adver-
tising, and a big fan of the sim-
plicity of subscription. But as
much as I'm a fan of that, 'm a
bigger fan of consumer choice,”
chief executive Reed Hastings
had said in April.

INTERVIEW WITH NON-EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN, MARUTI SUZUKI

‘Maruti Suzuki goes beyond
auto, it’s the story of India’s
manufacturmg potential’

MARUTI SUZUKI India, the na-
tion’s largest carmaker, completes
40years of its operations this year.
When Maruti was set up, the life
expectancy given to the nascent
public sector-run unit that part-
nered with a Japanese company
was rather short, its non-execu-
tive Chairman RCBHARGAVA told
this newspaper. “People called it
apolitical project. Today, everyone
takes the automobile industry in
India and the success story of the
last four decades as a given,” he
pointed out. In a chat with
PRANAV MUKUL and ANIL SAS],
he recounted the early days of
Maruti and detailed some of the
key milestones in the company’s
initial strategies that charted its
course to becoming a case-study
for the Indian manufacturing sec-
tor. Edited excerpts:

What are some elements of
the Maruti story that canbe
emulated by India’s
manufacturing sector today?

The first thing that applies to
us is the whole question of trust:
how importantis trust. Unfortun-
ately, largely thanks to our colo-
nial past,our whole systemis built
on distrust. The British rules and
regulations, which we have
largely continued, are all based on
system of checks and balances.
Checksand balances lead toenor-
mous delays everywhere.

With Suzuki, one of the rea-
sons why this whole thing went
so smoothly is because of Osamu
Suzuki, and therefore Suzuki
Motor Company had no distrust
with their Indian partners right
from the beginning. Once [ asked
Mr Suzuki, why did you take this
decision to partner with the gov-
ernment at a time when no com-
pany was willing to put money
into India. He said, “the first time
when I met MrV Krishnamurthy
(founder chairman of Maruti
Udyog Ltd) and you, I judged that
these are two guys I can work
with.”That'sit. Normally, Japanese
doaverybigsurvey of the country
they’re going to enter. Nissan was
doing that looking at the compo-
nent industry. He did nothing.

The second factor that worked
inourfavour —we had madeade-
cision that we have to learn from
the Japanese and see if we could
do in India what the Japanese
were doing in Japan. I think that
was amajor decision. We became
learners. The important factor that
led to our success (was) that we
were willing to learn from Japan.

We had enough experience to
realise that we can’t just trans-
plant practices from a different
country to India. So our role be-
came to learn from Japan and to
adapt those practicesina manner
that while the result would re-
main what we wanted, some
tweaks in the method would
make it implementable in the
Indian environment.

Whatare some of these
lessons that Maruti took from
the Japanese culture inits early
days? And how easy or
difficult was it for acompany
in the government setup to
absorb these changes?

When we talk that we adapt-
ed Japanese management culture,
itdoesn'tmeanwe adapted in cut
and paste. What are these major
changes? The mostimportant one
was to change the relationship be-
tween the management and
workers. Those were the days of
frequent strikes and labour un-
rests. The biggest contributor to
the success was the contribution
of workers. The traditional think-
ing that labour and capital are al-
waysin conflictis actually a fallacy.
It was valid when there was no
competition, when quality and
cost didn’t matter too much. This
is what the Japanese did and we
had to do in India — to convince

RCBhargava File

the workers that they and the
company were linked in terms of
understanding what each would
be at the end of one’s career span
of 35years.InJapan,it's much sim-
pler because everybody is edu-
cated and disciplined. Our situa-
tion is very different. That's why
we had to adapt. We wanted
workers tobeina certain frame of
mind. It took time, several years.

For example, attendance in a
factory.InIndia, the usual practice
is that 85 per cent of the working
days, the worker comes to work,
the remainingis all kinds of leaves.
The Japanese told us right in the
beginning — Mr Suzuki said that
you have to have at least 95 per
cent attendance. He cut out the
leave reserve, he said you can’t
have a leave reserve. After few
years, we were getting more than
95 per cent attendance. Second
was punctuality. Inmost factories,
the actual working time is maybe
5-6 hours. A shift of 8 hours had
to mean workers worked for 8
hours. So they had to come 15-20
minutes before the shift started.
This was a new culture but with
various ways we got that going.

Just not having leave reserves
meant higher productivity by 15
per cent. Starting work on time is
another 15-20 per cent productiv-
ity increase. Then we started this
system of annual maintenance
shutdown. It served two purpo-
ses.It’'san eight-day block Sunday
to Sunday. It gives employees a
chance to go off on a small break.
Soyou have the workers going off
at the same time, so in a way this
compensates people. Second ben-
efit is that it prevents machines
breaking down in the course of
production. Preventive mainte-
nance meant every item of ma-
chines was overhauled, parts were
changed. These things led to
much higher productivity.

What was among the most
important strategies when it
came to human resources?

We had towin the trust of our
workers. They didn’t have to do
that in Japan and that required
some work. Every month, lwould
personally have a meeting with
the union executives. Before the
meeting, we would circulate a
note on some aspect of industrial
working to educate the workers.
This process carried on and on.
During the meeting, we would try
to educate them on other aspects
— why management and work-
erstogether canactually beawin-
win for both sides, whereas if you
fightwith each other neitherwins.

Unfortunately, we don’t recog-
nise that, ourlabour laws don’t re-
cognise that. Most managements
also don’t realise that their inter-
ests are aligned with those of the
workers. And the results showed
for us: within 10 years of starting
our operations in the early 1990s,
more than 2,000 of our workers
had their own houses. People who
were 25 or 26 or 27 years old were
house owners. Alarge number of
our workers today own cars.
Children of our workers today are
workingas doctors, lawyers, con-
sultancy companies, MNCs, etc.
Our commitment to workers was
thatwhen the company prospers,
you will share that prosperity.

The fact is that majority
of customers are small
car users and will remain
small car users for along
time to come. No
country in the world has
200 million plus scooter
owners... So what will
they upgrade to? Has to
below-cost cars”

How crucial was the decision
to start exporting cars?

The decision to export cars
was essentially to expose our-
selves to competition. At that time,
Maruti was getting all the praise
in the Indian market. But the fact
is that there was nobenchmark to
see whether we were producing
quality cars. Hindustan Motors
and Premier were not bench-
marks. The only thing which we
could've learned from was from
outside. Expose yourself to
European standards and learn
from there.

Suzuki didn’t back the initial
export plan. Mr Krishnamurthy
was also opposed to it. He said
we're not going to make any
money out of this and we will get
abad name. But somebody hasto
pay the cost of learning, and we
hadtolearn.

I was the managing director,
sol had the last word. Cars had to
be homologated to European
standards and Suzuki said we
can't help you, we don’t have the
manpower. Butour engineers said
theywill getit done. They got cars
homologated in France and Italy.
And Suzuki started helpingwhen
we were selling. There were a lot
of quality issues in the beginning
— things thatwe never thought of.
They looked at the gap between
the door and the fender and said
the gap is not uniform. I never
looked at it before. Little things like
this, it was quite a learning expe-
rience. We didn’t make money
but we learned.

There are alot of other players
from Japan, Europe and
America that have comein
subsequently but have not
tasted the success in India that
they've seen elsewhere like in
China. Why is that?

One, the market here has not
grown as fast as the Chinese car
market. India is a small car mar-
ket despite all this hype about
SUVs and customers moving to-
wardsbigger carsand all that. The
fact is that majority of customers
are small car users and will remain
small car users for a long time to
come. No country in the world has
200 million plus scooter owner
strength. Ascooter owner doesn't
user a scooter out of choice. He
usesitout of compulsion because
he can'tafford, but his aspiration is
to buy a four-wheeler. So what
will these 200 million people up-
grade to? Has to be low-cost cars.

This feeling that India will be-
come a large car market doesn’t
recognise the reality of our situa-
tion. Lot of people are making this
mistake. All these people who
came toIndia, whatdid they come
to India with? Mostly big cars.
Who succeeded in India first?
Daewoo got success because they
had asmall car, Hyundai was suc-
cessful because they had a small
car. Tata got successful because
they had the Indica. Having a reli-
ablelow-cost carenables millions
of Indians to start economic activ-
ities. Today, the percentage of
women in the job market as em-
ployees or entrepreneursis much
higher than it used to be. One of
the things that has made this pos-
sibleis the availability of low-cost
reliable transport.

Meta head of virtual reality platform Horizon leaving company

KATIE PAUL &
STEPHENNELLIS
SANFRANCISCO, AUGUST 27

META PLATFORMS Inc’s chief of
its virtual reality social platform
Horizon, the main gateway for ac-
cessing the metaverse that the
company is pouring billions of
dollars into building, is leaving for
anew opportunity, he told Reuters
on Friday. A spokesman for
Facebook-owner Meta confirmed
the departure of Vice President

Vivek Sharma and said his team
would report directly to Vishal
Shah, vice president of Metaverse.

Sharmadeclined to elaborate.

He was responsible for devel-
oping the persistent, immersive
virtual environment that users ex-
perience when inside Meta’s
metaverse, primarily accessible
via the company’s virtual reality
devices such as its Oculus head-
sets. Although the business asso-
ciated with the company’s virtual
worlds is still nascent, the aim is
to make those worlds the main
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Meta headquarters at Menlo
Park, California. Arfile

place where brands and third-
party developers canreach Meta’s
user base if the metaverse takes
off.

Platforms created by Sharma’s
team include Horizon Worlds, an
expansive VR world-building
platform, and Horizon Venues,
whichis focused on virtual events.

Horizon Workrooms, avirtual
conferencing technology aimed
at business customers, is run by
Meta’s enterprise-focused “home
and work” division.

Sharma’s departure comeson

the heels of an embarrassing
episode for Meta involving
Horizon Worlds, in which critics
mocked the graphics quality of
chief executive officer Mark
Zuckerberg’s avatar after he
posted a screenshot of it on
Facebook.

Zuckerberg posted a second
image days later showing a more
sophisticated avatar. He acknowl-
edged that the earlier image was
“pretty basic” and promised “ma-
jorupdates to Horizon and avatar
graphics comingsoon.” REUTERS

New Delhi

Bengaluru: Meta Platforms
Inc’s Facebook has in-princi-
ple agreed to settle a lawsuit
in the San Francisco federal
court seeking damages for
letting third parties includ-
ing Cambridge Analytica ac-
cess the private data of users,
acourt filing showed.

The financial terms were
not disclosed in the filing on

FB to settle data privacy lawsuit

Friday that asked the judge
to put the class action on
hold for 60 days until the
lawyers for both plaintiffs
and Facebook finalize a writ-
ten settlement. The four-
year-old lawsuit alleged that
Facebook violated consumer
privacy laws by sharing per-
sonal data of users with third
parties. REUTERS
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UN TrREATY TO PROTECT SEA LIFE
NATIONS FAIL TO REACH DEAL

Diplomats from around the world have failed to reach agreement on a UN treaty
designed to protect marine life on the high seas, after a fifth round of talks ended
inimpasse. A proposed treaty would set rules for protecting biodiversity in
two-thirds of the world’s ocean areas that are outside of national jurisdictions.
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Dugong is the first
large vertebrate to go
functionally extinct

CHINA
‘Seacow’ that
evoked mermaids

extinct: Study

THE DUGONG, a species of
so-called sea cow that
roams the ocean floor in
Asia and Africa and is said
to have inspired ancient
legends of mermaids, has
been spotted off China’s
southern coast for cen-
turies. Not lately, though. A
new study suggests that
the dugong has become
the first large vertebrate to
go functionally extinct in
China’s coastal waters, the
resultof arapid population
collapse there that beganin
the mid-1970s. “Functional
extinction” means that
even if some dugongs are
alive off China’s coast, their
numbers are too small to
maintain a viable popula-
tion. Dugongs are occasion-
ally entangled in fishing
nets, and the seagrass that
they eathas degraded over
the years. NYT

MEXICO

6 of 43 missing
students given
to Army: Official

Mexico City: Six of the 43
college students “disap-
peared” in 2014 were al-
legedly kept alive in a
warehouse for days then
turned over to the local
Army commander who
ordered them killed, the
Mexican government of-
ficial leading a Truth
Commission said Friday.
Interior Undersecretary
Alejandro Encinas made
the revelation directly ty-
ing the military to one of
Mexico’s worst human
rights scandals. AP

TURKEY
7PKKmembers
killedinnorthlraq

Istanbul: Turkey's military
"neutralised”  seven
members of the banned
Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) in an operation in
northernIraq, the Defence
Ministry said on Saturday.
"Our operations will con-
tinue until the last terror-
ist is neutralised,” the
ministry said on Twitter.
It typically uses the word
"neutralised” to mean
killed. REUTERS

LIBYA
Shootouts, blasts
shake capital

Tripoli: Rival factions bat-
tled across Libya’s capital
on Saturday in the worst
fighting there for two
years as an eyewitness
said forces aligned witha
parliament-backed ad-
ministration moved on
the city to try to take
power. The Tripoli gov-
ernment’s health min-
istry gave a preliminary
toll of 12 people, with 87
injured, but did not say
how many were civilians
orfighters.  REUTERS

SERBIA
No EuroPride
duetothreats

Belgrade: Serbiawon’tal-
low a pan-European
LGBTQPride event to take
place in Belgrade next
month, the president said
Saturday, citing threats
from right-wing extrem-
ists and fears of clashes.
President Aleksandar
Vucic announced the de-
cision and also proposed
extending the term of
Serbia’s PM, who identi-
fies asalesbian. AP

UKRAINE, RUSSIA TRADE BLAME ON ZAPORIZHZHIA PLANT

Risk of radioactive leak high at

lodine tablets
given to people
around the site

shelled nuclear plant:

AGENCIES
KYIV,AUGUST 27

CONCERN ABOUT the potential
for a radiation leak at Europe’s
largest nuclear power plant per-
sisted as Ukrainian authorities
said on Saturday that Russian
forces fired on areas just across
the river and Russia claimed
Ukrainian shelling hita building
where nuclear fuel is stored.
Authorities were distributing
iodine tablets to residents who
live near the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant in case of radiation
exposure, which can cause health
problems. The UN’s nuclear
watchdog has assembled a team
of experts tovisit the Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power Plantin southeast-
ernUkraine asearly as nextweek.
Much of the concern centres
on the cooling systems for the
plant’s nuclear reactors. The
Ukrainian and Russian govern-
ments have accused the other of
shelling the complex, raising
fears of a possible catastrophe.
Periodic shelling has dam-
aged the power station’s infra-
structure, Ukraine’s nuclear
power operator, Energoatom,
said Saturday. “There are risks of
hydrogen leakage and sputtering
of radioactive substances, and
the fire hazard is high,” it said.
Inthe latest conflicting attack
reports, the governor of Ukraine’s
Dnipropetrovsk region, Valentyn
Reznichenko, said Saturday that
Grad missiles and artillery shells
hit the cities of Nikopol and
Marhanets, each located about

TOLLNEARS 1,000
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Afactory destroyed by a Russian strike in the city of
Slovyansk, in Donetsk region. Reuters

10 km (6 miles) from the plant.
But Russian Defense Ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov
said Ukrainian forces had fired
on the plant from Marhanets.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said it was
essential for IAEA representatives
to getto the plant soon.” “The sit-
uation remains precarious and
dangerous,” Zelenskyy said .

‘Russia can’t stop war’

Former President Dmitry
Medvedev,now deputy chair-
man of Russia's Security Council,
said on Friday that Moscow
would not stop its military cam-
paignin Ukraine even if Kyiv for-
mally renounced its aspirations
to join NATO. "Renouncing its
participation in NATO s vital, but
itis already insufficient to estab-
lish peace," Medvedev said.

