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Corbevaxgets
approval as first
mix-and-match
booster vaccine
BiologicalE:Trial showedsignificant
enhancement in immuneresponse

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

VACCINE MANUFACTURER
Biological E’s protein sub-unit
Covid-19 vaccine Corbevax has
becomethe first tobeapproved
by the country’s drug regulator
as a heterologous booster in
adults,meaningthosewhohave
received Covishield or Covaxin
as their first or seconddose can
take it asa thirdbooster shot.
Sofar,mixing-and-matching

ofCovid-19vaccineswasnotal-
lowedinIndiaandthethirddose

hadtobethesamevaccineused
for the first andseconddose.
With the Drug Controller

Generalof India(DCGI)nowap-
proving the heterologous
booster, the government will
have to takea call onwhether it
shouldbe included in thecoun-
try’s freevaccinationdrive.
Indiahassofaradministered

193.9 crore doses of vaccine in
total,ofwhich101crorearefirst
doses, 89 crore second doses,
and 3.5 crore precaution doses,
according to data from the gov-
ernment’sCoWINportal.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Hyderabad
rape: 2 of 3
juveniles held,
DCP says one
‘son of VIP’
SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JUNE4

TWO OF three juveniles, al-
legedlyinvolvedinthegangrape
ofa17-year-oldstudentinanup-
scaleareaofHyderabadonMay
28,werearrestedSaturday.
So far, four of five suspects

havebeenarrested.Policeteams
have fanned out to look for the
fifth, also a juvenile,who is said
tobeontherun.
The BJP, Congress and Jana

SenaPartyhavebeenprotesting
acrossHyderabad,claimingthat
some among the accused are
sonsof politiciansandattempts
arebeingmadetoshieldthem–
a charge rejected by Telangana
HomeMinisterMMahmoodAli.
Deputy Commissioner of

Police Joel Davis said two CCLs
(child inconflictwith law)were
apprehendedbypoliceandpro-
ducedbeforea JuvenileCourt.
“Oneof the juvenileaccused

is the son of a VIP,” Davis said,
addingthatitisanoffencetogive
outparticulars ormakeany ref-
erenceto families thatmaylead
to disclosure of the identity of
thevictim/child.
“Iappealtothemediatostop

revealingdirect or indirect con-
tent related to thevictimwhich
may lead to identification,’’ the
DCPsaid.
Afterquestioningan18-year-

old, whowas the first to be ar-
rested Friday night, police said
they are looking for a Toyota
Innova vehicle inwhich the girl
wasallegedlygangraped.
According to police, the girl

and the suspects left in a red
Mercedes Benz from a pub on

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SUNDAY
STORY
PAGE 11

CLASS 5A
Topic: Mathematics
Week 1-5: The Indian Express
sits in each math lesson in a
Delhi school to track how a

class tries to recover its
Covid learning losses

NehaSharmaplays teacher, counsellorandsometimesevenfriendtryingtogetchildrenuptospeed.AbhinavSaha

A
MATH
P R O B L E M

ANEXPRESS INVESTIGATION - PART 2

SANTOSHSINGH
BEGUSARAI, PURNIA, JUNE4

IT IS early days, this is a state
known for toomany false starts
andyet thebuzz this time isun-
mistakable.
Alittleover1.6kmfromZero

Mile in Begusarai, there's the
humofnewlifeasworkers load
cases of soft drinks, packaged
water and fruit juice on trucks
lining a 53-acre sprawl. About
200 km to the east, a former
brick-kiln owner is juggling “at
least 200 calls every day”, from
farmers, traders, suppliers and
job-seekers ready to sign up for
thenewethanolplanthe ispro-
moting inPurnia.
“This is just the beginning,”

says Bihar's Industry Minister
SyedShahnawazHussain.
Over 15 days in April, Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar inaugu-
rated two showpiece private
ventures -- a Rs 500-crore
Pepsicobottlingplant,oneofthe
biggestof itskind in India, anda
Rs105-croreethanolplant. This
marks the first time under
Nitish's government that big-
ticket projects have taken off in
Bihar,akeymilestonegiventhat
hehasremainedat thehelmfor
nearly17yearsnow.

“We have relaxed norms
withasingle-windowsystemfor
promoting such industries. In
the next two years, we expect

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Buzz in Bihar: A
Rs 500-cr bottling
unit, Rs 105-cr ethanol
plant, ‘more coming’
Promoterssaygovtspeedingup
clearances,ministerpoints torelaxed
normsandsingle-windowsystem

SINCE2006, theBihar
governmentunderNitish
Kumarreceivedover
1,000 investmentpro-
posalsbutbarely30-40
keyprojectshavebeen
fully realised—most
unitsare for foodpro-
cessingandutensils. The
reason:Questionmarks
over lawandorder, and
infrastructuresuchas
roadsandpower.
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BottlingplantatBarauni,
Begusarai. SantoshSingh

NAVEEDIQBAL
KULGAM,JUNE4

THEGOVERNMENTHighSchool
at Gopalpora in Kulgam is shut
since the morning of May 31,
when terror came to its
doorstep. Its five teachers,
though,turnupeveryday,sitting
huddledtogether,unabletocon-
trol their tears as they talk of
theirdeadcolleague,RajniBala.
Theschool,witharound100

studentsonitsrollsbetweenthe
Classes of 6 and 10, is located

deep inside a colony in
Gopalpora, down a narrow 30-
metre stone path leading from

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

COVID CASESRISE TO
MOSTSINCE FEB20
INMAHARASHTRA
12KILLED IN FIRE AT
FACTORY INUP’S
HAPUR PAGE 10

EXPRESSNETWORK

Other teachersof the
Kulgamschool. ShuaibMasoodi

‘I feel like her blood is
still on me’: In Kulgam,
a staff room in tears

J&KSCHOOLTEACHERKILLING

New Delhi



Corbevax

In a statement Saturday, the
Hyderabad-basedcompanysaid,
“BE’s clinical trial data showed
that CORBEVAX®booster dose
provided significant enhance-
ment in immune response and
excellent safety profile required
foraneffectivebooster.”
Theapprovalcameafteratrial

involving 416peoplewhowere
administered Corbevax or
placebo(anagentwithnothera-
peutic value) sixmonths after
having received twodoses of ei-
therCovaxinorCovishield.
Thecompany,initsstatement,

saidthe levelsofneutralisingan-
tibodies–antibodiesthatspecifi-
callyattackorblocktheSars-CoV-
2virus–increasedsignificantlyas
comparedtotheplacebo.
After the booster dose of

Corbevax,neutralisingantibodies
against Omicronwere found in

91% of thosewho had received
Covishieldearlierand75%ofthose
whohadreceivedCovaxin.
Not just antibody levels, the

company also found cell-medi-
ated immunity to be higher as
compared to the placebo. “The
Corbevaxheterologous booster
vaccinewaswell tolerated and
safe. Therewerenosevereorad-
verse events of interest for 3
months of follow-up after the
boosterdosewasadministered,”
the companysaid. Currently, the
vaccineisinuseforimmunisation
of childrenbetweenages12and
14 under the government pro-
gramme.Itisalsoavailableonpay-
mentforchildrenbetween12and
17atprivatevaccinationcentres.
The company said that so far

51.7milliondoses of the vaccine
had been administered to chil-
drenacrossthecountry,with100
million doses having been sup-
pliedtothegovernment.

Kulgam
themainroad.Thelandonwhich
itstandsisdisputed,whichmeans
thereisnoboundarywallaround
it.FromwhereRajniBalafellafter
a single gunshot, there is a thick
canopyofappleorchardsasfaras
theeyecansee.
SaimaAkhtar,afellowteacher,

recalls howshewasgetting chil-
dreninorderforthemorningas-
sembly. After ensuring the boys
stoodinaline,shemovedtowards
thegirlswhensheheardwhatshe
thought at the timewas a fire-
cracker. She picked up a stick
thinkingoneof the studentshad
broughtittoschool.Assheturned,
she sawRajni lyingmetres away
fromtheschoolbuilding.
“Shehadbeenshotinthehead.

Itiedherowndupattaaroundthe
wound trying to stop the blood
whileIscreamedforhelp,”Akhter
toldTheSundayExpress.
FayazAhmadalso thought it

wasafirecracker.Officiatingasin-
chargeoftheschool,intheabsence
ofaheadmasterforoverayear,he
wasoverseeing thegathering for
theassemblywhenheheard the
sound, followedbyAkhter’s cries
for help. “We picked Rajni up,

stopped a
carpassing
by the
main road
and took
her to the
hospital,”
Ahmad
says,
breaking
down.

“I feel likeherblood is still on
me,” says ShahidaMaqbool. “I
havebeena teacher for20years.
Shewas younger thanmebut I
learntsomuchfromher.”
A teacher for over 12 years,

Rajni had joined theGopalpora
school inMarch2017andtaught
socialscience,withcolleaguesre-
callingherinfectiousenergyinthe
staff room. Her husband Raj
Kumar is a teacher at a different
schoolinthesamedistrict.
Akhter and Maqbool say

Rajni's 13-year-old daughter ar-
rivedatthehospitalstraightfrom
her school, still in uniform. They
hadtoconsolethebrokenchild.
Astheysticktogether,thefive

colleagues of Rajni say it’s easier
for them to bewith each other
than their families, as only they
understand what each one of
themisgoingthrough.
Like thepainof seeingRajni's

signaturemissing onMay 31 in
the attendance register. “When
shewouldcomein,Iwouldbring
the register to the door, so she
wouldn’t have to takeher shoes
off,” says Peer Javid Ahmad, an-
other colleague. So everymorn-
ing since the killing, despite the
fears of their families, they pick
themselvesup,getready,meeton
thewayandwalktotheschoolto-
gether.“Nowwedon’tletanyone
goalone,”FayazAhmadsays.
On April 13, Satish Kumar

Singh, a driver andalso aHindu,
waskilledinKakran,notfarfrom
the school. The teachers say the
incident did not ruffle them
much;theyhavetoblocksuchin-
cidents out, they say, as things
overwhichtheyhadnocontrol.
However,Rajni’skillingcame

asashock–notonlybecausethey
workedwithherbutalsothatare-
spectedteachercouldbeatarget.
“Thisspeaksofoursocietyaswell.
Thisisnotaboutreligionorcaste,
amemberofourfamilyhasbeen
snatchedfromus,”saysAhmad.
Badgam Deputy

CommissionerBilalBhatsaysthat
inthewakeof thekilling, the50-
oddHinduteachersinthedistrict
employedinschoolsunderthere-
served SC quota, towhich Rajni
belonged,havebeentransferred.
Theyshuttheschool“togivestu-
dents time toprocess the loss of
their teacher”, he adds. “Wewill
resumeclassesnextweek.”
Akhterworries about that, as

thefiveof themwalkbackhome,
down the same path Rajni had
taken, to her death. “Theywill
have to comebyhere everyday,
andwillberemindedofher.”
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GameTime:Keeping
upwiththe IPL
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

HostMihirVasavdaspeaksaboutwhat it’s
like towatchandreportonthe IPL inthe
BrabournestadiuminMumbai, the
strategiesemployedfor thenewformat
of thetournament,andHardikPandya’s
recentperformanceonthepitch

Morenews
zeroads

TWOROOMMATESCLEARUPSCTOGETHER, ANDNOWWANTTOHELP THEIR FRIEND
Thetwometfouryearsagoandduringtheirconversationsrealisedthatbothofthemwerepreparingfor
UPSC.It isthenthattheydecidedtodiscusstheirpreparationstrategies.TheIndianExpresstalkstothe
friendsandroommateswhocrackedUPSCtogether.
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dozensofsuchindustrialunits
tocomeup,” saysHussain.
Today, both theplantshave

hit the ground running -- the
Pepsiplantbeingacaseinpoint.
It was on April 15 that the

ChiefMinisterinauguratedthe
four-line plant, the first of its
kind in Bihar, which can pro-
duce36,000bottlesandabout
1.25 lakh cases in a day. “We
had some apprehensions
about law and order, given
Begusarai's background, but
weareveryhappy to start our
biggestplantbetweenKolkata
and Jamshedpur,” saysManoj
Dwivediwho heads the plant
owned by Pepsico franchisee
VarunBeveragesLtd (VBL).
“The Industry Minister

helpedusspeeduptheprocess
andwegot the55-acreplot for
just Rs 26 crore on a 99-year
lease.Wehaveafour-lineplant
producing bottledwater, car-
bonatedsoftdrinks(CSD)inPET
(plastic)bottles,packagedjuices
andbottledsoftdrinks,”hesays.
The speed that Dwivedi

referstoiswhatmarksoutthe
state'srenewedindustrialpush
-- in this case, just 10months.
After land possession was
cleared on June 25, 2021, con-
struction started on June 28,
2021, the lease deedwas exe-
cuted onMarch 6, 2022, and
theplantstartedoperationson
April 15,2022.
Biharhadearlier justa sin-

gle-line Coca Cola bottling
plant near Patna and a single-
line Pepsico plant run by an-
other franchisee in Hajipur.
“After the franchise inHajipur
refused to give its one-line
planttous,wedecidedtobuild
amuchbiggerplantindepend-
ently... and settled on Barauni
inBegusarai.Wehavegoodac-
cesstoroadsandtheelectricity
supply is very good. We are
currently producing 60,000-
70,000casesofCSDs,packaged
water and juice per day and
cater to Bihar and a good part
of Jharkhand,” saysDwivedi.
OutsidetheUSA,VBLisone

of the largest franchisees of
PepsiCo. And overall, the
Barauniplanthasanannualca-
pacityof16.22millioncasesof
CSD, 8.34 millions cases of
packaged drinkingwater and
7.02millioncasesof juicesbev-
erages. The company is now
planning to start work on
phasetwo--anotherfour-line
plant.AttheBarauniplant'sin-
auguration, Nitish Kumar had
requested VBL founder Ravi
Kant Jaipuria to explore the
possibility of makingmango,
litchi andbanana juice.
The obvious benefit of the

plant is employment for local
youth.“WeneedITIandB.Tech
(mechanical, electrical, and
electronics and communica-
tions)graduates.AnITIdegree
holder can get Rs 10,000 toRs
25,000permonthandaB.Tech
Rs 25,000 toRs 70,000. But as
theplantusesthelatestrobot-

ics technology, with automa-
tion and AI, there is notmuch
scope for direct employment.
We have about 65 direct em-
ployees and about 700 indi-
rectlyinvolved,”saysDwivedi.
One of the job aspirants

here isShyamKumar,aB.Tech
degreeholder, fromBeguserai.
“Nowthatwehaveabigindus-
tryinourbackyard,youthslike
me have opportunities at
home.We hope the plant ex-
pands fast and employsmore
people,” saysKumar.
Insidetheplant,VBLofficer

Gaurav Mishra maps the
seven-step process of making
soft drinks -- from the tube
that is blown up into a bottle,
tothegiantconveyorbelts,and
the trolley lifting up the five-
level stackof final stock.
It'safullyautomatedprocess

withqualityengineerskeeping
aneyeoneverystep.“Thereare
instanceswhen theentirepro-
duction is stopped if the syrup
andliquidisnotpreparedasper
specification,”saysMishra.

In Purnia, keyword is
ethanol
Automation is the opera-

tivewordinPurnia,too,where
thefirstgrain-basedgreenfield
ethanol plant has come up.
“The placewherewehave set
up theplant, on15acres, used
tobeabrickkiln. Today, farm-

ers and traders in maize and
broken-rice and also poultry
and fish feed, byproducts of a
grain-basedplant,havestarted
flocking to us,” says Vishesh
KumarVerma, oneof thepro-
moters of Eastern India
BiofuelsPvtLtd(EIBPL),adding
thattheplantneeds170tonnes
ofmaize/brokenricedaily.
Inaugurated by the Chief

MinisteronApril30,theplant's
location is tied to the fact that
Purnia and neighbouring
Katihar,KhagariaandSaharsa,
are at the heart of the state's
maize hub.With the Centre's
push for alternate fuel, and its
greensignalformixingupto20
per cent of ethanol in petrol
anddiesel,Verma isupbeat.
EIBPL plans to buy 130

tonnes of rice husk and 145-
150 tonnes of maize or rice
fromlocalfarmersandtraders
every day. It will also produce
27 tonnes of DDGS (distiller's
driedgrainswithsolubles)--a
by-product of bioethanol fer-
mentation,whichwill be sold
aspoultry feed.
“Theethanolwillbesoldto

oil marketing companies
namely Indian Oil, Bharat
Petroleum and Hindustan
PetroleuminBiharandneigh-
bouring West Bengal and
Jharkhand,forwhicha10-year
termpurchaseagreementhas
beensigned(withtheOMCs),”
saysVerma.
Then,ofcourse,therearethe

phonecalls to tackle. “At times,
it is very frustrating but then I
think about how setting up
ethanol plants can change the
livesofpeople.Evenifoneplant
isabletotakefive-10percentof
maizeproducedinPurnia,itwill
bringchange.Theplantdirectly
employs about 55people, and
provides indirect employment
toabout1,000people,”hesays.

According to A P Singh, a
principal consultant with
Global Canesugar Services
which set up the plant and
looks after its operations, one
quintal of riceproduces about
450 litres of ethanol while an
equalamountofmaizegener-
atesabout400 litres.
LeadingtheteamhereisBB

Pathak, who is the plant in-
charge -- overseeing the
process from the pile of grain
sacks at the entry point to the
lower tankswhere initial sift-
ing isdoneandthemammoth
flash tank where distillation
startsafter70hoursof fermen-
tation. The final product is
stored in three main tanks,
from where it is moved to
threesmaller tanks for sale.
“Theentireprocessisauto-

mated.Weuseourownpower
plant in place of government
supply to ensure hassle-free
production,” says Pathak,
adding that the production
technology ensures “zero liq-
uiddischarge”.
Says Manish Kumar

Choudhary, CEO of Aranyak
AgriProducersCompany,who
visited the plant last week:
“Wehaveahugechainoffarm-
ers fromwhomwe can pro-
cure grains.We provide link-
ages and look forward to
working with the Purnia
plant.” Says Kuldeep Jain, a
trader fromSiliguri: “Iwant to
purchaseDDGSfromthisplant
and supply poultry and fish
feed toAndhraPradesh.”
Local maize farmers are

also excited. “Thoughwe can
sell maize in Gilab Bagh in
Purnia, which is a big grain
market, thisplant canbuyour
sub-standard grain as well,”
says Shanker Singh, from
KrityaNandNagar inPurnia.
“Ourmain focus is to open

asmanyethanolplantsaspos-
sible,” says IndustryMinister
Hussain. “We have 16 plants
lined up andmanymore pro-
posalsareatdifferentstagesof
clearance. Ethanol plants can
write Bihar industry's turn-
aroundstory.”
Accordingtoofficials,invest-

ment proposals worth Rs
30,382 crorewere received for
setting up 151 units under
Bihar'sethanolproductionpro-
motion policy. But due to less
quota, only 17 units are being
establishedinthefirstphase.
Bihar's current annual

ethanol supply quota toOMCs
is 36 crore litres, saysHussain.
“But as per the availability of
rawmaterialsandwater,Bihar's
ethanol production capacity is
172crorelitresperannum,con-
sidering the proposals for in-
vestmentandotherfavourable
conditions. If Bihar gets the
quotaaccordingtocapacity,not
onlywillthestateemergeasthe
largestethanolhubofthecoun-
try, it will also play a very im-
portantroleinthedevelopment
of thecountry'seconomy.”

Workersat theethanolplant inPurnia. SantoshSingh
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Bihar buzz: Rs 500 cr bottling unit,
Rs 105 cr ethanol plant, ‘more coming’

May 28 evening. They all
stepped out at a bakery after
whichthecardriverrefusedto
goany further,police said.
They then got into an

Innova which had followed
them from the pub and was
beingdrivenbyoneof thesus-
pects, another18-year-old.
DCP Davis said the group

parked the Innova in a de-
serted lane near the bakery
andthecrimewascommitted
in theparkedvehicle.
Based on call data records

andCCTV footage, the five sus-

pectswereidentified,Davissaid.
Officials are looking at

CCTV footage from across the
city to locate the Innova.
HomeMinisterMahmood

Alirejectedallegationsthatpo-
liceare shielding theaccused.
“TelanganaPoliceisknown

for its professionalismand in-
tegrity. Theremay be a slight
delayduetothecircumstances
and nature of the crime, but I
am confident that police are
conducting a thorough inves-
tigation.Theculprits,whoever
theymaybe,willbedealtwith

according to the law,”hesaid.
TheBJP, Congress and Jana

SenaPartyheldprotestsatdif-
ferent locations Saturday, ac-
cusing police of delaying the
investigation.
BJP leaders submitted a

representation to DGP M
Mahender Reddy, requesting
him to transfer the case to the
CBI. The letter submitted by
BJP’s NVSS Prabhakar, N
RamchanderRaoandBShruti
saidtherehasbeendelayinin-
vestigation of the casewhich
gives rise to suspicion that

there is an attempt to obfus-
cate facts.
“The BJP, therefore, re-

quests to transfer the case to
CBI as thematter is sensitive
and also thematter involves
peopleinpower.Adispassion-
ateinvestigationbyCBIwould
unravelthefactsandwouldgo
alongwayinsendingthemes-
sage loud and clear that such
incidents would not be toler-
atedandculprits,howeverbig
theymay be, would be pun-
ished as per the law,’’ the BJP
letter stated.

Hyderabad rape: 2 of 3 juveniles held, DCP says one ‘son of VIP’

HOWDOES
CORBEVAXWORK?
CORBEVAXISa‘recom-
binantproteinsub-unit’
vaccine,whichmeansit is
madeupofaspecificpart
ofSars-CoV-2,thatis, the
spikeproteinonthe
virus’ssurface.Thespike
proteinallowsthevirusto
entercellssothatitcan
replicateandcausedis-
ease.
HOWEVER,whenjust
thespikeproteinisin-
jectedintothebody, it is
notasharmfulasthevirus
itselfbecausetherestof
thevirusismissing.
THEBODY isexpectedto
developanimmunere-
sponseagainstthein-
jectedspikeproteinand, if
andwhentherealvirus
attemptstoinfect, the
bodyhasanimmunere-
sponseready,whichwill
makeitunlikelythatthe
viruscanmakethevictim
seriouslyill.

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,JUNE4

NEARLYAweek after the arrest
of a 32-year-oldmanunder the
UP Cow Slaughtering Act, the
Moradabadpoliceinformedalo-
cal court that there is no evi-
denceagainsthim.Thecourtor-
deredthatNawabAlibereleased
and he walked out of jail on
Fridayevening.
Thiscomesafteraninquiryre-

port on a complaint by Nawab
Ali’swife RabiaKhatoon. She al-
leged that local police at
Bhagwatpurpolicestationfalsely
implicatedNawabAliinthecase.
She claimed that her husband
tippedoffthepoliceaboutalleged
cow slaughter and some cops
framedhiminthesamecase.
“Itwas foundthatNawabAli

hadnothingtodowiththecase.
Hewas handed over to the po-
licebylocalresidentsinthepres-
enceofseveralvillagers.Thethe-
ory of police sub-inspector
Subhash Chandra [of
Bhagwatpur police station]
turned out to be false,” said
Additional Superintendent of
Police,Moradabad,VidhyaSagar
Mishra. He added that SI
Chandra, whomade the arrest,
hadbeensuspended.

Court orders
release of man
arrested for
‘cow slaughter’,
cop suspended

MANHELDGUILTY IN
TWOCASES RELATED TO
2006VARANASI BLASTS
Ghaziabad: Sixteen years after
serial bomb blasts rocked
Varanasi, Waliullah Khan was
heldguiltybyaGhaziabadcourt
intworelatedcasesonSaturday.
The quantum of punishment
will be pronounced on June 6.
TheblastsattheSankatMochan
templeandthecantonmentrail-
way station onMarch 7, 2006
hadclaimed20 lives.PTI

New Delhi
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ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

THEBJPSaturdayannounced for-
mer councillor RajeshBhatia (57)
as its candidate fromtheRajinder
Nagar Assembly constituency,
wherebypollsarescheduledtobe
heldon June23.A formergeneral
secretary of the BJP state unit,
Bhatiahadearlierbeenacouncil-
lorfromRajinderNagarfrom2012
to 2017 and standing committee
chairpersonof theNorthMCD.
Bhatia rose through the ranks

intheparty–hestartedoffaspres-
ident of the Rajinder Nagar
Mandal YuvaMorcha from1985-
88 and went on to become BJP
mandal general secretary from
1988-91 and Karol Bagh district
president from2010to2013.
“Itisabattleofanoutsiderver-

sus local as the AAP candidate is
from Karawal Nagar. AAP MLA
fromthearea,RaghavChadha,de-
serted the constituency despite
getting people’s support. Hewas
the Delhi Jal Board head but did
notresolvethewatercrisis,”Bhatia
said, adding that solving thewa-
ter crisiswouldbehispriority.
The AAP has fieldedMCD in-

charge Durgesh Pathak from the
constituency. The seat fell vacant
after Chadhawas nominated by
the AAP to the Rajya Sabha from
Punjab.
Senior BJP leaders said Bhatia

hadbeendemandingaticketfrom
the constituency for a long time.
“Hehasdone impressivework for
thepartyinUttarakhandpolls.Also,
being a Punjabi and a local add to
hiscredentials,”a leadersaid.
“Hewasunhappyonnotbeing

givenapositiononstatepresident
AdeshGupta’s team. So, the party
decidedtoputhiminchargeofthe
2022Uttarakhandelections,where
hewasPravasiPradeshchunavpra-
mukh.Heperformedwell andthe
partywon,”saidanother leader.
Meanwhile, the Congress

fieldeditsformermunicipalcoun-
cillor, Prem Lata, as its candidate.
Apressrelease issuedbytheAICC
said Congress president Sonia
Gandhihasapprovedthecandida-
ture.
Lata, whowon themunicipal

polls from Pusa ward under
Rajinder Nagar constituency in
2012,wasdefeatedfromInderpuri
ward in2017.
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STAYING A trial court directionwhich
permitted a lawyer to remain present
atadistanceduringtheinterrogationof
AAPminister Satyendar Kumar Jain by
the Enforcement Directorate in an al-
legedmoneylaunderingcase,theDelhi
HighCourt Saturday said since there is
neitheranyFIRnoracomplaintagainst
him,hecannotasamatterofrightclaim
tohavethepresenceofhislawyersdur-
ing“thecourseofrecordingofhisstate-
ment”.
Jain was remanded in the central

agency’s custody onMay 31 till June 9.
“Sincethereisnoapprehension(ofthreat
orcoercion)raisedinthepresentmatter,
henceasamatterof rightsuchdirection
ought not to have been given in the
recording of statement,” said Justice
YogeshKhannaintheorderdatedJune3.
Thecourt also said that evenother-

wise, the entire recording of the state-

mentisbeingvideographedandaudio-
graphed“whichcertainlywoulddispel”
the apprehension of any coercion or
threat to Jain.
Thecourthadreservedtheorderon

FridayontheEnforcementDirectorate’s
petitionagainstthetrialcourtdirection.
In theorder, thebenchsaid thecore is-
sue is if Jain can have the right to the
presenceofhislawyerduringrecording
of statement under Section 50 of the
PreventionofMoneyLaunderingAct,at
a safe distance fromwhere the lawyer
canseehimandnothearhim.
“InSandeepJain(aseparatecase),the

DivisionBenchofthiscourtheldtheap-
prehensionof coercivemeasuresbeing
employedneedtoberealand like… so
thattheprincipleofpresenceofanadvo-
cate, at visible, butnotaudibledistance
beapplied,”saidthecourtwhiledispos-
ingofthestayapplicationmovedbyED.
Inrespectof thecourt’sobservation

that there is no FIR or complaint in the
case, a counsel, who appeared in the
case,toldTheIndianExpress:“Whatthe

courtmeans to say is that the FIR is in
theoriginalCBIcasebuttheEDhasonly
registered an ECIR (Enforcement Case
Information Report)so far, and the
PMLAcomplaintisregisteredafterthat.
It isbasicallyhyper technicality.”
Allowing a prayer made by Jain’s

counselonTuesday,theSpecialJudgeof
Rouse Avenue Court in the remand or-
der had said: “It is directed that during
the timeof enquiry/interrogation from
theaccused,oneadvocateoftheaccused
shall be allowed to remain present at a
safedistancewherefromhecanseethe
accused but not hear him.” The prayer
had been “vehemently” opposed by
Solicitor General TusharMehta, who
representedtheEDbeforethetrialcourt.
AdditionalSolicitorGeneralSVRaju,

representing theED, Fridayarguedbe-
foretheHighCourtthatthepermission
grantedby the trial courtwas contrary
tovariousSupremeCourtdecisionsand
told the bench that the audio-video
recording of the interrogation is
beingdone.

Ex-councillor is
BJP’s Rajinder
Nagar bypoll pick

RajeshBhatia

Order to let Jain have lawyer
during questioning stayed
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HITTINGOUT at new L-G Vinai
KumarSaxenafornotinforming
the Chief Minister of a Delhi Jal
Board(DJB)meetingforthesec-
ondtime,theAAP-ledDelhigov-
ernment called it a “conspiracy
toderaildemocracy”.
AAPMLAAtishisaid,“TheL-G

is continuouslymakingamock-
ery out of Delhi’s constitutional
arrangement...(and)isactinglike
a dummy of the BJP’s central
government... The Lieutenant
Governor(has)thepowerstofor-
mulatepolicyononlythreemat-
ters — land, law and order, and
police. Formatters such as elec-
tricity,watersupply,schools,hos-
pitals, and towork for their bet-
terment,thepeopleofDelhihave
electedtheAamAadmiPartyand
CMArvindKejriwal.”
The L-G on Saturday sum-

monedofficialsfromtheDJBand
also inspected two sites —
Pappankalansewagetreatment
plantandDhansa regulator.
“OnMay30,newL-GSaxena

called ameetingof Jal Boardof-
ficers. Two days after that, AAP
raised questions on the legiti-
macy of the meeting. At that
point, we thought the L-Gwas
newly elected andperhapswas
not aware about the constitu-
tional provisions for the NCT of
Delhi,” saidAtishi.
She added that other than

the three domains that are un-
der the L-G, theMCDcould also
be considered to be under him
as it comes under the central
government.SheaccusedtheL-
G of neglectingmatters under

him such as cleanliness of the
city which is the responsibility
oftheMCD,providingaffordable
housing byDDA, andmaintain-
ing the lawandorder situation.
“Delhi’s lawandordersitua-

tionisinshamblessincethenew
L-G took oath; there have been
dozens of shameful incidents
like sexual harassment on the
Metro, andrape...,”Atishi said.
Sheaddedthatif theL-Ggoes

beyond his assigned role from
nowon, “wewill lookupon itas
a conspiracy to go against the
electedgovernment”.
Reacting to the statements,

Delhi BJP spokespersonPraveen
ShankarKapoorsaid“repeateddi-
atribesofAAPleadersoverinspec-
tion visits of thenewL-Gclearly
shows the AAP government is
fearingexposureof itsfailures”.
Meanwhile,theL-Gofficeina

statementsaidSaxena inspected
Najafgarh drain during the day.
“The L-G said ameetingwill be
convened in thenextweekwith
theChiefMinister andministers
and officers concerned to chalk
out a concrete and time-bound
planofaction... towardsdevelop-
ingtheNajafgarhdrain...,” itsaid.

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
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THEDELHIPoliceCommissioner
Saturdayissuedorderstorelieve
IPS officer Shankar Choudhary
from his duty as DCP (Dwarka
district) anddirected him to re-
port to the Delhi Police head-
quarters.
Earlier in the day, the DCP’s

namehadcroppedupinconnec-
tionwith an incident at a café-
cum-barinKailashColony,where
awomanwas injured after she
washitontheheadwithaglass.
Asper thegeneraldiarydoc-

ument,aPCRcallwasreceivedat
3.05 amand aman alleged that
DCP Choudhary, after consum-
ing alcohol, smashed a glass on
hiswife’s head and foughtwith
someone. The woman, a de-
signer who lives in Noida, was

takentoMaxHospitalwhereshe
receivedthreestitches.TheDelhi
Police,however,clarifiedlater in
the day that the DCP’s name
cameupdue toamiscommuni-
cation and thematter had been
resolvedas itwasa family issue.
Sources told The Indian

Express that thewomanandher
husbandwereattendingabirth-
daypartyorganisedbya real es-
tatebusinessmanat thebar. The
DCP and his familywere at the
sameparty. The police chief has
beenapprisedoftheincidentand
hehas initiated an internal fact-
findinginquiry,sourcesadded.
Delhi Police spokesperson

SumanNalwa said, “A PCR call
wasreceivedintheearlyhoursof
June 4 at Greater Kailash police
station in which it was men-
tioned that an officer of Delhi
Police, of the rank of DCP,
assaulted a woman at a
birthday party in a private club.

Subsequently, avideoclipof the
victimwasreceivedwhereinshe
stated that she alongwith her
family were celebrating the
birthdayof a familymember.”
She further stated, “The offi-

cer concernedwas also present
(at the club) with his family.
During the function, a glass fell
on thewoman and shewas in-
jured. Her husbandwas infuri-
ated... asoneperson intheparty
wasplayingwiththeglassatthat
time. Due to amiscommunica-
tion, the name of the DCP
croppedup in theensuingcom-
motion.Thematterhasbeenre-
solvedas itwasa family issue.”
TheorderissuedonSaturday

evening by DCP (headquarters)
MaheshBatra, fromtheofficeof
Commissioner of Police, stated:
“Shankar Choudhary, IPS 2011
batch,isherebyrelievedfromhis
duty as DCP (Dwarka), Delhi,
with immediate effect and di-

rected to report to police head-
quarters for further orders. The
issue with the approval of
Commissionerof Police,Delhi.”
AskedwhetherSaturday’sor-

derandtheallegedincidentwere
connected,DCPChoudharysaid:
“No connection as perme... and
the order has (been) issued by
PHQ (police headquarters)... so
kindlyaskthem.”ThePolicePRO
did not respond towhether the
twodevelopmentswererelated.
Daysearlier,DCPChoudhary

had come under criticism from
an Additional Sessions Judge,
whowas hearing the case filed
in connectionwith the death of
a 19-year-old Zepto delivery
staffer inDwarka.
On May 30, Additional

Sessions Judge Lokesh Kumar
Sharma observed that police
plantedawitnessalongwithev-
idence. ASJ Sharma had also
noted, “Iamfurtherconstrained

toobservehere that incidentsof
this nature, atrocities at the
handsofpoliceandtortureof in-
nocent people in utter violation
oftheprincipleofnaturaljustice
aswell as provisions of IPC and
CrPC,havegonesteephighsince
the appointment of the current
DCPofDwarkadistrict.”
“... this atrocious and illegal

attitude and conduct on the
part of police officials shows
that either the DCP concerned
is not competent enough or
lacks the capacity of adminis-
trative supervision and control
over thedistrict and to lead the
policeofficials for implementa-
tion of the criminal law in its
correct perspective, or he is ac-
tively involved in encouraging
police officials to indulge in
such kind of illegal activities to
the utter prejudice of the fun-
damentalrightsof thepeopleof
this nation,” he said.

