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Goa Cong faces
split, accuses
leaders Kamat,
Lobo of joining
hands with BJP

MAYURAJANWALKAR
PANAJI, JULY10

AMIDHIGH drama on Sunday,
theCongressinGoaaccusedtwo
of its senior leaders, Micheal
LoboandDigambarKamat,ofal-
legedlyhobnobbingwiththeBJP
andbeingpartof a“conspiracy”
hatchedwiththerulingpartyto
engineerdefections.
Towards the end of a day

marked by intense speculation
andmeetings with the MLAs,
AICC Goa in-charge Dinesh
Gundu Rao announced that
Lobo had been removed from
the position of the leader of the
Congress legislature party and
that action for anti-party activi-
ties would follow against him,
KamatandthreeotherMLAs.
“Therewasaconspiracythat

washatchedby twoof our own
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

NIRUPAMASUBRAMANIAN
&BASHAARATMASOOD
CHENNAI, SRINAGAR, JULY10

IN JULY last year, a flash flood
near the Amarnath cave oc-
curred at the sameplacewhere
a cloudburst triggered heavy
floodingonFriday,killingatleast

16 people and injuring more
than 20 others withmany still
unaccounted for.
Noliveswerelostinlastyear’s

July 28 flood—therewasnoya-
tra in 2021 owing to the Covid-
19 pandemic. The flash flood,
whichwascausedbyheavyrain,
had triggered shooting stones,
and the floodwaters reportedly

washed away a couple of tents
set up by security personnel in
thearea,butnoonewashurt.
Yet, asThe IndianExpresshas

reported, this year, the tents for
pilgrimsweresetupontheflood
channel, also known as the dry
river bed. This was done to ac-
commodate asmany people as
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Former
Chief
Minister
Digambar
Kamat

‘Can’t rule outXi
making a significant
gesture to India in the
interest of changing
game inhis favour’

KEVINRUDD
FORMERAUSTRALIANPM,
PRESIDENT, ASIA SOCIETY
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Amarnath stream flooded last year
too, yet tents set up at same spot

IN FIRSTREMARKS,DELHISILENTONRAJAPAKSAS

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JULY10

ADAY after President Gotabaya
Rajapaksawent intohiding and
agreed to resign following the
stormingofhisofficialresidence
bythousandsofprotesters,New
Delhi, infirstremarksontheup-
heavals in Colombo, said it
“stands with the people of Sri
Lanka” as they seek to “realise
theiraspirations”through“dem-
ocraticmeansandvalues,estab-
lishedinstitutionsandconstitu-
tional framework”.
AlthoughIndiahasbeensay-

ing it is with the “people of Sri
Lanka”, its statement Sunday is
aclearindicationthatitdoesnot
want to be seen supporting the
Rajapaksafamilyinanymanner.
Theunderliningofdemocratic

processes, institutions and the
constitutioncameinthewakeof
Saturday’s explosion of popular
anger on the streets of Colombo,
against a regime blamed for
plungingtheislandnationintoits
worsteconomiccrisis.

Hours later, Sri Lanka’s
Opposition parties announced
that they have decided to form
anall-partyinterimgovernment.
Leadersof parties inParliament
are tomeetMonday to discuss
convening of the House for the
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HoursafterMEAunderlines ‘democraticmeans’, Lanka
Oppparties saytheyhaveapacton forming interimgovt

Stand with Lankan people as
they seek aspirations: India

InsidethePresident’shouse
onSunday.Reuters BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

MOREREPORTS
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START-UPTOGIANT
Emails, textsanddocuments
exposehowfirmcutcorners

OVER1LAKHRECORDS
ObtainedbyTheGuardian,
probed in30countries

ANINDIANEXPRESSINVESTIGATION
WITHTHEINTERNATIONALCONSORTIUMOFINVESTIGATIVEJOURNALISTS

We are just
f***ing illegal,
wrote senior
executive after
blowback
RITUSARIN,
SHYAMLALYADAV
&ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, JULY10

AFTERTRACKINGmoneyflows
of the rich into offshore tax
havens,it’snowaboutatechgi-
ant that has, combining busi-
ness aggression and customer
convenience, reshaped cab-
hailingacross theworld:Uber.
In its eighth collaboration

with the International
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists (ICIJ), The Indian
Expressspentfourmonthsinves-
tigating The Uber Files, a cache
of 124,000 internal emails, text
messages and documents from
insideUber.
Obtained by The Guardian

andsharedwithICIJandaglobal
consortiumofnewsroomsin30
countries, including The
Washington Post and BBC, these
records tell the untold story of
howashakySiliconValleystart-
up became a $44-billion global
transportationgiantwithopera-
tionstodayin72countries—and
counting.
And how it used stealth
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ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, JULY10

PAINTED IN red, the panic but-
ton is a crucial safety feature in
vehicles used to ferry passen-
gers.Mandatedbyanotification
following therape inNewDelhi
ofapassengerbyanUberdriver,
thisbutton,meanttobeinstalled
inall commercial passengerve-
hicles — taxis and buses —
shouldtriggeranalerttothepo-
lice evenwhenpassengers can-
not access or operate their

smartphones to make emer-
gency calls or use in-app safety
features.
But nearly eight years after

the rape, these panic buttons
maynotbeofmuchuse, at least
in the national capital where
about11,000vehicleshavethem.
Illustrative of this gap be-

tweenregulationandpracticeis
Uber’s own infrastructure. The
IndianExpresstook50Uberrides
in Delhi over a month and did
notfindafunctioningpanicbut-
ton in48of them.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

RITUSARIN
NEWDELHI, JULY10

BARELYone year into its launch
in India, on August 23, 2014,
Uber’s then Asia Head, Allen
Penn, sent an email to the team
here: “Embrace the chaos. It
meansyouaredoingsomething

meaningful.”
Therewassome“chaos”alit-

tleoverthreemonths later—on
December 5, 2014, a woman
passenger was sexually as-
saulted in an Uber cab by its
driver inNewDelhi.
In his August email titled

“dealingwithregulatoryissues,”
Penn laid out for his Indian col-
leagueswhat it now transpires
wasastandardoperatingproce-
dure: how Uber managers
should stonewall queries and
missives fromthegovernment.
Whileencouragingtheteam

— “Irrespective of what the
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

AnUberdriverwaits forarideoutside ISBT inKashmereGate,Delhi. PraveenKhanna

Revealed: HowUber took
the system for a ride, used
its tech to drive past law

Rape in Delhi rang alarm bells in
HQ: Uber scrambled to guard
reputation, blamed local officials

RITUSARIN
NEWDELHI, JULY10

HUNDREDSOFemailsandinter-
nalcommunicationsof theUber
topbrassreveal thepanic inside
the company’s headquarters in
San Francisco after a woman
passengerwasraped inanUber
cabbyitsdriverinNewDelhion
December5,2014.
Data from The Uber Files —

the emails and internal docu-
ments were obtained by The
Guardian and shared with the
International Consortium of

Investigative Journalists with
which The Indian Express has
partnered for this investigation
—pointtoaworldwidedamage-
control exercise, leading to
eventsin2017whereintheDelhi
rape survivor’s case and subse-
quent developments also con-
tributed to the exit of Uber co-
founderandCEOTravisKalanick.

There are two distinct
threads that emerge from the
availableUbercommunications
relating to the NewDelhi rape
case.
One, that the company im-

mediately took the line that it
was the “flawed’’ Indian system
ofBackgroundChecks(BGCs)of
drivers that led to the accused,
ShivKumarYadav,committinga
second sexual harassment of-
fence.
Two,thatbesidesputtingad-

ditional safety features on its
ride-sharing app, Uber needed

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Flurryof emails revealspanic,warinessoverban inDelhi

Threemonths
beforeDelhi rape,
UberAsiachief told
India teamto
‘embrace thechaos’

KILL SWITCH,
A REMOTEDISABLER

On paper for security, but in car only for show
In48of50ridesThe IndianExpress took,eitherpanicbuttonwasn’t thereordidn’twork

‘Kill Switch’ is Uber’s crisis SOP:
shut down access, don’t give info

■KillSwitch isaremote
mechanismtodisable
device,program
■Programsshutdown
computeraccessahead
of raids
■TheUberFiles record
at least13 instancesof
Kill Switchuse
■SysteminIndiashut
aroundthetimeofban
followingDelhi rape

■Multipleconfigurations
availablebutmainlyone
redbuttonfor theback-
seatrider,onefor thefront,
andathird for thedriver.
PlusaVehicleLocation
TrackingDevice (VLTD).

■VLTDhasdualSIManda
GPSthatrelays thevehicle’s
location, speedandroute

toauthoritiesonareal-
timebasis.

■Thissends location
signalsevery10secondsto
thegovernment’s
monitoringcentre.

■Whenthepanicbutton is
pressed, thecentregetsan
alertevery5seconds.

HOWAPANIC BUTTON SHOULDWORK

TOMORROW

WORKING THE
LINES, SEALING

DEALS

WHATARE
THEUBER
FILES
PAGE13

New Delhi



THESECONDPAGE2 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,MONDAY, JULY11, 2022

Rape in Delhi
rang alarm bells
in Uber HQ
urgentdamagecontroltoprevent
a “reputational” fallout in other
globalmarkets.
Immediatelyaftertherapein-

cident, on December 9, 2014,
Jordan Condo, Uber’s Head of
PublicPolicyinAsia,wrotetothe
company’s tophonchos,givinga
dramaticdescription.“Itisimpor-
tant thatwe show compassion
and express ourwillingness to
developalongertermsolutionto
stop this pandemic of violence
against women in India,” he
wrote. Others on the trail mail
repliedwithsuggestionsontech-
nology upgrade and asked for a
country-wise spreadsheet on
BGCs forboth licensedandnon-
licensed“products” (drivers).
But the unmistakable effort,

the internal communications
show,was topitch theblameon
Indianauthorities.Considerthese
telling excerpts fromwhatUber
bosseswrotetoeachother:

■ Mark MacGann, then
Uber’s Head of Public Policy for
EuropeandMiddleEast,wroteon
December8:“We’reincrisistalks
rightnowandthemedia isblaz-
ing…The Indian driverwas in-
deed licensed, and the weak-
ness/flaw appears to be in the
local licensing scheme… the
viewin theUS is thatwecanex-
pectinquiriesacrossourmarkets
on the issue of background
checks, in the light of what has
happenedinIndia.’’

■ Among the senior-most,
NiallWass, then Uber’s Senior
VicePresidentforEurope,Middle
East andAfrica,wrote to the en-
tire office teamonDecember 9:
“Wehaddonewhatwasrequired
intermsoftheIndianregulations.
However it’s clear thechecks re-
quired for a driver to obtain a
commercial licensefromtheau-
thoritiesnowappearstobeinsuf-
ficient as it appears the accused
also had someprevious rape al-
legations,whichtheDelhipolice
checkdidnot identify (inwhat’s
calleda ‘charactercertificate.’).”

■Oneweekaftertherapein-
cident,MarkMacGannagainsent
an email to his team: “we are in
the process of platinum-plating
our background checks in other
regions, given the issue in India
(wheretheofficialStatesystemis
at fault,notUber).”
Therapeincidentresultedina

“worst-casescenario”forUberin
the Capital. The Delhi govern-
ment banned its services, and it
tooksevenmonthsandaninter-
vention from the Delhi High
CourtforUbercabstobebackon
theroads.
Now, records reveal that the

companyhadseriousapprehen-
sions that theban inDelhi could
have a domino effect on opera-
tions inothercitiesaswell.
There are email exchanges

between JuanBatiz, a senior ex-
ecutive,andDavidPlouffe,Uber’s
high-profile Vice President for
policy and strategy,whowas an
advisor to US President Barack
Obamaprior to joining the uni-
corn.
In the exchange dated

December 11, 2014, and titled
“threats”, Batiz argues Uber’s
case: The fact is thatwe are not
taxis, hence taxi regulations do
not apply to us. I think taxis are
reallylookingtogetridofcurrent
burdensome and corrupt re-
quirementswhich they face to-
daymorethanbanningUberlike
products…”
In the communication,

Plouffe is also informed about
how the City Taxi Association in
Mexicohadfiledalawsuitasking
why a service like Uber should
notbebanned.Hewrote,“Intheir
communication, the association
makesreferencetocountriesthat
havebannedtheserviceandalso
mentions India’smost unfortu-
nateevents.”
Plouffethendoesaround-up

of“threats”fromothercountries
andwrites to colleagues, “won-
deringifyouareconcerned—and
it’snotdirectlyconnectedtoIndia
butgives themmorecourageon
the unlicensed argument espe-
cially — about any other
cities/countries strengthening
their arguments against us/tak-
ingaction.”HealsoaskstopUber
Managers:“Canyouguyslayout
other placeswhere you think in
light of India/reputation issues,
youcouldseecourtsorregulators
find away or reason to shut us
down.”
The most significant step

Uber took after the NewDelhi
rape incidentwas to introduce
twonewIn-appfeaturesinIndia:
thereceiptofa‘sendfeature’and
an SOS button. Incidentally, one
of Uber’s communicationman-
agers, Benjamin Novick, cau-
tioned others that the new fea-
tureshouldnotbecalleda‘panic
button’buta‘SOS’featureinstead.
And in an email dated

December23,2014,Plouffegives
awaytheinsecuritygrippingthe

company.Hewrites,“Driverver-
ificationcapabilitieswillbeane-
cessity—weareexceedinglyvul-
nerable there and only amatter
of time beforewe have an inci-
dent (Chicago could be it, hope
not)wherethatbecomesaglobal
problemforus.”
Other emails from January

2015showthattherapeincident
wascertainlyonthemindof the
Uber top brass, including
Kalanickwho decided to post-
ponehisproposedvisit to India.
Allen Penn, Uber’s thenAsia

Head, listed the advantages of
pushingforwardtheIndiatripfor
Travis. His reasons:One, “have a
leadtimeforhighlevelmeetings
(eg PMandCabinet).” Two, “Let
the air clear further on the rape,
givingspace forahigher success
rateonGovernmentandbusiness
meetings.”Andthree,“GetDelhi
backlive…andthusnothavethat
bancloud.”

‘Kill Switch’ is
Uber’s crisis SOP:
Deny access
competition andentrenched in-
terests say,YouandUberare the
ones improving India”— he in-
structedthemonhowtokeepthe
authoritiesatbay.
“Wewill likely have both lo-

cal andnational issues inalmost
every city in India for the rest of
your tenureatUber…Don’t talk
totheGovernmentorfolksclose
to the Government unless you
have specifically discussedwith
Jordan (a reference to Jordan
Condo, Uber’s Head of Public
Policy for Asia)... wewill gener-
allystall,beunresponsive,andof-
tensaynotowhattheywant.This
ishowweoperateandit’snearly
alwaysthebest.Earlyquickmeet-
ingssetusupforfailure.Getcom-
fortable with that approach…
don’tletitdistractyoufromyour
missiontodominatethemarket,”
hewrote.
Theemail ispartof TheUber

Files investigated by The Indian
Express. These recordswere ob-
tained by The Guardian and
shared with the International
Consortium of Investigative
JournalistswithwhichTheIndian
Expresshaspartneredforthis in-
vestigation.
TheNewDelhirapecasesaw

Uber being temporarily with-
drawn from the Capital’s roads
and the ride-hailing service be-
ingforced,forthefirsttimeinany
cityintheworld,toapplyforali-
cence to manage operations
throughanIndiansubsidiary,and
notUberBV,itsinternationalfirm
locatedintheNetherlands.
Uberlaterfacedaslewofreg-

ulatory issueswith the Reserve
Bankof India andgovernmental
authorities like the Service Tax,
Consumer Courts and Income
Tax.Anditstilldoes.
Emails and internal docu-

ments reveal that India was
amongthecountrieswhereUber
deployeditsuniqueblockingsoft-

warewhichcompanyinsidersre-
fer to as ‘Kill Switch’ in internal
emails.
The‘KillSwitch’wasmeantto

be used to switch off systems in
theeventofseriousregulatoryac-
tion, likeataxraid.
To begin with, Uber used a

software named ‘Casper’ and
later ‘Ripley’.
The data show13 instances

between 2014-2016when the
‘KillSwitch’wasusedindifferent
citiesacrosstheglobe.Itwasused
in Amsterdam,Montreal, Hong
Kong, Budapest, Lyon and Paris.
Travis Kalanick,
Uber co-founder
and CEO, person-
allyordereditsuse
in Amsterdam in
September2015.
There are

emails that show
the ‘Kill Switch’
wasalsotobeused
during a tax raid on the com-
pany’sofficesinBrusselsinMarch
2015,but thesleuthsseizedstaff
computersbeforeitcouldbede-
ployed.
The reference to Indiacomes

in confidential emails dated
February10,2015—twomonths
after the rape incident in New
Delhiandthesubsequentbanon
itsservice.
The emails are titled “Uber

Belgium/special tax inspectors”
andhaveacontextofallegedVAT-
return violations committed by
Uber-Belgium.
In the emails, it is Uber

Manager, Rob van derWoude,
whoprovidesadetailedaccount
ofhowUberblockedaccesstoits
datafor Indianauthorities.
It states: “What we did in

India is have the city teambe as
cooperativeaspossibleandhave
BV(thecompanyinNetherlands)
take theheat. E.g.Whenever the
local teamwas called toprovide
the information, we shut them
downfromthesystemmakingit
practicallyimpossibleforthemto
give out any info despite their
willingnesstodoso.Atthesame
timewe kept directing the au-
thoritiestotalktoBVrepresenta-
tives instead. Not sure if that
worksheregiventheyhavetelco
info but that bought us some
monthsthere.’’
Evidently, “shutthemdown”

wasthenormforUbermanagers
interritories fromIndiatoParis.
After the Brussels fiasco, the

company devised a “dawn raid
app”andcirculateda“dawnraid
manual” among its senior em-
ployees.A10-pagemanualisalso
partof thedata.
Inthemanualaredetailedin-

structionsonhowa“raid”should
be managed; how telephone
conversationsshouldbesanitised
should regulators be tapping
phones; howa raid coordinator
shouldbeappointed;and,which
categories of data can be shared
withraid inspectors.
Askedaboutthefrequentuse

of the ‘Kill Switch’, Uber’s
spokesperson in the US, Jill

Hazelbaker, and the company’s
spokesperson inNewDelhi had
anidenticalresponse:“Uberdoes
not have a ‘Kill Switch’ designed
to thwart regulatory inquiries
anywhere in theworld and has
notsinceDaraKhosrowshahibe-
came CEO in 2017. On the con-
trary, authorities regularlymake
requests for informationandwe
routinely cooperatewith those
requests.While every company
hassoftwareinplacetoremotely
protectitscorporatedevices,such
softwareshouldneverhavebeen
usedtothwartlegitimateregula-

toryactions.”
AllenPennand

Rob van der
Woudedidnotre-
spondtoqueries.
In India, Uber

was forced to
make a structural
shift inoperations
from the

Netherlands to an India-based
subsidiary, Resourcexpert India
Private Limited, while in coun-
tries like Belgium, it was under
pressure from tax authorities to
hand over data of drivers who
wereusingUberphones.
For instance, there is a confi-

dentialemailfromUbermanager
FilipNuytemans,datedFebruary
10, 2015, on the subject of de-
mands for driver data from spe-
cial tax inspectors. The Uber
manager says hewas “open to
sharedataaspartof anewregu-
latory reform, but handing out
that data now could lead to all
those+500driversbeing1)pros-
ecutedwith risk of permanent
seizureoftheircarplusfine2)be-
ing audited by tax authorities
knowing thatmost of themare
notabletodeclareundercurrent
conditions.”
There isalsoanemail– ithas

thesamedate—fromUber’slegal
counsel Zac de Kievitwho said,
“Providingthedriver listwillgut
our supply: it makes it much
moreeasier for the taxman, reg-
ulators and police to terrify our
supply and enforce against it…
whatistheleastbadoptionhere?
Driversbeingpursuedviacrimi-
nalproceedingsorourselves?...If
wehandoverthedriverslist,our
goosemaybecooked.”
Followinga raid inUber’s of-

fices in Paris the same year, de
Kievitwas arrested for obstruc-
tionofjusticebycuttingITaccess
andactivatingthe ‘KillSwitch’.

On paper for
security, but in
car only for show
Instead,itfoundamonitoring

systemhobbledbyglitches—in-
cluding an unresolved software
“integrationissue”thatprevents
the nodal Transport agency,
which receives the cab alerts,
frompassing themon immedi-
atelytotheDelhiPolice.
Considerthis:
■Of the 50 Uber cabs, only

sevenhadactivepanicbuttons.In

five of these seven, pressing the
buttondidnotresultinfollow-up
action from theDelhi Police de-
spiteawaitof20minutes.

■ In 43 cabs, 29didnothave
panicbuttonsatall.Drivers in15
of the 29 cars said they had
bought the vehicles from
HaryanaandUPwithfitnesscer-
tificates despite theUnionRoad
TransportMinistrynotifying the
useofpanicbuttonsin2016.The
other 14 said they had bought
theircarsbefore2019,thecut-off
year fromwhen these buttons
becamemandatory.

■Of the reston the listof 43,
four drivers said the panic but-
tonsintheircarswerebrokenby
their own children; three said
thattheyhaddisabledthebutton
tostoppassengersfrompushing
itoutofcuriosity.Andsevendriv-
ers said the buttons stopped
workingaftertheyconductedre-
pairwork.
That’snotall—andit’snotjust

Uber.

HOLES INTHE SYSTEM
OnNovember28,2016,inthe

wake of theUber rape case and
themonths-longbanimposedon
the cab aggregator by theDelhi
government,theMinistryofRoad
TransportandHighwaysissueda
notificationthatallpublicservice
vehicles, except two-wheelers,
three-wheelersande-rickshaws,
mustbefittedwithaVLTDanda
panicbutton(seeboxonpage1).
OnApril18,2018,theMinistry

issuedanothernotificationspec-
ifying a cut-off date, and said all
such vehicles registered on and
after January 1, 2019 shall be fit-
tedwith this combo safety fea-
ture.
Once the panic button is

pressed,analertissenteveryfive
secondstoserversmonitoredby
theDelhiIntegratedMultiModal
Transit System (DIMTS), the
nodal agency for the Transport
Department, to be instantly re-
layed to the Delhi Police’s
Emergency Response Support
System(ERSS)on112.Butofficials
said alerting thepolicehasbeen
“atime-takingprocess”sofardue
toa“lackof software integration
betweenthetwosystems”.
“At present, whenwe get a

panicbuttonalertfromacab,we
callthepolicestationconcerned,
which relays the details to the
PCRvan.Alotoftimeiswastedin
figuring out the right jurisdic-
tion,”aTransportofficialsaid.
AccordingtoDelhiStatistical

Handbook2021, the capital has
an estimated registered fleet of
1,12,401privatecommercialtaxi
vehicles. Delhi Transport
Commissioner Ashish Kundra
said 11,832 commercial taxis
registeredafter2019havebeen
fittedwithVLTDandpanicbut-
tons in the capital — and alerts
are accessible through a web-
basedapplication.
“However, for the achieve-

ment of panic alerts integration
with PCR 112 system, the API
(Application Programming

Interface)documentandcreden-
tials are being obtained by the
Transport Department from the
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Operations&Communication).
Theintegrationisatanadvanced
stageand likely tobe completed
withinamonth,”Kundrasaid.API
isa software thatallowstwoap-
plications to interactwith each
other.
Officials say an averageof 50

panic button alerts are received
from commercial taxis in Delhi
everydaybut “mostof themare
due to fights between thedriver
and customer on payment is-
sues”.
Delhi Police spokesperson

SumanNalwa said: “We are not
receivinganypanicbuttonalerts
fromcommercial taxis likeUber
orOlatillnow.Thiswassupposed
to be done by the Transport
Department as per the Central
Government notification. To
counter this, we have come up
withourownapps likeHimmat
Plus andequippedourPCRvans
withstate-of-the-arttechnology,
which responds to distress calls
immediately.”
Nalwasaidthepolicewilltake

“around 20 days” to integrate
theirsoftwarewiththeTransport
department’smonitoringagency
andwereintalkswithCentrefor
Development of Advanced
Computing (CDAC), whichwas
workingontheinitiative.
Asked about the delay,

TransportCommissionerKundra
said:“Themodalitiesofthisinte-
gration are being completed on
priority basis by the Transport
Department and the police en-
forcementagencyattheirend.”
Both Kundra and the police

spokespersonNalwasaidthatthe
software integration for buses
(DTC and cluster services) has
beencompleted.
Police officers say they re-

spondwithin 15-20minutes of
each call received fromDIMTS
but suggest that it is “better for
theriders tocall the112number
directlysincewecantrackthelo-
cationof thecaller”.
But there are “somebugs” in

the 112 system aswell. “For in-
stance, Vodafone-Idea and
Reliance-Jio networks are inte-
grated but still don’t show con-
tinuous location of the caller,
whichiscrucialinmakingtimely
interceptions,”anofficersaid.
“Intermittent location is

shownandnot a continuous lo-
cation.Wehavesomebugsinthe
systemandCDACisworkingcon-
tinuously to improve the loca-
tion-basedservicesforthesenet-
works,” said Nalwa, the police
spokesperson.
Uberhasothersafetyfeatures

of its own, including an in-app
SOS, to raise alertswith the po-
lice, the sharing of ride status
withtrustedcontacts,anda24x7
safety team.But crucially, unlike
the panic button, all these fea-
tures require the riders to have
accesstotheirsmartphones.
An Uber spokesperson said

that to improve the security of
riders, the company’s ride-shar-
ingapprunsa“mandatoryback-
groundcheckonalldriversbyan
authorised third-party vendor
before theymake their first trip
onUber”.
Transport officials said there

are other deterrents in place to
ensurecompliance.
According to Kundra, apart

from regular monitoring, a
“mandatory check” of these de-
vices are carried out at the time
of issuing annual fitness certifi-
cates.Fordriverstamperingwith
panic buttons or VLTD, he said,
theDepartmentwillissuee-chal-
lanstotheownersandincasesof
furthernon-compliance, theve-
hicle will “be blacklisted auto-
matically throughVAHAN soft-
ware”.
Besides, one of the key pro-

posalsintheDelhiMotorVehicle
Aggregation schemenotified on
July 5 is access for the Transport
departmenttoaweb-basedpor-
talwhereaggregatorswouldup-
date the details of their vehicles
anddrivers to ensure passenger
safety.
ButdriversonUbercabsthat

The Indian Express hailed
pointed to other holes in the
shield. Many of them said they
managed to get fitness certifi-
cates for their vehicles at the
Burari testingcentreontheout-
skirts of Delhi —without func-
tioningpanicbuttons.
An official at the centre,

which is one of the two centres
in Delhi, said: “About 800 vehi-
cles come to this centre every
day. It is difficult to check every
vehicle for a functioning panic
button.Wemainlyseeif thedoc-
uments are in place and the ve-
hicle isnot inadamagedcondi-
tion.”
Transport Commissioner

Kundra said they aremoving to
soon “operationalise” an auto-
matedtestingstationinBurarion
the lines of the other testing fa-
cility in Southwest Delhi that
caters totrucks.

‘We are just f***ing illegal’
technology to bypass regula-
tors; tapped into a sprawling
lobbying network; aggres-
sively cut corners as it drove
through loopholes in law and
regulation.
These records cover 2013-

2017,theperiodwhenthecom-
pany,ledbyitsflamboyantand
brash co-founder, Travis
Kalanick, was steamrolling its
cab-hailing service from one
worldmarket toanother.
Kalanick has responded to

ICIJ’s revelations through his
spokesperson, Devon
Spurgeon,inhissignaturestyle:
“WhenMrKalanickco-founded
Uberin2009,heandtherestof
theteampioneeredanindustry
thathasnowbecomeaverb.To
dothisrequiredachangeofthe
statusquo,asUberbecamease-
riouscompetitorinanindustry
where competition has been
historicallyoutlawed.”
Sinceitlaunchedservicesin

2013, Uber found in India one
of its fastest growingmarkets
— an estimated 6 lakh drivers
plying today in over 100 cities
riding on an urbanworkforce
sprawling across cities with
spottypublictransportandre-
strictedtaxiservices.
Uber’sstrategywassummed

up inanemail thatUber’s then
Asiahead,AllenPenn,wrote to
the India team inAugust 2014.
“We’vedefinitelymadeasplash
inourfirstyearinIndia…Wewill
likely have both local and na-
tionalissuesinalmosteverycity
in India…That’s life running a
businessatUber,”hewrote.
Records detail Uber’s run-

inswithahost of Indian regu-
latory authorities, including
GST and Income Tax
Departments as well as
ConsumerForums,theReserve

Bank of India and the Service
TaxDepartment.
Indeed,inSeptember2014,

Uber prepared a presentation
foritsstaffusingIndiaasacase
study forhandlingServiceTax
issues.“AuthoritieswantUber
toopentheirbooks,otherwise
weare facilitating fraud,” says
aslideinaPowerPointpresen-
tation which is part of the
recordsnowrevealed.
Shortly after that, in

December 2014, crisis hit the
companyfollowingtherapeof
a 25-year-old passenger in
New Delhi in an Uber car by
thedriver.
Dozens of internal emails

show that even as red flags
were being raised on the ban
imposed by theDelhi govern-
ment, top executives squarely
blamedthe“flawed” licensing
systemsinIndia for lettingthe
criminalrecordof theaccused
driver slip through.
Uber was in panic and in

betweensomefranticdamage
control,NairiHourdajian,then
the head of Uber’s communi-
cationsunit,wrote inanemail
to his colleague onDecember
11, 2014, just sixdays after the
rape: “Remember that every-
thingisnotinyourcontrol,and
thatsometimeswehaveprob-
lems because, well, we’re just
f***ing illegal.”
An investigation by The

IndianExpress showsthatcrit-
icalelementsof thenewsafety
features that Uber boasted of
after the NewDelhi rape inci-
dent, are not yet in place.
Example: the “panic button”
thateveryUbercab—likepub-
lic transportbuses andcabs—
ismeanttobefittedwithisyet
to be integrated with Delhi
Police and State Transport

Department systems even six
yearsafter the rape.
Much has been said about

the“nastytech”Uberdeployed
during Kalanick’s tenure and
TheUberFilesdramaticallyex-
pandsupon instancesandcir-
cumstancesof itsuse:thereare
details of how the company
usedtools like“greyball”and“
geofencing”tokeepUberrides
away from prying policemen
andGovernmentofficials.
Significantly, there are 13

instancesuncoveredinthefiles
about deployment of the ‘Kill
Switch’ in several countries –
anin-house label foraprocess
that shutsdownlocal systems
to firewall them from any
probe. In fact, in six cases, the
recordsreveal,the‘KillSwitch’
wasusedevenas raidsby reg-
ulators were in progress at
Uberoffices.
One particular email from

a top Uber executive of
February 2015 (in the context
of anticipated tax raids in
Belgium) details the modus
operandi Uber used for India:
how the local team appeared
tobecooperativebeforeIndian
authorities even as theywere
actually “shut down”— cour-
tesy the ‘Kill Switch’ — by
Uber’sheadquarters.
Uberistryingtoleavemany

of these controversies behind
and in response to questions
sent to the company’s India
head, Prabhjeet Singh, its
spokesperson responded,
“WhenUberlaunchedinIndia
almost a decade ago, no
ridesharingregulationsexisted
at that timeas the transporta-
tionlawsdidnotconceiveapp-
basedridesharingasanoption.
We have long championed
rules and regulations that re-

flectchangingtechnologyand
interest of cities and our cus-
tomers — riders and drivers
alike. As a category defining
company,weapplaudandsup-
port progressive regulatory
change that is good for riders,
driversandcities.’’
Across theworld, theUber

Filesalsounderlinethealmost
military precisionwithwhich
Uberhas,overtheyears,made
friends inhighplaces.
Thecompany,withthehelp

ofanadvisoryfirmhadprepared
alistofmorethan1,850“stake-
holders” fromdifferent coun-
tries,withamongwhomitstop
brass could seekmeetings. The
“stakeholders”were amixed
club:publicofficials,bureaucrats,
members of think tanks and
transportationexperts.
Among Uber’s “close”

friends, therecordsshow,was
EmmanuelMacron, who, as a
thenMinister in France, was
clearly identified as an Uber
“ally.” There are several ex-
changesbetweenMacronand
keyUberexecutives, including
Kalanick.
The company had also

courted oligarchs who had
proximitytoRussianPresident
VladimirPutin.Someoftheoli-
garchswho figure in the data
havesincebeensanctionedaf-
ter the invasionofUkraine.
Uber hired former Obama

aide David Plouffe (he visited
IndiainFebruary2016andmet
three Chief Ministers) as head
ofthecompany’sglobalbrand-
ing in 2014 andworked there
till2017.
Records show that Plouffe

participated in internal email
discussions on use of the ‘Kill
Switch’duringraidsontwooc-
casions.

India on Lanka
transitionofpower.
Earlier, Arindam Bagchi,

spokesperson for theMinistryof
ExternalAffairs, said: “India is Sri
Lanka’sclosestneighbourandour
twocountriessharedeepciviliza-
tional bonds…Weare aware of
themanychallengesthatSriLanka
and its people havebeen facing,
andwehave stoodwith the Sri
Lankanpeopleas theyhave tried
toovercomethisdifficultperiod.”
“Wecontinuetocloselyfollow

the recent developments in Sri
Lanka. Indiastandswiththepeo-
pleofSriLankaastheyseektore-
alizetheiraspirationsforprosper-
ity and progress through
democraticmeansandvalues,es-
tablished institutionsandconsti-
tutionalframework,”Bagchisaid.
He also flagged India’s “un-

precedented”supportofover$3.8
billionthisyeartoSriLanka.
Also Sunday, the IndianHigh

CommissioninColombosaidHigh
CommissionerGopalBaglaymet
the Sri Lankan Agriculture
Minister.
“Various sections, diversede-

mands: one partner -
#India!!!!High Commissioner
met the Hon'ble Agriculture
Ministerandinformedhimabout
thearrivalofmorethan44,000MT
ofureasuppliedunderacreditline
extendedby India toSri Lanka...”
theIndianHighCommissionsaid.

