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Russia blocks adoption of N-
disarmament text

United Nations:

Russia on Friday prevented the adoption of a joint declaration following a four-week UN conference on a
nuclear disarmament treaty, with Moscow denouncing what it said were “political” aspects of the text. The
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which 191 signatories review every five years, aims to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons, promote complete disarmament and prom ote cooperation in the peaceful use of
nuclear energy. The nations had been gathered at UN headquarters in New Yo rk since August 1 participating
in a month of negotiations, includi ng afinal session that was postponed for several hours on Friday. In the
end, the conference’s president, Gustavo Zlauvinen of Argentina, said it was “not in a p osition to achieve
agreement” after Russia took issue with the text. 

 Russian representative Igor Vishnevetsky said the draft final text, which was over 30 pages long, lacked
“balance”. “Our delega tion has one key objection on some paragraphs which are blatantly political in
nature,” he said, adding Russia was not the only country totake issue with the text. 

 According to sources, Russia was opposed i n particular to paragraphs concerning the Ukrainian nuclear
power plant in Zaporizhzhia, which is occupied by the Russian military. The latest draft text had expressed
“grave concern” over military activities arou nd Ukrainian power plants, including Zaporizhzhia, a s well a s
over Ukraine’s loss of control of such sites and the negative impact on safety. 

 The signatories discussed a number of other hotbutton topics during the conference, including Iran’s nuclear
programme and North Korean nuclear tests. 

 Meanwhile, neutral and non-nuclear Austria condemned on Saturday the a ttitude at the talks of major powe
 rs, and not just Russia. AFP


