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BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

UP INVESTORS’SUMMIT

Global situationabigopportunity,
Indiaareliablepartner, saysModi

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,JUNE3

MAKING A strong pitch for the
state that he represents in
Parliament, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi marked the
ground-breaking ceremony of
the UP Investors Summit in
LucknowonFridaybylayingthe
foundation for 1,406 projects
worthRs80,000crore.
Modi, who is the Varanasi

MP, announced the investment
while addressing a gathering
that included Union Defence
MinisterRajnathSingh,UPChief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
GautamAdani of Adani Group,
KumarMangalamBirlaofAditya
Birla Group, Niranjan
Hiranandani of Hiranandani
Communities and Matthieu
EyriesofParis-basedAirLiquide.
Inhisaddress,Modithanked

investorsforhaving“trustedthe
power of UP’s youth”who “will
be the biggest beneficiaries” of

the investment. “This record in-
vestmentwillcreateopportuni-
ties for thousands of jobs in the
state.Alongwith India, it shows
theincreasingtrust inthecoun-
try’s andUP’s growth story,” he
said.
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

GRAPPLINGWITH the spate of
targetingkillingsinKashmir,the
J&K administration has started
postingallemployeesbelonging
tominoritycommunities,includ-
ingKashmiriPandits,to“saferlo-
cations”withintheValley.
In NewDelhi Friday, Union

HomeMinister Amit Shah held
ameetingwith J&K Lieutenant
GovernorManojSinha,NSAAjit
Doval,ArmychiefGeneralManoj
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MAULSHREESETH
PARAUNKH(KANPURDEHAT),
JUNE3

PARAUNKH, THE remote village
inUP’sKanpurDehatwhereRam
NathKovindhails from,became
the venue of an unusual sight
whenthePresidentbrokeproto-
col to receive Prime Minister

NarendraModi,whohadarrived
forabrief visitonFriday.
While delivering a speech

later,ModisaidthatKovindtold
himhehadcometo thehelipad
personally since the Prime
Ministerwasan“atithi(guest)of
his village”. Modi added that
thoughhefelt“embarrassed”by
the gesture, it showed that the
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President welcomes PM:
‘Sanskar trumps protocol’

PresidentRamNathKovindandPMNarendraModiatapublic
meetinginParaunkhvillageinKanpuronFriday.VishalSrivastav

THESPATEof targeted
killingsintheValleyhas
hadnon-localsinastateof
panic.Thiscomesata
timewhentheUTisgear-
ingfortheAmarnath
Yatra.Touristshavealso
beenheadingtoJ&Kand
airlinesaremounting
flightslikeneverbefore.

Killings
cast
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Targeted killings: J&K moves staff from
minority communities to ‘safer’ locations

HOMEMINISTERAMITSHAHHOLDSREVIEWMEETING

J&KL-GManojSinhaaftera
meeting inNewDelhion
Friday. PremNathPandey

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JUNE3

HYDERABADPOLICEsaidFriday
night they had arrested two of
five juvenilesallegedly involved
in thegangrapeof a17-year-old
in an upscale area of the city a
weekago.

Theassaulthappenedonthe
eveningofMay28,with a com-
plaint being lodged onMay 31.
However, it took police another
threedaystotakeaction.TheBJP
alleged that two of the accused
are being sheltered by their po-
litical families.
On Friday night, DCP Joel

Davis said two of the five sus-

pects had been taken into cus-
todyandwerebeingquestioned.
Earlier, SHO S Rajashekar

Reddy told The Indian Express
thatthegangrapehadbeencon-
firmed and they had identified
the accused. “We are searching
for them.” There was no com-
mentontheBJP’s allegation.
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PM: Rs80,000cr investment,
UPwill drive India growth story

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

ONMAY 29, the Centre with-
drew an advisory issued two
days previously by the Unique
IdentificationAuthorityof India
(UIDAI),whichadvisedpeopleto
not give photocopies of their
Aadhaartoestablishmentssuch
ashotels,cinemas,etc.toprevent

theirpossibile“misuse”.Thead-
visory could be “misinter-
preted”, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technologysaid inastatement.
The Indian Expresshas learnt

thattheoriginaladvisory, issued
on May 27 by the UIDAI’s re-
gional office in Bengaluru, was
triggeredafteranindividualwho
wasallegedlypartofaninterna-
tionalnarcoticdrugsracket,was
caught using fudged Aadhaar
cardstobookillegalexportcargo
of prohibitedsubstances.
"One of the shipments, des-

tinedforAustralia,wasseizedat
the Bengaluru airport," an offi-
cialsaid. It is learntthatthemat-
ter was refered to the Chennai
Police, which then arrested a
person for forging an Aadhaar
card of an individual from
AndhraPradesh.
The Customs Intelligence

Unit reportedly seized 4.4 kg of
ephedrine crystalsworth Rs 90
lakhthatwasconcealedinaship-
mentofgarments.Thecargowas
intercepted at the international
courier terminal of Bengaluru
airport. The accused individual

wasapprehendedonMay20.
In itsMay27advisory,UIDAI

askedpeople tomake sure they
sharedtheirAadhaardetailsonly
withentitiesthathavea"userli-
cence" from the Authority, but
didnotspecifyhowtheyshould
verify this.
While withdrawing the

UIDAI'sadvisory,theITMinistry,
however,saidthatpeopleshould
only exercise "normal pru-
dence", and assured that the
"Aadhaar identity authentica-
tion ecosystem has provided
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Behind (withdrawn) Aadhaar advice, a
drugs bust in Bengaluru and an arrest

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

SIDDHARTHCANNOTsubtract
13from21becausethisentails
borrowing. Keerti candoonly
simple division, so 59 divided
by7isastrugglesinceshehas-
n't understood the concept of
a remainder. Harish's climb is
steeper: he cannot identify
one-digitnumbers,something
heshouldhavebeenabletodo
inpre-school.

All three are 10-year-olds,
students of Class 5A at the Veer
Savarkar Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya, a Delhi government
school in Kalkaji. Each should
have been fluent in these foun-
dationalmathematicalskillsthat
are taught in Class 3 or earlier.
Butthisclassof38children—20
girls and 18 boys—were last in
school inClass2.
Nowback after two years of

apandemicandalockdownthat
touchedeveryaspecttheir lives,
their teacher Neha Sharma, 31,
hasaproblem,onethatteachers
acrossthecountryaregrappling
with,highlightedbytherecently
released results of the National
AchievementSurvey(NAS):aca-
demic performances in schools
across the country, including in
thenational capital, slippedbe-

low levels recorded in 2017, ex-
cept inPunjabandRajasthan.
Over two years of the pan-

demic, much of these Class 5
kids’learninghappenedthrough
weekly worksheets and activi-
ties shared onWhatsApp. But
with access to devices and data
uneven, digital learning re-

mained, atbest, verypatchy.
So, howwill Sharmameet

this unprecedented challenge:
bringingherclassuptospeedfor
Class5?Given that the students
havedifferentcompetenciesand
levels of learning, howdoes she
calibrate her teaching, at differ-
entspeedsfordifferentchildren?
Toinvestigatethis,TheIndian

Express sat in for five weeks
trackingthe38childrenofClass
5A right from their first day of
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Overtwomonths,The
IndianExpress tracked
amathematicsclassof
10-year-olds inaDelhi
governmentschoolto
findhowateacher is
racingagainst timeto
plugtheircritical
learninggaps inthe
wakeof thepandemic.
Thestoryof teacher
NehaSharmaandthe
38childreninher
Class5Aillustrates
theunprecedented
challengeplayingout
incountless
classroomsacrossthe
country

(Left to right)Harish, SiddharthandKeerti, studentsof Class 5Abackafter thepandemic in theirmathematics class at
DelhiGovernment’sVeer Savarkar School. Their teacherNehaSharma (below)hasher task cutout. PhotographsbyAbhinavSaha

ANEXPRESS INVESTIGATION - PART 1

A
MATH
P R O B L E M

CLASS5A, VEER
SAVARKAR
SARVODAYAKANYA
VIDYALAYA: REPORT
CARDONDAY ZERO
Total students
Can do simple division
Cannot do simple division, can
do 2-digit subtraction
Cannot do subtraction, can count
and identify numbers 10-99
Cannot identify 2-digit numbers,
can count and identify numbers 1-9
Cannot identify single-digit
numbers, beginner

38
20

2

14

1

1

A national math problem: how to
teach Class 5 kids after 2 years lost

TOMORROW: SITTING
IN CLASS FOR FIVE
WEEKS OF CATCH-UP
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In Hyderabad, 2 of 5 juvenile accused in
teen’s rape arrested, BJP alleges VIP links

TOP FIVE PROJECTS
■NIDPDevelopersPvt
Ltd:Rs9,100cr
■MedicalDevicePark:
Rs3,800cr
■NoidaApparelExport
Cluster:Rs3,500cr
■AdaniEnterprises
Ltd:Rs2,706cr
■SIFYTechnologies
Ltd:Rs2,692cr
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Growth story
“ItisUPthatwillgivemomen-

tumtoIndia’sgrowthstoryinthe
21stcentury,”hesaid.
Makingacaseformoreinvest-

ment in the state,Modi praised
UP's administration for stepping
up to the challenge -- and listed
key projects coming up in the
state such as the eastern and
westernfreightcorridors,andtwo
multi-modal logistics transport
hubs in Greater Noida and
Varanasi, apart fromthose in the
defencesector.
He identified “chemical-free

naturalfarming”alongtheGanga
and food processing as “golden
opportunities”.
ThePrimeMinisteralsospoke

aboutIndia'sglobalstandingand
pitched thenation as a “reliable
partner”.“Thecurrentglobalsitu-
ationpresents abig opportunity
for us. Theworld is looking for a
reliablepartner, andonlydemo-
cratic India has the capability to
accept the challenge. Today, the
world is seeing India's potential
and also praising its perform-
ance,”hesaid.
“Indiadidn'tstopevenduring

thepandemic, rather it stepped
up the pace of reforms.We are
seeing the results today.Weare

the fastest growing economy in
the G-20 (group of nations).
Today,IndiaisNo.2ontheGlobal
Retail Index. India is the third
largest energy consumer in the
world. In the year gone by, FDI
worth$84billionhascomefrom
over100 countries. In the last fi-
nancialyear,Indiaexportedmer-
chandiseworth...Rs30lakhcrore
andsetarecord,”hesaid.
Pointingtothepasteightyears

under the NDA government,
Modi said: “In this period...we
have moved ahead with the
mantra of reform, perform, and
transform.We have given em-
phasisonpolicystability,coordi-
nation and ease of doing busi-
ness.”
Hesaidthatwith lawandor-

der improving in UP, investors'
confidencehasincreased.“There
isagoodatmosphereforbusiness.
Inthepastfewyears,administra-
tivepowerandgovernancehave
improvedhere,”saidModi.
Noting that theGanga flows

through 25-30 districts of the
state,coveringaround11,000km,
hepickedoutopportunitiesinthe
agrisectorwiththeUnionBudget
providing for a natural farming
corridoronbothsidesoftheriver
onstretchesof5kmeach--inad-
dition to the state government’s

foodprocessingpolicy.
Referring to thedefence sec-

tor, he said: “Under the Atma
Nirbhar Bharat programme,we
havetakenadecisionwithalotof
courageandidentified300items
thatwewillnotbebringingfrom
abroad.Theseitemsarerelatedto
militaryequipment.Sothosewho
want tomanufacture in the de-
fence sector, there are these300
itemsandthemarketforthemis
available,”saidModi.
Speakingaboutinfrastructure,

hesaidthatthestretchonwhich
workonexpresswaysinUPison-
going is a “record” in itself. “The
modernnetworkofexpressways
will connect different economic
zonesofUP.Verysoon, the iden-
tificationof UPwill also bewith
modern railway infrastructure.
The eastern andwestern dedi-
cated freight corridors are going
to be joined. Alongwith Jewar,
UP’s five international airports
will improve international con-
nectivityhere,”saidModi.
Accordingtohim,anindicator

ofthepaceatwhichIndiahaspro-
gressedisthe“digitalrevolution”.
“In2014,therewereonly6.5crore
broadband subscribers. Today,
theirnumberhaspassed78crore.
In2014,oneGBdatawasaround
Rs200.Today,itisworthRs11-12.

India isamongthefewcountries
wheredataissocheap,”hesaid.
“In 2014, therewas optical

fibercovering11lakhkm.Today,
the length of optical fiber has
crossed28lakhkm.In2014,there
were less than 100 gram pan-
chayatswhere optical fiber had
reached. Today, the number of
grampanchayatsconnectedwith
opticalfiberhascrossed1.75lakh.
In 2014, the countryhad90,000
common service centres, today
there aremore than 4 lakh,” he
said.“Today,40percentofdigital
transactionsintheworldarehap-
peninginIndia.AnyIndianwould
beproudof this; an Indiawhich
peopleoncecalledilliterateisdo-
ingthis.”
Hesaid therewere100start-

upsinIndiabefore2014,whilethe
numberofregisteredstart-upsis
near70,000today.
Strikingapersonalnoteinbe-

tween,Modisaid:“IamtheMPof
Kashi(Varanasi)...Eventhoughall
ofyouareverybusy,takeouttime
andseemyKashi. Ithaschanged
alot.Itisacityoftheworldwhich,
with its ancient power, can be
decorated in new colours and
forms.This is a livingexampleof
UP’spower.”

‘Sanskar
trumps...’
President embodied both the
“samvidhan”(constitution)and
“sanskar”(culturalvalues).
Modi said the incident

showshow the “sanskar (cul-
tural values)” of “atithi devo
bhava (guest is equivalent to
god)” is “inourveins”,andthat
thePresident“hasshownanex-
ample”.
At one point during the

speech, Kovind got up with
folded hands in response to
Modi offeringhis “pranam” in
gratitudeforthereceptionatthe
helipad.
“Paraunkh ki mitti se

Rashtrapatijikojosanskarmile
hain aaj poori duniyauski sak-
shibanrahihai(Theworldisbe-
comingwitness to the cultural
values that the President has
imbibed from the land of
Paraunkh),” Modi said in his
speech.
“Today in the village, the

Presidentwentbeyondthepro-
tocols created for his position
and surprisedme.Hehimself
came to thehelipad to receive
me. I felt embarrassed aswe
work under his guidance and
his post has its own seniority
andrespect,”hesaid.
AccordingtoModi,whenhe

toldKovindthat“youhavedone
injustice tome”, the President
replied that “samvidhan ki
maryadaon ka palan tomain
karta hun, lekin sanskar ki bhi
apnitakathotihai.Aajaapmere
gaonmein aayehain.Main aaj
yahanatithikaswagatkarneaya
hun, Rashtrapati ke roopmein
nahinaayahun.”
(“I domaintain respect for

the Constitution but cultural
values have their importance
too.Today,youhavecometomy
village. I have comehere to re-
ceiveaguest,Ihavenotcomeas
thePresident”).
Inhis speechthat followed,

the President did not refer
specifically to the incident but
said that his ancestral village
and thedistrictwere “obliged”

tothePrimeMinisterformaking
thevisit.
“Thepeople of this state feel

proudthatapersonfromthestate
hasbeengiven the top constitu-
tionalpostofthecountryandthe
credit for thatgoes toyou,Prime
Minister,”hesaid.
Kovindsaidhewasimpressed

whenModitooktheinitiative“to
give responsibility to someone
likehimwhowasbornintoapoor
familyof thestate”.
According tohim, thepeople

ofUPhadalwaysfeltthatthestate
hadgivenninePrimeMinistersto
the country but not a President.
The President also praised the
PrimeMinister for “giving new
meaningtotheterm'BharatMata
kisewa'(servingmotherIndia)”.
The President said that the

PrimeMinistervisitedthePathar
Devi temple andmadeanoffer-
ingof flowersat thestatueofBR
Ambedkarinthevillage.
During the visit, Modi was

shownhowParaunkhhas been
developed into amodel village
with solar energy,model parks
and amodel anganwadi centre.
ThePrimeMinisteralsovisitedan
exhibitionon thevillage, includ-
ing various schemes imple-
mented,andthe“life journey”of
Kovind.

J&K moves staff
Pande,R&AWchiefSamantGoel,
IntelligenceBureauheadArvind
Kumar and senior officials to re-
viewthesecuritysituationinthe
UnionTerritory amongother is-
sues. It is learnt that themeeting
lastedforoveranhourandahalf.
SourcesintheJ&Kadministra-

tionsaidtheywouldnotagreeto
demandsfortransferofminority
community employees from
KashmirtoJammu.“Anysuchde-
mandcomingfromanygroupof
peopleisactuallyvery,verycoun-
terproductive,” sources said,
adding that the administration
doesnot“supportpeopleleaving
theValley.”
“Can there be transfers to
Jammu?No, not at all. If we
start transferring them to
Jammu…Canwebecomeafa-
cilitatorofsomekind?Noway.
The government cannot be
partof it…Wecannotbepart
ofit,”thesourcessaid,adayaf-
ter a bank manager hailing
fromRajasthanandabrickkiln
worker fromBiharwere shot
dead by suspectedmilitants.
OnTuesday,awomanteacher
from Jammu was gunned
down outside her school in
Kulgaminthelatestwaveofat-
tackstargetingminoritiesand
migrantsintheValley.
“The spate of targeting

killingwill definitely stop. It
happened last October, we

controlledit.Itishappeningnow;
wewillcontrol it.Becauseof this
wewillnotfacilitate...Then,what
wouldbethedifferencebetween
the1990sandnow?...Oursystem
will take care of that,” sources
said.
Asked about the security of

governmentemployeesrecruited
underthePrimeMinister’sdevel-
opmentpackage for J&Kin2015,
thesourcessaid,“Unsabhikipost-
ing iswaqt safe locationsparkar
digayihai (Allof themhavenow
been posted to safe locations).
Therewere about 6,000people
recruitedunderthePMpackage,
of which over 5,500 have been
posted.”
Besides, there are about

10,000minority (non-Muslim)
employeeswhohave also been
posted to safe locations, the
sourcessaid.
ToaqueryaboutRajaniBala’s

letter -- the teacher shot dead
Tuesday--regardingherposting
toasaferlocation,thesourcessaid
that shewasabout tobeposted.
“Governmentistakingeverypos-
sible step to ensure that every-
bodyissafe.This isakindofcon-
flictwhichwehavenot created.
Some people have created it. It
willbedealtwithandeverybody
willbesafe,”thesourcessaid.
“Targeted killing is evidence

that their (terrorists) ability to
strikeatmoreprotectedtargetsis
veryminimal.Therefore,youtake
out anybody. Today, the targets
areKashmiri Pandits, tomorrow
itwillbenon-locallabourers,and
another day itwill be a govern-
mentemployeewhohasnopro-
tection. This shows the level of
desperation,"thesourcessaid.
Stating that about 2.5 lakh

people have registered for the
Amarnath Yatra this year, the
sourcesmadeitclearthatthean-
nualpilgrimagewillbeorganised.
“Yatra nahin hogi aisa to katai
nahinhoga.Hamarehisabseya-
trahonichahiye(Itcannotbethat
thepilgrimageisnotundertaken.
According to us, the pilgrimage
should take place,” the sources
said, adding that thepilgrimage
has been a symbol of the “com-
positeculture”ofKashmir.
Over 6 lakh people partici-

pated in the Amarnath Yatra in
2011-12. In 2019, the Yatrawas
curtailedandabout3lakhpeople
tookpart. About2.5 lakhpeople
have registered for theYatra this
year, the sources said. "This year
we were expecting that more
peoplewould comeand, there-
fore,wewerepreparingforthat."
Listing developmentworks

undertaken in the last fewyears,
thesourcessaidthatabout3,000
works hadbeen completedun-
derdistrictplansduring2018-19,
and this increased almost 12

times to 35,000 in 2021-22.
Similarly, the number of works
completedundertheUTplanin-
creased from about 9,200 to
52,000 in the last financial year,
thesourcessaid.
Thenumber of touristswho

visited the UT stood at 10 lakh
duringJanuary-Maythisyear,the
sourcessaid.
Askedabout applications re-

gardingencroachmentof landof
Kashmiri Panditswho hadmi-
gratedfromtheValley,thesources
said,“Wereceived7,966applica-
tionsontheportal... about6,5,00
applications have been closed.
Roughly2,500kanal (12.64 lakh
squaremeter) of landbelonging
toKashmiriPanditshavebeenre-
covered.”
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Hyderabad rape
PoliceseizedaMercedesBenz

belonging tooneof the accused,
inwhich the assault allegedly
took place. The driver is being
questioned,policesaid.
Officials said the17-year-old

hadgonetoapubwithafriendfor
abirthdayparty.Her father,who
lodged the complaint, said they
hadpermittedhertogoas itwas
tobeano-alcoholparty.
Whileshewasat thepub,of-

ficialssaid,shewasbefriendedby
agroupofminorswhoofferedto
dropherhome.Theyfirstwentto
a bakerywhere theypurchased
snacks.Theythenallegedlydrove
the17-year-oldtoasecludedarea
andproceeded to gangrapeher.
Later in thenight, theydropped
herbackatthepubandleft.
Police have retrieved video

footage from at least six CCTV
camerasinthevicinityofthepub.
Thegirl initially toldherpar-

entsthatthebruisesonherhands
were causedby a fall, but itwas
whentheynoticedotherinjuries
andquestionedher that she ad-
mittedshehadbeenassaulted.
The 17-year-oldwas coun-

selled bywomenpolice, during
which she described the gan-
grape. Amedical examination
laterconfirmedtheassault.Police
said the teenagerwas in shock,
andseverelytraumatised.
BJP chief spokesperson K

Krishna Sagar Rao alleged that
therewere five accused, includ-
ing sonsof twoprominent local
politicians. “TheHyderabadpo-
licehavenotyetarrestedanyac-
cuseddespite the criminal com-
plaintlodgedbytheparentsofthe
victim,andtheallegedcriminals'
carbeingimpounded,”Raosaid.
TheBJP alsoheld aprotest at

thepolicestationconcerned,de-
manding arrest of the accused,
withsomepartyworkersforcing
theirwayinbeforetheywerere-

moved.MLARaja Singh saidpo-
lice were not making any an-
nouncement about the case be-
causetheydonotwanttoinclude
the names of the real culprits.
“This is an elaborateplot to pro-
tect the real accused andname
someoneelse...Thestategovern-
mentisofferingthemprotection,”
Singhalleged.

Aadhaar advice
adequate features for protecting
andsafeguardingtheidentityand
privacy of theAadhaar holder".
Theministry did not saywhat
constituted"normalprudence".
In the period before it was

withdrawn, theUIDAI advisory
caught people by surprise,who
expressedconcernonsocialme-
diathattheyroutinelysubmitted
photocopiesoftheirAadhaarfora
rangeof services fromobtaining
SIM cards to opening bank ac-
countstocheckingintohotels.The
advisoryappearedtosharplycon-
tradicttheclaimofsecuritymade
in2018byformerUIDAIchiefand
then chairman of the Telecom
RegulatoryAuthorityof IndiaRS
Sharma, who had posted his
AadhaarnumberonTwitterand
challengedausertoshowa"con-
creteexample"ofhowthenum-
bercouldbeusedto"harm"him.
Criticshaverepeatedlyflagged

privacy concerns related to
Aadhaar. A Comptroller and
AuditorGeneralofIndia(CAG)re-
port released inApril noted that
UIDAI has not ensured that the
applications or devices used by
agencies or private firms for
Aadhaarauthenticationwere"ca-
pableofstoringpersonalinforma-
tion...whichputtheprivacyofres-
identsatrisk".
In 2018, the SupremeCourt

hadstruckdownapartofSection
57 of The Aadhaar (Targeted
Delivery of Financial andOther
Subsidies, Benefits andServices)
Act, 2016,whichallowedprivate
entitiestocollectAadhaardetails.
While reading down the provi-
sion, the top court had called it
"unconstitutional".
Soon after the judgement,

however, theUIDAIhadclarified
to banks that Aadhaar know-
your-customer (eKYC) can be
used to authenticate beneficiar-
ies of government subsidies and
welfareschemes,pavingtheway
forprivatebankstousethedocu-
ment to identify beneficiaries of
governmentwelfare schemes. A
fewmonthslater, inMarch2019,
the Centre issued The Aadhaar
andOther Laws (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2019,whichallowed
banks and telecomoperators to
collectAadhaardetailsasproofof
identity. In July that year,
Parliament passed a law to re-
placetheOrdinance.
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schoolthrougheachoftheir26
math classes and key parent-
teachermeetings.
Beingtheirfinalyearofpri-

mary school, Class 5marks a
crucialmilestone,justoneyear
away frommiddle school, the
bridge to secondary. Maths
waschosensinceit isasubject
that has traditionally chal-
lenged both students and ed-
ucators alike and these chal-
lenges, experts said, were
exacerbated during the lock-
down.
Especiallyforchildrenfrom

economicallyweakersections
andworking-classfamilies,the
demographic that constitutes
muchofClass5A,whodidnot
havereadyaccesstoscreende-
vicesor the Internet.
While Harish’s father is a

daily-wageworker,Siddharth’s
family is supported by his
mother's anganwadi job, and
Keerti’s fatherisafruitvendor.
Each of thembrings to the

classroomauniquesetofchal-
lenges which Sharma has to
grapplewith using a range of

tools: from innovative work-
sheets andquizzes todetailed
sessions with parents, all the
whileplayingteacher,counsel-
lorand,often,eventheirfriend.
Framing her challenge is

the CBSE Class 5 curriculum
thatprescribeswordproblems
involvingaddition,subtraction,
multiplication and division;
anglesanddegrees;perimeter
andarea;fractions;factorsand
multipleswith LCM andHCF;
measuringvolumeofcuboids;
expressing tenths and hun-
dredths indecimalpoints.
This is standard rubric for

Sharmawhohastaughtingov-
ernment schools for 10 years.
Butthistime,barelytwoweeks
before school, at full capacity,
beganonApril1, it looksscary
-- Class 5Awas nowhere near
ready for it.
Indeed, Sharma had con-

ducted a basic assessment of
all the children inmid-March
to understand where they
stood. This is what the report
card looked like:
CLASS 3 LEVEL: 20 of her

38 students were able to do
only simple division sums
which did not have remain-
ders. Two studentswere able
to do subtraction sums with
two-digit numbers though
theywere not able to do sim-
pledivision.Satisfactory.
CLASS 1 LEVEL: 14 stu-

dentswerenotabletosubtract
andwereput inthe10-99cat-
egory--thatis,theycouldonly
identify and count numbers
between10and99.Bleak.
PRE-SCHOOLLEVEL:One

student could only identify
numbers between 0 and 9,
whileHarishcouldnotevendo
that. He had to be categorised
as "beginner".Distressing.
This baseline, that Sharma

has to work with, was at the
heartoftheDelhiGovernment's
decision, when schools re-
opened in April, to devote the
first threemonths of Classes 3
to9to foundational learning--
calledMission Buniyad -- and
preparingtogetthestudentsto
grade level,workingontheas-
sumption thatmost children

wouldhavefallenbehind.
So, untilmid-June, all chil-

dreninthesegradeswill focus
on the basics of reading,writ-
ingandmaths.ForClass5Aand
Sharma, this is thewindow to
tryandmakeup for lost time.
She knows it's a long, hard

journey--eventhosesheiden-
tified as her brightest are not
upto theirgrade level.
“Before the pandemic, if

therewas a classwith40 chil-
dren, there would always be
four to five of themwhowere
weak but not that they didn't
know the numbers or the al-
phabet,” said Sharma. “That
has changed now. I suspect
that even by the end of the
year, despite all our efforts, at
least 30 per cent of the class
will not be able to grasp the
Class 5 syllabus. My aim is to
get the children to the next
gradewith aworking under-
standingof theseconcepts.”
With this realism temper-

ingherhope, shegets towork.
(Namesof childrenhavebeen

changed toprotect their identities)

A national math problem
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SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

DECLININGTOissuenoticeatthis
stage on a petition seeking steps
toprohibitforcedreligiousconver-
sions, theDelhiHighCourtFriday
grilled the petitioner, BJP leader
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, and
told him that data available on
WhatsApporsocialmediacannot
formthebasisof apetition.
The division bench of Justice

Sanjeev Sachdeva and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela said the plea
wouldrequireadetailedexamina-
tion to see whether it warrants
even issuanceof notice to the au-
thorities. “Why should we issue
notice?We have to first be satis-
fiedwiththepetition.This isape-
titionwhichcanhavesevereram-
ifications either way. There is no
basis, nodocumentation, not one
instance given by you,” said the
bench,whilelistingthematterfor
hearingon July25.
The court also said the laws

against forced conversions are al-
ready in place and asserted that
conversion, in general, is not pro-
hibited.“Itistherightofanindivid-
ual toprofessanyreligion, religion
of his birth or religion that he
choosestoprofess.Thatisthefree-
domoftheConstitution.Whatyou
are saying is somebody is being
forcedtoconvert.Whensomebody
is forced to convert, that is a sepa-

rateissue,” thebenchadded.
QuestioningUpadhyayondata,

thecourtsaidthepetitiondoesnot
mention any instances or provide
any statistics about the claims of
massconversions.Itaskedwhether
anybodyhascomeforwardtocom-
plain. “It is somebody saying this
hashappened.Has ithappenedor
not happened, something has to
come on record. You have given
three judgments…therest isyour
averment,”saidthecourt.
Upadhyay in the petition

claimedthatthesituationisalarm-
ing asmany “individuals and or-
ganisations”arecarryingoutmass
conversionsinruralareasoftheso-
ciallyandeconomicallyunderpriv-
ileged.Hesaidtheconversionsare
rootedin“asurgeofforeign-funded
international conversion cam-
paigns” and “unethical predatory
conversion strategies” are com-
monlyused.WhenUpadhyaysub-
mittedhehasdatafromsocialme-
dia, thecourtsaid, “Socialmedia is
notdata.Wehaveinstancesofpho-
tographsbeingmorphed.Somein-
cident being shown that look this
issomethingthathashappened, it
turns out that it has happened
somewhereinsomeothercountry
20 years ago and it is shownhap-
peningyesterdayortoday”.
The court further said that

newspapers, social media and
evenWhatsAppmay ormay not
contain facts, but they cannot be
thebasisof petitions.

Declines to issuenoticeonBJP leader’s
plea toprohibit forcedconversions

Individual has
right to profess
any religion: HC
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AFTER INSPECTING the Rohini
sewage treatment plant, Chief
Minister ArvindKejriwal Friday
said the AAP government is
working on increasing produc-
tion capacity by recharging
groundwatertoprovide24x7wa-
tersupplytoallhousesinDelhi.
He said the government is

workingonauniquemixofnat-
ural and scientific methods to
prevent sewage from flowing
into the Yamuna river, adding
thatwaterproductionlevelshave
increased from930MGDto990
MGD. “We are developing sev-
eral lakes alongside the Rohini
STP to treatwater and increase
thewater table levels,”hesaid.
Highlightingwater issuesbe-

tweenDelhiandHaryana,theCM
said,“Delhigetswaterfromneigh-
bouring states as per the allot-
ment made in the 90s by the
SupremeCourt;theamounthas-
n’t been increased ever since.
Delhi’s populationhas increased
fromlessthan1croreinthe90sto
2.5 crore now.We are trying to
augmentwaterproductioncapac-
itybothby implementingmeas-
ures internally and asking the

CentretoincreaseDelhi’sshareof
water coming from these states.
Wewillsupplytreatedwaterfrom
RohiniSTPtonearbylakes.”
“At the same time, we are

makingeffortstoimplementthe
most advancedwatermanage-
ment systems to increasewater
supply throughout Delhi using
internal sources,”headded.
He said they have inspected

the Rohini STP, which treats 15
MGDof wastewater every day.
“Aftertreatment,itwasearlierre-
leasedintotheYamuna.However,
nowthegovernmenthasdecided
tomakeitcleanerandimproveits
purity fromthe25:30 standards
andaddittotheunderconstruc-
tionRohinilake.Thiswillhelpin-
creasegroundwater levels.”
Thegovernmentisalsowork-

ingtoinstalltubewellsatseveral
places for extractingwater that
can be used for drinking. By
February 2023, thismechanism
willbe inplaceandoperational.
The government is exten-

sively working tomake Delhi a
‘City of Lakes’ and has planned
to revive 250water bodies and
23 lakes, including the one at
Rohini. Thepurposeof theproj-
ect is to create multiple water
reservoirstostopurbanflooding
andavoidchokeddrains.

Decomposed body
found hanging from
tree in JNU forest area

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

TWODAYSafter10men,includ-
ing a doctor, were arrested in
connectionwithakidneytrans-
plant racket in South Delhi, po-
lice arrested another doctor, Dr
Priyansh Sharma (34), who
works as a surgeon at a private
hospital inWestDelhi.
Police also found that three

arrested gangmembers — al-
legedmastermind Kuldeep Ray
(47),DrPriyansh,andDrSourabh
Mittal (37) — have links to a
Rajasthan-basedkidneyracket.
“Ray has worked as an OT

technician for over 20 years...
Three-fouryears ago,he came in
contactwiththeRajasthan-based
gang and he operated onmany
patients.Therecipientswerepay-
ing the gangRs 10-20 lakh for a
kidney and the operation. Soon,
he realisedhe couldmakemore
moneybystartinghisowngang.
HewaschargingRs20-25lakhper
operationnow,”saidanofficer.
OfficerssaidRaywasinspired

bytheBollywoodmovie,3Idiots,
and calls himself ‘Rancho’ be-
cause he felt he was a “gifted”
surgeon.“Raywasthe‘headsur-
geon’...hewouldtakearoundsix-
seven hours on one operation.
Duringquestioning,he revealed

thatoneoftheotherreasonswhy
he left the Rajasthan gangwas
becausetheleaderswouldoften
fightwith himovermoney and
criticised him for taking so long
onasurgery.Whenhestartedhis
owngang,heaskeddoctorstodo
the stitching to reduce time

while he took charge of the op-
eration,” saidanofficer.
Policesaidthegangoperated

outof ‘SriRamchandrahospital’,
which functioned out of a two-
storey house in Sonepat’s
Gohanaownedbyanothergang
member, Sonu Rohilla (37). The

Indian Express accessed video
footage of the hospital which
shows awell-maintained clinic
with OT rooms, medical sup-
plies,dialysismachines,patient-
care roomsandtesting labs.
Rohilla, a Class X dropout

whousedtoworkasanOTtech-

nicianathospitals inRohtak, al-
legedlyhelpedcarryoutthepro-
cedures here— despite not be-
ingaqualifieddoctor.Policesaid
heandRaysetupthehospital il-
legally and Ray had sourced
equipment,medicinesandsup-
plies frominandaroundDelhi.
The first doctorwhowas ar-

rested, SourabhMittal (37), an
anesthesiologist, also allegedly
worked for the Rajasthan gang
and was later offered a role in
Ray’sgang,saidasource.Hewas
allegedly being paid Rs 1.5-2.5
lakhforadministeringanaesthe-
siatopatientsatGohanaandex-
aminingmedical reports.
Police saidMittal, a graduate

from Maulana Azad Medical
College, works at BL Kapoor
Hospital.Themanagementfrom
BLKhospital issued a statement
saying: “It has been brought to
our attention that someperson-
nelworkingatBLK-MaxHospital
have been allegedly involved in
illegalsurgicalworkatahospital
inGohana...Wehave no knowl-
edgeof thisandareassistingau-
thorities intheir investigation.”
Police suspect Dr Priyansh

was also part of the Rajasthan
gang. DCP (South) BenitaMary
Jaikersaidhewasarrested from
Rohini on Friday and was al-
legedly assisting Ray with the
surgeries.

OnFriday,policewrotetothe
Medical Council of India to sus-
pend the licences of Dr Mittal
and Dr Priyansh and take strict
action against Rohilla who has
beenworkingillegallyasamed-
ical practitioner for over a
decade.Theyarenowlookingfor
those running the Rajasthan-
basedkidneysellingsyndicate.
Accordingtopolice,thegang

hasbeenoperatingforclosetoa
year and has allegedly trans-
planted over 14 kidneys in the
last six months — at least two
surgeries were performed by
thempermonth.Policesaid the
accusedwouldusuallyperform
the surgeries at night and keep
thehospitalshutduringtheday.
The gang had given specific

tasks toeachmember— ‘agents’
were tasked with looking for
“youngmen in their 20s; a lab
technicianMdLatif(amongthose
arrested)wouldhelpwithmed-
icaltests;andothersetof ‘agents’
would send patients to Gohana
where doctors and medical
workerswouldoperateonthem”.
“Members from the

Rajasthan racket had guided
Ray on keeping a low profile.
HeandRohilla toldus a few lo-
calshadbegunsuspectingtheir
activities... andtheywereplan-
ning to shift someplace else,”
said an officer.

Metro takes cognizance after woman
alleges sexual harassment at station

Defence
officer
targeted in
Gurgaon
snatching

ANOTHERDOCTORNABBED, TOTALARRESTSNOW11

INFERNO
Atransportgodowncaught fire intheSahibabad industrialarea,Fridaymorning.At least18fire tenderswererushedtothe
spotandtheblazewasbroughtundercontrol.While therewasdamagetoproperty,nobodywas injured.PraveenKhanna

GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

IN A bid to decongest theOuter
Ring Road area near Mukarba
Chowk, the Public Works
Department (PWD) is planning
to construct three underpasses
intheareaaswellasarampfrom
Badli junction to Haiderpur
Metrostation.
“Currently, at the Mukarba

ChowkjunctionandHaiderpur
Metro station, traffic remains
heavy throughout the day as
the section comes under the

Outer Ring Road and on the
Delhi-Haryanaborder,withve-
hicles from Delhi and nearby
areas using the road in large
numbers. With the construc-
tionof theseunderpasses, con-
gestionwill reduce. It will also
facilitate a smooth commute
for people travelling to and
from Rohini, Wazirabad,
AzadpurmarketandTransport
Nagar,” he said.
The underpasses will come

upbetweenBadliMor towards
the drain; Shalimar Bagh road
(Max Wali road) to Kanishka
Apartments turn; and from

Kanishka Apartments to
Maxwali road.Thethirdunder-
passwill be for non-motorised
vehicles.
“Two underpasses are for

motorised vehicles and one for
non-motorisedvehicles suchas
cycles, e-rickshaws and pedes-
trians,” said theofficial.
The two-lane underpasses

will be 50metres long and 7.5
metreswide.Itwillalsohave2.1-
metre-widefootpaths.Theroad
for non-motorised vehicleswill
be5.5metreswideandwillhave
a footpath.
The department will also

construct footpaths, a drainage
system, carry out landscaping,
and install road signages and
safety fixtures.
Thetotalcostof theprojectis

estimated tobeRs54crore.
The proposal was approved

by the Unified Traffic and
Transportation Infrastructure
Planning and Engineering
Centre (UTTIPEC) in2016.
“The project was to start in

2020 but was delayed by the
Covid-19 pandemic and finan-
cialapprovals. It isontracknow
and tenders have been floated
for construction of the under-

passes using box-pushing
technology,” saidaseniorPWD
official.
Underthebox-pushingtech-

nology, the box segments are
pushed with the help of hy-
draulicjacksinstalledattherear
endof thesegment. The jacking
reaction is obtained from the
pocket provided in the thrust
bedandrearwall.Thetechnique
has been used to create under-
ground space primarily for rails
and roads, car parking, water
pipelines, drainage, and pedes-
trianaccess.
ThePWDisalsoplanning to

constructa three-laneelevated
ramp alongside the Mukarba
Chowk flyover to provide
smooth connectivity to
National Highway-44, and
Karnal in Haryana. This pro-
posalwill soonbesubmittedto
UTTIPEC for approval.
Pre-construction work on

the underpasses, such as site
mapping, soil investigation,
and topographical survey, has
begun. Tenders have been
floatedandwork isexpectedto
start by July-August and the
tentativedeadline isSeptember
2023.

AT MUKARBA CHOWK

3 underpasses to help ease traffic on Outer Ring Road, deadline Sept 2023

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

AFTERA youngwomanwas al-
legedly sexually harassed at a
Metro station Thursday after-
noon, the DelhiMetro Railway
Corporation (DMRC) issued a
statement stating that it has
“takenup the issuewith the se-
curityagencies”concerned.CCTV
footagehas alreadybeen shared
withpolicewhoareactivelypur-
suingthecasefurther, itadded.
In a series of tweets, the

woman said shewas travelling
on the YellowLinewhen aman
approached her and asked for
help with an address. The
woman said she then got down
at a station andwhile she was
trying to book a cab from the

platform, theman approached
heragain.Hethenexposedhim-
self, shealleged.
Following her tweets, the

DMRC issued a statement on
Twitter emphasising its “zero-
toleranceforanyactamounting
to indecent behaviour and sex-
ualharassment”.
“... Inthecontextof therecent

incident...,wehavealreadytaken
up the issue with the security
agencies concerned.Delhi Police
has already taken cognizance of
thecomplaintandisinvestigating
the matter... The Delhi Metro
premises and trains are covered
byCCTVcameras atmultiple lo-
cations,”saidAnujDayal,Principal
Executive Director, Corporate
Communications,DMRC.
Policesaidofficersweresent

to her home and her statement

wasrecorded.“Sheranawayand
approached a policeman (CISF)
passing by, who directed her to
a CISF personnel and she was
taken to theCCTVcontrol room
where the incidentwas notice-
able. This incident came to the
notice of Delhi Police,when the
complainant posted... on social
media around midnight. She
was immediately approached
for contact details... A case has
been registered under applica-
ble IPC sections,” saidHarendra
Kumar Singh, DCP, Railways,
who is presently looking after
theworkofDCP,Metro.
Thewoman,however,alleged

that neither the “policeman on
the platform nor others in the
CCTVcontrolroomhelpedher”.
“Theentireincidentwascap-

turedoncamerabutwesawhim

getintoadifferenttrainandleave.
I asked them to do something
about it but instead they started
victimblamingmeandsaid that
I should’ve created a scene and
therewasnothing theycoulddo
since hehadmanaged to leave,”
sheclaimedinhertweet.
On this, a seniorDelhi Police

officersaidtheincidentwasnei-
ther reported by the com-
plainantnordidsecurityperson-
nel at the station escalate the
matter to them.
A senior Central Industrial

Security Force official said the
womanapproachedapersonnel
from the force, who helped her
identify the accused fromCCTV
footage. However, by that time
the accused had already fled.
Policesaidhewasseenboarding
a train towardsGurgaon.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON, JUNE3

TWOUNIDENTIFIEDmen on a
motorcycle snatched a senior
defence officer’s gold chain
while hewas out on amorning
stroll at Sector 45 on Thursday.
Thisisthethirdchain-snatching
incident by motorcycle-borne
snatchers intheEastzoneof the
city in thepastweek.
Accordingtopolice, the inci-

dent tookplacearound6.30am
whenthe42-year-oldseniorde-
fenceofficer,whoispostedatan
air force station in Punjab, was
walking in a service lane near
AmbedkarChowk.
Inthepolicecomplaint,hesaid

hehadcometohishouseonleave.
“OnThursdaymorning,Iwentfor
awalk.Afterwalking intheserv-
ice laneat Sector45 for5-7min-
utes,Iturnedtowardsthelanego-
ing towardsKanhai village. I had
walkedformorethan150metres
when aman came frombehind
and suddenly snatchedmygold
chain before he pushedmeand
rantowardshisaccomplice,who
waswaiting on amotorcycle on
thewrongside,”hesaid.
The official requesting

anonymity, said, “They drove
fromAmbedkarChowktowards
UnitechCyber Park. Themotor-
cycledriverkept the ignitionon
during the incident. I chased
them but theymanaged to es-
cape.”Policesaidthevictimsuf-
feredminorbruisesontheneck.
AnFIRwasregisteredagainst

the accused under IPC sections
379A (snatching) and34 (com-
mon intention) at Sector 40po-
lice station, saidpolice.

Hesaidthey inspectedtheRohiniSTP,whichtreats15MGD
ofwastewaterperday. Express

KULDEEPRAY
VISHVAKARAMA(47):
‘Kingpin’of thegangandan
OTtechnicianwhoallegedly
performedtheoperations

SONUROHILLA(37):
‘Owner’of the ‘hospital’ at
Gohanawherethey
allegedly transplanted
kidneys

DRSOURABH
MITTAL(37):Anaesthetist
ataprivatehospitalwho
allegedlyhelpedperform
the illegal transplantation

DRPRIYANSH
SHARMA(34):General
surgeonataprivatehospital
whoallegedlyassistedRay
insurgeries
SARVJEETJAILWAL(37):
Allegedlyscoutedfor

targets,usuallythepoorand
homeless,outsidetemples
andhospitalsandtookthem
tothemainaccused
SHAILESHPATEL(23):
Allegedlyscoutedfor
potential targets
MDLATIF(24):Workedas
a fieldboyataHauzKhas
lab,allegedlyhelpedwith
medical testsof victims
VIKAS(24):Allegedly

providedaccommodation
todonorsathisDDAflatand
transportationtoGohana
RANJITGUPTA(43):
Allegedlyprovidedfoodto
thevictimsat theflatand
broughtthemtoGohana

OMPRAKASH
SHARMA(48),MANOJ
TIWARI (36):OT
technicians,allegedly
helped intransplants

Policesaidtheaccusedallegedly targetedhomeless
peopleandillegallysold theirkidneys.Express

MEET THEGANG

Inspired by 3 Idiots character, kidney racket
kingpin started at similar gang in Rajasthan

BRIEFLY
HCreserves
judgmenton
EDpetition
againstJain
NewDelhi:TheHighCourt
Friday reserved its judg-
ment on the ED’s petition
against the trial court di-
rection permitting a
lawyer to remain present
at a distance during AAP
minister Satyendar Jain’s
questioning.