Amarnath
possible at a time. A langarwas
alsopermittedtooperatefromthis
dryriverbed.
“Itwaswell known that the

water channel there is prone to
flooding, but still the planning
completelylackedanythoughtful-
ness,especiallyabouttheweather
at this timeof theyear. Themain
effortwastoshownumbers,”said
anofficialinthestatefamiliarwith
thematter.
SonamLotus,Director of the

J&Kmeteorologicalcentre,toldThe
Indian Express he could not say
howmuchit rained inAmarnath
onJuly28lastyear,astherewasno
yatraandtherefore,nomeasuring
instrumentshadbeeninstalledin
thearea.
A statement fromRajBhavan

afterlastyear'sfloodsaid,“Ajoint
teamof Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board, Police and Army, acting
swiftly,evacuatedallthestaffpres-
ent close to theNallah.No lossof
human lives or property is re-
ported... As per the latest report,
the Holy Cave shrine is safe.
Hon’bleHomeMinisterShriAmit
Shah also spoke to Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha, who
briefedhimaboutthepresentsit-
uation and effortsmade by the
joint teamof officials, Police and
Army.”
Thisyear, theShriAmarnathji

ShrineBoard(SASB)builtatwo-ft-
highstonewalltochannelthewa-
terinthestreamtopreventitfrom
flowingintothedrybed.Butonthe
dayof the flood,within seconds,
thewater inthestreamhadrisen
above the lowwall andengulfed
thetents.
Sourcesfamiliarwiththeyatra

arrangements said that prior to
this, in2019andearlier, theprac-
ticewas toputup tentswell be-
yond the flood channel of the
stream.Anofficialsourcesaidlast
year'sflashfloodaswellastheone
in2015hadbeendiscussedat all
officialmeetingsandonthebasis
ofexpectedwaterlevels,itwasde-
cidedtotakeprecautionarymeas-
uressuchasbuildingtheembank-
ment.Butthewaterthatsuddenly
gushedintothestreamlastFriday
wasbeyondall calculations, said
thesource.
Thiswasalsothefirsttimethat

thegovernmentdecided to track
pilgrimsthroughRadioFrequency
Identification, awireless tracking
system that consists of tags and
readers.Everyyatrihasbeengiven
a tag. This measure was intro-
ducedinviewof thepotentialse-
curitythreattopilgrims.Afterthe
disaster, the severalmissingpeo-
ple shouldhavepotentiallybeen
tracedthroughtheirRFIDtags.
Rohit Singh Sambiyal, who

heads the Jammu-based service
providerGMaxITServices,saidso
far 1,82,110 pilgrims had been
tagged. He said a total of seven
readers,withtwoantennaeeach,
hadbeensetupalongtheroute.
Sambiyalsaidhehadbeenpro-

vidingthevictims'“lastknownlo-
cation” to the security forces, ad-
ministration and rescue teams.
Askedwhy themissing people
couldnotbelocatedthroughtheir
tags, Sambiyal said thesewere
“passive”RFIDtagsthatsentloca-
tionsonlywithintherangeof the
antennas.
An official familiarwith the

RFIDsystemfortheAmarnathpil-
grimssaidthenumberof readers
providedwas inadequate, and
therewasnoclarityofpurposeto
the entire project, and the issue
had been discussed at several
meetings.
Anotherofficialsourcesaidthe

RFIDtaghadproved“veryuseful”
onthedayofthedisasterinascer-

taining howmany people had
crossedintotheareaclosesttothe
cave.But,thesourcesaid,atmany
placesalongtheroute,thepilgrims
wereseentakingoffthetagwhile
resting,andthatthiscouldbeone
reasonwhythemissingcouldnot
betrackedthroughRFIDsignals.
CallstoNitishwarKumar,SASB

CEOandPrincipal Secretary toL-
GSinha,wentunanswered.Hedid
notrespondtoquestionstextedto
him. The L-G's media adviser,
YatishYadav, saidhewasnot au-
thorisedtospeakonthematter.

Goa Cong
leaderswhowere hobnobbing
with the BJP to see that the
Congressparty isweakenedand
to engineer a split... One is the
leader of our legislature party,
MichealLobo,andtheotherisfor-
mer chief minister Digambar
Kamat,”RaosaidSundayevening.
“Boththesepersonshavebeen

working in thebackgroundwith
theBJP.Oneperson to safeguard
hisownskin.Becauseof somany
cases against him and somany
problems hewas facing, he has
compromised himself. And the
otherperson...evenifCongresshas
givenhimall positions,," he said,
addingthathehadbroughtthisto
thenoticeofthehighcommand.
Till late in thenight, the lead-

ershipinNewDelhihadn'treacted
to theevents inGoa, except for a
tweetbyCongressgeneral secre-
taryinchargeoforganisation,KC
Venugopal, who said, "Hon'ble
CongressPresidenthasaskedShri
@MukulWasnik,MP to rush to
Goa tooversee latestpoliticalde-
velopmentsinthestate."
RaofurtheraccusedtheBJPof

trying to engineer a two-thirds
split in the Congress by taking
away"atleasteight"ofits11MLAs
inthe40-memberAssemblysoas
tododge the anti-defection law.
Claiming that as of Sunday
evening, sixMLAswerewith the
Congress, he said, "Manyof our
MLAswereofferedhugeamounts
ofmoney...ButoursixMLAsstood
firminspiteofpressure.”
The BJP has 20MLAs in the

Assembly, the Congress 11, the
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party and theAamAadmi Party
two members each, the Goa
Forward Party and the
RevolutionaryGoansPartyhavea
membereach. Besides, there are
three independentMLAs.With
the BJP ending up as the single
largest party after the February
elections, it had formed thegov-
ernmentinthestatewithsupport
from the MGP and the three
Independents.
Overanhourbeforehecalled

Loboa “traitor” anda “backstab-
ber”,Raowasexpectedtoaddress
apressconferencewithhimafter
twodaysofspeculationoverapos-
siblesplit intheparty.OnSunday
afternoon,LoboevenmetRaoata
hotel in Margao and Congress
leadersvisitedKamatathishome.
However, at 6.45 pm,when the
press conferencewas scheduled
tostartattheCongressHouse,only
twoCongressMLAswerepresent
with Rao. By 8 pm, the number
went up to five — Deputy CLP
leader Sankalp Amonkar, chief
whip Carlos Ferreria, working
presidentYuriAlemaoandMLAs
Rudolfo Fernandes and Altone
D’costa. Senior legislator Aleixo
SequeiradidnotshowupinPanaji
butCongressleadersclaimedthat
hewasontheirside.
Thosewhofailedtoturnupin-

cludedKamat, LoboandhisMLA
wifeDelilah,andMLAsKedarNaik
andRajeshFaldessai.LateSunday,
LoboandDelilahwerebothseen
leaving Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant's residence in Altinho.
Lobo,whojoinedtheCongressjust
aheadoftheelections,wasamin-
ister in thepreviousBJP govern-
ment.
Over the last twodays, amid

talkofMLAsjumpingship,Raohas
been holding meetings with
CongressMLAswhilemaintaining
thatthepartywasintact.
Late in theday,ChiefMinister

PramodSawantdismissedtalkof
himbeingintouchwithCongress
MLAs. Lobo, Sawant said, had
calledonhimfora“routinemeet-
ing”.Healso saidUnionminister
BhupendraYadavwas inGoa for
workrelatedtohisministry.
Somepartof theday'sdrama

alsoplayedout in theAssembly,
where the Speaker of the Goa
Legislative Assembly, Ramesh
Tawadkar,was in his office on a
weekend.Hesaidhewasatwork
toprepareforthetwo-weekmon-
soonsessionthatbeginsMonday.
Momentslater,however,thelegis-
laturesecretary,NamrataUlman,
issuedanotificationforthewith-
drawaloftheJuly8notificationfor
theelectionoftheDeputySpeaker
thatwasscheduledforJuly12.The
notification stated, “Nonomina-
tions shall be accepted for the
aforesaidelection”.
Late Sunday evening,

Tawadkarwasseenenteringaho-
telinPanaji.Atthetimeofgoingto
thepress, an “emergencymeet-
ing” of the Congress legislature
partywason.

FROMPAGEONE

New Delhi



ADMISSIONS OPEN
DELHI PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES
AND RESEARCHUNIVERSITY

Formore information:

Directorate of Training and Technical Education
Government of NCT of Delhi

Admissions open from 11th July, 2022

PROGRAMS IN PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES
Ÿ D. Pharm.
Ÿ B. Pharm.
Ÿ B. Pharm. (Ayu)
Ÿ B. Pharm. (Lateral entry):
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Pharmaceutical Chemistry
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Pharmaceutics
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Pharmacology
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Quality Assurance
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Clinical Research
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Hospital & Clinical Pharmacy
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Cosmeceutics
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Drug Regulatory Affairs
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Industrial Pharmacy
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Pharmaceutical Analysis
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Pharmaceutical Biotechnology
Ÿ M. Pharm. in Pharmacognosy and Phytochemistry
Ÿ Executive M. Pharm. Drug Regulatory Science
Ÿ PG Diploma in Plant tissue culture
Ÿ DPSRU-AHERF PG Diploma in Clinical Research (PGDCR)

PROGRAMS IN ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES
ANDMEDICAL TECHNOLOGY
Ÿ DMLT
Ÿ BMLT
Ÿ B. Sc. (Hons.) in Sports Sciences (BSS)
Ÿ B.Sc. (Biomedical Sciences)

PROGRAMS IN PHYSIOTHERAPY AND
MEDICAL SCIENCES
Ÿ BPT
Ÿ B. Sc. (Nursing)*
Ÿ MPT (Sports Medicine)
Ÿ MPT (Cardiovascular and Pulmonary) *
Ÿ MPT (Pediatrics)*

PROGRAMSOPEN TO BASIC (B.SC.) PHARMACY
(B. PHARM.) ANDMEDICAL SCIENCES (BDS, B.SC.
NURSING, BPT, MBBS)
Ÿ Master in Public Health (MPH)
Ÿ MBA Healthcare and Hospital Management (MBA-HHM)
Ÿ M.Sc. Artificial Intelligence in Medicine
Ÿ M.Sc. Sports sciences

CERTIFICATE COURSES
Ÿ Medicine Management
Ÿ Sports Assessment & Yoga Application
Ÿ Beauty Wellness Consultant
Ÿ Next Generation Sequencing and its applications
Ÿ Quality Assurance of Biopharmaceuticals

PROGRAMS INMANAGEMENT
Ÿ BBA Healthcare
Ÿ MBA- International Trade Management (MBA-ITM)
Ÿ MBA in Pharm. Management (MBA-PM)

*Admission will be done only after approval from Govt. & INC

‘The First andOnly Pharmaceutical University in India’

D
IP
/S
h
ab
d
ar
th
/D
/0
05
5/
22
-2
3

New Delhi



PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON, JULY10

AT KHORI Gaon in Faridabad,
MohammadHadishAnsari (46)
sits on amakeshift bed under a
tarpaulinwhilehiswifecookson
awood fire inacrampedcorner
coveredbyatinshed.Everyday,
he cycles to a tube well 3 km
away to fetch buckets of water
forhis ‘house’,whichhasnofan,
cooler,electricity,gasconnection
orwater supply.
It has been close to a year

since Ansari’s home, alongwith
hundreds of others in the Khori
jhuggi cluster, was razed by
the Municipal Corporation of
Faridabad(MCF)ontheSupreme
Court’sdirections,buthe,hiswife
andtheir fourchildrencontinue
toliveintemporaryshedsonthe
debrisoftheirdemolishedhome.
“Apni 15 saal ki kamaimaine iss
gharpelagadithi...ekjhatkemein
tod diya aur humein beghar kar
diya (I put 15 years of my life’s
earnings on this house... it was
demolished in amoment, leav-
ingushomeless),” saidAnsari, a
dailywager.
OnJune7,2021,thetopcourt

haddirectedMCFto“takealles-
sentialmeasures to remove en-
croachmentsonthesubject for-
estlandwithoutanyexception”,
giving the civic body sixweeks
to complete the task. It had
stated that “there could not be
compromise or concession on
forestland”,andthat“landgrab-
bers cannot take refuge in the
ruleof law”andtalkof“fairness”.
Demolitions had started at

KhorionJuly14,2021,andlocals
and activists claimed at least
10,000 residential units were
razed. TheMCF had said those
evictedwould be rehabilitated
as per government policy and
given EWS (economically
weaker section) flats in Dabua
Colony and Bapu Nagar in
Faridabad.However,oneyearon,
the civic body has given allot-
ment letters to only 1,009 eligi-
ble people and amajority is yet

tomove into the flats.

Staying put
A native of Bihar’s Chhapra,

Ansarihadpurchaseda65square
yard plot in Khori for Rs 70,000
in 2006 and built a house. Over
theyears,heclaimstohavespent
over Rs 5 lakh onmaintenance.
Heclaimed: “WhenIbought it, I
did not know it was on forest
land.Theminingmafiathatused
tooperateheresoldplotstothou-
sands. Over the years, we paid
police and officials, who looked
theotherway...Wegotourdocu-
ments and voter IDs made on
theseaddresses—someinDelhi,
some in Haryana. Many such
colonies came up illegally in
Delhi...woabpakkehogayehain
(They have become regularised
now).Wehadassumedthesame
wouldhappenhere.”
At Khori — a colony of en-

croachedsettlementsinAravalli
forests—severallikeAnsari,who
aremostlymigrants engaged in
dailywagejobs,continuetostay
putintemporaryplasticshedsat
the basti spread over 170 acres
acrossDelhiandHaryanaonfor-
est land. Some have rented 15-
20 square yard flats in Lal Kuan
and neighbouring colonies, but
only to shift theirbelongings.
“Wearepoor.Afterourhouse

was razed,we couldonly afford
torentatinyroomforRs2,300a
month. It cannot accommodate
a family of six. So,wehave kept
our belongings there. The chil-
dren sleep in the roomwhen it
rains, while we stay here amid
the debris,” said awomanwho
settled inKhori in2012.
Shyam Singh (69) sold his

plot in his village in Bihar’s
Saharsa andmoved to Khori in
2010.Aftersecuringa jobwitha
contractor of a private security
company,hepurchasedaplotin
Khori for Rs 2 lakh and built a
house. In2014,aparalyticattack
lefthimbedriddenandwithout
work. Singh said he has no
moneynowtorenta space.
“I am destitute. With the

house, the last bit of my assets

were gone. I sold bricks of my
partially demolished house to
getby.Ihavebeensleepinginthe
open under a tarpaulin where
myhousestoodsince.Whenpo-
liceandMCFofficialscometore-
moveencroachments, Ihidebe-
hindatree.WheredoIgo?Ithas
beenayearandtheprocessofre-
habilitation is still going on. No
compensation has been given.
Hamara ghar giraane se pehle
humein flat dena chahiye tha
(They should have allotted us a
flat before demolishing our
houses). Iwill diehere,”hesaid.
Many said they had filled

forms and submitted docu-
ments to authorities andon the
e-portal, but their documents
were rejecteddue todiscrepan-
cies. “My Aadhaar cardwas is-
suedonaDelhiaddresssincemy
children were studying in a
school there. Now, I amnot eli-
gible under the rehabilitation
scheme,” saidawoman.
AseniorMCFofficialsaid500

of the 1,009 found eligible have
takenallotment lettersbutonly
130peoplehavepaidthedeposit
and submitted an undertaking
fortakingpossession.“Forthere-
maining 4,840 applications, we
askedthemtosubmittheirdoc-
uments again and had set up
camps for the same from June
20-29.Wearereachingouttoel-
igible allottees to take posses-
sion, butmany are not coming
forward.We have noticed peo-

plearereluctanttopaythesum.”
Regardingpeople encroach-

ing forest land again, MCF offi-
cials said that they have been
conducting enforcement drives
regularly and removing the en-
croachments. “Only a few peo-
ple have built temporary sheds
and during our enforcement
drives, we are clearing them,”
theofficial said.
Police,meanwhile,deniedal-

legationsofconnivanceofofficers

withthe landmafia.AFaridabad
policeofficersaid,“Ithasbeenal-
leged that the landmafia used
fake power of attorneys to sell
landtosettlersatKhori. Theyof-
fered them land at cheap rates
anddealers gave themfake land
deeds andbills. A probe is going
on. We have not received any
complaint of a police officer be-
inginvolvedinthenexus.”
Police said that in July 2021,

they had registered 25 FIRs

against at least 30 people for
fraudulentlysellinggovernment
landtoKhoriresidentsafterthey
had filed complaints alleging
that landmafia had sold them
government land and taken
money fromthem.
Balraj, SHO,Surajkundpolice

station,said,“Aspartoftheprobe,
anSITwasformedawhileago.No
arrestshavebeenmadesofar.The
chargesheet isyettobefiled.”

Rehabilitation status
The MCF had carried out a

drone survey of unauthorised
structures in Khori, which
identified a total of 6,663
units/structures by numbering
the terraces as counted from
dronepictures. Inastatusreport
filed before the apex court in
October 2021, theMCF said the
surveywascarriedouttoplana
phased demolition drive and
amid resistance to a physical
surveyby residents.
As per the housing plan for

rehabilitation of Khori jhuggi
dwellers,theyweresupposedto
be allotted EWS flats in Dabua
ColonyandBapuNagar.Theear-
liercriteriastatedthatresidents
with an annual incomeof up to
Rs3lakhwereeligibleif theyful-
filledoneofthethreeconditions
— if thenameof theheadof the
family is registered in the voter
list of Badhkal assembly con-
stituency as of January 1, 2021;
if the head of the family has an

ID card issued byHaryana as of
January1,2021;andifanymem-
berof thefamilyhasanelectric-
ityconnectionissuedbyDHBVN.
As per the earlier criteria,

thosewho qualifywill be given
flatsworthRs3,77,500, forade-
positofRs17,000within15days
of allotment, andmonthly in-
stallments of Rs 2,500 for 15
years. The deposit was later
amended to Rs 10,000 and
monthlyinstallmentsofRs1,950
permonth for20years.
OnMarch31,whilequestion-

ingtheMCFovertheallegedde-
layinreadyingalternateaccom-
modation, the Supreme Court
had directed the civic body to
pay a solatium amount of Rs
2,000permonthtoeligibleper-
sons until flats are allotted to
them. It had also asked the cor-
poration to complete the allot-
mentbeforeApril 30.
Thestatusreportfiledincourt

in April 2022 said thatwith re-
gard to repair andmaintenance
ofEWSflatsinDabuaColonyand
Bapu Nagar, interior work for
retrofitting, maintenance and
rectification has been awarded
byMCFinFebruary2022andre-
pairs were being done on ‘war
footing’. “The corporation is in a
positiontohandoverpossession
of852flatsinDabuaColonywith
completehabitableamenitiesby
April30toallottees,” it said.

‘Flats too far, in
poor shape’
AtDabuaColony,someofthe

flats provisionally allotted to
Khori residentswere found va-
cant, with only a few families
movingin.Afewflatslackedba-
sic amenities with window
panes, doors, sanitary fittings
missingandseepage inwalls.
Umesh Kumar, an autorick-

shawdriver, saidhemoved into
a flat last month: “Water and
powerconnectionsareyet tobe
set up. The room is quite small,
but what choice do I have? It is
better than not having a roof
aboveyourhead.Thosestillstay-
ing inKhori are livingonhope.”

GovindSingh,avegetableven-
dor,added,“Thegovernmenthas
offered toput usup inEWS flats
inDabuaColony,whichisover16
km fromhere.Wedon’t know if
wewillfindjobsthere.Manyhere
areemployedindailywagework
and cannot commute such long
distances. Our children study in
thegovernmentschoolinRailway
colonyandaprimarygovernment
schoolinLalKuan.Wehadasense
of communityhere.Howcanwe
suddenlyshift?”
Vimal Bhai, from Team

Saathi, a group of activists and
academicsworkingforpeople’s
rights,andwhohavebeenhelp-
ing Khori Gaon residents, said:
“It is sadthat thegovernment is
thinking of rehabilitation after
conductingthedemolition.Poor
people lost their homes which
theyhadbuiltwiththeirsavings
andnowtheyarebeingaskedto
pay tomove intouninhabitable
flats. This is not rehabilitation.
One year has elapsed and flats
are yet to be handed over to
many.”
TwoMCF officials, speaking

onconditionof anonymity, said
the flats in Dabua colonywere
habitable.“Sinceamajorityofal-
lotteesareyettotakepossession,
the flats may require some
cleaning but they are habitable.
The department will facilitate
the process for residents to ap-
plyforelectricityandwatercon-
nections. Otherworks of repair
and maintenance are being
completed,” saidanofficial.
“Therehabilitationpolicyhas

beenmade so restrictive that it
excludesthemajority.Outofap-
proximately 10,000 families,
only 5,813 filled the rehabilita-
tion forms by November 2021.
From that list, they have ac-
cepted1,009 families.Andnow,
the committee hearing process
will add probably 400 or so. So
from10,000families,amere14%
willbeconsideredeligible,”said
Ishita Chatterjee, an independ-
entresearcherwhoworksonin-
formalurbanism,housingrights
andurbancitizenship.

HARDLOOK

InJulylastyear,hundredsofhomeswererazedbytheMunicipalCorporationofFaridabadfollowingaSupremeCourtordertoclearencroachmentsonforest land.
TheIndianExpressvisitsthesiteayearlatertofindseveralpeoplecontinuingtoliveinthebasti,amidtherubble,evenasrehabilitationcontinuestoeludemany

Revisiting Khori Gaon

1,776flats inDabuaColonyaretobeusedforrehabilitation.AmitMehra

Work begins on 1,500 rainwater
harvesting pits, PWD floats tenders
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JUNE7,2021:Supreme
CourtdirectsMCFto
removeencroachments
fromforestland‘without
exception’withinsixweeks
JULY14,2021:
Demolitionsbegin in
Khori.
■MCFidentified6,663
units/structuresbynum-
beringterraces inadrone
surveyasperastatusre-
port filed inOct2021inSC
MARCH31,2022:SC
directsMCFtopay

solatiumofRs2,000per
monthtoeligiblepersons
until flatsareallotted
APRIL2022:1,009
identified forallotment;
4,840applicationstobe
verified fordocu-
mentationforeligibility
CURRENTSTATUS:500
havetakenprovisional
allotment letters,ofwhich
130havepaiddeposit for
possessionof flats;600
havebeenpaidsolatium
ofRs2,000permonth

A YEAR ON

FLATSTOBEUSEDREHABILITATION

1,776
INDABUACOLONY

779
INBAPUNAGAR

MohammadHadishAnsari, adailywager,andhis familycontinueto live intemporaryshedsonthedebrisof theirdemolishedhomeatKhoriGaoninFaridabad.AmitMehra

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY10

DELHI IS likely to get only light
or very light rain over the com-
ingweek,according to the India
Meteorological Department.
While the forecast for Sunday
earlier was of moderate rain, it
was latermodified to light rain.
PartsofUPandHaryanahave

beenreceivingmoderatetoheavy
rainfalloverthepastfewdays,but
Delhihasremainedlargelydry.A
fewpartsofDelhi, suchasPalam

andAyanagar,receivedtracerain-
fall onSundaywhile Jafarpur re-

ceived 4mmof rain. The rest of
thecityremaineddry.

The city recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 34.9 de-
grees Celsius, a degree below
normal.Theminimumwas27.5
degrees Celsius, normal for this
time of the year. The humidity,
however,wasbetween66%and
89%,makingthedaymuggyand
uncomfortable.
According to IMD, Delhi has

received 89.2 mm of rain (city
average) since June 1 this year,
whichiswhenmonsoonarrives
inKerala. This is adeficit of 15%,
which as per the IMD is normal
deviation.

Monsoon reached Delhi on
June 30 — three days behind
schedule— and received heavy
rainfall foracoupleofdaysafter.
Sincethen,however,thecityhas
received only light rainfall or
traces. July and August are the
rainiestmonthsforDelhi.While
Julyseesaround187mmof rain
in July,August sees232.5mm.
According to the IMD fore-

cast,themaximumtemperature
isexpectedtobebetween35and
36degreesCelsiusinthecoming
week, and the citywill see only
lightrainor thundershowers.

Rain continues to elude Delhi, light showers on forecast

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY10

FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS of
Deputy CMManish Sisodia, the
PublicWorksDepartmenthasbe-
gunwork to construct rainwater
harvestingpitstoconservewater
and improvegroundwater levels
tomeetthecity’swaterneeds.
Accordingtoofficials,thede-

partmenthasfloatedtendersfor

its construction at Aurobindo
Margandvariousotherlocations
includingSouthwest,Southeast,
Northeast,Northwest andother
districts.“InSouthwestDelhi,the
department is planning to con-
struct around 12 rainwater har-
vestingpits. In otherdistricts, as
manypitsormorewillbedevel-
oped, andmore than1,500new
rainwaterharvestingpitswillbe
developed in total by different
road-owningandcivicagencies,”

said a senior PWD official.
Currently,Delhihasaround927
rainwaterharvestingpits.
Meanwhile, the NewDelhi

MunicipalCouncil,whichhasun-
deritsjurisdictionNewDelhiand
LutyensDelhiareas,isalsodevel-
opingmodularrainwaterharvest-
ingpits apart fromconventional
pits.NDMCvice-chairmanSatish
Upadhyay said these are cost-ef-
fective, take a shorter time to in-
stallandrequirelessmaintenance.

Thecityrecordedamaximumtemperatureof34.9degrees
CelsiusonSunday.Archive

New Delhi



PUBLIC NOTICE

ATTENTION: VEHICLE OWNERS PLYING VEHICLES
WITHOUT MANDATORY POLLUTION CONTROL

CERTIFICATE
The Transport Department, Govt. Of NCT of Delhi in its
ongoing efforts to control pollution and improve Air
Quality in Delhi requests all motor vehicle owners in
Delhi in get valid Pollution under Control Certificate
(PUCC) for their vehicles.

The department is going to issue challan of the vehicles
whose PUC certificate has been expired. The challan
will be issued under section 190 (2) of Motor Vehicle
Act, 1988 as per which failure to possess PUCC may
lead to imprisonment up to 03 months or fine up to Rs.
10,000/- or with both. They will also be disqalified to
hold their license for 03 months.

All Registered vehicle owners whose vehicle are more
than 01-year-old from the date of registration (except
electric/ battery driven vehicles) are here by directed to
get their vehicle checked and obtain the PUC certificate
to avoid fine.

The list of authorized pollution checking centres is
available at the website of this department
(www.https://transport.delhi.gov.in).

Sd/-
Dy. Commissioner (PCD)

Transport Department
DIP/Shabdarth/0130/22-23

GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI : TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
POLLUTION CONTROL DIVISION

5/9 UNDER HILL ROAD DELHI-110054

Advertisement for recruitment of Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
for Atal Incubation Centre (AIC), Anushaktinagar, Mumbai

1) Job Title Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
2) Location of posting Mumbai, Maharashtra
3) Number of Posts 1 (One)

4) Nature of post
The vacancy is to be filled up purely on fixed term basis initially
for one year, however, it is extendable further subject to satisfactory
performance and requirement at the Incubation Centre, for 2
(two) years at a time.

5) Age limit Not more than 50 years (Male Candidates)/ 52 years (Female
Candidates) as on the last date of submission of application

6) Remuneration Rs 1,50,000/- per month/ Rs. 18 lakhs per annum (all inclusive)
with performance based annual increment

(This is the second advertisment for the Post)
An Incubation Centre is being established at Anushaktinagar, Mumbai under the
auspices of Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) – NITI Aayog.
Applications are invited from Indian nationals for the following position of this
Incubation Centre:

Advertisement No.–AIC- Anushaktinagar /Recruitment/2021/01

Further details regarding Job description, Responsibilities, Qualification, Experience,
Eligibility Criteria, Selection Process, Terms & conditions and format of the Application
Form, may be accessed and downloaded from

https://barc.gov.in/careers/vacancy16.pdf Scan--
Duly completed application form along with the supporting documents
may be sent by Indian speed post/ registered post ONLY to the address
given in the form so as to reach us on or before 12th August 2022
PLEASE NOTE:
1. Application forms sent through any other mode such as through email,
private courier OR hand delivery will NOT be accepted.

2. This is NOT an appointment in Government Organization. It is a proposed self
financed Centre and appointment is purely on CONTRACT basis.
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ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, JULY10

WITHA three-member delimi-
tationcommissionbeingformed
by theMHA to redraw bound-
ariesofwards, inastep towards
holdingMCDelections, itwould
be a race against time to finish
the exercise within the four-
monthdeadline.
Officialsprivytothecommis-

sion’s functioning said services
of Geospatial Delhi Limited,
whichhasdigitisedmapsofeach
area of the national capital,
would be used. To carry out a
ground survey, a senior official
saidmunicipalstaffwillberoped
in toexpedite theprocess.
Sourcessaidthecommission

willsubmitadraftofboundaries
being redrawn and recom-
mended number of wards,
which it will be released in the
public domain to seek sugges-
tions and objections fromMPs,
MLAs, councilorsandRWAs.
“After considering objec-

tions and suggestions, and tak-
ing into consideration genuine
ones, a revision will be done,”
the official said.

He said normally thewhole
process takes at least a year, but
thecommissionwouldtrytofin-
ish it in a time-boundmanner
usingservicesofmunicipalstaff.
Following the announce-

ment,awarofwordsensuedbe-
tween the AAP and BJP. CM
Arvind Kejriwal tweeted on
Saturday, “We are happy that
thecentralgovernmenthascon-
stituted a committee for ward
delimitationofMCD.Butnoor-

der was made on how many
wards there would be in Delhi.
Then howwill this committee
work?”
To which Delhi BJP

spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor responded, “Till yester-
day,AAPleaderswerecryingand
asking when the Centre will
formadelimitationcommittee...
now when it has been an-
nounced, they are crying about
why its terms and conditions

have not been issued. They
should understand that now
that the committee has been
formed,theMHAwilldulyissue
its terms and conditions on the
numberofwards,whichwillnot
exceed250.”
Delhi BJP president Adesh

Gupta, while hailing the home
ministry'sdecision,saidthisstep
willgoalongwayinstrengthen-
ing the unified corporation and
benefitDelhiites. “Nowthe cor-
porationwillbeabletofunction
moresmoothly,”hesaid.
The MCD polls, originally

scheduledforApril,wereputoff
hoursbeforetheelectionsched-
ule was to be announced. The
electionwascalledoffastheBJP-
ledcentralgovernmentplanned
to unify theMCDs and conduct
delimitation to decrease the
numberofwards.
As per the Delhi Municipal

Corporation Amendment Act,
the number of seats in the uni-
fiedcorporationwillnotbemore
than 250. There are currently
272 wards — 104 each in the
erstwhile North and South cor-
porationsand64intheEastcor-
poration.
The three members of the

commission include Vijay Dev,
State ElectionCommissioner of
Delhi, who will be the
Chairman;PankajKumarSingh,
Joint Secretary, MoHUA,
Government of India; and
Randhir Sahay, Additional
Commissioner,MCD.

NewDelhi:Anargumentbetweenagroupofboys
andapolicemanoverskateboardinginSouthwest
Delhi’sSafdarjungEnclaveonFridayescalatedaf-
ter the latter allegedly slappedoneof them.
Avideodoingtheroundsonsocialmediashows

thepoliceman slapping a boywhile arguingwith
him.Policesaiddisciplinaryactionhasbeentaken
againsttheconstable,AjeetSingh, forhisconduct,
According to police, complaints had been re-

ceivedaboutsomeboysskateboardingandcreating
a nuisance in Safdarjung Enclave’s B6 Market
Enclave.Policesaidresidentsweredisturbedbythis,
withonepersonevensustaininginjuries,andbeat
staffwere instructedtostoptheskateboarding.
Policeaddedthattheconstableinquestionwas

on duty on Friday and had asked the boys not to
skateboardintheareaas itwasdangerousforres-
idents. This escalated insto an argument, after
whichheslappedoneof theboys.
ManojC,DCP(Southwest),said:“Theboysbegan

arguingwith thebeat constable.He slappedoneof
themtocontrol them.Disciplinaryactionhasbeen
takenagainsttheconstableforhisconduct.”
DelhiPolicealsosaidinatweet:“Wehavetaken

cognizance of an incident of misbehaviour by a
constablewithaminorboy...”ENS

Constable ‘slaps’ boy for
skateboarding, faces action

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY10

DAYSAFTERa45-year-oldDelhi
TransportCorporationemployee
was gunned downwhile head-
ing homewith his wife and 9-
year-old son, police have ar-
rested three people — his wife,
hisex-wifeandherdaughterfor
allegedly planning themurder.
Police said the women were
caught after police recovered a
deleted photo of the victim’s
bike fromhiswife’sphone.
The victim, Sanjeev Kumar,

was fired at by two bike-borne
assailants on July 6. Police said
the accused, identified asGeeta
(54), the firstwife of the victim,
herdaughterKomal(21),andthe
secondwife, Geeta alias Najma
(28), had been planning the
murder for two-threeyears.
DCP(Southeast)EshaPandey

said,“Najmatoldusthatherhus-

band died in a road accident in
Govindpuri. She didn’t say any-
thingabouthisgunshotinjuries.
Onquestioning, shesaidKumar
hadatiffwithotherDTCworkers
and some of them had threat-
enedtoshoothim.”
Police questioned Kumar’s

colleaguesbutcouldnotfindany
leads. Itwas then that they sus-
pected Najma and seized her
phone. “We found a deleted
photo from July 5. Najma had
taken a photo of Kumar’s bike’s
number plate and deleted it on
the sameday,whichwas suspi-
cious. After we detained and
questioned her again, she con-
fessed,” saidDCPPandey.
Najma revealed that Kumar

wasmarriedearlierandthathis
first wife lives with their three
children in Dakshinpuri. Najma
said she found out about Geeta
aroundtwo-threeyearsagoand
tried contactingher.Geeta then
sent a phone to Najma through

Komalsotheycouldbeintouch,
police said.
“Najma complained that

Kumarwas abusive andwould
hither. Shehid thephoneather
neighbour’s house. Thewomen
hatchedaplantokillKumarand
seizehisproperty,”saidpoliceon
herallegedconfession.
Overthenext twoyears,po-

lice said the women contacted
Najma’s cousin to find a con-
tract killer. He finally found a
sharpshooter whowas paid Rs
15 lakh, police said.
On July 5, Najma sent the

photo of the number plate to
the sharpshooter and asked
him to allegedly kill Kumar the
next day. “The shooter and
Najma’s cousin came to
Govindpuri on a bike and fol-
lowedKumar.NearGovindpuri,
the formerpulledouthispistol
and fired. The duo fled and are
still on the run.We are looking
for them,” added theDCP.

Therearecurrently272wards—104eachintheerstwhile
NorthandSouthcorporationsand64intheEast.Archive

INTHEpreviousdelimita-
tion exercise, whichwas
started in 2015 and com-
pletedin2017,theaverage
population of eachward
was to be 60,000with a
variation of 10% to 15%. It
wasalsospecifiedthatthe
wardshouldliewithinan
assemblyconstituency.A
colony or slum cluster
could not fall in two dif-
ferent wards and each
wardhadtobeclearlyde-
fined along roads/
drains/railway lines so
thatthereisnoconfusion,
asper theprocess.