Flood-ravaged Pak
to deploy Army
to assist in rescue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 27

THE PAKISTAN government has
decided to call in the Army to
help in the rescue and relief op-
erations after many parts of the
country were ravaged by the
worst floods in over a decade
that has affected more than 33
million people, Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah said on Saturday.
So far 982 people have been
killed due to floods across
Pakistan. As many as 45 people
died in the past 24 hours, accord-
ing to the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA).
Another 1,456 people were
hurt, with 113 injuries reported
in the last 24 hours, it said.
Interior Minister Sanaullah
said the armed forces were being
deployed to help in the rescue
work. He said the troops have
been called in under Article 245
of the Constitution, which em-
powers the government to sum-
mon the Army to deal with an
emergency. A formal notification
issued on Friday read that the ex-

YAMAGAMI ToLD PoLICE HE KiLLED ABE BECAUSE OF His TiEs WITH A RELIGIOUS GROUP

Avolunteer evacuates a
flood victim in Charsadda,
Pakistan on Saturday. Reuters

Operator

Deal to export
Ukraine grain
passes milestone

MORE THAN one million metric
tons of grain have been exported
from Ukraine under adeal toend
Russia’s blockade of Black Sea
ports, UN officials said on
Saturday, hailing what they
called a “remarkable” achieve-
ment, but acknowledging that
there was still along way to go.
The grain deal got cargo ves-
sels moving again after the
monthslong blockade had ag-
gravated a global food crisis,
helped stoke famine in Africaand
contributed to soaring prices. On
Saturday, the United Nations
credited the deal with helping
drive down prices and restore
confidence as the world grapples
with food insecurity. NYT

Putin makes it easier for
Ukrainians to live in Russia

REUTERS
MOSCOW, AUGUST 27

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin on Saturday signed a de-
cree introducing financial bene-
fits for people who left Ukrainian
territory to come to Russia, in-
cluding pensioners, pregnant
women and disabled people.
The decree, published on a
government portal, establishes
monthly pension payments of
10,000 roubles ($170) for people
who have been forced to leave
the territory of Ukraine since
Feb. 18. Disabled people will also

85 RESCUED FROM PHILIPP
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be eligible for the same monthly
support, while pregnant women
are entitled to a one-off benefit.
The decree says the payments
willbe made tocitizens of Ukraine
and the self-styled Donetsk and
Luhansk People’s Republics. On
Feb. 18, Putin ordered every per-
son who arrived in Russia from
Donetsk and Luhansk to be given
apayment of 10,000 roubles

INES FERRY FIRE

FBI: Trump mixed top secret
documents with magazines

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 27

FOURTEEN OF the 15 boxes recov-
ered from former President
Donald Trump’s Florida estate
early this year contained classified
documents, many of them top se-
cret, mixed in with miscellaneous
newspapers, magazines and per-
sonal correspondence, according
to an FBI affidavit released Friday.

No space at Trump’s Mar-a-
Lago estate was authorised for
the storage of classified material,
according to the court papers,
which laid out the FBI's rationale
for searching the property this
month, including “probable
cause to believe that evidence of
obstruction will be found.”

The 32-page affidavit —
redacted to protect the safety of
witnesses and law enforcement
officials and “the integrity of the
ongoing probe” — offers the most
detailed description todate of the
governmentrecords being stored
at Mar-a-Lago long after Trump

What has
Trump
@ argued?

EXPLAINED

TRUMP, IRATE over the
records investigation, is-
sued a statement Friday
saying that he and his team
have cooperated with the
Justice Department and that
his representatives “GAVE
THEM MUCH.” That's at
odds with the portrayal of
the Trump team in the affi-
davit and the fact that FBI
search occurred despite
warnings months earlier.

left the White House. It also re-
veals the gravity of the govern-
ment’s concerns that the docu-
ments were there illegally.

The document makes clear
how the haphazard retention of
top secret records, and the appar-
ent failure to safeguard them de-
spite months of entreaties from

US officials, has exposed Trump to
legal peril just as he lays ground-
work for 2024 presidential run.
“The government is conduct-
inga criminal investigation con-
cerning the improper removal
and storage of classified infor-
mation in unauthorised spaces,
as well as the unlawful conceal-
ment or removal of government
records,” an FBI agent wrote on
the first page of the affidavit.
Documents previously made
publicshow that federal agentsare
investigating potential violations
of multiple federal laws, including
onethatgoverns gathering, trans-
mitting or losing defence informa-
tion under the Espionage Act.
Trump has long insisted that
he cooperated with government
officials. His attorneys late Friday
repeated their request for ap-
pointment of an independent
special master to review the doc-
uments taken from the home,
saying redacted affidavit doesn’t
give Trump sufficientinformation
about why the search took place
orwhat materials were removed.

Pope expands ranks of cardinals

who will likely p

REUTERS & AP
VATICANCITY, AUGUST 27

POPE FRANCIS on Saturday in-
ducted 20 cardinals from around
the world, including India,
choosing men who mostly agree
with his vision of a more pro-
gressive and inclusive Church
and influencing their choice of
his eventual successor.

Francis, 85, presided at a cer-
emony known as a consistory,
telling the new cardinals to show
concern for ordinary people de-
spite the high rank that will bring
them into contact with the pow-

]

All 85 passengers and crew of an inter-island ferry that caught fire near its port destination
south of Manila have been rescued, Philippine officials said Saturday. The ferry was more
than a kilometer away from the Batangas port when smoke emerged from the second deck
followed by flames, forcing many passengers to jump into the water in panic. AP

act number of troops and area of
deployment would be worked
out by respective provincial gov-
ernments in consultation with
the military operations direc-
torate and General Headquarters.

The devastating flash floods
have estimated to cost the
Pakistan’s economy over $4 bil-
lion in the current fiscal year as
the calamity has badly hurt agri-
culturalin Sindh and Balochistan,
according to a research report.

Wihile itis early to assess the
actual impact, Pakistan can re-
main highly vulnerable in the af-
termath of the floods.

Pope Francis during a
consistory ceremony at
Saint Peter's Basilica. Reuters

erful of the earth.

Those under 80 — 16 among
the 20 newcomers — can enter a
conclave toelect anew pope from

SUCCESSOr

among themselves after he dies
or resigns. They come from
Britain, South Korea, Spain, France,
Nigeria, Brazil, India, the US, East
Timor, Italy, Ghana, Singapore,
Paraguay, and Colombia.

Francis has now named 83 of
the 132 cardinals currently
young enough to join a conclave.
Underlining Francis’ attention to
those on society’s margins,
among the new cardinals is
Archbishop Anthony Poola of
Hyderabad, India. The prelate,
60, is the first member of the
Dalit community, considered the
lowest rung of India’s caste sys-
tem, to become a cardinal.

Country must manage
existing resources: Lanka
Central Bank Governor

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
COLOMBO, AUGUST 27

SRILANKA should learn to man-
age its economy with the limited
foreign exchange reserves,
Governor of the country’s
Central Bank  Nandalal
Weerasinghe has said.

Weerasinghe also com-
mented on the finance min-
istry’s recently imposed tempo-
rary suspension on the
importation of over 300 non-es-
sential goods in view of the
country’s current economic sit-
uation.

Sri Lankan government on

Wednesday slapped aban on the
import of 300 consumer items
like chocolates, perfumes and
shampoos as part of the cash-
strapped island nation's bid to
tackle its foreign exchange woes.

The decision is between
whether the people want to pur-
chase gas and fuel required for
basic essentials, or whether one
wants to purchase a television, a
refrigerator or a car, he said on
Friday. Weerasinghe said what
was important was to use the ex-
isting limited resources in a way
that benefits all, and the tempo-
rary import suspension would be
lifted once the situation returns
to normal, a news report said.

Spain passes law requiring ‘freely expressed’ consent for sex

EMMA BUBOLA
& JOSEBAUTISTA
AUGUST 27

SIX YEARS ago, an 18-year-old
woman was raped in a building
lobby by five men during the
bull-running festival in
Pamplona, Spain. The men
filmed it on a cellphone video,
which showed her still and with
her eyes shut during the assault.

Her case galvanised Spain,
and on Thursday it helped in-
spire Parliament to pass alaw on
consent that observers say could
transform sexual behavior in the
country. “It is not my law, but a
law for all the women, so let’s
move on,” the victim told the
Spanish newspaper El Pas.

Under the measure, any sex
that takes place without clear
consent can now be prosecuted
asrape. Before passage of the law,

for an act to be considered rape,
it needed to involve some sort of
violence or coercion. Otherwise
it fell into the category of sexual
abuse — alesser crime.

Advocates of the new law
have welcomed it as a strong
statement about the rights of
women, with Spain joining
countries, including Canada,
Sweden and Denmark that have
adopted a similar approach to
rape and consent.

“The feminist call of ‘only yes
means yes™ has “finally become
law in our country,” Irene
Montero, Spain’s minister of
equality, said Thursday.

The law does not require that
a “yes” to a sexual act be ex-
pressed verbally. But it does say
that “there is consent when it
has been freely expressed
through acts that, in view of the
circumstances of the case, clearly
express the will of the person.”

It remains to be seen how
courts will interpret what that
means as prosecutions are
brought under the new law. But
some experts hailed the meas-
ure as a big step forward.

The law “is a very significant
shift” since it moves away from
“consent being what usually a
man imagines a woman is think-
ing,” said Lise Gotell, a professor of
women’s and gender studies at
University of Alberta, Canada. NYT

Life destroyed by mother’s religion, says Abe murder suspect

MARIYAMAGUCHI
TOKYO,AUGUST 27

THE BRAZEN assassination of
former Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe with a handmade
gun shocked a nation unused to
high-profile political violence.
But there has been another
surprise in the weeks since the
murder as details have emerged
about an alleged assassin who
was well-off until his mother’s
huge donations to controversial
Unification Church left him poor,
neglected and filled with rage.
Some Japanese have ex-
pressed understanding, even
sympathy, for the 41-year-old

suspect, especially those of a
similar age who may feel pangs
of recognition linked to their
own suffering during three
decades of economic malaise
and social turmoil.

There have been suggestions
on social media that care pack-
ages should be sent to suspect
Tetsuya Yamagami’s detention
centre to cheer him up. And more
than 7,000 people have signed a
petition requesting prosecutor-
ial leniency for Yamagami, who
told police that he killed Abe, one
of Japan’s most powerful and di-
visive politicians, because of his
ties to an unnamed religious
group widely believed to be the
Unification Church.

Tetsuya Yamagami (centre) was detained near the site of
gunshots in Nara, western Japan. APfile

“If he hadn’t allegedly com-
mitted the crime, Yamagami
would deserve much sympathy.

There are many others who also
suffer” because of their parents’
faith, said Kimiaki Nishida, a

Rissho University psychology pro-
fessor and expert in cult studies.

Yamagami, who is being de-
tained for mental evaluation un-
tillate November, inaletter seen
by AP and tweets believed to be
his, said his family and life were
destroyed by the church because
of his mother’s huge donations.
Police confirmed that a draft of
Yamagami’s letter was found ina
computer confiscated from his
one-room apartment.

“After my mother joined the
church (in the 1990s), my entire
teenage years were gone, with
some 100 million yen ($735,000)
wasted,” he wrote. “It's notan ex-
aggeration to say my experience
during that time has kept dis-

New Delhi

torting my entire life.”
Yamagami was 4 when his
father, an executive of a com-
pany founded by the suspect’s
grandfather, killed himself. After
his mother joined the
Unification Church, she began
making big donations that bank-
rupted the family and shattered
Yamagami's hope of going to col-
lege. His brother later commit-
ted suicide. After a three-year
stintin the navy, Yamagami was
most recently a factory worker.
Part of the reason Yamagami's
case has strucka chord is because
he’s a member of what the
Japanese media have called a “lost
generation” that’s been stuck
with low-paying contract jobs.

Despite being the world’s
third-largest economy, Japan has
faced three decades of economic
turmoil and social disparity, and
many of those who grew up in
these years are unmarried and
are stuck with unstable jobs and
feelings of isolation and unease.

Yamagami’s case also has shed
light on the children of Unification
Church adherents. Many are neg-
lected, experts say, and there’s
been little help because govern-
mentand schools tend toresistin-
terference on religious freedom
grounds. “If our society had paid
more attention to the problems
over the past few decades, the at-
tack could have been prevented,”
said an expert. AP
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Standing up to Patriarchy
Mental-health struggles in women conceal social
concerns, where measuring up to social
standards of worthiness robs them of agency

® Review of NK Singh's Recalibrate:
Changing Paradigms

© Review of Guyjit Singh's The Harambee Factor
© Review of Vauhini Vara's The Irmmortal King Rao
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NO PLACE LIKE HOME

Watching some shows are as comforting as relishing chai-pakoda on rain-soaked evenings. Cutting the clutter of sinister crime dramas, these slice-of-life web-series bring in
lived experiences and relatable characters. They are set in parts of India that ravely feature in mainstream narrative now. In conversation with the creators of some of the
recent hits on OTT platforms, they speak of their decision to be firmly rooted in the milieu and how that proved to be rewarding

BY ALAKA SAHANI

Life in the
Slow Lane

Creators of Ghar Waapsi home in
on the small town

THE Ghar Waapsi team wondered how many people were
going to watch it when it dropped on Disney+ Hotstar last
month. “After all, no one was threatening to nuke a city
nor was the planet at stake. However, we knew those who
would watch it, would like it,” says director Ruchir Arun.
The team was overwhelmed when the show, about a 28-
year-old professional, who returns home to Indore for an
indefinite period after losing his job in Bengaluru, became
one of the most-watched new shows.

Popular television actor Vishal Vashishtha essays the
role of Shekhar Dwivedi. As he tries to find a new routine
and purpose in his old city, friends and memories that he
had left behind make a comeback in his life. “It’s not about
just telling a story. The audience today has keen eyes.
When something is truthful, they relate to it,” says Arun.

Conceptualised by Dice Media, it reflects the impact of the
pandemic and how it precipitated the return of many profes-
sionals to their hometowns. “This idea of homecoming was
lying dormant at Dice Media for some years. It found its rele-
vance now. Though the pandemic was the trigger, we con-
sciously don’t mentioniit,” says Bharat Mishra, who wrote the
show with Tatsat Pandey. Instead, the writers chose to focus on
the protagonist’s struggle to fit in even though he is in familiar
territory. Soon, his parents’ troubles and the distance between
siblings become a bigger concern than his unemployment.

Once the idea was greenlit in mid-2021, the two writers
spent hours talking to each other to develop the story. But
Mishra was in Pune while Pandey was in Indore. It was Indore
that proved to be the com-
mon link between the two.
While Pandey had lived
and studied there until he
completed his MBA from
Indian  Institute of
Management, Indore,
Mishra used to visit his
grandparents there during
his school vacations. As the
show’s creative director
Kartik Krishnan insisted on
making a tier-II city the
show’s setting, Dice Media
teamed them up to ensure
authenticity in the narra-

tive. Arun, who has di- (o) A still from Ghar Waapsi;
rected shows like Little (left to right) Tatsat Pandey,

Things(2019-21)andWhat g ir A d Bharat Mish
the Folks (2017-18), came < runand Bharatishra

onboard.

Asvisualised by the creators, Indore’s languid life and cul-
ture have seeped into the story. “In Indore, everything starts
and ends with food. If you ask someone for directions, that per-
son might reply something like: ‘If you go straight, then you
will find a pohe ki dukaan... then turn right towards a person
selling chhole bature,” says Pandey. That explains the profuse
mention of food on the show. The city’s “lovers’ point”, open
playgrounds and popular joints such as Red Bucket kachori
shop, too, are part of the narrative.

What kept their writing realistic, believes Pandey, is what
they had observed around them. “For the heart-to-heart chat
that Shekhar has with his sister on their terrace, [ imagined
talking to my elder brother after living away from home,” he
says. Similarly, Mishra revisited his relationship with his wife
and their courtship days. “On the show, Shekhar and his love
interest Riddhima arrived at the same decision at the time.
That's possible when a couple is into each other,” he says.

Arun and the writers read the script together to fine-tune
the coreidea. “The nok-jhok (banter) between Shekhar and his
siblings reminded me of the dynamics my father shared with
his brothers,” recalls Arun. Once the actors were on the sets,
they elevated the script with their interpretation. Vashishtha
stood out as the stoic protagonist while Atul Srivastava and
Vibha Chhibber seem effortless as his foodie father and short-
tempered mother, respectively. Ajitesh Gupta, who was the
lasttojoin the cast, is superb as Shekhar’s loyal friend Darshan.

In this age of edgy shows, Ghar Waapsi adopts an “unhur-
ried pace”. Arun was keen on the “gentle rhythm” of the place.
Pandey quips, “While telling the story of a slow-paced life, you
can’t possibly have fast-cut edit.”

SMALL WONDERS
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How Panchayat found its audience in the city

LIDE THE puris lower into the oil

to get them puffy and full, Neena

Gupta advises co-actor

Sanvikaa. It was Gupta chan-

nelling her improv strengths for

the birthday sequence of her
on-screen daughter.

This seemingly trivial tweaking by the
seasoned actor adds immense value to the
storytelling and the world of Panchayat
which is based on sharp observations, well-
defined characters and riveting perform-
ances. “Such an insight could have
only come from an actor like Neena
Jji,” says Panchayat’s director Deepak
Kumar Mishra. It’s a worthy re-
minder of the show’s ethos that says,
“Realise your truth”, even as the sec-
ond episode of Panchayat Season 2,
Bol Chaal Band, rolls out. Gupta plays
the role of Phulera panchayat’s head
Manju Devi, while Sanvikaa is her
daughter Rinki.

In this season, too, Mishra under-
lines their ambition to tell “a good
story that connects with people”, a
thought that is endorsed by writer
Chandan Kumar.

From the start, Mishra and
Kumar — who were flatmates in
Mumbai between 2015 and 2000 —
were on the same page regarding the
world they wanted to showcase.

ral life with all its idiosyncrasies. The new
season, released on May 18, 2022, has be-
come even more popular and an endless
source of memes. The Panchayat creators still
find it incredulous that “a simple story” has
received so much love.

