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NOTICEBOARD EDUCATION CC EE LL EE BB RR AA TT II OO NN SS ,, EE VV EE NN TT SS

It is today beyond doubt that international law plays a prominent
role in the global order. The Indian Society of International Law,
New Delhi through its activities is steering the debate among
young Indian scholars in the field of international law. Its 20th
SummerCourseon InternationalLawfrom6-17June2022 is in-
tending to update the knowledge of Public and Private Interna-
tional Law with specific references to current issues including
Ukraine and Russia Conflict. Eminent experts in the field of inter-
national law including judges, academicians and Ministry offi-
cials aredelivering lectures.Theparticipation is received fromall
over India includes academicians, professionals as well as stu-
dents pursuing or have completed law, political sciences or in-
ternational relations. Registration can be done at
https://www.isil-aca.org/.

COURSE-INDIAN SOCIETY OF INT’L LAW
Nitya Soni, a student of B.Sc (H) Physics Final year, Amity Institute
of Applied Sciences, Shubahnkit Sudhakar, M.Tech, Artificial Intel-
ligence, 1st Year – Amity School of Engineering & Technology,
under the mentorship of S. Kumar from Amity Innovation Design
Center, have won “Toycathon 2022”, an inter-ministerial initiative
organized by Ministry of Education’s Innovation Cell with the sup-
port from AICTE, for their project N-BRAILLE, a learning device for
the visually-impaired. N-BRAILLE is a cost-effective device ca-
pable of providing education to visually impaired people who are
willing to learn& the teamhadbeenworkingon their idea for the last
1 yr along with Amity Innovation & Design Centre. Out of lakhs of
ideas, 17,770 ideas were shortlisted in the first round & only 7
ideas were awarded per nodal centre at Grand Finale of Toycathon
Physical edition, N-BRAILLE being one of them.

AWARD-AMITY UNIVERSITY

The Vice Chancellor of
Guru Gobind Singh In-
draprastha University
Padma Shri Prof. (Dr)
Mahesh Verma has
been appointed as the
new Chairman of cov-
eted University College
of Medical Sciences of
Delhi University. Dr
Verma is also Professor
Emeritus, Maulana Azad
Institute of Dental Sci-
ences, New Delhi. He is
the President of Interna-
tional Association of Dental Research (India) & Vice Chair-
man of World Dental Federation, Geneva, Switzerland and
also Vice Chairman of Science Committee representing In-
dia. He is also recipient of prestigious Dr B. C. Roy Award in
the field of dentistry. Reacting on the new assignment Dr
Verma said, we will try to elevate this college at new heights
in the field of medical education.

APPOINTMENT-GGSIPU

DAV Public School Sreshtha Vihar recenlty organized the
Farewell Assembly for Class XII Session 2021-2022 .The pro-
gramme began with a special assembly which reverberated with
the sounds of vedic mantras , gayatri mantra and shanti path in-
fusing sanctity, purity and serenity in the air. This was followed by
the Blessing Ceremony. While addressing the students, Principal
Suhasini Kushinder Nath emphasized the need to be sincere,
diligent and perseverant to be successful in whatever they do in
this new phase of their journey of life. She further added that the
school has done its best to develop them holistically and pro-
vided them with the necessary tools skills and values that will
enable them to stand in good stead in every situation.

FAREWELL-DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL

FORE School of Management (FSM), New Delhi, held the XXV
Convocation recently. The event was graced by Suresh
Narayanan, CMD at Nestlé India Limited, New Delhi. Dr. Ji-
tendraDas,Directorwelcomed theChiefGuestandadvised the
passing out students that “Never be afraid of making mis-
takes in life. Mistakes are part of human nature. Learn from
your mistakes, don’t repeat them, and move on. Life is full of
challenges, obstacles, and surprises. But with hard work and
apositiveattitude,onecanachievesuccess”.Hewishedall the
post-graduating students success and encouraged them to
bringmore laurels toFORE, theirAlmaMater.Presenting theac-
tivity report, Dr. Das highlighted the milestones that FORE
School achieved for theyear2021-22.Dr. JitendraDasalso in-
formed about four new verticals of FORE Society.

CONVOCATION-FORE SCHOOL OF MGT.

IMS GHAZIABAD Dr. Urvashi Makkar, Director, IMS Ghazi-
abad was invited as Expert Speaker in the premier Indo-
GlobalEntrepreneurshipConclave2022on the theme“Accel-
erating Business Growth in the Post Covid Scenario”
recently. Sharing her views, Dr. Urvashi traced the chang-
ing entrepreneurial landscape in the country from yester-
years to the current times. She highlighted that the crucial as-
pect of entrepreneurship must not be discussed in silos. She
drew the attention of the attentive audience to the numerous
initiativesundertakenat IMSGhaziabad for fosteringentrepre-
neurial mindset in the budding professionals.

CPJ College of Higher Studies & School of Law, Narela shall
be organizing the Annual Convocation Ceremony on 12th June,
2022. General Secy of CPJ College Dr. Abhishek Jain and DG
Yugank Chaturvedi released a joint statement and said - this
would really be a moment of Honour for all, especially for the
Pass out Students of BBA (Gen.)/ BBA (CAM)/ BCA/ B.Com.
(Hons) and B.A.LLB/ BBALLB who will be awarded with their
hard earned Graduation Degrees by the distinguished guests.
Prof. (Dr.) Mahesh Verma, Vice-Chancellor, Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University and Prof. (Dr.) Amita Dev, VC, IGDTUW
shall be the Chief Guest and Guest of Honour respectively.

M.P. POWER GENERATING COMPANY LTD
(Govt. of M.P. Undertaking)

O/o E.D. (O&M:Gen.) Block No. 6 Shakti Bhavan Rampur
Jabalpur Pin : 482008

No. 07-03/OSG/44 Dated : 26-05-2022

Notice for Tender
Tender for engagement of Retired/Ex NTPC

personnel for chemical wing related works of thermal

power plants.

MPPGCL intends to engage 07 numbers of experts on
contract Basis, having adequate work experience in

NTPC's thermal power plant chemistry works.

MPPGCL invites physical applications for
engagement from Retired/ Ex NTPC professionals. The
details regarding pre-qualification, scope of work and
mode of application can be downloaded through
website free of cost.
Last Date of receipt of application : 25-06-2022

https://www.mppgcl.mp.gov.in/

Sd/-

E.D. (O&M;Gen)
MPPGCL Jabalpur

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR

(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)

E-Mail / E-despatch
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

Bid Identification No. Online Tender /15-2022-23/BPR

(i) No EMD is required as per O.M.No. 8484 Dt. 05.04.2022 of Finance Department, Govt of Odisha. But Bid Security
declaration should be furnished by the bidders as mentioned in the DTCN.

(ii) Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the bidder as per the items mentioned in the eligible criteria
of the DTCN will also liable for rejection of his tender.

Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website: - www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer
R.W. Circle, Berhampur

OIPR- 25071/11/0023/2223

O-380

Identification
No

Name of
work

No. of
Works

Approx. Estimated Cost
(In lakh)

Class of
Contractor

Period of Completion

Online Tender /
15-2022-23/BPR

Bridge Works
(BSY)

02 Nos From Rs. 639.04 lakhs to
Rs. 839.89 Lakhs

"Special" & "Super"
Class as applicable

18 (Eighteen) & 24 (Twenty Four)
Calendar Month as provided

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No Availability of tender online for bidding
From To

Chief Construction Engineer,
R.W. Circle, Berhampur

Online Tender/15-2022-23/BPR 04.06.2022 at
10.00 A.M.

18.06.2022 upto
3.00 P.M.

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Online bids are invited by the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Chauntra Distt. Mandi (H.P.)-175032 on behalf of
Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering system for the under mentioned work from the qualified and expe-
rienced contractors/firms.
1. Name of work:- Providing Flood Protection works and channelization on river Beas near area of Lad Bharol & Langna
in Tehsil Lad Bharol in District Mandi H.P (SH:- Construction of Wire crated embankment with apron/Gabion wall from RD
523 to 784= 261 Rmt
Estimated Cost : - Rs. 1,99,77,388/-Only Earnest Money : - Rs. 2,32,274//- Only Time Limit : - One year
Cost of tender document : - Rs. 1500/-
2. Name of work:- Providing Flood Protection works and channelization on river Beas near area of Lad Bharol & Langna
in Tehsil Lad Bharol in District Mandi H.P (SH:- Construction of Wire crated embankment with apron/Gabion wall from RD
0 to 523= 523 Rmt
Estimated Cost : - Rs. 4,00,31,308/-Only Earnest Money : - Rs. 4,32,813/- Only Time Limit : - One year
Cost of tender document: - Rs. 2500/-

Schedule of tendering:-

1. Bid Submission start date 30.05.2022 05.00 PM

2. Bid Submission end date 13.06.2022 05.00 PM

3. Opening of Cover-I 15.06.2022 at 11.30AM

4. Opening of Financial bid Date and place to be notified separately.

Conditions:-
Tender documents, Terms and conditions and other instruction can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal
https://hptenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer,
JS Division, Chauntra1392/HP

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Executive Engineer, Shimla, Division No. I, HPPWD, Shimla-3, H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the item rate

bids, in electronic tendering system from appropriate class of HPPWD/HP Jal Shakti Vibhag , the contractors registered with any
other State/Central Govt. Departments /Corporations/PSUs and Principal manufacturer of pothole repair machine and having
executed similar work the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

The bidders are advised to note other details of tender such as scope of services , eligibility criteria and additional condition of
contact from the department website www.hptender.gov.in

The executive Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all tenders without assigning any
reason.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Starting date Earnest Deadline for Time Pre-bid
No. cost for downloading Money submission Allowed meeting date

Bid of Bid of Bid

1 202702337 07-06-2022 4054100/- 21-06-2022 730 daysRepair of pot holes /patch
work with auto mechanized
machine using Cold mix
Spray technology on various
roads under HPPWD 4th
Circle Shimla (Shimla
Division No-I, Thoeg and
Shimla Division No-III).

15-06-2022 in
the office of
Chief Engineer
(SZ) HPPWD
Shimla
NirmanBhawan
Shimla.

1409/HP

Tender Notice No.141/APMSIDC/2022-23, Dated:31.05.2022
APMSIDC invites tenders through e-procurement platform
(https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in)
Drugs Wing: T.No.141/ APMSIDC/ Medicine Wing/2022-23-
Procurement and supply of medicines for teaching hospitals of
DME and district hospitals of APVVP under de-centralized
budget from the medical agencies/ chain pharmacy.
Tender Notice No.3/APMSIDC/2022-23, Dated:31.05.2022
Equipment Wing: 1) Procure and supply of Equipment and
other items to various Govt. Hospitals in A.P. under different
schemes of NHM Funds 2) Selection of service provider for
providing referral transports for pregnant women for 4 ANCs
and 1 PNC in A.P. under PPP Mode 3) Procure and supply of
medical equipment and other items to APVVP Hospitals under
NABARD Scheme. 4) Identification of vendor for printing and
distribution of Dr. YSR Aarogyasri Health Card to the
Beneficiaries in Andhra Pradesh 5) Procure and supply of
Medical equipment to DME Hospitals in A.P.
For complete details, please visit Website: http://
tender.apeprocurement.gov.in from 02.06.2022.
APMSIDC will reverse the right to cancel the tender at any time
without assigning any reasons.
Ro No: 1107PP/CL/ADVT/I/I/2021-22 Sd/- for MANAGING DIRECTOR

AANNDDHHRRAA PPRRAADDEESSHH MMEEDDIICCAALL SSEERRVVIICCEESS &&
IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT CCOORRPPOORRAATTIIOONN
APMSIDC, Plot No.9, Survey No. 49, IT Park, Mangalagiri, Guntur District-522503

PRESS NIT. NO. 05 (2022-23)/EE (SDW) VI

Further details in this regard can be seen at (https://gem.gov.in)
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 156(2022-23)

Sd/- (J.C. Garg)
EE(SDW)VI

S.
No

Name of Work Estimate
Cost

E/Money Tender
Fee

Date of release of
tender in

e-procurement
solution

Last date/ time of
receipt of tender

through
e-procurement solution

1. Procurement of Mustard oil for the staff
under the division EE(SDW)VI.

3102528/- 61000/- 500/- GEM/2022/B/2219560
Dt.30.05.2022

10.06.2022 at 3:00 P.M.

Stop Corona: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing and Maintain Hygiene

DELHI JAL BOARD
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (SDW) NW

THROUGH Executive Engineer (SDW) -VI
6th FLOOR, VARUNALAYA, PH-II, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005

Email: eesdw06@gmail.com

Regd. Office.: PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

(Contact No. 9646118754)

Tender Enquiry No. 286/ASHP/DPR Dated: 30.05.2022

Dy. CE/ Hydel Projects, PSPCL, Shed A-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala
invites E-Tender for carrying out studies for Renovation, Modernization &
Uprating (RMU) & Life Extension (LE) work of 4x33.5 MW Hydro
Generating Machines of Anandpur Sahib Hydel Project- Preparation of
DPR including measurement of input energy parameters (head, dis-
charge etc), Scope of work, Technical Specifications & Tender Document.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.pun-
jab.gov.in from 03.06.2022 onwards.
Note: Corrigendum and Addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in C204/22 14651/PB
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FAREWELL
TO KK
WestBengalChiefMinister
MamataBanerjeewith
familymembersofKKin
KolkataonWednesday.The
53-year-oldsingerdiedon
Tuesdaynightafter
performingataconcert.
ParthaPaul
REPORT, PAGE15

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

MONEYLAUNDERING INVESTIGATION

Chargeshollow,notscared:Cong;documentsdon’t lie:BJP

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

WEEKSAFTERtheEnforcement
Directorate (ED) questioned
Congress leaders Mallikarjun
KhargeandPawanBansalincon-
nectionwithitsNationalHerald
money laundering probe, the
central agency has summoned
the party's president Sonia
GandhiandLokSabhaMPRahul

Gandhi to appear before it on
June 8 in connection with the
case filedsixmonthsago.
The summons drew furious

reactions from the Congress,
which described the case as
“weird”since“nomoneywasin-
volved”andsaidthatthecharges
were “more hollow than a pack
ofcards”.“Wewillfacethem.We
arenotabit scaredoroverawed
or intimidated by such cheap

CONTINUEDONPAGE8

Breaking with
Centre, Bihar
BJP backs Nitish
on caste census

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, JUNE1

BREAKINGRANKSwiththeparty
on the issue of caste census, the
Biharunitof theBJPWednesday
joined all political parties of the
state to unanimously decide in
favourof astatecastecensus.
After an all-party meeting,

ChiefMinister and JD (U) leader
Nitish Kumar said since the
Centre hasmade it clear that a
nationwidecastecensuscannot
bedone,thestatehasdecidedto
conduct itsowncastecensus.
“All nine parties unani-

mously decided to go ahead
with the caste census.Wewill
soon get it approved by the
(state) Cabinet and allocate
funds for the purpose.Wewill

CONTINUEDONPAGE8

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

ATTHEheartofthecourtroomde-
bateovertheGyanvapimatter,the
hearing ofwhichwill resume in
theVaranasiDistrictCourtonJuly
4,isa1942rulingoftheAllahabad
High Court that dealt with the
ownershipofthemosqueandthe
landsurroundingit.
Both parties in the suit rely

ontherulinginDinMohammad
and Others versus Secretary of
State tosupport their claims.
The plea by five Hindu

womenseekingtherighttowor-
shipMaa Shringar Gauri on the
outer wall of the Gyanvapi
mosque complex claims that

CONTINUEDONPAGE8

RAAKHIJAGGA
KOTLIKALAN(MANSA), JUNE1

ONMAY10,MewaSingh’sfamily,
including his wife and four
daughters,carriedouttheirusual
eveningroutinebeforeturningin
on the verandah of their two-
roomhouseinKotlikalanvillage

inPunjab’sMansadistrict.
Mewa, a 47-year-old Dalit

landless farmer, had been look-
ing depressed for the past few
days,buthisfamilyhadgotused
to it over the years. Two days
back,hehadgatheredthescraps
strewn around the dingy cow-
shed, including iron grilles and

CONTINUEDONPAGE8

DINMOHAMMAD&Ors
vsSecretaryof State is
oneofmanysubmis-
sionsbeingmade in the
Varanasi courtwhich
has todecideonmain-
tainabilityof thesuit.

CaseofDin
Mohd,1942

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

National Herald case: Appear on
June8, ED tells Sonia and Rahul

SoniaGandhiataparty
event inNewDelhion
Wednesday. TashiTobgyal

MewaSingh’swifewiththeir
elderdaughters.GurmeetSingh

Amid unabated Punjab farm suicides, 4
girls of a family brace for a grim future

Litigants turn
to 80-year-old
court ruling to
press claims in
Gyanvapi case

EXPRESSNETWORK

MAHARASHTRA:
COVID CASESCROSS
1,000MARK FOR 1ST
TIMESINCE FEB
PAGE15

New Delhi
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Sonia and Rahul
tactics,”theparty'sspokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi said at a press
conferencealongwiththeparty’s
communication head Randeep
Surjewala.
Reacting to the Congress' al-

legations that the Government
wastryingtoquelltheopposition
likehowtheBritishhadtrieddur-
ing the freedom struggle, BJP
president J P Nadda said that
“documentsdon't lie, anddocu-
ments are permanent and
thereby they are being scruti-
nised”. “Theproblemiswiththe
face but the mirror is being
cleaned,”Naddatoldreportersin
Bhopalwhere he is on a three-
dayvisit.
TheEDcaseisbasedonatrial

court order that allowed the
IncomeTaxDepartmenttoprobe
the affairs of National Herald
newspaperandconductataxas-
sessmentofSoniaandRahul.The

orderwastheresultofapetition
filed by BJP MP Subramanian
Swamyin2013.
Swamy's complaint had al-

legedcheatingandmisappropri-
ation of funds on part of the
Gandhis in acquiring the news-
paper. Swami had alleged that
theGandhisacquiredproperties
owned by National Herald by
buying the newspaper's erst-
whilepublishers,AJL,throughan
organisation called Young India
inwhich they have 86 per cent
stake. Sonia and Rahul were
granted bail in the case by the
trialcourtonDecember19,2015.
InSwamy'scomplaintbefore

the trial court, Sonia, Rahul and
othershavebeenaccusedofmis-
appropriatingfundsbypayingRs
50 lakh for Young Indian (YI) to
obtain the right to recover Rs
90.25crore thatAJLowed to the
Congress.
Itwas alleged that YI,which

was incorporated inNovember

2010withacapitalofRs50 lakh,
hadacquiredalmostalltheshare-
holdingofAJL,whichwasrunning
NationalHerald. The I-T depart-
menthadclaimedthattheshares
ownedbyRahulinYIwouldlead
himtohavean incomeofRs154
croreandnotaboutRs68lakh,as
wasassessedearlier.Ithasalready
issued a demand notice for Rs
249.15 crore toYI for the assess-
mentyear2011-12.
Earlier, ED had initiated a

moneylaunderingprobeagainst
AJL in2018 inconnectionwitha
plot allotted to it in Haryana's
Panchkulabythenchiefminister
andCongress leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda. The ED had at-
tached the plot, accusing the
company of having acquired it
“fraudulently”. Hooda is an ac-
cused in themoney laundering
case registered by the agency in
thematter.
The Congress said on

Wednesday that the summons
forSoniaandRahulwerereceived
“just a fewdays ago” and Sonia
will“100percent"appearbefore
theED. “If RahulGandhi is here,
hewillalsogo.Otherwisewewill
seeksometime,”Singhvisaid.
Singhvi said that AJL had

comeunderfinancialstressover
the decades after which the
Congress stepped in and over a
periodoftimegavearoundRs90
croreasfinancialsupport.
“SoAJL became an indebted

company, a companywithdebt.
AJL didwhat every company in
India does...it converted its debt
into equity. So this debt of Rs 90
crorewasassignedtoanewcom-
pany. It is called Young India so
that the books of AJL become
debt-free,”hesaid.
“Young India, in turn,which

received the debt, was a newly
createdcompanyunderaspecial
provisionoftheCompaniesAct-
- Section 25 -- which has very
twovital conditions. It has to be
anot-for-profitcompanybydef-
inition,bystatuteandbylaw,and
no dividend can be given to its
shareholdersordirectors.Soyou
cannottakeapenny,”hesaid.
“The third important facet is

thatAJLcontinuestoholdall the
properties itwasholdingearlier.
It continues to be the owner of
National Herald and its printer
andpublisher.Theonlychangeis
that Young India is holding the
shareholdingofAJL...YoungIndia
cannot usemoney in any form
which it gets because it cannei-
ther pay dividend nor accumu-
lateprofitbywhichitcangiveout
themoney,”headded.
Alleging that the case was

filed with malafide intent,
Singhvi said: “This iswhybetter
minds, objective minds, non-
malevolent,non-malafideminds
closed this case in file but as
malafide as this government is,
they sack the head of ED at that
time,theygetanewopinionand
they try to reopen in respect of
which seven years later today
they are summoning the
CongresspresidentSoniaGandhi
and former Congress president

RahulGandhi.”
Senior Congress leader P

Chidambaramtweeted:“Money-
launderingwithoutmoneyislike
allegingpursesnatchingwithout
apurse. It is likeallegingthatyou
were found unauthorisedly
swimming in apool that hadno
water.Youcanthinkofmoreex-
amples (each onemore absurd
thantheother).”
Hittingbackat theCongress,

BJP chief Nadda said: “Have you
ever seen a thief accepting his
crimes?Therearecriminalswho
getpunishedandservetheirsen-
tencesof20-20yearsandyetsay
that they had beenwrongfully
framed.Whensomeoneisunder
scrutinyof law, if he is innocent,
heshouldgetthebailandcharges
will be dropped.Why are they
notdoingit?”
Incidentally, the ED case has

beenfiledwithoutany“predicate
offence” (criminal case) being
registered by any other agency.
Under the Prevention ofMoney
LaunderingAct,theEDisnotau-
thorised to register a case of
moneylaunderinguntilanother
agency or state police has regis-
teredanFIR.
“Inthiscase,theEnforcement

Case Information Report has
been registered based on the
court order following
Subramanian Swamy's com-
plaint. The ED is authorised to
register a case if there is a court
orderspecifyingthatacrimehas
been committed,” an EDofficial
said.

