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ARRESTS HOURS AFTER AMIT SHAH QUESTIONS ROLE

Day after SC flagged ‘design’ to keep 2002 “pot
boiling’, Gujarat pollqg arrest ex_-DGP Teesta

FIR against Sreekumar, Setalvad and
Sanjiv Bhatt for ‘fabricating evidence’

Stain washed; parties,
media, NGOs behind

VAIBHAV JHA, YOGESH SC ON SREEKUMAR °
NAIK & JAYPRAKASH B RB Sreekumar had no t f h ° Shah
NAIDU personal knowledge as eCOSyS em O eS.
AHMEDABAD, MUMBAI, he did not attend the
JUNEZ5 meeting. He wasa
disgruntled officer EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

ADAY after the AHMEDABAD, JUNE 25

Supreme Court SHAH ON TEESTA,

upheld the SREEKUMAR UNION HOME Minister Amit

SIT’s clean chit M Ithasbeen clearly Shah Saturday hailed the

in the 2002 ri- stated thata police Supreme Court verdict uphold-

ots to the then officer,an NGO and ing the SIT's clean chit to then

Gujarat gov- some political chief minister Narendra Modiin
Sreekumar  ernmentled by elements... together the 2002 riots, and slammed a

Chief Minister spread falsehoods “triad of political parties oppos- ~ Amit Shah during an

Narendra B Many victims’ ing the BJP, some journalistsand  interview to ANI
Modi, the Ahmedabad Detection affidavits were signed some NGOs”. Suggesting they
of Crime Branch (DCB) arrested by (Teesta Setalvad’s) had created an “ecosystem” that
retired state DGP R B Sreekumar, NGO.The UPA . . . influenced everyone, including In an interview to ANI, Shah
whose role had been called government helped Activist Teesta Setalvad in Mumbai on Saturday. Express courts, he said they should seek  called the verdict “a matter of
into question by the Court, and Setalvad’s NGO alot “forgiveness” of the BJP and pride for every BJP worker”,
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rebellion: Gehlot

i S

Ashok Gehlot; Sachin Pilot

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, JUNE 25

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Ashok Gehlot Saturday once
again put his former deputy
Sachin Pilot in the crosshairs, this
time saying that Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat's comment proves
that the two were hand in glove
during the 2020 rebellion
against him.

Talking to journalists in Sikar;,
Gehlot, while talking about
Shekhawat, said, “Ab aap jo
Sachin Pilot ka naam le rahe ho,
ki unhone chook kar di, toh aur
proof ho gya, thappa laga diya
aapne khud ne ki aap unke saath
mile hue the (You are taking
Sachin Pilot’s name that he
missed out narrowly, so it’s fur-
ther proof, you have stamped it
yourself, that you were hand in
glove with him).”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

searches premises;
family alleges killed

SAURABHPARASHAR
&NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 25

THE SON of a Punjab IAS officer,
Sanjay Popli, whois under arrest
over corruption charges, died of
gunshot injuries at his
Chandigarh residence on
Saturday afternoon even as a
team was there to conduct
searches in the case.

Kartik Popli, 26, was a law
graduate and preparing for the
judicial service examination.
Popli's family accused Vigilance
Bureau officials of shooting him,
alleging they were being ha-
rassed by agency officials.

Popli, who was brought by
the Vigilance team for the search,
told mediapersons at the Civil
Hospital where he was taken for
amedical check-up later that he

Popli’s family members after
his death. Kamleshwar Singh

DIFFERENT VERSIONS
IN THE CASE PAGE 7

was "eyewitness to the murder
of my son".

Denying the claim, Chand-
igarh's Senior Superintendent of
Police Kuldeep Chahal said the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

THE WORLD

WORLD LEADERS
CONDEMN US COURT
RULING ON ABORTION
PAGE 12

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
has now turned its gaze on people
who participated in two recent
protests —against the Prophet re-
marks by now-suspended BJP
spokesperson Nupur Sharma,
and the announcement of the
Agnipath short-term recruitment

=

A protest against Agnipath
scheme in Secunderabad. File

New headache for cops:
Cyber criminals buying
personal data in bulk

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

“DEAR CUSTOMER, your ac-
count with xxxx has been sus-
pended. Please complete your
KYC (know your customer) with
this link...”; “Dear user, Please
update your KYC for your ac-
count with this link/number...”;
“Dear customer, you have
earned Rs 5000 worth reward
points on your account XxX...”
These are just some of the
bulk messages received on thou-
sands of phones every day, sent
by fraudsters waiting for people
to click on the phishing links and

share personal information. But
what has exacerbated the
headache for law enforcement
agencies of late is the prolifera-
tion of websites that sell names
and numbers of people in bulk,
senior Delhi Police officers told
The Indian Express. Officers
added that the scamsters have
become proficient in creating
lookalike websites of banks, tele-
com providers or brands to steal
information and siphon money
— anywhere between a few
thousands to several lakhs —
from vulnerable people.
In March, the Delhi Police’s
Cyber Cell arrested 23 people for
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The ED has sought docu-
ments and case papers from UP
Police to examine if it can pro-
ceed against the accused under
provisions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA).
Itis similarly examining the role
of coaching centres in Bihar in
fuelling protests against the
Agnipath scheme.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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EYE ON TRIBAL VOTES
IN OTHER STATES,
BSP BACKS MURMU

MAN HIT BY BULLET
DURING PROPHET
REMARK STIR CLINGS
ON TO LIFE PAGES 6, 7

THECITY

AAP MLAS GETTING
EXTORTION CALLS:
SANJAY SINGH pAGE 3

Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray leaves the Shiv Sena
office after the national executive meeting. Ganesh Shirsekar

As Sena empowers
Uddhav to act, 10
rebels get notices

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

MOVING TO regain control of the
Shiv Sena after majority MLAs of
the party rallied behind rebel
minister Eknath Shinde,
Maharashtra Chief Minister and
Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray
chaired a meeting Saturday of
the party national executive
which authorised him to take all
decisions related to the party.

Six resolutions were passed
including the decision not to al-
low anyone other than the Shiv
Senato use the name of Balasaheb
Thackeray, and to take strict action
against the rebel MLAs.

Also Saturday, disqualifica-
tion notices were served on 16
rebel MLAs who the Sena
claimed did not attend a party
meeting convened by Uddhav
earlier this week. The MLAs have

SUNDAY
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The Comeback

Man

As MVA totters, one
man standing firm is
Devendra Fadnavis

been given time until Monday to
respond, failing which action
would be initiated.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

For Shinde, road to
claim Sena symbol
may not be easy

ANISHADUTTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

MAHARASHTRA  MINISTER
Eknath Shinde, who has the sup-
port of the majority MLAs of Shiv
Sena and is threatening to top-
ple the ruling MVA coalition,
may not find it easy to
stake claim to the “real”
Sena.

While Shinde and
the Sena rebels wade
through legalities of the
anti-defection law, an-
other challenge remains: Of con-
vincing the Election Commission
who the real Shiv Sena is. Who
will claim the party symbol?
That’s the question as the crisis
in the state deepens.

The Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment)

EXPLAINED

Order, 1968 deals with the poll
body’s power to recognise par-
ties and allot symbols. When the
question of a split in a political
party arises outside the legisla-
ture, paragraph 15 of the
Symbols Order, 1968, states:
“When the Commission is satis-
fied... that there are rival sec-
tions or groups of a
recognised political

party, each of whom

claims to be that party

the Commission may,

®  fter taking into ac-
count all the available

facts and circumstances of the
case and hearing (their) repre-
sentatives... and other persons
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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After Moosewala’s murder, spothght back on (Punjabi) gangs of Canada

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 25

THE RUFFIANS. That's the name
of a gang in Abbotsford area of
British Columbia, Canada, cob-
bled together by Punjabi-origin
people. Kal Dosanjh, a veteran
police officer with the Vancouver
police, says the three-year-old
gang is the first of its kind — all
its members are international
students.

With Goldy Brar, a gangster
who travelled to Canada on a
student visain 2017, claiming re-
sponsibility for the killing of
Punjabi rapper Sidhu
Moosewala last month, Indo-
Canadian gangs are once again
under the scanner.

The connection between
crime lords in Canada and
Punjab first came under global
scrutiny in June 2021 when
Toronto police busted an inter-
national drug racket in
Brampton. Most of the 28 men
arrested in the case were of
Indian origin. The Toronto Sun
newspaper called it the biggest
drug seizure in the history of the

local police — 1,000 kg of drugs
worth $61 million, 48 firearms,
$1 million in cash. “It’s the first
time we have seen something at
this level of sophistication,”
Toronto Police chief James
Ramer had said in a press con-
ference.

A former Punjab DGP says
drug smuggling from India to
Canada has been going on for the
last 10-15 years. “It’s a deadly
cocktail. Afghanistan, Pakistan,
India are part of the international
drug route. Initially, smugglers
here would use well-known
courier companies to smuggle
drugs. Then they started liquefy-
ing these for smuggling. Since

e ——
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Kal Dosanjh, a veteran police officer in Vancouver, says
students from Punjab are vulnerable to joining gangs

pharmaceutlcal controls in the
region are relatively lax, they
have also been sending precur-
sor drugs to Canada.”

Kabaddi tournaments, a hit
among the Punjabi diaspora,
were also used as a drug conduit.
Canada-based Ranjit Singh Aujla,
alias Dara Muthada, who was
wanted by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in the multi-
crore Jagdish Bhola drug case,
died of cardiac arrest at British
Columbia on June 9. Ranjit was
aformer president of the British
Columbia Kabaddi Federation.

On February 10 this year,
Sarbjit Singh Sander, another co-
accused in the case, was found

New Delhi

murdered in Langley, Canada.
Sander would allegedly arrange
couriers for transporting drugs.

Police officers in Canada are
in no doubt that drugs are be-
hind the rash of gangs and their
internecine battles. Manny
Mann, chief officer of Combined
Forces Special Enforcement Unit
(CFSEU), British Columbia’s anti-
gang task force, blames the gang
wars on the fluid, ever-changing
alliances and competition over
drug lines.

Indo-Canadians continue to
be part of the gangs dominating
Vancouver, such as the
Wolfpack, Red Scorpions, the
United Nations, and the Brothers

Keepers. The Brothers Keepers,
for instance, was founded by
Gavinder Singh Grewal, who
was killed in December 2017 at
the age of 30; the Red Scorpions
have as their affiliates the Bibo-
Kang group (founded by broth-
ers Sameet and Gary Kang); and
the Dhak-Duhre coalition
(founded by late Gurmit Dhak
and Sandip Duhre) is known to
have strong ties with the United
Nations gang.

The website of the Organized
Crime Agency of British
Columbia Governance puts the
number of such “groups”, as it
calls them, anywhere between

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Gujarat arrests

Mumbai-based activist Teesta
Setalvad, who supported the pe-
titioner, Zakia Jafti.

The two were held on
charges of criminal conspiracy,
forgery and other Sections of the
IPC on the basis of an FIR lodged
in the DCB by Inspector
Darshansinh Barad, which
quotes extensively from the
Supreme Court order. Also
named in the nine-page FIR,
filed on behalf of the Gujarat
state, is former IPS officer Sanjiv
Bhatt, who also faced strictures
in the Supreme Court order.
Bhattis already injail in connec-
tion with another case.

While a DCB team detained
Sreekumar after serving sum-
mons at his residence in
Gandhinagar on Saturday after-
noon, Setalvad was detained
around the same time from her
Mumbai residence.

The arrests came hours after
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, inaninterview to AN, crit-
icised the role of “a police offi-
cer” and Setalvad’s NGO, apart
from media, in the case against
role of the Modi government.

The FIR under which
Sreekumar, Bhatt and Setalvad
were arrested was registered
under IPC Sections 468 (forgery),
471 (using as genuine a forged
document or electronic record),
194 (giving or fabricating false
evidence with intent to procure
conviction of capital offence, 211
(false charge of offence made
with intent to injure), 218 (pub-
lic servant framing incorrect
record or writing with intent to
save person from punishment or
property from forfeiture), and
120 B (criminal conspiracy).

Chaitanya Mandlik, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Crime,
Ahmedabad City Police, said:
“On a tip-off provided by the
DCB, a team of the Gujarat Anti-
Terrorism Squad arrested ac-
cused Teesta Setalvad and she is
being brought to the Crime
Branch office in Ahmedabad.”

The FIR states that the
Supreme Court order “clearly es-
tablishes that Sanjiv Bhatt, R B
Sreekumar, Teesta Setalvad and
others had conspired to abuse
the process of law by fabricating
false evidence to make several
persons to be convicted for an of-
fence that is punishable with
capital punishment, thereby
committing an offence punish-
able under Section 194 of the IPC.
Furthermore it has been estab-
lished in the course of the inves-
tigation done by the SIT that
Sanjiv Bhatt, R B Sreekumar,
Teesta and others had instituted
false and malicious criminal pro-
ceedings against innocent peo-
ple with the intention to cause
injury, an act punishable under
Section 211 of the IPC. Sanjiv
Bhattand RB Sreekumar who at
the time of their acts of commis-
sion and omission were public
servants... they had framed in-
correct records with intent to
cause injury to several persons,
for which they are culpable un-
der Section 218 of the IPC. Sanjiv
Bhatt, R B Sreekumar, Teesta
Setalvad and others had con-
spired and prepared false records
and had dishonestly used those
records as genuine ones with the
intention of causing damage and
injury to several persons, thereby
having committed offence inter
alia, punishable under Sections
468 and 471 of the IPC."

The FIR states that the ac-
cused would be investigated for
"finding out the behind-the-
scene criminal conspiracy and
financial and other benefits, in-
ducements for commission of
various serious offences in col-
lusion with other individuals,
entities and organisations".

Setalvad, 60, said the police
team that picked her up as-
saulted her, but this was denied
by officials. The Gujarat team
came in two jeeps. Speaking to
The Sunday Express, Setalvad
said: “Twas assaulted, thereis no
warrant and I am being taken.
Hence [ came to Santacruz po-
lice to lodge a complaint.”

Her husband Javed Anand
said: “On Saturday morning, we
got a call at the office from the
CISF headquarters in Noida, ask-
ing us whose protection did
Teesta have. She earlier had CISF
security, which has been pulled
out, and now she has Mumbai
Police security. Later, two men
from (Union minister and BJP
leader) Narayan Rane’s security,
who stays on the same road,
came to ask if Teesta was at
home. Later at 3.45 pm, a police
posse came to detain her. The
posse said they had a warrant
and only showed us the FIR.”

Anand added: “We locked
our door and said that we will
speak when our lawyers are
there... She tried to go into the
bathroom and said she would
not open till the lawyers came,
and one male staffer and a fe-
male staffer assaulted her. They
also threatened to book us for

obstructing police.” Anand
added that being an asthmatic,
Setalvad packed her medicines.

Mumbai Police spokesper-
son DCP Sanjay Latkar said, “A
team from the Anti-Terrorism
Squad of the Gujarat Police went
to the residence of Setalvad... in
connection with a case regis-
tered at the DCB Police Station in
Ahmedabad.” He added that the
Santacruz police were process-
ing her application over what
had happened.

As perthe FIR, "Setalvad con-
jured, concocted, forged, fabri-
cated facts and documents and /
or evidence including fabrica-
tion of documents by persons
who were protective witnesses
of the complainant (Zakia)”. She
was also accused of influencing
and tutoring witnesses and
making them sign pre-typed af-
fidavits. Even Zakia Jafri was tu-
tored by Setalvad, as is clear from
her statement before the
Nanavati Commission on August
22,2003, the complaint says.

Regarding IPS officers Bhatt
and Sreekumar, the FIR says they
made several depositions before
the Nanavati Commission of
Inquiry that were against the
Gujarat government.

The complaint says Bhatt,
who was the Superintendent of
Police (Security) at the time of
the riots, forged documents
mailed to the SIT and falsely
claimed he attended a late-night
meeting on February 27, 2002,
called by Modi at his residence.

"Investigation conducted by
the SIT conclusively established
that Bhatt was not present in the
said meeting, and he had made
the above... claims nine years af-
ter the incident to falsely impli-
catevarious persons,” says the FIR.

About Sreekumar, the FIR
says his nine affidavits before the
Nanavati-Shah Commission
were the source for much of the
allegations in Jafri’s petition.

Sreekumar was Additional
DGP of the Armed Unit at the
time of the riots, but his state-
ment before the SIT revealed
that his information of the facts
was acquired after he was
posted as ADG (Intelligence) on
April 9,2002, the FIR says. "He
did not make any allegation
against the government in initial
two affidavits, did so only in the
third affidavit. He has done these
acts and many others deliber-
ately to falsely implicate certain
persons in grave sections of law.”

On Friday, the Supreme
Court, while rejecting riot sur-
vivor Zakia Jafri's petition ob-
served, "We find force in the ar-
gument of the respondent-State
that the testimony of Mr Sanjiv
Bhatt, Mr Haren Pandya and also
of Mr R B Sreekumar was only to
sensationalize and politicize the
matters in issue, although, re-
plete with falsehood.”

The portions quoted by the
FIR from the SC verdict include:
"At the end of the day, it appears
to us that a coalesced effort of
the disgruntled officials of the
State of Gujarat along with oth-
ers was to create sensation by
making revelations which were
false to their own knowledge.
The falsity of their claims had
been fully exposed by the SIT af-
ter a thorough investigation.
Intriguingly, the present pro-
ceedings have been pursued for
last 16 years... including with the
audacity to question the in-
tegrity of every functionary in-
volved in the process of expos-
ing the devious stratagem
adopted (to borrow the submis-
sion of learned counsel for the
SIT), to keep the pot boiling, ob-
viously, for ulterior design. As a
matter of fact, all those involved
in such abuse of process, need to
be in the dock and proceeded
with in accordance with law.”

Shah interview

adding: “The stain that was on
the BJP has been washed away
and a world leader like Modiji
has shown himself an ideal ex-
ample of how the Constitution
has to be respected in a democ-
racy.” The order was “very sig-
nificant”, he said, “less politically
but more because the court has
exposed how our top-most
leader was victimised”.

Attacking those who had lev-
elled charges against the Modi
government, Shah said:
“Political parties opposed to the
BJP, some journalists with a po-
litical ideology and some NGOs,
together created such publicity
about these allegations, and they
had such a strong ecosystem
that people started believing lies
as the truth. It was a triad of
NGOs, media and political par-
ties nursing the media and
NGOs... The ecosystem back
then blew up lies so that every-
one was under its influence,
probably even the courts.”

He added: “Today, when the
judgement has come, it has been
clearly stated that a police offi-
cer, an NGO and some political
elements... the three together
spread falsehoods to sensation-
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alise (the incident). The SIT too
has presented before the court
that the depositions were false.
Today the court has made it clear
that the government did its best
to stop theriots, that the CM ap-
pealed repeatedly for peace, that
the riots post-Godhra train
burning incident were not well-
planned but self-inflicted.”

Speaking about Zakia Jaffi,
who had petitioned the
Supreme Court against the SIT's
clean chit to the Modi govern-
ment, Shah said: “The SC has
said that Zakia Jafri used to work
at someone else’s insistence.
Many victims’ affidavits were
signed by the NGO. Everyone
knew Teesta Setalvad’s NGO was
doing it. The UPA government
helped Setalvad’s NGO a lot, the
whole of Lutyens Delhi knows it.
This was done to target Modiji.”

Asked about the claims that
the Modi-led Gujarat govern-
ment had delayed calling in the
Army to control the riots, Shah
said: “There was no delay. The
day the bandh (against the
Godhra train burning) was
called, we called for the Army. It
takes some time for the Army to
arrive. The record is clear on that
and the Court has appreciatedit.”

On the contrary, he said,
there should have been no delay
in calling the Army when the
anti-Sikh riots broke out in Delhi
in 1984, under a Congress gov-
ernment at the Centre. “The
Army headquarters is in Delhi...
When so many Sikhs were
killed, nothing was done for
three days. How many SITs were
setup (then)? After our govern-
ment came to power, an SIT was
setup (into the 1984 riots). How
many arrests were made?”

Shah said no questions
should be raised about the Modi
government’s role now. “Itis not
just me or Modiji or the BJP say-
ing we (the Gujarat government)
were wrongfully tagged... now
the SC has also said it. Will you
not abide by the Constitution?
Will you not believe the SC? Isa
political statement correct or an
SCverdict, after consideration of
allevidence?”

He said both the people and
journalists must ponder this.
“And if the opinion is in favour
of the latter (the SC verdict), then
questions must be raised on the
responsibility of journalists who
made these accusations. They
must be asked what was the ba-
sis... Those who made allega-
tions against Modliji, if they have
aconscience, they must seek for-
giveness of Modiji and the BJP.”

While asserting that the BJP
government never interfered
with the media’s reporting, “not
then, not today”, the Union min-
ister referred to the Tehelka sting
operation, saying the Court dis-
missed it “because when the
contextual footage came
through, it was clear that the
sting was politically motivated”.

The Union minister claimed
thatin contrast to the allegations
raised against Modi, “no one”
criticised the Godhra train burn-
ing. “The way 60 people were
burnt to death, there was anger,
and until the riots happened, no
one criticised it (the train inci-
dent), except the BJP. The
Congress did not make a single
statement... the Parliament ses-
sion was on.”

Shah also seemed to draw a
parallel between the SIT's ques-
tioning of Modi and the ongoing
interrogation of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi by the
Enforcement  Directorate.
“Modiji was also interrogated,
no one did dharnas. People did
not come from all over the coun-
try to stand in solidarity with
him. We cooperated with the
law. [ was also arrested, there
was no demonstration.”

On Friday, the Supreme
Court dismissed the plea filed by
Jafri, the widow of former
Congress MP Ahsan Jafri, who
was among the 68 killed at
Gulberg Society in Ahmedabad
during the 2002 riots. Jafri had
challenged the SIT’s closure re-
port clearing the Modi govern-
ment, saying the SC-appointed
panel had ignored “evidence”
that the then CM failed to con-
tain the riots, and gave instruc-
tions at an alleged meeting to al-
low Hindus “to vent their anger”
over the Godhra incident.

Notably, Shah was called asa
defence witness in the Naroda
Gam trial for accused Maya
Kodnani, in September 2017.
Kodnani had cited him as de-
fence witness to give alibi that
she was not present at Naroda
Gam at the time of the violence
there, as claimed by the SIT. Shah
told the court that on the day
concerned, he had seen Kodnani
in the state Assembly in
Gandhinagar ataround 8.30am
and then at Sola Civil Hospital (in
Ahmedabad)ataround 11-11.15
am, and that he had no idea
where Kodnani was in between.

Notices to rebels

Sources said if action is taken

against the 16 MLAs, the rebel
camp, which is seeking legal
opinion, may approach the
courts, even the Supreme Court.

Shinde supporters say
Deputy Speaker Narhari Zirwal,
who is from the NCP, cannot act
on the petition against the 16
MLAs because a petition seeking
Zirwal's removal is pending.

In a Twitter post, Shinde
asked Shiv Sainiks to “under-
stand MVA's plan” and said he is
“fighting a battle with a dragon
to free the Shiv Sena and Shiv
Sainiks from its clutches”.

Of the 288 members in the
Sena national executive, 38 rebel
MLAs, senior leader Ramdas
Kadam and MP Shrikant Shinde
were not present at the meeting
chaired by Uddhav.

At the meeting, Sanjay Raut,
MP and chief spokesperson of
the party, said the Shiv Sena be-
longs to “Hindu Hriday Samrat”
Balasaheb Thackeray, and “the
Shiv Sena, as always, will follow
the ideology of Hindutva” and
“will never compromise with
the unity” of Maharashtra and
issues of Marathi manoos (peo-
ple). The resolution was passed
and authorised Uddhav to take
action against the rebel MLAs.

“We will be taking strict ac-
tion against those who betrayed
the party... They cannot use the
name of the party and our patri-
arch’s name,” Raut said.

“The Maha Vikas Aghadi is
united,” he added.

Earlier in the day, Shinde, ina
Twitter post, claimed that pro-
tection of rebel Shiv Sena MLAs
had been withdrawn on the or-
ders of the Chief Minister and
the state Home Minister. This, he
said, was how pressure was be-
ing mounted on the Sena MLAs.

State Home Minister Dilip
Walse-Patil called Shinde’s
claim “mischievous” and “false”.

Shinde said “if any harm
were to come to our family
members, then the CM and the
leaders of MVA government like
Mr Sharad Pawar, Mr Sanjay
Raut, Mr Aaditya Thackeray will
be responsible”.

ED seeks details

“We are examining both
cases from a money-laundering
perspective. In the protests over
the Prophet remarks, we have
learnt there is involvement of a
certain organisation which has
been aggressively active in engi-
neering protests against the gov-
ernmenton Islamicissues. Itisal-
ready under probe,” a senior ED
official said.

In Bihar, the official said, the
ED is looking at the alleged role
of some coaching centres during
the Agnipath protests. “If we find
evidence of them having funded
these protests, we will proceed
against them under the PMLA,”
the official said.

The Prophet remarks trig-
gered large-scale protests in
Kanpur, Prayagraj and
Saharanpur. Following this, the
UP Police registered 20 FIRs and
arrested 424 people. Authorities
alsolaunched demolition drives
against properties owned by
those allegedly involved in the
protests.

In Bihar, the Agnipath an-
nouncement led to protests in
Gopalganj, Kaimur, Chhapra,
Danapur, Arrah, Lakhisarai and
Samastipur.

Gehlot’s barb

Recently, addressing a pro-
gramme in Jaipur, Shekhawat
said Pilot committed a chook (an
error) during the 2020 political
crisis, and that if he hadn’t, work
on the Eastern Rajasthan Canal
Project (ERCP) would have be-
gun. The ERCP aims to provide
drinking water to 13 districts in
eastern Rajasthan.

Shekhawat's reference was
to the sequence of events in
mid-2020, when Pilot had led a
rebellion of 19 MLAs that had ul-
timately proved unsuccessful.

The crisis continues to be at
the centre of a tug of war be-
tween the Congress government
and Shekhawat. While Congress
Chief Whip and now minister
Mahesh Joshi had filed a case in
2020 naming Shekhawat and
others for allegedly scheming to
topple the Gehlot government,
Shekhawat filed a case in New
Delhi in 2021 against Gehlot’s
0SD Lokesh Sharma and others
for allegedly tapping phones.

While Lokesh Sharma con-
tinues to appear for hearings in
the case, the Rajasthan Anti-
Corruption Bureau recently
served a court notice to
Shekhawat in connection with
the leaked audio tapes.

On Saturday, Gehlot said that
the notice to Shekhawat was in
fact“served late”. “He kept evad-
ing... What is his issue with giv-
ing a voice (sample)? He has al-
ready accepted before the court
inDelhi that it is his voice, police
there have accepted in an affi-
davit,” the CM said.

“When that (audio) came
and there was a voice, the world
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knows that it is your voice, you
yourself conspired to topple the
government. You are taking
Sachin Pilot’s name that he
missed out, so it’s further proof,
you have stamped it yourself
that you were hand in glove with
him,” Gehlot said.

Earlier, reacting to
Shekhawat’s comments, Pilot
had said that now the public
won’t commit the chook of
choosing Shekhawat. He said the
BJP had gone back on its promise
on the ERCP issue and was now
blaming the people.

IAS officer’s son

Vigilance team was on the
premises of the Popli residence
for investigations when they
heard a gunshot and realised
that Kartik had “shot himself
with his licensed gun”. Chahal
said they rushed him to hospi-
tal, where he was declared dead.

Vigilance Bureau Deputy
Superintendent of Police Ajay
Kumar said at a press conference
in the evening that they never
entered the house but made
their recoveries from a store in
the yard, and had “left” by the
time the incident happened.

Kumar said the family ap-
peared to be in “panic” as it was
“a massive recovery”. “We feel
extremely pained at this inci-
dent. We came to know of it af-
ter we had already returned
from there. The allegations be-
ing levelled by the accused's
family are baseless.”

Alleging that Bureau officials
had been harassing her and her
son for the past few days, Popli's
wife Sri said that on Saturday,
the team that came to their
home took Kartik to the first
floor. “They started pressuring
him... They did not allow me to
go upstairs, despite my requests.
I somehow managed to catch a
glimpse from the staircase and
saw that they had a gun aimed
at my son... Moments later, I
heard a gunshot. They killed my
son,” she said.

The Vigilance Bureau had ar-
rested Popli, a 2008-batch offi-
cer posted as Director, Pensions,
Punjab, on June 20. He was to be
produced in court Saturday, be-
fore which the Vigilance team
searched his house.

The Bureau claimed to have
seized over 12 kg of gold and sil-
ver from Popli’s house, apart
from several mobile phones and
cash, Saturday.

At the press conference in
the evening, Vigilance Bureau
DySP Kumar said: “The incident
happened after the Vigilance
Bureau’s team left after making
recovery froma store in the yard.
The Vigilance Bureau did not en-
ter Popli’s house.”

Asked about the weapon
with which Kartik allegedly shot
himself, the officer said it was for
the Chandigarh Police to investi-
gate the same. Sources told The
Sunday Express a 7.65 mm li-
censed pistol was used in the fir-
ing, registered in Popli’'s name. A
forensic team has taken posses-
sion of the gun and recovered an
empty bullet shell from the spot.

Popli was arrested following
avideo left by a Karnal-based
contractor, Sanjay Kumar, on the
anti-corruption helpline, pur-
portedly showing the officer de-
manding second instalment for
abribe to allot a tender pertain-
ing to sewerage works. Popli was
the CEO of the Punjab Sewerage
Board before he was transferred
as Director, Pensions, in May.

Sandeep Wats, posted as as-
sistant secretary in the board,
was also arrested. The anti-cor-
ruption helpline had been set up
by the AAP government soon af-
ter coming to power.

Kumar accused the two of
seeking a cut of 1% to clear ten-
ders.

Aday after Popli’s arrest, the
Chandigarh Police registered a
case against him under the Arms
Act, after the Vigilance Bureau
claimed to have found unac-
counted live cartridges from his
house during searches.

On Friday, Popli was booked
in a third case, along with an
unidentified woman, under

charges of extortion, false evi-
dence and criminal conspiracy.
The complainant is against
Kumar, who said that fraud and
rape charges had been pressed
against him and two other con-
tractors allegedly at the behest
of Popli to pressure him not to go
to the Vigilance Bureau.

As the Congress staged a
protest at Popli's residence, AAP
called Kartik's death “unfortu-
nate” and said “the government
would continue a zero tolerance
approach against corruption”.

Cyber crime

sending such messages every
day and “inducing” people to
visit fake websites on the pretext
of updating KYC — failing which
they would “lose” their account
inalarge public sector bank.

Once a person would part
with personal details online,
money would soon disappear
from their account.

A senior officer at the public
sector bank, who did not wish to
be named, said: “Last year, we
had more than 500 complaints
in November-December... The
fraudsters kept sending bulk
messages asking people to up-
date their KYC or else they
would lose their account. We
also reported the matter to Delhi
Police and the Ministry of Home
Affairs. These people pose as
bank officials and cheat cus-
tomers of lakhs of rupees. We
would never send such mes-
sages to our customers.”

KPS Malhotra, DCP (Cyber
Cell), says: “The men would send
bulk messages with links that
lead to a fake page of a public
sector bank’s app. The account
holder fed personal information
on the fake page and the accused
took these details, logged into
the original account and si-
phoned money from there.”

“It was a pan-India network;
we had more than 100 com-
plaints with us. Over 51 of these
were in Delhi. The accused were
arrested from different loca-
tions,” added the DCP.

Many FIRs often club hun-
dreds of complaints — last year,
for instance, the Cyber Cell in
Dwarka registered eight cases of
KYC fraud, with each clubbing
more than 500 complainants.

In the case from March, po-
lice found many of the victims
lost up to Rs 1 lakh. Such gangs,
police said, operate from differ-
ent cities across the country —
posing jurisdictional challenges
toinvestigators — and have sev-
eral modules.

For instance, some men are
tasked with creating the phish-
ing links, sending bulk SMSes
and creating bank accounts,
while others work on procuring
data of their targets.

Procuring data of the victims
is key to the operation. An ACP-
level officer said the accused
bought it from websites where
personal data of lakhs of people
is sold in bulk for as little as Rs
600 and up to Rs 7,000.

The Sunday Express logged
into some of these websites and
found how easily one can buy
data — names, phone numbers
and even addresses. The data is
differentiated into different cat-
egories for “marketing pur-
poses”. Categories include ‘stu-
dents seeking jobs’, ‘senior
citizens’, ‘doctors in Delhi-NCR’
and ‘car owners in Delhi-NCR’,
making it easier for fraudsters to
zero in on their targer.

A team led by ACP Raman
Lamba found that the accused
were procuring numbers from
such websites.

“They mostly target senior
citizens, retired officials and fre-
quent shoppers. Data of these
people are easily available on the
websites,” said one officer.

The Sunday Express contacted
one of the websites and asked
them about the data being sold
online. The company, which re-
fused to be named, claimed one
canshare and sell details such as
name, email IDs and phone
numbers as these are cate-
gorised as “general data”.
However, data such as credit
card details and medical records

New Delhi

cannot be shared online.

“There are no laws protect-
ing the selling of general data.
Many brands want their ‘target
audience/customers’ and need
such data. This data selling busi-
ness was started to provide data
for marketing purposes... The
data is only shared for promo-
tional activities... It is the user’s
responsibility,” said the com-
pany’s spokesperson.

Asked how the websites
gathered such data in the first
place, the spokesperson said:
“As there are a lot of companies
who sell data, so they purchase
data from each other whichever
is required. However the origi-
nal source of data is unknown.
But as per my knowledge, some
data like B2B companies data,
doctors data, chemists data is
collected from web directory
sites where name, address and
contact numbers are available
openly. And other data may be
sold by companies itself — for
example [ have opened an ac-
count (with a broker) for trad-
ing, and after a few days I start
getting calls from different com-
panies for trading purpose, so
we can believe the data is obvi-
ously sold by the company itself,
and when this data is used by
these companies, it comes in
open market for reselling by
small medium sellers.”

In one specific case, the ac-
cused were arrested with more
thanRs 2 crore. “They started the
operation during the pandemic;
in fact many gangs did. We re-
ceived over 25 complaints with
the same modus operandi. Most
of the complainants were 45-
plus. One of the complainants, a
retired DU professor, was
cheated of Rs 1.7-2 lakh. This
was the largest amount.”

Sena symbol

as desire to be heard, decide that
one such rival section or group
or none of such rival sections or
groups is that recognised politi-
cal party and the decision of the
Commission shall be binding on
all suchrival sections or groups.”

Whenadispute arises, the EC
first examines the support each
faction enjoys, both within the
organisation and legislature
wing. Then it identifies the top
committees and decision-mak-
ing bodies and proceeds to know
how many of its members or of -
fice-bearers back which faction.
Italso counts the number of law-
makers and legislators.

This applies to disputes in
recognised national and state
parties. For splits in registered
but unrecognised parties, the EC
usually advises the warring fac-
tions to resolve differences in-
ternally or approach the court.

In Maharashtra, the rebel
faction claims the support of 41
MLAs and will seek the use of
the Sena’s symbol.

In the past, one of the most
high-profile splits of a party be-
fore 1968 was that of the
Communist Party of India in
1964. A breakaway group ap-
proached the ECI in December
1964, urging it to recognise them
as CPI(Marxist). It provided a list
of MPs and MLAs of Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala and West
Bengal. The ECI recognised the
faction as CPI (M) after it found
that the votes secured by the
MPs and MLAs supporting the
breakaway group added up to
more than4%in the three states.

More recently,  the
Samajwadi Party witnessed a
bitter split in 2017 when
Akhilesh Yadav wrested control
from father Mulayam Singh
Yadav. Mulayam approached the
EC. The Akhilesh camp filed af-
fidavits by various party office-
bearers, MPs, MLAs and district
presidents. Eventually, after
hearing both sides, the poll body
decided to award the cycle sym-
bol to Akhilesh’s faction.

In the case of the AIADMK in
2017, the factions led by O
Panneerselvam and VK Sasikala
had staked claim to the
AIADMK's ‘two leaves’ symbol.
While Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami’s camp revolted
against Sasikala to merge with

the OPS faction, it was the uni-
fied OPS-EPS group that won the
symbol in November 2017.

Gangs of Canada
600 and over 900 in the past five
years. It says, however, that
“gangs, based strictly on ethnic-
ity, are no longer the norm...
What we’re seeing now are new
gang alliances and new power
blocks, in order to capture amo-
nopoly on the illicit market”.

Gang wars often take a heavy
toll on Indo-Canadians. Four
Indo-Canadians, including a po-
lice officer, were killed in tar-
geted killings in the first two
weeks of May alone. Later, the
CFSEU released photos of 11
men they said could be targeted
and therefore were putting the
public at risk. Seven of them
were Indo-Canadians with roots
in Punjab. Linda Annis, executive
director of Metro Vancouver
Crime Stoppers, said British
Columbia witnessed 123 gang-
related shootings in 2021.

In his thesis on South Asian
gangs in Canada, Manjit Pabla, a
researcher, says nearly 200
South Asian men have died in
gang violence in the last three
decades “for the contradictory
objectives of social exclusion
and inclusion”. Many of them
had roots in Punjab.

But what worries police offi-
cer Dosanjh, whois also the CEO
of KidsPlay Foundation that
works to keep youth away from
crime, is the increasing vulner-
ability of international students
from Punjab. “Often, need foran
additional source of income
drives theminto the arms of ex-
isting gangs,” adds Dosanjh.

Immigration Refugees and
Citizenship Canada (IRCC)
records show 156,171 study per-
mits were given to students
from India in 2021, almost dou-
ble the number for 2020.

If caught while committing
a crime, students are charged,
convicted, sentenced and de-
ported. “The rate of incarcera-
tions is very high,” says Kal.

Death by overdosing on
drugs is also becoming more
frequent. A report last year in
Pointer, a digital news platform,
said a single funeral home in the
Greater Toronto Area gets five
dead bodies of Indian students
every month. This has
prompted the Indian mission in
Canada to start a drive for map-
ping Indian students in the
country.

Unlike Indian students, the
Indo-Canadian gangsters are not
driven to crime due to financial
hardship. “They generally come
from decent familes, have the re-
sources to succeed but they love
the easy money, the bling, the
control,” says Dosanjh.

Pabla calls it the lure of a
“gold-collar” (as against white-
collar or blue-collar) lifestyle.

Shenan Charania, areformed
gangster, says he was bullied
when he was young and gravi-
tated towards a gang of bullies
that could protect him.

Historically speaking, the
Indo-Canadian gangs first shot
to notoriety in the 1980s and
1990s with the birth of Punjabi
Mafia led by gangsters like the
Dosanjh brothers, Ron (Ranjit)
and Jimmy (Jimsher), in the mid
1980s. The brothers used to al-
legedly source cocaine from the
Colombian cartels.

The police trace the seeds of
the present day gang wars to the
deadly feud between the
Dosanjh brothers and the brutal
Bindy Johal. All three were shot
dead, Jimmy and Ron, two
months apart in 1994, allegedly
by Johal, who was killed four
years later. All three were in their
twenties. The 2015 Deepa
Mehta film, Beeba Boys (Good
Boys), is loosely based on Bindy
Johal and Indo-Canadian gangs
in West Coast.

Even today, Johal, who was
oftenseen onlive TV feeds, con-
tinues to be a folk figure for
gangsters who believe he
stopped the emasculation of
South Asian men.
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At Moti Bagh, 500-metre stretches on both sides of the road have been revamped by the Delhi government with cycling and
walking tracks, and benches. Abhinav Saha

Amid crisis, only 18% of treated
waste water being reused in city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

WHILE THE reuse of treated
waste water can lower the pres-
sure on freshwater sourcesin the
city, only a small fraction of the
waste water that Delhi currently
generates is reused.

As per DelhiJal Board officials,
the city reuses around 18% or 100
MGD (million gallons per day) of
the 528 MGD of treated water
generated at DJB’s wastewater
treatment plants. Treated water is
supplied for horticulture purposes
and washingbuses, an official said.

