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PARLIAMENTDEADLOCKBROKEN

SHIVANINAIK
AUGUST1

LOVELY CHOUBEY used to be a
promising long jumper from
Jharkhand in her youth, having
represented East Zone with
dreams of representing India.
Born to a Class 4 government
employee, she hoped sport
wouldhelphertakeoffinlife,like

in the sand pit. It also led to her
trainer putting her through an
over-rigorousregimen,andinjur-
ing her hips. A distraught
Choubey spentmonths feeling
wretched, before then cricket
umpire Madhukant Pathak
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LIZMATHEW&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

DIALLING DOWN the discord
between the ruling party and
Opposition in Parliament, after
daysofbitterexchangesandad-
journments since theMonsoon
session began on July 18, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla on
Mondayrevokedthesuspension
of fourCongressMPsevenasre-
marksmade by Union Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamanon
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi
were expunged from Rajya
Sabharecords.
The Lok Sabha decision on

thefourMPs,ManickamTagore,

Ramya Haridas, T N Prathapan
and S Jothimani, came after the
Speaker obtained an assurance
from Opposition parties that
they would not bring placards
into the House. Themove also
led to a discussion in the after-
noononthe issueof price rise.
The Speaker,who is learnt to

haveinitiatedthepatch-upeffort
after meeting both sides, also
warned that stringent action
wouldbetakenagainstthosewho
violate “laid downprocedures”
andbring“exhibits”totheHouse.
The four MPs had been sus-
pended on July 25 for “miscon-
duct”onthefloorof theHouse.
TheRajyaSabhaSecretariat’s

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DEBATEONPRICERISE INLOKSABHA

EXPRESSINBIRMINGHAM

Suspension of 4 Cong
MPs revoked, remarks
on Sonia expunged

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

IN ITS order directing Congress
leaders Jairam Ramesh, Pawan
Khera and Netta D’Souza to
delete their social media posts
on UnionMinister Smriti Irani
andherdaughter in connection
with Silly Souls Cafe and Bar in
Goa's Assagao, the Delhi High
Court has said that “neither the

restaurantnorthelandonwhich
itexists”areownedbyIraniand
herdaughter.
While theHCpassed theor-

deronFriday,detailsof theorder
weremade public onMonday.
JusticeMini Pushkarna said the
court perused the documents
filedon recordby Irani, particu-
larly the showcause notice is-
sued by the Commissioner of
Excise inGoa.
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Goa bar not owned by
Irani, daughter; (Cong)
comments slander: HC

SANDEEPSINGH&
MAYURAJANWALKAR
MUMBAI,GOA,AUGUST1

AS THE Delhi High Court af-
firmedMonday,UnionMinister
Smriti Irani’s daughter Zoish
Irani neither owns the land on
which Silly Souls Goa Café and
Bar standsnor did she apply for

a liquor licence as the Congress
alleged. In fact, the property is
owned by Goan locals Anthony
D’Gama (who passed away in
May 2021) and wife Merlyn
D’Gama; the liquor licencewas
issued in Anthony D’Gama’s
name. Their son Dean D’Gama
hadthe licence renewed.
However,SillySoulsGoaCafé
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ALIA AT ADDA
ActorAliaBhattatExpressAddainMumbai,Monday.PradipDas

Economyrobust,debt toGDPratio
muchbetter thanmost:Sitharaman

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

ASSERTING THAT India’s econ-
omy is showing “very positive
signs”andgetting“morerobust”,
UnionFinanceMinisterNirmala
SitharamansaidonMondaythat
there is “no question” of the
country “getting into recession
or stagflation”.
Replying to a discussion on

price rise in Lok Sabha,
Sitharaman hit out at the
Opposition for comparing the
country’s economic conditions
withthatofneighbouringcoun-
trieslikeSriLanka,andsaidIndia
is in a far better position as its
“macroeconomicfundamentals
areperfect”.
“IfwetalkaboutIndia’secon-

omy, then we are the fastest
growing despite all the chal-

lenges — global challenges and
domestic challenges,” shesaid.
Sitharaman also quoted
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SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

INDIA’S BIGGEST ever spectrum
auctionendedMonday,withbids
upwardsofRs1.5lakhcrorecom-
inginaftersevendaysofbidding
spread over 40 rounds, belying
initial expectations that theauc-
tion processwould bewrapped
up inunder three days. Reliance
Jio emerged as the largest
spenderinthe5Gspectrumauc-
tion, acquiring almost half of all
the airwaves sold formore than
Rs88,000crore,andwasalsothe
onlyone(amongfourapplicants)
tohaveacquiredspectruminthe
premium700MHzband.
A total of 51.2 GHz of spec-

trumwas sold, of the total 72
GHz that was up for grabs —

close to 71%. UnionMinister of
Communications Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the total spec-
trumsoldwas“goodenough”for
covering all circles in the coun-
try, estimating “good coverage”
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Opp flags inflation, job loss; FM
says no recession or stagflation

5G auction ends, Govt
gets over Rs 1.5 lakh cr

IndiadefeatedNewZealand
inthesemi-final. PTI

THEAMOUNTearned is
farhigher thanwhat the
governmenthadantici-
pated, and thehighest
compared to theseven
auctionssince2010.The
highest so farwasRs1.10
lakhcrore in2015.
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NirmalaSitharamanin
ParliamentonMonday. PTI

GSTCOLLECTION
UP28%,SECOND
HIGHESTEVER PAGE15

ECONOMY

Cops to sports teacher,
women’s lawn bowls
team eyes CWG gold

SILLYSOULSGOACAFE&BAR

Irani’s kin invested in
firm whose GST ‘place of
business’ is where cafe is

Zubin Irani
67%

Shanelle Irani
11%

Zoish Irani
11%

Zohr Irani
11%

50%CAPITAL
UGRAYAMERCANTILE

25%CAPITAL
UGRAYAAGRO

SILLY
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GOA CAFE
& BAR

SillySoulshas
thesameaddress
as theGSTIN
‘principalplace
ofbusiness’of
Eightall

EIGHTALL
FOOD &

BEVERAGES
LLP

SHAREHOLDERS
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Delhi HC
“Considering thedocuments

on record, it is clearly seen that
therewasno licencewhichwas
everissuedinfavourof theplain-
tifforherdaughter.Theplaintiffor
herdaughter arenot theowners
of therestaurant. Ithasalsobeen
establishedbytheplaintiffprima
facie that the plaintiff or her
daughter never applied for li-
cence,”saidthecourt.
“Neithertherestaurantnorthe

landonwhich the restaurantex-
istsisownedbytheplaintifforher
daughter;eventheshowcauseno-
ticeissuedbytheGovernmentof
Goaisnotinthenameoftheplain-
tifforherdaughter.Allthesefacts
havealsobeenaffirmedintheaf-
fidavitbytheplaintiff,”itsaid.
Initsorderlastweek,thecourt

haddirectedtheCongressleaders
toremovetheallegations,videoof
thepressconferenceheldonJuly
23, and the contents linked to it
fromsocialmediaplatforms.The
orderwaspassedonasuitfiledby
Irani.Besidesseekingdamagesof
overRs2croreforallegeddefama-
tion,Iranihadsoughtamandatory
andpermanentinjunctionagainst
theCongress leadersandadirec-
tionfortakingdowntheposts.
Issuing summons to the

Congressleaders,thecourthasdi-
rectedthemtofileawrittenstate-
mentwithin30days.“Alongwith
thewrittenstatement,thedefen-
dant shall also file anaffidavit of
admission/ denial of the docu-
ments of the plaintiff, without
whichthewrittenstatementshall
notbetakenonrecord,”itsaid.
After hearing Irani’s applica-

tion for ad interim injunction,
Justice Pushkarna had said on
Friday that shewasof theprima
facieviewthat“slanderousandli-
bellous allegations”weremade
againsttheministerwithoutver-
ifyingthefacts,andthat“greatin-
jury”hadbeencausedtoherand
herfamily’sreputationinviewof
the tweetsandretweets that fol-
lowedthepressconferencegiven
by the threeCongress leaderson
July23.
“I amof theconsiderateview

that statementsmadeby thede-
fendantNos.1,2,&3areinthena-
tureofslanderandseemtobebo-
guswithmaliciousintent,onlyto
garnerhighestamountofviewer-
ship, thereby intentionally sub-
jectingtheplaintifftogreatpublic
ridicule,”JusticePushkarnasaidin
theinterimorder.
At the press conference last

month,theCongresshadaccused
Irani’s daughter of running the
restaurant inGoa“illegally”,with
thebarlicenceprocured“fraudu-
lently”inthenameofadeceased
person.TheCongresshadalsode-
manded Irani's resignation from
theUnionCabinet.
Irani has alleged that the

Congressleaders“conspiredwith
eachotherandwithunknownin-
dividuals/organisationstolaunch
atiradeof false,scathingandbel-
ligerentpersonalattacks”against

her andherdaughter, “with the
commonmotive tomalign, de-
fameandinjure”theirreputation,
moralcharacterandpublicimage.
“Despitebeing fully awareof

thefactthattheapplicantandher
daughterareneitherowner(s)of
thepremises or said restaurant,
norhave theyapplied for any li-
cenceinrelationtothesaidrestau-
rant, defendants (Congress lead-
ers) deliberatelymade various
defamatorystatementsimputing
thecharacteroftheapplicantand
herdaughter, going to theextent
ofmaliciously peddling lies by
statingthattheapplicant'sdaugh-
terispurportedlyindulgingincor-
ruptpracticesandillegalactivities
under thepatronageandknowl-
edgeoftheapplicant,”shesaidin
hersuit.
Reacting to the court order,

Jairam Ramesh on Friday had
tweeted: “TheDelhiHighCourt
hasissuednoticeaskingustofor-
mally reply to the case filed by
Smriti Irani.We look forward to
presenting the facts before the
court.Wewill challengeanddis-
provethespinbeingputoutbyMs
Irani.”

Irani’s kin
andBarhasalinktoIrani’sfamily
includingherdaughterthrougha
set of financial transactions, ac-
cordingtoofficialrecordsinvesti-
gatedbyTheIndianExpress.
These records show that

daughter Zoish Irani; son Zohr
Irani;husbandZubinIraniandhis
daughterShanelle Iraniowntwo
companiesUgrayaMercantilePvt
LtdandUgrayaAgroFarmsPvtLtd.
In 2020-21, both these firms

invested in a third, Eightall Food
andBeveragesLLP.Eightallwasin-
corporatedinDecember2020.As
perGSTINrecords, Eightallmen-
tions its “principal placeof busi-
ness”as:HNo452,GroundFloor,
Bouta Waddo, Assagao, North
Goa,Goa.
ThisisalsotheaddressofSilly

SoulsGoaCaféandBar.
Smriti Irani is not a share-

holderinanyofthesecompanies.
According to filingswith the

Registrar of Companies, on
November 5, 2020, Ugraya
Mercantile andUgrayaAgro re-
solvedto investupto50percent
and25percent,respectively,ofthe
totalcapitalofEightall.
AsofMarch31,2021,thelatest

available datawithRoC,Ugraya
AgroandUgrayaMercantileeach
hadthesamesetof shareholders
withsimilarholdings:ZubinIrani
(67percent),daughtersShanelle
Irani andZoish Irani (11per cent
each) and sonZohr Irani (11per
cent).
Documents filed by Eightall

with theRoC for theyearending
March31,2021,showthatUgraya
Mercantile andUgrayaAgrodid
provide 50 per cent and 25 per
centtotheinitialcapitalofEightall.
Asper the latest records filed

withtheRoC,Eightall’sbalance25
per cent capital came from
TaronishHospitality(20percent)

and Geeta Vajani (5 per cent).
Geeta’shusbandYogeshVajani is
one of the directors in Taronish
Hospitality.
UgrayaMercantileandUgraya

Agroalsogaveshort-termloansof
Rs20lakhandRs10lakhrespec-
tivelytoEightall.
Asked abouthis restaurant’s

address being the same as the
principal place of business for
Eightall, owner of the caféDean
D’GamatoldThe IndianExpress:
“Pleasetalktomylawyeraboutit.”
His lawyer BennyNazareth

said: “I am representing the
D’Gamasastheownersofthispar-
ticularproperty(SillySoulsCafé).
Theyhavegotavalidexciselicense
andwehavebeenissuedashow-
causenoticeandwehavereplied
toit.That’sall. Ihavenomandate
fromtheclienttodiscussanything
beyondthat.”
QuestionstoZubinIrani(ma-

jorityshareholderinUgrayaAgro
FarmsandUgrayaMercantile)on
the investmentand itsmatching
addresswithSillySoulsGoaCafé
andBar,wentunanswered.
Responding toallegationsby

theCongress last Sunday, Zoish’s
lawyerKiratSinghNagrahadsaid
she “hasno control or oversight
into themanagementandaffairs
of the eatery” – andher interac-
tionwas“limited”toaninternship.
OnMonday, askedabout the

sameaddress and the resolution
by companies inwhich Zoish is
shareholder, he told The Indian
Express: “Firstly, the issue is sub
judice. Secondly,wewould not
like to say anything about the
restaurantoranythingrelatingto
thematter,directlyorindirectly.”
WhenTheIndianExpressvis-

ited the registeredofficeaddress
of Eightall in Palghar, itwas the
premisesof YogeshKVajani and
CoCharteredAccountants,theac-
countingfirmforEightall.
When asked about the rela-

tionshipbetweenEightallandSilly
Souls Goa Cafe andBar, Yogesh
Vajani, saidhewould “notenter-
tainquestionsonthismatter.”
In theyear endingMarch31,

2021,Eightallpostedrevenuefrom
salesamountingtoRs22.73 lakh
andalossofRs3.06lakh.
While itwas incorporatedon

December 31, 2020, the com-
pany's financial records show it
paid Rs 2,72,500 in rent from
JanuarytoMarch2021andhadan
alcoholinventoryofRs3,35,500.
(WithinputsfromJayprakash

SNaiduinMumbai)

Parliament
move cameondirections from
ChairmanMVenkaiahNaiduaf-
ter FinanceMinister Sitharaman
haddemandedanapology from
Sonia Gandhi over Congress
leaderAdhirRanjanChowdhury’s
“Rashtrapatni” remark on
PresidentDroupadiMurmu.
Leader of Opposition in the

RajyaSabha,MallikarjunKharge,
hadwritten toNaidu on Friday,
urging him to expunge the re-
marksmade by Sitharaman as
wellasLeaderoftheHousePiyush
GoyalaboutGandhi,whoisaLok
SabhaMP.Khargepointedoutthat
therewasa“time-honoured”con-
ventioninRajyaSabhaaccording
to which members are not al-
lowedtoreflectonormakecritical
remarksabouttheLokSabhaorits
members.
In the Lok Sabha, the four

Congress MPs had been sus-
pendedfortherestof thesession
after theOppositionvociferously
raisedvarious issues, suchas the
priceriseandGSTratesonpacked
food items. The Rajya Sabha,
meanwhile,witnessed the sus-
pensionof23MPsforunrulybe-
haviourbutthesanctionwasonly
foraweek.
While otherOppositionpar-

tieshadearlieragreedtoheedthe
LokSabhaSpeaker's suggestions
on conduct in the House, the
Congress assuranceonplacards
has come now. While the
Oppositionhaddemandedanim-
mediatediscussiononprice rise,
theGovernmenthadinsistedthat
it would happen after Finance
MinisterSitharaman,whowasaf-
fected by Covid, returned to
Parliament.
Congress Leader in the Lok

SabhaAdhirRanjanChowdhury
saidtheSpeakershouldnowcon-
vene ameeting of the General
PurposeCommitteewithmem-
bers fromallparties todecideon
themodeofprotestintheHouse.
HealsosaidtheOppositionshould
getopportunitiestoraiseissues.
“At times, there are issues

which theOppositionwants to
raisevociferously,andwehaveto
resort to demonstrating our

protests if theGovernmentdoes
notgiveusapatienthearing...But
sir, it's not the intention of the
Opposition to hurt the Chair,”
Chowdhury said, addressing the
Speaker. He said that hewould
conveytheSpeaker'sinstructions
tothesuspendedMPs.
Speaker Birla said he was

“hurt”by the incidents that took
placeintheHouseduringthelast
twoweeks. “There should be a
consensus thatwedonot bring
placards inside theHouse. Iwill
urgeallpartiesthatnooneshould
bringplacards to theHouse. I am

giving a finalwarning, if anyone
gets placards to theHouse Iwill
neither listentotheGovernment
nor theOppositionandwill take
action,”theSpeakersaid.
Earlier onMonday, Congress

andDMKMPs stormed thewell
of the Lok Sabha raising slogans
demandingthewithdrawalofthe
suspension of MPs. MoS
ParliamentaryAffairsArjunRam
Meghwal said theHouse should
beallowed to function since the
Governmenthas listedadiscus-
sion on price rise as per the
Opposition demand. But the

OppositionMPs continued their
protests, leading to theadjourn-
mentofQuestionHour.
When the Lok Sabha met

againatnoon,theMPscontinued
their sloganeering, andproceed-
ingswere adjourned till 2 pm.
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi,
whowas present in theHouse,
wasseenaskingChowdhuryand
other leaders to approach the
Speaker to repeat the request for
withdrawalofsuspension.
WhentheLokSabhametat2

pm, Parliamentary Affairs
MinisterPralhadJoshisaidhehad

told the all-partymeeting that
FinanceMinisterSitharamanhad
testedpositiveforCovidandadis-
cussiononprice risewould take
placeonce she returns. “I amnot
abletounderstandwhyLokSabha
productivitywas lost for the last
twoweeks,”Joshisaid.
Thewithdrawalofsuspension

laterrekindledprospectsofabusi-
ness-filledsessiontill thelastday
onAugust 12. TheGovernment
has listed24 freshBills for intro-
duction.
OnMonday, amidst thepan-

demoniuminthemorning,Union

EducationMinisterDharmendra
Pradhan introducedTheCentral
Universities (Amendment) Bill
thatseekstoconverttheNational
Rail andTransportation Institute
(NRTU), adeemed-to-beuniver-
sity, into the Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya,anautonomous
Centraluniversity. Theamended
lawwill help theGovernment to
expandthescopeoftheuniversity
andcovertheentiretransportsec-
tor.IntheRajyaSabha,sourcestold
The Indian Express that Kharge
raised the remarksagainst Sonia
GandhiwithNaidu onMonday
morning.Oppositionsourcessaid
NaiduagreedwithKharge’s con-
tention that Gandhi’s name
should not have been taken in
RajyaSabhaassheisamemberof
theotherHouseandnotinaposi-
tiontodefendherself.
Inhis letteronFriday,Kharge

wrote:“Oneofthetime-honoured
conventions is that reflectionsor
critical remarks should not be
madeon the otherHouse or on
members of the other House.”
Referring toa1987 rulingby the
thenChairmanRVenkataraman,
Khargepointedout that “noper-
sonwho isnot amemberof this
House can be referred to in the
Houseinaderogatorymanneror
inanyotherwayaffectinghis/her
reputation”.

Lawn bowls
invitedher over to try out lawn
bowls.
A constable in the Jharkhand

Police now, Choubey found the
gentle rollingpace and calming
rhythmoflawnbowlsanoasisfor
hershatteredconfidence.Despite
knowing nothing of it, she got
crackingonthenuancedanglesof
rolling the bowls around the
game’s“Jack”,thetargetball.
OnMonday,aftertwoconsec-

utivemissedchances,havinglost
inthesemifinalsatthesamestage,
Choubey andher quartetmade
thefinalsof theCWGlawnbowls
event, edging outNewZealand
16-13.
Theysayitallchangesinlawn

bowls in one ball. For Choubey,
Pinki,NayanmoniSaikia, andthe
day’ssensationRupaRaniTirkey,
life is about to change foreveraf-
ter theymeetSouthAfrica in the
finalsonTuesday.Asilver, India’s
firstevermedalinthisquaintsport
at the CWG, is assured, but no
one’s thinking of second-best
whengold isup forgrabs for this
bunchofrockingrollers.
Tirkeyplayedkabaddiwhen

young and similarly drifted to-
wards lawn bowls. Her father
worked in apost office, andher
mothertookoverthesamejobaf-
ter him. Her sister ReemaRani
Tirkeyplayscricket.
For theAsian runners-up (af-

terMalaysia), all those interna-
tionalmedalsmerely fundedthe
nextbigtour—forwhichathletes
wereexpectedtopartlyfundtheir
travel.
A sports district officer at

Ramgarhnow,Tirkey’scriticallast
ballsealedthewinforIndia,help-
ing themgo past the Kiwis— a
threshold theyhadbeenstutter-
ing at all these years. Perhaps
aware shehadnothing to lose—
this is her last Commonwealth
Games—Tirkeywentforbroke.It
was calmand collected— like a
certainMSDhoniandhissixes. It
sentIndiafrom1-downto3-up.
Dhoni, incidentally likes to

have an occasional bowl at the
Jharkhandfacilitywheretheteam
wouldbecampedinpractice.
Saikia, also anAssamPolice

constable, along with Pinki, a
sportsteacherataschoolinDelhi’s
RKPuram,completedtheteamof
pathbreakers. Thehostingof na-
tionals across Ranchi and
Guwahati, and abasic facility in
Delhi, helped take thegamebe-
yondJharkhand.
Almostallthelawnbowlerfi-

nalists in the current team are
trainedbyformercricketumpire
Pathak, who is punch pleased
with the result. “Pehle toh isko
sportmaantehinahihai. (Firstof
all people don't consider this a
sport)Andthenthemockingafter
losingin3semisusedtobeterri-
ble for Indianplayers. Therewas
noexposureforthem”herecalls.
PathakmetSteveWaughcirca

2000during an international at
Jamshedpurwhere hewas 4th
umpire,andwhenhetravelledto
Australia in2003-4, sawWaugh
play lawnbowlsathishome.His
twin,MarkWaugh,wasbetterat
this.“Hesaidit’sasgoodasbatting,
and a goodworkout for cricket.
Youhave tobend just likecricket
batsmendo.And ithelps in con-
centrationandghaaskamaamla
hotahai(itisalsoplayedongrass).
Irealisedithasnophysicalparam-
eters,anyonefrom9to99canplay.
Andit'sgreatfortheIndianmen-
tality.Wedon't likeexertion.But
havesharpbrains,”hesays.
So he stayed on in Australia

and trained tobeacoach. Plenty
of rejects from other sports
formed his trainees in Ranchi.
Nowthe teamhasaccess tosoft-
ware that helps them nail the
‘touchers’—thebestrolledballsin
thesport,thatrollinfromaround
the Jack. The Indians put in 250
full-lengthrollsadaytoattaincon-
sistency.
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EXPRESS EDUCATION

PRESS NIT NO.- 05 (2022-23)
S.No. Name of Work Estimated

Cost (Rs.)
Earnest
Money

(Rs.)

Date of release of Tender in
e-procurement solution

Last date/ time of receipt of
Tender through

e-procurement solution

1. Procurement of 5,000 MT Alumina
Ferric (Alum) Grade-IV, “ISI” marked,
for treatment of raw water at various
water treatment plants of DJB

Item Rate 17,11,000/- Tender Id
2022_DJB_227082_1

Publish Date
30-Jul-2022

05:15 PM onwards

23-Aug-2022
upto 03:15 PM

NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on DJB webdite https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 271 (2022-23)

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (E&M)-III

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (P)-2/EE(E&M)-III
CHANDRAWAL WATER WORKS NO.-I CIVIL LINES, DELHI-110054

E-Mail:-eechwwi@gmail.com; Office No.: 011-23812660

CORRECTION

ON01.08.22,PAGE1
THE REPORT, ‘Sanjay Arora is
Delhi CP; Asthana says he ex-
pected extension’, inaccurately
quoted the outgoing Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
assayingthatheexpectedanex-
tension. Asthana, who spoke in
Hindi,hadsaid:
“There was suspense for a

long time, it's over today. I was
also following–will I get an ex-

tension, will it be retirement...
Today, when I came to hand
over/sign the charge report, I
spoke to my Principal Staff
Officer. I told him, and he also
said,sir,wedidnotexpectyouto
retire. I said I alsoworked very
hard,thedesiretoworkmorere-
mains unfulfilled. This is a fact,
because I still felt that I coulddo
alotmore... Iwantedtodomore,
but those who join the force,
thosewho join the servicehave
to retireoneday.”
Theerror is regretted.

FROMPAGEONE
formerRBIgovernorRaghuram
Rajanandsaidthat theReserve
Bankof India has done a “very
good job in increasing the for-
eignexchangereservesinIndia,
insulating (it) fromproblems
being faced by neighbouring
countries, suchasPakistanand
SriLanka".
The Opposition, however,

tookontheGovernment,blam-
ing it forwidening inequality
with risingpricesand failing to
providejobs.
The Congress accused the

Governmentofhavingfailedin
the fundamentals of economy.
TheTMCsaidtheGovernment’s
policieshadleftpeoplewithout
money to evenbuy LPG cylin-
ders. Not satisfied with
Sitharaman's reply, Congress
andDMKMPswalkedoutofthe
House.
Earlier, responding to

Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, who sought to
knowwhetherIndiaisheading
towardsstagflation,Sitharaman
said, “There is no question of
India getting into recession or
stagflation.”
Observing that banks and

their health are equally impor-
tantforlookingattheeconomy,
Sitharaman said, “In India, the
grossNon-PerformingAssetsof
scheduledcommercialbanksis
onasix-yearlowat5.9percent
in FY-22. So, in China 4,000
banksareonthevergeofgoing
bankruptandourNPAsare im-
proving.”
ShesaidthatthedebttoGDP

ratioofmanycountries,includ-
ing the US, is in triple digits
whereas it is 56.29 per cent in
India.“Indiaisinafarbetterpo-
sition than its peers...Indian
economyshowingverypositive
signs,”Sitharamansaid.
“First of all, as Indianswe

shouldappreciatethatourpeo-
plehavegonethroughthispan-
demic…Butinspiteofthat,be-
causeofthevariousstepstaken

bytheGovernmentandalsoby
theReserveBankofIndia,weare
much better thanmost coun-
tries,”shesaid.
“Irecognisethateverybody-

-Members of Parliament and
state governments -- all have
played their role, otherwise
Indiatodaywillnotbewhereit
is compared to the rest of the
world.So, I fullycredit thepeo-
pleof India...wearerecognised
asthefastestgrowingeconomy
andthis isnotmyassessment,”
shesaid.
At theoutsetof her longre-

ply that lasted for an hour 40
minutes,with frequentdisrup-
tions by the Opposition,
Sitharaman said, “I find itwas
more a discussion onpolitical
angles of price rise rather than
data-driven concerns about
prices.Therefore, Iamtryingto
makemyreplyalittlepolitical.”
Comparinginflationfigures

during theNDA rulewith that
during the Congress-led UPA
government, Sitharaman said,
“Wehaveheldtheinflationwell
within 7or below. Retail infla-
tionwasover 9per cent for 22
months during the UPA...
Inflationwasindoubledigitnine
times.” In 2012-13, the
ConsumerPriceIndexwas10.05
percentwhile itwas6percent
in2020-21,shesaid.
Sitharaman also hit out at

the Congress for issuing oil
bondsduring its rule. Inprinci-
ple, the decision to issue oil
bonds was wrong, she said,
adding that the cultureof free-
biesshouldbeended.
Observing that duties on

crude palm oil have been re-
ducedfrom35.75percentto8.5
percentandnowto5.5percent,
Sitharaman said, the
Government has drastically
broughtdown theduty so that
edibleoilpricescancomedown.
HittingoutattheOpposition

forcomparingIndiawithneigh-
bouring Bangladesh and Sri

Lanka,Sitharamansaid,“Indiais
better than Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh...Today,Bangladesh
isdemandingaloanof$4.5bil-
lion from the IMF. Sri Lanka is
demanding$3.5billion.Pakistan
isdemanding$7billion. India’s
conditionisnotlikethat...India’s
macroeconomic fundamentals
areperfect... Comparewith the
US.WhatareBangladeshandSri
Lanka.”
Responding to the

Opposition demand for a roll-
back of GST on food items like
milk,curdandrice,Sitharaman
said, “This issuewasdiscussed
in theGSTCouncil in fulldetail.
All the state ministers were
present. Therewas no voting
andthedecisionwastakenbya
consensus.”
The FinanceMinister clari-

fied that GST has been levied
only on pre-packaged and la-
belled items, andnot on items
beingsoldloose.
Shesaid thedecision to im-

pose GST on these itemswas
taken at three levels, Fitment
committee,GroupofMinisters

andGSTCouncil, andpointed
out that representatives from
Opposition-ruledstatespartic-
ipatedintheprocess.
None of them expressed

dissent, she said, adding that
theGSThas been levied only
onbrandedfooditemstocurb
leakageinrevenue.
She also highlightedhow

therewasVATon foodprod-
ucts like pulses in various
states includingPunjab,Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir.
“To thosewho talk about

GST, Iwant to tell themwith
folded hands that the GST
Councilisaconstitutionalbody
inwhichall thestatesandthe
Centre sit together and in
whichdecisionsarenottaken
by (PrimeMinisterNarendra)
Modiji.Thedecisionsaretaken
by financeministers of all the
states.Theyshouldtellthetruth
intheirstates.Buttheydon’tdo
so,”Sitharamansaid.
TheUnionFinanceMinister

also clarified that therewasno
GSTonburialandcrematorium
services.OntheGSTcompensa-
tionissue,shesaidthatonlyone
month’scompensation(forJune
2022)ispendingforstates.
In his speech, Congress

leaderChowdhuryaccusedthe
Governmentof helping corpo-
rates.“TheModigovernmentis
only for two people,” he said,
addingthat“two-threecompa-
nies”areengagedin“loot”while
“the poor are forced to live in
darkness”.
In response, Sitharaman

pointed out that the Congress
governmentinRajasthanhasal-
lotted2,397hectaresof land to
anAdanicompany.Shesaidthat
theRajasthangovernmenthad
signed anMoUwith anAdani
firm just a day after Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi had ac-
cused the Government of
favouringAdaniandAmbani.

‘No question of India entering recession’

of 5G in the next two-three
years.Theexpectedtotalfirstan-
nual installment that the gov-
ernmentwill garner from the
bidders has beenpegged at Rs
13,365crore.
Apartfromhigh-speeddata

connectivity for users, 5G also
has the potential to enable a
numberof enterprise-level so-
lutionssuchasmachine-to-ma-
chine communications, con-
nected vehicles, and more
immersive augmented reality
and metaverse experiences,
amongothers.
RelianceJiospentRs88,078

croreandacquiredatotalof24.7
GHz of spectrum in the 700
MHz, 800 MHz, 1800 MHz,
3300MHzand26GHzbands,in
linewithanalysts’predictions.
Thecountry’ssecondlargest

telco, Bharti Airtel, shelled out
Rs43,084croretoacquireatotal
of 19.8GHzof spectrum in the
900MHz,1800MHz,2100MHz,
3300MHzand26GHzbands.
Vodafone Idea spent Rs

18,799croreandbidforthe1800
MHz, 2100 MHz, 2500 MHz,
3300MHz and26GHzbands,
acquiringatotalof6,228MHzof
airwaves.
The fourth applicant, Adani

DataNetworks Limited, a sub-
sidiaryof theAdaniGroup that
hadappliedtoparticipateinthe
auctionamidachorusofdisrup-
tion in the telecom sector, ac-
quiredspectrumonly in the26
GHz band and spent Rs 212
crore.Thecompanyhadearlier
clarified that itwas participat-
ing in the raceonly toofferpri-
vatenetworkssolutionsforbusi-

nessverticalslikeairports,ports,
powergenerationandlogistics,
andnot to enter the consumer
mobilityspace.
AtRs1,50,173crore,thefinal

totalbidshaveexceededexpec-
tations, surpassing thegovern-
ment’s internalestimatesof re-
ceivingbidsofaroundRs1lakh
crore.Accordingtosources, the
governmenthadinitiallyantic-
ipated that the 700MHzband
mightnotfindanytakers,espe-
cially since the bandhad gone
unsoldinthepreviousspectrum
auctions in2016and2021,ow-
ing to high price compared to
otherbands.Thistime,however,
the600MHzbandsawnotak-
ers.
The700MHzband,whichis

bestsuitedforcoverageinhigh-
density areas, is ideal for data
networks and consumer-led
services. It received the second

highestamountoftotalbids,ata
valueofRs39,720crore.
The 3,300MHz band saw

thehighestamountofbidsatRs
80,590 crore. The 26Ghzmil-
limetreband–whichisidealfor
enterpriselevel5Gapplications
including settingupprivate5G
networks – received the third
highest amount of bids at Rs
14,709crore.
Jiowastheonlyapplicantto

have acquired spectrum in the
coveted700Mhzband,which
industryanalystssaywillgiveit
a significant headstart over its
competitorsasfarasconsumer
penetrationof5Gisconcerned.
The companyhas acquired 10
MHzof theband ineachof the
22circles.Itsbiggestcompetitor,
Bharti Airtel, has not acquired
any spectrum in the 700MHz
band.
Commenting on why the

700MHzband receivedmore
than the anticipated bids,
Vaishnawsaid,“Globallythe5G
ecosystem is verywell devel-
opedinthe700MHzbandas it
gives verywidebase coverage.
It can provide a range of 6-10
kilometres”. He added that in
the 800MHz-2500GHz spec-
trumbands,thebiddersbought
airwaves primarily to increase
theircoverageof4Gandfillgaps
incircleswherethe4Gnetwork
hadstartedtocongest.
Intermsofthecompetitive-

nessofbiddinginthelatestauc-
tion, only the1,800MHzspec-
trumband saw the base price
getting breached,whereas all
the other bandswere sold at
their respective reserveprices.
The competition in the 1,800
MHz spectrumwas led largely
by theUttar Pradesh (East) cir-
clewhichisthecountry’slargest
mobiletelephonycircleinterms
of subscribers with over 100
millioncellphoneconnections.
Fierce bidding was wit-

nessed especially in Assam,
Jammu & Kashmir and
Northeastcirclesinthe800MHz
band;OdishaandUttarPradesh
(East) circles in the 1800MHz
band; and Bihar, Haryana,
Kerala,WestBengalandPunjab
circlesinthe2,100MHzband.
Payments for spectrumcan

bemade in20equalannual in-
stallments,tobepaidinadvance
at the beginning of each year.
Thebidderswouldbegivenan
option to surrender the spec-
trumafter10years,withnofu-
ture liabilitieswith respect to
balanceinstallments.

JIO

`88,078CR
(24.7GHzspectrum
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(19.8GHzspectrum
acquired)

VODAFONE IDEA

`18,799CR
(6.2GHzspectrum
acquired)

ADANI

`212CR
(400MHzspectrum
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5G auction ends, Govt gets over Rs 1.5 lakh cr
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ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

A 35-YEAR-OLD Nigerian na-
tional, living and working in
Delhiformorethanayear,tested
positive for monkeypox
Monday. He was admitted to
Delhi’snodalLokNayakhospital
onSundayandhissampleswere
sent to the National Institute of
Virology,Pune, for testing.
TwootherNigeriannationals

suspected to have the infection
werealsoadmittedtothehospi-
tal late Sunday night and
Monday afternoon. Although
they have similar symptoms,
their test reportsareawaited.
“Two (the positive case and

oneofthesuspectedcases)were
admitted to thehospital yester-
day; theirdetailedhistory isbe-

ing taken now by the surveil-
lanceteams.Bothwereworking
incityrestaurants.Althoughnot
Indian nationals, they do not
haveahistoryof recent interna-
tionaltravel,”accordingtoadoc-
tor fromthehospital.
Thisisthesixthcaseofthevi-

ral infectiondetected in India—
fourpersons fromKeralawitha

historyoftraveltoUAE,ofwhom
onediedSaturday,andnowtwo
cases fromDelhi.
Delhi’sfirstcaseoftheviralin-

fection, a 34-year-oldman from
West district’s Paschim Vihar,
continues to recuperate in the
hospital. “He is stable and does
nothavesymptomsotherthanle-
sions.Hewillbedischargedonce
the lesions are completely
healed,”saidthedoctor.Another
suspect case hadbeen admitted
to the hospital but was dis-
charged after being diagnosed
withthecommonchickenpox.
The Centre has set up a task

force,ledbyNITIAayogmember
(health) Dr VK Paul, tomonitor
the situation in thecountry. The
taskforcewillincludesecretaries
from the healthministry, phar-
maceutical department, and
biotechnologydepartment.

Monkeypoxisaviralinfection
that ismainly transmitted from
animalstohumans,withlimited
transmission amonghumans in
West and Central African coun-
tries.Monkeypox spreads from
person to person through close
contactwith someonewhohas
monkeypox rash, but scientists
are also looking atwhether the
disease issexually transmitted.
The most common symp-

tomsofmonkeypoxincludefever,
headache, muscle aches, back
pain, low energy, and swollen
lymph nodes, along with pox
rashes that last for two to three
weeks.Itisaself-limitingdisease
but can lead to death, especially
in childrenand thosewithweak
immunesystems.Complications
oftheinfectionincludepneumo-
nia, secondary skin infections,
confusion, andeyeproblems.

Gahlot challenges
Centre’s veto on
foreign travel by
state ministers
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST1

DAYSAFTERDelhiChiefMinister
Arvind Kejriwalwas not able to
attendtheWorldCitiesSummit
in Singapore owing to lack of
clearance from the Lieutenant
Governor and the Centre,
Transport Minister Kailash
GahlothasapproachedtheHigh
Court challenging the central
government instruction requir-
ing state governmentministers
to seek prior clearance for their
foreignvisits.
“Any discretion enjoyed by

the respondents to deny state
functionaries the permission to
travelabroadforprivatereasons,
on grounds of ‘political clear-
ance’, is per se an unconstitu-
tional infringement of the right
to privacy protected under
Article 21 of theConstitution as
wellas thedignityof theconsti-
tutional office held by the func-
tionaries,” Gahlot has argued
throughhis counsel.
Besides seeking a direction

for framing of guidelines in this
regard, he has also prayed for
quashing of the L-G’s letter ad-
vising against Kejriwal’s pro-
posedvisittoSingapore.Thepe-
titiontermstherequirementfor
seekingpriorpoliticalclearance
even for personal visits a “dra-
conianand invasive regime”.
“This has become a much

larger issue.What is the nature
of this kind of denial of clear-
ance? Is it completely unfet-
tered? Is it not reviewable? See
this case — on June 7, I write to
the learned L-G. No reply for a
month because we all know
how to make things infructu-
ous,” SeniorAdvocateAbhishek
Manu Singhvi, representing
Gahlot, said.
JusticeYashwantVarmasaid

the petition “may have raised
certain issues” but the relief is
claimedforpersonalvisits. “The
visitswhicharebeingspokenare
difficulttobeunderstoodasper-
sonalvisits,”observedthecourt.
Singhvi responded that it is

forbothpersonalandofficialvis-
its. “We are challenging all be-
cause guidelines have to be laid
before you exercise a pocket
veto. This amounts to a pocket
veto in the sense that by doing
nothingyouareexercisingaveto
andbyrejectingyouareexercis-
ingaveto,”hesaid.
The court asked Gahlot’s

counseltofileanadditionalaffi-
davitregardinginstancesofper-
sonalvisitsandlistedthecasefor
furtherhearingonAugust22.
Gahlotinthepetitionsaidthe

Chief Minister was previously
alsodeniedpermissiontoattend
theC-40WorldMayors’Summit
inCopenhagenin2019.“Thepe-
titioner,whoholdstheportfolio
of Transport in the Council of
Ministers,GovernmentofNCTof
Delhi, had also requested clear-
ancetovisitLondononthe invi-
tation of Transport for London
but shockingly, there was not
even a response from the au-
thorities concerned in the cen-
tralgovernmenttill thetimethe
request became infructuous,”
read theplea.
The petition states that all

these visits were on invitation
and were crucial fora for ex-
changingideasonimprovingur-
bangovernanceandshowcasing
Delhi’s own progress in urban
design. “The draconianmanner
inwhich the respondents have
used their discretion on travel
clearances is only exacerbated
furtherbythefactthatevenper-
sonalvisitsbystategovernment
ministersmustbeclearedbythe
respondents,”Gahlothassaidin
theplea.

MOVESHIGHCOURT NORECENT INTERNATIONALTRAVELHISTORY

NewDelhi:TheDelhigovernment
has decided to set up mobile
healthcheck-upandcrechefacil-
ities forworkers at construction
sites. Thedecisionwas takenata
board meeting of the Delhi
BuildingandOtherConstruction
WorkersWelfareBoardMonday.
Thiswilltaketheformoftwo

schemes—first is a ‘Doctors on

Wheels’schemeandtheotheris
tolaunchmobilecrechesforchil-
drenof constructionworkers.
“‘Doctor onWheels’ scheme

willfacilitateroutinecheck-upsof
workersatconstructionsites.We
willlaunchuniquemobilecreches
forchildrenofconstructionwork-
ers at sites,” said Deputy CM
ManishSisodia.ENS

Govt to set up creche facility
at city’s construction sites
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Cabinet note sheds light
on liquor policy lessons

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

SEVERAL LIQUOR shops and
bars in Delhi remained shut on
Monday even as the Delhi
government allowed them a
month-long extension to clear
stocksandtomakethetransition
from private shops to govern-
mentonessmoother.
While the decision to give

the extension to licencees was
passed in the Delhi Cabinet on
Sunday night, and by the L-G’s
officeonMondayafternoon,the
notificationwas issued only in
the evening. This meant that
shop owners as well as restau-
rants andbars hadno clarity on
whether they could continue
servingandsellingalcohol.
While shops had cleared

most of their stock over the
weekend, confusion over their
operations remained since
their licences had expired on
Sunday. In a handful of shops
that were open, shelves re-
mainedmostly bare.
“I went to two liquor shops

nearmyhouse intheafternoon.
While one was shut, the other
hadhalfof theshutterdownand
its shelvesweremostly bare. In
any case, over thepast fewdays
onlyoneortwobrandsof liquor
were available. It is a complete
mess,” saidRaghavSingh(34),a
resident of Jangpura Extension.
Liquor vends in areas such as
Sarita Vihar, Connaught Place
andMayurViharremainedshut.
At Connaught Place, restau-

rants that also serve liquor

posted signs outside establish-
ments, which either read ‘Dry
Day’or that thebarwasclosed.
Two separate stores of a

liquor shop chain in Connaught
Place were shut Monday
evening. While the security
guard outside one of the stores
said theshopwasclosedtocus-
tomers all day, staff at the other
store refused to speak. Another
liquorstoreinEastofKailashalso
had its shuttersdown.
At one of the restaurants, a

staffersaidtheywerewaitingfor
information from the govern-
ment on when they can start
serving liquor again. “It’s closed
today.Wedon’tknowtillwhenit
will remain closed,” he said. At

anotherrestaurant,anemployee
said,“Todaythebarisclosed.We
havenotreceivedanydirections
about serving liquoryet.Maybe
wewill knowmore a little later
in the evening. But as of now,
stock isavailablewithus.”
At a mall in Mayur Vihar,

whichhasthreeliquorshops,all
wereshut.
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia had said
Saturday that all private shops
in the city would be shut and
government liquor vends
would be brought back. The
new policy, which came into
forceinNovemberlastyear,had
marked the exit of the govern-
ment from the sale of liquor.