WASPOSTEDASDWARKADCP
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IN1977,AsifNaqvi (68)wasona
collegetriptoNewDelhiwhenhe
first came across the National
Museumof NaturalHistory that
was in the final stages of being
completed.Naqviwasa24-year-
old then, studyingmuseology at
AligarhMuslimUniversity(AMU)
after having completed his
Master’s in Zoology. “Whenever
we think of museums, art and
culture are the first things that
cometoourminds.ButhereIwas
pleasantlysurprisedtoencounter
conversations around nature,
conservation, evolution and the
like,” said Naqvi. “The first
thought that came tomindwas
that nowwebiologists can also
dreamofbeingmuseologists.”
After a brief interactionwith

the founder director of themu-
seum, SMNair, Naqvi sat on the
lawnsof themuseumwhere the

iconicdinosaurreplicaoncestood
andthoughttohimselfhowwon-
derful it would be towork in a
space suchas this. “I alreadyhad
a fascination for
MandiHouse,be-
ing a theatre en-
thusiast.Working
atthenaturalhis-
tory museum, I
thought, would
fulfillmycultural
aswellasintellec-
tualinterests.”
Ayearandsix

months after
NMNH opened,
Naqvi’s dream
came true as hewas hired as a
museumassistant.“Iwouldwork
here during the day anddo the-
atre in the evenings. Itwas here
that I foundmy passion for the
environment,” said Naqvi, who
retired as dean of faculty of life
sciencesandchairmanofthede-
partmentofmuseologyinAMU.
The idea of a natural history

museumhadbeen conceived in
1972, on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of India’s
Independence. The UN

Conference for Human
Developmentwasheldat
Stockholmthatyearand
IndiraGandhiwasoneof
the few country heads
whohadattended it. On
returning to India, she
proposedthebuildingof
a natural history mu-
seuminNewDelhi.
Theconceptofnatu-

ral history museums
was alreadywell estab-
lished in the West by

then.However, inDelhi,themu-
seumwas to have awhole new
meaning.“Internationally,theba-
sicfunctionofnaturalhistorymu-
seumswas toestablish largecol-
lections of geological, botanical
andzoologicalspecimens(insects,
fossils,plants,birds,bonesandthe
like) and their preservation,” ex-
plainedNaqvi. “But themandate

of NMNHwas to spread aware-
nessthroughitscollections,exhi-
bitionsandactivitiesontheneed
forenvironmentalconservation.”
It is with this objective that

the NMNH opened on June 5,
1978, onWorld Environment
Day, inside the FICCI building at

Mandi House, where it stayed
until it was destroyed in amas-
sive fire inApril 2016.
MandiHousewas knownas

theculturalcentreofDelhi.Butaf-
terNMNH, it alsobecamea cen-
tre for environmental activism.
Naqvi recalled howsomeof the

biggest names among environ-
mentalists in India like Sunita
Narain,AshishKothariandSharad
Gaurwouldvisitthemuseumfor
meetingsandexhibitions.
He said because of NMNH,

eventhosewhowerenotenviron-
mentalists, like filmmakers and
theatre activists, became inter-
estedintheenvironment.Beinga
theatre enthusiast, Naqvi had
joined the street play theatre
group JanaNatyaManch,which
wasdoingplaysonsocialissuesat
that time. “Being influenced by
NMNH,Iwroteplaysonenviron-
mental issuessuchastheBhopal
gastragedy,ozonelayerdepletion,
tigerpoaching,pollution,etc.”
The1970sand80swerewhen

environmentalism and nature
conservationweretakingrootsin
India. Some of the biggest envi-
ronmentalmovements in India
like theSilentValleymovement,
the Chipko movement, the
Appiko movement, and the
NarmadaBachaoAndolanhadall

started during this period. “The
governmentwas also beginning
to be concerned about environ-
mental issues and the establish-
ment of theNHMHwas part of
theefforts increatingawareness
aboutthesame,”saidNaqvi.
The four galleries of themu-

seumwerecuratedwiththeob-
jectiveof tellinga storywith the
environment in mind. Naqvi
proudlyrecalledcreatingaproj-
ectverydear tohimonsoil con-
servation. It consisted of a large
treewith roots going deep into
the soil. On itwaswritten in big
boldletters,“thesixinchesofhu-
mus takes millions of years to
form”. “Themessage was that
soilisthemostimportantpartof
theecosystem,”Naqviexplained.
Fromthetimeofitsbirthtoits

last day, themuseumheld daily
film shows and audio visuals on
theenvironment.Conservationist
SharadGaur,whowaspartofthe
WWF India education team, re-
calledhowNMNHreachedoutto

themtoproduceanaudiovisual
onDelhi’s dependenceand rela-
tionshipwithnature.Theproject
titled‘Delhi'sdebttonature’,shot
by Gaur and produced by the
WWF team in themid-1980s,
was screened in one of the the-
atres inside themuseum regu-
larlytillabouttheearly2000s.
“It showed how Delhi had

grown from its natural origins,
particularly the ridge and the
Yamuna,andhowitcontinuesto
be dependent on themand the
need to protect them,” recalled
Gaur.“Italsoshowedtheearlyef-
fects of urbanisation in Delhi,
such as fly ash pollution,which
was a big problem in the city in
the1980sand90s,riverdegrada-
tion,andlossofnatural forest.”
Onplans for the reestablish-

mentoftheNMNH,presentdirec-
tor of themuseum, Naaz Rizvi,
said,“ThegovernmentofIndiahas
alreadyallotted6.5 acres of land
for it.We areworking on it and
shallannounceitsprogresssoon.”

AAP’s Atishi accuses
L-G of interference
again: ‘Conspiracy
to derail democracy’

Thefiberglass life-sizemodelof theAllosaurusdinosaur
species thatwas installed inthepremises.AsifNaqvi

Hrs after name cropped up in bar brawl
incident, IPS officer relieved fromduty
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LOCATED AT DELHI’S MANDI HOUSE, PREMISES DESTROYED IN 2016 FIRE

How National Museum of Natural History sparked environmental activism
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“I WAS working over the past
fiveyearswhilepreparingforthe
civil services exam. I could not
enrol in a coaching centre be-
causeIneverhadthetime,”said
29-yearoldAyushi,avisuallyim-
paired government school
teacher who cracked the 2021
UPSCCivilServicesExam. Inher
fifthattempt,Ayushihassecured
theAll IndiaRank48.
A resident of Northwest

Delhi’sRaniKheravillage,Ayushi
graduatedfromDeenBandhuSir
Chotu Ram Public School,
Ghevra,in2008.In2009,sheen-
rolledintheElementaryTeacher
Education Course, a two-year
courseattheDistrict Instituteof
EducationandTraining(DIET)in
KeshavPuram.AtDIET, shewas
inspired to pursue a career in
teaching, marking a turning
point inher life.
In 2011, she enrolled in a BA

(Programme) course at DU’s
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
College and beganworking as a
teacher in 2012. “I worked as a
contractual teacher at MCD
Primary (Girls) School, Rani
Khera, until 2016. In 2016, I
cleared the exam for the post of
assistant teacher organised by
the Delhi Subordinate Services
Selection Board (DSSSB) and
taughtatGovernmentSarvodaya
Co-Education Vidyalaya, Rani
Khera,until2019,”shesaid.
But her education did not

stop once she started teaching.
In 2016, Ayushi completed her
Master’s in History from Indira
Gandhi National Open
University. Sheeventuallywent
on to get a B.Ed degree (2017-
2019) fromJamiaMillia Islamia.
Withfourdegreesunderher

belt, Ayushi topped the DSSSB

exam for the post of lecturer,
History, inOctober2019.Shehas
been teaching at Government
Girls Senior Secondary School,
Mubarakpur Dabas, in
NorthwestDelhi ever since.
Ayushi credits her mother

AshaRani(54)forhersuccessto-
day:“ShesuggestedthatIshould
appear for the civil services
exam.” A senior nursing officer
in theDelhi healthdepartment,
Rani opted for voluntary retire-
ment in 2020 to look after her
daughterasshepreparedforthe
examination. “I had complete
faith inmy daughter’s ability to
crack theexam,” shesaid.
Ayushi’s first attemptwas in

2016.“Asadifferentlyabledper-
son, my strategy for the exam
was slightly different from the
rest of the candidates. When I
startedpreparingfiveyearsago,
there weren’t too many re-
sourcesavailableonline. Iwould
buy study material from the
marketandmyfamilywouldau-
diorecorditontheirphonessoI
could listen to it,” shesaid.
Ayushi’sfatherAshokKumar

(58), a chief dispenser at Hill
India Ltd, Bhatinda, hermother,
her younger brother Kumud
(26),anExciseOfficerinGujarat,
as well as her friends were in-

volvedinthisendeavour.“Itwas
a teameffort,” shesaid.
Eventually,shelearnedtouse

‘z/OS’ — a screen reading soft-
warewhichtranslatestexttoau-
dio which she could access on
herphoneand laptop.
Theexamprovidesonly two

statecadresfordifferentlyabled
candidates—DelhiandHaryana.
Ayushihasappliedforboth,with
Delhi beingher first preference,
andshewantstoworkineduca-
tion. “As a teacher, I realised the
roleofeducationasatoolforem-
powerment.Iwanttocontribute
to this field guided bymy own
experiences,” shesaid.
Asadifferentlyabledwoman

andateacher,Ayushirecognises
thechallengesthataspirantslike
her face daily. She, however,
wants all differently abled aspi-
rants to have faith and confi-
denceintheirabilities.“Don’tal-
lownegative ideastoenteryour
brain when you are preparing.
Take criticism as a compeller to
pushyourself ahead,” shesaid.
Shealsowantsparentsofdif-

ferently abled children to be-
lieve in their kids and provide
themwithaneducationinstead
ofgivinguponthem,andfordif-
ferentlyabledwomentoalways
aimhigher.

(right)Ayushi, agovtschool teacher,withhermother

Don’t let in negative ideas:
Tips from visually impaired
teacher who cleared UPSC
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AMONG THE over 600 candi-
datestoclearthe2021UPSCCivil
Services exam are two former
students of the Delhi govern-
ment’s Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas
Vidyalayas — Lakshay Anand
(24),anelectricalengineerfrom
Delhi Technological University
(DTU), and Pooja Jha (25), who
pursued a BDS degree from
MaulanaAzadMedicalCollege.
FromEast Delhi’s Shahdara,

AnandstudiedatRPVV,Surajmal
Vihar.HisfatherKishoriLal(55)is
a daily wage worker, and his
mother Anita (50) is a home-
maker.“Myfatherlosthisjobdur-
ingthepandemicandiscurrently
unemployed,” saidAnand,who
tookprivatetuitionstosupporthis
family. He also has twoyounger
sisterswhoarestudyingatDU.
Anandsaidhebecameaware

of the examonly after hegradu-
atedin2019.Aspartofhisprepa-
ration, he decided to pursue a
Master’s inHistory fromRamjas
Collegein2020—whichwasalso
his optional paper for the exam.
Hecreditshishistoryprofessor,Dr
ManishaChaudhary,whowould
gothroughhismockanswersand
provide feedback. This was
Anand’s second attempt andhe
securedtheAll IndiaRank101.
LikeAnand, Pooja also chose

topursuecivilservicesaftercom-
pletingherBDScoursein2019.
She finished her schooling

fromRPVV,Sector-10Dwarka,in
2014, andwanted to become a
doctorafter shesawapictureof
renowned cardiac surgeon Dr
Devi Shetty performing heart
surgery for free for his patients.
In her final year, during her in-
ternship,Poojasaidsherealised
that a career indentalmedicine
wasnotmeantforher:“Idecided
toprepareforthecivilservicesin

the finalyear,” shesaid,
She had enrolled with a

coaching centre but could not
manage classeswith her hectic
internshipscheduleandquitsoon
after. By theendof 2019, shede-
cidedtostartafresh:“Itookagap
yearin2020andwatchedvideos
of past UPSC toppers. I read
NCERTbooksonspecificsubjects
and other coursematerial and
mademyownnotes,”shesaid.
Her optional subject was

Anthropology: “It has a lot of
overlapwithbiologyandprepa-
rationwaseasier forme.”
Pooja is theyoungest of four

daughters.HerfatherRamakant
Jha(59)isapeoninaprivatecon-
sultingcompanyinGurgaon.She
qualified for the civil services in
herfirstattemptlastyear,andse-
cured theAll India Rank82. She
andwants to join the AGMUT
cadre and work in the field of
womenempowerment.
For young aspirants from

similarbackgrounds,Anandsaid:
“Iwouldsaythatif Icoulddothis
withoutcoachingandeconomic
support then anyone can.”
“Whenyoucomefromalowerin-
comebackground,youaretoldto
curb your ambition,” said Pooja,
addingthathardworkistheonly
waytofulfillallaspirations.

Pooja Jha,LakshayAnand

Two from Delhi govt
schools among new
batch of civil servants
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Atishi said theL-G ismaking
amockeryoutofDelhi’s
constitutionalarrangement

BRIEFLY
500national
flagswillbe
installedincity
byAug15:CM
NewDelhi: Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said 500
nationalflagswouldbein-
stalled in the city by
August15andannounced
theconstitutionof ‘Tiranga
Samman Samitis’ or local
committeestooverseethe
upkeep of the flags.
Kejriwal said 400 poles
have been installed, of
which 200 have flags. “A
five-member committee
has been constituted for
eachflagtoensuretheFlag
Codeof India; that it isnot
tornordirtyandtorepairit
if it is thecase,”hesaid.

Schoolowner
claimsBishnoi
gangmember
threatenedto
kidnaphim
Gurgaon: The owner of a
private school in Farrukh-
nagar filed a police com-
plaint alleging that aman
claimingtobeanassociate
of gangster Lawrence
Bishnoihadthreatenedto
kidnaphim.Policesaidthe
complainant alleged that
onFridayat7.39pm,here-
ceived a phone call from
an unknown number. A
police officer said, “We
haveinitiatedaprobe.The
numberusedbythecaller
isbeing traced.”

Mankills
live-inpartner
inGurgaon
Gurgaon: A 23-year-old
man allegedlymurdered
his live-in partner in
Gurgaon Saturdaymorn-
ing.Policesaidhereported
the incident to the police,
following which he was
arrested.According topo-
lice, the incident took
place around 9.15 am.
Police said the accused
suspectedherof infidelity.
“After an argument over
this issue, he allegedly
slashed her neck using a
knife,”saidapoliceofficer.

Twoheldfor
sellingfake
marksheets
anddegrees
NewDelhi: Twomenwere
arrested by Noida police
for allegedly selling fake
marksheets and degrees,
Saturday. The accused,
who have been identified
asAbdulSamad(61),ares-
ident of Ghaziabad, and
Aadil (26), a resident of
Dadri, had been allegedly
creating and selling fake
marksheets and degrees
forthepast20years,police
said.ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A 28-YEAR-OLD man was al-
legedlymurderedbytwobroth-
ers inNorthwestDelhi’sAdarsh
Nagar on Friday, police said,
adding that the victimwas al-
legedlystabbedwithabladeand
assaultedwithbricks.
“Theaccusedbrothers,Rahul

and Rohit Kali, have been ar-
rested. The victim, Narender
aliasBunti, andRahulwerepre-
viously involved incasesof rob-
bery and snatching,” said DCP
(Northwest)UshaRangnani.
CCTVfootageof the incident,

whichwentviral,showedthevic-
timwalkingontheroadwhenhe
wasaccostedbythebrotherswho
punched, kicked and attacked
himwithablade.Afterthevictim
collapsedontheground, footage
showed one of the accused
throwing bricks and stone slabs
on his head. The duo and one
othermanhadcomeonascooter.
Theman accompanying them

triedtostoptheattack,butinvain.
The assaultwenton for over

aminute. Footage also showed
residents retreating to their
homes andpassersby fleeing as
theduobatteredNarender.
Police said they received a

PCRcallat2.15pmthataperson
hadbeeninjuredwithablade.A
teamrushedthevictimtoahos-
pital in Jahangirpuri.Hewas re-
ferredtoanotherhospital,where
hewasdeclareddeadonarrival.
Policesuspect the threewere

fighting overmoney for drugs,
whichescalated.AnFIRhasbeen
filedunderIPCsections302(mur-
der)and34(commonintention).

Man stabbed, beaten
to death with bricks
in Adarsh Nagar

CCTVfootageof the incident

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,639 9,565
ICU BEDS 2,220 2,203

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
19,634

NOIDA
June 3 June4

Cases N/A N/A
Deaths N/A N/A
GURGAON
Cases 151 104
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 79
OXYGENSUPPORT 19
VENTILATORSUPPORT 0

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,08,387

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
June3 345 389 0 18,334
June4 405 384 0 19,562
Total 1,467* 18,80,708 26,212 3,86,05,958
*Total active cases inDelhi
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An initiative by
*

Source Segregation of Waste -
the first step towards a Circular Economy

Dignified
livelihood for

waste workers

Mandated
by Law

DOMESTIC
HAZARDOUS

NON BIO
DEGRADABLE

BIO
DEGRADABLE

Improves recycle
potential

Easiest to
segregate at
source.
Takes no time

Reduces
dumping

Reduces
pollution
significantly

Enables composting which
helps in enriching the soil

Mo
re

rea
sons to segregate

Alag Karo is a program to make source segregation of waste in 3 categories- biodegradable,
non-biodegradable and domestic hazardous, a habit for one and all. This is done by creating awareness
and building capacities of all stakeholders such as municipal staff, Apartment Associations, civil society

and also waste workers to ensure higher recycling rates

For more information on how to implement source
segregation in your society visit www.alagkaro.com

Follow us on

@alagkaro @alag_karo

World Environment DayWorld Environment Day
(One Earth)(One Earth)

Only One Earth should be a war cry

IMAGINE BEING on a dilapidated
raft in a stormy ocean. At pre-
sent, our existence on earth is as

precarious. The raft was not as tat-
tered earlier, human beings have
been thriving on it for many cen-
turies. We grew exponentially by
eliminating all competition, killing,
enslaving other species, ignoring
the fact that they were helping
maintain the delicate balance for
the raft.We also built safe havens
and other comfort goods by cutting and using
material from this raft itself! Now, with eight bil-
lion of us living with this ‘don’t care’ attitude, the
raft is soon about to give way and topple over.
What do we do?We can’t go elsewhere because,
for us, it is “only one earth”! We have no option
but to rebuild the raft while living on it! It’s chal-
lenging and there is no magical solution or a
technology fix. Understanding earth’s complex
systems and evolving a way of life that is in har-
mony with it is the only option.

We cannot leave it to governments, experts
or activists alone. Each one of us has to make

our footprint smaller by choos-
ing a lifestyle that is less de-
manding on earth’s resources.
Living right, however, is not
easy in today’s complex world.
For example, switching from
plastic to paper cups may seem
like the right decision, it is
made from fossil fuel. But pa-
per cups use far more fossil fuel
in their production. They also
have a much bigger chemical

and water load and poorer recycling rates com-
pared to plastic cups as hot beverage paper
cups are lined with a plastic layer. Best would
be to reject both and go for reusables.

But reusables are better only when they are
reused. If you are buying a new cotton bag
every time you go to a store and have a pile of
these at home, you are not helping the cause.
These decisions are easier and become intuitive
if we engage with the issue. Understand recy-
cling, visit paper and plastic recycling facilities.
Basically, understand the big picture to help put
the pieces together.

Engaging deeply will also help us demand ap-
propriate and impactful actions from govern-
ments and businesses. Individually we are pow-
erless but as a group of voters and consumers,
we are more powerful than the governments and
businesses who seem to control our lives.

Hence collectively we must exercise that con-
trol and do it with a sense of responsibility. We
don’t have to meet state heads to be heard. Par-
ticipating in local governance like attending
ward/ layout/apartment committee meetings; en-
gaging with local Municipal officers and council-
lors etc. will make a huge difference if we all start
doing it. On the business front, keep a watch on
the kind of products introduced in the market, re-
ject harmful or over-packaged products, read la-
bels, demand more transparency and account-
ability, ask questions on social media.All this will
not require more than a few days in a year but
collectively it would add billions of eyes to moni-
tor and billions of hands to restore our environ-
ment.

Only One Earth is not just a theme for this
World Environment Day, it’s a war cry. We need
all hands on the deck.

Continental Carbon India Private Limited on Friday planted 500 trees in
their factory and its surrounding.This action is a part of Continental Carbon's
green initiative. The employees actively participated in this event, with
each of them planting a tree of their choice. This is a step towards the
growing need of reducing the carbon footprint of the industries. CCIPL
collectively aims for a greener tomorrow. As per Niraj Singh, the Head of
Administration of Continental Carbon, the unit has planned to plant 5,000
trees this year.

CONTINENTAL CARBON INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED

ADVERTORIAL

Divya Tiwari
Principal Scientist &

Advisor, Saahas

Let’s resolve to save the
only planet we have

Every year, an estimated 7 million people
die as a result of air pollution, with the
bulk of deaths occurring in theAsia-Pacific

region.World Environment Day is a call to action
for all of us to protect our natural environment,
which includes anything from littering to global
warming. The UN first established World Envi-
ronment Day in 1972 and decided to observe it
on June 5 every year. The day promotes global
activism. World Environment Day is a world-
wide celebration as well as a forum for public
education.

The 2019 event was hosted by China, which
currently owns half of the world's electric ve-
hicles and 99 per cent of the world's electric
buses. "The country has shown outstanding
leadership in combating household air pollu-
tion," said UN Environment Acting Head
Joyce Msuya. "It can now assist motivate the
rest of the globe to take more action."

The first World Environment Day was held
50 years ago with the slogan "Only One
Earth." It is still true five decades later, because
the Earth is still our sole home, and humanity
must protect its precious resources.The global
campaign for World Environment Day 2022
uses the hashtag #OnlyOneEarth to push for
policy and choice improvements that enable
cleaner, greener, and more sustainable living in
harmony with nature.

Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister, at-
tended the first United Nations Conference on
Environment in 1972. Participants endorsed a
set of principles, the Stockholm Declaration and
Action Plan, and several other resolutions at
the meeting. The United Nations Environment
Programme was also established at the Stock-
holm Conference (UNEP).

The Stockholm Declaration, which was
drafted collaboratively by developed and de-
veloping countries, recognises that humans
have attained extraordinary power to modify
their environment, with substantial implica-
tions for human well-being and economic
p g gprogress. Countries acknowledge the need for a

common vision to inspire and guide the world's
peoples in the protection and enhancement of
the human environment through this agree-
ment. It contains 26 principles on the relation-
ship between human progress and the envi-
ronment, which might be considered one of the
cornerstones of the international policy known
as "sustainable development."The declaration
is frequently seen as a watershed moment in
the evolution of international environmental
law, as it recognises the importance of a
healthy environment for people.

"The concept of World Environment Day
was conceived 50 years ago at the Stock-
holm United Nations Conference on the Hu-
man Environment in 1972. It sprang from the
realisation that we must take action to pro-
tect the air, land, and water on which we all
rely,” said UN Under-Secretary-General and
Executive Director of the UN Environment
Programme, IngerAndersen.

The global campaign #OnlyOneEarth for
World Environment Day 2022 pushes for pol-
icy and decision reforms that enable cleaner,
greener, and sustainable living in harmony with
nature. It will focus on the importance of living
sustainably and in peace with nature, as well
as our options for transitioning to a greener
lifestyle through policy and individual choices.
The motto of the 1972 Stockholm Conference

ywas "Only One Earth."The motto is as relevant

today as it was 50 years ago: this planet is our
only home, and humanity must protect its pre-
cious resources.

The year 2022 will be a watershed mo-
ment in UNEP's and the global environmen-
tal community's history. It is the 50th an-
niversary of the foundation of the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as
a result of the Stockholm Conference. It also
falls on the same day as the high-level Stock-
holm+50 international summit.These iconic
events provide a platform for the world com-
munity to strengthen cooperation and
demonstrate leadership in the transition to a
more sustainable society.

On the 2nd and 3rd of June 2022, the Gov-
ernment of Sweden, with the help of the
Government of Kenya, will host Stock-
holm+50, 50 years after the 1972 Stock-
holm Conference. The 50th anniversary of
this landmark conference and its conse-

quence documents, most notably the Stock-
holm Declaration, will be commemorated dur-
ing this international gathering. Stockholm+50
will help to accelerate progress toward a more
sustainable society, including a long-term re-
covery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The meeting will reflect on the urgent need
for actions toward a healthy planet and pros-
perity for all, as well as achieving a sustainable
and inclusive recovery from the COVID-19 pan-
demic and speeding up the implementation of
the environmental dimension of Sustainable
Development in the context of the Decade of
Action, in three leadership dialogues.

Human rights and the environment are
inextricably linked: a clean, healthy, and sus-
tainable environment is necessary for the en-
joyment of our human rights, whereas pol-
luted, toxic, or otherwise unhealthy settings
may infringe on our rights. Geneva, as the
world's principal hub for human rights con-
cerns, has been instrumental in advancing
the agenda at the intersection of human

grights and the environment.

This year’s campaign harks back to the first 1972
UN declaration to save “Only One Earth”

Implement the ‘reuse, recycle, renew’ mantra in daily life. As consumers making the
right choice, we are more powerful than the governments and businesses who seem to

control our lives, says Divya Tiwari, Principal Scientist & Advisor, Saahas
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GUWAHATI, JUNE4

DELHI DEPUTY Chief Minister
ManishSisodiaSaturdayalleged
that Assam Chief Minister
HimantaBiswaSarmahadgiven
PPEsupplycontractsabovemar-
ket rates to his wife and son’s
businesspartnersamidthepan-
demic inMarch 2020. Sarma—
whowas the state’s healthmin-
ister in2020—saidhewouldfile
adefamationcaseagainstSisodia.
AtapressconferenceinDelhi,

the AAP leader accused the
AssamCMofengagingin“brazen
corruption”onthe“pretextofthe
pandemic”, citing a series of re-
portspublishedearlierthisweek
bynewswebsiteTheWire incol-
laborationwithGuwahati-based
portalTheCrossCurrent.
Thereportsallegedthatcom-

panies linked to Sarma’s wife
RinikiBhuyanSarmaand“close”
businessassociatesreceivedcon-
tracts for emergency medical
supplies (including PPEkits and
handsanitisers)atamuchhigher
price than the going rate and
without following a proper ten-
derprocess.Theallegationswere
based on RTI replies from the
state’sNationalHealthMission.
Sarma defended his wife,

saying she had “donated” the
kits and did not “take a single
penny”. “Ata timewhentheen-
tirecountrywasfacingtheworst
pandemic in over 100 years ,
Assamhardly had any PPE Kits.
Mywifetookthecourageofcom-
ingforwardanddonatingaround
1500 free of cost to the govt to
savelives”Sarmatweeted. “Stop
sermonising and I will see you

sooninGuwahatiasyouwillface
criminaldefamation.”
TheWirereportsaidthatwhen

thefirmofSarma’swife’sfailedto
supply the 5,000 PPE kits as per
thequantityspecifiedintheorder,
itwas cancelled byNHM. Later,
1,485PPEkitswerepresentedas
partof thefirm’scorporatesocial
responsibility,thereportsaid.
The other company too —

where Sarma’s son is a business
partner—wasunabletocomplete
thesupplyorder,asperthereport.
Citingthereport,Sisodiasaid

despite theother firmnotbeing
abletomeetthesupply,another
supplyorderwasgiventoitatan
evenhigher rateof Rs1,680.
He said that at the time the

orderswere placed, the Assam
governmentwasalreadybuying
PPE kits at Rs 600 fromanother
company. “But the companies
ownedbyhiswifeandson’sbusi-
nesspartnersgot thecontractat
Rs990apiece,”healleged.
RespondingtoSarma’stweets,

Sisodiaattachedapurportedpic-
ture of the contract. “Are these
documents lying?” he asked. To
this, Sarma accused Sisodia of
cherry-pickingandshowing“half
thedocumenttrail”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

ALLTHEministersof theOdisha
government as well as the
Speaker of the state Assembly
resignedonSaturday,pavingthe
wayforamuch-awaitedCabinet
reshuffle by Chief Minister
NaveenPatnaik.
Several ministers are ex-

pected to be dropped and
drafted fororganisationalwork,
while Speaker Surjya Narayan
Patro is likely to find a place in
the Cabinet. The oath-taking is
scheduled for Sunday. Sources
said emphasis is on having a
“slightlyyounger”Cabinet.
Themove came a day after

theBJDregisteredlandslidevic-
tory in the Brajrajnagar
Assemblyby-election,andthree
of its candidates were elected
unopposed to theRajyaSabha.
The BJD has been ruling

Odishacontinuously since2000.
Patnaik,whocelebratedthe25th
anniversaryof hispublic life ear-
lier thisweekand completed22
yearsasChiefMinisterlastmonth,
remainsinabsolutecontrolofhis
partyandthegovernment,andis
henceunlikely to face any resist-
anceover changes in theorgani-
sationorcouncilofministers.
Askedwhetheranyimportant

leaderwouldbeinductedintothe
cabinet,apartyMPsaid:"Nobody
is important." AnotherMP said:
"OnlyNaveenand (VK)Pandian
(his Private Secretary) would
know.Therestisallspeculation."
There has been talk about a

massiveoverhaul of theCabinet
and party since April, after
Patnaik carried out a review of
the BJD's performance in the
panchayatandurban localbody
elections.WhiletheBJDdidwell
inthepolls,theCMaskedallmin-
isterstosubmitperformancere-
portsof theirdepartments.
This is not the first time

Patnaik is carrying out a mid-
term reshuffle of his Cabinet. In
2017,hehaddoneasimilarexer-
ciseafterthepanchayatelections.
Hehad then asked10out of the
20ministers in his government
toresign.Fiveoftheformermin-
istersweregivenresponsibilities
intheparty'sdistrictunits.
“TherearesomanyMLAsand

youhavetoaccommodateevery-
body. Some people will move
fromtheministry topartywork
and some from the party to the
government,”aBJDleadersaid.

NAVJEEVANGOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JUNE4

SINGERSIDHUMoosewala’s fa-
therBalkaurSinghSaturdayclar-
ifiedthathewillnotcontestany
election, putting an end to the
speculationthathadstartedfol-
lowing a social media post by
noted economist Sardara Singh
Johl.Theremarkscameafterhe,
with wife Charan Kaur, met
HomeMinister Amit Shah and
demanded a probe by central
agencies into the murder of
MoosewalaonMay29.
“Haale mere putt da siva

thandanahihoya(Thepyreofmy
son isnot yetdoused). I haveno

intention to contest elections,”
said Balkaur Singh in a video
message.
Hesaid:“Igethurtseeingdif-

ferentsocialmediaposts.Donot
payheedto them”.
Balkaur Singh said he was

thankful toallwhostoodby the
family in the hour of grief and
urgedpeopletoattendthe‘bhog’
ceremony of his son on June 8.
He added that hewould “share
his thoughts then”.
Thestatementcameadayaf-

ter Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh RajaWarring,
Congress Legislature Party
leader Partap Singh Bajwa and
Shiromani Akali Dal (Sanyukt)
leaderParminderSinghDhindsa

endorsedasuggestionof Johl to
get Balkaur elected unopposed
fromSangrurLokSabhaseat.
InapostonhisFacebookpage,

Johlwrote: “I feel itmaybe a bit
helpful consolation if the father
ofSidhuMoosewalaispersuaded
tobeelectedinby-electiontothe
Parliament from Sangrur con-
stituency unopposed.”Warring
said: “Hope all other parties
agree.” Bajwa too said Balkaur
Singhshouldbefieldedasacon-
sensus candidate. Dhindsa as-
suredhisparty'ssupport.
Thebypollwasnecessitated

after BhagwantMann vacated
the seat on being elected from
Dhuri in the 2022 Punjab
Assemblyelections.

NAVJEEVANGOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JUNE4

INAmajorjolttotheCongressin
Punjab, its Mohali mayor, four
formerministers and a former
MLAjoinedtheBJPonSaturday,
as did two former Shiromani
AkaliDal(SAD)MLAs,givingthe
saffronpartyashot in thearm.
Former CongressMLA from

BarnalaKewalDhillon,whowas
expelled for alleged anti-party
activities, and former SADMLA
Sarup Chand Singla, who quit
thepartyinMarchlastyear,also
joinedtheBJP.Formerchiefpar-
liamentary secretary and ex-
AkalileaderfromShamChaurasi
assembly constituency
MohinderKaur Joshandformer
Congressminister Balbir Singh
Sidhu's brother and Mohali
mayorAmarjit SinghSidhualso

joined theparty.
The four former ministers

werewelcomed to the BJP fold
in the presence of Punjab BJP
president Ashwani Sharma,
party's national general secre-
tary Tarun Chugh and Union
CabinetministerGajendraSingh
Shekhawat.
Themovement comes on a

daywhenUnionHomeMinister
AmitShah is inPanchkula to in-
augurate Khelo India Youth
Games. He also interactedwith
party leaders inChandigarh.
Earlier, a video of themwith

formerstateCongresschiefSunil
Jakhar, who had last month
joinedtheBJP,wascirculatedon
thesocialmediafuelingspecula-
tionsofthemjoiningtheBJPfold.
Alsoseeninthevideowasformer
Akali leader Manjinder Singh
Sirsa, who had also switched
over totheBJP.

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, JUNE4

AHEAD OF the contest for the
sixth Rajya Sabha seat in
Maharashtra, therulingpartner
intheMahaVikasAghadi(MVA)
coalition, the Shiv Sena, has
asked all its MLAs to come to
Mumbai on June 8. It has
arrangeda southMumbaihotel
toputthemupattilltheelection
concludeson June10.
Shiv Sena has fielded two

candidates for the forthcoming
elections for theUpperHouse.
Alongwith Sena, the other

parties in theMVA—Congress
andNCP—arealsointheprocess

ofpreparingastrategytokeepall
their MLAs as well as
Independentsandlegislatorsofal-
liedparties together toavoidany
chanceofpoaching,saidsources.
Inall,sevencandidatesarein

thefrayforsixRajyaSabhaseats
in Maharashtra. While Friday
was the last day forwithdrawal
ofnominations,nocandidatere-
treated,making the contest im-
minent for thesixthseat,which
willbeprimarilybetweenSena's
Sanjay Pawar and BJP's
DhananjayMahadik.
OnJune8,ChiefMinisterand

Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray will hold a rally in
Aurangabad. Taking note of the
same, the party has advised all

MLAs,otherthanthosefromthe
Aurangabad region, to reach
Mumbai. A senior party leader
said, "We have called all MLAs
belonging to our party, allied
parties and Independents to
Mumbai as a precautionary
measure.Theyhavebeentoldto
cometoMumbaion June8."
While, the BJP and theMVA

are now banking on
Independents and the other
smallerpartiesfortheelections,
the Samajwadi Party (SP) and
BahujanVikasAghadi(BVA)who
supported theMVA during the
formationof thegovernment in
Maharashtra in 2019, are yet to
open their cards.While SP has
twoMLAsandtheBVAthree.

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, JUNE4

THEBSPSaturday issued issued
a whip asking six MLAs who
wereelectedonpartyticketsbut
merged with the Congress in
2019 to vote for BJP-backed
IndependentcandidateSubhash
ChandraintheRajyaSabhaelec-
tions on June 10,warning them
thatnotdoingsowouldbecon-
sideredaviolation.
MediabaronChandra'sentry

hasthrownCongressplansinthe
stateupintheair.Thevoteofthe
six former BSPMLAs could be
decisive —with the legality of

theirmembership yet to be de-
cided by the Supreme Court.
Incidentally, fourof the sixhave
not joined the Congress contin-
gentholedup inUdaipur ahead
of theRajyaSabhapolls, though
theyarestillexpectedtovotefor
theCongress.
BSPstatepresidentBhagwan

Singh Baba said in a statement:
“Since youwon on a BSP ticket,
you are bound to act as per the
whipof theBSP.”
The MLAs in question had

mergedwiththerulingCongress
in September 2019. ACongress
sourcesaid:“Nocourthasgivena
stayontheirmembership,sothey
continuetobeourmembers.”

Chief
Minister
Naveen
Patnaik

All Odisha
ministers quit
ahead of move
for a younger
Cabinet

Shiv Sena to put up all MLAs at
Mumbai hotel until RS poll done

GITA PRESS CENTENARY
PresidentRamNathKovind,GovernorAnandibenPateland
UttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathatanevent to
mark thecentenarycelebrationsofGitaPress inGorakhpur
onSaturday.KovindsaidthatGitaPresshasplayedakeyrole
intakingculturalknowledgetothepeople. Express

MANISHSISODIA: ‘Contract
abovemarketrates’
HIMANTABISWASARMA:
‘Wifedidn’t takeapenny’

Sisodia says Himanta
gave PPE contracts to
kin’s biz partners; CM
to file for ‘defamation’

HomeMinisterAmitShahwiththeparentsof SidhuMoosewala inChandigarh,Saturday.PTI

Punjab Cong is jolted
again: 4 ex-ministers,
other leaders join BJP

TheformerCongress leadersat thePunjabBJPoffice in
ChandigarhonSaturday.KamleshwarSingh

BSP whip to six MLAs
who merged with Cong:
Vote for Subhash Chandra

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

THE SUPREMECourt has asked
theCentretohavearelookat the
blanket exemption given to the
IndianPoliceService(IPS),DANIPS
andIRPFSfromtheonusofreserv-
ingpostsforpersonswithdisabil-
ities under theRights of Persons
WithDisabilitiesAct,2016.
The top court's order came

after thegovernment, inanaffi-
davit, stated that people with
benchmarkdisability—disabil-
ity of more than 40%— are not
considered for any post in the
three services, given the nature
of theirwork.
BesidestheIPS,NCTofDelhi,

Andaman andNicobar Islands,
Lakshadweep, Daman and Diu

and Dadra and Nagar Haveli
Police Service (DANIPS) and the
Indian Railway Protection Force
Service(IRFPS)arealsoexempted
frommakingsuchreservation.