Increasing the quantity of wa-
ter reused would need a parallel
network across the city to carry
treated water to areas where it
canbe used, like agricultural land
on the city’s outskirts, the official
said. The cost for a system of that

JNUAC
approves
vacation for
faculty after
3-year gap

New Delhi: The Academic
Council (AC) of Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) has ap-
proved vacation for its faculty in
its recent meeting, which the
university authorities said was
happening after “three long
years”. The pandemic had dis-
rupted the academic calendar.

“Ina major step, JNU authori-
ties notify vacations for its faculty
afteragap of three long years. JNU
academic council approved the
much-needed vacations foritsac-
ademic community who have
been working tirelessly without
any break,” read a post on the of-
ficial Facebook page of [NU.

A notification by Manoj
Kumar Manuj, Deputy Registrar
(Evaluation), said, “The Academic
Councilinits 160th meeting held
onJune 21.. hasapproved the rec-
ommendation of the Committee
on the Academic Calendar and
other related issues to provide
break/vacation for faculty mem-
bers with effect from June 27 to
July 8 without any extension of
the current semesters.”

“Deans/Chairpersons  of
Schools/Special Centres will en-
sure timely completion of teach-
ing by arranging extra classes
wherever necessary,” he said.

Meanwhile, the JNU Teachers’
Association raised concerns re-
garding leave applications of fac-
ulty,and the manner in which the
newly constituted Leave
Committee was functioning, ENS

2 particularly in the area under the
= DJB’s New Delhi Municipal Council.
= pu sh Thelarge gardeqs inNDMCarea
= have decentralised STPs that
w ® supply water to them. The STPs

The DJB will soon supply have a combined capacity of 27

treated water to farm-
houses. “We've received
consent froma few RWAs,
we are working on provid-
ing a network to supply
water. Farmhouses in
Chattarpur, Kapashera,
and Bakkarwala will be

lakh litres per day, as per an offi-
cial in NDMC's horticulture de-
partment. “Treated water cur-
rently being used is far below our
original requirement of approx-
imately 8 MGD for green areas.
Of this, STPs supply around 0.5
MGD. We sometimes manage

connected to the network with tankers, but that does not
and are likely to consume suffice. The cost is high to bring
around 20 MGD of water,” the network from the DJB’s STPs

to these areas for reuse of treated
water,” the official added.

A DPCC report from May
states that samples of treated

said a DJB official. Efforts
are also on to release
treated water into lakes,
another official said.

water collected from 16 out of 26

sort is likely to be high, he said. waste water treatment units of

L-G advises MCD to bring
all properties under tax net

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

DELHI L-G Vinai Kumar Saxena
has advised that all properties
within the city limits - commer-
cial as well as residential - be
brought under the tax net so that
the MCD’s income increases and
it is able to provide better serv-
ices, said the civicbody ina press
statement.

Expressing concern over the
fact that properties, commercial
establishments as well as people
in as much as 65% of the geo-
graphical area of Delhi did not
pay any property tax, Saxena
said it was an unfortunate, un-
fair, and unviable situation.
These are mostly unauthorised
colonies and village areas.

“Since the entire city,and not

TAKES AIM AT AMIT SHAH

AAP MLAs getting extortion
calls from goons: Sanjay Singh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

AAM AADMI Party MLAs are re-
ceiving “threats over calls and
messages”, said the party's Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh Saturday
and hit out at the union govern-
ment and Home Minister Amit
Shah. The party in a statement
also said law and order in Delhi
has turned into a "joke" and
claimed the situation is “dwin-
dling”.

Singhsaid: "Some elected leg-
islators of the AAP have received
threats over the phone from the
mafia and extortion calls have
been made to them, and they
have alsobeen threatened of dire
consequences. This has not hap-

AAP MP Sanjay Singh

pened just once or twice; they
have received 24 such calls from
these goons. The threats have not
only been directed at them but
their families as well. Some legis-
lators have been asked for Rs 5
lakhand some Rs 10lakh by these
extortionists.”

Singh said that MLAs Sanjeev

Jha and Ajay Dutt have received
such calls. Jha, the MLA from
Burari, said he has been receiv-
ing audio recordings, phone calls
and messages demanding "pro-
tection money". “Although on
June 21, we filed a complaint
with the Special Cell and we also
received a copy of the FIR with
cases registered under IPC sec-
tions 387 and 66C, we have not
received any information saying
that a detailed investigation into
the matter has begun," he said.
Sanjay Singh said, "I would
like to inform Amit Shah that if
he dislikes the legislators of AAP
somuchandif he cannot handle
the law and order situation in the
national capital, he might as well
line up all of our MLAs one after
another and shoot them. If this

is the kind of lawlessness in
Delhi, where three-time elected
MLAs are receiving such threats,
thenimagine what would be the
situation of residents of the city."

Delhi Police spokesperson
Suman Nalwa said, “On the com-
plaint of MLA Sanjeev Jha on ex-
tortion by a caller using aninter-
national number, an FIR under
applicable sections of extortion
and IT Act was registered on June
21 at Special Cell police station.
On Saturday, a similar complaint
was received from Ajay Dutt,
Ambedkar Nagar MLA, who al-
legedly received extortion threat
from the same international num-
ber. Another case under same sec-
tions was registered. Investigation
is on to identify and trace the
culprits.”

just 35% residents of 11 lakh
houses living in authorised or
regularised colonies, were avail-
ing of amenities and services of-
fered by the Municipal
Corporation, it would only be fair
and justified that all pay prop-
erty tax at differential rates as
per their respective self-assessed
financial status. For this purpose,
he instructed officials to simplify
the forms for property tax regis-
tration and ensure its Aadhaar
linkage,” said the MCD.

The L-G had asked officials to
take people and RWAs on board
and address their concerns.
“Such a partnership with the
people, he said, will not only fa-
cilitate honest self-assessment
on part of the assessees but also
increase tax collectionand... en-
sure better services...,” said a

senior official of the MCD.

Demand for treated water for
horticultural purposes is high

DJB did not meet standards for
disposal into water or land.
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HAJ COMMITTEE OF INDIA‘

- (Statutory Body Constituted under the Act of Parliament
No. 35 of 2002) Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India.

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDUSTRIES

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
UDYOG SADAN, PLOT NO. 419, F.L.E., PATPARGANJ INDUSTRIAL AREA, DELHI-110092

ADMISSION NOTICE

First Year / Second year (under Lateral Entry System) of Three Years Diploma in Handloom

and Textile Technology (DHTT) Course 2022-23 Session

Eligibility:

(DHTT)

Jodhpur, as per guidelines.

Applications on prescribed format are invited only from bonafide residents of National Capital Territory of Delhi
(no application from any other State will be considered) for admission to the aforementioned course commencing
from 26th September/ 12th September, 2022 at Indian Institute of Handloom Technology (IIHT), Jodhpur.

(i) Educational Qualification: (a) To be eligible for admission to first year of Diploma Course in Handlooms &
Textile Technology, the candidate should have passed 10th standard/ SSC examination. Obtained at least
35% marks in the qualifying examination with English as a subject of study.

(b) Direct Second year admissin (under Lateral Entry System) of Diploma in Handloom & Textile Technology

- the candidate should have passed 10+2 examination with Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry; OR
Should have passed 10+2 examination in vocational stream of any textile discipline*; OR 10th Pass + 2 Years
of ITl, shall be eligible for admission to Second Year Diploma Course*

Note: 1. *The candidate will undergo bridge courses for Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry, offered by IIHT

2. In case of the Board having system of grading in 10th / 12th Examination, the candidate must endorse the proof
of details of marks with their application form to enable the selection committee to prepare merit list which is
prepared on the basis of marks secured.

(i) Age Limit: The age limit for admission to first year of Diploma Course in Handlooms & Textile Technology for

all the categories except SC/ST should be between 15-23 years and for SC/ST candidates it should be

between 15-25 years as on 01-July of 2022.
(iii) Seats : Total Number of Seats for admission to 1st year of DHTT from Delhi State are 9 (nine).
Admission to lind Year Directly under LE System- 06 (Six) seats* (Including one seat for EWS candidate

vacant from first year)

(iv,

*Note As per the guidelines, maximum of 10% of approved intake plus the unfilled vacancies from the previous
year/first year can be filled under LE system and it is subject to approval of the competent authority.
Reservation: The Reservation Policy for SC/ST/OBC as per existing policy of Govt. of NCT of Delhi will be
followed. In addition minimum 20% of the total seats allotted to the States are reserved for candidates
belonging to Weavers community. Shortfall, if any, will be met out from the candidates other than Weavers
community. 1 Seats have been reserved for Economically Weaker Section (EWS).
(v) Last Date for submission of Application Forms: 15th July, 2022 up to 6.00 pm for Ist year and 25th July,
2022 upto 6.00 pm for Second Year under Lateral Entry System.
Application form and other details regarding total no. of seats, State reservation, availability and submission of

___ IRCON IN'I;ERNATIONAL LIMITED

of India Undertaking
Website:www.ircon.org CIN-L45203DL1976G01008171

e-Procurement Notice (National Competitive Bidding)

e-Tender No: IRCON/B-1200026/WPO-SER/BNDM/e-Tender/Pkg-Civil Dated: 26.06.2022
e-Open Tender in Two packet system for and on behalf of IRCON International Limited
is invited from eligible bidders for following work:

Name of work - “Construction of Flooring, Embedded Track of PEB Sheds and other
Service Buildings, Water Supply System, Drainage System, Road Works, Earth Work,
Extension of RCC Box Bridge etc. in connection with Detachment Free Rake
Examination Facilities at Exchange Yard of Bondamunda, South Eastern Railway
(Odisha)” having estimated cost (incl all taxes) of Rs. 1703.79 Lakh

V7.4

End Date & Time of e-Bid submission [ 16.07.2022 at 15:00 Hrs.

For further details, visit website: https://etenders.gov.in/feprocure/app.
Corrigendum, if any, would be hosted only on the website. General Manager /Civil

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LTD., 121/C, B, Ashok Nagar, Ranchi, Jharkhand - 834002

RESIDENTIAL COACHING INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES

Haj House, 7-A, M.R.A. Marg (Palton Road), Mumbai — 400 001.
Phone: 022-22107070, Email : hajiascgc@gmail.com

Admission Notice for the Year 2022-23

The Haj Committee of India, Haj House, Mumbai, provides
free Residential Coaching for the aspirants of the Civil
Services Examination, conducted by Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC). All the Indian Muslim Graduates are
eligible to seek admission for the above Residential Coaching.
The admission will be done on the basis of a written test
followed by essay writing test and interview. The applications
have already been called for through our detailed admission
Notice uploaded on www.hajcommittee.gov.in and
www.hajcommittee.com

As the portal is open at present, the interested candidates may
fill-up their forms online through the above website till
30.06.2022. sdl

A

(Mohd Yakoob Shekha)
Chief Executive Officer

O SBI

STATE BANK OF INDIA

MAIN BRANCH MADHUBANI
Red Cross Building, Near Khadi Bhandar, Madhubani - 847211 -, Bihar

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower and Guarantor that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of State Bank Of India, the
Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is Where is", "As is What is" and "Whatever there is" on 01.08.2022 for recovery of ¥ 14,72,571.00
(Rupees Fourteen Lac seventy two thousand five hundred seventy one Only) as on 13.06.2018 with further interest, cost, charges, other
miscellaneous expenses etc, less deposit / recovery made thereafter, if any, due to the secured creditor from Borrower Smt. Amla Devi W/o
Janardan Prasad Yadav & Co-borrower, Janardan Prasad Yadav S/o Ramprit Yadav.

Sl.

No. Description of the property

Reserve Price
EMD Amount
Bid Increment Amt

All that part and parcel of the land/building in the name of Smt. Amla Devi W/o Janardan Prasad Yadav vide Sale
1. | deed No- 3921 dated 13/05/2010 located at Mouza- Madhubani Saraipratapganj(Maharajganj), Out of Town
Pargana- Hati, Thana- Madhubani, Thana No- 32, Registration sub-District- Madhubani, Distt- Madhubani, Bihar,
Khata No- 12(old)/26(New), Khesra No- 63(old)/91(New), Area- 14 Dhur (3.052 Decimal).

Boundaries:-North - Nirmala Devi, South -Asha Ram Thakur, East - Road, West - Shri Narayan Thakur.

¥19,32,000.00

¥1,93,200.00

%10,000.00

e-Auction Terms And Condition

1. Date of e-auction: 01.08.2022, Time: 180 Minutes from 12:00 Noon to 03:00 P.M. with unlimited extension of 10 Minutes each.

2. Website/podal for e-auction - https://mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp.

3. The General Terms 8 Conditions are available on - https://sbi.co.inhveb/sbi-in-the-news/auction-notices/sarfaesi-and-others.
This publication is also a 30 days notice to all the borrower/guarantors require under Rule 8(6) of Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002.
NB: 30 days Sale Notice to Borrower/Guarantors has already been sent by Regd. Post at their last known address. In case they do not
receive the said notice, this E-auction Sale Notice may be treated as substituted mode of service.

Date : 21.06.2022
Place : Madhubani

Authorised Officer
State Bank of India, Madhubani

application forms, documents to be attached, stipend etc. are available on the Department’'s website
(http://industries.delhi.gov.in) or can be obtained from the Office of Commissioner of Industries, Udyog
Sadan, 419, 4th Floor, Patparganj Industrial Area, Delhi-110092 on all working days between 10.00 a.m. to
6.00 p.m. up to 15th July, 2022 up to 6.00 pm for Ist year and 25th July, 2022 upto 6.00 pm for Second Year
under Lateral Entry System and the duly filled in form should be submitted at the above office address.

Note : Forms sent directly to IIHT, Jodhpur will not be considered for admission process.

Sd/-
(HARPAL SINGH)

DIP/Shabdarth/0146/22-23 SECTION OFFICER (H/ H)

icmz
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National Public Health
Entomology [NPHE] Programme

A Two-year Post-Graduate Course
M.Sc. Public Health Entomology

(Affiliated to Pondicherry University)
Admissions for 2022-24 Batch

Offered by

The following Five ICMR Institutes:
1. ICMR-VCRC, Puducherry, 2. ICMR-NIRTH, Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, 3. ICMR-RMRCNE, Dibrugarh, Assam, 4. ICMR-RMRCGKP,
Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh & 5. ICMR-RMRIMS, Patna, Bihar.

Last date for submission of applications
Open General [Category-I]: 18th July, 2022
In-service [Category — II] : 22nd July, 2022

All candidates selected under Category | & l1A are eligible for
Scholarship.

For application and other details, please visit :

https://vcrc.icmr.org.in Director
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Fashion blogger pushed off building
with hands & legs tied, husband held

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

A GHAZIABAD-BASED fashion
blogger died after being pushed
off a building in Agra, allegedly
by her husband and his family,
police said, adding that the ac-
cused also tied her hands and
legs before throwing her off.

Police identified the victim
as 30-year-old Ritika Singh and
said they have arrested her hus-
band Aakash Gautam and two
others.

Police said Gautam was an-
gry over the woman staying
with a friend at an apartment
in Agra, and an argument be-
tween the two ended in the fa-
tal incident.

“We received information
that a woman died after falling
off the fourth floor of a building
in the Nagla Mewati area.
During the investigation, it was
found that she had been staying
with afriend at the flat. Her hus-
band came with his family
members on Friday and an ar-
gument broke out, and she was
eventually pushed off the build-
ing,” said Sudhir Kumar Singh,
SSP Agra.

The woman had been living
there for the last one and a half
years, police said.

Ritika had a BSc degree and
had pursued a course in social
media and blogging, her family
said. She began a fashion,

—— BRIEFLY —

Constable
found hanging

New Delhi: A 34-year-old
constable was found hang-
ing inside a barrack at
Mandir Marg police station
Friday. DCP (New Delhi)
Amrutha Guguloth said,
“Legal proceedings under
CrPCSection 174 have been
initiated. He had been un-
der treatment for depres-
sion for the past three
months... A suicide note at
the spot.. hasbeen seized...”

Ruckus outside
liquor shop, 10
women held

New Delhi: Ten women
were arrested after a quar-
rel between women secu-
rity staff of a liquor shop in
Tigriand a group protesting
its opening turned violent
on June 23. Some police-
men sustained injuries.
“Staff tried to pacify them
but both parties became
aggressive... The situation
was controlled; 10accused
were arrested,” said DCP
(South) Benita Mary Jaiker.

3 detainedin
Jahangirpuri
New Delhi: Police Friday de-
tained three men for al-
legedly creatingaruckus at
Jahangirpuri. Police said on
June 24 around 9 pm, a call
was received that some
boys were roaming about
in K block and damaging
vehicles. “No one was in-
jured... there was no com-
munal angle. Preventive ac-
tion against three people
was taken by arresting
them under section 107/
151 of CrPC. Others being
minors were counselled,”
said a police officer. ENS

B

Ritika Singh’s family alleged
that a few years into the
marriage, she started being
physically abused

lifestyle, and travel blogging so-
cial media account two years
ago and had amassed more
than 44,000 followers on
Instagram.

She met Aakash in 2014 and
the two got married. Her family
alleged that he would live off her
earnings as he did not have any
fixed source of income.

“It was very clear that she
would provide money for the
family. She worked as a teacher
inaschool and maintained a so-
cial media profile on the side.
Aakash’s entire family would
pressure her,” alleged Utkarsh
Singh, her brother.

Her family alleged thata few
years into the marriage, she
started being physically abused,

and in one instance, was burnt
with a hotiron.

“She told us that Aakash’s
family was abusive. They would
beat her up and threaten her
with dire consequences,” alleged
Utkarsh.

Tired of the abuse, she shifted
from Firozabad and began living
with her friend, whom she had
met on Facebook, in a rented
apartment.

Meanwhile, Aakash’s family
kept pressuring her to return,
said her family.

On Friday, Aakash and four
other persons, including two
women, went to the woman'’s
colony. To gain entry, they told a
different house number to the
guard at the society’s entrance.
Once they reached her house,
there was an argument between
the woman’s friend and Aakash,
which escalated. Her friend was
tied up and locked up in the
bathroom, said police. The ac-
cused then allegedly tied Ritika’s
hands and legs and threw her off
the balcony.

Locals in the colony were
shocked to see Ritika’s body tied
up and bleeding on the ground.
Her friend tried to scream and
alert the neighbors from the
bathroom window, said police.

Police said two persons are
absconding.

“It is a brutal murder meant
to send a signal. There has to be
justice for her,” said Ritika’s
brother.

Woman shot at by
stalker, an ex-classmate

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JUNE 25

A 19-YEAR-OLD woman was al-
legedly shot at by her former
schoolmate, who she said had
been stalking her for some time,
in IMT Manesar on Saturday
morning. Police said the woman
suffered a bullet wound and is
recovering at a private hospital,
where her condition is stable.

Police said the incident took
place around 8.50 am when the
woman was on her way to work.

In her complaint, the woman,
who hails from Ghaziabad, said
she staysina PG accommodation
in Baskushla, IMT Manesar, and
has been working in a private
company in Sector 8. “lwas walk-
ingto officewhenaman, whowas
my classmateinclass X, arrived on
a motorcycle and accosted me. I
refused to talk to him, but he kept
forcing me to have a conversation
with him. When I walked away,
he pulled out a gun and put it
against my neck. He then shot me
inthe back of the head. The bullet
hit me slightly above the neck area
and I fell unconscious,” the FIR
quotes her as saying.

She said the accused was in-
fatuated with her, but she had

turned down his advances sev-
eral times. “I repeatedly told him
I did not love him and he should
stop following and stalking me.
We had several fights on this is-
sue in the past,” she told police.

Police said they received in-
formation about the shooting
from the PCR, following whicha
team from IMT Manesar police
station rushed to the spot.

Subhash, SHO, IMT Manesar
police station, said, “The woman
was rushed to a private hospital,
where her condition is stable.
According to her statement, the
accused studied with her when
she was in school in Ghaziabad
and he had been stalking her for
some time. When she refused to
talk to him, he shotat her. The ac-
cused had arrived on a motorcy-
cle, but after shooting at her, he
could not start the ignition in the
commotion. He aimed a gun at
some people who had gathered
and snatched a motorcycle and
fled on that. Our teams are work-
ing to arrest him.”

AnFIR was registered against
the accused under IPC Section
307 (attempt to murder) and rel-
evant sections of The Arms Act,
said police. Police said a separate
FIR of snatching the motorcycle
has also beenlodged against him.

Many takers for Delhi govt’s free tests
scheme, numbers double in five years

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI,JUNE 25

THE DELHI government’s scheme
to provide free radiological and
other high-end tests at private
centres has soared in popularity,
with the number of people avail-
ing of the benefits doubling over
thelast five years. There were 1.04
lakh people who got tests such as
MRI and PET scan under the
schemein 2021, according todata
shared by the Delhi government
inresponse to an RTI application
filed by The Indian Express.

This is an increase from just
over 56,700 persons availing of
the scheme in 2020 and over
78,800 in 2019 before the pan-
demic. As many as 61,638 availed
of itin 2018. Over 52,000 people
had availed benefits of the
scheme in 2017 itself when it was
launched, as per the data. The
government has empanelled 23
private diagnostic centres across
the city where patients canget 13
specialised tests for free.

“There are mainly two rea-
sons for the increase. One, there
is an increased awareness about
the scheme. More and more pa-
tients coming to the hospital
know about the scheme and de-
mand the referrals when they
need a scan. Two, we have seen
an increase in the number of pa-
tients coming to Delhi govern-
ment hospitals since the govern-
ment ensured all services were
available for free. Patients who
would have gone to say
Safdarjung or RMLcome to us be-
cause they know they can get
even expensive scans for free,”
said a senior administrator from
Lok Nayak, Delhi government’s
biggest hospital. Newly opened
hospitals such as the one in Burari
depend on the scheme for all ra-
diological diagnostics as they are
yetto setup systems themselves.

The government spentRs 15.9
crore on the scheme in 2021, av-

THE DATA

People who

People who | People who
availed of free | availed of

availed of

2017 52,164 1,508 N/A

2018 61,638 2,263 1,540

2019 78,867 2,248 4419

2020 56,758 1,459 6,131

2021 1,04,186 2,150 5,456
eragingaboutRs  YOUR RIGHT  ofgoingfromone
1,529 per patient. official toanother
When the scheme TO KNOW to get the paper-
was lqunched in ANEXPRESSRrTI = Work ir_1 place.So,
2017, it spent Rs APPLICATION we decided to get
11.07 crore averag- - it from outside
ing about Rs 2,123 centres.”

per patient, as per RTI data.

Low reimbursements offered
and long wait times might be af-
fecting the scheme’s further ex-
pansion. “The government reim-
burses for testsat CGHS rates that
are very low and haven’t been re-
vised in years. With the schemes
covering more people, hospitals
and testing centres are naturally
reluctant to take these patients.
Most centres have a fixed day for
those coming in under the Delhi
Arogya Kosh scheme as they need
payment from other patients to
keep the centres afloat. This may
lead to longer wait periods for
DAK patients,” said the owner of
alabthat’s part of the scheme, on
condition of anonymity.

The information and referral
for the schemeisalsonotas read-
ily available at hospitals. The
brother-in-law of a woman un-
dergoing treatment to prevent a
miscarriage at Lok Nayak Hospital
said, “She needs a scan every
month that costs about Rs 5,000
to Rs 6,000; initially we weren’t
even aware of the government
scheme. Then, another patient
told us about it, but we got tired

Gurgaon gets 3 new cyber stations

SAMARJAIN
GURGAON, JUNE 25

THE HARYANA home depart-
ment has sanctioned 21 new cy-
ber police stations across the
state, of which three have been
set up in Gurgaon to handle a
surge in cyber crime cases.

The three stations — one each
inSouth, Manesar and West zones
— began functioning Friday, said
police officers. Prior to this,
Gurgaon had one cyber crime po-
lice stationin Sector43, which has

now been assigned for East zone.

Earlier this year, Haryana
Home Minister Anil Vij had said
every police district should have
at least one cyber police station
todeal with rising cyber crimes.

Indiwar, ACP cyber, said all
three new cyber police stations
have started registration of com-
plaints with a ‘soft launch’ Friday:
“There’s been a surge in cyber
crime complaints after the pan-
demic. The new stations will help
probe cyber crimes in the city. So
far this year, we have received
over 5,000 complaints related to

cyber crime and over 40 FIRs have
been registered. The new stations
will run awareness campaigns
and sessions for people.”
Gurgaon Police spokesperson
Subhash Boken said, “The cyber
police station for the western zone
has been set up on the premises
of Palam Vihar police station, the
one for Manesar zone will oper-
ate from IMT Sector 7 police sta-
tion while the cyber police station
for south zone has been set up at
sector 65 police station.”
(The writer is an intern
with The Indian Express)

As for the scheme to provide
free surgeries and procedures at
56 private facilities, the number of
beneficiariesincreased in2021 as
compared to the year before, but
is yet to reach pre-pandemic lev-
els. There were 2,150 persons who
received free surgeries under the
scheme in 2021 as compared to
1,459 in 2020. Before the pan-
demic, 2,248 persons had availed
of the benefits of the scheme in
2019 and 2,263 in 2018. There
were 1,508 takers for the scheme
in2017 whenitwaslaunched. The
scheme initially covered only 52
procedures, which was later in-
creased to 1,000in 2019.

The scheme is largely driven
by secondary care hospitals in
Delhi, say hospital administrators.

“We are a teaching hospital, so
we prefer to do as many surger-
ies as we can within the hospital
itself. Infact, we refer only a hand-
ful of cases each month. These are
usually common surgeries with
along waiting time; we want our
students to learn from compli-
cated cases. It is the smaller hos-
pitals that refer patients for the
surgery scheme,” said the admin-

istrator from Lok Nayak hospital.

A doctor from GTB Hospital
agreed: “There wasanincrease in
pendency in some departments
last year when services were
halted for Covid, but now we are
hardly referring any cases under
the scheme. We want our stu-
dents to perform the maximum
number of surgeries.”

The administrator and doctor
from both hospitals said there
were fewer beneficiaries in 2020
duetothelockdown and suspen-
sion of routine services for months
meant hardly any patients came
to hospitals for referrals.

The government spent Rs
5.77 crore on the free surgery
scheme in 2021, averaging Rs
26,841 per patient. When the
scheme began in 2017, the gov-
ernmentspentRs 3.3 crore, aver-
aging Rs 22,154 per patient.

Surprisingly, the government’s
Farishtey scheme for the treat-
ment of accident, fire,and acid at-
tackvictims saw anincreasein the
number of beneficiaries in 2020,
when the lockdown had resulted
in fewer road traffic accidents.
There were 6,131 beneficiaries in
2020, which dropped to 5,456 in
2021.When the scheme beganin
2018, there were only 1,540 ben-
eficiaries, as per RTI data.

Even as the number of bene-
ficiaries increased under the
scheme, the cost per patient re-
duced drastically, as per data. The
cost per patient stood atRs 17,811
in 2018, which increased to Rs
21,264in2019.Thisdropped toRs
15,/454in2020and further down
toRs 10,915in 2021.

The scheme mandatesall hos-
pitalsin Delhi provide emergency
treatment — including surgeries,
skin grafting — to road, fire, and
acid attack victims with the Delhi
government bearing the cost. It
was brought in to incentivise pri-
vate hospitals from referring un-
known patients or patients with-
out health cover to government
ones that might be farther away.

How DDA offered housing to
Delhi’s aspiring middle-class,

set examp
e o

ADRIJAROYCHOWDHURY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25
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IN THE mid-1970s when Reena
Ramachandran (81) was work-
ingin the Ministry of Science and
Technology in the government of
India, she came across an adver-
tisement brochure of the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
announcing its first self-financ-
ing group housing scheme in
Saket. The area was nothing
more than large swathes of agri-
cultural land at the time, and far
away from Sardar Patel Marg,
where she was living with her
husband, who worked for the
Railways department. But the
scheme, said Ramachandran,
wasagreat investment opportu-
nity for “people like her”.

“My husband and I were both
government employees with
limited means. It was difficult to
buy land and build a house of
your own in a city as expensive
as Delhi,” she explained. “The
DDA scheme was within our
reach to pay in installments and
we would not have to deal with
any builder. The DDA itself was
the builder.” The fact that the
house would be in a housing
colony with security and all
amenities were factors that in-
fluenced her decision.

The DDA had been function-
ing for two decades by then. It
was established in
1957 in the wake
of the Partition by
the central gov-
ernment to en-
sure the planned
expansion and
development of

rest of

In

At H Block, Saket. The DDA has built over 100 residential
colonies in Delhi which include Saket, Janakpuri,
Pitampura, Paschim Vihar. Adrija Roychowdhury

strong centre. Consequently, “the
DDA act of 1957, under which the
DDA was set up, makes the pub-
lic authority responsible for the
acquisition of land and develop-
ment of the city”.

Nehru's involvement in the
making of the first master plan
of Delhi (1962) under the DDA
was significant. It was on his in-
sistence that Albert Mayer of the
Ford Foundation was broughtin
to prepare the plan along with
the Town Planning Organisation.

Jagmohan, who became the
commissioner of the DDA in the
mid 1960s, was instrumental in
the execution of the master plan.
Pati in her paper wrote that
Jagmohan believed that with the
master plan, “the
DDA took upon it-
self the project of
building the ‘ninth
city’ of Delhi which
was twice the size of
all seven cities that
had come before”.

Delhi. The prede- I Apart from the city
cessorof the DDA, DELHI of Delhi, small
the Delhi towns and villages
Improvement REWIND surrounding it were
Trust (DIT), was o e to be developed as
established in Tracing the capital's the National Capital
1941 on the rec- post-independence Region (NCR).

ommendation of history Initially, the DDA

Arthur  Parke
Hume to manage urban conges-
tionin the city following the shift
of the capital from Calcutta to
Delhi. Less than a decade later,
the DIT was considered inade-
quate in its capacity to take care
of a capital that was expanding
both rapidly and haphazardly.

“Post-Independence, the first
residential colonies of Delhi were
built by the Ministry of
Rehabilitation and some private
developers in the 1950s. But de-
velopment taking place was of an
ad hoc nature and no one was re-
sponsible for providing road con-
nectivity, infrastructure services
like water, electricity and the like.
Very often, a house would be built
but the residents would have to
wait for five to ten years to get
electricity and water connec-
tions,” said A K Jain (74), who re-
tired as commissioner of plan-
ning from the DDA. “Jawaharlal
Nehru, being unhappy with the
situation, believed that the capi-
tal needed to set an example of
urban development.”

Political scientist Sushmita
Pati in a 2014 research paper
noted that Nehru’s idea of devel-
opment hinged on the idea of a

was provided Rs 5
crore with which it bought land
from the agricultural communi-
ties, beautified it and sold it ac-
cording toincome groups or com-
mercial agencies ata profit, which
they later used to buy land again.

“The plan aligned with
Nehru’s socialist ideologies and
prevented private players from
land speculation,” said Jain.

The first residential colony
developed by the body was the
Safdarjung Development Area.
In the ensuing decades, more
than 100 residential colonies
have been built by the DDA,
apart from the sub cities of
Dwarka, Rohini and Narela.
These include Pitampura,
Janakpuri, Paschim Vihar,among
others. Further, more than 40 re-
settlement colonies were built
for those dwelling in slums, a
majority of which were created
during Sanjay Gandhi’s city
beautification drive of the 1970s.

Jain, who joined the DDA as
associate planner at the age of 28
in the mid 1970s, said that one of
the reasons he wanted tobe a part
of the body was that the DDA had
the reputation across the world
asamodel development agency.

“About 50 cities in India had
later emulated the plan of the
DDA. These included Bhopal,
Bangalore, and Jaipur,” he said.
One of the biggest contribu-
tions made by the agency to the
city, explained Jain, was to make
available the opportunity of prop-
erty ownership at an affordable
cost tolarge numbers of migrants
and salaried employees. “I
remember my peon telling me
how people in his village in Bihar
would treat him with new respect
after they found out that he had
bought a flatin Delhi,” Jain said.

Some flaws

But the DDA’s plans were not
without their flaws. History en-
thusiast Sohail Hashmi explained
that one of the first things done
by the DDA was to place all
of Shahjahanabad under the
slum and J] department. “That is
the beginning of the decay of
Shahjahanabad because the mu-
nicipal authorities are not bound
to provide many civic amenities
in the slum and JJ areas,” he said.
“This was also when Shahjaha-
nabad came to be referred to as
the ‘walled city'. It created anidea
in the minds of Delhi people of it
being a place that was walled off
from the rest of the city.”

Other criticisms against the
body included the fact that its
housing schemes had not met
the goal of inclusive develop-
ment as promised; that it
only benefitted higher income
groups, leaving behind large
parts of Delhi’s population. A
2014 report by the Centre for
Policy Research noted that the
nature of DDA’s plans is such that
“the city’s poorest residents be-
come squatters as the DDA ac-
quires the land on which they
live, yet they have few affordable
housing options”.

The ways in which people
from slums were removed to re-
settlement colonies during the
Emergency is yet again seen as a
dark episode in the agency’s his-
tory. In recent years, the agency
has seen adrop in the number of
applications for their projects.

Jain believes the reason for
the lack of popularity is that the
DDA has been unable to keep up
with the times and meet the as-
pirations of a new India. “The
model that was adopted 50-60
years back has to be totally
changed. It has to build bigger
houses with better quality con-
struction and services,” he said.

Ensure no child is left behind: Sisodia to govt school heads

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister Manish
Sisodia Saturday held a meeting
with over 200 principals from
Delhi government schools “to set
the targets and strategy” for the
new academic session and asked
them to “set minimum bench-
marks in their school regarding
school infrastructure, cleanli-
ness, and school environment”.

He said it was the “responsi-
bility of the school heads to set

their own accountability for
their school and ensure nothing
in the school falls below the min-
imum benchmark set by them”.
“For this, the government will
provide all necessary facilities
and funds to schools. Also,
schools will be reviewed from
time to time by DoE officials to
check maintenance of schools,”
the Delhi government said in a
statement.

Sisodia said it was the re-
sponsibility of principals to en-
sure that “no student is left be-

hind”.
N n

Deputy CM Sisodia

“The aim of the Delhi gov-
ernment is to provide dignified
education spaces to all children

New Delhi

coming to Delhi government
schools, and not paying atten-
tion to the same will be an in-
justice to children who have
chosen our schools over others,”
he said.

The interaction between the
Deputy CM and principals was
mostly centered around aca-
demic priorities of government
schools, cleanliness and mainte-
nance of classrooms and schools
and upon developing a positive
classroom culture, the govern-
ment said.

Sisodia said schools were im-

plementing the Mindset
Curriculum well and results
were evident, but in the new ses-
sion principals will have to take
“complete responsibility of im-
plementing the curriculum in-
novatively and properly”.

On the Business Blasters
programme, he told principals
that while selecting ideas for
the next season, they should fo-
cus on the “unique concept of
the idea, its benefit to cus-
tomers, team strength, passion
and excitement and quality of
presentation”.
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Dr. C.D. Mayee
Arenowned agricultural scientist &
currently President, South Asia
Biotechnology Centre, New Delhi

GRICULTURE sector of India is vital

for national economy as half of the

population still is engaged in crop
agriculture and allied fields. Contrary to pop-
ular perception, India’s agriculture is a grand
success story. With 11% of total global agricul-
ture, India ranks second in the world in agricul-
ture production as the leading producer of
several commodities including food grains,
cotton, cane, horticultural crops, dairy, poultry,
aquaculture and spices. Agriculture produc-
tion in 2019 was valued at USD 459 billion
and the country’s global trade in agriculture
produce fetches more revenue that the ser-
vices or even manufacturing. Agricultural
GDP rose from USD 101 billion in 2001 to
USD 459 billion in recent years showing re-
markable growth and that too with substan-
tial reduction in the workforce in agriculture.
As the economy grew, the workforce en-
gaged in this sector sharply declined from
60% in 2000 to 41% now. Still the current
agricultural production has been ever in-
creasing touching new heights; food grains
303 MT horticulture 334 MT, cotton 37 mil-
lion bales of 170 kg each, milk 188 MT, fish, 13
MT, poultry 04 MT and 103 billion egg pro-
duction, have been all records. In fact, except
vegetable oils, India is not only self-sufficient
but now planning for surplus management
of agricultural produce. The real test of re-
silience of Indian agriculture is seen during
the Covid -19 pandemic and subsequent
lockdowns for nearly two years when all
other sectors experienced sethack, agricul-
ture is the only sector that showed buoyancy
registering a growth of more than 3% in GDP.

| 1
o

g

5
ol
&
Tl
=

=

FOOD SECURITY ALARMS

India’s population is likely to touch 1.7 bil-
lion by 2020. Thus, the growing population
poses a challenge to food and nutritional se-
curities when there is pressure on land due to
urbanization, improved standard of living,
changed food habits etc., generating great
demand for diversified agricultural com-
modities. These challenges are further exacer-
bated by declining soil health, low nutrient
content, occurrence of new biotic stresses
and frequent droughts and floods due to cli-
mate change. In recent years the unprece-
dented change in the climatic conditions has
posed a serious threat to crop, animal and
fish productivity. Climate change will impact
the lives of the people in India mainly due to
erratic rainfall and raised ambient tempera-
tures. The latest example of fall in the ex-
pected wheat output by nearly 8 MMT due to
terminal heat in March during grain filling
stage in North India this year has set alarm
bells in the corridors of power and the first
panic reaction was immediate ban on wheat
export. India’s performance on key malnutri-
tion indicators is also not satisfactory. To
meet these challenges, it is estimated that
the country must prepare for increasing land
productivity by 4 times, water productivity
by 3 times and labour output by 6 times. All
this has to be achieved with low carbon
emission technology, no ecological footprints
but simultaneously doubling the farmers in-
come, rather making the farming remuner-
ative to farmers which has emerged as a ma-
jor challenge of current production system.
Today's paradox is that on one hand the
country is planning for management of sur-
plus production, but on the other the farmers
are driven to poverty as they are unable get
sufficient returns of their produce.

OPTIONS TO SALVAGE THE SITUATION
Globally agriculture sciences are experiencing
series of innovations and development of
technologies that could mitigate the effects of
climate change, better the yields, reduce the
effects of salinity, drought, flooding and biotic
stresses etc. For example, the science of ge-
nomics has seen exploratory changes where
many crops are improved through genomics-

)NE OF THE INDIAN ECONO
India@75: Need farmer-friendly policies to boost agriculture

assisted breeding, transgenics, and now
through the CRYSPER-Cas 9 technology. Bt
cotton, the first transgenic crop has brought
the Indian cotton production at the top level
in the world. However, our policies were a
hinderance to promote the technology fur-
ther as in the last 20 years we have neither al-
lowed the commercialization of such prod-
ucts nor permitted free research in the area.
The genome editing technology is the latest
addition to the tool box of crop, animal im-
provement. The technology is being used to
overcome myriads of intractable problems
and could be a game changer in mitigating
the production challenges. In India, several
rules and guidelines and policies notified un-
der the Environment Protection Act,1986
have been in place. However, the implemen-

tation of those were politically stymied the
growth of genetically engineered crops. Re-
cent developments by Government to ease
the certain provisions of EPA Rules 1989 for
genome -editing products have been wel-
comed by scientific community as they feel
that it will pave way to create crop cultivars
tolerant to climate change, drought, salinity
and other biotic stresses.

Besides the seed technologies, refining
integrated crop management systems like
resource conservation, innovations in irriga-
tion application, sustainable intensification,
prevention of postharvest losses, new crop
protection techniques and modern commu-
nication tools including social media, ICT for
updating the farmers in rural areas are im-
portant for mitigating the challenges of fu-

EHAMBAL FERTILISERS
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ture agriculture. Use of drones in managing
the exodus of locust in India during the rainy
season 2020 have induced the planners to
permit the use of drones in agriculture for
crop protection, survey and nutrient man-
agement. A related development is mecha-
nization for precision of farm operations and
labour saving. Micro-irrigation, sensor tech-
nologies have potential to use optimum in-
puts of nutrients and water. Saving the har-
vested produce itself is addition to food
availability and hence harvesting technolo-
gies of fruits and vegetables, storage, logistic
and financing infrastructure should become
priorities in India.