Mishra believes that being “rooted”,
while keeping the craft in mind, has con-
tributed to its success. Kumar agrees and
says, “There is acommonality in the way peo-
ple in rural India live.” The show banks on
gentle satire as it explores the everyday life

NARENDRAVASKAR

TRUTH ABOUT LIFE

A still from Panchayat; Deepak Mishra (left) with Chandan Kumar

they know how to lift a scene,” says Mishra.
That's why the creators try to make sure the
casting is perfect. The show’s cast consists of
known names from Mumbai as well as ac-
tors from Bhopal and Bengaluru.

What makes the characters convincing is
that both Mishra and Kumar have experi-
enced rural life. “Though I grew up in
Varanasi, | used to live in my grandparents’
village for two months in the summers. I
hated it then but today I'm thankful to my
parents for making me do it,” says Mishra.
Though Kumar studied in Patna, he
frequently visited his village
Siyarampur. A fan of Steven
Spielberg, Mishra says, “Going by his
philosophy, I believe that nothing
should seem unreal. We have left
high-paying jobs to become show
creators. So, why should we do
beimani (cheating)?”

Finalising the story is a rigorous
process involving a series of narra-
tion and feedback sessions. “In the
episode Tension in Season 2, the
drunk driver in the initial drafts was
supposed to be beaten up and chased
away. Thatending was not satisfying.
After a few rounds of back and forth,
we arrived at the point when he says
‘bhool-chook maaf kar dena (pardon
my mistakes) before driving away,”
says Kumar.

Coming from the heartland, Mishra
hails from Varanasi and Kumar from
Patna, they wanted to tell stories which were
different from the run-of-the-mill gangster
and crime sagas set in these areas. “When
Chandan first shared his idea of a city-bred
youth living in a rural area in 2017, I liked it
instantly,” says Mishra.

Once they established the show’s prem-
ise — an engineering graduate working as a
secretary of a panchayat office as a stopgap
measure — it became easier to build on it.
Since Kumar was familiar with instances of
a female panchayat head’s husband (infor-
mally known as pradhanpati) running the
show while the elected representative is
caught up with domestic chores, the charac-
ters of Manju Devi and her husband Brij
Bhusan Dubey (essayed by Raghubir Yadav)
became part of the narrative.

When Panchayat Season 1 released in
April 3,2020, it captured the audiences’ at-
tention with its compelling depiction of ru-

with lightness and warmth. After CCTVs are
installed in the village, aman locates his stray
goat with the help of its footages; a snake
finds its way into a bucketful of chilled beer
bottles on a warm day; and a villager’s act of
dissent is the threat to defecate in the open.

Interestingly, Panchayat, which is pro-
duced by The Viral Fever, was rejected by a
number of streaming video platforms, in-
cluding Hotstar and Netflix, before it was sold
as a package deal to Amazon Prime Video
along with a big show.

Though Panchayat is set in Phulera, a fic-
tional village in Uttar Pradesh, it is shot in
Madhya Pradesh. The team reached the sets
with bound scripts, but there was always
room for improvisation. “Several factors
came together during the making of it. Both
Raghubirji and Neenaji are spontaneous ac-
tors. They come up with significant inputs.
When you have actors who are intelligent,

During the conversation, it is ap-
parent that they deeply love the
world they have created. Both choose
Computer Nahi Monitorin Season 1,in which
a monitor is stolen from the panchayat of-
fice, as their favourite. Mishra feels “proud” of
the Jaise Ko Taisa episode in Season 2 where
high drama unfolds over the mistaken
switching of chappals while Kumar’s picks
the finale, Parivaar. “There is a sudden shift in
tone in the finale as a tragedy strikes. We
were wary of it but not scared. We knew this
sequence would work if the previous
episodes worked,” says Kumar, adding that
this sequence paves the way for Season 3.
They are hopeful of making 10 seasons of the
show. “We want Panchayat to be India’s
Friends,” says Mishra.

They nurse the ambition of making a fea-
ture film. “I keep prodding Chandan to write
a sci-fi. Once we find a convincing story, we
will make an honest effort to tell it,”
says Mishra.

‘Streamers have
allowed for high-

quality drama’

Sameer Nair, head of Applause
Entertainment, on the OTT scene,

and his kind of shows

You've been part of the entertainment industry for
three decades. How have the streaming video
platforms changed it?

During the early days of Doordarshan, there were shows
such as Tamas (1988) and Khandaan (1985). They are more
like the modern dramas. On satellite TV, we made some good
shows but it never went to that level. Then came saas-bahu
shows and Kaun Banega Crorepati(2000- ). With the stream-
ers, we have the opportunity to produce high-quality drama
with multiple seasons. This is what HBO and American tel-
evision has been doing since the '90s, with shows such as The
Sopranos (1999-2007) and The Wire (2002-08). That's the
change that streamers have brought in India especially since
internet has reached everywhere.

What are the essentials to create good OTT content?
Whenyou create a daily soap, you create characters. They
are big on that while the
plot remains slow. We
treat drama series for
streaming video platforms
as extended movies. They
are much richer and have
more compelling charac-
ters. We started making
such shows six years ago
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and we are getting better
\ atit. We have learnt the art
r (o~ i‘ of writing long-form,
S multi-layered and multi-
i S seasoned series very fast.
RULESOFTHEGAME  Infiveyears, Applause
. ] Entertainment have
(Top) ASS till from The Seam; made several successful
ameer Nair shows. What's your
selection process?

This is a very diverse
and large market. The streaming business allows you to tell
distinctive stories without adhering to a one-size-fits-all for-
mat. We started with the thought to commission original
writings, doing Indian adaptations of international shows
and literary adaptations for screen. In August 2017, we dis-
cussed making a series on Sucheta Dalal’'s book The Scam. We
also got the rights to adapt Criminal Justice (2019), a British se-
ries, and Hostages (2018-19), an Israeli series. At the same
time, we developed Hasmukh (2020) and Rasbhari (2020).
We follow the hub-and-spoke model; we make the shows,
then license them.

How is this model working out for you?

This is how movie studios traditionally operated. Right
now, we are the only ones doing it. This means we think of
ideas, get talents to work on them, raise the finances and pro-
duce them. The difference is that these are released on
streaming platforms instead of theatres. We are like a tradi-
tional 20th-century content studio reimagined for the 21st
century. The basic rules of the business still apply.

What's the plan for the next five years?

The market is at an exciting space. We have 20-30 mil-
lion streaming subscribers. The next five years is going to
witness a huge explosion in the number of consumers. The
bar on quality will be raised. Since streaming allows you to be
agnostic — you can watch any show, any time, anywhere —
we are also going to make more projects based in south India.
The next five-10 years, if we stay focussed and disciplined, it
would be a wonderful time for the industry.
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[ Had a
Dream

Mr Spidey’s brief love story

HEIS so, so utterly humongous — and hairy! So
yogic, in the middle of that magnificent edifice
that she’s built: in the early dawn, it looks like an
immense chandelier as the dewdrops are fired by
the sunlight, or appear as ropes of pearls. She has every-
thing. What canIgive her? True Amazon delivered the
size XXX cockroach I had ordered, and I've gift-wrapped it
inssilk. But will it be enough? It looked magnificent, like it
was made of polished mahogany; or dates from the rich-
est Arabian oasis. But what if she prefers oak or hates
dates? Besides, her larder is pretty well-stocked with
packaged fast-food. Wickedly, I have helped myself to a
small snack — a cricket — without asking her... Should I
confess? Will she kill me if I do, or kill me if [ don’t?

Girls! Speaking of which, there is a little girl sitting
right down below me. I believe they call her Miss, or
rather, Ms Muffet (you can’t be politically incorrect these
days) and she’s sitting on a tuffet (whatever that is), eat-
ing her curds and whey. Why? Really, she ought to try a
chocolate-chip sundae sometime. Should I parasail down
to the back of her neck and scare her away? That might
impress my gorgeous giantess. But the little girl might
spill her curds and whey all over me and you can’t arrive
for a first date with that all over you. I might even be
drowned,; the first spider dude to be martyred by curds
and whey! Should I? Shouldn’tI? Decisions, decisions!

Sometimes, | wish I had been born a bird-eating spi-
der, stalking around the jungle, stabbing little chicks and
sucking delicious eggs. An egg, now that would be a
proper gift for such a great lady: A baby lark, even better.

Ah, I see several other ruffians have also arrived, seeking
her favours; puny little wimps. I'd better make my move
now. Oh, this roach is really heavy... Ah, she has sensed my
first steps and stiffened. Those lovely beady little eyes — all
eight of them are shining. But she looks a bit tense. Maybe, [
should twang a soft melody on her web to clam (sic) her
down. Put her more in the mood for a bit of canoodling.
Maybe strum the Blue Danube, even though I've never
heard it being played on the harp. Wish I could straddle like
the cicadas and crickets do. Anyway, here goes.

Yes, yes, yes! It seems to be working. Her hairs are
no longer fizzing. Her eyes have that glazed woozy look

gy LT T,
e ‘:'.Flri'-"

RANJITLAL

WEBCASTING

In the early dawn, a spider’s cobwebs looks like a chandelier
with dewdrops fired by sunlight, or appear as ropes of pearls

of agirlin love — smitten. I think she loves me! Here |
come, my love! Am Ia Casanova or Don Juan or
Heathcliff or Romeo or what! Take that, you
scoundrels! I'm on my way!

That little twerp has been ogling at me from the edge of
my web like forever. He wouldn’t even make a halfway-de-
cent snack. But Dr Arachnid has said I need to watch my
weight. And why the hell has the idiot not scared away that
silly little girl down below screeching in that falsetto? She is
irritating the heck out of me and she’s eating something that
looks completely disgusting. Now, if she were chomping
down a lizard, that would be something. Ah, at last, he’s de-
cided to come over. I'm trembling, all aquiver. But what's
that he’s plucking on my web-strings? Surely not the Blue
Danube? What a melody; makes me want to clamp the lit-
tle bugger to my bosom and waltz him around the web. And
look — he’s bringing a gift too! Sweetheart, you really
shouldn’t have! Come closer, now come closer. Mmm...

I can’tbelieveit.1did it. She was in such a trance I could
do anything with her. No, don’t get me wrong — this is not
what you think. She loved the music: And the gift. She
spent so much time unboxing it —  made a YouTube
video that went viral — and, please to “like”. I did what I
had to do and then, like a gentleman, withdrew. Hmm...
but she did murmur about that little girl down below giv-
ing her a migraine. Let me do something about that!

Bloody hell! The little twerp! He had his way with me as
Iwas unboxing that hideous cockroach and had come under
the influence of Blue Danube! Guys, I tell you! Ah, but don’t
worry bigmama, he'll be back for sure...

Idid it! I parasailed down on to the back of Ms Muffet’s
neck and landed on the top of her ear (the breeze is a bit
erratic this morning), and the effect was spectacular. She
leapt up with a scream, sending her curds and whey flying
and ran off as fast as she could. While I scuttled back up
my safety line, just in case. And now I'm going back for a
second date. Now she’ll be mine, forever!

Here he comes! I've got my industrial-strength earplugs
on. Come to mama, little daddy! Let me give you a little kiss...

Wow! She’s real feisty this time, moves like greased
lightning. She’s murmuring about daddy providing good
protein for mama’s babies. And talks about love bites —
hey babe, that hurt! Oh God, she’s liquefying me alive!
Ah, but then,“It’s a far, far better thing that I do, than |
have ever done; it's a far better rest that  go to than I
have ever known...”

Weathering the Patriarchy Storm

Mental health struggles among women conceal issues of social injustice

BY SHELJA SEN

umaare samaaj mein ladki
hona hi gunaah hai (being a
girlis a crime in our society)”
— these words by a girl
echoed the sentiments of
countless young women growing up inaso-
ciety where there are widespread, daily ac-
counts of gender-based violence. Where girls
are killed even before they are born because
they bring bad-dua (curse), the mother of a
child with disability is blamed for bringing
bad-gismat (bad luck) into the family, a girl
who doesn’t fit the social norms of beauty is
dismissed as bad-surat (ugly), and girls who
challenge patriarchy are seen as bad-chalan
(immoral). Where every step away from so-
ciety’s warped idea of morality is shamed,
stigmatised, and, at times, even banished.

We are trained into self-surveillance
from an early age so as to jump through the
culturally sanctioned hoops. This indoctri-
nation is dangerous because it’s invisible to
us. It's like the air we breathe day in and day
out, in our homes, schools, in the movies, lit-
erature, advertisements, news, and not to
forget, on social media.

Therefore, it isn’t a surprise that mental-
health struggles in girls have skyrocketed,
propelled by the pandemic. It's convenient
to blame them with the refrain “girls these
days!” rather than look at the cultural con-
text that breeds this dangerous self-surveil-
lance. Convenient labels like depression,
anxiety, eating disorders, self-harm, and ad-
dictions are a reflection of harm being done
to women. In my decades of work as a ther-
apist, [ have never seen this intensity of self-
doubt, self-hatred, and sense of failure
among women as I'm seeing now. Where
the internalised judgements of not measur-
ing up to the society’s standards of beauty,
worthiness and goodness, robs them of a
sense of agency, purpose and connection. A
perfect recipe for along-and-winding men-
tal-health spiral.

It shows how significant it becomes for
us to be accountable as a collective rather
than seeing it as an individual responsibil-
ity. I was in awe of 14-year-old Rhea who
stood up to her school’s male principal when
he asked her to take her male classmate’s
comments on her body as a compliment. He
instructed her not to put kajal to “attract
boys’ attention” because “usse apna hi mooh
kaala hota hai (you only bring shame upon
yourself by doing that)”. The best part was

the next day all the girls (and some boys) in
the class turned up at school with kajal! A
big salute to a quietly subversive act of re-
claiming justice and solidarity.

It would also be absurd to assume that
women are passive recipients of hardships.
Resistance has taken shape as social move-
ments led by women on alarger scale such as
Justice for Nirbhaya, Narmada Bachao
Andolan, Shaheen Bagh protest, Chipko
movement, Mothers of Manipur and the re-
sistance of Irom Sharmila against the AFSPA
(Armed Forces [Special Powers] Act) have
shaken the cobwebs of our male-dominated
society. Girls are challenging patriarchy at
homes, schools, colleges, and critiquing soci-
ety’sidea of being sanskaari (cultured), sarva-
gunn sampanna (possessing all virtues and
merits), samajhdaar (understanding).

Mental-health struggles in women con-
cealissues of social injustice. Mental-health
professionals cannot be complicit in repro-
ducing the misogynistic culture. Rhea was
referred to me for behavioural problems. As
a therapist, it would have been so easy for
me to collude with the school’s agenda in
promoting injustices against girls.

A typical social response is to dismiss
girls as “just girls”. As if they don’t matter,
their voices can be silenced. Thus, through a
play of words and a little punning, in our or-
ganisation, we call this initiative “Just Girls”,
asolidarity of women, who come together for
Jjustice — to externalise what has been inter-

GIRL, ADDJUST
‘Just Girls'is a
solidarity of women,
who come together
for justice, to
externalise what's
internalised, politicise
the personalised, and
make visible
the invisibilised
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nalised, politicise the personalised and make
visible the invisibilised.

JUST STEPS

We spell out Courage (the acronym) and
use the metaphor of journey to explain and
keep track of our work. It's helped us navigate
our challenges and “just steps” that support
young women in flipping the gaze on patri-
archy and have a sense of agency, reclaim
their preferred identity and foster solidarity.

Maybe youwould like to try it out (irrespec-
tive of your gender, class, age, religion, etc.)?

Charting our territory: What are the recent
challenges/storms (big or small) you had to
faceinlife? What name would you give them?

On the stepping stones: Tiny, little or big
things you do every day, despite the pres-
ence of these storms, that sustain you and
keep you going?

Using the compass: What are the values
and beliefs that make you stand strong and
carry on? What do they reflect that is pre-
cious to you?

Resistance Torch: What names would you
give to the big storms that young women face
in our culture, in terms of societal pressure?
How dowe end up internalising these storms
and questioning our worth? How does it push
us into isolating ourselves, comparing our-
selves with others, and telling ourselves that
we are less? What are the small ways in
which you have lit your Resistance Torch to
stand up to the “patriarchal storm” and not
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let them define your worth?

Along with the tribe: Which person/s has
introduced you to these skills of survival or
is aware that these things are important to
you? If someone gets to know you over
months and years, what would they learn
to appreciate about you?

Gifts to fellow travellers: What hopes do
you have of contributing to your commu-
nity or tribe? What small or big steps are you
taking to support others in their journey of
life? What advice would you give other
young women your age?

Enduring adversity and finding our
North Star: What stopped you from seeing
yourself as a victim but more as a survivor/
fighter/courage traveller? What would you
call this skill that is able to endure and with-
stand all the storms?

As ayoung woman once remarked, “We
are trees with deep roots, storms may try to
destroy us but if we stand together as a for-
est and have strong roots, nothing can bring
us down.”