Gyanvapi case
statementsofwitnesses in1937
“prove” that Hindu idols were
worshipped in the disputed
premises.
The Muslim side – the

Anjuman Intezamia Masajid
whichmanagesthemosquehas
challengedthemaintainabilityof
thesuitfiledbythewomen--ar-
guesthattheCourthaddeclared
that the land on which the
mosqueisbuiltisWaqfproperty.
“Inpara16,theHon’bleCourt

hasheldthatthepropertyinsuit
wasnotaWaqfproperty,”states
the civil suit Rakhi Singh v State
ofUttarPradesh.
This reference is to the Din

MohammadandOthers versus
SecretaryofState.Itwasanappeal
by three “Hanafi or Sunni
Musalmans” against a 1937 rul-
ingof theVaranasiDistrictCourt
seeking a declaration from the
Courtthatapartfromthemosque
itself,theareaaroundthemosque
isalsopropertyof theWaqf.
TherulingbySirJamesJoseph

Whittlesea Allsop and
KamalakantaVermaheldagainst
theMuslims.
While theHindusidequotes

the ruling tosupportahistorical
claimthatquestions theowner-
shipoftheGyanvapimosque,the
rulingsuggestsotherwise.
The Allahabad HC agreed

with the civil judge that the
mosque itself isWaqf property,
but said the area around the

mosquewherethenamazis(the
faithful)would “spill over” dur-
ing prayers on the last Friday of
Ramzancouldnotbeclaimedas
Waqfproperty.
The thenMuslim side also

made a second claim that
“Musalmanshadacquiredacus-
tomaryeasementovertheland”
-- a paved pathway outside the
mosque and its plinth (raised
platformonwhichthemosqueis
built). However, the Court dis-
agreedwiththis,too,holdingthat
the claim was fairly recent --
madesince1929--tobeconsid-
eredacustomaryright.
In the present civil suit, the

petitionershavelistedninestate-
mentsthatwitnessesinthe1937
civil suit “haveproved”that“the
imagesofGoddessMaaShringar
Gauri, Lord Ganesh, Lord
Hanumanandvisibleandinvisi-
bledeitiesandalsoperformance
of daily Puja at the same very
place.”Theyalsoarguethatthese
statements“werenotchallenged
fromtheMuslimside.”
Butinitsrulingthen,theHigh

Courthadheldthat“someofthe
witnesses are perhaps of some
respectability but, on the other
hand, they are undoubtedly in-
terested,andtheygivenodefinite
evidence.”
Lawyers from the Muslim

side argue that individual state-
mentsofwitnessescannotbere-
lied upon now since the Court
had held conclusively that the
landonwhichthemosqueexists
isWaqfproperty.
The 1942 ruling had noted:

“ThelearnedCivilJudgehasgone
into the history of thismosque
andhas come to the conclusion
that itwas built on the site of a
Hindutemplewhichwasdemol-
ished by EmperorAurangzeb in
theseventeenthcentury.Idonot
thinkthatitisnecessarytogointo
the question of the origin of the
mosque.Itissufficienttogoback
totheyear1809whentherewas
a serious riot betweenHindus
andMusalmans in that part of
Benareswherethemosqueissit-
uated.”

Punjab Dalit
anoldplough, andsold themall
for Rs 28,000,which he gave to
someofhis lenders.
When Rajvir Kaur, 17, woke

upearlymorning,shedidnotfind
her father onhis cot. She had to
take a bus to Patiala to get her
highersecondarycertificatefrom
Punjabi University. As shewas
leavingthehouse,shesawherfa-
ther hanging from the ceiling.
Mewahadjoinedthestatisticsof
farmsuicides inPunjab.
TheMansa deputy commis-

sioner,JaspreetSingh,saidhehad
received12compensationappli-
cations from farm suicide fami-
lies in the district sinceMarch 1
thisyear.
Punjab’s largest farmunion,

BharatiyaKisanUnion(Ugrahan),
peggedthenumberofsuicidesof
farmersandfarmlabourersinthe
stateat55sinceApril1.

The IndianExpressvisitedthe
homes of a few suicide victims
and foundbehind theirdeathsa
mix of common factors such as
runaway debt, especially from
the informal sector, successive
crop failures, high land rentals
andrisingfarminputcosts.
The Bhagwant Mann-led

AamAadmiParty(AAP)govern-
ment,whichtookthereinstwo-
and-a-half months ago, has
promised to tackle farmers' dis-
tress through a variety ofmeas-
ures – including theMinimum
Support Price (MSP) formoong
daal,which is aimed at encour-
aging themtoreapanotherhar-
vestbetweenwheatandpaddy.
Mewa’s widow Manpreet

Kaur, aMGNREGAworker, says
the situation leading toherhus-
band’sdeathbysuicidehadbeen
buildingup for a long time. “My
husbandusedtotake7-8acresof
land on an annual lease to do
farming to support our family.
Over the years, he had amassed
a debt of about Rs 7 lakh, taken
from landlords, ahrtiyas (farm
commissionagents),andhadno
waytopayitback.’’
The local Malwa region is

knownforhighlandrentals.“Our
landisveryfertile,andoflatethe
land rentals have gone up to Rs
70,000 an acre,’’ says BKU
(Ugrahan) senior vice president
ShingaraSinghMann.
Kotlikalan sarpanchBalkaran

Singhsays,“Thecostsof farmin-
puts like diesel, DAP and pesti-
cides have also gone up.While
diesel price increased bymore
thanRs30alitreintwoyears,the
cost of pesticides andDAPwent
up by 12%-20% in the last two
years.Thisputsafarmerinabind.
One crop failure, and he falls in
thedebttrap.’’
In Mewa's case, it was two

successive crop failures, one of
cottonravagedbybollwormand
thenwheat, whichwas hit by
prematureheat.
AKotlikalanresident,Malkiat

Singh,saysMewahadborrowed
about Rs 2.10 lakh from a big
farmerandanotherRs2.69 lakh
fromhislandlord.“Healsohadto
pay the harvester and thresher
rents. Two days before he died,
hesoldoffhisscrapstopayafew
people.”
Sittinginaroomofhersmall,

unfinishedhouse, Rajvir says, “I
will never forget that sight,” re-
ferringtothemomentwhenshe
sawherfatherhangingfromthe
ceiling. Hermother and sisters
burst intotears.
Mewawasanon-literateand

Manpreetisaclass4dropout,but
they made efforts for their
daughters’ education —
Harmandeep, 19, is in BCA final
year; Rajvir is in BSc first year,
Pinkiisinclass10,andShagun,7,
is inclass3.
“Wewanttostudyfurtherbut

there is no earning hand left in
our house now,” says Rajvir.
Harmandeepwondersifshecan
earnwhile undergoing training
forajob,saying“Ihaveheardthat
some coding training is being

given inSangrur,wheregirls are
gettingastipendofRs5,000per
month”.
Mansa Sadar police station

SHO Beant Kaur says, “We are
awareofMewa’ssuicide,wecon-
ductedaninquiryunderSection
174 of CrPC, thematter of com-
pensationlieswiththeadminis-
tration.’’
The deputy commissioner

says the administrationwould
process the compensation for
Mewa’s familysoon.
The Punjab government has

apolicyofgivingrelief tosuicide
victims,whichwaslastamended
in July 2015, under which the
families of farmers and farm
labourers who take their own
lives aregivenRs3 lakhas com-
pensation. In addition, the agri-
culturedepartment is supposed
toworkwithaffectedfamiliesfor
ayearandhelpinraisingtheirin-
come.
Most farm unions also de-

mandjobsforsuchfamilymem-
bers on compassionate grounds
and few have also been given
jobs, although there is nomen-
tionof jobsinthepolicy.
Asper thedataof thePunjab

agriculturedepartment,thetotal
numberoffarmersinthestateare
10.93 lakh, of which about 1.54
lakhhave land-holdingup to2.5
acreswhile 2.07 lakhhave land-
holdingbetween2.5and5acres.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

DrSukhpalSingh,principalecon-
omist (agriculturemarketing),
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU), said, “Punjabgovernment
hadgotasurveydonewhichwas
conductedbyPunjabiUniversity,
Patiala, PAU,Ludhiana, andGuru
NanakDevUniversity, Amritsar.
Accordingtothatdata,therewere
atotalof16,606farmerandfarm
labourers’ suicidesduring2000-
2018. After that no surveywas
conductedbythePunjabgovern-
ment, but according to the field
reports of agriculture officers,
around 900-1,000 farmers and
farm labourers commit suicide
per year evennow, it hasn't de-
clined."

Caste census
dulyadvertisetheprocessandset
acompletiondeadline,”hesaid.
AllBiharpartiesincludingthe

BJP, he said, met the Prime
Minister lastyearwitharequest
to conduct a nationwide caste
census.
“Now that the Centre has

made it clear that a nationwide
castecensuscannotbedone,we
have decided to go aheadwith
the state census. There is com-
pleteunanimityonit,”hesaid.
FromtheBJP,statepartypres-

identSanjay JaiswalandDeputy
ChiefMinisterTarkishorePrasad
attended themeeting. The RJD
was represented by Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Prasad
YadavandRajyaSabhaMPManoj
Kumar Jha. AIMIM Bihar chief
Akhtarul Imantoowaspresent.
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav,who

hadmet the Chief Minister last

monthtodiscuss the issue, said:
“Wehave longbeendemanding
acastecensus.Anationwidecen-
suswould have been ideal. But
wearesatisfiedthatBihariscon-
ductingitsowncastecensus.”
The JD (U), under pressure

from theBJP,which is the larger
coalitionpartnerinthestate,has
beentryingtohighlightthe“con-
tradiction” between the BJP’s
stateandCentralunitsonthe is-
sueofcastecensus.
Afewmonthsago,Nityanand

Rai,aseniorBJPleaderfromBihar
andMinister of State for Home
Affairs, told Parliament that the
castecensuscouldnotbecarried
out.
TheCentrehasbeenpointing

towhat it calls the “problematic
and erroneous” 2011 caste cen-
sus. Itmaintains it is “impracti-
cal” toconductsuchacensus.
BJP national spokesperson

Guru Prakash Paswan has said
thecastecensusalonecannoten-
sure social justice, and that the
party has taken several steps to
realise its goal of ‘Sabka Saath,
SabkaVikas’.Hesaid theBJPhas
set up a national panel on the
OBCsandhasensuredinduction
of27OBCministersintotheModi
government.
But the Bihar BJP does not

want to create any impression
thatitisouttostallthecastecen-
sus. It has been supporting this
proposal from the very begin-
ning. Itwasparty toa resolution
on the issue that Nitish Kumar
brought before the BiharHouse
a fewyears ago and ensured its
passage.
TheBiharBJPwasalsopartof

the state’s all-party delegation
thatmet thePrimeMinister last
yeartopressforthecastecensus.
IthadsentministerJanakRamto
representtheparty.
The state BJP does notwant

Nitish Kumar and his JD(U) to
takepoliticaladvantagefromthis
issue. Senior BJP leader and for-
merDeputyChiefMinisterSushil
KumarModi has been backing
the caste census idea regularly
through socialmedia posts and
articles.TheBJP,hemaintains,has
alwayssupportedtheideawithin
andoutsidetheAssembly.
Asked about the “contradic-

tions” between the state and
CentralBJPoverthecastecensus,
Jaiswal told The Indian Express
recently,“Nothinghappensinthe
BJP without the Centre’s will.
Theyhaveseenhowproblematic
the2011castecensuswas.”
TheBihar BJPbelievesNitish

Kumaristryingtokeepitincheck
bypushingthecastecensusidea.
Withthelinesofsocialjusticeget-
tingblurredamongparties,espe-
ciallywiththeCentreintroducing
a quota for the economically
weaker section (EWS), theBihar
BJP has been trying to blunt the
edgetheJD(U)thinksitpossesses.
TheJD(U),onitspart,believes

that differences in theBJP at the
state andCentral levels over the
castecensusstrengthensanarra-
tive that is likely to “expose the
BJP’s ideaof social justice”.
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The lifeanddeathof
SidhuMoosewala
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In thisepisode.KamaldeepSinghBrarand
Raakhi Jagga joinhostSnigdhaSharmato
discuss thepopularPunjabi singerand
politician’smurder,eyewitnessaccounts,
his relationshipwithguns,andmore.
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Capt PV Vikram, SM (24 Oct 73 – 02 Jun 99)

On the occasion of SHAHEEDI DIWAS of Capt PV

Vikram, SM of 141 Field Regiment (KARGIL) on

02 Jun 2022, the Commanding Officer, all ranks,

their families and the Buzurgs of the Regiment

pay homage to the martyr who made the

supreme sacrifice for the Nation during op VIJAY.

His valour & heroism continues to inspire all of

us. On this day, we pledge to take the name of the

regiment to even greater heights and glory in the times to come.

CO & All Ranks 141 Field Regiment (KARGIL)

02.06.2019
CT/GD Niraj Chetry

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and cherishes

the valiant act of CT/GD Niraj Chetry who made

the supreme sacrifice of his life in the line of duty

on this day in the year 2019. On 02.06.2019 an

Anti-Naxal operation was launched by 35th Bn SSB

Dumka (Jharkhand). During the operation

CT/GD Niraj Chetry sustained bullet injuries in

the exchange of fire with Naxals and attained martyrdom.

We salute the valour and supreme sacrifice of our brave martyr.

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service

(M): 9212665841, 9212008155
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Bengaluru:Congress spokesper-
sonandSupremeCourtAdvocate
BrijeshKalappaWednesday re-
signed from theparty sayinghe
felt no passion inworking for it
anymore. He is likely to join the
AamAadmiPartysoon, reported
PTI,citingsourcesclosetohim.
Heannouncedheisendinghis

associationwiththeparty,which
beganin1997, inaFacebookpost
on Tuesday night. “I have been
findingmyself lackinginpassion,
whilemyownperformancehas
beenlistlessandperfunctory.Itis
under thesecircumstances that I
amleftwithlittleoptionbuttore-
sign fromtheprimarymember-
shipof the INCand toendanas-
sociation that began in1997,” he
said. ENS

Karnataka Cong
spokesperson
Kalappa resigns

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE1

ANOTHER CASE has been filed
against BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for her alleged
commentsagainst theProphet
duringarecentnewsdebateon
the Gyanvapi issue. The latest
First Information Report (FIR)
in the case was registered late
on Tuesday at Kondhwapolice
station based on a complaint
filed by a former corporator of
the Nationlist Congress Party
(NCP).
Kondhwa police registered

the FIR against Sharma under
IndianPenalCode(IPC)sections
153A (Promoting enmity be-
tween different groups), 153B
(Imputations, assertions preju-

dicial to national-integration)
and295A (Deliberate andmali-
cious acts, intended to outrage
religious feelingsof anyclassby
insulting its religionor religious
beliefs), 298 (Uttering, words,
etc., with deliberate intent to
wound the religious feelings of
any person) and 505
(Statements conducing to pub-
licmischief).
Two caseswere earlier filed

against Sharma inMumbai un-
der the same set of legal provi-
sions. The latest complaint has
been filed by Abdul Gafoor
AhmedPathan(47),aresidentof
Kondhwa.
Pathan, a former corporator,

has said in his complaint that
comments made by Sharma
hurthisreligioussentimentsand
thus,hedecided to fileanFIR.

Third FIR against BJP’s Nupur
Sharma over Prophet remarks

Mizoram NGOs
push to replace
chief secretary
Guwahati: The NGO
CoordinationCommittee,acon-
glomerateof fiveinfluentialcivil
society groups inMizoram, has
reiterateditsdemandtoreplace
chief secretary Renu Sharma
withaMizo-speakingIASofficer
citinga“languagebarrier”inad-
ministration.
On Tuesday, the committee

had called for a protest in front
of the chief secretary’s office in
Aizawl.However,itwascalledoff
asSharmawasoutof town.
The Central Young Mizo

Association, which heads the
committee, said that it had re-
sortedtoprotestbecausemulti-
ple requests to the Centre de-
mandingachangehadfallenon
deaf ears. ENS

New Delhi
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THEBJPTuesdayaccusedtheAAP
convener and Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwalof“shielding”his
ministerSatyendarJain,whohas
beenremandedtoEDcustodyin
connectionwith amoney laun-
deringcase.
“Kejriwaljiyesterdaysaidcor-

ruption is tantamount to desh ki
gaddari. Does he knowhe is pa-
tronising those who have de-
ceived the treasuryandthepeo-
ple?Shouldhebedeclaredadesh
ka gaddar?How longwill he re-
ceive his support?” Union
Minister and senior BJP leader
SmritiIranisaidatapressconfer-
enceattheBJPofficeTuesday.
KejriwalandAAPhavebacked

Jain,callingtheallegationsagainst
himbogus and politicallymoti-
vated.
On Tuesday, Kejriwal said, “I

have always maintained that
SatyendarJainisastaunchlyhon-
est desh bhakt, and that he has
been framed ina false andbase-
lesscase.TheEDcancontinueto
investigateasmuchas itwants. I
amsurethathewillemergespot-
lessoutofthisfabricatedcase.The

CBI and ITDepartment have al-
readyconductedtheir investiga-
tion and found him clean on all
accounts.Infact,Jainisamanthat
ournationshouldbeproudof.He
gave the gift of mohalla clinic
model to thenation,whichpeo-
plearepraisingnotjustthrough-
out India, but theworld. TheUN
Secretary-General, former
SwedenMinister, andmany in-
ternational dignitaries have vis-
itedmohallaclinics…Ibelievehe
deservesaPadmaVibhushan.”
Irani,meanwhile, threwase-

ries of questions at Kejriwal and
AAP,andasked if itwastruethat
the “Principal Commissioner of
Income Tax had stated that Jain
himselfwastherightfulownerof
Rs16.39croreblackmoney?”The
BJP leader also alleged that the

Division Bench of Delhi High
Court inoneof itsorders in2019
had confirmed that Jain “had
committedmoneylaundering”.
“My first question is to

Kejriwalji:canheclarifywhether
Jain has given Rs 16.39 crore to
fourshellcompaniesthroughhis
family, through56 shell compa-
nies,withthehelpofhawalaop-
eratorsfrom2010-16?”sheasked.
TheBJPleadersaidtheseshell

companies were IndoMetallic
ImpexPrivateLimited,Akinchan
Developers Private Limited,
Prayas Info Solution Private
Limited and Mangalyatan
ProjectsPrivateLimited.
“Kejriwalji,shouldsuchaper-

son continue to be aminister in
yourgovernment?”sheasked.
AAPMPSanjaySingh,mean-

while,calledJain’sarrestadiver-
sionarytactic.“Thishasonlybeen
donetodiverttheattentionofthe
public from the incidents in
Kashmir.Iwanttoknowwhythe
ED has been sleeping over this
caseforeightyears,andwhyis it
thatsuddenlybeforetheelections
inHimachal Pradesh, it has be-
comeactiveandworkedsohard
to arrest the AAP Himachal
Pradeshin-chargeSatyendarJain
onafalseallegation?”hesaid.

Smriti takes aim at CM
over Jain’s arrest, he calls
his minister a desh bhakt

Smriti Irani threwaflurryof
questionsatCMKejriwal

NewDelhi:AAPleaderandMLAAtishihitoutatnew
L-GVKSaxena and alleged that hewas infringing
ontheelectedgovernment’srightstogovern.
“The new L-G called ameetingwith Delhi Jal

BoardofficialsMondayandgavecertaindirections
andorders. Sincehehasbeenappointed recently
andmaynotknowDelhianditsgovernancestruc-
ture well, I want to inform him that under the
ConstitutionalpositionofDelhi,L-Ghasbeengiven
threeareas— land, lawandorder andpolice. This
has been made clear in the Supreme Court’s
ConstitutionalBench judgmentaswell,” shesaid.
AtishisaidtherecentamendmentstotheDelhi

MunicipalCorporationAct,whichledtoitsreunifi-
cation, couldbe interpretedtomeanthat theMCD
alsocomesundertheL-G’scontrol,butareassuchas
power, health,water and education remainunder
theelectedgovernment.ENS

Atishi says new L-G
interfering in DJB

Gurgaon:A30-year-oldmanwas
arrested for allegedly abducting
a college student at gunpoint in
Gurgaon.Thewomantoldpolice
thathehadbeenstalkingher,and
onceinsidethecar,assaultedher
beforelettinghergo.ENS

Man arrested for
abducting woman

New Delhi
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DELHI HIGHCourtWednesday
askedDelhi Police to respond to
AAPMLA Amanatullah Khan’s
petitionagainstthe‘historysheet’
it opened against him inMarch,
and the tag of ‘bad character’ by
the police. Khanhas also sought
legal actionagainst seniorpolice
officers for allegedly acting in a
“malafideandperversemanner”.
Justice Sudhir Kumar Jain,

whileissuingthenotice,directed
police to file a status report, and

listed thematter for hearing on
July 28. However, the court de-
clined to stay the Delhi Police’s
decisiontoopen‘historysheet’in
theinterim,sayingthematterre-
quiresseriousconsiderationfirst.
SHO Jamia Nagar had on

March28preparedadossierrec-
ommending opening of ‘history
sheet’againstKhan,anddeclaring
hima‘badcharacter’.AdvocateM
Sufian Siddiqui, representing
Khan,arguedthathehasnotbeen
convictedinasinglecase,andDCP
whileaccordingapproval,wasre-
quired to record reasons andnot
actinamechanicalmanner.