Expeditework
onWTPat
Tehkhand:
L-GtoMCD
NewDelhi: Inspecting the
Okhla waste-to-energy
plant Thursday evening,
newLieutenantGovernor
Vinai Kumar Saxena di-
rectedMCDofficialstoex-
pedite work on another
plant at South Delhi’s
Tehkhandandcompleteit
byAugust.

StStephen’s
admissions:
HCnoticeto
DU,UGC
NewDelhi: TheDelhiHigh
Court Friday issued a no-
ticetoDelhiUniversityand
the University Grants
Commission on the peti-
tion filed by St Stephen’s
College against the var-
sity’s letter that directed
it towithdraw the admis-
sionprospectusandadmit
general category students
to UG courses only
throughtheCUET.ENS

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,595 9,516
ICU BEDS 2,216 2,198

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
22,250

NOIDA
June 2 June3

Cases N/A N/A
Deaths N/A N/A
GURGAON
Cases 144 151
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 79
OXYGENSUPPORT 21
VENTILATORSUPPORT 0

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,07,982

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
June2 373 448 2 20,195
June3 345 389 0 18,334
Total 1,446* 18,80,324 26,212 3,85,86,396
*Total active cases inDelhi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

AHIGHLYdecomposedbodyof
amanwas foundhanging from
a tree in the jungle area of
Jawaharlal Nehru University.
Police said the man, whose
identity was yet to be ascer-
tained, was possibly aged be-
tween40and45years.
DCP (Southwest) Manoj C

said the incident came to light
on Friday after they received a
PCR call around 6.30 pm, in-
forming them of the incident.
“On receiving the call, a police
teamvisitedthespotandfound
thebody...,” he said.
The DCP said the district

crime team and forensic team
have been called to the spot for
examination.“Thebodyisyetto
be identified. Inquest proceed-
ings have been initiated,” he
added.
Whencontacted, JNURector

AjayDubeysaid,“Itisanuniden-
tified body. There have been no
missing reports from JNU over
the last 20 days. Police are col-
lecting forensic evidence. The
body seems to be of a person
agedbetween40-50years.”
Anofficialwhodidnotwish

to benamed said the bodywas
found deep inside the jungle
near the university’s Yamuna
Hostel. “Some students com-
plained to the security about
the stench, after which guards
went and checked and found
the body. It was very deep in-
side the jungle and not easily
accessible.”
“Wedon’tbelieve it is some-

bodyfromJNUbecausewehave
had nomissing complaint re-
cently and the body seems to
have been there for at least 20
days, according towhat the po-
lice said. Also, the route to the
place, where the body was
found,frominsidetheuniversity
isverylongandcomplicated,but
it is close to the boundarywall
that opens towards the main
road on Baba Gang NathMarg.
Wewill only knowmore once
police conduct their probe,” the
official said.

Police said theman,
whose identitywasyet
tobeascertained,was
possiblyagedbetween
40and45years

Boosting Delhi’s
groundwater level
to ensure 24x7
supply to all: CM

THEPROJECT

■2formotorisedvehicles
■onefornon-motorised
vehiclessuchascycles
ande-rickshawand
forpedestrians

Estimateddateof
completion:Sept2023

COST
`54.10
CR3underpassesatMukarbaChowk

Outer
Ring
Road

MaxWali
Road

KANISHKA
APARTMENTS

Workexpectedto
startby July-August
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By Voice of Healthcare -May 25, 2022

VOICE of Healthcare (VOH) organised the 6th
International Conference on ‘Digital Health-
care 2022’, an annual VOH event that was

powered by CrelioHealth this year at the Jio
World Convention Centre in Mumbai.

The occasion witnessed a series of panel discus-
sions that seeked to deep-dive into a diverse range
of topics under the central theme of ‘Tech Enabling
The Future Of Healthcare’.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation
from delegates who asked urgent questions to the
panellists, eliciting insightful responses from the
stellar galaxy of speakers.

LEADER EXCERPTS
Dr Naveen Nishchal (Chairman, VOH and Co-
Founder, Meddo Health) drew everyone’s atten-
tion to the emergent need for the advancement
and integration of emerging technologies within
healthcare for enhancing affordability, accessibil-
ity and availability of health services throughout
the country.

Dr. Lai Ching-te (Vice President-Taiwan) set the
global tone for the multi-national event by
stating that “India is important to Taiwan
both for bilateral cooperation and as a
like-minded partner in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. Going forward, we will strengthen
exchanges with India in areas including
trade, healthcare, technology and educa-
tion, deepening the relationship between
our countries, for the benefit of both our
people”

He was joined by other luminaries such as
Thomas Schlitt & Christian Grosser (Messe Düssel-
dorf), Rajiv Nath (AIMED & HMD), Sagi Itcher (Con-
sul General, Israel, Mumbai), Diedrah Kelly (Con-
sul General, Canada), Shri Rajesh Tope (Public
Health Minister, Maharashtra), Dr. Po-Chang, Lee
(DG, NHIA, MOHW, Taiwan), Peter Truswell (Con-
sul General, Australia, Mumbai) ,Dr Minnie Bod-
hanwala (Wadia Hospitals) and Sanjay Jha.

The two day program offered the larger health-
care community a unique window and opportu-
nity to reimagine and reinvent itself with the
power of tech and digital thought leadership,
knowledge exchange and multi-level net-
working.

Shri Rajesh Tope raised the strategic narrative
by adding, “The continuing transformation in the
space of digital healthcare will ensure that more
patients from tier 2 and tier 3 cities get the same
high quality care and support as those in big
cities.”

Diedrah Kelly elaborated on the strong ties
Canada and India shares in the space of Health-

care, and their shared interest in expanding the
same at the global level. Sagi Itcher underscored
the importance of digital healthcare in day to day
lives in this era, taking the example of Wearable
Health Devices. He further encouraged India - Is-
rael collaborations for Indian Healthcare Manufac-
turers for expanding into Israel and vice versa. Dr.
Po-Chang, Lee, sharing Taiwan’s experiences with
the world while delivering an eloquent presenta-
tion on the state of Digital Healthcare in Taiwan.

POWER PANELS
The two day-long conference featured Panel Dis-
cussions that featured an inclusive umbrella of
topic categories, and brought the proceedings alive
with dynamic deliberations and insightful to-and-
fros. Some of the themes under the spotlight were:
The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission; Med-
ical Device Innovation; Connected Health;
Emergency Care; Nursing Excellence;Trans-
formation Of Indian Labs; India As A Hub Of
Diagnostic Solutions; Future Of Diagnostics
and Future Of Supply Chain, among others.

In the panel discussion on Creating Digital
Healthcare Ecosystem that also witnessed participa-
tion from Wadia Hospitals, PD Hinduja Hospital,
Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital and MJN
Medical College - Dr. J L Meena (NHA, GOI) shared,
“We are planning to incentivise hospitals that have
already adopted the digital means.At the national
level, we are also planning to include the digital
healthcare system in the curriculum of MBBS, BDS,
Nursing and allied health professionals so that they
are better aware going forward.”

The panel discussion on ‘Medical Device Inno-
vation In Digital Era of Healthcare’ con-
cluded on the consensus that the existing ecosys-
tem poses challenges to ethical manufacturers and
ethical healthcare providers in India, noting that
the recent policy on medical devices does not men-
tion solutions to achieve affordability. Experts from
AIMED & HMD, Innovation Imaging Technologies,
Accurex, NCKU-Taiwan, Insight Medical Solutions,
EPED and Collateral Medical participated in this
panel.

Akhil Ganatra (Clancy Global) delivered a pre-

sentation on Project Delivery with BIM for
Healthcare.

This was followed a session that explored the
power of leveraging ‘Connected Health for
Smart Future’ where the focus was on leveraging
public private partnerships in the space of digital
Health to democratize good health, as well as the
role of telemedicine in reducing healthcare chal-
lenges. Prominent experts from Healthassure,
Omni Hospitals, Salucro, BestDoc, Trizone Health-
care Consultants along with EBM technologies and
IQVIA participated in this panel.

The panel on the criticality of ‘Emergency
Care at the Golden Hour’ shifted the discourse
to the realm of emergency care. It was supported by
Stanplus, a fast growing enterprise that is catalyz-
ing professional medical care through quicker and
better emergency and medical transport solutions.
Prabhdeep Singh of Stanplus called for the creation
of a more updated and efficient system for faster
delivery of care at the golden hour. Experts from
Yashoda Hospitals, Medicover Hospitals, AIMS,
ACRO Biomedical and ECOVIS RKCA amplified the
conversation.

The panel discussion on ‘Nursing Excellence
For Achieving Better Patient Outcomes’
powerfully delivered the message of equal inclu-
sion of nursing professionals in the creation of new
and expedient digital health technologies. Nursing
leaders from Continental Hospitals, Sir H.N Re-
liance Foundation Hospital, Jaslok Hospital, , Sheth
L.G.Gen.Hospital, Breach Candy Hospital and
NCKUH-Taiwan, participated in this panel.

Amongst the core focus areas of this seminal,
two day Conference was the spate of innovations
happening in the Indian Diagnostics space (es-
pecially in the wake of the pandemic), and the un-
mistakable ascension of India as a global diagnos-
tics superhub.

Indian Actor and Co-Founder of Ketto, Kunal
Kapoor, marked his presence with a reflective Fire-
side Chat with Dr Naveen Nishchal. He shared
proprietary insights and learnings on how Ketto has
been impacting lives through the means of crowd-
funding for various causes, including healthcare.

The panel on ‘Patient Centric Transforma-
tion of Indian Labs’ underlined that top quality

seamless patient experience were the top-most pri-
orities for Indian labs.This panel attracted participa-
tion from Indira IVF Group, Pathkind Diagnostics,
mfine, Aarthi Scans & Labs and Praxis Global Al-
liance.

The panel examining ‘Advancement Of India
As A Hub Of Diagnostic Solutions’ high-
lighted the role of Public Private Partnership in de-
veloping the Diagnostics sector all across India.The
narrative also attempted to explore feasibilities of
bringing in ‘Clinical IT’- which is the ability to in-
terpret results from various parts of diagnostics
within a setup. This panel witnessed participation
from Dr. Lal PathLabs, Krsnaa Diagnostics, Roche,
Beckman Coulter, Redcliffe Labs, NASSCOM and
CrelioHealth. CrelioHealth – the POWERED-BY
partner for the Conference - offers solutions for di-
agnostic labs, personalized patient experiences,
improved TAT & cost optimization for patients.

The panel discussion deliberating on ‘The Fu-
ture Of Diagnostics’ scrutinized the affordabil-
ity of genomics, and the role IT and Innovation is
playing as the ‘Principal Game Changer’ for the
healthcare industry. This panel saw participation
from Metropolis Healthcare, MedGenome, SRL Di-
agnostics, Mylab Discovery Solutions, CrelioHealth,
aetherAI and Haystack Analytics.

The two day event concluded with the panel dis-
cussion exploring ‘The Future Of Supply Chain
For Indian Diagnostics Sector’ which empha-
sised that while there exists a lot of healthcare
data in the system, it was not backed up with suffi-
cient analytical and digital management tools –
severely compromising our ability to mine that
data for constructive information and actionable
outcomes. This discussion saw participation from
Metropolis Healthcare, MyLab Discovery Solutions,
Dr DRG Labs, Aspira Pathlab, Sahyadri Speciality
Labs and CrelioHealth.

GLOBAL FORCES
An honourable assemblage of distinguished Inter-
national Partners lent shape, conviction and mo-
mentum to this grand, multi-dimensional knowl-
edge cum networking event in Mumbai.They were
National Cheng Kung University Hospital (Taiwan)
and Country Partners Israel Economic and Trade
Mission Mumbai andAustralian Consulate-General
Mumbai.This event was supportedWadia Hospitals
and trusted by Apollo Hospitals, with Redcliffe Labs
and Medgenome as associate partners. Stanplus
was the session partner, while Trizone Healthcare
Consultants. Chitkara University and DY Patil Univer-
sity were the academic partners.

Issued in Public Interest by
Digital Healthcare
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OUT OF FAVOUR
WITHBY-POLLStofourAssemblyseatsscheduledforJune23,
thepolitical climate isheatingup inTripura. Curiosity is also
growingoverhowtheBJPplans touse theservicesof former
Chief Minister Biplab Deb. After being removed as the CM,
Debstartedtouringthestateextensively,participatinginparty
programmes amid suspense over the BJP’s state unit head.
But towardstheendofMay,hewentquiet,withthenewCM
ManikSahaindicatingthathewillcontinuetohandlethepost
of party chief as well. The party has also appointed Kailash
Vijayvargiya, Assamminister Ashok Singhal and Himanta
Biswa Sarma’s political secretary JayantaMalla Baruah as
‘prabharis’ forTripura.

TREK RECORD
IN AN unusual move, Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar trekked to a polling station a remote village of
Uttarakhand's Chamoli district on Friday. Kumar, who took
chargeastheCECinMay,saidhechosetovisitthepollingsta-
tion in Dumak village to motivate poll workers who take
around three days to reach the area ahead of every election.
“Leading theway, Kumar trekked for 18 kms through inac-
cessible terrain to visit polling station in Dumak village in
Chamoli,Uttarakhand,” theECI tweeted.

FILM FESTIVAL
OFFICIALS AT theMinistry of Information and Broadcasting
arepreparingforafilmfestivaltobeheldinSrinagarbetween
June15-20.ItislearntthatI&BSecretaryApurvaChandrahim-
self isverykeenaboutthefestival,whichisbeingorganisedfor
the first time. Apart from showingmovies based on J&K, or
shotintheUnionTerritory,anddocumentaries,theofficialsare
alsoplanningtoholdsomespecialscreeningsbytheDalLake
oronhouseboats.

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

RSS CHIEF Mohan Bhagwat
packed severalmessages in one
address before a gathering of
swayamsevaks in Nagpur
Thursday. He supported the
Hindu claimover theGyanvapi
MosqueinVaranasiongroundsof
both“issuesof faith”and“histor-
ical facts”, but emphasised that
theSanghdoesnotsupportclaims
fromacrossthecountryregarding
numeroushistorical sites.He re-
peated that Islamcame to India
via “invaders”, but stressed that
the followers of the faith in the
countrywere“notoutsiders”.

Speaking on the Kashi
Vishwanath-GyanvapiMosque
controversy for the first time,
Bhagwat said the row had
started years ago, for which no
oneinthepresent,oneitherside,
couldbeheld responsible. “One
should not raise a new issue
every day.Why escalate fights?
Regarding Gyanvapi, our faith
has been there for generations.
What we are doing is fine. But
why look for a Shivling in every
mosque?”hehadsaid.
In the case of Gyanvapi, the

petitioners on the Hindu side
haveclaimedthatavideographic
surveyorderedby thecourthas
discovered a shivling inside the
mosque.Thematter is incourt.

The gathering addressed by
theRSSchief includedmorethan
700 swayamsevaks selected
from across the country gath-
ered for a training programme
thatbeganonMay9.
Bhagwat reinforced the line

that the BJP too has adopted in
the wake of a series of court
cases on disputes similar to
Kashi:thattheserows,including
Gyanvapi, should be settled by
courts or mutual consent, and

that there would be no cam-
paignoragitationby theSangh.
“Itwasaverycleverwarning

tohardliners that are seeking to
raise disputes regarding every
othermonumentormosque.At
the same time, the
Sarsanghachalak extended the
organisation'smoral support to
theGyanvapiissue,”aseniorBJP
leader whoworks closely with
theRSSsaid.
The leader added that the

messagewas significant as “it’s
a fact thatmany Islamicmonu-
mentswerebuiltafterdemolish-
ing temples or Hindu places of
worship”. “But, as he said, that
doesn’t mean that every place
can be claimed, and today's

Muslimscannotbeheldrespon-
sible for it.”
While the BJP's critics may

call ita“changeofstance”,party
leaders said the “context” had
changed — from being an
Opposition party fighting
againstCongressdominance,the
BJPwasnowthedominantforce.
As an Opposition party, the BJP
could demand that the govern-
mentinpowersettledisputesor
express disapproval of a court
verdict or thegovernment’s de-
cisions, citingpublic sentiment.
But,asthepartyinpower, itwas
on theBJPnowto resolve sensi-
tive disputes,while the govern-
ment had its own set of obliga-
tions, with its actions open to

scrutiny inside and outside the
country.Hence,theleaderssaid,
thegovernmenthas toact fairly
and through Constitutional
means evenwhile pushing the
BJP's agenda.
However,aBJPleaderpointed

out,thisdidnotmeanthateither
the party or the RSS will stop
pushing for amendments to the
Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991, which
freezes status quo on places of
worship as they existed on
August 15, 1947. “That demand
remains.Itwon'tbefromtheBJP
or the RSS, it reflects the senti-
mentsof theHindumajority.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE3

THE BJP inMaharashtra Friday
refused to withdraw its third
candidate for the June 10 Rajya
Sabhapolls, settingthestagefor
a contestwith the Shiv Sena for
thesixthseat.Thedevelopment
is also a setback for the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment, which was hoping to
avoidacontest in theelections.
OnFriday,thelastdayofwith-

drawing nominations, none of
thesevencandidatesinthefray–
fouroftheMVAandthreeofBJP–
withdrewtheirnomination.
Thiswill be for the first time

inmore than two decades that
the statewill see election to the
UpperHouse of the Parliament.
Thelastsuchelectionwasin1998,
where the Congress candidate
RamPradhanhadlostdespitethe
partyhavingenoughnumbersin
its favour. In 1998, the election
washeld as per the secret ballot
system,while this time the vot-
ers(MLAs)willhavetoshowtheir
vote to the party whip before
droppingit intotheballotbox.
The BJP has fielded Union

MinisterPiyushGoyal,AnilBonde
and former MP Dhananjay
Mahadik,while Senahas put up
twocandidates–SanjayRautand
Sanjay Pawar. The NCP has
renominated Praful Patel, while
Congress has fielded Imran
Pratapgarhi.Thefightforthesixth
seat is between BJP's Mahadik
andSena'sSanjayPawar.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) has issued fresh summons
to Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
askinghimtoappearbefore the
agencyonJune13inconnection
with amoney laundering case
related to the National Herald
newspaper.
The Congress had on

Wednesday said that the ED
summoned its president Sonia
GandhiandRahulGandhitoap-
pearbefore iton June8.
Thepartysaidthesummons

was received “just a few days
ago” and Soniawould “100 per
cent” appear before the ED. “If
RahulGandhi ishere…thenhe
will also go. Otherwise, wewill
seek some time,” said Congress
spokespersonAbhishekSinghvi.
RahulGandhi isyettoreturn

to the country after a trip to
London.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

THECENTREonFridaywrote to
five states — Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
andTelangana—askingthemto
“maintain strictwatch and take
pre-emptive action” to control
thespreadofCovid-19.Therehas
beenan increase in thenumber
of Covid-19 cases andpositivity
rate reported over the last one
week, driven by an increase in
these five states, said the letter
written to thesestatesbyUnion
healthsecretaryRajeshBhushan.
Thestateshavebeenaskedto

ensureCovid-19appropriatebe-
haviour,monitoring clusters of
Covid-19cases,adequatetesting,
monitoringcasesofinfluenzalike
illnesses in health facilities, and
genomic sequencingof samples
frominternationaltravellers,from
sentinelsites,andlocalclusters.
The number of Covid-19

cases reported across the coun-
tryincreasedfrom15,708during

theweek ending onMay 27 to
21,055 during theweek ending
on June 3. The positivity rate –
proportionofsamplestestedthat
returnpositive– increased from
0.52percentto0.73percentdur-
ingtheperiod.
“Thereareafewstateswhich

arereportingahighercontribu-
tion to India’s cases indicating
the possibility of a localised
spread of infection. There is,
therefore, a need to follow risk-
assessment-based approach on
publichealthresponseswithout
losing gainsmade so far in the
fightagainstthepandemic,” the
letter read.
Kerala accounted for 31.14%

ofthenewcasesreportedacross
Indiaduringtheweekendingon
June 3,Maharashtra accounted
for 23.19%, Karnataka 6.87%,
TamilNadu3.13%,andTelangana
1.78%, asper the letter.
There was a small surge in

April as well, drivenmainly by
theincreaseincasesinDelhiand
neighbouring districts of Uttar
PradeshandHaryana.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, JUNE3

A SESSIONS court in Gujarat’s
Mehsana district Friday barred
VadgamMLAJigneshMevaniand
nineothersfromleavingthestate
without its permission while
granting thembail inacaseover
carryingoutamarchin2017.
Themarch—AzadiKooch—

was carried out byMevani and
his associates fromMehsana to
DhaneraofBanaskanthadistrict
onJuly12,2017tomarkoneyear
of public flogging of a group of

Dalits in Una that had led to a
largescaleagitation in thestate.
The court admitted the ap-

peal byMevani andnine others
thatchallengedtheirconviction
byamagisterialcourtforunlaw-
ful assembly and carrying out
the march. This verdict had
comeonMay5 lastmonth.
Thecourthadawardedthem

three months’ imprisonment
and fineof Rs1,000each.At the
time of judgment, the court
grantedthemamonth’s timeto
moveanappealbeforeappellate
courtasper law.
Defence lawyer Mahesh

Gurjar said: “We have moved
appeal against theorderof con-
victionandthecourthasadmit-
tedthesamewhilegrantingthe
10 conditional bail. As per the
conditions, they cannot leave
Gujaratlimitswithoutcourtper-
mission.Theyhavealsobeenor-
dered to submit their passports
to thecourt.”

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BHUBANESWAR, JUNE3

THERULINGBJDinOdishaFriday
registered a landslide victory in
the Brajrajnagar Assembly by-
poll, with its candidate Alaka
Mohantywinningbyamarginof
66,122votes, pushing theoppo-
sitionBJPtothethirdpositionfor
thefirst timesince2019.
Intheby-election,heldahead

of the 2024 simultaneous gen-
eral election and state polls,
Mohanty secured 93,953 votes
to defeat her nearest rival
Congress veteran Kishore Patel,
who bagged 27,831 votes. BJP
candidate Radharani Panda, a
former Brajrajnagar MLA, se-
cured 22,630 votes and lost her
deposit,accordingtotheElection
Commission.
Mohantywontheseatriding

thecrestofasympathywaveaf-
ter the unitimely death of her
MLAhusbandKishoreMohanty.
TheBrajrajnagarby-pollmar-

gin is the highest in all the by-
polls held in Odisha since 2019.
AccordingtotheEC,theBJDcan-
didate secured 61.25 per cent
vote,Congress18.14percentand
BJP got 14.75 per cent, which is
less thanonesixthof thevotes.

ASSEMBLYBYPOLLS

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
DEHRADUN,JUNE3

UTTARAKHANDCHIEFMinister
Pushkar Singh Dhami Friday
won the bypoll to the
Champawat Assembly seat, de-
feating Congress’s Nirmala
Gahtori by a record margin of
morethan55,000votestoretain
hisoffice.
The bypollwas held onMay

31, with over 64 per cent of the
electoratecasting theirvotes.
Dhamigarnered58,258votes

againstGahtori’s3,233,winning
by a record margin of 55,025
votes, election officials in
Champawatsaid.Gahtorilosther
deposit, theysaid.

Dhamihadtocontesttheby-
poll tobecomeamemberof the
Assembly, a constitutional re-
quirementheneededto fulfil to
remain ChiefMinister after los-
ing from Khatima in the state
pollsheld inFebruary.
Though chief ministers of

Uttarakhandwhocontestedby-
polls never lost, this is thehigh-
estmarginwithwhich one has
wonaby-election in thestate.
Dhami has overtaken the

record of Vijay Bahuguna, who
hadwonabypoll fromSitarganj
on a Congress ticket in 2012 by
40,000votes.
Dhami had lost to Bhuvan

ChandraKapriof theCongressin
Khatima, a seat he hadwon in
2012and2017Assemblypolls.

AgricultureMinisterGanesh JoshicelebratesChiefMinister
Dhami’swinfromChampawat, inDehradunonFriday.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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SENIOR CONGRESS leader P
Chidambaram,formerCongress
leader Kapil Sibal, RLD chief
Jayant Chaudhary, RJD’s Misa
Bharti, BJD’s Sasmit Patra and
YSRCP'sVVijayasai Reddywere
among the 41 candidates from
11 stateswhowere elected un-
opposed to the Rajya Sabha on
Friday.As the last date forwith-
drawalofcandidaturesended,it
became clear that Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Haryanawillwitnesshigh-stake
electionson June10.
Biennial elections are being

heldtofill57seatsinRajyaSabha

across15states.
The entry of media baron

Kartikeya Sharma as the third
candidate for the two seats in
Haryana, and Subhash Chandra
— the founder of ZeeMedia – as
anindependentwiththesupport
oftheBJPasthefifthcandidatefor
the four seats in Rajasthan has
forcedelectionsinboththestates.
In Karnataka, the ruling BJP,

theCongress and the JD(S) have
put up candidates for the fourth
seat,necessitatinganelection.The
BJPhas fielded three candidates,
the Congress two and the JD(S)
oneforthefourseatsinKarnataka.
In Maharashtra, too, there are
sevencandidatesinfrayforthesix
seatswhichhavefallenvacant.
Of the 41 candidates who

won unopposed, 11 are from
Uttar Pradesh – eight from the
BJP, one each from SP and RLD

and Sibal, an independent
backedby theSamajwadi Party.
The Samajwadi Party candidate
was former Rajya Sabha MP
Javed Ali Khan. The RLD candi-
datewas its chief Chaudhary.
ThosefromtheBJPwhowon

include former state unit chief
Laxmikant Bajpai and national
OBCmorchachief KLaxman.
Congress’s Chidambaram

was among the six candidates
who won from Tamil Nadu.
ThoseelectedfromBiharareRJD
supremo Lalu Yadav's daughter
Misa Bharti and her party col-
league Faiyaz Ahmed, JD(U)'s
Khiru Mahto and BJP's Satish
Chandra Dubey and Shambhu
Sharan Patel. Senior Congress
leader Rajeev Shukla and AICC

secretaryRanjeetaRanjanwere
elected fromChhattisgarh.
Congress leader Vivek

Tankha and the BJP's Sumitra
ValmikiandKavitaPatidarwere
elected fromMadhya Pradesh.
The twonominees of the ruling
TRS won unopposed in
Telangana. InOdisha, the ruling
BJD'sthreecandidatesincluding
Patrawonunopposed.
Fourcandidatesof theruling

YSRCP,inlcudingReddy,werede-
claredelectedinAndhraPradesh.
In Jharkhand, ruling JMM's
Mahua Maji and BJP's Aditya
Sahuwere declared elected un-
opposed.InPunjab,twoAAPcan-
didateswereelectedunopposed.
InUttarakhand, the lonewinner
wastheBJP’sKalpanaSaini.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE3

THE CONGRESS Friday regis-
teredaresoundingvictoryinthe
by-election to the Thrikkakara
Assembly constituency in
Kerala’sErnakulamdistrict, giv-
ingajolttotherulingCPI(M)-led
LeftDemocratic Front (LDF).
Congress nominee Uma

Thomas, the wife of late party
legislator P T Thomas, won the
seatwhichherhusbandhadrep-
resented since 2016, defeating
the CPI(M) candidate Dr Jo
Josephbyover25,000votes.
Uma’s victorymargin is the

highesteversincetheformation
of the constituency in 2011.Her
late husband hadwon the seat,
a traditional Congress strong-
hold,by14,300votesinthe2021
Assemblypolls.

In Kerala, by-elections are
generally won by the ruling
front. However, Thrikkakara, an
urban constitueny, has bucked

the trendthis time.
Thevictorywasalsoa“do-or-

diebattle”forthestateCongress,
ledby Leader of OppositionVD
Satheesanandstateunit chief K
Sudhakaran. The duo ensured
that the traditional Christian
votes remainwith theCongress
despite the retirementof senior
leaders.
The CPI(M) had hoped the

constituency's urban voters
wouldsupport itsdevelopment
agenda, at the heart of which is
the proposed semi-high speed
railcorridororK-Railproject.As
the line would pass through
Thrikkakara,allpoliticalparties,
sought toproject thebypoll asa
referendumontheproject.
But despite the loss, the

CPI(M) state secretary Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan Friday said the
projectwillgoaheadifKeralare-
ceives permission from the
Uniongovernment.

Kerala: Bypoll deals a blow to
CPM, boosts a flailing Congress

Cong’sUmaThomas in
KochionFriday.PTI

Cases creep up, govt
writes to five states:
Maintain strict watch

For first time
in two decades,
Maharashtra to
witness poll
for an RS seat

National Herald
case: ED asks
Rahul to appear
on June 13

Odisha: BJD
landslide,
BJP slips to
third place

Uttarakhand: CM Dhami
wins by record margin

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THEMINISTRY of Home Affairs
Fridaygranted‘Z’categorysecu-
rity toAkalTakht JathedarGiani
HarpreetSingh—whodeclined
theoffersayingitwouldcomein
thewayofhisworkasareligious
leader.
The Jathedarwasoneof 424

people —including singer and
Congress politician Sidhu
Moosewala —whose security
wasprunedby theAAPgovern-
mentinPunjabonMay28.Even
thoughitwas later restored, the
Jathedar refused toaccept it.
Moosewala was shot down

after thesecuritywas trimmed.
HomeMinistry officials in

Delhisaidthedecisiontoaccord
the Z-category security, the
country’s secondhighest, to the
Sikh religious leaderwas taken
in view of an enhanced threat
perception.
“Zcategorysecurityhasbeen

provided to Jathedar of Akal
TakhtGianiHarpreetSingh.The
CRPF (Central Reserve Police
Force) commandos will be in
chargeofhissecurity,”anofficial
saidearlier in theday.
Hours later, the religious

leader said that he had come to
know about the decision
throughnewsreports.
He said: “I am thankful to

union government for showing
concern. I respect sentimentsof
government.But I request them
to takeback thisdecision.”

Singh said that being the
Jathedar, his area of work is to
propagate the Sikh religion, it
principlesandtenetsandthathe
has to travelwithin andoutside
thecountry for thepurpose.
TheAkalTakht is thehighest

temporal seat of Sikhs, and
Jathedar is its appointedhead.
“I visit different states and

countries where I meet with
common Sikhs. Sometimes, I
also stay at their homes. So the
security will affect my interac-
tionwith the Sikh community,”
hesaid.
A‘Z’categoryprotecteeisse-

cured by about 16-20 armed
CRPF commandoswho are de-
ployedround-the-clockinshifts.
Before the withdrawal, the

Punjab government had de-
ployed six personnel — three
each from Bathinda police and
theIndiaReserveBattalion—for
thecommunityleader’ssecurity.
OnFriday,anAAPspokesper-

son said: “Wewelcome the de-
cisionof theUniongovernment
to provide security to the Akal
Takht Jathedar.”

Centre gives Akal
Takht Jathedar
‘Z’ category cover,
he turns it down

GianiHarpreetSingh

41 elected unopposed to RS; Sibal,
Chidambaram, Jayant among them

RSSchief
Mohan
Bhagwat

Vadgam
MLA
Jignesh
Mevani

Between lines, the messages in Bhagwat’s Gyanvapi speech

Mevani gets bail in 2017 case, can’t leave
Gujarat without permission from court

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

ADAYafter the Centre said that
it will soon release a “robust
framework” to ensure strict
compliance of its 2017 guide-
lines, which bars charging for
servicebyhotelsandrestaurants,
Union Minister of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution Piyush Goyal said
thatrestaurantscannotaskcus-
tomers topayhiddencharges.
Addressing a press confer-

ence, Goyal said, “You [restau-
rants] can raise wages of your
workersbyraisingrates.Thereis
no bar on that.Wewouldwel-
come it if they raise their em-
ployees’wages. They are free to
increase thewages of their em-
ployees and they are free to
chargeanyrate.”
“Par chhal se chhupa hua ek

rateaurwobhikuchchargekarte
hainkuchhnahinkartehai...to lo-
gon ko kaise maloom padega ki
kyarealpricehai. (But[theycan-
not charge]ahiddenratebyde-
ceit, that too, some of them
charge and others don’t. In this
situation,howwillpeopleknow
what the real price is?),” Goyal
said, in response toaquery.
Goyal’sremarkscameadayaf-

tertheDepartmentofConsumer
Affairs held a meeting with
restaurantassociations, inwhich
representatives of restaurant
owners' association stood their
ground on the issue of service
chargeandsaidcollectingservice
chargeisneitherillegalnorinvio-
lation of law. However, the
Consumer Affairs Department
saidthatitwillsoonreleasea“ro-
bust framework” to ensure strict
complianceofits2017guidelines,
whichbarschargingforserviceby
hotelsandrestaurants.

Eateries can hike rates,
shouldn’t charge more
through deceit: Goyal

Clockwise:Kapil Sibal,
JayantChaudhary,Misa
Bharti,PChidambaram

New Delhi
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Office- Chairman and Administrator, Greater Sharda Sahayak
Command Area Development

Authority/Project, 23C, Gokhale Marg, Lucknow-226010, U.P.
Letter- 110/AGR./SNP-III/E-Tender/Batch-I/2022-23 dated 02.06.2022

Short Term Notice for Inviting e-Tender (NIT)
The tender is invited in the Financial Year 2022-23 on http://etender.up.nic.in, for On-Farm Development
works under scheme Command Area Development and Water Management (CADWM) for the work
relating to the construction of R.C.C. Lined Channel, Unlined channel, R.C.C. Water controlling structures
works. The bid is invited from registered contractors/firms/companies in Irrigation Department
U.P./UPPWD/ U.P. Jal Nigam/U.P. Rural Engineering Department/U.P. Project Corporation Limited/U.P.
Urban Local Body/Development Authority of U.P./CPWD from 07.06.2022, 9:00 a.m. to 15.06.2022 till
5:00 pm. Technical bid will be opened online at 23C, Gokhale Marg, Lucknow on dated 16.06.2022 at
12:00 O’ Clock in the presence of the Tenderers/their authorized representative and tender committee. If
the office is closed due to any reason the tender will be opened on the next working day at the same time.
Tender is invited for On Farm Development works (CADWM) in 07 districts of Uttar Pradesh in 15
packages/ lots:

S.
No.

District Tender
Invitation

Lot
No.

BSA
unit

CCA
(in ha.)

Unlined
Channel
(in m.)

R.C.C.
Lined

Channel
(in m.)

Water
Controling
Structures

(in no.)

Estimated
Amount

With GST
(Rs. In
lakhs)

Earnest
Money
Deposit
(Rs. In
lakhs)

Cost of
Tender
Form

including
18% GST
(in Rs.)

Category
of

contractor

Time
period to
complete

work

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

1 Shravasti IIIrd 01 Shravasti 232.00 17532.00 1987.00 45 57.359 1.15 2360/-

Class-B or
Above

12
Months

2

Gonda

IInd 11 Gonda-II 177.55 7600.00 1487.92 51 44.154 0.90 2360/-

3 IInd 12 Gonda-IV 355.00 18950.00 2995.38 78 88.339 1.78 2360/-

4 IInd 13 Gonda-V 298.62 20145.00 2134.00 72 66.884 1.41 2360/-

5

Balrampur

IIIrd 02 Balrampur-
II

255.00 16862.00 1873.00 87 63.138 1.26 2360/-

6 IInd 14 Balrampur-I 578.00 48025.00 4419.00 164 142.400 2.89 2360/-

7 IInd 15 Balrampur-
III

742.00 4668.00 5429.00 272 183.200 3.72 2360/-

8
Bahraich

IIIrd 03 Bahraich-II 95.00 9257.00 809.00 21 23.762 0.48 1180/- Class-C or
Above

9 IInd 16 Bahraich-I 378.00 32817.00 3371.00 65 94.261 1.90 2360/-

Class-B or
Above10

Basti
IIIrd 04 Basti-I 280.00 22369.00 2445.46 50 69.812 1.40 2360/-

11 IIIrd 05 Basti-II 186.00 15855.00 1451.92 53 46.502 0.93 2360/-

12

Sant
kabeer
Nagar

IIIrd 06 Sant
kabeer
Nagar-I

72.00 5040.00 671.23 22 18.036 0.36 1180/-

Class-C or
Above

13 IIIrd 07 Sant
kabeer
Nagar-II

93.00 6510.00 1575.63 35 23.236 0.47 1180/-

14 IIIrd 08 Sant
kabeer

Nagar-III

101.00 6100.00 859.73 27 25.258 0.51 1180/-

15 Siddharth
Nagar

IInd 17 Siddharth
Nagar-I

377.20 30129.00 3471.00 73 94.359 1.90 2360/- Class-B or
Above

Tenderer can apply for either one lot or multiple lots by filling and uploading respective Bill of Quantity
(BOQ) and pay tender form fee and Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) accordingly online separately in the
Indian bank, Bapu Bhawan, Lucknow account no. 7036308912 IFSC- IDIB000S608.
This tender notice is available at Uttar Pradesh Government Website of information department
http://information.up.gov.in, website of e-tender http://etender.up.nic.in, and website of Greater
Sharda Sahayak Command Area Development Authority/ Project http://shardaiwrup.org. Any
corrigendum will be published on e-tender website only.
In case of any queries, the tenderer can communicate through e-mail- saryu3cpa@gmail.com.

Deputy Director
Greater Sharda Sahayak Command

Area Development Authority/ Project, Lucknow

UPID-176899 Dt. 03.06.2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)

N O T I C E
FOR PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH "e"-Procurement

Bid identification No. Online Tender/16-2022-23/PMGSY/BPR

The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Berhampur on behalf of Odisha State Rural Road Agency
invites the percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction of roads & Bridges under Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana in the districts of Ganjam for 02 (Two) number of packages with estimated cost totalling to Rs 19.97
Cr (Approximate) including their maintenance for five years from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD /
CPWD / MES / Railways. The registered bidder of outside Odisha, can also participate in this process, but shall have to
subsequently undergo registration with the appropriate authority of the State Govt. preferably within a month of the deadline
for bid submission, but prior to signing of the contract
Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement. Dtd. 06.06.2022

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and should be submitted online
in www.pmgsytenders.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of
the bids, the bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying
Authorities. The bidders are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid
security declaration and (c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions
of Clause 4.4 B (a) (ii) of ITB with Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Berhampur // Superintending
Engineer of the Concerned divisions on a date not later than three working days after the opening of technical qualification part
of the Bid, either by registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared non-responsive.

Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 20.06.2022 upto 3.00 P.M

For further details and corrigendum (if any) please log on to www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.
Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer
R.W. Circle, Berhampur
OIPR-25071/11/0026/2223

O-397

PRESS NIT No. 22 (2022-23)
Press Notice Tender

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 162 (2022-23)

Sd/-
Dy. Superintending Engineer (T) M-3

S.
No.

Name of Work Amount put to
Tender/

Estimated cost

EMD/ Tender
Fee

Date of release of
tender procurement

solution/ I.D. No.

Last date/time of
receipt of bid through

e-procurement solution

1. Improvement of peripheral sewerage system in ward no. 03
in AC-01 Narela under ACE(M)3. (Re-invite)

Item Rate Rs. 97,200/-
Rs. 500/-

02.06.2022
2022_DJB_223565_1

17.06.2022
Upto 3.00 PM

2. Replacement of damaged defective sewer line 355 mm dia
through static pipe bursting process Mahadev Chowk to
DDA Market and opposite Asha Kiran Avantika Sector-I,
Rohini in AC-06 Rithala under ACE (M)-3 (re-invite)

Item rate Rs. 98,400/-
Rs. 500/-

02.06.2022
2022_DJB_223570_1

17.06.2022
Upto 3.00 PM

3. Replacement of 100 mm dia. to 700 mm dia. M.S/C.I/DI
connecting old network of various Tubewells to newly laid
1500 mm dia. M.s. water main by providing and laying
150mm did. To 700mm dia M/S water line between sank
no-1 to sank no-7 RWTW Palla in AC-01 Narela under
AEE(M)1 (Re-invite)

Rs.
1,96,19,330/-

Rs. 3,92,400/-
Rs. 1000/-

02.06.2022
2022_DJB_223572_1

17.06.2022
Upto 3.00 PM

4. P/L peripheral sewer line from Aastha Kunj to DDA Market
sec. 18 Rohini in AC-13 under EE(M)-13 (presently under
ACE(M)-3

Rs. 49,45,269/- Rs. 99,000/-
Rs. 500/-

02.06.2022
2022_DJB_223573_1

17.06.2022
Upto 3.00 PM

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHEIF ENGINEER M-3
DY. SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (T) M-3

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
H-BLOCK : SECTOR-15 : ROHINI : DELHI-89
E-mail Id:- eetenderingm3.djb@gmail.com

GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT
NARMADA, WATER RESOURCES, WATER SUPPLY &

KALPASAR DEPARTMENT
E-TENDER NOTICE NO.3(short term) Second Attempt OF 2022-23

In the name and on behalf of Governer of Gujarat State. The Executive Engineer Drainage Division,
Navsari, Dist : Navsari pin code No. 396445 Invites online tender from Current Registration Certificate
as a firm / consultant in the Class shown Below For Work B-1 Tender as under.

Sr. Name of Work particulars
No.

1. THIRD PARTY INSPECTION/ PROJECT (1) Estimated Cost-Rs 12899415.00
MANAGMENT CONSULTANCY AGENCIES (2) E.M.D.- Rs. 129000.00 (FDR)
FOR THE SERVICES OF PROJECT MANAGMENT, (3) Tender Fee D.D.- Rs.3600.00
DESIGN REVIEW, CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION (4) Solvency- Rs. 25.80 Lakh
AND INSPECTION FOR ENFGINEERING, (5) class of
PROCURMENT AND CONSTRUCTION (EPC) WORK Registration - Current Registration
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VAGHRECH WEIR, FLOOD Certificate as a firm/
PROTECTION EMBANKMENTS AND ASSOCIATED consultant
WORKS, ACROSS RIVER KAVERI AND DESIGNING (6) Time Limit - As per Original work
AND CONSTRUCTING DRAINAGE SYSTEM ON BOTH
BANKS OF RIVER KAVERI NEAR VILLAGE
VAGHRECH OF NAVSARI DISTRICT

2. Downloading of tender Document Dt.03/06/2022 to
Dt. 10/06/2022 18.00 Hrs.

3. TenderUploading Date Dt.03/06/2022 to
Dt. 10/06/2022 18.00 Hrs.

4. Pre-bid Conference -
5. Last date & Physical Submission of document Dt. 10/06/2022 to Dt. 17/06/2022

Tender fee, EMD during office hours by RPAD/ upto 18.00 Hrs. Office of the
Speed Post/ Courier only. Executive Engineer Drainage Division

‘Sinchai Bhavan’ 2nd Floor Near Parsi
Hospital, Gandevi Road, Navsari.
Ph.No. 02637-259143,
M.No. 9825058021

6. Tender Opening Date & Time Dt. 10/06/2022 at 18.30 Hrs. office of
The SE, SIC Athwalines, Surat

7. Inquiry/Contact office Address Office of the Executive Engineer
Drainage Division Sinchai Bhavan 2nd
Floor Near Parsi Hospital, Gandevi
Road, Navsari.
M.No. 9712774785, 9825058021
Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Surat Irrigation Circle, Athavalines
Surat, Ph.No. 0261-2668760,
2667426

8. The tender documents for the works will be available on the web site www.nwr.nprocure.com & further
details notice can be seen at www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in
All the contractors are requested to fulled/Quoted the tender rates after site visit only.