While thispolicywasextended
at the end ofMarch, the exten-
sion came to an end on July 31,
Sunday.
This also applies to restau-

rants, clubsandbars, since their
licences also expired alongside
retail liquorvendsselling IMFL.
Implementation challenges

because of which licencees had
started to exit themarket, fol-
lowed by allegations of corrup-
tion, have prompted the Delhi
government to bring back the
oldpolicy foraperiodof at least
sixmonths.
For now, all private vends in

thecitywillshutafterAugust31
and government vendswill re-
openstartingSeptember1.

LATE SUNDAY, the Delhi
government passed the
file to grant extension to
existinglicencestillAugust
31forthetransitiontotake
effect. This awaited the L-
G’s approval, sources had
said. OnMonday, officials
in the L-G office said he
grantedpermissiontopri-
vate licencees to continue
selling liquor for another
month,afterreceivingthe
government’sproposal.

Behindthe
scenes

GOVT ISSUESNOTIFICATIONTOEXTENDLICENCESFORAMONTH

Anempty liquor store in the capital; (right)anoticeoutsideapopular restaurant.AmitMehra
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SoberingMonday: Booze shops shut, dry day at bars

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,AUGUST1

OMPRAKASHALIASPasha,who
is known to locals as “Bajrang
Bali”and“Fauji” inNaiBastiarea
in Ghaziabad’s Harbans Nagar,
was busy preparing for a role in
an upcoming local film, Chorra
Jaat UP Ka, when police came
knockingathisdoorandarrested
himintheearlyhoursofMonday
—foramurderheallegedlycom-
mittedalmostthreedecadesago.
Inthepast15years,policesay,he
acted in regional, small-time
films—includingasaconstable.
Hailing fromNaraina village

in Panipat’s Samalkha tehsil,
Omprakash was once in the

Indian Army andworked in the
SignalCorps.Accordingtoinves-
tigators of the Haryana Special
TaskForce,hetooktopettycrime
in the mid- and late-80s and
stole cars, two-wheelers and a
sewing machine. He was ar-
rested and releasedonbail, and
in 1988, dismissed from the
Armyforbeingabsentfromduty
after12yearsof service.
On January 15, 1992,

Omprakash and his partner
were booked for allegedly stab-
bingtodeathamotorcyclistdur-
ing a looting bid in Bhiwani.
Investigatorssaidafter themur-
der, Omprakash went off the
radarandstarteda“newlife”,do-
ing odd jobs including acting in
regional and Bhojpuri films in

UttarPradesh.Policeofficerssaid
he has so far acted in 28 films.
Someof the film titles featuring
him are Takrav,Dabang Chhora
UP Ka, Jhatka,Maa Baap ki Bhul,
andPaanchKuwarian,saidpolice.
“Hewaspreparingforadance

sequence for an upcoming film,
whichisinspiredbyaDevAnand
songsequence,” saidapoliceof-
ficer, requestinganonymity.
Officers said after allegedly

committingthemurderin1992,
Omprakash ran off to Tamil

Nadutohideandtookshelterat
temples for a year. After over 18
months, hewent to Ghaziabad
and started driving trucks and
keptalowprofileashedelivered
luggageandstockacross states.
Soonafter,hegotmarriedfora

secondtimeand in1997,hepur-
chased a 60 square yard plot in
HarbansNagar.“Sincethemurder,
he cutoff all associationwithhis
familybackinPanipat.Helefthis
first wifewithwhomhe had a
daughteranddidnotvisithisvil-
lage, fearing arrest. He left the
worldofcrimeandgotbusyindo-
mestic matters, raising two
daughters anda son.Hedidodd
jobs, includingdailywagework.
Hedrovetemposandtrucksforat
leastsevenyears,”saidanofficer.
Accordingtohiscrimerecord,

he has five cases— four of theft
and one ofmurder— registered
againsthiminHaryanaand two
cases in Rajasthan. “In 1986, he
stoleacarinSonepat.In1990,he
wasbookedforstealingamotor-

cycle and a sewingmachine in
separate cases in Panipat. The
same year, he stole a Chetak
scooter inKharkhoda, Sonepat,”
saidDSPDeepakKumar.
In 2000,with the help of an

acquaintance,hegotasmallrole
asasidekick inaregional filmin
UP. “Over the last 15 years, he
claims to have acted in 28 films
inUP.Heplayedtheroleofahead
constableinafilmandofavillage
chieftain in Takrav. For aweek’s
shoot, he was paid Rs 5,000-
5,500,dependingontheroleand
budget,” saidapoliceofficer.
Prakash finally came on the

radar of investigators of the STF
last monthwhen police began
probing a list of wanted crimi-
nals,whohadbeenabsconding.

On the directions of senior
STFofficersSP JaibirSinghRathi
and DSP Deepak Kumar, a spe-
cial team led by SI RamNiwas
andSIVivekKumarwasformed
totrackhimdown.“Therewasa
reward of Rs 25,000 from
Haryana police for information
leading to his arrest. In the last
three decades, Omprakash had
maintainedverylimitedcontact
withhisfamilyinSamalkha.His
secondwife and childrenwere
notawareofhiscriminalrecord.
Wereceivedatip-off a fortnight
ago regarding his whereabouts
in Ghaziabad, followingwhich
we started tracking his move-
ments and, finally, we arrested
him fromhis house today,” said
SIVivekKumar.

Astill fromafilmwhereaccusedOmprakashaliasPasha
(extremeleft)playsacop

Force will set new
benchmarks: Delhi’s
new police chief

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NOIDA,AUGUST1

INITIAL PREPARATIONS for the
demolitionoftheSupertechtwin
towers inNoida Sector 93Awill
begin in the firstweekofAugust,
sourcessaid.Accordingtosources,
theprocessforchargingthetwin
towerswhichinvolvesplacingex-
plosivesinthebuilding,willbegin
withinafewdaysthisweek.
EdificeEngineering,thecom-

panyresponsibleforthedemoli-
tion, had earlier said itwill take
place on August 21 at 2.30 pm,
officialsatNoidaAuthoritysaid.
Sources had earlier said

buildings in the Emerald Court
and ATS Village Apartments,
which are in the vicinity of the
demolition area, have been in-
spected and photographed for
cracksandotherdeficiencies
UBS Teotia, president of

Emerald Court RWA, said they
hademployedRevathiRaman,a
structural engineer, to carry out
a structural audit of Emerald
Court who recommended cer-
tain repairs in thebuilding. “We
hadengagedacompanytocarry
outastructuralaudittoassessthe
impact of thedemolitionon the
building around two-three
months ago. As per the report,
around 300 columns in the 50-
metre area of the blast need re-
pairs.We have already submit-
tedthereporttoNoidaAuthority
andwillbemeetingwithofficials
sometimethisweek,”hesaid.
OnJuly29,inaMiscellaneous

Application filed by Supertech
Ltd before the Supreme Court,
the Central Building Research
Institute(CBRI)submittedthatit
hadsoughtrelevantinformation
regarding the blast design,
ground vibration, post-demoli-
tion debris assessment, test

blast, vibrationmonitoring re-
port, dust cloud alongwith the
structuralauditreportinrespect
of thenearbybuildings.
Theapexcourt in its order is-

suedthefollowingdirections:“For
this purpose,wepermit CBRI to
address a comprehensive com-
municationonorbeforeAugust1,
2022, toNoida (Authority),with
copiestoEdificeEngineeringand
IRPof Supertech, specifically set-
tingout informationwhich is re-
quiredbytheCBRI. The informa-
tionshallbecollatedandsupplied
to CBRI on or before August 5,
2022.Thereafter,NOIDAshallcon-
veneameetingofrepresentatives
of CBRI, Edifice Engineering and
IRP of Supertech on August 6,
2022,soastosortoutthematter.”
The Supreme Court further

observed that CBRIhad submit-
ted a proposal on April 24 and
thatNoidaAuthorityinitsstatus
report, has sought a direction to

Supertech tomake payment to
CBRIwhichshallbemadewithin
10days.Thematterisnextlisted
on August 12. Noida Authority
shall file a status report in the
meantime, theapexcourtsaid.
In a note shared by the

Authority on July 19, Edifice
Engineeringhadsubmittedavi-
brationpredictionreportwithit,
officials said. The report noted
thatmaximumvibrationcaused
duetothedemolitionisexpected
to be 34mmper second, while
structuresinzone-5aredesigned
according to norms of 300mm
persecond,andthere isnoneed
forastructuralaudit.Theauthor-
ity said if CBRI recommends a
structural audit, Supertechwill
havetogetitdonebyareputable
consultant immediately.
OnMay17,theapexcourtex-

tended thedemolitiondate, and
fixeditonAugust21,withacush-
ionperiodthatendsonAugust28.

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

THELOKSabhaelectionsaretwo
yearsawaybuttheBJPhasalready
startedpreparationsbystrength-
eningboothsinthenationalcap-
italwhereitreceivedfewervotes
than the earlier election. The
sevenBJPMPsinDelhihavegota
list of suchbooths fromthe cen-
tralleadership,whichincludesde-
tails of the booth’s name and
number, positionof theBJP can-

didate,andmarginofvotespolled
ascomparedtoothercandidates.
The MPs have been told to

depute persons at these booths
tolookafterthem—aninitiative
the party has termed ‘booth
sashaktikaran abhiyaan’ (booth
strengthening initiative).
Around 200 booths have

been identified for each MP,
partysourcessaid.ABJPMPsaid,
“One person has to be deputed
at two-three booths; it can be
more depending on the organi-
sational capabilities.We are in

theprocessof pickingnames.”
There are 13,000 booths in

Delhi, with around 1,000 voters
perbooth.Theweakerboothsare
thosewherethepartycandidate
has come second or third, with
the vote count varyingbetween
singledigitstoaround300asper
the listprepared, sourcessaid.
TheBJPhadnotonlyretained

all sevenparliamentary seats in
Delhiinthe2019LokSabhapolls,
but italsosawwinningmargins
between5.78lakhand2.28lakh
votes.Thehighestwinningmar-

gin of 5,78,486 was registered
in the West Delhi Lok Sabha
seat,whereParveshVermawon
with 8,65,648 votes. He bagged
60.05%of the total votespolled.
A senior BJP leader said that

inpreparationforthe2024gen-
eral election, the party has
formedafour-memberpanel to
drawupastrategytowin73,000
‘weak’pollingboothsacross the
countrywhereitdidnotperform
well in thepreviouspolls.
Themembersofthepanelare

BJP national vice-presidents

Baijayant Jay Panda and Dilip
Ghosh,nationalgeneralsecretary
C T Ravi and national president
of theSCmorchaLalSinghArya.
“The initiative is part of the

strategy drawnup by the com-
mitteeandisbeingconveyedto
the state unit. The party work-
ers whose names would be
given by leaders would be
trained to reach out to the vot-
erswiththeparty ideologyand
developmentagendaof theBJP
government at the Centre and
states,” said the leader.

76firecalls
fromlandfills
infouryears,
showsdata
New Delhi: There have
been76firecallsfromthe
three landfill sites in four
years,asperdatasubmit-
ted by the Delhi Fire
Servicestoajointpanelset
upby theNGTearlier this
year to suggest further
course of action for the
Ghazipur landfill. The re-
port also notes fires deep
below the landfill surface
involve material that is
months or years old, and
aremoredifficulttoextin-
guish thansurface fires. It
recommends setting up
undergroundwatertanks,
pumpsatthesesites.

8Noidacops
transferred
Noida: In amajor reshuf-
fle,fiveDCPsandthreead-
ditional DCPs have been
transferred to various
zonesinthedistrictasper
theordersissuedbyNoida
Police chief Alok Singh,
saidofficials.Ithasbeenis-
sued in “relation to
distribution of work of
DeputyCommissionersof
Police/AdditionalDeputy
Commissioners of Police
in view of crime control,
maintaining better law
andorderandinadminis-
trative interest”, they
added.ENS

BRIEFLY

ARRESTED FROM GHAZIABAD ON MONDAY

Murder accused to actor in 28 films — ex-Armyman’s 3 decades on the run

New Delhi: The Supreme
CourtMondayimposed“ex-
emplarycost”ofRs5lakhon
a petitioner for filing a PIL
seekingdirectionsnottode-
molish the Supertech twin
towersand insteadutilise it
for some “national cause”.
A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud andSudhan-
shuDhulia asked the peti-
tioner, ‘Centre for Lawand
Good Governance’, to de-
posittheamountwiththeSC
Registryin4weekssoitcan
be transferred to theSCBar
Associationtobeutilisedfor
the welfare of preferably
Covid-19 affected depend-
entsofSCBAmembers.

SC IMPOSES5 LAKH
COSTONPETITIONER

‘Weak’ booths identified, BJP begins Lok Sabha poll prep

Supertech demolition: As deadline approaches,
explosives to be placed inside towers this week

GAYATHRIMANI&
MALLICAJOSHI
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

REVENUE LOSSES to the gov-
ernment, “windfall gain” for a
few vendors and discounts
leading to unhealthy market
practices that pushed “weaker
hands” from competition are
among the reasons that the
Delhi government decided to
revert to the old excise policy
thatwas inplace tillNovember
2021, according to a cabinet
note sent by the AAP govern-
ment toLieutenantGovernorV
K Saxena for approval on
Sundaynight.
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia is also learnt to
have asked the excise depart-
ment to prepare a fresh excise
policybasedontheexperiences
of thenewpolicythatwasintro-
duced in November last year,
which aimed to privatise the
liquor business and weed out
corruption.
According to the cabinet

note, the aboveobservations by
officials indicate that there is a
need to review the new excise
policy and assess whether it
shouldcontinue.
The office of the L-G has al-

leged irregularities and corrup-

tion in the implementation of
the new policy, with Saxena
seekingaCBIprobe into it.
According to the cabinet

note, while tendering for 849
liquor shops spread across 32
zones was done, about 650
eventually opened. After shops
wereshutinnon-conformingar-
eas following protests by resi-
dentsaswell as theBJP,more li-
censees pulled out. This was
followedbythegovernmentcur-
tailing discounts on liquor,
whichwasakeypartof thenew
policy.
According to the cabinet

note,nineretail licenseesdidnot
extend their licences beyond
Marchthisyear.Threemorecon-
veyedtheirintenttonotavailex-
tension beyond July, the note
said. It also said that four out of
14wholesalelicenseeshavealso
opted to discontinue their li-
cences.
Talking about the hit to rev-

enue,thenotesaidthatsuccess-
fulbiddershadquotedalicence
fee of Rs 8,911 crore. The rev-
enue realisation for 2021-22
was6,720crore. Inthefirstquar-
ter of the current fiscal year, Rs
1,485crorewasrealised,37.51%
belowthebudgetestimateofRs
2,375crore.
Thenotealsotalksabout the

“blockage” of revenue because

of orders passed by courts. It
points to the opening of liquor
shopsinnon-conformingwards
and areas, wherein the court
granted pro-rata relief on pay-
mentof license fee.
“... there has been no corre-

spondingreductioninvolumeof
sales, rather there was an in-
crease in Delhi as a whole. The
amount of revenue not realised
on account of various court or-
ders up to July 2022 is Rs 1,062
crore and there is a continuing
shortfall of Rs 84.8 crore every
monthduetorelief givenbythe
High Court in non-conforming
areas,” it states.
Therevenuedeclinebecause

of the surrendered licences is
aroundRs195crorepermonth,
thenotesays.
The fact that only 468out of

a targeted 849 liquor shops are
open, thenotesays, is leadingto
a large number of unserved ar-
eas andwindfall gain for the li-
cence holders that continue to
operate,apartfromlossesforthe
government, it states.
Talkingaboutdiscounts,sev-

eralshopsinDelhistarteda‘buy
one, get one free’ scheme on
liquor, the note states, adding
that this led to unhealthymar-
ket practices, pushing out the
smaller retailerswho could not
afford tomatch theseoffers.

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,402 9,111
ICU BEDS 2,120 2,043

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
10,297

NOIDA
July31 Aug1

Cases N/A N/A
Deaths N/A N/A
GURGAON
Cases 201 187
Deaths 0 1

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 307
OXYGENSUPPORT 66
VENTILATORSUPPORT 10

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,56,593

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
July31 1,263 984 0 13,511
Aug1 822 1,055 2 7,205
Total 4,274* 19,26,006 26,313 3,95,16,017
*Total active cases inDelhi

IPSofficerSanjayAroraMondaytookchargeas theDelhi
PoliceCommissioner. PremNathPandey

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

IPS OFFICER Sanjay Arora
MondaytookchargeastheDelhi
Police Commissioner andwas
welcomedby seniorpolice offi-
cerswithaguardof honour.
“Today, I took charge as CP,

Delhi. The rich legacy of Delhi
Police is marked with highest
citizenservicesandsacrificesfor
ensuring the national capital’s
safety and security. I am confi-
dentthattogether,wewillcarry
forward this spirit and also set
newbenchmarksinpolicing,”he
tweeted.
Inhisfirstmessageaftertak-

ing charge, Arora said: “In the
last 75 years, Delhi Police has
seenmany historic events and
changesinthecountry.Youhave
successfully faced all big chal-
lenges. Because of their hard

work, Delhi Police has earned
thetrustandrespectofDelhicit-
izens...”
He stressed that the role of

Delhi Police is important be-
cause the force has the
responsibility of the entire na-
tional capital. “Policing faces
many challenges nowadays
such as terrorism, VVIP protec-
tion, cyber security, security for
women...TheroleofDelhiPolice
is also important because we
holdcompleteresponsibilityfor
security of the capital of the
country. I am happy that the
DelhiPolicehassuccessfullycar-
ried out the responsibilitywith
theirhardwork,”hesaid.
“TheDelhi Police’s sacrifices

for their service and for the se-
curityofpeopleisaninspiration
forall. Ibelievewewillallbesuc-
cessful in maintaining the hu-
mility and mobility of Delhi
Police,”headded.

New Delhi
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The National Institute of Wind Energy (NIWE), Chennai is an
autonomous Research and Development Institution of Ministry
of NewandRenewableEnergy (MNRE),Government of India.
MNRE has sanctioned a project, “VAYUMITRA SKILL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (VSDP) – Phase-I” to NIWE
for training 5010 participants under the three qualification packs
approved by MSDE, namely, O&M Mechanical Technician
(1830); O&M Electrical Technician (1830) and Site Surveyor
(1350) through the selected Training Partners from nine Windy
States.To select the Training Partners for imparting training
under VSDP, Expression of Interest is invited from the
institutions / wind energy industries. The detailed information is
made available in NIWE website, https:/ . The last/niwe.res.in
date for submission of EoI is:24-08-2022.

(Under the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Government of India)
Velachery - Tambaram Main Road, Pallikaranai, Chennai - 600 100.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF WIND ENERGY
(ISO 9001: 2015 )

INVITATION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Additional Director (F&A)

Dr. Ambedkar Institute of Technology
for Handicapped, Kanpur (UP) -208024
(Autonomous Institute Establishment in 1997 by

U.P. Govt.)

WALK IN INTERVIEW
Application are invited for Guest Faculty positions in
various Departments of B.Tech /Diploma Program for
academic session 2022-23, for more details visit our
institute website www.aith.ac.in

Asstt. Rgestrar
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DAYS AFTER his statement on
Mumbailosingitsfinancialcapital
status if Gujarati andRajasthani
people left the city,Maharashtra
GovernorBhagat SinghKoshyari
issuedanapologyonMonday.He
saidhecouldn’tevenimaginethat
hisunintentionalmistakewould
be considered as an insult to
Maharashtra.
At a function inMumbai last

Friday,Koshyarisaid,“Sometimes,
ItellpeopleinMaharashtrathatif
GujaratiandRajasthanipeopleare
removedfromhere,thenyouwill
be leftwith nomoney. You call
Mumbaithefinancialcapitalbutif
these (Gujarati and Rajasthani)
peoplearenothere,thenitwon't
becalledthefinancialcapital.”
TheOppositionwasquick to

demandKoshyari’s apology, and
evenhis ouster,while the latter
said the next day that his state-
mentwasmisconstrued.
His statement on Monday

said, “I may have committed a
mistakewhilespeakingatapub-
licfunctioninAndherionJuly29,
where I was talking about the
contributionofafewcommuni-
ties in the development of
Mumbai.Allhavecontributedto
the development of not only
Maharashtra but the entire
country. Our country is on the
path of development especially
becauseof theconcernedstate’s
inclusivityandtraditionsof tak-
ingeveryonealong.”
He said that he received

tremendous love frompeople of
the state andhe triedhis best to
add to thepride ofMaharashtra
andMarathilanguage.

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,AUGUST1

THE WEST Bengal Cabinet on
Mondayapprovedthesettingup
ofsevennewdistrictsinthestate,
takingthetotalnumberofdistricts
to30,upfromtheexisting23.
AnnouncingtheCabinetdeci-

sion, the ChiefMinister said the
sevendistrictswill becarvedout
of five existing districts --
Murshidabad, Nadia, South and
North24Parganas,andBankura.
AnewSundarbandistrictwill

be carvedout of both South and
North24Parganasdistricts; two
new districts, Ichhamati in
Bongaonsubdivisionandayetun-
nameddistrictinBasirhat,willbe
created out of North 24
Parganasdistrict;Ranaghat,a

cityandmunicipalityinNadiadis-
trict,willbecomethefourthnew
district; a new district of
Bishnupurwill be carved out of
theexistingBankuradistrict;and
twonewdistrictsofBaharampur
andKandiwill be created out of
Murshidabaddistrict.
Sourcesinthestateadminis-

tration said the new districts
were created to streamline ad-
ministrative operations. "It is
purely an administrative deci-
sion.TheChiefMinisterwanted
to decentralise the system and
that is why she went in for
smallerdistricts.Earlier,thegov-
ernment had carved out
Kalimpong from Darjeeling,
JhargramfromWestMidnapore
andsplitBurdwan intoEastand
Westdistricts."
Dismissing reports of a pos-

sible dissolution of the state
Cabinet, CM Banerjee said she
would carry out a reshuffle and
fill in key vacancies. She added
that thenewministers– four to
five of them –would take oath
Wednesdayevening.
"Subrata Mukherjee and

Sadhan Pandey are no more.
Parthada(ParthaChatterjee)isin

jail. Theyhadheld importantde-
partmentslikepanchayat,indus-
try, consumer affairs andmany
more. I cannot take any more
pressure. So I have to get some
new faces in the Cabinet. Some
leaderswillbesenttothepartyor-
ganisationtoo."
Sources also said the re-

vamped Cabinetwill have TMC
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee's imprint,
andwillhaveyoung faces.
Babul Supriyo, Partha

Bhowmick, Udayan Guha,
Snehasish Chakraborty are
amongtheyoungfaceswhomay
be included in theCabinet.

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,AUGUST1

HIGHLIGHTINGA“strategicshift”
inJammuandKashmir,J&KPolice
DGPDilbagSinghsaidthata“face-
lessmilitancy”,inwhichmilitants
have no past record, is now the
biggest security challenge in the
Valley.
WithAugust6markingthree

yearssincetherevocationofspe-
cial status to J&K, Singh told The
Indian Express that the new
modusoperandiofmilitants'han-
dlers is “they immediately ask
them(recruits) to commitanact
of terror violence -- throw a
grenade, fire at somebodyor kill
someone".
"Oncetheyareinvolved,itbe-

comes awayof preventing their
returntosociety,”hesaid.
Singh attributed this shift to

the seniormilitant leadership
havingbeenneutralised andnot
availableforplanning,identifying
targetsandexecutingattacks.The
militant outfits “have started re-
viving old connections”, said
Singh,whohasbeenDGPof J&K
PolicesinceOctober2018.
Thetoppoliceofficeralsoun-

derscored that inmost of the re-
cent killings in J&K, especially

through tar-
getedattackson
the migrant
population and
police person-
nel, the suspect
hasnopasthis-
tory -- and is
mostly “only a
social media
sortoffollower,

lookingatsomepropaganda,be-
ingmotivatedbythese thingson
theInternet”.
Thechallengeinsuchcases,he

said,was that “youcannot check
their identities against anydata-
base”.
Accordingtopolicerecords,at

least 80 individualswere identi-
fied as new recruits this year of
whom 60 per cent have been
eliminated.
“Whathave they achieved in

theprocess?Otherthantheirown
death and the grief they have
brought to their families.
Therefore,thatistheonlyworry-
ingfactor...socialinstitutions,fam-
ilies, religious andpolitical lead-
ers -- it is their responsibility to
advise young people not to get
swayedbysuchmachinationsor
Pakistanimedia propaganda,”
Singhsaid.
Since January 2019, at least

690militants have been killed
across J&K.During the samepe-
riod, records show, 149 security
personneland57 J&KPoliceper-
sonnel lost their lives.Atpresent,
police records listat least129ac-
tivemilitantsintheregion.
TheDGPalso expressed con-

cernoverthelowerageofmilitant
recruits. “Recruitment is being
seen among school
dropouts....sometimes in their
teens. It has shifted to a younger
demographic.Earlier,theywould
be25or27or 30.Now it is 16or
17 even. This is unfortunate,” he
said.
Singh also said that thedeci-

sion not to return the bodies of
militants killed in encounters to
theirfamilies,therebypreventing
largefunerals,hasbeen“effective”
in checking recruitment.He said
that “socialmedia alone is a big
factor”inthecurrentphaseofmil-
itancyinthevalley.
“Earlier a young terrorist

wouldbecomeaniconicfigurein
hisarea.Peoplewouldfollowand
try to emulate him. There is
hardlyany leaderof thatkindor
vintagetoday,”Singhsaidadding
that at least 29 militant com-
manders fromvarious terroror-
ganisations were killed in the
Valleythisyear.

Koshyari
apologises for
remarks on
Gujaratis,
Rajasthanis

‘Faceless militancy’ biggest
security challenge in J&K: DGP

DGPDilbag
Singh
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRSMinister S
Jaishankar onMondaymet the
visiting President of Maldives
IbrahimMohamedSolihandsaid
India's'NeighbourhoodFirst'pol-
icy and theMaldives' 'India First'
policyare "complementary"and
the twopolicies take the special
partnershipforward.
Soliharrived inNewDelhion

Monday, andhewillmeetPrime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday.
Solih's visit to India from

August 1 to 4 comes amid his
widening political rift with
Mohammed Nasheed, former
Presidentoftheislandnationand
the current parliament speaker.
Both Solih andNasheedare sen-
ior leaders of the Maldivian
DemocraticParty.
Earlier,the president,accom-

panied by a high-level delega-

tion,waswelcomedattheDelhi
airport by Union Minister
Sanjeev Balyan. Solih is also
scheduled to meet President
DroupadiMurmu.
"Awarmwelcome to a close

friendandmaritimeneighbour!
President@ibusolih ofMaldives
arrivesinNewDelhiforanofficial
visit," External AffairsMinistry

spokesperson ArindamBagchi
saidonTwitter.
"An opportunity to nurture

the unwavering friendship be-
tweenourtwocountriesandlend
furthermomentumtothemulti-
facetedpartnership,"headded.
PresidentSolih willalsovisit

Mumbai to participate in busi-
nessevents.
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THENUMBERofdistricts
around the country has
gone up over the years.
The 2001 Census
recorded 593 districts,
whichwent up to 640 in
2011.Atpresent,Indiahas
more than 775 districts.
Uttar Pradesh has the
most number of districts
(75),followedbyMadhya
Pradesh(52).Goa,bycon-
trast, has only two dis-
tricts.However,thenum-
berofdistrictsinastateis
not always a function of
theareaofastate,orof its
population.WestBengal,
for example, has 42 Lok
Sabhaconstituenciesbut
only 30 districts even af-
ter the addition of the
sevennewones.

Numbers
goingup

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THETRINAMOOLCongress(TMC)
onMondayannouncedmajoror-
ganisationalreshuffleintheparty,
appointing several new office-
bearersatthedistrict level.
Most district presidents and

chairpersonshavebeenreplaced,
according to a list issued by the
partyleadership.
The reshuffle has takenplace

atatimewhenseniorpartyleader
ParthaChatterjeewasarrestedin
connectionwithanallegedschool
staffrecruitmentscam.Theparty,
however,claimedthatthechange
hadnothingtodowiththeformer
minister'sarrest.
A senior TMC leader said,

“ChiefMinisterMamataBanerjee
had already announced inMay
that theorganisational overhaul
will be executed in June or July.
Thereshufflehasbeeneffectedto
synchronisethestatecabinetand
the party organisation. Someof
thosewho have been relieved
from the posts of district presi-
dentsmaygetaplaceinthecoun-
cilofministers.”
According to a party release,

MPKakali GhoshDastidar is the
newpresident of theBarasat or-
ganisational district, replacing
Ashani Mukhopadhyay, the
BarasatMunicipality chairman
whoisconsideredclosetoPartha
Chatterjee. Shaoni Singha Roy, a
formerCongressMLA,isthenew
president of theMurshidabad
andBaharampurorganisational
districts. Khalilur Rahmanhas
been retained as president of
Jangipur organisational district.
Controversial Birbhumdistrict
presidentAnubrataMondal has
beenretained.

Jaishankar meets visiting Maldives
President: Neighbourhood first

ExternalAffairsMinisterS JaishankarwithMaldives
President IbrahimMohamedSolih inNewDelhi.PTI
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THENATIONAL Testing Agency
(NTA)hasallowed19candidates
who missed the Common
UniversityEntranceTest (CUET-
UG) in July due to last-minute
changes inexaminationcentres
tosit fora retest.
NTA officials said the retest

will be held during the second
phase of the CUET-UG, which
startsonAugust4.
The testing agency had

formedathree-memberpanelto
lookinto,onacase-to-casebasis,
requestsbyatleast31candidates
who said they hadmissed their
examsdue to thevenuechange.
HeadedbyaretiredIIT-Delhipro-
fessor, thepanel also comprised
aDelhiUniversity(DU)professor
andaschool teacher.
Of the19candidatesallowed

to take a retest, 17 had initially
been allotted Netaji Subhas
University of Technology
(NSUT), Delhi, as the examcen-
tre, whichwas changed toDU’s
north campus on July 14, just a
daybefore theexamstarted.
TheNTAacceptedthepanel’s

recommendations on allowing
theretestfollowingconsultations
with theUGC,whichhadearlier
opposedit.UGCchairpersonProf
MJagadeshKumarhadmadethe
commission’s position against
anyretestclearonJuly15 itself.
Meanwhile onMonday, the

NTAstarted releasing theadmit
cards of candidates who are
scheduled to take the entrance
on August 4, 5 and 6, as part of
the second phase. The admit
cards of those appearing on
August7,8,10and20willbere-
leased later.
Prof Kumar said every effort

isbeingmadetoprovidethecan-
didateswith their first choiceof
city.

NTA allows
retest for 19
candidates who
missed exam due
to venue change

CUETFIRSTPHASE

TMC announces
major reshuffle in
party structure

Bengal to get 7 new
dists, total now30
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5QUESTIONS
DMKRAJYA
SABHAMP,
PWILSON,
LASTWEEK
DEMANDED
THAT CASTE
CENSUS BE
MOVED

FROMUNION LIST TO CONCURRENT
LIST. HE SPOKE TO ESHAROY.

Whatistheissuewithcastecensus?
Asofnowcaste-basedreservationis
basedonthecastecensuscarried
out in1931. It isonthebasisof this
censusthat27%reservationforOBCs
hasbeenprovided.EventheMandal
Commissionreportwasbasedon
this.TheCentrecarriedoutanother
castecensusbetween2011and2015
but itsreporthasbeenkept incold
storage. In2015, theCentrereferred
it toNitiAayogbuttherehasbeenno
movementoniteversince.

Whatpowersdostateshave
rightnowvisaviscaste?
WecannotifySociallyand
Economicallybackwardclasses.We
canalsoannounceinternal
reservation–forinstanceTamilNadu
gives69%reservation…Butevenif
weprovidesuchhighreservation,the
factisitisnotbasedonaheadcount.

Whydostatesneedthepowerto
carryoutcastecensus?
Whenweprovidereservation, it
needstobedonescientificallyto
ensureadequaterepresentation.
Second,courtsusuallystrikedown
reservationbystatessayingthere is
noempiricaldata.What is this
empiricaldata? It isacensus.

Hasthepresentsystemof
reservationbeensuccessful?
Evenwiththe inadequate
reservationcurrently,which isnot
commensuratewiththecaste
population, therearevacancies in
reservedseats,deprivingthe
majorityof thesecommunitiesof
opportunitiesand livelihood.

What is therecourseforstates?
Toapproachcourts.

From The Gallery
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ONCENTRE'Srequest toconsidersettingup
acampusintheUnitedArabEmirates(UAE),
IIT Delhi has held two rounds of meetings
with the Department of Education and
Knowledge, Abu Dhabi, the Ministry of
Education informed the Lok Sabha on
Monday.
Thedevelopmentcomesata timewhen

IITMadras,amongothers, isconsideringre-
questsfrommanycountries,includingNepal,
SriLanka,andTanzania,aspartof itsexpan-
sionplansunderaframeworkdevelopedby
a committee chaired by former ISRO chair-
personDrKRadhakrishnan.
WhilethedecisiontoestablishanIndian

Institute of Technology in the UAEwas an-
nounced in the vision statement issued
jointly by the two countries in February it-
self, the government chose IITDelhi,which
hadearlierexpressedinterestinhavingcam-
puses in Saudi Arabia andEgypt, to execute
theproposal.
“As per the joint India-UAE vision state-

mentissuedonFebruary18,2022,afteravir-
tualsummitbetweentheleadersof thetwo
countries,...theleadersagreedtoestablishan
Indian Instituteof Technology in theUnited
ArabEmirates”.
“As a follow up to this, the government

has requested the Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi to explore the possibility
of establishingacampus in theUnitedArab
Emirates (UAE). IIT Delhi requested the
IndianambassadortotheUAEtoidentifyand

arrangeameetingwiththerelevantUAEau-
thorities,”accordingtotheanswerissuedby
theMinistry of Education in response to a

question raised by Congress MP MK
Raghavan.
Inhisquestion,Raghavan,whorepresents

Kerala'sKozhikodeconstituencyintheLower
House,soughttoknowwhetherthegovern-
ment has proposed to set up IITs in theGulf
CooperationCouncil (GCC)countries.
Accordingtofurtherdetailssharedbythe

EducationMinistry, based on IIT Delhi's re-
quest, the Department of Education and
Knowledge, AbuDhabi, or ADEK,was iden-
tifiedastherelevantauthorityinthisregard.
Subsequently, twomeetingswereheld.
“InthefirstADEK-IITDmeeting,bothsides

madepresentationsabouttheirrespectiveor-
ganisationsandconveyedtheireagernessand
enthusiasmtomoveforwardwiththisproject.
In the secondADEK-IITDmeeting, ADEK in-
vitedrepresentativesfromtheDepartmentof

Economic Development and from the
AdvancedTechnologyResearchCouncilwho
madepresentations on the economic vision
and the researchpriorities of AbuDhabi, re-
spectively,” thestatementadded.
IITDelhi, rated India's secondbest engi-

neering college after IITMadras in the gov-
ernment's National Institutional Ranking
Framework(NIRF),alsomadeapresentation
onthemodelunderwhichnewIITsaremen-
toredby the older IITs. IITDelhimentors IIT
Roparand IIT Jammu.
In2021, IITDelhihadinaproposal tothe

governmentexpresseditswillingnesstoset
upcampusesinSaudiArabiaandEgypt.The
proposal states that the overseas campuses
will offer four-year UG courseswith an an-
nual intake of up to 240 students in four
branchesbasedonSATscores.

IIT Delhi in talks to set up campus in UAE: Govt in Lok Sabha

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

THEINDIANeconomywasonadeclineeven
before the Covid pandemic came in as the
governmenthadfailedinall fivefundamen-
talsof economy—savings, investment,pro-
duction,consumptionandemployment,the
Congress said onMonday as the Lok Sabha
discussedprice rise inaheateddebate.
Starting the discussion, Congress leader

Manish Tewari charged at the government
for therise inpricesof essentials, saying the
BJP government has “widened the inequal-
ity between the rich and the poor and has
failed toprovide jobs to thepeople”.
“Thegovernmentmayhavebalanced its

ownbudget,but ithasthrownthebudgetof
25-crorehouseholdsoutofgearwithitspoli-
cies; everyhomemaker is in tears,”hesaid.
TewariclaimedthatduringtheNDArule,

morepeoplearebacktobeingpoor.“During
the UPA regime, 27 crore people were
broughtabovethepovertyline.Butthenun-
der this government, as many as 23-crore
peopleareonceagainbelowthepovertyline
as defined by the Anoop Satpathy commit-
tee;earninglessthanRs375perday,”hesaid.
TewariclaimedthatundertheModigov-

ernment,92oftherichestpeopleinIndiahas
wealthequivalenttothatof55-croreIndians
puttogether.“Therecan’tbebiggerinequal-
ity than this inourcountry,”hesaid.
Tewari said the tell-tale indicator of lack

of jobsisthegrowingnumberofMGNREGA
workers. “The number of people engaged
throughMGNREGAis thehighestevernow.
Eight years ago, the government had called
this programme ‘gadde khodne ki scheme’
(schemefordiggingholes)butthankstothis
scheme...today croresof families are able to
earnaliving. Idemandthatthegovernment
takeback itswords,”hesaid.
Tewari attacked the government for in-

creasingtheGSTonflour,curd,paneer,pencil

and sharpener. “Youdidnot spare even chil-
dren,”hesaid,addingthathewassaddenedto
see18percentGSToncrematoriums.
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan

Chowdhury said the PM says the culture of
freebies(revdiculture)shouldend.“Whatis
the distinction between revdi culture and
otherculture,”heasked.
Trinamool Congress's Kakoli Ghosh

Dastidarsaidthegovernment’spolicieshad
left peoplewithoutmoney tobuyevenLPG
cylinder.Shesaidthegovernmentwas forc-
ingpeopletoeatvegetablesuncooked.“This
is what you are forcing people to do,” she
said,whilemimickingeatinga rawbrinjal.
Biju Janata Dal’s PinakiMishra tore into

the government’s defence against the criti-
cismon high fuel prices. “Of the Rs 27-lakh
crorecollectedbythegovernmentsince2014,
only3.4percenthasgonetoserviceoilbonds.
So, don’t tell us that oil prices are rising to
serviceoilbonds...theyaregoingupbecause
youhavetobalanceyourbudget,”hesaid.

BJP member Jaskaur Meena said eight
yearsofModigovernmenthavebeenforthe
welfareof thepoor.
JayadevGallaof theTDPwantedtoknow

themeasures takenbythegovernmentand
theRBItocontrol inflation.CPImemberAM
Ariff also raised the issue of GST on food
items, while taking exception to 5 per cent
GSTonriceand itsproducts.
BJP leader and formerMoS for Finance

JayantSinhasaidtheinflationishigherinthe
USandEuropeas compared to India,which
is the result ofmeasures taken by theModi
government. “There is no 'mehngai' (infla-
tion).TheOppositionhasbeenlookingfor it
but isunable to find it,”hesaid.
Hasnain Masoodi of the National

Conference, Harsimrat Kaur Badal (SAD),
Asaduddin Owaisi (AIMIM), Hanuman
Beniwal (RLP), ET Mohammed Basheer
(IUML),STHasan(SamajwadiParty)andNK
Premachandran (RSP) were among those
whotookpart in thedebate.