UDBHAVSETH
NEWDELHI. JUNE1

IN THE ’80s, music was not a
strong suit in Delhi University’s
bouquetofextra-curricularactiv-
ities. Only a few colleges had a
fledglingmusicsociety.Theaspir-
ing singers and musicians at
KiroriMal College (KMC), singer
KK’salmamater,wantedtostart
one of their own and take their
musicoutsidetheconfinesofthe
college.
Sumangala Damodaran, a

third-year economics student at
KMC,wasonesuchenthusiast.In
1985,alongwithher friendsand
a physics faculty member,
SumitraMohanty Chakrabarti,
she founded the college’smusic
society –MUSOC. A year later,
theybeganauditioningstudents
for the society under the Extra-
Curricular Activity (ECA) quota
that enables accomplished stu-
dentsfromdifferentartisticfields
to take admission in Delhi
University. Krishnakumar
Kunnath – KK’s pre-Bollywood
name–wasonesuchstudent.
“A diminutive young man

wearingdarkglassescameinand
wewerecompletelyblownaway
by the power and feeling in his
voice,” says Damodaran, now a
professor of economics at
AmbedkarUniversity.“Itwasob-
viousthathewouldtopthelistfor
ECA admissions, but itwas also
his personality thatwas arrest-
ing.”
KKdidtoptheECAlist.Hewas

inductedintothecollegesociety,
takingadmissionunderthecom-
merce course. Everybody in-
stantly liked him. From
Damodaran (“Webecame really
good friends and sang somany
duets together”) to Professor
Chakrabarti,whorecentlyretired
fromKMC (“Hewas a very dear
student, often rode back home
withme”) to his college band-
mates, all are shaken by the
singer’s death after a perform-
anceinKolkatalastnight.
The popular playback singer

who lent his voice to hits like
‘Tadap Tadap’ fromHumDil De
Chuke Sanam (1999) and
‘Aankhon Mein Teri’ from Om
Shanti Om (2007)was regarded
as one of the most respected
singersintheHindimusicindus-
try. But in thebeginning, hewas
onlyinterestedinwesternmusic.
“Heusedto tellme, ‘Ma’am, I

only listen towesternmusic’,”
says Chakrabarti. “I told him to
performHindimusic too. Years
laterhethankedmeforthat.”
A drummer and singer for

KMC’s then-band, Horizon, KK
dove into the college circuit and
wonprizesatmultiple competi-
tions. Gautam Chikermane,
Horizon’s keyboardist and now
vice-president of Observer
ResearchFoundation,apolicyre-
search institute, recalls that he

used to take a DTC bus every
morning and reachKMCat 8.15
amforbandpracticesinthegreen
room.There,allsixmembers,in-
cludingKK,wouldpractise daily
to conquer thewesternmusic
sceneintheuniversity.
“Once,wewere performing

Walk of Life by Dire Straits at
Maulana AzadMedical College,
andImessedupthepianointro.I
starteditataveryslowtempo.KK
keptlookingoveratmefromthe
drums and hinting to speed up,
but it’s not that easy,” chuckles
Chikermane.“Heputhisownlife
into every song andmade it his
own. He tackled diversemoods
witheachsonghesang.”
“Whenwewenttoperformat

IITKanpur, hehappened toget a
sorethroatandgotreallydiscour-
aged,” says Sandeep Madan,
Horizon’s bassist. “Butwe con-
vincedhimtonurse itandwhen
wefinallyperformed,itwas4am.
It was like nothing had gone
wrong.Hewasamazing.”
Butmusic was not his only

love. A girl that he had known
since eighth grade, Jyoti,washis
other obsession – they dated
through school and college and
eventuallymarried.Accordingto
Horizon’s singer and frontman,
JuliusPackiam,nowarenowned
music producer inMumbai, KK
split all his timebetweenmusic
andJyoti.
“Afteronepoint,everyday,he

waseitherwithmeinthestudio
recording jingles, or out with
Jyoti,”saysPackiam,withalaugh.
“That’sallhedid.”
Afterfinishingcollege,KKwas

veryseriousaboutmarryingJyoti,
says Tom Joseph, Horizon’s gui-
tarist and KK’s schoolmate at
Mount StMary’s School, Delhi
Cantonment. The couple’s par-
entswere unsure about KK’s as-
pirations inmusic and advised
himtogetamorestablejob.Sohe
approachedJoseph,whousedto
work in a company selling elec-
tronic typewriters – those be-
camethenextsix(financiallysta-
ble)monthsofhis life.
“Thenhemarried Jyoti,went

toBombay,and,ofcourse,gothis
bigbreak,”saysJoseph,“buthere-

mained a very close and dear
friend.Irememberaveryfilmire-
unioninPunewhenIspottedhim
inacarwithhisfamily,calledout,
andhestoppedthecarandcame
andmetme.Itwasquitecrazy.He
cameoverfordinnerthatnight.”
“Whenwewereinvitedtoour

collegeannualmeet in2004,KK
calledmeandtheotherguysand
said that hewanted us to play
with him at the event,” says
Madan.“Hecould’veplayedwith
anymusicianhewanted, but he
said, ‘No, Iwant toplaywithyou
guys’.”
“KKwas loyal, humble, anda

tremendous musician,” says
Packiam.“Henevereventouched
cigarettes or beer or even cold
drinks,becausehewantedtopre-
servehisthroat.Hestucktowarm
water. I don’t know how to
processhisdeath.”
HeoftenreturnedtoKMCand

remembered hisMUSOC days
fondly. Chakrabarti says that he
keptintouchwiththesocietyand
usedtovisitherinthestaff room
wheneverhecametothecollege.
Sherecallsthenightwhenhewas
performingatthecollege’sfestin
2013andshehad togetup from
thefrontrowmid-songandleave
thevenue–itwasgettinglateand
shehadtodrivehomealltheway
toGurgaon.“I foundoutthenext
day that he noticedme leaving.
Apparently, he said to someone,
‘Whydid Sumitrama’am leave?
Kyamain itna bura gaa raha tha
(Was I singing that badly)’?” she
says.
Chikermane recounts that

onenight,whenthedaysoftype-
writersalesandhotelgigswhere
nobody cared about his voice
werelongbehindKK,hecameto
visit him in Mumbai. They
walkedforalongtimeonMarine
Driveandreminiscedabouttheir
lives, failures and successes, and
howdivergenttheirpathshadbe-
comenow.“Heturnedtomeand
said, ‘Youknow, I camehereand
stood exactly here on this spot
and looked at these lights and
wonderedifBombaywouldgive
mespace’,” saysChikermane. “It
did—BombaybecameMumbai
andourKKbecameIndia’sKK.”

AphotoofKiroriMalCollegemusicsociety in1988.KKis inthe last row,wearingsunglasses

Aphotoprovidedbymusicproducer JuliusPackiamofwhen
he,KK(inblackT-shirt)andothersrepresentedIndia inthe
WorldYouthFestival inPyongyang,NorthKorea in1989.
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AKIDNEYtransplantationracket
has been busted in South Delhi
with the arrest of 10 people, in-
cluding two doctors, who al-
legedly targeted homeless peo-
ple and illegally sold their
kidneys.Theaccusedhavebeen
arrested fromdifferent parts of
Delhi, SonepatandRishikesh.
Police said the gang con-

ducted at least 12-14 kidney
transplants over the last six
months. OnMay 26, a team at
Hauz Khas police station re-

ceivedinputsthat3-4menwere
targeting thehomeless nearAI-
IMS hospital. A police informer
led the team to amanwhowas
beingtakentoalabforamedical
check-up.Policefoundoneofthe
victims, PintuYadav, during the
raid.
“Yadav told us that he was

being taken by Sarvjeet Jailwal
(37) for treatment of abdomen
pain, but the manwas forcing
him to give his kidney. Yadav
fought with him and left,” said
said an officer from the investi-
gating team led by SHOShivani
Singh. A case under sections of
cheatingandTransplantationof

HumanOrgansActhasbeenreg-
istered.
PolicesaidYadavledthemto

Jailwal,whowasfoundwithan-
othervictim,RaghuSharma.The
ganghadalreadytakenSharma’s
kidney. Jailwal was questioned
and raids were conducted in
Paschim Vihar, where police
foundanotheraccused,Shailesh
Patel (23), with threemore vic-
tims.
DCP (South) Benita Mary

Jaikersaid, “WefoundthatPatel
hadconductedmedical testson
themen andwas going to take
their kidneys. Their lives were
savedintime.Patelusedtoiden-

tify ‘soft targets’ such as the
homeless.”
Patel and Sarvjeet were ar-

rested and they told police that
theyweretaskedtobringdonors
to their associateVikas (24)and
a doctor, whowould pay them
Rs 30,000-Rs 40,000 for each.
The men would first be med-
ically examined and their kid-
neyswere then sold to patients
foramuchhigherprice,saidpo-
lice. Their associate, Md Latif, a
field boy at a lab, was also ar-
rested. He used to take donors
andrecipientstodiagnosticcen-
tresfortestingbeforeoperation,
police said.

“They disclosed names of
testing centres and hospitals
wherekidneysusedtobetrans-
planted. Their other associates,
VipinandVikas,used topay the
donor after the illegal trans-
plants,”saidtheDCP.Afterraids,
VikasandRanjitGupta(43)were
arrested. Vikas would provide
accommodation to donors in
Paschim Vihar while Gupta
would help send them and the
recipients to Gohana for the
medicalprocedure.
The interrogation led inves-

tigators toGohana, inHaryana’s
Sonepat district, where the ac-
cused had opened their clinic.

Police arrested Dr Sonu Rohilla
(37) andDr SourabhMittal (37)
on the spot. Dr Rohilla, the
owner of the clinic, allegedly
performed illegal operations
along with other doctors and
technicians from prominent
hospitals,policesaid.DrMittalis
an anesthesiologist who has
workedinareputedhospitaland
wouldhelpwithoperations.
Threeoperationtheatretech-

nicians who worked with Dr
Mittal — Kuldeep Ray (47), Om
PrakashSharma(48)andManoj
Tiwari(36)—werealsoarrested.
Police believe Ray is the alleged
mastermindandhadconvinced

theothers.HepartneredwithDr
Rohilla to work at his clinic in
Gohana.
“Rayworked as a technician

at a reputed hospital and was
also operating on patients in
Gohana.Heused to contact vic-
timsandrecipientsonFacebook,
andhadformedseveralgroups,”
said theDCP.
Police said the accusedhave

likelytransplantedmorethan20
kidneys. The victim would be
paidRs1-3lakhwhiletherecip-
ient would pay the accused Rs
10-25 lakh. The victims were
from Assam, Bengal, Kerala,
Delhi, etc, police said.

Kidney racket that targeted the homeless busted
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BUYINGPROPERTYinthecapital
is set to become costlier as the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
hasdecidedtoincreasethetrans-
ferdutyby1percentonproper-
tiespricedaboveRs25lakh.
Aseniorofficial saidoncethe

hikecomesintoeffect, thetrans-
ferdutywillbe4percentformen
and3percentforwomenbuyers.
The transfer duty, calculated

on the basis of registered sale
value of property in addition to
stamp duty, is being increased
withanaimtoimprovethefinan-

cialhealthofthecivicbody,which
hasbeenhitparticularlyhardby
the pandemic. The move has
beeninthepipelinefor long.
This isalsothefirstmajorde-

cisiontakenbythecivicbodyaf-
ter the unification of the north,
eastandsouthmunicipalcorpo-
rationslastmonth.
The decisionwas taken in a

meeting on Tuesday. A proposal
wasmoved in this regard, and
passedbythespecialofficerofthe
MCD,whohasbeenentrustedto
run the civic body till the new
House is elected. Themovewill
increaserevenueandbolster the
MCD'scoffers,whichwillbeused
for overcoming financial chal-

lenges and providing best serv-
icestothepeople,officialssaid..
Properties are divided into

eightcategoriesinthecapital–A,
B,C,D, E, F,GandH–depending
on their location, andDelhi gov-
ernment collects stampduty on
saleandpurchaseofproperties.
Upscale colonies fall in cate-

goriesAandB,suchasGolfLinks,
Vasant Vihar, SunderNagar and
Jor Bagh.Middle income group
neighbourhoodsfall intheCand
D categories, and include Lajpat
Nagar, Alaknanda, Bhogal and
Amar Colony. Localities such as
Geeta Colony, AnandParbat and
Sheikh Sarai fall in the E, F, G, H
categories.

Buying property to get costlier
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THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday issued a notice to
DelhiUniversityandStStephen’s
College on a public interest liti-
gationchallengingthelatter'sde-
cision to continue with inter-
viewsforadmissiontoitsgeneral
seats.Thepetitionsoughtadirec-
tiontomakeStStephen’sCollege
admitstudentsonits‘unreserved
seats’ of undergraduate courses
only on the basis of marks re-
ceived by them in the Common
University Entrance Test (CUET)
exam,asmandatedbyDU.
The division bench of Acting

Chief Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice SachinDatta also issued
notice to the University Grants
Commission,andgrantedthere-
spondentsfourweekstorespond.
It listed thematter for the hear-
ingonJuly6.StStephen’sCollege
andDUhavebeenatloggerheads
overtheminorityinstitution’sre-
fusaltodoawaywithinterviews
for admissions to its general
seats.Thecollegelastmonthan-
nounced that itwould give 85%
weightagetotheCUETscoreand
15%tothe interview.
A DU law student, Konika

Poddar, has challenged the col-
lege's decision. Senior advocate
ArunBhardwaj represented the
petitioner. The PIL, filed through
advocateAkashVajpai,statesthat
it is being filed “on behalf of the
hundreds of studentswhowant
to take admission in unreserved
seats” of St Stephen’s but donot
wanttoappearforinterviewasit
“is against theadmissionpolicy”
ofDU, andalsoagainst theman-
date of its Academic and
Executivecouncil.
“In thepast, studentsused to

be under huge stress to secure
morethan95%marksinClassXII
board examination so as to get
admission in the university of
their choice.With the introduc-
tion of CUET, stress on them for
securing very highmarks in the
oneandonlyboardexamination
standsreduced,”arguesthepeti-
tion. It further contends thatDU
rulesarebindingon“StStephen’s
Collegealso,irrespectiveofitsmi-
nority character”, and that ami-
nority institution cannot “disre-
gard merit or merit-based
selectionof students”.
“The National Education

Policyhasclearlyelucidatedthat
entrance to higher education
should be through commonen-
trancetestatthenationallevelso
that there is a uniform standard
ofbenchmarkingof candidates,”
readsthepetition.

Stephen’s
admission:
HC issues
notice to
college, DU
and UGC

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

OBSERVINGTHATpoliceplanted
a witness along with pieces of
evidence to solve the hit-and-
run accident that left a 19-year-
oldZeptodeliverystafferdeadin
Dwarka, a court has said that
“sadistic pleasure is derived by
meninuniformfromconverting
a bailable offence into a non-
bailable offence as per their
whims, fanciesandpleasure”.
OnMay16,thevictim,Karan

Raju,wasonhisbikewhenacar
hithimatDwarkaSector10and
fled fromthespot.
DCP (Dwarka) Shankar

Choudhary had said, “It was a
blind case. There were no eye-
witnesses or CCTVs near the
spot.Theonlycluewasabroken
partofthebumperoftheoffend-
ing vehicle.We visited all spare
part dealers andworkshops in
Southwest Delhi. The accused,
Sudhakar Yadav, a resident of
Dwarka Sector-18, was traced
andarrested.HisTataNexoncar
was seized. Yadavwas booked
under IPC sections 279 (rash
driving) and 304-A causing
deathbynegligence.Section304
(punishmentforculpablehomi-
cide not amounting tomurder)
willbeaddedbasedonanypos-
sible legalmerit.”
In his order, Additional

Sessions Judge Lokesh Kumar
Sharma said, “The SHO of
Dwarka (South) police station
wasaskedtoexplainunderwhat
circumstances he had advised
the investigation officer to in-
voke IPC section304 (part II). In
his reply, he informed that he
tookchargeastheSHOofthepo-
lice station concerned onMay
18,when theFIRwas registered
at 11.50 pm. It has also been
stated that though the accident
tookplaceonMay16,thevictim
diedonMay18,before registra-
tionof this case itself.”
Section 304 (part II) is in-

vokedwhen police believe the
accused had knowledge that
deathmaybe causedbyhis act,
as opposed to 304 (A) which is
deathbynegligence.
ASJ Sharma stated, “It is sur-

prising to note, as to when the
factum of death of injuredwas
alreadywithintheknowledgeof
the IO concerned, thenwhydid
he not register the FIR under
proper sections initially. It has
been stated further by the SHO
thatonMay19,afteradayofreg-
istration of the FIR, an eyewit-
nessmetwith police, who dis-
closedthattheoffendingvehicle
was a Tata Nexon and its driver
was heavily intoxicated while
committing the accident. In the
intensity of the collision, the
bumperwas damaged andwas
recoveredfromthespot.Linking

thebrokenpieceof thebumper,
they tracedandarrested theac-
cused and impounded the of-
fendingvehicle.”
“Duetothisconductoftheac-

cused,whoconcealedhisvehicle
andwas under the influence of
liquor, IPC section 304 (part- II)
was advised byhim (SHO) to be
addedinthiscase.Aperusalofthe
FIR reveals thatwhen the IO ar-
rivedatthespot,hehadseenonly
the Scooty ZYPP electric, which
waslyingattheroadsideafterthe
accident. It has nowhere been
mentioned by the IO in the FIR
thathesaworseizedanybroken
pieceof thebumperof anyvehi-
clewhatsoever,”ASJSharmasaid
inhisorderonMay30.
ASJ Sharma further said,

“This fact itself is sufficient to
holdthatpolice lateronplanted
aneyewitnessalongwithabro-
ken piece of a bumper of some
vehicle, on the basis of which
theyclaimedtohavesolvedthis
case.Noevidenceisavailableon
recordregardingtheaccusedun-
der the influence of alcohol at
the time of the commission of
theallegedoffence.”
“It simply shows that sadis-

ticpleasureisderivedbymenin
uniformfromconvertingother-
wise a bailable offence into a
non-bailableoffence,aspertheir
whims, fancies and pleasure.
However,whilemisusingthele-
gal provisions to suit their con-
venience, they don’t even hesi-
tatetoplaywiththelibertyofan
individual citizenwhich other-
wiseisguaranteedtohimbythe
Constitution of India, andmost
shockinglyif thisishappeningin
the capital of this nation, only
Godknowswhatwillbethefate
ofacitizen’slibertyinotherparts
of thecountry,”hesaid.
“Iamalsoconstrainedtoob-

serveherethatthesepoliceoffi-
cials do not even have a proper
knowledge of criminal law, as
IPCsection304-Atalksaboutthe
deathofapersonresultingfrom
arashornegligentact,whereas,
IPCsection304(Part-II)categor-
icallytalksabouttheknowledge
ofapersonwhilecommittingan

offence, that by doing the said
act,heislikelytocausedeathbut
without any intention to cause
death.Hence,thesetwosections
are step-sisterswhichcannotbe
invoked together as has been
done in this case to deprive the
applicant of his precious liberty
guaranteed under the
Constitution,”hesaidinhisorder.
The court has sent the copy

of the order to Union Home
SecretaryAjayKumarBhallaand
Delhi Police Commissioner
RakeshAsthanafortheirperusal
and to initiate necessary action
against the erring police
official(s).
TheASJalsonoted:“Iamfur-

therconstrainedtoobservehere
that incidents of this nature,
atrocities at the hands of police
and torture of innocent people
inutterviolationoftheprinciple
of natural justice aswell as pro-
visions of IPC and CrPC, have
gone steep high since the ap-
pointmentof thecurrentDCPof
Dwarka district. Recently, the
CMMtook cognizance after po-
lice abducted a person fromhis
house, whowas later shown as
capturedafteranencounter.”
“Not only this but also a co-

ordinate bench of this court,
while dealingwith a bail appli-
cation, was constrained to ob-
serve that exploitation of inno-
cent people under the garb of
fake encounterswas now ram-
pant in the area as fivedifferent
peoplewere shot by officials at
the same part of their body in
different incidents. This atro-
cious and illegal attitude and
conductonthepartofpoliceof-
ficialsshowsthateithertheDCP
concerned is not competent
enough or lacks the capacity of
administrative supervision and
control over the district and to
lead the police officials for im-
plementationofthecriminallaw
initscorrectperspective,orheis
activelyinvolvedinencouraging
the police officials to indulge in
such kind of illegal activities to
theutterprejudiceof thefunda-
mental rights of the people of
thisnation,”hesaid.

KaranRajuwaskilled inahit-and-runonMay16

Zepto employee’s death: Court
says police planted eyewitness
and broken piece of car bumper

Khan approaches HC to
remove ‘bad character’ tag
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IGIAirportgets
RFIDtagsfor
check-inbags

New Delhi: In a first in
India, the IGI Airport in
Delhi has introduced ra-
dio-frequency identifica-
tion (RFID) enabled bag-
gage tagswhichwill give
passengers real-time in-
formation about the loca-
tion of their luggage. The
RFID technology will be
personalised and help ar-
riving passengers keep
track and not lose their
check-in luggage.
According to Delhi
International Airport
Limited, the bag tagswill
be called “BagTrax”. They
havebeenlaunchedforse-
lect frequent flyers at
Terminal3oftheairportas
part of a pilot project and
willsoonbeprovidedatall
terminals. Passengers can
buy it in the departures
sections.“BagTraxwillnot
only help the domestic
and international arrival
passengers but also those
in transit to track their
checked-inbaggage,”said
DIAL inastatement.

3dieinseptic
tankinNuh
Gurgaon: Threemembers
ofafamily, includingan8-
year-oldboy,diedinasep-
tic tank in Nuh district.
SHOof Bicchorpolice sta-
tion said the septic tank
was covered with a con-
crete stone. “As the boy
steppedonthetankwhile
playing, the stone cover
broke andhe fell. Hearing
hiscries,hisfatherandun-
cle wentintothetankone
byonetorescuehim,”said
the SHO. “It is suspected
that they died of suffoca-
tion,” said theSHO.

Rs12.5crcosts
onpvtcompany
togotonew
smogtower:HC
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court Wednesday im-
posed a cost of Rs 12.5
crore on a private com-
pany for concealing that
they had been banned by
theMinistryofDefencefor
one year and by the Food
Corporation of India for
five years while bidding
for a RITES Ltd tender for
engagement of a freight
forwarder for transporta-
tion of passenger coaches
to Mozambique. The
amounthasbeenordered
to be used for installation
of asmogtower inthena-
tional capital.

Twodieafter
soilcavesin
Gurgaon: Two labourers
werekilledaftersoilcaved
in at an under-construc-
tionplot inGurgaon’ssec-
tor 56 on Wednesday.
Police said the incident
took place around 4 pm
when six labourers were
workingat thesite.ENS

BRIEFLY

KK’s Delhi University
roots before he found fame

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,595 9,513
ICU BEDS 2,222 2,196

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
21,216

NOIDA
May 31 June1

Cases N/A 34
Deaths N/A 0
GURGAON
Cases 110 145
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 81
OXYGENSUPPORT 21
VENTILATORSUPPORT 2

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
19,07,264

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
May31 373 255 1 8,768
June1 368 404 0 21,147
Total 1,567* 18,79,487 26,210 3,85,47,867
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

SPECIAL SCREENING
HOMEMINISTERAmit ShahandRailwaysMinisterAshwini
Vaishnaw,amongothers, turnedupfor thespecial screening
of Akshay Kumar-starrer Samrat Prithviraj at PVR,
Chanakyapuri, onWednesday evening. Themovie is based
on the life andexploitsof 12thCenturyRajputkingwhohad
oncedefeatedMuhammadGhoribeforebeingcapturedand
executedbythe latter.WithShahbeing there, several topof-
ficersalsoshowedupat thespecial screening.

