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YOGESHNAIK
MUMBAI, AUGUST18

AN ABANDONED yacht was
Thursday found adrift off
Maharashtra,carryingthreeAK-
74riflesandammunition,briefly
settingoffasecurityscarebefore
officials ruledouta terrorangle.
The yacht’s sailing master,

alsothehusbandofitsAustralian
owner, told The Indian Express
thattheweaponsweremeantas
protectionagainstSomalipirates
— and that he nowwants the
vesselback.
AseniorCoastGuardofficial,

meanwhile, confirmed that the
weaponswereall legal.
The 16-metre-long yacht,

Lady Han, was found by local
fisherfolk off Harihareshwar
beach inRaigaddistrict, 190km
fromMumbai, in themorning.
The UK-flagged craft had

originallysetsail fromWestAsia
towards Europe (the UK, as per
theCoastGuard)beforemisfor-
tunestruck.
Speaking to The Indian

ExpressoverphonefromtheUK,
sailingmasterRobertJamessaid:
“Thisyachtisownedbymywife.
Iwassailingwiththreeothersto
Europe from Dubai. Our next
halt was at Salalah (Oman) and
later, wewere to pass through
theSuezCanal.”
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Theyacht foundoffMaharashtra’sRaigadcoastonThursday.PTI

Yacht found adrift off Raigad coast with weapons,
owner’s husband says to keep Somali pirates at bay

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

Observationdaysbeforehis‘sexually
provocative’dressremarkinanother
sexualharassmentcaseagainstactivist

HAMZAKHAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

OVER25daysstartingJuly20,the
family of nine-year-old Indra
KumarMeghwal, the Dalit boy
fromJalorewhowasassaulted,al-
legedlybyhisupper-casteteacher,
desperatelyrushedhimfromone
hospitaltoanother,coveringclose
to 1,300 kilometres across
Rajasthan andGujarat beforehe

diedinanAhmedabadhospital—
theeighthhehadbeentakento—
onthemorningofAugust13.
His family had said that he

wasassaulted,allegedlyfordrink-
ingwaterfromapotreservedfor
theupper-casteteacher.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

THENITIAayoghasaskeditsof-
ficialstoget“allOp-Eds/articles”
approved—by the chief execu-
tive officer (CEO) in the case of
senior officials, and by the “re-
spective advisers” in the case of
juniorofficials—beforesending
them for “external publication”

toanymediaoutlet.
Inacommunicationtoitsof-

ficials,datedMay12,thegovern-
ment’s topthinktanksaid:“The
undersigned is directed to con-
veyforstrictcompliancethatall
Op-Eds/Articles written by
Officers/ Officials of NITI Aayog,
in which they identify them-
selvesasanofficer/official/em-
ployee of NITI Aayog, that are
sent for external publication in

newspapers/magazines/ news
sitesetc.mustbedulyapproved
by the respective Adviser...
Articles by Senior Advisers/
Advisers/VerticalHeads should
beapprovedbytheCEO.”
“All Op-Eds/Articles have to

be sent for publication only
through the Communications
Vertical... The Communications
Verticalwilltakethefinalcallon

CONTINUEDONPAGE13

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST18

THEKOZHIKODEsessionsjudge,
whograntedanticipatorybailto
writer and social activist Civic
Chandran in an alleged sexual
harassment case saying the ac-
cused had produced photo-
graphs showing the com-
plainant in “sexually
provocative” dresses, granted
anticipatorybail toChandran in
anothercasedaysearlier,saying
it is“highlyunbelievablethathe
willtouchthebodyof thevictim
fullyknowingthatsheisamem-

berof ScheduledCaste”.
InanAugust2orderonantic-

ipatory bail following a July 17
complaintbyaDalitwriter—she
alleged that Chandran,who is in
his 70s, tried to kiss her on the
neck andoutragedhermodesty
on April 17 — Sessions Judge
SKrishnaKumarsaidoffencesun-
dertheScheduledCastesandthe
Scheduled Tribes (Preventionof
Atrocities)Actwillnotprimafacie
standagainsttheaccusedbecause
it is “highlyunbelievable that he
will touch thebodyof thevictim
fullyknowingthatsheisamem-
berofScheduledCaste.Inorderto
attracttheoffenceundertheAct,

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Row over new voters:
J&K admin says over
22 lakh are first-timers
NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,AUGUST18

AMID THE political uproar over
an expected addition of 25 lakh
new voters in Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K), the administra-
tion said on Thursday that the
figureincludesover22lakhfirst-
timevoters.
On Wednesday, J&K Chief

Electoral OfficerHirdeshKumar
hadsaidthataround25lakhnew
votersareexpectedtobeenrolled,
with those “ordinarily” residing
in J&K and having achieved the
age of 18 years or above as on
October1tobeincluded.
A special summary revision

ofelectoralrolls isbeingheldfor
the first time in J&K after abro-

gation of Article 370 in 2019, a
precursor to long-awaited elec-
tions in thestate.
Thelastspecialsummaryre-

visionof electoral rollswasheld
withreferencetoJanuary1,2019
as the qualifying date. So those
whohaveattained18yearsofage
afterJanuary1,2019areexpected
toberegisteredduringthis revi-
sion, alongwith thosewhomay
havebeenleftoutearlier.
“Based on the population

projections by the Registrar
General of India, the projected
18+ population in J&K as on

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
AUGUST18

AS INDIAwaspreparing to shut
down its embassy in Kabul on
August 15 last year in thewake

of the Taliban takeover, Hamid
KarzaiurgedIndianAmbassador
Rudrendra Tandon not to leave,
the former President of

Afghanistansaidinaninterview
toThe IndianExpress.
“Well, of course, it was very

clear that I advised him not to
leave,” Karzai said, declining to
givedetails of that conversation.
“TherewasnoreasonforIndiato
leave, I amglad they are coming
back.I’vebeenurgingIndiangov-
ernment leaders to re-open the
embassy. There’s somuch rela-
tionship between Afghanistan
and India that requires India's
presencehere.Activefullstrength
presence here. So I’m glad they
arereturning.AndIwantthemto
returnfull-fledged, full force.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE13

EXPRESSINKABUL

‘HAVETOOPENGIRLSCHOOLS,COUNTRYCAN’TDIE’

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, AUGUST18

JUSTICE (RETIRED) U D Salvi,
who had sentenced 11men to
life imprisonment in 2008 for
the gangrape of Bilkis Bano and
murder of her familymembers
during the 2002 Gujarat riots,
saidThursdaythat“theonewho
suffersknows itbetter”.
The 11 convicts were freed

fromjailMondayafteraGujarat
government panel approved
theirapplicationforremissionof
sentence.
Presidingoverthetrial,Justice

Salvi, then special judge in the
Mumbai City Civil and Sessions

Court, had convicted themen,
whileobservingthatBilkis’sdep-
ositionwas“courageous”.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Aprotest inDelhiagainst theremissionof sentenceof the
BilkisBanocaseconvicts,onThursday.AmitMehra

REVISIONOFELECTORALROLLS INJ&K

HAMIDKARZAI
FORMERAFGHANISTANPRESIDENT

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

‘After takeover, I told Indian envoy
not to leave… glad they coming back’

MONETARYPOLICYFRAMEWORK

Inflation targetbreach:
RBIcommitteewillmeet
todraft report forGovt
LikelihoodofCPI targetcrossing6%for3straightquarters

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

THERESERVEBank of Indiawill
call a special meeting of its
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC)afterOctober12todiscuss
a report itwill have to submit to
theUnion government explain-
ingthereasonsfortheaveragere-
tailinflationremainingabovethe
uppertolerancelimitof6percent
forthreeconsecutivequarters.
The Union government, in

consultationwith the RBI, fixes
the inflation target for the cen-
tral bankevery five years. It had
fixeditat4percentplus/minus
2percent(upperlimit6percent,
lowerlimit2percent)forthepe-
riodAugust5,2016toMarch31,
2021,andretaineditforthenext
fiveyearsendingMarch31,2026.
With the political class over

years realising that inflation or
price rise hurts the poorest the
mostandalsoadverselyimpacts
growth in the long run, the
Union government decided to

provideastatutorybasis for im-
plementing inflation targets by
the RBI. A monetary policy
frameworkwassignedbetween
then RBI Governor Raghuram
Rajan (onbehalf of theRBI) and
then Finance Secretary Rajiv
Mehrishi (on behalf of the

President)onFebruary20,2015.
TheRBIAct,1934,wasamended
inMay2016,givingeffecttothis
frameworkagreement.
The framework agreement

requires the RBI to submit a re-
port to theUniongovernment if
it is inbreachof theinflationtar-
gets for three consecutivequar-
ters. In eight years, this will be
thefirsttimetheRBIwouldhave
letretail inflationslipbeyondthe
upper tolerance limit of 6 per
cent for threestraightquarters.
Theaverageretail inflationin
CONTINUEDONPAGE13

THERBIhasmultiple
roles,but it’saccountable
foroneprimaryobjective
—keepinginflationwithin
aflexiblerangeof2per
centto6percent. If it fails,
theRBIAct, throughthe
monetarypolicyframe-
work,requires it toexplain
whyitcouldn’tsticktothe
target,whatactionitpro-
posestoremedy,andby
whenitcansetthings
right.
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Onewhosuffers
knows itbetter,
says JusticeSalvi

Bilkis case remission: Judge who
convicted 11 says for court to see

Get approval for any media article before
publication, NITI Aayog tells its officials

Highly unbelievable
he will touch the
victim knowing she
is SC: Kerala judge

AttheMeghwalhomein
Jalore.DeepMukherjee

1300 km, 8 hospitals, 25 days: Family’s
desperate bid to try & save Jalore boy
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Routledge DIAS
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author at a discounted rate)

Starts on 10 October 2022; 2 Demo Classes; Seats: 50
(Discount for SC/ST/OBC/EWS Candidates)

MEET THE AUTHOR
Introduction to Sociology: Concepts and Theories

FOUNDATION COURSE (MAINS 2023)

POSTAL COURSE (June 2022 Edition)

26/3, Basement, Near Madonna Hotel, Opp. Vijay Photostat,

Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60. Contact: 9999663160, Email: adityadse@gmail.com

Website: www.sociologybyadityamongra.com Facebook Page: Sociology By Aditya Mongra

Aditya Mongra DIAS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

BhaskarHazarika’s
‘Aamis’isataleof
hungerforloveandflesh
MOVIEPOLICE
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Bilkis case
“Iwouldonlywanttosaythat

thereareguidelines(ontheaspect
ofgrantofremission),thestateit-
self lays down these guidelines.
There are SupremeCourt judg-
ments on this too,” he told The
IndianExpress.
Thetrialwasconductedbefore

the Mumbai court after it was
transferredbytheSCin2004from
Gujarat followingapprehensions
about its fairness and threats to
Bilkis.Theevidenceinthecaseran
intothousandsofpages,including
witnessstatements.
“Thejudgementwasdelivered

a long time ago. Now it is in the
hands of the government. The
state has to make a decision.
Whether it is correct ornot is for
thecourtconcernedorasuperior
courttosee,”JusticeSalvisaid.
After the release of the con-

victs, Bilkis issued a statement
throughher lawyer. “Today, I can
onlysaythis -howcanjustice for
anywomanendlikethis?Itrusted
the highest courts in our land. I
trusted the system and I was

slowly learning to livewithmy
trauma.Thereleaseof thesecon-
victshastakenfrommemypeace
andshakenmyfaithinjustice,”her
statementsaid.
Justice Salvi said he had not

seenherstatementbutthejudge-
mentinthecasewasforalltoread.
“The judgement can explain

manythings;thecircumstancesof
thecase,whoareinvolved,andin
whatway the crime tookplace.
She (Bilkis) hadnamed theper-
sons involved. It was not only
basedon identificationof theac-
cused,” he said. “The judgement
will speak for itself. The judge-
ment, the evidence before the
court, confirmationof the judge-
mentbytheSupremeCourtcanbe
seen. Thesewouldbebefore the
statewhichhastotakeacomplete
viewalongwith the factual sce-
nario nowand then take adeci-
sion.Itcannotbeseeninisolation,”
hesaid.

Jalore boy
Achartingofthefamily’sjour-

neyfromthetimetheyleftSurana
villageinJaloreonJuly20presents

a disturbing picture of
theirdesperationastheytookhim
fromonehospitaltoanother.
Areport,basedonstatements

byIndra’sfatherDevaramandone
ofhisuncles,hasbeenpreparedby
Subhash Chandra Mani, an
AssistantDirectorofSocialJustice
andEmpowermentDepartment,
Jalore. According to the report –
shared with the National
CommissionforScheduledCastes
(NCSC),NewDelhi–Indraleft for
schoolaround7amonJuly20and
reachedschoolabouthalfanhour
later.During the lunchbreak, be-
tween10.30amand11am,hepro-
ceeded todrinkwater fromapot
meant for the teacherandschool
owner, Chail Singh.Upon seeing
Indradrinkingwaterfromthepot,
thereportsaid,Singhallegedlyas-
saultedIndra,followingwhichhe
startedbleedingfromhisearand
felltotheground.
Thereportsaidonceschoolgot

over, Indrawent to his father’s
puncturerepairshopthat’sacross
thestreetfromtheschoolandnar-
ratedtheordealtohisfather.Later
intheday,withthepaininhisear
worsening, the family got him
medicines fromastore andad-
ministeredthemtohim.
When that didn't help, the

familytookIndratoBajranghos-
pital in Bagoda, 13kmaway, in
Jalore– thereportdoesn'tmen-
tionifhewastakenthesameday
orthefollowingday.Asthepain
subsided,thefamilybroughthim
backhome,thereportadded.
Adayor two later,when the

pain shot up again, the family

tookhimtoAsthaMultispeciality
hospitalinBhinmal,closeto50km
fromSuranavillage.Adaylater,the
pain reduced and they brought
himbackhome.However,thepain
shot up again the followingday,
andthefamilytookhimtoTriveni
HospitalinBhinmal,wherehewas
admittedfortwodays.
A day after hewas brought

home, thepain shotupyet again
andthefamilytookhimtoalocal
hospitalinSurana,wherethedoc-
torstoldthemtotakehimtoDeesa
inGujarat–155kmaway.InDeesa,
thefamilyadmittedIndratoKarni
Hospital.Followingtreatment,the
doctorsdischargedhimabout24
hours later, and the family re-
turnedhometoRajasthan.
Once home, Indra’s health

worsened and they once again
took him to Triveni hospital in
Bhinmal.Here, hewas admitted
forthreedays.Whenthepaingot
worse,thefamilyrushedhimtoa
hospitalinMehsana,Gujarat,over
300kmfromBhinmal,wherehe
was kept for six days. However,
withhishealthshowingnosignof
improvement,thefamilytookhim
toGeetanjaliHospital inUdaipur,
over270kmfromMehsana.Indra
waskepthereforaday,and,onthe
advice of doctors there, taken to
CivilHospitalinAhmedabad.
According to thereport, Indra

wasadmittedat theAhmedabad
hospitalforabout24hoursbefore
he passed away at 11.30 amon
August13.
A doctor at the Ahmedabad

Civil Hospital, who is aware of
Indra'scase,said:“Hewasbrought

to thehospital onAugust 11and
hediedonAugust13. Initialdiag-
nosiswasthatofchronicsuppura-
tive otitismedia (CSOM), along
with infection in theeyeball and
venoussinusthrombosis(clotsin
brain’sveins).Whenachildhasa
throatinfection,theinfectionmay
goup to themiddle ear through
theEustachian tube (whichcon-
nectsthethroattothemiddleear).
When the infection reaches the
middleear,it’scalledacutesuppu-
rativeotitismedia(ACOM).Aftera
weekor so after a child has suf-
fered from ACOM, it goes into
chronicdisease,becomingCSOM.
CSOMcanthenperforatethetym-
panicmembrane (the eardrum)

andpusstartscomingout.Thein-
fection,ifuntreated,canspreadto
allthevitalorgansintheskullarea
as the cavity is interconnected.”
Thedoctor said the final causeof
deathisyettobeascertained.
By theendof their travelsbe-

tweenhomeand thesemultiple
hospitals across Rajasthan and
Gujarat,fromJuly20toAugust13,
theMeghwal familyhadcovered
atleast1,259kilometres.

Kerala judge
ithastobeestablishedthattheact
of the accused was with the
knowledge that the victim be-
longedtoamemberofST/ST.’’
He said available materials

showed“this isanattempttotar-
nishthestatusoftheaccusedinso-
ciety. He is fighting against the
castesystemandisinvolvedinsev-
eralagitations.Itisnotatallstated
inthefirstinformationstatement
that the act of the accusedwas
with theknowledge that thevic-
timbelongedtoamemberofSC…
Theaccused is a reformist and is
engaged in fighting against the
caste system,writing for a caste-
lesssociety.Sooffencesundersec-
tions3(1)W(1)andsection3(2)
(va) of the SC ST Atrocities
(Prevention)Actwillnotprimafa-
ciestandagainsttheaccused.’’
Chandranwasbookedunder

sections354,354(A)(i),354A(2),
and354D(2)of the
IPCandsections3(1)
w(1)and3(2)(va)of
the Scheduled
Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of
Atrocities)Act.
Referring to sec-

tion3 (1)W(1) and
section3 (2) (va) of
the SC/ST Act, the
judge said the ac-
cused should have
knowledge that the
victimbelongstothe
SC/ST category and
suchact is of sexual
nature andwithout
consent. He said
therewas no satis-
factory explanation
fromthewomanre-
garding thedelay in
filingthecomplaint.
Considering the

ageandhealth con-
ditionoftheaccused,
itcannotbebelieved
that he kissed the
womanwhoistaller
thanhim, the judge
said,notingthatthey
hadcordialrelations,
but had a dispute
overpublicationofa
workshewrote.
Inanotherorder

granting anticipa-
torybailtoChandran
onAugust 12 – the
second complaint
toowasofsexualha-
rassment – Judge S
KrishnaKumarsaid,
“In order to attract
Section354A (sex-
ual harassment),
theremustbephys-
ical contact andad-
vancesinvolvingun-
welcome and
explicit sexualover-
tures.Theremustbe
ademandorrequest
for sexual favours.
Theremustbeasex-
ually coloured re-
mark. The photo-
graphs produced
with the anticipa-
torybail application
by the accused re-
veal that the com-
plainant herself is
exposing todresses

which are sexually provocative.
Section354Awillnotprimafacie
standagainsttheaccused.’’

J&K voters
July1,2022isexpectedtobe98.96
lakh,whereastheregisteredelec-
tors as ondate are over 76 lakh.
Thereisagapof22,93,603.Itisthis
gapwhichwasusedtoconveythe
tentative expectation from the
special summary revision,” gov-
ernmentsourcessaid.
Officials saidbefore theabro-

gationofArticle370,theelectoral
rolls for theAssemblypollswere
made under the ambit of the
Jammu and Kashmir
Representationof thePeopleAct
1957,wherein only permanent
residentsofJ&Kwereeligibletobe
registered. “With theabrogation
ofArticle370andapplicabilityof
theRepresentationof thePeople
Act1950and1951, anycitizenof
Indiawhohasattainedthequalify-
ingageandis ‘ordinarilyresiding’
ataplaceiseligibletoberegistered
intheelectoralrollof thatplace,if
notdisqualifiedotherwise,” said
anofficial.
On Wednesday, the Chief

ElectoralOfficerhadsaidtherewas
noneedforonetohaveadomicile
certificate or to be apermanent
residenttobeenlistedasavoterin
J&Kanymore.Hehadsaidthatan
employee,astudent,alabourer,or
anyoneelseordinarily residing in
J&Kcouldbecomeavoternow.
According to theadministra-

tion, evenprior to abrogationof
Article370, thesepeoplewereel-
igible toberegistered in theelec-
toral rolls “if theywereordinarily
residinginanyAssemblysegment
of J&K, but had the right to vote
only in parliamentary elections
and were categorised as Non
PermanentResidentvoters.”
There are no changes to the

voting provisions for Kashmiri
Pandits. For the Armed Forces,
“therealreadyexistsaprovisionfor
them tobe registered as service
voters for their nativeAssembly
constituencyandavail thefacility
ofelectronicallytransferredpostal
ballotsystem,”saidsources.
Allmainstreamparties in the

Valley have questioned the ex-
pected addition of lakhs of new
voters,andaccusedtheBJPoftilt-
ingthebalanceinitsfavour.
NationalConferencepresident

FarooqAbdullahhasconvenedan
all-partymeetingonAugust22to
discusstheissue.
PDP chief MehboobaMufti

said theadditionof thenewvot-
ers is “the lastnail in thecoffinof
electoral democracy in J&K”. She
said:“Theydidpartoftheirrigging
withthedelimitationcommission,
achievingasmuchgerrymander-
ingastheycouldthroughthat.”
“Is the BJP so insecure about

support fromgenuine voters of
J&Kthatitneedstoimporttempo-
rary voters to win seats?” NC
leaderOmarAbdullahtweetedon
Wednesday. People’sConference
chairman Sajad Lone has also
termedthemoveas“dangerous”
and“disastrous”.
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National Awards for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities, 2021 and 2022

An advertisement inviting applications for National
Awards for Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities for 2021 and 2022 has been published
in newspapers on 15th July 2022.

2. It is for information of all including aspiring
applicants that Applications/nominations may be
submitted through online mode on the password
protected centralized portal (www.awards.gov.in).

3. The Award portal is open for submitting
applications/nominations w.e.f. 15th July, 2022 to
28th August, 2022. Eligibility criteria and other
details are available in the simplified and
rationalized Guidelines for National Awards for
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
available on the website of the Department
(www.disabilityaffairs.gov.in) as also on the Award
Portal (www.awards.gov.in)

4. Applications in physical form/e-mail will not be
accepted/considered for these National Awards.

DAVP 38117/11/0029/2223

PPrriinncciippaall

DESHBANDHU COLLEGE
(UNIVERSITY OF DELHI)

KALKAJI, NEW DELHI-110019

Advt. No. F.4/DBC/NTS/Adv./01/2022/01

Dated: 19.08.2022

Online applications are invited in the
prescribed Application Form from the
eligible candidates for appointment
t o t h e v a r i o u s N o n - t ea c h i n g
positions.

T h e l a st d a te fo r r e c e i pt o f
application is within 21 days from the
date of publication of advertisement
in the Employment News. For details,
please visit the college website:
www.deshbandhucollege.ac.in

Any addendum/corrigendum shall be
posted only on the College website.

ANURAGTHAKURHITSBACK

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

DELHI DEPUTY Chief Minister
Manish Sisodiawrote to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
Thursday, saying the elected
government of Delhi was not
kept in the loop about the deci-
sion to send Rohingya refugees
to EWS flats in Bakkarwala, and
that it was opposed to any per-
manent or temporary houses
being given to “Bangladeshi
Rohingya” inDelhi.
The letter comes a day after

Union minister Hardeep Puri
tweeted that Rohingya
“refugees” would be provided
housingandpoliceprotectionin
Delhi. The Ministry of Home
Affairs, however, said the illegal
immigrants couldn’t bemoved
andare tobedeportedsoon.
Officials told The Indian

Express that the FRRO, which
comesundertheMHA,hadwrit-
ten to the Delhi government,
askingforaspacetocreateade-
tention centre to shift the
Rohingyarefugees.Afterseveral
meetings,heldoverayear, itwas
decided that the NDMCwould
provide the EWS flats at
Bakkarwala.

Sisodia, in his letter, wrote
thattheelectedgovernmentwas
neithertakenintoconfidencenor
informed of the move. “I am
shocked... In Delhi's Home
Department, police-related de-
cisions are takenby theCentre...
Officers from the Centre aswell
as theDelhi Policewerepresent
in themeeting held on July 29,
whichwas chaired by theDelhi
ChiefSecretary.Thefilewastobe
sentdirectlytotheL-G,notkeep-
ing the elected government or
ministers inthe loop,”hewrote.
He also said that if the deci-

sion to move the Rohingya to
Bakkarwalawas takenwithout
theknowledgeof theCentre, an
enquiry should be ordered. “It

should be investigatedwho in
theCentre,alongwithDelhigov-
ernmentofficers,wastakingthis
decisionkeepingtheelectedgov-
ernmentofDelhioutoftheloop,
andatwhosebehest,”hewrote.
Earlier,duringapressconfer-

ence, when asked if the Delhi
government is against giving
flats to the Rohingya or against
having the refugees in Delhi at
all, Sisodia said, “Rohingya and
illegaloccupants,whoareliving
inthecountryviolatingtherules
of the country, have to be dealt
withby theCentre.”
Union Information and

BroadcastingMinister and BJP
leader Anurag Thakur, mean-
while,Thursdaysaidnationalse-
curityisofutmostimportanceto
theModi government and ille-
gal migrants will not be given
shelter in the country. He said
the Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP
governmentwas ready to com-
promise national security for
votebankpolitics.
“Rohingyawho live here are

illegal migrants who are given
free water, electricity, ration;
now even free flats were to be
given to themby theDelhi gov-
ernment,” theMinistersaid,ad-
dressing reporters at his resi-
dence inNewDelhi.

“Kejriwalwillhavetoanswer
why thiswas being done by his
officials, what is his compul-
sion,” he added, brandishing an
official letter written by Delhi
governmentofficialsonJune23,
2021,mentioningtheallotment
of EWS flats in Bakkarwala to
Rohingya.
Theletter,whichwassentby

the Home Department to
NDMC, also states that the
ForeignersRegionalRegistration
Office, which comes under the
Ministry of Home Affairs, has
writtentothegovernment,seek-
ing aplace to create adetention
centreforwhichtheEWSflatsat
Bakkarwalawerechosen.
Calling the Chief Minister a

“jhooth mantri”, Thakur said,
“Kejriwalshouldanswerwhyhe
hasn’t beenable todecideupon
a place for creating a detention
centre for illegal immigrants in
the capital. Will the Delhi CM
nowwakeupandrespond?”
“Theyhaveliedagain,distrib-

uted ‘revdis (freebies)’,” Thakur
said, adding that the Home
Ministry had instructed the
Delhi government time and
againnot tomoveRohingyaout
of their temporary shelters and
create detention centres for
them.

Rohingya have to be dealt
with by Centre, says Sisodia

DelhiDeputyCMManish
Sisodia;UnionI&BMinister
AnuragThakur

BRIEFLY
Womanwanted
inover25cases
oftheftheld
Ghaziabad:A30-year-old
woman,allegedlywanted
inover25casesof theft in
multiple states for over
a decade, was arrested
Wednesday evening.
PoonamShah alias Kajal
alias Preeti was living in
UttamNagar,Delhi,police
said,addingthattwoofher
associatesareabsconding.

DUExecutive
Councilnod
toFYUPfirst
semsyllabi
NewDelhi:DU’sExecutive
Council Thursday ap-
proved the first semester
syllabiof thevariouspro-
grammeswhichformthe
four-yearUndergraduate
CurriculumFrameworkto
be introduced in the
2022-23 academic year.
RegistrarVikasGuptacon-
firmedthattheECpassed
the courses which had
been approved by the
Academic Council earlier
thismonth.ENS

New Delhi
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L-G V K Saxena has written to
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
pointing out that “severalmajor
projectshavebeenheldupforan
unreasonable period of time”
since they are awaiting permis-
sion for felling or transplanting
treesundertheDelhiPreservation
ofTreesofAct,1994.
Among theprojects he listed

as being “held up on account of
the above reason” was the
Executive Enclave of theCentral
Vista project. The Indian Express
hadreportedonAugust9thatthe
Delhi State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA)
was yet to grant environment
clearance to Executive Enclave,
which will house the Prime
Minister’s Office, Cabinet
Secretariat, National Security
Council Secretariat and India
House. The SEIAA had sent the
CentralPublicWorksDepartment

(CPWD) proposal for environ-
ment clearanceback to the State
Expert Appraisal Committee
(SEAC) earlier this year, asking it
to examine the implementation
oftheTreeTransplantationPolicy
since“substantialtreetransplan-
tationisinvolved”.
TheDelhigovernmentdidnot

respond to calls andmessages
seekingcommentonthematter.
Saxena listed other projects

beingexecutedbyUniongovern-
mentdepartmentsandagencies,
andDelhiMetro thatwere“held
up such as redevelopment of

GeneralPoolAccommodationat
Sriniwaspuri/SarojiniNagar,con-
struction of residential quarters
for Central Industrial Security
Force, corridors of DelhiMRTS
Phase IV, Dwarka Expressway,
andEMUatHazratNizamuddin
RailwayStationetc.”
The letter noted that “such

unwarranteddelaysindisposalof
applications regarding permis-
sionfortreecutting/transplanta-
tionisresultinginwasteofpublic
fundsdue to timeandcostover-
runof theprojects forwhich ac-
countabilityneedstobefixed.”

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

DELHI TECHNOLOGICAL
University (DTU), formerly
known as the Delhi College of
Engineering, has “suspended”
more thana thirdof itsmaster’s
programmes for the academic
year2022-23onaccountof“less
number of admissions”, The
IndianExpresshas learnt.
At least 10 out of the 26

M.Tech programmes offered at
DTU will not run this year as
two-thirds of the sanctioned
seats in the 10programmesdid
not findanytakers.
These 10 programmes that

collectively offered about 250
seats are MTech in
Bioinformatics; Industrial
Biotechnology; Hydraulics &
Water Resources Engineering;
Geoinformatics; Geotechnical
Engineering; Microwave and
Optical Commu-nication
Engineering; Control and
Instrumentation;PowerSystem;
Production Engineering;
Thermal Engineering. Of these,
two programmes are from the
department of Biotechnology,
threefromCivilEngineering,two
fromElectricalEngineering,two
fromMechanical Engineering,
and one from Electronics and
CommunicationEngineering.
In an office order released

twoweeksago,acopyofwhichis
withThe IndianExpress, students
whohavealreadybeenadmitted
to the above suspended pro-
grammeswillbeofferedatransfer
toanotherprogramme,subjectto
theeligibilitycriteriaandavailabil-
ityofseatsintherelevantM.Tech
branch.Incasevacantseatsarenot
availableinthedesiredbranch,the
institute has announced that it
willrefunddepositedfees.
DTU is a stateuniversity and

is counted among the premier
engineeringschoolsinthecoun-
try. Itranked35nationallyinthe
latest edition of the National
InstituteRankingFramework.
TheM.Tech seats remaining

vacanthavebeenapersistentis-
sue at engineering colleges, but
reputed institutions have been
mostlyspared.AttheIITs, for in-
stance,aboutaquarterofM.Tech
seats fall vacant mainly on ac-
count of students leaving the
programmemidway after find-
ingajobwithpublicsectorunits
or PSUs. However, an IIT has
never “suspended” a pro-
grammebecauseofdropoutsor
vacant seats.

AtDTU,however,thevacancy
problems seemmore acute. So
muchso, thattheinstitute, inan
Academic Council meeting in
Maythisyear,approvedapolicy
decisionthatifadmissionsmade
in anyM.Tech programme are
lessthanone-thirdof totalseats
approvedbytheAllIndiaCouncil
forTechnicalEducation(AICTE),
then that engineering branch
will remain suspended for that
academicyear.
The previous year's admis-

sionbrochurehadstatedthatthe
institutereservestherighttoter-
minateorsuspendaspecificpro-
gramme in case a sufficient
number of students are not ad-
mittedtoit.Astandingcommit-
tee, to look into this year's
M.Techadmissions,hadrecom-
mendedthisone-thirdformula,
which was approved by the
AcademicCouncil.
“We have closed M.Tech

coursesinthepastaswellwhen
we've had low admissions, but
this year we finalised a policy
that we’ll close those that have
less than one-third admissions.
Inmostcases,studentscomefor
programmes in Computer
Sciences and IT, and these have
100% admissions. In streams
such as Mechanical, Civil,
ElectricalandBiotech, thenum-
ber of students in undergradu-
ate courses itself has become
low and fewer admissions in
postgraduationintheseareasare
aconsequenceofthat.Privatein-
stitutes have shut down UG
courses in these areas and
they're left only in government
colleges,”saidDTU'sactingVice-
Chancellor J P Saini, stating that
theinstitutewillbelookingatre-
naming and refashioning these
coursesindirectionofComputer
Sciences andMachine Learning
todrawmoreadmissions.
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WITH 10 days to go for the
Supertech towers’ demolition,
the Noida Authority Thursday
convened ameeting to discuss
steps to bring down the two
buildings safely on August 28
and the 'evacuationplan for the
exclusionzone'.
The roadborderingEmerald

Court in the north; service road
on Noida Expressway which
goestowardsDelhiinthesouth;
the road between ATS Village
and Parsvnath Srishti apart-
ments in the east; and a park in
Sector93Aadjoiningtheflyover
inthewestcomesundertheex-
clusionzonevis-a-visthedemo-
lition site. Certain directions
were given by the Authority in
themeetingsuchas:

■ Residents of Supertech
Emerald Court and ATS Village
willberequiredtoevacuatetheir
flatsby7amonAugust28

■ Security staff at Emerald

CourtandATSVillagecanstayin
thepremisesonlytill12noonon
August28,butwillhavetoevac-
uateby12noon

■Residentsofbothsocieties
arerequiredtoremovetheirve-
hiclesfromtheirrespectivecom-
plexes

■ If aresidenthasmorethan
onevehicle anddoesnothavea
place topark it,NoidaAuthority
will provide additional parking

facilities to suchresidents
■Onceclearance is givenby

Edifice Engineering, residents
can return to their respective
flatsby4pmonAugust28

■ On August 28, traffic on
Noida-Greater Noida
Expresswaywill be shut com-
pletely between 2.15 pm -2.45
pm.

■ Fire tenders, ambulances
and other emergency services

will be parked on the road next
toaparkinfrontofthetwintow-
ers
Themeeting was attended

by senior officials of the Noida
Authority, representatives of
Edifice Engineering and
SupertechLtd.,aswellasofficials
fromNoida Police, fire depart-
ment, traffic police department
and Resident Welfare
Associations of Emerald Court

andATSVillageapartments.
The Supreme Court on

August12hadfixedthedemoli-
tion for August 28, granting a
bandwidth of seven days be-
tweenAugust29andSeptember
4 to take into account anymar-
ginaldelaydue to technical rea-
sons or weather conditions, as
requestedbyNoidaAuthority.
Meanwhile, officials at

EdificeEngineering—thefirmin

chargeof theprocess—said it is
achieving over 12% of its daily
scheduledchargingtargets."We
arepresentlyachievingbetween
12%-15% of our daily scheduled
charging targets. The process of
charging thebuildingwill likely
be achieved byAugust 23," said
MayurMehta, projectmanager
of the demolition. He also said
the structural analysis report of
certaintowers inEmeraldCourt
andATSVillage,which lie in the
vicinity of the demolition site,
was submitted to CBRI on
August13.
Additionally, the process of

coveringaffectedbuildings/tow-
ers in Supertech Emerald Court
and ATS Village apartments,
with 'non-woven geo-textile
material' will be completed on
or before August 28, Mehta
added.
According to sources,

strengthening and repair of
roughly43-52columnsintheaf-
fectedtowers isongoingandre-
pairs will be completed by
August25.

M.TECH seats remaining
vacanthavebeenapersist-
entissueatengineeringcol-
leges, but reputed institu-
tions have been mostly
spared. At the IITs, for in-
stance, about a quarter of
M.Tech seats fall vacant
mainly on account of stu-
dents leaving the pro-
grammemidwayafterfind-
inga jobwithpublic sector
unitsorPSUs.

Whyseats
are vacant

MAKING HEADWAY
Workunderwayfor theRapidRailTransitCorridor (RRTS)ontheDelhi-Meerutroute in
Ghaziabad. PremNathPandey

CUET Ph 4: Papers
postponed at two
centres in Delhi
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST18

COMMONUNIVERSITYEntrance
Test (CUET) papers were post-
ponedyetagainattwocentresin
Delhi on Thursday, the second
dayofPhase4of theexam.
OnWednesday, day one of

Phase4,paperswerepostponed
in13centresacrossthecountry,
of which 8 were in Delhi. On
Thursday, in twoof these8cen-
tres —MD Indraprastha Senior
Secondary Public School and
Noble Exam Centre, both in
Rohini — candidates weremet
once again with a notice from
the National Testing Agency
(NTA)statingthatpapersinboth
shifts at the centre for the day
werepostponeddueto“techni-
cal/logistical reasons”.
“IhadnotreceivedanySMSor

email informingmeof cancella-
tion, so I reached the centre at 7
am.Wedidn’tendupevenenter-
ingthecentreandat8.10,theno-
tificationwasputup,” saidAnkit
Jha, who had papers at Noble
ExamCentreThursdaymorning.
Students in other cities also

reported exam cancellations.
AnviJain,whohadpaperssched-
uled for Thursday afternoon at
Integral University Lucknow re-
ceived an automated call on
Wednesday evening telling her
that her scheduled exam has
been cancelled and that shewill
beinformedofnewdates later.
In themeantime, confusion

broke out Thursdaymorning af-
termany studentswhoopted to
appear for papers onAugust 30
reportedthattheyreceivedadmit
cardswhichstatedthattheyhad
exams on August 17, 18 or 20

meaning, inmanycases,thatpa-
pershadalreadybeenconducted
orwere ongoingwhen they re-
ceived it. Later in the day, these
admit cardswere no longer on
their portals. Studentswith ex-
amsfromAugust17-20,butwho
hadnot been allotted centres in
their cities of choice,were given
theoptionbyNTAtowrite those
onAugust30incitiesof choice.
“I’d chosenDelhi asmy first

preference.OnAugust13,Iwasin-
formedNTAwouldnotbeableto
givemea centre inDelhi formy
August 17exam; it tookmycon-
sent to schedule it onAugust 30.
Till yesterday I wasn’t able to
downloadtheadmitcardandthe
portal stated my exam is on
August 30. But this morning, I
downloaded the admit card
which shows thedateofmyslot
1examasAugust17,whichmeans
it’s over. I amextremely tense,”
saidKirpeshMishra. Bynoon,he
reportedthisadmitcardwasgone
andtheportalagainstatedhehas
givenconsenttogivehisexamon
August30.Thesamepatternwas
confirmedbymultiplecandidates
toTheIndianExpress.
A seniorNTAofficial told The

IndianExpressthatithasn’tissued
anyfreshadmitcardsafterAugust
13.“Weissuedadmitcardsforthe
phase starting August 17 on
August13.Wedon’tkeepchang-
ing dates at the back end.
However,we are not dismissing
any complaints at themoment
andareverifyingthem.Students
areadvisedtoreferonlytotheof-
ficial NTAwebsite for authentic
information,”theofficersaid.
According to a UGC state-

ment, students affected by
Thursday’s cancellationswill be
abletowritepapersonAugust25.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST18

OBSERVING THAT restaurants
do not need to levy service
charges to pay their employees,
the Delhi High Court Thursday
granted the Centre and Central
Consumer ProtectionAuthority
(CCPA) liberty to approach the
singlebenchforvacationof stay
ontheguidelinesprohibitingho-
telsandrestaurantsfromadding
service charge automatically or
bydefault in thebill.
While advancing the date of

hearing before the single bench
fromNovember25toAugust31,
thedivisionbenchofChiefJustice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
JusticeSubramoniumPrasadsaid,
“You (restaurants) don’t have to
levy service charges to pay your
employees. You are liable and
boundtopayyouremployeesun-
der various enactments, that is
yourobligationunderlaw.”
Besides granting the Centre

andCCPA liberty tomove forva-
cation of stay order passed by a
singlebenchonJuly20,thecourt
permittedthemtofilearesponse
topetitionsofFederationofHotel
and Restaurant Associations of
India and National Restaurant
Association of India against the
guidelines. The court requested
thesinglebenchtopassanappro-
priateorderontheapplicationfor
vacationof stayonceit is filed.
TheCentre andCCPA, repre-

sented by Additional Solicitor
GeneralChetanSharmaandad-
vocateSandeepMahapatra,ear-
lier submitted that the guide-
lines declare service charge as
anti-consumer and restaurants
are free to increase food prices
instead.

DTU suspends a
third of its M.Tech
programmes over
‘poor admissions’

HC expedites
service charge
hearing before
single bench

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,AUGUST18

HARYANA’SEXCISEandTaxation
department Thursday initiated
an enquiry against an excise in-
spectorpostedinGurgaon(east)
after an audio clip surfaced on-
line, inwhichanexciseofficial is
purportedly heard asking a
liquor retailer to send “six bot-
tles of Glenfiddich (15 year old)
to a hotel for (a)minister’s pro-
gramme”.
Takingcognizanceoftheclip,

excise department officials said
anenquiryhasbeen initiated.
Ravinder Singh, deputy ex-

ciseandtaxationcommissioner
(excise), Gurgaon (east), said,
“The excise inspector con-
cerned…hasbeenrelievedfrom
hisofficeduties inGurgaonand

has been directed to report to
head office in Panchkula with
immediate effect. An enquiry
hasbeenordered.”
A letter addressed to the ex-

cise inspector from the office of
the deputy excise and taxation
commissioner(excise)Gurgaon
(east), stated, “… it has come to
the knowledge of the under-
signedfromvarioussourcesthat
your officework is not satisfac-
tory.Hence, theduties assigned
to you are hereby withdrawn
with immediate effect inpublic
interest.”
Sources also said the excise

official under investigation had
allegedly sealed a shop of the
liquor retailer in Gurgaon on
August 15 for “illegally selling
liquor”, ostensibly to harass the
retailer.Theliquorshophasnow
beende-sealed.