During the hearing of the
matter on May 19, Attorney
General K K Venugopal also ex-
pressed the view that the “affi-
davitperhapsneedsa relook”.
The courtwas hearing a pe-

tition by the National Platform
for the Rights of the Disabled,
which had challenged the noti-
fication by the Department of
Empowermentof PersonsWith
Disabilities (DEPWD)under the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowermentgrantingexemp-
tion from reserving posts to
Persons with Benchmark
Disabilitiesinthethreeservices.
The DEPWD is the compe-

tent authority to exempt any
Central government post or
service from the purview of
reservationunder theAct.
Requests from Central gov-

ernment establishments seek-
ingexemptionfromthepurview
of the Act are considered by an
Inter-DepartmentalCommittee
(IDC), headedby Joint Secretary
of the department, which was
constitutedonAugust16,2017.
Hearing the matter, an SC

bench presided by Justice AM
Khanwilkaragreedwiththesub-
mission of Senior Counsel
ArvindDatarPDatarthatIDC, in
its August 13, 2021meeting to
discusstheMHA’srequestseek-
ingexemptionfromthereserva-
tions, did not discuss all cate-
gories of disability, “including
[those]relatingtothefeasibility
ofappointmenttonon-combat-
iveposts”.
“In such a situation, it is ap-

propriate that the Committee
must examine the matter

afresh,” the court said. “While
doingso, itoughttotakeintoac-
count the recommendations
madebytheexpertsandalsothe
additional note to be furnished
by thepetitioner.”
OnMarch 25, 2022, the SC

had allowed candidates with
physical disabilities, who have
clearedthecivilserviceswritten
exam, to provisionally apply for
selection to the three services
andsaidthattheirclaimscanbe
considered, subject to the out-
comeof thecase.
In an affidavit filed in the

courtonApril21,theCentresaid:
“...IPS, DANIPS and IRPFS are
dealingwith security establish-
ments. It isthereforeessentialto
maintainthehigheststandardof
physicalaswellasmentalfitness
alertnessall the time”.

SECTION33of theActman-
dates thegovernment to
identifyposts that canbe
heldbyvariouscategories
of personswithbenchmark
disabilities. Section34(1)of
theActprovides for reser-
vationof not less than4% in
government jobs to identi-
fiedcategoriesof persons
withbenchmarkdisability
—peoplewithdisabilityof
40%ormore.

WHATTHELAWSAYS

Reviewdisability quota immunity of
IPS, two other forces: SC to Centre

Moosewala parents meet Shah;
father says won’t contest polls

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,JUNE4

CONTINUING its focus onOBCs,
the BJP Saturday declared
Bhojpuri actor-turned-politician
Dinesh Lal Yadav ‘Nirahua’ and
former Samajwadi Party MLC
Ghanshyam Lodhi as its candi-
dates forAzamgarhandRampur
LokSabhaconstituencies,respec-
tively, inthecomingbypolls.
Both seats areprestige fights,

having been vacated by SP stal-
wartsAkhileshYadav andAzam
Khan after their move to the
Assemblyintherecentelections.
Nirahuahad contested from

AzamgarhLokSabhaseatin2019
as a BJP nominee, but lost to

Akhilesh—hegot almost half of
theSPchief'stallyof60.36%votes.
The ticket toNirahua shows

thatheremainsinthegoodbooks
ofChiefMinisterYogiAdityanath.
Ahead of the recent Assembly
polls,hehadreleasedvideossup-
portingAdityanathasCMin2022
and2027aswell.
ABJPleadersaidNirahuawas

anaturalchoice.“Hehasstardom
andisyoung.Heispopularamong
theyouthsofeasternUP.Evenaf-
ter losingtheelection in2019,he

has been active in the con-
stituency.Peopleknowhim.”
Plus, the BJP leader said,

NirahuaisalsoaYadav,whichwill
get him the support of the com-
munityiftheSPfieldsanon-Yadav
candidate.Yadavsformthelargest
chunkofvotersinAzamgarh.
FromAzamKhan'sstronghold

ofRampur,BJPhas fieldedLodhi,
who started his political career
withBJP,movedtoBSP,SP,andhas
nowreturnedtohisparentparty.
ABJPleadersaidtheyarecon-

fidentofLodhi'svictory.“Heisan
establishedOBC leader and old
politicalfigureofRampur.TheBJP
willgetOBCvotesbecauseofhim.
AsBSP is not contestingRampur
bypoll,wearehopefulofgettinga
majorityofDalitvotesaswell.”

‘Nirahua’
isBJP’s
Azamgarh
candidate

As SP strain shows, BJP again leans on
OBCs for Azamgarh, Rampur bypolls

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JUNE4

THERAJASTHANgovernment is
consideringbringinginlegislation
to give the Chief Minister the
power toappoint chancellors for
28 state-fundeduniversities. As
per theBill, theGovernor,who is
nowtheChancellor,willbecome
theVisitorof theseuniversities.
If thenewlegislation—titled

Rajasthan State Funded
UniversitiesAct—comes intoef-
fect, theGovernorwill alsohave
nosay in theselectionprocessof
V-Csofstate-fundeduniversities.
Thedraft,aswellaspresenta-

tionsrelatedtotheAct,talkabout
howthis“umbrellaAct”willhelp
protect universities “frompoliti-
cal interference” and “ensuring
implementation of government
policies andenhancing account-
abilityofofficerstotheauthorities
of universities and state govern-
ment and ease in policy imple-
mentationandgovernance”.
A government presentation

relatedtothedraftBillsaysitwill
helpavoidconflictsarisingoutof
differenceofopinionbetweenthe
Governor’s office andRajasthan
government. “Though Higher
Education is the responsibilityof
the Statebeing in Joint list, it has
lessdirectroleinissuingdirectives

totheUniversities,”saysthepres-
entation.
“The Governor shall be the

Visitor of the University. The
Visitorwhenpresentwillpreside
over the Convocation of the
University.TheVisitorshallhave
other powers as prescribed by
theStatutesoftheUniversity.The
ChiefMinisterofGovernmentof
Rajasthan shall appoint a
ChancellorfortheUniversity.The
tenure of the Chancellorwill be
Fiveyearsortilltheappointment
of the next Chancellor by the
ChiefMinister,whicheverisear-
lier,” thedraft says.
It says the Chancellor so ap-

pointedwill be aneminent edu-

cationistorscholarofreputeover
the age of 65 andnot exceeding
the age of 75. Nopersonwill be
appointedtheChancellorofmore
thanthreeuniversities.

The Chancellor will in turn
appoint V-Cs in concurrence
with the state government, on
therecommendationsofaselec-
tion committee consisting of a

person nominated by the uni-
versity's boardofmanagement,
a person nominated by the
UGC chairman, a person nomi-
nated by the Chancellor and
a person nominated by the
stategovernment.
Thiswill effectively leave the

Governornosayovertheselection
ofaV-C.Atpresent,theGovernor,
who is also the Chancellor for
state-funded universities, has a
nominee in the V-C selection
committee.
A top official of the State

Higher Education Department
saiddeliberationsareonand the
Billmightbepresentedbeforethe
Cabinetforapprovalsoon.

IndependentMLAfromSirohi
SanyamLodha,whoisalsoanad-
visor of CMAshokGehlot, wel-
comed themove. “I have spoken
about this in theHouse aswell. I
also gave the example ofWest
Bengal. Arajkta (anarchy) has
started,peoplewhoarenoteligi-
blearebecomingvice-chancellors
and are later raidedby theAnti-
CorruptionBureau. ThenewBill
willbringuniformity,”Lodhasaid.
Earlier this year, Rajasthan

GovernorKalrajMishracancelled
two meetings of the Board of
Managementandadvisorycom-
mittee of the Haridev Joshi
UniversityofJournalismandMass
Communication(HJU),settingoff

apoliticalcontroversy.Asuniver-
sity officials alleged interference
bytheRajBhavan,Lodha,whoisa
memberoftheuniversity’sboard,
questionedMishra'smove. The
RajBhavansaidthestepwastaken
toensure thatnopolicydecision
wastakentowardstheendofthe
tenureof thenV-COmThanvi.
HJU is among the 28 state-

fundeduniversitiescoveredbythe
draftBill.
The Rajasthan government

andGovernor also differed over
anamendmentActpassedinthe
Assembly in March. The Raj
Bhavansentbacktheamendment
Bill to thegovernment for recon-
sideration,citingUGCregulations.

E●EX
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In linewithsome
non-BJPstates

THEMOVEfollowsseveral instancesof astand-off between
thestategovernmentandtheofficeofRajasthanGovernor
KalrajMishra.Thedrafthasbeenpreparedafterstudying
similar legislationplannedbyothernon-BJPstatesor in
placethere, suchasKerala,WestBengal,Maharashtra,and
AndhraPradesh,aswellasUGCregulations.

Now, Rajasthan govt plans Bill to take chancellor rights from Governor
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

THE INFORMATION and
Broadcasting Ministry Saturday
asked Twitter and YouTube to take
downadeodorantbrand’sadvertise-
ment videos that appeared to trivi-
alise sexualviolence.
The advertising industry’s self-

regulatorybody,too,foundtheLayer'r
Shot ad to be against its guidelines
andtoldthecompanytosuspendit.
TheministrywrotetoTwitterand

YouTubeSaturdaystatingthattheads

violatedtheInformationTechnology
(IntermediaryGuidelinesandDigital
MediaEthicsCode)Rules,2021.
It flagged “certain videoswhich

appear to be an advertisement of a
company, and are being posted by
several users on the intermediary
platformTwitter”.
Theadvertisementshadtriggered

anger online, with several people
pointingout rape jokes in them.
In its email to YouTube, the gov-

ernment said one video has been
“viewedclose toamillion timesand
also shared on other social media
platforms”.

“The abovementioned video is
detrimental to the portrayal of
women in the interestof decencyor
morality, and in violationof the rule
3(1)(b)(ii) of the Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines andDigitalMedia Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021, which inter-alia
providesthattheusersshallnothost,
display, upload, modify, publish,
transmit, store, update or share any
informationwhichisinsultingorha-
rassing on the basis of gender,” the
emails tobothplatformssaid.
TheAdvertisingStandardsCouncil

ofIndia(ASCI),theindustry’sself-reg-

ulatory body, lays down the code for
self-regulationinadvertisingonTVin
accordancewiththeCableTelevision
Network Rules 1994. ASCI “has also
foundthevideotobeinviolationofits
guidelines…. (and) has notified the
advertisertosuspendtheadonanim-
mediatebasis,” theministrysaid.
After oneof theadswas referred

to ASCI on Twitter by viewers on
Friday, it had said: “The ad is in seri-
ous breach of the ASCI Code and is
against public interest. We have
takenimmediateactionandnotified
the advertiser to suspend the ad,
pending investigation.”

SANATHPRASAD
BENGALURU, JUNE4

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister
BasavarajBommaidissolvedthe
controversial textbook revision
committeeandsaidthegovern-
ment was open to revising the
contentof thetextbooksagainif
people had objections to the
changesintroducedbythepanel.
Bommai’s decision came af-

terstatePrimaryandSecondary
EducationMinister B C Nagesh
submitted a report on the com-
mittee. Bommai said the com-
mitteewasdissolvedasitswork
wascomplete.
There were widespread

protests in Karnataka over the
revisionsintheClass10Kannada
andSocialSciencetextbooksfor
the academic year 2022-23,
madeonthe recommendations
of thetextbookreviewcommit-
tee headed by writer Rohith
Chakrathirtha.
Responding to the contro-

versy over social reformer
Basavanna’slesson,Bommaisaid,
“ShriPandithardhyaSwamyand
other seershaveexpressed their
criticismsagainst thechanges in
Basavanna’s lessons. However,
the new committee has not
changedanything.Ithasretained
the content on Basavanna’s les-
sons recommended by the
BaraguruRamachandrappacom-
mittee.Wehaveensurednoreli-
gioussentimentsarehurt.”
Withmanyclaimingthatpo-

emsofpoetKuvempuhadbeen
dropped,Bommaisaidwhilethe
previous textbook committee
included only seven poems of
Kuvempu, the new committee
has added three more and in-
cluded10of hispoems.

I&B Ministry asks Twitter and YouTube to
take down deodarant ads that made rape jokes

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

BJP PRESIDENT J P Nadda on Saturday spoke to
sevenheadsofmissions, includingtheRussianen-
voy,histhirdsuchinteractionaspartof theparty's
outreach initiative.
The BJP's foreign affairs wing chief, Vijay

Chauthaiwale, said Nadda thanked the countries
that helped in the rescue of Indian students from
Ukraineduring theRussian invasion.
Nadda elaborated on the structure, depart-

mentsandgrowthoftheparty,andalsotookques-
tionsfromtheenvoys.Hehassofarinteractedwith
33foreignenvoysaspartofthe'KnowBJP'initiative.
“Itwasanhonourtomeetwithdelegates from

differentcountriestodayatourpartyHQunderthe
'KnowBJP' initiative,"Nadda tweeted.
Interactionswithmoreenvoysareplannedfor

June11and13,Chauthaiwalesaid.WhileEuropean
countries are likely to be represented on June 11,
the focuswill on theMiddle East and African na-
tionson June13,headded.

Karnataka CM
says open to
again revising
content of
textbooks

Nadda speaks with
7 envoys in BJP’s
outreach initiative

Kolkata:WestBengalGovernor JagdeepDhankhar
Saturdaycriticisedthestate’sTMCgovernmentover
singerKK’sdeath,saying“therecouldnothavebeen
more failure of the administration”. He said there
wasnoriskmanagementinplaceatNazrulMancha,
thevenueofthesinger'sfinalperformance.“...there
wasacompletefailure.Thosesupposedtooversee
itmustbeheldaccountable,”hesaid. ENS

Dhankhar slams Bengal
govt over death of KK

KANPURCLASHES

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,JUNE4

ADAYafterclashesinBeckanganj
area of Kanpur, police on
Saturday said fourmore people
havebeenheld,takingthenum-
berof arrests to22, andclaimed
tohave identified themaincon-
spiratorsbehindtheviolence.
The government has asked

policeto invokeNSAagainst the
accused,andsaid theprobewill
look into the source of their
funding.
On Saturday, police lodged

threeseparateFIRsrelatedtothe
violence, two of them filed by
police personnel and one by a
privateperson.TheFIRsname55
persons and hundreds of
unidentifiedpeopleforallegedly
havinga role inFriday's clashes.
Pointing out that police are

trying to identify the accused
with CCTV footage, Additional
DirectorGeneral(LawandOrder)
PrashantKumarsaidtheaccused
andconspiratorswillbebooked
under UP Gangsters and Anti-
SocialActivities(Prevention)Act
and their properties would be
seizedandbulldozed.
KanpurPoliceCommissioner

Vijay SinghMeena said that 22
peoplehavebeenarrestedsofar;
of them,18wereheldonFriday.
Bankaccountsofthearrested

personswill be scrutinised and
their associationwith other or-
ganisations, including the
Popular Front of India (PFI),
wouldbe looked intoduring in-
vestigation,Meenasaid.
He said the probe will also

look at whether there was any
negligenceonpolice'spart.
According to officers, their

probe foundmembersof a local
outfit namedMMA Jauhar Fans
Association as main conspira-
tors. As per the association's
website, it isanon-profitorgan-
isation operating for the last 12
year, focussing on alleviating
povertyandsocial justice.
Meena said among the ar-

rested is the association’s na-
tional president, Hayat Jafar
Hashmi, its UP chairman Javed
Ahmed Khan, member
Mohammad Rahil, and one
MohammadSufiyanofKanpur.
Javed Ahmed ran a news

channel from Lucknow, police
said.“Aftertheviolence,welearnt
thatthesepeopleleftKanpurand
hid in Javed's Lucknow office.
Police raided the office and ar-
restedthem,”anofficersaid.
Meanwhile,12companiesof

Provincial Armed Constabulary
(PAC)havebeendeployed inar-
easunderBeckanganjpolicesta-
tion,whereviolence tookplace.
The fans association had

calledfora“bandh’ inKanpuron
Fridaytoprotestanobjectionable
statement against the Prophet,
purportedlymadebyBJP leader
Nupur Sharma during a TV de-
bate onMay 27. Violence broke
out in some areas when some
peopletriedtoforceshopkeepers
todownshutters,policesaid.Two
groupssoonenteredintoascuffle
and threw stones on each other
followingaheatedexchange.
Severalpeople,includingpo-

licemen,were injured.
The three FIRs have invoked

various Sections of IPC, includ-
ing307(attempttomurder),153
(wantonly giving provocation
withintenttocauseriot)and336
(actendangeringlifeorpersonal
safetyof others).

Policepersonnelpatrolanarea inKanpuronSaturday,a
dayafterclashesbrokeout.PTI

Cops consider
bulldozers; told
to invoke NSA

Security raised
in Srirangapatna
over VHP call for
puja at mosque

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MANDYA, JUNE4

SECURITY MEASURES were
tightened in Srirangapatna on
SaturdayfollowingVishwaHindu
Parishad’s (VHP) call to perform
pujaattheJamiamosque,claim-
ingthat itwasbuiltafterrazinga
Hanumantemple.
However,thedistrictadmin-

istration imposed prohibitory
orders toprevent anyprotest or
procession fromtakingplace.
Besides the district police

force, contingents of Karnataka
State Reserved Police were de-
ployed. Roadswere barricaded
and security pickets were
erected in the town.
Fearing backlash, many

shopkeepers around the shrine
downed shutters for theday af-
terBajrangDalandVHPactivists
raised ‘Jai Sriram’ slogans and
sportedsaffronscarvesandcar-
riedsaffron flags.
Some Hindutva outfits had

called for aprotestmarch to the
mosque, which authorities,
however,deniedpermission.
State HomeMinister Araga

Jnanendradirectedpolicetoen-
sure peace and public order in
view of VHP’s ‘Srirangapatna
Chalo’ campaign.

During ‘Srirangapatnachalo’
campaigninKarnataka’s
Mandyadistrict,Saturday.PTI
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BÊ-d³fd½fQf Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff
A³fb·f½fe Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûÔ ÀfZ ´ffSm¿f¯f
´fdV¨f¸f ÃfZÂf, ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f

Àff¸f¦fie WZ °fb BÊ-d³fd½fQf BÊ-´fûMÊ»f
etender.up.nic.in ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ 12.00
¶fªfZ °fI Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü BÊ-d³fd½fQf
Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f ´fS A½fI fVf I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ BÊ-
d³fd½fQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ Jû»fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ 1.
d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-Me-02/2022-23: ´ffSm ¿f¯f
´fdV¨f¸f ÃfZÂf ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fd·f³³f C´fIZ ³ýiûÔ
WZ°fb d½fd·f³³f Ãf¸f°ffAûÔ IZ ¶f`MSe Àf`M I e Af´fcd°fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 18,000/- (÷ . ANfSW WªffS
¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 1,770/- (I S
ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 27.06.2022Ü 2.
d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-Me-03/2022-23: ´ffSm ¿f¯f
´fdV¨f¸f ÃfZÂf ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fd·f³³f C´fIZ ³ýiûÔ
WZ°fb d½fd·f³³f ÀffBÊªfûÔ IZ E¸f.EÀf. µ»f`M I e
Af´fcd°fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 15,000/- (÷ . ´f³ýiW
WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 1,770/-
(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI
27.06.2022Ü BÊ-d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f CÀfe
dQ³f d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f ´fS Àff½fÊªfd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ
Jû»ff ªff¹fZ¦ff E½fa ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBªfd¶fO)
Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f °fQû³fbÀffS ¶fZ½fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f
I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f
¶f°ff¹fZ AÀ½feI fS/d½f·ffdªf°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ
IÈ ´f¹ff d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe, OfC³f»fûO, A³¹f
ÀfaVfû²f³fûÔ E½fa BÊ-d³fd½fQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffaI
°fI d½fÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff
etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Afg³f I SmÔÜ
WXÀ°ff./- ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff (´ffSmX¿f¯f ´fdV¨f¸f)
130-OXe, ´ffSmX¿f¯f ·f½f³f, d½f¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIÊY,
¸fZSXNX kkSXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ DYªffÊ ¶f¨ff¹fZÔllÜ ´fÂffaIY
3431/¸fb.A.(´ff.´f.)¸fZSXNX/ T-02&03/2022-

23 dQ³ffaIY:- 02.06.2022

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, JUNE4

THEMUMBAIPolicearrestedtwo
womenanddetainedfourminors
onFridayforallegedlykillinga51-
year-oldman at Tilak Nagar in
ChemburearlyThursday.Thetwo
women are themothers of the
minorswhohavebeendetained.
Police said the six allegedly

went to the house of Prakash
Waghmareandassaultedhimaf-
terheobjectedtohisniece’srela-
tionshipwithoneof theminors.
Accordingtothepolice,thein-

cidenttookplacearound1amon
Thursday.Waghmare,whowas
disabled, couldnot defendhim-
self duringtheassault,which led
tohisdeath,officerssaid.
“His 16-year-old niece is in a

relationshipwith oneof themi-
nor,who is also16yearsold.Her
family,includingherelderbrother
anduncle (Waghmare), had ob-
jected after shewas often seen
with the boy and his three
friends,”saidanofficer.
An argument broke outover

thematter onWednesdaynight,
afterwhich the family refused to
letherstepoutof thehouse.
However,thegirlmettheboy

alter.“Theboythencalledthegirl’s
brotherandthreatenedhimifhe
stopped the girl frommeeting
him,”saidtheofficer.
Subsequently, the boy gath-

ered theother threeminors and
the twowomenandwent to the
girl's house at Chembur early
Thursday tobeat upher brother,
thepolicesaid.“Whilethebrother
managed to flee, they assaulted
the unclewith bamboo sticks,”
theofficeradded.

SANJANABHALERAO&
RUPSACHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, JUNE4

FORTHEfourthconsecutiveday,
Maharashtra recorded over
1,000 Covid-19 cases on
Saturday. The state witnessed
1,357 new cases, the highest
sinceFebruary20when1,437in-
fectionswere logged.
Overhalf of thenewcases—

889— are fromMumbai alone.
ThisisfollowedbyNaviMumbai
(104) and Thane (91). The only
death reported across the state
onSaturdaywas fromMumbai.
HealthMinister RajeshTope

clarified on Saturday that the
government has not decided to
make masks mandatory.
Speaking tomediapersons, he
saidthatconfusionhasbeencre-
atedinsomesectionsof theme-
dia due to usage of somewords
inathree-pagelettersentbythe
healthdepartmenttothedistrict
collectors.
Expecting a further rise in

Covid-19cases,AdditionalChief
Secretary Dr Pradeep Vyas, in a
letter to the DCs on Friday, had
directedthattesting,genomese-
quencingandsurveillancebein-
creased. The letterhadsaid that
masking in closed places is a
“must”.
Tope,however,saidthatasof

now, there is no compulsion on
peopletomaskupandtheyhave
only been urged to use face
masks in closed spaces. “The
government is keeping a close
watchon thesituationandnec-
essaryactionwouldbetakenaf-
ter10-15days,”headded.
Vyas also clarified that no

governmentresolutionhasbeen

issued in this regard.
DrPradipAwate,thestatesur-

veillanceofficer,said,“Thesever-
ityoftheinfectionsismild.People
are recovering within two to
threedays.But it isessential that
peoplewearmasks in crowded
placesandtakeboostershots.”
“Number of cases are likely

to increase further in the next
oneortwodays.Sofar,theinfec-
tion spread is restricted only in
six tosevendistricts,”headded.
The state’s active case tally

stood at 5,888 on Saturday. At
4,294, 72 per cent of the active
cases from acrossMaharashtra
are fromMumbai.
A day after the

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) commis-
sioner instructed his staff to in-
crease testing, the number of
tests conducted in the last 24
hoursinMumbaicrossed10,000
for the first time in the last two
months.
ThedailyTestPositivityRate

(TPR) – the number of positive
cases detected among the tests
conducted – stood at 8.6 per
cent. Between Friday and
Saturday,10,257testswerecon-
ducted inMumbai.
In the last onemonth, active

Covid-19 cases inMaharashtra
havesurgedsix-fold.Vyas' letter
to the district collectors had
stated that daily cases have
crossed 1,000 for the first time
on 1 June after three months.
“Currently, Mumbai
MetropolitanRegionandThane
are seeing a surge in Covid-19
casesbutwiththepositivityrate
increasing in other districts, we
can expect an increase in cases
inotherdistrictsaswell,”thelet-
terhadadded.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE4

WHILE THE Jammu and
Kashmiradministrationhasor-
dered transfer of Kashmiri
Hindu employees to relatively
safer locations in theValley fol-
lowing a spike in targeted at-
tacksbymilitants, theadminis-
tration's decision to put these
orders in public domain has
raised concern among these
employees.Theyfeelpublican-
nouncement of their postings
haveput their lives at risk.
While the Directorate of

SchoolEducationsubsequently
removed the orders from its
website, they continue to re-
main posted on the website of
Rural Development
Department.
Director,RuralDevelopment

(Kashmir), ImamDin told The
Sunday Express that he is not
awarethattheordersarestillup
on the department's website.
"Are the orders posted on our
website," he asked. “Let me
check it first.”
Over the last few days, the

UT administration has trans-
ferred hundreds of employees,
appointed under the Prime
Minister's Relief and
Rehabilitationpackage,to"safer
locations" inSrinagarandother
district headquarters in the
Valley. Under pressure to show
compliance of the administra-
tion'sdirectionstoimmediately

transfer these employees, the
EducationDepartment and the
RuralDevelopmentDepartment
put these transfer orders on
theirwebsites.
With the orders showing

their new places of posting,
Kashmiri Pandit employees say
ithasputtheir livesatrisk,mak-
ing them easy targets for mili-
tants. "Obviously this is a mat-
ter of concern for us in the kind
of situation we are living in,"
Vikas Hangloo, a Kashmiri
Pandit employee, said. “Since
yesterday,wehavebeen seeing
orders, with name and place of
posting, circulating on
WhatsApp. This has put us at
risk. In fact, some political par-
ties have also raised concern
over this.”
Director, Education, Tasduq

HussainMir did not respond to
repeatedcallsandmessagesfor
a comment.
In Kashmir, the BJP has

termed thedecision topost the
transfer orders online as a “big
securitybreach”anddemanded
actionagainstgovernmentoffi-
cers responsible for this.
“Makingthelistpubliconsocial
platforms is a big security
breach, as terroristsnowhavea
clear idea on who is posted
where," J&K BJP spokesperson
Altaf Thakur said. “The govern-
mentmusttakeastrongnoteof
it and find out who is making
thefreshtransfer lists...publicat
a timewhen target killings are
takingplace in theValley".

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,JUNE4

THREEMEN from Jammu and
Kashmir’s Doda and Ramban
districts were arrested in con-
nection with an explosion in
Udhampur on March 9 that
killedonepersonandinjured16.
Police said theblastwas caused
byastickybomb.
MohammadRamzanSohilof

HallaBoharDharinRambandis-
trict,aswellasKhurshedAhmed
ofMotlaDessaandNisarAhmed
KhanofDhaniBhaderwah,both
inDodadistrict,werearrestedin
thecase,policesaid.Theyadded
thattwostickybombswerealso
seized fromdifferent locations.
Police said that during their

investigation of the March 9
blast, Sohil had confessed to
placing a sticky bomb in
Udhampur’s Slathia Chowk al-
legedly on the directions of his
Pakistani handler Mohammad

Amin alias
Khubaib.
Additional

director gen-
eral of police
(ADGP) for
Jammu zone,
MukeshSingh,
said Khubaib
is presently in
Pakistan. The
ADGPalsosaid
that Sohil’s fa-
ther,
Mohammad
Ishaq Sohil,
had been a
trained mili-
tant of
Lashkar-e-
Toiba andwas
killed in2003.
For the

Udhampur
blast, Rs
30,000 was
sent to Sohil’s
bank account
on March 23,
Singh said,
adding that
the money
wasdeposited
by Khurshed
Ahmedon the
directions of
Khubaib.
The third

person ar-
rested in the
case, Nisar
Ahmed Khan,
isatrainedLeT
militant.

Hizbul militant killed in Anantnag

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE4

AHIZBULMujahideenmilitant
was killed in an overnight gun-
fight in south Kashmir’s
Anantnag. Three soldiers and a
civilianwere injured in the gun-
fight on Friday evening, the J&K
policesaid.
Thepolice identifiedthemil-

itant killed as Nisar Ahmad
Khanday, who, they said, had
joinedthemilitantranksin2018.
A resident of Dooru village in
south Kashmir Anantnag,
Khandaywasactive inhisnative

areaforthelastthree-and-a-half
years,policesourcessaid.
“Terroristcommanderofpro-

scribedoutfitHMNisarKhanday
killed. Incriminatingmaterials,
armsandammunitionincluding
one AK 47 rifle recovered.
Operation progress,” J-K Police
tweeted, quoting Inspector
General of Police (IGP), Kashmir,
VijayKumar.
ThegunfightstartedonFriday

eveningwhenajointteamofJ&K
Police,theArmyandparamilitary
forcescordonedoffRishiporavil-
lageinAnantnagafterspecificin-
puts about the presence ofmili-
tants inthevillage,policesaid.
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2 women held, 4
minors detained,
for killing man
with disability in
Mumbai suburb

Maharashtra records
over 1.3k Covid cases,
highest since Feb 20

J&K depts post Hindu
staff transfer list online;
puts us at risk, they say

Three men held
for Udhampur
‘sticky bomb’
blast that killed
one, say police

Baghel stands by
decision, asks
protesters to
switch off AC first

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, JUNE4

STANDINGFIRMonhisdecision
to allow mining in Hasdeo
Aranya forests in the state even
aspeople fromhisownpartyas
well as the Opposition have
joined protests alongwith local
people, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday said “certain people”
aretryingtospreadmisinforma-
tionontheminingprojects.
Addressing the media at

Kanker, Baghel said, “Those try-
ingtopoliticise the issueshould
firststopusingelectricityandair-
conditioner, fan and cooler, and
thenfightforthecause....People
are claiming8 lakh treeswill be
cut, when in reality only 8,000
treeswill becut thisyear.”
Hesaidthosereallyconcerned

with the issue should focus on
whetherpeoplefromtribalcom-
munitieshavereceivedcompen-
sation,andwhetherplantationis
goingonaspernorm.Statingthat
hewill not compromise onbet-
termentofpeopleandtheirforest
rights,Baghelsaid,"Butnaturalre-
sources like coal, which create
employment opportunities and
form thebackboneof industrial
development, will have to be
mined.”
Baghel’s statement comes

days after the district adminis-
tration stated that the gram
sabhaheldtogetapprovalof the
miningproject isvalid.

‘SAWPEOPLEWITHBURNSJUMPING INTODRAINS’

ARANYASHANKAR
HAPUR, JUNE4

TWELVE PEOPLE died and 13
were injured in a fire at a factory
in Uttar Pradesh’s Hapur on
Saturdaynoon,thepolicesaid.
Asperpreliminaryprobe, the

factorywasallegedlymanufactur-
ing fireworks illegally, even
thoughlicencehadbeentakento
manufactureelectronics.
The factory is located at aUP

State Industrial Development
Corporation (UPSIDC) site in
Hapur’s Dhaulana area.Most of
thosewhodiedworkedthere.
Sub-inspector Sandeep

KumarofDhaulanapolicestation
and chowki in-charge, UPSIDC,
said they received information
about theblaze around2.30pm.
“We found eight bodies, com-
pletelycharred,insidethefactory.
Fourotherssuccumbedtoinjuries
inhospitals.”
The injured are admitted at

Delhi's SafdarjungHospital and
SushilaMulti-specialityHospital
in Ghaziabad and Meerut
Medical,hesaid.
“Therewereno chemicals or

anyboileronthepremises.Plastic
pellets andothermaterial found
atthespotaftertheblastmakeus
believetheywereproducingfire-
worksinside,”theS-Isaid.“Asper
our estimate, 27 people were

workinginthefactory.”
The factory’s gate read ‘Ruhi

Industries’, although itwas not
immediately clearwhether that
belongedtotheownerortenant.
Kumar said theowner is one

Dilshad,aresidentofMeerut.“He
had rented the factory to one
Waseem,whoisfromHapur.We
havetriedtotracebothpeoplebut
theirphonesareswitchedoff.We
weretoldWaseemwasoneofthe
injured;wehavenotbeenableto
trackhim.”
Hapur District Magistrate

MedhaRupamsaid,“Ourprimary
efforts are to save those injured.
Wearemakingsuretheygetmed-
icalassistance.”
Onthecauseof theblazeand

“legalityof the factory”, he saida
probeisunderwayandacommit-
teewillbesetuptolookintothis.
Workers and factory owners

intheareasaidtheyheardaloud
blastintheafternoon,followedby
smoke—materialwas flying off
from the factory. Soon, people
couldbeseenrushingout.
Sumit, 9, whose parents are

labourers in a nearby building,
was playing outside with his
friendswhen, he said, he heard
the blast: “I didn’t knowwhat
hadhappened. I justsawpeople
running out injured. I also ran
away.”
ShyamSundar,40,aworkerat

nearbyMDTLubricants, said he
wasworkingwhen he heard a

blast. “Therewerepeoplebleed-
ing andburning...running out of
the factory, jumping in drains
hopingforsomecontactwithwa-
ter,"hesaid.
The impact of the blastwas

such that glasses andwindow
panes of nearby factorieswere
shattered.
Ritesh Thakur, 29, owner of

MDTLubricants, said the indus-
trialareaisalmost20yearsoldbut
stilldoesnothaveafirestationin
the area. "Wewere scared that if
thefirespreads,itwilltakeallour
factoriesdown,"hesaid.
S-I SandeepKumaradmitted

that there have been "repeated
demands"forafirestation."There
are at least twoor three fire inci-
dentshereeverymonthbutthey
areusuallycomparativelysmall,"
hesaid.
President RamNathKovind,

PrimeMinister NarendraModi
andUttarPradeshChiefMinister
Yogi Adityanath expressed grief
overthelossof lives.
ThePM'sOfficetweeted,"The

accidentinthechemicalfactoryis
heart wrenching. I expressmy
condolences to the families of
thosewholosttheirlives.Thestate
government is actively involved
intreatmentof thoseinjured.”
Adityanathdirectedseniorof-

ficialsfromtheMeerutdivisionto
reachthefactoryandexpediteres-
cueoperations.

Thefactory’sgatereads ‘Ruhi Industries’; adoorthatwas
damagedduetothe impactof theblast.GajendraYadav

12 dead in fire at Hapur factory;
made firecrackers illegally: cops
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Class 5A
Topic: Mathematics
C

LOSEYOUReyes and think...
is thereanytimeof yourday
that mathematics is not
around you?” The children
shiftintheirseats,theirimpa-

tient eyesdart behind their shut eyelids as
theyattempttoconjureupmathimages.
Thusbegin twomonthsof anunprece-

dentedassignment forNehaSharma, class
teacherof5AoftheDelhigovernment’sVeer
Savarkar SarvodayaKanyaVidyalaya, and
herclassof 38whoareback inschoolafter
twoyearsof thepandemic.
While theCBSEClass5curriculumpre-

scribeswordproblemswithaddition, sub-
traction,multiplicationanddivision,angles
anddegrees, perimeter andarea, fractions,
factors andmultipleswith LCMandHCF,
measuringvolumeofcuboids,andexpress-
ingtenthsandhundredthsindecimalpoints,
aftertwoyearsofdisruptedlearning,Neha’s
class is hardly equipped to tackle any of
these. Inmid-MarchSharmahadassessed
thechildrenandtheresultsweredispiriting:
many strugglewith foundationalmathe-
maticsthatistaughtinClass3orearlier:two-
digit subtraction, divisionwith remainder,
evenidentifyingnumbersfrom1-99.
Asschoolsreopened,tofullcapacity,on

April 1, theDelhi government’s Education
Department decided that untilmid-June,
classes 3 to 9would focus on thebasics of
reading,writingandmathsthroughthetools
provided by the government’s Mission
Buniyaad, a foundational learning pro-
grammewhich,innormalcircumstances,is
onlyforchildrenidentifiedasbeingbehind
theirgradelevel.
TheIndianExpresstrackedClass5Aasits

teacher Neha Sharma navigated them
throughfiveweeksof theirbridgeclasses.