TRACK RECORD
FORMERRURALDevelopment Secretary Amarjeet Sinha on
WednesdaypraisedNHAI ChairpersonAlkaUpadhyaya, cit-
ing her track record and the difference she hasmade to the
roadsinruralareas.Deliveringthe53rdICSSRFoundationDay
Lecture, Sinha said, “Alka Upadhyaywas the Joint Secretary,
looking after PMGSY, whom we brought from Madhya
Pradesh…shehasdonesixyearsofPMGSYinMadhyaPradesh
and four-and-a-half years in the Ministry of Rural
Development. Now, she has been brought as NHAI
Chairman...I amsure, itwill improve further.”

BIRTHDAY BASH
ASMOSToftheUnionministersvisiteddifferentplacesacross
thecountrytolaunchtheModigovernment's fortnight-long
eighthanniversarycelebrationsonTuesday,UnionMinister
of State for Electronics and Information Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekharwas inAndhra Pradesh and itwashis birth-
day. He was in Rajahmundry to attend the Garib Kalyan
Sammelan where party workers came to know about the
Minister’s birthday. The enthusiastic workers brought four
cakes,whilea farmerbroughtbananas fromhis farmfor the
minister.AnoverwhelmedChandrasekhartoldthemthathe
usuallycelebrateshisbirthdayquietlywithhiswife,daugh-
terandson,andthisyear'swillbeetchedinhismemoryasa
specialone.Thepartyworkersalsobroughthim'prasad'from
theTirupati Balaji temple.

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,JUNE1

UTTARPRADESHChiefMinister
Yogi Adityanath onWednesday
performedtheshilapujanof the
garba griha (sanctum sancto-
rum) of the under-construction
Ramtemple inAyodhya.
Addressing a gathering of

Hindu saints, priests and devo-
teeson theoccasion,
Adityanath said the Ram

templewillbe“rashtramandir”
or the national temple of “New
India”whichwillbindthenation
in one thread under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's 'Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat' cam-
paign.
“The500-year-long struggle

appears to bematerialising and
taking a concrete shape.What
else could be the moment of
pride for every Indian... The in-

vaders had tried to destroy the
dreamof Indiaandattackedour
faithwithmalicious intent. But
in theend, Indiaemergedvicto-
rious... The victory has been
achieved through the path of
dharma, truth and justice,”
Adityanath said, adding the

mantras of “satyameva jayate”
and“dharmorakshatirakshitah"
haveprovedtheir importance.
“Thestruggleofsaintsandef-

fortsof greatmen like (lateVHP
leader) Ashok Singhal, lakhs of
workers associated with
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

and“vicharparivar”(ideological
family), is taking shape...
Devotees coming to Ayodhya is
feeling overwhelmed and
blessedbyseeingthegrandRam
templebeingbuilt,”theCMsaid,
adding the construction work
will gain furtherpace.
Last month, Shri Ram

Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra,
constituted to oversee the con-
struction and themanagement
of theRamtemple, said that the
temple will be opened to the
public by early 2024 –months
ahead of the next Lok Sabha
elections. PrimeMinisterModi
had laid the foundationstoneof
theRamtempleinAugust2020.
Deputy Chief Minister

KeshavPrasadMaurya,whowas
alsopresentattheevent,saidthe
first phase of the Ram temple
construction has been com-
pletedandthesecondphasehas
begun.

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,JUNE1

MONTHS AFTER the Uttar
PradeshAssemblyelections,the
focus has shifted to the Lok
Sabhaby-polls thatwill be held
in Azamgarh and Rampur on
June23.
Both seats are considered

bastionsof theSamajwadiParty
(SP).Onewasheldbypartypres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav and the
other by veteran leader Azam
Khan. But reported differences
betweenthetwoleaders,whose
election to the state Assembly
necessitated the by-elections,
may have implications for the
outcomeofthebattleinRampur.
Rampur is crucial to the po-

liticalfutureofAzamKhan,who
was released from Sitapur jail

lastmonth aftermore than two
years. Since his release, the vet-
eranSPleaderhasindicatedthat
he is not happywith Akhilesh.
Evenwhile inprison, hedidnot
meetwithanSPdelegationand
anaidehitoutat theSPchief for
ignoring“Muslimissues”.
On Wednesday, Akhilesh

met him at the Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital in New Delhi. Party
leaders said themeeting lasted
wellovertwohoursandthetwo
discussed the bypolls aswell as
the forthcoming Rajya Sabha
polls.
The conjecture in political

circlesbeforeAzam’sreleasewas
that the differences between
himandAkhileshemergedover
theseat.WhileAzamreportedly
wantedsomeonefromthefam-
ily to replace him, the SP chief
hadapparentlyproposed that it

should go to someone outside
theKhan family.
AnSPleaderWednesdaysaid

that themeetingwill behelpful
in silencing the talk a growing
rift between the two leaders.
“Azam is an important and one
of the seniormost party leaders
who has great influence. He is
important to us andwill be by
our side in the future too,” said
anSP leader.
A confidante of Azam said

that the SP leader is in the hos-
pital formultiple health issues.
“Hehashypertensionandsome
other health issues. He has un-
dergone a surgery too for some
otherissue.Butheisfineandwill
bedischargedsoon,”headded.
InAzamgarh,meanwhile,the

SP’s dominance is illustratedby
Akhilesh’s60percentvoteshare
when hewon the constituency

in2019bydefeatinghis nearest
rivalDineshLalYadav“Nirahua”
of the BJP. The Bhojpuri singer
could manage to poll 35.1 per
centof thevotes.
A senior SP leader said both

the seatswere equally crucial to
the party and that candidates
wouldbe chosenafter elaborate
discussions.“Thepartyknowsthe
importanceoftheseatsandhence
weareworkingonthestrategyto
winthemboth,”hesaid.
For the BJP, the by-polls pro-

videanopportunitytofurtherce-
ment its dominance in the state
andwilllooktoits2014perform-
ances inthetwoseats—itput in
a strong fight in Azamgarh and
won Rampur— for encourage-
ment.ABJPleadersaidtheruling
partywouldnot let the by-elec-
tions be an “easy fight” and
would“fight foreveryvote”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

DEVELOPED COUNTRIESmust
takeleadintheglobaltransition
towardsnetzeroandlowcarbon
industry transition, Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said on
Wednesday.
Addressing the Industry

Transition Dialogue hosted by
India andSweden in Stockholm,
Yadav said, “The developing
worldneedsnotjustanindustrial
transition,butratheranindustrial
renaissance – a flowering of in-
dustries and sectors thatwill to-
gethercreatejobs,prosperityand

acleanenvironment.Thetransi-
tiontrajectorywillvaryfordiffer-
ent countries based on their na-
tionalcircumstances.”
“The developed countries

withtheirhistoricalexperiences
musttakeleadintheglobaltran-
sitiontowardsnet-zeroandlow
carbon industry transition. The
greenpremiumassociatedwith
zeroorlowcarbontechnologies
mustbecompensatedtotrigger
demandatarequiredscaleinap-
propriateways,”Yadavsaid.
Theevent,organisedasapart

of a India-Sweden initiative —
LeadershipforIndustryTransition
— was also addressed by
Sweden’sMinisterforClimateand
EnvironmentAnnikaStrandhäll.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

FOURYEARSafterhisnamewas
recommended by the Supreme
Court collegium, advocate
Wasim Sadiq Nargal was on
Wednesdayappointedasanad-
ditional judge of the Jammu &
KashmirHighCourt.
The recommendation of

Nargal was made by the
Supreme Court collegium in
2018 andwas one of the oldest
pendingwith the government.
The appointment on
Wednesday came after the col-
legium reiterated the recom-
mendation in2021.
Accordingtonotificationsis-

suedbytheLawMinistry, seven
judicialofficersfromBiharwere
elevated as judges of the Patna
HighCourt.
Fouradditional judgesof the

KeralaHighCourtwerealsoele-
vatedas judges.
The ministry also notified

transfers of six judges from the
High Courts in Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, Tripura, Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh,Manipur,
andMadhyaPradesh.

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH, JUNE1

THE CONGRESS leadership has
summoned its 31 MLAs in
Haryana, including top leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, for a
meeting inNewDelhiThursday
amid apprehensions of cross-
votingintheJune10RajyaSabha
polling.
This comes after the son of

expelled leader and former
UnionministerVenodSharma—
media baron Kartikeya Sharma
—filedhisnominationpapersas
an Independent candidate for
Rajya Sabha from Haryana.
Sharma is backedby the JJP’s 10
MLAs inHaryanaand is likely to

gain support of BJP as well as
several IndependentMLAs.
The Congress candidate is

AjayMaken.
The party leadership will

first hold a meeting of all the
MLAsandwill likely send them
toaresort inChattisgarhcapital
Raipur.
Haryana party affairs in-

charge Vivek Bansal told The
Indian Express: “Yes, the party
high command has asked all
MLAs to reach Delhi on
Thursday. Meeting of all the
MLAsshallbeheldat15,RGroad,
Delhi. Rahulji is not there in
Delhi, but it is not yet clear if
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi or somebody else will
chair themeeting.”

He admitted that the party
has summoned all theMLAs to
NewDelhi to prevent possibili-
ties of cross-voting in Rajya
Sabha polling. He added that
there“isalsoapossibilitythatall
the MLAs shall be sent out of
Haryana and kept together at a
hotel/ resort”.
“Further course of action

shallbedecided,afterthemeet-
ingatNewDelhi,”Bansal said.
Sources said Congress

AdampurMLAKuldeepBishnoi
—whohas been skipping party
events after not being consid-
ered in the revamped Haryana
PradeshCongressCommittee—
wouldnotbepartof Thursday's
meeting andmay not join the
other legislatorsat the resort.

Jharkhand HC reserves
order on maintainability
of PIL against CM Soren

SELFIE WITH PM
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithboxingworldchampion
NikhatZareen inNewDelhionWednesday.Zareen’s
teammatesManishaMounandParveenHooda,whowon
bronzemedalsat theWorldBoxingChampionships inother
weightcategories, alsometthePM. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

THE CENTRE Wednesday in-
formed theSupremeCourt that
denial of security clearance to
Malayalamnewschannel'Media
One' is basedon intelligence in-
puts, which are "sensitive" and
"secret innature".
Itsaidthatasamatterofpol-

icyandintheinterestofsecurity
of the State and its establish-
ments, the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) does not disclose
the reasons fordenial.
Theaffidavitwasfiledbythe

Ministry of Information of
Broadcasting in response to the
appeal by the news channel
against KeralaHighCourt order
dismissing its plea challenging
the denial of security clearance
and telecast ban ordered by the
Uniongovernment.
“ItissubmittedthatMHAhas

informed that the denial of se-
curity clearance is based on in-
telligenceinputs,whicharesen-
sitive and secret in nature.
Therefore, as amatter of policy
and in the interest of securityof
thestateanditsestablishments,
theMHA does not disclose the
reasons for denial," the govern-
mentaffidavit stated.
The Centre, however, said

that all relevant files were pro-
duced byMHA before the High
Court and also before the top
court on March 15, and in the
event this court directs to pro-
duce the files again, MHAwill
produce the same before this
court inasealedcover.
“It is further submitted that

theMHA under Section 124 of
IndianEvidenceActseeksprivi-
legeoveritssecretfilesandprays
tothiscourt that thecontentsof
the filesmaynotbedisclosedto
thepetitioners, as suchadisclo-
suremay have far reaching and
unimaginable consequences in
sofarasnationalsecurityiscon-
cerned," it said.
The Centre said that the re-

newalofpermissionforatelevi-
sion channel is not amatter of
right for a company and such
permissionisgrantedonlyupon
fulfilment of certain eligibility
conditions.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JUNE1

FIVEYEARSsince itenteredinto
anelectoralalliancewiththeBJP,
the under-the-surface anti-saf-
fronpartysentimentswithinthe
AIADMK,mainly driven by the
“anti-Tamil” policies of the
Central government, are finally
out in theopen.
AIADMKorganisational sec-

retary C Ponnaiyan on Tuesday
accusedtheBJP-ledCentralgov-
ernment of stealing state’s rev-
enue,besidesblamingtheparty
forthepolldefeats,losingminor-
ity community support, and
“anti-Tamil” policies, especially
thoseconcerning thestudents.
There were disagreements

amongtheAIADMKleadersover
the alliance with the BJP from
the start, but none, including
Ponnaiyan, ever criticised the
saffronpartypublicly.
AfterPonnaiyan'sremarksat

a workshop organised for the
partyoffice-bearers,hetoldThe
Indian Express that the alliance
with the BJP was an “electoral
understanding” to take on the
DMK.“Wehaveanideologythat
is different fromBJP’s…even as
we are in alliance, we disagree
with themonmany things;we
are against Hindi...we don't en-
dorse their language policy.
Narendra Modi government’s
support to Rajapaksas was
wrong; India should have been
supportingSriLankanTamilsin-
stead,” saidPonnaiyan.
“WealsoopposetheNEET.In

a state like Tamil Nadu where
CBSE schools are not very com-
mon, our students fail to clear
theNEETthatislargelybasedon
the CBSE syllabi. Ever since the
NEET systemwas introduced,
admissions to ourmedical col-
leges are largely from North
India,whichgoagainsttheinter-
ests of the students of Tamil
Nadu,”hesaid.
The veteran leader said the

Central governmentwas steal-

ing the state's revenue in the
name of the GST in violation of
the fundamental norms of the
federalism.“Wehatethishighly
centralised style of governance.
We will not compromise on
these issues,”hesaid.
Ponnaiyan'ssuddenoutburst

against the BJP, reportedlywith
the blessings of Edappadi K
Palaniswami, has triggered de-
batesonthechancesofAIADMK
snapping ties with the saffron
party ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabhaelections.
Ponnaiyansaiditwas100per

cent true that the alliancewith
theBJPdidalienatetheminority
community voters of the party.
“Thatwasthereasonforminori-
ties voting against us in the re-
centelections,”hesaid.Willthey
continue the alliance? He said
theywilldecideattherighttime.
BJP state president K

Annamalai said: “There isnoth-
ingwrong in a political leader’s
wish tomakehis partyNo. 1 on
their home turf. At the same
time, these criticisms and re-
marks about BJP are indicating
that the party is gaining signifi-
cantground in thestate.”

THEOUTBURSTagainstthe
BJPcomesagainsttheback-
dropof a growingpercep-
tioninTamilNaduthatthe
BJPisperformingtheroleof
themainOppositionparty,
while the AIADMK is not
putting up a spirited fight
to takeontherulingDMK.
Also,thefeedbackfromthe
party cadreswas against
thealliance,especiallyafter
the Hindi language row.
Politicalobserversfeelthat
theAIADMKwantstogoto
the2024general elections
withacleanimage.
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AIADMKtakes
onallyBJP,says
Centre’spolicies
againstTamils

BLAMESBJPFORPOLLDEFEATS

UttarPradeshCMYogiAdityanathperforms ‘shilapujan’
at theRamtemple’s sanctumsanctorum. Express

Yogi launches second phase of Ram temple
construction: ‘500-yr struggle taking shape’

Cong summons Haryana MLAs
to Delhi, may send them to resort

CROSS-VOTINGFEARSAHEADOFRAJYASABHAPOLLS

STOCKHOLMDIALOGUE

Developed world should
take lead in transition
towards net zero: India

AzamgarhandRampurLokSabhaby-electionson June23,BJP looks foraway intoSPbastions

In UP, 2 prestige battles and an irate Azam await SP

AkhileshvisitsAzamKhan
atSirGangaRamHospital in
NewDelhionWednesday.
Theirconversationrevolved
aroundtheLSbypolls,
sourcessaid. PTI

Union Cabinet eases criteria for
Chhattisgarh tribals to join CRPF
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

THEUNIONCabinet, chaired by
PrimeMinister NarendraModi,
onWednesday relaxed eligibil-
itycriteriafortribalyouthsfrom
threeMaoist-affecteddistrictsof
Chhattisgarh to join the Central
ReservePoliceForce (CRPF).
TheMinistryofHomeAffairs

(MHA) onWednesday said the
Cabinet approved its proposal
“torelaxrequisiteminimumed-
ucational qualification from
Class10toClass8fortherecruit-
ment of 400 candidates as
Constable (GeneralDuty) in the
CRPF from three districts of
South Chhattisgarh, namely
Bijapur,DantewadaandSukma”.
Notably, in2016-17,theCRPF

had raised one Bastariya
Battallion where youths were
primarily recruited from the
Bijapur,Dantewada,Narayanpur
andSukmadistrictsoftheBastar
region of the state. The govern-
menthadthenrelaxedmanyre-
quirements of specific physical
features for recruitment tohelp
locals join the force. Themove
wasaimedathavingpeoplewith
local knowledge of language,
culture,topographyanddemog-
raphy in the force so as to
strengthen its intelligence col-
lectionandoperations.
However, it could not yield

optimum results as not many
native youths could fulfil the
minimumeducationalqualifica-
tion eligibility criteria, which
was Class 10, a statement from
theMHAsaid.

The recruits under the new
eligibilitycriteriawill still be re-
quiredtopassClass10afterjoin-
ing the force, the responsibility
of helping them in this endeav-
ourwill liewiththeCRPF, itsaid.
Earlier too government had

tried to recruit tribals through
quotas in each battalion. This,
however,hadnotbeenverysuc-
cessful with year after year va-
canciespilingup. “Bastar tribals
areshorterthanothertribalsand
very lean. So, even after relaxed
norms, they could rarelymake
it,” a seniorCRPFofficer said.
Thegovernmenthadthenre-

laxed physical requirements of
heightfrom160cmto155.5cm.
Similarly, chest measurement
wascappedat73.5cminsteadof
75 cm. Therewas relaxation in
weight, too.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JUNE1

THEHIGHCourtof Jharkhandon
Wednesdayreserveditsorderon
the point of maintainability of
the PIL seeking a probe against
ChiefMinisterHemantSorenon
transactionsof someshell com-
paniespurportedlyoperatedby
his familymembers.
A division bench of Chief

Justice Ravi Ranjan and Justice
SujitNarayanPrasadconcluded
the hearing of the PIL, filed by
Shiv Shankar Sharma, andwill
deliver theorderon June3.
The HC, in compliancewith

the Supreme Court directive of
May 24, will decide if the PIL is
maintainable before entering
intomeritsof thepetition.
Stating that the HC may

“throwoutthepetitioner”inthe
PILrelatedtotheshellcompanies
case in view of shortcomings,
Solicitor General TusharMehta
onWednesday submitted that
the court shouldkeep the “peti-
tion” intact, as the cause es-
poused“needstobeexamined”.
Thecourtwashearingtheis-

sue of “maintainability” of the

case, necessitated by the
SupremeCourt'sorder.
Mehta'ssubmissioncameaf-

terKapilSibal,whoappearedfor
the state government, and
Mukul Rohatgi, representing
Chief Minister Hemant Soren,
both raised the issue of peti-
tioner Shiv Shankar Sharma's
credentials and questioned the
source of his information that
“only” talked about “suspicion”
ofmoney laundering.
Mehta said: “...If the peti-

tioner is supposed tobe thrown
out,throwhimout.Iamnotsup-
porting him. (But) the cause
whichhasbeenespousedneeds
to be examined….Now it is not
justhisversion…EDasanagency
hasalsogathereddetails.”
Hetoldthecourt,“Assuming

that the HC PIL rules are not
complied with either is full or
partly…(but)will it take the ju-
risdiction away from the lord-
ships when shocking facts are
pointedout. Your lordshipswill
notexamine itsy-bitsy.”
Mehta also submitted that

thereisa“connection”between
IAS officer Pooja Singhal and
grantofvariousminingleasesin
Jharkhand.

Eight new
HC judges
appointed,
six shifted

Denial of nod
to Media One
is based on
sensitive intel:
Centre to SC

New Delhi
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WRIT IN KULGAM
Astargetedkillingscastshadow,politicaloutreachisneededin
Kashmir—involvingpeople’srepresentativesacrossparties

Y ETANOTHERTARGETEDkilling inKashmir, this timeawoman teacher in
aKulgamschool, isagrimreminderof thesecuritychallenge intheValley.
Fromher hometown Samba in Jammu, Rajni Bala and her husband, who
isalsoateacher,hadbeenpostedtodifferentschools inKulgamsomeyears

agothroughagovernmentemploymentscheme.She is thethirdteacherandthethird
womantobekilledinthismannersince lastOctober2021. InMayalone, the livesof five
people were snuffed out, including a Kashmiri Muslimwomanwhowas a local TV
artiste.WhileKashmiriMuslimcivilians have always been a target, in recentmonths,
therehasbeena clear attempt to terroriseKashmiri Pandits and thewiderHinduand
Sikhcommunities in J&K,aswellasmigrantworkers.Theapparentobjective is tosend
amessage to theseminorities in the erstwhile state that they are notwelcome in the
Valley.Aparallelanddeeplydisturbingplanalsoseemstobeatwork,onethatplays into
the sharpening communal faultlines in other parts of the country, and aims to rein-
forcethem,as former J&KChiefMinisterMehboobaMuftihaspointedout intheafter-
mathof Rajni Bala's killing.
Everyactof violence, eachciviliandeath ismoreevidence that thepolice's claimof

having brought normalcy inKashmir is not close to the reality. Adding to the concern
istheincreaseinthenumberof “foreign”orPakistani terrorists intheValley.Lastmonth,
a senior Army officer sought to frame this as a marker of the trend of decreasing re-
cruitmentof locals intomilitancy.But theArmy,whichhas theprimary responsibility
to prevent infiltration,maywant to look at amore sobering picture, especially as the
infiltration has taken place during a carefully maintained ceasefire with Pakistan on
theLineof Control. Bynowit shouldbeclear that tourist inflows into theValleyareno
indication of its security situation, nor a complete or crediblemeasure of the popular
alienationon the ground.
By all accounts, the J&Kadministrationhasnot beenable toprovide reassurance to

the familiesof thevictimsorasenseof security to thosewhofear theymaybetargeted
next. It is timetheCentre recognises that this taskmust involveKashmir'smainstream
political leadership —mainly, the National Conference and the People's Democratic
Party. Theyhavea role toplay in thepolitical outreach toboth themajorityandminor-
ity communities in theValley. Theymust take the initiative and the governmentmust
makeroomfortheminaprojectofpoliticalcommunicationtothepeoplethat ismuch-
neededat this time.