Last such
exercise

Delimitation panel to use digitised maps, rope
in MCD employees to redraw ward boundaries

Localgangster
arrestedfor
shooting
deadbuilder
NewDelhi:Daysaftera40-
year-oldbuilderwasshot
dead outside his office in
PaschimVihar, theCrime
Branch arrested a man.
Police said the accused,
Deepanshu, is amember
of a local gang and al-
legedly claimed that he
killed the victim for “re-
fusing to sell weapons to
him”.Duringquestioning,
Deepanshu told police
that he got involvedwith
localgangstersin2015-16.
He had alsomet the vic-
timinside jail.

Elderlywoman
killed:4held
NewDelhi:Adayafteraju-
venile was apprehended
forallegedlykillinghis84-
year-old relative over her
refusaltogivehimmoney,
four otherswere arrested
for their alleged involve-
ment. Police said the ac-
cused had allegedly en-
couraged the juvenile to
committhecrimetorepay
aloantheyhadgivenhim.

Surveyoffive
marketsunder
revampproject
NewDelhi:On theheels of
its proposal to redevelop
five popularmarkets, the
governmentwill conduct
anonlinesurveyof traders
atthemarketstotakestock
offacilitiestheylack.Kamla
Nagar,SarojiniNagar,Khari
Baoli spicemarket, Lajpat
Nagar andKirtiNagar fur-
nituremarketsare the five
markets that will get a
facelift .ENS

BRIEFLY

NO ENTRY
ThePragatiMaidantunnel remainsclosedonSunday.Thetunnelwastobeclosedto
vehiclesonSundaybutopenforpedestrians toenjoythemurals inside.AbhinavSaha

GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI, JULY10

OFTHE fiveunderpassespartof
PragatiMaidanCorridorproject
inaugurated by the Prime
Minister on June 19, two on
Mathura Road are yet to be
openedtothepublic.According
tothePublicWorksDepartment
(PWD), theunderpassesarebe-
ingopened inaphasedmanner
so that commuters don’t get
confusedby theroutes.
The project comprises a 1.3-

km-long tunnel and six under-
passes, of which five are on
Mathura Road. Three under-
passes on Mathura Road — at
Bhairon Marg, DPS, and Sher
Shah Suri Road — are opera-
tional.Twounderpassessituated
between Pura Quila and NSIC
Sports Club, and Bhagwan Das
Road respectively are yet to be
opened for traffic. The sixthun-
derpassontheBhaironMargin-
tersectionisunderconstruction.
When asked about the clo-

sure, an official from ITPO —
which helmed the redevelop-
mentproject—said,“ThePragati

Maidan tunnel and five under-
passeswereopenedtodecongest
traffic. This kind of a facility has
been opened for the first time.
Evenwhenasingleunderpass is
opened anywhere, it takes time
forcommuterstounderstandthe
route. As these are five under-

passes,theycannotbeopenedin
onego.Toavoidconfusion, ithas
beendecided to open them in a
phasedmanner.”
Officialsnowplantoopenthe

underpassesinthecomingdays.
Lastweek, theunderpasson

BhagwanDas Roadwaswater-
loggedfollowingtherain.Anof-
ficialhadsaid:“Theunderpassis
near residential areas — about
four-fivehousesareclosebyand
there is a problem of waterlog-
ging... water has to be pumped
out to through sumps situated
inside.”
A PWD official also com-

mented on the closure, saying:
“Traffic police asked us not to
open the underpasses as com-
muters will get confused. So, it
will be opened soon after con-
sulting with them.” However,
DCP(Traffic)AalapPatelhadear-
liersaidtrafficpolicehavenotis-
suedanyorderforclosureof the
underpassesonMathuraRoad.
OnSunday,theDCPsaid,“We

have not got any timeline so far
for opening these two under-
passes. Once the PWD informs
us, traffic will be permitted on
thestretch.”

STATUSOF6
UNDERPASSES
Open
■NearDPS,Mathura
Road
■NearSherShah
SuriRoad
■AtBhaironMarg
NotOpen
■NearPuranaQuila
RoadandMathura
RoadTjunction
■SupremeCourtnear
BhagwanDasroad
UnderConstruction
■NearBhaironMarg
andRingRoadT
junction

2 underpasses on Mathura Road
remain shut after inauguration

Wife, ex-wife, daughter
held for hiring shooter
to kill DTC employee

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, JULY10

WITHMOREthan1,000applica-
tions for various scholarships to
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and Other Backward
Classesstudentsleftpendingafter
the endof the 2021-2022 finan-
cial year, the SC/ST/OBCWelfare
departmentpulleduptheeduca-
tiondepartmentoverthedelay.
In a letter to the

Director of Education, the

Secretary of Delhi government’s
Department for theWelfare of
SC/ST/OBC said that a reviewof
implementationofprogrammes
forthesocio-economicdevelop-
ment of SCs and STs showed a
large number of scholarship ap-
plicationspendingdisposal.
TheWelfaredepartmenthas

foundthattherewere918pend-
ing applications for reimburse-
ment of private school tuition
fees for 2021-2022. In the same
year,therewere397pendingap-
plications for the Pre-Matric

Scholarship Scheme for SC and
20 for the Post-Matric
ScholarshipSchemeforSC.
“As 2021-22 is already over

and the scholarship for the year
should have been disbursed to
beneficiariesmuch earlier, it re-
quiresurgentattentiontoensure
that all pending applications are
verified immediately and for-
warded to this department to
avoid further delay in disburse-
ment of benefits to the eligible
beneficiaries,”statestheletter.
Information on the imple-

mentationof thesescholarships
wascheckedby theWelfarede-
partment after it had been
sought as part of the
Parliamentary Committee on
SC/ST examination of the
“Implementationof reservation
policy in States and Union
Territories including socio-eco-
nomicdevelopmentof SC/ST”.
Following this, the DoE has

written to the heads of all
schools pulling themup for not
completing the online verifica-
tionof theseapplications.

1,000 applications pending for SC/ST/OBC
scholarships, education dept pulled up

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,469 9,318
ICU BEDS 2,116 2,064

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
41,102

NOIDA
July9 July10

Cases N/A N/A
Deaths N/A N/A
GURGAON
Cases 196 142
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 142
OXYGENSUPPORT 39
VENTILATORSUPPORT 2

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,40,735

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
July9 544 607 2 16,158
July10 433 549 2 14,623
Total 2,146* 19,12,305 26,284 3,92,22,651
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi



DELHICONFIDENTIAL

TRAVEL PUT OFF
AFTERTHECovidpandemic,monkeypoxfearisnowruining
travelplansofministersandofficials,whohad just resumed
hectic activities in their respectiveministries. The fear over
themonkey pox threat in San Francisco has caused disrup-
tions in the proposed official visit of Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
MinisterofStateforSkillDevelopmentandEntrepreneurship
and Minister of State for Electronics and Information
Technology.Chandrasekharwasexpectedtovisitthecitydur-
ingtheSEMICONWest2022,whichistobeheldfromJuly12-
14.Buthehadtopostponethevisitafteranumberoftopman-
agement executives of Asian semiconductor companies
deferred their travel to theUS toAugust due toworries over
monkeypoxanda freshwaveof Covid.

MOVING OUT
TWODAYS after he resigned as UnionMinister of Minority
Affairs,MukhtarAbbasNaqvivacatedhisofficialresidence,7
SafdarjungRoadonSunday.Thetype8bungalow,whichare
allotted to Cabinetministers, saw a streamof well-wishers
and supporters arrive towish theModi government’s only
minority facebeforehe left in theevening.Naqvihasmoved
to a personal flat inDelhi. His close aides say hehad at least
six months before needing to vacate the bungalow.With
many others keeping their bungalows for years even after
leavingtheirofficialpositions,Naqvi’squickreleaseofhisof-
ficialresidencehascomeasasurprisetomany.Fornow,Naqvi
iskeepinghis futureplansclose tochest.

THE EMBLEM
PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModiwill inaugurate the State
Emblem atop the new Parliament building onMonday at a
low-keyfunctionatbeattendedbyUnionHousingandUrban
Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri among others. Last
month,theAshokaEmblemwasplacedatoptheunder-con-
struction building. Themetal sculpturewas built by artists
SunilDeoreandLakshmanVyas.Theearlierdesign incorpo-
rated a spire atop the building. It was replaced with the
Ashoka Emblem in 2020.Work on the new Parliament, a
ground plus two-storey triangular-shaped building, is ex-
pected to be completed before the Winter Session of
Parliament.
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AMIDTHEcontroversysurround-
ing Trinamool Congress MP
MahuaMoitra’sremarksonafilm
poster featuring Goddess Kali,
PrimeMinisterNarendraModion
Sunday invoked theHindudeity
during a speech at an event or-
ganised by the Ramakrishna
Mission,triggeringafreshwarof
wordsbetweentheTMCandBJP.
Virtuallyaddressingthecen-

tenarycelebrationsof15thpres-
ident of Ramakrishna Math,
Swami Atmasthananda, the
PrimeMinister said that “bless-
ingsofMaaKaliarealwayswith
the country, which is moving
aheadwithaspiritualenergyfor
thewelfareof theworld”.
“Swami Ramakrishna

Paramhansawas one such saint
whohadavisionofMaaKaliand
hadsurrenderedhiswholebeing
atthefeetofMaaKali.Heusedto
saythisworld,everythingisper-
vaded by the consciousness of
GoddessKali.Thisconsciousness
isvisibleintheKaliPujaofBengal.
Thisconsciousnessisvisibleinthe
faithofBengalandthecountry.”
ThePMthenwent on to say:

“WheneverIhadtheopportunity,
I visited Belur Math and
Dakhineshwar Kali temple. It is
naturaltofeelaconnection.When
yourfaithandbeliefsarepure,the

powerherselfshowsyoutheway.
ThelimitlessblessingsofMaaKali
arealwayswithIndia.”
With the PM invoking

Goddess Kali, the BJP leaders
took the opportunity to hit out
at the Trinamool Congress and
its MP Mahua Moitra. “PM
NarendraModi speaks reveren-
tially aboutMaa Kali being the
centre of devotion, not just for
Bengalbutthewholeof India.On
theotherhand,aTMCMPinsults
Maa Kali, and instead of acting
againsther,(TMCchief)Mamata
Banerjeedefendsherobnoxious
portrayal of Maa Kali,” tweeted
BJP’s ITcell chief AmitMalviya.
Soon, the TMCMPhit out at

thePMandMalviya. “Wouldad-
vise BJP’s troll-in-charge for
Bengal to tell hismasters to stop

commentingonthingstheyhave
no clue about. Didi-O-Didi got
themtheboot.Now,Maa-O-Maa
willgetthemafootontheirchest,”
Moitratweeted,referringtoPM’s
‘Didi-O-Didi’ jibe at Mamata
Banerjee during the last year's
Assemblyelectioncampaign.
Senior TMC leader andparty

MPSougataRoyalsohitoutatthe
PM.“ThePMdoesnotknowabout
KaliPuja.Hemayhavecomeone
or two times to Belur Math or
Dakshineswar,buthowwouldhe
knowaboutKali puja…Mamata
BanerjeehasKalithakurinherres-
idenceandshedoesKalipuja.So,
wearenotgoingtotakelessonsof
KalipujafromtheBJP,”Roysaid.
CPI(M) MP Bikash

Bhattacharya also slammed the
PM for invoking religion. “The
PM should talk about the
Constitution.Instead,heisspeak-
ing on a particular religion and
invoking God. Our Constitution
tells us to safeguard all the reli-
gions, and the PrimeMinister
shouldechotheConstitution.”
State Congress president

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said
thePMshouldtalkaboutwelfare
ofpeopleinsteadofreligion.“CM
(Mamata Banerjee) should also
talkaboutwelfareanddevelop-
ment of people. Instead of that,
both are saying either Ram or
Allah.Becausetheyarenotinter-
ested in development andwel-
fareof thecountry,”hesaid.

PMNarendraModidigitally
addressescentenary
celebrationsof Swami
Atmasthananda, inNew
Delhi, Sunday.PTI

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JULY10

NATURAL FARMING feedsmil-
lions and also “protects” people
from“deadlydiseasescausedby
pesticidesandchemicals”,Prime
Minister NarendraModi said at
a conclave on Sundaywhere he
assertedthatit isalsoameansof
“economic success”.
Addressinganatural farming

conclave organised in Surat via
video link,Modi discussed the
growth of natural farming in
Gujaratandsaidthe“Suratmodel”
of natural farmingcouldbecome
amodelforthewholecountry.
In Surat, the PM said, village

committees,talukacommittees
and district committees were
formedtoselect75farmersfrom
eachvillagepanchayattogetinto
natural farming. This, headded,
resulted in more than 40,000
farmersfromover550panchay-
ats takingupnatural farming in
ashort spanof time.
Modi also mentioned the

five-kmnaturalfarmingcorridor
being developed along both
banks of the river Ganga. Such
corridors canalsobedeveloped
onthebanksof theTapiandthe
Narmada rivers, Modi said. He
alsosaidthegovernmentlinked
natural farming with the
NamamiGangeProgramme.

ENS&PTI
PUNE, JULY10

MAHARASHTRACHIEFMinister
Eknath Shinde andhiswife per-
formed a 'maha puja' of Lord
VitthalandGoddessRukminiata
famous temple in Pandharpur
townonSundayon theoccasion
of 'Ashadhi Ekadashi'. The CM
sought God's blessings for the
prosperity of society even as he
added that his governmentwas
thatof thecommonman.
Addressing a gathering later,

Shinde said hewould reveal his
“experienceof the last twoanda
half years” in the thenMVAgov-
ernment at an appropriate time.
“...I revealedpart of it duringmy
speech in the Assembly last
week…Warkaris(pilgrims)never

attackanyonebutwesufferedas-
sault fromour ownpeople.We
hadtosufferinsilence,”hesaid.
On heavy rain lashing the

state,hesaid, “Thestatemachin-
ery is active toensure there isno
lossof lifeorproperty.”
“The state government is ex-

ploringhowrainwaterfromrivers
inwesternpartofthestate,which
goeswasteintothesea,canbedi-
verted to drought-affected re-
gionsofMarathwada,”hesaid.
TheCMsaidhegottheoppor-

tunity to perform the pooja of
LordVitthalbecauseof thebless-
ingsof peopleof the state. “With
the thoughts of (late Sena
founder) Balasaheb Thackeray,
theteachingsofAnandDighe,the
blessingsofallthepeople,andthe
support of 50 MLAs [who fol-
lowedhiminhisrebellionagainst

theSenaleadershiplastmonth],I
gottoseethisday,”hesaid.
Shindealsotriedtoclarifythat

the rebellionwas notmeant for
personal gainsbutwasover ide-
ologies.“Wehavenotrebelledfor
thesakeofministerialberths.We
haverebelledbecauseour ideol-
ogy was being compromised.
Insteadofanalysingwhywewere
forced to take thedecision, Iwas
criticised strongly. However, I
don’t stoop low…Iworkmore
andspeakless,”hesaid.
Stating that the rebellion by

theShiv Sainikswasnot anordi-
naryone,Shindesaid,“It isnotas
simpleasitseems.Asmanyas50
MLAs, including 40 from Shiv
Sena, showed faith inme. This is
historic.Aspermyinformation,as
manyas33countrieshavetaken
noteof therebellion….”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY10

NATIONALIST CONGRESS Party
(NCP) patriarch and president
SharadPawarhas saidhewould
liketofightthenextelectionsun-
der the aegis of theMahaVikas
Aghadi (MVA), theallianceof the
Shiv Sena,NCPand theCongress
whichlostpowerfollowingasplit
andrebellionintheSenaranksen-
gineeredbyseniorleaderandcur-
rentchiefministerEknathShinde.
Pawar also claimed that his

partywas not consulted before
AurangabadandOsmanabaddis-
tricts were renamed as
SambhajinagarandDharashivre-
spectively.Therenamingofthese
districtswasthelastexecutivede-
cision taken by ex-CMUddhav
Thackeraybeforedemittingoffice.
AtapressmeetinAurangabad

onSunday, Pawar said itwashis
personal opinion that the elec-
tionsmustbeheldundertheban-
neroftheMVA,buthewouldhave
toconsulthispartycolleaguesand
later, alliance partners Congress
and theShivSena for a collective
decisioninthematter.
Pawarsaidtheproposaltore-

name Aurangabad and
Osmanabadwas placed before
the cabinet at the lastmoment
andhis partywasnot consulted.
Thiswas not the government’s
agendaandtheCM’sdecisionwas
final,headded.Hesaidhewould
havebeenhappier ifmanyprob-
lems plaguingAurangabad had
beensolved instead. Takingadig
at Governor BSKoshyari, Pawar
saidunlikeMVAtenurewhenhe
sat on the Speaker’s election for
over a year, he sanctioned the
same in twodays after the fall of
theUddhavgovernment.

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, JULY10

FORMERMAHARASHTRAminis-
ter and Shiv Sena's youthwing
(Yuva Sena) president Aaditya
ThackerayonSundaysaidthatthe
doors ofMatoshree are open for
legislatorswhowish to return,
stressingthatthegrassrootswork-
erswere stillwith theparty “de-
spite betrayal by the rebelMLAs
onwhomthepartytrusted”.
Matoshree is theprivate resi-

denceof theThackerayfamily.
Toreachouttothepartycadre

atthegrassrootslevel,Aadityabe-
gan aNishtha (loyalty) Yatra on
Fridayaspartofwhichhewillvisit
all shakhas of the Sena across
Mumbai.OnSunday,Aadityavis-
itedShivSenashakhasinBorivali,
Dahisar andMagathane and in-
teractedwiththeworkers.
Addressing partyworkers in

Dahisar,Aadityasaidtherebelleg-
islators tookadvantageof ex-CM
Uddhav Thackeray's illness and
betrayed theparty for their own
“monstrousambitions”.
He said, “Thesepeople (rebel

MLAs) showed that goodpeople
havenoplaceinpolitics.ButIwant
to show that even good people
have a place in politics. Even as
thesepeoplehavebetrayedus,the
grassrootsofthepartyarestillwith
us and in each constituency,we
have two-three formidable Shiv
Sainiks…menandwomenwho
are ready to takeon rivals at the
hustings,”thefirst-timeMLAsaid.
Meanwhile, Aaditya also

joinedthoseprotestingtheshift-
ing of Metro car shed back to
Aarey.CallingAarey“auniquefor-
est within the city”, he said,
“(FormerCM)UddhavThackeray
ji declared808 acres of Aarey as
forestandthecarshedmustmove
out(of there).”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY10

ASSRILankareelsunderitsworst
everpoliticalandeconomiccrisis,
the Congress on Sunday hoped
thatNewDelhiwill continue to
assistthepeopleandgovernment
of SriLankaastheydealwiththe
difficultiesofthecurrentsituation.
Themainoppositionpartyex-

pressed its solidarity with Sri
Lankaand its people in the “mo-
ment of grave crisis” andhoped
thattheywillbeabletoovercome
it. “The IndianNationalCongress
hasbeenfollowingwithconcern

theevolvingpolitical situation in
Sri Lanka. The economic chal-
lenges,risingpricesandshortage
of food, fuel and essential com-
moditieshave causedenormous
hardshipsanddistressamongthe
peoplethere,”Congresspresident
SoniaGandhisaid.
Sheexpressedsolidaritywith

SriLankaanditspeopleinthemo-
ment of grave crisis and hoped
theywillbeabletoovercomeit.
“Wehopethat Indiawillcon-

tinue to assist Sri Lanka as they
dealwithdifficultiesofthecurrent
situation,”shesaid.Shealsourged
the international community to
extendallhelptoSriLanka.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY10

THEROWoverCPI(M)leaderSaji
Cheriyan's remarks on the
Constitution, which led to his
stepping down asminister last
week, has now escalated as a
war of words between the RSS
andtheCongress.
While targeting Cheriyan

over his controversial remarks
on the Constitution, Congress
leaderSatheesanallegedthatthe
CPI(M) leader had reiterated
what Golwalkar stated in his
"Bunch of Thoughts" and that
CheriyansharedtheRSSleader's
ideology. "Who does not know
thattheapproachofCheriyanto-
wardstheIndianConstitutionis
the same as that of the RSS,’’

Satheshan, the Leader of the
Opposition,hadsaid.
The RSS state committee on

Saturday responded by serving
anoticetoSatheesanandwarn-
ing of legal action if he failed to
retracthis statement.
In an outburst against the

Constitutionataparty function,
Cheriyan had stated, among
other things, that the Indian
Constitution endorses the ex-
ploitation and loot of the com-
monpeople.
In Kerala, where theminor-

ity vote bank is crucial for win-
ning any election, both the
CPI(M)andtheCongresshaveal-
ways tried to accuse each other
ofhavingSanghParivarleanings.
Recently,theCPMhad,while

referring to the protests over K-
Rail and the gold smuggling
scandal, accused the Congress,

BJPandotherSanghParivarout-
fits of joining hands against the
party-ledLeftDemocratic Front
government.Similarly,whenthe
CPI(M)'s party congress held in
Kannur inApril decidedagainst
a pre-poll alliance with the
Congressat thenational level in
the next general elections, the
Congress had accused the

CPI(M)and theSanghParivarof
workingtogetherinKerala.Also,
when the Kerala government
sent a delegation to Gujarat to
studythestate'sdashboardsys-
tem, the Congress had taunted
that Pinarayi Vijayanwas emu-
lating theModimodel of devel-
opment. ItremindedtheCPI(M)
thatadecadeago, thepartyhad
sacked their MP A P
Abdullakutty on charges of
praisingModi.
Speaking to the media on

Saturday,Satheesanstucktohis
stand and said, "Golwalkar had
stated that the Constitution is
just a cumbersome andhetero-
geneouspiecingtogetherofvar-
iousarticlesfromvariousconsti-
tutions ofWestern countries. It
has absolutely nothing which
canbecalledourown.Thisisthe
samethingthatCheriyanstated

about the Indian Constitution,
thattheBritishpreparedit…Ire-
jecttheirnoticewithcontempt.’’
TheRSSrespondedbypoint-

ingoutthatSatheesanhadinthe
past attended several Sangh
Parivar events related to
Golwalkar.
RSS leaderandKeralaHindu

Aikyavedi general secretary RV
BabusaidinaFacebookpost,"In
2006, Satheesan had inaugu-
ratedaseminaronreligiouster-
rorism on the occasion of the
birthcentenaryofGolwalkar.He
lit a lamp in frontof an imageof
BharatMata.Hedidnotfindany
fault with the RSS then. Now,
Satheesan who backs Islamic
terrorism, hopes that his anti-
RSS standwill fetch himvotes,’’
he said.
The BJP also hit out, with

party state vice-president C

SadanandanMasterpointingto
a 2013 RSS event that
Satheesanreportedlyattended
as a Congress legislator. "He
(Satheesan) is now comparing
the anti-national statement of
CPI(M) leader Saji Cheriyan
with the words of the hon-
ourable Guruji (Golwalkar). If
Satheesanhadfelt thatGuruji's
wordswere seditious,whydid
he thenattendtheRSSevent in
2013 in Thrissur? Satheesan
had then given a lengthy
speechon the thoughts shared
by Bharatheeya Vichar
Kendram (which is associated
with RSS). He had praised the
Kendramanditsactivities.Now
things have changed for
Satheesan. This is self-decep-
tion,’’ he said.
SatheesanonSundaydidnot

react to theRSS's statements.

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH, JULY10

AMONTHafter the Congress in
Haryana removed Kuldeep
Bishnoi fromall party posts for
cross-voting in the Rajya Sabha
elections,theMLAfromAdampur
tweeted Sunday pictures of his
meetingsinNewDelhiwithsen-
ior BJP leaders, includingUnion
HomeMinisterAmitShahandthe
party’s national president JP
Nadda.Healso removed thepic-
tures of Congress leader Rahul
Gandhiandformerprimeminis-
terRajivGandhi fromhisTwitter
accountthismorning,allbutcon-
firming thathe is set to leave the
CongressandjointheBJP.
“It was a real honor and a

pleasuretomeetMr@amitshah
ji.Atruestatesman,Ifelthisaura
andcharismainmyinteractions
with him. His vision for India is
awe-inspiring,”Bishnoisaidina
tweet inHindi.
According to the Congress,

Bishnoi did not vote for Ajay
Maken, the party’s candidate
fromHaryanaandcross-votedin
favourof theBJP-JannayakJanta
Party (JJP)-backed Independent
candidate Kartikeya Sharma,
who eventually edged out
Maken in the Rajya Sabha polls
heldon June10.
Bishnoi’sdecisionnottovote

for the Congress came after the
party sidelinedhim in favour of
namingUdaiBhan,aBhupinder
Hooda loyalist, as the Haryana
Congresspresident.Bishnoiwas

notevenconsideredforthepost
of fourworkingpresidents. Inan
interview to The Indian Express,
he took a jibe at Rahul Gandhi,
calling him “an inaccessible
leaderwho takes decisions un-
derpressure.”
Bishnoi,Afour-timeMLAand

a two-timeMP, waswidely ex-
pectedtoquit theCongressever
since. He said hewas being ap-
proached by the BJP, Jannayak
JantaParty(JJP)andAamAadmi
Party (AAP) but had yet to an-
nounce his choice. Bishnoi
though ruledout joining the JJP,
which he dubbed a “choti-moti
party” (a smallparty).
Sources close toBishnoi had

earlier told The Indian Express
that hewas yet tomake up his
mind onwhether to revive his
ownHaryanaJanhitCongressor
jointheBJP.Overthelastmonth,
Bishnoi issued statements that
he would announce his next
course of action after talking to
his supporters.

Chandigarh: Former CM and
leader of Opposition Bhupinder
SinghHoodaSundaysaidlawand
order inHaryana had collapsed
undertheBJP-JJPgovernment.
Haryanahasbecomearefuge

forcriminals,thankstothecurrent
regimewhereneither the com-
monman is feeling safe nor the
MLAs,Hoodaalleged.“SixMLAsof
the state have received death
threats, butpolicehavenotbeen
abletodoanything.Duetounsafe
environment,industrialistsarere-
luctanttoinvesthere,”hesaid.
OnSaturday, fivemenbarged

into thePataudi houseof Badli’s
CongressMLAKuldeepVats.They
rougheduphis cookand threat-
ened to set theMLA right. Four
otherCongressleadershadalsore-
ceivedthreatmessages. ENS

Kolkata:Singer-turnedpolitician
Babul Supriyo, who recently
joined Trinamool Congress, has
been appointed the party’s na-
tionalspokesperson.
In a tweet, he thanked TMC

chiefMamataBanerjeeandparty
MPAbhishekBanerjee. “Mysin-
cere gratitude to Hon'ble Didi

MamataOfficial&@abhishekaitc
for appointing/includingme in
the illustrious Teamof National
Spokespersons of @AITCofficial.
Shalldomyverybesttoliveupto
theresponsibilityentrustedupon
me.” (sic) Sources said the party
will use Supriyo’s experience
aheadof the2024elections.ENS

Lanka crisis: Cong expresses
solidarity with the people

HomeMinisterAmitShah
withexpelledCongress
leaderKuldeepBishnoi. PTI

Bishnoi set to join BJP,
tweets photos of meet
with Shah, Nadda

ROWOVERCPMLEADER’SCONSTITUTIONREMARK

CPI (M) leaderSajiCheriyan

SANGH’SCRITICShaveof-
tenusedGolwalkar'sviews
onConstitutionand
MuslimstotakeontheRSS.
In2018,RSSchiefMohan
Bhagwathad,referringtoa
neweditionofGolwalkar's
BunchofThoughts,said,
"...everystatementcarriesa
contextof timeandcir-
cumstance…wehavere-
movedallremarksthat
haveatemporarycontext
andretainedthosethatwill
endureforages.Youwon’t
findthe(Muslim-is-an-en-
emy)remarkthere."

Criticismof
RSSover
Golwalkar’s
viewsE●EX
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A bout on the side between RSS, Congress leader Satheesan

MaharashtraCMEknathShindeandhiswifeLataShindeperformapujaatVitthalRukmini
temple,ontheoccasionofAshadhiEkadashi, inPandharpur,Sunday.PTI

Rebelled not for ministerial
berth, but for ideology: Shinde

Modi pushes for
natural farming

Would fight next
elections under
MVA: Pawar

Aaditya: Despite betrayal
by some, grassroots
workers still with Sena

AadityaThackerayataprotestagainsttheproposedmetrocar
shedprojectinAareyforestarea, inMumbai,Sunday.Express

BJP targetsTrinamooloverMahuaremarks; shehitsback

PM invokes Goddess Kali: Her
blessings alwayswith India

Babul appointed TMC’s
national spokesperson

Hooda: Complete
breakdown in
law and order

HARYANA
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TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JULY10

A 38-YEAR-OLDman was de-
tained on Saturday for “hurting
religious sentiments” when he
dressed up as Lord Shiva in a
street play about price rise in
Assam’sNagaondistrict.Hewas
releasedonSunday.
BirinchiBora,asocialworker

from Nagaon’s Nonoi village,
was detained based on police
complaintsfiledbytheVHPand
BJYM among other groups on
Saturday. Following that an FIR
wasregisteredatNagaon'sSadar
Police Station and he was
booked under Section 295(A)
(deliberateandmaliciousinten-
tion of outraging the religious

feelings) among other sections
of the IPC.
Bora spent the night at the

police station, but was Sunday
givenanoticeandreleased,said
Nagaon SP Leena Doley. He has
beenasked toappearat the sta-
tionona laterdate.
In Bora's play, videos of

whicharenowcirculatingonso-
cialmedia,ShivaandParvatiare
seen riding a two-wheeler,
which runsoutof fuel. Anargu-
ment ensues as Shiva is unable
to afford petrol because of the
price rise.
Bora,whoisnowbackhome,

said the main objective of his
street play was to “highlight
pricerise”. “Therewasnointen-
tion to hurt anyone’s beliefs. I
used that analogy tomake the
point that theprices are sohigh
thateventheAlmightywouldbe
distressedif theywereonearth,”
he toldThe IndianExpress.
He said it was not uncom-

mon for gods tobeportrayed in
humanforminAssameseplays.
“However, now the situation is
suchthattherighttofreeexpres-

sion has been suppressed and
you cannot express anything
against the current regime,” he
said.
The complainant, BJYM's

AnuromBora,said,“Whilewedo
not have any problem with
someone protesting against
price rise, using god to express
theprotestwaswrong.”
Following the incident,

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said that street
playsoncurrentissueswerenot
“blasphemous”.
“NukadNatak on current is-

sues is not blasphemous.
Dressingupisnotacrimeunless
offensive material is said.
Appropriate order has been is-
sued to @nagaonpolice,” he
tweeted.

Assam man held for playing Shiva in
play on price rise, let off a day later

CMHimantaBiswaSarma
saidplaysoncurrent issues
arenotblasphemous

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, JULY10

THECONGRESSSundayaccused
theUniongovernmentofdiluting
the rights of tribal communities
throughthenewforestconserva-
tionrules,drawingarebuttalfrom
theCentrewhichsaidtheserules
simplyaimto“streamline”project
clearances.
ThenewForestConservation

Rules—notifiedby theMinistry
onJune28—donotmentionthe
earlier requirement of attaining
gram sabha permission before
divertingforestlandforaproject.
Theyalsoallowforestrightstobe
settledafterthefinalapprovalfor
forest clearances has been
granted by the Centre, a point
flaggedbyCongressgeneralsec-
retary JairamRamesh ina state-
mentonTwitteronMonday.
In response, Union

Environment and Forests
Minister Bhupender Yadav
postedonTwitter that the2022
Rules are not inconsistentwith
the Forest (Conservation) Act,
whose compliance can also be
ensured“simultaneously”.
In 2009, Ramesh, who was

thenUnionenvironmentminister,
introducedarulethatnoclearance
for diversionof forestswouldbe
consideredunless the rightsun-
dertheFRA,2006(astill-ongoing
process) were settled. This in-
cludedacquiringgramsabhaper-
mission.Thiswaslaterincludedas
apart of theForestConservation
Rulesin2015undertheAct.
He said in his statement:

“Now,inanewsetofRulesissued
very recently, the Modi
Governmenthasallowedfor for-
est rights to be settled after final
approvalforforestclearanceshas
been granted by the Central
Government.Obviously, this has

beendoneinthenameof ‘easeof
doingbusiness’ for a chosen few.
But itwill end the 'ease of living'
for the vast many. Once forest
clearance is granted, everything
else becomes amere formality
andalmost inevitably, no claims
willberecognisedandsettled.”
The settling of forest rights

nowneedstobecarriedoutbythe
state government instead of the
Centre,aswasthecaseearlier.
“The state governmentswill

be under even greater pressure
fromtheCentretoacceleratethe
process of diversion of forest
land,”Rameshsaid.
But Yadav tweeted: “Forest

(Conservation)Rules,2022,arere-
formativewith an objective to
streamline the process of ap-
provalsundertheAct,andenable
theparallelprocessingunderother
Acts and Rules including FRA,
2006...”
“The Forest (Conservation)

Rules, 2022 have been promul-
gated solely to implement the
provisions of the Forest
(Conservation)Act,1980.Norule
orprovisionsofanyActarebeing
diluted. The process has been
streamlined for reducing the
timelines for arrival at the final
decision…Processes andprovi-
sions envisaged in the Forest
(Conservation) Rules, 2022 are
not inconsistentwith the other
statutory laws including FRA
complianceofwhichcanalsobe
ensuredsimultaneouslybytheir
respective nodal implementing
agencies to reduce the time lag
and cost involved,” said a note
tweetedbyYadav.