Workplan:Neha
hopestotakethe
class througha

rigorousroundof countingpractice,
beforemovingontotwo-digitaddition.
Alittlegametogetthingsstarted:Neha

asksthechildrentospeakoutoddnumbers.
ItkicksoffwithKashifsaying“1”,moveson
toApurvawhocallsout “3”, beforeGunjan
stumblesbysaying“6”.Severalothersstrug-
gle:Pranjalcallsout“10”after“7”.Oncethey
reach51,Nehagetsthemtodothesameac-
tivityinreverse.
Nehanoticesafewstudentslaggingbe-

hind,andquicklyintervenes.Harishismade
to sit betweenbest friendsand“active stu-
dents”Arshnaand Janani. Shealsogets the
classtoclapforSiddharth’s littletriumphs.
Inapriorassessment,Harishhad failed

todotwo-digitsubtractionandidentifysin-
gle digits—hewas a ‘beginner’. Siddharth
had,withalittlecoaxing,identifiedtwo-digit
numbers,butfailedtododivisionorsubtrac-
tion—hewasbehindalotofchildreninclass.
Nehahasputhimin‘10-99’category.
Wednesday is fun day: Neha divides

the class into groups and asks them to
nameaneverydayitemthatisacircle.The
answersflowinthickandfast—“coin... lad-

doo... roti... Earth... Sun...” Rectangles?
“Schoolvan...TV...desk...window... lunch-
box...” Square? Thatmakes them think a
little harder: “Whiteboard... cardboard
box!”.Triangles?“Samosa,pizzaslice,pas-
try, sandwich, triangle paratha...” “Wow,
you all are so smart! I could only think of
samosaandpizza,” she tells them.
Later,Nehasays,“Siddharthneedsalotof

support, but I do thinkhewill get bywith
loveandcare. It’sHarishthatIworryabout.
There’snopoint tryingtogethimtodoad-
dition if hecan’tevenrecognisenumbers. I
willneedsometimewithhimafterschool.
I’mafraidhemight endupdroppingout if
hedoesn’tgetwhat’shappeninginclass.”
ASSESSMENT1:APRIL4
*Totalstudents 38
Candosimpledivision 27
Cannotdosimpledivision,
cando2-digitsubtraction 1
Cannotdosubtraction,cancount
and identifynumbers10-99 3
Cannot identifysingledigitnumbers,
beginner 1

*Not everyone ispresent for theassessments

●Therehasbeenconsiderableprogress
fromthemid-Marchassessment.
Everyone intheclass,withthe
exceptionofHarish,can identify
numbersandtackledifferentcounting
activities.Vismaya,whocouldnotdo
subtractionbeforeschoolstarted,
solvedthesubtractionanddivision
sumsNehagave.

Workplan:
Introduce
multiplication

tables,andbrushuponsubtraction
OnMonday,Neha asksRohan to recite

the tables of 3whichhemanages towith
somedifficulty.NextisKashif,astudentwho
hadgivenuponhissubtractionsumsinthe
lastassessment.Hepainstakinglymakeshis
waythroughthetablesof4.Nehamakesthe
classclapforhimbeforetellingtheclass,“All
ofyoumustpractisethetableseveryday.”
Nehanowwants to get the children to

do some subtraction andwork on their
speed.She is fairlyconfident: in lastweek’s
assessment,28outof32studentswereable
todotwo-digitsubtraction.Shewritesdown
10 subtraction sums, all of them involving
borrowing,andasksthemtosolvethese.But
toher dismay, fiveminutes in,most of the
students are still copyingdown the sums.
“Youarenolongerlittlechildren,youneedto
befaster,”shecoaxesthem.
Twentyminutes later,Nehasolves the

sums on the board and asks the children
tocheck if theyhavedonethemcorrectly.
Sonam, whom Neha counts
among her “bright” students,
has got all sumswrong. This
flusters her, “There is a huge
differencebetweenwhatIsaw
todayandtheimpressionIhad
from previous assessment,
whenIgavethemjusttwosumsatatime,”
shesaid.
Herdismaydeepenswhenshecorrects

theirhomeworkthenextmorning—most
children have got their subtraction
sumswrong.
“EverydayIplantomoveonestepahead

butwhen I see yournotebooks, I feel like I
can’tdothat.Bachchon,maiaagekaisebad-
hoon?” she says, before spending thenext
15minutesrevisitingthebasics.
Attheendof theclass,Nehaasksafew

studentstocomeuptotheblackboardand
solve a sum each. All of them get it right,
exceptSiddharth.
The reversals of the last twodayshave

leftNehadisappointed.
“WhenIwenthomeyesterday,afterget-

tingmy children to revise their tables, I
thought theywere doing fine. I hoped to
moveforwardwithwordproblemsinvolv-
ing multiplication. But now that I have
checked their homework, I think theywill
needmoretime.Iftheyarestuckhere,what
willtheydowithotherconcepts?”
She has another problem: Extra time

with Harishmay not be possible. “I had
calledhisparentsabouthislowattendance

andtheysaidheisunwell.There isnothing
Icanreallysaytothat,”shesays.
ASSESSMENT2:APRIL16
Candodivision:Simpledivision, 23;
divisionwithremainder 8
Cannotdosimpledivision,
cando2-digitsubtraction 2
Cannotdosubtraction,cancount
and identifynumbers10-99 4
Cannot identifysingle-digitnumbers,
beginner 1

●Afewmorehavepickedupdivision,
butgraspofmanyonbasicoperations
likesubtraction isprecarious.Harish
still can’t identifysingle-digits.

Workplan:Get the
class tobethorough
withtheir tables

OnMonday, the entire class recites the
tablesof2inaloud,sing-songchorus.Bythe
timetheygettothetablesof6, someof the
voices drown out. “Start the tables of 6
again,”saysNeha.Thistimetheygetitright,
but by the time they get to the tables of 7,
theyfalloutofstepwithoneanother.
Overthenextfewdays,shetriesdifferent

waystogetthemtoremembertheirtables:
askingthemtosendvideosofthempractis-
ing athome, getting themto recite in class
withtheireyesclosed,andsoon.
OnWednesday,shegetsstudentstotest

each otherwithmultiplication sums, and
applaudsthosewhogetitright.Somefalter
underpressure.

On Thursday, Neha gives
themmultiplication and sub-
traction sums, and is delighted
that the entire class has got
themright—Harishisabsent.
Withthisconfidenceboost,

sheintroducesdivisionwithre-
mainders and subtraction with 3-digit
sums. “When Iwasonmywayhomeyes-
terday,itstruckmethatIhadnotyettaught
themhowtosubtractwithzeroesandthat
theymight get stuck. These thoughtsusu-
allystrikemewhenIaminthebedorinthe
Metro,”shelaughs.
SoonWednesday,mostof the subtrac-

tionsumsinvolvenumberswitha‘0’.
Attheendoftheclass,Nehaishappythat

about80percentofherclassare“average”.
“Otherclasseshavealotofchildrenlagging
behind. Inmyclass, there are two to three
childrentowhomIhavetopayextraatten-
tion.IthinkSiddharthisdoingwellwiththe
pushheisgetting,butIhavetopaymoreat-
tentiontoVismayaandHarish,”shesays.
ASSESSMENT3:APRIL23
Candodivision:Simpledivision 11,
withremainder 21
Cannotdosimpledivision,
cando2-digitsubtraction 3
Cannot identify2-digitnumbers,
cancountand identifynumbers1-9 1
Cannot identifysingle-digitnumbers 0

●Afterarigoroussession,more
childrencannowdodivisionwith

remainders.Abigstepforward.

After the increased inten-
sityofthelastweek,school
timings have been cur-
tailedtoaccommodatethe
Class10and12Boardex-

ams.Sothejuniorclassesbeginat7amand
thechildren lineup togohomeat8.45am.
Onmostdays,Nehahasbarely20minutes
forhermathclass,sothedaysarespentrevis-
itingwhattheyhavelearntsofar.
Neha realises thatmostof her students

keepgettingstuckondivisionsumswithre-
mainder.SoshesetsasideWednesday,Week
5,totacklethisproblem.
Neha writes down 29/9 and asks

Siddharthtorecite thetableof9.Hedoes it
haltinglybutmakesitto9x4.Nehatellshim
tostopthereandsays,“Look,it’sbiggerthan
29...” Siddharthpicksup the cueandman-
agestocrackthesum.
Thenextdayshegives thematestwith

divisionsums.Somecontinuetomakemis-
takes:writing0as remainder regardlessof
therestoftheoperation.Andthenthereare
thosewhoarestill trippingontheirtables.
“There are children inmy class who

knowtheirtablesbutarenotpractising.That
makesmeverysad,”saysNeha.
Shegetsallthosewhogottheirdivision

sumswrong to line up and recite the ta-
bles.Theylineup,backstotheblackboard
andmumble along. But Vismaya, who is
partof thegroup, stands listlessly looking
outof thewindow.Nehaaskshertorecite
thetableof6.Shelooksdown,shufflesher
feet forawhilebeforelookingupandsay-
ing, “I onlyknowit inHindi.”
“You must not worry about that.

WhetheritisEnglish,HindiorBengali,what
matterstomeisthatyouknowit.”
Vismaya takes a breath and recites the

tablesof6—perfectly, inHindi.
Chhaihikachhaih;Chhaihdunibaara
Chhaihtiaathaara…
Nehasmiles,Vismayagetsapplause.

ASSESSMENT4,MAY7
Candodivision:simpledivision, 10
withremainder 18
Cannotdosimpledivision,
cando2-digitsubtraction 2
Cannot identifysingledigit
numbers,beginner 1

●Alotofchildrendidn’tturnupforthis
roundofassessment.Withsomewho
didtheirdivision-with-remaindersums
inthelastassessmentfailingtodosothis
time,Nehaalsohadtotakethedifficult
decisionofmovingthembacktothe
simpledivisionlevel.Siddharth,whohad
beengettingspecialattentionfrom
Neha,hasmadealotofprogress—from
notbeingabletodosubtractionsumsto
solvingtwosimpledivisionsums.Harish,
however,remainsachallenge.Hestill
can’tidentifysingle-digitnumbers.

NEXT: ATHOMEWITHHARISH,
SIDDHARTH&OTHERS

ANEXPRESS INVESTIGATION - PART 2

The last timetheywere
physically inschoolwas
inClass2, justbefore the
pandemicshutdown
theirclassroomand
upendedtheir livesat
home, too.SoNeha
Sharma’s students,back
tobeginClass5, are
strugglingwithbasics:
Of the38,only20cando
simpledivision;asmany
as14can’t subtract;one
can’t identifysingle-digit
numbers.AsNeha
(Ma’am)Sharmacharts
their catch-upcalendar,
SUKRITABARUAH,
withhernotebook,and
ABHINAVSAHA,with
hiscamera, sit through
eachof the26
mathematics lessons to
recordtriumphsand
troubles, climbsand
slides, theminuses—
andthepluses that,
finally, adduptohope

A
MATH
P R O B L E M

(Nameschangedtoprotect identitiesofchildren)
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THENATIONALStatisticalOfficereleased
theprovisionalestimatesofnational in-
comeandquarterlyestimatesofGDPon
May31.Addressingthemedia, theChief
EconomicAdviserwassubduedandcau-
tiously optimistic. He knows, as most
economistsknow, that the Indianecon-
omyisnotyetoutof thewoods.

THE BAD AND WORSE
Theworst piece of news is that the

sizeoftheeconomyatconstantpriceson
March 31, 2022 (Rs 147.36 lakh crore)
was about the same as it was onMarch
31, 2000(Rs145.16lakhcrore),meaning
thatwearerunningtostandinthesame
place!However, individualcitizenshave
become poorer because the per capita
income has declined in the two years
fromRs1,08,247 toRs1,07,760.
Thenext badnews is that the graph

ofquarterlyGDPgrowthin2021-22isa
slopinggraph:thenumbersforthefour
quarters are 20.1, 8.4, 5.4 and 4.1 per
cent. Intermsofoutput(valueaddition),
there is no sharp rise. In the pre-pan-
demicyearof2019-20,GDPinthefourth
quarterwas Rs 38,21,081 crore, andwe
exceededthatnumberonlyinthefourth
quarter of 2021-22 which recorded
Rs40,78,025crore.
Thereisnoplacefortheboastthat,at

8.7per cent, India is the fastest growing
largeeconomy.Thatboasthasnomean-
ing given the state of inflation, unem-
ployment, number of people below the
poverty line, prevalence of hunger, de-

cline in health indicators anddecline in
learning outcomes. The growth rate of
8.7percent, impressiveasitmayappear,
hastobeseeninperspective.Firstly, it is
on thebackofnegativegrowthof (-) 6.6
per cent in the previous year. Secondly,
whenChinagrewat8.1percentin2021,
it addedUSD2,600 billion to its GDP in
twelvemonths(atcurrentprices)while
Indiagrowingat8.7percent in2021-22
addedonlyUSD500billion toitsGDPin
twelvemonths (at currentprices).

THE WORLD OUTSIDE
Once we are sober, wemay look at

theprospects for2022-23andbeyond.
Obsessedwithourselves,weforgetthat
there is a world outside. We need the
world’smarkets,products,capital, tech-
nologyand innovation. Theeconomies
of theworld are under stress. Inflation
and interest rates are rising in the
United States and demand is flagging.
China’s GDP growth will be squeezed
becauseof repeatedlockdowns.Soaring
gaspriceshavereducedthepurchasing
power of Europeans.
RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee

noted(May4,2022)thattheIMFhasre-
vised down the global growth rate in
2022from4.4percentto3.6percentand
theWTO has revised down the world
tradegrowthratefrom4.7percentto3.0
per cent. IMF has projected inflation at
5.7percentinadvancedeconomiesand
8.7 per cent in developing economies.
TheMPChas identified the “worsening

external environment, elevated com-
modityprices, persistent supplybottle-
necks and... volatility spillovers from
monetary policy normalization in ad-
vancedeconomies”asformidablehead-
winds. I doubt if anyone in the govern-
ment is listening.

DIAGNOSIS GOOD,
TREATMENT ABSENT

The RBI’s monthly report (May
2022) has identified five critical ele-
ments for reviving animal spirits and
spurring growth:

■private investment
■highergovernmentcapitalexpenditure
■ improved infrastructure
■lowandstable inflation
■macroeconomicstability

Ofthefiveelements,thegovernment
hascontrolover‘governmentcapitalex-
penditure’ alone, but its capacity to in-
vestlargeramountsincapitalworksthis
yearwillbeseverelyrestrictedbecauseof
post-budgetactionslikecutinfueltaxes,
increaseinsubsidiesandincreaseinwel-
fare expenditure. Of the rest, private in-
vestmentwillnotgatherpaceas longas
thereare supplybottlenecksandunuti-
lized capacity. As for foreign investors,
Cairn, Hutchison, Harley-Davidson,
GeneralMotors, Ford,Holcim, Citibank,
Barclays, RBS andMetro Cash & Carry
have left or are leaving India. Any im-

provementininfrastructurewillrequire
aradicalchangeintheprocessesinvolv-
ingtendering,pricing,executionandac-
countability — all of which aremissing
today.Weareadding‘quantity’toourin-
frastructure but not ‘quality’. And the
Modi government’s past record shows
thatit iscluelessoninflationandmacro-
economicstability.
Above all, one can steer a ship in

choppywatersonlyif thecaptainandthe
mates share a team spirit and common
goals. No consensus exists today be-
tween theCentre and the states on cru-
cial issues. GSThas broken the trust be-
tween the Central government and the
stategovernments.Addthehatchetjobs
donebyGovernorsandtheblatantmis-
useof theCentralagenciesagainstevery
Oppositionparty (witness theunprece-
dented spectacle of stateministers be-
ingarrestedbyCentral agencies).
There is also a larger problem. No

countrycanbecomeaneconomicpow-
erhouseif theLabourForceParticipation
Rate is 40 per cent. The bulk of India’s
working age population is either not
workingornotlookingforwork.Andde-
spite educatingmore girls, the LFPR of
women is an abysmal 9.4 per cent.
Besides,thecurrentunemploymentrate
is7.1percent.
We have a sick economy. We have

excellent diagnosis. There are medi-
cines in thepharmacy. But, thedoctors
on the job are either quacks or don’t
care if the patient is dying a slow and
painful death.

Economy still in thewoods

No country can become an
economic powerhouse if the
Labour Force Participation

Rate is 40 per cent. The bulk
of India’s working age

population is either not
working or not looking for

work. And despite educating
more girls, the LFPR of
women is an abysmal

9.4 per cent
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PCHIDAMBARAM
Website:pchidambaram.in
Twitter@Pchidambaram_IN

YOURS, MINE & MAMA’S
ITWOULDappear that the 10 candidates
forCongressRajyaSabhanominationswere
selectedexclusively by theGandhi family.
SoniaGandhipickedPChidambaramand
JairamRamesh,PriyankaGandhi’sprotégés
were ImranPratapgarhi, Rajiv Shukla and
PramodTiwari,andRahulGandhidecided
on the others, including the fieryRanjeet
Ranjan. The selections confirm the suspi-
cion thatMukulWasnikwas always the
weak link in the G-23 dissidents group.
Incidentally,defyingprotocol,Wasnikhap-
pily signed the party announcement of
RajyaSabhanomineeswhichincludedhis
ownname. KCVenugopal, secretary (or-
ganisation), shouldnormally have signed
it. Despitemajor grievances in the party
againstoutsidersbeingmadenomineesin
preference to leaders from the state,
RandeepSurjewaladecided tostand from
Rajasthan, not his homestate of Haryana.
Surjewalasmelttroublefromoldadversary
Bhupender Hooda and switched places
withAjayMaken.

MISSING GUESTS
RamMadhav’s India Foundationheld

its seventh two-day India Ideas Conclave
lastmonthwithitsusualhypeandhi-tech
presentations. The theme for the show in
Bengaluruwas‘India2.0:RebootingtoMeta
Era’with leading intellectuals, academi-
cians,industyleaders,techgurusandpoliti-
ciansasinvitees.Sincesomeofthoseasso-
ciatedwiththeHindutva foundationhave
movedontohighplacesinthegovernment
afterModi came to power,most notably
National SecurityAdviserAjit Doval, nor-
mally few turndown the foundation’s in-
vitation. But this year therewas a hitch.
ThoughCivilAviationMinisterJyotiraditya
Scindia andPetroleumMinisterHardeep
Puri did address the gathering, Karnataka
ChiefMinisterBasavrajBommaiwasmiss-
ing at theopening ceremony. RSS general
secretaryDattatreyaHosabalewasnotpres-
entfortheclosing,asannouncedinitially.

3-PRONGED RESPONSE
NormallywhenRahulGandhi attacks

theBJPorNarendraModi, neither thePM
norAmitShahrespond.Thetaskofreplying
toRahul’scriticism,mostoftenonTwitter,
is delegated subjectwise to S Jaishankar,
Smriti Irani andSambit Patra. Jaishankar’s
domainisforeignpolicy. HenceJaishankar

wasquicktocounterwhenGandhidubbed
ourforeignserviceofficersarrogant.Irani’s
briefistorebutonissuesrelatingtoGandhi’s
constituency and former seat, Amethi.
RecentlywhenGandhiattendedawedding
inNepal, Smritimade it apoint tovisit his
constituencyWayanad. Party spokesman
Patrarespondstohisgeneralcomments.

LEAVES FROM THE PAST
Former Delhi Police Commissioner

MukundKaushalunravelssomeofthemys-
teriesfromthepastinhisjustreleasedbook,
SailingonMyOwnCompass: APoliceman’s
Diary.Forinstance,heclaimsitwashewho
decisively demolishedHarshadMehta’s
much quoted claim that he had handed
overRs1 crore in a suitcase to thenPrime
MinisterNarasimhaRao at his residence.
The SPG strangely refused to confirmor
deny the story, claiming it destroyed the
PM’svisitors’bookaftereverytwomonths.
Kaushal,however,nailedMehta’sliebyask-
ing his officers to check the PM’smove-
mentsonNovember4,1992.FromtheDelhi
PoliceVIPmovementlogs,itwasclearthat
Raowasnowherenear7,RaceCourseRoad,
at the timetheallegedtransfer tookplace.
Hediscloses thatwhenMorarjiDesaiwas
primeminister,hissonKantihadgivenoral
instructions that his friends bepermitted
intothePM’sresidencewithoutfriskingand
theirbagsnotbesearched,whichwasinvi-
olationof theBlueBookprotocol. Ashead
ofVIPSecurityof theDelhiPolice,Kaushal
insistedonawrittenrequest,sincehissen-
iorsweretoointimidatedtoturndownthe
instruction.WhenDesai saw thenote, he
smiledandagreedrulesmustbeobserved.

AKSHAY BJP FAVOURITE
IfKanganaRanautistheBJP’s favourite

womanstarforprojectingtheparty’sview-
point in Bollywood, AkshayKumarwho
starredinthejustreleasedSamratPrithviraj
isRanaut’smalecounterpart.Thechemistry
betweenKumar andAmit Shahwas evi-
dentatthespecialscreeningofthefilmlast
weekwithKumar teary-eyedover Shah’s
praise.Shah,astudentofhistory,hasbeen
reading Prithviraj Raso, the epic poemby
courtpoetChandBardaisincehisteensand
canquoteeverystanzaandpointoutdevi-
ationsinthemoviescriptfromtheoriginal
poem.ItwasShah’sfirstvisittoatheatrein
overadecadeandhesummonedhisentire
familyfromGujarattoDelhifortheshow.

GOOGLE MIX-UP
Rahul Gandhi resides at 12, Tughlak

Lane, and External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar at 12, Tughlak Road. People in
the neighbourhood say it is common for
gueststotheminister’shousetoturnupat
Gandhi’shome,onlytoberedirectedtothe
rightaddress.
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THEREwasquite a flutter on socialmedia
over the visuals of AamirKhan andKiran
RaocasuallywalkingtoKaranJohar’s50th
birthday bash together. But if people got
past their surprise over howcomfortable
the former couple looked, theywould re-
alisethatKhanandRaohaveremainedtrue
totheirwords.Whileannouncingtheirdi-
vorceinajointstatementlastyear,theyhad
spokenaboutbeginning anewchapter in
theirlives—“nolongerashusbandandwife,
butasco-parentsandfamilyforeachother”.
Khan and Rao continue to work to-

gether: apart frombeing co-producers of
Khan’supcomingfilmLaalSinghChaddha,
theyareassociatedwithPaaniFoundation.
Raowasthereatthepoolpartytoringinthe
birthdayofIra,Khan’sdaughterwithhisfor-
merspouseReenaDutta.Theactorandhis
extendedfamilyhaveestablishedoverthe
yearsthattiescanoutlastamarriage.Inthe
past,DuttaandRaohavebeenseensharing
laughsatspecialoccasions.Thisisperhaps
howa family,which has learnt to accept
othersforwhotheyare, lookslike.
Infact,whatthesecelebritiesaredoing

isnotanaberration. It’sareflectionofhow
modernrelationshipshaveevolved.Many
havechosentogetridoftoxicityforcivility
when a relationship does notwork out.
There can’t beabetter time to reiterate its
virtues than now as lurid details of the

defamationbattle between JohnnyDepp
andAmberHeardhave invadedall possi-
blesocialmediaplatforms.
The trial had created an unsavoury

precedentevenbeforethejurydeliveredits
mixedverdict that favouredDepp.During
thetelevisedtrial,theirrelationshipwasex-
amined in detail and its clipswere circu-
lated as TikTok videos and Insta reels.
Unfortunately,most of these posts show
Heardinapoorlight,whichmanyfearmay
discouragevictimsfromseekingjustice.
For those looking for apalate cleanser

aftertheDepp-Heardepisode,thereisDemi
Moorepostingphotosofher “blendedfam-
ily”. Closer homeDeepika Padukone and
Ranbir Kapoor have established that it’s
possibletoworktogetherafterabreak-up.
IfmoreproofofsomeIndiancelebrities

navigating their relationshipswithmatu-
rity, at least inpublic,wasneeded, Johar’s
partyrolledthatouttoo.Twinninginblack,
HrithikRoshanwalkedhand-in-handwith
SabaAzad, as his ex-wife SussanneKhan
too came to thepartywithher rumoured
boyfriend. Known tobe a private person,
Roshan has been at ease in publicwhen
spottedwithAzad.Thefirsttimetheywere
pappedwhilecomingoutofaneatery,they
madenoefforttododgephotographers.
Thecouplehavebeenopenabouttheir

affection for each other on socialmedia.
Roshanonce calledher “anextraordinary
human”while commenting onher post.
Azadhadcalledhim“Monamour”onadif-
ferent occasion. Such expression is no
longer uncommon among high-profile
couples. Themost heartening aspect of

Roshan-Azad’s relationship is perhaps
Azad’s rapportwith Sussanne. The actor-
singer also continues toperformwithher
bandpartnerandex-boyfriendImaadShah.
Until someyears ago, gossip columns

werefilledwiththestoriesofexesgoingthe
extramiletoavoidbumpingintoeachother
at events. Today, it’s different. A sectionof
Indian celebrities seems tohave learnt to
normalise divorce and break-up. They
choose tomove onwithout rancour, dis-
playingacertainlevelofmaturity.Theynow
refuse to carry theburdenof projecting a
perfectimageinpublic.
So,whenKhanandRaomakeaneffort

tobe“familyforeachother”,theyinadver-
tently communicate to those inspired by
popular culture thatmutual love and re-
spectcansurviveabrokenmarriage.

Modern Love: When the stars align

IHAVEalwaysmaintained that the land-
scape of women’s cricket is not going to
changewiththewomen’sIndianPremier
League(IPL).However,thelandscapewill
changewithcontinuousimprovementfor
women’s cricket in India. All-round im-
provement and consistent and positive
results will definitely help change the
landscape.
PlayingatournamentlikeWomen’sIPL

willpropel thechancesa lotmore, and it’s
justoneofthestepstowardsdevelopingthe
women’s gameat thehighest level. If you
addanotherinternationaltournamentthat
allows international players to come into
our country andexchange ideaswith the
Indiandomesticandinternationalplayers,
theywilllearnquicklyfromeachother.And
because they are all playing in a competi-
tiveenvironment,youwillknowalotabout
thegame.Youlearntoabsorbthepressure
andknowhowtoperformunderpressure,
andtherearevariousotherthingstograsp.
All thiswill go into the development of
women’scricket.
But if one suggests thatWomen’s IPL

willchangethecourseofwomen’scricket,
thenno, itwon’t.Women’s IPLwill not be
thedecidingfactor.Iftheteamconsistently
doeswellattheworldlevel,thingswillau-
tomaticallyimprove.
Wewon’t get sudden resultswith the

Women’sIPL.Inmen’scricket,weareNo.2
in the Tests; we are the top team in the
ODIs;we are one of the top teams in the
T20Is.IndiaheldaTestmaceforfourorfive
years,butbecausetheyarenotholdingthe
World Test Championship title, it doesn’t
meanthattheyarenotNo.1.Whatdefines
achampionteam:Isit justa
world championship title?
Yes, it is essential. The
Australianmen’s teamwon
a T20World Cup last year;
prior to that, for four years,
theywere struggling. Even
sixmonthsbefore the tour-
nament, theywere strug-
gling. It is not a small com-
petition inwhich you have
to beNo.1 all the time. It’s a
worldcompetition,andyou
are competing against the
world’s topteams.
TheIPLhasgivenaplat-

formtomanydomesticandinternational
cricketers. Ithaschangedthewaycricket
wasplayedearlier. That iswhatwillhap-
penwithwomen’scrickettoo,butthere’s
adifference.

Itisaveryearlytosayhowmanyteams
willbethereintheinauguralWomen’sIPL.
Iwillnotbesurprised if thepresentmen’s
IPL team’s franchisesarekeenonhavinga

women’s IPL teamaswell.
Ten teamswill be difficult,
eveneightteamswillbedif-
ficult given the domestic
depthwehave, but amini-
mumofsixteamsshouldbe
there. Increasing the num-
berof teamswillnothelp.A
lotwill depend upon how
the tournament will be
played,whether itwill be a
round-robin, how thedraft
will be prepared, and how
many international players
will be available.
Announcing a tournament

isanentirelydifferentfromactuallyprepar-
ingforabigshow.
JhulanGoswami andMithali Raj have

retired fromT20I cricket. But if theywant
toplayfranchisecricket,goodforthem,and

iftheteamsareinterestedinpickingthem,
itwillbeuptothefranchise.
The Birmingham Commonwealth

Gameswill have all the top teams from
worldcricket.Idon’tthinkitwillbethateasy
because itwill be a competitive tourna-
ment.West Indieswill send the divided
team; how they will do it that’s their
headache,butallthetopcricketplayingna-
tionswillbetheretoprovetheirmettle.
Every victorywill contribute to the

growthofwomen’scricket.Onlythevicto-
ries get noticed; losses don’t get noticed.
Onlythe2017WorldCupfinal lossgotno-
ticed.We celebrated the2017WorldCup
likewehadwon the cup. Fine, thatwas a
watershedmoment,butIalwaysbelieveit
isthevictoriesthatshouldbecounted.

AnjumChopraisformercaptain
oftheIndianwomen’scricketteam.

ShespoketoPratyushRaj

NationalEditorShaliniLangercurates
the‘SheSaid’column

TOCOMMEMORATE the eighth anniver-
sary of NarendraModi’s term as Prime
Minister,many triumphalist, obsequious
articles by his seniorministers have ap-
pearedrecentlyinnewspapers.Thesesyco-
phantic paeans have all emphasised that
theremovalofArticle370broughtpeacein
theKashmirValleyandsecuritytoIndia.So,
there is a tragic irony that it is at this time
that the targetedkillings of Hindus in the
Valleyhaveincreasedalarmingly.
A teacher and a bankmanagerwere

killedwithindaysof eachother lastweek,
amongothervictims.VijayBeniwal’smur-
derwascaughtonthebank’ssecuritycam-
eras and itwas hard towatch. Amasked
man enters the bank and sees Beniwal
seated at his deskwithhis back turned to
theentrance.Thekillerdisappearsandre-
turnsmoments laterwith apistol that he
pointsattheyoungman’sbackandshoots.
The teacher, Rajni Bala,waskilled in simi-
larcowardly fashion.Theonlyreasonthey
werekilledwasthattheywereHindu.
These targeted killings have caused

KashmiriPanditstostartfleeingtheValley,
revivinghorrificmemories from30years
ago.Itwaskillingsofthiskindthatcauseda
Hindu exodus that became the only inci-
dent of ethnic cleansing ever in India. No
PrimeMinisterhassucceededinreversing
thisshamefulmigration,andinfairness to
Modi, hehas triedharder than theothers.
AbrogatingArticle 370was a courageous
andhistoricstep,butit isbecomingslowly
clearthatthiswasdonewithoutformulat-
ing anewKashmirpolicy ormapping the
roadahead.
There has instead been arrogant talk

fromhighofficialsabouthowjihaditerror-
ism in theValley has been ‘finished’. This
fittedneatlyintotheatmosphereofhatred
intherestofIndiathathasbeencreatedby
followersofradicalHindutva.Modi’smin-
isters and chief ministers have led the
chargebutapparentlywithoutbeingpre-
paredfor theconsequences.This targeted
killing of Hindus inKashmir could be the
firstof theseconsequences.
It is in this context that Mohan

Bhagwat’sspeechlastweekbecomesvery
significant.Incidentally,whenIlastpraised
theRSSchief in this column, I cameunder
sustained venomous attack from leftists
andpseudoliberals.Attheriskof thishap-
pening again, I shall praise Bhagwat once
moreforwarninghardlinersinhisHindutva
campthat it is stupid tostart searching for
a ‘shivling’ in everymosque, and for sug-
gestingthatinsteadofrushingofftocourtto
startnewbattles,itwouldbebetterforpeo-
pletosittogetherandcometoaconsensus.
It is hard to say yetwhether thiswill

bring ameasureof sanity in a very insane
time,butwemusthopethattheRSSchiefis
backedupbythePrimeMinister.Itispossi-
ble that Modi has no time to spend on
Twitterthesedays,buthismediamanagers
shouldexaminethekindofcommentsthat
havecomefromordinaryHindussincethis
spateoftargetedkillingsbeganinKashmir.
The gist of what they are saying is that
Muslimsmust be driven out of India be-
cause they are all jihadists and traitors.
HostilityandhatredtowardsMuslimsand
Islam are whipped up daily by BJP
spokespersonsonprimetimechat shows,
so there can be little doubt that this hate
campaignhas sanctionat thehighest lev-
elsof theIndiangovernment.
Hating Islam has become a multi-

facetedcottageindustry.Onsocialmediait
ispossibletowatchmusicvideosinwhich
saffron-robed sadhus and sadhvis sing
songs filledwithwords that cannotbe re-
peatedhere.Eversincethespectacularsuc-
cessofTheKashmirFiles,famousBollywood
starshave takentoexpoundingonhistory
andtheerasureofHindukingsfromschool
textbooks. Inevitably, theKashmirValley
hasbecometheobvioustargetforthisout-
pouring of historical grievance. Thiswill
make the formulation of an effective
Kashmirpolicyextremelydifficult.
MostModi bhakts believe that there

shouldbenoattempttofindapoliticalso-
lutionbecause all Kashmiri politicians are
jihadistswhowanttheValleytobeturned
intoalittleIslamicrepublic.Thisisnottrue.
There are plenty of Kashmiri politicians
whohavespenttheirlivesfightingIslamism
andsomehavepaidheavilyforthis.Itistime
thattheyweremadepartoftherenewalof
apolitical process and thisprocess should
beginimmediately.Afirststepmustbethe
restorationofstatehoodandthesecondstep
shouldbeelections.
None of these thingswillmake a dif-

ferenceunlessthePrimeMinisterfollows
theRSSchief’sleadandspeaksoutagainst
the campaign of hate and hostility that
currently defines theHindumood. How
can you bring calmand order in the only
IndianstatewithaMuslimmajoritywith-
outturningdownthevolumeofHindutva
hysteria?Meanwhile,somebodyneedsto
answer for why these targeted killings
havebegunagain.
TheHomeMinister is directly respon-

sible for security in theKashmirValley, so
heisdirectlyanswerableforwhathasgone
wrong. The jihadists have a clearKashmir
policy. The Indian government does not.
SincetheabrogationofArticle370,all that
wehaveseenarehaphazardstepsthatap-
pearunguidedanddirectionless.Whatwe
needurgentlyisacoherentpolicythatgoes
beyond turning theKashmirValley into a
militaryencampment.Thishasbeentried
beforeanditdidnotturnoutwell.

Another
exodus in
Kashmir?

In women’s cricket,
let’s count the victories

she
SAID
ANJUM
CHOPRA

IPL has given a
platform to many
domestic and
international
cricketers. It has
changed the way
cricket was played.
That will happen to
women’s cricket, but
there’s a difference

SupernovasplayerscelebrateafterwinningtheWomen’sT20Challengetrophy
inPunelastmonth. Sportzpics
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Market Watch
CRYPTOSCAMVICTIMSLOSEOVER$1BN
Bengaluru: More than 46,000 people reportedly lost over $1 billion
in cryptocurrency scams since the start of 2021, the Federal Trade
Commission has said. The craze for cryptos was at a fever pitch last
year with Bitcoin hitting $69,000 in November. REUTERS

GLOBALMARKETFORRUBBERPRODUCTSAT$212BILLION

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE4

THE$2-BILLIONnon-tyrerubber
sectorisaimingtodoubleitsex-
ports by 2025, according to the
All India Rubber Industries
Association (AIRIA).
AIRIA president Sawar

Dhananiasaidtheglobalmarket
forrubberproductswhichises-
timated at around $212 billion
todayisalsoexpectedtogrowby
2025. “Because MSMEs are so
important to India’s economy
and commerce,we believe that
India’s free trade agreements
(FTAs)shouldincludeprovisions
to address the special concerns,
demands and barriers that
MSMEs may face while doing
business in foreign markets,”
Dhanania said at a meeting of
theassociation inMumbai.
He said the government

should take steps toensure that
thetermsof theFTAsbenefitthe
MSMEsfor internalisation,with
tradefacilitationmainstreamed
in MSME development goals.
“MSMEs canworkworld-wide
bycreatingalevelplayingexport
infrastructure, improving their
financing conditions, educating
them about suitablemarketing
channels and facilitating their

working with trading compa-
nies,”hesaid.
Shashi Singh, senior vice

presidentof AIRIA, said, “Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT)
andtheexportpromotioncoun-
cils should educateMSMEs on
exportprocedures,documenta-
tionrequirements,andthefiner
points of export.” “We expect
IIFT and the EPCs should share
exportmarket intelligence and
arrange specialistmeets. It will
bebeneficial to individualswho
are new to exports andwish to
understand how to become ex-
port-ready,” Singhsaid.

