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Days ahead of
CWG, another
Indian athlete
fails dope test

ANDREW AMSAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

DAYS AHEAD of the
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, UK, another mem-
ber of India’s 4x100m women'’s
relay squad has tested positive
for banned substances in tests
conducted by the National Anti-
Doping Agency (NADA).

Less than a week ago,
sprinter Dhanalaksmi, who was
also part of the 4x100m relay
team, and triple-jump national
record holder Aishwarya Babu
had failed their drug tests.

Confirming the latest devel-
opment, a top official of the
Athletics Federation of India
(AFI), who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said, “Yes, the athlete
has tested positive and we will
follow the procedure.”

The sprinter, who was a na-
tional camper two years ago, was
a late inclusion in the squad for
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Neeraj Chopra in action during the javelin finals at the World Athletics Championships at Eugene in Oregon, US. Reuters
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19 YEARS AFTER ANJU BOBBY GEORGE’S LONG JUMP BRONZE

Neeraj comes from behind to nail silver,
India’s best showing in World Athletics

After regaining lost fitness, javelin star betters Tokyo Olympics performance with 88.13 m effort

NIHALKOSHIE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

TILL THE halfway mark of the
World Athletics Championship
javelin throw final at Eugene in
USA, India’s Olympic gold
medallist Neeraj Chopra was in
fourth place. Known to throw his
bestin the first attempt, Chopra’s
chances of landing on the
podium looked remote.

The commentators had al-
ready started to talk about the
impact of extended celebrations

and the series of felicitations on
the latest Indian superstar’s
training. India’s only previous
medal at the Worlds had come
19 years ago — and the wait
seemed set to get longer.

But those in the 24-year-old’s
inner circle say that he has it in
him torise to the occasion. They
call it the “Neeraj Chopra in the
stadium button”. When
switched on, the javelin thrower
from Haryana goes blind to the
surroundings, doesn’t even look
at his coach Klaus Bartonietz,
whossits in the stands.

Before his fourth throw,
Chopra went into that rarefied
zone. He went about his routine
with head down. And it was only
when he saw the javelin fly from
his hand and knew that this was
sure to get him a medal, he let
out a roar. It silenced the
doubters and sceptics.

After starting with a foul and
two modest throws of 82.39m
and 86.37 metres, Chopra
stormed back with an 88.13 m
effort. [t was animprovement on
his gold-medal winning distance
of 87.58 m at the Tokyo Games,

but he was still a distant second
to Grenada’s Anderson Peters.

While Chopra has never
recorded a 90 m throw, Peters,
also 24 years old, crossed the fa-
bled mark three times just in
Sunday’s final. It was his mon-
strous final attempt of 90.54 that
ensured him the gold.

After securing India’s first-
ever World Championship silver
medal — Anju Bobby George
had got a long jump bronze back
in 2003 — Chopra spoke about
the level of competition he had
to face.

“You have to understand that
every time you cannot win a
gold. There will be a day when
you may not even win a medal.
You have to keep on working
hard. I will try to do better than
whatIdid here. Peters threw re-
ally well. Three throws over 90
metres is difficult. I was feeling
like [ had a good throw coming. [
am satisfied India has won a
medal afteralong time,” he said.

The wind conditions made
things tough for the throwers,
Chopra said. “It was a tough

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

MSME CRISIS

Hit by Covid, small
& micro units wait
for Rs 8.7 lakh cr

in pending dues

Delayed payments stall sector’s
revival after deep pandemic losses

MIHIR MISHRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

ACRITICAL problem faced by the
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector is de-
layed payments. It's the smallest
establishments — the microand
small units — which have been
hit the hardest post-Covid with
their pending dues touching
Rs 8.73 lakh crore, almost 80 per
cent of the total pending for the
entire MSME sector until 2021.

Delayed payments, as per-
centage of sales, has seena sharp
spike from 46.16 per centin 2020
to0 65.73 per cent in 2021 for the
“micro” segment and from 28.85
per cent to 31.10 per cent for
“small” units, according to a re-
port by the Bengaluru-based
Global Alliance for Mass
Entrepreneurship shared with
the Union MSME Ministry.

DELAYED PAYMENT
AS % OF SALES

H2019 Total
2020 Pending:
2021

10.7 lakh

Small Medium

Micro

However, the rise in delayed
payments as a percentage of
sales has been much lower for
“medium” segment units, up
from 24.02 per cent in 2020 to
25.20 per cent in 2021.

Micro units are those with in-
vestments up to Rs 1 crore and

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

DELAYED PAYMENTS BY SECTOR
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Adhir for dialogue to
break House gridlock,
says Speaker must call
meeting of all parties

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

WITH THE first week of the
Monsoon Session of Parliament
ending in a washout as the
Opposition locked horns with
the government over its demand
foran urgent discussion on price
rise and the hike in GST rates, the
Congress today demanded that
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla con-
vene ameeting of the floor lead-
ers to find a way out.

Talking to The Indian Express,
Congress leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said a
middle path or an alternative so-
lution could be found through
discussions and argued that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
himself has always spoken about
the importance of dialogue and
deliberations in democracy.

While the Opposition has
been demanding an immediate
discussion on price rise and the

THE WORLD

AFTER MISSILE

Fourth monkeypox case is in Delhi;
patient has no foreign travel history

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE FOURTH case of monkey-
poxin the country has been con-
firmed in Delhi — importantly, in
anindividual who has no history
of international travel. The three
earlier cases, all in Kerala, had
been detected in individuals
who had arrived from the UAE.
Late on Sunday night, PTI re-
ported a suspected case in

Nolonger
o imported

EXPLAINED

THE DELHI case suggests
the first instance of local
human-to-human trans-
mission of the disease in
India. The three previous
cases were detected in
three districts of Kerala in
persons with history of
travel to the UAE.

Telangana's Kamareddy district,
quoting state health officials.
This individual, 40, had arrived
from Kuwait on July 6, developed
a fever on July 20, and broken
into arash on July 23, the report
quoted State Director of Public
Health G Srinivasa Rao as saying.
If confirmed, the Telangana case
would be the fifth in India.

The Delhi case, a 34-year-old
man from West Delhi’s Paschim
Vihar, was admitted to the
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Free, but Burkapal tribals too broken to even hold grudge
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hike in GST rates of essential com-
modities, the government has
maintained that it is ready for a
discussion, butitcanbe held only
after Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman recovers from Covid.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

rested under UAPA in the 2017
Burkapal Maoist attack case, he
had a wife — and two little girls
aged 3 and 1. After being acquit-
ted along with 112 other accused
lastweekend, he went to visit his
mother.

“There was a girl sitting next
to my mother, and I asked who
shewas,” Hunga said. “When my

mother replied it was my
younger daughter, I could not
hold back my tears.”

In the five years he spent in
prison, Hunga has lost part of his
vision, much of his strength, and
his wife. “Tribal custom gives
women the freedom to leave a
marriage. With no one to take
care of them, why would they
stay? Almost all our wives left for
other men,” he said.

Acquitted for lack of evidence
five years and two months after
they were jailed, the tribal men of

Accused of carrying out the
2017 Burkapal Maoist attack,
the tribals were acquitted for
lack of evidence. Gargi Verma

Burkapal have returned to up-
ended lives, empty homes, and a
bleak future. On Saturday, when
The Indian Express visited the vil-
lage, the men weresitting together
discussing finances —and the lives
of the children their mothers had
abandoned in the village.
“Inthese five years, everyone
has had to spend much more
than they can afford. We are
working out who owes how
much to whom,” Hunga said.
Burkapal, located 72 km from
the district headquarters Sukma,

is close to where Maoists killed 25
personnel of the CRPF's 74th bat-
talionon April 24,2017,and looted
their weapons and ammunition.
Police subsequently arrested 127
people, including 6 minors, from
several villages in the area for al-
legedly helping the attackers.
Hunga said security person-
nel had taken away his elder
brother Baman Madkami from
his hut the day after the incident.
“I never saw Baman after that.
Almost a week later, I was told by
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Pay flag fee,
shopkeepers
in J&K told;
voluntary,
says govt

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 24

AS PART of a nationwide pro-
gramme for Independence Day,
shopkeepers in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag were told to
pay Rs 20 as a “deposit fee” for
the tricolour or face action.
Subsequently, a senior district of-
ficial clarified that the flag cam-
paign was purely voluntary.

On Friday, the Anantnag Chief
Education Officer (CEO)issued a
circular for schools in the district,
asking students and teachers to
pay the Rs 20 fee. This circular
was withdrawn after being
shared widely on social media.

The announcement for shop-
keepers was made from a loud-
speaker-equipped vehicleinthe
district in South Kashmir.

Anantnag Deputy
Commissioner Dr Piyush Singla
Sunday said this had taken place
without his permission and that

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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MUMBAI, JULY 24

THEY FIRST came up in the late
19th century — in Mumbai’s
open-air markets, trading hubs,
popular commute routes and
busy junctions — in a philan-
thropic effort to make drinking
water available to all. Now, they
are making a comeback.
Mumbai’s civic body is plan-
ning to restore 18 ‘pyaus’ across
South Mumbai and, in the
process, create a heritage tourist

circuit of these structures. Pyats
are drinking water fountains.
Some were constructed with
troughs for horses and cattle.

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) is expected
to carry out this restoration proj-
ect — in the making for a num-
ber of years now — across Colaba
and Bandra areas.

As an extension of this proj-
ect, BMCis also considering trac-
ing pyaus that have disappeared
over the years and marking
them with plaques or dummy
installations, said an official of

the corporation.

According to experts work-
ing on the project with BMC,
80-100 pyaus may have disap-
peared over the years. Some of
these have been traced with the
help of oral history, and by scan-
ning old photographs and films.

The idea was mooted in 2018.
Vaastu Vidhaan, a firm working
for heritage conservation, sub-
mitted a proposal to the civic
body for mapping 22 existing
pyaus, which could be restored
to create a heritage circuit.

Two years later, BMIC picked

Madhavdas Kothari Pyau at Dhobi Talao, Metro Junction. BMC

four pyaus from this list of 22 —
all housed in Veermata Jijabai
Bhosle Udyan in Byculla — and
began the process to restore
them.

Over the past three years, it
has also been separately restor-
ing other pyaus across the city —
the Vaswani pyau on Mint road,
the Anand Vitthal Koli pyau on
Gokhale Road, the Madhudas
Kothari pyau at Dhobi Talao near
Metro junction and the Kothari
pyau opposite GPO in Fort. These
are not part of the list of 18 in the
current heritage circuit plan.

New Delhi

Drinking water to flow in Mumbai’s heritage fountains

Rahul Chemburkar from
Vaastu Vidhaan, who spear-
headed the restoration project,
said: “Pyaus are an important as-
pect of Mumbai's socio-cultural
history. Not only were they an
expression of philanthropy, but
are anicon of equality. Moreover,
water is an integral socio-cul-
tural element and pyaus express
this. This concept inspired the
idea of restoring them in an ef-
fort to preserve the historical
identity of the city.”

Some of the pyaus up for
restoration date back as far as the

again

late 1800s, inscriptions on them
show. These are some of them
(among those mentioned in
Chemburkar’s proposal to BMC):
Sir Cowasji Jehangier's Fountain
at Dhobi Talao constructed in
1865; the Kessowji Naik pyau at
Masjid Bunder (1876); the pyau
at Don Taki in Kamathipura
(1901); the Nawab Ali Ayaaz
pyau and Sir Cowasji Jehangir's
fountain, both at Mazgaon
(1865); the Seth Devram
Keshawji Contractor pyau at at
Maheshwari Udyan (1943).
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Neeraj Chopra
nails silver

competition and all were good
athletes. The wind was in my
face (he was throwing into a
headwind). So, it was difficult.
But it was alearning experience.
Iwas putting in the effort (in the
first three rounds) but it (a big
throw) didn’t happen,” he said.

In the days following the
Tokyo gold, Chopra was in no
shape to be on the World
Championship podium. His
cheat day had extended to sev-
eral weeks as India poured love
on its first-ever athletics gold
medallist. There were many din-
ner invites. At one such high-
profile feast, a chief minister
himself prepared a rich spread
for him. The diet chart that
Chopra had followed in the days
before the Olympics was ripped
apart.

Butonce Chopra, Bartonietz,
and long-time physio Ishaan
Marwaha landed in California
for off-season training in
December, Project World
Championship beganin earnest.

“It was almost like starting
from zero because there was a
four-month gap, he was over-
weight, and had puton about 12
to 14 kilograms,” Marwaha said.

The days of toil paid off. Since
Chopra isn’t an outright power
thrower, he relies on flexibility.
For that, he improved arm
speed, hip mobility, and ankle
strength. The result was a finer
technique and, in turn, more en-
ergy to sustain him through the
six rounds.

“In the initial competitions,
he used to get tired very fast. This
year, he is not as exhausted as
before (at the end of a competi-
tion). The reason for that is his
throw is more efficient and his
body flows well,” Marwaha told
The Indian Express.

Almost every coach or
trainer that Chopra has worked
with has mentioned his com-
mitment and attitude. “He is
over-enthusiastic in training,. It
is not that I tell him that ‘you
have to do 10 minutes’ and he
will step down at 9 minutes and
50 seconds. It will always be 10
minutes or beyond 10 minutes.
That makes him different from
other athletes, you need that
dedication level,” Marwaha said.

Before this World
Championship final, Chopra’s
trophy cabinet at his home in
Haryana's Khandra village had
the gold medals he won at the
junior World championships,
Commonwealth Games, Asian
Games, and the Olympics.
Chopra had secured all those
top-of-the-podium positions
with a spectacular first throw.

At Eugene on Sunday, he
fouled his first throw. But when
it came to the crunch, he deliv-
ered. The silver proved that
Chopraisnoflashinthe panora
one-trick pony.

Indian athlete
fails dope test

the July 28 to August 8 event.
With her failing the drug test,
the Indian women’s 4x100m re-
lay squad has been left high and
dry just four days ahead of the
competition.

Since two out of the six
members of the relay squad
have now failed the tests, the
Indian team will have no injury
cover. There is a possibility that
100m hurdler Jyothi Yarraji and
long jumper Ancy Sojan, who
are part of the CWG squad, will
be roped in as backup runners.

This has been the worst year

for Indian athletics since the
2011 doping scandal when six
quarter-milers, including mem-
bers of the 2010 CWG and Asian
gold-winning women’s team,
failed tests. The then 400m na-
tional coach Yuri Ogordnik was
sacked and top athletes were
banned.

Since the Tokyo Olympics
last year, at least nine athletes
have tested positive for banned
substances, including two who
represented India in Japan. The
list of dope offenders this sea-
son, apart from this week’s
names, include discus thrower
Kamalpreet Kaur (6th at Tokyo),
Shivpal Singh (India’s second-
best javelin thrower after Neeraj
Chopra), M R Poovamma (three-
time Asian Games 4x400m re-
lay champion), javelin thrower
Rajender Singh, and young
Taranjeet Kaur, who won the
100m and 200m U-23 national
titles.

India has the third highest
number of doping cases, accord-
ing to the latest World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) report
released in 2021. With 152 cases
across sporting disciplines, the
country is only below leaders
Russia (167) and Italy (157).

The Indian Express had on
May 10 reported how one of the
country’s top 400m women
runners evaded dope testers, in-
cluding those from the Athletics
Integrity Unit, for over a month.

House gridlock:
Call for dialogue

“Nirmala Sitharaman is not
our enemy. She is like our sister.
We are not saying that she be
called to Parliament and a dis-
cussion be held now. Let her re-
cover completely. We are saying
either the government agrees on
a date for the discussion... or
start the discussion now. Any
other senior minister can reply.
We are not insisting that
Sitharaman should reply. Or let
the discussion take place and
she can reply later once she re-
covers,” he said.

“What [ mean to say is that
some way out can be found, but
there has to be a dialogue. It is
the responsibility of the govern-
ment to ensure that the House
functions smoothly...Solutions
can be found if both sides sit to-
gether and have a discussion.
But the government only be-
lieves in accusing the Opposition
of not letting the House function.
That is far from the truth,”
Chowdhury added.

Pointing out that the govern-
ment often tells other countries
that all disputes should be re-
solved through dialogue,
Chowdhury said, “Why is this
mantra not being implemented
in the House? The government
can hold a dialogue with the
Opposition. At the all-party
meeting, Rajnath Singh said the
government was willing for a
discussion on all issues. He said
the government was even pre-
pared for a discussion on the
Agnipath scheme. Now the gov-
ernment is saying the matter is
sub-judice. In India, everything
is sub-judice. Most of the issues
are in court. That way,
Parliament will not be able to
discuss anything,” he said.

Chowdhury pointed out that
the government had briefed the
parliamentary consultative
committee on defence about the
Agnipath scheme. “If it was sub-
judice, how was it discussed in
the consultative committee?
Outside Parliament, your lead-
ers say Agnipathis arevolution-
ary scheme. Then why shy away

from a discussion in the
House?,” he asked.

Heritage ‘pyaus’
in Mumbai

A senior civic official from
BMC's heritage department
said: “BMC began the restora-
tion process with these four
pyaus, and several smaller proj-
ects were undertaken to restore
them across the city. Going for-
ward, the plan is to restore the
remaining 18 together, so that
the circuit can be launched. The
costing for the project is under-
way, on the basis of which ad-
ministrative approval will be
sought. Because of the magni-
tude of the project, we had ear-
lier decided to take it up in parts,
and pyaus were restored as iso-
lated projects too.”

4th monkeypox
case is in Delhi

capital's Lok Nayak hospital two
days ago with rashes and a fever
that had lasted two weeks. “We
suspected that he had monkey-
pox and admitted him to our iso-
lation ward. He has now tested
positive for the infection. He is
being given symptomatic treat-
ment,” a hospital official said.

The man had travelled to
Himachal Pradesh before falling
sick, officials said. District surveil-
lance teams were looking into
the possibility of his having con-
tracted the infectionin that state,
or from a friend he had been in
contact with, the officials said.

The friend too has reported a
history of fever. It is yet to be de-
termined whether the friend had
travelled overseas.

The surveillance teams have
sofaridentified 13 contacts of the
case, most of them family mem-
bers and the doctor who initially
treated the patient. The contacts
have been asked to remain in
quarantine at home, officials
said.

“Further public health inter-
ventions like identification of the
source of infection, enhanced
contact tracing, testing sensitisa-
tion of private practitioners, etc.
are being carried out. A high-
level review of the situation has
been planned by DGHS
(Directorate General of Health
Services),” the Union Health
Ministry said in a statement.

At the meeting held later on
Sunday, the joint monitoring
group stressed the importance
of aggressive contact tracing by
district health authorities.

A senior Himachal Pradesh
government official said the state
was in the process of confirming
the patient's travel history, fol-
lowing which “further meas-
ures” would be initiated.

“We have received informa-
tion through media reports that
the person diagnosed with mon-
keypox in Delhi had travelled to
Manali earlier. We are in the
process of confirming his travel
history. The medical teams are
on alert, and once the patient's
visitis confirmed, further meas-
ures will be taken. The situation
is under control,” Subhasish
Panda, Principal Secretary,
Health, said.

On Saturday, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) de-
clared monkeypox to be a “pub-
lic health emergency of interna-
tional concern”, a description
that it uses for only two other dis-
eases, Covid-19 and polio.

“We have an outbreak that
has spread around the world
rapidly through new modes of
transmission, about which we
understand too little, and which
meets the criteria (for the desig-
nation),” WHO director general
Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said.

More than 16,000 cases of
monkeypox infection have been
reported from 75 countries
around the world. Globally, the
bulk of the infections outside
Africahave been detected inmen
who have sex with men (MSM).

India’s first monkeypox case
was reported on July 14, in a 35-
year-old man who had returned
to Kerala from the UAE. On July
18, Kerala confirmed its second
case, in a 31-year-old male who
had arrived in Kannur from
Dubai on July 13, and on Friday,
the third case was confirmed —
in a 35-year-old man who had
come to Malappuram from the
UAE onJuly 6.

A multi-disciplinary team
from the Centre was sent to
Kerala to coordinate public
health measures after the first
case was detected.

Monkeypox is a viral infec-
tion that is mainly transmitted
from animals to humans. The
firsthuman case was reported in
1970in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, and the disease
subsequently became endemic
to several West and Central
African countries.

Human-to-human transmis-
sion has been previously limited,
as the smallpox vaccine used for
the eradication of the disease in
the 1970s also protects against
monkeypox. Among humans,
monkeypox spreads through
close contact with someone who
has a monkeypox rash, but sci-
entists are now looking at sexual
transmission of the disease.

The most common symp-
toms of monkeypox include
fever, headaches, muscle aches,
back pain, low energy, and
swollen lymph nodes, along with
pox rashes that last for two to
three weeks. It is a self-limiting
disease, but canlead todeath es-
pecially in children and those
with weak immune systems.
Complications of the infection
include pneumonia, secondary
skin infections, confusion, and
eye problems.

(WITHENS SHIMLA)

Burkapal tribals:

Free but broken

the village kotwar that Baman's
body had been found in a ditch
close to where the attack had oc-
curred,” he said.

Hunga himself fled to Andhra
Pradesh, where he worked as a
daily-wage labourer for about a
month. Then, when he felt things
had quietened down somewhat,
he returned to the village.

On June 3, according to the
villagers, local CRPF personnel
sent word of animportant meet-
ing. “Our sarpanch said it was
mandatory to attend. We
thought we would get jobs to
build a road — and when my
name was called out fromallist, I
waselated,” Linga Sodhi(38),one
of the acquitted men, said.

Names of 38 othermenand 2
teenagers were called out that
night, and they were called to the
CRPF camp. “There, we were
bundledintoa police vehicle and
taken for a medical test,” Sodhi
said. “Even at that time, I did not
realise we were being arrested. [
thought it was part of the recruit-
ment process.”

Hunga toowas in the group of
39 men. “Irealised what was hap-
pening when we were taken for
the medical check-up,” he said.

Then began the tribals' long
struggle for justice. The village
rallied around to fight for the men
in jail. “We sold our cows, pigs,
our land, and whatever else we
had that was of value. We raised
whatever we could to help those
who were in jail,” Madkami
Linga, a village elder, said.

Muchaki Nanda, now 20, had
to drop out of school after his fa-
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turnover of less than Rs 5 crore.
For small units, the investment
limit is at Rs 10 crore and a
turnover is pegged at less than
50 crore. A unit is termed
medium if it has investments
of up to Rs 20 crore with a
turnover of less than Rs 100
crore.

Delayed payments — from
customers in the private sector,
government departments and
public sector undertakings —
are an impediment to the re-
vival of smaller units.

ACrisil report showed that
more than a quarter of India’s
MSMEs lost market share of
over 3 per cent due to the pan-
demic. And half of them suf-
fered a contraction in their
earning margins because of a
sharp rise in commodity prices
during 2021 fiscal, compared
with 2020. This is exacerbated
by delayed payments.

“It is easy to ascertain the
payment owed to the govern-
ment sector but not to the pri-
vate sector and there are rea-
sons. One, we cannot ask the
private sector to share a list
and, second, the MSME units,
too, would not want to com-
plain about their clients to
avoid hurting their working re-
lationship,” said a senior gov-

Hit by Covid, small & micro units wait
for Rs 8.7 lakh crore in pending dues

REASONS FOR DELAY
Mutually Fund Delayin Buyer
agreed shortage  invoice dissatisfied
delayed atbuyers’ submission by product
payments: end: 141% quality:
44% 16.7% 8%
o —_— Reconciliati
L onin
progress:
3.6%
Incomplete
[ GST
Others: MSME status compliance
73% unknown to buyer: by seller:
2.7% 3.6%
ernment official. Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)

The government, in 2020,
had asked both PSUs and the
top 500 companies to clear
their dues to units in the sec-
tor. This was done as part of the
government's plan to ensure
enough liquidity for MSME
units along with a credit facil-
ity for the sector under the
Emergency Credit Line

scheme.

Despite various diktats
from the Centre, the value of
delayed payments to the
MSME sector has increased to
Rs 10.7 lakh crore until the end
of calendar year 2021, accord-
ing to the report.

About 81 per cent of the to-
tal amount is owed to small

and micro enterprises: Rs4.29
lakh crore to small enterprises
and Rs 4.44 lakh crore to micro
enterprises.

Highlighting the severity of
the problem, the report says,
median debtor days beyond
the legally recommended 45-
day period for micro enter-
prises in 2020-21 was 6.5
months (195 days), compared
to two months (68 days) for
small enterprises; and 1.5
months (47 days) for medium
enterprises.

Nitin Gadkari, then minis-
ter for MSME, had flagged way
back in mid-2020 that state
and Central governments, their
ministries and PSUs, and ma-
jorindustries combined owed
anestimated Rs 5 lakh crore to
MSMEs.

According to information
from the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme
Implementation, the share of
MSME in India's manufactur-
ing output during FY'20 was
36.9 per cent and the share of
export of specified MSME-re-
lated products to all-India ex-
ports during FY21 was 49.5 per
cent, as per information from
Directorate General of
Commercial Intelligence and
Statistics.

ther, Muchaki Mukka, was ar-
rested. He had some education,
so he became the village's princi-
pal point of contact with the im-
prisoned men.

“l attended court hearings,
went to meet my father and the
others,and talked to the lawyer. |
had no time left for studying any
more,” Nanda said. When the
Covid-19 pandemic hitand pub-
lic transport stopped, he walked
for three days to the central jail in
Jagdalpur, 180 km away.

In September 2020, then
Chhattisgarh DGP D M Awasthi
wrote to Bastar IG P Sundarraj
asking him to ensure a fair trial
for those who had been arrested.
The trial, which had been crawl-
ing, thereafter picked up pace.
The case of the tribals was
strengthened after 20 out of the
45 prosecution witnesses turned
hostile in court. Finally, on July 15
this year, the NIA court in
Dantewada acquitted 121 ac-
cused.

“We got to know on July 16,a
day after the order was passed.
We were told that we would be
allowed to leave the following
day. After I was released, I bor-
rowed some money and went
straight to my home, only to find
that my land and pigs had been
sold.Ihave nothing left. My body
has aged and become weak in
these years, and farming seems
too strenuous now,” Madkami
Linga (42) said.

With both her parents gone,
Hunga's older daughter suffered
anillness and turned into a para-

plegic. Baman's wife had died in
2015,and his children, thenaged
8and 6, left the village to fend for
themselves in Geedam, 75 km
away. “The older boy works after
school to take care of his and his
sibling's needs. I don't have any-
thing to offer them,” Hunga said.

There is disappointment
over lost years and destroyed
lives, but those who have been
released do not want to blame
anyone. “We are in no condition
to hold grudges. At least we are
alive.lam glad we finally got out,
it thought I would die there,”
Sodhi Linga said.

Human Rights activist Bela
Bhatia, who legally represented
some of the acquitted men, said:
“There are several such cases
where following an attack, local
tribals are booked alongwith
named Maoists. This case, in
which 121 have been acquitted,
underlines the draconian pow-
ers that UAPA gives the police,
where one can be arrested
merely on suspicion. Once ar-
rested, they become embroiled
in the complicated legal proce-
dure, which takes time and re-
sources to fight through. These
people have managed to come
out, but several others are still
languishing in jails.”

Bastar IG P Sundarraj said:
“The caseis notyet closed as over
139 named Maoists are abscond-
ing. We had arrested these peo-
ple based on evidence that they
were aiding a banned organisa-
tion. Once we get the certified
copy of the order, we will take le-

gal opinion on the future course
of action. As of now, we are try-
ing to nab the main culprits, the
Maoists.”

Flag campaign
voluntary: J&K

the personresponsible — the an-
nouncer — has been suspended.

Before his clarification, the
following message went out
through the loudspeakers on
Saturday: “By order of the
Anantnag District
Administration, every shop-
keeper is asked to deposit Rs 20
in the office that gives them
trade license. It is possible that
one who doesn't deposit Rs 20
can face action. So to save them-
selves and complete this formal-
ity, they should deposit Rs 20.”

The Centre’s nationwide ‘Har
GharTiranga’ campaign seeks to
encourage people to hoist the
national flag on August 15.

In Bijbehara town of the dis-
trict in south Kashmir, shop-
keepers were told to deposit the
money by Monday noon. The
announcement did not specify
what action could be taken
against those failing to comply.

It came after schools in
Budgam district were told to col-
lect Rs 20 from students and
staff members.

"As per the directions of the
Chief Education Officer Budgam,
all the HOIs (Heads of
Institutions) of this zone are
asked to collect Rs 20 per head
from the students and staff

members of the school to de-
posit the saem in ZEO office
within four days,” reads the cir-
cular issued by the Zonal
Education Officer in Chadoora,
Budgam. “In case of more than
one student belonging to the
same family, charges from only
one student can be collected as
per instructions.”

This circular was issued last
week.

Kashmir School Education
Director Tasaduq Hussain Mir
did not respond to multiple calls
seeking comment.

Reacting to the public an-
nouncement and the circular,
former Chief  Minister
Mehbooba Mulfti said “patriot-
ism comes naturally and can’t be
imposed”.

“The manner in which J&K
admin s forcing students, shop-
keepers and employees to pay
for the national flag to hoist it as
if Kashmir is an enemy territory
needs to be captured. Patriotism
comes naturally and can't be im-
posed,"” Mufti tweeted while
sharing avideo of the publican-
nouncement.

Anantnag Deputy
Commissioner Singla said the
announcement was made with-
out authorisation.

“(There was) No sanction to
such kind of announcement
from administration,” Singla told
The Indian Express. “Itis purely a
voluntary campaign. Announcer
did it on his own.”

He said the announcer has
been placed under suspension.
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Labour Resources Department
Bihar SKkill Development Mission

Advertisement for Empanelment under RTD Scheme
(A Continuous Empanelment Process unless withdrawn)

eligible

(Industries/

For more details please visit: www.skillmissionbihar.org

Employers/

This is an ongoing (Continuous) empanelment process first published vide notice
No.BSDM/RFP/12/2018 dated 16.03.2018 and proposal can be submitted during office
hours at Bihar Skill Development Mission,5th Floor, Niyojan Bhawan, Patna.

The project details, application procedure, eligibility criteria, evaluation methodology,
terms & conditions and the scope of work are detailed in the scheme document which can
be seen or downloaded from the “TENDERS or IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION Section”

of our website: http://www.skillmissionbihar.org. Special Secretary,

Labour Resources Department,
Government of Bihar

HR-Placement

Notice No: BSDM/RFP/12/2018 (Letter No. BSDM/RFP-11/2018-318)

Bihar Skill Development Mission (BSDM), invites proposals from reputed and
organizations
Agency/Training Partners/Start-ups/Industry ~ Associations/Government
Providers) for empanelment with Bihar Skill Development Mission (BSDM) as an agency
for providing domain skilling and employment under Recruit-Train-Deploy (RTD)

Training
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In Gujarat, Youth Cong
leader held for ‘throwing
ink’ on PM, CM poster

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JULY 24

A Youth Congress leader in
Gujarat's Bharuch district was ar-
rested for allegedly throwing ink
on a poster of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief Minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel on Saturday.
He got bail on Sunday.

Vice-president of Bharuch
Youth Congress Nikhil Shah was
part of a protest by Congress at
the Bharuch Collector’s office on
Friday to protest the questioning
of party chief Sonia Gandhi by
the Enforcement Directorate in
New Delhi, police said.

Police said Congress workers
did not have permission for the
protest. “The accused Nikhil
Shah had secretly brought anink
penwith him during the protests.
When Congress workers were
staging protests at the gate, Shah
threw ink at the pictures of PM
Modi and CM Patel on a hoard-

ing of 'MY RATION' mobile appli-
cation initiative of Gujarat gov-
ernment. He was detained on the
spot," said RK Dhulkar, police sub
inspector, Bharuch A Division po-
lice station.

Police said Shah was formally
arrested Saturday after he was
booked under IPC 505 1(b)
(committing an offence to cause
alarm among public) and sec-
tions of the Prevention of
Damage to Public Property act.

