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IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F A²FeÃF¯F Ad·F¹Fa°FF,
ÕXûIY d³F¸FFÊ̄ F d½F·FF¦F, d¶FÕXFÀF´FbSX ¸FaOXÕX, d¶FÕXFÀF´FbSX

Portal :http.eproc.cgstate.gov.in
LXØFeÀF¦FPX ¾FFÀF³F ÕXûIY d³F¸FFÊ¯F d½F·FF¦F d¶FÕXFÀF´FbSX ¸F¯OXÕX d¶FÕXFÀF´FbSX ¸FZÔ d³F¸³FdÕXdJ°F IYF¹FÊ ³F½Fe³F BÊ-
´FaªFe¹F³F ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSX ÀFSXÕX IiY. 01 ÀFZ 07 WZX°Fb dQ³FFaIY 07.07.2022, ÀFSXÕX IiY. 08 ÀFZ 10
WZX°Fb dQ³FFaIY 12.07.2022 E½Fa ÀFSXÕX IiY. 11 WZX°Fb dQ³FFaIY 18.07.2022 °FIY d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe
ªFF°Fe W`XÜ

d³Fd½FQF ¸FZÔ ·FF¦F ÕZX³FZ IYe ´FidIiY¹FF E½Fa d³Fd½FQF IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ d½FÀ°FÈ°F ªFF³FIYFSXe d½F·FF¦F IZY CX´FSXûöY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX
¸FZÔ QZJZ ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
A²FeÃF¯F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

92572 ÕXû.d³F.d½F. d¶FÕXFÀF´FbSX ¸F¯OXÕX, d¶FÕXFÀF´FbSX

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSmÔXMX d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF

PRESS N.I.T. No. 01 (2022-23)

Note: Any further amendment/corrigendum made in this NIT will be uploaded and can only be seen on wesbite
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 220 (2022-23)

Sd/- (Parveen Kumar Gupta)
E.E. (EAP)-II

S.
No.

Name of work Amount put to
tender

Earnest
Money

Tender
Fee

Date of release
of tender

Last date / time of
submission of tender

1 Reconstruction of Garage and Servant
Quarters in Bungalow No. E-1 and E-2
at Chandrawal Water Works.
Tender ID No. 2022_DJB_225404_1

Rs. 26,70,362/- Rs.
53,500/-

Rs. 500/-
(non-

refundable)

01.07.2022 15.07.2022
up to 03.00 PM

STOP CORONA (i) Wash Your Hands, (ii) Wear Mask, (iii) Maintain Social Distance

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WATER) PROJECT-II

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (EAP)-II
A- BUILDING, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005

E-mail:- eeeap2.djb@gmail.com

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-9

COMMAND TANK NO. 4, SEC-20, DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110075
Press N.I.T. No. 30 (2022-23)/EE (T) M-9

S.
N.

Name of work Amount put to
Tender

EMD
(Rs.)

Date of release
of tender in

e-procurement
solution

Last date / time receipt
of tender through

e-procurement
solution

1. Construction of Random rubble masonry boundary wall at
Daulatpur Village under EE(M)-34
(Tender I.D. No. 2022_DJB_225397_1)

Rs. 49,48,418/-
Rs.

99,000/-
01.07.2022

14.07.2022
upto 3:00 PM

2. Improvement of sewerage disposal by laying 250mm dia
sewer line for PTS, Sec-09, Dwarka under AEE(M )-36
(Tender I.D. No. 2022_DJB_225397_2)

Rs
28,87,948/-

Rs.
57,800/-

01.07.2022 14.07.2022
upto 3:00 PM

3. Improvement of sewerage system by P/L 300mm dia sewer
line in Braham Puri area in Railway line side and 400 mm
dia to Braham Puri Centre road to Kailash purl Road con-
necting main sewer in Dabri ward in Dwarka Assembly
Constituency under AEE(M)-33(Re-invite)-1
(Tender I.D. No. 2022_DJB_225397_3)

Rs. 72,51,467/- Rs.
1,45,100/-

01.07.2022 14.07.2022
upto 3:00 PM

4. Improvement of water supply by P/L 100 mm dia water line
in C-Block Dabri Extension in Dwarka assembly
Constituency AC-33 under AEE(M)-33 (Re-invite)-1
(Tender I.D. No. 2022_DJB_225397_4)

Rs. 94,14,469/- Rs.
1,88,300/-

01.07.2022 14.07.2022
upto 3:00 PM

NIT along with all the terms & conditions is available on DJB Web Site https://govteprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

ISSUED BY PRO (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 218 (2022-23)

Sd/- (Satish Kumar)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)M-9

STOP CORONA “Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

Government of Assam
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL EDUCATION, ASSAM

SIXMILE, KHANAPARA, GUWAHATI-22
Web site : www.assamtenders.gov.in, www.dmeassam.gov.in, email:dme@assam.gov.in, dmeassam@gmail.com,

No. DME/224/2021/13929

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR AUDIT OF HMS OF MEDICAL COLLEGES
HOSPITALS OF ASSAM

The Directorate of Medical Education, Assam invites “Expression of Interest” from C&AG empanelled
Chartered Accountant firms meeting the minimum requirement criteria for providing their services for the
audit of Revenue and Expenditure status of HMS of the Medical College Hospitals of Assam under the
DME Assam.

The details may be seen in the Expression of Interest document uploaded in the e-procurement website
www.assamtenders.gov.in.

Important Dates

The bidders would be required to register in the website for submission of the bids. The bidders are
required to have Digital Signature (DSC) from any of the Certifying Authorities. Aspiring bidders who
have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e- procurement may obtain the same
by registering in the www.assamtenders.gov.in. The requirements to register with the e-procurement
portal are available on the website indicated above.

Sd/-
Janasanyog/C/5748/22 Director of Medical Education, Assam

Sl. No. Scheduled Start Date Start Time End Date End Time
1. EoI Publishing 01-07-2022 12.00 Noon - -
2. EoI document Download 01-07-2022 01.00 PM 22-07-2022 12.00 Noon
3. Pre-Bid Meeting 08-07-2022 11.00 AM - -
4. Bid Submission 09-07-2022 12.00 Noon 22-07-2022 02.00 PM
5. Bid Opening 22-07-2022 05.00 PM

Regd. Office.: PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

(Contact No. 9646118754)
Tender Enquiry No. 289/HPs/ED-III/M-139 Dt. 30.06.2022

Dy. CE/ Hydel Projects, PSPCL, Shed A-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala
invites E-Tender DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, SUPPLY, ERECTION,
TESTING AND COMMISSIONING OF C&R PANELS OF 132 KV FEED-
ERS, POWER TRANSFORMERS AND BUS COUPLER FOR THE
REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING C&R PANELS AT UBDC POWER
HOUSE NO. 3 STAGE I.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.pun-
jab.gov.in from 07.07.2022 onwards.
NOTE: Corrigendum and Addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in C256/22 15381/PB

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI, JULY1

SATINDER LAMBAH, the diplo-
mat who led the back-channel
process between India and
Pakistanfrom2005till2014,and
was unshaken until the end in
his conviction that engagement
with an adversary was amust,
died in NewDelhi on Thursday

night. He had been ailing for
aboutayear.Hewas81yearsold.
As then Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh’s Special

Envoy toPakistan, Lambahheld
discreetbehind-the-scenetalks
with his counterpart TariqAziz,
appointed for the back-channel

process by thenmilitary ruler
GeneralParvezMusharraf. Inhis
death, Indiahaslostitsforemost
expertonPakistan.
Lambah also served as spe-

cial envoy to Afghanistan from
2001 to 2004. He was Delhi’s
emissaryattheBonnconference
and led India's participation in
the post-Taliban reconstruction
andredevelopmentofthecoun-
try, laying the foundations for
thedecade-and-a-halfofDelhi's
successful engagement with
that country.
An Indian Foreign Service

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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‘Best foreign secretary that India never
had’, led back-channel talks with Pak
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UDAIPURKILLINGONVIDEO

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, JULY1

NOTENTERTAININGherplea to
clubFIRsagainstherindifferent
stateswiththeoneinDelhiover
her remarksontheProphet, the
Supreme Court Friday came
downheavilyonsuspendedBJP
spokesperson Nupur Sharma,
saying she has a “loose tongue”
andis“single-handedlyrespon-
sibleforwhatishappeninginthe
country” including in Udaipur
where a tailor was hacked to
death this week for allegedly
sharingher remarks.
Stating that Sharma should

have“apologisedtothenation”,
the vacation bench of Justices
Surya Kant and J B Pardiwala
pulled her up for approaching
theSupremeCourtdirectly.

“The petition smacks of her
arrogancethatmagistratesofthe
countryare toosmall forher.”
Thebenchwasalsocriticalof

theDelhi Police response in the
matter and asked, “What has
Delhi Police done? Don’t make
usopenourmouth.”
“When you get an FIR regis-

teredagainstXYZ,he isarrested
immediately… Nobody has

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Govt hikes
export tax on
petrol, diesel
to ease home
situation
AANCHALMAGAZINE
&MIHIRMISHRA
NEWDELHI, JULY1

WITHANaim to address the is-
sueof fuelshortageinthecoun-
try, the government Friday im-
posed special additional excise
duty on export of petrol and
diesel.
Themovewill not just fetch

more revenue to the exchequer
but also discourage companies
fromexportingpetrolanddiesel,
andtherebyhelpeasethefuelsit-
uation inthedomesticmarket.
Privateoilmarketingcompa-

nieswere exporting petrol and
diesel to foreign countries like
Australia forbetter realisation.
“As exports are becoming

highlyremunerative, ithasbeen
seen that certain refiners are
drying out their pumps in the
domesticmarket. Inviewofthis,
cesses equal to Rs 6 per litre on
petrol and Rs 13 per litre on

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Bring new GST
with single low
rate as starting
point: Cong

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

SAYING THAT the current GST
regimehas“seriousbirthdefects”,
theCongress,forthefirsttimeon
Friday, said that it should be
scrappedand replacedbyanew
lawthatprovidesfora“singlelow
rate” as a "starting point" and
then"workoutthefurthersteps".
Senior Congress leader

JairamRamesh called for a dis-
cussioninParliamentandasked
the government to convene an
all-partymeeting.Some“tinker-
ing” here and there will not
work, a fundamental change is
needed,hesaid.
Addressing a press confer-

ence with Ramesh, former
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

‘Do something spectacular’:
Man from Pak told accused

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency(NIA)hasfoundthatthe
killing of Kanhaiyalal Teli in
Udaipur was “meticulously
planned” and “instigated” by a
person in Pakistan identified as
“Salman bhai” who told one of
the accused, Mohammad
Ghouse,thathe“mustdosome-
thingspectacular”inresponseto
theremarksontheProphetsince
“peaceful protestswill not yield
any result”, The Indian Express
has learnt.
Both Ghouse and

Muhammad Riyaz Atari, who
was seen in a video attacking
Kanhaiyalal with a cleaver, had
participatedintheprotestsearly
last month against remarks on

theProphetmadebyBJP’sNupur
Sharmawhowas subsequently
suspendedbytheparty.
Accordingtosources,Ghouse

had gone to Pakistan in
December 2014 to attend a 45-
day programme on the invita-
tion of Dawat-e-Islami, a

“Pakistan-based radical Islamic
organisation”. Theysaid thataf-
terreturninginJanuary2015,he
joined a fewWhatsApp groups
andwas in touchwith “Salman
bhai”andanotherperson, iden-
tifiedasAbuIbrahim,inPakistan.
According to the NIA's pre-

liminary probe, Ghouse and
Atarihadstartedplanningtheat-
tack “around June 10-15”. They
arelearnttohavetoldtheagency
that aman identified as “Babla
bhai”, who hails from the
Dhanmandi area where
Kanhaiyalal's ‘Supreme Tailors’
was located, had targeted10-11
people over the remarks -- and
assigned different groups to at-
tack them.
“The role of Babla bhai and

other details are being investi-
gated,” saidasource.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Shop owner in Amravati likely
killed for post supporting Nupur
JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
MUMBAI, JULY1

EXACTLY Aweek before tailor
Kanhaiyalal Teli was hacked to
death in Udaipur, Umesh
PrahladraoKolhe, a 54-year-old
chemist, was killed in
Maharashtra’sAmravatidistrict
onJune21.Investigatorsnowbe-
lieve Kolhewas killed allegedly
in retaliation for a social media
post supporting BJP’s Nupur

Sharmawho hadmade contro-
versial comments on the
Prophet inaTVdebate.
Initial investigation by the

City Kotwali Police Station in
Amravati followingacomplaint
by Umesh Kohle’s son Sanket
Kohleledthemtoarresttwoper-
sonsMuddsir Ahemad, 22, and
ShahrukhPathan,25,onJune23.
Theirinterrogationrevealedthe
involvement of fourmore per-
sons, of which three — Abdul
Thoufik,24,ShoaibKhan,22,and

AtibRashid, 22—werearrested
onJune25.OneShamimAhmed
FirozAhmed isabsconding.
The incident took place be-

tween 10 pm to 10.30 pm on
June21whenUmeshKolhewas
onhiswayhomeafterclosinghis
shop ‘Amit Medical Store’.
Sanket, 27, and his wife
Vaishnavi were accompanying
himonanother scooter.
Inhis complaint, Sanket told

the police, “We were moving
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Nupur
Sharmawas
suspended
byBJPafter
herremarks

Shouldhaveapologisedtonation...
WhathasDelhiPolicedone: Judges

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JULY1

GROSSGOODSandServicesTax
(GST) collections rose 55.8%
year-on-yeartoRs1,44,616crore
for June (for sales in May), the
second highest level since the
July 2017 rollout of the indirect
taxregime,accordingtodatare-
leased by the FinanceMinistry.
Economicrecovery,anti-evasion
activities, especially action
against fake billers, alongwith
theimpactof inflationhavecon-
tributed to therise inGST.
Before this, GST collections

had recorded the highest-ever
levelofRs1.68lakhcroreinApril
foryear-endsalesinMarch.This
isthefifthtimethatmonthlycol-
lections have crossed Rs 1.40
lakhcroresinceinceptionofGST,

and the fourthmonth in a row
sinceMarch 2022. GST collec-
tions in June 2021 stood at
Rs92,800crore.
Speakingat theGSTDaycel-

ebrations on Friday, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharamansaidthatwithinfive

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

OIL COMPANIESwere
exporting petrol and
diesel because itwas
more remunerative.
The government
stepped in after pumps
began running dry, and
fuel shortage concerns
soared.With the export
cess, it hopes the situa-
tionwill ease.

Soaring
concern

NirmalaSitharamanmarks
thefifthGSTDay, inNew
DelhionFriday.AmitMehra

GST collections surge to
Rs 1.44 lakh cr in June,
2nd highest since rollout

Earlyprobeshowstwomainaccusedstartedplanningthe
attackaroundJune10-15,hadsupportof others inarea

MohammadGhouseand
MuhammadRiyazAtari

SATINDERLAMBAH
1 9 4 1 - 2 0 2 2

RELATEDREPORT
PAGE9

RAJASTHANPOLICE
ARREST TWOMORE
PAGE9

Single-handedly
responsible: SC
slamsNupur

PLEATOCLUBFIRsDECLINED

SHUBHANGIKHAPRE
MUMBAI, JULY1

THE BJP is preparing to ensure
that its Colaba MLA Rahul
NarvekarischosenasSpeakerof
theMaharashtraAssemblyinthe
election tobeheldonSunday—
andofficialrecognitionisgranted

to the rebel Shiv Sena group led
by Eknath Shinde ahead of the
trustvote tobeheldaday later.
Officials confirmed that

Narvekar filed nomination
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Maharashtra Speaker
poll tomorrow, BJP
seeks to elect Narvekar

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

MOREREPORTS
PAGE8
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SC slams Nupur
daredtotouchyou,”JusticeSurya
Kant said. Sharma’spetitionwas
filedunderthenameNVSharma
and Senior AdvocateManinder
Singh,whowasrepresentingher,
saidthiswasdonebecausethere
wasthreattoherlife.
Atthis,JusticeSuryaKantsaid,

“Shehasthreatorshehasbecome
asecuritythreat?Thewayshehas
ignitedemotionsacrossthecoun-
try,thisladyissingle-handedlyre-
sponsible forwhat is happening
in the country.” Singh said
Sharmahad tendered awritten
apology, but Justice Surya Kant
said “shewas too late towith-
draw” and itwas done “condi-
tionallysayingsentimentshurt”.
“We saw thedebate onhow

shewas incited. But thewayshe
saidallthis…andlatersayssheis
a lawyer… it is shameful… she
shouldhave gone to the TVand
apologisedtothenation.”
“Whatifsheisthespokesper-

sonofaparty?Shethinksshehas
back-uppowerandcanmakeany
statementwithoutrespecttothe
law of the land?” Justice Surya
Kantsaid.Sharmamaderemarks
ontheProphetduringaTVdebate
ontheGyanvapimosqueissueon
May27.
JusticeSuryaKantaskedwhy

did theTVchannel choose a sub
judice topic. “Whatwas the TV
debate for? Only to fan an
agenda?Whydid they choose a
subjudicetopic?”
Toldthatherremarkswerein

responsetoaquestion,thejudge
saidsheshouldthenhavefiledan
FIRagainsttheanchor.
Singhpointedout that there

was no intention. “Itwas again
and again said that the Shivling
was just a fountain or a fawara.
Thiswas said by the debater on
the other side and not the an-
chor…ifthisistheposition,then
everycitizenwillhavenorightto
speak.”
Referring to cases including

theoneagainst journalist Arnab
Goswami, Singh said the settled

lawisthattherecannotbemulti-
pleFIRsforthesameoffence.
Hesaid,“WhatYourLordships

have laid down is for every citi-
zen." At this, Justice Surya Kant
said, "It’s not every citizen.Here
also, somespecial treatmenthas
beengiventoajournalist.”Hesaid
Sharma should approach the
HighCourtoftheplacewherethe
firstFIRwasfiledandseekrelief.
"Thecaseofa journalist,who

withinhis legitimate…rights of
expressingopiniononaparticular
issue, isonadifferentpedestalas
compared to a citizen or
spokesperson who goes to a
channel and starts lambasting
others,makesirresponsiblestate-
mentswithout even thinkingof
theramificationsandseriouscon-
sequences of how serious,” he
said.Singhsaid,“Asacitizenhav-
ingrights,thefactremainsthatit
is only one incident, and the SC”
has laiddownthat incaseof one
incident, there canbeno second
FIR.Hesaidtheprayerwastoclub
the other FIRs with the one in
Delhi.
“Whathasbeendone in that

FIR?We are asking you repeat-
edly,”JusticeSuryaKantsaid.
When Singh said “we have

joined the investigation,” the
judgesaid,“Naturally,theremust
bearedcarpetforyou.Thisishow
youjoined.”Singhsaid, “I should
notbetreatedunequally.”
Eventually, the bench de-

clined to provide any relief to
Sharma. Justice SuryaKant told
hercounsel,“No,MrSingh,when
theconscienceof thecourt isnot
satisfied,wemustmouldthelaw
accordingly.” On a request by
Singh,thebenchallowedthepe-
tition tobewithdrawnwith lib-
ertytoavailalternateremedies.

Udaipur killing
The initial examination of

Ghouse and Riyaz has also re-
vealed that in the two-three
weeksprecedingtheattack,pho-
tosanddetailsof a fewindividu-
als were circulated on local
WhatsAppgroupswithmembers

from theMuslim community.
“The photo and details of
Kanhaiyalal, too,were shared in
one of these groups,” said the
source.
WhileGhouseandAtarichose

Kanhaiyalal as their target since
his shopwas close to their place
ofwork, theywere “actively as-
sisted” by a few local youths,
sourcessaid.Twoofthem,Wasim
andMohsin Khan, had under-
takenarecceofthetailoringshop
before the attack on June 28,
sources said, adding that this
showsdetailed planning by the
accused.Mohsinandanotherper-
son, identified as Asif Hussain,
werearrestedonFriday.
On the day of the incident,

Ghouse andAtari came in sepa-
ratevehiclestotheMaldahamar-
ket,whereKanhaiyalal’sshopwas
located, and parked near
Mohsin’sshop,thesourcessaid.
Ghouse is learnt tohave told

Mohsin to keep the keys of his
scooter with amessage that if
theydonotreturn,itwouldmean
“the work was done” and he
shouldreturnthetwo-wheelerto
theaccused'shouse.
After thekilling, sourcessaid,

GhouseandAtariwenttotheof-
ficeof amanidentifiedas“Shoib
bhai”,where they recorded an-
other videowearing the same
clothes.Thisvideo,inwhichthey
issued a death threat to Prime
MinisterNarendraModi,wasup-
loaded byAtari on several local
WhatsApp groups of which he
wasamember.Ghouse’smobile
phonewasthenswitchedoff,the
investigationrevealed.
Thetwoaccusedlaterwentto

theworkshopof anotherperson
to change clothes. They had
plannedtogotoAjmerSharif,and
sincetheycouldnotarrangeacar,
left onAtari'smotorcycle. They
were, however, intercepted en
route andarrestedby thepolice
atBhiminRajsamanddistrict.
ThekillingonTuesdayof 40-

year-oldKanhaiyalaltriggeredar-
sonandprotests inUdaipur, and
theimpositionofprohibitoryor-
dersacrossRajasthanforamonth,
andprompted theUnionHome
Ministry to sendanNIA teamto
the city. According to thepolice,
whilethetwomainaccusedwere
formallyarrestedonWednesday,
four others, whowere also al-
legedlyinvolved,arebeingques-
tioned.
OnWednesday, The Indian

Expressreportedthatnearlythree
weeks before hewas hacked to
deathinsidehisshop,Kanhaiyalal
was arrested on an FIR lodged
againsthimforallegedlyhurting
religious feelings -- and, follow-
inghisreleaseonbail,hadsought
police protection citing death
threats. But the police said he
withdrew the request after “5-7
responsible persons fromboth
communities sat down and
reachedanagreement”.

Amravati
from Prabhat Chowk and our
scootershadreachedtheMahila
CollegeNewHigh School’s gate.
Twomenon amotorcycle sud-
denlycameinfrontofmyfather's
scooter.Theystoppedmyfather's
bikeandoneofthemstabbedhim
onthe left sideofhisneckwitha
knife. My father fell and was
bleeding. I stoppedmy scooter
and started shouting for help.
Anothermancameandthethree
fledthespotonthemotorcycle.”
With help from people

around, Kolhewas rushed to a
nearbyAxonHospitalwherehe
diedduringtreatment.
A senior police officer from

Amravaticitypolicesaid,“Thefive
accusedarrestedso farhave told
ustheysoughtthehelpofanother
accusedwhoprovidedthemwith
acarandRs10,000torunaway.”
Theofficersaidoneoftheab-

sconding accusedhad assigned
theotherfivespecifictasksforthe
murder. He had asked two of
themtokeepaneyeonKolheand
alerttheotherthreewhenheleft
themedicalstore.Theotherthree
obstructedKolhe and assaulted
him.AnFIRwasregisteredbythe
CityKotwalipolicestationfollow-
ingSaket’scomplaint.
“During investigation we

learntthatKolhehadcirculateda
social media post supporting
NupurSharmaonWhatsApp.By
mistake, heposted themessage
on a groupwithMuslimmem-
berswhowerealsohiscustomers.
Oneof thearrestedaccused said
thiswas an insult to theProphet
andhencehemustdie,”asource
said.
The police have seized the

knifewithwhichthemurderwas
committed,mobilephones,vehi-
cleandclothesusedforthecrime,
andobtained theCCTV footages
fromthesceneofcrime.“Wehave
senttheseizedelectronicdevices
toDFSL,andscrutinyoftechnical
evidenceisinprogress.Thebank
accounts of all arrested accused
and their familymemberswere
obtained and scrutiny is in
progress,”thesourcesaid.
When asked if his father’s

murder could have beenmur-
dered due to the social media

post, Sanket told The Indian
Express, “My fatherwas a very
cheerful person.Henever spoke
illaboutanyonenorwasheasso-
ciatedwith anypolitical party. I
alsoheardthathewasmurdered
over his socialmedia post, but I
checkedhisFacebookprofileand
didnot find anythingobjection-
able.Onlythepolicecantellwhat
themotivewas. I amblank.But I
can say for sure that hewasnot
murderedforrobbery.”
When contacted, Amravati

City Police Commissioner Arti
Singh told The Indian Express,
“Fivepersonshavebeenarrested
inthecaseandwearelookingfor
the remainingwhose arrestwill
giveus clarity on themotivebe-
hindthemurder.”

Speaker poll
papersfortheSpeaker'sposton
Friday even as the special two-
daysessionoftheAssemblywas
convened fromJuly3 insteadof
July2as slottedearlier.
The dates were changed to

provide time for members to
reach Mumbai, sources said,
addingthattherebelSenaMLAs
are set to reach the city by
Saturday.TheShivSena is likely
tofileitscandidate'snomination
onSaturday.
“The Speaker of the House

electionswill be held on July 3.
The nominations for the
Speaker's postwill be accepted
till 12 noon on July 2. The floor
testwillbeconductedonJuly4,”
an official communique from
the State Legislative Secretariat
toMLAssaid.
Meanwhile, Shiv SenaMLA

Suresh Prabhu approached the
SupremeCourt,urgingittosus-
pend the rebelMLAswho have
beenservednotice fordisquali-
fication -- and “restrain” them
“fromentering”theAssemblyor
“participatinginanyproceeding
relating to the House till the fi-
naladjudicationof thedisquali-
fication”. The apex court will
hear the plea on July 11 along
withotherpendingpleasonthe
political situation in
Maharashtra, including one
from the rebels against the dis-
qualificationnotice.
Narvekar, 45, joined the BJP

in 2019 after a 15-year stint in
theShivSena followedbya few
years in the NCP. He quit the
Sena in2014afterbeingdenied
a berth as anMLC in the State
Legislative Council. He then
joined the NCP and contested
the2019LokSabhaelectionsun-
successfully from Maval. He
moved to the BJP ahead of the
stateelections later thatyear.
The BJP is the single largest

partyinthe287-memberHouse
with 106MLAs, and expects its
tally to go up to 123 with 17
MLAs from smaller parties and
Independents.With theShinde
faction's 50MLAs, including 39
Senarebels, thetallywouldfur-
ther rise to 173, well past the
halfwaymarkrequired.
BJP sources said that awhip

issuedbyrebelSenaMLABharat
Gogalewillbeapplicableforthe
Shinde faction.
WhiletheUddhavThackeray

camphasmaintainedthatitwill
legally challenge the rebel fac-
tion'swhip,BJPsourcessaidthe
appointmentofawhiprequires
thesupportof two-thirdsof the
totalmembers.

(WITHENS/DELHI)

Fuel export tax
dieselhavebeenimposedontheir
exports. These cesseswould ap-
ply to any export of diesel and
petrolfromthecountry,”thegov-
ernmentsaidinastatement.
While thismovewouldhelp

ease fuel shortage at pumps
across the country, itwould im-
pact the bottom-line of these
companies. Post the announce-
ment,Reliance IndustriesLtdfell
byover7%ontheBSEtocloseatRs
2408.95Friday.
The shortage of fuel at retail

outletswas because oilmarket-
ing companieswerenotwilling
tosellfuelatalosssincefuelprices
havenotincreaseddespiterising
crude anddepreciating rupee –
these two factors have led to oil
marketing companies losing Rs
20-25 per litre on diesel andRs
10-15perlitreonpetrol.
Explaining the taxes, Union

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said they arehappy
with companiesmakingprofits
by exporting fuel, but these tax
measures have been taken as
theseare“extraordinarytimes”.
“These are times when oil

prices internationally areunbri-
dled. They are just goingonand
onupward.And for anycountry,
like India for instance,whichde-
pends largely and very much
largelyon imports,wealsoneed
topay that kindofmoney toget
theimports.ButthenfromIndia,
exports are happening and at a
pricewhichisabnormal, (result-
ing in) extraordinaryprofits.We
don’tgrudgepeopleearningprof-
its. But at a timewhenwedon’t
have enough supplies within
India, forexplorationorforrefin-

ingwhichishappeninginIndia,”
shesaid.
Sitharamansaidthisdecision

has been taken at a timewhen
thereisdifficultyeventogetanaf-
fordablepriceforoilfromabroad.
“Thewholesale customers,who
werebenefiting fromthose (pri-
vate sector) pumps, were now
coming over to public sector oil
marketing companies’ pumps
and they arewelcome to come
andtake(them).Butthesupplies
arealsogoingtohavetobeavail-
able,”shesaid.
The FinanceMinistrydidnot

giveatimelineforcontinuationof
thelevyandwillassessthesitua-
tion every15days to review the
impactof thesedutychanges.
Starting June, fuel pumps

across thecountryhavebeenre-
porting fuel shortage, leading to
theirclosure.Thesituationoffuel
shortage at pumpspeakeddur-
ing themiddle of June, resulting
inthegovernmentissuingastate-
ment on thematter. The state-
ment assured of enough fuel
availableinthecountryandasked
oilmarketing companies to en-
sure their fuel pumps remain
open. Among other announce-
ments, the government also im-
posed a cess of Rs 23,250 per
tonne (byway of special addi-
tionalexciseduty)orwindfalltax
ondomestic crudebeing sold to
domestic refineries at interna-
tionalparityprices.
Globalcrudepriceshaverisen

anddomesticcrudeproducersare
makingwindfall gains. After the
announcement, ONGC Ltd fell
13.40%ontheBSE.WhileOilIndia
slid more than 15 per cent,
Mangalore Refinery and
Petrochemical slumped 10 per
cent. Chennai Petroleum
Corporation fellmore than5per
cent and Hindustan Oil
ExplorationCompany stock de-
clinedover3percent.
Also,exportpolicyconditions

havebeen imposedby theDGFT
that the exporterswould be re-
quiredtodeclareatthetimeofex-
ports that 50% of the quantity
mentionedintheshippingbillhas
been/will be supplied in thedo-
mesticmarketduringthecurrent
fiscal. A cess of Rs 6per litre has
also been imposed on export of
AviationTurbineFuel(ATF).
These measures, however,

will not lead to any increase in
priceinthedomesticmarket,the
governmentsaid.
Meanwhile, the government

has also hiked import duty on
goldto15percentfrom10.75per
cent tocurb importof goldamid
concernsoverhighgold imports
putting pressure on the current
accountdeficit.

GST collections
yearsofitsrollout,GSTwasshow-
ing its potential. "The grossGST
revenuecollectionforthemonth
of June is Rs 1,44,616 crore, 56%
rise from the samemonth last
year. So thetrendthatwasbeing
talkedabout,wearenowrevers-
ing that and showing that GST
revenues remain above Rs 1.40
lakhcrore.So,Rs1.40lakhcroreis
theroughbottomline,wearenot
goingbelowthat.Wewillremain
abovethat,"shesaid.
Shealso said that theCentral

Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs(CBIC)isopentosugges-
tions from industry, and the tax
arbitrage that existed between
statesbeforeGSTrollouthasbeen
removed."GSThasremoveddis-
cretion to a large extent, there is
noway for rent seeking.... But I
wouldstillsayweshouldbeper-
formingbetterintermsofremov-
ing evenone little iota of discre-
tion. If it is there,we should just
make sure that the system is so
transparent, that thewhisper of
allegation of discretion some-
where shouldbe completely re-
moved,"shesaid.
The higher GST revenue

growth is expected to ease rev-
enueconcernsforsomestatesgo-
ingahead,butstateswithaheavy
dependence on compensation
mayfindFY23tobeachallenging
year,expertssaid.
As per the GST

(Compensation to States) Act,
2017,thestateswereguaranteed
compensation at the com-

poundedrateof 14%, from2015-
16asthebaseyear, forlossesdue
toimplementationoftheregime,
for five years of its rollout. This
came to an end on June 30. The
GSTCouncilmeetingheldearlier
thisweekdidnot take anydeci-
siononextendingthecompensa-
tion mechanism, despite de-
mands from at least a dozen
states.
Junealsosawthehighest-ever

collectionof compensation cess,
atRs11,018crore,sincetheimple-
mentationofGST.“Thecollection
in June2022 is not only the sec-
ondhighest but has also broken
thetrendofbeingalowcollection
month as observed in the
past…coupledwitheconomicre-
covery,anti-evasionactivities,es-
peciallyactionagainstfakebillers,
havebeencontributingtotheen-
hancedGST.Thegrosscesscollec-
tion in thismonth is thehighest
since the introduction of GST,”
said the FinanceMinistry state-
ment.
The total number of e-way

bills generated inMaywas 7.3
crore;itwas7.4croreinApril.
The averagemonthly gross

GSTcollectionforthefirstquarter
of2022-23wasRs1.51lakhcrore,
againsttheaveragemonthlycol-
lectionofRs1.10lakhcroreinthe
sameperiod last fiscal. In June,
revenue from import of goods
was55%higherandrevenuefrom
domestictransactions(including
import of services) was 56%
higher,ascomparedtolastyear.
Barring Daman & Diu and

Centre jurisdiction, which
recorded a contraction, all other
states/UTsrecordeddouble-digit
growth in GST generated,with
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Haryana andUttarakhand lead-
ing.
Expertssaidactionagainsttax

evaders, including efforts in au-
ditsandanalytics,willhelpboost
theGST collections beyond the
budgetedfigures.

‘Bring new GST’
financeministerPChidambaram
said theGST had “serious birth
defects”and“inthelastfiveyears
thesedefects have only become
worse and all those touched by
GSThavebeenseriouslyinjured.”
“The first thing thathas tobe

doneistogetridofthesesix(tax)
rates. You have to have a single
lowrate.That isGST.Worldover,
that isGST…ithas tobea single
low rate. That is the starting
point…Ifyoumakeanerroratthe
starting point, your entire path,
your travel on the pathwill be
wrong.Solet'sscrapthisGST.Let’s
go back to the drawing board,
startwith a single low rate. And
then let's work out the further
steps,”Chidambaramsaid.
Interestingly, the Congress

was largely silent on GST at its
Udaipur conclave, even as there
weredemandsthatitshouldseek
a reviewor even a repeal of the
Act.Somesenior leaders, includ-
ing former Union ministers
Anand Sharma,Manish Tewari
andManiShankarAiyar,besides
AICCdata analytics department
head Praveen Chakravarty, had
raised these viewsduringdelib-
erations of the Chidambaram-
headed group on economic af-
fairs. But Chidambaram had
argued that repealwas too radi-
calanidea,andneededtobedis-
cussedatadifferentpartylevelas
itwasoutsidethemandateofthe
group.
OnFriday,Chidambaramsaid:

“Thereareanynumberofabsurd-
itiesinthislaw... itisverydifficult
tocorrectthelaw,youhavetore-
place the law”. For instance, he
said,“thereareseriousproblems
withtwoauthoritiestaxing.”
“Half thetaxpayerscomeun-

der theCentre’s jurisdiction and
half comeunderthestates’ juris-
diction. It is a vertical division,
whereas logically, if youhave to
dividetheadministrativepowers,
it has tobe ahorizontal division.
The small taxpayers, small busi-
nessmen, shouldnot have to go
afterthecentraltaxcollector,”he
said.
“The law is so defective that

thegovernmenthasbeenforced
toissuehundredsofexecutivedi-
rections.Infiveyears,thegovern-

menthasissued869notifications,
143circularsand38orders. That
isachangeeverysecondday.This
is aGST that is flawed, defective
andunstable,”hesaid.
The “so-calledGST that is in

force todaywasnot theGST en-
visagedbytheUPAgovernment.
The GST conceived by the UPA
was onewith a single, low rate
acrossallgoodsandserviceswith
few exemptions,” he said. “The
GSTthatwehavetodayisacom-
plexweb ofmany rates, condi-
tions,exceptionsandexemptions
thatwill leaveevenan informed
taxpayercompletelybewildered.
Not all registereddealers are in-
formedtaxpayers;asaresult,they
areatthemercyofthetax-collec-
tor,”hesaid.
HesaidtheflawedGSThasled

to largescale destruction of the
MSMEs.Theworstconsequence,
he said, has been the complete
breakdownof trustbetweenthe
CentreandtheStates.Heargued
that theGSTCouncil is dysfunc-
tionalandstatefinanceministers,
including those of theBJP-ruled
states,areunhappy.
“Thereisnorealconsensusin

themeetingsof theGSTCouncil.
The skewed formula on voting
rightsoftheCentreandthestates
has been used by the Centre to
push throughdecisions that are
bitterlyopposedbythestatesin-
cluding, privately, by BJP-ruled
states.Theholdingbackofthear-
rears of compensation cess and
the excessive resort to cesses
(ratherthanshareabletaxes)has
increasedthechasmbetweenthe
twosides,”hesaid.

Satinder Lambah
officerofthe1964batch,Lambah
hadearlierservedasdeputyhigh
commissionerandhighcommis-
sioner to Pakistan, andwas also
joint secretary at the Pakistan-
Afghanistan-Irandivision at the
Ministry of External Affairs.
Colleaguesrecallhimasaself-ef-
facing but skilled diplomat. His
lastpostingbeforeheretiredwas
as ambassador toMoscow from
1998to2001.
Lambah was born in pre-

Partition Peshawar, as was his
wifeNilima, andduringhis two
tours of duty in that country, he
built a formidable range of con-
tacts amongPakistan's political
andsocialelitesthathemobilised
forfurtheringbilateralties.
He had happened to meet

NawazSharifinthe1980s,during
his first posting to Pakistan,
through a mutual friend. The
young Sharif, who was then
working in the family steel busi-
ness andwas nursing political
ambitions,waswaitingtoreceive
Lambahat Lahore airportwhen
he flew in from Islamabad. The
two drove back to the city in
Sharif'sredsportscar.
When Lambah returned to

Islamabad as India's high com-
missioner, a day after he pre-
sentedhis credentials, Sharif, by
then PrimeMinister, hosted a
grandlunchinhishonour,anun-
precedented welcome for an
IndiandiplomatinPakistan.
At the endof his term there,

hewasgivenasimilarfarewellby
Benazir Bhutto, who had suc-
ceededSharif as PrimeMinister.
Against theadviceof theForeign
Office at the time, she hosted a
lunchreceptiontobidhimgood-
bye.“Hewasadoyenofoldschool
diplomacy,whichwasaboutpeo-
ple, personal contacts and face-
to-face interactions, andhewas
completelycharming,”saidacol-
league in the Indian Foreign
Service.AmitabhMattoo,profes-
sor at JNU's School of
International Studies, describes
him“asthebestforeignsecretary
thatIndianeverhad”.
Lambah's role as Vajpayee's

back-channel negotiator with
Musharrafsawrelationsbetween
thetwocountriesimprovegreatly
from2004 to 2008. A ceasefire
was already inplace from2003.
By2006,IndiaandPakistanwere
said to be close to an accord on
Kashmir throughthebackchan-
nel. And by early 2007, the two
sideswere reported to have ex-
changed a “white paper” detail-
ing the terms, though Lambah
himselfneverspokeaboutthis.

Musharraf's decline after his
ill-judged decision to sack the
chief justice inMarch 2007put
the agreement onhold, Lambah
has said in interviews. The bus
servicesacross theLoCtoenable
interactionbetweenthetwosides
of J&Kaswell ascross-LoCtrade,
implemented during this time,
appear to have beenpart of the
proposedresolution.
After the 2008Mumbai at-

tacks,thebackchannelsputtered
onuntil2014withPakistan’sflip-
flopson tracing andprosecuting
theMumbaiperpetratorsensur-
ing a virtual halt to the bilateral
engagement. At one point, the
post-Musharraf PPP-led civilian
governmentdeniedtheexistence
of the“whitepaper”.
Lambahmaintained in inter-

viewsaslateas2015thatthefor-
mula that he andAziz had pre-
paredhadtheconcurrenceofthe
leadershiponboth sides.Hede-
scribeditasa“win-win”forboth
countries and said it could serve
asabasisforanyfutureresolution
of theKashmirissue.
In a speech at Jadavpur

University in Kolkata in
September2018, Lambah said it
wasunlikelythatPakistanwould
changefundamentally in itsatti-
tudestowardsIndia,but,inorder
to be an effective regional or
globalplayer, itwas in India's in-
terests to ensure good relations
withneighbours.
Forthis,hesaidengagement-

-differentfromdialogue–hadto
bemaintained. He also pointed
outthatbilateralissuesshouldnot
becomeanissueofdomesticelec-
toral politics. Hewas a votary of
anunrestrictedvisaregimetoen-
able asmany Pakistanis to visit
India,arguingthattheywerethe
best ambassadors of India in
Pakistan. He also believed that
Indiahad to set its ownhouse in
order inJ&Ktopreventoutsiders
fromfishingintroubledwaters.
During the back-channel

years,Lambahensuredcomplete
secrecyabouthismission,though
hewaspursuedbynewshounds.
Eveninlateryears,hewouldonly
talkaboutitingeneralterms,and
was careful not to give out too
muchdetail.
“Hewasverydiscreetinterms

ofwhat he sharedof his assess-
mentsandconclusions.Assome-
one who was deeply engaged
with Pakistan as thedesignated
back-channel contact, he re-
mainedinscrutabletooutsiders,”
saidTCARaghavan,whoserved
asdeputyhigh commissioner in
Islamabadduringthoseyears,and
was later high commissioner to
Pakistan.
Whenthisreporterwasgoing

toPakistanonalong-termassign-
mentasaforeigncorrespondent,
he advised: “Youwill be one of
only two Indians (at the time
thereweretwoIndianjournalists
basedinPakistan)whocanwrite
whattheyseeandhearforothers
to read.Write lots, write about
everything.Wediplomatswrite
too,butthat’sforthefiles.”
Whilehisbiggestcontribution

was India's diplomacy with
Pakistan andAfghanistan, he is
also remembered for laying the
foundation of India's robust en-
gagementwithSiliconValley,dur-
inghisyearsasconsulgeneral in
SanFrancisco in theearly 1990s.
HealsomobilisedNRIsontheUS
WestCoasttocontributetowards
settingup the first India Studies
chair at Berkeley,which, due to
themassive response, became
two chairs. Hehas given a fasci-
nating account of this in the
Indian Foreign Affairs Journal's
OralHistoryProject.
Few now remember that

while he was ambassador to
Germany, Lambahalso initiated
the first contact between the
Indian government andNetaji
SubhashChandraBose's daugh-
ter in Germany, Anita Pfaff, for
permissiontobringbackthefree-
dom fighter's ashes from the
Renkoji temple in Tokyo,where
theyarepreserved.ThenExternal
Affairs Minister Pranab
MukherjeemetPfaffduringavisit
toGermanyin2012.
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(Established by the Govt. of NCT Delhi)

Admission process for Academic Year 2022-23 for postgraduate programmes of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University Delhi

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University Delhi, a State University established by the Government of NCT of Delhi informs applicants seeking admission to various
postgraduate programmes under different Schools of Studies in Kashmere Gate Campus, Karampura Campus, Lodhi Road Campus and Qutab Institutional
Area for the Academic year 2022-23 that the admission process has started for Academic Year 2022-23 for postgraduate programmes of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
University Delhi. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University Delhi has joined the Common University Entrance Test [CUET (PG)-2022] to be conducted by NTA. The
CUET (PG) will provide a single window opportunity to students to seek admission. In this regard, the National Testing Agency has been entrusted with the
responsibility of conducting the postgraduate entrance tests for the academic session 2022-23.

All candidates who are willing to study at Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University Delhi have to register for Common University Entrance Test (CUET (PG) 2022) at
https://cuet.nta.nic.in/ before 04.07.2022 (5 PM).

The list of PG programmes, eligibility criteria and other details are available on university website and are as follows:

Sr.
No.

Programme (Subject) Degree Eligibility Criteria

1 Development Studies M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

2 Education M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelors/Master’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent
grade from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ ST/PwBD/D-OBC(NCL)/Defence/KM)

3 Education (Early
Childhood Care &
Education)

M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelors/Master’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent
grade from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ ST/PwBD/D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

4 Global Studies M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

5 Urban Studies M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

6 Master of Public Health MPH Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

7 Archaeology Heritage
Management

M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognized university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/D-OBC(NCL)/Defence/KM).

8 Conservation
Preservation and
Heritage Management

M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognized university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/D-OBC(NCL)/Defence/KM).

9 Gender Studies M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

10 Psychology M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

11 Law, Politics and
Society

M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

12 Hindi M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

13 English M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

14 Economics M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

15 History M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

16 Sociology M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

17 Tourism & Hospitality
Management

M.Voc. Any graduate degree holder with minimum 50% marks from any recognised university (Relaxation of 5%
marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM)

OR
Graduates with NSQF Level 7 certification in Tourism and Hospitality

18 Master of Business
Administration
in Innovation
Entrepreneurship and
Venture Development

M.B.A.
(IEVD)

Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 50% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC(NCL)/Defence/KM).

19 Environment and
Development

M.A. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with minimum 45% marks or equivalent grade
from a recognised university (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/ D-OBC (NCL)/Defence/KM).

20 Social Design M.Des Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree in any discipline (3 year) or a 4-year, full time graduate degree/
diploma in design from any university or institute recognised by law in India with minimum 45% marks or
equivalent grade (Relaxation of 5% marks for SC/ST/PwBD/D- OBC(NCL)/ Defence/KM). Individuals with
additional qualifications and work experience are also encouraged to apply. In case the degree/certificate has
been obtained from a university/ board of any country other than India, an equivalence certificate must be
obtained by the candidate from the Association of Indian Universities (AIU), New Delhi, at the time of document
verification for seeking admission.

Applicants shall be admitted to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University Delhi on the basis of eligibility criterion detailed above in the table against each programme. The
applicants are expected to fill in AUD applications from the “Admission” page of the University, in addition to applying through the CUET (PG) page of NTA.

Candidates are advised to visit University (www.aud.ac.in) and CUET (PG) (https://cuet.nta.nic.in/) website regularly for upcoming updates.