Excise official faces
heat over ‘clip asking
for Glenfiddich for
minister’s event’

SupertechD-day: Residents to leave flats at
7 am, return by4 pm, says Noida Authority

TheSupertechtwintowerswillbedemolishedonAugust28.
MonojitMajumdar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST18

A 49-YEAR-OLD woman from
Bengaluru who last week ap-
proachedtheDelhiHighCourtto
stopherfriend,aNoida-based48-
year-oldman,facingadebilitating
health condition, fromtravelling
toEuropeallegedlytoundergoas-
sistedsuicidewithdrewherpeti-
tionfromthecourtThursday.
When the case came up for

hearing before the bench of
Justice Yashwant Varma, the
woman’s lawyer told the court
that hehas instructions towith-
drawthepetition.“Iwouldliketo
withdrawthispetitionas I came
toknowthat(myfriend)isdeeply
traumatised after hearing about
it (filing of the case). I amafraid
thattheverypurposeoffilingthis
writmaygo invain if I proceed,”
shesaidinastatementbeforethe
court throughher lawyer, advo-
cateSubashChandran.Whileal-
lowing the plea’s withdrawal,
JusticeVarmadirected the court
registrytomasktheparticularsof
themanincourtrecords.
According to a petition filed

onAugust 10, themanhas been
suffering fromChronic Fatigue
Syndrome since 2014, and is al-
legedly planning to travel to
Switzerland for physician-as-
sisted suicideor euthanasia. The
woman,whodescribedherselfas
hisclosefriend,hadpleadedthat
his parents, family and friends
would suffer “irreparable loss”
and “hardship” if plea tohalt his
travel isn’tallowed.
Theman,accordingtothepe-

tition, was undergoing a treat-
ment called Fecal Microbiota
Transplantation,butcouldn’tcon-
tinue during the pandemic due
“todonoravailabilityissues”.The
petitionsaidhisconditiondeteri-
oratedover past 8 yearsmaking
him“completelybed-boundand
justabletowalkafewsteps”.

Plea in HC
to stop Noida
man from
euthanasia trip
withdrawn

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

INLESSthan24hours,a16-year-
oldboyallegedlycommittedsix
robberies in residential areas in
South Delhi on Independence
Day,saidpoliceThursday,adding
that he was apprehended by
special staffWednesday.
The teenager is allegedly in-

volved in over 13 cases of rob-
beries, theft and snatching, said
police.Hetargetsmainlywomen
walking alone in the evening or
late at night and allegedly
snatches their phones or jew-
ellery,policeadded.
Accordingtosources,thefirst

incidenttookplacearound8am
inHauzKhas. Theboy allegedly
snatchedawoman'sphoneand

fledonhis scooter, said sources.
Around 5.30 pm, he allegedly
targeted another woman and
snatchedherpurseinSaket,they
added. Police said the boy then
targeted twomen at Lado Sarai
market area andMalviya Nagar
and allegedly snatched their
phones around 5.40-5.50 pm
and 2.15 am respectively. In the
next one hour, he allegedly tar-
geted a food delivery executive
and a woman in Saket and
GreaterKailash,police said.
On Wednesday, police re-

ceivedinputsthathewouldcome
to the BRT areawith the same
scooter. A teamwas sent andhe
wassignalledtostop.DCP(South)
BenitaMary Jaiker said: “The ju-
veniletriedtofleebutwascaught
bytheteam.Twophoneswerere-
coveredfromhispossession.”

In less than a day, teen
commits six robberies
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THE PLAN

SANCTIONEDSEATS
Bioinformatics 25
IndustrialBiotechnology 30
Hydraulics&WaterResourcesEngineering 24
Geoinformatics 18
GeotechnicalEngineering 25
MicrowaveandOpticalCommunicationEngineering 25
ControlandInstrumentation 25
PowerSystem 25
ProductionEngineering 25
ThermalEngineering 25

PROGRAMMESSUSPENDED THIS YEAR

The letterwhichtheL-GwrotetotheCMincludedprojects
likeExecutiveEnclaveof theCentralVista

Major projects stuck as tree
felling nod awaited: L-G to CM

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,416 8,856
ICU BEDS 2,153 1,977

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
26,394

NOIDA
Aug17 Aug 18

Cases 114 N/A
Deaths 0 N/A
GURGAON
Cases 368 556
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 559
OXYGENSUPPORT 167
VENTILATORSUPPORT 17

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,90,355

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Aug17 1,652 1,702 8 16,658
Aug18 1,964 1,939 8 20,844
Total 6,826* 19,57,121 26,408 3,97,71,523
*Total active cases inDelhi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GHAZIABAD,AUGUST18

FOURPEOPLEofafamily,includ-
ing a seven-year-old boy, were
killed when their car crashed
intoastationarytruckparkedon
the Delhi-Meerut Expressway
ThursdaynearKushaliyavillage,
Ghaziabadpolice said.
The deceased have been

identified as Sumit (34), his son
Yagit(7),Tejpal(48)andhiswife
Babli(40).A10-year-oldgirlwas
also injuredbuthercondition is
stable,police said.
The family hailed from

Rohtak, Haryana, andwere re-
turning from Haridwar in a
Maruti Eeco carwhen the acci-
dent happened. “Around 1 pm
Thursday,anaccidenttookplace
on the Delhi-Meerut
Expressway near Kushaliya vil-
lage.Ghaziabadpoliceinspected
the spot and a technical team

was called for inspection. CCTV
footage is also being checked,”
said Iraj Raja, Additional
Superintendent of Police, Rural
Ghaziabad.
According to police, one of

the deceased was driving the
car.AccordingtoRaja,asperpre-
liminary investigation, it is un-
clear how the accident took
place.Aninvestigationisunder-
way to trace the driver of the
truck. “Thegirlwasadmittedat
GTBhospital inDelhi.However,
her family will be taking her
backtoRohtakforfurthertreat-
ment,”Raja said.
AnFIRunderIPCsections279

(rashdrivingor ridingonapub-
licway)and304A(causingdeath
by negligence) has been regis-
tered against the driver of the
truck, and further investigation
to tracehim isunderway.Police
said the truck driver has been
bookedasheparkedhis vehicle
ontheexpressway.

4 of family dead after
car rams into truck on
Delhi-Meerut e-way

New Delhi
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INDIA Warehousing Show will open its
doors to over 200 suppliers showcas-
ing latest technologies and solutions

under niche segments including Au-
tomation for Logistics, Ecommerce Zone,
Supply Chain Zone, Warehouse Real Es-
tate Zone and Packaging for Logistics of-
fering visiting professionals an exclusive
opportunity to connect face-to-face with
the right solution providers in New Delhi.
The event will boast 150+ Live Demos
and 70+ Product Launches of newest
technology for the supply chain.

Concurrent networking conferences,
India Warehousing Summit focusing on
the theme 'Sustainable and Cost-Effec-
tive Supply Chains' will take place on 19
& 20 August in Hall 5, PragatiMaidan.
Learn from 70+ speakers from Google,
Amazon, Abbott, Biocon, Coca Cola,
Mother Dairy Big Basket, Honda, DHL,
Amway, Raymond, IBM, TVS, JK Cement,
Zappfresh, Big Basket, Delhivery, Agar-
wal Packers & Movers, Ericsson & many
other big names.

Meet leading industry players like
Gandhi Automation, Nido Automation,
Kelley India, Pragati, DP World, Aerolam
Insulations, Craftsman Automation,Arm-
strong Dematic, Nilkamal, Cold Steel
Corporation,AddverbTechonologies, Go-
drej & Boyce Mfg. , Godrej Koerber Supply
Chain, Xtreme Cooler, Action Construc-
tion, Cognex Sensors India, Nord Dri-
vesystems, Pepperl+Fuchs, Zebra Tech-
nologies, Allcargo Logistics, Safexpress,
BYD India,ATS Conveyors,AmbaFlex Asia
Pacific BV, Shakti Hormann, Liftking Man-
ufacturing Corporation, Kengic Intelli-
gent Equipment, Newland AIDC, Yugal
Concrete Floors, Fuji Yusoki Kogyo, Im-
pact Floors, Kirby Building Systems &
Structures among other big names.

BRINGING THE INDUSTRY IN ITS
FULL DIMENSION
Re-define your business by becoming a
part of India Warehousing Show - India's
most prominent B2B event on warehous-
ing, logistics, material handling, automa-
tion, and supply chain. Need of the hour is
to capitalise on the predicted growth in
warehousing and logistics market size in
the post-COVID era. With a successful
legacy of a decade, IWS in its 11th edi-
tion is all set to offer all its participants a

safe and enriching business platform
with a wider networking opportunities.
The show offers a unique platform to find
insights, discover market trends, explore
advanced technologies, network with fel-
low professionals, and generate valuable
contacts and rebuild old ties all under

one roof.

GOVERNMENT'S PUSH, RISING
INVESTMENTS AND 'MAKE IN IN-
DIA' TO BOLSTER WAREHOUSING &
LOGISTICS MARKET SIZE GROWTH
The warehousing market in India is ex-

pected to grow at a CAGR of ~14.86%
between 2021 and 2025, to reach a value
of INR 2,028.86 Bn by 2025.
■ In line with the government's plan to

set up multimodal logistic parks and to
other initiatives to connect urban
transport to railways, warehousing and

logistics sector is anticipated to gain
further boost owing to increase in in-
vestment from institutional funds and
developers.

■ Logistics hubs in Tier II and II cites such
as Lucknow, Jaipur, Coimbatore, Guwa-
hati and Nagpur are expected to wit-
ness accelerated growth to strengthen
connectivity and reduce go to market
timings. In addition, key logistics hubs
llike NCR, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Bangalore attracting more investment.

■ According to industry experts, "India's
warehousing and logistics sector is
witnessing increased investments by
NRIs, high net worth individuals and
ultra-high net worth individuals (HNIs
and UHNIs), who are keen in diversify-
ing their portfolios. The demand is ris-
ing amid India's promising economic
growth, rapid growth of ecommerce
businesses, systematic reforms such as
the implementation of goods and ser-
vices (GST), and the potential for better
returns.

■ Government policies to promote do-
mestic manufacturing. This will also
push establishment of global value
chains in India to not only serve do-
mestic but also export markets.
(Source: Economic Times)

SHOW HIGHLIGHTS IWS 2022
■ Over 300 exhibitors expected from

across the globe.
■ Expect to meet 120+ first time Ex-

hibitors.
■ India Warehousing Summit
■ Exclusive VIP Buyer programme
■ Warehouse Excellence Awards recog-

nises and appreciates the best in the
industry.

■ Open floor workshops allows industry
to learn about new trends in the logis-
tics and supply chain in a live environ-
ment.

■ Buyers wishlist: An exclusive service
for exhibitors wherein they can request
to meet buyers of their choice

Attendees can pre-register to attend at
www.indiawarehousingshow.com

to receive their entry tickets.
Visit India Warehousing Show from

19-21 August at PragatiMaidan,
New Delhi.

ADVERTORIAL

ATTENDEE PROFILE
■ 3 PL / 4 PL / 5PL Compa-

nies
■ Automobile & Automotive
■ Brokers & Land Owners
■ Builders,Architects &

Consultants
■ Cement & Building Mate-

rials
■ Chemical & Pesticides
■ Coating & Adhesives
■ Courier & Cargo Compa-

nies
■ Defence
■ Electronics & Electricals
■ Fertilizers
■ FMCG
■ Food & Beverage
■ Furniture
■ Heavy Engineering
■ Products Manufacturers
■ Liquor & Wine
■ Logistics & Shipping Com-

panies
■ OEM's
■ Paints, Oils & Lubricants
■ Paper, Printing & Packag-

ing
■ Petrochemical
■ Pharmaceutical
■ Ports, Railways &Terminals
■ Power Grids
■ PSUs
■ Retail & e-Commerce
■ Steel & Other Metals
■ Structural Engineers
■ Supply Chain Consultants
■ Supply chain, Logistics

Companies & Logistics
Parks

■ Textile Industry
■ Tyre Industry
■ Warehouse Owners

India Warehousing Show to host global
companies from logistics & supply chain sector

New Delhi
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SPIRITUAL JOURNEY
UNIONMINISTERRajeevChandrasekhar tookashortbreak
fromwork to be on a spiritual journey—hewent to climb
the Sabarimala for a darshan of Lord Ayyappa.
Chandrasekhar,whohas beenvisiting the shrine inKerala
for 25 years—hemissed it in the last two years due to the
pandemic —made the trek on Thursday. The 58-year-old
Minister of State for Electronics and Information
Technology said he took an hour and 30minutes to com-
plete theclimb.Althoughtheministerwas there forhisan-
nual prayers, devotees did not leave himwithout clicking
mandatory selfieswith him.

CHANGE IN THE AIR
ADAYafterreconstitutionoftheBJPParliamentaryBoardand
theparty'scentralelectioncommittee,thetalkinpartycircles
onThursdaywasonthesubtlechangethelistshavethrownup.
AccordingtoBJPinsiders,theparty'sgeneralsecretary(organ-
isation) isusually anexofficiomemberof theParliamentary
Boardandanothergeneralsecretarywouldbedesignatedits
secretary—lateBJPleaderAnanthKumarplayedthisroleinthe
panelwhenitwasconstitutedin2014.Generalsecretary(or-
ganisation)BLSanthoshhasbeenappointedsecretary inthe
newBJPParliamentaryBoard.Hewasmentionedas“sachiv”
(secretary)intheCEClist,too.Anothernoticeablechangewas
thatbothpanelsdonothavetheLeaderof theHouseinRajya
Sabha—PiyushGoyalatpresent.

LONG HOPE
THEFATEof134seniorofficersoftheRailwayshangsinthebal-
anceastheyareinthefraytobeempanelledforthepostofgen-
eralmanagerinthenewlydevisedIndianRailwayManagement
Servicecadre.Whiletheprocesswill takeitstime—thecandi-
datureofeachonewillbeevaluated,completewitha360-de-
gree feedback—thebureaucracy isabuzzwith talk that some
of themareperhapsabit toohopeful, consideringtheyarere-
tiring in thenextcoupleofmonths.There isnorule that those
atthedoorstepofretirementcannotapply,butofficialsfeelthis
willonlymakethealreadylengthyprocesslonger.

Eye on China, Jaishankar says
Quadwill benefit Indo-Pacific
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BANGKOK,AUGUST18

THEENTIRE Indo-Pacific region
will benefit from the Quad and
anyreservationstotheactivities
of the four-nation bloc is possi-
blya“unilateralistoppositionto
collective and cooperative en-
deavours”, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said on
Thursday, in an apparent refer-
ence toChina’sobjection.
The Quad, or Quadrilateral

Security Dialogue, comprising
India,theUS,JapanandAustralia
was set up in 2017 to counter
China’s aggressive behaviour in
the Indo-Pacific region.
Speaking at the prestigious

Chulalongkorn University here
on ‘India’s Vision of the Indo-
Pacific’, JaishankarsaidtheQuad
is themost prominent plurilat-
eralplatformthataddressescon-
temporary challenges and op-
portunities in the Indo-Pacific.
“It has, in recent years, been

meetingatthehighest level.We
had a summit in Tokyo a few
monthsago, and that itself is an
indicationofhowsubstantiveits
workhasbecome,”hesaid.

“...We are confident that the
entire Indo-Pacific region will
benefit from(theQuad’s)activi-
ties.Andthat isvalidatedby the
growing recognition of its im-
portance in the international
community,”heasserted.
“If there are reservations in

any quarter, these stem from a
desire to exercise a veto on the
choicesofothers.Andpossiblya
unilateralistoppositiontoacol-
lectiveandcooperativeendeav-
ours,” Jaishankar underlined
withoutnaminganycountry.
China’s foreignministry has

repeatedly opposed the Quad

grouping.
IthassaidthattheIndo-Pacific

strategy“cookedup”bytheUS,in
thenameof “freedomandopen-
ness”,iskeenonforming“cliques”.
Chinaclaimsthatthegroupingin-
tends to “change China’s sur-
roundingenvironment”.
TalkingabouttheIndo-Pacific,

JaishankarsaidIndiaenvisagesit
as free, open, inclusive, peaceful
andbuiltonarules-basedorder.
“We consider the Indo-

Pacific as a region that extends
fromtheEasternshoresofAfrica
to the Western shores of
America,” he said. “Over the

years,thisregionhasseenstrong
andsustainedeconomicgrowth
spreadingacrossthePacificrim,
Southeast Asia, South Asia, the
Gulf region and the East and
Southern Coast of Africa. More
integrationandmorecollabora-
tionwill only add to prosperity
andprogress,”Jaishankarnoted.
HealsosaidtheIndia-Chinare-

lationshipisgoingthroughan“ex-
tremelydifficultphase”.
Responding to a question,

Jaishankar said that the Asian
CenturywillhappenwhenChina
andIndiacometogether.
“At themoment (the India-

China) relationship is going
through an extremely difficult
phaseafterwhatChinadidat the
border,”hesaid.
ChineseandIndiantroopsare

engagedinaprolongedstandoffin
EasternLadakh.
“IthinkifIndiaandChinahave

tocometogether, therearemany
reasons todo so, notnecessarily
onlySriLanka,”hesaid,addingthat
itisinIndiaandChina’sowninter-
esttojoinhands.
“Weverymuchhopethatwis-

domdawnsontheChineseside,”
hesaidwhile replying toanother
questionfromtheaudience.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, AUGUST18

ADAYafteraMadrasHighCourt
orderrestoredOPanneerselvam
astheAIADMK'spartycoordina-
tor,heextendedanolivebranch
to his rival within the party,
Edappadi K Palaniswami.
However, Palaniswami, also
knownasEPS,ruledoutchances
of unitingwith Panneerselvam.
He also alleged that
Panneerselvam, known as OPS,
had stolenmany crucial docu-
mentsof partyassets.
Panneerselvam, who ad-

dressed themedia onThursday
morning, insisted that the
AIADMKwas not in an unusual
situation. He said the party
shouldbesustainedasaforcefor
the poor for 100 years, and that
he was ready to forget all dis-
agreements with Palaniswami
and unite with him for the
party’s future.
“I wish tomake it clear that

mystandistouniteandworkfor
theparty.Whateverhappenedis
over...,”hesaid.
“When he (Palaniswami)

was the CM, I cooperatedwith
himwholeheartedly. I wish to
restorethatequationagain... It is
not about dual leadership but
joint leadership. Uniting the
party ismyaim,”headded.
Palaniswami,however,ruled

out any chance of unitingwith
Panneerselvam.
“Thegeneralcouncilmeeting

onJune23calledforit(singlelead-
ershipintheparty)withthecon-
sentofOPS.Despitebeingacoor-

dinator, still hewent to thecourt
andpolicetostopit,”Palaniswami
said.HowcantheAIADMKcadres
followsuchaleader,heasked.
On Panneerselvam’s call for

unity,Palaniswamisaidthiswas
“somethinghedoesoften”.
“Because he cannot survive

withoutpower... Hewants ben-
efitsforhisfamily,too.Whatever
happens to the party, hewants
tomake his son anMP and get
him a central minister post,”
Palaniswamisaid.
“Instead of attending the

partymeeting,heledrowdiesto
the party office, attacked our
own party men, entered the
party headquarters, broke the
main doors... and stole some of
the key documents related to
party assetswhichare stillwith
them,”hesaid.

Akhilesh hails
Bihar change,
hopes Opp can
put up a strong
option in 2024

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LUCKNOW,AUGUST18

SAMAJWADI PARTY chief
Akhilesh Yadav said Thursday
that the political shift in Bihar,
with the JD(U) leaving the NDA
to alignwith the RJD, is a “posi-
tive sign” and hoped that a
strongalternativetotheBJPwill
emergeforthe2024parliamen-
tarypolls.TheSPwouldsupport
suchanalternative,hesaid.
Akhilesh also claimed that

the BJP's allies in Uttar Pradesh
were not happywith it either,
andwould break away too. The
BJPhadtiedupwiththeApnaDal
(Sonelal) and theNISHADparty
inthe2022Assemblypolls.
About his party’s own plans

come 2024, Akhilesh told in an
interview toPTI that the SPwas
focused on strengthening and
restructuring its organisation
and will be holding a national
convention thisyear.
Welcoming the develop-

ments in Bihar, the former UP
chief minister said: “I hope a
strongalternativewillbeformed
against the BJP (in 2024) and
peoplewill support it.”
Asked about his party’s role

in the formation of an alterna-
tive, he said: “Telangana CM K
Chandrashekar Rao, West
Bengal CMMamata Banerjee
andNCPchief SharadPawarare
working on it. Our focus as of
now is on strengthening our
party in thestate.”
SpeakinginDelhi, theBJPdis-

missedAkhilesh’sremarksregard-
ingOppositionunity. “People of
India know that the era of (HD)
DeveGowda, I KGujral andV P
Singh (asheadsof coalitiongov-
ernments) is gone. The country
nowwantsstability,development,
honestyandeffective leadership.
PrimeMinisterNarendraModihas
provided it andenhanced India’s
prestige,” formerUnionminister
RaviShankarPrasadsaid.

COALMINING INMADHYAPRADESH

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

THESUPREMECourthaspulled
up the Centre for wrongly in-
cludingthenameof acoalmin-
ingcompany thathadavalid li-
cenceforminingcoalinMadhya
Pradesh alongside a list of al-
legedly errant mine owners, a
majority of whose allotments
werecancelledby the topcourt
while dealing with the coal
blockallotment scamin2014.
A bench of Chief Justice of

India N V Ramana and Justices
KrishnaMurari andHimaKohli
imposed a cost of Rs 1 lakh on
the government for “this cal-
lous, careless and casual ap-
proach”duetowhichthe“peti-
tioner (BLA Industries Private
Limited) had to suffer loss and
ignominy.”.
The court, whichwent into

the allotment process in its
August17 ruling, alsoheld that
“the mining lease granted in
favourof thepetitionerwasnot
tainted by mala fides, as was
the caseof theother allottees”.
The bench said the “state

government had undertaken a
diligentexercisetoexaminethe

petitioner’s application before
recommending its case to
the...UOI (Union of India) for
grant of themining lease”, and
that “founded on the said rec-
ommendations, the...UOI had
issued the letter allocating the
coalblock to thepetitioner, and
not the otherway round”.
JusticeKohli,writing for the

bench, said: “Here is a case
whereaprivateparty followed
all rules and law, as applicable,
before investing large sums of
money to undertake business.
In fact, it appears from facts of
the case that it was the...UOI
that didnot follow the letter of
the law. But ultimately it was
the private party that had to
suffer the consequences of the
careless and callous approach
of...UOI.”
“To compound the peti-

tioner’swoes,UOI filed anaffi-
davit before this Court, includ-
ing the petitioner in the list of
errant mine owners, based on
itsownunlawfulconduct. Itdid
not undertake the necessary
due diligence to determine as
to whether the petitioner had
beenallottedtheminethrough
the lawful procedure”, the
court said.

Split over Lord Curzon gate: TMC statue politics riles Opp, experts
ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,AUGUST18

HEACHIEVEDinfamyforhisde-
cision to partition Bengal in
1905 and now a 119-year-old
structurebuilt inhonourofLord
Curzon,whowastheViceroyof
India for sixyears from1899, in
Bardhaman,West Bengal, is at
the centre of a political row.
It emergedearlier thisweek

that the Trinamool Congress
(TMC)-runBardhamanmunici-
palityhaddecidedtoinstallstat-
ues of Bardhaman’s erstwhile
maharaja,BijayChandMahatab,
and hiswife Radharani in front

of the city’s landmark Curzon
Gate — also known as Bijay
Toran.Mahtabhadbuiltthegate
in1903, duinmgCurzon’s visit.
Besidespoliticians,historians

and heritage experts have also
questioned the decision. Some
have claimed the statues will
block the view of the structure.
Theepisodehasputthefocuson
TMC’s strategy of putting up
statuesofBengaliiconstounder-
line its politics of Bengali pride
andcounterBJP’sHindutvames-
sage, which TMC claims is a
Hindiheartland import.
Sources in Bardhamanmu-

nicipalitysaidthestatueswillbe
unveiled on Saturday.

MunicipalitychairpersonParesh
Sarkar said, “This is a project of
local MLA Khokan Das, but we
havenoobjectionandareready
to execute the plan. We are
aware of the controversy sur-
rounding the statues in front of
CurzonGate.”
CallingBijayChandMahatab

“themain architect of this gate
andalsothemainarchitectofthe
town of Bardhaman, Sarkar
asked, “Sowhy is thereadebate
aboutbuildinghisstatueinfront
of CurzonGate?"
MLAKhokanDas said, “Most

areas inBardhamanbelonged to
the(erstwhile)maharaja,sothere
isnothingwrongwithinstallinghis

andhiswife'sstatues.Hehadbuilt
bothBCRoad,wherethestatue is
beinginstalled,andCurzonGate.”
BJP leader Rahul Sinha said,

“TMC ruined Bengal’s culture.
They are now trying to please
peoplebybuildingstatuesof lu-
minaries.Peoplerealisethatthey
arebeingduped.”
CPI(M) leader Sujan

Chakraborty said, “One person
tryingtoruintheheritagestruc-
ture isunfortunate.”
The Curzon Gate was de-

signed by architect Naresh
ChandraBose.Hisgreat-nephew
and heritage activist Debasis
Bosesaid,“Theadditionoralter-
ation of a heritagemonument

shouldbedoneonlyafterproper
consultation with experts.
Otherwise, such intervention is
tantamount to defacement.
CurzonGateisaheritagemonu-
mentandanyprocedureregard-
ing it should be based on the
opinionof heritage experts. It is
personally painful for me be-
cause thegatewasplannedand
designedbytheelderbrotherof
mygrandfather.”
Historian KakaliMukherjee,

who teaches at Rishi Bankim
ChandraCollegeinNaihati,ques-
tioned the kind of message the
TMC is trying to send across by
honouring Mahatab. “Curzon
Gate has heritage value but the

question is, why glorify Bijay
Chand Mahtab? He not only
built Curzon Gate to welcome
Lord Curzon but it was also his
coronationprogramme.Heand
his family took full advantageof
theBritishers’permanentsettle-
mentpolicy.Despitehis links to
the British, the anti-British
movement — both armed and
non-armed struggle — flour-
ished in this small city. Why
shouldwebuildhisstatueonthe
75th anniversary of
Independence?
“I think, instead of the Raja,

we should have built the statue
of Kazi Nazrul Islamwho is the
sonof thesoil of Bardhaman.”

J&K Waqf Board bans collecting
donations by trustees at shrines
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,AUGUST18

THEJAMMUandKashmirWaqf
Board has ordered a complete
banoncollectionofdonationby
trusteesatshrinesandmosques
runby theBoard.
Calling the collection by

trustees — locally known as
Muttawali — as an “unethical
practice”, theWaqf Board said
thebanwasimposedaftercom-
plaints from people about pur-
portedcorruption.
A traditional system of col-

lecting donation, this has been
in practice in Jammu and
Kashmir for centuries
The Board said collection of

donations by trustees stood
bannedfromThursday—infact,
the process of removing dona-
tion boxes of these trustees be-
ganonThursdayafternoon.
TheJ&KWaqfBoardlooksaf-

ter nearly 32,000properties, in-
cludingshrines,mosquesanded-

ucationalinstitutions,acrossthe
UT. A semi-government organi-
sation,itisledbyitschairperson,
who is a government appointee
— the current chairperson is
DarakshanAndrabi,aBJPleader.
The order stated: “The J&K

WaqfBoardis inreceiptofalarge
number of complaints against
somepeoplereceivingdonations
forciblyand throughexploitative
means at Ziayarats (shrines).
Despite coming fromreasonably
sound economic background,
suchpeoplearepermanentlyoc-
cupyingparticular spotswithin
theshrinesfortheiractivities,and
there are instanceswhen such
spotsarebeingoutsourcesorcon-
tractedoutagainstreceiptoflarge
sumsofmoney that violates the
sanctityofziyarats.”Itstated,“Such
unethical practices damage the
sanctityof sacredplaces, andare
detrimentaltothealreadystrained
financesof J&KWaqfBoard.”
Such acts of “pilferage is se-

verelylimiting”theBoard’sabil-
ity to performcharity and carry

out activities to uplift the poor
andthedisadvantaged, it said.
Statingthat“suchpeoplehave

beenrepeatedlywarnedtodesist
fromtheseactivities”,andthatvis-
itors have sought “stern action
againstsuchelements”,theorder
said, “Now a complete ban is
herebyorderedonallsuchuneth-
icalpracticesacrossshrinesofJ&K
UTwithimmediateeffect.”
Callingit“unexpected”,many

shrinetrusteessaidtheUTadmin-
istration has disturbed a cen-
turies-old tradition. “Our forefa-
thers have been running these
shrines, as Imams, trustees and
caretakerswithoutanysalary,for
more than four centuries now,”
said Shahid JeelaniMakhdoomi,
whose family ran a shrine in the
old city. “Madam (Waqf Board
chairpersonDarakshanAndrabi)
hadassured that theywouldnot
touchus,buttheordercameonly
thenextday.Iftherewasanymis-
takeanywhere,theyshouldhave
allowedustorectifyit.Wewould
havedonethathappily.”

ExternalAffairsMinisterS JaishankarwithhisEgyptian
counterpartSamehShoukry inBangkok.PTI

EPS rejects truce offer,
says OPS stole files
from AIADMK office

DAYAFTERHCRULING INFAVOUROFOPS

EPS’SREJECTIONofOPS’s
truceoffershowsthatthe
feudwithintheAIADMKisno
closertobeingresolved.The
strongwordsandallegation
usedbyEPSagainstOPS
meansthere’slittlechanceof
thetwofactionsunitingany
timesoon.Thequestionof
dualleadershipvssingle
leadershipintheparty,which
iscloselytiedtotheEPS-OPS
feud,alsoleavesuncertainthe
futureoftheparty’sorganisa-
tionalstructure.
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LordCurzonGateinPurbaBardhaman.Photobyspecialarrangement

A MEETING WITH THE V-P
VicePresident JagdeepDhankharduringameetingwithCongress leaderGhulamNabiAzad
inNewDelhionThursday.PTI

Demography is
changing in border
areas, maintain
vigil: Shah to DGPs
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

THE DEMOGRAPHY in border
areasof thecountry is changing
andpolicechiefsofborderstates
should keep awatchful eye on
this development, Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Thursday.Healsosaidthatsecu-
rity forces had achieved great
successineliminatingterrorism
in JammuandKashmir.
“Allstatesshouldgivetoppri-

ority to the issues related to na-
tionalsecurity,thisisthefightfor
thefutureof thecountryandthe
youth,forwhichwehavetofight
togetherinonedirectionandwin
atanycost…theDGPsof border
statesshouldkeepawatchfuleye
onthedemographicchangestak-
ing place in border areas,” Shah
saidwhile addressing the con-
cluding session of the two-day
NationalSecurityStrategies(NSS)
Conference.
Amongthevarioustopicsde-

liberated upon during the con-
ference was “Demographic
changesandgrowingradicaliza-
tion inborderareas”.
Theconferencewasattended

by Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla, DGPs of all states and
union territories, Deputy NSAs
and chiefs of all Central Armed
PoliceForces (CAPF).
“It is the responsibility of the

DGPsofstatestotakealltechnical
andstrategicinformationintheir

states,especiallyintheborderdis-
tricts, right down to the lower
levelinthepolice,”Shahsaid.
Thestatementscomeatatime

when the issue of Rohingya
Muslims entering the country
fromMyanmarhastakenapolit-
icalcolourevenastheissueofille-
galimmigrationfromBangladesh
has been part of discussions in
armed forces level bilateral talks
betweenthetwocountries.
Recently,duringthebilateral

talks between Border Guards
Bangladesh and the Border
Security Force, when this issue
was raised by the Indian side,
Bangladesh said there was no
need for its citizens to infiltrate
into India as it was doing well
economically.
On the security situation,

Shah said, “In the field of inter-
nal security, we have achieved
greatsuccess inthedirectionof
eliminating the three ulcers of
terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir, various extremist
groupsintheNortheastandLeft
Wing Extremism. For this, we
enacted many new laws, in-
creased coordination with
states, increased budgetary al-
location and made optimum
useof technology.”

Anyreservationto it is ‘unilateralistopposition’,hesaysduringThailandvisit

Union
Home
Minister
AmitShah

SC pulls up Centre for
putting firm with valid
licence in ‘errant’ list

New Delhi
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MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,AUGUST18

HUNDREDS OF farmers on
Thursday began a 75-hour
dharna in Lakhimpur Kheri of
Uttar Pradesh, demanding the
sacking of UnionMinister Ajay
MishraTeni.
Theprotesting farmersunder

the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM)—anumbrellaorganisation
offarmunions—atMandiGround
in LakhimpurKheri are also de-
manding the release of the four
farmersjailedinconnectionwith
theviolenceinOctoberlastyear.
Ajay Mishra’s son Ashish

Mishra is among the accused in
the case filed after the violence
that took place in the district’s
Tikonia area during a protest
against the now repealed farm
laws. Asmany as eight persons,
including four farmers, were
killedwhenaconvoyofvehicles,
includingoneallegedlybelong-
ingtoAjayMishra,ranthemover
onOctober3, 2021. In theensu-
ing violence, two BJP workers,
the driver of one of the vehicles
anda journalistwere killed.
Over5,000farmerstookpart

in the dharna, which began
around11am,onthe firstday.
Farmers, including women,
reachedLakhimpurKherifrom
across the state and thecoun-
try to attend the three-day

protest.Most of the farmers are
fromPunjabandHaryana.
Farmers claimed the protest

wasorganisedasthegovernment
has not sacked AjayMishra till
datedespitetheirdemands.Also,
despite promising them that no
actionwouldbetakenagainstany
farmers in the Tikonia case, the
policearrestedfourofthem.“We
demand that those four farmers
bereleasedbecausetheyactedin
self-defenceastheassailantshad
come to kill them,” claimedone
of theprotestingfarmers.
Theyarealsodemandingthat

theYogiAdityanath-ledstategov-
ernmentprovidejobstothefam-
ilymembersof thedeceasedand
financial help to those injured in
the Tikonia violence. They also
wantalawtoguaranteeMinimum
SupportPrime(MSP) forcrops to
protecttheinterestof farmers.
Tentshavebeensetuponthe

ground. The food stalls at the
protest site are mostly run by
farmers from Pubjab and
Haryana. On the first day, langar
wasarrangedatthesite.Adistrict
administration official said food
arrangements have beenmade
bytheorganisersof theprotest.
Among the prominent per-

sons at the protest site were
Bhartiya KisanUnion’s national
spokespersonRakeshTikaitand
social activistYogendraYadav.
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

THEDELHIHighCourthas criti-
cised Delhi Police for its “com-
plete reluctance” to even regis-
teranFIRagainstBJPleaderSyed
Shahnawaz Hussain and di-
rected it to do so forthwith and
complete the investigation into
allegations of rape against him
within threemonths.
Upholdinga2018lowercourt

orderdirecting thepolice to reg-
isteranFIRagainstHussain,Justice
AshaMenon said the complaint
sent by the victim to the
Commissioner of Police in 2018
clearly disclosed the cognisable
offenceofrape“afteradministra-
tion of a stupefying substance”,
andwhenthecomplaintwasfor-
wardedto thestationhouseoffi-
cer (SHO), the officerwas obli-
gatedunderlawtoregistertheFIR.
On Thursday, Hussain ap-

proached the Supreme Court
againsttheHCorder.Seekingur-
gentlistingof thematter,hisad-
vocate told abenchpresidedby
Chief Justiceof IndiaNVRamana

that thematter could affect his
reputation. The court agreed to
hear itnextweek.
In theorder datedAugust 17,

JusticeMenonof DelhiHC said:
“Inthepresentcase,tillthefilingof
the complaint before themagis-
trateonJune21,2018,theSHOhad
donenothing.Infact,thestatusre-
port filedbefore this court refers
to thecomplainthavingbeenre-
ceivedatthepolicestationonJune
20, 2018 from the (police) com-
missioner’soffice.Thepolicehave
alottoexplainfornothavingreg-
istered the FIR on receipt of the
forwardedcomplaint.”
Itsaidthedirectionissuedby

the trial court for registering an
FIRcanhardlybedescribedasan
“irregularity”,andthereforecalls
forno interference.
JusticeMenon also said that

recordingofthestatementofpros-
ecutrix on four occasions is re-

ferred to in thestatus report filed
bypolicebutthere isnoexplana-
tionwhyanFIRwasnotlodged.
“The FIR only puts the ma-

chinery into operation,” the or-
dernoted. “It is a foundation for
investigation... It isonlyafter in-
vestigations that the police can
cometotheconclusionwhether
ornotanoffencehadbeencom-
mitted, and if sobywhom.”
In a statement, Hussain's

lawyersaid:“Ourclient,through-
out his life, had anunblemished
career and reputation,which is
being sought to be tarnished on
accountoffalseandfrivolousalle-
gations in the complaint,which
policeauthorities,afterconduct-
ing thorough investigation,have
foundtobeuntrue.”
Thestatementcalledthecom-

plaint “false, frivolous,motivated
with a view to tarnish the BJP
leader's imageandreputation”.
Challengingorderspassedby

thelowercourtforregistrationof
FIRagainsthim,Hussainhadar-
guedthatthemetropolitanmag-
istratehadnotdisclosedreasons
for directing registration of FIR
and that investigation by police

had “completely falsified” the
woman’s case. The police had
told the lower court that allega-
tions by the complainantwere
not foundtobesubstantiated.
Rejecting the argument that

thepolicereplyshouldhavebeen
treatedasa reportunderSection
173(2)CrPCbylowercourt,Justice
MenonsaidFIRwasamustbefore
that andpolice could have sub-
mitted the final report only on
conclusionof investigation.
In Patna, reacting to the HC

order,RJDspokespersonSubodh
Mehta said: “Truth should pre-
vail. If the truth is against
Shahnawaz Hussain, he should
facetheconsequences.Letthere
bea thorough investigation.”
JD(U) spokesperson Neeraj

Kumar said: “It is a judicial
process. It isnotfairtocomment
ona legalmatter.”
InJune2018,thewomanhad

approachedthetrialcourtaccus-
ingHussain of rape. She had al-
leged that in April he called her
toafarmhouseandrapedheraf-
ter lacing her cold drink with
sedative. (WITH INPUTSFROM

ENS,PATNA)

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) on Thursday raided prem-
ises associated with Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) MP Afzal
Ansari in connection with a
money laundering case against
his brother, gangster-turned
politicianMukhtar Ansari. The
raidswere spread across Delhi,
Lucknow, Ansari’s constituency
Ghazipur, and his hometown
Mau, sources said.
In Delhi, the agency, along

withCRPFpersonnel,carriedout
searchesathisofficial residence
at Janpath, sources added. The
agency had questioned Afzal in
thecase inMay.
Mukhtar,whoisalsoaformer

BSPleader,wasbookedbytheED
lastyearforallegedmoneylaun-
dering on the basis of multiple
cases registered by the Uttar
Pradesh Police related to land-
grabbingandillegalbusinesses.
The agency has questioned

Mukhtar,who is in judicial cus-
todyinaBandajail;hissonAbbas
Ansari, who is anMLA from the
SuheldevBharatiyaSamajParty;
his nephew, SP MLA Shoaib
Ansari;andAfzal inthecase.
TheGhazipurdistrictadmin-

istration last week had seized
two plots of land, measuring
1.901hectaresandvaluedatover
Rs 6 crore, thatwere purchased
using alleged illegal earnings of
Mukhtar, according topolice.
In July, the Uttar Pradesh

Police attached Afzal’s assets
worth Rs 14.90 crore under the
GangsterAct.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday asked the Union gov-
ernment and Bureau of Civil
AviationSecuritytorespondtoa
petition challenging the recent
notificationsthatallowSikhpas-
sengers to carry kirpans of spe-
cificmeasurementonperson in
domestic flights.
Whilerefusingtopassanyin-

terimstayonthenotificationis-
sued by the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security, the division
bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
SubramoniumPrasad listed the
matterforhearinginDecember.
Inthepetitionfiledbylawyer

Harsh Vibhore Singhal, it has
beenarguedthatthepermission
to carry kirpan in flights has
“mauledcivilaviationsafetypro-
tocols & international conven-
tions”andcallouslybrushedaside
“safetyandsecurityconcernses-
pecially in the face of historical
lessonsinaviationhijackings”.
“Inalacritytosatiatedemands

of aparticular religion, the State
cannot disregard need for vigi-
lancebyallowingunrestrictedand
unrestrainedonpersoncarriageof
kirpansonanunstatedbut facile
and fatuouspresumptionhaving
nofactualbasisthatcarriagedoes
not pose or exacerbate risks to
civilianflights,”readstheplea.
The petition also seeks the

constitution of an empowered
workingcommittee toexamine
pragmatic solutions to ensure
sanctity of religious expression
ofcarryingkirpansinpublic,and
at the same time prevention of
itsmisuse in flights.
Thepetitionallegesthatakir-

pan“remainsabladeusedinhun-
dredsofhomicides”andcancause
havocintheskiesbyreducingthe
aviationsafetytoanullity.Singhal
further argued thatwhile carry-
ingandwearingofkirpanshasre-
tainedareligioussymbolism,any
liberalpolicyforcarriageand“la-
tentuse”ofkirpanshasaddedan
“undeniable dangerous”dimen-
sion to thequestionof social and
nationalsecurity.