MARKING EID
(Above) FormerUnionminister
MukhtarAbbasNaqviwithhis
wifeSeemaNaqviduringEid
celebrationsathis residence in
NewDelhionSunday. (Left)MP
and J&KNationalConference
presidentFarooqAbdullah
comesout fromtheHazratbal
Shrine inSrinagarafteroffering
prayerson theoccasionof Eid. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAIPUR, JULY10

COAL AND transport business-
man Suryakant Tiwari, whose
premiseswererecentlysearched
by Income-Tax department in
Chhattisgarh, on Sunday alleged
that I-T officials toldhim that he
could becomeCM if he uses his
tieswithrulingCongressMLAsto
topple the government. This led
toawarofwordsbetweentheop-
positionBJPandtheCongress.
Inavideomessagecirculated

onsocialmedia,Tiwariallegedhe
wasphysically andmentally tor-
turedduringthesearchesafterhe
refusedtoimplicateagovernment
officer posted at ChiefMinister’s
Officebygivingfalsestatement.
“During the IT search since

June30... They forcedme to link
SoumyaChaurasia,deputysecre-
tarypostedat theCMO,withmy
business...,”healleged.“I-Tofficers
wantedme to implicateher and
they also offeredme to become
CMbytopplingthegovernment,”
he alleged. “I was told that the
CongressMLAs I knowwill be
supported by the BJP, if I help
them,toformthegovernment.”
StateBJPspokespersonSanjay

ShrivastavsaidTiwari’sallegations
weremade at the behest of CM
BhupeshBaghel andwerebase-
less. “BhupeshBaghel shouldbe
ready to accept his destiny. His
agents havebeenexposed. Such
baselessstatementsarenotgoing
tosavethem,”hesaid.
State Congress communica-

tion wing head Sushil Anand
Shuklasaidthecoaltrader’sstate-
mentshowsthattheBJPistrying
to destabilise a democratically
electedgovernment inChhattis-
garh. “It is evident fromTiwari’s
statement that theBJP can stoop
towhich level to topple govern-
ments innon-BJPruledstates. Its
exampleswereseeninKarnataka,
MP,ManipurandMaharashtra.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL, JULY10

IMAGES AND video clips of an
eight-year-old boy holding his
toddlerbrother’sbodyandsob-
bing while their father, a
labourer, was away trying to
arrange a vehicle to take them
home has sent shock waves
across the state.
Gulshan Jatav, 8, watched

over two-year-old Raja’s body
after the toddler was declared
dead on arrival at the Morena
district hospital on Saturday.
Their father, Pujaram Jatav,

could not afford an ambulance
runbyaprivateagencyhiredby
the hospital. The agency

chargedhimbetweenRs1,500
and Rs 2,000 to ferry them to
their village, Badphara, about
40 km from the hospital.
Pujaram did get a hospital

ambulance, but only after

Gulshan’s sobs caught the at-
tention of passersby, one of
them a policeman, Yogendra,
whocontacted thehospital au-
thoritiesandthesub-divisional
magistrate.
“I first thought itwas anac-

cidentasa lotof peoplehadas-
sembled there. But we were
shocked to see the boy sitting
withthebody. I triedaskingthe
boywhathadhappenedbutall
he kept repeating was that
papawill come,”saidYogendra.
“I could not understand

what he was trying to say. I
asked him to come back and
that Iwill arrange foravehicles
if hehas gone looking for one,”
Yogendra added.
Using the hospital papers

that Gulshan was holding,
Yogendra contacted Pujarama
andtoldhimtoreturn .Thepo-
liceman then called the SDM
and the hospital authorities.
According to hospital au-

thorities, Raja was referred to
Morena fromAmbah civil hos-
pital with symptoms of acute
anemia. Dr Rakesh Sharma,
Chief Medical Officer of
Morena district hospital, said
Raja's bodyhad swollendue to
fluid accumulation.
The boywas declared dead

on arrival, he said, but alleged
Pujaram had left the hospital
lookingforaprivatevehiclewith-
outcontactingtheauthorities.
“At the hospital we have

ambulanceto ferrypatientsbut

to ferry dead body, a private
agencyhasbeenropedincalled
the Rogi Kalyan Samittee,
which charges people. But, in
caseof thosewhocannotafford
to pay, the hospital makes
arrangement for it,” said
Rakesh Sharma.
"Soon after it was brought

tonoticeof thehospitalauthor-
ities theyweresenthomewith
arrangements through Rogi
Kalyan Sammittee," said
Sharma.
DrSharma,meanwhile, also

visited Pujaram's home in
Badphara. "As per the neigh-
bours, Raja had fallen ill about
four to fivedaysagobuthadnot
gotten proper treatment in
time," he alleged.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,VADODARA,
JULY10

ASMANYas388roads,including
highways, across Gujarat were
shutduetoheavyrainonSunday,
while over 3,000 personswere
evacuatedfromdifferentdistricts
byemergencyresponseteams.
Chief Minister Bhupendra

PatelwhoreachedGandhinagar
fromRajkottookstockof thesit-

uation even as teams from
National Disaster Response

Force and State Disaster
Response Forcewere deployed
for rescue and relief operations.
As per the information depart-
mentoftheGujaratgovernment,
five inches of rainwas recorded
insixdistrictsofChhotaUdepur,
Dang,Narmada,Valsad,Navsari
andPanchmahalonSundaybe-
tween8amand6pm.
“A total of 3,250 persons, in-

cluding 400 from Chhota
Udepur, 550 fromNavsari and
470fromValsad,wereevacuated.

The CM visited the state emer-
gency operation centre in
Gandhinagartotakestockof the
situation, especially in six dis-
tricts wheremaximum rainfall
wasrecorded.TheCMhasasked
local administration in these six
districts toevacuate those living
in low-lying areas or in kutcha
houses and provide them food
andmedical facilities,” read a
statement fromtheInformation
Department of Gujarat govern-
mentonSunday.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
VELLORE, JULY10

THE GEOGRAPHICAL regions,
northandsouthof theVindhyas
known as ‘Panch Aryas’ and
‘Panch Dravidas’, respectively,
were distorted to create a racial
divide among the people to
weakenthenation’sunity,Tamil
Nadu Governor R N Ravi said
hereonSunday,blamingthefor-
merBritish rulers for this.
The countrywas systemati-

cally“ruined”bytheBritishwho
tried todividepeople along sev-
eralimaginarylines,Ravisaid,ad-

dressingagatheringofINAveter-
ans, ex-servicemen and their
families. Before theBritishoccu-
pation of India, people could
move freely to all parts of the
country foreducation, trade,pil-
grimageandsettlement,hesaid.
Thegeographicregions,north

and south of the Vindhya range
known as ‘Panch Aryas‘ and
‘Panch Dravidas’ respectively

weremischievously distorted to
create racial divide among peo-
pletoweakenthecountry’sunity,
theGovernorsaid.
The term Dravidar or

Dravidianrepresentedregions,in-
cluding those in present-day
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana,KarnatakaandKerala.
WhileleavingIndia,theBritishnot
onlypartitioned the countrybut
had left “some600 independent
countries”within,aRajBhavanre-
leasequotedhimassaying.
The Governor thanked

SardarPatelforunitingthecoun-
trybyremovingtheartificialand
sinisterdivisions.

Udaipur killing: NIA arrests ‘close
criminal associate’ of main accused
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JULY10

THENIA has arrested a seventh
person in connectionwith the
killing of tailor Kanhaiyalal in
Rajasthan’sUdaipurlastmonth,
a spokespersonsaidonSunday.
“Theseventhaccused,Farhad

Mohammad Sheikh, was pro-
duced before the court from
where hewas sent to police re-
mandtill July12,” specialpublic
prosecutorTPSharmasaid.

The NIA spokesperson said
FarhadMohammadSheikh, alias
Babla,was arrestedonSaturday
evening.Hewasa“closecriminal
associate”of RiazAkhtari, oneof
thetwomainaccused,andtookan
activepartintheconspiracytokill
thetailor,thespokespersonsaid.
Kanhaiyalalwaskilledwitha

cleaverinsidehistailoringshopon
June 28. The attack by Riaz
Akhtari,whoisalsoreferredtoas
Riyaz Attari, on the tailor was
recordedon aphonebyGhouse
Mohammad, and the videowas

postedonline.Theysaidinavideo
laterthattheyhackedKanhaiyalal
todeath to avengeanalleged in-
sulttoIslam.Theduowasarrested
withinhoursof thekilling.
Besides theduo, the security

agenciesnabbed twomorepeo-
ple— identifiedMohsin andAsif
—whoarealleged tobeapart of
the conspiracy to spread terror
amongst thepublic at large. Two
more accused — Mohammed
Mohsin andWasim—were ar-
restedsubsequentlyforbeingpart
ofthecriminalconspiracy.

Amarnath flash flood rescue ops
resume, J&K L-G visits base camp
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY10

RESCUE EFFORTS to track
Amarnath pilgrims whowent
missingaftertheflashfloodslast
week resumed Sunday after-
noon,afterbadweatherdelayed
theoperations in themorning.
J&KLtGovernorManojSinha

visitedthebasecampatPahalgam
in southKashmir tomonitor the
rescueandreliefoperations.
Anofficial release said that Lt

GovernorSinhareviewedtheres-
cueoperationsduringameeting
with theofficials at theNunwan

base camp in Pahalgam. “The Lt
Governorwas briefed about the
rescue and relief operations, de-
brisclearance,deploymentofma-
chineryandmanpower,”theoffi-
cial release said. It said the Lt
Governorwill stay overnight at
Pahalgamtomonitortheefforts.
A Defence spokesman said

therescueoperationscouldbere-
sumedonlyafter2pmbecauseof
badweatherinthemorning.The
Armyflew43missionsonSunday
and picked up 34 injured, the
spokespersonsaid.

KERALA

IACVikrant
completesits
fourthseatrial
Kochi:Thefourthphaseofsea
trials of the Indigenous
Aircraft Carrier Vikrantwas
successfully completed on
Sunday, the Navy said. IAC
Vikrant,whichlefttheCochin
ShipyardonJuly2,undertook
integratedtrialsofmostofthe
equipment and systemson-
board. “The ship’s delivery is
being targeted at the endof
July22,followedbycommis-
sioningof the ship inAugust
22...,”theNavysaid. PTI

CHHATTISGARH

Deniedalcohol,
threemenshoot
coupledead
Jashpur: A couple in
Chhattisgarh’sJashpurdistrict
were shot dead by three
unidentifiedpersons,whoal-
legedlyopened fire after be-
ingdeniedalcohol,apoliceof-
ficialsaidSunday.Theincident
took place in Gaimunda
NavaparavillageSaturday,the
official said. “Threeunidenti-
fiedpersonsreachedthecou-
ple’s residence latenightand
demandedalcohol.Whenthe
couple, SandeepPanna and
Droupadi,refused,theywere
shotdead,”hesaid. PTI

DELHI

Apexcourttohear
VaravaraRao’s
bailpleatoday
New Delhi: The Supreme
Courtisscheduledtohearon
MondayapleafiledbyTelugu
poet and an accused in the
Bhima Koregaon-Elgar
Parishadcase,PVaravaraRao,
challenging aBombayHigh
Court order that rejectedhis
prayerforpermanentmedical
bail in thematter. A three-
judge bench of justicesUU
Lalit, S Ravindra Bhat and
SudhanshuDhulia is likelyto
takeupthematter. PTI

BRIEFLY

OFFERING CONDOLENCES
UttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathwithSamajwadiParty founderMulayamSingh
Yadav inLucknowonSunday,adayafter thedeathofMulayam’swifeSadhnaGupta.She
diedataprivatehospital inGurgaonafteraprolongedillness.Hermortal remainswere
brought toLucknowlateonSaturdaynightandshewas crematedonSunday.PTI

Dehradun:More than40people
including BJP MLA Kishore
Upadhyay,whowere travelling
on a cable car between the
Surkanda Devi temple and
nearby Kaddukhal in
Uttarakhand'sTehriGarhwaldis-
trict,gotstuckforover45minutes
aftertheropewayservicestopped
duetoatechnicalglitch.
“Thewaythetrolleysstopped

midway, and around40-50per-
sonsweresuspendedmid-air,this
shouldbe takenwithutmost se-
riousness.Wecannotput some-
one’slifeindanger.Iwilltalktothe
TourismSecretaryandthoserun-
ning the service.What if a heart
patientorabloodpressurepatient
is suspended?This is amatter of
concern,”Upadhyaysaid.Hesug-
gestedthat thoughthe issuewas
resolved, the ropeway service
shouldbeproperlyexamined.
Later in the day, district au-

thorities confirmed that all the
passengers came out of the ca-
blecar safely.
The ropeway servicewas in-

augurated by Chief Minister
PushkarSinghDhamiinAprilthis
year. Inordertoreachthetemple
of SurkandaDevi, people earlier
had to trek around twokmfrom
Kaddukhaltothetemple. ENS

I-T officers told
me to frame
official, be CM:
businessman

Minor sits with sibling’s body as father looks for transport

AtChhotaUdepur inGujarat
onSunday.Express

MLA among 40
stuck for over
45 minutes after
Uttarakhand
ropeway glitch

TN Governor says ‘Aryan’ and
‘Dravidian’ are geographical terms

TamilNadu
Governor
RNRavi

J&KLtGovernorManojSinha
atNunwanbase.PTI

Environmentminister
BhupenderYadavdefended
therulesafterex-minister
JairamRamesh’scriticism

■Forest(Conservation)
Rules,2022replacesall
earlierrules
■Expertssaymost
contentiouschangeis
relatedtosettlingforest
rightsissues
■Newrulesdonotreferto
anNOCissuedbygram
sabha.Instead,settling
forestrightsnowmandate
ofstategovts
■Undernewrules,project
screeningcommitteeto
lookatrightscases,apart
fromtheForestAdvisory
Committee,whichexperts
sayhasbeenformedto
expeditethediversionof
forestsforprojects

NEWRULESAND
WHATTHEY ENTAIL

Congsaysnewforest rules
dilute tribal rights;Centre
saysaimedatstreamlining

CHHATTISGARH

388 roads shut in Gujarat due to heavy rain

Eight-year-oldGulshan
Jatavwatchedover
two-year-oldRaja’s
bodyafter thetoddler
wasdeclareddeadon
arrivalat theMorena
districthospital.Their
fathercouldnotafford
anambulance.

New Delhi
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SRI LANKA RESTART
Publicangeralsopoints to thewayout:Anewpolitical

leadership isneededtosteerSri Lankaoutofpresent impasse

INSCENESREMINISCENTof theArabSpring,citizensstormedtheresidencesofSri
Lanka’spresident andprimeminister inColomboonSaturday, forcingboth lead-
ers to announce that theywouldquit their respectiveoffices. PresidentGotabaya
Rajapaksa, themain targetof theprotests that erupted inApril over foodand fuel

shortages andhave continued since, promised to resignbyWednesday. The Speaker of
Sri Lanka’s parliament, YapaAbeywardena, is expected to take over as acting president
andprimeminister,andfacilitate,possibly,thesettingupofanationalunitygovernment.
Gotabaya’s resignation could bring down the temperature and help the authorities to
persuade the protestors to return home. Though themarches and sit-ins in Galle Face
andelsewherehavebeenlargelypeaceful,Saturday’sviolenteventssuggestthatthepeo-
ple, battling acute shortage of essentials, includingmilk, baby food, petrol, are on the
edge.Onlyanewleadershipcanwinbackpublictrustingovernmentandsteertheisland
nation’s economyoutof choppywaters.
Gotabaya should have takenmoral responsibility for failing to stem the rot andquit

longago.Instead,hechosetodeflecttheblameontohisministers,shuffletheCabinetand
clingon topower.His choiceof RanilWickremesingheas the replacement forMahinda
Rajapaksa, who resigned as PM inMay after massive protests, failed to yield results.
Wickremesinghe,thoughaseasonedpoliticianwithconsiderableexperienceinmanag-
ing the economy, has lost credibility through his associationwith the Rajapaksas. New
DelhihasbeenhelpingColombowithmoney for foodand fuel, but theworldmust step
inquicklyandforthatit isimportantthatthereisagovernment.SriLankacertainlyneeds
adeepcleanandwhilethisisachancetodothat,anythingthatislikelytocausemorepo-
liticalinstabilityshouldbeeschewed.BothGotabayaandWickremesingheneedtomake
wayforfreshfacessothatthecountrydoesn’tslipintoanarchy,asituationthatSriLanka
experiencedwhentheultra-Left JanathaVimukthiPeramunastagedaviolent insurrec-
tion in the1980s.The international communitymustnotallowSriLankatobecomethe
second failedstate inSouthAsiaafterAfghanistan.
Eventually, Sri Lanka’s salvation lies in parliamentary politics. After all, it is one of

SouthAsia’s oldest democracies,with a patchy record onminority rights and civil free-
doms including free speech but an admirable record in building awelfare state. The
Rajapaksaswerebeneficiariesof apolarisedpolity that thrivedonpromotingapopulist
majoritarian nationalism and in power, focussed on “internal enemies” — first Tamils,
and later,Muslims— insteadof rebuilding thepost-war state through social reconcilia-
tionanddemilitarisationof thepoliticaleconomy.Thatphase inSriLankanpoliticsmay
wellbeover, goingby thesentimentonthestreets. That’s thesilver lining tobuildon.

TAMING THE SCOURGE
Breakthroughincancertherapyoffershope.Policymakersmust
nowensurethatfruitsofresearcharemademoreaccessible

LASTWEEK, THEUniversity of Houston announced that its researchers have
madesignificantimprovementstoanext-generationcancertherapythatkills
tumour cellswhile leavinghealthy tissues intact. The treatment uses geneti-
cally engineered or naturally occurringmicrobes— oncolytic viruses— that

replicate in cancer cells andoverwhelm them. The therapy also strengthens the cancer
patient’s immune system against the tumour. However, this alsomeans that, at times,
theoncolyticvirusescomeupagainstthebody’snaturaldefencesystem.AttheUniversity
ofHouston’sCentre forNuclearReceptorsandCell Signaling, researchersusedgeneed-
itingtocanceloutsuchanimmuneresponse,enablingtheanti-cancermicrobestowork
withalltheirmight.Alongwiththebreakthrough,lastmonth, inanti-rectalcancertreat-
ment,advances intheuseofoncolyticvirusesofferhopethatcanceroustumourscanbe
eliminatedwithout theuseof surgeryordebilitatingchemotherapy.
Cancerhasbeenascourgeof humankind for centuries.Advances inmolecular cell bi-

ologyandgeneticssincethesecondhalfof the20thcenturyhavemadethediseasefarless
intractable. Early tumour detectionwith non-invasive imaging such as CT,MRI and PET
scanshashelpedindiscriminatingbetweenaggressiveandnon-malignanttumours.There
isavaccineforcervicalcancer.Scientistshavetakenimportantstepstounravelthecomplex
linkagesbetweenindividualimmunesystemsandcancerouscells.Researchhasalsounder-
linedconnectionsbetweenthedisease,localenvironments,culturalpractices,andindivid-
ualhabits.Suchfacetsofthediseasecouldhavebeendifficulttomodelorquantifyabouttwo
decadesago.Butadvancesincomputationalmethodsandtheabilitytogenerateandshare
bigdatahavemadeiteasiertoarriveatamoregranularunderstandingof thedisease.
Canceraccountedfornearly10milliondeathsin2020—beforetheworldwasovertaken

bytheCovidpandemic,nearlyoneinsixdeathswascancer-related.Thattwo-thirdsofall
cancerdeathsoccurinlow-andmiddle-incomecountriesindicatesthelimitedreachofthis
state-of-the-art research. Fora largesectionof thosewhocanaccess treatment, thehigh
costs ofmodern-day healthcare oftenmean a devastating financial burden. Even in the
US, a report of a Kaiser Family Foundation-NPR survey released lastweek has revealed
that “two-thirds of adultswith health care debtwhohave had cancer themselves or in
their family have cut spending on food, clothing, or other household basics”. The Covid
pandemichasre-igniteddebatesonmakinghealthcareequitableandreformingpractices
—includingpatentsystems—thatlockoutalargenumberofpeoplefromaccessinghealth-
care. Cancer treatment should be an essential part of such conversations. It’s time the
groundbreakingwork inresearch labsreachespeoplewhosuffer fromthedisease.

Aditi Nayar

Eventson July9point to there-imaginingof a
country, creationof anewcitizen’s identity

TRANSITION AND UNCERTAINTY
AsGSTcompensationends, statesneed tobeprovidedcertaintyof revenues

JULY, AS Amonth in themodern history of
SriLanka,hadadifferentmeaningaltogether
before July 9, 2022. Previously, it brought
backdarkmemoriesofthe1983Julypogrom
against Tamils. However, July 9, 2022, now
appearsasamomentthatmarksanewcivic
beginninginthehistoryof theislandnation.
Imustsayitwasnotanexaggerationtoname
it the republic day of Sri Lanka — asmany
havedoneonsocialmedia.
Asfarastheunbelievablenumberofpeo-

plewhooccupiedthestreetsofColomboare
concerned,it isreasonabletoraisetherecur-
ring question again: Howdid this happen?
Tomyknowledge, answers to this question
wouldinevitablycontainideologicallybiased
perspectives, but the incidents unfolding
sinceMarch2022tell thestory.
Only a small number of urban people,

mainly from themiddle and lower-middle
class, gathered in their localities to silently
protest,againsttheshortageof fuel,gas,milk
powder and power cuts, in general, against
the government formaking their quotidian
livesmiserable.Mostofthetime,theprotests
were self-declaredwith no organisational
structure. People simply gathered at a site
whenarandompersonpostedonsocialme-
diathatheorshewouldstandthereataspe-
cifictime.Thissoonbecameatrend,though
not a verypopular one—people stoppedat
theseprotest sites in solidarityon theirway
back fromwork and vehicles passing by
honkedtoshowtheirsupport.Thenumbers
ofpeople,aswellasdemonstrations,gradu-
ally increased, and on March 31, a silent
protestnearthepresident’sprivateresidence
quicklychangedintoachorusofwildyelling.
Angrycrowdsattemptedtobreakbarricades,
and the clash between riot police and the
people clearly indicated the latter’s frustra-
tion.Theslogansongas, fuelandpowercuts
noticeablyalterednow,notonlytomarkthe
failureof thepresidentandthegovernment
butalsotodemandthatPresidentGotabaya

Rajapaksa“gohome”.Whenthegovernment
invoked a state of emergency in the after-
mathofademonstrationnearthepresident’s
private residence, for the first time in the
country,peopleopenlybreachedthecurfew.
Meanwhile, a social media post calling

for one million people to assemble at
Colombo, Galle Face on April 9, went viral.
Thispavedthewayfortheoccupationofsev-
eral important spaces at the site, including
themaingateof thepresidentialsecretariat.
Gradually, severalmakeshift facilities at the
Galle Face — a community kitchen, toilets
andwashrooms, amedical centre andme-
diacentre,citizens'assembly,library,cinema,
open-airtheatre,artstudio,openmicspaces,
public university, and a children's activity
centre. It was clearly visible that the thou-
sandsofpeoplewhohadgatheredwerenot
the usual participants at political rallies or
protests; they comprised people from all
classes, ethnicandreligiousgroups, gender,
ages(themajoritywereyoung)andlifestyle
categories, but fewrepresentedpolitical in-
stitutionssuchasparties,tradeunionsoror-
ganisations. As a participant in the April 9
demonstrations,Inoticedthatpeople’spolit-
icalaspirationsnowhadevolvedfromcalling
forachange ingovernment todemandinga
changeinthesystem.Althoughtheoccupied
space was named Gotagogama (Gota go
Village), the name of President Gotabaya
nowcarriedavarietyof connotations—the
endof corruption, ethnic and religious har-
mony, abolition of an executive presidency,
andanewdemocraticconstitution. Inshort,
in revolting against the president, the peo-
pleweredemandinganewsocial contract.
OnMay 9, thousands of angry support-

ers of the then prime minister, Mahinda
Rajapaksa, attacked the peaceful protesters
at Gotagogama and burnt a fewmakeshift
facilities.Sincethishappenedinthepresence
of the police and themilitary, it created a
strongwaveof resentment.Laterthatnight,

protestors set on firemany properties that
belongedtotheRajapaksasandpro-govern-
ment politicians. The primeminister was
compelled to resign.
Protesters who occupied the Galle Face

remainedatthesiteorganisingpolitical,cul-
turalandeducationalactivities.Theiractcon-
firmedthatresistancecouldtakeavarietyof
forms.Theoccupiedspacenowfeaturedart
formsoncemarginalisedsuchasalternative
musicandperformanceart.Sincetheyoung
generation played themost important role
inorganising thespaceaswell as theactivi-
tiesatthesite,therewasanunmistakableair
ofnewness.Althoughtheheterogeneousna-
ture of the socio-political views of the pro-
testerscameinthewayof theformationofa
centralisedorganisingcommittee,theyman-
agedtohaveadailyassembly inwhichava-
riety of issueswere discussed— providing
food and water at the protest space, the
healthoftheprotestersaswellascurrentpo-
litical situationand futurepolitical actions.
Thehistoric July 9demonstrationswere

announcedby theGalle Faceprotesters as a
decisiontakenintheassembly.Theydidnot
only announce the date for the demonstra-
tions but also organised a campaign across
the island to invitepeople toGalleFace. The
economic crisis that has spread across the
country indeed played an essential role in
moving people to protest. But the political
aspirations of the people cannot simply be
confined to the return of the old normal
when the shortage of fuel, gas, medicine,
food and power cutswere not an everyday
reality. Political aspirations are extremely
higheven though imagininganewcountry
while it is facingeconomicbankruptcymay
sound somewhat odd. It is apparent, how-
ever, that a new citizen identity, which has
experienced the people’s power in historic
ways,hasemerged.

Thewriter isaSinhalanovelist

THE FIVE-YEAR TRANSITION period after
theadoptionof theGoodsandServicesTax
(GST)onJuly1,2017,cametoanendonJune
30,2022.Withthis, theeraofGSTcompen-
sationthat thestategovernmentswereen-
titled to has ended.Whilemany state gov-
ernmentshaveaskedforthecompensation
period to be extended by a few years, the
actual fallout from the end of this critical
revenue stream for states is unclear. To
tangibly assess the near-term outlook for
state finances,wehavetorelyonthestates’
own estimates for theirmarket borrowing
requirements for the second quarter
of 2022-23.
The indicative calendar of market bor-

rowings by 23 state governments and two
Union territories for the secondquarter has
peggedtheirtotalstatedevelopmentloanis-
suance — the primary source of financing
stategovernmentdeficits—atRs2.1trillion.
Thisprojectedissuanceis29percenthigher
than the same period last year, and at an
eight-quarterhigh.Thishighlevelof issuance
projected by states reflects concerns that
someof themmight rightfullyhave regard-
ingtheuncertaintyof theircashflowsinthe
post-GST compensation era. Of these 23
states,TamilNadu,AndhraPradesh,Haryana,
Punjab andGujarat have indicated large in-
creases in borrowings.Most of these states
haveanabove-averagedependenceonGST
compensation.
However,thestateissuancesthisyear(in

thefirstquarteronlyRs1.1trillionwasraised
by 18 states), will also be impacted by the
changesinitiatedbythecentralgovernment
indetermining thenetborrowing ceilingof

thestategovernments for2022-23.
At the time of communicating to states

their annual borrowing limits for the ongo-
ingyear,weunderstandthat theCentrehad
informed state governments that their off-
budget borrowings for the past two years
(2020-21 and 2021-22)would be adjusted
fromtheirborrowingceiling thisyear. It ap-
pearsthatthecalculationoftheadjustedbor-
rowinglimit requiredthesubmissionofde-
taileddatabythestategovernmentsrelated
to their off-budget borrowings for the last
two fiscal years, followedby a thorough as-
sessmentof thesamebytheCentre.
Despite these changes, Andhra Pradesh,

Maharashtra,HaryanaandPunjabwereable
to raise bonds in the first fewweeks of the
first quarter. However, others such as Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh entered the borrowing fray only in
end-May2022,indicatingperhapsalaterre-
ceipt of their borrowing permission, either
on a full or an ad hoc basis, for the ongoing
year.
On thewhole, though, states appear to

have entered the year with a comfortable
cash flow position. This follows from the
back-ended release of the taxdevolution to
states for 2021-22—nearly half of the full-
yearamountwasreleasedinthefourthquar-
ter. Additionally, the total amountwas also
well above the revised estimate, providing
anunexpectedgaintostates.Thismayhave
allowedthemtotemporarilywithstandthe
changes related to their borrowingpermis-
sion. Subsequently, the release of the GST
compensationgrantofRs869billionforsev-
eralmonths inMay is likely to have further

eased their cash flows.
However, thediscontinuationof theGST

compensationflowswouldaltertherevenue
composition of some states adversely, par-
ticularly thosewith a relatively larger share
of such receipts in their overall revenue
streams.Tooffsetaportionof theassociated
revenue loss, we expect such states to en-
hancetheirborrowingsand/ortoundertake
someexpenditureadjustments inthequar-
tersahead.Anunfortunatesacrificeof capi-
tal expenditure simply can’t be ruled out at
this stage.
We believe that both the government's

taxrevenuesandthetaxdevolutiontostates
budgetedfortheyeararequiteconservative.
Thegrosstaxrevenuesofthecentralgovern-
ment expanded by a robust 29 per cent in
April-May2022.Whilethecessonpetroland
dieselwas reduced towards theendofMay
2022,thisisnotshareablewiththestatesand
therefore does not affect their share of cen-
tral taxes.We assess that the statesmay be
entitledtoasmuchasRs9.3trillionoftaxde-
volution,roughlyRs1.1trillionrelativetothe
2022-23budgetestimate.
If thegovernmentdoesdecidetostep-up

taxdevolutiontothestatesinthenearterm,
insteadof back-ending it aswasdone in the
lastyear, itmayreduce thesizeof statebor-
rowingsinthesecondquarter.Butmoresig-
nificantly,suchrevenuecertainty,despitethe
endof theGST compensation era,may em-
bolden states to ringfence their capital
spending,providingapositiveimpulsetothe
economy.

Thewriter isChiefEconomist, ICRA

The economic crisis that has
spread across the country
indeed played an essential
role in moving people to
protest. But the political
aspirations of the people
cannot simply be confined to
the return of the old normal
when the shortage of fuel,
gas, medicine, food and
power cuts were not an
everyday reality. Political
aspirations are extremely
high even though imagining
a new country while it is
facing economic bankruptcy
may sound somewhat odd.
It is apparent, however, that
a new citizen identity, which
has experienced the people’s
power in historic ways,
has emerged.

Discontinuation of the GST
compensation flows would
alter the revenue
composition of some states
adversely, particularly those
with a relatively larger share
of such receipts in their
overall revenue streams. To
offset a portion of the
associated revenue loss, we
expect such states to enhance
their borrowings and/or to
undertake some expenditure
adjustments in the quarters
ahead. An unfortunate
sacrifice of capital
expenditure simply can’t be
ruled out at this stage.
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The saddestaspectof life is that science
gathersknowledge faster than society

gatherswisdom. — ISAAC ASIMOVTHEEDITORIALPAGE

SINGH VS KHANNA
SUPPORTERSOFZAILSinghandHRKhanna
launched a last-minute war of words in
favourofthetwocontendersinthepresiden-
tial elections that will choose the seventh
presidentof therepublic.TheCongress-Igot
ashotinthearmwiththeofficialannounce-
mentoftheAkali(L)supporttoitscandidate,
ZailSingh.Singhhasbeenassuredofsupport
from a large number of regional parties in
additiontotheCongress(I)’s6.69lakhvotes.
They include theAIDMKandDMK in Tamil
Nadu,allUDPpartners inKeralaexceptper-
haps the Janata (G), and the rulingNational
Conference in JammuandKashmir.

PAN-AM AIR CRASH
APAN-AMERICANWORLD airways jetliner
bulldozedintosuburbanhomesjustminutes
after taking off fromNewOrleans interna-
tional airport in a thunderstorm, killing all
145 people aboard and at least four on the
ground,officialssaid.Itwasthesecond-worst
air disaster in US history. The three-engine
Boeing-727ploughedthroughtwoblocksof
houses,andworkerslabouredintothenight
insearchof additionalvictims.

BEIRUT PEACE TALKS
TALKS ON ARRANGING a withdrawal of

Palestinian guerrillas from Beirut pressed
ahead despite an apparent blow dealt by
Syria inrefusingtoacceptthefighters. Israel
reported a lull in its fighting against
Palestinian guerrillas in the besiegedWest
Beirut as the talks involving the special US
envoy, Philip Habib, and Lebanon govern-
ment leaders got underway. Palestinian
sourcessaidthemainobstaclecontinuedto
be disagreement overwhen a proposed in-
ternational force should arrive and be de-
ployed in Beirut. Lebanese President Elias
Sarkis,PrimeMinisterShafiqAl-Wazzanand
ForeignMinisterFuadButroseheldanother
meeting with Habib at the presidential
palace in thevillageof Baabda.

JULY 11, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

It happened in Colombo

KaushalyaKumarasinghe

Freeze Frame E P Unny
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“Losses from natural hazards are escalating. Reliable early warning systems are
critical for disaster management. Adaptation and mitigation responses should
be socially equitable, scientifically sound and economically efficient.”

—THEKATHMANDUPOSTTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ONJULY1,theSupremeCourtbrokethena-
tion’s silence. That day it dismissed a peti-
tionfiledbyNupurSharma,prayingforclub-
bingall theFIRs registeredagainstherover
hercontroversialremarksontheProphetin
a TV debate, and transferring the same to
thejurisdictionofDelhiPolice.Notonlydid
theSupremeCourtdeclinetograntherany
relief, it alsomade some critical observa-
tions. Although themedia has extensively
reported the observations of the Supreme
Court,inordertogetasenseofhowincensed
andconcernedtheSupremeCourtfeltover
thesituation,particularlythecommunalvi-
olencewhichtookplaceinpartsofthecoun-
try in the aftermath of her comments, the
court'sobservationsmustbereadinthecon-
text inwhichtheyweremade.
TheSupremeCourt isreportedtohave

saidthatNupurSharmaissingle-handedly
responsible for what is happening in the
country even as her counsel submitted
that she facesa security threat.Whenher
counselstatedthatshehadwithdrawnher
comments, and tendered an apology, the
Benchobservedthatsheshouldhaveapol-
ogised to thewhole country and further
observedthattheapologywasconditional
andcame too late.
TheseobservationsoftheCourtmayap-

pear harsh. But can it be denied that
Sharma's comments triggered an interna-
tionalrow,speciallyintheIslamicworld,be-
causeofwhichshewassuspendedfromthe
BJP, andremovedas its spokesperson?Can
itbedeniedthattherewereviolentprotests
inKanpur,Saharanpur,Prayagraj,andinthe
state of UP,where thehouse of a protestor
wasalsobulldozed?
Therecanbenojustificationforthebar-

baric killings of a tailor, Kanhaiya Lal, be-
headed inUdaipur allegedly by two fanat-
ics belonging to theMuslim community,
who cited the insult to the Prophet, and a
chemist,UmeshPrahladraoKolhe,whowas
stabbedtodeathinAmravationJune21,os-
tensibly because of his socialmedia post
supportingSharma.
But the SupremeCourt sought tohigh-

light the grave consequenceswhen com-
munal passions are given a free run, or are
seentoenjoystatepatronage.Theapparent
intentof theCourtwastoputbrakesonthe
motormouthswhofrequentlymakeinflam-
matory statementswhichgive rise tohate,
buildupcommunaltension,causesocialun-
rest.Unfortunately,soonaftertheSupreme
Court’sobservations,thetrollarmysupport-
ingSharmastartedtrollingthejudges,par-
ticularlyJusticeSuryaKant,whoreportedly
didmost of the talking. Thewords spoken
by the judgewere twisted to build a false

narrativeagainsthim,asifhewasjustifying
thekillinginUdaipur.
Incidentally, the troll armyhasnoprob-

lemwith theorderof anotherbenchof the
SupremeCourt,whichwhile accepting the
SITreportrelatingtothe2002Gujaratriots,
hasmade observations to the effect that
somepeople“keepthepotboiling,obviously,
for ulterior design”, and “all those involved
in such abuse of process need to be in the
dock, and proceededwith in accordance
with law.”While theCourtwaswellwithin
its rights toacceptorreject theSITreport, it
exceeded its remitwhen itmadeobserva-
tionswhichamounttoshootingthemessen-
ger. The troll army rejoicedwhenpursuant
to the aforesaiddirections, Teesta Setalvad
wasarrestedtheverynextdayof theorder.
WhenNupurSharmaisindictedbythesame
SupremeCourt,however, ithasproblems.
TheSupremeCourtalsoturnedtheheat

onDelhiPolice. ItreportedlysaidthatDelhi
Policemusthave laid a “redcarpet” forher
(NupurSharma),andthatwhenshemakes
acomplaintthepersonisarrested,buteven
when there is an FIR against her, she is not
touchedwhichspeaksof theclout thatshe
enjoys. The SupremeCourtwas fully justi-
fiedinmakingthisobservationagainstDelhi
Police. Themanner inwhich it is conduct-
ing its investigation inSharma’s casebears
testimonytothis.
TheFIRagainstNupurSharmawasreg-

isteredinDelhionJune8.Sincethen,except
forrecordingherstatementonJune18, the
case has not proceeded any further. It ap-
pears tohavebeenputon thebackburner.
Contrast this with the latest case of
MohammedZubair,co-founderofAltNews,
whowasarrestedforatweetbyhimwhich
pertainedtotheyear2018apparentlyshow-
inganimageofahotelsignboardrepainted
from “HoneymoonHotel” to “Hanuman
Hotel”. It was not without reason that
Sharmahad asked for the transfer of FIRs
against her toDelhi— it is believed to be a
safehavenforpersonslikeherwho,regard-
less of the gravity of the offence alleged to
havebeencommitted,havenothingtofear
whilethosewhoare ideologicallyopposed
to the present dispensation are arrested at
thedropofahat.
Given the selectivitywithwhichDelhi

Police has been arresting or not arresting
the accused, specially in caseswith politi-
cal or ideological overtones, it is no longer
enough tomerely castigate thepolice. The
roleof thejudiciary isnotonlytointerpret,
butalsotoapplythelaw,andtoprevent its
mutilation. Hence, the Supreme Court
needs to bemore proactive in ensuring
even-handedapplicationof lawbythepo-
lice.TheSupremeCourtalsoneedstoreinin
TVchannelsthatinthenameofprime-time
news, spew venom against a particular
communityorareligiousgroup.
For now, the observationsmadeby the

SupremeCourtpromiseanewandbrighter
dawn.

Thewriter isaformerjudge
oftheDelhiHighCourt

I’veknownrivers
Ancient,duskyrivers

NIGHT WAS FALLING on the skyline of
Silchar.ThemightyBarakhadbythenmade
itsdetourthroughthesecond-largesturban
conglomeration of Assam. Turbid waters
weregushingthroughthebreachedportion
ofanimportantembankment.Three-fourths
of the 27 square-kilometre landmass that
makes Silchar had been completely sub-
merged. The Barakwas flowingwith gusto
atmore than 1.5meters above the danger
level.Andwaterswererisingthickandfastto
make things evenmore horrific in the en-
gulfingdoomanddespair.
Intheheartof thetown,euphemistically

knownasthe“posh”enclave,wherethereal
estatepricesareperhapssomeofthehighest
in the country, 18 families including ours
werehuddled ina five-storeyhousing com-
plex toseebeforeourdisbelievingeyeshow
ravaging the river could be. But the day
started on an otherwise normal note for us,
even as reports of waters sneaking into the
low-lyingareasofthetownhadbeenpouring
insincethepreviousevening.Therewerein-
cessant rains over the past few days. Old-
timersofthetownweretryingtorecallif they
had ever experienced downpours of such
lethal intensity intheBarakValley.
Weather offices confirmed that Assam

andMeghalaya had by then recorded the
highest June rainfall in 121 yearswith 858.1
mm,breakingtheearlierrecordof789.5mm
in1966.Not tomiss thematterof fact statis-
tics, flash floodhad lashedSilchar in1966as
well.Toputthingsinperspective,thegovern-
mentinitiativetobuildembankmentsalong
theBaraktosaveSilcharfromfrequentfloods
was first seen in theaftermathof thedevas-
tating inundation of 1966. Various dykes
alongthetown-sideofthecourseoftheriver
continuedtobeconstructedinintervalsfrom
theSixties till theEighties.
TheentireBarakValleyingeneralandits

headquarters,Silchar,havealwaysbeenvul-
nerable to recurring floodsdue to theBarak
goinginspateresultingfromheavyrainsup-
stream, aroundManipur andMizoram. The
recordedhistoryprovidesinformationonthe
mammoth flooding in 1916, 1929, 1966,
1985, 1986, 1989, 1990, 1991 and 2004. On
otheroccasionstoo,theValleywentthrough
minor floods. Partial accounts of thedeluge
of 1929areavailable in two important indi-
vidual memoirs. Both from the Silcharer
Kadcha (Silchar Diary) by Kaliprasanna
Bhattacharjee (ed. Amitabha Dev
Choudhury,2008)anda reporton thegreat
floods of 1929by SundariMohanDas, pub-
lished in the renowned Bengali periodical
from the then Calcutta, Prabasi, edited by
RamanandaChatterjeeinthesameyear,we
come to knowof the degree of devastation
caused by the river systems of the Barak-
Surma twin Valley. The similarity between
the two great floods, separated by seven-
years-less-than-a-century,mainlyliesinthe
fact that both the Surma and the Kushiyara
rivers in Sylhetwere equally in spate as the
Barak. Also, both the natural disasters hap-
pened in June. Some archival photographs
reproducedinthememoirsbyBhattacharjee
alongwith his narration tell us howwaters
wereflowingatthefirst-storeyheightalong
theCentralRoadofSilchar.Thereareghastly
storiesofcorpsesfloatingonthewater.There
wasdeath,squaloranddevastationallalong.

Thatwas1929.Thatwas IndiaunderBritish
rule. Thatwas the timewhentheBarakhad
nodykes tostopsurgingwaters.
But more than nine decades on, in the

thirdweekof June2022,we,theresidentsof
amiddle-class housing society, were expe-
riencingachilldownthespinewhenwaters
were inching up, one after another of the
staircase leading up to the first floor of the
building. The ground floor of our housing
complex, Sukumari Apartment, a 15-year-
oldbuilding located in the lane that ends at
the south Assam headquarters of the in-
domitable Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
was already submerged.Maraudingwaters
hadfilledtheliftshaftofthebuildingandfive
stepsof the staircasewentunder thewater.
Thecentralpowerpanelof thehousingsoci-
etywasjustfourinchesabovethewaterlevel.
Thewhole area had plunged into darkness
as the APDCL office had disconnected sup-
ply fearingshort circuits.
Thatwas the beginning of the travail for

survival for us, like at least four lakh other
Silcharites.Thetown,whichstartedmunici-
pal administration as far back as 1882, and
whichwas recently declared as amunicipal
corporation by the Government of Assam,
sawthefuryofnatureatitsworst.Thepeople
of thetownwereyettorecoverfromthefear
andlossesinflictedbythefirstroundoffloods
justamonthback.Communicationandcon-
nectivity systemswent haywire. TheMay
floodsfromtorrentialrainsandtheresultant
heavy landslides in theDimaHasao district
hadalreadythrownlifeoutofgear.Railcom-
munication in the Lumding-Badarpur sec-
tion of the North East Frontier Railway re-
mained snapped since theMaymayhem.
Severelandslidesonthenationalhighwayin
Meghalaya closed the surface transport as
well.When the Valleywas under siege and
itshaplessdwellers inabeleagueredspot, in
camethesecondroundof floods.
Thestockofwaterintheoverheadtankof

ourbuildingwasfastdepleting.Inverterbat-
terieswere being dried in the flats. Mobile
towerswere notworking. Internet connec-
tivitygotabeatingastherewasnopowerto
supply electricity to themodems. Themid-
dle-class has long forgotten the use of
lanternsandcandles.Kerosene isnomorea

lightingfuel.NightsinthemaroonedSilchar
were getting asphyxiating. With the sky
loadedwithdarkandheavycloudsoverhead,
themeteorological department forecasting
morerainsandbabblingwatersunderneath,
wewere hearing stories about people get-
ting drowned. With an uncanny resem-
blancetotheanecdotesof1929,wesawthe
visuals of abandoned dead bodies looking
forapieceof dry land.
Thegovernmentmachinerygotactivated

tolookforthe“miscreants”whohaddugthe
dyke. A credible segment of the localmedia
reported that a canal had been cut through
theembankmentonMay22,intheaftermath
of the first roundof floods to allow the stag-
nantwaters in theMahisha Beel (a natural
reservoirwherethetowncanalsoffloadtheir
water flowback to the river as therewas no
sluice gate to do so). That the locals had
breachedthedykewasnostatesecret. Itwas
already in the public domain and the line
agencieswereverymuchintheloop.Thegood
20-odddays in the interregnumcouldeasily
beusedtorefillthecanalandmendthedyke.
Butthatwasnottobe.Thosewhopiercedthe
protectionofthetownandthosewhoalmost
oversawthedeedwereequallyconvincedthat
the problem of regular inundation of the
catchmentareahadasolution.Therulingpo-
litical class in the district knewof the devel-
opment. And none of them, it appears, had
anyideaastowhatwasinstoreforSilchar.But
thedisasterwas a “manmadeone”, theybe-
gantosay,whenthedelugeset in.
Thenameof anotherwise obscure loca-

tion — “Bethukandi” where the dyke had
beenbreached—suddenlybecameaglobal
cynosureas thepeoplewhodidthedamage
tothedykeandthemajorityofthetownsfolk
swept by the floods belong to two different
communities. Floodwaterswill recede, life
willrebootlossesandpainswillremainmere
accountsintheannalsofhistory.Butelections
will surely arrive. And, unfortunately, they
will usher in a new tagline — flood jihad.
Hopefully, the state that failed to guard the
riverwill succeed insavingthesocial fabric.

Thewriter isassociateprofessorandhead
ofeconomics inCacharCollegeunderAssam

University,Silchar

The work
of justice

SERVICE CHARGES
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Service
charge: Collectors told to act against
eateries’ (IE, July10).Servicechargesare
alwaysmentionedonthemenu,indicat-
ingtheimpliedconsentoftheconsumer.
They areusedby restaurants topay the
staff. It is a transparent,worker-friendly
policythathasbeenrecognisedbymany
judicial orders. The government earns
revenue fromthe charge in the formof
taxes. So, the CCPA’s direction to act
againsteateriesseemstobeimprudent.

SSPaul,Chakdaha

A DEAR FRIEND
THISREFERSTO the editorial, ‘Lead like
Abe’(IE,July9).Shockingwouldbeanun-
derstatement to describe ShinzoAbe’s
assassination.Politicalviolenceisrarein
Japan.Abe’s tenurewasmarkedby two
significant features. First, hewasable to
seetheimplicationsofChina’saggressive
foreignpolicy. Hewas an advocate of a
freeandopenIndo-Pacificregionandwas
the key force behind the formation of
Quad. Second, duringhis tenure, India-
Japan relations deepened further. Abe
and PMModi's personal rapport only
helpedmatter. The fact that India is de-
velopingabullettrainprojecttodayis in
hugepart, thankstoAbe.Hewasagreat
friendof India.

BalGovind,Noida

THISREFERSTO the editorial, ‘Lead like
Abe’ (IE, July9).Thegrimtrendof assas-
sinations has been globally pacing for
somedecadesnow.Italludestothesoar-
ingintoleranceinsocietyandthemistrust
betweenpeoplewithdifferent bents of
mind.Mostofthegreatleaderswhohave

been assassinated shared one thing in
common—thewill topushthroughthe
sociopolitical inertia of theday. Bhagat
Singhonce said, “Theymaykillme, but
theycannotkillmyideas.”Itwouldbode
well for us to remember that conversa-
tionistheonlywaytoanyresolution.

VinaySaroha,NewDelhi

THE REAL TEST
THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Whoseparty
isit,anyway?’(IE,July9).Therecentsplit
of the Shiv Sena into twogroups ledby
UddhavThackery andEknath Shinde is
peculiar.Which factionof theerstwhile
partyadherestotheidealsandobjectives
of its founder, Bal Thackerymustbe the
parameter for answering the author’s
question.Onthisscore,thegroupheaded
by Eknath Shinde seems tohave taken
the leadoverUddhavThackerywho, in
the eyes of a lot of their voters, had for-
sakenthepartyidealsin2019.

RaviMathur,Noida

DAILY STRUGGLES
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Howmuch
dopeople care’ (IE, July10). Themiddle
classhasalwaysbeenat thehelmof af-
fairs in our country. However, in recent
times, it seemsthat theyhaveretreated
and areweighed downby unemploy-
ment and inflation. How to feed and
house oneself will always be themost
important question. The Indianmiddle
class is busy trying to stay afloat. Sadly,
they have no time to engagewith na-
tional affairs or initiate any societal
change.Economicinsecurityneedstobe
addressedif changeistofollow.

DevendraAwasthi,Lucknow

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

PANDITJILOOKEDVERYworried.Hiseyeswere
searching thedense foliagewhich overhung
thehighwallandhewasmakingsoundswhich
onenormallymakestosummonananimal.In
theend,hejustgaveupandwentbackhome.
Another effort to locate the cat he had been
feedingdailyformonthshadfailed.
The cat had been coming every day at

around6:30pmandwaitingataspecificspot
onthewallforPanditjitocomewiththefood.
Panditji would leave the food and the cat
wouldcomedown,eatandleave.Butnowfor
several days, the cat was not coming and
Panditjiwasdistraught.Hefearedthatarogue
dogthathadrecentlybeenseenintheneigh-
bourhoodhadkilledit.
Panditji is aman ofmodestmeanswho

makeshis living fromofficiating atweddings
andfuneralsandotherceremonies.Andyet,for
thecat,heensuresthatthereisalwaysbranded
cat food.Thereason,ashetoldme, is thatcats
arenon-vegetariansandsoneedtheirquotaof
meat. He is obviously a strict vegetarian and
thustoensurethatthecatgetsabalancedmeal,
hebuysabigbagofcatfood.
A lotof people inmyneighbourhood feed

stray dogs andmanymore feed stray cows.

Normallytheanimalsaregiventheextracha-
pattiswhich are left over from the previous
mealandhencetheseactsofkindnessseemto
incurverylittlecost.ButinthecaseofPanditji,
the bagof expensive cat food is obviously an
expensewhichmustbestretchinghismodest
income.Andyethedoesit.
AnotherpersonwhomIregularlyseedur-

ingmyeveningwalkisawomanwhodistrib-
utes sweets to small children of the people
working at construc-
tion sites. She goes
every evening to the
market, buys a large
numberoftoffeesand
hard-boiled sweets and then goes fromone
constructionsitetoanotherintheneighbour-
hood togive these to thechildren. The joyous
facesofthechildrenontheconstructionsiteon
getting thetwotoffees ispossibly theonlyre-
ward the ladywishes for. Unlike Panditji, the
ladydoesnotappeartobelackinginmeansto
afford this small expense. But come rain or
shine,shemakesthistripeveryevening.
Whyisitthatsomepeoplegothroughsuch

troubletodotheseactswhichcanonlybede-
scribedasactsofkindnesstostrangers?What

couldpossiblybethemotivationforpeopleto
performtheseactsatsomecosttothemselves?
Religion provides onemotivation. It pro-

videsarobustframeworkforethicalbehaviour
whenitcomestofellowhumansandinsome
cases, to all living beings. All religions have
stressed the importance of helping others in
need—whetheritisthefeedingofthehungry
outsideatemple,orhospitalsrunbythechurch
or themandatory zakat prescribedby Islam.

Thus formost believ-
ers, gaining religious
merit is motivation
enough.However,itis
not as if they do a

mental calculationofmerits—a certain kind
ofbehaviourbecomesawayof lifeandcomes
naturally fromyears of internalising theethi-
calframeworkprovidedbytheirreligion.
Thoseofuswhoconsiderourselvesasbe-

longingtotheagnosticoratheistcampdonot
subscribe to this ethical calculus. And so, not
forusthesimplejoyofdoingsomethingwhich
will at least bring temporary relief or joy to
thoseinneed.Wewouldratherwaxeloquent
onthegrandnarrativeof systemic failure, the
political economyof capitalismand its atten-

dant inequalities, or the organised beggar
mafia. And then somehave convinced them-
selvesof acontortedversionof thesurvivalof
thefittest:Theunfortunateonesaresimplynot
goodenoughandsodeservetheirlotorworse,
areindolent.
Ofcourse,oursocietyishighlyunequaland

noamountof,whatisdisparaginglycalleddo-
gooding,willbringaboutanysignificantstruc-
turalchange.Butdoesthatmeanthatonedoes-
n’tdosmallactswhichcanbringalittlejoy,no
matterhowfleetingly, tothosewhoarenotas
fortunateasus?
Thenoneevening I sawPanditji standing

nearthewallandpleadingwiththecattocome
down and eat. The cat had returned but for
somereasonwashesitanttocomedownfrom
hersafepercheventoeat.Panditjitriedtocon-
vincethecatforsometimeandthenfinallyjust
left the foodandwent away.Moments later I
sawthecatcomedownandpolishoffthefood.
Acrosstheroadattheconstructionsitethough,
the childrenwere stillwaiting since the lady
withthegoodieswaslate.

Thewriterisprofessorofphysicsand
astrophysics,UniversityofDelhi

The importance of do-gooding

Diary from a deluge
Therewas fearandhorroras theworst floods innearlyacenturyhitSilchar,Assam.

Evenas the floodwaters recede,anotherspectre looms

Regardlessofmotivations,smallactsofkindnessbringjoy,if fleetingly

ShobhitMahajan

Rekha Sharma

WhytheSupremeCourt’sobservations
onNupurSharma,DelhiPolicepromise

anewandbrighterdawn

CR Sasikumar

The stock of water in the
overhead tank of our building
was fast depleting. Inverters
batteries were being dried in
the flats. Mobile towers were
not working. Internet
connectivity got a beating as
there was no power to supply
electricity to the modems.
The middle-class has long
forgotten the use of lanterns
and candles. Kerosene is no
more a lighting fuel. Nights in
the marooned Silchar were
getting asphyxiating. With
the sky loaded with dark and
heavy clouds overhead, the
meteorological department
forecasting more rains and
babbling waters underneath,
we were hearing stories about
people getting drowned.

Joydeep Biswas

INGOOD FAITH
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WORLD’S BIGGEST GAMBLING HUB

COVID: MACAU SHUTSCASINOS
The region will shut almost all commercial and industrial busi-
nesses including its casinos for one week from Monday, as au-
thorities race to curb a surge of Covid-19 infections.

UNITEDSTATES

Bidensaysrights
onagendaof
Saudivisit
USPRESIDENT Joe Biden
onSaturdaydefendedhis
decisiontotraveltoSaudi
Arabia saying human
rights would be on his
agenda as he gave a pre-
viewofatriponwhichhe
aimstoresettieswiththe
crown prince, who he
previouslydenouncedas
a pariah. In a commen-
tary published in the
Washington Post late on
Saturday, Biden said his
aimwas to reorient and
notrupturerelationswith
acountry thathasbeena
US strategic partner for
80years. REUTERS

JoeBidensayshis
viewsonhuman
rightsareclearand
long-standing. File

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

NEPAL

China’sruling
party leader
meetsminister
CHINAISkeentoimprove
its relationshipwith India
asitwillguarantee“anAsia
freefromoutsideinterfer-
ence”. Themessage, The
Indian Expresshas learnt,
was conveyedbya leader
of the ruling Communist
Party of China, Liu
Jianchao,duringhismeet-
ingwithNepaleseForeign
MinisterNarayanKhadka
Sunday. Liu also flagged
theroleoftheUSin Nepal,
in particular the Nepal
Parliament'sratificationof
the $500million grant as
part of the Millennium
Challenge Corporation
deal.HealsoraidedNepal's
condemnation of Russia
overUkraine.Sourcessaid
Khadka assured Liu that
Nepal’s dealingswith the
USwerenot relatedtose-
curity—and “in noway”
directedagainstChina.
-YUBARAJGHIMIRE

THEKOREAS

Seouldetects
shots‘launched
byPyongyang’
SOUTHKOREA'Smilitary
said onSunday it hadde-
tected the trajectories of
whatappearedtobeshots
firedbyNorthKorea,pos-
siblyfrommultiplerocket
launchers. South Korea's
Joint Chief of Staff an-
nounced the shotswere
detected after 6 pm and
that the military had
strengthenedsurveillance
and alert levels. North
Koreaoftentest-firesMLRs
duringmilitarydrills, and
inrecentyearshasalsode-
veloped largerversionsof
suchrockets.Smallerrock-
etsandmissilesareseenas
key to North’s plans for
striking targets in the
eventofconflict.REUTERS

WAYNEPARRY
ATLANTICCITY, JULY10

THE LOUVRE, TheMuseum of
ModernArtand...theHardRock?
Hoping to expand their ap-

pealbeyondtheslotmachineand
buffet crowd, some casinos are
turningtofineartgalleriesorex-
hibitionstobringinnewbusiness
fromcustomerswhomight not
otherwisevisitagamblinghall.
In theprocess, theyarehelp-

ing not only broaden their own
customerbases,butarealsoput-

tingneweyeballsinfrontofsome
of theworld’sgreatworksofart.
One such effort began Friday

atAtlanticCity’sHardRockcasino,
where the highly acclaimed
“Beyond Van Gogh: The
Immersive Experience” exhibit
opened.The30,000-square-foot
display uses over 300 of Van
Gogh’sworks,reproducingthem
digitally and projecting them
ontoscreens,wallsandfloors.
“Thewholepointofanexperi-

encelikethisistobringpeoplein,”
saidFannyCurtat,theexhibit’sart
historian.“Foralotofpeople,mu-

seums are intimidating. It’s all
aboutexploringandhavingmore
waysofexperiencingart.”
Joe Lupo, the casino’s presi-

dent,saidcasinosneedtoappeal
to as broad a range of potential
customersaspossible.
“Youneedtotrydifferentex-

periential things to help the city
acquire newvisitation,whether
it’s art or someother experience
toacquirethatpersonwhodoes-
n’t look at Atlantic City as just a
gamingdestination,”hesaid.“The
VanGogh exhibit has been suc-
cessful in everymajormarket in

the country, and Atlantic City
needs to be looked at as one of
thosemajormarkets.Ithinkitel-
evates the city and the property
withsuchahigh-profileexhibit.”
The walk-through exhibit

projectsVanGogh’sartworkonto
thewalls and floor of a viewing
room,with images growing and
flowingintooneanother:cherry
trees, for example, sprout and
growblossoms, that then blow
away in thebreeze. Shimmering
walls of color dissolve and flow
intoother shapes and images all
aroundtheviewer.

Other casinos are doing like-
wise.TheBellagioGalleryofFine
Art in Las Vegas has displayed
worksbyPicasso,Monet,Warhol,
TitianandVanGogh.
ThePalmsCasinoResort fea-

tures modern art pieces from
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Richard
PrinceandAndyWarhol,andnu-
merousstreetartists.
The Hippodrome Casino in

Londonin2013appointedadig-
italartist inresidence,ThomasD
Gray,andoffersacompetitionfor
UKartiststohavetheirworksdis-
playedthere.

Placingfineartincasinosben-
efits not only the gamblinghalls
by appealing to newcustomers,
accordingtoCurtat,theVanGogh
exhibit historian. She said it also
helpscreatenewart lovers.
“Itmightseemlikeanunlikely

pairing,butifanybodygetsoutof
this a feeling that they have this
connection with Van Gogh,
maybe thenext time they are in
New York they’ll want to go to
(TheMuseumofModernArt)and
seetheactual‘StarryNight’onthe
museumwall,”Curtatsaid.“That
willbeawin.” AP

A‘BeyondVanGogh’exhibitatacasino inAtlanticCity.AP

NEW VIEWERS FOR WORLD’S GREAT ART PIECES

Beyond buffets, slot machines: Casinos double down on work of fine art

THREEARRESTEDFORARSONATPM’SHOUSE,CID TAKESOVERPROBE

Leaders tomeet
todaytodiscuss
conveningof
theHouse for
power transition

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,JULY10

SRI LANKA’Smain Opposition
partiesonSundayagreedtoform
anall-partyinterimgovernment
aftertheanticipatedresignation
ofPresidentGotabayaRajapaksa
onWednesday, following un-
precedented political turmoil
that forced him and Prime
Minister RanilWickremesinghe
to offer their resignations over
themishandling of the nation's
cripplingeconomiccrisis.
Oppositionpartiesheldtalks

to seekways to steer the coun-
try forward in the current un-
precedentedeconomiccrisisaf-
terRajapaksa’s resignation.
“We agreed in principle to

formagovernmentofunitywith
allpartiesparticipationforanin-
terim period,” WimalWeera-
wansa of the ruling Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna party's
breakawaygroupsaid.“Thiswill
be a governmentwhere all par-
tiesare represented,"hesaid.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, an-

other leader of the SLPP break-
away group said they need not
wait forRajapaksa's resignation
on July13.
The leaders of political par-

ties represented in Parliament
are to meet on Monday after-
noontodiscusstheconveningof
the House for the transition of
power foranewgovernment.
UndertheConstitution,when

Gotabayaresigns,theincumbent
PMwouldautomaticallygetap-
pointed as the acting president
until Parliament votes and ap-
point a successor to the presi-
dent.Theresignationofboththe
president and PMwouldmean
Speaker Abeywardena would
becometheactingpresident.
Meanwhile, the Criminal

Investigations Department on
Sunday tookover the investiga-
tion into the arson attack at
Wickremesinghe's private resi-
dence,hoursafterthreepersons
werearrestedforcausingexten-
sivedestructiontotheproperty.
Chief of Defence Staff

General Shavendra Silva on
Sundaycalledonall Sri Lankans
tosupportthearmedforcesand
thepolice tomaintainpeace.

South Africa: 19 dead in
‘random’ bar shootings
Johannesburg:Gunmenkilled19
people in two apparently ran-
dom shootingswithin hours of
each other at taverns in South
Africa,policesaidonSunday,re-
inforcingthecountry’sbleaksta-
tusasaglobalcentreformurder.
Attackers armedwith rifles

and pistols opened fire in the
OrlandoEastbarinthetownship
of Soweto in the early hours of
Sunday, killing 15 people and
woundingnine,police said.
“You can see by theway the

bullet cartridges are cast around
thattheywerejustshootingran-
domly,”saidEliasMawela,police
commissioner,Gautengprovince.

BarwaiterThobaniMhlabiso
said he hid behind the fridge to
survive the onslaught. “There
wasbloodeverywhere,”hesaid.
Policeconfirmedasecondap-

parentlyrandomshootinghours
earlier, at around 8:30 p.m. on
Saturday, in a tavern in
Pietermaritzburg,500kmsouth-
east of Soweto, which saw four
peoplekilledandeightwounded.
Officers said theydidnot be-

lieve the two shootings were
linked.Thekillersfrombothinci-
dentsareontherun,accordingto
police,who said itwas not clear
how many attackers were in-
volvedintheshootings.REUTERS

NYT&REUTERS
COLOMBO,JULY10

THEY DID flips into the pool.
Theyloungedoncanopiedbeds.
And,onwide-screentelevisions,
theywatched cricket and news
footage of their fellow protest-
ers, who had massed in Sri
Lanka’s capital and joined them
instormingthepresidentialres-
idenceandsecretariat.
The scenes in Colombo of-

fered raremoments of levity, as
demonstratorswho literallyoc-
cupied the seats of executive
powertookamomenttoappre-
ciate the luxuries.
In the official residence of

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
whohadfledtoanunknownlo-
cation on Saturday, the protest-
ersswamintheclearbluewater
ofanoutdoorpool,whileothers
crowded around the edges.
Some found a gym,where they
watchedasonemandidcurlson
a bench. Others rested on the
grass of well-manicured gar-
dens.

On Sunday, demonstrators
continued to crowd onto stair-
waysandsnapselfies inthevast
foyersof the residence.
A fewpeople cookedcurries

and snacks for the protesters,
while others showered in the
bathrooms or posed for photos
atdesks.
One of them, 61-year-old

handkerchief seller BM
Chandrawathi,accompaniedby
herdaughterandgrandchildren,
said,“I'veneverseenaplacelike
this inmy life”.
“They enjoyed super luxury

while we suffered. We were
hoodwinked. I wantedmy kids
and grandkids to see the luxuri-
ouslifestylestheywereenjoying.”

Gotabaya set to quit, Sri LankanOpp
agrees to formall-party interimgovt

Peoplepaycondolenceat theTokyoresidenceof former
JapanesePMShinzoAbeonSunday.AP

Policeofficersat theentranceof thePresident'sofficial residence inColomboonSunday.AP

MOTOKORICH
TOKYO, JULY10

TWODAYS after Japan’s former
PMShinzoAbewasgunneddown
at a campaign stoponFriday, his
LiberalDemocratic Party and its
alliesswepttovictory inaparlia-
mentaryelectionthatgavethem
a chance to pursue Abe’s long-
heldambitionof revising Japan’s
pacifistConstitution.
It was the clearest sign that

Abe,Japan’slongest-servingPM,
remained a guiding political
force. “I have the responsibility
to take over the ideas of former
PrimeMinisterAbe,”thecurrent
primeminister, Fumio Kishida,
told a crowdwest of Tokyo on
Saturday, the day after Abe’s
killing, as he campaigned for
their party’s candidates for the
UpperHouseof Parliament.
TheLDPanditscoalitionpart-

ners gained enough seats in
Sunday’s election to forma cru-
cial two-thirds supermajority.
Theycannowamendaclause in
the Constitution, imposed by
postwarAmericanoccupiers,that
renounceswar. That long-held
goal would open the door for

Japantobecomeamilitarypower,
capableofglobal leadership.
Abe’sdeathappearedtohave

helped increase voter turnout
slightly, to over 52 percent, up
fromabout49percent.
As returns rolled in, Kishida

said he hoped to “gain people’s
understanding”and“deepenthe
discussion” about the party’s
proposal for revising the
Constitution.
Evenwiththesupermajority,

much stands in the way of the
plan—not least that it has long
been unpopular with the
Japanesepublic.Andwith infla-
tionpressuresmounting,theyen
weakening and coronavirus in-
fectionsagainontherise,chang-
ing the Constitution could be a
harder sell thanever.
Also, though unshackling

Japan’smilitarywasacherished
goalofAbe,withouthim,thewill
to push through a difficult par-
liamentaryprocesscouldwane.
“Nowthathe isgone, there is

no clear leader among the LDP
seniormemberswhowill push
through the constitutional revi-
sion,”saidHiroshiNakanishi,pro-
fessor of politics at Kyoto
University. NYT

MATTHEWLEEAP
BANGKOK, JULY10

THE BIDEN administration
movedSundaytostrengthenties
with key Southeast Asian ally
Thailand as it pressed ahead
with efforts to counter China’s
relentless push for influence in
the region.
US Secretary of StateAntony

Blinken signed two cooperation
agreementswith his Thai coun-
terpart,pledgingtoexpandstrate-
gic cooperationand improve the
resilienceofsupplychains.
Althoughmodest, the deals

fit into the administration’s
broader strategy for the Indo-
Pacific,which isaimedatblunt-
ingChina’sincreasingassertive-
nessandofferingalternativesto
Beijing-sponsoreddevelopment
thatmanyUSofficials regard as
atrapforsmaller,poorernations.
Blinken did not mention

Chinabynameinhiscomments
withThaiPrimeMinisterPrayuth
Chan-ocha or ForeignMinister
DonPramudwinaibutaftersign-
ing the deals said the US and
Thailand“sharethesamegoalof

afree,open,interconnectedpros-
perous,resilientandsecureIndo-
Pacific.” American officials use
that phrase often to refer to the
prevention of Chinese domi-
nance intheregion.
Thailand is already amem-

berofPresidentJoeBiden'sIndo-
Pacific Economic Forum, a bloc
thatwascreatedearlierthisyear
withtheaimofcurbingthemo-
mentum of China's Belt and
Road Initiative
.BlinkenwenttoBangkokaf-

ter attending an international
conference in Indonesia, where
he also raised concerns about
China’sincreasingassertiveness,
aswellasitsbackingforRussia’s
war inUkraine. AP

AntonyBlinkenwithChina’s
WangYi inBali, Saturday.AP

US eyes moves to
counter Beijing
in Southeast Asia

17.85 mn rupees
‘found inside
President house’

Demonstratorseatbreakfastat thePresidentialSecretariat
premisesonSunday.Reuters

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,JULY10

THE ANTI-GOVERNMENT pro-
testersinSriLankawhostormed
embattled President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa's official residence
have claimed tohave recovered
17.85millionSri LankanRupees
insidehismansion.
Avideowasbeingsharedon

social media showing the pro-
testers counting the currency
notes thatwereunearthed.
Protesterssaidtheyhadfound

17,850,000Sri LankanRupees at
the President's official residence
on Sundaywhen they stormed
into themansion after breaking
thebarricades.Theyhavehanded
overthecashtothelocalpolice.
ThePresident'swhereabouts

is still not known.His only com-
municationoutsidesincethepro-
testers stormed into the city has
beenwiththeParliamentSpeaker
Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena,
who announced late Saturday
nightthatthePresidentwouldre-
signonWednesday.

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JULY10

THE RACE to succeed Boris
JohnsonasBritishPMgotbloody
for the governing Conservative
PartyonSunday,withreportsof
damagingbriefingsagainstfron-
trunner Rishi Sunak and even a
so-called “mucky memo” or
“dirty dossier” doing the Tory
WhatsAppgrouprounds.
The424-wordattackseenby

The Sunday Telegraph contains
personal attacks branding the
BritishIndianformerChancellor
a “schoolboy” and a “liar”, who

cannotbe trustedontax.
Headlined “Get Ready for

Rishi”,afterSunak’sReady4Rishi
campaignlaunch,thememore-
portedlybrandsthe42-year-old
MPas having a “Big Tax andBig
Spend” agenda. It criticises
Sunak personally, saying he
“publicly lied”when seeking to
explain his Indianwife Akshata
Murty's legal non-domicile tax

status.Pointingtothefacthe“se-
cretly"heldaGreenCardtowork
in the US 18 months into his
chancellorshipof theUK, itcasts
doubtoverhisclaimthat“hisres-
ignationwithinminutes of [fel-
lowCabinetministerSajidJavid]
wasanunplannedcoincidence”.