Registrar

Directorate of Higher Education, Govt. of NCT of DelhiDIP/Shabdarth/D/0048/22-23

NOTIFICATION
No.F.16 (152-9)-SE/STAT/2022 Dated 28th June, 2022.
Applications are invited from candidates for engagement of consultant for the
following positions on temporary contract basis for the period of 12(twelve) months
in Directorate of Secondary Education (School Education Department), Govt. of
Tripura in connection with Externally aided Project to be funded by World Bank
namely "Tripura Rural Economic Growth and Service Delivery Project
(TRESP)”.

2. Application should be submitted in a single PDF file through email only and no
other means. The Email-ID for submission of application is
tresp.education@gmail.com.The subject of the mail should be written as
"Application for consultant".

3. Last date of submission of application is 19th July , 2022. Application received
after due date will not be entertained.

4. The common application form may be downloaded from the website of School
Education Department. Gov!,. of Tripura.

5. The details including Job descriptions and terms and conditions may be seen and
downloaded from the website https://schooleducation.tripura.gov.in.

Sd/-
(Chandni Chandran, IAS)

Director,
Secondary Education

Govt. of Tripura
ICA/D/482/22

item No Name of Position Number of Post
1 Senior Education Specialist(Lead) 01
2 Specialist on Foundational Learning 01
3 Specialist on Vocational Education 01
4 Specialist of Teacher Training 01

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ISSUING NOTICE to the Delhi
Policeinapetitionchallenginga
trial court order that sent Alt
News co-founderMohammed
Zubair to four-day police re-
mand, the Delhi High Court
Friday asked them to file a
counter affidavit in twoweeks
and a rejoinder, if any, a week
thereafter. The court will hear
thematteron July27.
Zubairwas arrested on June

25 on the charge of hurting reli-
gious sentiments following a
complaint over a 2018 tweet
madeby an anonymous Twitter
userwhohadtaggedDelhiPolice.
JusticeSanjeevNarulapassed

theorderFridayaskingthechief
metropolitanmagistrate to ex-
amine thematerial collectedby
the investigating agencywhen
Zubairwillbeproducedincourt
onSaturdaywithoutbeingprej-
udicedbytheHighCourt’sorder.
Zubair’s lawyer Vrinda

Groverhadmoved theapplica-
tion arguing that the remand
order passed by a chief metro-
politan magistrate’s court
granting custody remand had
allowed police to invade her
client’s rights. “It’s placing a
dagger into my (Zubair’s) pri-
vacy,”Grover said.
Grover told the court that

Zubair’s arrest was in violation
of theSupremeCourtguidelines
in the Arnesh Kumar judgment
(that arrest shouldbeanexcep-

tion in cases involving less than
sevenyearsofpunishment).She
toldthecourtthatthepolicehad
“quickly changed a provision in
the FIR” and that the com-
plainant’s Twitter account
pulled out a tweet from2018 to
createmischief.
“This (Twitter user)

HanumanBhakt joined in2021.
This is the first tweet. Till June
2022, this handle did not tweet
at all. This Twitter handle pulls
out(Zubair’stweetfrom)March
2018, perhaps with intent to
mischief, Iwonderwhy there is
no enquiry. Till then, it had one
follower,”Grover told thecourt.
Grover also questioned

whetheracaseof thisnaturere-
quiredtheseizureofherclient’s
laptopandmobilephone.“There
is personal liberty at stake. The
questionisdoesacaseofthisna-
turewarrantremand?Couldmy

laptopandmobilebedirectedto
be seized? Our issue iswith re-
specttoseizureofelectronicde-
vices. This has now become a
pattern,”Grover submitted.
Grover told the court that

the tweet was made from a
mobile phonewhich was now
lost but policewere going after
his laptop.
“The tweet shows it is from

phone. They are asking for lap-
top. I ama journalist. Please see
what the Supreme Court has
said in thePegasus case.Myold
phone is lost, despite that my
presentphonehasbeenseized,”
Grover submitted.
SolicitorGeneral(SG)Tushar

Mehta, appearing for Delhi
Police, said he did not under-
stand why there was anxiety
abouttheseizureofalaptop.“So
far as laptop is concerned, I do
notunderstandwhatistheanx-
iety,”hesaid.
“Itismyrighttoprivacy.Iwill

notgrantaccesstomydevicesto
the State. It is provocative,”
Grover responded.
Mehtamaintained that po-

licewerenotactinginapartisan
manner. “FIRisonlyinitiationof
proceedings. Investigating au-
thoritieswill investigateandsee
if there is any serious offence,”
heargued.
WhenthecourtaskedMehta

ifpolicewouldbeaskingforfur-
therremand,hesaid,“Wedonot
knowwhatwill be the status of
investigationbytonight.Itwould
bepresumptuousofmetomake
anystatement in that regard.”

HIGHCOURT ISSUESNOTICETODELHIPOLICE

Zubairwastakento
BengaluruonThursdaybya
DelhiPolice teamtorecover
hiselectronicdevices. PTI

Why anxiety about seizure of laptop:
Solicitor General says in Zubair case

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

DAYS AFTER Alt News co-
founderMohammedZubairwas
arrested on charges of allegedly
hurtingreligioussentimentsover
a 2018 tweet, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has asked the
DelhiPoliceprobe teamtohand
overtheFIR,remandpapersand
his bank account-related infor-
mation so it can go through his
transactions.
On Tuesday, DCP (Cyber

Crime) KPS Malhotra had
claimed:“Wehavefoundtrans-
actions over Rs 50 lakh in
Zubair’s account. These were
made in the last threemonths.
We don’t know the source yet,
but they could be donations

from questionable organisa-
tions...”
Alt News co-founder Pratik

Sinha denied the police claim
andsaidtheywerelinkingdona-
tionsreceivedbythefact-check-
ingwebsite to Zubair.His coun-
sel alsodenied theallegations.
An ED source said theywill

“go through the transactions in
his account to check if the
money was laundered. If we
find evidence, wewill lodge an
Enforcement Case Information
Report of prevention of money
laundering and initiate investi-
gation.”
ZubairwasarrestedMonday

afterananonymousTwitteruser
tagged Delhi Police saying his
tweet insultedaHindugod,and
was sent to four-daypolice cus-
todybyacourt.

ED asks cops for details
of Zubair’s bank accounts

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

DELHI POLICE Friday said they
had recorded suspended BJP
spokespersonNupur Sharma’s
statement lastweek. The state-
ment was recorded by Intelli-
gence Fusion&StrategicOpera-
tionsCell.Police’sstatementcame
hoursaftertheSupremeCourtre-

bukedSharmaforherremarkson
the Prophet. “On June 8, an FIR
was registered against Nupur
Sharmaunder IPC sections 153/
153A/153B/295AataSpecialCell
policestation.OnJune18,anotice
under Section 41A CrPC was
served to her. She joined the in-
vestigationandherstatementwas
recordedthesamedayasperlaw,”
saidDCP(IFSO)KPSMalhotra.
At the time of filing the FIR,

DCPMalhotrahadsaid:“Wehave
lodgedanFIRforallegedlyspread-
ing messages of hate, inciting
various groups and creating
situationsdetrimentaltomainte-
nanceofpublictranquility.”
Followingherremarksonthe

ProphetduringaTVdebate that
triggered protests across the
country and drew sharp reac-
tions frommanyGulf countries,
theBJPhadsuspendedSharma.

Nupur Sharma was issued notice
on June 18, questioned: Delhi Police

New Delhi



EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE DELHI government on
Friday approved a project to lay
sewer lines in four villages and
36unauthorisedcolonies,oneof
the poll promises of the Aam
AadmiParty(AAP)government.
According to officials, areas

including Bijwasan, Najafgarh,
Shikarpur,Burari,SangamVihar
which currently have poor
drainagesystemswillgetproper
sewer systems thatwill benefit
around3 lakhpeople.
“Currently, sewage from

theseareas isdischarged into lo-
cal ponds, septic tanks, and
stormwater drains, which later
goes indirectly into theYamuna.
In such a situation, 8.25million
gallonsperdayof sewagereach-
ing theYamunawill be treated,”
saidDeputy CMManish Sisodia
after approving the project dur-
ingtheDelhi JalBoardmeeting.
Asewerlineof26.5kminsix

unauthorised colonies of
Bijaswan,an82.79kmsewerline
network in Najafgarh, 17.25 km
inShikarpur,35kmsewerlinein
12 unauthorised colonies of
Deoli and SangamVihar, and a
24 km sewer line in Burari will
be laid under this project esti-

mated tocostRs1,855crore.
The government has also

planned to upgrade six sewage
treatment plants (STPs) across
thecityandRs1,367.5crorewas
allocated for it. Besides, several
other projects and decisions
were takenduring themeeting,
aimedtoreducewaterpollution
andclean theYamuna.
Officialsaddedthatlakeswill

alsobedevelopednearOkhlaSTP
to recharge groundwater level.
The STPs thatwill be upgraded
under this project are Kondli,
CoronationPark, Rohini, Pappan
KalanLake,Narela,andNilothi.
Sisodia said these STPs will

bemadewiththelatesttechnol-
ogytocomplywithbiochemical
oxygendemand(BOD)andtotal
suspended solids (TSS) effluent
standardsof 10mg/litre.
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L-G nod to
making 128
temporary
medical posts
permanent

New assessment norms
to focus on questions
that test competency

4 villages to get sewer
lines, 3 lakh people to
benefit, says Sisodia

MONTHAFTERRAID

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
Friday arrested two business-
men in connection with its al-
legedmoney laundering probe
againstDelhigovernmentminis-
ter Satyendar Jain. Vaibhav Jain
and Ankush Jainwere arrested
after being called for question-
ing by the agency. The federal
probeagencyhadraidedthetwo
lastmonth as part of this inves-
tigation.
Satyendar Jain, 57, was ar-

rested by the Enforcement
DirectorateonMay30underthe
criminal sections of the PMLA
(Prevention of Money
LaunderingAct)andisinjudicial
custodyatpresent.
The ED case is based on a

2017disproportionateassetsFIR
of theCBIagainst Jainunder the
Prevention of Corruption Act,

wherehewasaccusedofhaving
launderedmoney through four
companies allegedly associated
withhim.
In April, the ED had provi-

sionally attached immovable
properties worth Rs 4.81 crore
belonging to these companies,
apart fromonemorecompany-
Akinchan Developers Pvt Ltd,
IndoMetalImpexPvtLtd,Paryas
Infosolutions Pvt Ltd,
Mangalayatan Projects Pvt Ltd,
and J J IdealEstatePvtLtd.
It had also called Jain for

questioning, after having ques-
tionedhimonce in2018.
Apartfromthepropertiesre-

lated to the above companies,
properties belonging to Swati
Jain,SushilaJain,AjitPrasadJain
and Indu Jainwere attached in
the case related to alleged dis-
proportionateassets.
At the time of the attach-

ment of the properties, the ED
had alleged: "Investigation re-

vealed that during the period
2015-16, when Satyendar
KumarJainwasapublicservant,
the above-mentioned compa-
nies beneficially owned and
controlled by him received ac-

commodation entries to the
tune of Rs 4.81 crore from shell
companies against cash trans-
ferred to Kolkata-based entry
operatorsthroughhawalaroute.
Theseamountswereutilisedfor
directpurchaseof landorforthe
repayment of loan taken for
purchase of agricultural land in
andaroundDelhi."
TheCBIhadalleged that Jain

could not explain the source of
the funds received by the four
companies in which he was a
shareholder. ItsaidRs4.63crore
was allegedly received through
Prayas Info Solutions, Akinchan
Developers, Mangalayatan
Projects and Indo-Metal Impex
Pvt Limited in2015-16. Jain and
hiswifeallegedlyheldone-third
ofthesharesinthesecompanies
during the period, the CBI al-
leged.
The probe agency had

claimed that these were shell
firmsusedforparkingmoneyin

the form of investments in eq-
uity shares, in connivancewith
Kolkata-basedshell companies.
The funds were allegedly

used to purchase over 200
bighas of land in Auchandi,
Bawana,KaralaandMohammed
Mazvivillages inDelhibetween
2010 and 2016, CBI sources al-
leged.TheCBIfiledachargesheet
in the case in December 2018
whereitcalculatedJain'sdispro-
portionate assets allegedly at
217%ofhisknownsourcesof in-
come.
TheCBIhadregisteredacase

against him, his wife and four
othersonchargesof corruption.
It also questioned him in the
case.
"Thisapart,beforebecoming

apublicservant,hewasallegedly
involved in laundering Rs 11.78
crore during 2010-12 through
thesecompaniesaswellasother
firms also based in NewDelhi,"
theCBIhadalleged.

2held in ED investigation against Jain

BACK TO SCHOOL
Delhi schools reopenedaftersummervacationonFriday.PraveenKhanna

Satyendar Jainwasarrested
bytheEnforcement
DirectorateonMay30

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

IN A new set of assessment
guidelines, the Delhi govern-
ment has directed all schools in
the city to make competency-
basedquestionscountfor40%of
thequestionpapersforstudents
fromclasses III to IX.
The governmentwill also be

introducing assessment for its
Happiness, Deshbhakti and
EntrepreneurshipMindset cur-
riculaforstudentsofclassesIII to
IX, and XI this year for the first
time. However, this assessment
willnotbearanyweightageinde-
terminingwhetherstudentswill
bepromotedtothenextgrade.
In an order binding on all

schools in thecity, includingpri-
vate schools, the Directorate of
Education has stated that a
greater number of competency-
based questions or “questions
thatassesstheapplicationofcon-
ceptsinreallife/unfamiliarsitua-
tionswill be part of mid-term,
pre-board and annual examina-
tions as “the need of the hour is
that schoolsmust focusoncom-
petency-based learningwhich
will equip students to face real-
life challenges in an information
andtechnology-drivenworldand

enhancetheirinherentpotential”.
Schoolshavebeendirectedto

make such questions count for
40% of question papers for stu-
dents in classes III to IX and for
30%forclassXI.
Schools have been asked to

base 40marks of class III to VIII
students’finalresultsoninternal
assessments which they have
asked tobreak into fourcompo-
nents — periodic assessment;
multiple assessments based on
diverse techniques; creation of
portfoliosintheformofajournal
ornotebook;subjectenrichment
activities such as lab activities
andprojectwork.Whileinternal
assessmentmarks for students
of class IXwill vary for different
subjects, they are also based on
thesefourcomponents.
Schools have been directed

to comply with these instruc-
tionsandhavebeentoldthat“no
dilutionofthecriteriaprescribed
ispermissibleunderanycircum-
stances”. Ingovernmentschools,
students of classes III to VIIIwill
now also be assessed on the
Happiness andDeshbhakti cur-
ricula, and students of classes IX
andXI on the Entrepreneurship
Mindset andDeshbhakti curric-
ula. However, this assessment
will not count towards the pro-
motionof students.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

AHEAD OF National Doctors’
Day, Delhi LieutenantGovernor
VKSaxenasaidremovingadho-
cismandprofessionalinsecurity
for doctors would be a fitting
tribute to them. Hewas speak-
ingonThursdayafterapproving
theconversionof128temporary
posts formedical professionals
inDelhigovernmenthospitalsto
permanentones.
This will allow permanent

staffing on 76 posts at Dr Baba
Saheb Ambedkar Medical
College in Rohini, 40 posts at
Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital in
Dilshad Garden, nine posts at
Maulana AzadMedical College
nearDelhiGate, and threeposts
atLalBahadurShastriHospitalat
Khichripur. Some of these posts
hadbeenlyingvacantsince2011
or2012,withpeoplebeinghired
on and off on an ad hoc basis.
These posts include assistant
professoroforthopaedics,senior
residents inradiology, surgeons,
dentalsurgeons, juniorresident,
staffnurse,clinicalinstructorand
radiographers,amongothers.
Since the newL-G took over,

he has approved 918 newposts
under various categories for the
newly opened Indira Gandhi
HospitalatDwarka.WiththeL-G
responsible for personnel in
Delhi, tussleswith the govern-
ment have led to delays in ap-
pointmentsandcreationofposts
over the years. Saxena has in-
structed officials to quickly
processthefillingofallvacancies
and upgradation that have re-
mainedundulypendingforyears.
AAP’s Durgesh Pathak, the

newly electedMLA of Rajinder
Nagar, visited Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital on the occasion of
NationalDoctors’Day,celebrated
on July 1 tomark the birth and
deathanniversaryofIndianphysi-
cian Dr B C Roy. He lauded the
servicesprovidedbythehospital
and saidhewill takeuppending
work forwidening theentryand
exit roads of the hospital and
widening of the Sir Ganga Ram
HospitalMarg.HeassuredDrDS
Rana, chairmanof thehospital’s
board ofmanagement, that the
compost plant in the vicinity of
thehospitalwouldbeshifted.

DeputyCMManishSisodia

Single-use
plasticban
penaltieswill
kickinafter
July10:Rai
NewDelhi: Asthenation-
widebanon19single-use
plastic items kicked in
Friday,DelhiEnvironment
Minister Gopal Rai said
penaltiesforviolatingthe
banwillbe imposedonly
after July 10. Till then, he
added, teamswill be on
groundandwarningswill
be issued to those found
violating the ban. The
penalty for violating
the ban is as per provi-
sionsof theEnvironment
ProtectionAct,1986.“This
canbea fineof up toRs1
lakhoruptofiveyearsim-
prisonment,”Rai said.

Spotsthatsee
maxviolations
fordrivingon
wrongside
identified
Gurgaon: Traffic police
haveidentifiedover38lo-
cationswheremaximum
violations forwrong-side
drivingoccur inGurgaon.
DCPTrafficRavinderSingh
Tomar said the list has
been sharedwithGMDA
forwrong-sidedrivingde-
tection,whereCCTVcam-
eras will be installed by
the authority. Police said
the locations were fi-
nalised after identifying
points from challans is-
suedforwrong-sidedriv-
ing violations and feed-
back from traffic police
androadsafetyofficers.

Transport
deptnodto
farerevision
forautos,taxis
NewDelhi:The transport
departmenthasgiven in-
principleapprovaltohike
faresofautosandtaxisby
Rs 1.50 andRs 15 respec-
tively. This will now be
placedinthenextcabinet
meeting for the finalnod,
said officials. Following
protests by auto and taxi
drivers in April against
hiked CNG prices, the
transportministerconsti-
tuteda13-memberpanel
forfarerevision.Currently,
the startingmeter rate in
autos is Rs 25whichwill
increasetoRs30,andRs11
will be charged for each
kminsteadof thecurrent
Rs 9.50. For AC taxis,me-
ter charges will climb
fromRs25toRs40andfor
non-ACtaxisfromRs14to
Rs17,saidofficials.

DUissues
warningagainst
defacementof
campuswalls
New Delhi: The DU
Proctorhasissuedanotice
on“defacement”ofwalls
ontheuniversitycampus,
statingthat“strictaction”
will be taken against
those whose names are
foundonpostersstuckon
walls. ENS

BRIEFLY

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,490 9,253
ICU BEDS 2,132 2,044

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
16,533

NOIDA
June 30 July1

Cases 79 N/A
Deaths 0 N/A
GURGAON
Cases 269 263
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 239
OXYGENSUPPORT 63
VENTILATORSUPPORT 7

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,35,687

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
June30 865 1,276 1 19,435
July1 813 1,021 3 15,339
Total 3,703* 19,05,720 26,264 3,90,83,827
*Total active cases inDelhi

GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI, JULY1

AS THE Delhi government on
Thursday(June30)endedthe20
percentrebateonthecirclerate,
therewere apprehensions that
property prices in the national
capital would go up. Buyers
would have to pay, with effect
from July 1, 2022, actual circle
ratesasper the2014guidelines.
The government is also

mullinga1%hike in stampduty
onproperty,deeds,bonds,shares
etc.Aproposalregardingthishas
beenmovedby the revenuede-
partment, official sources
said,addingthatifapproved,real
estate transactions inDelhiwill
getcostlier.
Official sources

saidahikeinstamp
duty will increase
government rev-
enue by Rs 700-
800crore.“Therev-
enue department
has moved a pro-
posal.However,the
processwill require an amend-
ment in theStampAct, andmay
take some time to come into ef-
fect,” saidsources.

What is thecirclerate?
Circle rates are minimum

pricesperunit areadetermined
by the government. A property
cannot be registered for a price
belowthecirclerateforthatarea.
Circle rates vary from state

to state, city to city, and area to
area.Circleratesarerevisedup-
wardordownfromtimetotime
depending on factors such as
demandandsupply,amenities,
profile of the neighbourhood,
etc.
InDelhi,thegovernmenthas

divided localities in categories
fromA-H, and has fixed a floor
priceforpropertiesineachcate-

gory.Affluentandposhlocalities
such as Jorbagh, Vasant Vihar,
Safdarjung Enclave etc., come
undercategoryA,whiletheleast
developed places —mostly lo-
catedinOuterDelhi—fallunder
categoryH.
In February 2021, amid the

disruptioncausedbythecoron-
aviruspandemicandlockdowns,
thegovernmentrelaxedthecir-
cle rate by 20%. As a result, the
existing circle rate of properties
incategoryAfellfromRs7.7lakh
per squaremetre to Rs 6.2 lakh
per squaremetre, and in cate-
goryH,thefloorpricewentfrom
Rs23,280toRs18,624persquare
metre.
According to a senior Delhi

government official, the end of
the rebate regime
will not affect real
estate much, and
property transac-
tions will remain
almost the same.
However, the gov-
ernment’s stamp
duty collections
will increase.

What isstampduty?
StampDuty ispayableat the

timeofregistrationofaproperty
if it is acquired by way of sale
deed/conveyance deed/gift
deed.
It is payable at the rate of 6%

(including 3%transferdutywhich
isequal to3%stampduty) of the
considerationamountorthecircle
rateof thepropertyapplicable in
thearea,whicheverishigher,ifthe
propertyisregisteredinthename
ofaman,and4%if it is registered
inthenameofawoman(includ-
ing 2% transfer duty which is
equalto2%stampduty).
If it increases,menpurchas-

ing property, shares, bonds,
deeds etc will have to pay 4%
stamp duty, while womenwill
have topay3%.

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,JULY1

TWO DAYS after members of
Bajrang Dal and Vishva Hindu
Parishad(VHP)stagedaprotest
in Gurgaon demanding strin-
gent punishment for the ac-
cused in themurder of a tailor,
Kanhaiya Lal, in Udaipur,
Gurgaon police have booked
theorganisersof therally foral-
legedly raising abusive slogans
andpromotingenmitybetween
communities.
OnWednesday, at least 80

peoplehadassembledatNehru
Parkaround5pmandmarched
towardsSadarBazarbeforedis-
persing at Harish Bakery
Chowk.Protestershadburntan
effigy of 'Islamic Jihad terror-
ism'. Inpurportedvideosof the
rally, protesters could be heard
raising provocative slogans
against theMuslimcommunity
near Jama Masjid, as well as
shouting ‘desh ke gaddaron ko,
golimaaro saalon ko’.
Police said they took suo

motucognizanceof theincident
aftervideosof the rallywentvi-
ralonsocialmedia.
"Duringthisrally/procession,

slogans were raised by using
abusive language against a par-
ticularcommunity.Takingaction
in this regard, an FIR has been
registeredagainstorganisersand
otherswhohadraisedslogansin
the rally," said Subhash Boken,
spokesperson,GurgaonPolice.
Policesaidsomepeoplewere

named in the FIR, while others
wereunknown.
Policesourcessaidtheorgan-

isers had been granted permis-
sionfortherallyonWednesday.
Sources saidsomeof theorgan-
isersweresummonedbythepo-
liceonThursdayforquestioning.
A senior police officer, re-

questing anonymity, said,
"Organisers from Bajrang Dal
andVHPhadbeengrantedper-
mission subject tomaintaining
law and order. Suomotu action
has been taken by the police in
this regard."
NishantKumarYadav,deputy

commissioner,Gurgaon,toldme-

dia persons, “This march was
takenouttwodaysagoinlightof
the incident inUdaipur.Weheld
ameetingwithrepresentativesof
all outfits and organisers before
themarch. Itwasmade clear to
everyone that themarch should
remainpeacefulandharmony is
not disturbed. The permission
hadbeengrantedonthispretext.
We received information from
police that during the march,
someprovocative sloganswere
raised. Police have registered an
FIR against the culprits. The ad-
ministrationwilltakestrictaction
against anyonewho takes law
andorderintotheirhandsandin-
dulges insuchactivities.”
Kulbhushan Bhardwaj, who

was among the people leading
the protest, had told The Indian
ExpressonWednesday, "Wede-
mand harshest punishment for
the accused. The state govern-
ment should give Rs 1 crore
compensation and a govern-
ment job to the relatives of the
victim. The case should be fast
trackedandtheprobeshouldbe
transferred to law enforcement
agencies inUP."
Bhardwaj, legal adviser of

Sanyukt Hindu Sangharsh
Samiti, was among the people
spearheading protests against
namaz in the open in Gurgaon
lastyearandwasamong26peo-
ple who were arrested on
October29,2021forattempting
todisruptnamazprayers in sec-
tor12A.Hewassuspendedfrom
BJP for anti-party activities in
2020.
Police said anFIRwas regis-

tered under IPC sections 153A
(promoting enmity between
different communities on
groundof religion, race,placeof
birth, residence, language etc
and doing acts prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony),
295A(deliberateandmalicious
act intended to outrage reli-
giousfeelingsofanyclass,byin-
sulting religious beliefs) 116
(abetment of offence punish-
able with imprisonment), 34
(common intention) and 504
(intentional insult with intent
to provoke breach of peace) at
City police station.

Bajrang Dal, VHP
members booked for
‘promoting enmity’
at Gurgaon protest

Circle rate rebate
withdrawn, stamp
duty may go up

ARNAVCHANDRASEKHAR
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ADAY after a portion of a two-
story building collapsed in
CentralDelhi’sPaharganj,several
residentswho lost their homes
saidtheyhavenoplacetostay.
OnThursday,policereceived

a PCR call at 5 pm informing
them that the front portion of
the building, located at Katra
Ram Gali near 6 Tooti Chowk,
had caved in following the rain.
Delhi Fire Services personnel

evacuated at least 30 people
whowere insideandnocasual-
tieswere reported.
Themunicipal corporation

demolished certain sections
deemed dangerous on Friday.
Amit Kumar, PRO (MCD), said:
“Theexact causeof the collapse
hasnotyetbeendeterminedyet.
Wearedemolishingapartof the
building which is imminently
dangerous.”
Suraj, a furniture store

worker who lived in the build-
ing, said he was at work at the
timeandhis10familymembers

wererescued.“Thoughthisarea
hasoldbuildings,somethinglike
thishasneverhappenedbefore...
Since the collapse, we have all
been in a desperate situation.
Nobody has contacted us offer-
ing help, be it a politician or au-
thorities.Wehavenopermanent
place tostay.”
Another resident, Shashi,

said,“Iworkasadailywagerand
havebeen living in thisbuilding
formanyyearsnow.NowIcan’t
take my family to another ac-
commodation aswedon’t have
enough money to pay more

rent.” She said her elderly
mother is currently livingat the
localmandir.
She added that all their pos-

sessions are under the rubble:
“We have been wearing the
same clothes since yesterday.
We don’t even have proper ac-
cess to foodandwater.”
Surajsaid,“Mybrother’schil-

dren can’t go to school, all their
booksandschoolnecessitiesare
inside.”
Another resident, Chanchal,

said shewas inside thebuilding
whenthecollapsetookplace.“It

waspast3pmandIwasmaking
food for my 15-year-old son,
whohadreturnedfromschool...
It was very scary... My husband
passed away five months ago,
andnowwearehomeless.”
Residents also alleged the

buildingownerdisappearedaf-
ter the incident. On Thursday,
DCP (West) Shweta Chauhan
had said, “The premises have
been barricaded. MCD has also
beenaskedtosurveythecondi-
tion of the surrounding build-
ingstoavoiduntowardincidents
in the future.”

Thefrontportionof the
buildinghadcollapsed

30 PEOPLE RESCUED

Paharganj collapse: Have no place to stay, say building residents

New Delhi
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With profound grief and sorrow, we inform you of

the sad demise of our beloved father

Mr. Bhanu Prakash on 1st July 2022

Residence: 80/40 B, First Floor, Malviya Nagar,

Opposite Ganpati Apartment,

New Delhi - 110017

Cremation at Green Park Cremation Ground

@ 2 PM on 2nd July 2022.

Remembered by:
VIJAYALAKSHMI (Wife)

RANJITH (Son)
NISHA (Daughter)

SATISH (Son in Law)
RADHIKA (Daughter in Law)

ASHA (Niece)
VISHNU, KEERTHANA & RIYAN

(Grand Children)
And all family members

OBITUARY

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JULY1

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
andRussian President Vladimir
Putin discussed the situation in
Ukraineinatelephoneconversa-
tion— their fourth such interac-
tion since Russia's invasion of
Ukraine on February 24. During
theconversation,Modireiterated
NewDelhi'spositioncallingfordi-
alogueanddiplomacy.
The Kremlin, the Russian

President’s office, said Putin
briefedModi on the “dangerous
andprovocativenatureoftheline
of the Kyiv regime and its
Western patrons aimed at esca-
latingthecrisisanddisruptingef-
forts to resolve it politically and
diplomatically”.
The two leaders previously

spoke on February 24,March 2
and March 7, when several
Indian citizens, themajority of
them being students, were still
stuck inUkraine.
AstatementbytheMinistryof

External Affairs said: “The two
leadersreviewedtheimplemen-
tationof thedecisionstakendur-
ingPresidentPutin'svisittoIndia

inDecember 2021. In particular,
theyexchangedideasonhowbi-
lateraltradeinagriculturalgoods,
fertilizers andpharmaproducts
couldbeencouragedfurther.”
“The leaders also discussed

global issues, including the state
of the international energy and
foodmarkets,”theministrysaid.
“Inthecontextoftheongoing

situation in Ukraine, the Prime
Minister reiterated India's long-
standingpositioninfavourofdia-
logue anddiplomacy,” theMEA
statement said, adding that the
leadersagreedtomaintain regu-
larconsultationsonglobalandbi-
lateral issues.
About the leaders' conversa-

tion on the global foodmarkets,
the Kremlin said: “The current

state of affairs in the global food
market was touched upon as
well...”
TheKremlin’s statement said

that the phone call was agreed
duringtheBRICSsummitonJune
23-24. Itsaidthattheleadersdis-
cussed “indetail topical issuesof

theRussian-Indianrelations,pay-
ingspecialattentiontothefurther
developmentofmutuallybenefi-
cialtiesintheeconomicsphere”.
“A significant increase in the

volume of bilateral trade... was
notedwith satisfaction. Theyex-
pressedmutual intention for the
comprehensive strengtheningof
thespecialandprivilegedstrategic
partnershipbetweenRussia and
India,” theKremlin said, adding
that Putin andModi agreed to
continuepersonalcontactsaswell
asinteractionatotherlevels.
Russia has emergedas ama-

jor oil supplier to India.While
IndiahasnotcriticisedRussiaover
itsinvasionofUkraine,ithascon-
demned the killings in Bucha—
theUkrainian citywhere several
civilianswere reported to have
been killed byRussian troops—
andhascalledforaninternational
investigationintoit,whichisper-
ceived as New Delhi moving
closertotheUS-ledWest.
However, India has always

triedtomaintainadiplomaticbal-
ance between the US-ledwest
andRussiaastheconflictunfolded
overthelastfourmonths.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

PMNarendraModi;Russian
President Vladimir Putin

INDIAHAS tried tomain-
tain a diplomatic balance
between the West and
RussiaastheUkrainecon-
flictunfoldedoverthelast
four months. New Delhi
has condemned the re-
portedkillingsbyRussina
troops of civilians in
Ukraine's Bucha, and has
called for an inquiry into
it. But at the same time, it
hasnotjoinedinthesanc-
tions imposed on Russia
by theWest and has not
criticisedRussiaforthein-
vasionofUkraine.

India’s
balancing
actE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

PMspeaks to Putin, reiterates
call for Ukraine diplomacy

NAVJEEVANGOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JULY1

THEFORMERPunjabchiefmin-
ister Capt Amarinder Singh is
likely to merge his Punjab Lok
Congress (PLC) with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
thecomingdaysuponhisreturn
from London, where the 80-
year-old leader has been recu-
peratingnowfollowinga spinal
surgery.
A former Congress veteran,

Amarinder resigned from the
membership of the grand old
partyinearlyNovemberlastyear
one-and-half months after he
was unceremoniously replaced
with Charanjit Singh Channi as
the CMby the Congress leader-
shipinthewakeofhisprotracted
tusslewith the then state party
chiefNavjotSinghSidhu.
After quitting the Congress,

Amarinder had floated the PLC
intherun-uptotheFebruary20
Punjab Assembly elections. It
contested the polls in alliance
with the BJP and the SAD
(Sanyukt).Aspertheirseat-shar-
ing arrangement, the BJP con-
testedon65seats, thePLCon37
(with a number of candidates
preferring to contest on the BJP
symbol) and the SAD (Sanyukt)
on15seats.
AllPLCcandidates lostbadly

in the polls, with Amarinder
himself losing from Patiala, his
bastion.TheBJPmanagedtowin
two seats, while the SAD
(Sanyukt), led by former Rajya
Sabhamember Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa, drawing a blank. The
AamAadmi Party (AAP) swept
the elections, in which the
Congresswasdecimated.
Capt Amarinder has been in

thepoliticalwildernesssincethe
Punjabelections.
On the buzz about the PLC's

upcomingmergerwith the BJP,
Amarinder’s political secretary
Major Amardeep, speaking to
The IndianExpress fromLondon,
said, “Let’swait andwatch.”
Prime Minister Narendra

Modihadcalledtoinquireabout
Amarinder's health on June 27

followinghissurgery.“Itwasjust
a call to inquire about thewell-
beingof CaptainSahib,”hesaid.
The BJP national executive

member, Harjit Grewal, how-
ever, asserted that the PLC's
merger with the BJP had been
decidedbeforeAmarinderwent
toLondonandthatitwillbefor-
mally announced once he re-
turns to thecountry.
“Before leaving for London

(for treatment), he (Amarinder)
hadalreadyconveyedthathewill
mergePLCwiththeBJP.Wehave
common ideology of national-
ism.Heisveryclosetoourideol-
ogy.We are also committed to
nationalism and he also batted
fornationalism,”Grewalsaid.
Asked when this merger

wouldtakeplace,Grewalsaid,“It
depends on when Capt
Amarinder Singh returns. The
surgery has been conducted at
three points on his spine and it
will dependwhenhe can travel
this longdistance.Themergeris
already on the cards”, adding
that “with thismerger, BJPwill
get strengthened at the grass-
roots level”.
When pointed out that the

PLCcouldnotgetmuchtraction
during the Punjabpolls, Grewal
said it was because “there was
anti-incumbency against four-
and-a-half years rule of
AmarinderSinghastheCM”.He
also said: “BJP is strengthening
itself forcommunalharmonyin
PunjabandtoensurethatPunjab
remains connected with na-
tionalmainstream.So,all joining
BJP intheseeffortsarewelcome
to join theparty.”

Pushed to margins,
Capt Amarinder
likely to merge
his party with BJP

FormerPunjabchiefminister
CaptAmarinderSingh

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY1

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
MamataBanerjeeonFridaysaid
that Droupadi Murmu, the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) nominee for the
Presidential polls, could have
beenaconsensuscandidatehad
the BJP consulted her nomina-
tionwiththeOppositionparties.
Speaking to mediapersons

duringaRathYatraprogramme
inKolkata,BanerjeesaidMurmu
has a better chance of winning
thePresidential election.
“The BJP had asked for our

suggestion(onPresidentialcan-
didate) but they did not tell us
about their nominee. Had we
known they were planning to
field a tribalwomanor amem-
ber of a minority community,
wecouldhave thoughtabout it
[consensus].We have great re-
spect forpeople fromthe tribal
communitiesandforwomen. It
(consensus) happened during
the candidature of APJ Abdul
Kalam,” said Banerjee.
“Droupadi Murmu has bet-

terchances(towinpresidential
polls) because of the
Maharashtra development. If
the BJP had asked for our sug-
gestion before announcing the
name of Murmu, we too could

have considered it."
The CMstressed that a con-

sensuscandidate isalwaysbet-
ter for the country, adding that
shewillgobythedecisionof the
Oppositionparties.
“We have 16-17 parties in

our alliance. I cannot back out
unilaterally. There are others
too.Wewill go bywhat has al-
ready been decided. Yashwant
Sinha ji has already filed his
nominationpapers.Wewantto
see a healthy election,” said
Banerjee.
Yashwant Sinha, who re-

signed from Banerjee’s
Trinamool Congress (TMC), is
thecandidateof theOpposition
parties for the polls scheduled
on July 18. Murmu, a tribal
leaderof thesaffronparty from
Odisha and former Jharkhand
Governor, is the NDA's nomi-
nee.
BJP national vice-president

Dilip Ghosh said, "Banerjee is
saying all this because she
knows that the defeat of the
Opposition candidate is in-
evitable. She has been looking
for publicity through this elec-
tion. The BJP announced
Murmu’s name after the
Opposition fielded Sinha. She
was even absent when Sinha
filedhisnomination.Shegotthe
publicity and now she is aban-
doning Sinha tohis fate."

‘Murmu could’ve been
consensus candidate
if NDA consulted Opp’

WestBengalCMMamataBanerjee inaugurates ISKCONRath
Yatra inKolkataonFriday. ParthaPaul

New Delhi: Prime Minister
NarendraModionFridaycongrat-
ulatedYairLapidforassumingthe
premiershipof Israel andsaidhe
looksforwardtofurtheringthebi-
lateralstrategicpartnershipasthe
twocountries celebrate30years
of fulldiplomaticrelations.Lapid
reciprocatedbysayingthatIndiais
an “important partner” and a
“close friend of Israel”, and he
looksforwardtoworkingtogether
todeepenthisfriendship.
Israel's Parliament voted

Thursday to dissolve itself and
send the country to polls in
Novemberforthefifthtimeinless
thanfouryears.Lapid,Israel'sfor-
eignminister, became caretaker
PMaftermidnightonFriday.
“Warmwishes andheartiest

congratulationstoHisExcellency
@yairlapid forassuming thepre-
miershipof Israel. I look forward
tocontinuefurtheringourstrate-
gicpartnershipaswecelebrate30
yearsoffulldiplomaticrelations,”
hetweeted. ENS

PM congratulates Lapid for
assuming Israeli premiership

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

MESSAGE, ON SCREEN
MINORITYAFFAIRSMinisterMukhtarAbbasNaqvihadanun-
usual assignment on Friday – gracing the 5th Global Film
TourismConclave inMumbai.Butevenwhileaddressingthe
filmconclave,theministermadesurenottoforgethisgovern-
ment’sline.Hetoldtheaudiencethat“thetorrentof filmscan
hithardon terrorism”andthat Indianand foreign filmshave
playedasignificantrolein“givingmeaningfulmessageagainst
themenaceofterrorism,violence,radicalism’’.Naqvisaidthe
Modigovernmenthas taken severalmeasures tomake India
afavouritefilmingdestination,includingprovidingfinancialin-
centivesandother facilities topromoteproductionof foreign
movies in India.

THE CANDIDATE
WEST BENGAL Chief MinisterMamata Banerjee, one of the
driving forces behind the Opposition's decision to field
Yashwant Sinha as Presidential candidate, appears to have
readthewritingonthewall.OnFriday,speakingtoreporters
inKolkata, shesaid,hadtheBJPbeenmoretransparent in its
choiceofDroupadiMurmu,theOppositionpartiescouldhave
taken a collective call onnot forcing a contest. Bynow, even
JD(S) have extended support to theNDAcandidateMurmu.
ShiromaniAkaliDal,whichwasalsoinvitedtotheOpposition
meeting, has alsobackedMurmu.However, AAP,whichhas
10 Rajya Sabhamembers, remains non-committal, despite
NCP supremoSharad Pawar announcing thatDelhi CMand
AAPnationalconvenorArvindKejriwalhaspromisedtosup-
portSinha's candidature.

LAST DAY IN OFFICE
TWO INDIAN diplomats, both accomplished in their own
ways,retiredonFriday–IndianenvoyinCanadaAjayBisaria
andIndianenvoyinNewYorkTSTirumurti.WhileIndianen-
voy inThimphuRuchiraKambojwill becomethe Indianen-
voyattheUNinNewYork, thepositioninCanadaisyettobe
filledup.Bisariawasoneof the topdiplomatswhowasaide
to formerPMAtalBihariVajpayee.

DAYAFTERNEWSTATEGOVT’SDECISIONONAAREY

VALLABHOZARKAR
&YOGESHNAIK
MUMBAI, JULY1

IN THE first war of words be-
tween Uddhav Thackeray and
DevendraFadnavisafter thelat-
ter wasmade the deputy Chief
Minister, the former CM on
Fridayopposedthemovetoshift
the Mumbai Metro-3 carshed
back to Aarey, asking the new
state government “not to play
with the environment and
Mumbai”,evenastheBJPleader
insistedthatAareywastheright
place for theproject.
A day after hewasmade the

deputyCMandrebelSenaleader
Eknath Shinde theCM, Fadnavis
overturned the decision of the
MVA to shift the carshed to
Kanjurmarg, calling it awrong
move on the previous govern-
ment’s part. Theurbandevelop-
ment (UD)departmentwillnow
prepare the proposal for the
carshedatAareyColonyandbring
itbeforethenextcabinetmeet.
Speaking to themedia after

steppingdownasCM,Thackeray
said, “I am sad because of the
moveonAarey car shed.Donot
harmMumbaiandMumbaikars
justbecauseyouareangrywith
me. Hurtme, notMumbaikars.
The Aarey plot is important for
the environment…Don't proj-
ectangeronMumbaikars.”
Headded,“Considerthepro-

posalofhavingMetro-3carshed
at Kanjurmarg. I am requesting
with folded hands, don’t insist
onmakingthecarshedatAarey.”
Forhis part, Fadnavis said, “A

lot of work onMetro-3 is com-
pletedbutunlesscarshedworkis
done, theMetro cannot run. The
plot where the earlier govern-
menthadproposed the carshed
(inKanjurmarg)isadisputedone
andevenaftergettingthecarshed
now, theworkwill take at least
four years. In Aarey,whichwas

clearedbytheSupremeCourt,25
per centwork on that land is al-
ready complete and the remain-
ing75percentcanbecompleted
immediately.Hence, fortheben-
efitofMumbaikars, ifwehaveto
starttheMetrosoon,thenthecar
shedhastobeinAareyonly.”
Thackeray also questioned

theBJP’sdecisiontomakea“so-
calledShivSainik”theCMwhen
it did not keep its 2019promise
ofrotatingthepostbetweenthe
two parties. TheSenachief said,
“HadHomeMinisterAmit Shah

kepthispromiseof havingaShiv
SenaCMfor2.5years,therewould
havebeenaBJPCMforatleast2.5
years.Idon’tknowwhattheyhave
achievedafter forming this gov-
ernmentasthatwouldmeanthat
there would be no BJP CM in
Maharashtra for the entire five-
yeartenure.”
“There is now again an at-

tempt to create a misconcep-
tion...thatthereisaShivSenaCM
inMaharashtra. But there can’t
beaShivSenaCMbykeepingthe
Senaaside,”hesaid.

Sena moves SC
for suspension
of Shinde, rebel
MLAs; hearing
on July 11
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

SHIV SENAMLASuresh Prabhu
movedafreshapplicationinthe
Supreme Court on Friday seek-
ing suspension of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
and 15 other dissident MLAs,
against whom disqualification
pleasarepending,fromthestate
Assembly.
Prabhu urged the top court

to also “restrain” the legislators
from entering the Assembly or
participating in anyHousepro-
ceedings till the final adjudica-
tionof thedisqualificationplea.
A bench of Justices Surya

KantandJBPardiwala fixedthe
pleaforhearingonJuly11,along
with thependingpetitions.
Prabhu said he moved the

application “to ensure that the
Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution is not rendered
toothless” as the 16MLAs “en-
joy the fruits of the defection
while the hands of the Deputy
Speaker are tied”.
He was referring to the top

court’sorderonJune27thatex-
tended till July 12 the time
grantedtothe16MLAsforreply
to the disqualification notices.
Theoriginaldeadlinefor there-
plywas5.30pmon June27.
“The unintended conse-

quence of restraining the
Deputy Speaker from proceed-
ingwiththedisqualificationpe-
titions is that... the delinquent
MLAs... have been rewarded,”
Prabhusaid.

WILLFADNAVISATTEND?
The first day of the BJP na-

tional executive beganwith the
meetingofthegeneralsecretaries
in Hyderabad. Senior leaders
wondered if Devendra Fadnavis
willattendthemeetingwherein
PMNarendraModiandallsenior
leaderswill bepresent through-
out. Some leaders said Fadnavis
is busywithAssembly proceed-
ings scheduled for July 3-4 and
won’t be able to make it.
However, a leader said Fadnavis
may“dropin”.

FOCUS:BJPCONCLAVE
BJP leaders seem to be extra

carefulaboutnottakingawaythe
focusfromthepartyprogramme.
Atapressconference,partygen-
eral secretary Tarun Chugh re-
fusedtoaddressanyquestionon
theSupremeCourt’s remarkson
party’s former spokesperson
NupurSharmaortheOpposition
attackontheBJP.“Pleaseconfine
to questions on BJP national ex-
ecutive”hesaid,refusingtocom-
mentoniftheBJPwilldiscusspo-
liticaldevelopments inthewake
of theUdaipurkilling.

CHUGHTARGETSKCR
AstheBJPissettingthestage

foroustingKChandrashekarRao

government inTelangana in the
2023 Assembly election, Tarun
Chugh, party in charge of
Telangana,tookseveralpotshots
at Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao. Accusing
himof not spending time in his
office, Chugh said: “We know
how they spend their evenings
andhowcolourful they turn.”