INF/NAVSARI/121/2022

Purvanchal Vidyut
Vitaran Nigam Limited,
Vidyut Nagar, P.O.- BLW
Varanasi-221004 E-

Tender Notice E-tender are invited
for the following material. The
tenderer will be accepted up to at
15.00 hrs. Please visit website
www.etender.up.nic.in for details/
download and for any other
corrections/ amendments/
modifications/ extensions till the
date of submission of bids. SI. No.:
1., Tender Specification No.:
EAV-26/2022-23, Name of
Material: 11 KV CT/PT (Outdoor).
Qty. (Nos.): 1850, Name of
Material: 33 KV CT/PT (Outdoor).
Qty. (Nos.): 160, Earnest Money
(Rs.): 7,98,000.00 Tender Fee
(Rs.): 5,000.00 + GST @ 18%,
Last date & Time for online
submission of tender document:
27.06.2022 15.00 Hrs., Date &
Time for online opening of
tender part-I: 28.06.2022 15.00
Hrs. SI. No.: 2., Tender
Specification No.: EAV-27/2022-
23, Name of Material: 11 KV
Metering PT Qty. (Nos.): 350,
Name of Material: 33 KV Metering
CT, Qty. (Nos.): 20, Earnest
Money (Rs.): 36,0000.00 Tender
Fee (Rs.): 3,000.00 + GST @
18%, Last date & Time for online
submission of tender document:
27.06.2022 15.00 Hrs., Date &
Time for online opening of
tender part-I: 28.06.2022 15.00
Hrs. Sd/- SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER (MM-I) “Save
Electricity in the interest of the
Nation” ´fÂffaI 1662/ ´fc.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f.(½ff.)
/Àff.´fi.-I/AA-I/d½fÄff´f³f dQ³ffaI 03.06.2022

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION
Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for appoint-
ment of various teaching positions on substantive basis in the
following departments: Convergent Journalism, Economics,
Education, Teacher Education, English, Information Technology,
Law, Mathematics, Politics & Governance, Tourism Studies,
Urdu, Animal Sciences (Zoology), Physics, Religious Studies,
Biotechnology, Physical Education, Medical Technology,
Chemistry, Pharmacy, Plant Sciences (Botany), Civil
Engineering, Electronics & Communication Engineering,
Management Studies, Commerce & Kashmiri.

The detailed notification along with prescribed online application
form is available on the University website www.cukashmir.ac.in.
The last date for submission of online application form/s is 30th
June, 2022 & the submission of downloaded application form/s
along with annexures is 9th July, 2022.

Sd/
Registrar

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
Green Campus, Ganderbal-191201 (J&K)

No. 03 of 2022
Dated: 07-05-2022

HIMACHAL PRADESH JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
E-Procurement Notice

Invitation for Bids
The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Bharmour invites tenders on behalf of
Government of Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible contractors for the following
work(s) through e-tendering process.

The tender form and other detailed conditions can be obtain from the web site
www.hpiph.org.

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti Division Bharmour

Sr Name of work Estimated Earnest Cost of Last date for Bid opening
No cost money tender uploading the Date

form tender through
e-tendering

1 Rs. Rs. Rs. 16-06-2022 17-06-2022
55923269.00/- 591733.00/- 2500/- 17:00PM at 11.30 AM

Providing Sewerage
Scheme to Bharmour and
Adjoining Area, Tehsil
Bharmour, Distt. Chamba,
Himachal Pradesh. (SH:-
Laying, jointing of sewage
DI K-7 pipes, HDPE Pipe ,
demolishing of existing
manhole chambers, con-
struction of new manhole
chambers, inspection
chambers in the working
sewage network)

1463/HP

NOTICE FOR EXTENSION OF TENDER (EOI) FOR
PROVIDING SECURITY SERVICES ON O/S BASIS

(NIT No. SEC. – 04 of 2022)

Due to poor response, the last submission date of the Tender issued vide
EOI NO:04 OF 2022 for providing security services to the University on
outsource basis is hereby extended till 15-06-2022. The detailed specifi-
cations as given in the e-tender document viz. qualifying information, eli-
gibility criteria, specifications along with Terms & Conditions of the
Contract & other relevant information shall remain unchanged. Moreover,
bidders have to submit the hard copy of the technical bid along with all the
requisite documents mentioned in the NIT to the Registrar’s office by or
before 10 /06/2022 (04: 30 pm).

Sd/

Registrar

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
Green Campus, Ganderbal-191201 (J&K)

No: CUK/ Sec- 4 of 2022/63/160/
Date: 26-05-2022

The Odisha State Cooperative Milk Producers' Federation Ltd.
D-2, SAHID NAGAR, BHUBANESWAR-751 007.

Ph No- 2546030/2540273/2540417, Fax No (0674)2540974

TENDER CALL NOTICE FOR SALE OF EQUIPEMENTS
OMFED invites sealed techno-commercial offers from purchaser/buyers of the dairy equipment's for
“Purchasing the fully functional 5 (five) Metric Ton powder plant equipment of Bhubaneswar
Dairy under OMFED, Chandrasekharpur, Dist. Khurda, State. Odisha”.Tender documents will be
available from 04/06/2022 to 27/06/2022 up to 1.00 PM at the above mentioned address & can also
be downloaded from website & submit their offers in the aforesaid address on or before 27/06/2022
at 2.00 PM. The offers shall be opened on dtd. 27/06/2022 at 5.00 PM. The corrigendum /
amendment to this notice if any shall be published only in the OMFED website
www.omfed.com.Management reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the bid documents or
part thereof without assigning any reason. For details please visit our website www.omfed.com.

Sd/-
Managing Director

OMFED
OIPR- 06063/11/0029/2223

CAD-705
www.omfed.com

CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXf³Àfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f
d»f. d°fd±f d½fÀ°ffSX BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f I e

d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me.-25/22-23 IZ Jb»f³fZ I e
d°fd±f A´fdSWf¹fÊ I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ dQ³ffaI
07.06.2022 °fI ¶fPf¹fe ªff°fe W`Ü VfZ¿f Vf°fZË
¹f±ff½f°f SWZÔ¦feÜ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f
´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸f¯OX»f, 130-OXe d½f¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIÊY,
¸fZSXNXÜ kkSXf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ DYªffÊ ¶f¨ff¹fZÔll
´fÂffaI /No. 1495/d½f.´ff.¸f./ETC/
¸fZSN/MT/Tender dQ³ffaI /Dated
03/06/2022

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

“IMPORTANT”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
declinedtoacceptacertificateis-
suedby theAryaSamajasproof
ofmarriage, saying issuingsuch
certificateswasnotthesect'sjob
but thatof theauthorities.
A vacation bench of Justice

AjayRastogiandBVNagarathna
washearing a petition of aman
who has been bail by the
Rajasthan High Court in a rape
case.Themanhasbeencharged
with rapingaminorgirl.
Thepetitioner'scounselcon-

tended that the prosecutrix in
the rape casewas amajor,mar-

ried to theaccused.Thecounsel
added the marriage was con-
ductedat theAryaSamaj.
The bench, however, said it

was not the Samaj's job to issue
marriage certificates and asked
thepetitionertoproduceoneis-
suedby theauthorities instead.
Thebenchalsorefusedtoin-

terferewith the RajasthanHigh
Courtorderdenyinghimbail.
“We have heard the learned

counsel for the petitioner and
findnoreasontointerfereinthe
order impugned at this stage.
However, after the charges are
framed, the petitioner is at lib-
ertytorenewhisapplicationfor
bail before the trial Court,” the
benchsaid in itsorder.

The development comes
amidst a pending plea in the SC
of the Madhya Bharat Arya
PratinidhiSabha’,thenodalbody
of Arya Samaj temples in
Madhya Pradesh, which has
challengingaDecember17,2021
orderof theHC'sDivisionBench
directing it to solemnise mar-
riage in accordance with the
SpecialMarriageAct, 1954.
The HC order said no one

otherthanthecompetentauthor-
ityundertheAct,1954,canissue
certificates insuchmarriages.
UpholdingaSingleJudgede-

cision, the HC also asked the
SamajtoamenditsAugust2016,
guidelines by incorporating the
provisionsofSections5.6.7.and
8of theSpecialAct.
InitsAugust2016guidelines,

the Sabha had asked all Arya
Samaj temples affiliated to it to
complywiththeHinduMarriage
Act, 1955 while solemnising
marriages.

Ahmedabad:Formerpresidentof
Gujarat Congress Bharatsinh
Solanki said on Friday that he is
taking a “small break” from ac-
tivepublic life, in thewakeof an
alleged domestic dispute be-
tween him and his estranged
wifeReshmaPatel.
Recently, a video had

emergedonsocialmediaregard-
ing an altercation between
Solanki,hisestrangedwife,anda
friend of Solanki’s, after which
the former held a press confer-
ence in The Grand Bhagwati
Hotel inAhmedabadonFriday.
“I am taking a small break

frompublic lifeandIwill return
for the Gujarat assembly elec-
tions slated in December this
year. During this time, Iwill be
mobilizing ground support for
the party by talking to people
of my community,” Solanki
said. ENS

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JUNE3

TELANGANA HAS doubled its
Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP)fromRs5,05,849crorein
2013-14 to Rs 11,54,860 crore in
2021-22, Chief Minister K
ChandrashekarRaohassaid.
On the occasion of the 9th

Telangana Formation Day
Thursday,theChiefMinistersaid
thestatehoodwasachievedwith
thesacrificesof itspeople,andit
was built with the same spirit.
AfterunfurlingtheTricolourand
singingthenationalanthemat
his office-cum-residence, KCR
drovetotheTelanganaMartyrs
Memorial topay tributes.
The Chief Minister said

since itwas formed,Telangana
has registered qualitative
growth in agriculture, irriga-
tion, power, education and
health. “In 2014-15, the state’s
per capita income was Rs
1,24,104. It increased to Rs
2,78,833 in 2021-2022,” he
said.
Whenthestatewasformed,

hesaid,theinstalledpowergen-
erationcapacitywasonly7,778
MWs.Withtheeffortsputinby
the state government, the in-
stalled capacity now stands at
17,305MWs. “In the past eight
years, in solar power, the state
government had increased its

capacityfromamere74MWsto
4,478MWs,which is a record in
itself. The Telangana state stood
first in the country in per capita
powerconsumption,”hesaid.
In education, the state gov-

ernment has takenupdevelop-
ment works in all schools in a
phasedmanner at a cost of Rs
7,289crore,hesaid.
In his speech, KCR also said

that in the last eight years, 1.33
lakh government job vacancies
were filled. The government is
filling up about 91,142 govern-
mentvacanciesinonego;11,103
contract employees whowere
working for a long time were
regularised on humanitarian
consideration, the CM said. “An
additional 80,039 vacancies are
going to be filledwith the new
recruits. The state stood as an
idealstatebyrecruiting2,24,142
government jobs,”hesaid.
“With strict financial pru-

dence andperfect planning,we
could increase our revenue re-
sources,”KCRsaid.

Certificates issued by Arya Samaj
not valid proof of marriage: SC

ÀfWXf¹fIY Ad·f¹fa°ff (AÀf`d³fIY/¹ffadÂfIY/d½fôb°f)
´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff ´fSXeÃff (d½f.Àfa. 03/2020, 08/2020 E½fa 09/2020)

IYû À±fd¦f°f IYSX³fZ IZY Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ
Af½fV¹fIY Àfc¨f³ff

d½f.Àfa. 03/2020, 08/2020 E½fa 09/2020 ÀfWf¹fI Ad·f¹fa°ff
(AÀf`d³fI /¹ffadÂfI /d½fôb°f) ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff ´fSeÃff I e Àfa·ffd½f°f d°fd±f 02.07.2022 E½fa
03.07.2022 ±fe, dªfÀfZ A´fdSWf¹fÊ I fS¯f ÀfZ À±fd¦f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W`Ü
C¢°f ´fSeÃff IZ ´fb³f: Af¹fûªf³f I e d°fd±f I e §fû¿f¯ff ¶ffQ ¸fZÔ I e ªffE¦feÜ

WXÀ°ff./-
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Cong’s Solanki
announces ‘small
break’ from
active public life

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF,
RURAL WATER SUPPLY & SANITATION,
JaL “O” PARIMAL BHAWAN, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR-751001, ODISHA

Tel. 0674-2395734, FAX : 0674-2394946, e-mail: cerwssodisha@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING BID
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-PROCUREMENT FOR

EXECUTION OF RURAL PIPED WATER SUPPLY PROJECTS IN DIFFERENT
DISTRICTS ON EPC CONTRACT

No. 4438 / Date: 03.06.2022

The Engineer-in-Chief, RWS&S, Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf of the Governor
of Odisha invites proposals for Consultancy Services for engagement of Authority’s
Engineer (AE) for supervision of Mega Piped Water Supply projects on the basis of
National Competitive Bidding for the works detailed in the table given below. The
firm is advised to examine carefully all instructions in the RFP Document.
Name & Address of officer inviting Bid:

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal
http://tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/03.06.2022
Engineer-in Chief, RWSS
OIPR-25003/11/0008/2223

O-404

S
No

Name of the Rural Water
Supply Project

Bid ID
No.

Assignment
Period

(months)

Availability of Bid Documents
for online Bidding

From To
1 RFP for Consultancy Service

for engagement of Authority’s
Engineer (AE) for supervision
of various Mega Piped Water
Supply projects in Cuttack
Circle

EIC,
RWSS-

14/22-23

24 months
(Twenty four

months)
extendable by

further upto
12 months

17.00 hours of
20.06.2022

17.00 hours
of 10.08.2022

2 RFP for Consultancy Service
for engagement of Authority’s
Engineer (AE) for supervision
of various Mega Piped Water
Supply projects in Koraput
Circle

EIC,
RWSS-

15/22-23

24 months
(Twenty four

months)
extendable by

further upto
12 months

17.00 hours of
20.06.2022

17.00 hours
of 10.08.2022

3 RFP for Consultancy Service
for engagement of Authority’s
Engineer (AE) for supervision
of various Mega Piped Water
Supply projects in Sambalpur
Circle

EIC,
RWSS-

16/22-23

24 months
(Twenty four

months)
extendable by

further upto
12 months

17.00 hours of
20.06.2022

17.00 hours
of 10.08.2022

Engineer-in-Chief, RWSS
JAL “O” Parimal Bhawan,
Unit-V, Bhubaneswar
Ph: 0674-2395734/ 0674-2531533
e-mail: cerwssodisha@gmail.com

9THTELANGANAFORMATIONDAY

KCR lists out state’s
achievements, says
GSDP doubled in 8 yrs
CMcitesgrowthinirrigation,power,
agriculture,educationandhealth

KChandrashekarRao. File

New Delhi
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Digital financial
awareness& literacy

Abhishek Singh:Only 38 per
cent of women have bank ac-
countsbecausetraditionally,they
havenotbeengiventheopportu-
nitytoassertthemselvesasheads
of families or claim land rights.
Undergovernmentschemeslike
PradhanMantriAwasYojana,the
subsidy formaking toilets is re-
leasedinthenameofthewoman
member of the family.Women
aredirectbeneficiariesof thePM
Mudra scheme and get conces-
sionsifapropertyisregisteredin
theirname.Even in the “onena-
tion, one ration card” scheme,
womenare recognised as heads
of families, and in the states that
areroutingcashtransfers,abank
accountismandatoryforwomen.
Havingsaidthat,theoutreachfor
financial inclusion is beingdone
by banks and Common Service
Centres (CSCs),which are bank-
ing correspondents.We have a
networkofalmost400,000CSCs
in the villages, all fully equipped
to open bank accounts for
women.Theoretically, ifwomen
haveanAadhaarcard,theycango
toaCSCorabankandopenanac-
count. Butinpractice,weneedto
doalotofawareness-buildingex-
ercisesandprovidevaluetowhat
womenwill do once they get a
bank account. Once they get
wages, subsidiesandcashtrans-
fers,therewillbegreaterdemand
fromthemtohavebankaccounts.
Itwouldrequireacombinationof
legalprovisionsandoutreach.

Future-proofing
women for tech
VedManiTiwari:Whenwe

run a mass-level skilling pro-
gramme, there is a livelihood
question. And so there seems to
be a tilt towards traditional job
roles, which will continue for

sometime.Butcanwebringeco-
nomicempowermentintoroles?
Should we only be skilling a
woman to be a sewingmachine
operator or provideher relevant
skillstobecomeaboutiqueoper-
ator?Thatisanentrepreneurship
question. That is where the
National Skill Development
Corporation(NSDC)istakingalot
ofinitiative.Weareworkingwith
non-banking financing compa-
nies (NBFCs) to provide loans to
womenwithout collateral. This
will open up financial access to
women. As for digital skills, we
havedesignedcodingclasses for
women,where they don’t need
an engineeringdegree or even a
science background. It’s a boot
campwheregirlseducatedupto
ClassXIIacquireskillsandgetde-
cent salaried jobs. Then there’s
theSkillIndiaImpactbondwhere
the private sector has also in-
vested.Wearenotonly identify-
ing competencies that industry
wantsbutconnectingwomento
theseopportunities.

Is there gender
de-equalisation?
RituDewan: India has 120

millionwomenwho are out of
theworkforce.Thisisnotonlybe-
causeofthepandemicbutthere-
sultofdemonetisationthathitthe
small scale sector, particularly
MSMEs. More than mindset,
there are structural constraints
towards financial inclusion like
theprivatisationofpublicbanks.
RBI data shows that when the
numberofbanksdecreases,par-
ticularlypublic sectorbanks, the
financialinclusionofwomende-
creases progressively. But my
fieldwork has shown that even
account-holdingwomen don’t
haveenoughmoneytomaintain
them.Soevenifitiszeroaccount,
there are user fees, charges on
withdrawals,ATMsetc.

India has the lowest female
workforceparticipationrateinall
ofAsiaandisoneofthethreelow-
estcountriesintheworldonthat
count.Thenthere’sthewagegap.
Theword“development”hasdis-
appearedfromanykindofpolit-
icaloreconomicdebateaswefo-
cusonlyongrowth. Ifweseethe
sectoralbreakup, theonlysector
whichhasgrownis the informal

one. And agriculture, in spite of
the decreased support to it. The
private sector has not provided
any kind of employment. If you
see the first year of the pan-
demic,100 listedmanufacturing
companies increased their prof-
itsbyabout18percent.Yet their
wage share fell by 19 per cent.
Thisisde-equalisation.Skillingis
in the PPP (Papad, Pickle and
Petticoat)mode. Then there are
the digital divide and the de-
creasedallocationsforwomenin
theBudget.Isthereafinancialar-
ticulationofourcommitments?
Theissueofunpaidworkcan

only be resolved at themacro-
economicandnationallevel.Now
theysayteachersandnurseswill
havecontractualjobsandeduca-
tionandhealtharesectorswhere
womenare employed themost.
The ASHA workers, who had
startedwith 20 schemes to look
after, now have 72 schemes to
overseebuttheir incrementsare
held back.Wekeephearing this
very strange term called sakhis.
Butasakhi isaworkerfirst.

Bridging gender
gaps online
MadhuSinghSirohi:Based

on aMobile GenderGapReport
by JSME, Indianwomen are 15
per cent less likely toownamo-
bilephoneandalmost33percent
less likely tousemobile internet
services thanmen. There is the
urban-rural divide, an income-
based digital divide and intra-
householddiscrimination.So,we
need to providewomenmuch
better access to finance. Our
GOAL (Going Online for
Leadership) programme, with

theMinistry of Tribal Affairs, is
helpingtribalgirlswithentrepre-
neurial efforts and mentoring
them to access digitalmarkets.
About69percentofthementees
wereabletobuildbusinesseson-
line or at least open pages and
startinteractingwiththeInternet.
Thismaynotimmediatelyre-

sult in a big change but just that
confidence of coming online or
feeling that leadership potential
isagreat initiatorof this journey.
Besides,weneedtodriverole

parity. TheMetaGlobal State of
SmallBusinessSurveyfoundthat
insomecountries,morethanone
in four female business leaders
spend six hours ormore on do-
mesticresponsibilitieseveryday.

Changeswomencan
drive inpolicy
FarzanaHaque:Therehasto

beafundamentalshiftinthinking
thatthisisnotagenderbutaneco-
nomicconversation.Howcanhalf
thepopulationof theworld that
holds up the skynot be apart of
theeconomicengine?WhenIen-
ter theworkforce, howcan I not
beapartof itallmylife?The tal-
ent pool is gender-agnostic and
needstobeso.Thereisalotofso-
cial pressure onwomen to carry
care-giving responsibilities. That
mindsethastochange.Everyone
hasahugemoralresponsibilityof
supportingeveryoneintheirfam-
ilies.I’vebeenworkingfor24years
inthesamecompanyandit’svery
alarming that in 2022, somany
women I have mentored, all
highly growth-oriented and
achievingindividuals,say,“Ican’t
do this anymore.” In India, the
workplace orientation ismale,
there’salways thesuppositionof
awife or amother looking after
things. We shouldn’t allow
womentofail.
Besides,women themselves

have tostay thecourse.Weneed

to have at least 50 per cent
womenon all company boards.
Someonecannotsetthepolicyfor
me. Ihavetosetupthepolicy for
myself andmy fellow-workers
whohavetodealwithalotofcare-
giving. It is time thatwomen in
India became the hero of their
ownlives.Wecannotwaitforsav-
iours. In TCS, 50%employees are
women. Leaders of men and
women,we try and proactively
see that people don’t quit for
whatever reason. So,whatever
was needed to retain an em-
ployee,wehavedoneit.Thatway
ourpolicieshaveevolved.
Abhishek Singh:About 20

years ago, when I wasworking
as chief development officer in
UP, although women became
panchayatpramukhsbecauseof
the 33 per cent reservation
quota, they became proxies for
their men (pramukh patis and
pramukhpitas)andwouldn’tat-
tendmeetings.Wetookatough
stand andheld orientation pro-
grammes for the elected
women. Six months later, a
woman pradhan reported her
husband, who had made her
signablankcheque.Ayearlater,
I was surprised that women
sarpancheswerefocussingmore
schools, water supplies and an-
ganwadicentres.Theyforcedso-
cial issueson theagenda.
Awomanpradhanonce told

me “We get only 33% of the
reservation but we represent
70% of the population because
we represent the children too.”
So if yougivethemtherightop-
portunity and tools, from
pradhan to start-ups, women
knowwhat to do. In 2022, we
need to give them their rightful
place and ensure thatwebene-
fit from the insights they bring
in.Therearereportswhichshow
thatwomen-led companies do
muchbetter.

VEDMANITIWARI
COO, NSDC
Wehavecoding
classesforwomen,
wheretheydon’t
needengineering
degrees

MADHUSINGH
SIROHI
HEADOFPOLICYPROGRAMS
&OUTREACH, INDIA,META
About69percentof
ourmenteesbuilt
businessesonline
andcouldinteract
withtheInternet

FARZANAHAQUE
TCSLEADERSHIP,MENTOR,
BOARDMEMBER,
PHILANTHROPIST
Getwomenon
companyboards,
decide thepolicy

RITUDEWAN
VICE-PRESIDENT, INDIAN
SOCIETYOFLABOUR
ECONOMICS
Whenwe talk about
the future ofwork,
weurgently need
data. Let’s
remember the
demographic
dividend is going to
get over in another
12 to 14years. So
the time for skilling
is extremely short

DRNEHARIKAVOHRA
VC, DELHI SKILL AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
UNIVERSITY
Weneed public
provisioning.
The Delhi Govt’s
Saheli Samanvay
Kendras allow
conversations on
nutrition, health,
skilling and
entrepreneurship.
We need to help
them come upwith
their passion
project and convert
it into a business

‘Link skillswith opportunity to accessmarkets’
AtthesecondeditionoftheIEThincGenderseries,presentedbyTheIndianExpresswithIWWAGEandKreaUniversity,
panellistsarguedfortalenttobegender-agnostic.ThesessionwasmoderatedbyRinkuGhosh,Editor,SpecialProjects

SECONDEDITION:GENDER-THEFUTUREOFWORK,UPSKILLINGFORAPOST-PANDEMICERA

ABHISHEKSINGH,
PRESIDENT&CEO,
NATIONALE-GOVERNANCE
DIVISION, DIGITAL INDIA
Ourteamsaremuch
betterbalanced
comparedtomost
Govtdepartments.
Wedohavealmost
40to45per cent
womenemployees
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ADIVISIONbenchoftheJ&KHigh
CourtonFridaystayedtheexhu-
mation of the body of Amir
Magrey, one of the four persons
killed in last year's controversial
encounteratHyderpora,Srinagar,
till thenexthearingonJune28.
A bench of Justices Ali

MohammadMagreyandWasim
SadiqNargalsaidthematter“re-
quires a final decision from this
court after hearing all parties
concerned.”
Thedivisionbenchorderhas

overruled theHC’s single-judge
bench order onMay 27 that di-
rectedtheJ&Kgovernmenttoex-
humeMagrey'sbody.
Stating that the administra-

tion had “arbitrarily” turned
downtherequestofMagrey'sfa-
therforexhumationofthebody,
thesingle-judgebenchof Justice
SanjeevKumaralsoheldthatthe
J&K Police's decision to deny
Magrey's familyanopportunity
toperformhislastriteswasavi-
olationof theConstitution.
While noting that the body

“mustbeinadvancestageofpu-
trefaction”, Justice Kumar had
also said “if the body is highly
putrefied and is not in deliver-
ablestateor is likely toposerisk
topublichealthandhygiene,the
petitionerandhiscloserelatives
shall be allowed toperform last
ritesaspertheirtraditionandre-
ligious belief in the Wadder
Payeengraveyard itself”.
However, theUTadministra-

tionarguedthatthereliefgranted
bythesingle-judgebench“could
nothavebeengrantedintermsof
themedical science analysis of
the bodywhich envisages that
thebodygetsputrefiedafterape-
riodofonemonth.”
OnFriday, AdvocateGeneral

DC Raina, appearing for the UT
government, said the May 27
judgment“isself-contradictory
as the learned Single Judge, on
theonehand,hasreferredtothe
putrefactionof thedeadbodyin
advancedstage...but,atthesame
time, has taken a contrary view
by directing exhumation of the
deadbody.”

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

POINTINGOUTthatIndia'sprob-
lemswith China “predates” the
ongoing conflict in Europe,
External Affairs Minister S
JaishankarsaidonFridaythatat-
tempts to draw links between
thetwosituationsaremisplaced.
He defendedNewDelhi's posi-
tion on Russia's aggression
againstUkraine,sayingthat“car-
icatureversionofonesituation”
shouldnotbeusedasayardstick
topass sweeping judgments.
SpeakingattheGlobsec2022

foruminSlovakia,Jaishankar,re-
spondingtoaquestiononIndia's
official position on the Ukraine
conflict,said,“Europehastogrow
outof themindset thatEurope's
problems are theworld's prob-
lems but theworld's problems
arenotEurope'sproblems.”
“There is a linkage today

which is beingmade. A linkage
between China and India and
what'shappeninginUkraine.So,
comeonguys, ImeanChinaand
Indiahappenedwaybeforeany-
thing happened in Ukraine. So
theChinese don't need aprece-
dent somewhere else in the
world on how to engage us or
notengageusorbedifficultwith
us or not be difficult with us. I
don't see this frankly as a very
clever argument, a very self-
servingone,”hesaid.

Hewasrespondingtoaques-
tiononwhether Indiawill be in
a position to reach out for sup-
port if there are further skir-
mishes along its border with
China. Last Tuesday, holding
talks on the border standoff af-
teragapofsixmonths,Indiaand
China decided to continue the
discussions throughdiplomatic
andmilitarychannels.
“Wehaveadifficultrelation-

shipwithChina.Weareperfectly
capable of managing it. If I get
global understanding and sup-
port,obviouslyitisofhelptome.
But this idea that I do a transac-
tion, that I come in one conflict
because it will helpme in con-
flict two, that's not how the
world works. So, a lot of our

problemswithChinahavenoth-
ing to do with Ukraine, have
nothing to dowith Russia, they
are predated. And if we are get-
ting intowho is silent onwhat
issue at what point of time, I
could point to awhole lot of is-
sues onwhich, as I said, Europe
hasheld itspeace,”hesaid.
Maintaining that India's po-

sitiononUkrainehasbeen“mis-
characterised”, Jaishankar held
outNewDelhi's statement con-
demning the killings in the
UkrainiancityofBuchaasanex-
ample. Indiahad“unequivocally
condemned” the killings and
alsosupportedcallsforan“inde-
pendentprobe”intotheincident
followingglobaloutrage.
Underlining that the “world

cannot be that Eurocentric that
it used to be in the past,”
Jaishankarsaid,“If Iweretotake
Europe collectively, which has
been singularly silent onmany
things whichwere happening,
for example in Asia, you could
askwhywould anybody inAsia
trustEuropeonanythingatall.”
Jaishankar's latest state-

mentsareinsyncwithhisrecent
comments, as he has been very
sharp in his comments on
Europe in the last fewmonths.
InAprilthisyear,incandidre-

sponses to questions from
Europeanministersand leaders
at the Raisina dialogue on the
crisis arising out of the Russia-
Ukraineconflict, Jaishankarhad
pointedtothechallengesinAsia
and India’sneighbourhood—in
Afghanistan and from China —
and said itwas a “wake-upcall”
for Europe to look at these in-
stanceswheretheproblemsare
happening.
InWashington DC earlier in

April, on the issue of oil pur-
chases, Jaishankar had said
India’s total purchases for the
monthwouldbe“lessthanwhat
Europedoes inanafternoon”.
In March, with British

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss lis-
tening,Jaishankarhadaddressed
the issue of sanctions as he had
said that “it looks like a cam-
paign” and said that Europe is
buying more oil from Russia
than before andmajority of the

buyersofRussianoilandgasare
fromEuropeancountries.
Rejecting suggestions that

Indiaisa“fence-sitter”onglobal
issues, JaishankarsaidonFriday
he does not necessarily believe
thatIndiahastochoosebetween
thetwoaxesrepresentedbythe
US-Europe and China-Russia.
“Look,theyarenotexclusionary
butweareademocracy.Weare
amarketeconomy.Weareaplu-
ralisticsociety.Wehavelawsand
contracts, we have positions on
internationallawandIthinkthat
shouldgiveyouafairpartof the
answer.”
“Thefactthattodayyouhave

a grouping like theQuadwhere
very important decisionswere
made on connectivity, on
telecommunications, supply
chains, cyber security andmar-
itime domain awareness, it
should tell youwhich direction
wearegoing.Donotuseacarica-
tureversionofonesituationasa
yardstick to pass a sweeping
judgment,” Jaishankar said.
On India acting as a possible

conduit for sale of Russianoil to
othercountries,hesaid,“There’s
an enormous shortage of oil,
there'saphysicalshortageofoil,
gettingaccesstooil isdifficult.A
country like India would be
crazy to get oil from somebody
andsell ittosomebodyelse.This
isnonsense.”Healsorejectedre-
ports that India was allowing
“trans-shipmentof oil”.

GLOBSEC2022

Europe has to growout ofmindset that
its problems areworld’s problems: EAM

ExternalAffairsMinisterS Jaishankarholdsameetingwith
Slovakiancounterpart IvanKorcok inSlovakia. PTI

2021 encounter:
J&K HC stays
exhumation
of body

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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ADAYafterUSSecretaryof State
Antony J Blinken had said that
India,“theworld’slargestdemoc-
racyandhometoagreatdiversity
offaiths”,had“seenrisingattacks
onpeopleandplacesofworship”,
IndiahitbackonFridaybycalling
it “ill-informed comments by
seniorUSofficials”andsaidthatit
is unfortunate that “vote bank
politics” is being practised in in-
ternationalrelations.
In a tit-for-tat response, the

Ministry of External Affairs' offi-
cial spokesperson Arindam
BagchisaidthatIndiahasalsoex-
pressedconcernoverraciallyand
ethnicallymotivatedattacks,hate
crimesandgunviolenceintheUS.
TheMEA spokesperson said

that the observation on India in
the report is based on “moti-
vated inputsandbiasedviews”.
“Wehavenotedthereleaseof

the US State Department 2021
ReportonInternationalReligious
Freedom,and ill-informedcom-
mentsbyseniorUSofficials,”the
MEAspokespersonsaid.
“It is unfortunate that vote

bank politics is being practised
in international relations. We
would urge that assessments
based onmotivated inputs and
biased views be avoided,” the
spokespersonadded.

“Asanaturallypluralisticso-
ciety, Indiavaluesreligiousfree-
dom and human rights. In our
discussionswiththeUS,wehave
regularly highlighted issues of
concernthere, includingracially
andethnicallymotivatedattacks,
hate crimes and gun violence,”
hesaid.
The annual report on inter-

national religious freedom, re-
leasedbyBlinkenallegedthatat-
tacks on members of the
minority communities, includ-
ing killings, assaults, and intim-
idation, took place throughout
2021inIndia.Theseincidentsin-
cluded“cowvigilantism”.
Also speaking at the release

ofthereport,USambassador-at-
large for international religious
freedomRashadHussain,whois
of Indian origin, had contended
that some officials in India “are
ignoringorevensupportingris-
ingattacksonpeopleandplaces
ofworship”.
The report referred to anti-

conversionlawsin28statesand
arrests made under them, as
well as arrests of “non-Hindus
for making comments in the
media or on social media that
were considered offensive to
HindusorHinduism”.
The report also highlighted

the killing by terrorists of civil-
ians and migrants from the
Hindu and Sikh minorities in
JammuandKashmir.

KERALAACTORASSAULTCASE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE3

THE KERALAHigh Court Friday
gave the state crime branch an-
otherone-and-a-halfmonthsto
completetheadditional investi-
gation into the 2017 abduction
andsexualassaultof anactor.
The Supreme Court had ini-

tiallysetadeadlineof16August,

2021 for the completion of the
originalprobe.
TheKeralacrimebranchthen

gotanextendeddeadlineofMay
30tocompletethesecondround
of investigation.
It had approached the High

Courtseekingathree-monthex-
tension.ButonFriday,thebench
of JusticeKauserEdapagathgave
it timetill 15 July.
“Consideringthefactthatthe

analysisofvoluminousevidence

collectedduring further investi-
gationisyettobecompleted,re-
ports fromForensic Science Lab
regarding the examination of
voice samples and handwriting
areyettobereceived,somemore
witnesseshavetobequestioned,
andalso taking into account the
entirefactsandcircumstancesof
thecase,Iamoftheviewthatthe
prayer for extensionof timehas
to be favourably considered to
meet the ends of justice,” the

court said. It added that the ad-
ditional investigationcannotbe
allowedtocontinueindefinitely.
“It is tobenotedthat the ini-

tial investigationinthecasewas
completed and the final report
was filedwithinaperiodof two
months and the further investi-
gationwas completedwithin a
periodofsixmonths... Inthissec-
ond further investigation,more
thanfivemonths’timeisalready
over.’’

Crime branch gets extension to finish investigation

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE3

THE KUPWARA administration
hasorderedamagisterialinquiry
intothekillingof threemilitants
near theLoConMay26.
In a statement issued after

the encounter, J&K Police had
stated,“Basedonaspecificinput
regardinganinfiltrationattempt

byterroristsinJumagundvillage
nearLoCareaofKupwara,ajoint
party of police and Army inter-
cepted them. They fired indis-
criminately, leading to an en-
counter.”
OnFriday,AdditionalDistrict

Magistrate GN Bhatwas nomi-
nated as the inquiry officer into
the incident under Section 176
of theCrPC.
The police had claimed that

all the three terroristswere LeT
operativescitingthedocuments
seized from them, however, no
further details on their identifi-
cation was given in the state-
ment.
Security forces had claimed

recovery of “incriminatingma-
terials,” includingarmsandam-
munition—threeAKrifles,12AK
magazines,apistol,2pistolmag-
azinesandthreemobilephones.

Killing of 3 militants: Magisterial probe
ordered into May 26 Kupwara encounter

US religious freedom
report: India retorts,
says ‘vote bank politics
in global relations’

New Delhi
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Form No. CAA. 2
[Pursuant to Section 230(3) of the Companies Act, 2013, and Rules 6 and 7 of the Companies

(Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations Rules, 2016)]
BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL,

BENCH, AT CHENNAI
C.A (CAA) NO. 8 OF 2022

In the Matter of the Companies Act, 2013
And

In the Matter of Sections 230 to 232 read with Section 52 and other applicable provisions of the Companies
Act, 2013

And
In The Matter of The Composite Scheme of Arrangement and Amalgamation between Shrilekha Business
Consultancy Private Limited and Shriram Financial Ventures (Chennai) Private Limited and Shriram Capital
Limited and Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited and Shriram City Union Finance Limited and
Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram Investment

Holdings Limited and their respective shareholders
NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING OF THE EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS OF THE COMPANY UNDER

THE PROVISIONS OF SECTIONS 230 TO 232 OF THE COMPANIES ACT, 2013 READ WITH RULE 6 OF
THE COMPANIES (COMPROMISES, ARRANGEMENTS AND AMALGAMATIONS) RULES, 2016.

Shriram Investment Holdings Limited
a Company incorporated under the Companies
Act, 1956, having its Registered Office at
No. 4, Burkit Road, T.Nagar, Chennai – 600017,
Tamil Nadu, Represented by its Director Ms. Subhasri Sriram

…. Resulting Company 3/SIHL
To,
The Equity Shareholders of Shriram Investment Holdings Limited (“Resulting Company 3” or “Company”
or “SIHL”)
TAKE NOTICE that by an order made on May 11, 2022 in the above mentioned CompanyApplication (“Order”),
the Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal, Bench, at Chennai (“NCLT”) has directed that a meeting of the
Equity shareholders of the Company, be convened and held physically at the Registered Office of the Company
on Thursday, the July 7, 2022 at 12:00 P.M. for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit, approving, with or
without modification(s), the arrangement embodied in the Composite Scheme ofArrangement andAmalgamation
between Shrilekha Business Consultancy Private Limited and Shriram Financial Ventures (Chennai) Private
Limited and Shriram Capital Limited and Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited and Shriram City Union
Finance Limited and Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram
Investment Holdings Limited (“Scheme”) and their respective shareholders.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in pursuance of the said Order and as directed therein, a meeting of the Equity
Shareholders of the Company, will be held on Thursday, July 7, 2022 at 12:00 P.M., at the registered office of the
Company at which date, day, time and place you are requested to attend.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that you may attend and vote at the said meeting in person or by proxy on July 7,
2022 at 12 P.M at the registered office of the Company at Shriram House, No. 4, Burkit Road, T. Nagar, Chennai
– 600017, Tamil Nadu.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that Notice calling the Meeting, proxy form, attendance slip along with copies of the
Scheme and of the Explanatory Statement, under Sections 230(3) and 102 of the Companies Act, 2013 read
with Rule 6 of the Companies (Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations) Rules, 2016 with Annexures
have been sent. The same can be obtained free of charge at the registered office of the Company at Shriram
House, No.4, Burkit Road, T Nagar, Chennai – 600017.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the NCLT, Chennai Bench has appointed Advocate, Mr. K.M. Ramesh, Madras
High Court and in his absence, a Director of the Company to be the Chairperson of the said meeting including
for any adjournment or adjournments thereof.
The Chairperson shall submit his report on the meeting within three days of the conclusion of the meeting to the
Hon’ble Tribunal.
The above-mentioned Scheme, if approved at the aforesaid meeting, will be subject to the such statutory and
other approvals required and the sanction of the Hon’ble Tribunal.
Note: The Notices have been dispatched to the Equity Shareholders of the Company by email dated 03rd June
2022.

Sd/-
Ms. Subhasri Sriram, Director

Shriram Investment Holdings Limited
Dated at Chennai on this the 03rd day of June, 2022

Registered Office:
Shriram House, No.4,
Burkit Road, T Nagar,

Chennai – 600017

Form No. CAA. 2
[Pursuant to Section 230(3) of the Companies Act, 2013, and Rules 6 and 7 of the Companies

(Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations Rules, 2016)]
BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL,

BENCH, AT CHENNAI
C.A (CAA) NO. 39 OF 2022

In the Matter of the Companies Act, 2013
And

In the Matter of Sections 230 to 232 read with Section 52 and other applicable provisions of the Companies
Act, 2013

And
In The Matter of The Composite Scheme of Arrangement and Amalgamation between Shrilekha Business
Consultancy Private Limited and Shriram Financial Ventures (Chennai) Private Limited and Shriram Capital
Limited and Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited and Shriram City Union Finance Limited and
Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram Investment

Holdings Limited and their respective shareholders
NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING OF THE EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS OF THE COMPANY UNDER

THE PROVISIONS OF SECTIONS 230 TO 232 OF THE COMPANIES ACT, 2013 READ WITH RULE 6 OF
THE COMPANIES (COMPROMISES, ARRANGEMENTS AND AMALGAMATIONS) RULES, 2016.

Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited
a Company incorporated under the Companies
Act, 2013, having its Registered Office at
No. 4, Burkit Road, T.Nagar, Chennai – 600017,
Tamil Nadu, Represented by its Director Mr. Nanda Kishore Sesha Narayanam

…. Resulting Company 1/SLIH

To,
The Equity Shareholders of Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited (“Resulting Company 1” or “Company”
or “SLIH”)
TAKE NOTICE that by an order made on May 11, 2022 in the above mentioned CompanyApplication (“Order”),
the Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal, Bench, at Chennai (“NCLT”) has directed that a meeting of the
Equity shareholders of the Company, be convened and held at the registered office of the Company on Thursday,
the July 7, 2022 at 10:00 A.M. for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit, approving, with or without
modification(s), the arrangement embodied in the Composite Scheme ofArrangement andAmalgamation between
Shrilekha Business Consultancy Private Limited and Shriram Financial Ventures (Chennai) Private Limited and
Shriram Capital Limited and Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited and Shriram City Union Finance
Limited and Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram Investment
Holdings Limited (“Scheme”) and their respective shareholders.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in pursuance of the said Order and as directed therein, a meeting of the Equity
Shareholders of the Company, will be held on Thursday, July 7, 2022 at 10:00A.M., at the registered office of the
Company at which date, day, time and place you are requested to attend.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that you may attend and vote at the said meeting in person or by proxy on July 7,
2022 at 10 A.M at the registered office of the Company at Shriram House, No. 4, Burkit Road, T.Nagar, Chennai
– 600017, Tamil Nadu.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that Notice calling the Meeting, proxy form, attendance slip along with copies of the
Scheme and of the Explanatory Statement, under Sections 230(3) and 102 of the Companies Act, 2013 read
with Rule 6 of the Companies (Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations) Rules, 2016 with Annexures
have been sent. The same can be obtained free of charge at the registered office of the Company at Shriram
House, No.4, Burkit Road, T Nagar, Chennai – 600017.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the NCLT, Chennai Bench has appointed Advocate Mr. K.M. Ramesh, Madras
High Court and in his absence, a Director of the Company to be the Chairperson of the said meeting including
for any adjournment or adjournments thereof.
The Chairperson shall submit his report on the meeting within three days of the conclusion of the meeting to the
Hon’ble Tribunal.
The above-mentioned Scheme, if approved at the aforesaid meeting, will be subject to the such statutory and
other approvals required and the sanction of the Hon’ble Tribunal.
Note: The Notices have been dispatched to the Equity Shareholders of the Company by email dated 03.06.2022.

Sd/-
Mr. Nanda Kishore Sesha Narayanam, Director

Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited
Dated at Chennai on this the 03rd day of June 2022

Registered Office:
Shriram House,

No.4, Burkit Road, T Nagar,
Chennai – 600017

Form No. CAA. 2
[Pursuant to Section 230(3) of the Companies Act, 2013, and Rules 6 and 7 of the Companies

(Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations Rules, 2016)]
BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL,

BENCH, AT CHENNAI
C.A (CAA) NO. 5 OF 2022

In the Matter of the Companies Act, 2013
And

In the Matter of Sections 230 to 232 read with Section 52 and other applicable provisions of the Companies
Act, 2013

And
In The Matter of The Composite Scheme of Arrangement and Amalgamation between Shrilekha Business
Consultancy Private Limited and Shriram Financial Ventures (Chennai) Private Limited and Shriram Capital
Limited and Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited and Shriram City Union Finance Limited and
Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram Investment

Holdings Limited and their respective shareholders
NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING OF THE EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS OF THE COMPANY UNDER

THE PROVISIONS OF SECTIONS 230 TO 232 OF THE COMPANIES ACT, 2013 READ WITH RULE 6 OF
THE COMPANIES (COMPROMISES, ARRANGEMENTS AND AMALGAMATIONS) RULES, 2016.

Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited
a Company incorporated under the Companies
Act, 2013, having its Registered Office at
No. 4, Burkit Road, T.Nagar, Chennai – 600017,
Tamil Nadu, Represented by its Director Mr. C Mahesh

…. Resulting Company 2/SGIH
To,
The Equity Shareholders of Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited (“Resulting Company 2” or “Company”
or “SGIH”)
TAKE NOTICE that by an order made on May 11, 2022 in the above mentioned CompanyApplication (“Order”),
the Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal, Bench, at Chennai (“NCLT”) has directed that a meeting of the
Equity shareholders of the Company, be convened and held at the registered office of the Company on Thursday,
the July 7, 2022 at 11:00 A.M. for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit, approving, with or without
modification(s), the arrangement embodied in the Composite Scheme ofArrangement andAmalgamation between
Shrilekha Business Consultancy Private Limited and Shriram Financial Ventures (Chennai) Private Limited and
Shriram Capital Limited and Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited and Shriram City Union Finance
Limited and Shriram LI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited and Shriram Investment
Holdings Limited (“Scheme”) and their respective shareholders.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in pursuance of the said Order and as directed therein, a meeting of the Equity
Shareholders of the Company, will be held on Thursday, July 7, 2022 at 11:00 A.M., at the registered office of the
Company at which date, day, time and place you are requested to attend.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that you may attend and vote at the said meeting in person or by proxy on July 7,
2022 at 11 A.M at the registered office of the Company at Shriram House, No. 4, Burkit Road, T.Nagar, Chennai
– 600017, Tamil Nadu.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that Notice calling the Meeting, proxy form, attendance slip along with copies of the
Scheme and of the Explanatory Statement, under Sections 230(3) and 102 of the Companies Act, 2013 read
with Rule 6 of the Companies (Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations) Rules, 2016 with Annexures
have been sent. The same can be obtained free of charge at the registered office of the Company at Shriram
House, No.4, Burkit Road, T Nagar, Chennai – 600017.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the NCLT, Chennai Bench has appointed Advocate Mr. K.M. Ramesh, Madras
High Court and in his absence, a Director of the Company to be the Chairperson of the said meeting including
for any adjournment or adjournments thereof.
The Chairperson shall submit his report on the meeting within three days of the conclusion of the meeting to the
Hon’ble Tribunal.
The above-mentioned Scheme, if approved at the aforesaid meeting, will be subject to the such statutory and
other approvals required and the sanction of the Hon’ble Tribunal.
Note: The Notices have been dispatched to the Equity Shareholders of the Company by email dated 03rd June
2022.