Acknowledgement to all the young women
who are on this Courage journey

Shelja Senis a narrative therapist, writer, co-
founder of Children First Institute of Child &
Adolescent Mental Health. Sheisa TED speaker,
aninternational faculty at Dulwich Centre,
Adelaide, and Tutor at University of Melbourne.
Her latest book is Reclaim Your Life.

Rolling in

the Deep

Why do we keep loving those who don’t love us back?

SLICEOF LIFE

Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator
and world traveller

UNREQUITED LOVE is one of the most gut-
wrenching experiences of the human jour-
ney. Sometime or the other, humans fall in
love with those who are least able to give any
love back. Love that doesn’t return love is far
more prevalent than love that does. Way
more intense than a fleeting crush, this love
canlastalifetime, and can make or break the
onein love.

The rejection one must live with, make
peace with, and accept when one’s love is not
reciprocated, is arejection most unbearable.
The rejection-induced agony many experi-
ence can be as debilitating as physical pain.
Even knowing the baggage of emotional dis-
tress and trauma that unrequited love car-
ries doesn’t ease the suffering.

Everyone wants and deserves to be loved.
Many atime, it takes letting go of the objects of
our affection who don’t echo the feeling.
Kicking away unrequited love isn’t easy, to be
abletodothatone first needs toawaken tothe
possibilities of love that's mutual and fulfilling.

The feelings aren’t always unreciprocated
because of the absence of love from one
party. Many a time, both people are con-

sumed by love and/or are bound by obliga-
tions making it impossible for them to act
upon their feelings, which can’t be acknowl-
edged lest another bond is broken.

[ see many signals of unrequited love on
social media. It is easy to be crushing on
someone who doesn’t feel the same way
about us or is unaware of our feelings to-
wards them, or worse, is in a committed re-
lationship. It could be someone we work
with or report to, share a professional rela-
tionship with that makes falling in love in-
appropriate. Or, sometimes, we choose to re-
main in love with an ex long after the
relationship is over. Of course, there are those
instances when people take our love for
granted because they do understand how we
feel about them. One is often caught in that
dangerous place where we are heartbroken
and deep in despair. Anguished by thoughts
of arelationship with someone who doesn’t
even acknowledge our presence, let alone
our love, we dream about them night and
day, unable to move away from them, on to
living and loving in a healthier fashion.

[ remember my anxiety as a young 21-
year-old in Manhattan when I was deeply in
love with a person in Paris. Separated by
seven seas, united by a huge dose of un-
healthy attachment, suffocating each other.
My lover lived to love, but lived more hap-
pily still avoiding being in love. What sheer
madness love can throw us into, vexing co-
nundrums we appreciate and are torn apart
by. Between my youthful hunger for love
with the first person I felt such a feeling for
and their reluctance to accept it, [ found my-
self in a vicious cycle of mutually hurtful
avoidance. A non-existent relationship that
was deeply detrimental at the same time.

Does the need for constant connection to
another human makes us chase a loveless
lover? Does any real sense of fulfillment
come from finding the one claiming they fear
not your love but being suffocated by a
smothering feeling? Are they really reject-
ing you or pretending lest they be dumped,
stuck with rejection pangs? In avoiding the
affection and adoration showered on them,
they are trying to stave off the rejection they
fear might come their way. These are people
who convince themselves that they are be-
yond another human'’s ability to fulfill their

LOVEMEDO
Tobe loved by

another, we must first
start loving ourselves
and believing that we
are genuinely worthy
of being cherished
romantically

carnal and emotional needs, and, so, any
close relationship is best not sought.

One would think we’d learn not to love
those who can’tlove us back. But think again!
Being human, it isn’t stability and fulfillment,
closure, and connection that we always
chase. There are people who chase the feel-
ing of thrilland joy, albeit short-lived. Ironical
and as self-hating as this behaviour is, these
people who claim to be anxious to find love,
desperate to settle with a loved one, don’t
want to be loved back. It is the unrequited
love they desire; it is rejection they seek asa
high for living life.

It took me to ask myself why I was chas-
ing a lover who was rejecting me again and
again to finally hear myself out. That got me
toaplace whereIlearnt I was sabotaging my
love life, my emotional grounding, and my
overall happiness as a human being,. It was
the moment when I finally realised I was
owned by the chase of unhappy outcomes
that [ stopped chasing those who broke me
apart emotionally.

Getting to that point when Iwasn’t chas-
ing the wrong lover was nothing easy, and a
long tedious journey. I found social media
giving me cues better suited at playing and
winning a zero-sum game many play over
the course of their lives. I saw friends block-
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ing those they felt were rejecting their love.
It wasn't a behaviour I could accept, as I feel
it better to have an earnest dialogue instead
of muting the badly behaved or who think
or act differently than me. In cutting off all
contact with these strange lovers, my friends
had rid themselves of a daily roller-coaster
ride of emotional trauma. In removing them
from their social media profiles, they liter-
ally and figuratively detached themselves
from these heart-breaking players.

Weall deserve to be celebrated and loved.
We all ought to understand that healthy re-
lationships and significant others are wait-
ing for us to find them and pick them as our
lovers. To be loved by another, we must first
start loving ourselves and believing that we
are genuinely worthy of being cherished ro-
mantically. It may take us a lifetime to find a
partner who can give us the love and pleas-
ure we seek and deserve, but once we get to
that point, life becomes a blissful journey of
heartwarming discoveries and deep, guttural
pleasures. In choosing ourselves and our
happiness over our misery and a miserable
date, we start choosing those who want us
as much as we want them. When our love
for another is returned with wholesome and
unfettered love, it is then that we find secu-
rity in loving and living with another.
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Clear Light of Experience

Two of India’s most seasoned policymakers draw upon their expertise to present an authoritative
account of India’s economic and policy history

Surjit S Bhalla

GOOD BOOK has three impor-

tant components: idea, execu-

tion, and inference. Recalibrate

- Changing Paradigms, by NK

Singh (hereafter NK), and PK
Mishra (hereafter PK) has all three in abun-
dance. The idea (remember that one defini-
tion of genius is something that is obvious
ex-post) is to present Indian economic and
policy history over the 75 years from the van-
tage point of two very knowledgeable and
experienced practitioners of policy. The two
authors have been senior policymakers prac-
tising their craft for the better part of the last
45 years.

We are in our 75th year of Independence,
and there is likely to be (there already is!) a
steady outpouring of reviews, books, and ar-
ticles about our journey. Why not have an
authoritative book on economic policies
right at the beginning of the 75th year?
Policies have two essential collaborative el-
ements — the micro and the macro. With NK
emphasising the macro and PK the micro,
the book is the synthesis of the two.
Recalibrate provides many insights into what
happened in these 75 years — why it hap-
pened, and what the future might (and, in
some instances, must!) hold. I will not hes-
itate to say that books on economic policy
will have to be judged with reference to the
execution benchmark set by Recalibrate.

In a highly engaging and informative
chapter, “People, Politicians and Bureaucrats”,
PK narrates his initial experiences as an as-
sistant collector. What PK correctly stresses
is that his job provided for a two-way joint
relationship of people and power. We all have
been critics of the Indian Administrative
Services (IAS), as of every institution in India
— all being part of a healthy democracy. In his
low-key impeccable style, PK provides, in 30
pages, an informed (even nostalgic) sense of
Indiain those early days of development. The
lack of electricity, the non-availability of clean
water, the fair allotment of contracts for po-
tato farming. The chapter also contains a gem
of a definition of corruption: “managing the
system with networking and connections”!
There are many more insights, including a re-
vealing one about single-women teachers de-
manding equal rights in pay, promotion, and
transfers — equal to married teachers. One
single woman was bold enough to say that if
there were single men in the audience (PK
was one!) then they should come forward
and marry the single women! Idea, sirji, circa
the mid-70s, Gujarat.

As PK himself confesses about his early
experience: “Irealise that today, | have more
insight and a better understanding of the dy-
namics of development administration at
district and subdistrict levels: the interplay
of people, politicians and bureaucrats in real-
life situations”. As does the reader. Let me
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confess —Iwanted to take the IAS exam circa
1971,1looked at the sample tests, and decided
[ would never make it. But PK brings alive as
to why several of the best and brightest in
India took the IAS path.

While PK mentions the testing of the hy-
pothesis of the determinants of development
for Gujarat, his experience (and knowledge)
is of universal applicability. He correctly
notes that it is not easy to conclude on the
basis of quantitative or empirical data —
more long-lasting conclusions are reached
through personal experiences and anec-
dotes. As a lifelong practitioner of hard data,
[ have to confess, and applaud, that many
times (often?)it s the type of experience and
interpretation that PK recounts that goes to-

THE HALO around motherhood is so
deeply entrenched in societies that there
are some things that no one tells new
mothers about — that that cherub every-
one coos over during strolls in the park can
wear anyone down with her obstinate re-
fusal to sleep; that the self-contained lit-
tle toddler busy with his toy truck in the
playpen can suddenly transform into a
tyrant if his tantrum is not soothed. Most
of all, the truth that is tucked furthest away
from reach is the fact that the price of
motherhood can often be an erasure of
self. After all, can one possibly be a good
mother if one still craves for some time of
one’s own? Is she “enough” if she is not
racked by constant self-doubt about her

The Cradle Will Fall

worth as a parent?

The School for Good Mothers, Jessamine
Chan’s disruptive debut novel holds up
modern-day motherhood to scrutiny ina
narrative that is dark and terrifying in its
proximity to an apocalyptic truth. Thirty-
nine-year-old Chinese American Frida Liu
has been on a downward spiral since the
birth of her baby Harriet. Her husband has
left her for a young woman, a former
dancer-turned-nutritionist-and-Pilates
instructor; Liu’s part-time job in acade-
mia pits her against arrogant male aca-
demics who refuse to cut her any slack;
her insomnia is unyielding and she’s ex-
hausted most of the time just trying to get
through her days. It’s only Harriet, 18

BALANCING
THE BOOKS
A file photograph of
then finance
minister Pranab
Mukherjee going to
present the budget in
Parliament in

February 1983
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wards constructive policymaking.

NK;, who started his career as an IFS offi-
cer but then moved to IAS, has been at the
cutting edge of economic policymaking in
India for the last 40-odd years, most recently
as the chairperson of the 15th Finance
Commission. His several chapters on fiscal
issues are must read-and-learn for all prac-
titioners of policy — and economists. What
“should” be the level of public debt, or the
fiscal deficit? Constructive data are pre-
sented, with inference. Thankfully, no firm
conclusions are drawn on the appropriate
level of the fiscal deficit or public debt — pru-
dent ranges are presented, and the ambigu-
ity emphasised — all hallmarks of a mature
thinker and excellent policymaker. When the

RECALIBRATE:
CHANGING
PARADIGMS

BY NK SINGH,
WITH SELECT
INSIGHTS FROM
PK MISHRA

Rupa Publications
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evidence is ambiguous, let the ambiguity
stand. (Not that NK is averse to making firm
decisions and acting against odds — he was
the bureaucrat responsible, as revenue sec-
retary, for cutting tax rates in the Dream
Budget of 1997.)

Recalibrate contains a most learned dis-
cussion of fiscal federalism, including a de-
tailed benchmarking of the decisions, and
changes, made in the 15 Finance
Commissions to date. Inferences are drawn
about how India has constructively at-
tempted to solve the “puzzle” about demo-
cratic federal development. Considerations
of efficiency and equity and federalism are
ever present in the many decisions about
spending, taxation, and devolution of re-
sponsibilities to the Centre and states. What
is afair allocation of revenues to poor states,
large-population states, and states which
show marked improvement in outcomes?
The goodness of decisions on these questions
influences and determines our democracy.

This discussion of allocation to Centre and
states is a must-read for every present and
future practitioner. Especially the latter as
India confronts the more challenging ques-
tions of future allocation of centrally-admin-
istered taxes — how good performance
should be rewarded, and how should states
“perfecting” freebies (“irresponsible populist
action”) be penalised. Increased tax revenues
(India tax/GDP ratio now close to 19 per cent,
close to, if not higher than the US or Japan)
leads NK to conclude that “rewarding tax ef-
fort in terms of improved compliance norms
deserves recognition”.

India has come a long way. A developed
country by 2047 beckons, but it is important
to recount how we got to where we are. The
worth of this book s in anintelligent recount-
ing of history, the early debates, and infer-
ences about future debates as we go towards
100 and the target of being a developed na-
tion. I don’t know if the authors planned it
that way — most likely it must have been the
decision to recount economic history as best
they knew. But they have succeeded in pre-
senting thoughts, ideas and evidence for pol-
icy thinkers to think about, plan for, and
analyse developments over the next 25 years.

Surjit S Bhallais executive director, International
Monetary Fund, representing India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Bhutan

months old now, who is a solace in her
otherwise fraught life.

But that’s only until Liu has amomen-
tary lapse of judgement that throws her
life off-kilter. One morning, after yet an-
other night of no sleep and tending to a
fussing infant, Liu steps out to pick up a
coffee and some papers from her office,
leaving Harriet on her own briefly. The
state swoops in, taking Harriet into cus-
tody, eventually sending her off to live
with her father and his girlfriend while Liu
finds herself first under surveillance, and
later, incarcerated for a year in an aban-
doned college campus to undergo a gov-
ernment reformation programme to as-
sess her apparently deficient maternal
instinct. There, along with other “errant”
mothers separated from their children,
sheis taught to neglect herown needs and

practise her mothering skills on life-like
robotic dolls. “lamabad mother, butlam
learning to be good,” the women are made
to intone over and over again, as if trying
to beat the obduracy out of them and
mould them into archetypal nurturers.
Disquieting, dystopicand reminiscent
of Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid's Tale,
The School for Good Mothers, is a sharp, trig-
gering parable for the incredible loneli-
ness of women in patriarchal societies.
One of the novels that made it to former
US President Barack Obama’s summer
reading list this year, Chan’s book is a deep
dive into the tricky motherhood matrix
thatleaches women of their personalities
and judges them solely on their maternal
instinct and perceived lack thereof, while
offering them no support or reprieve.
PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI

nisms that were formalised have

Parable of
the Future

A promising debut that gets
distracted by its own narrative

Anuradha Vellat

‘AUHINI VARA'S debut novel The Immortal King

Rao could have easily been episodes from the

dystopian British television series Black Mirror,

or a storyline from Margaret Atwood’s Gilead-
dominated world. It could also be a leaflet from Raja Rao’s
Kanthapura (1938). But The Immortal... is all of these and
more. In one of this year’s highly anticipated literary re-
leases, Vara uses three premises and timelines to string
together a series of visions that are both fantasticand
prophetic. On the one hand, it builds on the Dalit pride of
being landowning-Raos, and, on the other, it is a layered
narrative about techno-capitalism and its repercussions.
All of these are overshadowed by the premise of climate-
change and global warming.

The novel alternates between a '50s Andhra Pradesh
village and an Al-led America of the future. When King
Rao is born, he kills his mother on his way out. However,
despite the upheavals he creates within the large Dalit
family living in Kothapalli, he also represents change. The
ambitions pinned to him are revealed the moment he is
named King Rao, because he is neither a King nor a Rao.
The Raos, who have taken on the surname despite being
Burras to gather socio-economic and cultural capital, are
nota poor clan. In fact, they take offence at being called
poor. Once Rao leaves for the US to channel his brilliant
mind as a computer programmer overseeing a digital rev-
olution, the novel begins to forewarn his downfall.

The narrator of the novel is Rao’s daughter, Athena,
currently lodged in a detention centre on a murder
charge. Athena both narrates and addresses the novel. She
uses the characters’ names in tandem with the time and
the perspective she is referring to. She mediates between

the reader and the characters,
..... - and, at the same time, represents
1 . the outcome of a catastrophe in
L her own being. Athena’s life, espe-
; cially her childhood, is in contrast
[.'.f.'lmm M, to her father’s. She is shielded
: from the world, living on a se-
[HING Eﬂ,ﬂ cluded island with no contact
] ] with humans until she is 17. As
-‘, L teens, both Athena and Rao, her
LR father, have epiphanies. Rao’s
LR epiphany — that “a Rao can just
getup and leave” — occurs when

THE IMMORTAL his cousin Gun leaves, rather es-

KINGRAO capes the family to live on his own
BY VAUHINIVARA  and Athena’s comes through the
Fourth Estate struggles of an isolated American
384 pages teen, who has only seen the world
3699 through the Internet.

The present time is ordered by
the Algorithm or Algo, a system of Rao’s own making that
is eerily similar to how we use technology, or vice versa, in
the 21st century. The digital is no longer a thing in isola-
tion, rather, it is an extension of one’s own body. It dictates
the characters of the future with an Atwoodian kind of or-
der. In fact, Athena herself awaits a judgement from the
Algo, supposedly impervious to mistakes that passionate
humans tend to make in dispensing justice. Yet, the Algo
falters precisely because it is made by passionate humans.