TELANGANAGROUNDWORK
AccordingtoChugh,119party

workers have spent 48 hours in
119 Assembly constituencies of
Telangana andwill submit a re-
porttoleadership.TheBJPhasor-
ganisedmeetings of 14 major
communities in theurbanareas
ofthestateandseniorleaders,in-
cluding CMs, will attend those
during their stay in Hyderabad.
“522daysareleftforthecorrupt,
dynastic KCR government in
Telangana. Then peoplewill bid
goodbye to KCR andwelcome
welfare-oriented BJP govern-
ment,”Chughsaid.

MORALEBOOSTER
Themorale of the BJP unit in

Telangana is expected to get a
boostwithmore senior leaders
fromotherpartiesjoiningitinthe
comingdays,partysourcessaid.

LIZMATHEW

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY1

A DAY after an explosive was
hurledattheCPI(M)’sstatehead-
quarters, AKG Centre, in
Thiruvananthapuram, police on
Friday said theywere investigat-
ingtoidentifythesuspectevenas
the ruling party blamed the
Congress for the attack. The
Congress hit back, saying itwas
plottedbytheCPI(M)todivertat-
tentionfromcontroversiesaswell
asRahulGandhi’svisittothestate.
The explosivewas thrownat

oneofthegatesoftheAKGCentre
around 11.30 pmThursday by a
personona two-wheeler ashalf
adozenpolicemenstoodguardat
anotherentranceoftheCPI(M)of-
fice.ThepolicehaveseizedCCTV
footage,which showed the sus-
pecthurlinganobjectattheparty
office, but couldnot identifyhim
tillFridayeveningdespitemassive
searchoperationssincemidnight.
CPI(M) central committee

member and convener of Left
Democratic Front E P Jayarajan
blamed the Congress. “The
bombattackwaswell-planned.
It isasequeltotherecentattacks
onCPI(M)officesbyCongress. It
canbeseenasapartof convert-
ing Congress into a semi-cadre
system. CPI(M)workers would
notgetprovoked,”hesaid.
Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayansaidthepolicehavebeen
givenstrictdirectiontobookthe
culprits. “The attack is on the
most important office of the
largest political party in Kerala.
It isanattempt toshatterpeace.
Peopleandpartyworkersshould
notgetprovoked,”hesaid.
Congress state president K

Sudhakaran said the attackwas
scripted by Jayarajan. “I won't
blameeven theCPI(M). Jayarajan
isbehind that attack.AKGcentre
has police protection.Will any
Congressworkerdare tohurl ex-
plosivesattheCPI(M)stateoffice?’’
“When Rahul Gandhi is be-

ginning his visit toWayanad on
Friday,willanyCongressworker
attack the CPI(M) office to spoil
the day. The CPI(M) wanted to
diverttheattentionfromRahul’s
visit...,” hesaid.

Rahul visits his
vandalised office in
Wayanad, says
incident unfortunate
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY1

SENIOR CONGRESS leader
RahulGandhi onFridayvisited
his office in Wayanad, which
was vandalised by CPI(M) stu-
dent wing Student Federation
of Indai (SFI) last week, and
termed the incident as “unfor-
tunate”.
Rahul, who reached

WayanadonFriday for a three-
day tour in the constituency,
visited his vandalised office at
Kalpetta.
“This ismyoffice.Butbefore

being my office, this is the of-
fice of people ofWayanad. It is
quite unfortunate that the of-
fice was attacked. Violence
would never resolve prob-
lems... theyhave acted in an ir-
responsible manner. I don’t
have any anger or hostility to-
wards them. They are kids and
theydon’tunderstandthecon-
sequencesof theiract,’’ hesaid.
Referring to Friday’s

Supreme Court observation
that Nupur Sharma, who was
suspendedasBJPspokesperson
over her controversial com-
ments on theProphet, that she
“is single-handedlyresponsible
for what is happening in the
country,” Rahul accused the
BJP-led government at the
Centreof creatingan"environ-
ment of anger and hatred" in
the country.
“It is not the person who

made the comment, it is the
PrimeMinister, it is the Home
Minister, it is the BJP and the
RSSwhohavecreatedthisenvi-
ronment in the country.”
He said that the creation of

this environment in the coun-
try is “ananti-nationalact”and
is against the interest of India,
against the interest of the
people.
He said that as a party,

Congress “builds bridges be-
tweenpeople,webuildbridges
betweencommunities, andwe
bring people together... We
don’t believe in solving prob-
lems throughhatred.”

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY1

THE BJP held a massive road-
show led by party national
president J P Nadda at
Shamshabadontheoutskirtsof
Hyderabad today evening,
ahead of the two-day national
executivemeeting.
TheBJPwelcomedtheparty

chief with a show of strength
with almost all state BJP lead-
ers, including state BJP chief
Bandi Sanjay Kumar; Union
Minister G Kishan Reddy; dis-
trict coordinators, and others,
converging at the airport to
welcomeNadda.
The BJP has turned the area

around the Hyderabad
International Convention
Centre (HICC) saffron with
huge cut-outs of top leaders,
flags and banners highlighting
theschemesandachievements
of the party.
The ruling Telangana

Rashtra Samiti (TRS) has also
putuphundredsofpostersand
banners across the city with
slogans against the BJP and
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi.
“BJP has no answer when

weaskwhat their government
at the Centre has given to
Telangana. I askall theBJP lead-
ers arriving today, what is it
that you have done for
Telangana?’’MLABalkaSuman
said.
Addressing Prime Minister

NarendraModi, Telangana’s IT,
Industries and Municipal
Administration Minister, and
the son of Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao, said “aao,
dekho, seekho”, saying that
Telangana had lessons to offer.
BJP leaders, including the

Chief Ministers of 19 states,
Cabinetministers, former CMs
and office-bearers, arrived in
the city by evening. OBC
MorchapresidentDrKLaxman
said holding the meeting
in Hyderabad was a good
decision.
“Ithasgenerateda lotof en-

thusiasm among BJP leaders
andworkers,” he said.
The Cyberabad Police have

imposed Section 144 till July 4
in theCyberabadareaasanad-

ditional security measure.
Operation of drones near the
HICC has also been prohibited
till July 4 evening.
Workers of the BJP and

Congress clashed outside the
saffron party’s office at
Hanamkonda in Telangana on
FridayafternoonafterCongress
activists protested against the
Agnipath scheme, the police
said.
As theCongressworkerssat

inprotestoutside theoffice,BJP
activists tried to chase them
away, leading to a scuffle, offi-
cerssaid,addingthat thewind-
screens of several vehicles be-
longing to those from either
sidewere damaged.
BJP national general secre-

tary and party state in-charge
TarunChughsaidPMNarendra
Modi would arrive at the
Begumpet airport at 2.55 pm
onSaturdayandwillproceedto
theHICC toattend thenational
executive meeting in the
evening. On July 3, Modi will
addressapublicmeetingat the
Parade Ground in
Secunderabad.
On July4,hewillproceed to

Bhimavaram in Andhra
Pradesh to participate in the
125th birth anniversary cele-
brations of freedom fighter
Alluri SitaramaRaju.

Ensure BJP gets
3/4th majority in
Gujarat polls,
Shah tells voters

AVINASHNAIR
SANAND, JULY1

Emphasising that the Bharatiya
JanataParty(BJP)hasensuredan
all-rounddevelopmentofGujarat,
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
Fridayaskedvotersinthestateto
ensureathree-fourthmajorityfor
thesaffronpartyintheupcoming
assemblyelections.
“...It is only yesterday that a

governmenthasbeenformedin
Maharashtra (supported by the
BJP). In the upcoming elections
(in Gujarat), you should resolve
to help BJP win a three-fourth
majority,” Shah said as he ad-
dressedtheaudienceatanevent
inModasarvillage,locatedabout
30kilometresfromAhmedabad.
“BJPhasensuredanall-round

developmentofGujarat.Be itur-
ban, rural,mountains or coastal
areas,theBJPgovernmenthasde-
veloped all areas. Narendrabhai
(PrimeMinisterNarendraModi)
started thisdevelopment andhe
madesuchasystemthatevenaf-
ter he is gone, the development
continues tohappen. It has con-
tinued till (chief minister)
BhupendraPatel,”hesaid.
The homeminister laid the

foundationstoneofaRs-11crore
project for beautification of
Balgangalake,distributedfree-of-
cost gas connection under the
smokeless village programme,
launched a pilot project of Red
Cross for a “Thalassemia-free
Gujarat” in Sanand and Bavla
talukas, and inaugurated seven
six-laneflyoverbridgesinthearea.

As MVA stares at
uncertain future,
NCP eyes Sena
space, Cong adrift
SHUBHANGIKHAPRE
MUMBAI, JULY1

AFTERTHEcollapseoftheUddhav
Thackeray-ledMahaVikasAghadi
(MVA) government in
Maharashtra,thereisnowuncer-
taintyoverthefutureof theMVA
—acoalitionof threeparties, the
Uddhav-led Sena, the Sharad
Pawar-ledNCPandtheCongress.
The key question that hangs

overtheMVA’sfateiswhetherthe
coalition couldwork in electoral
politics if it hadonly limitedsuc-
cess in agovernment that fell af-
tercompletingbarely31months.
In agovernment settingwith

defined power struc-
tures,itiseasiertoengage
withallieswhilesharing
power. But when the
samemodel isextended
to electoral politicswith
itspullsandpressures, it
is difficult to succeed,
with the allies vyingwith each
othertoprotecttheirturfsandex-
pandtheirfootprints.
Thisisboundtobemorechal-

lengingforideologicallydisparate
parties like the Sena and the
CongressortheNCP.Settingaside
their ideological differences, the
trio had forged theMVA to form
their government inNovember
2019, keeping the single largest
party,theBJP,atbay.Butafterbe-
ingoustedfrompowernow,itwill
beatallorderforthethreeparties
tocontinuetoworktogetherand
take on the BJP as well as the
EknathShinde-ledSenafactionin
Maharashtra.
A day after Uddhav stepped

downastheCM,theCongressand
theNCPralliedinhissupport,ex-
pressingsympathyandsolidarity,
withsignalstothiseffectcoming
fromCongress president Sonia
GandhiandNCPchiefPawar.But
suchgestureswillbetestedonthe

groundwhen the three parties
with their separate, conflicting
agendastaketheplungeintoany
election.
Currently,theNCPseemstobe

in a better position than the
Congress and the Sena. With
PawarSenioratitshelm,theparty
hasdrawnuparoadmap for the
expansion of its electoral base
acrossMaharashtra.Thepary’sex-
DeputyCMAjit Pawar,whoheld
finance portfolio in theUddhav
Cabinet, ensured that the con-
stituencies of their legislators
were adequately funded to get
various developmental projects
properlyexecutedthere.
Days after theOctober 2019
Maharashtra Assembly
election, the Sena had
decidedtobreak its25-
year-old alliancewith
theBJPasthelatterhad
not conceded its de-
mand for a rotational
CMwith two-and-half

yearstenureforeachparty’snom-
inee. TheMVAwas then created
withUddhav taking over as the
CM.However,theMVA’sinherent
contradictionsputmassivepres-
sure on all three parties.While
their leaders accomodated each
other therehadbeenuneasiness
and resentment among their
workersatthegrass-rootslevel.
WiththeUddhav-ledSenabe-

ing dealt a body blow by the
Shinde-ledparty rebels, theNCP
will go all out to claim thepoliti-
cal space thus created in abid to
realiseitsambitiontobecomethe
single largestparty inthestate. It
will now be the principal
OppositionpartyintheAssembly.
TheCongresscontinues tobe

driftinginthestatewiththeplight
of the grand old party’s central
unit aggravating the situation at
all levels. In theabsenceof anef-
fectiveleadershipandroadmap,it
findsitself indisarray.

Mumbai: Shiv Sena MP and
party spokesperson Sanjay
Raut appeared before the
EnforcementDirectorate (ED)
on Friday after he was sum-
monedforquestioningincon-
nectionwith a case of alleged
money laundering linked to
theredevelopmentof achawl
project inMumbai’s suburbs.
According tosources,Raut

presented himself before the

ED at around 11.45 am on
Fridayandwasquestionedfor
around10hoursbytheagency.
Officials had issued a sec-

ondsummonstoRautafterhe
failed to appear before them
on Tuesday and instead sent
his lawyer to seek an exemp-
tionfor14days.Hisplea,how-
ever, was rejected and subse-
quently, hewas instructed to
appearonFriday. ENS

UddhavThackerayduringapressconferenceatSenaBhavan
inMumbaionFriday. Express

ED questions Sanjay Raut

Ahead of BJP national executive meet,
Nadda holds roadshow in Hyderabad

BJPnationalpresidentJPNaddawithTelanganaBJPpresidentBandiSanjayKumar,MPK
Laxman,partyleaderVijayShantiandothersduringaroadshowinHyderabadonFriday.PTI

SIDELIGHTS

UnionHomeMinisterAmit
ShahatRupalvillage.Gujarat
state informationdepartment

CongressleadersRahulGandhiandKCVenugopal,alongwith
others,ataprotestmarchinWayanad,Kerala,onFriday.PTI

Hurtme,notMumbai, saysUddhav;
Aarey is rightsite forproject:BJP

Police say yet to identify suspect;
CPM, Cong engage in blame game

EXPLOSIVEHURLEDATCPMOFFICE INKERALA

New Delhi
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

ON A day the Supreme Court
came down heavily on sus-
pendedBJPspokespersonNupur
Sharma, saying she “is single-
handedlyresponsibleforwhatis
happening in the country”, the
RSSsuggestedthatTaliban-style
operationswere not a reaction
to provocation but the result of
mindsetandbelief system.
“YouseethisTalibanincident

is not a reaction. It is not a reac-
tion to someprovocation. It has
been happening across the
worldwithoutanyprovocation.
Somewhere there is Hamas,
Islamic State, Taliban... In our
country, we have SIMI and PFI.
Thisisnotaresultofprovocation.
Anyonewho believes so, needs
to studymore. It is important to
understand thementality and
beliefsystembehindthisTaliban
incident,” RSS publicity chief
SunilAmbekar saidonFriday.
Ambekarwasspeakingatan

event organised by Prabhat
Prakashan to launch two books
by Arun Anand – The Taliban:
WarandReligioninAfghanistan
and The Forgotten History of
India.
While Ambekar did not

mention either Nupur Sharma
ortherecentincidentofUdaipur,
RSS sources said his reference
was to the June 28 incident in
which a tailor in Udaipur was
killed by twomen for allegedly
supporting Nupur Sharma on
socialmedia.
“Our imagination of India is

onethatusesitsstrengthtohelp
others.Agoodpersonhastoalso
bestrongenoughtohelpanother
goodpersonandstopthosewho
are trying to disrupt peace.
...There are constitutional ways
todealwith issues.Anyonewho
hasaproblemmustusethecon-
stitutionalways,”Ambekarsaid.
He emphasised theneed for

peopletounderstandtheTaliban
as itwas a neighbourhoodphe-
nomenon.
“A nation that has suffered

Partitioninthenameofreligious
fundamentalism cannot ignore
it. It is important to ascertain
whetheranythreads fromthere
aregettingconnectedtoIndiaor
such elements are entering the
country.Aresomeincidentshap-
peninginthecountryconnected
with them?Are such elements
whosupportsuchfundamental-
istideologyforpoliticalorselfish
interests connectedwith them?
What is treason? Itmust be as-
certained,”Ambekarsaid.

Plea to CJI seeks withdrawal
of remarks against Nupur
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

WITHTHEobservationsofatwo-
judge Supreme Court bench of
Justices Surya Kant and J B
Pardiwalalambastingsuspended
BJPspokespersonNupurSharma
for her remarks on the Prophet
duringaTVshowandholdingher
“responsible”fortheviolentinci-
dentsinthecountryontheissue,
a letter petition sent to Chief
JusticeofIndiaNVRamanaFriday
prayed that the remarks be de-
clared “uncalled for” and be di-
rectedtobe“withdrawn”.
TheletterpetitionbyDelhires-

ident and social activist Ajay
Gautamreferred to the remarks
as reported by various media
housesandsaidthe“observation
madeby the court is unwanted,

uncalled andwithout anymerit
andliableto(be)withdraw(n)”.
It asked if the SC canmake

suchstatements“whichaffectthe
merit of the caseaswell as trial...
without trial or appeal or any
judgmentorfindingofanycourt”.
Gautamcontendedthat“ithas

not beenproved in any court of
law the statementmade by the
NupurSharmaisincorrect”.
Hesaidthat“tellingthetruth,

which is documented and ac-
knowledge(d)bycleric(s)andso-
ciety is not a offence”, andwon-
dered “howNupur Sharma (can
be) declared guilty by the court
concernedwithoutgivechanceof
fairtrial”.Thepleasaidthecourt’s
“observation justified” thebrutal
killing of Kanhaiyalal inUdaipur
and“gavecleanchittomurderer”
andamountedto“justifyingtheir
motiveofmurder”.

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI, JULY1

THEMINISTRYofElectronicsand
InformationTechnology(MeitY)
has directed all social media
companies to “proactively and
immediately” remove all con-
tentthatencourages,glorifiesor
justifies the recent murder in
Udaipur,inordertoprevent“any
incitement and disruption of
publicorderandtorestorepub-
licpeaceandharmony”.
Inamissivesenttosocialme-

dia platforms, theministry said
thatapartfromthevideosof the
murder thatwereuploadedon-
line,severalinstanceshavecome
to its noticewhere socialmedia
handlesglorifiedorjustifiedthe
killing.TheMeitYsaidsocialme-
dia companies should remove
suchcontentaspartof theirob-
ligationofbeingintermediaries.
“Through this notice, youare

directed to forthwithensure that
as part of your obligationof due
diligence, safety and trust, you
proactively and immediately re-
moveanyandall content (either
intheformofatextmessage,au-
dio, video, photo or any other
form)thatseemtoencourage/glo-

rify/justifythismurderandkilling
withaviewtopreventanyincite-
mentanddisruptionofpublicor-
derandtorestorepublicpeaceand
harmony,” theministrysaid in its
noticetosocialmediacompanies.
Thenotice,whichwassenton

Wednesday,wasmadepublicon
Friday.TheMeitY’snoticecomes
daysafterKanhaiyaLal,atailorin
Udaipur,washackedtodeathby
twomen,MohammadRiyazand
Ghouse Mohammad, for al-
legedlysharingremarksmadeby
BJP’s Nupur Sharma on the
Prophet. The two uploaded a
video of themurder online and
inaseparatevideoboastedabout
the “beheading” — and issued
death threats to PrimeMinister
NarendraModiandSharma.
InresponsetoqueriesbyThe

Indian Express, a spokesperson
forFacebookandInstagrampar-
entMeta said, “We have desig-
nated the incident as violating
and are removing any content
associated with it as per our
community standards.”
It is learnt that whenMeta

marks an event as “violating”, it
typicallymeansthatitwillremove
anyaccountbelongingtotheper-
petrators, or content thatpraises,
supportsor represents theattack

andtheidentifiedperpetrators.
Twitter and Koo did not re-

spond to an immediate request
for comment onwhether they
havecompliedwiththegovern-
ment’smissive.
Socialmediacompanieshave

legal immunityfromthirdparty
contenthostedontheirplatform
by virtue of being classified as
‘intermediaries’. This legal im-
munity is conditional and sub-
jecttothecompaniescomplying
with certain due diligence re-
quirementswhichincludestak-
ingdowncontentflaggedbythe
governmentunderSection69(A)
of the Information Technology
Act,2000.However, theMeitY’s
notice to takedownthecontent
in question is not issued under
Section69(A)of the ITAct.
“Thisisaunilateraladvisoryis-

suedbecausethecontentrelated
tothekillingisextremelydisturb-
ingandprovocative. Thevolume
ofcontentthatglorifiesorjustifies
themurder can be large due to
which issuing take-downorders
under Section69(A)would take
sometime,sotheministryissued
thisnoticetosocialmediacompa-
niesbecause this content should
notbeallowedtobeontheirplat-
forms,”agovernmentofficialsaid.

Officialssaytheywereinvolvedin
planningandexecutingthecrime

DEEPMUKHERJEE
UDAIPUR, JULY1

THERAJASTHANPoliceonFriday
arrested twomore accused for
themurderofUdaipur-basedtai-
lor Kanhaiyalal Teli on June 28,
withofficialssayingtheywerein-
volved in the conspiracy to plan
and execute the crime. The two
main accused in the case,
Mohammad Riyaz and Ghouse
Mohammad,whofilmedavideo
after the murder of Teli, were
sent to the high security jail in
Ajmer lateonThursdaynight.
“Wehavearrestedtwomore

accused, Asif Hussain and
Mohsin Khan. They have been
foundtobeinvolvedintheabet-
mentof thecrime.Bothareresi-
dentsofUdaipur,”Anti-Terrorism
Squad ADGAshok Rathore told
The IndianExpressonFriday.
TheSpecialOperationsGroup

and the ATS of the Rajasthan
Police issueda statement saying
media reports claiming that the
NIAsaidtherewasnoterroristor-
ganisation's hand in the killing
were“premature”becausethein-
vestigation is in a preliminary
stage. A senior official, who is a
part of the special investigation
teamprobing themurder, said
that apart from the videomade
after thekillingof Teli, Riyazhad
recorded a videomore than 10
days before themurder. In the
nextfewdays,theaccusedmetic-
ulously planned the murder,
whichtheaccusedsaidwascom-
mittedafterTeliallegedlyshared
remarksontheProphetmadeby
suspended BJP spokesperson
NupurSharma,theofficialsaid.
“At least one of the two ac-

cused has been seen in CCTV
footage fromcamerasnear Teli’s
tailoring shop a fewdays before
themurder. This suggests they
hadbeenplanningthemurderfor
sometime,”saidtheofficial.
Meanwhile,members of the

Jaincommunity,underthebanner
ofMahaveerSena,onFridaysub-
mitted a memorandum to the
Udaipur district administration,
demandingsecurityforacommu-
nitymemberwho, according to
thegroup,wasmentioned in the
video made by one of the two
mainaccusedinTeli’smurder.This
person,too,hadreportedlyshared
apostbackingNupurSharma.

Members of theHindu com-
munityinUdaipuronFridaytook
out a hugeprocession on Friday
on the occasion of Rath Yatra.
Therewas heavypolice deploy-
menttoavoiduntowardincidents.
“The deployment of police

personnel is more than 2.5-3
timestheusualstrength.Around
2,000policepersonnelhavebeen
deployed for the Rath Yatra, in-
cludingseventoeightIPSofficers
and additional SPs, deputy SPs
and inspectorswhowereprevi-
ouslypostedhereandhavedone
this duty10-15 times. Battalions
oftheRACandSTFhavealsobeen
deployedtoensurethatnounto-
ward incident takesplace,” ADG
DineshMN,whohasbeensentto
UdaipurfromJaipurtocontrolthe
law-and-order situation, told re-
portersonFridaybeforetherally.
Earlier onThursday, the state

government had transferred 32
IPSofficers,includingtheUdaipur
SPandIG.IPSofficerVikasSharma
is the newUdaipur SPwhile IG
Prafulla Kumar,whowaspart of
the SIT constituted to probe the
murderofTeli,isthenewUdaipur
range IG. After taking charge on
Friday, Kumar, alongwith other
officialsofthedistrictadministra-
tion, took stock of the security
arrangementsinUdaipur.
“TheRathYatraprocessionis

proceedingpeacefullyandthere
hasbeennountoward incident.
Around8,000peoplearepartic-
ipating in the yatra, which cov-
ers 4.2 km distance..,” said
Udaipur divisional commis-
sionerRajendraBhatt.
Meanwhile,thebanonmobile

internetservicesimposedinsome
areasafterthekillinghasbeenex-
tended in three districts of the
Jaipurdivision—Jaipur,Alwarand
Dausa—till5.30pmonSaturday.
In anotherdevelopment, fol-

lowing reports that themotorcy-
cleusedbythetwomainaccused
toescapeafterthekillinghadareg-
istrationnumberof2611,apossi-
blereferencetothe26/11Mumbai
attacksof2008,UdaipurRTOcon-
firmedthatoneoftheaccusedhad
chosen thisnumber in2013. The
motorcycle is registered in the
nameofMohd.RiyazAttari,oneof
the twomain accused. Officials
saidthecasehasnowbeentrans-
ferredtotheNIAcourtinJaipur.
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ALIFIYAKHAN
PUNE, JULY1

SIXMONTHS agowhen hewas
takingadmission inacomputer
engineering course at a college
in Pune's Akurdi area, 19-year-
old Atharva Ingle did not know
thathisbatchwouldbeahistoric
one.TheAkolaresident isoneof
65 students enrolled in the
Marathi-language course at the
Pimpri Chinchwad College of
Engineering (PCCOE), the only
college in the country that has
recorded full admission in its
newdivision to teachengineer-
ing in themother tongue.
Announced by Prime

MinisterNarendraModilastyear
andcoveredunder theNational
Education Policy, the plan to
teachengineeringtostudentsin
theirmother tonguewas rolled
out last year by the All India
Council for Technical Education

(AICTE) in19selectedengineer-
ing colleges across the country.
“This emphasis onmother

tongueasthemediumofinstruc-
tionwill instil confidence instu-
dents frompoor, rural and tribal
backgrounds,”Modihadsaid.
Whileitwasassumedthatthe

opportunity to learn in their
mother tongue would entice
many to seek admission in such
courses, thegroundreality isdif-
ferent.Outof the19engineering
collegesapprovedtostartregional
languagedivisions,ninedidnotget
asingleadmission,whileintheten
other colleges, batches are less
than50percentfull,AICTEchair-
manAnilSahastrabuddhesaid.
“Ithinktheconceptisnewand

peoplewerenotevenawarethat
such an option was available.
Thereshouldhavebeenmoreef-
fortstospreadtheword.It’snotas
if the concept is not popular, be-
cause this year, 10more colleges

will be offering the regional lan-
guagecourses,”hesaid.
Lack of awareness is what

Avijit Karmakar, principal of the
TechniquePolytechnicInstitutein
Hooghlyblames for theBengali-
languagediplomainelectricalen-
gineeringhavingfewtakers.Only
16 of the 60 seats on offerwere
filledthisyear.
“It’s still 30 per cent admis-

sions,which isn’t bad for the first

year.Firstly,studentsarenotaware
of this optionandsecondly, they
arescepticalbecauseforthem,en-
gineering educations means
studying inEnglishor theywon’t
get jobs. It tooksomecounselling
eventofillthe16seats,”hesaid.
However,at thePunecollege,

admissionswerenot only full in
the first year itself, but has ex-
ceededthenumberofseatsonof-
fer— 65 admissions against 60

sanctioned seats. The starklydif-
ferent experience of this college
compared to others involved in
theprogrammeacross thecoun-
try,make it an importantmodel
tostudy.TheAICTEhasexpanded
engineeringeducationinregional
languagesto10morecolleges,and
Modihascalledformedicaledu-
cation also to be imparted in re-
gional languages.
AshwiniVaze,academiccoor-

dinator,regionallanguagecourse,
atthePCCOEsaidcollegeauthor-
ities had convinced several par-
ents toenrol theirchildren inthe
course.“It'snotasifstudentswere
overexcitedtotakeadmissions.In
fact,weconvincedalotofparents
to let theirwardsgetadmitted in
this course. The computer engi-
neering course at our college,
whichhas240seats, isverypop-
ular and cutoffs are very high.
When parents came for coun-
selling, if the seat was getting

missedby a fewmarks,we sug-
gestedtomanytotakeadmission
in the regional language course
wheretheycouldgetthesamede-
gree,butcutoffwasslightlyless.”
Someparentshaddemanded

at the timeof theorientation for
thecoursethatthestudentsbeal-
lowedtostudyinEnglishthrough
aninternaltransfer,butcollegeau-
thorities refused. “...(But)We re-
minded them that they came in
knowingtheconditions,oflearn-
inginMarathi,sotheywouldhave
to stick to it,” said Dr GovindN
Kulkarni,director,PCCOE.
However, the course isn't be-

ing taught in themother tongue
alone,with ahybridmodel hav-
ingemergedinthecollege.
“The teachers speak in

Marathi and students answer in
Marathi, but the books are in
English. Orals andpracticals are
conducted in Marathi, but for
writtenexams,studentsaregiven

thechoicetoanswerineitherlan-
guage,” said Sheetal Bhandari,
deanofacademicsatthecollege.
On why such a model was

adopteddespiteclearinstructions
fromtheAICTEtoteachstudents
only in theirmother tongue, she
said: “Before starting the course,
we did research for several
months.We used our network
andgathered120engineeringas-
pirants and conducted awork-
shop inbatches of 10,wherewe
taught them basic concepts of
Mathematics and Science in
Marathi.Thefeedbackwegotwas
the conceptual understanding
wasbetter,buttheyfounditdiffi-
cult to follow technical terms in
Marathi. Later,whenwegot the
MarathibooksfromAICTE,were-
alised that themeaningof some
words changed orwere lost in
translation,”shesaid.
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JIMMYLEIVON
IMPHAL, JULY1

THEDEATHtoll in landslidethat
occurredinManipur'sNoneydis-
trictroseto16withtherecovery
of eightmore bodies on Friday.
Many are still feared trapped in
thedebrisof the landslide.
Ofthetotalbodiesrecovered,

two are confirmed to be that of
missing personnel of the 107
TerritorialArmy(TA)stationedat
the landslide-hit camp situated
nearMarangching.Withthis,the
totalnumberofTAcasualtieshas
reached 9 till the time of filing
thisreport.ChiefMinisterNBiren
Singh visited the landslide hit
area for the second day to over-
seerescueoperations.
The CMsaid 81persons had

beenaffected,outofwhich18per-
sonshadbeenrescued.Hesaidthe
rescueoperationteamconsisting

of Manipur Police personnel,
NDRF,SRDFandArmypersonnel
hadrecoveredeightmorebodies

onFriday inaddition toeight re-
coveredonThursday.“Asthesoilis
soft, theroadtotheactualareaof
landslidecouldn’tberestored.The
governmenthasputalleffortsus-
ingpossiblemanpowerandma-
chinestorecoverthemissingper-
sons,” said the CM, expressing
confidence that allmissingper-
sonswouldbe foundwithin2-3
days.Hesaidequipmenthadbeen
broughtfromLadakhbytheArmy
which could locate thewhere-
aboutsofthebodies.
The PRO defence wing

Imphalsaidsearchoperationsby
Army, Assam Rifles, Territorial
Army,SDRFandNDRF isunder-
way. “10 columns have been
pressed into service. Joint oper-
ationaltaskforceiscoordinating
the efforts to removemud and
boulders,” said thePRO.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

PAKISTANSAIDonFriday that it
has 682 Indian prisoners de-
tained in its jails, as Islamabad
andNewDelhi exchanged a list
of civilian prisoners and fisher-
men in their custody.
Theselistsareexchangedtwice

ayear—onJanuary1andJuly1—
under theprovisionsof the2008
Agreement onConsular Access.
Pakistansharedalistof682Indian
prisonersdetainedinthecountry,
including49civiliansand633fish-
ermen, with the Indian High
CommissioninIslamabad.
Similarly, theIndiansidehas

alsosharedalistof461Pakistani
prisonersinIndia, including345

civiliansand116fishermenwith
the Pakistan High Commission
inNewDelhi.
India on Friday called on

Pakistantoreleaseandrepatriate
536 Indian fishermen and three
civilianprisonerswhohavecom-
pletedtheirjailtermsandwhose
nationalityhasbeenconfirmed.
Inaddition,Pakistanhasbeen

askedtoprovideimmediatecon-
sularaccessto105fishermenand
20 civilian prisonerswho have
beeninPakistan'scustodyandare
believedtobeIndians,theMinistry
ofExternalAffairs(MEA)said.“The
governmenthascalledforearlyre-
lease and repatriationof civilian
prisoners,missingIndiandefence
personnel, and fishermenalong
with their boats, fromPakistan's
custody,”theMEAsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JULY1

THE INDIA Meteorological
Department (IMD) has forecast
normal rainfall over the country
duringJuly,whichis280.4mmas
per data from 1971 to 2020.
“Monthlyrainfall forJulyoverthe
countryismostlikelytobenormal,
which is94to106percentof the
LongPeriodAverage (LPA),” the
forecastissuedonFridaystated.
However, Odisha, West

Bengal, northeast India, Kerala,
coastal Karnataka, Vidarbha re-
gionswillexperiencebelownor-
mal rainfall during thismonth.
Normal to above normal rain is
expected over Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra,
interior Karnataka, Telangana,
Gujarat,Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Delhi andTripura thismonth.
July rainfall accounts for 35

per cent of the seasonal rainfall
and is crucial for sowing and
earlygrowingstagesofthekharif
crops. The rainfall in thismonth
isparticularlysignificantasJune
endedwithan8per centdeficit
over thecountry.
Presently, an east-west

troughrunsbetweennorthwest
Rajasthan and northeast Bay of
Bengal, attractingmoist winds
both from the Arabian Sea and
Bay of Bengal over northern
India regions. Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh are likely to
receivewidespreadrainsduring
the next five days. Overall, the
monsoon is likely to remain ac-
tive during the first week to
about 10 days of July, bringing
widespread rainfall all over the
country, includingcentral India,
exceptthenortheasternregions.
On Friday, the southwest

monsoonadvancedintoPunjab,
Haryanaandsomemorepartsof
Rajasthan.With the availability
of favourable conditions, the
monsoon is set to cover the en-
tirecountryduringthenexttwo
to threedays.

Remove all content that justify
murder, social media firms told

Aclosedmarketduringthebandhcalledover theUdaipur incident, inBikaner,Friday.PTI

StudentsataclassoftheMarathi-languagecourse.PavanKhengre

LEARNING ENGINEERING IN MOTHER TONGUE

Amid poor response elsewhere, Pune college fills all seats

8 more bodies recovered, toll climbs to 16

RescueoperationsunderwayinNoneydistrictofManipur.PTI

Normal rainfall
across nation in
July, says IMD

MANIPURLANDSLIDE

Twomore arrested for Udaipur killing

49 civilians among 682
Indians in its jails: Pak

JHARKHAND

Dhanbadtense
afterclashes
Dhanbad: Tension pre-
vailsinJhariatownshipof
Dhanbad district after
clashesamongmembers
of twocommunitiesafter
a dispute over bathing in
apondatBaniyahirlocal-
ity,8kmfromthedistrict
headquarters,policesaid.
People from both com-
munities clashed after
Friday prayers in which
an old woman was in-
juredduetostonepelting.
Sindri SDPO Abhishek
KumarSinghsaidthesit-
uationwasundercontrol
now."Alargepoliceforce
hasbeendeployed in the
area.Noonehasbeenar-
rested in this connection
as it was a trivial issue,"
theSDPOsaid. PTI

CHHATTISGARH

Maoistsupply
networkbusted
Jagdalpur: Police in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar on
Fridaysaidtheyhadbusted
an allegedMaoist supply
networkwiththearrestof
ninepeople,includinga51-
year-oldman fromWest
Bengal,andhadseizedma-
terials used in explosives.
Actingona tip-off, theac-
cusedwereapprehended
fromBastanar-Kankloor
roadunderKodenarpolice
stationlimitsinBastardis-
trict when the consign-
mentwasbeing supplied
tomilitants,aseniorpolice
officialsaid. PTI

ASSAM

Murder: NDFB
chiefacquitted
Guwahati:A TADA court
herehasacquittedfounder
chairman of now-dis-
banded National
Democratic Front of
Bodoland (NDFB), Ranjan
Daimary, inacaseofmur-
dering sixmembers of a
family in 1992 in Assam
duetolackofevidence,his
lawyer said on Friday.
Daimaryisalreadyserving
life sentence after being
convictedinacaserelated
to the 2008 serial bomb
blasts inAssam.Hisadvo-
cateManasSaraniatoldPTI
thattheTADAcourthasac-
quittedDaimary ina case
takenupbyitin2000. PTI

WESTBENGAL

Truckhitscarin
Suvenduconvoy
Kanthi:Atruckhitasecu-
rity vehicle in Bengal
Leader of Opposition
(LoP) SuvenduAdhikari's
convoy on Friday after-
noonwhenhewasonhis
way to Kanthi from
Tamluk, a police officer
said.Noonesustainedin-
juries in the mishap at
Marishda, he said. But it
triggeredapoliticalrowas
theBJPallegedtheremay
have been "foul play" in
the accident, which the
state's ruling Trinamool
Congressdismissed. PTI

Taliban-like incidents not
result of provocation, but
a belief system: RSS leader

BRIEFLY

New Delhi
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THE COURT of Chief Judicial
Magistrate (CJM) in Nainital
has pronounced principal
AmandeepSandhu, infirmary
in-chargesisterPayalPauland
wardenRavi Kumar guilty of
criminalnegligenceinthe2014
deathofClass9studentShaan
Prajapati.
The trio has been sen-

tencedtotwo-yearjailbesides
being imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 each. Taken into cus-
tody,thetriowaslaterreleased
oninterimbail.
InNovember2014, Shaan,

astudentfromNepal,haddied
ofpneumoniaandsepticemia
whileonhiswayfromahospi-
talinHaldwanitoahighercen-
treinNoida,wherehewasde-
claredbroughtdead.
Shaan’s mother Neena

Shresthaallegedcriminalneg-
ligenceby the school authori-
tieswhofailedtoprovidehim
withpropertimelymedicalas-
sistance.Shesaidhersonwas-
n’t taken to the hospital on
November13, aswas claimed
by the school. “Whenwesaw
him in themortuary, hewas
stillinuniform.Howisthispos-
sible if hewasadmittedtothe
ICU? The hospital provides
clothes,”shesaid.
Inhercomplaint, Shrestha

also said she was first told
about her son’s illness on
November 13 around 10 am

and the principal had called
her, sayingtheywouldbetak-
inghimtoDelhifortreatment.
Shetoldpolicethatsheagreed
on the condition that hewas
transferred in an ambulance
with completemedical facili-
ties.Later,azeroFIRunderIPC
Section 304A (causing death
bynegligence)was registered
againsttheschoolinNoidaand
thecasewastransferredtothe
relevant police station in
Nainital.
Sandhuatthattimehadde-

nied all allegations, saying:
“The boy had been ill in the
past. Hehadasthma.After he
fell illonNovember11,hewas
treatedatschool.Later,wetook
him to a private hospital in
Haldwani.Thenextday,when
his vitals didn’t improve,we
decidedtotakehimtoNoida.”

Talking to The Indian
Express, advocate Harish C
Pande,who represented the
complainant in the case, con-
firmed that the trio hadbeen
convictedandsentencetotwo-
year jail in the case. On
November9, 2014, Shaanhad
reported discomfort.
According to the allegations,
the school authorities admit-
tedhimonly to the infirmary
anddidnotevencalladoctor.
Talking to The Indian

Express, Shrestha said: “This
casewillberememberedbyall
educationalinstitutionsinboth
India andNepal. Childhealth-
carewillnotbeneglectedany-
more in schools, especially
boarding schools. Hopefully,
parents now be will be in-
formedandupdatedaboutthe
healthof theirchildren...”

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
GUWAHATI, JULY1

ASSAMCHIEFMinisterHimanta
BiswaSarmahasfiledadefama-
tion case against Delhi Deputy
CMManish Sisodia for levelling
“baseless” corruption charges
against him in connectionwith
the supply of PPEkits at "higher
thanmarket rates" to National
HealthMission (NHM)authori-
ties during the firstwave of the
Covid-19pandemic,Sarma'sad-
vocatesaidonFriday.
The casehas been registered

inthecourtofchief judicialmag-
istrate, Kamrup Rural, on
ThursdayandlistedonJuly22for
initial deposition by the com-
plainant,hesaid.
The casepertains to the alle-

gation of supply of PPE kits at
“higher thanmarket rates” dur-
ingthefirstwaveofCOVID-19to
NationalHealthMission(NHM),
Assam, by JCB Industries,which
is co-owned by Sarma's wife

Riniki Bhuyan Sarma. Bhuyan
Sarma had also filed a Rs 100-
crore defamation case against
Sisodia at the courtof Civil Judge
No1ofKamrupMetropolitandis-
trictonJune21,overthesameal-
legationsmadebySisodia.
“Manish Sisodiahad levelled

corruption charges against
HimantaBiswaSarmaat apress
conference inNewDelhion June
4.Hehadspecificallyclaimedthat
NHMhadprocuredPPEkitsatin-
flated rates froma company co-
ownedbySarma'swifeduringhis
tenureasthestate'shealthminis-
ter in 2020,” Sarma's advocate
Devojit Saikia said. Saikiamain-
tainedthat theJCBIndustriesdid
notparticipateinanybidtosupply
PPEkits toNHM,Assam,nordid
itraiseanybill.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Pali Pashchim Block – Asmoli. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

2 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Manauta Block – Asmoli. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

3 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center at Shahpur Shirpuda Block – Asmoli. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

4 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center at Nyaura Block – Rajpura. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

5 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Paniwada Block – Rajpura. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

6 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center in Duptakhurd block – Rajpura. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

7 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Kareli Block – Baniyakheda. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

8 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center in Majhavali block – Baniyakheda. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

9 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center in Pathara Block – Baniyakheda. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

10 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Mau Assu Block - Baniyakheda. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

11 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Majhaula, Block – Bahjoi. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

12 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Timarpur Block - Sambhal. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

13 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center in Rajbhud, block - Sambhal. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

14 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Naglia Kamgar Block - Sambhal. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

15 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Devapur Block – Pawansa. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

16 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Raipur Block – Pawansa. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

17 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center at Hindauli Block – Pawansa. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

18 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center at Fattepur Block – Junawai. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

19 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center in Ahraula Nawazi Block – Junawai. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

20 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center at Dipangala block – Junavai. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

21 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi center in Bahalolpur block – Gunnaur. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

22 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center at Panwari Block – Gunnaur. 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

23 Sambhal Construction of Anganwadi Center at Jairamnagar Block – Gunnaur 5.66 0.12 766.00 4 Month

Office of the Executive Engineer U.P.R.E.D. Sambhal
Address:- Irrigation Colony Bahjoi, Sambhal-244410

Press Notice for Manual Tender (IIIrd Call) (short term)
Letter NO:- 225 /RED/Tender/File-65/ Bond Clerk/2022-23 dated:- 20.06.2022

The Executive Engineer, U.P.R.E.D Sambhal on behalf of Honorable Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the
percentage rate bids through manual system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP RED,
in appropriate class A, B, C and D as the case may be. the Rates floated in Bill of quantity enclosed bid document
are inclusive of all taxes except GST which will be paid extra to the contractor as per latest Government orders The
Bidder may submit bids for any or more than one works.
1. Name of as per table.

2. Date of availability/Sale of Bid document in the offices EE RED, Div- Sambhal , SE, RED, Circle Moradabad
or District Magistrate Sambhal Form :- 08.07.2022 to 13.07.2022 up to 4.00 pm.

3. Date of Pre-bids Meeting: 11.07.2022 at 11:00 am in the offices EE RED, Div- Sambhal
4. Last Date/Time for Submission of Bids in the Tender box:- 14.07.2022 time 10:00am to 12.00 Noon in the office

of the EXECUTIVE ENGINEER RURAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT DIVISION SAMBHAL,
Superintending Engineer, Rural Engineering Department, Moradabad Circle Moradabad or District Magistrate
Sambhal.

5. Date of opening of bids: 14.07.2022 at 03:00 PM
For further details please contact the employer office i.e. office of the Executive Engineer U.P.R.E.D. SAMBHAL
Address: - Irrigation Colony Bahjoi, Sambhal 244410.

Executive Engineer
Rural Engineering Department

Division Sambhal.
On behalf of Honorable Governor of UP

S.
No

Name of
District

Name of work Total
estimated

cost
(in Lakh)

Bid
security
(EMD)
in Lakh

Cost of Bid/
Stationery
document

(in Rupees)

Period of
completion
including

rainy season

UPID NO.177575 DATE 28/06/2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

SPECIAL BRANCH
POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL

NO. SB/Store/2022-25(201), Bhopal, Dated 30.06.2022
“ONLINE E-TENDER NOTICE”

E-tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of Police, Special Branch (G) M.P., Bhopal
on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal for the following item on website
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app:-

1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be exempted in any
condition & must submit online through website https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.

2. Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police (www.mppolice.gov.in)
3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website:

https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

4. Tender Schedule:

S.
No.

Name of Item(s) Qty. Tender Fees (Rs.) EMD (Rs.) Tender No.
Paid Online Through mptender.gov.in

1 Safari Suit
285

(Cloth approx 815 meter)
2,000/- 30,000/- 1st Tender

No. Tender Activity Date & Time
i Bid Submission Start Date 05.07.2022 at 1000 hrs.
ii Last date of online e-Tender submission 21.07.2022 up to 1700 hrs.
iii Bid will be opened on 22.07.2022 up to 1700 hrs.
iv Demonstration from 27.07.2022 at 1200 hrs.