Sd/-
Mr. C Mahesh, Director

Shriram GI Holdings Private Limited
Dated at Chennai on this the 03rd day of June, 2022

Registered Office:
Shriram House,

No.4, Burkit Road, T Nagar,
Chennai – 600017

Applications are invited for the following posts being filled on
Deputation (Including Short Term Contract) basis:

Interested and willing employees of Central Government/ State
Governments/ Union Territory Administrations / Public Sector
Undertakings / Statutory or Autonomous Bodies/ Recognized
Universities / Recognized Research Institutes may submit their
applications, complete in all respect, in the prescribed format
through proper channel to the Secretary, Sahitya Kala Parishad, 18-
A, Satsang Vihar Marg, Special Institutional Area, New Delhi-110067
within 30 days from the date of publication of advertisement in
Employment News Weekly. For details please visit website:
http://skpdelhi.in (under “News” and “Download”).

Sd/-
Secretary

Sahitya Kala Parishad

ÀffdW°¹f I »ff ´fdS¿fQÐ
Sf¿MÑe¹f Sfªf²ff³fe ÃfZÂf dQ»»fe ÀfSI fS

Àfa¦fe°f, ³fÈ°¹f, ³ffMI E½fa »fd»f°f I »ff AI fQ¸fe

18 E, Àf°Àfa¦f d½fWfS ¸ff¦fÊ À´fZ. BaÀMeMÐ¹fcMVf³f»f EdS¹ff

³fBÊ dQ»»fe-rrqqwx

Sathiya Kala Parishad
Govt. of NCT of delhi

Academy of Music, Dance, Drama & Fine Arts

18-A, Satsang Vihar Marg, Spl. Institutional Area

New Delhi-110067

Tel: 26867636 E-mail : sathiyakalaparishad@gmail.com Website : skpdelhi.in

Sl.
No

Name of the post
Number
of post

Pay Matrix

1
Assistant Secretary
(Music and Dance)

One
Level 7 (Rs. 44900-142400) in
the Pay Matrix as per the 7th CPC

2 Assistant Secretary
(Drama) One

Level 7 (Rs. 44900-142400) in
the Pay Matrix as per the 7th
CPC

DIP/SHABDARTH/0125/22-23

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR
DEEN DAYAL UPADHYAY HOSPITAL
HARI NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110064

Corrigendum to Advertisement Notice dated 14/05/2022 for
Vacant Posts

This is corrigendum to the previous notice dated 14/05/2022 As
only few number of applications were received in response to
the said vacancy notice, the last date for submission of
application has been extended to 08/07/2022 (upto 4:00 PM)
for Engagement of Doctors Retired from Government Service
purely on contract basis. Accordingly, keeping in view with
wider scope of applications the extension of last date, the
dates of events, eligibility of age, scope of post, etc have also
been modified. For more details, all the interested applicants
may see Notice Board in Administrative Block of Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Hospital or visit Hospital’s website i.e.
dduh.delhi.gov.in for detailed information. Applicants who
have already applied need not to apply again.
Sd/- (Dr. B. L. Chaudhary)
Medical Director
DDU Hospital, Hari Nagar,
New Delhi-110064. DIP/SHABDARTH/0121/22-23

GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAYA
(A Central University established by the Central Universities Act, 2009, No.25 of 2009)

KONI, BILASPUR-495 009 (C.G.) INDIA Tel. - +91-7752- 260342, Fax - +91-7752- 260154, 260148, website - www.ggu.ac.in

Ref. No. 198 /Admission /Academic/22 Bilaspur, Date- 03/06/2022
The Dr. Ambedkar Centre of Excellence (DACE), Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya invites online applications for free coaching of sched-
uled caste aspirants for civil services exams 2022-2023 (preliminary and mains). The entire information regarding admissions is available
on our GGV website www.ggu.ac.in/dace. The online application form for admissions will be available from our portal from 08.06.2022.
The last date to fill up the applications is 30.06.2022.
207 Registrar (Acting)

ADMISSION NOTICE (2022-23)

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

THESUPREMECourtFridaydis-
missedpleasagainsttheOdisha
government’s construction ac-
tivity around the Jagannath
temple in Puri, saying thework
toprovideamenities like toilets
andcloakroomswasinthepub-
lic interest.
It termed thepetitions “friv-

olous”andimposedafineofRs1
lakhontheappellants.

Abenchof JusticesBRGavai
andHimaKohli said: “We have
nohesitationinholdingthatthe
activities undertaken by the
State are completely in tune
withthedirectionsissuedbythe
three-JudgeBench(of theCourt
in a2019 ruling).”
“The construction is being

carried out for the purpose of
providing basic and essential
amenities like toilets for men
andwomen, cloak rooms, elec-
tricity rooms etc. These are the
basic facilitieswhichareneces-

sary for the convenience of the
devoteesatlarge”,saidthecourt.
“Theyarenecessaryinthelarger
public interest and there is no
prohibitioninthestatutefordo-
ingso,assoughttobearguedby
theappellants”.
The dispute related to the

constructionofpublicamenities
in the “prohibited area” around
the temple.
HearingaPIL,theOrissaHigh

Court had onMay 9 refused to
restrain the state from going
aheadwith thework.

The appellants had con-
tended that the work violated
the Ancient Monuments and
Archeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958, which pro-
hibits construction or excava-
tion within a 100-metre area
fromaprotectedmonument—
except in exceptional circum-
stanceswith the permission of
the Centre or the Director
General of the Archeological
Surveyof India.
They had also referred to an

ASI report that concluded that

theprojecthad“novalidpermis-
sion” and talked of “irrevocable
damage to heritage site” due to
removalof stratifieddeposits to
adepthof 15-20 feet.
Friday’s SC ruling, however,

notedthattheworkdoesnotfall
inthepurviewofconstructionas
definedby theAct.
The SC said: “We are of the

consideredviewthat thepublic
interestlitigationfiledbeforethe
High Court rather than being in
public interest, isdetrimental to
thepublic interest at large”.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, JUNE3

AWITNESS, whowas declared
deadbytheCBIinthe2016mur-
der case of Siwan journalist
RajdevRanjan,turnedupbefore
aMuzaffarpur court on Friday,
followingwhichthecourtissued
ashowcausenoticetotheinves-
tigatingagency.TheCBIhadalso
submitted a “death verification
report” in this regard.
Badami Devi, a resident of

Siwan,whowas declared dead
byCBI,presentedherself before
the court on Friday and pro-
duced documents to support
her identity. She is a witness
againstLaddanMian,oneof the
accused in themurder casebe-
ingheardby the samecourt.
Sharad Sinha, advocate of

Badami Devi, told reporters:
“Thecourtof firstadditionalses-
sion judge-cum-special judge
MP/ MLA case has expressed
surprise at the matter and is-
sued showcausenotice toCBI.”

CBI gets notice for
declaring living
witness dead

Construction near Jagannath temple in public interest: SC
DISMISSESPLEAS,TERMSTHEMFRIVOLOUS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KALABURAGI, JUNE3

SEVENPASSENGERSofaprivate
buswereburnttodeathinanac-
cident in the Kamalapura town
of Kalaburagi district in north
Karnataka in the early hours of

Friday.
Police said that around 29

passengers were travelling on
thebus fromGoatoHyderabad.
“According to the preliminary
investigation, the fire followed
an accident involving the bus
and a goods vehicle. All the in-
juredhavebeenadmittedtovar-

ious hospitals in Kalaburagi,” a
police officer said. SP Isha Pant
visitedthespotandthehospitals
andinquiredaboutthecondition
of the injured victims. Pant said,
“Weareconductingadetailedin-
quiryintotheaccident.Allthein-
juredpassengersarebeingtreated
inhospitals....”

7 killed as bus catches fire after collision
KARNATAKA

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JUNE3

THEJHARKHANDHighCourton
Friday rejected the non-main-
tainability plea filed in two PILs
concerning Chief Minister
HemantSoren—themininglease
of 2022 and the allegedmoney
launderingthroughshellcompa-
nies of 2021—andwill hear the
argumentsonmeritsonJune10.
The state had filed a plea

against the maintainability of
the shell companies PIL on the
basis of credibility of the peti-
tioner andon incomplete infor-
mation,while theCMhad chal-
lenged itandmining lease issue
onsimilargrounds.
Adetailedorderbythebench

of Chief Justice Ravi Ranjan and
JusticeSujitNarayanPrasadisyet
tobeuploaded.

HC rejects pleas
questioning
maintainability of
PILs against CM

JHARKHAND
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DON’T GO LOOKING
…forashivling ineverymosque, saidRSSchief. Forhiswords
tocarryanymeaning, theBJP leadershipshouldpayheed

R SSSarsanghchalakMohanBhagwat’scommentsontheGyanvapicontroversy
while speaking to a gathering of swayamsevaks inNagpur on Thursday are
significant—andwelcome. Inaspeechthatroamedthethemestraditionally
favoured by the RSS, of Hindu society, national unity and power, andwhich

spokeof Indianexceptionalismand “santulan (balance)” at homeandabroad, including
inUkraine, andreiterated theRSSviewof “vividhta (diversity)” in termsof “bhasha (lan-
guage)”,“pooja/panth(sect)”and“praant(region)”asthe“saajsajja(decoration)”of“ekta
(unity)”— that is, diversity as anaccoutrementor embellishmentof unity, not avalue in
itsownright—somelinescouldbereadasadepartureandapotentialsoftening.Evenas
hespokeof the “visheshshraddha (special faith)”of the “Hindusamaj”onGyanvapi, the
RSSchief openedadoor:There isahistorythatwedidn’tmake,hesaid,andthatwecan-
not change, as Hindus and asMuslims, but as far as the RSS is concerned, its agitational
rolewasconfined to thespecific circumstancesof the (Ayodhya)movement. “Abhamko
koiaandolannahinkarnahai(nowwewillnotbeinvolvedinanycampaign)”.Ifasolution
cannotbe found throughnegotiation (“aapasmeinmil baithkar, sahmati se”), everyone
should accept the decision of the courts.Meanwhile, “roz ek jhagda kyun badhana hai
(whycreateadailyconflict)”, let therebenomorehunts inmosques for“shivlings”.
Tobesure, past experienceof theplayingoutofHindu-Muslimdisputesoverplaces

ofworshipandtheRSS’sownshadowypoliticsinthem,serveasahealthwarningagainst
over-readingwhatBhagwatsaid,andwhathemeant.Andyet,hisattempttopriseaway,
evenif justabit, theHindu-Muslimpresentfromitspastresentments,hisunderliningof
theauthorityof thecourts, andmostof all,his caution, innearlysomanywords, against
anoverzealousHinduassertionandtriumphalismrakingupolddisputesandcreatingnew
confrontations, is heartening. In the current climate, inwhich the BJP’s top leadership
maintainsastrategicsilenceevenasshrillvoicesriseonGyanvapi,theRSShasspokenup,
takena step forward. It hasdrawna line that thehot-heads in theproject of cultural re-
vivalism, emboldenedbyHindutva’s serial electoral successes, cannot easily dismiss or
ignore. Because it carries the imprimatur of the Sarsanghchalak’s positionwithin the
SanghParivar, it comes fromwithin.
But of course, these can be lines in the sand. Even in September 2018, Bhagwat had

seemedto takeaboldstep forwardbyreadingdownMSGolwalkar’sBunchof Thoughts,
inwhichMuslimsarecalled theenemyor “shatru”. But that seemingbreakthroughdid
not translate into anythingpolitically substantial. Now, Bhagwat’s statementswill only
carrymeaning,ormakeadifference, if theyareheedednot justbythearmyofHindutva
hardlinersontheground,butalso,andmuchmoreimportantly,bytheBJP’ssenior lead-
ershipinthepartyandgovernment. IfwhatwassaidinNagpuronThursdayhastotravel
outside, and to theground, thepartywill need toownandamplify themessage—with
minimal loss in translation.

A MELANCHOLY MUSIC
BhajanSopori’sdemise leaves thesantoororphaned.

Thevoidwillbehardto fill

THESANTOORIS inmourning.Withinthespaceof amonth, the100-stringed
instrument fromKashmir has lost two of its finest practitioners. Just three
weeksafterShivKumarSharmapassedawayinMumbai,BhajanSoporidied
inaGurugramhospital onThursday. Bothhad left theValley topursue their

art inlesscoolclimes.Butinthecitiestheylivedandperformedin,theirsantoorbrought
aliveapieceof theValley.
Sopori was born into a family of musicians. His grandfather Pandit Samsar Chand

Sopori and father, Pandit Shamboo Nath Sopori were greatly respectedmusicians in
JammuandKashmirandthey initiatedyoungSopori intotheworldofmusic.Theirmu-
sic represented the composite Shaivite-Sufi traditionof theValley. The santoor, amusi-
cal instrumentdistinct toKashmir, hasbeenanessential featureof theValley's folk and
devotionalmusic.BhajanSoporireinventeditfortheHindustaniconcertplatform,com-
biningaspectsof Sufiyanamausiquiandtheclassical ragasystem.Hewashelpedbythe
fact that Sharma had prepared the ground for the santoor to be accepted as an instru-
mentinitsownrightfortheclassicalconcertstage.Together,theyraisedtheprofileof the
santoor,andfoundaninventiveplayingstylewhichallowedtheexplorationofHindustani
ragas. Their work is comparable to the effort of BaluswamyDikshitar, who in the 19th
centuryadaptedtheviolin, thenseenasanexclusivelywestern instrument, forCarnatic
music, first asanaccompanying instrumentandthen for soloconcerts.
Sopori,whoworkedwithAll IndiaRadio,wasforcedtoshiftoutofKashmirwhenvi-

olenceengulfedtheValley inthe '90s.Kashmirbecameamemorythat founditsvoice in
hismusic.Hissantoorwasaragainwhichlistenersheardthegurgleofmountainstreams,
experienced thequietofmountainpeaks, andsensed thedeepblueof the lakes.

AAP KA CHALLENGE
InPunjab, itsnewlyelectedgovernment isbattlingsecurity
spectresandanagrariancrisis. Itmustnot let its focuswaver

PUNJABHASBEENintheeyeofastormsincethekillingofpopularsingerSidhu
MoosewalalastSunday.Comingasitdiddaysafterthewithdrawalofhissecu-
rityalongwiththatof423othersintherun-uptotheOperationBluestaranniver-
saryonJune6, itspotlightedoneof thetwomonumentalchallengesfacingthe

AamAadmiPartygovernmentinthestate.Thenewly-electedBhagwantSinghManngov-
ernmenthasinheritedspectresandproblemsinthesecurityandagriculturalsectors.They
can’t bewishedawayor resolvedwithamagicbullet, for theyhavebeenbuildingup for
years—onethat is in largepartduetothegeographyof thestatethatmakesitvulnerable
to themachinations of an inimical neighbour, and the other due to the criminal lack of
foresight by successive governments that let the gains of the Green Revolution plateau
andpeterout.Sodeepistheagrariancrisisthatfarmersandfarmlabourerscontinuetotake
theirownlivesevenasCMBhagwantMannhasmadeacommendablestartwithstepssuch
asmonetaryincentivesforpromotingdirectseedingof ricetosavewater,andannounce-
mentof aminimumsupportprice formoong(greengram).
Thenewgovernmenthasbeenhamstrungbyallegationsofdeterioratinglawandor-

der. ThePatialaviolencebetweena rogue factionof theShivSenaandsomeoutfitspar-
tial to a separatist agendawas the first big test for theMann government. That it acted
swiftly anddid not let it spill over goes to its credit. Then came the rocket attack on the
intelligenceheadquartersinMohali,whichgavemorehefttotheOppositionchargethat
the statewasbackon theprecipice. Thedaylight killing ofMoosewala and the tsunami
of anger that followedhasbeenunprecedented.
TheUnionhomeministryhasdecidedtogiveZplussecuritytoAkalTakhtheadpriest

Harpreet SinghwhohadrebuffedPunjabpolice security after itwithdrewandrestored
it in aday—hehasdeclined this offer aswell. The state government shoulddrawa les-
sonfromthis incidentanddedicateitsenergiestogoverningthestate, insteadofplaying
tothegallery.ThestatewhichgavetheAAPasweepingmandatehashaditsshareofgim-
micksandrhetoric.What itneeds is sustainedsoberandseriousgovernance.

Amit Bhandari

Across theworld, the ideaof civilisation isbeing
utilised in theserviceof anarrownationalism

LESSONS FROM A PRICE SHOCK
Indiamustworkon insulating its supplychains fromglobalpolitical crises

CIVILISATIONISM IS AN intellectual fad
sweeping across the corridors of power in
important capitals around theworld. Since
civilisations are the broadest cultural enti-
ties intowhich the human species is often
divided, onewould have expected civilisa-
tionism to transcend nationalism. Yet the
civilisational rhetoric of today ismostly an
exerciseinrebrandingnations —aneffortto
expandornarrowanimagined“we”against
anequally imagined“they”.
The civilisation-state is now counter-

poised to the nation-state. India, China,
Russia,Turkey,andIranareamongcountries
whereeitherstateofficialsorinfluentialper-
sonalitiesclosetothegovernmentsinpower
havemadestatementstotheeffectthattheir
countries are civilisations unto themselves
andnotnation-states.
In the case of Russia, the statement that

“Russia isnot justacountry, it’s reallyasep-
arate civilisation” has been attributed to
PresidentVladimir Putinhimself. There is a
direct link between the civilisational idea
that the Russianworld is not limited to the
geographicalbordersof Russiaandthe irre-
dentist claimthatUkraine isnota real state.
Itwas the ideologicalmotivationand impe-
tus for theRussian invasionofUkraine.
It isperhapsnotacoincidencethatcoun-

tries thathave tried to findamiddleground
on the Russo-Ukrainewar are also aspira-
tionalcivilisation-states.Doestheentangle-
mentwith civilisationismathomeproduce
a level of inchoate sympathy with fellow
civilisationistsabroad?
What do these aspirational civilisation-

states have in common?They are relatively
largecountriesthatareoftendescribedasmid-
dlepowers, regional powers, or evenwould-
besuperpowers.Theterritoriesofthesecoun-
trieswereoncehome toancient civilisations
andgreat empires andkingdoms in thepre-
colonial era. Thedocumentary recordof that
history—notably,thecorpusofclassicaltexts
—survivedtheonslaughtoftheWesterncon-
quest.Acontrastcanbedrawnwiththreegreat
civilisations of the Americas — the Aztec,
Mayan, and Inca—mostofwhosecodicesor
manuscriptsdidnotsurvivethedepredations
of the European conquest. In termsof social
practices,however,continuitieswiththepre-

colonialeraareasevidentintheAmericasasin
countriesof theOldWorld.
While the contemporary claimants to a

civilisational identity are relatively large
countries,smallerentitiestoohaveoccasion-
allymadesuchclaims.Forinstance,theNaga
leaderAngamiZapuPhizo,whoproudlyas-
serted that “Nagas are not Indian, andwe
have never had anything to dowith India”,
said in support of this claim that “we have
our own culture and civilisation,which our
forefathersdevelopedcenturiesago. . . Ithas
stood the testof time”.
Portuguese politician and author Bruno

Macaesmakestheclaim–surprisingat first
glance—thateventheEuropeanUnion(EU)
“is in theprocess of being reconfigured as a
civilisation-state,apoliticalentityaggregat-
ingall thosewholivebyaspecificvaluesys-
tem and using political tools to protect
European civilisation fromtheattacks of its
enemies”.Macaessays, rather tellingly, that
he firstbecameawareof thisquiet transfor-
mationwhenhisfellowEuropeanpoliticians
begansayingthatEuropeisthebestplacein
theworld to live.
Macaes’semphasisonaparticularvalue

system as being foundational to Europe’s
civilisational identity points to a view that
civilisationism, likenationalism,alsohas its
goodandbadversions. Ina1945book,Hans
Kohn,apioneerscholarofnationalism,made
acontroversialdistinctionbetweenWestern
andEasternnationalisms.OnlyWesternna-
tionalism, he argued, was connected to the
Enlightenment’s legacy of the free individ-
ual; thenationalismsofCentralandEastern
EuropeandAsiawerenot.
Acrudeversionof theEuropeancivilisa-

tional rhetoric is a key facet of the political
stance of national-populist politicians like
VictorOrbanofHungaryandDonaldTrump
oftheUnitedStates.Theyopenlytriedtode-
fine their country’s borders in civilisational
—andeffectivelyracial—terms,notinterms
ofwhatinternationallawrequiresorforbids.
Right-wingpopulistpoliticiansinanumber
of European countries now talk of a
European civilisational identity. They even
embrace Christianity, though not in a reli-
gious sense, and a few cherry-picked ele-
ments of liberalism— including the public

disavowal of anti-Semitism— as parts of
their European identity. The talk of a civili-
sational identity allows them tomaintain a
studiedsilenceonrace.
The late historian Eric Hobsbawmonce

comparedthehistorians’relationshiptona-
tionalismwith that of poppy-growers to
heroinaddicts:“Wesupplytheessentialraw
material for themarket”. Nations belong to
the era of political modernity and they are
allnecessarilyyoung,but“whatmakesana-
tion is the past, what justifies one nation
against others is the past”. Since historians
produce the past, “my profession”, said
Hobsbawmwryly, cannot avoid getting en-
tangled in political controversies.
Unsurprisingly, this applies to civilisation-
ismaswell.
Butifcivilisationsareutilisedintheserv-

ice of nationalism, what happens to the
promiseof thecivilisational ideaasahigher
orderprincipleforjudgingthenation-stateas
apoliticalform?Somereflectionsbyphiloso-
pherSarvepalliRadhakrishnan,madenearly
acenturyago,relatetothisquestion. InKalki
or the Future of Civilisation, Radhakrishnan
wrote, “Beforewecanbuildastablecivilisa-
tionworthyofhumanityasawholeit isnec-
essarythateachhistoricalcivilisationshould
become conscious of its limitations and its
unworthiness to become the ideal civilisa-
tionof theworld”.
Whenone juxtaposes thehaughty civil-

isation talk of today against the state of our
planet, Radhakrishnan’s appeal to humility
becomespropheticandcompelling.In1929,
when that book came out, Radhakrishnan
hadreasonstobeoptimisticaboutthefuture
of theplanet:“Astronomerstellusthatthere
is no reason to suppose that this planetwill
be uninhabitable”. But in our era of climate
crisis, the ongoing death and loss from the
pandemic, and surging global and intra-
country inequality, it ishard toharbour this
optimism.
One can only hope that the civilisation-

ism fad soon becomes passé and that the
world embraces a new, just, and peaceful
formofplanetarypolitics.

Thewriter isprofessorofPolitical Studiesat
BardCollege,NewYork

THE RUSSIA-UKRAINE conflict, nowmore
thanthreemonthsold,willcausemajor,long-
termshiftsintheglobalenergyandcommod-
itytrade.WesternsanctionsonRussiaandef-
forts of European nations to diversify their
energy supplies are already causingmarket
distortions and high prices. Those, in turn,
have begun to trigger inflation andwide-
spread financial distress. In India, the price
shockforcommoditiesacrosstheboard,could
derailtheeconomyasitrecoversfromtheef-
fectsofCovid-19.
Theconflicthasalreadyhadaworldwide

economicimpact.Crudeoilpricesareattheir
highestlevelsince2014;thepriceofLNGisat
itshighestever, fertiliserandfoodareupand
marketsforseveralothercommoditiessuchas
nickel have beendisrupted. Expensive com-
moditiesarealreadycausingdistressinIndia’s
neighbourhood,forexample,inSriLankaand
Pakistan.InSriLanka’scase,economicturmoil
duetohighinflation,shortagesofbasicneces-
sitiesandadefaultonforeigndebt,hascaused
apoliticalcrisisaswell.
Thewarning signswere visible long be-

foretheconflictinUkrainebegan.Insufficient
investment in oil and gas production in pre-
cedingyearsresultedinhighprices,andshort-
ageswere being felt. A number of European
investors,suchasNorway’ssovereignwealth
fund,announcedtheywouldnolongerinvest
in traditional fuels— oil, gas, coal.With in-
vestorskeepingaway, theconflict inUkraine

precipitatedtheinevitable.
Evenwithout the conflict, another factor

couldhavetriggeredthepriceshock.Natural
gas isusedasa feedstockfor fertiliser.Anen-
ergy shock is then inevitably followed by a
foodpriceshock.
Whatdoes the futurehold?Howbadthe

situation can becomedepends onmultiple
factors—thedurationoftheUkraineconflict,
thetermsonwhichitissettled,if itis,andthe
responseoftheUSanditsallies,especiallyon
thesanctions.
While these outcomes cannot be pre-

dicted,sometrendsareevident.First,irrespec-
tiveofhowtheconflictpansout,theEuropean
Union’s tieswith Russiawill continue to be
strained.Intheimmediateterm,theEUistry-
ing to source its rawmaterials—most criti-
callyoilandnaturalgas,butalsofertiliser,agri-
culturalgoodsandmetals—fromnon-Russian
sources. Thiswill causedistortionsandprice
spikes for those commodities in the global
market, as canalreadybeseen in thenatural
gasmarket,up300percent inthelastyear.
Second, sanctions onRussia are unlikely

toachievethedesiredpoliticaloutcome.The
USanditsalliesarequicktoimposesanctions
—andthesearerarelywithdrawn,ifever.Iran
hasbeenunderUSsanctionssince1979,and
thesamewithVenezuelaforoveradecade.In
both cases, sanctions have failed to achieve
the desired political outcome—a change in
regimeoritsbehaviour.AsRussiaismuchbet-

terplacedthaneitherof those twocountries
toweathersanctions,therestrictionsarelikely
toremainforalongwhile.
Third, thehighpriceof energyandthere-

sulting inflation shows why much of the
emergingworld is unwilling and unable to
alignwiththeWestonthecurrentsanctions.
Russiais11percentofthegloballandmassand
amongtheworld’stopfiveproducersandex-
porters of oil, gas, fertiliser andother critical
commodities likenickel. It is toobig tobe re-
placed as a supplier. Attempts to buy from
other countrieswill onlydistortmarkets fur-
ther. Inemergingeconomies, itcanfanpublic
anger and political unrest, as was seen in
TunisiaandotherArabcountriesfrom2010on.
LargeremergingeconomiessuchasChina,

India and Brazil will disregard sanctions on
theirkeyeconomicinterests,particularlyfood,
fertilisersandenergy.SpecificallyforIndia,its
dependenceontheseessentialsisunlikelyto
reducemeaningfully over the next 15-20
years. In the immediate future, the country
should collaborate with other similar
economies to ensure that Russia doesn’t get
lockedoutofglobalcommoditymarkets.For
the long term, itmustworkon insulating its
supplychainsfromglobalpoliticalcrises.

Bhandari isSeniorFellowforEnergy,
InvestmentandConnectivity,GatewayHouse.
Hehasalsoauthored IndiaandtheChanging

GeopoliticsofOil

What do these aspirational
civilisation-states have in
common? They are relatively
large countries that are often
described as middle powers,
regional powers, or even
would-be superpowers. The
territories of these countries
were once home to ancient
civilisations and great
empires and kingdoms in the
pre-colonial era. The
documentary record of that
history — notably, the
corpus of classical texts —
survived the onslaught of the
Western conquest. A
contrast can be drawn with
three great civilisations of
the Americas — the Aztec,
Mayan, and Inca — most of
whose codices or
manuscripts did not survive
the depredations of the
European conquest.

Larger emerging economies
such as China, India and
Brazil will disregard
sanctions on their key
economic interests,
particularly food, fertilisers
and energy. Specifically for
India, its dependence on
these essentials is unlikely to
reduce meaningfully over the
next 15-20 years. In the
immediate future, the
country should collaborate
with other similar
economies to ensure that
Russia doesn’t get locked out
of global commodity
markets.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY, JUNE4,2022

WORDLYWISE
Wonder is the basis ofworship.

— THOMAS CARLYLETHEEDITORIALPAGE

STANDOFF AT STANLEY
BRITISH JETS SWOOPED over the Falklands
capital of Port Stanley and dropped thou-
sandsof leafletscallingonArgentina's7,000
besiegedtroopstosurrender,theministryof
defence said. It said the leaflets included
copies of an open letter fromRear Admiral
JohnWoodward, commander of the naval
task force sent to restore British rule, to
Argentina'smilitary governor in the seized
colony, BrigMarioMenendez. As his troops
on commandingheights outside the belea-
guered town geared for the order to attack,
AdmiralWoodwardtoldtheBrigadier:“The
forcesundermycommandhaveestablished

adominatingpresenceinthisareaandthere
canbenoprospectofyourgarrisonbeingre-
lieved.Mattershavenowreached thepoint
where youmust considerwhether there is
anyfurtherpointinmaintainingresistancein
the faceof suchoverwhelmingodds.”

PUNJAB SHAKE-UP
THECENTRE'SDECISIONtoremovethePunjab
Chief Secretary, I.C.Puri, ispartof theprocess
theUnionGovernmenthasstartedunderthe
directionof PrimeMinister IndiraGandhi to
toneupthePunjabadministration inviewof
wantonextremistactivities.Puri isbeingsent
to Mussoorie as director of the Shastri

Academy. ThePunjab government has been
told the newChief Secretary should be ap-
pointedimmediatelyandPurirelievedsoon.

AKASHVANI DEBATE
THE MINISTRY OF Information and
Broadcasting is in no mood to oblige the
AIADMK,which haswhipped up a contro-
versyovertherenamingofAll IndiaRadioas
Akashvani. The Deputy Minister for
Information and Broadcasting, Arif
MohammadKhan, toldENS that theCentre
would not rescind the order despite M G
Ramachandran'sdecisiontoboycottAIRand
Doordarshan.

JUNE 4, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

The new civilisationism

Sanjib Baruah

New Delhi



13
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY, JUNE4,2022

WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Even before the jury decided in Johnny Depp’s favour, the publicity
surrounding this case was troubling.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

If ethnic politics continued
to preoccupy Paul
empirically and theoretically
in the 1980s, his major
subject by then had become
communal violence — a
theme he had encountered
before but on which he
started to focus
systematically then. In 1983,
while he was doing fieldwork
in Aligarh — his main case
study along with Meerut —
he conceived the notion of
the ‘institutionalised riot
system’, a system ‘in which
known persons and groups
occupy specific roles in the
rehearsal for and the
production of
communal riots’.

ATATIMEwhentheageofviolencehasre-
duceddeath to just anumber tobeadded
totheofficialstatistics,wewillsoonforget
Rajni Bala, the 36-year-old teacher who
was shot by terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kulgam district. And possibly,
becauseofourpsychicandspiritualimpov-
erishment,manyofuswillpleadforyetan-
other formof violence—militarism as an
answer to terrorism. However, it is really
difficulttounderstandwhatitmeanswhen
violence enters the corridors of a school,
andchildren, irrespectiveof theirreligious
identities, see their affectionate teacher
killed by terrorists. The reason is that we
havealmost forgottentovaluethehealing
power of education or say, the possibility
inanactofcommunionbetweena“Hindu”
teacherand“Muslim”students.Astheter-
rorists kill Rajni Bala, they try to kill this
emancipatory possibility. Because terror-
ism is essentially adespiritualisedandni-
hilisticact;it instilsfearandnegatestheart
ofcommunication.Likeanyotherextrem-
ist doctrine, it cannot go beyond the vio-
lenceof stereotyping“enemies”.
However, asa teacher, it isexceedingly

difficultformetoforgetRajniBala.Norcan
I find some sort of vicarious pleasure in
consumingacounter-narrative like this—
“Two Jaish-e-Muhammadmilitantswere
shot dead in the anti-militancy operation
in Pulwama”! In fact, the vicious cycle of
violenceandcounter-violencefurtherbru-
talises our consciousness, and takes us
nowhere.Furthermore,asateacher, Ihave
learnedwhattoxicmilitantsornon-reflex-
ivegeneralsoften fail tounderstand—the
realisation of our shared humanity is the
ultimategiftofmeaningfulanddialogiced-
ucation; and a classroom, unlike the bat-
tlefield, can take us to the fusion of hori-
zons. For instance, inmyclass, I have seen
bright and sensitive Kashmiri “Muslim”
students; we havewalked together, and
learned and unlearned together. Neither
the terrorists nor themilitaristic state can
conceiveof thispossibility.Andhence,as I
feel, the killing of Rajni Bala ought to dis-
turballthosewhovaluethehealingpower
of education.
Imagine that traumatic morning on

May 31. She was just about to enter the
school;childrenwerereadyfortheassem-
blyandthen, theysawtheir teacherbeing
shot and killed. Possibly, these children
were waiting eagerly for this history
teacher to illuminate their minds; possi-
bly,Mrs Bala toowaswaiting for themo-
ment that every genuine teacher loves—
the art of discoveringwhat Khalil Gibran
said—Yourchildrenarenotyourchildren.
They are the sons and daughters of life’s
longingfor itself.Butthen,terrorism,even
if itwears theuniformof somereligionor
other,hasnoreligiosity; it isagainst life; it
moves towards collective suicide. And
thosewonderfulchildrenwhowereabout

to begin their morning prayers, as every
goodteacherwouldliketobelieve,arestill
endowedwith creative possibilities, the
possibilities that gave us a mystic like
Jalaluddin Rumi, a peace activist like
MartinLutherKing Jr, orasinger like John
Lennon. And terrorists are afraid of these
possibilities.
AstheykillRajniBala, theyseektocon-

veyamessagetothesechildren:Abhorall
noble dreams; negate the spirit of dia-
logue and communication; your teacher
can be your enemy; and accept that vio-
lence is normal, inevitable and desirable
for creating a “free” land. In fact, unless
thesechildrenareadequatelycounselled,
loved and nurtured by great teachers,
manyof themmightbecomeemotionally
crippled and psychologically wounded.
When extremist violence, encounter
deaths and targeted killings pollute the
cultural environment and cause wide-
spread fear, suspicion and broken com-
munication,will itbepossible to imagine
thepraxis of liberating education?
RajniBalawasnotacelebrity.Andeven

though allmajor political personalities in
Kashmir—fromMehboobaMufti toOmar
Abdullah— condemned this terrorist act,
shewill soon be forgotten. And possibly,
representatives of the Indian state will
arrange yet another press conference, and
giveus thenewstatistics— thenumberof
terrorists arrested or killed, and theway
theyaredealingwith the “Pakistan factor”
in this conspiracy against India. The ruling
regimewith itsdiscourseofhyper-nation-
alismwillcontinuetopersuadeusthatthe
abrogationofArticle370wastherightstep
to restore “normalcy” in Kashmir.
Meanwhile,KashmiriPanditswillthreaten
to undertake mass migration from the
Valley if thegovernmentdoesnot relocate
themto“safe”places.
Amid this rapid flow of events, why

shouldweallowthetragedyofasimple/un-
knownschoolteacherlikeRajniBalatodis-
turbus?Infact,theprivilegedoneswholive
in “mainstream” Indiawill rather love to
consumeKashmirasjustatourismspecta-
cle.Amidthe instantaneityof socialmedia
and the act of sharing their “happy”mo-
mentsatDalLakeandSonamarg, theywill
possiblythankthebrigadeofhyper-nation-
alists sitting in Delhi for restoring “nor-
malcy” intheValley.Orforthatmatter,our
noisytelevisionanchors—theneweduca-
torsinthistoxicage—willaskustobelieve
that the only answer is heightenedmili-
tarismor the reduction of the entire terri-
tory intoasiteof surveillance.
However, Rajni Balawas different. She

wastrulyinthe“field”.Sheleftherhomein
Sambadistrict—shewas living inarented
house inKulgamfor thepast14years;and
aboveall,shewasateacher.Anddespitethe
psychologyoffearthatnaturallyenveloped
her being at this time of targeted killings,
shewas, asmy own identity as a teacher
makesme believe, trying to accomplish
what every sane person should do— see-
ingchildrenasflowerstobloom,orsowing
the seeds of love in that school in a dis-
turbedterritory.Thiswaslikeseeingtheex-
traordinaryintheordinary.Nowonder,the
terrorists — the bearers of Thanatos, the
death instinct—killedher.

Thewriter taughtsociologyat JNU

HOWCAN I do justice to Paul Brass’s contri-
butiontoIndianstudiesinathousandwords?
First of all, perhaps, bymentioningmy first
meetingwithhim—simply because it is re-
vealing of his generosity (whenhe is said to
bebetterknownforhiscantankerousnature).
Itwas1987.WewereinParis—wherehehad
been invited by theMaison des Sciences de
l’Homme—andIhadjuststartedmyPhD.He
notonly spent twohourswitha23-year-old
non-initiated doctoral student but gaveme
key information, including the address of
BruceGraham,thethenbestspecialistonthe
JanaSanghwhomIwastovisitafewmonths
laterinBrighton—andwhofinallysupervised
mythesis.Manycolleagueshavesimilar sto-
riestotell.
Paul, like some of his contemporaries,

MyronWeiner, Lloyd Rudolph and Susan
HoeberRudolph, playedapioneering role in
thestudyofIndia.Andlikethem,heremained
a key figure in the field formore than half a
century. He visited India to do fieldwork for
thefirsttimein1961andchoseUttarPradesh,
astatehewastostudyfordecadesandknew
like thepalmof his hand—WesternUPdis-
tricts like Aligarh andMeerut in particular.
Paul believed less in quantitativemethods
than in ethnography. During his long career,
heinterviewedseveralkindsofresourceper-
sons— including obscure local leaders and
stalwartsof Indianpolitics.Most timesthese
intervieweesremainedinhispublishedworks
butwerereferredto in footnoteswithacode
numberthatharkedbacktoPaul'snotebooks.
On the basis of this rich empiricalmate-

rial, Paul visited key themes of political sci-
ence. He focused first on the party building
process that theCongressandotherpolitical
forcesfollowedinUP.Thisallowedhimtore-
fine theroleof factionalismin Indianpolitics
—at the same timeRajni Kothari conducted
hisownstudyof the“Congresssystem”.
Hethenconcentratedhisenergyoniden-

tity politics. In Language, Religion and Politics
inNorthIndia (1974),hisfirstmasterpiece,he
usedcasestudiesfromBihar,UPandPunjabto
analyse themalleability of ethnic identities.
Accountingforthestrategyofpoliticalentre-
preneurs of theMaithilimovement, of the
MuslimLeaguebeforeandafterPartition,and
oftheSikhactiviststillthePunjabiSubaagita-
tion,heshowedthat language-basedandre-
ligiousidentities, far frombeinggivens,were
shaped and reshaped by ideologues and
politiciansagainsttheso-called“others”(with
whom, in fact, they often sharedmany cul-
turalfeatures).Hearticulatedthisinstrumen-
talist theory against the primordialist ap-
proach very convincingly in his debatewith
FrancisRobinson—aremarkablycivilised,ac-
ademiccontroversy.
If ethnic politics continued topreoccupy

Paulempiricallyandtheoreticallyinthe1980s,
hismajor subject by thenhadbecomecom-
munal violence— a themehe had encoun-

teredbeforebutonwhichhestartedtofocus
systematicallythen.In1983,whilehewasdo-
ingfieldworkinAligarh—hismaincasestudy
alongwithMeerut—heconceivedthenotion
ofthe“institutionalisedriotsystem”,asystem
“inwhichknownpersonsandgroupsoccupy
specificrolesintherehearsalforandthepro-
duction of communal riots”. Andhe added:
“Theproductionofcommunalriotsisveryof-
tenapoliticalone,frequentlyassociatedwith
intense interparty competition…” The year
the Ramjanmabhoomimovement started,
Paulhadalreadyunderstoodwhatwas tobe
themechanismofthemarchofIndiatoethno-
religiouspolarisation.Andbycontrasttomany
of his colleagues, who preferred to use eu-
phemisms, he called a spadea spade, as evi-
dentfromthetitleofhisbooks, includingthe
onehepublishedin2005,Formsofcollectivevi-
olence: riots,pogromsandgenocide inModern
India.
Bythen,afourthcycle,thelastone,hadal-

readystarted:Paul’smonumentalbiography
of CharanSingh in threevolumes. Thismag-
numopus is like an allegory of Paul’s long-
termrelationshipwithIndiaandUPinpartic-
ular.Hehadmetthegreatkisanpoliticianfor
the first time in 1962, and then in 1967, and
started a correspondencewith him in 1968
that ended only in 1987, with the death of
Charan Singh. By then, Singh had agreed to
give Paul full access to his private papers, an
amazingsignoftrust.Thethreevolumesdraw
from these 155 files. They offer a formidable
entry point in the history of pre-independ-
enceandpost-1947India.
Paul, who has written 16 books and

dozensof articles andbook chapters,was so
muchinlovewithresearchthathetookearly
retirementfromtheUniversityofWashington
in the late 1990s. Relieved from teaching, he
devotedhistime—includingsomeofthetime
hespentinhishouseintheRockyMountains
—towriting.Buthecontinuedtodofieldwork.
The last time Imethim,withGillesVerniers,
another UP specialistwhomhe considered
oneofhismostpromisingsuccessors,itwasat
the India International Centre, in 2013, for a
memorablelunch.Onthefollowingday,they
bothwenttoMeerutandBaghpatdistricts,to
revisit someof the villages Paul had studied
inhisPhD,50yearsearlier.
Paulhasleftus,buthisbooksarestillwith

us, and it is the right time to (re)read them.
Not only because they decipher India’s po-
litical and social trajectory over the last 50
years, and describe howwe have reached
wherewe are today, but also because they
demonstrate the incomparable value of his
method: A rigorous fieldwork-based tech-
niqueof investigationrelyingoninterviews,
participant observation and archival work.
Speaking about archives: Paul gavemore
thanonehundredboxesofhispapers tothe
University ofWashington in Seattle; those
whoareinterestedintheprimarysourceshe
hadcollectedcanconsult themand learn—
not only about India but also about the job
of thesocial scientist.

Thewriter is senior research fellowatCERI-
SciencesPo/CNRS,Paris, professorof Indian

PoliticsandSociologyatKing’s India
Institute, London

When a teacher
is killed

DISTRACTION TACTICS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Enforced Directorate’ (IE, June 3). All
governments use investigative agen-
cies against their adversaries for their
own political gain. What is notewor-
thyisthatEDgatherssteamonlywhen
elections are on the cards - indeed
serving as a potent distraction and
poachingweapon tobring downgov-
ernments. The question that begs an-
swering is —what comes of these in-
vestigations?Theyeitherdon'tseeany
convictions and when they do, it re-
mains business as usual for a political
class that has innumerable convicts
amid their ranks.

DeepakSinghal,Noida

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial ‘Enforced
Directorate’ (IE, June 3).While all rul-
ing regimes have been guilty of mis-
usinginvestigatingagenciesfallingun-
der their purview, the manner in
which the Modi government is un-
abashedly using these to meet their
political ends has left any semblance
of theirbeingindependentandimpar-
tial in tatters. As the editorial points
out,most of these cases, in the course
of time, fall by the wayside, and this
tells its own story. It would have bro-
ken new grounds had the NDA
thought of de-linking these agencies
from parochial political considera-
tions.Without thisde-linking, there is
little hope for change.

Vijai Pant,Hempur

OIL THE MACHINE
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Thescarsof
instantjustice’(IE,June2).TheSCpanel's
report on the case evokedmixed reac-
tions insociety.Someareenragedatthe
policemachineryforjumpingtherubric
of law,whileothersarearguingthat the
victim's familywasprovided someclo-
sure through theencounter, thatgener-
ally remains elusive to complainants in
matterslikethese.This legalproceeding
has opened the door to a conversation
aroundwhyencountersaresofrequentin
our country. The inefficiencyof the jus-
tice delivery system, skewed often to
favourtheaccusedoverthecomplainants
is oneof themain reasons for these ex-
tra-judicial killings. The SCpanel report
must be taken as awakeup call to deal
withthisvital issueinaholisticmanner.