SINGING WITH KK
Hiswasthevoice thatsangof the love, longingandangstof a

generationofmusic lovers

INANINTERVIEW,wellafterhehadmadeanameinplaybacksinging,KKwould
recall being sent tomusic classes as a child and hating them. It seemed to him
that,with their emphasis on thedos anddon'ts, they imposed “boundaries” on
music. The singer, who died at 53 after a concert in Kolkata on Tuesday, had

grownupwithmusicof allkindsplaying inhishomeinDelhi.Hehaddevelopedanear
and, after his decision to forgo formal training, it was that nurtured ability, aswell as
his innate talent, that helpedhimgain a foothold in the recording studios ofmultiple
film industries.
KK,bornKrishnakumarKunnath, cametoprominenceat a timewhen the Indipop

wavewhich, inthe '90s,hadchangedhowmusicwasmadeandperformedinIndia,had
begun to recede. Two tracks fromhis 1999 debut album, “Yaaron” and “Pal”, became
hits, in largepart because theyarticulated a senseof loss and longing that had instant
resonance with a generation of listeners on the threshold of adulthood. His big
Bollywoodbreakthrough, the song “TadapTadap” fromHumDilDeChuke Sanam, had
asimilareffect,becomingpartof thesoundtrackofmanyareal-lifestoryofunrequited
love and heartbreak. That these songs risked becoming cliches is, in fact, a testament
to their appeal.
Asaperformer,KKtransformedhisearlydisdainfor“boundaries”intothechameleon-

like ability to assumedifferentpersonas and tap into the emotional coreof any song. In
doing so, he helped a society, arguably lacking in articulateness inmatters of the heart,
findwordsandmelodieswithwhichtodoso.Hissongsbecameanimportantpartof the
emotional trajectory of a generation ofmusic loverswho, he once admitted, did not al-
waysrecognisehimwhenheperformedinconcerts.Buttheyalways,withoutmissinga
beat, sangalong tohis song.

SHAPING UP
Governmentrevenueswerebuoyant lastyear,will likely

remainsothisyear,providing fiscalheadroom

DATARELEASEDBYtheControllerGeneralofAccountsonTuesdayindicated
that government finances faredbetter thanexpected in the just ended fi-
nancial year (2021-22). Sharp increaseswereobserved inboth taxaswell
asnon-taxrevenuesascomparedtotherevisedbudgetestimatespresented

afewmonthsago.Further,withtotalgovernmentspendinglastyearbeingonlymargin-
allyhigher thanwhatwaspegged in the revisedestimates, the fiscaldeficit for2021-22
hasmoderated further, coming inat6.7per centof theGDP, lower than the6.9per cent
projected in the revisedestimates.
Attheaggregatelevel, theCentre’sgrosstaxcollectionsstoodatRs27.08lakhcrorein

2021-22, almost Rs 2 lakh crore higher than the revised estimates, whichwere them-
selveshigherthantheearlierbudgetestimates.Thehealthierthanexpectedtaxrevenue
wasdrivenbyrobustdirectandindirecttaxcollections.DirecttaxcollectionsstoodatRs
13.85 lakhcrore, aroundRs1.35 lakhcrorehigher thanthe revisedestimates (withboth
corporateandincometaxcollectionsgrowingatahearteningpace),whileindirecttaxcol-
lectionswerehigherbyaroundRs57,000crore.A similar increasewasalsoobserved in
non-taxrevenuesdriven, inpart, byhigherdividends fromPSUs.The latestdataalso in-
dicates that the central governmenthas considerable fiscal headroomin the coming fi-
nancial year. TheUnionbudget for2022-23hadpegged theCentre’s gross tax revenues
atRs27.57 lakhcrore—this isnowonly1.8percenthigherthanitsgross taxrevenues in
2021-22.ConsideringthattherecentEconomicSurveyhadpeggedtheeconomytogrow
at 8-8.5 per cent in 2022-23— even though this forecastwasmade before the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, andgrowth isnowexpected tobe lower -- asnominal growth is likely
to remain high, actual tax collectionsmaywell come in significantly higher than bud-
geted targets.
At the same time, there are several headwinds. On the revenue side, the recent cuts

inexciseduties, andthe lower thanexpectedtransfer fromthecentralbankare likely to
act as a drag on receipts. On the expenditure side, spending on food, fertiliser and LPG
subsidieswillweighheavilyontheexchequer.Andthoughthehigherthanexpectedrev-
enues,aidedbyhigherthanpreviouslyanticipatednominalGDPgrowth,willhelpoffset
someof this, thepressureonthe fisc is likely to remain.

RGChandramogan

Manysectorsstillseemtobeconstrainedbyaweakness
indemandandwillrequirecontinuedpolicysupport

A LESSON IN FOOD SECURITY
Sri Lankancrisis shouldprod India tobecomeself-sufficient inedibleoils

AT 8.7 PER cent, the National Statistical
Office's latest estimate for GDP growth in
2021-22, whilemarginally lower than the
8.95 per cent projected in late February, is
quitegoodgiventheheadwindstheeconomy
faced.Theslowergrowthin2021-22wasdue
to a downward revision of the estimates in
the first two quarters of the year. However,
thesenumbers need to be interpreted care-
fully, given the base effects of a 6.6 per cent
contractionin2020-21.Thequarterlygrowth
numbersinthefirstthreequartersof2021-22
are amirror image of the contraction in the
first two quarters of 2020-21, followed by a
recovery in the third and fourth quarters.
Inflation-adjustedGDP in absolute terms in
the fourth quarter of 2021-22was 107 per
centofthepre-pandemiclevel(2019-20)and
91percent inthefirstquarter.
Atabroadsectoral level,agriculturegrew

at 3 per cent in 2021-22, industry at 9.8 per
cent,andservicesat8.8percent.Thetwosec-
tors that contributednoticeably towards the
fourth-quarter growthmoderation were
manufacturing (whichcontractedby0.2per
cent) and construction (which grewat 2per
cent).Evenfactoringinthebaseeffectsofhigh
growthrates inthecorrespondingquarterof
2020-21, theweakness is visible. The almost
flatmanufacturing growth is a bit puzzling,
giventhe22percentgrowthofmerchandise
exports in thequarter, andperhapspoints to
weakness indomesticdemand.
Alikelyexplanationistheweaknessinin-

formalsectoroutput,whichisproxiedbythe
indexofindustrialproduction,whichgrewby
1.2percentinthequarter.Equallyconcerning
istheweaknessintheconstructionsegment,
particularlyrealestate,wheremanyprojects
havereportedlybeendelayedduetorisingin-
putcosts.
On the other hand, some of the services

segments showed relatively strong growth.
Themoststrikingispublicadministrationand
otherservices—thissegmentgrewalmost8
per cent and contributed arounda fourth of
the aggregate 4.1 per cent growth in the
value-added. This includes the universe of
micro and small local services in education,
health,recreation,etc,suggestingastrongre-

covery in contact services post the opening
upof economicactivity.
ThedemandsideofGDP,however,indica-

tessomeinconsistencies.Governmentconsu-
mptionexpendituregrewby4.8percentand
matches thepublicadministrationsegment.
Private consumption, however, decelerated,
with the fourth quarter growth dropping
sharply to1.8per cent from7per cent in the
thirdquarter—thisisatoddswiththeMSME
recovery. Fixed capital investment, on the
otherhand,remainedstable,ifnotrobust,gro-
wing at 5per cent, up from2per cent in the
previousquarter.Thiswasprobablydomina-
tedbyamassive76percentriseintheCentre’s
capital expenditure (and to a smaller extent
by states’ capex spending). This is puzzling
given theweakness in the construction sec-
tor.Onepossibleexplanation is thatperhaps
privatesectorcapexhadmoderatedsharply.
Sowhyhasthegrowthnarrativebecome

soimportantnow?Intheaftermathofaneco-
nomic shockas largeas thepandemic, quar-
ter-on-quarterGDPestimates are important
indicatorsofthemomentumofeconomicac-
tivityandwillbecriticalinputsforpolicymak-
ers.But thegrowthpath for2022-23hasbe-
come muddied by a host of economic,
commercial,financialandnowgeo-economic
events,whicharelikelytopersist.
In the near term, leading indicators of

economic activity suggest thatmomentum
in April andMay, although havingmoder-
atedcomparedtoMarch,hasremainedsur-
prisinglystrong,evenintheaftermathofthe
economic shocks emanating from the
Ukrainecrisis.
OurforecastforGDPgrowthis7.1percent

(verysimilartotheRBI'searlierforecastof7.2
per cent). But the risks arenowclearly tilted
towards slower growth. First, input costs for
manufacturersremainveryhigh,andhavenot
been fully passed on to the end consumers.
Diminishingcommercialviabilityhas forced
manycompaniestoscaledown,orevenshut,
operations—theMSMEsegmenthasreport-
edlybeenthemostaffected.
Second,thesesupplyshocks,accelerating

with theonsetof Covidandthensharplyag-
gravated by the energy and commodity dis-

ruptions fromUkraine and the economic
sanctions imposed on Russia, have fed into
prices across theworld. Inflation inmost of
the developed countries is atmulti-decade
highs(aidedbylargefiscalstimuluspackages
in some countries).Most of the large global
central banks have already started aggres-
sively tighteningmonetary policy. These ac-
tionshaveincreasedfinancialmarketvolatil-
ity, which has had spillover effects on
emerging economies, including India.
Consequently, India’s external environment
is likelytobelessbenignthanbefore.
Evenbeforethistightening,globalgrowth

andtradehadalreadybeenforecastedtostart
slowing in 2022.Merchandise exports from
India has been one of themain engines of
growththroughlate2020-21andin2021-22,
andthis is likelytomoderate. Inaddition,RBI
hasshifteditspriorityfrompromotingdurable
andsustainedgrowthtotaming inflation,by
hikingthepolicyreporateandstartingtodrain
the surplus funds injected during the pan-
demic. Lending rateshave already increased
formanyborrowers,particularlyMSMEsand
home loans, and steep increases in borrow-
ing costsmight exert some stress on the re-
paymentabilityofweakerborrowers.
Innominalterms,GDPgrowthin2021-22

was almost 20 per cent (versus 8.7 per cent
realgrowth),drivenbyhighWPIandCPIinfla-
tion. This large divergencemight further
widen the gap in the distribution of discre-
tionary incomes and consumption among
household income classes.While this will
moderateover thenext coupleof yearswith
inflationcooling,thishasimplicationsforthe
redistributive actions of economic, particu-
larlyfiscal,policy.
Toconclude,whileeconomicactivityisre-

coveringatamodestpace,manysectorsand
segments still seem to be constrained by a
weaknessindemandandwillrequirecontin-
uedpolicy support. A coordinatedpolicy re-
sponse— fiscal,monetary, trade, industry—
will be required for balancing themultiple
macroeconomicpolicyobjectives.

Thewriter isexecutivevice-presidentand
chiefeconomist,AxisBank.Viewsarepersonal

SRI LANKA, A country with a 21.5 million
population (less than Tamil Nadu’s 80mil-
lionandKerala’s34million), importeddairy
products valued at $333.8million in 2020
and$317.7millionin2021.Theislandnation’s
importsofwholemilkpowder(WMP)alone
were 89,000 tonnes and 72,000 tonnes in
these two years. The powder imported in
2020wouldhave“produced”almost2.1mil-
lionlitresperday(MLPD)equivalenttomilk.
Thisisasagainstthe1.3MLPDthatSriLanka
produces from its own cows and buffaloes.
It translates into an import dependence of
over60percent—foracountryhavingvery
little foreignexchange today to import any-
thing, leavealonemilkpowder.
At the other end, we have Saudi Arabia,

hometoover35millioninhabitants(includ-
ingimmigrants)andalsotheworld’s largest
verticallyintegrateddairycompany.Almarai
Company has six dairy farms in the desert
kingdomthattogetherhousesome1,07,000
HolsteinFriesiancowsproducingmorethan
3.5MLPD of milk. The animals are sourced
from the US and Europe. The entire feed
(about 1.5million tonnes per year of corn,
soyabeanmeal,cottonseedoilcakeandother
ingredients) and also forage given to them
areprocuredfromabroad.Thecompanyhas
even purchased thousands of acres of land
inCalifornia,ArgentinaandRomaniatogrow
alfalfa hay, which is then shipped back for
feeding thecattle.
WhyisSaudiArabia takingsuchpains to

produce its ownmilk from cows, kept in

sheds with overheadmisters for spraying
waterdropletsandfanstoprotectthemfrom
50degreesCelsiusdesert temperatures?
Theanswerisfoodsecurity.TheSaudis—

otherPersianGulfcountrieshavealsocopied
theAlmaraimodel—arepreparedtopayany
pricewhen it comes to ensuring the avail-
ability of basic food likemilk. This, despite
not having the land, water or climate re-
quired forgreenfoddercultivation—unlike
SriLankathathasallthenaturalresourcesto
becomeadairysuperpower.ThereisaTamil
saying: “Kaile vennai, anaal neyyukku ala-
yaran (thepersonwithbutter in his hand is
searching for ghee)”. Sri Lanka allowed the
butter to slip through its fingers.
Thereare lessonsherefor India,whichis

hugelyimport-dependentinedibleoils, just
asSriLankahasbeenindairy. Indiaannually
imports13.5-14.5milliontonnesofvegetable
oils,againroughly60percentof itstotalcon-
sumption. Till recently, this didn’t seem to
matter.Lowinternationalpricesmeantthat
the import bill, thoughhigh, fell from$9.85
billionin2012-13to$9.67billionin2019-20.
Indianconsumerspaidmoreorlessthesame
forimportedpalm,soyabeanandsunflower
oil in2019as theydid in2012.
Butthestoryhaschangedinthelastcou-

ple of years, with retail prices of most oils
doubling ormore. The value of India's veg-
etableoil importssurgedtoarecord$19bil-
lion in 2021-22. It has brought to light the
perilsof over-dependenceonimportsof es-
sential foodcommodities.

As a country with a population many
timesthatofSriLankaandSaudiArabia,India
needs to have a strategy of self-reliance in
basic foods. Only two years ago, India was
under pressure to join the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership free
tradeagreement(FTA)andopenupitsdairy
productsmarket tounfettered imports.
InNovember 2020,when thedealwas

signed, international skim milk powder
and anhydrous butter-fat prices were at
$2,700-2,800and$4,000-4,200per tonne,
respectively. But thegovernmentdecided
to opt-out of the agreement, perhaps re-
alising the damage that a previous FTA
with the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN)haddoneto India’sedible
oil sector.
Today,whenpowderandfatpricesareat

over $4,100 and $6,000 per tonne — they
haveevencrossed$4,600-7,100levels—the
wisdomofthatdecisionhasbeenborneout.
Indianconsumershaven'texperiencedmuch
inflation inmilk products. If India had be-
comeadairyproducts importer, like in edi-
bleoils, thepriceswouldn’thavestoppedat
$10,000 per tonne. The entire global dairy
trade is less than aquarter of India's annual
milk production. Theworld cannot supply
useven if itwants to.
Inmilk, and inmost foods, onlywe can

feedourselves.

Thewriter is chairmanof theChennai-based
HatsunAgroProductLtd

The demand side of GDP,
however, indicates some
inconsistencies.
Government consumption
expenditure grew by 4.8 per
cent and matches the public
administration segment.
Private consumption,
however, decelerated, with
the fourth quarter growth
dropping sharply to 1.8 per
cent from 7 per cent in the
third quarter — this is at
odds with the MSME
recovery. Fixed capital
investment, on the other
hand, remained stable, if not
robust, growing at 5 per cent,
up from 2 per cent in the
previous quarter.

Indian consumers paid more
or less the same for imported
palm, soyabean and
sunflower oil in 2019 as they
did in 2012. But the story has
changed in the last couple of
years, with retail prices of
most oils doubling or more.
The value of India's
vegetable oil imports surged
to a record $19 billion in
2021-22. It has brought to
light the perils of over-
dependence on imports of
essential food commodities.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA
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WORDLYWISE
The only truth is music.

— JACK KEROUACTHEEDITORIALPAGE

INDO-PAK TALKS
INDIAANDPAKISTANhaveagreedtoresume
their quest for durable peace on the
Subcontinent.Thisistheoutcomeofthetalks
Natwar Singh, Secretary in theMinistry of
External Affairs, hadwith the Pakistan gov-
ernment in Islamabad during the last two
daysduringwhichhedeliveredaletterfrom
theIndianprimeministertoPresidentZiaul
Haq.Afterthe90-minutemeetingSinghhad
with the Pakistan Secretary-General for
Foreign Affairs S Shahnawaz, the two gov-
ernments issuedajointstatementstressing
theirdesiretoresumethedialogue.Thejoint
statement, the textofwhichwasalsomade

available in NewDelhi, says India-Pakistan
discussionswouldbe resumedon thebasis
of the understanding reached between the
two foreign ministers in New Delhi in
February.

CONSENSUS DEMAND
LEADERS OF NINE opposition parties in
Parliamentmadea formalmove toarriveat
a consensus on the choice of the next
PresidentbywritingtoPrimeMinisterIndira
Gandhi, askingher to immediatelyconvene
ameeting for thepurpose. In their letter the
leaders pointed out that N Sanjeeva Reddy
hadbeenunanimously electedPresident in

1977 and this tradition had been kept up in
1979aswellwhenMHidayatullahwascho-
senasvice-President.

FALKLANDS WAR
BRITISH TROOPS WERE reported to be
withinsightofPortStanley,thecapitalof the
Falklands, fighting atMount Kent, less than
20kmaway.Militarysourcessaidtheywere
ready for the final assault of Port Stanley
whichwould be supported by helicopters
andartillery.BritishnavalvesselsandHarrier
combat aircraft continued to soften up the
Argentinepositionsinpreparationforanat-
tackbyground forces.

JUNE 2, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

A modest recovery

Saugata Bhattacharya

New Delhi
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“If he now believes protests should remain nonviolent and non-
confrontational, it is Mr (Imran) Khan’s responsibility to strongly denounce
and discourage the carrying of firearms by his supporters,”

—DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

If teachers in schools are
threatened, how will children
learn to cope with anxiety,
aggression and fear, express
tenderness, trust and love. In
order to build a world where
children are empowered, it is
important to create a close
and supportive relationship
between the community and
school. We can only give our
children who we are and
what we possess.

THEBRITISHCOLONISERSwere known to
impart instant justice to leaders of various
uprisingsagainsttheiroppression.Thecap-
tureandkillingofAlluriSeetaramaRaju,the
hero of the RampaRebellion, in 1924was
one such instance. British forces arrested
Raju,whohad organised the tribals of the
EasternGhatsagainsttheMadrasForestAct
1882,andshothim.
Policeencountersdidnotstopafterinde-

pendence.Chargesof fakeencountershave
colouredpoliceactionagainstdacoitsinthe
1950s, the battles against terrorism in
Punjab, insurgencyin JammuandKashmir
andtheNortheast,andMaoism.Somedays
ago, a SupremeCourt-appointed commit-
teerecommendedtheprosecutionof10po-
liceofficersunderIPC302forstagingafalse
encounternearHyderabadonDecember6,
2019.
According to the Union Ministry of

Home,therehavebeen655instancesofpo-
lice encounter deaths between January 1,
2017,andJanuary31,2022.Chhattisgarhre-
ported 191 incidents, the highest in the
country,followedbyUttarPradeshwith117.
Thirteen other states reported encounter
killingssuggestingthatthemaladyispreva-
lentacrossthecountry.
In theHyderabad incident, Dishawas

gang-rapedandbrutallymurderedby four
persons onNovember 27, 2019. Therewas
widespreadmediacoverageoftheincident
andpublic outrage,which spurred thepo-
licetoactfast.Theyannouncedthearrestof
the four accused a day later and on
December6morning,anallegedencounter
took place inwhich all four accusedwere
killed. The city respondedpositively to the
incidentandthepolicemenwerefelicitated.
Political parties also praised the rendering
of “swift justice”.Somefeeblevoicesofdis-
sentweredrownedintherevelry.
Incidentsofinstantjusticerepresentthe

darkunderbellyofourcriminal justicesys-
tem.Theyshould jolt theconscienceofour
judges,lawyers,politicians,bureaucratsand
policemen.Foryears,mafiaoverlordsused
toescapetheclutchesof lawand,whenap-
prehended,slippastthejusticesystemwith
noonewillingtodeposeagainstthem.Some
even became legislators and used their
vaunted status to ringfence against prose-
cution. Political parties patronised them.
They, in turn, delivered instant justice on
their turf.Whenpublic anger rose or state
institutionswerehurt,encountersfollowed.
VikasDubey,agangsterfromUP,ranhisfief
in contemptof lawbut themomenthe at-
tackedthepolicehisendcame.
Canstagedencountersbejustifiedinany

circumstances? No. Thenwhat explains
suchacts?Aftereverysensationalcrime,the
mediablitzandpublicangeragainstthesys-
temput inordinate pressure on the police.
Shrillcallsforspeedyarrestleadtohastyand
often reckless responses. Only patient and

cool-headed officers canmaintain their
composure in the face of a sustained cam-
paignagainstpolice inaction. If thearrest is
delayedforgenuinereasons,sayforcollect-
ing evidence, itmay even lead to a serious
lawandorder situation. In such situations,
themacho, tough types, knownas the en-
counterspecialistsorthe“bigguns”,stepin.
Thepubliclovesthem,politicianspatronise
them, and criminals are petrified of them.
Theirrideinthehierarchyissmooth,having
gainedproximitytothepowersthatbe.
Is the public inured to hard justice?