Sd/-
A.I.G. of Police

Special Branch (G) M.P. Bhopal
G-14083/22 Tel. No. 0755-2443654

I ûSû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ I e °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔ ¶fWb°f ªfø Se,
MeI f »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀI ´fW³f³ff AüS A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSeÜ

SHORT PRESS NIT No.06/ (E&M)M-3/2022-2023)

Further details in this regard can be seen at http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

S.
No

Name of the Work Estimated
Cost

Tender
Proscessing
Fee (In INR)

Earnest-
Money
(In INR)

Publishing
date of
tender

Last date
and time for

tender

Completion
Period

1 Operation and minor maintenance of Gaseous Chlorination
point among various Tube wells at Palla in AC-01

Item Rate 500.00 74000.00 30.06.2022 07.07.2022
up-to 1:00 PM

150 days

2 Operation and minor maintenance of Gaseous Chlorination
point at various Ranney Wells at Palla in AC-01

Item Rate 500.00 74000.00 30.06.2022 07.07.2022
up-to 1:00 PM

150 days

3 Operation and minor maintenance of Gaseous
Chlorination point at various BPS

Item Rate 500.00 74000.00 30.06.2022 07.07.2022
up-to 1:00 PM

150 days

Sd/-
ER. GAURAV SINGH YADAV

EE (F&M) M-3

DELHI JAL BOARD
OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER M-3
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

H-BLOCK: SECTOR-15: ROHINI: DELHI-89

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 216 (2022-23)

CX0´fi0´ffUSX MÑfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f
dÕXd¸fMXZOX ´fc¯fÊ IYf»fe³f BÊX-d³fd½fQf

Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·fUe I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûa ÀfZ
d³f¸³fdÕdJ°f BÊ-d³fdUQf Qû ·ff¦fûa ¸fZa d³f²ffÊdS°f
d°fd±f I û 9:00 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fd³Âf°f I e þf°fe
W` ªfû CÀfe dQ³f 15:00 ¶fþZ JûÕe þfE¦feÜ
dUÀ°fÈ°f dUUS¯f Àf¸ff¨ffS ´f{ûa ¸fZa ´fiI fVf³f IZ
C´fS f³°f BÊ-M Z¯OS I e UZ¶fÀffBM
www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS C´fÕ¶²f
SW Z¦ff °f±ff A³¹f dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS IZ
ÀfaVfû²f³f/d°fd±f dUÀ°ffS WZ°fb d³fdUQf JbÕ³fZ I e
d°fd±f °fI Õfg¦f Afg³f I SZaÜ d³fd½fQf I û d¶f³ff
I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ d³fSÀ°f/ AÀUeI fS I S³fZ I f
Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f
SWZ¦ff:- BÊ.MXe.Àfe.-22/2022-23 d½f.´ff.£f.-
(dõ.) A»fe¦fPÞ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe.
»ffB³fûÔ IZ ½ffd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f I f¹fÊÜ A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff, dUôb°f ´ffSXZ¿f¯f ¸f¯OXÕX, ÕXfÕX
dOX¦¦fe, AÕXe¦fPÞÜ SXfáÑX dWX°f ¸fZa d¶fþÕXe
¶f¨ff¹fZa, dUôb°f ¨fûSXe IYe Àfc¨f³ff QZa -
"www.igpowerup.org" ´fÂffaIY-
1122-d½f.´ff.¸f.(A)/MXe-30 dQ³ff aIY-
01.07.2022

F.No.1/THE/DC/2021/1100-1105/DC Date: 31/05/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

Consequent to the public notice F.No.1/THE/DC/2021/689/DC dated
27-08-2021 vide which the general public as well as all the land owners
and interested parties were informed above the demarcation of land
acquired for Airport Authority of India in the Revenue Estate of village-
Shahbad Mohammad Pur. Now it is inform all concerned that demarcation
of land acquired for Airport Authority of India in the revenue estate of
village - Shahbad Mohammad Pur has already been completed and the
demarcation maps are available at the office of Tehsildar (Delhi cantt) for
the information of all land owners and interested parties. Aggrieved parties
may file their appeal under the relevant provisions of Delhi Land revenue
Act, 1954 within 30 days from the date of the publication.

NARESH CHAND DABAS
Tehsildar (Delhi Cantt.)

DIP/SHABDARTH/0179-22-23 District New Delhi.

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE/TEHSILDAR (DELHI CANTT)

EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGE BUILDING, KIRBI PLACE, DELHI CANTT DELHI.

Government of India, Department of Atomic Energy, Heavy Water Plant (Kota)
Corrigendum

EXTENSION IN DUE DATE FOR NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The due date and time for various events of tender of Tender no.-
HWPK/CIVIL/2022/414, Tender ID: 2022_HWB_695075_1 for the work
“Renovation of PC&AL, lab, Preparing office cabins in old AC plant area in south
wing of works building at HWP(K) Plant site.” are hereby extended as mentioned
here under:-

Date of availability of Tender Documents Up to 07.07.2022 (14:30 Hrs).

Last date and time of online submission of tenders 07.07.2022 (14:30 Hrs.)

Last date & Time for submission of Original EMD On or before 07.07.2022 (14:30 Hrs)

Date and time of online opening of Technical Bid) 09.07.2022 (15:00 Hrs).

NOTE:- NIT details and bid documents for all three of the above tenders can be
downloaded from the website eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for free. Other terms
and conditions are remaining same.

General Manager
For & on behalf of President of India

RATH YATRA BEGINS
Devotees throngthechariotsof Lord Jagannath,LordBalabhadraandGoddessSubhadra
duringtheannualRathYatraof Lord Jagannath, inPuri,onFriday.Thenine-dayfestival
beganinthepresenceof lakhsofdevotees,whowerenotallowedtoparticipate inthe
previoustwoyearsduetothepandemic. PTI

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY1

THE J&K High Court on Friday
said upheld a compensation of
Rs 5 lakhs to the family of Amir
Magray,aJammuyouthkilledin
a gunfight in Srinagar’s
Hyderpora in November last
year. The court said the appeal
for exhumation of the body for
"performanceof lastrights"was
"unacceptable".
The court, however, has

asked the government to allow
amaximumof 10 familymem-
bersofAmirMagray toperform
some last rituals at theWadder
Payeen Graveyard graveyard in
Handwara,wherehewasburied
by thepolice.
A division bench of Chief

JusticeJusticePankajMithaland
Justice Javed Iqbal said:
"Appellants to pay compensa-
tionofRs5.00lakhs,awardedby
theWrit Court, to respondent
no.1 is maintained. It is made
clear that the payment of said
compensation by appellants to
respondentno.1shallnotforma
precedence for future inviewof
thefactthatthesaidcompensa-
tion stands awarded to thewrit
petitioner/respondent no.1 in
viewofthepeculiarfactsandcir-
cumstancesof theinstantcase."
“Appellantstoallowrespon-

dent no.1 and his familymem-
bers (maximum10 persons) to
perform Fatiha Khawani (reli-
gious rituals/prayers after bur-
ial) of deceased at Wadder
Payeen Graveyard, on the date
and time to be decided in con-
sultationwith respondent no.1,
subjecttotakingintoaccountse-

curitymeasureswhichmay be
required tobeput inplace inas-
much as the COVID-19 guide-
lines,” reads the judgement.
Thecourt, however, refused

to allow the exhumation of
Magray'sbodyorallowhisfam-
ily to open the grave to see his
face. "Inviewofgivingupof the
reliefofexhumationof thebody
of the deceased for perform-
anceof last rituals bywrit peti-
tioner/respondent no.1 before
the Apex Court inasmuch as in
viewof uncontroverted/unop-
posedstandtakenbyappellants
before theWrit Court, that last
rites of deceased stand already
performed while burying de-
ceased at Wadder Payeen
Graveyard, the contention of
thecounsel forrespondentno.1
in fact pales into insignificance
and isnot acceptable," read the
order.
OnMay27, a singlebenchof

J&K High Court comprising of
Justice Sanjeev Kumar had di-
rected the government to ex-
hume the body of Magray and
handitovertothefamilyforbur-
ial at their local graveyard. The
decisionwas challenged by the
UTadministrationbeforeadivi-
sionbench.
Magray, a resident of

Ramban in Jammuwaskilled in
an alleged gunfight at
Hyderpora, Srinagar in
November last year.While the
bodies of two civilians - Dr
Mudasir Gul and businessman
Altaf Ahmad Bhat - were ex-
humedafterprotests fromtheir
families, police refused to ex-
humeMagray's body saying he
was amilitant. Magray's family
deniedpolice's claim.

HYDERPORAENCOUNTER

J&KHCupholds
compensation
toMagray’s kin

2014STUDENTDEATHCASE

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, JULY1

FOURPEOPLE accused of booth
capturing were issued show-
causenoticesandtoldtodeposit
Rs 5.02 lakh as the cost district
administration had to bear for
there-pollingorfacedemolition
of their illegalproperty tomake
the recovery.
The notices were issued to

the familymembers of the four
accused later identified as Ajay
Singh, Saurabh Chouhan,
RampratapaliasRajuSinghand
Dharmendra Singh on June 27,
thedayre-pollinghadtobeheld
in Pachokhara village of Bhind
district.
The first phase of polls took

place at Pachokhara for thepost
of sarpanch, panch,members of
janpad panchayat and zila pan-
chayatonJune25.Atpollingbooth
number 52, a girls schools, the
fouraccusedreportedlybargedin
and tamperedwith the votes in
theballotbox.
Requestinganonymity,asen-

ior official of Bhinddistrict said:
"All the four accused are resi-
dents of Pachokhara village and
amember of their familywas a
candidate. They belong to afflu-
entfamiliesandareoftenseenin-

fluencingvoters."
After the incident, thedistrict

administration imitatedprocess
for re-polling on June27.During
thedayof re-polling, Lahar Sub-
DivisionalMagistrate (SDM)AR
Prajapati issued show-causeno-
ticestotheabscondingaccused.
The notice said for the re-

pollingprocess,70policeofficers
andpersonnel,10pollingofficers
alongwithothers officers had to
bepostedon June26and27. For
the polling process a total of Rs
5.02lakhhadtobespent.
"Governmentwouldnothave

to bear these expenses had the
needforare-pollingnotrisen.You
are hereby asked to deposit this
sum immediately failingwhich
theillegalstructureswouldbede-
molished tomake the recovery,"
thenoticeadded.
The polling processwent on

smoothly and the four accused
were also arrestedby theendof
theday.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

Prajapati said: "All the four ac-
cusedwhere amongst thoseha-
bitualoffenderswhoweremade
to sign abondof Rs50,000with
assuranceofgoodbehaviour.This
bond has been forfeitedwhile
now thenoticeswill be apart of
court proceedingswith the ac-
cusedbeingsenttojail."

Sherwood principal, 2 others found
guilty of negligence, get 2-year jail

Booth capturing:
4 in MP asked to
pay cost for repoll

Himanta files defamation case
against Sisodia in PPE kit row

AssamCMHimantaSarma;
DelhiDyCMManishSisodia

Amid CM,
Governor spat,
Rabindra Bharati
V-C a new front

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA, JULY1

WESTBENGALGovernorJagdeep
Dhankhar has triggered a fresh
confrontationwith theMamata
Banerjee-ledTrinamoolCongress
(TMC)governmentbynamingthe
newvice-chancellorof thestate-
runRabindra Bharati University
(RBU),evenasabillreplacingthe
Governor with the CM as the
Chancellor of all state-runvarsi-
tieshasbeenawaitinghisnod.
Taking to Twitter, the

Governor announced Thursday
that he has appointed Mahua
Mukherjee, a professor in the
RBU's dance department, as its
nextV-C. “WBGuvShri Jagdeep
Dhankhar as Chancellor has ap-
pointedDr.MahuaMukherjee,
Professor, Dept. of Dance,
Rabindra Bharati University, as
ViceChancellorRabindraBharati
University in terms of section
9(1)(b) of the Rabindra Bharati
Act,1981,”hestated.
The termof the current RBU

V-C Sabyasachi Basu Roy
Choudhuryissettoendsoon.
By virtue of being the

Governor, Dhankhar is the cur-
rent Chancellor of the state-run
universities inBengal.However,
inthewakeofprotractedconflict
with the Raj Bhawan over a
rangeof issues,thestategovern-
mentrecentlydecidedtoreplace
him with CM Banerjee as the
Chancellor. In this connection,
the Assembly passed TheWest
Bengal University Laws
(Amendment)Bill,2022onJune
13. Aday later, it passed another
bill, replacing theGovernorwith
thestateeducationministerasthe
Visitorof theprivateuniversities.
SlammingDhankhar for his

latestmove, TMC leader Kunal
Ghosh said: "TheGovernor has
once again proved that he does
notbelieve indemocraticprinci-
ples...Whilehisconsentisawaited
forthebill,hehastilyannounceda
nameastheV-CofRBU..."

New Delhi



MALLICAJOSHI
SAIDPUR, JULY1

“SARKAARABitnisakhthaikiyatoh
bulldozerchalega,yacareerkharab
hoga.Yesarkaarbaahubalihai, lo-
gon ko jhukna hi padega,” says
Amit Sirohi (37), the pradhanof
Bulandshahr’s Saidpur village,
where children in almost every
homedreamofjoiningthearmed
forces,justliketheirgrandfathers,
fathersandbrothers.
The villagehas around2,000

householdsandinat least800of
these, Sirohi says, there is some-
onewhohas servedor is serving
inthearmedforces.
With the government an-

nouncing theAgnipath scheme
for defence recruitment for per-
sonnelbelowtheofficerrank,vi-
olent protests erupted in several
parts of the country. In Aligarh,
whereapoliceoutpostandvehi-
cleweretorched,hundredsofpro-
testerswerebookedandat least
nineArmycoachingcentreoper-
atorswerearrested.
Theprotestersraisedissuesof

job insecurityandnopensionaf-
ter 75% of themwill be retired.
According to the new scheme,
around45,000soldierswillbere-
cruitedannually,andonly25%of
themwillbeallowedtocontinue
foranother15yearsunderperma-
nentcommission.
For 14-year-old Shiva Sirohi,

whose grandfather and father
havebothservedintheArmy,the
newschemehasbrought forth a
lotofuncertainty.“Therewasonly
one thing I alwayswanted tobe,

and that is being a fauji. I never
thoughtofanothercareer.Irunin
themorning to build stamina...
The new scheme, however, has
shakena lotof peoplehere.Even
myparents arenot sure if all this
effort is worth it for just four
years,”hesays.
In this Jat-dominatedvillage,

families who have had several
generations serve in the armed
forcesmostly live in bungalows.
The others live in permanent
houses. There are twobanks, an
intercollegeandadegreecollege,
fiveprimaryschools,apostoffice,
asmallhospitalaswellasaveteri-
nary hospital. The villagers give
credittothearmedforcesforthis
development.
Inthemiddleofthevillageisa

ShaheedSmarakinmemoryofall
the soldiers from the areawho
diedinaction.Aplankonthetop
ofthememorialreads,“Fromthis
village,155menwenttotheGreat
War1914-1919.Of these,29gave
uptheir lives.”

“Wehavegrownupinthecul-
ture.Here everyboywants tobe
a soldier. Nowsuddenly,we are
havingsecondthoughts,”says17-
year-oldAshish,thesonofadaily
wageworker. “Armywas sup-
posed tobe the final destination
for me. I never thought that I
wouldhavetolookforanotherjob
after that.Now,whatwill Iget if I
don’tgetselectedinthe25%per-
manent commission quota? If I
havetobecomeapolicemanora
guardafterfouryears,whyshould
Inotdothatattheveryoutset?”
For the sonsof labourers and

landless farmers in the village,
most ofwhobelong to the Jatav
community, the insecurity is
higher.“Thegovernmentissaying
thatanyonewhogetsselectedwill
get at least Rs 11 lakh after four
years.CanIbuildahousewiththat
much?Buy land?No. It is easier
forlandedfarmers...Whatwillwe
do?” saysHarishKumar, 21,who
has been preparing for recruit-
mentfortwoyearsnow.

Butnoteveryoneisagainstthe
scheme.JasvirSirohi,43,seesitas
a remedy for joblessness. His
grandfatherandgreatgrandfather
werebothintheArmyandfought
warsforthecountry.“Thereareno
jobsoutthere.Fortwoyears,there
hasbeennoArmyrecruitment...
As per the scheme, at least they
will be able to come backwith
somemoneyinhandandcanstart
a small business. It is better than
nothing,” he says, evenashe ac-
knowledgedthatafterhisfather’s
death,itwashisgrandfather’spen-
sion that provided for them.His
11-year-oldsonMayankwantsto
beasoldierwhenhegrowsup.
Village elders acknowledge

that there is anger among the
youth over the scheme, but the
fear of FIRs, bulldozers and dis-
qualification fromevenapplying
for the armed forces hasmeant
that there have beenhardly any
protests.“Theyouthareangrybut
they cannot protest evenwhen
theirdreamsarebeingshattered.
BJPleadershavesaidthatoncethe
boys retire after four years, they
can become guards.Will a boy
whohas served the country for
four years behappy serving as a
guard after four years. Being se-
lected in theArmy is also about
pride,rutba...,”saysa45-year-old
whoretiredasatradesmanfrom
Army.Hissonispreparingforre-
cruitmentunderthenewscheme.

In villageof fauji dreams, second
thoughts, insecurity overAgnipath
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KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR, JULY1

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnsonhasforthefirsttimesaid
that UK national Jagtar Singh
Johal, alias Jaggi Johal, has been
“arbitrarilydetained”inaDelhijail
and that hehad, duringhis India
tripinAprilthisyear,“personally”
raised the issue with Prime
MinisterNarendraModi.
Johnson also said that the

British officials have raisedwith
the Indian government almost
100 times the issue of “Johal’s
treatment andhis right to a fair
trial” since his detention in
November 2017. The British PM
made thedisclosure ina letter to
Keir Starmer, the Labour Party
leaderandMemberofParliament
for Holborn and St Pancras, on
June21.
Johal was arrested on

November4,2017,fromJalandhar
bythePunjabPoliceforhisalleged
roleintargetedkillings,including
that of RSS leader Brigadier (re-
tired) JagdishGagneja, reported
betweenApril 2016 to October
2017.Heisyettostandtrialinany
case and is currently lodged in
Delhi’s Tihar jail. The National
Investigation Agency (NIA) is
probingeightcasesagainsthim.
“Thank you for your letter of

May31aboutJagtarSinghJohal,a

Britishnationalwhohasbeende-
tained arbitrarily in India for the
past fourandahalf years,”wrote
theBritishPM.
“Iamgratefulforyourinterest

in thismatter.Ministersandoffi-
cialsoftheGovernmenthavecon-
sistentlyraisedtheUK’sconcerns
directlywith theGovernmentof
India aboutMr Johal’s treatment
andhisrighttoafairtrial,”thelet-
terstated.
Johnson added, “We have

donesoonalmostahundredoc-
casions sinceMr Johal’s deten-
tioninNovember2017.Morere-
cently, during her visits to India
in October 2021 and March
2022, the Foreign Secretary
raised Johal’s situation with
India’s External AffairsMinister
Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.
When I visited Delhi in April, I
raised Johal’s case personally
with Prime Minister Modi as
part of a wide-ranging discus-
sionaboutbilateralandinterna-
tional affairs.”

Ministry moves to
change environment
protection law: Fine,
no imprisonment

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, JULY1

UTTARAKHANDCHIEFMinister
PushkarSinghDhami,whocom-
pleted100daysofhissecondterm
onThursday,saidhisgovernment
has done a good job during this
periodandmadeacommitment
tomakeUttarakhand the coun-
try'sbeststateby2025.
Talking to reporterswhile re-

leasing a “Vikas Pustika” (devel-
opment book) titled “100 Din
Vikas Ke, SamarpanAur Prayas
Ke” (100 days of development,
dedication and effort) on
Thursday, Dhami said although
100days is not a very long time,
but still they havemade efforts
andhavetakenmeasuredstepsin
therightdirection.
“Todaywe have completed

100days in thegovernment and
thefaithandblessingof1.25crore
peopleweare getting, is provid-
ing us a newenergy towork for
the development of the state...,”
hetweeted.
In another tweet, Dhami as-

suredthepeoplethathisgovern-
ment is determined to make
Uttarakhandthebeststate in the
countryby2025andisworkingin
thisdirectionwithdedication.

Releasing the Vikas Pustika,
Dhamisaidhisgovernment took
severalimportantdecisionsinthe
past100daysforthepeople'swel-
fare.“Inthelast100days,ifanyone
criticisedus,wedidnotminditor
tookittoheart.Ourstateisanew
state, andwhenour statewill be
25yearsoldin2025,wewantitto
be the best state in the country.
Wehaveasked thedepartments
topreparearoadmapforitandact
onit,”saidthechiefminister.
Onthedecisiontoimplement

the UniformCivil Code, he said
therewasadiscussionthatsome
peopleweregoingtowritetome
a letter onwhywe are bringing
theUCClaw.“Isaidthatbeforede-
ciding on UCC we went to the
court of respected people of
Uttarakhand.OnFebruary12,we
tookapledge that soonafter the
newgovernment is formed,we
willbringauniformlawforevery-
one.This isbecauseUttarakhand
isDevbhoomiand issurrounded
bytwointernationalborders.”

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, JULY1

The Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change
soughtfeedbackfromexpertsand
otherstakeholdersonFridayasit
proposedtodecriminalisetheex-
isting provisions of the
EnvironmentProtectionAct,1986.
Incidentally, the current EPA

provisionswillgovernthepenal-
tiesincaseof thesingle-useplas-
ticbanthatcameintoeffectFriday.
Theministryhasproposedto

replaceimprisonmentwithmon-
etarypenaltyforthe“lesssevere”
contraventionsundertheEPA,an
overarching law that supersedes
other environment laws such as
theWaterandAirAct,whichwill
alsobedecriminalised.
However,seriousviolationsof

EPAwhichleadtogrievousinjury
orlossof lifeshallbecoveredun-
der theprovisionof IndianPenal
Code.
The amendments also pro-

pose the creation of an
“EnvironmentalProtectionFund’’
inwhich the amount of penalty
willberemitted.
Anotice issued Friday stated

that feedback received by the
ministry suggesteddecriminali-
sationoftheprovisionsoftheEPA
“inorder toweedout fear of im-
prisonmentforsimpleviolations”.

Oncethefeedback,duebyJuly
27, isexamined,theministrywill
comeoutwithadraftnotification
andbeginanotherroundofobjec-
tions and suggestions from the
public.
“Inorder todecriminalise the

existing provisions of the EPA,
1986, thisministry is examining
the proposals tomake amend-
ments…basedoninputsreceived
fromvariousstakeholders,’apub-
lic notice issuedby theministry
Fridaystated.
EnactedunderArticle 253of

the Constitution, the EPA came
intoforceonNovember19,1986.
TheAct establishes “the frame-
work for studying, planning, and
implementinglong-termrequire-
ments of environmental safety
and laying down a system of
speedyandadequateresponseto
situations threatening the envi-
ronment.”
Incaseofanynon-compliance

or contravention of the current
provisions of the EPA, or of the
rules under this Act, the violator
canbepunishedwith imprison-
mentuptofiveyearsorwithafine
uptoRs1,00,000,orwithboth.
Incaseofcontinuationofsuch

violation,anadditional fineofup
toRs 5,000 for everydayduring
which such failureor contraven-
tioncontinuesaftertheconviction
for the first such contravention
canbelevied.

Johnson: Jaggi Johal
arbitrarily detained,
raised issue with Modi

Boris Johnson;
Jaggi Johal

ShaheedSmarakinSaidpurvillage.AbhinavSaha

Will make Uttarakhand
best state by 2025: Dhami

Uttarakhand
CMPushkar
SinghDhami
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PASSING STRESS TEST
NewRBI report saysassetquality, capitalpositionofbanking
systemcontinues to improve.That's somethingtobuildon

D ESPITECONCERNS,THEassetqualityof theIndianbankingsystemhascon-
tinued to improve. According to theReserveBankof India's latest financial
stabilityreport,grossnon-performingloans(GNPAs)of thebankingsystem
havedeclinedfrom7.4percentinMarch2021toasix-yearlowof5.9percent

inMarch2022.Whilepublicsectorbankscontinuetobemorestressedthanprivatebanks
—fortheformer,badloansstoodat7.6percentofadvances,whileforthelatter,thefigureis
lower at 3.7 per cent— the improvement is broadbased. Alongside, bankshave alsowit-
nessedanimprovementintheircapitalposition,withthecapitaltoriskweightedassetsra-
tiorisingto16.7percentattheendofMarch2022.Thisisgoodnews.Itisalsocomfortingthat
thecentralbank'sstresstestsindicatethatbanksarewellcapitalisedandare“capableofab-
sorbingmacroeconomicshocksevenintheabsenceofanyfurthercapitalinfusionbystake-
holders.”
Datapresentedinthereportshowsthatbankshaveseenanimprovementintheirasset

qualityacrossallmajorsectors.Badloanshavedeclinedeveninsectorssuchasengineering
goods,gemsandjewellery,andconstruction—sectorswheretheyhavebeensignificantlyel-
evatedinthepast.Andevenasfreshslippagesintothebadloancategoryhavedeclined,banks
havebeenincreasingtheirprovisioningforbadloans.Further,therestructuringofloansun-
der theresolution frameworkwasatonly1.6percentof totaladvances inDecember2021.
TheRBIreportalsoshowsthat theshareof largeborrowers inthebanks' loanportfoliohas
beendeclining, fallingto less than48percentofbankstotaladvances, indicatinga“reduc-
tion inconcentrationanddiversificationof borrowers”.Bad loansof these largeborrowers
havealsodeclinedto7.7percentof advancesat theendofMarch2022.Asaconsequence,
theirshareinbadloansofallbanksstoodat62.3percentinthesecondhalfof2021-22,much
lower than the levelswitnessed in September 2020.However, the continuous rise in the
SMA-0andSMA-1categories(loanswheretheprincipalorinterestpaymentisoverduefor
upto30daysarecharacterisedasSMA-0,whilewheretheyareduebetween31to60days
areSMA-1)requiresclosemonitoring.
Thecentralbankhasalsoconductedstressteststogaugethestrengthofbanks'balance

sheets againstmacroeconomic shocks.Under abaseline scenario, it estimates that banks'
badloansmayfallfurtherto5.3percentbyMarch2023.Ifthemacroeconomicenvironment
worsens,badloansmayriseto6.2percentinamediumstressscenario,deterioratingto8.3
percentinaseverestressscenario.However,evenundertheseverelystressedmacroeconomic
environment,theRBIdoesn'texpectthecapitalpositionofanyofthebankstofallbelowthe
minimumregulatoryrequirements.

UNDOING PROGRESS
USSupremeCourtverdictonEPAwillhobbleBiden

administration’sclimateplans,weakenregulatorybodies

O NTHURSDAY,THESupremeCourtoftheUnitedStates(SCOTUS)dealtablow
toPresidentJoeBiden'sclimateagendabywateringdownthepowersof the
country's Environmental ProtectionAgency (EPA). In its6-3verdict inWest
Virginiav theUSEnvironmentalProtectionAgency, thecourt sidedwith19

Republican-ruled states andcoal industry representativeswhoargued that the regulatory
bodydidnot have themandate to limit emissions across the country. Chief Justice John J
RobertsJr,writingforthemajority,didsaythat“cappingcarbondioxideemissions...maybe
asensiblesolutiontothecrisisof theday.”However,byruling thatCongress—andnot the
EPA— is the agencybest equipped tomake rules for thepurpose, Roberts virtually over-
turneda2007judgment inwhichtheSCOTUShadaffirmedtheregulatoryagency'semis-
sions reduction-relatedpowers, enshrined in the country's CleanAirAct. The chief justice
camedownhardonlandmarklegislationthathasshapedUSenvironmentalregulationsfor
morethanhalfacentury.“Alawwrittenin1970neverallowedtheEPAtoforceelectricutil-
itiestoswitchfromcoaltorenewableformsofgeneration,”hesaid.
Bidenassumedoffice last yearwith a farmoreprogressive globalwarmingmitigation

agendathananyofhispredecessors.HestartedwellbyreversingDonaldTrump'smoveto
pull theUSawayfromtheParisClimatePact.TheEPAunderBidenhasundonesomeof the
Trump-era environmental rollbacks. But the coal-richWestVirginia lobby, ledbyBiden's
partycolleagueJoeManchin,hasstalledthePresident's$555billioncleanenergyprojectin
theSenate.AndRepublicanscepticismhasheldupCongressionalapprovalof severalofhis
decarbonisationprojects, forcing theWhiteHouse touse theDefenseProductionAct—a
ColdWar-eralaw—toincentivisegreentechnologiessuchasstate-of-the-artsolarpanels.But
theBidenadministration'sattemptstouseexecutivepowertofurtherenvironmentalgoals
mightcomeacropperafterThursday'sverdict.
Thecourt'sinsistenceonCongressionalauthorisationwilllimitthepowersofregulatory

bodies,includingthosedealingwithfoodsafetyorconsumerprotection.Itcontinuesarecent
trend:Duringthepandemic, forinstance,theSCOTUSknockeddownamoratoriumissued
bytheCenters forDiseaseControlandPreventionontheevictionof tenantswhocouldnot
paytheirrent. IthadalsoruledthattheOccupationalSafetyandHealthAdministrationdid
nothavethemandatetoasklargeemployerstohavetheirworkersvaccinatedorundergofre-
quenttesting.MuchliketheverdictlastweekthatreversedthelandmarkRoevWadejudg-
ment,thedirectivetoenfeebletheEPAmarksaregressivemomentinSCOTUS'shistory.

HIS GOLDEN ARM
NeerajChopra'sconsistencyandambitionhaveshownthat

theOlympicgoldwasnoflash in thepan

T RACKANDFIELD tragics and thosewho fell in lovewith javelin throwsince
NeerajChopramadehistoryattheTokyoOlympicsnearlyayearagohavebeen
keenlywatching the24-year-oldwith floppyhair, a trademark tumble anda
goldenarm. Insteadof sittingonhis laurels,Choprahasgone fromstrength to

strength by breaking the national record twice lastmonthwith two89mplus throws.
Thursdaynight's89.94minthefirstroundattheprestigiousDiamondLeagueinStockholm
hadeveryoneon theedgeof their seats in anticipationof him touching90m.Choprahas
shownhisOlympic goldwasno flash in thepan.His consistency in an injury-prone sport
makesitworthtravellinghundredsofmilestowatchhimlive.Inhisfirstthreecompetitions
thisseason,Choprahasthrownover85mineightofhis10legalthrows,whichisakintoan
Indianregularlyrunningsub-10secondsinthe100m.
Chopraisarareathletewithacalmheadandnosignsoffrayingnervesonbigoccasions.

At theOlympicGames, heoutclassed the97mthrower,Germany's JohannesVetter. This
yearChoprahastheupperhandgoingtotheWorldChampionshipsinEugeneinthreeweeks'
timeafterbetteringthedefendingworldchampionAndersonPetersofGrenadatwiceand
onlynarrowlybeingedgedoutthethirdtime.Chopraallayedfearsofthosewhothoughthe
wouldstruggletogetbackinshapeaftertwomonthsof felicitationsaroundthecountryaf-
terthegoldinTokyo.
If Chopraalsobecomesaworldchampion, itwillmarkthe first timeanymalehasheld

bothtitlessimultaneouslysinceNorway'sAndreasThorkildsenwaybackin2009.Thorkildsen
followedinthefootstepsofthelegendaryCzechJan elezný,athreetimeOlympicchampion.
ThegoodnewsisChopraisprimedfora90mthrowandanotherpodiumfinish.

AntónioGuterres

ForDevendraFadnavis,Maharashtradramadidn'tend
thewayitwassupposedto.Therebyhangsatale

A RENEWABLES REVOLUTION
Asweweanourselvesoff fossil fuels, benefitswill bevast, andnot just to theclimate

AS THE BJP'S top leadership gathers in
Hyderabad for its national executive, it will
have onemore trophy to display on itswall:
ThestateofMaharashtra.Eventhoughformer
ChiefMinisterDevendraFadnavisplayedakey
roleinhuntingdownovertwo-thirdsofSena
cubs fromtheThackerayden,hemaynotbe
strikinghappyposesintheaftermath.For,he
hasbeendeprivedyet again, this timeof the
covetedprizeofchiefministership.Inadayof
dramaticdevelopments,therealsurprisewas
nottheBJP'schoiceofchiefministerialcandi-
date, Shiv Sena defector Eknath Shinde, but
the public snub to Fadnavis, the BJP's tallest
leader inMaharashtra. The clearly avoidable
rebuffunder fullmediaglarehastheBJP's, to
usetheirnewcatchphrase,ecosystem,rattled,
while leaving the overall political establish-
mentbaffled.
Beforewedigdeeperinthepresentpolit-

icalminefield,revisitingthestate’srecentelec-
toralhistorywillhelpusunderstandtheongo-
inghigh-stakesbattle.
Itwas in 2019 that the BJP's central lead-

ershipfirstappearedcoldtoFadnavis’sefforts
toplacatetheShivSena,withwhomithadan
alliance,aftertheBJPfellshortofamajorityto
formthegovernmentonitsown. In the288-
memberHouse,theBJPunderFadnavis’slead-
ership had bagged 105 seatswhile the Sena
had56. Thecombineeasily crossed thehalf-
waymark of 144.However, the Sena’s claim
on chiefministership becamea contentious
issue,which eventually scuttled the saffron
alliance’schancetoretainpower.TheSena,in-
terestingly,atnopointlookedunmanageable.
AcallortwofromPMNarendraModiorAmit
Shahwould have been enough to placate
UddhavThackeray.Butitnevercame,evenas
theBJPleadershipwasseentakingeverypos-
siblesteptoretainHaryanathatwenttopolls
alongwithMaharashtra.
TheBJP'sreluctancewasstrikingvis-a-vis

its efforts to grabHaryana that sends just a
dozenMPs to Parliament, while ignoring
Maharashtrathathasfourtimesthenumber
ofparliamentaryseatsofHaryana.Itwasinex-
plicable that theBJP's central leadershipwas
seenengagingmuchsmallerparties,eventry-

ingtowinovernewalliesinthenorthernstate
andatthesamepayingnoheedtoits30-year
partnerinMaharashtraandattheCentre.That
was the firstvisible sign thatallwasnotwell
betweenFadnavis and theBJP's topduo. But
whywouldtheBJPrisk losingMaharashtra?
The answer to this question is directly

linkedto thisweek’sdevelopments.Besides,
italsounderlineshowthecentralleaderships
of national parties, be it the Congress or BJP,
viewleadersfromMaharashtra.
First, about the Sena-BJP tussle. TheBJP's

strained relationshipwith theSenaafter the
former developed its home-grownHindu
HridaySamratisnosecret.TillNarendraModi
arrived on the scene, Shiv Sena founder Bal
Thackeraywas seen to be theHindu heart-
throb.HiscordialrelationswiththeBJP'sAtal
BihariVajpayeeandLalKrishnaAdvanihelped
bothparties stay together forwellover three
decades.However,aftertheriseofModi-Shah,
theBJPbecamemoreandmoreunwilling to
accommodate any other partner in its
Hindutva space. This resulted in friction be-
tweenthe twosaffronsiblings. Suchwas the
BJP's zeal to eliminate anyone sharing its
Hindutva plank that it had no inhibition in
showingwillingnesseventoforgeatrucewith
theNCPtodeprivetheSena.Withthisinmind,
the BJP's central leaderswanted Fadnavis to
gosolointhe2019assemblyelections.
In turn, itwas Fadnavis’smistake not to

take the cue from theCentrewhile insisting
onapre-pollalliancewiththeShivSena.The
Uddhav Thackeray-led outfit was a bigger
critic for the Fadnavis government than the
Opposition. The Sena’s politics of having the
cakeandeating it toohad theBJP leadership
enraged.Still,duetoFadnavis’sinsistenceand
the RSS'swish to avoid a division of Hindu
votes,bothpartieswenttopollstogetheronly
tobecomeeachother’sfoeinthepost-pollsce-
nario.TheSena,citingthe50-50power-shar-
ing agreementwith the BJP, staked its claim
on chief ministership,which the latterwas
unwilling topartwith.Thuscameintobeing
the three-party alliance inNovember 2019
wherein the Shiv Sena, Nationalist Congress
PartyandCongresscametogethertokeepthe

BJPaway.SincethentheunforgivingBJPwas
waitingtosettlescoreswithitsformerpartner
andpunishtheThackerays.
It did exactly that by installing Eknath

Shinde,aveteranfromtheThackeraycourt,in
thechiefminister’schair.Andwhiledoingsoit
snubbed its ownman, Fadnavis, for his deci-
siontogowiththeSenainthe2019elections.
Intheprocess,italsosentamessagedownthe
linenottotakeanypositionforgranted.Forthe
lasttwo-and-halfyears,Fadnavishadbecome
thefaceof thestateBJPandwasonamission
to dislodge the three-party alliance govern-
ment.Heandeveryonearoundhimassumed
Fadnaviswould be chief minister once the
UddhavThackeray-ledgovernmentwastop-
pled. Itwas,however,nottobe.
Politically, too, it suits the BJP to have

Shinde, aMaratha, as the face of its alliance
government instead of Fadnavis, a Brahmin.
Fadnavis’s government had to faceMaratha
wrath and it was believed that the Sharad
Pawar-ledNCPwasinstigatingthepolitically
dominant community. Shinde’s rise, the BJP
thinks,willneutralisetheNCP.Besides, itwill
bemuch easier for the BJP to beat the Shiv
Senawithoneof theirown.This is theeasily
visiblepoliticaloptics.
Butthere’smuchmorethanmeetstheeye.

CapableandpromisingMarathi leaders,beit
intheCongressorintheBJP,havealwayshad
theirwingsclippedthemomenttheytriedto
become “national”. In the Seventies, it was
YashwantraoChavanwhowasnotonlyside-
linedbut humiliated by IndiraGandhi. Later
it was Sharad Pawar with whom the
Congress’sfirstfamilyhaduncomfortableties
whicheventuallyforcedhimtoquittheparty.
AndnowFadnavis faces the same fate. If the
politicalgrapevineistobetrusted,Fadnavisis
paying theprice for someof his overzealous
supporters’mistakeofcoiningasloganahead
of the 2019 elections: “Devendra after
Narendra”.
For theMarathimanoos,Delhi continues

tobedoor (faraway), asFadnaviswouldhave
realisedbynow.

Thewriter iseditor,Loksatta

NEROWASfamouslyaccusedoffiddlingwhile
Romeburned.Today, some leadersaredoing
worse. They are throwing fuel on the fire.
Literally. As the fallout of Russia’s invasionof
Ukraineripplesacrosstheglobe,theresponse
of somenations to thegrowingenergy crisis
hasbeentodoubledownonfossilfuels,pour-
ingbillionsmoredollars into thecoal, oil and
gasthataredeepeningtheclimateemergency.
Meanwhile,allclimateindicatorscontinue

tobreak records, forecasting a futureof fero-
cious storms, floods, droughts,wildfires and
unlivabletemperaturesinvastswathesofthe
planet.Fossilfuelsarenottheanswer,norwill
they ever be.Wecan see thedamageweare
doingtotheplanetandoursocieties.
Fossilfuelsarethecauseoftheclimatecri-

sis. Renewable energy can limit climate dis-
ruptionandboostenergysecurity.Renewables
arethepeaceplanof the21stcentury.Butthe
battle fora rapidand justenergy transition is
notbeingfoughtonalevel field. Investorsare
stillbackingfossilfuels,andgovernmentsstill
handoutbillions in subsidies for coal, oil and
gas—about$11millioneveryminute.
There is aword for favouring short-term

relief over long-termwell-being—addiction.
Weareaddictedtofossilfuels.Forthehealthof
oursocietiesandplanet,weneedtoquit.The
onlytruepathtoenergysecurity,stablepower
prices, prosperity and a livable planet lies in
abandoningpollutingfossilfuelsandacceler-
atingtherenewables-basedenergytransition.
To that end, I have calledonG20govern-

mentstodismantlecoalinfrastructure,witha
fullphase-outby2030forOECDcountriesand

2040 for all others. I haveurged financial ac-
tors to abandon fossil fuel finance and invest
in renewable energy. And I haveproposed a
five-point plan to boost renewable energy
aroundtheworld.
First, wemustmake renewable energy

technology a global public good, including
removing intellectual property barriers to
technology transfer. Second, wemust im-
prove global access to supply chains for re-
newable energy technologies, components
and rawmaterials. In 2020, the world in-
stalled fivegigawattsof battery storage.We
need 600 gigawatts of storage capacity by
2030. Clearly, we need a global coalition to
get there. Shippingbottlenecksandsupply-
chainconstraints, aswell ashigher costs for
lithium and other batterymetals, are hurt-
ingthedeploymentofsuchtechnologiesand
materials.
Third,wemustcuttheredtapethatholds

upsolarandwindprojects.Weneedfast-track
approvalsandmoreefforttomoderniseelec-
tricity grids. Fourth, theworldmust shift en-
ergysubsidies fromfossil fuels toprotectvul-
nerablepeoplefromenergyshocksandinvest
inajusttransitiontoasustainablefuture.And
fifth,weneedtotripleinvestmentsinrenew-
ables.Thisincludesmultilateraldevelopment
banks anddevelopment finance institutions,
aswellascommercialbanks.
We needmore urgency from all global

leaders.Wearealreadyperilouslyclosetohit-
ting the1.5°C limit that science tells us is the
maximumlevelofwarmingtoavoidtheworst
climate impacts.Wemust reduce emissions

by 45 per cent by 2030 and reach net-zero
emissions bymid-century. But current na-
tionalcommitmentswillleadtoanincreaseof
almost14percentthisdecade.Thatspellsca-
tastrophe.
Theanswerliesinrenewables—forclimate

action, energy security, andproviding clean
electricitytothehundredsofmillionsofpeo-
plewhocurrentlylackit.
Thereisnoexcuseforanyonetorejectare-

newablesrevolution.Whileoilandgasprices
have reached recordprice levels, renewables
aregettingcheaperallthetime.Thecostofso-
larenergyandbatterieshasplummeted85per
cent over the past decade. The cost of wind
power fell by55per cent. And investment in
renewablescreatesthreetimesmorejobsthan
fossil fuels.
Ofcourse,renewablesarenottheonlyan-

swertotheclimatecrisis.Nature-basedsolu-
tions,suchasreversingdeforestationandland
degradation,areessential.Sotooareeffortsto
promoteenergyefficiency.Butarapidrenew-
ableenergytransitionmustbeourambition.
Asweweanourselves off fossil fuels, the

benefitswillbevast,andnotjusttotheclimate.
Energy priceswill be lower andmore pre-
dictable,withpositiveknock-oneffectsforfood
andeconomic security.Whenenergyprices
rise, sodo the costs of foodandall the goods
we rely on. So, let us all agree that a rapid re-
newablesrevolutionisnecessaryandstopfid-
dlingwhileourfutureburns.

ThewriterisSecretary-Generalof
theUnitedNations

Fadnavis’s mistake was not
to take the cue from the
Centre while insisting on a
pre-poll alliance with the
Shiv Sena. The Uddhav
Thackeray-led outfit was a
bigger critic for the Fadnavis
government than the
Opposition. The Sena’s
politics of having the cake
and eating it too had the BJP
leadership enraged. Still, due
to Fadnavis’s insistence and
the RSS's wish to avoid a
division of Hindu votes,
both parties went to polls
together only to become each
other’s foe in the post-poll
scenario. The Sena, citing the
50-50 power-sharing
agreement with the BJP,
staked its claim on chief
ministership, which the
latter was unwilling to part
with.

We need more urgency from
all global leaders. We are
already perilously close to
hitting the 1.5°C limit that
science tells us is the
maximum level of warming
to avoid the worst climate
impacts. We must reduce
emissions by 45 per cent by
2030 and reach net-zero
emissions by mid-century.
But current national
commitments will lead to an
increase of almost 14 per cent
this decade. That spells
catastrophe.
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The truth is that all having power ought to
bemistrusted.

— JAMES MADISONTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ALITALIA HIJACKING
THESRILANKANdrugtraffickerwhohijacked
anAlitaliajumbojetapparentlyusingfakedy-
namitereturnedtohisnativelandafreeman.
Sepala Ekanayaka had his passport confis-
catedbut plans to arrest himwere scrapped
after the Sri Lankan government decided to
honourthedealstruckwithThaiauthorities.
The 33-year-old was allowed to enter the
countrywith$300,000inransom hereceived
afterreleasing259hostagesinBangkok.

BORROWING LIMITS
THE CENTRE HAS, for all intents and pur-

poses, stopped the system of states' over-
drafts with the RBI. Overdrafts will be al-
lowed only in exceptional cases when the
UnionFinanceMinistryandtheRBIare con-
vincedthatthereisagenuinegroundforgiv-
ing suchaccommodation. Thedecisionwas
announced by Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee.Mukherjee said that if, even af-
terthesearrangementshadcomeintoeffect
from July 1, any state still ran into an unau-
thorised overdraft, the RBIwould stop pay-
ments to thestategovernment.

POWER SHORTAGES
THEPLANNINGCOMMISSIONanticipatesa

huge shortfall of about 5,000MWcapacity
in thepoweroutput target at the endof the
SixthPlandespiteefforts to increase invest-
ment in thepower sectorunder the revised
20-pointprogramme.Stating this, Planning
Minister S B Chavan told the consultative
committee attached to hisministry that in
the first three years of the Plan, only 7,480
MWcapacitywas expected to be achieved
against the target of 19,686MWby the end
ofthePlan.Themajorfactorscontributingto
the huge slippages are delay in supplies of
plantequipment,weakprojectmanagement
in somestate electricity boards, shortageof
cement and steel and a shortfall in flow of
funds to theSEBs.
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Win and lose

GirishKuber
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Living with the virus' is proving hard for many. This fight is far from over, and
learning how to pull this off is an active process requiring considerable effort,
intervention and ingenuity.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

During the pandemic, the
RBI activated other segments
of financial markets to keep
the lifeblood of finance
flowing as muted demand
and heightened risk aversion
broke down the traditional
credit channel of policy
transmission. Given that
elevated inflation concerns
precluded the possibility of
any further repo rate cuts
(cumulatively reduced by 250
basis points since February
2019), financial conditions
were eased substantially by
reducing the reverse repo rate,
which lowered the floor rate
of interest in the economy.