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

THEWEAPONS of Mass Destruction and
their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of
UnlawfulActivities)AmendmentBill, 2022,
waspassedinRajyaSabhaonMondayamid
sloganeering by OppositionMPs to protest
thearrestof ShivSenaMPSanjayRaut.
The Bill, introduced by External Affairs

Minister S Jaishankar, seeks to ban funding
ofweaponsofmassdestruction(WMDs)and
givestheCentrethepowertofreeze,seizeor
attachfinancialassetsofpersonsinvolvedin
suchactivities.
TheBill, passedby LokSabha in thepre-

vious session,was passedby a voice vote in
theUpperHouse,amovechallengedbysev-
eralOppositionMPs,whoallegedthatithad
been passed even as the House remained
disrupted.
Later in the afternoon, the Indian

Antarctic Bill, 2022, which seeks to extend
domestic lawsto Indianresearchstations in
Antarctica and introduces a permit system
forexpeditionstoAntarctica,wasalsopassed
throughvoicevote.
On the “unanimous support” forWMD

Bill, Jaishankar said, “All members have
recognisedthatterrorismisaseriousthreat,

thatweapons of mass destruction are a se-
rious threat, that there is a gap in the law.
Currently,thelawcoversonlytrading;itdoes
not cover financing. This gap needs to be
filled because Recommendation 7 of the
FinancialActionTaskForcerequiresallcoun-
tries, including us, to ensure that financing
forWMD-relatedactivities isprohibited.”
“Keepinginmindthelacunaeof thecur-

rentlaw,wehavebroughtthisamendment,”
hesaid.
Earlier,Oppositionprotests startedwith

the commencement of the House at 2 pm,

with TMC's DerekO’Brien raising a point of
order. “In the last six years, not evenone is-
sue under Rule 267 that the Opposition
raised has been accepted. Not even one.
Today,weareraising(one)onED.Today,we
areraisingthe issueofourcolleague,Sanjay
Raut,”O’Briensaid.
Opposition MPs accused BJP's

Bhubaneswar Kalita, whowas in the Chair,
of notadmittinganyof their requestswhen
he refused other points of order raised by
Oppositionmembers.
CPI’s Elamaram Kareem and DMK’s

Tiruchi Siva challenged the Chair for not al-
lowing a divisionwhen theWMDBill was
passed. Kalita said he “could not hear” the
requestamid thedinof slogans.
“Irepeatedlyaskedfordivision,”Kareem

said. “When I was asking for division, how
couldyoupass theBill?”
LeaderofOppositionMallikarjunKharge

saidwhiletheChaircouldallowpassingofa
Bill when theHousewas not in order, it re-
fusedtoadmitpointsoforderundersimilar
circumstances.
Hittingback,Leaderof theHousePiyush

Goyalsaid,“TheLeaderofOppositioniscast-
ing aspersions on the Chair…None of our
members was responsible for disorder.
Membersof theOppositionarecreatingdis-
orderandthenraisingapointof order…”

Opp: Rich-poor dividewidened,
household budgets in disarray
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“Pricesofpetrolanddieselhavebeenmarket-determinedwitheffect from
June26,2020,andOctober19,2014, respectively.Sincethen, thepublic
sectoroilmarketingcompanies(OMCs)takeappropriatedecisionson

pricingofpetrolanddiesel.”
RAMESWARTELI,MINISTEROFSTATE,PETROLEUM&NATURALGAS

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

AMONG THEmany tasks that Manickam
Tagore has is sifting through creatives that
theCongress’ssocialmediateamuploadson
itsvarioushandles.TheCongresswhipinthe
Lok Sabha also scans through interesting
posts he receives from his friends, among
themthose fromtheLeft.Hethen identifies
the interesting ones and sends them to his
aide.
These aremodified andmade into plac-

ards—thedisplayofwhichhasbecomethe
bone of contention between Opposition
members and the Chair during this session
and led to the suspension of four Congress
MPs, includingTagore, in theLokSabhaand
23Oppositionmembers in theRajyaSabha.
While the CongressMPswere initially sus-
pended for the remainder of theMonsoon
session,theRajyaSabhamembersweresus-
pendedtill theendof lastweek.
SpeakerOmBirlarevokedthesuspension

of the Lok Sabha MPs — Tagore, Ramya
Haridas,TNPrathapanandSJothimani—on
Monday after seeking assurance from the

Opposition that itwill not bringplacards or
otherexhibitsintotheHouse.TagoretoldThe
IndianExpressthattheOppositionmembers
wereforcedtodisplayplacardsasSansadTV
didnot telecast theirprotests.
IntheCongress,Tagoreisinchargeofget-

ting the placardsmade formembers of the
Lok Sabha and his counterpart Syed Nasir
Hussain does the same in the Rajya Sabha.
“Wegothroughthecreativesputoutby the
Congress social media team. Sometimes,
slightmodificationsaremade. For instance,
ifapictureofagascylinderistobeput…we
ask thedesigners toaddthat,”Tagoresaid.
He added, “So the creatives onmany is-

sues—be it onprice rise, Agnipath scheme,
misuseof investigativeagencies—areready
withus.Wehavethedesignsreadyonissues
like unemployment and all. We will get
themprintedwhenwenextstageademon-
strationonan issue.”
Tagore's personal assistant gets the cre-

atives printed froma shop in KhanMarket.
“Generally,thewhipdoestheworkofcoordi-
nation.So,asthewhipintheRajyaSabha,the
placards,banners,protests,venuesarecoordi-
natedbymeintheUpperHouse,”saidHussain.
The task of distributing the placards to

Oppositionmembers is not theirs. Tagore
leaves the placards at the Congress parlia-
mentarypartyoffice.RamyaHaridasandher
Lok Sabha colleague Vijay Vasanth distrib-
ute theplacards toOppositionMPsandcol-
lectthembackforthefollowingday.“Before
me,thelateRajeevSatavusedtodothis.Now,
it ismyresponsibility,”Tagoresaid.
“Manythings IhavepickedfromtheLeft

groupstoo.Youmighthaveseensomeplac-
ardsincompletered.Thosemusthavecome
from the Left circles.We thenmake small
changes, like cutting out the names… like
CPMorSFI,”hesaid.
The Congress provides placards to all

Opposition parties except the Trinamool
Congress (TMC). ForWest Bengal’s ruling
party, itsRajyaSabhaleaderDerekO’Brienis
in charge of placards. The TMC’s posters —
white letters on a black background— are
slogan-driven unlike the slightly colourful
onesof theCongress.
Slogandraftingisacollectiveeffort,accord-

ing to a party functionary. “Weprepare the
slogansadaybefore.Wesiftthroughthedraft
slogans and thenwemodify and finalise the
slogans. Thenwe translate them intoHindi
andBangla.Weassignonemembereachfrom

theLokSabhaandtheRajyaSabhatobringthe
placardstoParliament,"saidaTMCMP.
So where do they get the placards

printed? O’Brien told The Indian Express,
“Ninetypercentoftheprinters,unliketwoto
three years ago, do notwant to print these
political placards. So, wemust not let you
know.Let it remainapolitical secret.”
The TMCdoes not throwaway theplac-

ards even if an issue is over. The posters are
kept at its Parliament office. The TMC also
doesnotprint theparty’snameontheplac-
ards so thatMPs fromother parties canuse
them.
Interestingly,DMKmembersarekeenon

being given placards in Tamil but the
Congress still sticks to Hindi and English as
otherwise,MPsfromotherstatesmayaskfor
posters in their language.
“We have no option but to display plac-

ards because Sansad TV does not showour
protests.Theworlddoesn’tshowwhyweare
protesting.Whenwe protest, our leader is
not given an opportunity to speak for two
minutes.So,howdoweshowtheworldwhy
weareprotesting?WewillnotgototheWell
orshowplacardsif thecamerapanstowards
us,” saidTagore.

Journey of Opp placards: Social media to Khan Market to Parliament

BJPMPsfromWestBengalprotestagainstChiefMinisterMamataBanerjeeand
hergovernment,at theParliamentHouseonMonday.PraveenKhanna

IITDelhihadearlierexpressed interest
insettingupcampuses inSaudiArabia
andEgypt. File

INDIANANTARCTICBILLALSOPASSED

WMD Bill passed by voice vote in RS;
Opp says request for division ignored

ExternalAffairsMinisterS Jaishankar
inRajyaSabhaMonday.PTI

DEBATEONPRICERISE

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

THE CENTRAL government is concerned
about the impact of climate changeonher-
itagesites,and“regularmonitoring” isdone
by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
to assess damage to itsmonuments by any
atmosphericagentsandnaturalcauses,and
mitigativemeasuresare takenasandwhen
required, the Parliament was informed on
Monday.
Thereare3,693centrally-protectedmon-

uments in thecountry.

“Governmentof Indiaisconcernedabout
the impacts of climate change onmonu-
ments. The Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI),custodianof3,693centrally-protected
monuments, ismakingallpossibleeffortsto
ensurethepreservationandmaintenanceof
themonuments,”UnionCultureMinisterG
KishanReddysaidinawrittenresponsetoa
question inLokSabha.
Inthisregard,regularmonitoringisdone

byASI to assess damage to themonuments
by any atmospheric agents and natural
causesandmitigativemeasuresaretakenas
andwhenrequired,hesaid.
Inresponsetoanotherwrittenquestion,

the Unionminister said, out of the 3,693
monumentsandsitesdeclaredprotectedun-
der the Ancient Monuments and
ArchaeologicalSitesandRemainsAct,1958,
12fall inthedistrictNagpurofMaharashtra.
Most of the protectedmonuments are

popular tourist destinations and visited by
largenumber of tourists. ASI provides basic
amenities and facilities to extendbetter ex-
periencetovisitors,dependingonneedand
feasibility, includingmuseumsatimportant
monumentsandsites.ASImaintainstwelve
protectedmonuments in Nagpur district,
whichalsoincludesmonumentsinRamtek,
hesaid.

Govt concerned over climate change impact on
heritage sites, ASI monitoring to assess damage

Congress leaderAdhirRanjanChoudhuryspeaks inLokSabhaonMonday.UNI
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

FRENCH CONNECTION
DURINGMONDAY’SdiscussiononpriceriseintheLokSabha,as
TrinamoolCongressMPKakoliGhoshDastidarrosetospeak,her
partycolleagueMahuaMoitrashiftedherbagkeptontheseatto
the floor. The act didnot escape theeyeof theBJP,withparty
spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla claiming that “Marie
AntoinetteMahuaMoitrawashidingherexpensivebag”.Half
anhourafterPoonawalla'stweet,CongressMPGauravGogoialso
invokednameofAntoinette,queenofFrancein18thcentury,to
makeapoint. “At a timeof back-breaking inflationandrecord
price rise, such speeches are vulgar and theepitomeofMarie
Antoinette'letthemeatcake',”Gogoiposted,criticisingFinance
MinisterNirmalaSitaraman'sresponsetothedebateintheHouse.

BREAKING ICE, WARMLY
ONMONDAYafternoon, theLokSabhawasback inbusiness
after the suspension of four Congress MPs was revoked.
FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharaman,whowasstayingaway
from Parliament due to Covid, extended a courtesy gesture
to the Opposition benches, seemingly to break the ice.
Wearing a face mask, Sitharaman chatted briefly with
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, TMC's Sudip
BandyopadhyayandMithunReddyof theYSRCP. Telangana
Rashtra Samiti member NamaNageswara Rao also joined
them.TheFinanceMinistergreetedeveryonewarmlybefore
takingher seat.

MAIDEN MISTAKE
ItwasYSRCPRajyaSabhamemberNiranjanReddySirgapoor's
maidenspeechinParliamentonMondaywherehetalkedof
themerits of the IndianAntarctic Bill-2022.While support-
ing the Bill, the newMP had several recommendations for
EarthSciencesMinisterJitendraSingh.Sirgapoorgotsotaken
upwithmakinghispoints to theUnionminister thathead-
dressedmost of his speech to Singh. Bhubaneswar Kalita of
theBJD,whowas in theChair, had to remindSirgapoor that
heneededtoaddresstheChairandnottheministerwhohad
movedtheBill.

KAMAALSAIYED
&RASHIMISHRA
SURAT,AHMEDABAD,AUGUST1

INSIDE A textile factory in
Pandesaraareaof Surat, a roll of
white fabric (called grey fabric)
flowsontotheconstantlyrolling,
dyeing and printing machine.
Alongtheway,saffronandgreen
dyesareadded.ThentheAshoka
Chakra is stamped. At the other
end, the Tricolour comes out in
reams that cascadeontoawait-
ing trolley.
Sanjay Sarawagi, the factory

owner,sayshehasorderstosup-
ply one crore flags for the “Har
GharTiranga”campaigninwhich
theCentrehasidentified24crore
homes across the country that
would hoist the Tricolour from
August13to15tomark75yearsof
Independence.Aftertheflagcode
was amended inDecember last
yeartoallowmachine-madeand

polyestercloth, this is thebiggest
order that textile firms in Surat
havegot—througha“corporate-
governmentpartnership”.
UnionMoS for Textiles and

RailwaysDarshana Jardosh,who
istheBJPMPfromSurat, toldThe
Indian Express, “Companieshave
been told to use their CSR
(Corporate Social Responsibility)
funds for these flags.Weare try-
ingtomakepeoplebuytheflags,
andwehaveafixedpriceofRs25
for a single flag (measuring
20”x30”). Only when people
spendmoneyonsomething,will
they care for it. If something is
givenfree,nopropercareistaken.”
According to Jardosh, “Apart

fromSuratwhere the flag-mak-
ingisonalargescale,flagsarebe-
ing made in Noida (UP),
MaharashtraandsouthernIndia.
Surat’stextileindustryhasawide
reachandweknowthatSurathas
thecapacitytomeetthedemand,
as it has the infrastructure for

everystageofthemanufacturing
process.We (theMinistries of
TextilesandCulture)haveformed
abodyandgotatargetfor11crore
flags for the campaign. Similarly,
otherministriesalsohavegottar-
gets as have state governments.

There are 24 crore houses in the
country and attempts are being
madetoensurethatthetricolour
reacheseachandeveryhouse.”
Sarawagisayshehasengaged

over 5,000workers, including
3,000women,tofinishtheorder

ofonecroreflagsfromAdityaBirla
group,whichhehastodeliverby
August 10. “Westarted thework
onJuly1.Ourpeopleareworking
intwoshifts24x7,andweloadthe
flags onto vehicles of the client
thatcomedaily,”hesaid.
The vendors have been cho-

senbytheUnionministryoftex-
tiles,accordingtoRajeshVataliya,
marketing head of Grasim
Industries of the Aditya Birla
Group. “We also got intimation
fromtheministrytosupplyflags
toMeghalaya,Karnataka,Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
ManipurandMaharashtra.”
Grasimindustrieshasbeenas-

signedvendors such as Jai Singh
Sharma of Jay Pradhan Shree
TradexPvt Ltd,NewDelhi, Shree
ArvindGadiaofGadiaEnterprises,
Surat,Gujarat,SanjaySarawagiof
Laxmipati Sarees, Surat, Gujarat,
Vikas Kundaliya and Brijesh
GondaliyaofUniqueFurfabricPvt
Ltd, Surat, Gujarat, Manan

GondaliyaandBrijeshGondaliya
of Surat, Gujarat, Salauddin
Mandal of Uddin Enterprises,
Kolkata,WestBengal,KNTextiles
in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, Kabir
KumarofAnirathContracts,New
Delhi, and Ashish Bajaj of
AnaghyamEnterprises,Punjab.
AlokIndustriesofSilvassa, in

theUnionTerritoryofDadraand
NagarHaveli,hasgotanorderof
two crore flags. Tulsi Tejwani,
CEO, said, “We got the order on
July15andAugust8isthedead-
linegivenbytheministry.Asthe
order is huge, we are outsourc-
ing toother companies inSurat.
We purchase grey bales from
Bhiwandi and Malegaon in
Maharashtra, and also from
Suratandgetitdyedandprinted
inSurat.”
Tejwanisaid,“Oncetheprod-

uct isdelivered fromthese facto-
ries to Silvassa, it is cut, stitched
and packed. Starting from one
lakh flags a day, we now finish

eightlakhflagsaday.”
Adding that they don’t have

a CSR, Tejwani said, “We have
beentoldtosupplytheTricolour
consignment to different states
andtherespectivestategovern-
mentswillpayus.”
In Ahmedabad, flag-making

unitshavereceivedlarge-scaleor-
dersfromseveralbusinesshouses.
“Thisisthefirsttimethatwehave
got orders on such a large scale.
Usually,forIndependenceDay,we
make10-15lakhflagseveryyear.
WegotordersfromMathura(UP),
Surat (Gujarat) andAhmedabad
(Gujarat), as theunits therewere
over-burdened,”saidImranKhan,
40,atailorfromtheoldcityarea.
Khanhasreceivedbundlesof

printed flags in satin and roto
polyesterfromMathura,Suratand
Ahmedabad.“Wehavegot10-15
lakhmetersofbundles...satinfrom
SuratandrotofromMathura”says
Khan. He is making flags of
30”x20”and23”x15”sizes.

AtaprintinganddyeingmillinPandesara,Surat.HanifMalek

A flag business unfurls in Gujarat with corporate-govt partnership
HARGHARTIRANGA:24CROREHOMESTOHOISTTRICOLOURFROMAUGUST13-15TOMARK75YEARSOF INDEPENDENCE

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,AUGUST1

INWHATis seenasasignificant
political development in Uttar
Pradesh,SamajwadiPartysecre-
tary general and Rajya Sabha
member RamGopal Yadavmet
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
inLucknowonMondayevening.
The SPmaintained that the

duo discussed the “plight of
backward communities and
Muslims” in thestate.
ThemeetingheldattheChief

Minister's official residence
lasted for around half-an-hour,
it is learnt. Yadav, considered
number2 in thepartyandakey
adviser to formerchiefminister
and party president Akhilesh
Yadav, left without responding
to media questions after the
meeting.
SP chief spokesperson

RajendraChaudharysaidhedid
nothaveconfirmednewsabout
anysuchmeeting.
TheSPlatertweeted,"Today,

thechiefnationalgeneralsecre-
tary of Samajwadi Party,
ProfessorRamGopalYadav,met
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
in Lucknow. Talks were held in
the context of persecution of
backwards andMuslims across
thestatebyfilingfalsecasesuni-
laterally.Thegovernmentshould
takeback the fakecases.”
Playingdownthemeeting,a

section of party leaders said
YadavmetAdityanathregarding
allegedharassmentof SPwork-
ersbythepoliceandadministra-
tionindifferentpartsofthestate.
Afive-termmemberofRajya

Sabha, Yadav is seen as the sec-
ondmostinfluentialleaderinSP.
He had backed Akhilesh during
the feud in SP's first family in
2016, when Akhilesh took over
theparty'sreins.Anationalgen-
eral secretary of the party until
then, Yadavwas appointed SP's
secretary-generalafterAkhilesh

tookcommand in2017.
Yadav’s meeting with

Adityanathholdssignificancein
the backdrop of recent political
developments in UP. After the
SP-ledalliancelosttheAssembly
elections and subsequently the
UP Legislative Council polls, as
furtherembarrassment, itdrew
a blank in Lok Sabha bypolls to
Azamgarh and Rampur seats —
bothconsideredSPstrongholds.
A cousin of party's founder

and formerCMMulayamSingh
Yadav, RamGopal had been ac-
tive in the party's organisation
affairs and electoral campaigns
in the past. But he largely re-
mainedmissing from the cam-
paigntrail inboththeAssembly
pollsandLokSabhabypolls—his
presence at the odd rallies was
seenas symbolic.
AfterthepoorAssemblypoll

showing, and theLokSabhaby-
poll losses, theSPhasonlythree
MPseachinLokSabhaandRajya
Sabha.
Lastmonth,thepartylostally

SuheldevBharatiyaSamajParty
(SBSP),whichclaimstohave in-
fluenceamongnon-YadavOBCs
in eastern UP. The SP has also
partedwayswith Shivpal Singh
Yadav’soutfit.
After Shivpal, Akhilesh’s es-

tranged uncle, and SBSP presi-
dentOmPrakashRajbharcross-
voted in support of the NDA
nominee in the Presidential
polls, theSPhadissuedlettersto
both, statingthat theywerefree
togowherevertheyexpectedto
getmorerespect.

UPCMYogiAdityanathand
(right)SP’s RamGopalYadav

Ram Gopal meets
Yogi; SP says
discussed minority,
backward issuesSADAFMODAK

MUMBAI, AUGUST1

SEEKING SHIV SenaMP Sanjay
Raut's custody, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Monday
claimed that the leader and his
familywere 'direct beneficiaries'
of aroundRs1.06 crore linked to
redevelopmentofachawlproject
inanorthernsuburbofMumbai.
The special court later sent

Raut,whowas arrested early on
Mondaymorning, to theEDcus-
todytillAugust4.Thecaserelates
toPatraChawlwhereitisclaimed
that insteadof providinghouses
for displaced residents, directors
ofHDILandotherscheatedthem.
It is alleged that Rs 1,039.70

crore were received in the ac-
counts of HDIL andGuruAshish
Constructions, of which Rs 112
crorewerereceivedbyco-accused
PravinRaut,who, the agency al-
leged,isRaut's"frontman"."Being
thefrontman...,he(Pravin)utilised
his proximitywith Raut for ob-
taining the approval from
MHADA and other advantages
best known to them," theED re-

mandplea said. The EDclaimed
that inhis July1 statement, Raut
haddeniedknowledgeofPravin's
involvement in theproject, stat-
ing that they came in contact in
2012-13throughtheirwives.The
agencyclaimedthatRautfailedto
give a valid explanation for the
amountsreceivedinhisbankac-
counts.Pravinwasthedirectorof
GuruAshishbetween2007-13.

The EDclaimed that Pravin's
wifewas ahousewife andRaut's
ateacherwhentheysetupAvanti
Infrastructure.Raut'swifeVarsha
hadreceivedRs13.95lakhfor in-
vestment of Rs 5,625 in Avani
Infrastructure,theEDalleged.
"Thesecompaniesweresetup

bySanjayRautandPravinRautto
route theproceedsof crimegen-
eratedfromPatraChawlprojectto

project it as untainted," the ED
claimed. Raut's lawyer Ashok
Mundargisaidthecasewasoneof
a "political vendetta". "This isbe-
ingrakedupbecauseofchangein
atmosphereisallIwillsay,"hesaid.
SpecialjudgeMGDeshpande

said, "Considering the compass
of inquiryandvolumeofmatter,
I strongly feel that custodial in-
terrogation isnecessary..."

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, AUGUST1

GOREGAON RESIDENT Sanjay
Naikwasinhisearly30swhenhe
vacated his accommodation in
PatraChawl,spreadover47acres
in Siddharth Nagar, as the area
hadtoundergo“redevelopment”.
Atthattime,hewasassuredthat
hewould get his home back in
threeyears' time.Fourteenyears
on,Naik'swait is far fromover.
Withtheprojectcomingun-

der spotlight with its linkwith
thearrestofShivSenaMPSanjay
Raut, Naik, now in his late 40s,
along with 671 other tenants
who have been fighting to re-
claim their properties, are hop-
ingthatthestalledprojectwillfi-

nallyseethelightofday.Asmall-
time real estate agent,Naik says
withRs20,000ofhismonthlyin-
comegoing in rent, ithasbeena
struggleforhimtocovertherest
ofhouseholdexpenses.
Naik and 671 other tenants

hadhandedover their homes to
theMaharashtra Housing and
Area Development Authority
(MHADA)in2008forredevelop-
ment of theproject. The author-
ity, in turn, gave the contract to
GuruAshishConstructionPrivate
Limited (GACPL) to rehabilitate
the tenants and to redevelop the
locality.Subsequently,atripartite
agreementwas signedbetween
GACPL, the tenants' society and
MHADA.Residentssayasperthe
agreement, the developerwas
supposed to pay rent to all 672

tenantseverymonthtillthecom-
pletion of the project. However,
therentwaspaidonlytill2014-15.
When The Indian Expressvis-

ited the site where the Patra
Chawlpreviouslystood,theentire
areawasbarricadedwithalmost
nosignsofconstructionactivity.
On the arrest of Raut, Rajesh

Dalvi,chairmanofPatraChawlco-
operative housing society, says,
“We,astenants,arenotinterested
inthepoliticsthatisbeingplayed.
Weareonlyconcernedaboutrent,
homes and the commitments,
whichhadbeengiventousinthe
agreementwehadwiththestate.
Wehavefacedalotoverthelast14
years.Thefamilieshavefacedim-
mensehardship.Wehopewhat-
ever is happening now brings
somesortofclosuretothisissue.”

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,AUGUST1

PATNAHIGHCourthastakenex-
ceptiontoseveraluniversitiesstill
charging education fee tillmas-
ters courses from SC/ ST and
womenstudentsagainstthestate
government's decision an-
nouncedonJuly24,2015.
Thecourthassetadeadlineof

onemonthtoreimbursethefees
tostudentsfromwhomtheinsti-
tutionshadwronglychargedit. If
theorder isnotcompliedwith, it
would amount to contempt of
courtandinvitederecognition.
RespondingtoaPIL,adivision

benchofChiefJusticeSanjayKarol
andJusticeSKumaronJuly22di-
rected"alluniversities inBiharto
immediatelyrefundtheamount,
if not alreadydisbursed in terms
ofdirectionsissued",asindicated
byDirector,Education,Bihar,inits

affidavitonJune28,2022.
Thestategovernmenthadsaid

thatRs287crorehadbeenreim-
bursed to the students from
whomeducationand tuition fee
had been taken wrongly and
more students had to be reim-
bursedfeepaidtotheuniversities.
The court said: "Violation of

theordershalltantamounttocon-
tempt and humiliation of pro-
ceedingsforderecognitionof the
instituton(s)concerned.”
"...Weare constrained to take

noteofthesheerapathydisplayed
bythestate...Equally,wemaynote
thatcollegeanduniversityadmin-
istrationshaveshowcasedastrik-
ing lackof commitment towards
the duty they hold to their stu-
dentsandstate...," thecourtsaid.
ThepetitioneradvocatesDinu

Kunar and Ritika Rani told The
Indian Express:"Thematterwas
pendingforawhile.Butthecourt
hasnowsetadeadline.”

EDcalls him ‘direct beneficiary’
of Rs 1 cr, getsRaut’s custody

FormerMaharashtraCM
UddhavThackeraymeets
thefamilyofpartyMP
SanjayRaut (above), in
MumbaionMonday.

Residentshadhandedover
theirhomestotheMHADA
in2008forredevelopment
of theproject. VallabhOzarkar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST1

BEINGAnationalistparty,theBJP
will notdiscriminateagainst any
sectionof the society, Karnataka
ChiefMinisterBasavarajBommai
said in a hint that hemight visit
the homes of twoMuslimmen
murderedlastmonthinDakshina
Kannadaregion.
Bommai'sremarkscameafter

Opposition Congress and JD(S)
targettedhimfornotvisiting the
homes of Masood B and
MohammedFazil,eventhoughhe
metthefamilyofmurderedBJYM
leaderPraveenNettarulastweek.
Masood and Fazil'smurders

are suspected tobe linked to the
deep communal divide. “Ours is
a national party. Nationalism is
ourstand.Thereisnoquestionof
discrimination against anyone,''
Bommai said, indicating that he
mayvisitfamiliesoftheothervic-
tims. Bommai also claimed that

the anger against the state gov-
ernment among partyworkers
andthecadreofaffiliatedgroups
in Karnataka had begun to sub-
side since July 27,whenactivists
heckled party's state unit presi-
dent Nalin Kumar Kateel and
ministerSunilKumarKarkala.
“Asenseofconfidenceisbuild-

ingamongthemastheinvestiga-
tion progresses,” he said. “I am
confident that thepolicewillnab
thekillers.”KarnatakaPolicehave
arrested twopersons in connec-
tionwithNettaru'smurder and
hasdecidedtohandovertheprobe
to theNIA.OppositionCongress
and JD(S) have accused the
Bommaigovernmentofwashing
itshandsoff thecasebydeciding
tohandovertheprobetotheNIA.
Meanwhile, the Karnataka

ChiefMinisteronMondayvisited
AnjanadriHills,inKoppaldistrict,
considered the birthplace of
Hanuman, to oversee develop-
mentoftheregionasatouristdes-
tination.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, AUGUST1

STATINGTHAT“theBJPcan’tsur-
vive without power like a fish
can'twithoutwater”, Jharkhand
ChiefMinisterHemantSorenon
Monday said that the saffron
party's“nefariousintentions”to
topple his government have
failed.Hewasreferringtothear-
restofthreeCongressMLAswith
Rs 50 lakh cash inWest Bengal
onSaturday.
“Wesawanotherexampleof

BJP'shungerforpower...anddirty
politics.Thisisabigattackonour
country's democracy. Norwas I
unsettled by their acts earlier,
neither I am today,” Soren said
while addressing themedia on
Monday.
All three legislators Irfan

Ansari, Rajesh Kacchap, and
Naman Bixal Kongeri are in po-
licecustody.Acomplaintagainst
themwasalso lodged inRanchi
by a Congress MLA, Kumar
Jaimangal,whoclaimedthatthe
[the arrested MLAs] allegedly
promisedhimthattheywillalso
make him meet Assam CM
HimantaBiswaSarma.
Ranchi police registered a

zero FIR against the threeMLAs
onchargesof cheating, criminal
conspiracyandsedition,andun-
derthePreventionofCorruption
Act, and Representation of the
PeopleAct.
“The examples of the non-

BJP ruled states are in front of
you. Since the day the govern-
menthasbeenformedhere...we
hearevery24hoursthatthegov-
ernment is falling...If you see
their statements, their Twitter
accounts, Facebook posts, you
will know the conspiracy very
veryclearly,” Sorensaid.

Return fee of SC/ST,
women students: HC
to Patna universities EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

AHMEDABAD,AUGUST1

DELHICMandAAPnationalcon-
venor Arvind KejriwalMonday
announced“employmentguar-
antee” and unemployment al-
lowance forall joblessyouthsof
Gujarat if elected topower.
At a rally at Veraval in Gir

SomnathMonday,Kejriwalmade
an appeal to all unemployed
youthsofthestatenottotakeany
extremesteps ashewill provide
“jobstoall.”Inreferencetothere-
centsuicideofagovernmentjob
aspirantyouth—JayeshSarvaiyya
—inRajkot,hesaid,“Igottoknow
thata23-year-oldkidcommitted
suicide because hewas unem-
ployedandcouldn’t findanyjob.
Today,Ihavecometogiveaguar-
anteeforemployment.Youdon’t
have to commit suicide now.
Thereareelections inDecember
andonly fivemonthsare left; so,
pleasewaitforthetimebeingand
wewillgivejobstoeveryone.We

aregreatlyanguishedwhenever
ourchildrencommitsuicide.”
TheAAP leader,who isonhis

seventhtriptoGujaratsinceApril,
arrived at the Porbandar airport
foraday-longvisittoVeravaland
Rajkot.LastweekinSurat,hehad
promised300units of free elec-
tricitytoeachhousehold.
“Today, I have come here to

give aguaranteeof employment
on five aspects. First,within five

yearswewillgiveemploymentto
allGujaratyouth.Second,wewill
giveRs3,000monthlyallowance
till the youth doesn't get a job.
Third,wewill announce10 lakh
governmentjobvacancies.Fourth,
wewillbringaspeciallawagainst
paperleakssothatstrictactionis
taken against paper leakmafia.
Fifth,wewillmaketheprocessof
recruitment in cooperative soci-
etiestransparent,”Kejriwaladded.

DelhiCMArvindKejriwal inRajkot,Gujarat,Monday.Express

Job surety, Rs 3k for jobless in
Gujarat: Kejriwal’s new promise

BJP’s nefarious
designs to topple
my govt have
failed, says Soren

JharkhandCMHemantSoren

Case revives ‘dream home’ hope of ex-residents
PATRACHAWL:672TENANTSFIGHTTORECLAIMPROPERTY

DAKSHINAKANNADAKILLINGS

Bommai hints at visiting
homes of 2 other victims

PTI

NarendraVaskar

New Delhi
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Press Tender Notice - N.I.T No. 09 (2022-23)
S.No. Description of work Date of Uploading on

E-Procurement solution/
Tender ID/Pre-bid meeting

Estimated cost/Earnest
Money & Tender Fee

Last date of
submission of

tender

1. Augmentation/Up-gradation of various existing STPs
at Yamuna Vihar Ph-I (10 MGD) & III (25 MGD), Delhi
(Package-4) (Re-invited)

30-07-2022/-
2022_DJB_227087_1

/08.08.2022

20 Lakh deposit +
1.96Cr. in the from of

BG/1500-

30-08-2022 at
03.00 PM

For Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 270 (2022-23)

Sd/-(Bhushan Verma)
Exe. Engineer (SDW)-III

“STOP CORONA; WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAINING HAND HYGIENE”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI)
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (SDW) C/O

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(SDW)-III STP YAMUNAVIHAR,
WAZIRABAD ROAD DELHI-110053
Tele-22814128, Email: eesdw3.djb@nic.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
11550/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

GURUGRAM
UNIVERSITY
GURUGRAM

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

FABRICATION OF PARKING
SHED IN GUEST HOUSE,

PREPARING EXAMINATION
BRANCH IN BOYS HOSTEL &
SUPPLY & PLACING OF DUAL

SEATED DESK IN THE CAMPUS
OF GURUGRAM UNIVERSITY,

SECTOR-51, GURUGRAM

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

37.16 LACS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

TIME

02.08.2022
23.08.2022

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

NODAL OFFICER/CON-
TACT DETAILS/EMAIL

9416374943
ceguruuniv@gmail.com

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,AUGUST1

ATLEASTeightpeople,including
four patients, were killed and
fiveotherssufferedinjuriesafter
a fire broke out at a hospital in
Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur on
Monday.
TheblazestartedatNewLife

Multi-Speciality Hospital in
ChandalBhatalocalityataround
2pm,saidofficials.
FireofficerKushagraThakur

told The Indian Express that the
department received a call at
2.15pmandrushedfourfireen-
gines and around 40 personnel
to thespot.
“It appears that when the

hospitalauthoritiesswitchedon
thegeneratorafterapowerout-
age, there was voltage fluctua-
tion which resulted in sparks
andcaused the fire,”hesaid.
Thakur said the fire first en-

gulfed the pharmacy on the
groundfloorbeforespreadingto
the upper floors, blocking the
hospital’s entryandexitpoint.
“There were seven people

whowere rescued from inside
thehospitalbutallwerebrought
out in anunconcious statewith
major burn injuries. Theywere
foundinthecorridorsofthehos-
pital,” addedtheofficial.
JabalpurcollectorDrIlayaraja

Tsaidthatat thetimeof thefire,
therewerefewerthan25people
in the hospital — four patients,
their caregivers, and nine staff
membersincludingtwodoctors
whowere also running anOPD

ontheground floor.
Among the eight deadwere

four patients, three staffers and
onecaregiver. Ofthefiveinjured,
hesaid,twowereincriticalcon-
ditionandadmittedtotheICUof
thegovernmentmedicalcollege
in Jabalpur.
The collector said thehospi-

tal was registered in January
2021.
Accordingtoauthorities, the

hospitalhadappliedforaprovi-
sional NOC inMarch 2021. But
until December 2021, it hadnot
installed any static firefighting
installations such as smoke de-
tectors, hose pipes and water
tanks. It only had portable fire
extinguishers.
Afterthis,anoticewasissued

to the licensing authority of the
hospital in December 2021

about its failure in complying
with fire safetynorms.
The collector added that a

magisterial-levelinquiryintothe
incident has been ordered and
will beheadedbyanAdditional
DistrictMagistrate.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan has announced com-
pensation of Rs five lakh for the
deceased and Rs 50,000 for
thoseinjuredintheincident,of-
ficials said.

AMILBHATNAGAR
SHIMLA,AUGUST1

SEVEN TOURISTS from Punjab
drownedtodeathMondaywhen
six of them jumped into the
Gobind Sagar Lake inHimachal
Pradesh's Una district to save a
personfromtheirgroupwhohad
stepped into thewater body for
adipandlosthisbalance.
All seven bodies have been

fished out andwere being sent
for post-mortem, said officials,
adding that the victims were
partofagroupof11touristsfrom
Punjab'sMohali.
“Wereceived informationat

3.50pmthatsomepersonswent
missingwhilerescuingsomeone
fromthelake.Oneofthetourists
had gone inside and others
jumpedintothelaketosavehim.
Asaresult,allof themdrowned.
Immediatelyrescuediverswere
informed and officials reached
the spot. The bodies of the vic-
timshavebeenretrievedandthe
family members are being in-
formed,” said an official from
BangarPoliceStation.
As per officials, the victims

had traveled from Chandigarh
onMondaytopayvisit toatem-
ple inUna. They also decided to

visitGobindSagarLakeintheaf-
ternoon before returning the
sameevening.Someofthemde-
cided to venture into the lake.
Oneof thevictimswentcloseto
the lake shore and stepped in-
side, unaware of the water
body'sdepthandslipped.
The victim called for help as

hebegandrowning,saideye-wit-
nesses. Six of his fellow tourists
jumpedinoneafteranotherand
attempted tomake a chain by
holdinghands.Theylostbalance
and slipped into the lakewhere
they eventually drowned. The
otherfourmembersofthegroup
decidedagainstjumpingintothe
waterandhadevenwarnedoth-
ersagainstenteringthelake.
The victimshavebeen iden-

tified as Pawan Kumar (35),
Raman Kumar (19), Lal Singh
(18), Lakhvir Singh (16), Arun
Kumar (14), Vishal Kumar (18)
andShiva(15).Thedeceasedhail
fromBanurtowninMohali,said
officials. The bodies will be
handed over to the family after
thepost-mortem.
Sub-inspector Jagjit Singh,

SHO Banur police station, said
that four of the victims were
from one family. “We are still
awaitingmore details from our
Himachalcounterparts,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST1

ANNIA specialcourtinKochion
Mondaysentencedtwopersons
to seven years of rigorous im-
prisonment and another to six
years after they were found
guilty ina2005terrorcase.
Last week, the NIA court

foundthreepersonsguiltyinthe
Kalamassery bus burning case,
wheretheaccusedtorchedabus
in 2005, demanding People’s
Democratic Party chairman
AbdulNasserMahdani’srelease,
whowas then an undertrial in
the1998Coimbatoreblast case.
The state police had probed

the case initially, but NIA took
over after the formation of the
agency.
Oneoftheconvictedpersons

issuspectedLashar-e-Toibamil-
itant TadiyantavideNazir, a for-
mercloseaideofMahdani,who
hadbeeninvolvedinseveralter-
rorcasesinKeralaandelsewhere.
The court sentenced Nazir

andanotheraccusedSabirBuhari
tosevenyearsofrigorousimpris-
onment,while another accused
Thajudeenwas awarded a six-
year term.Nazir also had to pay
afineofRs1.75 lakh.
TheNIAchargesheetsaidthe

accused persons had entered
intoacriminalconspiracyinthe
firstweekofSeptember2005to
wagewarandstriketerrorinre-
taliationtothecontinueddeten-
tion of Mahdani. The NIA had
charge sheeted 14 persons in
2010. One of the accused,
Muhammed Sabir, a native of
Kannur, is still absconding.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
HYDERABAD,AUGUST1

TELUGU DESAM Party (TDP)
founder and former Andhra
Pradesh CM N T Rama Rao’s
daughter K UmaMaheshwari,
60,wasfounddeadatherJubilee
Hills residenceonMonday.
She was unwell for several

months. Police officials said it
wasacaseofsuicide.Shewasthe
youngest of NTR’s children and
his fourthdaughter.
Familymembers told police

thatMaheshwari'sdaughterand
son-in-lawandhusbandwereat
home,andtheyhadbreakfastat
10 am. “She then gave instruc-
tionstothecooktopreparelunch
forherdaughterandson-in-law,
and then went to her room.

When she
did not
come out at
12.30 pm,
they
knocked at
thedoorand
wereable to
break it
openby1.30
pm only to
find her

dead,” theytoldthepolice.
They called the police and

then informed her brother
NandamuriBalakrishnaandfor-
merCMNChandrababuNaidu.
Naidu and his wife

Bhuvaneswari, Maheshwari's
sister,andotherfamilymembers
rushed to her residence after
coming to know about her
demise.

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

THE INDIAN Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)will under-
take the maiden flight of its
newlydevelopedSmallSatellite
LaunchVehicle(SSLV)onAugust
7, ahead of Independence Day
celebration.
“The launch of the SSLV-

D1/EOS-02Missionisscheduled
for Sunday, August 7, 2022, at
9:18 am (IST) from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC),
Sriharikota,” the space agency
saidonTwitter.
This is significant given that

India was set to celebrate 75th
IndependenceDaywiththefirst
human spaceflight, as per the
deadline set by PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi in his speech
from the ramparts of the Red
FortonIndependenceday,2018.
The work on Gaganyaan

mission,country’s firstmanned
flight tospace,wasdelayeddue
to the pandemic, with the first
abort test scheduled for later
this year, to demonstrate the
crew escape system to be used
in case of an emergency mid-
flight.
The SSLV mission too was

delayedbyacoupleofyearsdue
to the pandemic. Experts be-
lieved that this could hamper
the economic prospects of the
spaceagencyintheglobalspace
marketas thenewlaunchvehi-
cle has been designed keeping
inmindcommercial launchesof
small satellites with a quick
turn-around time for the mis-

sions.
Onitsfirstflight,theSSLVwill

carry one of India’s Earth
ObservationSatellites–EOS-2–
that will have applications in
mappinganddevelopingvarious
GISapplications.
It will carry a mid-wave-

length infrared camera and a
long-wavelength infrared cam-
erawitharesolutionof6metres.
The satellite, weighing 142 kg,
will have a mission life of ten
months.
“The SSLV launch was long

overdue. Itwill shift the burden
of commercial launches from
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicles
(PSLV). And, will likely offer
cheap, quick launch for small
satellites. ISRO should have the
wherewithal to do that, espe-
ciallynowthatspacestartupsare
being encouraged,” said Ajey
Lele, senior fellow atManohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence
StudiesandAnalyses.
In its maiden flight itself,

SSLVwillalsocarrytheAzadiSat,
asatellitedevelopedby750rural
students from across the coun-
try coordinated by SpaceKidz
India, a spacestart-up.
The satellitewas shipped to

SriharikotaonMonday,readyfor
integrationwith the launch ve-
hicle.
Primarilydesignedasacom-

mercialvehicle,theSSLVislikely
to cost a fourth of the current
PSLV. Itcanalsobeassembledby
a team of six people within
seven days in comparison to a
team of 600 peoplewho take a
coupleofmonths toassemble a
PSLV.

Fluctuation in
voltage triggered
blaze:official

4PATIENTSAMONGTHOSEKILLED

8dead, 5 injured inMP hospital fire

Policeandfireofficials
inspect theguttedbuilding
of LifeMultispeciality
HospitalatDamohNaka, in
JabalpuronMonday; (right)
smokebillowsout fromthe
hospitalearlier intheday.
PTI

ANJALIMARAR
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST1

FOR THE third consecutive
month this monsoon, rainfall
over the country is expected to
be normal, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD)saidonMonday.
Moreover, cumulative rain-

fallinAugustandSeptemberwill
also be normal over India.
Quantitatively,rainfallwillrange
between 94and106percentof
theLongPeriodAverage.
Normal or above rainfall is

forecast over Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi-Chandigarh,
Jammu and Kashmir and Uttar
Pradesh. But Maharashtra,
coastal Karnataka, Goa, Kerala,

Odisha, Jharkhand, Bihar,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram
and Tripura will receive below
normal rainfall in August, said
Mohapatra.
“UttarPradesh,Jharkhandand

areasalongGangeticWestBengal
willreceivesomegoodrainspells
duringAugust.Itwillmakeupfor
the rainfall deficit that has been
prevailing since June this year,”
saidMrutyunjayMohapatra, di-
rectorgeneralof IMD.
Themonsoontrough,which

presently lies to the north of its
normalposition,will start shift-
ing southwards fromAugust 5.
"This will revive rainfall over
centralIndia,"addedMohapatra.
The rainfall in July this year

has been unique in multiple
ways. This is the first time since
2005 when the country's July
rainfall endedwith 17 per cent
surplus. With 42 per cent sur-

plusrain, July thisyearwascen-
tral India'swettest since1992.
In stark contrast, east and

northeastIndiawitnessed44per
centrainfalldeficit,makingitthe
driestJulyin102years,saidIMD
officials.
Such vast rainfall variation

wasattributedtotheprolonged
stay of themonsoon trough to
the south of its normal position
and the formation of four low-
pressure systems resulting in a
total of 21 low-pressure days
against a normal of three low-
pressuresystemsand14associ-
ateddays in July.
This ledto localised flooding

in Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan,whereasdryweather
continuedformajoritydaysover
Bihar,UttarPradesh, Jharkhand,
West Bengal and some areas of
northeast India regions, ex-
plained IMDofficials.