RaviMathur,Noida

GROW AT HOME
THISREFERSTO thearticle, ‘A Lesson In
FoodSecurity ’(IE, June2). Theadviceof
thewritertoIndiatobeself-sufficientin
edibleoilsandmilkdeservestobetaken
on board readily. This is because their
shortagehascreatedunprecedentedpo-
litical upheaval in Sri Lanka recently.
Faultypolicydecisionsandshrinkageof
thetouristindustryduetothepandemic
madethecountryunabletoimporteven
basic food itemsadequately. Indiamust
focuson incentivising farmingactivities
outsideofwheatandpaddycrops.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

A PREMATURE AND punishing summer
makes lifemiserable formany across India,
especiallyinthecities.Thesoaringtempera-
tures adversely affect health, cause a dip in
agricultural production, and also dry up
rivers. Indeed, the repercussions of climate
changearebeingfeltmorestronglythanever,
especiallyinclimate-vulnerablezones.Cities
inIndiaarealsofeelingtheheatduetoacom-
binationof factors, including theurbanheat
islandeffect,butlargelyonaccountofill-con-
ceivedurbanisation.
India is rapidly urbanising and is esti-

matedtohost50percentof itspopulationin
cities by 2050. But are Indian cities ready to
sustainthisgrowthoverthelonghaul,espe-
ciallywhenurbanplanningappearswoefully
out of stepwith growth and ill-equipped to
dealwiththeexistinggaps,letalonethechal-
lengesof climatechange?
Ourcitiesalreadysufferfromhighpopu-

lation density, unaffordable housing, im-
properwastedisposal,waterscarcitymostof
theyearandfloodingduringtherains,pollu-
tionandattendant illnesses, foodandnutri-
tional insecurity and urban poverty, among
others.Theyareafarcryfromthe“centresof
sustainable livingwithopportunities forall”
that FinanceMinister Nirmala Sitharaman
wishesthemtobe.Hence,notingthecritical
needforaparadigmshift inurbanplanning,
her 2022-23 budget speech announced the
decision to setupahigh-level committee to
steer the required changes in urban policy,
planning,capacitybuildingandgovernance.
Giventhecurrentcontextandfutureexigen-
cies, this presents anopportunemoment to
critically engagewith urban land-use plan-

ning (ULP), especially urbanandperi-urban
agriculture(UPA),asoneof theessentialele-
mentsof sustainableurbanisation.
The role of green infrastructure (GI) in

combatingpollutionandclimatemitigation
andadaptation iswell recognised,asare the
healthandrecreationalbenefits.TheCentre’s
2015 AMRUT programme, for instance, in-
cluded green spaces and parks as a thrust
area.What, however, is often left out in ur-
banplanningisagriculture,stillseenasapre-
dominantlyruralpracticeandsourceofliveli-
hood. India’s Urban and Regional
Development Plans Formulation and
Implementation (URDPFI) guidelinesmen-
tionGreen Cities under the urban planning
approach,withpreventionofdamageto“…
[P]roductivityofagriculturalland”listedasa
keybenefit.Yetthereislittleonhowagricul-
ture canbeapart of ULP. This stands in con-
trast to the Food and Agricultural
Organisation’s (FAO) recognitionofUPAasa
significantcontributortofoodsecurity;liveli-
hood generation, especially for women;
povertyalleviation;andurbanresilienceand
sustainability. Urban areas already house at
least 55 per cent of theworld’s population
and consume 80 per cent of the food pro-
ducedglobally, thusunderliningUPAaskey
toachievingsustainable foodsystems.With
a current urban population of 481million,
which is expected to double by 2050, this
holdstruefor Indiaaswell.
Hence, to look at GI, specifically UPA, in

the context of ULP inNCR,we studied three
peri-urban “villages” in Ghaziabad district,
representingdiversecontexts. The first is an
“urbanised village” that falls in officialmu-

nicipal boundaries, receives few urban
amenitiesbuthassufferedlossof traditional
livelihoods(andyetone-thirdofhouseholds
rely on agriculture and allied activities to
varyingextents), loss of natural resources—
land,water—to theurbanmiddleclass. The
second is a peri-urban village that receives
urban industrialwasteand itshealthconse-
quences, butwith few advantages in terms
of livelihoods or even compensation. The
third is a “model” urbanising/urbanised vil-
lagewithmajorityhouseholdsinagriculture
butwithdomesticwatersupply,cleanpaved
roads and drains, educational facilities and
diversification of livelihoods towards the
servicesector.
To further explore the actual practice of

UPAvis-à-visULP,theprojectcomparedthree
municipal master plans of the Ghaziabad
sub-districtwithactualland-usemappedus-
ing satellite imagery. It found that in
Ghaziabadcity’smasterplanarea, total agri-
culturalgreenspace(72sqkm)farexceeded
theareadesignatedinthemasterplan(41sq
km).Infact,UPAwasthemostsignificanttype
ofGI thathadbeendesignated foreitherur-
ban development or formal green spaces
(park,cityforest,greenbufferetc.).IntheLoni
masterplanarea,whiletotalagriculturalland-
usestillsurpassedtheareaearmarkedinthe
masterplan, agriculture underwent a sub-
stantial decline bymore than half between
2014 and 2018. However, the Modinagar
masterplanarea, home to the “model” peri-
urbanvillage,was foundtohave50percent
of itsareacoveredunderUPA,showinglittle
changeoveryears.
If theexistingpatternofurbanisation/in-

dustrialisation prevails on the third kind of
villages,asinotherperi-urbanareas,howcan
urbanplanningnowpreventtheseareasfrom
becoming as polluted and unhealthy as the
others?
While our first two study villages reflect

the planned expansion of cities into sur-
rounding rural areas, the third reflects en-
dogenous or “subaltern” urbanisation.
Expanding cities and “census towns” form-
ingamajorsubstrateofthecurrentprocessof
“urbanisation” and urban growth in India,
makes our question relevant for large parts
of thecountry.
While the formerneeds urgent remedi-

ationmeasures and other correctives, the
third kindwill benefit from a shift in para-
digmforurbanplanning.ULPforsuchareas
mustprioritiseestimationofwastemanage-
mentcapacity,buildinfrastructureforitand
regulateindustrialinstallationstothiscapac-
ity. Adequate political will for financial in-
putsandenforcementof regulationswillbe
essential for often fund-starved urban ad-
ministrations and for curbing violations of
environmental norms. Urgent attention to
UPAandits incorporation intoULPwithen-
abling support will also go a long way in
achievingurbanfoodsecurityandevenacir-
cularbioeconomy.Wehopethedesired“par-
adigm change” in urban planning accords
UPA due consideration for developing
healthyandsustainablecities forall.

Das isaresearcher,andPriyaandBishtare
professorsat theCentreofSocialMedicine

andCommunityHealth,
JawaharlalNehruUniversity

The farm in the city

A student of India
Oversixdecades,PaulBrasswroteonarangeof topics—fromfarmers'movements inWesternUPanda

three-volumebiographyofCharanSinghtoHindu-Muslimfaultlinesandriots

CR Sasikumar

Planningforurbanagriculturecanmakecitiessustainable,achievefoodsecurity

Christophe Jaffrelot

Avijit Pathak

Whyitwillbedifficult formeto forget the
murderofRajniBala in theValley

SayanDas, Ritu Priya, Ramila Bisht
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NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR, JUNE3

SUSHEEL PAJNOO has noticed
police vehicles making extra
roundsashe leaveshishouse in
Srinagar’s Nawakdal in the
morning.Hiswife,whoworksas
a librarian in a government
school, has also sensed en-
hancedsecuritypresence in the
area. “We got a call from some-
one in the authorities one
eveningafter the recent killings
began.Theyaskedmywifeifshe
wished to be transferred. She
flatly refused.Wearehomeand
weare fine,”Pajnoosaid.
Pajnoo’s family is one of the

few that remained in Kashmir
even after many members of
their community left the Valley
inthe1990s.“Istill liveinmyan-
cestral house. Bothmy parents
lived here until they passed
away, and now I live here with
mywife and two kids,” the 51-
year-oldsaid.
Amidthespateoftargetedat-

tacksagainstminoritiesindiffer-
ent parts of theValley, Kashmiri
Panditswhodidnot leave in the
1990s drew comparisons with
the fear thecommunity faced in
thatdecade.Buttheyalsounder-
linedadifference.
“The difference now is that

neither the person behind, nor
in front of theweapon is clear,”
Pajnoosaid.
Not just Kashmiri Pandits,

but non-local dailywagework-
ers, a non-local bank employee
andaMuslimartisteareamong
the victims of recent targeted
killings.
According to Pajnoo, he and

his neighbours feel that byhav-
ingstayedbackinKashmir, they
becameapartof themilieu,and
that iswhythey feel safehere.
A member of the Kashmiri

Pandit community in Habba
Kadal, who did not want to be
named, said, “Of course, any
episode like this (targeted at-
tacks) will set you back a little
and the conversation in our
homesthatdaymaychange,but
overall, this ishome.”
On Friday, the Kashmiri

PanditSangharshSamiti(KPSS),
an organisation of Kashmiri
Pandits residing in the Valley,
sentrepresentationstotheChief
Justiceof the Jammu&Kashmir
and Ladakh High Court urging
thecourts to interveneandtake
cognisanceoftheattacksagainst
minorities.
TheKPSShasalsosought in-

vestigation into all the targeted
killingsthathappenedsinceJune
8, 2020, and urged that and all
officers and officialswhose “in-
volvement/lapseisintheprelim-
inary allegations be suspended
withoutanyfurtherdelayandan
SIT (special investigation team)
be constituted to submit its re-
port within stipulated time
monitored by theHon’ble High
Court”.

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,SRINAGAR, JUNE3

AMIDAspateoftargetedkillings,
employees belonging to themi-
nority community, especially
Kashmiri Pandits posted in the
Valley under PM’s employment
package,havestartedreturningto
theirhomesinJammu.
Around30-40 families of the

employeesreturnedtoJagtitown-
shipmeant forKashmiri Pandits
nearNagrota,onThursdaynight.
TheRelief andRehabilitation

Commissioner (Migrants)Ashok
Panditasaidhegottoknowabout
thereturnofemployeesstayingat
MattaninAnantangdistrict.Many
others are still staying put in
Baramulla, Sheikhpura and
Kupwara,headded.
An employee who reached

home in Jagti said therewas an
atmosphere of fear, making it
difficultfortheminoritiestostay
intheValley.“Asweheardabout
the killing of a bank employee,
we immediately left,’’ he said,
adding that40-50 familieshave
returnedso far.
“Others, too,will come back

ina coupleof daysand theywill
be launching an agitation in
Jammu,”anotheremployeesaid,
adding “we have only one de-
mandthatgovernment shall re-
locate us to Jammuuntil situa-
tion becomes congenial for our
safestay intheValley’’.
“Do you think we can stay

therewhenwearegettingkilled
point blank,’’ asked a migrant
Kashmiri Pandit employeewho
alsoreturnedtoJammufromthe

Valley.While twominoritycom-
munity non-locals, including a
bank employee and a labourer
werekilledonThursday,awoman
schoolteacherwaskilledtwodays
earlier, he pointed out. “Prior to
that,militants killedRahul Bhat,
school principal Supinder Kour,
teacherDeepakChand, chemist
MLBindrooandpolicemanAjay
Dhar.Havewebeensentthereto
pickupdeadbodies,’’heasked.
The targeted killings in the

Valley ahead of the Amarnath
Yatrahavesoundedalarmbellsfor
theUTadministration.
The ongoing violencehas al-

readycastitsshadowontheforth-
coming annual Kheer Bhawani
mela on June 8 in Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district,withmany a
Kashmir-basedorganisationsap-
pealing for its cancellation. The
RamakrishnaMahasammelan
Ashram in Achabal area of
Anantnag,whichhasbeenorgan-
ising langar for pilgrims on the

templepremisesforthepastover
twodecades, has decidednot to
dosothisyear.“Wehadprocured
ration andmade arrangements
for providing food to pilgrims.
However,wehavedecidedtocan-
celourprogramme,”saidBLBhat,
chairman of the administrative
councilof theMission.
The officials of Dharmarth

Trust that looks after the Kheer
Bhawani temple said they have
notannouncedcancellationofthe
annualfair.

Shopian:2migrants
injured ingrenadeblast

Twomigrant labourerswere in-
juredinagrenadeblastinShopian
districtofJammuandKashmiron
Friday, police said. “Militants
lobbed grenade at Aglar
Zainapora, resulting inminor in-
juriesto twonon-locals.Areahas
been cordoned off,” a police
spokesmansaidinatweet.
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ANANDMOHANJ
HANUMANGARH, JUNE3

MANOJKUMARI believed inher
husband. Shewas sure that he
wouldbecomeabranchmanager
at his bank, tookhiswordwhen
hepromisedtheirhoneymoonin
Kashmirwould be safe and that
wouldonedaytheywouldreturn
toRajasthan.
He managed to keep one

promise. The other two remain
unfulfilled asherhusband,Vijay

Beniwal (29), bankmanager at
Ellaquai Dehati Bank (EDB)
branch in south Kashmir's
Kulgamwaskilled by suspected
militantsonThursday.
They had tied the knot in

FebruaryandVijayspent the ini-
tial daysof hismarriageprofess-
inghisloveforheroverthephone.
Then he convinced her to shift
withhiminKashmir.
“HetoldmeKashmirwassafe.

For ourhoneymoon, he tookme
to PahalgamandVaishnoDevi.
After our honeymoon, I started

getting scared as the targeted
killingsbeganinKashmir.Hetold

methatbankemployeeswerenot
targetedinKashmir.Hepromised
to become the branchmanager
and take aposting inRajasthan,”
Kumari(26)said.
Vijay had been posted in

Kashmir after qualifying the
Regional Rural Banks exam in
2019.Hewas initiallypostedasa
clerk, but laterwas posted as a
bankPOafterpassingaqualifying
exam. His family now faces a
tough time ahead as they had
takenaRs19lakhloantorenovate
their family home in

Hanumangarh's Nora Tehsil.
Vijay's father is theonly remain-
ing breadwinner,while Kumari
hasdecidedtobecomeateacher.
At the family home, Om

Prakash (54), peered into the lo-
cal newspapers with his son's
weddingphotos splashedacross
the front pages announcing his
death. “Nopolitician has visited
my family today...My son... never
saidanythingbadaboutKashmir.
Wewerewaitingforhimtoreturn
home...mysonreturnedhomein
ahearsevan,”Prakashsaid.

Bank manager promised wife Kashmir was safe

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JUNE3

ATLEASTassixpersonswerein-
jured in a clash between two
groups belonging to different
communities in Kanpur’s
BeckonganjareaonFridayafter-
noon.
The police said the incident

took placewhenmembers of a
communityweretryingtoforce
traders to close their shops as
partofaprotestoverallegedob-
jectionable remarksmade by a
BJP leader against Prophet
Mohammad.
Eighteen people were ar-

rested and efforts were being
madetoidentifyothersinvolved
in the incident, said Additional
Director General of Police (Law
andOrder)PrashantKumar.
Thetwogroupsentered into

a scuffle and pelted each other
with stones following a heated
exchange.
The situation was brought

undercontrolafterapoliceteam
arrived and used force to dis-
perse the crowd. Those injured
were undergoing treatment at
hospital. The doctors said their
conditionwasstable.
ADGP Kumar said those in-

volved in the incidentwouldbe
bookedundertheUttarPradesh

Gangsters and Anti-Social
Activities (Prevention) Act and
theirpropertywouldbeseized.
The police are examining

videosof theincidenttoidentify
thesuspects.
Additionalpoliceteamscom-

prising senior officerswere be-
ing rushed to Kanpur tomain-
tainpeaceinthearea, it is learnt.
Round-the-clock vigil will be
maintained in the area, officials
said.
Agroupbelongingtothemi-

nority community had given a
call for bandhonFridayover al-

leged objectionable remarks
madebyBJPnationalspokesper-
sonNupurSharma, theysaid.
The protesters were de-

manding arrest of Nupur
Sharma.
Kumar said after 'JummeKi

namaz' on Friday, some people
assembledintheareaandforced
traders to close their shops.
Whenanothergroup raisedob-
jection, the situation took an
uglyturn.Boththesidesresorted
tosloganeering.
Stoneswerealsopeltedatthe

policeduring theclash.

Man gets death for rape,
murder of 8-year-old girl

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, JUNE3

INAfirstinMumbai,gaitanalysis
reportwas among the evidence
relieduponby a court hearing a
case against a 44-year-oldman,
accusedofrapingandmurdering
awomaninSakiNakalastyear.
Mohan Chauhan was con-

victedandsentencedtodeathby
a special court in Dindoshi on
Thursday.TheMumbaiPolice, in
its investigation, had includeda
forensic report relying on gait
analysis to corroborate that the
mancapturedintheCCTVcam-
era footage recovered from the
spot of the incidentwas indeed
Chauhan.
The 31stwitness in the case

was a scientific officer from the
stateForensicSciencesLaboratory
,whohadanalysedChauhan'sgait
recordedafterhisarrestandcom-
pared itwith the CCTV footage
seizedduringinvestigation.
Explaininggaitanalysis,theof-

ficer deposed that it is a process
wherethegaitofaperson–man-
nerofwalking–iscomparedwith
CCTVcamerafootageinwhichthe
suspectisseenwalking.Theoffi-
cer said that a sample video is
made of the suspectwalking. It
requires the same angle, same
light conditions and same dis-
tance to be covered as in the
CCTVfootage.Thesamplevideo
and the CCTV footage are com-
pared through a software by
static images from both and
analysed frameby frame. Inthis
case,theofficersaidthatthehair-
line, forehead and shoulders
“were found similar” with the
man in the reference photo-
graphs,whichfeaturedChauhan.

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, JUNE3

A SPECIAL court on Friday sen-
tenced a man to death for the
rape and murder of an eight-
year-oldgirlinMumbai,withina
yearofhimbeingreleased from
jail after he was convicted for
sexually assaulting anothermi-
nor in2013.
Special Judge H C Shende

said the accused, Vadivel alias
Gundappa Devendra, had al-
ready spent five years in jail for
a similar offence and the repeat
offence showed that his refor-
mation is impossible. He was
foundguiltyoncharges, includ-
ing murder and rape, under
IndianPenalCode (IPC) and rel-
evant sections of the Protection
ofChildrenfromSexualOffences
(POCSO)Act.
Consideringthesubmissions

made by Special Public
Prosecutor Vaibhav Bagade, the
court said that the manner in
whichtheoffencewascommit-
ted was a mitigating circum-
stancetopronouncecapitalpun-
ishment for theaccused.
The special judge had on

Thursday given the death sen-
tencetoanotheraccusedbooked
for the rape and murder of a
woman inMumbai's SakiNaka,
lastyear.
Devendra was convicted in

2013forsexuallyassaultingami-
nor girl. Hewas sentenced then
tosevenyearsinjailandgranted
anearly releaseonMay9, 2018,
fiveyearsafterhis conviction.
Within11months,onApril4,

2019,aneight-year-oldgirlwent
missingfromnearherresidence
located in the same area as
Devendra'spreviousvictim.She
had stepped out after school to
buy tea, as hermotherwas un-
well afterundergoingasurgery.
Her family began searching for
herwhenshedidnotreturnand
thenapproachedthepolice.

The initial clues in the case
came from a shopkeeper in the
area,whohadseenthegirlwith
Devendra.Followingthis,thepo-
liceinterrogatedDevendraafter
twodays.Heleadthemtoasep-
tictankintheareawherehehad
dumpedthebody.
"The accusedwas convicted

in an offence against a minor.
After his release, he again com-
mitted an offence of the same
kind against anotherminor. In
thisoffence,hekilledthevictim
so that she could not speak
against him.Not onlydidhekill
her,hedisposedherbodyinsuch
a manner that it would have
probably never been found. If I
hearmitigating circumstances
like his age and show him le-
niency,what if he finds another
prey," the court asked. It added
thattodestroyevidence,thegirl
was killed in a "horrible” and
“spine-chilling"manner.
"I think that if I give the ac-

cused a lesser sentence, hewill
againgotojailandagainpretend
to be good there, he will again
get the rest of the sentencepar-
doned. This would again give
him a chance to commit the
same crime and ruin the life of
another girl," the judge said in
herorder.
She added that the POCSO

Act's objectiveswere toprovide
children a safe environment to
growup inand theaccused,de-
spite his previous punishment,
hadshownnoregard for it.
The girl's mother, whowas

present in court, said that her
daughter was bright in studies
and was aspiring to become a
policewomanora lawyer.
"Wemade a lot of sacrifices

andweremaking endsmeet to
raisemy daughter andmy son.
The incident changed our lives
forever. Her father has been so
broken,hestilldoesnotspeakto
anyone or go anywhere. We
wanted him to be given the
deathpenalty.”

Bengaluru:Rejectingpleasoftwo
middlemenwhotookmoneyto
ensure selection of candidates
and three candidateswho used
unethicalmeanstoclearthepo-
lice sub-inspector (PSI) recruit-
ment exam, a sessions court on
Fridaysaidthatthescamisaso-
cio-economicoffencewhichaf-
fects themoral fibreof society.
”It is a case of a recruitment

scambymanipulating theOMR
sheetstodeprivedeservingcan-
didates who have honestly
worked hard for the examina-
tionforselection.Therefore, it is
a socio-economicoffencewhich
affects themoral fiberof theso-
ciety,'' a sessions court in
Bengaluruhas ruled.
The sessions court has cited

a 2017 judgment by the
Supreme Court in the State of
Bihar vs Amith Kumar alias
BachaRaicase to turndownthe
bailpleas. ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

BRINGING THE Noida
InternationalAirport(NIA)inUP's
Jewar,about100kmfromDelhi,a
bigstepclosertoreality,thebidfor
engineering, procurement, and
construction (EPC) of the green-
field facility was awarded on
FridaytoTataProjects.
TataProjectsoutbidEPCrivals

Larsen& Toubro and Shapoorji
Pallonji--and,aspartoftheman-
date,will construct the terminal,
runway, airside infrastructure,
roads, utilities, landside facilities
and other ancillary buildings at
thegreenfieldairport.
With the closure of the EPC

contract,thefirstphaseoftheair-
port is on track to be delivered
withinthreeyearsof theconces-
sionperiod'scommencementon
October1,2021,saidofficials.
TataProjectsisalreadyunder-

taking several key infrastructure
projects, including the new

Parliament building, Mumbai
trans-harbour link, multiple
stretchesofdedicatedfreightcor-
ridors, and Metro lines across
cities includingMumbai, Pune,
Delhi,Lucknow,Ahmedabad,and
Chennai.
The Jewar facilitywill be the

firstfull-fledgedairportconstruc-
tionprojectbeingundertakenby
thecompany,whichhadbuiltthe
new terminal building at
Prayagraj Airport in 2018 for the
AirportsAuthority of India (AAI)
inarecord11months.
“Weareproudtobeentrusted

withtheEPCworksforthegreen-
fieldNoida InternationalAirport
at Jewar. Tata Projectswillwork
closely with YIAPL to deliver
India’smost advancedandenvi-
ronmentfriendlyairportontime.
We shall deploy the latest tech-
nologiesinitsconstruction,while
meetingthehigheststandardsof
quality,safety,andsustainability,"
said Vinayak Pai, CEO andMD-
designate,TataProjectsLtd.
YamunaInternationalAirport

PrivateLimited(YIAPL)isa100per
cent subsidiaryof ZurichAirport
InternationalAG,whichhasbeen
incorporatedasaSpecialPurpose
Vehicle (SPV) to develop the
greenfieldairportinJewar.
“Togetherwith Tata Projects,

we’reworkingtodeliverapassen-
ger terminal, runway, and other
airport infrastructurewith a ca-
pacity of 12million passengers
annually,by2024.Weareaiming
to enable, promote and
strengthen the all-inclusive sus-
tainabledevelopmentoftheavia-
tion ecosystem in India. Noida
InternationalAirportwill bolster
employmentgenerationandeco-
nomicgrowthinthestateaswell
as the country,” said Christoph
Schnellmann,CEO,YIAPL.
Currently,manyofIndia’spri-

vateairportprojectsarebeingun-
dertakenbyLarsen&Toubro'sL&T
Construction, includingDelhi’s
Terminal-3,Mumbai’s Terminal-
2,KannurInternationalAirport,in
additiontoexpansionworkatvar-
iousairportslikeDelhi,Bengaluru,

Chennai and Hyderabad. The
Mumbai-basedcompanyalsore-
ceived the contract to build the
greenfield airport at Navi
Mumbai.TheJewarairportwillbe
adigitalfacility,enablingcontact-
less travel, said officials,with its
designbasedon sustainable de-
velopmentthatwillbeIndia’sfirst
net-zero emission airport. The
stepsoftheterminalforecourtwill
resemble the ghats of Varanasi
andHaridwar -- and thepassen-
gerterminalwillfeatureintricate
ornamental lattice screens in-
spiredbyIndianarchitecture,offi-
cialssaid.
The airportwas inaugurated

byPrimeMinisterNarendraModi
and UP Chief Minister Yogi
AdityanathinNovemberlastyear.
Incidentally,onJanuary27,the

TataGroupregainedcontrolofAir
India,withabidofRs18,000crore
for100percentof theairline, in-
cluding its 100per cent stake in
budget airline Air India Express
and50per cent stake in ground
handlingfirmAI-SATS.

Tata firm wins bid to build Jewar airport

TARGETEDATTACKSAGAINSTMINORITIES INKASHMIR

Employeesstart returning
toJammu’sJagti township

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

AUSTRALIA HAS requested the
University Grants Commission
(UGC)tocreateadedicatedreg-
ulatory framework to allow
foreign higher educational in-
stitutes set up campuses in
India.
A delegation led by

Australian Deputy High
Commissioner to India Sarah
Storey made the suggestion
during a meeting with UGC
chairperson Prof M Jagadesh
Kumar on Friday, the commis-
sion said in a statement.
“The Australian side sug-

gested that a self-regulatory
framework for foreign higher

educational institutions might
be developed for promoting
theirestablishmentandopera-
tions in India,” the statement
added.
Prof Kumar said the UGC

was alreadyworking on draw-
ingupregulations toallowtop-
rankedglobaluniversitiestoset
upcampuses in India. “Ourreg-
ulations will cover what the
Australian side has suggested,”
Prof Kumar added.
Over the next few days, the

UGChas linedupsimilarmeet-
ingswithheadsofother foreign
missions to promote the com-
mission's new regulations is-
sued inApril on twinning, joint
degree and dual degree pro-
grammes between Indian and
foreignuniversities.

KashmiriPandit families returnto Jagti township in Jammu
onFriday inwakeof targetedkillings inKashmir . PTI

SAKINAKACASE

Gait report valid
identity of convict
sentenced to death

This time, don’t know
who is behind gun:
Pandit families who
stayed back in ’90s

VijayBeniwalwith
wifeManojKumari

Prophet remark: 6 injured
in Kanpur clash, 18 arrested

Duringtheclash inKanpuronFriday.Express

Australia seeks framework
for univs to set up campuses

PSI scam affects
moral fibre of
society: court

SIDHUMOOSEWALAMURDER

KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR,JUNE3

FIVE DAYS after Sidhu
Moosewala was killed in cold
blood, Punjab Chief Minister
BhagwantMann Friday visited
his residence and assured the
slain singer's family that his
killers would soon be behind
bars and slammed those “play-
ingpolitics”over the death.
Mann spent about an hour

withMoosewala'sfamilyattheir
villageMoosa inMansa district,
condoling the death of the
singer[politicianwhowas killed
onMay29inahailofbulletsfired
by unidentified assailants. The
killing had come a day after the
Mann-led government pruned

the security provided to the
singer and over 400 other VIPs

andmade the list of protectees
public.

“Police has got vital clues re-
garding themurder and theday
is not farwhenwewill nab the
perpetrators of this heinous
crime,”Mannassuredthefamily.
TheCMsaidhehasalreadyasked
thestatepolicechief tospeedup
theinvestigation.Ajudicialprobe
by a sitting high court judgehas
beenordered,followingthefam-
ily'sdemand,herecalled.
Thestatepolicehas so far ar-

rested one person who, it
claimed, had arranged the vehi-
cles that the assailants hadused
totailMoosewala'scar.
DGP VK Bhawra had earlier

termedthe incidentas “acaseof
an inter-gang rivalry." He had
later added that the Lawrence
Bishnoi gang was behind the
killing.

NAVJEEVANGOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JUNE3

AMID REPORTS that gangster
LawrenceBishnoihastoldinvesti-
gatorsthathisgang'smembers,in-
cludingCanada-basedGoldyBrar,
hatched a conspiracy andmur-
deredSidhuMoosewala,aperson
claiming to be his cousin has
claimedtohavekilled thesinger-
politicianwith“hisownhands”.
SachinThapanBishnoi,who

claimsthatBishnoiishismaternal
uncle,toldnewschannelNews-18
thatMoosewalawasnotkilledfor
any “publicity stunt” or for “ran-
som”,butbecausehe“financially
supported andarranged for the

shelter” of gangsterswhokilled
VickyMiddukhera, aYouthAkali
Dal leader.Middukherawasshot
deadonAugust7lastyearinapark-
inglotinMohali.
Inthepurportedconversation

with thenews channel, Thapan
saidMoosewala’snamehad“come
up” in theMiddukhera case, but
thepolicedidnot takeanyaction
and“thatiswhywekilledhim”.He
said Bishnoiwas a “follower of
BajrangBaliandwasaniconforthe
wholenation,notonlyforus”.
Amemberof the SITprobing

Moosewala’smurder,said,“Weare
looking into the purported re-
marksof SachinThapanBishnoi.
Weneitherconfirmnordenythe
remarks.But,yes,heisasuspect."

Gangster Bishnoi’s nephew
claims he shot the singer

PunjabCMBhagwantMannwithBalkaurSingh, fatherof
SidhuMoosewala,onFriday.PTI

Killers will be behind bars soon: Mann

New Delhi



THEWAGONER
MUBI
This1963filmbySenegalesedirec-
torOusmaneSembène is consid-
eredtobethe first filmmade in
AfricabyaBlackAfrican.This
18-minute-longtells thestoryof a
cartdriverwhomoves toDakar to
makea living.Butoutof sympathy
withotherpoverty-strickenpeo-
ple,heworks for freeandgoes
hungryhimself.
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THEFIRSTtwoseasonsofAashram, in2020,
followedwithinafewmonthsofeachother.
Thisthirdseasonhastakentwoyears.About
theonlydifference this timearound is in its
name: it has turned into Ek Badnaam...
Aashram, so that there is no doubt in our
mindsthatthisashram isabadplace,runby
anevilbaba,andhisequallyevilcohorts.
But we already knew that. So, what’s

new?We have been awitness to the kali
kartoots(blackdeeds)ofBabaNirala(Bobby
Deol) and his faithful sidekick Bhopa
(ChandanRoySanyal),which includedde-

flowering young virgins, castrating young
faithfuls in the nameof shuddhikaran (pu-
rification), lacingladdooswithintoxicants,
andmeddling in the politics of the place
where this very Dera Sacha Sauda-like
ashramexists.
Itwasalreadyfeelingoldbythetimethe

secondseasondrewtoanend.Andthistime,
it’s justmoreof thedreary same:whenwe
seeapubescentyoungwoman,notquiteall
there,accompaniedbyherparentsfetching
upattheBaba’sdarbar fora ‘cure’,weknow
whatfatewillbefallher.Thecannyoldpoliti-

cian, nursing his grievances against the
Baba’sbetrayal,willdoavolte-face.Thefresh-
facedCMandhissprawlingconstituencywill
becomethehotbedofconspiracy.
Meanwhile,anewfemmefatalejoinsthe

slate. Esha Gupta plays a hot-shot brand
manager,who promises to burnish baba’s
image, and take it to theworld—Babawill
become bhagwan! She doesn’t forget to
bunginanitemnumberwhileshe’satit,but
thewritersforgetthatfallingbackonsucha
tiredfilmideviceinawebseriesisnevergood
news.Itjustshowshowthintheboxofideas
has become. And it doesn’t help that both
Deol and Sanyal are givenweaklywritten
scenestoparadeabout in:howmanytimes
canyousee their combinedsmirksandfeel
a shiver? Sanyal is a good actor, andDeol’s
smarminesswas effective the first timewe
sawit,butthechallengeofbuildingontheir
charactertraitsthroughthisthirdseasonhas
beenroundlyflubbed.
Themostinterestingcharacterinthese-

ries, Pammi Pehelwan (Aaditi Pohankar), a
Dalit youngwomanwhowants to become
a boxing champion, andwhose rebellious
streakwasshapingtogivetheBabaarunfor
hisillicitmoney,hasbeenturnedintoasob-
bing, simpering thing. Theother characters
whohadsomethingtodobeforethis,areleft
tofendforthemselves.
Theserieshadabandoneditscaste-and-

classsharpness,directorPrakashJha’sforte,
by the second season. That’s what kept us
watchinginthefirstplace,as itwentabout
exploringtheworldofself-proclaimedgod-
men,thekindthatwieldsomuchpowerin
sphereswhichaffectus,withoutourknowl-
edge.Thistimearound,it’s just10episodes
of tedium. SG

VIKRAM
★★★★■
Director:LokeshKanagaraj
Cast:KamalHaasan,VijaySethupathi,
FahadhFaasil,Narain,ArjunDas,Harish
Uthaman,KalidasJayaram,Chemban
VinodJose

MANOJKUMARR

TAMILSUPERSTARKamalHaasanhasre-
turnedtobig-screenentertainmentafter
a gap of four years. While Haasan and
Lokesh(Kanagaraj;director)kept telling
usthattherewasnoconnectionbetween
Vikram that came out in 1986, and the
newiteration,butthatisonlyahalf-truth.
Lokesh, likehisother films, liftsmaterial
from the cinematic well of Kamal, and
reinventsittosuitthetasteof thecurrent
cropof themovie-goingaudience.
ThatVikramwasKamal’s attempt to

make a Bond-likemovie in Tamil, while
thisVikramisveryrootedintermsofcul-
tureandinthecontextofsocialandrela-
tionships, farremovedfromtheworldof
Bond. Kamal reprises his role as a spy
namedVikramfromthe firstmovie.The
film’s background, however, borrows
events from Lokesh’s career-making
movie Kaithi (2019). The story: Vikram
andhisteamofspiesweredisgracedand
hunteddownby thegovernmentafter a
covertoperationinthe1990swentside-
ways. Kamal and his companions go off
the radar and live in hiding for about 30
years.Theynolongerharbourthethirstto
stop foreign attacks. All theywant is to
protect their loved ones from the very
people theyonce fought toprotect.
Amar (Fahadh Faasil) runs his own

copunit,whichcarriesouthit jobsatthe
behest of the government. And there is
Vijay Sethupathi’s Santhanam—a local
version of legendary drug lord Pablo
Escobar.Heisacook,whoproducesqual-
ity narcotic drugs when he’s provided
withtherightrawmaterials.Ahugecon-
signmentof rawmaterialsgoesmissing.
Amid all this chaos, where does

Vikram,a roguespy, fit in?
Lokesh weaves a convoluted chase

around themissing rawmaterial that is
neededtoproducedrugs inthefirsthalf.
Hechooses todrag thepace,but justbe-
forewereach thebreakingpoint,hehits
uswiththemoviemomentthatwehave
beenwaitingfor. ‘Aarambikalangala(shall
westart),’ saysVikram.
Yes,webought the tickets forKamal.

But, Lokesh doesn’t burden Kamalwith
the responsibility of keeping us enter-
tainedfortheentirelengthofthreehours.
Hehasgivenevenminorcharactersmo-
ments to shine. There is a surprising
woman characterwho channels her in-
nerBride(KillBill),slaughteringagroupof
menwithsomesilverware.
In the climax,weare teased about at

least three separatemovies that could
branch out — Achoo (Suriya!). Achoo
(Karthi!).Achoo (KamalHaasan!).

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THEHANDSOME kingwho galloped away
withhisbride,herknightinshiningarmour,
has an ancient Indian context: Prithviraj
Chauhan, the early 12th century ruler of
Ajmer, claimed Rajkumari Sanyogita as his
own,aftershelostherhearttohim.Detailsof
this lovestoryarerecorded inPrithivajRaso,
penned by Chand Bardai, said to be
Prithviraj’s court poet.Not onlywas the fair
princess rescued from thewrath of her fa-
ther, the traitor Jaichand; themight of the
Mughalswaskeptatbaytillhislastbreath,so
valorouswasPrithviraj.
ThisisabelovedlegendthatmostIndians

remember from their childhood. But there
neverhasbeenabettertimetomakeamovie
outof it:muscularnationalismisat itspeak,
and,ateveryturn,wearebeingremindedof
the cruelties of theMughal invaders who
‘trampleduponourtemplesandturnedthem
intomosques’. Samrat Prithviraj, in which
Akshay Kumar plays the titular character,
loses no time to tell us that hewas the ‘last
Hinduking’:afterhimcamecenturiesofop-
pressionwhich came to an end only after
IndiaattainedIndependence in1947.
What Chandraprakash Dwivedi has

done is to soupup the legendso that it is in
sync with the dominant national mood:
Prithviraj isrepresentativeofaBharatwhen
itwaspristine,pure,unpolluted.Howdida
director who has also made the astonish-
ingly subversiveMohalla Assi achieve this
switcheroo? (Dwivedi has been on record
tosaythat this ishispassionproject,andhe
hasbeentryingtoget itoff thegroundfora
decadeandmore).Or, is it justaquestionof
being expedient?
Dwivedi is also a filmmakerwho knows

howtodramatisesituations.Thetwo-and-a-
half hoursrun-timeofSamratPrithviraj isall
high-pitched drama, rowupon row of cos-
tumery in place,massive scale filling up the
screen.MohammadGhori(ManavVij) isthe
chief antagonist, andwhilehenot shown to
be asmuch of an out-and-outmonster as
RanveerSingh’sAlauddinKhiljiinPadmaavat,
hegetstonarrowhiseyesandhitamanwhen
heisdown,asbefitsthosedastardlyinvaders.
The question is: given the kind of film

it is, does it work? A Roman-arena like
space, with a grievously wounded

Prithviraj fightingoff four-leggedandtwo-
leggedbeasts isashow-stopperwhichtops
andtails the film: inbetween
are few other effective mo-
ments, especially the one in
which the dilwala takes his
dulhaniya away.
But at no point is the plot

oranycharactergivensignifi-
cantbreathingspace,sointent
itisuponglorifyingitssubject:
ChandBardai(SonuSood)has
more ardour in his gaze than
Prithviraj’sladylove(Manushi
Chhillar,whocomesoffmore
contemporary than period, and leaves little
impact). Sanjay Dutt’s Kaka Kanhawhose
undying faithfulness to Prithviraj is tested

more thanonce,doesdoubledutyof acourt
jesterandanaffectionateuncle:howdoyou

doamainstreamfilmwithout
a comic figure? And then
there is Ashutosh Rana as
Jaichand, whose name has
long been synonymouswith
with being a traitor, and
Sakshi Tanwar as his voluble
wife, who carry their scenes,
butaregivensoftertreatment
than they deserve, because,
hey, we knowwho the real
badguyshereare.
Not only does Prithviraj’s

bravery makes him a combination of
BhishmaandBheem(inthewordsof theal-
ways-adoringBardai),heismadeintoanearly

feminist, spouting inadvertently funny lines
in support of womengenerally, and specifi-
cally his Sanyogita,whomhe encourages to
sharehisthroneandlistentothepeople.Did
anyone else feel a dissonancewhen these
same sword-wielding veeranganas jump to
their death, committing jauhar?That leaves
Akshay doing his thing: cleaving through
dushmanfauj(enemysoldiers),twirlinginthe
song-and-dance, fighting off the inexorable
advanceof thetreacherousoutsiders.
Asbefits its simplistic, shorn-of-nuance

tone, the film is loud and lurid, lurching
between dialogue-baazi and blandness,
and staying determinedly faithful to its
stated intent.

shubhra.gupta@expressindia.com

Bonding
with the Best

HOLLYWOODSTARGIRL
DISNEY+HOTSTAR
This isasequel tothe2020hit
about freespiritStargirlCaraway,
whosesimpleactsofkindness
workmagic inthe livesofothers.
This JuliaHart-directedmovie
followsStargirl’s journeyoutof
Mica,Arizonaandintoabigger
worldofmusic,dreamsand
possibilities.Whenhermother
ishiredas thecostumedesigner
onamovieandtheyrelocate to
LosAngeles,Stargirlquickly
becomes involvedwithaneclectic
assortmentof characters.

COMPILEDBY
ALAKA
SAHANI

JUNGLECRY
LIONSGATEPLAY
JungleCry is a sportsdramabased
onthereal-life storyof Indian
rugbycoachRudraksh Jenaof
Bhubaneswar’sKalinga Instituteof
Social Sciences (KISS),whoguided
ateamof12ruralOdiaboys toa
historicvictory in the JuniorRugby
WorldCup inEngland in2007.
HelmedbySagarBallary, it stars
AbhayDeolas the Indiancoach
of the team.

12MIGHTYORPHANS
NETFLIX
Themovie isbasedonthetrue
storyof theMightyMites, the foot-
ball teamof aFortWorthorphan-
agewho,during theGreat
Depression,went fromplaying
without shoes—orevena football
—toplaying for theTexasstate
championships. Thearchitectof
their successwasRustyRussell,
whogaveupaprivilegedposition
sohecouldcoachatanorphanage.
Recognising thathis scrawnyplay-
erscouldn’tbeat theother teams
withbrawn,Rustydeveloped inno-
vativestrategies thatwouldcome
todefinemodern football.

ACTOR-FILMMAKERAdiviSeshhasbeenfas-
cinated by the courage and the story of late
26/11 hero Major Sandeep Unnikrishnan
sincehe first sawthe latter’spassport-sized
photoonanewschannel inSanFrancisco in
2008.Adivi hasbeena fanof Sandeep since
and has collected every
news clipping he could
find on the braveheart.
And the admiration for
the real-life hero culmi-
nated in a three-hour-
longactiondrama,Major.
Major Unnikrishnan

was just31whenhedied
fighting terrorists at
Mumbai’s Taj hotel in
2008. A chapter in the
book Black Tornado: The
Three Sieges of Mumbai
26/11 has a detailed ac-
count of the last-minute
decisionsofUnnikrishnan
andhowhe single-hand-
edlychargedattheterror-
ists, pushing them into a
corner and achieving a
breakthrough inadeadly
siege that had rattled the
Indian security forces.
In the process, he lost his
life, thus becoming the
first NSG commander to
die inaction.
Thesiege itself provides suchanexplo-

sive background to whip up an edge-of-
the-seat movie.Major is not an authentic
war movie. Instead, Adivi, who has also
writtenthemovie, addsa liberaldoseof fa-

miliar romanticism that’s typical of such
movies made in India. The themes of this
film are cliche.
Adivihastakenimmensecreativefreedom

tracingUnnikrishnan’sevolutionintoanelite
soldierfromagentleandkindyoungman.The

filmmayjustworkforyou
if you just focus on the
emotionalcomponentofit.
Thenarrativeswitches

into thrillermode, when
the story shifts to the Taj
hotel.Again,thestagingis
carried out without any
regard for the rigid peck-
ing order of the Army.
Therearemomentswhen
the commanding officer
takescommandfromthe
subordinate.Someconse-
quential decisions in the
military operation are
takenbasedonemotions,
rather thanobjective and
strategic cues. A little au-
thenticity would not
harmthedrama,no?
Prakash Raj and

Revathy get to us with
their performance as the
parents of Unnikrishnan.
And the romantic story
between Sandeep and
Isha (played by Saiee

Manjrekar)alsostrikesachord,thankstothe
youthfulexuberance.Major isfarfrombeing
perfect. Nevertheless, it’s an effective hom-
age to theheroof 26/11.

MKR

SAMRATPRITHVIRAJ ★★
Director:ChandraprakashDwivediCast:AkshayKumar,SanjayDutt,ManavVij,SonuSood,ManushiChhillar,SakshiTanwar,AshutoshRana,ManojLalitTiwari

Loud and Faithful

SHALINILANGER

PLUS CA change, plus c’est la meme chose.
Pardon the French, but this re-dip into the
pastoral, pastel palimpsest of the English
manor bornmight promise ‘ANewEra’, via
HollywoodandtheSouthofFrance,butnoth-
ingreallychanges for theGranthams.
Well,onethingdoes.AvillaontheFrench

Riviera drops into their laps, just the kind of
giftsrichpeoplepassontootherrichpeople,
eveniftheacquaintancelastedallofone‘idyl-
lic interlude’60yearsago.
That kicks off one aspect of the so-called

NewEra,with a lot of tepid (never heated)
speculationaboutwhyLadyVioletGrantham
wouldbetherecipientofsuchdevotedatten-
tion froma FrenchMarquis she brieflymet.
It’sexactlywhatyouarethinking.
TheotheraspectrelatestotheGranthams

welcomingintotheirstatelyDowntonAbbey
a film crew for amonth as they are sohard-
pressedformoneythattheycan’trepairaleak-

ingattic.Onallothermatters,thereisnotight-
ening of the purse strings—noonehandles
money,notevenapurse,soonecan’tbesure.
The films themselves are entering a new

eraasthetalkiesarebargingtheirwayin.The
silentmovie that Barber (Dancy) is shooting
atDowntoncomesalmosttoahaltasaresult,
tillLadyMary(Dockery)comesupwithaso-
lution:whynotjuststartrecordingdialogue?
Thisupendsthefilm’ssilentsuperstarsDexter
(West) andDalgleish (Haddock), who have
never done a talkie before.While Dexter
quicklyfindshisfeet,givenhisBritishorigins,
DalgleishisoutofsortswithherAmericanac-
cent,andhenceincomesMaryagain.
Therearesomeminortraumastobeover-

come;somedesirestobetampeddown;some
unions to bemade; someothers to be only
whispered about; servants to bekept happy
and, briefly, have a taste of theUpstairs; and
oneweddingandafuneraltobringoutthecut-
leryfor.But, intheend,nodownturnshere.

shalini.langer@expressindia.com

Always Sunny in Downton
DOWNTONABBEY:ANEWERA★★

Director:SimonCurtis
Cast:MaggieSmith,MichelleDockery,HughBonneville,HughDancy,DominicWest,Laura

Haddock,JimCarter,ElizabethMcGovern,LauraCarmichael

Ten Episodes of Tedium

An Ode to the War Hero

EKBADNAAM...AASHRAM3
Directedby:PrakashJha ,Cast:BobbyDeol,ChandanRoySanyal,AaditiPohankar,
EshaGupta,Streamingon:MXOriginals

Atnopoint is the
plotorany
charactergiven
breathingspace,
so intent it is
uponglorifying
itssubject

MAJOR
★★★

Director:SashiKiranTikka
Cast:AdiviSesh,SaieeManjrekar,

SobhitaDhulipala,Prakash
Raj,Revathi

New Delhi
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DELAYED BY COVID PANDEMIC

CHINABEGINSWORKON UNMANNEDSHIP
China has started building its most-advanced unmanned ship. The drone ship charac-
terised by fully domestically-developed propulsion system can independently carry
out missions under different scenarios.