MYGRANDFATHER, BALRAM Jakhar,was
amongstthepioneersofcitrusplantationin
NorthIndiainthemid-1950s.In1972,when
hefirstbecameamemberofPunjab’slegisla-
tiveassembly,hehadpromisedtotransform
thebleaknear-arid, barren sanddunes into
California. As his days came to a close, he
lovedtotalkofthepromiseandsimilaritiesof
themuch-diversified farming in the area,
when asked about it. We farm in village
Maujgarh, in the Khuian Sarwar block of
Fazilkadistrict inPunjab.
Intheblock,ofthe1,50,000acresof land,

about37,000acresareunderperennial kin-
nowcitrusplantations,whileanother5,000
acres are cultivated forother fruits andveg-
etables. Approximately 1,00,000 acres of
wheatisgrownintherabiseasonand75,000
acresof cottonand28,000acresof paddy in
thekharifseason,probablymakingitamongst
themostdiversifiedagricultural landscapes
inPunjab.Yet,thisregioniscryingforanother
transformativevision, confrontedas it is by
the spectre of climate change. The lessons
fromthis one speckof India,wheremyson
and I farm, surrounded on three sides by
Rajasthan,HaryanaandPakistan,aremassive
andfrighteningtothosewhocaretoknow.
Comeextremewinter,theflakyicecoat-

ingonthetopofplantsprovidesalovelysight
for city folks. It spells doom for farmers be-
causethatprettycoatof ice is frostandit lit-
erallyburnstheplantswhereitforms.Bythe
timetheJanuaryfrostset inthisyear,40per
centoflastyear’skinnowcrophadbeenhar-
vestedandsold.Theremainingfruitsuffered
fromafrostattack,moreviciousthaneverbe-
fore. About 20per cent of the fruitwas de-
stroyed in aweekandofwhatever did sur-
vive, the damaged fruit needed to be
harvested immediately, for it too started to
deterioratefast.
Inmid-January,farmerswouldnormally

havehadanothertwomonthsoftheharvest-
ingwindow tillmid-March. But the frost
shortened the harvesting season to one
month. Further, the quality of the fruit had
deterioratedtothepointwhere its shelf-life
was reduced to a few days. This double
whammymeant that thekinnowcouldnot
betransportedtothetraditionalfar-offmar-
ketsofsouthIndia.Thus,geographically,the
marketforthekinnowwasreducedtoUttar
Pradesh. As a result, therewas a glut of the
fruit in themarket. Consequently, the farm-
gateprice—whichhadinitiallybeenhover-
ingatahistoricalhighofoverRs23perkg—
fellbyoverhalf,amountingtoalossofoverRs
300croretothefarmersofjustoneadminis-
trativeblockinIndia.
Having comeoutof aparticularlyharsh

winterwith the long spell of January frost
devastatinghopesandthecitruscrop,thefirst
weekofMarchbroughthope for anewbe-
ginning inthespring.Thetensof thousands

ofcitrusorchardsprovidedamagicalsight—
treeswithmillionsof sweet-smellingwhite
flowers and ripeningwheat fields turninga
goldenhue, ready for harvest inApril. But,
withinafortnight,inthethirdweekofMarch,
anunexpected blistering heatwave set off
uncertainty,gnawingateveryfarmer’smind.
Itwasnotunusuallyhot but itwasparticu-
larlyhot forMarch. The farmer'sworldwas
comingundone—wheatkernelswouldnot
fully ripenand thecitrus flowerswouldnot
mature into fruit. Sure enough, thewheat
yield plummetedover 20per cent and the
losstofarmersgrowingwheatwasaboutRs
100crore.Allthecropsgotimpacted,andhalf
thecitruscropwaslost.Evenbythemostcon-
servative kinnowprice of 13 /Kg, approxi-
mately Rs 300 croreworth of kinnowcrop
was again destroyed. The resilience of the
farmershasreachedabreakingpoint.
My father,who has been living on the

farmfor80years,doesnotrecollectsuffering
two extreme events within 60 days.
Agriculturally,the49villagesoftheblockare
amongsttheleastpronetoriskastheyreceive
anassured supply of canalwater for irriga-
tion. In livingmemory, the area has never
beenwrecked by natural calamities like
floods,cyclones,droughtorearthquakes.But,
withaslightvariationintemperatures,itsuf-
fereda loss of aboutRs700crore. Everyone
lostoutintheprocess—includingfarmwork-
ers,smallshopkeepers,tailors,etc—notjust
the farmers. The economywasdevastated.
Children’sweddingsarebeingpostponedat
oneendandmedicaloperationsfortheeld-
erlyattheother.Letthatsinkinforamoment.
Climatechangeisnotadistantnightmare

thatwillunfoldwhentheearthcrossesasta-
tistical thresholdof no returnof 1.5°celsius.
Wearelivinginaneraofafast-changingcli-
mate,butjustdonotgraspitfullyenoughto
be scared. Generations of knowledgewere
notenoughtoprepareusfortheclimatecri-
sis in the village. Indeed,muchofwhatwe
havebeen taught over the last fewgenera-
tionswill need tobeunlearnt. This yearhas
beena rudeawakening.Newknowledge to
confrontthebillionsofexcruciatinginterde-
pendencies of climate change challenges
needstobecollatedandtestedinthefields.
MartinWolfrecentlywrote:“...giventhe

immensepolitical andorganisational chal-
lenges, the chances thathumanitywill pre-
ventdamagingclimatechangeareslim.”For
allpracticalpurposes,Iamconvincedthatir-
respectiveofwhatwedoinIndia—whichis
precious little anyway— theprocess of cli-
matechangeisirreversible.Theterrifyingas-
pect is that in India, not only areweuncon-
cerned about preparing for the inevitable
(2-degreeCelsius rise in50years),wehave
absolutelynoclueabouthoweventswillun-
foldandimpactus.Thereseemstobenosub-
stantivepolicy for preparation as the coun-
tryentersadarkzoneofpoliticalbankruptcy,
bureaucraticstagnation,publicignoranceand
corporate trickery of garnering climate
changeincentives.Wedon’tchoosethetimes
welivein,theonlychoicewehaveishowwe
respond to the circumstances. Andwe are
failingmiserably at it. Ourworst nightmare
isyettoappearinourdreams.

Jakharischairman,BharatKrishakSamaj

SEVERALARTICLES PUBLISHEDof late have
been uncharacteristically harsh about the
RBI's inflationmanagement.Writing anepi-
taphforsucharticles remindsmeof a recent
interaction with RBI Deputy Governor
MichaelPatraatanevent inDelhi.Whenthe
DGwas specifically asked about howmuch
interest rateswill rise, he recalled the tale of
Albert Einstein landing in heaven.When
Einsteinwasintroducedtopeopleacrossthe
stratawithveryhighandverylowIQs,hesaid
that hewill discuss interest rates onlywith
personswiththelowest IQs!
Recently Arvind Subramanian and Josh

Felmanhaveasserted that theRBIhasbeen
missingtheinflationtargetsince2019bynot
raisingrates('TheRBI'smisdiagnosis', IE,June
15).Interestingly,Subramanian,whilehewas
the Chief Economic Adviser, had taken the
opposite position by arguing for rate cuts
from the RBI. In the Economic Survey, he
strongly argued formore fiscal dominance
by stating that the RBIwas holding signifi-
cant excess reserves that could be given to
thegovernment.
Inflationhasbeenlargelytheresultofsup-

plysideshocksfromvegetableprices,caused
by crop damages due to unseasonal rains
(tomato, onion andpotato) in late 2019 and
widespreadsupply-sidedisruptionsafterthe
outbreakofthepandemic.Anarrow-minded
focus on inflation caused by supply shocks
would have constrained theMPC fromsup-
porting growth amidst the unprecedented
lossoflifeandlivelihood.Therefore,itwasnec-
essary toprovidea lifelinetotheeconomyat
thatjuncturebyfocusingontherecovery.The
MPCshiftedtopolicytighteningtocontrolin-
flationwhengrowthimpulsesbecamemore
definitive and entrenched across sectors.
Moreover,thewidetolerancebandof200bps
+/- in the inflation targeting frameworkwas
specifically designed to accommodate such
supplyshocks,whichprovidedtheflexibility
intheflexibletargeting(FIT)framework(Patra
andBhattacharyya,2022).Incontrasttoapure
inflationtargeting framework(inflationnut-
ters),theamendedmandateoftheRBIunder
FITreadsas“pricestability,takingintoaccount
theobjectiveof growth”. Therefore, theMPC
wasjustifiedinlookingthroughthehigherin-
flationprintduringthepandemicwhiletrying
toresurrectgrowth.Anditworked.
Rajeswari Sengupta ('WhatMPC says,

what RBI does', IE, June 22) has raised some
contradictionsbetweentheGovernor’sstate-
ment(GS)andtheMPCresolution.
First, theMPChighlighted inflation con-

cerns andvoted to raise thepolicy repo rate.
However, as per Sengupta, the governor’s
statementof thesamedaynotedthattheRBI
willensureanorderlycompletionofthegov-
ernment’s borrowing programme. This, ac-
cordingtoSengupta,createdconfusionaslow-
eringinflationandloweringgovernmentbond
yieldsarecontradictoryobjectives.Thisjusti-
fication is redundant as an orderly comple-
tion of the borrowing programmedoes not
implyloweringyields.Itbasicallyensuresthat

the borrowing programme is completed
seamlesslyatlowcosts(ensuredthroughauc-
tions). The bids in auctions are based on the
prevailingmacroeconomicandfinancialcon-
ditions. TheRBIonlyensures costminimisa-
tion among the bids, given that it's the debt
manager of the government by statute.
Moreover,fromatheoreticalperspective,this
is not inconsistent because controlling infla-
tionandloweringinflationexpectationsbodes
well for the term premia of bond yields —
whichmoderate once expectations are an-
chored.Therefore, if inflationisreinedin, the
governmentstands togain in termsof lower
interestcosts.
Second, as per Sengupta, theMPC kept

reporatesunchangedwhiletheRBIchanged
the reverse repo rate during the pandemic,
meaning that the fixedwidthof thecorridor
waslostandtheMPClostitsroleinsettingin-
terestratesandso, itscredibility.
This argument does not stand scrutiny.

Duringthepandemic,thepolicyreporatewas
cumulatively reduced by anunprecedented
115bpsandtheinterestrateontheovernight
fixed-ratereverserepowasreducedcumula-
tively by 155 bps. These dissimilar adjust-
mentsrenderedthepolicyinterestratecorri-
dor asymmetricwith adownwardbias. This
measurewasnot incongruouswithcontem-
porarywisdomasanasymmetriccorridorhas
beenjustified,particularlyduringcrisistimes
(Goodhart,2010). Itmaybenotedthatunder
normal circumstances, the reverse repo rate
andthemarginalstandingfacility (MSF)rate
aremechanistically linked to thepolicy repo
rate by a fixed identicalmargin. Hence, any
changesinthepolicyrateautomatically,sym-
metrically adjusts the entire corridor (with-
outchangingitswidth).
During the pandemic, the RBI activated

other segments of financialmarkets to keep
thelifebloodof financeflowingasmutedde-
mand and heightened risk aversion broke
downthetraditionalcreditchannelofpolicy
transmission. Given that elevated inflation

concernsprecludedthepossibilityofanyfur-
ther reporatecuts (cumulatively reducedby
250basispointssinceFebruary2019), finan-
cialconditionswereeasedsubstantiallybyre-
ducing the reverse repo rate,which lowered
the floor rate of interest in the economy.
Analogoustoalmostall centralbanksduring
the pandemic, the operating target thus
alignedwiththelowerboundof thecorridor
insteadofbeinginthemiddle.Sincetheman-
dateoftheMPCistocontrolinflationforwhich
thepolicyinstrumentisthereporate,theRBI
hadused the LAF throughchanges in the re-
verse repo rate to alter liquidity conditions.
Theintentwastoreactivatethecreditchannel
byencouragingbanks toexploreopportuni-
ties forextendingcredit.
Wemust remember that inflation-tar-

getingcountries, becauseof their sole focus
on inflation, experience lower inflation
volatilitybuthigheroutputvolatility.Higher
outputvolatilityentailsahighersacrificera-
tio— the proportion of output foregone for
lowering inflation. For an emerging econ-
omy, the costs of higher output foregone
against the benefits of lower inflationmust
alwaysbebalancedaspotentialoutputkeeps
onchanginggiventheshiftoftheproduction
function.Developedcountries, on theother
hand,operatenearfullemployment—there-
fore, sacrifice ratios are lower. As a result,
smootheninginflationvolatility isrelatively
costless for them.
The RBI has innovated admirably under

its current stewards during the pandemic,
keepinginmindthetaskofreinvigoratingthe
economy. Despite the existing targeting
framework, it did not get fixated on a one-
pointagenda,daringtolookbeyondtheinfla-
tionprint.HadtheRBI followedtheadviceof
itscriticsbystickingtotextbooks,perhapsthe
Indianeconomywouldhavebeen inaquag-
miretoday.

ThewriterisGroupChiefEconomic
Advisor,StateBankofIndia.Viewsarepersonal

A farmer’s tryst
with climate change

A FEEBLE DEFENSE
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Fiveyears
stronger' (IE, July1). TheFinancemin-
ister cleverlybypasses themanycon-
cerns raised about GST by the states
recently, and only indulges on the
rhetoric.Certainly,GST isgood,butnot
perfect. The flawssheshouldhavead-
dressedat thepolicy level -- thedelay
in ITC, the disproportionate gulf be-
tween the quantum of direct and in-
direct tax collection, the non-inclu-
sionof fuelandthemisuseof thesame
for political gains – saw nomention.
Most states have BJP-ruled govern-
ments and so their compliance can't
bereadasan“all iswell” sign. Indirect
taxesareregressiveandtheirconstant
increasemaybeback-breaking for the
middleandlower-incomegroups.The
whip of inflation is already flailing
their skins. Instead of harping on the
positives, the follies must be ad-
dressed at the earliest.

AbhishekKumarAnshu,Patna

MASTERSTROKE
THISREFERSTO theeditorial, 'Shinde
& Deputy' (IE, July 1). The turn of
events in Maharashtra raised more
than a few eyebrows. But with this
move, BJP has played its cards just
right.AppointingEknathShindeas the
CMruledoutanypossibilityofhis fac-
tion of Sena leaders going back to
Uddhav Thackeray, and has pushed
theThackerays intoa fight forsurvival.

BalGovind,Noida

THISREFERSTO theeditorial, ‘Shinde
& Deputy’ (IE, July 1). The successful
rebellion inShivSenahasculminated
in Shinde’s anointment as chief min-
ister of Maharashtra. BJP may have
tried to distance itself from the un-
folding drama of the past fewweeks,
but it is a given that the saffron party
was themain force behind themulti-
plying numbers and the oozing con-
fidence of the Shinde camp. With a
Shiv Sainik heading the government,
the Thackerays' hold on their dwin-
dling loyalists may erode further,
weakening the party all the more.
Though it’s not in the driver's seat, it
is now the BJP that calls the shots in
the state.

Vijai Pant,Hempur

WHAT WE NEED
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'The
nagging deficit' (IE,1 July). The grow-
ing number of persons joiningMGN-
REGA, though indicative of a paucity
of jobs in the rural sector, is also a re-
flection of the succour that such
schemes provide to the poor in times
of distress.We need similar schemes
for the urban sector as well, where,
too, unemployment is high. Schemes
like thesearerequiredbecause India's
unemployment is at an all time high.
Theywillhelpquell thegrowing frus-
tration of the country's youth bypro-
viding some relief, however small.

Hemant Contractor, Pune

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

DISRESPECT IS ANunfortunate human trait
andparticularlywhenitisexpressedtowards
the gods and faiths of fellowhumanbeings.
Recentmonths have seen a tumultuous rise
in thisphenomenon.NupurSharma’soffen-
sive response to TasleemRehmani’s hurtful
wordsaboutLordShivaonanIndianTVnews
channel was directed at themost revered
Prophetof Islam. Itwasacompetitiveverbal
diatribe: I am hurt, so I will hurt. It led to
protests, violenceandcasesbeing registered
acrossthespectrum.
AncientIndiantraditionsofvadaencour-

agemutualrespectasanessentialelementof
debate,while allowing for gentle andpolite
questioning:Ifwedon’tquestion,howdowe
growor resolve or reform?This spirit of re-
spectfulprobingalsoextendedtothereligions
andgodsofallpeoplewithinIndiccultures.It
isprovingdifficult in thedebatingsquare to-
day.Why?
Nobel-prize-winningmathematician

John Nash’s game theory comes tomind.
RememberthemovieABeautifulMind,star-
ringRussellCrowe?ItwasbasedonNash’sex-
traordinarylife.Nashessentiallylaidouthow
rationaldecisionsaremadeinstrategicinter-
actions.Thekey insight:Peoplecalculate the
cost-benefit accruals of their decisions, but
not in isolation. They also keep inmind the
cost-benefit returns to others playingwith
them.
Indiaiscurrentlyfacingthisknottyissueof

competitive insults to religions. Or gods. Or
prophets. Game theorywill hold that if the

gods/prophets/scriptures of one religion are
treatedwithrespectandthoseofanotherare
treatedwithnoxiousdisrespect, itwill create
a state of disequilibrium. Equilibrium—the
NashEquilibriumingametheory—willbere-
establishedeitherifthegods/prophets/scrip-
turesofallreligionsaretreatedwithequalre-
spect, or if they are treated with equal
disrespect.
ThisisnottheprevalentsituationinIndia.

Indeed, it is not so inmuchof the freeworld.
IntheWest,onecanseetheuntrammelleddis-
respect of the radicalwokeMarxists (who
sometimes self-identify as “left-liberals”) for
Christianity. It offends me, and I’m not
Christian.Atthesametime,theseradicalwoke
Marxiststreatwithextremerespectreligions
that they either favour or fear— “wokeism”
and Islam. In India, the situation is similar:
Radical wokeMarxists routinely criticise
Hinduism.Recently,lewdremarksweremade
onthesacredShivlingbyjournalists(fromleft-
ist and Twitter-based “fact-checking”web-
sites)andpoliticians(mainlyfromWestBengal
andMaharashtra). Suchnoxious comments
have pained and offended innumerable
Hindus.Atthesametime, thesesamepeople
calledfor theheadof Sharmaforhernoxious
wordsontheProphetof Islam.
Thecommonthemeisthatthereligionof

themajority in the land—Christianity in the
WestandHinduisminIndia—isattacked.Itis
easiertogaintractionwhenhittingoutagainst
the “dominant”majority group froman ap-
propriatedpositionof self-victimisation.But

thisruledoesnotapplyinIslamicmajorityna-
tions/states(thinkPakistanorTurkey)orwoke
majoritynations/states(thinkCalifornia).
Goingforward,thissituationcanmovein

two directions: Either the radical woke
MarxistsandradicalIslamiststreatallreligions
with equal disrespect/respect or believing
HindusinIndiaandbelievingChristiansinthe
West (and even developing countries like
Nigeria)eventuallybeginusingthesametac-
ticsagainstthosewhoinsulttheirreveredfig-
ures, such as police cases in India under
Section153A.Theworldwillthenbestaringat
a spiralling cancel culture, destructionof ca-
reers, police complaints, court cases, and
sometimes evenviolence.Onall sides of the
debate.Notjustoneside.Shockingly,thetragic
blasphemy killings of Kamlesh Tiwari in
Lucknow (2019) and Kishan Bharwad in
Ahmedabad(2022)are freelyusedasexam-
plesbyradicalIslamiststospreadfear,evenas
their radicalwokeMarxist Indian allies air-
brush these frommainstreammedia. You,
dear reader,maynot evenbeawareof these
twokillings.AndnowwehaveKanhaiyaLalin
Udaipur.
TheNashequilibriumwillbeachievedin

oneofthesetwodirections.However,asafol-
lower of Dharmic traditions, I amunhappy
with both these equilibriums. Respectfully
questioning humanpursuits, including reli-
gions,mustbeenabled,indeednurtured.But
in doing the latter, why insult the gods,
prophets or rishis?Whynot practice civility
andpoliteness?

Therearesomeamongallreligiousgroups,
includingMuslims andwokeMarxists,who
present analternativemodel. Theyprotest if
their religious/revered figures or
scriptures/doctrines are disrespected. But
their demand for respect is not a one-way
street.EvenIndia’sPermanentRepresentative
totheUnitedNations,TSTirumurti,hasbeen
makingacasefortreatingphobiasagainstall
religionsequally.
Thismodelcanbringpeaceandiscertainly

preferabletosenselessanddiabolicalviolence
(and even situations akin to civil war). But
even this alternativemodel is not ideal. For
peacemayprevailbutmodernityandascien-
tific temperwould be difficult to build. The
latterbegsarational, inquiringspirit.
All religions can be treatedwith respect

andalsoquestionedandreformedwithgen-
tlenudges,aspropoundedbyRichardThaler.
CasteisminmodernHinduismcanbequizzed
usingthesterlingwordsoftheBhagavadGita;
misogynyinmodernIslamcanbequestioned
using the inspiringexampleof LadyKhadija,
andchildabuseintheChurchcanbeinterro-
gatedusing the truemessageof JesusChrist.
Thisisnotimpossibletoachieve.Letusconfi-
dently push back against radical woke
Marxismandradical Islam.
Letustakeconsciouschargeofthemove-

ment towards a healthy equilibrium.
Somethingourdharmicancestorstaughtus.

Royisawriterandhasmostrecently
co-authoredDharmawithAmish

Path to equilibrium
All religionsshouldbetreatedrespectfully, reformedgently

How the bank held its own
Thisyearhasbeenarudeawakening.Generations'
worthofknowledgewasnotenoughtoprepareus

fortheclimatecrisis inmyvillage

Contrary to thecriticismfromsomequarters,RBIhasdonewell tobalance inflation
andgrowthduringexceptionally tryingcircumstances

AjayVir Jakhar

SoumyaKanti Ghosh

BhavnaRoy

CR Sasikumar
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61 Years After His Death
CONGOBURIESINDEPENDENCEHERO’STOOTH
Patrice Lumumba’s family buried his only remains, a tooth, in Kinshasa. Lumumba
was killed by a firing squad in 1961 after being ousted as PM the previous year, all
within months of Congo's independence from Belgium.

RUSSIA

USbasketball
starstandstrial
ondrugcharges
WNBABASKETBALL star
Brittney Griner went on
trial inacourtontheout-
skirts of Moscow on
Friday to face drug
chargesthatcouldseeher
face up to 10 years in
prison. The case, which
coincideswithfraughtre-
lationsbetweenMoscow
andWashingtonoverthe
conflict in Ukraine, was
broughtafterRussianau-
thorities said they found
vape cartridges contain-
inghashishoil inGriner's
luggageat aMoscowair-
port in February. US offi-
cials and a score of ath-
letes have called for the
release of Griner — or
“BG” as she is known to
basketball fans— saying
thatshehasbeenwrong-
fullydetained. REUTERS

BrittneyGriner.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

UNITEDKINGDOM

Assangeappeals
extraditionby
BritaintoUS
WIKILEAKS FOUNDER
Julian Assange has ap-
pealed against the
British's government de-
cisionlastmonthtoorder
his extradition to theUS.
The appeal was filed
Friday at the High Court,
the latest twist in a
decade-long legal saga
sparked by his website's
publication of classified
US documents. No fur-
therdetailsabouttheap-
peal were immediately
available. Assange’s sup-
porters staged protests
before his 51st birthday
onSaturday,withhiswife
Stella Assange among
people who gathered
outside the UK Home
Office on Friday to call
for his release from
prison. AP

MALI

Europeanforce
leavesdueto
juntatensions
AEUROPEANmilitarytask
force that helpedMali's
government fight Islamic
extremists has formally
withdrawnfromthecoun-
tryamid tensionswith its
rulingmilitary junta, the
French military, which
spearheaded the Takuba
task force, announced
Friday. The Takuba force
was composedof several
hundred special forces
troops from10countries.
Themove cameafter the
UNSC voted tomaintain
theUNpeacekeepingmis-
sion inMali, while con-
demningitsmilitaryrulers
forusingmercenaries. AP

MITES THREATEN DAMAGE OF $70 MILLION A YEAR

To save its honey industry, Australia is wiping out bees by the millions
KARANDEEPSINGH
JULY1

THEFIRSTstepispouringgasoline
intothebeehive.Thenit’stimeto
wait.Thejobisfinishedwhenthe
hiveisburnedthenextday.
Sincelastweek,thiscyclehas

been on repeat near a port in
eastern Australia, part of a gov-
ernment effort to protect the
country’s multimillion dollar
honey industry.
Millionsofbeeshavebeende-

stroyedtohelpcontainthespread
of thedeadlyvarroamite,which
reappeared in the country last

weeknearthePortofNewcastle.
“Australia is the onlymajor

honey-producing country free
fromvarroamite,” saidSatendra
Kumar,thechiefplantprotection
officerofNewSouthWalesstate,
wherethepestwasdiscoveredon
Friday. If thevarroamitebecame
established inAustralia, he said,
it could cost the nation’s honey
industrymorethan$70milliona
year,inadditiontoitseffectonthe
cropsthatrelyonbeepollination.
Theglobalfarmingindustryis

alreadyreelingfromhigherprices
forfertilizers,fuelandmachinery,
aswellassupplychainproblems
caused by the coronavirus pan-

demic.TheUkrainewarisanad-
ditionalblow.
Theauthoritieshaveordered

a virtual lockdown of the bee-
hives in the affected area of the
state. Normally, beehives are

moved from place to place, a
process crucial toAustralia’s $15
billion horticulture industry be-
causetheyareusedtohelppolli-
natecrops.
Themites,whicharereddish-

brown and about the size of a
sesameseed,canspreadfrombee
to bee and through beekeeping
equipment,includingcombsthat
have been extracted. If left un-
treated,themitescouldkillanen-
tirecolonyofhoneybees,thegov-
ernmenthassaid.
Oneofthebiggestchallenges

in the current containment ef-
fortisfiguringoutthelocationof
infectedhivesandmappingtheir

spread in a vast region, accord-
ing toDanny Le Feuvre, the act-
ingheadoftheAustralianHoney
Bee Industrial Council. It’s nec-
essary to contain the Port of
Newcastleandthehiveswithina
31-mile radiusof it, he said.
The port is amajor shipping

destinationandoneoftheworld’s
busiestexporthubsforcoal.
Feuvresaidsofarat least600

hives, each containing about
30,000bees,havebeendestroyed
in the area. But the authorities
havefoundatleastninemorelo-
cationswith infections—one as
far as 235miles away, near the
city of Dubbo.Manymore bees

areattheriskofbeingdestroyed
in the next few days, Dugald
Saunders, the state’s agriculture
minister, said at a news confer-
enceonThursday.
“The beekeepers are very

nervous at themoment,” Feuvre
said.Hesaidhewasconfidentthe
countrywouldbeabletocontain
thespread,givenitshistoryofpre-
viouseradicationeffortsofhoney
beemitesandstrictcontrolsatall
airportsbarringpassengers from
bringingliveplants,soil,fruitsand
vegetablesintoAustralia.
“We’ve eradicated them for

this long,” he said. “We’re going
togiveitourbestshot.” NYT

Healthy,mite-freebeehivesarecrucial toAustralia’s$15
billionhorticulture industry.AP file
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MEGSHEN
&JAMESPOMFRET
HONGKONG, JULY1

THERE IS no reason to change
HongKong's "one country, two
systems" formulaof governance,
ChinesePresidentXi Jinpingsaid
onararevisit to theglobal finan-
cialhubafterswearinginthecity’s
newleader, JohnLee,onFriday.
Britain returnedHong Kong

to Chinese rule on July 1, 1997,
with Beijing promising wide-
ranging autonomy, unfettered
individualrightsandjudicial in-
dependenceat leastuntil 2047.
China'scriticsaccuseauthor-

ities of tramplingon those free-
doms, unavailable on the au-
thoritarian mainland, with a
sweeping national security law
imposedbyBeijingonthecityin
2020aftermasspro-democracy

protests theyearbefore.
British PrimeMinister Boris

JohnsonandUSSecretaryofState
Antony Blinken said Thursday
that Chinahad failed tomeet its
handovercommitments.
China andHong Kong reject

the accusations, saying the law
"restored order from chaos" so
that thecitycouldprosper.
Xi said the “one country, two

systems” formulawassuccessful
underChina’s“comprehensiveju-
risdiction.” “For thiskindof good
system,thereisnoreasonatallto
change it. Itmust bemaintained
overthelongterm,”Xisaid.
“After experiencing wind

andrain,everyonecanpainfully
feel that Hong Kong cannot be
chaotic, andmust not become
chaoticagain ...HongKong’sde-
velopment cannot be delayed
again,andanyinterferencemust
beeliminated.” REUTERS

CHARLOTTEGREENFIELD
&MOHAMMADYUNUS
YAWAR
KABUL, JULY1

THERECLUSIVEsupremeleader
of the Afghan Taliban,
HaibatullahAkhundzada,hailed
the Islamists 2021 takeover of
Afghanistanduringameetingon
Friday called to forge national
unity and attended by religious
leadersfromaroundthecountry.
Taliban spokesmen con-

firmedthatAkhundzada,whois
based inKandahar,hadcometo
capital Kabul for the all-male
gatheringof 3,000participants.
Afterreceivingpledgesofal-

legiance fromparticipants rais-
ing their hands, Akhundzada
praisedtheTaliban'svictorylast
August, whichmarked the end

of a 20-year struggle to over-
throwawestern-backedgovern-
mentanddriveUS-ledforcesout
of thecountry.
“Thesuccessof theAfghan ji-

had is not only a source of pride
forAfghansbut also forMuslims
allovertheworld,”hesaidaccord-
ing to state-run Bakhtar News
Agency,usingtheArabicwordsig-
nifyingaspiritualstruggle.
TheKabulgatheringbeganon

Thursday.Atleastoneparticipant
hadcalledforgirls'highschoolsto
beopenedbutitwasunclearhow
widespreadsupportwas for that
proposal. REUTERS

US star cyclist’s
killing: Texas
woman held
in Costa Rica

Ottawa braces for Canada Day protests

ANISURRAHMAN
DHAKA, JULY1

BANGLADESHWILL start a de-
radicalisationcampaignformil-
itants in jail as years of security
clampdown has waned the
strengthofthemilitantoutfitsin
thecountrysincethe2016attack
on a posh Dhaka restaurant in
which 20 people, including an
Indian and 16 other foreigners,
werekilled,officials saidFriday.
“The initiative is aimed to

prevent the jailedmilitants’ re-
turn to the path of militancy,”
said a spokesman of police's
Counter Terrorism and

TransnationalCrime(CTTC)unit.
CTTCunit chiefMohammad

Asaduzzamansaidtheyreceived
thehomeministry'sapprovalto
thederadicalisationcampaignto
appoint psychologists, clerics
andcounterterrorismexpertsto
counsel themilitantswhowere
in jail oronbail.
Under the project, the CTTC

will rehabilitate 20militants in
nextoneyear,providingthemfi-
nancial support so they could
earn their living and get them-
selves reintegrated into society
after theycomplete theirprison
terms,hesaid
“Wewill alsomonitor their

activities,”headded. PTI

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KYIV, JULY1

RUSSIANMISSILEattacksonres-
idential areas in a coastal town
near the Ukrainian port city of
Odesa early Friday killed at least
21people,authoritiesreported,a
dayafterRussianforceswithdrew
fromastrategicBlackSeaisland.
Videoofthepre-dawnattack

showed the charred remains of
buildings in the small town of
Serhiivka, locatedabout50kilo-
meterssouthwestofOdesa.The
Ukrainianpresident’sofficesaid
three Kh-22 missiles fired by
Russian bombers struck an
apartment building and two
campsites.
Ukrainian authorities inter-

preted the attack as payback for
Russiantroopsbeingforcedfrom
SnakeIslandadayearlier,though
Moscowportrayed their depar-
ture as a “goodwill gesture” to
help unblock exports of grain
fromthecountry.
“Theoccupierscannotwinon

the battlefield, so they resort to
vilekillingof civilians,” said Ivan
Bakanov,headofUkraine’ssecu-
rity service, the SBU. “After the
enemy was dislodged from
Snake Island, he decided to re-
spondwith the cynical shelling
of civiliantargets.”
AfterFriday’sattack,Kremlin

spokesmanDmitryPeskov reit-
erated thatMoscow is not tar-

geting residential areas.
Ukrainian media reported

said21peoplewerekilled,includ-
ingchildren. It said38others, in-
cluding six children and a preg-
nantwoman,werehospitalized.
Most of the victimswere in the
apartment building, Ukrainian
emergencyofficialssaid.
OlehZhdanov,an independ-

ent Ukrainianmilitary analyst,
said that the Russian pullback
from Snake Island has “colossal
psychological significance” for
Ukraine.
“Snake Island is key for con-

trolling the Black Sea and could
help cover the Russian attack if
the Kremlin opted for an am-
phibious landing operation in
Odesa or elsewhere in the re-
gion,”hesaid. “Nowthoseplans
arepushedback.”

Russianshithoursaftertroopsdriven
offSnakeIsland;Kyivcallsitpayback

Aresidentialbuilding in
OdesaonFriday.AP

CHRISKIRKHAM&
DAVIDGAUTHIER-VILLARS
JULY1

ASRUSSIA'Smilitarycontinuesto
poundUkrainewithmissilesand
other lethal weapons,Western
nations have responded in part
by targeting Russia’s defense in-
dustrywithsanctions.The latest
round came on Tuesday, when
theUS issuednew sanctions on
some armsmakers and execu-
tives at the heart of what it
dubbed Russian President
VladimirPutin’s“warmachine.”
But aReuters examinationof

companies, executives and in-
vestors underpinning Russia’s
defense sector shows a sizable
number of players have yet to
pay a price: Nearly three dozen
leadersofRussianweaponsfirms
and at least 14 defense compa-
nieshavenotbeensanctionedby
theUS,theEUortheUK.Inaddi-
tion, sanctions on Russia's arms
makers and tycoons have been
applied inconsistently by these
NATO allies, with some govern-
mentslevyingpenaltiesandoth-
ersnot, thereviewshowed.
Amongtheweaponsmoguls

who have not been sanctioned
byanyof thosethreeauthorities
is Alan Lushnikov, the largest
shareholder of Kalashnikov
Concern JSC, theoriginalmanu-

facturer of thewell-knownAK-
47assaultrifle.Lushnikovownsa
75%stake inthe firm.
Thecompanyitselfwassanc-

tionedbytheUSin2014,theyear
Russia invadedandannexedthe
Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea.
TheEUandUKleveledtheirown
sanctions against Kalashnikov
Concernthisyear.
Thecompanyaccountsfor95%

ofRussia'sproductionofmachine
guns,sniperrifles,pistolsandother
handheldfirearms,and98%of its
handheldmilitarymachineguns.
ItsweaponsincludetheAK-12as-
sault rifle, anupdatedversionof
the AK-47, some of which have
beencapturedfromRussianforces
by Ukrainian soldiers. Neither
Lushnikov, Timchenko or the
KalashnikovConcern responded
torequestsforcomment.

It’s the same pattern with
Almaz-Antey Concern, a
Moscow-baseddefensecompany
specializing inmissiles andanti-
aircraftsystems.Thecompanyhas
been sanctioned by the United
States, EU andUK, but CEOYan
Novikovhasnotbeenpunished.
LikethebansonotherRussian

firms,sanctionsonweaponscom-
paniesaremeanttohampertheir
abilitytoselltoforeigncustomers.
Levying sanctions on thepeople
behindthosefirmsgoesastepfur-
thertomakethepainpersonal.
“You’re demonstrating that

being a regime collaborator
comes with a cost,” said Max
Bergmann, a formerofficial dur-
ing the Obama administration
whoworkedonUSarmstransfers
and safeguarding US military
technology. REUTERS

Many Russian weapons tycoons
have faced no Western sanctions

Missilestrikekills21 inUkraine’sOdesa

Theweaponsmogulsnotsanctionedyet includeownersof
firmsmakingmissilesandgunsused inUkraine.Reuters

Xi: ‘One country, two
systems’ here to stay

Xi Jinping(right)andJohnLee(centre)duringaceremonyto
inaugurateHongKong’snewgovernmentonFriday.Reuters

‘TOUR OF SHAME’
ClimateactivistsmarchonCapitolHillduringademonstrationoutsideofRepublicanSenators’homesfollowingtheWest
Virginiav.EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyruling inWashington,DC.TheSupremeCourtrulingonThursday is likely to
hinderPresidentBiden’splans tocutgreenhousegasemissions inhalf bytheendof thedecade.Reuters

Taliban supreme leader
hails Afghan victory at
meeting to forge unity

Haibatullah
Akhundzada
hadcometo
Kabul.Reuters

De-radicalisation project
to counsel jailed militants

BANGLADESH ANGEROVERCOVIDJABMANDATES,GOVT ‘OVEREACH ‘

STEVESCHERER
OTTAWA,JULY1

THEFIRSTin-personCanadaDay
celebrations in three years on
Fridaywill includeahugepolice
presence and street closures
throughout downtownOttawa
to prevent anti-government
“freedom” protesters from dis-
rupting the festivities.
Due to the Covid-19 pan-

demic, the free concerts and
other activities usually held on
thenational holiday,which cel-
ebrates the founding of the
country,were lastheld in2019.
“This is a time to celebrate

whoweareandcomingoutof a
two-year pandemic,” Public

Safety Minister Marco
Mendicino said onWednesday,
encouragingpeople totakepart
in the festivities.
Several groups are planning

marchesandevenadanceparty
to protest coronavirus vaccina-
tionmandates,globalizationand
what they say is government
overreach inCanada. REUTERS

JamesTopp,aCanadianForcesveteranwhomarchedacross
thecountryagainst theCovidvaccinesmandates,arrives in
Ottawa,Ontario,onThursday.Reuters

AnnaMoriahWilson.AP File

KENMILLER
JULY1

A TEXAS woman suspected in
thefatalshootingofprofessional
cyclistAnnaMoriahWilsonatan
Austin home has been arrested
in Costa Rica, the USMarshals
Service saidThursday.
KaitlinMarieArmstrong,34,

was arrestedWednesday at a
hostel on Santa Teresa Beach in
Provincia de Puntarenas, the
MarshalsService said inastate-
ment. Armstrongwas expected
to be returned to theUS,where
she faces amurder charge, the
agencysaid.
“The Marshals Service ele-

vated the Kaitlin Armstrong in-
vestigation tomajor case status
earlyinthisinvestigation,which
likely played a key role in her
captureaftera43-dayrun,”said
US Marshal for the Western
District of Texas Susan
Pamerleau.
Wilson, 25, was found dead

May11,andAustinpoliceonMay
19 issued amurderwarrant for
Armstrong.Acompetitivegravel
andmountainbikeracerknown
as “Mo”, shehadbeen inAustin
foracyclingevent. AP
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ASSOCIATEDPRESS
CAIRO, JULY1

THOUSANDS TOOK to the
streetsFriday inSudan's capital,
a day after nine people were
killedindemonstrationsagainst
thecountry’s rulinggenerals.
TheUS and others in the in-

ternational community con-
demnedtheviolence inthisEast
African nation,which has been
rocked by near-weekly protests
since an October 25 coup up-
ended its fragile transition to
democracy.
The rallies on Thursdays

werethelargestseeninmonths.
Sudanese military authorities
have met the protests with a
deadlycrackdown,whichhasso
far killed 113 people, including
18 children. In and near
Khartoum, large funeral
marches took place for some of
thosekilled thedaybefore.
The Sudan's Doctors

Committee said security forces
killed nine people, including a
child, in or near Khartoumdur-
ingtheralliesonThursday.
Thedemonstrationscoincided

withwidespreadinternetdisrup-
tions. Internetmonitors and ac-
tivists say the government has
crippledcommunicationstopre-
vent gatherings and slow the
spread of news on days when
largeprotestturnoutisexpected.
Sudan's leading pro-democ-

racy groups — Forces for the
Declaration of Freedom and
Change and the Resistance
Committees—hadcalled forna-
tionwideprotestagainstthecoup.
TheUN,theAfricanUnion,and

the east African regional
IntergovernmentalAuthority in
Developmentgrouphavebeentry-
ingtobrokerawayoutofthepolit-
icalimpassebutinvainsofar.

Thousands rally
in Sudan day
after 9 killed
during protests

New Delhi



15
SENSEX: 52,907.93 ▼ 111.01 (-0.21%) NIFTY: 15,752.05 ▼ 28.20 (-0.18%) NIKKEI: 25,935.62 ▼ 457.42 HANG SENG: 21,859.79 ▼ 137.10 FTSE: 7,147.24 ▼ 22.04 DAX: 12,753.09 ▼ 30.68

THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY, JULY2,2022

ECONOMY
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

GOLD
`51,458

RUPEE
` 79.02/USD

OIL
$115.09

SILVER
`58,159

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asof June30

(A Govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking)
Victoria Cross Vijeta Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun -248001

Corporate Identity No. U40109UP2001 SGC 025867/2358, Email ID : cgmupcl@yahoo.com
Website: www.upcl.org Telephone No. 0135-2762444, Fax No. 0135-2763839

UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

Uttarakhand Power Corporation Limited invites e-tenders (www.mstcecommerce.com) for purchase of short term
power for the months Jul-2022 to Mar-2023 (RTC/Non RTC) as per Ministry of Power, Government of India
guidelines dated 30-03-2016 and its amendment from time to time against Tender Specification No. 03/CE
(COMM/UPCL-03/2022-2023 as detailed below:

The timelines for short term procurement/bid process and activities thereafter are as under :-

The qualifying requirements for a bidder to bid for this tender are as follows:
1. The bidder must quote not less than 50 MW quantum of power from single source of generation.
2. The quantum of power offered by the bidder shall be firm power for the duration mentioned above.
3. The bidder must submit the details of Bidder Company as per Annexure 'A' of tender specification for
consideration of their bid. Bidder shall ensure submission of (General/Technical/Financial Information for last
three years supported by unabridged Annual Financial Statements, assets and liabilities statements and other
financial statements duly certified.)
4. If Bidder is a Trader, it should submit a copy of valid Category license or equivalent Trading License issued by
CERC/Appropriate Commission.
5. If Bidder is a Trader, it should submit a copy of at least one number executed power purchase agreement or an
equivalent arrangement for supply of power/Letter of intent.
6. The consultancy/Joint Venture firm deputed by UPCL as a consultant shall not be eligible for participating in
aforesaid tender.
7. The bidder has to submit a self declaration in Rs. 100/- non judicial stamp paper declaring that the bidder has
cleared all his dues/liabilities and has no outstanding net financial liability/ net dues towards UPCL on the last
date of submission of bid.
8. UPCL being a distribution licensee is having Long Term Access. Accordingly, no Short Term Open
Access charges shall be payable for inter-state transmission system as per the Regulation dated 04.05.2020 up to
the limit of LTA, however, if any additional open access will required to be taken by the bidder, with prior written
consent of UPCL, over and above the LTA then the same will be duly reimbursed by UPCL.
9. Application for Open Access shall be made by bidder/trader on behalf of UPCL. Timely application shall be
made to ensure supply of contracted capacity on RTC/Non RTC basis at delivery point and all applicable charges
shall be to the account of bidder except the Open Access Charges (if applicable). Any subsequent applications for
change in approved open access quantum shall be processed only after prior written consent of UPCL. Any
consequences towards delay in application shall be to the account of bidder.
UPCL reserve the right to unilaterally reject the bid at any stage of the processing of the tender if any declaration
submitted by the bidder is found false/ incorrect/ misrepresented. The documents will be issued to the bidders only
through e-tender i.e. (www.mstcecommerce.com). E-tenders will be received and opened on the dates as
mentioned above. In case the above date is holiday, the tenders will be received & opened on the next working day
at same time. The undersigned reserves the right to refuse to issue the tender documents to any applicant and also
to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof and no claim on this account shall be acceptable.
The tenders received after the date & time mentioned above shall not be considered. Bid will be submitted
on (www.mstcecommerce.com) only and hard copy of technical bid will also be submitted to the office of SE
(Commercial), UPCL. All other details and terms & conditions are available in tender document. For any
assistance on E-tendering, please contact on telephone number 011-23217850.

Superintending Engineer (Commercial)
UPCL, Dehradun

No.234/EE(CM)/UPCL/A-2/Dated : 30.06.2022

Month
From To

Timmings Quantum of
Power (MW)

Minimum Bid
Quantity (MW)

Delivery
Point

Jul-22

Aug-22

Sep-22

Oct-22

Nov-22

Dec-22

Jan-23

Feb-23

Mar-23

00:00

00:00

00:00

00:00

00:00

00:00

00:00

00:00

00:00

24:00

24:00

24:00

24:00

24:00

24:00

24:00

24:00

24:00

50

50

100

250

300

600

600

500

400

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

Uttarakhand
State

Periphery

Last Date of request for purchase of tender document

Last date and time of submission of e-tender document

Date and time of opening of tender document(Part-1)

Date and time of opening of Initial Price Offer (IPO) & e-Reverse

Auction (e-RA).

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) in the shape of Bank Guarantee should

be in favour of Executive Engineer (CM), UPCL, VCV Gabar Singh

Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun and to be submitted in the

office of SE(Commercial), UPCL, VCV Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan,

Kanwali Road, Dehradun.

Cost of tender Specification (Demand.Draft in favour of) Executive

Engineer (CM), UPCL, VCV Gabar Singh Bhawan, Kanwali Road,

Dehradun and to be submitted in the office of SE(Commercial),

UPCL, VCV Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun.

.

11/07/2022 upto 10:00 hrs
11/07/2022 upto 12:00 hrs
11/07/2022 upto 13:00 hrs

13/07/2022 at 11:00 hrs.

Rs. 30,000/MW/month of
offered capacity

Rs. 29,500/- (Rs Twenty
Nine Thousand Five Hundred
Only) including taxes.

“SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION"
Use LED Bulb to Save Electricity (Toll Free No. 1912) "Pay Electricity Bill Online 24 x 7 from www.upcl.org"

(For information on Electricily Theft, the informer may report to Toll Free No 1800 180 4185 Fax No 0135-2760911)

NewDelhi:GeneralMotors’(GM)
plan to sell its Talegaon plant to
Chinese SUVmaker GreatWall
Motor has fallen through in the
absence of a clearance by the
Uniongovernment.
WhileGMwillhavetolookfor

new buyers, the Chinese au-
tomaker’splanstoenterthegrow-
ing SUVmarket stand stalled by
tightergovernmentregulations.
Theagreement,whichwasex-

tendedtwice,expiredonJune30.
With Indo-China skirmishes

rising in 2020, the Centre had
tightenedregulationswithregard
toChinese investments. Foreign
directinvestment(FDI)proposals

coming from China now need
prior government approval,
which also led to India banning
over300Chineseapps.Thestance
towards Chinese investments
hardenedfurtherwithNewDelhi
coming outwith an order that
vendors fromcountries sharing
landborderwithIndiacouldonly
bid forpublic projects after prior
approvalfromtheCentre. FE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JULY1

WITH SEMICONDUCTORwoes
showinggradualsignsofeasing,
barringMaruti Suzuki, all other
manufacturers posted double-
digitgrowthindomesticpassen-
gervehicle (PV) sales in June.
Hyundai Motor India saw a

21per cent rise in itswholesale
dispatches last month. Tata
Motors recordedgrowthof 87.5
per cent. On the back of strong
demand for SUVs, Mahindra &
Mahindra saw a 58.9 per cent
jump, while wholesale dis-
patchesofKia rose60percent.
PV sales of Toyota Kirloskar

Motor rose 87.5 per cent, while
that of Honda Cars India and

Skoda grew 64.3 per cent and
720.6percent, respectively.
MarutiSuzuki,however,saw

adeclineof 1.3per centdue toa
week-longannualmaintenance
shutdownin June. FE

BRIEFLY
FinMin,advisers
NewDelhi:TheDepartment
ofEconomicAffairshasem-
panelled12TransactionAd-
visers toprovidesupport to
ProjectSponsoringAuthori-
tiesintransactionsofpublic
privatepartnershipprojects,
theFinanceMinistrysaid.

Forexkittyrises
Mumbai: Foreign exchange
reserves rose $2.734billion
to $593.323 billion for the
week ended June 24 amid
surge in core currency as-
sets,theReserveBanksaid.

WorldBankloan
NewDelhi:TheWorldBank
clearedloanstotalling$1.75
billion to fund India’s PM
AyushmanBharat scheme
and private investment to
boosteconomicgrowth.PTI

Googlesettles
Washington:Googleagreed
topay$90milliontosettlea
casewith app developers
over money they earned
making apps for Android
phonesandforenticinguse-
rstomakein-apppurchases,
asperafiling. REUTERS

HYRYDERUNVEILED:ToyotaKirloskarMotorMDMasakazu
Yoshimura(left)withvicechairmanVikramKirloskarat the
unveilingof ToyotaUrbanCruiserHyryder,NewDelhi. PTI

Chip shortage easing, domestic
PV sales pick up pace in June

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2022-23/8221-34 Date:30.06.2022A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 145/2022-23
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f ´fdS¹fûªf³ff ´fS SfªfÀ±ff³f Sfª¹f ´fS ÀfOÞI d½fI fÀf E½fa d³f¸ffÊ¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f. (RSRDC Ltd.) ¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f Mû»f I »fZ¢Vf³f NZIZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ
´f±fI S ½fÀfc»fe WZ°fb BÊ-MZd³OdSa¦f ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f AfSXdÃf°f SXfdVf (÷Y.)

Collection of Toll Tax on Kishangarh Bass-Khairthal-Bansur-Kotputli Road.
UBN: RRC2223SLOB00338

1133.63 Lakh

Collection of Toll Tax on Borawad-Khatu Road. UBN: RRC2223SLOB00339 295.63 Lakh

Af³g f»ffB³Ê f d³fdUQf ´fí fÂf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e AUd²f dQ³ffIÔ 29.06.2022 ´ffi °f: 09.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ 08.07.2022 Àff¹fÔ 06.00 ¶fþZ °fI d³fdUQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ´fí fÂf
¸fÔZ d³fdUQf Vf»b I , ²fSûWS SfdVf, OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ U Jû»f³fZ I e °ffSeJ ÀfdW°f Àf¸´fc̄ fÊ dUUS¯f EUÔ ÀfVÔ fû²f³f U¶Z fÀffBMÊ http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc ´fS QJZ f þf ÀfI °ff WǛ B¨LIb ÀfUÔ QZ I ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdþM»f WÀ°ffÃfS
IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdþÀMOÊ I SUf³ff AfUV¹fI WǛ ¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY

GM’s plant deal with
Great Wall collapses

UPI transactions top `10L cr
for secondmonth in a row
Despite aminute fall, UPI-enabled digital transaction
remained above `10 lakh cr in June for the secondmonth
in a row, data fromNPCI showed

3%Fall inUnified
Payments

Interface (UPI)-led
digital payments in
Junecompared toMay,
as perNational
PaymentsCorporation
of India (NPCI)
data

`10,14,384crore:
Transaction value underUPI-
led payments in June, downby
2.6% from the previousmonth

`10,41,506crore:Value of
UPI transactions inMay2022,
involving a total of 5.95billion
transactions

`9,83,302crore:Value of
UPI transactions in April, via
5.58billion transactions

5.86billion:UPI-led
payments

transactions recorded
during June

Source:NPCI/PTI

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,JULY1

THEAPPOINTMENTSCommittee
oftheCabinet(ACC)hasapproved
a government resolution for es-
tablishing the Financial Services
InstitutionsBureau(FSIB)inplace
oftheBanksBoardBureau(BBB).
TheFSIBwillnowselectthechiefs
ofpublicsectorbanksandinsur-
ancecompanies.
The selection process of top

officialsofpublicsectorinsurance
companieswas in limbo in the
wakeof theDelhiHighCourtde-
cision to strike down the power
of BBB to select directors and
chiefsofPSUinsurers.
The ACC has also approved

theappointmentofBhanuPratap
Sharma, former Chairman, BBB,
asinitialChairpersonofFSlBfora
termof twoyears from thedate
ofnotificationofgovernmentres-
olutionoruntilfurtherorders,ac-

cording to a note issued by the
Department of Personnel &
Training to the Department of
FinancialServices(DFS).
Othermembers of the FSIB

are Animesh Chauhan, former
Chairman and Managing
Director, Oriental Bank of
Commerce;ShailendraBhandari,
formerMD&CEOof INGVysya
Bank and ICICI Asset
Management Company; and
Deepak Singhal, former ED, RBI
in-chargeofdepartmentsofcor-
porate strategyandbudget, cor-
porate services and human
resource.
Thenewframeworkwaspro-

posed by the DFS. The Cabinet
also approved the guidelines for
selection of GeneralManagers
andDirectors(GMDs)ofnon-life
insurancecompanies.
“TheDepartment (DFS) shall

first carry out necessarymodifi-
cationsintheNationalisedBanks
(ManagementandMiscellaneous

Provisions)Schemeof1970/1980
(as amended)with the approval
ofFinanceMinister,andthenno-
tify theGovernment Resolution
for establishing FSIB as a single
entity formakingrecommenda-
tions for appointments ofWTD
(Whole-timeDirector) andNEC
(Non-executive Chairmen) in
PSBs,PSIsandFIsandGuidelines
forselectionofGMDsinnon-life
insurancefirmsmodelledonthe
guidelinessetaside,whilesubsti-

tuting references to BBB with
FSIB,” thenotesaid.
Whiledecidinganothercase

involving a generalmanger of a
PSUinsurer,theDelhiHighCourt
had struck down the BBB’s
power to selectdirectorsof PSU
general insurance companies
andthegovernmenthasalready
implementedtheverdictbycan-
celling all the appointments of
the then serving directors who
wereselectedby theBBB.
Inderjeet Singh, General

Manager, New India Assurance
(NIA),hadgonetoDelhiHConthe
issue of appointment of Satyajit
Tripathy (who is currentlyCMD,
United India Insurance) by the
government on the basis of rec-
ommendationof theBBB.
In view of Delhi HC’s earlier

decision on the BBB and Singh’s
pending case in the same court,
theFinanceMinistrywasunable
tousetheBBB’splatformtoselect
anynewCMDsforthePSUinsur-

ance companies which it has
beendoingsince2018.
Meanwhile, NIA, the coun-

try’s largest general insurer, has
been functioningwithouta reg-
ularCMDforalmostlast100days
after Atul Sahai retired from the
post in February end. The CMD
post at Agriculture Insurance
Company also fell vacant.With
thedelayinstartingtheselection
procedures, the aspirations of
someof theseniorofficials,who
areintheraceforthetopjob,are
getting thwarted as they are
nearingtheir retirement.
TheBBBwasoriginallysetup

in 2016 to select the CEOs and
ExecutiveDirectorsofpublicsec-
tor banks. However, the govern-
ment later entrusted BBB to se-
lect the chiefs of insurance
companies. With the govern-
ment nowclearing the FSIB, the
selection process of chiefs of in-
surancefirmsisexpectedtotake
placeinthecomingweeks.

DELHIHCRECENTLYSTRUCKDOWNPOWERSOFBANKSBOARDBUREAU

REUTERS
LONDON,JULY1

CRYPTOCURRENCYCOMPANIES
will needa licenceandcustomer
safeguardstoissueandselldigital
tokensintheEuropeanUnionun-
der groundbreaking new rules
agreed by the bloc to tame a
volatile“WildWest”market.
Globally, crypto assets are

largelyunregulated,withnational
operators intheEUonlyrequired
to showcontrols for combating
moneylaundering.
Representatives from the

European Parliament and EU
states thrashedoutadeal lateon
ThursdayonitsMarketsinCrypto-
assets(MiCA)law.
“Todaywe put order in the

WildWestofcryptoassetsandset
clearrulesforaharmonisedmar-
ket,”saidStefanBerger,aGerman
centre-right lawmakerwho led
negotiationsonbehalfofthepar-
liament.
“Therecent fall in thevalueof

digital currencies showsushow
highly riskyandspeculative they
are and that it is fundamental to

act,”Bergersaid.
Cryptomarketshavetumbled

thisyear,pressuredbythecollapse
oftheterraUSDstablecoinandthe
freezingofwithdrawalsandtrans-
fers bymajor US crypto lender
Celsius Network. Bitcoin, the
biggesttoken,hasslumpedsome
70per cent since its November
recordof$69,000.

EU agrees rules to
rein in ‘Wild West’
crypto market

WITHTHEgovernment
nowclearingtheFSIB,the
selectionprocessofchiefs
of insurancefirmsisex-
pectedtotakeplaceinthe
comingweeks.
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BBBeraends:Newbody toselect
chiefsofPSUbanks, insurance firms

WHATCHANGES

■Cryptocurrency
companieswillneeda
licenceandcustomer
safeguards to issueand
selldigital tokens inthe
EuropeanUnion
■Cryptomarketshave
tumbledthisyear

Reuters file

Theagreementhad
expiredonJune30

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,JULY1

TATAGROUP-OWNEDAirIndia
hasflaggedconcernsoverflight
delaysandpoorcustomerexpe-
riencewithitsgroundhandling
service provider AI Airport
Services Ltd (AIASL). In a letter
toAIASL’s parent companyAI
AssetHolding Ltd (AIAHL), Air
Indianotedthatthegroundhan-
dlingcompany’sservices“have
continued to deteriorate pro-
gressively”andthatitislooking
toexplorealternativearrange-
mentsatairports.
AIASLwasasubsidiaryofAir

India, prior to the latter’sdisin-
vestmentthisyear.AIASLoffers
groundhandling atmost air-
ports in India barring Delhi,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Mangalore, and
Thiruvananthapuram.
“Whileweareworking to-

wardsexponentiallyimproving
ourcustomerexperience,AIASL
isunabletomatchtherequisite
paceofchangeandwecontinue
tofaceseveralchallengesatthe
airportsmanagedbyAIASL as
ground handling services
providerforAirIndia,”AirIndia’s
head–customers experience&
ground handling operations
RajeshDograwroteintheletter
toAIAHLCMDVikramDevDutt.
Duttdidnotrespondtomes-

sagesseekingcommentonthis
development.
Among its concernswith

AIASL,AirIndialistedincreased
groundhandlingdelays,peren-

nialshortageofmanpower,dis-
courteousbehaviourwithcus-
tomers, baggagemishandling
etc. It alsopointedout that the
percentage of Air India flights
gettingdelayedhas increased
progressively from1.8per cent
in January(whenAir Indiawas
handedovertotheTataGroup)
to 11.9 per cent inMay. These
primarydelays, theairlinesaid,
also resulted in subsequent
flights to be operated on the
sameaircraftgettingdelayed.
“The service lapses includ-

ingmanpowershortagesextend
totheterminalaswellas ramp
operationsimpactingthecheck-
in/boarding, baggagehandling
processesalmostonadailyba-
sis.Wearegettinglargenumber
ofescalationsacrossallchannels
highlighting delays aswell as
lackofprofessionalhandlingof
customersatAIASLhandledair-
ports,”AirIndianoted.
“Weareunabletoacceptthis

situation any longer as ineffi-
cienciesintheAIASLoperations
is severely impactingour serv-
ices,goodwill,andbrandimage.
Inviewoftheabove,wearecon-
strained to explore alternative
arrangements for groundhan-
dlingservicesatsuchAIASLair-
ports.Further...wewillbeforced
to discontinue/scale down
AIASLgroundhandlingservices
atsuchairports,”itadded.

SECTORWATCH
AVIATION

AIASL’s ‘service
lapses’ irk Air
India, may scout
for ‘alternatives’

AIASLwasasubsidiary
ofAirIndia,priorto
thelatter’sdivestment

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY1

INDIA’SMANUFACTURING sec-
torgrowthfell inJuneasgrowth
of total sales and production
eased amid intense price pres-
sures,asperanS&PGlobal India
survey. The seasonally adjusted
S&PGlobalIndiaManufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) declined to 53.9 last
month from 54.6 inMay, with
the latest reading showing the
weakest pace of growth since
last September 2021. A reading
below50 indicatescontraction.
Theeconomicrecoveryofthe

Indian manufacturing sector
continued in June, aided by ro-
bustdomesticandinternational
clientdemand.However,growth
of total sales and production
eased amid intense price pres-
sures, S&PGlobal India said.
Although the rate of input

cost inflation remained histori-
callyhigh,thelatestincreasewas
the slowest in threemonths, a
trendthatwas likewiseseen for
output charges, it said. Inflation
concerns continued to dampen
businessconfidence,withsenti-
ment slipping to a 27-month
low. Elsewhere, input delivery
timesshortenedforthefirsttime
sincetheonsetofCovid,itadded.
Softer increases in produc-

tion, factory orders, stocks of
purchases and employment all
dragged down the PMI, along-
sideanimprovementinsupplier
performancewhich is inverted
before entering the calculation.
Factory orders and production
roseforthetwelfthstraightmo-
nthinJune,butinbothcasesthe
rates of expansion eased to 9-
month lows. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

‘Acute price
pressures:
Factory PMI
growth at
9-mth low’

New Delhi



REVIEWS Cinema&Music

BENEDETTA
MUBI
AdaptedfromJudithBrown’sbook
ImmodestActs:TheLifeofaLesbian
NuninRenaissanceItaly,Paul
Verhoeven-directedBenedettatellsa
storythatscandalisedFlorencein
theearly1600s.Aninfamousnun
rosetopowerasamystic,butwas
subsequentlychargedwithcommit-
tingscandaloushereticacts—trying
topassoffself-inflictedstigmataas
miraculous,havingalongpassion-
ateaffairwithanothernun.Starring
VirginieEfira,CharlotteRampling
andDaphnéPatakia,Benedettahad
itsworldpremiereduringthe
CannesFilmFestival2021.

MOONFALL
LIONSGATEPLAY
Theworldstandsonthebrinkofan-
nihilationwhenamysteriousforce
knocksthemoonfromitsorbitand
sendsithurtlingtowardacollision
coursewithEarth.Withonlyweeks
beforeimpact,NASAexecutive
Jocinda‘Jo’Fowlerteamsupwitha
manfromherpastandaconspiracy
theoristforanimpossiblemission
intospacetosavehumanity.
DirectedbyRolandEmmerich,this
sci-fimoviefeaturesHalleBerry,
PatrickWilsonandJohnBradley.

VENOM
DISNEY+HOTSTAR
ThisistheevolutionstoryofVenom
—Marvel’smostenigmatic,complex
andbadasscharacter.EddieBrock
(TomHardy)isabrokenmanafter
heloseseverythingincludinghisjob
andfiancée.Justwhenhislifeisatits
lowest,hebecomeshosttoanalien
symbiotewhichresultsinextraordi-
narysuperpowers—transforming
himintoVenom.

SHUTUPSONA
ZEE5
ThisNationalFilmAward-winning
documentary followssingerSona
Mohapatra’s fight forequalspace
inmodern-day India.Thesinger is
beingsuedbyareligious
communitybecausetheyfindher
musical interpretationof an800-
year-oldpoemoffensive.She
receivesdeaththreatsandis
trolledonsocialmedia.Butshe
doesn'tbackdown.DirectorDeepti
Gupta followedMohapatra for
threeyears toput togetheran
intimateportraitof thesinger.

STREAMING
WATCH

LIST

SUANSHUKHURANA

INMAATI (Earth), the second EP by Assam-
based jazz pianist Ronojit Chaliha aka Ron
Cha,asongtitledLostopenswithapianoriff
attemptingtoemulatethesoundofthexutuli
–anage-oldAssamesefolkwindinstrument
that’sshapedlikeahalfmoonandisbelieved
to have been brought to Assam by Sino-
Tibetan groups centuries ago. Noted
AssamesesingerKalpanaPatowarysingsthis
ditty—anAssamese folkpasseddowngen-
erations, itdescribesthestoryofaboatspin-

ning inwater, without any oars, uncontrol-
lably.Aboutaminuteintoit,Chalihaturnsin-
ward, taking the jazz route and goes into a
sumptuous continuumof an interlude, re-
turning to his Assamese roots just before
Patowary is tostart thestanzas. It’swonder-
ful to see such open-ended interplay of in-
struments — keys alongwith bass, drums,
guitars and a nadhaswaram.What hits the
heartandaddsperspectivetothissongofsuf-
feringisastunningsoloonthenadhaswaram
bytheextremelytalentedKarthikeyan.
Lost is Chaliha’s hiddenmessage to the

world,wherehehighlightshowbeautifulfolk
ditties, tribal songs and borgeets—ones that
intrinsicallycapturethelivesofpeoplefroma
complex state—haveneitherbeenheardby

many,noraretheydocumented.Andforthat
hehasbroughtoutMaati—Chaliha’sattempt
to present folk pieces fromhis home state
alongwithhisjazzsensibilities.TheEPrevels
inthismeshof sensibilities, instrumentsand
thoughtswhilepresentingitallasacompre-
hensivewhole.
LostandfourotherdittiesinthisEPnotonly
giveus a glimpse into the24-year-oldmusi-
cian’sgiftsasanartiste,italsodriveshomethe
pointofhow,unlikewhat’svoicedoften,there

areyoungartisteswhoareattemptingtoup-
holdthisintangibleheritage,documentitand
allowittoreachawideraudience.
In the western classical music circles,
Chaliha aka Ron Cha’s reputation precedes
him. The young jazz pianist cameunder the
spotlightwhenin2013hisfinalscoreatTrinity
CollegeofMusic(AdvanceCertificatecourse)
wasthehighesteverinIndia.Hestillholdsthat
record.ButintheEP,it’snotjustaboutwhathe
learnedatmusic schoolbuta lotaboutwhat
he imbibed of his heritage; and this iswhat
makesMaatispecial. Thewayhehassteered
hismusic,presentingitfromtwoperspectives
butmaking it sound like one, is a stroke of
muchingenuity.
Omurapunerdekh(Omyendearingcountry)
was pennedover a 100 years ago by literary
stalwart Lakshminath Bezbarua and com-
posedbyAssamesepoliticianandLokSabha
MPKamalaPrasadAgarwala. Itmakesitsap-
pearance onMaati as an instrumental piece
on the saxophone along Chaliha’s piano.
Almosthymn-like,thepiecesoonwallopsinto
thejazzrealm,swingsaroundabitandreturns
to the basic folk tune. It is perhaps the finest
instrumentalrenditionsoftheiconicsong.The

opening piece, Awakening, is stunning and
Patowary’s seasoned voice goes to one’s
heart’sdepth,blending folkwithcontempo-
rary,withfreewheelingjazz intow.Chaliha’s
dexterity on the keys andhis hushed vocals,
giveusapeep into theelegantphrasinghe is
capableof.
He also ropes in BirenDeuri, a folkmusi-
cian fromMajor Chapori Gaon inMajuli —
the largest riverine island in the world —
which iswithin theBrahmaputra,hasadis-
tinct cultural heritage. Deuri sings Doi Roi
Bidi, a Bihu folk thathasDey layerherpow-
erful bass riffs with the drums and piano.
Anothertributetotheharvestseason,called
Bihu Blues, is sung by Patowari along
Schwarz-Bart’s saxophone and Chaliha on
thesynth.Whileeveryonedoesafinejobin-
dividually, the folk justdoesn’t blendseam-
lesslywith jazzandseemsabit stiff andco-
erced.It’sasongthatdoesn’tstay,thoughthe
brillianceof themusiciansdoes.
Maatiisanengagingeffortandacompelling
tribute to Assam. A glimpse into the state’s
lovelyfolkandChaliha’sownsensibilitiesand
its possibilities in the coming years, this ex-
pansiveexplorationleavesanimpression.

IT’S SURPRISING that the story of Nambi
Narayanan, an ISRO scientist who was
falsely accused of espionage, took so long
tobefilmed. Ithaseverything:amanwho
dedicated his life to the advancement of
science, a patriot who refused a coveted
NASA job to come back to serve his coun-
try, a man devoted to his wife and three
children,andwhofoughta long,bitterbat-
tle to clear his name.
RMadhavanwho haswrit-
ten and directed the film, as
well asacted in the titular role,
teeters between the two as-
pectsofNambi’slife:thebright,
cocky student of sciencewho
knows much more than his
professoratPrinceton,andwho
tirelessly pushes for what he
wants, and the responsible
familymanpushingbackatthe
calumny heaped upon him,
making Rocketry, The Nambi
Effect a somewhat patchy ef-
fort: effective in some parts, and over-the-
topamateurish inothers.
Thechallenge tokeepa regular, non-sci-
entific audience with it while exploring
‘solidandliquidstates’, thecorrectpressure
that is required to be the right propellant,

the details of the space programmes in
Russia and France, is evident in the way
things are incorporated in the script, with
an emphasis on keeping everything light
andunderstandable.
Nambi and his team keep arraying
themselves in interesting locations, not
just in around a dull office table — on a
street, ayacht, a cobweb-laden lab—even
as they discuss arcane scientific stuff, and

the effort shows. The charac-
terswhoplayNambi’s collab-
orators in foreignlandsareac-
tors trying very hard to act:
one particularly hilarious
sceneplaysoutsomewhere in
theUSSRwhereNambiandCo
raceacrossanairfieldonsnow
sleds laden with essential
parts for a rocket, with the
Americans inhot pursuit.
Scenes like these impel the
ultra-respectfulanchorofaTV
programme, played by Shah

Rukh Khan, to comment: this felt like a
JamesBondmovie.Mygrousewiththisde-
vicewhich is used to frame the back-and-
forthdialoguerightthroughthefilm,essen-
tially a long flashback, is how bland it is:
Madhavan, playing an elderly Nambi,

snowywhite beard and all, looking like a
deadringerfortherealNambi, inanimated
conversationwith SRK, should have been
thebeatingheartof the film.
And even though an attempt has been

madetoprevent the filmturning intoaha-
giography— in a tragic incident involving
oneofNambi’scolleagues(Mohan),thefor-
mer comes off as a hard-hearted pragma-
tist solely invested in getting the job done
—thefilmkeepspattingNambiontheback.
Admiring colleagues Param
(Ravindranathan), and Sartaj (Sahni) keep
saying, ‘you’re theman!’ There’s no doubt
in the movie’s mind, or in the way
Madhavanplayshim, thatNambi is ahero,
even when he is being cruelly beaten in

prison, orwhenhe is trying togethis shat-
teredwife(Simran)outof thefugueshehas
sunk into.
Madhavan makes you believe in the

character, even if thereare times in thebe-
ginningwhen Nambi looks older than he
should,evenasa‘senior’IvyLeaguestudent,
or when he is exchanging notes with his
dearmentor VikramSarabhai (Kapur) and
supportive ISROboss, shoving aside all ob-
staclesairily,andmarchingtohisowntune.
But thewriting is stodgy, and thedirection
doesn’t quitemake up for it. Andwhy not
evenamentionofthecrucialpoliticalcham-
pionsof India’sspaceprogramme,without
whose unstinting support it would have
turned intoanon-starter? SG

ROCKETRY,THE
NAMBIEFFECT
★★★■
Director:RMadhavan
Cast:RMadhavan,
Simran,RajitKapoor,
GulshanGrover,Sam
Mohan,Rajeev
Ravindranathan,
BhawsheelSahni

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THOSE PESKY little banana-loving, gibber-
ish-spouting yellow critters return in
Minions:TheRiseOfGru,andwhatalarkthis
newouting turns out to be, exactlywhat a
nippy,cheerful,funsummerfilmoughttobe.
The fifth instalment (if you’re counting)

ofDespicableMegivesusan11-year-oldGru
(Carell),whodesperatelywantstobeasuper
villain. Easily done, you’d think, given that
WildKnuckles(Arkin)hasfallenfromgrace,
and TheVicious Six gang, theworst villains
intheworld, is lookingforsomeonenew.
Gru, who can release the stinkiest fart

bombs toemptyout a full theatre, or freeze
customersatacrowdedstoretogetaheadin
the line, is totally convinced that he is the
goods.Alas,BelleBottom(Henson),thebrand
new leader of the Vicious Six is not im-

pressed; nor are the other gang-members
whodon’t havemuch to do other than just
hangaboutandgrowlwhenrequired.
This isafilmwhichwantstheadult/sac-

companying kid/s not to keel over in bore-
dom,which is prettymuchwhat happens
whencutelittleanimatedcreaturesgoabout
their business spreadingdeathlyheaviness.
Here you smile at the punnynames— Jean
Clawed(VanDamme)withagiantmachine
lobster for an arm, Nun Chuck (Lawless), a
nun who uses a nunchuck, and a whole
bunchof’70spopculturereferences(thefilm
is set in the early 70s) — a radio belts out
Funkytown,amovie-hallplaysJaws,tallafros
andwidebellbottomsabound.
The kids can laugh at themore kiddie

jokes,andthisiswheretheminionscomein.
OuroldpalsStuart,BobandKevinarejoined
bythepeskier,youngerOtto.It’shardtohand
out distinct personalities to what are, in

essence, just blobs of bright yellowwho
squeak instead of speak. Butwithin a few
minutes, you can tell Otto from the others.
He’sneedier,forone:assoonasheseesarock,
the one thingminions lovemore than any-
thingelse,apartfrombananas,heexchanges
it forapreciousgemthatGruhasgivenhim
tokeepsafe.
Sothere’sGruandhisfaithfulminionsar-

rayedalongsideKnucklesastheyfaceoffthe
ViciousSix.That’syourclimax,whichisabout
theonlythingthatdoesn’tfeelfresh:onlythe
otherweek, therewas your human vs di-
nosaur slugfest-in-a-townhall, a climactic
tropethatdoesn’teverseemtogoaway.The
restof itsparkles.
Gru, his neatness of aspect strangely

neveratvariancewithhisdesiretobeasu-
pervillain, isneverquite trulyevil.Norare
theminions.Thebadstuff thattheydoisat
thekindergartenlevelbadstuff,whichyou

can wipe and wash and square away.
Which is why we can have so much
unadulterated, unvarnished fun with
them, and at them, even when they take
over a plane andmanage, after a series of
heart-in-mouthmoments, not to crash it
—apitch-perfect sequencewhichwill ap-
peal to kids andadults alike.
Andthis timearound, theminionshave

akungfuteacher(Yeoh)whoteachesthem
to deal with the guys a notchworse than
they are. But even the Vicious Six, despite
theirclawsandfangs,remainquitelikeable.
The animation is top-notch. Some

scenes,especiallythosesetinSanFrancisco
— those up-and-down roads, the trams—
are breathtaking. But the thing that really
makesthis thingsing is thateachcharacter
feels alive, and for a franchise filmwhose
charactersareamongthefastest-sellingtoys
ontheplanet, that’squiteanachievement.
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MINIONS:THERISEOFGRU
★★★★■
Director:KyleBalda;Co-Directors:BradAbleson
andJonathandelVal
Voices:SteveCarell,AlanArkin,PierreCoffin,TarajiP
Henson,MichelleYeoh,
Jean-ClaudeVanDamme,LucyLawless,Dolph
Lundgren,RussellBrand,DannyTrejo,JulieAndrews

Deflection from
Trajectory

STRANGERTHINGS:
SEASON4
NETFLIX
Afterathree-yeargap,popularsci-
fihorrorseriesreturnedwith
VolumeIof thefourthseasonon
May27.Now,themuch-anticipated
Volume2,comprisingtwo
episodes, isalsostreaming.These
episodesareexpectedtoofferclues
tosolveseveralpendingquestions
aswellassetthestageforthe
show'sfifthseason.

COMPILEDBYALAKASAHANI

Songs of the Earth

MUSIC THIS WEEK
ALBUM:MAATI
★★★★■
Artiste:RonCha(featuringKalpanaPatowary,BirenDeuri,JacquesSchwarz-Bart,MohiniDey,
AlexanderToth,LionelLoueke,MylaiKarthikeyanamongothers)
Streamingon;SpotifyandiTunes

Absurder
and
Absurder
OM-THEBATTLEWITHIN
★★■

Director:KapilVarma
Cast:AdityaRoyKapoor,Sanjana
Sanghi,AshutoshRana,JackieShroff,
PrakashRaj,PrachiShah,VickyArora

ANUNDERCOVERagent,caughtinen-
emycrosshairs, unleashesaplot filled
with fast-paced action dottedwith
emotion.Oratleast,that’stheintention.
Om,TheBattleWithinmarksyetanother
addition in the line of films that
Bollywoodhasadoptedasasafebet:a
herowithpatriotismoozingoutof his
pores,goingafterthedastardlyenemies
of thestate, supportedbyfaithfulbud-
diesandalovingfamilyunit.
WefirstcomeuponthevaliantOm

Rathod(RoyKapoor)inthemiddleofa
botched covert operation, on a boat
somewhereonthedeepseas,bristling
withammoandmachismo.Bulletsare
whizzingpastnoisily,anumberofblack-
suited fellowsarebeing slain, andour
herofindsthetimetopressabuttonin
his ear and intone: There IsAMole In
OurMidst.No,thisisnotaspycomedy.
Maybe it shouldhavebeen.Whocan
themolebe?Isitsomeonedeepwithin
Om’sdepartment?A sour-faced sari-
cladbosswomanwhomarches about
flinging out barbs at everyone? The
craftyPrakashRaj,who’sbeenapartof
somanysimilarmoviesrecentlythatit’s
hardtotellthemapart?Themissing-in-
actiongrey-stubbledJackieShroffwho’s
beenworkingonamissile,orsomething
like that? The very volubleAshutosh
Rana,whokeepstalkingofdeshbhakti,
andhowrashtra(country)isbiggerthan
rakt(blood)?Orsomeoneelse?
There’s also a younger brigade of

spies: theoldies can’thaveall the fun,
right?Acrackcomputerexpert(Arora)
and sharp-shooters, is attached to
names including a spry girl (Sanghi):
why should boys have all the fun?
Whenevertheplot,whichembracesits
hare-brainednesswith enthusiasm,
needsadiversion,wegetbitsof action
involvingthislot.ThewinsomeSanghi
istotallyoutofplace,evenassheisgiven
a coupleof scenes inwhich shekicks,
chopsandshoots.Likethemillenialssay,
kuchchbhi.
But this is Bollywood.Can’t havea

moviewithoutamaa,right?PrachiShah
playsthetearfulmothertothehilt,not
lookingmucholderthanhermovieson.
WhenRoyKapoorisnotnestlinginthe
bosomofhisfamily,heislivinguptothe
film’s florid statementof beingamaz-
bootyoddha(strongsoldier)notakam-
zorbeta(weakson).See,theveryhard-
workingOmisnotjustanIndiansoldier,
heisalsoarashtriyakavach,sobeware:
internationalarmsdealers,greedytrai-
tors,andotherassortedbadguysquake
whenOmswitchestohisArnieavatar,
biceps bulging, heavymachine guns
roaring, rampaging through enemy
hideouts, blowingupmachinery and
men.Phew. SG

Alive &
Kicking
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Covid vaccines found highly
effective for people across
body weights: Lancet study

IN 2007, when Steve Jobs told theworld
Applehad“reinventedthephone”andcalled
ittheiPhone, itwasdifficulttoguesshewas
beingprophetic—andnotmerelypushing
more tech marketing spiel. The iPhone
changed theworld inmoreways thanone,
and had an impact going far beyond the
realmofpersonaltech.
Over the past 15 years, the

iPhonehassetthebenchmarkon
smartphones. For years, other
flagshipphoneshavebeenbilled
as ‘iPhone killer’, even though
none of them could really van-
quishthe“Jesusphone”.
Behind the success and im-

pact of the iPhone was a com-
plete reimagination of what a
phone should do in a user’s
hands. Here are five ways in
whichAppledid this.

1YOU CAN MAKE CALLSTOO:Makingavoicecallor
sendingamessagewasjustone
of the functionalities of the
iPhone. It was not the primary problem
thisphonewastryingtosolve.Thismeant
there were many reasons to pick up the
phoneotherthanone’sregularcommuni-
cationneeds.

2ONE DEVICE, MANY USES: TheiPhonewasamusicplayer,camera,cal-
endar,notepadand lotsof other things.As
itbecamepopularacrosstheworld,itkilled

a lot of other products, from point-and-
shoot cameras to portablemusic players
anddigitaldiaries.

3LOOK,NOKEYBOARD: In2007,con-sumersdidnotknowitwaspossibleto
haveaphonewithoutphysicalkeys.Many
punditscalleditthephone’sAchilles’ heel.

But the touch screen has stood
thetestof time.Apopularbrand
like BlackBerry, which claimed
the keypad as its USP, has
disappeared.

4WE HAVE AN APP FORTHAT: In 2008,whenApple
launched itsAppStorewith500
apps, itwas changing theworld,
oneappatatime.Fourteenyears
andmillions of apps later, this
softwarerevolutionhaspowered
the global economy and given
manyastartuptheplatformtobe
successful. TheUbers, Evernotes
and Angry Birds of the world
wouldnothavefoundthesuccess
theydidwithouttheAppStore.

5IT'SACOMPUTER, IDIOT:The iPhonewasnevertruetoitsname.Itwasallalong
a computer in smartphone clothing. Now,
millionsaroundtheworldusethephoneas
theirprimaryoronlycomputingdevice.This
changeinmindsetwouldnothavebeenpos-
siblewithout the iPhone setting the stan-
dardsforcomputingpowerandversatility.

NANDAGOPALRAJAN

15 years of iPhone: five ways how
Apple reimagined mobile phones

SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, JULY1

OVERTHElastsevendays,anaverage15,277
new Covid-19 cases have been recorded
everyday.Forcomparison,4,207caseswere
recorded a day on average during the first
week of June. The surge has beendriven by
sub-variantsofOmicron.

Whatarethesesub-variants?
The current surge in cases is because of

the BA.2 sub-variant of Omicron —which
also drove the thirdwave in January, along
withBA.1—andanothersub-variantthathas
branchedoff fromit, calledBA.2.38.
Earlier thisweek, Delhi reported its first

couple of cases of the BA.5 sub-variant of
Omicron. This was one of the sub-variants
thatledtoanincreaseincasesinSouthAfrica
a couple of months ago. The first BA.5 case
in India was reported in late May in
Telangana.
Cases of such sub-variants, which are

driving surges atmany places globally, are
ontheriseinIndiaaswell,buttheycurrently
accountforonlyasmallpercentageofcases.
Importantly,expertsbelievethat there isno
clinical significanceof this change.

Whatdoweknowsofarabouttheseand
othersub-variants thatarecirculating
aroundtheworld?
BA.2.38:This recently re-classified, and

has now been established that it leads to
milder disease, just like its parent sub-vari-
antBA.2.
BA.2: This is the sub-variant that drove

thewinter surge in India, alongwith BA.1.
BA.2soonovertook itscousinBA.1, showing
that it had a competitive advantage.
Althoughthediseasepatternwasnotdiffer-
ent for the two, BA.2 seemed to be more
transmissible.
BA.4 & BA.5: These sub-variants were

detected by South Africa in January and
Februaryrespectively.Thevariantstriggered
asurgeof infections,andbecamedominant
byMaythisyear.Theyarenowspreadingto
Europe, with BA.5 becoming the dominant
variant inPortugal.
BA.4 and BA.5 have around 13% to 15%

transmission advantage over BA.2, and can
also circumvent some of the immunity.
Thesevariantshavetwomutationsthatwere
thought to be of concern by researchers:
F486Vthat labstudieshaveassociatedwith
the ability of the virus to evade someof the
existing immunity, and L452R that was

foundintheDeltavariantandhasbeenasso-
ciatedwith theability to infect the lungs.
However, experience from other coun-

tries shows that the variants do not lead to
anincreaseinseveredisease,hospitalisation,
and deaths. This time around, doctors have
hardlyseenCovid-19pneumoniainpatients,
which had led to the increase in oxygen re-
quirementanddeathsduringtheDelta-vari-
ant driven secondwave of the summer of
2021.
BA.2.12.1: This sub-variant, whichwas

first detected in NewYork, is thought to be
23%to27%moretransmissiblethantheBA.2
sub-variant. It isalsothoughttoevadesome
oftheimmunitygainedthroughpreviousin-
fectionandvaccination.

Howmuchhaseachsub-variant
contributedtothecurrentsurge?
Genome sequences uploaded to the

globaldatabaseGISAIDshowthatBA.2.38—
whichbranchedoff fromBA.2—isdominant
in the country, accounting for 30% of all se-
quencesover the last30days.
ThiswasfollowedbytheBA.2sub-variant

itself, accounting for28%of samples, shows
an analysis of the GISAID data by
outbreak.info. (Outbreak.info isaprojectfrom
ScrippsResearchthataggregatesCoviddata
acrossscientificsourcesinordertotrackpan-
demic trends and integrate research and

datasets intoasingle searchable library.)
Although BA.4 and BA.5 were detected

in the country at almost the same time (in
the beginning of May), BA.5 has been
spreadingfaster,accountingfor7%of these-
quencesuploadedto theglobaldatabase in
the last 30days.
So far, Indiahas reportedat least 120se-

quences of the BA.5 sub-variant, most of
theminTamilNaduandKarnataka(43each).
As for the other sub-variant that led the
Covid-19 surge in SouthAfrica—BA.4—33
cases have been identified, which account
forlessthan1%ofsequencesuploadedtothe
globaldatabaseover the last30days.
BA.2.12.1 has accounted for 5% of se-

quencesoverthelast30days.Atleast190se-
quences of this sub-variant have been up-
loadedtotheglobaldatabase—mostofthem
comingfromTelangana(69),Karnataka(46),
andTamilNadu(45).

WhathaschangedbetweentheJanuary
waveandthecurrentwave?
Thebiggestdifference, researchers from

INSACOG say, is that there is no cluster for-
mationwith any of the emerging sub-vari-
ants.
When Omicron was on the rise in

December-endandJanuary, therewasclear
clusterformation,whichhelpedresearchers
quickly connect the dots that the increase

wasdrivenbythenewvariant.

So, shouldyoubeworried?
Scientists from INSACOG say that the

emergingsub-variantsarenotcreatingclus-
terformationsasthesub-variantsduringthe
December-Januarywavehaddone.
“In a country of a billionpeople, detect-

ingafewcasesof avariant isofnomeaning.
We haven’t seen these cases occurring in
clusters. Neither havewe seen any changes
inthesymptomsorrateofhospitalisationso
far,” a senior scientist fromINSACOGsaid.
The scientists will hold further discus-

sionswith the National Centre for Disease
Control(NCDC)totryandcorrelatethefind-
ings of genome sequencing with the epi-
demiologicaldataon theground.
The researcher said, “Although BA.2.38

was recently re-classified and is nowpres-
entinmanysamples,wehavenotfoundany
epidemiological evidence to suggest any
change in thediseasepatterns.”
Anotherscientistfromoneoftheregional

INSACOG labs said, “We are seeing more
cases of BA.2.38 now, but there is no
cluster formation. For example, when
Omicronfirststartedspreadinginthecoun-
try,wewereabletoseetheclusters,andvery
quickly chart who passed the infection to
whom. That hasn’t happenedwith the cur-
rentnewvariants.”
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APURVAVISHWANATH
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ONFRIDAY, the SupremeCourt declined a
plea by former BJP spokesperson Nupur
Sharma to club thehate speech cases filed
against her across the country. A vacation
BenchofJusticesSuryaKantandJBPardiwala,
while refusing to grant interim relief, criti-
cised the remarks shehadmade leading to
thecaseagainsther.

WhatwasSharma’splea?
InthelastweekofMay,whenshewasstill

BJPspokesperson,Sharmahadmadederoga-
tory remarks about the Prophet and the
Muslimcommunityonseveraltelevisionde-
bates.FollowinghersuspensionfromtheBJP,
Sharmaissuedanapologyandwithdrewher
statements. Several FIRswere registered
againstherincludinginDelhi,Mumbai,West
Bengal and Assam. Sharma moved the

SupremeCourtseekingatransferofallcases
ofhatespeechagainsthertoacourtinDelhi.

WhatdidtheSupremeCourtsay?
The court refused to grant interim relief

toSharmaandinsteadaskedhertoapproach
HighCourts.TheBenchalsomadeseveralob-
servations againsther remarks, underlining
thathercommentswere“irresponsible”.
“Thewayshehasignitedemotionsacross

thecountry…thisladyissinglehandedlyre-
sponsibleforwhatishappeninginthecoun-
try,”JusticeSuryaKantsaid.

Onwhatgroundsaresuchcases
clubbed?
Apersoncannotbeprosecutedmorethan

onceforthesameoffence.Article20(2)ofthe
Constitution guarantees the right against
double jeopardy.Multiple FIRs on the same
incidentwouldvirtuallymeanmultiple tri-
als.ApproachingtheSupremeCourt insuch
situations is aprocedural safeguard against

excessivelitigation.
■ In T T Anthony v State of

Kerala, a 2001 verdict, the
SupremeCourtheldthatthere
cannotbea“secondFIR”onthe
sameissue.
“There can be no second

F.I.R. and consequently there
canbenofreshinvestigationon
receiptofeverysubsequentin-
formation in respect of the
samecognizableoffenceorthe
same occurrence or incident
givingrisetooneormorecog-
nizable offences. On receipt of information
aboutacognizableoffenceoranincidentgiv-
ingrisetoacognizableoffenceoroffencesand
onenteringtheF.I.R. in thestationhousedi-
ary,theofficerinchargeofaPoliceStationhas
to investigatenotmerely the cognizable of-
fencereported intheFIRbutalsoothercon-
nectedoffencesfoundtohavebeencommit-
ted in the courseof the same transactionor

the sameoccurrence and file
one or more reports as pro-
vided in Section 173 of the
CrPC,”thecourthadsaid.

■ In 2020, the Supreme
Court in the case of Arnab
Goswami v Union of India ex-
pandedthisrulingandsaidthat
similarFIRsindifferentjurisdic-
tions also violates fundamen-
talrights.
“Subjectinganindividualto

numerousproceedingsarising
indifferentjurisdictionsonthe

basisofthesamecauseofactionisaviolation
of fundamental rights,” a benchheadedby
JusticeDYChandrachudsaid.
Thecourtsaidthatinsuchasituation,the

petitionercanapproachtheSupremeCourtto
club theproceedings. “A litany of our deci-
sions–torefertothemindividuallywouldbe
aparade of the familiar – has firmly estab-
lishedthatanyreasonablerestrictiononfun-

damentalrightsmustcomportwiththepro-
portionalitystandard,ofwhichonecompo-
nentisthatthemeasureadoptedmustbethe
leastrestrictivemeasuretoeffectivelyachieve
the legitimate state aim. Subjectingan indi-
vidual to numerous proceedings arising in
differentjurisdictionsonthebasisofthesame
causeofactioncannotbeacceptedastheleast
restrictiveandeffectivemethodofachieving
thelegitimatestateaiminprosecutingcrime,”
thecourtsaid.

WhydidtheSupremeCourtdeny
Sharma’splea?
The SC vacation Bench distinguished

Sharma’s case from the precedent in the
ArnabGoswami case. It indicated that the
courthadgrantedrelieftoGoswamisincehe
wasa journalist and thesamestatuscannot
be extended to Sharmawhowas a party
spokesperson.
Although theSC inGoswami’s case em-

phasised press freedom, it noted that the

Constitutionguaranteesthesamefreespeech
rightstoallcitizens.
“But toallowajournalist tobesubjected

tomultiplecomplaintsandto thepursuitof
remedies traversingmultiple states and ju-
risdictionswhen facedwith successive FIRs
andcomplaintsbearingthesamefoundation
hasastiflingeffectontheexerciseofthatfree-
dom.Thiswilleffectivelydestroythefreedom
of thecitizentoknowof theaffairsofgover-
nanceinthenationandtherightof thejour-
nalisttoensureaninformedsociety.Ourde-
cisionsholdthattherightofajournalistunder
Article19(1)(a) isnohigherthantherightof
thecitizentospeakandexpress.Butwemust
asasocietynever forget thatonecannotex-
istwithouttheother,”theCourthadsaid.
TheGoswami andAnthony rulings are

bothvalidprecedents thatwerebindingon
thevacationBench.However, in anoral ob-
servation,thevacationBenchsaidthat“ifthe
conscience of theCourt is not satisfied, the
lawcanbemoulded”.
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The new virus sub-variants
TheOmicronsub-variantsBA.2andBA.2.38aredrivingthecurrentsurgeacross India.WhilecasesofBA.4
andBA.5tooarerising,scientistsnotethatemergingstrainshavenot ledtoanycluster formationssofar.