Normal rainfall over country in
August and September, says IMD

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,AUGUST1

EVENAStheBJPhasclaimedthat
nootherpoliticalpartycanmatch
its organisational strength and
growth,ithasmadeitclearthatit
wouldcontestthe2024LokSabha
and2025Assembly elections in
Biharwith its allies “under the
leadershipofPMNarendraModi”.
Themessage came out of a

two-day (July30-31) jointmeet-
ingofallsevenwingsof theBJP–
of farmers,women,youth,OBCs,
EBCs, SCsandSTs– the first such
meetinganywhereinthecountry.
Themeeting, attended by over
700delegatesacrossthecountry,
was addressed by BJP national
president J P Nadda andUnion
HomeMinisterAmitShah,among
othertopleadersof theparty.
SpeakingonSaturday,Nadda

referred to theBJP as a “national
partywith regional aspirations”
andsaidnootherpartywasany-
whereclosetoitintermsoforgan-
isationalstren-gthandgrowth.
The sameday, JD(U)national

president Rajiv
Ranjan Singh
aliasLalanSingh
saidthatthe“BJP
could prepare
for 243 seats
rather than200
seats and the
JD(U)couldalso
do the same as
all parties are
free to
strengthentheir
base”.Ofthe243
seatsintheBihar
Assembly, the
BJP contested

110seatsandwon74inthe2020
electionwhiletheJD(U)contested
115 andwon 43. Smaller allies
HAM(S) and VIP fought on the
otherseats.
Just as the comments by

NaddaandLalanSingh triggered
talk of whether the uneasy al-
liancepartnerswerepreparingto
go theirownways, cameastate-
ment fromBJP national general
secretaryArunSinghthat served
toputalidonthespeculation.
Speaking to the media on

Sunday, Singh, quoting Amit
Shah’s statement, said the BJP
wouldcontestthe2024LokSabha
and2025Assemblypollswithits
allies,JD(U),HAM(S)andNational
Lok Janshakti Party...Wehave to
firstensurethatwewinthemax-
imumnumberofseatsinBiharto
makeNarendraModiPMagain.”
Ofthe40LokSabhaseatsinBihar,
theNDA,ofwhich theRamVilas
Paswan-led LJPwas a part, had
won39 seatswith the BJPwin-
ning all the 17 seats it contested
andtheJD(U)winning16.
SeveralMLAswho attended

internal sessions of the two-day
meetsaidthepartydiddiscussthe
“indispensabilityofNitishKumar
in the NDA alliance”. BJP also
talkedabout“mutualtrustandre-
spect” between the twoalliance
partners.
Asourcealsosaidthemeeting

tooknote of the fact that theBJP
had failed to find a leader in the
state tomatch Nitish's stature.
“While discussingNitish, Amit
Shah asked party leaders in the
core committeemeeting to raise
theirhandsiftheyareinfavourof
continuingwithNitish's leader-
ship for the NDA. Almost all of
themraisedtheirhands.”
Nadda reportedly expressed

hisregretthattheBJPhadfailedto
giveBiharatallleaderoverthelast
twodecades. Adelegatewhoat-
tended themeeting said, "The
messagewasveryclear--tokeep
expanding and energising the
partybutnotdoanythingthatdis-
turbs the 'winning' BJP-JD(U)
combination. All wings of the
partywere told to go up to the
boothlevel.”

At BJP meeting in Bihar, grudging
realisation: Can’t do without Nitish

ISRO’s newly developed
SSLV to undertake its
maiden flight on Aug 7

UnionHomeMinisterAmitShahandBJPchief JPNadda in
PatnaonSunday.PTI
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Kerala: two men
given seven-year
jail term, six
years for third

Six from Punjab die
while trying to save
drowning friend

HIMACHALPRADESH

NTR’s daughter found
dead; suicide suspected

KUma
Maheshwari

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST1

THEPUNJABandHaryanaHCon
Monday disposed of a petition
challenging the appointment
ofAAP leader and Rajya Sabha
MPRaghavChadhaasthechair-
man of a temporary advisory
panelformedbythePunjabgov-
ernment and directed the state
to decide on a representation
filedearlier in this regard.
The division bench of Chief

JusticeandJusticeArunPalliwas
hearing a PIL filed by advocate
Jagmohan Bhatti. A detailed
judgment in thematterwasyet
tobereleasedby thecourt.
BhattifiledthePILtermingthe

moveof thePunjabgovernment
toappointChadhaaschairmanof
atemporaryadvisorypanel“ille-
gal,” “arbitrary”, and “inexercise
of non-existent laws of the cen-
tral and state governments”. He
contendedthattheappointment
ofChadha,aRajyaSabhaMPand
an “outsider not being a part of
the stateAssembly”, in aminis-
ter rankwas in violation of the
Constitution.

HC junks plea
against Chadha’s
appointment to
Punjab panel

Kolkata:At least10peoplewere
killed and several others in-
jured after a pick-up van ferry-
ing passengers was electro-
cutedonSundaynight inCooch
Behar. The incident took place
aroundmidnight, police said.
“The incident took place at

DharlaBridgeunderMekhliganj
police station limits. A pick-up
van on its way to Jalpesh was
electrocuted. Preliminary in-

quiry reveals itmight be due to
faulty wiring of a generator
(musicsystem)setupintheve-
hicle,” ASP Matabhanga Amit
Varmasaid.
According to the police,

there were a total 27 passen-
gers,10ofwhomweredeclared
dead on arrival by doctors at a
nearbyhospital. Oneperson is
critical and16were referred to
a Jalpaiguri hospital.

10 electrocuted in West Bengal

New Delhi
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Whereas, The undersigned being theAuthorized Officer of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets& Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 read with the Security Interest( Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned against each
account calling upon the respective borrower/s to repay the amount asmentioned against each accountwithin 60 days from the date of notice/(s) / date of receipt of the said notice (s).
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred to him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on this
27thdayof July, 2022.
The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Punjab
National Bank for the amounts and interest thereon.

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

Sr.
No.

1. Mr.Omkar Nath Tiwary
S /o -Radha Mohan
Tiwary,Mr. Dilip Kumar
Tiwa ry S /o -Radha
Mohan Tiwary and Mr.
Radha Mohan Tiwary
S/o- Lt. KeshoTiwary

All that part and parcel of the property situated at:
Mauza- Dalpatpur (Chandwa), Ara, Thana no-
235, PS- Ara Nawada, Anchal- Ara, Nagar Nigam
ward no- 14, Distt- Bhojpur, Khata no.- 31, Plot
no.- 12.Area- 4 katha = 12.498 decimals.
Boundary:-North- Ara Buxar Main Road,South-
Sri Yadav,East- Bimlesh Tiwari,West- 14 Feet
Rasta

CIRCLE SASTRAARRAH, 1st Floor, Mahuli Kothi, Near Peer Baba More, Arrah- 802301,Email:-cs8187@pnb.co.in

3.

( A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Md. Aqueel Jawed Khan
Authorized Officer

Punjab National Bank
Secured Creditor

Date: 27/07/2022

Place: Arrah, Bhojpur

4.

Name of
the

Branch

Name of
the account

Name of the
Borrower

(Owner of the
Property)

Description of the Property Mortgaged Date of
Demand
Notice

Date of
affixture of
Possession
Notice

Amount
Outstanding
as on the date

of Demand Notice

Name of
Authorized

Officer

Shahpur
(089900)

M/s Maa Aranya
Industries.

18.04.2022 27.07.2022 Rs.66,50,863.67/-
(Rupees Sixty Six

Lakh Fifty Thousand
Eight Hundred Sixty
Three and paisa Sixty

Seven only)
as on 29.03.2022.

Md. Aqueel
Jawed
Khan.

2. All that part and parcel of the property situated at-
Mauza- Sanadiyan Thana- Ara Muffasil, Anchal-
Ara, District- Bhojpur, Thana No 241, S Khata No
15, SKhesraNo1394,Area-10Dhur.
Boundary- North- Rasta,South-Baban Yadav
wagairah, East-Anwarul Haque, West- Nij haq
Aka digar baidar.

Arrah
(159920)

Md. Imteyaz 20.04.2022 27.07.2022 Rs.7,00,287.39/-
(Rupees Seven Lakh
Two Hundred Eighty

Seven and Paisa Thirty
Nine Only) as on

31.03.2022

Md. Aqueel
Jawed
Khan.

Md. Imteyaz

Arrah
(159920)

Mr. Bimal Yadav
and

Smt. Hira Devi.

20.04.2022 27.07.2022 Rs.8,62,298.45/-
(Rupees Eight Lakh
Sixty Two Thousand
Two Hundred Ninety
Eight and Forty Five

Paisa Only) as
on 31.03.2022.

Md. Aqueel
Jawed
Khan.

Mr. Bimal Yadav All that part and parcel of the property situated at:
Mauza- Kasbey Ara, Mohalla- Shree Tola, PS-
Ara Thana- 237, Ward No 18 (old), Nagar Nigam
ward No-36, Old Khata No 2327, New Khata No
412, Plot No 10918 (old), 10795 Part, New Plot
No 503,Area-11 Dhur (0.55 Katha/ 1.718
decimal),Bounded:-North- Naali, South- Ram
Jatan Yadav,East- Sunaina devi,West- Buddhu
Yadav

Gausganj
(745500)

Mrs. Dharmshilla
Devi
and

Sh. Shankar
Singh

21.04.2022 27.07.2022 Rs.9,08,630/-
(Rupees Nine Lakh
Eight Thousand

Six Hundred Thirty
Only) as

on 10.05.2021.

Md. Aqueel
Jawed
Khan.

Mrs. Dharamshilla
Devi

All that part and parcel of the property situated at-
Mauza-Singahi Balihar, Thana No-247, Old Ward
No -30, Old Khata No 90, new Khata No 631, Old
Plot no- 188 part, New Plot no-1221, Nagar
Nigam ward No- 27, PS- Ara, town, Anchal- Ara,
District-Bhojpur, Area- 01 katha.Boundary-
North- 10ft Pvt Rasta,South-Nij mokir, East-08
feet PvtRasta,West-Md. Badud

The borrower's/Guarantor's/mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of the Act in respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

Whereas, The undersigned being theAuthorized Officer of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets& Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 read with the Security Interest( Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned against each
account calling upon the respective borrower/s to repay the amount asmentioned against each accountwithin 60 days from the date of notice/(s) / date of receipt of the said notice (s).
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred to him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on this
28thdayof July, 2022.
The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Punjab
National Bank for the amounts and interest thereon.

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

Sr.
No.

1. SmtKailashi devi. All that part and parcel of the property situated at,
Mauza- Bhabhua, Thana No-491, Old Ward No-
06, New Ward No-25, Khata No 45, Plot No 464,
District – Kaimur. Area- 03 decimal.Bounded by:
North- Parti land of Ram Avtar Haluai, South-
Gurfekan Sah,East- 6 Feet Wide Gali,West- 6
FeetWideGali

CIRCLE SASTRAARRAH, 1st Floor, Mahuli Kothi, Near Peer Baba More, Arrah- 802301,Email:-cs8187@pnb.co.in
( A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Shri S C Lenka
Authorized Officer

Punjab National Bank
Date: 28/07/2022
Place: Kaimur

Name of
the

Branch

Name of
the account

Name of the
Borrower

(Owner of the
Property)

Description of the Property Mortgaged Date of
Demand
Notice

Date of
affixture of
Possession
Notice

Amount
Outstanding
as on the date

of Demand Notice

Name of
Authorized

Officer

Mokari
(114000)

M/s Khusi Mini
Rice Mill.

23.03.2022 28.07.2022 Rs.23,16,861.50
(Rupees Twenty-Three
Lakh Sixteen Thousand
Eight Hundred Sixty-One
and Paisa Fifty Only)
as on 19.02.2022

S C Lenka.

2. All that part and parcel of the property situated at:
Mauza- Kurasan,Thana No.-355,Thana +
Anchal- Bhabua, Distt: Kaimur (Bhabua), Khata
no- 40, Plot No- 2686, Area- 15 decimals.
Bounded: North- Ramvriksh Singh & Aniruddh
Singh,South- SudamaSinghPlot 2687,
East- Nahar,West-MotiAar.

Mokari
(114000)

Om Prakash
Singh

08.04.2022 28.07.2022 Rs. 11,89,403.42
(Rupees Eleven lakhs
eighty nine thousand
four hundred three &
paisa forty two only)
as on 01.03.2022.

Om Prakash Singh

The borrower's/Guarantor's/mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of the Act in respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

S C Lenka.

Whereas,
The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab National Bank, Circle SASTRA
Ara,1st Floor, Mahuli Kothi, Near Peer Baba More, Ara-802301 under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,2002 and in
exercise of Powers conferred under Section 13 read with rule 3 of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules.2002,issued a demand notice dated 22.06.2021 calling upon the
Borrower M/s.Sai Pooja Store, Smt.Pooja Jaiswal (Prop of M/s Sai Pooja Store) W/o
Sh.Ganesh Prasad Jaiswal, Sh.Ganesh Prasad Jaiwal S/o Sh. Ram Ji Prasad Jaiswal
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.68,33,798.03(Rupees Sixty Eight
Lakhs Thirty Three Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety Eight and Paisa Three Only) and
interest there onwithin 60 days from the date of notice/date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read
withRule 8 of the saidRules on this28thdayof July,2022.
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Punjab
National Bank for an amount of Rs.75,05,137.21 (Rupees Seventy Five Lakhs Five
Thousand One Hundred Thirty Seven and Paisa Twenty One Only) as on 30.06.2022
alongwith future interest and expenses from01.07.2022 until payment in full.
The Borrower’s/Guarantor’s/Mortgagor’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-
section (8) of section 13 of the Act in respect to time available to redeem the secured
assets.

All that part and parcel of the property situated at,Mauza and Thana No.-131,PS-
Mohania,Khata no.645,Ward no.12,Plot No.338/2308,336,Distt.-Kaimur,Total Area-10
Decimals(3 Decimal + 7 Decimal),Mortgaged by Sh.Ganesh Prasad Jaiswal S/o Sh.
Ram Ji Prasad Jaiswal, Boundary:- North-Sarvajeet Upadhyay, South-G.T Road, East-
GuptNath,West- Ramker for eachPlot.

Date : 28/07/2022
Place : Kaimur

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST1

THE KERALA government on
Mondaytransferred IASofficer
Sriram Venkitaraman as dis-
trict collector and executive
magistrate of Alappuzha, ap-
parently under pressure from
protesting organisations.
Venkitaraman, who was

made general manager of the
State Civil Supplies
Corporation,willbereplacedas
new district collector by V R
Krishna Teja.
Venkitaraman,whohad al-

legedly caused the death of a
journalist in a case of drink
driving in 2019, was made the
district collector lastweek.His
appointment had sparked
widespread protests fromvar-
ious Muslim organisations in

Kerala, particularly the pro-
CPI(M) Sunni Muslim sect led
by prominent scholar
Kanthapuram A P Aboobacker
Musaliyar.
The deceased, K M

Basheer,was the bureau chief
of 'Siraj daily', a mouthpiece
of AP SunniMuslims inKerala.
Last Saturday, various organ-
isations from the minority
community had staged a
protest march to the State
Secretariat and all district col-
lectorates, demanding that
Venkitaraman be removed as
Alappuzha district collector.
The Alappuzha unit of op-

positionCongresshaddecided
to boycott Venkitaraman,who
is facing trial in the 2019 road
accident inwhichBasheerwas
killed.
Following the accident, the

IASofficerwas suspended, but
was reinstated inMarch 2020.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,AUGUST1

AMINORgirlallegedlykilledher
9-year-oldniecewithaswordin
the early hours of Monday in
Dungarpurdistrictduringareli-
giousceremony, saidpolice.
Accordingtopolice, the inci-

dent tookplacearound3amon
Monday,whenthegirlpickedup
aswordandstartedthreatening
her familymembers.
“The 15-year-old accused

had recently appeared in her
Class 10 examinations and had
comehome fromhostel. A puja
of DashaMatawas going on in
herhouse for thepast fewdays.
Prima facie, it appears that the
familymembersweredoingthe
puja in the early hours of
Mondaywhenthegirlpickedup
a sword and scared them all
away,” said Govind Singh, SHO,
Chitaripolicestation,Dungarpur.
“While the familymembers

left the house, her 9-year-old
niecewasleftbehind.Around4-
5amwhenthefamilymembers
returned, they found that she
had killed the niece with the

sword,” saidSHOSingh.
Policesaiditappearsthatthe

accusedgirlhadnoteatenforthe
past severaldays.
“Women in Dungarpur of-

ten fast for the Dasha Mata
puja,which isdone towish the
well-beingof thehome.Theac-
cused girl was also fasting for
3-4 days. It is possible that she
developedsomepsychological
condition and not eating food
had a role to play in it. Even
now, she is not behaving nor-
mally,” said Sagwara Circle
OfficerNarpat Singh.
Accordingtopolice, thefam-

ilyhassaidthegirlwasbehaving
unusually for thepast fewdays.
“Thegirl,whoisfromthesched-
uledtribecommunity,hasbeen
hospitalised andmedical tests
will be conducted to determine
herconditionandtheexactrea-
son for thecrime,” saidSingh.

Kerala: IAS officer
facing trial in mishap
case transferred

Rajasthan: Minor girl kills
9-yr-old niece with sword

Budaun: Some
Kanwariyaswere
injuredafter they
were allegedly
beaten up by the
membersofapar-
ticular commu-
nity in Uttar
Pradeshdistricton
Monday, police
said. Kanwariyas
were returning
fromBareilly,they
said, adding that
as they reached
Dungopur village
intheevening,the
membersofapar-
ticular commu-
nity objected to
music being
playedon speak-
ers. Anargument
broke out be-
tween the two
groups and then
Kanwariyaswere
beaten upby the
mob, police said,
addingthatanFIR
hasbeenfiled.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST1

SAMPLESTAKENfroma22-year-
old man who died in Kerala’s
Thrissur district lastweek have
testedpositiveformonkeypox,of-
ficials saidMonday, confirming
the firstdeathduetothevirus.
Afteraninitialconfirmationby

its Kerala unit, the National
Institute of Virology-Pune
Mondayconfirmedtheyouthhad
died after contracting the virus,
healthdepartmentofficialssaid.
The22-year-oldmandiedat

aprivatehospital in Thrissur on
Saturday, over a week after he
hadreturned fromtheUAE.
On Sunday, HealthMinister

VeenaGeorgesaidtheyouthhad
testedpositiveformonkeypoxin
theUAE itself. The government
hadalsoorderedaprobeintothe
circumstances that led to delay
inreportingthetestresulttothe
healthdepartment. Theyouth’s
family, it is learnt,had informed
thehospitalwherehehadbeen
admittedwithsymptomsofen-
cephalitisandfatigueofhisUAE
test resultonlyonSaturday.

Monkeypox
death: Kerala
man’s samples
confirm virus

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

DAYSAFTERa22-year-oldKerala
manmonkeypoxpatientdied,the
Indian government has reached
out to authorities in theUnited
ArabEmirates(UAE)toknowhow
hecouldboardaflighttoIndiade-
spitehavingdeclaredpositivefor
the infection. The man, as per
sources,boardedaflighttoKerala
on July 22 after even as hewas
positiveintheUAEitself.
“Wehave reachedout to the

officials in that country [UAE] to
seewhythemanwasallowedto
board a flight despite having
tested positive formonkeypox.
We are stringently screening
everyone at our airports andwe
expectthesamefromothercoun-
tries as well,” an official in the
knowofthemattersaid.
The official added, “Wehave

also been sensitising people
about the infection, yet the pa-
tientdidnot immediatelyreport
to a health facility even after
reachingKerala. Thepersonwas
outandaboutforfivedaysbefore
seeking care at a health facility
whenhissymptomsworsened.”
AsamplewassenttotheNational
InstituteofVirology,Pune,bythe
hospitalwhere the 22-year-old
wasadmitted.Hetestedpositive
formonkeypoxagain.
This is thefirstdeath linkedto

monkeypox infection in India.
Kerala Health Minister Veena
George said since thepersondid
nothavethetypical symptomsof
monkeypox,eventhoughhetested
positive for the infection, ahigh-
level probewill be conducted to
determinethecauseofdeath.
Sofar,sixcasesofmonkeypox

have been recorded across the
country, includingaNigerianna-
tional livinginDelhitestingposi-
tive on Monday. The Nigerian
who was admitted to Delhi’s
nodal Lok Nayak Hospital on
Sunday,doesn'thavehistoryofin-
ternationaltravel inlast21days.
The Centre has set up a task

force headed by NITI Aayog
member (health) Dr VK Paul to
keep an eye on themonkeypox
situation in the country. The
committee, besidesmonitoring
the situation, has been tasked
with developing indigenous di-
agnostickits for the infection.
According to sources, though

the committee is also looking at
vaccinedevelopment–theIndian
Council ofMedical Research re-
centlygaveacalltocollaboratefor
monkeypox vaccine develop-
ment–atpresent,thereisneither
a neednor the scientific data to
backvaccinationevenamongthe
high-riskgroups.Thegovernment
will also encourage research on
topicssuchasmodesoftransmis-
sionorwhetherthesmallpoxvac-
cineadministeredaspartoferad-
ication drive 40 years ago can
protectagainstthemonkeypox,a
virusfromthesimilarfamily.

Rajasthan
reports first
suspected case
Jaipur: Rajasthan has re-
ported its first suspected
case of monkeypox. A 20-
year-old,exhibitingsymp-
toms of the disease, has
beenadmittedtoagovern-
menthospitalinJaipurand
hissampleshavebeensent
to theNational Instituteof
Virology in Pune, Dr Ajit
Singh, Superintendent of
Rajasthan University of
Health Sciences, said on
Monday.Theyouthwasre-
ferred from Kishangarh
late on Sunday. He has
been kept under observa-
tion in the special ward
created for monkeypox
cases,hesaid.Theyouth is
sufferingfromfeverforthe
last four days and has
rashes on his body, Dr
Singhadded. PTI

Satyendra
Prakashtakes
overasPIBD-G
NewDelhi: Senior Indian
Information Service offi-
cerSatyendraPrakashon
Mondayassumedcharge
as the head of the Press
InformationBureau(PIB)
andprincipal spokesper-
son for the Government
of India on Monday. A
1988-batch IIS officer,
Prakashwastheprincipal
DG, Central Bureau of
Communication, before
being appointed as the
PrincipalDirectorGeneral
of the PIB. He has repre-
sentedtheCentreonvar-
iousnationalandinterna-
tional fora such as the
UNESCO,UNICEFandthe
UNDP. ENS

BRIEFLY

KERALA

Mancatches
brotherwhofell
fromterrace
Malappuram:Amanhada
miraculous escapewhen
hefell,headfirst, fromthe
terraceof his houseashis
elder brother caught him
before the former hit the
ground.Neitherofthesib-
lingswere injured in the
incident. CCTV visuals of
the incident,whichwent
viral and telecast on sev-
eralTVchannels,showthe
elderbrothersprayingwa-
ter onto the terrace via a
hosewhile the younger
one — not visible in the
videoinitially—iscleaning
it. Visuals show the
younger brother coming
down,theelderonecatch-
inghimandbothtumbling
downonto the tiled sur-
face at the front of their
house. Both brothers ap-
pearedunhurt inthe inci-
dent that occurred on
Sunday. PTI

UTTARPRADESH

Govtplans
emergency
medicalcare
Lucknow: Government is
planningtoputinplacean
emergencymedical care
system on the lines of
Covid command centre
andexistingpolice emer-
gency system. Itwill have
itsownintegratedtrauma
and emergency system
withacallcentreandcom-
mandcentre inplace,and
the facility for “live emer-
gencymonitoringsystem”.
Also, emergencymedical
andtraumacarewouldbe
provided free of cost for
thefirst48hours.Theben-
efit will be provided
through 35 government
medicalcollegesandinsti-
tutions in state, and the
planistoinvolveabout30
privatemedical colleges
in laterphases.ENS

SatyendraPrakash

KANWARIYAS
‘BEATENUP’
IN BUDAUN

LDFgovt’sdecision followsprotests

MONKEYPOXDEATH

Yasin Malik discontinues hunger strike for 2 months
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

KASHMIRI SEPARATIST leader
Yasin Malik discontinued his
fasting onMondy evening after
he was told that his
demands/concerns have been
sent to seniorauthorities.
Malikhasdeferredhishunger

strikeforaperiodoftwomonths
attherequestofDirectorGeneral
(DG) Prisons SandeepGoel. “On
myrequest,Malikhaddiscontin-
ued his fasting andwill be hav- ingregularmeals,” saidGoel

He began a hunger strike on
July22 aftertheCentredidn’tre-
spond to his plea that he be al-
lowed to appear physically at
Jammucourt for thehearing.
Malik was admitted to the

RMLhospitalsometimebackaf-
ter a fluctuation in blood pres-
sure and late returned to Tihar
Jail where he allegedly refused
to eat anything andwas put on
IV fluid. Sources saidMalik also
wrotetothedoctorsthathedid-
n’twanttobetreated.Heisserv-
ing a life sentence in an alleged
terror fundingcase.

Malik,headoftheJammuand
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF)
was arrestedby theNIA in2019.
Malikwasinthemedicalinvesti-
gation room in Tiharwhere he
wasbeingregisteredIVfluids.
A fewmonths ago, alleged

conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar, too,wentona
hungerstriketwice,demanding
thathebeallowedtoseehiswife
Leena Maria Paul, who is also
lodged at Tihar jail, more often.
Chandrashekhar was on intra-
venousfluidorglucosebut later
heendedhishunger strike.

Malikwas inthemedical
investigationroominTihar

Accordingtopolice, the
familysaidthegirlwas
behavingunusually for
thepast fewdays

Centre contacts UAE
to knowhowpatient
took flight to Kerala

New Delhi
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NO CHEERS FOR DELHI
Rollingbacknewliquorpolicy, reverting tooldregimewhere

governmentdominatessaleof liquor, isabad idea

THEDELHIGOVERNMENT’S flip-flops on liquor are detrimental to thepolicy
credibilityofthegovernment.In2020,thegovernmentproposedanewliquor
policyandbyNovember2021,itcameintoeffect.Onthefaceof it,thenewpol-
icymadea lot of sense. It took thegovernmentout of thebusiness of selling

liquor and opened up space for private sector vendors to provide this service. Selling
liquorisnotastrategicenterpriseandshouldideallybedominatedbyprivatesectorplay-
ers.Accordingtothegovernment, this reformwasaimedatendingthe liquormafiaand
blackmarketingapartfromincreasinggovernmentrevenuesandimprovingcustomerex-
perience.Thenewpolicyalsoprovidedgreater flexibility toprivatevendors toofferdis-
counts andcompete in themarket to attract customers. Reportedly, this newpolicy led
to thegovernment’s revenue increasingby27percent.
Thestoryseemedtoturnsour,however,whentheEconomicOffencesWingofDelhi

Police started investigating allegations of irregularities and corruption in the disbursal
of liquor licenses. Itwasalleged that theDelhi governmentgaveout “illegal” licences to
companiesthatviolatedthetermsandconditionsoftheexcisepolicy.ManishSisodia,the
minister incharge,wasaccusedof implementingthispolicywithouttheapprovalof the
LieutenantGovernorofDelhi,andprovidingwaiversandunduebenefitstonewlicensees.
The Delhi government, it was alleged, had revised the rates of foreign liquor (making
themcheaper)andremovedthelevyof importpass feeof?50percaseofbeer,andsuch
decisions, itwas said, resulted ina lossof revenue to the stateexchequer.As the investi-
gations began, theDelhi government, in anunwise and knee-jerk reaction, overturned
itspolicyandrolledbacktotheoldregimewherethegovernmentusedtodominatethe
saleof liquor.
This has not just inconvenienced customers but also left the private vendors high

anddry.Thereare, atpresent, 468privatevendors inDelhi—eachemployinganarray
ofworkerssuchassalesmen,sanitationstaff, securityguardsandmanagers.Asummary
policy reversal means all of themwill lose their jobs for no fault of their own. Those
who are lucky enough tomigrate to a government outletwill likely see a sharpmark
downintheir salaries.This isapart fromthe loss toentrepreneurswhospentupwards
of Rs 250 crore to acquire the licence of a zonal vendor, which does not include the
nearlyRs25crorethat itcouldtaketosetuptheactualshop.Thisraises twoquestions:
Who pays for these losses?Whywould anyone invest in a state where government
policycanchangeovernight?Theseare importantquestions that thegovernmentcan
ill afford to ignore.

NO, MINISTER
PunjabMinisterJouramajra’shumiliationofaV-Csays

unflatteringthingsaboutAAPgovernment’sshowtrialpolitics

PUNJABHEALTHMINISTERChetanSinghJouramajra'sconcernover thecrum-
blingpublichealthinfrastructureinthestate—asinsomuchof thecountry—
isunexceptionable.But themanner inwhichhehumiliatedavice-chancellor
andseniordoctor, infullpublicview,isdisturbing. It isalsoofapiecewithhow

thenewlyelectedAamAadmiParty(AAP)government inPunjabappearstobedefining
itsrelationshipwithofficials itneedstoworkwith.Thereisaneedforsystemicaccount-
ability.Butthepoliticsofphoto-opsdoesnotservethatpurpose.Itonlyplacesgreaterhur-
dles in thewayof sustainable reform.
On Friday, Jouramajra forced Dr Raj Bahadur to lie down on a damagedmattress in

front of hospital staff and patients— the incident captured on video— at GuruGobind
SinghMedical College in Faridkot. In addition to beingV-Cof the institute, Bahadur is a
distinguishedandrespectedsurgeon.Hehasresignedfromhispost,citing“humiliation”
at thehands of theminister. After theuproar that followed—Opposition leaders in the
state, including the Punjab Congress president, have come out in support of the V-C—
ChiefMinister BhagwantMannapologised to Bahadur andpromised to take it upwith
Jouramajra.Whiletheapologyiswelcome,itdoesnotdetractfromthelargerissue.Since
theAAPhascometopowerinPunjab,severalof itsleadershaveusedsocialmediatoplay
to thegallery. Lastmonth,AAPMLASheetalAgarwalwasvideo-streamingonFacebook
his problemswith the district office in Jalandhar. InMarch, AAPMLA Raman Arora al-
legedlyinsultedgovernmentschoolteachers.MinisterHarjotBainspubliclyissuedorders
toofficialsbeforehewassworn in. The list goeson.
TheAAP,atits inception,wasapartyofandfromaprotestmovementthatpositioned

itself against government corruption. It isnowapartyof government.Hyperbolicposts
on socialmedia, “stingoperations” andhumiliatingofficials arenot the tools employed
byamatureparty. InDelhi, theAAPfoundits feetonceitwentbeyond“dharnas”andar-
ticulated amodel of governance. In Punjab— the first full state inwhich it haspower—
itcannot relyonvirtuesignallingonsocialmediaasanalternative to takingthebureau-
cracyalongandworkingwithofficialdom.

THE BOY FROM AIZAWL
JeremyLalrinnunga,whodefiedoddstowinatCommonwealth
Games,couldbeposterboyofweightliftinginyearstocome

W ITH SHOOTING NOT part of the Birmingham edition of the
Commonwealth Games, India expected a dent to itsmedals tally.
However, theweightlifters took ituponthemselves to fill thevoid.
They tookon the extra burden to ensure that the tricolour contin-

ues to flyatmedalceremonies.Theyaccountedforall the first sixmedals in the Indian
kitty, including three golds. While Mirabai Chanu’s triumphwas a foregone conclu-
sion, the goldmedals of Achinta Sheuli and JeremyLalrinnungahint at a bright future
for Indianweightlifting.Lalrinnunga,notyet20andavivaciouspersonality fromAizawl
with an active socialmedia presence,whodefied a pulledmuscle, injured elbowand
severe cramps to win the 67kg weight category, could well be the poster boy of the
sport in years to come.
Inweightlifting, the toppractitioners liftbars several timesheavier thantheirown

bodyweight. That cannot be possiblewithout a sound technique. Knees, hips, shoul-
ders and armsneed to be inperfect alignment, otherwise not only can a lifter fail, but
alsosuffergrievous injury. Jeremy'snear-perfect liftsareatestimonyto India'sexpert-
ise and depth in a sport that has consistently deliveredmedals for the nation on the
world stage. Remember, it was way back in 2000 that KarnamMalleswari won an
Olympic bronzemedal.
With age on his side, Jeremy will be tipped for many such successes. With the

HangzhouAsianGamesalittlemorethanayearaway,andParisOlympics in2024, India
would expect the lifters to climb the podium again. But the road ahead is tough as the
level of competition, even at the continental level, ismuchhigher than at Birmingham.
To be on the top of theworld, the boy fromAizawl needs to be stronger and lift much
heavierweights.With a total lift of 300 kg, he broke a Commonwealth Games record.
Thathappens tobe39kg less than theworld record.

Livia Leu

Centralagencies likeEDhavegrownmorepowerful,
stateandcitypolicearepaleshadowsof themselves

DELHI TO BERN, DRAWING CLOSER
Asgeopolitical sands shift, India remainsa foreignpolicypriority forSwitzerland

THEREWASA time, not long ago,when city
andstatepoliceforcesacrossthecountryhad
ahealthy competitionwith eachother to be
seen as the best police force. Theywere in-
volvedinsolvingandinvestigatingsomeofthe
mostsensationalcasesinthecountry.
MumbaiPoliceanditscrimebranch,Delhi

Policeanditsspecialcell,GujaratPoliceandits
Anti-TerrorismSquad(ATS),BengaluruPolice,
HyderabadPolice,were in thenews for solv-
inghigh-profile cases. Cases fromtheunder-
world,involvingterrorism,humantrafficking,
narcotics etcwere cracked by these police
forces.Healthycompetitionwouldsometimes
turn into ugly fights. Rivalry between the
MumbaiCrimeBranchandDelhiSpecialCell
waswell-known.
Today,theseoncehigh-profilepoliceforces

havebecomeapaleshadowofthemselvesand
central agencieshave takenover the investi-
gationofsensationalcases.
Inthepastfewyears, therehasbeenasig-

nificant shift in theway cases, especially the
high-profileones,arebeinginvestigatedacross
thecountry.Atthedropofahat,casesaretaken
awayfromthestateandcitypoliceandhanded
overtocentralagencies.Therehavebeenmany
suchcases, includingthesuicidecaseofactor
SushantSinghRajput,theAntiliacase,among
others.Now,onlytheEnforcementDirectorate
(ED), National Investigation Agency (NIA),
CentralBureauofInvestigation(CBI),Narcotics
ControlBureau(NCB),areinthelimelight.
Oneagencywhichhasbecomeespecially

busyinthepastfewyearsistheED.Formedin
1956,theEDbecameaprimeagencyfollowing
enactment of the Prevention of Money
LaunderingAct(PMLA)in2002,implemented
fromJuly1,2005.
EventheSupremeCourt(SC),lastweek,ac-

knowledgedtheED’ssweepingpowersunder
thePMLA.Theseincludestartinganinvestiga-
tionagainstanyonewithoutcomplaintorap-
plication.AnEDofficerdoesnotevenhaveto
fileaFirst InformationReport (FIR).TheFIR is

amandatory provision under the Criminal
Procedure Code and Indian Penal Code.
Without it, an investigating officer does not
have authority toproceedwith an investiga-
tion.However,underthePMLA,anofficerjust
needstofileanEnforcementCaseInformation
Report (ECIR)which is for internal use and
neednot be sharedwith the accused. An in-
vestigating officer can also issue summons
without giving any specific reason. The apex
courtsaidthatthestringentconditionsforbail
undertheActarelegalandnotarbitrary.
AdaybeforetheSCjudgment,thegovern-

ment,inreplytoaquestionintheRajyaSabha,
had said that raids conductedby the EDbe-
tween2014and2022hadjumped27timesas
comparedtotheraidsconductedduring2004-
2014. TheED is theonly central investigative
agencythatdoesnotrequirepermissionfrom
thegovernmentoranyauthoritytosummon
or prosecute politicians or government offi-
cialsforinquiryintoeconomicoffencesandfi-
nancialcrimeslikemoneylaundering.
In the past few years, the ED hasmade

somehigh-profile arrests, including former
UnionHomeMinisterPChidambaram,Former
Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra
ChhaganBhujbal,Maharashtra’sformerHome
Minister Anil Deshmukh, seniorNCP leader
and formerministerNawabMalik. There is a
longlistofprominentleaderswhohavebeen
summoned and questioned, including
Congress President SoniaGandhi. Such has
been the frequency of these investigations,
summonsandquestioningthatseveralnews
channels have decided to keep theirmedia
crewpermanentlyparkedoutsidetheoffices
of theseagenciesinDelhiandMumbai.
Similarly,theNIA,CBI,NCB,andothercen-

tral investigativeagencieshavealsobeenin-
volvedininvestigatinghigh-profilecases,like
theAryanKhandrugcaseandthedrugnexus
investigationintheSushantSinghRajputcase
by the NCB. The CBI has taken over all five
cases registered by theMaharashtra police

against an officer of the rank of Director
GeneralofPolice,whoretiredundersuspen-
sionrecently.DuringthesametimeastheED,
NIA, CBI, NCB, and others rose to fame, the
oncefamedcityandstatepolicehavesuffered
amajor loss of reputation. Mumbai Police
faced embarrassment in the last two years
whentwocommissionerswereembroiledin
serious legalcases.
Infact,apolicecommissionerwhoretired

lastmonthwas arrested by the EDwithin a
weekofhisretirementforhisallegedinvolve-
mentinamajorscam.TheMaharashtraVikas
Aghadigovernmenthadtounceremoniously
removeasittingMumbaiPolicechieffromhis
postafterhemadeseriousallegationsof cor-
ruption against theHomeMinister.Never in
itshistoryhastheMumbaiPoliceortheoffice
oftheCommissionerofPolice,Mumbai,been
tarnishedthewayithasbeeninthepastyear
andahalf.
Even Delhi Police continues to be em-

broiledinabitterbattlewiththestategovern-
mentandissuesregardingitsjurisdiction.The
reputationofHyderabadPolicewas recently
tarnished after the commission of inquiry
whichconductedaprobe into theDecember
2019encounteroffourrapeaccusedbythepo-
lice,gave its report to theSC. It foundthat the
encounterwas fake, and recommended that
the 10police officerswhowere involved be
triedonchargesofmurder.
Over the past few years,major amend-

ments inkeyActshavegiven teeth to central
agencies.Theseagencieshavethemandatefor
investigationsacross thecountryandarenot
boundbyanyjurisdictions.Itisquiteclearthat
the central agencies arenowgoing tobe the
bigbrothersof investigations,whilestateand
city police forces function in their shadows
withlimitedpowersandjurisdictions.

ThewriterisaformerDirectorGeneralof
Police,Maharashtra,PoliceCommissionerof

Mumbai, JointDirectorofCBIandIB

TODAYIAMinIndiaforForeignOfficeconsul-
tationsbetweenourtwocountries.Thisismy
third official visit toNewDelhi, this time as
State Secretary in charge of Switzerland’s
ForeignPolicy. It isaprivilegetobebackhere
during thismonth,whichmarks 75 years of
India's Independence. Iextendmycongratu-
lationstotheIndianpeopleonthishistoricoc-
casion. I amalso pleased that our two coun-
trieswill commemorate next year the 75th
anniversaryofthesigninginNewDelhiofthe
1948 Treaty of Friendship.We canbeproud
that our friendshiphaswithstood the test of
timeandhasremainedfirminthefaceofshift-
inggeopoliticalsands.
India is a priority for Switzerland. This is

emphasised in Switzerland’s foreign policy
strategythatseekstofurtheradvancetieswith
India.
Switzerland and Indian partners are col-

laboratingondigitaltransformation,sustain-
ability, health, life sciences,medtech, infra-
structure, cleantech, fintech, blockchain, AI
androbotics.Innovationandinvestmentcon-
tinuetobetheprimarydriversofourbilateral
relations.Goingforward,Switzerlandintends
to furtherdeepen its innovationcooperation
with India.With over 330 Swiss companies,
Switzerland is the 12th largest investor in
India.About100Swisscompaniesmanufac-
turelocallyandsupporttheMakeinIndiaini-
tiative. As a former delegate for trade agree-
ments and head of bilateral economic
relationsfortheSwissgovernment,Iamwell
awareofourenormousbilateraleconomicpo-
tential. Trade talks between Switzerland
(European Free TradeAssociation EFTA) and
Indiaarehighonthepriority list.Afterapro-
ductive exchange at theWorld Economic
Forum inDavos inMay, our two commerce
ministersareexpectedtomeetagain inNew

Delhi inthebeginningofOctober.
The thematic scope of our bilateral rela-

tionshasonlygrownovertimeandwillcon-
tinuetoexpandinthefuture.Digitalisationis
emergingasarelativelynewareaof engage-
ment with enormous potential for
SwitzerlandandIndia.Itisathematicpriority
identifiedinmycountry’sforeignpolicystrat-
egy and actively promotedbymyPresident.
Switzerlandplaysaleadingroleinresearching
newtechnologiesandishometomanyinno-
vativeandworld-leadingtechnologycompa-
nies.Asoneof themost innovativecountries
oftheworld,Switzerlandseekstoengagewith
India,theleaderoftheIndustry4.0revolution,
in areas ranging fromdigital governance to
digitalself-determination.
Switzerlandwas elected to the United

NationsSecurityCouncilasanon-permanent
member for the first time this year in June. I
am,therefore,interestedtohearabouttheex-
perienceofIndiaasanelectedmemberofthe
SecurityCouncil.Atatimewhentheworldis
witnessingworrying geopolitical develop-
ments, Switzerland recognises the responsi-
bilities that comewith this membership.
These are reflected in its priorities during its
UNSecurityCouncilmembership.
In the Security Council, Switzerlandwill

doeverythingpossible toensuresustainable
peace. Switzerland is a truly peace-loving
country that has contributed significantly to
peacebuilding,conflictpreventionandmedi-
ation.HavingservedasambassadorinTehran
as a go-between for the United States of
America and the Islamic Republic of Iran, I
have first-hand knowledge of Switzerland's
good offices.Many years ago, from1971 to
1976, Switzerland represented India’s inter-
ests inPakistanandviceversa.
Inwars,protectingcivilians is crucial.We

see this in a shockingway inUkraine and in
many other conflict zones. Switzerland has
condemnedthemilitaryaggressionofRussia
inthestrongestterms.Ourthoughtsgotothe
familiesofthemanyvictimsofthewar.Inthe
SecurityCouncil,Switzerlandwillfocusonthe
protectionofciviliansandoninternationalhu-
manitarianlaw.
Switzerlandwill also address climate

change and its impact on security. Climate
changeishere.Weexperiencethateveryday.
The security consequences aremounting.
Theymustbeaddressed.
Lastbutnotleast,Switzerlanddesireseffe-

ctiveUNinstitutions. Indiahasbeenadvocat-
ingforareformoftheSecurityCouncil.Switze-
rland’s fourthpriority in 2023and2024will
betocontributetoimprovingtheUnitedNati-
ons Security Council’s effectiveness towards
greatertransparencyandaccountability.
There are convergences in Swiss and

Indian priorities at theUNSecurity Council.
Switzerland, like India, is committed to a ro-
bust and effectivemultilateral system.With
reliablevoices,ourtwocountriescantogether
contribute to global good. This engagement,
inmyopinion,isaresultofnotonlyourshared
priorities,butalsoourshareddemocraticval-
uesandforeignpolicyindependence.
Switzerlandispreparedtotakethebaton

fromIndiaat theUNSecurityCouncil.Asour
countriesgetreadytocommemoratethe75th
anniversaryoftheirfriendshipnextyear,there
canbenobettertributetoourfriendshipand
partnership—aptlyimmortalisedinpopular
Indiancinema—thanbyworkingtogetherfor
lastingpeace throughbilateral andmultilat-
eralengagements.