Parimalsinh Rana, president
of Bharuch district Congress
Committee, told The Indian
Express: “It is a clear way of in-
timidation by police to lower the
morale of party workers. CCTV
footage obtained from the spot
doesn't show Shah throwing ink
at the posters then why was he
arrested? The state government
through the police is trying to
suppress Congress workers, they
don't give us permission to
protest in order to raise the is-
sues of the common people.”
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High-rise near DU
campus: Expert
panel, NGT at odds

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

CANTHE construction of a high-rise group
housing society near Vishwavidyalaya
Metro station have “adverse impacts” on
the environmentand the Ridge? While the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) thinks it
could impact the environment, microcli-
mate, traffic density, and flora and fauna
and groundwater regime of the nearby
Ridge, the Expert Appraisal Committee
(EAC) of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) dif-
fers on the matter.

In an order issued at the end of May,
the NGT had quashed the environment
clearance granted by MoEFCC for the
project on the grounds that it was done
“without proper evaluation”.Inan appeal
before the NGT, Delhi University had ob-
jected to the granting of clearance for the
project slated to come up at Cavalry Lane
and Chhatra Marg, around 500 m away
from Kamla Nehru Ridge. The University
had objected to the height of the build-
ing,around 145 mor 43 floors, and raised
issues about possible air and noise pollu-
tion, traffic congestion, and possible im-
pact on groundwater and the Ridge.

The private builder had applied for en-
vironment clearance thrice, with the first
application submitted in 2009.

The NGT noted inits order that there is
no “carrying capacity of the area to sustain
any additive load in terms of air or noise
levels”. Since the area is surrounded by
many colleges and hospitals, the impact of
“such a huge project on existing institu-
tions of importance ought to have been
examined”,according to the Tribunal. The
impact of the project on the Ridge should
have been considered but was not done.

The NGT order stated that “there will
be unmanageable impact on traffic den-
sity and adverse impact on flora and
fauna and groundwater regime of nearby

Students unhappy with
CBSE results can apply for
rechecking from July 26

The building is proposed to be built
near Vishwavidyalaya Metro station

pristine Ridge”, and “generation of par-
ticulate matter because of heavy machin-
ery and equipment and waste manage-
ment”. It added: “We find it difficult to
hold that there is application of mind in
granting environment clearance.”

As per the minutes of a recent meet-
ing, the EAC on infrastructure projects
considered the project. “If the present or-
der of the NGT is accepted, as it is based
on broad general aspects on Delhi ridge
stability, precautionary principles, air pol-
lution by building activities, increase in
traffic etc. there can be no further devel-
opmental activities in the NCR,” it noted.
The committee has recommended filing
an appeal against the NGT order in the
appropriate appellate court.

The project area was part of 3.05
hectares of land the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation acquired from the Defence
Ministry in 2001. The Metro station was
built on one hectare of land and the rest
was given to a company, which is plan-
ning to build residential flats.

DU students and staff have held
protests over the proposed building ear-
lierand also raised issues over privacy con-
cerns due to several hostels in the vicinity.

Owner of club at Hauz Khas
Village, 9 staffers ‘assault’
policemen during raid, held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE OWNER of a club at Hauz Khas Village
and nine of his employees were nabbed
Thursday for allegedly assaulting police-
men during a raid, said police. They were
booked under sections of obstructing po-
licemenin their duty, assaulting policemen
and causing hurt, and later released on bail.
Police said the raid was conducted by
Special Staff from Safdarjung police station
at Downtown Village on Wednesday after
they received inputs of certain activities —
“illegal disco, tobacco, hukkah bars and
loud music” — at the club. Police alleged
staff “resisted” and misbehaved with per-
sonnel and even attacked them with sticks
and bottles and threw furniture at them.
“We have temporarily seized the club’s
licences. Investigation is being conducted
in the matter and the place hasbeenshut,”
said DCP (Southwest) Manoj C. Downtown
Village refused to comment on the issue.

According to police, three teams were
sent to the club around 1 am. A senior of-
ficer, along with two-three personnel, en-
tered the premises and found over 20-30
persons were inside. In the FIR lodged by
the officer, he stated that there was loud
music at the club with hukkah.

“One person... identified as Ravinder
Sharma came... he’s the owner (manager)
of the said bar. I, along with my staff, told
him about my identity... and asked about

Man dead in building collapse, 6 injured

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

A 20-YEAR-OLD man was killed
and six others from his family
were injured after a three-storey
residential building collapsed in
Northeast Delhi’s Mustafabad
Sunday morning. “We called JCBs
and fire tenders for help. However,
the deceased, Sufiyan, was
trapped for a longer time as he
was lying deep under the rubble.
He was pulled out later and died at
the hospital,” said a police officer.

Delhi Fire Services rescued his
parents and four siblings —
Suleman (45), his wife Shabnam
(40)and their four children, Laiba
(22), Sana (20), Faizan (17) and
Arshiyal (15). DCP (Northeast)
Sanjay Sain said the roof first col-
lapsed onto the second floor.
Officials added that the building
was “poorly constructed”.

According to the DFS, a call
about the collapse was made
around 5.05 am by neighbours.
DEFS chief Atul Garg said: “We
rushed to the spot with three fire
tenders in minutes. Firefighters

started removing the pile of de-
bris and we rescued six people.”

The family hails from UP and
had taken the building on rent;
they had been living there for four
years. Suleman s into scrap deal-
ing, said officials. Faizan claimed
his family had complained about
the condition of the house many
times but the owner didn’t make
repairs. “We were sleeping when
it happened... We heard a ‘thud'...
itall collapsed,” he said.

Police said the owner will be
questioned, and legal action will
be taken.

the validity of licences to run his bar... he got
angry and started abusing us..,” claimed the
officer in the FIR. Police claimed Sharma
turned hostile and refused to show the doc-
uments. “... Meanwhile, HC Pankaj and HC
Sunil and other staffentered the Downtown
bar after hearing us shouting, The (bar em-
ployees)assaulted us with their hands...and
threw tables/chairs/bottles on us...(barem-
ployees) hit us with rods, sticks and steel
pipes due to which I and my other team-
mates (sustained)injuries,” alleges the FIR.
Senior officers said local staff was called
and the employees were overpowered.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

STUDENTS WHO are not happy
with their CBSE class X and XII
grades and want to get them ver-
ified or re-evaluated can apply
for the same starting Tuesday.

The board released the final
results for classes X and XII
Friday,and the online application
process for verification of marks
will start Tuesday. However, they
can only apply for verification of
their Term 2 marks.

When the board shared Term
1 examresults with schools ear-
lier this year, students were able
to convey their dissatisfaction

Action plan for
EV charging
infrastructure
to be rolled out

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE DELHI government will host
the fourth Delhi Electric Vehicles
(EV) Forum on August 10 where
the 'Charging Infrastructure
Action Plan for Delhi' will be
launched.

Delhi’s Electric Vehicle policy
was put in place two years ago
and since then, the share of EVs
in the total vehicles purchased
has been increasing.

In 2022, the sales of EVs
have averaged close to 10% per
month.

“This is by far the highest in
India, with March 2022 wit-
nessing a high of 12.5%. Thisis a
steep rise over 2019-20 when

with those marks to the CBSE at
the time and appeal for recheck-
ing. The board has taken a spe-
cial decision that if their Term 1
marks were increased after the
recheck, they would be taken
into consideration for the final
result, but if marks were de-
creased, their original and higher
marks would be counted for the
result. According to the board,
this decision was taken “looking
into the special circumstances
under which Term 1 exams were
conducted”.

However, with Term 2 re-
sults, any change in marks after
verification or re-evaluation will
be final and counted in their fi-
nal results.

Advt. No.: NFC/02/2022 inviting applications for 5 posts of
Technical Officer/D in various disciplines stands cancelled with

immediate effect.

Electricity

Registered Office: Adani Corporate House, Shantigram,

ADANI ELECTRICITY MUMBAI LIMITED

Near Vaishno Devi Circle, S. G. Highway,
Khodiyar, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 382421, India.
Website: www.adanielectricity.com
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Information and Public Relations Department

TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT
M.G.R. FILM AND TELEVISION INSTITUTE, 1.
(Affiliated to The Tamil Nadu Dr.J Jayalalithaa Music and Fine Arts University)
C.L.T Campus,Taramani, Chennai - 600 113
EXTENSION NOTICE FOR ADMISSION 2022-2023

The last date for sale of applications to the Bachelor of Visual Arts 3
Courses has been extended upto 05.08.2022 and Submission
of filled up applications is extended till 12.08.2022 at 5.00 PM.
Application Forms and Prospectus can be downloaded from

Government of Tamil Nadu

www.tn.gov.in & www.dipr.tn.gov.in websites.
Please see the prospectus for further details.

DIPR/756/Display/2022

Principal (i/c),

Tamil Nadu Govt. M.G.R. Film and Television Institute,

C.L.T.Campus,Taramani, Chennai-600 113.
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Suggestions/Objections on Petition of Adani Electricity Mumbai Ltd.-Distribution seeking transfer of assets
i within the SEEPZ SEZ area located in Andheri East, Mumbai to AEML SEEPZ Ltd. (Case No. 3 of 2022)

Adani Electricity Mumbai Ltd.-Distribution (AEML-D) has filed a Petition u/s 17 (3) of the Electricity Act, 2003, read
with Regulation 8.8 of MERC (General Conditions of Distribution Licence) Regulations, 2006, seeking transfer of its
entire assets within the SEEPZ SEZ area located in Andheri East, Mumbai to AEML SEEPZ Ltd. (ASL).
2. The Commission has admitted the Petition on 20 July, 2022 and directed AEML-D to publish a Public Notice under
Section 64 (2) of the Electricity Act, 2003 for inviting suggestions/ objections from the Public through this Notice.
. Vide Order dated 6 June, 2022, the Commission has taken on record the deemed Distribution Licensee status of ASL
for SEEPZ SEZ area. To enable ASL to distribute and supply power in SEEPZ SEZ area located in Andheri East, it would
be necessary to transfer the existing distribution and supply assets of AEML-D in the said area in favor of ASL.
4. The assets transferred to ASL will be decapitalised in the books of AEML-D and the burden of the cost of the said
assets shall no longer be borne by the consumers of AEML-D. The value at which assets will be transferred, along
with associated long-term and short-term liabilities, shall be determined as per Books of AEML-D in accordance
with the relevant Acts and Regulations, at the time of carve out of ASL accounts from AEML-D as on the date of
effectiveness of specific terms and conditions of distribution license, as may be issued by the Commission. However,
as on 31 March, 2022, the value of assets as per Regulatory Books, which are located within the SEEPZ SEZ area in
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HRI siafer SIT:IH'FI HAISH/Indian Space Research Organisation

“Cargmer sLEG sspSTD JoLECHMD, srgmer Ui sfsHnd umiGumd.”

HIRA HAXRIY/Government of India
3iafer ﬁf'ﬂT‘T/Department of Space

Andheri East, is as follows:

%‘ﬂ'ﬁ i3ro fasps |RTWIE 3iaRel Hs/VIKRAM SARABHAI SPACE CENTRE
maﬁﬁW/Thiruvananthapuram - 695 022

fasiTgs 4. divguadi-320 feHid 25.07.2022

ADVERTISEMENT NO. VSSC-320 DATED 25.07.2022
g wRTTE faRer e (droaew), fvasayza @ sfaRer Wifcres) sRiFTemen (Tadivd), St ¥Rd & 5,
TG SRR SRRATSHT H 3 U &, H PIS SR ST (SIRUW) &b IS b fo1q SfdeT SFif fhy ST € |
Applications are invited for the position of JUNIOR RESEARCH FELLOW (JRF) tenable at one of the
premier research institutions in India, the Space Physics Laboratory (SPL) of Vikram Sarabhai Space

Particulars Rs. Cr.
Value of asset as on date of capitalization 35.47
Accumulated Depreciation till date 18.34
Normative Debt 7.57
Regulatory equity balance 10.64

Copy of the Petition (in English) along with its Annexures and Enclosures can be obtained on payment of Rs. 100/,
(or CD for Petition in English along with its Annexures and Enclosures at Rs. 50/-) with a written request from the
following office of AEML:

EVs accounted for only 1.2 per
cent of new vehicle sales,” a
statement issued by the
Dialogue and Development
Commission said.

“The Delhi government has

been continuously incorporat-
ing voices of the e-mobility
ecosystem in the EV policy, and
we will felicitate the stakehold-
ers in the upcoming forum for
their contributions towards
making the Delhi EV policy an
exemplary success so far,"said
Delhi transport minister Kailash
Gahlot.

Centre (VSSC), Thiruvananthapuram. Address Telephone Email
TS @l T itk Mr. Vivek Mishra,
gg;‘:ﬁ‘;’: No of sifard semd / Essential Requirements Adani Electricity Mumbai Limited,
positions CTS 407/A (New), 408 (OId), Village Eksar, Tel: +91 - 22 - 50549999 vivek.g.mishra@adani.com
(B/a)a¥t TRt & T F W9 ol YATH 65% i I7 10 U< & Devidas Lane, Off SVP Road, Borivali (West),
Tl ¥ <YH 6.84 AT THPET P i /ATdlens IS b arer ksl rggeh Mumbai - 400103
W)/t Aifcrest/siaRer wifcres)/argrsedta A/« fasm/ug
[EEINERSASIAS 6. The soft copy of the Petition along with all Annexures and along with the replies to data gaps, in downloadable
- M.Sc. Degree in Physics/Applied Physics/Engineering Physics/ Space format (free of cost) is available on AEML-D website www.adanielectricity.com/corporate/regulatory.
| Physics/Atmospheric Science/Meteorology/Planetary Sciences with 7. The Commission has directed AEML-D to invite Suggestions/ Objections from the public on the above
W minimum 65% _marks as average _of all semeste_rs in aggregate or Petition throuah this Noti | to the Public Noti blished ho intends t
CGPA/CPI grading of 6.84 on a 10 point scale or equivalent. . ougn this INotice. In response to the Fublic Notice published, every person who Intends Lo
3redn AT/OR file suggestions/objections can submit the same in English or Marathi language in writing through electronic
(ﬁm) FY ARl & M & WU H Pol JLATH 60% 37d AT 10 TIgedh Fhel | means/Email: ehearing@merc.gov.in / secretary@merc.gov.in addressed to “The Secretary, Maharashtra Electricity
17 T 6.5 T qHBET b AN/ Ad3g AT P amer W/@jﬁﬁ?ﬂ/ Regulatory Commission, 13th Floor, Centre No. 1, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai 400 005 within 21 days
JUNIOR TR IS/~ STIuRyes Hifrl/Eonfrast |ifies! 3 w1 3a/0q $/TH 3 | from the date of publication of this Notice (Date: 25 July, 2022) along with proof of service on Mr. Vivek Mishra,
RESEARCH M.S/M.E/M.Tech in Atmospheric/Space/Planetary Sciences/Applied Addltlonal_Vlce President, Busmess-Regulgtory, Adani EIec_trlmty I\/\umbal_Ltd_., CTS 4Q7/A (New),‘408 (Old), Village
FELLOW Physics / Engineering Physics with minimum 60% marks as average of Eksar, Devidas Lane, Off SVP Road, Borivali (West), Mumbai 400103 [Email: vivek.g.mishra@adani.com] .
(JRF) all semesters in aggregate or CGPA/CPI grading of 6.5 on a 10 point 8. If the sgnder/ ob}ector \{vho has submitted his co'rryments/suggestlons as per para 7 above, wants to be heard in
scale or equivalent. person in e-Public Hearing, then he should specifically mention the same at the time of filing of suggestions/
(@/b) 3raee! B FrfeRad 1 fb=dt ves & wrvarer off wre 9 @fRw: objections. In such cases, submission of valid email ID and Mobile number would be mandatory. The Commission, at
1, 7Te- R AR IS R-Fo TS qrra et | its sole discretion, may permit such sender/ objector to be heard in the e-Public Hearing. All participants attending
2. TIUTRIRS! GRT ST SO+ 7 ¥Tcrd et usier (1e) | the e-Public Hearing shall follow the provisions of the Commission's Guidelines for attending e-Public Hearing
3. meﬁﬁﬂq—ﬁm (Tre) | through video conference notified on 17 September, 2020.
Applicants should also have qualified one of the following: 9. E-Public Hearing shall be held through video conference on 13 September, 2022 at 10.30 am, when AEML-D’s
1) CSIR-UGC National Eligibility Test, including NET-Lectureship. Petition for asset transfer will be considered. No separate notice will be issued for the purpose.
2) Graduate Aptitude Testin Engineering (GATE) conducted by MHRD. 10.AEML-D shall reply to each of the Suggestions/Objections received within three days of the receipt of the same
3) JointEntrance Screening Test (JEST). but not later than 19 August, 2022 for all the Suggestions/ Objections received till 16 August, 2022. Stakeholders

website only.

3T Eost qerr
sﬁeﬁ% Tﬁigrq 5 %

For detailed information and guidelines for submission of applications, please visit VSSC website
http://www.vssc.gov.in. All communications with the applicants will be made through e-mail/VSSC

feem-frder & forg goar SITaTeRit JETST hitp://www.vssc.gov.in <X |
TS & AT 9§ B QST |

e AT SAF-elTgT gRT &1 U7 Py ST e SifH-ars e URd He 84 [aidb 25.07.2022 Bl
1000 g1 ¥ faie 08.08.202211700 ToI T JIATSE AT &M |
Applications will be received on-line only and the website will be open from 25.07.2022 1000 hrs to
08.08.2022 1700 hrs for submission of online applications.

can submit their rejoinders on replies provided by AEML-D either during the e-Public Hearing or latest by
16 September, 2022.

Place: Mumbai sd/-
Date: 25 July, 2022 Kishor Patil
Sr. Vice President

Adani Electricity Mumbai Ltd.

New Delhi
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Man held for
posing as Air

Force officer

New Delhi: A UP-based
man was held at the Air
Force Station in New Delhi
for allegedly posing as a
senior Air Force officer,
said officials Sunday. The
accused was caught by the
security personnel at the
Air Force Station on Friday
evening. He was allegedly
found wearing the uni-
form and gave a false
name. He was questioned
and later handed over to
the police for investigation.
Acase hasbeenregistered
against him at Tughlaq
Road police station.

Common
admission
test forclass
10,12ingovt
schools today

New Delhi: Common ad-
mission tests for seats in
classes 10 and 12 in gov-
ernment schools will be
conducted at the district
level Monday and multi-
ple-choice question papers
for the same will be pro-
vided by the examination
branch of the Directorate of
Education. Students who
have completed Class 9 or
11, as the case may be, are
eligible for admission.
Results will be declared on
July 27, officials said.
Schools will be allotted to
candidates according tova-
cancies, availability of sub-
jectcombinationsatthein-
stitution as well as
proximity to the student’s
home, said officials. ENS

IP University
tosetupthree

new schools

New Delhi: Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha Univ-
ersity hasannounced set-
ting up of three new
schools, namely the School
of Liberal Arts, School of
Film Making and School of
Fire and Industrial Safety.
These new schools and
centres of excellence are
being created in view of
the rising demands for
trained professionals in
these areas, the varsity said
inastatement.

Masked men
rob liquor outlet
in Gurgaon

Gurgaon: Two masked
men allegedly held three
employees of aliquor out-
let at gunpoint and fled
with cash, police said on
Sunday.The incident took
place at the outlet located
in Bakhtawar Chowk
Friday night, they said.
CCTV camera footage
shows the men barging
into the crowded outlet
around 11 pm. They open
fire and also attacked a
salesman with the butt of
their pistol. An FIR has
been filed against un-
known persons under IPS
sections 392 (robbery)and
34 (common intention)
and Arms Act. PTI

AAP ACCUSES PMO OF ‘HIJACKING’ TREE PLANTATION EVENT

Kejriwal skips Delhi govt programme
toinclude PM

after ‘banner change(!’

MALLICAJOSHI
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Sunday skipped a sched-
uled tree plantation programme
where Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena was present, with
the Aam Aadmi Party accusing
the Prime Minister’s Office of try-
ingto “hijack” the event — by get-
ting a poster with PM Narendra
Modi'simage put up at the venue
at the last minute.

The event, to plant one lakh
trees in Asola Bhatti Wildlife
Sanctuary, was organised by the
Delhi government's Environment
and Forest Department. As per
the programme, the L-G, the
Chief Minister and Environment
Minister Gopal Rai were sup-
posed to attend.

Rai alleged that the banner fi-
nalised for the event had photo-
graphs of Saxena and Kejriwal
and was to be displayed ona LED
screen at the venue. He claimed
the PMO sent Delhi Police offi-
cials to “hijack” the stage on
Saturday night and cover the
LED screen with a banner that
had a photo of the PM, along
with that of the L-G and CM.

“The CM and L-G had to at-
tend the event together but it is
very unfortunate that in this gov-
ernment programme, at the be-

CLEAN UP

Volunteers collect garbage from the Yamuna river bank at Sonia Vihar Pushta. Praveen Khanna
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(Above) The ‘original’ poster according to AAP; and the banner
atSunday’s programme attended by the L-G. AAP and L-G Office

hest of the PMO, police were sent
and were made to hijack the pan-
dal and stage at the venue.On the
stage, a banner with Modi’s photo
was placed. People were told that
if it is removed, action would be
taken against them. As per the
programme, the banner would
be flashed on an LED screen and
awareness programmes for chil-
dren would be played following
that. But a banner was placed on
the LED to coverit. This is unfath-
omable,” Rai said.

DCP PRO Suman Nalwa and
DCP (South) Benita Mary Jaiker
refused to comment on Rai’s al-
legations. Sources in the police
said they were asked to go to the
venue to “help” with security
arrangements and set up posters
for “Modiji’s event”.

The L-G office’s did not re-
spond to questions about the
last-minute change in posters
and who authorised it, and
whether they had reached out to
the Delhi government regarding

AAP govt
vs Centre

EXPLAINED

The AAP-led Delhi gov-
ernment has had several
run-ins with the Lt-
Governor since 2015.
However, ties have partic-
ularly been strained with
the new L-G, V K Saxena,
since his appointment in
May. The first major flash-
pointwas over the L-G or-
dering a probe into alle-
gations of “irregularities”
against PWD officials in
the construction of seven
temporary hospitals dur-
ing Covid. The move had
drawn a sharp reaction
from the AAP, which ac-
cused him of interfering
in construction of hospi-
tals in the city.

the change. Sources in the office
said the Delhi government had
sent them designs for the ban-
ner, which included only the
photos of the CM and L-G, on
Wednesday. They added that
they replied to the government
with the new design (with the
PM’s photo) on Thursday.

A Delhi government official

Majnu Ka Tila, Chandni Chowk to be
redeveloped as mega food hubs: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

AFTER SHOPPING hubs, the
Delhi government is planning to
develop food hubs across the city
in a phased manner. In the first
phase, North Delhi’s Majnu Ka
Tila, known as the national cap-
ital's 'Little Tibet’, and the
Chandni Chowk market, known
for its street food, will be rede-
veloped as mega food hubs.
Announcing the initiative,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said, “Unemployment is increas-
ing across the country, including
several youths in Delhi (who are

without jobs). Thus, to boost em-
ployment and promote Delhi’s
food joints, we have decided to
develop food hubs. With the de-
velopment of these hubs, busi-
ness and revenue will increase
and many new employment op-
portunities will be generated.”
Kejriwal said the AAP-led gov-
ernment, in the last six-seven
years, has created job opportuni-
ties for about 12-13 lakh people
inDelhi,and will generate 20 lakh
more jobs in the coming years.
He said that after extensive
research, consultations and sev-
eral meetings with market asso-
ciations, they have selected
Majnu Ka Tila and Chandni

Chowk. “These two iconic mar-
kets will be developed on a pilot
basis in the first phase, and after
that other food hubs and joints
will follow,” he said.

Under this project, the gov-
ernment will develop the phys-
icalinfrastructure of the market,
improve roads, and work on
electricity, water and sanitation.
It also aims to focus on imple-
menting guidelines for food
safety and hygiene, and to work
on the branding of these hubs to
bring them at par with interna-
tional standards.

To selectarchitecture consult-
ants and contractors for the proj-
ect, the government will conduct

INITIATIVE BY NORTH DELHI POLICE TO IDENTIFY CRIMINALS

Poisoners, snatchers, robbers: Past offenders feature in new police booklets

i

ARNAV CHANDRASEKHAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

PROFESSIONAL POISONERS,
“bad characters”, snatchers, rob-
bers and auto lifters — these
criminals are the subject of a set
of five booklets that the North
Delhi police has been distribut-
ing among their stations. The
books contain photographs and
information on past offenders,
organised by the crimes they
have committed.

According to DCP (North)
Sagar Singh Kalsi, “The booklets
were compiled around January
and contain a list of offenders

from the past 10 years. They have
proven to be a handy tool in po-
lice work.”

When crimes occur, clear
photographs of the suspect or
CCTV footage may not always be
available, and police may have to
rely on eyewitness information
or accounts of victims. The DCP
added, “In such a situation you
cangeta portrait made based on
a description — but this takes
time. When you have photo-
graphs to check on hand, it
speeds up the process. Even if
the victim doesn’t identify the
person the first time, you can still
narrow down suspects this way.”

Timarpur SHO Tribhuvan

Negi said, “Usually, a lot of of-
fenders tend to repeat offences
and keep committing the same
type of crime. With this booklet,
with photographs of offenders,
there is a good chance that the
victim will identify one of them.”

Sub-inspector Satender of
Burari station elaborated: “It’s
justlike how normal profession-
als don’t usually change their
jobs. Arobber will end up being
arrested again only for robbery,
and a snatcher will get caught for
snatching... The booklets have
helped usinalot of cases.”

It is, however, not clear how
many case closures can be attrib-
uted to these. According to DCP

adesign competition in the next
six weeks, where designs will be
invited from the country's top
firms. “In the next 12 weeks, the
design will be finalised, and con-
tracts will be granted to start
work on the food hubs. After the
development of these two mar-
kets, the government will iden-
tify and develop others in the
next phase,” said Kejriwal.

The project, ‘Redevelopment
of Dilli Food Hubs’, was an-
nounced under the government's
2022-23 budget and will be exe-
cuted by the Delhi tourism de-
partment and Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development
Corporation (DTTDC).

The books contain photographs and information on past
offenders, organised by the crimes they have committed

confirmed that the banner de-
sign was finalised on Thursday,
but said that this final design did
not include the PM’s photo.

On allegations of politicisa-
tion, sources in the L-G’s office
said everything regarding the
programme had to be decided
mutually. “They (Delhi govern-
ment)did not deliberately invite
even the area MP, despite the fact
that during the last joint visit to
Bhatti Mines by L-G and CM,
they ensured their area MLA was
present. Although, they were
asked specifically to not invite
MP or MLA and give a political
hue to the visit,” said a source.

Officials also said that the CM’s
posters were not removed from
anywhere. “Nothing was torn.
Standees and billboards display-
ing CM’s pictures are there for all
to see even now,” said an official.

Sunday'’s incident comes
days after the L-G recommended
a CBI probe into the Delhi Excise
Policy 2021-22, putting Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia,
in-charge of the excise depart-
ment, directly in the line of fire.

Thisis part of a series of esca-
lations between the Delhi gov-
ernment and the L-G office,
which have cropped up after
Saxena took over two months
ago. On Friday, the CM did not at-
tend a scheduled meeting with
Saxena.

Revenue from
sale of liquor
dipping over
the yrs: Data

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

REVENUE FROM the sale of liquor
has been decreasing over the
years, data shared by the Delhi
government excise department
with the L-G Office has shown.

On Saturday, AAP MLA Atishi
had said the New Excise Policy,
which L-G Vinai Kumar Saxena
has recommended a CBI probe
into, increased revenue by Rs
1,300 crore in four months.

An officer said amid the
scrutiny of the new policy, the L-
G Office had sought data onrev-
enue from liquor over the past
five years. The policy came into
force in November last year.

According to data, while rev-
enue was Rs 6,898.54 crore in
2019-20,itdropped toRs 5,741.04
crorein2021-22.In the firstquar-
ter of 2022-23, Rs 1,594.84 crore
was collected from sale of liquor
and VAT, data states. Officersin the
L-Gofficealleged thisincludes the
Rs 980 crore of refundable deposit.

The report states that even
though sale of whisky increased
by about 59.5%, wine by about
87%and beer by about 5.5%in 1st
quarter of 2022-23 as compared
to 1st quarter of 2019-20, there
was noincrease in revenue. Data
further shows the Excise depart-
ment is projecting to earn rev-
enue of Rs 6,379.36 crore for
2022-23 (including VAT). While
sourcesinthe L-G office said AAP's
statement that the new liquor pol-
icy had helped the state earn more
was false, Delhi government offi-
cials said dip in revenue was due
to Covid and restrictions on sale
that persisted even after imple-
mentation of the new policy.

Kalsi, “As it is one of the many use-
ful toolsin police work, there is no
direct data on how many cases
were helped by these. ButIcansay
it has qualitatively helped us.”

For veterans in the force, the
value of the booklet goes beyond
amere tool to fight crime — it is
athrowback to amore direct, hu-
man form of policing in a digital
era. ACPRajendra Prasad, whois
also the Burari SHO, said: “From
what I have seen in 28 years of
policing, even with all the advan-
tages that technology has
brought in, there is something
about giving the victim a physi-
cal bookin their hands that gives
you a better result.”

New Delhi

Political pressure
minimal, MCD raises
taxes to boost coffers

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

WITH MINIMAL political pres-
sure till the civic body polls are
conducted, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi is using it as
a window to increase taxes and
improve its finances.

Two months since unifica-
tion, it has increased taxes on
several fronts including house
tax, health trade licence, trans-
fer duty, community hall book-
ing. The latest is an increase in
trade and storage licence fee by
15% — applicable for general
trading, warehouses, show-
rooms, godowns, and cold stor-
age,among others —every three
years, which was announced
two weeks ago. To maintain uni-
formity post the merger, it has
taken the erstwhile South MCD’s
rate, which was highest in most
cases, as the base.

The new property tax rate for
residential, commercial and in-
stitutional properties is applica-
ble from July 16. Under this,a 1%
education cess will lead to a mi-
nor increase in the payable
amount for properties in North
and East Delhi. Similarly, there
has also been an increase in the
health trade licence rate.

Sources in the MCD said in
the coming days, the civic body is
planning to widenits tax netand
levy taxes in unauthorised
colonies and villages too.
“Property tax has not been in-
creased for decades, even
though people’s earnings from
rented properties went up. If the
MCD is ensuring cleanliness of

ISC results:

an area, parks are maintained,
pruning is done, then why
shouldn’t property tax be paid,
whichis nominal?” said a senior
MCD official.

Thereafter, it is also going to
ensure that waste segregation is
properly implemented. Delhi L-
GV KSaxena has already hinted
in this direction by announcing
that there would be a rebate in
property tax to those societies
and RWAs engaging in waste
segregation, decentralised pro-
cessing, recycling and reuse.
“This is the stage of awareness,
encouragement and incentivisa-
tion, after which the corporation
will take strict measures,” said
the official.

“It’s true that due to political
pressure, we have not been able
to implement some of these
measures. At the same time, to
ensure people are not burdened,
the increase is marginal,” he
added.

A senior BJP leader said such
proposals were rejected earlier,
but now there is a certain free-
dom which is being used to in-
crease taxes. “But ultimately if
you do not have funds, then you
need money. Due to polls hap-
pening in Delhi every alternate
year, we could not do much. But
the MCD should ensure that only
those taxes that have not been
increased for years should be
hiked,” he said.

Hitting out the BJP, former
leader of opposition and AAP
leader Vikas Goel said it is using
this as an opportunity to burden
people: “People still know that it
is the BJP that is running the
MCD from behind.”

Gurgaon

twins among kids who

tied for Ist,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

TWINS FROM Gurgaon, Anandita
and Aditya Misra, are among
those who tied for the first and
second positions, respectively,
with other students in the ISCex-
amination, the results of which
were declared Sunday.