KAUSHIKDASGUPTA
NEWDELHI, JULY1

IN2014,FrencheconomistThomasPiketty’s
Capital in The Twenty-First Century became
oneof therarehardcoreeconomicsbooksto
feature on bestseller lists. Written in the
backdrop of the OccupyMovements, the
book used piles of data to showhowmod-
ern capitalismworks to advantage private
wealth—concentratedinthehandsofami-
nusculepercentageof theglobalpopulation
—vis-à-vis incomes fromsalaries.
Given itscentralargument—if youhave

investmentsinrealestateandstockmarkets,
you are more likely to do well than those
withsalariedincomes—theallureofCapital
wasn’tdifficulttounderstand.Butthenearly-
700-pagetomewasoftenalsodescribedasa
“bestseller that’snever read”.
Piketty’s latest work, A Brief History of

Equality, is a slimmer and a far less dense

companion volume to Capital—and to his
2019work Capital and Ideology. As the au-
thor notes, “The volume of documentation
mightwell (have) discouraged the best-in-
tentionedcitizen.Itwastimeforsummation”.
Buttherearegoodreasonstoseethisless-

than-300-pageworkasanindependenttext.
Like Piketty’s earlier works, A Brief

HistoryofEquality isasmuchabout inequal-
ity. His central argument is that there has

been a long-term—althoughbynomeans
linear—movementtowardsequality inthe
past 200years. That, however, seems to be
reversing since the 1980s. This “limited
formof equality”, Piketty argues, has been
beneficial fromeverypointofview,because
collective prosperity “has allowed citizens
to participatemore fully in social and eco-
nomic life”.
But thenwhy is this victory a “limited”

one?
Pikettypointsoutthatthisisbecausethe

magnitude of the dominance of the top 10
per cent vis-à-vis the bottom50 per cent is
far less compared towhat itwas about 100
years ago. However, the diminishing domi-
nance of thewell-healed 10 per cent owes
muchmore to the improved fortunesof the
middle40percent.
At the same time, the concentration of

property hasn’t ceased to be extreme. This
paradox, Piketty explains, is largely due to
“historicalheritage”.

The turn to thewelfare state in the last
century, improvedaccess tohealthcare and
education, and profound changes in legal
systemshavebeen at the core of themarch
towardsequality. These radical transforma-
tionswere“borne”byintensesocialandpo-
litical struggles — though, in a departure
from radical theoreticians, Piketty cautions
against arriving at a cause-and-effect rela-
tionship between the organisation of the
welfarestate’semancipatoryinstitutionsand
popularmovements.
Discriminationcanbeovercomethrough

a “recourse to history, diffusion of knowl-
edge,deliberationandconfrontationamong
differentpointsofview”—prescientatatime
whenasectionoftheOccupyMovementhas
turned to Trumpism, and elements of the
ArabSpringhave fed into Islamism.

ExplainedBooksappears everySaturday.
It summarises the coreargumentof an im-

portantworkofnon-fiction.
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Concise companion to a bestselling treatise

Healthcare
professionalscollecta
passenger’s sample for
RT-PCRtestingat
Kalupurrailwaystation,
Ahmedabad, in June.
NirmalHarindran

iPhone11son
displayduring
Apple’sproduct
launchevent in
California in
2019. TheNYT

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE, JUNE1

OBESITYHASbeen identifiedasa risk fac-
tor for severe Covid-19 since early in the
pandemic,butlittlewasknownsofarabout
theeffectivenessof thevaccinesforpeople
with obesity. Now a study in The Lancet
DiabetesandEndocrinologyhasfoundthat
two vaccine doses are highly
effective against severe dis-
ease for people who are un-
derweight, overweight, or
whohaveobesity.

Large sample
Carried out in theUK, the

study covered9,171,524 adult
patientswhohadBMIdataand
had not previously been in-
fectedwith SARS-CoV-2. They
were grouped based on their
BMI: healthyweight, under-
weight,overweight,obesity.Duringthestudy
period fromDecember8, 2020 (dateof the
first vaccine given in theUK) toNovember
17,2021,over5.6lakhofthe9milliontested
positive.Of those, 32,808wereadmitted to
hospitaland14,389died.
At the endof the studyperiod, 23.3%of

thehealthyweight group, 32.6%of theun-
derweight group, 16.8% of the overweight
group and14.2%of the groupwith obesity
hadnotreceivedanydoseofanyvaccine.
Theresearcherscomparedriskofsevere

disease in vaccinated versus unvaccinated
people at least 14days after a seconddose.

The findings
■Intheunderweightgroup,vaccinated

people had around half the likelihood of
being hospitalised or dying compared to
theunvaccinated.

■ In the healthy and high BMI groups,
vaccinated peoplewere 70% less likely to
be hospitalised than those unvaccinated,
and two-thirds less likely todie.

■ Among vaccinated people only, of
the fewer Covid-19 cases
recorded, people of very low
and very high BMIweremore
likelytoexperienceseveredis-
ease. For example, following
twodoses,anunderweightBMI
of 17 was linked to a 50% in-
creaseinriskofhospitalisation
comparedwith a healthy BMI
of23,andaveryhighBMIof44
hadthreetimestheriskofhos-
pitalisation compared with a
healthyBMI.

Takeaway for underweight
Inalinkedcomment,ProfessorAnnelies

Wilder-SmithandProfessorAnnikaFrahsa
of the University of Berne (whowere not
involvedinthestudy)wrote:“Therewasa
highervaccineuptakebypersonswithobe-
sity…Thesefindingsshouldpromptashift
towardsmore targeted anddifferentiated
publichealthmessagingtoalsoaddressun-
derweight persons who may perceive
themselves at lower risk in order to en-
hancevaccineuptake in thisgroup.”
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EXPRESSADDA

(Fromright)UnionMinisterHardeepSinghPuriwithPVaidyanathanIyer,ExecutiveEditor,TheIndianExpress,andAnantGoenka,ExecutiveDirector,TheIndianExpress

OnAmerica’s lack of
leadership and a changing
world order
Anotherwayofaddressingthis issueis,are
wewitnessing a processwhich is already
wellembarkedondeglobalisation?Thein-
flationrate intheUStoday is thehighest in
46years. The Fed (USFederal Reserve) has
announcedasteepincreaseininterestrates.
Themarkets have already factored in that
increaseininterestrates…andthetalknow
is that of a similar increase in the coming
months.Sothat is theUS.
Themost importantthingI foundthere

(atDavos) isthatEuropeseemedtobepre-
occupiedwithitself.Ittooksomegentlebut
assertiveinteractiontotell themthatthere
isaworldoutside,whichisbeginningtoface
challenges today. We have a number of
crises. We should not approach any one
crisisinamannerthatitendsupexacerbat-
ingtheothercrisis.
Thefoodcrisis,thefuelcrisis,andthefer-

tiliser crisis. In effect, all three are inter-
linked.Whyisthathappening?...Theglobal
order, which was established post the
SecondWorldWar, I think the time has
cometoseeif thereistweakingrequiredin
thatsystemtomakeit fit fortheworld.The
worldhaschangedrapidly.

Onhow longwill India’s
dependency on oil continue
I don’t think the problem started on

February 24,with themilitary operations
between the Russian Federation and
Ukraine.Thefuelproblempredatesthat.But
February 24 provided it a newdimension
altogether. Three things happened as a re-
sultof thiscrisis.Whiletherewillbeturbu-
lence aswenavigate the crisis, some good
thingswillcomeoutof it.Oneisthatpeople
have become extremely cautious because
youdon’twant thekindof impact onyour
consuming public, whichwe’re seeing in
somecountriesaroundIndia—youwantto
makesureyouhaveoil,soyouwilldiversify
your sources. Secondly, all this talk about
greenenergytransitionwilltakethismuch
faster. If you look atwhatwehavedone in
India,we’vedramaticallyenhancedourex-
plorationandproduction.Outofour3.5mil-
lionsqkmofsedimentbasin,wewerenever
exporting more than 6-7 per cent, we
ramped it up to 15 per cent. Our biofuel
blendingin2014was1.4percent.Today,we
arealreadyblending10percent.Wehada
targetof20percentby2030.We’vealready
brought that forward to 2024-25. E-20 or
ethanol 20 per cent blendedwill be avail-
ableatourpetrolpumps,accordingtomy

NalinKohli,NationalSpokesperson,
Bharatiya JantaParty

KhairUllNissaSheikh,ExecutiveDirectoratWorldTradeCenter India
Services, (right)AnantaSinghRaghuvanshi, FounderPresidentElect,
NaredcoMahi

ManojGaur,Chairman&Managing
Director,GaursGroup

SanjitBakshi,Director,
CentralPark

DilipChenoy,Founder,DCSkills
NikhilHawelia,ManagingDirector,
HaweliaGroup

VOICE BANK

A
tarecentExpressAddainDelhi,Hardeep
SinghPuri, UnionMinister of Housing
andUrbanAffairs and Petroleumand
Natural Gas, spoke about a changing

worldorder, India’sdependencyonoilandtheneed
forgovernmentinterventioninreal estate

‘Time has come to tweak the world order
established after WorldWar II’

NAVINRAHEJA
CHAIRMANANDMANAGINGDIRECTOR,
RAHEJAGROUP

Therehasbeenatransformation
butcanallministriesthatrequire
redevelopment, including

RailwaysandForest, joinhands
andworktogetherforanewIndia?
Weareconstructing700-900
millionsquaremetresof space
everyyear. For thePradhanMantri
AwasYojana,wehavealready
sanctionedmorethanonecrore
(houses). Forevery1,000unitsof
affordablehousingweconstruct,
manypeoplegetemployment.This
governmentworksasawhole.
Inter-ministerial coordination is
happening.Noproject isheldup
becauseof environmental
clearances.UnderAMRUTH, if a
responsedoesnotcomebya
particulardate,youpresumeyou’ve
got theclearance.

TAVLEENSINGH
COLUMNIST

HowdoyouthinktheUkrainewar
isgoingtoend,andwheredoesit
leaveIndia,sinceRussiacouldend
upasajuniorpartnertoChina?
IwillgiveyouwhatIthinkisan
eminentlysensibleview,whichisthe

officialIndianview—pleaseplacea
premiumondiplomacytoresolveit.
Achieveintheshortrunacessationof
hostilitiessothatyoucanuseyour
marginofpersuasion.Idon’tthink
anyoneisbecominganybody’s
partner.Weareinapositiontotalkto
alltheparties. If somehavepostures
thatarenottoyourliking,youwill
havetodealwiththem.Mytheoryon
theendofthewaristhatitwillnot
takeaslongaspeoplethink.Iwas
amongthosewhosaidhe’sbeen
sayingfor15yearsif theNATOline
moveshere,he’sgoingtodoit.Today,
youhavetolookatwhatisgoing
on…Theinternationalcommunity
hastoshoulderthisanditwon’t
comefromtakingirrationalsidesone
wayortheother.

POONAM DABAS
FOUNDINGTRUSTEE,CENTREFORMEDIA&
STRATEGICSTUDIES

OnCentralVista,worldoverhas
therebeenanotherinstanceof
whatIwouldcallthedemolition
ofhistory?
Thisarchitecturegoesbackto1916
andwassupposedtobetheimperial
legislatureetc,notthecapitalofa
country.Wearebuildingforthenext
250years.LookatwhattheIndian
populationwasin1916andwhatit
willbewhenthedelimitationperiod
endsin2026.Thehistoryisthere,
noneoftheiconichistoric,cultural
buildingsaregoingtobetakendown.

VNDALMIA, DIRECTORANDFORMER
CHAIRMAN, DALMIACONTINENTAL

Whathappened to the shale
deposits found inArunachal
Pradesh in the2000s?Theywere
said tohave thepotential to
significantly impact India’s
import requirements.Were they
not exploited for technical or
economic reasons?
If thepriceof petrol is high,
we’ll look at shale. In theUS,where
billionsweregoing there, once the
oil price camedown, therewasno
incentive, and therewere also
environmental issues.

KunihikoKawazu,DeputyChief
ofMissionof theEmbassyof Japan
in India
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ministry’sstatement,byApril1,2023.We
aregoingforcompressedbiogasinahuge
way... Nomatterwhichway you look at
theenergyequation,Indiawillbethecrit-
icaldriverofdemandinthenext30years.
Youhaveapopulationwhichiseconom-
icallymore active. Our per capita con-
sumptionisone-thirdof theglobalaver-
age.Globalaverageswillremainstable…a
rich Europe cannot consumemore en-
ergy, theymay have to source it from
somewhereelse.Earlier,itwasthatwe've
cutoffRussiansupply. Nowthereality is
thatRussiamaydecidetochokeoffsome-
thing. I have a feeling that whilst
all thepositivethingsarehappening, the
internationalarrangementswhicharein
place are going to funda-
mentallychange.
Ifinsurancecoversarenot

going to be available out of
London, then theywill be-
come available fromother
parts of theworld. If people
thinkthattheycanartificially
calibratetheamountofsup-
ply,well,youmightsuddenly
discover that people have
gone right ahead. And you
might,whenthetransitiontakes
place,beleftwithmorethanyouhadbar-
gained for. I have a feeling thatwhilst all
thepositive thingsarehappening, the in-
ternational arrangements,which are in
place,aregoingtofundamentallychange.

On the power shift
in leadership
Look, it’s very tempting to say that

there is a shift inwhere power resides. I
don’t buy that. The US is the lead econ-
omy, it’s about $20 trillion. You can’t
change that. TheChinese are the second
largest economy, around $11-12 trillion.
Afterthat, thereareoneortwocountries
at five,andtherearecountrieswhichare
todayat$3.23trillion,butvery fastcom-

ingupto$5trillion.Sowhatwilltheworld
look like in2030? In2030,weshouldbe
a$10trillioneconomy.Now,bythattime,
presumablytheUSandChinaandall the
otherswouldalsohaveadjustedbutyou
can look at trajectories, somewill go up,
somewillnotbeabletogoup.Therealis-
sue is thatwill the second-largest econ-
omy challenge theworld’s largest econ-
omyintermsof economicpower?

On the change in India’s
approach toWest Asia
I thinktheseareverystrongrelation-

ships.Oilmayappeartobeamoreimpor-
tant factor looming on the horizonnow,
because the oil prices are very high, but

pleasealsolookatthenum-
bers of the Indian origin or
Indianpassportholderswho
areworking in these coun-
tries.So it’saverystrongre-
lationship and I think the
years of theModi govern-
ment havewitnessed spe-
cial efforts made by both
sides in terms of how the
strength of the relationship
is fortified by excellent per-

sonal chemistry between the
headsof stateandgovernment.

Onwhy the UNhas been
unsuccessful in preventing
use of force
TherearethreeUNs.Oneisthemem-

berstates,whichmeansthe193member
states of the UN. Then there is the UN
Secretariat, SecretaryGeneral. The third
UN,whichsometimesIusedtothinkwas
more powerful than the other two, in-
cludedNGOs, civil society and you,who
mould opinion, you’re the great influ-
encers. If the UN is amess, don’t blame
theUN,blamethememberstates...Now,
innormaltimes, if thepermanentmem-

bersagreeamongstthemselves,theycan
all get together and tell the Secretariat
what to do. But if the Russians and
Chinese are on the one side, or if the
British and French are not seeing eye to
eyeandeachoneof themisgunghoand
using the veto… just look up the record
of the UN,whenever crises have taken
place,howmanytimeshasthevetobeen
used? And what are the purposes on
whichthevetohasbeenused?
So today, some countries can turn

around and say, which they said inmy
timealso,thatifyouarefacingasituation,
which involves one of themass crimes
like genocide, ethnic cleansing, war
crimes and crimes against humanity, a
permanentmembershouldnotuseveto.
But it’sall talk.
Lookatwhat’shappening.Iwouldsay

that theUNcouldbemoreeffective.

On renewables and
dependency
Oneof the things that the pandemic

didwasitmadeyouwaryofyoursupply
chains.When thedisruption tookplace,
you said, I cannot be dependent in get-
tingmy active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents fromonesource. Ineedtodiversify.
Wehadavaccinemanufacturingcapac-
ityinthepublicsectorandIthinkthepre-
vious government, between 2004 and
2014, dismantled it because itwasnot a
priority. Today, I think, the lessonswe
have learnt have driven home the point
—youcannotbedependentoneitherone
source oronetypeofenergy.Itcancreate
severeconsequences.

Ongreenhydrogen
I think the challenges are there any-

wherebut theoptimismIhaveongreen
hydrogen isof averyhighorder...India is
the place for energy and future because
the Indian growth storywill require en-
ergy.ThePrimeMinisterwasspeakingto
thecountryfromtherampartsoftheRed
FortonAugust15.Hesaidwewilldoitin
missionmode. It isbeingdone.

Onbanningwheat exports
but allowing exports of
refined crude
Perhaps private retailers thinking

therewasmoremoney to bemade ex-
porting,decidedtoreducethequantum
of sales domestically. But I thinkwe’ve
dealtwiththatsituation.AmIentitledto
ask them to sell? Absolutely. But there
comes a tipping point if you have to
choosebetweenalittledomesticobliga-
tion also… and I’ve no doubt theywill
risetothat.Wheatbanexport isanarra-
tive issue. It’s not thatwe are sayingwe

aregoingtohangontothewheatandit’s
going to remain here. No.What we’ve
done is, in the kind of situationwe find
ourselves today, it is probably judicious
to utilise your ability to export food to
certaincountriesasastrategicmeans. If
youopen it up totally, you knowwhat’s
going to happen— it will not go to the
peoplewhoneedit. Itwillgotothepeo-
ple who have the capacity to buy and
wheatdoesn’thavealimitedshelf life, it
willbestoredinsilos,andwhatcanhap-
penisthatglobalpricescanshootupand
people will turn around and start sell-
ing…it’spossible.

On the need for government
intervention in real estate
Thegovernmenthas tomake sure it

has a system in placewhichworks and
themostglaringthingIfoundwhenIbe-
camehousingministerwas thatwedid
nothavea regulator. Sowhatdidwedo
in RERA (Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act)? There were
attempts to sabotage RERA. A large
number of cases were filed against
RERA. So the Delhi apex court directed
all the cases to be taken up in the
Mumbai High Court. The best thing is
that thecourt threwitout,RERAishere
and it is a roaring success.

On some states using
bulldozers to raze homes
I have an easywayout—as land is a

statesubject, Ihavenothingtodowithit
asacentralminister—butIamnotgoing
to take that. I’mgoing togiveyouavery
simpleanswer...Urbanisation in India is
an autonomous and robust process.
People come fromtheir villages in large
statesandcometoTier IIorTier III cities
looking for jobs. So a lot of people came
into the NCR or Delhi and some un-
scrupulous elements started cutting…
theycall itcoloniyankaatrahehain.With
the passage of time, you organise your-
selfbutit’s(still)anunauthorisedcolony.
IpilotedtheBillonregularisationof1,731
colonies.I’llneverforgetthatdaybecause
mydaughterwas gettingmarried and I
had to skip one of the religious cere-
moniesbecauseIhadtogotoParliament.
So it’s one of the success stories but it's
stillworkinprogress. Insofarasthesen-
sational, “Are you allowed to throw a
stone?Areyouallowedtodamagepub-
lic property?”— that’s not a discussion
that canbeeasilyhadwithoutknowing
the context. Land is verymuch a state
subject.Butnomatterwhat the issue is,
the right to dissent is fundamental. But
express your dissent in the formof dis-
agreement. Not by saying if you don’t
givemethis, then I’ll burn thisdown.

AmanHingorani, authorandlawyer
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Theaudienceat theeventatLeMeridien,NewDelhi

JaniceDarbari,HonoraryConsul
GeneralofMontenegro in India

RajlakshmiDarbari, authorand
filmmaker
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TheonecityinIndiayouaremost
optimisticabout?
Delhi

ThenextmetropolitancityinIndia?
In any list, Ahmedabad and Pune

wouldbeconsidered,butboththesecities
haveapaceof theirown. So I reallydon’t
knowwhether it will be these two or
someothers.

Greenfieldorbrownfield,what’sa
betterwaytobuildasmartcity?
Whenwetookthebid,90werebrown-

fieldand10greenfield.So,both.

TheCongressorAAP,whowill
emergeasthebiggercompetitionfor
yourparty?
The Congress in the 2014 and 2019

elections put together, doesn’t add up
to100seats.OnAAPmyviewsaredifferent.
Youcan’tprovideeverythingfree.AAPwill
cometoknowaate,dalkabhaavinPunjab.
Let’s give it another three to sixmonths.

Neither theCongressnor theAAP inspire
great confidence as being capable of be-
comingcredibleOppositionparties.

Forhowlongdoyouseethe
warcontinuing?
I’m an optimist. I think sooner

thanlater.

Protectionismorglobaltrade,
whichapproachdoyouseemore
beneficialfortheworldtoemerge
fromthismess?
Weareallforfreetradebutwemustbe

formultilaterallynegotiatedrulesthatgov-
erntheinternationaltradingsystem.Ithink
it’sacombinationofboth.

Solar,wind,nuclear,hydel,hydro—
whichwillemergeasthelargest
energysourceaftercoalinIndia?
You’re going to have several —

new, renewable, alternate, all are
going to come in a very big way, and
nucleartoo.

QUICKQUESTIONS

RAJEEVGUPTA
ADVISOR— INDUSTRY INTERACTION,
RAJIVGANDHI INSTITUTEOFPETROLEUM
TECHNOLOGY

Arewetakingadvantageofthe
changingworldordertoposition
Indiaatthecorrectplace?Inthis
globalrecession,will Indiafare
betterthantheothers?

Theanswertoyourfirstquestionis
yes.Second,Ithinkwewillcertainly
farebetter.TheRBIhassaidwemay
beabletoavoidstagflation.
Duringthepandemic,therewasa

totalstimuluspackageof20trillion
dollars,sotherewillbeinflation.
Therewillalsobeaproblemwiththe
highpriceofoil.Butaswehave
shownduringthehandlingofthe
Covidcrisis,wearebetterpositioned.
Themarketdeterminestheexchange
rate,butwearedoingmanythings.If
theleadeconomyintheworldraises
itsinterestratemore,andyouarea
successfulbusinessman,youwill
decidewhereyouwanttoparkyour
dollars,hereorthere.Butwehavethe
farsightednesstopositionourselves
inawaythatwelessentheimpactof
theglobalchallenges.

NALINISINGH
SENIORJOURNALIST

Whensomebodysellsproperty,
theyaskthebuyertopaystamp
dutyatthecirclerate.Butthe
regulatorsaysthedifference
betweenthe70percentandthe
stampdutyisblackmoneyand
bothmustgive30percentofthat
mythicalblackmoneyandpay

penalty.Wepaycapitalgainstaxof
21percentandthat.
I’malsoatthereceivingendofthis
problem.Thestategovernmentsets
thecirclerate.IspoketoMrKejriwal,
whosaidtheywillreduce20percent
tillaparticulardate.Ihavealsobeen
talkingtootherstategovernmentsto
haverealisticcirclerates.Thehigh
rateswerecreatedbecauseyouhada
situationwhereapropertyworth
Rs400crorewassoldforasong.
Thereisnoregulatorandthemarket
determineswhatthevalueoftheflat
is.Thepreviousgovernmentin
MaharashtrarationalisedtheFSI
(FloorSpaceIndex).Weare
encouragingtheurbanlocal
bodiestoraisefinancesbecausethey
don’tchargerevenuewherethey
haveto.Ikeepsaying,letusgo
forrationalisation.

AKJAIN
EXCOMMISSIONER (PLANNING), DDA
Twomasterplanshavebeen
prepared forNCRandDelhi.
Theseare for20years.Our cities
areonventilator, sowhynot for
five years?
Anymaster plan is notmade for
five years. In the earliermaster
plan, it tookmoreyears toprepare
theplan thanexecute it. Today, the
difference is that there is

widespread stakeholder
consultation.Weknowthe cities
areonventilator, there is
autonomous liberalisation and
movementof people takingplace.
Thepopulationof Delhiwas eight
lakh in1947. In the first census in
1951, itwas22 lakh. Today, it
wouldnotbe less than twocrore.
Wehave regularised1,731
colonies, therehasbeen land
pooling. Because theurban space
is changing so fast,with700 to900
million squaremeters of space
createdeveryyear, peopledon’t
realisewhat’s happening. Youalso
need citizen cooperation. If yougo
into theNewDelhiMunicipal
Corporationarea that’s a smart
city, but Iwould like theother
parts,whicharenowgoing tobe
dealtwithbya single entity, also to
get the samekindof treatment.

In theRoom:HemantAmin, CEO,AsiaminCapital;KKRathi,MD,FirstBridge
FundManagers;Sunil Lulla,Founder, TheLinusAdventures;UgoAstuto,EU
Ambassador to India;MangalDev,DirectorofHitachi IndiaandHeadofHitachi
RailwaysSystemsBusiness, IndiaandSouthAsiaRegion;RakheeGuptaBhandari,
PrincipalResidentCommissioner,Governmentof Punjab;Mudit Jain,Senior
Advisor,DCW;PAdvani,CEO,AdvaniGroup;RejiAbraham,ManagingDirector,
AbanOffshore;YKAlagh,ViceChairmanandProfessorEmeritus, SardarPatel
Instituteof EconomicandSocialResearch;TribhuvanDarbari,ManagingDirector,
TexmacoDefenceSystems;AmardeepTonySingh,MD,PritamGroupOfHotels;
ChitraSarkar,FounderMember,Women inAviation International.
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Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

I, Suganya W/O Poovan J residing
at Rajiv Gandhi Nagar, Vazhiyur,
Polur, Tiruvannamalai,
Tamilnadu-632315, have changed
my name to P Suganya vide
affidavit dated 28 Jan 2022 at
Tiruvannamalai. 0050199758-1

I, Suganya W/O Poovan J residing
at Rajiv Gandhi Nagar, Vazhiyur,
Polur, Tiruvannamalai,
Tamilnadu-632315, have changed
my daughter name to P Tamanna
vide affidavit dated 28 Jan 2022 at
Tiruvannamalai 0050199759-1

I Bhuwan Chand S/o Keshav Dutt
R/o B-8 Suraksha Apartment
Abhay Khand-3 Indirapuram
Ghaziabad have changed my
name from Bhuwan Chandra to
Bhuwan Chand 0050199757-1

WWEETHEPARENTS (FAISAL
SHEIKH - FATHERANDSAMIA
SHEIKH -MOTHER)OF
MOHAMMADARHAANSAIF
SHEIKH R/OHOUSENO-1932
GROUNDANDFIRST FLOOR,
SECTOR-45, JHARSA,GURGAON,
HARYANA-122003WANTSTO
UPDATETHATOURSON
PREVIOUSLYKNOWNAS
MOHAMMEDARHAANSHEIKH
SOLEMNLYDECLARETHATHIS
NAME MOHAMMADARHAAN
SAIF SHEIKHWILLBE
OFFICIALLYUSEDFORALL
FUTUREPURPOSES.

0040620754-1

II,,SSUURRAAJJ VASHISHTS/O-ASHOK
KUMARR/O3/24,3rd-FLOOR
RAMESH-NAGARNEW
DELHI,110015,HAVECHANGED
MYNAME,FROMSURAJTO
SURAJVASHISHT. 0040620840-2

II,,SSHHWWEETTAAMEHRA,D/O:PRADEEP
KUMARKHURANA, R/O:
FLAT.NO-1202, TOWER-B4, CLEO
COUNTY,SECTOR-121, NOIDA,
GAUTAMBUDDHA-NAGAR,
UTTARPRADESH-201301,
changedmyname toSHWETA
KHURANA. 0040620865-6

II,,SSAANNDDEEEEPP S/OAJIT SINGH
MANNR/OHNO.440, SECTOR-
6,BAHADURGARH, JHAJJAR-
124507.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSANDEEPMANN.

0040620858-4

II,,SS..VVaaiisshhaakkhh S/o-B.Shankar
R/o:GH-5 and7,FlatNo-
623,PaschimVihar,NewDelhi-
87,HaveChanged MyName to
Vaishakh Iyer,for all Purposes.

0040620840-6

II,,RReeeennaaKanwer is legally
weddedspouseofNo-
10136298M,HavAshokSingh
presently residingat 105 TA
RAJRIFC/O-56APO. Inmy
husband’s service recordsmy
namehasbeenwrongly
mentionedasReenaKanwer
insteadof ReenaKanwar and
(DoB-15-05-1988).It needs
correction. Objectionsbe filed
to concernedauthorities
within sevendays.

0020441537-1

II,,RRaammjjaattaann chauhan,S/o-Tarai
Lai,R/o-H.No.1313,Vaidwara
Kinari Bazar,Chandni
Chowk,Delhi-6,have changed
thenameofmyminor son,from
SriaanshChauhan to Lakshit
Chauhan,for all purposes.

0040620865-5

II,,RRaakkeesshhKapoor,S/o JC
Kapoor,R/oH.No.124, Rajdhani-
Enclave,PitampuraSaraswati-
ViharDelhi,Delhi-34,have
changedmy,name toRakesh
ChandarKapoor. 0040620865-3

II,,RRAAJJ KUMARSINGHKUSHWAHA
S/O.RAMCHANDRA
KSUHWAHAADD-I-
469,GALI.NO-12BSAURABH
VIHAR JAITPURBADARPUR
SOUTHDELHI-110044, changed
myname toRAJKUMAR,
permanently. 0040620868-1

II,,PPaarrvveeeennKumar,S/o Sh.Krishan
Kumar,R/o.H.No.1199
Kanjhwala roadVillage
Bawana,Delhi-110039,inform
thatmyminor sunname
wrongly-writtenasNuru in his
School record theactual-name
ofmyminor sunNural
BendreshD.O.B.-28/09/2006

0040620840-5

I Jaya Paul, W/O SatyaNarayan,
R/O of Sector 17A/306
Vasundhara-Ghaziabad, shall
henceforth be known as Jaya
Nand. 0050199782-1

II,,PPRRAADDEEEEPPMALHOTRA,S/O
DHARAMPAULMALHOTRA,R/O
E-88A,MANSAROVER-
GARDEN,NEWDELHI
110015,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME,FROMPRADEEPKUMAR
MALHOTRATOPRADEEP
MALHOTRA. 0040620840-3

II,,PPRRAABBHHJJOOTT SINGH,S/OAJEET
SINGHR/O-9/25,FIRST-FLOOR,
SUBHASHNAGAR,WESTDELHI-
110027,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME,FROMPRABHJOTSINGH
MATHARUTOPRABHJOT
SINGH. 0040620858-6

II,,NNeeeellaammW/o-Raju
Sabbarwal,R/o-H.No.121-
A,DDA-Flat,Community
Center,Mansarover
Park,ShahdaraNorth-East,
Delhi-110032,have changedmy
name toNeelamSabbarwal,for
all purposes. 0040620865-4

II,,NNAARRYYAANNSINGHSAINI/NARAIN
LALSAINY, S/O.JHUTHARAMSAINI
ADD-BAAGWALI-DHANI KOLANA
KOLANA,DAUSARAJASTHAN
303313, Changedmyname to
NARAYANLALSAINI.
Permanently. 0040620868-2

I,RABIAKHATOON,D/O
MOHAMMADMUSTAQUE,R/O
PLOTNO.44,BLK-G,INDER-
ENCLAVEPHASE-2,
KIRARI,SULEMAN-NAGAR,DELHI-
110086.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
RABIYAKHATOON. 0040620858-10

I,ARTI CHAWLAW/ODINESH
KUMARR/OC-220,WESTPATEL
NAGAR,DELHI-110008.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOARTI
POPLI. 0040620858-8

II,,MMeeeennuu Jain,W/o-Lavit Jain,R/o-
49,Second Floor,Masjid
Lane,Bhogal Jangpura, New
Delhi-110014,have changedmy
name,fromMeenu Jain,to
Ruchi Jain,for all purposes.

0040620868-5

II,,MMaayyaannkk Jain S/oSatishKumar
JainR/o-42ND-Block
PitampuraDelhi-110034,
changedmyminor sonname
Atharv toAtharv Jain.

0040620858-1

II,,MMUUSSTTAAQQUUEE,,SS//OOMOHAMMAD
ISA,R/OPLOTNO.44,BLK-
G,INDER-ENCLAVEPHASE-
2,KIRARI,SULEMAN-
NAGAR,DELHI-110086.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MOHAMMADMUSTAQUE.

0040620865-1

II,,MMOOHHAANNAARAO,father
of,SudheerKumarKottakota,
Presently,residingat,1-374,
TarakaRama-Colony,
Kothapeta-Village,
Kotabommal Post, Srikakulam-
Distt., Andhra-Pradesh-
532195,have changedmy
name,fromMOHANARAO to
KOTTAKOTAMOHANARAO,
vide-affidavit dated-30-6-22.

0040620868-9

II,,MMAANNJJUUW/OSANDEEPMANN
R/OHNO.440, SECTOR-
6,BAHADURGARH, JHAJJAR-
124507.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOMANJURANI.

0040620858-5

II,,MMAANNJJEEEETT SINGH
BHATTI/MANJEETBHATTI R/O
PAVINDERSINGHR/O14,MCD-
FLATS,NEHRU-PARK,RAMESH-
NAGAR,DELHI-110015.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MANJEETSINGH. 0040620865-2

II,,JJaaggddiisshh PrasadS/OMusadhi
Lal Garg,R/OB-188,StreetNo-7,
AshokNagar,Delhi-110093,
HaveChangedmyName to
JagdishPrasadGarg.

0040620840-1

II,,HHAASSEEEENNAAKHATOONW/O
MOHAMMADMUSTAQUER/O
PLOTNO.44,BLK-G,INDER
ENCLAVEPHASE-2,KIRARI,
SULEMAN-NAGAR,DELHI-
110086.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
HASINAKHATOON.

0040620858-9

II,,DDiivvyyaammS/o Jai ChandGaurR/O
HouseNo-E197, Beta-1Greater
NoidaGautamBudhNagar
have changedmyname to
DivyamGaur 0040620757-1

II,,DDIINNEESSHHPOPLI S/ODEENDAYAL
R/OC-220,WESTPATEL
NAGAR,DELHI-110008.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETODINESH
KUMAR. 0040620858-7

II,,DDHHAANNAALAXMI,mother
of,SudheerKumarKottakota,
Presently,residingat 1-
374,TarakaRamaColony,
KothapetaVillage,
Kotabommal Post, Srikakulam
Distt.,AndhraPradesh-
532195,have changedmy
name,fromDHANALAXMI to
KOTTAKOTADHANALAXMI,
vide-affidavit, dated-30-6-22.

0040620868-10

II,,DDeeeeppaakkNagar S/oRakam
SinghNagar,R/o-A-87, Rishal-
Garden,Nangloi,West-Delhi
Delhi-110041, inform that name
ofmywife hasbeenwrongly-
writtenas Jyoti inmyPassport
bearingNo-K5145275, the
actual nameofmywife is Rakhi

0040620798-1

II,,BBiimmllaaDeviW/oArunKumar
R/o-221,Jhuggi,Samalkha
Delhi-110037,inform thatmy
namewrongly,writtenRanju
Devi inmyhusbandLIC-
Policy,No.333514142,
330971739,butmy,actual,name
is BimlaDevi. 0040620858-3

II,,BBRRIIJJMOHANS/o-MOHINDER
PALKHOSLAR/o-E-35, Sector-
9,NEWVIJAYNAGAR,
GHAZIABAD-201009U.P.,have
changedmyname toBRIJ
MOHANKHOSLA for all,future
purpose. 0040620865-7

II,,AAnnuujj KumarNadia,S/O
Shri.Santram,R/OD14/86 First
Floor Rohini Sector-
3,Rohini,NorthWest-Delhi
Delhi-110085,have changedmy
name toAnujNadia,for
all,purposes. 0040620840-4

II,,AAkkaasshhChopraS/oAshok
ChopraR/o 9H/1,RajpurRoad
Civil-LinesDelhi-110054,have
changedmyname toAakash
Chopra. 0040620858-2

II,,AAaasshhiimmaaGoel C/O, Lt. Nitesh
Mittal, R/OH/no-2708, Gali
pattewali NayaBazar, Chandni
chowk,NorthDelhi,Delhi-
110006, have changedmyname
toAashimaMittal for all
purposes. 0040620868-12

II,, YamendraKalyanChakrabarti
S/OYamendraVenkateswar
Rao, R/oApartmentNo-15A
Elite TowerB II Belgravia
Central Park-2 Sector-48,
GurgaonHaryana- 122018, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasKalyan
Chakrabarti Yanmendra.

0070792850-1

II,, Vineet S/o.Rajinder Kumar
R/o.A-39,MetroVihar,Yamuna
Bank,Shakarpur, Delhi-110092
have changedmyname to
Vineet Sanga. 0040620799-3

II,, SusmitaDebendranath (
Name) BasuPalit (Surname)
W/oDipeshPalit R/o 9/92, HIG
Single Storey, Sector-9,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201010have changed
myname toSusmitaBasu.

0070792864-1

II,, SureshChanderChopra, S/o
ChandanSingh, R/o 1205,
Tower 2, JMPark Sapphire,
RamprasthaGreens, Sector-9,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad-201010,
have changedmyname to
SureshChopra, for all future
purposes. 0040620767-1

II Rinky JainW/oParasMal JainR/o
B-1/116,Tower-12, Purvanchal
Silver City-2 Sector-Pi Two
GautamBudhNagar, U.P. Rinky
Jain andRinki Jain are same
person. 0070792884-1

II,, SurendraPathakS/OShraban
Hembram,R/oHNo- FlatNo-66,
1st Floor, Pkt-HDDAFlat, Near
HeisenbergAcademy, Sector-
B2, Narela, NorthWestDelhi-
110040, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asSurendraKumar.

0070792844-1

II,, Sidheshwari Ashutosh
ChaudharyW/oAshutosh
ChaudharyR/o-3R/703, 7th
FloorAWHO-GurjinderVihar,
Sector-Chi-1, GreaterNoida,
U.P. have changedmyname to
Sidheshwari Chaudhary for all
futurepurposes.

0070792889-1

II,, Shiwani Dvi KushwahW/o.
Rohit Negi R/o.Village-Nauda,
P/o.Ginti-Gaon, Kotabagh-
Nainital, Uttarakhand-263159
have changedmyname to
ShiwaniNegi. 0040620799-1

II,, Rishi GuptaS/OS.M.Gupta, R/o
HouseN0-50, Sector-37,
FaridabadAmarnagar
FaridabadHaryana- 121003. I
have changed thenameofmy
minor daughterAmyraGupta
agedabout 7Years andShe
shall hereafter beknownas
AmayraGupta. 0070792847-1

II,, SUNITAYADAV, SpouseofNo.
17020756A(CFN)GAJRAJ SINGH
YADAV, R/o.Village-Gandhi
Nagar, P.O.&Tehsil-Mundawar,
District-Alwar, Rajasthan-
301407, have changedmyname
aftermarriage fromSUNITA
YADAV toSUNITA, videaffidavit
IN-DL54414778502764Udated:
01/07/2022, beforeNotary
Advocate-VijayKumar, Regd.
No.-17819, NewDelhi.

0070792893-1

II,, RoshanLal Burania&Roshan
Lal s/o Sh. Phool ChandR/o
WZ-30, 2nd floor, Titar pur,
TagoreGarden, NewDelhi-
110027 have changedmyname
toRoshanLal for all purposes.

0040620759-1

II,, RakeshKumar Sahni R/OB-
1/619 First Floor, JanakPuri,
NewDelhi-110058, dohereby
solemnly affirmanddeclare
that RAKESHKUMARand
RAKESHKUMARSAHNI both
arenameof oneand the same
person. 0040620811-1

II,, PujaGujralw/oAnkushGujral
r/o 14B/12,3rd Floor, East
Punjabi Bagh, Delhi-110026
have changedmynamePOOJA
GUJRALpermanently.

0040620807-3

II,, PrateekS/oShri Charanjeet
Lal R/oA-111, GaneshNagar,
NewDelhi-110018have
changedmyname toPrateek
SinghBhalla from today
onward for all practical
purposes. 0040620814-1

II,, ParvinderKaurw/oNarinder
SinghSaluja r/o E-60 Second
Floor, GurunanakPura,Jail
Road,Delhi-110058have
changedmynamePARVINDER
KAURSALUJApermanently.

0040620807-2

II,, Narinder Singh s/o Jagjeet
SinghSaluja r/o E-60 Second
Floor, GurunanakPura,Jail
Road,Delhi-110058have
changedmynameNARINDER
SINGHSALUJApermanently.

0040620807-1

II,, NarendraSinghS/o LateKaran
SinghR/o.E-73, Sector-22,
Noida, GautamBuddhaNagar,
U.P.-201301have changedmy
name toNarendraSinghNegi
for all futurepurposes.

0070792886-1

II,, N.KMangaSinghS/oBootra
SinghR/oSirsa, Haryana,
declare thatmy sonArshdeep
Singh’s date-of-birth iswritten
wrong inmyservice (No.
15580087M) records-as
06.01.2013,whereashis correct
date-of-birth is-06.01.2012.

0070792887-1

II,,Mohit S/o.MahendraSingh
R/o.Village-Nauda, P/o.Ginti-
Gaon, KotabaghNainital,
Uttarakhand-263159have
changedmyname toMohit
SinghNegi. 0040620799-2

II,,Mansi JainD/oNareshKumar
R/o,A-108, Building-B, UG-2,
SuryaNagar,Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201011,have changedmyname
toMansi Garg. 0040620868-6

II,,Mahavir Garg S/o, Shri Uday
RamR/o, ChawlaColony,HB
ColonyExtn. NearKheri Gas
Agency,Sonepat, Haryana-
131001 have changedmyminor
Son’s name fromSriyanshGarg
toKartikGarg for all purposes

0040620765-2

II,,Mahavir Garg S/o, Shri Uday
RamR/o, ChawlaColony,HB
ColonyExtn. NearKheri Gas
Agency, Sonepat, Haryana-
131001 have changedmyname
fromMahavir toMahavir Garg
for all purposes 0040620765-1

II,,MDAkram,S/oAbdul
Waheed,R/o-2187, Gali Kalyan
Pura,TurkmanGate,Delhi-
110006,have changedmyname
toMohammadAkram,for all
purpose 0040620868-8

II,,MANISHARATHI R/o 38/2Near
Sector 09 Firoj Gandhi Colony
Gurgaon 122001have changed
myname toMANISHA.

0070792866-1

II,,MNADIMAHMEDS/oNoorUl
IslamR/o 3061, Third-Floor, Gali
HanumanMandirWali, Darya
Ganj, NewDelhi-110002, have
changedmyname toMOHD
NADEEM.

0040620758-2

II,,MODHNAEEMS/o IbrahimR/o
1924/25,MohallaQabristan,
TurkmanGate, Delhi-110006,
have changedmyname to
NAEEM.

0040620758-1

II Leenawife of Sh. Rakesh
Kumar Singh residingat KhNo
818, First Floor, Adarsh Enclave,
Lal Dora Extn, Burari, Delhi-
110084 have changedmyname
to LeenaSingh for all purposes.

0040620685-1

II,, Ksshitej S Jauharri S/OShikhar
Jauhari, R/oHouseNumber-
K121/D104, Gayatri Nivas,
AndheriaMore, Ambedkar
Colony, Chattar Pur, South
Delhi- 110074, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasKshitij Jauhari.

0070792843-1

II,, Km. SaritaKhanalias Saira
Saifi D/o,Razi KhanW/o,Firoz
KhanR/o-RZ-50B, Hans-
Park,West Sagarpur, Delhi-
110046, have changedmy-
name toSaira Saifi.

0040620868-7

II,, Katar SinghS/OMahavir
Singh, R/oMamepur,Mamipur,
Rajpura,Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh- 250001, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasKartar singh.

0070792841-1

II,, KMShamitaKaulW/oRahul
Koul R/o I-638, Alpha-2, Greater
Noida, U.P. have changedmy
name toShamitaKoul for all
futurepurposes. 0070792891-1

II,, JYOTSNABOSESpouseof
No.14643018X(HAV) SUKESH
BOSE, R/o. Village-Chinapukur,
P.O.-Eruli, Tehsil-Ranaghat,
Distt.-Nadia,West Bengal-
741253, have correctedmydate
of birth from26.03.1986 to
22.03.1986 videaffidavit IN-
DL54417183368278Udated:
01/07/2022, beforeNotary
Advocate-VijayKumar,
Regd.No.-17819, NewDelhi.

0070792877-1

II,, HiteshS/oShri Charanjeet Lal
R/oA-111, GaneshNagar, New
Delhi-110018have changedmy
name toHiteshSinghBhalla
from todayonward for all
practical purposes.

0040620819-1

II,, HARISHCHANDERSACHDEVA
S/oOmPrakashSachdeva, R/o
18/7, Kalkaji, NearDesh
BandhuCollege, NewDelhi-
110019 have changedmyname
toHARISHSACHDEVA for all
purposes. 0040620684-1

II,, ChitralekhaW/O,Kundan
KumarKashyapR/o 14/219
DakshinPuri NewDelhi -110062
have changedmyname to
ChitralekhaKashyap for all
purposes. 0040620840-8

II,, Charanjeet Lal S/o Late Shri
ChamanLal R/oA-111, Ganesh
Nagar, NewDelhi-110018have
changedmyname to
Charanjeet SinghBhalla from
todayonward for all practical
purposes. 0040620823-1

II,, BINDUSHIBU, SpouseofNo. JC-
771582F(SUB) SHIBU JOSEPH,
R/o. Village&P.O.-Mulayam,
Tehsil &District-Thrissur,
Kerala-680751, have changed
mynameaftermarriage from
BINDUSHIBU toBINDUK JOSE,
vide affidavit IN-
DL54414925897979Udated:
01/07/2022, beforeNotary
Advocate-VijayKumar,
Regd.No.-17819, NewDelhi.