Thewriter is Swiss State Secretary for
ForeignAffairs

At the drop of a hat, cases are
taken away from the state
and city police and handed
over to central agencies.
There have been many such
cases, including the suicide
case of actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, the Antilia case,
among others. Now, only the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), National Investigation
Agency (NIA), Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), are in the
limelight.

Digitalisation is emerging as
a relatively new area of
engagement with enormous
potential for Switzerland
and India. It is a thematic
priority identified in my
country’s foreign policy
strategy and actively
promoted by my President.
As one of the most
innovative countries of the
world, Switzerland seeks to
engage with India, the leader
of the Industry 4.0
revolution, in areas ranging
from digital governance to
digital self-determination.
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Themeasure of aman iswhat
he doeswith power.

— PLATOTHEEDITORIALPAGE

LOK DAL CRISIS
THE LOKDAL seems to behurtling towards
amajorcrisis.MadhuLimaye,generalsecre-
tary of the party, resigned his post. Three
party secretaries have already resigned.
Party workers and leaders from different
stateswillmeetinNewDelhitodecidewhat
they would do. The question of forming a
newpartymayalsoberaisedatthatmeeting.

BLOW-OUT IN OILFIELD
THERE HAS BEEN a blow-out in a well in
Bombay High oilfield — an uncontrollable
flow of gaswith traces of oil. The blow-out

hasnotyetbeencontrolled.Itoccurredwhen
thejack-uprig“SagarVikas”wasdrillingfor
thefirsttimeintoanewformationwherege-
ological datahad suggested thepresenceof
gas.Therehasbeennoreportofanycasualty.

BEIRUT AIRPORT TAKEN
ISRAELIFORCESCARRIEDoutabigoffensive
against Palestinian guerrillas in Beirut and
DefenceMinisterArielSharonsaidtheyhad
captured the city's international airport.
Launching one of the biggest actions of the
eight-weekwar, Israeliplanes, shipsandar-
mour bombarded Palestine Liberation
Organisation(PLO)strongholdsforabout14

hoursbeforeacease-firewasarranged.

KENYA COUP ATTEMPT
ELEMENTSOF THEKenyan airforce tried to
oust the government of President Daniel
Arap Moi but the attempted coup was
crushedbyothersectionsofthearmedforces
and the police, the state radio reported.
President Daniel ArapMoi broadcast to the
nation after the abortive coup attempt and
thanked army leaders and their men for
“their total loyalty tomeand to the govern-
mentandthepeopleofKenya.”Atleasteight
people were reported killed and 50
wounded.
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“The recent change of government in Punjab led to the provincial bureaucracy
once again being upturned based on the whims of its new political overlords. The
system must change to provide greater security of tenure to officers who simply
want to focus on discharging their responsibilities.” —DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Delhi, of course, should be
the last one to tell Pakistan
how to run its India policy.
The source of change must
necessarily come from
within Pakistan. Given the
massive emotional,
ideological, political and
strategic investments that
Pakistan has made in the
Kashmir insurgency,
Rawalpindi and Islamabad
will need much political
courage to modify their
current hard line and create
the capacity to fend off the
potential domestic backlash
led by Imran Khan. But what
Delhi can do is this — keep
the lines of communication
open with Islamabad and
Rawalpindi. The reported
back channel between
national security adviser Ajit
Doval and Bajwa did
produce a ceasefire in
February 2021 and is
hopefully active today.

AUGUST1MARKED18monthsof themili-
tarycoupinMyanmar.AccordingtoUNhu-
manrightsmonitors,over2,000peoplehave
beenkilled,around14,000areinprison,in-
cluding 90 lawmakers, over 7,00,000 are
refugees and half amillion internally dis-
placed.Humanitarianaidtocoupopponents
isblocked.Theeconomyis infreefall.
Yetwe in Indiaappear tohave resigned

ourselves to the suffering in that country,
alongwith the rest of theworld. Even the
Tatmadaw’s recent execution of four
democracy activists received only a pro
forma expression of “deep concern” from
theMinistryofExternalAffairs.
The contrast between the Indian re-

sponse to the crisis in Sri Lanka and the
dawningcivilwarinMyanmarcouldnotbe
starker.ForSriLanka,theModiadministra-
tionextended$3.5billionincreditandsup-
plied essential fuel. When it came to
Myanmar, HomeMinister Shah ordered
that refugees be refused entry.Mizoram’s
Chief Minister Zoramthanga was brave
enough to refuse, and the state hosts sev-
eral thousand democracy activists who
were forcedto flee.But there isnosupport
from the Union administration for
Mizoram’saideffort, andapparently there
isno Indianpolicyvisavis thecoupeither,
apart from an anodyne statement of sup-
portfordemocracythatisclearlymeaning-
less inthecurrentconditions.
True, it isASEANwhich shouldered the

responsibility to mediate in Myanmar,
whereas India took the initiativewith Sri
Lanka. But ASEANhas been largely unsuc-
cessful. The five-point consensus that the
juntaagreedonwiththeregionalgrouping
includedanimmediateendtoviolenceand
resumption of negotiations between the
ousted administration and the Tatmadaw.
The latter immediately postponed imple-
mentationof theagreement, andhassince
consistentlyviolatedit.
ASEAN’sreactionhasbeenweakatbest.

TheUS,EU,AustraliaandCanadaannounced
targetedsanctionsonthejunta,andtheEU
imposed an embargo on arms sales to the
country. ASEANdidnot. ASEANmembers’
state-owned enterprises continue to trade
withthe junta. InanAsianreverberationof
therenewedconflictbetweenautocracyand
democracy, Russia and China are now the
top armsexporters to the Tatmadawpost-
coup. India’s Bharat Electronics Limited is
alsoreportedlysupplyingthejuntawithre-
mote air defence and coastal surveillance
equipment.
Given our land and sea borders with

Myanmar,andthetroubledhistoryofcross-
borderinsurgenciesbetweenourtwocoun-
tries, theModi administration’s inertia is
alarming, though not entirely surprising.
Successive Indian administrationsmain-
tained relationswith the junta in thehope
that theywould cooperate against cross-
border Indian armedgroups. But these in-
surgencieshavemostlypeteredout. Infact,
over the 10 years of Myanmar’s partial
democracy,from2011to2021,cross-border
support for Indian insurgents dipped
sharply.Inotherwords,wehaveadirectse-

curity interest in the restoration of our
neighbour’sdemocracy.
Securityisnottheonlyorevenchiefrea-

sonforustodomorethanexpressconcern.
Mizosareasdistressedbythejunta’sattack
onMyanmar’s elected administration as
TamilsareoverSriLanka’smeltdown.Most
MizoswishtheModiadministrationwould
not only showcompassion forMyanmar’s
people in this dark hour of their need, but
actively support the National Unity
Governmentthat formedpost-coup.
Though the international community

hasnotacceptedthejuntaoritsnomineesas
official representatives ofMyanmar, it has
notrecognisedtheunitygovernmentasthe
legitimatesuccessorofthepre-coupelected
administration either. Its armedwing, the
recently-formed People’s Defence Force
(PDF), exists in a shadowy limbo. If it is too
weak to impose significant costs on the
junta, one root cause is the lack of support
fromneighbours.
AsagainstEurope’smilitarysupportfor

Ukraine’s defence, no Asian country has
steppeduptosupporttheunitygovernment
andPDF.Evenwhentheyfindfundstobuy
arms, their access is blocked. Bangladesh
andThailanddonot allowarms to cross to
theresistance.RumourhasitthatIndianse-
curity forces recently intercepted an arms
shipmenttothePDFtoo.
The UN Security Council’s statement

condemning theexecutionshasaddedan-
other layer of complexity. The call for an
arms embargo is laudable on the face of it,
but in practiceworksmostly against the
unitygovernmentandthePDF.EvenifChina
and Russia stop arming the Tatmadaw --
which is abig if -- themost that canbeex-
pected is a return to some kind of limited
power-sharing.The2008Myanmarconsti-
tutiontriedthat,with20percentof legisla-
tive seats reserved for themilitary. Aswe
now see, the experiment did not work.
Votersnaturallyresentedthecurtailmentof
theirfreedomtoelect,anddemocratsfound
thesubordinationofciviltomilitaryauthor-
ity intolerable.Whenits frontparties failed
towin the seats required formilitary con-
trol,theTatmadawtookthecountrybyforce.
Members of Myanmar’s civil disobe-

dience movement believe that the only
way forMyanmar to regaindemocracy is
if the junta is defeated. General Hlaing,
they say, is willing to let the country go
NorthKorea’sway so longas themilitary
can remain inpower.
But therearemanyways tobell thecat,

and they have not been exhausted.
Sanctionsthatwillstarvethejuntaareafirst
step thatMyanmar’s neighbours are yet to
try. While ASEAN has the initiative, all
Myanmar’s neighbours need to unite on
sanctions, especiallynationssuchas Japan,
AustraliaandIndiathataremembersofthe
QuadalongwiththeUS.Myanmaroughtto
have topped the recent Quad summit’s
agendaanditisshamefulthatitdidnot.Itis
still not too late to call a virtual emergency
meetingofQuadheadsof state, alongwith
ASEANheadsof state, to agree to stringent
sanctions. That would show intent and
mightgalvanisesorely-neededpressureon
thejuntatoretreat.
Our neighbourhood is more unstable

todaythanithasbeenfordecades.Fourof
our bordering countries are in free fall,
while China’s grip comes closer to our
shores by the hour. Can theModi admin-
istrationaffordtofiddlewhilewildfiresig-
nite aroundus?

Kumarisawriterandpolicyanalyst

AS INDIA AND Pakistan celebrate the 75th
anniversary of their Independence this
month and reflect on the tragedies of
Partition,itisanappropriatemomenttotake
afreshlookattheunfortunatestateofbilat-
eralrelationsandconsidernewinitiativesto
break thestalemate.
WhileDelhi has a strong government in

placeandPrimeMinisterNarendraModihas
considerable freedomof political anddiplo-
maticaction,Islamabadisgoingthroughone
ofthemoredifficultmomentsinitshistory.It
isnotclearhowlongthecurrentgovernment
ofPrimeMinisterShehbazSharifwilllast;nor
is it certain that fresh electionswill produce
greater internalcoherenceinPakistan.
InaninterviewtoanIndianTVchannelin

Tashkent lastweek on themargins of a re-
gionalsummit, theyoungforeignministerof
Pakistan,BilawalZardariBhutto,washonestin
summing up the problemswith engaging
India. Unlike his recent predecessor, the lo-
quacious and quarrelsome ShahMehmood
Qureshi, Bhuttowas not trying to posture
against India. Nor did he take the reporter’s
bait to attack ImranKhan’s policies. Bhutto’s
dignity is refreshing butmaynot be enough
tofixtheproblemswithPakistan’sdiplomacy.
Bhuttowasrealisticinacknowledgingthat

Pakistanhasnochoicebuttofindawaytolive
with India— “aaj nahi to kal”— if not today,
then tomorrow. But hewas frank enough to
point to the difficulties. He reaffirmed
Pakistan’scurrentpositionthatIndia’sconsti-
tutional changes inKashmir three years ago
thismonthasoneof themainobstacles.
On the face of it, allmajor parties other

thanImranKhan’sTehreek-e-Insafarepartof
the current coalition government in Islama-
bad.Itwasapparentlysetupwiththesupport
oftheArmyChiefGeneralQamarJavedBajwa.
OustedasprimeministerinApril,ImranKhan
hasmounted a relentless campaign against
thecurrentgovernment.He iswinningpop-
ularsupportandhassweptthebypollstothe
Punjab assembly lastmonth. Hehas got the
judiciarytothrowouttheprovincialgovern-
mentinLahoreledbyHamzaSharif.
ItisonethingforImrantogoalloutagainst

hiscivilianrivals.Butentirelyanothertocon-
front the army chief and the so-called deep
state.Imranhasencouragedhissupportersto
attackBajwawith littlepushbackso far from
Rawalpindi. Speculation is rife that thearmy
establishment is itself divided.Many retired
senior officers have been openly backing
ImranKhan and criticising his ouster.With
Bajwaset to retire inNovember, there isnat-
ural jockeyingforsuccession.
From a distance at least, Rawalpindi no

longerseemstohavethatkindofabsoluteau-
thority over Pakistan that it once did. This is
not surprising. Decades of promoting unde-
mocraticrulewouldnothavematteredif the
army could deliver competent governance
and economic growth. It could not.
Meanwhile,thearmy’sexperimentswithre-
ligiousextremismathomeand jihadabroad
have seen Pakistan lose its once enviable

diplomaticstandingintheworld.
Morethanthreedecadesofsupportforthe

Kashmir insurgency has certainly bled
Kashmir, but has not shaken it loose from
India. Pakistan,which could easilymobilise
international support for its Kashmir cause
againstIndiainthe1990s,nowcan’tcounton
anyoneotherthanChinaandTurkeytobackit.
TheUSand theWestwhichonceviewed

PakistanasthemainpartnerinSouthernAsia
nowhavean“India-first”policyintheregion.
TheGulfcountriesthatPakistanhadcultivated
in the nameof religious solidarity now find
Delhiamorevaluablepartner.Prolongedneg-
lect of the economy and an obsessionwith
geopoliticsarecostingIslamabaddearlytoday.
Pakistan’seconomyis inadeepcrisisand

IslamabadisnegotiatinganIMFbailoutforthe
23rdtimesinceitsIndependence.Longreared
on the notion of strategic paritywith India,
Pakistan’seconomytodayis10timessmaller.
Worsestill,Bangladesh’seconomyisexpected
tobe$100billionlargerthanthatofPakistan
attheendof2022.
Pakistan’s relativedecline in the region is

onlypartoftheproblem.Thechanginginter-
national environmentmarked by the deep-
ening confrontation between theUS on the
onehandandChina andRussia on theother
hasfurthercomplicatedPakistan’sdiplomacy.
ValuedasabridgebetweentheUSandChina
inthe1970s,Pakistangreatlybenefited from
partnerships with both in the last four
decades. It is nowstruggling to navigate the
Sino-USconfrontation.
On his part, Bajwa noted the dangers of

aligning too closely to China andhas sought
to rebuild tieswith theUS. But ImranKhan
haschosentocasthimselfasananti-American
patriotandthrownPakistan’s lotwithChina.
Imran Khan also ostentatiously presented
himself at theKremlinasPutinwasordering
theinvasionofUkraineinFebruary.TheUSin-
terest in Pakistan has rapidly declined after
thewithdrawalfromAfghanistan,andthereis
littleenthusiasminWashingtonforindulging
Islamabad.
Bajwasawtheneed foracomprehensive

resetofPakistan’sforeignpolicy.Hewasright
incalling fora shift fromgeopolitics togeoe-
conomics. Hemade a bold bid in early 2021
torenewengagementwithIndia.Butthatini-
tiative sputtered, thanks to the opposition
fromthethenPMImranKhan.Theleadersof

the current coalition—Nawaz Sharif of the
Muslim League and Asif Ali Zardari of the
People’sParty—hadbothsoughtto improve
relationswith India in the past. But under
pressurefromImranKhan,neitherBajwanor
thecivilianleadershavemuchroomtomake
anewbeginningwithIndia.
Onedoesnothavetobeageniustoseethat

Pakistanneeds a fresh start, and that ending
thestalematewithIndiaisanecessarypartof
it.Evensmallstepstoimproverelationswith
Indiawillexpandthediplomatic,politicaland
economic space for Pakistan to navigate its
multiple current crises. But thatwould de-
mand an end to Pakistan’s preconditions on
KashmirtoengageIndia.
Delhi, of course, shouldbe the last one to

tell Pakistan how to run its India policy. The
sourceofchangemustnecessarilycomefrom
withinPakistan.Giventhemassiveemotional,
ideological,politicalandstrategicinvestments
thatPakistanhasmadeintheKashmirinsur-
gency, Rawalpindi and Islamabadwill need
much political courage tomodify their cur-
renthard lineandcreatethecapacityto fend
off the potential domestic backlash led by
ImranKhan.
ButwhatDelhi can do is this—keep the

linesofcommunicationopenwithIslamabad
andRawalpindi. The reported back channel
betweennational security adviserAjitDoval
andBajwadidproduceaceasefireinFebruary
2021andishopefullyactivetoday.
During the last eight years, Modi has

demonstrated the toughness to change the
termsofengagementwithPakistanonterror
andKashmir. Buthealsooffered thehandof
friendshipby invitingNawazSharif tohis in-
augurationin2014andtravellingtoLahoreon
shortnotice inDecember2015.
Thereisnobettermomentthanthe75th

anniversary of Independence and Partition
for the Indian PM to articulate a newvision
for South Asia’s future. The elites in
IslamabadandRawalpindimaynotbeready
torespondtoModi’speacecallfromtheram-
parts of the Red Fort on August 15. But it is
important thatModi’smessage of goodwill
is heard by the people of Pakistan and the
Subcontinent.

Thewriter issenior fellow,AsiaSocietyPolicy
Institute,Delhiandcontributingeditoron
internationalaffairs forTheIndianExpress

Taking on the
Tatmadaw

FLASHPOINT TAIWAN
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Impendingstorm’(IE,August1).China
has been quite aggressive in imple-
menting its designs to claim super-
power status alongside the US.
Obviously,Washingtonisnotcomfort-
ablewith that. Beijing’s open support
to Russia in the Ukraine crisis has fur-
therriledtheUS.Now,Taiwancanwell
prove to be the flashpoint.While the
headsof thetwonationstrytodosome
damagecontrolwiththeirrelationship,
theymustalsoengageinabalancingact
between popular sentiments and re-
alpolitik.

VijaiPant,Hempur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
'Impendingstorm'(IE,August1).Thede-
terioratingtiesbetweenexistingandas-
piring superpowers is a cause for con-
cern from the global order's stability
perspective.Taiwan has been a boiling
issueforquiteawhilenow.Thoughit is
commendable that both sides are talk-
ing to each other, refusal to cede any
ground isworrisome.Having said that,
on the question of Nancy Pelosi's ex-
pected visit to Taiwan, there are diver-
gent views within US policy

makers.WhentheUSisalreadyappear-
ingweakbecauseofahastywithdrawal
fromAfghanistan and the devastation
inUkraine, despite American commit-
mentsmade earlier, theywill try to re-
main toughon the question of Taiwan.
Whatever decision Pelosi makeswill
havelongtermramificationsintheUS-
China relationship.Treading cautiously
andafterconstructivedeliberationsbe-
tween all branches of the government
is thebestwayforward.

DewangGaneshThosar,Raigad

SAFETY CONCERNS
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Turbulence
ahead' (IE, August 1). Safety concerns
cannot be termed as “overblown”, de-
spiteflyingbeingconsideredthesafest
mode of transportation. The alarming
frequency of safety incidents with
SpiceJet,donotinvokeconfidence.With
JettoflyagainandAkasawaitinginthe
wings, there is intense competition in
thedomesticflyingspace.Thatdoesnot
meanthatsafetycanbecompromised.
Hopefully, DGCA's recent order asking
SpiceJet to cut downon flights sends a
strongsignaltootherairlinestoremain
ontheir toes.

BalGovind,Noida

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THEDECISION TO appoint Sanjay Arora, an
IPSofficerofthe1988batchfromTamilNadu
cadre, as Commissioner of Police (CP), Delhi
isbasedpurelyonmerit. Ihavewatchedhim
closely during my days in CRPF. He had
worked in Naxal-affected areas as well as
JammuandKashmirasinspectorgeneraland
additionaldirectorgeneral,respectively. Iam
certain that hewill continue to display the
work ethic that he displayed in thepast and
succeedinhispresentassignment.
Delhi,beingthenationalcapital,hasstrate-

gic importanceandtheauthoritiesresponsi-
bleforlawandorderinthecityremaininthe
publicgaze.TheDelhiPolicehasnotonly re-
mainedinthecross-hairsofourenemiesbut
tremorsarefelt inthecitywheneveranyup-
heaval takes place anywhere. Any breach of
lawandorder in the city is, therefore, unac-
ceptable. Below-par performance from the
DelhiPolice iseasilydiscernableandhasob-
viousconsequences.Theroleof theDelhiCP,
hence, iscritical.
The force, in its long history, has experi-

encedmanyhighs and lows.Whenever the
chipsaredown,itthrowsupofficersandper-
sonnelwhotakeupthetoughestchallenges.
Thisforcehashadthebenefitofcommission-
erswithrichexperienceinhandlingchalleng-
ingandtrickysituations.
VedMarwahwasmyfirstpolicecommis-

sionerwhenIreportedtoDelhiPoliceforfield
training fresh from the National Police

Academy. Interestingly, hewas not the first
choiceasDelhi’sCPinMay1985.Intheafter-
math of the 1984 riots, the primary task be-
fore theDelhi Policewas to raise themorale
ofthedemoralisedpoliceforceandtobringit
backontrackafterseriouscriticismofitshan-
dlingof theriots.SSJog,aMaharashtracadre
officer,whohadreplacedSubhashTandon,a
UPcadreofficer,whowascommissionerdur-
ing the riots,was keen to return tohis home
stateforpersonalreasons.Orderswereissued
toappointJulioRibeiro,anotherMaharashtra
cadreofficer, asCPofDelhi inApril1985.But
beforeRibeirocouldjointheDelhiPolice,the
citywasrockedbyaseriesoftransistorbomb
blasts in buses. In the next couple of days,
more bombblasts tookplace sending shock
waves throughthecity.Marwah, thenoffici-
ating CP, took charge andnot onlywere the
cases solvedwith the arrest of the terrorists
intwodaysbutanysocialdisturbanceasafall-
out of theblastswasnot allowed tohappen.
The leadership displayed byMarwahmay
have led the government to review its order
appointingRibeiro.Hehandledthesituation
admirablyatatimewhenSikhmilitancywas
at its peak.Henot only restored the pride of
the force but took itsmorale to a new level.
Duringthosedifficulttimes,hepersonallysu-
pervised the investigationof allmajor terror
crimesandensuredthattheywereresolved.
Eachcommissionerwhoheadedtheforce

displayed a few specific abilities, which set

themapart. One thing thatwas common to
all,however,wasthevisiontomaketheDelhi
Policeanoutfitequippedtohandlecontempo-
rary needs. In the process, specialised units
were created todealwithnewer challenges,
which involvedmeticulous training of the
manpowerandequippingthemwiththeap-
propriateknowledgeandtools.
The Delhi Police grew as a professional

force throughsuccessivecommissionersbe-
longing to theUnion Territories cadre (later
renamed asAGMUT cadre). The foundation
was laid duringMarwah's time andhis suc-
cessor,RajaVijayKaran,anotherUTcadreof-
ficer,setinmotionanimagemakeoverof the
Delhi Police. He initiatedmany citizen-cen-
tricprogrammes.Heintroducedopennessin
theDelhi Police by invitingworkable ideas
fromofficers andmenofwhatever rankand
implementing them.Thiswasanovel initia-
tiveforpoliceorganisationsinIndia.
MBKaushal,whowas in thehot seat for

threeyears in the early 1990s, knewhis offi-
cersandmenwell.The“connect”hehadwith
thepersonnel,cuttingacrossranks,madehim
popularintheforce.HewasfollowedbyNikhil
Kumar,whodemandedprofessionalismand
commitment fromhis team.Hewould sup-
porthis team,evenat the riskof his job.Asa
youngDCP,Ihadorderedafiringtodispersean
unlawful crowd,which led to the death of
threepersonsandinjuriestomanymore.Iwas
shakenatthelossoflivesandotherdamages.

Kumarvisitedthesiteof the incidentandre-
assuredmebyplacinghishandonmyshoul-
derandsayingthatthepoliceactionwasun-
avoidable in the circumstances. This had a
positive impact andmy confidence shot up.
Suchlarge-heartednessfromthepolicelead-
ershipbrushesoff onyoungofficerswhotry
to imitate these habitswhen they are at the
helmofaffairs.
YudhvirDadwalhadtheonerousrespon-

sibility of preparing the force for the
Commonwealth Games in 2010. He gal-
vanisedtheorganisationtoprovideseamless
connectivity between the various facilities,
impeccablesecurityandincident-freecrowd-
management, earning praise from all con-
cerned. One of his great contributionswas
modernising and laying down systems to
eliminatearbitrariness inpolice functioning.
Highprofessionalcompetencewasthetrade-
markofNeerajKumar.Hewouldtakeakeen
interestintheinvestigationofcases,whether
terroristcrimesoreconomicoffences.Hewas
approachabletothepublicandusedtocome
upwithnewideasandschemes,especiallyin
communitypolicing.
Thecontributionsofotherpolicecommis-

sioners and officers Iworkedwithwere no
lessimportantinshapingtheforceintoanef-
fectiveprofessionalunit.

Thewriter isa formerCommissioner
ofPolice,Delhi

Force to reckon with

A fresh start at 75
Indiahasadirectsecurityinterestintherestoration
ofdemocracyinMyanmar.Delhi,alongwithQuad
andASEAN,mustforcesanctionsonjunta

Pakistanneedsareset.Endingthestalematewith Indiawill expandthediplomatic,politicaland
economicspace for it tonavigate itsmultiplecrises

SNShrivastava

CR Sasikumar

SuccessivecommissionershaveshapedDelhiPoliceintoaprofessionalunit

RAJA-MANDALA
by CRajaMohan

RadhaKumar

New Delhi
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LIEUTENANT UHURA ON ‘STAR TREK’
NICHELLENICHOLSDIESAT 89
Nichelle Nichols, the actress revered by “Star Trek” fans everywhere for her role as
Lieutenant Uhura, the communications officer on the starship USS Enterprise, died
on Saturday in Silver City, N.M. She was 89. She had a long career as an entertainer, be-
ginning as a teenage supper-club singer in Chicago, and later appearing on television.

USA

Beyoncéto
changelyrics
aftercriticism
DAYSAFTERthereleaseof
her latest album,
“Renaissance,” Beyoncé
will modify the lyrics of
one of its songs, a repre-
sentative for the singer
said on Monday, in re-
sponse to an outcry from
disabilityrightsadvocates
who say the pop star
should not have used a
word that has historically
been employed as a
derogatory slur. In
“Heated,” a dancehall-in-
spired track, the singer
usesthewords“spaz”and
“spazzin’” in an energeti-
callyrecitedportionofthe
song that’s a callback to
thefreestylesatsomeball-
roomevents. “Theword,
notusedintentionallyina
harmful way, will be re-
placed,” a spokeswoman
forBeyoncésaid. NYT

Beyoncereleasedher
latestalbum,
‘Renaissance’

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

TalkswithTTP
endindeadlock,
saysreport
Islamabad:Talksbetween
the 17-member delega-
tion of the tribal council
leaders from Pakistan's
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
provinceandtheoutlawed
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan being held in
Afghanistan ended in a
deadlock. The latest im-
passecomesaftertheout-
fit refused to back down
fromitsdemandforthere-
versal of the merger of
erstwhile Federally
AdministeredTribalAreas
with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
the Express Tribune re-
ported on Monday. The
outfit has also refused to
laydownthearmsincase
apeacedealmaterialises,
thereportsaid. PTI

PAKISTAN

ImranKhan’s
Instagram
accounthacked
Islamabad:TheInstagram
account of Pakistan’s for-
mer PM ImranKhanwas
brieflyhackedonMonday
bycryptoscammerswho
sharedapostlaudingTesla
Motors Founder Elon
Muskfor“donating”three
bitcoins,accordingtome-
dia reports. The account
was recovered soonwith
thehelpofMeta,PTIsocial
mediaheadArslanKhalid
toldtheDawn.Khalidsaid
hemonitored Khan’s ac-
countwhere the hackers
shared a cryptocurrency
linkwith his 7.4million
followers. Khalid said the
hackers also shared a
screenshotofatweetfrom
ElonMusk. PTI

PHILIPPINES

Marcosrules
outrejoiningICC
Manila: Newly elected
President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr said Monday
the Philippines has no
plan to rejoin the
International Criminal
Court,adecisionthatsup-
ports his predecessor’s
stance but rejects the
wishes of human rights
activists. Former
PresidentRodrigoDuterte
withdrewthePhilippines
from ICC in 2019 in a
move rights activists said
was an attempt to evade
accountability and pre-
vent an international
probe into thousands of
killings in his campaign
against illegaldrugs. AP

DIANEBARTZ
WASHINGTON,AUGUST1

THEUS JusticeDepartmentwill
askafederaljudgeonMondayto
blocka$2.2billionmergeroftwo
ofthe“BigFive”bookpublishers,
Penguin Random House and
Simon&Schuster,inatrialthatis
expected to feature testimony
fromhorrorwriterStephenKing.
AlsoonMonday, inthesame

federal courthouse in
Washington, the Justice
Departmentwill argue before a
different judge that
UnitedHealthGroup’s$8billion

deal to buy Change Healthcare
shouldbestopped.
In thepublishermerger trial,

thegovernmenthas focusednot
onwhatconsumerspayforbooks
butonadvancespaidtothemost
successful authors, especially
thosegiven$250,000ormore.
“Theevidencewill showthat

the proposed merger would
likely result in authors of antici-
patedtop-sellingbooksreceiving
smaller advances,meaning au-
thorswho labour for years over
theirmanuscriptswillbepaidless
fortheirefforts,”thegovernment
saidinapretrialbrief.
Thegovernmentalsointends

to show there was concern
among themerging parties that
thedeal isnot legal. Itpreviously
disclosedanemailsentbySimon
& Schuster CEO Jonathan Karp
whowrote: “I’mpretty sure the
Department of Justicewouldn’t
allowPenguinRandomHouseto
buy us, but that’s assumingwe
stillhaveaDepartmentofJustice.”
King,authorof“TheShining,”

“Carrie”andotherblockbusters,
will testify for the government,
alongwithpublishingexecutives
andauthors’ agents.
PenguinRandomHouse, the

largest book publisher in the
United States, said it planned to

buy rival Simon & Schuster in
November 2020. Penguin
Random House is owned by
Germanmedia conglomerate
Bertelsmann. Simon&Schuster
is owned by ViacomCBS, now
Paramount Global. The Justice
Department filed its lawsuit in
November2021.
The defense, led by lawyer

Daniel Petrocelli who defeated
theTrumpadministration’s2018
bidtostopAT&TIncfrombuying
TimeWarner,willarguethemar-
ket forbooks, and forpublishers
to win top-selling authors, is
competitiveandthatthemerger
willmake itevenmoreso.

Thepublisherswill likelyar-
guethattheevidenceshowsthat
in bidding for potential best-
sellers Penguin RandomHouse
andSimon&Schuster"arerarely
the top twobidders."
The top five publishers are

Penguin Random House,
HarperCollins,Macmillan,Simon
& Schuster andHachette, with
WaltDisneyCoandAmazon.com
Inc alsoinmarket.HarperCollins
is owned byNews Corp . Judge
Florence Pan of the USDistrict
CourtfortheDistrictofColumbia
willdecideif thedealmaygofor-
ward. The trial is expected to last
twotothreeweeks. REUTERS

TRIAL TO FOCUS ON ADVANCES PAID TO MOST SUCCESSFUL AUTHORS

Stephen King set to bat for US govt in case against publishers’ merger

AuthorStephenKing inNewYork.ReutersFile

REUTERS
KYIV,AUGUST1

A SHIP carrying grain left the
Ukrainian port of Odesa for
LebanononMondayunderasafe
passage agreement, Ukrainian
andTurkishofficialssaid,thefirst
departure since the Russian in-
vasionblockedshippingthrough
theBlackSeafivemonthsago.
Ukraine’s foreign minister

called it “a day of relief for the
world”, especially for countries
threatened by food shortages
and hunger because of the dis-
ruptedshipments.
The sailingwasmade possi-

bleafterTurkeyandtheUNbro-
kered a grain-and-fertiliser ex-
portagreementbetweenRussia
andUkraine lastmonth - a rare
diplomatic breakthrough in a
conflict that is grinding onwith
noresolution insight.
“The first grain ship since

#RussianAggression has left
port,” Infrastructure Minister
OleksandrKubrakovsaid.“Today
Ukraine, togetherwith its part-
ners,makesanothersteptopre-
ventworldhunger.”
The Sierra Leone-flagged

shipRazoniwillheadtoLebanon
after transiting through the
BosporusStrait.
UN Secretary-General

AntonioGuterressaidhehoped
Tuesday’s departure would be
thefirstofmanysuchcargosand
thattheUNwouldcharteraship
to replenishsuppliesof aid.
Russia and Ukraine account

fornearlyathirdofglobalwheat
exports The deal aims to allow
safepassageforgrainshipments
in and out of Odesa,
ChornomorskandPivdennyi.
Ukrainian ForeignMinister

DmytroKuleba said onTwitter:

“The day of relief for theworld,
especially for our friends in the
Middle East, Asia, and Africa, as
the first Ukrainian grain leaves
Odesa aftermonths of Russian
blockade.”
Turkish Defence Minister

Hulusi Akar said the vessel
would anchor off Istanbul on
Tuesday afternoon and be in-
spected by a joint team of
Russian, Ukrainian, United
NationsandTurkishrepresenta-

tives. “It will then continue as
longasnoproblemsarise,”Akar
said.Ukrainianpresidentialoffi-
cials have said 17 ships are
docked in Black Sea ports with
almost600,000tonnesofcargo,
mostly grain.More shipswould
follow,Kubrakovsaid.
Meanwhile, thewarofattri-

tioncontinuedelsewhere.
Threecivilianswerekilledby

Russian shelling in Donetsk re-
gion - two in Bakhmut and one

innearbySoledar- inthe last24
hours, regional governor Pavlo
Kyrylenkosaid.
An industrial city and trans-

port hub, Bakhmut has been
under Russian bombardment
for the past week as the
Kremlin's forces try to occupy
all of Donetsk. Russian strikes
alsohitKharkivonMonday, re-
gional governor Oleh
Synegubov said. Two civilians
werewounded, he added.

Moreships to
follow:Ukraine

BOMBINGCONTINUES INSOUTHANDEAST

‘Relief for theworld’ as firstUkraine
grain ship leavesOdesa for Lebanon

TheSierraLeone-flaggedshipRazoni leaves theseaport inOdesaonMonday.Reuters

YIMOULEE&MARTIN
QUINPOLLARD
TAIPEI/BEIJING,AUGUST1

US HOUSE of Representatives
SpeakerNancyPelosiwas set to
visit Taiwan on Tuesday, two
people briefed on the matter
said, as China warned that its
militarywouldnever“sitidlyby”
ifshevisitedtheself-ruledisland
claimedbyBeijing.
Pelosi,whobegananAsiatrip

earlier onMonday inSingapore,
wasdue tospendTuesdaynight
inTaiwan, thepeoplesaid.
Taiwan’s foreign ministry

said it had no comment on re-
portsof Pelosi’s travelplans.
Amid widespread specula-

tion over whether she would
make a stop in Taiwan, Pelosi’s
office said on Sunday she was
leading a congressional delega-
tiontotheregionthatwouldin-
clude visits to Singapore,
Malaysia,SouthKoreaandJapan.
ItdidnotmentionTaiwan.
One source told Reuters that

theUShadinformedsomeallies
about Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan.
Another source said Pelosi was
scheduledtomeetactivistswho
areoutspokenonChinarightsis-
suesduringher stay inTaiwan.
Chinese foreign ministry

spokesmanZhaoLijiansaidear-
lier onMonday that itwouldbe
“a gross interference in China’s
internal affairs” if Pelosi visits

Taiwan, and warned that it
would lead to “very serious de-
velopmentsandconsequences.”
“Wewould like to tell theUS

againthatChinaisstandingby,the
ChinesePeople’sLiberationArmy
will never sit idly by, and China
will take resolute responses and
strong countermeasures to de-
fenditssovereigntyandterritorial
integrity,”Zhaosaid.
TheWhiteHousedismissed

China’srhetoricasgroundlessand
inappropriate. “It is not uncom-
mon for congressional leaders to
traveltoTaiwan,”NationalSecurity
Council spokesman JohnKirby
saidtoCNNMonday.“Weshould-
n’tbeintimidatedbythatrhetoric.
We're going to dowhateverwe
cantosupporther.” REUTERS

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
COLOMBO,AUGUST1

SRILANKA’SmainTamilminority
partyTNAonMondayannounced
thatitwillsupportPresidentRanil
Wickremesinghe’seffortstoform
anall-partynationalgovernment
to help the country to recover
fromtheworsteconomiccrisis.
R Sampanthan, a veteran

Tamil political leader, told re-
portersthatthemovetoforman
all-partygovernmentisthebest
step to be taken right now and
hispartywill support themove.
Another Tamil National

Alliance (TNA) spokesman said
that the party has decided that
the formation of an all-party
governmentwould be suitable

to tackle the economic and po-
litical crisis. However, the TNA
has not made a decision yet to
takeupCabinetpositionsinsuch
agovernment.
PresidentWickremesinghe

lastweekwrotetothemembers
ofParliamentcallingonthemto
join him to form a national all-
party government to tackle the
islandnation's economiccrisis.
Themain Opposition party

Samagi Jana Balavegaya (SJB),
however,saidinvitationstoform
theall-partygovernmentmustbe
extendedtopartiesandnotindi-
viduals. TNA had officially sup-
portedWickremesinghe's rival
DullasAlahapperumainthepar-
liamentaryvoteonJuly20toelect
the successor to the resigned
presidentGotabayaRajapaksa.

Lanka Tamil party backs call
to form all-party unity govt

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
COLOMBO,AUGUST1

IT IS not the right time for
GotabayaRajapaksatoreturnto
Sri Lanka as his presence here
could inflame political tensions
inthecountrywhichisgrappling
with theworst economic crisis
in history, his successor Ranil
Wickremesinghehassaid.
The six-time former prime

minister said in an interview
with theWall Street Journal on
Sunday that the former presi-
dent’sreturninthecurrentsitu-
ationcouldinflamepoliticalten-
sions among tens of thousands
of protesters who blame the
erstwhilepowerfulfamilyforthe
currenteconomiccrisis.
SriLanka’scabinetspokesman

BandulaGunawardena recently

said Rajapaksawasnot inhiding
andwasexpectedtoreturnsoon.
Wickremesinghe, who re-

mainedincontactwithRajapaksa
todealwith administrativehan-
dover issues and other govern-
ment business, said the former
presidenthadnotindicatedabout

hisplannedreturntoLankasoon.
“I don't believe it’s the time

for him to return,” 73-year-old
Wickremesinghe said, adding

that the leader,whoescapedSri
Lanka in themiddle of the eco-
nomic turmoil, had not “indi-
cated”of returningsoon.
“I thinkwe’ve alreadyhit the

bottom,”Wickremesinghesaid.“I
canseethe lightat theendof the
tunnel;it’showfastwecangetto
it.” Thepresident acknowledged
that itwould takemonths for Sri
Lankanstoseetheireconomiccir-
cumstancesimprovemarkedly.
Wickremesinghe expected

theIMFstaff-levelagreementto
bereachedbytheendofAugust,
the report said, adding that Sri
Lanka will have to secure up-
wards of $3 billion from other
sourcesnextyear tosupportes-
sential imports.Healso told the
newspaper itwould bemonths
beforeSriLankanswouldseeany
marked improvement in their
economiccircumstances.

MILITARYWON’TSIT IDLY:BEIJING

REUTERS
ISLAMABAD,AUGUST1

PAKISTAN’SANNUALconsumer
price inflation reached 24.9% in
July, up from 21.3% in June and
the highest in 14 years, the sta-
tisticsbureausaidonMonday.
Non-food items,mainly fuel

andelectricitycharges,werethe
major reason for the rise, it said,
addingsurgingpricesforvegeta-
bles, pulses, cooking oil, wheat
flourandmilkwerealsoasignif-
icant factor. On a month-on-
month basis, inflation jumped
by4.3% in July, thebureausaid.
Pakistan is in economic tur-

moilwithfastdepletingforeign
reserves. However, sufficient
measureshavebeenputinplace

to contain the current account
deficit as energy imports have
declined and non-energy im-

ports showed moderate falls,
the central bank and finance
ministry said.

THENEWYORKTIMES
AUGUST1

THE SECRETARY general of the
United Nations warned on
Mondaythathumanitywas“just
onemisunderstanding,onemis-
calculation away from nuclear
annihilation,” citing thewar in
Ukraine among the conflicts
drivingtherisktoalevelnotseen
sincetheheightof theColdWar.
“All this at a timewhen the

risksofproliferationaregrowing
and guardrails to prevent esca-
lation areweakening,” the offi-
cial, António Guterres, said.
Guterres was speaking at the
openingsessionof aconference
at the UN headquarters in New

Yorkaboutupholdingandsecur-
ingthe50-year-oldglobalTreaty
on the Non-Proliferation of
NuclearWeapons.
Theconferencetookplaceaf-

ter a two-year delay because of
thepandemicandwasattended
by high-level representatives
frommember states, including
thePMofJapan,theUS.Secretary
of State and dozens of foreign
ministersanddelegations.