VAIBHAVJHA
AHMEDABAD,AUGUST18

AFTER MEETING Gujarat
Congressworkingpresidentand
Dalit leader JigneshMevani in
Ahmedabad on Thursday,
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
GehlotannouncedRs20 lakh in
further compensation for the
familyof theboywhodiedafter
being thrashed by his upper-
casteteacheratJaloreinhisstate.
“Theentire country is pained

bythedeathofanine-year-oldin-
nocent child in Jalore. ImetMLA
JigneshMevani in Ahmedabad
andhadadiscussionwithhim.All
communitiesarewiththevictim’s
family in theirmoment of grief.

After the incident, the accused
wasarrestedimmediately.Arelief
amountwasprovidedtothefam-
ilyunder theSC/STAct and from
theCMrelieffund.Additionally,as
per directions of the All India

CongressCommittee,thevictim's
familywillbegivenanassistance
of Rs 20 lakh from the Pradesh
Congress Committee. Regarding
providing employment to one
memberofthevictim'sfamily,old
casesof thisnaturearebeingex-
amined,”Gehlotwroteinaseries
of tweetsaftermeetingMevani.
Initially,thechiefministerhad

announced compensation of Rs
5lakhforthevictim’s family.
Gehlot, who arrived in

Vadodara onWednesday after
beingappointedseniorCongress
observerforGujarataheadofthe
Assemblyelections,fieldedques-
tionsonthe lawandordersitua-
tion in Rajasthan at a press con-
ferenceatPaldiinAhmedabadon
Thursday. He said the local BJP

MLAMLA from Jalore had also
questionedtheclaimoftheboy’s
familythathehadbeenthrashed
aftermistakenly drinkingwater
fromanearthenpotmeantforthe
teacher,ChailSingh.
“Theaccusedteacherwasthe

ownerof theschoolandhisoffi-
cial or unofficial partner in the
school was a person from a
Scheduled Caste. Over 40 chil-
dren belonging to the SC com-
munity study in that school. I
would not like to comment on
the ongoing investigation, but
two local leaders — a former
CongressMLAandacurrentBJP
MLA—are raising questions on
the entire debate that the child
was not allowed to drinkwater
fromthepot...,” hesaid.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BHUBANESWAR,AUGUST18

ODISHACHIEFMinisterNaveen
PatnaikThursdaymadeanaerial
surveyoffiveofthe12floodhitdis-
trictsof the stateandannounced
succour for the affected in the
calamityforthenext15days.
Patnaikmadeanaerialsurvey

oftheMahanadideltaareafalling
between Luna, Chitratola and

PaikariversinKendraparadistrict,
Kujang and Naugaon in
Jagatsinghpur district, Gop,
Nimapara,Astarang,Delang,Pipili
andKanasareasofPuridistrict.
He announced relief to the

peopleoftheworsthitdistrictsof
Khudra,Puri,Cuttack,Kendrapara
andJagatsinghpurfor15days.He
announced relief for sevendays
forthepeopleofthefloodhitareas
of Sambalpur, Bargarh, Sonepur,
BoudhandAnguldistricts.

SABARMATI TRAINCASEWITNESSAMONGPANELMEMBERS

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA,AUGUST18

THEDECISION to release the 11
convicts in the Bilkis Bano gan-
grape case, as part of the state
government's remission policy,
was a "unanimous decision” of
the nine-member Jail Advisory
Committee (JAC), according to
BJPMLAfromGodhra,CKRaulji,
amemberof the JAC.
The committee met four

times after the Supreme Court
directedGujarat government in
May to takeadecisionbasedon
the remission policy of 1992, as
convict Radheshyam
Bhagwandas Shah had prayed
before theapexcourt.
Besides Raulji, the JAC had

three BJPmembers:Murlidhar
Mulchandani, former president
ofGodhramunicipalitywhowas
a witness in the Sabarmati
Express train burning case of
February 2002; Kalol MLA
Suman Chauhan; and Sneha
Bhatia, secretary of the party's
Godhracityunit.
Headed by Panchmahal

District Magistrate/Collector
Sujal Mayatra, the committee
also comprised the Principal
DistrictSessionsJudgeofGodhra,
District SocialWelfare Officer,
Panchmahal Superintendent of
Police, and Superintendent of
Godhrasub-jail.
“Everyonewas in agreement

with this decision (to release

them), as theconvictswereeligi-
bleforremissionaspertheprocess
andguidelinesofthestategovern-
ment,” Raulji told The Indian
ExpressonThursday. “Whatever
decisionwetook,itwasunderthe
policyofthestategovernment.”
Thedecision,hemaintained,

was taken in “one voice”, after
considering“goodbehaviour”of
the convicts during their jail
term—“18yearsincaseofsome
of theconvicts”.
Oneofthetwowomenmem-

bers on the committee,whode-
clined tobe identified, said, "The
decisionwastakenbythemajority.
Wefelt14or18yearsinjailisalong
timeforsomeonetobepunished.
Aswomen,wehavesympathyfor
thevictim, but it is also true that
therearewomeninfamiliesofthe
convictsaswell,whohavesuffered
withoutanyfaultoftheirs.”
Shesaid, “Thevictimhasgot

hercompensationfromthegov-
ernmentandhasafamilynow....
She can live peacefully; so can
the11otherfamilies....Moreover,
thesemendonothaveanycrim-
inalhistory.”
CitingthecaseofJaswantNai,

71—“heistheoldest(amongthe
11 convicts) but served his sen-
tencewithsincerity”—Rauljialso
emphasisedthepointthat“none
of themhasacriminalrecord”.
Asked if the decision to re-

lease themen, convictedof gan-
grape andmassacre, could send
outawrongmessagetothesoci-
ety,Rauljisaid,“Yes,thatispossi-

ble. But none of the committee
membersfeltso.Wetookadeci-
sionaspertheprocessandguide-
lineof thestategovernment.”
He said: “What happened

back then was in the heat of a
communal riot — they are not
hardenedcriminals.Thiswasthe
only remission petition placed
beforetheJACforreview,andwe
hadfourmeetingssinceJune.All
membersunanimouslydecided
to recommendthis remission.”
Raulji,whobeganhispolitical

careerwithJanataDal,joinedBJP
in1991.AloyalistofShankersinh
Vaghela,heleftwhentheformer
CMfloatedRashtriya JantaParty
(RJP) in 1995. After Vaghela
mergedRJPwithCongress,Raulji
contested and won 2007 and
2012 Assembly polls on a
Congress ticket fromGodhra.He
returnedtoBJPinAugust2017.
KalolMLA Chauhan, daugh-

ter-in-law of former
Panchmahal MP Prabhatsinh
Chauhan,isafirst-timeBJPMLA.
Mulchandaniwasoneof the

witnessestotestifyontherolesof
politicians—Godhramunicipality
president, late Mohammad
Husain Kalota; and councillors
Bilal Ismail AbdulMajid Sujela,
alias Haji Bilal; Abdurehman
Kankatta; andSalimSheikh— in
theSabarmatitrainburningcase.
Bilal,whodied lastyear,was

among 11 people sentenced to
death in the case. In 2017, the
sentencewas commuted to life
imprisonment.

Delhi HC agrees
to hear plea
against carrying
of kirpan in
domestic flights

ED searches
premises linked
to BSP MP
Afzal Ansari

OutsideAfzalAnsari’s
residence inNewDelhion
Thursday. TashiTobgyal

2021LAKHIMPURKHERIVIOLENCE

BhartiyaKisanUnionspokespersonRakeshTikaitandother
farmersataprotest inLakhimpurKherionThursday.PTI

Farmers launch 75-hr
dharna, seek sacking
of MoS Ajay Mishra

Jalore Dalit boy’s death: Gehlot announces
Rs 20 lakh more in compensation for family

RajasthanCMAshokGehlot
inAhmedabadonThursday.
NirmalHarindran

HCrapspolice:RegisterFIR in rape
complaintagainstShahnawaz
BJP leaderapproachesSupremeCourt;matter tobeheardnextweek

BJP leader
Syed
Shahnawaz
Hussain

Unanimous decision of panel
to free 11 convicts in Bilkis rape
case, says Godhra BJP MLA

Odisha CM makes aerial survey of
five districts, announces flood relief

NaveenPatnaikonanaerial
surveyof flood-hitareas. PTI
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PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PUNE,AUGUST18

MAHARASHTRA’S ELECTRICITY
distributioncompanyhasasked
thestate’ssugarmillstoensurethat
paymentstosugarcanefarmersfor
theircaneismadeonlyafteradjust-
ing power dues owed by these
farmerstotheelectricitycompany.
Maharashtra State Electricity

Distribution Company Limited
(MSEDCL)haswarned the sugar
mills that it will buy electricity
fromthemat a lowerprice if the
millsareunabletorecoverpend-
ingduesfromthefarmers.
Most sugarmills in the state

producetheirownelectricityusing
bagasse,thefibrousmaterialthatis
leftafterjuiceisextractedfromthe
sugarcane.Muchofthiselectricity
isusedforrunningthemillandthe
surplus isboughtbytheMSEDCL
fordistributionelsewhere.
The contracts for this sale of

electricitytoMSEDCLisupforre-
newal, and the electricity com-
panyhasinsertednewprovisions
that put the onus of recovery of
powerduesofthefarmersonthe
mills.Sugarmillsareresistingthis.
Acrossthecountry,360sugar

millscumulativelyproduce 7,562
MWofelectricityintheircogener-
ation units.Maharashtra is the
leader in the sectorwith124 co-
generationplantsandatotalinsta-
lled capacity of 2,600MW.Uttar
Pradesh(70millswithproduction
of1,800MW)andKarnataka(58
mills with production of 1,600
MW) are the next two leading

statesincogeneration.
InMaharashtra,mills enter

into long-termpower purchase
agreements (PPAs) of 12 years
withtheMSEDCLtosellelectricity
generated at a pre-decided rate.
While the rateswerehigher ear-
lier, since 2013 sugarmills have
hadtojoincompetitivebiddingto
sell their electricity. The current
rateisbelowRs5/unitwhich,ac-
cordingtomills, justaboutmeets
theircostofproduction.
For mills whose PPAs had

lapsed, the agreementswere re-
newed this year at a base rate of
Rs 4.75/unit. While the rate is
lowerthanexpected,itwasthein-
clusion of a ‘recovery clause’ by
MSEDCL in agreement that has
worriedmillsmore.Themillsare
expectedtorecoverpowerutility’s
duesfromFairandRemunerative
Price(FRP)itpaystofarmers.
Jaiprakash Dandegaonkar,

vice-presidentoftheCogeneration
Associationof India, said, “Incase
millsarenotabletorecover10per
centofthependingbillsinthearea,
therateofpurchasewillbelower
atRs4.51/unit.”
Dandegoankarandothersugar

millershaveslammedthisclause,
saying it is illogical as other than
harvesting and transportation
charges, they arenot allowed to
deductanyamountfromFRPthat
is offered to the sugarcane farm-
ers.Incaseafarmeravailsofloans
fromcooperativebanks,thesame
canalsobe adjusted in FRPpay-
ment. Butmill owners said they
neitherhadmeansnorlegalright
todeductanythingelsefromFRP.
For years, the mounting

amountofduesfromtheagricul-
turesectorhasbeenamajorissue
for the cash-strappedMSEDCL.
Farmers, however, have blamed
irregular power supply and in-

flatedbillsasthemainreasonsfor
pendingduesinthesector.
In2020, the thenMahaVikas

Aghadigovernmenthadlaunched
aspecial initiative for recoveryof
power dues from agricultural
pumpowners. TheMaharashtra
governmenthadallowedcooper-
ative bodies, such as sugarmills,
self-helpgroupsandvillagepan-
chayats to recover power dues,
evenoffering10percentfinancial
incentiveonrecovery.
Until now, only13mills have

renewedtheirPPAswiththenew
clause,butmostofthemhavere-
frainedfromanyaggressivemeas-
urestorecoverpowerdues.
Theownerofacooperativemill

inKolhapur said legally, theyare
not allowed to deduct such
amountsfromFRPpaymentwith-
outthewrittenconsentoffarmers.
“During the season,we had

writtentothepowerutilityevery
fortnight, asking it to send us a
break-upof dues of each farmer,
alongwithwrittenconsentforde-
duction of dues. However, there
was no response, so we didn’t
deductanyamount,”millersaid.
WhencontactedMSEDCLof-

ficialssaidaskingsugarmillstore-
coverelectricitydues fromfarm-
erswas“notapolicy”butdidnot
explain the reasons for inserting
provisions innewPPAs. “It is not
ourpolicytoasksugarcanefacto-
riesenteringforPPAwithMSEDCL
torecoverarrears fromthefarm-
ers.Thereare115,515agriculture
(electricity) consumers in Pune
zone having arrears of Rs 310
crore,”amMSEDCLofficialsaid.

Mostsugarmillsproduceelectricity fromthematerial left
after juice isextractedfromsugarcane. File

Your job to recoverwhat farmers
oweus,discomtellssugarmills

MAHARASHTRAPOWERFIRMPUTSPURCHASECONDITION

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,AUGUST18

A court in Jharkhand’s East
Singhbhum district Thursday
sentencedtodeath15inmatesof
the Ghaghidih Central Jail for
killing a fellow inmate during a
clashin2019.
The court of Additional

Sessions JudgeRajendraKumar
Sinha, however, said the sen-
tencing shall not be executed
unless confirmed by the
JharkhandHighCourt.
On August 6, the court had

convicted 22 inmates for the
killing inside the jail premises,

their charges ranging frommur-
der,attempttomurdertorioting.
The seven others have been

awarded10years jail.
Accordingtothecourtrecords

andthepolice,twofactionsofin-
matesclashedwitheachotheron
June 25, 2019, after an inmate
broke the queue at the jail tele-
phonebooth.
Two inmates, one of them

ManojKumarSingh,weregriev-
ously injured. Singhdied on the
waytohospital, followingwhich
a case was registered at the
Parsudihpolicestation.
Thecourtalsoafterconvicting

themforattempttomurder.
While awarding the death

sentencetothe15inmates,Judge
Sinhawrote: “Justice demands
that the courts should impose
punishmentsbefittingthecrime
so that it reflects public abhor-
rence of the crime...The victim
was…anunprotected state and
defenceless.Duringthecourseof
committingmurder,theconvicts
actedinabarbarousmanner."
“Accordinglythe(15)convicts

areawardedsentencewithdeath,
means (they)shallbehangedby
the neck till their death andpay
fineofRs5,000...However,execu-
tion of death sentence
passed...shallnotbeexecutedun-
less it is confirmed by theHigh
Courtof Jharkhand,”hewrote.

Jharkhand: 15 jail inmates get death
penalty for fellow prisoner’s murder

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST18

THECENTRALBureauofInvestig-
ation (CBI) Thursday conducted
searches at 25 locations inDelhi
andRajasthan, officials saidThu-
rsday, in connection with the
coinsworth aroundRs 11 crore
missingfromanSBIbranchinKar-
auli’sMehandipurBalajilastyear.
Thesearcheswerecarriedout

in Delhi, Jaipur, Dausa, Karauli,
SawaiMadhopur,Alwar,Udaipur
andBhilwara in anon-going in-
vestigationofthecase,theofficials
said. Premises of around15 for-
merofficialsof thebankandoth-
ers including the branchman-
ager/ joint custodian and cash
officersweresearched,theysaid.
AspertheinitialFIRlodgedon

August16,2021atTodabhimpo-
licestation inKarauli, thealleged
embezzlement at SBI’sMehan-
dipurbranchcametolightinmid-
2021.Aninitialinquiryconducted
byabankcommittee foundthat,
prima facie, embezzlement had
indeedbeencommitted.
Subsequently,anagency,Arpit

GoodsCarrier,was taskedby the
SBIwithcountingthecoinswhich
should have totalled around Rs
13.01crore.
The agency started counting

themoneyonJuly22,2021under
the watch of branch manager
HargovindMeena.Morethantwo
weekslater,however, theagency
saidsomeunknown,armedmen
threateneditsstaffinvolvedinthe
countingtostoptheactivity.
TillAugust6,2021theagency

had counted coins valued at Rs
1.39 crore, in 2,350bags, the FIR
stated. Around 600-700 bags
were still leftwhen the FIRwas
filed,with an estimatedvalue of
Rs 60 lakh—pointing to an em-
bezzlementofoverRs11crore.
The SBI subsequently ap-

proached the Rajasthan High
court to direct theCBI to pursue
the FIR.OnApril 13 this year, the
CBIlodgedanFIRforcriminalcon-
spiracy, cheating and criminal
breachoftrustinconnectionwith
thecase.

Coins worth
Rs 11 cr missing
from bank:
CBI searches
25 locations

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AMRITSAR,AUGUST18

ALOCALcourtinKapurthalahas
directed officials in Punjab to
submitamedicalreportofanin-
mate at Ferozepur Jail after he
took off his shirt during a hear-
ing and showedwounds accus-
ing prison officials of branding
theword “gangster” in Punjabi
onhisbackwithahot ironrod.
The prison authorities have

deniedthechargeandsaidCCTV
footage suggests that inmate
TarsemSingh, anallegedmem-
berof JagguBhagwanpuriagang,
connivedwith someotherpris-
oners to get theword branded.
Tarsem Singh has now been

bookedunder relevant sections
of thePrisonAct.
The incident came to light

Wednesday when Singh, who
was presented before the court
of District and Sessions judge
RakeshKumarviavideoconfer-
encing in connection with a
criminalcaseregistered in2017,
showed the wounds. Singh al-
leged that therewas a conspir-
acy tokill himin the jail.
The judge issued orders di-

recting police officials to get a
medical testof the inmatedone

andsubmitreportbyAugust20.
Seniormedicalofficer(SMO)

of Kapurthala civil hospital Dr
Sandeep Dhawan said, Singh’s
medical examinationwas con-
ducted.“Aproberevealed ‘gang-
ster’ iswrittenonhisback. Iwill
prepare the report by the due
dateandpresent it inthecourt,”
DrDhawansaid.
DIGFerozepurRangeTejinder

SinghMod,meanwhile, said an-
other inmate had written the
word on Singh's back onAugust
10.“Nojailofficial is involved.”

Kolkata:TheWestBengal Police
has arrested two suspected
members of al-Qaeda in the
Indian-Subcontinent (AQIS)
fromNorth24Parganasdistrict,
a seniorofficer said.
Actingona tip-off, officers of

the special task forceof the state
police conducted a raid on
WednesdaynightintheKharibari
areaundertheShasanpolicesta-

tion limits and arrested the two
fortheirallegedinvolvementwith
theterroroutfit,hesaid.
One of themhas been iden-

tified as a resident of
Gangarampur in Dakshin
Dinajpurdistrict,whiletheother
belonged to Arambagh in
Hooghly,policesaid,addingthat
several documentswere seized
fromtheirpossessionduringthe

raid. “Both have been arrested
because of their involvement
with theAQIS. Documents con-
tainingradicalisedthoughts, in-
dicative of wagingwar against
India, have been seized from
their possession. A specific case
is being initiated against them,'
police said, adding that the duo
will be produced before a local
courtonThursday. PTI

Two al-Qaeda suspects held in Bengal: police

PUNJAB

Court orders medical test after inmate
alleges jail staff branded him ‘gangster’
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STEPPING BACK
BackandforthingovernmentontheRohingyaisdispiriting. It

alsohighlightsneedforarefugeelaw

ONWEDNESDAYMORNING,UnionMinister forHousing andUrbanAffairs
HardeepSinghPuri announcedwhat seemed like awelcomeshift fromthe
Centre’s non-accommodatingpolicy towards theRohingyawhohavemade
theirwaytoIndiaafterfacingpersecutioninMyanmar.Invokingtheprinciple

of VasudhaivaKutumbakam,he tweeted that the “refugees”will be shifted toEWSflats in
Bakkarwala inDelhi,where theywill beprovidedbasic amenities. Theywill alsobegiven
UNHCRidsandaccordedround-the-clockpoliceprotection,hesaid.Sevenhours later, ina
seriesof tweets, theUnionhomeministryclarifiedthat thegovernmentdoesnothaveany
housingschemefortheRohingya,thatitregardspeoplefromthecommunityas“illegalim-
migrants”andplanstodeport themtotheirhomecountry.Thishasonceagaincastanun-
flatteringlightontheBJP-ledgovernment’soutlookonthehumanitarianproblemthathas
beenunfolding inMyanmar since2017after the country’s army launchedabrutal crack-
downontheRohingyaonthepretextofcurbingterrorism.Tensofthousandsofpeoplefrom
thedisenfranchisedcommunitywhohavereportedlycrossedtheborder intoIndiafacean
uncertainfuturewiththeCentreissuingregularthreatsofdeportation.
TheRohingyaexodushas intensifiedsinceMyanmar’smilitaryoverthrewthecountry’s

democratically-electedgovernment in February last year. InOctober2021,UNSecretary-
GeneralAntonioGuterres told theGeneralAssembly thatmore than15,000Rohingyahad
crossedovertoIndiaintheeightmonthssincethecoup—Myanmarsharesa1,600-kmbor-
derwiththefourNorth-easternstatesofMizoram,Nagaland,ManipurandArunachalPradesh.
InAprillastyear,theCentrehadaskedthesestatesto“takeappropriateactionasperlaw”and
“maintainastrictvigilattheborder”topreventaRohingyainflux.Thestategovernmentswere
toldthattheydidnothavetheauthoritytodeclareanyoneas“refugees”sinceIndiaisnotasig-
natorytotheRefugeeConventionof1951.This lackofgenerosityandcompassionisablem-
ishon India's recordof treatingcommunitiesunder siege in itsneighbourhood—Tibetans,
peoplefromerstwhileEastPakistanandSriLankanTamilsforinstance.It'sapparentthatthe
Rohingya,beingMuslims,donotfit theBJPgovernment'sbillof apersecutedcommunity--
theCAAAct,eventhoughitdoesn'tapplytoMyanmar,leavesnodoubtthatreligionisacrite-
rionfordecidingwhogetsfast-trackedcitizenshipamongthoseseekingsanctuaryinIndia.
Butthegovernmentshouldaskitself:Canacountryaspiringforglobalpowerstatusaf-

fordtodiscriminateamongthevulnerable?InDonghLianKham&Anr.vsUnionOfIndia&Anr.
(2015)theSupremeCourtremindedthegovernmentthatthecountryhaswonaccoladesfor
itssensitivehandlingofrefugees.However,theabsenceofarefugeelawmeansthatcommu-
nitiessuchas theRohingyaor theChinrefugees fromMyanmarhavetosearchforsecurity
inad-hocpolicychangesandjudicial interventions.ThelatestcontroversyontheRohingya
shouldimparturgencytoconversationsforsuchalaw.

BATTLE FOR AIADMK
OPSwinsabreatherfromHC,butdualleadershipmodelthat

helpedpartyinpostAmmaphaseisunlikelytolast

T HEMADRASHIGHCourtorderstayingthedecisionstakenatarecentAIADMK
generalcouncilmeethasgivenafreshleaseof lifetotheleadershipquestionin
thatparty.TheJuly11meetinghadsettledthequestioninfavourofformerChief
MinisterEdappadiPalaniswami(EPS).TheEPSfactioncelebrateditssuccessby

expellingOPanneerselvam(OPS),alsoaformerCM,fromtheparty.TheHCordernowrestores
the dual leadership that the AIADMKhad adopted after the demise of J Jayalalithaa in
December2016andtheexpulsionofheraideVKSasikalafromthepartyin2017:Asperthis
arrangement,OPSwasappointedthecoordinatorofthepartyandEPSthejointcoordinator,
leavingthepostof generalsecretaryvacant.However, thecourt-directedrestorationof the
dual leadershipisunlikelyto lastsincethereisnosignofapatch-upbetweenthetwowar-
ringleaders.WhileEPSseemstobeinfirmcontroloftheAIADMK,theexpulsionofOPScould
weakenthatparty,andtherebytheOppositionspaceinTamilNadu.
Since the1970s, politics in TamilNadu for nearly four decadespivoted around larger-

than-lifeleaderssuchasAIADMKfounderMGRamachandran,DMKpatriarchMKarunanidhi
andJayalalithaa.Theseleadersturnedtheirpartiesintopersonalfiefsandextensionsoftheir
personalities.Theynurturedacultureofsycophancy,whichwascopiedevenbysplinterout-
fitsandsmallerparties.ThisdiminishedpoliticsanddemocraticpracticeinTamilNadu.Since
thedeathsof Karunanidhi and Jayalalithaa, the twoDravidianmajorshaveshownsignsof
movingtowardsacollectiveleadership,withsecond-rungleadersgivenbreathingspaceand
greaterroomtoarticulatetheirviews.Thedual leadershipformatadoptedbytheAIADMK
preventeditfromimplodingafterAmma'sdeathandhelpedthepartycompleteitstermin
office. ItgaveclosecompetitiontotheformidableDMKalliance inthe2021assemblyelec-
tiondespite theburdenof a two-termanti-incumbency. Electoral politics in the state also
looksmoreevenlybalanced,withelectionsceasingtobeone-sidedcontests.
However, EPS,whohelmed theAIADMKas CM—OPS served asDeputy CM—after

Jayalalithaa'sdeath,seemstohavedecidedagainstthedualpowercentremodelfortheparty.
Thedecisiontoabolish itandtheexpulsionofOPSandhissupporters fromtheAIADMKat
theJulygeneralcouncilmeetindicatethatEPSisaimingforcompletecontroloftheparty.His
leadership skillswill be severely tested as the dissident factions—besidesOPS, there is
SasikalaaandTTVDhinakaranwaitingtotakeovertheparty—arelikelytopushback.

UpendraKaul

Bilkis’sperseverancegotherameasureofjustice,allowed
ustoclingontotheillusionthatjusticewasstillpossible

A PEOPLE UNDER SIEGE
Violencesince2019hasincreasedinsecurityofKashmiriPanditsinValley

LET USMAKE nomistake about it. The ap-
provalbytheGujaratgovernmentpanel for
the remission of sentences of 11men con-
victedof rapingBilkisBano, themurderofa
three-year-oldchild,andparticipatinginthe
murderof 13others, isnot just a travestyof
justice. It is also a dangerous political dog-
whistle.Thegovernmentmayyetreconsider
its order. The Supreme Court may, if ap-
proached, overturn it although it gave per-
mission for the remission application to be
considered. But the damage has already
beendone.“Is thishowjusticeends?”Bilkis
Bano’s poignant question pierces through
the carefully constructed facades of the
Indian republic. The haunting force of this
question has no answer. The fact that the
force of this question is not even being felt
widelyisatestimonytoamoralnumbingof
the republic, and its blatant
communalisation.
It is important not to let lawyerly argu-

mentsget in thewayofunderstandingwhat
isatstakeinthisremission.Unfortunately, in
the Indian justice system, theway inwhich
bail,punishmentandremissionarepractised
is shot throughwithwide discretion. Some
rapecases,mostnotablytheDecember2012
Delhigangrapeandmurdercase,attractedthe
deathpenalty;severalotherheinouscaseslike
thisonehavenot.Wecouldarguewhetherre-
missioncanbegrantedunderapolicythatex-
isted in 1992 and has since been repealed;
whether the Centre’s guidelines that remis-
sion not be granted in the case of heinous
crimesshouldapplytothiscase.Wecouldar-
gueaboutwhat a just sentence in a case like
thisshouldbe.Andtheremaybea largerde-
bate to be had about penalties and sentenc-
ing.But this exerciseof discretion isnot that.
This grant of remissionmay be enabled by
theselegaltechnicalities.Butit lookslikethis
isaboutastategovernmentexercisingdiscre-
tionary power to subvert justice, and send a
politicalsignal.
TheBilkisBanocasewas sohorrific that

evenhearingabout it produces adeepcog-
nitive and imaginative loss, and an emo-
tional disorientation. The crime was so
graphic, the facts corroborated so many
times. But we still recoil at the thought of
the kindof brutality that involved rapeof a

pregnantwoman,smashingachildtodeath,
massacring a whole family, all by your
neighbours.Against thisbackground,what
Bilkis Bano achievedwas nothing short of
miraculous. She fiercely exercised her
agency, showed indomitable courage,
against great odds: A hostile political envi-
ronment,athreateningsociety,abrokenjus-
ticesystem,andeconomicdeprivation.She
let justice, not the crime, define her. And in
a supreme act of patriotism, reposedmore
faithintheIndianConstitutionandits insti-
tutions than its custodians ever have. This
casewasthekindof strawwestill clutchon
towhenwewant to console ourselves that
justiceisstillpossible.Andhowdoesjustice
end? Not even the courtesy of informing
BilkisBano thather tormentorswerebeing
releasedtothesameneighbourhood.Relive
the trauma and fear, the state implied
blithely.
Buttherearetwopoliticalaspectstothis

that are worth remembering. Many of the
perpetrators of the 2002 violence, like in
manyriotsbefore,havenotbeenbroughtto
justice. But there is awidespread narrative
in Gujarat that even those few that were
convictedwerevictimsofapoliticalconspir-
acyhatchedby a combinationof NGOs, ac-
tivists, the Congress government and odd
sectionsof themedia.Sometimestoplacate
thepressure fromthosedemanding justice
some“usualsuspects”whomighthavebeen
innocent were rounded up and offered as
sacrificial offerings in this political war.
Whether this is true or not is not germane
here. The point is that the BJP wants us to
believethis;it ispartof its“Hinduscannever
be terrorists, and Hindus are only victims”
refrain.
Thisisthenarrativethatnowjustifiesthe

governmentgoingafterliterallyanyonewho
triedtosecure justice for the2002riotsvic-
tims, and punishing them for the fact that
they tried to secure justice.But the realdog
whistleunderlyingthisnarrativeisthesug-
gestionthatthequest for justicewasitself a
conspiracy.This isnot justanactof revenge.
It isalsotoshoreupthemythofHinduinno-
cence. This conspiracywill only gainmore
powerifnon-BJPgovernmentsareinpower.
This remission is a convenient way of sig-

nallingthattheBJPwillprotectHinduinter-
estsinthejusticesystem.Inacontextwhere
the police and judiciary do not command
credibility, these narratives are easy to be-
lieve; it is also a ruse for not confronting
thosewhoareguilty.
This dog whistle is made all the more

possible by the horrific idea that crimes of
identity arenot real crimes. This is thekind
of thinking that obscures the violence of
rapewherever it is placed in the context of
community. In the case of communal vio-
lence,sexualviolencehaslongbeenseenas
justanotherinstrumentofpoliticalviolence;
butit istrueofcasteviolenceaswell.Victims
of violence in riots or pogromsor assertion
of caste power are chosen because of their
identity.Fortheperpetrators, theinvocation
of identity allows the dismantling of their
conscience,andfortheirsupporters,allows
them tobe treated as heroes not criminals.
The inflated rhetoric of war onwhich radi-
cal ideologies likeHindutva and other fun-
damentalisms thrivemakes this conflation
easy. This is why it is so easy for us to gar-
landlynchers, felicitaterapists,andtakeout
rallies in their support.
Sothereisnothingperplexingaboutthe

lackofoutrageonthisremission,orthecon-
stant double standards we use depending
onwhocommitsthecrime.Weliveinanage
ofnotjustgreatercommunalisation,butalso
totalisation of communal identity, where
evensmallmarkersof culture—music, lan-
guage — are burdenedwith the weight of
identity. In such a totalising environment,
crimeand justice, innocenceandguilthave
noautonomousmeaningof theirown,other
thanaspart of a communalproject.
So the answer to Bilkis Bano’s question

—“Isthishowjusticeends?”—maybeadis-
quieting one. Her perseverance got her a
measure of justice, and allowed us to cling
ontotheillusionthat justicewasstillpossi-
ble.Butas it turnsout, as thewindsof com-
munalisation and impunity once again
grow,thosesliversof justicewillonceagain
beblownaway.This isnothowjusticeends,
sinceperhapsreal justicehadneverstarted.

Thewriter is contributing editor,
The IndianExpress

MILITANTS HAVE STRUCK in the Kashmir
Valleyonceagain.OnTuesday,theygunned
downaKashmiriPanditandinjuredanother
memberof thecommunity. Itseemsthatas
soon as things appear to be improving for
the few Pandits remaining in the Valley,
things takea turn for theworse.
ThenumbersofKashmiriPanditsstarted

dwindlingwiththe large-scaleconversions
to Islamaround the13th century. Kashmiri
is themother tongue of both Hindus and
MuslimsfromtheValley.Culturally,thetwo
communities also havemuch in common.
But thesurvivalof thecommunityafter the
conversionsdependedonthewhimsof the
MughalandAfghanrulers.TheDograregime
(1846 to 1947) is seen as a good period for
thePanditswhenitsmembersusededuca-
tion to improve their status vis-a-vis the
Muslims.Manyleft theValley forbetterop-
portunitiesandalargesectionof thosewho
stayed back became professionals and got
government jobs. In 1948, the community
comprised 8 per cent of the state's popula-
tion. After the Land Reforms Act was initi-
ated by the Sheikh Abdullah government,
Pandit landownerslosttheir landandmany
migrated. By 1981, their population in the
Valleyhadcomedowntoonly5percent.
The exodus in the 1990swas a result of

thetargetedkillingsofPandits.Anestimated
1,00,000PanditslefttheValley.However,the
Panditswerenot theonlycommunity tobe

targetedbymilitants.Accordingtoinforma-
tionaccessedbyanRTIactivist(IE,December
15,2021),89Panditshavebeenkilledbymil-
itants while 1,635 persons of other faiths
have also lost their lives since 1990. These
figurescouldbedisputedbutthefact is that
bothMuslims and Pandits suffered at the
hands of militants. However, the killing of
Kashmiri Pandits got greatermedia cover-
age. Of course, the fear is much greater
among theminorities. This led tomassmi-
gration, bringing down their population to
less than1percent in theValley.
In2010,aspergovernmentfigures,there

wereonly808Pandit families—3,445peo-
pleinall—intheValley.Severalinitiativesto
attractPandit familiesbacktotheValleydid
not succeed. A Rs 1,168-crore package in
2008bytheUPAgovernmentcouldn'tdraw
even 2,000 youths from the community to
return to the Valley. The recently-released
film,KashmirFiles, seemstohavemadethe
life of the Pandits living in the Valley even
more difficult. There seems to be a feeling
amongstMuslims that they are blamed for
what happened in 1990when everybody
suffered.
With the state under Central rule since

August 5, 2019, it was hoped that things
would improve for thePandits.However, in
the last fewmonths, the problems seem to
have increased for thosewho have chosen
to be there. The killings of innocent people

havepetrifiedthecommunityandthereisa
senseof demoralisationamongst them.
The empathy of Muslim neighbours is,

nodoubt,heartwarming.Butthevolatilepo-
liticalsituationandthesporadicbutcontin-
uouskillingsofHindussince2019—includ-
ing Bihari labourers — have increased the
insecurityofKashmiriPandits.
Thetouristseasonthisyearhasbeenex-

ceptionally goodwith those involved in the
industry doingwell. There has been no at-
tempttodisrupt it, indicatingthat thesepa-
ratists donotwant to antagonise the locals.
Onlyahandfulof personshavebought land
intheUTafter theabrogationofArticle370,
andthat'sconfinedmainlytoareascloserto
Jammuprovince.
For a Kashmiri Pandit likemewho con-

tinues to have an intimate and affectionate
relationshipwith the Valley and its people
— this includes Gauri Kaul Foundation's
healthcare initiatives — these killings are
worrying.Thelocalpopulation'sencourage-
ment, alongwithmystrongKashmiri roots,
gives our group the confidence to quietly
continueourmissiontoprovidegoodhealth-
care.Butwerealisethatthesecontributions
areno solution to the vexedproblemof the
Pandits.Normalliferemainsadistantdream
for them.

Thewriter isacardiologistand founder
directorof theGauriKaulFoundation

The Bilkis Bano case was so
horrific that even hearing
about it produces a deep
cognitive and imaginative
loss, and an emotional
disorientation. The crime
was so graphic, the facts
corroborated so many times.
But we still recoil at the
thought of the kind of
brutality that involved rape
of a pregnant woman,
smashing a child to death,
massacring a whole family,
all by your neighbours.
Against this background,
what Bilkis Bano achieved
was nothing short of
miraculous. She fiercely
exercised her agency, showed
indomitable courage, against
great odds: A hostile political
environment, a threatening
society, a broken justice
system, and economic
deprivation. She let justice,
not the crime, define her.

With the state under Central
rule since August 5, 2019, it
was hoped that things would
improve for the Pandits.
However, in the last few
months, the problems seem
to have increased for those
who have chosen to be there.
The killings of innocent
people have petrified the
community and there is a
sense of demoralisation
amongst them.
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It is the obligation of every person born in a
safer room toopen the doorwhen someone in

danger knocks.— DinaNayeriTHEEDITORIALPAGE

FAROOQ’S ASCENSION
GOVERNORBKNehruacceptedtheresigna-
tion of G M Shah, Works and Powers
Minister,whohadalreadytenderedhis res-
ignation to J&K Chief Minister Sheikh
Abdullah. This clears the way for Farooq
Abdullah, eldest son of the Kashmir leader,
tothecovetedpostofchiefminister.Farooq,
according toparty sources,will soonbeap-
pointedaministerwithoutportfolio to look
afterthedepartmentheldbyhisailingfather.

POLICE PROTESTS
SHOOT-AT-SIGHTORDERSWERE issued in

BombayandArmy,BSFandCRPunitsfanned
outalloverthecityafterthedeathofat least
fourpersons, includingtwoschoolchildren,
in rioting and firing, following a crackdown
on rebellious policemen. Trouble began af-
ter 22 police constableswere detained un-
der theNationalSecurityAct.

ARRESTS IN PAKISTAN
TWOLEADINGOPPOSITIONpoliticianswere
arrested at Sargodha town in Pakistan’s
Punjab province, the Pakistan Press
Internationalnewsagencyreported.Khwaja
Khairuddin,presidentofthebannedPakistan
Muslim League Party (Khairuddin group)

anditsSecretary-General,MalikMohammad
Qasim, were detained after they had ad-
dressed theSarogadhaBarAssociation.

PLO EVACUATION
THE EVACUATIONOF Palestinian combat-
ants fromBeirutwill begin onAugust 21 or
22,LebaneseForeignMinisterFuadBoutros
announced.LebanonwillaskFrance, theUS
andItalytosendtroopstoconstituteabuffer
force thatwill oversee the Palestinian pull-
out,PrimeMinisterShafiqWazzansaid.Both
announcementscameat thecloseof acabi-
netmeeting toapprovetheevacuationplan
proposedbyUSenvoyPhilipHabib.

AUGUST 19, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

THE GOOD UMPIRE
Handwringingover thescarcityofumpires in Indiahas ledto
short-livedexperimentsbyBCCI.Thisneeds tochange

W HYDOESAcricketingpowerhouse like IndiahavejustoneIndianum-
pireintheelitepanel?Theanswerisbestsummedupthus:Somewhere
inNagpur,thereexistsanumpiringacademy.Startedin2010withlofty
ambitions toproduceworld-classumpires in India, it quickly got em-

broiledinconflictsbetweentheadministrators,andwasreducedtoanexaminationcentre.
AftertheformerIndiancaptainSVenkataraghavanretiredin2004,Indiahadtowaittill2015
foranelitepanelumpirewhenSRaviwasinducted.ButneitherhenorCShamshuddinlasted
long.NitinMenonisnowtheloneIndianinthegroup.
TheIndiancricketboarddidtry,butmostmoveswereshort-lived.Theyexperimentedwith

anumpire’scoachbeforediscardingtheidea.Thentheyhadanumpirereviewcommittee,
whichwasdisbanded.Now,thematchrefereeshavethatonus.Widelyregardedasoneofthe
bestumpiresintheworldofhistime,theAustralianSimonTaufelhasgivenafewcoaching
seminars.Inthe2019season,whentheBCCIorganised2024domesticgames—ajumpfrom
1,000—theyfailedtofactorintheneedformoreumpiresandatoughslogfortiredumpires
ensued.Intheyearbeforethat,severalRanjiumpireswerereportedlyfieldedwithoutproper
medicalfitnesstestsduetopaucityof time.
Everytwoyearsorso,hand-wringingwouldoccuroverthestateoftheumpiresandthe

BCCIwouldattemptsomething. In the last IPL, thestandardof Indianumpireswasheavily
criticised.Unlikesomecountries,notmanyformerplayersgetintotheumpiringhardgrind
inIndia.Withover2,000gamesinadomesticseason,asupply-chainproblemcontinuesto
persist.TheBCCIisnowconductingexamswithtoughquestionsthattesttheirpracticalap-
titudetoseeiftheycanfindgenuinelygoodumpires.Butfornow,theuncertaintycontinues.

Pratap BhanuMehta

‘Is this how justice ends?’

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“To ensure the Afghan funds don’t end up in the hands of terrorists, the US can
involve Muslim states as guarantors so that the money is spent on rehabilitating the
Afghan economy.” —DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
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For enhancing Indian
women’s employment
prospects we need greater
emphasis on demand-side
factors. This would include
training women in non-
traditional skills with market
demand and creating more
public and private sector jobs
for them closer to home.