EXPORT PUSH NEEDED

India has done remarkable job in enhanc-
ing the agricultural production in nearly
all the key areas. However, the current
challenges of doubling the farmer’s in-
come are still illusive. Of many excellent
suggestions the one of enhancing export
of agriculture produce is bound to benefit
farmers. There is global opportunity of
USD 284 billion of textile and another
USD 443 billion of clothing that's knocking
of our door. When it comes to textiles and
clothing, India’s export of USD 40 billion
lags far behind China’s USD299 billion. In-
dia is now behind Bangladesh and Viet-
nam in textiles exports. This is the story of
textile alone, consider all agri export what
are all the opportunities exists for export.
There is an urgent need to increase vol-
ume and value of agri-export facilitated
under the newly launched Agri Export Pol-
icy (AEP) 2018 targeting the doubling of
agri-export to US$ 60 billion by 2022. In
2021-22, India garnered additional US$
8.4 billion from agri-export to achieve ex-
port worth US$ 41.8 billion. Can India
spearhead export to US$ 60 billion by
2022-23, an arduous, but possible target
for Indian policy makers, farmers,
processers and exporters. Accomplishing
the set target of USD120 by 2030 would be

a testimony of India’s will and capability to
transform farm sector and harness true
export potential of agriculture, and con-
tribute significantly to the goals of dou-
bling farmers income and Atmanirbhar
agriculture.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND
POLICY ISSUES

Research and development in India after
independence has helped risen the per
capita production and has gone a long way
easing the pressure on meeting the food
and nutritional requirement. The impres-
sive contributions made by agricultural sci-
entists in the past has been acknowledged
time and again. Unfortunately, the system is
under stress with lack of clarity on focus
and financial resources. Our past experi-
ence should be enough for us to keep faith
in our R&D systems. The internal rate of re-
turn on investment in agricultural research
is estimated to more than 42%, which is
much higher than any other sector. The gap
in financial commitments made in the be-
ginning of the plan and now annually is
widening and hence restricting for taking
the research programmes to logical con-
clusions. The Government of India need to
make farmers-friendly policy and legal
changes to ease the farming business. If
the impending challenges before increas-
ing productivity and profitability are to be
mitigated, then suitable marketing re-
forms, policies of input management, risk
management, extension service changes
need to be properly placed. The agriculture
policies must accelerate all-round develop-
ment and economic viability in comprehen-
sive terms.

India @75 has done remarkably well in
enhancing production in nearly all key area
of agriculture to keep hunger at bay. Not
only as a food secure nation but a reliable
partner in agri-commodity export, India
has earned a status in world agriculture.
Current challenges, however, calls for com-
prehensive review of policies and R&D in-
vestments for meeting the expectations of
farmers so that by India @100 we are the
most proud nation.
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PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE
GLORIOUS JOURNEY OF THE
AGRICULTURAL NATION.

Since independence, India has stood tall as an agricultural economy. Ushering prosperity for
farmers and the agriculture industry. At Chambal, we are immensely proud to be a part of this
glorious saga. On the momentous occasion of 75 glorious years of Indian independence, we

pay an ode to our farmer community and all the minds that made this journey wonderful.
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25 SFI activists
arrested over
attack on Rahul’s
Wayanad office

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE25

THE KERALA Police on Saturday
arrested 25 activists of the SFI,
the students’ wing of the ruling
CPI(M), in connection with the
vandalisation of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s MP office in
Wayanad on Friday.

On Friday, more than 100 SFI
workers marched to Rahul’s of-
fice in Kalpetta, headquarters of
Wayanad district, demanding
that he intervene to allay the
anxiety of people in his con-
stituency in the wake of arecent
Supreme Court directive that
made it mandatory for every
protected forest tract and
wildlife sanctuary to have an
eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) of one
kilometre from its boundaries.

The attack on Rahul’s office
sparked widespread protests
from the Congress in all districts
in Kerala, with party workers
blocking highways, clashing with
police and CPI(M) workers, and
destroying CPI(M) campaign ma-
terial. On Saturday, too, the
Congress took to the streets in
many places, clashed with police.

Opposition leader V D
Satheesan of the Congress al-
leged that the CPI(M) had joined
hands with the BJP to target
Rahul. “Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan wants to please Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
Sangh Parivar. Modi wants to
chase away Rahul Gandhi from
Wayanad and this task has been
taken over by Vijayan. The attack
was staged with the connivance
of the CPI(M),” he said.

Hours after the Opposition
alleged that Kerala Health
Minister Veena George’s per-
sonal staff member was involved
inthe attack, the government is-
sued an order removing K R
Avishith as office attendant to
the minister. Avishith, an SFI
leader from Wayanad, was al-
legedly involved in the office at-
tack on Friday.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

RSS works with
scientific vision
in country’s
interest: Yogi

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday said the RSS has a sci-
entific thought process and it is
with this “vision that it is work-
ing in the country’s interest”.

He also hailed the ‘Vikram
Samvat’ calendar, claiming it is
backed by science.

Addressing the inaugural
function of the fifth national con-
vention of Vigyan Bharti here,
Adityanath said, “The Indian ‘dr-
ishti’ (vision) believes that a new
knowledge is science. The Vigyan
Bharti has the patronage of the
RSS. The vision and thought
process of RSS is scientific and it
is with this vision that it is work-
ing in the interest of the nation.”

He said RSS’s founder, K B
Hegdewar, was a scientist; former
RSS chief M S Golwalkar was also
a scientist; and many other RSS
chiefs, too, had a scientific point of
view. “The Indian ‘drishti’ says
nothing canbe destroyed butitcan
change form. This is the scientific
pointofview,” Adityanath said. PTI

POLITICAL CRISIS INMAHARASHTRA

Looking to attract Sena cadre, rebels
soften stand on Uddhav, target Pawar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

IN A bid to not antagonise the
party cadre and continuing with
their claim that they are still a
part of Shiv Sena, rebels led by
Eknath Shinde on Saturday ap-
peared to softened their stance
against Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and instead directed
their attack against ally NCP.

This comes amid the Shinde
group also starting to mobilise
supporters across state to show
its mass base.

While MLA Deepak Kesarkar,
apartofthe rebel group, alleged
that NCP was out to finish Shiv
Sena, the faction evoked the late
Balasaheb Thackeray to gain

greater foothold and acceptance
within Sainiks by naming itself
‘Shiv Sena Balasaheb’.

Speaking to the media,
Kesarkar said, “We are
Balasaheb’s Shiv  Sainiks.
Therefore, we will not speak
against Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray. The NCPis out to fin-
ish Shiv Sena. How could any
Sena MLA tolerate such a thing?
They came to power because of
Shiv Sena and now is plotting to
finish our party.”

Maintaining that while Sena
was the biggest political party in
Maha Vikas Aghadi, yet, “there
was discrimination against its
elected members whenitcameto
allocation of funds”, he claimed.

“The NCP was generously al-
locating funds to its own party

At Yuva Sena rally,
Aaditya says dirt
of the party is gone

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

CALLING THE rebel MLAs traitors,
Yuva Sena president and Minister
Aaditya Thackeray on Saturday
described the Eknath Shinde fac-
tion as the “dirt” of Shiv Sena.

“The MLAs who have revolted,
they were never ours... the dirt of
the party is gone, now, whatever
has to happen will happen for
good..,” Thackeray said at a party
workers’ rally organised in south
Mumbai by the Yuva Sena, Shiv
Sena's youth wing.

“This (revolt) is not happen-
ing because of the Opposition
party (BJP) but our own people
have betrayed us...,” he added.

The rally is part of a series of
such meetings to be organised
by the Yuva Sena at every party
division in Mumbai to keep the
cadre intact in the backdrop of
Shinde's rebellion and the up-
coming civic polls. On Saturday,
two such rallies were organised.
Aaditya will address another
rally at Chandivali on Sunday.

In his speech, Aaditya tried to
assure the cadre that Shiv Sena
was still intact and new candi-
dates, especially youth and
women, would get an opportu-

Aaditya Thackeray

nity in the upcoming elections.
He also said that “two floor
tests” will be held in the near fu-
ture. “There will be two floor tests,
one inside the House (state
Assembly) and one outside (on
the roads)... Floor test is going to
happen for sure. The day of the
floor test, they (rebels) will have
to land first at the airport and re-
member that the way to Vidhan
Bhavan goes via Bandra, Worli,
Parel and Byculla,” Thackeray said
indicating that the MLAs will have
toface Shiv Sainiks ontheirarrival.
Hitting out at the Union gov-
ernment, he said, "They may be
deploying Army, CRPF and para-
military here (when the rebel
MLAs are brought to Mumbai)
but the Centre will have to an-
swer to the state as well as the
country whether whatever is
happening is democratic."

members. Concerns voiced by
Sena ministers went unheeded.”

Kesarkar added, “From the
very beginning, we have been
telling Uddhav Thackeray that
Shiv Sena should have analliance
with BJP. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has special affection for
Matoshree and Balasaheb.”

“During the BJP-led govern-
ment, whenever we had any
problems, we would inform
Uddhaviji. He would take up our
issues with then chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis.
Unfortunately, these things are
not happening in the Maha Vikas
Aghadiregime.”

Asserting that rebels were
still in Shiv Sena, Kesarkar said
that those camping in Guwahati
had neither left the party nor

Balasaheb Thackeray's ideology.
“We are not taking away the
original party’s title. We have just
decided to address our group by
the name ‘Shiv Sena Balasaheb’,”
he added.

“We have a two-thirds ma-
jority of 55 MLAs. The Shiv Sena
is left with just 16-17 MLAs. We
are entitled to be recognised as
a separate group. So, there is no
question of merger with any
party,” he further said.

Rebel MLA Tanaji Sawant
added, “The NCP was deliber-
ately promoting its own candi-
datesin Sena's constituencies by
allocating more funds.”

Minister and rebel Gulabrao
Patil claimed that of the total
state budget of Rs 5.48 lakh
crore, NCP got 57 per cent of the

funds, Congress 26 per cent and
Sena only 16 per cent.

Meanwhile, as Sainiks at-
tacked the office of rebel Tanaji
Sawant and warned that all
rebels would be treated simi-
larly, the Shinde camp indicated
it would also take to streets to
counter the protests if necessary.

At Thane, MP Shrikant
Shinde, son of Eknath Shinde,
addressed supporters at a street
corner meeting. “We have re-
ceived strict instructions from
Eknath Shinde not to protest or
attack anybody. But if Sainiks
don't behave, we will be forced
to give a befitting reply.”

At the meeting, huge posters
of Bal Thackeray and Thane's
fiery leader, late Anand Dighe,
were seen.

Shiv Sena workers ransack the office of rebel MLA Tanaji Sawant, in Pune Saturday. Pavan Khengre

Violence reported amid protests
across Maharashtra against rebels

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

ATLEAST 10incidents of violence
by Shiv Sena workers against
rebel MLAs have been reported
across Maharashtra till 8 pm on
Saturday. This comes amid the
Mumbai Police extendingits June
4 order of banning unlawful as-
sembly of five or more personsin
the city till July 10.

While incidents of violence
took place in Pune, Navi Mumbai,
Parbhani, Osmanabad, Satara,

Thane, Nagpur city, Nanded,
Palghar and Kolhapur, a senior
state police officer said that ex-
cept for the cases of violence in
Pune and Thane, the rest were
“minor” incidents. Local police
have lodged FIRs in connection to
all the 10 incidents.

In Pune, Sena workers at-
tacked the office of rebel MLA
Tanaji Sawant at Katraj on
Saturday. Sawant runs the
Bhairavnath Sugar Work Limited
Company, which has aregistered
office at Katraj in Pune. Vishal
Dhanawde, a Sena corporator

from Pune, and other party work-
ers ransacked the Katraj office.
AtThane’s Ulhasnagar, at least
five Shiv Sena supporters were
detained on Saturday for al-
legedly pelting stones at the of-
fice of Shrikant Shinde, the Lok
Sabha MP from Kalyan and the
sonofrebel leader Eknath Shinde.
The incident took place at
Shrikant’s Gol Maidan office. A
video that has gone viral on so-
cial media showed some people
throwing stones at the office,
damaging a board and raising
pro-Uddhav Thackeray slogans.

JD(U) thanks Nitish

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE 25

IN AN effort to outwit ally BJP
and take the credit for the caste
census to be conducted in Bihar,
Janata Dal (United) leaders and
workers across the state took out
an “Aabhar Yatra” in all districts
on Saturday to thank Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar for taking
the lead in giving the go-ahead
to caste census.

Reacting sharply, the state
BJP said the saffron party also
played a “crucial role” in the de-
cision “as a senior NDA alliance
partner”.
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Samastipur district JD(U) president Ashwamegh Devi led the
‘Aabhar Yatra’ in Samastipur. Express

The JD(U) took out rallies in
all 38 district headquarters of the
state with banners and posters
to thank Nitish. The one-day ya-
tra is being seen as a deft move

by JD(U) to take credit for hold-
ing the caste census — the
process has to be completed by
February 2023.

JD(U) spokesperson Neeraj

Kumar told The Sunday Express
that the rally is a way to thank
Nitish Kumar for taking the “lead
in ensuring that Bihar has its
own caste census”. “Right from
leading an all-party delegation
to calling an all-party meet,
Nitish Kumar played a key role.
The state Cabinet gave the nod to
it within 24 hours of unanimous
decision of all Bihar parties to
have a caste census conducted in
the state,” Neeraj Kumar said.

“People need to know this,
and JD(U)workers felt a sense of
obligation towards our leader,
Nitish Kumar,” he added.

BJP spokesperson and na-
tional general secretary of the

‘Yashwant Sinha is powerful name (for President poll) with
rich experience... (exposes) whatever is wrong with BJI”’

CONGRESS CHIEF Sonia Gandhi
Thursday made spokesperson
ABHISHEK MANU SINGHVI a
member of the Congress
Working Committee (CWC), the
party's highest decision-making
body, along with a few other
names. In an interview with
MANOJ CG, Singhvi spoke on a
range of issues. Excerpts:

How do you see your
elevation as a CWC member?

Itis a matter of great honour.
I see this apex decision-making
body as representing firstly, geo-
graphical diversity, secondly,
community diversity, and
thirdly, a kind of a brains trust or
anin-house think tank. The third
element needs to be reinforced
and reinvigorated.

On the Presidential election,
there is a sense Opposition

lacked imagination. And that
it satback and let others
come up with names. Why?
The paramount consideration
has tobe consensus. There cannot
be an “ekla chalo” model. Second,
Gopal Krishna Gandhi was our
choice more than five years ago
and was again a front-runner this
time. One cannot be blamed if for
a variety of reasons he declined
gracefully. Yashwant Sinha is a
powerful name with rich experi-
ence and represents a thinking
process about whatever is wrong
with the BJP. 1 do not mean the
slightest disrespect to the NDA
candidate but that should notde-
tract from the efforts of the
Opposition to provide a very re-
spectable ideological opponent.

On the ED’s questioning of
Rahul Gandhi, Congress has
accused the government of

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
ABHISHEK

SINGHVI
AICC SPOKESMAN

misusing the agency. Why
hasn’t the party taken a legal
recourse?

It's completely wrong to sug-
gest that “confinement by ques-
tioning” or “detention through
questioning” for 55 hours over 5
days can be attacked only by go-
ing to court. The whole point is
that there’s nothing to go to court
about. Interminable questioning
was intended for harassment.
Certainly Rahul Gandhi could
have sought anticipatory bail but
we had decided not to do so be-
cause he was confidentin stand-
ing up to such intimidation.

Will Sonia Gandhi appear for
ED questioning whenever she
is medically fit?

When the summons first
came to Sonia Gandhi, it was dif-
ficult to restrain her from going
even with Covid at the initial

stage. She has been raring to go
and will go immediately when
medical advice permits.
However, elementary medical
knowledge tells us that exposure
to collateral infection must be
avoided, especially at her age,
and that is the simple reason
why time has been sought.

How do you see the
Maharashtra crisis from a
legal point of view?

Let me briefly address the po-
litical part. This is a storm which
should have been partly com-
bated preventively. But one must
never brush aside the humon-
gous immoral conduct of the BJP.
Turning to the legal, options are
limited because all of them de-
pend on the numbers... In all of
this the Congress remains an
outsider but a clear, strong sup-
porter (of Thackeray).

for caste census, BJP also claims credit

party's OBC Morcha, Nikhil
Anand, said: "The counting of
castes in Bihar is a collective de-
cision of the state cabinet, and
the BJP played a crucial role iniit.
It is not the individual decision
of anyone or any party... UPAal-
lies were responsible for sabo-
taging the 2011 caste census, for
which they must apologise. We
never opposed caste census in
toto but we are concerned about
the modalities.

Asked why BJP as the senior
NDA ally was not part of this
Aabharyatra, Neeraj Kumar said,
“It was JD(U)'s programme.
Besides, there was no such pro-
posal from the BJP.”

G7 summit: Talks on
key issues on Modi’s
Germany itinerary

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

AHEAD OF his departure to
Germany for the G7 summit,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said he will ex-
change views with the leaders
of the grouping and its partner
countries on issues such as en-
ergy, food security, counter-ter-
rorism, environment and
democracy.

Modi is visiting Schloss
Elmau in southern Germany on
June 26 and 27 for the summit of
the G7,agrouping of the world's
seven richest nations.

“Inan effort to strengthen in-
ternational collaboration onim-
portant global issues impacting
humanity, Germany has also in-
vited other democracies such as
Argentina, Indonesia, Senegal
and South Africa to the G7
Summit,” Modi said in a state-
ment ahead of his visit.

“During the sessions of the
Summit, I will be exchanging
views with the G7 countries, G7
partner countries and guest in-
ternational organisations on
topical issues such as environ-
ment, energy, climate, food se-
curity, health, counter-terror-
ism, gender equality and
democracy,” he added.

Modi said he was looking
forward to meeting leaders of
some of the participating G7
and guest countries on the side-
lines of the summit.

The Prime Minister said he
was also looking forward to
meeting Chancellor Scholz again

ary
Y

PM Narendra Modi will be at
Schloss Elmau in southern
Germany on June 26 and 27

after the “productive” India-
Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations (IGC) last month.

“While in Germany, I also
look forward to meeting mem-
bers of the Indian diaspora from
across Europe who are contribut-
ing immensely to their local
economies as also enriching our
relations with European coun-
tries,” the Prime Minister said.

From Germany, Modi will go
to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) on June 28 to pay his con-
dolences on the passing away of
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the former president of
the Gulf nation.

“On my way back to India, I
will make a brief stopover in Abu
Dhabi, UAE, for a meeting with
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE
and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, on June
28 to convey my personal con-
dolences on the passing away of
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the former UAE
President and Ruler of Abu
Dhabi,” Modi said. Zayed Al
Nahyan passed away on May 13.

Mehbooba urges youth
to shun militancy in J&K

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 25

FORMER J&K chief minister and
PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti on
Saturday urged the youth to
shunviolence lest become “can-
non fodder” for the security
forces' anti-militancy operations
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“There is news of killings
everyday, this signifies that there
isanincrease in local recruitment
of militants.Iwould like toappeal
to those young men and their
parents to save their lives,” Mufti
said. Claiming that killing mili-
tants is an “incentive” for the se-
curity forces, she said, “They get
rewards for killing these young
men and with the turbulent
times that Kashmir faces, we will

need our youth in the future. Do
not pick up weapons. Ye kaam
theek nahin hai aur isko aapko
chhor dena chahiye (this is not
right and you should shun this).”

Speaking about the continu-
ing strike by Kashmiri Panditem-
ployees working in the Valley un-
der the Prime Minister’s package,
Mufti said, “Kashmiri Pandits are
anasset toour society...We must
take care of them. Whenever
something happens, the BJP uses
it to defame us. It is being por-
trayed that the (Amarnath)yatra
is under threat, when we have
been welcoming pilgrims every
year as our guests...”

She emphasised that while
the Central government is “tak-
ing away our land, jobs and re-
sources, do not let them take
away our courage”.

Speak to anti-govt NGOs,
Goa CM tells industry

Pangji: Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Saturday urged the
state’s industrialists to sit across
the table and talk to “anti-govern-
ment NGOs” that, he said, are op-
posed to infrastructure projects.
Speaking at the 114th AGM of
Goa Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Sawant said the govern-
ment spends a lot of time and
money on litigation, which comes
in the way of infrastructure proj-
ects. “If we want to be developed,
we need to sit across the table
with such NGOs,” Sawant said.

“You can take the initiative and
talk to them. If we talk to them,
they say the government is criti-
cising us. Somebody needs to talk
to them.... What are their prob-
lems? We don’t want to cause en-
vironmental destruction. We are
ready totalk. That’s why I say that
someone needs to start talking to
these anti-establishment NGOs.”

He said: “We want to do a
lot of things. But who opposes
them? It’s the anti-industry
NGOs, the anti-government
NGOs...” ENS

BSP backs Murmu in Presidential
poll; Mayawati slams Opposition

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, JUNE 25

IN A setback for the Opposition
ahead of the presidential elec-
tions, the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP)on Saturday announced that
itwould back the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) candi-
date and former Jharkhand gov-
ernor Droupadi Murmu who
might become the first Adivasi
person to occupy the post. The
party took the decision with an
eyeon tribal votes in notonly Uttar
Pradesh but also states such as
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, and
Madhya Pradesh where it is try-
ing to gain a foothold.

BSP president Mayawati’s an-
nouncement boosts Murmu’s al-
ready significant chances of win-
ning against the Opposition’s
consensus candidate and former

New Delhi

BSP chief Mayawati

Union minister Yashwant Sinha.
Mayawati hit out at Opposition
parties for not inviting the BSP to
the meetings on June 15 and June
21 atwhich the names of probable
candidates were discussed before
allthe parties agreed tofield Sinha.
“As the Opposition’s anti-BSPand
casteist attitude is continuing,
now the BSPis free to take a deci-
sion in any matter,” she said.

The BSP chief also said the de-
cision to support Murmu was
taken not to favour the NDA.
“Keepingin mind the party and its

movement, the decision hasbeen
taken to make a hardworking and
qualified woman from a tribal
community the President of the
country,” she added.

The BSP has 10 MPs in Lok
Sabha and will have one Rajya
Sabha MP on July 18 when the
presidential polls will be held. The
BSP has one elected MLA in the
UP Vidhan Sabha. The party had
six MLAs in Rajasthan but all of
them joined the Congressin2019.

In Uttar Pradesh, voters from
Scheduled Tribe communities
make up a significant portion of
the electorate in Assembly seg-
ments such as Obra, Duddhi, and
Robertsganj.

A BSP functionary said the
party would not gain anything by
staying with the Oppositioninthe
presidential elections given that
these parties had ignored it and
their past associations.
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Chhattisgarh
boy trapped in
borewell out
of hospital

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BILASPUR, JUNE 25

THE 11-YEAR-OLD boy, who was
rescued after being trapped ina
borewell for over 100 hours in
Chhattisgarh's Janjgir-Champa,
was discharged from a private
hospital here on Saturday, an of-
ficial said.

According to doctors, Rahul
Sahu, who sustained multiple in-
juries and contracted a serious
infection due to the accident, is
now fit and fine and can walk.

Officials from Bilaspur district
administration and police were
in the hospital when Rahul was
discharged this morning,. Janjgir-
Champa collector Jitendra
Shukla, Superintendent of Police
Vijay Agrawal and other officials
were there to take him home.

OnJune 10, Rahul fell into an
unused 80 feet deep borewell in
the backyard of his house in
Pihrid village of Janjgir-Champa,
and got stuck 60 feet below the
surface. Despite facing several
challenges, neither the rescuers
nor Rahul gave up the fighting
spirit for almost five days. He was
rescued by a joint team of over
500 personnel from multiple
agencies, after a 104-hour-long
operation, on June 14 night.

The rescuers dug a parallel pit
and created a tunnel toreach the
boy. According to the boy's father
Ram Kumar Sahu, Rahul is not
mentally sound and could not
speak properly. Rahul's mental
state prevented the rescuers to
easily pull him out using a rope.

Talking to reporters in state
capital Raipur on Saturday, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel said, "It
isamatter of great happiness that
brave Rahul has been discharged
from hospital. He requires regu-
lar speech therapy so that he can
speak properly.” The state govern-
ment bore the medical expenses
and has also announced to bear
the cost of the boy's education.

IAS officer son’s dea_th Thediscrepancies

NAVJEEVAN GOPAL
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 25

THE PUNJAB government found
itself battling another contro-
versy Saturday following the
death of IAS officer Sanjay Popli's
son Kartik, even as a team had
come to the officer's home for a
search, as part of investigations
into corruption allegations.
There were several discrep-
ancies in the version of officials,
including between that of the
police and Vigilance Bureau.
Police personnel and Popli were
accompanying the Vigilance
team during the search.
Chandigarh Senior
Superintendent of Police
Kuldeep Chahal told The Indian
Express that Kartik committed
suicide with a licensed weapon,
and that the Vigilance Bureau
had “gone for some investiga-
tion, but had not entered the

Officials at the residence of Kartik Popli, son of arrested IAS
officer Sanjay Popli, after he allegedly died by suicide, in

Chandigarh, Saturday. P11

house, when there was this gun-

shot sound from inside”.
During the day, he had told

mediapersons that Vigilance of-

ficials were in the house when
the incident happened.

Chahal also claimed that of-
ficials rushed to the room from

Contractor ‘facing 30 cases in
Bihar’ shot dead in Lucknow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 25

A42-YEAR-OLD railway contrac-
tor was shot dead at his house in
Lucknow’s cantonment area on
Saturday by unidentified people.
Police said the assailants locked
the victim's wife and three chil-
dren in a room, shot him twice
in the head and fled with the
hard disk of the CCTV systemin-
stalled in the house.

The contractor, Virendra
Thakur, had at least 30 cases in-
cluding murder and extortion
registered against him in Bihar,
police said, adding that he had
previously been attacked in 2019
at Lucknow's Charbagh railway
station over a business rivalry.

About Saturday's incident,
Lucknow Police Commissioner D
K Thakur said the assailants

Fitness trainer held for
killing professor in Goa

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, JUNE 25

THE GOA Police on Friday ar-
rested a fitness trainer for al-
legedly kidnapping and murder-
ing 35-year-old professor Gauri
Achari.

According to police, the ac-
cused Gaurav Bidre, 36, stran-
gled Achari and dumped her
body in a forested area of Old
Goa. Achari, who taughtina gov-
ernment college, had hired Bidre
as her personal fitness trainer,
police said.

On June 23, Bidre accosted
Achari when she was parking it
near her home in Corlim and
strangled her inside the car, po-
lice said, adding that he then
drove the car out of the area and

later moved her body to his car
before dumping the body in a
forested area near the Kadamba
bypass.

Achari's mother lodged a
complaint with police saying
that her daughter had been ab-
ducted after she did not return
home on Thursday. The search
for Achari led the authorities to
Bidre, who, according to police,
confessed to having killed her.

Bidre was charged with mur-
der and destruction of evidence.

On Saturday, Bidre was pro-
duced before a magistrate and
remanded to 10 days in police
custody, said Inspector Dinesh
Gadekar from the Old Goa Police
Station. He also said a post-
mortem had been performed on
Achari’s body and it had been
handed over to her family.

BANDA BAHADUR MARTYRDOM DAY

Lekhi assures all help
for Mehrauli structure’s
national monument tag

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

NEARLY TWO months after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addressed the nation from the
Red Fort to mark the 400th
Parkash Purab of Sikh Guru Tegh
Bahadur, the 17th century monu-
ment witnessed another govern-
ment function to celebrate Sikh
warrior Banda Singh Bahadur.

On Saturday, the National
Monuments Authority (NMA),
which operates under the
Ministry of Culture, observed the
martyrdom day of Banda
Bahadur at Red Fort lawns at a
function organised in collabora-
tion with the Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC).

The event was attended by
Minister of State for Culture and
External Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi,
along with NMA Chairman Tarun
Vijay and Baba Jatinder Pal Singh
Sodhi, 10th generation descen-
dant of Banda Bahadur.

Lekhi said Banda Bahadur
defended the honour of his reli-
gion by sacrificing his life and his
courage should not be forgotten.
She assured all support for de-
claring Banda Bahadur martyr-
dom place in south Delhi’s
Mehrauli as a national monu-
ment by the Archaeological
Survey of India.

“Banda Bahadur was a great

Sikh warrior and acommander of
the Khalsaarmy who defeated the
Mughals and liberated alarge part
of north India from the Mughal
rule and established the Khalsa
rule in Punjab,” said a statement
by the Ministry of Culture.

“He abolished the zamindari
system and granted property
rights to the tillers of the land...
He was captured by Mughal
ruler Farrukhsiyar and his mar-
tyrdom took place in Mehrauli
where amonument stands in his
memory,” it added.

“Though Independence came
to India much later, it was Banda
Bahadur who first taught Indians
to fight, conquer and establish
theirindependentrule,” said Vijay,
adding that Banda Bahadur and
his son Ajai Singh were martyred
onJune9,1716,along with their 18
companions near a gate en route
to the tomb of Sufi saint Qutub-ud-
din Bakhtiar kaki at Mehrauli.

The martyrdom place of
Banda Bahadur in Mehrauli was
identified and located in 1970
with the efforts of Jathedar
Santokh Singh, the then secretary
of DSGMC. “We call the memo-
rial ‘Deuri’. There is a gurdwara
adjacent to it. We keep the me-
morial clean and try to look after
its maintenance,” BJP leader and
former DSGMC chief Manjinder
Singh Sirsa had said recently. “We
want the ASIto declare the struc-
ture a national monument and
take care of its preservation.”

turned up at the contractor's
house with their faces covered,
and that his three private security
guards had opened the main door.

“The guards are also missing
and their role seems suspicious. It
has also come to light that in
2019, there was another attack
on him at the railway station.
After the attack, he had become
handicapped and couldn’t walk.
We are finding out details of that
case too,” the commissioner said.

“The deceased had atleast 30
casesagainst himin Biharand the
state’s police didn’t know he was
living here in Lucknow. The cases
are related to extortion, murder,
loot, the Arms Act and others. He
was known in Bihar by the name
of Gorakh Thakur. He was among
the top-most criminals of West
Champaran,” he added.

The police commissioner also
said that the contractor's three

children were from his first wife,
who had been staying with him
till 2021. “He got married again.
We are looking into family dispute
and business dispute too. We are
checking the CCTVs,” he said.

Speaking about the 2019 at-
tack on the contractor, Lucknow
ADCP (East)Qasim Abdi said, “He
was attacked outside the
Charbagh railway station in
Lucknow, and a case was lodged
with Government Railway Police
(GRP). In that case, four people
were held and a total of six were
chargesheeted. The six were from
Bihar and West Bengal.”

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Commissioner Thakur said: “As
per the complaint lodged by the
family, he may have been attacked
by the same people who attacked
him in 2019. There is a possible
business rivalry which could be
the motive for the murder.”

where the sound came, and
found it locked. “When we
broke open the door, we found
he had committed suicide,”
Chahal said.

At a press conference in the
evening, the Vigilance Bureau
denied Kartik’s mother Sri
Popli's claims that its officials
had “killed” Kartik, while claim-
ing they had “gone back” before
the incident happened. Deputy
Superintendent of Police Ajay
Kumar said they had “left” after
affecting recovery from “a store
in the yard (of the house)”. “The
Vigilance Bureau did not enter
Popli's house.”

A Vigilance Bureau officer
told The Indian Express the
Chandigarh police broke open
the door to the room Kartik was
in “20 minutes after he commit-
ted suicide”.

There were also different ver-
sions regarding the weapon with
which Kartik allegedly killed

J&K S-1MURDER
Officer’s nephew
among three held

Srinagar: Three people, includ-
ing arelative, have been arrested
in connection with the killing of
a police officer in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pulwama district ear-
lier this month, a spokesperson
said here on Saturday.

Sub-Inspector Farooq
Ahmad was shot dead near his
home in Pulwama district on the
intervening night of June 16 and
17. His body was found in a
paddy field.

Accused Arsalaan Bashir alias
Faisal, Tawkeer Manzoor and
Owais Mushtag, all residents of
Samboora Pampore, are the of-
ficer’s neighbours. In fact,
Manzoor is his nephew, the
spokesperson said.

They allegedly killed Ahmad
at the behest of terrorist Majid
Nazir Wani of Ladhoo, who was
killed in the Tujjan Pulwama en-
counter on June 21, the
spokesperson added. PTI

himself. A day after Popli's arrest
on June 20, the Vigilance Bureau
claimed to have found “unac-
counted cartridges”, reportedly
not meant for any licensed
weapon, during a search of his
house. Popli was consequently
booked under Sections of the
Arms Act.

But, on Saturday after Kartik's
death, Vigilance Bureau officials
involved in the investigations
said the family owned a licensed
weapon of 0.3 bore with 10 car-
tridges, which were not seized
during the search as these were
“legal”.

On why Popli's family did
not move the valuables the au-
thorities claimed to have recov-
ered on Saturday, following his
arrest, an investigator said,
“Popli might not have told
them about the gold and other
items recovered. Not all people
tell everything to their family
members.”

KOLKATA

Man sits on eighth-floor
ledge of hospital, falls; dies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JUNE 25

A 33-YEAR-OLD patient suffer-
ing from "severe neurological
disorder and depression” at a
Kolkata hospital sat on the edge
of acornice on the eighth floor of
the building for over two hours
and allegedly fell off and died on
Saturday, said police.
According to police, he sus-
tained grievous injuries in his brain
and became unconscious. He was
rushed tothe intensive care unit of
the hospital and was put on the
ventilator support, but he suc-
cumbed toinjuries later, they said.
Director of the state health
service Ajay Chakraborty has,
meanwhile, sought a report
from the hospital, seeking to
know whether there was any se-
curity lapse and how the patient

went to the cornice.

Hospital sources said, on
Saturday morning, Sujit
Adhikari, a resident of Lake
Town, was seen at a window on
the eighth floor. He then slowly
came at the cornice, they said.

As some visitors spotted him
sneaking to the cornice through
a gap in the glass window and
waving his hands, they informed
the hospital authority, said po-
lice. He sat on the edge as anx-
ious bystanders looked on and
the fire brigade, police and hos-
pital authorities frantically tried
to bring him down, said police.

Police said it appeared that
the patient had stood up on the
cornice on seeing the net being
fixed by disaster management
personnel on the ground and
tried to climb down, but his hand
slipped and he fell off.

—WITHPTIINPUTS

Man hit by bullet during Prophet
remark protests clings on to life

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

NADEEM ANSARI, 24, who was hit
by abullet during a protest against
remarks on the Prophet in Ranchi
on June 10, was airlifted to Delhi
on Saturday as his condition did-
n't improve after days of treat-
ment at Rajendra Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS), Ranchi.
The state government will pay for
his treatment at Gurugram's
Medanta hospital.

According to the family,
Nadeem took a bullet in the nape
(backof the neck)and hasbeenin
a forced comatose for nearly a
fortnight because he gets seizures
as soon as he wakes up.

Ansari's sister, Mussarat
Parween, who accompanied him
inthe airambulance to Delhi, said
that her brother was out (on June

f"‘_"

Nadeem Ansari has been
flown from Ranchi to Delhi.

10) to get medicines for his
nephew who had fever. “He had
stepped out not even five minutes
before things turned violent; he
wasjust half akilometre fromthe
house. Our neighbours whowere
inthe protestinformed us that he
had been shot at,” said Parween.
When the family reached RIMS,
Parween said her brother was
“walking and talking”.

“He was perfectly fine, but
now the doctors can't wake him

up after a surgery? How can that
be?” said his younger brother
Tipu, who works as a plumber.
Along with Tipu, Nadeem who
worked as an electrician, were the
earning members of the family.
Their father dealt in gemstones
before one of his legs was paral-
ysed following a spine surgery.
According to the family, the
bullet had reached Nadeem's
carotid artery, and the doctors
were of the opinion that the
seizures could be either due to
oxygendeprivation to the brain or
ablood clot.“They needed an MRI
to see what is wrong with his
brain, which is why we got him
here. Now, the doctors say thatthe
brainisintact but they don't know
the cause of seizures,” said
Parween. A doctor familiar with
the case said Nadeem was
brought on a ventilator and has
been convulsing continuously.
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Blood trail leads
Goa police to
murder accused

PANAJI, JUNE 25

A 300-METRE trail of blood led
Margao police to the man ac-
cused of killing a fellow labourer
from Jharkhand.

On Saturday morning, a man
was found dead in the rear of a
pick-up truck parked outside a
hotelin Margao; he had suffered
multiple, grievous stab wounds
on abdomen and chest. While
police were initially in a blind
spot over identity of the de-
ceased and how he wound up
dead inside the vehicle, the puz-
zle was pieced together with a
trail of blood, a dog squad, and
CCTV footage.

Inamatter of hours, Prashant
Barnam, 26, who allegedly killed
Amit Kirketti,aged about 35, was
arrested. A blood trail that
stretched from the truck to the
spot where the two men had an
altercation the previous night
was partially wiped out by the
pouring rain in Margao’s
Khareband area. Superintendent
of Police, South Goa, Abhishek
Dhania said a police team traced
the blood trail backwards. The
dog squad of the forensic team
helped build back the trail.

Police found the victim's be-
longings about 300 metres from
the truck and identified him.
Investigation led police to Barna,
also from Jharkhand, who al-
legedly stabbed Kirketti multi-
ple times after an altercation.

After being stabbed, a blood-
soaked Kirketti had walked the
distance to escape, and gotin the
parked pick-up truck to hide
from Barna, police suspect. He
succumbed to injuries inside
the vehicle.

Private college
principal with
JD(U) links held
in BPSC leak case

Patna: The principal of a private
college in Bihar, affiliation of
which expired a few years ago but
continues to serve as a centre for
many examinations, has turned
out to be a key accused in the
Bihar Public Service Commission
question paper leak. The princi-
pal, Shakti Kumar, was found to
have close links with the chief of
the JD(U) parliamentary board,
Upendra Kushwaha.

According to the Economic
Offences Unit of Bihar police,
Shakti Kumar, who was present
asasuperintendent at the exam
centre, had scanned the question
paper and shared it with a per-
son called Kapil Dev on
WhatsApp, said the EOU.  PTI

FORMER DGP, ACTIVIST ARRESTED: ADAY AFTER APEX COURT UPHELD CLEAN CHIT TO MODI
RB Sreekumar, a decorated cop on

ceremessee. LNE Wrong side of Modi government

LEENAMISRA
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 25

ADECORATED police officer, RB
Sreekumar challenged the
Narendra Modi government’s
claims of peace in Gujaratin the
aftermath of the 2002 riots,
spoke of the alleged collusion
between government agencies
and rioters, and was shunted out
and denied promotion while in
service.

The Ahmedabad Detection of
Crime Branch on Saturday ar-
rested the 75-year-old former
Gujarat Director General of Police
(DGP) from his home in
Gandhinagar on charges such as
forgery and criminal conspiracy.
This came a day after the
Supreme Court called into ques-
tion his role in the petition
against Modi in the riots. The
court made the observation
while upholding the clean chit
Prime Minister Modi, then the
chief minister of Gujarat, had re-
ceived from a SIT in connection
with the riots.

A1971-batch IPS officer with
roots in Kerala, Modi appointed
Sreekumar the Additional DGP
(Intelligence) in April 2002. By
then the state had been engulfed
in communal riots following the
burning of the Sabarmati Express
train in Godhra on February 27.
His first confrontation with the
state government was whenare-
port he presented to then Chief
Election Commissioner ] M
Lyngdohsaid 154 of Gujarat’s 182
constituencies had been affected
by the riots and over one lakh
people had been disenfranchised

u'a&;. '

Former Gujarat DGP RB
Sreekumar. File

because of displacement. This
countered the government's
claims that the environment was
peaceful enough for Assembly
elections.

Sreekumar was transferred
out of CID (Intelligence) soon after
he sent a report to the National
Commission for Minorities in
September 2002, pointing out
“communal overtones”in Modi’s
speech during a yatra. He was
posted as ADGP (Police Reforms)
and remained in the post till his
retirementin 2007. While in serv-
ice, Sreekumar filed four of his
nine affidavits before the Justice
(retired) G T Nanavati and Justice

(retired) Akshay Mehta
Commission that had been set up
by Gujarat government to probe
Godhraincident. In the affidavits,
he claimed to have exposed “the
alleged collusion of government
agencies with rioters”.