President Vladimir V Putin
and other Russian have repeat-
edlysuggestedthatnuclearwar
could erupt if NATO intervened
in thewar inUkraine. In his re-
marks to the session, Secretary
ofStateAntonyJ.Blinkensaidthe
treatyhadmadetheworldsafer
butwasunderincreasingstrain.
Blinkenmentioned Russia, Iran
andNorthKoreaasexamplesof
nuclear-relatedconcerns.
Putin also sent amessage to

thenonproliferationconference.
“Webelievethattherecanbeno
winners in a nuclearwar, and it
must never be fought,” Putin
wrote,accordingtoTass.“Wead-
vocateequalandinseparablese-
curity forallmembersof the in-
ternational community.”

António
Guterresat
theUN
headquarters
inNewYork
onMonday.

RishiSunakmeetsTory
membersatFontwellPark
Racecourseaspartofhis
campaign.Reuters

Sunak vows
20% tax cut
by 2029
REUTERS
LONDON,AUGUST1

RISHISUNAK,trailingintherace
to become Britain’s next prime
minister,hasvowedtoslashthe
basic rate of income tax by 20%
by 2029 in a potentiallymake-
or-breakthrowofthedicebythe
former financeminister.
Sunak, once seen as the

favourite to replace Boris
Johnson, has struggled against
his rival, Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss. Sunak said he remained
focusedontacklinginflationbut
once that was achieved he
would follow through on an al-
ready-announcedplantotake1
pence off income tax in 2024,
and then take a further 3 pence
offbytheendof thenextparlia-
ment, likelyaround2029.
The twopledgeswould take

income tax from 20p to 16p.
Sunaksaidtheplanwouldmark
thebiggest incometaxcutsince
the timeofMargaretThatcher.
Sunak told BBC Radio on

Mondayhewouldfundthetaxcut
bygrowingtheeconomyandbe-
ingdisciplinedwithpublicspend-
ing. “Idon'tthinkembarkingona
spreeofborrowingatatimewhen
inflationandinterestratesare on
therisewouldbewise”.

Lahore:AseniorPakistaniop-
position leader has alleged
that former PM Shahid
KhaqanAbbasi receivedkick-
backsfromanIndiancompany
when hewas serving as the
federalpetroleumminister in
thecabinetof PremierNawaz
Shariffiveyearsago,mediare-
ports said on Monday.
PakistanTehreek-e-Insaf(PTI)
leader Shahbaz Gill alleged
thatAbbasitookPKR140mil-

lion as a bribe froman Indian
firm as consultancy fees, the
Dawn reported. Gill, the chief
ofstafftooustedprimeminis-
ter Imran Khan, did not dis-
close the name of the Indian
company.Reactingtothealle-
gations levelled against him,
Abbasi,63,saidinsteadofdish-
ingthedirtathim,theformer
rulingpartyshouldfileapeti-
tionagainsthimwithconcrete
evidence. PTI

Ex-PM Abbasi received kickbacks
from an Indian firm: Opp leader

Pakistan’s annual inflation rises
to 14-year high at 24.9% in July

ThePresidentsaidpresence
ofGotabayaRajapaksacan
inflamepolitical tensions

Travel ban on Basil,
Mahinda extended
Colombo: Sri Lanka's
SupremeCourtonMonday
extendeduntilAugust4the
overseas travel ban on for-
merPMMahindaRajapaksa
andhisyoungerbrotherand
former finance minister
Basil Rajapaksa, who are
widely blamed for the cur-
renteconomiccrisis. OnJuly
15, the SChadbarred them
fromleavingthecountrytill
July28.Thebanwaslaterex-
tendedtillAugust2. PTI

Not right time for Gotabaya to return: Ranil

CHINAVIEWSvisitsby
PelositoTaiwanassend-
inganencouragingsignal
tothepro-independence
campintheisland.Asper
Xi,whoisalsoconfronting
abrittleeconomicandpo-
liticalmomentandca-
reeningintoacrisisover
Taiwan,thevisitcould
damagehim,evenashe
ralliesnationalistsupport.

Whatthe
visit means
for XiE●EX
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Pelosi set to visit
Taiwan despite
China warnings

THERECANBENOWINNERS INANUCLEARWAR:PUTIN

One miscalculation away from
nuclear annihilation: UN chief
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,AUGUST1

THEGOVERNMENT’Sstanceonauniformcivil
code (UCC) has evolved fromone regime to
thenext,especiallyinthelasteightyears.This
was reflected in the recent stand of the
MinistryofLawandJustice,whichislearntto
haveconveyedtoaparliamentarycommittee
thatreviewofpersonallaws—asinGoawhere
a 155-year-old Portuguese-era law is still in
force—canbeundertakenwhena “sizeable
majority”ofthepopulationseekamendment
of the existing laws or a new law is enacted
(TheIndianExpress, July31).
Theshift instancecanbeseen in thegov-

ernment’swrittenrepliesinParliamentsince
1991. Previous regimeswould underline a
“consistent policy”— “not to interfere in the
personal laws of theminority community”.
This later evolved to “wide stakeholder con-
sultationwouldberequired”andthento“com-
mittedtohonour”theconstitutionalmandate
enshrinedintheArticle44oftheConstitution.
Fromovertwodozenoccasionsinthelast

31years,alookatthegovernment’srepliesto
questionsraisedbyatleast58MPs(including
halffromtheBJP;9fromCongress;7fromShiv
Sena; 2 each fromTrinamool Congress, BJD,
CPI,AIADMKandTDP;1each fromBSP,CPM
andIUML;andanindependent):

1991-04: ‘No interference’
On July 19, 1991, the late P R

Kumaramangalam of the Congress, Law
Minister in thePVNarashimhaRaogovern-
ment, said in reply to a question fromShiv
Sena’s AshokDeshmukh: “Introduction of
UniformCivilCodeforallcitizenswillnecessar-
ilyinvolvechangesinthepersonallawsofmi-
nority communities. The consistentpolicyof
theGovernmenthasbeennottointerfereonits
owninthepersonallawsoftheminoritycom-
munitiesunlessinitiativeforthechangecomes
fromsuchcommunities.”
TheAtalBihariVajpayee-ledNDAgovern-

mentfollowedthesamestance.OnAugust17,
2000,thelateArunJaitley,thenLawMinister,
said in reply to a question fromhis BJP col-
leagueYogi Adityanath in Lok Sabha: “It has
been the consistent policy of the Central
Governmentnot to interfere in thepersonal
lawsof theminoritycommunitiesunless the
necessaryinitiativecomesfromtheconcerned
communitiesthemselves.Hence,itisnotpos-

sibletolaydownanytimeframeinthisregard.”
AndonNovember29,2001, toaquestion

fromBrijlalKhabri(BSP),Jaitleysaid:“Thepol-
icy of the Government is not to effect any
changes in these laws unless the initiative
thereforecomesfromthosecommunities.”

TheUPA years
This continued in theManmohanSingh-

led UPA government, with the additional
stancethat initiatives forchanges inpersonal
lawsofminority communities should come
from“a sizeable cross-section” of such com-
munitiesthemselves.
OnJuly7,2004,inreplytoaquestionfrom

Shiv Sena’s Chandrakant Bhaurao Khaire,
Minister of StateKVenkatapathy said, “It has
been the consistent policy of the Central
Government not to interfere in the Personal
Lawsoftheminoritycommunitiesunlessthe
necessary initiatives for such changes come
fromasizeablecross-sectionofsuchcommu-
nitythemselves.”
On August 4, 2006, Law Minister H R

Bhardwaj reiterated thiswhile replying to a
questionfromShivSena’sMohanRawale.And
onAugust24,2007,whenAdityanathraiseda
question,MoSVenkatapathy reiterated the
“consistentpolicyofnottointerfere”intheper-
sonallawsof theminoritycommunity.
DuringUPA-2 (2009-2014), thequestion

ofUCCwasraisedbyBJP’sRadhaMohanSingh
(April 29, 2010 ) andMurliManohar Joshi
(March 10, 2011). Inwritten replies to both

questions,LawMinisterVeerappaMoilymen-
tioned the government’s “consistent policy”
“not to interfere” inpersonal lawsof themi-
noritycommunitiesunlessthenecessaryini-
tiatives for such changes come from“a size-
ablecross-sectionofsuchcommunities”.

Modi government, 1st term
During theNarendraModi-ledNDAgov-

ernment’s first term (2014-19), members
askedquestions about theUCConat least 13
occasions, as compared to2occasions in the
13thLokSabha,3inthe14thand2inthe15th.
On July 14, 2014,whenAdityanath asked

whether thegovernmentproposes to imple-
mentUCC,LawMinisterRaviShankarPrasad
replied, “Provision of UniformCivil Code is
thereinArticle44inConstitution.Widestake-
holderconsultationwouldberequiredforfur-
therstepsinthisregard.”
On April 23, 2015, Law Minister D V

SadanandaGowda,replyingtoaquestionfrom
ArunShirole(BJP),referredtoDrBRAmbedkar
andthe“importanceofthesubjectmatterand
sensitivity involved”.Hesaidwide“consulta-
tion”withstakeholderswouldberequired.
Gowda reiterated the need for a “wider

consultation”onDecember3,2015,whilere-
plying to a raisedby fivemembers of theBJP
and Congress — Ranjeet Ranjan, Arjun
Meghwal,DrShashiTharoor,NanaPatoleand
DrManoj Rajoria. TheMinister said the gov-
ernmenthadreceivedcertainrepresentations
fromvariousquartersforbringinginaUCCas

envisagedunderArticle44.
OnMarch3, 2016,whenCongressMPsK

VThomasandPatoleaskedifthegovernment
had started consultationswith stakeholders
onUCC,Gowdareplied,“Inviewoftheimpor-
tanceof thesubjectmatterandsensitivity in-
volved,widerconsultationwithstakeholders
wouldbe required for taking further steps in
this regard and itmaynot be possible to lay
downanyrigidtimeframeinthematter.”
On July 28, 2016,Minister of State onPP

Chaudhary too highlighted the need of “in-
depth studyof theprovisionsof variousper-
sonallawsgoverningdifferentcommunities”.
Hewas replying to a question raised by five
members—DrThokchomMeinya,ChanduLal
Sahu, C N Jayadevan, Jayadev Galla and Ch
MallaReddy.Insubsequentreplies,Chaudhary
reiteratedtheneedforan“in-depthstudy”on
fouroccasions—March15andMarch29,2017,
andMarch28andApril4,2018.

Stress on consultations
Duringitscurrenttermsince2019,thegov-

ernmenthasgivenwrittenrepliesonUCCon
atleastfiveoccasions.
On July 17, 2019, in a reply to a question

fromRamapati RamTripathi (BJP), thenLaw
MinisterRaviShankarPrasadsaid,“Inviewof
theimportanceofthesubjectmatterandsen-
sitivity involved,andthematter requiring in-
depth studyof theprovisionsof variousper-
sonal lawsgoverningdifferent communities,
theGovernmenthad requested the21st Law
Commissionof India toundertake examina-
tionof various issues relating touniformcivil
codeandtomakerecommendationthereon”.
WhenDushyant Singh (BJP) asked if the

governmentplans to introduceaBill onUCC,
PrasadsaidonSeptember16,2020:“Article44
oftheConstitutionofIndiastatesthatthestate
shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a
UniformCivilCodethroughouttheterritoryof
India. TheGovernment is committed tohon-
ourthisConstitutionalmandate.However,this
requireswidescaleconsultations.”
Lastweek,LawMinisterKirenRijijutoldLok

SabhathattheBJP’sviewonUCCshouldbecon-
sideredtheviewof thegovernment.Replying
to Janardan Singh Sigriwal (BJP) andAdoor
Prakash(Congress)onJuly22,RijijusaidinLok
Sabha:“Therearesomewritpetitionspending
intheHon’bleSupremeCourt...regardinguni-
formcivilcode.Sincethematterissub-judice,no
decisionon implementationof uniformcivil
codeinthecountryhasbeentakenasofnow.”
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MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
CHANDIGARH,AUGUST1

A TWO-YEAR-OLDArmy dog named Axel
waskilled inthe lineofduty in Jammuand
Kashmir on July 30while taking part in a
searchoperationwithaRashtriyaRiflesbat-
talion. Axel was given a ceremonial guard
of honour by theArmybefore his burial in
theArmyDogUnitheserved in

The lastmission
Axel,servinginthe26ArmyDogUnitin

the Kashmir Valley, was deployed on a
searchmissionduringananti-terroroper-
ationbeingcarriedoutbythe29Rashtriya
Rifles. While he was clearing the rooms
where suspected terroristswereholedup,
one of the terrorists in hiding shot him. A
postmortem conducted at the 54 Army
Veterinary Hospital revealed that he had
morethantenbulletwoundsandafracture

of the femur.
Axelwas honoured at a ceremonyheld

by HQs 10 Sector Rashtriya Rifles where
wreaths were laid by the General Officer
CommandingKilo Forceof RashtriyaRifles
andotherseniorofficers.Hewaslaterburied
intheunitgroundsof26ArmyDogUnit.

Dog units in Army
InastatementinParliamentin2019,the

Minister of State for Defence had said the
Army had 25 full dog units and two half
units.Afulldogunitcomprises24dogsand
a half unit has 12. The various breeds in
these units include Labradors, German
Shepherds, Belgian Malinois and Great
MountainSwissDogs.Axelwasreportedly
aBelgianMalinoisbreeddog.

Their training and duties
Armydogs perform a variety of duties,

includingguardduty,patrolling,sniffingout
explosives such as Improvised Explosive

Devices(IEDs),minedetection,sniffingout
contrabanditems,assaultingpotential tar-
gets, avalanchedebris detection. Theyalso
participateinsearchoperationsforfugitives
andterrorists inhiding.
EachArmydoghasahandlerwhois re-

sponsible for itswell-being, and to guide it

throughthevarioustasks ithastoperform.
Army dogs are trained at the Remount

andVeterinaryCorpsCentre andSchool in
Meerut,where adog training school came
upin1960.Basedonthebreedandaptitude
ofthedogs,theyaretrainedinvariousskills
beforebeing inducted.

Service in the Army
Army dogs are in service for around

eight years before they are retired. There
wasanearlierpracticeofeuthanisingArmy
dogs after they were no longer in active
service. This information cameout in a re-
plytoanRTIqueryin2015,leadingtoapub-
lic uproar, followingwhich the policywas
amended. Army dogs are no longer put to
permanent sleep.
APILhadbeenfiled inDelhiHighCourt

in 2016, and then Additional Solicitor
GeneralSanjayJainhadsubmittedadecla-
rationsayingthatthepolicyofeuthanising
the animalswas being amended and that
retireddogswouldberehabilitated.

Decorations for bravery
In the Indian Army, animals, including

dogs,areeligibletobeawardedtheChiefof
ArmyStaffCommendationCard,ViceChief
of Staff Commendation Card as well as
General Officer Commanding in Chief

Commendation Card for their acts of gal-
lantryaswell asdistinguishedservice.
The dog handlers are eligible for gal-

lantry medals as well, and have been
awarded Shaurya Chakra and SenaMedal
while taking part in operationswith their
dogs.
In the United Kingdom, the highest

awardforanimalsinmilitaryorpoliceserv-
ice is the PDSADickinMedal. It was insti-
tuted in 1943 byMaria Dickin, founder of
People’sDispensaryforSickAnimals(PDSA)
foranyanimaldisplayingconspicuousgal-
lantry and devotion to dutywhile serving
with British armed forces or civil emer-
gencyservices.ThebronzeDickinMedal is
embossedwith words ‘For Gallantry” on
onesideand“WeAlsoServe”on theother.
In the US, there is aMedal of Bravery,

whichisawardedtoanimalsandwasinsti-
tuted in2019. TheUSalsohas aK-9Medal
ofcouragewhichhasbeeninstitutedbythe
AmericanHumaneAssociation.

Civil code and govt stance
SIMPLYPUT

Previousregimeswerereluctanttointerferewithpersonal laws.Of late,govthasbeenunderliningtheneed
forwiderconsultations,andwhatArticle44saysonUCC.RepliesinParliamentreflecttheevolvingstance.

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST1

GROSSGSTcollectionshaverisen28%year-on-
year toRs 1,48,995 crore for July (for sales in
June), the secondhighest level since the July
2017rolloutoftheindirecttaxregime,datare-
leased by the FinanceMinistry onMonday
showed.Thehighinflationrateandbuoyancy
inconsumptionpatternstriggeredbytheeco-
nomic recovery, alongside greater enforce-
ment actions against anti-evasion activities,
havecontributedtotheriseinGSTcollections.
TheFinanceMinistrysaidthejumpinGST

revenuedisplaysa“veryhighbuoyancy”,and
“impactofvariousmeasurestakenbythe(GST)
Council...toensurebettercompliance”.Better
reporting,alongwiththeeconomicrecovery,
“hasbeenhavingapositiveimpactontheGST
revenuesonaconsistentbasis”,itsaid.Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamansaidlastmonth
thatRs1.40 lakhcrore isnowthe“roughbot-
tomline”formonthlyGSTrevenuecollections.

What the jump signifies
“GSTcollectionsreportedahealthytrend,

risingforthesecondmonthinarow,withthe
28%YoYrisebeingafunctionoftheeconomic
recovery,bettercompliance,aswellaselevated

inflation,”AditiNayar,ChiefEconomistatICRA,
said.“WiththeheadlineGSTcollectioninJuly
2022exceedingourmonthlyaverageforecast
of Rs 1.45 trillion for this year,we foresee an
upsideofRs1.15trillionrelativetotheFY2023
forCGSTcollections,”shesaid.
After the compensation regime for states

endedinJune2022, thehigherGSTgrowthis
expectedtoeasetherevenueconcernsofsome
statesgoingforward.However,statesthatde-
pend heavily on compensation may find
FY2023tobechallenging,andsomemayeven
resorttohigherenforcementactionstoshore
uprevenue,expertssaid.
Under The Goods and Services Tax

(CompensationtoStates)Act,2017,stateswere
guaranteedcompensationatthecompounded
rate of 14% from the base year 2015-16 for
losses arising due to implementation of the
taxationregime for fiveyearsafter its rollout.
ThisperiodendedonJune30.TheGSTCouncil
meeting in Junedidnot take anydecision to
extendthecompensationmechanism,despite
demandsmadebyatleastadozenstates.
Withthecompensationregimeending,au-

thoritiesaretakingmoreenforcementrelated
measures. Vivek Jalan, Partner, Tax Connect
Advisory, said, “It is understood that revenue
targets havebeen set for the state officers as
well,whichtheywouldnowtrytoachieve. It

isimportanttonotethatevenifadealerisreg-
isteredwith theCentre, the state can still in-
vestigateitonaspecific issueandviceversa.”
Sincestateswillnolongerbecompensated

forshortfallinrevenues,SGSTdepartmentsof
stateshavebeengettingaggressiveoncollec-
tions, Jalan said. “Industry-wise actionhasof
latebeenanareaofinteresttotherevenueau-
thorities.Therefore, it is imperativefor indus-
trycaptainstokeepaclosewatchondevelop-
mentsintheirindustry,”Jalansaid.
AbhishekJain,Partner,IndirectTax,KPMG

India, said, “Theseconsistenthighcollections
indicaterecoveryfromthepandemic,andcan
alsobeattributedtoinflationandtightchecks
and balances implemented by the govern-
ment.Further,withrationalisationsbeingim-
plemented subsequent to the recent GST
Councilmeet, thesenumbersmaygoup fur-
therinthecomingmonths.”

Break-up of revenues
Before this, collectionshad touched their

highest-everlevelofRs1.68lakhcroreinApril
2022 for year-end sales inMarch. This is the
sixth timethatmonthlyGSTcollectionshave
crossedRs1.40lakhcrore,andthefifthmonth
inarowsinceMarch2022.Collections in July
2021stoodatRs1,16,393crore.
A total 7.45 crore e-waybillswere gener-

atedinJune,comparedwith7.36croreinMay.
TheaveragemonthlygrossGSTcollection

forthefirst fourmonthsof2022-23hasbeen
Rs 1.50 lakh crore; the corresponding figure
lastfiscalwasRs1.12lakhcrore.
Revenue from import of goodswas 48%

higher in Julycompared to lastyear; revenue
fromdomestictransactions(includingimport
ofservices)was22%higher.
ExceptDaman&Diu, Bihar, and Tripura,

which recorded a contraction, all other
states/UTsrecordedagrowthinGSTgenerated
intheirrespectiveregions.
OutofthegrossGSTrevenueofRs1,48,995

crore,CGST—thetaxleviedonintra-statesup-
pliesofgoodsandservicesbytheCentre—isRs
25,751 crore. SGST— the tax leviedon intra-
state supplies of goods and services by the
states—isRs32,807crore,theMinistrysaid.
IGST—thetaxleviedonallinter-statesup-

pliesofgoodsandservices—isRs79,518crore
(includingRs41,420crorecollectedonimport
of goods), andcess isRs10,920crore (includ-
ingRs995crorecollectedonimportofgoods).
The government has settled Rs 32,365

croretoCGSTandRs26,774croretoSGSTfrom
IGST.ThetotalrevenueoftheCentreandstates
inJulyafterregularsettlementisRs58,116crore
for CGST and Rs 59,581 crore for SGST, the
Ministrysaid.

3 reasons why GST collections are surging

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.com

THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,AUGUST2,2022

Drishti IAS

GENERAL STUDIES (P+M) FOUNDATION BATCH

Admissions Open (English Medium)

Karol Bagh, Delhi | Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi | Prayagraj | Jaipur

8010440440 www.drishtiias.com

Public AdministrationPolitical Science & IR Sociology Philosophy

Law History Geography Hindi Literature

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

HowArmy dogs are recruited and trained, andwhat duties they perform

Tributetothemortal
remainsofAxel, the
IndianArmy'sassault
dogshotdeadbya
terrorist inKashmiron
Sunday.

PTI

Twitter/NorthernCommand

TELLINGNUMBERS

OVER59LAKHcaseswerependinginthe
HighCourts until July 22, LawMinister
KirenRijijusaidinawrittenreplyinRajya
Sabhalastweek.Inreplytoanotherques-
tion,theMinistertableddataonwomen
judgesserving invariouscourts, includ-
ing4intheSupremeCourtand96inthe
HighCourts,asof July25.

Pendency of cases
Replying to a question fromDrCM

Ramesh(BJP)onJuly28,Rijijuprovided
a break-up for a backlog of 59,57,454
casesin25HighCourts.AllahabadHigh
Courthasthehighestnumberofpending
cases at over 10 lakh.Next are theHigh
CourtsofRajasthan(justover6lakh)and
Bombay(justunder6lakh).
Whilenoting that disposal of pend-

ingcases incourts iswithinthedomain
ofthejudiciary,andthatthegovernment
hasnodirectroleintheirdisposal,Rijiju
said: “The Central Government is fully
committed to speedy disposal of cases
in accordance with Article 21 of the
Constitution and reducing pendency.
TheGovernment has taken several ini-

tiativestoprovideanecosystemforfaster
disposalof casesbythejudiciary.”
He listed various initiatives such as

virtual courts and videoconferencing,
andfillingupofvacantpositions.

Women judges
TheMinisterpresentedthedetailson

womenjudges inreply toaquestionby
Dr Amee Yajnik (Congress). The 4
womenjudgesintheSupremeCourtare
against a sanctioned strength of 34
judges,andthe96womenjudgesinthe
High Courts are against a sanctioned
strengthof1,108judges.
Out of the 96women judges in the

HighCourts, Delhi andMadrasHCsbe-
tweenthemaccountforone-fourth,at12
women judges each. Telangana has 9
women judges, Bombay has 8, and
Calcutta andPunjab&Haryana have 7
each. FiveHCs—Manipur,Meghalaya,
Tripura,Patna,andUttarakhand—donot
haveasinglewomanjudge.
The Minister also tabled data on

women judges serving in district and
subordinatecourts.

13 E EXPLAINED
Over 59 lakh cases pending in

High Courts, and where 96
women judges are serving

CASES PENDING INHIGHCOURTS ALL INDIA: 59,57,454

WOMEN JUDGES IN HIGHER JUDICIARY
SUPREMECOURT: 4
Womenjudges HighCourts Total
12each Delhi,Madras 24
9 Telangana 9
8 Bombay 8
7each Calcutta,Punjab&Haryana 14
6each Gujarat,Kerala 12
5each Allahabad,Karnataka 10
4 AndhraPradesh 4
3 MadhyaPradesh 3
2each Gauhati,HimachalPradesh,

J&KandLadakh,Rajasthan 8
1each Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,Odisha,Sikkim 4
Nil Manipur,Meghalaya,Tripura,Patna,

Uttarakhand 0
Grandtotal 25HighCourts 96

*Asof July22,2022

Figuresasof July25,2022

HighCourt Pendingcases*
Allahabad 10,26,417
Rajasthan 6,05,215
Bombay 5,92,583
Madras 5,63,595
Punjab&Haryana 4,50,527
MadhyaPradesh 4,17,003
Karnataka 2,96,965

HighCourt Pendingcases*
Telangana 2,58,932
Patna 2,20,403
AndhraPradesh 2,35,482
Calcutta 2,15,859
Odisha 1,85,567
Gujarat 1,58,512
Delhi 1,05,814

WOMEN JUDGES IN DISTRICT& SUBORDINATE COURTS

Civil judges Civil judges District
(juniordivision) (seniordivision) judges
All India 3,719 All India 1,611 All India 1,435
UP 404 UP 170 UP 220
Maharashtra 346 Maharashtra 139 Rajasthan 126
MP 300 MP 133 Maharashtra 112
Rajasthan 260 Rajasthan 121 TamilNadu 112
Bihar 256 Karnataka 120 MP 103

Figuresasof July25,2022 Source:Ministryof Law&Justice,RajyaSabhareply

In their respective termsasLawMinister,bothHRBhardwaj (left)andArunJaitley
spokeof a“consistent”policynot to interfere inpersonal lawsofminorities.Archive
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
PNIT No.: 11/EE-JRN/PWD/2022-23 Dated : 29-07-2022

The Executive Engineer, Jirania Division,
PWD(R&B), West Tripura on behalf of the
‘Governor of Tripura’, invites online
percentage rate e-tender for the following
work:

1. Name of work: “Strengthening of road
from College Chowmuhani (NH-08) to
NIT Agartala (Ch. 0.00 m to Ch 3350 m)
under Majlishpur Constituency
Assembly.”

2. Estimated Cost: Rs. 10,01,24,526.00.

3. Bid Fee: Rs. 10,000.00

4. Last date & time for online Bidding:
29-08-2022 upto 3:00 PM
Note: The bid forms and other details
including online activities should be
done in the e-procurement portal
https://tripuratenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Jirania Division, PWD(R&B),
ICA-C-1602-22 West Tripura.

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,MohdAsraf S/oShoukatAli
R/oH.No.-301, Lancer Road,
Timarpur, Delhi have changed
myname toMohadAsraf, for
all purposes. 0040625063-1

II,,Manoj Kumar S/o Late Fakir
ChandResidence-E-325,
Mangolpuri, Delhi-83 have
changedmyminor daughter
nameDivyanshi toDivyanshi
Shresth for all futurepurpose.

0070797210-1

II,,Manoj Kumar S/OBaldevRaj
R/oHNOE-181 East of kailash
Delhi 110065have changedmy
name toManoj Kathuria for all
purposes 0040625007-1

II,,Manoj KumarChauhanS/o
LateMangeRamChauhanR/o
H.No-260, Hari Nagar, Ashram,
Delhi-110014, have changedmy
name toManoj Chauhan for all
futurepurposes. 0070797208-1

II,,MahenderKumar S/oOm
PrakashSardanaR/o.H.No.
1766, Sector-45, Near Euro
International School, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122003have changed
myname toMahenderKumar
Sardana for all future
purposes. 0070797207-1

II,, KhalidAhmedKhanS/o late
NizamKhanR/o. E-61 Sector-6,
NOIDA, Gautambuddhanagar-
201301hereby change the
nameofmyson fromBhaktiyar
Khan toBakhtiyar KhalidKhan
for all futurepurpose..

0070797227-1

II,, KaboolaDeviW/oLate. Gyan
Singh, (ArmyNo.-9204567) R/o
Village, Post-Bilsuri,
Sikandrabad, Dist.-
Bulandshahr, U.P., declare that
myYear of Birth hasbeen
wronglymentioned- as 1945 in
theArmyRecordofmy
husband.Myactual date-of-
birth is-10/05/1942whichmay
be amendedaccordingly.

0070797219-1

II,, JasleenKaurKohli@ Jasleen
ChadhaD/oSh. Baljit Singh
KohliW/oSh. GurmeetChadha,
R/o 7214, Tower-7, ATSOne
Hamlet, Sec-104, Noida—
201301, Uttar Pradeshhave
changedmyname to Jasleen
Chadha for all futurepurposes.

0040625017-1

II,, Girija DeviW/oShri Ramesh
KumarR/oE-130, Shastri
Market, SouthMoti Bagh,New
Delhi-110021, have changedmy
name toGirja. 0040625006-1

II,, Ayushi SahuD/OBhavSingh
SahuR/OKLPIII/6Air force
HindanGhaziabadUP201004
have changedmyname to
Ayushi SinghSahu vide
affidavit dated 28.06.22 before
notary Ghaziabad.

0070797183-1

II,, AshimaW/oDeepakGupta,
R/o 10/21, Kalkaji Extn., New
Delhi-110019, have changedmy
name toAshimaGupta for all
purposes 0040625007-2

II VirenderKumarPahuja S/o
RamChandPahujaR/o Flat. No.
202, Tower-3, NRI Residency,
Sector-45Noida, G.B.NagarU.P-
201301have changedmyname
toVirender Pahuja for all the
futurepurposes. 0070797233-1

II SunitaKumariW/oRajesh
KumarR/o Flat. No.D-504 Indian
Oil Apartment, Sector-62,
Noida, G.B.NagarU.P-201301,
haveChangedmyname to
SunitaDevi for all the future
purposes. 0070797216-1

II ShilpaD/oSanjeevKumarand
W/oAmit Bedi R/oK-61/62,
Block-K, Kirti Nagar, Delhi-
110015, have changedmyname
toShilpaBedi 0070797228-1

II Rakshi FahimW/O, Syed Javed
FahimR/oB-165,blockBNew
AshokNagarDelhi 110096have
changedmyname toRakhshi
Fahim for all purposes.

0040625083-1

II Prashant S/oSh. RajkumarR/o
18/36, TrilokPuri, Chilla Saroda
Khadar, East Delhi, Delhi -
110091have changedmyname
toPrashantGupta.

0070797184-1

II RajeshKumarGupta s/o Late
Shri N. LGuptaR/o 32Gali No. 5
J Extn. LaxmiNagarDelhi-
110092 havechanged thename
ofmyminor sonKrishnaGupta
age 15 years fromKrishna
Gupta toKrishnGupta for all
futurepurposes 0040625011-1

IIMayankShriyans Jain S/oSh.
ShriyansKumar JainR/o 09184 ;
ATSAdvantage, AhinsaKhand-
I,Indirapuram,Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201014have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughter fromTaneshaalias
TaneshaMayank Jain to
Tanesha Jain for all purposes.

0040624999-5

II Jagrit VermaS/oBenuKumar
R/o-WZ-24A, Gali-No.-15, Sant
Garh, TilakNagar, Delhi-110018
have changedmyname to
Jagrit Kumar. 0070797214-1

II GaganChawlaS/oSh. Chander
PrakashChawlaR/oB-5/15,
PaschimVihar, NewDelhi-
110063have changed thename
ofmyminor son fromAgastya
Chawla to ShivanshChawla for
all purposes. 0040624999-4

II,, TenpaTseringS/OLate
Mr.NgawangSherab, R/o-
H.No.71, Block-3, Old-Camp,New
ArunaNagar,MajnuKaTilla,
Delhi-110054,inform that name
ofmineandmy father and
mother hasbeenWrongly-
writtenasTenpaTseringBhutia
andNgawangSherab
Bhutia,Dikyi PalmoBhutia inmy
Passport bearing-No.E7635020
theactual nameofmine,andmy
father andmother are Tenpa
Tsering, NgawangSherab,
DickeyPalmo,and in futuremy
correct-name is TenpaTsering.

0040625078-1

II Avni GuptaD/oRishi Gupta and
W/oAnuj PethiaR/o 25/66
Shakti Nagar,MalkaGanj,
Delhi-110007, have changedmy
name toAvniGuptaPethia

0070797192-1

I,MONASINGHW/OSHRI
CHANCHALR/O.11/143, TRILOK
PURIDELHI-110091,have
changedmyminor-sonname
SHRESTH toSHRESTH
SINGH,for all purposes.

0040625115-1

I,Devender,S/oRambir,R/o
VPO.,Rattanthal,Tehsil
Kosli,RattanThal
(180),Rewari(Haryana)-
123301,have changedmyname
toDevenderChauhan,for all
Purposes. 0040625103-5

IItt is for general information that
I,RAVINDERPALSINGH,S/O
J.S.WALIAR/O.H.NO.-N-49A,
LAXMI-
NAGAR,SHAKARPUR,EAST-
DELHI,DELHI-110092,declare
that nameofmy-wife hasbeen
wrongly-writtenasRAJINDER
KAUR inmyminor-daughter’s
ISHMEETKAURaged-17-years
in her Educational-
Documents.Theactual-name
ofmy-wife is RAJENDER
KAUR,whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040625115-10

IItt is for general information that
BinduAhlawatD/oShri J. S.
KadyanandEx.W/oShriMohit
Ahlawat residingatHouseNo
9837,Sector-C,Pocket -9,Vasant
Kunj,NewDelhi -110070,declare
that I got divorce frommy
husbandvide courtDecreeNo
H.M.A. No 310/2001dated 27-
08-2001 Further I remarried
withMr.MaheshKumar
SharmavideMarriage
CertificateRegistrationNo-
ADM(SW)/2001/517dated
05/12/2001. Hence forth I have
changedmynameshall
hereafter beKnownasBindu
Kadyan. 0040625123-2

IItt Is ForGeneral Information
That I,Javed,S/o-
Samsuddin,ResidingAt,B-
144,Gali No.13/7,Sunehari-
Masjid,Kanti Nagar
Extn.Krishna-Nagar,Delhi-
110051,Declare ThatNameOf
MineHasBeenWrongly-
WtittenAsMohd.Rahis InMy
Minor-Daughter
Ummulvra(14Years) School-
Record. TheActual-NameOf
Mine Is Javed.WhichMayBe
AmendedAccordingly.

0040625115-9

I,PardeepKumar,S/oDesh
Raj,R/o-578, Rishi-Nagar,Rani-
Bagh,Delhi-110034,have
changedmyname toPradeep,
for all Purposes. 0040625103-2

II KiranYadavW/oAjayYadav
R/o Flat no. 905blockACharms
CastleNH58Rajnagar
extension 201017, have
changedmyname toKirna
Yadav. 0070797182-1

II,,YYAASSHHOODDAAW/OSURESH
KUMAR, RESIDENT-
615/13,JANTACOLONY,NEAR-
BALVIKASH
SCHOOL,SONIPAT,HARYANA
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
YASODHA. 0040625107-10

II,,WWAANNTTOODEVIW/OCHANDER
BHANRESIDENTVILLAGE-
TANDA,DISTT-SONIPAT-
131023,HARYANAHAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOBANTO
DEVI. 0040625107-9

II,,VViinneeeett ChaubeyS/o
TarkeshwarChaubeyR/o-
Ward-No.10, Singahi, Rajmilan,
Singrauli,MP-486886have
changedmyname toVineet
KumarChaubey. 0040625126-3

II,,VViijjaayy Singh,S/oHawa
Singh,R/o.H.No. 57,Gali.No.-
6,Near-SheetlaGasGodown,
Ashok-Vihar Phase-3,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changedmy
name toVijay Singh
Sheoran,for all Purposes.

0040625103-1

II,,VViijjaayy Pal s/oBrij Lal Sethi,R/o
6/173, Geeta-Colony, Delhi-
110031,have changedmyname
toVijayPal Sethi permanently.

0040625128-5

II,,VVIIDDYYAADDHHAARRS/OMOTI LALR/O
HNO.125-126,2ND-FLOOR,PKT-
B-6,SECTOR-3,ROHINI,DELHI-
110085. CHANGEDMYNAMETO
VIDYADHARSINGHAL.

0040625128-1

II,, TTiirrtthh Raj Rai, S/o- DharmNath,
R/o- 60-H, CBI Colony, Vasant
Vihar, NewDelhi-110057, have
changedmyson’s name from
AARYANSINGH toARYAN
SINGH, for all futurepurposes.

0040625115-5

II,,TTaarraannnnuummBano,W/o-Riyaz
Uddin,R/oD-1202,BPTP-Park
Serene,Sector-37D,
Gurugram(Haryana)-
122006,have changedmyname
toTarannum, for all Purposes.

0040625103-4

II,,SSuurrjjeeeett Kumar S/oSitaRam
R/oB-137Ambika Enclave
Nangloi N.Delhi-110041,
changedmyname toSujeet
Kumar. 0040625115-4

II,,SSuunniill kumarKashyap,S/oBabu
Lal R/oR-912-913,JJ
Colony,Raghubir Nagar, delhi-
110027,have changedmyname
toSunil kumar. 0040625115-6

II,,SShhaaiillaajjaaNandini Khanna
D/o,IC-4783 LTGEN Inderjit
KhannaR/o,8/6,Jangpura-
B,MathuraRoad,Delhi-14,have
changedmyname toShailaja
Khannavideaffidavit dt.
01.08.22,before.Delhi.

0040625115-3

II,, Shivam (S/oMukeshKumar
Jain&Rachna Jain) resident of
E- 106, SatyaShanti Apartment
(EktaApartment), Sector-13,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changedmynameshivam to
shivam jain, in future known
measSHIVAMJAIN for all
purposes. 0040625010-1

II,, SaravottamPrakashSinghS/o
Wazir SinghR/oD-1/125 First
Floor Janakpuri NewDelhi have
changedmynameas
SaravottamParkash
permanently 0040625081-1

II,,SSaarriittaaW/oSatishBhati R/o
Hari NagarVillage,Jaitpur
Road,Badarpur,NewDelhi-
110044,have changedmyname
SaritaBhati,for all purposes.

0040625107-1

II,,SSAAUURRAABBHHKUMAR,S/oUMESH
BEHARIMATHUR,R/o.Flat-
236,Sharon-Tower, Gaur
Saundarayan,Greater-Noida-
West-
201306,G.B.Nagar(UP)have
changedmyname toSAURABH
MATHUR. 0040625128-3

II,,SSAAIINNUULLAABBDDEEEENN
SHAMSUDEEN,S/O
SHAMSUDEEN(Late)R/O-
PALLICKEL
HOUSE,THENKURISSI
(Post),PALAKKAD
(Dist),KERALA-678671,Have
changedmy
name,from”SAINULABDEEN
SHAMSUDEEN”TO”SAINULABD
EENS”Vide-affidavit,dated-
01Aug-22. 0040625112-8

II,,RRuucchhiirr Kathuria,S/oAbhay
Kathuria,R/oH-2/21DL F
Phase-1,GurgaonHaryana
122002,HaveChangedmy
name toRuchier Kathuria,for
all purposes. 0040625107-3

II,,RRaahhuull Goel R/o.A-1/39,
S.F.Mianwali Nagar,NewDelhi-
110087,have changedmySon’s
name,fromAdyamGoel to
BhuvikGoel. 0040625103-11

II,,RROOMMIILLAASUNDARESAN,D/O-
SH.SAMITKUMAR
MAJUMDAR,R/O-
FLAT.NO.302,TOWER-3,N.R.I
RESIDENCY,NEXTTOPRATEEK
STYLOME,SECTOR-45
NOIDA,DISTT-GAUTAMBUDH
NAGAR,U.P-201303,HAVE
CHANGEMYNAMETOROMILA
SUNDARESAN,FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040625128-4

II,,RRIITTAADEVI/RITARANIW/O
VIDYADHARSINGHALR/O
HNO.125-126,2ND-FLOOR,PKT-
B-6,SECTOR-3,ROHINI,DELHI-
110085.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
REETASINGHAL. 0040625128-2

II,,RRHHEEAAD/OMANOJSHARMA,R/O
VPO-DOBRADISTT-JHUNJHUNU
RAJASTHAN-333031,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME,FROM
RHEATORHEASHARMA,VIDE-
AFFIDAVITDATED-
01/08/2022,BEFORENCT-DELHI.

0040625112-7

II,,RRAAJJEEEEVVGUPTA,S/ORADHE
SHAMGARG, RESIDENT-
1159,SECTOR-
15,SONIPAT,HARYANA,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETORAJIV
GUPTA. 0040625107-8

II,,PPrroommiillaa KumariW/o Jitender
Kumar SharmaR/oPost-Office
Holog05/12Dhami Tehsil-
ShimlaBajhyar(27)
Shimla(H.P) havechangedmy
name fromPromila Sharma to
PromilaKumari for all future
purposes. 0040625014-2

II,,PPRRAATTHHIIVVIIRRAAJJ,,SS//oo--MMAANNIIRRAAMM
KASANAR/o-NOIDANEARDPS
INDIRAPURAM,
MAHIUDDINPURKANAWANI
GAUTAMBUDHANAGAR,UP-
201307,CHANGEDMYNAMETO
PRITHVIRAJKASANA.

0040625126-5

II,,PPRRAAHHEELLAADDKUMAR,S/O
GOVINDRAM R/OZ-19, PHASE-
5, AYANAGAR, SOUTHDELHI
110047,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOPRAHELADKUMAR
JAJLI. 0040625107-4

II,,NNiisshhaanntt S/oRajesh
Sablania,R/oWZ-18, 3rd
Floor,Hari SinghParkMultan
NagarDelhi-56,have changed
myname toNishant Sablania.

0040625126-4

II,,NNiiddhhiiW/o-ArunUniyal,R/o.C-
75,StreetNo.-6,Near-Banquet
Hall,VillageWazirabad,
Delhi,have changedmyminor
daughter name,from Jia to Jia
Uniyal,for all Purposes.