The 17-year-old twins are
students of Scottish High
International School. Ananditais
one of 18 students across India
who are tied for the top position
with an English and best three
subjects score 0f 99.75%. She ap-
peared for the Physics, Chem-
istry, Mathematics, Economics
and English papers and scored
100in the first three subjects.

“I want to study Economics
going ahead and am waiting for
a response from a university in
Singapore which I am aiming for.
After I complete my undergrad-
uate degree, [ want to streamline
into Behavioural Economics;
that's what I'm interested in,”
she said.

Her twin, Aditya, is one of 58
students across the country who
are tied for the second position
with 99.5%. He appeared in the
Physics, Chemistry, Mathemati-
¢s,Computer Science and English
papers and scored 100 in the
same three subjects as Anandita.
Heisalsoaiming todo his under-
graduate degree at universities
in Singapore or the United
Kingdom, though he wants to do
itin the field of Computer Science.

He added, “Of course, tech-
nology is essential in this age.
But sometimes when you put a
victim in front of a computer,
they end up out of their comfort
zone and are not confident. But
on the other hand, I can ask
them to sit in my office and hand
over abooklet for them to iden-
tify the perpetrator at their
leisure. When they are calm,
chances are that they will re-
member details they would
have otherwise forgotten.”

Victims can even help identify
changesin appearance of offend-
ers.Said ACP Prasad, “Sometimes,
one of these criminals may getin-
jured and have a new scar, or he

2nd ranks

Anandita and Aditya Misra

Both students said they feel
they had to work a little harder
to overcome the limitations of
remote learning to achieve their
results. “It was a little difficult be-
cause you need to put more ef-
fort into learning online. In of-
fline classes, you are more
interested and engaged. I do feel
that thatloss of interest affected
me,” said Anandita.

“My school had prepared
well to give us a smooth online
learning experience but it was
not as easy as learning offline.
Personally, | would prefer that if
ever in the future such circum-
stances arrive again, a way
should be found to have offline
classes,” said Aditya.

Both siblings enjoy artistic
pursuits. While Aditya enjoys po-
etry and has participated in sev-
eral competitions, Anandita
paints and draws in her free time.

This is not the first time
the twins find themselves to-
gether among toppers. In 2020,
Anandita and Aditya had jointly
topped their school in the class
X board examinations with
identical scores of 99.2%.

RELATED REPORT ON P7

might grow a beard. When vic-
tims identify them by photo-
graph, but note these differences,
we get a clear picture of their cur-
rent appearance.”

But there are challenges in
using a printed resource. For in-
stance, new criminals might pop
up whose photos are not avail-
able in the booklet. DCP Kalsi has
said the booklets will be updated
at least once a year to keep up
with this.

Officers though remain confi-
dent in their usefulness. ACP
Prasad quipped, “In the age of e-
books, we still have physical
bookshops. So, we will still have
tools like this booklet even today.”



8 lakh students
will teach 40 lakh Delhiites
the importance of happiness

DIP/Shabdarth/D/0058/22-23

On the occasion of completing 4 years of the happiness
curriculum, the Delhi government will be celebrating
Happiness Utsav from 14th-29th July. You are invited to
visit your nearest Delhi Govt school and be a part of
the celebration.

Directorate of Education, Government of NCT of Delhi It 2 ;
N N H u =TT . New Delhi
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FLAGGING (GENDER ISSUE

PERCEIVED AS a predominantly male organisation, the RSS
has been trying hard to shed the image. On Sunday, RSS gen-
eral secretary Dattatreya Hosabale even flagged the issue atan
event. Speaking at the International Conference on Harnessing
Indian Agriculture for Domestic and Global Prosperity, organ-
ised by the RSS in Delhi, Hosabale said, “This seminar should
have had some participation from women. There are no
woman speakers either.” The lack of participation from
women at RSS events had also been flagged by RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat in the past. Hosabale on Sunday was also not
very pleased with the delay in the programme and started his
address by saying that programmes should end in time. It was
later revealed he had a train to catch and was getting delayed.

CAPITAL BUuzz

THERE WAS much interest in Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel's Delhi visit on Sunday. There was talk that the
high command would meet him as also his bete noire and
state minister T S Singh Deo as the tussle between them had
flared up, prompting the latter to relinquish crucial portfolios.
But Baghel was closeted with leaders from Himachal Pradesh,
the election-bound state of which he was recently made sen-
ior observer, along with observers Sachin Pilot and Partap
Singh Bajwa. It was decided that Baghel will visit the state on
August 7 and 8. Baghel left for Raipur in the evening after the
meeting. Deo, on the other hand, is expected to reach Delhi. It
is tobe seen whether the high command gives him a hearing.

KEEPING AWAY

THERE WAS a time when IT Parliamentary committee meetings
wereabattleground for the BJP and the Opposition MPs.BJPMP
Nishikant Dubey used to spearhead the ruling party offensive
against the opposition in the Shashi Tharoor-led IT committee,
whichin the past had taken up anumber of controversial issues,
including Pegasus and the summoning of Facebook officials af-
ter the Wall Street Journal report that the social media giant had
ignored incendiary content from the ruling BJP. Dubey had more
than once written to the Lok Sabha Speaker; seeking the removal
of Tharoor. However, Tharoor was re-appointed as the chairman
of the IT panel. A miffed Dubey then stopped attending the IT
panel meetings. He has not attended the around half-a-dozenIT
committee meetings held since last September.

Goa bar row: Irani
sends notice to Cong
leaders, seeks apology

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
ASSAGAO, JULY 24

ADAY after the Congress alleged
that Union Minister Smriti Irani’s
daughter ran an “illegal” restau-
rant-bar in Goa, the minister on
Sunday served a legal notice on
the Congress and its leaders
Pawan Khera, Jairam Ramesh
and Netta D’souza, demanding
an apology and asking them to
“cease and desist from dissemi-
nation of defamatory, deroga-
tory, false and misleading infor-
mation/allegations” against her
and her 18-year-old daughter.

During a press conference at
the Congress headquarters in
Delhi on Saturday, Khera had
said: “In Goa, arestaurant run by
her (Irani) daughter, it has a
bar... it is accused of procuring
a licence fraudulently. The li-
cence is in the name of a person
whodied in May 2021 and... was
procured in June (2022). In the
name of that person, Irani’s
daughter took the licence.”

Irani had hit back, calling it a
"malicious" accusation. She said
her daughter was the target only
because “her mother does press
conferences against Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi”.

Inthe 11-page noticeissued on
behalf of Irani, Kirat Singh Nagra,
partner, DSK Legal,on Sunday de-
manded an apology from the
Congress leaders within 24 hours,
unconditional withdrawal of the
allegations from social media plat-
forms and “assurance that all
record of the allegations are per-
manently deleted” and never cir-
culated in the future.

“In case of failure of
Addressees (Congress leaders)to
dothe acts mentioned in preced-
ing paragraph... our client would
be constrained to initiate appro-
priate civil and criminal proceed-
ings against them for suchillegal
acts...” the legal notice read.

Goa Excise Commissioner
Narayan M Gad had issued a
show-cause notice to Silly Souls

In the legal notice, Smriti
Irani has asked Congress to
desist from disseminating
false information against
her and her daughter. P11

Café and Bar on July 21 based on
acomplaint filed by lawyer Aires
Rodrigues, who alleged that the
eatery's liquor licence was re-
newed in the name of one
Anthony Dgama — his death cer-
tificate, issued by Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation, was an-
nexed to Rodrigues’s complaint.
Gad had sought a reply from the
restaurant in seven days.

In Panaji on Saturday, the
Congress had shared with the
mediaavideo clip of a purported
show in which Irani’s daughter
was interviewed as a "young en-
trepreneur” and Silly Souls Café
and Bar was introduced as "her
restaurant”.

The legal notice said Irani’s
daughter “has never been in-
volved in running a bar in Goa”.
“She has never applied for any li-
cence for “running” any bar or for
any business enterprise.
Moreover, she has not been
served with any show cause no-
tice from Excise Department,
Goa, to date,” it added.

Meanwhile, the Congress’
youth wing activists protested
outside the Silly Souls Café in
Assagao on Sunday. Goa
Congress leader Amarnath
Panjikar said: “Irani needs to an-
swer some questions. Let her say
this is not her restaurant or that
of her family. We will prove it’s
hers. We will show Irani her own
Instagram posts from the past
and those of her daughter.”

23RD KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATIONS

Joint theatre commands for
tri-services soon: Rajnath

Says India will emerge victorious in case of any war; reiterates PoK part of India

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JULY 24

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath Singh
onSunday announced the setting
upof “joint theatre commands” so
as to have an enhanced coordina-
tionamongall three services of the
country’s armed forces.

“Drawingalesson from the co-
ordination seen between the
Army, Indian Air Force and the
Navy during the Kargil war, we
have decided to set up joint the-
atre commands in the country,”
he said, while addressing a func-
tion organised by Jammu and
Kashmir People’s Forum, an off-
shoot of the RSS, in connection
with the 23rd Kargil Vijay Diwas
celebrations at Gulshan Ground
here. “The work in that direction
is going on ata fast pace,” he said.

Referring to India’s victory
over Pakistan in the 1999 Kargil
war, he said they would emerge
victorious againif awar happened
infuture.

Pitching for reclaiming
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK),
Singh said it is part of India and
will continue to remain part of this

V-PPOLLS
Alvareaches out
to CMs of Assam,
Delhi, Karnataka

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

LAUNCHING HER campaign for
the Vice-President elections, op-
position candidate Margaret
Alva on Sunday spoke to Aam
Aadmi Party chief and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
seeking his party’s support. She
also reached out to the chief
ministers of BJP-ruled Assam
and Karnataka.

_ In the
'}'.r: *‘-B presiden-
L - tial elec-

'lﬂ'.%‘ -'i', tions, op-
" - position

~;{_“__"'}r candidate

- ~ Yashwant

=00 .7 Sinha got

only 208
MargaretAlva  votes of
MPs while
President-

elect Droupadi Murmu bagged
540. The Vice-President is
elected by an electoral college
consisting of the members of
both Houses of Parliament.

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh said Alva’s con-
versation with Kejriwal, Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma and Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj S Bommai
were “very cordial and friendly
given her long political career
and associations”.

The Aam Aadmi Party, which
supported Sinha, is yet to reveal
its mind on the Vice-Presidential
elections. Incidentally, Sarma in
aTwitter post said Alva spoke to
him and “I politely told her that
I'm notamember of the electoral
college. As such I have norole in
the election of the Vice-
President of India.”

Alva replied: “As part of my
campaign for V-P, I'm reaching
out to leaders from across politi-
cal parties. Mr Sarma is an old
friend & we've worked together
long enough for him to know that
after 30 yrs in Parliament, | know
what constitutes the electoral col-
lege. We had anice chat though!”

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during a programme
commemorating Kargil Vijay Diwas, in Jammu, Sunday. PT1

country. “PoK is a part of Indian
territory and will continue to do
so. How is it possible that Baba
Amarnath(Lord Shiva's form)isin
India and Maa Sharda Shakti is
across the Line of Control,” he said.

Referring to the Sharda Peeth,
which has the ruins of atemple to
Hindu goddess Saraswati, also
known as Sharda, Singh said how
canShivSaroop (Amarnath)beon
this side of J&K and Shakti Saroop
(Sharda)in PoK side.

"God should give better sense
to Pakistan. I cannot say beyond
that,” he said.

Without naming Pakistan or
China, Rajnath said: “During the
Kargil war, many foreign powers
reminded India of Pakistan’s nu-
clear power, but it was notaccept-
able to us to succumb to any for-
eign pressure and we emerged
victorious,” he said,adding: “Ican
say with confidence thatin future
also, if foreign powers dared to

look at India and if there is a war,
India will be victorious again.”

Pointing out that India’s de-
fence forces had alot of contribu-
tion in maintaining the present
day geographical map of Jammu
and Kashmir, he said in the Army,
many operations had happened,
were happening and would hap-
peninthe future, if needed. While
there had been no major activity
by Pakistan againstIndiain 1950s,
China had undertaken a number
of operations in Ladakh.

The 1962 war had made it
clear that the Chinese intentions
were not good, he said, adding
Jawaharlal Nehru was the PM at
that time. “Many people criticise
Nehru on that count,” he said.

“I too come from a particular
party and Ido not want to criticise
any (former) PM...Ido not wantto
raise a question mark on the in-
tention of any (former) PM be-
cause I know that there cannotbe
anything wrong in anybody’s in-
tentions, there can be deficiencies
in their policies,” he said, adding:
“But we could not make up for the
losses suffered then.” However,
Indiawas nolongeraweak nation,
he said. WITHPTIINPUTS

12 Janpath all decked up to welcome its new resident, outgoing President Ram Nath Kovind,
who will be shifting to this bungalow in New Delhi with his family on Monday. Abhinav Saha

FAREWELL ADDRESS TO NATION

Mother nature in deep agony:

Kovind gives climat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

OUTGOING PRESIDENT Ram
Nath Kovind, in his farewell ad-
dress to the nation on Sunday,
warned that the climate crisis
could endager the future of the
planet.

“Mother nature is in deep
agony, and the climate crisis can
endanger the very future of this
planet. We must take care of our
environment, our land, air and
water, for the sake of our chil-
dren. In our daily lives and rou-
tine choices, we must be more
careful to protect our trees, rivers,
seasand mountains as well asall
other living beings. As the first
citizen, if [ have to give one advice
to my fellow citizens, it has to be
this,” he said in his address.

President-elect Droupadi
Murmu will take oath on Monday
to become India's 15 President.
Last week, she became the first
tribal woman to be elected to the
country's highest office.

In his address to the nation a
day before he demits office,
Kovind talked about the ‘Azadi

Kovind pays tribute at
Rajghat on Sunday. Express

ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations.

“Nextmonth, we will celebrate
the 75th anniversary of
Independence. We will enter the
‘Amrit Kaal’, the 25-year period
leading to the centenary of
Independence. These anniver-
saries are milestones on the jour-
ney of the Republic, a journey to
discover its potential and to offer
its best to the world. In modern
times, the glorious journey of our
country commenced with the
awakening of nationalist feelings
during colonial rule and the launch

¢ warning

of the freedom struggle,” he said.

“I have always strongly be-
lieved that no other country has
been as fortunate as Indiain hav-
ing a galaxy of leaders, each of
whom was an exceptional mind,
within a span of a few decadesin
the early 20th century,” he added.

Kovind also took a trip down
memory lane and recalled his
earlier days when the country
had justachieved independence
and said, “There was a fresh
wave of energy to rebuild the
country; there were new
dreams. I too had a dream, that
one day I would be able to par-
ticipate in a meaningful way in
this nation-building exercise.”

“Ayoung boy living in a mud
house could not have any idea
about the highest Constitutional
office of the Republic. But it is a
testament to the strength of
India's democracy thatit has cre-
ated pathways to let each citizen
take part in the shaping of our
collective destiny.”

“If that Ram Nath Kovind
fromvillage Paraunkh is address-
ing you today; it is solely thanks to
the inherent power of our vibrant
democraticinstitutions,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the Mukhyamantri
Parishad meeting, at BJP headquarters in New Delhi, Sunday. P11

PM asks BJP states
to boost business
environment, push
sports culture

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Sunday asked all BJP
Chief Ministers to push sporting
culture in their states, ensure
100% coverage of all central
schemes and boost the business
environment in the country
even as he emphasised uponim-
proving ease of doing business
in their respective states.

The Priome Minister held a
meeting with Chief Ministers
and Deputy Chief Ministers of
BJP-ruled states at the party
headquarters here to deliberate
on the developmental work be-
ing done by them.

“Attended a meeting with
@BJP4India Chief Ministers and
Deputy Chief Ministers. This
meeting gave us the opportunity
to discuss best practices in the
states, how to further strengthen
the reach of Central schemes and
more,” the Prime Minister
tweeted after the meeting.

The meeting was attended
by 12 CMs and eight Deputy CMs
apart from BJP president ] P
Nadda, Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav and Vinay
Sahsrabuddhe, who heads the
party's good governance cell.

“During the meeting, the PM
emphasised better implementa-
tion of some of the key schemes
and initiatives of the government
viz. Gati Shakti, Har Ghar Jal,
Svamitva, DBT implementation,
Government eMarketplace, es-
pecially in the B]JP-ruled states,”
the BJP said in a statement.

According to the party, talk-
ing about rural areas, the Prime
Minister spoke about the signif-
icance of Gobardhan scheme and

the need to further popularise
the initiative. He underlined the
positive impact of nano fertilis-
ers on crop productivity, and
spoke about increasing its usage,
the party said. He stressed on the
need to ensure saturation-level
coverage of all key schemes and
said that BJP-ruled states should
take alead towards this, itadded.
“The PM put significant em-
phasis on the need to ensure
ease of doing business. He spoke
about several initiatives taken by
the government towards this. He
encouraged states to take steps
towards further boosting the
business environment in the
country,” the BJP statement said.
In the backdrop of ongoing
World Athletics Championship,
the Prime Minister also asked the
Chief Ministers to ensure that their
states accord due importance to
sportsand ensure provision of best
facilities for encouraging partici-
pation and engagement of youth
inlarge numbers, BJPleaders said.
He emphasised that BJP-ruled
states should aim to become
known for their sports culture. He
also talked about the significance
of all towns, villages and cities
marking their foundation days.
“During the meeting, progress
of various welfare schemes and
development programmes of the
Centre in these states were re-
viewed. Strategies to ensure last-
mile delivery of welfare schemes,
usage of e-governance systems to
ensure greater accountability with
zero pilferage, prioritising outreach
of schemes to remote areas and
achieving 100% coverage of eligi-
ble beneficiaries were discussed.
The progress of Amrit Sarovar
Mission and preparation for Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign were also
reviewed,” the BJP statement said.

Kerala: Cong decides to
bring back UDF ex-allies

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 24

CONGRESS IN Kerala on Sunday
adopted a resolution to expand
the party-led United Democratic
Front (UDF) by bringing back the
allies which had left the coalition
and by politically exploiting the
unrestamong allies of ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF).
Theresolution was adopted af-
ter the party held atwo-day brain-
storming session, Navsankalp
Chintan Shivir, in Kozhikode on the
lines of the national-level event
held in Udaipur in May.
Announcing the decisions
taken at the event, Congress
state president K Sudhakaran
said, “Many people who are with
the LDF are contacting us. Many
of them are restless. We would
politically exploit that situation

to expand the UDE”

He said the UDF would not
shut doors on any party, includ-
ing those who have left the coali-
tionin the past. Many Left parties
cannot continue in the LDF as the
present government is pursuing
extreme right-wing policies and
ideologies, he said. “The second
consecutive regime of the LDF
delivered disaster for Kerala.
Congress is ready to take up the
responsibility to help Kerala
overcome that crisis,” he said.

Referring to the gold smug-
gling scandal, Sudhakaran said CM
Pinarayi Vijayan is facing several
allegations. But for the support of
the BJP government at the Centre,
he would have been forced toquit.
The attack on the office of Rahul
Gandhi [by CPI-M student wing
SFI]was done only to appease the
masters in Delhi,” he alleged.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

After Cong’s criticism, RJD’s caution; estranged allies in choppy waters

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JULY 24

THE RASHTRIYA Janata Dal (R]D)
and the Congress have been
through their fair share of ups and
downs in Bihar over the years. In
recenttimes, the ties between the
two parties have gone mostly
downhill as the Congress’s vote
share eroded steadily and the R]D
cemented its position as the prin-
cipal Opposition party in the state.

Over the weekend, the rela-
tionship between the estranged
allies hit turbulence again after a
Congress spokesperson accused
the R]D of evoking the “fear of the
BJP and the RSS among Muslims”

and the Tejashwi Yadav-led party
cautioned the Congress to be care-
ful while making remarks about t.

Itall started on Saturday when
RJD state chief Jagdanand Singh
accused Bihar CM Nitish Kumar of
not being in control of the law-
and-order situationand criticised
his governance track record. He
also took on the RSS, likening it to
the Popular Front of India, an
Islamist organisation. His com-
ments echoed that of Patna SSP
Manavijit Singh Dhillon who trig-
gered a controversy aweek ago by
comparing the PFI's training style
with that of the RSS. Three men
with alleged links to the PFl were
arrested this month for being part
of a “potential terror module”.

In response to Singh, Bihar
Congress spokesperson Asit
Nath Tiwari on Sunday alleged
that just as the BJP and the RSS
were “evoking fear of Muslims
among Hindus” the RJD was
"evoking the fear of the BJP and
the RSS among Muslims”.

“ThoughIdo notwish tocom-
ment on the statement of
Jagdanand Singh, itis true that the
BJP and RSS have been evoking
the fear of 16% Muslims among
80%Hindus,and the RJD hasbeen
evoking fear of the BJP and the
RSS among Muslims. Both have
been doing their politics,” he said.

Thisis the firsttime that some-
one from the state Congress has
lashed out at the RJD like this. With

the party seeminglyinadeclinein
Bihar, senior leaders such as state
Congress chief Madan Mohan Jha
and Congress Legislature Party
leader Ajit Sharma seldom take on
the RJD onideological grounds.
The two parties came together
in the late 1990s after the BJP and
the JD(U) formed an alliance. With
the Congress’s upper caste, Dalit,
and Muslim votes, and the R]D’s
Muslim-Yadav politics, the two
parties tried to setup analliance of
convenience. But the coalition’s
performance was not consistent.
Its best showing was in the 2004
Lok Sabha pollswhenthe RIDwon
22 seats and Congress got three.
The Congress’s best performance
was in the 2015 Assembly polls

New Delhi

whenthe]D(U)toowas partofthe
alliance. It won 27 seats while the
RJDbagged 80and theJD(U)71.In
the 2019 LS polls, the R]D drew a
blank while the Congress won the
lone Opposition seat. The R]D
made astrong comeback last year
and currently has 79 MLAs.
Responding to Tiwari's com-
ments, RJD spokesperson
Mrityunjay Tiwari told The
Indian Express, “The Congress
should be careful while making
remarks about us. We often con-
test the Lok Sabha and Assembly
polls as allies ... Bihar Congress
should introspect why it has
been a downhill journey for
them in the state since Lalu
Prasad ended its rule in 1990.”

Worst phase
@ intiesever

EXPLAINED

BARRING PERHAPS the
2009 general elections
that the two parties did
not contest together, the
current phase seems to be
the worst the R]D-
Congress ties have ever
been. The two parties
came together in the late
1990s after the BJP and the
JD(U) formed an alliance.
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BIHAR
Firecracker blast
kills five, injures
sixinSaran

Patna: Five persons were
killed and six others were
injured in a blast in an il-
legal firecracker unit be-
ing run from a home in
Saran on Sunday after-
noon. Two of six injured
people have been referred
to Patna Medical College
and Hospital with serious
injuries. Saran DM Rajesh
Meena said, “Five bodies
have been recovered after
the blast so far; six others
are injured. Primary in-
vestigation suggests that
an illegal firecracker unit
had been running from
the house”. An FSL team
from Muzaffarpur haas
reached thespot. ENS

ANDHRA PRADESH
Two Bengaluru
police officers
dieinaccident

Bengaluru: Two police of-
ficers from Bengaluru
died inaroad accident af-
tertheir car hitabarrierin
Andhra Pradesh Sunday.
While the two officers,
Sub-Inspector Avinash,
and constable Anil Mulik,
died on the spot, the
driver, Maxwee, died later.
Another SI Dikshith L,
constable Sharanabasava,
who were in the vehicle,
sustained injuries and un-
dergoing treatment at
CMC Vellore. The officers
were on the road after re-
ceiving a tip-off of drugs
being moved into
Bengaluru. ENS

JAMMU & KASHMIR

Fourdead, many
injured as vehicle
rollsdowngorge

Banihal/lammu: Four
people died and many
were injured in Jammu
and Kashmir's Ramban
district on Sunday when
the vehicle they were
travelling in skidded off a
road and rolled down a
gorge, officials said. The
accident took place on
a link road in the
Higni-Badarkoot belt,
they said. The dead were
identified as Haza Begum
and Abdul Rasheed, resi-
dents of Shagan Ramsoo,
Zahida Begum and
Mushtag Ahmed.  PTI

II'T Madras in talks to set up campus in
Tanzania; Nepal, Lanka too send requests

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

AN OFFSHORE campus of IIT
Madras in Tanzania is among the
options on the government's
table as it works on a plan to en-
sure the country's premier engi-
neering institutes have a pres-
ence on the world map.

The recommendations made
in a draft report prepared by a
16-member committee —
headed by IIT Council standing
committee chairperson Dr K
Radhakrishnan — are acting as a
possible roadmap for the expan-
sion plans, according to officials
privy to the developments.

IIT Madras Director Prof V
Kamakoti told The Indian Express
that apart from Tanzania and
other African countries, the in-
stitute has also received requests
from Sri Lanka and Nepal for

campuses to offer courses in
emerging areas such as data sci-
ences and artificial intelligence
as well as energy systems.

“[IT Madras is in discussions
with multiple countries, includ-
ing Tanzania, regarding offshore
campuses. We are considering
many of these places. For African
countries, programmes in min-
ing are very important. In Nepal,
there are demands for courses on
energy systems. Courses in data
sciences are in demand every-
where,” Prof Kamakoti said.

Discussions are underway to
figure out if individual IITs
should make forays abroad, or
multiple IITs should jointly at-
tempt to do so. Prof Kamakoti
was among the seven IIT direc-
tors in the Radhakrishnan com-
mittee. Efforts are also being
made to study the market de-
mand in some of the countries
which have placed requests for

getting offshore campuses of
Indian institutions.

“We are looking at what sort
of courses can be offered. There
may be some country-specific
courses on offer, as for some coun-
tries, some topics can be of rele-
vance. We will be arriving at dif-
ferent models based on feasibility,
employment potential in those
countries,” Prof Kamakoti said.

While initially, postgraduate
courses might be offered in the
proposed satellite campuses, the
idea is to eventually scale them
up to offer the flagship under-
graduate degree courses taught
inthe IITs. The status of IT Madras
asanInstitution of Eminence also
puts it at a position of advantage
while expanding abroad.

For admissions at the UG
level, apart from JEE-Advanced
scores, Scholastic Assessment
Test or SAT scores might also be
considered. The usage of SAT

CISCE Class XII results out,

18 share top r

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

WITH A score of 99.75%, 18 stu-
dents across the country tied for
the first rank in the CISCE Class
XII examinations, the results of
which were declared on Sunday.

This means these students
missed out on a perfect 400/400
by just one mark in English and
their best three subjects.

Like the CBSE, the Council for
the Indian School Certificate
Examination (CISCE), too, had
conducted two board examina-
tions for the 2021-22 academic
year at the end of two semesters
instead of one exam at the end
of the year. However, unlike the
CBSE, the CISCE decided to give
equal weightage to marks of
both semesters in the computa-
tion of the final results.

As many as 58 students are
tied for the second spot with
99.5% and 78 students are tied
for the third spot with 99.25%.

Upasana Mandi, a student of
Smt Sulochanadevi Singhania
School, Thane, who tied for the
first rank, said though she was
happy with her score, her focus
was on her next step. “At this
point, [ am just getting ready for
the next step, which is college
admissions,” she said, adding
that she wants to pursue some-
thing on the lines of microbiol-
ogy and biotechnology.

Overall, 99.38% of the 96,940
candidates who had appeared in

ank with 99.75%

Students of a Lucknow school celebrate after the
announcement of CICSE Class 12th results on Sunday. P11

GIRLS OUTSHINE
BOYS MARGINALLY
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the exams have passed. Girls
have recorded a slightly higher
pass percentage of 99.52%, while
boys have recorded 99.26%.
While all regions have
achieved a pass percentage over
99%, the southern region has the
highest success rate with a pass

percentage of 99.81%.

The board had not con-
ducted Class XII examinations
last year because of the volatile
Covid-19ssituation and had de-
vised an alternate assessment
scheme, and 99.76% candidates
had passed.

scores inadmissions was among
the suggestions made by IIT Delhi
in its proposal to establish cam-
puses in Saudi Arabia and Egypt.
[IT-Delhi's proposal, which re-
mains pending with the govern-
ment, states that its overseas
campuses will offer four-year UG
courses with anannual intake of
up to 240 students in four
branches based on SAT scores.

“As far as postgraduate pro-
grammes are concerned, we
have our own entrance test and
interview. The mechanism is
well established. For UGs, we are
looking at multiple options,” Prof
Kamakoti said.

Ajoint degree model has al-
ready been approved by the UGC
under which every higher edu-
cational institute, including the
IITs, can tie-up with foreign uni-
versities to offer degrees.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

UTTAR PRADESH

Rs 14-crore
property owned
by MP Afzal
Ansari attached

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 24

IN Ajoint operation by Ghazipur
district administration and the
local police, properties worth Rs
14 crore and owned by sitting
MP Afzal Ansari were attached
under the Uttar Pradesh
Gangster and Anti-Social
Activities (Prevention)Act. Police
said during the preliminary in-
quiry it was found that the prop-
erties were amassed through il-
legal means.

Afzal Ansari is the elder
brother of sitting Mau Sadar
MLA Mukhtar Ansari who s cur-
rently lodged in jail.

Afzal Ansari was elected as
an MP on a Bahujan Samaj Party
ticketin the 2019 parliamentary
elections.

Superintendent of Police,
Ghazipur, Rohan Botre said, “The
action against Afzal Ansari was
taken after a case was lodged
against hm under the Uttar
pradesh Gangster and Anti-
Social Activities (Prevention) Act
in2007."

The four attached properties
are located in different villages
under the limits of Bhanwarkol
police station in Ghazipur dis-
trict. After attaching the proper-
ties, the administration also put
up aboard on the land announc-
ing their seizure.

Fresh cracks in Meghalaya’s ruling coalition after
police raid on farmhouse owned by BJP leader

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JULY 24

A POLICE raid at a farmhouse in
Meghalaya’s Tura hasled to fresh
cracks in the state's ruling coali-
tion — the National People’s
Party-led Meghalaya
Democratic Alliance, in which
the BJPis a partner.

On Saturday, the Meghalaya
Police said a special operation at
a farmhouse in Tura, owned by
militant-turned-politician
Bernard R Marak, now the vice-
president of the BJP's Meghalaya
unit, had revealed that the prem-
ises was being “runasabrothel”.

The operation was launched
following a complaint registered
in February, when a minor girl
was allegedly sexually assaulted

in the farmhouse.

In a statement on Saturday
evening, police said they detained
73 youths, including 23 women,
and rescued five minors from the
farmhouse belonging to Marak,
who was “evading arrest”.

A case was registered against
Marak under the Immoral
Trafficking (Prevention)Act, 1956.
He has said “nothing untoward”
was happening on his property.

Currently an elected member
of the Garo Tribal Autonomous
District Council, Marak is a for-
mer militant of the now-dis-
banded Garo insurgent group
Achik Nationalist Volunteer
Council (B), which fought for a
separate Garo state.

During the eight-hour-long
raid, bottles of illicit liquor, 500
packets of unused condoms and

NAMAZ ROW AT LULU MALL IN LUCKNOW
All seven seen in video arrested: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 24

WITH THE arrest of two more per-
sons, Mohammad Irfanand Saud,
the Lucknow Police on Sunday
said that they have arrested all the
seven persons identified inaviral
video allegedly offering namaz at
the newly opened LuluMallin the
state Capital. Both Irfan and Saud
are businessmen and live in
Lucknow, said the police.

The other five arrested earlier
included Mohammad Adil,
Mohammad Rehan and Atif

Khan, Mohammad Lokman and
his brother Mohammad Noman.
Allthe accused are lodged injail.

ADPC (Lucknow) Rajesh
Srivastava said, “With the arrest
of two more persons, all the seven
accused have been arrested.”

The mall, built with an invest-
ment of Rs 2,000 crore, was inau-
gurated by Chief Minister on June
10. Two days later, a video went
viral in which a group of uniden-
tified persons were seen offering
namaz inside the premises.