Vara builds on the first-world struggle for what is un-
derstood as social capital — culture, wealth and technical
supremacy. Her symbolisms, however, are often eu-
phemistic: Shareholder for citizen, the Harmonica, and
the Clarinet for things related to the Internet, et al. She is
also acutely aware of the diasporic turns her novel might
take and spends time breaking down the nuances of both
timelines for her audience: Indian and American, Dalit
and upper-caste, tyrannical and free, tech-savvy and tra-
ditional. To her credit, despite her poetic language, she
doesn’t romanticise the disparities.

The book is potent enough to pull readers into a spiral
of prophecies one may have imagined as a 21st century
individual. But just when one invests in a timeline, Vara
severs the ties, taking us back and forth into other dizzy-
ing timelines. Her approach is likely not to isolate but to
shock them and she uses her experience as a tech-re-
porter to harness the complexities of the digital, espe-
cially inits interactions with humans. The result is an am-
bitious and complicated novel that intertwines caste,
class and social struggle with issues such as climate
change and an Al-led future. While the scenes in India are
described in exquisite detail, even using the Dalit premise
to subvert caste, Vara gets caught up in the dystopian
premise. As many may have felt, the novel's shortcoming
lies in trying to bite more than it can chew.

Ties That Bind

A timely and expansive account of the growing economic and developmental
partnership between India and African nations

Hardeep Singh Puri

THE HARAMBEE Factor: India—Africa Economic
and Development Partnership is part of a re-
freshing trend of diplomats documenting
their experiences and insights for wider pub-
lic consumption, thereby also demonstrat-
ing the demand among readers to under-
stand the inherent complexities of esoteric
disciplines such as diplomacy. In this book,
Gurjit Singh has distilled his decades-long
experience of dealing with Africa to produce
an objective and authoritative account of
India-Africa relations.

The growing scholarship on Africa is re-
flective of the continent’s increasing influ-
ence in global affairs. As the author notes,
Africa is the second-fastest growing region
in the world after Asia, with its GDP having
tripled in the past 15 years. The UN estimates
that Africa’s population will double to 2.5 bil-
lion by 2050. Driven by its demographic div-
idend, a rising middle class, abundance of
natural resources, growing investments, and
greater continental unity, Africa will be an

important global anchor for 21st-century de-
velopments, foremost among them, eco-
nomic growth and poverty reduction; urban-
isation; achievement of SDGs; and
climate-change mitigation.

Many scholars have studied the political
and historical similarities between India and
Africa, alluding to the common themes of cul-
tural plurality and anti-colonial struggle.
However, the economic and development axes
of the partnership — central to India-Africare-
lations, particularly in the last 20 years — have
not been studied in much depth. Utilising his
unique vantage point of having engaged with
Africainvarious capacities, including as India’s
ambassador to Ethiopia and Djibouti; head of
the Aftica division at the Ministry of External
Affairs; and as representative to the African
Union, UNECA, and IGAD, the author hasfilled
asignificant gap in the literature by analysing
India’s Africa policy from the lens of develop-
ment and economic cooperation.

The book lays an overarching emphasis
on the “spirit of cooperation” between India
and Africa, with the evolution from bilateral
alliances to continental partnership compre-

hensively explained. Even the decision to use
the word “Harambee” for the title of the book
— which means cooperation in Swahili and
is considered by some to be of Indian origin —
is a warm and conspicuous reference to the
relationship. Details such as each chapter
starting with an African proverb that pithily
encapsulates certain facets of the partnership
paradigm are flourishes that add to the un-
derlying message of mutual respect for each
other’s customs, traditions and diversity.

At the crux of India’s engagement with
Africain the 21st century has been the India
Africa Forum Summit (IAFS), first organised
inIndiain2008, then in Ethiopia (2011),and
later in India again (2015). Established
against the backdrop of instituting greater
and regular high-level engagement, the IAFS
represented a significant buttressing of the
India-Africa relationship. It also reflected the
evolution of the relationship into a more
structured form, anchored in capacity en-
hancement and technical cooperation.
Across the three tiers of pan-African, regional
and bilateral levels; various institutions, sec-
toral partnerships and engagement mecha-

been discussed, including in ar-
eas of agriculture, textiles, edu-
cation, rural development and
civil aviation.

The reader will appreciate the
author’s in-depth analysis of the
summits where he was person-
ally involved in the conceptuali-
sation and development of many
of the initiatives covered. In par-
ticular, his fascinating recounting

greater investments even as the
private sector is seen to be play-
ing a more meaningful role in
development. India’s efforts in
development cooperation also
include grants, technical consul-
tancy, and disaster and human-
itarian aid.

One particular aspect of the
development cooperation that
the author highlights is the suc-
cess of the capacity-building ef-

of the reasons behind the many THE HARAMBEE forts in Africa, and the leading
successes and failures of IAFS-II FACTOR: role of the India Technical and
(when he was the summit’s E\‘CDcl)ANE)?/IFE%D Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
“.Sclilerga"c)l .pliovide.a rare view in-f DEVELOPMENT pro%ramntlle jn tilgg Zegf%'ggigce
Slaretrtlereshlip-cl);trlli?ctlli;prﬁsilsee it?e PARTNERSHIP let\fol?/légctou(l)ffer s' ecialiseag
Eummits hellave paved%new direc- BY GU,RJIT SINGH courses and trainping pro-
tion for India-Africarelations, the g{;cmgla“ grammes at the behest of part-
ucation

author also cautions against cer-
tain shortcomings by suggesting
that future summits need a more
focused and institution-driven approach.
The leading components of the develop-
ment cooperation axis, i.e., the 200 Line of
Credit (LoC) agreements amounting to 12
billion dollars, have also been explored in
detail. Indian LoCs were a vital step in the
economic engagement strategy with Africa.
The author’s conclusion on strengthening
the FDI segment of the economic relation-
ship —and its positive implications on trade
and investment — is especially worth con-
sidering as Africa moves towards absorbing

456 pages; 12,950

ner nations. India has also offered
courses to international and re-
gional organisations in Africa.
Other collaborative projects through non-
state  civil actors such as SEWA and Barefoot
College have also been well received. India is
among the top five study destinations for
African students. Scholarship and work op-
portunities mean that 27 per cent of the to-
tal foreign students in India come from Africa
today. The Pan African E-Network Project
(PANEP) project, despite being marred by im-
plementation delays, has been important in
knowledge sharing and dissemination of
India’s technologies for public good in Africa.

New Delhi

Achapter has been devoted to the efforts
made by the Modi government to strengthen
India-Africa relations. The increased num-
ber of visits by Indian heads of state as well
as 18 new Indian missions in the continent
are just two among many examples that the
author has cited to show the attention that
the present Indian government has given to
Africa. One memorable connection that
draws attention is Prime Minister Modi’s ad-
dress to the Ugandan Parliament in 2018
where he laid down the 10 guiding princi-
ples of India-Africa relations.

Unlike many other countries, India has
constantly viewed Africa as an equal partner.
India’s diplomatic and economic investment
in Africa have proven to be mutually benefi-
cial for both parties, and are underpinned by
the shared belief that economic and territo-
rial sovereignty are inviolable. Through per-
sonal accounts and surveys, the author has
made the case that this approach has been
appreciated by Africa.

Singh has penned an expansive and
timely account of the growing economic and
development partnership between India and
Africa.It has the potential to become arefer-
ence point for practitioners and students of
international relations, especially those who
would like to study the recent evolution of
India-Africa relations.

The writer is Minister of Petroleumand
Natural Gas and Housing and Urban Affairs,

Government of India
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SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us on W @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Tender Notice No.159/2022
Dt.26.08.2022
Supply of Stores Items
E-Procurement Tender Notice

PUB/0748/22

The following tenders have been
floated online. tenderers are
requested to visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in and submit their
offers online. The tender description,
Qty, EMD, SD may be seen in website.
Offers submitted manually will not be
accepted. Offers by post will not be
entertained. Tender closing time is
14.30 hrs. of the due date of the tender.
“For all indigenous offers, EMD will be
accepted only via online system as
available on www.ireps.gov.in.”

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

LATE SUBEDAR MANOHAR LAL
SM: 31 JAN 1948 —28 AUG 1993
In everlasting memory of Late Subedar Manohar
Lal,SM who made the supreme sacrifice for the honour
Of the Nation on 28 Aug 1993 in J&K .His Memory will
continue to inspire all ranks of SHOLAS.
CO & All Ranks 16 RAJPUT
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ICAR-Vivekananda Parvatiya
Krishi Anusandhan Sansthan
Almora - 263601 (Uttarakhand)
WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

It is proposed to fill up the positions of Projects Associate-l,
Senior Research Fellow, Technical Assistant and Skilled
Help under the different projects at this Institute on contractual

1SO 9001:2015

Tender No. Brief Description
76.22.1271A| Solid MIGIMAG Welding| | Pasis for time bound. Other detail terms & conditions are

Filler wire available at our Institute’s website www.vpkas.icar.gov.in.
38.22.5002A| Twin pipe Air Brake (R.S. Negi)

system Senior Administrative Officer
77.22.1252B | Petroleum Hydrocarbon

Solvent (Thinner)
77.22.1234D| Paint Black Japan CENTRAL AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY
32 oL TWITHGOLLAR A Website: wwwicauacin
30.22.1385 |Screw COUPLING Email: di.office@yahoo.com

Assembly No. CA/HQ/EP/2019/71(a) Imphal, the 23" August, 2022
221087 | Fovlsieq panganent NOTICE INVITING TENDER
38.22.2063B|Bogie Centre pivot

Bottom The Director of Instruction, Central Agricultural University,
16.22.1002 | Flter fuel of o EMD PLI | Imphal, invites online percentage rate tender from the
77 22.11688 | Paint anti corrosive reliable registered Firms through the website

Bituminous Block (www.https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) under two bid
3822 2311A| Polyrings systems (Technical Bid & Financial Bid) from eligible and
29.22.1041 S%S)t;‘:spre'?g[,gg'atha” qualified bidders for Design, Execution and installation of
30.22.1360A | Draw Barand CasteNut | | A/V of Conference Room at Central Agricultural University,

Note: Due dates of Tender Opening:
SL.No. 01 on dt.13.09.2022.

SL.No. 02 to 04 on dt.19.09.2022.
SL.No. 05 & 06 on dt.21.09.2022.
SL.No. 07 on dt 22.09.2022.

SL.No. 08 on dt. 23.09.2022.

SL.No. 09 & 10 on dt.26.09.2022
SL.No. 11 on dt 28.09.2022.

SL.No. 12 on dt 06.10.2022.

SLNo. 13 on dt.10.10.2022.

Beside above mentioned tenders
there are other tenders having value
below Rs. 25 Lakhs. For details,
please visit Railway website above.

Principal Chief Materials Manager/
Secunderabad

E

Senior ional Engineer/
Coordination/Guntakal acting for
and on behalf of the President of
India invites E-Tenders for the
following works. Closing date &
Time:23.09.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

S.No.: 1; Tender No.: Engg-GTL-
West-1284; Description of work:
SW-I Tirupati - Repairs to PRS and
ORH service building. SW-II Tirupati -
Repairs to RCC slab cover over open
drain rear side of Running room and
SW-III-CTO- Proposed construction
of boundary wall to prevent
encroachment at Chittoor Station.
Advertised Value in Rs.:
88,06,599.97; Earnest money
DepositinRs.: 1,76,100/-

S.No.: 2; Tender No.: Engg-GTL-
South-1285; Description of work:
Guntakal Division DEN/South
Jurisdiction RU -GY Section :
Through Formation Treatment at Km:
296.00 to 298 = 2.00Kms (DN Line) in
ADEN/HX Sub Division. Advertised
Value in Rs.: 2,00,90,730.27ps;
Earnest money Deposit in Rs.:
2,50,500/-

S.No.: 3; Tender No.: Engg-GTL-
South-1286; Description of work:
Proposed in-situ reconditioning of
wornout CMS crossings of 1in 8.5, 1in
12 and 1 in 16 (60Kg/52Kg/90R Rail
Sections) with RDSO approved
Translamatic Robotic Technology /
with  RDSO approved H-3C class
welding electrodes and reconditioning
of wornout tongue rails ( Switches
curved/ straight)of 1in8.5,1in 12 and
11in 16 (60Kg/52Kg/90R Rail Sections)
with  RDSO approved H-3C class
welding electrodes in DEN/South/GTL
Jurisdiction. Advertised Value in Rs.:
78,51,147.42ps; Earnest money
DepositinRs.: 1,57,000/-

S.No.: 4; Tender No.: Engg-GTL-
South-1287; Description of work:
GDR -TPTY Section (UP/DN):-
Proposed safety Related Track
Maintenance works including station
yard lines in SSE/P.Way/RU
jurisdiction under ADEN/RU sub-
division. Advertised Value in Rs.:
1,61,25,732.25ps; Earnest money
Depositin Rs.: 2,30,600/-

S.No.: 5; Tender No.: Engg-GTL-
South-1288; Description of work:
GDR -TPTY Section (UP/DN):-
Proposed safety Related Track
Maintenance works including station
yard lines in SSE/P.Way/VKI
jurisdiction under  ADEN/RU sub-
division. Advertised Value in Rs.:
1,16,36,903/-; Earnest money
Depositin Rs.: 2,08,200/-

For Bid document and other details
login to http://ireps.gov.in Any
corrigenda will be issued on line only.

Divisional Railway Manager/Works/
A1012
For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Guntakal

Please visit website at
http://lwww.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

HQ, Lamphelpat, Imphal. The detail of the same are

available on Central Agricultural University website:

www.cau.ac.in.

2. Bidders may download the "Tender Document" and the

other terms and conditions as avail able on the website

hllps://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. Sd/-
Director of Instruction

NORTHERN RAILWAY

@ 1DBI sank

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of IDBI Bank Limited under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002(54 of 2002) and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued
demand notices on the dates mentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrower/co-borrower(s) to
repay the amount as mentioned against each account within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The
borrowers/co-borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby issued to the borrowers/co-borrower(s)
and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise
of powers conferred on his/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 and 9 of the said Rules on the dates

IDBI BANK LTD.,
CHANDMARI MAIN ROAD, MOTIHARI - 845401,
Bihar (CIN: L65190MH2004G01148838)

mentioned against each account. The

inthe table given below in exercise of powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8

of the said rules on the dates mentioned against the respective property.

The aforesaid borrowers/co-borrower(s) in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal
with the properties and dealings withe the properties will be subject to the charge of the IDBI BANK LTD., CHANDMARI
MAIN ROAD, MOTIHARI - 845401 Bihar for the amount mentioned below plus applicable interest & cost/charges
thereon.

Rule 8(1)

POSSESSION NOTICE

(For Inmovahle property)

SI. [1) Name of the Borrower/Co-borrower
2) Name of the Mortgagor/Guarantor

No.

1. Date of Demand Notice

2. Date of Possession

3. Claim amount as per
Demand Notice

Description of the Property

1. |M/s P. K Motors
(Proprietor:- Prabhash Kumar),

2. Mr. Ram Babu Singh
(Mortgagor cum Guarantor)

1. 31.05.2022
2.22.08.2022

3.Rs. 17,25,721/-

(Rupees Seventeen Lakh
Twenty Five Thousand
Seven Hundred Twenty

One only) as on 01.03.2022
and further interest thereon.

All piece & parcel of immovable property
admeasuring an area 15.00 dhur through Deed
No. 20400 Dated - 06.12.1989 comprised of
Khata No. 417, Khesra No. 1410, Vill -
Bariarpur, Mouza - Bariarpur, Thana No. 196,
PS - Motihari, Dist - Motihari, Pin- 845401, in
the State of Bihar, Measuring 15 dhur within the
State of Bihar which is bounded as follows :
Boundary :- North - Ali Jan Presently Road,
South - Jwala Singh and Sigasan Ram, East -
Binda Thakur, West - Rambali Singh together
with all and singular the structures and
erections thereon. Both present of future.

Place : Motihari

Date : 22.08.2022

Authorized Officer
IDBI Bank Ltd.
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THE H.P. STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS

FEDERATION LIMITED TOTLE, SHIKLA-1TI011
Mo 4T3 P13 KX Datad: 27033023
"Short Term Tender Motice"

M2 Mikfed imales the anine bids in sfecirosic fendenng syslem, in 2
coversyshem or the Annual rmate Contractforihe Conversion of Whols
Plili!E5Em Milk inkto Wihealo Mk PowdariSkim Milk Powder. The Bids
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Carlifcate (DS romone of S auhersed cerifyrg Authoriies (08
fispiring bidders should wisil webstes n hitps:fhplonders. govdin &
hitps-Yhpmilkfed.org for compiete delais. Hidders chould st the
wahsila fram lima logmea nola tha Cerigandum, Fany -

Managing Director
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website: www.upsidc.com
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outer peripheral boundary of Pocket A & B Signage
direction board and Golden stainless steel letters
on Entrance Gates at SEZ Moradabad.
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S.No. Station Designation Cell Number
1 Palwal
2 Faridabad ADEN TKD 9717631222
3 Ballabhgarh
4 Faridabad New Town
5 HNZM
6 OKA ADEN HNZM 9717631223
7 TKD
8 Garhi Harsaru
9 Gurgaon
10 Bijwasan ADEN DEE 9717631224
1 Palam

4. The allotted Organization/Party may display its name with relevant details as per
good industry practice on a maximum 10 Sq. ft. area (Temporary) no extra space
facility for advertising Publicity shall be given to them.