Yes. Because justicedelayed is justicede-
nied. People’s faith in the judicial system
isbroken.Thecommonperceptionis that
thecourtsnever seemtodecide.A report
by the Public Health Foundation of India
states thatbetween2001and2018, rape-
related crimes rose by 70 per cent. But
only 10 per cent of the cases completed
trialby2018,withacquittals in73percent
of such cases.
Despite the speedy arrest and a spe-

cial court in theDecember 16, 2012 gang
rapeandmurdercase, it tooksixyears for
a judgmenttobedelivered.Forty-sixmil-
lion cases clog our courts; 30million are
criminalcases inthedistrictcourtsalone.
According to Justice (retired) Madan
Lokur, the situation is hopeless and be-
yond repair. Howmany times have plea
bargaining or the Probation of Offenders
Act been used to reduce pendency? The
SCcommitteeintheDishacasehashauled
up theexecutiveand judicialmagistrates
too for attending to their tasks in a per-
functory manner. Undertrials rot in jails
whenamajorityof themcaneasilybeout
onbailhavingalreadyservedhalf thesen-
tencefor theircrimes,withoutbeingcon-
victed. If this does not dehumanise soci-
ety,what does?
Several useful recommendations have

beenmadebytheSCcommitteeintheDisha
case.Theseinclude,interalia,videorecord-
ingofallinvestigativeprocesses,useofbody-
worn cameras anddash cameras,manda-
tory collection of CCTV footage during
investigations,andaudio-videorecordingof
statements of witnesses. Implementing
these in all casesmaynot be practical as it
would entail huge costs andman-hours.
EvenCCTVcamerashavenotbeeninstalled
inallpolicestations.Butcertainly,astartcan
bemadewith heinous cases. Perhaps, the
mostcriticalneedforeverypolicestationis
access toa forensics teamto takechargeof
thecrimesceneandcollectforeignevidence
scientifically.Digital evidence leavesa firm
imprintandsolidevidence.
TheDisha case is anotherwake-upcall.

Instantjusticeandpublicacclaimgiveatem-
poraryhighbutscartheimageof thepolice
andtheState.Asacriticalpillarof thecrimi-
naljusticesystemwiththewidestpublicin-
terface,itisincumbentuponthepolicechiefs
tostayoncourse.Theyshouldfirmlycaution
theirmen that their job is to bring the ac-
cusedtojusticenottodispensejustice.

ThewriterservedasSpecialDirector,
IntelligenceBureau,SecretarySecurity,

Governmentof India,andCentral
InformationCommissioner.Heispresently
Chairman,Deepstrat,aNewDelhi-based
ThinkTankandStrategicConsultancy

Because Ihada teacher I loved to learn,
I discovered I could do much more than I
thought I could.
I realiseditwasalrightwhensomethingswere
harder thanothers.
BecauseIhadateacher, I foundthatchallenges
couldbe fun.
I realised that some of the hardest things I did
mademe feel theproudest.
Because Ihadateacher, Iknewhowgoodit felt
whensomeonewashappy to seeme.
I knewI couldalwaysask forhelp.
BecauseIhadateacher,IfeltIhadafriendonmy
side.
I saw that some of themost important things
were saidwithoutwords.
BecauseIhadateacher, Ihadwholenewworlds
toexplore.
IdiscoveredthatwhatIimagined,couldbecome
real.
I felt I coulddoanything.
BecauseIhadateacher, I learnttobelieveinme’.
(KobiYamada, ‘Because Ihada teacher’)

WHYDIDYOUshootmyteacher?
Myteachertaughtmethatwedependon

each other for survival. She said that every
person ismeant to live both for and thanks
to others. Her words refracted like light
through a prism, revealing all the different
ways in whichwe found ourselves in rela-
tionshipwith theworld.
Hasthetimecomeformetorethinkwhat

wemeanwhenwe saywe belong to a par-
ticular religionorstate? I thoughtpeaceand
ethicsmeantappreciationofbeauty,striving
for truth, pursuit of justice and recognising
thatsomethingsaregoodandsomearebad,
because Ihada teacher.
I think they shot me because I was a

teacher.My roadwas not a path, not even a
village cart road, my road was the razor’s
edge. I evaluated objectively but related to
eachoneofyouwithmyheart. Iencouraged
but did not favour. I supported but did not
createdependency.
I quietened your rages, dried your tears,

liftedyour fallen spirits, assuagedhurt egos,
encouragedbravery. I tried tobehumanbut
Iwas expected to bemore than human, be-
cause Iwasa teacher.
I also had an aged parent, a daughter of

intellectualpromiseandculturalsensitivityto
beeducated. I triednot to lookhelpless, for-
lorn, vulnerable and precarious for you all
lookeduptome,becausesometimesyoufelt
thesameway.ItwasnoteasyformeforIwas
humantoo,was Inot?
I had dependences to support, illness,

anxieties,despair,grief, likes,dislikes,preju-
dices, for I was human. I felt hunger, thirst,
pain, and rapture like any other living being
increation.
“Society,traditions,customsexpectedme

tocheckbutnottodominate,toinfluencebut
not indoctrinate, shapebutnot stultify.
I was never in a position of power but

always in a position of deep responsibility.
I had views but I was never opinionated. I
had affinities but was never partisan”

(Gopal Gandhi).
Did you ever think that I did not always

need togivebut that sometimes Ineeded to
receive?
Iwasexpectedtoadheretomyidealsbut

noonesawmyreality. Itriedtoattemptwhat
wasdifficult, reachasenseof articulateness.
Teacha loveof languagebutnotbecome in-
sular. Imeant to inculcate a love of commu-
nity, a love of region but not become
parochial, a love of country but not become
jingoistic. I tried to teach patriotismwhich
did not end up hating neighbours, instill a
pride in swadeshi but not allow it to degen-
erate intocultural ghettoism.
My life was not easy because I was a

teacher.
The killings in Kashmir have drawn in

homes, schools and communities, which
havebecomeameltingpotof emotions,de-
sires, attitudes, religious intolerance, caste
andcommunityfeelings,creatinganatmos-
phere of discord. A child’smind is a garden
thatcontainsseedsofunderstanding,forgive-
nessandlovealongwithseedsof ignorance,
fearandhatredthatwillmakehimviolentor
peaceful, understanding or intolerant, de-
pendinguponwhichseedsarewatered.
A thinking school can create a learning

environment filled with compassion and
communication. If teachers in schools are
threatened, howwill children learn to cope
with anxiety, aggression, fear, express ten-
derness, trustand love.
Inorder tobuildaworldwherechildren

are empowered, it is important to create a
closeandsupportive relationshipbetween
the community and school. We can only

give our childrenwhoweare andwhatwe
possess.
Whenwill society come together to en-

sure that peace is not a set of dogmas that
havetobetaught? It isanentireapproachto
life,natureandoneself.Demonisingtheother
onissuesof identity,religion,class,castewill
neverhelp in inculcating in childrena sense
ofsensitivity,social justiceandpeacefullink-
ageswith theother.
I am notwith you today, but always re-

memberthateducationisabout livinglifeas
ahumanbeing,aboutrelationsandrelation-
ships,aboutlivingtogetherinacommonun-
derstanding.
Youneedtoimagineyourselvesasbroad-

casters,tallbeaconsof ideas,pulsingoutmes-
sageseverywhere.Allofyou,stating,clarify-
ing,discussing,debating,collaborating,filling
spacewith thoughts thatyoucareabout.
Ifyoudothat,newfieldswilldevelopand

withthem,theirwondrouscapacitiestobring
energy, lightandunderstandingintoform. If
you create a field of visionwhich is not co-
herentandsincere,youwillencounterother
fieldsof intolerance,hatredanddissonance.
It is importanttorememberthatspaceis

neverempty.Ifyoudon'tfill itwithharmony,
joy,andcaring,sayonethingbutdoanother,
youwill create discord in the very space in
whichyoubelong.
Remember thesewords “because I was

your teacher”.

Thewriter isChairpersonandExecutive
Director, Education, Innovationsand
Training,DLFFoundationSchoolsand

ScholarshipProgrammes

The scars of
instant justice

LEAD BY EXAMPLE
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Howtofill
the big blackhole' (IE, June 1). It is the
job of a democracy to enable and en-
sure freedomof speechfor itscitizens.
Political parties today only pander to
meet their ownpartisanendsandpo-
litical literacyrunsdangerously lowin
the voter base. Our parties need to be
trailblazers in ensuring an open soci-
ety. Therefore, the election commis-
sion must find ways to ensure that
everypartyhasaninternaldemocratic
electoral process in place, followed
diligently andwith transparency.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

APEX JUDGEMENT
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'A dispir-
iting law' (IE, June 1). Theword “sedi-
tion”,underSection124Aof theIndian
Penal Code, is a colonial imposition
whichwasdeployedto jailandsilence
freedomfightersanddissentersat the
time of its conception. After six
decades of the 1962 judgement of
Kedarnath Singh v State Of Bihar, the
Supreme Court has now taken up de-
liberation on the constitutionality of
thissection.Wecanonlyhopethatthe
apex court decides to rule in favour of
democracy.

R.S.Jena,Ghaziabad

CALL FOR PEACE
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'I am

Bhanwarlal' (IE,May31).Thekillingof
Bhanwarlal stands as another exam-
ple ina long listof lynchings thathave
been enabled by the vitriol pedalled
on our screens, during evening tea
chats and in election rallies. AnNDTV
report recorded a 500% increase in
hate speech since 2014. These hate
crimes are propelled forward by an
overall increase in targeted and com-
munally coloured hate speech.
Preachersof thishatehaverarelyseen
anyrepercussions,especiallywhenaf-
filiated with political parties. Kapil
Mishra's speech innortheastDelhi on
the eve of the violence unleashed on
Muslims in the area stands testament
to this immunity. Ifwewantanyrelief
fromthesedaily reportsof communal
violenceandlynchings,decisivepuni-
tive actionmust be thenext step.

ShreyaThomas,viaemail

PUBLIC’S TRIAL
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
Reality Show’ (IE, 1 June 2022). The
eyeballsgluedtotheDepp-Heardtrial
spoke to the celebrity culture.
Everyone is waiting to see if their
favouritestar is thevictimorthecrim-
inal. Many who accuse the stars of
feedingoff thespotlight findit innocu-
ous, if not justified, topry. The trolling
of Amber Heard is a shame. It is a re-
minderof thepowerofperceptionand
howcelebrity and fanfare affects it.

MYusufGhazali,Patna

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

RECENTLY,PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
made a telling observation abouthis idea of
India: “... every Indianmust have a smart-
phone in his hand and every fieldmust be
coveredbyadrone”.Thiswasareaffirmation
of his commitment that ordinary Indians
mustbeempoweredwithtechnology.Digital
India is a transformative programme to de-
liverthatobjective.Hewasequallyclearthat
digital technologymust be low-cost, devel-
opmental,inclusive,andsubstantiallyhome-
grownanditshouldbridgethedigitaldivide
andusher indigital inclusion.
After eight years of digital governance,

there is concrete evidence to showcase this
digital transformation. India today is home
tomorethan75croresmartphones,133crore
Aadhaar cards,more than 80 crore internet
users,has4Gandisnowacceleratingtowards
5G. Above all, it has among the lowest data
tariffsintheworld.India’smarchistheresult
of PMModi's vision,whichhe shared at the
launchofDigitalIndiaonJuly1,2015.Hehad
said:“Inthisdigitalage,wehaveanopportu-
nity to transformthe livesof people inways
that were hard to imagine just a couple of
decades ago. I see technology as ameans to
empowermentandasatoolthatbridgesthe
distancebetweenhopeandopportunity.”
Digital Indiasolvedsomeof themostdif-

ficultproblems thecountryhadbeen facing
fordecades.Ensuringdeliveryofgovernment
schemestoitsbeneficiarieswithoutleakage
ormisuseremainedaherculeantask.TheJan-

Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinityhas en-
suredthatthepoorestreceiveeverypennyof
their entitled benefits. Financial benefits
worth nearly Rs 23 lakh crore have been
transferredusingDBTtechnology in the last
eightyears.Thishas ledtosavingsofRs2.22
lakhcroreofpublicmoney.
The digital ecosystemwas also useful in

tacklingthechallengeofthepandemic.From
bulkmessagestopeopleinquarantineareas
giving useful information and using digital
technology for vaccination to digital educa-
tion for studentswhenschoolswere closed,
therehavebeenshiningexamplesofempow-
erment, inclusionandopportunity.
Leveraging the power of drones andGIS

technologies,SVAMITVAYojanaisproviding
digital land records to the rightful owners.
Thiswillnotonlyreducedisputesbutalsofa-
cilitatemonetisationoflandforavailingbank
loansandenablescientificvillagelevelplan-
ning.Nearly2.14crorelandparcelshavebeen
digitisedsofar.
The inclusive character of Digital India

notonlymakesitauniqueinitiativebutalso
reflectsourcorephilosophyof“SabkaSaath,
Sabka Vishwas”. Providing access to high-
speedinternettothefarthesthamlet,ensur-
ingaccesstoassisteddigitalservicesforthose
whocannotusedigitaltechnologiesandpro-
vidingdigital literacyhavebeenkeytomak-
ingdigitalgrowthinclusive.Toprovidehigh-
speed broadband to all the villages, optical
fibre has been laid in 1.83 lakh gram pan-

chayats under Bharat Net. Therewere only
80,000 Common Service Centers (CSCs) in
2014,which is an entity under theMinistry
of ElectronicsandITheadedbySecretary IT,
forprovidingassisteddeliveryofdigitalserv-
ices to commoncitizensofferingonly a few
services. Today, there are nearly four lakh
CSCs.TheseCSCsareofferingbanking,insur-
ance,stateandcentralgovernmentservices,
passportandPANcardservices,digital liter-
acy,ruraleCommerceservicesandpre-litiga-
tionadviceetc.
Indiahasemergedas the fastest-growing

ecosystemforfintechinnovations.India’sdig-
italpaymentsrevolutionisbeingappreciated
globally.Thiswasmadepossibleduetoinno-
vativedigital paymentproducts likeUPI and
Aadhaar-Enabled Payment Systems (AEPS).
When banks and ATMswere shut during
Covid-19,AEPS-basedmicro-ATMatCSCsand
postofficesprovideddoorstepdeliveryofcash.
Indiahasmorethan61,400startupsasof

March 2022, making it the third-largest
startup ecosystem after the US and China.
With nearly 14,000 startups getting recog-
nized during 2021-22, 555 districts of India
had at least one new startup as per the
Economic Survey 2022. It is very refreshing
tonotethatmanyof thesestartupsarecom-
ingfrommofussiltownsorruralareas.Nearly
44 startups achievedunicorn status in2021
andinthefirstfourmonthsof2022,14start-
upshavebecomeunicorns.
Indiaisrapidlybecomingatmanirbharin

electronicsmanufacturing.Thevalueofelec-
tronicsmanufacturing in India has touched
$75 billion in 2020-21 from $29 billion in
2014. There were only twomobile phone
manufacturingunitsin2014.Withinitiatives
like Modified Special Incentive Scheme
(MSIPS), ElectronicsManufacturing Cluster,
National Policy on Electronics 2019,
Electronics Development Fund, Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) and Scheme for
Promotion of Electronics Components and
Semiconductors(SPECS), Indiaismovingto-
wardsself-reliance inthefieldof electronics
manufacturing. Today, there aremore than
250mobilephones,componentsandacces-
soriesmanufacturing units. Indian compa-
nies have developed their own 4G and 5G
technologies. TheModi government's com-
mitmenttomakingIndiaself-reliantinsemi-
conductor chipmanufacturing has also at-
tractedmanybig investors.
ThestoryofIndia’sdigitaltransformation

is a story of the visionary leadership of PM
Modiandhiscommitmenttobringingabout
inclusive growth and transformation using
technology.Digital India'smotto-“Powerto
Empower”--istrulylivinguptoitsgoalsand
expectations. In the lasteightyears, thesuc-
cessofDigital Indiaonlyconfirmsthat ithas
arobust future in India’sdevelopment.

Thewriter isanMPandformerUnion
Minister forElectronicsandIT,

Communications, LawandJustice

Digital India, eight years on

Why did you shoot my teacher?
Atribute toRajniBala,whotaughtatGovernmentHighSchool,Gopalpora, in
J&K’sKulgamdistrict, andwaskilledbysuspectedmilitantsonTuesday

CR Sasikumar

Someofthecountry’smostdifficultproblemsarenowbeingsolved

AmeetaMulla
Wattal

Ravi Shankar Prasad

YashovardhanAzad

SCpanel’s censure inHyderabadencountercase
isawake-upcall. Policeshouldaccept that their
job is tobringaccusedto justice,notdispense it

New Delhi
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A PROFESSOR posted at an
Aligarhcollegewassentonleave
for offering namaz in an open
space on the educational insti-
tute’s campus.
Officials said a video

emerged on socialmedia a few
daysagoinwhichProfSRKhalid
is seenofferingprayers inagar-
denatShriVarshneyCollege.
Soonafterthevideowentvi-

ral,right-wingorganisations, in-
cludingBJPYuvaMorcha,lodged
protestagainsttheprofessorand
the college. The video was
brought to thenoticeof the col-
lege authorities and an inquiry
committeewassetup.
Varshney College principal

AK Gupta said, “I was on leave
at the time of the incident.
Once Icameback, theprofessor
told me that he was in a hurry
and had backache and there-
fore offered namaz in a park. A
probehasbeenordered to look
into the facts of the matter.
Necessary actionwill be taken
according to the panel’s
findings.”
Thepanel, setuponSunday,

is due to submit its report this
week, saidofficials.
“A meeting of the probe

committeewill be held and the
further course of actionwill be
decided then,” saidGupta.
The professor is learnt to

have tendered an apology and
promised to not offer namaz in
theopen in future.
The college authorities said

that the
"campus
shouldnotbe
aplace for re-

ligiousactivitiesandintheinter-
est of students it shouldbe lim-
ited toacademics".
In a letter, the BJP Yuva

Morcha and ABVP said, “It has
come to our notice namazwas
beingofferedonthecampusfor
a longtime.This isaconspiracy
against theUPgovernmentand
itcanbreeddivisivesentiments
among the students. If har-
mony in the area is disturbed,
the professorwill be responsi-
ble for it. We request legal ac-
tion against him."
In March this year, some

Muslim students of the same
college had alleged that they
were not allowed to enter the
campuswhilewearinghijabor
headscarf. The allegations
cameshortlyafter thehijabrow
in Karnataka. The college ad-
ministration, in response to the
allegations, maintained that a
dresscodehasbeenprescribed
for all students.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

TAKINGNOTEof apprehensions
of irreversible damage to
Rushikonda hills in Andhra
Pradesh’sVisakhapatnamdueto
excavationsforatourismproject,
the Supreme Court on
Wednesdaydirectedthatthecon-
structionberestrictedtothearea
where anow-demolished resort
stoodand the flat areas until the
stateHighCourt,where thedis-
puteispending,takesafreshcall.
Abenchof JusticesBRGavai

and Hima Kohli said although
development activities are nec-

essary for economic develop-
ment, it is equally necessary to
safeguard theenvironment.
The court set aside theMay

6orderof theprincipalbenchof
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT),whichhadhaltedall fur-
ther constructions at the proj-
ect site.
The bench pointed out that

thematterwasalsopendingbe-
foretheHC,inwhichcase,itsaid,
the HC’s orders would prevail
over those passed by the
Tribunal. The court also ex-
presseditsdispleasureoverNGT
entertaining thematter when
HCwas already seized of it. “In
sofarasTribunalsareconcerned,

they would be subordinate to
theHighCourt in so far as terri-
torial jurisdictionisconcerned,”
thetopcourtsaid.Thecourtsaid
it isof the“consideredviewthat
itwasnotappropriateonpartof
NGTtohavecontinuedwithpro-
ceedings before it, specifically
whenitwaspointedtoitthatHC
wasalreadyseizedofthematter
andhadpassedorder”.
The top court said “conflict-

ing orders passed by NGT and
High Court could lead to an
anomaloussituation”.
“Insuchasituation,itisorders

passed by the Constitutional
courtswhichwouldprevail over
orders passed by Tribunals,” the

bench
pointedout.