On a complaint filed by the
Lulu Mall administration, an FIR
was registered against unknown

& BPs
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contraceptive tablets, Rs 37,000
in cash, 37 vehicles, 47 mobile
phones and incriminating doc-
uments were found, police said.
The police statement said that
“five children (four boys and one
girl)” were found “locked inside
dingy cabin-like unhygienic
rooms” and in “a state of shock”.

Police said Marak had “more
than 25 criminal cases” registered
against him. “Even after the dis-
bandment of the outfit, he has
been indulging in criminal activi-
ties like extortion from traders of
Tura market, criminal intimida-

persons under IPC sections 153-
A (1) (promoting enmity be-
tween groups),295-A (deliberate
and malicious acts, intended to
outrage religious feelings of any
class by insulting itsreligion or re-
ligious beliefs), 341 (wrongful re-
straint),and 505 (statements con-
ducing to public mischief).

The namaz clip had triggered
a social media campaign against
the mall, with allegations that it
had employed mostly members
of the Muslim community. In re-
sponse, the mall's management
released a statement saying “over
80 per cent” of its staff was Hindu.

tion, arms smuggling, prostitu-
tion, illegal sale of liquor, illegal
sale of lottery tickets, encroach-
ment on other’s property,” the
statement said.

In a video statement on
Sunday, Marak said there was a
“threat to his life”. “I am not ab-
sconding or evading arrest, but [
amjust trying to be safe and bring
outthe truthtothe public,” he said.

The BJP leader said that a
“planned conspiracy” was afoot to
“malign” hisimage by the Conrad
Sangma-led NPP. “The BJP is now
accepted inthe state... This has cre-
ated insecurity among other po-
litical leaders, especially Conrad
Sangma, who has directed the po-
lice to file a case against me and
gun me down,” he alleged.

Marak said “nothing unto-
ward” was happening on his

property. “Police have come and
created fear psychosis. They are
linking up old cases that have
nothing to do with me,” he said.

The BJP has come out in sup-
portof Marak, calling hima “avic-
tim of political vendetta, unjustly
framed and maligned” because of
his “growing popularity in Garo
Hills, specifically Tura South.”

“The guests staying at the re-
sort come from respectable fam-
ilies and branding the resort a
‘brothel’ is highly objectionable
and unacceptable,” said Ernest
Mawrie, president of the BJP’s
state unit. “The people arrested
were guests who had paid for
their stay. Likewise, the vehicles
confiscated belonged to these
guests,” he said.

The NPP is yet to comment
on the allegations against Marak.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah at an event in Ahmedabad
on Sunday. Express

BENGAL SCHOOL JOB SCAM

HC directs ED tomove

Parthato Odisha AlIMS

Agency sought
arrested minister’s
transfer from

state-run hospital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 24

A DAY after West Bengal
Commerce and Industry
Minister Partha Chatterjee, ar-
rested in connection with the al-
leged school job scam, was ad-
mitted to government-run SSKM
Hospital in Kolkata, the Calcutta
High Court on Sunday ordered
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) to shift him to AIIMS
Bhubaneswar through air-ambu-
lance early Monday morning.

In its order, Justice Bibek
Chaudhuri stated, “...our experi-
ence asa common man with re-
gard to the role of the doctors at-
tached to the SSKM Super
speciality Hospital is not a happy
one. Inthe recent past, more than
one high-ranking political lead-
ers belonging to the ruling party
were arrested or directed to ap-
pear before the Investigating
Authority for interrogation, and
they successfully avoided inter-
rogation by... taking shelter in the
said hospital. When they found
that there was no possibility for
the Investigating Agency tointer-
rogate the suspects having strong
political background..., they were
discharged from the hospital.
They avoided even appearing be-
fore the Court on the strength of
the medical report issued by the
said hospital authority."

“Under such background and
considering the fact that the ac-
cused is the senior most Cabinet
Minister in the State of West
Bengal having immense power
and position, it would not be im-
possible for the accused with the
aide of other political executives
to take shelter under the garb of
serious illness and medical treat-
ment to evade interrogation,”

Arpita Mukherjee being produced in a Kolkata court on
Sunday. She was remanded in one-day custody of the
Enforcement Directorate. Partha Paul

Justice Chaudhuri added.

Partha Chatterjee was admit-
ted to the SSKM Hospital on
Saturday evening on a local
court's order, hours after he was
taken into custody by ED offi-
cials. Chatterjee had complained
of "uneasiness" after he was sent
to two-day ED custody.

But the ED approached the
Calcutta High Court against the
local court's order to shift
Chatterjee to SSKM. The ED
claimed that the lower court's or-
der “was not in accordance with
the law”, adding thatif Chatterjee
was unwell, he should have been
sent to Command Hospital, in-
stead of SSKM.

On Saturday evening,
Chatterjee was examined by a
team of senior doctors from
nephrology, cardiology, and en-
docrinology  departments.
Several tests, including ECG,
were conducted on him after he
was hospitalised and admitted
to the intensive care unit (ICU).

He was later moved to a
cabin of the cardiology depart-
ment and was being treated
there. Cardiologist Dr Saroj
Mondal was heading the team of
doctors looking after Chatterjee.

“He (Chatterjee) is stable.
Some tests have been conducted
and he is being administered
medicines," said a senior official
of SSKM.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

TMC demands
time-bound probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA:, JULY 24

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS on
Sunday demanded a time-
bound probe into the ED’s case
against senior minister Partha
Chatterjee.

“The party demands time-
bound investigationin the case,”
party spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh told reporters, maintain-
ing that central agencies’ probes
insome cases had been going on
for several years. He said the CBI
had been investigating the
Saradha case since 2014 while
the Narada case, which unfolded
ahead of the 2016 elections, had
yet to reach any conclusion.

Such delays were not accept-
able, he said, adding that the
TMC'srivals would “useitasatool
tocastaspersions” on the party. “If
the ED produces any proof of its
allegations and the court accepts
it, the TMC and the government
will initiate steps against any
leader, however big he may be.”

Asked about Arpita
Mukherjee, he said, “We have got
theEDversion... money hasbeen
recovered. TMC has no relation
with this money. The person from
whose residence this has been re-
covered is not from the TMC.”

A behind-the-scenes look at Uber
Files at Explained session today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

SINCEITS launch in India nine
years ago, Uber has aggressively
expanded in the country, disrupt-
ingand reshaping the cab-hailing
industry, steering itself through
rough waters in the wake of the
Uber rape case in 2014 and in-
creased Government scrutiny to
transformiitself into a $44-billion
global transportation giant with
operations in 72 countries.

Aninvestigation by The Indian
Express,in collaboration with the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) of-
fered arare glimpse into the com-
pany during its tumultuous days
of expansion steered by flamboy-
ant and brash co-founder, Travis
Kalanick, to reveal that the com-
pany used stealth technology to
bypass regulators; tapped into a
sprawling lobbying network; and
aggressively cut corners asit drove
through loopholesinlaw and reg-
ulation.

Ritu Sarin, Executive Editor
(Investigations) of The Indian
Express, Dean Starkman, Senior
Editor of the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists (ICIJ) and David Pegg,
Investigations correspondent of

$explained.Live

S Faren
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The Guardian, London, will take
you behind the scenes of this
global investigative project at the
next session of Explained Live on
“Behind the Uber Files” on
Monday at 6 pm.

They will be in conversation
with Rakesh Sinha, Executive
Editor (News Operation) of The
Indian Express. They will take you
through their findings of the Uber
Files, a leak of 182 gigabytes of
data that were obtained by The
Guardian newspaper from Mark
MacGann, a whistleblower who
provided the newspaper with
124,000 company records.

The records are from the 2013-
17 period, and are mainly internal
company emails(83,000),as well
as memos, presentations, and
WhatsApp messages.

The investigation carried out
by The Indian Express shows the
cavalier manner in which the
company’s top executives reacted
to the allegation of rape by an
Uber driver in New Delhi in
December 2014.

While officially expressing

DATE: 25 July 2022
TIME: 6 pm

Register for this webinar:
https://bit.ly/3PkLGzK

TO REGISTER:
SMS - IEEXP <space> PD
<space> Your name and
email IDto 56161.
Confirmation SMS will be
your registration

shock and empathy, the execu-
tives ininternal communications
tried to put the blame on faulty
background checks on drivers car-
ried out by Indian government of-
ficials. The panel will take you
through the tumult within the
company over the Delhi rape in-
cident and the damage-control
thereafter.

They will also take you
through the myriad tax and regu-
lation issues and the manner in
which Uber tackled them, and
make sense of the challenges
faced by the company in India.

The panel will also talk about
how the company employed var-
ious lobbying tactics, including
signing around a dozen
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) in differ-
ent states — agreements that re-
mained mostly on paper.

Ahmedabad station to be developed
on Modhera Sun temple model: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, JULY 24

THE AHMEDABAD Railway
Stationat Kalupurin Ahmedabad
City will be developed on the
theme of Modhera SunTemple in
the next five years, Union Home &
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah
announced Sunday.

The Sabarmati Railway
Station will alsobe developedina
grand manner while providing
connectivity to destinations of
SouthIndia, the Gandhinagar Lok

New Delhi

Sabha MP added.

“Today, along with numerous
developmental works done, |
guarantee you that our
Ahmedabad's railway station, too,
will (be developed). You just (wait
and) see Ahmedabad Railway
Station after five years.(Narendra)
Modiji has visualised it,
Ahmedabad's railway station will
be developed as grand as
Modhera Sun Temple,” Shah said
while addressing a public function
to dedicate a sports complex and
lay foundation stone for various
developmental projects worth Rs

211 crore in Gandhinagar Lok
Sabha constituency from
Manipur village in Ahmedabad
district. Modhera Sun Temple is
located in Mehsana, neighbour-
ing Ahmedabad district. Built in
the 11th century during the
Chalukya dynasty in honour of the
Sun God, it is a major tourist des-
tination in North Gujarat.

He said: “Trains that don't go
to South (India) from Sabarmati
willalso be connected. We are go-
ing to make sure that passengers
bound for South India get trains
from Sabarmati.”
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WORDLY WISE
‘WE ARE THE FIRST GENERATION TO FEEL THE
EFFECT OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE LAST WHO
CAN DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. —BarRack OBAMA
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

FIELD OF CONCERN

Falling rice acreage in eastern India is symptom of a larger
problem with environmental, equity, fiscal dimensions

ARMERS HAVE PLANTED about 16.4 per cent less area so far under rice com-
pared to last year at this time, despite overall kharif crop acreage going up. The
reason is rainfall deficiency of 44-59 per cent across Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and Gangetic West Bengal, even as the country as a whole has
recorded 11 per cent surplus precipitation from June 1 to July 24. The monsoon’s revival
in much of the South Peninsula, Central, West and Northwest India has helped boost sow-
ings of most kharif oilseeds, pulses, coarse cereals and cotton. However, poor rains in the
Gangetic plains have led to delayed transplanting of paddy by farmers, many of whom had
even raised nurseries during the first half of June. The seedlings from those have aged or
gone dry and are not suitable for transplanting. Farmers will, then, have to undertake
fresh nursery sowing of shorter duration varieties, which would yield less grain per acre.
All this will translate into lower rice production, although it is possible that the losses
in eastern India may be significantly offset by output from other regions. Rice, unlike
wheat, is not only grown over a wider geography both south and north of the Vindhyas,
but also in the kharif as well as rabi season. Given that, the wheat story — of an unex-
pected decline due to a sudden surge in temperatures from mid-March — is less likely to
be repeated in rice. Also, with current stocks in government godowns being three-and-
a-half times the required minimum buffer, the supply situation in rice should be quite
manageable. If at all restrictions on exports are necessary down the line, these should be
in the form of tariff or minimum sale price, as opposed to outright ban on shipments.
Less area getting planted under paddy in UP, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal s,
nevertheless, disturbing from a different standpoint. This whole belt, together with
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Assam, has sufficient groundwater resources for sustainable
rice cultivation. But the absence of irrigation facilities, whether canals or three-phase
electricity supply at consistent 440 volts, means that farmers there are mostly at the
mercy of the monsoon rains. This is in contrast to Punjab, Haryana or Telangana farmers,
who are able to grow paddy on the back of free power and assured government procure-
ment, even while sucking their water tables dry. The water footprint of rice production
is lower in the eastern states, whose farmers, unfortunately, receive little by way of irri-
gation or minimum price support. That many of them may end up not planting paddy this
time is a symptom of a larger problem with environmental, equity and fiscal dimensions.

ADDRESS THE SKEW

[ITs and IIMs must take enabling measures to expand pool of
SC, ST and OBC candidates for PhD programmes

ATA SHARED LAST week in Parliament by the Ministry of Education shows

thatIndia’s elite business schools and technology institutions are way short

of fulfilling their social justice-related commitments in doctoral pro-

grammes. The number of students from Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribes
and OBC communities accepted for the PhD programme in the IITs and IIMs in the past
four years were below the constitutionally mandated norms. The Central Educational
Institutions (Reservations in admission) Act, 2006 mandates 15 per cent, 7.5 per cent and
27 per cent quotas for SC, ST and OBC students. But many IITs maintain that since there
is no fixed sanctioned annual intake for PhD programmes, they cannot follow the reser-
vation policy. [IMs have a somewhat different explanation: Reserved category vacancies
are not filled because of the dearth of suitable candidates. In both cases, the troubling
spinoff of the deficits is that the faculties of these institutions do not reflect the country’s
social diversity.

The number of PhD applications to [IMs from students of SC, ST and OBC communities
increased only marginally in the past four years. In case of the IITs, this increase was more
appreciable. But the pool of applicants continues to be shallow. This means that even
though the percentage of accepted applications is roughly the same across the reserved and
general categories, the intake of students from disadvantaged sections is way below the
mandated norms. A job, not research, is usually the top priority for a large section of stu-
dents from marginalised sections. But research, whether in technology, economics, or any
other field, is unlikely to make meaningful difference to the lives of India’s weaker sec-
tions if students from these communities are not adequately represented in laboratories
and classrooms. The government has been aware of this imperative. In 2017, in a letter to
IIM Ahmedabad, it asked the institute to “focus on having more fellows from SC, ST and OBC
communities so that they can become prospective faculty members”. However, instead of
instituting enabling measures, the [IMs, in 2019, requested the government to exempt
them from reserving faculty posts for socially and economically weaker sections.

The government’s 2019 data shows that 48 per cent of IIT dropouts were from re-
served categories. In the case of [IMs, this was much higher — 62 per cent. A large body
of scholarly literature points out the need for providing special assistance — in classrooms
and outside them — to students from communities that have a long history of being dis-
criminated against. But the introduction of such measures in India’s elite academies re-
mains patchy, at best. It's a neglect that a country aspiring to be a knowledge economy
leader can ill-afford.
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Expand Agnipath

Centre must extend idea to All India Services.

It will make bureaucracy more performance-oriented

PRAKASH SINGH

THE GOVERNMENT HAS launched an
Agnipath scheme for the armed forces of
the country with a view to make these a
leaner force without compromising on their
combat abilities. A similar scheme is per-
haps called for with regard to the All India
Services (AIS).

The AIS have rendered excellent serv-
ices to the country despite the severe con-
straints under which the officers function.
However, we have reached a stage when
some radical rethinking is required. Services
have an inbuilt tendency to proliferate. It is
true that government activities today cover
a much wider spectrum, that welfare
schemes are now undertaken on a massive
scale, and that law and order problems have
become far more complex. To cope with the
increasing responsibilities, there has been a
steady expansion of the civil services. Yet,
there is a huge sense of dissatisfaction over
their performance. Some bureaucrats have
gone to the extent of suggesting that the IAS
should be scrapped. No one has suggested
the abolition of police because, howsoever
inefficient it might be, its total absence
would result in lawlessness and chaos.
However, the fact remains that people are
generally dissatisfied with the performance
of the police and there are credible com-
plaints about its brutality, third-degree
methods and extra-judicial killings.

It has been noticed that once an officer
is selected for the AIS, he/she develops a
smug attitude that his/her career for the
next 30/35 years is now secure and that, un-
der normal circumstances, he/she would be
able to reach the top level. There is no pres-
sure to perform, no incentive to innovate,
and no desire to excel. No wonder, many of
these officers become laid-back and are,
most of the time, feathering their nests.
There is no agni in them.

Senior officers of the IAS and IPS have
gone to the Supreme Court for reforms in
the civil services and the police. The judici-
ary has, from time to time, given directions

The Gol should think of an
Agnipath scheme for the All
India Services (AIS). Itis
suggested that the
performance of all AIS
officers should be subjected
to a strict review at three
stages — once when they
have completed 15 years of
service, then after 25 years of
service, and, finally, after 30
years of service. The reviews
should be with the objective
of weeding out 25 per cent of
officers at the first stage, 10
per cent officers at the
second stage and 5 per cent
officers at the third stage.
‘Weeding out should be for
poor performance, charges of
corruption, any other
misconduct of a serious
nature, or for being
physically unfit.

for reforms but these have not been imple-
mented in letter and spirit with the result
that there has been hardly any change in
the ground situation. Reforms are going to
be along haul.

Meanwhile, the services continue to ac-
quire flab. To give an example, Uttar Pradesh
today has 14 officers in the rank of Director
General of Police (DGP) and 42 in the rank
of Additional DGP. There was a time when
one Inspector General was the head of the
entire UP Police. The bureaucracy is even
fatter. UP has 29 officers in the rank of Chief
Secretary/Additional Chief Secretary, 28 of-
ficers in the rank of Principal Secretary, and
61 Secretaries. It is the same story across the
country. Not that things are better at the
Centre. The Government of India has nearly
91 officers in the rank of Secretary (exclud-
ing those in the PMO, Niti Aayog and
National Security Council Secretariat) and
21 in the rank of DGP.

The AIS have become very, very top-
heavy. In fact, there are a number of officers
who are holding top positions but have very
little work to do. This makes them frus-
trated. As a result, many of them are poli-
ticking most of the time with a view to get-
ting a top post in the bureaucratic
mainstream. There is jockeying and lobby-
ing for the highest positions. It is almost a
cut-throat competition. What makes this
distressing is that a number of these offi-
cers are of just average calibre or even
mediocre. As one senior officer said in jest,
“horses and donkeys, all manage to reach
the top under the present system”.

Under these circumstances, the Gol
should think of an Agnipath scheme for the
AIS. The performance of all AIS officers
should be subjected to a strict review at
three stages — once when they have com-
pleted 15 years of service, then after 25
years of service, and, finally, after 30 years of
service. The objective of the reviews should
be to weed out 25 per cent of officers at the
first stage, 10 per cent officers at the second

stage and 5 per cent officers at the third
stage. Weeding out should be for poor per-
formance, charges of corruption, any other
misconduct of a serious nature, or for being
physically unfit.

Screening at each stage will have to be
very rigorous and the mechanism to do so
must be impartial. It will have to be doubly
ensured that the officers are not victimised
for political reasons. The officers may be
given copper/silver/golden handshakes at
the three stages.

The periodic trimming of services would
ensure that officers become performance-
oriented, acquire new skills and a flair for
innovation in administration. The compla-
cency and smugness, which we presently
notice, would disappear in a majority of
cases. There would also be less jostling at
the top; the top would, in fact, become
lighter. It would also ensure that the struc-
ture of services becomes pyramid-shaped
and not the trapezium it is now. The All
India Services Rules will, of course, have to
be amended.

The weeding out at different stages can
be done by a panel, which may comprise re-
tired judges, officers of impeccable integrity
drawn from different services, and distin-
guished members of the civil society. The
panel should have representation from all
the states of the country — it may have 40 to
50 persons. Every time the review is under-
taken, three to five from the panel should
be chosen by lottery, taking care that they
are from states other than the one whose
officers’ performance is going to be re-
viewed. If an officer feels aggrieved by the
decision of the panel, he should be able to
approach a tribunal.

There would be fierce resistance to this
scheme from within the AIS. The services,
however, need a shake up. The officers de-
serve an injection of agni.

The writer is a former DGP of BSF, UP and
Assam Police
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Demanding that an entertainer also be historically accurateis a fool’s game

Pooja P1LLAI

ATTHE 68TH Academy Awards in 1996, the
historical war drama Braveheart picked up
the night’s two big awards — Best Picture
and Best Director for Mel Gibson, who also
played the lead role of 13th-century
Scottish rebel leader, William Wallace.
Never mind that the film had been roundly
panned by historians for being inaccurate
on several counts — from the blue paint that
Wallace and his followers wore on their
faces (about 1,000 years after the Picts had
actually worn it to fight off the Romans) to
depicting Wallace as having picked up arms
against the English because they had mur-
dered his wife. Many detractors argued that
the film even got its name wrong:
“Braveheart” was the term used to describe
King Robert the Bruce, not Wallace.

For a movie-going audience, however,
burly men with blue face paint and clad in
kilts (also historically inaccurate) going to
war over a dead woman makes for a far
more compelling story than the actual
events. Even the name of the film, accurate
or not, is enticing. They're not at the movies
for a history lesson — they’re there to be en-
tertained. One could argue that the whole
point of a film — particularly if it is a main-
stream fiction entertainer — is to tella com-
pelling story. Facts, even if relevant, be
damned. This is why the brouhaha over a
British history professor’s unfavourable re-
view of the SS Rajamouli blockbuster RRR,

All the noise aside, though,
the question of whether or
not filmmakers have a duty
to historical accuracy is
important, and one that
comes up repeatedly. But it is
one that can only be
answered if we know that a
particular filmmaker, when
making a movie set during a
specific period of history,
makes a claim to accuracy.
This Rajamouli has
expressly not done.

whichis set in the early 20th century when
India was still a colony, seems overblown.

In his now-viral review, Robert Tombs
complains that RRR “slanders” the British by
showing them “roaming the country casually
committing crimes”, calling it “a sign of ab-
solute ignorance or of deliberate dishonesty”.
Not surprisingly, Indian social media blew up
with counter-accusations of the “deep denial”
of colonial crimes by yet another “white boy”
with even Winston Churchill, predictably, be-
ing dragged into the controversy.

To Tombs, RRR is just another “national-
ist myth” where the British are “cast in the
role of villains” because “It's a way that quite
a few countries make up heroic stories
about themselves.” But couldn’t the same
thing be said about, for example, the 2017
film Victoria and Abdul or even the Netflix
series The Crown, both of which have been
accused of whitewashing colonialism to
cast theirimperial “heroes” in nobler light?
In fact, British public memory is marked by
wilful amnesia about the actual brutalities
of colonialism and its long shadow. The
school curriculum in the UK is notoriously
silent about the empire, with generations
of school children growing up having little
to no knowledge about it.

All the noise aside, though, the question
of whether or not filmmakers have a duty to
historical accuracy is important, and one
that comes up repeatedly. But it is one that

canonly be answered if we know that a par-
ticular filmmaker, when making a movie
set during a specific period of history, makes
a claim to accuracy. This Rajamouli has ex-
pressly not done. Even before RRR’s release,
he had said in interviews that there are no
historical facts in his film, only imagination,
his biggest liberty being the depiction of the
friendship between Komaram Bheem and
Alluri Sitarama Raju, two men who, in real
life, had never even met. Perhaps Rajamouli
believes his duty is towards his audience,
making sure that they are entertained, and
towards his producers, doing his best to
help them make money.

In his manifesto, The Minnesota
Declaration: Truth and Fact in Documentary
Cinema, German filmmaker Werner Herzog
wrote, “Facts cannot be underestimated as
they have normative power. But they do not
give us insight into the truth, or the illumi-
nation of poetry.” Rajamouli’s historical epic,
with heroes who perform physics-defying
stunts and a tiger that cowers when a human
being roars back at it, is obviously not a doc-
umentary film (which is also, arguably, not
aform thatis wedded to “facts”). But it does
offer an insight into a truth: If a film that is
designed to simply please its audience
achieves this end, demanding that it also be
faithful to historical facts is a fool's game.

pooja.pillai@expressindia.com
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incident.

PRESIDENT’S PLEA

CM’s HOME BOMBED

CERTAIN UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS, sus-
pected to be extremists, hurled two bombs
into the ancestral home of Punjab Chief
Minister Darbara Singh at Jandiala village,
about 20 km from Jullundhur. There was
no loss of life or property. The miscreants
used the cover of night to flee. The police
arrived on the scene an hour after the

PRESIDENT N SANJEEVA Reddy, has ex-
pressed concern at the conduct of public
affairs, and warned those in power that
the people, whose disillusionment was

daily growing, would not accept it for long
“if we make a mockery of it.” In a farewell
message to the nation broadcast, Reddy
the country’s present political scenario
gave little cause for satisfaction. Reddy
made a plea for the emergence of an ef-
fective opposition.

BHINDRANWALE ARMS

PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER Darbara Singh
indicated that steps were underway to
force the supporters of Sant Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale to surrender their illegal
arms. He said: “A few arms have already
been recovered and you will see within a
few days the steps we take to get more il-
licit arms out of Sant Bhindranwale’s sup-

New Delhi

porters.” Darbara Singh said the culprits
involved in the recent killings and other
sabotage cases have been identified and a
number of them have already been ar-
rested. Some of them escaped abroad and
the state government has approached the
Centre for their extradition.

BEIRUT BOMBED

SYRIAN MISSILES SHOT down an Israeli
Phantom fight-bomber in eastern Lebanon
as Israeli jets and artillery pounded West
Beirut for the third straight day. The mili-
tary command in Tel Aviv said the two pi-
lots of the downed plane bailed out safely
and were captured by Syrian troops in con-
trol of Bekaa valley.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JULY 25,2022

THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The government should consider fast-tracking the planned construction of a
vaccine plant which will be useful for all vaccine-related purposes in the future
— including developing our own vaccines against Monkeypox, which could

potentially prove to be life-saving.”

—DAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

A President for the Republic

Droupadi Murmu'’s election underlines the weakening grip of the elite on India’s political
culture. Itis a sign that its democracy is evolving beyond the European model

e! <6

RAKESH SINHA

WHAT IS THE significance of Droupadi
Murmu becoming President of India? The
answer to this question has more to do
with vital issues of social democracy and
republican spirit than with ideological or
political divides. The spotlight during pres-
idential polls had so far been on the indi-
vidual contestants and the process was
seen as a test of the political hegemony of
the ruling party. The debate now has
shifted from personality-centred politics
to republicanism. While the former indi-
cates elitism, the latter is fundamentally
associated with political activism at the
grass roots.

This change also underlines the cardinal
difference between the Nehru and Modi eras.
Jawaharlal Nehru inaugurated the Indian
sovereign democratic republic without dis-
associating with European values, which was
areason for his emphasis on remaining a part
of the British Commonwealth — despite stiff
nationalist opposition. Narendra Modi dis-
carded European values imposed on Indian
political processes. For him, politics is about
the masses.

Murmu — as both a woman and tribal
leader — has the exceptional advantage of
understanding and experiencing grass
roots-level democratic institutions, in
which she has worked. She struggled in a
system where social hierarchies and eco-
nomic inequality worked against her. She
belongs to the community of tribal people
who constitute 8.6 per cent of India’s pop-
ulation and are spread across the country.
This section of society has been the most
marginalised since the colonial era. Tribal
people's per capita income, literacy rate,
and health indices show their increasing
marginalisation. The displacement of more
than 50 lakh tribal people since
Independence has aggravated their misery.
However, their contributions to the free-
dom movement and national economy
were as significant as any other section of
society. From Tilka Majhi (Jharkhand) to
Tirot Sing (Meghalaya), many displayed
their patriotic fervour by standing against
British colonialism.

The dignity of tribal communities was
undermined by the colonial regime — they
were contemptuously called “Animists” till
the 1911 census. In addition to socio-eco-
nomic upliftment, tribal communities
needed recognition of their dignity and an
appreciation of their role in national life.
The Modi government declared the birth
anniversary of Birsa Munda, the most
revered nationalist tribal leader, as
“Janjatiya Gaurav Divas”. Murmu’s election
as President, then, is the realisation of an
unaccomplished task of the Indian republic.

The powers and position of the Indian
President prevent the office from becoming
a power centre. It does, however, have a
definite role as a symbol of republican
virtue — a virtue that overcomes the limi-
tations and compulsions of the party sys-
tem. The President is, of course, a non-con-
frontational office. But, undeniably, it can
be avigilant custodian of the Constitution.
The first President of India, Rajendra
Prasad, was a freedom fighter and Indian

politics witnessed the battle between the
then President and Prime Minister (Nehru)
over their respective philosophies. The
President’s office remained a captive of the
ruling party when Indira Gandhi imposed
Emergency in 1975. The office became the
battleground when there was a splitin the
Congress in 1969 and both factions used
the presidential election to prove their
strength. Indira Gandhi’s choice — V'V Giri
— defeated the official candidate, N
Sanjeeva Reddy, by a thin margin of about
fifteeen thousand votes.

Murmu’s election is also significant be-
cause it challenges the elite domination of
India's political culture. This is one reason
that our parliamentary democracy has not
evolved. Democracy has, no doubt, ex-
panded social horizons and embraced real-
ities that are increasingly getting reflected
in our discourses as well as in representa-
tion in legislatures. However, metropoli-
tanism continues to hold sway. It is here
that Modi's leadership marks a great leap:
It has been instrumental in deconstructing
the elitist democracy. Murmu’s choice is
intrinsically related to this process of de-
mocratisation.

The first sign was the democratisation
of the Padma awards, which were earlier
seen as the province of the eminent, shin-
ing stars from different fields. Since 2014,
they have recognised common people,
with uncommon accomplishments. Tulsi
Gowda from the Halakki tribe,
Meghalaya's Trinity Saioo and Assam’s
Jadav Payeng are now all Padma awardees.
This is a recognition of the dignity of com-
mon people’s service to the nation. The
Indian republic is a voluntary union of
civilisational legacies and constitutional
obligations. For decades, we remained
captives of the European model and tried
to evolve incrementally. But every society
has to proceed in accordance with its de-
mographic and cultural characteristics.
Nelson Mandela changed the political cul-
ture of South Africa and the US took cen-
turies to elect its first black president. This
is a symptom of the limits of the European-
Western model. India’s rich legacy of
democracy, since the Vedic period, re-
mained in the footnotes of our textbooks.

Opposition parties have
failed to perceive that the
horizontal expansion of
democracy does not herald
republicanism. BR
Ambedkar had said that
without social democracy,
political democracy would
remain hypocritical and lack
the conviction required to
bring about egalitarianism. A
tribal woman being elected to
the highest office is not a
symbolic gesture or an
apolitical elevation. It is a
realisation of the country's
collective conscience that
tribal communities deserve
more than they have received
from the Indian state.
Therefore, her choice
attracted the support of
political parties which are
opposed to the BJP.
President Droupadi Murmu
illustrates the advancement
of social democracy.

CR Sasikumar

Our republic will not be complete if we do
not access our own civilisational legacies,
beyond constitutional obligations. This be-
ganin 2014.

Opposition parties have failed to per-
ceive that the horizontal expansion of
democracy does not herald republicanism.
B R Ambedkar had said that without social
democracy, political democracy would re-
main hypocritical and lack the conviction
required to bring about egalitarianism. A
tribal woman being elected to the highest
office is not a symbolic gesture or an apo-
litical elevation. It is a realisation of the
country's collective conscience that tribal
communities deserve more than they have
received from the Indian state. Therefore,
her choice attracted the support of political
parties which are opposed to the BJP.
President Droupadi Murmu illustrates the
advancement of social democracy.

Economic advancement or political par-
ticipation is not the only criteria to fulfil the
constitutional obligations towards a com-
munity. A recognition of their historical
role and an appreciation of their social and
cultural values are equally important.
India’s huge tribal population now findsits
role in the republican and democratic sys-
tem of the nation recognised.

Itis a devaluation of both the dignity of
acommunity, as well as an undermining of
its civilisational contributions when doubts
are raised about the capability of a grass
roots worker. Independence was won and
the nation’s culture has been sustained by
its grass roots.