But the Nanavati-Mehta
Commission chose todiscard the
evidence by Sreekumar, and fel-
low IPS officers Rahul Sharma and
Sanjiv Bhatt, terming them as ei-
ther “baseless”, “false”, or “notre-
liable”. Sharma took voluntary re-
tirement from the police service
and now practises law in Gujarat
High Court while Bhatt was dis-
missed from service and is now
in jail in connection with a 1996
narcotics case.

Fight for promotion

Following the submission of
his affidavits and cross-examina-
tion before the Nanavati-Mehta
Commission in 2004, Sreekumar
was superseded in 2005 and
missed out on a chance to be-
come DGP while in service.

His petition to the Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
challenging the government's de-
cisionannexed a “secret diary” he
maintained of alleged “illegal or-
ders” given to him when he was
the state intelligence chief. In
2005, the Gujarat government is-
sued adepartmental charge sheet
to Sreekumar for “maintaining a
private diary and making it offi-
cial, taping conversation of a
meeting with government official
and leaking intelligence reports
to the media among others”. The
Supreme Court stayed the charge
sheetin2015.0n the day of his re-

tirement, February 28, 2007, the
CAT ruled in favour of the police
officer’s promotion but the state
government challenged it before
the High Court and then the
Supreme Court. In 2008, the top
court dismissed the govern-
ment’s plea and Sreekumar was
granted promotion to DGP rank
with retrospective effect.

Beginning of along
career

Sreekumar did not last even
afull yearin any of his initial dis-
trict postings in Gujarat, the
longest stint being as
Superintendent of Police (SP) of
Mehsana district where he spent
more than a year.

In 1979, he went on deputa-
tion to the CISF and from 1980-
"84 served as commandant of the
CISF unit that supervised the se-
curity of the Vikram Sarabhai
Space Centre (VSSC) in Thumba,
Thiruvananthapuram. He re-
turned to Gujarat to be posted as
SPof Kheda and Kutch districtsin
the span of a year and after that
was stationed as the Director of
Security of the erstwhile Gujarat
Electricity Board, which is now
known as Gujarat Urja Vikas
Nigam Ltd.

His longest stint was in the
Intelligence Bureau (IB) outside
Gujarat, where he served in vari-
ous capacities from 1987 to 1999.
He was posted as deputy director
at the IB headquarters in New
Delhi till 1992, when he also got
the police medal for meritorious
service.

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Cong cautious,
Left slams action

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

THE CONGRESS Saturday reacted
cautiously to the arrest of retired
Gujarat DGP R B Sreekumar and
Mumbai-based activist Teesta
Setalvad by the Gujarat police, ex-
pressing hope and trust that due
process of law will be followed.

The Left parties, on the other
hand, questioned their arrest.

"We have heard of the arrest.
It appears to be in relation to al-
leged offences of forgery and fab-
rication arising out of events that
took place between the yearsim-
mediately following 2002, even
though the FIR appears to be
dated June 25, 2022. We hope
proper and full due process of law
will be followed," senior Congress
leader Abhishek Singhvi told The
Indian Express.

“Furthermore, it stands torea-
son that the Congress as a politi-
cal party cannot comment on the
merits of a case with whichit has
no connection,” he added.

The CPI(M) strongly con-
demned arrest of Setalvad, call-
ing her an “indefatigable de-
fender of human rights”. It said
her arrest was on "dubious
grounds citing the recent judg-
ment of the Supreme Court" and
demanded herrelease and with-
drawal of what it called "false
charges" against her. “Stop perse-
cutionand prosecution of relent-
less champions of civil liberties
and human rights. Withdraw
false charges and release,” CPM
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury said in a Twitter post.

His CPI counterpart D Raja
pointed out that Setalvad had
beenrelentlessly struggling to get
justice for the riot victims.

Fought for 2002 riot Victims, Teesta facing many cases

SOHINIGHOSH & SADAF
MODAK

AHMEDABAD, MUMBAI, JUNE
25

TEESTA SETALVAD, a journalist
and activist based out of
Mumbai and a Padma Shri, is a
founding trustee and secretary
of the NGO Citizens for Justice
and Peace (CJP) established in
2002 in the aftermath of the
Gujarat riots, with one area of
work being providing legal
assistance to victims of
the riots.

She was among the first ac-
tivists to take up the cases of
riot victims in Gujaratin 2002,
finally leading the Supreme
Court to set up a special inves-
tigation team to probe the
post-Godhra riots, six years

later, under former CBI direc-
tor R KRaghavan. Setalvad has
also faced several allegations
over the years.

Setalvad first took on then
CM Narendra Modi head on
when in March 2007, in a spe-
cial criminal application before
the Gujarat HC, she named
herself as a co-petitioner of
Zakia Jafri, who had sought an
FIR against Modi and 61 other
politicians, bureaucrats and
police officers for their alleged
role in the 2002 riots. She also
sought a CBI inquiry against
Modi.

The petition and Setalvad’s
locus standi in the case were
rejected, but she moved the
apex court, which asked the SIT
to conduct a preliminary in-
quiry into the allegations.
However, her falling out with

Teesta Setalvad File

Raees Khan, formerly a CJP
member and a field worker on
behalf of the CJP at
Ahmedabad, saw him getting
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER PROJECT,
PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, JODHPUR
Tel. 0291-2651700 E-mail: rj_cejod@nic.in

No. CE(P)/PHED/Ju /22-23/ Date:

Notice Inviting Bid (NIB No. 09/2022-23)

Bid for Execution of works related to "Piped water supply scheme Tinwari

Mathaniya-Osian-Baori-Bhopalgarh. Distt. jodhpur for providing FHTC in

130 MH and 641 OHs of constituency Asian and Bhopalgarh including

Operation & maintenance for 10 years (upto VTC) after 1 year defect liability

period' under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) of estimated cost Rs. 230.58 Cr. is

invited from interested bidder up to 25/07/2022 at 14:00 hrs. Other

particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal

(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.

USN No: PHE2223WLOB03472 Sd/-

NIB Code: PHE2223A1668 (Neeraj Mathur)
Chief Engineer Project

DIPR/C/8585/2022 PHED Jodhpur

back with allegations of tutor-
ing witnesses.

In 2018, another FIR was
lodged at the Ahmedabad DCB
police station against Setalvad
and her husband Javed Anand
based upon a complaint by
Raees accusing them of misap-
propriation of grants released
for Sabrang NGO in 2014 in-
stead for personal use. A peti-
tion moved by Setalvad and
Anand to quash the same re-
mains pending before the
Gujarat HC.

In an FIR in 2014 by the
Ahmedabad Crime Branch,
some victims of the Gulberg
Society accused Setalvad,
Anand and Jafri's son Tanveer
of criminal breach of trust,
cheating, criminal conspiracy
etc, wherein it was alleged that
foreign donations received for

establishment of a museum at
Gulberg Society were used for
other purposes, including
Setalvad's personal use. Bank
accounts of the NGO trusts in
two banks -- IDBI and Union
Bank -- were frozen to this ef-
fect.

Setalvad took up several
Gujarat riot cases, including of
the Gulberg Society victims,
Naroda Patiya and Naroda Gam
victims, Sardarpura, Dipda
Darwaja victims, Ode victims
and the Best Bakery case in
Vadodara.

Setalvad is the granddaugh-
ter of M CSetalvad, India’'s first
Attorney General. Her great
grandfather Chimanlal Harilal
Setalvad was one of the three
Indian members in the Hunter
Commission that investigated
the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre.

FreshFIR based
on quotes from SC
order, annexures

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 25

THE FRESH FIR lodged against re-
tired DGP RB Sreekumar, former
IPS officer Sanjiv Bhatt and activist
Teesta Setalvad is based on exten-
sive quotes from the SC verdict
and its annexures, and mentions
the period of “occurrence of the
offence” between January 1,2002,
and June 25,2022,

The burning of Sabarmati
Express in which 59 persons,
mostly kar sevaks returning from
Ayodhya, died took place on
February 27,2002.

The FIR relies on the apex
court'sobservation that “all those
involved in such abuse of process,
need to be in the dock and pro-
ceeded with in accordance with
the law”, and also cites verbatim
several SIT submissions that were
made before the Supreme Court
on the accused in this case —
Sreekumar, Bhatt and Setalvad.

The SCverdict, whichincluded
comments of amicus curiaeinthe
case Raju Ramachandran by way
of annexures to the judgment,
notes that the annexures are “to
be regarded as part of the judg-
ment”. The annexures are basi-
cally an examination by
Ramachandran of the inquiry re-
port submitted by the SIT before
the SCand his recommendations
made in 2011.

For Sanjiv Bhatt's role, the FIR
notes that Bhatt, the then DIG had
sent a letter dated December 30,
2011, tothe secretary of Nanavati-
Mehta Commission of Inquiry,
which is a copy of fax message
dated 28.02.2002, which he
claimed to have sent to two differ-
ent authorities under his signa-
ture,

This is also part of the annex-
ures inthe SCverdict, where it was
stated, “Shri Sanjiv Bhatt, DIG (un-
der suspension) has sent a letter
dated 30.12.2011 to the Secretary,
Hon'ble]Justice Nanavati & Justice
Mehta Commission of Inquiry en-
closing herewith an Annexure D',
whichisa copy of fax message No.
D-2 [2-COM I/ALERT /174] 2002,
dated 28.02.2002, which he
claimed to have sent to different
authorities under his
signature...Subsequently, on
04.01.2012, Shri Sanjiv Bhatt for-
warded to Chairman, SIT, a copy

of his letter No.
SRB/COI/120104/01 dated
04.01.2012 addressed to Secretary,

Justice Nanavati Commission of
Inquiry enclosing therewith a

AMBULANCE ABANDONS COUPLE WITH DEAD BABY

NHRC notice to district magistrate,

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, JUNE 25

THE NATIONAL Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has taken
suo motu cognizance of a news
report on the unavailability of

ambulance to a couple with a
dead child in Chhattisgarh's
Sukma. The commission has
now served a notice to the district
magistrate and the state health
department.

OnJune 20, Kankerlankares-
idents Karma and Gangi were

left stranded 18 km from their
village with their newborn. Their
son, born premature at the
Kankerlanka sub health center,
was first referred to Dornapal
and then to Sukma. However, on
their way to Sukma, the child
died. After that, the couple were

copy of fax message No.D-2/2-
COM/ALERT /100/2002, dated
27.02.2002, claiming to have sent
the same under his signature.”

The FIR also places reliance
on SIT observations included in
SCsverdict, wherein the SIT had
scrutinised material forwarded
by Gujarat government. The SIT
had concluded from the mate-
rial, “From the study of emails, it
appears that certain vested in-
terests including Shri Sanjiv
Bhatt, different NGOs and some
political leaders were trying to
use Hon'ble Supreme Court/SIT
as a forum for settling their
scores.” This, finds a verbatim
mention in the FIR.

With respect to RB
Sreekumar’s role, the FIR takes
from SIT’s submission that said,
“Further, he did not make any al-
legation against the state govern-
ment in his initial two affidavits
filed before the Commission, but
started making allegations from
third affidavit dated 9.4.2005.”

For Teesta Setalvad, the FIR
again quotes from the SIT sub-
mission before the SC. The SIT
had submitted, “Appellant -
Zakia Ahsan Jaffiin her cross-ex-
amination in Gulberg Society
case being CR No. 67/2002 as
PW-337 had conceded that she
knew Ms Teesta Setalvad for
some time and also about having
met Mr R B Sreekumar after the
incident. She has stated that Mr
R B Sreekumar had come to
Gulberg Society on 28.2.2002
and upon completion of four
years, she had met him. She had
also stated that Mr R B
Sreekumar was presently work-
ing with Ms Teesta Setalvad. She
had also admitted in her cross-
examination that she had given
statement on 22.8.2003 before
the Nanavati-Shah Commission
and after giving that statement,
she had no occasion to read copy
of that statement. This was sug-
gestive of the fact that she was tu-
tored by Ms Teesta Setalvad, but
she never disclosed about
that...she had throughout fol-
lowed the instructions of Ms
Teesta Setalvad...In the final sup-
plementary report filed by the
SITin Gulberg Society case being
CR No. 67/2002, it has been
clearly noted that 19 witnesses
insisted to take on record their
prepared signed statement(s),
which according to them, were
prepared by Ms Teesta Setalvad
and Advocate M M Tirmizi and
did not show willingness to give
their own statement.”

health dept

dropped off at Dornapal health
center by the ambulance
around 9 pm.

Citing details from The Indian
Express report dated June 22, the
NHRCsaid its raises 'a serious hu-
man rights violation issue related
to Right to Life with Dignity".
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Tel.No. 0240-2333536-40,
Fax. No. 0240-2331213

Municipal Corporation Aurangabad,
Executive Engineer (Building)
Head Office : Town Hall pin 431001
E-Tender Call AMC (For Help) :
Cell No. 9764999592

Outward No.: AMC/DyEng/Building/103/2022

Date : 24.06.2022

Sr.No. Work Name Last Date of Tender
Submission
1. Providing and erecting of equestrian 19/07/2022

statue of 16 ft. height in Bronze metal
with pedestal of Mahatma
Basveshwar Maharaj and
Development of surrounding area at
Shri Swami Vivekanand garden,
T.V.Center Majnu Hill, Aurangabad.
(Amount put to Tender Rs.
1,13,35,618/-)

Note : 1. For the above started work is available on website
www.mahatenders.gov.in

sd/-
Executive Engineer
(Building Section)

Municipal Corporation Aurangabad

A9 2 YEaa T | /- http://sppp.raj.nic.in W @1 S Feell T |
atfergror sTfrEar NIB No. PWD2223A0769
39833 TR Uifeen foire sie (S<iTe) W No TUBN No.
1 [PWD2223WS0OB02753
ﬁ‘-’ﬁl MUNICIPAL CORPORATION AURANGABAD M-
PR Executive Engineer (Building Section) (ﬁ 4 ﬁmﬁ ),
DIPR/C/8623/2022 wiivfa wves e (I8)

OFFICE OF THE URBAN IMPROVEMENT TRUST,

UDAIPUR (RAJ.)
No. :F- 14( )Engg/EE-IV/ 2022-23/120-122 Date: 24-06-2022
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

UIT, Udaipur invites Expression of Interest from the organisations of repute

to develop Bungee Jumping and Sky Cycling at Rajiv Gandhi Smriti Udhyan,

Rani Road, near Fatehsagar Lake, Udaipur on PPP mode.

Interested firms/organizations may submit the expression of interest to

undersigned on or before 25th July, 2022.

The firm must include in their EOI proposal as per detailed below:

Interested Firms/Organizations may submit E-Tender Bids as per

following scheduled dates :-

1. Date of start of submission of Tech. & Financial Bids through E-
Tender - 27-06-2022 at 10:00 AM

2. Last date of submission of Tech. & Financial Bids through E-Tender
- 25-07-2022 Upto 06:00 PM

3. Last date of Submission of Online Payment (EMD, Tender &
Processing Fee) - 25-07-2022 Upto 06.00 PM

4. Pre-Bid meeting will be held on (Meeting Hall, UIT, Udaipur) - 11-07-
2022 at 12.30 PM

5. Opening of Technical Bid - 27-07-2022 at 11:00 AM

All other details may be seen on website of UIT, Udaipur :

www.uitudaipur.orq, www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

(Nirmal Suthar)
Executive Engineer
Urban Improvement Trust, Udaipur

UBN : ITU2223WS0B00263

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
IRRIGATION & CAD DEPARTMENT
Irrigation Circle, Hill Colony, Nalgonda District

Tender is invited by Irrigation Circle, Hill Colony Nalgonda District vide Notice No: 10SE/ICHC/2022-

23 Dated: 24.06.2022 (3rd call) for work “Repairs to Spillway slope and bucket portion of Nagarjuna

Sagar masonry dam including repairs to spillway approach road after floods of 2022 at Nagarjuna

Sagar Dam, Nalgonda dist., Telangana: for an ECV Rs. 16,54,99,407/- is available from 25.06.2022

to 02.07.2022 at 3.00 PM and last date for receipt of bid is 02.07.2022 at 5.00 PM for further details
see in e-procurment website.

Sd/- K. Dharma. 24.06.2022

Superintending Engineer,

R.O. NO.: 3744-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2022-23 Date: 25.06.2022 Irrigation Circle, Hill colony
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Tel.No.-07781-252934 E-mail ID-eenar-phe-cg@nic.in

(©ASICERTFC))
atreTe faferar wamres g==T
STt ShHTR-90025, 90888
30 FRied 5N A <fid wied oER fefefed sitqera ffae
ST o § sTaRert rel § ffeq & faferll § w=irem foran <mran

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY. e-Tender Notice

Tender No: 31-34/2022-23/KWA/PHC/D2/TVM. (1) JIM- Chenkal Gramma panchayath - Mari-
yapuram Part-A Zone.2 - Providing pipe line Extension and Functional house hold tap connect-
ions. (2) JIM - Chenkal Gramma panchayath - Mariyapuram Part-B Zone 1-Providing pipe line
Extension and Functional house hold tap connections (3) JJM- Chenkal Gramma panchayath -
Vlathankara Part-A Zone.1 - Providing pipe line Extension and Functional house hold tap conne-
ctions. (4) 3IM - Chenkal Gramma panchayath - Vlathankara Part-B Zone.1- Providing pipe line
Extension and Functional house hold tap connections. EMD: Rs. Rs.2,00,000/- Each. Tender
fee : Rs. Rs.10000/Each Last Date for submitting Tender : 20-07-2022 03 00 pm

Phone : 0471-2322303 Superintending Engineer
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in PH Circle, Thiruvananthapuram
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in KWA-JB-GL-6-414-2022-23

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: “UJJWAL’, Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone.: 0135-2763808 Fax- 0135-2763508
CIN No. U40101UR20018GC025866 Webslte: www.ujvnl.com
Date: 24.06.2022

RO No. 364
© Very short e-Tender Notice

Office of the Executive Engineer (Test) Vidyut Bhawan, Dakpathar, invites
sealed tenders from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is given
below :

NIB No. 06/EE(Test)/DKP/2022-23 for “Restoration of control cable,
power cable and excitation panel of Unit No -4 at Khodri Power House.”

% | foreRoT ﬁp:{w Tim Estimated cost: Rs. 32.84 lakh only + GST Extra.
ToforeT =T At TS H Date of availability of bid document on website : 25-06-2022 from 13:00
=. =t o fafr | M N .
Last date for submission of bids on website : 02-07-2022 upto 18:00 Hrs.
1 System No.-96268, 96277,96337, 01.07.2022 = full & furth detail Kindl isit t tal
96399.98735 or Ttuller ur -er etails, Inaly visit e-procurement porta
— aﬁ’ﬁw p— = http://uktenders.gov.in E.E (Test), Dakpathar
=T/ “Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”
?ﬁm—90025, 90888 HIAUTST AT
92410 Wik e Tt WU, TRTEUYT
.. |DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
.
- *y | OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WATER) PROJECT-I
== THROUGH DY. SE (PROJECT) WATER-I e R o
Bz oeld ROOM NO. 511, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I, JHANDEWALAN, DELHI-110005 ﬂ'?ﬁ%ﬁ%% R Eﬁ <
E-mail:- ee1.djb@gmail.com, Telephone No. 011-23681009 & 28072022 IR 5: 1:00
- qol b 3fFeTs Ulee W U @1 SIRATY
SNIT No. 6 (2022-23) (Re-Invited) g $-Rfder fodip 29072022 @1 RIS
S. Name of Work Estimated Earnest Tender Date of Release of |Last date /time 100 99T 3 Wl SIRA | (1) Mofdotio
No. Contract Value Money processing Tender/Tender Id of receipt of 17 /ECC(D)Ag /202223 m%réas g
ECV)/ Amount |(EMD) (Rs. Fee Non tender 5[
plgt to t)ender (Rs.) ¢ ) (Rs) Refunable (Rs) T E EF{E qag R SL ?Tlé'\’ﬂ IWE W;:
1. |Construction of recharge pit at| Rs. 3402028/- |Rs. 68100/~ Rs. 25.06.2022 01.07.2022 o1 /WME;[ Tﬁ.é” @W %wa
various locations in Malviya Nagar 500/- 2022_DJB_225112_1 5.00 PM HF!':‘TF%% &
(AC-43), New Delhi. . @ forg www%w%lgg Tq
Further details in this regard can be seen at https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in. Ettz:;(.){),_wo_w.zu;;.mc AntR !
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/- aefleror s
Advt. No. J.S.V. 209 (2022-23) Dy. SE (Project) W-I faega wiTUE wvsd (fraRor), SRt
“STOP CORONA: WEAR MASK , FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE” w367 / Rowoto(fie) /3o /o2 ﬁml 2506/ 2022

New Delhi
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A Maharashtra rerun, and the Comeback Man

As MVA govt totters, one man standing firmer than ever is BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis. SHUBHANGI KHAPRE on how theformer CM prepared the ground

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

T 51, Devendra Fadnavis is
younger than the number of
years Sharad Pawar has spent
inelectoral politics. Last week,
the BJP leader achieved the
near impossible in Maharashtra by out-
smarting the grand old man of state politics
and stealing power from right under his nose.

Pawar, as reported by this paper, didn’t
mince his words asking how both his NCP’s
Home Minister Dilip Walse Patil and Shiv
Sena Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray had
no whiff of the brewing rebellion. However,
ifUddhav clearly lost the plot when it comes
to the Sena, the script couldn’t have gone bet-
ter for one man, Devendra Fadnavis.

The surprise CM of 2014, the surprise
loser of 2019, the BJP leader seems now just
afew last steps back at the podium.

Fadnavis would also justifiably see the
developments as sweet revenge after the
power play following the 2019 hung results
that had spectacularly boomeranged on him
—inanight of skullduggery executed to per-
fection by Pawar. After the BJP, with 105
MLAs, lost ally Sena and power toits alliance
with the Congress and NCP, neither of whom
got more than half its seats, the knives had
been out for Fadnavis.

Few expected him to bounce back.
Certainly given detractors, who saw Fadnavis
as the usurper placed from above.

Insiders talk of Fadnavis’s bitterness at
the Sena’s move. After the formation of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi government,
he reportedly said at a party func-
tion in private: “Chot dil mein lagi
hai (It is my heart that has been
struck). It is not so much about
losing the CM post, but the
manner in which the Sena be-
trayed us that has left us
wounded. I am not sure if it

can be forgiven so easily.”
Thatsting canbe feltinthe

ongoing clinical slicing away of almost all the
Sena MLAs from Uddhav, in an operation that
has the BJP's fingerprints if not active hand.
BJP leaders have been in the forefront usher-
ing the rebels, while party-ruled states have
sheltered them.

As for Fadnavis, having learnt his lesson
from last time, he has kept in the background,
not speaking much but leaving no doubt
about who is doing the talking.

State BJP chief Chandrakant Patil says
Fadnavis keeps his cards close to his chest.
““I have worked with him closely. Only he
candevise strategies and take up the biggest
challenge with ease.”

One of those came right after the 2019 re-
versal of fortunes when the central leader-
ship dealt him a snub by promoting two
leaders he had sidelined. Vinod Tawde and
Chandrashakhar Bawankule, sitting minis-
ters who had been denied Assembly tickets
in 2019, apparently at Fadnavis’s behest,
were accommodated as national general sec-
retary and MLC, respectively.

He also earned Delhi’s censure for the ac-
quisition of the in-demand Remdesivir for
distribution during the pandemic, in the BJP’s
personal capacity, though rules allowed only
the state government to do so.

But Fadnavis has been preparing the
ground to make the long climb back. For the
past two-and-a-half years, he has been
roaming the state, apparently doing a full
tour thrice, earning the grass-roots stripes
lacking in his resume, pushing through even
after Covid took over, waiting to strike.

He also kept his doors open. While lead-
ers such as Praveen Darekar, Prasad Lad,
Abhimanyu Pawar and Atul Bhatkhalkar are
seen as close to him, he did not encourage a
coterie. Though, not everyone agrees about
this. A BJP office-bearer accuses Fadnavis of
“promoting outsiders”. “This has upset lot of
people.” According to this BJP leader,
Fadnavis’s style is clearly reminiscent of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s, who is said
to like him: “One-man show.”

But the tours ensured that Fadnavis kept
the BJP organisation ticking, even while he
remained in the news with his constant, ag-
gressive attacks on the MVA government in
the Assembly as the Leader of Opposition. In
the phone-tapping case in which senior po-
lice officer Rashmi Shukla is an accused,
Fadnavis claims to have been the whistle-
blower. He was also instrumental in charges
that former home minister Anil Deshmukh
and NCP minister Nawab Malik are facing.

On the side, the tempo was raised on
hot-button Hindutva issues, to put the Sena
on the defensive over its new-found “mod-
erate” partners. The Hanuman Chalisa bul-
let, seen as fired by the BJP from the shoul-
ders of the MNS, was one such example.
The Sena took the bait, defending itself as
the real proponent of Hindutva and, as it
turns out, giving a handle to the rebels to
beat it with.

The Hindutvaissue also put the spotlight
on the glaring disparities within the MVA
coalition. The cases against MVA leaders by
Central agencies, meanwhile, kept up the
pressure. At least three Sena rebel MLAs are
facing cases.

Lad, a BJP vice-president, talks of
Fadnavis’s emergence as a leader in his own
right in the Opposition. “He leads from the
front, takes up challenges, delivers results.”

A senior Congress leader requesting
anonymity also acknowledges this, if grudg-
ingly. “Fadnavis is a good administrator... But
when it comes to politics, his aggression is
notdone. You can't be in constant war mode.”

Congress chief spokesperson Atul Londe
also talks of a “change” in Fadnavis since
2014. “He has moulded himself after Modj,
brought a different culture to state politics,”
Londe says, claiming that the “cordial” na-
ture of before is now gone.

A former NCP minister who claims
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“PEHLE desh ka batwara huwa, ab gali aur mo-
hallon ka batwara ho raha hai. Isse hoga kuch
nahin, bas nafrat aur badhegi (First the coun-
try was Partitioned, now lanes and localities
are being divided. Nothing will be achieved
by this, only arise in hatred),” says Zakir Ali.
Two months after communal clashes en-
gulfed Khargone, it is a changed city — in
ways more than one. At six localities, walls
or barricades now separate areas dominated
by different communities. Among those who
find their lives altered is Zakir, a tailor, who
lives in one such locality, Baniyawadi.
While for some, the walls mean “safety”,
for others, it means a longer distance to ac-
cess basic necessities. Others question why
the government resorted to this measure
rather than just stationing police to keep the
peace. At least one resident has moved court.
The barricades and walls stand alongside
homes, shops and vehicles, burnt or van-
dalised during the April 10 violence, and still
to be removed or repaired. Even the stones
pelted by both sides are still lying on some
rooftops. After the violence that left one dead
and three wounded, police registered 62 FIRs
in which around 150 people have been ar-
rested and over 200 booked.
District Collector Purshottam Kumar
says the walls and barri-

~ ‘First the country
I was Partitioned’...

Signs of April Ram Navami violence lie across Khargone, including the
walls and barricades that now separate some of its Hindu, Muslim areas.
What means ‘safety’ for some is an everyday price for the others

Alocal market which often saw clashes flare
up has been shifted.

One of the RCC walls separates the

Hindu-dominated Zamidar

cades are a temporary District Collector Mohalla from the rest of the
measure, and would be re- Muslim-majority
moved in a few months. Says walls are a Khaskhas-wadi area criss-
“Tension has eased, but tempor ary step. crossed by narrow bylanes.
there is St}ll mistrust, with “Tension has eased Rupali Bhaysare wel—
small incidents flaring up R . comes the wall. “That night,
and getting a communal but there is still rioters entered Zamidar
colour,” Kumar justifies. : : mohalla from
According to officials, ,rnls,;truSt’ Wltl:l small Khaskhaswadi. There was
the local municipal corpo- incidents ﬂarlng UP  noone to help us. Police
rationreceived severalwrit-  qnd getting a told us to fend for ourselves

ten complaints of rash driv-
ing or acts of arson during
the night. After this, a team
of officials, including the Superintendent of
Police and Collector, visited these areas, and
were urged by residents to raise these walls.
Initially, barricades came up in 11 locations,
but with tension easing, they have been re-
moved in five.

The district administration also made at
least 5,500 people across Khargone sign
bonds for “good behaviour” and stationed
police in 22 locations identified as sensitive.

communal colour.”

as they were busy in worse-
affected areas. The wall
helps us sleep better at
night,” she says, adding that they had thrown
red chili powder to ward away rioters.
Bhavsare's husband Deepak says the vio-
lence shocked him as his work with the dis-
trict veterinary department often takes him
to Khaskhaswadi. “They all know me. But in
the clashes, even my house was not spared.”
Sarla Bhavsare says that since the wall
came up, women and children “walk around
freely”. “Miscreants from Khaskhaswadi

(Top) The 12-ft wall that has come
up in Khaskhaswadi area; and a
barricade between Miyaman
Mohalla, Baniyawadi. iram Siddique

would earlier come here and play cards, pass
derogatory comments,” she says.

Then there is Akbar Baghwan, whose
family is the only Muslim one to find itself
on the Zamidar mohalla side. His house is lo-
cated right along the wall, which cuts off di-
rect access for him to a road where he parks
his tempo that he uses to transport vegeta-
bles. Now he has to take a motorcycle to
reach that spot from home.

“When the wall was being built, I told the
administration this. Also, that my father was
paralysed and can’tbe carried on a bike toand
from home. And that, if they had to build the
wall, to leave my house on the Khaskhaswadi
side, but noone heard,” says Akbar. He claims
he even called the Chief Minister’s helpline. “1
gotamessage saying my complaint had been
resolved, but nothing changed.”

Another resident, Saleem Khan, has moved
the Madhya Pradesh High Court against the
wall obstructing a common passageway. The
matter is yet to come up for hearing.

The Bhatwadi mohalla near the Sarafa
market is 1.5 km away. Here, a barricade now
blocks the narrow bylane that connected the
area to Muslim-dominated Tadvi side.

Just next to the barricade are gutted shops

of Rajesh Puri and Kailash Pandit. Puri, who
says he lost goods worth Rs 25 lakh in the ri-
ots, welcomes the barricade for giving “a
sense of security”. With help from the dis-
trict administration and aid from the com-
munity, he says, he has rented a shop now.

On the other side of the barricade lives
Salma Bi, 55, who says that for the family,
everything is a trek now, from catching an
auto to getting a gas cylinder.

“Some people came from outside, did
what they had to do and left. But why do we
have to suffer the consequences? Whatis the
administration trying to do by putting us be-
hind these barricades?” a neighbour request-
ing anonymity asks.

Another neighbour, Afzal Khan, says: “If
security was anissue, they could have set up
a small chowki, deployed two policemen.
Even we would have been relieved, our chil-
dren safe. What good is this barricade?”

About 500 metres away, a barricade blocks
another by-lane, separating Muslim domi-
nated Miyaman mohalla from Baniyawadi. It
has upturned the lives of Shivkanya Gurjar and
her husband Rakesh Gurjar, who run a small
snacks manufacturing unit in Miyaman mo-
halla and live in Baniyawadi.

“We would make at least six trips be-
tween the house and the unit during the day.
But now these trips are impossible. We have
been living with our Muslim neighbours
peacefully for years. On the day of the clash,
some people did use the lane to enter
Baniyawadi, but my Muslim neighbours
stood guard,” says Shivkanya.

Her opposition to the barricade doesn't
go down well with the others, she admits.
“They ask why I'm against the barricade. But
why should I not talk against it? We are the
ones who are suffering,” says Shivkanya.

Zakir Aliis one of her neighbours. The 38-
year-old says his family has been living here
for over three generations. He now struggles
to reach the garbage van or collect milk as
vehicles can’t get past the barricade.

Akeela Bi says she has to trek down to the
road to get gas cylinders, and then find some-
one who can carry them to their home.

In Anand Nagar, where Hindu house-
holds were targeted in the violence, 60-year-
old Kali Bai and her family themselves con-
structed a wall near their home to block the
passage to Muslim-dominated Kareem
Nagar. “We were advised to do so (by an of-
ficial),” Kali says.

A district official says they are taking
other measures too to guard against a repeat
of the April violence. Recently, permission
was sought by organisers of the Ram Navmi
rally that sparked off the April 10 clashes, to
“complete the procession”, as the violence
had cut it short. “They were okay with even
five people being allowed to assemble, but
the rally was denied. They understood the
sensitivity and cooperated,” the official says.

Aproposal has been moved to set up two
more police stations and create more posts in
Khargone, which has a single police station
serving a population of roughly 2.5 lakh,
apart from stationing an SAF battalionin the
city for emergency use.

On the cases lodged following the vio-
lence, Khargone SP Dharam Vir Singh says
investigations are on.

“In two cases, after we named the ac-
cused, people came forward to file affidavits
stating they had wrongly identified them.
This is a positive sign that people are coming
forward themselves,” Singh says.

New Delhi

friendly ties with Fadnavis says he too was
surprised by this new aggression, particu-
larly on issues such as Hanuman Chalisa.

Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi president
Prakash Ambedkar warns Fadnavis against
“the politics of vendetta scripted by the
Centre being pursued by its state units
across”. “Fadnavis should know this is detri-
mental for a healthy democracy.”

For now, the former CM is unlikely to be
deterred by such niceties.

Even the face of the Sena rebellion,
Eknath Shinde, may not be coincidental.
Fadnavis is believed to have assiduously cul-
tivated the old Sena hand. Their bonding goes
back to 2014, and Fadnavis is said to have
wanted Shinde to join the BJP.

The last of the aces were delivered in the
recent Rajya Sabha and Legislative Council
polls, when the BJP managed to secure the
victory of all its candidates, securing votes
from MLASs of the beleaguered, and expla-
nation-less, MVA partners. The realpolitik-
ing even earned Fadnavis a nod of approval
from Pawar, who acknowledged his “mira-
cle” in “weaning away Independents,
smaller parties”.

Questioned about how he adjusted to the
role of Opposition after being the CM,
Fadnavis is fond of saying: “I always saw my
real identity as that of a BJP karyakarta. If one
follows that, all one does is carry out what-
ever assignment comes one’s way.”

BJP general secretary Shrikant Bharatiya
has no doubt about that — or what is to fol-
low. “When it comes to dedication and hard
work, nobody can beat Fadnavis. It is this sin-
gle-minded mission which draws workers
across regions towards him. Irrespective of
his post, one constant factor was this hard
work,” he says, adding: “The party karyakar-
tas who are walking in and out of the party
headquarters in Mumbai have voiced their
sentiment — Yes, Fadnavis is set to return as
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra.”

—TAKE5—

ACINEMA STRIKE

V ANILKUMAR
PRESIDENT, TELUGU FILM INDUSTRY
EMPLOYEES FEDERATION

An organisation of 24 unions
of film workers, it says they get
Rs 500-1,000 for 8 hrs of work

‘4 yrs since
wages hiked...
despite Covid,
price rise’

SREENIVAS JANYALA

OVER 20,000 workers of the
Telugu film industry called an in-
definite strike last week, demand-
ingarise in wages. After the Telugu
Film Chamber of Commerce
agreed to set up a coordination
committee, they returned to work.

How many members does

the Telugu Film Industry
Employees Federation have?

It is an umbrella organisation
of 24 unions of film workers such
as light boys, makeup artists,
dance performers, drivers.

Why the wage protest?

The Chamber had earlier
said wages would be revised by
10% every year. However, these
remain the same despite many
workers losing jobs during the
pandemic and prices going up.

What do you earn?

Workers make Rs 500 for an
eight-hour shift toRs 1,000,
depending on the specialisation.
However, they often end up
working for 12-14 hours.

What are your demands?

Apart from a wage hike by
atleast 36%, we want treatment
facility, pensions. Poor workers
are seeking houses of the kind
Telangana gives to the socially
and economically backward.

What is the response of
the film chamber?

The Chamber has delayed tak-
ing any decision for six months.
They call us for discussions and
come up with excuses.
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The burgeoning pension bill
is indeed a problem, but there
is no evidence that alternative

models were examined. The

argument that the Agnipath
model has been tried and
tested in Israel is puerile.

Israel has a small population,
practically no unemployment

and mandatory military
service. Why was Agnipath
not introduced as a pilot and
tested before makingit a
universal and only mode of
recruitment to the services?

Penny wise, security foolish

DURING WORLD WarsIand I, aniconic
poster came up all over the United States.
Itread: “IWant You — For US. Army”. The
figure with the top hat was fondly called
Uncle Sam. The government of India
could attempt a similar poster to publi-
cise its new scheme to recruit soldiers to
the defence forces. It may, however, need
to add a line, in small print, “for becom-
ing a tailor, washerman or barber”.

The scheme, called Agnipath, is sim-
ple, in fact, too simple. Forty-six thou-
sand soldiers will be recruited every
year to the three defence forces. They
will be trained for six months and de-
ployed for 42 months. At the end of 48
months, one-fourth will be retained to
serve another 11-13 years and the rest
(about 34,500) will be discharged with
a severance payment of Rs 11,67,000.
There will be no guarantee of a job, no
pension, no gratuity and no medical or
other benefits.

ACT FIRST,
THINK LATER

The negatives of the scheme were
glaring and obvious. It is a fair assump-
tion that the idea was imposed from ‘the
very top’. That is the way this govern-
ment has functioned since 2014. Past ex-
amples include demonetization, the
Rafale deal, the amendments to the land
acquisition law (the LARR Act) and the
three farm laws.

Predictably, there were protests,
mostly by young men who had trained
and prepared for regular recruitment to
the defence forces, that had been de-
ferred more than once due to the pan-
demic. Many of them would have
crossed the age of 21 fixed under
Agnipath. The day after protests broke
out, the government began announcing
piecemeal changes, and shamelessly
called the changes “pre-planned”.
Nothing in the changes addressed the
fundamental objections to Agnipath:

Firstly, the timing. The security situ-
ation on the entire border is extremely
precarious and there is no end to incur-
sions (by China) and infiltration (by
Pakistan). One should fix the roof when
the sun is shining, not when the rain is
pouring.

Secondly, the Agniveer will be poorly
trained and cannot be deployed on the
frontlines. Admiral Arun Prakash has
pointed out that the normal recruit is
trained for five-six years. Besides, the
Navy and Air Force are increasingly tech-
nology-driven and no sailor or airman
can be trained in six months. Lt Gen PR
Shankar, who retired as Director General
of Artillery, in an article replete with data,
has argued that when the Agnipath
scheme is fully rolled out, India would
have an Army with soldiers incapable of
handling the Brahmos, Pinaka or Vajra
weapon system or being a gunner or a
2iC.He named it the Kindergarten Army!

Thirdly, several distinguished de-

fence officers have pointed out that a
fighting soldier must take pride in his
unit, not be risk-averse and be capable of
exhibiting leadership ina crisis situation.
No human resource textbook teaches
that such qualities can be imbibed in six
months of training. Training of a police
constable takes longer.

Fourthly, there is a tradition and
ethos in the defence forces, especially in
the Army. A soldier must be ready to die
for his country and his comrades. The
regimental system may be archaic but it
made the Indian Army among the best
fighting forces in the world. During the
four-year tour of duty, the Agniveers
know that at the end of the tenure, 75 per
cent of them will be unhappy ex-soldiers
(without the status of ex-Servicemen)
and financially insecure. Will there be ca-
maraderie or rivalry among such soldiers
during the four years? How can you ex-
pect such soldiers to make the supreme
sacrifice, if necessary.

Fifthly, imagine the consequences of
sacrificing quality, efficiency and effec-
tiveness for the sake of the economy. The
burgeoning pension bill is indeed a prob-
lem, but there is no evidence that alter-
native models were examined. The argu-
ment that the Agnipath model has been
tried and tested in Israel is puerile. Israel
has asmall population, practically no un-
employment and mandatory military
service for the youth. Why was Agnipath
not introduced as a pilot and tested be-

fore making it a universal and only mode

of recruitment to the three services? Now,
Vice Chief of the Army, General Raju, has
said Agnipathis a ‘pilot’ scheme that will
be tweaked after 4-5 years!