0040625103-3

II,,MMoohhaammmmaaddMateen,S/o
NasimuddinR/o-182
Mimla,Nehtaur Bijnor,Uttar
Pradesh-246733,have changed
myname toMateen,for all
futurepurposes 0040625115-7

II,,MMeehhaakkAneja,D/oRakesh
KumarUppal R/oH.No.145A,
CC-BLOCK,Shalimar Bagh
Delhi-110088,have changedmy
name toMehakUppal for
all,purposes. 0040625126-2

II,,MMddHasnulHoda,S/O.Mohd
AbulHashan,R/O.Near-Ram
MeharColony,Gali No-1,
Sector-49, Village.Barola,Noida
UP-201301,have changedmy
name toMohammadHasnul
Hoda 0040625126-6

II,,MMOONNAASINGHW/OSHRI
CHANCHALR/O11/143,TRILOK
PURI,DELHI -110091,have
changedmyminor-sonname
JYESTH to JYESTHSINGH,for all
purposes. 0040625115-2

II,,MMOOHHDDYUNUS,S/OMOHD
YUSUF,R/OC-103, GALI.NO-1,
KHASRA.NO-80,CHAND
BAGH,DELHI-110094,HAVE
CHANGEDMYDAUGHTER’S
NAMESOFIHASANTOSOFIA
HASAN. 0040625103-6

II,,MMOOHHDDYUNUS,S/OMOHD
YUSUF,R/OC-103GALI.NO-1,
KHASRA.NO-80, CHAND
BAGH,DELHI-110094,HAVE
CHANGEDMYSON’SNAME
MOHDYAFI TOMOHDYASIR.

0040625103-7

II,,MMAAMMTTAAW/OSH.PURSHOTAM
LAL,R/OWZ-12A,GALI
NO.6,KRISHNAPURI TILAK-
NAGAR,WESTDELHI-
110018,have changedmyname
bhawna toMAMTA,for all
futurePurposes. 0040625112-9

II,, RAJEEVS/O ISHWARDASS
MADAN, R/O-C-501,
RAJASTHANAPTPLOT-36,SEC-
4, DWARKA,DELHI, HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMEFROM
RAJEEVTORAJEEVMADANFOR
ALL FUTUREOFFICIAL
PURPOSES. ALSO INMY10TH
CLASSCBSECERTIFIACTE
(ROLL.NO-03256)MYFATHER
NAMEHASWRONGLYWRITTEN
AS IDMADAN INSTEADOFMY
FATHERFULLNAME IS ISHWAR
DASSMADAN. 0040625042-1

II,,KKrriisshhaannGopal,S/o-Late
LaxmanDaas,R/o-Shakti
Khand-2,PlotNo-219BS,
Floor,Indirapuram,Ghaziabad-
201014,U.P.,have changedmy
nameKrishanGopal Dodeja for
all purposes. 0040625123-1

II,,JJiitteennddeerr Kumar SharmaS/o
SatishChander SharmaR/o
Post-OfficeHolog05/12Dhami
Tehsil-ShimlaBajhyar(27)
Shimla(H.P) have changedmy
name fromJitender Sharma to
JitenderKumar Sharma for all
futurepurposes 0040625014-4

II,,JJaattiinn KumarGarg,S/o-Shyam
LalGargR/o-31,Gujranwala
Town,Part-II,Delhi-110009, have
changedmyname to JATIN
GARG,for all,futurepurpose.

0040625107-2

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo KnownAsPinki,D/o
Vir BahadurRai,Residing
At,H.No.2731,StreetNo.6-
A,Raghubarpura.No.2,Gandhi-
Nagar,Delhi-110031,Have
ChangedMyNameAndShall
Hereafter BeKnownAsAhana
Rai. 0040625115-8

II,,HHiirraa Lal S/o LateMithu Lal R/o
ATS-Greens-1, A-86, FlatNo.C-
102, Sector-50, Noida
G.B.Nagar(U.P) havechanged
myname toHira LalNayyar for
all futurepurposes.

0040625014-1

II,,HHaarrsshhW/o-RajeshKumar,R/o
H.No.810-B,Pocket-2,Paschim-
Puri,Delhi-63,have changedmy
name toHarshBala,for all
purposes. 0040625103-8

II,,HHaarriisshhR/o.B-190,Lok
Vihar,Pitampura,Delhi-34,have
changedmyminor son’s name
FromRianKhanna toRiaan
Khanna. 0040625103-9

II,,GGaaggaannddeeeepp SinghKhatter,S/O
Mohinder SinghKhatter,R/O,J
13/67,Rajouri Garden,New
Delhi-110027,Have changedour
minor Son’sName,From
NirvaanKhatter toNirvaan
SinghKhatter. 0040625107-5

II,,DDeeeeppaa Sharma,W/oVishal,R/o
B-133,MIG-Flats,East of Loni
Road,Delhi-110093,have
changedmyminor-son
name,fromRudrakshaged 13-
years toRudrakshSharma,for
all purposes. 0040625126-7

II,,DDaakksshhKumar,S/o
Narender,R/o
H.no.19,kh.no.382/204,Saidulaj
ab,Delhi-110030,have changed
myname toDakshChoudhary.

0040625107-7

II,,CChhaanndduu Lal KushwahaR/o-
100/28RajapurVillage, Delhi-
110085, changedmyminor
son’s name fromKaran to
KaranKushwaha for all
purposes. 0040625012-1

II,,AAjjaaii SinghSengarR/oE-255,
Sector-36, Noida(U.P) have
changedmyson’s name from
Aniket Singh toAniket Sengar
for all purposes 0040625014-3

II,,AAhhiillyyaa andAkhilyaW/o
BindeshwarR/o.127,Village
Rajapur,Sect-9,Rohini,Delhi-
85,bothnamesbelong same
person i.emyself.

0040625103-10

II,,AANNJJUUW/ORAJESHSACHDEVA
R/OAH-7,SHALIMAR
BAGH,DELHI-110088.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOANJU
SACHDEVAFORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040625126-1

II,,AAAASSHHIISSHHLOVIYAL, S/o-
BALWANTLOBIYAL,ADDRESS.B-
32,GALI.NO-12,HARPHOOL
VIHAR JAI
VIHAR,NAJAFGARH,NEW-
DELHI-110043, Changedmy
name toAASHISHLOBIYAL.

0040625107-6

II,, hitherto knownas LAXMIW/o
GhanshyamSharmaR/oWZ-
1391, Nangal Raya, SouthWest,
Delhi-110046, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownas ANJALI SHARMA. It is
certified that I have compiled
with other legal requirements
in this connection.

0040625008-1

II,, YOGESHKUMARS/oSh. Babu
Lal R/o 10819/17, PartapNagar,
Delhi-110006havechangedmy
name toYogesh Lalawat at for
all futurepurposes.

0040624997-1

II,, Virat Kumar S/oKrishna
MohanSinghR/o.G-46, Sector-
56, Noida, U.P., have changed
myson’s name fromAdvik
SinghVirat to Adviik Singh
Virat for all futurepurposes.

0070797217-1

II,, PratimaSinghW/oAnjani
Kumar SinghR/oP-36,Main
PalamVihar Road, Bijwasan,
Delhi-110061, have changedmy
minor daughter’s name from
Deepikaaged 15 years to Jiya
Singh forever 0070797230-1

II,, PragyaDixit,W/oPiyush
Tripathi, R/oD-148, Delta 1, D
BlockGreaterNoida 201308
have changedmyname to
PragyaTripathi 0070797179-1

II,, PinkeyKumariW/oAjay
KumarPrasadR/oB-38A, Shiv
Park, Khanpur, Delhi-110062,
have changedmyname to
Pinki Devi, for all purposes.

0040624996-1

II,, NoorAfsa, D/O IFTEKHAR
AHMEDR/oB-8/72 STREETNO5
KABIRNAGAR. Delhi-110094
have changedmyname to
NoorAfsha. 0070797175-1

II,,MukeshKumar SharmaS/o
Late LalaRamR/oB-109, Gali
no.2, Village-Gazipur, Delhi-
110096 have changedmyname
toMukeshSharma for all
futurepurposes. 0040625110-1

MMyyoriginal-documents of
Property.No.B-749,Budh-
Nagar,J.J.Colony,Inderpuri,
New-Delhi-110012,in thename
of Late Sh.PannaLal hasbeen
lost.finder contact:Satish
Kumar,S/o,Late.Panna Lal
Mobile-No:7838175617.

0040625126-10

MMrrss PunamSethiw/oShShyam
KumarSethi R/oE-4/68, 3rd
Floor Sector-16Rohini New
Delhi 110088.I have lostmy
original documents namely
ProvisionAllotment letter
dated 13.02.2012quamy
property bearingnumberKM-
00011006 inKosmossat Jaypee
Kosmossat JaypeeGreens,
Noida. E fir has alreadybeen
taken for the same

0040625126-9

II,, ChandraMohanArora,S/o
(Late) Sh.GangaBishan,R/oC-
49A,MahendruEnclave, G.T.
Karnal Road,Delhi-110033,PAN
No.AAFPM6397P, have lost 2400
SharesofM/sSukhjit Starch&
Chemicals Ltd.,Phagwara
whichwereheld inmy
name,Vide FolioNo.11770with
the followingCert.No.10180-
10183, Dist.No.545308-545507,
Cert.No.16359-16360,
Dist.No.709660-709759,
Cert.No.41583-41588.
Dist.No.1660633-1660932,
Cert.No.73431, Dist.No.5981542-
5982141Cert.No. 76069
Dist.No.7604361-7695560.If
foundplease informat above
addressorMob.No.9810081639.

0040625112-10

II,, Jyoti SharmaD/oMrsSharda
SharmaR/o 33B, 3rd Floor,
StreetNo. 3, OldArjunNagar,
Delhi have lostmycertificates
andmarksheets of 10th&12th
alsoDegreeandMarksheet of
Graduation. 0040625002-1

LLoossttmyOriginal Allotment cum
DemandLetter, BankChallan,
Possession Letter, Possession
Slip, Perpetual LeaseDeedof
PlotNo.809, Block-C, Pocket-I,
Sector-28, Rohini, Delhi-
42.FindermayContact-
GursharanKaur at
19D,HambranRoad,Sukhdev
Enclave, Ludhiana,Punjab

0040625085-1

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

II,, Sumit YadavS/o Inder Yadav
R/oSorkha, Sec-115, District-
G.B.NagarUP-201301, Inform
thatmyCBSEBoard 10th-class
marksheet (Roll number-
5361911, year-2015) has
actually been lost.

0070797209-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Smt.
SUMAN RANJAN W/O RAKESH
RANJAN is the owner of Flat
bearing No. A-45, SHIVAM
APARTMENTS, VIKAS PURI, NEW
DELHI, Have lost original SHARE
CERTIFICATE of her above Flat No.
A-45, Finder please contact aobve
address/Ph. 9212401707.

Sd/-
RAKESH KUMAR

Advocate
Enrl. No. D-3351/15

CH. NO. 556,
DWARKA COURT, COMPLEX,

DWARKA, NEW DELHI-75

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public At large hereby informed that my
clients Sh. Vijay kumar S/o Lt. Sh. Ratiram,
and his wife Smt. Rajesh Bala both R/o 51
WZ, Nimri Village Shastri Nagar, Ashok Vihar
HO, North West Delhi, Delhi-110052, has
debarred and disowned their younger son
namely Sh. Yash Kumar aged 24 years and
his wife namely Ms Rajni (Simran) D/o Lt.
Sh. Tilakraj, from all moveable and
immoveable properties due to their adamant,
arrogant and disrespectful behaviour and
also severed all their relations with them, if
anybody deals with them in any manner,
he/she shall do so at his/her own risk, costs
and consequences. My above said clients
shall not in any manner be liable and
responsible for the same.

Sd/-
DEEPAK KUMAR

ADVOCATE
Ch.No. 922, Rohini Court, Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Shri
Jata Shankar Mishra S/o Late Ram
Newaj Mishra R/o 21/74, Kalyan Puri,
Delhi had disowned and debarred
my son namely Pawan Kumar vide
Public Notice in Daily Newspaper
in Delhi Edition but now my son is
realized his mistake and is behaving
in proper manner and is under my
control and hence I hereby revoked
/ canceled the previous public notice
published against my son for his
previous act and conduct and my
client is not involved any illegal act.

(S.K. Mishra)
Patiala House Courts

New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client HADI
AHSAN S/O MOHAMMAD ZAINUL HAQE
R/O HOUSE NO. 1080, BLOCK-D1, GALI
NO. 1, SANGAM VIHAR, NEW DELHI-
110062 (AADHAAR CARD NO. 3286 5615
7673), has severed his relations with his
son namely MOHD. ALI debarred them
from all his movable and immovable
properties/ assets. If anybody deals with
them will do so at his/ her their own risk,
cost and responsibility my client will not
responsible for any kind of act done by
them with immediate effects.

Sd/-
VIRENDER SINGH HOODA

ADVOCATE
D/1914/2014

CHAMBER NO. 486 SAKET COURTS
COMPLEX, NEW DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Piyush Kumar Pandey S/o Sh.
Hari Om Pandey R/o RZ-77/78,
Flat No. 204, First Floor Back
Side, Street No. 5, Sukhi Ram
Park, Uttam Nagar, West Delhi,
Delhi-110059 hereby declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as Piyush Pandey in the
school record and birth certificate
of my minor daughter Aarna
Pandey aged 14 years. The
actual name of mine is Piyush
Kumar Pandey, which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients JOGINDER SINGH
KHALON AND SUKHVINDER KAUR
KHALON BOTH R/O 47-B, I- POCKET,
DILSAHD GARDEN, DELHI - 110095
severe all relations & disowned/
debarred their son DALBIR SINGH
KHALON & DAUGHTER- IN- LAW
TANYA SINGH AND GRAND CHILD
HARLEEN KHALON From all movable/
immovable property/ assets due to their
misbehavior. Anybody dealing with
them shall do at his own risk.

Sd/- (AKSHAY KUMAR)
ADVOCATE

Enrol. No. D/3416/2017,
Ch. No. 1219, Lawyer’s Chamber Block

Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the Public at Large that
my client Smt. Davinder Mohindra
W/o Late Shri M.P Mohindra R/o 3-
A/20, W.E.A. Karol Bagh, New Delhi
has abdicated debarred, disinherited
and disowned her son. Shri Rahul
Mohindra aged about 43 years, and
his wife Deepa Joshi from all her
movable and immovable properties
and my client has severed all her
relations with them. My client shall not
be responsible in any manner for act
of omission or commission relating to
any person commited by them.

Sd/- KAMAL SINGH Advocate
Chamber No. 512, Fifth Floor,

Dist. Court, Rohini, Delhi-110085

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
E°fQÐõfSf þ³f°ff I û ¹fW Àfc¨f³ff Qe þf°fe W` dI ¸fZS Z
¸fbUd¢I »f (1) ßfe I ¸f»f ¶fWfQbS ´fbÂf ßfe S°fe´ff»f AüS
(2) ßfe¸fd°f d³f¸fÊ»f ´fd} ßfe I ¸f»f ¶fWfQbS, Qû³fûÔ d³fUfÀfe
E-179, OeOeE I fg»fû³fe, £¹ff»ff, ³fBÊ dQ»»fe-110018, ³fZ
A´f³fZ ´fbÂf ßfe dUVff»f Ib ¸ffS (dMaIc ), CÀfIZ I f³fc³fe UfdSÀf.
CÀfIZ ÀfW¹fûd¦f¹fûÔ ÀfZ A´f³fZ Àf·fe ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f °fûOÞ d»fE W`ÔÜ ¸fZS Z
¸fbUd¢I »fûÔ IZ dJ»ffR CÀfIZ õfSf dI E ¦fE C°´feOÞ³f,
¹ff°f³ff, Iic S°ff, A°¹ff¨ffS IZ I fS¯f C³f Àf·fe I û C³fI e
Àf·fe ¨f»f AüS A¨f»f ÀfÔ´fdØf¹fûÔ ÀfZ °f°I f»f ´fi·ffU ÀfZ
AÀUeI fS AüS ´fid°f¶fÔd²f°f I S dQ¹ff W`Ü C³fIZ Àff±f
½¹fUWfS I S³fZ Uf»ff I ûBÊ ·fe ½¹fdö A´f³fZ þfdJ¸f, »ff¦f°f
´fS EZÀff I S SWf Wû¦ff AüS ´fdS¯ff¸fûÔ IZ d»fE ÀU¹fÔ dþ¸¸fZQfS
Wû¦ff U ¸fZS Z ¸fbUd¢I »f BÀfIZ d»fE dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS ÀfZ
dþ¸¸fZQfS ³fWeÔ WûÔ¦fZÜ

WXÀ°ff/-
E.IZY. ½fSX¸ff
(½fIYe»f)Y

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

“IMPORTANT”

CLASSIFIEDS&TENDERS

New Delhi
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Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

GOLD
`51,947

RUPEE
` 79.02/USD

OIL
$108.92

SILVER
`58,731

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asof July29

[e@. yeeyeemeensye Deebyes[keâj leb$eçeeŒe efJeÅeeheer", }esCesjs
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Technological University, Lonere

efJeÅeeefJenej, }esCesjs-jeÙeie[ 402103 (ceneje°^) Vidyavihar, Lonere - Raigad 402 103 (Maharashtra)
Web site : www.dbatu.ac.in, E-mail : registrar@dbatu.ac.in

SERVICES & POSTS FOR THE UNIVERSITY

DR. Babasaheb Ambedkar Technological University, Lonere is a State
Technical University established by Govt. of Maharashtra through Act 2014.
The territory of the University is entire Maharashtra. Currently 300 plus
Institutes are affiliated to the University.

Interested parties or individuals are requested to submit willingness for
above services to the University. The detailed advertisement is available on
www.dbatu.ac.in University web site. The last date for submitting the requisite
documents in all respects is 26.08.2022.

(Dr. B.F. Jogi)
Date : 01.08.2022 Registrar

Sr. No. Details of Services & Posts
01 Statutory Auditors/ Internal Auditors.
02 Expression of interest (EoI) to design and support of B.Tech Cyber

Security Course along with Design and Implementation Centre of
Excellence-Cyber Security. The assignment will be for 5 years.

03 Empanelment of Architects, Structural Consultants Project
Management Consultants, and MEP Consultants for 3 years.

04 Applications for the Post of Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and
Incubation Manager for DBATU FORUM of INNOVATION,
INCUBATION AND ENTERPRISE (Section 8 Company)

Mumbai: Days after the US
FederalReserveraisedtheinter-
est rate, the Reserve Bank of
India(RBI)maygoinforitsthird
consecutive policy rate hike by
at least 35 basis points to check
highretail inflation,expertssaid.
The central bank’s rate-set-

ting panel, theMonetary Policy
Committee(MPC),willmeetfor
three days fromAugust 3 to an-
nounceitsbi-monthlyreviewon
Friday. The RBI had raised the
short-term borrowing rate
(repo) twice so far this fiscal —
by 40 basis points (bps) inMay
and50bpsinJune.“Wenowex-
pecttheRBIMPCtoraisethepol-
icyreporateby35bpsonAugust
5 and change the stance to cali-
brated tightening,” said Bankof
AmericaGlobalResearch.
RadhikaRao,executivedirec-

tor and Senior economist, DBS
Group Research, opined, “we
now expect a 35 bps hike in

August,followedbythree25bps
for the terminal rate to level off
at6percentbyend-FY23.”

‘Pause inOctober likely’
Meanwhile,accordingtoUBS

Securities, the RBI will deliver
twomorerateincreaseswiththe
firstof25-30bpslaterthisweek,
and then pause in October for
data-prints on domestic infla-
tionandtheUSeconomy. PTI

FY19-21 sees fall in fake
`2,000 notes detected

ReserveBankof India issues
instructionstobanksonmeasures
tosafeguardagainstforgednotes
andconductstraining
programmesondetectionof
counterfeitnotesforstaff/officers
ofbanksandotherorganisations

0.000635%
Shareoffakenotesdetectedwithin
totalnumberofbanknotesof
`2,000denominationincirculation,
asof2021-22

Source:Governmentdata

2016 2,272
2017 74,898
2018 54,776
2019 90,566
2020 2,44,834

NO.OFFAKE
`2,000NOTES
SEIZEDIN
INDIA

13,604
Fakecurrency
notesof `2,000
denomination
detected in the
bankingsystem in
2021-22

Databasedon
written replyby
Minister ofState
forFinancePankaj
Chaudharygiven in
theLokSabha

The number of fake currency notes of Rs 2,000
denomination detected in the banking system decreased
from 2018-19 till 2020-21, according to government data
tabled in Parliament

MPC meet: Experts bet
on third hike this fiscal

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST1

GROSSGOODSandServicesTax
(GST) collections surged by 28
per centyear-on-year (y-o-y) to
Rs1,48,995croreduringJuly(for
sales in June), the second high-
est level since the July2017roll-
out of the indirect tax regime,
data released by the Finance
MinistryonMondayshowed.
Buoyancy in consumption

patterns triggered by economic
recovery, a high inflation rate
and increased enforcement ac-
tion against anti-evasion activi-
ties, are seen as having con-
tributedtoariseinGSTmop-up.
Prior to this, the collections had
recorded the highest-ever level
ofRs1.68lakhcroreinApril2022
foryear-endsales inMarch.
July is the sixth time that

monthly GST collections have
crossed the Rs 1.40 lakh crore
marksinceitsinception,andthe
fifthmonthinarowsinceMarch
thisyear.InJuly2021,GSTcollec-
tions stood at Rs 1,16,393 crore.
Thefirstfourmonthsof2022-23
have seen an averagemonthly
grossGSTmop-upofRs1.50lakh
crore, against Rs 1.12 lakh crore
in thesameperiod last fiscal.
The FinanceMinistry, in its

statement, said the 28 per cent
increaseinGSTrevenuedisplays
a“veryhighbuoyancy”.“Thisisa
clearimpactofvariousmeasures
takenby the Council in the past
to ensure better compliance.
Better reporting coupled with
economic recovery has been

havingapositive impactonGST
revenuesonaconsistentbasis.”
Lastmonth,FinanceMinister

Nirmala Sitharaman had said
thatRs1.40lakhcroreisnowthe
“roughbottomline”formonthly
GSTrevenuecollections.
“With the headline GST col-

lection in July 2022 exceeding
ourmonthlyaverage forecastof
Rs 1.45 trillion for this year, we
foresee anupside of Rs 1.15 tril-
lion relative to the FY 2023 for
CGST collections,” said Icra’s
chief economistAditiNayar.
Aftertheendofthecompen-

sation regime for states in June,
the higher GST revenue growth
isexpectedtoeaserevenuecon-
cerns for some states. However,
stateswithaheavydependence
oncompensationmayfindFY23
to be a challenging year, with
some even resorting to higher
enforcementactionstoshoreup
revenue, analysts said.
UnderGST, as per theGoods

andServicesTax(Compensation
to States) Act, 2017, stateswere
guaranteedcompensationatthe
compoundedrateof14percent
from the base year 2015-16 for

lossesarisingduetoimplemen-
tationof thetaxationregime,for
five years since its rollout. This
cametoanendon June30.
The GST Council meeting

heldinJunedidnottakeanyde-
cision to extend the compensa-
tionmechanism,despiteatleast
a dozen states raising the de-
mand. More enforcement-re-
latedmeasures are being taken
by state authorities in thewake
of the end of the compensation
regime.
Of the gross GST revenue of

Rs 1,48,995 crore, CGST — tax
levied on intra-state supplies of
goodsandservicesbytheCentre
—wasRs25,751crore;andSGST
— tax levied on intra-state sup-
pliesofgoodsandservicesbythe
states—wasRs32,807crore,the
Ministry said. IGST— tax levied
on all inter-state supplies of
goods and services — was Rs
79,518crore(includingRs41,420
crore collected on import of
goods), and cesswas Rs 10,920
crore(includingRs995crorecol-
lectedon importof goods).

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

GROSSCOLLECTIONSUP28%YEAR-ON-YEARTO`1,48,995CRORE

TheRBI,Mumbai File

MIHIRMISHRA
NEWDELHI,AUGUST1

AS PART of reforms tomake re-
gional rural banks (RRBs) finan-
cially sustainable, theCentrehas
askedthemtomovetowardsdigi-
tisation, includingoffering inter-
net banking services to its cus-
tomers, and expand their credit
basefurtherthroughhigherlend-
ing tomicro, small andmedium
enterprises(MSME)sector.
“ThecostofoperationsofRRBs

weremuchlowerascomparedto
scheduledcommercialbanksbut
that has increased nowand the
governmentwantsthemtowork
towards increasing their earn-

ings,”saidanofficialsourceinthe
knowadding that these arepart
of the government’s plan to re-
formRRBs.Thiswasdiscussedin
ameeting convenedby Finance
MinisterNirmala Sitharaman in
July and attended by heads of
sponsorbanksandRRBs.
Akeyreasons forRRBs incur-

ringlossesisthefactthatmanyof
these branches do not have
enough business as they focus
mainlyonofferinggovernment’s
schemeslikedirectbenefittrans-
ferintheruralareasofthecountry.
The source added that almost all
these rural banks areunder core
bankingsolutions(CBS)meaning
theirbranchesareconnectedwith
each other. “Offering internet

services to customers is thenext
stepforthesebanks,”hesaid.

Accordingtoagovernmentre-
leasepostthemeetinglastmonth,
the FinanceMinister urged the
sponsor banks “to formulate a
clear roadmap in a time-bound
mannertofurtherstrengthenthe
RRBs and support thepost-pan-
demic economic recovery and
alsosuggestedtoconductawork-
shopof RRBs and share the best
practiceswitheachother”.
This would not be the first

timethattheCentreisworkingto
reformRRBs.Afterasetofreforms
in the ’90s, the governmenthad,
in2005-06,initiatedaconsolida-
tionprogramme that resulted in
the number of RRBs declining
from196 in 2005 to 43 in FY21.
Theaimwastoimprovetheirop-

erationalviabilityandtotakead-
vantageofeconomiesofscale.
Aftertwoconsecutiveyearsof

losses during the Covid period,
RRBs posted a consolidated net
profitofRs1,682croreinFY21,and
30of the43RRBssawnetprofits.
Thesource,quotedabove,said

theplanincludedmergingbranc-
hes of these RRBswith sponsor
banksoncethesebranchesreach
a certain level of business. “The
planincludesmergingthemwith
sponsorbanksandthatmayhap-
penonce the sponsor bank sees
advantage. Listing theseRRBson
the bourses is a long-termplan
thatmayormaynothappen,”the
sourceadded.

FOCUSONWIDENINGREGIONALRURALBANKS’CREDITBASE

ONEOFthekeyreasons
forRRBsincurringlosses
isthefactthatmanyof
thesebranchesdonot
haveenoughbusinessas
theyfocusmainlyonof-
feringgovernment’s
schemeslikedirectbene-
fit transfer intheruralar-
easof thecountry.

Current
statusE●EX
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Sustainabilitypush:GovtasksRRBsto
stepupdigitisation, lending toMSMEs

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST1

AS THE Indian economy looked
settochartingoutarecoverypath
in the aftermathof theCovid-19
pandemicshock,thesharpdepre-
ciationoftherupeeagainsttheUS
dollar on account of the aggres-
sivemonetary tighteningby the
US Federal Reserve and the
spillover effects of the Russia-
Ukraineconflicthavethrownma-
jorchallengesforpolicymakersin
thegovernmentandtheReserve
Bankof India(RBI).Thedomestic
currencyhas depreciatedover 7
percentin2022andbreachedthe
80toaUSdollarmark,beforestag-
ingapartial recovery, largelydue
to the interventionof the central
bankintheforexmarket.
The withdrawal of accom-

modative policies in India and
othercountries,amidconcernsoft
global inflation andanoverhang
of recessionaryfears, continueto
weighheavilyonthebroadersen-

timent.
Capital outflows are likely to

continueonaccountofratehikes
intheUSamidhighinflationcon-
cerns,withsuchasharpdepreci-
ationoverashortdurationoftime
throwingupmultiplechallenges
fortheRBIandtheCentralgovern-
ment, as they grapplewith the
challenge of sustaining the
growth reboundwhile nipping
runawayinflationwithouttaking
recoursetomultiple,sharpinter-
est rate hikes that could impact
the nascent recovery that is un-

derway.
Forex reserveshave fallenby

over $50 billion between
September2021andnow,prima-
rilyonaccountof theRBI's inter-
vention, with the rupee’s ex-
change rate against the dollar
having fallenover7per cent this
year. Experts expect the rupee to
weakenfurtherinthecoming3-4
monthsgiventheaggressivetight-
entingof themonetarypolicyby
theUSFed.Ahigherrupeetrans-
latesintocostlierimports,which,

in turn, couldwiden the trade
deficit aswell as the current ac-
countdeficit,which,willlikelyput
more pressure on the exchange
rate.
Asthecascadingimpacttrick-

lesdowntothelevelofcitizens—
throughmultiple routes includ-
inghigherfuelprices,ahikeinthe
costofeducationforstudentsgo-
ing abroad andmore expensive
consumer items— it is time to
seek answers to somepertinent
questions: What are the chal-

lengesand implicationsof rupee
depreciation on the economy?
Will a lower rupeemeancostlier
imports, andhencehigher infla-
tion?Adepreciationdoesmake
Indian exports competitive, but
does it add to growth and jobs?
ShouldtheRBIintervene,anduse
itsforexreservestoselldollarsand
stabilisetherupeefurther?
Tounderstandthemanyfacets

of the rupee’s journey, join The
Indian Express for a decluttering
ExplainedsessiononAugust2at
6:30 PMwith Sajjid Chinoy, JP
Morgan’s Chief India Economist,
who is also aPart-TimeMember
inthePrimeMinister’sEconomic
Advisory Council (EAC-PM). He
will help us understand the
spillovereffectofthedepreciation
intheIndiancurrency,lookahead
atitstrajectoryandbetterunder-
standtheresponseofpolicymak-
ing—bothmonetaryandfiscal—
intimesofhighinflation.Theses-
sion will be moderated by P
Vaidyanathan Iyer, Executive
Editor,TheIndianExpress.

JULYCOLLECTION
BREAKDOWN

IGST
`79,518cr

Cess
`10,920cr

SGST
`32,807cr

CGST `
`25,751cr

TOTAL
`1,48,995
CRORE

‘Recovery, better compliance’:
Jul GST mop-up 2nd best ever

Associate Partner

Rupee’s journey: Sajjid Chinoy at Explained.Live

SajjidChinoy File

BRIEFLY
FactoryPMI
NewDelhi:India'smanufac-
turingsectoractivitygained
momentum in July, a
monthlysurveysaid.

Autosales
NewDelhi:With semicon-
ductor supply improving,
automakers including
Maruti Suzuki, Hyundai,
TataMotors andM&Msaw
robust growth in domestic
passenger vehicles sales in
July. Kia India, TKM,Honda
CarsIndia,SkodaAutoIndia,
tooposted rise indomestic
PVdespatches.

WorldBank
NewDelhi: IvorianAuguste
TanoKouametookchargeas
the World Bank Country
DirectorforIndia.

ATFpricecut
NewDelhi:Aviationturbine
fuel(ATF)pricessawacutfor
the second time in two
weeks—by `16,232.36, or
11.75%,to`1,21,915.5/kl. PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST1

WITH FOUR companies in its
kitty, food techmajor Zomato is
looking to have amultiple CEO
structureforthesebusinessesand
may name the larger organisa-
tion, Eternal, for internal
purposes.
“Weare transitioning froma

companywhereIwastheCEOto

aplacewherewewillhavemul-
tiple CEOs running each of our
businesses, all acting as peers to
eachother, andworking as a su-
perteamwitheachothertowards
buildingasinglelargeandseam-
less organisation,” Deepinder
Goyal, founder and CEO of
Zomato,wroteonthecompany’s
Slackchannel lastweek.
The post came after share-

holders approved its acquisition
ofBlinkit.FE

Goyal: Zomato to shift to
multiple CEO structure

New Delhi



Office of the Superintending Engineer
Central Equipment & Stores Procurement Circle-II,

Irrigation Department, U.P.,
Ganga Sinchai Bhawan, Telibagh,

Lucknow-226025
TENDER NOTICE NO. TE-970/2022-23

On behalf of the Governor of Uttar Pradesh online e-bids in three parts namely (i) Earnest Money Bid (ii) Technical bid and (iii)
Price bid are invited simultaneously by the undersigned only from ISO: 9001-2015 certified original manufacturers, registered
with Director of Industries of the State/ N.S.I.C./ Ministry of Industries, Government of India as original manufacturers for ISI
Marked uPVC Pipe 160mm & 200mm nominal diameter, 2.5 kg/cm2 working pressure, on variable price up to 17.00 Hours
on 31.08.2022. The details of eligibility, qualification and procedure for submission of e-bids etc. are available in the bid
document uploaded on the U.P.Govt. e-procurement website: http://etender.up.nic.in. The undersigned reserves the right to
cancel any or all the e-bids/ annul the bidding process without assigning any reason. In case of any variation in English and
Hindi version of this tender notice, English version shall prevail. Items mentioned below are for irrigation purpose only. Details
of different activities are as follows:-

UPID-178246 DATE 30.07.2022
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

(a) i Manufacture and supply of ISI Marked uPVC Pipe size 160mm
nominal dia, 2.5 kg/cm2 working Pressure with 1 no. PVC
Socket size 160mm nominal dia under 4.0 kg/ cm2 working
Pressure for each 6mtr length of pipe & solvent cement to
join it conforming to IS: 4985-2021, IS: 10124-2009 & IS:
14182-1994 respectively, with latest amendments if any as per
Departmental Technical Specifications stipulated in Tender
for use in water distribution system of State Tubewells.

Approx.
185.000km.

(a) ii Manufacture and supply of ISI Marked uPVC Pipe size 200mm
nominal dia, 2.5 kg/cm2 working Pressure with 1 no. PVC
Socket size 200mm nominal dia under 4.0 kg/ cm2 working
Pressure for each 6mtr length of pipe & solvent cement to
join it conforming to IS: 4985-2021, IS: 10124-2009 & IS:
14182-1994 respectively, with latest amendments if any as per
Departmental Technical Specifications stipulated in Tender
for use in water distribution system of State Tubewells.

Approx.
70.000km.

(b) Date & time for Availability of the bid document on website. 08.08.2022 From 17.00 Hours onwards
(c) Period for online e-Bid submission. From 10.08.2022 10.00 Hours to 31.08.2022

17.00Hours

(d) Date & time for submission of proof of online submission of bid
document fee and bid security/ Industries registration certificate
for exemption from EMD and other supporting documents as per
bid document to be deposited in the office concerned.

02.09.2022 at 14.00 Hours.

(e) Online opening date & time of Part “A” i.e. Earnest Money Bid. 02.09.2022 at 15.30 Hours.

(f) Online opening date & time of Part “B” i.e. Technical Bid. 05.09.2022 at 15.30 Hours.

(g) Online opening date & time of Part “C” i.e. Price Bid. 12.09.2022 at 15.30 Hours.
(h) Venue of opening of bid. Office of the Superintending Engineer, Central

Equipment & Stores Procurement Circle-II, Irrigation
Department, U.P., Ganga Sinchai Bhawan,Telibagh,
Lucknow(U.P.)-226025 .Ph.No. 0522- 2442475

(i) Bid document fee. Rs. 29,500=00(Rupees Twenty Nine Thousand Five
Hundred only)

(j) Bid Security (Earnest Money Deposit). Rs. 11,68,500=00 (Rupees Eleven Lac Sixty Eight
Thousand Five Hundred only)

(k) Period of Delivery (from the date of issue of acceptance letter)
throughout U.P.

60 Days

Note:-
1) This Notice is also available on Information & Public Relation Department website (http://information.up.nic.in) and

irrigation & Water Resources Department website (http://idup.gov.in).
2) Amendments, if any, regarding this notice shall only be available at U P government e-procurement website

http://etender.up.nic.in
3) In case the date of opening of bids is declared a holiday then the e-bids, shall be opened on the next working day at the

same time.

Superintending Engineer
Central Equipment & Stores Procurement Circle-II,

Irrigation Department, U.P.,
Lucknow

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR

(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH
e-Procurement

Bid Identification No. Online Tender/ 30-2022-23/BPR

(i) No EMD is required as per O.M. No. 8484 Dt. 05.04.2022 of Finance
Department, Govt of Odisha. But Bid Security declaration should be
furnished by the bidders as mentioned in the DTCN.

(ii) Non-submission of the information/ documents through online by the
bidder as per the Items mentioned in the eligible criteria of the DTCN
will also liable for rejection of his tender.

Further details & corrigendum if any can be seen from the website:-
www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

R.W.Circle, Berhampur

O-767

Identification
No

Name of
work

No. of
Works

Approx.
Estimated

Cost
(In lakh)

Class of
Contractor

Period of
Completion

Online
Tender/

30-2022-23/
BPR

Road
works
(SCA)

02
Nos.

From
Rs. 140.12
lakhs to Rs.

473.23 Lakhs

“B” Class, “A”
Class &

“Special” Class
as applicable

09 (Nine) & 11
(Eleven)

Calendar Month
as provided

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification No

Availability of tender online
for bidding

From To
Chief Construction

Engineer, R.W.
Circle, Berhampur

Online Tender/
30-2022-23/BPR

06.08.2022 at
10.00 A.M.

20.08.2022
upto 3.00 P.M.

OIPR-25071/11/0051/2223

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BARIPADA
“e” Procurement Notice for Bridge Work

Identification No.- Online Tender- Bridge N.C.B. No. 240
for 2022-23.

Letter No. 2752/ Date: 23.07.2022

O-726

1. Name of the work :- Construction of H.L Bridge over river Khadakhai
at 4.00 km on Tamudia to Budiakudar Road in
the District of Mayurbhanj under BSY.

2. Total No. of works :- 01 No. (One)

3. Estimated Cost :- Rs. 1011.99 lakhs (Approximately)

4. Eligible Class of
Contractor

:- As per annexure

5. Period of Completion :- As per annexure

6. Other details :-

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of tender
On-line for bidding

Last Date &
Time of
seeking
Tender

Clarification

Date & Time of Opening
of Tender in O/O

C.C.E.R.W. Circle,
Baripada

From To Technical
Bid

Financial
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief
Construction

Engineer,
Rural Works

Circle,
Baripada

Bridge Online
N.C.B. No.

240

Dt.
05.08.2022

at 11.00 A.M.

Dt.
22.08.2022
up to 5.00

P.M.

Dt.
20.08.2022
up to 5.00

P.M.

Dt.
23.08.2022

at 11.00
A.M.

Will be
intimated

later

� Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in
� Any Corrigendum/ Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender website only.

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Baripada

OIPR- 25181/11/0035/2223

PRESS NIT No.20(Item No.1 & 2)/(2022-23)

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 269 (2022-23)

Sd/-
(ER. ABSAR AHMED)

EX. ENGINEER(C) PLANT, WW
Chandrawal WW No.11, Civil Lines, Delhi-110054

Sl.
No.

Name of work Estimated
Cost

Earnest
Money
(Fresh)

Tender
Processing
Fee (Fresh)

Publication date
of tender in

e-procurement
Solution

Last date & time for
receipt of tender

from e-procurement
solution

1. Annual repair of Hasanpur Bunglow, at Hasanpur Reservoir under
EE(C)PIant.W W. (Re-invited)
(Tender ID: 2022_DJB_227004_1)

2672389/- 53500/- 500/- 29.07.2022 11.08.2022

2. Construction of RCC Chamber for fixing flow sensors in water mains
from CLC Haiderpur to Wazirabad Plant WW at Wazirbad WTP.
(Tender ID: 2022_DJB_227010_1)

2669133/- 54000/- 500/- 29.07.2022 11.08.2022

“STOP CORONA, WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WW)-II
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT.OF N.C.T.DELHI

FLAT NO.- E1, TYPE-IV, STAFF QTRS. JHANDEWALAN, DELHI-110005
E-mail:- eeeplantww.djb01@gmail.com/acewwp2@gmail.com

The more detail required above can be seen on website www.delhi.govtprocurement.com

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer,
Rushikuya Bahuda Basin, Berhampur-760004

e-mail id: se_sicbam@yahoo.com
e-Procurement Notice No. ACE, RBB-11/2022-23

A-431

Procurement
officer

Bid Identification
No.

Bid Amount
(Rs. in lakh)

Availability &
Submission of

Bid On-line

Additional Chief
Engineer,

Rushikulya
Bahuda Basin,

Berhampur

ACE, RBB, (BNID) -
17/2022-23

325.75
From 04.08.2022,

10.00 A.M
to

19.08.2022,
5.00 P.M.

ACE, RBB, (BNID) -
18/2022-23

296.33

ACE, RBB, (BNID) -
19/2022-23

160.19

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer,

Rushikulya Bahuda Basin, Berhampur
OIPR- 32411/11/0019/2223

Date of opening of the Technical Bid:- 20.08.2022 at 11.30 A.M.
Furhter details can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

1. Type of Work :- System Improvement Works..
2. Total No of Works :- 03 (Three) Nos.
3. Amount put to tender :- Rs 160.19 lakh to 325.75 lakhs
4. Period of completion :- 11 (Eleven) to 14 (Fourteen)

calendar months

Corrigendum to RFP No. 2000 Dt. 21.07.2022 for setting
up Well Ventilated Onion Storage Godowns

I. Under Bidder Data Sheet at Page No. 6 against Sl. No. 11
the Dt. 03.08.2022 is substituted as Dt.10.08.2022

II. In Bidder Data Sheet at Page No. 8 SI. No. 29 following
inserted

III. The word “Higher” in Page No. 23 under Clause No. 1.3.8
(iii) 3rd line is substituted as “Lower”

IV. The word “Higher” in Page No. 60 under Section 6 (c) 3rd
line is substituted as “Lower”

Sd/-
General Manager

OSAM Board
OIPR-01444/11/0004/2223

CAD-1305

Date of Technical
Presentation

Dt. 25.08.2022 at 11.00 AM in the
Office of OSAM Board, Bhubaneswar

ODISHA STATE AGRICULTURAL MARKETING BOARD
Plot No.1800(P), Baramunda, Post-Khandagiri, Near Indian Oil Petrol Pump Bhubaneswar

Ph. No. 0674-2351311, Fax: 0674-2351316, Email : osamboard99@yahoo.com,
Website: www.osamboard.org

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA,

BHUBANESWAR
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

File No-C-IIM-IFB-06/2019 No. 29471 Dtd. 30.07.2022
1st Corrigendum Bid Identification No. CE-DPI & R-10/2022-23

The following changes are made to the works invited vide Bid Identification
No. CE-DPI & R-10/2022-23 vide letter No. 27124 dtd. 14.07.2022.
1. The Bid documents will be available in the website:

www.tendersodisha.gov.in from 10.00 AM of 17.08.2022 to 5.30 PM of
08.09.2022 for online bidding.