The President’s office is above party pol-
itics. Despite the contest for the post,
Murmu's election shows the collective will
of the people. As the President, she has to
now live up to this trust. The election also
shows that as democracy marches, it over-
comes prejudices, destroys privileges and
leaves behind politics shorn of ideas. This
transformation in democratic thinking and
process will have far-reaching effects. The
opportunity arising from the discourse of
the presidential election should be utilised
for achieving the goals of social democracy.

The writer is a BIP Member of Parliament in
the Rajya Sabha

Beijing

Coma

Government must stop appeasing China to protect itsimage

GAURAV GOGOI

THE 16TH ROUND of talks between India
and China at the Corps Commander level
has ended with no sign of a Chinese with-
drawal from eastern Ladakh. This came on
the heels of talks on July 7 between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi that failed to
show any results. While the MEA’s state-
ment following the meeting called on China
“to complete the disengagement from all
remaining areas”, the Chinese statement
made no reference to Ladakh whatsoever.
Instead, it discussed Chinese concerns over
Ukraine. We have reached such a sorry sit-
uation that the Chinese don’t even bother
to acknowledge India’s demands.

More than two years after the border
crisis with China began in eastern Ladakh,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s strategy
can be summed up as DDLJ — deny, distract,
lie, justify. Speaking at an all-party meet on
June 19, 2020, only four days after we lost
20 brave Indian soldiers in Galwan, the PM
gave China a clean chit. He said: “Na yahan
koi hamari seema main ghus aya hai, na hi
koi ghusa hua hai.” Yet, somehow, India has
lost control of 1,000 square kilometres of
territory where our troops could earlier pa-
trol but are now either blocked by Chinese
troops or are no longer able to enter because
of disengagement agreements.

The BJP government uses the euphe-
mism of “friction points” to describe the
border situation. Please explain to the peo-
ple of India why there is “friction” if
Chinese troops are not in control of our ter-
ritory.

The PM’s need to protect his image has
also tied the government in knots: The
Ministry of Defence in August 2020 was
forced to take down a document on its
website that directly contradicted the PM
and admitted that “the Chinese side trans-
gressed in the areas of Kugrang Nala, Gogra
and the north bank of Pangong Tso lake”.
In November 2020, the MEA “took note” of
a US report that China had built a 100-
home village in disputed territory in
Arunachal Pradesh, and that it would never
accept China’s “illegal occupation” of our
territory. However, the then Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) contradicted this
stance and denied any Chinese construc-
tion on our side.

Previous Congress governments had a
clear policy to repel Chinese intrusions — a
quick, focused counter that creates bargain-
ing space and facilitates Chinese with-
drawal. This was done in Nathu La (1967),
Sumdurong Chu (1986) and Chumar (2013),
leading in the third case to a Chinese pull-
out from Depsang after three weeks.

After its initial blunders, this govern-
ment also did well to authorise the Indian
Army to occupy positions in the Kailash
Range south of Pangong Tso on the night of
August 29/30, 2020. However, the govern-
ment gave up these advantageous positions
in February 2021 without insisting on a full
Chinese withdrawal and a return to the sta-
tus quo. Former Corps Commander Major
General Raj Mehta (Retd.) described this
premature withdrawal as a “grave mistake”.

Clearly, India’s stance has become re-
active rather than proactive. Our state-
ments have even stopped referring to the
status quo as an objective. Over two years,
India and China have also engaged in 10
rounds of talks at the foreign ministry level
under the Working Mechanism for
Consultation & Coordination on India-
China Border Affairs (WMCC). During this
period, China has cemented its control with
an unprecedented military build-up in
Aksai Chin most recently including 5G net-
works up to the LAC, five new heliports, a
large bridge across Pangong Tso and a no-
table increase in air activity. This expansion
is aimed at giving China the capability of
quick escalation and rapid manoeuvre in
eastern Ladakh. It is clear that the Chinese
are being hyper-aggressive, while our lead-
ership prefers to deceive the Indian people

under its DDLJ strategy.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister's policies
are deepening our economic dependence on
China: India’s imports from China hitan all-
time high of $94 billion in 2021-22. As chief
minister, Modi himself once said: “The prob-
lem is not on the border but in Delhi.”

The PM must correct his course and
take the nation into confidence about the
China threat. He should hold a press con-
ference along with the defence minister
and the external affairs minister to explain
the current situation, followed by a White
Paper. There should be a dedicated brief-
ing to the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Defence on the China situa-
tion, and a two-day debate in Parliament.

The government should also appoint a
full-time CDS, a position that has been va-
cant for seven months during a critical pe-
riod for our national security. And it should
withdraw the Agnipath scheme that
threatens to demoralise our troops at a
time of high national security threat.

The Congress party’s stand is crystal
clear: The status quo ante prevailing on the
LAC prior to May 5, 2020, must be restored
at all costs.

The writer is Deputy Leader of the Congress
Parliamentary Party

US-India tango

Deeper defence and technology cooperation
are key to shifting the India-US partnership

into the next orbit

RAJEEV MANTRI

IN A 2009 interview, former Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew anticipated
the rise of a multipolar world and opined
that “the Indians are going to be them-
selves, they will never be everybody’s
lackey”. The senior statesman rebuffed
suggestions of the 21st century as a bipo-
lar era dominated by the US and China,
castin the mould of the US-Soviet rivalry,
and was prescient in foreseeing the emer-
gence of a multipolar world, well before
it was obvious.

The possibility of India’s continuing
rise over this century seems to be on a
stronger wicket today than it was a decade
ago, marred as the early 2010s were by po-
litical instability and economic turmoil.
But such tectonic shifts are, by definition,
not hostage to ephemeral forces of the
moment — in the extant case, they are
part of alarger reversion to the mean, with
Asia once again taking its place as the geo-
economic epicentre of the world.

Prior to the era of colonial exploitation
followed by self-inflicted stagnation due
to communist economic policies adopted
across the region, the ancient civilisations
of India and China dominated the world
economy. This was not due to large popu-
lations alone — there existed a deep his-
tory of scientific innovation and techno-
logical prowess, which spread by osmosis
and intercourse from the East to the West.
The West, led principally by Great Britain,
then stole a march over Asia with the ad-
vent of the Industrial Revolution. A pyrrhic
victory for Britain in the Second World
War marked the formal transfer of the
Western bloc’s leadership to the US,
which later became the preferred desti-
nation for high-quality human capital mi-
grating out of Asia because of the govern-
ment-enforced economic hara-kiri
committed by leaders like Mao,
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi.

Cut to the 2020s, and there is a trans-
formed landscape, nothing like what ex-
isted even 20 years ago. China is now
home to a manufacturing-led and tech-
nology-driven economy, competing head-
on with the US in areas like biotech, ro-
botics, artificial intelligence, and advanced
materials. India, which faced an economic
setback when the liberalisation process
largely came to a halt between 2004-2014,
is back on its feet, with consistent com-
mitment and concerted policy action fo-
cused on building domestic capabilities
in critical technologies as well as in key
manufacturing industries and pursuing
important structural economic reforms.

The confusion between the US-China
and India-China relationships has also
been clarified. From seeing non-demo-
cratic China as a benign partner, the US
now sees it as a threat, the present preoc-
cupations in Europe notwithstanding.
India, which for a time welcomed Chinese
involvement in its economy, has also re-
calibrated after the 2020 Galwan face-off.

Triangular romances are always awk-
ward, and though decisive clarity on who
stands where took time to crystallise, it is
welcome. Unlike India and the US, which

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

in new world order

are both well-established republics with
deep democratic cultures, China is “a
party with a state attached to it”, to use
the pithy and evocative description by for-
mer Foreign Secretary, Vijay Gokhale.
Being inextricably linked by geography,
Beijing’s ambition to dominate its periph-
ery and proximate region is of particular
concern to India.

Given this background, India and the US
are natural allies to confront the challenges
posed by an expansionist and aggressive
Chinain the Indo-Pacific and beyond. There
are clear signals of unprecedented cooper-
ation between the two countries in areas
like national security, defence production
and most prominently, new-age informa-
tion technology and internet industries
where American financial firms and blue-
chip corporates are contributing growth
capital as well as know-how.

For the India-US strategic partnership
to shift to the next orbit, closer cooperation
in scientific research and critical emerging
technologies is imperative, as the recently
concluded India-US 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue recognised. In particular, as some
American lawmakers highlighted when
providing India with a specific exemption
under Countering America’s Adversaries
through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) — a fed-
eral law that seeks to impose sanctions on
countries that engage in military trade with
states such as Russia — that the American
defence industry should contribute to re-
ducing India’s dependence on Russian ar-
maments and equipment.

Connected to the expansion of de-
fence-industrial ties is the broadening of
technology collaboration in areas like arti-
ficial intelligence, drones, advanced ma-
terials, space technology, semiconductors,
and biotech in India, beyond the consumer
tech and software sectors. The Indian gov-
ernment’s efforts to promote venture cap-
ital investment and entrepreneurship in
these frontier technology sectors should
be seen in this larger strategic context.

The tone, tenor and trajectory of the
India-US relationship are proving to be un-
like any that the US has had before —
strictly speaking, India is not a part of the
geopolitical and cultural West yet is “west-
ernised” enough to be comfortable in that
bloc. Additionally, unlike some other coun-
tries in the Indian Subcontinent, India
never has been nor will be anybody’s
lackey. Demographic and economic trends
firmly position India as a global force that
will have the weight to stride alongside
America and China, who would constitute
the other two geopolitical — and ideolog-
ical — poles over the 21st century.

Lee Kuan Yew remarked in the same
2009 interview that the US would have to
share leadership with China and India in
the second half of the 21st century and
“make space” for them. Events over the
last decade have clarified the landscape
further. India and the US are — and should
be — closely aligned in addressing the
threat posed by an authoritarian party
controlling a state. Indeed, the combined
financial firepower, human capital, and
technology prowess available between
the two countries would place the world
on a safer and more stable plane. The
India-US partnership is, in that sense, not
anicety but a necessity for the new mul-
tipolar world order.

The writer is managing director of Navam
Capital and co-founder of the India
Enterprise Council

OPPOSITION UNITY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Abdicating space’ (IE, July 23). The
TMC’s abstention from the V-P elec-
tion will further Jagdeep Dhankhar’s
chances at the office. Dhankhar and
the TMC had been at loggerheads ever
since he came to occupy the Raj
Bhavan. Even if that had not been the
case, the TMC would have not sup-
ported the BJP nominee. Its move il-
lustrates that the Opposition camp is
in disarray. Its expectation of being
consulted is not wrong. It should,
however, keep aside this grievance,
justified though, for the sake of
Opposition unity.

Samiul Hassan Quadri, Bikaner

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Abdicating space’ (IE, July 23).1t is high
time that the various opposition par-
ties to paper over their differences and
consolidate the fight against the ruling
BJP. Internecine conflict will only serve
the political ends of the ruling forces
and further diminish the space avail-
able for the Opposition to fulfil its role.
There’s still time for the Opposition to
work as a united group that has the
ability to register its presence vis-a-vis
the BJP. Without it, there is no way for
us to check the ruling government’s
powers.

Devendra Awasthi , Lucknow

GST HIKE

THIS REFERS TO the report,
‘Opposition disrupts Lok Sabha over
price rise, GST on packaged food’ (IE,
July 23). The imposition of GST on es-
sential goods such as wheat, pulses,
maize and other commodities will
only add to the economic burden of
the common people. This will espe-
cially take a toll on the earnings of the
economically disadvantaged sections
of the country, who will now have to
shell out a major chunk of their in-
come for necessities. The question is:
When the government has a variety
of non-essential commodities for GST
hikes, what was the pressing need to
slap taxes on basic food items and
grains?

Aanya Singhal, Noida

FREE VACCINES

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘WHO
sounds highest alarm level for
Monkeypox as cases climb’ (IE, July 24).
The occurrence of monkeypox in many
parts of the world and the concern
raised by the WHO should be kept in
mind. The present unvaccinated popu-
lation remains vulnerable as the small-
pox virus and monkeypox virus are
cross-protective. The need of the houris
free universal vaccination.

SSPaul, Chakdaha

New Delhi
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User harm is a reciprocal

concept of safety and is
different for different
people. For example,
online gaming can be a
hostile environment for
women. Then there are
crimes unique to cybers-
pace, where children are

bullied and gaslighted

Liz Mathew: What is the tangible
result of the Skill India campaign ata
time when unemployment has
become an issue although the
government says that 1.07 crore
people were skilled in 2021. How will
it impact young voters?

Since the Skill India launch in 2016,
about 3.2 crore youth have been skilled,
upskilled and reskilled. They have ac-
quired capabilities for either micro entre-
preneurship or self-employment. The
Periodic Labour Force Survey mapping
unemployment shows that from 2017 to
the time before the pandemic broke out
(2020), the unemployment numbers
were declining steadily. Then Covid-19 led
to workforce disruption. In our sample
surveys, we found that 67-70 per cent of
those who go through short-term train-
ing programmes get employment.

Liz Mathew: The requirement for the
workforce keeps changing. What are
we doing to make them employable?
Skilling is a demand-driven pro-
gramme and is developed in partnership
with the industries that are going to be the
employers. Currently, for example, in the
inventory of skills offered by the Skill India
ecosystem, there are more than 5,000
types of jobroles that range from blue col-
lar to white collar, from carpenters to Alen-
gineers. So,a spectrum of skills is available.

Liz Mathew: The Periodic Labour
Survey shows a drop in the women
workforce. Is the government
concerned about this?

Post-Covid, there has been a deep dis-
ruption and change in the type of work-
force required by the industry and its com-
position. For example, one of the almost
non-negotiable requirements in the work-
force today is digital skills, regardless of
whether you are a carpenter or a factory
shop-floor worker. Today, more and more
women are now participating in the work-
force through the remote model. For ex-
ample, in the IT sector; out of the eight-nine
lakh people that have been recruited this
year, 4.5 lakh are women. In the electron-
icsand manufacturing industry, with two
lakh additional jobs, almost 80 per cent are
women. And these women are getting
skilled, not just on the ground in the plant,
but also digitally.

Liz Mathew: Before the Uttar Pradesh
elections, you were meeting start-ups
and entrepreneurs there. You have
also been asked to go to Gujarat, now
an election-bound state. How does
this government ensure that
beneficiaries of its programmes
transform into a support base?
Inamonth, I visitabout four or five cam-
puses around the country, in places like
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and
Karnataka.Itell them a few facts of the India
story. In the late 1980s, there was this nar-
rative about Indian democracy that of the
Rs 100 that went from Delhi, Rs 15 reached
the beneficiary and Rs 85 was the commis-
sion or the cost of governance because of
leakages and corruption.In 2022, that nar-
rative has been turned around. Today, Rs
100 goes from here to a PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi, or an MGNREGA or DBT, the same
amount reaches the account of the benefi-
ciary without any leakage, delay or inter-
mediation. Through technology, we’ve
changed that. The economic model that we
built was dependent on 10-11 groups.
Today, you have about 90,000 start-ups and
100 unicorns thatare worth billions of dol-
lars, all expanding the economic pie and
diversifying the economic make-up.

Soumyarendra Barik: What is your
idea about ‘user harm’ on the
Internet, particularly India-specific
ones like online pornography,
revenge porn, child pornandsoon...

Currently, we are in discussion about
theIT Act and future legislation. Our ambi-
tion, post-Covid, is to build a trillion-dollar
digital economy, which will need global
standards and cyber laws. The IT Act is a
22-year-old vintage law and has served its
purpose. What are the boundary condi-
tions that we want to think about when
we do this? I have put down four princi-
ples — openness, safety, trust and account-
ability — as key to creating a world-class
law that we deserve and need.

User harm is a reciprocal concept of
safety and is different for different people.
For example, online gaming can be a very
hostile environment for women. Then
there are crimes or user harm unique to
cyberspace, where children are getting
bullied and gaslighted. Should they be
made part of the Act or not? That’s a con-
versation worth having.

Soumyarendra Barik: Recently,
Twitter filed a case against some of

WHY RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR ——

Ever since Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, Minister

of State for Information
Technology and Skill
Development &
Entrepreneurship, joined the

For every fundamental
right, there are restrict-
ions when it comes to
issues of national
security. Besides, the

Pradesh assembly elections
earlier this year, which played
a key role in reaching out to
the voters with their welfare
schemes, and was
instrumental in BJP’s return

Narendra Modi government  to power in the state. ‘ opportunity for a jud-
last year, he has been the Presently, Chandrasekhar is il . £
ambassador of the Digital in consultation with various 1C1al review of every
India campaign. He was also  stakeholders on the proposed government or der

co-in charge of the digital
campaign for the Uttar

changes to the Information

always exists for a
Technology Rules, 2021

platform that’s impacted

‘Alot of tech firms escaped regulation
by pushing the innovation image’

Rajeev Chandrasekhar, MoS, IT and Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, on the IT Act and future legislation, internet shutdowns,
and weaponisation of the Internet. The session was moderated by LIZ MATHEW, Deputy Political Editor, The Indian Express
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your blocking orders. One of the
biggest criticisms of Section 69 A is
that the nature of those orders is kept
confidential. Doesn’t it contradict the
openness you are talking about?

For every fundamental right, there are
restrictions when it comes to issues of na-
tional security and law and order. Besides,
the opportunity for a judicial review of
every government order always exists for
a platform that is impacted. If you have a
problem with anything that the govern-
ment does under Section 69 A, you can go
to court, which is what one platform has
done. When the IT rules came out, and we
said the originator is an important part of
what we expect from platforms’ account-
ability, they went to court. A judicial review
of everything the government doesis a fun-
damental right available even to a San
Francisco-based platform. But to start
equating openness to that is a flawed argu-
ment. Openness is what the government
has todeliver to the consumer, whichis that
no platform or no pipeline to the platform
will gatekeep the Internet vis-a-vis the con-
sumer. There should be no power that dis-
torts the open nature of the Internet, forces
someone ina particular direction, encour-
ages him to go to one island on the Internet
and dissuades him from going to others.

Our Constitution guarantees Articles 14,
19 and 21 as fundamental rights. If a plat-
form sitting somewhere says I can de-plat-
form you, mute you, and violate Article 14
simply becauseits rules are authoredin San
Francisco, I would very respectfully tell
them, it’s not going to happen.

LizMathew: In the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, big tech firms have played to
the tune of a particular government
and blocked the Internet. How has
this influenced your discussions on
theIT law?

The Internet today represents a far
more economically valuable aspect of our
lives than it was 10 years ago. Therefore, we
have every reason to be very invested in the
fact that rules and laws must allow an or-
derly growth of the Internet so that no
country can undermine our digital econ-
omy in the way Russia’s digital economy or
the Internet has been undermined. The
weaponisation of the Internet and social
media platforms are all legitimate issues
for us to be aware of. But we don't need to
be paranoid. Around 1.2 billion Indians are
going to be using the Internet in the next
two years through 5G and BharatNet.
Unlike China, we don’t firewall our inter-
net, our internet is plugged in.

Ritu Sarin: How concerned are you as
aminister about the frequent
internet shutdowns because of the
law and order situation? India would

be on top of the charts in that respect.
This characterisation thatIndiais at the
top of the charts is a bit of a misnomer. If
you see shutdowns as a percentage of the
total internet connections in India, we are
still a minuscule number. More than 800
million Indians today are connected online.
Nobody talks about China because they
don’t report anything there. Studies have
shown that the virality, velocity and reach
of disinformation is 10 times more than
that of regular information. The first 30
years of the internet story was about it be-
ing this good place. But the Internet today
genuinely represents a lot of harm and
criminality. Don’t view internet shutdowns
as some binary between free speech and
non-free speech. Evenin free speech, there
are restrictions in Article 19 (2). If the
Internet has been shut down to prevent the
larger problem of law and order and incite-
ment, it is a very legitimate tool that the
governments of the day will use.

Shyamlal Yadav: The government
claims that the nearly five lakh
Common Service Centres (CSCs) were
started for essential services but at
present some of these are being
promoted to sell some models of cars.

CSCs were an internet extender to en-
able people to access digital public serv-
icesin areas where there was no internet
coverage. Today, almost every state gov-
ernment has its own network and skilling
five crore Indians through PMGDisha has
meant that even a woman in a rural
household knows how to access the in-
ternet. So, the traditional role of the CSC
has come down significantly and it is a pri-
vate company, owned by banks and mul-
tiple other companies.

Shyamlal Yadav: In the exposé on Uber,
we found it had signed an MoU with a
CSCand another with the National
Skill Development Corporation

(NSDC). Both are your departments.
Did you ask your officers about it?

Alot of these tech companies escaped
regulation all over the world by constantly
masquerading or pushing the innovation
image. Inherently, all across the world, the
relationship between government and big
techhasbeenone of trust. It is only now that
we've woken up tothe fact that tech canalso
mean harm. We are a much smarter coun-
try now. For every private sector company
like Uber that has not delivered on scaling
promises they’ve made, there are many
who have done great things. Recently,
Toyota and NSDC signed an agreement
where 35,000 rural and tribal youth would
be skilled and employed by Toyota in its
service stations and dealership network.

Ritu Sarin: On the Uber files, you
hinted that you may want to look at
more regulations or amendments.
Could you elaborate? Second, the kill
switch has been used 13 times in this
current investigation in several parts
of the world. Are Uber or other firms
using this technology in India?

Ididn’t know that somebody would go
to this level of having a kill switch that ba-
sically flips out a part of your operation.
Thatis, in my opinion, aninnovation of the
wrong kind. This is not going to be possi-
ble at all, going forward. That's why an ac-
countability framework is important. The
government is never going to scrutinise the
apps. We will be relying on consumers to
basically point outif an app is doing things
right or wrong. Then they will be prose-
cuted and penalised under the new law.

Pranav Mukul: A lot of problems in
this new internet economy have to do
with foreign companies and money.
The internet is also taking centre-
stage in trade negotiations and cross-
border data flow. Are there discus-
sions between countries on this?

There will never be a
situation where all laws
are in place because the
very nature of tech is
that you don’t know
what will happen tomo-
rrow. A legislation enac-
ted today will be found

wanting tomorrow

These are now global issues. Next year,
we are taking over the G-20 and will talk
about how data localisation, as a response
to the weaponisation of the internet,
squares up against cross-border data flows.

Anil Sasi: Is there a solution to
decoding who the originator is
without breaking encryption?

Yes, of course. Our response to the
WhatsApp petitionis in the public domain.
We don’t buy the argument that the orig-
inator automatically implies encryption.
There are many ways of tagging packets
that do not snoop on or deep dive into the
packetitself. You can tag an original packet.
They argue that they will have to re-engi-
neer our system. If an intermediary de-
cides to have anonymity and wants
Section 79 protection against prosecution
for illegalities, and when an illegality is
committed, say you cannot identify who
started the illegality, then the substance of
thatargument is that no laws apply in cy-
berspace. This isn’t a sustainable proposi-
tion, be it in India or anywhere.

Anil Sasi: There has been slow action
on the Data Protection Act and we are
still vague about cryptocurrencies.
Don’tyou think investment decisions
are impacted because of these delays?

There will never be a situation where
all laws are in place because the very na-
ture of tech is that you don’t know what
will happen tomorrow. Therefore, any leg-
islation that you enact today will be found
wanting tomorrow. Our approach to
everything in the tech space is that we
want to do this right even if it takes a few
extra months so that the framework holds
good for multiple years.

There is no grey area at all on crypto-
curency. Under FEMA, nobody can own
cryptos unless they take RBI's permission
and buy the dollars through the Liberalised
Remittance Scheme (LRS). You cannot ac-
cess the rupee gateway to crypto because
that s a violation. And because there is no
Indian crypto, the government has said the
RBI will launch the digital rupee. This will
be the only recognised digital currency in
India that is exchangeable into rupees.

On data protection, our position is very
clear. The current bill was designed in 2018
and post that, we’ve had start-ups led by
young people. One of the articles of faith for
usinthe government is that we do not want
any legislation, proposed or existing, to
come in the way of this momentum of the
start-up and innovation ecosystem. We are
looking at the Bill that has been charac-
terised as being compliance-heavy. We
don’twantitto create a hurdle for start-ups.

Shobhana Subramanian: Why are we
so worried about start-ups? This is a
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much larger issue concerning an
individual’s dignity and personal life.

[just want to clarify thatin the new law
nothing changes on privacy, whichisa fun-
damental right. If your privacy is violated
today, as acitizen, you have recourse in the
court of law. The Bill just defines the dos
and don’ts for companies that collect data
from individuals. The lack of this Bill orits
delay do not change your fundamental
right.Idisagree with you that the start-up
system should be left on its own. The dig-
ital economy is a legitimate goal. And |
don’t see this as a binary at all.

P Vaidyanathan Iyer: Many social
media websites put out information
though they are not news sites. Does
the government look at them as news
generators or content aggregators?
Legally, there is a broad definition of an
intermediary. It is the layer between the
consumer or the enterprise and the inter-
net.So, anybody who's a gatekeeper of the
internet is an intermediary. With the con-
temporary architecture of the Internet,
there are different types of intermediaries.
There are telecom TSPs and ISPs, and there
are pipes to the net. Then there are e-com-
merce-type platforms, social media plat-
forms and content aggregator platforms.
And now, there is a new category called
fact-checking platforms. All these are dif-
ferent in terms of their functionality. One
of the suggestionsis that we have a broader
classification of intermediaries and have
different rules and regulations for them.

Liz Mathew: Now that the BJP is
focussing on the southern states, do
we see more of the activities of your
ministry there?

Our planis not linked to politics. For ex-
ample, we have moved the digital oppor-
tunities from the four or five big cities to
25 smaller cities. Digital India Genesis fo-
cusses on the next wave of start-ups in Tier
Iland Il cities. And these will be pan-India.

Soumyarendra Barik: Do you think
having broad blanket exemptions for
the government could also end up
posing a threat to people’s privacy?

The government will always have ex-
emptions because a fundamental right is
not an absolute right. Besides, contexts are
dynamic. So far, exemptions were only for
national security, law and order and incite-
ment but now you have the pandemic and
health emergencies. There are purists of pri-
vacy, who say that the same exacting stan-
dards applied to the private sector, whose
entire motivation for data collection is mon-
etisation, should apply to the government,
whose data collection is aimed at better
governance and delivery of services. These
are two very different objectives.
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Why monkeypox is spreadmg

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE DETECTION of monkeypox on Sunday in
a 34-year-old Delhi resident, who had no his-
tory of international travel, marks India’s first
case of local human-to-human transmission.
This comes a day after the World Health
Organization (WHO) declared the outbreak a
public health emergency of international con-
cern (PHEIC), its highest level of alarm.

What does declaration as a PHEIC mean?
APHEC is declared for “an extraordinary
eventwhichis determined to constitute a pub-
lic health risk to other States through the in-
ternational spread of disease and to potentially
requirea coordinated international response”.
The declaration for monkeypox came amid
growing cases worldwide, with the viral infec-
tion spreading to regions where monkeypox
had never been detected before. There have
been 14,533 probable and laboratory-con-
firmed monkeypox cases reported from 72
countries this year until July 20, according to
the WHO, increasing from 3,040 cases across
47 countries recorded in the beginning of May.
Deaths have been low at five — three from

Nigeria and two from the Central African
Republic, countries where the disease was al-
ready known to occur before this outbreak.

Where has monkeypox occurred before?
Monkeypox is notanew disease like Covid-
19, which emerged in2019. The first monkey-
poxinfectioninawasidentified humanin 1970
inthe Democratic Republic of Congoinanine-
month-old boy. Most infections initially were
caused by interaction of humans and animals
inrural, rainforest regions of the Congo basin.
Before the 2022 outbreak, rising cases was be-
ingreported from Central and West Africa. The
first outbreak outside Africahappened in 2003,
when the United States saw over 70 cases.

What do we know about the disease?

Monkeypox is a self-limiting viral infection,
with symptoms lasting 2-4 weeks. The case
fatality ratio ranges between O and 11%.

The most common symptoms include
fever, headache, muscle ache, back pain, low
energy, and swollen lymph nodes, along with
rashes that last for 2-3 weeks. Although mostly
mild, it canlead to complications and deathsin
children and those with a weak immune sys-
tem. Complications include pneumonia, sec-
ondary skin infections, sepsis, encephalitis,and

THIS WORD MEANS
MARBURG VIRUS DISEASE

Disease similar to Ebola fever; an outbreak announced in
Ghana. What are the symptoms, and treatment7

AT A time when the global public is weary
from battling the coronavirus pandemic,and
has been recently alarmed by the spread of
monkeypox, there's an outbreak of yet an-
other lethal viral disease. Ghana has an-
nounced the country’s first outbreak of
Marburg virus disease after two people died
onJune 27 and 28.

THE DISEASE: The disease is similar to
Ebolainits spread, symptoms and progres-
sion, althoughitis caused by adifferent virus,
according to the World Health Organization
(WHO). Fruit bats are considered to be the
hosts of the Marburg virus, although re-
searchers say it does not cause themillness.
Even though it has not spread widely,
Marburg has been deadly, with case fatality
rates ranging from 24-88%, depending on
which strain people contract and the man-
agement of cases, according to the WHO.
Ebola case fatality rates are nearly the same.

The Marburg virus can spread through
direct contact with blood, secretions or other

The Malburg virus. United States CDC

bodily fluids from infected people, accord-
ing to the WHO. It can also spread through
contact with contaminated surfaces and
materials like bedding or clothing.

SYMPTOMS: Marburg can cause severe
viral haemorrhagic fever, which interferes
with the blood’s ability to clot. The incuba-
tion period ranges from two to 21 days, and
symptoms begin abruptly with high fever,
severe headache and severe malaise, accord-
ing to the WHO. Other symptoms can in-
clude muscle aches, diarrhoea, nausea,
lethargy and bleeding through vomit, fae-
ces and from other body parts.

Marburg is not contagious during the in-
cubation period, according to the European
Center for Disease Prevention and Control.
Severely ill patients often die eight or nine
days after the onset of symptoms, accord-
ing to the WHO.

“Mortality is very high. And there’s no
asymptomatic Marburg,” said Dr John
Amuasi, who leads the global healthand in-
fectious disease research group at the
Kumasi Center for Collaborative Researchin
Tropical Medicine in Kumasi, Ghana.

TREATMENT & DETECTION: There are

no vaccines or antiviral treatments for the
disease, medical experts said, but hydrating
patients and treating their specific symp-
toms canimprove their chances of survival.

Marburg can be detected through anti-

body, antigen and polymerase chain reac-
tion tests, health organisations said.

OUTBREAKS: Marburg was first de-

tected in 1967, when outbreaks of haemor-
rhagic fever occurred simultaneously in lab-
oratories in Marburg and Frankfurt in
Germany,and in Belgrade (now in Serbia) —
in cases that were linked to African green
monkeys imported from Uganda. Other
cases have since been found in Angola,
Congo, Kenya, South Africaand Uganda, ac-
cording to the World Health Organization,
and now in Ghana.

The two cases in Ghana are the only ones

reported this year. The two patients, aged 24
and 56, who both died, were men working
on arms. They were not related, and they
were indifferent parts of the Ashanti region
of Ghana, Dr Amuasi said.
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infection in the cornea leading to blindness.

Canvaccines work against it?

The monkeypox virus belongs to the same
family of orthopoxviruses as smallpox, now
eradicated. Orthopoxviruses are cross-reac-
tive, meaning that existing smallpox vaccines
and therapeutics can be used for monkeypox.