Aligarh college prof sent on leave
over offering namaz in openSC sets aside NGT order, says

tribunals subordinate to HC

COURTRESTRICTSCONSTRUCTIONONVIZAGHILLTILLHCTAKESCALL
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CX0´fi0 ´ff½fSX MÑXf³Àfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f d»fd¸fMZXOX
BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff d³f¸³fd»fd£f°f I f¹fÊ WZ°fb BÊ-
d³fd½fQf Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ (ªfe0EÀf0Me0) ¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f
Ea½f A³fb·f½fe NZIZ QfSûÔ/R ¸fûË ÀfZ Afg³f»ffB³f BÊ-
d³fd½fQf ´fûMÊ»f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS Af¸fadÂf°f
I e ªff°fe W`Ü C¢°f BÊ-d³fd½fQf I û À½feI fS/d³fSÀ°f
I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ
I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ A³¹f d³f¹f¸f/Vf°fZË
d½f·ff¦f IZ R f¸fÊ E/¶fe IZ A³fbÀffS Wû¦fe dªf³WZÔ
dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊdQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ QZ£ff ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f
IZ d½fÀ°ffS °f±ff Vfbdð ´fÂf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Àfc¨f³ff ¹fdQ
I ûBÊ Wû¦fe °fû IZ ½f»f ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Of»fe ªffE¦feÜ
A°f: À½f¹fa I û A´fOZM S£f³fZ IZ d»fE C´fSû¢°f
½fZ¶fÀffBM I û d³f¹fd¸f°f QZ£f°fZ SW³ff ¨ffdWEÜ
BÊ- d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-02/2022-2023 dUôb°f
400 IZ 0½fe0 C´f ÀfÔÀ±ff³f ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ ´fS
À±ffd´f°f BUZÔM »ffg¦fS dÀfÀM¸f ¸fZÔ MÑf³ÀfR f¸fÊS AüS
»ffB³f ¶fZ ³f¹fZ dÀf¦³f»f IZ B³MÑû¦fiZVf³f EUÔ MZdÀMÔ¦f
ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø q 2000Ü
d³fdUQf Vfb»I ø .500.00+18% þeqEÀfqMeq
¸ffÂfÜ Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f
28-06-2022Ü Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, dUôb°f
400 IZ 0½fe0 C´f ÀfaÀ±ff³f £f¯O C0´fi0 ´ff½fS
MÑf³Àfd¸fVf³f I fS´fûSmVf³f d»f0 , Sf¿MÑdW°f ¸fZÔ
d¶fªf»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔ, ´fÂffÔI - 249 -
dU0400IZ 0½fe0C´f0ÀfÔ0J0 (¸fb0)Me0
dQ³ffÔI : 01/06/2022

CXq ´fiq ´ffUSX MÑfÔÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f
d»fd¸fMZOX, BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff,
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ W Z°fb I f¹fÊ / Af´fcd°fÊ W Z°fb
BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ (þeqEÀfqMeq)
¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f, ´fid°fdâ°f EUÔ A³fb·fUe
NZIZ QfSûÔ / R ¸fûÊÔ ÀfZ Afg³f»ffB³f BÊ-d³fdUQf
´fûM Ê»f UZ¶fÀffBÊM
‘‘http://etender.up.nic.in’’
´fS Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`Ü Cö BÊ-d³fdUQf
I û ÀUeI fS/ d³fSÀ°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f
¶f°ff¹fZ ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ A³¹f d³f¹f¸f / Vf°fZÊ
dU·ff¦f IZ R f¸fÊ E/¶fe IZ A³fbÀffS WûÔ¦fe
dþ³W ZÔ dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZÔ
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ QZJf
þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f IZ dUÀ°ffS
°f±ff Vfbdð ´fÂf ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f Àfc¨f³ff ¹fdQ
I ûBÊ Wû¦fe °fû IZ U»f UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Of»fe
þfE¦feÜ A°f: ÀU¹fÔ I û A´fOZM SJ³fZ IZ
d»fE C´fSûö UZ¶fÀffBM I û d³f¹fd¸f°f
QZJ°fZ SW³ff ¨ffdWEÜ A»´fI f»fe³f BÊ-
d³fdUQfEZÔ Jb»f³fZ I f dQ³ffÔI -
16.06.2022 1- A»´fI f»fe³f BÊ-
d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-24 / BÊqMeqÀfeqE¸fq /
2022 2023, dUôb°f 400 IZ 0Ue0
C´fIZ ³Qi J¯O-¸fbSfQf¶ffQ IZ A³°fÊ¦f°f
400 IZ qUeq C´fIZ ³Qi ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ ´fS
UÈÃffSû´f¯f I f I f¹fÊ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø q
500/- d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f
¸fc»¹f ø q 295/ 2- A»´fI f»fe³f BÊ-
d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-25 / BÊqMeqÀfeqE¸fq /

2022-2023, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-
dõ°fe¹f ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ IZ A³°fÊ¦fÊ°f dUd·f³³f
220 IZ qUeq EUÔ 132 IZ qUeq C´fIZ ³QiûÔ
´fS UÈÃffSû´f¯f I f I f¹fÊ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0
1000 /- d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe
ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø q 295/ 3 A»´fI f»fe³f
BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff- 26 / BÊqMeqÀfeqE¸fq
/ 2022-2023, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O-
Sf¸f´fbS IZ A³°fÊ¦f°f dUd·f³³f 765 IZ qUeq
220 IZ qUeq EUÔ 132 IZ qUeq C´fIZ ³QiûÔ
´fS UÈÃffSû´f¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf
ø 0 1000/- d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeEÀfMe
ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø q 295/ 4- A»´fI f»fe³f
BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-27 / BÊqMeqÀfeqE¸fq /
2022-2023, dUôb°f ´ffSZ¿f¯f J¯O-
Àf¸·f»f IZ A³°fÊ¦f°f dUd·f³³f 220 IZ qUeq
EUÔ 132 IZ qUeq C´fIZ ³QiûÔ ´fS UÈÃffSû´f¯f
I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø q, 1500/-
d³fdUQf ´fí fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0
590/ 5- A»´fI f»fe³f BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-
28 / BÊqMeqÀfeq E¸fq / 2022/2023
dUôb°f ´ffSZ¿f¯f J¯O ´fi±f¸f ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f dUd·f³³f 132 IZ q½feq C´fIZ ³QiûÔ
´fS UÈÃffSû´f¯f I f I f¹fÊ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø q,
1000/- d³fdUQf ´fí fÂf I f þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f
¸fc»¹f ø 0 295/, WXÀ°ff/-A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸f¯OX»f-
´fi±f¸f, ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQÜ SXf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fªf»fe
¶f¨ff¹fZÔ, ´fÂffÔIY- 1800 -
dU0´ff0¸f0¸f b0/d³fd½fQf/2022-23,
dQ³ffÔIY : 01/06/2022

Give 10%for critical
thinking in college
papers: NAAC panel
SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

AN EXPERT panel under the
National Assessment and
AccreditationCouncil(NAAC) has
proposed that college-level ex-
aminationpapersberedesigned
sothatat least10percentmarks
are givenbasedonevaluationof
“higher-order cognition”among
students to encourage develop-
mentof critical thinking.
Theproposalispartofawhite

paper,publishedonWednesday,
on revising the assessment and
accreditation process of higher
educational institutions in the
country. It is co-authoredby the
chairman of NAAC executive
committeeBhushanPatwardhan
and former Indian Institute of
ScienceEducationandResearch
professorKPMohanan.
According to the paper,

which has been reviewed and
endorsedbytheNAACAcademic
Advisory Committee and the
Executive Committee, the
weightage to such questions
maybescaledupinphasesto20
per cent and 40 per cent in the
futureif therolloutissuccessful.
The development of higher-

ordercognitionamongstudents
is a key National Education
Policy, 2020 proposal. “NAAC
recommends the plan of action

toimprovethequalityof thede-
sign of examination questions,
initially for the Bachelor’s pro-
gramsinafewsubjects,andsub-
sequently to be expanded to
cover all Bachelor’s programs,”
states thepaper.
The experts have defined

higher-orderliteracyastheabil-
itytoprocessandcommunicate
academic knowledge through
spokenandwrittenformsof lan-
guageandhigher-ordernumer-
acyas thethinkingthatgoesinto
making sense of numerically
coded information.
Patwardhan, who was ap-

pointedasthechairmanofNAAC
EC in February, told The Indian
Express, “Asmanyas80percent
ofstakeholdersoftheNAACsug-
gested the need for reforms.
NAACwas set up three decades
agoandsincethentheeducation
ecosystemhas changed signifi-
cantly. And accordingly assess-
ment and accreditation should
alsobechanged.”
Importantly, the committee

has advised against the provi-
sional accreditation system for
colleges(PAC)announcedearlier
this year by the NAAC and the
UniversityGrantsCommission.
The PAC allows newer insti-

tutions — those with one aca-
demicyearormore—toapplyfor
provisionalapprovalforaperiod
of twoyears. So far, colleges and

universitiesneededtobeatleast
sixyearsold inorder toapply.
“The PAC proposal implies a

lowering of standards so that a
greater number of colleges can
gain Provisional Accreditation.
Instead,itwouldbewiseronthe
partofNAACtohelpthecolleges
improvethequalityofeducation
theyprovide, suchthat theycan
be successful in meeting the
standards that NAAC accredita-
tioncalls for,” states thepaper.
In the paper, the NAAC has

proposed that theaccreditation
process should also involve
checking,throughanationaltest,
if students of a particular insti-
tution have achieved the re-
quiredlevelofgeneraleducation
and higher-order cognition. It
suggests that NAAC reduce its
dependenceonself-assessment
of institutions while grading
them,and focusmoreonevalu-
ating the learningoutcomes.
TheNAACpanelhasalsorec-

ommendedgradingsfornotjust
institutions as awhole, as is the
norm currently, but also for in-
dividualprogrammesofferedby
them.Forinstance,anhighered-
ucational institute focusing on
health sciencesmay be accred-
itedbasedonitsoverallperform-
ance, and in addition, specific
courses such as MBBS, MD,
MTechofferedbyitcanbesepa-
ratelygraded.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

THE NATIONAL Board of
Examinations in Medical
Sciences (NBE) announced the
results for NEET-PG 2022 on
Wednesday, just ten days after
the test was conducted. Over 2
lakhMBBSgraduates,whohave
completed their one-year
mandatory internship, appear
for the examination for around
42,000PGseats in thecountry.

TheNEET-PG2022wasinthe
newsasseveralMBBSgraduates
demanded that it bedelayedby
six to tenweeksas therewasno
gapbetweencounsellingforthe
previousbatchandexamination
for thecurrentone.
“NEET-PGresultisout!Icon-

gratulate all the students who
havequalifiedforNEET-PGwith
flying colours. I appreciate
@NBEMS_INDIA for their com-
mendable job of declaring the
results in record 10 days, much
ahead of the schedule,” said

UnionhealthministerMansukh
Mandaviya ina tweet.
The cut-off for general cate-

gory and EWS students for
NEET-PG 2022 stands at 275
marks out of 800. For persons
withdisabilities it is260andfor
SC/ST/ and OBC candidates it is
245, asperNBE.
TheNBEalso said that twoof

the questionswere found to be
technically wrong as they had
more thanone correct answers.
Forthesequestions,allcandidates
wouldbeawardedfullmarks.

Witness alleges attempt on life;
cops file FIR, seek forensic help

LAKHIMPURKHERIDEATHS

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,JUNE1

AKEYwitnessintheLakhimpur
Kherikillingcasehasallegedthat
therewas an attempt onhis life
on Tuesday eveningwhen two
unidentifiedmenopenedfireat
his car while hewas returning
homeinGolaareaof thedistrict.
Dilbag Singh, who is

Lakhimpur district president of
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Tikait),
escapedunhurt.He is akeywit-
ness in the October 3 killing of
five persons in which Union
Minister of State for HomeAjay
Mishra’s son, AshishMishra, is
theprimeaccused.
“After dropping my two

friends—JitendraandVipin—at
Badehadvillage,
I was returning homewhen

around9.30pm,twomencame
on a motorcycle from behind.
They opened fire atmy car and
oneofthetyresgotburst.Thecar
stoppedandtheassailantscame
closetothecarandtriedtoopen
the gate. When they failed to
open the door, they again fired
twoshots. They then ranaway,”
Singh toldThe IndianExpress.
Apolicegunnerdeployed for

Singh’s securitywasnot present
withhimat the timeof the inci-
dent.“Hehadgoneforsomework
and returned after 15minutes,”
Singhsaidaboutthegunner.
Based on Singh’s complaint,

police registered an FIR against

unidentifiedpersons forattempt
tomurder. No arrests havebeen
made so far. “Weare examining
all aspects of the case,” superin-
tendent of police (Lakhimpur
Kheri)SanjivSumansaid.
Policearealsotakingtechni-

cal help in their probe and col-
lectingCCTVfootageinthearea.
A forensic team from Lucknow
has been called for inspection
andballistic examination.
A police officer involved in

the probe said theywere ques-
tioning Singh’s two friends —
Jitendra and Vipin—whowere
with the BKU leader before the
allegedattack tookplace.
Meanwhile, police have

suspended the gunner as-
signed to Singh.

I&BMinisterAnuragThakur
after theCabinetmeetingon
Wednesday.PremNathPandey

Procurement by
cooperatives now
allowed via Govt
e-Marketplace

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

THE GOVERNMENT on
Wednesday announced to ex-
pand the mandate of
Government e-Marketplace
(GeM)byallowingprocurement
bycooperatives.
Atpresent,theregistrationof

cooperatives as buyerswas not
coveredwithintheexistingGeM
mandate.
“The move will help over

8.54 lakh registered coopera-
tives, like Amul and IFFCO, and
their27croremembers,as they
wouldgetproductsatcompeti-
tiverates fromtheportal.These
cooperatives will be benefited
fromthisdecision,” Information
and Broadcasting Minister
AnuragThakur told reporters.
Aspertheexistingmandate,

goods and services registered
ontheGeMportalarenotavail-
able for use by private sector
buyers,whilesuppliers (sellers)
canbefromacrossall segments
—government or private.
An official statement said

the validated list of coopera-
tives to be onboarded on GeM
—for thepilot aswell as subse-
quent scale-up basis — will be
decided by the Ministry of
Cooperation in consultation
with GeM special purpose ve-
hicle (SPV).
This will help in ensuring

that the technical capacity and
logistics requirements of the
GeM system are taken into ac-
countwhiledecidingthepaceof
onboarding of cooperatives as
buyersonGeM, it added.
The GeMwas launched on

August9,2016,bythecommerce
ministry to create an open and
transparent procurement plat-
formforgovernmentbuyers.

VijayBabuinKochion
Wednesday.ANI

Actor-producer
accused of rape
arrives in Kerala
from Dubai

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE1

MALAYALAM ACTOR-PRO-
DUCER Vijay Babu, who has
been booked in a rape case, re-
turned toKeralaonWednesday
fromDubai,adayaftertheKerala
HighCourtgrantedhiminterim
protection from arrest. After
reachingKochi, Babu turnedup
beforeKochicitypolice,whichis
probing into thecase.
Babu,whohasbeenaccused

of raping a woman actor, had
fledthecountryfearingarrestaf-
ter the Kochi city police regis-
teredacaseagainsthim.Hefaces
another case for revealing the
identity of thewoman actor on
socialmedia.
“I have faith in the judicial

system. I will prove my inno-
cence in court. I will cooperate
with theprobe. I thankall those
who stoodwithme during this
hourofcrisis,”Babutoldtheme-
dia at Cochin International
AirportonWednesdaymorning.
On Tuesday, while hearing

Babu’santicipatorybailplea,the
Kerala High Court had granted
himinterimprotectionfromar-
rest till June2.
Over the last month, the

Keralapolicehavebeenexerting
pressure on Babu to appear be-
fore them. Lastweek, the exter-
nalaffairsministryhadcancelled
hispassportat thebehestof the
Kerala Police, which had issued
anultimatumtotheactor.When
thepolicesaid theywould issue
ared-cornernoticeagainsthim,
Babuallegedlymovedtoacoun-
trythatdidnotshareanextradi-
tion treatywith India.
OnApril27,theKochicitypo-

licehadregisteredacaseagainst
Babu on charges of sexually as-
saultingawomanactor.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

THREEDAYSafterrestartingtwo
cross-border trains stopped
amid pandemic, India and
Bangladesh jointly flagged off a
new passenger train —Mitali
Express—onWednesday.
The new bi-weekly Mitali

Express will connect New
Jalpaiguri inNorth Bengalwith
Dhaka in Bangladesh through
Haldibari in India and then
ChilahatiinNorthernBangladesh.

The trainwill travel the 513 km
distanceinabout9-10hourstwice
aweekfromIndiaandback.
The Mitali Express, which

wasvirtuallyinauguratedbythe
primeministersofthetwocoun-
tries onMarch 27 last year, was
flagged off virtually by Railway
MinisterAshwiniVaishnawand
his Bangladeshi counterpart
MohammadNurul Islam Sujan
fromNewDelhi.“MitaliExpress
will beyet anothermilestone in
strengthening the bond be-
tween the two neighbouring
countries,”Vaishnawsaid.

TheMitaliExpresswilldepart
fromNewJalpaiguri at11.45am
on Sunday andWednesday, ar-
rivingat theDhakaCantonment
stationat10.30pmonthe same
days.FromDhakaCantonmentit
will depart on return journey at
9.50 pm on Monday and
Thursday and arrive in New
Jalpaiguri at 7.15amonTuesday
and Friday. Therewill be three
classes--ACFirst(Cabin)Sleeper,
ACFirst(Cabin)seatandACChair
car, and the farewill be$44, $33
and $22 respectively, the
Railwaysministrysaid.

Special court allows
Waze to become
approver in CBI’s
corruption case
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE1

DISMISSEDMUMBAIPoliceof-
ficer SachinWaze’s plea to be-
come an approver in a corrup-
tion case registered by the CBI
was allowed by a special court
onWednesday.
Waze will no longer be an

accused in the case andwill be
considered a prosecution wit-
ness for the CBI, whose testi-
mony can be used against his
co-accused, including former
Maharashtra home minister
Anil Deshmukh.
“Your application for grant

of pardon (is) awarded to you
but subject to certain condi-
tions,” Special Judge D P
Shingade toldWaze, who was
produced before the court
via videoconferencing from
Taloja jail where he is lodged
since his arrest last March in
connectionwiththeAntilia ter-
ror scare case.
The court read out toWaze

the conditions of grant of par-
don, including that he shall
make full andtruedisclosureof
the circumstances related to
the alleged offence, disclose
factshehas submittedbeforea
magistrate in a statement un-
derSection164of theCriminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) and
truthfullyanswerquestionsput
to him by the special public
prosecutor at the time of his
deposition.
Waze told the court that he

accepts the conditions.
TheCBIhad lastweekgiven

its nod to Waze’s plea — filed
through his lawyer Rounak
Naik—underSection306of the
CrPC for grant of pardon.
On Wednesday, lawyer

Prashant Pawar, representing
the other accused in the case,
sought to be heard onWaze's
pardon plea but the court said
that there isnoprovision in law
for the other accused to be

heard on such a plea.
Theordercomesadayprior

to CBI’s deadline to file its
chargesheet in the corruption
case.Waze,Deshmukhandtwo
of the formerminister's staffers
were arrested in April on alle-
gations that bribeswere taken
by Waze from restaurant and
barownersonDeshmukh's in-
structions. They also face an-
other probe by the ED on al-
legedmoney launderingof this
bribe amount.
Waze had made a similar

request before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
which has filed amoney laun-
dering case against him,
Deshmukh and others. In
February,hehadwritten to the
ED’s assistant director and in-
vestigating officer, seeking to
make a voluntary disclosure
and that he be considered for
pardon. No steps have been
taken so far by the ED regard-
ing the letter.
Waze continues to face

charges as accused in the ED
case as well as a case filed by
theNIA,whichhasalleged that
heplantedexplosives inavehi-
cle and parked it near Antilia,
theMumbai residence of busi-
nessman Mukesh Ambani, in
February. Waze also faces
charges of murder in the case
for allegedly conspiring to kill
ThaneresidentMansukhHiran,
whowas linked to the vehicle.

RailwaysMinisterAshwiniVaishnawandhisBangladeshcounterpartMohammadNurul
IslamSujanflagoff theMitaliExpressviavideoconferencing, inNewDelhionWednesday.PTI

India, Bangladesh flag off new
cross-border passenger train

SachinWazewillnolonger
beanaccusedinthecaseand
willbeconsidereda
prosecutionwitnessforCBI

NEET-PG 2022 results declared

New Delhi



SANTANUCHOWDHURY&
KHUSHISINGH
KOLKATA,JUNE1

AFTERPOST-MORTEMexamina-
tionwasconductedonsingerKKat
thestate-runSSKMHospital, the
preliminary autopsy report has
ruledoutfoulplayinthedeath,po-
lice sources saidonWednesday.
“Theexactcauseofdeathwillbeas-
certainedafter receiving theau-
topsyreport,”anofficersaid.
Thepreliminaryfindingsofthe

report alsomentioned that the
well-known Bollywood singer
KrishnakumarKunnath,popularly
knownasKK,whodiedhoursafter
a liveconcerthereonTuesday, in-
dicatedthathediedduetocardiac
arrest,aseniorpoliceofficersaidon
Wednesday.KKwasdeclareddead

onarrivalbydoctorsatahospital.
“The initial report suggested

thatthesingerdiedbecauseofmy-
ocardial infarction.Therewasno
foulplaybehindhisdeath.Clinical
examinationalso found that the
singerwashavingprolongedcar-
diacissues,”theofficersaid,adding,

thefinalreportwouldbeavailable
after72hours.
Laterintheday,KK'smortalre-

mains were taken to Rabindra
Sadanwherethelatesingerwasac-
cordedagunsaluteinthepresence
ofhisfamily,CMMamataBanerjee
andherCabinetministers.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JUNE1

THE PUNJAB Police on
Wednesday said itwill question
jailedgangsterLawrenceBishnoi
after bringinghim to the state in
connectionwith themurder of
singer-turned-politician Sidhu
Moosewala.
According to the police,

Bishnoi's gangwas behind the
killing. At present, Bishnoi is in
custody of the Delhi Police's
Special Cell in a case under the
ArmsAct and other sections re-
latedtoassaultonapublicservant.
Earlier on Tuesday, Bishnoi

had filed a plea before theDelhi
HighCourt, claiming apprehen-
sion of a fake encounter by the
Punjab Police. OnWednesday,
however, hewithdrew theplea.
His counsel submitted before
Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma
that hewished towithdraw the

petition andwanted to file it be-
forethePunjabandHaryanaHC.
Meanwhile,toexpeditethein-

vestigation, the office of Punjab
DGP Viresh Kumar Bhawra on
Wednesday reconstituted a six-
member Special Investigation
Team(SIT)toprobeMoosewala's
murder case. The SITwould be
headedbyPunjabArmedPolice
InspectorGeneralJaskaranSingh
as chairperson andwouldwork
under the overall supervision of
Additional Director General of
Police (ADGP) Anti-Gangsters
TaskForce(AGTF)PromodBan.

An official of Punjab AGTF
chief said that an inmate each
fromFerozepurandBathindajails
werebroughtonproductionwar-
rant byMansapolice in connec-
tionwiththemurder.Theofficial
saidthatManpreetSinghManna,
who is alleged tohavekilled an-
other gangster Kulbeer Singh
Naruana and his accomplice
Chamkaur Singh last year, was
brought on production from
Ferozepur Jail andanothergang-
sterSirajMintuwhowasallegedly
involved in the killing of a right
wing activist in Amritsar was
brought onproductionwarrant
fromBathindajail.
SSP Toora said theyhave got

important leads and arework-
ingonit.OnwhetherMansapo-
lice will bring Bishnoi on re-
mand, the SSP said, “Definitely.
We have information that the
Delhi Police has taken the re-
mand of Bishnoi. After that we
willmakehimjoin theprobe.”
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RUPSACHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, JUNE1

FORTHEfirsttimesinceFebruary,
Maharashtrarecordedover1,000
daily Covid-19 cases on
Wednesday. Of the 1,081 infec-
tions reported across the state,
Mumbai alone recorded 68 per
centof thecasesafter739people
testedpositive,including10inthe
Dharavislums.
OnTuesday,Maharashtrahad

reported711caseswithMumbai
alone recording 506 infections.
Wednesday's figures pushedup
activeCovid-19 cases to4,032 in
thestate.Ofthem,2,970arefrom
Mumbai.
Brihanmumbai Municipal

Corporation(BMC)commissioner
IqbalSinghChahalonWednesday
askedcivicofficialstostepupvigil,
conducttestsonawar-footingand
keepthestaffof jumbofieldhos-
pitalsonalert.
Therehas beennearly three-

fold rise in active cases in
Maharashtra in the last one
month.Healthofficialsanticipate
that the spike in casesmay con-
tinue for the next one or two
weeks, especially in cities like
Mumbai,PuneandThane,dueto
higher mobility for economic
compulsions.