“In the last 1-1.5 years, the
government releasedRs55,000
croreunderMEISincentivesasa
reward.Thereare13tradeagree-
ments under which 12 are al-
readyimplemented.UnderIndia
and the UAE agreement, 97% of
Indianproductsexportedgetthe
direct benefit,” said Ramesh
Holiachi, Joint Director General
of ForeignTrade.
“The India and Australia

agreement is yet to be notified
by the Indian government. The
Australiangovernmenthaspro-
vided geo-duty concessions to
India….91-97%of Indianprod-

uctswill getdutyconcession in
the Australian market.
Footwear,pharmaceuticalsand
textile industry in India will
benefit from this agreement,”
saidHoliachi.
AIRIAsaid the rubber indus-

try has a huge potential for ex-
portersasIndiaisalabour-inten-
sive market. “Due to Covid-19
and Ukraine war crisis, there
have been a host of problems
likeavailabilityof rawmaterials,
increase in shipping prices and
challengestothecashflow.India
has the highest cost in logistics
at17-18percent,”AIRIAsaid.

Will settle creditors,
script new chapter,
says Siva Industries

ITU Council:
India to
contest for
re-election

SAJANCKUMAR
CHENNAI, JUNE4

ARMEDWITHaSupremeCourt
order allowing the promoter’s
settlement plan to save the
company from liquidation, the
ailing Siva Industries and
Holding Ltd (SIHL) said on
Saturday the company will be
placedundernewmanagement
soon andwill focus on settling
its creditorsas soonaspossible.
CommentingontheSCorder

thatquashedboth theNCLTand
NCLATordersdirecting liquida-
tion of the company, Vallal RCK,
fatherofserialentrepreneurand
company founder C
Sivasankaran, told FE: “I am
pleased and humbled by the
judgment of the honourable
SupremeCourt.Ithasbeenalong
journeytogethereandIfeelvin-
dicated. Inmytwilightageof94,
thisjudgmenthasreaffirmedmy
faith inthefairnessof the Indian
judiciary. I thank everyonewho
hassupportedmeinthejourney
togethere.”Atthesametime,he
looks forward to the company
usingartificialintelligencetofind
ways to tackle metabolic dis-
eases.
Vallal RCK, a shareholder of

thecompany,hadchallengedthe
NCLAT order upholding the
NCLT’s order to liquidate SIHL,
despite the committee of credi-
tors (CoC) accepting the settle-
ment planwith a votingmajor-
ityof94.23%.
In its order on the appeal of

VallalRCK,theapexcourtbench
comprising Justices BR Gavai
andHimaKohli saidtheadjudi-
cating authority (NCLT) or the
appellate authority (NCLAT)
cannot sit in an appeal over the
commercialwisdomof theCoC.
Theinterferencewouldbewar-
rantedonlywhentheadjudicat-
ing authority or the appellate
authority finds the decision of
theCoCtobewhollycapricious,
arbitrary, irrational and dehors

the statuteor rules.
Throughtheorder,theSChas

permitted the lenders to go
aheadwith the SIHL promoter’s
settlement plan under Section
12A of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) that al-
lows such a provision if 90% of
theCoCsupports it.
The court reiterated its own

observation in Arun Kumar
Jagatramka versus Jindal Steel
and Power Ltd, wherein it had
said the need for judicial inter-
vention or innovation from the
NCLT and the NCLAT should be
kept at a bare minimum and
should not disturb the founda-
tional principles of the IBC. The
commercialwisdomof the CoC
hasbeengivenparamountstatus
withoutanyjudicialintervention
for ensuring completion of the
statedprocesseswithinthetime-
lines prescribed by the IBC, the
courtsaid.
The decision of the CoCwas

taken after themembers delib-
erated on the pros and cons of
the settlement plan and exer-
cisedtheircommercialwisdom.
NeithertheNCLTnortheNCLAT
was justified in not giving due
weight to the commercial wis-
dom of the CoC, the apex court
said.FE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

INDIAWILL contest for re-elec-
tion to International Telecomm-
unicationsUnion (ITU) Council,
MinistryofCommunicationssaid
inastatementonSaturday.
NewDelhi has also under-

lineditsfirmcommitmenttothe
UN telecombody’s goals andvi-
sion foraconnectedsociety, and
enabling ICTs to achieve
SustainableDevelopmentGoals-
2030, the statement quoted
Minister of State for
Communications Devusinh
Chauhanassaying.
He was speaking during

World Summit of Information
Society (WSIS) 2022 held from
May 31 to June 3 in Geneva,
Switzerland.
He said Indiahas beenat the

forefront of global digital trans-
formation, achieving excellence
indevelopment,anduseofinfor-
mation and communications
technologies(ICT).
Speaking at the reception

event for introducing India’s
Radio Regulations Board (RRB)
candidateandITUCouncilcandi-
dature of India for re-election,
Chauhansaidthecountryshares
thevisionof ITU for a connected
society and enabling ICTs, to ac-
complishSDGs2030.WITHPTI

LYDIADEPILLIS
NEWYORK, JUNE4

THEREAREfewgoodthingsabout
living through aperiodwith the
highest inflation in fourdecades,
buthere’sone:It’sachancetore-
examine what happens in an
economy that’s gone haywire.
Sinceprices started to escalate a
year ago, politicians and econo-
mists have seizedon inflation to
tell their preferred story about
whatwentwrongandwhatpoli-
cieswouldbring itback into line.
Some say it’s very straightfor-
ward: Supply and demand,
Economics101.
TheWhite House and pro-

gressive organisations, however,
saywaitaminute:Thistimeisdif-
ferent. In a timeof extraordinary
disruption,theycontend,increas-
inglydominant corporations are
takingtheopportunitytojackup
pricesmore thantheyotherwise
could, which is squeezing con-
sumers and supercharging infla-
tion.Or “greedflation,” as thehy-
pothesishascometobeknown.
Theargumentcomportswith

theBidenadministration’s focus
ontheillsofeconomicconcentra-
tion. Congressional Democrats
haverunwith the idea, introduc-
ingbillsthatwouldimposeatem-
porary“excessprofitstax”oncom-

panies that charge prices they
deemunreasonablyhigh,orsim-
ply ban those high prices alto-
gether. Critics, including thena-
tion’slargestbusinesslobby,deride
these efforts as basedona “con-
spiracy theory” anda “flimsyar-
gument.”Sowhat’s really going
on? It’s hard to teaseout. Apan-
demic, a tradewar, a landwar,
hugegovernmentspendinganda
globaleconomythathasbecome
vastlymore integratedmightbe
toocomplexfortraditionalmacro-

economictheorytoexplain.
JoshBivens, researchdirector

at the Economic Policy Institute,
thinks that’s agoodreason to re-
visitwhat thediscipline thought
it had figured out.”When I hear
storiesaboutanoverheatinglabor
market,Idon’tthinkaboutfalling
realwages,andyetwehavefalling
realwages,”Bivenssaid.
Noristheriseinprofitstypical

whenunemployment is so low.
“Theideathat ‘There’snothingto
seehere’— there’s everything to

see here! It’s totally different.”
When thinking about greedfla-
tion, it’s helpful tobreak it down
intothreequestions:Arecompa-
nies chargingmore thanneces-
sary to cover their risingcosts? If
so,isthatenoughtomeaningfully
accelerateinflation?Andisallthis
happeningbecauselargecompa-
nieshavemarketpowertheydid-
n’t decades ago? Productive
Profits, orGouging?There is not
much disagreement thatmany
companieshavemarkedupgoods

inexcessoftheirownrisingcosts.
Across the US economy, profit
margins surgedduring thepan-
demicandremainedelevated.
Whenallpricesarerising,con-

sumerslosetrackofhowmuchis
reasonable to pay. “In the infla-
tionaryenvironment, everybody
knowsthatpricesareincreasing,”
said Z JohnZhang, a professor of
marketingattheWhartonSchool
at theUniversityof Pennsylvania
whohasstudiedpricingstrategy.
“Obviously, that’s a great op-

portunityforeveryfirmtorealign
their prices asmuchas they can.
You’renotgoingtohaveanoppor-
tunity again like this for a long
time.” The real disagreement is
overwhether higher profits are
naturalandgood.Basiceconomic
theoryteachesthatchargingwhat
themarket canbearwill prompt
companiestoproducemore,con-
strainingpricesandensuringthat
more people have access to the
goodthat’s inshortsupply.
Thequestionofwhetherprofit

margins are speeding inflation is
harder to figure out. The Federal
Reserve Bank of San Francisco
found that fiscal stimulus pro-
grammes accounted for 3 per-
centagepoints,forexample,while
the St. Louis Fed estimated that
manufacturing sector inflation
wouldhavebeen20percentage
pointslowerwithoutsupplychain

bottlenecks.
Ifyouthinkthat’scomplicated,

try establishingwhethermarket
power is playing a role in any of
this. It iswellestablishedthatthe
American economy has grown
more concentrated.On a funda-
mentallevel,dominationbyafew
companiesmayhavemadesup-
plychainsmorebrittle.
Therelationshipofprofits, in-

flationandmarketpowerwillbe
tough for economists to nail
down.High-quality government
datawilltaketimetoproduce.
LindsayOwens,aneconomic

sociologistwhohaschampioned
the greedflation argument, em-
phasiseshowdifferenttheecon-
omylookedduringAmerica’slast
boutwith inflation: Labourwas
farmorepowerful,andinvestors
lessso.
JanDeLoecker, aprofessor at

KULeuveninBelgiumwhoco-au-
thoredaseminalpaperontheper-
nicious effects of risingmarket
concentration, doubts that con-
centrationworsenspriceincreases
acrosstheboard.“Justthinkabout
UShealthcareandtheoilmarket
—thestoriestherearesoradically
different,”DeLoeckersaid.“Butin-
flation is a basket of goods that
consumersdrawfrom.Sotheidea
thatthere’sonestorythatexplains
risingprices inboth isnotagood
waytothinkaboutit.”NYT

REUTERS
BENGALURU, JUNE4

DAVECLARK,theexecutivewho
made Amazon.com Inc into a
worldwide delivery behemoth,
issteppingdownaschiefexecu-
tive of the online retailer’s con-
sumerbusiness topursueother
opportunities,thecompanysaid
onFriday.
AmazonCEOAndyJassysaid

he expects to name a replace-
ment inthenextfewweeksand
that the company has work
ahead “to get towherewe ulti-
mately want to be” in the divi-
sion Clark ran. Clark’s last day
willbeJuly1,after23yearswith
thecompany.
Thedeparturefurthersolidi-

fies a changing of the guard at
Amazon, which for years had
veteranranksunderfounderJeff
Bezos. A string of management
departures includingvicepresi-
dents and Bezos himself have
shakenupthee-commerceand
cloud company, though execu-
tiveshaveaimedtomaintainthe

customer focus and startup
mentalityof their founder.
The online retailer is also

girdingforeconomicchallenges,
recentlyreportinga$2billionhit
from having built too much
warehousingandtransportation
capacity, vowingnowto reduce
thecostsof fulfillingorders.
In a statement on Twitter,

Clarksaidhewantedtogetback
tobuilding.“It’swhatdrivesme,”
he said, adding he leaves
Amazonwith“asolidmulti-year
plan to fight the inflationary
challenges we are facing
in2022.”

GEETANAIR
PUNE,JUNE4

ITTOOKforgingcompanyBharat
Forge61yearstoreachanannual
turnover of Rs 10,000 crore.
ChairmanandMDBabaKalyaniis
confident of the next Rs 10,000
crorecomingatafasterpace,with
thecompanysettodoubleortriple
turnoverinthenext10years.
Having joined the company

startedbyhis fatherNeelakanth
Kalyani 50 years ago, Baba
Kalyani,73,saysthepast10years
have been the busiest in his life.
“If you have a passion to do
somethingthenmanythingscan
bedone,”hesaysashecompletes
50 years at the helm of Bharat
Forge. It is no longer just a forg-
ingorautocomponentmanufac-
turing company, but a technol-
ogycompany,saysKalyani.With
apresenceinauto,defence,aero-
space,oilandgas,electricmobil-
ity. railways and renewable en-
ergy,Kalyanisaystheyare inthe
businessofprovidingsafetyand
securityformobility,energyand
for thecountry.
Thecompanyisworkingvig-

orously in the electric vehicle
business through a subsidiary
company, Kalyani Powertrain. A
newfactoryisallsettorolloutthe
Tork electric motorcycles this
month. Nextwill be an electric

truck, says Kalyani. Technology
centresinDetroitandLosAngeles
areworkingone-mobility.
Nobody is going to give you

technologyandespeciallynot in
thedefence sector. This thought
propelled him to invest in the
Advanced Towed Artillery Gun
System (ATAGs) programme
eight years ago and tap the op-
portunitiesinthecountry’sindi-
genisation programme. Armed
with Bharat Forge’s expertise in
metallurgy,Kalyanibuiltthefull-
IndianATAGs(155mmX52)cal-
iberwiththecapabilitytofire48
kmcomparedtotheexisting39-

kmrangeguns.KalyaniStrategic
Systems, the defence arm of
Bharat Forge, has completed
multipletrialsacrosstheterrain.
Kalyani is hopeful of getting his
firstorderthisyear.Thegoalisto
be the largest artillery player in
10 years. There is the armoured
car, KalyaniM4, that is already
operating at high altitudes
(20,000ft)andinthepipelineare
dronesandotherproducts.
‘Dothingsthatothershadnot

imaginedandkeepinnovating’is
the motto that has led to the
company leading the industry
and staying there unchallenged
for twodecades.
“By2030, Indiawillbeavery

differentcountry fromwhat it is
now.OurGDPcanbearound$7-
8 trillion,” he says. Climate
change and the shift to digital
manufacturingwould pose sig-
nificantchallenges,headds.“The
country historically has a talent
poolthatisbasedonanalogtech-
nology and there is an immedi-
ate need to convert the existing
talent pool to digital,” adds
Kalyani.TheworkforceatBharat
Forgehascompletedtheirtrain-
inginIndustry4.0andnotmany
want to leave despitemultiple
roundsofVRS.
Kalyani was felicitated in

PuneonSaturdayandconferred
the‘Punyabhushan’awardtocel-
ebratehisachievements. FE

DaveClark Reuters file

Amazon delivery
architect set to
leave after 23 yrs

Inflation war: ‘Greedflation’ vs supply-demand

USPresident JoeBiden(centre)withFederalReserveChair JeromePowellandUSTreasury
Secretary JanetYellenat theWhiteHouse, inWashingtonDCrecently.Reuters file

BRIEFLY
Coaldemand
NewDelhi: To address the
country’s energy demand
which is set to double by
2040,thermalcoalrequire-
ment would go up to
around 1,500 million
tonnesinthenext18years,
CoalMinisterPralhadJoshi
said on Saturday. The
Minister added that there
wasaneedtobeconscious
abouttheenvironmentand
keep inmind the sustain-
ablemininggoals.

Vedanta,NCDs
NewDelhi:Vedanta Ltd on
Saturday said a committee
of directors has approved
raisingup toRs4,089 crore
viadebentures onaprivate
placementbasis.

TCPLMD-CEO
New Delhi: Terming the
current macro environ-
ment as “highly volatile”
due to geopolitical ten-
sions, supply chain stress
and inflation, Tata
Consumer Products Ltd
(TCPL) MD and CEO Sunil
D’Souza said the company
is closely monitoring the
near-term trends to see
howtheseeconomichead-
windsaffectconsumerbe-
haviour.PTI

EuropeanandAsian
funds received inflowsof
$1.15billionand$0.08billion,
respectively

Globalhighyieldbond
fundsdrew$7.62billion, the
largestamountsinceat least
July2020,whilegovernment
bond funds lured$4.54billion

Global equity fundshad
purchasesworthanet$9.38
billion, thebiggest since
February9, amid robust
demand forETFs

Moneymarket funds,
meanwhile, sawnetsellingof
$40.99billion, thebiggest
sinceApril 13

Investors exited goldand
preciousmetal fundsworth
$521billionafterpurchases
of$1.33billion in the
previousweek

An analysis of 24,309 emerging market funds showed investors purchased equity funds worth $167 million
after seven weeks of net selling, but sold bond funds of $194 million Source: Reuters
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Source:Refinitiv Lipperdata

‘Global bond funds
gain first weekly
inflow in 2 months’
Global bond funds obtained inflows in theweek to June 1
after eight weeks of outflows, lifted by strong demand as
fears over aggressivemonetary tightening and excessive
price pressures eased, as per a Reuters report

$1.19bn
HEALTHCARE

$1.03billion
FINANCIALS

$445mn
METALS&MINING

$86mn
TECHFUNDS

INFLOWS

OUTFLOWS

$6.16bn
Worthofglobal bond funds
purchasedby investors, in their
firstweeklynetbuyingsinceMar
30,marking thebiggestweekly
inflowsinceJanuary5, according
toRefinitivLipperdata

$7.09bn
WORTHUSBONDFUNDS
BOUGHT

TheNewYorkStock
Exchange.Reuters file

Rubbermatrolls, Tripura. File

THERUBBERindustryhas
potential forexportersas
India isa labour-intensive
market.However,with
thewar inUkraine, there
havebeensomeprob-
lemslikeavailabilityof
rawmaterialsandrise in
shippingcosts.Theglobal
demandfor itsproducts
are likely torise inthe
near future.

Global
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Demandpush:Rubber industry
looks todoubleexportsby ’25

AnapexcourtBench
comprisingJusticesBR
GavaiandHimaKohli
saidtheadjudicating
authority (NCLT)or the
appellateauthority
(NCLAT)cannotsit inan
appealovertheCoC’s
commercialwisdom

Electric motorcycle roll out this
month; next e-trucks: Kalyani

BharatForgechairman
andMDBabaKalyanion
Saturday.PavanKhengre

New Delhi



Government of Odisha
"e" Procurement Notice

Bid Identification No.08/2022-23

Further details can be seen from e-procurement portal in the
Website (http://tendersorissa.gov.in)

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,
P.H. Division, Bhubaneswar

OIPR - 13205/11/0021/2223

1 Name of the work : 3 No. of works.

2 Estimated cost : 274.50 lakhs to 417.94 Iakh

3 Period of completion : 06 (Six) Months & 11(Eleven) months for
Serial No.2.

4 Date & Time of availability of bid
document in the portal

: From 11.00 AM. of 06.06.2022 to 5.00 PM
of 27.06.2022

5 Last date / time for receipt of
bids in the portal

: 5.00 PM of 27.06.2022

6 Name and address of the Officer
inviting Bid

: Superintending Engineer, P.H. Division,
Bhubaneswar

C-445

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE
BHAWANIPATNA

e-procurement Notice
CANCELLATION OF BID IDENTIFICATION NO. BPT/Online-05/2022-23

No 980/Dt.07/06/2002
The tender invited vide this office letter No.891 dt.18.05.2022 & Bid
Identification No.BPT/Online-05/2022-23 is hereby cancelled due to
unavoidable circumstances.

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

Rural Works Circle
Bhawanipatna

OIPR - 25102/11/0007/2223

O-407

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F Ad²FâXF°FF
À½F. ßFe ÕJeSXF¸F A¦Fi½FFÕX À¸FÈd°F ¾FFÀF. d¨FdIY°ÀFF

¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F, SXF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.)
(QcSX·FF¿F IiY. 07762-220742 ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX:-www.gmcraigarh.edu.in

BÊ-¸FZÕXX:-gmcraigarh.2013@gmail.com)
IiY¸FFaIY/¾FF.d¨F.¸F./À±FF./2022/6752 SXF¹F¦FPX, dQ³FFaIY-01.06.2022

À½F. ßFe ÕXJeSXF¸F A¦Fi½FFÕX À¸FÈd°F ¾FFÀF. d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F, SXF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.) IZY ´FiF²¹FF´FIY, ÀFWX-´FiF²¹FF´FIY,
ÀFWXF¹FIY ´FiF²¹FF´FIY, ÀFed³F¹FSX SmXÀFeOZZÔMX, ª¹Fbd³F¹FSX SmXÀFeOZÔXMX, ´FiQ¾FÊIY E½F IYhªFbA»MXe ¸FZdOXIYÕX AFGdRYÀFSX IZY ½F°FÊ¸FF³F
dSXöY ´FQ IZY ÀFF±F ÀF¸F¹F-ÀF¸F¹F ´FSX dSXöY WXû³FZ ½FFÕZX ´FQûÔ ´FSX LX.¦F. dÀFd½FÕX ÀFZ½FF (ÀFad½FQF d³F¹FbdöY) d³F¹F¸F 2012
¸FZÔ CXnZdJ°F ¾F°FûÊ IZY A²Fe³F ÀFad½FQF ·F°FeÊ dIY¹FF ªFF³FF W`X BÀF WZX°Fb ¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕ¹FX, SXF¹F¦FPX
(LX.¦F.) ¸FZÔ d½FÄFF´F³F ´FiIYF¾F³F d°Fd±F ÀFZ ´Fi°¹FZIY IYF¹FÊ dQ½FÀF ¸FZÔ kk½FFGIY-B³F-B³MXSX½¹Fcll AF¹FûdªF°F W`XÜ

d¨FdIY°ÀFF d¾FÃFIYûÔ E½Fa SmXÀFeOZÔXMX d¨FdIY°ÀFIYûÔ IZY ½F°FÊ¸FF³F dSXöY ´FQûÔ IYe ªFF³FIYFSXe d³F¸FjF³FbÀFFSX W`X:-
IiY¸FFaIY ´FQ³FF¸F dSXöY EIY¸Fb¾°F ¸FFdÀFIY ÀFad½FQF ½FZ°F³F

ÀFa£¹FF
1. ´FiF²¹FF´FIY 05 Rs. 1,80,000/-

( SmXdOX¹FûÕXFGªFe WZX°Fb- Rs.2,20,000/-)
2. ÀFWX-´FiF²¹FF´FIY 06 Rs. 1,50,000/-

( SmXdOX¹FûÕXFGªFe WZX°Fb- Rs.1,90,000/-)
3. ÀFWXF¹FIY ´FiF²¹FF´FIY 19 Rs. 1,10,000/-

( SmXdOX¹FûÕXFGªFe WZX°Fb- Rs.1,50,000/-)
4. ÀFed³F¹FSX SmXÀFeOZÔXMX 15 Rs.75,000/-

( SmXdOX¹FûÕXFGªFe WZX°Fb- Rs.1,00,000/-)
5. ´FiQ¾FÊIYX 02 Rs.60,000/-
6. ªFcd³F¹FSX SmXÀFeOZÔXMXX 23 Rs.60,000/-
7. IYhªFbA»MXe ¸FZdOXIYÕX AFGdRYÀFSX 04 Rs.60,000/-
kk½FFGIY-B³F-B³MXSX½FÐ¹Fcll IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ d½FÀ°FÈ°F ªFF³FIYFSXe, ¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F, SXF¹F¦FPX IZY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX-
www.gmcraigarh.edu.in E½Fa ³FûMXeÀF ¶FûOÊX ´FSX CX´FÕX¶²F W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
Ad²FâXF°FF

À½F. ßFe ÕXJeSXF¸F A¦Fi½FFÕX À¸FÈd°F
91811 d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F SXF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.)

//Walk-in-Interview//

EMMABUBOLA
LONDON, JUNE4

WHENBRITAIN started apro-
gramme this week offering a
two-year visa to graduates
from some top global univer-
sities, Nikhil Mane, an Indian
computer science student at
New York University, wel-
comed the news. “I was
happy,” saidMane, 23,whose
universitywasonthelist. “It’sa
goodwaytopursueourdreams.”
Morethan5,000milesaway,

AdeolaAdepoju, 22, a biochem-
istrystudentatOlabisiOnabanjo
UniversityinNigeria,alsoreadthe
announcementwithgreatinter-
est.Buthehadtheoppositereac-
tion.“Icouldn’tbelievemyeyes,”
Adepojusaid.“Nouniversityfrom
theThirdWorldisranked.”
Britain’s “High Potential

Individual” visa programmeal-
lowsgraduatesfrom37top-rated
world universities in Australia,
Canada, China, Europe, Hong
Kong, Japan, Singapore and the
UStocometothecountryfortwo
years even if theydonot have a
joboffer. Amajority of universi-
ties on the list are in theUS, in-
cludingHarvardUniversity, the
Massachusetts Institute of
TechnologyandtheUniversityof
California,SanDiego.
Thegovernmentsaidtheplan

wouldattracttheworld’s“bright-

est and best” and benefit the
Britisheconomy.Critics,however,
say the plannurtures global in-
equalities and discriminates
againstmostdevelopingnations.
Thepurposeofthepolicyisto

create“ahighlydesirableandable
poolofmobiletalentfromwhich
UK employers can recruit” and
driveeconomicgrowthandtech-
nological advances, the govern-
ment said in its announcement.
It didnotput a capon thenum-
ber of applicantswhowouldbe
acceptedandsaidthatgraduates
with doctorates would be al-
lowedtostayforthreeyears.
“Wewant the businesses of

tomorrowtobebuiltheretoday,”
RishiSunak,theBritishchancellor
of theExchequer, said in a state-
ment.“Comeandjoinin!”
Theprogrammeisinlinewith

Britain’s post-Brexit visa policy,
whichhasmadeentryeasier for
high-skilledworkersandharder
for thoseconsidered low-skilled
ones, aswell as asylum-seekers.
Visapathways includea skilled-
workervisaforpeoplewhohave
received a job offer in Britain, a
visa for people considered a
“leaderorpotentialleader”incer-
tainfields,andaprogramtoallow
internationalstudentswhograd-
uatedfromBritishuniversitiesto
stayforatleasttwoyears.
ThenewBritishvisahasbeen

praisedinsomeacademiccircles
in theUSas one to emulate. But
many academics, students and
politicians in Britain, Africa and
Indiahave spokenout against it,
saying that theuniversities that
studentsattendarelargelyinflu-
enced by their social and geo-

graphicalcircumstancesandthat
thenewscheme rewards those
whoarealreadymoreprivileged.
“Iwouldnotbeeligible,”said

DeeptiGurdasani,aclinicalpub-
lichealthresearcherandasenior
lecturer inmachine learning at
Queen Mary University of
London,whowenttoauniversity
inIndiathatisnotonthelist.“Itis
hurtful to find that you’redeval-
uedandthatpeoplewithinyour
community are devalued be-
causeofarbitrarythresholds.”
Madeleine Sumption, direc-

tor of theUniversity of Oxford’s
Migration Observatory, which
tracksimmigrationpatterns,said
thenewpolicywasaninnovative
idea,butwithdrawbacks.
“Howdoyoudecidewhothe

highly skilled people are?” she
asked, adding that the current
policy would admit someone
who just scraped through
Harvard but not the highest-
achievingstudentsatatopIndian
university. Britain’sHomeOffice
said the list had been compiled
from leading global university
ranking lists and thatnewinter-
nationalinstitutionscouldmove
uptheranksandlaterjointhelist.
However, university rank-

ings are widely criticised in
many quarters, with critics
saying they often fail to grasp
the quality of teaching and
often overemphasise re-
search over instruction.NYT

CRITICS SAY PLAN NURTURES GLOBAL INEQUALITIES

UK’s ‘brightest and best’ visa leaves
out Africa, India and Latin America

Harvard isoneof the37universitieseligible for thevisa
programme, themajorityofwhichare intheUS.NYT
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MEANWHILE

SHAKIRACONFIRMS SPLITWITHPIQUÉ
Colombian pop star Shakira and her partner, Spanish soccer player Gerard Piqué, are
splitting up, the pair said on Saturday. “We regret to confirm that we are separating,” the
two said in a statement released by Shakira’s public relations firm. “For the well-being of
our children, we ask that you respect our privacy. Thank you for your understanding.”

RUSSIAFACESSTIFFRESISTANCE INEAST:UKRAINE

AP&REUTERS
BRUSSELS, JUNE4

NATO SECRETARY-GENERAL
Jens Stoltenberg has met with
Finland’s Prime Minister and
spoken to Turkey’s president as
heseekstoovercomeTurkishre-
sistance to Finland and Sweden
joining thealliance.
Stoltenberg tweeted that he

met with Finnish PM Sanna
Marinwhilethereanddiscussed
“the need to address Turkey’s
concerns and move forward”
with the Finnish and Swedish
membershipapplications.
Stoltenberg said he had a

“constructive phone call” with
Erdogan, calling Turkey a “val-
uedally”andpraisingTurkishef-
forts to broker a deal to ensure
the safe transportation of grain
supplies from Ukraine amid
global foodshortagescausedby
Russia’s invasion. Stoltenberg
tweeted that he and Erdogan
would continue their dialogue,
withoutelaborating.
Erdogan’s office released a

statement in which it said the
president had emphasised that
Sweden and Finland should
“make it clear that they have
stopped supporting terrorism,”

havelifteddefenceexportrestric-
tionsonTurkeyandare“readyto
showalliancesolidarity.”
ANATOsummit inMadridat

theendofJuneisnotadeadlinefor
adecisiononSwedenandFinland's
membership bids, the Turkish
president’sspokesmansaid.
Kyiv said on Saturday itwas

pushing back Russian troops in
Sievierodonetskas intense fight-
ing raged around the industrial
city. Serhiy Gaidai, governor of
Luhansk province, said Russian
forceshadsufferedseveredefeats
and were blowing up bridges

acrosstheSiverskyiDonetsriverto
preventUkrainebringing inmili-
tary reinforcements anddeliver-
ing aid to civilians in
Sievierodonetsk. The governor
saidUkrainian forceshad recap-
turedaroundone-fifthoftheterri-
torytheyhadlostinthecity.
Russian anti-aircraft forces

have shot down dozens of
Ukrainian weapons and are
“cracking them like nuts,”
PresidentPutin saidonSaturday.
“Our anti-aircraft systems are
crunchingthemlikenuts.Dozens
havebeendestroyed,"Putinsaid.

USAmbassadortoUkraineBridgetBrinkandUkraine’s
ProsecutorGeneral IrynaVenediktovaduringtheirvisit to
Borodianka, Ukraine,onSaturday.Reuters

REUTERS
PARIS, JUNE4

FRENCHPRESIDENTEmmanuel
MacronsaiditisvitalthatRussia
is not humiliated so that when
the fighting stops in Ukraine a
diplomatic solution can be
found, adding that he believed
Paris would play a mediating
role toendtheconflict.
Macronhas sought tomain-

tain a dialogue with Russian
President Vladimir Putin since
Moscow’sinvasionofUkrainein
February.Hisstancehasbeenre-
peatedlycriticisedbysomeeast-
ern and Baltic partners in
Europe, as they see it as under-
miningefforts topressurePutin
to thenegotiating table.
“We must not humiliate

Russia so that thedaywhen the
fighting stops we can build an
exit ramp through diplomatic
means,”Macronsaidinaninter-

view to regional newspapers
published on Saturday. “I am
convincedthat it isFrance’s role
tobeamediatingpower.”
Macron has spoken with

Putin regularly since the inva-
sion.“Ithink,andItoldhim,that
he ismaking a historic and fun-
damentalmistakeforhispeople,
for himself and for history,”
Macronsaid.
France has supported

Ukraine militarily and finan-
cially,butuntilnowMacronhas
not been to Kyiv to offer sym-
bolicpolitical support likeother
EU leaders, something Ukraine
has wanted him to do. Macron
saidhehadnot ruledoutgoing.

NATO chief speaks with Erdogan
about Finland andSweden joining

France
President
Emmanuel
Macron

Macron: Russia must not
be humiliated despite
Putin’s historic mistake

MZULQERNAIN
LAHORE, JUNE4

PAKISTAN’S FEDERAL
Investigation Agency, which is
probingPrimeMinisterShehbaz
Sharif and his son and Punjab
Chief Minister Hamza Shehbaz
inamulti-billionrupeesmoney
launderingcase,onSaturdayre-
quested the court to allow their
arrest for further investigation.
The court, however, extended
theirpre-arrestbailuntil June11.
TheFIAalso filedan interim

investigation report against the
premier and other suspects in
theRs14billion moneylaunder-
ing case against them. Shehbaz
andHamzaappearedbeforethe
SpecialCourtamidhighsecurity.
“An FIA prosecutor submit-

ted an interim investigation re-
port in the court and sought ar-
rest of prime suspects – Prime
Minister Shehbaz and Punjab
ChiefMinisterHamza—arguing
that their custody is needed for
furtherprobeinthecaseasthey
havenotjoinedtheinvestigation
and cooperatedwith investiga-
tors,” a courtofficial toldPTI.
Theprimeminister'scounsel

AdvocateAmjadPervezstrongly
objected to the FIA's plea and
termedita“falseassertionofthe
agency”. PTI

COURTEXTENDSBAILTOPM

PakistanPMShehbazSharif

Peshawar: Athree-monthcease-
firedeal facilitatedbytheTaliban
government inAfghanistan has
beenstruckbetweenthebanned
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
andtriballeadersfromPakistan’s
restive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
provinceborderingAfghanistan,
aspermediareportonSaturday.
The agreement wasmade

duringthefirstroundoftalksbe-
tween the outlawed TTP and a
53-member jirga consisting of
prominent Pakistani tribal jirga
(council), which concluded in
KabulonFriday,accordingtothe
News Internationalnewspaper.
During the talks, both sides

agreedtothree-monthceasefire
and continuationof dialogue , a
member of the jirga told local
mediaonreturnfromKabul.PTI

TTP, council of Pak
tribal leaders reach
3-month truce deal

Pakistan FIA seeks
arrests of Shehbaz,
son in fraud case

USA

Womantestifies
Cosbyforcibly
kissedherwhen
shewas14
Santa Monica: Awoman
testifiedonFridaythatshe
was 14 when Bill Cosby
tookher intoa trailerona
moviesetin1975,grabbed
her so she couldn’tmove
herarms,andkissedher.“I
was struggling to get
away,” she said. “It was
shocking.” The woman,
now61, toldher story ina
public venue for the first
timeduringaLosAngeles
County civil trial over the
lawsuitof JudyHuth,who
allegesCosby sexually as-
saulted her at Playboy
Mansionwhenshewas16
at around the same time,
inthespringof1975.AP

BillCosby . AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

US

Bezos’sBlueOrigin
endsfifthcrewed
flightlaunch

Washington: Jeff Bezos’
space tourism venture
BlueOrigin completed its
fifth crewed launch on
Saturday after a New
Shepard rocket’s back-up
system that had notmet
expectations delayed the
voyagelastmonth. “Itwas
anhonour to fly this crew
of explorers today," said
Phil Joyce, senior vice-
president, NewShepard.
REUTERS

CHINA

Beijingtolaunch
nextcrewed
mission today
Beijing:China ispreparing
tolaunchanewthree-per-
sonmission to complete
workonitspermanentor-
biting space station, the
China Manned Space
Agencysaid. Their space-
shipisduetoblastofffrom
theJiuquanSatelliteLaunch
Centre at10.44amSunday,
theagencysaid. AP

Heavypolice forcepatrolledHongKong’sVictoriaParkon
Saturdayafterauthorities forathirdconsecutiveyear
bannedpubliccommemorationof theanniversaryof the
deadlyTiananmenSquarecrackdownin1989. InTaiwan,
people took photosof ‘Pillarof Shame’ (above) inTaipei,
Taiwan,onSaturday.Reuters

33 YEARS OF TIANANMEN

REUTERS&AP
JUNE4

IRANIAN SUPREME Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Saturdayblamedrecentprotests
in Iran on foreign “enemies”
seekingtooverthrowtheIslamic
Republic.HealsosaidtheUSand
itsallieswerewaginga“psycho-
logical war” against Iran by ac-
cusingitofpiracyforseizingtwo
Greek ships after theUS confis-
cated Iranianoil fromatanker.
“Today, the enemies’ most

important hope for striking a
blow at the country is based on
popular protests,” Khamenei
said, referring to week-long
protests over the collapse of a
building in southwestern Iran
lastmonththatkilled37people.
“Theyhope to turn thepeo-

ple against the Islamic estab-
lishment and the Islamic
Republic through psychologi-
cal work, activities on the in-
ternetandcyberspace ... andby
spending money and recruit-

ingmercenaries."
“But the ‘enemies’ calcula-

tion is aswrongasmanyearlier
ones,” he said in a televised
speechon the 33rd anniversary
ofthedeathoftheleaderof Iran's
1979 Islamic revolution,
AyatollahRuhollahKhomeini.
Khameneialsoacknowledged

that Iran took the oil from two
Greektankers lastmonthinheli-
copter-launched raids in the
Persian Gulf. The confiscations
were retaliation forGreece’s role
intheUSseizureofcrudeoilfrom
an Iranian-flagged tanker the
sameweekinMediterraneanSea
overviolatingWashington’sharsh
sanctionsonIslamicRepublic.
“Theysteal Iranianoiloff the

Greekcoast,thenourbravemen
who don’t fear death respond
and seized the enemy’s oil
tanker,”Khamenei said.