AMANDAHOLPUCH
JUNE3

ASWEDISHchildsitsatadinner
table while his friend and the
friend’s parents dine onmeat-
balls, mashed potatoes and lin-
gonberry sauce. The delicious
aromawafts below the child’s
nose,butthereisnoplateforhim.
Thissetting,whilequitenor-

malinSwedenandotherNordic
countries, has horrified people
around the world, shocked to
learn that some Swedish fami-
liesdonotinvitetheirchildren’s
visitingfriendstoeatwiththem

atmealtime.
Instead,whenit’s timetoeat,

achildmightgohome,stayinthe
friend’sroomandplayorsitatthe
tablewiththefamilyandnoteat.
The customwas the subject

ofmuchconversation(anda lit-
tleconcern)onlineafterarecent
Reddit post circulated widely.
The post asked “what is the
weirdest thing you had to do at
someoneelse’shousebecauseof
their culture/religion?” and in
oneof themorepopularreplies,
someone described going to
theirSwedishfriend’shouseand
being told to wait in a room
while the family ate. “Iwishmy

abuelawerestillaround,”Lynda
Carter, the actress who played
Wonder Woman, said on
Twitter.“She’dbetryingtoairlift
tamales toSweden.”
The people of Sweden, a

country UNICEF ranked as the
most family friendly in 2019,
were left to explain why there
didnotseemtobeenoughpick-
ledherring togoaround.
Hakan Jonsson, a food stud-

ies professor at LundUniversity
in Sweden, said sharing food is
the foundation of culture, so he
understandswhy other people
mightseethiscustomasa“hos-
tile”act.A fewyearsago,hewas

part of a program to discuss
Swedish cultural customswith
immigrants and this practice
was “regularly mentioned” as
beingverystrange.
Jonssonsaidhehadnotstud-

ied the custom, and it was not
one his family practiced, but he
guesseditcouldbetracedtosev-
eralpartsof Swedish identity.
Before advancesweremade

infoodstorage,hesaid,Swedish
peoplewouldhavethreetofour
monthstoharvestayear’sworth
of food in the cold climate, so
spontaneousdinnershavenever
beenapartoftheculture.Hesaid
Swedishpeoplealsowanttore-

spect the independence of the
familyandofferinganotherper-
son’s childameal couldbeseen
asacritiqueoftheotherperson’s
ability tosupporta family.
“Therehasbeenaverystrong

urgeofindependence,tonotrely
onothers’ goodwill forhavinga
good and independent life,”
Jonssonsaid.“Itwasaverystrong
driver toward thewelfare state,
to create this impersonal assis-
tance,whereyoudidnothaveto
relyonanyotherperson.”
Sofi TegsvedenDeveaux, di-

rector of LYS förlag, a publishing
house inStockholmthat focuses
onworksrelatedtotheprocessof

moving to Sweden, said in an
email that itwasnot considered
impolite to decline an offer in
Sweden.So,childrensometimes
decidetheydon’twanttoeatwith
their friend’s family but are still
invitedtothetablewhilethefam-
ilynibblesatfishfingerswithrice.
Asamothernow,shesaidshe

had never asked her children’s
friends towaitwhile they have
dinner,butshehasaskedthemto
leavewhenit’sdinnertime.
“InSwedishculture, it’s very

importanttorespectothers’pri-
vacyandtheirrightstotaketheir
owndecisionsanddothingsthe
waytheyprefer.” NYT

In2019,SwedenwasrankedbytheUNICEFas themost
family friendlycountry intheworld. AP

MEALTIME THE END OF PLAYTIME

Do Swedes feed guests? Online post sparks conversation, and some concern

NEWYORKTIMES
WASHINGTON, JUNE3

PRESIDENTJOEBidendemanded
Thursday that lawmakers re-
spond to communities turned
into“killingfields”bypassingfar-
reachinglimitsonguns,callingon
Congress to ban assault-style
weapons, expand background
checksandpass“redflag”lawsaf-
terrecentmassacres.
In an address to the nation,

Biden dared Republicans to ig-
noretherepeatedconvulsionsof
anger and grief from gun vio-
lencebycontinuingtoblockgun
measures supported by large
majorities inbothparties.
“MyGod,” he declared from

theWhiteHouse. “The fact that
the majority of the Senate
Republicans don’t want any of
these proposals, even to be de-
batedorcomeupforavote,Ifind
unconscionable.Wecan’tfailthe
Americanpeopleagain.”
Biden’sspeechcameadayaf-

ter a mass shooting in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, that killed four peo-
ple and nine days after a mas-
sacre inUvalde, Texas, that took
thelivesof19elementaryschool
children and two teachers. Ten
daysbeforethat,10Blackpeople
weregunneddowninagrocery
store inBuffalo,NewYork.
Withthe17-minuteaddress,

Biden abruptly shed the reluc-
tance of hisWhiteHouse to en-
gage inwhat could become yet
another fruitless partisan con-
frontation.“Enough,enough.It’s
time for each of us to do our
part,”hetoldAmericans.“Forthe
childrenwe’ve lost. For thechil-

drenwecansave.Forthenation
we love.
Whetherthatwillhappenre-

mainsunclear.
House Democrats on

Thursday advanced a wide-
ranging package of gun control
legislation that would prohibit
thesaleofsemi-automaticrifles
to people younger than 21 and
ban the sale of magazines that
holdmorethan10roundsofam-
munition. But thosemeasures,
too,wereallbutcertaintodie in
theSenate.
A bitterly divided House

Judiciary Committee spent
Thursday considering the legis-
lationandapproveditinevening,
onaparty-linevoteof25-19.

PARISSAYSFRENCHNATIONALKILLED INFIGHTING

AGENCIES
KYIV, JUNE3

RUSSIAN FORCES advanced
deepintotheruinedeasternfac-
tory city of Sievierodonetsk but
Ukrainiantroopswerestillhold-
ing out there as Russia's assault
on its neighbour reached its
100thdayonFriday.
“I regret to say that the

Russianarmysucceededinmak-
ing its way deep into the city...
theycontrolmostofthecity,”re-
gional governor Serhiy Gaidai
said.ButhesaidUkrainianfight-
erswereholdingoutinonearea.
“So I would tell sceptics not to
write off Sievierodonetsk. The
city isholdingon.”
Despitebeingdrivenfromthe

north inMarch after a failed as-
sault on the capital, Russia still
controlsaroundafifthofthecoun-
try,abouthalf seizedin2014and
half sincetheFeb24invasion.
Kyivhopesadvancedmissile

systems pledged this week by
the US and Britain will help
swing the battle in its favour.
“We are expecting more good
news onweapon supplies from
otherpartners...Weareworking
to bring the supply of modern
combat systems to a much
higher level,” President
VolodymyrZelenskyysaid.
Russia has denounced the

$700millionUSweaponspack-
age for Ukraine sayingWestern
weaponswill pour “fuel on the
fire”. REUTERS

USremoves
lineonTaiwan
independence
THEUSStateDepartment
has updated its fact sheet
on Taiwan again, to rein-
state a line aboutnot sup-
porting independence for
theChinese-claimed,dem-
ocraticallygovernedisland.
Last month, the State
Department changed its
websiteonTaiwan,remov-
ingwording both on not
supporting Taiwan inde-
pendenceandonacknowl-
edging Beijing's position
thatTaiwanispartofChina,
which angered Beijing. A
State Department
spokesperson said on
Friday the fact sheetwas
again updated to reflect
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken’srecentspeechon
China,inwhichhesaidthe
US does not support
Taiwanindependence. AP

TheUSisTaiwan’s
most important
foreignbackert. File
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Trumpaide
indictedfor
contempt
PETERNAVARRO, former
tradeadviser toPresident
Donald Trump, has been
chargedwithcontemptof
Congress for refusing to
cooperatewithaHouseof
Representativesinvestiga-
tionoftheJanuary6,2021,
attack on the US Capitol,
the Justice Department
said on Friday. Stephen
Bannon,theonetimechief
strategist for Trump,was
criminally charged in
November for defying a
subpoena from the com-
mittee.Eachcountofcon-
temptof Congress carries
amaximumofoneyearin
jail, aswell as a fine of up
to$100,000. AP

UNITEDNATIONS

Talibanfaces
threatfromIS,
ex-securitymen
THE TALIBAN rulers of
Asghanistanaremaintain-
ing close ties with al-
Qaedaastheyconsolidate
control over the country,
and their mainmilitary
threat is coming fromthe
Islamic State extremist
group and guerrilla-style
attacks by formerAfghan
government securityper-
sonnel,UNexpertssaidin
anewreport.Thereportto
the Security Council says
fightingmayescalatewith
the onset of better
weather.ButneitherISnor
al-Qaeda“isbelievedtobe
capableofmountinginter-
national attacks before
2023 at the earliest, re-
gardless of whether the
Taliban acts to restrain
them,”theexpertssaid.AP

REUTERS
JERUSALEM,JUNE3

IsraeltoldtheUNnuclearwatch-
dog on Friday it would prefer a
diplomatic resolution to the
standoff over Iran's nuclear pro-
grammebut it could take inde-
pendentaction,reiteratingalong-
standingveiledthreattolauncha
preemptivewar.
The warning to visiting

International Atomic Energy
Agency chief Rafael Grossi fol-
lowed calls byWestern powers
on the IAEABoardof Governors
torebukeTehranforfailingtoan-
swer questions on uranium
tracesatundeclaredsites.
That dispute has further

clouded so far fruitless attempts
bynegotiatorstoresurrecta2015
Iran nuclear deal. Since
Washington's walkout and its
reimpositionof sanctionsagainst
Iran, Tehran -which says its nu-

clear designs are peaceful - has
steppedupuraniumenrichment.
IsraeliPrimeMinisterNaftali

Bennett“stressed(toGrossi)the
importanceof theIAEABoardof
Governorsdeliveringaclearand
unequivocalmessage to Iran in
its upcoming decision”, a state-
ment fromBennett'sofficesaid.
“Whileitprefersdiplomacyin

order todenyIranthepossibility
of developing nuclearweapons,
Israelreservestherighttoself-de-
fence and action against Iran to
stopitsnuclearprogrammeifthe
internationalcommunityfails to
do sowithin the relevant time-
frame,” it addedwithout elabo-
rating.

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, JUNE3

THE PAKISTAN government is
mullingtolaunchaseditioncase
against former primeminister
ImranKhanandthechiefminis-
ters of Gilgit-Baltistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for al-
legedly planning an “attack” on
the federation during a protest
here lastmonth.
A meeting of the special

committee of the Cabinet held
under the chairmanship of
Interior Minister Rana Sana
Ullah Khan on Thursday delib-
erated on the issue of bringing
sedition charges against Khan
and others following their
"AzadiMarch" that left a trail of
destruction in the capital
Islamabad.
TheMay 25march aimed at

forcing the government to call
snap polls, but failed to achieve
its objective as clashes erupted

betweenprotestorsandpolice.
The government has been

mullingoptions for appropriate
action against Khan and others
for vandalising the property of
theState.
The committeewas briefed

about the PTI's longmarch and
its formalplantoattackthe fed-
eration,accordingtoareportby
thestate-runAssociatedPressof
Pakistan (APP).
TheInteriorMinistersaidthe

marchwas an armed attack on
thefederationbesidesamutiny.
Hesaidformalplanningwas

madetoholdthecapitalhostage
andKhanprovokedhisworkers
through hate speeches against
the federation. PTI

Colombo: Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa has in-
structed officials to stockpile
adequateessentialsandwarned
against organised efforts of
traders from creating an artifi-
cial scarcityamidstan impend-
ing food shortage facing the is-
land nation in the next three
months, media reports said on
Friday.
A crippling shortage of for-

eign reserves has led to long
queuesforfuel,cookinggas,and
other essentials while power
cuts and soaring food prices
heapedmisery on thepeople.

“PresidentRajapaksahas in-
structed relevant officials to
take measures to ensure that
there is no shortage of goods
and prevent the organised ef-
forts of some businessmen to
increasepricesbypretendingto
haveashortageofgoods,”news
portal Economy Next quoted a
statement from Sri Lanka’s
Presidential Media Division is-
suedon Friday.
PresidentRajapaksaalso in-

structed the Consumer Affairs
Authority to take legal action
against those trading at unfair
prices, a newsportal said. PTI

A GUNMANwho killed
his surgeon and three
other people at a Tulsa
medical office blamed
thedoctor forhis contin-
uing pain after a recent
back operation and
bought an AR-style rifle
just hours before the
rampage,police said .
Thepatient called the

clinic repeatedly com-
plainingofpainandspecif-
ically targeted thedoctor
who performed the sur-
gery,thenkilledhimselfas
the police arrived, Tulsa
Police Chief Wendell
Franklinsaid. AP

TULSAATTACKER
BLAMEDSURGEON
FORPAIN:POLICE

Germany set to
approve $107 bn
military fund
Berlin:Germanlawmakersareex-
pected to approve Friday a $107
billionspecial fundtostrengthen
the country’smilitary, preparing
theway for amassive procure-
ment drive threemonths after
Russia'sinvasionofUkrainejolted
the government into action.
ChancellorOlafScholzannounced
the fund on February 27, three
daysafterRussiainvadedUkraine,
and said Germanywould now
spendover 2% of its GDPonde-
fense—aNATOtargetonwhichit
haslonglagged. AP

London:Russia said on Friday it
was not to blame for the global
foodcrisis asAfricanUnion lead-
ersmetPresidentVladimirPutin
totellhimhowitwashittingtheir
continent. Africa is heavily de-
pendent on grain supplies from
RussiaandUkraine.“Ihavecome
toseeyou,toaskyoutobeaware
thatourcountries...arethevictims
ofthiseconomiccrisis,”Senegal’s
PresidentMackySall,chairmanof
theAfricanUnion, toldPutin.Sall
toldhimthatmostAfricancoun-
tries had avoided condemning
Russia'sactionsinUkraineatvotes
intheUnitedNations. REUTERS

President JoeBidenspeaksaboutgunviolenceduringa
primetimeaddress fromtheWhiteHouse.Reuters

Israel raises Iran concerns
with UN nuclear watchdog

Israel
reserves
right toact:
Bennett

OustedPak
PMImran
Khan

Lanka officials instructed to
stockpile food as crisis looms

Seoul:PresidentJoeBiden’sspe-
cial envoy for North Korea said
Friday the United States is
“preparingforallcontingencies”
in close coordination with its
SouthKoreanandJapaneseallies
as it monitors North Korean
arrangements forapossiblenu-
clear testexplosionthatoutside
officials saycouldbe imminent.
South Korean andUS intelli-

genceofficialshavesaidtheyde-
tected North Korean efforts to
prepare its northeastern testing
ground for another nuclear test,
whichwouldbeitsseventhsince

2006 and the first since
September2017,whenitclaimed
to have detonated a thermonu-
clearbombto fiton its intercon-

tinentalballisticmissiles.
SungKim,theUSspecialrep-

resentativeforNorthKorea,was
in Seoul for a trilateralmeeting
with his South Korean and
Japanesecounterpartstodiscuss
the growing threat posed by
North Korea’s nuclearweapons
andmissilesprograms.
“The U.S. assesses that the

DPRK is preparing at its
Punggye-ri test site for what
would be its seventh nuclear
test. This assessment is consis-
tentwiththeDPRK’sownrecent
publicstatements,”saidKim.AP

SURPRISE SIGHTING
PrinceHarryandMeghan,Duchessof Sussex,arrive forQueenElizabeth’splatinumjubilee
celebrationsatSt.Paul’sCathedral, London,onFriday.The96-year-oldmonarch,however,
skippedtheeventdueto ‘somediscomfort’.Reuters

Envoy says US, its allies preparing
for possible nuclear test by N Korea

SungKim,USSpecialEnvoy
forNorthKorea,atameeting
inSeoulonFriday.Reuters

‘Enough’: Joe Biden
calls on lawmakers
to pass law on guns

Pak govt plans sedition
case against ex-PM Khan

WAR’S ENDNOWHERE IN SIGHT, A LOOKAT THEDEVASTATIONSO FAR
DISPLACEMENT

6.8million
peopledrivenoutofUkraine
atsomepointduringthe
conflict,accordingtoUNHCR,
ofwhich2.2millionareback
7.1millionpeoplehave
beendisplaced internally,
byestimatesofUN’s
InternationalOrganization
forMigration

INFRA

38,000
residentialbuildings
destroyed,accordingto
Ukraine’sparliamentary
commissiononhuman
rights
,900educational
facilities fromgrade
schools tokindergartensto
universitiesdamaged

300carand50railbridges,
500factoriesand500
hospitalsamongother
losses to infrastructure,
accordingtoUkrainian
officials

296attackson
hospitals,

ambulancesandmedical
workers, accordingtothe
WHO

NOBODYKNOWShowmanycombatantsorcivilianshavediedasverified informationis
scant. PresidentZelenskyyhaspeggedtheciviliantollat “at least tensof thousands”.He
hasalsosaid60to100Ukrainiansoldiersaredyingeveryday.■WhileMoscowhasnot
releasedanyfiguresof late, in lateApril,BritainestimatedRussian lossesat15,000.

RussianowcontrolsaroundafifthofUkrainianterritory.AP File

Ukrainians hold out against Russian
troops aswar enters its 100th day

Source:AP

Africans tell Putin
of food crisis pain

New Delhi



The Department of Telecommunications
(DoT)andPrasarBharati areexploring the
feasibilityofdirect-to-mobile(D2M)tech-
nology, which will allow broadcasting
video and other multimedia content di-
rectly to mobiles, without needing an
Internet connection.
HOWD2MWORKS: The technology

isbasedontheconvergenceof broadband
andbroadcast, allowingmobilephones to
receive terrestrial digital TV. The idea is to
directly broadcast content related to citi-
zen-centricinformationandalsotocounter
fakenews, issue emergency alerts andof-
ferassistance indisastermanagement.
BENEFITS:Forconsumers, thiswould

give access to multimedia content from
Video on Demand or Over The Top (OTT)
platformswithoutexhaustingtheirmobile
data, and at a nominal rate. D2Mwill also
takevideocontenttopeoplefromruralar-
eas,with limitedorno Internetaccess.
For businesses, one of the keybenefits

isthatD2Mcanenableserviceprovidersto
offloadvideotrafficfromtheirmobilenet-
workontothebroadcastnetwork,helping

decongestmobile spectrum.Thiswill free
up bandwidth that can help reduce call
drops, increasedataspeedsetc.
GOVTMOVES:DoThas set up a com-

mitteetostudythefeasibilityofaspectrum
bandforofferingbroadcastservicesdirectly
to smartphones, DoT Secretary K
RajaramansaidonWednesday.“Band526-
582MHzisenvisagedtoworkincoordina-
tionwithbothmobileandbroadcastserv-
ices. DoT has set up a committee to study
thisband.”Atthemoment,thegovernment
uses this band for TV transmitters. Prasar
Bharatihadlastyearannouncedacollabo-
rationwithIITKanpurtotestthefeasibility
ofD2M.
CHALLENGES AHEAD: Prasar

Bharati’s CEOhas said bringing key stake-
holderssuchasmobileoperatorsonboard
will be the “biggest challenge” in launch-
ing D2M technology on a wide scale.
Information & Broadcasting Ministry
SecretaryApurvaChandrasaidamassroll-
outwillentail infrastructureandsomereg-
ulatorychanges.

SOUMYARENDRABARIK

HOWD2MCANBRINGVIDEOSTOYOUR
PHONE,NO INTERNETLINKREQUIRED

NIRUPAMASUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI,JUNE3

WHEN INDIA sent an official delegation to
Kabul earlier thisweek, itwas the first time
thatNewDelhisignalledthat itwantedafor-
malengagementwiththeTaliban.
Withthis,itappearsthattheIndianforeign

and security establishment is less divided
about the need to engage formallywith the
Talibanandpreventgettingmarginalisedina
country that NewDelhi sees as vital to its
strategicinterestsintheregion,andwherethe
people’saffectionforIndiaislegendary.
Although recognitionof the Talibangov-

ernmentisnotonthecardsyet,Thursday’svisit
mayhavepavedthewayforthereopeningof
theIndianembassy,albeit adowngradedone.
From1996tonow,India’sjourneyfromfirst

opposition, thendiffidence to engagingwith
theTaliban, to the resignedacceptanceof its
inevitability, is innosmallmeasureastoryof
India’sproblematicrelationshipwithPakistan.
In 1996, when the Taliban fought their

way throughwarringmujahideen factions
into Kabul for the first time, India, fearing a
spilloveronKashmir insurgency (therewas
indeedsome),backedtheNorthernAlliance
withmoney andweapons. As the scholar
AvinashPaliwalhaspointedout(MyEnemy’s
Enemy: India in Afghanistan from the Soviet
Union to theUSWithdrawal), NewDelhi did
briefly contemplate opening contactswith
thegroupbutdroppedtheideaastheestab-
lishment was divided on reaching out to a
grouptied toPakistan.
India bore the brunt of this nexus twice.

Duringthe1999hijackingof IC814,whenthe
PakistanihijackerstooktheplanetoKandahar,
thethenrulingTalibanactedasasupportarm
ofthehijackers.Second,in2008,theCIAtraced
thebombingof the IndianEmbassy atKabul
to theHaqqanigroup,partof theTalibanand
deeplyembeddedwiththePakistanisecurity
establishment.Thebombingwasreportedto
havebeencarriedout at theordersof the ISI.
Moreover, Lashkar -e-Taiba and Jaish-e-
Mohammedwereincreasinglyreportedtobe
presentinAfghanistan.

Reconsidering the Taliban
After9/11,undertheUSumbrella,Indiain-

vestedmoneyandenergyintotherebuilding
of Afghanistan. But by2010,with increasing
doubts about theUS continuance, Indiawas
once again considering reaching out to the
Taliban.
InthefinalmonthsofUPA-2,MullahAbdul

SalamZaeef , whowas the Ambassador in
Pakistan in theTaliban’s first regime,madea
splashata literaryevent inGoa.Hehadbeen

invitedastheauthorofthebestsellingMyLife
with the Taliban. Then Home Minister P
Chidambaramwas in aphotograph that also
includedhim.Thenintheopposition, theBJP
trained its guns at thegovernment for keep-
ingcompanywithanIslamistextremist.
Media reports thenquoted government

sources as saying itwasnot Zaeef’s first visit,
and that keeping a door open to the Taliban
wasnecessary.Thereasonswerethesameas
theyare today:NewDelhididnotwant tobe
left outormarginalised in theAfghanistanof
the future. After gettingOsamabin Laden in
Pakistan in 2011, theObamaAdministration
wasgettingreadytodeclareanendtothewar,
andtheUSandtheTalibanhadalreadymade
tentativecontacttowardstalks.
ButwithPakistancontinuingtoloomlarge

– thePakistan security establishment,which
hadahugeroleinthebirthof theTaliban,had
givenMullahOmarandotherTalibanleaders
sanctuaryinQuettaafterthe2001USinvasion,
andsustainedthemwithmoneyandweapons
—NewDelhi didnot have thewill to pursue
theplanseriously.

Pakistan shadow
As talks between the Taliban and the

TrumpAdministrationtookoff,theIndianes-
tablishmentdecidedtoputitsweightbehind
PresidentAshraf Ghani and thegovernment
ofAfghanistan,whichhadbeenleftoutof the
talks.When itbecameincreasinglyclear that
far fromcollapsing, the talksmight actually
leadtoTalibanruleoratleastaset-upinKabul
with a significant Taliban presence, India
flagged“concerns”aboutterrorism,evenasit

lookedforaseatatthetableinanyof thesev-
eral regional groups, andalso foropenings to
the Taliban. One viewwas to build relations
withfactionsintheTalibanthatwereopposed
toPakistan,buttherewaslittleclarityonhow
strongsuchfactionalismwas,andif suchfac-
tions had any influence. An Indiandiplomat
whohadbeenapproachedbyaTalibanleader
once in a foreign capital said talking to the
Talibanwas“thesameastalkingtotheISI”.
Itwas evident that India hadmissed the

bus.PakistanhaddeliveredtheTalibantothe
TrumpAdministration for talks. Russiawas
backingtheTalibanfullyasthefuturerulerof
Afghanistan, seeing in this sweet revenge for
itsowndefeatinAfghanistanbyUS-financed,
Pakistan-trainedmujahideen; Iran, also glad
atAmerica’sdefeatatthehandsoftheTaliban,
hosted a delegation of the Shia-persecuting
groupinTehran.China leveraged its relation-
shipwithPakistantogetafootintoKabul.
Ninemonths after the Taliban took over

Kabul,15countrieshaveadiplomaticpresence
inthecountry.Pakistan,ChinaandRussianever
shutdown;others, includingtheEU,havere-
openedtofacilitatetohumanitarianassistance.
The Taliban regime is not recognised by any
countryyet.Whenmembersof theShanghai
Co-operationOrganisation’s anti-terror sub-
groupmetinDelhirecentlytodiscussthesit-
uationinAfghanistan,hostIndiawastheonly
onewithoutadiplomaticpresenceinKabul.

Counter-intuitive timing
India’s cautious opening to the Taliban

hascomeatatimewhenthegrouphasmade
it clear it has not changed from its previous

mediaevalism.Restrictionsonwomenhave
increased, fromnotbeingallowedtoattend
school to curbs on freemovement inpublic
spaces and atwork. A UN Talibanmonitor-
ingcommitteehasreportedthattheTaliban
continuetoremainclosetoal-Qaeda,witha
significant presence of its multinational
fightingforceinAfghanistan.Thereporthas
also flagged JeM and LeT training camps in
NangarharandKumar, close to thePakistan
border. India is thechairof theTalibansanc-
tionscommittee.
However, aviewthathasgainedground

in the Indianestablishment is that it is time
to de-hyphenate Pakistan from the Taliban,
especiallyasthePakistansecurityestablish-
ment is finding the going tough with the
Kabul regime.
The Pakistani Taliban (TTP), which has

spreadterrorinPakistansinceitcameintoex-
istence in 2007, has found sanctuary in
Afghanistan,andithastakenseveralroundsof
negotiationsmediatedbytheAfghanTaliban
forthePakistansecurityestablishmenttoar-
riveataceasefirewiththeTTP.Thereareother
disagreementsbetweentheKabulregimeand
Pakistan, including overDurand Line as the
borderbetweenthetwocountries.
Another reason advanced for India’s

change inpolicy is that the Taliban inpower
aremoredividedthantheywereasafighting
force,andthatthesituationmayprovideroom
foralayeredpoliticalanddiplomaticengage-
mentwithdifferentactors. Ithasalsohelped
that the Talibanhavemadenohostile state-
mentsonKashmirsincetakingoverinKabul.
The ban on girls’ high-school education

is reported to have brought out rifts in the
open between hardliners led by supreme
leaderMullahHaibatullahAkhundzadaand
othersseenaspro-WestTaliban,suchasSher
MohammadAbbasStanekzai. Inall this, the
Haqqani are projecting themselves as the
truemoderates.
Gautam Mukhopadhaya, a former

IndianAmbassadortoKabul, saidthehard-
eningof theregime,wideninginternalrifts,
and the resistance against the Taliban get-
ting more organised made for a “far from
stable Taliban rule”.
As long as the move helps the Afghan

people, facilitatinghumanitarianassistance
through international organisations, and
paving theway for access to consular serv-
ices,Mukhopadhayasaiditwasastepinthe
rightdirection.
“It is a goodmove towards Afghan peo-

ple, provided the [Afghan]opposition isbe-
ingtakenintoconfidenceandiskeptintouch
withonaparallel track,andbasicprinciples
are not sacrificed for formal relations,”
Mukhopadhayasaid.
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SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,JUNE3

ANATIONWIDEsurveybytheUnionMinistry
of Educationhas found that between2017
and2021,theliteracyandnumeracyskillsof
school students worsened considerably
acrosssubjectsandgrades.
The outcomes of the National

AchievementSurvey(NAS),thelatestedition
ofwhichwascarriedoutintheshadowofthe
prolongedclosureofschoolsduetothepan-
demic, are supposed toguide interventions
by authorities across the country to bridge
thelearninggapsamongstudents.

WhatistheobjectiveoftheNAS?
TheNASisanexercisecarriedoutbroadly

inalternateyearstomonitorthehealthofthe
country’s school education system. It has
beendesignedbytheMinistryalongwiththe
NCERTtoprovideasnapshotoflearningout-

comesinkeysubjects—essentially"whatstu-
dentsknowandcando"—at the theendof
Classes3,5,8and10.Theseclassesareseento
mark important stages in thedevelopment
ofachild’scognitiveabilities.

Sincewhenhasitbeencarriedout?
Thefirsteditionwascarriedoutin2001.In

thebeginning, the surveywas supposed to
beanindependentprojectoftheNCERT,but
itwas soonbroughtunder the ambit of the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the government’s
flagshipprogramme for universalisationof
elementary education, nowsubsumed into
theSamagraShikshaAbhiyan.
Overtheyears,thestructureofthesurvey

hasundergonechanges. Between2001and
2015, each cycle of the survey covered stu-
dentsofjustonegrade—so,studentsofClass
3werecoveredin2003,2007,2012,and2015;
of Class 5 in2001, 2005, 2009, and2014; of
Class8in2002,2007,2010,and2015;andof
Class10in2015and2018.

Whatisthesurvey’scurrentstructure?
In2017-18, theNASwas redesigned. For

thefirsttime,studentsofallfourgradeswere
covered on the same day. Also, instead of
states,districtsweremadeunitsofreporting,
leadingtoamuchlargersamplesize.So,un-
til 2017-18, each cycle of NAShada sample
sizeof1-2lakhstudents;in2017-18,over20
lakhstudentswerecoveredonthesameday.
Thelatestround(2021)covered34lakhstu-
dentsin1.18lakhschoolsacross720districts.

AndwhatexactlydoestheNASassess?
Until 2015-16, the survey assessed the

competency of students based on the core
curriculum followed by states andUTs. In
2017-18, the focusmoved tomapping the
progressof learningoutcomesas listedun-
dertheRighttoEducationRulesasamended
in2017.
Questions are framed toassesswhether

studentscanread,andcarryoutsimplemath-
ematicaloperationsrequiredindailylife.The

levelsofdifficultyvaryfromonegradetoan-
other.Inthehigherclasses,thesurveyalsoas-
sesses theknowledgeacquiredby students
inareasrelatedtotheConstitutionof India.
Thesurveycoversschoolsrunbythecen-

tralandstate/UTgovernments,government-
aided schools, andprivateunaided schools.
Language,mathematicsandenvironmental
scienceare assessed inClasses3and5; lan-
guage,maths, science and social science in
Class8;andmaths,socialscience,scienceand
EnglishinClass10.

SowhatdoesNAS2021show?
Comparedto2017(in2018onlyClass10

studentswere assessed), performancehas
taken a hit across grades. A comparative
analysis shows that the national average
scores of students across subjects have
droppedbyupto47marks.Consider:
InClass3,theaveragescoresofstudentsin

language,maths andEVShavedroppedby
13, 15 and14marks respectively. InClass 5,

the scores in language,maths andEVShave
droppedby10,26and27marks.Class8has
seen national average scores of language,
maths,scienceandsocialsciencecomedown
by5, 14, 24, and23marks respectively. And
inClass10,maths,science,socialscience,and
modernIndianlanguagescoreshavedropped
by34, 47, 23and6marks respectively.Only
theEnglishscorehasrisenby24marks.

Arethereregional-,gender-,or
community-wisevariations?
ExceptforPunjabandRajasthan,theper-

formance of nearly all states has declined
compared to 2017 levels. In terms of 2021
numbers, 14 states and fourUTsperformed
below thenational average in Class 3; four
UTs and18 statesdid so inClass 5; 16 states
andthreeUTsinClass8.
Therewere nomarked differences be-

tweenthescoresofboysandgirls.Therewere
some variations among communities,
though. For instance, in Class 8 science, the

scores of general category students have
droppedby9marks, as compared to28,26,
and19marks forSCs, STs, andOBCs respec-
tively. There is a rural-urban divide— the
maths scores of Class 8 students in rural
schoolshavedroppedby12marksasagainst
4marksshedbytheirurbancounterparts.

Whataretheimplications?
According to Rukmini Banerji, CEO of

PrathamFoundationwhich publishes the
AnnualStatusofEducationReport(ASER),the
NAS findingsonce againhighlight theneed
forurgentinterventionstoimprovefounda-
tionallearninglevels.
“All data that is comingout is indicating

thatweneed to seriouslywork on founda-
tionallearningandNASisnoexception.Ithas
comeat the right timeandas thenewyear
school begins, and schools reopenafter the
summerholidays,theworkiscutoutforau-
thorities.WhatNASsays iswhatwehaveall
beenworriedabout,” shesaid.

Engaging with the Taliban
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

NewDelhi sentandelegationtoKabul thisweek, the first time ithasengagedofficiallywith theTaliban
regime.A lookat India’s reluctanceover theyears, andhowPakistan’s shadowhas influenced its stance.

SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate on
Wednesday,summonsedSoniaGandhiand
Rahul Gandhi following a trial court order
thatallowedtheIncomeTaxDepartmentto
probetheaffairsoftheNationalHeraldnews-
paper— owned by AJL— and conduct a tax
assessmentof SoniaandRahul.
BJPMP Subramanian Swamy had in his

complaintin2013allegedcheatingandmis-
appropriationoffundsonpartoftheGandhis
in acquiring thenewspaper. Hehad alleged
thattheGandhisacquiredpropertiesowned
bytheNationalHeraldbybuyingthenewspa-
per’s erstwhile publishers, AJL, through an
organisation calledYoung India—aSection
25company—inwhichtheyhave86%stake.
SoniaandRahulhadbeengrantedbail inthe

casebythetrialcourtonDecember19,2015.
While the Congress has described the

case as “weird” since “no money was in-
volved”, it said thatAJLbecameanindebted
company and it converted its debt into eq-
uitybyassigningitsdebttoanewcompany—
Young India—andbecamedebt-free.
The Congress has said that since Young

Indiahasbeencreatedunderaspecialprovi-
sionof theCompaniesAct—Section25—it
has to be a not-for-profit company and no
dividendcanbegiven to its shareholdersor
directors.

So,what isaSection25company?
AspertheCompaniesAct,1956,aSection

25company—similartowhatisdefinedun-
der Section8underCompaniesAct, 2013—
is a not-for-profit charitable company
formedwith the sole object of “promoting
commerce, art, science, religion, charity, or

anyotherusefulobject,andintendstoapply
itsprofits, if any,orotherincomeinpromot-
ingitsobjects,andtoprohibitthepaymentof
anydividendto itsmembers”.
Section8of theCompaniesAct, 2013 in-

cludes other objects such as sports, educa-
tion, research, socialwelfareandprotection
of environmentamongothers.
While it could be a public or a private

company, a Section 25 company is prohib-
ited from payment of any dividend to its
members.Section25statesthatbyitsconsti-
tution the company is required/ intends to
apply its profits, if any, or other income in
promotingitsobjectsandisprohibitedfrom
payinganydividendto itsmembers.”

Whatareprominentexamplesof
Section25orSection8companies?
According to details availablewith the

MinistryofCorporateAffairs,alargenumberof

companies have been formed under the
Section.AmongtheseareRelianceFoundation,
Reliance Research Institute, Azim Premji
Foundation, CocaCola India Foundation, and
AmazonAcademicFoundation.

Whyarecompanies formedunder
Section25whenthere isaTrust
structure inplace?
Experts say thatmost people looking to

form a charitable entity go for forming a
company under Section 25, now Section 8,
rather than a Trust structure becausemost
foreign donors like to contribute to a com-
panyratherthanTrustbecausetheyaremore
transparentandprovidemoredisclosures.
Tax experts say that if a companyhas to

be converted into a not for profit company,
theycan’tbeconvertedintoaTrust,however,
they can be converted into a Section 25/
Section8company.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.com

THEWORLD’Slargestplanthasrecentlybeen
discoveredoff theWestCoastofAustralia:a
seagrass180kminlength.Theribbonweed,
orPosidoniaaustralis,wasdiscoveredinShark
Baybyresearchers fromFlindersUniversity
and the University of Western Australia
(UWA).Theyfoundit is4,500yearsold,and
sterile.Theirfindingshavebeenpublishedin
theProceedingsoftheRoyalSocietyB.
Theribbonweedcoversanareaof20,000

hectares.Adistantsecondistheclonalcolony
ofaquakingAspentreeinUtah,at43.6ha. I
THE DISCOVERY: The seagrass was

known,but itwasnotknowntobea single
plant.Researcherswerestudyingwhatthey
thenthoughtwasameadow.Theysampled
seagrass shoots across SharkBay’s variable
environmentsandgenerateda“fingerprint”
using18,000geneticmarkers. “Theanswer
blewus away– therewas just one!”UWA

quotedleadauthorJaneEdgeloeassaying.
GROWTH&SURVIVAL: Sometime in

theHarappanera, theplant tookroot in the
SharkBay.Thenitkeptspreading,overcom-
ingeverything in itsway. Ribbonweed rhi-
zomescanusuallygrowtoaround35cmper
year,which is howthe scientists estimated
itsageat45,000.
Theribbonweedcannotspreaditsseeds,

whichhelpsplantsovercomeenvironmen-
tal threats.Also, conditions inSharkBayare
challengingforanyplant.Theribbonweed's
survivalmaybedueinparttothefactthatit
is a polyploid – instead of taking half its
genomefromeachparent,ittook100%from
both,andendedupwithtwiceasmanychro-
mosomesassimilarplants.
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A not-for-profit company with defined objectives

Drishti IAS

GENERAL STUDIES (P+M) FOUNDATION BATCH

Admissions Open (English Medium)

Karol Bagh, Delhi | Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi | Prayagraj | Jaipur

8010440440 www.drishtiias.com

Public AdministrationPolitical Science & IR Sociology Philosophy

Law History Geography Hindi Literature

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

HowNAS assesseswhat school students have learnt; what it has found

How the world’s largest plant
grew and survived 4,500 years

EVERYDAY TECHNOLOGY

Theworld's longest
plant, a typeof seagrass
calledPosidonia
australis (ribbonweed),
hasbeendiscovered in
SharkBayoff the
Australiancoast

180km
Distancespannedby
theworld's longest
plant ismorethan
thatbetweenMumbai
andPune

ITS SIZE, IN CONTEXT

SHARKBAY

AUSTRALIA

20,000
hectares
Areaspannedby
theseagrass

43.6hectares
World's secondlargest, the
clonalcolonyof aquaking
Aspentree inUtah

1.41hectares
India's largest, the
GreatBanyanin
Howrah'sBotanical
Gardens

Graphic:DinkarSasi

NowSection8ofCompaniesAct, theprovisionhasbeencitedbyCongress inNationalHeraldcase

THISWORDMEANS: SECTION 25 COMPANY

MEAJointSecretaryJPSingh(right)withTaliban’sactingDeputyForeignMinister
SherMohdAbbasStanekzai (centre) inKabulonThursday'.Twitter/AbdulQaharBalkhi

New Delhi
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vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk la[;k%& 28@2022&23@fo0fo0ea0@esjB] fo|qr
forj.k [k.M r`rh;] esjB ds vUrxZr mi[k.M izFke] efy;kuk ,oa mi[k.M
f}rh;] iYyoiqje ds vUrxZr 33@11 dsoh fo|qr midsUnzks ij 11 dsoh
fofHkUu esd ds iSuy esa vkdfLed czsdMkmu gksus ij lh0Vh0 QV tkus ij
lh0Vh0 cnyuk rFkk vU; lEcfU/kr dk;Z djus gsrq vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk
vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k x;k
gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjksgj
jkf”k #i;s 2000-00 gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus dh vafre frfFk 20-06-2022
¼12%00 cts rd½ gSA vYidkyhu bZZ&fufonk la[;k%&
29@2022&23@fo0fo0ea0@esjB] fo|qr forj.k [k.M prqFkZ] esjB ds vUrxZr
mi[k.M izFke] esfMdy ds dk;Z {ks= esa fofHkUu LFkkuks ij iw.kZ tek ;kstuk
ds dk;Z djkus gsrq vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls
http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus
dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjksgj jkf”k #i;s 4500-00
gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus dh vafre frfFk fnuakd 20-06-2022 ¼12%00 cts
rd½ gSA vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk la[;k%& 30@2022&23@fo0fo0ea0@esjB]
fo|qr forj.k [k.M r`rh;] esjB dk;kZy; ,oa mi[k.M izFke efy;kuk]
mi[k.M f}rh; iYyoiqje ,oa mi[k.M r`rh;] Hkksyk dk;kZy; iz;ksxkFkZ gsrq
isij fje dh vkiwfrZ ¼o"kZ 2022&23½ djus gsrq vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk vkeaf=r
dh x;h gS ftls http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k x;k gSA
lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjksgj jkf”k #i;s 2000-00 gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus
dh vafre frfFk fnuakd 20-06-2022 ¼12%00 cts rd½ gSA dk;Z dh ewy ek=k]
fufonk fof”k’Vhdj.k o vU; fu;e ,oa “krsZ bZ&fufonk iksVZy ij miyC/k gSA
v/kksgLrk{kjh dks fcuk dkj.k crk;s bZ&fufonk fujLr djus dk vf/kdkj gksxkA
fu/kkZfjr frfFk ds foLrkj rFkk “kqf) i= ls lEcfU/kr lwpuk ;fn dksbZ gksxh]
dsoy osclkbZV ij Mkyh tk;sxhA vr% Loa; dks viMsV j[kus ds fy, mijksDr
osclkbZV dks fu;fer ns[kasA ^jk"Vª fgr esa fctyh cpk;s* v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk]
fo|qr pksjh dh lwpuk 1800&180&3002 ij nsaA fo|qr forj.k
e.My&esjBAIk= la[;k-% 4011--fo0fo0ea0@esjB] fnukad-%-03-06-2022

iiff''ppeekkaappyy ffoo||qqrr ffoorrjj..kk ffuuxxee ffyy--

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ½F³F¸F¯OXÕXFd²FIYFSXe,
²FSX¸FªF¹F¦FPX ½F³F¸F¯OXÕX, ²FSX¸FªF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.)