REUTERS ADDS: Former
healthministersJeremyHuntand
Sajid Javid used interviewswith
the Telegraphnewspaper to an-
nouncetheywerejoiningtherace
to succeed Johnson. Also, junior
trademinister PennyMordaunt
onSunday launchedherbid, be-
coming the ninth Conservative
lawmakertomountabid.

UK: PM race gets bloody with
anti-Sunak briefings, memo

Rishi
Sunak

Camping inside President house,
protesters get a taste of luxuries

Govtcannowpursueex-PM’sdream
tochangeJapan’spacifistConstitution

Two days after his
death, Abe’s party
triumphs in polls

New Delhi



ShubhajitRoy:Whywritethisbook
now?Youalsomentionthatthere’sa
potentialforaconflictbetweentheUS
andChina. Thatitisaquestionofnot‘if’
but‘when.’Whydoyousaysodespite
alltheguardrailsorsystemsinplace?
Thebook sets out todescribehowthe

US-China relationship got to its current
stagebyquicklyretracingitshistory.Second,
it seeks to outline the worldview of Xi
Jinping.Third,itseekstodescribetheman-
aged strategic competition given the cur-
rentnatureof therelationship.
Rightnow,wehaveunmanagedstrate-

giccompetitionwithnoguardrails,norules
of theroad. Infact, it’saseriesofastrategic
pushandshoveinordertofindanequilib-
rium. In the process, there are incidents
whichgiverisetoescalation,crisis,conflict
andwar.Anyoneof those incidents could
emergeanydayoftheweek,intheTaiwan
Straits,theSouthChinaSea,EastChinaSea,
andevenforthatmatter,overstrategicmis-
calculation in the Korean Peninsula, let
alonewhathappens in cyberspaceor the
Sino-Indianborder. So that’s unmanaged
strategiccompetition.
Managed strategic competition is dif-

ferent. I describe that as finding the five
strategic red lines in the areas I’ve just re-
ferredto.Andit’sforeachside toarticulate
to theotherwhat its irreduciblepositions
wouldbe.Thesecondelementofmanaged
strategiccompetition,beyondtheidentifi-
cationofmutually identified strategic red
lines,iswhatIcallnon-lethalstrategiccom-
petition in other domains—security, for-
eignandeconomicpolicies,includingtrade,
investment technology, capitalmarkets,
currency,talentmarkets,aswellasthegreat
contestforideasandideology,theideational
system.Thelastunderpinstheinternational
rules-based system.
AndasIsayinthebook,
may the best system
win. As a supporter of
the Freedom Project
myself,Ihopethatthose
advocating a liberal in-
ternational order pre-
vailbutChinawillhave
adifferentview.
Thethirddomain is

wherethere’sstillsuffi-
cientpoliticalanddiplo-
maticspaceforstrategic
cooperationandcollab-
oration. There are cer-
tainglobalpublicgoods
like climate change,
globalfinancialstability,
the next pandemic or
other challenges to
global public health
where it is in the na-
tional interests of both
thesepowerstobilaterallyandgloballycol-
laboratetodealwithacommondanger.So,
inanutshell,managingstrategiccompeti-
tioncanstabilisetheUS-Chinarelationship.
Asfarasunmanagedstrategiccompeti-

tionisconcerned,aconflictisboundtohap-
pen.Thequestionisnotaboutifbutwhen.
Therearemanyreasons.One,Chinaisnow
more powerful,militarily, economically,
technologicallyandinforeignpolicyterms.
The second is thatXi Jinping’s leadership
seekstoadjustthestrategicstatusquoina
manner that’s more compatible with
Chinese interest. Third, since2017, theUS
haschosentorespond.Particularlysincethe
electionof theBidenadministration,there
hasbeena rangeofmeasures, both in the
securitysphere,allianceconsolidation,the
construction of new institutions like the
Quad andAUKUS, aswell as in a series of
impendingtechnological restrictions.So if
yougoto theoperational terrainof there-
lationship,where youhave literally hun-
dredsofmilitaryaircraftandvesselsandin
somecases,troopsdeployedinanever-con-
frontationalenvironment,thelawofprob-
abilitypointstoacollisionoccurring.Hence,
the concept ofmanaged strategic compe-
titionseekstoreduceastatisticalrisk.

ShubhajitRoy:Yousaythatonecannever
rule out the possibility of Chinese
President Xi Jinping bringing about a
rapprochementwith India despite the
border standoff. Why do you say so?
XiJinpingseeshimselfasagrandstrategist,
looking at the aggregation of China’s
external circumstances and pressure
points. To him, only the US can prevent
China’s historical rise to become a
dominant power in the region.Whenhe
looksattherestofwhattheChinesewould
describe as a comprehensive national
power, orwhat the Soviets in an earlier
stagemighthave called the correlationof
forcesaroundtheworld,his strategic lens
includesJapan,theRussianFederation,the
European Union and India. To a lesser
extent, he’ll look at countries like the
RepublicofKorea,Australiaandtherestof
SoutheastAsia.
Overthelastfewyears,Xihassoughtto

reduce strategic tensions, certainlywith
Russia,andtheirrelationshipisturninginto
ade facto security arrangement. In recent
years,Chinahas tried to reducestructural
tensionwithTokyo.TheChinesehavedone
the same thingwith India. For example,
therewas theWuhanmeeting between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Xi
Jinping.With Europeans, it is an ongoing
project,whichhashad recent setbacks in
termsof theEuropean reaction toChina’s
defactosupportfortheRussianinvasionof
Ukraine.ButChinesediplomacyisatwork
inEuropeaswelltoturnthataround.So,we
shouldnot rule out thepossibility of aXi-
driveninitiativetoturntheIndianstrategic
worldviewintoapositionwhichismoreac-
commodative. Chinahas been successful
withRussia,notsomuchwithJapanandis
trying inEurope. Its diplomacywith India
dependsonthecurrentstateof theborder
and thebilateral economic relationship. I

looked carefully atwhat External Affairs
MinisterSJaishankarsaidduringhisrecent
meetingswith his Chinese counterpart
WangYiwhenthelattertravelledtoDelhi.
Hesaidtherecouldbenonormalisationof
or improvement in the India-China rela-
tionshipintheabsenceoftheborderques-
tion.ButIwouldnotruleoutthepossibility
thatatsomestage,lookingatglobalgeopol-
itics,Ximakesasignificantgesturetowards
India inhis overwhelming interest. But as
the decade of living dangerously unfolds
betweenChinaandtheUS,withtheformer
beingdeeplysurprisedbythestrategiccol-
laborationbetweentheUS,Japan,Indiaand
AustraliathroughQuad,weshouldnotrule
out the possibility of Xi “changing the
game.”Thisisn’tprobablebutpossible.

ShubhajitRoy:TheGalwanincident
cementedQuadbutcanthefour
countries(US,India,Japan,Australia)
continuewiththisallianceeffectively,
consideringeachhasaverystrong
relationshipwithChina?
Allcountrieswillplaceapriorityontheir

economic relationshipswith theUS and
China. But theywill place an evenhigher
priorityontheirnationalsecurity.Therefore,
whenyou lookat the reaction fromJapan,
and the attempted rapprochement be-
tweenTokyoandBeijing,ortheturnaround
under both Yoshihide Suga and Fumio
Kishida, itwasbecauseof China’s security
policybehaviourtowardsJapanintheEast
ChinaSea.TheChinesediplomacyandthe
Chinesemilitarywerespeakingindifferent
voices.WhateverChinesediplomatsmay
sayinDelhi,thePeople’sLiberationArmy’s
(PLA’s)behaviouralongtheIndo-Chinabor-
derhasbeenconsistent,assertiveand,from
Delhi’sperspective,aggressive.Thiscreates

thedynamicsforamuchdeepergeostrate-
gicresponse.

ShubhajitRoy:Itwasunderyourprime
ministershipthatAustraliaplayedball
withtheQuadgrouping.Inyourbook,
youtalkabouthowyourpredecessor
JohnHowardandourthenPrime
MinisterManmohanSinghhadnot
showninterest.Thisiscontrarytothe
widelyheldperception...
The position to reject Quad by

ManmohanSingh,YasuoFukuda in Japan,
my predecessor John Howard and US
PresidentGeorgeBushwas takenmonths
beforemyelectionasPrimeMinisterinlate
2017. Those are empirical facts.Weknow
fromWikiLeaksthattheBushadministra-
tionhadmovedinthesamedirectionwell
beforemyelection.Itwasmutuallyconven-
ient for countries, including thedomestic
political debate inAustralia, to blame the
decisionsofmygovernment.

NirupamaSubramanian:Howcan
Quadmanagetherelationship

betweenUSandChinainviewof
predictedconflictscenarios?
Managing strategic competition ispri-

marily intendedas a joint strategic narra-
tivebetweenChinaandtheUS.Becausethat
iswheretheday-to-daycalculusofrisk,in-
cident, crisis, conflict andwarwill come
from. But someof the triggeringmecha-
nisms occur with American allies and
strategic partners— Japan, Australia and
India. Therefore, operationalisationof any
managedstrategiccompetitionwillmean
that all of uswill need tohave inputs ona
rollingbasis on thenature of the articula-
tionofstrategicredlines.Weneedtoiden-
tify irreducible points of national interest
foreachofus,includingthedailyriskofcy-
berattacksagainstourcentral,politicaland
economic infrastructure. Quad partners
havearoleinthe balanceofpower.Without
effectivecounter-balance,Chinawouldbe
muchlesspredisposedtowardsmovingto-
wardsmanagedstrategiccompetition.

NirupamaSubramanian:You
mentionedthattheChinesemilitaryis

separatefromthepoliticalleadership.
ManyintheIndianestablishment
thoughtsotoobutnotnowanymore.
WhatImeantwasaseparationbetween

themilitary and the foreignpolicy estab-
lishment,notbetweenthemilitaryandthe
political establishment. Themilitary in
China is organised around the Central
Military Commission,whose chairman is
Xi.AndthedecisionsbytheCentralMilitary
Commission, inmylonganalyticalexperi-
ence, are all takenwith the support of its
centralleadership,notjustitsmilitarylead-
ership.Themilitaryworksentirelywiththe
sanctionandsupportofXi.Theforeignmin-
istryhasneverbeenapowerfulinstitution
and its principal function is to create the
most positive imagepossible for China in
theworld,irrespectiveoftheothersubstan-
tive armsof the party, themilitary or the
economicbureaucracy.

ShubhajitRoy:Australiahasjustseen
theLabourPartyreturntopower.How
doesitlookattherelationshipwith
ChinaaswellaswithIndia?
IknowthenewPrimeMinisterAnthony

AlbaneseandForeignMinisterPennyWong
verywell. Ihadappointedbothof themto
myCabinet.IhadappointedRichardMarles,
now the DefenceMinister and Deputy
Prime Minister, as the Parliamentary
Secretary to the PrimeMinister on the
Pacific.Thebestpredictorof futurebehav-
iour is past behaviour. The previous
Australian Labour government, in its six
years in office, undertook a lot of effort in
strengthening the relationshipwithDelhi
andforgingastrategicpartnership.Mygov-
ernment launched the free tradenegotia-
tionsbetweenAustraliaandIndia,removed
thehistoricalreservationsaboutthesaleof

nuclearsuppliestoIndia,notwithstanding
India’snon-adherencetothenon-prolifer-
ationtreaty.TheAustralianDefenceWhite
Paper, 2009, for the first time identified
Chinaasastrategicchallengeinourregion
becauseofitschangingbehaviourbackthen
intheSouthChinaSea. Ithinktheearlyin-
teractionbetweenPrimeMinisterAlbanese
andPrimeMinisterModiattheQuadsum-
mit inTokyowasgood.Theyareseeingre-
alitymuchthroughthesameinternational
policyprismand Idonot see anybasis for
thatchanging. Infact, Iseethebasisforthe
relationshiponlyimproving.
AsfortheAustralia-Chinarelationship,

the tension has been evident since the
change in government as well. But
Albanese’supfrontstatement,thatnormal-
isationofarelationshipmeansChinahasto
act on punitive trade sanctions against
Australia, isrobust.

ShubhajitRoy:There’sbipartisan
supportforbetterrelationswithIndia.
Arethereanynuancestowatchoutfor?
The Australian Conservative govern-

mentwasoftendistractedby its owndo-
mestic political need to sound hairy-
chestedonChinaeverydayoftheweekby
using themegaphone.However, as India
hasshown,thereisabigdifferencebetween
adeclaratorypolicy—whatpoliticianssay
—as opposed to an operational strategy,
which iswhat a countrydoes in response
toasecuritychallenge.ThenewLabourgov-
ernmentislesslikelytousethemegaphone.
YouconductnormaldiplomacywithChina
onverydifficult, complex and conflicting
positions. But you use the publicmicro-
phoneonlywhenabsolutelynecessary.For
example, Jaishankar does not provide a
rollingcommentaryonChinesepolitics.But
whenWangYi comes toDelhi and seeks

somesortof strategicco-
operationwithIndiaover
thequestionofRussiaand
Ukraine,hetakesapublic
position that normalisa-
tion can never occur
whiletheborderremains
as it is. It is this selective
useofthepublicposition-
ing of the relationship,
whichisneeded.
Ontheoperationalna-

ture of the relationship
between Australia and
China, youwill see very
littledifference.

EshaRoy:Willthenew,
pro-environment
government change
policy?Doyousee
environmentand
climatechange

becomeelectoralplanks?
The Australian Conservative govern-

mentchanged its formalpositiontowards
carbon neutrality by 2050 because of
Glasgow.Evenpowerfulmediapersonali-
tieslikeRupertMurdochhascommittedto
carbonneutralityby2050.Thetruth iscli-
matechangehasbecomealessbinarypo-
liticalmatterinAustraliabecausetwocon-
servative forces — the Morrison
government and Rupert Murdoch —
changedtheirposition.

NirupamaSubramanian:Howdoes
AUKUSfitintotherelationshipwith
China?
First, theAUKUSagreementhasbipar-

tisanpoliticalsupportinAustralia.Second,
China’s objection toAUKUSand its argu-
ment thatAustralia’s acquisitionof nu-
clear-poweredsubmarineswasanactof
nuclear proliferation is odd, given the
rapid expansionof its ownnuclear arse-
nal. Third, the Australian Labour
Governmentwillnowbedealingwiththe
operationalisationofAUKUSinrollingouta
complex submarine acquisitiondeal. And
todosoinamannerwhichalsodoesn’tal-
lowanygapsinourcapabilities.
Given theabsenceof a civil nuclear in-

dustrywithinAustralia,whichwehavecho-
sennottodevelop,thequestionishowwe
caneffectivelyservicetheseboats.Anyway,
the acquisitionof these nuclear powered
boatswillproceed.
As for France, the Labour Party funda-

mentallyobjectedtothewayinwhichthe
previous Conservative government han-
dledtheunilateral cancellationof thepre-
vioussubmarinecontract.
Thepenaltyclausewassomethingclose

to $5 billion ofwhatwewould regard as
wastedpublic funds. This has generateda
big debate inAustraliandomestic politics
butwehavealsobeenkeentopreserveand
rebuildourrelationshipwithFrance.That’s
whyAlbanese agreed to abilateral visit to
France at the invitation of President
EmmanuelMacron.

ShubhajitRoy:IsAUKUSaQuad-killer?
I thinkwe’reuptovariablegeometries,

tousethephraseofInternationalRelations
scholars. In theoverall architecture of the
Indo-Pacificregion,theanchoringelements
are the bilateral security treaties and
arrangementswhich theStateshavewith
theirtreatypartnersandstrategicallies,in-
cluding India. The secondare theplurilat-
eral arrangements, of which theQuad is
pre-eminent. A third is a lateral arrange-
ment aswith the British. But in terms of
AUKUS,Quadisanunfoldingnarrative.
AUKUSisdifferentbecausewe’vebeen

treaty partnerswith the British since the
beginningof theEuropean settlements in
Australia. The bilaterals between London
andCanberra andbetweenCanberra and
Washingtonhave been long established.
This is simply a particular arrangement
around anuclear-poweredboats project.
Thebiggestdynamic,ofcourse,willbewith
theQuadandwheretheRepublicofKorea
goesaswell.
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WHYKEVINRUDD
As two-time PM of Australia and now
president of Asia Society, Kevin Rudd
has had the unique privilege of observing
world politics, particularly the power
dynamic between the US and China. He
analyses its evolution, its complexities

and its future in his new book, The Avoidable War

I can never rule out Xi Jinping
making a significant gesture to

India in his overwhelming interest of
changing the game in his favour

KEVINRUDD
FORMER AUSTRALIAN PM, PRESIDENT, ASIA SOCIETY

Inhisbook,TheAvoidableWar, formerAustralianPMKevinRuddanalysesthelayersof theUS-China
relationship,theneedforstrategiccompetition,whatitmeansforQuadandthewayAustralialooksatIndia.
HealsoexplainswhythenewAustralianLabourgovernmentismovingclosertoIndiaandsharesthesame
internationalpolicyprism.ThesessionwasmoderatedbyDeputyChiefofNationalBureauShubhajitRoy

‘‘

Xi Jinping sees himself
as a grand strategist,

looking at the
aggregation of China’s
external circumstances
and pressure points. To
him, only the US can

prevent China’s
historical rise to become

a dominant power in
the region

AUKUS is different
because the bilaterals

between Canberra and
London and Canberra
and Washington have
been long established.
This is an arrangement
around a N-powered

boats project. The biggest
dynamic, of course, will

be with the Quad
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT

(Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code of Civil Procedure)

IN THE COURT OF SH. HARISH DUDANI,
LD. PRINCIPAL JUDGE

NEW DELHI DISTRICT, FAMILY COURT,
PATIALA HOUSE, NEW DELHI

Case No. HMA 648/19

SAURABH S. BISHT ....PETITIONER
VS

DIVYA SINGH ....RESPONDENT

To,
DIVYA SINGH
VV/O SH. SAURABH S. BISHT
D/O SH. DEVENDRA SINGH
R/o. 18/10, TARAPORE DEFENCE ENCLAVE,
RANGPURI, VASANT KUNJ,
New Delhi-110070

THE DEFENDANT/RESPONDENTABOVE NAMED

WHEREAS you are intentionally evading service
of summons it is hereby notified that if you shall
not defend the case on the 12th. Day of
August, 2022 the day fixed for the final disposal.
it will be heard and determined ex-parte.
Given under rny hand and seal of the Court this
04th Day of July, 2022.

Sd/-
(JUDGE)

Principal Judge
Family Court,

New Delhi, District
Patiala House DelhiSEAL

IIPranavGuptaS/O, Rahul
MohanGuptaR/o 702, T6,
UnitechHeights, SectorChi Iii,
GreaterNoida-201310have
changedmyname toPranav
RahulGupta for all purposes.

0040621870-1

II,,TarunaSandeepBhalla, R/oB-
2, 1201CleoCounty, Sector
121,GautamBudhaNagar,
Uttar Pradesh – 201301, do
herebysolemnly affirmand
declare thatmyname is
TarunaSandeepBhalla andnot
TarunaBhalla asmentioned in
Passport ofmyhusband
SandeepBhalla. 0040621839-1

II,,Shivi SharmaW/oRajatGarg,
R/oV-001, NajafgarhRoad, DLF
Capital Greens, KaramPura,
Delhi-110015, have changed
myname toShivi SharmaGarg
for all purposes 0040621818-1

II,,SandeepBhalla, R/oB-2, 1201
CleoCounty, Sector
121,GautamBudhaNagar,
Uttar Pradesh – 201301, do
herebysolemnly affirmand
declare thatmyactual name is
SandeepBhalla andnot
Sandeep Joginder SainBhalla
asmentioned inmywife
TarunaSandeepBhalla’s
Passport. 0040621837-1

II,,SahaniAkashkumar
ShivkumarS/OShivkumar
Sahani, R/oMallahToli,
Bahadurganj, Pattigar T.
Bahadurganj, Ghazipur, Uttar
Pradesh- 275201, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
Akashkumar Sahani.

0070793955-1

II,, CharuGuptaW/o Jitender
GuptaR/o-A-30/11-H, 3rd-
Floor,MataMandirMarg,
Maujpur, Delhi-110053have
lostmyoriginal property Sale
Deedat aboveaddress.
FindermayContact-
8810608892

0070794042-1

II,,RituBansal,W/OMukesh
KumarBansal R/o 2B-1572,
KrishanKunj, Near Swati Auto,
AhmedBagh, Saharanpur,
Uttar Pradesh- 247001. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasRitu
Rani Bansal. 0070794071-1

II,,RanjanKumarS/OSPSingh,
R/oD- 2/402, The Legend
Sushant Lok 3, Sector 57,
Kanahi (73), Gurgaon,Haryana-
122003, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asRanjanSinghParashar.

0070793952-1

II,,PammiSingh,W/OHarendra
PratapSinghR/oB-33/25-C,
Gali No-2, ArjunMohalla,
Maujpur, North EastDelhi-
110053. have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asBabita Singh 0070793967-1

II,,PUNEETKUMAR, S/oCHARAN
SINGH, R/oH.NO -1860PANA
MAMURPURNARELADELHI -
110040have changedmyname
toPUNITKUMAR 0070794005-1

II,,MamtaW/oAshwani Kumar
R/o-E-28, ShamNagar, Delhi-
110018have changedmyname
toMamtaMandiratta for all
purposes. 0070794044-1

II,,KailashChandS/o Late Shri
Mahabir SinghR/oC-6/183,
KeshavPuram,Delhi-110035
havechangedmyname to
KailashChandSingh.

0070793990-1

II,,DineshKumarS/ODhaluRam,
R/o 1173, Gali No.7, Arjun
Nagar, Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001have changed thename
ofmyminor SonKushVerma
agedabout 2 years andHe
shall hereafter be knownas
KiyanshVerma 0070793962-1

IIYashi D/OSunil Kansal R/OHD-
29UpperGroundFloor
PitampuraNorthWestDelhi
Delhi 110034 have changedmy
name toYashi Kansal for all
purposes 0040621873-1

MMss..DDyyuulleekkPravaDassas
mentioned inmyhusband
Mr.TusharKanti Patnaik’s
passport residingat S-1,144
,Sector 4Vaishali Ghaziabad-
201010 shall henceforthbe
knownasMs.DyulekPravaDas.

0040621868-1
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''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

I, ChhayaRani, D/oAnesh
BhatnagarR/o 1702,
Tower - C3,MapskoCasa
Bella, Sector -82,
Gurgaon (Haryana) -
122004, have changedmy
name toChhaya
Bhatnagar.

0040621544-1
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CROSSWORD4790

ACROSS
1Stepon itbefore theopening(7)
5Negotiate for freeentertainment
(5)
8Cruel likeanungrateful
Frenchman(9)
9Agoodstartingpoint foradrive
(3)
10About to include it in the
ceremony(4)
12Wentandgotmarriedagain?
(8)
14Theplant looks likewheat to
youandme(6)
15Aclosearrangement for
comfort (6)
17Seriouscrimepublicationnot
fornorthernreaders? (8)
18Wildebeestswhosereturn is
celebrated(4)
21Partof theBalticyoufind
frozen(3)
22Tryanewroadvenue(9)
24Transplantedtrees (5)
25Worker joins inaband
shoutingangrily (7)

DOWN
1Tobehesitant isnotentirely
modest (5)
2Bladeusedbyacutterperhaps
(3)
3Defencepost (4)
4Works fordegrees?Theones
herehavepoint (6)
5He’swilling tohavean
examination listputup(8)
6Keep inmindwhat thehostwill
do (9)
7Footpedal thatcouldbealtered
(7)
11Overworkedpupils? (5,4)
13Notquite free togive theresult
of thedivision(8)
14Dismissabankofficial (7)
16Finestuffwedropallover the
place (6)
19Agestureonedoesn’t care to
make(5)
20Theone in jailkilledhisbrother
(4)
23Charming featureof Japanese
dress (3)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
You've been
through a
demandingphase,
and youmay

imagine that certain cares now
lie in thepast. However, you
will have to face up to old
troubles onemore time, so be
bold. One thing in your favour
is that your level of sheer
determinationmakes it
virtually impossible for them
to get the better of you.

TAURUS (Apr 21 -May21)
You should be on
top form today, now
that lunar
influences are

batting onyour team, so to
speak. Allowanew
enthusiasm free rein this
morning but get down to
serious business aroundmid-
afternoon. That's the time
whenyou'll be ready to talk
about your next step.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
You'renowina
charmingphase.
Surprised?Youmay
notbe, but someof

yourassociates certainlywill
be.Yet thedominantplanet in
your life isno longerabrasive
MarsbutgentleVenus. It's time
for friendlyco-operation rather
than fierceconfrontation.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
You thought you
hadmade your
mindup, butwhat
takes place today

willmake you think again,
probably regarding joint
financial commitments. An
extravagant offer, on the other
hand,will provide a valuable
boost to yourmorale and set
youup for the future.

LEO (July 24 -Aug23)
Jupiter is fighting a
celestial battlewith
Saturn, butVenus is
about tomediate

between these twowarring
forces. The benefitswill arrive
very soonwhena close ally,
perhaps awoman, intercedes
with someonewhohas been
trying to hold youback.

VIRGO (Aug24 - Sep23)
Whydon't you
spare a little time
for dealingwith
travel plans.

Holiday arrangementsmaybe
finalised and all overseas
contacts should be
assiduously cultivated: you
couldwell be taking a journey
for business rather than just
pleasure. Keep an eye out
for legal complications
this afternoon.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct 23)
Thewhole point
about your current
stars is revealed by
Mercury's odd

behaviour: other people,
mainly close partners,will be
acting erratically andwill
change theirmindswithout
warning. Youmust cultivate
tolerance and flexibility, and
keep thepeace.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 -Nov23)
Youare far too
bright tobe taken in
bypeoplewhoare
tellingyouwhat you

canor can't doathomeor in
yourprivate life. If youknow
what's best, youwill form
allianceswithpartnerswho
will backyou to thehilt: there's
nopoint inhangingaround
withpeoplewhodon't care.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov24-Dec22)
Sometimes good
fortune comes in
strange forms, and
you should be

content if the day bringsmore
than your fair share of
responsibilities. Themore you
accomplish over thenext
forty-eight hours, the better
able youwill be to appreciate
social developments after
then.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan20)
Those revolutionary
and inspired
planets, Uranus and
Neptune, are

behaving like a couple of
synchronised swimmers,
ducking anddiving through
your chart. Behind every
apparently trivial event this
weekwill lie a deeper purpose
as your destiny unfolds.

AQUARIUS (Jan21- Feb19)
Your innate
resistance to change
is strong and
growing stronger.

There is nothingwrongwith
this. In fact, if romance,
pleasure or self-indulgence are
amongyour goals, youmaydo
verywell indeed. Only in the
most practical of family
mattersmay flexibility be
necessary.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
The key to a
successful life is
good
communication.

Thismorning youmaybe
obliged to exaggerate a little,
but this afternoonyou should
stick to the facts.Watch for
similar inconsistencies in
partners'words for,
surprisingly, theymaynot
actuallymeanwhat they say.

S
U
D
O
K
U
4
8
9
2

DifficultyLevel4s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
LU
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O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
4
8
9
1

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
IhearandIforget. IseeandIremember. I__andI_____
- Confucius(2,10)

SOLUTION:REACH,STOVE,UNWIND,DOODAD
Answer:IhearandIforget.IseeandIremember.IdoandIunderstand
-Confucius

CHAER DIWNNU

VOTES AOODDD

SolutionsCrossword4789:Across:1Flatrate,5Sons,9Scrum,10Airmail,11
Goingconcern,13Litter,14Chapel,17Chinacabinet,20Repined,21Drake,22Styx,
23Browbeat.Down:1Fast,2Airport,3Romanremains,4Trance,6Ovate,7Silently,
8Frenchwindow,12Placards,15Peerage,16Ladder,18Imply,19Next.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

I arrive at a conclusion
not an assumption.
Inform your opinionwith
detailed analysis.

indianexpress.com

The Indian Express.
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Indonesiaisthelatestcountrytoallowpeopletotraveland
workremotely;hopesitwillboosttourism

SANSKRITIFALOR
NEWDELHI, JULY10

INDONESIA HAS joined the growing list
of countries that are tweaking their visa
policies to offer work-from-anywhere
plans.Thecountryhopesthat its five-year
visa plan will boost tourism and create
more jobs by allowing digital nomads to
live ‘tax-free’.
THETERM:DigitalNomadsarepeople

whoworkremotelywhiletravellingtodif-
ferentplacesandspendingtheirearnedin-
come in thehost country.
According to the 2020 State of

Independence in America report by the
companyMBO Partners, “Digital nomads
are defined as peoplewho choose to em-
bracealocation-independent,technology-
enabledlifestylethatallowsthemtotravel
and work remotely, anywhere in the
Internet-connectedworld. Unlike regular
remoteworkers, who tend to stay in one
geographicarea,digitalnomadstraveland
explorewhileworking.”
The study also found that 10.9million

USworkersdescribed themselves asdigi-
talnomads in2020,up from49% in2019.
PROPOSED VISA: The Digital Nomad

Visawould allow remoteworkers to stay

inIndonesia,includingBali,tax-freeaslong
as the remoteworkers earn from compa-
niesoutside Indonesia.
Announced by Indonesia’s Tourism

MinisterSandiagaUnotoboosttourismin
thecountry, thevisawill beapplicable for
five years. This wouldmake Indonesia’s
visaoneof thelongestdigitalnomadvisas
allowedbyanycountry.
Through the visa, Indonesia aims to

bringinover3.6millionoverseastravellers
into thecountryover thenextyear.
Uno told Bloomberg that in a survey,

95% digital nomads responded that
Indonesia, especially Bali,was the remote
working locationof their choice.
OTHERSUCHVISAS: Italy inMarchre-

leasedanewpermitfornon-EUnationals,
or digital nomads, who can stay in the
country forup to90dayswithoutavisa.
AntiguaandBarbudaofferadigitalno-

madvisafortwoyearswherethetravellers
are required tomaintain their ownhealth
insurance.
Barbados offers a year-long remote

working visawhich can be extended fur-
ther.
Amongtheothercountriesofferingno-

madvisasareCroatia, CostaRica,Georgia,
Hungary, Iceland,Mauritius,Norway, and
Spain.

DIGITALNOMADVISAS
THISWORDMEANS

SHYAMLALYADAV&RITUSARIN
NEWDELHI, JULY10

WhataretheUberFiles?
TheUberFilesarealeakof182gigabytes

of data thatwereobtainedby TheGuardian
newspaper fromananonymoussourceand
sharedwiththeInternationalConsortiumof
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) and itsmedia
partners from30 countries, including The
IndianExpress.
The dump comprises 124,000 records

from the2013-17period—mainly internal
companyemails (83,000), andmemos,pre-
sentations, andWhatsAppmessages. The
Uber Files showhowthe ride-hailing start-
upbegunbyTravisKalanickinSanFrancisco
in 2010becameaglobal behemothbyhar-
nessing technology,working around laws,
andusingaggressivelobbyingtacticstocurry
favourwithgovernmentsduringtheperiodof
itsdramaticexpansion.
Overtheyears,Uberhasfacedintenseme-

dia scrutiny. In 2017,Uber’s investors forced
Kalanick out amid a series of sexual harass-
mentandprivacyscandals,causinghugerep-
utationaldamagetothecompany.

Whatarethemainfindingswithregardto
Uber’soperationsinIndia?
TheUber Files showthe cavaliermanner

inwhichthecompany’stopexecutivesreacted
to the allegationof rapeby anUberdriver in
NewDelhiinDecember2014.Whileofficially
expressingshockandempathy,theexecutives
in internal communications tried to put the
blameonfaultybackgroundchecksondrivers
carried out by Indian government officials.
AfterUber serviceswerebanned in the capi-
tal, the company’smanagers tried to douse
firestheyfearedmightstartinothercountries.
Thedataalso reveal themanner inwhich

Uber tackled tax and regulation issues that
arosefrequentlyinIndia,anduseditasanex-
ample in other countries. India being a key
market, Uber used its lobbying tactics to the
hilthere.Amongthesteps thecompanytook
was to prepare a list of “stakeholders” from
among thebureaucracy andpolitical class to
influencepolicy, and to sign aroundadozen
Memorandumsof Understanding (MoUs) in
different states—agreements that remained
mostlyonpaper.

HowbigisUberinIndia?
UberlaunchedinIndiaonAugust29,2013

asaride-hailingplatforminBengaluru. Ithad
phenomenalsuccessaroundthecountry,and
onNovember18, 2021, launched the service
in India’s 100th city,Warangal in Telangana.
Accordingtothecompany,ithadservednearly
9.5croreIndianridersanddriversuntilthen.
As of now,Uber hasnearly 6 lakhdriver-

partners; at ameetingwithFinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharamaninSanFranciscoinApril,
CEODara Khosrowshahi said the company
wasaimingtogrowto20lakhdriver-partners
inthecountry.Uberoffersavarietyofservices
inIndia,includingRentals,UberConnect,Auto,
andMoto.
Thecompanyhasreinventeditselfseveral

times in India. Its first Indian armwas incor-
poratedasCupoloneCapitalAdvisorsPrivate
LimitedinMumbaiinJanuary2011,whichwas
renamed as Xchange Leasing India Private
Limited inNovember 2015. On January 25,
2012,MeinsteinEdumartPrivateLimitedwas

incorporated in Delhi; it was renamed as
Resourcexpert India Private LimitedonDec-
ember27,2013,thenasUberIndiaTechnology
PrivateLimited(UITPL)onMarch4,2015.
UberIndiaSystemsPrivateLimited(UISPL)

was incorporated on August 16, 2013 in
Mumbai. Another firm,Uber India Research
andDevelopment Private Limited (UIRDPL),
was incorporated on March 11, 2016 in
Hyderabad as Uber India Support Centre
PrivateLimited,andlaterrenamed.UberIndia
DevelopmentPrivateLimited(UIDPL)wasin-
corporatedonApril13,2016in
Bengaluru.
Xchange Leasing is cate-

gorised as a “Passenger trans-
portservices”provider,andthe
description of its service is
“LeasingofVehicles”.Itstotalin-
comein2018-19,thelatestbal-
ance sheet availablewithRoC,
wasRs103.61crore.UISPL’scat-
egoryasperitsbalancesheetis
“OtherProfessionalandbusinessservices”,and
its total income in2020-21 (latest available)
wasRs538.73crore.UIDPLisinthebusinessof
“research anddevelopment”, and showeda
lossofRs29,500in2019-20(latestavailable).
UIRDPL is categorised as “Other profes-

sional,technicalandbusinessservices”asper
thedeclarationtotheRoC,andits turnover in
2018-19(latestavailable)wasRs335.60crore.
UITPL’srevenuefor2020-21wasRs6.97crore,
RoCrecordsshow.