WHAT EXPLAINS SRI Lanka’s U-turn on
the docking of the Chinese ship Yuan
Wang-5 at Hambantota? Days after it
asked Beijing to defer the visit of its re-
searchshiptoHambantotaportcitingse-
curity considerations, Colombo reversed
its decision, in apparent disregard of
Indianconcerns.NewDelhihadprotested
theChinesevessel’svisit,deemingitdetri-
mental to India’s security.
OneexplanationforColombo’schange

ofheart is that thevisitingChineseship is
notclassifiedasawarship, andtherefore,
does notwarrant being barred entry in a
Sri Lankan port. As a space and satellite
tracking ship ostensibly, the YW-5 poses
nodirect threat to India’s “unity, integrity
andsecurity”—at leastnot inawayviola-
tive of the 1987 Indo-Sri Lankan Accord,
whichcallsuponthetwocountriestopre-
vent foreign activity in their respective
territories that could pose a threat to the
other. The other possibility is that Sri
Lankaauthoritiessuccumbedtopressure
fromChina,akeydevelopmentalpartner
for Colombo. Sri Lanka’s initial refusal to
allowthedockingof theChineseshiphad
upsetBeijing,withChineseofficials lash-
ing out at Colombo for its “senseless at-
tempts”topreventwhattheysawasmere
“replenishment” of a research ship.
What could have tipped the scales of

opinion in Colombo in favour of China,
however, is a seeming reconsiderationof
the matter in India. Former Indian Chief
ofNavalStaff,AdmiralArunPrakash(‘Step
back from water’s edge’, IE, August 10)
called for adispassionate examinationof
the issue, reminding decisionmakers in
NewDelhiabout the futilityof stoppinga
Chinese research ship from entering Sri
Lanka.Having fullyachieved itsambition
of becoming a “maritime great power”,
China, Admiral Prakash pointed out, was
entitledtoscientific researchactivity.Not
only was India’s objection to visit of the
YW-5not in keepingwith the provisions
of the UNCLOS (that permits unfettered
freedom of navigation on the high seas,
and acknowledges a foreign warship’s
right to berth at a foreign portwith prior
consent), New Delhi’s stand, he averred,
is unmaintainable in the face of China’s
possession of Hambantota port for a pe-
riod of 99 years. Moreover, electronic
snooping by foreign ships, aircraft and
satellites, he noted, is a regular affair to-
day.Withprecautionarypoliciesandpro-
cedures inplace, therewasseemingly lit-
tle in the YW-5’s visit that materially
threatened Indian interests.
It seems there are two ways to con-

strue the possible hazards posed by the
YW-5.Oneis to indeedacknowledgethat
in an age of transparency, surveillance at
sea is a legitimate activity. Admiral
Prakash is right to observe that friendly
and hostile forces carry out snooping in

theAsian littorals regularly,withregional
states keeping track of foreign surveil-
lance in their waters. The other way to
view the Yung Wang 5’s deployment,
however, is to see it in the context of
China’s evolving IndianOceanstrategy—
nottophysicallydominatetheregion,but
tocreateapermissiveenvironment for its
military activities. China rarely demon-
strates naval power in the Indian Ocean;
its approach is aimed essentially at ex-
panding stakeholdership in the littorals
throughagradualexpansionofquasi-mil-
itary presence. In the Bay of Bengal and
AndamanSea,Chinahasbeensendingnot
warships,butsurveyandresearchvessels,
as a way of marking presence in the re-
gion.Beijing’sgameplanistodemonstrate
to IndiaandotherBaystates thatChinese
activities inthelittoralare inkeepingwith
China's risingglobal heft. It has sought to
reassure states that unless necessitated
by operational reasons, it would desist
fromdeployingwarships in foreignports.
Yet China is alwayspushing the enve-

lope—bothintheWesternPacificandthe
Indian Ocean. In the South China Sea,
China usesmaritimemilitias to threaten
any activity deemed inimical to Chinese
sovereign interests.TheChinesepolicy in
theIndianOceanisgradualandrelentless
encroachmentthatexpandsChina’s tacti-
cal space, and asserts Beijing’s rights and
interests in spaces outside its sphere of
natural influence.Theapproachisn’tnec-
essarilya threat toregionalpowers,but it
willy-nillyunderminesthe latter’scapac-
ity to competewithChina. Even if not in-
herentlymalevolent, it ishardtodenythat
China’s strategymanifests in ways dam-
aging to the interests of other countries.
ThetouchstoneforwhetherChina’sac-

tivities in Sri Lanka are kosher would be
whether those actions are acceptable to
SriLankanstrategicexperts.Here, thema-
jorityviewappearstosuggestthatChinese
deployments are problematic. China’s
goal,SriLankanexpertssay, istouseLanka
indebtedness to display strategic heft.
Beijing, they suggest, is intent on putting
Hambantotaporttodualuse,commercial
andmilitary.Partof theplanistobuildthe
capability tomove andmanoeuvre ships
at theportwithamilitarypurpose.
The visit of the YW-5, then, raises a

largerphilosophical question. Can seem-
inglysuspicious foreignactivity inanear-
littoral be deemed legitimate, if the sub-
ject professes to advance a noble cause?
Should a revisionist power be allowed to
ride unchecked on the back of a body of
international rules that privileges user-
state rights, over the security concernsof
littoral nations? It is certainly a question
for New Delhi to consider. Should it do
what’s requiredbylaw(andpropriety),or
should it hew close to national interests
anddemandspecialrights initsnear-seas,
especially in circumstances when inter-
national lawdoesnotfullyaccountforfor-
eignactivitythatcould imperil India’sna-
tional security (much like Chinese
oppositiontoanyexternal interference in
the South China Sea)? The jury clearly is
out on this one.

Thewriter is a Senior FellowandHeadof
theMaritimePolicy Initiative at the

Observer Research Foundation,NewDelhi

MANY ARGUE THAT women’s burden of
childcareanddomesticworkisthemostim-
portant factor disadvantaging them in the
labour market, both globally and in India.
This “care work burden” or “motherhood
penalty”, as some call it, is seen to underlie
gendergapsinwages, lifetimeearnings,ca-
reer choices, andupwardmobility. In India,
women’slowlabourforceparticipationrate
is also often explained in terms of the con-
straints imposedbychildcareanddomestic
tasks,which fallmainly on themdue to so-
cial norms.
Butisthisunchanging?Ibelieveit istime

toreassessthisargumentinlightofnotable
demographic shifts, especiallyover the last
decade,andconcentrateourattentionmore
fully on the demand-side constraints that
women face (such as a dearth of suitable
jobs), and barriers beyond households, es-
peciallythelackofsafetransport,secureliv-
ing spaces, and harassment-free work-
places.
Globally, for instance, total fertility rates

(TFR)havefallentoreplacementlevelsorbe-
lowboth inhigh-incomeandmanymiddle-
income countries. In India, as per the 2019-
20NationalFamilyHealthSurvey-5, theTFR
is at 2.1 (replacement level) with only five
states(Bihar,Jharkhand,Manipur,Meghalaya,
and UP) having TFRs above 2.1. Moreover,
childlessness is growing. In the UK, 50 per
cent of womenwho turned 30 in 2020 had
not had children, andmanywill never have
any. In theUS, too, childlessness is rising. In
India, thefigureswhileverylow,alsoshowa
slow rise, from 2.4 per cent childlessness
amongwomenborninthe1940sto5percent
among those born in the late-1970s
(‘Increasingchildlessnessdrivenbyhigherfe-
male education in India’, Koyel Sarkar and
ThomasBaudin,N-IUSS, May23,2022).
With few children, the time women

spend in childcarewill fall. And even if the
intensity of care per child increases, espe-
cially as middle-class women focus on
“quality time” andmore extra-curriculum
activitiesforkids, therearelimitstothisrise.
Somearguethattheburdenofeldercare

will replace that of childcare, given ageing
populations. But, will it? Most people no
longer livewiththeirelderlyparents,either
indevelopedordevelopingcountries. Inthe
US, only 18 per cent of households were
multigenerational in 2021 (Pew Research
Centre survey). In the UK, 7 per cent of
householdsweremultigenerationalin2013-
14. In India, only 16 per cent of families are
deemed jointby the2011census.
In other words, the evidence does not

suggest that eldercare is replacing the bur-
denof childcare formostwomen,although
this could vary by economic class, with
poorerwomen beingmore burdened than
middle-classones.Amongthelatter,agrow-
ing number of elderly people live on their
own,withchildrenmovingtoothercitiesor
abroad. They typically support parents fi-
nancially, rather thanviahands-oncare.
Demographically, therefore, we can ex-

pect a decline in the extent towhich child-
carewillrestrictwomen’slabourmarketop-
tions in the future.Althoughweneedmore
research,thereisalreadyemergingevidence

of this.A2019studybyJohnBonggartsetal.
(PopulationStudies)of 58middleand low-
incomecountriesfoundthatafall infertility
and hence fewer children at home was
linkedwithasignificantincreaseintheper-
centageofwomenemployed.
Improvementinbasic infrastructurecan

further reduce domestic work burdens. In
India, for instance, domesticwork for rural
women often includes arduous tasks such
as fetching water and fuelwood. Piped
drinking water and clean natural gas (al-
ready improving)will reduce this load.
Hence,whileitremainsessentialtomove

socialnormstowardsmoreequalsharingof
housework bymen, changing demograph-
ics(especiallyfallingfertility)andbasictech-
nologies could reduce, to an extent, the im-
portance of childcare and unpaid domestic
work as constraints to women’s employ-
ment. This “rebooting” could help us focus
onotherconstraints that remainstrong.
In particular, for enhancing Indian

women’s employment prospects we need
greater emphasis on demand-side factors.
Thiswouldincludetrainingwomeninnon-
traditional skillswithmarketdemand, cre-
atingmorepublicandprivatesectorjobsfor

themclosertohome,andraisingawareness
among employers — using substantial ex-
isting evidence — that hiring women can
haveasignificantpositiveeffectonproduc-
tivityandworkculture.Dovetailedwiththis,
womenneedadiversityofmeasurestocre-
ate secure accommodation in small towns
and cities if they migrate for work, safe
modes of public transport and zero toler-
ance for sexualharassment inworkspaces.
I amnot the first to say this, butwhat is

new is factoring in demographic changes
andshifting theemphasis.Weneed toper-
sistentlychallengetheideathatmostIndian
womendon’t join the labour force because
theypreferhouseworktopaidwork,andask
for policies that proactively create jobs in
whichwomenwould like towork.
We have a long way to travel from an

IndependenceDayspeechaboutrespecting
women,deliveredfromtherampartsof the
RedFort,tocreatingdecentjobsandrespect-
fulworkspaces for them. That iswhere the
demographicdividend really lies.

Thewriter is professor ofDevelopment
Economics andEnvironment,University of

Manchester,UK

Drawing lines
in high seas

POLITICAL BURDENS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Don’t
lookatPSUs’ (IE,August18).Theedito-
rial,whilecorrectinitsanalysis,missed
mentioningthefactthatformanyyears
PSUswerebeingusedforpoliticalpur-
poses. They have providedmany jobs
to serve political ends. This is the rea-
son that PSUs are already overbur-
dened.Today,whenPSUscompetewith
private corporations in a liberalised
economy and are accountable to the
market, they shouldbe freeof political
influence.Theanalysisof jobdatainthe
editorial reflects thisnewreality.

SuchakDPatel,Ahmedabad

RISE UP
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Indra
Meghwal, 9 YearsOld’ (IE, August 18).
Onthe75thanniversaryof independ-
ence,weneedtoaccept that therehas
been great marginalisation of certain
communities inourrepublic.Thecon-
stitutionalguaranteesagainstdiscrim-
ination sound like hollow promises.
Themyththatcastediscriminationhas
gone to dust in modern India, stands
punctured by incidents like themur-
derof IndraMeghwal.Thesaddestpart
is the negligible conviction rate for
suchcrimesandtheconsequentesca-
latingsocialdiscontent .Theonlyrem-
edyis for theentirestatemachineryto
rise up to the occasion andmake sure
that justice is served.

VinaySaroha,NewDelhi

OVERHAUL NEEDED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘On his
plate’(IE,August18).Anyheadofanin-
stitutionmust serve in that role for a
considerableperiodoftimetodrivecer-
taininitiativeswithconsistency.Thele-
gal system in our country requires a
hugeoverhaul,especiallyintermsofthe
legaldeliverysystem.ThatJusticeLalit,
if appointed CJI, will have tenure of
hardly three months is bewildering.
Whatcanhedoinsuchashortperiodof
time?Theprocessofgoingbyseniority
mayneedtobereviewed.

SSPaul,Chakdaha

READING THE REJIG
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Gadkari &
ShivrajdroppedfromBJPParliamentary
Board,6newfaces’(IE,August18).With
the absence of any general-secretary,
vice president and serving CMs in the
BJP’s newParliamentaryBoard, a lucid
narrativehasbeenestablished:It isPM
Narendra Modi and HomeMinister
Amit Shahwho are calling the shots.
The omission of UnionMinister Nitin
Gadkari,who is known tobe the blue-
eyedboyofRSS,couldsignifythatheis
beingcutdowntosize.Also, theexitof
theonlyCMin thepanel, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, indicates that theBJP,which
usedtohaveamodusoperandiofafed-
eralstructureasfarasdecisionmaking
wasconcerned, isnowoperatingmore
asacentralisedoutfit.

NischaiVats,Sultanpur

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

ON JULY10, this newspaperpublisheda re-
port (‘AMUseeksCentre’snodtoconferde-
gree on Saudi prince Mohammad Bin
Salman’, IE) about the Aligarh Muslim
University’s (AMU) proposal to confer an
honoraryDoctorofLetters(D.Litt)degreeon
the crown prince of Saudi Arabia,
Mohammad Bin Salman for his exemplary
services to global affairs, and to augment
India’s efforts to forgedeeper linkswith the
Gulf region.
A few weeks ago, Prime Minister

NarendraModi, inhis first overseas visit af-
ter completing eight years in office, visited
theUnitedArabEmirates(UAE)tooffercon-
dolencesonthedemiseofSheikhKhalifabin
ZayedAlNahyan, theformerUAEPresident.
Earlier, speaking at the centenary cele-

brations programme of AMU in December
2020,PMModiexhortedtheAMUcommu-
nity to further invigorate India’s relations
with the Islamicworld. He said, “In the last
100 years, AMU hasworked to strengthen
India’s relationswithmanycountriesof the
world. The research done here on Urdu,
ArabicandPersianlanguages,onIslamiclit-
erature,givesnewenergyto India’s cultural
relationswith theentire Islamicworld.”
Thesedevelopmentshavepromptedme

toanalyseIndia’sblossomingrelationswith
countries of the Gulf region through a con-
temporary lens, and review AMU’s role in

strengthening India’s linkswith the region.
PMModihassurpassedallhispredeces-

sorsininvestingmoreenergyandresources
incultivatingtieswiththeGulfcountries.His
efforts standouton fivecounts. First,hehas
put his personal imprint on efforts to im-
prove relations with the region through
more than a dozen visits so far. Second, by
substantiallyexpandingIndia’scanvasofen-
gagement— from simple trade-economic-
energy relations to strategic relations in the
spheres of space technology, defence,
counter-terrorism and cyber-security —
India’s stake in the security and stability of
the regionhas risen. Third is the cultivation
of relationshipswithin theregionacrossbi-
naries vis-à-vis Israel. A testament to this is
thatwhile India’s tieswith Israel havebeen
on the ascent, PMModi became the first
Indian PM to visit Palestine and receive its
highest civilian award in recognition of his
“contributiontopromoterelationsbetween
India and Palestine”. Fourth, with the void
createdbythegradualdownsizingoftherole
oftheUSintheregion,India,forthefirsttime,
isbeingseenasacredibleplayerwitha role
in the promotion of regional peace and se-
curity in the region. The statement of the
PrimeMinister of Palestine in November
2021, seeking India’s “well-established and
distinguished” role in the region, demon-
strates this. For aMuslimminority India to

beseenasaneffective interlocutor inacon-
servativeMuslim regionheralds a transfor-
mation in theoutlookof thesecountries to-
wardsIndia.Fifth, India’sgreater impetusto
viewing theGulf countries as its “maritime
neighbours”, has led to the recasting of
India’sneighbourhoodpolicyintwoways—
“sea” is as important a variable as “land” in
asmuchas“sharedvalues”areasimportant
as“geographicalproximity”foraneighbour.
Historically, the AMUhas played an im-

portant role in augmenting India’s quest for
fosteringclosertieswiththeArabandIslamic
world.TheextensivenetworkofAMUalumni
in every Gulf country, especially in Saudi
Arabia and theUAE, has over the years suc-
cessfully leveragedAMU’s “soft power divi-
dend”inbolsteringpeople-to-peoplecontact.
In2018,when I visited Jubail in SaudiArabia
foranalumnimeet,aSaudinationalwhohad
graduatedfromAMUpleasantlysurprisedme
bysayingthatsheintendedtonameherchild
“Aligarh”outofaffectionforAMU.
The prominence and goodwill of AMU

has been duly recognised by the political
leadershipof theAraband Islamicworld. In
1975,SheikhZayedbinSultanAlNahyan,the
firstPresidentandfounderoftheUAE,onhis
presidential visit to India visited AMU and
gaveagenerousgrantforestablishingthede-
partment of petroleum studies in the uni-
versity. Over the years, AMUhas conferred

honorary D.Litt degrees on King Saud bin
Abdulaziz (King of Saudi Arabia) in 1955,
Obaid bin Saif Al-Nasseri (UAE Petroleum
Minister) in 1999, Reza Shah Pahlavi (Shah
of Iran) in 1956 and Gamal Abdel Nasser
(President of Egypt) in 1960, besides heads
of states from Malaysia, the Maldives,
Afghanistan, Mauritius, Nigeria, Morocco
andSudan.
Internationalisationofeducationisakey

goal of theNational Education Policy (NEP)
2020, as affirmed in the recently concluded
AkhilBharatiyaShikshaSamagam.AMUwill
strive toplay akey rolebyexploring collab-
orations with the institutions of the Gulf
countriesinthefrontierareasof innovation,
start-ups and entrepreneurship, besides in
the classical languages of Urdu, Arabic,
Persian and Hindi. The strong Indian dias-
pora in theGulf is uniquelyplaced to vigor-
ously promote Indian higher education in-
stitutions in the Gulf as part of the
internationalisationofeducationunderNEP.
For its trans-national significance, AMU

is recognised as an Institution of National
ImportanceundertheConstitutionof India.
AMU remains committed to strengthening
the efforts of PMModi as India strides for-
ward in theArab-Gulfworld.

Thewriter isVice-Chancellor,
AligarhMuslimUniversity

Strides in theGulf

I-day speech to women’s work

TariqMansoor

CR Sasikumar

Indiahasstrengthenedrelationswithcountriesintheregion.AMUhasplayedarole

BinaAgarwal
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ChineseshipatHambantotacalls forNewDelhi
to lookcloselyat itsmaritimestrategy

Weneedtorecognise thatchangingdemographics,basic technologiesarereducing importanceof
childcareandunpaiddomesticworkasconstraints.Weneedtoaddressdemand-side factors

New Delhi



PPrraaiissee PharmaceuticalsHQ:
NewDelhi All. AnyGraduate,
Freshers/ Exp. (DERMA), Bike
Must, Salary: Negotiable. Call:
JayakumarPaul 9372158480/
conatct@praisepharma.com

0090309402-1

I, Ankit Kumar S/O Harvindra
Singh, resident of Flat No.6, Gali
No.1 D - Block Harit Vihar Burari
Delhi have changed my name
from Ankit Kumar to Ankit Tomar
vide affidavit IN -
DL74609799838557U dated 17
Aug 2022 before Dist. Court North
Delhi 0050202705-1

II,,SSaauukkaatt Ali/ ShaukatAli,S/O
Mali,R/OH.No-N-125/5,Near
Raja Park SatsangColony-
Wazirpur Industrial Area,
Delhi-110052,have changed
myname toShoukatAli.

0040627803-3

II,,SSOONNIIAAARORA,W/O JASPAL
SINGH,R/OE-210,TAGORE
GARDENEXTN,DELHI-110027 ,
have changedmynamesonia
toRAMANDEEPkaur(after-
marriage) 0040627807-2

II,,SSHHRREEYYAAMANGLA,D/O
DAVENDERMANGLA,R/O.F-
215-A,MANGAL-BAZARLAXMI-
NAGAR,DELHI-110092,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMESHREYA
TOSHREYAMANGLA,FOR
FUTURE,ALLPURPOSES.

0040627802-5

II,,SSHHIIVVAAMMKUMAR,S/O
SHRI.AJAYKUMARR/OH.NO.F-
106,MANGALBAZAR, STREET.
NO.7,LAXMI-NAGARDELHI-
110092,HAVECHANGEDTHE
NAMESHIVAMTOSHIVAM
KUMAR,FORFUTURE,ALL
PURPOSES 0040627803-7

II,,SSAANNJJIIVVKUMARS/OOM
PRAKASHSINGH,R/O
HOUSE.NO.334,GALI.NO.10,
SAMAI PUR, LIBASPUR, DELHI-
110042,have changedmy
name toSANJEEVKUMAR
YADAV. 0040627807-1

II,,RRaajjiinnddeerr Kumar,S/oSh.Mitter
SenR/o J-11/121,2nd
Floor,Rajouri Garden,New
Delhi-110027,have changed
myname toRajinderKumar
Chopra. 0040627802-1

II,,RRaajjiinnddeerr Kumar,S/oSh.Mitter
SenR/o J-11/121,2nd
Floor,Rajouri Garden,New
Delhi-110027,have changed
myname toRajinderKumar
Chopra. 0040627802-1

II,,RRaacchhnnaaW/o-Sunil Kumar,R/o-
RZ-J-8 262/1,West-Sagarpur,
NewDelhi-46,Declare thatMy
Namehasbeen Wrongly-
WrittenasArchana in School-
RecordOfMyMinor-Son
Ayush aged-17-years.My
actual-Name isRachna,which
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0040627807-7

II,,PPrreeeettii Kohli,W/oHarsh
Taneja,R/oM-25,Gali.No.1,
2nd-Floor, Near-Jagatram
Park,Laxmi-Nagar,Delhi-
110092,have changedmy
name toPreeti Taneja.

0040627807-4

II,,PPoooonnaammChaudhary,W/oKK
Chaudhary,R/oD-474, Sector-
Omicron-III, GreaterNoida,
Alfa,G.B. Nagar,U.P.-201310,
inform that in passportmy
mother namehaswrongly
mentionedasShakuntala
Thakur insteadofChander
Kala Thakur. 0040627861-1

II,,PPaawwaannKumar,S/o LateHira
Lal SharmaR/o-203/22, Gali.
No.6AGandhi-NagarGurgaon
Haryana-122001,changedmy
name toPawanSharma.

0040627807-3

II,,NNUURRSABA,W/O.RIYAZAHMED,
ADD-E-17,BUDH-VIHAR
DHARAMVEERMARKET-
BADARPURSOUTH-DELHI-
110044,Changedmyname to
NOORSABA, for all,future
Purposes. 0040627803-1

II,,MMaahhaaddeevv Bahadur,R/o F-36,
Sector-51GautamBudh-
Nagar,UP-201301,have
changedmyminor sonname,
fromParamChettri to Param
Chhettri,for all future
Purposes. 0040627802-6

II,, Zainul Abadin, S/oVakil
Ahmed, R/o 2581, 1st Floor,
Shankarwali Gali, Sita Ram
Bazar, Delhi 110006, has
changedmyname toZainul
Abedin for all futurepurposes.

0070800118-1

II,,AALLKKAAAVNINDERANAND,
W/O.AVNINDERANAND, R/O-
25/15, KAVERI-PATH,MANSI
NURSINGH-HOMEKEPASS
MANSAROVER, JAIPUR,
MANSAROVER RAJASTHAN-
302020,changedmyname to
ALKAANAND. 0040627802-10

II,,AARRUUSSHHAVNINDERANAND,
S/O.AVNINDERANAND, R/O-
Flat.No.103,TOWER-A1,CLEO
COUNTY,SECTOR-121,
NOIDA,GautamBuddha-
Nagar, Uttar-Pradesh-201301,
changedmyname toARUSH
ANAND. 0040627802-8

II,,AAVVNNIINNDDEERRSURINDERNATH
ANAND, S/O.SURINDERNATH
ANANDR/O-25/15, KAVERI-
PATH,NEAR-MANSINURSINGH-
HOMEMANSAROVER,
JAIPUR,MANSAROVER
RAJASTHAN-302020,changed
myname toAVNINDERANAND.

0040627802-9

IMeenaSinghW/oRanvir
SinghKadianR/o 17-A, Block-
B-2, SewakPark, UttamNagar,
Delhi-110059have changedmy
name toMeenaKumari.

0040627801-2

II,,MohdShoaibAnsari, S/o
Abdul Kuddus, R/o 189,
SukhdevSinghRoad,
DharmshalaWard, Post
Makandruganj, Pratapgarh,
Uttar Pradesh-230001, that
nameofminehasbeen
wronglywrittenasMdShoaib
Ansari inmySecondaryClass
CertificateCumMarks Sheet
(10thClass) andBachelor of
CommerceDegree&
Marksheet. Theactual name
ofmine isMohdShoaibAnsari.

0070800114-1

II,,RRaammSachchar S/oMadan lal
SachcharR/o 198,Top floor
Ramnagar,EastDelhi-110051
have changedmyname to
RamLal Sachchar.

0040627801-5

II,,MMaaddhhuuRijhwaniW/O-Harish
Thirwani R/O,I-23,DDA,Flats
Naraina-Vihar,Delhi-110028,
have changedmynameTo
MadhuThirwani. 0040627803-4

II,,KKaappiill Kumar,S/o-Chaman
Lal,R/oH.No.8,NearHanuman
Mandir,DharamPur,
Daultabad(53),Gurgaon,
(Haryana)-122006,have
changedmyname toKapil
Tyagi,for all purposes.

0040627803-10

II,,KKaannttaaDeviw/o.GopalArora,
R/o. 290/4,RamNagar,
GurgaonHaryana,have
changedmyname toKanta
Arora,for all,futurepurposes.

0040627802-3

II,,KKMM.. ANJU LATA,W/O.Sudesh
PalMalik, R/O-Flat.No.N-
704,Stellar Jeevan, Plot.No.
GH.03,Sector-1,GreaterNoida-
West, Bishrakh,Gautam-
BuddhaNagar,Uttar Pradesh.
201306.changedmyname to
ANJUMALIK. 0040627802-7

II,,HHaarrkkaannwwaarr SinghS/o
Bhupinder SinghSethi,R/o J-
11/75,Rajouri Garden,Delhi-
27,have changedmyname to
HarkanwarSinghSethi.

0040627802-4

II,,GGiirriisshhKumar,S/oNandLal,R/o
H.No.2105,3rd Floor, Street.
No.4, ChunaMandi, Pahar
Ganj,Delhi-110055,have
changedmyname toGirish
KumarBhatia. 0040627807-5

II,,DDeeeeppaakk Sahani,S/ORamBilas
R/O,H.No-598, Gali No-6,
AmbekarNagarHaider Pur
Shalimar-Bagh,Delhi-110088,
have changedmyname to
Deepak. 0040627803-6

II,,DDAARRSSHHAANNKUMARIGUPTA
aliasDARSHANGUPTA,W/o
Bansi DharGuptaR/o-X-
2056/A, Gali.No.1,Rajgarh
ExtensionPO.Gandhi,Nagar
Delhi-110031,have changed
myname toDARSHANKUMARI
GUPTA. 0040627807-6

II,,AAnniittaa Kumari SinghD/o-
HareramSinghR/o-
Kh.No.80/25Gali No.12ABaba
ColonyBurari Delhi-110084
have changedmyname to
Anita Singh for,all purposes in
future. 0040627734-1

II,,AAnniill Kumar Joshi,S/oGanesh
Joshi, Address.Gali.No-5/28,
Samta-Vihar Part-2,Mukund
Pur Extension,Delhi-110042,
Changedmyname toAnil
Kumar. 0040627803-2

II,,AAllbbiinnaaAnwarAli,D/o-Anwar
Ali,R/o-42,SailingClub Lane-
2,BatlaHouse,JamiaNagar,
NewDelhi-110025,mistakenly-
entered,mymother’s name
HumeraAli,inmyeducational-
certificates,whereasThe
correct,nameofmymother is
LigiyammaAnwarAli,and to
beknown,as Ligiyamma
AnwarAli,for all,purpose.

0040627804-1

II,,MohdRashid S/oMohammad
AbidKhanR/oT-395, Gali-No.
24, Gautampuri Delhi-110053
Have changedmyname to
MohammadRashidKhan.

0040627774-1

II,, NarenderKumarGuptaS/O
OmkarGuptaR/OA-117 1st
Floor Inderpuri, I.A.R.I. Central
Delhi 110012 have changedmy
name toNarenderGupta for all
futurepurposes. 0040627784-1

II,, NaylaAbdul RazzqaliasNayla
W/oHifzur RehmanR/o F-91,
Block-F, Abul Fazal Enclave-I,
JamiaNagar, Delhi-110025,
have changedmyname to
NaylaAbdur Razzaq for all
purposes. 0040627730-2

II,, Neeraj, S/oNaval Kishor, R/o
H.No. D-232, Gokalpuri, North
Delhi-110094, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasNeerajMishra.

0070800044-1

II,, Neetu,W/oDeepakVerma,
R/o-314A-2nd floor PNBRoad
Sector-3AVaishali IE
SahibabadGhaziabadUttar
Pradesh-201010,have changed
myname toNeetuVerma

0040627804-4

II,, Nirmaljeet SinghdhingraS/o
DhingraR/oA-156, second
floorMeeraBaghpaschim
viharDelhi 110063 have
changedmyname to
Nirmaljeet Singh. 0040627801-7

II,, OmkarParshadGupta S/O
RamSwaroopGuptaR/OE-
451-52 I.A.R.I. S.O. Inderpuri
Central Delhi 110012 have
changedmyname toOmkar
Gupta for all futurepurposes.

0040627784-2

II,, Ishwar SinghS/o-Baley Singh
R/o-Kh.No.30/18,Street-No.3,
MukhiyaMarket,KarawalNagar,
Delhi-110094have changedmy
name to Ishwar SinghParihar,
for all purposes. 0040627803-9

II,Amarjit S/oPhoolsingh,
R/o.House.No.-165,Near-
Primary School,Bilaspur
Kalan,Bilaspur (146),
Gurgaon,Haryana.122413,
have changedmyname to
Amarjeet Singh,for all
Purposes. 0040627803-11

II Pukhraj SinghSandhuR/oH-
117 sant nagar ext gali no 6
TilakNagarDelhi 110018have
changedmyminor sonname
AmardeepSinghSandhu to
AmardeepSingh. 0040627801-3

I, Divyansh singh S/o Nirmal Jeet
Singh R/o.A-156 second floor
Meera Bagh paschim vihar Delhi-
110063 have changed my name to
Divyansh Singh dhingra.

0040627801-4

I, Banarsi Dass Khatri S/o Sita
Ram R/o 5C/65 1st floor New
rohtak road Karol Bagh Delhi-
110005 have changed my name to
Banarsi dass. 0040627801-8

II,, SurinderKumar S/OShri
KaramChandOberoi R/OB-
2/23, Sector-16, Rohini Delhi-
110089, haveChangedmy
name toSurinderOberoi.

0040627861-3

II,, Sulender S/ORamphal, R/o
Kirtan (45)Hisar, Haryana-
125001, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasSurender.

0070800043-1

II,, Shikhar, S/oRamMurat
Yadav, R/oH.N. 10, Jangal
RasoolpurNo.1, P. S- Jhangha,
Tahsil- Chauri-Chaura, Dist-
Gorakhpur-273201, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownas Jai
PrakashYadav. 0070800042-1

II,, Shashi PraveenBhatt, W/o
DineshKalra, R/o J-014/01F,
GulshanBellina, Sector-16,
GreaterNoidaWest, Gautam
BuddhaNagar, UP-201009,
have changedmyname to
Shashi Kalra for all future
purposes. 0070800085-1

II,, Sharif Khan,S/oAbdul
Babu,R/o E-1/8 T-hutsNew
seelampurDelhi-110053, have
changedmyname toMohd
Shareef 0040627804-3

II,, Samir S/oSayeedMohammad
R/oC19/101, SuryaNagar,
ChanderNagar, Ghaziabad
havechangedmyname to
Samir Khan. 0070800091-1

II,, RitikaW/oMohdAnwarR/oH-
29, NewSeelampur, Delhi-
110053Havechangedmy
name toTaniyaParveen.

0040627774-2

II,, RinkuSingh, S/o Lal Bahadur
Singh, R/oVillagePatna, PO-
PurwaBhikha, Distt- Auraiya,
Uttar Pradesh-206248, have
changedmyname toRavi
Bhadauriya. 0070800117-1

II,,MisraHamid, spouseof JC
NYA (9103774W)NBSubAbdul
HamidMir, R/O-Khurhama,
Post-Khurhama,
Tehsil/District- Kupwara,Pin-
193223have changedmyname
fromMisraHamid toMisra
Jabar videaffidavit/self
declaration dated 16August-
2022. It needs correction.
Objectionsbe filled to
concernedauthoritieswithin
sevendays. 0020444079-1

II,,Meenakshi Passi, D/oRP
Maindiratta, R/oHouseNo.
122, Sector-15, Escortsnagar,
Faridabad,Haryana-121007,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
MeenakshiMaindiratta.

0070800038-1

II,, KhusbooFizaD/oSayeed
MohammadR/oC19/101,
SuryaNagar, ChanderNagar,
Ghaziabadhavechangedmy
name to Fiza. 0070800089-1

II,, KhursheedAlamKhan,S/o-
ShahzadKhan,R/o-28-S,
Sector-7,JasolaVihar,New
Delhi-110025,have changed
myname fromK.A. Khan to
KhursheedAlamKhan,for all
purposes. 0040627804-5

II,, Khatoon,W/oMohd.Mukit,
R/oC-861, ShaheedNagar,
Chikamberpur, Ghaziabad, UP,
have changedmyname to
KhatoonBegum. 0070800093-1

II,, Kanwaljeet Singh s/o
Surender SinghSahni r/oC-25,
SecondFloor, Hari Nagar,
Delhi-110064have changedmy
name toKANWALJEETSINGH
SAHNI. 0040627728-2

II,, GurmeetKaurw/oKanwaljeet
SinghSahni r/oC-25, Second
Floor, Hari Nagar, Delhi-110064
have changedmyname to
GURMEETKAURSAHNI.

0040627728-3

II,, Gunpreet Pal Kaur Sahniw/o
Ishneet SinghSahni r/oC-25,
SecondFloor, Hari Nagar,
Delhi-110064have changedmy
name toGUNPREETPALKAUR.

0040627728-4

II,, GhaziaRaza,W/oSyed
MohammadArif, R/o 36/1B,
First Floor, StreetNo. 35, Zakir
Nagar, JamiaNagar, New
Delhi-110025, have changed
myname toGhaziaRana for all
futurepurposes. 0040627772-1

II,, DeepikaGuptaW/oBrijesh
GuptaR/o-Flat.No.603, Block-
B, Thiruvizha-Appartment,
Plot.No-37, Sector-10,
Dwarka,New-Delhi,thatmy
correct name isDeepika
Mahajan. DeepikaGuptaand
DeepikaMahajan is oneand
the sameperson. 0040627735-2

II,, Chander Jit Pathak,S/oBhim
SenSharma,R/o-30-IRS
society, AbhayKhand-
2,IndrapuramGhaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201014,have
changedmyname to
Chanderjeet Pathak

0040627804-2

II,, AnitaW/oShyamSunderR/o
D-85, Jhilmil colony, East Delhi,
Delhi-110095, have changed
myname toAnitaGrover.

0070800087-1

II,, AnamikaVerma, R/o 130, Gali
No.10,WestGuruAngad
Nagar, LaxmiNagar, Delhi-
110092, have changedmy
minor son’s name from
TANMAYKAUSHIK to TANMAY
for all futurepurposes.

0040627742-1

II,, Abdul RazzaqS/oSheikh
AzimullahR/oT-7, NearKali
Masjid, Basti Hazrat
Nizamuddin, NewDelhi-
110013, have changedmy
name toSheikhAbdurRazzaq
for all purposes. 0040627730-1

II,, hitherto knownasAnkurGoel
aliasAnkurAgrawalD/o
VijenderKumarW/oAbhishek
Agrawal R/oH.No-R-110,Upper
GroundFloor, Block-R, Rishab
Nagar,Model Town-III, North
WestDelhi, Delhi-110009have
changedmynameand shall
hereafter be knownasAnkur
Agrawal 0040627801-1

II,, AashimaKhuranaD/oVijay
Kumar SharmaR/oG-60, 1st
Floor, SouthCity-2, Sector-50,
GurgaonHaryana-122018,
have changedmynamePooja
Sharma toAashimaKhurana
for all futurepurposes.

0040627780-1

II,,Kyum Hashmi S/o Sh. Ram
ZanAli R/o D-6, Himgiri Enclave,
Street no. 8, CHander Vihar,
Nilothi extn, Nagloi, delhi-41 &
Mohammad Qaiyum Hashmi is
the same and one person and I
will be known as Kyum Hashmi
for all purposes further.

0040627799-1

II,, VasilaW/oSaiyadR/o-121,
Jafarpur-urf, Odhapur, Bagpat,
UPhave changedmyname to
Vakeela. 0070800092-1

II,, ABHIMANYU, S/oSHRI
BHAGWANSAINI, R/oWZ-486,
Badial PalamVillage, Delhi-
110045, have changedmy
name toABHIMANYUSAINI,
for all future purposes.

0040627727-1

II VeenaKumari NayyarW/O,
SurinderNayyarR/o FlatNo-
101OmAwas, DBlock, PlotNo-
110B, Gali No-03, BharatVihar,
DwarkaSector-14, Kakrola,
Delhi-110078havechangedmy
name toVeenaNayyar for all
purposes. 0040627796-1

II SurinderNayyar S/O,Girdhari
Lal NayyarR/o FlatNo-101Om
Awas, DBlock, PlotNo- 110B,
Gali No-03, BharatVihar,
DwarkaSector -14, Kakrola,
Dwarka-110078have changed
myname toSurinderMohan
for all purposes 0040627798-1

IIMukeshKumarGupta, S/o
Late Sh.VedPrakashGupta,
R/o E-1102, Pearl Court
Apartments, Ramprastha
Greens, Vaishali, Ghaziabad-
201011have changedmyname
toMUKESHGUPTA. Further
stated thatMukeshKumar
Gupta&MukeshGupta is one
& the sameperson.

0040627729-11

II Iti JainW/oShri Deepak Jain
R/oC-6/142, YamunaVihar,
Delhi-110053, have changed
myname from Iti Jain toNiti
Jain for all futurepurposes.

0040627733-1

II AvdheshKumari YadavD/oSh.
Ujagar SinghYadavW/oSh. Raj
KumarYadavR/oPlotNo.34,
2nd Floor, Pocket-7, Sector-2,
Rohini, Delhi-110085have
changedmynameafter
marriage toAvdheshYadav for
all purposes. 0040627729-9

II Ankit Keyal S/oShri Nirmal
Keyal R/oHouseNo.3/1, Under
Hill Lane, UnderHill Road, Civil
Lines, Delhi-110054have
changedmyname toArchiraj
Keyal for all purposes.

0040627729-10

I,VinniW/oDeepesh sapraR/o
B-3/351, paschimviharDelhi
110063have changedmyname
toVinny sapra. 0040627801-6

I,RamBilas Sahani,S/OMool
Chand,R/O,H.No-598,Gali.No-
6,AmbekarNagarHaider Pur
ShalimarBagh,Delhi-110088,
have changedmyname to
RamBilas. 0040627803-5

I,KuldeepS/o-Ishwar Singh
Parihar R/o-Kh.No.30/18,
Street-No.3,MukhiyaMarket,
KarawalNagar,Delhi-110094
have changedmyname to
KuldeepParihar for all
purposes. 0040627803-8

I,Kanwal Lambaw/o.Hardeep
Singh Lamba, R/o.A8/8, 4th.
floor,DLFphase-1, Gurgaon
Haryana,have changedmy
name toKanwaljeet Lamba,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040627802-2

I, Ishneet Singh s/oKanwaljeet
SinghSahni r/oC-25, Second
Floor, Hari Nagar, Delhi-110064
have changedmyname to
ISHNEETSINGHSAHNI.

0040627728-1

LLoosstt Original Document i.e.
ShareCertificate of Flat-No.83,
Manzil CGHSLtd, Plot-No.07,
Sector-9, Dwarka, New
Delhi,favouringSimmiGupta,
W/oYashpalGupta FIR
Lodge.Vide-
LR.NO.686197/2022. Founder
informat aboveaddressor
Mobile.No.9654752948

0040627735-1

MMyyHouseNo. 603, Tower-A4
UnitechUNI-Homes, Sector-
117, Noida, receipt is lost.
Please contact us at the
followingaddress. Receipt
No.- 014423Dated- 29/3/2016
Amount- 5000, ReceiptNo.-
014856Dated- 26/10/2016
Amount- 112391, ReceiptNo.-
015826Dated- 18/09/2019
Amount- 39000, ReceiptNo.-
015827Dated- 18/9/2019,
Receipt- 76512. RajuAnsari,
S/oA.H. Ansari, R/o 222C/DG2,
VikasPuri, NewDelhi. #
9899980696. 0070800120-1

Lost my Buyer’s Agreement for
Express Greens DLF Gurgaon for
Flat M1E104 around CR Park,
New Delhi on 20th May 2022
around 8pm. If (Found / Seen)
Please contact: 9810378955

0050202704-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public that my
clients Sh. Satya Narayan S/o Sh.
Rameshwar and Smt. Pramila W/o Sh.
Satya Narayan both R/o H. No. 3, Behind
Old Library, Ishwar Colony, Bawana, Delhi-
110039, have been debarred & disowned
their daughter namely Diksha from all their
movable and immovable properties due to
her deplorable behaviour and she is out of
control of my clients. My clients have also
severed all their relations with her. If
anybody deals with her in any manner,
he/she shall do at his/her own risks, costs
and consequences. My clients shall not be
responsible for the same in any manner.