E°FQÐÐ õFSXF ÀFcd¨F°F dIY¹FF ªFF°FF W`X dIY, ½F³F¸F¯OXÕXFd²FIYFSXe ²FSX¸FªF¹F¦FPX ½F³F¸F¯OXÕX ²FSX¸FªF¹F¦FPX dªFÕXF-
SXF¹F¦FPX (LX.¦F.) A³°F¦FÊ°F d½FØFe¹F ½F¿FÊ 2022-23 ¸FZÔ À½FeIÈY°F d³F¸FFÊ¯F E½Fa ½FFd³FIYe IYF¹FÊ WZX°Fb AF½F¾¹FIY
ÀFF¸F¦Fie IiY¹F WZX°Fb dQ³FFaIY 04.07.2022 IYû d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ dªFÀF WZX°Fb d½FÀ°FÈ°F d³Fd½FQF
´Fi´FÂF E½Fa AF½F¾¹FIY ¾F°FZÊ A²FûWXÀ°FFÃFSXIY°FFÊ IZY IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ÀFZ 03.06.2022 ÀFZ 04.07.2022 Qû´FWXSX
12.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY ÷Y´F¹FZ 1000/- IYF dOX¸FFaOX OÑXFµMX ªFû ½F³F¸F¯OXÕXFd²FIYFSXe ²FSX¸FªF¹F¦FPX ½F³F¸F¯OXÕX
IZY ³FF¸F ¸FZÔ QZ¹F WXû ªF¸FF IYSX ´Fc¯FÊ AF½FZQ³F IZY ÀFF±F ´FiÀ°Fb°F IYSX³FZ ´FSX ½F³F¸F¯OXÕX ²FSX¸FªF¹F¦FPX ÀFZ d½FÀ°FÈ°F
d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ, ÀFF¸F¦Fie d½F½FSX¯F E½Fa ¾F°FZÊ ´FiF´°F IYSX ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ d³Fd½FQF JûÕX³FZ IYe d°Fd±F ¸FZÔ A½FIYF¾F WXû
¹FF A²FûWXÀ°FFÃFSXIY°FFÊ ¾FFÀFIYe¹F QüSmX ´FSX WXû °Fû d³Fd½FQF A¦FÕZX IYF¹FÊ dQ½FÀF ¸FZÔ JûÕXe ªFF½FZ¦FeÜ
d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ d¶FIiYe IYe ´FiFSaXd·FIY d°Fd±F dQ³FFaIY 03.06.2022 ÀFZ
d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ d¶FIiYe IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F dQ³FFaIY 04.07.2022 ÀF¸F¹F Qû´FWXSX 12.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY
d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ ªF¸FF IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F dQ³FFaIY 04.07.2022 ÀF¸F¹F Qû´FWXSX 3.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY
d³Fd½FQF JûÕXZ ªFF³FZ IYe d°Fd±F dQ³FFaIY 04.07.2022 ÀF¸F¹F Qû´FWXSX 4.00 ¶FªFZ Y
d³Fd½FQF JûÕX³FZ IYF À±FF³F ½F³F¸F¯OXÕX IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ²FSX¸FªF¹F¦FPX ½F³F¸F¯OXÕX
dIYÀFe ´FiIYFSX IZY d½F½FFQ IYe dÀ±Fd°F ¸FZÔ ´Fi±F¸F d³Fd½FQF AÀFRYÕX WXû³FZ ´FSX d³Fd½FQF IYe dõ°Fe¹F d°Fd±F dQ³FFaIY
25.07.2022 Qû´FWXSX 3.00 ¶FªFZ E½Fa dõ°Fe¹F d°Fd±F AÀFRYÕX WXû³FZ ´FSX °FÈØFe¹F d°Fd±F dQ³FFaIY
05.08.2022 IYû Qû´FWXSX 3.00 ¶FªFZ d³F²FFÊdSX°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
½F³F ¸F¯OXÕXFd²FIYFSXe

91794 ²FSX¸FªF¹F¦FPX ½F³F ¸F¯OXÕX

//´FiF÷Y´F ÀFadÃF´°F d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF//

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION RAIGARH

DISTT. RAIGARH (C.G.)
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(FIRST CALL)

System Tender No. 101349 NIT No.:05/SAC/2022-23, Dated-01-06-2022
Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to 22-06-2022
at 17.30 Hour
Name of Work:- RENOVATION OF GHOGHARA DIVERSION SCHEME.
Probable Amount of Contract:- Rs. 134.51 Lakhs
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the
Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated e-Procurement Portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 08.06.2022 at 17.31 Hours
(IST) onwards.
Note:- All eligible intrested contractor/bidders are mandated to get
enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal (https://eproc.
cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class from PWD
under Centralized Contractor/Supplier Registration in order to down-
load the tender documents and participate in the subsequent bidding
process.

sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

WATER RESOURCES DIVISION RAIGARH
91782 DISTT.- RAIGARH (C.G.)

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF,
d¸F³Fe¸FF°FF ¶FFa¦Fû ³FWXSX ÀFa·FF¦F

IiY¸FFaIY-6 ³FaQZÕXe·FFaNXF ÀFöYe dªFÕXF ªFFaªF¦FeSX-¨FFa´FF, LX.¦F.

AFQZ¾F IiY¸FFaIY 1963/½F.ÕZX.dÕX./2022 ÀFöYe, dQ³FFaIY-26/5/22

h´Fi¸FbJ Ad·F¹Fa°FF, ªFÕX ÀFaÀFF²F³F d½F·FF¦F, d¾F½F³FF±F ·F½F³F SXF¹F´FbSX IZY ´FÂF
IiY. 4262286/d³Fd½FQF ´FiIYûâX/2022/4941/(dMX.ÀFe) dQ³FFaIY
24.05.2022 IZY A³Fb´FFÕX³F ¸FZÔ BÀF IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYe d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF
IiY¸FFaIY 02/½F.ÕZX.dÕX./2022-23 dQ³FFaIY 08.04.2022 (´Fi±F¸F
AF¸FaÂF¯F) dÀFÀMX¸F d³Fd½FQF IiY. 96839 õFSXF SX³FBÊ ³FFÕXF ´FSX ¦FbSmXSXFOXeWX
ÀMXFa´F OZX¸F IYF d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FÊ IZY dÕX¹FZ AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ¦FBÊ d³Fd½FQF (SXFd¾F
÷Y. 148.47 ÕXFJ) ¸FZÔ EIYÕX d³Fd½FQF IYe dÀ±Fd°F d³Fd¸FÊ°F WXû³FZ IZY
RYÕXÀ½F÷Y´F E°FQ õFSXF d³FSXÀ°F dIY¹FF ªFF°FF W`XÜ
(´Fc½FÊ ´FiIYF¾F³F IYF ªFe ³Fa. 90212)

WXÀ°FF/-
IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

d¸F³Fe¸FF°FF ¶FFa¦Fû ³FWXSX ÀFa·FF¦F IiY¸FFaIY-6
91768 ÀFöYe, dªFÕXF-ªFFaªF¦FeSX ¨FFa´FF

d³Fd½FQF d³FSXÀ°FeIYSX¯F AFQZ¾F

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

ll hithertoKnownasMAYARANI
aliasMAYAMAURIYAD/OOM
ParkashW/oNANDKISHORE
residingatA-136, DDAFlate,
PaschimVihar, NewDelhi-
110063, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asMAYAMAURIYA. it is
certified that l have complied
with other legal requirements
in this connection

0040617164-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasVijender
Kaur Sehrawat aliasVijender
Kaur,D/oSh.Dhare Singh,W/o
Sh.DilbagSingh
R/o.H.No.48,TilangPur
Kotla,West-Delhi,Delhi-
110043,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asVijenderKaur.

0040617165-1

I,WasimS/oNaneyKhanR/o-S-
63, Gali No.20, SouthAnarkali,
KrishnaNagar, Delhi-
110051,inform thatWasimand
MohdVaseembothareone
and the sameperson.

0040617161-1

I,RAJESH S/O SURAJ BHAN
DAHIYAR/O VILLAGE
MANDAURA,SONIPAT-
131103.HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO RAJESH DAHIYA,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040617158-9

I,SUSHMADEVIW/ORAJESH
DAHIYAR/OVILLAGE
MANDAURA, SONIPAT-
131103.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSUSHMA,FOR
ALL,FUTUREPURPOSES.

0040617158-8

I,VINEET KUMAR
JHA,S/O.RAVINDRAJHA,ADD-E-
87,GAZIPUR VILLAGE, EAST
DELHI-110096,Changed my name to
BINIT KUMAR JHA, Permanently.

0040617165-6

GGuurrppaall SinghS/oMajorHarjit
SinghSandhuR/o-A-505,
HimachalApartment,Sector-5,
Plot.No.21, Dwarka, NewDelhi-
110075, has changedmyname
fromGurpal SinghSandhu to
Gurpal Singhand,mydate-of-
birth is 29.11.1947 for all future
purposes. 0070788746-1

II Anishaalias Shreya
VishwakarmaD/o Late Sh. Hari
ShankarVishwakarmaR/oRZ-
32-F, StreetNo.24, IndraPark,
Near Bihar ShivMandir, Palam
Colony, PalamVillageS.O.,
SouthWestDelhi, Delhi-110045
have changedmyname to
ShreyaVishwakarma for all
purposes. 0040617110-8

II Ankit KumarMishra S/oOm
PrakashMishraR/oP-69,
SanjayGandhi Puram,
FaizabadRoad, IndiraNagar,
Lucknow,Uttar Pradesh-
226016, have changedmyname
toSubhMishra. 0070788743-1

I Davinder Pal Singh JaggiAlias DPS
JaggiAlias Devender Pal SinghAlias
Davinderpal Singh JaggiAlias
Davinder Pal SinghAlias Devender
Pal Singh Jaggi S/o Harbans Singh
Jaggi R/o Plot No-25, WZ-06, Third
Floor, Vishnu Garden, Delhi-110018,
have changed my name to Dalvinder
Pal Singh Jaggi 0070788722-1

II Dharampal Jain aliasDharmpal
S/oSatpal JainR/oA-61/A, A
Block, Near Shukrabazar
chowk,AshokNagar,Mandoli,
North EastDelhi, Delhi-110093,
have changedmyname to
DharmPal 0070788749-1

II IslamAhmadS/O, LiyaqatAli
R/oR6/15 SafeenaRoad Joga
Bai ExtnOkhlaNewDelhi-
110025havechangedmyname
toMohd Islam for all purposes.

0040617163-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasSaddam,S/o
MohdSalauddin,residingat,B-
250,Gali.No-2, Indira-
Vihar,Delhi-110094,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasSaddam
Hussain. 0040617165-2

II,,cchhaayyaannYadav,S/oParmanand
yadav,H.no-784,near-jaina
market chakarpur
(74)Gurgaon,Haryana-
122002,have changedmyname
toChamanyadav,for all,future
Purposes. 0040617158-7

II,,TTeejjppaall S/oGulabSinghR/o FU-
77PitampuraDelhi-
110034,have changemyName
toTejpal Yadav for all purposes

0040617166-2

II,,TTAABBAASSSSUUMM,,WW//OOMANZAR
HASNAIN,HNO.56, HUSAIN
KHAN,NEAR IMAMBADAHAKIM
KAZMAN,SHERKHAN
SARAH,SAMBHAL,U.P.244302,
changedmyname to
TABASSUMBAQA.

0040617172-1

I,Surinder Kumar S/o Pritam Dass
R/o-2942, GaliNo.42, Beadonpura
Karol Bagh N.Delhi-110005,change
my name to Surender Mehral.

0040617166-1

II,,SSuummeesshhKumar S/o-Inder Lal
Kaushal R/o-Houseno-2006
GanjMir Khan, DaryaGanj have
changedmyname toSumesh
KumarKaushal.

0040617116-1

II,,SShhrriissttii GangulyD/oSubrato
GangulyR/oN-171 Sector-25
Noida, UP-201301 have
changedmyname toShrishti
Ganguly for all purposes.

0040617116-2

II,,SSaalleeeemmAhmadS/oMohd. Talib
R/o 5/203-B,First Floor,Lalita
Park,LaxmiNagar,Delhi-
110092,have changedmyname
toSALEEMAHMED,for all
purposes.

0040617172-2

II,, Parul NaibW/oRahulGupta
R/o-10,Mandakini Enclave,
Gate-No-8, Alaknanda, Kalkaji,
Delhi-110019 have changedmy
name toParul NaibGupta.

0070788751-1

II,,RRaammKumar,R/o:DB-25F,LIG-
Flats, Hari-Nagar,NewDelhi-
110064,HaveChanged My
Minor Son’sName,fromDhruv
Kumar toDhruvChaudhary.

0040617158-3

II,,RRaahhuull DHAMIJA.S/oSurinder
rai, Add :171 gujrawala town
part-2Delhi-110009,Changed
myname toRahul Rai
DHAMIJA. 0040617158-10

II,,RREEVVAATTHHII,,SSPPOOUUSSEEOF,SURAPATI
DHARMARAJU,RESIDENTOF,1-
424KOYIRI VEEDHI
VAJRAPUKOTTURU
DOKULAPADUSRIKAKULAM
(AP)-532222,HAVECHANGED
MYNAME,FROMREVATHI TO
SURAPATI REVATHI,VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT, DATED.03/06/2022,
BEFORENAMEANDPLACE-OF
COURT-DELHI. 0040617165-8

II,,PPrriinnccee S/oSatpal,R/oS-
158,Mangol Puri,Delhi-
110083,have changedmyname
toPrinceSharma,for future
purposes. 0040617165-9

II,,PPaarrkkaasshhBhatiaD/o LateDev
RajGandhi R/o-D-24,Sharma,
Colony,Budh,Vihar Phase-
II,Delhi-110086, changedmy
name toPrakashBhatia.

0040617166-5

I,Panna Lal Mittal,S/o Krisan Kumar
Mittal,R/o G-56, Pushkar Enclave,
Paschim Vihar,Delhi-110063,have
changed my name to Panna Lal.

0040617158-5

II,,NNiiddhhii ChoudharyW/o-Ram
KumarR/o:DB-25F,LIG-Flats,
Hari Nagar,NewDelhi-
110064,HaveChangedMy
Name toNidhi Chaudhary.

0040617158-2

II,,NNaarreesshhRaniAliasMamta
Khunger,W/OSatishKumar,
R/O.Flat.No-37, Polytechnic
Staff CGHSLtd,Sharda-
Apartment,West Enclave,
Pitampura,Delhi-110034,that
NareshRani&MamtaKhunger
is one&SamePerson.

0040617165-4

II,,KKhhaayyaattii YadavD/oTejpal Yadav
R/o-FU-77,PitampuraDelhi-
110034,haveChangedmyName
toKhyati Yadav. 0040617166-3

I,Kamini W/o Sunil Kapoor R/oA-225
Derawal Nagar Model Town Delhi-
110009,have changed my name to
Kamini Kapoor 0040617166-6

II,,KKaammiinnii GangwalW/o-
BhupendraKumarGangwal
R/o:House.No-67, Second-
Floor, PaschimiMarg, Vasant
Vihar,NewDelhi-110057,Have
ChangedMyName to Kamini
Devi Gangwal,for all,Purposes.

0040617158-1

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo knownasTanilal,S/o
LateRamKishanR/o-B-62B-
Block,MataWali Gali,Johripur
Village,Gokalpur,Delhi-94,have
changedmyname&shall
hereafter be knownasTani Lal
Pradhan 0040617165-5

II,,SSUUMMIITTKUMARAGGARWAL, S/O
KAMALAGGARWALR/OC-362,
GALINO. 9,MAJLIS PARK,
ADARSHNAGAR,DELHI-110033,
have changedmyname to
SUMITAGGARWAL

0040617172-12

II,,HHaarrpprreeeett SinghKhannaS/o-
ShobhaSinghR/o:20B/49AB,
Second-Floor,Tilak-Nagar,New
Delhi-18,HaveChangedMy
Name toHarpreet Singh.

0040617158-4

II,,GGIIRRIIJJAA,,WWIIFFEEOF,LATEVG
GOPINATH,27/01,OLD
WAPTI,AF STNSOHNA
ROAD,GURGOAN-122001,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMEFROM
GIRIJATOGIRIJAGOPI,
VIDE,AFFIDAVIT, DATED-O3-
JUN-2022. 0040617165-7

II,,DDiivvyyaaDhawan,D/oVirendra
ChhabraR/o-57/58,
Street.No.5,NewMahavir
NagarVikaspuri,WestDelhi-
110018,HaveChangedMy
NameToDivyaChhabra,ForAll
Purposes. 0040617165-3

I,Ajay kumar shetty,S/oAmunje
Sadashiva Shetty,R/o 11-12 B,
Akshara theater,Baba-kharak Singh
Marg, New Delhi-110001, changed
my name toAjay Shetty.

0040617158-6

II,,AASSHHNNAAMEHTA/ASHNAKAUR
MEHTAW/OHARSIMRATSINGH
SEHGALR/o-A-119,ANSAL
SUSHANT, CITY,SECTOR-62
KUNDALI SONIPAT,Haryana-
131028CHANGEMYNAMETO
ASHNAKAURSEHGAL.

0040617166-4

II,, Swati Bansal D/oShamSunder
BajajW/oNitin Bansal R/o-S-
430, GroundFloor, Greater
KailashPart-2, Delhi-110048,
have changedmyname to
Swati Bajaj Bansal.

0040617134-1

II,, SALILARANI, Spouseof
No.14648637P(HAV)
CHAKRADHARPANDA,
R/o.Village&PostOffice-
Tolankapada, Tehsil-
Anandpur, District- Kendujhar,
Odisa-758020, have changed
mynameaftermarriage from
SALILARANI to SALILARANI
KAR, videaffidavit no.IN-
DL41759570332214Udated
03/06/2022beforeNotary
AdvocateVijayKumar,
Regd.No.-17819, NewDelhi.

0070788752-1

II,, PayalW/ORohit PrakashR/O
E-72 EktaApartments Saket
SouthDelhi 110017, declare
that nameofmyminor
daughter iswronglywrittenas
ShreeshaPrakash inBirth
Certificate.Her correct name is
NavishaPrakashwhich shall
beused for all futurepurposes.

0050198318-1

II,, DayaramR/o Flat.No-603, KM-
17, Kosmos J.P.-GreensWish
Town, Sec-134, Noida,
G.B.Nagar, U.P. declare that
nameofmywifewrongly
mentioned inmyservice
record/penision record-as
MithleshKumari insteadof her
correct nameMithlesh
Sharma. In future,mywifewill
be known-asMithleshSharma
for all purposes 0070788755-1

II,, NishaBairagi D/oRaj Kumar
Bairagi R/o-140, Sector-11-D
faridabadHaryana, have
changemyname toNisha
Vaishnav 0040617119-1

II,, LeenaThangappan, R/o 1604,
Tower 6A, Valley viewEstate,
Gurgaon FaridabadRoad,
Gurgaon 122003Haryanahave
changedmyname to Leena
Menon. 0070788756-1

I, Kavita Sharma W/o LateAmit
Bhardwaj R/o-309, JahazApartment,
Inder Enclave, Rohtak Road,
Paschim Vihar, Delhi-87, have
changed my name to Kavita Bhardwaj
for all purposes. 0070788759-1

II,, AkankshaBhasin, D/oShri
JagmohanGirdhar, R/o 479/3,
Shastri Nagar, Kanpur, have
changedmyname toAkanksha
Girdhar for all futurepurposes.

0040617133-1

II,, PoojaW/oPiyush thakurR/o-
153,ABlockSainik colony
Sector-49, faridabad,Haryana
havechangemyname topooja
Arora 0040617119-2

II,, Aditi GhoshSrivastavaD/o
Amit KumarGhoshR/o 402, A3
TulipOrange, Sec 70, Gurugram
havechangedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownAs
Aditi Ghosh for all future
purposes. 0070788686-1

II SunitaKamraW/oGulshan
KumarR/oHouseNo-171/13,
G.T. Road, BehindPNB, Lajpat
Colony, Panipat, Haryana-
132103, have changedmyname
toSavitaKamra 0070788747-1

II Rohit Chandur Thakur S/O.
Late Shri Chandur Tolaram
Thakur, R/O. A 19Mayfair
Garden, NewDelhi 110016Have
ChangedMyNameFromRohit
Chandur Thakur ToRohit
Thakur ForAll Purposes.

0070788707-1

II Ritesh S/OSandeepKumarH
no.114, SultanpurDabas, North
WestDelhi, Delhi:-110039have
changedmyname toRitesh
Kumar for allmy future
purposes. 0070788685-1

II RichaW/oRajendraKumarR/o
A-108/1, NandVihar, Rohta
Road,NearGodwinPublic
School,Meerut-250002, should
beknownasRichaSinghW/o
RajendraKumar in future for all
purposes. 0070788753-1

LLoossttmyoriginal AllotmentCum
DemandLetter ofmyPlot
No.348, PocketNo. B-3, Sector-
29, Rohini, Delhi. Findermay
Contact-SunitaBhardwaj (M)-
9868113126

0040617137-1

II,,SSUUBBHHAASSHHCHANDRA
NAGPAL,S/oSh.ISHWARDATT
NAGPAL,R/o.A-1/101Oxford
Village,Kedari-Nagar,Pune,
Maharashtra-411040 have Lost
myOriginal-Documents of
Flat.No.C-46,Retreat
CGHS,20,I.P.Extn.Delhi-
110092.Finder-Please
Contact#9810044130.

0040617172-11

II,,NNEEEELLAAMMBAWEJAW/oSatya
PrakashBaweja lost share
certificate of FlatNo.13D,Delhi
PradeshCGHSLtd.PlotNo.
43,Sector-13,Rohini, Delhi-
110085,Finder-9654478020

0040617166-7

I,Devendra,S/o Lt.Sh.Bharat
Ram,R/o-B-55,Janakpuri,Sahibabad
Ghaziabad,U.P.have lost the GPAin
the name of Smt.Chitra
Sehgal,Pradeep Kumar,Hemant
Kumar,Updesh Singh by
Smt.Mahender Kaur in respect of the
above said-property reg.as Sub
Registrar(III)Ghaziabad,Book
No.4,Vol.No.1027.If any found please
contract#9958131399.

0040617172-10

II,, RKSamtani, Residence-A2-
416, EktaViharCGHSLtd,
plot.no.9, IP Extension,
Patparganj, Delhi-92,would like
to informyou that I, have lost
theoriginal Share certificate of
thementionedproperty. If
found, kindly contactmeat the
above-mentionedaddress.
Call-9810350476, 9810045397.

0070788801-1

I Vijay Kumar Batra S/o Lt Jagan Nath
Batra do hereby inform that I have lost
property documents of Shop (15X10)
at Khasra No-412, Plot No-1,
Jangpura Road, Bhogal, New Delhi-
110014 in the name of myself Joint
with Lt. Daya Ram Batra S/o Lt. Nihal
Chand Batra. If any one finds it, Kindly
Contact me at 9811058132 within 15
days of issue of this public Notice.

0040617110-10

I, Padam Nidhi, S/o Sh. Bhoo Nidhi
Sharma, R/Owner of Plot No.CP-148,
Maurya Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi,
have Lost My Original DDAAllotment
Letter along with Payment receipt to
DDA, Possession letter,
SitePossession, FORM-C and other
related documents with regards to the
Property Bearing No.CP-148,
Pitampura, Delhi. If anyone found the
same,kindly Inform to the
undersigned on the below provided
mobile numbers.Padam NidhiM: +91-
9810029904M: +91-9910009230

0040617110-9

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOWN ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS
THAT MY CLIENT RAM DEV S/O SHRI
KHETAN & SMT. CHANDRA W/O SHRI
RAM DEV BOTH R/O H.NO.B-244,
SHAHBAD DAIRY, DELHI-110042, have
broken their relations with their son SHRI
ARJUN S/O SHRI RAM DEV & HIS WIFE
SMT JAYANTI W/O SHRI ARJUN, MY
GRAND SON ABHISHEK S/O SHRI ARJUN
& GRAND DAUGHTER RACHNA D/O SHRI
ARJUN, and hereby debare them from their
BUILT-UP PROPERTY BEARING NO. B-243
& B-244 SITUATED AT SHAHBAD DAIRY,
DELHI-110042 and our other properties
(moveable, immoveable & all Bank Accounts)
in all respects, and all responsibilities.

Sd/-
RAKESH KUMAR (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D-1141/2004

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby inform that my
clients Sh. Satyapal S/o Late Ram Chander
and Smt. Jaswanti Devi W/o Sh. Satyapal
both R/o Flat No. 82 & 109, Sector-17,
Pocket-A, Sarvhit Apartment, Dwarka, N. D.-
110078 have severed their all relations with
their sons namely Satender Sangwan, his
wife Smt. Annu Gahlawat and Rohit
Sangwan and his wife Smt. Aradhna Dahiya
and disowned/ disinherited them from all
their movable/ immovable properties with
immediate effect due to their bad habits and
misconduct and they are not under control
and supervision of my clients and my clients
shall not be responsible for any act in any
manner done by them.

Sd/- (H.S. YADAV)
E. No. D/2804/2011 Advocate
Ch. No. 654. Lawyer's Chamber

Dwarka Court Complex
Sec-10, New Delhi-110075.

PUBLIC NOTICE
“All concerned are hereby informed through
this Public Notice that my clients; Sh. Chella
Muthu S/o Sh. Ramaswamy and Smt. Valli
W/o Sh. Chella Muthu, R/o E-535, JJ Colony,
Khayala, Vishnu Garden, West Delhi, Delhi -
110018, have disowned and debarred and
seized all relations with their son namely
Venkatesh S/o Chella Muthu R/o House No.
67, D Block, Third Floor, Shyam Nagar, West
Delhi, Delhi -110018, from their movable and
immovable properties as the above said son
is disobedient and disrespectful towards my
clients as such he is neither in the control of
my clients nor he is treating my clients as his
lawful parents. My aforesaid clients shall not
be responsible/liable for his acts, conduct and
deeds in whatsoever manner, in future from
today and if anyone deals with him, shall be
deal as per his own risk, cost and
consequences.”

Sd/-
JITENDERA ANAND

Advocate
En. No. D-1385-C/2001

Off. N-115, Shayam Nagar,
New Delhi-110018

PUBLIC NOTICE
"That my client Smt. Santosh W/o Late
Sh. Chhote Lal R/o 311, Dhirpur
Village, Delhi-110009 have severed all
her relations and connection with her
son Sandeep and his wife Kiran for all
purposes and intends as he proved to
be most disobedient, disrespectful and
harmful to my client. Further my client
disown and debar them from all her
movable and immovable properties
and my client shall not be responsible
for any of their acts and deeds to
anybody and if any body deals with
them shall be doing so at his/her/their
own risk and responsibilities."

Sd/- (VAIBHAV GUPTA)
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. X-30, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the general information
that my Client Smt. Vijay Arora
W/o Late B.D. Arora R/o 6/2,
East Patel Nagar, disowned her
son Mannu Arora and his wife
Smt. Payal from her all moveable
and immoveable properties. My
client will not be responsible in
future for their acts.

Sd/-
ANUTOSH

Advocate
Ch. No. 528, Lawyers Chambers

Patiala House Court, New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform that my client Sh.
Dinesh Chaturvedi R/o H. No. 226
Gali No. 4A Jagatpur Extention,
Near Hanuman Chowk, Delhi-
110084, has severed all his relations
with his Son Shivam Chaturvedi
aged about 25 years and further
disowned and debarred them from all
his movable, immovable properties,
and all bank Transactions. Anybody
dealing with them shall do so at
his/her own cost, risk and
consequences. My client shall not be
responsible for their any act or
conduct in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/- JAI SHANKAR (Advocate)
Ch. No. 181, Block-II,

Delhi High Court, Delhi-03

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the General Public that my client
namely Mohan Lal S/o Late Sh. Attar Chand, R/o
299-B, DG-2, DDA Flats, Vikaspuri, Delhi-
110018, purchaser of DDA Janta Flat No. BH-
612C, situated in Shalimar Bagh Delhi-110088
has applied for conversion of the aforesaid flat
from leasehold to freehold vide file
No.F.12(673)/80/HP in DDA. The entire original
documents i.e. Allotment-cum-Demand Letter,
NOC for electric & water connection, possession
letter ad possession slip of above flat have been
lost and an FIR/NCR to this effect has been
lodged online. Any person(s) claiming any right,
interest having any objection or found in
possession of original documents may right,
contact with the above named person at the
above said person / mobile No. 8527760907
within 15 days from the date of publication of this
notice. The person claiming any right, interest,
objection with respect to this property can
personally informed or write to Dy. Director / LAB
[H] LIG or Director [H] I, Block-D, 3rd Floor, Vikas
Sadan, INA, New Delhi-110023.

Sd/-
GIRISH KUMAR SHARMA

Advocate
Ch. No. 48, Tehsil Building,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients Sh.
Shree Ram Ray S/o Sh. Surya Vansh
Ray and Smt. Padma Ray W/o Shree
Ram Ray. Both R/o Flat No.302C,
Ramashish Apartment, Anugrah Nagar.
Rupaspur, Bailey Road, Danapur, Patna,
Bihar-801503, have lost their confidence
in their son namely Sh. Rahul Ray aged
about 34 years, daughter-in-law Smt.
Sweta Singh W/o Sh. Rahul Ray and their
daughter namely Baby Anaisha Ray
Singh aged about 3 years All R/o
BG6/331B, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-
110063, because of their unlawful/ illegal
conduct with general public as well as
with my client and clientess. I hereby
inform all of you that my clients have
debarred their Son and daughter-in-law
and their daughter from their personal life
and also from their movable/ immovable
properties. Any person dealing with them
please take note of it that my client and
clientess would not be responsible for any
legal/ illegal/ unlawful conduct of their son
and daughter-in-law and their daughter
above named.

Sd/- (Ajay Kumar Singh)
Enrol. No. D-1947/12 Advocate

L-16, K-1, Sharma Block, Near Gate
No.2, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54
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GOLD
`51,236

RUPEE
` 77.63/USD

OIL
$115.17

SILVER
`62,577

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asof June2

AHEADOFMPCMEETNEXTWEEK

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,JUNE3

GLOBAL FOODprices are seem-
ingly easing. That, and the India
Meteorological Department’s
(IMD’s)updatedforecastofabet-
ter-than-normalmonsoon,should
begoodnewsastheReserveBank
of India’smonetarypolicy com-
mittee (MPC)meets on June6-8
amidconcernsoverinflation.
TheUNFoodandAgriculture

Organisation’s (FAO) food price
indexhasfallenforasecondcon-
secutivemonthto157.4pointsin
May. The index, which is a
weightedaverageofworldprices
of a basket of food commodities
overabaseperiodvalue(takenat
100for2014-16),hadhitarecord
of 159.7 points in March and
158.3points inApril.
Thedeclineinthebenchmark

gauge for international food
prices comesdespite the ‘cereal’
and‘meat’sub-indiceswithinthe

overall FAO index scaling new
highs of 173.4 points and 122
points respectively inMay. But
this has been offset by a signifi-
cantdipinthe‘vegetableoils’sub-
index(fromapeakof251.8points
inMarch to 237.5 in April and
229.3 inMay) and also those of
‘dairy’(from146.7pointsinApril
to141.6inMay)and‘sugar’(121.5
inApril to120.3points inMay).
The FAOdata clearly suggest

that global prices have fallen off
theirMarch/early-April peaks in
the case of vegetable oils and
dairy products. Themost-active

crude palm oil futures contract
closedat6,468ringgitper tonne
intheBursaMalaysiaderivatives
exchangeonThursday,aftertrad-
ing at a lifetimehighof 7,268on
March 9. Falling global prices
translateintolowerdomesticin-
flation, especially for commodi-
ties that are substantially im-
ported(vegetableoils).Theyhave
asimilarimpactoncommodities
whosedomesticpricesarelinked
toexportparity levels.
Thefoodinflationsituationin

India has also improved due to
supply-sidemanagementmeas-
uresbytheCentre.That includes
banning exports of wheat
(therebyde-linkingdomesticre-
alisations from soaring interna-
tional prices) and allowing im-
portofupto2milliontonneseach
ofcrudesoyabeanandsunflower
atnilduty(topartiallycounterthe
effect of Indonesia’s restrictions
onpalmoilshipments).
Evenincereals,wheretheFAO

attributedtheall-time-highprice

indexinMaytoIndia’swheatex-
port bandecision, international
prices are likely to easewith the
harvesting of the Russian crop.
Russia is expected to export 39
million tonnes (mt) outof a total
production of 85mt in thenew
2022-23 season (July-June), as
against corresponding figures of
32-32.5mtand76mtin2021-22.
Butit isnotonlyworldprices,

wheretheFAOindexsoaredfrom
a lowof 91.1points inMay2020
(attheheightoftheCovid-19lock-
downs around theworld) to the
record159.7pointsinMarch2022
(after the Russian invasion of
Ukraine)—thereisalsohopefrom
thepredictionofa‘normal’mon-
soon. On both counts— easing
global food prices and the
prospectofagoodmonsoon—the
MPCmemberscanperhapsafford
tobreathesomewhateasierthan
in theMay2-4 “off-cycle”meet-
ing that resulted indrastic inter-
estratehikes. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

BRIEFLY
NCLAT,IL&FS
New Delhi: The National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal has directed the
newboard of the debt-rid-
den IL&FSGrouptodistrib-
ute Rs 16,361 crore of cash
and InvIT units available
acrosstheGrouptoitscred-
itorsonpro-ratabasis.

EssarPower
NewDelhi: EssarPowerLtd
onFridaysaid ithasagreed
toselloneofitstwoelectric-
ity transmission lines to
Adani Transmission Ltd for
Rs1,913crore.

Directornorms
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
has put in place stricter
norms for appointment of
individuals from certain
countries, includingChina,
asdirectorsontheboardsof
Indiancompanies, bymak-
ing security clearance
mandatory. PTI

Muskonjobs
San Francisco: Tesla CEO
Elon Musk has a “super
bad feeling” about the
economyandneeds to cut
about10percentof jobsat
the electric carmaker, he
said in an email to execu-
tives seen by Reuters. The
message,sentonThursday
andtitled“pauseallhiring
worldwide”, came two
days after the billionaire
told staff to return to the
workplaceorleave.Almost
100,000 peoplewere em-
ployed at Tesla. Mean-
while, Twitter said the US
antitrustwaitingperiodfor
Musk’s$44billionacquisi-
tionof thesocialmediagi-
anthadexpired, indicating
it had dodged a lengthy
review of the proposed
deal.REUTERS

OFTHEmanyhatsTONYFADELL
hasworn from an inventor and
entrepreneur to investor and
mentor, the one he is most fa-
mous for is being themanwho
createdthe iconic iPod—healso
co-inventedtheiPhoneduringhis
timeatApple.Fadell’slifejourney
is not one common even by
SiliconValleystandardsandthat’s
why his new book ‘Build: An
Unorthodox Guide to Making
ThingsWorth Making’ is being
called an advise encyclopaedia
for everyone. He spoke to
NANDAGOPALRAJANforExpress
Audio’sOurOwnDevicespodcast
on entrepreneurship, designing
for customers and innovation.
Editedexcerpts:

Yourbookhasalotofadvise
forpeoplewhoareinthe
innovationspace,peoplewho
areinterestedintechnology.
Butwhatdoyouthinkisthe
biggestreasonforsomebody
toreadthebook?
Iwroteitformyself if Iwas21,

again; if Iwascomingoutof col-
lege and if Iwanted to knowall
thethingsthatIhadlearnedover
the last 30 years in the technol-
ogy business. So really the audi-
ence ishighschoolersoruniver-
sitystudentsornewgraduatesor
somebody early in their career.
But the audience can go all the
waytosomebodywhomightbe
starting to think about retire-
ment,andeverybodyinbetween.
It’s really an encyclopaedia of
mentorship, there aremanydif-
ferentchaptersabouthelpingyou
to build yourself, build your ca-
reer, build a team, build a prod-
uct,company,business ...

Humannaturebecomesa
factorininnovationincreation,
butisthataveryimportant
factor?Becauseitcanalsobe
counterproductiveattimes,
youknow,whenteamscannot
cometogetherorwhenthe
thinkingdoesnotalign.
There’s thehumannature of

each individual on the team.But
there’s also thehumannatureof

theindividualswhoareyourcus-
tomers.Andifyoustartfromlook-
ingatthewhy—whyacustomer
wants theproductyouarecreat-
ing,whatisthepainyouaresolv-
ing for them,what is the super-
power you are hopefully giving
them—andmakingsureyoustart
withwhat their needs are, and
buildastoryaroundthosethings
andmakingsurethetechmarries
with it, it’smuch easier to keep
your team aligned and under-
stand how to work on those
things.Toooftentechnologycom-
panies take a lot of bits andbolt
themtogetherandsay,lookatthis
cool new thing. But they really
don’tunderstandhowit’sgoingto
impact the customer,what they
aresolvingforthecustomer...you
havetoapproachitwithaholistic
viewofthecustomer...

Havetechnologycompanies
stopthinkinglikethat? Is
thatwhymaybetoacertain
extentwedon’tseethose
kindsofproductscomeout
anymore?*
I see pain killing products all

over, I just think that, youknow,
you have to look differently.
Everybody thinks, where’s the
next iPod or where’s the next
iPhone.Everybody’stryingtolook
forthatflashypersonaldevicethat
theyaregoing to takewith them
that’s going to transform their
lives. Those things don’t come
around every year or every 10
years.Ittakestimeforthosetypes
of technologies to bedeveloped,
and thenultimately deployed in
therightfashion.Full interviewon

www.indianexpress.com

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,JUNE3

IN THE aftermath of the
Ranchi Airport incident,
wherelow-costairlineIndiGo
denied boarding to a spe-
cially-abled passenger, the
country’saviationsafety reg-
ulator DGCA hasmoved to
amenditsrulestosaythatair-
linescannotdenyboardingto
specially-abled peoplewith-
out seekingmedical opinion
onapassenger’s fitnesstofly.
Lastmonth, IndiGodisal-

lowedaspecially-abledchild
fromboardingitsHyderabad-
boundflightatRanchiAirport
citing potential threat to air
safety. Following this, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) conducted
aninvestigationintotheinci-
dentthatledtotheairlinebe-
ingpenalisedRs5lakhfor“in-
sensitive handling” of
theissue.
In the proposed amend-

mentstothecivilaviationre-
quirementon ‘carriagebyair
— persons with disability
and/orpersonswithreduced
mobility’, the DGCA has
added a clause, which now
reads:“Airlineshallnotrefuse
carriageof anypersononthe
basisofdisability.However,in
case,anairlineperceivesthat
thehealthofsuchapassenger
maydeteriorate in-flight, the
saidpassengerwillhavetobe
examined by aDoctor-who
shall categorically state the
medical condition and
whetherthepassengerisfitto
flyornot.Afterobtaining the
medical opinion, the Airline
shall take the appropriate
call”.
The current clause on a

standalonebasissaysthatair-
linescanrefusecarriagetoany
persononbasisofdisabilityif
itopinedthat“transportation

of such persons would or
mightbeinimicaltothesafety
of flight”. In such a case, air-
lines are bound to specify in
writing the basis of such re-
fusal.
TheregulatorhadonMay

28 said that in order to avoid
such situations in the future,
itwould revisit its ownregu-
lations,makingitmandatory
forairlinestotaketheairport
doctor’s written opinion on
thehealthof apassengerbe-
foremakingadecisiontodeny
boarding.
At the time of penalising

IndiGo, theDGCAhadnoted
that the airline’s ground staff
couldhaveavoidedthesitua-
tionwith a “more compas-
sionatehandling”,andended
up “exacerbating” the situa-
tion. Notably, IndiGo,which
stoodbyitsgroundstaff’sde-
cision to deny boarding say-
ingitwasdoneintheinterest
of flight safety, is nowplan-
ning to conduct an internal
case study on how to better
servepassengerswithdisabil-
ities,especiallywhentheyare
feelingdistressed.

SECTORWATCH
AVIATION

Forex reserves
bounce back to
over $600 bn
Mumbai: The country’s foreign
exchange reserves crossed the
$600 billionmark again during
theweekendedMay27,accord-
ing to the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). Forex reserves rose by
$3.85 billion to touch $601.36
billionduring theweek, theRBI
said.Forexreserveshadrecently
declinedfromtherecordhighof
$642.45 billion registered
September3, 2021.
A major reason for the de-

cline in forex reserves is capital
outflowsbyforeignportfolioin-
vestors (FPIs) who pulled out
$21.43 billion since September
2021 as the US Federal
Reserve started the monetary
policy tightening and interest
ratehikes.
The biggest fall was in

March when FPIs pulled out
$6.56 billion. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE3

THECOUNTRY’S services sector
expandedatthefastestpacein11
years inMay on strong demand
andnewordersdespiteinflation-
ary pressures touching new
highs,accordingtoasurvey.
TheS&PGlobalIndiaServices

PurchasingManagers’Indexrose
to58.9 inMayfrom57.9 inApril,
its highest since April 2011. The
50-mark separates growth from
contraction. Thegrowthwas led
by substantial pick-up in new
business growth amid demand
recoveringfollowingthereopen-
ing of the economy after the
Covidlockdowns.
Anecdotal evidence sug-

gested that theupturn inoutput
reflected better underlying de-

mandandstrong inflowsofnew
workandserviceprovidersmen-
tionedthatdemandcontinuedto
strengthenfollowingtheliftingof
pandemic-led restrictions, the
surveysaid.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE3

TATAGROUPwill need to con-
vince Singapore’s Competition
and Consumer Commission
(CCCS)thatitstakeoverofAirIndia
doesnotviolatethecountry’santi-
competitionlaws.
This is because theCCCShas

observed that Air India and
Vistara,whichisa51:49jointven-
ture between Tata Group and
SingaporeAirlines,aretwoof the
three keymarket players along
overlappingairpassengerandair

cargo transport routes.These in-
clude the provision of interna-
tional air passenger transport
servicesalongdirectflightsonthe
Singapore-Mumbai and
Singapore-Delhiroutesaswellas
theprovisionofaircargotransport
servicesfromSingaporetoIndia.
“Both airlines are likely to be

eachother’s close, if not theclos-
est, competitor,” CCCS has ob-
served. Section54of Singapore’s
CompetitionAct2004 prohibits
mergers that have resulted, or
may be expected to result, in a
substantiallesseningofcompeti-
tioninSingapore.FE

Govt ratifies 8.1% EPF interest for FY22
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JUNE3

THE CENTRAL government has
approved the interest rate of 8.1
per cent for over 6 crore sub-
scribers of the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) for FY22. InMarch, the
CentralBoardofTrustees(CBT)of
the country’s largest retirement
fund,hadrecommendedareturn
of 8.10per cent for financial year
2021-22, the lowest interest rate
inatleastfourdecadesbuthigher
than that of other small-savings

instruments.
“TheMinistry of Labour and

Employment, Government of
India,hasconveyed theapproval
of thecentralgovernmentunder
para 60(1) of Employees’
ProvidentScheme,1952tocredit
interest@8.10%fortheyear2021-
22 to the account of eachmem-
berof theEPF schemeasper the
provisions under para 60 of EPF
scheme, 1952,” an EPFO order
said. It instructedzonal offices to
issue necessary instructions for
crediting the interest rate to the
members’accounts.
TheEPFOBoardhadinMarch

lastyearfinalisedarecommenda-
tionof8.5percentinterestratefor
the previous fiscal, whichwas
then ratified by the Finance
MinistryinOctober2021.Withan
active subscriber base of more
than6.7 crore and6.9 lakh con-
tributingestablishments,itwillbe
leftwith anestimated surplusof
Rs450crore after disbursing the
interest rate of 8.1 per cent.
Retaining the interest rate at last
year’s levelof 8.5per centwould
have resulted in a deficit of Rs
3,500 crore. TheCBT, headedby
the LabourMinister andhaving
representatives fromemployers

andemployees,recommendsthe
interestratewhichisthenratified
by the Finance Ministry.
Subsequently, it gets notified by
theLabourMinistryandcredited
intoaccountsof thesubscribers.
KERaghunathan,Memberof

CBTrepresentingEmployerssaid,
“The speed with which the
Ministry of Labour andMinistry
ofFinancehaveclearedtheinter-
est rate is really appreciable con-
sideringthedireneedsoffundsin
thehandsof employees and fur-
ther it will certainly help them
meet expenses such as educa-
tionalneedsof theirchildren.”

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2022-23/5841-53 Date:03.06.2022A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc̈ f³ff Àfa£¹ff-095/2022-23

d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f ´fdS¹fûªf³ff ´fS SfªfÀ±ff³f ÀfOIÞ d½fI fÀf E½fa d³f¸ffÊ̄ f d³f¦f¸f d»f. (RSRDC Ltd.) ¸fÔZ ´fªa feIÈ °f Mû»f I »f¢Z Vf³f NZIZ QfSûa ÀfZ ´f±fI S
½fÀf»c fe WZ°fb BÊ-MZ¯OdSa¦f ´fdi Ii ¹ff ÀfZ Af³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf Af¸fda Âf°f I e ªff°fe Ẁ:

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f (÷Y.)

Collection of Toll Tax on Merta-Pass Road UBN No. RRC2223SLOB00236 1396.65 Lakh

Collection of Toll Tax on Udaipur-Salumber Road UBN No. RRC2223SLOB00237 1017.51 Lakh

Collection of Toll Tax on Mangalwar-Nimbahera Road & Fatehnagar-Dariba
Mines. UBN No. RRC2223SLOB00238

1533.45 Lakh

Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e A½fd²f dQ³ffaI 03.06.2022 ´fif°f: 09.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 13.06.2022 Àff¹fa 06.000 ¶fªfZ °fI

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I , ²fSûWS SfdVf, OfC³f»fûO IS ³fZ ½f £ffZ»f³fZ I e °ffSe£f ÀfdW°f Àf¸´fc¯fÊ d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f
½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff
http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2022-23/5865-72 Date: 03.06.2022

BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc̈ f³ff Àfa£¹ff 100/2022-23
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ IZ d»f¹fZ ¹fû¦¹f E½fa A³fb·f½fe C°´ffQ³fI °ffÊAûÔ/Ad²fIÈ °f Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûÔ ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊ-MZ³OdSa¦f ´fidIi ¹ff WZ°fb Afg³f»ffB³f d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f
I e ªff°fe W`Ô:-

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff
http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü ¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f A³fb¸ffd³f°f
»ff¦f°f (÷Y.)