A CONTRACTUAL
FORCE?

The so-called changes and conces-
sions offered by the government do not
answer the fundamental question:
whether ill-trained, poorly motivated
and largely contractual defence forces
will not seriously impair the security of
the country. A 10 per cent reservation in
CAPFs, defence establishments and
CPSUs for discharged Agniveersis no an-
swer. According to the DG, Resettlement
(quoted by The Indian Express, June 21,
2022),as against the present reservation
of 10-14.5 per cent in Group C posts and
of 20-24.5 per cent in Group D posts for
ex-Servicemen, the actual percentage
employed was 1.29 (or less) in Group C
postsand 2.66 (orless)in Group D posts.

If modifications in the recruitment
to the defence forces were required, the
way to make changes was to publish a
status paper, list the issues, seek alter-
native solutions, discuss the matter in
the Parliamentary Standing Committee,
hold adebate in Parliament and frame a
law or a scheme. The ill-conceived
Agnipath scheme must be rolled back
and the government must go back to the
drawing boards.

The caste and politics of
Sena’s rise and its crisis

Dalitality
SURAJ YENGDE

Twitter @ Surajyengde

THE POLITICAL situation in Maharashtra
is in a state of flux. One of the seniormost
Shiv Sena leaders and Thane strongman,
Eknath Shinde, has defied the party lead-
ership, exposing the vulnerabilities of
Uddhav Thackeray’s leadership. If Shinde
is a Sainik in the old mould of aggressive,
street politics, the rebel camp accuses
Thackeray of being a weak administrator,
inaccessible to his party legislators except
through go-betweens, unable to stand up
toallies NCP and Congress, biased towards
his son Aaditya, and defensive over the
party's core stand of Hindutva.

How then does one understand this
situation?

The Shiv Sena has always been an is-
sue-based, reactionary congregation. It
adoptsissues and works on them till these
are used up and moves on to the next. The
first instalment of its politics was about
the rights of Marathis against Gujaratis
and then South Indians. It moved towards
Hindu nationalism gradually, thus sus-
taining its relevance.

The Hindutva brand that Uddhav es-
pouses now is, in a sense, that of his grand-
father Keshav Thackeray. Hindutva for the
Thackeray patriarch meant self-ruleand a
strike against Brahmin priesthood. Keshav
was known for his staunch anti-Brahmin,
lower-caste politics, partly owing to the
subordination of his caste group in the
varna hierarchy, as a group that worked
as scribes or pen smiths and accountants.
Uddhav too has lately been calling out the
Brahmin in the room, by hinting at the
damage caused by the RSS’s Brahminism.

Keshav’s participation in the Satya
Shodak movement with roots in the rural
base of the Shudras and Dalits also helped
Bal Thackeray at the start by giving him a
ready base. The core constituency of the
Sena was at the time the poor, migrant,
working-class population of western
Maharashtra in Mumbai. After the
Samyukta Maharashtra Movement, it
started making inroads among others.

While caste-less politics helped the
Sena, it has also been pushed into a cor-

ner on the matter. One of its most power-
ful OBC leaders, Chhagan Bhujbal, left the
party over its stand on the Mandal agita-
tion for OBC quota.

The Shiv Sena is also known for its or-
ganisational capacity. Its network runs
from gullies to the heart of the city.
However, this does not translate into an
ability to govern the state as a mature
party. Girish Kuber, the editor of Loksatta,
rightly commented in his column for
The Indian Express that the Sena is more a
loose, unorganised social body instead of
aresponsible, statutory political party.

The cadres do not see themselves as ca-
pable of self-governance; this is after be-
ing in power twice. More than social action,
they are trained in street-level instant jus-
tice, building them popularity at the
ground level. However, as the leaders go
up, they find politics must move beyond.

Then, part of the reason the Shiv Sena
was able to spread beyond the Mumbai
region was the hope it offered, even if ac-
cidentally, to Marathas insecure about the
rise of a Dalit rights movement. The fire-
brand Dalit Panthers is believed to have
inspired, in part, the aggressive tactics of
the Sena. Even the symbolism of Dalit
Panthers was tapped into by the Sena, by
choosing tiger as its symbol, against the
leaping panther of the Dalit outfit.

If the above have been both aboonand
a bane, another drawback has been the
gradual transformation of the Sena into
the kind of party (read the Congress) that
once Bal Thackeray bitterly criticised.
While he himself rose to the status of a
demi-god, somewhat in the mould of the
Gandhis, the reins of the party have
moved on to first his son and grandson.

The rest of the Sena leadership too re-
sembles other parties — most of them are
Brahmins, alongside Marathas, with some
backward caste names. Though the party
has a base in the backward castes of the
non-Mumbai region, its leaders are
mostly of dominant castes from Mumbai.

The difference is more pronounced
since Uddhav allowed Aaditya a freer
hand as he himself battled several ail-
ments. Animportant piece of the puzzle is
Uddhav’s wife Rashmi. She remains anin-
visible hand in Thackeray politics.

So will Uddhav’s Hindutva inherited
from Keshav survive the onslaught of
Modi’s Hindutva drawn from Savarkar?

Yengde, the author of Caste Matters,
curates the fortnightly ‘Dalitality’ column
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How about a blog of the
b mother as, first, a person

WITHOUT us getting into how old I am,
why is it that I feel 100 already? One rea-
son of course is the mirror, a cruel, cruel
friend. The second is what I have been
telling myself, ever since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi penned an ode to his
mother’s century and all of Motherhood.

And ever since [ watched a streaming
show where a mother of two small chil-
dren runs away with an old boyfriend —as
partof apact they made whenin college —
forafew days of “seizing her life back”. Ina
desperate cry for help, she says that she
loves those tiny, adorable beings, but that
she neverrealised that having them meant
that “she had to just hand her life over”.

And, she is only this side of 40.

If that didn’t have me thinking of
motherhood and all that it comes en-
dowed with, almost always by other peo-
ple, came the US Supreme Court judg-
ment telling women they had virtually no
right to decide whether they wanted to
bear a child or not.

So, in the off chance of my two
adorables penning a blog on their old
mother, and on the off chance that anyone
would be interested enough to read the
same, | am putting forth some pointers to
what motherhood looks like from this side.

You kids may have heard me say this
already, but I want to repeat: no, no one
“loves” staying awake nights minding a
crying child, managing their tantrums, or
separating two squabbling siblings as one
is striving to compose a thought at work.
We doitbecause, well, who else will. And,
because, you know, it is you.

Most nights, I have dozed off patting
you impatiently, too tired to sing lullabies,
forget reading a bedtime story. And yes,
after a day of handling reality, getting ex-
cited about a fairy tale you have read out
enthusiastically the first two or three
times can be tough, eveniif it breaks one’s
heart having tiny hands pry one’s eyes
open, or just watching one’s young ones
finally fall asleep.

Your friends are always welcome, but I
wish more of them would keep the music
low, the drinking slower, and rinse their
glasses. Modi’s description suggestsamuch
simpler life. Since [ can’t aspire for that, this
is where you can make a start.

Next, forget all those smiling, immac-
ulate mothers on TV. The species does not
exist. There is nothing a mother wants or
needs more, than some time to herself. To

let her hair down and put her feet up, be-
fore getting both fixed by an expert beau-
tician on call.

Cooking elaborate meals, keeping the
house and the kitchen and the closets clean,
letting dirty clothes pass, and smile, smile
—it’sall very well. We all try hard to be su-
permoms, before realising we've been had:
no one makes a movie about them.

The moralis that should you kids write
thatblog, do go ahead and recount all that
I did for you — I can always jog your mem-
ory — but hopefully also remember me
for the things I did only for myself. As a
person with notjust needs, but also wants.
Like sneaking out alone and enjoying it,
un-guiltily, locking the door to watch non-
family (politely put) TV, discovering ‘Me
Time’ as a thing, and picking Maggi over a
full-course dinner. One unhealthy meal
never killed anyone and Maggi, not a hot
phulka lovingly raised to a perfect moon,
is every mother’s secret joy at the end or

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

the beginning of any tough day — and let
no one tell you otherwise.

Let it above all be a story that I wrote
for myself, not one by a head of state or
any apex court.

Should I be around at 100, and up to a
celebration, or even a blog, dress me up in
something sunny, lead me into the park,
put on some music, and let’s all say cheers,
raise some toasts and dig into some un-
wholesome delights. Do not let my false
teeth come in the way, respect my well-
aged nostrils and soon-to-shrivel tongue.
Don't cradle them inabowl of water or bow
before them, but just help me to my feet.

Ieven have a bhajan planned for when
I meet the Maker: “All the hot girls put your
hands up 'n’say, Om Shanti Om”. Allow me
toreminisce a bit, about the girl who loved
the Khan. And her family — of course.

National Editor Shalini Langer curates
the ‘She Said’ column
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ON THAT first day of the year, when the
world vows to undertake determined self-
improvement, my humble resolutions for
2022 were to figure out what a podcast is,
and to understand what “metaverse”, a
term so liberally bandied about these days,
actually means.

In a fit of enthusiasm, I also promised
myself that I'll read up on cryptocurren-
cies.It’s late June and I have half-heartedly
listened to some podcasts (a fancy word
for online talk. It's perfectly alright to go
through life without listening to one). But
my knowledge of complex topics like
blockchains and bitcoins remains abysmal.

There is always a bewildering amount
of technological advancement to catch up
on.Isuspect many people know the buzz-

The digital avatar’s new clothes

words but lack any genuine understand-
ing like me.

My interest in what [ would normally
deem deadly boring was piqued by an an-
nouncement by luxury fashion brands
Balenciaga and Prada, when they said they
will be selling digital designs for peoples’
avatars on Instagram and Facebook
Messenger.

Apparently, there are people willing to
spend real money to dress up their fake
selves to appear super trendy in their on-
line lives.

You could be lounging in Uniglo tracks
athome, but if you buy digital fashion, your
friends on social media will see you wear-
ing Balenciaga Fall 22 collection’s three-
piece jeans and distressed trench coats.

The idea of buying clothes that don’t
exist sounds crazy initially; but if people
can spend millions on digital assets in art,
unperturbed that their purchases don’t

have a tangible form — content merely
with digital bragging rights — the rise of
virtual clothes shouldn’t be surprising.

Aspects of new tech provoke sneering
ridicule because us obsolete, middle-aged
relics are inclined to ask a reasonable
question: who cares what brands a car-
toonish-looking avatar on a computer
screen is wearing?

Our generation was brought up on
down-to-earth wisdom, taught to always
mind the gap between projection and re-
ality — in other words, lies — but the vir-
tual realm calmly accepts human frailties
and the restless impulse we constantly
suppress to escape our lives.

As our actual world seemingly hurtles
towards destruction, war and displace-
ment, the urge to flee to a safe online
refuge only increases.

For alot of humanity, reality is frustrat-
ingly tragic, so an imaginary avatar, over

which you can exert full control, must be
hard toresist.

Voila! Now, even if you are short, fat
and furry in person, there is the option to
be a sexy blonde character, donning shim-
mering gold on Instagram.

Is that a lie? Not if we stop thinking of

digital lives being rooted in an illusory
dystopia. Technology has proven reality
need not be the singular version we're fa-
miliar with.

The idea that we contain multitudes is
not new. Gabriel Garcia Marquez had
noted in the early 20th century thatall hu-
man beings have three lives — public, pri-
vate and secret — and they are all crucial
to the human experience.

Life is hard and long, but not too long
to explore other, myriad, sides of the self.
We should take our cues from 15-year-
olds, who don’t make hierarchical distinc-
tions between their online and physical

lives to unapologetically tap into
the boundless possibilities the virtual
world offers. How do we know the world
is real? Philosophers have been contem-
plating since Plato’s time. The Matrix forced
us to consider whether we're being ma-
nipulated in a simulation.

Perhaps, it's more important that hu-
manity has readily embraced the idea that
the real is whatever we want it to be. Head
on over to British influencer Daniella
Loftus’s handle on Instagram @thisoutfit-
doesnotexist, where imagination disre-
gards the limitations of clothing.

Inone image, darts fly out of her bustier
and in another, liquid fire pours out of a
leopard skin skirt. It's wildly escapist, arich
mix of sartorial performance and self-ex-
pression.

This is new, uninhabited design terri-
tory, maybe, a conceptual leap too far —
but that doesn’t make it any less real.

New Delhi
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A disgraceful
saga

ALMOST MORE squalid than the squalid
shenanigans in Maharashtra last week is
the casual manner in which we have ac-
cepted this new normal. It no longer sur-
prises us that our elected representatives
betray the people’s mandate by switch-
ing sides midstream. It no longer surprises
us that when a plot forms to bring down
a government, those elected by some of
the poorest people in India should luxuri-
ate for several days in five-star hotels and
travel in private jets. Why are we no longer
shocked by the amorality that has come
to characterise our political culture? Why
does the Election Commission not ask
some questions?

It is vital that questions start being
asked. Or there is not the smallest hope
that in this ‘new India’, the worst habits
and practices of that old India will end.
And it must. We badly need a political cul-
ture that is not defined by cynicism, cor-
ruption, and chicanery. It is no small thing
for the government of one of our most im-
portant states to be brought down before
it has completed its term. But after we saw
what happened in Madhya Pradesh and
Goa, our sensibilities have got numbed.

The news channels covered last week’s
events as if we were witnessing a cricket
match, nota political crisis. Breathless re-
porters followed the main characters
around, sticking microphones in their
faces and demanding to know the score.
‘The numbers? What are the numbers?’
Then, exactly like a cricket team would
pose after winning a match, Eknath
Shinde and his gang of rebels posed for a
group photo at the Radisson Blu Hotel in
Guwahati. They travelled there on char-
tered flights from a luxury resort in Surat
in the dead of the night. When they were
spotted at Surat airport and TV reporters
tried to fling the ‘numbers, numbers’
questions at the rebel Shiv Sena MLAs,
they were shooed away by Gujarat police-
men. Why the secrecy? Why the need to
be confined to hotel rooms? Why the
need for the BJP to deny involvement in
the whole murky scheme, when its fin-
gerprints are so clearly visible?

The mastermind of the whole sordid
saga is Maharashtra’s former Chief
Minister, who has been trying to bring
down Uddhav Thackeray’s government
from the day it was formed. It is hard to
say for certain why the Shiv Sena chose
not to stick with the BJP after contesting
the 2019 Assembly elections as a coalition.
But rumour has it that there was an un-
derstanding that the Chief Minister after
this second electoral victory would be
from the Shiv Sena. Devendra Fadnavis
was so desperate not to lose his job that
he tried to hang on by persuading Ajit
Pawar to be sworn in as Deputy Chief
Minister with himself as Chief Minister in
a very irregular, pre-dawn ceremony.
Uncle Sharad was not having any of this,
so Fadnavis was CM for just three days.

Undeterred by this failed attempt to
grab power, Fadnavis has continued with
his mission to get his job back. When two
sadhus were killed by villagers in Palghar,
the incident was used to accuse Uddhav
Thackeray of not speaking out loudly
enough for Hindutva. It is the Hindutva
card that has remained in play. It hasbeen
used by Shiv Sena rebels as a reason to
rebel. Ostensibly with the pious aim to
keep Balasaheb Thackeray's ‘legacy’ alive
by partnering with a political party that
has shining Hindutva credentials, instead
of battered secular ones. It sounds like no
more than a last-minute excuse for
breaking a political party and bringing
down a government.

Personally,am no fan of the Shiv Sena.
Its political ideology has no appeal for me,
and its resort to violence at the smallest
provocation appals me. But as someone
who lives in Mumbai, I am forced to con-
cede that Uddhav ran a reasonably com-
petent government. His handling of the
pandemic has earned him praise across
the country and Mumbai has come back
to life and commerce with remarkable
speed. It has also been something of anin-
teresting political lesson to observe how
the Shiv Sena’s rougher edges have soft-
ened because of its alliance with two sec-
ular political parties.

It is hard, before the deadline of this
column, to predict what will happen now.
What can be said and what needs to be
said is that we must start demanding an
end toa political culture that damages not
just governments but India.

It is disheartening to watch the worst
habits of the Congress party, especially of
Indira Gandhi, being embraced by the BJP,
especially when the Prime Minister loses
no chance to remind us that we live in a
‘new India’ in which the motto is ‘reform,
perform, transform’. The words rhyme
neatly but they remain meaningless as
long as the BJP continues to keep alive a
political culture that was despicable even
in the ‘old India’

Frankly what puzzles me is why the
BJP is so keen to grab power in states
where it fails to win elections. Why does
it not concentrate instead on reforming,
performing, and transforming in states
thatit already rules, so that it will be eas-
ier to win elections in states that have
given some other political formation a
mandate to govern? If BJP chief ministers
could show that they are much better at
governance than others, voters in other
states would willingly choose them.
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MARKET WATCH
O1L SEES SECOND WEEKLY DECLINE

London: Oil benchmarks notched their second weekly decline on
concern that rising interest rates could push the world economy
into recession. Brent crude settled at $113.12 a barrel, and US West
Texas Intermediate crude at $107.62 a barrel. REUTERS
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AMID CONCERNS OVER CARDS BY NON-BANK PPI ISSUERS TO EXTEND SHORT-TERM LOANS TO l‘eCOllp payment

RBI eyes BNPL norms, toropein fintech

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

AFTER SLAPPING curbs on non-
bank buy now pay later (BNPL)
companies, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) is likely to come out
with guidelines for the BNPL seg-
ment which was using pre-paid
instruments (PPIs) to extend
short-term, interest-free loans to
customers for online purchases.

“This novel method shall be
examined, and issuance of ap-
propriate guidelines on pay-
ments involving BNPL shall be
explored,” the central bank said
inits Payments Vision 2025 doc-
ument. The RBI had last week
communicated to non-bank PPI
issuers — or BNPL companies —
to stop issuing cards where the
funds are loaded through a credit
line from NBFCs, sending jitters
in the segment.

According to banking ob-
servers, the Reserve Bank is not
happy with fintech companies
using PPIs as a credit instrument,
circumventing the regulatory

Bharat NCAP
rollout in
April 2023

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

THE UPCOMING Bharat New Car
Assessment Program (NCAP),
which proposes amechanism of
awarding ‘Star Ratings’ to auto-
mobiles based upon their per-
formance in crash tests, will be
introduced on April 1,2023, an
official statement said Saturday.
Bharat NCAPis applicable on
type approved motor vehicles of
category M1 (motor vehicles
used for the carriage of passen-
gers, comprising eight seats, in
addition to driver’s seat) with
gross vehicle weight less than 3.5
tonnes, manufactured or im-
ported in the country, according
tothe statement. The standard is
aligned with global benchmarks
and it is beyond minimum reg-
ulatory requirements, it added.
The Bharat NCAP rating will
provide consumers an indication
of the level of protection offered
to occupants by evaluating the
vehicle in the areas of — adult oc-
cupant protection, child occu-
pant protection and safety assist
technologies, it further said.
The testing of vehicles for this
programme will be carried out
at testing agencies, with the nec-
essary infrastructure, it added.
Inaseries of tweets on Friday,
Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari
said Bharat NCAP will serve as a
consumer-centric platform, al-
lowing customers to opt for safer
cars based upon their star-rat-
ings, while promoting a healthy
competitionamong OEMsin the
country to manufacture safer ve-
hicles. WITHPTI

—— BRIEFLY —
Flying schools

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said it has stopped
operations of two flying
training schools in Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat due to
serious safety concerns. In
one case, operations were
stopped till such time the
runway is suitable for flying
operations, whileinanother
it was observed that three
aircraft had dysfunctional
fuel gauge indicators. The
DGCA did not mention the
names of the flying schools.

FEL default

New Delhi: Debt-ridden
Future Enterprises Ltd (FEL)
has defaulted on interest
payment of Rs 4.10 crore for
its non-convertible deben-
tures. The due date for pay-
mentwasJune 24,2022, FEL
saidinaregulatory filing. PTI

Applestaffunion

San Francisco: Apple Inc ac-
cepts the outcome of a vote
by Maryland store workers
to become its first US em-
ployees to join a union and
is ready to bargain with
them, a source told Reuters
on Friday. REUTERS

EXPLAINED

How does a
BNPL company
e operate?

A CUSTOMER who holds a BNPL card or account can make
apurchase at a participating retailer and opt for the ‘Buy
now, pay later’ option. After the purchase, the customer
canrepay the BNPL firm in a series of interest-free EMIs —
unlike credit cards which carry a high interest rate of 42
per cent — spread over 3 months or as alumpsum amount.
If it remains unpaid, interest will be charged.

The BNPL company will pay the merchant
immediately. However, for a purchase of Rs 500, instead of
settling the full Rs 500, they would pay something like Rs
470 or Rs 450 and pocket the difference. The merchant
agrees to give a discount to the BNPL firm.

oversight. The banking regulator
is in discussion with fintech
players to find a way out and
bring the segment under a reg-
ulatory framework so that PPIs
are used as a payment instru-
mentand notasacreditavenue.

While BNPL services have de-
veloped into a new payment

‘Organised food services

mode alongside the existing
payment modes like cards, UPI
and net banking, it has remained
outside the direct RBI regulation.
This channel, facilitated by a few
payment aggregators, leverages
the existing nodal account (es-
crow account after authorisa-
tion) to route payments between

to raise market share,

grow to $37 bn by 2025’

Organised food services is likely to grow to $37 billion by

2025, capturing 46% share of India’s food services market,
up from 40% at present, a Kotak Institutional Equities report
said. Within this sector, the quick service restaurant (QSR)

segment is key, led by brands like Domino’s, KFC, etc.

COFFEE A BURGER ' CHICKEN ' SANDWICH ' PIZZA @ CHINESE ' BIRYANI

Jubilant Foodworks, which
operates Domino’s Pizzaand
Dunkin’ Donuts franchisees, is the
market leader in the pizza
segment, and has forayed into new
segments like sandwiches and
burger with Popeye’s

McDonald’s, which is operated by

.
=

Penetration level: Compared to
the global setup, QSR chainsin
burgerand chicken segmentsare
underpenetrated, while Domino’s
Pizza,at 1,314 stores, has the
second most storesin Indiaafter US

a BNPL customer and a mer-
chant. “We welcome RBI's move
on barring wallet and PPIs top up
from the credit lines. This will
bring more transparency in the
fintech lending space. We be-
lieve the main purpose of a PPI
licence is to act as a payment in-
strument and not as a credit in-
strument,” said Nipun Jain, CEO,
RapiPay Fintech Ltd.

The latest regulation is prob-
ably coming from recent devel-
opments wherein newer busi-
ness models of credit-based
payment products were built by
companies using PPl as a vehicle,
analysts said. The RBI has raised
concerns on funding of these PPI
instruments through a credit
line from an NBFC, Kotak
Securities said in a report.

The RBI's working group on
digital lending had recently pro-
posed restricting balance sheet
lending by digital lending apps
(DLAs) only to regulated entities
of the central bank or entities
registered under any other law
for specifically undertaking
lending business, enacting a sep-

arate legislation to prevent ille-
gal digital lending activities and
treating BNPL as part of balance
sheet lending, and prohibition
on unregulated entities from of-
fering first loss default guaran-
tee (FLDG).

Another major factor that
worries the RBI could be the high
delinquency levels in the BNPL
segment. In the case of 60 days
past due (DPD) credit, delin-
quencies in the BNPL segment
are 18.9 per cent whereas non-
BNPL show 10.1 per cent delin-
quencies, according to
TransUnion Cibil data.

BNPLis India’s fastest-grow-
ing online payment method
with a significant impact on
banks, large merchants and card
schemes. Due to its hassle-free
on-boarding experience, exten-
sion of credit facility, low-cost
structure for the customer and
facilitating easy repayments,
BNPLis growing popular among
young income earners.

Some of the popular BNPL
companies are LazyPay, Simpl,
ZestMoney, Amazon Pay Later,
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QSRSEGMENT ININDIA IS MAINLY DISTRIBUTED ACROSS SUB-SEGMENTS SUCHAS
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Margindilution: Thereportalso
highlighted that prima facie,
delivery orders through online food
delivery platforms such as

Swiggy and Zomato are margin
dilutive as compared todine-in

RICE BOWLS

orders because of 18-20%
commissions for order and delivery.
This additional cost is partly

offset by higher online prices

and restaurant
handling/packaging charges

NUMBER OF QSR STORES IN MAJOR ECONOMIES WITH GLOBAL RANK

two different franchisee ownersin COUNTRY McDONALD’S DOMINO’S PIZZAHUT BURGERKING | KFC
India, is amarket leaderin the (Rank) (Rank) (Rank) (Rank) (Rank)
b“'ge“egmfnl"’;”ﬁ has ef"‘:;lged United States | 13,683 (1) 6,355 (1) 6,536(1) 7138(1) 4,062(2)
as asuccesstul challengerinine -
coffee segment China 3,383(2) 300(11) 2,355(2) 1,200(2) 7,900(1)
Japan 2,909(3) 706(5) 444(7) 90(15) 1,581(3)
Suzway;sthe sehgmentleader iln France 1,485(4) 423(10) 133(13) 371(10) 276(11)
sandwiches, with approximately .
29,5 billionin system salesin FY20 India 464(13) 1,314(2) 540(4) 270(13) 550(9)
Compiled by ENS Economic Bureau Note: List is not exhaustive; Source: Kotak Institutional Equities
PRICE COMPARISON ACROSS MAJOR QSR CHAINS
| McDONALD'S| BURGERKING | DOMINO'S | KFC_ | SUBWAY
Cheapest veg McAloo Crispy Pizza Mania Veg Zinger Chhota Margherita
Tikki Burger | Veg Tomato/Onion Burger Sub
Price (%) 47 55 59 125 85 129
Cheapest non-veg Masala King Pizza Mania Classic Chhota Chicken
Egg Burger Egg ChickenSausage = ChickenZingerr Sub Sausage
Price (%) 50 60 95 139 85 199
Popular/mid-range veg McVeggie Veg Whopper Margherita Veg Rice Chatpata Veggie
Jrlite (Regular) Bowl Meal Chana Sub Feast
Price (%) 104 109 99 160 176 199
Popular/mid-range non-veg McSpicy Chicken Pepper BBQ H&CRice Chicken Chicken
Chicken Whopper]rLite Chicken (Regular) Bowl Meal Tikka Sub and Corn
Price (%) 164 109 185 185 219 269
Veg Combo McAloo Crispy Veg WFH Veg Veg Zinger Veg Sub My Box
Tikki Meal Combo Combo Meal with Cookie = Veg
Price (%) 180 184 199 215 210 199
Non-veg Combo McChicken King Egg WFH Non-veg Classic Non-vegsub = MyBox
Meal Combo Combo Zinger Meal with Cookie = Non-veg
Price (%) 252 188 199 229 262 259

Source: Kotak Institutional Equities

In the chicken segment, KFC — operated by Devyani International and Sapphire Foods — is the market leader but remained a weak
challenger in the burger segment. Pizza Hut, also operated by these franchisee owners, is a distant second in the pizza segment

Ola Money Postpaid, Paytm
Postpaid, Flexmoney, Slice, UNI
and EPayLater.

“Regulatory clarity for big
tech and fintechs as well as BNPL
will really help entities plan long
term and invest even more in
fintech in India,” said Avinash
Godkhindi, MD and CEO, Zaggle.

The RBI ban on credit lines
from NBFCs is likely to hit fintech
companies in the BNPL segment.
BNPL companies are active on
Zomato, Swiggy and other e-
commmerce sites.

For customers around the
globe, e-commerce payment
preferences continue to shift
away from cash and credit cards
towards digital wallets and
BNPL. In its report ‘Digital
Payments in India: A US$10
Trillion Opportunity’, BCG said
the digital payment market In
India will be $10 trillion in the
next five years (by 2026), with
non-cash contributions com-
prising 65 per cent of all pay-
ments and two out of three
transactions will be digital in the
next five years.

Goyal: Keen
on second PLI
scheme for
textiles sector

—ai M
PIYUSH GOYAL

Commerce Minister PTI file

BANIKINKARPATTANAYAK
COIMBATORE, JUNE 25

THE GOVERNMENT is planning
to roll out a second production-
linked incentive (PLI) scheme for
the labour-intensive textiles and
garment sector following good
response to the first such pro-
gramme, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Saturday.

Speaking at an event in
Coimbatore, Goyal said: “We are
keen to support the apparel
manufacturing sector... Talks are
going on between the ministry
of textiles, the DPIIT and NITI
Aayog. We will be shortly devis-
inga scheme after consulting the
industry. We will then put up a
proposal for Cabinet approval.”

The government has already
selected 61 companies, includ-
ing Shahi Exports, Arvind Mills,
Gokaldas Exports and Monte
Carlo, under its first PLI scheme
for man-made fibre and techni-
cal textiles products. FE

S for GST dues, nod

for compensation
cess levy till Mar 26

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

AHEAD OF the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council meet-
ing on June 28-29, the Finance
Ministry has notified the exten-
sion of the levy and collection of
compensation cess under the in-
direct regime till March 2026.

This extension of cess levy is
in line with an earlier approval
accorded by the GST Council last
year for repayment of loans
meant to compensate states for
the five-year period since July
2017 rollout and is not for any ex-
tension of compensation to
states beyond June 2022.

The Finance Ministry has no-
tified the Goods and Services Tax
(Period of Levy and Collection of
Cess) Rules, 2022, according to
which the period for “levy and
collection of cess under sub-sec-
tion (1) of section 8 of the Goods
and Services Tax (Compensation
to States) Act, 2017 shall be upto
the 31st March, 2026".

The GST Council had in
September 2021 decided to con-
tinue compensation cess levy
only for repayment of borrowed
amounts beyond June 2022.
“That (compensation to states)
ends with five years. The five-
year (period) ends in July 2022.
Beyond July 2022, the cess that
we are collecting, as agreed in
the 43rd Council meeting, was
for the purpose of repaying the
loan. That commences in July
2022, and goes on till March
2026 - only and only for paying
the loan given to states since last
year,”Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had said while brief-
ing media after the 45th GST
Council meeting last September.

Under GST, as per the Goods
and Services Tax (Compensation
to States) Act, 2017, states were
guaranteed compensation at the
compounded rate of 14 per cent
from the base year 2015-16 for
losses arising due to implemen-
tation of the taxation regime for
five years since its rollout. The
compensation regime will end
this month. “This is just to enable
repayment of loan and pending
compensation dues pertaining
to the period of five years. This
extension is to pay the remain-
ing compensation pertaining to
that five year period, which in-
cludes theloan,” a senior Finance
Ministry official said.

States have been demanding
an extension of the compensa-
tion regime under GST and are
expected to again raise the de-
mand in the upcoming meeting.

As per the compensation-re-
lated calculations prepared for
the Council meeting next week,
Rs 89,783 crore has been re-
leased to states in this fiscal with
the compensation cess fund now
having negative balance of Rs
59,801 crore. As per dataonrev-

NOTIFICATION BY
FINANCE MINISTRY
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B The Finance Ministry
has notified the Goods
and Services Tax (Period
of Levy and Collection of
Cess) Rules, 2022

enue growth collated for the
Council meeting, the all-India
average shortfall between the
protected revenue and the post
settlement gross State GST
(SGST) revenue was 27.2 per cent
in 2021-22 as against 37.9 per
centin2020-21.

In2021-22, only five of the 31
states/ UTs — Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim — registered a revenue
growth higher than the pro-
tected revenue rate for states un-
der GST. Puducherry, Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh have recorded
the highest revenue gap be-
tween the protected revenue
and post-settlement gross state
GSTrevenue in FY22.

In May, the Centre had
cleared the entire GST compen-
sation payable till date by releas-
ing Rs 86,912 crore to states. Of
this, Rs 25,000 crore was re-
leased from the GST compensa-
tion fund and the balance Rs
61,912 crore was released by the
Centre from its own resources
pending collection of cess.

The states’ protected revenue
grew at a slower rate than the
guaranteed 14 per cent com-
pounded growth in recent years
and Covid-19 further increased
the gap between protected rev-
enue and the actual revenue re-
ceiptincluding reductionin cess
collection. In order to meet the
resource gap of the states due to
short release of compensation,
the Centre borrowed and releas-
ed Rs 1.1 lakh crore in FY21 and
Rs 1.59 lakh crore in FY22 as ba-
ck-to-back loans to meet a part
of the shortfall in cess collection.

Of the total compensation re-
leased in May, Rs 17,973 crore
was towards April and May dues,
Rs 21,322 crore towards
February-March dues and Rs
47,617 crore was the balance of
compensation payable up to
January 2022.The Centre hasre-
paid Rs 7,500 crore as interest
cost for the borrowing in 2021-
22 and around Rs 14,000 crore is
estimated to be paid this fiscal.
From the next financial year, the
repayment of principal amount
is expected to start and it will
continue till March 2026.

Nilekani: Capital return of over
24,100 cr in FY22 by Infosys

New Delhi: IT services firm
Infosys gave capital return of
over Rs 24,100 crore (about $3.1
billion) in FY22 with a total div-
idend of Rs 31 per share along
with share buyback of over Rs
11,000 crore, company'’s co-
founder and chairman Nandan
Nilekani said Saturday.
Speaking at the 41st Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of the

company, Nilekani announced
that the 2021-22 fiscal has been
a year of exceptional growth —
19.7 per cent in constant cur-
rency — bringing in $16.3 billion,
which is the fastest growth that
Infosys has recorded in 11 years.

He said that the company’s
board has recommended a final
dividend of Rs 16 per share
which along with the interim

dividend of Rs 15 per share leads
to a total dividend of Rs 31 per
share in FY2022.

“With this, the company has
announced a total dividend of
approx.Rs 13,000 crore for FY22.
Along with the share buyback of
over Rs 11,000 crore completed
in September, the total capital re-
turn in FY22 is over Rs 24,100
crore,” Nilekani said. PTI

AFTER US SUPREME COURT OVERTURNS 1973 RULING THAT RECOGNISED WOMAN’S CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO AN ABORTION

Disney, other US cos offer abortion travel benefit after Roe decision

DAVID SHEPARDSON &
DAWN CHMIELEWSKI
NEW YORK, JUNE 25

US COMPANIES including Walt
Disney Co and Facebook parent
Meta Platforms Inc said on
Friday they will cover employ-
ees’ expenses if they have to
travel for abortion services after
the US Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v Wade.

The US Supreme Court on
Friday overturned the landmark
1973 ruling that recognized a
woman'’s constitutional right to

anabortion, handinga victory to
Republicans and religious con-
servatives who want to limit or
banand, in some states criminal-
ize, the procedure.

Many states are expected to
further restrict or ban abortions
following the ruling, making it
difficult for female employees to
terminate pregnancies unless
they travel to states where the
procedure is allowed.

For example, in Oklahoma a
bill due to take effect in August
bans abortion except in medical
emergencies and penalizes
providers who violate the law

FOR ‘ACCESS TO QUALITY HEALTHCARE’

WALT DISNEY Co said it
remains committed to
providing comprehensive
access to quality
healthcare, and will cover
the cost of employees who
need to travel to another

location to access care, -
including for an abortion Reuters file
withupto$100,000infinesand  New York and Maryland.

10 years in prison. States offer-
ing abortion protections include

Disney told employees on
Friday that it remains commit-

ted to providing comprehensive
access to quality healthcare, in-
cluding for abortions, said a
spokesperson. Disney’s benefits
will cover the cost of employees
who need to travel to another lo-
cation to access care, including
to obtain an abortion.
Facebook owner Meta will
reimburse travel expenses for
employees seeking out-of-state
reproductive care, but the com-
pany was also “assessing how
best to do so given the legal com-
plexities involved,” according to
a spokesperson. But Meta also
moved to limit internal discus-

New Delhi

sion of the ruling. Moderators on
its forum Workplace removed
posts mentioning abortion, cit-
ing a “respectful communica-
tions” policy barring employee
discussions of political topics, ac-
cording to a LinkedIn post by a
Meta employee in Seattle.
Moderators also took down links
to Facebook posts by outgoing
chief operating officer Sheryl
Sandberg that condemned the
ruling, the employee wrote.
The Meta spokesperson de-
clined to comment on internal
policy when asked about the re-
ports of limiting internal discus-

sion.

Policies supporting abortions
varied among companies.

Dick’s Sporting Goods CEO
Lauren Hobart said on LinkedIn
that the company would pay up
to $4,000in travel for employees
or their family members and a
support person if abortion was
not available nearby.

Companies that offer reim-
bursements for abortion-related
travel could be vulnerable to
lawsuits by anti-abortion groups
and Republican-led states, and
even potential criminal penal-
ties. REUTERS
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USregulators will soon

take a call on booster
shotupdate. AP

USA

Pfizer: Tweaked
Covid shots
boost Omicron
protection

PFIZER ANNOUNCED
Saturday that tweaking
its Covid-19 vaccine to
better target the omicron
variant is safe and works
— just days before regu-
lators debate whether to
offer Americans updated
booster shots this fall.
The vaccines currently
used in the U S still offer
strong protection against
severe Covid-19 disease
and death -- especially if
people have gotten a
booster dose. But those
vaccines target the origi-
nal coronavirus strain
and their effectiveness
against any infection
dropped markedly when
the super-contagious
Omicron mutant
emerged. AP

AFGHANISTAN
Pakistan joins
Afghan quake
relief effort

Islamabad: A Pakistani
military cargo plane car-
rying relief goods for
Afghanistan's earth-
quake-affected people
landed at the Khost air-
port Saturday, officials
said, as tents, food and
medical supplies rolled
into the mountainous
region. Thousands were
left homeless or injured
by this week's powerful
earthquake in eastern
Afghanistan, which state
media said killed 1,150
people. Among the dead
from Wednesday's mag-
nitude 6 quake are 121
children and that figure
is expected to climb, said
the U N children's
agency representative in
Afghanistan. AP

BURKINA FASO
Military gives
civilians 2 weeks
toevacuate
ahead of ops

Ouagadougou: Burkina
Faso's army has given
civilians two weeks to
evacuate vast areasin its
northern and southeast-
ern regions ahead of
military operations
against [slamist insur-
gents, it said on Friday.
The army this week or-
dered civilians to leave
two large "military in-
terest zones" to protect
them, but did not spec-
ify or where they should
go. REUTERS

OUTCRY AFTER U.S. COURT OVERTURNS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO ABORTION

UN, leaders of close American allies join
global condemnation of abortion ruling

REUTERS
JUNE 25

SEVERAL WORLD leaders, in-
cluding from close American al-
lies Britain, Canada and France,
have criticised the US Supreme
Court ruling that overturned the
constitutional right to abortion
in the country.

The decided to overturn the
50-year-old Roe v Wade judge-
ment that guaranteed access to
abortion across the country
means that all questions of legal-
ity and access to abortion will
now go to America’s individual
states, some of whom immedi-
ately putabortion bans into place.

French President Emmanuel
Macron condemned the court
ruling in a post on Twitter.

“Abortion is a fundamental
right for all women. We must
protectit.I would like to express
my solidarity with all those
women whose freedoms have
today been compromised by the
US Supreme Court,” he said.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said: “The news
coming outof the United Statesis
horrific. My heart goes out to the
millions of American women
who are now set tolose their legal
right to an abortion... No govern-
ment, politician, or man should
tell a woman what she can and
cannot do with her body.”

The Prime Minister of the UK,
one of the US’s closest allies, also
expressed his disagreement with
the decision.

“I think it’s a big step back-
wards ... I've always believed in a
woman's right to choose and |
stick to that view and that is why
the UK has the laws that it does,”
he said.

The UN human rights chief
has termed the US Supreme

Abortion is a fundamental
right for allwomen. We
must protect it. | would
like to express my
solidarity with all those
women whose freedoms
have today been
compromised by the US
Supreme Court”

EMMANUEL MACRON
FRENCH PRESIDENT

Court ruling a “huge blow” to
women's humanrights and gen-
der equality as UN agencies
warned that restricting access to
abortion does not prevent people
from seeking it but simply makes
it “more deadly.”

“This decision strips such au-
tonomy from millions of women
inthe US, in particular those with
low incomes and those belong-
ing toracial and ethnicminorities,
to the detriment of their funda-
mental rights,” UN High
Commissioner for HumanRights
Michelle Bachelet said.