HowhasUbermanageditsgrowthprofile
inIndia?
Uber has diversified its riding from four

wheelers to three and twowheelers aswell.
To get around labour laws, the companyhas
said that drivers arenot its employees. It has
categoriseditselfas“touroperator”andlateras
“rent-a-cab”toreduceitsservicetaxburden.
Uber entered India through Europe. In

2012,a fewmonthsafter itstartedservices in
France,UbersetupaDutchcompany,UberBV,
to receivepayments fromcustomers in India
and someother countries. UberBV (Nether-
lands) holds 52% of UISPL’s shares. Except
UIDPL,alltheaforementionedcompaniesare

subsidiaries of Netherlands-
basedcompanies.
In itsdeclarationtotheRoC

for 2020-21, UISPL said, “The
Companyenteredintoanagree-
mentwithUberBVforsupport
services includingaccounting,
treasury, finance, employee
stock compensation adminis-
tration, payroll, administrative
services, human resources, le-

gal,management support, and information
technologysupportandsuchothergeneraland
administrativeservicesthattheCompanymay
needfromtimetotimetooperatetheRidesand
Eatsbusiness. For these support services, the
CompanywasrequiredtopayUberBVanarm’s
lengthfeecalculatedonacost-plusbasis.”
WithregardtoitspaymentstowardsUber

BV, the RoC declaration states that from
October1, 2019, “whereby the consideration
fortheridesservicewillbeafeebasedoni)an
allocation of networking costs for the Fiscal
Yearbaseduponthenumberof tripsandii)a
30%of net revenueearnedand80%of com-
mercial profit in excess of 1% net revenue

whicheverislessearnedbytheCompanyfrom
Ridesbusiness”.

WhatimpacthasUberhadontransport
andemploymentgenerationinIndia?
BeforeUberenteredIndia,engagingataxi

wasoftendifficult and costly inmany Indian
cities.Whenitstartedout,Uberreceivedgen-
erally positive feedback for its cleanvehicles
andaffordabletariffs,andattractedmanycom-
muterswhomightotherwisehavetakenpub-
lictransportsuchasbuses.
Withapproximately6lakhdriver-partners

andapresence in100cities and towns,Uber
has created significant earning andemploy-
ment opportunities for both owner-drivers
and thosewho are contracted by owners to
drivevehiclesontheplatform.Afterexpanding
its footprint to threewheelers andbikes, the
company has offered options for faster and
cheapermobilitytoriders.

WhatchallengesdoesUberfaceinIndia?
Uber leads thecabaggregatorbusiness in

India, and invested Rs 1,767 crore in it in
November 2019. The company says its India
journey is “only just beginning”. But
Bloomberg reported lastmonth that Uber
Technologies Inchadexploredoptions for its
Indian ride-hailingbusiness, includingasale,
butsuspendeddiscussionsaftertechstart-up
valuations cratered. CEOKhosrowshahi had
rejectedthereportinatweet.
In a letterwritten to employees inMay,

Khosrowshahi indicated cost cutting: “Some
initiativesthatrequiresubstantialcapitalwill
beslowed.Wehavetomakesureouruniteco-
nomicsworkbeforewegobig. The least effi-
cientmarketing and incentive spendwill be
pulledback.”
IntheUnitedKingdomandFrance,Uber’s

driver-partnershavealreadybeendeclaredits
“workers”.AsimilarPIL ispendingbeforethe
SupremeCourt in India, and its outcome is
likely to determine the company’s future
growthprospectsandstrategy.

Uber’ssurgepricingisseenbymanyas
beingpredatory.Whyhavestatesnotbeen
abletocontrolit?
InNovember2020,theUnionMinistryof

RoadTransportandHighwaysissuedMotor
Vehicle Aggregators Guidelines “to provide
a guiding framework to the State govern-
ments/UTs to consider for issuance of li-
censesaswellasregulatingthebusinessbe-
ing conducted by such Aggregators.” The
guidelines gave a formula for surge pricing.
However, in the absenceof policies by state
governments,nostandardsurgepricingfor-
mula isusedbyUber.
Karnataka is the only state that has noti-

fied a fare structure for aggregators. In
Mumbai, the licensing process started after
theHighCourt intervened this year on a PIL
filed by advocate Savina R Castro, but the
SupremeCourt issuedastayafterUberchal-
lengedtheCentre’sMotorVehicleAggregators
Guidelines2020.
On surge pricing, Uber says: “Pricing for

tripsvariescitybycityforanumberofreasons,
includingfareregulations,fuelprices,andgen-
eral cost of living.Dynamicpricinghelps en-
sure that there are enoughdrivers tohandle
all ride requests, so riders can get a driver
quickly anddrivers canearnmore.Weshow
ridersthepriceoftheirridebeforetheyaccept
itsotheycanmakeaninformedchoice.”
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HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI, JULY10

THEPRESENTprolongedboutofglobalfood
inflationfromaroundend-2020beganwith
edibleoils. Could it endwithedibleoils?
Asfarasoverallfoodinflationgoes,these

arestillearlydays.TheUnitedNationsFood
and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) food
price index hit an all-time high of 159.7
points inMarch, themonth immediately
following the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Sincethen,theindex—aweightedaverage
of world prices of a basket of food com-
moditiesoverabaseperiodvalue, takenat
100 for2014-15—haseaseda tad, by3.4%,
to154.2points in June.
The picture is clearer in vegetable oils,

where the FAO’s sub-index has fallen by
15.9%, from251.8 to 211.8 points, between
MarchandJune.TheriseduringApril2020
toMarch 2022was sharper for vegetable
oils (from81.2 to251.8points) than for the
general index (from 92.5 to 159.7 points).
But so has been the subsequent dip from
March to June (See chart).

Palm vs ‘soft’ oils
Abetter ideaof thepricedeclinecanbe

had by looking at individual oils. Crude
palmoil(CPO)tradedatarecord7,268ring-
git per tonneat theBursaMalaysiaderiva-
tives exchange onMarch 9. On Friday, the
most-active two-month futures contract
settledat4,157ringgits.That’s42.8%down
fromthepeak.

Fourmonthsago, the landedprice(cost
plus freight) of CPO in India was about
$2,000 per tonne, while it was $1,960 for
RBD(refined,bleachedanddeodorised)pal-
molein, $1,925 for crude degummed soy-
abeanoiland$2,100forcrudesunfloweroil.
Those prices have since retreated to $1,185
(CPO),$1,160(RBDpalmolein),$1,460(soy-
abean)and$1,700(sunflower)per tonne.
The accompanying table showsmuch

of thispricecollapse tohave takenplace in
just over the last onemonth, with the fall
more in palm than for so-called soft oils,
namely soyabean and sunflower. It is also
reflected in thedata from theDepartment
of Consumer Affairs. Between June 8 and
July8,theall-Indiamodal(mostquoted)re-
tailpriceofpackedpalmoilhascomedown
fromRs160toRs145perkg;ithasbeenless
forsoyabean(Rs170toRs160/kg)andsun-
flower (Rs 190 to Rs 182.5), and non-exis-
tent forgroundnut (Rs180).
“Thetransmissionofinternationaltodo-

mesticpriceswillbehigherforimportedoils
andwhich require less voyage time,” says
BVMehta,executivedirectorof theSolvent
Extractors’Associationof India (SEA).
Indiaannuallyconsumesaround23mil-

liontonnes(mt)ofedibleoils,outofwhich
13.5-14.5mtisimportedand8.5-9.5mtdo-
mestically produced. The imported oils
mainly comprise palm (8-9mt), soyabean
(3-3.5mt)andsunflower (2-2.5mt),while
those sourced indigenously includemus-
tard(2.5-2.8mt),soyabeanandcottonseed
(1.2-1.3mt each), rice bran (1-1.1mt) and
groundnut (0.5-0.8mt).

“Palm oil tanker vessels fromMalaysia
and Indonesia take 8-10 days to arrive in
India. The same for soyabean oil from
Argentina and Brazil is 40-45 days. Given
the steeper fall in international prices of
palmoilandlesstimetobringfreshcargoes,
it’snatural to see itbecomingcheaper first
before theotheroils,” addsMehta.
Being a ‘hard’ oil that is semi-solid (as

opposed to liquid) at room temperature,
palmoil isn’tusedmuch inhomekitchens
fordirect cookingor frying.Mostof it goes
tomakehydrogenatedfats(vanaspati,mar-
garineandbakeryshortening)oraskeyin-
gredient in bread, biscuits, cookies, cakes,
noodles,mithai, namkeen, frozen dessert,
soap, and cosmetics. The benefits of the
slidemainly inpalmoilpriceswill thusac-
cruemore to the food, restaurant, or skin-

care industries than to households. They
wouldwant prices of ‘soft’ (soyabean and
sunflower) and indigenous (mustard and
groundnut)oils to fallmore.

The other side
Davish Jain, chairman of the Indore-

basedSoyabeanProcessors’ Associationof
India, feels that thegovernmentshouldre-
view the existing import tariffs on edible
oils, considering the recent crash inworld
pricesandtheongoingplantingseason for
kharif oilseeds.
The effective import duty is currently

5.5% on crude palm, soyabean and sun-
flower oil, while it is 13.75% for RBD pal-
molein. Further, the Centre, onMay24, al-
lowed up to 2mt each of crude soyabean
and sunflower oil to be imported at zero

duty during 2022-23 and 2023-24 (April-
March). Quantities beyond this would at-
tract the regular5.5%duty.
“Domesticsoyabeanpriceshavealready

dropped from roughly Rs 69,000 to Rs
62,000 per tonne in the pastmonth. If the
trend in international prices continues, it
willsendanegativesignaltofarmerswhen
kharif sowingisatitspeak.Arollbackof the
customsduty exemption andevenagrad-
ual increase is inorder,”pointsout Jain.
According to the AgricultureMinistry,

farmershadplanted77.80lakhhectares(lh)
underkharifoilseedstillJuly8,against97.56
lh during the corresponding period of last
year.Acreagesaredowninsoyabean(from
69.54lhto54.43lh),groundnut(25.31lhto
20.51lh) and sesamum (1.71 lh to 1.53 lh).
Thelowerareacoveredhasbeenattributed

toweakmonsoonactivity inJune,withall-
India rainfall 7.9% below the historical av-
erageand24outof thecountry’s36mete-
orologicalsubdivisionsregisteringshortfall
inexcessof 10%.
July,however,hasrecorded31.3%above-

normal rains so far, resulting in the cumu-
lativerainfall fromJune1toJuly10turning
5.2% surplus. SEA’s Mehta expects a sub-
stantialpick-up insowingdueto themon-
soon’s revival and the acreage gap closing
before themonth-end.

Ukraine to Indonesia
Asnoted earlier, the current global food

inflation beganwith edible oils. The initial
triggerwasthe2020-21droughtinUkraine
(theworld’sbiggestsunfloweroilproducer)
andCovid-inducedmigrantlabourshortages
inMalaysia’s oil palmplantations. Thewar
was the final straw. The supply disruptions
fromUkraineandRussiawereaggravatedby
Indonesia’s restrictions on exports of palm
oil in response to domestic price increases
anddrought inSouthAmericabadlyaffect-
ingtheregion’s2021-22soyabeancrop.
Those supply shocks seemtobeeasing

somewhat. Soyabeanproduction inBrazil,
Argentina, and Paraguay is set to recover
thisyear. Indonesiawasforcedtolift itsban
on palm oil shipments in late-May after a
pilingupofstocks.Excesssuppliesfromthe
world’s largest producer are nowexerting
downwardpressureonprices.
Whether other food commoditieswill

followvegetable oilsmaybeonly amatter
of time.

TheUberFiles showhowtheride-hailingcompanyfoundwaysaroundlaws,and lobbied
aggressivelywithgovernmentsduringtheperiodof itsdramaticexpansion.What is
Uber’sprofile in India, andwhatdotheFilessayabout itsoperations in thecountry?
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Global edible oil prices crash; will other food commodities follow?
HOWGLOBAL EDIBLE OIL PRICESHAVE CRASHED

($PERTONNE)
Crude RBD Degummed Crude
Palm Palmolein Soyabean Sunflower
Oil@ @ Oil@@ Oil@@

Jul8,2022 1,185 1,160 1,460 1,700
Jul1,2022 1,320 1,310 1,495 1,800
Jun8,2022 1,735 1,710 1,825 2,000
Jul2021* 1,135 1,111 1,300 1,278
@Cost&FreightMumbai;@@Cost, Insurance&FreightMumbai;

*Average formonth.
Source: SolventExtractors’Associationof India.

FAO FOODPRICE INDEX
(2014-2016=100)

— FOOD — VEGETABLE OILS

250.0

200.0

150.0

100.0

50.0

A
pr
’2
0

Ju
n
’2
0

Au
g
’2
0

O
ct
’2
0

D
ec
’2
0

Fe
b
’2
1

A
pr
’2
1

Ju
n
’2
1

Au
g
’2
1

O
ct
’2
1

D
ec
’2
1

Fe
b
’2
2

A
pr
’2
2

Ju
n
’2
2

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY10

SUDDEN, “highly localised rain” near the
Amarnath shrine in Jammu and Kashmir
onFridayeveningtriggeredheavyflooding
that has so far led to the deaths of at least
16people,withmanystillunaccountedfor.
The IndiaMeteorological Department

(IMD) said the weather event was not a
“cloudburst”ashadbeeninitiallyreported,
because theAmarnath shrine saw31mm
of rainfall between 4.30 pm and 6.30 pm
onFriday—lessthanwhatwouldqualifyas
a cloudburst. The IMD has an automatic
weather stationnear thecaveshrine.
CLOUDBURST:Acloudburst is short-

termextremeprecipitationthattakesplace
overasmallarea—itisnot,asissometimes
understood,the“breakingopen”ofacloud
resultinginthereleaseofhugeamountsof
water.Cloudburstshaveaveryspecificdef-
inition: if rainfall of about 10 cmor above
perhourisrecordedoveranareaofroughly
10 km x 10 km, it is classified as a cloud-
burstevent.Bythisdefinition,5cmofrain-
fall inhalf anhourwouldalsobeclassified
as a cloudburst. Cloudbursts wreaked
havoc inUttarakhand in June2016.
VULNERABLE HILLS:While cloud-

bursts occur over plains aswell, there is a

greaterprobabilityof their takingplace in
mountainous zones— this has to dowith
the terrain. Cloudbursts happen after sat-
urated clouds are unable to produce rain
becauseoftheupwardmovementofavery
warm current of air, which carries rain-
dropsupwards.Newdropsareformedand
existingraindropsgaininsizeuntil,aftera
point,theybecometooheavyforthecloud
to hold— and they fall together in a flash.
Hillyterrainsaidinheatedaircurrentsris-
ingverticallyupwards, therebyincreasing
theprobabilityof acloudburst situation.
Such heavy downpours can trigger

landslidesandflashfloodsthatcansweep
away houses and roads, and lead to cave-
ins. This is alsowhycloudbursts causeex-
tensivedamage in thehills.

Cloudbursts & heavy localised
rainfall — why hills are at risk
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Uber in India
CitiesUber
operates in:
100+

(Warangalwas
the100thon
Nov18,2021)

UBER’S BUSINESS IN INDIA:
XchangeLeasing IndiaPrivate
Limited;Uber IndiaTechnology
PrivateLimited(UITPL);Uber India
SystemsPrivateLimited(UISPL);Uber
IndiaResearchandDevelopment
PrivateLimited(UIRDPL);andUber
IndiaDevelopmentPrivateLimited
(UIDPL).
UIDPLshowed`29,500 loss in

2019-20.UIRDPL’s turnover
in2018-19was`335.60cr.
UITPL’S revenuefor
2020-21was`6.97cr
XCHANGELeasing’s total
incomein2018-19was`103.61cr
UISPL’STOTALINCOME in2020-21
was`538.73cr
Source:RegistrarofCompanies

COMPANY AND ITSGLOBAL SPREAD

29,300
employees
globally

72countries
operations
worldwide

10,500
citiesand
urbanareas

*AsofDecember31,2021, Source:Uber’sdeclaration toSEC,U.S.

THEUBERMAP:
ITS FOOTPRINT
ANDOPERATIONS

`

9.5cr
ridersanddrivers
untilNov18,2021,
accordingtoUber

Whenitstarted
in India:Aug29,
2013, inBengaluru

Around6lakh
Numberof
driver-partners

Uberservicesnowinclude
Rentals,UberConnect,Auto,
Moto,etc.

At least16peoplehavediedafter
heavyraintriggeredaflashflood
near theAmarnathshrine. PTI

New Delhi
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Market Watch
FPISPULLOUT`4KCRINJULYSOFAR
New Delhi: Foreign investors continue to desert equity markets and
have pulled out over Rs 4,000 crore this month so far amid steady
appreciation of the dollar and rising interest rates in the US. However,
the pace of selling by FPIs has been declining over last few weeks.PTI

REUTERS
LOSANGELES,JULY10

ELONMUSKavoideddiscussing
thecollapsedTwitterdealashead-
dressedanaudienceofmogulson
SaturdayinSunValley,twosources
whoattendedtheconferencetold
Reuters.
In awide-reaching interview,

Muskspentmostofhistimetalk-
ingaboutcolonisingMarsandex-
tollingthevirtuesofboostingbirth
rates on Earth, said the sources.
Musk, chief executiveof Tesla Inc
androcketcompanySpaceX,has
longadvocatedestablishingaciv-
ilizationon the redplanet.Musk
earlierthisweeksaidhewilldohis
best to helpwhat he called “the
underpopulationcrisis,”following

amedia report that said hehad
twinswitha topexecutive athis
brain-chipstart-upNeuralink.
He spoke about how birth

rates are declining in wealthy
countries, a subject he has ex-

ploredextensivelyonTwitter.
Thebillionaire entrepreneur

tookthestageattheAllen&CoSun
ValleyConference,anannualgath-
eringofmediaandtechnologyex-
ecutives in Idaho, less than 24

hoursafterheannouncedhewas
terminatinghis$44billiondealto
buyTwitterInc.
Theinterviewwasconducted

bySamAltman,CEOofOpenAI,an
artificial intelligence research
company foundedbyMuskand
several others. “It just seems like
anabsolutemess,”saidonesenior
media executive,who spoke on
conditionof anonymityaheadof
theinterview.“Theguymakeshis
ownrules…I’dhatetobeTwitter,
whereyouhavetotakethisguyse-
riously.”SunValleyistypicallycov-
ered like anathleisureversionof
theMetGala,withphotographers
capturing the arrivals of fleece-
vested media moguls and re-
portersmaking note of power-
lunchesat theKonditorei cafeon
theproperty.

OneHollywoodpower-broker
Friday expressed hope that the
Muskinterviewwouldenliventhe
conference’sstaid,cerebralatmos-
pherethisyear.
Hours later,Musk’s attorneys

deliveredaneight-page letter to
Twitter, sayingheplanned tocall
off thedeal to acquire the social
network. FollowingMusk’s an-
nouncement,onechief executive
noted the elephant in the room,
Saturday’sremarksmightwellbe
uncomfortabletotwoconference
attendees: Twitter CEO Parag
AgrawalandChiefFinancialOfficer
NedSegal.OneofMusk’slastpub-
licmessages toAgrawal came in
theformofatweetofapoopemoji
in response to theTwitter CEO’s
defenseof howthecompanyac-
countsforspambots.

FOCUSSHIFTSTOPROFITS

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,JULY10

WITHPUBLIC sector insurance
general companies,which once
monopolisedthesector,focussing
more on profits, they have lost
market share in gross premium
underwritten to the aggressive
private sectorduring thequarter
endedJune30,2022.
Whilethemarketshareofpri-

vate companies rose to51.82per
cent in June2022 from47.63per
centayearago,PSUgeneralinsur-
ers lost themarket share from
42.23per cent to 37.85per cent.
Grosspremiumcollectionofgen-
eralinsurancecompaniesshowed
a growth of 23 percent at
Rs 54,492 crore for the quarter
endedJune30,2022.
Accordingtothedataavailable

from the General Insurance
Council,privatesectorcompanies

registeredhigher growthof 33.8
percentatRs28,235croreinpre-
miumcollectionfortheJunequar-
ter. However, four public sector
general insurerswitnessed only
10.25percentgrowthinpremium
collectiontoRs20,626croredur-
ingthelast3months.
Amongprivatesectorcompa-

nies,ICICILombardGeneralinsur-
anceretainedthetoppositionby
mobilising aRs 5,370-crore pre-
mium, a rise of 43.86 percent
growth. Bajaj Allianzmobilised
Rs3,100croreduringthequarter,
growthof25.43percent.
The New India Assurance,

India’slargestgeneralinsurerbut
functioningwithoutaChairman
andMDnow,reportedan8.13per
centriseinpremiumcollectionat
Rs 9,550 crore during the June
quarter,accordingtotheCouncil’s
data. Health insurance compa-
niesmobilised Rs 5,263 crore, a
growthrateof28.63percentdur-

ingthequarter.
According to insurance

sources, the government has
askedPSUgeneral insurers to fo-
cusonprofitabilityratherthango-

ing for a higher top line in loss-
makingareas.
The Finance Ministry has

asked Central Public Sector
Enterprises (CPSEs) andgovern-
mentdepartmentstorelaxthere-
quirementofminimumsolvency
ratioof1.5of theliabilitiesasone
oftheeligibilitycriteriaforthepar-
ticipationof public sector insur-
ance companies in the tender
process.
Accordingtoanofficememo-

randumbytheMinistrytovarious
departmentsandinsurancefirms,
the stipulationonhigh solvency
ratiomakesthreeofthefourpub-
licsectorgeneral insurancecom-
panies — National Insurance
Company Ltd (NIC), Oriental
InsuranceCompanyLtd(OIC)and
UnitedIndiaInsuranceCompany
Ltd(UII)—ineligibletoparticipate
in the tender process in spite of
their “vast experience and risk
managementskills”.

TheMinistry’snotefollowsthe
intensecompetitioninthesector
and the decline in the perform-
ance of three PSU insurers. Only
New India Assurance Company
Ltdhas reporteda solvency ratio
ofmore than1.5 among the four
PSU insurers. Government de-
partmentsandCPSEs,whichcon-
stituteabigmarketforinsurance
companies,awardinsurancecon-
tractsthroughatenderprocess.
Solvency ratio—net income

anddepreciationdivided by lia-
bilities—isthefinancialcapacity
ofaninsurancecompanytomeet
its obligations. A high ratio
meansthecompanyisfinancially
soundand it has enough capital
topayallvalidclaims.Asperthe
IRDAI’smandate, theminimum
solvency ratio that insurance
companiesmustmaintain is 1.5
to lower risks. In terms of sol-
vencymargin,therequiredvalue
is150percent.

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, JULY10

A SIGNIFICANT number of
IndiGoaircraftmaintenance
engineers atHyderabadand
Delhi called in sick over the
lastfewdaysinprotestof the
salaries being paid to these
technicians, according to
multiplesources.Thiscomes
barely a week after the air-
line’s cabin crew took a sick
leaveon July2causingmore
than half of IndiGo’s flights
gettingdelayed.
According to a source, a

significantnumberofaircraft
techniciansdidnotreportfor
dutyonFriday’snightshiftat
Hyderabadairport. Thiswas
followed by technicians not
reporting for duty on
Saturdaymorningaswell.
The disruptions at the

country’slargestairlinecome
at a timewhen rival airlines
suchasAirIndiaareconduct-
ingrecruitmentdrives, inad-
dition those by upcoming
airlinessuchasAkasaAirand
arevived JetAirways.
Just last week, days after

the cabin crewmass leave,
IndiGorestoredsalariesofpi-
lotsandcabincrewbyanad-
ditional8percent.Theairline
had cut salaries by about 28
percentduringCovid19pan-
demic, and thiswas the sec-
ond partial rollback — the
firstonealsobeing8percent.
Thecompanyalsomandated
its crewmembers reporting
sick to visit their respective
basis for verification. IndiGo
did not respond to a request
foracomment.
Notably,IndiGoisinmidst

of a senior management
reshufflewith CEO Ronojoy
Dutta and chief commercial

officerWilly Boulter set to
exit the company. KLM’s
president and CEO Pieter
Elbers is set to take over as
IndiGo’snextchiefexecutive.
Other companies have

also witnessed protests by
aircrafttechniciansthisyear.
In March, state-owned AI
Engineering Services Ltd,
which was earlier a sub-
sidiary of Air India, also saw
its technicians going on a
flashstrikeseekingsalaryre-
visions.

SECTORWATCH
AVIATION

IndiGo technicians
in Hyderabad,
Delhi call in sick
over salary issues

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,JULY10

THEREHAS been a rise ofmore
than48,000per cent in legal de-
mands beingmade by India —
fromvariouscourts and thegov-
ernment — to remove content
fromTwitter between2014and
2020, an analysis of Twitter’s
globaltransparencyreportsshow.
Incidentally,inthesametimepe-
riod,thenumberofcontentblock-
ingorders issued to socialmedia
companies by the government
has also increased by almost
2,000per cent, data sharedwith
Parliamentshowed,highlighting
thegrowing trendof online cen-
sorshipinIndia.
According to thedata shared

in the Lok Sabha by former
Minister of State for Electronics
andITSanjayDhotre,thegovern-
mentorderedsocialmediacom-
panies to take down9,849 links
from their platforms under
Section69(A)of theInformation
Technology Act, 2000, in 2020,
compared to 471 such requests
madein2014,anincreaseof1,991
percent.
According to Twitter’s global

transparency reports, between
the same timeperiod, India has
made legal requests to remove
12,373piecesofcontentfromthe
microbloggingplatform,ofwhich
more than 9,000 requestswere
made in 2020 alone. This places
India in the fourth spot to issue
blocking orders between 2014
and 2020, after Japan, which
mademorethan55,000suchre-
quests;Turkeywhichmadeclose
to 50,000 requests; and Russia
whichordered removal ofmore
than36,000tweets.
Outsideof that time frame, in

the first six months of 2021,
Twitter was asked by various
Indiancourtsandthegovernment
toblock a littlemore than4,900
tweets—this coincidedwith the
companyblockingmorethan250
accounts in relation to sharing
“provocative”tweetsoverthethen
ongoingfarmers’protestsandthe
company receiving orders from
the government to take down
sometweetscriticalofthegovern-
ment’shandlingofCovid-19.
It isworthnotingthatTwitter

in its global transparency reports
doesnotofferabreakdownoflegal
blockingorders issuedbyvarious
courts and the government.
However,Twitter’spetitionagainst
theMinistryofElectronicsandIT’s
(MeitY’s)blockingordersrevealed
thatbetweenFebruary2021and
February2022, the government
ordered the company to block

morethan1,400accountsand175
tweets. Between2014and2020,
thegovernmentorderedGoogle
totakedownover9,000piecesof
contentfromserviceslikeSearch,
YouTube, Gmail, andBloggr, for
reasons like criticismof thegov-
ernment, defamation, adult con-
tent, and impersonation among
other things, an analysis of the
company’sglobaltransparencyre-
portsshow.UnlikeTwitter,Google
does offer a breakdownof how
many takedownnoticeswere is-
suedtoitbythegovernmentand
howmanyfromthecourts.

Incidentally, on Facebook,
takedowns have taken a down-
wardtrend.Forinstance, in2014,
thecompanyblockedover10,000
pieces of content,which further
rosetomorethan30,000linksbe-
ingblockedontheplatform.
However, in both 2019 and

2020, notmore than2,100 links
wereblockedontheplatform,as
per its transparency reports. In
these two years, the company
tookdowncontentfollowinggov-
ernment orders, including con-
tent against security of the state
andpublicorder.

NewDelhi: In a global first, the
SecuritiesandExchangeBoardof
India (Sebi) is planning to issue
regular‘riskfactordisclosures’on
market trends, including surges
and collapses, to help investors
make rightdecisionsby learning
from the regulator’s insights,
sourcessaid.
Themove,which is still in a

preliminary stage of discussion,
can help investors avoid a herd
mentality that hasbeenparticu-
larlywitnessed during the last
couple of years— startingwith
large-scaleselloffswhenthepan-
demichittheworldinearly2020,
followedsoonbyasharpsurgein
buyingof stockswithoutunder-
standing the fundamentals and
largely on account of get-rich-
quickstoriesandthensubsequent
losses.Particularlyofsignificance
hasbeenthelossessufferedbyin-
vestors ina largenumberof IPOs
intherecentpastandinthehighly
complicated futures andoptions
segmentof thecapitalmarket.
“Though the investors have

seen a fixed pattern play out in
everysinglecycle--thatis,every-

one rushes to buy shareswhen
thegoingisgoodandthentheyin-
dulgeinpanic-sellingwhenacri-
sis strikes. The basics of capital
market investments are always
thrown out of thewindowand
onekeyreasonforthatisthelack
of truly independent insights,” a
topofficialsaid.
Theofficial further saidmost

of theresearchmaterialavailable
in themarkethasbeenprepared
by themarket participantswho
havetheirownbusinessinterests
inmindandtherefore itcouldbe
agreat idea if the regulator itself
makespublicitsinsightsfromup-
swingsordowntrends.PTI

PSB leadership plan: IBA
seeks bids from institutes
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JULY10

THEIBAhasinvitedbidsfromad-
visory firmsand institutes tode-
sign anddeliver a leadershipde-
velopmentprogrammeforpublic
sector banks (PSBs) to prepare a
pipeline of leaders in tunewith
the increasing competitive land-
scape.Theselectedentitywillde-
signanddeliver thetrainingpro-
grammeforseniorofficersofPSBs,
includingchiefgeneralmanagers
(CGMs),generalmanagers(GMs)
and deputy general managers
(DGMs).
The trainingprogrammecan

bedeliveredthroughthreemodes

—online as e-learningmodules,
online through live
webinars/meetings and through
in-personmode, a public notice
said.Theobjectiveistodevelopfu-
turegenerationofleaderswhoare
digitally savvy, strategic thinkers
withcapabilitytobuildhighlycol-
laborative teamsandcreate cus-
tomer-centric organisations that
thriveinaverydynamiccompet-
itiveenvironment, itsaid.
“TheIndianBanks’Association

(IBA) has been requested by the
Financial Services Institutions
Bureau to appoint an Agency/
Firm/Institutiontodesignandde-
liver a leadership development
programme for Public Sector
BanksinIndia,” itsaid.WITHPTI

ElonMuskat therecentMetgala.Reuters file

WHILE THEmarket share
of private companies rose
to 51.82 per cent in June
2022from47.63percenta
yearago,PSUgeneralinsur-
ers lost themarket share
from42.23percentto37.85
per cent. Gross premium
collectionofgeneralinsur-
ancecompanies showeda
growthof 23percentatRs
54,492 crore for the quar-
terendedJune.
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Premiummobilisation:PSUgeneral
insurers losemarketshare inJunqtr

BETWEEN2014AND2020

Mars, but no Twitter: Musk captivates Sun Valley

Fundinginearly-stagedeals
duringQ2CY22continuedtobe
stableataround$800millionand
couldremainstableorevengrowin
thenextfewquarters--giventhat
entrepreneurialactivitycontinues
toflourishwithincreased
digitisationaswellasthequantum
ofventurecapitalfundswaitingto
bedeployedintheIndianmarket

Factors:
■Globalslowdown
■Decreaseintechstock
valuations
■ Inflation

‘Startup funding declines
40% to $6.8 bn in April-June’
Geopolitical instability appears to be taking a toll on the
Indian startupswith the total funding declining by 40 % to
$6.8 bn in the April-June quarter, as per a PwC India report

Overall funding landscape to take 12–18 months to stabilise, during which
it would be beneficial for startups to increase their ‘funding runway’. No
matter which stage a startup is in, they would do well to keep a close tab
on core business and ensure unit economics is strictly as per plan

Source:
PwC

India /PTI

Over60%Shareofearly-stage
deals inthetotalwithanaverage
ticketsizeof$5million,asperthe
PwCIndiareporttitled, ‘Startup
DealsTracker-Q2CY22.’

KEYSTARTUP
CITIES

NationalCapital
Region(NCR)

Bengaluru

Mumbai

❸ KEYPOINTS

1Accordingtoasource, a significant
numberof aircraft
techniciansdidnot
report fordutyon
Friday’snightshiftat
Hyderabadairport.
Thiswas followedby
techniciansnot
reporting fordutyon
Saturdaymorning
aswell.

2Thedisruptionsatthecountry’s
largestairlinecomeat
a timewhenrival
airlinessuchasAir
Indiaareconducting
recruitmentdrives, in
additionthoseby
upcomingairlinessuch
asAkasaAiranda
revived JetAirways.

3Just lastweek,daysafter thecabincrew
mass leave, IndiGo
restoredsalariesof
pilotsandcabincrew
byanadditional
8percent.

NEARLY2000%RISE IN GOVT
BLOCKINGORDERSSINCE2014

Source:Answerby formerMoS ITSanjayDhotre
inLokSabha inDecember2021

2014

471

2015

500

2016

633

2017

1,385

2018

2,799

2019

3,635

2020

9,849

Source:Google’sglobal transparencyreports

2014

547

2015

486

2016

575

2017

1,540

2018 2019

1,609

2020

1,880

2014 20 Global:1,228(1.6%)
2015 73 Global:4,692(1.5%)
2016 140 Global:11,120(1.2%)
2017 248 Global:12,737(1.9%)
2018 913 Global:23,464(3.9%)
2019 1,286 Global:46,291(2.7%)
2020 9,693 Global:80,744(12%)
*Legal requests forcontentremoval includeboth
govt’sordersandthose issuedbythecourts
Note:Between2014-20;figuresinbracketshowIndia’sshareoftotal;Twitterin
itsglobaltransparencyreportsdoesnotofferbreakdownoflegalblockingorders
issuedbyvariouscourts&govt;source:Twitter’sglobaltransparencyreports

LEGALREQUESTSFORCONTENTREMOVAL
ONTWITTERSAWJUMPOFOVER48,000%

TOP3COUNTRIES TOORDERREMOVALOF
CONTENT TO TWITTERBETWEEN2014-2020

55,056
JAPAN

49,509
TURKEY

36,718
RUSSIA

2,454

CONTENTBLOCKINGORDERSTOGOOGLEBYGOVT

Content blocking orders
by govt and courts to
Twitter soars 48,000%

Mahindra open
to investing in
EV battery cell
maker: CEO
REUTERS
NEWDELHI,JULY10

MAHINDRA&Mahindra could
considerinvestinginabattery-cell
companytomeetfutureelectrifi-
cationneeds,itsCEOsaid,afterthe
companyraisedfundsforitsnew
electricvehicle (EV)unitata$9.1
billionvaluation.
MahindraonThursdayraised

$250 million from British
International Investment for the
unitandisexploringapartnership
with Volkswagen AG to source
suchEVcomponentsasbatteries
and motors. While the
Volkswagen deal would meet
Mahindra’s “short to medium
term” battery needs,Mahindra
CEOAnishShahsaidthecompany
wasopentolookingatsomesort
of “investment with a global
leader”inthebattery-cellspaceif
it needed to secure future sup-
plies.“Ourintentisnottogetinto
(manufacturing)batteries,”Shah
said in an interview. “There are
peoplewho do it verywell.We
canpartnerwiththem;wecould
beaco-investorinsomeform.We
don’tneedtoownitandrunit.”