5. Lottery system will be followed in case of more participants. 2175/2022

Serving Customers With A Smile
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Expression of Interest Notice No. 7. FAfreT ST @R aTer TRTRIS Y T T Td UaT - e ST, AT Ry oy s, g
EOI-DLI-10-2022 Dt.25.08.2022 8. S—FIRIET YPTS BT T Ho — 8986648686 (<RI PRI SFIAT BT TLHTT T=RR)
For and on behalf of the President of India the undersigned invites Expression of 9. ﬁﬁm w@-qaq—d I g1 forfa sToe a1 S69 Id ST RIS ARG, T e A9y yHed, sSRIET &
Interest (EOI) from interested individuals, NGO's, Trusts, Charitable Institutions, Wﬁéﬂﬁ é‘vﬂ%ﬁTﬂ\
fgg’g;i‘j;g‘:}‘g%";i’géOdies and self help group etc., for the following work upto | | fegq SR @ for) da=iT$e www jharkhandtenders.gov.in Td ®RITer # GadT Ug TR 3T o Tl 2 |
Section| LINE Block Location BRUTD 3 ﬁ_l‘l—?ﬂ
Station Section (KM) Area (Sqm) R?f“;?";l‘s PR 276597 Rural Development(22-23).D v faera ARy yhsd, soRien
DAL |UPDAL/LPNR-DSJ | 2/32-3/12 400x6=2400
5723273 1500023000 Office r?f Superintending Engineer
3/21-4/0 500x15=7500 | Total area = 3" Circle, P.W.D. Pithoragarh,
4/1-4/15 400x10=4000_| 29,500 sam E-mail: sepwdpth@rediffmail.com
DSJ-BRSQ | 11/3-12/9 1200x6=7200 L R .
etter No. 5622/962 C-03/2022 Dated: 26.08.2022
BRSQ-PTNR| 14/3-14/37 400x6=2400 E-Tender Notice
ey Y Ty Fevrwryery 12’2197/'2115/125928/27 Zggxgj?ggo The Superintending Engineer 3" Circle, Public Works Department Pithoragarh
P ML OKA:HNZM 1528/23:1528/11 400;0;4000 invites tender through E-Tendering (Two Bid System) on behalf of Hon’ble Governor
DNM/L| HNZM-TKJ | 1531/26-1531/10 | 500x12=6000 of Uttarakhand for following works. All qther information will be availab_le from date
DNM/L|HNZMStn. [ 1530/30-1530/40 | 300x12=3600 -09- : : A . .
05-09-2022 at 5:00 PM onward on website http://www.uktenders.gov.in
— BE r'\vT//t gx:zim 1222;521;2537’ 10 fgggi;i’;ﬁggo Taaarea~)l |S.|  Name of Work Earnest| Costof | Validity | Periodof | Contractor’s
' N. Money | Tender |of Tender| Completion| category of
UPMI/L|TKD-OKA | 1526/5-1525/9 900x10=9000 ) . : :
DN M/L| OKA-HNZM | 1528/2-1527/14 | 700x6=4200 (in Lac)| (inRs.) | (Day) (months) | registration
DNGAL| OKA-HNZM | 1527/10-1526/40 | 300x6=1800 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
TKD |UPM/L|TKD-OKA | 1523/3-1521/3  |2000x12=24000 I ol G - P
UPM/L|INCTKD | 1518/23-1517/27 | 800x10=8000 mprovement or Ganal-| 4,92 |5000.00] 120 18 Category ‘B
Total area = Bankot Motor Road in + and Above for
1,16,000 sqm nggpllhat qonsnuency, 18% Road works
Ty Dot of District Pithoragarh GST in any State
1. Km 39/9 to km 40/13 on DLl end 850 under otate oector in Govt./Govt.
Garhi Harsaru |on UP & DN side ) year 2021-22 & 3 of India/Govt.
2. km 0/6 to km 1/2 600m on FN side Beautification of Railway years Maintenance ndertakin
1. Km 29/5 to km 30/21 1450 mts on area/premises at station K 1t05 u erta g
Gurgaon UP & DN side on DLI end. approaches along the ( m. 0o )
2. km 31/23 to km 33/21 2000 mts on track for development
UP & DN SIDE on RE end of green cover/patches
7 = JICANTONMENT BOARD, AGRA
| side length 400 mts plants at its own costs |
palam KM 17/0-1 to km 19/0-1 1000 mtson RE 114, Fatehpur Sikri Road, Near Sadar Bazar, Agra Cantt
end 500 mts on DE end On UP & DN side . .
station Location K'M Length | Breadth Area In\"tatlon Of E-Tenders
Chainage __|(In Mtrs.)|(In Mtrs.) | (In Sam)| | E_Ayction are invited on behalf of Cantonment Board, Agra from the eligible
i-A?C E_fgjd UP |1479.400 - 1479.600| 200.00 | 10.00 | 2000.00| ||ndividuals/Agencies/Organization/Firms etc. for e-auction for utilisation of space for revenue
Palwal [ 8 oo 30000 | 2500 T7a0000ll | 9eneration with respect to GLR SY. No. 131/400, Motor Road, Namnair, Agra Cantt. Manual
" line side ) ) ’ ) ) bids/offers will not be accepted. The interested contractors/firms may look up the website
Ballabhgarh il DL End 4th 1502.050 - 1502.200| 150.00 | 20.00 | 3000.00|| [ (https:/eauction/gov.in/eacution). No conditional bid shall be accepted. The Board/CEQ reserves
__line side the right to cancel or withdraw the bid without any notice and the decision of Board/CEO in this
Faridabad '-Al(i;n%';’:jiup 1504.600 - 1504.790| 190.00 | 10.00 | 1900.00| |regard will be final. Terms/conditions, eligibility criteria and connected details can be seen in the
Now Toun [T AGG Ena 4t auction document published in the website - (https:/eauction.gov.in/eauction). Clarification
line side | |204:830 - 1504.980 150.00 | 10.00 | 1500.00}| | needed, if any may be enquired/clarified from the office on any working day from the office of CB
+AGC End UP 14508 525 - 1508.875| 350.00 | 10.00 | 3500.00 Agratelephonically (0562'22_27379)'
Faridabad [— 18308 Critical dates are as under;
: line side 1508.525 - 1509.425| 550.00 10.00 5500.00 1 Date of Publication 27.08.2022 -
1. The interested sponsoring Organizations/parties are advised to submit their 2 Start Date and Time for downloading of auction documents 27.08.2022 At 14:00 HRS
applications by email to landsrden5dli@gmail.com or by Post. el : B
2. Theinterested Individuals/parties/Organizations may visit the Website and the link 3 Sme!ss!on Start date and 'tlme 27.08.2022 At 16:00 HRS
given below for further details. 4 Submission End date and time 19.09.2022 At 13:00 HRS
rmsr/gr-_igdli_anrai'\ftvsv&goz-itn/view_iecﬁﬁr:gsp?l8;29=0&id=°,5,315573,1099 5 | Payment/Approval Start Date and time 19.09.2022 | At 14:00 HRS
I e Guidelines with regard to execution of the work. "
i) Details of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to be executed. 6 Payment/Approval End Date and time 21.09.2022 At 17:00 HRS
5, IDThe requisite sketchesiplans forthe above workateachtation. 7 | Auction Start Date 22.09.2022 | At10:00 HRS
el for T i cuals may piease contactfor The [oTowing 8 | Auction End Date 22.09.2022 | At17:00 HRS

Chief Executive Officer
Cantonment Board, Agra
(Vineet Kumar, I.D.E.S)

Government of India, Department of Atomic Energy,
Heavy Water Plant (Kota)

e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/CIVIL/2022/413

Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for
“Housekeeping of residential and public buildings in HWPK housing
colony for two years.” by General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Kota),
Post: Anushakti 323303, Via - Kota(Rajasthan) for and On behalf of the
President of India, from approved, eligible and experienced contractors.
Estimated cost of work: Rs. 46,32,467/-, EMD. Rs. 92,649/, Work
Completion Time 24 Months. Tender document can be viewed/downloaded
from 30.08.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 08.09.2022 (14:30 hrs). The last date for
online submission of tender is 08.09.2022 (14:30 hrs). The technical bids will
be opened on 09.09.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

The detailed NIT and Tender Documents are available on the website
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for free to view/download. The
detailed NIT can be seen at website www.hwb.gov.in For further
information please contact Telephone no. 01475- 242201/242231/242225,
fax -01475-242203 on all working days.

General Manager
For & on behalf of President of India

UJVN LIMITED

H.0.: “UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006,

Telephone.: 0135-2763808 & Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

Tender Notice Dated : 27.08.2022

Office of the Executive Engineer (Maintenance) Tiloth Power House,
Uttarkashi invites sealed tender from interested parties. Brief summary of
tenderis given below:

Tender No. :- (i) 05/EE(M)/2022-23 (ii) 06/EE(M)/2022-23

Name of Work :- (i) Different type of structural steel works (ii) Refilling of

fire extinguishers.

Estimated Cost:- (i) Rs. 5,34,060.00 (Taxes Extra) (i) 2,64,280.00

(Taxes Extra)

Date of availability of bid document on website :- 29.08.2022

Last date of submission of tender:-19.09.2022 at 16:00 hrs.

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents

can be downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”.
Executive Engineer (Maintenance)

“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”

UJVNL

Ref. No.: 574
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THE HIMACHAL PRADESH
STATE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD
Regd. Office:-New Himrus Building, Circular Road,
Shimla-171001(HP)
CIN: - U70109HP1966SGC 002683, Tel No.0177-
2621426/2624751/2625339 Fax: 0177-2624278
e-mail: hpsidc@rediffmail.com web site:hpsidc.in

CORRIGENDUM-II

Name of work:- Tenders for Transportation of packed bitumen from
Panipat and Mathura to Parwanoo, Distt. Solan (HP) and Tender
for the ransportation of Iron & Steel form Chandigarh to
Parwanoo, Mehatpur & Shimla.

The tender notices of the above said works were published on
dated 17.08.2022 in the “Indian Express” in (Chandigarh & Jallandhar
Edition having circulation Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi
& Chandigarh) stand withdrawn/cancelled due to some administrative
reasons. sdl-

Sr. Manager (Genl.)
HPSIDC Ltd. Shimla (HP.)
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Stokes’s England
fightback to
level Test series
against Proteas

ENS
AUGUST 27

IN THE first Test, they got rolled over in little
over twodays, triggering taunts about Bazball.
In the second, England got up, dusted them-
selves, and rolled over South Aftica for a stun-
ning win by an innings to leave the three-Test
series tantalisingly poised. Their captain Ben
Stokes showed immense mental and physical
strength to lead from the front; he hitamatch-
turning hundred in the first innings, bowled
his second-longest spell in first-class cricket in
the second, and inspired his team to dig deep.

Not that he was alone. Not that he only had
the usual suspects for support. There was Ben
Foakes, who has tattooed the date of his inspi-
rational father on his arm, silencing critics
about his batting with a fine hundred to turn
the game in the company for Stokes in the first
innings. There was Ollie Robinson, who
marked his return to Test cricket, with a four-
for in the second innings. There was even Zak
Crawley, who is still yet to convince many of
his batting ability, but he did manage to hang
around for along while for his 38 that allowed
Stokes and Foakes to avoid the ball when it was
newish and doing a lot more.

And of course there was the old hands
James Anderson and Stuart Broad. Anderson
who starred with a three-for; thatincluded the
prized wicket of Dean Elgar early onin the third
and final day. It shaped in from round the
stumps, landing around off and knocking out
the off pole out of the hole to kickstart a fabu-
lous day for the hosts. Broad knocked out Aidan
Markram first ball but it turned out to be ano-
ball but he would get his man for just 6. And
this time, he will swivel around, waiting for the
umpire to hear from the third umpire that he
hadn’toverstepped. Only then did he celebrate.

The best ball probably came from Stokes to
getrid of South Africa’s best batsman in thisin-
nings Keagan Petersen who top-scored witha
159-ball 42. But Stokes produced a cracker - a
leg cutter that leapt off a length, squared-up
Petersen and kissed the gloves enroute to an
ecstatic Foakes.

Much before the end, tongues were wag-

ging about Elgar’s decision to bat first under
overcast skies on the first morning when they
were shot out for 151. As ever the dogged
fighter refused to admit he was wrong. “We
had a plan coming here and it was about the
team selectionand tobatfirst.Idon't regretany
decisions made prior to the game,” he would
say later. Insome ways, the fans too won’t have
any regrets as the series hurtles towards a cli-
mactic finish next week.
BRIEF SCORE: South Africa 151 and 179
(Keegan Petersen 42; Ollie Robinson 4/43)lost
to England 415/9d (Ben Foakes 113; Anrich
Nortje 3/82) by an innings and 85 runs.

BRIDGE

Dealer: West Vulnerable: None

Bronzed In

Indians went for all-out
attack but when their
approach was repelled
by a Chia defensive
masterclass, they didn’t
have plan B

SHIVANINAIK
AUGUST 27

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
will always have the World Championship
bronze for keepsakes - in a manner of tick-
ing a box in history-making as India's first-
ever. One suspects though that neither the
slice of chronological history, nor the bronze,
will leave them immediately happy in Tokyo.
And just as well because Satwik-Chirag were
given the best seats in the house to witness
an Aaron Chia defensive masterclass, when
they were worn down 22-20,18-21,16-21 in
the semifinals that the Malaysians Chia and
Soh Wooi-Yiik won tactically.

Chia's defense - he has a low centre of
gravity and guards the floor like a big fish in
a big pond - retrieving almost everything,
ended up annoying the Indians who reck-
oned their attack will get them past the line.
He sent everything back. The annoyance ex-
acerbated into being outplayed in latter
stages, as their own defense wilted, and they
were leaking points, bombarded by the
Malaysian power-attack.

A 0-5 head to head margin couldn't be
overturned, but more likely magnified the
Indians' shortcomings under the spotlight of
the big stage World's. A gold or silver medal
at the World Championships also means you
are close to being the best, or thereabouts.
The bronze, though a mark of how far
Satwik-Chirag have come in their careers -
and single-handedly elevated Indian bad-
minton with them too, also circled each area
in which they lacked.

Starting with their defense. The condi-
tions afforded them the luxury to slow it
down, tug back the gears, and do what they
do best - play softer strokes in carefully con-
structed rallies, while at the same time give
themselves a chance to salvage their defense.
Instead, post the narrow first set win, they
got baited into relying on going slam-bang,
and drawn into faster rallies, flatter ex-
changes, where their own defense was
bound to crumble.

Satwik was peppered on his body and is
anyway vulnerable on the 4th or 5th torso
charge. Chirag's nerves just didn't settle
enough to fortify his usually dependable de-
fense, and he ended up turning into a weak
link, after the first set scolding of his serve
appeared to linger in his mind. All in all, while

jans eye golden future

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty were witness to an Aaron Chia defensive masterclass, and were worn down in
the semi-finals of the Worlds. Badmintonphoto

Chia only grew into a colossus in defense as
the match progressed, and later Soh took
over at the back to keep shuttle in play, the
Indian defense was falling apart.

The key to this Indian pairing's intimida-
tory attacking style is using that big weapon
in short effective bursts. To very choosily
punctuate an otherwise nuanced game of
angles and positional strokes. A leaping air-
borne Satwik smash is grand to watch, un-
returnable even. But that hitting can't be sus-
tained over the entire duration, and needed
small incisive doses rather than the aggres-
sion becoming a fall-back for everything else
going wrong,. Chia, as one of the best defense
players on the circuit, was anyway going to
counter that, so it made little sense to at-
tempt hitting your way out of other troubles.
Hitting harder only meant failing harder, ex-
pending more energy on no returns.

It was something that Indians had fal-
tered in, at the Commonwealth Games.
Repeating the attacking-line hoping it would
work this time, was a folly. Winning the
opener sent them a confusing signal of what
might work. "They were also a bit nervous
and when we started we felt it was our day
today but we should have controlled things
in the second," Satwik said later.

Though other things in the opening set
mightwell have cornered the Indians into des-
peration from the second set onwards. Chirag's
serve being faulted clouded his confidence.
And Satwik not being as sharp on return of
serve, meantevery rally opened cagily. Satwik
would say as much later: "They are quite ex-
perienced in those first four strokes. We

could've kept more calm, I feel we were a little
bitlazy and nervous in those first four strokes.
Butyes, kudos to them. They played really well
and controlled their nerves."