The World Health
Organisation tweeted that every
year over 25 million unsafe
abortions take place and up to
37,000 women die. It warned
that evidence shows that re-
stricting access to abortion does
not reduce the number of abor-
tions that occur. Restrictions are,
however, more likely to drive
women and girls towards unsafe
procedures.

Ata protest against the Supreme Court decision, in New York City on Friday. Reuters

Dems hope to harness outrage,
sadness over top court decision

STEVEPEOPLES

& MIKE CATALINI
YARDLEY (PENNSYLVANIA),
JUNE 25

THE SHOCK quickly turned to
sadness for Victoria Lowe.

The 37-year-old lawyer,
working outside a cafe in subur-
ban Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
said she couldn’t believe the
Supreme Court stripped away
the constitutional right to abor-
tion that women have had her
entire life. She started to cry.

In the immediate aftermath
of one of the Supreme Court’s
most consequential rulings, it
was too soon to know how
deeply the political landscape

Pakistan Army chief Bajwa
meets Musharraf in Dubai

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, JUNE 25

PAKISTAN ARMY chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa
recently visited the ailing former
president and army chief Gen
(retd) Pervez Musharraf in Dubai,
the media reported on Saturday.

Gen Bajwa, accompanied by
top physicians of the Pakistan
Army, spent some time with Gen
Musharraf and his family at their
apartment in Dubai while the
army doctors examined the 78-
year-old former military ruler,
The Express Tribune newspaper

quoted a source, who was also
present during the meeting, as
saying.The former military ruler
was in 2018 in the UAE diagnosed
with the life-threatening health
condition called Amyloidosis.

According to the sources
close to the former military
ruler's family, “Gen Musharraf
and his family greeted the Chief
of Army Staff (COAS) with great
delight”.

However, there was no offi-
cial word on the COAS visit to
Dubai from the military's media
wing. The family of Musharraf,
who has been living in self-exile
in Dubai since 2016, has yet not

made up their mind to fly him
back to Pakistan. Earlier this
week, the family ruled out the
possibility citing lack of proper
treatment in Pakistan.

“Anuninterrupted supply and
administration of experimental
drug Daratumumab needed
alongside associated treatment
of Amyloidosis are currently not
available in Pakistan,” the family
wrote on Musharraf's Twitter
handle on June 21.

On June 14, The Express
Tribune reported that the exiled
general had expressed a desire
to spend the rest of his life in
Pakistan. PTI

‘Lahore court gave 15-yr jail term to
LeT’s Sajid Mir over terror financing’

MZULQERNAIN
LAHORE, JUNE 25

SAJID MIR, a senior Lashkar-e-
Toiba operative and the alleged
mastermind of the 26/11
Mumbai attacks, who was once
presumed dead, has been jailed
for over 15 years in a terror-fi-
nancing case, alawyer associated
with the case said.

The Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) of Pakistan’s
Punjab Police, which often issues
convictions of the suspectsinsuch
cases to the media, did not notify
Mir’s conviction.

“An anti-terrorism court in
Lahore early this month had
handed down 15 and a half years
jail term to Sajid Majeed Mir, an
activist of banned Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT),inaterror-financing case,” a

senior lawyer associated with ter-
ror financing cases of LeT and
Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) leaders
told PTIon Friday. The lawyer fur-
ther said Mir has been in the Kot
Lakhpatjailin Lahore since his ar-
restin April. He said the courtalso
imposed afine of over Rs4lakhon
the convict. Pakistani authorities
had in the past claimed he had
died, but Western countries re-
mained unconvinced. PTI

had shifted. But in this politically
competitive corner of one of the
most important swing states in
the US, embattled Democrats
hope to harness the emotion
from women like Lowe to reset
what has been an otherwise bru-
tal election year environment.
For much of the year, the
threat to abortion rights has
seemed somewhat theoretical.
But the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion ensures that abortion will
be a central issue in US politics
for the foreseeable future.
That’s especially true as re-
strictions begin to take effect.
Pregnant women considering
abortions already had been deal-
ing with a near-complete ban in
Oklahomaand a prohibition after

roughly six weeks in Texas. Clinics
in at least eight other states —
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas,
Kentucky, Missouri, South Dakota,
Wisconsin and West Virginia —
stopped performing abortions af-
ter Friday’s decision.

Atthe same time, Democratics
raised the prospect of a silver lin-
ing. “Democrats have areal oppor-
tunity right now to harness this
anger, to harness the sadness,”
Democratic strategist MoElleithee
said. “We are setting the founda-
tion to ensure that Democrats stay
in the White House, so that the
next time, there’s an opening on
the bench, on the federal bench
anywhere, that we've got a
Democratic president making that
appointment.” AP

Biden signs landmark
gun measure, says
lives will be saved

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, JUNE 25

PRESIDENT JOE Biden on
Saturday signed the most sweep-
ing gunviolence billin decades, a
bipartisan compromise that
seemed unimaginable until are-
cent series of mass shootings, in-
cluding the massacre of 19 stu-
dentsand two teachers ata Texas
elementary school.

“Time is of the essence. Lives
will be saved,” he said in the
Roosevelt Room of the White
House. Citing the families of
shooting victims he has met, the
president said, “Their message
to us was, ‘Do something.” How
many times did we hear that?
‘Just do something. For God’s
sake, just do something.’ Today
we did.”

The House gave final ap-
proval Friday, following Senate
passage Thursday, and Biden
acted just before leaving
Washington for two summits in
Europe.

“Today we say, ‘More than
enough,” Biden said. “It’s time,
when it seems impossible to get
anything done in Washington,
we are doing something conse-
quential.”"The legislation will
toughen background checks for
the youngest gun buyers, keep
firearms from more domestic vi-
olence offenders and help states
put in place red flag laws that
make it easier for authorities to
take weapons from people ad-
judged to be dangerous.

The president called it “a his-
toric achievement.” Most of its
$13 billion cost will help bolster
mental health programs and aid
schools, which have been tar-
geted in Newtown, Connecticut,
and Parkland, Florida, and else-
where in mass shootings.

Biden said the compromise
hammered out by a bipartisan
group of senators from both par-
ties “doesn’t do everything I

US President Joe Biden.

want” but “it does include ac-
tions I've long called for that are
going to save lives.”

“I know there’s much more
work to do, and I'm never going
to give up, but this is a monu-
mental day,” said the president,
who was joined by his wife, Jill,a
teacher, for the signing.

After sitting to sign the bill,
Biden sat reflectively for a mo-
ment, then murmured, “God
willing, this is gonna save a lot of
lives.” He also said they will host
an event on July 11 for lawmak-
ers and families affected by gun
violence. The president spoke of
families “who lost their souls to
an epidemic of gun violence.
They lost their child, their hus-
band, their wife. Nothing is go-
ing tofill that void in their hearts.
But they led the way so other
families will not have the experi-
ence and the pain and trauma
that they had to live through.”

Biden signed the measure
two days after the Supreme
Court’s ruling Thursday striking
down a New York law that re-
stricted peoples’ ability to carry
concealed weapons. And
Saturday’s ceremony came less
than 24 hours after the high
court overturned the Roe v.
Wade decision, which had legal-
ized abortion nationwide for
nearly five decades. “Yesterday, I
spoke about the Supreme
Court’s shocking decision strik-
ing down Roe v. Wade,” Biden
said.

2 dead after man opens fire at Oslo gay bar

REUTERS
OSLO, JUNE 25

TERRIFIED REVELLERS at a gay
barin Oslo hid in abasement and
desperately called loved ones as
agunman went on the rampage,
killing two people and injuring
21 onthe day the city was due to
celebrate its annual Pride parade.

Authorities said the suspect,
a42-year-old Norwegian citizen
of Iranian origin, was believed to
be a radicalised Islamist with a
history of mental illness who
had been known to intelligence
services since 2015.

The attack took place in the
early hours of Saturday, with vic-
tims shot inside and outside the
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People at the crime scene in central Oslo, Saturday. AP

London Pub, alongstanding hub
of Oslo's LGBTQ scene, as well as
in the surrounding streets and at

Bangladesh marks opening
of bridge over mighty Padma

Dhaka: Bangladesh's Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Saturday celebrated the opening
of the country's longest bridge,
which took eight years to build
amid setbacks involving politi-
cal conflict and corruption alle-
gations.

The 6.51-kilometre bridge
spanning the Padma River cost
anestimated $3.6 billion and was
paid for with domestic funds af-

‘We have nothmg Afghan quake survivors

CHRISTINA GOLDBAUM &
SAFIULLAHPADSHAH
GEYAN, JUNE 25

AS DAWN broke over his village
on Friday morning, Abdul Qadir
dug through the rubble of his
family home desperate to find a
small sack of flour buried some-
where beneath the piles of wood
and dust.

Like many in this desolate
stretch of eastern Afghanistan, the
small bag was the only food his
family had before a devastating
earthquake decimated half of the
village last week. For nearly a year
since the Taliban seized power
and an economic crisis engulfed
the country, villagers could no
longer afford the firewood he
once collected and sold for a few
dollars a day. The price of food in

Abdul Qadir and his brother at their destroyed home, in
Geyan, Afghanistan. NYT

the local bazaar doubled. He
racked up 500,000 Afghanis —
over $5,000 — indebt from shop-
keepers until they refused tolend

to him anymore.

Then on Wednesday, the
mountains around him erupted
in a violent rumble that brought

the walls of his home crashing
down and killed six members of
his family. Looking at the remains
of his home, he was ataloss.

“This house was the one com-
fort we still had,” Mr. Qadir, 27,
said. “We have no way to get a
loan, no way to get money, no
way to rebuild. Nothing.”

The earthquake this past
week wreaked havoc on this re-
mote, mountainous region of
eastern  Afghanistan  on
Wednesday; killing around 1,000
people and destroying the homes
of thousands more. It was a dev-
astating blow for a place that has
seen unrelenting hardship for
decades, and had been desper-
ately hoping for any sort of respite
after the war ended and the
Taliban seized control of the
country.

The people of Geyan District

saw little benefit from the
American era in Afghanistan.
This isamong the poorest places
in the country, and people sur-
vive hand-to-mouth with the lit-
tle money they earn collecting
firewood and harvesting pine
nuts each fall. Then, as now, the
government was distant, and
families have had to rely on each
other when times get hard.

The advent of Taliban rule
has not changed that here.
Though government officials are
scrambling to bring aid stores to
the area after the quake, it will
have little lasting effect on the
worsening desperation of daily
life, or the suffering from wide-
spread death.

During the 20-year-long war
between the Taliban insurgency
and the previous Western backed
government, residents were

ter the World Bank and other
global lending agencies declined
to finance the project followinga
graft scandal involving a
Canadian construction company.

“The bridge belongs to the
people of Bangladesh. It encapsu-
lates our passion, creativity,
courage, endurance and
perseverance," Hasina said at a
ceremony in Mawa, about 31 kilo-
meters southwest of Dhaka. AP

despair

caught in gruelling fighting that
tore through villages across this
swath of Afghanistan. Shelling
from Pakistan — targeting
Pakistani militants who have
sought refuge along Afghanistan’s
eastern border — has rained
down from the sky, killing civil-
ians and destroying homes.
Nature itself has wrought its own
violence with frequent floods, hail
storms and deadly earthquakes
woven into the fabric of life here.

Today around half the coun-
try’s 39 million people are facing
life-threatening levels of food in-
security, according to the World
Food Program.

For many in these remote vil-
lages, the destruction seemed to
offer a heartbreaking reminder
that the violence and hardship
was far from over despite the end
of the two decade-long war. NYT

New Delhi

one other bar in the centre of the
Norwegian capital. The deceased
were two men in their 50s and

60s, police said in a statement.

"Everything indicates that
this has been an attack by an
[slamist extremist," Norway's
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Stoere told a news conference.

"We don't (yet) know if the
queer community was the in-
tended target, but we know it is
avictim," he said.

Bili Blum-Jansen, who was in
the London Pub, said he fled to
the basement to escape the hail
of bullets and hid there along
with 80 to 100 other people.

"Many called their partners
and family, it felt almost as if they
were saying goodbye. Others
helped calm down those who
were extremely terrified,” he
told TV2.

Sievierodonetsk falls
to Russia after one of
war’s bloodiest ﬁghts

TOMBALMFORTH &
MARKO DJURICA
KYIV/POKROVSK, JUNE 25

RUSSIAN FORCES have fully oc-
cupied Sievierodonetsk, the
mayor of the eastern Ukrainian
city said on Saturday, confirming
Kyiv's biggest battlefield setback
for more than a month, after
weeks of some of the war's
bloodiest fighting.

Ukraine called its retreat
from the city a "tactical with-
drawal” to fight from higher
ground in Lysychansk on the op-
posite bank of the Siverskyi
Donets river. Pro-Russian sepa-
ratists said Moscow's forces
were now attacking Lysychansk.

The fall of Sievierodonetsk -
once home to more than
100,000 people, now a waste-
land - was Russia's biggest vic-
tory since capturing the port of
Mariupol last month. It trans-
forms the battlefield in the east
after weeks in which Moscow's
huge advantage in firepower had
yielded only slow gains.

Russia will now be hoping to
press on and seize more ground
on the opposite bank, while
Ukraine will hope that the price
Moscow paid to capture the ru-
ins of the small city will leave
Russia's forces vulnerable to a

People clean up debris after
shelling in Kharkiv. Reuters

counterattack in coming weeks.

"The city is now under the full
occupation of Russia. They are
trying to establish their own or-
der, as far asI know they have ap-
pointed some kind of comman-
dant," Mayor Oleksandr Stryuk
said on national television.

Kyrylo Budanov, Ukraine's
military intelligence chief, told
Reuters that Ukraine was carry-
ingout "atactical regrouping” by
pulling its forces out of
Sievierodonetsk to higher
ground across the river.

"Russia is using the tactic ... it
used in Mariupol: wiping the city
from the face of the earth," he
said. "Given the conditions, hold-
ing defence in the ruins and open
fieldsis nolonger possible. So the
Ukrainian forces are leaving for
higher ground to continue the de-
fence operations.”  REUTERS
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Eat Shoots
& Leaves

The idea of a zero-waste diet may be
an answer to climate change but it has
been de rigueur in Indian homes
for generations

Rinku Ghosh

HEN CHEF Radhika

Khandelwal stirs

her pot of memo-

ries, she stops atthe

moment when she

sat with her grand-
mother under the winter sun shelling peas.
“We'd snack on some and keep the pods away
because these couldn’t be wasted. She
blanched them and cooked a finger-licking
dish. Just like the leftover carrot tops and
leaves, which she squished into a lush chut-
ney,” she says. Today, the no-food-waste
mantrashe inherited is the pivot of her restau-
rant, Fig and Maple in New Delhi, where she
serves pumpkin seed to skin barley risotto
made with pearl barley and pumpkin, flesh to
seed and skin. Her rich sauce, made from ten-
der leaves of the tamarind plant, wraps her
baked fish with umami flavours. To work up
your appetite, try out her vegetable peel chips
and scoop up the pea pod pesto.

The root-to-shoot eating and zero-waste
diet may be a talking point at climate change
conferences. Restaurants across US, UK and
Europe may have repurposed unloved edibles
as hot salsa, relishes, toppings, finger foods
and even have dried fungus lamps for decor,
but Indians have been following this for cen-
turies as a lived reality. But yes, the sustain-
ability debate is critical to the planet’s future.
Think-tank Capgemini Research Institute’s lat-
estreport, “Reflect. Rethink. Reconsider. Why
food waste is everybody’s problem” reveals
how 2.5 billion tonnes of food are wasted each
year. With 60 per cent consumers now feel-
ing guilty about this dump, imagine how pre-
servingjust half of that could save 811 million
malnourished people. But leave the cause
aside and you would find the root-to-shoot
philosophy informing every aspect of our lives,
beit for their medicinal and nutritional value,
for scarcity of resources or simply for a ritu-
alised remembrance of tradition. Indians have
for long known to make the everyday exotic.

As Delhi-based food historian Pushpesh
Pant explains, “We were foragers before we
became ariver civilisation. We learnt to sub-
sist on whatever was available, consuming
leaves, stalks, skins, shoots and roots of the for-
est produce. The tradition of sun-drying, pick-
ling, chutneys, sauces and relishes evolved to
prolong the shelf life of seasonal food. From
the hills to the coastline,
food traditions involved I
the simple art of making a
paste, tempering or pre-
serving it. Something as
basic as the potato would
be ash-baked, dusted,
stone-ground and made
intoa paste, the skin giving
off a sour taste. If lucky,
people would stir it in
mustard oil tempered
with whole cumin or co-
riander seeds. Frying came
much later. Evendiscarded
parts of meats would be
put together with some lo-
cal vegetables, like the car-
tilage of chicken cooked in
southern parts of the
country. The complexity in food came cour-
tesy of what Iwould call the riches of poverty.”

Women, who ate last in line because of
social custom and were often left with food
scraps, ensured that their morsels were tasty
enough. “They glamorised food preparation
with a deft combination of chewy fibres to
mimic meats, used seeds for crunch and once
the onion became a staple, elevated the
flavour profile,” adds Pant.

Khandelwal, 34, believes that native food
cultures aren’t about mindful eating or a delib-
erate attempt to cut down food waste. “Itis as
simple as, ifit'sedible, it's food. The recipes re-
volving around these ingredients that we now
classify as ‘waste’ are essentially about making
nourishing elements palatable, so that essen-
tial nutrients do not end up in the bin.”

Most chefs agree that the eastern and
coastal parts of the country had for centuries
even gentrified the hunter-gatherer food,

RADHIKAKHANDELWAL

THOMAS ZACHARIAS

preparing delicacies with flower, fruit, peels
and even the coarse stem of abanana tree. The
banana leaves were universally used for
steaming and making food parcels. Food re-
searcher and development consultant Pritha
Sen, whois using pop-ups to familiarise an ur-
ban audience with sustainable menu options,
says affluence and progress have always been
measured in terms of acquired knowledge
and culture. “That’s why we have moved away
from the food thatis in our DNA and dismissed
it as a poor man’s sustenance. Yet, nourished
by rivers, streams, ponds and lakes, Bengal
had, at one time, over 500 kinds of leafy
greens. Every backyard would have a scaffold
where they would grow vines, gourds and
saags, incorporating even leaf tendrils in daily
meals. Before we took to potatoes, we cooked
yam, using them in curries or as paste and
pickles, digging them out
of the soil as delicately as
we do mushrooms today.
The peels, roots and stalks
have birthed the chorchori,
vegetables stir-fried in
mustard oil, aromatic
spices and simmered over
time. The chechki, a semi-
dry version with chillies
and panch  phoran
(Bengal’s whole-spice
blend)isallinclusive, even
accommodating  fish
heads, skins and their in-
nards for increased flavour
and crunch,” she says.

Ather food pop-ups at
five-star hotels,
Gurugram-based Sen has
served pumpkin and ash gourd belly fritters,
using parts that are normally thrown away,
bottle gourd fritters, batter-frying its stalk
and parwal seed curry. She has been inspired
by how the ridge gourd skin is scraped and
ground to make a rich chutney in Uttar
Pradesh. Sen has even spiced up the chana
dal with duck and chicken skins, makingita
complete meal in itself.

The root-to-shoot tradition exists in a
much more robust manner in the Northeast,
predominantly in Assam, which is closer to
Thai cultural traditions. So, cooking interven-
tions are minimal. “Bamboo shoots are fer-
mented, dried or used in curries across the
Northeast. But no Assamese food is complete
without khar, which works like cooking soda
andis obtained by filtering water through the
ash of the burnt stem, core and skin of an in-
digenous banana variety called bhimkol. The
residue is alkaline and balances out acidic

RADHIKA KHANDELWAL

ROOT OF
THE MATTER
(Clockwise from top)
Pritha Sen’s lauki
stem fritters; one of
Snehalata Saikia’s
main course for her
pop-up, which
includes pork with
anishi, squash with
cream, chicken
cooked with banana
blossom, masur dal
with brahmi herb
and marigold petals
fritters; Thomas
Zacharias in
Nagaland’s Dimapur
market; his cascara
brew; moringa
dumplings at New
Delhi’s Fig & Maple;
Saikia’s raw
banana and black
sesame chutney;
(bottom, left) Radhika
Khandelwal
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food, tenderises meats and stalks of vegeta-
bles and enhances the flavours of a fish head
cooked in mustard oil,” says Delhi-based
home chef Snehalata Saikia, who hosts “Table
for Six” pop-ups at her CR Park residence,
offering guests an opportunity to sample food
of the Northeast. Living alongside the
Brahmaputra, the Ahoms have always pre-
ferred water-based vegetables, which they eat
whole, mostly boiled, smoked, roasted, baked,
fermented but rarely curried.

“Stir-fried cooking in the region developed
over the last century with colonisation.
Otherwise, food has always been very lo-
calised and consumed inits entirety. We make
a curry with the leaves of the jute plantand a
monsoon delicacy with its slightly bitter
shoots. Yam is central to Northeast cuisine.
During Bihu in Assam, they say if you do not
have yam paste with roasted sesame, potato,
boiled rice and urad dal, you would be borna
pig in your next birth. So, even a tuber is ritu-
alised as a superfood. Wild elephant foot yam
is baked in Meghalaya, Nagas make a dal with
mashed yam in a watery gravy while Mizos
flavour their rice congee with wild orange
peels and aromatic leaves that smell like black
pepper. The Manipuri salad singju is the per-
fect example of root-to-shoot eating as it
tosses up shredded cabbage, raw papaya, lo-
tus stem, garlic leaves, coriander leaves and
stalks, onions, lime and roasted whole chill-
ies. Once I made a sweetmeat like peethe us-
ing a whole beetroot and an elephant apple
sauce. We talk of spa cuisine, farm-to-fork,
sugar and fat substitutes and these have been
around for centuries,” says Saikia.

We may like to be righteous about zero-
waste and sustainability but if we want our

Memories on a Plate

Indian-origin chef Meherwan Irani on Chai Pani
winning America’s outstanding restaurant
award and the flavours that made him

SPOTLIGHT

SNEHALATA SAIKIA

THOMAS ZACHARIAS

bio-diverse tradition to continue into moder-
nity, then it needs to be adapted to modern
sensibilities. As Mumbai-based chef Thomas
Zacharias, who is championing regional food
through his storytelling platform,
thelocavore.in, says, “We are missing out on
nutrients and fibre by discarding skins and
peels. Chefs need tolook at reviving traditions
as an opportunity rather than a challenge to
make them look exotic. There’s always scope
for interesting textures
and flavours.” The 36-year-
old’s stir-fried jackfruit
seeds can make for a per-
fectbar snack. He haseven
made a refreshing drink
with cascara, sun-dried
remnants of the Arabica
coffee pulp, usually dis-

Eastern and coastal
parts of the country
have, for centuries,

SAYANTAN SARKAR

SNEHALATA SAIKIA

Canteen restaurant until a year ago, he had
brought about changes in the menu with his
“manicured” food like the pumpkin-flower
pakoda. He learnt to use the cauliflower stem
and leaf, both known to make a dense broth.

Khandelwal uses moringa leaves to make
dumplings at her restaurant. “Taro root or
colocasia, its stems and leaves have been used
in curries while UP’s patode could give a typ-
icalroulade arun for its money. Root-to-shoot
eating in everyday life could be as simple as
swapping basil with moringa leaves or carrot
greens in your pesto. Instead of slathering a
jam on your toast, go for a homemade mar-
malade prepared with leftover peels of or-
ange,” she says. At her outlet, she serves rat tail
radish chutney, pea pod and noodles salad and
pineapple tepache, the last a fermented mix of
pineapple skins, jaggery, water, cinnamon and
green chillies muddled in a jar, skimmed and
then served chilled or in a cocktail. Even the
mango seed and skin are used up as cocktail
bitters at her bar!

No matter how innovative the chefis, the
dish has to sell. And here lies the catch. Much
of these efforts are self-funded and not scala-
ble yet. While Pant advises a “root-to-shoot”
syllabusin hospitality courses to mainstream
zero-waste cooking, Sen wishes hotels were
more aggressive about promotions. She re-
calls the time when she presented chhaal
chorchori(fish skin, bhetki
head and whole vegeta-
bles) as a surprise know-
ing that the hotel wouldn’t
approve it because of its
extreme unfamiliarity.
“The guests were 80 per
cent Punjabi and the dish
flew,” says Sen.

cardedafter the coffee pro- gen‘[riﬁed hunter- Zacharias advocates a
duction process. “Just sim- multifaceted approach.
mer a cup of cascara with gatherer fOOd and “Make the farmer anequal
three cups of water, add . . stakeholder, provide a
two tablespoons of jag- prepared delicacies guaranteed outlet through
gery, reduce on medium . . storytelling — maybe
heat for 15 minutes, strain with ﬂOWGI’S, fruits, through farm tourism —

and refrigerate. Then make
a drink with tonic water,
ice, lime and maybe even
gin. About 40 lakh tonnes
of cashew fruit are produced in the country
every year but 98 per cent gets wasted. While
cashew nuts are wanted by the world, the
cashew apple is perfectly edible, can be fer-
mented to make vinegar and even added to
curries,” he says. He is popularising the
shatavarim or Asparaguis racemosus, preserving
them in aromatic wild honey to make a
murabba. While working at the Bombay

New Delhi

peels and stems

build a collective move-
ment. Locavore is already
linking the farmer cooper-
atives to restaurants in
Mumbai, encouraging the latter to include
some wild foods in their menu. We are also
tying up with food aggregators to include
some of these outlets. In the end, make food
accessible, fun and exciting, given short atten-
tionspans and 10-minute food deliveries,” he
says. Buttill the beanstalk looks “cool” enough,
sustainability will seem like a life lesson, not
an aspiration.
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Raniit Lal

Ranjit Lalis an author,
environmentalist and
bird watcher

Missing In
Action

The birds that have disappeared
leave us unsettled, but those which
have stuck it out offer some solace

HE SIXTH-BIG extinction event is already upon

us —and it is largely due to our activities. Well, I

checked my notes and, to my horror, discovered

that several “little extinctions” had already oc-
curred in my little neck of the woods, and here I'm only
talking about birds.

Heading the list, of course, are house sparrows. Not
long ago, a “relict” population still used to hop around in
the garden, but haven’t seen them for a while now. They
seem to have been replaced by tiny, squeaking spice
finches, aka scaly-breasted munias. Every October, a gen-
tleman redstart would report at the garden gate and greet
me gravely, bobbing his head and shivering his tail before
flying down to the lawn to check out what delicacy was
on offer. He’s been absent for many years and may have
passed on, but obviously didn’t let on about his secret gar-
den. White wagtails that used to saunter about on the big
common lawn like a convention of prosperous landlords
no longer do so, and the genteel hoopoe clad in salmon-
and-zebra stripes is also missing in action. Also absent is
the diminutive grey-headed canary flycatcher that used
to sit on the cemetery wall and dive down after insects.

While families of jungle babblers are thankfully still
around, their larger cousins, the large grey babblers, have
vanished and the common babbler, whose call is like a
football referee’s whistle (and drove my dogs nuts), has
gone too. Rose-ringed parakeets still shriek and clown
about the place, livening things up, but their lovely
cousins, the plum-headed parakeets with their question-
ing tooi-tooi whistles have vanished as well.

Many years ago, a pair of white-eared bulbuls, so
lovely with their sunshine bottoms, nested in the garden
hedge once but never after that.  believe they prefer drier
habitats than well-watered gardens in Delhi. From about
amonth preceding the monsoon, [ keep an ear out for the
ringing, joyous call of the swashbuckling Jacobin cuckoo,
earlier called the pied-crested-cuckoo. It is supposed to
signal the onset of the rains, but has been MIA. (They have
been reported from other parts of Delhi though.)

RANJITLAL

WATCHMETF YOU CAN
A hoopoe

Rarities like the magnificent crested-serpent eagle
would make a stopover in the Nicholson Cemetery next
door every October or November en rotte to wherever it
was spending the coming winter. No longer. The jaunty
families of grey partridge (francolin) that sauntered about
or stood on tiptoe yelling pateela! pateela! pateela! (or,
Kapil-Dev, Kapil-Dev, Kapil-Dev!) have either been eaten
or have migrated to the Qudsia Gardens across the road.

When we first settled here, I spent hours sitting on the
cooler in my balcony watching the birds in the Nicholson
Cemetery and made a list of over 60 species; I now won-
der if there would even be half that number now.

On the Ridge nearby, where I walked for around 30
years (until the macaque dictatorship took over com-
pletely), there have been birds that are AWOL, too. The
scummy (at the time) serpentine pond used to attract
that wonder of wonders, the paradise flycatcher, both in
full breeding attire in March, and then again post-breed-
ing casuals (minus coat-tails) in July. The common (really
not so common) kingfisher with its sapphire head and
back and fire-orange breast used to fish in the pond — a
sign that the water was clean; now gone, of course.

These absentees give you a feeling of dread, as though
they are forebodings of worse to come. So, [ guess it’s bet-
ter to appreciate the birds that have stuck it out and seem
to have done well for themselves: The barbets (especially
brown-headed) seem to be prospering and I know there
is a family of shikras hunting in the cemetery along with
clans of spotted owlets.

Afew days ago, a baby hornbill perched in my balcony
and visited again this morning. Sunbirds and bulbuls
(both the red-whiskered and red-vented) abound. A
bunch of monocle-wearing white-eyes inspected the
bougainvillea thoroughly quite recently, and this April, the
ringing kil-lil-kil-lil call of the white-throated kingfisher
rang through the cemetery indicating that, perhaps,
somewhere there the birds were nesting. The koels are
going demented and unashamedly wake you up at 3 am,
as do the peacocks strutting around these days, trailing
their bejewelled cloaks behind them. A pair of hysterical
red-wattled lapwings has nested on the terrace: one
stood guard at the edge of the terrace every morning,
cocking its head for potential danger from every direction.

Salim Ali always stressed on the importance of keeping
field notes and I am glad I've done so. Otherwise, these
birds would have slipped out of my sieve-like memory un-
noticed and unmarked. The looming question for many of
them remains, of course, why have they vanished?

Childhood is not a training
oround for adulthood

As the philosopher Alexander Herzen said, a child’s purpose is to be a child

BY SHELJA SEN

URING THE pandemic, one of

the things that troubled me

was thatI could not hear chil-

dren’s voices. My children

have grown, our centre was
closed, as was the park in front of our house
—I'was surrounded by too much adultness.
It was as if I was living in a post-Pied Piper
world of silent dreariness. Now that the
world has opened up again, the constant
hum of giggles, squeals, chattering have
come back to add music to our life. As Twalk
through the noisy park, I am no more in a
tearing rush to clock in my steps. [ pause, |
loiter on the grass with a silly grin and watch
little ones giggling, squealing, chattering,
pushing, jumping, and I feel our world is back
on its axis again.

I wonder if the so-called Great Pause,
among other things, also made us reflect on
how we see children, what they bring to our
world and how we can honour their voices.
So, I went about asking children I met some
questions — what do you think adults do not
understand about children? What is it that
you would want them to know? I have tried
to give shape to their answers, some in their
words, some translated into mine and some
echoes of what [ have been hearing from
them for years.

Our life is not just a preparation
for adulthood

“Children are like products on a factory
assembly line, being prepared for the mar-
ket,” said a 16-year-old as he explained to me
how from the time they are little, children’s
life is about preparation — from preschool to
school to college to job market. The threat of
the looming future with the metaphorical
chiding of “pull up your socks” at every step.
“Isn’tita tragedy that what adults miss most
about their childhood is what they rob us of?
Why is everything we do, what we eat, what
marks we get weighed in terms of the ben-
efit it would have in future?” His remark re-
minded me of philosopher Alexander
Herzen's remark, “Because children grow up,
we think the child’s purpose is to grow up.
But a child’s purpose is to be a child.”

We are also figuring out life as we go
These words were by a 13-year-old as she
explained to me her experiences during the
pandemic. She had witnessed a lot of vio-
lent fights between her parents at home. She
had learnt to pick up the warning signs and
would quickly get her little sister and lock
the door of the bedroom. From singing
songs, dancing, drawing and reading to-
gether, she had found small and big ways to

keep herself and her sister safe. [ remember
another 10-year-old sharing with me,
“When my father starts shouting at me in
rage, | take myself away from the situation
by closing my eyes and repeating Kali
mantra so that I am watching without
watching.” These responses go against the
popularidea that children are like clay, wait-
ing to be moulded. Their actions of survival
reminded me, once again, how significant it
is that we acknowledge that children are not
passive recipients of hardships, and they are
trying to “figure out” life in so many creative
and innovative ways.

THERE WILL BE
TIME ENOUGH

TOBEA
GROWN-UP

The threat of the
looming future

should not haunt the

child at every step

SUVAJITDEY

Work with us and not against us

A 14-year-old was referred to me for so-
called “anger management”, commented, “It
is as if all the adults are in constant battle
with me, picking on smallest mistakes |
make. Why don’t they see [am also hurting!”
When children do not fall into the socially
prescribed narrative of “good kids”, we try to
fix them by criticising, blaming, and sham-
ing them. They resist it by withdrawing or
fighting back. We react immediately by cen-
suring their “bad behaviour” and get locked
in a battle where there are no winners. The
only way out of this deadlock is if we take a

The way we talk to our
children becomes their
inner voices; the way we
talk about them becomes
their life stories

position of compassionate curiosity, “What
hurt is the anger protecting? What does it
say about what is precious to this child?”

Our stories matter

The way we talk to our children becomes
theirinner voices; the way we talk about them
becomes their life stories. We make sense of
ourworld through stories; they give meaning
to our experiences. They not only describe us,
but they end up shaping us too, as through
these stories, we start building our identities.
Language is the thread that creates these iden-
tities. If you go back to your own childhood,
what words were used to describe you? Think
about a person who saw in you what others
ended up missing. It could be somebody
whose eyes lit up every time you entered the
room and who always found wonderful
things to say about you. How much of who
you are is shaped by what that person be-
lieved about you? How would you want your
children to remember you one day?

We will get there

“Every child wants to do well. Nobody
wants to mess up their lives. We will get
there one day, whatever that ‘there’is.” These
words by a 15-year-old made me think of our
compulsion to see childhood as a training
ground for adulthood. Have you seen or
played the game of bowling? The player grips
the weighted ball and puts all the force into
flinging it down the alley to knock down the
standing pins. Now there is another game
popular in Canada, called curling, where a
stone is set to motion on ice, but the most
critical part of the sport is that as the stone
gains speed, the sweepers in the team, in a
very Zen-like way, clear the pathway, remov-
ing friction, for it to gain momentum. I see
the contrast in these two sports as an elegant
metaphor* for parenting/teaching/working
alongside children. In the former approach,
there is an immense force applied to push
the child, in the belief that this is the only way
they will move forward. In contrast, the lat-
ter is all about the mindful and skilful clear-
ing of their pathway and having the faith that
they will get there. Wherever their preferred
“there” is.

*Acknowledgement to narrative therapist,
John Winslade

Shelja Senis a narrative therapist, writer, co-
founder, Children First. In this column, she curates
the know-how of the children and the youth she
works with. She can be reached at
shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com

Benita Fernando

IT’S a truth universally acknowledged that
every romance reality showisin wantofavil-
lain. InIndian Matchmaking — the Netflix show
that premiered in 2020 featuring matchmaker
Sima Taparia on a mission to find singletons
their happily-ever-afters — it came in the form
of Aparna Shewakramani. The 34-year-old
lawyer from Houston, Texas, US, was por-
trayed as a picky woman whose first dates did-
n't transform into relationships, with Taparia
often laying the blame squarely on her atti-
tude and expectations. Shewakramani was
the show’s breakout star but also its shrew.

In a new book, Shewakramani puts forth
her side of the story and the manner in which
she was vilified. She’s Unlikeable and Other Lies
that Bring Women
Down (Harper Collins,
Rs399) is a defence of
women who are not
afraid to speak their
minds and state their
expectations.It’salsoa
story of survivorship.

Shewakramani,
whorelocated to New
York after the show
and started a luxury
travel company,
speaks about the need
for responsible TV viewership and the desire
for finding a soulmate. Edited excerpts:

I

St
Unlikeahe |

-
e e

It’s common to assume that parts of
reality shows, if not all, are staged. Your
account is interesting because your role
wasn’t staged as much as edited to suita
narrative. Since Indian Matchmaking,
you have reached out to people who
were in similar positions, such as Jessica
Batten from (the reality show) Love is
Blind. How has your view on reality
shows and the so-called villains in these
romance reality shows changed?

In the book, I discuss how shows are ed-
ited from the extensive raw footage taken. It
is my hope that people move forward in con-

Not a Love Story

The breakout star from Indian Matchmaking, Aparna
Shewakramani’s new book tells a personal story about how being
independent and outspoken is not viewed as marriage material

1

suming media more responsibly. We should,
of course, enjoy it for entertainment purposes
but we should by no means take it as absolute
truth. [ am more careful myself as a viewer
and understand that no ‘character’ on areal-
ity show is as good or as bad as their edit
might suggest.

Going by your account, there was a huge

HER OWN
PERSON

Aparna
Shewakramani

i ua £
HUL JHANGIANI
disconnect between what you thought
Indian Matchmaking would be and how
it finally turned out. Could you elaborate
onit?

While I did not fully comprehend the fin-
ished product of what this show would actu-
ally looklike, I have noregrets about living out
a small part of my love journey on interna-
tional TV. So many people ask me if | would

New Delhi

participate in Season 2 or any other show and
I'd say...maybe. Women from around the
world shared that they were empowered by
my story and [ believe it’s one that’s worth
continuing to share.

The online hate you received for your
role was quite alarming, especially when
aviewer stalked you or a person sent you
apicture of himself with a gun. Did you
expect this backlash and how did you
manage it?

While [ didn’t expect it, Indian
Matchmaking and its aftermath made me
even more resolved to live life on my own
terms and to not bend to the whims of arbi-
trary societal milestones. I realised with all the
cyberbullying and even the death threats that
there will always be people who don't like you
and don’t approve of your lifestyle and your
decisions. And that’s notyourissue. You justal-
ways have to live alife that is aligned with your
values and beliefs each day.

You have remained friends with some of
the men you met on the show and they
formed a WhatsApp group called
‘Aparna’s Guys’. Do you think that if it
wasn’t for the show, it may have clicked
with one of them?

Isincerely believe that you can meet your
life partner anywhere — from a wedding to
the grocery store even! The method in which
Imet these men was not the issue. We simply
weren’tagood match. Sono,Idon’t think there
would be anything more than friendship with
these guys no matter the circumstances in
which I met them.

As afinancially independent, ambitious,
well-travelled lawyer and now
entrepreneur, do you ever feel that there
are options apart from marriage for you?

[ am very grateful to be surrounded by a
community of family and friends that believes
the same core principle as me — ultimately, a
partnership can enhance your life but it is not
necessary for happiness. I continue to seek a
partner who will cheerlead me as I cheerlead
himin all aspects of our life.
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Just His Cup OF TEA

Indian-origin chef Meherwan Irani on Chai Pani winning America’s outstanding restaurant
award, the flavours that made him and serving dishes bursting with memories

Rinku Ghosh

IKE MANY chasing their dream of
the good life, a young man from
Ahmednagar, just outside Pune,
came to the US to pursue a degree
in MBA. He was as hungry for the
American dream as he was for his bhelpuri. Of
course, Meherwan Irani didn’t know back
then that the humble puffed rice chaat would
make that dream come true. As his Chai Pani
restaurant in Asheville, North Carolina, was
declared America’s “Outstanding Restaurant”
in the 2022 James Beard Awards last week,
nobody knows that life had tossed him about
just as vigorously as the masala in his bhel.

“I'was in the automotive industry, selling
luxury cars but following the economic melt-
down of 2009, the good life just dissipated.
At39,Imoved from San Francisco to Asheville
but even during the lows,  never gave up on
my love for bhel. Thanks to my wife Molly, [
took a leap of faith, getting into the business
of selling Indian food to a 99 per cent White
population and just three Indian families back
then,” says Irani, who arrived in the US at 19.