Although most monkeypox cases are
treated symptomatically, an antiviral agent
known as tecovirimat developed for smallpox
may be used. The US, which has recorded over
2,800 cases, is using two vaccines meant for
smallpox. Jynneos with two doses is allowed
for use in adults, while ACAM2000 uses a live,

International
passengers being
screened at
Chennai airport
after the first case
was detected in
neighbouring
Kerala last week.
PTI

attenuated form of a different orthopoxvirus
and is meant for protection of high-riskindivid-
uals for smallpox such as lab workers.
“Vaccination against smallpox was demon-
strated through several observational studies
to be about 85% effective in preventing mon-
keypox. Thus, prior smallpox vaccination may
resultinmilderillness,” according to the WHO.
The mass vaccination campaign against
smallpox had ceased in 1980. “Most of those
who are in their 40s must have received the
smallpox vaccine at birth and might be at a
lower risk of getting infection. Most cases oc-
curring in people below that age group sup-
ports the hypothesis,” said Dr Ekta Gupta, pro-

as fast as

fessor of virology at the Institute of Liver and
Biliary Diseases.

All four cases reported in India are in peo-
ple in their early to mid-30s.

Why is there a surge now?

From animals to humans, the infection is
known to get transmitted through direct con-
tact with blood, bodily fluid, or lesions in the
infected animals. Human-to-human transmis-
sion can happen either through large respira-
tory secretion or contact with lesions of the in-
fected person or contaminated objects.

However, unlike with say influenza or
Covid-19, transmission of monkeypox through
respiratory droplets needs prolonged face-to-
face contact. That usually happens only in the
case of families and healthcare worlkers.

“Itis not as transmissible as Covid-19, so it
is unlikely to lead to an outbreak like that as
well. However, the recent spread could be
linked to declining herd immunity from small-
pox vaccination. It was always expected that
the vaccine immunity will go down, but we
did not anticipate that the animal strain would
take over,” said Dr Gupta.

She stressed a need to investigate whether
the Covid pandemic might have impacted the
immune system inaway that may have made

SiMPLY PUT

Covid-19

people more susceptible to other infections.

Over the years, the transmission chain —
the number of successive person-to-person
infections - has increased from six to nine. Dr
Rosamund Lewis, the WHO's lead expert on
monkeypox, has called for research to see
whether there was a change in the virus, or
whether this was happening because of the
declining number of people immunised
against smallpox.

Is monkeypox sexually transmitted?

Although the WHO says it is unclear if the
infection s transmitted sexually, itisunderin-
vestigation with almost all cases in the current
outbreak being reported in gay or bisexual
men. A recent analysis of 528 persons from
London, published in the New England Journal
of Medicine, shows 98% of those infected were
gay or bisexual men and suggests transmis-
sionin95% cases happened through sexual ac-
tivity. In 29 of 32 persons whose semen was
analysed, monkeypox DNA was found.

“It is unclear whether it is sexually trans-
mitted, but the infection might be transmitted
more while having sex due to increased skin
contact and many people with the infection
reporting lesions in the genital regions,” said
Dr Gupta.

Making use of forex reserves

India’s foreign exchange reserves have dipped $70 bn in 10 months. Before that, India had accumulated
these in a most unconventional manner — which it is now deploying to defend the rupee.

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEW DELHI,JULY 24

FROM A peak of $642.45 billion on September
3, India’s foreign exchange reserves have
dipped to $572.71 billion as of July 15. That'sa
fallof almost $70billionin just over 10 months.

How have the reserves depleted so much
so fast? To answer this, one must first under-
stand how they got accumulated in the first
place. A country typically accumulates forex
reserves when its earnings from export of
goods and services exceed payments against
imports. The current account surpluses result
in a build-up of reserves, as the central bank
mops up all the excess foreign currency flow-
ing into the country.

The most obvious parallel one can draw is
with households or firms, whose excess of in-
comes over expenditures or retained profits
get added to their savings or reserves. Just as
these savings/reserves are available for use by
other households, firms and the government,
the currentaccount surpluses of a country may
be invested in other countries. In the process,
itbecomes anetexporterof ‘capital’,inaddition
to goods and services.

The outlier

Table 1 shows the top 12 countries holding
the highest foreign exchange reserves at the
end of 2021. Nearly all of them run large and
persistent current account surpluses. Take
China, whose $2.1 trillion cumulative surpluses
overa 11-year period have helped builda $3.4
trillion official reserve chest. Or Germany,
whose current account surpluses totaling
about $3.1 trillion over 2011-21 have been
mostly exported as capital rather than getting
accumulated as reserve.

India is an outlier (along with the US and
Brazil) among the countries that have accu-
mulated sizeable forex reserves. Only in one
outofthe 11 years - 2020 - hasitrunasurplus
on the current account of its balance of pay-
ments.Its $638.5 billion reserves in 2021 were
despite current account deficits aggregating
over $400 billion during the 11 years. The re-
serves have been built through import of cap-
ital; in other words, from others’ and not its
own current account surpluses.

The capital flows attracted by India have
notonly financed its excess of imports over ex-
ports, but also contributed to an accretion to
the official reserves. The US and Brazil have had
similar stories, albeit with current account
deficits larger than India’s and even relative to

FOREX RESERVES VS
CURRENT A/C BALANCES ($bn)

SOURCES OF INCREASE ININDIA’S FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES

(IN BILLION US DOLLARS)

FOREX CURRENT 1990-91TO | 1998-99TO 2006-07TO 2014-15TO

RESERVES* | A/CBALANCE** 1997-98 2005-06 2013-14 2021-22
China 342793 | 2101.96 1 TradeBalance (1a-1b) = -72.469 -165.135 -1051.316 | -1176.895
Japan 140575 | 145255 (a) Exports 207273 472412 1857615 2555150
Switzland| 1109.82 | 587.81 b
US 1615 509910 (b) Imports 279.742 637.547 2908931 = 3732.045
TratE 63848 20044 2 Netinvisibles 37527 165.189 713.252 967.989
Russia |63224 723.21 3 CurrentAccount -34.942 0.054 -338.064 = -208.907
HK 496.87 164.97 Balance (1+2)
SArabia |473.89 594.12 4 Capital Flows* 57.887 117133 479.750 544.290
SKorea |463.28 | 80534 5 OverallBalance(3+4) | 22945 117187 141686 335383
Singapore | 425.10 633.63 6 Valuation Eff 2.460 5.068 10915 32.297
Brazil  |36221 | -612.80 aluation Effect : ' : =0k
Germany | 295.74 3079.49 7 RiseinReserves (5+6) : 25.405 122.255 152.601 303.086

*2021; *Cumulative from 2011 to 2021.
Source: World Bank.

their reserves. Moreover, forex reserves and
current account balances hardly matter to the
US, when it is the owner of the reserve cur-
rency used in most international transactions.

Sources of accretion

Between March 31, 1990 and March 31,
2022, India’s forex reserves rose from $3.96 bil-
lion to $607.31 billion. Table 2 gives the sources
of this rise over four eight-year periods. More
than 50% of the $603.35 billion accretion has
happened in the last eight years coinciding
with the Narendra Modi government’s tenure.

In none of the four periods, however, has
reserve accumulation been an outcome of ex-
port of goods surpassing imports. On the con-
trary, the combined merchandise trade deficit
during the eight years from 2014-15 to 2021-
22 was close to $1.2 trillion. This deficit was
partly offset by a net surplus of $968 billion on
the “invisibles” account of the balance of pay-
ments. Invisibles mainly comprise receipts
from export of software services, remittances
by overseas Indians, and tourism. In India’s
case, these receipts have always exceeded pay-
ments on account of interest on loans, divi-
dends, royalties, licence fees, foreign travel and
assorted business and financial services.

The invisible surpluses have by and large
contained the country’s current account
deficits to manageable levels, with some peri-
0ds (1998-99t0 2005-06) and individual years

*Including from International Monetary Fund.
Source: Reserve Bank of India.

(2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 and 2020-21)
even registering surpluses. Manageable cur-
rentaccount deficits in combination with cap-
italinflows - averaging $25.2 billion and $68.4
billion respectively in the last 10 years - have
led to India’s forex reserves going up in all but
five out of the 32 years from 1990-91 to 2021-
22. These five years were 1995-96, 2008-09,
2011-12,2012-13 and 2018-19.

Besides current account deficits and capi-
tal flows, there isanother source of reserve ac-
cretion or depletion: valuation effect. Foreign
exchange reserves are held in the form of dol-
lars as well as non-dollar currencies and gold,
whose value is, in turn, influenced by move-
ments inexchange rates and gold prices. Ade-
preciation of the US dollar or higher gold prices,
then, causes valuation gains in the existing
stock of reserves. A strong dollar or fall in gold
prices, likewise, brings down the value of the
non-dollar portion of the reserves.

Where reserves are headed
India’s merchandise trade deficit
amounted to $70.8 billion in April-June 2022.
This could cross $250 billion for the whole fis-
cal. Netinvisible receipts touched an all-time-
high of $150.7 billion in 2021-22, as against
$126.1 billion and $132.9billion in the preced-
ing two years. Given the impending recession
inthe USand Europe, which might have abear-
ingon software exports, netinvisibles are likely

to be closer to $140 billion this fiscal.

Either way, the current account deficit
would be upwards of $100-110 billion, break-
ing the previous records of $88.2 billion in
2012-13 and $78.2 billion in 2011-12. That be-
ing the case, the extent of reserve drawdown
would be a function of capital flows.

In2021-22, net capital inflows were at $87.5
billion during April-December. But the last
quarter (January-March) saw net outflows of
$1.7 billion. Given rising global interest rates
and bond yields on the back of monetary pol-
icy tightening by the US Fed and other major
central banks, the prospects for capital inflows
—whether from foreign portfolio investors, pri-
vate equity firms or start-up funds - don’t seem
that bright in the current fiscal too.

Out of the $69.7 billion decline in India’s
forex reserves from its early September 2021
peak, $34.6 billion has taken place in this fis-
cal alone. With the Reserve Bank of India show-
ing willingness to use the reserves to defend
the rupee - ensuring “orderly evolution” of the
exchange rate with “zero tolerance for volatile
and bumpy movements”, to quote RBI gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das - a further drawdown to
below $550 billion levels cannot be ruled out.

The forex reserves were, after all, accumu-
lated as abuffer against currency volatility, ex-
ternal shocks and sudden stops in capital flows.
AsDasrecently putit, “youbuy an umbrella to
use it whenit rains”.

Inside the minds of bees, and what we can learn from their intelligence

AAKASH JOSHI
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

HOW INTELLIGENT are various life forms
compared to humans? Studies over the years
have revealed a surprising depth of intelli-
gence in several life forms and have ques-
tioned the unipolar definitions of intelligence,
with Homo sapiens placed at the top.
Elephants, it was found, can remember and
revere their deceased, rats were trained to de-
tectexplosives in war zones,and dolphins are
capable of mimicking human names.
Inarecentaddition toresearch onanimal
intelligence and consciousness, Lars Chittka,
a professor of sensory and behavioural ecol-
ogy at Queen Mary University of London,
findsin his latest book — The Mind of the Bee —
thatbees possess not only a remarkable level
of cognitive intelligence, but also a high de-

gree sentience or “consciousness”, which
make them thinking and feeling beings.

Whatis animal intelligence and
consciousness?

Consciousness has been understood as a
concept different from ordinary brain-intel-
ligence (which commonly is known to in-
clude the cognitive ability of thinking and rea-
soning). Itincludes the ability to be “sentient”
and experience feelings and emotions. The
ambit and nuance of “consciousness”, espe-
cially human consciousness, has been the
subject matter of debate in philosophy and
neuroscience. It is thought to encapsulate a
sophistical level of self-awareness and imag-
ination — feelings and emotions that allow us
to perceive ourselves, while simultaneously
interacting with the world around us.

The nature of animal consciousness is far
more difficult to assess as humans are funda-

mentally unable to understand the minds of
animals and live the world through their eyes.
However, through decades of research — such
as by zoologist Donald Griffin (The Question
of Animal Awareness, 1976) — it is now ac-
cepted that animals too possess some form
of consciousness.In 2012, a group of neurosci-
entists signed the ‘Cambridge Declaration on
Consciousness', which affirmed evidence of
consciousness within the animal kingdom
and the ability of several species to “feel” and
acutely perceive their sensations.

What did we previously know about the
cognitive abilities of bees?

Among the earliest explorations into the
intelligence of bees was that by the Austrian
behavioural biologist Karl von Frisch, Nobel
winner for medicine in 1973, who found
worker honey bees use a kind of “waggle
dance” for communicating with each other.

Getty Images

Subsequent research has confirmed that
bees are extremely intelligent. In 2014,
Hamida B Mirwan and Peter G Kevan showed
thatbees could learn to solve complex puzzles
to access their reward - sugar. Research in
2017 by agroup from Queen Mary University,
London (of which Chittka was a part) con-
cluded that bees could learn to solve a task
through a rewards system and could also
teach other bees to perform the same task,
butwhile incorporating important improve-

ments in the task. Bees have also been found
to be able to form democracies where a sub-
set can communicate their decisions to a
group of over 10,000. These findings de-
bunked the idea that creatures with smaller
brains were less intelligent. They showed bees
were capable of social learning and collective
wisdom, just as humans can transfer knowl-
edge and learn from each other.

What does the new book find?

Expanding on his previous work, Chittka
goes beyond basicintelligence to explore con-
sciousness and sentience in bees. He con-
cludes that bees have a mind of their own,
and have distinct personalities. They are even
able todistinctly identify the faces of humans.

One experiment showed bees likely felt
emotions like fear and anxiety and conse-
quently changed their demeanour, when ex-
posed to pastlocations of traumaand danger

New Delhi

- such as a flower on which they were once
attacked by a spider. Chittkais convinced that
sophistication in cognition in bees goes hand
in hand with their ability to be sentient and
experience “emotional-states”.

What does this mean for our interaction
with bees?

Chittka argues that while protecting bees
has great ecological and commercial signifi-
cance, there are other ethical reasons why hu-
manity mustensure their survival. Their sen-
tience and ability to deeply “feel” ought to
create an empathetic and moral obligation
for humans. Human empathy and the social
norm against causing harm are premised on
our ethical obligation to not do to others, what
we may consider painful when done to us.
The Mind of a Bee makes a strong case to add
sentient bees to the list of beneficiaries of hu-
man kindness and compassion.
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Rocket carrying the
lab module lifts off. AP

CHINA
Chinalaunches
lab module for

its space station

CHINA ON Sunday
launched one of two labo-
ratory modulestocomplete
its permanent orbiting
space station. The Wentian
was launched from tropical
Hainan Island with a large
crowd of amateur photog-
raphers and space enthusi-
astswatching. Designed for
science and biology exper-
iments, the module lifted
off on the Long March 5B
remote 3 rocket, and spent
roughly eight minutes in
flight before it entered or-
bit, according to the official
Xinhua News Agency. A
second lab module, called
the Mengtian, is due to be
launched in October, and
both will join the Tiangong
space station. Three astro-
nauts are already living in
the core module and will
oversee the arrival and
docking of the lab. AP

WEST ASIA
Israeliforces kill
2in West Bank
gun battle

ISRAELI TROOPS and spe-
cial forces on an arrest mis-
sion exchanged fire with
Palestinians barricaded in
a house in the occupied
West Bank on Sunday,
Israeli police said. The local
rescue service said two
Palestinians were killed.
Israeli police said a num-
ber of armed Palestinians
were killed during the
hours-long battle deepin-
side the city of Nablus,
without specifying. Police
said no Israeli forces were
wounded. The Palestinian
Red Crescent said the two
menwere killed in clashes
with the military in
Nablus. AP

USA
Parents, 6-yr-old
shotdeadintent

atlowapark

A 9-YEAR-OLD boy who
was camping at an lowa
state park with his parents
and 6-year-old sister sur-
vived a shooting that killed
the rest of his family. The
Iowa Department of Public
Safetyidentified the victims
as Tyler Schmidt, 42; his
wife, Sarah Schmidt, 42;
and daughter, Lula Schmidt,
6, all of Cedar Falls, lowa.
Their bodies were found in
their tent on Friday at the
Maquoketa Caves State
Park Campground.
Authorities said the sus-
pected gunman,a 23-year-
old, was also found dead in
the park. His motive re-
mained unclear. AP

AFTER AGREEMENT TO REOPEN BLACK SEA PORTS

Ukraine works to resume grain exports
despite Russian missile strike on Odesa

Port’s grain storage area not hit, no major damage from strike: Ukrainian military

NATALIAZINETS
KYIV,JULY 24

UKRAINE PRESSED ahead on
Sunday with efforts to restart
grain exports from its Black Sea
ports under a deal aimed at eas-
ing global food shortages but
warned deliveries would suffer
if Russia’s strike on Odesa was a
sign of more to come.

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy denounced
Saturday’s attack as “bar-
barism” that showed Moscow
could not be trusted to imple-
ment a deal struck just one day
earlier with Turkish and United
Nations mediation.

Public broadcaster Suspilne
quoted the Ukrainian military as
saying after the strike that the
missiles did not hit the port's
grain storage area or cause Sig-
nificant damage and Kyiv said
preparations to resume grain
shipments were ongoing.

“We continue technical prepa-
rations for the launch of exports
of agricultural products from our
ports,” Infrastructure Minister
Oleksandr Kubrakov said in a
Facebook post on Saturday.

An armoured convoy of Russian troops in the Russian-held part of Zaporizhzhia region of
Ukraine, on Saturday. Reuters

Russia said on Sunday its
forces had hit a Ukrainian war-
ship and a weapons store in
Odesa with missiles.

The deal signed by Moscow
and Kyiv on Friday was hailed as
a diplomatic breakthrough that
would help curb soaring global
food prices, with UN officials
saying it could restore Ukrainian
grain shipments to pre-war lev-
els of 5 million tonnes a month.

UK PM hopefuls
vow to get tough on
illegal immigration

REUTERS
LONDON, JULY 24

BRITAIN’S TWO contenders to
replace Boris Johnson as prime
minister promised on Sunday to
tackle illegal immigration as a
priority, with both backing the
government's policy of sending
migrants to Rwanda.

Former finance minister
Rishi Sunak and foreign secre-
tary Liz Truss are battling to be-
come Britain’s next prime minis-
ter after a revolt over Johnson's
scandal-ridden administration
forced the prime minister to say
he would stand down.

The two candidates have so
far clashed over the timing of any
tax cuts ata time when Britain is
facing rising inflation, stalling
growth and an increasing num-
ber of strikes.

Sunak on Saturday described
himself as “the underdog” after
Truss topped opinion pollsamong
the Conservative Party members
whowill appoint their next leader,
and Britain’s prime minister, with
the result due on September 5.

On Sunday both candidates
set out their plans to press ahead
with the government's policy of
sending illegal migrants to
Rwanda, though the first depor-
tation flight was blocked last
month by the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR).

Truss, who is tipped as
favourite to win the leadership
contest, said she would look to
pursue more “third country pro-
cessing partnerships like
Rwanda”, would increase the
border force by 20 per cent and
strengthen Britain’s Bill of Rights.

“As prime minister, lamdeter-
mined to see the Rwanda policy

Rishi Sunak and Liz Truss at
their separate campaign
launch events in London
earlier this month. Reuters

through to fullimplementation as
well as exploring other countries
where we can work on similar
partnerships,” Truss said ina state-
ment. “T'll make sure we have the
right levels of force and protec-
tion at our borders. I will not
cower to the ECHR and its con-
tinued efforts to try and control
immigration policy.”

Sunak, who won the backing
of most Conservative lawmakers
inearlier leadership votes, said he
would treat illegal immigration
as “one of five major emergency
responses” he will tackle in his
first 100 days as prime minister.

“I'll take a hard-headed tar-
gets approach, with incentives
for people who meet them and
penalties for those who don't,”
he wrote in The Sun tabloid.

“If a country won't cooperate
on taking back illegal migrants, I
won't think twice about our rela-
tionship with them whenit comes
to foreign aid, trade and visas.”

But Zelenskyy’s economic
advisor warned on Sunday the
strike on Odesa signalled that
could be out of reach.

“Yesterday’s strike indicates
that it will definitely not work
like that,” Oleh Ustenko told
Ukranian television.

He said Ukraine did have the
capacity to export 60 million
tonnes of grain over the next
nine months, but it would take

up to 24 monthsifits ports could
not function properly.

As the war entered its sixth
month on Sunday there was no
sign of a let-up in the fighting.

The Ukrainian military re-
ported Russian shelling in the
north, south and east, and again
referred to Russian operations
paving the way for an assault
on Bakhmut in the eastern
Donbas region. REUTERS

MEANWHILE

JAPAN’S SAKURAJIMA VOLCANO ERUPTS

Avolcano on Japans main southern island of Kyushu erupted Sunday night, spewing ash and
rocks. There were no immediate reports of damage or injuries in nearby towns but residents
were advised to evacuate. Japans Meteorological Agency said Sakurajima volcano erupted at
around 8.05 pm, blowing off large rocks as far as 2.5 km away in the prefecture of Kagoshima.

Russia’s Lavrov
visits Egypt, in Ist
leg of Africa trip

Cairo: Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov was in Cairo for
talks Sunday with Egyptian offi-
cials as his country seeks to
break diplomatic isolation and
sanctions by the West over its in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Lavrov landed in Cairo late
Saturday, the first leg of his Africa
trip that will also include stops
in Ethiopia, Uganda and the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
according to Russia’s state-run
RT television network.

The Russian chief diplomat
met Sunday morning with
President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi in
a Cairo presidential palace, the
Egyptian leader’s office said.
Lavrov then held talks with
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Sameh Shukry.

Lavrov was scheduled to
meet later Sunday with the Arab
League Secretary General
Ahmed Aboul Gheit.

He will also address the per-
manent representatives of the
pan-Arab organisation, RT
reported. AP

WEST HAD CONDEMNED CRACKDOWN ON SRI LANKAN PROTESTERS

Will uphold right to protest, Ranil
assures diplomats amid criticism

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, JULY 24

SRI LANKA'’S newly-elected
President Ranil Wickremesinghe
has reaffirmed his commitment
to uphold the rights of peaceful
and non-violent assembly, say-
ing the protest site was left un-
touched in Friday midnight op-
eration to remove protesters
from the Presidential Secretariat,
his office said on Sunday.

Sri Lanka’s security forces
forcibly evicted anti-government
protesters camped outside the
presidential office in Colomboin
apre-dawn raid on Friday on the
order of Wickremesinghe.

Protesters were camping out-
side the presidential office for
months,demanding the resigna-
tion of former President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who fled the country
onJuly 13,and Wickremesinghe,
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Sri Lankan President
Ranil Wickremesinghe

akey Rajapaksa ally.

During a meeting with diplo-
matic personnel in Colombo on
Friday, Wickremesinghe said the
Government will uphold both
Article 21 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and Article 14(1)(b)of the
Constitution of Sri Lanka, which
governs the right to peaceful as-
sembly, said a statement issued
by the President’s office.

The statement came as US

Ambassador Julie Chung had
taken the Lankan government to
task for the attack on the un-
armed protesters. Other nations
also condemned the crackdown.

“The President further ex-
plained that the instructions given
by the American Civil Liberties
Union stated that protesters were
not permitted to block govern-
ment buildings and interfere with
other purposes the property was
designed for,” the statement said.
“Addressing concerns regarding
the GotaGoGama protest site, it
wasexplained thatithad notbeen
removed by security forces, con-
trary to erroneous social media re-
ports,” itadded.

Furthermore, the partici-
pants were also briefed by the
Attorney General on the legal av-
enues being pursued, including
producing all those arrested by
the police before the Colombo
Magistrate Court, it said.

Pope heads to Canada as Indigenous
groups seek full apology for abuses

NICOLE WINFIELD
VATICANCITY,JULY 24

POPE FRANCIS began a fraught
visit to Canada on Sunday to
apologise to Indigenous peoples
for abuses by missionaries at res-
idential schools, akey stepin the
Catholic Church’s efforts to rec-
oncile with Native communities
and help them heal from gener-
ations of trauma.

Francis was flying to
Edmonton, Alberta, where he
was to be greeted on the tarmac
by Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau and Mary May
Simon, an Inuk who is Canada’s

Pope Francis arrives atan
airportin Rome ahead of his
flight to Canada, on Sunday. AP

first Indigenous governor general.

Aboard the papal plane,
Francis told reporters this was a
“penitential voyage” and he
urged prayers in particular for
elderly people and grandparents.

Indigenous groups are seeking
more than just words, though, as
they press for access to church
archives to learn the fate of chil-
dren who never returned home
from the schools. They also want
the abusers to face justice, finan-
cial reparations and the return of
artifacts held by Vatican Museums.
“This apology validates our expe-
riencesand creates an opportunity
for the church to repair relation-
ships with Indigenous peoples
across the world,” said Grand Chief
George Arcand Jr, of the
Confederacy of Treaty Six. But he
stressed: “It doesn’t end here —
there is a lot to be done. It is a be-
ginning.” AP

RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT ADULTS AROUND THE WORLD SPEAK AND SING TO BABIES IN SIMILAR WAYS

‘Parentese’ is truly a lingua franca, global cross-cultural study finds

OLIVERWHANG
JuLY 24

WE'VE ALL seen it, we've all
cringed at it, we've all done it
ourselves: talked to ababy like it
was, you know, a baby.

“000, hellooooo baby!” you
say, your voice lilting like a raptur-
ously accommodating Walmart
employee. Baby is utterly baffled
by your unintelligible warble and
your shamelessly doofus grin, but
“baby so cuuuuuute!”

Regardless of whether it helps
to know it, researchers recently
determined that this sing-songy
baby talk — more technically
known as “parentese” — seems to

be nearly universal to humans
around the world. In the most
wide-ranging study of its kind,
more than 40 scientists helped to
gather and analyse 1,615 voice
recordings from410 parents onsix
continents, in 18 languages from
diverse communities: rural and
urban, isolated and cosmopolitan,
internet savvy and off the grid,
from hunter gatherers in Tanzania
tourban dwellers in Beijing.

The results, published re-
cently in the journal Nature
Human Behavior, showed thatin
every one of these cultures, the
way parents spoke and sang to
their infants differed from the
way they communicated with
adults — and that those differ-

ences were profoundly similar
from group to group.

“We tend to speak in this
higher pitch, high variability, like,
‘Ohh, heeelloo, you're a baay-
bee!"™ said Courtney Hilton, a psy-
chologist at Haskins Laboratories
at Yale University and a principal
author of the study. Cody Moser,
agraduate student studying cog-
nitive science at the University of
California, Merced, and the other
principal author, added: “When
people tend to produce lullabies
ortend to talk to their infants, they
tend to do so in the same way.”

The findings suggest that
baby talk and baby song serve a
functionindependent of cultural
and social forces. They lend a

For the study, 40 scientists helped to gather and analyse
1,615 voice recordings from 410 parents on six continents, in
18 languages from diverse communities. Reuters file

jumping off point for future baby
research and, to some degree,
tackle the lack of diverse repre-

sentation in psychology. To make
cross-cultural claims about hu-
man behaviour requires studies

from many different societies.
Now, there is a big one.
Scientists have long argued
that the sounds humans make
with their babies serve anumber
of important developmental and
evolutionary functions. As
Samuel Mehr, a psychologistand
director of The Music Lab at
Haskins Laboratories who con-
ceived the new study, noted, soli-
tary human babies are “really bad
at their job of staying alive”. The
strange things we do with our
voices when staring ata newborn
notonly help us survive but teach
language and communication.
For instance, parentese can
help some infants remember
words better, and it allows them

New Delhi

Milley on Indo-Pacific
trip: Chinese military

NOW more aggressive,
dangerous to US, allies

LOLITACBALDOR
JAKARTA, JULY 24

THE CHINESE military has be-
come significantly more aggres-
sive and dangerous over the past
five years, the top US military of-
ficer said during a trip to the
Indo-Pacific thatincluded a stop
Sunday in Indonesia.

General Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said the number of intercepts by
Chinese aircraft and ships in the
Pacific region with US and other
partner forces has increased sig-
nificantly over that time, and the
number of unsafe interactions
has risen by similar proportions.

“The message is the Chinese
military, in the air and at sea,
have become significantly more
and noticeably more aggressive
in this particular region,” said
Milley, who recently asked his
staff to compile details about in-
teractions between China and
the US and others in the region.

His comments came as the US
redoublesits efforts to strengthen
its relationships with Pacific na-
tions as a counterbalance to
China, which is trying to expand
its presence and influence in the
region. The Biden administration

General Mark Milley,
chairman of US Joint Chiefs of
Staff, in Jakarta on Sunday. AP

considers China its “pacing
threat” and America’s primary
long-term security challenge.

Milley’s trip to the region is
sharply focused on the China
threat. He will attend a meeting
of Indo-Pacific chiefs of defence
this week in Sydney, Australia,
where key topics will be China’s
escalating military growth and
the need to maintain a free, open
and peaceful Pacific.

US military officials have also
raised alarms about the possibil-
ity that China could invade
Taiwan, the democratic, self-
ruled island that Beijing views as
abreakaway province. China has
stepped up its military provoca-
tions against Taiwan as it looks to
intimidate it into unifying with
the communist mainland. AP

At the Ateneo de Manila University in Quezon city,
Philippines, Sunday. AP

3 dead in graduation
shooting at prestigious
Philippines university

REUTERS
MANILA, JULY 24

THREE PEOPLE died in a shoot-
ingata university graduation cer-
emony in the Philippines’ capital
region on Sunday;, including a for-
mer mayor from the volatile
south of the country, police said.

Local Quezon City police
chief Remus Medina said the
shooting appeared to have been
an assassination of the former
mayor of the southern Lamitan
city, Rose Furigay.

The suspect, wounded in a
shootout with a campus secu-
rity officer and arrested after a
car chase, was now in custody
and being interrogated, Medina
told reporters.

“He looks like he was adeter-
mined assassin,” Medina said,
adding he was found with two
pistols.

Quezon is part of the Manila
capital region, an urban sprawl
of 16 cities home to more than

to piece together sounds with
mouth shapes, which gives sense
to the chaos around them. Also,
lullabies can soothe a crying in-
fant, and a higher pitched voice
can hold their attention better.
In the new study, the sounds
of parentese were found to differ
in 11 ways from adult talk and
song around the world. Some of
these differences might seem ob-
vious. For instance, baby talk is
higher pitched than adult talk,and
baby songis smoother than adult
song. But to test whether people
have aninnate awareness of these
differences, the researchers cre-
ated a game — Who's Listening?
— thatwas played online by more
than 50,000 people speaking 199

13 million people.

Furigay was shot as she was
about to attend the graduation
of her daughter at the law school
of Ateneo de Manila University,
one of the country’s most presti-
gious, Medina said.

The suspect, who had norel-
atives at the graduation, was also
anative of Lamitan city in Basilan
province, a stronghold of Abu
Sayyaf, a pro-Islamist State ex-
tremist group known for its ban-
ditry and kidnapping.

The two others killed were a
campus security officer and an
unidentified male, the police said.

Ateneo cancelled the gradua-
tion ceremony after the shooting.

In the Southeast Asian na-
tion, shooting incidents are spo-
radic, with owners required to
have permits to carry guns in
public. Private security officers
in the Philippines carry either
handguns or shotguns, and
firearms are a common sight in
shopping malls, offices, banks,
restaurants and even schools.

languages from 187 countries.
Participants were asked to deter-
mine whetherasongorapassage
of speech was being addressed to
ababy oranadult.

The researchers found that lis-
teners were able to tell with about
70 percent accuracy when the
sounds were aimed at babies,
evenwhen they were totally unfa-
miliar with the language and cul-
ture of the person making them.
“The style of the music was differ-
ent, but the vibe of it, for lack of a
scientific term, felt the same,” said
Caitlyn Placek, an anthropologist
at Ball State University who
helped to collect recordings from
the Jenu Kuruba, a tribe in India.
“The essence is there.” NYT



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

13

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JULY 25,2022

EcoNOMY

MARKET WATCH

M-cAP OF NINE OF TOP 10 COS JuMPS

New Delhi: Nine of the 10 most valued firms added Rs 298 lakh
crore to their market valuation last week amid a bullish trend in
equities, with Reliance Industries and TCS emerging as lead gainers.
Last week, the Sensex jumped 2,31145 points or 4.29 per cent. PTI

NET HIRING STRONG, SAYS IT MAJOR

Infosys netrises 3.1% in June gtr,
raises revenue guidance for fiscal

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 24

INFOSYS LTD, India’s second
largest IT services provider, has
reported a consolidated net
profit of Rs 5,360 crore for the
first quarter ended June 2022,
up 3.17 per cent year-on-year
from Rs 5,195 crore recorded in
the same period a year ago.