AyatollahAli
Khamenei

Enemies out to overthrow
Islamic Republic: Khamenei

DMITRY KOVTUN, one of two
Russianmen accused by Britain
of poisoning Kremlin critic
AlexanderLitvinenkoinLondon
in 2006, has died of Covid-19 in
aMoscow hospital, TASS news
saidonSaturday.Litvinenkodied
weeks after drinking green tea
lacedwithradioactivepolonium-
210 at London’s Millennium
Hotel,wherehemetKovtunand
othersuspect,AndreiLugovoy.
British investigators found

tracesofpoloniumatsitesacross
Londonwhere the twomenhad
been, including inoffices, hotels,
planesandtheArsenalsoccersta-
dium. They denied carrying out
thepoisoning,andRussiarefused
to extradite them to face trial.
Litvinenko,aBritishcitizen,wasa
formerKGBofficerwhohadbe-
comeanoutspokenopponentof
RussianPresidentPutin.Fromhis
deathbed,heaccusedPutinofor-
deringhiskilling,butKremlinhas
alwaysdeniedanyrole.REUTERS

Report: Suspect
in Kremlin
critic poisoning
dies of Covid

MARIYAMAGUCHI
TOKYO, JUNE4

AN83-YEAR-OLD Japanese ad-
venturerreturnedhomeSaturday
after successfully completinghis
solo, nonstop voyage across the
Pacific, becoming theoldestper-
sontoreachthemilestone.
KenichiHoriearrivedintheKii

Strait off Japan’swestern coast,
completinghis trans-Pacificvoy-
agein69daysafterleavingayacht
harborinSanFranciscoinMarch.
Itwas the latest achievement for
theoctogenarianadventurer,who
in1962becamethefirstpersonin
theworldtocompleteasolonon-
stop voyage across Pacific from
JapantoSanFrancisco.
Sixty years later, he traveled

theoppositeroute.“Ijustcrossed
thefinishline.I’mtired,”hewrote
inhisblogafterreachingJapanin
theearlyhoursof Saturday.

He said his sailing boat,
SuntoryMermaid III, was to be
toed after the sunrise for an ex-
pectedarrivalathishomeportof
ShinNishinomiyayachtharborin
the evening. Reports said awel-
comeeventwillbeheldSunday.
His achievement came after

three days of struggle with the
pushback fromastrong tide.He
wrote in his blog Friday that he
succeeded but was exhausted
and took a nap after feeling as-
suredthathisyachtwasnowon
the right track to the finish line.
Horie’sreturntoJapanmakeshim
theworld’soldestpersontocom-
plete a solo, nonstop crossing of
Pacific,asperhissponsors.AP

Japan’s
Kenichi
Horie

At 83, Japanese man
becomes oldest to
sail solo across Pacific

New Delhi



T H E S U N D A Y E X P R E S S M A G A Z I N E
JUNE 5, 2022 | WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM | PAGE 15

HUSTLE &
FLOW

(Clockwise from top)
Deep Jandu; video
still from Romey
Maan’s Brampton
jatti; rapper AP

Dhillon of Brown
munde fame;

Sidhu Moosewala

eye BOOKS
●ReviewofGeetanjali Shree andDaisy

Rockwell’sTomb of Sand

● Reviewof SagarikaGhose’sAtal
BihariVajpayee

● ReviewofAnnieZaidi’sCity of Incident

POINTOFVIEW

A President for 35 Days
During his brief stint at the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Chief Justice Mohammad Hidayatullah even
hosted US President Richard Nixon

Manraj Grewal Sharma

THIS IS Brampton,where any-
thingandeverythingcanhap-
pen,” crooned Sidhu
MoosewalainB-Town(2019)as
a tribute to the city that built
him. It was here in 2017 that

the 23-year-old student fromMansa village
firstmademusicthatshothimtofameandhe
joined the A-listers of Punjabi rap and pop.
Today,Brampton,acityintheGreaterToronto
Area, has become a global powerhouse of
Punjabimusic. FromDeep Jandu and Fateh
Doe,NoyztoSelenaDhillonandJonitaGandhi,
the latest stars on the Punjabimusic scene,
write,compose,shootandperformhere.
Once known as the Flower Town of

Ontario— it used to be amajor exporter of
roses in the 1870s — the East Coast city of
600,000,mostof themimmigrants,hasnow
become a nursery of youngmusicianswho
learn thestrings inhighschoolandareglob-
allycelebratedveteransbythetimetheycross
30.IkkySingh,theneweststaronthehorizon,
whodreamsof takingPunjabimusic“every-
where”,wasjust20yearsoldwhenhesigned
adealwithWarnerMusicCanadalastyearaf-
terMagical love got half a billion views on
YouTube. Jandu, considered the fatherof the
city’sdistinctivestyleofmusic,mixofhip-hop
andrap,withPunjabi lyricsanddesi themes,
is all of 32, while freelance videographer
RupenBhardwajwasjust18whenhewasdis-
coveredbyMoosewalain2018.
EveryoneinBramptonknowshowMoose

wala,whowasthenthemost-heardartisteon
Spotify, walked into Bhardwaj’s house,
watchedhisvideosandwasfloored.Bhardwaj
droppedout of school to pursue his passion
andhasan impressive listof celebrityclients
including Diljit Dosanjh. Bhardwaj has di-
rected six videos forMoosewala, including
Legend,whichwasshot inBrampton.
WithpeopleofSouth-Asiandescentform-

ingover 40per cent of thepopulation, there
aren’tmanybarriers to entering the Punjabi
indiesceneinthecity,alsocalled“Singhdale”,
“Browntown,” or “Bramladesh”.Over 20per
centof thetownspeaksPunjabi,whileUrdu,
Gujarati and Hindi can also be heard on
thestreets.
Moosewala’s releaseof hisbreakthrough

track So High in September 2017 coincided
withthecity’smusicrenaissance. Historically,
Vancouver (West Coast) was the hub of
Punjabicinemaandmusic.Punjab-bornJazzy
B,whowas raised in Surrey, and considered
the crownprince of bhangramusicwas in-
ductedintoBCEntertainment’sHallofFame,
for his significant contribution to the British
Columbia entertainment
industry. It earned him a
star on Vancouver’s
Granville Street in 2016. JC
Dhanoa, a video producer
based in Vancouver, says
Surrey took the lead in
Punjabimusic and singer-
actors such as Gippy
Grewal, late Manmohan
Waris, Sarbjit Cheema,
Amrinder Gill, all have
homesthere.
Moosewala’s runaway

success with millions of
viewsonYouTubeandcol-
laborationswith some of
theworld’s leadingmusi-
cians became an inspiration for countless
youngstersinBrampton.Forawhile,hismu-
sicproducerBygByrdwasmuchsoughtafter
byaspirants.
Arun Sharma, themusic producerwho

hadlaunchedthelateSurjitBinjdrakhia,says
Brampton is becoming amagnet formusi-
ciansbecauseof thestringofhitscomingout
of its studios. Gurmoh, an upcoming singer
fromMohali, attributes it to the continuing
flight of artistes from Punjab to Canada.
“Earlier, Jalandharwas the hub of Punjabi

University,NovaScotia,Canada,blames iton
the perception that the immigrant group
doesn’twanttointegrate,thattherecouldbe
a cultural takeover and the fear of not being
inthemajoritycouldbeotherreasons.
BothBramptonandSurreyarenowstaring

at themenace of gun violence and gangs in
reallife,too.Sometimes,singersgetcaughtin
thecrossfire.Publicsafetyisaconcernduring
concerts. In 2019, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police asked organisers to drop
Moosewala’sperformanceatSurrey. In2019,
musicianKaranAujlawasattackedinSurrey.
Later, Interpol arrested gangster Sukhpreet
Budda,whohad taken responsibility for the
attack,fromArmenia.SoonafterMoosewala’s
murder,CanadiansingerAPDhillonwrotean
InstapostonhowaPunjabiartistehastocon-
tendwith threats andhate-filled comments
onadailybasis.InPunjab,MankirtAulakhhas
now sought security from the police, citing
threats from theBambiha gang. Industry in-
siders blame extortion and death threats
bygangsters.
Thismayexplainwhysomeyoungmusi-

ciansaremakingaconcertedeffort towiden
theappealofPunjabimusicbymakingitmore
wholesome. That its allure transcends the
Punjabi-speakingdiasporaisevidentfromthe
YouTubeTop40 forCanada,which is always
handsomelypopulatedbyPunjabitracks.
InSurrey,rappersAPDhillon,GurinderGill

andShindaKahlonaredoingtheirbittocele-
brate South-Asian identitywith theirBrown
munde (BrownBoys),whichbecameSpotify
India’sbiggesthitin2021. Inaninterview,the
singers said it is an unifying anthem. Bobby
Friction, aLondon-basedDJ, said, “It refers to
alltheBangladeshikidsandthePakistanikids
andtheTamilandtheSriLankankids,theSikh
kidsandtheHindukidsacrosstheWest.”
BackinBrampton,IkkySingh,alsoamusic

producer, has tied upwithWarnerMusic to
helpPunjabiartistescreatesongsthatappeal
to everyone, across the boundaries
of culture.
Inapressstatement,SteveKane,president

ofWarnerMusicCanada,said,“Wearesoex-
citedtopartnerwithIkky,and4NRecords.His
creativityandpassionareunrivaled,andwe’re
endlesslyimpressedbyhisabilitytocreatehit
songsthatspanculturalboundaries.”
BrandBramptonisall settogoglobal.

music industry, then it shiftedtoMohali.But
for the last fewyears,mostof our topsingers
haveboughtasecondhomeortakenperma-
nentresidencyinCanada. It’sapushfactor.’’
Prabhjot Sohal, a Brampton-based radio

hostwithRedFMToronto, says the citywel-
comesnewtalentwithopenarms. “Ifyouare
anewcomerandyouwanttolaunchyourmu-
sic,youcangeteverything,be it lyrics,music
direction,orvideography.Mostoftheseserv-
ices,offeredsincethelastfivetosixyears,are
run by new immigrants; often, they are
Punjabiswhocameasinternationalstudents
toCanada.”
Despitethepandemicin2019-20,theen-

rolmentofinternationalstudentsinCanadian
colleges,most of themcoming from India in
general and Punjab in particular, has soared
to 2.2million. They also turn out to be the
biggest consumers of the localmusic indus-
try. “Five out of 10 students fromPunjab try
theirluckinthemusicindustry,somesucceed,
somedon’t,’’ saysDhanoa. Jandu, one of the

pioneers of the Brampton
music scene, says his only
advice to youngsters is to
work hard. “We don’t tell
peoplethatwewillmakea
staroutof them,”hesays.
While singers from

Indiaheadwestwards,mu-
sicians in Brampton and
SurreylooktowardsPunjab
and Bollywood, for both
numbers and critical ac-
claim.Doe,whowaspicked
up by Dr Zeus in 2012,
caught the ears of seniors
among the diaspora in
Bramptonwhen he sang
Lovely in the Shah Rukh

KhanfilmHappyNewYear(2014). Jandusays
hebegantobetakenseriouslyonlywhenthe
listeners inPunjabapplaudedhim.
ListenersinPunjabarethemaintargetau-

diencebecauseof their sheernumbers. “We
even tailor our Instagram feed to suit Indian
time,’’ saysDhanoa. In Spotify’s Punjabi 101
list, 20 per cent songs stream fromoutside
India,mainly Canada, and 80 per cent from
India.In2020,Punjabipopwasthesixth-most
consumedgenreontheplatforminIndia.
When Jandu startedDJing in high school

in 2005, there was no music scene in
Brampton,eventhoughthePunjabidiaspora
madesureeveryeventwascelebratedwitha
bigdoseofmusicandbhangra.Youngstersen-
joyedjammingintheevenings,butitstopped
atthat.JandudidastintasamusicianintheUK
beforereturningtoreleaseGaddiatBrampton.
Laterin2017,hemadeasplashwithAagiyani
ohibillo time.
Singersintheearly1990slikeRajGhuman,

arguablythefirstPunjabiwomantoreleasea
cassette in Canada, didn’t have it easy.
Ghumanhadtorelyongurdwaras,weddings
andtheatreperformancesforword-of-mouth
publicity.Aspiringsingerswouldusebanquet
hallsbuiltbyIndiansasperformancevenues.
TheriseofYouTubeandplatformssuchas

Spotify andAppleMusic took independent
music toanewhigh, andgave singers anew
audience. Sohal says now the trend is to get
EPs produced and launched on Spotify and
other online platforms. “Marketing is done
throughamixofsocialmedia,influencersand
events,’’ shesays.
Bramptonisnotjustmakingmusic,it’salso

featuringinit. IfMoosewalapaidhishomage
with B-Town, EllyMangat has alsowritten
Brampton (2020),KamalGrewalcallshisode
Sada pind Brampton (2019). Two years ago,
BramptonjattibyRomeyMaanwasfollowed
by Adhiraj and Gur Sidhu’s muscular
Brampton anthem. The latest is the rap
Bramptonwale jatt by Almeet Sandhu and
RBKhera,releasedlastyear.

Acommonthreadinallthesesongsisthe
brawnytoneandlyrics lionisinggunsandvi-
olence.Bramptonmusicisgreatlyinfluenced
byAmericanrappersandthehip-hopmove-
ment. One ofMoosewala’s first hits So high
wasanoutandoutgangstarap.Sharmacalls
it an old phenomenon. “It’s the articulation
andglamorisationofdissentandit’sbeenpart
of Punjabi folk for a long time. The trick is to
enjoyitandnotimbibeit,”saysArunSharma.
ArtistesinBramptonhavedoneagreatjobof
mixing genres such as rap, hip hop, andpop
withthePunjabi idiom,headds.
In an essay “Migration ShapingMedia:

Punjabi PopularMusic in aGlobalHistorical
Perspective,”GibbSchreffler,anassociatepro-
fessorofmusicatPamonaCollege,California,
blamesthemachismointheirmusiconglob-
alisation and patriarchy of Punjabi culture.
“Throughprocessesofglobalisation,Western
patriarchyhas infiltrated the Punjabi imagi-
nation and the patriarchy of Punjabi culture
inturn,hasmovedintodiasporicpopulations.
This interplay is quite candidly ondisplay in
theworldofPunjabipopmusic,”hewrites.
Thesingersalsohavetocontendwiththe

subterraneanracialtensions. ManylikeNoyz
andIkkySingh,whosportturbans,havespo-
ken of the challenges of looking different.
Bramptonhas seen a flight of older settlers.
Called “White flight”,manyWhite families
havelefttown,leadingtoBramptonbeingla-
belledaghetto.KristinGood,anassociatepro-
fessor of political science at Dalhousie

STRAIGHT
OUTTA
BRAMPTON
Be it Sidhu Moosewala or Deep Jandu,
this East Coast town of Ontario, Canada,
has primed the rising stars of Punjabi music

● ● ●

Sidhu Moosewala’s collaborations
with some of the world’s leading

musicians became an inspiration for
countless youngsters in Brampton.
For a long while, his music producer
Byg Byrd was much sought after by

new aspirants
● ● ●
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memorable by awarmwelcome from our
personal barefoot butler,whoprompted us
togiveupourshoesandbecomeaccustomed
toconnectingwiththeearthinwayswehad-
n’t before. Reluctant as I was, something
aboutthesetting,thevirginbeautyof theis-
land, the smiles of the Soneva teammem-
bers,andthecircumspectionwithwhichthe
islandwasmaintained—allgavemethecon-
fidence Ineededtogowith the flow.
Nowthat I had setmy fears at rest, Iwas

immersedratherquicklyintotheenergyand
feelof thisislandthatwascommittedtocel-
ebratingitself, indulgingitsguests,anddoing
thiswhilebeingsustainableandkindtona-
ture. Morning to night, the foods we ate
foundinspirationfromacrosstheglobe,and
thebooksandauthorsbeing fetedhadsim-
ilarlyglobalreach.Thebestthingwastheis-
land’s isolation.Authors andattendees, fes-
tival directors and puppeteers, Shivdasani
andhisteam—wehadoneanotherandnone
other togo to for thatwhichwewerewant-
ing, or toconnectwithashumans.
Thirty world-renowned speakers, per-

formersandauthorstookpartinthisvibrant
programme:Akeynotesessionbybest-sell-
ing author Peter Frankopan; Gopalkrishna
Gandhi, the grandson of MahatmaGandhi,
in amost honest conversationwith author
andformerdiplomatPavanVarma;Matthew
Syed in conversationwithmathematician
extraordinaire Marcus du Sautoy on the

power of diverse thinking; Sonam Kalra
singingherSufiGospelandtakingusbeyond
thestarsandback;GillesChuyenfreeingour
soulwith his dance lessons that are at once
aboutrhythmandcatharsis;ShashiTharoor
and Shobha De regaling uswith theirmas-
terful communication and writings;
NavdeepSuri presenting thewritingsof his
grandfatherwith thehelpof hiswife,Mani,
andavocalist friend, andmanyothers.And,
of course, it wasmy good fortune to have
been in conversation with Anandita De, a
first-timeintervieweratthefestival.Thefes-
tivalcelebratedthethemeof“SlowLife,”and
covered a fascinating spectrum of
topics: fromnation-building to the natural
world,politicstopoetry,fictionandfilmmak-
ing to journalism, and spirituality to scien-
tificdiscovery.
Everymorning, the festivalbeganwitha

choiceofenlighteningsessionsthatfocused
onexpandingguests’horizonsbeforebreak-
fast, includingmeditationwith the gentle
healing soul Puneeta Roy; snorkeling
with Soneva Fushi’s residentmarine biolo-
gist, and glassblowing at the Soneva Art &
Glass studio.
Miles of pristine sandy beaches with

turquoisewaterandanightskymostshock-
ingly bursting with an abundance of stars
and shimmering brilliancemade for a one-
of-a-kindexperiencethatcreatedmemories
fora lifetime forattendeesandpresenters.
With Vardaan Marwah by my side, I

demonstratedthreeofmyrecipes,eachfrom
adifferentcommunityandregion,andindo-
ingsoIsharedthesyncreticmajestyof India
anditsculturalheritage.Iwasprivilegedtobe
able to join over amillion book lovers from
acrossIndiaandtheglobeandtobepartofa
non-alignedplatformwithfreeandopenac-
cesstosomeofthegreatestwriters,thinkers,
humanitarians,politicians,businessleaders
and entertainers on one stage to champion
the freedom to express and engage in
thoughtfuldebateanddialogue.
It was an honour to be part of a palaver

wherewords reveal theworst that is grip-
pingourhumanmindscapeandwherethey
becomethesalvethathealsusintobetterliv-
ingandbeing,bothinourcommunitiesand
asahumanfraternity.

ISLAND TALES
Pristine sandy
beaches with

turquoise water and
a night sky most

shockingly bursting
with an abundance

of stars and
shimmering

brilliance made for a
one-of-a-kind

experience

SUVIRSARAN

THEJAIPURLiteratureFestival(JLF)storyisa
storyofafestivalcelebratingwordsthatcel-
ebrate all that life is about. It is amost-in-
spired gathering, planned to ensure that
thoseentrustedwithwordsandthoseread-
ing them present and understand them in
ways that theyremainmost inspiring.
Orchestratingsuchataskisnoeasymat-

ter.AndthatiswhereSanjoyRoycomesin.A
manofmodestphysicalpresencebutbeyond
gargantuaninvision,heisoneof threefesti-
valfoundersandtheheadofTeamworkArts,
the production arm of the festival. Namita
Gokhale, co-founderandco-director, is also
a prolific writer, with many awards and
books under her belt. She gives Sanjoy’s

grandiosevisionher literaryheft anddepth
aswell as her hunger to discover, share and
inspire.WilliamDalrymple,anotherfounder
andco-director, isaScottishhistorian, cura-
tor, photographer, art historian and critic.
EncyclopedicinIndianhistory,heleavesone
spellboundbyhispassionandknowledge.
Withsuchinspiredcustodiansbehindthe

festival, it is easy to appreciate how the JLF
has become known as the greatest literary
festival on theplanet. Itwasmyprivilege to
have been in conversationwith the execu-
tive chef of American Masala, Vardaan
Marwah, at the first post-Covid festival in
JaipurthisMarch.Undertheshimmerof the
stars and in the cool of the desert night,we
gatheredontherooftopoftheClarksHotelin
Jaipur. Authors from India andabroadwere
regaling attendees at the hotel grounds all
day and into the evening. The excitement
was as palpable as bees to a honeypot. The
nectarof thefestivalwasthepowerandper-
suasionof thewrittenword.
I am not built for the tropics, but it was

thequalityoftherosterofpresentersandthe
passionof theattendeesthathadmereadily
agree to be part of the first-ever JLF in
MaldivesatSonevaFushilastmonth.Soneva,
likeJLF,needsnointroduction.Itispartofthe
empirecuratedwithutmostattentiontode-
tail by Indian-British hotelier Sonu
Shivdasani andhiswife, Eva.Guests at their
islandproperties can rest assured, knowing
thatsustainableluxurywillprovideenvirons
atoncemostluxeandgreen, lushandplush,
with deeply delicious foods that leave the
least harmful footprint. Knowing that
Shivdasani’s principled approach to hospi-
talitywasthevenuemademesupplicantand
ready to embrace the tropics. I camewith a
hunger for discovery and a commitment to
sharemystoryandmywords.
Ourarrivalattheislandwasmademost-

Words are all we have
They become the salve that heal us and

help us live better lives

SuvirSaran
Suvir Saran isachef, author, educator

andworld traveller
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THE GREAT
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(Top) US President
Richard Nixon with

acting President
M Hidayatullah at

the Rashtrapati
Bhavan on July

31,1969; Justice NV
Ramana sworn in as
the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court

of India at the
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Truth About
Birds & Bears
Be it watching over their young or
claiming the skies, the animal
kingdom has much to teach us

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal isanauthor,
environmentalistand
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

PARENTINGPLAYSavital role inthe livesofmost
livingcreaturesandhereagain,eventhecasual
observerwillnotethesimilaritiesbetweenus
andanimalsandbirds.Therearedotingparents

onbothsides,wherebothparentssharethedutiesof
child-rearingequitably.Single-parent familiesarehugely
popular intheanimalkingdomandit’susually the
motherwhobringsupherbabiessingle-handedlyor
withthehelpofhersistersandfemalecousins.Somean-
imaldads(suchas lions)maynotpartakeof thedailydia-
per-changing,butwillbearoundtokeepaglintingeye
onhisharemanditscubsandoccasionallyhelpbring
downabigkill.
Theamountof TLC lavishedontheyoungalsode-

pendsonthespecies:manyanimals—especially reptiles
andinsectsandsomebirds—leavethiseither toMother
Naturetodealwithorwith fosterparents.Akingcobra
momleavesafter layinghereggsbecausesheknowsshe
would instinctivelyeat thebabieswhentheyhatch.Sea
turtles lovinglyburytheireggsonamoonlitbeachand
thenreturntotheocean.Cuckoosare famousfor laying
theireggs inthenestsof tinywarblers.Eventhebigma-
mas—tigersandlions—will turnout theiryoung,once
theygraduateto independentkilling. Inraptor families,
duringtoughtimes, the first-bornchickwilloftenkill its
youngersiblingwith itsmom’stacitacceptance.
But,usually,animalmomsmakethefiercestmost fe-

rociousprotectorsof theirbabies:noonedarecomebe-
tweenamamabearandhercubsnotevenadadabear
twicehersize.Thankfully,mosthumanmomsbehave in
asimilar fashion(oftendefendingthe indefensible in
theirchildren).Also,wecantell—saybythewayanele-
phantmamagentlyurgesherclumsybabyto its feet,ora
lioness lavishesattentiononhercubs—that intheir
worldas inours,momswouldratherspendtimewith
theirbabies thantheirpartners.Of course, thereare
somemomswhowouldratherbeclubbingorplaying
rummyandthechildrenpaytheprice. Joint familiesalso
exist in theanimalkingdominhyenasandelephants, for

instance,wheretheyare ledbythematriarch.
Andhallelujah, just like inrarehumancases, it is the

singledadthatbringsupthekids, inseveral speciesof
fish(andtheseahorse)andbirds (like thepaintedsnipe,
for instance).Evenmachotigershavebeenknowntodo
this—ifmisfortunebefalls themotherofhiscubs.Adada
gorilla (orwas itachimpanzee?)wasshowninadocu-
mentarygently takingcareof anorphanedbaby.
Onethingwedesperatelyneedtopickupfromtheani-

malkingdomisthatfatanimals(unlikepeople)areex-
ceedinglyrareandusuallyonlyfoundinzoos. Chasing
preyoravoidingbecomingit—beitunderwater, inthe
skyorontheland—hastobeundertakenregularly—and
burnsupcalories.Sodoeskeepingwarm.Ohsure,hunters
(tigersandlions)mayseemhealthy,butnotintheway
auntiestellyou,(‘sohealthyno!?’)whilepinchingcheeks!
Andhaveyoueverseenafat,waddlingcheetah?
Skill accomplishment isanotherareayoucanwatch

andbe inspiredby.Watchtheeasy lankwayablackkite
oreagle flies—withtheminimumexpenditureof energy
—alazyflickof thetaildoingtheworkof arudder:Until
of course, theprey is targetedwhereintheafterburners
areswitchedon.Oradmirethesinuouswayfishmove
throughthewateroracheetahgiveschase.Watchthe
precisionwithwhichaseeminglydrunkenbutterfly
landsonabloom.Yes,mostof theseskillsare instinctive
—butmany, likebird flightcomeafter longpractice.
Youmightthinkthat therearesomethingsthatani-

malscouldpickupfromus: tablemanners forexample.
Wilddogs,wolves,bigcats,owlsandsharksgobbletheir
foodingreatgulps—not likeoneshouldeatataFrench
restaurant.Butalas, theyhaveto,orelsebe indangerof
beingrobbed—just likea four-year-oldwillgobbledown
abarof chocolatebeforeaneldersiblingarrivesonthe
scene!Besides,amighty liongnawingblissfullyonafe-
murwith itseyesclosed isahappycustomerandcan
makeyourownmouthwater!Andhorses,gentlycrop-
pinggrass ingreenfields, canbewatchedforever.
Butyes,pigs,dogs, cowsandcrowsrootingandsnuf-

flingthroughfesteringgarbageheapscanputyouoff
your food.But then, remember, thosegarbageheapsare
ourhandiwork! Intheanimalkingdomnothing is
wasted: leftoverbonesarecleanedbyvultures, crunched
upbyhyenasandjackals, thehugedungbombsofherbi-
voresarecleanedupbydung-beetles... Parrotsandmon-
keysarewastefuleaters,but theyhaveaclean-upcrewof
waitingdeerrightbeneaththeirdiningareasthat in-
stantly takescareof themess.

IN SAFE HANDS
A suckling infant with its mother

RANJITLAL

Praveen Siddharth

ASETOF strange incidents took
place in 1779. The zamindar of
Kasijura(inpresent-dayOdisha)
Raja Sunder owed money to
NarainKashinath, aprominent

merchantofCalcutta.Afterhavingexhausted
several avenues to recover hismoney, he fi-
nallyapproachedtheSupremeCourt.Thefirst
SupremeCourtofJudicatureatFortWilliamin
Calcutta,wasthehighest-levelof judiciaryin
thosedays.Under theRegulatingActof 1773
wasformedthehighest-leveloftheexecutive,
theGovernor-General andhis council of five
members,referredtoastheSupremeCouncil.
Afterhearinghispleas,theSupremeCourt

issued awarrant for the zamindar to be pro-
duced before it. However, when the court
bailiffwenttoservetheorders,hewasphys-
icallypreventedbythecollectorofMidnapore,
actingontheordersoftheGovernor-General
WarrenHastings.What followednextwas a
seriesofcuriousactionsbyboththeSupreme
Court and SupremeCouncil. The court pro-
ceededtoissueanorderseizingall theassets
of the zamindarbutwhen thebailiffwent to
carryouttheseactions,thearmycommander
atMidnapore, Colonel Ahmuty, arrested the
officers of the court and detained them.
Meanwhile, Kashinath, themerchant, fileda
lawsuitagainsttheGovernor-Generalandall
themembersofhisCouncilbutarmyofficials
preventedserviceofthesewrits,too.Enraged,
theSupremeCourtarrestedtheattorneygen-
eral inthecaseandcommittedhimtoprison
withoutbail.
Aclashofthiskindwasnotduetopersonal

egos.LordElijahImpey,the
Chief Justice, andHastings
weresaidtobethethickest
of friends. Rather, what
tookplacewasaconflictof
institutions. Both the
Supreme Council and the
Supreme Court were
jostlingwitheachotherbe-
cause their jurisdictions
werenotclearlydelineated.
Indeed, for a long time,

the executive head in our
country continued to pos-
sess judicialpowers. Inan-
cient India, too, judicial
functionsweresinequanon
totheresponsibilitiesoftheking.Agoodking
was considered to be one who is also a
“just”king.
Today, of course, such conflicts are un-

thinkable thanks to the clear separation of
powersspeltoutinourConstitution.Although

thefunctionsoflegislature,
executiveandjudiciaryare
clearly divided, they are at
the same time also joined
together throughthe insti-
tutionofthepresident.The
threewingsof thestateare
like the three lions
united together in the na-
tional emblem that sym-
bolises our country and
ourPresident.
The President, on the

onehand,istheheadofthe
executive as all actions of
the government are per-

formed in his name. He is also part of
Parliament, and at the same time, he is also
thesoleauthorityforappointingaswellasdis-
missing the chief justice and judges of the
SupremeCourtandhighcourts.
The relationshipof thePresident of India

withthejudiciaryisaspecialone.Itstartsright
fromthetimeheentersofficewhentheoath
of office is administered by the Chief Justice
ofIndia.TheformoftheoathsofthePresident
andtheChiefJusticeofIndiaaresimilar.Under
article 60, the primary duty of the president
is to preserve, protect and defend the
Constitutionand the lawsof India. TheChief
JusticeofIndialikewisetakesoathto“uphold
theConstitutionandthelaws”.
The President,whenever he desires, can

seektheopinionoftheSupremeCourtunder
article143of theConstitutioninquestionsof
law andmatters of public importance. Till
date,thisprovisionhasbeenused12timesby
variouspresidents—RajendraPrasadreferred
the Delhi Laws Act, 1912, for advice of the
SupremeCourtin1951.However,theopinion
of the SupremeCourt is not binding on the
president,and,also,theSupremeCourtisalso
not bound to give its opinion in all cases. On
January 7, 1993, president Shankar Dayal

Sharma hadmade a presidential reference
seeking the Supreme Court’s opinion on a
question “whether a Hindu temple or any
Hindureligiousstructureexistedprior tothe
constructionoftheRamJanmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid in the area onwhich the structure
stood?”ByitsmajoritydecisionofOctober24,
1994,itrefusedtoansweronthegroundthat
thequestionwasopposedtosecularismand
favouredonereligiouscommunity.
The relationship between the president

andthejudiciaryisalsoapersonalone.Outof
the14presidentssofar, therehavebeenfour
whowerepractising lawyers.Our firstpresi-
dentRajendraPrasadpractisedatBhagalpur
in Bihar, VV Giri in Madras High court, R
Venkatraman inMadras high court and the
SupremeCourtandthecurrentPresidentRam
NathKovindwas practising law, both in the
DelhiHighCourtaswellastheSupremeCourt.
There has also been a unique instance

when a serving chief justice of India has be-
comeapresident,albeitanactingone.When
PresidentZakirHussaindiedonMay3,1969,
vice-president Giri took over as the acting
president.However,Giriwasalsocontesting
the consequent presidential elections and,
hence,hadtoresignfrombothhisoffices.The
nextinlinewasthechiefjustice,andsoJustice
MohammadHidayatullahbecamethepresi-
dent for 35 days from July 20 to August 24,
1969.Interestingly,duringthisperiodheeven
hostedUSPresidentRichardNixon!
PresidentKovindholds a rare distinction

of having served in allwings of the state. He
hasbeenamemberofParliament,apractising
lawyer and a central government standing
counsel.Butallpresidents,irrespectiveoftheir
backgrounds,havehadonethingincommon
—theyhaveallbeenthebridgetoconnectthe
judiciarywiththeotherorgansof thestate.

PraveenSiddharth isprivatesecretary
tothePresidentof India
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Shah Alam Khan

ONTHE very first page of Tomb
of Sand, the translation of
GeetanjaliShree’sRetSamadhi
(2018)byDaisyRockwell that
won this year’s International

BookerPrize, Shreewrites that thebook isa
storyof twowomenandonedeath.Butit is-
n’tmerelythat. It isataletoldacrossthevan-
ishing leap of time, across borders, genders
and relationships, across the insurmount-
ablehopelessnessthatmengenerateandthe
seaofhopetheypopulate. “Womenaresto-
ries themselves,”writes Shree. As thenovel
progresses, themany storied livesof her fe-
male protagonists hold the universe of her
novel together.
Criticshavevariouslytriedtoclassifythe

book into a genre. It belongs to the genre of
Partitionnovels,theysaid.Yes, itdoesbutno,
it doesn’t. It belongs to the genre of ro-
mances. Yes, it doesormaybeno, it doesn’t.
It can be classified as a feminist novel, they
said.Yes,surelyitcan,butnoitcan’t. Justlike
the sky— vast and borderless — its canvas
stretchesbeyondgenres.That’sthepowerof
thisbookanditsquintessential jenesaisquoi.
Eighty-year-oldMa is the protagonist of

thenovel.Well,eventhatmaynotbetrue,be-
causeprotagonistsarethestabilisingforcein
astory.Madestabilisesthetale.Sheistheone
whobringsinchaos.Everypagethatsheap-
pearsinisenthrallingmadness—amadness
thatmakes you fall in lovewith her charac-
ter,thatgivessomuchstabilityto
thestorythatyouwantthetaleto
never end, quite like thenight of
lovewhich Shree creates almost
at the endof thebook, a night of
ragasandmemories.
Just like people in our lives,

there areother characters, too, in
thenovel—thegood,thebad,the
beautiful, the ugly andmost im-
portantly, the undefinable ones.
There’sBade,themanofthehouse
(strange that ‘ManOf TheHouse’
can be abbreviated as MOTH,
meaning‘death’inHindi);there’s
hiswife,Bahu,andtheirtwosons.
BahuandBaderefertoeachother
with ‘D’. It stood forDarling after
theirmarriage,but(de)metamor-
phosed intoDuffer asyearswent
by. Then there isMa’s daughter,
Beti, the bohemian who chal-
lengesbothMOTHandfamilytra-
ditions and who is the second
womaninthis tale.And, finally, there isRosie
bua,theundefinableone.She-He.Rosie-Raza.
ThecharacterwhobringsMa to life. She, too,
addsmadness to the tale. These characters

fromawidestratumofsocietythatShreehas
populatedtheTombofSandwith,fuelthesto-
rylineandreflectherimpeccabledepictionof
thechasmbetweencasteandclass.

