
Russia will pull out of the In-
ternational Space Station af-
ter 2024 and focus on build-
ing its own orbiting outpost,
the country’s new space
chief said on Tuesday amid
high tensions between Mos-
cow and the West over the
fi�ghting in Ukraine.

Yuri Borisov, appointed
this month to lead the state
space agency, Roscosmos,
said during a meeting with
President Vladimir Putin
that Russia will fulfi�ll its obli-
gations to its partners before
it leaves.

“The decision to leave the
station after 2024 has been
made,” Mr. Borisov said, ad-
ding: “I think that by that
time we will start forming a
Russian orbiting station.”

Mr. Borisov’s statement
reaffi�rmed previous declara-
tions by Russian space offi�-
cials about Moscow’s inten-
tion to leave the space

station after 2024 when the
current international arran-
gements for its operation
end.

NASA and other interna-
tional partners hope to keep
the space station running
until 2030, while the Rus-
sians have been reluctant to
make commitments beyond
2024.

The space station is joint-
ly run by the space agencies
of Russia, the U.S., Europe,
Japan and Canada. The fi�rst

piece was put in orbit in
1998, and the outpost has
been continuously inhabited
for nearly 22 years. It is used
to conduct scientifi�c re-
search in zero gravity and
test out equipment for fu-
ture space journeys.

It typically has a crew of
seven, who spend months at
a time aboard the station as
it orbits about 400 km from
Earth. Three Russians, three
Americans and one Italian
are now on board.
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