2. Bids shall be receved only on “on line” on or before 5.30 PM of
08.09.2022.

3. Bids received on line shall be opened at 11.30 Hours on 09.09.2022 in
the office of the Engineer-in-Chief (Civil), Nirmana Saudha, Unit-V,
Bhubaneswar, Odsha.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

B-423

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, DPI & Roads, Odisha

OIPR-34111/11/0017/2223

CORRIGENDUM TENDER NOTICE FOR EXTENSION OF DATE

The National Institute of Open Schooling had invited sealed tender from
specialized Transport Agencies for transporting (Packing, Handling, Loading
and unloading) printed learning material etc. to Study Centre of Delhi & NCR
(Faridabad, Jhajjar, Gurugram, Bahadurgarh, Palwal, Ghaziabad, NOIDA,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Greater NOIDA). Last date for the same has been
extended till 8th August, 2022, 2.30 PM. The tender form and Terms &
conditions are available on NIOS website www.nios.ac.in and
eprocure.gov.in portal (CPP Portal). The Undersigned reserves the right to
reject or accept any tender without assigning any reason at any stage.

-- Secretary, National Institute of Open Schooling

SXf¿MÑXe¹f ¸fb¢°f d½fôf»f¹fe dVfÃff ÀfaÀ±ff³f
National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)
(An Autonomous Institution under Ministry of Education (MoE),

Department of School Education & Literacy, Govt of India)

A-24-25, Sector-62, NOIDA-201309 (U.P.)

DIRECTOR EXTENSION EDUCATION
DIRECTORATE OF EXTENSION EDUCATION

CCS HARYANA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY
HISAR-125004 (HARYANA)

(Established by Parliament Act 16 of 1970)
Phone: 01662-284320, 255234, 90530-68379, 94164-82401

TENDER NOTICE
Tenders are invited for Display Material/ Infrastructure/ Tentage for

“Agro-Industrial Exhibition” at Krishi Mela (Rabi) to be organised by
CCS Haryana Agricultural University Hisar (Haryana) dated 08-09
September, 2022. For detailed information, please visit University web-
site: https://www.hau.ac.in or Contact: Director Extension Education,
Gandhi Bhawan, CCSHAU, Hisar-125004 (Haryana) or contact on above
mentioned Telephone Numbers. Last date of submission of tenders is
August 19, 2022 upto 5:00 P.M.

Sd/-
Associate Director (Extension)

CCSHAU, Hisar

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in11549/HRY

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

UHBVN

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

33 KV VCB

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

CLOSING DATE

22.08.2022

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

2.25
CRORE

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

www.uhbvn.org.in
TENDER NO-

06/XEN/PI/MM/QH-
I/2574

dated 28.07.2022

NODAL OFFICER/CON-
TACT DETAILS/EMAIL

9466112829

cemm@uhbvn.org.in

SR.
NO.

1.
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SANDIPG
CHENNAI,AUGUST1

WHENTHEgiant screenat thegrassy centre
courtyard of the venue began to streamR
Praggnanandhaa’sgame,thescatteredcrowd
turnedtheircollectivegazetowardsthescreen.
For the next five-oddminutes their eyes re-
main fixed on the screen. It did notmatter
whatmoveshemade,howclearhislineswere,
or what the scope of his openings were,
whether youare a chess geekor knewnoth-
ing about the game. Theywere content just
seeinghim,hisneckcraningontotheboardso
muchsothatadeepexhalingofbreathcould
blowthepieces.
The feed stopped; their gaze scattered.

Insidethehall,a fewspectatorswerestretch-
ing their heads to spot him— India B team’s
board is the closest to the spectators’ enclo-
sure. From their awkwardperch, they could
almost see his head, but they could neither
cheernor shout. They can’t resist yellingout,
buttheirpasseswouldbestruckout.Perhaps,
someonesomedaywould.
His big round eyes twitching over the

board, Praggnanandhaa is immune to the
frenzyaroundhim,orthoseoutsidejustpray-
ingforhisvictory.Heisinacerebraltusslewith
his Italian rival Lorenzo Lodici, fresh from
stallingNorway’s progress on Sunday. The
IndianhadenduredadifficultSunday,trailing
formostof thematchandwinningonhisop-
ponent’ssloppytimemanagement.Butnone
ofthiswastoaffecthim,orforcehimtotheul-
tra-defensive. As is often the case, he began
withadynamicopening, thesemi-slav,atac-
tical and aggressive opening. The early ex-
changesgavehimthecommand,andapawn
sacrificegaveanindicationthathecouldven-
tureearlyforthekill.
But Lodici slowed the game down, and

whatfollowedwasacrammingofthecentral
lines,boththeirpiecesalmoststructured like
apyramid.Praggnanandhaarepositionedhis
knight, tempting him to counterattack. But
Lodicijustkeptfortifyinghisking,weavingan
elaborate labyrinth that his adversary could
notbreach.The Indian tried todecongest the
centralchannelsbutLodicirefusedtomakein-
roads. He sensed the dangers as
Praggnanandhaahad favourablepieces for a
sidewayslaunch.Heshutshop.
Themiddle-game labouredonendlessly

andwithoutaclearconclusion.ThebishopG2
on the 36th turn was perhaps his dice
Praggnanandhaathrewatopeninguphisop-
ponent’swall. But Lodici refused to shedhis
dourdefence,andafter42moves,withnoclear
result in theprospect, theyshookhands fora
draw. A case could bemade that the Indian

couldhavebeenmoreaggressive inthemid-
dle-game, but again, against his deepdefen-
sivelines,itwouldhavebeendifficulttowreak
havoc.Besides,therehadbeentimesinthepast
where his ultra-aggressive approachwhen
strangulatedhadresultedindefeats.So,hetoo
playedalong,andadrawagainstatoughoppo-
nentwasnotabadresult.
Theresultseemedinconsequentialforhis

supporters—thatismostofthecrowdthathad
assembledhere. They stillwaited for himat
theentrance, foranautograph,aselfieorthat
innocence-sparklingsmileofhis.
For,thereisadeeperemotionalconnection

atplaythatreducesadraworawinoralossto
anacademicnonsignificance.Nomatterhow
theymournhis defeat or celebratehis victo-
ries, theydon’t judgehimbyhis results. For,
thepredominantemotion is love. It’sunique,
forasmuchasthecity loveschess,celebrates
thechessheroes,bragsandrevels intheirex-
ploits,theyhaveneverlovedsomeoneasmuch
astheyhavePraggnanandhaa.
In him, they see their own son, their

youngerbrother,theirfriend–hehasburstthe
culturalandsocialbarriersattachedwiththe
game,evende-intellectualisedtheperception
of a chesshero.He talks the language that all
grandmastersdo,buthestrikesadeeperchord
thatdifferentiatesaheroandanidol.
To use a Tamil refrain, he is one of the

makkal (commonman), or nammapayyan
(our boy) loveable and relatable, one of the
masses,oneeveryonecanaspireto,theevery-

man’s rolemodel. One you could touch and
feelthatheissohuman.Thehaloaroundhim
isthathehasnohalo.
Simply,heshowedthatanyonecouldbea

Grandmaster.Thebackgrounddoesnotmat-
ter—hisparentshavehardlyplayedchess,even
nowtheir understandingof thegame is fun-
damental,hisbackgroundwasprivilegedbut
a commonmiddle-class family. It also helps
thathe is naturally charming—the smiledis-
arms, the eyes still radiate aboyishmischief,
themannersaremildandthereissomething
ineffablyendearingabouthim.
Thecity iswatchinghis talentunfoldand

fame soar as the country once did Sachin
Tendulkar.Hebrings thecagedsport into the
galleries;hefuelsamelangeofemotions,from
joyand love todejection and reverence.Half
thepeoplesprawledintothecentrecourtyard
can’tfathommovesordecodechessnotation.
Buttheyfollowhimblindly, rejoice inhisvic-
toriesandmourninhismiseries,asthoughthe
experienceisdeeplypersonal,asthoughthey
areexperiencingthesameemotionsasheis.

RPraggnanandhaadrewwithLorenzoLodiciat theChessOlympiad. Twitter/FIDE

The herowithout a halo
Meet the Uzbek Boa who
squeezes his opponents
SANDIPG
CHENNAI, AUGUST 1

WHEN NODIRBEK Abdusattorov was just
nine years old, he was invited to play
Grandmasters at the Tashkent Open with
achildprodigyreputation.Thetournament
was considered nothingmore than an ex-
posureopportunity forAbdusattorov,who
started playing chess watching his elder
brother and sisterwho played recreation-
ally in a suburb of Tashkent.
Little then the organisers knew they

were about to behold the launch of a new
world-beatingprodigy.Hewentontoclin-
ically beat two seasoned Grandmasters,
Andrey Zhigalko of Belarus and Rustam
KhusnutdinovofKazakhstan.Thevictories
had caught the attention of the legendary
Uzbekistan coach Dmitry Kayumov, who
died last year.
He began to closely follow the young-

ster, firstwithatouchof suspicionandthen
with eyes of admiration. Convinced of his
potential, he took him under his wings,
playedgameswithhimandmadehimplay
against the seniors. Hewas smitten by his
talent. "During40years of coaching indif-
ferent countries, I brought upmany inter-
national Grandmasters, but I must admit
that I have never met such a talent as
Nodirbek. The boy is very athletic, hard-
working, has anexcellentmemory, mem-
orises game positions well and, what is
most important and a rare quality, is not
afraid of an opponent,” he had told ut.uz,
anUzbekistan newswebsite.
It was not like a chess starved nation

suddenlystumbledontoachesssensation.
Thecountryhasarichhistory inthegame—
havingchurnedout22grandmastersafter
it tore off from the Soviet Union.
Kayumovwasconvincedthathewould

break the then world record of Sergei
Karjakin as the youngest Grandmaster.
Abdusattorov missed it by six months,
more due to the sloppiness of his home
federation. bizarrelydiverted to theworld
schools under-13 at Sochi. But Kayumov
said prophetically: “He will be a future
world champion, the youngest one. Mark
mywords,” He, though, did not saywhich
format.
Four years later, riding a sensational

streak, he defeated a string of established
names such as Fabiano Caruana, Ian
Nepomniachtchi, and the biggest of them
all, Magnus Carlsen in the title decider to
claimtheWorldRapidChampionship.And
hewastheyoungest todoso, inanyformat,
at 17 years and three months, surpassing
Ruslan Ponomariov at 18 in the Fide ver-
sion of the then disputed classical crown
in2001andCarlsen, alsoat18, in the2009
World Blitz.
His game had the world rolling their

eyes indisbelief, notathis speedbutat the
strength of his moves . “One of the hall-
marks of Abdusattorov’s game is his play-
ingstyle,ashe’snot thesortof tacticalbeast
you come to expect from a young player.
Instead,hehasamorematureplayingstyle,
specialising in slowly squeezing his oppo-
nents, which is reminiscent of the leg-
endary Anatoly Karpov,” wrote American
chess author JohnBHenderson.
Nepomniachtchi praised his singular

ability to punish the slightest of mistakes.
As he did when beating Caruana in the
ChessOlympiad.Caruana,playingwiththe
white piecesmade an awrymove and the
Uzbek latchedonto thechancetocreatean
impregnable position. It was not quite a
David-slays-Goliathstory, asAbdusattorov
has a rating of 2677. Fuelled by him,
Uzbekistan could be the tournament dark
horse.
Back to his world championship tri-

umph, he did not know the scale of his
achievement until he returned home to a
hero’s welcome. A multitude of masses
awaitedhimat theairport.Afterhegotout,
he was taken for a table-top bus ride, be-
fore the president honoured him with a
cashprizeof around€20,300,andtheMard
Uglon ("Brave Son") medal, besides the
keys to a two-bedroom apartment at the
heart of the city. “Of course itwas great to
beat thebigstars,but Inever thought itwas
abigachievementuntil I steppedoutof the
airport,” he had then said.
Buthe is not someone tobe too carried

byearly success, ashe toldchess.com:“It’s
just the start of my career, there is a long
way to go before I myself become a great
player,orsomethingclosetothat.But that’s
where I want to be, among the elites.”
There was a fierce streak of ambition in
voice, and thehammering of Caruanawas
another example that he could bepunish-
ing in the classical format aswell.

ChennaimassesadorePraggnanandhaalikeIndiaoncedidayoung Tendulkar

2ndT20delayed
duetokitmishap
StKitts: Inanunprecedentedsituation,
thesecondT20Internationalbetween
IndiaandWestIndieshasbeenpushed
backbythreehoursduetoadelayinthe
arrival of team luggage, CricketWest
Indies(CWI)saidonMonday.Initially,it
wasdelayedbytwohoursbuttheCWI
later confirmed that the gamehad to
be pushed back further. Therewas,
however, no explanation for the inor-
dinatedelay.Ithashappeneddespitea
two-daygapbetweenthefirstandsec-
ondgame. "Due to circumstancesbe-
yondCWI's control, there have been
significant delays in crucial team lug-
gagearrivingintoStKittsfromTrinidad.
As a result, today's match 2nd
Goldmedal T20 Cupmatch is due to
start at 12.30pm(10PMIndia time),"
theCWIsaidinastatement. PTI

EnglandFAtoextend
Wiegman’sdeal
London:England'sFootballAssociation
(FA) will have a conversation with
coach SarinaWiegmanonextending
her contract which runs until 2025,
thegoverningbody'sheadofwomen's
football said onMonday after their
European Championship triumph.
England secured a 2-1 victory over
Germany in Sunday's final to claim
theirfirstmajortitleinfrontofarecord
crowd on home soil. The success
meant Wiegman became the first
manager toclaimtheEuroswith two
nations having led her native
Netherlands to the title in 2017,
promptingcallsforanextensiontoher
four-yearcontractwhichcameintoef-
fect inSeptember2021. REUTERS

McGrath:ODIformat
haschallengesahead
Chennai:Australian fast bowlinggreat
GlennMcGrath is still in lovewith the
50-overformatbuthasnohesitationin
admitting that peoplewho run the
gamehaveachallengeathandinkeep-
ingitsrelevance.Atraditionalistbyna-
ture, the 'Director of Coaching' at the
MRFPaceFoundationstillbelievesthat
Testcricketremainsthe"ultimatetest"
of acricketer. "I amverymuchatradi-
tionalist.IlikedTest,IlikedmyODIs.Test
cricketistilltheultimatetome.IIhope
thatitisprotectedandstillheldinhigh
regard,"McGrathtoldreportersduring
an interaction. "Interesting to see the
future(ofODIs)andseewhere itgoes.
Theyhavegottokeepmakingit(ODIs)
exciting. They have got a few chal-
lenges,"headded. PTI

BRIEFLY CHESSOLYMPIAD

RESULTSOF INDIA’S GAMES
MEN: India 'A'drewwithFrance2-
2; India 'B'beat Italy3-1; India 'C'
lost toSpain1.5-2.5
WOMEN: India 'A'beatHungary
2.5-1.5; India 'B'beatEstonia2.5-
1.5; India 'C' lost toGeorgia1-3
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CROSSWORD4809

ACROSS
1Choosenot tobe involvedwith
pot? (3,3)
4Workonsomeothermaterial (8)
9Makeamistakeandget the
message (6)
10Pedestrianwayof choosing
candidates (8)
12Boringmakersof laws(4)
13Agrowingsourceof opium
(5)
14Listof options for fellowsat
university (4)
17Theyhavean interest in
conversionschemes(12)
20Motoristsandgolfersmustdo
sotobeginwith (5,2,5)
23Turnsslap intomountains (4)
24Be inclinedtochokewith love
inside (5)
25 It’smadeto last (4)
28Morningrevolution?(8)
29Newhauntsoff theFrench
coast (6)
30Carelessexampleofhitandrun
(8)
31Everyone’s included inwicked
song(6)

DOWN
1Withwhichtowelcomehonest
members (4,4)
2Sits reelout thoughunwearied
(8)
3 Ispaidpotssay(4)
5Drops fromhardwork(12)
6Noideawhereyouare?Behold
theway!(4)
7Trembleholdingweapons (6)
8 Itmayholdwhat is laidonthe
table (6)
11Gainmonopoly inrocks
important inbuilding (12)
15Fresh ideas forpersonal
assistants (5)
16Promptabout fixingday(5)
18Strongdrinkmay leadtoa
smash(8)
19Anexploit indeedtobebeaten
(8)
21Shrubs for theFrench
underground(6)
22Cityboomprecedes taxcut (6)
26Weobject to journalistbeing
employed(4)
27Likeonewitha largeareaof
land(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youcannowbegin
to feelagreatdeal
moreconfidentas
faras joint financial

arrangementsareconcerned.
Allmaynotbesweetnessand
light,butat least therewillbea
willingness toreachagreement.
Andthat, ithas tobesaid, isan
excellentstart.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Contrary toyour
sign’s supposedly
conventionalnature,
youhavesomequite

individualandunusual
aspirations.Today,youmust
strikeoutonyourown, forging
auniquepathto the future. In
fact, that’sadvice I’dgiveyou
mostdaysover thepresent
remarkable time.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
After today,
romantic
arrangementsmay
begin tocome

unstuck,perhapsbecause
friendsstart standingupfor
themselves. Insomecases, this
maybearelief,while inothers
youwillbeofferedplentyof
opportunities tocorrectany
misunderstandings.

CANCER(June22- July23)
There ismuchtobe
gainedfromtakinga
creativeapproach,
developingyour

individual talents, rejecting
pointlesssocial constraintsand
lettingyourspecial formof
spontaneity flow.You’realso
hittinganadventurousphase,
by theway, soyou’ll soonbe
consideringoptionsand
alternatives thatyounever
thoughtwere foryou.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Whatcanyoudo
whenthestars
indicate thatyou’re
still inacostly

phase?Probablynomorethan
payupwhenthebills come
rolling in.Youshouldhave
takenstepsbynowtoboost
yourearnings.Also, if a
relationshipstill seems likean
uphill struggle, thengive ita
fewmoreweeksbeforeyou
decidetoget fedup.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Youcannowafford
to look forwardtoa
rest, eventhough
there’llbemoments

whenyoufeelas if youarestill
rushing atbreakneckspeed,
sweepingall lessermortalsand
beingsaside.However, it seems
tobethecase thatmuchof your
energyactuallycomes from
otherpeople, andperhaps from
anewpartnership.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
TheMoonwill cheer
youup,especially
whenit formssome
veryhelpful celestial

relationships topartsof your
chartwhichstimulateyour
vivid imagination. If all goes
accordingtoplan, thiscouldbe
thetimewhenyouhearsome
welcomeandoverduenews.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youmayleavemore
stressful issuesuntil
tomorrowand
concentrateon

homeandfamilyarrangements.
It’san idealmoment for
discussingplansandfinalising
agreements, especially if
money isonyourmind,and
particularly if you’reprepared
for theunknown.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Events that take
placeat theendof
theweekshould
clearawaya lotof

thedebris, emotionaland
otherwise,athome.Until then,
pressaheadwithwhatever
ambitiousprofessionalprojects
are in thepipeline,andmake
sure thateveryonewhoneeds
toknowwhatyou’reupto,
doesknow.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Pulleverystringyou
can if youwant to
sustainyourposition
atworkor in the

community.Youmay, though,
beobligedtoputcertain
importantmattersontheback-
burner for thenext fortnight.
Butyour judgmentwillhave
tobe impeccable,nothing
lesswilldo,

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Althoughthere
havebeentimes
whenyouhave
felt isolatedand

excludedfromwhatseems
tobegoingonall around
you,otherpeopleshould
nowbe inapositionto
reassureyou.Listenclosely
towhatpartnersarereally
tryingtosay,especially
if cashconsiderations
are looming.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Your long-term
financialplansmay
nowhavetobe
reconsidered.

Thereason isnotclear,
andmaybenomorethanthat
youhavedecidedonone
sortof investmentsuiting
yourpurposesmuch
better thananother.Butan
additional factor is thata team
enterprisecouldaddto
your funds.

S
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K
U
4
9
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Yourpresentcircumstancesdon'tdeterminewhereyoucan__;theymerelydetermine
whereyou____.-NidoQubein(2,.,5)

SOLUTION:GRAPH,SCOWL,TATTLE,GUILTY
Answer:Yourpresentcircumstancesdon'tdeterminewhereyoucango;theymerely
determinewhereyoustart.-NidoQubein

GHPAR AELTTT

COWLS ILTUYG

SolutionsCrossword4808:Across: 1Thief,4Garland,8Mat,9Roadworks,10
Economy,11Essay,13Thumbs,15Slides,18Skein,19Eardrum,21Topiarist,23Ago,24
Premium,25Rests.Down:1Tempest,2Introduce,3Forgo,4Gladys,5Rawdeal,6Air,7
Dishy,12Sideroads,14Bengali,16Summons,17Medium,18Setup,20Rotor,22Pie.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

NodirbekAbdusattaarovofUzbekistan
inaction. Twitter/ FIDE
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Sheuli’s tale of grit: From training at makeshift gym to winning gold

In draw with England, India go from excellent to average

Kenny calls for
better safety
measures after
cycling crash

SAYAKDUTTA&
SANTANUCHOWDHURY
DEULPUR(WESTBENGAL), AUGUST1

ADILAPIDATED brick structure stands out
amidstthewildbushesandovergrowntrees.
There'salonecowinsideashedontheright.
AndagiantTricolourhangsonthewallatthe
porch, where five youngwomen andmen
arepumping iron. The “platform”onwhich
theystandisuneven,thebarbellsandmetal
platesarerustyandstained,tornclothesare
tied to the roof to shield them.
There'snothingreally togivean impres-

sionthatchampionscanbeproducedatthis
unassuming facility in Deulpur, roughly an
hourfromKolkata.ButthisiswhereAchinta
Sheulibeganhisjourney.Today,the20-year-
old is a juniorworld championshipmedal-
list, national record holder and winner of
India’s third gold at the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham on Sunday with a
Games Record of 313kg (143kg in snatch,
170kg incleanand jerk).
“When I first saw Achinta, he was very

thin and did not have the appearance of a
weightlifteratall,” saysAchinta'schildhood

coachAstamDas,wholivesinthismakeshift
gym. “But he had speed, which is very im-
portant foranathlete inanygame.”
Achintawalked into this facility for the

firsttimeexactlyadecadeago, followingthe
footstepsofhiselderbrotherAlok.“Wewere
preparing for the Nationals when, in 2013,
ourfatherpassedawayandourfinancialcon-
dition deteriorated,” Alok says. “Iwas in the
secondyearofcollege.Buttheresponsibility
ofbeingthebreadwinnerofthefamilyfellon
myshoulders, so Ihadto leavecollege.”
HismotherPurnimaSheuli, 43,became

zariworker (embroidery)after thedemise
ofherhusband.The familycouldnotafford
a chicken meal for Achintya as they faced
severe financial hardship.

‘Couldn’t afford chicken’
"Whenhewas young, he had asked for

a chickenmeal. Butwe could not afford it.
He cried a lot that day. But afterwards he
understood our financial conditions and
never asked for such a meal again. He re-
liedonstarchyricewithcoconuts.Afterhe
won the goldmedal yesterday, he has de-
manded that I must prepare his favourite
starchy rice when he arrives home,"

Purnima, who earned Rs 700 per week to
support her family, told the newspaper.
The Sheulis live not very far from Das’

home gym. It’s amodest housewith bright
green interiors in a cramped lane. Achinta
hasn’tspentmuchtimehere inthe last five-
six years. “Less than 30 days in the last few
years,” Alok says, as he points to the room

wherethechampionlifterhasspenthis life.
“Everything he has achieved, and become,
startedfromhere,”sayshismotherPurnima.
It started, in fact, with Alokwatching a

bodybuilding competition, getting fasci-
nated, and “wanting todo something along
those lines”. So, Purnima tookher elder son
toagymthatDasran.Acoupleofyearslater,

Achinta joinedhisbrother.
“Hewas the onewho took Achinta and

meunderhiswings,”Alok says, referring to
Das,aformernational-levelweightlifterwho
retiredprematurelyduetoabackinjury.“He
usedtotrainusforfree.Heissodedicatedto
his craft, heeven left aBSF job for it.”
AfterleavingBSF,Dasnevertookupafull-

timejob, fearing itwouldeat intohiscoach-
ing time. Achinta, he says,was frail and un-
derweightwhenhefirstcametohim.“(But)
one of the things thatmade him stand out
was his hunger for the game.Hewould not
giveupeasily,”Dayssays.

The turnaround
With the family limited by lack of re-

sources, Das supportedAchintawith lifting
gearaswellasnutritiousfood.“Duetotheirfi-
nancialcondition,itwashardforhimtomain-
tain a proper diet. I used to tell him to slow
downandhaveproper foodorelsehewould
fall sick. Thenhewent to theArmy institute
andgotthenecessarysupport,”Dassays.
The move to Army Sports Institute, in

2014,was the turningpoint.
It cameafterAchintagaveaglimpseinto

hisabilitiesatthe2013juniornationalcham-

pionships inGuwahati.
This was the beginning of a road paved

withmedals--JuniorYouthNationals, Junior
Asian Championships, Junior World
Championships, Senior Nationals,
CommonwealthChampionshipsandfinally,
theCommonwealthGames.
The consistent results across age groups,

whichmakeAchintaoneofthemostexciting
youngprospectsinIndianweightlifting,barely
surpriseAlok,whowitnessedfirst-handhow
acasual interestturnedintoanobsession.
Tomeet financialneedsafterhis father's

death, the entire family got involved in a
small embroiderybusiness.
Alokisacontractualemployeeinthefire

brigadeandstillharboursthedreamofmak-
ingitbigontheweightliftingstage.Butright
now,he ishappy to live thatdreamthrough
hisyoungerbrother.
Since Sunday night, the celebration has

not stopped in Deulpur. "It is a proudmo-
mentforallofus.Beforetoday,nooneknew
thenameofthisplace.Nowtheentirecoun-
tryisawareofhisnativeplace.Thiswillbring
the focus on young talents who are now
dreaming to following in Achintya's foot-
steps," saidSanjibSheuli- a local resident.

MIHIRVASAVDA
AUGUST1

THE60minutesagainstEnglandonMonday
showed how scintillating and silly Indian
hockeycanbe.
Inthefirst30,Olympicbronzemedallists

couldnotputa footwrongagainstEngland.
They pressed high, ran into spaces, played
cheekythroughballs,mesmerisedwiththeir
3Dskills,andscoredgoals. Indiawereflying.
In the next 30, they played like a different
team. They defended deep, were second to
most balls, couldnot findadecentpass, the
skills vanished, and conceded goals. India
crash landed.
The high-entertaining Pool B tie at

Birmingham’s University Hockey ground
endedina4-4draw.ButforIndia,it’ll feellike
a defeat, having allowed England to come
backafter they led3-0athalf-time.
Itwouldhavebeeninterestingtobeafly

onthewallintheIndiandressingroompost-
match.For,Indiarepeatedthesamemistakes
thatGrahamReid,oftenpolite toa fault,has
beenunderliningforquitesometime,espe-
cially post-Tokyo – their tendency to drop
energy,impatience,thelackofdisciplineand
consequent pressure on the defence, lead-
ing toconcedinggoals.
Theyweren’t like this when thematch

began.Bothteamswereeagertowinthistie
to avoid playing Australia –who havewon
everyCWGgoldmedal–butitwasIndiathat
cameflyingoutof theblocks.Reidwould’ve
beenhappywiththat,giventhathe’sadmit-
ted more than once during the FIH Pro
League that hehopedhis teamwould ‘start
amatchwell’.
IndiawerealloverEnglandandhadraced

to a healthy 3-0 lead, with Lalit Upadhyay
opening the scoring by latching on to a re-
bound from a penalty corner. Mandeep
Singh then scored a brace, his first coming
fromapowerful tomahawkand the second

witha littlebitof fortuneafterhereceiveda
delightfulthroughball, triedtoplayitsquare
towards the goalmouth but instead it was
deflectedpast the goalkeeper by anEnglish
player.

At that stage, India looked firmly in con-
trol. It wasn’t just the goals, themanner in
which they played gave an impression that
this team had elevated itself to a different
level,especiallywiththehigh-pressplayand
thefluencyandspeedof thecounterattacks.
After the half-time break, however,

something snapped. Frombeing adventur-
ousandaggressive,Indiawentintoaconser-
vativemode but that didn’t harm them as
muchas the indiscipline.
The players needlessly got involved in

verbal,andslightlyphysical,duelswiththeir
opponents.Englandthusmanagedtogetun-
der the skinof Indianplayers and started to
takeadvantageof that.
India got three yellow cards – Varun

Kumarwassent to thesinbintwice,once in
the 19thminute for fiveminutes and then
againinthe43rdfor10minutes,andGurjant
wassentoff inthe51st,resultinginIndiafin-
ishing thematchwith10men.
Thetimingof thecards, andtheir conse-

quences, had a direct impact on the result.
Varun’s second yellow came aminute after
LiamAnsellhadpulledonebackforEngland,
tomakeit3-1.WhiletheIndiandefendersat
on the sidelines, leaving his team exposed,
Harmanpreet Singh restored the three-goal
cushion by converting a penalty corner.
However,Englandmademostof theirman-
advantage asNicholas Bandurakmade it 4-
2 in the 47th and threeminutes later, Phil
Roper scored a brilliant solo goal to reduce
thedeficit to justonegoal.
Like Varun, Gurjant’s yellow card too

cameaminuteafterRoper’sgoal.WithIndia
reduced to ninemen, Englandwere sharp
enough tomake themost of it as Bandurak
scored his second to complete England’s
comebackand level thescores.
It’s not a devastating result as they still

haveachance to finish thegroup in firstpo-
sition.Butgiventhewaytheyplayedthefirst
half, it’scrazyIndiashouldwalkoutrelieved
afterhangingontoadraw.

PANGHALMAKESLIGHTWORKOFOPPONENT
Birmingham: Indian boxer Amit Panghal began his campaign at the
Commonwealth Games with a facile win as he stormed into the men's flyweight
(51kg) quarterfinals here on Monday. Panghal, a world championship silver
medallist, out-punched Namri Berri of Vanuatu via an unanimous verdict.PTI

SHIVANINAIK
BIRMINGHAM,AUGUST1

THETOPofherfoot-orwhat’scalledthedor-
sum-had twoneatdouble-lanedwhite tap-
ings,whichhidnastily torn skin, patchedup
withthreestitches,anddressedtolooktidy,so
asnottogiveawayanadvantage.Beneaththat
exterior, judokaShushilaDeviLikmabamfelt
intensediscomfortandaveryrealdreadofthe
stitches comingundone should she even re-
spondtoanitch.Plus,disturbingthatcovering
onthebarefootwasanopeninvitationtoop-
ponentstogofortheweakness,whichinjudo
canmeanadefinitivethrowendinginagold-
endingippon.
So, Shushila put upwith the pain for a

whole10days till she reached the48kg final,
ensuringsheneverdrewattentiontoawalk-
ingwound.“Icouldn’twalkproperlytilltoday,”
shewouldsayattheCoventryArena.
By Monday, facing Geronay Michaela

Whitebooi - aparticularlyhyper-active, rest-
lesssoulgiventoconstantattacking-poking,
gripping like aboa, feinting and thenpounc-
ing-Shusheelalastedthefirstroundwithboth
pointless,andtheboutgotdraggedintogolden
score-extratime.
ButyouknowthetaleofAchilles.Notquite

the ankle, but thedorsal caught upwith the
brave, resilientwomaneventually. About 25
seconds after someheroic defendingwhere
shemanagedabridgeattackonheropponent
but couldn’t get a pin,where shedidn’t con-
cede points on that hurting leg, Shusheela
watchedMichaelapounce inone fell swoop,
andenforceasplit-secondthrowturningher
ontheback.Caughtinbeingcautiousandde-
fending that right leg,hassledandharriedby
the younger SouthAfrican, the continental
champion,Shusheela,endedwithasilver-her
secondaftertheGlasgowGamesof2014.
“Bilkul achha nahi lag rahaa hai. Socha

goldlungi…goldhichahiyetha.Diltootgayaa
(Notfeelinggoodatall.Thoughtwillwingold,
goldiswhatIwanted.I’mheartbroken),”she
said later.
Forsomeonewhokeepsherselfpeppyand

perkedupduringmonthsofsolitudeandtrain-
ingattheInspireInstituteinVijayangar,listen-
ingtoKishoreKumarsongs,thenextfewdays
would have ‘dukhi mann mere suun Mera

kehna’thenextfewdays.“Achhanahigaati.Bas
gaatihoon(Idon’tsingwell,butsingneverthe-
less)” shewould say, still downcast aheadof
themedalceremony.
A consistentmedallist for the country,

Shusheelawas aware that only a gold could
catapultherandjudointoaspacewherebox-
ingfounditself afterMaryKomorweightlift-
ing afterMirabai Chanu. “Mujhe sab support
milaalastkuchhyearsmein.Magardukhhota
haimain kuchhnahi kar paaya (I had all the
support the last fewyears, but feel sad that I
couldn’tdoanything)”shewouldsay,unaware
of thevalueofasilver-whereshetoppedher
poolandstayedonanevenkeelinthefinaltill
thesuddenblitzfromheropponent.

Respect frompeers
Aninspiringfigureforthewholejudofra-

ternity, her opponentMichaela paidher the
besttributesaying,“herskill isexcellent. I just
kept prodding, but it was tough to break
throughher.” Intheend, itwasthefearof the
injured leg, that snappedwith awild gash in
training two days before coming to
Birmingham, and the fear of being attacked,
thatledtothemomentarylapseindefence.
Attemptingtogetpointsofherown,anda

tadfrustratedatnotbeingabletopintheSouth
African, Shusheelawasbeginning togetdes-
peratewhentheAfricanchampmadeheram-
bush.

Michaela, a two-timeAfrican champion,
is known for her hassling style, but had es-
caped the prepping dossier made by the
IndianswhowerewaitingforanEnglishop-
ponent tomake the final.As such, theSouth
AfricanfromPortElizabethtookthembysur-
prise. Herself prone to blanking out on the
mat, and falling to nerves, she hadworked
withmentaltrainerstodevelopamindsetfor
just thiskindof asituation.
“Itwasastruggletobeather,Ireallyhadto

wait,wait,andnotgiveherapoint.Toughop-
ponent,”shewouldsay.
Shehadbeenencouraged tobecomeex-

troverted-indulgeherfashioninstincts,grow
apersonalitythatshecouldassertonthemat.
“Fashion,pluseatingandsleeping,that’swhat
I like,”shewouldgrinlater
Shusheela, on theotherhand, has always

preferred oldHindi songs, and aquieter life,
though sheuploads a fewsongs inManipuri
andHindionhersocialmedia.Thepandemic
hadseenthelargelyintrovertedShusheelaen-
duremore loneliness, as she trainedwith a
maskon,andfewersparringopportunities.“It
wasdifficultthen,butIatleastgotajobafterthe
Olympics. But CWGwaswhere Iwanted a
medal,”shereiterated.
“I don’twant togive thestitchesasanex-

cuse. I just knowIdidn’twingold. So, noone
willremembersilver,”shesaid,stillcrosswith
herself.AhamstringinjuryafterthelastAsian

Gameshadpushedher into extended rehab,
and she came into the CWGa little under-
cookedinjudosharpness,havingtodealwith
thefoottear.
“I never takeholidays. Just roomtoprac-

tice,practicetoroom.SomeKishoresongsand
dance. But then thegolddidn’t comedespite
that. I could do nothing. Kuchh nahi kar
paayaa,”shewouldsay.
Foranathletewhodeliversat theGames,

shewishesthestrugglewasmoreforwinning
anOlympicmedal,thanmerelyqualifyingfor
it.“IhopeIgetachanceagain,”sheended.

Welder’s son, forged inbronze
VikasYadav recalls his twobrothers, two

sistersandmotherbeingabletoeatmealson
somedays, only after his father, awelder at
Varanasi’s Tarnavillage returnedhome from
workbringingtheday’srations.“It’sbeenalot
oftoughdays,butnowIhavejudo,”hesays,af-
terwinningbronzeattheCWG.
Havingaccompaniedhisfriendsintojudo

coaching, he quickly got good at it, with a
wicked right grip, but reckons he’s not pro-
gressedasquicklyasheshouldhave.“Bronze
isnotgreat,butit’samedal,”hewouldsaylater.
Nowhe trains at the Bhopal centre, but re-
mains thankful to his father for ensuringhe
neverslepthungry.“Wewouldwaitforhimto
bringfood,butheneverletussleephungry,”he
says.

REUTERS
AUGUST1

FIVE-TIMESOlympic championLauraKenny
urged organisers to install bigger barriers at
velodromesafter a crash involvingEngland's
Matt Walls at the Birmingham
CommonwealthGames.
TokyoGamesgoldmedallistWallsandtwo

other cyclistswere taken to hospital after a
crash during the second heat of themen's
scratchraceatLeeValleyVeloParkonSunday
Spectatorswere alsohurt afterWalls andhis
bike cameover the topof thebarriers on the
highbankingatacornerof thetrack.
Wallsreceivedtreatmentfromparamedics

for40minutesbeforeleavinginanambulance
butescapedwithoutseriousinjury."Ithinkthe
crashesaregettingworseandit'sbecausethe
speedsaregettinghigher,thepositionsareget-
tingmoreextreme,"saidKennyafterfinishing
13thinthepointsrace.
"At some point the UCI (International

CyclingUnion) are going tohave toput a cap
on these positions.Maybe there should be
screens becauseMatt shouldnot have been
able to go over the top and into the crowd -
that'sprettydamndangerous."
The30-year-oldaddedthat thecrashhad

left herunsurewhether she should compete
inherevent. "Itwasplayingonmymindear-
lier, ImessagedJason(herhusband)andsaid:
'I'mnotsureIevenwanttodothis.'Itjustputs
everythingintoperspectivewhensomething
like thathappens." Thecrashwas thesecond
major incident in cycling at theGames after
England's Joe Truman suffered abroken col-
larbone.

Wounded hero
Undeterred by a troublesome foot, judoka Shushila fights bravely but has to settle for 48kg silver

EXPRESSINBIRMINGHAM

INDIAWRAP

Prakash’scampaign
comestoanend
Ace Indian swimmer Sajan Prakash's
campaign ended at the
Commonwealth Games as exited in
thesemifinalsofthemen's100mbut-
terflyeventhereonMonday.Thesea-
sonedPrakashclocked54.24seconds
tofinisheighthinhissemifinal,finish-
inglastamongthe16swimmerswho
progressed to the semifinals. He had
failed tomake the finals of his other
twoevents—50mand200mbutterfly
aswell.

Ghosalenterssemis,
Joshnaexits
India's leading squash player Saurav
Ghosalprogressedtothemen'ssingles
semifinals, but it was curtains for
JoshnaChinappaasshesufferedaloss
to Canada's Hollie Naughton in the
women'ssinglesquarterfinals .

Pranatifinishes
fifthinvault
India'sPranatiNayakfinishedfifth in
women's vault final of artistic gym-
nasticseventat theCommonwealth
Games here on Monday. The 27-
year-old fromWestBengal,whohas
wonbronzemedals at the 2019 and
2022 Asian Championships, scored
13.633 inher first vault attempt and
11.766 in her second go for an aver-
age of 12.699 at the Arena
Birmingham. Pranati, who scored
13.275 in the qualification, was
handedapenaltyof0.1and0.3inher
twoattempts.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

ThegymfromwhereAchintaSheuli,73kggoldwinner,gothis start. SayakDutta/PTI

ShushilaDeviLikmabam(whites)putupwiththefootpain forawhole10daystill shereachedthe48kgfinal. AP

MEDAL’STALLY
RankNation Gold SilverBronze Total
1. Australia 26 18 20 64
2. England 18 18 10 47
3. NewZealand 12 7 4 23
4. SouthAfrica 5 1 3 9
5. Canada 4 9 14 27
6. India 3 3 2 8

SCHEDULE

LAWNBOWLS(WOMEN'S
FOURS-GOLDMEDALMATCH)

INDIAVSSA(4.15pm)
IndiaLawnBowlswomen’s four
teamcreatedhistoryonMonday
whentheydefeatedNewZealand16-
13inthesemifinalsandbookedtheir
placeinthefinal.Havingassured
themselvesat leastasilver, theywill
nowfaceSouthAfrica intheultimate
clashtosecurethegoldmedal

HOCKEY (WOMEN’S)
INDIAVSENGLAND(6.30pm)

ATHLETICS
LONG JUMPQUALIFICATION(M)
(2:30PM- SREESHANKAR,ANEES)
HIGH JUMPQUALIFICATION(M)
(12AM3RD- TEJASWIN)
DISCUSFINAL(W)(12.52AM
3RD-NAVJEET,SEEMA)

WEIGHTLIFTING
Punam Yadav 76 kg (2 PM)

Vikas Thakur 96 kg (6.30 PM)

Usha Kumara 87 kg (11 PM)

*Asof11:30pm,August1

MandeepSinghscoredabrace for India
againstEnglandonMonday. HI

At somepoint theUCI are going to
have toput a capon these
positions.Maybe there shouldbe
screensbecauseMatt should not
havebeenable to goover the top
and into the crowd - that's pretty
damndangerous.”

LAURAKENNY
FIVE-TIMESOLYMPICCHAMPIONCYCLIST

New Delhi


	020822_IL_01.pdf
	020822_IL_02.pdf
	020822_IL_03.pdf
	020822_IL_04.pdf
	020822_IL_05R.pdf
	020822_IL_06.pdf
	020822_IL_07.pdf
	020822_IL_08 EPAPER ONLY.pdf
	020822_IL_09.pdf
	020822_IL_10.pdf
	020822_IL_11.pdf
	020822_IL_12.pdf
	020822_IL_13.pdf
	020822_IL_14.pdf
	020822_IL_15R.pdf
	020822_IL_16R.pdf
	020822_IL_17.pdf
	020822_IL_18.pdf