Sd/- ANAND PARKASH
En. No. D/1772/06 ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 1417, 14th Floor,
Lawyers Chamber Block,

Rohini Courts Complex, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby notified that my client
Ms. Babita w/o Sh. Naresh Kumar r/o House
no. 211, Gali no. 3, Vikas Nagar, Karnal, Rural
Part-I, Haryana-132001, have disinherited and
disowned her son Sh. Rishab, her daughter-in-
law Ms. Neha Jain and her grand-daughter
Pavani all r/o G-11&12, Sharma Colony, Budh
Vihar, Phase-02, Delhi-110086 from her line of
succession and have broken all ties with her
son, her daughter in law and grand-daughter.
My client is neither responsible for any liability
nor responsible for any Acts, Deeds or things
done by her said son and daughter in law or
any other person (s), dealing with him, shall be
dealing so at his on risks, costs and
consequences.

Sd/- (C.M. Sangwan & Associates)
(Advocates)

CM SANGWAN
En. No.-D-3A/07 Advocate

Ch. No. 929, Lawyers Chamber Block
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
Known to all that my client SH. SATISH SHARMA
(aged about 52 years) S/o Late Sh. Bismber Dayal
Sharma R/o 15K, Basant Gaon, Vasant Vihar-1,
South West Delhi, New Delhi-110057 (India) has
ended all of his relations with his yonger brother
SH. RAJESH SHARMA S/o Sh. Late Bismbar
Dayal Sharma (aged about 47 years), and his
family including (ii) SMT. NEELAM SHARMA W/o
Rajesh Sharma (aged about 44 years), (iii) PRIYA
SHARMA D/o Rajesh Sharma (aged about 18
years) and (iv) RISHIT SHARMA S/o Rajesh
Sharma (aged about 8 years) with immediate
effect and disowned all of them from all of his
sucession rights and/or self-acquired movable and
immovable properties. In future, my client shall not
be responsible/liable for any of their acts,
behaviours, conducts and deeds with any person
or company.

Sd/-
RAJIV KUMAR (Advocate)

D/1699/05
182, Bamnoli Village, Sec-28, Dwarka,

New Delhi-110077

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

“IMPORTANT”

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all public that my client
Sh. Surinder Singh S/o late Sh. Rawel
Singh R/o H.No. S-3/73, 1st floor, Gali
No. 4, Old Mahavir Nagar, Tilak Nagar,
New Delhi has severed all relations with
his son namely Pawanpreet Singh, his
wife Harneet Kaur and their child namely
Satveer Singh and disown them from all
his immovable and movable properties
due to their disobedience and bad
behavior. My client shall not be
responsible for their any acts and deeds
in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/-
H.S. GILL

ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 210. Lawyers Block
Sakct Courts, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOW ALL MEN that my clients Sh. M.L.
Gupta (Murari Lal Gupta) S/o Late Sh. P.L.
Gupta and his wife Smt. Usha Gupta both R/o
E-1, 136-137, Sector-16, Rohini, Delhi-110
085 have severed all their relations with their
son Sh. (Dr.) Vineet Mittal and his wife Smt.
Priyanka Aggarwal due to unwarranted
behaviour of Smt. Priyanka Aggarwal and
have debarred them both from all their
movable and immovable properties. Anyone
dealing with them in any way or manner
whatsoever shall be doing at his own risks
and consequences and my clients shall not
be responsible for any of his acts and deeds.

Sd/-
(J.S. KALRA)

ADVOCATE
Chamber 296, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Center, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Mrs. AARTI W/O HIMANSHU
KUMAR ALIAS SONU R/O J-89 AND 90,
LOWER GROUND FLOOR, BLOCK-J,
MOHAN GARDEN, UTTAM NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110059, has severed her relation from
her husband Sh. HIMANSHU KUMAR ALIAS
SONU S/O PRADEEP KUMAR R/O J-89 AND
90, LOWER GROUND FLOOR, BLOCK-J,
MOHAN GARDEN, UTTAM NAGAR, NEW
DELHI 110059, disowned and debarred him
from all moveable and immovable properties
and shall not be responsible for his acts,
deeds and things done by HIMANSHU
KUMAR ALIAS SONU, in past, present and
future. Anyone who deals with him shall be
doing at his own cost and risks and my above
client will not be held responsible of his acts
hereafter.

Sd/-
SHIV DATT ATRI (Advocate)

SR-II B, JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI.

PPUUBBLLIICC NNOOTTIICCEE

Shashi Kant (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Court, Delhi-32

Be it known to general public at large that
my client Ram Prasad Jain S/o Late Shri
Kapoor Chand Jain R/o C-5, Vishwakarma
Colony, MB Road, Delhi-44 have severed
all relations and hereby disowned my son
Nishant Jain and his wife Ayushi Jain from
all my movable and immovable properties
due to their misconduct and out of my
control. If anybody deals with them will
do so at his/her own risk. my client shall
not be responsible for their any deeds.

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
ÀfUÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W`, dI ¸fZS Z
¸fbUd¢I »f (1) ßfe d¶fVf³f dÀfÔW SfU°f ´fbÂf ÀU¦feÊ¹f ßfe
³fS dÀfÔW SfU°f EU¸f (2) ßfe¸fd°f ¸fûW³fe QZUe ´f}e ßfe
d¶fVf³f dÀfÔW SfU°f d³fUfÀfe ¸fI f³f ³f.35 JÀfSf ³f.
53/8, ¦f»fe ³f.1, ¶»ffgI -E-2 ³fþQeI dVfU ¸fÔdQS,
´fi²ff³f E³¢»fU ¶fbSfOÞe dQ»»fe-110084, ³fZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf
¦füSU dÀfÔW SfU°f, ´fbÂf¶f²fc ¶f¶fe°ff U ´fû°ff d´fiÔÀf SfU°f U
C³fIZ Wû³fZ Uf»fZ (I f³fc³fe CØfSfd²fI fSe) I û C³fIZ
Qb½¹fÊUWfS °f±ff I W³fZ Àfb³f³fZ ÀfZ ¶ffWS Wû³fZ IZ I fS¯f
A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f ¨f»f-A¨f»f ÀfÔ´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQJ»f I S, ÀffS Z
ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f dU¨LZQ I S dQ¹fZ W a`Ü ·fdU¿¹f ¸fZÔ ¹fdQ I ûBÊ B³fÀfZ
dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS I f »fZ³f QZ³f I S°ff W`, °fû CÀfI f
dþ¸¸fZUfS UW JbQ Wû¦ff, ¸fZS Z ¸fbUd¢I »f I e I ûBÊ
dþ¸¸fZQfSe ³fWeÔ Wû¦feÜ

Surender Kumar

(Advocate)

Enrl no. D/152/1988

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the Public that
Our Client Mrs. Veena Kumari w/o Mr.
Sanjay Kumar Singh r/o D-7, Hauz
Khas Enclave, New Delhi-16 is the sole
& undisputed owner in possession of
the Property No. B-7, Hauz Khas
Enclave, New Delhi-16. The previous
Sale Deed executed between Major
Rajinder Singh & M/s D.L.F. Housing
and Construction (P) Ltd. having
registration no. 884 in Addl. Book no. 1,
Volume No. 253 on Pages 363 to 373
on 01.04.1954 AND Sale Deed dated
20.10.1956 executed between Major
Rajinder Singh & Shri Janardan Das
Dayal having Registration No. 3480,
AdditionaI Book No.1, Volume No. 300,
on pages 109 to 113 on 29.10.1956 of
the property bearing No. B-7, Hauz
Khas Enclave, New Delhi -16 has been
lost/ misplaced. If any person has found
the same kindly inform the
undersigned. Further by way of this
notice all person(s) and/or any bank(s)/
financial institution(s) are hereby
informed not to deal or carry out any
transaction with anyone on the basis of
the said missing documents. If anyone
has already carried out or is going to
carry out any such transaction kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on the
below mentioned address within 7 days
from this present.

Sd/-
SHARAD BHATT

Advocate
( Enrol. No. D/505/2003)

Office at: B-296, Chittaranjan Park
New Delhi-110019

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT
SHRI DEEPAK CHOPRA IS PURCHASING THE
SAID FREEHOLD RESIDENTIAL PLOT
BEARING NO. 507/9, ADMEASURING 53 SQ.
YDS, SITUATED AT SHIVPURI, GURUGRAM
HARYANA & IN THIS PROPERTY SMT. MAMTA
KATIYAL HAVE LOST THE LAST PAGE OF THE
SAID SALE DEED DATED 20.09.2012
EXECUTED BY SMT. RAJ CHAWLA IN FAVOUR
OF SMT. VINA GIRDHAR, REGISTERED AS
DOC. NO. 15208, IN ADD. BOOK NO. 1, VOL.
NO. 2402/13013, ON PAGES 191/100-101, IN
THE OFFICE OF SR GURGAON.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE
SHOULD INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA

D-446/2002 (ADVOCATE)
125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR,

INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Smt. Dhanno W/o Sh.
Sharwan Kumar R/o 232, Gali No
1, Military Road, Punjabi Basti,
Anand Parbat, Delhi-110005 has
severed all relations with her three
sons namely Vikas, Ajit Kumar,
Ravi and their respective wives
namely Pinki, Anchal, Gudiya &
all their children. My client has also
debarred/disowned all of them from
all her movable & immovable
properties. Therefore, all of them
shall have no right or claim in the
properties of my client and my client
shall not be responsible for the acts,
conduct and omission done by them.

Sd/-
AMITESH PANDEY

& DALIP KUMAR
Advocates

Seat No. 141, P.S. Rathi Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
¸fZS Z ¸fbUd¢I »f °ffSf ¨f³Q ´fbÂf ´fd°f¹ff U
A³fe°ff ´f}e °ffSf ¨f³Q Àf·fe d³fUfÀfe
17/224 I »¹ff¯f´fbSe dQ»»fe ³fZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf
dÀfðf³°f@dVfUf U ´fbÂfU²fc ¸f³fe¿ff I û
C³fIZ Qb½¹fÊUWfS IZ I fS¯f A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f
¨f»f-A¨f»f Àf¸´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQJ»f I S
Àf¸¶fÔ²f-dU¨LZQ I S d»fE W`ÔÜ C³fIZ dI Àfe
·fe I f¹fÊ W Z°fb ¸fZS Z ¸fbUd¢I »f dþ¸¸fZQfS ³fWeÔ
WûÔ¦fZÜ

Sd/-
VINAY KUMAR

ADVOCATE

IN THE COURT OF SH. PAWAN
KUMAR JAIN, LD. DISTRICT

JUDGE, COMM. -03, ROOM NO.
307, CENTRAL DISTRICT, TIS

HAZARI COURT, DELHI
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDENCE OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the Code

of Civil Procedure)
CS(COMM):-5485/2021

ICICI BANK LTD.
VS

UMEED SINGH, PROP. OF
KRISHNA DORI

To,
UMEED SINGH PROP. OF KRISHNA
DORI C-002, HIDE PARK, SEC-78,
NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR,
U.P.-201301
ALSO AT UMEED SINGH PROP. OF
KRISHNA DORI E-124, SEC-63,
NOIDA, U.P.-201301
WHEREAS you are intentionally
evading service of summons it is
hereby notified that if you shall not
defend the case on the 28.11.2022
the day fixed for the final disposal, it
will be heard and determined ex-
parte. Given under my hand and the
seal of the court, 06.07.2022

District Judge
Commercial Courty)-03
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

Seal

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Allauddin S/o Usman R/o D-2,
Shiva Market West Laxmi Market, Near
Khureji Khas, Krishna Nagar, East
Delhi-110051, has Debarred his son
Mehboob Ansari and his wife Ruhina
Khatoon and son Mehmood Alam and
his wife Sanam Nizam from all his
movable and immovable properties and
severe all relation with them due to their
misbehaviour, misconduct. Anybody
dealing with them shall do so at his/her
own risk and my client shall not be
responsible for the same.

SHABAB ALI (ADVOCATE)
DELHI HIGH COURT

Chamber No. G-603, 6th Floor,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client. SH. SUKH
CHAIN S/o Late Sh. Bawa Singh R/o 73-B, F-
Block, Punjabi Bagh, Mangolpuri. N-Block. North
West Delhi-110083 Allottee / Purchaser / Owner of
DDA Janta Flat No 15, Ground Floor, Pocket-12,
Sector-22, Rohini, Delhi Vide File No. A/353(603)
2002/HSRPM/RO. The original documents i.e.
MUTATION LETTER, ALLOTMENT CUM
DEMAND LETTER, POSSESSION LETTER, SITE
POSSESSION SLIP AND NOC FOR OBTAIN
WATER & ELECTRICITY CONNECTION and
DDA Related other documents of the above said
property has been lost. An F.I.R./NCR/LR No.
654861/2022 dated 02.08.2022 to this effect has
been lodged in P.S Crime Branch. Delhi.
Any person (s) claiming any right, interest, having
any objection or found in possession of original
documents, may write / contact with above named
person at above address / Phone No. 7678146014
within 15 days from the date of publication of this
notice. The person claiming any right. interest.
objection with respect to this property. can
personally inform or write to Asst. Director
(Housing), DDA, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi-
110023

Sd/-
RANDHIR KUMAR (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D/2358/2014
Ch. No. 307, Rohini Court, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you the public at large,
that my client Smt. Phoolwati W/o Late
Sh.Wazir Singh R/o E-18/317, Sector-
03. Rohini, Delhi-110085, hereby
disown her only son namely Sh.
DeepakRaj Nandal S/o Late Sh.Wazir
S i n g h A a d h a r c a r d
no.292455030842), resident of E-
18/317, Sector-03, Rohini, Delhi -
110085 forever from all her properties
including all of her movable and
immovable properties/assets and has
no concernedwith any of his acts. Now
onwards she does not have any
relation with said Sh.Deepak Raj
Nandal and any person having any
claim against him may contact him
directly and my client shall not be
responsible for his acts/deeds and
further shall not entertain any query
regarding him.

RAHUL KADYAN ADVOCATE
Chamber no. 278, Civil Wing
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the general public
information that my Client Geeta
Kukreti W/O Shri Manas Khanna
and her husband R/O Flat No. 7-
C-105, Paryawaran Complex,
New Delhi-110030, have broken
down all the relationship with
their Babhi Smt. Shiven Sharma
@ Kukreti W/O Sh. Sushil Kukreti
R/O Flat No. 27, C-109,
Paryawaran Complex, New
Delhi-110030, due to their
misconduct, disobedience and
misbehavior attitude. My client
and his wife will not be
responsible for any act done by
her past, present and future.

Sd/- AVNEESH MISHRA
Advocate

Ch. No. 899-900, Patiala House
Courts, New Delhi-110001.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, MISS/KUMARI ADARSH
PRABHA BHASIN, daughter of
Late Sh. Lakhpat Rai Bhasin,
aged 81 years (D.O.B:
23/07/1941) Resident of A-60,
SFS Flats, Mount Kailash, Near
DPS East of Kailash, East of
Kailash, Delhi-110065 do hereby
inform the world at large that
usage of my name as Adarsh
Bhasin and/or Adarsh Prabha in
place of Adarsh Prabha Bhasin
denote the same person i.e. me
only, for all intents and
purposes.
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THECENTREonThursdayissued
orders to block eight YouTube-
basednews channels, including
oneoperating fromPakistan, for
allegedlyspreading“falsecontent
detrimental to communal har-
mony,publicorderandIndia’sfor-
eign relations”, the Information
andBroadcastingMinistrystated
onThursday. The blocked chan-
nelshadacumulativeviewership
ofmore than114croreandwere
subscribedbyover85lakhusers,
theministrysaidinastatement.
BesidesPakistan-based'News

ki Duniya' (97,000 subscribers),
theYouTubechannelsblocked—
all originating from India— are
Loktantra TV (12.90 lakh sub-
scribers),U&VTV(10.20lakhsub-
scribers), AMRazvi (95,900 sub-
scribers), Gouravshali Pawan
Mithilanchal(7lakhsubscribers),
Sarkari Update (80,900 sub-
scribers), SeeTop5TH(33.5 lakh),
andSabKuchDekho (19.40 lakh
subscribers).
The ministry said the

Facebook page of Loktantra TV

has been blocked, and two “in-
flammatoryposts” on “personal
Facebook accounts” have been
takendownforposting“fakeanti-
Indiacontent”,.
According to screenshots cir-

culatedbytheI&BMinistryof re-
ports by these channels, while
Pakistan-based 'NewskiDuniya'
claimed thatMuslims in India
havebeenaskedtogotoPakistan
orBangladesh,anIndianchannel,
Loktantra TV, claimed that the
governmenthadbannedBakrid
celebrationsinthecountry.
Theblocked IndianYouTube

channelswereobservedtobeus-
ing“fakeandsensationalthumb-
nails”, andusing imagesof news
anchors and logos of certain TV
newschannelsto“misleadview-
ers” andpassoff their content as
authentic news, the ministry
stated.SinceDecember2021,the
I&BMinistryhasissueddirections
to block 102 YouTube channels
andseveralothersocialmediaac-
counts. Theministry stated that
such “corrective actionwill be
takenfromtimetotime”.
Ministry officials said action

willbetakenagainstthechannels
whichmonetisesuchcontent.

Pak-based YouTube
channel, seven
from India blocked

ALIFIYAKHAN
PUNE,AUGUST18

AUTHORITIES FROMUkrainian
universities want Indian stu-
dents to resume classes, asking
themtoeitherreturntocampus
despite risks, temporarily join
online classes or enrol through
varsities inothercountries.
Someuniversities,whichare

in theworst-hitwar zoneswith
considerabledamagetotheirfa-
cilities,aretakingupthelastop-
tion—askingstudentstotakeup
“mobility” or transfer pro-
grammes.TheUkrainianuniver-
sities have tied upwith certain
institutes in the rest of Europe
where they will continue to
studyastheirexchangestudents.
As the next semester for

mostUkrainianuniversities be-
gins on September 1, students
havebeengivenuntilnextweek
to clear the fees andmake ade-
cision. Some universities have
also told students that they
wrote to the National Medical
Council(NCM)inIndiaaswellas
the Indian embassy in Ukraine.
These universities said they did
notgetclarity fromthemonthe
decision for Ukraine-returned
medical studentsor thevalidity
of continuingonlineclasses.
DrAudhootNidgude,arepre-

sentative of MD House in
Maharashtra,saidoptionsforcon-

tinuingonlineclassesormobility
toothercountrieswerebeingcon-
sidered,butdidn’tgiveanyfurther
detail.MDHouseisanagencythat
recruits students for the
Bokovinian StateMedical Univ-
ersity(BSMU)inChernivtsi,which
hasover1,800Indianstudents.
However, a few students of

BSMU shared a letter with The
IndianExpresswhichsaidtheuni-
versity is resuming classes inof-
fline mode for those who can
come to Ukraine while online
mode will be offered to those
whocan’tgobackatthemoment.
“We recommend transit

visas throughcountriesborder-
ing the Chernivtsi region, like
MoldovaorRomania,toarriveat
BSMU. The tuition fees have to

bepaiduntilAugust26whichin-
dicatesstudents’decisiontocon-
tinuelearningatouruniversity,”
said the letter.
A student of Taras

Shevchenko National Medical
University in Kyiv, one of the af-
fectedareas,alsoconfirmedithas
informedstudentsabout there-
sumption of offline classes. The
university has also said it is also
trying to arrangemobility pro-
grammesinGeorgiaorPoland.
BSMU, in its letter, acknowl-

edgedthattherearerestrictions
on online education in some
countries but they still don’t
knowtheofficialpositionof the
NMCortheIndianGovernment,
despitewriting to them..
Students at the Kharkiv

National Medical University
(KNMU)saidtheofficialpartner
forrecruiting Indianstudents to
thevarsity,BobTradeEducation
Group,hasoffereda transfer.
MuditMehrotra,athird-year

student at KNMUwho is cur-
rently in his hometown of
Varanasi, said the agency is ex-
pected to transfer students to
Georgia.“Theprocessisgoingon
andisexpectedtogoontillmid-
Octoberwhichmeanswecango
thereby then,” saidMehrotra.
However,evenasstudentsof

other universities are still grap-
plingwithuncertainties,Pranjal
Kaushik, who studies at the
DniproStateMedicalUniversity
andiscurrentlyinChhattisgarh’s
Bhilai, said anumberof options
hadbeenofferedby thevarsity.
“They have offered us four

formats; one option is to con-
tinueonlinestudyattheuniver-
sitybystayinginthesamecoun-
tryofresidence.Asecondoption
is a mixed form of study if we
plan to go to Dnipro, which in-
volvesonlinetheoreticalclasses
andpracticalclasses.Athirdfor-
matisamixedformofeducation
withthe involvementof foreign
partner universities and the
fourth option is to study at a
partner university in an aca-
demicmobilityprogramduring
oneor twosemesters,”hesaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Ukrainianvarsitiesask Indians to
returnor join transferprogrammes

Anestimated20,000Indianstudentshadreturnedfrom
UkraineafterRussian invasion inFebruarythisyear. File

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
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THE SUPREME Court on
Thursdaydescribedasa“serious
issue” thematter raised by an
NGOrelating to theCBDT's alle-
gation against themanufactur-
ersofDolo tablets that theyhad
distributedfreebiesworthabout
Rs1,000croretodoctorsforpre-
scribing their 650mg anti-in-
flammatory, feverreducerdrug.
A bench of Justices D Y

Chandrachud andA S Bopanna
was told by senior advocate
Sanjay Parikh and advocate
Aparna Bhat, appearing for pe-
titioner 'Federation of Medical
and Sales Representatives
Association of India', that the
marketpriceof any tabletup to
500mgisregulatedunderprice
controlmechanismof the gov-
ernment but the price of the
drugabove500mgcanbefixed
by the pharma company
concerned.
Parikhallegedthattoensure

ahigherprofitmargin, thecom-
panymanufacturingDolotablets
distributedfreebiestodoctorsto
prescribe the 650mg drug. The
advocatealsosaidhewouldlike
to bringmore such facts to the
knowledge of the court after a

response is filedby theCentre.
“Whatyouare saying ismu-

sic tomyears.This isexactlythe
drugthatIhadwhenIhadCovid
recently. This is a serious issue
andwewill look into it,” Justice
Chandrachudsaid.
The bench asked Additional

Solicitor General KMNataraj to
file his response to the plea by
the petitioner in 10 days and
gaveoneweektimethereafterto
the latter to file his rejoinder. It
listed the matter for further
hearingonSeptember29.
The Central Board of Direct

Taxes (CBDT) had on July 13 ac-
cused themakers of the Dolo-
650 tablet of indulging in "un-
ethical practices" and
distributing freebies worth
about Rs 1,000 crore to doctors
andmedicalprofessionalsinex-
change for promoting products
made by the pharmaceutical
group.
The claimsweremade after

theIncomeTaxdepartmenthad
on July 6 raided 36 premises of
theBengaluru-basedMicroLabs
Ltd.acrossninestates.Acounsel
sought permission from the
court to file an intervention on
behalfofthepharmacompanies,
which the court allowed saying
it would like to hear them also
onthe issue.

A serious issue, we
will look into it: SC on
claim that Dolo firm
gave freebies to docs

Taliban takeover
Karzai, who studied in India

from 1979-1983, said Delhi
must,“onpriority”,reissuevisas
to Afghan students who were
studying in India, and have not
beenabletoreturntotheirstud-
ies,andissuevisas tothosewho
wish to study in India. “The re-
turn of the (Afghan) students is
important”,hesaid.
“We are talking about India,

Afghanistan, people to people,
civilizational links. It's for that
reason that India has a place in
Afghanistan. Afghanistan has a
placeinIndia.Therefore,thisen-
gagement is necessarywith the
Afghan people, and Indiamust
return,”hesaid.
Karzai,who ledAfghanistan

from2002 to 2014, as head of a
transitional administration for
two years and following the
2004 elections, as President,
lives in the Afghan capital. His
home isnearZanbaqSquare, an
area whose fortifications have
been taken over by the Taliban.
An armoured car with a gun
mountedonit, isstationedatthe
square. Armed Taliban cadres
check for identity and papers
every fewmetres.
Karzai's home is next to the

Arg,thepresidentialpalace,and
the foreign ministry, which is
nowrunbytheTaliban.Hisown
securityaredeployedinsidethe
compound.
Karzai and Abdullah

Abdullah,who served as former
chief executive inthefirstAshraf
Ghanigovernment,weretheonly
two top political leaders who
stayed on after the Taliban
takeover. As panic spread at the

news that Ghani had left, the
statementbythetwoleadersthat
theywould remain tomanage a
peacefultransition,servedasare-
assurancetoKabulresidents.
Since then, Abdullah has

travelled out of the country in-
cludingto Indiaearlier thisyear.
Karzaiisallowedtomeetvisitors
athome,andwithinthecity,but
isnotallowedtoleaveKabul.The
Taliban have turned down re-
questsfromhimtotravelabroad.
Asked if hewasaprisonerof

the Taliban he said: “No, I have
justnotbeenabletovisitabroad.
Whateverwe describe that as, I
wouldn't call thataprisoner.”
Karzai's son recently left to

study in Germany. The former
Presidentsaidhissonhadanop-
portunity to study abroad in
2020, but both he and his wife
wanted him to finish schooling
inAfghanistan. “But thenthings
changed, and education suf-
fered, so therewas nomore an
opportunity here for him to ed-
ucate, andwe, out of total com-
pulsion, agreed to send him to
Germany,”hesaid.
Karzai also has three young

daughters,whoattendschoolin
Kabul. “I wantmy daughters to
study here. And to study from
Class 6 to 12, as well here. And
the Taliban. I am urging them
strongly,verystrongly,toreopen
girls school as a vital important
issue for our country,” he said.
TheTalibanhavebannededuca-
tion forgirlsbeyondClass6.
Karzai said he and Abdullah

hadurgedtheTalibantoreopen
highschoolsforgirls.“Theyhave
to, thatmustbethedecision. It's
inevitable. The country cannot
take steps towards towards dy-

ing. If we are not going to go to
school, thatmeanswe're killing
ourselves and our future.
Therefore, there simply is no
other option. That's an impera-
tive. Is thereawordbeyond im-
perative, or that's where it
ends?”Karzai said.
The response from the

TalibantohisandAbdullah'sen-
treaty “hasbeenquitepositive”,
Karzai said. “We arewaiting for
actiononall this,”hesaid.
As those running the coun-

try,theTalibanwasnowrespon-
sible to ensure “that Afghans
don't leave thecountry, that the
educatedonesarenotonlygiven
an opportunity to stay in
Afghanistan,butthosewhohave
left are attracted back to come
back to their own country, and
thatthegovernmentrepresents
the aspiration of all the Afghan
people,”hesaid.
Hesaidtheonebigchangein

the last yearwas that therewas
nolarge-scale“fighting”orcasu-
alties.“Inthatsense,thereisalot
better security. Thecountryside
isalotbetterinthisrespectthan
whatwehadbefore,”hesaid.
“But in other aspects, in the

economy,wehaveaseriousdep-
rivation, in terms of education,
there is seriousdecline, theuni-
versities are not functioning to
even half their strength, the
schools are not functioning to
half theirstrength.Andthemost
importantofall,girlsarenotgo-
ing toschool fromgrade6 to12.
Plus a lotmore.We lost the re-
servesof the country, $7billion.
Foracountryofpoormeansand
resources, that's a lot of money.
Thereisalossof institutions,the
collapse of the state itself, we

haveat least55ofourarmyhel-
icopters in our neighbouring
countries. Imagineifeachoneof
those helicopters is calculated
between at least 10 to $15mil-
lion,thatthat'salmost$700mil-
lion. So in those terms,wehave
losta lot,”hesaid.
He said he had asked the

Taliban to start a “national dia-
logue” with all Afghans. “You
cannot govern a country with-
out technocrats, without edu-
cated people, without profes-
sionals, you cannot govern the
country effectivelywithout the
participation of women. So all
aspects of good governance
must be put in place. And that
mustbeginwithadialoguewith
allAfghans.Andthatshouldlead
to the expression of thewill of
Afghan people on the govern-
mentandthefutureofthecoun-
try,”hesaid.
Thewill of the people could

be ascertained through the tra-
ditionalAfghanassemblyof loya
jirga, or a referendum.
“Whateverwayisbestatagiven
time,mustbeused,”hesaid.
He dismissed a recent loya

jirgaasnotoneatall.“Thatwasa
moreajirgaoftheTalibanthem-
selves,ameetingof largelyofthe
clergyofthereligiousscholarsof
thecountry,plussomeothers.So
thatwasn'treallyrepresentative
inanysense,”hesaid.
Regarding the killing of Al

QaedaleaderAymanAlZawahiri
inKabulbytheUS,Karzaisaidthe
Taliban authorities had an-
nouncedtheywerenotawareof
hispresenceandthattheywillin-

vestigate. “Let that investigation
happen, let themcomeupwith
the results of the investigation
andexplainittotheworldandto
theAfghanpeople,”hesaid.

NITI Aayog
whether the Op-Ed/ Article
meetstheminimumacceptable
quality standards for external
publication,” it said.
Sources said that apart from

thewrittencommunication,NITI
Aayogofficialshavealsobeentold
verballytocomplywiththeorder.
Thiswasconveyedrecentlyatone
oftheMondaymeetingsattended
by NITI Vice Chairman Suman
Bery,CEOParameswaranIyerand
other members and officials,
sourcessaid.
BeryassumedchargeasNITI

Aayog’s Vice Chairmanwith ef-
fectfromMay1,2022,whileIyer
joinedon July11.
Whencontacted, theofficial

spokespersonofNITIAayogsaid:
“NITIAayog,agovernmentthink
tank, has issued general advi-
soriesfromtimetotime,encour-
aging due diligencewhile pub-
lishingarticles. It is unfortunate
thatTheIndianExpressseemsto
bemisinterpretingroutineadvi-
sories. NITI Aayog has consis-
tentlyencourageditsemployees
tothinkandexpressthemselves
creatively,keepinginmindgov-
ernmentconduct rules.”
Thespokesperson,however,

did not specify the dates on
which such advisories were is-
sued. According to sources, no
suchcommunicationwasissued
in the recentpast.

Thedecisionassumessignifi-
canceinviewofNITIAayog'srole
asathinktank.Thereareabouta
dozen Advisers in NITI Aayog,
heading different divisions and
verticals.TheAdvisersandSenior
Advisers are in the rank of Joint
Secretaries and Additional
Secretaries.Besides,therearesev-
eralverticalheads.

Inflation target
January-March 2022 andApril-
June2022, according todata re-
leasedby theNational Statistics
Office,was6.34percentand7.28
percent,respectively. InJulythis
year,itstoodat6.71percent.The
data for August and September
is scheduled to be released on
September 12 and October 12,
respectively.
WhiletheRBIwillbefullyin-

formedabout retail inflation for
all three quarters only by
October12, theCPI-based infla-
tionisexpectedtoremainabove
the6per centupper limit in the
July-September quarter too. In
itsAugust5,2022,monetarypol-
icystatement,theRBI’sretail in-
flation outlook for July-
Septemberwas7.1per cent. For
thenext twoquarters, itwas6.4
per cent (October-December
2022)and5.8percent(January-
March2023), respectively.
Upon failing tomeet the in-

flation target, the RBI, sources
said,wouldhavetostatetherea-
sonsforfailuretoachievethetar-
get,proposeremedialactionsto
bring it down to 4 per cent, and
also provide an estimate of the
time-period within which the
targetwouldbeachieved.These
would be presented in a report
totheUnionMinistryofFinance.

Thesourcessaid, itwouldbe
up to the government tomake
theRBIreportpublic.Thespecial
meeting of theMPCwould dis-
cuss the RBI report before it is
submitted.TheMPC, chairedby
Governor Shaktikanta Das, has
five more members. They are
Michael D Patra, Deputy
Governor (RBI), Rajiv Rajan,
Ashima Goyal, Shashank Bhide
and JayanthVarma.

Yacht found
James added: “On June 26,

therewasanenginefailureinthe
Gulf of Oman.We raised a dis-
tress call andwere rescuedby a
cargo ship, Kyoto Express. I was
unconsciousasIsufferedahead
injury. The nextmorning, I was
airlifted by a helicopter and
taken toahospital inSalalah (in
Oman) as I had trauma. On the
same evening, after my three
member crew found it difficult
to continue the journey due to
weather,theywererescuedbya
Korean warship and they also
tried to towmyvessel.”
The sailingmaster said the

yacht broke apart from the
Koreanwarshipandwentadrift
whilebeing towed.
Director General of Coast

Guard Virender Pathania, too,
gaveasimilaraccount.
James claimed he had tried

contactingtheIndianNavytoget
hisvesselback.“Ihavebeencon-
stantlymailing the IndianNavy
aboutmyvesselover the last20
days,”heclaimed.
An Indian Navy spokesper-

son inMumbai said: “We don’t
agreewithwhatRobertJamesis
claiming. He is making a false
statement.”

Asked why the weapons
were left on Lady Han and not
picked up before evacuation,
Jamesblameditonofficials.“The
Omani authorities did not help
usatall,”healleged.
Maharashtra Deputy Chief

Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
whoalsoholdstheHomeportfo-
lio, told the Assembly: “As of
now,thereisnoterrorangle.But
investigation is going on. We
can’t rule out any angle as of
now. I am just sharing primary
information.”
FadnavisidentifiedAustralian

nationalHanaLaundergunasthe
owner of the yacht and James,
herhusband,as itscaptain.
He said the yachtwas on its

wayfromMuscatwhenitdrifted
away owing to inclement
weather. James told The Indian
Express that the arms and am-
munitionon thevesselwere le-
gal and were for security pur-
poses as they had to pass
throughSomaliwaters.
“The weapons were com-

pletely legalandaccountedfor.”
Sources in the shipping sec-

tor say that most ships carry
arms to ward off pirates from
Somalia.
CoastGuardDirectorGeneral

Pathania told The Indian
Express: “The commander of
Coast Guard (west) Paramesh
Sivamani has informedme that
they have also spoken to the
master of the vessel. Theywere
carryingweaponsfortheirsecu-
rity. Theweapons foundon this
vessel have been accounted for
by NeptuneMaritime Security
which provides security to all
vessels.Wehaveruledoutater-
rorangle.”
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DENYINGANallegation that his
daughter SukanyaMondalwas
appointed to a primary school
without having cleared the
Teachers'EligibilityTest(TET),ar-
rested TMC leader Anubrata
MondalonThursdayclaimedthat
shehaspassedtheexamandhas
adocument toprove it. “Shehas
passedtheexamandhasacertifi-
catetoo,”saidMondal,theparty's
Birbhumdistrict president,who
wasarrestedbytheCBIlastweek
inacattlesmugglingcase.
Asupplementaryaffidavitre-

lated to TET was filed in the
CalcuttaHighCourtWednesday,
alleging“irregularities”intheap-
pointmentofsixpersons,includ-
ing Sukanya. The court directed
Sukanya to appear in court
Thursday. AsinglebenchofJustice
Abhijit Gangapadhyay directed
Mondal’sdaughterandothers to
appearbeforethecourtandsub-
mit theirTETcertificatesandap-
pointmentletters.
However, on Thursday, the

singlebenchrecalleditsorderre-
gardingtheappearanceofsixper-
sons, includingSukanyaMondal.
The supplementary affidavit on
thebasis ofwhich these six per-
sonsweresummonedtothecourt

wasnotconsideredadmissibleby
the judge. JusticeAbhijit Gango-
padhyay, after examining the af-
fidavit inthecourtroom,cameto
the conclusion that the order to
summon the six persons to the
court cannot stand and thus re-
vokedit.
“The court has not sum-

monedher [Sukanya]. Ithas just
asked her to present her docu-
ments,” AnubrataMondal told
mediapersonswhilehewasbe-
ing taken to a hospital for a
routine medical check-up.
Meanwhile, Sukanya ap-

pearedbefore the CalcuttaHigh
CourtThursdayaftershereached
Kolkata from Bolpur. Justice
Gangopadhyay recalledWedn-
esday'sorderduringthehearing.
However, at the same time, the
court alsomade it clear that if
thereisaseparatecasefiledinthe

courtregardingtheappointment
of Sukanya Mondal, the court
would hear it. OnWednesday, a
lawyer,FirdousShamim,submit-
ted an additional affidavit along
withthecourtcasesclaimingthat
the appointment of Sukanya
Mondalwas“notvalid.”
The petitioner alleged that

some people closely related to
Mondal,whoisalso chairmanof
WestBengalRuralDevelopment
Authority, were given jobs as
teacherswhoallegedlynevervis-
itedKalikapurPrimarySchool in
Birbhum, where she was em-
ployed. In the affidavit, the peti-
tionersaidtheschoolattendance
registerwassenttoSukanya'sres-
idenceforhersignature.
Meanwhile,theCBIhastraced

fixed deposits amounting to
nearlyRs17crore in thenameof
AnubrataMondal andhis family
membersaspartof its investiga-
tionofacaserelatedtoallegedil-
legalcross-bordertradeofcattle.
ChiefMinister andTMCchief

Mamata Banerjee has publicly
backedAnubrataafterhisarrest.
TakingajibeatMondal'sclaim

that his daughter [Sukanya
Mondal] cleared TET, Congress
leaderAdhirRanjanChowdhury
said, “In a statewhereMamata
Banerjee gets a sahitya [literary]
award,whyisitsurprisingifany-
oneispassingexams?”

SukanyaMondal inKolkata
onThursday.ParthaPaul

My daughter cleared school job
exam: TMC’s Anubrata Mondal

Karnataka: Govt makes
national anthem must
in schools, PU colleges
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST18

THESCHOOLeducationandliter-
acydepartment of Karnataka is-
suedanordermandatingschools
and pre-university colleges to
make students singnational an-
themduringmorningassembly.
The order, dated August 17,

comes after complaints of cer-
tainprimaryandhighschoolsin
Bengaluru avoiding singing the
national anthem during the
morningassembly.
“Some schools are avoiding

singingthenationalanthemand
some are singing only twice a
week,”saidaneducationdepart-
ment official, adding that
EducationMinister B C Nagesh
hasreceivedcomplaintsregard-
ing this.

Citing the Union Home
Ministry order on national an-
them, the departmentmade it
mandatory for schools tomake
students sing the national an-
themtoinstillnationalprideand
respect.
Deputy Director for Public

Instruction (DDPI) officials are
also tasked to visit the schools
thatareviolating the rule.
DDPI of Bengaluru North,

Lohithashwa Reddy said, “Last
week, notices were issued to
schoolswherestudentswerenot
singing the national anthem.
Nowtheyhaveassuredthatthey
will be singing the national an-
themregularly.”
The order also said that the

students can sing the national
anthemintheclassroom,if there
arespaceconstraintsduringthe
morningassembly.

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NARMADAPURAM (MP),
AUGUST 18

THREE DAYS after an Army
Captain hailing from Kerala
went missing while undergo-
ing a training course in
Pachmarhi in Madhya
Pradesh’s Narmadapuram, his
body was recovered from a
river in the district, police said
on Thursday.
Captain Nirmal Sivarajan

(32), who hailed from
Mamangalam in Ernakulam
districtofKerala,wasundergo-
ing training at the Army
Education Corps (AEC) Centre
at Pachmarhi when he went
missing, Makhan Nagar Sub
DivisionalPoliceOfficer (SDPO)
MadanMohan Samar said.
The police said the Captain

had fallen into the swollen
Bachwada river while he was
driving back to Pachmarhi on
August 15 after meeting his
wife, a Lieutenant posted in
Jabalpur. Theyhadgotmarried
just three months ago,
they said.
TheCaptainwas fromArmy

Education Corps from
Suratgarh in Rajasthan, his ac-
quaintance said.
“The body, which was en-

tangled in a tree in Bachwada
river on Naseerabad road in
MakhanNagar tehsil, about 40
to45kmfromNarmadapuram
district headquarters, was re-
covered by divers and police,”
Samar said.
The Army officer's car was

also located in the river, about

2 km fromhis body, he added.
Makhan Nagar police sta-

tion inspector Hemant
Shrivastava said the the Army
officer fell intotheswollenriver
with his car while negotiating
a culvert after taking a detour
to reach Pachmarhi.
After post-mortem, his

bodywashandedover toArmy
authorities, he said.
The Army Education Corps

Centre's Colonel Rajesh Patil
had lodged a missing person
report about the officer at
Pachmarhi police station on
Tuesday. The Colonel told the
police that Sivarajan had gone
to Jabalpur fromPachmarhi by
car on August 13 to meet his
wife, Lieutenant Gopichanda,
who is posted in Jabalpur.
The Captainwas scheduled

to re-join training at the Army
Education Corps Centre,
Pachmarhi at 6 am on August
16 but did not report back, the
police said.
The Captain's wife told the

policethatherhusbandhadleft
from Jabalpur for Pachmarhi
around 3.30 pm on August 15
and he had spoken to her
around8.30pm,tellingher that
themain road had become in-
accessible due to a flash flood,
so he was taking a detour to
reach his destination, SDPO
Samar said.
TheCaptainhadalsospoken

to his mother, who lives in
Kerala, around the same time.
However, after about an hour,
he could not be contacted and
his family members informed
the Army authorities, SDPO
Samar added.