The muddle in their minds despite tak-
ing the opener, was something they seemed
to have struggled with. "I feel we could've
been a bit more calmer. Of course, you can
say alot of things — we could’ve done this and
that, but getting that balance is obviously
what every top player wants. Sometimes,
when you are extremely calm you can get
complacent as well, so you need to find a bal-
ance," Shetty said.

"We played 95 per cent, maybe we could
have put more pressure on them in the sec-
ond game, maybe our attitude showed that
we were relaxed and they got back their
rhythm. We could have grabbed those situ-
ations,” Satwik mused.

By the time the decider rolled in, the
Malaysians were in a good space with com-
pact tactics, and the Indians were fraying.
Satwik saw the net chords as rotten luck, which
happens. Though at 17-15 when Chirag got a
string out a second time and had to hop out
and back in changing the racquet, time in
which Malaysians gobbled the singly manned
court, Indians could be said to be badly unlucky
given the juncture. The Indians wanted the big-
ger medal real bad, and didn't lack in effort. But
finding that balance, like Chirag said between
overdoing it and not being proactive enough,
eluded them in Tokyo.

Stunning achievement
The only reason why a bronze doesn't feel

marvellousis because the duo are capable of
the gold, and they will feel this pain individ-
ually, personally and well beyond tomor-
row's many-hued headlines. But in taking
India forward in its shuttle journey, Satwik-
Chirag will count as absolutely magnificent.
India’s never had it this good in men's dou-
bles, and the duo were central to Thomas Cup
triumph, which was unthinkable without
them.

More than any medal or Cup and ab-
stracts of national glory (though that drives
them), Satwik-Chirag are eminently watch-
able for the exciting matches they play, con-
stantly pushing the top pairings and always
on the brink of tipping over reputations. It
means, this pairing will always get TV eye-
balls for they never pause trying hard. Their
game is versatile, the men themselves are
excellent down to earthindividuals, and the
potential given this setback and how hungry
it'll leave them, is immense.

2024 will always be the big goal, and
justas well that it was only a bronze for that
will push them to work harder, address
their shortcomings, and keep them hun-
gry to prove a point. This loss might leave
them hurting, but the medal won should
get plenty of young pairings inspired while
educating them on just how much more
they need to work to get even upto here.
Indians aren't naturally blessed for the
speed and intensity of men's doubles.
Satwik-Chirag's biggest achievement is
that they got so good at doubles they never
let you realise that it was a tough citadel to
crack for Indians.
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Liverpool score
nine goals; City’s
Haaland scores
hat-trick for win

REUTERS
AUGUST 27

LIVERPOOL MATCHED the record for the
biggest ever Premier League win with a 9-0
thrashing of Bournemouth on Saturday while
Erling Haaland got his first Manchester City
hat-trickand Manchester United ended arun
of seven straight away league defeats.

Liverpool had failed to win in their open-
ing three games, including Monday's 2-1 de-
featat United, but talk of a sluggish start to the
season was soon forgotten as they took a 2-0
lead within six minutes and added three more
before the break.

Six different Liverpool players were on the
scoresheet but remarkably Egyptian striker
Mohamed Salah was not one of them.

Luis Diaz and Roberto Firmino scored twice
as Liverpool became the fourth PLteam towin
by a 9-0 margin. Trent Alexander-Arnold said
the win was cathartic after the poor perform-
ance against theirrivals at Old Trafford. "That's
what we needed to do after Monday. Our aim
was to come out of the blocks. We played on
the atmosphere here today. We were on the
front foot from the first kick," he said.

Haaland hat-trick

Champions City were 2-0 down inside 21
minutes at home to Crystal Palace but after
some tactical adjustments from Pep Guardiola
early in the second half they roared to a 4-2
winwith new signing Haaland providing are-
minder of his goal threat.

The Norwegian's glancing header from a
Phil Foden cross had brought City level at 2-2
after a deflected Bernardo Silva effort pulled
them back into the game.

Haaland then turned in a John Stones ef-
fort from close range and his third goal show-
cased his power and strength as he latched on
to an Ilkay Gundogan pass, held off Joel Ward
and blasted the ball into the bottom corner.

The former Borussia Dortmund forward
now has six goals from his opening four league
games and Guardiola, whose side are top on
10 points, said he was simply showing his abil-
ity. "What he has done today he has done all
his career. It is nothing special (for him)," said
the Spaniard.

KEY RESULTS

Southampton 0 | 1 ManUtd
Man City 4 { 2 CPalace
Chelsea 2 | 1 Leicester
Liverpool 9 { 0 B'mouth
Brighton 1 { 0 LeedsUtd
Liverpool 9 | 0 B'mouth
Arsenal 2 1 Fulham

YOUR WEEK AHEAD

NORTH SOUTH QUICK CLUES

2K1034 4404932 ?Cl}%(;sfgstidiouslyselective -.Ili.'.-.“.
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8. Nil(4) .
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WEST NORTH EAST  SOUTH 11. Appeases or spoils by over .
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pass 4D¢ pass B34 14."___the picture!” (13)

pass  pass  pass 15. Facile (4 HENENEREN EHENR

South opened 1S and North bid 4D. This is a splinter bid showing game
points with four spades or more and a singleton diamond. South felt that
he could not find out enough to determine if seven was making but was
willing to bet ona small slam.West led the queen of diamonds. What does
thislead tell you?
TheWestHand:S-6H-K532D-QJ1082C-KJ10

TheEastHand S-87H-A8764 D-K763C-73

Ittellsyou that West has the QJ10 of diamonds. What else does it tell you?
And, how are you going to play this hand?

If you consider what West did not lead as well as what he did lead, you will
cometoarevealing conclusion. Thinkabout the heart suit. Should you put
everything on the club finesse working or should you try something else?
Specifically, what is your line of play?

The reason that | asked you to think about the heart suit was this. If West
had the ace and king of hearts, would he not lead one? If you agree that
Westwouldhaveledaheart, thenitis clear that Easthas oneor both of the
heart honours.Which means that you can claim. No need to worry about
clubs. Play on heartsinstead.

Youwintt f trumps, endingindummy. Lead the
queenofhearts. On thishand East plays the ace and you ruff. Ruffadiamond
in dummy and lead the jack of hearts. East ducks and you discard a club.
West wins but you can claim. You have two good hearts to discard your
last two small clubs and you can ruff your last diamond. You can see that
trusting the club suit would b .

TIP: When an opponent does not lead an ace against a suit contract, he

seldom has the ace and king of that suit. DOWN
Dealer- South Vulnerable: None CRYPTIC CLUES 1. English extr.emists ? ( 7)
ACROSS 2. Sportsmaninrankwith
NORTH SOUTH 1. Matching letter for letter? (13)  royalty(5)
PYNEL Q72 8. Some meagre winnings may 3. The English copper repairing
be increased (4) road in the country (7)
«0J10 ¥A983 9. Unitisvery unruly in this seat 4. Makes up face with oils ?
48643 4 AK2 of learning (10) (6,1,8)
SAJ #1054 10. The book on theridge features 5. Oxenit offered no way out
amale kangaroo (3,3) (24)
11. Interwoven with the figure (8) ~ 6. Athome one day I had some
L] NORTHAEA T ?g‘lﬂ-H 12. Travesty of justice is worth food but was never satisfied (9)
sorting out - gangster...(4,5) 7. Do they disembowel drains?
pass 156 pass INT 14. Sticky situations (4) @)
pass INT pass pass 15. He was barbarousinhandling ~ 13. Sport played in strange opal
pass others (4) tower (5,4)
16. Supported by a pillow (9) 15. Get away with Jim first
e o game. West s h ief pades, whieh oo sspiuly 20. Hurtsaliensocialites?(5,3)  reportedlyina tunic(7) Lucid 22 Bl
- — pioiousy 21. Does away with when Jack is 17. Get up to assume battle

like adoubleton. What are your thoughts?

16. Turbulence (9)

20. Type of sugar (8)

21. Resembling wood ? (6)

23. Couturier (10)

24.Baby'sbed (4)

25.Tanned by the elements (7-6)

DOWN

1. Win control over(7)

2. Agroup of singers(5)

3. Friendly(7)

4. Ex-Indiaand Mumbai
batsman and skipper ? (5,10)
5. Water smoking pipe (6)
6. Afierceattack(9)

7. Obvious(7)

13. Indigestion (9)

15. Facial feature ? (7)

17. Not subject to duty (3-4)
18. View (7)

19. Cordiality (6)

22.Legal or valid (5)

found eating scraps of food (6)
23. Door for labmade witha
wooden plank (10)

24.1s not curtailed in broken tins
4)

25. She’s showing the film script
toJoe in production (13)

positions? (5,2)

18. Clearly out of this world (7)
19. High-class fur fit for purpose
(6)

22.Duck bone I ascribed to small
antelope (5)

Solutions to 2387

QUICKCLUESACcross:1 Pom-pom,5
Proceeds,9 Broccoli, 10 Tetrad,11
Unimaginable, 13 Anti, 14 Thorough,17
Singular,18 Ems,20 Demographics,23
Falcon,24 Socrates,25 Fearless,26
Seento.Down:2 Ogre,3 Picturing, 4
Myopic,5 Philanthropists,6 Orthicon,7
Extra,8 Dhaulagiri,12 Incinerate,15
Overstate, 16 Florence,19 Nieces, 21
Occur,22 West.CRYPTIC CLUES
Across:1 Sumsup,5 Lastlook,9 Cole-
slaw,10 Vetoes,11 Receptionist, 13
Mane,14 Resigned,17 Brasshat,18
Amno,20 Girlsandboys,23 Litchi,24
Effusion,25 Agedness,26 Neatly.
Down:2 UFOs,3 Sheerlegs,4 Police,
5 Low-spiritedness,6 Sawviest,7 Let
in,8 Overseeing,12 Ram-raiding, 15
Glassysea,16 Thiamine,19 Boffin,21

Birthday

Sunday August 28

Your financial stars are growing stronger
by the day. It could be next week before
family members finally figure out exactly
what they want. Give them time, there is
plenty for you to be getting on with.

Monday August 29

There's a sense that a new dawn is about
to break. You know that things can only
get better. What you need to do first is
consider your options and a strategy.

Tuesday August 30

Lovers, friends or very close colleagues
have a great deal to teach you, and you in
turn have a very great deal to learn.

Wednesday August 31

Personal, professional and domestic
issues will all be thrown into the
melting-pot. Confrontation will benefit
from a hard exchange of views.

Thursday September 1
Emotions are running high, but your
strongest quality is your romantic
idealism. You expect only the best from
other people. If they can live up to your
expectations or not is another question.

Friday September 2

You'll be encouraged to take on new
responsibilities over the next year but
there doesn't seem to be too much
pressure. Instead, it looks as if you're able
to pick and choose, which is good news.

Saturday September 3

There's a sense in which the seeds of offers
and invitations have already been sown.
Concentrate on initiatives already
underway before taking up fresh projects.

JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 3s o
Instructions Ful 3 (42)
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, I (0)) T 1 5 3 E E' .2 4 E
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get o every digit from 1t0 9 ? 5 1 g < BiG:4l5 fizlgla|T
the answerforthegivenquip. q_ mustappearin each of the 9 Ei. o | (&
If you cannot convince them,___them-Harry Truman (7) fo) nine vertical columns, in - ! 'EI' _2 .3 E 4 ? E 5 '1
< each of the nine horizontal 1 Fidta 2 8 i3 2|8 5 8B|7 24
FRYEO KLPYCU rows and ineach of the
.. % nine boxes. - PRE T : a g8 97 245013
o
2 % 5. 718 I T|BI6 |2
VENUS CHILNF D | DifficultyLevel 5 3 = 27114 2613185
n 1s=Veryeasy; 2s = Easy; 3 _4 T Q‘ Is didigi2 B. 578
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; | =
5s=VeryHard; 6s= o # ) Sig:8l1 73426
UBLWINI], ALIPH - WAY) ISNJUOD ‘WY DUIAUOD JOUUEI NOA J] :1oMsUy Genius - (7]
HONITd ‘AMDN1d ‘SNAIN YIA04 :NOLLNTOS

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

The very fact that the
Moonis so utterly
favourable indicates
thatyou should get

offtoaflying start. The only

chance for confusion or silly
mistakes seems to occur at work,
where care should be necessary
early on. Athome, an older
relation will unexpectedly come
toyour aid.

TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)

Your signis not
known for being a
complex one, but
right now you may
display many reclusive
characteristics, just like Scorpio,
your secretive opposite sign. Soif
you are pushed into the public
eye, it may be with the greatest
reluctance. Listen to loved ones’
good advice, day-dream to your
heart's content, and let your
imagination fly away.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Justhold on foralittle
while longer; your
time will come and,
whenitdoes, there'll

be no turning back. One useful

way to use your current
planetary potential, is to turn to
your friends for support and
enrol other people as allies. You
must get partners on your side at
workas well asathome.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
You are full of good
ideas, but the
questionis - good for
whom? And, come to
that, good for what? Have your
say, but never imagine that you
can have the last word, for the
factsare now allupin the air. If
you are not sure what someone
really means, ask them.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Strangely the Moon
isinboth friendly and
challenging regions
of your chart so,
even though the tide is flowing in
your direction, financial
complications are somewhat
inevitable this week. Small
precautions will help, mind you.
For example, keep spare cash
available and please don't bite off
more than you can chew.
VIRGO (Aug 24 -Sep 23)
The current
extraordinary
planetary alignment
brings boundless
enthusiasm and limitless
optimism. Watch out, forit's at
times such as these that you
fail to notice the obvious. Above
all, never take a close
relationship for granted, or good
fortune might slip through
your fingers.

You starsare on the
@ move, altering
easier ones.
Challenging aspects indicate
shortage of energy lately, you
may have ignored the need to
or not have been in the right
situation to make the most of
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
Excellent social
@ exerta positive
impact on your life
little is beyond your grasp. Your
thought processes are in tip-top
intuitive style is now favoured.
You need to keep some of your
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
It's a time for
9 onyour ownvery
special skills and
question of ignoring other
people'sinterests, just of doing
business prospects boom as long
asyouare prepared to spend a
some way down the line.
CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
alignment between
theSunanda
planets makes for a potentially
remarkable time, although
impossible. Disagreements may
centre on joint responsibilities
onyour attitude butalittle
determination will see you
is what you make it.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
difficult positions for
that, although you've had no
pursue your personal ambitions,
them. This should now change.
possibilities should
and, if you take the initiative,
condition, mainly because your
deeper instincts under control.
selfishness, focusing
individual talents. It'snota
the best for yourself. Your
little now to earn a bigger profit
Apowerful
@ number of other vital
misunderstandings are not
and travel plans, much depends
through. Remember: the future
@ Contradictory signals

are to be expected.
It's pretty certain that
you'll have to go back
overold ground, and at least one
decision could benefit from
being reconsidered. You've other

people to think about apart from
yourself, and older relations
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Events are beginning
@ carrying your

feelings. Over the
have been complicated to say
the least, but your dominant
hope for the future rather than
regret for the past. Remember,

deserveahelping hand.

to move fast, and are
past few months your emotions
mood should now be one of
the future is what you make it.
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India versus Pakistan;
7:30 pm, Live on Star Sports network

— BRIEFLY —

AIFF apologises to
GokulamKerala

New Delhi: Gokulam Kerala ownerV C
Praveen on Saturday said that the AIFF's
"inefficiency" cost the clublakhs of ru-
pees after the national federation apol-
ogised to the team for its removal from
the AFCWomen's Club Championship
owing to the 11-day ban by FIFA.
Gokulam Kerala, the reigning Indian
Women's League champions, were the
worst affected by the FIFA ban on the
AIFF as the Kozhikode-based team was
not allowed to compete in the top-tier
AFCclub competitionin Uzbekistan. "It
is like pinching the baby and rocking
the cradle. Because of their inefficiency
we lost lakhs,” Praveen said, hours af-
ter the ban on AIFF was lifted. The lifting
of the ban on Friday will allow Indian
national teams and clubs to play in
competitions under the aegis of AFC
and FIFA, but it was a huge loss for
Gokulam Kerala as they missed out a
chance to rub shoulders with the best
sides in Asia. PTI

Navjeet Dhillon fails
dopetest

New Delhi: Indian discus thrower
Navjeet Kaur Dhillon has failed an
out-of-competition dope test con-
ducted abroad by Athletics Integrity
Unit (AIU) before the World
Championships last month. Dhillon
had won abronze in the 2018 CWG in
Gold Coast but finished eighth in the
Birmingham CWG which concluded
on August 8. "Yes, she (Dhillon) has
failed dope test conducted by AlU. If
you try to cheat, you will get caught,”
a source said on the condition of
anonymity. PTI

Mohammedan SC
beat Air Force 2-0

Kolkata: Kolkata giants Mohammedan
Sporting became the first team to
qualify for the quarterfinals of the
Durand Cup after registering a2-0 win
over Indian Air Force 2-0 here on
Saturday. Goals from Senegalese de-
fender Ousmane Ndiaye (33rd
minute) and young forward Rahul
Paswan (87th minute) helped the
Black Panthers secure their spot in the
last eight stage and also register their
third win in the tournament from as
many matches. Mohammedan has
one final game remaining against ISL
giants Bengaluru FC, but the outcome
of the match will hardly matter for the
Black and Whites. PTI

Sumariwallaclaims
heis|OA prez

New Delhi: The factional feud in the
Indian Olympic Association resur-
faced with vice president Adille
Sumariwalla claiming he has been
"appointed" its president by the exec-
utive council, only for secretary gen-
eral Rajeev Mehta to term it "unten-
able" under I0A Constitution. In a
letter to International Olympic
Committee (I0C) president Thomas
Bach and IOA members, Sumariwalla
said he has been "co-opted to be the
president of IOA by the majority of the
members of the Executive Council...
vide letters dated July 2022". "The
erstwhile I0OA president Narinder
Dhruv Batra resigned from the post
on 18.07.2022 due to personal reasons
which led to a vacancy for the post.
Thereafter, 18 executive members out
of 31 in accordance with clause 11.1.5
of the IOA Constitution co-opted the
undersigned to fill the vacancy,” he
said in the letter. PTI

Faking intensity ... mentally down, Kohli didn’t touch bat for a month

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 27

DAYS AFTER England captain Ben Stokes
opened up about his mental health issues,
India’s former captain Virat Kohli talked
about how the long lean patch of runs had
taken a toll on his “mental health” and how
he was “disturbed” to find he “wasn’t excited
toplay ... practice”.