Rate contract for supply of Portland Pozzolana Cement (PPC) as per ISI Mark at various sites
in Rajasthan. RRC2223WLOB00234

2500.00
Lakh

Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e A½fd²f dQ³ffaI 03.06.2022 ÀfZ 23.06.2022 Àff¹fa 6.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

INTERVIEWWITHTONYFADELL

‘See pain killing
products all over,
you just have to
look differently’

TonyFadell, iPod inventor

`
`

‘3rd-party motor cover: premium rise
to slightly offset underwriting losses’
The recent increase in the premium rates on third-party
motor insurance is unlikely to fully offset themotor
insurance segment’s underwriting losses, Crisil Ratings said

Source:
Crisil

Ratings/PTI

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways’ move to increase the
premium on third-party motor insurance after two years is a step in the
right direction, but unlikely to fully offset the segment’s underwriting losses

Third-partyinsurancecover isfor
otherthanowndamageandis
mandatory(aspertheMotor
VehiclesAct,1988)topurchase
alongwithowndamagecover

Underwritinglossesoccurwhen
claimsarehigherthanthepremium
incomeofaninsurancecompany

Lasthike inJune2019and
thereafterpolicyholdersweregiven
somerespitebecauseofCovid

Claims incurredbymostinsurers
haverisensincethesecondquarter
of lastfiscal, followingthe
relaxationof lockdownrestrictions
andreopeningofoffices

TWO-WHEELERPREMIUMS
HAVERISENTHEMOST—
BY12-21%—ACROSS
ENGINECAPACITIES

PREMIUMRATES
forthird-partymotor
insurancehavebeen
increasedfromJune1

FORPRIVATECARS,
themaximum
increaseis6%

PMJJBY: Irdai
eases capital
requirement to
attract insurers
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE3

AFTER THE recent hike in the
premium rate, the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai) on
Friday relaxed capital require-
mentnormssignificantly for in-
surerstoencouragetheirpartic-
ipation in the government’s
flagship programme Pradhan
Mantri JeevanJyotiBimaYojana
(PMJJBY).
The regulator has reduced

thecapitalrequiredtobeheldby
insurers offering PMJJBY by al-
most50percent.
Thismovewillenablelife in-

surers tooffermorepoliciesun-
der the scheme, and provide fi-
nancialsecuritytothebottomof
thepyramidof theIndianpopu-
lation through life insurance,
Irdaisaidinastatement.Theeas-
ing of capital requirements by
Irdaiwillacceleratethepenetra-
tionof lifeinsuranceinIndiaand
will support the life insurers in
achieving the target set by the
government. The government
hasrecentlyhikedthepremium
rates for the two flagship
schemes, PMJJBY and Pradhan
MantriSurakshaBimaYojana,to
make theseschemesviable.

PRESS NIT No. 07 (2022-23) EE(C)Dr-VIII
Item
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Contract Value
(ECV)/ Amount

put to tender (Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(EMD)
(Rs.)

Tender
processing Fee
Non Refundable

(Rs.)

Date of Release of
Tender/ Tender Id.

Last date
/time of

receipt of
tender

1. Construction of chamber and providing house
service sewer connection in various colonies
of Assembly Constituency Mustafabad AC-69.

7,91,74,484/- 15,83,500/- 1,500/- 2022_DJB_223617_1
Dated 02.06.2022

22.06.2022
upto 3.00

P.M
Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 161 (2022-23)

Sd/-
Dy. SE (C) DR-VIII

“Stop Corona: Wash Your Hand, Wear Mask, Maintain Social Distancing”

DELHI JAL BOARD (Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi)
OFFICE OF THE ACE (Dr) Proj-III

THROUGH DY. SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (C)DR-VIII
Yamuna Vihar Sewage Treatment Plant (Adjoining Dr. Ambedkar College) Delhi-1100094

Phone: 011-22813593 Email:- eecdr8@gmail.com

THECURRENTclauseona
standalonebasis saysair-
linescanrefusecarriage to
anypersononbasisof dis-
ability if it opined that
“transportationof suchper-
sonswouldormightbe in-
imical to thesafetyof
flight”. In suchacase, air-
linesareboundtospecify in
writing thebasisof suchre-
fusal. The regulatorhadon
May28said that toavoid
suchsituations in the fu-
ture, itwould revisit itsown
regulations.

Needfor
changeE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

No boarding denial
to differently abled
sans seeking medical
opinion: DGCA draft

Hope in rains, easing global
food prices give RBI room

TheRBI,Mumbai. File

Singapore regulator
raises issues over
Tata takeover of AI

May May
2021 2022

DEMANDBOOST

50.8

46.4

54.6

■ServicesPMI
■ManufacturingPMI

60

50

40

30

58.9

Note:Readingbelow50suggests
contractionandabove it indicates
expansion, Source: S&PGlobal

Demand offsets
price rise, services
PMI at 11-year high

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4759

ACROSS
1 Signifysomewindhigh in the
Alps (10)

8 Exercisearoundmeadowand
fold (5)

9 Is stoutperhapssodoesn’t
dance (4,3)

10 Inaboutweareable to last
longer (7)

11 Possiblyearnaplace in the
sportingworld
(5)

12 Attackorshunasordered
(6)

14 Ship’smascot for theancient
mariner? (6)

17 Classical type (5)
19 Guideone’sbehaviour
(7)

21 How17admittedhisguilt
(7)

22 Lear’sdaughter is convulsed in
anger (5)

23 Recognisesandarrests (10)

DOWN
2 Onehelpingasuperior it’s said
(7)

3 Itgoesupbefore thetax
(5)

4 RomanCatholicscancounton
it (6)

5 Smashedourgate- it’sa
scandal (7)

6 Brokenbone I set forawoman
intears (5)

7 Tear things topieces -andput
theminorderagain
(10)

8 Apositiveresult (10)
13 Presumablyonegetsa light tan
fromit (3,4)

15 Somehowgrudgednotbeing
fullyconsciousof events (7)

16 Lively turn I’veputon(6)
18 Holycitycameaboutwithina
century (5)

20 Versionof senor inanancient
language(5)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
Incomeand
personal finances
are nowdue to
becomemore

important. Itmaybe only that
younowhave towrite a few
large cheques. Today,
by theway, youmay also get
your ownway at home,
even thoughyouhave to be a
little devious if you're
to succeed.

TAURUS (Apr 21 -May21)
Events that come to
light in anunusual
mannermay
remindyou that

humanbeings are complex
indeed. It is nouse imagining
that everyonedoes things
just because theyhavenothing
better to do. Sometimes
they actuallywant to
help you.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Therewill be a
number of
occasionswhenyou
must bite your lip if

you are to keep everyone on
your side, and avoid giving any
offence. But, then, you are
perfectlywithin your rights to
decide that now is the time to
saywhat you think. If so, then
prepare yourwordswith care.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
For some timenow
youhave been
feeling that the
world is against you.

I hope that younowsee that
things are improving. In spite
of certain difficulties, Venus
brings home the essential
truth that you’ll feel better if
you smile: otherswill smile
with you.

LEO (July 24 -Aug23)
Youmaywell be
wonderingwhy so
littlementionhas
beenmadeof home

and family life thisweek. The
reason is that it is only now
that the planetary indicators
are insisting on absolute and
total change. It’s all to dowith
the Sun andMoon, but that’s
another story.

VIRGO (Aug24 - Sep23)
Everywhere you
look, foreign
countries, strange
cultures or people

from far away, seem tobe
playing the crucial role.
Youmust recognise that all
thoughts, proposals and
decisionswill bemade
on the basis of raw
emotion. Reasondoesn’t come
into it.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct 23)
Beneficial changes
are finally afoot, and
you should realise
that family

members and spouses have a
lot to offer in the current
situation. A financial
situation, though, is still
precarious and requires
delicate handling for some
timeyet, if you are to reach an
amicable solution.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 -Nov23)
A lot of people
misunderstand you,
something you’re
probably used to.

Yet I don’t think this is
inevitable. Rather than
trying to explain yourself,why
don’t you just try to fit in
and showwilling as far as
someone else’s pet project
is concerned.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Take care that you
don’t become so
engrossed in other
people’swrangles

that you forget certain
essential tasks, one ofwhich is
tomake sure that you are in
thepeakof health. Cleanup
your diet, for a start, if
youhaven’t alreadydone so.
And thenmake sure you’re
taking the right sort
of exercise.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan20)
Now’s your chance
to provehow
charming you are.
This is a period rich

with opportunities for self-
indulgence andpleasure, so
hold yourself back at your
peril. The companyof children
andyounger relatives should
be fun and a cultural outing
will be stimulating.

AQUARIUS (Jan21- Feb19)
It’s true to say that
you’ve suffered
enough. Yet there is
much that you can

do tohelp yourself, and all the
indications noware that you
shouldmake abreakwith the
negative emotional patterns of
the past and restore close
contactwith a familymember.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar 20)
Heed the call of
inspiredplanets like
Jupiter andNeptune
and take your social

responsibilities seriously.
Dowhat youhavepromised to
do andyou’ll feelmuch
better, andmore confident. It’s
also time for a fresh
look at someout-
modedopinions.

S
U
D
O
K
U
4
8
5
5

DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
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U
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5
4

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
___-everytruthissotruethatanytruthmustbefalse.-F.H.Bradley(11)

SOLUTION:PIECE,EXIST/EXITS,CLOCHE,ICEMAN
Answer:Eclecticism-everytruthissotruethatanytruthmustbefalse.-F.H.Bradley

CPEEI EHOCCL

XSTIE ANEMIC

SolutionsCrossword4758:Across: 1Escape,4Wither,9Symptom,10Stall,11
Those,12Amnesty,13Thenakedeye,18Cabaret,20Sofia,22Often,23Overall,24
Tether,25Etcher.Down: 1Ersatz,2Cameo,3Pattern,5Ibsen,6Hearsay,7Relays,
8Embarkation,14Habitat,15Dessert,16Accost,17Tailor,19Range,21Flash.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
ORDERS OF THE DIRECTOR OF HEALTH SERVICES (MI)

MEGHALAYA : SHILLONG

No.HSM/Tender/A&H-Med/9/2019/10320 Dated Shillong, the 02.06.2022

SHORT TENDER NOTICE
Sealed Tender affixing Court Fee Stamp of `300/- (Rupees
Three Hundred) only are invited from bonafide
Stockist/Distributors/Manufacturers etc for supply of
Homoeopathic/Ayurvedic medicines to Homoeopathy &
Ayurvedic Institutions in the State.

The last date and time for receipt of tenders will be on
27/06/2022 noon and will open at 5:00 P.M on the same
date in the presence of the Tenderers.

The detailed tender form can be had from the Office of the
undersigned on all working days from the 6/06/2022
between 11:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M on payment of `500/-
(Rupees Five Hundred) only through Demand Draft.

Sd/-
Director of Health Services (MI),

Meghalaya, Shillong.
MIPR No. 400
Dt. 03/06/2022

Government of Odisha, e- Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Bid Identification No. C.C.E.Dkl.(R&B) 03/2022-23
Letter No 1293/Dt. 31/05/2022

The Chief Construction Engineer, Dhenkanal (R&B) Circle, Dhenkanal on behalf of
Governor of Odisha invites Percentage Rate bids in double cover system to be
received in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for construction of Building
works as detailed below:

The bidders have to participate in ONLINE biding only further details can be seen
from the e-Procurement Portal: www.tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum /
corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.

1 Name of the works : Building works

2 No. of work : 05 (Five) Nos.

3 Estimated Cost : Rs.1,10,92,635/- to Rs. 8,86.52,712/-
(as given in column No. 03 of table)

4 Cost of tender paper : Rs 10.000.00

5 Class of Contractor : ‘B’, 'A', 'Special' &. 'Super' Class
(as given in column No. 06 of table)

6 Period of Completion of
work

: 07(Seven) & 11 (Eleven) Calendar months
(as given in column No. 07 of table)

7 Date and time of
availability of bid
Document in the website

: From Dt. 09.06.2022 to 5.30 P.M. of Dt.
23.06.2022

8 Date of opening of bid : Dt. 24.06.2022 at 11.30 hours

B-255

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

Dhenkanal(R&B) Circle, Dhenkanal
OIPR-34132/11/0008/2223

Tender No. NBT/ADMIN/BPC-DDN&BPL/02/2002-23
National Book Trust, India (under Ministry of Education, Govt. of
India) invites sealed Tenders from reputed contractors/service
providers in the prescribed Tender form for providing following
services:-

Tender form can be obtained from Deputy Director (Administration)
National Book Trust, India OR can be downloaded from NBT
Website: www.nbtindia.gov.in and e-procurement portal
https://eprocure.gov.in.
For further amendment, if any, visit: www.nbtindia.gov.in
Director, NBT reserves the right to accept/reject any or all Bids
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

TENDER NOTICE

NATIONAL BOOK TRUST, INDIA
Ministry of Education, Government of India
Nehru Bhawan, 5 Institutional Area, Phase-II,
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi- 110070
Phone : 011-26707700, Email : office.nbt@nic.in

davp 21103/12/0007/2223

Design, Concept, Fabrication and interior
designing of NBT’s Book Promotion Centre at

Bhopal & Dehradun

New Delhi
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Withthesemifinal finelypoised,Zverev forcedtoretireafter sufferinganankle injury;Nadal inhis14thFrenchOpenfinal

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
PARIS, JUNE3

RAFAEL NADALwas locked in a tight, com-
pelling and lengthy French Open semifinal
Friday when his opponent, third-seeded
Alexander Zverev, ran tohis right to chase a
shot and twisted his right ankle. Zverev
crumpled to the ground, wailing in agony
andclutchingathis lower leg.
Hisblackoutfit,armsandlegscakedwith

rust-coloredclay,Zverevwashelpedupbya
trainer, then takenaway fromthe court in a
wheelchair.Minuteslater,Zverevcameback
outontoCourtPhilippeChatrieroncrutches,
his right shoe removed, and conceded the
match,unable tocontinue.
The sudden end to a contest that was 3

hoursoldbutnoteventhroughtwofull sets
allowedNadaltobecome,onhis36thbirth-
day, the second-oldest men’s finalist in
FrenchOpenhistory. Nowhewill try to be-
come theoldest championat a tournament
he’s alreadywonarecord13times.
“Being in the final of RolandGarros is a

dream,withoutadoubt,”Nadalsaidduringan
on-courtinterview,thenrevealedhehadseen
Zverevcryinginasmallroominthestadium.
“Very tough, no? And very sad for him,

honestly, no?” Nadal told the full house of
15,000 spectators who had loudly tried to
encourage him throughout the match,
chanting“Ra-fa!” repeatedly.
With the pitter-patter of rain audible

against the closed retractable roof at Court
PhilippeChatrier,Nadal emerged to claima
tight-as-can-be,drainingfirstsetthatlasted
11/2hoursbya7-6(8)score.Thesecondset
alsowasheadedtoatiebreakerafteranother
1 1/2 hours when Zverev tumbled behind
the baseline and lost a point that allowed
Nadal toholdserve for6-all.
A trainer cameout to attend tohim, and

Nadal walked around the net to check on
Zverev,too.AfterZverevreturnedtothecourt
to say he would need to retire from the
match,heshookthechairumpire’shandand
thenhuggedNadal.
Nadalhasbeendealingwithchronicpain

in his left foot andwas coming off a pair of
victories thateachlastedmorethan4hours
—includinghisquarterfinalagainstdefend-
ingchampionNovakDjokovicthatendedat
1:15 a.m. onWednesday— but showed no
signsofage, injuryorfatigueagainstthe25-
year-oldZverev.
In addition to bidding for a 14th trophy

from the French Open, Nadal can claim his
22nd Grand Slam title to add to themen’s
recordhealreadyholdsafterhis triumphat
theAustralianOpeninJanuary.Djokovicand
RogerFedererare tiedat20.
There’s also this on the line forNadal in

Sunday’s final againstNo.8CasperRuudof
Norway or No. 20Marin Cilic of Croatia: It
would be the first time the Spaniard ever
haswon the first two legs of the calendar-
yearGrandSlam.
Cilic won the 2014 U.S. Open; Ruud has

neverbeentoamajor final.
Zverev was the runner-up at the U.S.

Open two years ago andwon a goldmedal
at theTokyoOlympics last summer.
“Iknowhowmuchhe’s fightingtowina

GrandSlam,butforthemoment,hewasvery
unlucky,” Nadal said. “The only thing that I
amsureisheisgoingtowinnotone—much
morethanone.SoIwishhimallthebestand
avery fast recovery.”
Maybe, just maybe, the pristine condi-

tions in what was transformed into an in-
door arenahelpedZverevbringouthisbest
for stretches on Friday, compiling nearly
twiceasmanywinnersasNadal, 40-21.
There was nowind to worry about, no

sunlight or shadows, no energy-draining

heat or cold. After two nervous-looking
misses to lose the initial two points, Zverev
settledin,pushinghis6-foot-6(1.98-meter)
frame and strength into every shot. Most
sliced through the still air and alit precisely
wherehewanted.
Therewas littlesubtletytohisapproach.

Notalotof finesse,either.Purepower,essen-
tially.And itworkedratherwell, permitting
Zverevtostakehimself toa3-1 leadafter19
minutes in large part because he accumu-
lated sevenwinnersbeforeNadal delivered
asingleone.
When Zverev did try a drop shot in the

match’s eighth game, it wasmerely so-so,
and Nadal not only reached it but ripped a
down-the-linebackhandpassingwinner.A
fewpoints later, Zverev setupabreakpoint
forNadalbydouble-faulting, elicitinga roar
of approval and applause from thousands,
the sort of cheer-for-a-mistake generally
lookeddownupon in tennis circles.
Things would get worse from there for

Zverev in that game. His racket flew out of
his hand and landed behind him after one
wild swingmistakenly sent a ball zipping
past the chair umpireuntil it landed10 feet
wideof thecourt. Later, anerrantbackhand
let Nadal break for the first time,making it
4-all and sending red-and-yellow Spanish
flags flapping in thestands.
In the opening tiebreaker, Zverev began

brilliantly, taking a 6-2 lead to earn four set

points. On the first, Nadal hit awide-swing-
ing 113mph (183 kph) ace. On the second,
Zverev flubbed a volley and rolled his eyes.
Onthethird,Nadalsprintedtohisleft,ending
upwide of the doubles alley, to somehow
conjure up a cross-court forehand passing
winner at anunbelievable angle. The crowd
gavehimastandingovation.Heprobablyhad
nobusiness getting to Zverev’s sharp volley,
letalonefashioningthatshortof response.
Andyet,thatiswhatNadaldoes,sooften,

tosomanyopponents.Hehangsinthere,he
never takesapointoff,heplayseachshotas
if itmightbehisvery last.
Been thatway sincehewas a teen.Why

stopnowthathe’s inhismid-30s?
NadalthensavedZverev’sfourthsetpoint

with the help of a drop shot.When it was
Nadal’s turn to press for the set, he finally
sealeditwithadown-the-lineforehandpass-
ingwinner,thenheldhisfollow-throughpose
foramomentwhilestaring intothestands.
The second set was filled with service

breaks—eachmanhadfiveontheafternoon
— and, in the end, the denouementwas as
anticlimacticas couldbe.

Swiatek faces Gauff
Reuters adds: IgaSwiatek isonestepaway

fromasecondFrenchOpentitleinthreeyears
but theworldnumberonewill faceaunique
challengeonSaturdayinteenagerCocoGauffin
atournamentthatoftenprovedunpredictable.
Poland's Swiatek is on a remarkable 34-

matchwinning streak and should the 2020
Roland Garros champion lift the Suzanne
Leglen Cup again, she will match Venus
Williams'srunfrom2000-thelongestonthe
women' tour inthe2000s.Her final recordis
also impressive as the 21-year-old haswon
thelasteightfinalsshehasplayed,losingmore
thanfourgamesonlytwiceinthosematches.
Shehasauniquegame,withherlightfoot-

work,powerfulforehandandunsettlingslice
proving a nightmare to handle as her oppo-
nents during this fortnight have realised.
Swiatekhasonlydroppedonesetandshowed
occasionalsignsofnervesbeforesteamrolling
DariaKasatkina inthesemi-finals inanawe-
inspiringdemonstrationofmastery.
Nerveshaveoftenbeenadecidingfactor

in finals but there is little chance that
Swiatek,whohasbeenworkingwithapsy-
chologist,willstrugglewithhercomposure.
PLAYINGTONIGHT:Women’ssingles
final: IgaSwiatekvsCocoGauff,6.30pm
onwards,LiveonSonySportsNetwork

A painful twist

NEWZEALAND FIGHT BACK
DarylMitchellandTomBlundell ledarecoveryasNewZealand
battledbackfromlosingitsfirstfourwicketscheaplytoreach236-4
inthesecondinningsonDay2oftheopeningTestagainst
EnglandatLord’s.Briefscores:NZ132&236/4(Mitchell97*,
Blundell90*)leadEng141(Crawley43,Southee4/55)by227runs

AlexanderZverevfalls to thegroundafter injuringhis rightanklewhileplayinga
return.Heconsequentlyretired,meaningRafaelNadalenteredthefinal.Reuters

YOUNG& OLD

18Aged18,CocoGauff is the
youngestFrenchOpen
finalist sinceKimClijsters

in2001andtheyoungestmajor
finalist sinceMariaSharapovaat
2004Wimbledon.

36Nadal,whoturned36on
Friday, is thesecond-
oldestmen’s finalist in

FrenchOpenhistoryafterAndres
Gimeno.Nadalcouldbecomethe
oldestchampiononSunday.

‘My daughter saw the car for the first time... will take her for a spin’

Thegold-colouredAudithatRaviShastriwon
forbeingtheChampionofChampionsinthe1985
WorldChampionshipofCrickettriumphisIndian
sport'smosticoniccar.Onthedaythecarwasre-
stored, Shastri, former India coach,went down
memory lane about his set of wheels, why it
meanssomuchtohimandthefinalmomentsof
thesummitclashagainstPakistan

WENEEDEDsome15-20 runsmore tobeat
Pakistan in the final of the 1985 Benson &
Hedges tournament. I had a look at square-
leg to check the field set by JavedMiandad,
Pakistan’s captain. Javed perked up from
midwicket.
“Tu baar baar udhar kya deke raha hai”

(Whyareyou lookingthererepeatedly?)he
said inhischaracteristic lisp. “Gaadikokyun
dekhrahahai?!”(Whyareyoulookingatthe
car).Vohnahimilnewaalihaitereko!(Youare
notgoing toget it!).”
That’swhen I had one proper look at it,

and told him, “Javed,meri taraf hi aa Rahi
hai! (It’s coming my way, only!)”. So, in
someways, the funhadstartedbefore I got
the keys.
WhenIgotthekeysfromIanChappell in

thepost-matchceremony,Iheardabuzzbe-
hindhim. I lookaroundandmy teammates
are already all over the car. Sunny (Sunil
Gavaskar) was in the passenger seat. Kapil

wasattheback.Otherswereclimbing. I told
Ian, ‘oneminute, Iwill beback’.
Iwent, sat inside, turnedontheignition,

and saw the petrol indicator suggest there
was a bit of petrol. Enough for a spin. And
before the organisers or anyone could re-
act, I had started the car, andwewere off!
Jimmy (Amarnath)was at the bonnet. I re-
memberSadanandVishwanathwasonthe
top, and the legendwasmoving fromback
to frontwith his spike shoes apparently in
the air but had created enough scratches.
Crazyhappy times.
As a recall factor,more thanmost things

I have done inmy life, this car stands at the
top.Thesixsixeshadarecallvaluebutthisis
thebiggest inmycareer. Thecircumstances
aligned:Thetimingofone-daycricket,day-
and-nightmatchescominginfromAustralia,
Channel9comingintoIndiaforthefirsttime,
1983wasallwhites,thiswascolourclothing
and that pristine telecast. And of course
whenyougetPakistan ina final, noonecan
ever forget it - if youwin it!
Yearslater, IrememberIwasinFrankfurt

inGermanyon aholiday, having a nice pint
of typical German beer. A big, tall Pathan
walked across, obviously from North-
WesternfrontierofPakistanorAfghanistan.
He recognised me and the first thing he
askedmewas, “Oh Shastriji, voh Gaddi ki ki
haal chaal?” I said ‘bikul theek-thaak!”That’s
thekindofreachithas.(Howisthatcar?”It’s
verygood!)”

As I tweeted, it’s justnotmycar, it’sana-
tional asset and Indian team’s car because
that’s what it is. It will be forever remem-
beredforthatdriveatMCG.Ahappyteam,a
world-cupwinning team,andnowanother
big ODI tournament in Australia - people
don’t forget all that. That drivewas in front
of50,000people,thattimearecordprobably
for a non-Australia game. Thosememories

stayetchedinmemoriesofpeople,especially
ofmygeneration and thosewhowere 7-10
yearsyounger thanme.

Thousands at the docks
Itcameacoupleofmonthsafterthetour-

nament,courtesytheshippingcorporationof
India. Istillrememberthatday,insomeways
the highlight for me with that car. At the

docks, there were 8000-10000 people to
havea lookat itas it cameout fromthecon-
tainerof theship.
I refused to drive the car as I was wary

that Imightbangintopeopleas Istillwasn’t
fullyhandsonwiththatAudi. Ihadsomeone
fromAudi,aproperdriver,togetithome.All
along theway, people were honking from
bikesanditwasquiteacelebrationandIstill
don’t knowhow it reachedmyhomewith-
outa scratch.
Talking of scratches, that memorable

driveat theMCGhadleft thecarwith lotsof
scratches,dents,champagne.AndAudiwere
kindenoughtosendabrand-newcar.
WhereverIgointheworld, if Ineedacar

to drive, they providemewith one. I must
havedriven theAudi themost inEngland.

InthatoldAudi, IhavegonetoAlibagand
to Shirdi (Sai Baba temple). Initially, my fa-
ther alsowould occasionally take it out for
drives to the races on Sundays with his
friends.Hewasadoctor,amostselflessone,
who till twodays before he died,was in his
two clinics atMahimandDharavi. If yougo
tothoseplaces,evenif theydon’tknowme;
theywillknowDr.Shastri.Hewasmybuddy,
myhero,themanwhotaughtmehowtolive
lifeonmyterms.
He stopped taking that car out as he

would be hounded at traffic lights. There
weren’t many four-rings Audi then, and
then that number plate MFA 1, everyone
knew itwasmine. Theywould throng the
car, thinking I would be there. So he
stoppeddriving it.
As I sat in the new restored car, all the

MCGmemories came flooding back.Who
wassittingwhere,whatwedid,all thegood
times.Howtheprimeministerhad thenal-
lowedme to get it duty-free; incidentally
only after this itwas legally allowed for any
sportspeople to bring the car back to India
duty-free if theywon it ina tournament.
Thebestthingaboutthisisthatmydaugh-

tersawthecarforthefirsttimeeverinherlife.
She sat in it for the first time. In the days to
come, I shall takeher for a spin in it. In some
sense, thecircleof lifewouldbecomplete.

RaviShastri isa former India
cricketer, coachandcommentator.

HespoketoSriramVeera

Delhi HC stops
govt grant and
assistance to
federations
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

THEDELHIHighCourtonFridaydirectedthe
unionMinistryofYouthAffairsandSportsto
stop grant of funds to National Sports
Federations(NSFs)andalsoorderedittonot
provide any assistance to them at least till
July20.Thecourtsaidthatinthemeantime,
assistance to sportspersons should be en-
suredthroughtheSportsAuthorityof India.
“Evidently, thereisnoclarityorconfirma-

tionastowhichofNationalSportsFederations
(NSFs)arefullycompliedwiththeSportsCode.
Therefore, inviewof thepreviousorders…it
wouldbeonly logical, prudent, legal and just
thatthegovernmentmoniesbenotexpended
onentitieswhosestatusinlawisyettobede-
termined,” said JusticeNajmiWaziri. Theor-
dercameinacasefiledbylawyerandsportsac-
tivistRahulMehrain2020aboutcompliance
of theSportsCodebyNSFs.
Thecourtdirectedthatthemoney,patron-

age andother facilities toNSFs shouldbe re-
sumed only when they comply with the
Sports Code, particularly the clausewhich
stipulatesthat25percentofthemanagement
shall comprise prominent sportspersons of
outstandingmeritwith voting right. The or-
dercomesontheheelsof theonespassedby
theSupremeCourtandHighCourtsearlierin
respectofAllIndiaFootballFederation,Hockey
India,MaharashtraArcheryAssociation and
All IndiaChessFederation.
“It ishopedthattheentireexerciseofen-

suringcompliancewillbecompletedbythe
end of thismonth,” said the bench, adding
thatnon-compliantNSFsshallbesubject to
noticeof suspensionof their recognition.
ThecourtonThursdayhadaskedanoffi-

cer of the rank of joint secretary to remain
present after noting that theCentrehasnot
ensured compliance of the previous orders
passedby it. The sportsministry’s joint sec-
retary L.S. Singh appeared before the court
on Friday and submitted that 15 NSFs have
compliedwiththeSportsCode,sixhavebeen
grantedexemptionfromcertainprovisions,
administrators have been appointed by
courtsforthreeNSFs,andfiveneedto“carry
onminor amendments in their respective
constitutions”. Seventeen NSFs require ex-
tensiveamendments, thecourtwas told.
However,Mehrachallengedthefiguresand

informationsubmittedbySinghand told the
court that at least 23NSFs -Weightlifting,
PencakSilat,Swimming,Cycling,Wushu,Kudo,
Rifle,AtyaPatya,KayakingandCanoeing,Roller
Skating, Table Tennis, Athletics, Boxing,Golf,
Softball,BilliardsandSnooker,RollBall,Sepak
Takraw,CyclePolo,Yachting,Chess,Yogasana
andShootingBall-havesupernumeraryposts
orpersonsinthemanagementoronpositions
whicharenotcontemplatedintheSportsCode.
MehraaddedtheWrestlingFederationof

Indiahasnotevensubmitteditsconstitutionto
theministry and therefore likemanyothers,
doesnotqualify forgrant, anybenefits, assis-
tanceorevencontinuationofrecognition.

From grass track
to synthetic,
Rupal makes
smooth transition
ANDREWAMSAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE3

QUARTER-MILERHMPriyawasundoubtedly
the favourite to take homegold at theU-20
FederationCupinNadiad,GujaratonFriday
until a certain 17-year-old outshone her by
just .01seconds. Meerut’s Rupal clocked a
solid52.48sunderthescorchingGujaratsun.
RupalhadalreadyachievedtheU-20World
Championshipsqualificationmarkof 55.20s
in theheats itselfwheresheclocked53.91s.
RupalwasnaturallyoverjoyedatFriday's

victory over themuch-fancied Priya, who
toppedtheIndiachartslastyear.“Sheissuch
a fine runner. She is one of the best junior
athletesintheworldandbeatingherinaway
proves that I am a fine athlete as well. My
confidence has been boosted,” Rupal says
witha lotof admiration forPriya.
Priya came into the competition having

already clocked the jrWorlds qualification
timing.Rupalfirstcameintothelimelightin
Octoberlastyearwhensheclocked (53.73s)
thebesttimingsinthe400mNationalOpen.
Priya and Rupal have contrasting back-
grounds.WhilePriyahasjustreturnedfrom
a training stint in Europe, Rupal has been
shuttling betweenMeerut andDelhi to get
access toasynthetic track.
“Maintohgaonki ladkihun (Iamavillage

girl),” Rupal says in an assertive tonewhen
asked about her background. Rupal, who
comes from a farmer family inMeerut, al-
wayshadalikingforrunning.Afteroutshin-
ingherfellowathletesattheschoollevel,the
next step for Rupalwas to train at a profes-
sional stadium. Rupal, then 13, reached the
Kailash Prakash Stadium about 18 kilome-
tres from home. But she was in for a rude
shock.Thefacilitiesatthestadiumdisheart-
ened the teenager.
“Thestadiumstilldoesn’thaveasynthetic

track. There is agrass track that is in terrible
shape. The gymhas no proper equipment.
Wehadtosaveupmoneyandgetequipment
forweight training,” shesays.
With no track in the vicinity, Rupal and

her training partners have no choice but to
travel to Delhi, about 100km away, thrice a
week. That means waking up at 3 in the
morning and covering a distance of more
than500kmaweekjusttogetbasictraining
facilities. “Thrice a week we train at the
JawaharLalNehrustadiumandreturnby11
am. Ihavecomethis far trainingundersuch
conditions,”Rupal says.

Overcoming hardships
Despite the hardships, Rupal isn’t going

tobackdownandfeelsherbestisyettocome.
“This is just thebeginningand Ihavea lot of
areas to improve on. My timings will dip
down further,” says the teenagerwho, not
surprisingly, wants to compete at the
Olympicsoneday. Rupal’sjam-packedtrain-
ing schedule leaves no room for a social life
or any recreational activity. She also has to
help her familywith householdwork. “My
motherhas somehealthcomplicationsand
sheneedsmyassistance.Icook,cleananddo
the dishes. Aftermy training, I amassigned
cleaningduty (laughs),” saysRupal.
When Rupal returns fromGujarat, the

teenager knows that she will have to go
through the samegruelling travel and train-
ingroutine.Andwithoutmuchchoice,shehas
somewhat accepted it. “It isworking out so
far. Iwill practiceharder andbringbetter re-
sults,”shesays.Butthelackofasynthetictrack
inthevicinityisahugeroadblocksheadmits.
“KyaaapMeerutmeinsynthetictrackban-

waa sakte ho ? (Can you set up a synthetic
track inMeerut)?” sheasks ina jovial tone.

RaviShastrialongwithhisdaughterAleka inMumbaionFriday.PradipDas

Very tough, no?Andvery sad for
him, honestly, no? I knowhow
muchhe’s fighting towin aGrand
Slam, but for themoment, hewas
very unlucky. Theonly thing that I
amsure is he is going towinnot
one—muchmore thanone.So I
wishhimall thebest anda very
fast recovery.”

RAFAELNADAL
ONHISOPPONENTALEXANDERZVEREV

Ravi Shastri IwasinFrankfurt inGermanyon
aholiday,havinganicepintof
typicalGermanbeer.Abig, tall
Pathanwalkedacross,obviously
fromNorth-Westernfrontierof
PakistanorAfghanistan.He
recognisedmeandthefirst
thingheaskedmewas,“Oh
Shastriji,vohGaddikikihaal
chaal?”Isaid ‘bikultheek-thaak!

Thesportsministry’sjoint
secretaryL.S.Singhappeared
beforethecourtonFridayand
submittedthat15NSFshave
compliedwiththeSportsCode,
sixhavebeengrantedexemption
fromcertainprovisions,admin-
istratorshavebeenappointedby
courtsforthreeNSFs

New Delhi
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NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,JUNE3

CHIEF HIGH performance director Santiago Nieva is
ending his tenure in India before joining Australia as
theirheadcoach.TheSwedetalksaboutvarious facets
of Indianboxing,hispolicyof havingnotrials, thedis-
appointments at the Tokyo Olympics and what lies
ahead for Indian boxing.

EXCERPTS:

You joined inApril 2017andare leavingnowafter
a five-year stint.Whathasbeen themain
differencebetween thenandnow?
Themaindifferencehasbeenthehigh-performance

structure I tried toput inplace.Weneededgood tacti-
cal and technical training and worked around that.
Therewasmuchemphasisonstrengthandendurance
earlier and I had to put the focus onpower and tactics
too. Tactically speaking, our boxers were going head-
hunting in the ring rather than aiming formore varia-
tions. We had to work on things like avoiding clinch-
ingtheopponentorholding,andknowinghowtocome
outof thosesituations.Onceitgot intotheirheads, itbe-
cameeasiertotrain.Thethingabouttopboxingnations
likeRussia, CubaandKazakhstan is that they start tac-
tically right from the grassroots. A boxer at the age of
say16-17hasgoodring IQ.AndI triedto inculcate that.

Youhavebeenanadvocate forhavingno trials for
boxers for international competitions likeCWG,
AsianGamesorOlympicqualifiers.Wehave seen
boxers likeNikhatZareenandothersdemanding
trials.What’s you takeon this issue?
Well, in India, people are crazy about having trials.

When I introduced this concept and policy of having
no trials, obviously I faced resistance from the boxers
who don’t qualify. I believe if there is a boxerwho has
proven himself on the international level through ex-
posurewithcoaches too investing inhim,whyputex-
tra burden of trials on him. In some cases, where we
have equally good boxers, trials are necessary. As the
head coach, you should be able to take the decision
based on the boxer’s assessment and back that boxer
in a particular weight category. The recent qualifica-
tion system for the Paris Olympics has reduced the
numberof qualifiersandputmoreemphasisonworld
rankings. If we back one boxer, who has regular good
performances at international level, hewill be able to
collectmore rankingpoints.Yes,havingno trials isnot
a fool-proof systembut that’smyview.

Whatwill be thehighlightof your stint?
Thereareseveralhighs forme.SeeingAmitPanghal

boxintheworldchampionshipfinal in2019,wherewe
wontwomedalsandfourboxersreachingthequarters,
wasdefinitelyoneof thehighpointsofmycareer,apart
from the Indian contingent winning 13medals in the
2019 Asian Championships. But the bestmoment has
to be Amit beating reigning Olympic champion
HasanboyDusmatov in theAsianGames final in 2018.
Thatmadeusbelieve that anything is possible.

Andwhathasbeen the lowpointof your stint?
Well, Tokyo has to be the low point in terms of

men’s boxing. There is no secret that we could not
deliver according to our expectations and no hiding
fromthe fact thatwedidnotwin amedal. People ask
me todo ananalysis and I only have to say that sadly,
it happened at theOlympics.Wehave tounderstand
that all our boxers lost to good opponents. The
Colombian (YuberjenMartinez),whomAmit lost to,
is a 2016 Olympic medallist. Manish lost to a very
good boxer. Vikas got injured in Italy but as coaches,
we took a decision to take a risk. Our best boxer at

theOlympicswas Satish,who cameclose towinning
a medal but faced somebody like Bakhodir Jalolov.
We did not qualify any women boxers for Rio but
qualified four women boxers for Tokyo. To return
withonemedal,where fewcountriesmedalledmore
than once, is a good achievement.

Women’shighperformancemanagerRaffaele
Bergamascoquitdue to thenon-extensionof his
contract last year.Underhim, thewomenboxers
returnedwithanOlympicmedal.Howdoyousee
hisdeparture?
Obviously, itwasabig loss for Indianboxing. Itwas

difficult thathetooksuchadecisionandwehavetore-
spect that. If we look at the results, he had a very suc-
cessful journey in India and Indians owehim for play-
ingarole inLovlina’s (Borgohain)bronzemedal, India’s
only thirdmedal in the sport.

Lookingforward,howdoyouseeIndianboxing
growandwhatwillbeyouradvicetoIndianboxers?
Indianboxinghastolookforward.Losingispartofthe

gameandyes,we failed inTokyoexcept thatonemedal
but we have to build on the process. Remember, two
worldchampionslostinthefirstroundinTokyo.Acoun-
try likeFrance,whichwonsixmedals inRio,didnotwin
amedal inTokyo.
Ifyouwantsomebodytotaketheresponsibilityoffail-

ure, Iwill takeit.But Iamhappythatwehaveacoaching
structureandathingcalledhigh-performancemanage-
ment inplace in Indianboxing.Whatweshouldaimfor
istohaveagoodinternalcompetitionstructurethrough-
out theyear. And Ihope topat oneofmyboxers inParis
forwinninganOlympicmedal.

Therehasbeensomecriticismof theIndianteam
traininginItalyaheadof theOlympics.Boxers like
VikasKrishanhavetermedthelackof Indianfood
optionsasoneof thereasonsforfailureinTokyo.Do
youbelievethatthetrainingstint inItalyplayeda
roleinwhathappenedwithIndianboxers inTokyo?
It was not our plan to spend somuch time ahead of

theOlympics in Italy.Wehadameetingwith theboxers
andeverybodyinthemen’scampagreedfora2-3week
campinItaly.Amongwomenboxers,onlyMaryKomsaid
shewillbetraining in India.
The planwas to spend 2-3weeks in Italy and come

back to India and then go to the Olympics. But as the
Covid-19situationchanged,thegovernmenttoldusthat
we have to quarantine if we come back to India. So,we
had tomake that decision of staying in Italy for longer.
Yes, foodwasaproblemfor theextendedstay.
Butnobodyhadcomplainedwhenwetrainedat the

samevenuebeforetheworldchampionshipsorOlympic
qualifiers andgave results. To say Italy is the sole reason
forwhathappenedintheOlympics is tosimplify things.

‘If youwant somebody to take the
responsibility of failure, I will take it’
Outgoinghigh-performancedirectorNievaonTokyodebacleand Indianboxing's future

“Indianboxinghas to look forward. Losing is
part of thegameandyes,we failed inTokyo
except that onemedal butwehave tobuild
on theprocess.”

ChiefhighperformancedirectorSantiagoNieva.
JasbirMalhi

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, JUNE3

NATIONALFOOTBALLiconSunilChhetrididn’thide
his disappointment at no tickets being sold to the
general public for theAsianCupGroupDqualifiers
tobeplayedattheSaltLakeStadiumfromJune8-14,
andfelt itdeprivedtheIndianteamofhomeadvan-
tageatatimewhenitneedscrowdsupportthemost.
About20,000complimentaryticketshavebeen

issued,whichhas resulted in theorganisersgetting
the stadiumrent-free. Public sale of ticketswould
have forced theAll India Football Federation (AIFF)
toforkoutaroundRs16lakhperday.
TheIndianteamwouldbeplayinginKolkata,the

country’sfootballhub,afteragapofnearlythreeyears
andChhetriwouldhave liked the crowd inhis cor-
nerashetriedtoleadIndiatothecontinentalcham-
pionship. “WhenMohunBaganplayedat 4o’clock
(intheAFCCup),therewere38,000people.Howisit
thatweare finding itdifficult tosell tickets (for8.30
pmkick-offs)whenthenationalteamisplaying?The
samethinghappenedinMumbai.Iftherearenofans
forthegame,Iunderstand.Whenthenationalteam
isplayingintheNortheast,inKerala,it’sjam-packed.
Itdoesn’tmakesense,”saidtheveteranmarksman.
Thesparsecrowdinthestandswillmakeamock-

eryofhomeadvantage,Chhetrisaid.
“TheleastIwasexpectingwas30,000becauseat

4o’clock,theycameforMohunBagan.Wearehappy
thatwearehostingit(thetournament),but(suchlit-
tle turnout) itwouldmakenodifference.Whenwe
cometoplay(here)forBengaluruFCagainstMohun
BaganandEastBengal,wefeelitasanawaysideand
it’s intimidating.So,theyshouldfill (thestands)and
thenwecansaywehavehomeadvantage.Ifinasta-
diumof almost 90,000, only10,000-15,000people
turnup, thenwhat’s thepoint of havinghomead-
vantage?Wego to training, there are 100people,
man!(So)Idon'tunderstandhow?”
HesaidKolkatawasoneof theplaceswherethe

nationalteamcanexpectgoodsupport.“Therearea

fewplaces inmycountrywhere yougo toplay for
thenationalteamandweknowyouaregoingtoget
support.Keralaisoneofthem.Ofcourse,Kanteerava
(inBengaluru)isoneofthem.ButKolkataisrightup
there andyou feel special here, because they (fans)
lovetheirfootball.”

Lackof starpower
Organisers, on theother hand, have cited luke-

warm response to a tournament featuring teams
from footballing backwaters as the reason for less
crowd.IndiahasaFIFArankingof106,aheadofHong
Kong(147),Afghanistan(150)andCambodia(171).
“Lookattheteamsplayingandtheirrankings.Do

you think fanswill throng the stadium? I don’t see
more than10,000 spectators turningup,” a former
topAIFFofficialsaid.TheSaltLakeStadiumhasaca-
pacity inexcessof70,000.“TheBengalgovernment
hasissuedinstructionsthatallticketsshouldbefree.
See,printingticketsisnotanissuebuthowtodistrib-
utethem,whomtodistributetoisanissue.Yes,they
(state government) aregiving (us) the stadiumfree
and that’swhy tickets (for thematches) have tobe
free.Butwearegiving20,000tickets,notaverysmall
number,” AIFF director (competition)Anil Kamath
toldThe IndianExpress, informingthat thecompli-
mentaryticketswouldgotothestatefootballassoci-
ations,differentclubs,governmentofficesandfrom
there “to public”. According to him, some tickets
wouldbedirectlydistributedtothepubliconline.
The AIFF is currently helmed by the Supreme

Court-appointedCommitteeofAdministrators(CoA),
although tournaments are organised by the
Federation’s secretariat. CoAmember and former
IndiacaptainBhaskarGangulymadehisdispleasure
known.“ItoldMrKamath,ifwewouldhavebeenin-
formedabout this earlier,we couldhave taken the
matter to the state government. The state govern-
mentallowed100percent turnout for IPLmatches
only a fewdays ago.Wemighthavehelped theor-
ganisers in this regard. Now, it’s probably too late.
India areplaying at homeand theydeserve crowd
support,”Gangulytoldthispaper.

Asian Cup qualifiers without
general public irks Chhetri
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