Sequentially, the profit de-
clined 5.7 per cent in the said
quarter as against a profit of Rs
5,686 crore in the March 2022
quarter.

The company’s consolidated
revenue stood at Rs 34,470
crore, up 23.6 per cent from Rs
27,896 crore achieved during
the same quarter of the previ-
ous fiscal year. On a quarter-on-
quarter (QoQ) basis, revenues
were up 6.8 per cent from Rs
32,276 crore registered during
the last quarter of FY22.

“Year-on-year growth was in
double digits across all business

Modernisation
push: Govt
pitches for
revamp of
telecom rules

New Delhi: The Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) has
floated a consultation paper on
the revamp of telecom rules
mainly to keep pace with the
change in technology like 5G, sim-
plify laws and promote invest-
ments, according to an official
document.

The new rules will not be ap-
plicable with retrospective effect
to cause any adverse impact on
the relevant entity, according to
the consultation paper.

“Anew law on telecommuni-
cation needs to aim at establish-
ing an enabling future-ready
framework for the development
of telecommunication sector and
deployment of new technologies.
Such a law needs to consolidate
the existing laws governing
telecommunication sector, while
keeping in view global best prac-
tices,” the consultation paper
datedJuly 23 said.

The government has pro-
posed that the new framework
should be drafted in a plain and
simple language so that any citi-
zenisable tounderstand therules.

The proposed law is envisaged
to provide adequate provisions to
ensure regulatory certainty and
promote investment.

“This would mean continuity
oflicenses and authorizations un-
der the old regime. To minimize
policy disruption, such a law
needs to provide for continuation
of rules, guidelines,administrative
orders issued under the existing
regime until superseded by new
rules. PTI

—— BRIEFLY —
Coastal shipping

New Delhi: o provide respite
towaterway transportation
from high fuel prices, the
Shipping Ministry has di-
rected all major ports to ex-
empt coastal shipping oper-
ations from port and vessel
charges for the next six
months withimmediate ef-
fect, an official statement
said on Sunday.

Bio-massplan
New Delhi: The Ministry of
Power has asked states to
formulate time-bound plans
to ensure the utilisation of
biomass for co-firingin ther-
mal power plants ahead of
the Kharif harvest season to
reduce stubble burning and
air pollution. PTI

Yellen,economy

Washington: US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen said
onSunday that US economic
growth is slowing and ac-
knowledged there was the
risk of a recession, but she
saidadownturnwas notin-
evitable. REUTERS

Infosys campus, Bengaluru. File

Sequential
fallin
@ profit

SEQUENTIALLY, THE profit
declined 5.7 per centin the
said quarter as against a
profit of Rs 5,686 crore in
the March 2022 quarter.
The consolidated revenue
stood atRs 34,470 crore, up
236 per cent from the year-
agoquarter.

segments in constant currency
terms. Digital accounted for 61
per cent of overall revenues,
growing at 37.5 per centin con-
stant currency,” Infosys said.
Net hiring was strong at 21,171.
Operating margin for the quar-
ter was 20.1 per cent, with Free
Cash Flow conversion at 95.2
per cent of net profit, it said.
“Our strong overall perform-
ance in Q1 amidst an uncertain

economic environment is a tes-
tament to our innate resilience
as an organisation, our indus-
try-leading digital capabilities
and continued client-relevance.
We continue to gain market
share and see a significant
pipeline driven by our Cobalt
cloud capabilities and differen-
tiated digital value proposition,”
said Salil Parekh, CEO and MD.

Infosys shares closed 1.73

‘lan-Jun: About 90% EMs saw
food inflation greater than 5%’

Around 90 per cent of emerging market (EM) economies

experienced food inflation greater than 5 per cent
between January 2022 to June 2022, as per the latest
Agri-Food Trends and Analytics Bulletin by ICRIER
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Food inflation has been rising even
faster, as per the Food and
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Keyfactors:

M Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
M Higher fuel prices driving up
logistics and freight costs

Key suggestions:

M A combination of monetary,
prudent fiscal policies and liberal
trade policies to control inflation

per centdown atRs 1,506.30 on
the BSE on Friday.

“We are investing in rapid
talent expansion while ensur-
ing rewarding careers for our
employees, to better serve
evolving market opportunities.
This has resulted in a strong
performance in Q1 and increase
inFY 23 revenue guidance to 14
per cent-16 per cent,” he said.

“We are fuelling the strong

growth momentum with
strategic investments in talent
through hiring and competitive
compensation revisions. While
this will impact margins in the
immediate term, it is expected
to reduce attrition levels and
position us well for future
growth. We continue to opti-
mize various cost levers to drive
efficiency in operations,” said
Nilanjan Roy, chief financial of-
ficer. “Continued high focus on
cash led to strong FCF to net
profit conversion at 95.2 per
cent and improvement in ROE
to 31.0 per cent,” he said.

TCS, India’s largest IT com-
pany, recently reported a 5 per
cent increase in its net profit at
Rs 9,478 crore for the first quar-
ter of the current fiscal as com-
pared to Rs 9,008 crore from the
same quarter last year.
However, the profit was down
4.5 per cent sequentially from
Rs 9,926 crore recorded in the
previous quarter ended March
2022.

CONTRIBUTION TO CPI INFLATION JUNE 2022

Misc 26%

Fuel &
light 10%

Housing 6%

C&F 4%

Pan. Toba & intox 2%

CFPI 45%

1
Non Alcoholic
Beverages 1%

Prepared
Meals 6%

Sub groups contribution to CFPI inflation in June*

— Meatand Fish 12.8%

I
Cereals and Oils and Fats
Products 16.4% 12.5%
. |
Vegetables Milk and
33.3% Spices9.5% —= Products 12%

Note: C&F is Clothing & Footwear; CFPl is Consumer Food Price Index;
Pan, Toba & intox is Pan, Tobacco, & intoxicants; Misc is Miscellaneous;
Calculations by Shyma Jose, Manish Kumar Prasad & Ashok Gulati using
MoSPI data; *remaining 3.5% includes ‘Pulses and Products’, ‘Egg’, ‘Sugar

and Confectionery’ and ‘Fruits’

M Dovetailing of trade policy with
pricing structure and raising
acreage under palm oil to help
tackle soaring edible oil prices

M Investmentsin agri-
infrastructure and productivity
enhancement through climate
resilient technologies and
innovative methods of cultivation

GST on essential items after
states sought levy, aimed to
check evasion: Revenue Secy

New Delhi: GST on pre-packaged
goods/ food packets was levied
after some states gave feedback
of losing revenues they previ-
ously earned from levy of VAT on
food items, a top government of-
ficial said.

The decision to levy the tax,
which came into effect from July
18, is not that of the Union govern-
mentbutofthe GST Council. It was
considered by the Fitment
Committee that has officers of
some states and the centre.

Itwas alsorecommended bya
group of ministers (GOM) consist-
ing of minister representatives of
some states and finally by the GST
council, Revenue Secretary Tarun
Bajaj told PTT here. In all, the GST
Council, the new constitutional
mechanismin the country for tak-
ing decisions on GST, took a con-
sensus view on levy of the tax, he
said. The panel, which is headed
by the Union Finance Minister and
comprises representatives of all
states and union territories, takes
decisions when everyone is on-
board, he said. However, pulses,
wheat, rye, oats, maize, rice, flour,
suji, besan, puffed rice and
curd/lassiwhensold loose and not
pre-packed or pre-labelled will not
attractany GST.

The comments come against
the backdrop of opposition parties
led by the Congress stalling func-
tioning of Parliament in the first
week of the monsoon sessionover
levying of GST on daily use items

“So, people were misusing
it. Secondly, states gave
us feedback that they
were losing revenues on it
and not getting revenues
theyusedtogetin
pre-GST regime”

TARUNBAJAJ
REVENUE SECRETARY

and otherissues.

While states ruled by non-BJP
parties were party to the decision
taken on the levy of the tax at the
Council's meeting in Chandigarh
last month, vociferous protests
against the levy came just as the
monsoon session of Parliament
was to start.

“Before GST came into place
(on]July 1,2017) during the VAT
regime, this (tax on essentials)was
there in many states. States were
getting revenue (fromlevying VAT
on food items). Once in 2017, this
new goods and services tax (GST)
regime came, it was envisaged that
this would continue but it was
levied only on branded products
when rules and circulars came
out,” Bajaj said.

The rules provided that the
GST will not be levied on pre-
packed goodsifthe brands gave up
actionable claims on the brand.
This led to some of the well
renowned brands beginning to sell
these itemsin packets that carried
their brand but no actionable

claim on it and so did not attract
the 5 per cent GST.

“Idon’'twant to take namesbut
very renowned brands in the
country were not paying taxes us-
ing this particular loophole. And
this was creating an arbitrage be-
cause in a FMCG product like
pulses or rice which is indistin-
guishable, 5 per centisa huge mar-
gin,” he said. Naturally, the com-
panies selling products under
brands complained. “States also
gave us feedback that we used to
getalotof money before GST came
in and that we should do some-
thing,” he said. He, however, did
not name the states.

Eliminating the distinction be-
tween branded and non-branded
products was also an exercise to
simplify the tax regime and create
alevel playing field with minimal
possibility of legal challenges. It
gives parity toall brands and com-
panies by removing any disparity;,
he said. “So, people were misusing
it. Secondly, states gave us feed-
back that they were losing rev-
enues on it and not getting rev-
enues they used to get in pre-GST
regime,” he said.

“So the Fitment Committee
(composed of central and state of-
ficials) sat down, got feedback.
Then the Group of Ministers (from
different states)sat down, got feed-
back. Then the Council discussed
it. So it was a conscious decision
taken... it was a unanimous... con-
sensus decision,” he noted. PTI

Intended effect::
M These steps would help stabilise
inflation, ensuring higher returns
for farmers and affordable food for
consumers
Source: Indian Council for Research
on International Economic Relations;
Compiled by ENS Economic Bureau

Trust-based
taxation
resulting in
improved
mop-up: FM

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 24

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday said that
the trust-based taxation system
introduced by the government
has resulted in improved collec-
tions and increase in the number
of return filings.

In her message on the 163rd
Income Tax Day, the finance min-
ister complimented the depart-
ment for achieving the highest-
everrevenue collection of overRs
14 lakh crore in the last fiscal and
expressed hope that the momen-
tum would continue in the cur-
rent fiscal too.

“The taxpayers on their part
have vindicated this trust-based
approach as evident from the
trend of improved tax collections
and increase in the number of in-
come tax returns filed,” she said.

Meanwhile, promptredressal
of taxpayers’ grievances remains
the top priority for the tax depart-
ment, the newly appointed chair-
man of Central Board of Direct
Taxes Nitin Gupta said on Sunday.

“The taxpayers of today de-
sire ease of compliance and
promptredressal of their issues,”
he said. “Alive to such changes
the department has redesigned
its policies and re-engineered its
processes...” WITHPTI

INTERVIEW WITH CHAIRMAN, STATE BANK OF INDIA

‘India seems to be doing
well compared to others;
fuel price a challenge’

A SPIKE in inflation, rise in inter-
est rates, outflow of FPI money
and depreciating rupee have
emerged as concerns for the
Indian economy in recent times.
While these factors are being
talked as challenges for the econ-
omy, DINESH KUMAR KHARA,
Chairman, State Bank of India,
told GEORGE MATHEW and
SANDEEP SINGH that strong GST
collections, demand in the
ecoomy, growing exports and
softening of inflation are some of
the positives,and by third quarter,
things should start looking better.
He added artificial intervention
for rupee does not have any long-
term impact. Edited excerpts:

Doyou see concerns for the
economy amid the various
challenges that currently exist?

Given the situation, things are
looking rather okay. GST is Rs 1.4
trillion, inflation is coming down
and is now at around 7 per cent,
exports are growing despite what
is happening across the globe. I
think these are some of the posi-
tives that I see in the economy.
And, if you really ask me, the ma-
jor challenge is essentially on ac-
count of fuel price because of the
geopolitical disturbance. I think
these indicators very clearly reflect
that if at all fuel gets tamed, the
economy has got the potential to
once again grow well. Never-
theless, we are growing at 7 per
centor 7.5 per centalready. I think
if we look at the major economies
across the globe, perhaps
economies of this size, we seemto
be doing well. And even on the
currency, which is another cause
of concern, it was holding pretty
well when compared to the dollar
indexwhich was firming up. Many
other currencies have weakened
quite alot. We are hopeful that by
the third quarter, things should
start looking even better.

Rupee is hovering around 80
against the dollar. Do you
think RBI should intervene?
Also, will recent measures to
boost inflows help?

[think thatit(intervention)re-
ally doesn’t work. Ascompared to
that,Iwould say that, if the balance
of trade is in our favour, that will
perhaps work better. So, artificial
intervention does not really have
any long-term impact, it can only
be a temporary impact. Already a
lotof our forex reserves have been
gone. From about $600 billion-
plus, we are now at $580 billion.

FCNR (deposit scheme) is a
very rate-sensitive product. And,
we are observing that in different
markets, interest rates are on the
upswing. But, normally, ithappens
thatwhen it comes tothe NRE ru-
pee, normally the flows go up
whenever the rupee weakens.
Andit’sarepatriable accountalso.
The kind of reliefs which the RBI
has given, perhaps it is essentially
for FCNR (B) scheme. We also in-
creased the rate of interest on July
10. It’s too early to really gauge
what the likely impactis. We have
to wait and watch.

Howdoyou see inflation to be?
How big is the worry on acco-
unt of Russia-Ukraine war?
Thewayithas moved, from 79
per cent, inflation has already
come down to 7 per cent and
maybe towards the end of the
third quarter orin the early fourth
quarter we should be having 5 per
cent inflation and the excess lig-
uidityinthe system hasalsocome

L
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Dinesh Kumar Khara. File

down. The global crude price and
the supply chain disruptions,
which happened during Covid, are
gettingaddressed in due course.

Even as the war poses risk,
there are a couple of things. One,
of course, is that it's a US Federal
Reserve-induced recession in the
US. Also, I think, China is still not
onthe growth path. These two fac-
tors will have animpact on global
food pricesand would keep crude
prices in check.

How doyou see the credit
offtake?

We have not seen demand ta-
pering offand theretail engine has
been growing at about 14-15 per
cent CAGR for almost four years.
We expect to see a similar kind of
growth. The corporate perform-
ance has also started improving

investors looking at India?

They'realllookingat Indiawith
alot of interest. But, yes, perhaps
they will wait and watch because
many of them particularly, whenit
comes to FDI, invariably come
withaverylong-term perspective.
Some of the long-only investors,
they look at the country withalot
of interest for the simple reason of
the political stability and also the
way a country has got accepted
globally in the recent past. I think
that these are some of the reassur-
ing factors which these investors
lookat.

How is the situation
onbadloans?

[ won't say stress but yes,
volatility is seen in metals. We'll
have towait and watch because of
the global raw material issue. [

from last quar- think, overall
ter ended the picture
March 2022. seems better.
There may be a But the sub-
slight bliphere We are hopeful thatby  segments, of
and tllllelre bugt, the third quarter, cour(sjgt,nf arte
overall, [ expe . very different.
even the corpo- things should start When it
rate book looking even better” comes  to
should be grow- SMEs, there
ing. Ourinterna- could be some
tional grouplast (slippages).

year grew almost about 15 per
cent. We expect similar growth in
the international book. As far as
we're concerned, we have ample
room in terms of availability to
support credit growth. Of course,
atthe system level, deposit growth
is lower than credit growth.

Whatisdriving credit growth?
Which sectors are expected to
drive credit demand?

Partofthe credit growthis due
to the working capital because the
capacity utilisation has improved
to 75 per cent for the economy
from 69 per centor so. The supply
chain disruptions, when they get
addressed, lead to improvement
in capacity utilisation. Contact-
heavy sectors suchas tourismand
aviation, which actually suffered,
seem to be coming back.

Renewable energy has a huge
potential. PLI, of course, is the other
areaofinterest. Then, the focuson
theinfrastructure in terms of new
airports that are coming up and
the new ports that have been sanc-
tioned. Infrastructure per se, in-
cluding roads, is one of the major
areas of growth.

Given the inflation levels, do
yousee further rate hikes by
theRBI?

Ithink those decisions will de-
pend upon multiple variables,
which they evaluate when the
MPC meets. I think it's difficult to
really second-guess right now.

While there are concerns
around inflation, growth and
rupee, how are international

Overall, I don’t expect the picture
to be bad. And in any case, what-
everwasthelikely stress for the re-
structured accounts, we had done
the provisioning to insulate the
balance sheet from the future
shock. So that will also give us
comfort but nevertheless,in SME,
wherever the cash flow disrup-
tions have not got repaired, there
could be some stress. But I think
we have already adequately taken
care of it. Retail segment is gener-
ally okay.

DoyouseeaconcernonNPA
across segments?

I don’t expect much... On cor-
porates also, we don’t have any
challenges and we were doing ag-
gressive provisioning, Similarly,
the SME stress book also we have
taken care of. Werunabookof al-
most Rs 28 trillion. So small things
here and there will happen. That's
afunction of the economy.

In ECLGS kind of a book also,
aggressive provisioning is done.
Our overall provisioning was
about Rs 7,000 crore. Our ECLGS
book was about Rs 20,000 crore.
In the Rs 20,000 crore, about 50
per cent was in retail, which has
home loans and sector mortgages
and another 50 per centwasinthe
SME sector. When it comes to a
home loan mortgage book, al-
most 75 per centis that of the first-
time home loan borrowers. So, itis
not an investment demand, it is
more of a necessity. And they are
alsovery mindful of the fact thatif
atallthey default, then their credit
score takesahit.  Fullinterview

onwww.indianexpress.com

Airline ‘snags’: DGCA starts
2-month-long special audit

New Delhi: Aviation regulator
DGCA has started a 2-month-
long special audit of airlines after
its spot checks earlier this month
found that insufficient and un-
qualified engineering personnel
are certifying carriers’ planes be-
fore their departure, officials said.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) conducted
the spot checks as there have
been many technical malfunction
incidents in Indian carriers’
planes during the last 45 days.
The focus of the aforemen-
tioned special audit will be facil-
ities like hangars and stores,
equipment being used by airline
personnel, airlines’ quality assur-

New Delhi

FOCUS AREAS

HThe focus of the
special audit will be
facilities like hangars
and stores, equipment
being used by perso-
nnel, airlines’ quality
assurance system,
aircraft grounded due
tolack of spare parts
and maintenance
control centre

ance system, aircraft grounded
due to lack of spare parts and air-
lines’ maintenance control cen-

tre, a DGCA order dated July 18
stated.

The special audit will also fo-
cus on availability of “sufficient,
suitably qualified and experi-
enced” manpower, duty time
limitations, availability of current
maintenance data for all types of
aircraft,adequacy of aircraft turn-
around time during transit and
“multiple MEL releases”, as per
the order, which has been ac-
cessed by PTI.

MEL (minimum equipment
list) releases” means anaircraftis
allowed to fly with certain inoper-
ative equipment or instruments
for a specific period of time, until
the repairs are done. PTI
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CROSSWORD 4802

ACROSS DOWN

1Reckon to keep fit (4,3) 1 Stands by for callers at Christmas
5 One way to apply a finish to (5)

education (5) 2 Unpopular art form

8 Contemplating dining out about 3)

ten(9) 3 Has now moved South

9 Skillin particular (3) (4)

101t's unchanged when returned 4 Stand and fall over a piece of
tome(4) wood (6)

12 Remote chance a sniper may 5 Taking on the enemy (8)

take (4,4) 6 He, you and pals got involved in
14 Euclid confused her (6) the theatre (9)

15 Follows directions and engages 7 Understatement in T.S. Eliot play

inlitigation (6) (7)

17 You may win one on points 11 Speak evil of a worker wanting
(8) to do harm (9)

18 Nominally she gets five years 13 He deals in capital investments
4) (8)

21 Eggs of novalue (3) 14 A second order of clergy (7)

22 Billy took forty winks - that's 16 A poem’s positive points
novel (9) (6)

24 Wood spirit supposedly drunk 19 Examination on book work
inancient times (5)

(5) 20 Alove outwardly secure (4)
25 Abetrayal that will pack the 23 One who get paid for Latin?
theatre (4-3) 3)

Solutions Crossword 4801: Across: 1 Obituary, 5 Cast, 9 Chaff, 10 Charity, 11
Convalescent, 13 Sodium, 14 Gallon, 17 Intransigent, 20 Ice floe, 21 Teach, 22 Garb,
23 Spurious. Down: 10nce, 2 Inaword, 3 Unfavourable, 4 Recall, 6 Alice, 7 Trysting, 8
Manslaughter, 12 Aspiring, 15 Long ago, 16 Asleep, 18 Their, 19 Thus.
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Overall, thisis nota
week for clear
thinking. However,
neitherisitatimeto

let your imagination run riot.

The planetary picture can be

rather argumentative, but only

if you allow trivial events to
provoke you. Stick to your
principles and the results could
be very constructive.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

It's time for some

smart ideas. You will

gainimmeasurably

from discussing all
your long-term hopes and
wishes with as many people as
possible. This is hardly the
moment to dig your heels in
and resist the inevitable. If you
doinsist in keeping things
exactly as they are, then it could
hityou in the pocket.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You're coming to the

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

| DON'T MEER TD EAT VESETABLES. |
CAN TAKE A RAILY FILL INSTEADR |
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THAT ARSUMEMT MIGHT EE MORE COMFELLING
IF THE EXFIRATION ON YOUR VITAMIN
| BOTTLE DIDN'T 84Y "NOVEMBER 2015"

end of a brief cycle

which has broughta

surge in your
personal ambitions and
welcome professional
developments. There'll be one

last emotional push at the end

of the week, and you'll have the

confidence to forge your own
path whether partners support
youor not.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

No matter how
misjudged or angry
you feel, think twice
before you try and
settle any old scores. This is one
of those weeks when a chance
remark could start a full-scale
war, so tread warily. The fact is
that someone close to you is
under incredible pressure,

and they need your help

and understanding.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Obviously, a great
deal has happened
in the past which has

caused you grief or

just plain irritation — in that

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

You may now need
to spend more time
onyour own and not
expend so much

energy keeping up a front. In

addition, relations with
children now seem to be more
important. Younger family
members will show you the
way to enjoy yourself, so don't
stand on ceremony.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Your personal stars
are under alittle
pressure, which is
why you may need

to dispose of some unwanted

emotional baggage this week.

Today's lunar position

emphasises meetings,

interviews and unusual
discussions - anything which
can ease the path of your work
and daily routine.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

The Moon aligns

with highly intuitive

sectors of your chart

for much of the day,
so you should find yourself fully
in tune with the general mood
of the times. Financial hopes
and cares may occupy much of
your attention, especially if
you're being overwhelmed by
commonsense and a realisation
thatit's right to plan ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
You have been
forced to redefine
yourroleona
number of occasions

over the last year or so, often

with great personal difficulty.

Over the next few days you'll

receive a hint that it was indeed

allworth itbut, if hidden
worries come up, then face
them head on.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Mars and Venus are
currently sucha
splendid couple of
planets that you can

afford to feel happy and

confident, even if life is a little

J U M B LE D WO R D S -, you're not unusual. However, too complicated. Grasp every
Difficulty Level 4s Tp) unless you decide to wipe the nettle in sight and amaze loved

Instructions a 1 T8 o - - slate clean now, some adverse ones by backing your
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MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED st g e e s SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY lassifi Agninotr, R/OE-SoL Antriksh  Raeesuddin Born On 15/08
(A Government of Karnataka undertaking) P E=TEMDER NOTIGE } aSSI iE 5 Golf View 2, Sector 78, Noida, /1977,R/O HNo 272/A Gali
Corporate Office, “MESCOM BHAVANA”, Bejai, Mangaluru - 575 004 I-Tender  Metice  Hag:  114-5T- gt L Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar No.3, Old Mustafabad Delhi-
Ph: 0824-2885795  CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425 3 ﬂm@ﬁ—'f AifaraT ﬂ?‘*" TENDER-Z022  Daled 01 072022 Pradesh-201301. | have 110094, Have Change My

No. MESCOM/14/2022-1T/21773 Date: 22.07.2022

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-Procurement Portal Only)
MESCOM invites tender for Manufacture & Supply of following material:

Tender No. Name ofthe Material proposed | quantity
for Procurement
Desktop Computers as per 12N
MESCOM/2022-23/IND834 08

Specifications under Buy Back

The
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in on or after 26.07.2022.

interested eligible bidders may log on to

Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.) (Proc.), Corporate Office

For Power Related Complaints & Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912
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.. OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA

T " NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR
B-383 INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

File No.B--Home-(Jud.)-34/2022 Lr. No. 27694
Invitation for Bids

Bid Identification No. OSD C.E (B) - 14 / 2022-23

Dt. 18th Jul. 2022

1. |The OSD Chief Engineer (Buildings) Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf of
Governor of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in double cover system in
ONLINE MODE only, for the works (1) “Construction of New District Court
Building (G+4) at Sundargarh” amounting to Rs. 38,00,00,000/-
(Approximate), (2) “Construction of New District Court Building (G+4) at
Rourkela” amounting to Rs. 36,00,00,000/- (Approximate) as detailed below.

2. |Nature of work : |Building works

3. [No. of work : |2 Nos

4. |Bid Cost. : | 10,000/~ (Each)
5. |Class of Contractor : |Super Class

6

: |From dt. 10.08.2022 to 17.00 Hours of
dt. 29.08.2022.

. |Availability of Bid Documents
in the website

~

. |Date of Opening of Bids : |Dt. 30.08.2022 at 11:30 AM.

8. [The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be
seen from the website: https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum /
corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/-

OSD Chief Engineer (Buildings),
Odisha, Bhubaneswar

OIPR- 34117/11/0034/2223
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transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers

DT T—ﬁ \_,ﬂ'ﬁ'Tﬁ | B or Publications. We therefore
refero recommend that readers
HUSY HUS, ITRT make necessary inquiries

before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

OSBI

HRMS Department, Global IT Centre, State Bank Of India, 4th Floor,
Tower No 7, CBD Belapur Railways Station Building, Sector 11,
CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai- 400614, Maharashtra

CORRIGENDUM - 1

(EOI) for “Procurement of Human Resource
Management System (HRMS)"

This Refers to State Bank of India earlier notice regarding invites for EOI
with reference no. SBI:GITC:ETA/RPF/2022-23/15 for selection of eligible
OEM's for procurement of Human Resource Management Systems for
upgrade/replace the existingHRMS application of Bank. Details of changes
in EOland eligibility criteria as corrigendum~—1is available at Bank's website
https://bank.sbi under “Procurement News" section.
Deputy General Manager

(IT-HRMS)

faega
wid2786 /9 A, (o) /o / Pifve i 23,/07 /022
g fa # faorell sary

Place: Navi Mumbai
Date: 25.07.2022

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
Corporate Office, MESCOM BHAVANA, Kavoor Cross Road, Bejai, Mangaluru - 575 004.

Ph: 0824-2885795, CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425

No. MESCOM/PROC/PURC/86/2022-PROC Date: 22.07.2022
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL ONLY)

MESCOM invites Short term_tender for Manufacture & Supply of following
material as per technical specification:

Tender No. Name of the Material proposed Quantity
for Procurement
MESCOM/2022-23/ 63kVA Star-1 (4-Star) 1000 Nos.
IND829/CALL-2 Transformers

The interested eligible bidders may log on to www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in

on or after 25.07.2022.
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.)(Proc.) Corporate Office

For Power Related Complaints & Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

changed the name of my
minor Son Ayush Agnihotri
aged about 14 years and He
shall hereafter be known as
Yashhraj Agnihotri

0070795934-1

I, Parvati, W/O Roop Narayan
R/0 M-388, Chander Shekhar
Azad Colony, Kishan Ganj,
Malka Ganj, North Delhi-
110007. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Laxmi 0070795929-1

I,Rakesh S/o Suresh Kumar
R/0-H.No-40, Gali.No-01,
Nithari- Village Sector-31,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar
U.P.-201301, have changed my
name to Rakesh Kumar for all
future purposes. 0070796031-1

l,Manju Sharma W/o-Late Shri
Karam Chand Gautam R/o-B-
44,Near Community
Center,Gazipur Village, Delhi-
96,inform that my correct
name is Manju Sharma
instead of Manju.Manju
Sharma and Manju is one and
same lady. 0040623868-1

l,Arnav S/o.Hari Kishan,
R/0.H.N0.B-46, DDA-Janta
Flats,Block-D, Vasant Vihar,
KusumPur, Delhi-110057
declares that in my Office
Records my name is wrongly-
mentioned as Arnav instead of
the correct name Arnav
Kanojia for allPurposes.

0040623862-1

I,ANOOP AGRAWAL,S/0O VIJAY
AGRAWAL,H.NO.151,3RD-
Floor,Bank Enclave,Laxmi-
Nagar,Delhi-110092,have
changed my-minor son’s
name,from NISCHAY
AGRAWAL to NISCHAY
AGARWAL. 0040623845-1

I,ANOOP AGARWAL,S/O VIJAY
AGRAWAL,H.No.151, 3RD-Floor,
Bank Enclave, Laxmi-Nagar,
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name to ANOOP AGRAWAL.

0040623845-2

I, Vijendra Singh Bargoti S/o Sh.
Jaipal Singh R/o0 D-302, Street
No.-8, Govindpuram,
Ghaziabad-201013 UP, have
changed my nameto Vijendra
Singh for all future purposes.

0040623767-1

l, Kulwinder Kaur D/O Ramphal,
R/0 176 Kawarthan Kaithal
Haryana- 136027. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Kulvinder Kaur  0070795980-1

I, Dileep Jaiswal S/O Ramnath
Jaiswal,R/0 E.W.S12/697,
Ratanpur Colony, Panki,
Pankabahadur Nagar, Kanpur
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-208020. |
have changed the name of my
minor Son Ansh Jaiswal aged
about7 Years and He shall
hereafter be known as Virat
Jaiswal 0070795932-1

PERSONAL

I,Pushpender S/o Bhupender
Singh R/0 B-1/2,Arjun-Mohalla,
Gali.No.2, Near Subji Mandir,
Maujpur,Delhi-110053 have
changed my nametoHarsh
Chaudhary. 0040623874-1

I,Rajni Aggarwal W/o Ashish
Munjal R/0,EC-35, Ist-Floor,
Inderpuri, N.Delhi-12 have
changed my name to Akshita
Munjal after my-marriage.

0040623874-2

I, Smriti Rani D/O Munna Singh,
W/0 Ran Bahadur Singh R/o
8336 B, Sohna Road, Apna Ghar
Society, Sector-23, Faridabad,
Sector 22, Faridabad, Haryana-
121005. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Smriti Singh

0070795981-1

I, Satyawan S/o Surajbhan
Singh & Father of Preeti R/o-
Mungan (55) Rohtak, Mungain,
Haryana-124401, have
changed my nameto
Satyawan Singh for all future
purposes. 0070796030-1

IRenu /Renu Mahajan /Renu
Rawal W/O, Naresh Rawal R/o
B-34, East Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi- 110059 have changed
my name to Renu Rawal for all
purposes. 0040623798-1

I, Dheeraj Kumar Mishra Alias
Dhiraj Kumar Mishra S/0 Girija
Shanker Mishra, R/0 House
No- 5331, Sector-3, Ballabgarh,
Faridabad, Haryana-121004,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Vinod Kumar. 0070795982-1

INutan Chauhan W/0O, Sanjeev
ChauhanR/oF - 348, GaliNo -
17, Molarband Extention
Badarpur New Delhi 110044
have changed my nameto
Nutan Singh for all purposes.