Days after he went
missing, Army
Captain’s body
found in MP river

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,AUGUST18

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday
cautioned everyminister in her
Cabinet that they should lead a
“simple life.” Banerjee also di-
rected them to stop using pilot
carswithredbeaconsanywhere
inthestate,exceptonhighways,
and advised them to be “very
careful” while signing official
document, anofficial said.
The fresh directives from

Banerjeearebeingseenasanat-
tempttorebuildtheimageofher
government,whichreceivedjolts
following the recent arrests of
senior TMC leaders Partha
ChatterjeeandAnubrataMondal.
Addressing the firstmeeting

ofthestateCabinetfollowingthe
recent reshuffle, Banerjee said
herdepartmentwould fix sepa-
rate tasks for the ministers of
state,whotilldatehad“veryfew
responsibilities” to carry out.
People should not question the
publiclifeofaminister,Banerjee
said.“BJPislookingforloopholes.
Youshouldmaintainasimplelife
and not avail yourselves of any
extra facility,” shesaid.

CABINETMEETING

Lead simple
lives, don’t use
pilot cars except
on NH: Mamata

New Delhi
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JAPANESE COUTURIER WHO MELDED EAST-WEST STYLES

DESIGNERHANAEMORIDIESAT 96
Hanae Mori, the Japanese couturier who emerged from the ruins of World War II to
build a $500 million fashion house that popularised East-West styles and symbolised
the rise of postwar Japan, died on August 11 at her home in Tokyo. She was 96. Famed
for her butterfly designs, Mori created the wedding dress worn by Empress Masako.

ITALY

Armani,others
fleewildfirefrom
vacationretreat
Milan: Fashion designer
GiorgioArmanianddozens
ofotherswereforcedtoflee
from their vacation villas
overnight as firefighters
worked to extinguish the
remnants of twowildfires
on the Sicilian island of
Pantelleria onThursday. A
photo shows flames that
appear to encroach on
Armani’svilla,buthispress
office said they stopped
short of the property.
Armani andguests evacu-
ated to a boat in the har-
bourovernight.Theheadof
theregion’scivilprotection
agency, Salvatore Cocina,
said arson is suspected in
twowildfiresthatforced30
people to seek refuge in
boats or on safer parts of
theisland.Firefightersused
Canadair planes to douse
the flames, along with
teamstoprotecthomes.AP

DesignerGiorgio
Armani.APFile

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

SAUDIARABIA

Woman gets
34yrsinprison
fortweets
Dubai:A Saudi court has
sentenced adoctoral stu-
dent to34years inprison
forspreading“rumors”on
Twitter and retweeting
dissidents, according to
court documents ob-
tainedThursday.Activists
and lawyers consider the
sentenceagainstSalmaal-
Shehab, amother of two
and a researcher at Leeds
University in Britain,
shocking even by Saudi
standards of justice. Al-
Shehabwasdetaineddur-
ing a family vacation in
January2021justdaysbe-
foresheplannedtoreturn
totheUK,accordingtothe
FreedomInitiative. AP

USA

Shipsunkby
Germansin
1917found
THEWRECKofthefirstUS
Navydestroyer lost to en-
emyactionhasbeenfound
off thecoastof southwest
England,105yearsafter it
was sunk by a German
submarine. A team of
British divers announced
the find on Facebook last
week,sayingitwasthrilled
tohave locatedtheWorld
War I ship, theUSS Jacob
Jones, about 60 nautical
miles south of Newlyn.
RickAyrton,oneof thesix
divers on the expedition,
saidwhenhereachedthe
ship,hecouldseethebase
of a gun mount on the
deckoftheship,asignthat
ithadbeenawarship,not
acargovessel. NYT

JOHNELIGON
DURBAN,AUGUST18

THESONof the Zulu king strut-
ted into the room clutching a
woodenscepter,trailingapraise
singerwhochantedodestopast
kingswhile adoring supporters
shouted“Bayede!”—hail.
His crown-shaped lapel pin

shimmeredwith gold and dia-
mondsashesettled intoahigh-
backed leather chair draped in
leopard-printfabric,keepinghis
guestsstandinguntilhedecreed
the interviewcouldbegin.
Misuzulu Sinqobile Zulu, 47,

carrieshimselflikeaking.Heisthe
sonof KingGoodwill Zwelithini,

whodiedlastyearaftera50-year
reign, and a descendant of the
familyofKingShakaZulu,whose
bloodyconquesttounitetheZulu
kingdom two centuries ago has
madehimsomethingofamythic
figureinpopularculture.
ButMisuzulu’s claimas their

successor is hotly contested.His
father left behind over a dozen
sons.AndalthoughMisuzuluhas
received the blessing of several
powerfulmembers of the royal
familyaswellasthepresidentof
SouthAfrica,someofhisrelatives
—includinguncles,auntsandsib-
lings—havecasthimasareckless
playboyunfit to leadthem.
Now members of one of

Africa’smoststoriedmonarchies

are locked in a vicious fight that
threatenstotearthefamilyapart.
Twoof thedeceasedking’s sons
arenowcallingthemselvesking.
Therehavebeenmany lawsuits,
public insultsanddramaticcon-
frontations — all captivating a
countrywhere an estimated 14
millionZulusmakeupthelargest
andmost culturally influential
ethnicgroup.
“I like to call it domestic ter-

rorism—familydomesticterror-
ism,”Misuzulusaid.“Thefamily
is still deeply,deeplydivided.”
Misuzulu isscheduledtoen-

terthecattlekraal—aZuluritual
saidtointroducethenextkingto
theancestors—onSaturday. It is
traditionallyoneofthefinalcus-

tomsbeforecoronation.
Although the Zulu king has

no official government powers,
heholdsrealsway.Hecontrolsa

vast swath of land — slightly
larger thanHaiti—belonging to
thekingdom.Heoverseesa$3.9
million annual budget that the

government provides for the
royalfamily.Andheservesasthe
moral leader of a people brim-
mingwithpride.
All this grants him an influ-

ence that leads politicians to
shower him with gifts and
makes him the envy of South
Africa’sothermonarchs.
“The voice of the king, to the

Zulus,overridesanyothervoice,”
saidMphumeleliNgidi,alecturer
in the department of historical
studies at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal.“Peoplestillbow
totheking.”Thissuccessionsoap
opera has been complicated by
theZulucustomofpolygamyand
bythefactthatthetraditionses-
tablished for passing on the

crownhave been handed down
orally, not recorded in a formal
document. These transitions
haveoftenproducedconflict.
Zwelithini, who died at 72,

leftbehindsixwivesandatleast
28children.Misuzuluisthefirst
childof his father’s thirdwife.
But he and his supporters

withinthefamilysayhisclaimto
power is straightforward. They
argue that his mother, Queen
Mantfombi Dlamini Zulu, takes
precedence over the king’s five
otherwidowsbecauseshecomes
from the Swazi royal family. Her
father was King Sobhuza II of
Eswatini (formerly Swaziland),
whodiedin1982,andherbrother
isthecurrentleaderthere—King

Mswati III, Africa’s only absolute
monarch.Herroyalstatusmeans
that her offspring take prece-
dence in the line of succession,
Misuzulu’ssupportersargue.And
becauseMisuzulu is her oldest
child,heistheheir, theysay.
On the anniversary of

Zwelithini’sdeathinMarch,rival
factions of the family honored
himwith separate prayer cere-
moniesatdifferentpalaces.They
argued over which ceremony
had a larger attendance. Days
later,PresidentCyrilRamaphosa
officiallyrecognizedMisuzuluas
thenextking,thelastlegalhurdle
forthecoronationtoproceedun-
derSouthAfricanlawgoverning
traditional leaders. NYT

SOME ROYALS HAVE CRITICISED LEADING CONTENDER AS RECKLESS PLAYBOY

Game of thrones: A royal family feuds over who should be king of Zulus

MisuzuluSinqobileZulu inDurban,SouthAfrica.NYT

REUTERS
TAIPEI, AUGUST18

THEUNITED States and Taiwan
have agreed to start trade talks
under a new initiative to reach
agreementswith“economically
meaningful outcomes”, with a
Taiwan official saying China’s
“economiccoercion”wouldalso
bediscussed.
Washington and Taipei un-

veiledtheUS-TaiwanInitiativeon
21st-Century Trade in June, just
days after theBidenadministra-
tion excluded the Chinese-
claimed island from its Asia-fo-
cusedeconomicplandesignedto
counterChina’sgrowinginfluence
The office of the US Trade

Representative said the two
sideshad“reachedconsensuson
thenegotiatingmandate”andit
wasexpectedthatthefirstround
of talks would take place early
thisautumn.
“Weplantopursueanambi-

tious schedule for achieving
high-standard commitments
andmeaningful outcomes cov-
eringthe11tradeareasinthene-
gotiatingmandatethatwillhelp
build a fairer, more prosperous
andresilient21st-centuryecon-
omy,” Deputy US Trade
Representative Sarah Bianchi
said inastatement.

China,meanwhile, firmlyop-
posestradetalksbetweentheUS
andTaiwanandsaysitwilltakeall
necessarymeasurestofirmlysafe-
guarditssovereignty,securityand
development interests, the com-
merceministrysaidonThursday.
“OneChina”policy is aprerequi-
site for Taiwan’s participation in
economic cooperationwith for-
eign countries, Shu Jueting,
spokeswoman of theministry,
saidataregularpressconference.
Taiwan’s top trade negotia-

tor, JohnDeng, told reporters in
Taipeihehopedtalkscouldstart
nextmonth, and that this could

oneday lead to a free tradedeal
the island has long soughtwith
theUS.Thenegotiatingmandate
released along with the an-
nouncement said the US and
Taiwanhad set a robust agenda
for talks on issues like trade fa-
cilitation, good regulatoryprac-
tices, andremovingdiscrimina-
torybarriers to trade.
Dengsaidonetopicwouldbe

China’seconomiccoercion,aref-
erence to action Beijing takes to
blocktradewithcountries it is in
dispute with, such as when
LithuaniaallowedTaiwantoopen
adefactoembassyinitscapital.

Will takenecessarystepstosafeguardsovereignty:Beijing

REUTERS
COLOMBO,AUGUST18

SRI LANKAwill ask Japan to in-
vite the Indian Ocean island’s
maincreditornations, including
ChinaandIndia,totalksonbilat-
eral debt restructuring, as it
seeksawayoutof itsworsteco-
nomiccrisis indecades, itspres-
ident saidonThursday.
“Someoneneedstocallin,in-

vite themain creditor nations.
We will ask Japan to do it,”
PresidentRanilWickremesinghe
told Reuters, adding that he
would travel to Tokyo next
month and hold talks with
JapanesepremierFumioKishida.
Besides seeking assistance

from its allies, Sri Lanka is also
negotiating with the IMF for a
loanpackageworthbetween$2
billion and $3 billion,
Wickremesinghesaid.
An IMF team is expected to

arrive in the country at the end
of August to continue talks to
reachastaff-level agreement.
Wickremesinghesaidhewill

present an interim budget in
September,whichwill focus on
fiscal consolidationmeasures
agreed with the IMF.
Expenditurewillbeslashedbya
“fewhundredbillions”ofrupees
to channels funds for welfare
andto repayhigh interest rates.
Overall, he expects the econ-

omy,reliantontourismandtea,to

see a recovery in the secondhalf
of 2023, reaching a revenue sur-
plusofabout3%by2025.

AGENCIES
NEWYORK,AUGUST18

AMANaccusedof stabbingnov-
elistSalmanRushdie lastweekin
westernNewYork pleaded not
guiltytosecond-degreeattempted
murder and assault charges on
Thursdayduringanarraignment
hearingandwasremandedwith-
outbail.Hisnextcourtappearance
wasscheduledforSept.22.
The24-year-oldmanhasde-

niedbeing in contactwith Iran’s
RevolutionaryGuardCorps and
said he acted alone when he
stabbedtheauthor,whomhedis-
likedforbeing“disingenuous”.
HadiMatar,ofFairviewinNew

Jersey,wasarrestedlastweekand
chargedwith second-degree at-
temptedmurderandassaultafter
he stabbedRushdie, 75, onstage
at an event at the Chautauqua
InstitutioninNewYorkstate.
In a video interview to the

NewYork Post fromChautauqua
County Jail,Matar said, “When I
heard he survived, I was sur-
prised, I guess.” “I respect the
Ayatollah.Ithinkhe'sagreatper-
son. That's as far as I will say
about that,”Matar toldThePost.
He noted that he had only

“readliketwopages”ofRushdie’s
controversialnovel. “I readacou-
pleofpages.Ididn'treadthewhole
thingcovertocover,”hesaid.

London: Foreign Secretary Liz
Trussremains faraheadof lead-
ership rival Rishi Sunak in the
race to become Britain’s next
primeminister,aYouGovpollfor
SkyNewsshowedonThursday.
The governing Conservative

Party is votingbypostal ballot to
choose a newparty leader after
Boris Johnsonsaidhewouldstep
down. The winner will be an-
nouncedonSept5.Truss,whohas
consistently topped polls of
ConservativePartymembers,has
a 32 percentage point lead over
Sunakamongthosewhohavede-
cidedtovote,thesurveyshowed.
Trusswason66%,withSunakon
34%. Thepoll said only 13%have
eithernotdecidedhowtheywill
vote,orwillnotvote. REUTERS

Truss maintains
big lead in UK
leadership race

AGENCIES
KYIV,AUGUST18

RUSSIA UNLEASHED a furious
barrage of rocket attacks on the
northeastern city of Kharkiv
overnight Wednesday and
Thursdaymorning,destroyinga
dormitoryforthedeaf,pulveriz-
ing scores of residential homes
and killing at least 17 civilians,
Ukrainianofficials said.
“Lastnightbecameoneof the

most tragic for Kharkiv Region
duringtheentirewar,”theheadof
theKharkiv regionalmilitaryad- ministration, Oleh Syniehubov,

saidonThursdaymorning.Rescue
crewswere still racing between
multipleblastsites,hesaid,adding
thatthecasualtycountcouldgrow.
Meanwhile,theUNsecretary

general, António Guterres, was
meetingwiththeUkrainianand
TurkishpresidentsonThursday
to discuss a political solution to
end the violence and assess the
stateof grainexports.
GuterresmetwithPresident

Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
RecepTayyipErdoganofTurkey
inLviv to reviewtheprogressof
grain exports. “Particular atten-
tionwaspaidtoRussia’snuclear

blackmail at the Zaporizhzhia
NPP," Zelenskyy wrote on the
Telegrammessagingapp.
At the meetings, Turkey

agreedtohelprebuildUkraine’s
infrastructure, including roads
and bridges, and Zelenskyy
askedGuterrestoseekUNaccess
toUkrainiancitizensdeportedto
Russia.Zelenskyyalsorequested
UN help in freeing captured
Ukrainiansoldiersandmedics.
Russia’smilitaryclaimedthat

it struck a base for foreignmer-
cenaries in Kharkiv, killing 90.
Therewas no immediate com-
ment fromtheUkrainianside.

VolodymyrZelenskyywith
AntonioGuterresandRecep
TayyipErdoganinLviv.AP

Zelenskyy hosts talks with UN chief, Erdogan

TRAINS COME TO GRINDING HALT IN UK AGAIN
Thousandsof trainworkers inBritainstagedanewroundof strikesThursday,paralysingrail serviceacross thecountry inan
escalatingdisputeoverpayandworkingconditionsexacerbatedbyadeepeningcost-of-livingcrisis.AP

Beijing: Lithuania, a tiny
European country, on
Thursdayappointeditsfirst
representative to Taiwan,
challengingthe‘oneChina’
policy. Paulius Lukauskas,
an adviser to PM Ingrida
Simonyte, has been ap-
pointed as the country’s
first representative to
Taiwan, the Taiwanese
Ministry of the Economy
announcedonThursday.
He is expected toarrive in
Taipeinextmonth. PTI

LITHUANIAAPPOINTS
NEWENVOYTOTAIWAN

Colombo: Former Sri
LankanPresidentGotabaya
Rajapaksaisawaitingtoob-
tain aUSGreenCard to re-
turn to the US and settle
therewithhiswifeandson,
Lankan newspaper Daily
Mirror,citinghighly-placed
sources, said. It claimed
thatRajapaksa's lawyersin
the US had already begun
the procedure last month
forhisapplicationtoobtain
the Green Card as he was
eligible to apply due to his
wifeLomaRajapaksabeing
aUScitizen. PTI

GOTABAYA APPLIES
FORU.S. GREENCARD

US and Taiwan to
begin formal trade
talks, anger China

AOerlikon35mmtwin
cannonanti-aircraftgun
atabase inTaiwan .AP

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,AUGUST18

BRITAIN HAS clinched a new
agreement with Pakistan,
dubbed a “landmark” deal, to
speedily remove Pakistani na-
tionalswithno legal right to re-
main in theUK.
TheReturnsAgreementwas

signed by Home Secretary Priti
Patel and Pakistan Interior
Secretary Yousaf Naseem
Khokharandthecountry’sHigh
Commissioner to the UK,
Moazzam Ahmad Khan in
LondononWednesday.
The agreement will target

Pakistancriminals,failedasylum
seekers,visaoverstayersandim-

migration offenders to facilitate
theirreturntotheirhomenation.
“I’m proud to have signed a

new landmark agreementwith
our Pakistani friends to return
foreign criminals and immigra-

tion offenders from the UK to
Pakistan,” saidPatel.
“I make no apology for re-

movingdangerousforeigncrim-
inalsandimmigrationoffenders
who have no right to remain in
theUK. Thisagreement,whichI
am proud to have signed with
ourPakistani friends, showsthe
NewPlanforImmigrationinac-
tion and the government deliv-
ering,” she said. "Our new
Borders Act will go further and
helpendthecycleof last-minute
claims and appeals that cande-
lay removals,” shesaid.
According to the UK Home

Office data, Pakistan nationals
makeuptheseventhlargestnum-
berofforeigncriminalsinprisons
inEnglandandWales. PTI

Lanka will ask Japan
to open talks with
main creditors: Ranil

RestructuringtomakeSri
Lankaacompetitive,
export-orientedeconomy,
saysPresident.Reuters

11AREAS INNEGOTIATINGMANDATE

UK’s Priti Patel signs deal to
deport illegal Pak migrants

ThepactsignedbyPritiPatel
willtargetcriminals,failed
asylumseekers,visaviolators

AGENCIES
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ONEOFDonald J Trump’smost
trusted executives pleaded
guiltyonThursdaytoconspiring
withTrump’s company to carry
out a long-running tax scheme,
an admission that painted a
damning picture of the former
president’s family business but
didnotadvanceabroaderinves-
tigation into themanhimself.
As part of the plea dealwith

theManhattandistrictattorney’s
office, the executive, Allen H
Weisselberg, is required to tes-

tifyatthecompany’strialifpros-
ecutors choose to call on him,
andtoadmithis role inconspir-
ing with Trump’s company to
carry out the tax scheme. That
testimony could tilt the scales
againstthecompany,theTrump
Organisation, as it prepares for
an October trial related to the
sameaccusations.
“Yes, your honour,”

Weisselbergsaidagainandagain
inresponsetodetailedquestions
from the judge, JuanMerchan,
who askedwhether he and the
TrumpOrganisationcommitted
thecriminalconductunderlying
eachof the15counts.

Under the terms of the plea
deal, if Weisselberg testifies
truthfully at the upcoming trial,
hewillreceiveafive-monthsen-
tence.Weisselberg,whowasfac-
ingupto15yearsinprison,must
also pay nearly $2 million in
taxes,penaltiesandinterestafter
accepting lavishtax-freeperks.
In a statement, a Trump

Organisation spokeswoman
calledWeisselberg a “fine and
honourableman”whohasbeen
“harassed by law enforcement,
in theirneverending,politically
motivatedquesttogetPresident
Trump."She also said the com-
panydidnothingwrong.

PROSECUTORSMAYASKWEISSELBERGTOTESTIFYATCOMPANY’STRIAL

PROSECUTORSCHARGED
TrumpOrganisationand
WeisselberginJuly2021
withschemingtodefraud,
taxfraudandfalsifying
businessrecordsforaward-
ing“off-the-books”perksto
seniorexecutives.Weisse-
lbergwasaccusedofcon-
cealingandavoidingtaxes
on$1.76mnof income.

Whatisthe
case?E●EX
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Trump CFO pleads guilty to tax fraud

HadiMatar,
24,was
arrested last
week.AP

Rushdie attacker
pleads not guilty,
says acted alone

RUSSIASTEPSUPATTACKON KHARKIV
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Modellingstudyputs ‘flesh’onfossilof gianttransoceanic
predatorthat lived23millionto2.6millionyearsago

MEGALODON

THISWORDMEANS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST18

USINGFOSSILevidencetocreateathree-di-
mensionalmodel, researchers have found
newevidence about the life of one of the
biggestpredatoryanimals of all time—the
Megalodon.
Accordingtothenewstudypublishedin

thejournalScienceAdvances,theMegalodon
could“completelyingest,andinasfewasfive
bites,”apreyasbigasthekillerwhale.

Asheavyas10elephants
According to the study, theMegalodon

wasbigger than a school bus at around50
feetfromnosetotail.Incomparison,thegreat
white sharks of the present can grow to a
maximum lengthof around15 feet. Using
theirdigitalmodel,theresearchershavesug-
gested that thegiant transoceanicpredator
wouldhaveweighedaround70tonnes—or
asmuchas10elephants.
Megalodonsroamedtheoceansanesti-

mated23millionto2.6millionyearsago.

Faster than the sharksof today
Usingapreviouslyestablished relation-

ship between speed and bodymass, re-
searcherscalculatedthattheMegalodonhad
anaveragecruisingspeedfasterthansharks
today. According to the research team, the
Megalodonhadtheabilitytomigrateacross
multipleoceans.

3Dmodelling research
The technique was used as the

Megalodon’s skeleton ismadeof soft carti-
lage thatdoesn’t fossilizewell.Using fossils
thatwere available, includingmainly teeth
and a rare collection of vertebrae that has
beenwith a Belgiummuseum since the
1860s,computermodellingwasusedtore-
construct theentirebodyof theextinctand
largest knownmacropredatory shark. “We
completed the model by adding ‘flesh’
around the skeletonusing a full-body scan
of C carcharias (greatwhite shark),” the re-
searcherssaid.

Thegiantmegalodonsharkcouldhavedevouredacreaturethesizeof akiller
whale in just fivebites, suggests thestudy.AP

THERE ISanold saying: “Building the road is
thefirststeptobecomingprosperous”. Inre-
centyears, Indiahasmadeasignificanteffort
tobecomeadigitalsocietybybuildingalarge
citizen-scaledigitalpublicinfrastructure.The
Government of India and Reserve Bank of
India(RBI) have been promoting simplifica-
tion and transparency to increase the speed
of interactionbetween individuals,markets,
and the government.With the commence-
mentof theDigital Indiamissionin2015,our
payments,providentfund,passports,driving
licences, crossing tolls, and checking land
recordsallhavebeentransformedwithmod-
ular applications built onAadhaar, UPI, and
theIndiaStack.

Limitations of public
digital infrastructure
Itiswellestablishedthatdigitalinfrastruc-

tureshouldbedesignedbasedonprinciplesof
availability,affordability,value,andtrust.The
invisible rules underlying technology canbe
madevisibleusingdesignprinciples, legisla-
tive frameworks, governance frameworks,
andpublicengagement.Butwhenwelookat
the current digital ecosystem, it’s identified
that existing different digital infrastructures
arenotinterconnectedasadesign;atechnical
integrationisrequiredtomakethemconver-
santandinteroperable.Today,informationhas
totravelacrossmultiplesystemstocomplete
theinteraction,andrelyonprivatedatabases,
whichmakes the validation of datamore
complex as the network grows, driving up
costsandcreatinginefficiencies.

Web3.0 to address challenges
It is becoming increasingly essential for

developing nations to iteratively build inno-
vative solutions on top of existing digital in-
frastructure.We need resilient platforms,
whichmaybebasedontheWeb3.0architec-
tureoftomorrow,evenwhenweknowitmay
take somemore time to get these platforms
capableofscalingandsolvingthecurrentchal-
lengesinacost-efficientmanner.
TheWeb 3.0 architecture establishes a

newversionoftheInternetprotocolincorpo-

rating token-based eco-
nomics,transparency,and
decentralisation. It iscrit-
ical to understand that
Web3isnotonlythecryp-
tocurrencies, but also
NFTs or non-fungible to-
kens,representingphysi-
calassetsordigital twins.
A user can access all
ecosystembenefitsusing
adistributedtokenwhere
they can show proof of
ownership, tax history,
and payment instru-
ments.
Since the Web 3.0

ecosystem is less zero-
sum, user lock-in is not
theprimarygoal fornew
companies, and key op-
erations can be encoded
in “smart contracts” that
are auditable, im-
mutable, and easier for
anearly adopter to com-
plete.Ablockchain-basedinfrastructurecan
provide all of these attributes without the
needof trusting anyparticular actor to ver-
ifyaledger’shistory.Theblockchainrecords
could be visible, compiled, and audited by
theregulators in real time.

Increasing global adoptionof
blockchain infrastructure
Accordingtothemanagementconsulting

companyGartner,by2023,35percentofen-
terpriseblockchainapplicationswillbeinte-
gratedwith decentralised applications and
services.Manycountrieshavealreadybegun
establishingtheirblockchainpoliciesandin-
frastructure.
Estonia, theworld’s blockchain capital, is

using blockchain infra-
structure to verify and
process all e-governance
servicesofferedtothegen-
eral public. China
launched a program in
2020 called BSN
(Blockchain-basedService
Network) to deploy
blockchainapplicationsin
thecloudatastreamlined
rate. InBritain, theCentre
for Digital Built Britain, a
partnership between the
University of Cambridge
and theUKgovernment’s
Department for Business,
Energy, and Business
Strategy, is running the
NationalDigitalTwinpro-
gram(NDTp)tofostercol-
laborationbetweenown-
ers and developers of
digital twins in the built
environment. And the
Brazilian government re-

cently launched the Brazilian Blockchain
Networktobringparticipatinginstitutionsin
governanceandthetechnologicalsystemthat
facilitatesblockchainadoptioninsolutionsfor
thepublicgood.
There are alsowell-established decen-

tralised finance (DeFi)platforms that relyon
blockchaininfrastructurelikeEthereum,how-
ever, pegged to the base cryptocurrencies
owned by that platform. As iswell known,
theseplatformshavemulti-countrypresence
andusage,anddonotcomeunderanypartic-
ularregulatoryambit.DeFiallowsuserstobor-
row and lend cryptocurrencies on a short-
term basis at algorithmically determined
rates. DeFi users are rewardedwith tokens
thatconfergovernancerights,whichareanal-

ogoustoseatsontheprotocol’sboard.
Recently, blockchain provider Solana

launched a prototype smartphone with
hardwareandsecurity that cansupportde-
centralised apps for people interested in
cryptowallets,Web3,andNFTs.ManyIndian
technologyfirmsarebuilding layer2chains
(L2)ontopof thebaseprovenlayer1chains
(L1), while providing value-adds like scale,
throughput, etc., mainly through bundling
the transactions. These implementations
convey the story of blockchain technology
driving the futureofWeb3.0.

Thedigital roads that India
must build usingblockchain
TheIndiandigitalcommunity, including

fintechs,academia, thinktanks,andinstitu-
tions, should focus on supporting research
in standards, interoperability, and efficient
handling of current known issueswith the
distributedtechnologies,e.g.,scalabilityand
performance, consensusmechanisms, and
auto-detection of vulnerabilities. Also, at
present, end-user devices such as smart-
phones do not support blockchain-based
technologyand,asaresult, thelastmileisal-
waysoutsidethenetwork.However,theday
is not farwhen smartphonemanufacturers
willdeliverblockchaincompliantdevicesby
addingextensions.
The blockchainmodels today are either

permissioned,whichsufficefortheneedofa
consortium,orarepubliclikeEthereumwhich
are unregulated and rely on intrinsic stan-
dards.Theidealsolutiontosolvingmostofthe
known issues of decentralised technologies
liesinthemiddlepath,i.e.,anationalplatform
operatingatL1thatinterconnectsblockchains
(bothpermissioned andpublic), application
providers (decentralized applications —
dApps — and existing), token service
providers, and infrastructure managers.
Togethertheycanformareliableandefficient
network for the Indiandigital economy. The
ecosystem can further deploy relevant and
purpose-specific applications at L2 for very
littlecostandeffort,whiletheL1continuesto
handletheheavyliftingforalltheL2soperat-
ingonlayer1.AllL2chainsonthispublicinfra-
structure L1will communicate with each
other, thus replicating the communication
(andavoiding theneed for complex integra-
tionswitheachother)onthe Internet forex-
istingIndiandigital infrastructures.
Theneedof thehour is toworkonan in-

digenous solutionof thepeople, for thepeo-
ple, andby thepeople—an IndiaBlockchain
Platform—evenif ittakesyearstodesignand
implement.Adigital infrastructurebasedon
blockchaintechnologywilltransformthedig-
italecosysteminIndia,andwillenablethefu-
tureofdigitalservices,platforms,applications,
content, and solutions. Considering the cur-
rentstateofaffairsworldwide,onecansafely
assume thatwe are at the beginning of the
curve,butthedaysarenotfar.

An India Blockchain Platform
Adigital infrastructurebasedonblockchaintechnologywill transformthedigitalecosystemin
India,andwillenablethefutureofdigitalservices,platforms,applications,content,andsolutions

RISHIKASINGH
NEWDELHI,AUGUST18

THE FIRST case of human-to-animal trans-
missionofthemonkeypoxvirushasbeenre-
portedinadoginParis,accordingtoresearch
published in themedical journalThe Lancet
lastweek(‘Evidenceofhuman-to-dogtrans-
missionofmonkeypoxvirus’).Followingthe
news, the US public health agency, the
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC),hasupdated itsguidelines forpeople
whohavepetsathome.
Detected inaParis hospital, the infected

dogshowedsymptomsof “mucocutaneous
lesions” or marks on the skin, pus-filled
patchesontheabdomen,andthinformation
of ulcerson theanus. It isunclear rightnow
ifdogscanspreadthediseasefurthertoother

animalsorhumans.
Globally,monkeypoxcaseshave topped

35,000 sinceMay 2022, when the disease
was first reportedoutside itsendemicareas
inCentralandWestAfrica.Amajorityof the
reported cases at present are from Europe
andtheAmericas, according to theWHO.

Human-to-dog transmission
AccordingtoTheLancet,thedogthatgotin-

fectedwould sleep on the samebed as two
menwhowerenon-exclusivesexualpartners
andsharedthehousehold.Themenhadtested
positive for monkeypox in late May and
showed symptomsof fever, headaches, and
analulcerations.
Around12dayslater,thedogbeganshow-

ingsymptomsandwassoontested.Themen
said they tookcare toprevent their dog from
comingintocontactwithotherpetsorhumans

sincetheonsetof theirsymptoms.
Whileithasnotbeenunderstoodyethow

exactly the human-to-animal transmission
happened,butamonghumans,monkeypox
spreads through close contactwith anyone
infected,throughinfectiousrashesandbod-
ilyfluids.Asignificantnumberofcaseshave
been concentrated amongmen having sex
withmen(MSM).
Inendemiccountries, onlywildanimals

(rodents and primates) have been found to
carrythemonkeypoxvirus.Infectionamong
domesticatedanimals,suchasdogsandcats,
had not been reported till now. As per the
CDC,monkeypox can infect awide rangeof
mammals, includingmonkeys, hedgehogs,
squirrels, etc.While no cases havebeende-
tected in cats, they can get infected with
other orthopoxviruses— the genus or sub-
categoryof virusesmonkeypoxbelongs to.

Steps forprotectingpets
Givenonlyonecasehasbeenreportedso

far, The Lancethas called for further investi-
gationontransmissions involvingpets.
However,theCDChassuggestedprecau-

tions, saying humans could spread the dis-
ease through close contact — petting, hug-
ging, kissing, licking, sharing sleeping
areas, and sharing food —with their pets.
Thosewithmonkeypox symptoms orwho
have recently tested positive need to avoid
closecontact. If thepethasnotbeencloseto
theowners, itcanbeshiftedtoanotherplace
until the recovery happens—or for around
threeweeks.
“After the personwithmonkeypox has

recovered,disinfectyourhomebeforebring-
ing healthy animals back,” says the CDC,
adding that sanitisers and disinfectants
shouldnotbeusedonpets.
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THE SHARP revival in equitymarkets has
catalysedtheprimarymarkets,andasmany
as27companieshavefiledofferdocuments
with the Securities and ExchangeBoard of
India(SEBI)overthelastcoupleofmonths.
With foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)

makingastrongcomeback—thebenchmark
Sensex has reclaimed the 60,000mark—

merchantbankershavelineduppublicissues
to take advantageof bullish domestic retail
andFPIinvestorsentiments.Whiletherehas
beennonewlistingsinceMay24,thecycleis
set to restartwith the listing of Syrma SGS
Technologylaterthismonth.Theissueclosed
forsubscriptiononThursday.Manymoreare
lined up — Utkarsh Small Finance Bank,
Fincare Small Finance Bank, andGODigit
General Insurancehavefiledtheirofferdoc-
umentswithSEBI.

HowaretheIPOsthatcameduringthe
previousmarketboomfaring?
2021witnessedarecordnumberof IPOs

andfund-raising.While63companiescame
withpublicissuestoraisefundsamountingto
arecordRs118,723crorefromtheequitymar-
ketsinthecalendaryear,only18issueshave

hitthemarketin2022.Collectively,theyhave
raised Rs 40,310 crore — and half of this
amounthascomefromjustoneissue:LIC.
A largenumber of public issues that hit

themarket amid soaring valuation in 2021
arenowtradingbelowtheirissueprice.Data
fromNSEshowthat27ofthe63issuesthathit
themarketin2021aretradingbelowtheiris-
sueprice,includinghigh-profileonessuchas
One97Communication(Paytm)andZomato.
Ontheotherhand,ofthe16issuesthathit

themarket incalendar2022whenthemar-
ketswerelessbuoyantandtheindiceswere
onadecline,only fouraretradingbelowthe
issueprice.
“Wealwayswitnessabunching-upof is-

sueswhenthesecondarymarketisbuoyant.
Mostissuesthatcomeintimesofsharprally
inthemarketstendtobeoverpriced,andare

susceptibletosharpdeclineswhenthemar-
ketweakens. On the other hand, IPOs that
comeduringnormaltimesfaremuchbetter
astheytendtobepricedreasonably,”afund
managerwhodidnotwishtobenamed,said.

SoshouldyouinvestinthisIPOrush?
The18percentrallyinthebenchmarkin-

dicesat theBSEandNSEsince June17,com-
ingon thebackof sharp FPI flows anda re-
vivalininvestorsentiment,haveencouraged
merchantbankerstolineupissues.Forretail
investorslookingtoplayintheprimarymar-
ket,however,expertsadvisecaution.Theysay
that retail investors should seek out good-
quality stocks from thebouquet of existing
listed companies, andpickup theones that
areundervaluedandnotleveraged.
Severalhigh-profilenewagetechcompa-

nies that camewith their issues in2021are
tradingbelowtheirofferprice—marketpar-
ticipantssayinvestorsshouldbecautious,as
thereisalotof irrationalityaroundstart-ups
whenthereisliquidityinthemarket.
“Whenthemarketweakens,investorcon-

fidenceinthesecompaniesgetsshakeneven
onminornegativenewsflows. Inthecaseof
mostofthesecompanieswhereprofitability
isnotvisible for thenext fiveyears, it is very
tough for an investor to stay investedwhen
themarketweakens,andsoonehastobevery
careful aboutwhich company and atwhat
valuationtheyareinvesting,”theheadofre-
searchwithfinancialservicesfirmsaid.

Whatshouldyoulookforbefore
investinginanIPO?
AnIPOisanassetclassthatisaderivative

ofthesecondarymarket,anditsperformance
islinkedtothesentimentinthebroadermar-
ket.Demandtendstobestrongwheninvestor
sentimentisbuoyant,andinsuchascenario
theygethigherinvestorinterestandfarewell.
However, that isnot true forall cases; it also
dependsuponthepricingoftheissue.Hence,
investorsneedtodoathoroughstudyof the
company— thequality of promoters, busi-
nessfundamentals,andthefinancialandpeer
reviewanalysis—beforeinvestinginanIPO.
Corporate governance practices in the

companyshouldbegiventoppriority.Agood
peer review is amust: Investorsmust study
otherlistedcompaniesinthesectorandcom-
paretheirgrowth,andtheirPEratio(market
price to earningsper share). If the company
comingwith an IPO is demanding ahigher
valuation, investorscanconsideravoidingit.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.comE EXPLAINED

THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,AUGUST19,2022

Online & Classroom Programmes

INSTITUTE FOR IAS EXAMINATION

9-B, Bada Bazar Marg, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi - 110060, Ph: 011-41007500;
www.vajiramandravi.com | Email: online@vajiramandravi.com

General Studies Optional Subjects CSAT

IS THERE a rightway to take your pills to
ensure quick results? A new study by re-
searchers from Johns Hopkins University
hasfoundthatpoppingapillwhileleaning
towardstherightistheidealposturetoen-
sure fastest absorption into the blood-
stream.
Oralmedicines, which are

considered safe, economical,
and have a high degree of pa-
tient compliance, start work-
ing when they are absorbed
into theblood through the in-
testine. But to get there, a pill
needs to pass through the
stomach.Thelowerpartof the
stomach — the antrum — is
connected to the first part of
the small intestine,
the duodenum,
through the pylorus,
a valve that opens
and shuts during di-
gestion. A right pos-
ture ensures that the
pill landsclosertothe
lower part of the
stomach, which in
turn helps in the
stomach ejecting its
contents into the in-
testine faster.
The team tested

four postures — up-
right; leaning right;

leaning left; and leaningback.
“Leaning right yields a significant in-

crease in thedissolvedmass released into
the duodenum compared to other posi-
tions.Leaningleft leadstoasignificantde-
crease,” thestudysaid.

The teamwas surprised to
findthatif “apill takes10min-
utes to dissolve on the right
side, it could take 23minutes
to dissolve in an upright pos-
ture and over 100 minutes
when laying on the left side”,
the JHUwebsite says.
“For elderly, sedentary or

bedridden people, whether
they’re turning to the leftor to
the right can have a huge im-

pact,” said one of the
study’sauthors,Rajat
Mittal,whoisaJohns
Hopkins engineer
andanexpertinfluid
dynamics.
The findings of

the study, published
lastweekinPhysicsof
Fluids, are basedona
model to simulate
the mechanics of
drugdissolutionona
humanstomach.

SOURCE:PHYSICS
OFFLUIDS

It is good to lean right while
you pop that pill, here’s why

How humans gavemonkeypox to a pet dog
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NFL has reported a PBT of Rs. 163 Cr on consolidated ba-
sis in Q1 of 2022-23 with best-ever revenue of Rs.
6454.65 crs. Other than fertilizers, industrial products of
the company also contributed significantly to its bottom
line in Q1. Fertilizer sale of company in Q1 touched new
heights of 15.58 Lakh MT. NFL also achieved best-ever en-
ergy consumption in its plants. The overall capacity utili-
sation of urea production in Q1 remained 115.31%.With
core strength in fertilizers and successful forays in Seeds
and Agro Chemicals, NFL is poised to enlarge its basket of
products.Thecompanyplans toexpandcapacitiesof Indus-
trial Products and Agrochemicals.

PFC registered a stand-alone profit of Rs. 2,110 cr. for Q1’
23. On consolidated basis, the PAT for Q1’23 is at Rs.4,
580 cr.Interim Dividend of Rs. 2.25 per share proposed by
Board in Q1’23.Healthy CRAR quarter on quarter. CRAR
as on 30.06.2022 is 24.33% with Tier I capital of 20.95%
and Tier II capital of 3.38%.Sustained resolution efforts has
resulted in Stand Alone Net NPA levels to drop below 2% -
the lowest in 5 years - Net NPA ratio at 1.73% for Q1’23viz-
a-viz 2% in Q1’ 22. 23 bps reduction in Consolidated Net
NPA ratio from 1.80% in Q1’22 to 1.57% in Q1’23 due to
resolution of stressed assets.

LIC brings a distinctive Special Revival Campaign from
17.08.2022 to 21.10.2022 for its customers to revive their
individual lapsed LIC policies.This Special Revival Cam-
paign is a unique drive as it extends to all non-ULIP Poli-
cies with very attractive concession in late fee. Under this
Special Revival Campaign except ULIP policies, all policies
can be revived within 5 years from date of the First Unpaid
Premium subject to policy conditions.

TPDDL becomes a 100% RPO Compliant discom for
second consecutive year. The company sourced 2200
Million Units (MUs) of green power from renewable
sources like Solar, Wind, Hydro and Waste to Energy
including Large Hydro sources and fulfilled Renewable
Purchase Obligation (RPO) for FY’2021-22 through
physical power. This is approximately 25% of total units
sold to consumers by the company in its operational
area.This compliance is a in line with its commitment to-
wards the environment, it has made tremendous ef-
forts in meeting Renewable Purchase Obligation.