Ma is a perfect fictional rep-
resentation of the vicissitudes
and shades of life she lives. She
has a bit of Ammu from
ArundhatiRoy’sTheGodofSmall
Things (1997), a touchof Gabriel
GarciaMarquez’sÚrsulaIguarán
from One Hundred Years of
Solitude (1967), ahintofKrishna
Sobti’s Ammi from Aai Ladki
(1991), and an air of Sethe from
ToniMorrison’s Beloved (1987).
She makes you laugh gregari-
ously and sob incessantly. She
canloveandhatewithequalzest.
Shebecomesawallonemoment
andadoortheverynext,asmuch
invisibleasshe’svisible.She’sthe
kindof characterwhomgenera-
tionswill loveandrelate to.
Masubvertsthisstoryonelast

timewhen she decides to go to
Pakistan. That’s themoment in
thebookwhenthereaderisfaced

withthefutilityofaborder.Shreeexposesthe
ineptnessof borders against thewill of peo-
ple insearchof loveandhope.Shewrites, “A
borderisahorizon.Wheretwoworldsmeet.

Mani Shankar Aiyar

SAGARIKA GHOSE, author of a celebrated
biography of Indira Gandhi, has done it
again—thistimewithIndira’srivalandsuc-
cessor at several removes: Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.Herwritingtechniqueisverysim-
ilar to that of a first-class cine camera. She
zooms in and out of her narrative, now
highlightingtheintimateandpersonal,now
panoramicallysurveyingthe largerpicture.
The reader thus ends with a vivid portrait
of thepersonalitypaintedagainst theback-
groundof his times.
Ghose’s Vajpayee is a large-hearted

chameleon, ensuring that his colours
change synchronicallywith changes in the
political environment. But the story also
emphasisesthatchameleonhemaybe,but
he is a “large-hearted” one. He wanted
power and could sing any tune or present
anyfacethatwouldgethimthatpower,but,
once ensconced on the throne, another

Vajpayeewouldsurface:generous;abound-
ing ingoodhumour;kindtohis friendsbut,
more importantly, also to his rivals (with
the sole exception of his party challenger,
Balraj Madhok); faithful to his origins as a
swayamsevak but absorbing like a sponge
thenuancesof aparliamentarydemocracy,
abandoning along the way the fascist ten-
dencies of his parent organisation; paying
lip service to the likes of VD Savarkar, MS
Golwalkar and Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
(whose wooly philosophy of “integral hu-
manism” he genuinely admired) but, after
entering Parliament in 1957when he was
not quite 32, remaining through his life in
thrall to Jawaharlal Nehru’s idea of India;
profound in his understanding of unity in
diversity and unprejudiced in his dealings
withminoritycommunitiesandtheneigh-
bouring IslamicRepublic of Pakistan.
Hindutvarhetoricwasreservedforpub-

lic meetings when his party was climbing
outofahole;onceinoffice,histonebecame
dulcet and it is difficult to recall any act of

discrimination inthoughtordeedattribut-
able to Vajpayee. The one great and unfor-
givableexceptionwashisvolte faceoverthe
pogrom in Gujarat on Narendra Modi’s
watch. So divided was the sangh parivar
over the happenings there that it took
Vajpayee well over a month to visit
Ahmedabad.There,hepublicly thundered,
“My one message to the Chief Minister is
that he should followRajDharma... A ruler
shouldnotpractise anydiscriminationbe-
tween his subjects on the basis of birth,
caste or religion.”Modi feebly butted in, “I
am also doing that, sir”. Vajpayee, says
Ghose, “after oneof his longpauses, said, ‘I
am sure Narendrabhai is doing this’”.
Having said this, Vajpayee continued, in at
least sixprivatepolitical confabulations, to
press forModi’s resignation, but could not
have hisway. The die hadbeen cast: itwas
nowModi v/s Vajpayee andModitva was
clearly prevailing, with Vajpayee “risking
the volcanicwrath of Hindutva cadres”. At
this, Vajpayee promptly changed his tune,

trying to turn the tide against
their “implacablyanti-Vajpayee
mood”. Returning fromhis visit
toSouth-eastAsiaintimeforthe
BJP plenary in Goa in April 13-
15, 2002, he tried to rescue his
standing intheeyesof thehard-
coreRSS-BJP element by a grim
bout of uncharacteristic
Muslim-bashing: “wherever
Muslims live, they don’t like to
liveinco-existencewithothers...
instead of propagating their
ideas inapeacefulmanner, they
want tospread their faithbyre-
sorting to terror and threats.” It
could have been Golwalkar
speaking. But it did not help
Vajpayee the “mukhauta”, as
Govindacharya damned him.
The communal tiger had been unleashed:
“theriseofNarendraModispelledthefallof
Atal Bihari Vajpayee”.
More true to the real Vajpayee was his

“reach-out to Muslims, to Pakistan and to
Jammu and Kashmir”. While Ghose has
chosen to describe Vajpayee, somewhat
doubtfully as “India’s best-loved Prime
Minister”, there can be no doubt that in
Pakistan he has certainly remained
Pakistan’s best-loved Indian Prime
Minister! I confess to having been deeply
upsetatMorarjiDesainaminghimForeign

Minister because I imaginedhe
would make Pakistan-bashing
the theme of his foreign policy.
Instead,whetherasPMorEAM,
heconsistentlyremaineddeter-
mined to work out a viable
modusvivendiwithPakistande-
spite more than one setback.
Someof thesetbackshefaced—
the terrorist attack on
Parliament,Kargil—wouldhave
mademostothersrunforcover.
He remained convinced and
consistent, grimly determined
anduntiringlypersistent, laying
the foundations for the huge
progressmadeonthebackchan-
nel in his successor, Dr
Manmohan Singh’s time, with
none other than the Butcher of

Kargil, General PervezMusharraf.
Vajpayee’s faultwasthathethought for-

eign policywas about grand personal ges-
tures— such as jumping on the first bus to
Pakistan — and soaring Urdu rhetoric in
place of dull banquet speeches. He never
recognised the need for carefully planned
Sherpawork tomake the final climb to the
summit. Inconsequence,while thePakPM
recited Vajpayee’s, “Jang naa hone denge”
(or, at any rate, its opening line), and
Vajpayee respondedwith Ali Sardar Jafri’s,
“Phir uske baad yeh poochein ki kaun dush-

man hain”, Kargil was being plannedwith
thefullknowledgeof thePakPM(ashis for-
eign minister, Sartaj Aziz, has revealed).
Mujahideen terroristswereassemblingon
the heights overlooking the vital Srinagar-
Leh highway, backed heavily by Pakistani
troops and high-level Pakistani planning
andlogisticalsupport,evenasVajpayeevis-
itedtheMinar-e-Pakistan,siteof theLahore
resolution that signalled Partition, and
wrote in the visitors’ book, “A strong, sta-
ble,andprosperousPakistanis in India’s in-
terest. Let no one in Pakistan be in doubt.
India sincerely wishes Pakistan well”.
“Akhand Bharat”was buried at theMinar-
e-Pakistan. The Pakistanis have never for-
gotten that.
Vajpayee also clearly understood the

connectionbetweenPakistanandKashmir.
“He offered warm-hearted peace to
Pakistanatarally inSrinagar”. Itwasalso in
Srinagar that he came upwith his famous
formula of “insaniyat, “jamhooriyat” and
“kashmiriyat” instead of only the “frame-
work of the Constitution”withinwhich to
findtheanswertocontinuingdiscontent in
the Valley. This on the eve of his proceed-
ingto Islamabadin January2004tokickoff
a new and promising round of dialogue
with our “distant neighbour”.

ManiShankarAiyar, a formerUnionminister, is
anMPandasocial commentator
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The Breadth
of a Life
In Annie Zaidi’s new novel, 12
small lives flicker bravely against
the vast dimensions of the city

Devapriya Roy

WHOCANrefusetolivehisownlife?”the
greatRussianpoetAnnaAkhmatovahad
oncewritteninalettertoafriend.AsIwas
readingAnnieZaidi’snewbookCityof

Incident, aslimlittlenovel, inwhichwemeet—briefly,
burningly—sixmenandsixwomenastheynavigatelife,
thesewords, longburiedinthemoundofmemory,
emergedfromsomewhere.
Butwhocanrefusetoliveherownlife?Whathappens

whentheytry?Iaskmyself thissoftly,as I turnthepages
andrevisit thechaptersagain,pausingupontheir intrigu-
ingtitles:“AHousewifeWalksOutwithherChildrenbut
Fails toBoardtheTrain”;“AnAdulterousManRevisits the
TruthAfterHisLoverFalls toHerDeath”; “ABankTeller
SeesaHappyBabyontheStreet,andWantstoDie”.
Somewhatreminiscentof thestructureofheraward-

winningpreviousnovelPreludetoaRiot (2019),wherethe
maincharactershadonesoliloquyeach, totell theirstory
andadvancethenovelasawhole,here, too,wefindeach
characterastheprotagonistofasinglechapter.Allbutone
of thechapters istoldviaanunblinkingover-the-shoulder
camerathatcaptures,almosttersely,everytic,every
lamentoreverycryofhopefromitssubject—“thisman”
or“thiswoman”.Thesilences inthenoisy,never-sleeping
cityareteasedout.Thelonelinessesofmenandwomen
fanoutagainstthesmokyskies,whether issuingfrom
16th-floorapartmentsorfromthe“bareearth,underthe

newelevatedrail”.
However, this iswherethe

similaritiesend.Althoughthecast
of characters inPrelude...wasin-
troducedattheoutset,muchas
thedramatispersonae inaplay
are,andtherewasachoruscom-
mentingontheturnofevents, it
wasmorerecognisablyanovel,
set inaself-containedsmall town,
withthecharactersallpartofone
overarchingstory,clever little
sidebarsnotwithstanding.
InCityof Incident, thecanvas—

theeponymouscity—isstagger-
inglyvast(Thoughitstaysun-
named, it is instantlyrecognisable
asMumbai).Against its impossi-
bledimensions, the12small lives
flickerbravelyundertherazor-
gazeof theauthor’s lens. Itbegins

withamoment,animage,amoodthatflowers intoa
story.Onelife is linkedtoanother,seedsaresowninan
earlychapterthatwillsprout inalaterone.Sometimes, it
isavagueintersection, thesortof thingthat isnatural ina
metropolis, sometimes,adeepconnectionis forged.But
mostlyeachisreturnedtotheirownlife—whocanrefuse
to live it?!—bythemetronomeof theircircumstances.
Prelude...wasurgentandpolitical;City... isrestrained

andalmostentirelyfocusedontheindividual.Weareto
knownonames; identitiesarelinkedmostlytoclass.As in
Greektragedy, themomentsofgreatestdramaareallcon-
ductedoff-stageandwegettohearof itonlythroughthe
chancewordsofothers. Inmyview, it is theeconomyof
thisstylisticchoicethatmakesCitysocompelling.
Inanagewhennovelistsare—sadly—forcedtocom-

petewithNetflix,notonlyfortheirreaders’ timeandat-
tentionspans,butalsointheoverarchingtilt towardsa
certainkindof storytelling,withits long,hyper-detailed
episodes,backstories-within-backstories,howcanthe
novel fightbacktostayrelevant?This isperhapsaques-
tionthatnovelistsmustconfront increasinglytoday.
It issafetosaythatZaidi,oneof themosttalented

writersofourgeneration,hassuccessfullyaddressedthis
thornyprobleminthebook.Asthechaptertitles—“A
PolicemanReflectsonAccidents,CarelessWomen,and
Infanticide”;“AManagerPicksUpScrapsofOther
People’sLives,andAttemptstoRestoreHerOwn”—sum
upthechapterwithtweet-likeconciseness, thereader,
cheatedoutof thefamiliarhighof “hooks”,hasnooption
buttolookbeyondthe“what”tothe“how”.Wearere-
mindedthattheauthor’svoice,shiningthroughtheillu-
minatingprose, iswhatkeepsthenovelvitalandalive.
Whilebinge-watchingleavesusexhaustedandglazed-
eyed,whenwediveintothequiet, transformativepoolof
powerfulprose,weemergerenewed.

DevapriyaRoyisaDelhi-basedauthor

GONE WITH
THE WIND

The cover of the first
edition of Stephen

King’s Rage, now out
of print

TOMBOFSAND
BYGEETANJALI
SHREE; Translated
into English BY
DAISY ROCKWELL
Penguin Random
House
696 pages
`699

ATALBIHARI
VAJPAYEE
BY SAGARIKA
GHOSE
Juggernaut
432 pages
`799

CITYOFINCIDENT:
ANOVELIN
TWELVEPARTS
BY ANNIE ZAIDI
Aleph
144 pages
`499

A Large-hearted Chameleon
Despite his faith in his party’s Hindutva line, once in power, Atal Bihari Vajpayee

remained in thrall to Jawaharlal Nehru’s idea of a pluralistic India

Andembrace.Aborder is love...”
Shree’s ability to describe the indescrib-

ableistheotherhallmarkofTombofSand.She
repeatswhatshedideffectivelyinMai(1993)
andHumaraSheherUsBaras(1998),becoming
in turn all those thatmany ignore—walls,
doors,chrysanthemums,caneandevendust.
Sheemployssurrealismtopropelthestory.A
mancalledAnwarappearsonpage225ofthe
book,disappearsandreappearsagainonpage
584,butall thiswhile, thereaderkeepslook-
ingforhim.He’sthesilentcharmof thebook
and just one example of Shree’s sheermas-
tery inmaking uswait in anticipation for a
characterwhonever utters aword andwho
cannotmove.
It is in themoments of magic realism, a

genreinwhichthebookcanfitinsnugly,that
the literary genius of Shree is revealed. The
Solomonmomentswherein Shreeweaves
thelanguageofthecrowsandpartridgesinto
a beautiful tapestry of words act as the su-
tradharasinthetale,drawingusclosertothe
narrative. And then themomentwhere she
collectsthewritersofPartitionattheWagah
border—Khushwant Singh, Krishna Sobti,
Saadat HasanManto, Intizar Hussain, Rahi
MasoomRaza andothers, allwith their sto-
ries, characters andwords, pierce the soul.
WhatmorewouldanyonewantthanBishan
Singh from “Toba Tek Singh” (1955) saddle-
less through the change of guard ceremony

at theWagahborder?
Ifbeautifullanguageenslavesone,transla-

tions set you free. This translationof Tombof
SandbyDaisyRockwellsetsRetSamadhi free
foraglobalaudience.Agoodtranslationislike
a revolution. It gives language, culture and
identityanewperceptionandanewfreedom.
ForTombofSand, IcanbelievewhatNgugiwa
Thiong’ohadsaid inDreams inaTimeofWar
(2010)—“Writtenwordscanalsosing”.
DoIregretanythinginthebook?Yes,Ido.

Iregretnotreadingitin2018whenitwasfirst
published inHindi. Andmost importantly, I
regret being aman in the land of fabulous
women likeMa, Beti and Rosie —women
whoareanantithesestoallthewisdommen
offerthemrelentlessly.TombofSandisamau-
soleumtotheirhopeandhappiness.
In The Art of the Novel (1986), Milan

Kunderasays,“Thestupidityofpeoplecomes
fromhaving an answer for everything. The
wisdom of the novel comes from having a
question for everything.” In Tomb of Sand,
Geetanjali Shree has a question for every-
thingthatwehaveintoday’sbrokenworld—
hate, hopelessness, myth and identity. She
effectivelyprovesthatintheageofdisbelief,
lovecontinues tobeabelief for some.

ShahAlamKhanisprofessor,departmentof
Orthopaedics,All India InstituteofMedical

Sciences,NewDelhi

The Search for Lost Time
A polyphony of voices traces a storied past and the futility of borders through the transformative

journey of the protagonist in the International Booker Prize-winning Tomb of Sand

TWITTER/THEBOOKERPRIZES

Udbhav Seth

ONMAY24,an18-year-oldboyinTexas,USA,
fatally shot 19 children and two teachers at
Robb Elementary School andwounded 17
others in the premises. The shooting is the
worstgunattackonanelementaryschoolin
the US since the Sandy Hook Elementary
Schoolshootingin2012,thatleft20children
andsixadultsdead.
Ayear after the2012 tragedy, acclaimed

Americanwriter StephenKingwroteanes-
say Guns, published as a Kindle single, in
which he deconstructed the issue of gun

violence in theUS. He recounted letting his
novelRage(1977),publishedunderhispseu-
donymRichardBachman,gooutofprintaf-
terfouryoungschoolshootersinthe’80sand
’90swere foundtohaveownedthebook.

WhatwasRageabout?
CharlieDecker,ahighschoolstudentwith

anabusivefatherandoverprotectivemother,
loseshis temperathisprincipaloneday, re-
trieves a gun fromhis locker and forces the
school to evacuate—with the exception of
his algebra class, whom he holds hostage.
Theentireday,hetellshisclassmatesstories
of his troubled family life andsoon theybe-

ginrelatingtohim.Winningtheirsympathy,
heeventuallyletsthemallgo,butisshotatby
the police before being remanded to a psy-
chiatrichospital. Today,Rage isoutof print.

Howwasthebookconnectedtoreal-life
gunviolence?

■ In April 1988, a California high school
student held his classmates hostagewith a
gun and later backed out, but told police he
gottheideafromanairlinehijackingandfrom
King’sRage.

■InSeptember1989,a17-year-oldboyin
Kentuckyheld11classmateshostageforhours
anddemanded to speak to his fatherwhom
hehadn’tseenforyears.Later,hesurrendered
himself without incident but a copy of Rage
wasfoundinhisbedroom,withahostagene-
gotiator remarking onhow the boy seemed
tobeplayingoutascenariohehadbeenread-
ingabout.

■ In February 1996, a 14-year-old boy in
Washingtonstate shot andkilledhis teacher
andtwoclassmates,quotingDeckerfromRage
during the siege: “This sure beats
algebra,doesn’t it?”

■ In December 1997, a 14-year-old boy

withparanoidschizophreniafatallyshotthree
andwoundedfiveathisschool’sprayergroup.
AcopyofRagewasinhis locker.

WhatdidKingsayabouttheincidents?
In Guns, King wrote that he had only

knownof the1996and1997incidentswhen
hedecidedtoletitfalloutofprintintheUnited
States.Detailing the fourboys’ easyaccess to
guns, histories of mental illness, parental
abuseandbullyinginschool,hewrote,“Ittook
morethanoneslimnoveltocause[thoseboys]
todowhattheydid.Thesewereunhappyboys
withdeeppsychologicalproblems...Mybook
didnotbreak[them]orturnthemintokillers...
Yet I did see Rage as a possible accelerant,
which iswhy I pulled it fromsale.” In a foot-
note to theprefaceof a2007novel, hewrote
ofRage, “Nowoutofprint,andagoodthing.”
In a 1999 speech at theVermont Library

Conference AnnualMeeting, King stood by
his decision topull thenovel but argued for
theartiste’s right todepict societyas itwas:
“If accusedofbeingpartof theproblem,my
responseisthetime-honouredreporter’san-
swer: ‘Hey,man,Idon'tmakethenews,I just
report it.’”

WhyStephen King let his novel
Rage lapse in the Nineties

FLASHBACK

And its connection with gun violence in the US

New Delhi
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SSMM4vegetarianPunjabi
SaraswatBrahminboy, 1989,
5’5” B.tech,working in IT
ProductMNC inBangalore,
30+Lpa. 9997982079

0040617115-1

LLooookkiinngg For EducatedBride For
Our SonRunningHisOwn
Business In Ludhiana 5’7’’M.A
In English. 15/03/86 9.39AM
Asansol (W.B) Contact
7908583045 0050197766-1

4455 legally divorcedbrahmin
boyAssistant professor govt
collegeMtechownhouse
kerala nodeamands
9633002394 0050198306-1

SSuuiittaabblleematch for 74born/
5’7”/ nevermarried/Hindu
Advocateboy /Cast noBar
9911243382 0050198307-1

FFOORRUUSSAAsseettttlleedd,, BBoorrnn--aaggaaiinn
CChhrriissttiiaannuunnmmaarrrriieeddFFeemmaallee
oorriiggiinnaallllyy ffrroommMMuummbbaaii,, 3388,, 55’’--
44””,, PPhhDD iinnPPhhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaallss,,
iinnvviitteessaalllliiaannccee ffrroomm
uunnmmaarrrriieeddeedduuccaatteeddwwoorrkkiinngg
pprrooffeessssiioonnaallMMaallee lliivviinngg iinn
UUSSAA.. CCaassttee,, llaanngguuaaggeennoobbaarr..
CCoonnttaaccttwwiitthhBBiiooddaattaa::
skiranfamily@gmail.com/
9757234576. 0070787246-1

SSuuiittaabblleeMatch for Jatt sikhGirl
Class-1 officer Central Govt.,
1992, 5’7.5”, Parents and
Brother inGovt. jobPreferred
Class-1Officer 9466049866:
Whatsapp: 9050249866

0020440156-1

II,,Mukul Chaturvedi S/oHarish
ChandraChaturvedi R/o 8/6
1st flr East Punjabi Bagh
Delhi, have LostMyOrignal
Buyer BuilderAgreement for
FlatNoA1/103 Experion
heartsongSec-108
gurugram-122006, anyuseof
aforesadB.BAgreement by
anyperson shall be illigal.

0040617248-1

II,,KKuullddeeeeppKumar,S/o Pawan
KumarVerma,R/oG-13/37,3rd-
Floor,Block-G, Sector-
15,Rohini,Delhi-110089,have
changedmyname Kuldeep
KumarVerma,for all purposes.

0040617336-6

I,PiyushTandon S/oNeeraj
Tandan,R/oH.No.164/23,
LaxmiGardenTikona-Park,
Gurgaon(Haryana),have
changedmyname toPiyush
Tandan,for all Purposes.

0040617336-5

II AshokOdakS/oBhalchandra
OdakR/o FlatNo-82, Anandvan
A-6, PaschimVihar, Delhi -
110063, have changedmy
name toAshokBhalchandra
Odak 0070788910-1

II GauravYadavS/oSanjeev
YadavR/oPatti Ahiran, Khekra
District-Baghpat, Uttar
Pradesh-250101have changed
myname toGaurabYadav for
all purposes. 0040617260-2

II SajanGupta S/o Late Sh.
BhagwatKishoreGuptaR/oD-
116, Sector-41, Noida, Gautam
BuddhaNagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201303have changedmyname
toSajanKumarGupta for all
purposes. 0040617260-1

II ShakuntalaMani D/o
Gopaliyer Ramachandranand
W/oS.B.S.Mani R/oA-567,
SaritaVihar, NearApollo
Hospital, SouthDelhi - 110076,
have changedmyname to
ShakuntalaBalasubramanian

0070788909-1

II TajendraKaurW/oGurmeet
SinghSethi,R/oB-71-B (FF)
Fateh-NagarDelhi,have
changedmyname toTajender
Kaur. 0040617328-1

II,, Shivaji SinghS/o Jagpal Singh
R/o-F-001, VrindaCity, Sector-
Phi-4, GreaterNoidaU.P., have
changedmyname toShivaji
SinghSolanki for all future
purposes. 0070788912-1

II,,NNeeeerraajj Arora S/oDevi Dutta
R/oB-3/5, Rajouri Garden,
N.Delhi-110027have changed
myname toNeeraj Kumar
Arora. 0040617336-1

II,,RRaammPrasadVishvakarmaS/o
hardasSharma,R/o 44Gali
No.1Arya-NagarKarkardooma
Delhi-110092,changedmy
name toRamParsadSharma.

0040617324-9

II,,RReekkhhaaNijhawanW/oPradeep
NijhawanR/o-BW-60BSFS
Flat,ShalimarBaghDelhi-
110088,have changedmy
name toBhawnaNijhawan.

0040617336-8

II,,SSAANNAARASHIDANSARIW/O
MOHDSAMRANR/o-
2706,MOHALLANIYARIYAN
AJMERIGATEDELHI-6,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOSANA
ANSARI. 0040617324-5

II,,SSAAQQIIBBAMEEN,S/OLATE,
GHAYASUDDIN,R/o.N-168
ABUL-FAZALENCLAVE. 1.
JAMIA-NAGAROKHLANEW
DELHI.25.DECLARE.THATTHE
CORRECTNAMEOFmyFATHER
ISGHAYASUDDINNOT
GHAVASUDDIN. 0040617324-4

II,,SSHHAASSHHIIW/OSHRI.RAJENDER
PRASAD, R/O,A-6/81,AIR INDIA
COLONY,VASANTVIHAR,NEW
DELHI-110057,Have changemy
name,fromSHASHI to SHASHI
THAPLIYAL,for all future
purposes. 0040617324-7

II,,SSHHIITTIIZZGUPTAS/O-BALE
GUPTAR/O-A-2/3 FIRST-FLOOR
RANAPRATAPBAGHDELHI-
110007,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOKSHITIZGUPTAFOR
ALL FUTUREPURPOSES.

0040617336-2

II,,RRaammKripal S/oRamParsad
SharmaR/o.44Gali No.1Arya
NagarKarkardooma,Delhi-
110092,changedmyname to
RamKripal Sharma.

0040617324-8

II,,RREEEEBBAA,,WW//oo--SSYYEEDDZEESHAN
MEHDIR/o-B-159ZEHRA
MANZILUTTARANCHAL-VIHAR
BEHTA,HAZIPURLONI-
DEHAT,LONIGHAZIABAD-
201102, Changedmyname to
REEVA. 0040617324-3

II,,NNiikkhhiill S/o Ishwar Singh,
R/o.VPO.Rattanthal,Tehsil
Kosli,RattanThal (180),Rewari
(Haryana)-123301,have
changedmyname to Nikhil
Singh,for all Purposes.

0040617336-3

II,,MMoorriiss S/o-KitabSinghR/o-
1093/49 St.jhonChurch
CompoundMehrauli,New
Delhi have changedmyname
toMoris Singh for all
purposes. 0040617263-1

II,,MMaannjjuullaattaaMishraW/oLate sh
SudhakarMishraR/o-13B,DDA
Janta Flats,ManglaPuri,Palam
Colony,NewDelhi-110045,have
changed thenameofmy
minor son fromLakshya
Agnihotri to LakshyaMishra
for all futurepurposes

0040617323-1

II,, BhawnaSarpalW/oGurpreet
SinghDhillonR/oH.No.C-1202,
ACEPlatinumZeta-1, Sakipur,
G.B.Nagar, have changedmy
name toBhawnaSarpal
Dhillon for all purposes.

0040617244-1

II,, Harshpreet SinghS/o
Gurmeet SinghSethi, R/oB-71-
B F.F FatehNagarDelhi, have
changedmyname to
Harshpreet SinghSethi.

0040617328-10

II,, KusumW/oRishi Vallabh
residence-67A, Sector-1,
KamnaVaishali, Ghaziabad,
have changedmyname from
KusumtoKusumGhildiyal for
all futurepurpose. Kusumand
KusumGhildiyal Bothare
sameperson. 0070788954-1

II,, Nikhil Sawanriya S/o Lalit
SanwariyaR/o FlatNo.5, ACP
Complex, Shivaji Park, Punjabi
Bagh,N.Delhi-110026, have
changedmyname toNikhil
Sanwariya. 0040617336-4

IItt is for general information
that I,Rajiv Kumar,S/o shri
MAHAVIR,R/oC-633, Block-
C,DakshinPuri,Dr.Ambedkar
Nagar,South-Delhi,Delhi-
110062,declare that thename
ofminehasbeenwrongly
writtenasRajeev in School-
Recordofmyminor son
Jagdishagedabout-13-years.
Theactual nameofmine is
Rajiv Kumar. 0040617336-10

II,,VViikkaass Bahl S/oSunil Kumar
Bahl,R/o k-1/123,3rd-Floor
C.R.park,NewDelhi 110019,
HaveChangedmyname to
VikaashsBahl,for all purposes

0040617324-1

II,,SShhwweettaa Singla,D/o-Praveen
Kumar,R/o-101,Near-Mata
Mandir, ArjunNagar,
Safdarjung-Enclave,Delhi-
110029,nameofmy father has
beenwrittenasParveen
Kumar inmyPassport.
Correct-name is Praveen
Kumar. 0040617324-6

II,,SShhiikkhhaaPrabhakar,D/o
Mr.MajanPrabhakar,R/o 49B,
2nd Floor, ShamNath
Apartments,12 ShamNath
Marg,Civil Lines,Delhi-110054,
have changedmynameas
ShikhaSharmaaftermy
marriage solomonisedon
29.06.2020withMr.Shitiz
Sharma. 0040617166-8

II,,SSUUSSHHIILL KUMARGUPTA,S/o-
LAKHPATLALGUPTAR/o-
FLAT.NO.T-4 TOP-FLOOR
PLOT.NO- 666,SHAKTI.KHAND-
3,OPP-BALA JIMANDIR
INDIRAPURAMGHAZIABADUP-
201014,changedmynameto
SUSHILGUPTA. 0040617324-2

II,,SSUUKKHHBBEEEERRSINGHLOTUS,S/O
MANMOHANSINGH,R/OWZ-
92/1,ROADNO.1,GURUNANAK-
NAGAR,TILAK-NAGAR,DELHI-
110018.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SUKHBEERSINGH. 0040617328-4

II,,NNoo..1155557722224400HH,,RRaannkk:: Hav
YadavSandipPandharinath,
S/oPandharinathYadav,
Resident,Village&PO
Shirasgaon,Tehsil Shrirampur,
Dist-Ahmednagar State-
MaharashatraPIN-413739,
declare thatmysonhasbeen
erroneously recordedasOm
Yadav inmyservice-record
but his correct-name isOm
SandipYadavaffidavit No.IN-
DL42142920084186U.

0040617336-7

II,,KKaaiillaasshhChander,S/o-Gyan
Dev,R/o-RZ-29A, Gali.no-
7,Durgapark,Nasirpur,
NewDelhi-110045,sohereby
solemnly affirm,anddeclare,
thatmyson’s SHIVANKAR
DHOUNDIYAL correct,D.O.B
is,13/04/2004, andmycorrect
name,is KailashChandranot
KailashChanddhoundiyal,
which,iswrongly,mentioned
in,myson’s school-records.

0040617328-2

II,, Rishi VallabhS/oShri Dharma
NandGhildiyal residence-67A,
Sector-1, KamnaVaishali,
Ghaziabad, have changedmy
name fromRishi Ballabh to
Rishi Ghildiyal for all future
purpose. Rishi Vallabhand
Rishi Ghildiyal bothare same
person. 0070788952-1

II,, SoumenBose, S/OArun
KumarBose, R/oD-831, 8th
Floor, 10thAvenue, GaurCity 2,
GreaterNoidaWest, Gautam
BudhaNagar, UP-201309have
changedmyname toSoumen
KumarBose. 0070788877-1

II,, Sudhir S/oUpendraNath
Bhardwaj R/oC-1202, 12th
Floor, Paramount Emotions,
Plot.no.-GH05A, Sector-1,
GreaterNoidaWest, Gautam
BuddhaNagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201318have changedmyname
toSUDHIRBHARDWAJ for all
purposes. 0070788911-1

II,,AANNIILL ROJAL,S/OSH.OM
PRAKASHR/OC-905ATS
ADVANTAGEHACIENDAS
AHINSA-KHAND-1,
INDIRAPURAMGHAZIABAD,
U.P.201014,Changedmyname
toANILKUMARROJAL.

0040617328-5

II,,AANNJJAANNAABHALLA,D/OBALDEV
RAJKWATRAR/OHNO.3,
NORTH-AVENUEROAD,WEST
PUNJABI-BAGH,DELHI-110026.
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
ANJANA,FORALLPURPOSES.

0040617324-10

II,,HHaarrsshhKumar,S/o-Sunil
Kumar,R/o-Gali No.23-
B,SwatantraNagar,Narela,
Delhi-110040,that nameofmy
father,mistakenly entered,in
my10th&12th-class
marksheet/certificate as
Sunil,insteadof Sunil Kumar

0040617328-3

FFoorr Sale / Rent in Pune
PremiumOffices 2,000 -
10,00,000 Sq.ft./ Luxury
Apartments&Bungalows/
Industrial Land&Factories.
Call/WhatsApp:9823022097
www.earthwellrealty.com

0050197256-1

NAMECHANGE

MATRIMONIAL

BRIDEWANTED

GROOM WANTED

CASTENOBAR

JAT

BRAHMIN

HINDU

PROPERTYFORSALE
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my clients
Sh. Narender Kumar Gupta S/o Late Sh. Duli
Chand Gupta and his wife Smt. Savita Gupta
both residents of C-36, Rohit Kunj, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034 had severed their relations with
their son Rohit Gupta daughter-in-law Pooja
Gupta W/o Rohit Gupta and grand daughter
Aashna Gupta and also debarred/disowned
them from their entire movable and immovable
properties vide Public Notices which were got
published in two Newspapers namely
‘JANSATTA’ and “THE INDIAN EXPRESS” both
dated 06.07.2018. Now the abovenamed son
and daughter-in-law of my clients have tendered
apology before my clients. Hence my clients are
Withdrawing their aforeasid public notices dated
06.07.2018 from both the abovesaid
newspapers. Now my clients have no ill-will
against their abovenamed son, daughter-in-law
and grand daughter and they are residing
separately peacefully.

Sd/-
(N.K. JAIN & GIRISH GAUR ASSOCIATES)

ADVOCATES
CHAMBERS NO.773 & 591,

WESTERN WING,
TIS HAZARI COURTS,

DELHI-110054

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is informed to the public at large that my
clients, Ramesh and his wife Smt. Seema R/o
Jhuggi No.N-77 C/552, Behind Kulachi
Hansraj Model School, Sawan park Extn.,
Ashok Vihar, Phase-3, Delhi-52 hereby
declaring/ debarring/ disowning their son,
Pawan and his wife Smt. Ishwari and their
child from their properties (moveable or
immoveable) situated at Delhi or outside of
Delhi because they are not under the control
of my clients. My clients and their family
members have also severed all their relations
with them and they are not be
responsible/liable for any act, deed and thing
done by them since today.

Sd/- HARGUN SINGH KALRA
D/4858/2019 (ADVOCATE)

CHAMBER NO. L-10-A, NEAR TEHSIL
BUILDING, TIS HAZARI COURTS,

DELHI-110054
Moblie No. 8826643151

PUBLIC NOTICE
Byers beware, any buyers of property in
respect to the Flat No. 133, Property plot 18
S, of land area measuring 63 Sq.yrds. (out of
total area measuring 126 Sq.yrds) Situated in
the area of village Basai Darapur colony
Known as Sudarshan Park( Mandirwali Gali)
New Delhi-110015. The said property is in the
name of Swati Singh W/o Mintoo Kumar
Singh and taken housing loan from India Bull
Housing Finance and the ECS of EMI has
been going from the account of Mintoo kumar
singh. Be It known to all through this public
notice that my above named client do hereby
inform the public at large that my client has
share in aforesaid property being dispute
between husband and wife and the said
property is pending before Sh. Vijay Kumar
Dahiya, Ld.ADJ, Dwarka Court. If any
persons/ bodies has/have/was/were /shall/will
entered with respect to the aforesaid property
from anyone then deemed to be null and void.
That anybody dealing with them shall do the
same on his /her own risk and consequences
& my client will not be responsible for any act,
deal & commission & omission on their behalf.

Sd/-
AVDHESH KUMAR SINGH

ADVOCATE
Enrll. NO D-1462/2005 A-107,

R.G COMPLEX, D.B. GUPTA ROAD,
NEW DELHI-110055

PUBLIC NOTICE
“It is notified for the information of General Public
that my clients SMT. RAJ KUMARI UPPAL W/O
SHRI DEV RAJ UPPAL & her daughter-in-law
SMT. RAMA UPPAL W/O LATE PANKAJ UPPAL
BOTH R/O B-1A/50-A, JANAK PURI, NEW
DELHI-110058 have severed all their relations and
connections with their Grand Son & Grand
Daughter-in-Law & SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW
respectively SHRI RISHI UPPAL S/O SHRI
PANKAJ UPPAL & SMT. SAMRIDHI GOSAIN
W/O SHRI RISHI UPPAL because they are out of
control of my clients and have debared them from
their all movable and immovable properties”
“Any body deals with them at his/her/their own risk,
cost and expenses. My clients shall neither liable
and responsible for their acts, deeds and things
under any circumstances”.