0040623787-1

I, Simran Kaur, W/o Harjinder
Singh, R/0 F-243, Gali No.7,
Pandav Nagar, Samaspur East
Delhi-110091 have changed my
name from Anita kumari (old
name) to Simran Kaur for all
future purposes. 0040623866-1

I,Balbir Singh S/o0 Sh Mange
RamR/o WZ-152, Dasghara
Village, Central Delhi- 110012,
have changed my daughter’s
name from Kirtika to Tamanna
Bhardwaj for all future
Purposes, in her LIC Policy No.
122906168 her name is written
Kirtika, Kirtika &amp;
Tamanna Bhardwaj are same
person. 0040623801-1

1,POOJA AGARWAL,W/0 ANOOP
AGRAWAL,H.No.151, 3RD-Floor,
Bank Enclave,Laxmi
Nagar,Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to POOJA
AGRAWAL. 0040623845-3

Husband Name In My Passport
N0-J5416396, Rahisuddin To
Raeesuddin Vide Affidevite
Dated 03/06/2022 At Delhi

0050200979-1

I Kisan Kumar S/0, Randhir
Singh R/0 G-660 Jahangir Puri,
Delhi 110033 have changed my
name from Kishan Kumar to
Krishan Kumar for all
purposes 0040623796-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost Original : Property
Document - Allotment letter of
Plotno C-123 Sector 108 Noida
inthe name of Vijay Dhall S/o K
L Dhall. Finder contact : Vijay
Dhall 9811451777

0040623793-1

New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for general public that my client RAM
KUMAR BASIA S/O LATE SH. MURARI LAL
BASIA R/O FD-59, GROUND FLOOR,
PITAMPURA, DELHI 110034 (ANO: 35432
9908 8134), has disowned and severed all
relations with his DAUGHTER POOJA residing
at H.NO-224, SU BLOCKB, PITAMPURA,
DELHI 110034 AND son AMIT BASIA residing
at H.NO-217, SU BLOCK, PITAMPURA,
DELHI 110034 and has dis-inherited them from
all his properties due to their misconduct,
misbehaviour and also because they had
served all their relationship with their father.
Any person dealing with them in any manner
shall do so at his own risk and responsibility.
Sd/-

R.N. AGARWAL

Advocate

CHAMBER NO. 25,

RU-BLOCK DDA SHOPPING CENTER,
PITAMPURA, DELHI-110034
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SPORT

THE FINAL STANDINGS

1. ANDERSON PETERS (GRN)
90.54m

SERIES: 90.21,90.46,
87.21,88.11, 85.83,90.54

88.13m

i 8813,X,X

{ 2.NEERAJCHOPRA (IND)

| SERIES: X, 82.39,86.37,

| 3.JAKUBVADLEJCH (CZE)
88.09m

| SERIES: 85.52,87.23,
| 80.09,8348,81.31,82.88

Upset in
relays as US,
Canada win

REUTERS
EUGENE (USA),JULY 24

JAMAICA FIELDED the three medallists
from the women's 100 metres in Saturday's
World Championships sprint relay but that
was still not enough to prevent a super-slick
US. quartet taking gold toraise the biggest
cheer of the week at Hayward Field.

In the men’s 4x100 metres relay, a
flubbed final handover cost the United
States gold as Canada surged down the
final straight to take the world title.

Jamaica looked formidable after
bringing in their "big three" - Shericka
Jackson, Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce and
Elaine Thompson-Herah - with lead run-
ner Kemba Nelson the only survivor from
their semi-final team.

The United States introduced Abby
Steiner to join Melissa Jefferson, Jenna
Prandini and Twanisha Terry, and after a
superb series Terry ran a terrific anchor
leg to bring them home in 41.14 seconds
- the fifth-fastest in history.

Jamaica were second in 41.18 - the
sixth-best ever - after losing fractions on
a couple of stretched changeovers.

Britain were in the medal hunt until
200m bronze medallist Dina Asher-
Smith pulled up injured at the end of her
third leg, allowing Germany to storm
through for a surprise bronze in 42.03.

Jamaica and the United States had
each won four of the previous eight world
titles and between them eight of the last
10 Olympic golds. Saturday's head-to-
head was as mouth-watering as any of
those, with the Americans hoping their
well-honed teamwork could make the
difference against a squad that they
hoped might just be a metre of pace
down after their gruelling individual
campaigns. It proved to be the case as
Jamaica twice had to slow a touch to col-
lect the baton, as the Americans made no
mistakes.

Prandini ran a brilliant third leg and
Jamaican anchor Jackson, two days after
her 200m gold, could make no impres-
sion on Terry as the United States took
their Eugene gold tally to 10.

In the men’s relay, the Americans
looked set to retain their crown until the
last changeover between Elijah Hall and
Marvin Bracy, who lost time with a slow
exchange. Canadian anchor Andre De
Grasse did not waste the opportunity and
passed Bracy on the final leg, crossing the
finish in 37.48 seconds.

India’s Paul
finishes 9th in
triple jump

Eugene: India's Eldhose Paul fin-
ished ninth in the men's triple
jump final.

The 25-year-old Paul produced
abest jump of 16.79min the three
attempts he had, and failed to
make it to the top eight. His series
read 16.37,16.79 and 13.86m. Only
the top eight finishers after three
rounds get three more jumps.

Paul had become the first
Indian to qualify for the triple
jump final after finishing 12th
overall in the qualification round
with an effort of 16.68m. PTI

An athlete cannot win a gold every time but we have to keep trying and give our best. I have learnt a lot from

the challenging situation today.

NEERAJ CHOPRA, OLYMPIC CHAMPION AND WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SILVER MEDALLIST

The grind behind Chopra’s
clittering medals

Olympic champ was out of shape few months ago,
but a smart training programme, allied with right
diet and dedication, got him the Worlds silver

NIHALKOSHIE
JULY 24

WATCHING A supremely athletic Neeraj
Chopra add a World Championship silver
medal to the Olympic gold, it is hard to believe
he huffed and puffed ona400m trackin Chula
Vistaa few months ago. In December; a slightly
podgy Chopra began getting back in shape af-
ter what seemed like never-ending felicita-
tions. His cheat day extended to a few weeks
as the who’s who were waiting to host him
for a meal. One chief minister cooked ‘rich’
food for the Olympic heroes. Soon after his
proposal for an off-season training stintin the
US was cleared, Chopra, his coach Klaus
Bartonietz and long-time physio Ishaan
Marwaha landed in California.

Project Eugene began there and then.

“It was almost like starting from zero be-
cause there was a four-
month gap, he was over-
weight and had put on
about 12 to 14 kilograms,”
Marwaha says.

A physio and also a
friend to Chopra, Marwaha
has been part of his inner
circle for five years. He and
Chopra have stuck together
through thick and thin.
Marwaha was by Chopra’s
side when he underwent an elbow surgery
three years ago,and avital cogin the wheel in
his post-Olympic to World Championships
medal journey.

Team Chopra’s key objectives to begin
with were to lose weight and, at the same
time, improve flexibility and strengthen joints.
Though crucial time had been lost, Chopra is
known to move mountains.

“When we reached Chula Vista, our first
aim was to reduce weight. Immediately, sugar
was out of the diet. No refined sugar, no sugar
in drinks or adding to coffee. Sugar coming
from food was fine. We reduced carbohy-
drates and increased protein intake during
those four to five weeks. Chicken, salmon and
alot of salad was the basic source of protein.
And also, eggs. Protein supplement is just an
add-on. For carbohydrates, there were pota-
toes,” Marwaha details the plan of camp di-
etician Mihira Khopkar.

Low body fat percentage

The body fat percentage, a key reading for
top athletes, needed correction. Chopra’s was
around 16 percent in December. Currently it
reads 10. “For ajavelin thrower, around 10and
10.5 is good. Below that, you are going down
way too much,” Marwaha says.

The early steps were tougher than Chopra
anticipated. He began with two to three laps
of the 400m track. “It was difficult for him also
because he had not run with that kind of
weight. He has not been 97 kg since the time
I have been with him. It was tough for him to
start running long distances initially. Then we

keptonincreasing the distances of his runs up
to5K”

Inabout two weeks, Chopra lost two kilo-
grams. Once he began weight training, he be-
came leaner. The protein-rich diet helped.

“We were using the time wisely. But we
were not pushing. We had less time and we
had to cover a lot of training. That was a little
tough initially but hats off to Neeraj, he was
dedicated... with the diet and everything.”

Soon, every second day, Chopra tackled the
Tabata circuit. The app-aided routine involves
a20-second high-intensity exercise followed
by 10-15 seconds of rest. There were 10 exer-
cises in one circuit and he did three sets. The
Tabata circuit is also a Chopra favourite be-
cause of the abdomen and core workout. “I tell
him to keep it to 20 seconds but sometimes
he will push it to 30 seconds of work and 20
seconds rest.”

The next phase involved weight training.

“There were squats,
snatch, weighted lunges,
and a time circuit. We
made nine stations. Twenty
secondsonone stationand
then you move to the next
station. So, we worked on
the cardiovascular partalso
and overall general stren-
gth.But we do thisin the off
season. We have reached
almost 90 to 95 percent of
what he was in Tokyo,” Marwaha says.

By mid-January, Chopra started ball
throws. He would stand on grass and some-
times use ajavelin just to get the feel of throw-
ing. He then moved to the runway. But major
throwing began after Chopra moved to the
Gloria Sports Arena in Antalya, Turkey.

Keeping Chopra’s body in top shape is akin
toensuringall parts of abow are working op-
timally, Marwaha says, borrowing an analogy
of coach Bartonietz. “If one part of the bow is
not working well, like if the hip flexors (mus-
cles)are tight, the bow is broken at that part,”
Marwaha, a physiotherapist at the Inspire
Institute of Sport, explains.

8to 10 hours’ sleep

Proper recovery after intense training, ice
baths, contrast baths (in warm and cold wa-
ter), deep tissue release, and a good night’s
sleep keep Chopra injury-free and refreshed.

“Deep tissue release is about going deep
into the muscle and opening a nerve.
Sometimes, [ have to use my elbow also. We
do a deep tissue release for him at the end of
the week. Orif there is a heavy session, we do
itafter thatalso.”

Anice bath follows a ‘heavy session’, like a
long running session, and helps in healing mi-
cro-injuries in the muscles. “Usually when we
want him torelax, we use a contrast one. Itin-
volves two minutes of hot and two minutes
of cold.”

But all recovery methods can come to
naught if Chopra does not get a good sleep.
Being a sound sleeper works to his advantage.

Glad that someone has finally bagged
a Worlds medal after 19 long years

BY ANJU BOBBY GEORGE

IF ONE sees the level of competition at the
World Championships, it is much tougher
than the Olympics. Winning in Tokyo and
backing it with a Worlds medalis really great.
Neeraj has proved again that he is a world-
class athlete. When he made the first two
throws (afoul and 82.39m), I was a little un-
sure of what is going to transpire. But then
after his third throw, I knew something big
was coming. Despite starting off poorly, he
made acomeback and that is what top-class
athletes have the quality to do.

Even while he was a junior, I predicted he
would win an Olympic medal and also join
me in the Worlds club. [ know whenIsee the
spark of achampion. [ am glad that someone
has finally bagged a Worlds medal after 19
long years. I have often met and spoken to

Neeraj post-Olympics, but never gave himad-
vice. An Olympic champion needs no advice.

Neeraj's medal reminds me of my Paris
journey. After competing in a series of events
in the run-up to the Worlds, my body gave up.
Inmy last meet just 20 days before the Worlds,
[ could manage only a 6.38m jump while hav-
ingafever. My body was drained.also devel-
oped swelling in my knee and just wanted to
go home. But Robert Bobby, my coach and
husband, sort of tricked me. He said we could
just go to Paris and watch the event.

We landed in Paris 19 days before the fi-
nals and Bobby told me to forget about sports.
For about four days, we just went out to ex-
plore the city, took walks in the parks and had
nice meals. To keep my mind away from
sports, Bobby asked me to keep away my
tracks and sporting gear. Only casual clothing.

After four days, we tried some light train-
ing and I could feel that my strength was re-
turning,. It also made a difference that I saw
and met other top athletes who were in Paris
for the Worlds. But I have to give Bobby all
credit. He micromanaged everything. He
prepared the calendar. I just followed him
blindly. He took quick decisions and just re-
layed them to me. He set some fitness targets
and I fared well. So, we decided to take part.
Bobby restructured my training. When Mike

Powell joined us in Paris, he saw me doing
sprints training and told Bobby: “She’s flying”.
Powell saying that was a huge thing for us.
regained my confidence before the finals and
gave my best towin India’s first Worlds medal.

As far as the Worlds medal club is con-
cerned, I am really happy that someone has
joined me here. It was a long wait. But hope-
fully, for the next Worlds medal, the wait won't
be thatlong. We are setting up our training fa-
cilities in Bengaluru with a world-class track.
Bobby needs some outside support to get
trainingequipment and other allied facilities.
With talented athletes like Shaili (Singh) un-
der him, he can recreate the magic.

All this was possible only because of a
proper training plan and coach. Neeraj has
done the same. Competing in Europe against
the best in the world must have been a huge
confidence booster. It is not just how one
trains but also who one trains around. When
one sees big stars training, one observes
them and learns. Neeraj should continue to
train in Europe and challenge these top ath-
letes regularly. He is a special athlete as he
has proved he can sustain momentum. Now
others need to take inspiration from him.

(Anju Bobby George won India's first ever
medal at the World Championships in 2003, long
jump bronze. Anju spoke to Andrew Amsan)

(Above) Neeraj Chopra exults during the javelin throw final on Sunday; (Left)
Chopra with physiotherapist Ishaan Marwaha (right) and coach Klaus Bartonietz.

“Optimal sleep above all. About eight to 10
hours is required. He has understood that no
matter how many recovery options we
choose, sleep is the topmost. If you don’t get
proper sleep, you cannot recover well.”

Shoulder, hip, ankle

The camp at Chula Vista at the start of the
off season was where Chopra worked on ‘pre-
vious shortcomings’ - increased flexibility of
the shoulder, hip mobility and ankle strength.
Not being a thrower who relies on brute
power, flexibility is key for Chopra.

“Ifyouwant to keep an athlete injury-free,
you need that flexibility. If the hamstring is not
flexible enough for a competition, there will
be an injury or a micro-tear. Neeraj is not a
power thrower. He relies more on flexibility.
He wants his body to be relaxed when he goes
for the throw. Some throwers are power
throwers, they don’t need that flexibility as

they have power to push. But flexibility helps
you keep away from injury,” Marwaha says.

Todevelop a strong block (with the leading
leg just before the release), ankle strength and
hip mobility is vital. A flexible shoulder helps
transfer the force into the javelin. If the shoul-
der movement isrestricted, the elbow will ad-
vance and a poor release follows.

“Working on hip mobility isimportant be-
cause at the block, they need hip mobility at
the last moment. The right hip rotation is
pretty important and if it is not moving prop-
erly, your groinis under alot of strain and your
foot will drag. Your foot should rotate. If you
compromise on your foot mobility, you are
stretching your hamstring or the groin area.”

Chopra has taken a leaf out of the book of
world record holder Jan Zelezny. “Jan was very
fast on his right hip and that is what we tried
toachieve.”

Asimportant as hip mobility is, sois ankle

strength. “Ankle strength is also required for
the block. It is extreme, 200 per cent of the
body weight comes at the time of the block
onthe left foot. In Neeraj's case, it will be about
170 kilograms of force.”

On the runway, the build-up of energy
comes from the ground via the legs. “Injavelin
throw, 60 per cent is in the legs, only 40 per
cent is the upper body. If your legs are not
moving well, they are not fast and not block-
ing well, no matter how much strength you
have in your upper body, it won’t help.”

What helps in keeping all the joints strong
and flexible is Neeraj's attitude to training. He
is not a slacker. “He is over-enthusiastic in
training. Itis not that I tell him ‘You have todo
10 minutes’ and he will step down at 9 min-
utes and 50 seconds. It will always be 10 min-
utes or beyond 10 minutes. That makes him
different from other athletes, you need that
dedication level.”

Having to undergo an elbow surgery in
2019 made Chopra smarter and he knows the
load his body can take. There was an element
of risk involved in the surgery because if
Chopra was not able to regain the full exten-
sion of his elbow, his career would have pos-
sibly hit a roadblock. “After eight out of 10 sur-
geries of the elbow, you don’t get that full
extension. Strength will come, but getting the
range was most important. Luckily, with time
and proper rehabilitation, the range came and
the doctor was happy. Otherwise, he would
not be able to throw.”

Smarter and wiser

Post-surgery, Chopra stopped punishing
his body if he felt a strain or discomfort. He
had been out of action for a year and couldn’t
risk another injury.

“Initially, he would just push himself
through pain. Now he has matured. He knows
itis ok not to train when he has not slept well.
He knows there is no point doing a morning
session without full recovery. He will tell us if
he is feeling tightness around, say, the shoul-
derorthe hip.If the coach says ‘You have todo
a 90 kg squat or 90 kg snatch’ and if he feels
heis notable todoit, he will give his feedback.
He knows how to prevent injury.”

Switching on Chopra button

Chopra is extremely confident on the
runway once the competition starts. He has
been acing the big throws early in competi-
tions and others have been playing catch-up.
Once inside the stadium, he enters the zone,
according to Marwaha. “He is best when un-
der pressure. If he is not under pressure, he
won't be able to perform in the stadium. In
one competition, we told him to just relax
because it was not a major competition. But
in the first two-three rounds, he could not
throw well. Then he went into the zone. He
had to switch on the ‘Neeraj Chopra-inside-
the-stadium button’. He is a different guy
when he goes inside the stadium, he does
noteven look at us.”

Is Chopra going to have a cheat day after
the World Championships final? A rare day
onwhich he can keep the salads aside and dig
into pizza? The famous Chopra abstinence is
gaining reputation. “On his own, he says ‘no, I
don’t want to have it.’ Because he knows how
he will feel the next day.”

Anderson Peters: A one-time fast bowler

GRENADIAN ANDERSON Peters, who awed
the world with three javelin throws over
90m to take gold at the World
Championships when even Neeraj Chopra
struggled with the headwind, was once a
cricket-crazy kid. Usain Bolt would snatch
that love with his record-breaking feats and
turn Peters into a sprinter before injuries
turned him towards javelin.

“I liked cricket. We had two seasons:
cricket and track-and-field in Grenada. |
would do both. I was a fast bowler. I felt I
could bowl it so fast that the batsman can’t
evenseeit,” he tells the World Athletics pod-
cast.

Then Boltintervened. “That was the year
he got the world record. I wanted to be a
sprinter.” Injuries then put him on to javelin,
where he has now started a rivalry with
Chopra.

The 2016 Under-20  World
Championships in Poland is where Chopra
and Peters had their first big showdown.
This was two years before Peters, who has
studied in the United States since 2017,
threw 81.95 metres to break the Mississippi
state’s freshman record. At the Zdzislaw
Krzyszkowiak Stadium, Chopra became the
junior world champion and an overnight
star. His 86.48 metres was a world junior
record. Johan Grobler (80.59m) of South
Africa was second and third, almost unno-
ticed in the frenzy in India, was Peters
(79.65m). He had set a national under-20
mark but back then Chopra was anointed as

i

Grenadian Anderson Peters celebrates
after winning gold on Sunday. Reuters

the future star.

Of the three podium finishers from the
U20 championships four years ago, two —
Chopra and Peters - fought it out for the gold
on Sunday morning.

Grobler was in Group A of qualifying, the
same one as Chopra, but finished seventh
with a lowly 76.30 metres. Chopra had the
second-best throw of 88.39 metres in qual-
ifying on Friday while Peters topped with
89.91 metres.

He was the defending champion in
Eugene and though he failed to reach the
final at the Tokyo Olympics, a 93.07m
throw in the Doha Diamond League and a
90.31 at the Stockholm Diamond League,
where also he pushed Chopra to second
place, is testament to his form despite a
nagging back injury.

What makes Peters a formidable oppo-
nent s his ability to produce a big throw even
towards the end of the competition. On
Sunday too, his best came in his last attempt.

Interesting initiation

Peters has an interesting story on how
his arm got used to throwing. He used
stones to take aim at mangos and apples
on trees as a youngster. “To me it was al-
ways a natural thing to throw. As kids, we
used to regularly throw a rock to get man-
goes and golden apples. Our mango trees
were really high,” Peters was quoted as say-
ing by World Athletics.

He started throwing with a javelin at the
ageof 10.

But soon, his attention got diverted to
sprints. A fellow Caribbean athlete from
Jamaica was scorching the tracks.

“Usain Bolt was also on the scene at that
time, so I wanted to be a sprinter,” Peters
said. He ran a wind-assisted sub-11 in the
100m when he was 20 and was also a mem-
ber of the 4x100m relay team at the 2016
Carifta Games. But injuries forced him to
get back to throwing.

Peters’ other great inspiration was
Walcott, the 2012 Olympic champion from
Trinidad and Tobago. Peters used to study the
distances Walcott threw to see how much
more he had to improve. Seeing someone
fromanisland just 30 minutes away from his
becoming Olympic champion pushed Peters
to become a top javelin thrower himself.
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Directors of Cricket
Scotland step down

overracismreport

Edinburgh: Directors of the Scotland
cricket board on Sunday resigned en
masse following accusations of insti-
tutional racism. The resignations
came just ahead of the release of re-
ports on an independent investiga-
tion. "The board has been totally com-
mitted to implementing the findings
of this review in full to make the sport
of cricket in Scotland a truly welcom-
ing and inclusive place for all," the di-

How to cope with
the long pimple

India’s top paddler Manika Batra uses a unique rubber on her bats, but her
doubles partners have to make adjustments if they want to land on podium

COMMONWEALTH

tomake our opponents move back and forth,”
he said. Sathiyan, currently ranked 37thin the
world, said that his understanding of the sci-

Hooda shows promise as
potential spin all-rounder

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
JULY 24

DEEPAKHOODA was broughtinto the attackin
the 10th over, ostensibly as a partnership-
breaker. West Indies had made abuzzing start
after winning the toss as Kyle Mayers took the
attack to the Indian seamers, especially ODI
debutant Avesh Khan, right from the outset.
Shardul Thakur conceded 13 runs in his first
over. Even Shai Hope, usually a slow starter,
was showing intent.

rectors said in a letter written to the GAMES. 2022 ence behind pimpled rubber has helped him Hooda’s first ball stopped a bit on Mayers
interim CEO of the governing body. Y succeed with Manika. and the batsman chipped back an easy return
"We are all truly sorry and have apol- “My understanding of the rubberisreally ~ catch. The bowling change worked. In the
ogised publicly to everyone who has 3 DA YS TO GU good and so I could make decisions with  grand scheme of things, the way Hooda
experienced racism, or any other form Manika on that front. The follow-up shotis  bowled in this game, he offered encourage-
of discrimination, in cricket in very crucial and sol have to know whenshe’s  ment, with an eye to the 50-over World Cupin
Scotland,” the letter further read. PTI ANILDIAS goingtouseit.Iftheballistoofastandtheop-  India nextyear.

SLreach315-60n
Day 10of 2nd Test

Galle: Half-centuries by Dinesh
Chandimal and Oshada Fernando
helped SriLankareach 315-6 at stumps
on the opening day of the second Test
match against Pakistan at the Galle
International Stadium on Sunday.
Needing to win the game to square the
series, Sri Lanka opted to bat first after
winning the toss. Captain Dimuth
Karunaratne and Fernando gave the
teamasolid start adding 92 runs for the
first wicket. Fernando was the stand-
out performer during the stand using
his feet against spin and hitting three
straight sixes. The third six brought his
seventh half-century in tests. AP
Briefs score: Sri Lanka 315 for 6

MUMBAI, JULY 24

TOUNDERSTAND the genius of Manika Batra,
one has to go back to the time she was eight
years old. She may be the ‘Golden Girl’ of
Indian table tennis now after her feats at the
2018 Commonwealth Games in Australia
where she won four medals - two gold, one
silver and a bronze - but as an eight-year-old
who showed plenty of promise, she was asked
to change her bat and essentially, her entire
playing style.

The story goes that her then coach
Sandeep Gupta asked her to start playing with
long-pimpled rubber on one side of her bat.
He felt that this would elevate her game fur-
ther. And it did just that.

Long-pimpled rubber is essentially a de-
fensive selection seldom used by the elite pros
these days. It basically puts the opposite effect
on the spin that the opponent plays. So say; if
the opponent plays a backspin shot, when one

Manika Batra is the favourite for the
women’s singles title and her mixed
doubles partner is G Sathiyan.

when to use it, how well one uses it and most
importantly, how one plays the follow-up
shot. Doubles, on the other hand, throwsupa
very challenging situation, especially if the
partner doesn’t normally play with long pim-
ples. And that’s the challenge for India at the
upcoming Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

While Manika is the favourite for the
women’s singles title, her mixed doubles part-
ner is G Sathiyan and her women’s doubles
partner is 19-year-old Diya Chitale, who's play-

ponent is far away from the table, she could
probably use the rubber to make them move
back and forth,” he said.

“We have practised many combinations
of both the rubbers. It requires a lot of practice
and understanding,” the 29-year-old said.

Teamwork key

Believing they can do much better than
their bronze at the last CWG, Sathiyan and
Manika decided to work together and develop
a great understanding to take their game to
the next level. When asked what are the as-
pects they worked on, Sathiyan said they re-
alised it was imperative they worked on their
footwork. “For doubles, footwork has to be
quite different. We worked a lot on that dur-
ing our training camps in Chennai and
Bengaluru. We needed to have a better under-
standing of where we are moving and more
importantly, making way for our partner to
come to the table. Moving in a synchronised

Asecond spin-allrounder will be part of the
playing eleven in Indian conditions and Hooda
is showing potential to be developed into one.

In the first ODI two days ago, he was used
as a filler, bowling five overs and conceding
22 runs in a high-scoring game. On Sunday,
inthe second ODI, he bowled well enough to
get nine overs, in two spells. His first spell
read: 6-0-23-1 and his second: 3-0-19-0. Yet
again, he went under five runs per over, at
Queen’s Park Oval, a ground that has relatively
smaller boundaries. Credit to Shikhar
Dhawan for using him well.

Hoodais not a big turner of the ball. But he
bowls tight, stump-to-stump, and bowls to his
field. Occasionally, heisn't afraid to give the ball
a bit of air. And on Sunday, he reacted well,
when the batsmen tried to take him on. His
ninth over wasa case in point. Nicholas Pooran,
well set by then, launched him over long-off
for a six. The West Indies captain was ready to
cut loose. But Hooda responded well with a

Deepak Hooda has already announced
his arrival as a batsman in T20Is, scoring

205 runs in six games. Sportzpics for BCCI

next 50-over showpiece still more thanayear
away. As rotation has become the order of the
day in Indian cricket, Hooda has emerged as
apositive.

Pathan was pretty effective during India’s
2011 World Cup-winning campaign, offering
depth and balance. After that, Kedar Jadhav
played that role for a period. At the moment,
Axar Patel is Jadeja’s back-up in terms of left-
arm spin, but he is not a genuine all-rounder.
Hooda is essentially a batsman, who can be
used up the order and also at the death. His
presence gives the team the required flexibil-

(Chandimal 80, Oshada 50, Nawaz 2- returns with this rubber, the ball willhavetop-  ingin her first mega event. manner is very critical.” couple of dot balls. He dragged back thelength ity. Alot, though, will depend on how he shapes
71)vs Pakistan spin and vice-versa. How does this happen? Both Sathiyan and Chitale play with at- Not only them, their respective coaches  alittle, bowled straighter and didn’tallowthe  up in the next few months, but maybe, the
It's because the surface of along-pimpled rub-  tacking rubbers so they have to understand  too worked together to chalk out a plan for  batsman to free his arms. team management can think about giving him
Versta ppen W| ns ber is covered with thin and tall conical- Manika’s game extremely well in order to  them. “Our coaches know our strengths and Hooda has already announced his arrival ~ afew gamesatastretch, even after the big guns
shaped bumps. When the ballmeetstherub-  know when she’ll switch herbatand usethe ~ weaknesses better. Theirinputsreally helped  inT20Is, as a batsman, scoring 205 runsinsix  return. The second seam-allrounder, beyond

French Grand Prix

Paris: Red Bull's Max Verstappen won
the French Grand Prix on Sunday and
took a huge stride towards a second
Formula One title after Ferrari's
Charles Leclerc made a costly mistake
and crashed out while leading. Seven-
times world champion Lewis
Hamilton finished second for
Mercedes in his 300th grand prix,
with team mate George Russell third
to secure their first podium double of
the campaign. The victory ona hot af-
ternoon at Le Castellet was
Verstappen's 7th in 12 races this sea-
son and 27th of his career. REUTERS

ber, those bumps bend, thereby putting the
opposite effect on the spin of the ball.

Using the rubber on her backhand side,
she switches her bat mid-rally to deceive op-
ponents. The follow-up shot after using the
pimpled rubber is extremely crucial and that’s
where Manika’s big forehand comes into play.
It was this strategy that helped her win the
women’s singles title at the last
Commonwealth Games and also lead the
women'’s team to their first-ever CWG gold.
It’s the same strategy that saw her achieve her
career-best ranking of 38 in May this year.

Playing doubles
When playing singles, the effectiveness of
the pimpled rubber boils down to knowing

pimpled rubber.

Sathiyan and Manika won the bronze
medal in Gold Coast and he says that both of
them have elevated their games tremen-
dously since then, beitin singles or asdoubles
partners. Though Sathiyan has never used
long pimples, he told The Indian Express that
it's extremely useful to partner someone who
uses it. “Having your partner in mixed dou-
bles use the long pimples is useful because not
many, especially the men’s players, are used
toit. So, it brings out a different flavour for us
on the table. We use it to change strategies or
to mix up the pace.

“We use the pimple, which slows downs
the pace, and then use the soft rubber which
increases the pace. This has been very handy

us understand each other’s games well. And
that’s the most important thing in doubles,”
he said. If Sathiyan and Manika have a deep
understanding of each other’s games, Manika
and Diya have barely partnered with each
other, having just one session in Mumbai last
week. Diya, however, said they've got along
very well.

“Although we did just one session, it was
really good. We were moving well. Manika’s
playing very aggressively now so for me it's
justknowing when she’s going to use the long
rubber. Having played against quite a few op-
ponents who use the long rubber, | know what
todo with the next ball. I thinkit’s going to be
a good debut for me,” Diya told The Indian

Express.

games, including a century, at a strike rate of
172.26.1t wowed the fans to the extent of crit-
icising the team management on social me-
dia, when he was dropped to accommodate
Virat Kohli in the T20Is in England. In the 50-
over format, Hooda has been given the role of
afinisher,at No.6.He looked a tad uncomfort-
ablein the first ODI, scoring 27 off 32 balls. But
batting at No. 6 is a difficult job in white-ball
cricket and it takes time to get into the groove.

Hard-hitting is Hooda’s forte. If he chips
in with some overs of tight off-spin, the 27-
year-old can be a serious option for the second
spin-allrounder’s slot, playing alongside
Ravindra Jadeja. It's early days, but there’s a
player who can be groomed to emulate Yusuf
Pathan’s role at the 2011 World Cup, with the

Hardik Pandya, remains an area of concern
however. Thakur is being used in that role in
this series, but the medium pacer is leaking
runs, although he has a knack of taking wick-
ets.Inthe first ODJ, he took the important wick-
ets of Shamarh Brooks and Mayers in quick
succession, but gave away 54 runs in eight
overs.On Sunday, he returned with 3/54 from
seven overs,as West Indies posted 311/6.Hope
laid the foundation with 115 off 135 ballsin his
100th ODI. Pooran scored 74 off 77 deliveries.
The Caribbeans have lost seven ODIs on the
spin and are desperately seeking course cor-
rection.

Brief scores: West Indies 311/6 (Shai Hope
115, Nicholas Pooran 74; Shardul Thakur
3/54)
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