GAIL recorded 116% increase in Revenue from operations
to Rs 37,572 cr in Q1 FY23 as against Rs 17,387 cr in the
corresponding quarter of previous FY. The Company’s
Profit before Tax increased 90% to Rs. 3,894 cr in Q1 FY23
as against Rs 2,054 cr in Q1 FY22 while Profit after Tax
rose 91% to Rs 2,915 cr in Q1 FY23 as against Rs1,530 cr
in the corresponding quarter of last fiscal. The positive re-
sults were mainly on account of increased gas marketing &
transmission volumes, better marketing spread and higher
product prices.On Quarter on Quarter basis, the Revenue
from operations increased 39% to Rs 37,572 cr in Q1 FY23
as against Rs 26,968 cr in Q4 FY22, Profit before Tax in-
creased10%toRs3,894cr fromRs3,546crwhileProfit af-
ter Tax rose 9% to Rs 2,915 cr as against Rs 2,683 cr, pri-
marily because of the same reasons.

THDC celebrated 76th Independence Day at the Corporate office,
Rishikesh, Projects and Unit offices on 15th August, 2022.
Rajeev Vishnoi, CMD hoisted the National Flag and addressed
all the employees during the occasion.

NR Ashutosh Gangal, GM, NR, held
a review meeting with the
departmental heads and DRM’s of
Northern Railway through video
conferencing. Deliberations were
held on keeping focus onpassenger
amenities at stations like extension
of platforms, increase of level of platforms, washable
aprons,provision of 2nd entry,foot over bridges,Escalators, lifts
facilities for Divayangjans, improvement of station building
including façade etc. He also reviews the progress of mobility
enhancement and other developmental infrastructure worksand
Freight loading.

REVIEW MEETING

P&SB celebrated 76th Independence Day at its Staff
Training College at Rohini, New Delhi. S K Saha hoisted the
National Flag followed by the rendition of the National
Anthem. EDs, GMs & other executives from Delhi/NCR
were also present.

Indian Bank is a premier PSB with a dominant Pan-India pres-
ence. The GoI owns 88.06% of the shareholding. The Bank
has a vast branch network with 6004 branches, 5428 ATMs &
BNAs, and overseas branches in Colombo and Singapore.

PRESENCE- INDIAN BANK

GSL The 75 years of India’s Independence “Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav” was celebrated with patriotic fervor & ent-
husiasm at Goa Shipyard Ltd. Brajesh Kumar Upadhyay,
CMD, GSL hoisted the National flag at GSL campus.

NBCC signed a MoU with MEA for the works of Planning, de-
signing & execution of Redevelopment of MEA Hostel (Old) at
New Delhi worth Rs175 cr. MoU was inked by DC Manjunath,
Jt Secy (Estt. & GEM), MEA, & P Sharma, CGM (BD) , NBCC.

MoU-NBCC

Inaugurating the Swachhata Pakhwada in BHEL, Dr Nalin
Shinghal, CMD, BHEL, administered the 'Swachhata Pledge'
to the company's employees. The CMD exhorted BHEL em-
ployees to participate enthusiastically.

SWACHHATA PAKHWADA - BHEL

EML 75th Independance day Celebrations at Expomart with
overseas buying group Costplus (242stores) with R Kumar ,
Chairman IEML ,DBaid ,VCEPCH,PMalik&DKumar ,Members
COA EPCH & mart owners, exporters, ieml officials & staff.

EdCIL celebrated the “Independence Day” on 15th August,
2022 at its Corporate Office, Noida. M Kumar, CMD, EdCIL,
graced the occasion as chief guest and hoisted the National
Flag amidst the singing of ‘National Anthem’.

NSIC joined the Nation in celebrating the 76th Independence
Day. Gaurang Dixit, CMD,NSIC hoisted the National Flag &
paid rich tributes to the freedom fighters & soldiers. He urged
upon all NSIC employees to give their best performance
during 2022-23.

PNB celebrated 76th Independence Day by inaugurating a brand
new PNB@Ease outlet at Botanical Garden metro station. As one
of the swadeshi banks, PNB reinstates its mission to become In-
dia’s Most Preferred Bank.

TPDDL signed a MoU with DSEU in New Delhi. The skilled
workforce is a critical factor contributing to the industry’s
growth, and the MoU will help nurture the new talent with skill
development courses and programmes.

MoU- TPDDL

In a resounding success of GAIL flagship CSR initiative ‘GAIL
Utkarsh’, 100% students of its Kanpur centre, 93% of girls reg-
istered under Varanasi centre, 74% from Srinagar & 70% from
Utkarsh Haldwani initiative have qualified JEE Main 2022 exam.

CSR - GAIL

RK Singh, M/o Power, New & Renewable Energy, released
the “10th Integrated Rating & Ranking of Power Distribution
Utilities”. MoP has mandated PFC to co-ordinate the rating
exercise and so far, 9 Integrated Ratings were carried out.

RATING-PFC

VRKRWA celebrated the 75th Independence day with pa-
triotic fervor and enthusiasm. RKS RATHORE (President),
senior executive members of RWA & all residents were
present on this auspicious occasion.

Heads of Agreement being exchanged between RK Srivas-
tava, Dir (Exploration), ONGC &DrM KDobson, CEO & Lead
Country Manager, ExxonMobil India, in the presence of P
Jain, Secy, M/o P&NG (center).

AGREEMENT- ONGC

75th INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

CXØfSX ´fiQZVf ÀfSXIYfSX
d³fQZVff»f¹f ´fVfb´ff»f³f dU·ff¦f, CXØfSX ´fiQZVf, »fJ³fDY-226007

email-dirdcf.ah-up@gov.in, dir.ah.up@nic.in. Ph. No. 0522-2742880 Fax: (0522) 2740202

IiY¸ffÔIY- 645/IYq´fiqÀfZq/BÊ-d³fdUQf/U`¢Àfe³f III/2022-23, dQ³ffÔIY- 16/8/2022
A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸f³Âf¯f Àfc¨f³ff

E°fïÐUfSf ´fVfb´ff»f³f dU·ff¦f, CØfS ´fiQZVf õfSf Goat Pox Vaccine-I.P. Live attenuated Goat Pox Vaccine
(Uttarkashi strain) grown on Vero Cell Culture. Freez dried I e QS A³fb¶f³²f (dUØfe¹f U¿fÊ 2022-
23) WZ°fb ¸fc»f d³f¸ffÊ°ff »ffBÀfZÀf ²ffSI R ¸fÊ, dþÀfIZ ´ffÀf I ¸f ÀfZ I ¸f dU¦f°f 03 U¿fÊ I f d³fdUdQ°f U`¢Àfe³f ¶f³ff³fZ I f A³fb·fU
Wû, ÀfZ BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûS¸fZ¯M ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ Af³f»ffBÊ³f d³fdUQfEÔ Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`aÜ d³fdUQfQf°ff R ¸fÊ QZVf ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ·fe dU·ff¦f /
SfþI e¹f ÀfÔÀ±ff ¸fZÔ dU¦f°f 02 U¿fûÊÔ ¸fZÔ ¶»f`I d»fÀM A±fUf ´fid°f¶fd³²f°f ³fWeÔ W bE WûÔ EUÔ I ûMZO ´fiûO¢MÐÀf ¦f°f 03 U¿fûÊÔ ¸fZÔ ÀfÃf¸f
´fifd²fI fSe õfSf A²fû¸ff³fI À°fS IZ §fûd¿f°f ³fWeÔ W bE WûÜ ¹fdQ ÀfZ³MÑ»f ¶¹fcSû AfR B³UZdÀM¦fZVf³f (Àfe.¶fe.AfBÊ.) A±fUf A³¹f
ÀfÃf¸f þfh¨f EþZd³Àf¹ffÔ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f R ¸fûÊÔ IZ ´fi¨fd»f°f QS A³fb¶fÔ²f I û À±fd¦f°f I S³fZ U d³fSÀ°f I S³fZ I e A³fbVfÔÀff I S°fe W` °fû
C0´fi0 ´fiû¢¹fûS¸fZÔM ¸f`³fbA»f 2016 IZ A³fbÀffS I f¹fÊUfWe I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ d³fdUQfQf°ff IZ ´ffÀf ÀfÃf¸f ´fifd²fI fSe õfSf d³f¦fÊ°f U`²f
d³f¸ffÊ¯f A³fbÄff ´fÂf, ³ff³f-I d³½fVf³f ÀfdMÊdR IZ M, ´fSR f¸fZÊÀf ÀfdMÊdR IZ M ¸ffIZ ÊM ÀMZd¶OÔ¦f ÀfdMdR IZ M þeqE»fq´feq ÀfdMÊdR IZ M,
þeqE¸fq´feq ÀfdMÊdR IZ M EUÔ AfBÊqEÀfqAûq ´fi¸ff¯f ´fÂf Wû³ff ¨ffdWEÜ d³fdUQfQf°ff dþ³fI f ¦f°f 03 U¿fûÊÔ ¸fZÔ ´fi°¹fZI U¿fÊ I f
Ufd¿fÊI M³fÊAûUS ø 0 05 I SûOÞ ÀfZ I ¸f ³f Wû, We d³fdUQf ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ d»fE ´ffÂf Wû¦fZÔÜ Cq´fiq Sfª¹f I e E¸f EÀf E¸f
BÊ./EÀf.EÀf.AfBÊ. BI fB¹fûÔ I û M³fÊ AûUS I e Vf°fÊ ÀfZ LcM W` °f±ff Cf¸ff Sfª¹f I e E¸f. EÀf.E¸f.BÊ./EÀf.EÀf. AfBÊ. BI fB¹fûÔ I û
Sfª¹f I e U°fÊ¸ff³f ³fed°f¹fûÔ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f Ii ¹f USe¹f°ff ´fiQf³f I e þfE¦feÜ ¹fW ·fe Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI EZÀfZ d³fdUQfQf°ff þû
BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f õfSf þfSe dUÄfd~ ÀfÔ£¹ff 3157 / I q´fiqÀfZ / I ¹f ³feq/ BÊ-´fiû0 / 2016-17 dQ³ffÔI - 15.03.2017 IZ Ii ¸f ÀfZ
BÊ-MZ¯OdSÔ¦f IZ d»fE ´fÔþeIÈ °f Wû¦fZÔ (Cq´fiq B»fZ¢MÑfd³f¢Àf I f´fûÊSZVf³f d»f0 (UPLC), »fJ³fD ¸fZÔ ´fÔþe¹f³f ´fi¸ff¯f³f IZ
Ad·f»fZ£fe ÀffÃ¹f ÀfÔ»f¦³f I S³ff Ad³fUf¹fÊ) °f±ff dþ³fIZ Digital Signature C´f»f¶²f Wû¦fZÔ, ¹fZ d³fdUQfQf°ff R ¸fÊ We
´fVfb´ff»f³f dU·ff¦f, Cq´fiq I e BÊ-MZ¯OdSÔ¦f ´fi¯ff»fe ¸fZÔ M Z¯OS Of»f ÀfIZ ¦fZÔÜ d³fdUQf Àf¸¶f³²fe dUUS¯f, d³fdUQf I e d³f¹f¸f U Vf°fZÊÔ
°f±ff d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f ´fifø ´f dU·ff¦f I e UZ¶fÀffBM http://animalhusb.upsdc.gov.in ´fS EUÔ C0´fi0 ÀfSI fS I e
MZ¯OS UZ¶fÀffBM http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS d³f²ffÊdS°f AUd²f ¸fZÔ C´f»f¶²f Wû¦ffÜ

d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I (³ff³f SeR ¯OZ¶fb»f) Sf¿MÑe¹fIÈ °f / dVfOÐ¹fc»O ¶f`ÔI IZ dO¸ff¯O OÑfµM þû d³fQZVfI , ´fiVffÀf³f EUÔ dUI fÀf,
´fVfb´ff»f³f dU·ff¦f, CØfS ´fiQZVf, »fJ³fD IZ ³ff¸f Wû EUÔ d¶fO ´fid°f·fcd°f SfdVf (BÊ.E¸f.Oe.) Sf¿MÑe¹fIÈ °f / dVfOÐ¹fc»O ¶f`ÔI IZ dR ¢ÀO
dO´ffdþM SÀfeQ (ER .Oe.AfS.) þû d³fQZVfI , Sû¦f d³f¹f³Âf¯f EUÔ ´fiÃfZÂf, ´fVfb´ff»f³f dU·ff¦f, C0´f0, »fJ³fD IZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ ¶f³²fI
Wû, Ad³fUf¹fÊ ø ´f ÀfZ ´fVfb´ff»f³f d³fQZVff»f¹f ¸fZÔ þ¸ff dI ¹ff þf³ff Wû¦ffÜ d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I °f±ff dÀf¢¹fûdSMe / A³fZÊÀM ¸f³fe I e
ÀI` ³f I f´fe BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ Àff±f þ¸ff I e þf¹f °f±ff BÊ d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I °f±ff A³fZÊÀM ¸f³fe I e ¸fc»f ´fid°f¹fûÔ BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂfûÔ
I e WfOÊ I f´fe IZ Àff±f d³fdUQf I e d³f²ffÊdS°f Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f °fI A±fUf dI Àfe ·fe QVff ¸fZÔ Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f IZ C´fSf³°f 05 I f¹fÊ
dQUÀfûÔ °fI d³fQZVfI , Sû¦f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f EUÔ ´fiÃfZÂf, ´fVfb´ff»f³f dU·ff¦f, Cq´fiq, »fJ³fD IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ Ad³fUf¹fÊ ø ´f ÀfZ þ¸ff I S
Qe þf¹fÜ BÊ-d¶fO C0´fi0 ÀfSI fS I e BÊ-MZ¯OS UZ¶fÀffBM http://etender.up.nic.in ÀfZ We Af³f »ffB³f Àf¶fd¸fM I e
þfE¦feÜ
BÊ-d³fdUQf IYe d³f¹f°f d°fd±f EUÔ Àf¸f¹f
1 Af³f»ffB³f d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf CX´f»f¶²f WXû³fZ IYe d°fd±f dQ³ffÔIY 22.8.2022 IYû Àff¹fÔ 05:00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
2. Af³f»ffB³f d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf þ¸ff IYSX³fZ IYe ´fifSXÔ·f d°fd±f- dQ³ffÔIY 22.8.2022 IYû Àff¹fÔ 06:00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
3. ´fie d¶fOX ¸fedMXÔ¦f dQ³ffÔIY 26.8.2022 IYû A´fSXf³WX 03:00 ¶fþZ.
4. Af³f»ffB³f d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf þ¸ff IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f dQ³ffÔIY 01.09.2022 IYû A´fSXf³WX 12:00 ¶fþZ °fIY
5. Af³f»ffB³f d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf °fIY³feIYe d¶fOX Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f - dQ³ffÔIY 01.09.2022 IYû ÀffÔ¹f 03:30 ¶fþZ

WXÀ°ff/-
d³fQZVfIY

SXû¦f d³f¹f³Âf¯f EUÔ ´fiÃfZÂf
´fVfb´ff»f³f dU·ff¦f, C0´fi0, »fJ³fDYÜ

¸fQ IYf ³ff¸f d³fdUQf ´fid°f·fcd°f SXfdVf øY d³fdUQf ´fí fÂf Vfb»IY ÷Y0

dUØfe¹f U¿fÊ 2022-23 I e AUd²f IZ d»fE U`¢Àfe³f I e
QS- A³fb¶f³²f WZ°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf
Goat Pox Vaccine-I.P. Live attenuated Goat Pox

Vaccine (Uttarkashi strain) grown on Vero Cell

Culture. Freeze dried. After reconstitution with

respective diluents each dose of 1 ml. should 30

contain not less than 1x10
3.0

TCID 50 Goat Pox

virus-100 dose pack with 100 ml. sterile dilu-

ents.

d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf IZ dVfO Ð¹fc»f AfR
dS¢½ffS¸fZ¯M IZ
ÀfZ¢Vf³f III (B) ¸fZÔ C d»»fdJ°f
´fiûO¢MÐÀf WZ°fb ø 0 1.00 »ffJ (EI
»ffJ) I e Àfe¸ff °fI ø q 1500.00 EUÔ
CÀfIZ ¶ffQ Ad°fdSö ´fi°¹fZI 1.00 »ffJ
AüS CÀfIZ AÔVf IZ d»fE 1000.00 I e
´fid°f·fcd°f / BÊ-d¶fO dÀf¢¹fûdSMe IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ
þ¸ff Wû¦feÜ

ø 0 6000.00+ GST
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foDVksfj;k Ø‚l fotsrk xcj flg ÅtkZ Hkou ] dkoyh jksM ]nsgjknwu% 248001
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S.N. 1349/15AC Dated 17/08/2022

Short Term - E-Tendering
Executive Engineer. Const Division. Public Works Department Gauchar on
behalf of "Governor of Uttrakhand" invites tender by E- tendering for the
following work. Information regarding bid will be available from 25-08-2022 on
http://www.uktenders.gov.in.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
CONST. DIVISION PUBLIC WORKS

DEPARTMENT GAUCHAR

S.
N.

Name of Work Mode of E-
Tendering

Amount of
Bid Security
(Rs Lakhs)

Validity
of

tender

Cost of
Tender

Document

Completion
Period (in
months)

Contractor's
Category of
Registration

1 Under State Sector
(Naband) Defect
Improvement and
Remaining Part-II
Work of Langasu-

Niwari-Khet-Silangi
Motor Road in Km.

5, 6, 7 & 8

Single Bid
System

1.22 120
Days

4000+
G.S.T 18%

12 Month Registered in
Uttarakhand

PWD
Category "C"
and above for

Road Work

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Const. Division, PWD,
Gauchar

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH

JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT

“NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER”

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Vibhag Division Baddi invites online tenders on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible
contractors for the following work (s) through e-tendering process: -

S
No

Description of work Estimated
cost

Earnest
Money

Cost of
tender forms

Stipulated
Time period

1 Name of Work: Source strengthening of various LWSS under Jal Shakti Sub
Division Chandi in Tehsil Kasauli District Solan (HP) (SH: Construction of Head
weir, C/O Sum Well 151200 liters capacity, C/O Pump house cum attendant
quarter 48 sqm., C/O RCC Main storage tank 151200 litrs. Cap., providing
fencing around the pump house and storage tank, providing, laying, jointing and
commissioning of MSERW pipe 100mm dia X-56, Laying of GMS pipe (H&M
Grade) 100mm dia in Rising main and Laying, jointing, testing and
commissioning of GMS pipe (L) of various dia in distribution system and Supply
& erection of star rated centrifugal pumping machinery along with allied
accessories.

4,14,04,495/- 4,46,545/- 2500/- One Year

Last date of filing / uploading the tender through e-tendering: - 27/08/2022 upto 11:00 AM. The tender forms and other detailed conditions can be obtained
from the website www.hpiph.org.

--HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPARK--
Executive Engineer,
JSV Division, Baddi,

3279/HP District Solan (HP)

PR 275944 Mines and Geology(22-23).D

Sd/-
(Vijay Kumar Ojha)
Director, Geology

Expression of Interest Notice no. 05/2022-23 was published
on 23.07.2022 in different News Papers vide PR.No.- 274305
(Mines and Geology) regarding "Preparation of Auctionable
Minor Mineral Blocks in the State of Jharkhand". Last date of
submission of EOIwas 16.08.2022.Due to unavoidable reason last
date of submission of EOI is extended up to 24.08.2022 till 1.00
P.M.

Those bidders who have submitted their documents in this
tender earlier need not have to submit their documents once again
in thisTender.

Terms, Conditions &Application form are available on our
website www.jharkhand.gov.in and also at our office notice board

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt ooff JJhhaarrkkhhaanndd
Mines & Geology DepartmentMines & Geology Department

Directorate of GeologyDirectorate of Geology
ndndEEnnggiinneeeerr''ss HHoosstteell NNoo--22,, 22 FFlloooorr,, DDhhuurrwwaa,, RRaanncchhii

Corrigendum
Expression of Interest

Notice No.-05/2022-23 for Date Extends
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Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

GOLD
`52,224

RUPEE
` 79.68/USD

OIL
$91.45

SILVER
`57,298

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofAugust17

Government of India, Department of Atomic Energy, Heavy Water
Plant (Kota)

Corrigendum to e-Tender Notice
1. e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/CIVIL/2022/416
The due date and time for various events of tender of Tender no.-
HWPK/CIVIL/2022/416, Tender ID: 2022_HWB_705230_1 for the work “Providing
& fixing new PPG lining after removal of acid proof brick lining in old N-pit and
damaged PPG lining in new N-pit along with supporting civil works Kota” are hereby
extended as mentioned here under:-

Tender document can be viewed/downloaded upto 27.08.2022 (14:30 hrs). The last
date for online submission of tender is 27.08.2022 (14:30 hrs). Last date for
submission of Original EMD is 29.08.2022 (14:30 hrs). The technical bids will be
opened on 30.08.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

2. e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/CIVIL/2022/418
The due date and time for various events of tender of Tender no.-
HWPK/CIVIL/2022/418, Tender ID: 2022_HWB_705241_1 for the work “Repair and
Maintenance of common pits, HDPE drain line from cation, anion & mixed beds to
N-pits, floor area in WTP etc at HWP(K) Plant site.” are hereby extended as
mentioned here under:-

Tender document can be viewed/downloaded upto 27.08.2022 (14:30 hrs). The last
date for online submission of tender is 27.08.2022 (14:30 hrs). Last date for
submission of Original EMD is 29.08.2022 (14:30 hrs). The technical bids will be
opened on 30.08.2022 at 15:00 hrs. The detailed NIT and Tender Documents are
available on the website https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for free to
view/download. The detailed NIT can be seen at website www.hwb.gov.in. For
further information please contact Telephone no. 01475- 242201/ 242231/242225,
fax -01475- 242203 on all working days.

General Manager
For & on behalf of President of India

GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED
Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan,

Race Course, Vadodara-390007
GUVNL: www.guvnl.com

Tender No. GUVNL/Tech/60316
GUVNL invites tender for Selection of Payment Aggregator
and Payment Gateway for GUVNL DISCOMs. The tender doc-
uments are available on web site www.guvnl.com (for view and
down load only). Interested bidders may down load the said
tender & keep in touch for any other corrections / amendments
/ modifications / extensions till the date of submission

- Addl Chief Engineer (Tech)

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

IN THE aftermath of the Covid-
19 pandemic, India’s consump-
tion story points to more evi-
dence of a K-shaped recovery
pattern,withdiscretionaryspe-
nding likeeatingout, cigarettes,
watches & jewellery, spirits,
recording faster growth com-
pared to staples such as soap,
biscuits, daily food items, etc.
What further accentuates

thistrendisthatevenwithinthe
two classes of consumption,
thereisanevenmorediscerning
trend:greatertractionforhigher
ticket-sizeitemsinluxurygoods
like gold& jewellery, and down
trading in daily consumables
suchas soapsandshampoos.
As per an analysis of con-

sumer goods companies’ April-
June quarter earnings by Kotak
InstitutionalEquities,14compa-
niesofferingproductsandserv-
ices that account for discre-
tionary spends reported
revenues of Rs 5.43 lakh crore
duringthisthree-monthperiod,
as against Rs 3.51 lakh crore in
April-June2020—representing
a compounded annual growth
rate (CAGR)of 15.5percent.
In comparison, nine compa-

nies selling staple FMCG prod-
ucts reported topline of Rs 3.56

lakh crore in the quarter-ended
June this year, against Rs 2.65
lakhcroreinApril-June2020—a
CAGRof 8.8percent.
Companiesinthediscretion-

ary pack include Asian Paints,
Devyani International, Varun
Beverages, Titan Company, ITC
and United Breweries, while
those in the staples group in-
cludeHindustanUnilever(HUL),
Dabur, Marico, Tata Consumer,
ColgatePalmoliveandBritannia.
In the company’s April-June

earnings call, Titan Company’s
CEO-Jewellery Division, Ajoy
Chawla, said, “We’ve seen the
buyer growths have been very
goodbutweareseeingagreater
tractiononthehigherticketsizes
and higher values and also
greater traction on studded on
the lower price points on gold

specially thosewhoare looking
at below 10 grams, below 15
grams, everydaywear. There is
some creeping level of, there is
still growth there, there is no
questionbutyes, it isnotashigh
as therestof thesegmentshave
shown,butitisveryearlydays...”
Onthecontrary,FMCGman-

ufacturers like HUL are seeing
consumersprioritisingessential
items over discretionary goods
in theirproductofferings,while
alsodowngradingtocheaperal-
ternativesinahigh-inflationsce-
nario.“Attheendoftheday,with
somuch amount of kitchen in-
flationhappeningatconsumers
end, there’s a clear amount of
priority a consumer todaygives
to kitchen items and essential
itemsandhencetosomeextent
discretionary categories have

taken a beating in where the
marketgrowsofthesecategories
havecomeoff Iwouldsay inthe
last three to four quarters,” said
HUL’sCFO&executivedirector—
finance& IT,RiteshTiwari.
“Whatweareseeing is there

are two different behaviors,
downgradinganddowntrading.
Down trading is where a con-
sumerwho is buying the larger
pack, buys smaller pack and
hence that’s down trading
where smaller amount of vol-
ume gets consumed and gets
sold in the period and con-
sumersdotightenconsumption
in that time and that’s down
trading.Wehavenotseenmany
examples of down grading
wheretheconsumergoesdown
theprice sphere,”Tiwari added.
Interestingly, even for HUL,

Tiwaripointedoutthatforfiscal
2021-22, the nation’s largest
FMCG company saw its prem-
iumportfolio growingat “twice
thepace”of the restof theport-
folio.“Thereareconsumerswho
are able to afford even in such
highinflationarytimestheprod-
uct that they love to consume
andwehaveseenthosesalesre-
maining intact and hencewith
sayoverindexedgrowththatwe
have seen in the premiumpor-
tionof theportfolio,”hesaid.
Cigarette-to-hotelscompany

ITCLtd,whichseescigarettesac-
count for 38 per cent of its rev-
enue,saw“stronggrowthindis-
cretionary/out of home
categories”.Thesecategoriesin-
clude products like snacks,
frozen snacks, beverages, con-
fectionery, fragrances andagar-
battis. United Breweries,maker
of Kingfisher and Heineken
brands of beer, also pointed out
that for the June quarter this
year, its premium segment
“recorded growth ahead of the
totalportfolio”.
ThisK-shapedtrendofrecov-

ery is in line with the pattern
where top-end cars and super-
luxury residential projects
recorded a surge in numbers
during2021,toppingnotjustthe
pre-pandemic levelsbutalso, in
somecases, levelsreported5-10
yearsago.

SOMEFMCGCOS,HOWEVER,SEECONSUMERSPRIORITISINGESSENTIALITEMS

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

INWHATcouldsignificantly re-
duce timelines of network de-
ploymentbytelecomoperators,
theDepartmentofTelecommu-
nications (DoT) has issued the
spectrum assignment letters to
telcos just17daysafter theauc-
tions for 5G spectrumwas con-
cluded. Comparatively, in the
previousauctionslastyear,these
letterswere issuedmore than a
monthafterbiddingended.
Communications Minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw tweeted on
Thursdaymorning, “5Gupdate:
Spectrum assignment letter is-
sued. Requesting TSPs (telecom
serviceproviders)topreparefor
5G launch.”
Bharti Airtel said itwas pro-

videdwith an allocation letter
for the designated frequency
bands itpurchasedat thisyear’s
5Gspectrumauctions“hoursaf-
ter” itsubmittedits first tranche

ofupfrontdues towards theair-
waves to the DoT, said Bharti
Enterprisesfounder&chairman
Sunil BhartiMittal. Calling it an
example of ease of doing busi-
ness,hesaidthishasneverhap-
pened in this three decade long
experiencewith theDoT.
“No fuss, no follow up, no

running around the corridors
andnotall claims.This iseaseof

doingbusinessatworkinits full
glory.Inmyover30yearsof first-
hand experiencewith the DoT,
thisisafirst.Businessasitshould
be...”Mittal said inastatement.
OnWednesday, the DoT re-

ceivedRs17,876croreasupfront
dues from four entities that
boughtspectrumintheauctions
that ended earlier this month.
Bharti Airtel paid the highest
amount of Rs 8,312.4 crore, fol-
lowed by Rs 7,864.7 crore from
Reliance Jio, Rs 1,679.98 crore
fromVodafoneIdeaandRs18.94
crore from Adani Group arm
AdaniDataNetworks.
AsperDoT’s rules for receiv-

ingpaymentsfromthespectrum
auctions, companies have the
optiontopayduesin20equated
annual instalments.
However,theyarealsofreeto

paytheentireamountorpartof
it upfront, with theminimum
duration for upfront payment
being twoyears.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST18

IN LINEwith themoderation in
global crude prices and drop in
refiningmargins, the Centre on
Thursday undertook the third
review of its recently imposed
leviesonfuelandcutthetaxlevy
on domestic crude oil produc-
tiontoRs13,000pertonnefrom
Rs17,750a tonne.
The windfall tax on diesel,

however,washikedtoRs7alitre
fromRs5a litre,andtaxonexp-
ortofaviationturbinefuel(ATF)
was retained at Rs 2 a litre after
beingscrappedinthesecondre-
viewearlier thismonth,aspera

FinanceMinistrynotification.
Exportofpetrolwillcontinue

toattractniltax.Thechangeswill
beeffectiveFriday.
This is the third review un-

dertaken by the Finance
Ministry after imposing the
levieson fuel initiallyon July1.
With an aim to address the

issue of fuel shortage in the
country,thegovernmentonJuly
1 had imposed a special addi-
tional excise duty on export of
petrolanddiesel.Cessesequalto
Rs6per litreonpetrolandRs13
perlitreondieselwereimposed
ontheirexports.TheCentrealso
imposeda cess of Rs23,250per
tonne (by way of special addi-
tional excise duty) or windfall

taxondomesticcrudebeingsold
todomesticrefineriesatinterna-
tionalparityprices.
Inthefirstreviewconducted

on July 20, the government cut
the cesses and levies on diesel
andaviationturbinefuelandre-
moved the cess on exports of
petrol. The Rs 6 a litre export
dutyonpetrolwasscrapped,the
tax on the export of diesel and
ATFwascutbyRs2perlitreeach
to Rs 11 and Rs 4, respectively.
The tax on domestically pro-
duced crudewas also cut to Rs
17,000pertonne.Theministryis
undertaking a review every 15
days for thewindfall taxonfuel.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

NewDelhi:Takingnoteof repre-
sentations made by industry
about summoning of senior
management officials, the GST
investigation authority has
askedfieldofficesnottoexercise
thepowertoarrestinamechan-
ical manner and also refrain
fromsummoningtheseofficials
likeCMDsandCEOs.
Issuingguidelinestofieldof-

ficers on issuing summons and
provision of arrest and bail un-
der the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) law, the investigation au-
thority under the Central Board

of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC)saidasarrestimpingeson
the personal liberty of an indi-
vidual,suchameasureshouldbe
basedoncrediblematerial.“The
arrest should not bemade in a
routine andmechanical man-
ner,” itsaid,addingthatnon-ob-
servance of these instructions
will beviewedseriously.
It said ithasbeenbrought to

the notice of the CBIC that field
formationsareissuingsummons
totopofficialsof companies ina
routinemannertocall formate-
rial evidence/documents. ENS

BRIEFLY
AIF,VCFnorms
New Delhi: Sebi released
newnorms for Alternative
InvestmentFunds(AIFs)and
Venture Capital Funds
(VCFs) formaking invest-
ment abroad, underwhich
overseas investee firms
won’tneedtohaveanIndian
connection.

Taxrelief
NewDelhi: The I-T depart-
ment exempted non-resi-
dent corporate entities and
firms not having a perma-
nentestablishmentinIndia
from 5% tax collected at
source (TCS) on foreign re-
mittances&tourpackages.

PSBprivatisation
NewDelhi:Bigbangprivati-
sationofpublicsectorbanks
can do more harm than
good,warned an article on
the Reserve Bank of India
bulletin. PTI

Windfall tax revision: Levy
on crude cut, diesel sees hike

MSILSENIOREXECUTIVEDIRECTOR,MARKETING&SALES

INDIA’S BIGGEST carmaker
Maruti Suzuki, which is in the
middleofbuildingitssport-util-
ity vehicle (SUV) portfolio, is
continuingitsfocusonits“bread
and butter” segment of small
cars.OnThursday, thecompany
launchedthenewAltoK10car,a
model it had discontinued sev-
eral years ago. Speaking with
PRANAVMUKUL ahead of the
car’s launch, the company’s
Senior Executive Director,
Marketing & Sales, SHASHANK
SRIVASTAVA, said thatwith the
new, bigger Alto, the company
expects to target young buyers
inbiggercities, invariance from
Alto’s typical small town cus-
tomer.Editedexcerpts:

Atatimewhenthecompany
is focussingontheSUV
segment,what is thethought
processbehindintroducing
anothersmallcar toMaruti’s
portfolio?
TheAltoK10 isavery impor-

tantlaunchforusnotjustfroman
industry point of view but also
from aMaruti Suzuki point of
view.ThisAltohasthebiggerK10
engine,andthesize ismuchbig-
ger. It’s an absolutely newprod-
uct,thepoweris19psmore,with
highertorque,andabiggerwheel
size.It’sabiggercaranditsfuelef-
ficiencyisalsocloseto24.5kmpl.
Itwillbeakeylaunchforthisseg-
ment,which is very large by the
way.Thetotalhatchbacksegment
isroughly38percentofthemar-
ket—11.52 lakhunitswere sold
last year.Out of this,Maruti sold
7.88 lakh, so amarket share of
about68percent. It isavery im-
portantsegmentforus.Also,Alto
as a brand itself is doingwell. It
becamenumber 1 in 2004, and
for16yearsitwasnumberonetill
2019-20.Onlylasttwoyearsithas
come down to fourth after
WagonR, Baleno and Swift, but
that isalsobecauseAltoK10was
discontinued.WehopenowAlto
willleadthemarketonceagain.
Around 65 per cent of Alto’s
sales come fromsmaller towns
andcitiesbutwithAltoK10,we
are targetingayoungcustomer
base in the 25-30 years age
bracket inbiggercitiesaswell.

Youare focusingonAltoK10
being abigger car,what is
the reasonbehind that
messaging?
Suddenly, space has be-

come a requirement for a cer-
tain category of customer. For
people who do not want that
much space, Alto 800 is there.
This is agooddifferentiation in
terms of space andpower.
Webelievethecustomer for

theAltoK10willbeslightlydif-
ferent than that of Alto 800.
When we discontinued the
Alto K10, we had introduced
the S-Presso. If you add Alto
800 and S-Presso numbers, it
becomesnumberoneeven last
year. We do expect Alto to be
number one again.

Sowill theAlto 800 segment

bediscontinued?
We’ll have to see how the

market takes the Alto K10 but
as of now, both Alto 800 and
K10will continue.

Maruti has a significant
order backlog. Is there a
capacity constraint?
Today, it isnot theassembly

capacity that is the constraint
asmuchassemiconductorsup-
ply.We have seen a significant
improvement in semiconduc-
tor supply but model-wise we
have tosee theavailability. The
waitingperiodsarequitediffer-
ent across models. There are
large waiting periods for CNG
models, XL6, Brezza, etc.
Whereas the S-Presso, Celerio
is available with much less
waiting period.

‘Targeting young customer
base for entry-level cars in
bigger cities with Alto K10’

MARUTI’S NEW ALTO K10
MarutiSuzuki IndiaMD&CEOHisashiTakeuchiwithSenior
ExecutiveDirector,Marketing&Sales, ShashankSrivastava
at the launchof thenewAltoK10, inNewDelhi. PTI

■MarutionThursdaylaunched
thenewversionofAltoK10
withapricerangeofRs3.99-
5.83lakh(ex-showroom)

■TheAltoK10,poweredbyK-
Series1-litrepetrolengine,
delivers fuelefficiencyofupto
24.9kmper litre, it said. PTI

THETRENDin the
aftermathof theCovid
pandemic showsthat
withindiscretionary
spending, consumersare
showingapreference for
higherpriced,big-ticket
items.

Big-ticket
spending
ontheriseE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

2.6million
Notebookssold inJune
quarter;however,growth
rate fell to7.3%asagainst
over30%onaveragefor
last threequarters

1million
Desktopsshippedduring
April-June, toppingone
millionunits for second
consecutivequarter

Source: IDC/PTI

‘PCmkt up 17.8% in Apr-Jun’
IndianPCmarket grewby17.8% in shipment to
3.7millionunits inApril-June, an IDC report said

HP 11.53
Dell 8.07
Lenovo 7.34
AcerGroup 3.32
Asus 4.86

Company Shipments

(in lakhunits)

THEPCMARKETINCLUDESDESKTOPS,NOTEBOOKSANDWORKSTATIONS,ACCORDINGTO
IDCWORLDWIDEQUARTERLYPERSONALCOMPUTINGDEVICETRACKERREPORT

Category Revenuefor Revenuefor CAGR
April-June April-June (%)
2022(`cr) 2020(`cr)

Staples* 3,56,354 2,65,026 8.8
Discretionary** 5,43,313 3,51,473 15.5
Total 8,99,667 6,16,499 12.6
*9companies includingHUL,Dabur,Britannia,TataConsumer
**14companies including ITC, JubilantFood,VarunBeverages,
TitanCompany,UnitedBreweries)

Source:Companydata,Kotak InstitutionalEquities

TOPLINENUMBERS

Post-Covid spending:Discretionary
itemsgain steam, staplesstay tepid

5G launch in sight: Telcos issued
spectrum assignment letters

BhartiEnterpriseschairman
SunilBhartiMittal saidhis
telcogot the letter just
“hoursafter”payingtheDoT
theupfrontdues. File

New Delhi: Power System
Operation Corporation Ltd
(POSOCO) has asked three
power exchanges — IEX, PXIL
andHPX—to restrict electricity
trading by 27 discoms in 13
states having outstanding dues
towardsgencos, sources said.
The directive from POSOCO

toIndianEnergyExchange(IEX),
Power Exchange of India (PXIL)
andHindustanPowerExchange
(HPX)isgiventorestricttradeof
electricitybyutilitiesof13states,
includingthoseinMaharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Rasjasthan,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Bihar,
ChhattisgarhandJharkhand.PTI

GST rules on summoning
of CMDs, CEOs tweaked

POSOCOTOEXCHANGES

‘Stop trading
by 27 discoms
in 13 states’

New Delhi



PRESS NIT No.08/WB-I/2022-23

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 292 (2022-23)

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(WB)-I

Sl.
No.

Name of work Estimated
Contract

Value (ECY)/
Amount put

to tender

Earnest
Money
(EMD)

Tender
Fee

Date of Release of
tender in

e-procurement
Solution & Tender

ID No.

Last date /Time
for receipt of

tender e-
procurement

solution

1. Temporary rejuvenation/cleaning of 07 nos water bodies for
harvesting rain water and recharging ground water thereof at
ponds and various locations at village Budhpur Mazra (a)
Budhpur Mazra (g), Budhpur Mazra. (h), Chandpur (a),
Chandpur (b) and Jatt Khore- 2 No Delhi under ACE(P)- 4.

Rs.
47,34,744/-

Rs
96,000/-

500/- 17 08 2022
2022_DJB_227852_1

09.09.2022
At

03.00 PM

2. Temporary rejuvenation/cleaning of 05 nos water bodies for
harvesting rain water and recharging ground water thereof at
ponds and various locations at village Auchandi (a) Naya bans
(d) Punjab Khore , Qutub Garh (a) and Salahpur Mazra (c) delhi
under ace(p)-4

Rs.
44,35,325/-

Rs.
90,000/-

500/- 17 08 2022
2022_DJB_227852_2

09.09.2022
At

03.00 PM

3. Temporary rejuvenation/cleaning of 05 nos water bodies for
harvesting rain water and recharging ground water thereof at
ponds and various locations at village chatesar, garhi randhala
and jaunti-3nos delhi under ace( p)-4

Rs.
47,06,524/-

Rs
96,000/-

500/- 17 08 2022
2022_DJB_227852_3

09.09.2022
At

03.00 PM

4. Temporary rejuvenation/ cleaning of 04 nos water bodies for
harvesting rain water and recharging ground water thereof at
ponds and various locations at village mitraon-1 (c) bamnoli (a)
bamnoli (b) and bagdola (a) delhi under ace(p)-4

Rs.
33,19,419/-

68,000/- 500/- 17 08 2022
2022_DJB_227852_4

09.09.2022
At

03.00 PM

5. Temporary rejuvenation/cleaning of 06 nos water bodies for
harvesting rain water and recharging ground water thereof at
ponds and various locations at villages Ibrahimpur (b) Singhola
(b) Tajpur kalan (a) Tajpur Kalan Siraspur (b) and Gokulpur (a)
in Delhi north and north east delhi under ace(p)-4

Rs.
46,68,841/-

Rs.
94,000/-

500/- 17 08 2022
2022_DJB_227852_5

09.09.2022
At

03.00 PM

“STOP CORONA, WEAR FACE MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

OFFICE OF THE A.C.E (P)-4
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI

ROOM NO. 31, B-BUILDING, JHANDEWALAN, NEW DELHI-110005.
Mob: - 9650094325 E-mail Id:-djbwaterbody@gmail.com

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Shimla, Division No. I, HPPWD, Shimla-3, H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the item rate bids, in electronic
tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost.

Starting date for
downloading

Bid

Earnest
Money

Deadline for
submission of

Bid
1 Construction of pedestrian path on Circular road in Shimla Town

(SH: Construction of additional pedestrian path and P/F W.
Beam Metal Crash barrier Railings on KSC/MRR via Chotta
Shimla at RDs. 146/00 to 146/030, 146/270 to 146/440, 148/270
to 148/285, 148/405 to 148/430, 149/240 to 149/270, 150/135 to
150/180, 150/330 to 150/417, 150/810 to 150/835, 150/955 to
151/015).