Of course, he understood multicultural-
ism, courtesy his family — his mother is a
north Indian Hindu who married a Parsi. “My
mother is an excellent cook and she always
kept our food light and bright, with all the
colours of the season. When we stayed for a
short stint in London, she incorporated ele-
ments of Western cuisine, blending just
enough so as to appreciate the best of both
cultures. And she made the most lip-smack-
ing bhelpuri, elevating it with an elegant
twist of tamarind sauce. That’s the flavour
that stands me in good stead,” says the 52-
year-old.

Deliciousness was Irani’s winning formula
as he debuted as a chef with Chai Pani. The
name came easy as it resonates across India
to define shared bonhomie over the national
beverage. “Street food, particularly the chaat,
is about including the complex spectrum of
Indian flavours. It is at once democratic, in-
clusive and affordable. [ was confident what
had worked with a billion people would work
anywhere,” says Irani.

Of course, he had the support of the two
women in his life for his venture. Irani’s
mother Amrit, who moved base briefly to the
US in 2009, coached a diverse but novice
American staff, knowing trained Indians
would repeat curryhouse styles that she
wanted to avoid. She advised him that sim-
ple, home-style, comfort food gets repeat cus-
tomers because it is an easy memory to keep.
And that food was about seasoning and not
hotness. From her farmhouse in Ahmednagar,
the 71-year-old says, “Meherwan would al-
ways hang around the kitchen. He was quick
to pick up tricks and tips and would roll outa
menu for a friends’ night-out here. That's how
he understood the need for in-between food.
But what has worked for him is his love for
people, he can just draw themin.”

Meanwhile, as an American, Molly
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(Clockwise from top) Meherwan Irani; kale pakodas, okra fries, sev potato dahi puri; restaurant interior; various chaats

T K
'MOLLY MILROY

understood the clientele at Asheville, who
were confined but open-minded. That's why
the Beard honour, considered to be as sacred
as the Michelin, means much tolraniasitac-
knowledges both the maker and his institu-
tion unlike the latter which confers the star
on the restaurant rather than its chef.

Irani keeps his dishes affordable, mostly
under $14. He has recreated a reassuringly
working-class Bombay canteen look at Chai
Pani with truck-art motifs, kitschy colour
pops,and food served in stainless-steel thalis.

Of course, he has deployed some smart
marketing skills too, calling his version of
keema pao “Sloppy Jai,” a clever burger-like
take on “Sloppy Joe”. Chai Pani’s bestsellers
happen to be simple and no-nonsense —
bhelpuri, sev dahi puri, corn bhel, green
mango chaat, kale pakodas and, of course, the
uttapam. The julienned okra fries, their sig-
nature dish, is tossed with salt and seasoning
and served with a lime wedge, enough to
draw in vegans and vegetarians.

“Munch into our pakodas, there’s a mo-
mentary sting of the spices and then there is
an explosion of flavours. Their fullness sur-
prises people. The crunch is unique because
Iwhisk chickpea flour (besan)in warm water
and let it rise naturally,” says Irani, who adds
a lot of home-grown spices, Kashmiri ones
too, to his food, rubbing themin deep. And he
keeps going back to his roots every year to
compulsively replicate the taste of nostalgia.
“For vada pao, it's MG Road in Pune, for
samosas, it is still Ahmednagar. I swear by
bhelpuris from Kalyani and pani puris from
Elco Market, Mumbai,” he adds.

What helped Chai Pani steam ahead isits
engagement with the community. It has
“Give Back” Fridays, where proceeds of the
day’s sales are ploughed back into commu-
nity development. Twice a year, Irani organ-
ises an all-expenses paid trip to India for his
team so that they learn not just about food
first-hand but can volunteer for the NGO
Dharavi Diary. He also teaches them where
he and his food come from. “India is a coun-
try of extremes and paradoxes. You'll have
street vendors lined up next to each other,
selling the same thing. But each survives with
that one jugaad (little innovation) with what-
ever resources they have to court their loyal-
ists. The flavours in Indian food have evolved
from these people,” says Irani, who is chart-
ing out a new spice route.

Shubhra Gupta

AMONG THE sizeable Indian contingent at the
75th Cannes Film Festival last month was
Pa Ranjith, whom I met in a very Cannes set-
ting: on the upper deck of a swish yacht,
where the poster of his upcoming film
Vettuvam was being showcased.

Itwas a moment. For Ranjith Pandurangan,
39,who has made aname for himselfasa film-
makerwithadistinct vision and voice. And for
whom the personal and the political have al-
ways been deeply meshed, inflected by his
own experiences of being Dalit. Each of his
films, from his 2012 debut Attakathi, to his dou-
ble bill with Rajinikanth Kabali(2016)and Kaala
(2018), and his last outing, the rousing boxing
drama Sarpatta Parambarai(2021) has brought
caste politics to the forefront, which is still a
rarity in Indian cinema.

His singular focus on marginalised char-
acters and stories makes him one of the most
interesting voices in Indian cinema today, and
a pioneer in the upsurge of the Dalit cultural
movement in Tamil Nadu. “Ranjith has cre-
ated a new grammar which encapsulates an
absolute cutting edge of pop culture. My job
is to create a platform. And, as they say, pass
the mic,” says producer and close associate
Aditi Anand, as she whisks him away to the
waiting crowd after we finish. In this inter-
view, the filmmaker speaks of his journey, his
response to the staggering inequalities of
caste, and how he makes movies to connect
people. Excerpts:

When did you first become aware
of caste?

These questions harassed me since my
childhood. Going to school, walking through
the fields, I kept wondering who I am? Why
amIanoutcast? Why amIbeing forced to live
outside my village? Why can’t1be free? I did-
n't getan answer.

When I was an adolescent, [ understood
how caste works in India. In villages, cities,
everywhere. WhenIwent to college and read
about Babasaheb Ambedkar, my life changed
completely. It was an eye-opener. [ hear his
voice every time I am troubled.

How did you discover cinema?

[ studied painting in arts college
(Government College of Fine Arts, Chennai),
and I thought that was my medium. There was
acultural programme in my college and a film

( ’ ’ ’ )
My life is resistance
Tamil filmmaker Pa Ranjith, who unveiled the poster of his
upcoming movie at the 75th Cannes Film Festival, talks about

spotlighting caste inequalities and creating his brand of
cinema as counterculture

festival was part of it. For the first time, I at-
tended afestival like that. That time, I was not
good at English, I could read subtitles, but
could not understand them. It was then that 1
watched Children of Heaven, and I literally
cried.Iwatched Ginema Paradiso, Run Lola Run,
Life Is Beautiful, Battleship Potemkin and The
Battle of Algiers back-to-back for three days.
ThenIknewIwanted to be a director, because
[ wanted to tell my story, in my own way, of
wholam.

Do you think cinema can address the
wrongs of the past? Can those wrongs
be righted?

See, when I look around, I ask what is my
participationinany political process. Where is
Dalit participation? Caste is so strong in Tamil

CASTE, A SPELL

Pa Ranjit in Cannes,
France, last month

ADITIANAND

Nadu. You ask yourself, whatis myrole? Only
when we can have participation, we can have
power. Cinema is so influential it can change
perspectives. It can become the point of dis-
cussion. If cinema can make people believe
that snakes can drink milk (laughs), then they
canalso believe when we speak about ‘the an-
nihilation of caste’, in Babasaheb’s words.

What are the main challenges when it
comes to creating your kind of cinema?

Class is easier to show rather than caste.
Class is not an uncomfortable thing. So, I said,
we have to make those stories that will make
people uncomfortable.

[ don’t want to make arthouse movies
which only small groups of people see.
Anyone can make movies on subaltern lives

and getan award. [ just want to reach ordinary
people who believe in caste and birth. My
movies are not very artistic. | make commer-
cial films as counterculture, to flip things
around. You sayIdon’t have a culture; Isay I do.
Here is my culture.

Are your films making a difference?

When Kabali released, it made Rs 300 crore
in India. It became such a big hit. People criti-
cised me, ‘how did you use that big man
(Rajinikanth) like that?’ Rajini sir responded
by working with me again, in Kaala. In that
film, I flipped it again, Rama is the villain, and
Ravana is the hero (laughs). People said I was
talking about caste in this way for the first
time. It was like a bomb.

Can one Pa Ranjith change the world?

[ want to connect with all audiences, not
only Dalits. | make movies to connect people,
and toengage with people. If youdon'tunder-
stand politics or don’t have knowledge, and
you see an underdog do something big in a
film, it becomes relatable.

Does it have to do with the big star in
your film?

With stars, without stars, doesn’t matter.
My movies say, [ want to speak with you.
When I get angry, [ cannot speak, and I'm an
angry man.

But where does anger get you?

[ convert my anger into my movies. That's
whyIdon’topenly show my emotions. You can
see 'm very polite. But inside, 'm very angry.

In today’s India, with so many people
being pushed to the margins, and so
much polarisation, how do you
position yourself?

I'ma human. Our fight is not economic, as
Babasaheb said, it’s not about wealth. Our
fight is about trying to be treated equally.
That’s it. A human is human. Very simple,
man! You can apply gender, religion, any-
thing, to this.I'm against hierarchies in caste,
gender, everything.

We have tofight, unite under one umbrella.

Are you optimistic?

[ don’t want to wait for opportunities. [
want to make opportunities. I don’t want to
live in the past. I don’t want to wait for the fu-
ture. [ live in the present. I just want to resist.
My life is resistance.

New Delhi

Left in
the Lurch

A new documentary on a section
of Kashmir nobody talks about —
its transgender community

Tanushree Ghosh

ALLED KHWAJA SARA (in Persian), they enjoyed

acertain respect during the Mughal rule in

Kashmir, between 1586 and 1751. The Mughals

employed hijras in the women'’s quarters, be-
cause their several wives used to seek sex outside marriage
with male servants, etc. The Sikh and Dogra rulers were in-
different, inviting them only to sing/perform. The British
ensured total ostracisation with the Criminal Tribes Act of
1871 to eliminate indigenous tribes and eunuchs.

Cut to the present. A unique practice has given them
some social standing, but no social security. Poet-histo-
rian Zareef Ahmad Zareef's voice tells us, in a documen-
tary, that the hijras turned manzimyors, or matchmakers,
besides singing and dancing at weddings; they would
even convey sweet nothings between lovers. Surbhi
Dewan and S Akmal Hanan’s expository feature-length
Trans Kashmir was the documentary centrepiece at the re-
cent Kashish Mumbai International Queer Film Festival
and will screen at India Habitat Centre, Delhi, on July 2.

Come daytime, after a night of wedding gala, the older
generation of transwomen would don men'’s clothing to
blend in the crowd — unlike in India or Pakistan. Shabnum,
in the film, distinguishes between aqwe, who are natural,
like them, and chubarge,who opt for surgery, which the
community seniors consider un-Islamic. The young, of
course, differ. Some cross-dress openly, go for surgery, think
of marriage. Kashmir’s transgenders neither beg at traffic
signals nor have customs such as badayi, of blessing a new-
born and getting money in return. The matchmaking pro-
fession is now waning among the new generation. The film
strings together anecdotes of resistance and struggle let on
by Reshma, a tailor, popular singer and tumbaknaer (per-
cussion) artiste; Babloo and Shabnum, both wedding per-
formers and matchmakers; matchmaker Nissar; all be-
tween the ages of 40 and 60; as well as Simran, 18,a bridal
make-up and mehndi artist. Babloo is lucky enough to stay
with his family. Reshma, like many, had to leave home. She
has been spat on, on the street —as well as requested for a
selfie video — by passers-by. Her 2020 music video Hay hay
wesiye has more than 4 million views on YouTube.

“When I went to meet Babloo, someone in the neigh-
bourhood laughed and said, ‘you’re making a film on that

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
(Clockwise from top) A film still; directors Dewan and Hanan

)’

one? You can’t take these people seriously’,” says Srinagar-
based Hanan, 52, who's been making social-issue films for
25 years and was Dewan’s classmate at Rochester Institute
of Technology, New York, from 2007-10.

“When you think of Kashmir, you don’t think of the
transgender or the LGBTQIA+ community, they aren’t
spoken of. Akmal had been reading their stories in the lo-
cal newspapers, community leaders (also in the film)
were coming out to talk to the media, there was a PIL case,
the movement was growing. This was a challenging proj-
ect for me, from language, culture to the gender spec-
trum,” says Delhi-based Dewan, 37, whose previous proj-
ects came from a personal space — a short docu Daughter
of Nepal (2018), and Pakistani American filmmaker Mara
Ahmed’s Partition documentary A Thin Wall (2015),
which Dewan co-produced and did a bit role in.

A 2016 draft policy mandated medical boards deter-
mine a person’s gender to issue transgender certificates.
Aijaz Ahmad Bund, who runs the non-profit Sonzal (rain-
bow in Kashmiri) Welfare Trust for LGBTQIA+ community
and male survivors of sexual abuse, filed a PILin the
Srinagar High Court in 2017, for the “social, economic and
political inclusion, rehabilitation of the hijra community,
and recognition as a marginalised and vulnerable section
of society,” says Bund in the film, whose book Hijras of
Kashmir: A Marginalized Form of Personhood (2018)is the
first ethnographic study of Kashmir’s trans community.

The 2019 abrogation, political and COVID-19 lockdowns
left themisolated, broke, homeless, jobless, with medical
ailments and no wherewithal. Doctors refuse to “even
touch”, let alone treat them in hospitals, “the medical frater-
nity in Kashmir is the most insensitive, it prescribes shock
therapy to LGBTQIA+ people,” says Bund. Bullying, violence
— verbal (derogatory calls: lanzch, meaning impotent),
mental/ emotional, physical, even sexual — first begins at
home, then at school. “The new law (Transgender Persons
[Protection of Rights] Act, 2019) has not affected their lives.
They still have to undergo medical tests for transgender cer-
tificates to prove their identity, and get access to social
schemes (monthly pension of Rs 1,000), only one of the five
inour film has received it. The PIL case lingers,” says Dewan.

Hanan adds, “Old age is a big problem, as they live
(and die) on their own, not in traditional hijra gharanas,
which you see across South Asia.” And while they are
marginalised from Kashmir’s mainstream movement, the
majority of them “just want a roof on their heads, educa-
tion (separate schools), and jobs, and the film is an exten-
sion of their struggle for social justice,” says Dewan.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

Itis for general information that
|, AEKANSH CHOUDHARY S/o
Kanchan Kumar Choudhary,
R/0 C5/603, PWO Housing
Society, Sector-43, Gurgaon,
Haryana declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as AEKANSH in my 10th, 12th &
Bachelors of Engineering (B.E)
Educational Certificates &
Marksheets. The actual name
of mine is AEKANSH
CHOUDHARY, which may be
amended accordingly

0040620129-1

I,Vishnu Kumar Agarwal S/o
Phool Chand Agarwal R/o-
497,Kamla-Nagar Meerut,UP-
250002,have changed my name
to Vishnu Agarwal.

0040620160-5

IL,Viney Kumar Gupta,S/0
Rajinder Prasad Gupta,R/O K-
4/13,3rd Floor,K-4 Block,Model
Town-I11,Delhi-110009,Have
Changed my Nameto Vinay
Kumar Gupta. 0040620160-3

I,Shanta Baren W/o,Late Biren
Barua R/0-H.No.CV-82,
Bhagwati Vihar,Uttam-
Nagar,D.K.Moham Garden,
N.Delhi-110059,have changed
my-name to Sadhya Barua.

0040620168-1

I,Radhika W/0.Prithi Singh
R/0.H.N0.426/5, Sambhav
Colony, Mandi-Village
Hills,Delhi-110047 have change
my name from Radhika to
Radha for allPurposes, Vide-
Affidavit No.IN-
DL48927266563417U,
Dated:24/June/2022 at Delhi.

0040620079-3

I,Puneet S/0-Om Parkash
Mangla,R/0 Flat.N0.102,First-
Floor,Plot.N0.3461/31, Near-
Chirag Hospital, Rajendra-
Park, Gurugram,(Haryana),
have changed my nameto
Puneet Mangla,for all
purposes. 0040620154-9

I,Punam Chand,D/o Lok
Ram,R/0 B-2/37, Ground,
Floor,Sector-11,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Poonam Chand,for all
Purposes. 0040620154-10

I,Surider Singh,S/o0 Charan
Singh,R/0 WZ-111-B/18 Vishnu-
Garden Tilak-Nagar,Delhi,have
changed my name to Surinder
Singh. 0040620160-2

I,Pankaj Tiwari, R/0. Flat. N0.403,
Tower-C1,The Residences-
Uniworld Resorts, Sector-
33,Gurgaon(Haryana),have
changed my minor Daughter
name,from Vidushi to Vidushi
Tiwari. 0040620154-1

I,Neelam Kumari W/o-Anil
Kumar R/0:House.No-9, Village,
Nilothi,Nangloi, New Delhi-41
Have Changed My Name to
Neelam,for all Purposes.

0040620154-8

I,Nagarajan Ramaswamy S/o0 Mr
S.Ramaswamy R/0 G-3,SLVB,
SaasthaFlats, Balaji Nagar,
Nanganallur, Chennai, have
change my minor son’s name
from ADITYA UMA NAGARAJAN
to ADITYANAGARAJAN IYER.

0040620080-2

I,NEELAM BERIWAL,W/O
BHUWAN BERIWAL,R/O ED-
BLOCK,79-C, MADHUBAN
CHOWK,PITAMPURA, DELHI-
110034,have changed my name
to NEELAM KANSAL.

0040620154-3

I,Madhur S/o0.Prithi Singh
R/0.H.N0.426/5, Sambhav
Colony, Mandi-Village
Hills,Delhi-110047 have change
my name from Madhur to
Madhur Chauhan for
allPurposes, Vide-Affidavit
No.IN-DL48928664419174U,
Dated:24/June/2022 at Delhi.

0040620079-1

I, MEHAK THAKRAL,W/0
SHIVANK ANAND,R/0 39/13 1ST
FLOOR, EAST PATEL
NAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110008,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MEHAK ANAND.

0040620154-4

I,Krishna Pal,S/o0 Ayodhya
Prasad,R/0-T-229, Gali
No.2,Gautam Puri,Delhi-
110053,Have Changed My
Name To Krishan Pal,For All
Purposes. 0040620154-2

I,Keerti D/0.Prithi Singh
R/0.H.N0.426/5, Sambhav
Colony, Mandi-Village
Hills,Delhi-110047 have change
my name from Keerti to Kirti for
allPurposes, Vide-Affidavit
No0.IN-DL48928234985654U,
Dated:24/June/2022 at Delhi.

0040620079-2

I,Kanta Rani W/o Vishnu
Agarwal,R/0 Flat.No.154,5th
Floor,The Farmers CGHS
Ltd.Plot,No.8,Sector-13,Rohini
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Kanta Agarwal.

0040620160-6

I,KUMUD SHARMA,W/0 SUNIL
KUMAR,R/0 Nimbus-1801,
Paramount
Symphony,Crossing
Republik,Ghaziabad,UP-
201016,have changed my name
to KUMUD VISHWAKARMA.

0040620160-4

l,Jasmeet Singh,S/0O-Harpal
Singh,R/0-799,Shri.Nagar-
Hapur-Uttar-245101,Declare
That Jamseet Singh Longiany
And Jasmeet SinghIs The
Name Of Same-Person And In
Future | Will Be Known As
JasmeetSingh.  0040620168-6

I, AJAY JAIN S/O BRIJ MOHAN
JAIN, R/0 8289/5, MULTANI
DHANDA, PAHAR GANJ, NEW
DELHI-110055, have changed
my name to AJAY KUMAR JAIN,
permanently 0040620081-1

l,Harish S/o-Mahinder Singh,R/0
Flat.No-C-4/102 Gurgaon-
21,\Vatika India Next Sec-
83,Kherki Daula-Gurgaon
Haryana,have changed my
name to Harish Balhara.

0040620160-1

I,Farhat Ali Azad,employed as
Principal Scientist at Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research,Ministry of Science
and Technology,have changed
my name to Farhat Azad,for
all,future purposes.

0040620160-9

| BRAHMIN |

Suitable Highly Qualified
Employed Brahmin Match
Required For Beautiful 1992 Born
Gaur Brahmin Girl 5’5” Tall Mbbs
Ms Belonging To Well Settled
Family From Punjab. Doctor &
Civil Services Preferred. Contact
9967530291/9167724502 Email-
vinnis1991@yahoo.com
<mailto:Email-
vinnis1991 @yahoo.com>

0050199223-1

1,Birti Dham/ Birti,D/o Jatinder
Singh Dham,residing Q-26,
Rajouri Garden,Delhi,have
changed my name to Birti
Kaur,for all purposes.

0040620160-7

I, Manjeet Singh Purbe husband
of Amarjit Kaur Purbey D/O
Major Singh, R/0 10
Rameshwar Nagar, Model
Town 3, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110009 has changed her wife
name to Amarjit Kaur Purbe for
all future purposes.

0070791986-1

l,Ashish Kandpal S/o Shri K.N.
Kandpal,R/0 A-24,Priyadarshini
Vihar,Delhi-92,declare that
date-of-birth of my son
Jyotirmay Kandpal has been
wrongly-written as-19/10/2007
in his school-records but his
correct date-of-birth
according to his Aadhaar-card
is-19/10/2008. 0040620168-4

l,Anup Gupta,S/O-ShriO P
Gupta,R/0-G-23/241, Sector-
7,Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
Changed my name to Anoop
Gupta for all Purposes.

0040620160-8

1,Aditiy Ramaswamy Nagarajan
D/o Nagarajan Ramaswamy
R/0 G-3,SLVB SaasthaFlats,
Balaji Nagar, Nanganallur,
Chennai, have changed my
nameto ADITIY NAGARAJAN
IYER. 0040620080-1

I, Suman Lata W/o Upender
SharmaR/o Flat No-217 Second
Floor, Pocket-4, Sector-21,
Rohini, Delhi have changed my
name as Suman Sharma
permanently 0040620105-1

l, Saurabh Gupta S/o Shri
Krishna Prasad R/0 310, Sector-
A, Pocket-C, Vasant Kunj, New
Delhi-110070 had lost Original
Builder Buyer Agreement of
Flat No.1067, 10th Floor, Block-
Avalon, Mahagun Mascot,
Crossing Republik, Ghaziabad,
U.P.-201016 which was
executed by Mahagun India
PvtLtd. vide Book No.1, Volume
N0.16223, Pages-385t0 470 at
Sr.N0.15780n 22.02.2019in my
favour at the Office of Sub-
Registrar First, Ghaziabad. If
found contact Saurabh at
9873887983. 0040620108-1

I, Ananya, D/o Dr. Vijay Singh
Costa, R/0-DA/4-A, Hari Nagar,
New Delhi-110064, have
changed my name to Ananya
Costa for all future purposes.

0070791667-1

I,VIKAS KUMAR GIRISH KUMAR
SINGHAL,S/O-GIRISH KUMAR
SINGHAL R/0.HNO.152,SARAY
NASRULLAH
KHURJA,BULANDSHAHR,UTTAR
PRADESH-203131.CHANGED MY
NAME TO VIKAS KUMAR
SINGHAL. 0040620154-5

ILKIRANJIT KAUR W/O-HARBANS
SINGH R/O E-1/10,PART-
2,MODEL TOWN,DELHI-
110009.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KIRAN KAUR.

0040620154-7

I hitherto known as Avtar Singh
S/o Sh.Ram Ditta Mal residing
at 45F, Block-LP, Pitam Pura,
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Avtar Singh Mongia.

0040620130-1

I,DEEPA VIKAS KUMAR
SINGHAL,W/0O VIKAS KUMAR
SINGHAL, HNO.152,SARAY
NASRULLAH
KHURJA,BULANDSHAHR,UTTAR
PRADESH-203131.CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEEPA DIXIT.

0040620154-6

I, Rishabh ,S/o -Ajay Kumar
Singh,R/o H.no.B-59, Ashoka
Enclave-2, Sector-37,
Faridabad,Haryana-121003,have
changed my name to Rishabh Singh
for all purposes. 0040620007-2

| maTRIMONIAL |

| siku/punaBl |

SM4 MBA Sikh Khatri Boy
Dec.90/5”8” SINGLE Boy
Working in MNC (Gurgaon).
Lives in New Delhi (Punjabi
Bagh). Family is Financially
Well Off with a Good Net
Worth. Looking for a suitable
Well Educated Match,
Contact:9312312433/88105340
80

0040618097-2

| MUSLIM |

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO all that my client Sh.
Sunil Gupta S/o Sh. Vishnu Datt and his wife
Smt. Uma Gupta R/O. D-229, Raj Nagar-2,
F-Block, Near Neki Ram Public School,
Palam Colony, South West Delhi-110077
have severed all their relations with their son
Sh. Vaibhav Gupta and daughter-in-law
Smt. Nancy Gupta (D/O Sh. Surender|
Kumar Bansal) for all purposes and have
disowned and debarred them from their
movable and immovable properties. If any
person will deal with them shall do so at his/
her own risk and cost and my clients shall
not be responsible in any manner.
Sd/-
Avinash Chandra Upadhyay
Advocate
Seat No.- 10 Hall No.-5,
Lawyers Chamber Block Dist. Court,
Dwarka, Sec-10 New Delhi-110075
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public at large
that my client Aditya Rajput S/o Late

Suitable Match for Govt. Nurshing
Officer, Sunni Muslim Girl, 5’2",
Looking well setteled educated
tall Boy, Delhi/NCR, Medical/
Engineer field Preferred. Contact:
8368681191/8076103652

0040619446-1

LOST & FOUND

Our Property Document
Alotment Letter Possesion
Letter Lost Around Our House If
Found Contact E 323 GF FF SF
East Of Kailash New Delhi
110065 M: 9810012368

0050199472-1

I,Rajesh Sharma,Proprietor of
Salaria Builders,at Omaxe City
Centre,C-4,2nd Floor,Sector-
49,Sohna-Road-Gurgaon
declare that signed
cheques.N0.098174 to
098182(9-Cheques) of Current
A/c N0.0773102000001618 of
IDBI Bank Ltd. Bhiwadi,have
been misplaced/lost, we have
notissued to anyone.Finder
Please-Contact atabove
address. 0040620168-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT RASPAL KAUR W/O LATE SH
BALJINDER SING, H.NO. K-261 GALI NO-4.
KHADDA COLONY SWAROOP NAGAR
DELHI-110042 SEVERE ALL RELATION
AND DEBAR HER SON SUKHVINDER
SINGH AND HIS WIFE PARAMJEET KAUR
HIS THREE DAUGHTER NAME JAPPREET
KAUR, HARPREET KAUR, RAJNIT KAUR
AND HER DAUGHTER'S NAME RAJINDER
KAUR, KARAMJEET KAUR, HARJIT KAUR

FROM ENTIRE MOVABLE-IMMOVABLE

PROPERTIES DUE TO HOSTILE

BEHAVIOUR. MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE

RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ANY
ACTS/DEEDS.

Sd/-

MANJEET KR. CHAHAL (ADVOCATE)

Enrl. No. D/1425/18

CHAMBER NO 208 LAWYERS CHAMBERS

ROHINI COURT COMPLEX

ROHINI, DELHI-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

That my clients Sh. Ved Parkash Sharma
S/o late Durga Parsad Sharma and his
wife Smt. Kavita Sharma R/o B-6/243,
Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi-110085 has
severed all their relations with their brother
in law(Sala) Sh. Dhara Chand Sharma and
his wife Pinki Sharma due to their bad
behavior towards my clients and their
family member. My clients are not
responsible for any acts, deeds and things
done by above named persons since
today. The contents of the breaking
relation are true and correct. My client has
broken their relations of their own free will
and consent.
Sd/-
MAMTA RANI (Advocate)
E.No. D-499/94 Ch. No.525,
Rohini Court, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the public at large
that my client Mrs. Anjali Gulati
'W/0o Mr. Naveen Gulati R/o C-7,
Railway Colony, Basant Road,
Pahar§anj, Delhi-110055 , her lost
the Flat Buyer Agreement dated
15.09.2011 pertaining to Flat No.
11/171 on 17th Floor, Tower — 11,
PLAM OLYMPIA, Built on Plot
No. GH-02, Sector-16C, Greater
Noida, in the name of Mrs. Anjali
Gulati, and hence this notice is
issued to public at large that if|
anyone finds the same, kindly

contact the undersigned.
Tapan Raghav (Advocate)
G-220, Karkardooma Court,
Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT I, SANJAY
NAGPAL S/O LATE SH. NARAIN DASS NAGPAL
(N.D. NAGPAL) IS THE ALLOTTEE/MUTATEE
OF MIG FLAT NO 44B F.F BLOCK/POCKET AG-
1 VIKASPURI DELHI AND | LOST/MISPLACED
ORIGINAL PAPERS LIKE ORIGINAL DDA
POSSESSION  LETTER, NOC  FOR
ELECTRICITY AND WATER IN RESPECT OF
ABOVE SAID FLAT & HAVE LODGED A FIR/INCR
VIDE LR NO.531931/2022 DATED 025/06/2022,
WITH POLICE STATION, CRIME BRANCH,
DELHI, IF ANY BODY FIND THE SAID
DOCUMENTS, INFORM ME AT THE ABOVE
SAID ADDRESS OR PH. NO.: 8588845334. IF
ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE
SHOULD FILE AN FIR & GIVE INTIMATION TO
DY/ASST. DIRECTOR, (M..G), DDA VIKAS
SADAN, INA, NEW DELHI WITH IN 15 DAYS
FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTIGE.

Notice is hereby given to the public
that Lease Deed executed by New
Okhla Industrial Development Authority
(Noida) in favour of Mr. Dalip Khanna
Slo Sh. Amar Nath Khanna in respect
of property No. E-48, Sector 9, Noida
registered at Sub Registrar, Noida on
28-12-1985 vide musanna No. 5687
and registration No. 5686 is missing.
All persons are hereby informed not to
deal or carry out any transaction with
anyone based on the said missing
document. If anyone has already dealt
with any kind of transaction, kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within
15 days from the date hereof, failing
which any claim, if any, shall be
considered as waived.

0.P. Tanwar, Advocate
74, B-7, Sector-4, Rohini, Delhi-85

Flat No 236C, Pocket-E,
LIG Flat, GTB Enclave,
Nand Nagri, Delhi -110093.
| Mr. Shyam Lal Singh S/o
Late Sh. Ramphal Singh
have lost the DDA
Documents 1.Demand
Letter 2. Possession cum
allotment Letter for 236C,
Pocket-E,LIG Flats, GTB
Enclave, Nand Nagri, Delhi
-110093.1 have also FIR in
Police Station Vide LR
N0.523229/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE
The public at large is hereby
informed that my client Smt. Kavita
Kumar Daughter of Late Smt.
Sudarshan Arora is legal heirs of the
property bearing no. C-6/24/2,
Safdarjung Development Area, New
Delhi-110016 was owned by Late
Smt. Sudarshan Arora wife of Late
Sh.Om Prakash Arora. After her
death there is dispute amongst the
legal heirs regarding their share in
the property.
Any person dealing with the above
said property without the consent
of all legal heirs would be liable for
all risk and the consequences
arising therefrom. Any such sale/
transfer of interest would be illegal
and not binding upon remaining
legal heirs.  PRAVEEN RASTOGI
(Advocate)
Enrl No.:D-244/06

Singh and Nanda Rani W/o
Aditya Rajput R/0 -2/37, Nirankari Colony,
Delnl have severed their all relations
and diswoned their son Prashant Kumar
Rajput and his wife Minakshi Thakur
from all their movable and immovable
properties due to their misconduct and
bad activities. My client and their other
family members shall not be responsible
for any wrongful and illegal act in future.
Any person deal with them shell be self

responsible. Shashi Kant (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, K Court, Delhi-32
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that Mrs. Gita Arora
(hereinafter referred to as the said
purchaser), is purchasing the Entire Third
Floor with all above roof/terrace rights for
the property along with 1/4" proportionate
share in the still parking area, with all other
common facilities of the above-said
building with the free hold rights of
undivided, indivisible, impartible land rights
under the said property, i.e. built on Plot No.
1-124-125, Block-1, admeasuring 200 sg.
yds, Village Basai Darapur, Kirti Nagar, New
Delhi (hereinafter referred to as "said
property") from Mrs. Timsy Madaan, who is
its absolute owner vide Sale Deed dated
19.02.2021 registered as Document No.
2030. Any person, body, individual,
institution having any claim and/or
objection in respect of the said property by
way of sale, exchange, lease, lien, mortgage,
charge, encumbrance, gift, trust, easement,
maintenance, inheritance, testamentary
deposition or otherwise or having in their
custody any title documents pertaining to
the said property shall communicate the
same to the undersigned at our address
within 10 days from the publication of this
notice with documentary evidence in
support thereof, failing which all the claim,
of such person shall be considered to have
been waived and/or abandoned.
Any objections raised after the completion of
the 10 days shall not be binding upon the
said property or purchaser.
Ravi Khanna (Advocate)
A-38, Kailash Colony, New Delhi-110048
Contact: +91-11-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sale and Mortgage of
Residential Entire Ground
Floor Without Roof Rights,
of Built on Plot Bearing No.
J-15, Area Measuring 300 Sq
Yds., Situated in the layout
plan of Reserve Bank Staff
Co-operative Housing Society
Ltd., now known as Reserve
Bank Enclave, Paschim Vihar,
New Delhi ( Herein after referred
as the “said property”).

Notice is hereby given to the
General Public that my client(s)
intends to purchase the above
said property from Mr. Bharat
Bhushan Mahajan who had
acquired the same after the
death of Late Hans Raj Mahajan
through Registered WILL
dated 01.08.2014 registered
vide no. 875.

That my client(s) is/are availing
the loan to purchase the said
property from AXIS Bank Ltd.
and the said property would be
the security to the loan availed
by them. If any person including
banks, financial institutions or
any other person, relative,
organization, company, firm or
government authority having
any claim, right, title or
any interest of any nature
whatsoever into or upon the
above-referred property, is
hereby called upon to make the
same known, in writing with
documentary evidence by
registered AD Post to the
undersigned at the address
mentioned herein below within 7

(Seven) days of publication of|
Ithls notice to the undersigned
failing which the same shall be
deemed to have been waived
and/or abandoned. In the event
of no response being received to
|this notice, the purchase and
further mortgage of this property
shall be completed by our client
and its client without any
reference to and without in
any manner being affected by
any such right title, interest or
claim whatsoever.

MANISHA CHAUDHARY, ADVOCATE
JUS LEGALIS, 210, VARDHMAN STAR
CITY MALL(NEAR RAMPHAL CHOWK),
SECT-7 DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110075

011-45606363, 9899006723

“IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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Due date for opening of Tender Part-|
Due date for opening of Tender Part-1| :
All other terms & conditions of the tender shall remain unchanged.
For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal
“http://uktenders.gov.in”

No.-366

Corrigendum
Due to unavoidable circumstances the date of submission and opening of
e-tender No. 02/Manager (A&S)/2022-23 for “Providing Manpower
services for a period of one year on outsource basis for UJVN Ltd. Head
office at Dehradun” invited by the office of Manager (A&S), UJJWAL,
Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun is hereby retendered on e-
portal as below :

Last date of submitting of Bid in portal
Last date of submitting hard copy of document

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Akhilesh Saxena R/o Citi Developer Matrix
Tower, 2nd Floor, Room No. BC-217, Sec.-132, Noida-
201301 has committed
committed) the offence in Ct. case No. 19733/2016 u/s
138 NI Act,,
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said Akhilesh Saxena cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Akhilesh
Saxena has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said Akhilesh Saxena accused of Ct. case
No. 19733/2016 u/s 138 NI Act., Moti Nagar, New Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
By Order : Charan Salwan

Metropolitan Magistrate (NI Act.),
Room No. 101, West Court Building Annexe-l
Tis Hazari Court, New Delhi

complaint on 30.07.2022.

DP/935/WD/22

UJVN Limited

H .0.: 'UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephone: 0135-2763808 ; Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN NO. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website : www.ujvnl.com

1 16-07-2022 upto 17:00 hrs

1 20-07-2022 up tp 11:00 hrs
21-07-2022 uptp 11:00 hrs

Dated: 25.06.2022
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GOVT.OF. JHARKHAND

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Drinking Water & Sanitation Mechanical Division, Gumla

Very Short e-Quotation No. 05/2022-23

Rates through e-quotations are invited for "Material" category for repairing and

maintenance of 15 HP HSC C/F pump motor sets, repairing of SOKVA & 40 KVA Servo
Controlled Powerline Voltage Stabilizer and supplying fitting and commissioning 5 HP
submersible pump motor sets and other allied works at Rural W/S scheme Bharno Gumla
under D.W. & .S. Mech. Division Gumla work to drinking Water supply from reputed
Manufacturers /experience /Authorized Dealers/ Registered departmental contractor having
valid G.S.T.ILN for respective items conforming to the specifications for inclusion in the
Estimates under D.W.&. S. Mech. Division. Gumla, Government of Jharkhand, to be used in
different Pumping Plant replacement operation maintenance works shall be submitted online
in the website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in . Details and list of materials are available on the

PR 272416 Drinking Water and Sanitation(22-23).D

above e-tender Portal. The Quotationer may download the documents from the website and
quote their firm item rate excluding taxes for the Materials online from 28.06.2022 at 3.30 hrs.
t005.07.2022 at 2.00 hrs. The quotation will be opened on 06.07.2022 at 3.30pm Hours

The quotation is invited to ascertain and assess the Rate of Materials at par with lowest market
rate for framing of Estimates under D. W. &.S. Mech. Division, Gumla.

Executive Engineer,

D.W. & S. Mechanical Division,

Gumla
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WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

CORRIGENDUM
Second Corrigendum to Tender
Document of Tender No. DRM BRC
034 of 2022-23 of Tender Notice
No. DRM BRC 034 to 035 of 2022-
23 dated 10.06.2022. Date of
opening of tender No.DRM/BRC/
034 of 2022-23 published vide
tender notice No.DRM BRC 034
to 035 of 2022-23 dated
10.06.2022may be read as
11.07.2022 instead of 04.07.2022
All other terms and conditions of the
above tender notice and tender will
remain unchanged. W/623/NIT of
2022-23 dated 20.06.2022 48

Follow us EQtwitter.com/WesternRly

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice for different electrical

works Open Tender for Electical (TRD)
DRM(Electrical)/TRD/ECR/Dhanbad for
and behalf of the President of india invites e-
tender for execution of the work indicated as
under.
E-Tender No.: TRD/OT/05/PUVNL/2022-23
(i) Name of work with location and
completion of work : Utility shifting & yard
remodeling work at PTRU under deposit
terms of PUVNL (Completion period
(12)(Twelve Months) (i) Approximate cost
of the work : Rs. 2,24,29,211.29/-(cost of e-
tender from -Nil) (iii) Bid Security to be
deposited: Rs. 2,62,200/- (iv) Date & Time
for submission of closing and opening of
E-Tender: Closing of E-Tender - on
18.07.2022 at 11.00 hrs . Opening of
E-Tender - on 18.07.2022 at 11.30 hrs.
(v) Website Particulars:website_http://
www.ireps.gov.in Manual tender offer note
accepted under e-tender.

Divl. Railway Manager (Elect.) / TRD

East Central Railway, Dhanbad

PR/00481/DHN/ETRD/T/22-23/32

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender Notice for different electrical
works Open Tender for Electical (TRD)
DRM|(Electrical)/TRD/ECR/Dhanbad for
and behalf of the President of india invites e-
tender for execution of the work indicated as
under.

E-Tender No. TRD/OT/04/BINA/2022-23
Name of work with location and
completion of work : Construction of
additional track from Krishnashila silo to
buffer end of Bina siding at Krishnashila
project of NCL (Completion period
(12)(Twelve Months) Approximate cost of
the work : Rs. 52,90,943.68 (cost of e-
tender form -Nil) Bid Security to be
deposited: Rs. 1,05,900/- Date & Time for
submission of closing and opening of
E-Tender: Closing of E-Tender - on
18.07.2022 at 11.00 hrs . Opening of E-
Tender - on 18.07.2022 at 11.30 hrs.
Website Particulars:website
www.ireps.gov.in Manual tender offer note
accepted under e-tender.

Divl.Railway Manager(Elect.)/TRD
East Central Railway, Dhanbad
PR/00480/DHN/ETRD/T/22-23/32

E-TENDER NOTICE

No. DNR/S&T/Sig/22-23/2, Danapur, dtd.
23.06.2022.