CEOs see better job creation chances,
policy tightening in H1FY23: CII poll
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JULY10

AMAJORITYofCEOsinapollcon-
ductedbyCIIanticipateimproved
job creation prospects in their
companiesinthefirsthalfofFY23
endingSeptember,evenasexpec-
tationsofmonetarytighteningare
pervasive, theindustrybodysaid
onSunday.
Therecentpollwasconducted

by CII at its Second National
CouncilMeeting forFY23,which
sawaparticipation of 136CEOs
fromacrossthecountry.

“Further, GDP growth is ex-
pected tobe in the rangeof 7per
centto8percentasrevealedby57
percentoftheCEOswhileonly34
percentofthemanticipatebelow
7percentexpansionintheecon-
omy,”saidCII.Besides,abouthalfof
theCEOs(49percent)feltthatru-
raldemandwouldbebetterinH1
FY23as against the sameperiod
last year. The results reveal that
while expectations ofmonetary
tighteningarepervasive,giventhe
sharp increase in inflation and
heightenedinflationexpectations,
overalloutlookforH1(April-Sept)
FY23looksrobust,CIIsaid.

A major percentage of the
CEOs revealed an upbeat senti-
ment—as44percentofthemfelt
that their company’s revenue
growthwouldbe in the rangeof
10per cent to20per centduring
firsthalf of FY23, followedbyan-
other32percentof theCEOsan-
ticipating a bigger jump in rev-
enues, ofmore than20per cent
duringthesameperiod,CIIstated.
“The CII CEOs Poll results

clearlydemonstratetheresilience
ofIndianindustryandthepositive
businessperformanceoutlook...,”
saidChandrajitBanerjee,director
general,CII.WITHPTI

BRIEFLY
Accolitehiring
NewDelhi: Texas-based IT
firmAccolite Digital plans
to raise headcount by over
three-fold in India to
around 8,500 in the next
threeyears, a topcompany
official said.

Marutigrowth
NewDelhi:Maruti Suzuki
India plans to protect and
enhanceitsmarketsharein
the non-SUV spacewhile
expandingpresence in the
SUVsegment,where it has
been lagging behind the
competition, as part of a
twin-pronged strategy, as
peraseniorofficial.PTI

‘Sebi looking at
issuing market risk
factor disclosures’

Sebiheadquarters,Mumbai

New Delhi
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Djoker beats Talker
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WIMBLEDON, JULY 10

NOVAK DJOKOVIC waited. He waited for
NickKyrgios to lose focus and losehisway.
Waited to find the proper read on his foe's
bigserves.Waiteduntilhisownlevelroseto
theoccasion.Djokovic is not botheredbya
deficit— in a game, a set, amatch. He does
not mind problem-solving. And at
Wimbledon, for quite some time now, he
doesnot get defeated.
Djokovicusedhissteadybrilliancetobeat

the ace-delivering, trick-shot-hitting, con-
stantly chattering Kyrgios 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6
(3)onSundayforafourthconsecutivecham-
pionshipattheAllEnglandClubandseventh
overall. “Every single time, it getsmore and
more meaningful and special," the top-
seededDjokovic said.
“Italwayshasbeen,andwillbe,themost

specialtournamentinmyheart.Theonethat
motivatedmeandinspiredmetostartplay-
ingtennisinasmall littlemountainresortin
Serbia.”Heextendedhisunbeatenrunatthe
grass-court Grand Slam tournament to 28
matchesandraisedhiscareerhaulto21ma-
jor trophies, breaking a tie with Roger
Federer andmoving just one behind Rafael
Nadal's 22 for the most in the history of
men's tennis.
Amongmen,onlyFederer,witheight,has

won more titles at Wimbledon than
Djokovic.Intheprofessionalera,onlyFederer
was older (by less than a year) than the 35-
year-old Djokovicwhenwinning at the All
EnglandClub.Thiscomebackonasun-filled
afternoon followed those in the quarterfi-
nals,whenDjokovicerasedatwo-setdeficit
againstNo.10seedJannikSinner,and inthe
semifinals,whenNo.9CamNorriegrabbed
the opening set. In last year's titlematch at
Wimbledon,Djokovicdroppedtheopening
set. Inthe2019final,heerasedtwochampi-
onshippointsagainst Federer.

Solid start
Kyrgioswas terrific at the start Sunday,

almost perfect in the first set, with 11 aces
before he made a second unforced error.
Could it last, though? Therewere two par-
ticularly keymoments, ones that Kyrgios
wouldnotletgoashebeganengaginginrun-
ningmonologues,shoutingathimselforhis
entourage (which does not include a full-
time coach), earning awarning for cursing,
findingreasontodisagreewiththechairum-
pire he fist-bumped before thematch, and
chuckingawaterbottle.
Inthesecondset,withDjokovicservingat

5-3, Kyrgios got to love-40— a trio of break
points.ButKyrgiosplayedacoupleofcasual
returns, andDjokoviceventuallyheld.
Whenthatsetended,Kyrgioswaveddis-

missively toward his box, sat down and
droppedhisrackettotheturf, thengroused,
tonoone inparticular: “Itwas love-40!Can
itgetanybiggerorwhat?!Isthatbigenough
for you?!” And then, in the third set, with
Kyrgiosservingat4-all,40-love,heagain let
a seemingly sealed game get away, with
Djokovicbreaking there.
The40th-rankedKyrgioswastryingtobe-

comethe firstunseededmen's championat
Wimbledon sinceGoran Ivanisevic in 2001.
Ivanisevic is nowDjokovic's coach andwas
intheCentreCourtguestboxfor thematch.
Kyrgios, the 27-year-old Australian, had

never had been past the quarterfinals in 29
previousGrandSlamappearances—andthe

last timehemade it even that farwas 7 1/2
yearsago.
Still, his talent is unmistakable. But over

theyears,Kyrgioshasdrawnmorenoticefor
his preference for style over substance on
court,his tempestuousness thathasearned
himejectionsandsuspensionsandhis taste
for thenightlife.
Duringthepasttwoweeksalone,Kyrgios

rackedup$14,000infines—oneforspitting
atahecklingspectatorafterafirst-roundvic-
tory,anotherforcursingduringawildlycon-
tentious win against No. 4 seed Stefanos
Tsitsipas in the third round — and caught
flack forwearinga redhatandsneakersbe-
fore or after matches at a place where all-
white clothing is mandated. Word also
emerged that he is due in court inAustralia
to faceanassault allegation.
On Sunday, Kyrgios tried shots between

his legs, hit somewith his back to the net,
pounded serves at up to 136mph and pro-
duced30 aces. Heused anunderarmserve,
then fakedone later.
Forallof thesignificantrecordsandother

factoidsloggedinthe560-pageWimbledon
Compendium— including categories such
as “ambidextrous players” or “runners-up
whoworeglassesinafinal”—nomentionis
madeof “underarmserves inagentleman's
final,”butitseemssafetosaythatwasafirst.
Perhaps, in someways, it would have

been fitting for such a unique player to
emerge as the champion at such a unique
Wimbledon.
AllplayersrepresentingRussiaorBelarus

were banned by the All England Club be-
causeof thewarinUkraine;amongthemen
that kept out of the fieldwereNo. 1-ranked
Daniil Medvedev, the reigning U.S. Open
champion, and No. 8 Andrey Rublev. In re-
sponse,theWTAandATPprofessionaltennis
tourstooktheunprecedentedstepofrevok-
ingall rankingpoints fromWimbledon.
There'smore: Federermissed the tour-

namentforthefirsttimesincethelate1990s
becauseheisstill recoveringfromaseriesof
operationsonhis right knee. TheNo. 2man
intherankings,AlexanderZverev,satoutaf-
ter tearing ankle ligaments at the French
Open. Three of the top 20 seededmen, in-
cluding 2021 runner-upMatteo Berrettini,
pulled out ofWimbledon after it began be-
cause they testedpositive forCOVID-19.

A rare occurrence
AndNadalwithdrewbeforehewassup-

posed to face Kyrgios in the semifinals, the
first time since 1931 that a man gave
walkoveratWimbledon inasemifinalor fi-
nal. Djokovic and Kyrgios have not always
gotten along. Kyrgios was quite critical of
Djokovicpubliclyuntilhebecameoneofthe
earliestvoicesbackingtheSerbianduringthe
legal saga that played out before the
Australian Open in January, culminating in
Djokovic being deported from that country
becauseheisnotvaccinatedagainstCOVID-
19(whichalsomightpreventhimfrompar-
ticipating in theU.S.Open inAugust).
That apparentlyhelped create adétente

of sorts; Kyrgios used the term“bromance”
to describe their relationship status. They
kiddedaroundviasocialmediaonSaturday,
tradingmessages about heading for drinks
ordinner,with thewinner footing thebill.
“He's a bit of a god, I'm not going to lie,”

Kyrgios saidduring the trophyceremony.
“I thought Iplayedwell. You'vewonthe

championship I don't even know how
many times.”

Afterdropping first set,Djokovicclawsbackwinning in four tocapturehis21stGrandSlamsingles title

REUTERS
JULY10

CHARLES LECLERC survived a late throttle
scaretowintheAustrianGrandPrixforFerrari
on Sunday and roar back as Formula One
worldchampionshipleaderMaxVerstappen's
closestrival.RedBull'sVerstappenhadtoset-
tleforsecond,stillwithacomfortable38-point
leadovertheMonegasqueafter11of22races
andbanking a bonuspoint for fastest lap on
topofhisSaturdaysprintwin.
Mercedes'seven-timesworldchampion

Lewis Hamilton was a distant third, after
starting eighth, to complete thepodium for
the third race in a row. "Ohmy God. I was
scared. I was really scared," said a relieved
Leclerc over the radio after taking the che-
quered flag at the Red Bull Ring with
Verstappen in hismirrors and one and half
secondsbehind.
HeovertooktheDutchdriverthreetimes

ontrackintheracebut,aftertwoenginefail-
ures in the previous five, feared the win
mightstill slip throughhis fingersashebat-

tledathrottleproblemoverthelastfewlaps.
"Itwouldgetstuckat20or30%throttlein

the low speeds, so it was very tricky. We
managedtomake it stickuntil theendand I
am so happy," said Leclerc. "I definitely
neededthatone.Thelastfiveraceshavebeen
incredibly difficult for myself and for the
team.To finally showthatwehave thepace
in thecarandwecando it is incredible."

Sainz out in flames
Leclerc'sSpanishteammateCarlosSainz,

a first timewinnerat Silverstone lastweek-
end,had already retiredwith a fiery engine
failure. Flames erupted from the rear of the
car as hepulled off with 14 laps to gowhile
chasing a likely Ferrari one-two. Sainz tried
to scramble clear but the car began rolling
backwards before amarshal stopped it and
extinguished the fire.
ChampionshipleadersRedBullalsosuf-

fered a retirementwith Verstappen's team
mateSergioPerez,secondoverallgoinginto
the race, damaging his car in a first lap col-
lision with Mercedes' George Russell and
stopping on lap 26. Russell ended up

fourthdespiteafive-secondpenaltyforcaus-
ing the collision.
ThewinwasLeclerc'sthirdof theseason,

fifthof his careerand first sinceAustralia in
April as well as the first time he was won
fromanywhereotherthanpoleposition.For
Ferrari itwasthesecondinarow,afterarun
of six successive Red Bull wins, and first in

Austria since Michael Schumacher in
2003.TheItalianteamarenow56pointsbe-
hindRedBull.Verstappenhadbeenchasing
hisfourthAustrianGPwininfiveyears,with
his Orange Army out in their tens of thou-
sands to cheer him on. Organisers put the
weekend attendance at 303,000.
"Unfortunately I couldn't give them awin

todaybutsecondplaceisstillagoodresult,"
he said.

Schumacher scores again
Alpine'sEstebanOconwasfifth,aheadof

Mick Schumacher -- who scored the first
Formula One points of his career at
Silverstonelastweekend--insixthforHaas.
TheGermanwasvoteddriverof theday.
Lando Norris finished seventh for

McLaren ahead of Haas's KevinMagnussen
andMcLaren'sDanielRicciardowithAlpine's
FernandoAlonsotakingthe finalpointafter
startinglastonthegrid.Thestartinggridwas
set by the sprint, the second of the season,
wonbyVerstappenfrompolepositionwith
Leclercsecond.Thetopeightinthatracetook
points. Verstappen led from the start on
Sunday,withLeclercinclosepursuitasPerez
andRussell tangledwith theMexican spin-
ning into thegravel.
LeclercpassedtheRedBullonlap12,div-

ingdown the insideof turn four,with Sainz
movingup to secondafterVerstappen then
pittedandcamebackout ineighth.
The lead changed hands again through

the pitstops before Leclerc, who had pitted
andwasonfreshertyres,passedVerstappen
for the third timeon lap53.

Top-3 fined
Austrian Grand Prix podium finishers

Charles Leclerc,Max Verstappen and Lewis
Hamiltonwere handed suspended 10,000
euro ($10,000) finesonSunday for abreach
of post-raceprocedures.
Race stewards summoned Ferrari, Red

Bull andMercedes representativesafter the
podiumcelebrationsfollowingareportfrom
the race director. They said video evidence
had confirmed the drivers' physios and/or
drivers' assistantshadenteredparce ferme,
theclosedpit lanearea,withoutpermission
andinviolationofanestablishedprocedure.
The ban on them entering the area is to

ensurenoitemsarehandedtodriversbefore
theyareweighed.
Thestewardssaidthefinewassuspended

fortheremainderof theseasonandwarned
driversthattheindividualsconcernedcould
havetheirpassesrevokedif therewasa"sys-
temicviolation".

Ferrari’s Leclerc wins in Austria after late scare, Hamilton distant 3rd
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AFIfinallygives
JeswinnodforWorlds

New Delhi: Long
jumper Jeswin
Aldrin was on
Sundayclearedby
the Athletics
FederationofIndia
(AFI)totakepartin
the upcoming

WorldChampionships despite failing
totouchthestipulatedmarkinthetwo
trialsheldearlierthismonth.Aldrinwas
calledfortrialsonJuly4and8andasked
tojumpcloseto8.10mmarktotakepart
intheJuly15-24WorldChampionships
inEugene,USA.But,hecouldonlyclear
7.99mand7.93minthetwotrialsheld
in Thiruvananthapuramand Patiala.
The AFI, however, decided to allow
Aldrintocompeteintheshowpiece.

Babuta,Makhijaenter
10mAirRiflefinal
Changwon:India'sArjunBabuta,Paarth
Makhijaqualifiedforthemen's10mAir
Rifle final at the ISSF ShootingWorld
Cuphere on Sunday. Arjun scored an
impressive630.5 inthe60-shotquali-
ficationstagetofinishsecondinthe53-
strongfield.Paarth,ontheotherhand,
finishedfifthwithascoreof628.4.The
third Indianshooter in theMen's10m
AirRifleevent,ShahuTusharshot624.4
to finish 30th. Veteran Israeli shooter
SergeyRichtertoppedthechartwitha
scoreof631.6.

Haryana,SSCB
continuetodominate
Chennai:ElevenwomenfromHaryana
andasmanymenfromServicesSports
Control Board (SSCB)moved into the
semifinals of the Youth Men's and
Women's National Boxing
Championships here on Sunday.
Reigning Asian Youth Champion
Tamanna (50kg) fromHaryana con-
vincingly defeated Maharashtra's
SimranVerma in a unanimous deci-
sion.AsianYouthChampionshipsilver
medallistKirti(81+kg)dominatedher
boutagainstAswinBijuofKeralafrom
thebeginningwhichforcedthereferee
tostopthecontest inthefirstround.

IndianGMIniyan
finishessecond
La Plagne (France): India's teenage
GrandmasterPIniyanfinishedsecond
in the La Plagne International Open
ChessTournament2022here.The19-
year-oldGMscored7pointsfromnine
roundstotiefortopspotwithUkraine
GMVitaly Sivukearly onSunday. The
Ukrainian,however,wonthefirstprize
onthebasisofabettertie-breakscore.
India's SayantanDaswith 6.5 points
tookthethirdplace.

WorldGames:Verma,
Jyothiwinbronze
Birmingham (USA): The Indian com-
poundmixed team archery duo of
Abhishek Verma and Jyothi Surekha
Vennamwonabronzemedal by get-
ting the better of their rivals from
Mexico by one point at the World
Gameshere.Havingstartedoffwitha
perfectfirstround,theIndianduofaced
someresistance fromAndreaBecerra
andMiguel Becerra,who levelled the
secondend.ButVermaandJyothiheld
their nerves to return strongly in the
thirdendbeforeslottinginaperfectfi-
nal round to clinch it 157-156 in their
bronzemedal playoff on Saturday.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

BRIEFLY

NAMITKUMAR
JULY10

AHEADOFtheChampionshipsatWimbledon
thisyear,theAllEnglandClubsaidthey“remain
unwillingtoacceptsuccessorparticipationat
Wimbledonbeingused tobenefit thepropa-
gandamachineoftheRussianregime”asthey
bannedRussianandBelarusianplayers from
theevent.WithElenaRybakina’sbreakthrough
triumphon Saturday, things havenot quite
gonethewaytheywouldhaveliked.
RybakinawasborninRussiaandstillhasa

home inMoscow. The23-year-old,whobe-
camethefirstplayerfromKazakhstantowina
GrandSlamtitle,emigratedtoherneighbour-
ingcountrytotakeadvantageoftoptennisfa-
cilities, apaid stipend, andmanyother things
offeredtoherbytheKazakhstantennisfeder-
ation.TheAllEnglandClub’sbanwasunpopu-
larnotjustinRussia,butallovertheworldand
eventuallyrebukedbythemen’sandwomen’s
tours.AndnowsomeRussianshaveannounced
Rybakina’striumphasoneoftheirown.

Russianreaction
In thehours that followedRybakina’s re-

markableWimbledontriumph,bothRussians
andKazakhstanisjumpedtotakecreditforher
win.Qassym-Jomart Tokayev, Kazakhstan’s
President,tweeted:“Kazakhstanitennisplayer
ElenaRybakinahaswonahistoricvictoryinthe
most prestigiousWimbledon tournament. I
sincerelycongratulateourathlete.”
But Russian tennis federation president

ShamilTarpischev,whohadcalledthe23-year-
old“ourproduct”priortothefinal,said“It’sthe
Russianschool,afterall.Sheplayedherewithus
for a long time,” after thewinperAP. Russia

Today,astate-controlledmediaoutlet,ledwith
theheadline‘Russian-bornRybakinatriumphs
atWimbledon’ontheirwebsite.
There has been plenty of backlash to

Wimbledon’smove,notfollowedbyanyother
eventontour,anditscriticscategorisingitasan
unfairpunishmenttoathletescompetinginan
individualcapacityfortheactionsoftheirpolit-
ical leaders. But theAll EnglandClub’s stance
was solid, andwithRussian commentators
nowtakingcreditforRybakina’striumph,their
decisionhaseffectivelyresultedintheveryout-
cometheyweretryingtoprevent.

TheKazakhconnection
Attheageof18,Rybakinawasputinadif-

ficultpositionwithregardtoherfuture.Anex-
tremely promising junior player, who had
playedtheWimbledonjuniorseventunderthe
Russianflag,shewaspresentedtwoopportu-
nities.Thefirstwastotakethescholarshipof-
ferpresentedtohertocompleteacollegiateed-
ucationintheUnitedStates.Thesecondwasto
takeupthehandsomefinancialofferpresented
toherbytheKazakhstanTennisFederation.
Ultimately, she switched allegiances to

Kazakhstanandhasrepresentedthemonthe
internationalstagesince2019-evennarrowly
missingoutonamedalattheTokyoOlympics
last year. Perhapsunfairly, Rybakina’snation-
alityhasbeenadominant themearoundher
Wimbledonrunthisyear.Butshehasbeende-
cisiveinthefaceof somedifficultquestions.“I
didn’tchoosewhereIwasborn.Peoplebelieved
inme.Kazakhstansupportedmesomuch.Even
today,Iheardsomuchsupport.Isawtheflags,
soIdon’tknowhowtoanswerthesequestions,”
shesaidafterthefinal. Therehavebeennoof-
ficial statements from the Kremlin on
Rybakina’s triumphso far, and it isdifficult to

seethemtakingcredit forhersuccesswhenit
wastheir lackof supportthatdrovehertoan-
othercountry. Rybakinaisnotaloneinaccept-
ingKazakhstan’s offer. Yulia Putintseva,who
haswon2singles titles andhasacareer-high
rankingofNo.27alsoswitchedallegiances.So
didAlexanderBublik,whose showmanship
andflashyshot-makinghavemadehimadan-
gerousopponentonthemen’stour,andareg-
ularfeatureinpopulartenniscompilationson
YouTube.

Medvedevconsolidates topspot
Themen’s andwomen’s tours reacted

strictlytotheAllEnglandClub’sban,stripping
Wimbledonofrankingpointsthisyear.Thanks
tothat,Russiantenniscannotonlystakeclaim
on the reigningwomen’sWimbledoncham-
pion, butperhapsmore legitimately, also the
men’sWorldNo.1DaniilMedvedev.
DespiteNovakDjokovic’sWimbledon tri-

umph, hewill bedropping to seventh in the
Worldrankings,givingtheRussianahugemar-
ginforerroratthetop.
He is over 900 points ahead of No. 2

Alexander Zverev and nearly 2,000 points
aheadofNo.3RafaelNadal,bothofwhomhave
uncertainseasonsaheadofthemduetoinjury.
Djokovic,whocanstillgaingroundintherank-
ings,hashisparticipationintheAmericanhard-
courtswingandsubsequentUSOpenindoubt
duetohisunvaccinatedstatus,puttingthings
furtherinhisfavour.
The26-year-oldMedvedevisawell-known

hardcourtspecialist.AndAmericahasbeenhis
favouritehuntingground.Withhispathclear
over the next fourmonths, he is the heavy
favourite to finish theyear asWorldNo.1 for
thefirsttime-oneofthesport’sbiggestachieve-
ments.

RESULTS
DRIVER TIME/RETIRED PTS
Leclerc 1:24:24.312 25
Verstappen +1.532s 19
Hamilton +41.217s 15
Russell +58.972s 12
Ocon +68.436s 10
Schumacher +1 lap 8
Norris +1 lap 6
Magnussen +1 lap 4
Ricciardo +1 lap 2
Alonso +1 lap 1

Every single time, it gets more and more meaningful and special. It (Wimbledon) always has been, and will be,
the most special tournament in my heart. The one that motivated me and inspired me to start playing tennis in a

small little mountain resort in Serbia.
NOVAKDJOKOVIC, 2022WIMBLEDON CHAMPION

Russia now revels in Rybakina triumph

Djokovicusedhissteadybrilliancetobeattheace-delivering,trick-shot-hitting,constantlychatteringKyrgios4-6,6-3,6-4,7-6(3). AP

CharlesLeclerc hasnowmovedupto
secondoverall. Reuters

He’s (Djokovic) a bit of a god, I'mnot going to
lie. thought I playedwell. You'vewon the
championship I don't even knowhowmany
times.”

NICKKYRGIOS

New Delhi
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FORMERCAPTAINDineshChandimalscored
a hundred as Sri Lanka reached 431-6 at
stumps on day three of the second test
against Australia on Sunday. Sri Lanka now
leadsby67runswith fourwickets inhand.
ItwasaterrificeffortbyChandimal,who

stitchedsomecrucialpartnershipswiththe
middleordertogivethehomesidetheedge
afteradisappointingbattingperformancein
the first test that they lostby tenwickets.
Walkingouttobatinthethirdoverof the

dayafterthedismissalofovernightbatsman
Kusal Mendis, Chandimal was aggressive
earlyonintheinningswithclose-infielders
pilingonthepressure.
His first scoring shotwas a boundary as

the right-hander gave Nathan Lyon the
chargeanddrovehimpast cover.
Theverynextballhesentdownthetrack

again and lofted the off-spinner over long-
off for six. That gave him some breathing
space andwith the field spreading out, he
settled in.they fought their way back into
thegame.
Brief Scores:Australia 364 vs Sri Lanka

431/6 in 149 overs (D Chandimal 118*, D
Karunaratne86,KMendis85,AMathews52;
MStarc2/47). Sri Lanka leadby67runs

Chandimal ton
gives Sri Lanka a
67-run lead

Shettigar shocks top seed
Pranav, Unnati progresses
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JULY10

HARYANA'S HIGHLY rated Unnati Hooda,
seeded fifth at the country's premier junior
tournament,KrishnaKhaitanMemorial,was
ruthlessinbeatingAP'sDurgaIshaKandrapu,
21-13,21-9intheRoundof64atPanchkulaon
Sunday. Top seedSakshi Phogat of Rajasthan
wasstretchedbyTelangana'sDritiBhonsle21-
5,18-21,21-9inthemidsettoalsoprogress.
Hooda,alreadyawinnerofaseniortitlein

Orissa,isexpectedtofightforthetitle,though
otherseededrivalsalsoadvancedontheday.
Notably, the tall second seed Anupama
Upadhyayabenefittedfromawalkover,while
Devika Sihag, completing the trio of higher
seeds from Haryana, was put through a
wringerbyKarnataka'sGloriaAthavale,fight-
ing back for a 19-21, 21-10, 21-19 win.
AkankshaMatte, 4th seed, also rallied back
againstMP's PriyankaPant towin17-21, 21-
12, 21-17. Tara Shah, another contender,was
clinical in beating Gayathri Jaiswal of
Karnataka, 21-19, 21-11.Maharashtra's Riya
Habbuplayedwellbutcouldn'tbeatUP'sGargi,
andbecamethehighestseededcasualtyofthe
day, losing21-17,21-19.
Maharashtra'sRakshaKandasamyputup

agoodfightbutcouldn'tdefeatTanviSharma
ofPunjab,goingdown22-20,21-11.
TamilNadu'sRakshitaSreeSwasengaged

inoneoftheday'smostexcitingbattles,trump-
ingoverHaryana'sAnmolKharb,21-19,22-20.
While Shreya Lelewin the battle if Gujarat
against statemateAdita Rao,winning21-16,

11-21,21-19.Telangana'sShriyanshiValishetty
took somedoing to down tenth seedNeysa
Cariappa21-19, 21-23, 21-7, asNeysa fought
gamelyafterdroppingthefirstset.

Shettigar causesbigupset
Maharashtra boy Pranay Shettigar pro-

ducedtheday'sbiggestresultwhendowning
boys' U19 top seed PranavRaoGandhamof
Telangana, 21-17, 21-15. Sanskar Saraswat of
Rajasthan, seeded sixth, defeated Jaskaran
Singh21-16, 21-15. 16thDishantAhlawat of
Haryanawas shut down21-16, 16-21, 23-21
by Punjab's Akarshit Sharma.While Tamil
Nadu'sSugiSaiBalaSinghaGbeatbackNikhil
Chetry17-21,21-15,21-15.
Results:GirlsU19:(1)SakshiPhogat(RAJ)

btABhonsleDriti(TS)21-5,18-21,21-9;
JahnaviNammi(AP)btStutiAgrawal(Dli)

21-13,21-13;(3):ShreyaLele(Guj)btAditaRao
(Guj) 21-16, 11-21, 21-19; Rijul Saini (Har) bt
MeenalRautela(Dli)21-13,21-9,UnnatiHooda
(Har) btDurga IshaKandrapu(AP) 21-13, 21-
9;TanviSharma(Pnb)btRakshaKandasamy
(Mah)22-20,21-11;ShriyanshiValishetty(TS)
bt(10)NeysaCariappaA.21-19,21-23,21-7;
Samayara Panwar (UP) bt Tanisha Singh

(Raj)21-11,21-14;(12)HrisshaDubey(Mah)bt
RiddhimaRaturi(Har)21-19,16-21,22-20
BoysU19: PranayShettigar (Mah)bt (1)

Pranav Rao Gandham 21-17, 21-15; Gagan
(Har) bt Sri Mohit Veera Venkata S K (AP).
21-9, 13-21, 21-15; Aryan Sharma (Dli) bt
Ankit Mondal (WB) 23-21, 21-17;
DheemanthRamavath(TS)btTarunMorab
(14)23-21, 21-17.

PranayShettigarcelebratesafterwinningthematch. JasbirMalhi

SANDIPG
JULY10

SOAKEDINsweatandapplause,Suryakumar
Yadavwalkedoff thegroundasa tragichero.
Justwhen theelusive shores of victorydrew
closer,themanwhohadanchoredtheshipto-
wardsthesandsdrowned.Intheend,Indialost
thematchby17runs—thetargetof216always
seemedsteep—butnotafterthemostrefined
ofhundredsonewouldbeholdinaT20game.
Like all great batsmen—Yadav is on the

way, if hecouldproducemoresuchevenings
—hegavehope.Themountainofrunsalways
seemedunsurpassable.
Atonepoint, Indiawere31for3,with the

established trio of Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma
andRishabhPantallbackinthedugout.Atan-
otherpoint,Indiarequired120off48balls.The
stadiumhadbeguntoempty.Thereweredis-
tracted anddismayed faces. AnEnglandwin
seemedall but a formality in a dead-rubber
game after India had sealed the series on
Saturday.
But Yadav breathedhope, he drilled in a

senseof belief that something specialwas to
unfold.Evenwhenthematchseemeddrifting
away fromhis team,when awin dwindled
fromthehorizon, he believed andmade the
audiencewillhimontoo.Hemightstillbenew
tointernationalcricket,withexperienceofonly
25white-ball games.However, he is not too
youngtoscalestatisticalpeaks-he isalready
300dayspasthis31stbirthday–andwhenhe
ishere,whenhe isbattingasastoundinglyas
hedid in this innings, hepromises toorches-
tratesomethingtrulyremarkableinhistime.
All ittookwasaboundarytoreverttheat-

tentionofthedistractedaudience.Hisfirsthit
to the fence.Hecoaxeda lowfull-tossonoff-
stumpfromRichardGleesonthroughthecov-
ers.Hehadnonaturalroomtomanoeuvrethe
shot, butmanufactured itwith a dexterous
twitchofthewrists,thelast-momentopening
of thebat-face.
Itwas just a staple Yadav shot. But in the

context,more thana shot.Awake-upcall for
theEnglandbowlers, analarmfor thedozing
spectators.
Inthatsense,allofYadav’sstrokeswereglo-

rious; only someweremore glorious. Like a
cover-driven six off Gleeson. Yadav backed
away, on sixth stump on the leg-side. So,
Gleesonflungtheballwideandfull.ButYadav
possesses suchgoodhands thathe stretched
hisbat,gottothepitchof theball,openedthe
batfaceandlofteditoverextracover.Thegreat-
est quality of his is that he is alwaysmoving,
yetremarkablystill.
He can be onhis haunches, on the knee,

trottingdownthestriporshufflingtotheleg-
side, but is always in control, always a step
aheadofthebowlers,alwaysmanipulatingthe
gaps.Hehas fasthands, anda fasterhead.He
hasnimblefeetandnimblerwrists.Thewhirl
of thewrists at the lastmoment helpswith
placementaswellaspower-generation.Those
wristswereprominentevenwhenhesweeps,
a reason theball goes finer than squarer. The
four that ferriedhim tohis hundred toowas
allwrists—asheglidedtheball,one-handed,
tothethird-manboundary.
The centurywas achieved inmerely 48

ballsandwithnotastrokeinanger.Itwasartis-
ticbrutalitythatafflictedEnglandbowlers.

Bowlershadnoanswer
And for a goodmeasure of his innings,

Englandwereclueless.JosButtler,thenewcap-
tain,justkeptshufflingthebowlersandchang-
ingthefieldinwishfulnessratherthanbelief.
He thrust all his hopes onDavidWilley,

England’smost successful bowler. ButYadav
consignedhim to a square-drive off the first
ball before effortlessly dropping to his
haunches and flicking him over backward
square-legforasix.Shortly,theseasonedChris
Jordanwas creamed through extra cover.
Buttlerpanicked,andofallthealternatives,in-
troducedpart-timespinnerLiamLivingstone.
Yadav took full toll on him, smearing three
foursinhisover.
Almostimmediately,hewaspulledoutof

theattack.Yadavclangedthehandbrakesand
waitedforLivingstone’sreintroduction.Hedid
not strike a boundary for the 12 balls, but

blasted twosixes inhisnext over, the21-run
overthatrevivedIndia’shopes.Butthescore-
card flashed99 runsoff 42balls. Soon,Yadav
hadwhittledtherequirementto40off12balls,
andthen25off8beforethatfatalshotofhis.His
clarity of thought and approach
would havemadeMSDhoni,who
was in attendance at the stadium,
proud.
He could not wrap up the in-

nings,butoncurrentform,noIndian
batsman looks as comfortable in
T20s as Yadav does. He reads the
ebbsandflowsofthematch,under-
standsthepulseofthegame,batsat
thepacethesituationdemandshim
to, and could seamlessly straddle
multiple roles. He could be a de-
stroyer, enforcer, finisher andeven
stabiliser. In short, he could be the
perfectT20batsman.Orat least,his
hundredwas thenear-perfect T20
hundred.
If only he had the support —

therewasnonebutaricketyShreyas
Iyer,withwhomheaccumulated119
runs, ofwhich Iyer scoredonly 28.
But it is days like these andknocks
like these that make batsmen. A
tragichero,butaherononetheless.
BriefScores:England215/7in20

overs (Dawid Malan 77, Liam
Livingstone42*;RaviBishnoi(2/30),
HarshalPatel(2/35)beatIndia198/9
in20overs(SuryakumarYadav117;
ReeceTopley3/22)by17runs

SuryakumarYadavcelebratesafter reachinghiscenturyonSunday.AP

Surya shines in defeat
Yadav’smesmerising toncan’tget Indiaover the lineasEnglandwinby

17runs toregisterconsolationwin inhigh-scoringgame
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