20313090/- 23-08-2022 406300 29-08-2022

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptender.gov.in
The executive Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all tenders without assigning any reason. 3286/HP

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2022-23/12730-42 Date: 18.08.2022d³fd½fQf Àfc̈ f³ff/2022-23

d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹ffÔZÊ IZ d»fE IZ ³Q/i Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS IZ Ad·f¹ffda ÂfI e d½f·ff¦fûÔ E½fa C³fIZ Ad²fIÈ °f Àf¦a fN³fûÔ ¸fÔZ ´fªa feIÈ °f E½fa A³f·b f½fe Àf½a fQZ I ûÔ ÀfZ
d³f²ffdÊ S°f ´fí fÂf ¸fÔZ BÊ-´fûi ¢¹fSc ¸f³Z M ´fdi Ii ¹ff WZ°fb Af³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf¹fÔZ Af¸fda Âf°f I e ªff°fe Ẁ:a

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f A³fb̧ ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f
(÷Y.)

d³fd½fQf
Àfc̈ f³ff Àfa£¹ff

Construction of ITI Building at Agolai Distt. Jodhpur. UBN:(1) RRC2223WLOB00552 672.78 Lakh BÊ-240/22-
23Construction of ITI Building at Tiwari Distt. Jodhpur. UBN:(2) RRC2223WLOB00553 673.89 Lakh

Construction of Building for Bar Council, RHC, Jodhpur. UBN:(3) RRC2223WLOB00554 588.26 Lakh

Construction of AIR CARGO-RSIC at Rajasthan Inland Container Depot, RIICO Industrial
Area Sanganer, Jaipur. UBN: RRC2223WSOB00551

251.89 Lakh BÊ-241/22-
23

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I , ²fSûWS SfdVf, OfC³f»fûO I S ³fZ ½f £ffZ»f³fZ I e °ffSe£f ÀfdW°f Àf¸´fc¯fÊ d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f
½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff
http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY

HIMACHAL PRADESH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

“CORRIGENDUM”

In reference to the e- tender called vide this office letter No. 527-80 dated 05.08.2022 published in Giriraj on dated
12.08.2022. The dates of down loading & date of opening of these tenders have been postponed, which may be read as
under:-
Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http:/ hptenders.gov.in

KEY DATES:
Sr. No. Item Old dates Amended/ new dates

1. Date of up-loading 18.08.2022 23.08.2022

2. Date of downloading 19.08.2022 to 25.08.2022 24.08.2022 to 30.08.2022

3. Date of physical submission of documents 31.08.2022 at 10.30 AM

4 Date of opening 26.08.2022 at 11.30 AM 31.08.2022 at 11.30 AM
All other terms and conditions in the notice inviting tender will remain the same.

Executive Engineer,
3310/HP Daulatpur Division,

HPPWD, Daulatpur Chowk.
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CROSSWORD4824

ACROSS
1 Ten inflatedanddeflated
(9)

8 Mauricehasaheartof gold
(5)

9 UScity thatwassmart in the
past (7)

10 Amaths formulawhich leaves
onebreathless (6)

11 Serviceconductor (6)
12 Indistributionof incomethe
company is thrifty (8)

15 Words inaction(8)
18 Staggeredbutgot in line
(6)

20 Medicines thatvary incost
(6)

21 They’reassociatedwithheads
andtails (3,4)

22 Debatesociallyacceptable in
appearance
(5)

23 Forexample, crocodiles
sheddingteardrops
(9)

DOWN
2 Hecomposedsomeenjoyable
harmonies
(5)

3 Bill of fare? (6)
4 Twoshortof acompletescore
(8)

5 Stony-heartedmotherandson
(6)

6 Authorshowswildrageabout
pooracting (7)

7 Scoredbut takenfromthe field
(9)

11 Fishwithapole? Ithasadded
point (9)

13 Putontoomuchweight
(8)

14 The first to reachsporting
conclusions (7)

16 Lodge in temporary
accommodation(6)

17 Therodmaybecome
incandescent (3-3)
19 Putyournamedowntogo in
(5)

ARIES (Mar21-Apr20)
Sparea little time for
pleasureandself-
indulgence, if onlyas
abreak from

worldly stress.Acultural outing
couldproveauseful
distraction, but low-brow
diversionswill do the job just
aswell.Whatyou
reallyneed is tobe takenout
of yourself.

TAURUS(Apr21 -May21)
'Home iswhere the
heart is’ is a saying
particularly
applicable toyou.

Youaregoing tohave to realise,
though, that, asmuchasyou
wish everythingcouldbe
perfect, partnersmayhave
other ideas. Theymightalso
havesomeuseful criticisms
tomake.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Remarkable
opportunities to
enhanceyour
reputationare still in

theair, althoughyoumayhave
more troublebringing themto
fulfilment. Thekey to the
present time isnever to force
delicate issues. Insteadyou
shouldwaituntil partnersare
ready to speak.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Therewill bea time
whenyouwill be
able to lookbackon
current

developmentsand laugh. In
fact, youwoulddoyourself
somegood if youcould
smileatwhatever ishappening
now.Agoodsenseof
humourcould saveyour life.
And itwill certainly save
youmoney.

LEO(July24 -Aug23)
Noteverythinghas
beenrevealed.
Althoughyoumay
say thatyouhave

cometo termswith
alterationsandpersonal
adjustments, I doubtwhether
youare inpossessionof the full
facts.At this stageof theweek
youdeserveagoodbreak, but
youmayhave towait a
little longer.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Onnoaccount
shouldyouget
involved inanysort
of intrigue,

especially if itmeansgoing
behinda relation’sback. Itmust
bestressed that this isnota
time tosettleold scores, not
unlessyouareprepared to take
onmuchmore thanyou
canhandle.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Youseemtogo to
pieceswhenyour
emotional life
becomes

complicated, but itwill help to
consider the issuescarefully
and logically. Fora start, you
couldseriously consider the
virtuesof boostingyour
self-confidence incountless
littleways.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Yetanother tough
planetaryalignment
ison itsway, so the
emotional

temperature is likely to remain
high. Still, perhapsyouprefer it
like that.Remember thatyour
signhaspowerfulhealing
qualities,whichmeans that
youcanbringpeacewhere
before therewaswar.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov24-Dec22)
Planetary influences
indicate thatyouare
still experiencing
uncertainty;but

lookdeeperandyou’ll see that
your spiritual andmystical self
is stirring. It’s time to renew
yourquest forpersonal
meaning, lookingwithin for the
answers toquestionsyou’ve
always ignored.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
It’snotdifficult for
you tocutadash.
Youmaybe inclined
tocomplainabout

your lotbut, tobeperfectly
honest, theamountyouhave
gone throughover thepast few
yearshasgivenyoumore
maturity thanyoumay
recognise. Perhapsother
people should listen toyou for
achange.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
There isprobablyno
let-up in the
argumentsover
joint financial

arrangements, but it isuseful to
clear theair. Career changesare
lookingveryauspicious, sodo
pressahead. It seems likely that
anold social contactmay
provide thequickest route toa
newjobor responsibility.

PISCES (Feb20-Mar20)
Travel stars are still
strongand it seems
inevitable thatan
overseas contact

will be strengthenedor
transformed.Developyour
mystical tendenciesas
well, andmake thequalityof
lifeyourpriority.After
all,what is thegoodof
gettingyourway if youdon’t
enjoy it?

S
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K
U
4
9
3
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Thesecretofhappinessinnotinwhatone___todo,butinwhatone__todo-JamesM.
Barrie(5,.,3)

SOLUTION:THETA,ALIAS,SLALOM,SKETCH
Answer:Thesecretofhappinessinnotinwhatonelikestodo,butinwhatonehastodo
-JamesM.Barrie

HTTAE ALMOLS

AALIS CESTHK

SolutionsCrossword4823:Across:1Crossed,4Ethos,7Ends,8Maddened,10
Persistent,12Potage,13Meteor,15Figurehead,18Sapphire,19Bolt,20Laser,21
Majesty.Down:1Cheap,2Obdurate,3Dearth,4Endangered,5Hank,6Sidecar,9
Kingfisher,11Generous,12Perusal,14Quorum,16Ditty,17Opus.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

New Delhi



ABHISHEKPUROHIT
AUGUST18

THESTAGEwassetforDeepakChahar’scome-
backaftersixmonthsawayfromcompetitive
cricket.KLRahulhadwonthetoss inthefirst
ODI and askedZimbabwe tobat in a 9.15am
start.Thenewballhasareputationfordoing
thingssoearlyinthemorningatHarareSports
Club.AndChaharwasabout to run inwith it
againstasetofbatsmenwhorarelygettoface
suchaqualitybowlingattack.
Andyet,ashestoodat thetopofhismark

holding thenewball, Chaharworeapensive,
evensomewhatedgy look.Youcandoall the
rehabyou’vebeenasked toandplaypractice
games toprepare your body to return to ac-
tion,asChaharsaidhehad,buthalfayearwith-
outanyrealgametimeisprettysignificant.
Asheran ingingerly tobowlthe firstde-

liveryofthegame,Chaharendedupaborting
his run-upat the last instant. Onhis second
attempt,hesentdownthegentlestofaway-
swingingfulltosses.Hisreturnsof7-0-27-3,
whichsetupa10-wicketwipeout, don’t re-
veal it, but for the first fewovers of his spell
on Thursday, Chahar looked every bit a
bowler feelinghiswayback.Hewassearch-
ing for theproper length, hewas struggling
to control the line of the swinging ball at
times, and hewas desperate enough for a
wicket to expendbothof India’s reviewson
biginswingersthatweremissinglegstump.
“Nomatter howmuch youhave played,

youarenervous(whenmakingacomeback).
The body andmindwere not working to-
getherforthefirstfewovers,butitgotbetter
after that,”Chahar saidafter thegame.
Itwasn’tamassivecurlerthatbroughtthe

breakthrough, but a surprise short delivery
thatInnocentKaiatriedtopullbutonlyedged
behindtowicketkeeperSanjuSamsoninthe
seventh over. A relieved Chaharwould now
strikeineachofhisnexttwoovers.Left-han-
derTadiwanasheMarumanitickledafullde-
livery leaving himon itsway to the keeper.
WesleyMadhevere’swas thebest dismissal
ofChahar’sthree;theballslantedfullintothe
right-hander, luringhim into theattempted
tucktomickwicketandthenswervingaway
really late totraphimplumbinfront.
Unlike captain Regis Chakabva, who

came inat31 for4andattackeda few,none
of the preceding Zimbabwe specialist bats-

men tried to unsettle Chahar off his radar,
oncehehadzeroedinonit.UnliketheIndian
openersShikharDhawanandShubmanGill
later, they did notwalk down the crease to
try to counter the movement either.
Regardless of the quality of the opposition,
Chahardidsenddownhissevenoversonthe
trot,safelytickingthefitnessbox.Hemaynot
have generated thatmuch pop off the sur-
face,butadmittedlythiswasagentleoneand
hewilllikelycontinuetoregainmorerhythm
further into theseries.

KuldeepYadavwasmakinganODIcome-
backaftersixmonthstoo,buttherewasnext
to nothing for him from the pitch. He did
haveChakabvaguessingwhichwayitwould
turnandappearedtohavecaughthimdead
in front, only for a faint flicker to appear on
the noise-meter upon referral as the ball
passed the bat. Zimbabwewere in no posi-
tiontogoafterKuldeepgiventhescoreboard
butasheoperatedintheearly80s,theywere
able toknockhimaroundwithoutharmoff
thebackfoot.Andwhenhewent fuller, they

were prepared to paddle him fine. Still,
KuldeepwastheonlyIndianbowlertocom-
pletehisquotaof tenovers, for0/36.
Zimbabwe continued to losewickets to

soft dismissals at the other end. Sikandar
Raza poked at one outside off and edged
Prasidh Krishna to slip. Ryan Burl went for
successive boundaries off Prasidh and only
holedout todeepsquare leg.
And while they played out Kuldeep,

Zimbabwe couldn’t make sense of Axar
Patel’sarmballs;Chakabvaflayedallaround
oneon35andhadhis stumpsdisturbed.
At 110 for 8, things seemed set to be

wrapped up but Brad Evans and Richard
Ngaravahad some fun, hitting thirties and
showing there were absolutely no prob-
lems with the pitch once the shine had
worn off the ball.
Butevena targetof 190wasn’t enoughto

bringanother comebackmanRahul into the
middleasDhawanandGillpolisheditoffallby
themselves just past the 30-over mark.
ResumingtheirsuccessfulpairingfromtheWest
Indiestour,theopenersfeastedonZimbabwe’s
failuretocontrolthemovingnewball.
Theseniorpartnersetthetonewithase-

riesof cutsandwhipsinthefirstPowerplay.
Gill, uncharacteristically not in control on a
fewoccasions, caughtupwithhis pulls and
drives, not hesitant to step down the track
and flickover the infield.
Ontheevidenceof Thursday,theremain-

ing twogames in this series couldget inter-
esting only if India were to bat first in the
morningand losea fewearlywickets.
Briefscores:Zimbabwe189(Chakabva35,
Ngarava 34, Axar 3-24, Chahar 3-27,
Prasidh3-50)lostby10wicketstoIndia192
for0 (Gill82*,Dhawan81*)
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THESEDAYS,itseemsmostcricketfansaresplit
into twocamps: thosewho love the ‘Bazball’
Englandandthosewhouseitasataunt,wait-
ing forEngland to trip.Andso,England’sTest
againstSouthAfricawhippedupextremesen-
timentsbefore thegameandduring the first
twoenthrallingdays.SouthAfricafinishedthe
seconddaywith 124 runs aheadwith three
wicketsintact.Willthatbeapotentiallymatch-
winning lead orwill theBazballerswhack a
huge total in their second innings to flip the
SouthAfricanomelettebackonthefryingpan?
The thing is a couple of months back, it

couldhavebeensaidforsurethatSouthAfrica
aretrulyontopespeciallywhenthestatsshow
that Englandhavewononly twoof their last
25 Testswhere theyhave scoredbelow200
whenbatting first. But now, onehas towait
andwatch - and that in itself is a tribute to
England’snewapproach.

If not fora freakdismissal to theirdogged
fighter of a captainDeanElgar, SouthAfrica
couldwell and trulyhavecooked theEnglish
goose.Hehadmoved to47, nudging, punch-
ing, nurdlinghis awayas ever.Until bad luck

gatecrashedhisparty.Itwasadeliverythatwas
anglingdownleg, justright forhis tucktothe
onsidebutsomehow,theballpoppedoff the
body to his arm, then rebound back to the
stumps.Hecould justwatch indismay.Ashe
would do in the second session as England
roaredbackintothegame.
MatthewPottstookoutthetalentedKeagan

Petersonwitha lovelyaway-shaper that took
theedge.JackLeachgotonetoloopanddipon
AidenMarkramwhopoked lamelyat it for a
catch to thekeeper. The left-handedopener
SarelErwee,whohadgottoafine73onhisfirst
appearanceat Lord’s,was shockedbyabrute
of a bouncer from the bouncer-happy Ben
Stokes,glovingasimplecatchtoBenFoakes.

Erwee's battle
Butwhat a comeback story its been for

Erweeinrecenttimes.Coupleofyearsago,he
had nearly quit the game after getting de-
pressed over selection issues. "When I sat
downwithmy family,withmyparents, they
pickedmeup.Isawasportspsychologist.We

worked through it daily. Itwas ahard slog to
try andgetmotivated again; to givemybest
afterwanting togiveup.All theyearsof hard
work,allthehardsloggingIhadtodoatsemi-
professionallevelandfranchiselevelfeltpoint-
lessandworthlessatonestage. Iamveryfor-
tunate to have worked with a sports
psychologist and to have the support ofmy
parents,”hehassaidinthepast.
“Asaman,it'sfrownedupontoshowmen-

talweaknessorsoftness.There'salotofwork
still to bedone. I'm in that process everyday,
everyweek, everymonth,where I amtrying
tobettermymentalhealthandwellbeing.It's
abigpartofmylifeandprobablywillbe fora
longtime.”Somethingforeveryonetoponder
therebutathisdebutatLord’sheoozedsolid-
ityuntilStokesshookhimup.
RassievanderDussenwas takenoutbya

nip-backer thatStokesoftenslips inandsud-
denlySouthAfricawerewobblingat210for6
from85fornoloss.
But Englandwouldmake the samemis-

take theyhadcommittedagainst India in the

Test series. Resorting tobowling short at the
lower order and in a Londonminute, South
Africa had slipped away from their hands.
Marco Jansen (41*) andKeshavMaharaj (41)
added72 runs, after showingnodiscomfort
throughthebumperphasethathelpedthem
tosettledown.
Englandwere bowled out for 165 in the

morning, having resumedat the start of the
seconddayon116forsix.Only32oversofplay
werepossibleonthefirstdayduetorain.
ThewonderfulpacerKagisoRabadawould

haveamomenttoroarafteryetanother five-
for(5-52).Rabadaremovedinningstop-scorer
OlliePope(73)whodraggedtheaway-shaper
fromwelloutsideoffontohisstumps.Hisfifth
victimwasJamesAndersonwhowastrapped
lbw. But Rabada, and then Erwee and the
lower-order jugalbandi from Jansen and
MaharajhavepushedSouthAfricaahead.
Brief Scores:England165 (Ollie Pope 73;
KagigoRabada5/52)vsSouthAfrica289/7
(SarelErwee73,DeanElgar47;BenStokes
3/53)
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THESUPREMECourtThursdayordered that
statusquobemaintainedinrespectoftheaf-
fairsoftheIndianOlympicAssociation(IOA),
whosechargewasdirectedtobehandedover
to a Committee of Administrators (CoA) by
theDelhiHighCourt.
AbenchpresidedbyChiefJusticeofIndiaN

VRamanaorderedthisafterSolicitorGeneral
TusharMehtasoughtthecourt’surgentinter-
vention saying it is something that concerns
thenationalprestigeattheglobal level.
“Itwasmentionedby the counsel for the

petitioneraswellastheSolicitorGeneralthat
by virtue of thepresent order, there is every
possibilityoflosingthechanceofparticipation
in theOlympic games and all international
events. It is stated itwillnotbe in the interest
ofthecountry.Inviewoftheseriousconcerns
raised,weaskthepartiestomaintainthesta-
tus quo…It is said the charge has not been
handedover.Inviewofthatwedirectthemto
maintainthestatusquo”,thebenchsaid.Itdi-
rected that thematterbe listedbeforeanap-
propriatebenchforhearingonAugust22.
Mehta told the bench that there is a 99

percent chance of India being disqualified
fromparticipatinginanyOlympiceventthe
momenttheCoAappointedbytheHCtakes
over.“ThisistheIndianOlympicAssociation,
the unit of the International Olympic

Association. They have their own rules.
Accordingtotheirrules, ifanynational-level
body is represented by a non-elected body,
that is treated to be a third-party interfer-
ence. We are bound by their rules. Every
country in theworld is bound. The HC has
appointedaCommitteeofAdministrators. It
mayormaynotbeforvalidreason,themer-
itsYourLordshipswouldgo into.
But the moment they take over, India

stands almost 99 percent chance of being
suspended from participating in any
Olympic event…” The HC has directed
“forthwithhandover”of responsibilities,he
saidadding“thiswillessentiallybeamatter
of national prestige at the global field, Your
Lordshipsmay interfere”.
TheHChadonAugust16appointedaCoA

comprising former SC judge, Justice Anil R
Dave, former Chief Election Commissioner
Dr SYQureshi and former foreign secretary
Vikas Swarup and directed the erstwhile
Executive Committee of the Association to
hand over charge to this Committee. It also
named three former sportspersons —
Olympic gold medallist Abhinav Bindra,
world championshipmedallist Anju Bobby
George and Olympian Bombayla Devi. as
‘consultants’.
TheHCreferredtoits2013directiontothe

government,whereithadobservedthatState
OlympicAssociations(SOAs)have‘noworth-
whileroleorhistoryofhavingaddedtosports
developmentinthecountryforhalfacentury’.

JIMMYLEIVON
IMPHAL,AUGUST18

MANIPURenjoyedastate-declaredhalf-holi-
dayonThursday to commemorate themost
festive occasions that evokepassion in these
enchantedlands -agrittygameoffootball.The
excitinglocalderbywhereNerocaFCdefeated
TRAUFC3-1wasplayedoutinfrontofajam-
packedstadium.
Ahugenumberof fans turnedup towit-

ness the inauguralmatchplayed in Imphal’s
KhumanLampakstadium,andthe6pmkick-
offhadarun-upwhichwitnessedtrafficcon-
gestioninthecityfromasearlyas2pm.Alarge
number of peoplewere seengathering out-
side the venue in the lead-up, and the filled
stands erupted in exhilarationwhenNeroca
FC’sNigerian forward JohnChidiUzodinma
nettedthefinalgoalonthebackofadefensive
error.Thosewhomissedout,didn'thidetheir
disappointment.
Many fanswere left gasping for tickets

whichweresoldoutadaybeforetheinaugu-
ralmatch. "What’s thepoint of declaring the
dayashalf-holidaywhenmanyofthefansdid
notgetticketstowitnessthegame”,lamented
M. Bishworjit, a football fan and resident of
IroisembaImphalWestdistrict.TheKhuman
mainstadiumwheretheinauguralmatchwas
playedhasacapacityofonly25,000.Heaving
asitwaswithexuberanceofthosewhoman-
agedtogetin,itcouldn'tobviouslyaccommo-

datepassionsof thefootball-madstate.
TangvaRaguihadputtheOrangebrigadeof

NEROCAahead in the 16thminute, only for
TRAU's Komron Tursunov to equalise three
minuteslater.ButthereafterNEROCAdidntlift
foot off the pedal as Thomyoheaded in the
36thminute to reclaim the lead, before the
50th minute cherry on the top from the
Nigerianstar.
The stadiumhadpulsated afterNEROCA

nettedagoal16minutesintothematch,while
manyof theticketholderswereseenstill try-
ing toget into thestadium.“IboughtaRs100
ticketandhavebeenwaitingtogetintothesta-

diumforseveralminutesevenafterthematch
startedbut I amunable todo so. I am toldby
thesecurityat thegatethat thestadiumisal-
readyfull,”saidBungo,aresidentofTopLeirak,
ImphalEastdistrict.

Colourful opening
Prior to the inauguralmatch, a colourful

displayofculturaldances,banddisplayaswell
DurandCup themesongs from iconic Papon
andRewbenMashangvaenthralled the jam-
packed audience till the arrival of Unionde-
fenseminister Rajnath Singh.ManipurChief
MinisterN. Biren Singh, a former footballer,

andGOCof EasternCommandwere among
thedignitaries attending thematch. Thede-
fenseministerlaudedthedevelopmentofthe
region, known amongst other things for its
sportingpedigreeandfootball fandom.
TheDurand Cup is Asia’s oldest and the

world’s thirdoldest football tournament,and
carries a legacy of being organized by the
IndianArmedForces,forover100years.Since
theinauguraleditioninShimlain1888,when
itstartedoffasanArmyCup,openonlytothe
BritishIndianArmytroopsinIndia,theDurand
Cuphasbeenopentocivilianteams,withwax-
ing andwaning interest over the years from
theleadingsidesof theday.
Namedafteritsfounder,MortimerDurand,

whoservedasforeignsecretaryofBritishIndia
from 1884 to 189, the iconic tournament
reached its 130th edition in 2021.Mohun
BaganandEastBengalhavebeenthemostsuc-
cessful teams,winning the tournament 16
times each. TheDurandCup's entry into the
north east thoughwas likehomecoming for
footballinapartofthecountrythatnursesthe
sport at its grassroots andwas gracedby the
DefenceMinister.
Thederbydone,thenextmatchinImhal

will be held onAugust 20 atMain Stadium
Khuman Lampakwith Chennaiyan FC tak-
ing on Army Red at 3 pm. Two teams will
make their first appearance in the tourna-
ment, as theKeralaBlasters takeonSudeva
FCofDelhiattheIndiraGandhiAthleticsta-
diuminGuwahati.

EPLVARofficial
Deanadmitserror
London: Mike Dean, the Video
AssistantReferee(VAR)inthePremier
Leaguematch between Chelsea and
TottenhamHotspur,saidonThursday
hemade thewrong callwhenSpurs'
Cristian Romero pulled Marc
Cucurella's hair. The foul was not
given by on-field referee Anthony
Taylor and Spurs profited as they
scoreda last-gaspequaliser to earna
point from a 2-2 draw at Stamford
Bridge on Sunday. Chelseamanager
Thomas Tuchel criticised Taylor and
Dean andCucurella said itwas "very
clear"Romero'sactionwasaredcard
offence. "Icouldnotawardafreekick
as VAR, but I could recommend to
Taylorthathevisit therefereereview
areatoconsiderapossiblered.”"Inthe
few seconds I had to study Romero
pullingCucurella'shair, Ididn'tdeem
itaviolentact. "I've sincestudied the
footage,spokentootherrefereesand,
upon reflection, I should have asked
Taylor to visit his pitch-sidemonitor
to takea look forhimself. The referee
on fieldalwayshas the final say."

REUTERS

Jakharwinsgoldin
ParashootingWC
Changwon: Pistol shooter Rahul
Jakharheldhisnerves toemergevic-
toriousinashoot-off as Indiaopened
their campaign at the 2022World
Shooting Para SportWorld Cup on a
resounding note by clinching three
medals, here on Thursday. Jakhar,
whoqualifiedinthesecondspotwith
a score of 574-14x, held off a deter-
mined Kim Jungam in the shoot-off
(3+3+2:3+3+0)towintheP3-Mixed
25mPistolSH1finals.TrailingJungam
throughout thefinal, the36-year-old
Indian kept his calm to equal the
scores 20-all in the last series of the
elimination round. "It was an amaz-
ing final. I am very happy towin the
golddespitefacingtwomalfunctions.
It was a good experience before the
all-importantWorldChampionships
in November," Jakhar told the
ParalympicCommitteeof India.. PTI

FifaWorldCupticket
salestop2.45million
London:World Cup ticket sales have
reached 2.45 million, FIFA said on
Thursday, withmore than 500,000
seats still available threemonths be-
fore the tournament starts in Qatar.
FIFAsaid520,000ticketswerebought
in a first-come, first-served phase of
sales that closed this week. Brazil's
games against Serbia and Cameroon
were among the most in-demand.
The top 10 places ranked by ticket
sales to their residents includeQatar
and neighboring countries Saudi
ArabiaandtheUnitedArabEmirates.
The United States, England, Mexico,
France, Argentina, Brazil and
Germanyarealsoon the list released
by FIFA. The cheapest tickets for fans
fromoutsideQatar are priced at 250
riyals(USD69).Fansneedaconfirmed
ticketpurchasetobookplacestostay
in Qatar through an official tourna-
mentwebsite. The 64-game tourna-
mentineightstadiumsinandaround
DohastartsonNov.20andhasatotal
capacityof about3million tickets.

AP

BRIEFLY

Erwee, lower order put South Africa ahead against England

Supreme Court stays CoA takeover
of Indian Olympic Association Neroca beat TRAU FC 3-1 in inaugural ‘Imphal derby’

ThestadiumpulsatedafterNEROCAnettedagoal16minutes intothematch,
whilemanyof theticketholderswereseenstill tryingtoget intothestadium.

Onreturnfrominjury,mediumpacerslowlygets intogroove;OpenersDhawan,Gill star in10-wicketwin

Easywarm-up for Chahar, India

Returningafterasix-month injury-layoff, DeepakChaharpickedup3wickets for
27againstZimbabwe. AP

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BIRMINGHAM,AUGUST18

INDIAFASTbowlerMohammedSirajwilljoin
the English county bandwagon as he gears
uptoplayWarwickshire'slastthreefirst-class
games inSeptember.
Siraj iscurrentlyplayingtheODIseries in

Zimbabwe but is not there in India's T20
schemeof things.
"Warwickshire County Cricket Club has

signed India international fast bowler
MohammedSirajforthefinalthreematches
oftheCountyChampionshipseason.The28-
year-oldwillarriveatEdgbastonaheadofthe
Bears home fixture against Somerset on
Monday, 12 September," the county club
stated inamediarelease.
Theright-armfastbowlertook4/66inthe

firstinningsofthefifthandfinalTestbetween
India and England at Edgbaston in July, be-
foreaddingafurthersixwicketsinthreeODI
matchesthat followed.
A natural swinger of the ball, Siraj has

playedforhiscountry26timesinallformats,
taking 56wickets. In total, he has taken403
wickets in 207 careermatcheswith 194 of
those in first-classcricket.
"I can't wait to join up with the Bears

squad. I have always enjoyed playing in
EnglandwithIndiaandI'mexcitedtoexperi-
enceCountyCricket,"Siraj said.
"Edgbaston is aworld class stadiumand

the atmosphere it created this year for the
Testwasspecial. I amreally looking forward
to making it my home in September and
hopefully helping the Bears end the season
well. "Iwould like toextendmygratitude to
bothWarwickshireCountyCricketCluband
BCCI for thisopportunity."
Paul Farbrace, Director of Cricket,

Warwickshire said: "Siraj is a fantastic addi-
tion to the squad andwe can't wait towel-
comehimtoWarwickshire.He is oneof the
best fastbowlers intheworldrightnowand
hisknowledgeandexperiencewillhelpbring
anaddeddimensiontoour line-up.
"It's been clear that we needed to

strengthenourbowlingattackforthecrucial
run-in period and I am excited to seewhat
Siraj can do in these three games." Sirajwill
be the second Indian player to represent
Warwickshire this season after Krunal
Pandya signedup for the Royal LondonCup
OneDayChampionship.

Siraj to play for
county side
Warwickshire

KuldeepYadavwasmakinganODI
comebackaftersixmonthstoo,but
therewasnexttonothingforhim
fromthepitch.Hedidhave
Chakabvaguessingwhichwayit
wouldturnandappearedtohave
caughthimdeadinfront,onlyfora
faintflickertoappearonthenoise-
meteruponreferral.

DURANDCUP

SarelErweescoredagritty73. Reuters

Thesepast twoweekshavebeen someof thebest days
ofmyentire life. I'mnot the sameman Iwasbefore this
trip, all thebeauty, love andpeacefulness I experienced
hasme feeling fully transformed.”

LEWISHAMILTON
AFTERHIS TRIP TOAFRICA

New Delhi
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THEREDDevilsopenedtheseasonundernew
managerErikTenHagwitha1-2homedefeat
toBrighton,whichwaspromptlyfollowedby
a 0-4 defensive disaster away at Brentford.
With ahomegameagainst Liverpool sched-
ulednext,thingscouldbecomeevenbleaker.
Without a league title innearly adecade,

and after givingup their regular place in the
UEFAChampions League, theUnited faithful
have turned on the ownership inwhat has
beenacomplicatedtenure.
Despite their lack of success on thepitch

andtheirevidentmismanagement,Unitedre-
mainoneof themostprofitablesports teams
ontheplanet.Theyarethefifth-mostvaluable
football teamaccording to the2022Deloitte
FootballMoney League andhave kept their
placeamongEurope’selite.
But their immense global fanbase, high

matchdayrevenue,andsolidcommercialop-
erationwereallestablishedbeforetheGlazers
tookover.Afterseeingthefamilyreaptheben-
efitsoftherevenuestreamsestablishedbefore,
withoutinvestingintotheclubthemselves,fan
sentiment couldnot beworse. According to
Twitter user andblogger Swiss Ramble and
The Independent’s findings of the club’s fi-
nances, it iseasytoseewhy.

Glazers’ appetite forprofit
The blogger has claimed that theGlazer

family has takenheaps ofmoney out of the
club–astaggeringapproximateof£1.1billion
since 2005 –which includes interest pay-
ments,loanrepayments,directors’fees,man-
agementconsultancyfees,anddividends.
To understand how much money the

GlazerscostUnited,threemajoraspectsmust
be taken into account – debt, interest pay-
ments,anddividends.
AsperTheIndependent,United,adebt-free

clubupuntil theGlazer takeover, hadahuge
£550millionloanloadedontoit,andthefigure
wentup toover £700million at onepoint in
2010.Despite variousmeans of refinancing,
United’s grossdebtwhichstoodat£604mil-
lion in theGlazers’ firstyear incharge, stands
at£592milliontoday,17yearslater.
The interest payments to service that

debt, which the Glazers saddled the club

with inordertofinancetheir takeover,have
been massively high. The Independent re-
ports that at their peak, interest payments
have crossed£40millionannually at a rate
of16.25%,andevenasof2021-22, theypaid
£18.2millionininterest.Thepublicationre-
ports that United have paid a total of £743
million in interest alone.
According to the SwissRamble’s analysis

ofownerfundingintoPremierLeagueteamsin
the last 10 years, owners at Chelsea,
ManchesterCity,andeventheAmericancap-
italists at Arsenal and Liverpool have put in
hundredsofmillions into their clubs, but the
Glazers have takenout £154million in divi-
dendsandsharebuybacks.OldTrafford,which
stillmakesmassivematchday revenue, has
seennoupgradesor improvements, and the
Glazers’capitalexpendituresfallbehindteams
likeLeicesterandFulham.
TheGlazerformulahasseeminglybeenre-

liantonthefactthatperformanceonthepitch
isnotrequiredtorunasuccessfulcommercial
operation,especiallyifitisalreadyinplace.But
theirunderperformanceonthepitchhasbe-
guntoaffecttheirrevenues.
TheSwissRambleanalysedthegrowthin

commercialrevenuesofthePremierLeague’s
‘BigSix.’Since2017,United’scommercialrev-
enuehastakenan£85millionhit,nearly15%,
andevenwithCovid-inducedlosses,thecom-
mercial revenue of Tottenham,Manchester
City,andLiverpoolhaveallincreasedbymore
than£90million.
Looking at the manner in which the

Glazershaverippedtheclubapart forprofit
(SwissRamblereportedthatatleastanaddi-
tional£465millionhavebeenmadewiththe
saleof ‘ClassA’sharesoverandabovethe£1.1
billionamountmentionedearlier),without
anyresultsonthepitch,fansentimentisun-
derstandable. ButwithUnited falling out of
the Champions League regularly, andwith
theirtrophycabinetemptysince2017,there
isanargumenttobemadethatthefinancial
healthof theclub,duetodecliningcommer-
cial revenueswhicharethebackboneof the
Glazers’ ownership,hasalsosuffered.

Footballing flaws
WhiletheGlazers’lackofinvestmentinthe

teamisobvious,theclub’smassivecommercial
revenueshavefilledintoensureamassive,al-
beitmisdirected transfer spendof over £850
millioninthelastfiveyears.It’sanareathat’sa
massivefailurefortheclub.
Theirrecruitmenthasnotonlybeenill-ad-

vised,but theyhavehadnotacticalblueprint
to accommodate even the right players that
comeinonbig-moneysignings.Theirreliance
onstar-powerinthistimehasfailedthem.
In an era of the Premier League domi-

nated by high-profile coaches that elite
teamsseeastheirbiggestassetnow,United
have not got it right in that department ei-
ther.Aspectacularlyunsuccessfulstintwith
Jose Mourinho between 2016-18 aside,
none of Europe’s big names have coached
the club, and the tactical rigidity of their
poorly assembled squad is telling.

ManchesterUnitedco-ownersAvramGlazer (left)andJoelGlazer.Reuters

AlookathowtheGlazerfamilyhasprofitedfromEPLgiants Manchester
United’scommercialoperationinthefaceofmediocrityonthepitch
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OLYMPIC CHAMPION and World
Championships silver medalist javelin
throwerNeeraj Choprawill decide onpar-
ticipatingat theLausanneDiamondLeague
to beheld onAugust 26 closer to the event,
it is learnt.
The Lausanne stopover of the Diamond

Leaguewill decide the top-six finalists for
the big final to be held in Zurich on
September6and7.
ChoprahadskippedtheCommonwealth

Games because of a groin strain which he
suffered during the final of theWorlds in
Eugene. Chopra is currently based in
Saarbrücken,Germany,alongwithhiscoach
Dr Klaus Bartonietz and physio Ishaan
Marwaha.
He has started light throwing sessions.

But itwill need a fewmoredays to assess if
his body is ready for all-out throws during
competition.
There is another Diamond League in

Brussels on September 2, but the men's
javelin throw isnotpart of theprogramme.
Chopra is currently 4th on the Diamond
Leaguestandingsafterhis secondplace fin-
ish at the StockholmDiamond League. But
Choprawillbelookingoverhisshoulderbe-
causeCzechRepublic'sVitezslavVeselyand
Finland's Oliver Helander, in seventh and
10thplaceswith5and4pointsrespectively,
canmove ahead of him if they finish in the
top5atLausanneandChopragivestheevent
amiss.TrinidadandTobago's2012Olympic
Champion KeshornWalcott also finds a
mention in the entry list for the Diamond
League.
Athletesaregiven8pointsto1pointde-

pending on where they finish in the
Diamond League events. The points col-
lected are added to decide on qualification
for the final.
After winning the silver at theWorld

Championships, Chopra had spoken about
the Diamond League title being the one he
wants to add to his CVwhich also includes
gold medals at the Asian Games and the
CommonwealthGames in2018.
Choprahadtweetedabouthisinjurysta-

tus when he pulled out of the
CommonwealthGames.
"Ihadbeenuncomfortableafter thepull

I felt inmygroinduringmy fourth throwat
theWorld Championships. Onhaving it in-
vestigatedmedicallyyesterdaybyagroupof
doctors here in the US, aminor strainwas
discovered and I have been advised to un-
dergo rehabilitation and give it rest for the

next fewweeks,"Choprahad tweeted.
Chopra had also Tweeted a picture of

him,coachBartonietzandphysioMarwaha
withformershotputterandpoliticianAnke
RehlingeronAugust10. "Abig thankyou to
Anke Rehlinger, Minister-President of
Saarlandandaformerathlete, forhostingus
at her residence. It was refreshing to take a
break from training and rehab to share sto-
ries from our time on the track and field,"
Choprahadtweeted.
After reports of scanswere done in the

USA, Chopra travelled for rehabilitation to
SaarbruckeninSaarlandwhereheisunder-
going rehabilitation.
The Stockholm event in June was

Chopra's firstDiamondLeaguecompetition
in nearly four years. He broke the national
recordfor thesecondtimeinamonthwith
an opening throw of 89.94 metres in
Stockholm.
TheOlympicChampionfinishedsecond

to world champion Anderson Peters in
Stockholm. Itwas the first timehehad fin-
ished inthetopthree inaDiamondLeague
event.
Peters who is third on the Diamond

League standings is unlikely to figure in the
Diamond League finals in Zurich as he suf-
fered injuries after hewas beaten up on a
boat onwhich a partywas being held and
thrownoverboard.Petershadissuedastate-
ment after the incident inwhich he said 'it
will bea longroadto full recovery'.

Chopra yet to take a call
on Diamond League

ThereisanotherDiamondLeaguein
BrusselsonSeptember2,butthe
men'sjavelinthrowisnotpartofthe
programme.Chopraiscurrently4th
ontheDiamondLeaguestandings
afterhissecondplacefinishatthe
StockholmDiamondLeague

Nadal loses on
return, says will
be ready in time
for US Open

REUTERS
AUGUST18

RAFAELNADALwasnottoodownheartedby
defeatattheCincinnatiOpenonWednesday
after the Spaniard lost 7-6(9) 4-6 6-3 to
Borna Coric on his return from a six-week
injury layoff.
Nadal,whowillaimforarecord-extend-

ing 23rd Gram Slam title at the U.S. Open,
had not played a competitivematch since
pulling out of his Wimbledon semi-final
againstNickKyrgiosduetoanabdominalin-
jury inearly July.
The36-year-oldalsowithdrewfromlast

week's ATPMasters event inMontreal due
totheissuebutdidnotseemhamperedbyit
against formerworldnumber12Coric, and
insteadputhisdefeatdowntoalackof time
on court. "Obviously I didn't playmy best
match, something that can happen," Nadal
toldreporters."Socomingbackfromatough
periodof time, something that's easy toac-
ceptandeasytosaycongratstoBornathathe
played better. I need to improve. I need to
practise. Ineedtoreturnbetter. Ineeddays,
and that's the truth. It's obvious that I was
not readyenoughtowin thematch today.
"(It)hasbeenadifficult injurytomanage.

Thelastmonthandahalfhaven'tbeeneasy."
Flushing Meadows has been a happy

huntinggroundforNadal,whohaswonthe
U.S.Openfourtimes, the last titlecomingin
2019.Hewillundergoteststoconfirmevery-
thing is finewith the injury, which he said
still created doubt in his mind during his
servicemotion. "I ampositive," he said. "In
terms of practice, I need to start to be in a
GrandSlammode,practising theway that I
needtopractise tobecompetitivesince the
beginning there, and I hope Iwill be able to
make thathappen.

Poordecision-making, greed
root causeofUnited’s crisis

RafaelNadal returnsagainstBorna
CoriconThursday.USAToday

The Inspire Institute of Sport was dedicated to the
nation in 2018 with the vision to ensure that our
national anthem plays on repeat and the tricolour
flies high at global sporting events.

We collaborate with partners across the sports
ecosystem to provide all Indian athletes access to
quality infrastructure and training support, enabling
them to perform stride by stride against the best in
the world and craft victories for the nation.

The fruits of our collective labour are now making the
world take notice of Indian sport and athletes.

The wins at the Commonwealth Games 2022 are
just the beginning. It’s now time to reach newer
milestones leading up to the Asian Games in 2023
and the Olympic Games in 2024.

Kyunki ab #RuknaNahiHai

New Delhi
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