"l am not shy to admit that I was feeling
mentally down," Kohli told Star Sports. “We
don't want to be looked at as mentally weak.
Trust me, faking to be strong is far worse than
admitting to be weak ... I'm looked at as a
guy who is mentally very strong and I am.
But everyone has a limit and you need to
recognise that limit, otherwise things can get
unhealthy for you," he said.

Kohli hasn’t scored an international hun-
dred for nearly three years, and even as the
likes of former India coach Ravi Shastri pub-
licly said he needs a break, and should with-
draw from the IPL, Kohli had carried on play-
ing. It appears that he now sees it as a
mistake. “Icame to realisation that [ was try-
ing to fake my intensity a bit recently,” Kohli
said. "I was convincing myself that no, you

EXPRESS INUAE

SANDIPG
DUBAI, AUGUST 27

WHEN VIRAT KOHLI and Babar Azam bat,
chores and duties are set aside and people let
themselves be enraptured by the two wil-
lowed virtuosos practising their craft. The de-
votion of watching them is matched only by
the commitment both these batsmen have
for their batting, pure and almost innocent in
its essence. When they shake hands or hug
or talk about each other, the virtual world
goes berserk. From teammates and former
players, fans or even those unstained by
cricket-fixation, are compelled to comment,
tweet, troll or debate, or somehow leave their
digital footprint on the lives and careers of
two of the greatest batsmen of their times.

Though the cricketing rivalry of India and
Pakistan is long and chronicled, arguably the
most passionate in the game, the narratives
sometimes veering beyond the boundaries
of a cricket field, no two cricketers from ei-
ther country has ever been subjected to such
relentless comparisons, or their greatness
examined and scrutinised, with as much pas-
sion as has been the case of Kohli or Babar.

There were of course greats from both
countries who have played in the same era,
and encountered each other more frequently
than they do now, like Kapil Dev and Imran
Khan, or Sunil Gavaskar and Zaheer Abbas,
or Sachin Tendulkar and Saeed Anwar, or Anil
Kumble and Saqlain Mushtaq, but none of
them were pitted eye-to-eye as direct rivals,
or equals, or competitors to the greatest of
their trades of their times.

The non-prevalence of an aggressive so-
cial media world could be one of the reasons.
Another could be that historically, there was
little premise for direct comparisons.
Pakistan’s fast bowlers were always a few
notches ahead of their Indian counterparts,
the latter had better batsmen than spinners.
So comparisons were skewed, and the plot-

ON NOT TOUCHING

A BAT FORA MONTH

“For the first timein 10 years, |
didn't touch my bat for a month.
I haven't done that everin my
life. | came to the realisation
that | was trying to kind of fake
my intensity a bit recently. 'l can
doit, you're competitive', you're
convincing yourself you have the
intensity but your body is telling
you to stop, your mind is telling
you to just take a break and step
back.”

ON HOW THE LONG BREAK
HELPED HIM

“l was experiencing that | was
not excited to play, | was not
excited to practice and that
really disturbed me. | thought
thisis not who lam. | felt | just
had to step out from that
environment... This has been an
amazing break, I've neverhad a
break this long. And the first
thing I realized was | got up and
I was excited to go to the gym,
recently.”

had the intensity. But your body was telling
you to stop. The mind was telling me to take
abreakand step back... We don'twant tobe
looked at as mentally weak.”

Kohli finally took a break after the tour of
England, sitting out the two limited-over se-
ries in West Indies and Zimbabwe.

"For the first time in 10 years, I didn't

touch my bat for amonth. I haven't done that
ever in my life. [ came to the realisation that
Iwas trying to kind of fake my intensity a bit
recently. T can do it, you're competitive',
you're convincing yourself you have the in-
tensity but your body is telling you to stop,
your mind is telling you to just take a break
and step back. And it's packed, I understand

what Ravi bhai [Ravi Shastri] has mentioned,
he's mentioned about the volume of cricket
and of how I've played 40 or 50% more than
anyone in the last ten years. So it's very easy
to ignore these things (because) you're fit,
you're working hard on yourself', Kohli said.

Inthe last five games, that includes a Test,
two T20Is and ODISs, his highest score was 20.
His last international hundred came against
Bangladesh in 2019. Kohli spoke what he
learned from the short break. “This period
taught me a lot of things that  wasn't allow-
ing to come to surface. When they eventu-
ally came up, [ embraced it.”

Kohli said it hit him hard when he found
that he wasn’t getting excited to play and
train. "I was experiencing that I was not ex-
cited to play, I was not excited to practice and
thatreally disturbed me. I thought thisis not
wholam.Ifelt]just had to step out from that
environment. And if you get some distance,
you can see ... This has been an amazing
break, I've never had a break this long. And
the first thing I realized was I got up and Iwas
excited to go to the gym, that was the first
mark. This is a normal practice and everyone
should realize it and give themselves the
space to come to the conclusion.”

Kohli also urged other players to look

ASIA CUP: INDIA PLAYS PAKISTAN

Kohli ¥ersus and Babar

Getting caught up in a hyper-nationalism when comparing the two batting greats is not the ideal way to appreciate them

B

Virat Kohli in a lighter mood during a training session on Saturday. (Top right)
Kohli and Babar greet each other in Dubai. Bcc/pi

lines always projected the contests between
the two countries as India’s batsmen versus
Pakistan fast bowlers. Sachin versus Akram,
Sehwag versus Akhtar.

But now it’s Virat versus Babar—who of
these two would stamp their greatness would
be the central thread of the Asia Cup fixture

between India and Pakistan in Dubai on
Sunday, though there are a raft of others who
could influence the game.

So much so that to discuss Kohli and
Babar has become an obsession. To count
their runs, calculate their averages and strike-
rates, torattle out their feats, to belt out their

Farooqi swings it Afghanistan’s way in opener

SANDIPG
DUBAI, AUGUST 27

TWO FEATURES of Afghanistan medium
pacer Fazalhaq Farooqi stand out. The first,
and the most prominent is the late inswing
he purchases against the right-handed bats-
men. His action is not classically moulded,
not a Trent Boult or Shaheen Afridi who
glides into their release. Farooqji’s is a clunkier
action. But like Boult and Afridi, he bends the
ball back in devilishly late. The second is the
energy he expends on his appeals.

The exertion, both physical and verbal,
takes him on his knees, arms so wide apart
that you feel like he would start banging his
chest if he is denied a wicket, veins on the
neck and arms popping out so prominently
that you feel like those would burst any mo-
ment.

Both features rattled Sri Lanka’s batsmen.
The swing first, and then the appeal. Just five
balls into the game, Kusal Mendis realised
this. Farooqi was mostly slanting the ball
across him off a short of good length, almost
benignly, without much pace or movement.
Then from nowhere, he pinged one fuller and
faster, swinging and swerving, onto the legs
of Mendis past his angled bat looking to flick

Afghanistan fast bowler Fazalhaq
Farooqi took 3/11 against Sri Lanka.

the ball. Mendis perhaps read the ball, but
did not factor in the pace and movement. His
awe-struck response demonstrated that he
was not expecting any of the late swing. Not
from a little-known Afghanistan bowler from
the northern province of Baghlan, just16 in-
ternational games old.

The appeal turned on deaf ears. The um-
pire was unmoved. Farooqi had little hesita-
tion in cajoling his captain Mohammad Nabi
to seek a review. Farooqi’s convictions stood

vindicated. The review in slow motion en-
hanced the beauty of the ball—a lovely re-
lease, the upright seam, the light away-
swerve and finally the late swing back. His
celebration, though, was not as wild as his
appeal.

There was more devilish in-swing in
store, this time to the left-handed Charith
Aslanka the very next ball after he nailed
Mendis. Aslanka was perhaps expecting the
same ball, an away-goer as he was a left-han-
der. He shuffled across to the ball that was
less fuller than the previous one, only to see
the ball snake back into his pads. This time,
the umpire immediately answered his plea.
Sri Lanka teetered to 3/2 in the first over, an
abyss from which they could not crawl back.

Sri Lanka probably came with plans in
tow for Rashid Khan (not that their plans
were exactly prudent or the execution was
perfect), but even before the leg-spinner
strolled in, they were half-away into an em-
barrassing defeat, a humbling reality check.
By the time Farooqi came back for his second
over, Sri Lanka had lost another wicket too,
that of Pathum Nissanka to Naveen-ul-Hagq.
He almost snatched a hat-trick, but for
Danushka Gunathilaka’s inside edge onto the
pads. He almost had him chopped on, but the
ball missed the stumps by a whisker.

Suddenly, Sri Lanka were playing him as war-
ily as they would have Shaheen Afridi or
Jasprit Bumrah, or Mitchell Starc, Farooqi’s
favourite bowler.

At this stage of his career, he is close to
none of the trio. But Afghanistan had un-
earthed a genuinely skilful bowler who could
ally with their spinners. Hereafter, they
would no longer be just about Rashid Khan.
Batsmen of far stronger sides than Sri Lanka
would be dissecting him threadbare, decod-
ing the yin and yang of his in-swingers.

The Lankans showed brief resistance—

Gunathilaka and Bhanuka Rajapaksa stitched
45 runs but Gunathilaka’s exit triggered an-
other collapse. Soon, Sri Lanka were reeling
at 9/75 before the merry-go-round batting
of Matheesha Pathirana and Chamika
Karunaratne dragged them to 105. Inevitably,
Farooqi broke the last wicket stand. Sri
Lanka’s embarrassment was not complete—
Afghanistan wrapped up the chase in 10.1
overs. And throughout it all shone Farooqi—
his inswing and appeal.
BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 105 in 19.4 ovs
Bhanuka Rajapaksa 38, Chamika Karunaratne
31; Fazalhaq Farooqi 3/11, Mohammad Nabi
2/14)lost to Afghanistan 106/2 (Hazratullah
Zazai 37 n.o.; Rahmanullah Gurbaz 40;
Wanindu Hasaranga 1/19

There was a sense of fan-boy
worship, but whatever Babar
thinks of himself or Kohli, the
former's batting has evolved to
such an exalted level that
comparisons with the best are
asinevitable as they are
irresistible.

match-winning knocks, to describe the
strokes they play and they do not, to pick
their flaws and failures, to measure the
beauty of their strokes.

Sometimes, these roll onto unhealthy lev-
els too, like when Kohli's fans celebrate when
Babar fails, or the other way around, or the
vitriol they spew on social-media platforms.
Almost like cricketing versions of Roger
Federer and Rafael Nadal. But unlike in ten-
nis, or any other individual sport, the debate
cannot be settled counting head-to-heads.
In the case of Federer and Nadal, even those
comparisons are inconclusive.

It's the extraordinary paradox of this
game—how two individuals transcend the
team sport and do so time and time again. It
isn’t simply a case of counting their runs or
success. If that were the attraction, then we
must drag Joe Root into the conversation, for
he and Babar have been the two most in-
form batsmen around in the last two years.
The trio of Kane Williamson, Steve Smith and
Kolhi have fallen off their peaks.Therein lies
another contradiction of Babar-Kohli com-

within, give themselves space, and prioritise
mental health.

“And not keep running like headless
chickens all over the place. Because you can
get carried away with so many demands,
such schedules being piled up. You've seen
the result of what happened with Ben Stokes,
Trent Boult and Moeen Ali. These are not ab-
normalities, it's a very normal practice for
people who are in touch with themselves
and know what they want.”

Another important learning, Kohli said,
was that “there is much more to life than just
your profession”.

“If you're engulfed in an atmosphere
where people are judging you only by your
professional identity, somewhere you lose
perspective as to who you are as a human be-
ing.Ican't be just this person, yes people love
me and get inspired by me but who am I at
the core of my being? So these things I un-
derstood strongly.

“The mind feeds on negativity. And I've
always been a guy who has followed my
heart. I was looked at a guy who was a brat,
and I was. I was not mature enough butIwas
true to myself. I never wanted to be or tried
to be someone else, which in this recent
phasel have.”

parisons. Babar’s career is on the ascent—he
is only 27, the conventional peak years ahead
of him.

Different phases

At 34 years of age, Kohli is now well into
the twilight of his career, coincidentally en-
during the worst slump of his career. Soa com-
parative study of the pair must deal with Kohli
being almost seven years older than Babar.
Kohli was scoring hundreds for fun when
Babar was still learning the game and it is likely
that Babar will keep scoring hundreds for sev-
eral years after Kohli has hung up his bat.

Far from the world of frantic supporters,
Babar has maintained that Kohliis nota com-
petitor but a yardstick, someone he looks up
to as inspiration rather than as a rival. “I
watch his [Kohli’s] batting and the way he
bats in various conditions, and try to learn
from them,” he had once said. On another
occasion, he had said: “Ido not just copy Virat
Kohli, but I really follow him. [ dream of be-
coming like him. Some people compare me
with Virat, while there’s no comparison as I
am just in the beginning. I feel that I cannot
be just like him, but it can be closer to his in-
stinct of playing.”

There was a sense of fan-boy worship, but
whatever Babar thinks of himself or Kohli,
the former's batting has evolved to such an
exalted level that comparisons with the best
are as inevitable as they are irresistible.

They both illustrate the inevitable combi-
nation of an inherent gift with an insatiable
drive to excel. There is no single ingredient
that creates greatness, just as there is no sin-
gle definition of greatness.

The best is to enjoy them as they are,
undiluted by comparisons or caught upina
meaningless hyper-nationalism.

Like you would enjoy two different gen-
res of music. Babar’s qawwali to Kohli’s
bhangra, but in distinct ways each transports
you to a blissful world, as only music can.
Batting, at the level Babar and Kohli operate,
is indeed music.

And Sunday could be that day when their
music could fill the stands of a stadium in the
middle of a desert, whirl into the drawing
rooms of a million houses and flicker on the
smartphones of a few million more spread
across the world’s time zones.

The cricketing world is waiting to be
paused, just as the virtual world is waiting to
gowild.

Dravid recovers, to join
team before Pakistan game

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, AUGUST 27

INDIA’S COACH Rahul Dravid has fully recov-
ered from Covid-19 and is expected to join the
Indian team in time for the team’s opening
Asia Cup game against Pakistan in Dubai on
Sunday. Dravid had tested positive a few days
ago and was under home isolation in
Bangalore. The Indian cricket board had de-
cided toappoint VVS Laxman as interim coach
until Dravid joined the team. “Rahul test re-
sults has come negative and he s fit to fly,” a
BCCl official confirmed to The Indian Express.

Dravid’s symptoms were mild and it is
learnt that his test report came negative on
August 27. India begin their Asia Cup cam-
paign on August 28 with a game against arch
rivals Pakistan.

In a statement earlier, Jay Shah, the BCCI
secretary, noted, “Team India Head Coach
Rahul Dravid has tested positive for COVID-
19 in a routine test conducted ahead of the
team’s departure to the UAE for Asia Cup
2022. Dravid is under the supervision of the
BCCI Medical team and has mild symptoms.
He will join the team once he returns with a

Rahul Dravid was Covid positive.

negative COVID-19 report. The rest of the
team will assemble in the UAE on 23rd
August, 2022.”

Ravi Shastri, former India coach, had said
during a promotional event that India don’t
have to worry about their coach Rahul Dravid
testing Covid positive.

“In three-four days, it will be fine, and he
will be back in the park.”

The BCCl had already stated that Dravid’s
case was mild and that he has been asked to
undergo another test. Barring the break dur-
ing the IPL, Dravid has been on the road for
nine-and-half months and for five series
since he took over last November.
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