Sd/-
DAYA NAND

Advocate
Enrolment No. D-2183/1999

Distt. Court Dwarka
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MARTYRED ON 05.06.2020

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers
and cherishes the valiant act of CT/GD
Manikandan P. who made the supreme
sacrifice of his life in the line of duty on
this day in the year 2020. CT/GD
Manikandan P. of 19th Bn, SSB
Thakurganj (Bihar) was posted at Border
Out Post (BOP) Singhimari. On
07.03.2020 CT/GD Manikandan P. was
performing Naka Duty along with the
troops in the area of responsibility of BOP.

During Naka the duty party apprehended one cattle
Smuggler. After the apprehension of cattle smuggler, the
Naka party was surrounded and attacked by miscreants.
CT/GD Manikandan P. sustained serious injuries in the
attack and attained martyrdom on 05.06.2020 at
Paramount Hospital, Siliguri.
We salute the valour and supreme sacrifice of our brave martyr.

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

CT/GD

Manikandan P.

Himachal Pradesh
Public Works Department

e-Procurement Notice

The Superintending Engineer, 7th Circle, HPPWD, Dalhousie on behalf of Governor of
Himachal Pradesh invites the item rate bids in electronic tendering system for the followingwork
under National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD WORK) in the District
Chamba for one number of package with estimated cost totaling to Rs.631.74 Lakh including
maintenance for five years from the eligible contractors registered with HPPWD and HP Jal
Shakti Vibhag (Contractors of HP Jal Shakti Vibhag are eligible to participate for the works hav-
ing amount put to tender above Rs. 100.00 Lakh). Non registered contractors may submit the
bids; however successful bidder has to register himself in appropriate class before signing the
contract with appropriate authority in HPPWD.

Division RIDF Name of Work Total Period of
Cost Completion

(Rs. Lacs) (Months)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Chamba XXVII 586.82 44.92 631.74 18 Months 12.64Improvement/Widening and M/T of
Kohlari to Talai road km 0/0 to 7/0
under RIDF-XXVII (SH:-
Improvement, Cross drainage work,
M/T, C/o drain and parapets).

Bid
Security

(Rs.)
Lacs)

Estimated Cost
(Rs. Lacs )

Construction Maintenance

Other details can be seen in the bidding document. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays
due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid
updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’
responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

Submission of all physical documents will be accepted only up to or before the time and date of submis-
sion of bids. No physical documents will be accepted after the closing date and time of submission of bids.

Last Date/ Time and place for receipt of bids through e-procurement:-

Bids can be submitted online from Date 09 Month06Year 2022 to Date 24 Month 06Year 2022 upto1100
Hours and will be opened on Date 24 Month 06 Year 2022 at 1130 Hoursin the office of Superintending
Engineer, 7th Circle, HPPWD, Dalhousie.

For further details please log on to https://hptenders.gov.in

The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the bids without declaring any reasons thereof.

Superintending Engineer,

7th Circle, HPPWD,

Dalhousie-176304.

Fax: 01899-242177 Tel: 01899-2406061490/HP

New Delhi
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After theirThomasCupheroics, SatwiksairajRankireddyreflectsonhis journeywithdoublespartnerChirag
Shetty, andhowtheyhaveevolved intoanelitepairingat theworldstage

Badminton’s partnership firm

SPORTLINE

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,JUNE4

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy oozes a rapper’s
vibewhenhedeclares:“TumDenmarksehai,
tohmainAmalapuramsehoo(Ifyouarefrom
Denmark, I’m from Amalapuram)” in the
softest, most matter-of-fact of Andhra
drawls.
This is Godavari rap against the gushing

RiverGudena,albeitonadoublesbadminton
court, with buddy and fellow Thomas Cup
championChiragShetty in tow.
The object of his affable affliction is

Anders SkaarupRasmussen, onehalf of the
DanishpairingwithKimAstrup,whomthe
Indians tossedaside in the semifinalsof the
ThomasCuptriumph lastmonth.
Recalling theDanes’ semis shenanigans,

SatwikspeaksofhowhisAmalapuramswag
uncoiled.“Andershasthishabitof interrupt-
ingmyrhythmwhenI’mserving,tosay, ‘Hey
Ranki, just wait.’ Abmain pehle hi ruk jaata
hoo(NowIpauseonmyownandthrowhim
off). Imean,allthesementalgames,I’veseen
them at my Amalapuram district meets.
Earlier, inpreviouscloselosses,wewouldget
nervous, desperately searching for rhythm.
This time, under pressure, we didn’t get
tense,”hesays.

■ ■ ■

Satwik rememberswatching ‘Sainadidi’
as apre-teen,butnotmuchof international
men’s doubles. “Iwasn’t a badminton lover
asachildandtherewerenoTelugudoubles
pairings’ names I heard of growing up in
Amalapuram,”hesays.
Hisfatherthoughwasacertifiednational

umpire, andmade the trip toHyderabad to
officiateat the2009WorldChampionships.
After his linesman’s duties were over on
semisday, KasiViswanathwouldgoand sit
amongst Chinese supporters in the stands,
astheshuttlesuperpowerrompedtofourof
the five gold medals. “It’s when Chinese
men’sdoublesworldchampionFuHaifeng,
considered one of the greatest of all time
(two Olympic gold and fourWorld titles),
withthebestattackinggame,threwhisrac-
quetintothestandsafterwinning.Myfather,
who’s as tall asme (very tall), jumped and
caught the racquet.”
Seekersarekeepers.So,whileotherpar-

entshobnobbedwithIndianofficials tofind
funding for their children, Kasi out-jumped
the Chinese fan contingent for the south-
paw’s precious sabre – a Li Ning Turbo

ChargingN9.“Myfatherbelieved,youdon’t
needmoney toplaybadminton, asmuchas
youneedaracquet.”

It all started there
ThetriumphinThailand

was a milestone, but
Bangkokwasalsoastarting
pointforSatwik.TheIndian
combination won its first
Super500inThailandbeat-
ing China, in 2019, to an-
nounce their arrival.
Satwik remembers the

tragi-comical backroom
scenesofwinningthattitle.
“Wealmostconcededinthe
quarters aftermy shoulder
was hurt playing mixed
doubles. I toldChirag, ‘bhai,
aaj thoda dard hai, tohmu-
jhe cover kar de (Brother,
there’s a bit of pain, please
coverforme).’Hetoldme,‘merabhiabdomen
tootrahahai, tuhandlekarle(myabdomenis
huirting, please handle it).’ Wewanted to

concede in the semis also, but the physios
did the jobandtapedusup.Andwewon.”
Thistime,everyonefetcheduprelatively

fit though the Chinese
Taipei tie India lost 3-2
had been a jolt for the
Satwik-Chirag pairing af-
ter they got to 21-19
against the Olympic
champions before going
down.
ItwasthenightChirag

went missing for three
wholehours,accordingto
Satwik.
“Wemade lots of er-

rors, and went totally
blankunderpressure,and
were very disappointed.
Chirag was really upset
and kept saying, ‘sorry, I
couldn’twin,mainekuchh
khela hi nahi, bohot mis-

take kiya (I couldn’t play,made a lot ofmis-
takes).’ Then he disappeared at 10 pm till 1
am,andnooneknewwherehedisappeared.

Laterhesaidhewasspeakingtohispsychol-
ogist,”hesays.
In the quarters, Satwik had riffed Virat

Kohli’s“racquetdoesthetalking”celebration,
and in the semis, he leanedonSuryaKumar
Yadav’s“keepcalm,I’llgetthisdone,”gesture.

■ ■ ■

While his mother had prayed to Lord
Venkateswara ‘who got the shuttle shifted
thoda sa idhar udhar (little bit this way and
that)overnet-cords’asSatwikhalf-jokes,an-
othermummy– Chirag’s – had earlier rus-
tled up a prawn curry andmutton biryani
when the duo trained for a fewweeks in
Mumbai, underMathiasBoe.
Satwik needs food to keep his game in

goodshape.Itwasthisconcernthathadhim
worried, when Shetty requested him to
travel toMumbai for Boe, who thenwasn’t
formallytheIndiancoach.“Foodmattersbig-
time tome. I see food asmymain recovery.
Andwhen I have good food,my game goes
well. If I eat junk, everything goeswrong,”
saysIndia’snon-greenHulk.“InHyderabad,

Ihavemyphysios,mycomfort,myfood.Iwas
veryworriedhowI’dadjust inMumbai,”he
recallsofthemonthsbeforetheThomasCup.
Allhisworrieswereunfounded,asShetty’s

familyhostedhimandabunchofsparringjun-
iorsattheirhotel. “TherewereA/Ccourts, the
receptionwegotwasextraordinary.Wehada
jacuzzi for recovery. His family sent down
juicesandfruitsandChirag’smothermadeus
prawncurry,”herecalls.Awell-fedSatwikisa
happySatwikandthetripopenedhismindto
trainingoutsidehiscomfortzone.

Language barrier
As leviathan as Satwik can get on the

courtforopponents,theyoungmancanalso
be a hibernating, defanged coiledmonster,
outof sheerpainful shyness.
“Personally,itwasverydifficultformebe-

cause I had a communication problem,” he
saysofadebilitatingissuethatgavehimjitters.
“Doubles is about talking to thepartner, and
initially Ineeded to talka lotof Teluguwhich
mypartners didn’t understand.WithChirag
bhai, I needed1-2 seconds to think and con-
veywhatIwasthinkingaftertranslating.Iwas
petrified I’d come across as rude for saying
somethingwrongsoI’dshutup. I justwould-
n’ttalk,whichcausedproblems.”
It was in watching the Indonesian leg-

ends – Hendra Setiawan andMohammed
Ahsan - that Satwikwouldglean important
lessons. “Youneedagoodheart toplaydou-
bles. It’s likemaking a goodmarriage. You
havetoadjusteveryday. It’snot likesingles,
whereyoucanjustchangeyourteamaround
you.Hereyouhavetotakeyourpartneralong
andgothroughthatjourneyof toughlosses.
Hendra and Ahsan are very kind to each
other, theyneverreacttomistakes,”hesays.
The Thomas Cup triumphwas also the

cue to slay somemental demons, built over
sustained trolling of most of the players
when they weren’t the hot property they
havenowbecome.
“Deep inside, trolling affects us. I wish

fans understood, we go through injuries,
havepersonal issues, and saying things like
‘you should stop playing badminton’ really
hurtsus,” Satwikmuses.
Unsolicitedadvicefromtrolls?“Theysay,

smashnahimaarrahahaiaajkal(Youarenot
hitting smashes nowadays). They don’t re-
alise I’maddingvariations.Or that I’mnot a
robot to send down 1,000 smashes per
match,” he roars. At 22-21 in the second
gameagainstIndonesia,Satwiksentdowna
steep smash that bisected the Indonesians.
“Thatonewastoogood,”rapsSatwik,need-
ingnosocialmediavalidation.

Depay double
sees Dutch
thump hosts
Belgium
REUTERS
JUNE4

MEMPHIS DEPAY scored a double as the
Netherlandsended25yearswithout success
againstneighboursBelgiumwitha4-1thump-
ing of their hosts in the Nations League in
BrusselsonFriday.
Steven Bergwijn and Denzel Dumfries

netted the other two goals as the Dutch
endedBelgium’salmost six-yearunbeaten
home record in a stark reversal for the
team, who had topped the FIFA rankings
for three years until being recently de-
posed.
Bergwijnhammeredhomefromoutside

theboxinthe40thminutetogivetheDutch
a deserved halftime lead before Depay and
Dumfriesaddedmoreinthesecondhalf ina
decisiveperformance.
Belgium,who lostRomeluLukaku to in-

juryearlyon,scoredaconsolationthreemin-
utes into stoppage time through Michy
Batshuayi but were badly exposed at the
backandtheresultwillcomeasaseriousset-
back as the prepare for theWorld Cup later
thisyear.
The Dutch, who last beat Belgium in

1997 and had gone eight derbies without
success since, ripped apart the home de-
fence inthesecondhalf asDepayaddedthe
second in the51stminute ona counter at-
tack after a midfield steal from Davy
Klaassen and a quick pass down the mid-
dle fromStevenBerghuis.
FullbackDaleyBlindreactedquickesttoa

rebound off a save from a Berghuis shot 11
minutes later to set up the third goalwith a
passacrossthefaceofthegoalthatDumfries
tucked inat thebackpost.
Blindthenprovidedanotherassist three

minutes after that with a header into the
path of Depay, who skilfully took the ball
down off with his thigh before thumping
it past SimonMignolet fromclose range.
Belgiumlastlostahomegameinfriendly

againstSpaininSeptember2016whencoach
Roberto Martinez took charge of his first
game.

Frommanaginginjuriestocommunicatingbetter,SatwiksairajRankireddyandChiragShettyhavelevelleduptheirgame.BAI

You need a good
heart to play
doubles. It’s like

making a goodmarriage.
You have to adjust every
day. It’s not like singles,
where you can just
change your teamaround
you. Here you have to
take your partner along
and go through that
journey of tough losses
—SATWIKSAIRAJ

Sunday June5
You'vesurvivedthisfar,andthat isno
meanfeat.Theonlycloudonthehorizon
isapartner'sabilitytomakeyoujealous,
butthat'snothingtoworryabout.Youcan
affordtopressaheadwithconfidence.

Monday June6
Youneedtoexplorenewpastures,
whether they'reemotional, spiritualor
intellectual,or if you'reabout tospend
your timesomewherenew.

Tuesday June7
If you are ready for total change, be
prepared. Actually, you can steer events
very much to your favour by choosing
those changes which suit you.

Wednesday June8
Thereareno less thantwointense
undercurrents thisweek.One iscool,
calculatingandsecretive.Theother is
volatileand inclinedtoexplode.Partners
will appreciateyournewmaturity.

Thursday June9
Youdon’thaveto takeeveryofferwhich
comesyourwaybutyoucanchoose
thosewhichprovidethegreatest
prospects foryouandfor lovedones.

Friday June10
Mars is pounding its way through your
chart, upping your energy level and
generally lending you that extra bit of
oomphnecessary if youare tosucceed.

Saturday June11
You've just emerged fromaperiodof all-
roundopportunity,andyourtasknowisto
work out how tomake themost of any
recentgains, andtopay for them.

If it’s your
Birthday
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Springisnature'swayofsaying,'_____!'-RobinWilliams(4,5)

SOLUTION:TEARY,QUITS,VITALS,PRAYER
Answer:Springisnature'swayofsaying,'Let'sparty!'-RobinWilliams

TYAER AISVLT

IQUST AERRPY

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Itwillbealltooeasy
toupsettheapple-
cartathome.If thisis
yourintention,fine.

Otherwise,considerthe
consequencesofyouractions
carefully. Inloveyoustandin
dangerofmisunderstanding
others' innocentmessages,sobe
alerttosubtlesignals.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Thefocusisstillon
money,andaboutof
shoppingtherapyis
nowinorder.If

spendingwhatevercashisleftin
yourvaultsisthebestwaytolift
yourspirits,thentherecanbeno
bettertime.Thebackgroundto
yourcurrentactionsisheavily-
colouredbyaneedtodoyour
ownthing,andothersmust
respectthis.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
AwildMoonmeans
that,asatrue
Geminian,youwill
finditdifficultto

achieveverymuchwithoutthe
supportofclosepartners.Don't
trytogoitalone,especiallyif
personalfinancesareinvolved.In
mattersoftheheart,youshould
belookingfarafield.

CANCER(June22- July23)
There’sapronounced
planetaryshifttaking
placewhichcouldsee
youpayingmuch

moreattentiontopartnersover
thecomingdays.Youmaynot
havemuchchoiceinthematter
for, if familymembersdon’tget
whattheywant,theywill
undoubtedlystartstampingtheir
feet. It’stimeforyoutoactwith
wisdomandmaturity.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
AstheSuncurves
throughyourchart, it
remindsyouofthe
needtoputthatextra

littleeffortintoeverythingthat
youdo.Ratherthangettingyour
fairshareofrelaxationoverthe
comingweek,youmightactually
beperformingobligationsthat
enableotherstoputtheirfeetup.
Yourrewardforsuchselfless
behaviourwillcomelater.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Thereasonsareasyet
unclear,butitdoes
seemthatyoumay
finditdifficulttogeta

gripondomesticaffairs.You
wouldthereforebewell-advised
toaccomplishasmuchasyou
can,assoonasyoucan,
concentratingonthebroader
picturewithoutbecomingtoo
boggeddowninallthe
trivialdetails.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Thatmagnificent
Jupiter isnowon
yourside,andoffers
a traditional

indicatorofwhatoncewould
havebeenconsidered ‘good
luck’. Seenthroughamodern
perspective,however, itmakes
moresense tosay thatyou
yourself shouldconcentrate
ashardasyoucanon
creatingopportunities
whereverpossible.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Moneymatters rise
upyouragenda.The
emphasis isoncash,
partlyonmaking it,

butmainlyonspending it.
The indicationsarenotunduly
important, soyoumayrelax
andenjoyyourself.However,
whenmaking firmpromises
andundertakings for the
next fewweeks,youshould
exercisegreatcaution.Don’t
berash.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
WhentheMoonisso
helpful, it’sas if you
holdall the trump
cards.Youcan

thereforeafford to takea few
risks,butpleasebear inmind
that, if youarehatching
financial schemes,all the
important factorsshouldbe
finalisedbytheendof theweek.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Oneof themost
positive thingsyou
cando is spenda
little timeby

yourself, rechargingyour
emotionalandpsychological
batteries. It’salso,asamatterof
interest, aperfectmoment to
workout justwhatmakes
someoneelse tick.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Yourpersonal
relationshipsare
shapedpartlyby
howotherpeople

seeyou,andrightnowtheyare
likely to imaginethatyouoffera
safeport inastorm,ahavenof
security ina turbulentworld.
Understandthis, andyou’ll
realisehowtodealwiththeir
deeperneedsanddesires.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
It’sagrandtimefor
clearingthedecks
andforestablishing
justwhat is

necessary if youare to
appreciate thenext few
weeks’worthof social
possibilities.Pressonwitha
treasuredambitionand let
nothingstand inyourway,at
leastnotuntil theendof
theweek.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

Southopened1NTandgotdoubledbyWest. Theauctionstoppedhereand
Westledthejackofhearts.ThisdoesnothavetobeadisasterbecauseSouth
cansetupthediamondsforfourwinnersandwillgodownjustone. Nottoo
badsincetheycansurelymakesomeheartcontractoftheirown.Eastputs
up the king of hearts and youwin the trick.What card do youplay to trick
two?

NORTH
♠ 4
❤QJ10
♦ A8642
♣J763
SOUTH
♠ AJ762
❤43
♦ KQ753
♣A

NORTH
♠ 873
❤ 543
♦ 87
♣K8754

SOUTH
♠ J95
❤AQ
♦ AQJ103
♣Q62

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1NT

dbl Pass Pass Pass

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2376
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
1. Smalldomeonroof (6)
4. Sunk(8)
9. Verb form(6)
10. Accommodating (8)
11. Chinesereligion(6)
12. Shiner (5-3)
13. Small spot (3)
14. NativeAfricandrum(3-3)
17. Reliedon;hadfaith in (7)
21. _____ to :venerateor respect?
(4,2)

25. Showedtheway(3)
26. Infancy(8)
27. Post (6)
28. Corneror freekick in football (3,5)
29. Chinese treebearingedible fruit
(6)

30. Vary inopinion(8)
31. Placeofworship(6)

DOWN
1. Ponder,meditate (8)
2. Acts (8)
3. Ventureunlikely tosucceed(4,4)
5. Bluemetal? (6)
6. Suddenjerkymovement(6)
7. Lingeraimlessly (6)
8. Universityhonour (6)
12. Augmented(7)
15. The__ :Thebetterhalf (3)
16. Animator'sunit (3)
18. Permanent legal residence(8)
19. Yarmulke(8)
20. Playful (8)
22. Reviled(6)
23. Diminishes (6)
24. Startingsuddenly, as fromfight (6)
25. Disreputable (6)

CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
1. Authority for incometax
deductionwhencaughtdoing
wrong(6)

4. Giveadisarmingperformance?(8)
9. Vegetable tostick ina fish'sback
(6)

10. Craftystone-cutter (8)
11. Reptilesheadoff antelopes (6)
12. But it'sdifferent frommal-de-mer
(3,5)

13. Yourpithyend!(3)
14. In thespoonthere'sonethatwon't
doyouanygood(6)

17. Shutupaboutobjectivebeing
hanging(7)

21. Startupattack (4,2)
25. Call forhelpwhenthevessel's
empty(3)

26. Impel togiveTimavote fora
change(8)

27. WhereAEhada frightful

comeback(2,4)
28. FreeEnglishcomposer innude
play (8)

29. A fewhaddebts, it'smaintained(6)
30. Edit clueingdevice tocopewith
temporaryproblem(4,4)

31. Extremelyragged(6)

DOWN
1. Organthat tippedoil inawild
place (8)

2. Opinionatedsetter,perhaps, starts
tomoanabout themes in
crosswords (8)

3. REMdowellduringsleeptobeon
noddingtermswiththestars? (4-4)

5. FunnymouseorsleepyFinn?(6)
6. Giveoneariseandcheerhimup
(6)

7. Doinga lotwiththis
entertainment Ihave(6)

8. Fears takingtimeoffwouldbe
wrong(6)

12. Piscinedelicacy foramedico in
footwear (4,3)

15. Modernnovel (3)
16. Whatablowbackwardsand
forwards thiscandeliver! (3)

18. Totalbusiness reverse (4-4)
19. TheChunnel is inoperation(5,3)
20. Oldpriest thrownintoconfusion
whentengate-crashedthe

celebration(8)
22. Apeakquantity (6)
23. Showupatadworried
(6)

24. Extremelycleversomewhat inpart
(4,2)

25. Onemightwriggle intoan
eccentricsetasawriter (6)

QUICKCLUESAcross:8 MonaLisa,9
Losses,10 Ibis,11 Plane,12 Scat,13
Getridof,16 Tuckin,18 Puli,20
Muggy,21 Eons,22 Jenson,23 Tall
tale,26 Adds,28 Tramp,30 Flag,31
Ensign,32 Eloquent.Down:1 Foible,2
Yaws,3 Tipped,4 Ta-ta,5 Fluently,6
Asis,7 Negation,14 Ruins,15 Fight,17
Cleft,19 Unending,20 Monotony,24
Lapdog,25 Learns,27 Spin,29 Axes,
30 Feud. CRYPTICCLUESAcross:8
Imperial,9 Undoes,10 Junk,11 Dandy,
12 Sake,13 Peddlers,16 Ring-in,18
Baba,20 Terse,21 Oaks,22 Slayed,
23 Suspense,26 Hint,28 Luxor,30
Moon,31 Shaken,32 AdamBede.
Down:1 Immure,2 Leak,3 Girdle,4
Plan,5 Duty-free,6 Ida's,7 Weaklink,
14 Diary,15 Sires,17 No-one,19 All
right,20 Tideland,24 Sircar,25
Swords,27 Take,29 X-ray,30 Mobs.

Solutionsto2375

Southplaysin5Dandgetsthenineofdiamondslead,Eastfollowing.What
shouldSouth'splanbe?

TheWestHand:S-KQ1095H-K85D-9C-9854
TheEastHand:S-83H-A9762 D-J10C-KQ102

HereiswhatSouthdiddo.Hewontheleadinhishandandplayedtheaceof
spadesand ruffedaspade. Hecametohishandwith theaceofclubsand
ruffedaspade. EastoverruffedthespadeandSouthwasdownone.Unlucky?

Southcanclaimbadluck. Thereisanotherwordforitbutitisnotallowedin
theseBridgeClueshands.HowshouldSouthhaveplayedthehand?

South should havedone somecounting. Countwithme. Howmanydia-
mondtricksdoyouhave?Youhavefive.Howmanyspadetricksdoyouhave?
Justtheace.Howmanyclubtricksdoyouhave?Againjusttheace.Canyou
get aheart trick?Easily. Howmany top tricks is that?Youhave eight top
tricksandyouneedelevenintotal.Howmanyspaderuffsdoyouneed?Since
youhaveeighttoptricks,allyouneedisthreespaderuffsindummy. Yourlast
spadegoesontheheart.

AllSouthhastodoisdrawasecondroundoftrumpsandstartleadinghearts
now. Hecannotbestoppedfromtakingeleventricksunlesshestopshim-
self.

Dealer:South Vulnerable:East/West

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1S

Pass 1NT Pass 2D
Pass 3D Pass 5D
Pass Pass Pass

Dealer:South Vulnerable:None

SCORELINE
Belgium Netherlands
1 4
MBatshuayi90’ SBergwijn40’

MDepay51’,65’
DDumfries61’

New Delhi



HOWARDFENDRICH
PARIS,MAY4

IGASWIATEKissoefficient,sosmooth,with
a racket in her hand, seemingly never flus-
tered a bit and, for months now, never
beaten. The only time she looked even the
slightest bit shaken Saturday at Court
Philippe Chatrierwas after her 6-1, 6-3 vic-
tory against CocoGauff in the finalwas fin-
ished, pushing the No. 1-ranked Swiatek's
winningstreakto35matchesandherFrench
Opentitlecounttotwo.That'swhenthetears
flowed, first during the Polish national an-
them_ Swiatek is the only player from that
nationtowinaGrandSlamsinglestitle_and,
again, during the trophy ceremony. "I just
told Coco, 'Don't cry,'" said Swiatek, who
claimed the 2020 FrenchOpenwhile still a
teen and ranked outside the top 50, "and
whatamIdoingrightnow?"
She interruptedherself a fewtimesdur-

inghervictoryspeech,atonepointadmon-
ishing, "Oh,myGod. It seemslike I stillneed
someexperience."
But Swiatek also gathered her thoughts

well enough to offer support andwishes of
hope for Ukraine, which Russia invaded in
February. "Stay strong, because theworld is
still there," Swiatek told Ukrainians, whose
blue-and-yellowflagisrepresentedbyarib-
bonof thosecolorsshehasbeenwearingon
herwhitecapduringmatches.
Gauff,anAmericanappearinginherfirst

majorfinalatage18,andjustweeksremoved
fromcelebratingherhighschoolgraduation
with cap-and-gown photos near the Eiffel
Tower, never stoodmuch of a chance _ like
mostopponentsagainstSwiatek lately.
Swiatek'sunbeatenrunstretchesbackto

FebruaryandequalsonebyVenusWilliams
in2000as the longest this century.
"Thepastcouplemonthshavetrulybeen

amazingandyoutotallydeserveit,"saidthe
18th-seededGauff,now0-3againstSwiatek,
told her 21-year-old opponent, then added
withachuckle:"Hopefullywecanplayeach
other inmore finals, andmaybe I can get a
winonyouoneof thesedays."
Havingwonherpastsixtournaments,im-

proving to 42-3 this season, Swiatek has
emergedasadominantfigureintennis,with
23-time Grand Slam champion Serena
Williams out of action for nearly a year and
three-timemajorchampAshBartyannounc-
ing inMarch shewould retire at age 25 and
relinquish the No. 1 ranking. That allowed
SwiatektomoveuptothetopoftheWTA,and
she'sshownsheisadeservingresidentthere.
"Twoyearsago,winningthistitlewassome-
thingamazing.Honestly,Iwouldn'texpectit,
ever," Swiateksaid. "But this time, I feel like I
workedhard anddid everything to get here,
even though it was pretty tough.” On the
warmest day of the tournament, with the
temperature at 82 degrees Fahrenheit (28
Celsius), just a fewpuffsofwhite in theblue
skyattheoutsetturnedintothick,foreboding
gray cloudsby the secondset, accompanied
bya thunderclap.Gauff didnot get off to the
best of starts, perhaps reflecting early jitters
thatwouldbeunderstandablecoming from
anyplayerinadebutonthisstage.Theplayer
ontheothersideofthenetcertainlyhadalot
to dowith theway thingswent over the fi-
nal's1hour,8minutes.
Swiatek broke serve right from the get-

go,withplentyofhelp fromGauff,whoput
a forehand into the net, double-faulted _
eliciting some sighs of "Awwwww" from
the crowd _ dumped a forehand
into the net, and pushed another
forehand long. When Gauff's
work-in-progress forehand be-
trayed her again, it was 3-0 after
just 15minutes. Soon, it was 4-0
inSwiatek's favor. AP
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“If you likewhat youare doing, you keepgoing,
because, for example, if you like togoandplay golf,
you keepgoing toplay golf. If I like to play tennis
and if I can and I canhandle to keepplaying, I keep
playingbecause I likewhat I do. So that's it."

RAFAELNADAL

Poland’sWorldNo.1sweepsasideCocoGauff 6-1,6-3 toclaimher2ndFrenchOpentitle

Swiatek’s tour de force

Ruud: The former Rafa academy
trainee with a sledgehammer forehand

IgaSwiatek'sunbeatenrunstretchesbacktoFebruary.Reuters

FrenchOpenwinnerIgaSwiatekmatchedVenusWilliams'
modern-erarecordofmostconsecutivematchwinsafterSaturday'svictory

Swiatek catches upwithVenus

VENUS
WILLIAMS

35
Matches (2000)

23.2
Averageranking
defeated

35
Matches (2022)

54.08
Averageranking
defeated

IGASWIATEK

MOST
CONSECUTIVE
WINSSINCE

2000

SERENAWILLIAMS
34MATCHES(2013)
■ Averanking
defeated:43.41

JUSTINEHENIN
32MATCHES(2007-08)
■ Averanking
defeated:45.43

VICTORIAAZARENKA
26MATCHES(2012)
■ Averanking
defeated:37.92

SERENAWILLIAMS
25MATCHES(2013-14)
■ Averanking
defeated:30.56

NAMITKUMAR
JUNE4

CASPERRUUDhaswonsixtitlesontour
– five of them on clay and two of them
this year. He is ranked as high asWorld
No.8, becoming the first player from
Norwaytowintomakethetop10of the
world rankings. The 23-year-old has
quicklybecomeoneof themostreliable
claycourtersaroundatthemoment,but
despiteallof that, fewwould
havepickedhimtomakethe
final at Roland Garros this
year.
Ruud navigatedmultiple

tricky assignments on his
way to the final. He first had
to overcome French tennis
legend Jo-Wilfried Tsonga –
who was playing the final
event of his career – in a
supremely emotional encounter. His
quarterfinal was against 19-year-old
Holger Rune, who dumped one of the
tournamentfavouritesStefanosTsitsipas
outofthefourthround;andhelatertook
on Marin Cilic, who defeated fellow
Russiansandtop10seedsAndreyRublev
andDaniilMedvedev. Eachof thesevic-
torieswere in four sets, and for a player
who has little best-of-five experience,
this illustrateshowhisclaycourtconsis-
tencyon tour– last year, hebecame the
firstmanin10yearstowinthreeconsec-
utivetitlesinasmanyweeks–hastrans-
lated tosuccessatMajors.

Success on clay
Formuchofhiscareer,Ruudhasbeen

considered a specialist on the red dirt.
Whilehedidwinahardcourttitleat last
year’s San Diego Open, somuch of his
gameistailormadeforclay.Ruud’s foot-
speedandcourtcoverageissolid,andthe
depthofhisgroundstrokesallowhimto
dictate the longerbaselineexchanges.
But, the Norwegian’s most distinct

threat is a sledgehammerof a forehand,
whichheemployswith a tonof spin al-
lowing theball tobounceveryhighand
push his opponent to the back of the

court. The shot’s adaptability
and versatility have a huge
roletoplay,andit iswhatsets
him apart from other clay-
courtspecialists,perhapsalso
explaininghissolidresultson
other surfaces.
When needed, the 23-

year-old is able to flatten his
forehandandchasemorepre-
cise angle. When he runs

around his backhand to hit the shot in-
side-out,he isableto findthedepthand
lownetclearancetoconsistentlyhitwin-
ners.
Rainis forecastedinParisonSunday,

and in that case, with the roof going up
and the humid conditions kicking in,
Ruud’s ability to flatten his forehand
when required may well give him an
edge.

Student vsMaster
The fact that Ruud’s biggestweapon

is his forehandmay have something to
dowithhis childhood idol– themanhe
willbegoingtoe-to-toewithforthevery
first time at Court Philippe Chatrier on
Sunday.“It wasworth thewait (to play

Nadal).AsaGrandSlamfinal, itwillbea
special moment forme, and hopefully
for him aswell,” Ruud said on court af-
terhis semifinalwin.
Every timeNadal takesononeof the

better young claycourters on tour, the
headlines are invariably dominated by
thelong-drawn-outnarrativeofthemas-
ter taking on the latest upstart. The un-
precedentedkingofclaytakingonthelat-
est prince in waiting - be it Dominic
Thiem, Stefanos Tsitsipas, or Carlos
Alcaraz.Thistimearound,however,itwill
behardtostrayawayfromthatstoryline,
given that Ruud is actually a disciple of
the Spaniard. Since before he broke into
the top100on tour, the23-year-oldhad
been to the Rafa Nadal Academy in
Mallorca, run by the Spaniard’s former
coach and uncle Toni, as well as other
membersofhis teamandfamily.
Ruud isyet to faceNadalon tour, but

backat theacademy, theduofrequently
play practice matches and as the
Norwegian jokinglyadmittedfollowing
hissemifinalwin,Ruudhardlyeverwins.
“Hehas playedmanyGrand Slam finals
but at least he is playing a student from
his academy this time, so it is hopefully
going tobea funone,”hesaid.
Arecord-extending22ndGrandSlam

and 14th Roland Garros title is at stake
for Nadal on Sunday. If Ruud - themas-
sive underdog - is to spoil the party, he
will become the first Norwegian player
to lift asinglesMajor trophy.Eitherway,
those back at the academy inMallorca
will have their heads held high.

Men’s final, Live on Sony/Ten
network,5:30pmonwards

Root’s unbeaten 77 steers
England closer to win
London: JoeRoothitanunbeaten77tosteerEnglandtowithin
61 runs of victory in the first TestwhileNewZealand require
fivewicketsasthecontestremainedintriguinglypoisedatthe
endof a tense thirddayatLords.
Englandwere 216-5 at close, chasing a target of 277 after

dismissingNewZealand for285before lunchonSaturday.
Root, no longer incumbered by the captaincy, was at his

imperiousbest ashe tookaway theearlyadvantage fromthe
tourists,whohadEngland teetering at 69-4 before teawhen
seamerKyle Jamiesonmadeearlybreakthroughs.
Root and his successor Ben Stokes put together a 90-run

partnership to turn the tidewith thenewskipper scoring 54
beforebeingcaughtbehind–theonlywicket to fall after tea.
ButtherewasgoodfortuneforStokesonhis31stbirthday.

HewasbowledbyColindeGrandhommeforonerun,onlyto
becalledbacktothecreaseafterabelatednoballcall fromthe
thirdumpire thatwasgreetedbyanapproving roar fromthe
partisancrowd.
Hetookadvantageof the let-off andisnowinastrongpo-

sitiontowinhisfirsttestasEnglandcaptain.Jamiesonsnagged
fourwickets,bowlingopenerAlexLees(20)andJonnyBairstow
(16) and having Zak Crawley (9) caught behind before snag-
gingStokes.
BRIEFSCORES:NewZealand132&285versusEngland141&
216/5(JoeRoot77batting,BenStokes54;KylieJamieson4/59).

Sakshiwinsgoldat
RankingSeries
Almaty:SakshiMalik'sstruggleswere
nowhere to be seen as a fearless and
aggressive Rio Olympics bronze
medallist grabbed her first interna-
tionalgoldmedalinalmostfiveyears
at the UWWRanking Series event
here on Friday. India's Mansi (57kg)
andDivya Kakran (68kg) too earned
topof thepodiumfinishes.PTI

AnandlosestoSoin
fourthround
Stavanger: India legendViswanathan
Anand'swinning run in the Classical
event of the Norway Chess tourna-
mentcametoanendaftersufferinga
lossagainstAmericanWesleySointhe
fourthround.The52-year-oldformer
worldchampionnowshares the lead
withMagnus Carlsen on 8.5 points
each. The regular Classical game be-
tweenAnandandSoendedinadraw
in28moves. PTI

Swapnil-Ashiwin
50mrifle3Pgold
NewDelhi: Swapnil Kusale and Ashi
Chouksey drew curtains on India's
campaign at the ISSF World Cup
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun in Baku,
Azerbaijanwith a goldmedal in the
50mrifle3positions(3P)mixedteam
competition, here on Saturday. The
pair of Swapnil and Ashi beat
Ukranian's Serhiy Kulish and Daria
Tykhova 16-12 in the gold medal
match. PTI
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