Divisional Railway Manager (Signal &
Telecom), East Central Railway, Danapur
Division, for and on behalf of President of
India invites tenders on web portal
www.ireps.gov.in for the following work:

1. Name of work with its location : Provision
of Remote Terminal Unit (RTU) along with its
networking, Voice logger, hooter and fire
extinguisher at mid section interlocked LC
gate in danapur division. 2. Approximate
cost of work : %1,31,16,509.08, 3. Earnest
Money : ¥2,15,600/-, 4. Last Date & Time of
Submission : Up to 15.00 hrs. on
18.07.2022. 5. Opening of tender : 15.30
hrs. on 18.07.2022. 6. Website particulars
where detail of the work and criteria can be
seen : www.ireps.gov.in. 7. Address of the
office from where detail information can be
obtained : Sr. Divnl. Signal &
Telecommunication Engineer, East Central
Railway, Danapur. Note : Any corrigendum if
required will be uploaded on above website
before 14 days. Sr. DSTE/

ECR/Danapur
PR/0476/DNR/S&T/T/22-23/36
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Harmanpreet
leads India to
series-sealing
win over Lanka

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DAMBULLA (SRILANKA), JUNE 25

SKIPPER HARMANPREET Kaur contributed
with both bat and ball to steer the Indian
women's cricket team to a series sealing five-
wicket win over Sri Lanka in the second T20
here on Saturday. Vice captain Smriti
Mandhana's (39 off 34 balls) experience com-
plemented by the exuberance of both Shefali
Verma (17 off 10 balls) and Sabbhineni
Meghana (17 off 10 balls) helped India chase
down the 126-run target in 19.1 overs.

India stuttered in what should have beena
comfortable run chase before Harmanpreet
took India home with an unbeaten 31 of 32
balls. Sri Lanka squandered a fine start to post
a below par 125 for seven. The third and final
T20 will be played here on Monday.

It was a day to remember for Mandhana
whobecame the second fastest Indian woman
to reach 2,000 runs T20 runs. Mandhana
reached the feat in her 84th innings, becom-
ing the third Indian woman after the legendary
Mithali Raj (70 innings) and current skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (88 innings) to cross the
mark. Opting to bat firstand with the series on
line, it was the duo of captain Chamari
Athapaththu (43 off 41 balls) and Vishmi
Gunaratne (45 off 50 balls) provided an ideal
start for the Lankans by taking the Indian
bowlers to the cleaners.

The duo also put up Sri Lanka's best open-
ingstand (87)inT20s toleave the Indians fran-
tically rummaging for breakthroughs.

However, as both Athapaththu and
Gunaratne departed, it was a sorry state of af-
fairs for Sri Lanka as they lost a slew of wick-
ets, only managing an underwhelming total.
Deepti Sharma (2/34 in4 overs) was certainly
the best bowler on view while the likes of
Radha Yadav and Pooja Vastrakar also helped
India claw back with the ball.

BRIEF SCORES: SriLanka 125/7 in20 overs
(Vishmi Gunaratne 45; Deepti Sharma2/34,
Harmanpreet Kaur 1/12) lost to India 127/5
in 19.1 overs (Smirit Mandharan 39, Inoka
Ranaweera 2/18) by 5 wickets.

Harmanpreet Kaur scored 31 runs. BCCI

SPORTLINE: Hima Das won the country’s first track gold at a global meet. But in the last two years, a back injury, a
hamstring tear, and a bout of COVID-19 derailed the former world junior champions’ progress. Fresh off a 100m gold at the
Inter-State Meet, she speaks to Andrew Amsan about her overnight stardom, her physical battles, and the road ahead.

“Thought would die from Covid... kept door
open so that no one would have to break it’

Chennai holds a special place in your
heart, doesn’tit?

Yes. Even while I was a junior athlete my
first senior competition was the open nation-
alsin Chennai in 2017.1won gold in the 200m
recording my personal best timing back then.
That is how I got selected for the India camp
for the first time and my journey began.
Chennai is my lucky charm.

Ithas been a tough few years but the
smile on your face seems to have finally
returned...

[ had been feeling low for quite some time
due to my injuries. After the back injury,
missing the Olympics qualification by a
whisker due to a hamstring tear, going
through COVID. Despite the grade 2 ham-
string tear, I decided to run once during the
Olympic trials. It was a mistake that aggra-
vated my injury. Those were testing times for
me. [ didn’t go home but decided to go to
Guwahati and work with a physio. For the
next six months, I was confined to my room,
working on my injury recovery.

You haven’t spoken much about your
battle with COVID-19...

Just days after joining the camp after my
recovery, I contracted COVID. It was so bad
thatI honestly thought Iwas going to die. On
the fourth or fifth day, [ woke up gasping for
airin the middle of the night.[ opened all the
windows and unlatched the door so that no
one would have to break the door to enter if
[ die. It's something very emotional, not
many know about it.

On the second day, my taste, smell and
appetite had returned, miraculously for a
couple of hours. It was like magic. The next
day it went away again and took another two
months for normalcy to return. I had lost a
lot of weight and my muscles lost strength.
WhenIresumed practice, | wasn’t able to run
properly, I had breathing issues. My lungs
were affected. The doctors also asked me not
to exert myself.

After your recovery from COVID, you
attended camps in Turkey and
Thiruvananthapuram. How did it go?
Two months later, I showed signs of im-
provement on the track. After training in
Thiruvananthapuram, I flew to Turkey with

Hima Das targets a 400 metres return at next year’s Asian Games. Andrew Amsan

the team. I had a great time training there,
the weather was ideal. This time the coach
gave me additional responsibility - [ was
asked to lead the relay team members. We
worked a lot on our coordination and baton
exchange.

How did you handle the overnight
stardom after your U-20 Worlds medal
inFinland?

[ didn’t expect it nor was I prepared to
handle it. I think that medal changed Indian
athletics and brought a lot of attention to the
sport. There are drawbacks of being popular,
now I can’t go anywhere I feel like. When [
wasin Chennaiin 2017 Iroamed around the
streets freely. I like shopping but it’s not easy
now because people recognise me at stores.
So I just sit in my room and shop online. In
Guwabhati, | sometimes sneak out for meals
and chai but they always refuse to take

money. I have to literally force them.

[ receive a lot of love from supporters
wherever I go, I just want to request people
to come to the stadium and cheer for me and
the other athletes. I want people to fill the
stadiums like they do at cricket matches.
After all, athletics is the mother of all sports.

How did you handle the disappointment
of missing out on the Tokyo Olympics?

My team and the Athletics Federation of
India kept me motivated. The federation
treats all athletes with a lot of care. Sachin
(Tendulkar) sir told me, ‘that there will be
ups and downsin life but a true athlete keeps
fighting’. Whenever I felt I little low, I went
on short trips with family, close friends and
my coach to someplace quiet.

What is the difference between the 18-
year-old you and now?

There have been alot of changes but I still
have the heart of an 18-year-old.
Responsibitlies have increased. Earlier [
would eat whatever I got but now I follow a
strict diet. [ have become more disciplined:
having meals on time, sleeping early, etc.

How has your life transformed since the
Jr.Worlds medal? Thanks to your
sporting achievements you have access
to better facilities like stays at good
hotels.

It doesn’t matter where I stay. I can even
rest on a pavement, not kidding. In the past,
[ have travelled to national meets sleeping
on the floor next to the toilets on trains. Two
days, sometimes three. |

so quickly, my L4 and L5 regions have nig-
gles. I can’t put too much load, even at the
gym I am very careful.

Will we see you back in400m?

Let's see, if I can get fit by the next Asian
Games that would be great. It's (400m) not
over yet and will never be. 400m is a tough
but agood event for Indians. If we push a lit-
tle we can win medals at Asian Games. I still
have a year, so I will gradually try and hope-
fully, my back doesn’t trouble me.

Post your failure to qualify for the
Olympics a lot of people said harsh
things to you. Did that affect you?

Those who want to say

have had to travel from
Assam to Gujarat for meets
without reservation. I ‘
haven’t changed much,
even now whenlIgotoabig
store, [ hope I get a good of-
fer or discount (laughs).
Sports has given me every-
thing so I have to respectit.
Now I can’tgo and rest any-
where I like, or my body
will ask me questions. |
need to stay at a decent
place with a good atmos-
phere.

Agood part of your

teenage life has been HIMADAS

It doesn’t matter
where | stay. | can
even rest on a pavement,
not kidding. In the past, |
have travelled to national
meets sleeping on the
floor next to the toilets on
trains. Two days,
sometimes three... |
haven't changed much,
evennow whenlgotoa
big store, lhopelgeta
good offer or discount.”

things are most welcome
tobutlam just focused on
my work. [ know whatIdo.
I have a nice joint family
where I grew up, but for
the last six years, I have
stayed away for training.
It's not for some kind of
enjoyment. [ would wel-
come those people to
come and watch me train,
they will leave with tears
in their eyes. The training
issointense that throwing
up isn’t uncommon and
sometimes there’s a little
blood inittoo. It’s not a big
deal for athletes but for

spent training in camps.
Do you miss your friends or the lifestyle
they live?

[ am actually a very reserved person. |
don’t like to be in a loud environment or
amid alot of hustle and bustle. Ilike to stay in
my room, analyse my game, watch movies
onmy phone and listen to music. I like cook-
ing as well.

How was it switching to sprints from
400m?

The injury gave me alot of time and I have
gradually eased into sprints. And [ was a
sprinter earlier. When I left football for ath-
letics, I started off with 100m, 200m, and
long jump. It is not frustrating to switch to
sprints, the main motive is to do what is best
for my back injury. Back injuries don’t heal

those who don’t know the
drill, it will change your outlook.

What has sports given to your family?

[ wanted to clarify this. A lot of what is
shown by the media about my family isn’t
true. Some have said that we were so poor
that we couldn’t afford three meals, but that's
not true at all. My uncle retired from a govt
job, my aunt was a head teacher. My father
runs a nice farm and we have some land. All
this before [ came into sports. People should
come and see for themselves before they
write stuff about my family. If they say Hima
was poor, [ will agree but If they say my fam-
ily was poor I won't. Let me participate in the
Olympics once, then I will take you to my
hometown, show you around, and tell you
my whole story.

BRIDGE

Dealer: South Vulnerable: None
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Ifit’s your

YOUR WEEK AHEAD

QUICK CLUES
NORTH SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH ACROSS
st ani M R
Pass 3H  Pass 3 " Bibli phvd
(10954 | AKJ32 6. Biblical tower(5)
*AQ42 | #76 Pass 4D dol  Pass 10. Entertainer (9)
P 4H P P 11. Youngladies(5)
*07 *A[] PBSS ass ass 12. Clairvoyant(7)
ass 13. Arachnids(7)
T N, I < 14. Pulls with effort (4)
uth sraise to promises at least rour hearts and ten or eleven suppol ;.
points. South was keen on a slam and made a cue bid of 3S to see if North 16. Thescarcity offood (6)
could Whichhedid by bidding 4D. East's doubl that 18. Afemaledeer(3)
any diamond finesses would be offisde. North's refusal to redouble implied 21. 2016 Summer Olympics host (3)

that he did not have the king of diamonds. He went back to 4H and South
had to give up onaslam. West's lead is the eight of diamonds. How should
South play?

The WestHand: S-K985H-76 D-83C-K10632

TheEastHand: S-1074H-8D-KJ1095C-J854

Southis faced withawealth of possible finesses. He has finesses inall suits
but trumps. Which diamond would you play from dummy?

Ace: Thisfinesseisn't working sowhy bother? Queen: Afinesseisafinesse.
Maybe East was kidding with his double Small: If East has just three dia-
monds, | can let him have thi d then | can play th f diamonds
and ruff adiamond in my hand, which will set up my queen.

Ifyou take the view that East has the king of diamonds, you will go up with
theace. Thereare 1s tothink East has the king. He doubled
4D, whichis a big hint and West led the eight, a high spot card suggesting
he does not have a high card in diamonds.

After winning the first trick, you can draw trump and lead the queen of
spades. Ifitwins you can later take the club finesse and if the spade finesse
loses, you now have two spade winners which you can use to discard
dummy's ittle club. What is the trap on this hand?

If South finesses in diamonds, East will win and return a club. Now South

isfaced with ibleclubl ible spadeloser. By winning the

"

aceof di isand latersetting inner, Southg i tak-
ing eleven tricks. Finessing in diamonds runs the risk that South will take
just tentricks.

TIP: If you are in the middle of a slam auction and someone doubles a cue
bid, you do not have tobid. You can pass the bid back to your partner to see
what he wants todo. Your pass has the advantage of giving your partner-

ship extra bidding room.

Dealer: South Vulnerable: North/South

22.
23.
25.

Purchasing (6)
Horse's gait (4)
Become opaque (7)

27. Balticstate(7)

29.
30.

32
33

Mendacity (5)
Accepting; recognising or agreeing

9

. Stairs(5)

. Agile(4)
. Saw (4)

DOWN

Disliked (9)
Penitent (5)
Government by the people (9)
Threads(5)
Deceived or misled (8)
Tavern employee (9)
Tilts over (5)
Ancient invaders (5)
. Make worldwide (9)

. Publican(9)

. Alienated (9)

. Condenses written work (8)
. Distinctive culture (5)

. Leers(5)

. Irish poet (5)

. Cacophonous(5)

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

NORTH EAST 1. Shewasbooked in the Bible (4)
& K104 Py 3. (\’?l(.zs)famlhar with the novel spoken
®AI05 ¥§73 6. Goatuniversity and make it more
¢ 0102 *53 lively (3,2)
10. Meat cured, as is bacon (9)
064 £ K1053 11. One-time weightin one-time
umbrellatop (5)
WEST NORTH  EAST SOUTH 12. Italian innkeeper offers protection to
1C right person (7)
13. Canned outside hotel and diluted (7)
Pass 18 Pass INT 14. Letters demanding an answer? (4)
Pass INT Pass Pass 16. Barbel prepared for the mob (6)
Pass 18. Inshort he's the top brass who may
with queen's support become
Southopens1Candrebids INT. Northrai 1d Westisonlead. His vicious (3)

choiceiis the nine of diamonds. What do you think West has in diamonds?

21

0Old woman with alaugh

andanote?(3)

22. Page putsonallittle weightin spring

(6)
23. InAmerica, the heartless teacher

used to be behind the iron curtain (4)

25. Gives voice and breaks the tension
(7)

27. Thrash the French rock group (7)

29. Catflapcloseathand(5)

7. How no cab could get asslice of this
(45)

—_

19. Priestley confused the columns! (9)

20. Looking amazed (4-4)

24. Men baked meals(5)

25. Radicchio tastes good in little bits.
(5)

26. There are plenty of them leftin the
oceans (5)

30. Many cheer the reformation of Satan  28. Wary swimmer turns back,

(4-5)

31. Dispose of money finally after taking

up additional note (5)
32. Nice request rejected - give notes !
4

33. Biblical town subject to inflation (4)

DOWN

1. Which fish might shake the roost?
(4-5)

2. Afirst performance backed when

serviced by a city's underground (5)
4. Filminwhich Dracula comes to fear

sunsetting (9)
5. Onwhichawatchis kept close at
hand (5)
. Onlyifit's furnished (8)
7. Ancient writers made their points
with then (9)

8. Earnestly ask for some simple advice

(5)
. Sniff at agame without hesitation !
(5)
15. Plantagainst, for example, Beatle
composition (9)

encountering lines

©)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1 Archaic,5 Dukedom,
9 Annul,10 Operation, 11 Upi,12 Total,13
Munaf,14 Elcid,16 Impartial, 19 Bedraggle, 20
Yemen,22 Thigh,24 India,26 Nag,27
Hobgoblin,29 Paisa,30 Sherbet,31 Moneyed.
Down:1 Asarule,2 Convinced,3 Allat,4
Chortling,5 Dwell,6 Kea,7 Deign,8 Mindful,
13 Marry,15 Death,17 Pseudonym,18
Immensity,19 Botches,21 Niggard,23 Imbue,
24 Inlet,25 Aspen,28 Orb. CRYPTICCLUES
Across:1 Sidearm,5 Panache,9 Doggo,10
Newsflash,11 CIA,12 Dimes,13 Cream,14
Rains,16 Nitpicker,19 Trenchant,20 Peter,22
ICBMSs,24 Acerb,26 ESP,27 Mandoline,29
Naiad,30 Redgums,31 Doughty.Down:1
Side-car,2 Dogmatise,3 Aloud,4 Monomania,
5 Powys,6 Nef,7 Crane,8 Exhumer,13
Chirp,15 Sucks,17 Titledeed,18 Kittenish,19
Trimmer,21 Rapidly,23 Boned,24 Amiss,25
Bantu,28 OAU

Solutions to 2378

Birthday

Sunday June 26

You may feel all the good things lie in the
past.If so, you're mistaken. There is plenty
of good fortune still to come, as you'll be
finding out over the coming few weeks.

Monday June 27

You're a big enough person to take other
people’s demands on board and make
the most of everything that is going your
way. You'll be thinking the unthinkable.

Tuesday June 28

Your emotional ties are about to go
through a decisive phase with results
which will turn out to be totally positive.
Don't imagine, though, that a partner
should always take first place.

Wednesday June 29

You'll be ready to make the most of your
many gifts and talents, but you have to
be prepared to strip away dead wood, if
only to make space for the next year's
worth of offers and invitations.

Thursday June 30

Before you go right over the top, ensure
that you are not being influenced by
others in the wrong way. You should be
true to your deeper nature and do only
what you know to be right and proper.

Friday July 1

You will be able to implement changes
and improvements in almost whatever
area of life you wish, and that's sufficient
reason to lay your plans with care.

Saturday July 2

It looks as if past good deeds finally bring
benefits. If you take a major decision now,
then you mightjustreap the rewards soon.

JUMBLED WORDS

Difficulty Level

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
therespective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

theanswer for the given quip.

__isan___whichexists of itself. It is its own value. - Thornton Wilder (4..,6)

Instructions

every digit from

eachof the nine

nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
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Genius

TosolveaSudoku puzzle,
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nine vertical columns, in
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Money matters must
take first place. All
youcandoistryto
see that you make all

decisions in line with practical

choices. Do yourself a favour and
let others take the risks.

Children, though, rely on your

constructive help, so please do

your best to be positive. The
more you believe life can be
better, the better it becomes.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Venus, your vivacious
planetary ruler, is
moving fromone
intense position to

another, and you're not alone in

feeling sensitive. The planets are
soarranged that just about
everyone this week will be ruled
by their emotions, including
close friends and partners as
well as colleagues at work.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Now thatboth
Mercury and Venus
are once again
travelling through

determined, intense, passionate

and lively regions of the zodiac,
you have no excuse for
prevaricating, refusing to take
decisions and evading your
responsibilities. At work, please
prepare for unexpected but
productive over-time.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

It's certainly afine
time to take certain
intimate matters,
especially romance,
more seriously than usual,

especially as there seems tobe a

confrontation looming on the

horizon. Problems may arise
from an unwillingness to take
partners into your confidence, so
confess your feelings.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

Any friction s likely
to centre on your
home or family life,
but there's noreason

why this shouldn't have a

positive outcome. After all, it's

good to clear the air. You may

well be pushed into making
much-needed improvements at
with colleagues.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
will escape the
troubling disputes
by energetic Mars' passionate
relationship with powerful
rely on your common sense to
patch up quarrels between
come together nicely once you
know you have family support.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Play the peacemaker
and stay aloof from
any squabbling that's
goingon. You're

probably aware thatit's much

better to get on with your own
life as quietly and efficiently as
possible, rather thanitis torise
to provocation. Ambitious and
competitive Librans are in with
an excellent chance of a prize.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

As Mars, your ruling
planet, encounters
Neptune, planet of
strange surprises,
your energy level may first pick
up - then start to slide. At this
stage, it's therefore not in your
interest to take on too many

responsibilities. Indulge a

favourite fantasy, and make the

most of along-term dream.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
Beneath the surface,
romantic passions
are seething. There
are few things

guaranteed to reinforce affairs of

the heart more than a healthy
dose of mystery or intrigue. The
law of the universe states that all
your good deeds will be repaid in
the future. Don't judge others,
butdoyour best to helpa
partner recover their confidence.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
Mars, the planet
which rules your
energy-levels is still
behaving strangely,

forming a curious relationship

with dark, deep Pluto, an
impulsive combination thatis
bound to bring about domestic
explosions unless you take it on
yourself to act with great
reserve, dignity and wisdom.

Take the lead at work, and

propose overdue changes.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19)

This is not the best
time to countonall
your hopes working
outaccording to plan.

On the other hand, if you are

amenable to last-minute

changes, you will find there is

much of value in chance
experiences. Also, pay attention
trying to tell you something.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

current

developments will
other people's willingness to
bring old conflicts to anend and
domestic upheavals. When
everyone agrees to get on much
improve dramatically. That's
acertainty.

work, mainly inrelationships
@ With any luck, you
now being aroused
Pluto, in which case you must
friends. Professional plans will

toyour dreams, as they may be
@ The positive side of
shortly be revealed in
to share the responsibility for
better, all aspects of your life will




18 SPORT

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JUNE 26,2022

— BRIEFLY —

=
World Cup: Abhishek,
Jyothibagcompound
mixed teamgold

Paris: India won its maiden World Cup
gold in compound mixed team
archery event after the duo of
Abhishek Verma and Jyothi Surekha
Vennam outclassed their experienced
French opponents at the Stage 3 edi-
tion here on Saturday. Riding on a
spectacular start, the Indians with-
ered late resistance from the French
pair of Jean Boulch and 48-year-old
Olympic medallist Sophie Dodemont
to seal the contest 152-149, a first-
ever World Cup gold for India in the
compound mixed team event. The
gold also opened the account of
Indian archers, who have assured a
second medal in the women's recurve
team event where the trio of Deepika

Kumari, Ankita Bhakat and
Simranjeet Kaur will fight for the yel-
low metal on Sunday.

U-23football:
Indialoseto USA

Dambulla: The Indian women's foot-
ball team suffered a 1-4 defeat against
the USA in its last match of the three-
Nation U-23 tournament at
Helsingborg in Sweden on Saturday
India created a flurry of chances and
took the lead in the eighth minute
through Pyari Xaxa, but the Americans
picked up steam as the match pro-
gressed and drew level in the first half
before scoring three more after the
breather. Xaxa found the back of the net
as she pulled the trigger from long
range after being fed by Manisha
Kalyan.

Diamond League
test for Neeraj

Stockholm:A strong field awaits
Olympic javelin throw champion
Neeraj Chopra in the prestigious
Diamond League Meet in Stockholmon
June 30, which will be his biggest event
ahead of the World Championships in
Eugene, USA, next month. The 24-year-
old Chopra will come into the Swedish
capital with confidence after clinching
his first win of the season at the
Kuortane Games in Finland on June 18,
beating reigning world champion
Anderson Peters of Grenada for the sec-
ond time this month.

Hardik happytolead

IndiaagainstIreland

Malahide: He struck gold in his debut
seasonas captainin the IPL,and Hardik
Pandya admits that responsibility
brings out the best in him on a cricket
field. Hardik, wholed the Gujarat Titans
tothelPLtitle in the side's and his debut
season earlier this year, has been
named as captain of the Indian team for
the two-match T20 International series
against Ireland. And the dashing all-
rounder said he believes in taking own-
ership on the field. "Earlier also, I liked
taking up responsibility and now also
itisthe same butitisabit more respon-
sibility now.lalways believed that1did
better when I took responsibility,”
Hardik said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MP have one hand on Trophy

Patidar slams an imperious ton to knock the stuffing out of Mumbai and strengthens MP’s control in Ranji final

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
BENGALURU, JUNE 25

MUMBAIMAY have had a tiny window of op-
portunity when they reduced Madhya Pradesh
t0430for 6 -alead of 56 for MP - on the fourth
morning of the Ranji Trophy final at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru. But Rajat
Patidar’s brilliance and No 8 Saransh Jain’s
pluckensured MPstretched their firstinnings
to 536 and kept Mumbai in the field for a gru-
elling 177.2 overs.

Hardik Tamore, openingin the place of the
injured Yashasvi Jaiswal,and Prithvi Shaw be-
gan the Mumbai second innings with a stand
of 63in 10.3 overs but MP began to bowl wide
and Mumbai’s push ran out of steam with the
exit of the openers. Heading into the final day;,
Mumbai were still behind by 49 and MP's grip
ontheir maiden Ranyji title (since the state’s re-
organization) appeared ironclad.

The Chinnaswamy pitch showed some
signs of wear and tear early on the fourth day.
Mohit Avasthi got a length delivery to take off
for a surprised MP captain Aditya Shrivastava
to edge to first slip off the keeper’s gloves.
Shams Mulani got one to stay low and another
onetokick fromaround the same spot just out-
side off stump. Mulani would extend his lead
at the top of the season’s wicket-takers list to
42 scalps with a five-forin a punishing spell of
63.2 overs.

Tushar Deshpande also had his tail up early
on, generating speeds of 140kph and finding
his radar for once to uproot Akshat
Raghuwanshi’s off stump. He would slip in a
fuller one with the third new ball through the
gap between Patidar’s bat and pad later, but
the in-form batsman from Indore had MP in
sight of 500 by then.

Shouts of ‘RCB, RCB’ would ring out from
the stand next to the MP dressing room as the
crowd of a few hundred cheered Patidar’s
boundaries and his hundred, which came off
163 balls. Patidar did walk into a position of
strength with the MP score on 269 for 2 but
whatstood out was the disdain with which he
took the Mumbai bowling apart. Resuming on
67, he whipped his first ball of the day from
Avasthi for four past adiving short midwicket.

Barring one occasion where he got a bit of
a top-edge and the ball sailed wide of deep
square leg, his pulls were absolutely dismis-
sive. As were his punches off the back foot. It
was a tired attack of which only Deshpande
had some pace, but Patidar’s dominance was
of the sort that stays in the memory forawhile.
His backfoot play was strong against the spin-
ners too, with powerful cuts as well as late dabs
pastslip.

After Patidar departed, Jain kept the
Mumbai fielders waiting for some more time,
knocking the ball around and growing in con-

Tour game:

SANDIPG
JUNE 25

VIRAT KOHLI and Jasprit Bumrah averted
each other’s gaze. Kohli turned towards the
square-leg umpire and practised a forward
defensive; Bumrah strode back to the top of
his run-up. As if nothing had happened.

Seconds ago, Kohli had upper-punched
than upper cut. Bumrah for a six over the
point boundary. The ball was on the shorter
side of the back-of-length band, just outside
the off-stump. Kohli arched back, opened up
his left-shoulder and punched him aerially.

Imagine if it were to happen in a compet-
itive game, the footage would have acquired
the value of pure gold.

The snatches from the rickety live stream-
ing would still have gone viral. And those few
thousands assembled to watch the game,
well mostly Kohli and Bumrah, the shining
beacons of this Team India, could brag about
the day Kohli upper-cut Bumrahin a red-ball
game. It might take long for this event to re-
cur any time soon in red ball — the probabil-
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Karnataka at this very venue.

fidence to make 57 off 97, his maiden first-class
fifty. There were a couple of rain interruptions
inthe afternoon that took some more time out
of the game, despite play being extended un-
til 6pm, and light allowing action until just a
few minutes before that deadline. The MP in-
nings ended with Jain holing out to long-on
and giving Mulani his sixth five-for in ten in-
nings this season. It did come with a steep
learning curve as the left-arm spinner had to
toil for long periods on the third day, which
proved to be the best one for batting in this
game.

“Ittook me along time, yes, 63 overs. But it
was important for me to hold one end up as

more important.

“The third day was a very big learning
phase for me because the wicket was not do-
ing anything. But I had to keep bowling,  had
to be there all the time. I got the results on
the fourth day but I would have loved to get
this result on the third day. But you watch
and learn.”

Mulani maintained that despite trailing MP,
Mumbai are still not completely out of the
match. “Good first session tomorrow and we
are in the game,” Mulani said.

“If we get 50-60 overs to bowl them out, it
is the fifth day, the pitch will turn, some might
stay low, so we do have a chance. This game is
not over yet.” Mumbai did come out with
plenty of intent as Tamore and Shaw bashed a
few fours and sixes but on 25, Tamore edged a

matchin the 40s.

Inthe only final MP have made previously,
in 1998-99, they took a 75-run first-innings
lead against Karnataka at this very venue. Set
atarget of 247, they were 108 for 3 before col-
lapsing to 150 all out late on the final afternoon
and surrendering their grasp on the title.

Chandrakant Pandit was the MP captain
then; as their coach now, he appears to have
made sure there is very little possibility of a re-
peat 23 years later.

Brief scores: Mumbai 374 & 113 for 2 (Prithvi
Shaw 44, Armaan Jaffer batting 30, Suved
Parkar batting 9) trail Madhya Pradesh 536
(Yash Dubey 133, Rajat Patidar 122, Shubham
Sharma 116, Saransh Jain 57; Shams Mulani
5/173, Tushar Deshpande 3/116) by 49 runs.

England strike
late to seize
control of
Headingley Test

REUTERS
LEEDS,JUNE 25

ENGLAND'S BOWLERS struck three times in
quick succession late on day three to take con-
trol of the final Test against New Zealand at
Headingley on Saturday and stay on course
for a3-0 series sweep.

The tourists were on 168-5 and led
England by 137 runs whenrain brought a pre-
mature halt to the day's play.

New Zealand got off to a promising start
intheir second innings thanks to a fluent half-
century from Tom Latham (76) but lost their
way after the opener was dismissed by debu-
tant Jamie Overton (1-34) off the first ball af-
ter tea. Devon Conway (11) was soon to fol-
low, succumbing to Joe Root's part-time
off-spin before England landed the big scalp of
opposition skipper Kane Williamson, who
perished for 48 after edging behind to
Matthew Potts (2-20).

Jack Leach (1-26) also got in on the act af-
ter Henry Nicholls (7) chipped one straight
back to him as New Zealand collapsed from
125-1t0 161-5.

Earlier, Jonny Bairstow smashed a magnif-
icent 162 while Overton fell three runs short
of a century as England were dismissed for
360 in their first innings for a 31-run lead.

Resuming on their overnight total of 264-
6, Bairstow and Overton continued to play
positively early in the morning session before
thelatteredged paceman Trent Boult to Daryl
Mitchell at first slip to miss out on his land-
mark. Bairstow and Overton came together
with England at 55-6 and their brilliant res-
cue act resulted in a 241-run partnership for
the seventh wicket to keep the hosts afloat.
Overton struck 13 fours and two sixes in his
136-ball knock.

His dismissal brought Stuart Broad to the
wicket and he struck a 36-ball 42, targeting
fellow pace bowler Boult in the 60th over by
smashing him for two fours and a massive
six and punishing Neil Wagner in the next
over. However, Broad was then bowled by
Tim Southee before Bairstow, who hit 136in
92 balls at Trent Bridge in the second test to
win the match, fell looking to raise the scor-
ing rate as Michael Bracewell had him caught
at long-off by Boult.

Bairstow later took the gloves after regular
wicket-keeper Ben Foakes was unable to take
the field due to stiffness in his back. England
said Foakes will be assessed overnight.

Brief scores: New Zealand 329 & 168 for 5
(Tom Latham 76, Kane Williamson 48;
Matthew Potts 2/20) vs England 360 (Jonny
Bairstow 162, Jamie Overton 97; Trent Boult
4/104)

Kohli gets into groove with a watchful fifty

ity of this not recurring is likelier.

Later, post tea, Bumrah snared Kohli, a ball
after he was punched behind point for a four
in emphatic fashion. But their duel, titanic
and eventful as it might sound, was not a po-
tent, unputdownable stuff. It was humdrum,
with Kohli blunting most balls with a brisk
back-foot stride, or shouldering arms on
length, and Bumrah testing his former cap-
tain’s patience rather than stroke-play.

There was no raging intensity. Even after
the six —an upper-cut six no less — Bumrah’s
response was un-hostile. He did not unleash
the bouncer or the yorker, the classical re-
sponses of an insulted fast bowler. He dili-
gently probed the fifth-stump channel, ping-
ing the ball back-of-length.

Maybe, he knows the futility of trying to
bounce Kohli out. Pace or bounce, short or
short-of-length, seldom rattle him. His in-
tact reflexes and judgment bestow him the
time to decide the right response, keep the
right shape and process the right stroke.

It's fuller lengths that trouble him. In this
game, it was not Bumrah or Roman Walker
that tormented him the most, that beat him

Virat Kohli hit five fours and a six in his

98-ball 67. BCCl

most often, but Abidine Sakande, of Burkina
Faso-descent, more medium fast than fast
medium. In plain-sight, he seems nothing
more than a trundler, prone to lavishing bats-

men with full-tosses and short-balls. But
then, when he hit the full lengths, he ex-
tracted movement both ways, and beat
Kohli's outside edge several times in the first
innings. He finally induced an edge, lulling
Kohli into a drive, only for the umpire’s mis-
judgement thatit was abump ball. He barely
bowled in the second innings to Kohli, but
trouble came from one from Kohli’s own sta-
ble, Navdeep Saini, the reserve bowler.

Saini, his Test prospects bleak, was the
most incisive bowler. He seamlessly alter-
nated his lengths — he took out a defiant KS
Bharat with a short ball, a scratchy Hanuma
Vihari with a good-length ball and troubled
Kohli with full balls.

Kohli, assertive from the start, looked to
dismiss him through covers, only that the
ball would move devilishly late into him,
brushing his inside edge. Twice in succes-
sive balls, the ball eluded the stumps by the
margin of a coat of paint. On another occa-
sion, it held the line, as the ball just whistled
past the outside edge of Kohli.

But Saini apart, he dealt all bowlers with
a sense of authority that portends an immi-

nent end to his century-drought. The signs
in warm-up games are not so much defini-
tive as they are indicative. Nonetheless, Kohli
seemed settling into the groove during his
67, sprinkled with five fours and a six, just as
Vihari looked utterly lost, confused in judg-
ing lengths, uncertain in committing to ei-
ther foot, and often ending up playing from
the crease.

Unlike in the firstinnings, wherein he per-
ished playing an expansive drive, he bade time
and survived testy spells. But still, he came
nowhere close to locating his best form,and so
unsure of the off-stump that it was inevitable
that he nicked one to the keeper.

He was aghast with himself. So was
Cheteshwar Pujara, who, after an untroubled
22, stepped out to left-arm spinner R Sai
Kishore, was beaten in the flight and
stumped. How he would have wished for a
second hit, like Shreyas Iyer, who batted
twice on Sunday for 62 runs. So did Ravindra
Jadeja, but the only passage of play one
would remember from the day, or the match
so far, would be the Kolhi-Bumrah duel, even
if not edge-of-the-seat stuff, a blockbuster.

I don’t think lack of points will affect our mindsets on the day: Murray

NAMITKUMAR
JUNE 25

AFTER A controversial build-up, claims and
counter-claims, Wimbledon is set to begin on
Monday. The familiar sights of the perfectly-
manicured lawns, players wearing pristine
whites and spectators in their jackets and ties,
sundresses and jumpsuits, Panama hats and
sunglasses may give an impression that it is
business as usual at SW19.

In truth, however, the year’s third Grand
Slam will get underway in circumstances that
are stranger than ever in recent history. The
men’s world No. 1, Daniil Medvedev, will be
missing from the main draw after the All
England Lawn Tennis Club (AELTC) banned
Russian and Belarusian players following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

And he isn’t the only one. World No. 8
Andrey Rublev and three of the women’s top
20 - Aryna Sabalenka, Daria Kasatkina, and
Victoria Azarenka — won't be there as well.
The move did not go down well with most of
the players or the sport’s regulatory bodies,
who reacted by stripping the tournament of
ranking points.

The decision split the tennis world. Many,
like four-time major champion Naomi Osaka,

suggesting it reduces the tournament,
steeped deep in tradition, to a mere exhibi-
tion event. Not everyone agrees with Osaka’s
deduction, however. And no other high-pro-
file player has been as vocal on this as two-
time champion Andy Murray, who had com-
pared the prestige of the tournament to the
FIFA World Cup or the Golf Masters.

In an email interview with The Indian
Express, Murray doubled down on his claim.
“I've spoken a lot about this already. [ don’t
think it (lack of points) will affect our mind-
sets on the day - we will all still be playing to
win Wimbledon,” he said. “I think it's huge
for both fans and players. It's such an iconic
venue and feels very special walking out onto
court there. Most tennis players grew up
watching Wimbledon, so it’s their dream to
play on the grass one day.”

Murray talked about Wimbledon’s charm,
an element that many argue has been at a
premium at some of the world’s biggest
sporting events. Wimbledon takes place this
year at a time when many sports find them-
selves at a crossroads: in golf, a Saudi-back
league is paying players millions to prize
them away from the PGA and European
Tours; franchise T20 league has raked in a
record-breaking broadcasting deal while the
number of competitive Test-playing coun-

tries can be counted on one hand; and, in nor-
mal circumstances, it would have been fight-
ing for eyeballs with the football World Cup,
which will instead be held in Qatar in the win-
ter this year under a cloud of controversies,
corruption, and bribery.

Wimbledon, in that sense, is one of the
outliers in world sport. It is untouched by cor-
porate or state-owned money and its myriad
of traditions — sponsor logo-free courts, all-

Wimbledon is such a unique
tournament - despite being a
huge event, you still feel like you
are playing at a club... People
know what to expect here,and |
think with all the uncertainty in
the world at the moment, people
like that.”

ANDY MURRAY
FORMER WORLDNO. 1

white dress code, ‘The Queue’ in which peo-
ple camp for hours on end for a ticket, and
many others - remain intact. Murray believed
itis the history and heritage of the event,and
the assurances that these traditions provide
that have kept its brand so strong.

“Wimbledonis such a unique tournament
-despite being a huge event, you still feel like
youare playingataclub... People know what
toexpect here, and I think with all the uncer-
tainty in the world at the moment, people like
that,” he says.

There is concern among fans about ten-
nis as a product, though. There are calls to
scrap best-of-five matches to compete for the
falling attention spans of a newer generation,

to make tournament schedules leaner,
matches shorter, and the sport more specta-
tor-friendly.

While he does not think the format needs
changing, Murray said the game has to evolve
with its audience: “It’s always important to
listen to the fans and try to understand what
they want. Tennis is competing for attention,
not just from other sports but from the enter-
tainment industry, things like Netflix, esports,
so we need to make sure we stay relevant.”

Murray himself comes into Wimbledon
in good nick. The Scot reached the top 50 of
the rankings for the first time in four years fol-
lowing a final in Stuttgart, where he beat
Stefanos Tsitsipas and Nick Kyrgios. The re-
sult hasraised his stock asadark horse in the
main draw. While he is nursing an abdominal
injury, which he said is not very serious, a
deep run at SW19 will be his first at a Major
since 2017.

After a few injury-plagued seasons, the
35-year-old underwent a hip replacement in
2019 which was believed to sideline him from
the game. The Scot rallied to come back and
compete on tour but has been unable to re-
produce the highs of his career. True to form,
however, his expectations from himself re-
main high, and he still comes into a Grand
Slam with the belief that he can win.

“I think as a professional athlete, you've
always got to back yourself to go all the way.
Having belief in yourself is a crucial part of
winning and I've been pleased with how
I've been playing this year. Getting through
to the final in Stuttgart was great and I'm
hopingI can do well at Wimbledon this year
too,” he says.

His perspective has changed after the in-
jury though. The three-time Major winner
has been dedicating more time to his busi-
ness interests outside tennis. This includes
the Cromlix hotel in Scotland, a place that
Murray says has always been special to him
and his family, which he has turned into a
five-star destination. He also runs his own
tennis apparel line, AMC, and his own sports
management agency, 77, with which he is
“mainly involved in mentoring up and com-
ing athletes.”

“My main priority remains tennis though
and I'm really enjoying being able to focus
on that for now,” he clarifies. Following
Wimbledon, the Scot plans to travel to the
United States for the hard court swing ahead
of the US Open, during which time he is go-
ing to do his best to take a break. “Rest is
something I've realised is really important as
I've got older, so I may even fit in a holiday
with the family at some point as well.”
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