0070792895-1

II,, ArjuneKumar SharmaDob.
05.03.1977 S/oSh. Rajendra
SharmaR/oS-96, 4th Floor,
School Block Shakarpur, Delhi-
110092 have changedmyname
fromArjunSharma&Dob.
22.12.1973 toArjuneKumar
SharmaDob. 05.03.1977 for all
futurepurposes.

0040620763-1

II,, AnoopSinghS/O Jai Singh, R/o
GH-9, FlatNo-602Near
TelephoneExchangePaschim
ViharWestDelhi- 110087. I have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughter SahityeeSinghaged
about 5Year andShe shall
hereafter beknownasVikhyati
Singh. 0070792846-1

II,, Anil Singh S/oSh. BhoopSingh
R/o 198/30RameshMarket,
Gali No. 2, East of Kailash, Delhi
65 dohereby inform thatmy
name in LICpolicy 119496383
writtenasAnil Kumar. I hereby
declare thatAnil SinghandAnil
Kumar is sameperson.

0040620829-1

II Saimaalias SaimaQureshi D/o
MohdSwalehinW/oMohdSajid
Qureshi R/o 7976, Gali
Shamshuddin, BaraHinduRao,
Delhi-110006have changedmy
name toSaimaQureshi for all
purposes. 0040620753-2

II,, 14679159X(NK)MORESUNIL
SADASHIV, R/o.Village&P.O.-
Wagholi, Tehsil-Mahad,
District- Raigad,Maharashtra-
402302, have changedmy
minor son’s name fromVEER to
VEERSUNILMORE, vide
affidavit IN-
DL54415670659258Udated:
01/07/2022, beforeNotary
Advocate-VijayKumar,
Regd.No.-17819, NewDelhi.

0070792897-1

II,, 14679159X(NK)MORESUNIL
SADASHIV, R/o.Village&P.O.-
Wagholi, Tehsil-Mahad,
District-Raigad,Maharashtra-
402302, have changedmy
minordaughter’s name from
SHREYA toSHREYASUNIL
MORE, vide affidavit IN-
DL54415334901564Udated:
01/07/2022, beforeNotary
Advocate-VijayKumar,
Regd.No.-17819, NewDelhi.

0070792885-1

II SubedarPatel S/oUdayRaj
Patel R/oPatel Nagar, Bamaila,
Handia, Allahabad, Uttar
Pradesh-221503, have changed
myname toShiveshPatel

0070792876-1

II SOMAYABEHLD/ORAJIVBEHL
R/O28, ROADNO.73, (FF),WEST
PUNJABI BAGH,NEWDELHI-
110026, HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSOUMYABEHL.

0040620800-1

I,SHIVKUMARS/OSUBHASH
CHANDERR/OB-2/117,NEAR
DOONPUBLIC-SCHOOL,
PASCHIMVIHAR,DELHI-
110063.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSHIVKUMARARORA.

0040620858-11

II Kapil Bajaj R/oA38, Aman
Apartment, PlotNo 39, Sector
13, Rohini, Delhi 85 have
changedmyminor sonname
fromSimarBajaj to SIMARK
BAJAJ. 0070792851-1

I,RAJEEVKUMAR,S/ORAM
PRAKASHSHARDA,R/o
FLAT.NO.308, UGF 4, GYAN-
KHAND-1, INDIRAPURAM,
GHAZIABAD,U.P.201014,
changedmyname toRAJEEV
KUMARSHARDA.

0040620840-7

I,AmanKumar SinghS/O,
AkhileshKumar SinghR/O,
Kh.No.159,Gali.No-5/11,
Near.Mangal-Bazar Samta
ViharMukundpurDelhi-
110042,have changedmyname
toAmanSingh. 0040620868-4

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to public at large that
my clients Smt. Birma Devi, W/0 Late
Sh. Niroti Lal, R/o R-675, Camp N-5,
Jawala Puri, Delhi -110087 hereby
DISOWN and DISINHERIT of her Son
namely Sh. Dinesh Kumar Mahamna
and her daughter in law namely Smt.
Babita w/o Sh. Dinesh Kumar
Mahamna and all their Legal heirs from
all her movable and immovable
properties as they are not in control of
my client and used to misbehave and
insulting my client and my client also
severed all her relations with him. If
anybody deals with him, he shall do so
at his own risk and my clients shall not
be responsible for any of his acts and
deeds in fu ture. V.C. Bhart i
(Advocate) Chamber No. X-22, Civil
Wing. Tis Hazari Court, Delhi - INDIA

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lt. Mr, Durga Prasad S/o Mr.
Chander Bhan R/o Flat No.
B-602, Gulistan Appt. Plot No.
1-B, Sec-13, Dwarka, Delhi-
110078 had died on
20.05.2021. As per surviving
member certificate issued by
the MCD bearing No.
“90660000087318”, name of
his legal heirs are as follows:

1. Mrs. Sunita Prasad (Wife)

2. Ms. Kanikka Sersia
(Daughter)

3. Mr. Mohneesh Sersia (Son)

If anyone has any objection in
respect of heirship, he/she/it
may contact to the concerns
within 15 days from this
notice.

Sd/-
Varun Agarwal & Sachin

Advocates
D/1157/2006, D-3170/2017PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

Not ice is hereby given to the publ ic at
l a r g e t h a t O r i g i n a l C o n v e y a n c e d e e d
da ted 25 .09 .2009 v ide reg is t ra t i on No.
11182 and original registered sale deed
dated 19.01.2010 v ide Regis t ra t ion No.
20767 registered in the office of Sub Reg-
is t rar, Gurugram alongwith other papers
such as Allotment, Possession Letter etc.
with regard to Plot No.1056, area measuring
100.46 sq.yds.Sector 38,Urban Estate, Guru-
gram, Haryana, stands in the name of Shri
Sanjay Aggarwal and Shri Ravi Modi was equ-
itably mortgaged with the bank against the loan
of Rs.50,00,000/- vide sanction dated 11.07.2015
under C.C. facility made to M/s. Balaji Creations,
through its Partner have been misplaced / untra-
ceable by the bank presently. An FIR/NCR to that
effect has already been lodged with Delhi Police
Crime Branch Vide LR no 523420/2022 dated 23
June 2022. The said loan account has been closed
and there are no outstanding dues stands in the
abovesaid loan account. Anyone who finds the said
original documents should intimate the undersigned
or if any person has acquired any claim on basis of
said original documents such claim should also be
notified within 15 days from the publication of this
notice failing which such claim shall be treated as
null and void and not binding upon the owners of
the property.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ANIL KUMAR SINGH, Advocate
CH No 190 Civil Wing,Tis Hazari Courts
Delhi-54,Ph:9868213110,9810288424

On behalf of Punjab National BankGurudwara road branch

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Bharat Singh Rawat S/o
Sh. Radhey Shyam and his wife
Suman Devi Rawat W/o Bharat Singh
Rawat R/O H.No. D-158, Gali No-4,
Mukund Vihar, Karawal Nagar, North
East, Delhi-110094, have severed all
their relations with their daughter
namely Shivani Rawat, as She is out of
control of my clients and acting against
the will of my clients. My clients
disowned and debarred her from all
their movable and immovable
properties. She has no right in the
properties of my clients. My clients
shall not be responsible for any act
and omission of them. ANUJ KUMAR
Advocate Ch.No.204, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts Complex, Delhi-
110054

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

MOHINDER DHAWAN (Advocate),

Civil Side Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

Bar Room 3,

This is to inform to all general public

that my clients Vinod Kumar Aggarwal

S/o Late Sh. Tara Chand and Kiran

Aggarwal W/o Vinod Kumar Aggarwal

both R/o 31, Furniture Block, WHS

Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-110015 have

disowned & debarred their son Nipun

Aggarwal and his wife Sakshi Bindal

from all their moveable & immovable

properties and severed all relations.

Anybody dealing with them in any

manner whatsoever will be doing so

at his/her own cost, risk and responsi-

bilities. My clients will not be respon-

sible for any of their act.

Advocate –Rajender Prasad
CH. No. B-146A, Tis HaZari Courts Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Krishan Lal Arora S/o Late
Sh.Mohan Lal Arora R/o K-82 Sham
Nagar New Delhi-110018 is intended
to purchase property situated at House
No 220/102A,Khasra No. 30/3 Khyala
Village,known as J block Vishnu Garden
New Delhi-110018 from Ramavtar Sharma
S/o Late Sh.Ghisa Lal Sharma R/o 220/102A,
Khasra No. 30/3 Khyala Village, known as
J block Vishnu Garden New Delhi-110018.
It is inform to all general public to send their
objections within 15 days if any to my client
Krishan Lal Arora R/o K-82 Sham Nagar New
Delhi-110018 Mob: 9711452929
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NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, JULY1

IFNEERAJChopraisgettingtiredofthe90-me-
tre question, the genial javelin thrower isn't
showing it. 88.06metres, a then national
record, at the JakartaAsianGames fouryears
agohadfirstraisedhopesofChopraachieving
whatiswidelyconsideredagoldstandarddis-
tance in the javelin throw.Recently he came
within centimetres of joining an elite club
when he broke the national record twice;
89.30metresinTurkujustovertwoweeksago
and89.94monThursdaynightinStockholm.
AftertheDiamondLeagueattheSwedish

capital,Chopraspokeaboutbeingkeentoget
past the barrierwhenGrenada's Anderson
Petersproduced90.31minthethirdroundto
pushChopratosecondplace.Chopratriedbut
thefusionofaperfecttechniqueandawilling
bodydidn'tmaterialise.
"WhenAnderson Peters crossed the 90

metres, Ialsowantedtodoso.Buteverything
needstobeperfect forsuchalongthrow.The
techniqueneedstobesuchthatthealignment
ofthejavelinisright.Andinbetweenforevery
throwweput in there is a great effort so the
bodyalsogets tired.But thecompetitionwas
good and I felt all my throwswere good,"
Chopra said. Chopra's series of throws at
Stockholmwere: 89.34, 84.37, 87.46, 84.77,
86.67and86.84.Inhisfirstthreecompetitions
this season, Choprahas thrownover 85me-
tresineightofhis10legalthrows,asignofcon-
sistencybeinghis strength.Hehas the third-
best throw in theworld this yearwith only
Peters' 93.07metres at the DohaDiamond
League inMay and Czech Republic's Jakub
Vadlejch'sspecialeffortof(90.88)atthesame
eventaheadonthelist.
In less than threeweeks fromnowthere

willbeanticipationofChoprawinningamedal
at theWorld Championships. A 90metre
throwwill be a cherry on the cake. Over the
years, however, at the major finals - the
OlympicsandtheWorldChampionships-90-
metre-plus distances have been fewand far
between.ThemostrecentexampleisChopra's
gold-medal winning throw at the Tokyo
Olympicsmeasuredat87.58metres.
In 15major finals (SummerGames and

Worlds)sincethestartofthemillenium,ofthe
48medallistsonlysevenhavethrownover90
metres. InthelastfiveOlympics,onlythreeof
the 15medallists have gone over themark
sinceSydney2000.Justfourofthosewhofin-
ished on the podium in the past 10World
Championshipshavetouchedthe90s.
Theclockhastobewoundbackto2001to

finda1-2with90-metresplusthrows.At the
EdmontonWorld Championships, the great
CzechJanZeleznywongold(92.80metres)and
Finland'sAkiParviainentookthesilver(91.31
metres)withGreece's KostasGatsioudis just
missingoutnarrowlyat89.95.
Tailwindandheadwinds,angleofrelease,

weatherconditions, closedoropenstadiums
canallaffecttheflightoftheverypreciseartof
javelin throw. Even theminuest variation in
the throwing techniqueof an athlete can re-
sult inadropof not just centimetresbutme-
ters.Howa thrower feels on the runway can
upsetrhythm.Onthebigdaytheathletewho
handlesnervesbetterratherthanthein-form
onecanwalk awaywith thegold though the
winningdistancecanbebelowpar.
Atthe2019WorldChampionshipsinDoha,

Peterswonthetitlewith86.89metres.Hewas
followedbyMagnusKirt(86.21)andJohannes
Vetter85.37.Vetter, aGerman,whohadbeen
themostdominantthrowerof thiserabefore
a recent slump in formhad spokenabout90
metresbeingthenewnormallastyear.Vetter
hadreasontosoundoptimistic.IntheOlympic
year he had crossed themark seven times.
Vetter's legendgrewwhenhe registered the
secondbest-ever throw-97.76matPoland -
in September 2020. At that point in time, it

lookedlike itwas justamatterof timebefore
Zelezny'sworldrecordof98.48metres,setway
backin1988,wouldfall.
“Forme,throwing90mislikeridingabike,”

hehadtoldthispaperontheeveofthejavelin
competitioninTokyo.“Normal.Reallyeasy.”
Vetter isanexampleofhowthesportcan

humbleeventheverybest.Hejustaboutqual-
ified for the finalanddidn't advanceafter the
firstthreerounds.Thisseasonhehasfeatured
in justonecompetitionwithoutgettingclose
tohisbest. ChoprasawVetterflopwhenitmat-
tered. The Indian is unlikely to changewhat
hasbeenworking for himwith just days left
fortheWorldChampionships.
"IwilltrytomaintainwhatIhavebeendo-

ingintraining.Everycompetitionisdifferent.
AsIhadbeensaying,onlywhenIstarttocom-
peteIwouldknowiftherewasanypressureof
beingOlympic champion. But nownothing
like that I feel. I amparticipatingwith a free
mindandperformingwell,"Choprasaid.
Asked if the anticipation abouthimwin-

ningonlythesecondmedalataseniorWorld
Championshipsforthecountrywasgettingto
him,Chopraplayed it cool. "Asof nowIdon't
feel anypressure." Choprahas acedhis rivals
when it matters the most. A World
Championship gold to gowith the one from
Tokyowillmakehimoneof thegreatestever.
Thereisexcitementaboutapotential90metre
throw,buthemaynotevenneedonetoenter
thepantheonofgreats.

Aldrin called for trial
NewDelhi:After shutting the doors on long
jumper Jeswin Aldrin's participation at the
World Championships citing dipping per-
formance, the Athletics Federation of India
(AFI) on Friday asked the 19-year-old to ap-
pear for a selection trial at the National
InstituteofSports,Patiala,onJuly4.Aldrinhad
crossed the qualifying standard of 8.22me-
tres butwas omitted from the list of 22 ath-
letes for the event slated inOregon, USA, in
justtwoweeks. —ENS

Sincethestartofthemillennium,justsevenofthe48medallistsattheOlympicsand
theC’shipshavecrossedthebarrier;atthe2019edition,goldwaswonat86.89m

WhyChopramay not have to throw
90m for podium finish atWorlds

SHIVANINAIK
JULY1

OFTHEfivetimesthatPVSindhuhasbeatenTai
TzuYingoverthelast11yearsinearlyrounds,
in four, the Indianhasgoneontomakefinals.
And these include theWorld Tour Finals,
Olympics,WorldChampionshipandDenmark
Open, in twoofwhich she claimed the titles.
Fivewins and16 lossesmake theTaiwanese
sound like one right nemesis, given nine of
thosedefeatshavebeenstraight-setdismissals
and Tai Tzu has avenged her ousters from
Olympics (2016 to 2021),World's (2019 to
2021)andseasonendingWTFs(2018to2021).
Thetrendof sixstraight lossesmight look

likethepermanentturningof thetideandno
waybackfortheIndian,butonceeveryoften,
Sindhumusclesherway through theTai Tzu
dazzle,nickinganopeningsethere,pushinga
deciderthere,andyouwonderwhetherit'sin-
deedaslide thatcan'tbestemmed.Therere-
mainsnodoubtthatneitherSindhu'saggres-
sive all-out approach goingdown in ablaze,
norcoachPark'sstrategy,worksagainstTaiTzu.
The Indian last beat her in arguablyher best
matcheverattheWorld's in2019.
Friday'squarterfinallossinMalaysia,where

Sindhu set the ascendancyopeningwith21-
13,andwascompletelyoutplayed21-13inthe
decider,withTaiTzutakingthemid-set21-15,
points to the Indian's fights invainagainstan
opponentwhoiscostingherthebig-occasion
finals shewas known for. At Axiata, itwas a
Super750title-partofSindhu'splansofdom-
inatingthecircuiteventsandgunningforcon-
sistency.Asthingsstand,TaiTzuwill stopher
be it on theTour or at thebiggies. There's no
wayaroundtheOlympicsilvermedallist,and
there'sonlysomuchofmarvellingatherwiz-
ardry thatyoucancarryon,withoutnoticing
that the rabbit beingpulledout of themagi-
cian's hat is Sindhu. They call thembunny in
sports.ButaquickrecapofFriday:Sindhucor-
rectlyreadsthedrift fromthefavourableside
andpinsTaiback,forcinghertodrivehardfrom
baselineonherbackhand.Playinghightosses
istheonlysolutionorshuttlesgetdumpedinto
thenet.TaiTzu'sflick-tosseshovertantalisingly
andareusedtosmashastheIndiantakesthe
opener.
She'satthereceivingendofthetwo-paced

drift in the second, trailing 2-10, and the
Taiwanese starts nailing her cross-net shots
whenSindhuattemptsadribble.Thecrispan-
gles are outrageous even if a temporary lull,
with errors raining down from Tai, teases
Sindhu intobelieving she couldwrap this in
twoasshereaches13-17.Buttheswitchflicked
backon,TaiTzustubsthosedelusions.
In the decider, Sindhu’s Plan A to hoard

pointsfromthefavourablesidecrumbles.She

either has no Plan B thereafter (and Tai Tzu
doesn'tdotwoslumbersinonematch)orthe
desiredbackupisnotworking.Thepaceofral-
liesandflatexchangesgetsfrenetic,andSindhu
is sucked into thewhirlwind, throwing cau-
tiontoacacklingdriftywind.Onenotablefea-
ture of theWorldChampionships 2019out-
manoueveringofTaiTzuYingwastheprecise
inputsfromthecoachingbenchSindhugotin
closingout.While revvingupher aggression
andboostingher confidencewasonepart of
thatcampaign,thecourtstrategyinthatmas-
terclass-varyingthepace,dictatingthelength
of therally,mixingthestrokes,wasnotabout
homeworkanddataanalyticsandapredeter-
minedPlanA.Or B or C. Itwas intuitive, on-
courtinspiredinstructionsfromthevoicesbe-
hindher,andaggressionthatwasinnatetothe
strategy,not justaroar.Thesixthstraight loss
hasacommonmissinglink,andit'swhatcoach
Parkwill need towork on: juggling tricks
againstthejuggernaut.

Prannoygoes flat again
HSPrannoyonceagaincouldn't followup

onabigwinandpulloutthenextday'sknock-
outmatch, as hewentdown21-18, 21-16 to
JonatanChristie. The Indonesian celebrated
audibly, perhaps still seething from the 3-0
ThomasCupdefeat Indiastruckdownonthe
powerhouseoverthesummer.
Prannoy lacked sharpness at thenet, and

hisattackcouldn'tgathersteam,asthealways
steadyandsmartChristieusedbodysmashes
andloopydropstoPrannoy'sfarforehandcor-
nerstogetthejobdone.Achargetothenetin

follow-upwasPrannoy'sonlyeffectivepoint-
surety. Christie kept rallies short andprecise
withnofrillstowinquickly.
Going ahead, Prannoywill need to take

somehard calls and turn choosy about tour-
naments. "He needs to be very picky about
tournamentsforheneedstimebetweentour-
naments to trainandsharpenhisgame," for-
merinternationalAnupSridharsuggests.
Sure,othersmightmakepitstopsatevery

portofcall,andrankingcantakeahit.ButAnup
reckonsnowwouldbeagood time toplan a
smarterscheduleandensurePrannoygoesfor
the titlewins rather than plodding along at
every tournament. "He needs the break-
throughwins,knowingonhisdayhecanbeat
anyone.”Therecurring lossesafter theheady
scalpscanbetoughtoprocessascertainlosses
linger."Whenyoulosewithapoorscore,itcan
takeabiggertollmentally.SoPrannoyneedsto
decidenowforthenext2-3yearsbeforedes-
perationsetsin.EvenLinDanathispeakplayed
30-40percent fewer tournaments thanoth-
ers.Backtobacktournamentsarenoteasyon
hisbody,”Anupstresses.Thebigmanwiththe
beastly backhandmight need to take a cue
fromViktorAxelsen, another smart planner,
whoevenskippedhishometournamentonce.
“Six-eight big tournaments and three-

foursmalleroneswithenoughspacing,while
others play 22-23. Indonesia he likes, and
some others like All England, Worlds he
should play. But strike out the oneswhere
he's not donewell. Playing in selectmeets
needs a rare kind of discipline. But it'll help
himfocus,”Anupends.

Sindhu’s challenge: juggling
tricks against Tai juggernaut

90-PLUSAT FINALS
WORLDS: JuliusYego(92.72m,
2015);TeroPitkamaki (90.33m,
2007); JanZelezny(92.80m,2001);
AkiParviainen(91.31m,2001)

OLYMPICS:ThomasRohler
(90.30m,2016);Andreas
Thorkildsen(90.57m,2008); Jan
Zelezny(90.17m,2000)

Chopraaftersettinganewrecord. PTI

Suffers sixthstraight loss tonemesis inMalaysia;Prannoyfalls toChristie

Sindhulost21-13,15-21,13-21onFriday. FILE

CROSSWORD4783

ACROSS
1 Tomakeaquickgetawaygoby
air (4,6)

8 Wildspree fornoblemen
(5)

9 Ingravetroublecertainly ina
pickle (7)

10 Coloursblended inDresden
(7)

11 Newtrade isvalued
(5)

12 Promptdelivery (6)
14 Takingpart temporarily
(6)

17 It’s toomuch-put insome
water! (5)

19 Asignof apoisonous insect
(7)

21 Someonecalling foramask-
that’sabout it (7)

22 Symbol reverenced inShinto
temples (5)

23Accommodation foramodel
family (5,5)

DOWN
2 Put inorder fordeadmentobe
replaced(7)

3 Girl raised inoriental island
(5)

4 It’spointlesslysubject tobeing
extravagant (6)

5 Somewhatgreenandbriefly in
chargeof aclass (7)

6 Firmclose tobeingsmashed
(5)

7 Manof thematch(10)
8 Societydescribedby letter
(10)

13 Statebuildingof topical style
(7)

15 Onethingyoustill gainwhen
onadecline (7)

16 Enters theofficeuninvited?
(6)

18 Facilitatedaseed’s
germination(5)

20 Bestdismissedbytheparty
(5)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
Two regions of your
chart are stimulated
today, one dealing
with lovers, the

otherwith friends.What links
the two is the thought that it is
peoplewhoare older, or
otherwisemore experienced,
whoprovemost attractive.
Perhaps you're just impressed
by theirwisdom.

TAURUS (Apr 21 -May21)
Only youknow
what you require in
order to feel
emotionally secure

and eventually other people
will come round to the idea
that youmust be allowed to do
as youplease. If youhave any
sense, you'll set out your
personal demands sooner
rather than later.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Youmay look far afield for

adventure and
interest. If you're
travelling today the
end results could be

very far-reaching, perhaps
because thepeople you
meet or theplaces you see
will transformyour
life's ambitions. Anddon't
let today's tension get
to you.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
Acontinuing
planetary emphasis
onmoney, in all its
forms, eclipses any

other consideration in your
chart. Sooner or later every
questionwill comeback to a
matter of value, cost and
material security. Even
intimate relationships could
run agroundwhen it comes to
decidingwhopays forwhat.

LEO (July 24 -Aug23)
One factor still
holds supreme,
your emotional and
dramatic lunar

aspects. If you're feeling sorry
for yourself then you've picked
up thewrong endof the stick,
so get up, get on out there and
play the gameof life for all it's
worth. It's simpler than
it seems.

VIRGO (Aug24 - Sep23)
Don't shrink from
taking onmore
responsibilities but,
by the same token,

if you are to fulfil all promises
andobligations, youmayhave
to shed a fewmarginal
commitments. It's all amatter
of goodorganisation. A
partnermay cause confusion,
but nothing you can't handle.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct 23)
The only possible
area of concern or
commitment
involveswork

so, if this doesn't apply to you,
youmay take this opportunity
to indulge yourself in
any andevery enjoyable
activity you can think of. And,
if younger relations
needhelp,make sure it's
constructive.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 -Nov23)
Youmay feel that all
is not quite right at
home, but there
are asmany

indications of helpful
developments as of unhelpful
ones. It's important to focus on
formal arrangements andon
those relationshipswhich
display a genuine
commitment.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Anydiscussionswill
very easily become
boggeddown in
details, excessive

caution or cries of 'you'd never
get awaywith it' or 'you
couldn't afford it'. Theremay
be apoint to suchobjections,
but you'll have to summonup
your courage and take
decisions.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan20)
You could still be
forced to dealwith
financial issues
whichmaybe too

big for any oneperson, but a
newandhelpful factor is
now introduced into the
equation. You should
therefore consider the ethical
issues and assert your own
unique rights.

AQUARIUS (Jan21- Feb19)
Serious
developments
shouldnowbe
conferring certain

benefits uponyou.However,
the first lesson youmust
learn is that change is not
always easy, and that other
peoplemaynot share your
ambitions. That's something
they'll have to come to
termswith.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar 20)
Spend asmuch time
as you like by
yourself, and
if thatmeans

spending theday in bed, that's
your business. Just for once
other peoplewill have to learn
that you're not a soft touch,
unless youwant to be, that is.
You can set the pace and call
the shots.

S
U
D
O
K
U
4
8
8
3

DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Wantingtobesomeoneyou'renotisa___ofthe___youare. -KurtCobain(5,.,6)

SOLUTION:ERASE,VISOR,STANZA,COWPOX
Answer:Wantingtobesomeoneyou'renotisawasteofthepersonyouare.
-KurtCobain

SAREE AAZNST

IVORS COOXPW

SolutionsCrossword4782:Across: 1Layoff,4Nomads,9Patrick,10Swami,11
Onset,12Lashout,13Spirit level,18Oarsmen,20Enact,22Amity,23Emulate,24
Celery,25Beings.Down: 1Lapdog,2Yetis,3Fritter,5Oasis,6Anatole,7Stints,8
Skeletonkey,14Partial,15Execute,16Mosaic,17Stress,19Mayor,21Again.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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Winless to winsome: The incredible story of Van Rijthoven

Luckless Kohli,
masterful
Anderson,
woeful top order

NAMITKUMAR
JULY1

TIMVANRijthovenwas not supposed to be
atWimbledon. Until three weeks ago, ac-
cording toeveryconceivablemetricused to
judgeelite-leveltennis, the25-year-oldwas
nowherenear the sport’s oldest andgrand-
est stage. He had never won a senior ATP
Tour-level match, and his solitary appear-
ancewas a first-round loss at the ATP 250
eventinWinstonSalembackin2016:there-
sultof aLuckyLoserentry to themaindraw
thanks toa last-minutewithdrawal.
VanRijthoven,thebiggestunderdogstory

oftheChampionshipsthisyear,willnowtake
on three-timedefending champion and ar-
guably the greatest player of all time,Novak
Djokovic, in the fourth round at SW19 on
Sunday.Hewashandeda last-minutewild-
cardtothemaindrawafterhisheroicsatthe
LibemaOpenlastmonth,wherehewenton
towinhisfirst-tourlevelmatchandthetitle
oneweeklater.Hehasbeeninequallyinspir-
ing form in London thisweek, taking down
15th seed Reilly Opelka and 22nd seed
NikolozBasilashivili.
Dutch TV channel RTL reported that it

was former player Raemon Sluiter who
urged Van Rijthoven’s coach Igor Sijsling to

requestWimbledonforawildcardwhichhe
did, andwasgranted.
Sluiter would also say that Van

Rijthoven’sstoryremindedhimofthecomic
‘DeWondersloffen van Sjakie’. It was the
Dutch version of the popular British comic
BIlly’sBoots,wherethemaincharacterBilly
findsaspecialbootsthatmagicallyturnshim
intoafabulousfootballplayerwhenhewears
them.Only, VanRijthovenhas achieved the
astounding transformation without any
boots, but the fairytale-ish ambience does
standout.

Fairytale home title
As a native of the Netherlands, Van

Rijthovenwashandedamaindrawwildcard
attheATP250eventin‘s-Hertogenboschlast
week.TheDutchmanwentontoliftthetitle
oneweek later, but therewasprecious little
luck involved.
After hewashanded an extremely diffi-

cultdraw,the25-year-oldgroundoutresults
throughout theweekwith some excellent
grasscourt tennis and impressive control
overhisnerves.HeoustedMathewEbdenin
two tiebreakers, before overturning a one-
setdeficitagainstIndianWEllschampionand
tournament thirdseedTaylorFritz.
Second seed Felix Auger-Aliassimewas

thefirsttop10playerhedefeatedduringthe

week, against whom he needed to edge a
tight deciding-set tiebreak in the semifinal.
VanRijthovenwentontodefeattopseedand
World No. 1 Daniil Medvedev in a 6-4, 6-1
drubbing.
“Amazingweek.(You)destroyedtheNo.

2(atthetime)intheworldinstraightsetsin
thefinal,soIthinkitmustbeagoodfeeling!”
Medvedevsaidduringhison-court speech.
VanRijthoven’s all-court playing style is

a bonus on grass, but his game is far from
one-dimensional. He is an all-court player

with good court coverage and hits the ball
cleanly.His6’2” framealsoensuresa largely
reliableserve.Butit ishisreturnofservethat
oftengiveshimtheedge.
AgainstMedvedev,aplayerwhoseserve

hardlyletshimdown,hewasabletofashion
10 break-point opportunities against the
Russian. Against the big-serving Opelka in
the second round at Wimbledon, he
amassedsix.
Although hewas only able to break the

American’s serveonce,VanRijthovensaved
all five break points on his own serve and
stayed toe-to-toe with his opponent’s big
game, showing impressivemental strength
to eventually prevail 6-4, 6-7(8), 7-6(7), 7-
6(4)–avintagegrasscourtscorelineif there
everwasone.
Djokovic, fresh off a thumping win

againstcompatriotMiomirKecmanovic,will
bewaryofanylapsesonhisserveonSunday,
especiallyconsideringtheshothasnotbeen
testedmuchyet.
Mental,physicalproblemsafter impres-

sive juniors
After the ‘s-Hertogenbosch final,

Medvedev revealed how he remembered
playingVanRijthovenduringhisjunioryears.
“Anamazingmatchtoday.Keepitgoing.Ire-
memberyoufromjuniors, youhavethetal-
entsonowyouneedtomakemorematches

likethisandmoretournamentslikethis,”the
Russiansaid.
A contemporary of both Fritz and

Medvedev,VanRijthovenactuallyhadquite
a promising juniors career. He ended 2014
with a juniors ranking ofWorldNo. 24, and
his last appearance at the All England Club
saw himwin a quarterfinal over current
WorldNo.8AndreyRublev,whowasthetop-
ranked juniorplayerat the time.
fmFollowing his senior debut in 2016

though, thephysical andmental challenges
that gowith a full-time tennis career took
their toll. Injuries plaguedhis progress, and
hebeganfeelingthepressure.“Alotwasex-
pected ofme in thepast,” hewas quoted as
sayingby theTennisChannel. “I couldn’t do
that then. Iwant tomake it happen formy-
self now. I’vematured inthat regard. I enjoy
the jobmore thesedays.”
Beyondacertainage,thesummitofelite-

level sports begins to slip away from once-
promising athletes. In that regard, Van
Rijthoven,now8matchesunbeateninthree
weeks,haskeptthefairytalegoingandmade
goodof hisopportunityatWimbledon.
Whileheisunfortunatenottogetthe180

ranking points he ordinarilywould have at
SW19,awell-earnedchallengeagainstoneof
the game’s all-time greats, on its most fa-
mousstage, awaits the25-year-old.

SANDIPG
JULY1

UNDER THE gloomy Edgbaston skies,
RishabhPantmadeanother leap intogreat-
ness. He cracked 146 off 111 balls in a stag-
gering exhibition of counterpunching to
make the first day of the series-decider un-
doubtedly India’s.
Formuchoftheday,thematchwasunder

theironclutchesofEngland.Afterold-stager
JamesAndersonandfledglingMatthewPotts
hadstruckinunisontoplungeIndiato98/5,
Pant and Ravindra Jadeja combined to add
222runs tonotonly fish Indiaoutof danger
but put them in the ascendancy.When the
pairparted, Indiahadgallopedto320runs.
It’s beginning tobe a recurring theme—

the team in shambles, series on the line,
bowlerswiththeirtailsupandthenwalksin
a short, slightly stout cheerful youngman,
whowithout any evident ounce of strain,
without any speck of uncertainty, changes
the match. MS Dhoni was coolness rede-
fined,buthisfaceragedwithintensity,those
eyesblazedwith resolve.
Pant, in Tests at least, has redefined the

boundaries of coolness Dhoni has set. He
emanates none of that scorching intensity.
He bats with a chuckle, a sense of light-
heartedness, as if he has turned up for a
Sunday evening club gamewithhis chums
afterasiesta,againstthemostprolificswing
bowler ever, or the fiercest young bowler
around. Even after running down the
ground and waving Anderson down the
ground for a four, he was spotted having a
gigglewiththefastbowler,whobynowwas
as much amused as accustomed to Pant’s
eye for theunthinkable.
Anderson was again sublime, but Pant

didn’t sparehim. Just the fourthballhehad
faced, the second off Anderson in destruc-
tiverhythm,theleft-handerslithereddown
the ground and tried to fetch him into the
sight-screen. He failed, then grinned and
later, repeatedthosestrokes. Later,Pantre-
verse-scoopedtheswing-bowlingcolossus
for a couple, then missed an almighty
heave-ho, almost swinging himself off his
feet.Undeterred,he thumpedhimoverhis
head for a four.
Whenyourspearheadbowler is treated

with such swaggering disdain, themorale
of the rest just crumbles, like a balloon
pricked by needle. None of MatthewPotts,
StuartBroad,BenStokes,andleastofall Jack
Leach, knewhow to stop him, at least con-
tain. How churlish it seems that Stokes
thrust Leach as a snare. Before this game,
Pant had plundered 88 runs in 57 balls off
theleft-armspinner.EnroutetohisfifthTest
hundred, he hammered him for five fours
andasix.ThemovebackfiredasitgavePant
an irresistible tempo.
The lynching of Leach included— soon

after Pant completedhis hundred - 20 runs
in four balls. The 10-for in the last Test out-
ing,againstNewZealand,mighthavelooked
like itoccurredagesago.

All in a day’s work
ButPant’smostgloriousvirtue is thathe

makescounterpunchingsomeofthefiercest
quicks in the world —from Anderson to
Kagiso Rabada, Pat Cummins to Mitchell
Starc — look ridiculously commonplace, or
freakishly routine in Testmatches. A classic
instancewaswhenPottsrumbledinjustaf-
ter tea. The first was a lifter that beat him.
Pottsscowled;Pantevaded.Pantresponded
with twofours in thenext threeballs, blast-
ing a drive betweenmid-off and cover be-
fore hemanoeuvred room for himself and
lashedhimthroughpoint.Broadwasfleeced
through covers before hewas tucked for a
couple tocompleteasensationalhundred.

Somuch of Pantwas like peak Gilchrist
—fromunhurriedstroke-playtothepreter-
natural ability to sense amoment, seize it
and snatch the game away from the adver-
saries, the ability to put a smile on his face
even in the face of adversity and the capac-
itytosoakuppressure.Therehavebeensev-
eral unworthy pretenders to be likened to
Gilchrist. Preposterous as it might sound,
Pant is theclosestanyonehasreachedinhis
vicinity. There have been several greats-in-
their-own-rightswicketkeepersduringand
postGilchrist—KumarSangakkarawasaleg-
end without debate, so were Dhoni and
BrendonMcCullum, amidst a slew of pre-
tenders—butnoonehasembodiedthefree-
spiritednessof Gilchrist likePant, or exhila-
ratedtheaudiencelikehim.Withoutburden,
withoutpain,withoutcomplication.
Behindtheouterlayerofdazzleanddar-

ing,thereisnotonlyself-beliefbutalsoacal-
culativemind. Pant doesn’t attempt to re-
verse-scoopeveryballhefaces;nordoeshe

slashat everyball outsideoff-stump. If one
rewatcheseachinnings—thetempoismore
or less thesame, theshotsheplaysaresim-
ilar. Initially, he tries to unsettle the bowler
with a stroke of audacity, before settling
down.Thenfor30-40balls,heplaysjustper-
centagecricket—drivesfullballs,cutsthose
closetothestumpswithaswirlofhiswrists
— before expanding and unpacking his full
repertoire. There could be strains of un-
orthodoxy inhis game, butpredominantly,
heplaysorthodoxstrokes.Thesoundnessof
his defensive technique often goes unno-
ticed—unlikemostcolleagues,hehadtime
to defend, be it leaning forward or rocking
back. Largely, he judiciously left balls out-
sideoff-stump.
AfterKohli’sdisintegrationof form,Pant

is themost-awaited Indian batsman in the
middle. There is anticipation, hope and be-
lief thatsomethingspecialwouldunfold.He
wouldsometimes infuriate—he is still only
24 — but on gloomy days like those at

Edgbaston,hespreads light.

SCOREBOARDATSTUMPS
India are338 for 7
India 1st innings:
SGill c ZCrawleyb JAnderson 17
CPujara c ZCrawleyb JAnderson 13
HVihari lbwMPotts 20
VKohli bMPotts 11
RPant c ZCrawleyb J Root 146
S Iyer c SBillings b J Anderson 15
R Jadeja 83*
S Thakur c SBillings bBStokes 1
MShami 0*
Extras:4b16lb 12nb0pen0w 32
Total (73.0 overs) 338-7
Fall of Wickets : 1-27 Gill, 2-46 Pujara, 3-
64Vihari,4-71Kohli,5-98 Iyer,6-320Pant,
7-323Thakur
England Bowling :Anderson 19 -4- 52- 3,
S Broad 15- 2- 53 -0, M Potts 17-1-85-2, J
Leach9-0 -71 -0, BStokes10-0-34-1, J Root
3-0-23-1

SANDIPG
JULY1

ASTHEbarrel-chestedMatthewPottsbarged
into his teammates in joy after terminating
Virat Kohli, the former India skipper stared
helplessly at Rishabh Pant, the non-striker,
before he flashed awry smile into the dis-
tance.Asthoughfatewasconspiringagainst
his resurrection.
Kohli felt luckless, for he exudedmore

confidence than most of his top-five col-
leagues. Hewasleavingwell—untilthatmo-
ment of indiscretion—blocking stoutly, dis-
ciplined outside the off-stump and looking
like the 2018 vintage. But his split-second
dilemmatoshoulderarmsornotended ina
benignballwelloutsideoff ricochetingfrom
theundersideof thebatontohisstumps.But
Potts’s bouncewas troubling him—he had
himnearlychoppedon.Thiswrecker-balldid
not bounce asmuch, and Kohli was a trifle
late todecide.
The rest of his colleagues, though, de-

parted in familiar fashion. Shubman Gill
nicked behind, pushing hard at a shortish
Andersonball, after looking fluent inhis24-
ball17runstaythatincludedfourboundaries.
Gill perhaps was not expecting this length
from Anderson. This one bounced a trifle
morethanGillhadgaugedandshapedaway
todestabilisehim.Theframewaseerilyiden-
ticaltohisdismissal inthefirst inningsinthe
practicegameagainst Leicester.
Itwasanother testament thatAnderson

is one of his sport’smaster craftsmen. The
newballbarelymisbehaved,beforethe lac-
querwore off, and soAnderson resorted to
wobbleseamersandgoodlengthballs,har-
nessing movement off the surface rather
than in the air.
ThiswasnotclassicalAndersonslapping

full lengthsandmovingtheballthiswayand
that. ThiswasAndersonwithadeepunder-
standingof thebatsmen’sminds,conditions
and surface. Hehad tormentedCheteshwar
Pujara throughout the series, so he had no
plan toalterhisdefaultplans.
Pepper himwith good-length balls and

flip in the away-bender. Pujara would get
suckedintoahard-handedsemi-forwardde-
fensive thrust and edge behind. Pujara
seemed undercooked—Broad spooked him
withnip-backers,oneof themwasadjudged
lbw, before it was reversed. He, thus, was a
walking invitation forAnderson.
Shreyas Iyer is dodgy against the short

ball. So Anderson bowled short, with a leg
slip for thereflexivestabfromIyer. Iyer,who
was emphatically driving Potts and revers-
ingthemomentum,eventuallygloveddown
the leg-side toSamBillings.
From the other end, rumbled in Potts.

Despitestrappinginbuild,thereisalitheness
abouthim, a rare fusionof graceandpower.
HestruckjustwhenHanumaVihariandVirat
Kohliwererebuilding.Therewasanelement
ofgoodfortuneinbothdismissals.Vihariwas
blasted in front of the stumps of what
seemedlikeanaturalvariation—theseam,in
mid-air, suggestedthattheballwouldmove
away, but after landing, it boomed into
Vihari’spads.Thebatsmanwasstupefiedand
didnotaccount forexaggeratedmovement.
ThenarrivedtheKohlimoment.His litanyof
woescontinues.

It’s Dhoni, it’s Gilchrist, no it’s Pant
Withacombinationof breath-takingswaggerandpercentagecricket,Rishabhshowshe is aworthyheirof pastgreats

RishabhPantsmashed19foursandfoursixes inhis111-ball146onFriday. Reuters

VanRijthovenwashandedamain
drawwildcardat theATP250event in
‘s-Hertogenbosch lastweek.

SANIAANDPAVIC INRD2

London:IndianaceSaniaMirza,
whoismakingherfinalWimbledon
appearance,andMatePavic
advancedtothesecondroundof
mixeddoubleseventwithahard-
foughtwinoverDavidVega
HernandezandNatelaDzalamidze
hereonFriday.TheIndo-Croatian
duowon6-43-6,7-6(3)inafirst
roundmatch.Mirza,whohas
alreadyannouncedherretirement
attheendofthisseason,andher
CzechpartnerLucieHradeckahad
earlierlostintheopeningroundof
women'sdoublesevent.The35-
year-oldIndianhadwonher
maidendoublestitlealongside
MartinaHingis,backin2015.Ina
videofootageuploadedonthe
officialTwitterhandleof
Championships,Mirzasaidsheis
goingtomissWimbledonbutit's
timetomoveon."Therearethings
inlifewhichtakepriorityover
playingtennismatchesandIamat
thatstagenow,"shesaid. PTI

BritishGrandPrix
preparesforprotest
Silverstone: British police said they
have credible intelligence a group of
protestersareplanningtodisruptthe
Grand Prix at Silverstone this week-
end and issued a pre-emptivewarn-
ing on Friday by telling them not to
putthemselvesordriversatrisk.With
a record three-day attendance of
400,000 expected to descend on the
circuit 90minutes outside London,
theraceisoneoftheBritishsummer's
sportinghighlightsandhasinthepast
beenamagnet forprotesters.

REUTERS

Indiafootballcoach
meetsCoA
NewDelhi:The fateof his contractex-
tension is still not known, but Indian
football teamhead coach Igor Stimac
appearstobechalkingoutplansforthe
national team's assignments ahead.
Stimac's existing contract ends in
September.Hemet theCommitteeof
Administrators (CoA)onFridayvirtu-
ally for the first time after the panel
tookchargeoftheaffairsoftheAllIndia
Football Federation (AIFF), following
the ouster of the Praful Patel-led dis-
pensation.Threeseniorplayers--Sunil
Chhetri, Gurpreet Singh Sandhu and
SandeshJhingan--whowearthecap-
tain'sarmbandonrotationalbasis,also
mettheCoAmembers. PTI

Australiawin1st
Testby10wickets
Galle: Sri Lankacollapsed instunning
fashionasAustraliawontheirfirsttest
before lunch on the third day by 10
wickets at Galle Stadium on
Friday.Australia started the day still
batting in its first innings. Resuming
on313-8,Australiawasallout for321
anda leadof 109.In its secondbat, Sri
Lankamade only 113 in 23 overs, its
shortest all-out innings in test his-
tory.Australiawas leftwith five runs
towin,andDavidWarnerscored10to
finish the match after four more
balls.After its firstwin inSri Lankaaf-
terbattingsecond,Australialeadsthe
series 1-0. The second and last test
starts on July 8 at the same
ground.Australia spinners Nathan
Lyon, TravisHead—whodidn't bowl
in the first innings — andMitchell
Swepson took all 10 wickets in Sri
Lanka'ssecondinnings. AP
Briefscores:Australia321(Green77,
Khawaja71,Ramesh4-112)and10for
0 beat Sri Lanka 212 (Dickwella 58,
Lyon5-90) and113 (Head4-10, Lyon
4-31)by10wickets

Biles,Rapinoetoget
PresidentialMedal
New York: Four-times gymnastics
Olympic goldmedallist SimoneBiles
and twice footballWorldCupwinner
MeganRapinoe are among17people
settoreceivethePresidentialMedalof
Freedom, the highest United States'
civilianhonour, theWhiteHouse said
onFriday.Thehonour,awardedtothose
whohavemade"exemplarycontribu-
tions"totheUnitedStates,globalpeace
or other endeavors,will bepresented
onJuly7."TheseseventeenAmericans
demonstratethepowerofpossibilities
andembodythesoulofthenation,"the
WhiteHousesaidinastatement.

REUTERS

BRIEFLY

Last year Iwas talking toPant and I told him I amgetting
bored seeing you throwing it away in the same fashion

everytime, aren't youboredaswell?Sowhydon't you try
somethingdifferent, somethingmore outrageous....like a
reverse sweepmaybe?And I sawhis eyes light up. It's very
important to back aplayer's ability"

RAVISHASTRI, FORMER INDIACOACH

New Delhi
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