Officialsattributedseveralrea-
sonsbehind the sudden spike in
thelastoneweek.SpeakingtoThe
Indian Express, Additional Chief
Secretary Dr PradeepVyas said
that people are intermingling
more and violating Covid-19
guidelines.
“LaxityinfollowingCovid-ap-

propriatebehaviourisacontribut-
ing reason. Also, it has been ob-
servedthatpeoplearetakingfever
andcoughsymptomslightlyand
are not getting tested... Further,
variants BA4 and BA5 (of
Omicron) areprobably causinga
riseincases,”headded.
InApril,thestategovernment

hadremovedallCovid-19restric-
tions in the state. It has beenob-
served thatmost of thepatients
whohaverecentlybeenadmitted
tohospitalsareabove60yearsof
age and suffer fromat least two
comorbidities.
TillMay31, 16,36,320people

above the age of 60 years have
taken the third vaccine against
Covid-19inMaharashtra.
DrPradipAwate,thestatesur-

veillanceofficer,saidthatmanyof
the elderly peoplehaven’t taken
the booster dose, whichmight
haveweakenedtheirimmunity.
Takingnoteofthegradualrise

of cases inMumbai, Chahal ad-
visedmoretestsandsurveillance.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

THEHARGharDastakcampaign
2.0commencedacrossthecoun-
try on Wednesday to ensure
completeCovid-19vaccinationof
alleligiblebeneficiaries,withspe-
cial focusoninoculationof those
in the 12-14 age group andpre-
cautiondose for those above60.
The two-month long door-to-
doorcampaignwillrunbetween
June1andJuly31.
ThefirstHarGharDastakcam-

paign was conducted in
November last year. So far, 193.6
crore doses have been adminis-
tered across the country. Nearly
96.3%of those above15years of
agehavereceivedatleastonedose
and86.3%havegotboththedoses
of the vaccine. The states have
beenasked to comeupwithmi-
cro-planstowidenthecoverage.
Vaccination has also been

slowamongchildrenbetween12
and14forwhomtheBiologicalE’s
CorbevaxwasclearedinMarch.
An official from Delhi said,

“Initially, therewas somehesita-
tion among parents because it
was a newvaccine. By the time
they became comfortable, the
schoolshadre-openedandvacci-
nation centres on the premises
had tobe closed...Therewas also
the problem of timing.
Schoolchildren got free at 1 or 2
pm,which is theclosing time for
dispensaries...Allthesefactorsled
toslowervaccinationamongthe
12to14yearsold.”

SUANSHUKHURANA
NEWDELHI,JUNE1

Humraheyana rahekal, kal yaad
aayengeyepal...
In1999,whenthisgentleditty,

composedbyLesleLewis,hit the
musicchannelsandmusicstores,
it seemed impossible to box the
voice intoastrict category. Itwas
not a typical playback-singing
voice tailor-made for the hero.
This onehad the singer peeking
inside the composition and ex-
pressingitforthelisteners.
AdebutalbumbyDelhi-based

singernamedKK,thispiece,inan
albumnamed'Pal',wassunggen-
tly, in tune, butwithout the frills
andflouncesofatrainedvocalist.
One heard 'Pyar ke pal', har-
moniseditwithlife,andletitstay
there for every farewell that fol-
lowed—of friends, family, unre-
quited love, and sometimes of

one'sfavouriteartiste.
'Pal'alsocamewitheightother

songs but 'Pyar ke pal', 'Yaaron
dosti'and'Aapkidua'provedKK's
brilliance—notjustmusically,but
theirinnocenceandevocativena-
turehadagenerationgrowingup
inthe1990shumminggently.
Thesesongs,andsomanyoth-

ers in multiple languages, by
singer Krishnakumar Kunnath,
betterknownasKK,whodiedofa
cardiac arrest in Kolkata on
Tuesday night, often stopped
time.Hisdeath, at53, afteracol-
lege concert, hadhimathisbest.
Andhe sang 'Pyar kepal' for one
lasttime—itwaslikelifecoming
fullcircle.
He is survivedbywife Jyothy

andtwochildren.
KKgrewupinaMalayalifam-

ilyinDelhi;bothhisparentswere
fondofmusic. His grandmother
taughtmusic andKK,who stud-
ied inDelhi's Kirorimal College

andwaspartofthecollegemusic
society, grew up listening to a
wide array of songs —
MohammadRafi,KishoreKumar,
songs by R D Burman, besides
thosebyBillyJoelandSting.
Hedidn'tenjoymusiclessons

asachildandnevertrainedinany
form.Hewanted to studymedi-

cine.Akeenearandpowertore-
member exactlywhat he heard
helped KK chart a path in the
worldofadvertisingfirst.Beitthe
DeshkidhadkanjingleforforHero
Honda, or those forNerolac and
Colgate, his versatile yet unique
voice adjusted in thesemoulds.
Music composer Pritam
Chakrabortysaid:“Bothofusbe-
ganwithad jingles.... KKwas the
firstsinger Isignedup.Afterthat,
therehadbeennofilmwherehe
didn'tsingforme...”
Whilehisfirstfilmbreakcame

withanARRahmansonginafilm
titledDuniyaDilwalonKi in1996,
whatmadeKKahouseholdname
wasTadaptadapkeinSanjayLeela
Bhansali's Hum Dil De Chuke
Sanam(1999).WhileKKclimbed
scalestolifthisvoice,hefollowed
itwiththefun-filledKoikahe,ke-
htarahewithShaaninDilChahta
Hai (2001), the evocative
Awarapan in Jism (2003),andthe

soulfulTuaashiquihaiinJhankaar
Beats (2003). So interestingwas
his voice that it could sing the
street-style 'Tunemaari entry...'
withasmuchaplombasthepro-
found 'Tu hi meri shab hai' in
'Gangster:ALoveStory'.
Aprivatepersonwhomostly

stayed away from advertising
himself, as is thenorminfilmin-
dustry,hemostlystayedoutofthe
public eye and controversies.
Instead, his songs spoke forhim,
andtheyweremostlypacedout.
Onstage,hewasalivewire—

eveninKolkataonTuesdaynight,
he belted out a long list of his
pieces.
For people who listened to

him, as deeply as he sang, KK's
voicewillremainetchedasasalve
forthesoul.
ThatwasKK, overwhelming

andyetnever,everoverpowering.
WITHINPUTSFROM

RINKUGHOSH

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

AMID THE spate of civilian
killings in the Kashmir Valley,
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
has called a high-levelmeeting
on June3 to review the security
situation in theUnion Territory.
Apartfromtopsecurityofficials,
J&KLGManojSinhawillalsoat-
tendthemeeting.
Onlytwoweeksago,Shahhad

held a meeting to review the
arrangementsforAmarnathYatra

andtheoverall securitysituation
inJammuandKashmir.Thisyear,
KashmirValleyhaswitnessedat
least 16 targetedkillings, includ-
ingofpoliceofficials,teachersand
sarpanches.
The episodes of targeted

killings spiked after February

2021,whenthesonofthepropri-
etorofKrishnaDhabainSrinagar
was shot at insidehis restaurant.
Hesuccumbedtothegunshotin-
juriesatahospitaltwodayslater.
OnOctober 5, 2021, promi-

nent chemistM L Bindroowas
shotdeadinhisshop,followedby
killings of school principal
Supinder Kour and teacher
DeepakChandinSangam.
Lastyear,182militantsandat

least35civilianswerekilledinthe
Valley. In at least three cases,
labourers fromoutside J&Kwere
shotatandinjured.

The most recent civilian
killingswere thoseof aKashmiri
Pandit government employee in
Budgam, a female TV artiste in
Budgam, and awoman school
teacher in Kulgam. The killings
havebeenattributedby the J&K
Policeto“hybridterrorists”who
are essentially overground
workers of Pakistan-based ter-
rorgroupsandusesmallarmsto
target defenceless civilians.
Security forces have been grap-
plingwith the challenge of this
newphenomenon in theValley
as identifying themisdifficult.

ARUNSHARMA
SAMBA,SRINAGAR, JUNE1

A DAY after militants gunned
downaschoolteacherinKashmir,
peopleinJammu’sSambadistrict
blocked the Pathankot-Jammu
national highway, demanding
thatemployeesfromthedivision
bemovedoutof theValley.
Residentsandschoolteachers

whocamefromtheValleyraised
slogansagainsttheBJPandUnion
Territoryadministrationamidthe
hour-long blockade in a district
consideredabastionof theparty.
“Thisisabigfailureofthegov-

ernmentinprotectingminorities
inKashmir,”saidoneteacher.
Theprotesters later lifted the

dharnatojointhefuneralproces-
sion for the teacher, Rajni Bala,
whowas shot dead on Tuesday
morningatherschool inKulgam
district.ShehailedfromSamba.
Theprotesters said that peo-

ple from Jammuwhohavebeen
postedinKashmir—aspartofan
inter-district appointment
scheme under the Scheduled
Caste quota—will not return to
theValleyuntilthegovernmentis
abletoensuretheirsafety.
TheUnionTerritory’s admin-

istrationisalreadyfacingpressure
fromKashmiriPanditemployees
workinginKashmirovertheissue
of their security, especially after
militants killed revenuedepart-
mentemployeeRahulBhatinside

ChadooratehsilofficeinBudgam
district lastmonth. Anumber of
themhavealreadyputinleaveap-
plications.
BJP leaders including J&K

state chief Ravinder Raina, Lok
Sabha member Poonch con-
stituency JugalKishoreSharma
and former minister Chander
Parkash Ganga were greeted
with angry slogans as they vis-
itedthehouseofRajniBala’s in-
laws.
“For how longwewill con-

tinue to get killed there
(Kashmir),’, asked another, de-
manding that employees from
Jammu be shifted out of the
Valley. A similar demand was
made before JammuDivisional
Commissioner Ramesh Kumar
andAdditionalDirectorGeneral

ofPoliceMukeshSinghwhoalso
visitedthefamily.

Curbs inparts of
Srinagar amidprotests

The J&K Police onWednesday
barricaded the roads around
IndiraNagarandSonawarareasof
Srinangaras theKashmiriPandit
employeesprotestingagainsttar-
getedkillingsbymilitantswarned
the administrationof “massmi-
gration”.
TheUTadministrationsetup

a“dedicatedcell”toredressem-
ployees'grievances,officialssaid.
The cell, officials said,would be
headed by Additional Secretary
(Administration).

WITHINPUTSFROM
ENSSRINAGAR

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JUNE1

THEPEOPLESDemocratic Party
(PDP)has accusedBJP, its former
ally,of “weaponisingthepain"of
KashmiriPandits.
Referringtothekillingof rev-

enue department official Rahul
BhatincentralKashmir’sBudgam
district lastmonth and subse-
quent protests it triggered, PDP
said in an article in itsmonthly
newsletter, 'Speak Up', on
Tuesday:“...althoughtheyloveto
weaponise thepain of Kashmiri
Panditswhen it comes to BJP’s
ownagenda,KashmiriPanditsget
teargassed by the police for
protesting the killing of Rahul
Bhat. Our party president,
MehboobaMufti,wasputunder
house arrestwhen she tried to
visitthePandits...Fringeelements
have replaced themainstream
thathasbeencriminalised for its
beliefintheConstitution.”Thear-
ticle— 'TheSaffronTrojanHorse'
—callednationalismespousedby
BJP as a “TrojanHorse” and said
thatKashmiriswill“notembrace
whatthey(BJP)forceuponus”.
Respondingtotheallegations,

BJP’s Kashmirmedia in-charge
Manzoor Ahmad Bhat said,
“When ingovernment,BJP isna-
tionalist for themandwhenout
of power we are not good for
them...”

ED attaches PFI
bank accounts
in PMLA case

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

KARNATAKACONGRESSleaderD
KShivakumar"generatedahuge
amount of illegal cash" andcon-
spiredwithhisassociatestohide
thetaintedcash,theEDhastolda
specialCBIcourt.
SpecialJudgeVikasDhulltook

cognizanceoftheEDchargesheet
filed against five accused under
Section3ofPMLA,notingthat“all
accused persons knowingly as-
sistedpursuant to criminal con-

spiracyintheconcealmentofpro-
ceedsofcrime"byprojectingitas
their lawfulbusinessincome.
In its chargesheet, EDhas al-

legedthatShivakumar,whoheld
therankofaCabinetminister,had
“generatedahugeamountofille-
gal andunaccounted cash". The
agencyclaimedthattheCongress
leaderenteredintoacriminalcon-
spiracywithother co-accused to
"hide the taintedcashandevade
payment of tax and the said
taintedcashwastransportedfrom
BangaloretoDelhi."
The IncomeTaxDepartment

had conducted a search and
seizure operation on August 2,
2017 at a house owned by
Shivakumar and his associates
and claimed to have recovered
morethanRs8.5crore.
Since a case under Section

120-B (Punishment of criminal
conspiracy)was a scheduledof-
fence,EDeventuallyregisteredan
ECIR,whichisakintoapoliceFIR,
inthiscase.
The ED had arrested

Shivakumar on September 3,
2019,inthecase.DelhiHighCourt
grantedhimbailinOctober2019.

MOOSEWALAMURDER

Shah calls meet to review security situation
Union
Home
Minister
AmitShah

Covid cases cross
1,000 mark in
Maharashtra first
time since Feb

Har Ghar Dastak
2.0 begins to
propel Covid-19
vaccination

As teacher is cremated, UT
admin faces protests, anger

Familymembersat the funeralof school teacherRajniBala,
inSambaonWednesday.ANI

KRISHNAKUMAR
KUNNATH

1968-2021Agun-salute forKKinKolkataonWednesday.ParthaPaul

Off controversies, KK let his songs speak for him

BJP loves to
weaponise pain
of Kashmiri
Pandits: PDP

LawrenceBishnoiand
SidhuMoosewala

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

THE ED has provisionally at-
tachedaroundRs68.6lakhlying
in different bank accounts be-
longingtoPopularFrontof India
(PFI), in connection with a
money laundering case. The at-
tached assets include 23 bank
accounts of PFI having a collec-
tive balance of over Rs 59 lakh,
and10of itsfrontalorganisation
Rehab India Foundation (RIF)
withabalanceof Rs9.5 lakh.
“Investigation revealed that

more thanRs 60 crorewerede-
positedtotheaccountsofPFI, in-
cludingmorethanRs30crorein
cash since 2009. Similarly,
around Rs 58 crore were de-
posited in the accounts of RIF
since 2010,” the ED said in a
statement. The PFI on
Wednesday said it is reviewing
thedevelopmentandwillissuea
statement tomorrow
(Thursday).

BIHAR

Brothersof
ex-BJPMLA
killedinPatna
Patna: In suspected re-
venge killing, two broth-
ers of former BJP MLA
from Arwal, Chitranjan
Singh. were killed on
Tuesday.Patnapolicesus-
pected involvement of
erstwhile Pandav Sena
members are prime sus-
pect in the murder.
Police said the incident
took place when
Shambhu Sharan (32),
and Gautam Singh (28)
were returning home.
Somemotorcycle-bound
assailants overtook and
shot them from close
range.PatnaSSPManavjit
Singh Dhillon said, “An
FIR has been lodged
against seven people,
who belong to rival gang
of Nima village led by
SanjaySingh”. ENS

MAHARASHTRA

EOWbooks
BJP’sKamboj
forbankfraud
Mumbai: The Economic
OffencesWing (EOW) of
the Mumbai Police has
registered a case of fraud
against BJP leaderMohit
Kamboj and two others
following a complaint by
the manager of Indian
OverseasBank.Policesaid
Kamboj, NissidhVenture
Pvt Ltd,where Kamboj is
the managing director,
Siddhant Bagla, Jitendra
Kapoor, public servants,
bank officials and others
caused a loss of Rs 52.89
crore to the Indian
OverseasBank. ENS

ANDHRAPRADESH

BJPnational
executivemeet
onJuly2-3
NewDelhi:TheBJPisset to
hold itsnationalexecutive
fortwodaysstartingJuly2
inHyderabad, sources in
the party said on
Wednesday.Itisthekeyde-
cision-makingbodyof the
BJP,whichcompriseslead-
ersfromacrossthecountry.
All top leaders, including
PMNarendraModi,Home
MinisterAmitShahandBJP
presidentJPNaddawillat-
tendthemeeting. PTI

MAHARASHTRA

FatherStan
Swamytobe
honoured
Pune:FatherStanSwamy,a
Jesuit priest and tribal
rights activist from
Jharkhand, whowas ar-
restedinBhimaKoregaon
caseanddiedinJuly2021,
willgeta“special,posthu-
mous homage” at the
Martin Ennals Award in
Geneva on June 2. The
award is regarded as the
Nobel Prize for human
rightsdefenders.Thewin-
nersincludeDaoudaDiallo
fromBurkina Faso, Pham
DoanTrangfromVietnam
and Abdul-Hadi Al-
KhawajaofBahrain. ENS

BRIEFLY

Amritsar:SidhuMoosewalaknew
thathewasbeing followedbyat
leasttwocars—andhadprobably
sensedsomesortofdanger—but
wasnotsuretillendwhetherfans
orpotentialassailantswereinthe
vehiclestailinghim,thetwoother
occupantsinhiscar,whowerein-
jured in the attack, have toldpo-
lice,sourcessaidonWednesday.
According to a source, the

singer's family had earlier been
alertedbysecurityagenciesabout
possible threat to him.He kept a
loadedweaponwithhimandwas
alertwhenhethoughthewasbe-
ing followed, the source said.On
Sunday, the source said, he re-
alisedhehadonlythreebullets—
healsodidnotexpecttherewould
besixattackers,carryingsophisti-
catedweapons."Moosewalafired
inreturnbutinvain." ENS

‘Singer may have
sensed danger’

PunjabPolice toquestion jailed
gangsterBishnoi, SIT reconstituted

Shivakumar tried to hide illegal cash: ED

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, JUNE1

THECHHATTISGARHCongress’s
Surguja district unit has joined
local residents against its own
party’s government over the
felling of trees in the Hasdeo
Aranya forest for mining proj-
ects.
An extension of Parsa East

Kente Basan (PEKB) coal block
and an adjacent coal block in
Parsa are to be mined for the
RajasthangovernmentbyAdani
EnterprisesLtd.
The state forest department

started felling trees in the forest
on Tuesday. Although the exer-
cise had to stop due to protests
by tribal people — they have
been holding a vigil in the area
for weeks now — nearly 100
trees were cut. The tribal resi-
dents of Hasdeo Aranya have

beenprotestingagainstthemin-
ing projects for months. In
Octoberlastyear,morethan300
peoplemarched from their vil-
lages to Raipur, demanding ac-
tion.
Despitetheprotests,boththe

Centre and state government
have cleared the way for the
minesallocated in the region.
OnWednesday,membersof

the district Congress unit in
Sarguja joined the tribal people
andpromisedtonotlettheforest
bedestroyed.
Congress leader and

ChhattisgarhAushadhiyaPadap
Board chairperson Balkrishna
Pathak, who joined the protest,
said: “RahulGandhi’swordsare
like a Lakshman Rekha for us.
We shall not let any tree get cut
againstthewishesofthetribals.”
Gandhihassaidhesupportsthe
protests inHasdeoand iswork-
ingonasolutionwithinhisparty.

Chhattisgarh: Cong
dist unit joins tribals
against mining project

Singer KK’s death: Preliminary
autopsy rules out foul play

New Delhi
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HARYANA REAL ESTATE REGULATORY AUTHORITY, PANCHKULA
MINI SECRETARIAT, NEW OFFICE BLOCK, 2ND FLOOR,

SECTOR-1, PANCHKULA

PUBLIC NOTICE

COMPLAINT NO. 694 OF 2021

SANGHAMITRA SARKAR (COMPLAINANTS)
VERSUS

HERITAGE COTTAGES PVT. LTD. (RESPONDENT)
Notice to the respondent namely, Heritage Cottages

Pvt. Ltd. having Registered Office at G-3 SFS Flats,
Saket, New Delhi-110017.

Whereas the above mentioned complainant has
instituted the above titled complaint against you. Notice
& copy of the complaints had been sent to you which
could not be successfully delivered. You are, hereby,
given a notice to appear before the Haryana Real
Estate Regulatory Authority, Panchkula, in person or by
a duly authorized person on 28.06.2022 at 11.00 A.M.
to answer the same, failing which the complaint will be
disposed of ex-parte; for details, log on to
https://haryanarera.gov.in.

Administrative Officer (Petitions)
For HRERA, Panchkula10072/HRY

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PPRROOPPEERRTTYYFFOORR SSAALLEE

IItt is for general information that
I,NaveenKumarGola,S/o-Babu
Ramresidingat 209/1
G.F.,Gali.No.10,Bholanath
Nagar,Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,declare that nameof
mineandmy father hasbeen
wrongly-writtenasNeevan
andBabuLal inmy
DL.No.P07062002246285.The
actual-nameofmineandmy
father areNaveenKumarGola
andBabuRam,respectively
whichmaybeamended
accordingly.

0040616939-10

IItt is for general information that
I,MonikaBansal,D/o-Bhushan
Lal,W/o-MadanLal
Bansal,residingat,460/B-
2,Mahavir Block,Bholanath
Nagar,Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,declare that nameof
minehasbeenwrongly-written
asPremlata inmyBirth
Certificate PremLataGupta in
myEducational-Documents
Monikaalias Premlata in S.A/c
TheVaishCooperativeBank
Daryaganj-N.Delhi.Theactual-
nameofmine isMonika
Bansal,whichmaybeamended
accordingly

0040616939-9

IItt is for general Information
I,MohammedUsman,S/o-Late
Shri.MohammedShamimR/o-
Qrt.No-861,3rd Floor,Sector-
5,PushpVihar,MB.Road,New
Delhi-110017,inform that in
my,govt. servicebookand
othersOfficial documents the
namespellingofmineand
my,father’s hasbeenwrongly-
writtenasMOHD.USMAN,S/o
MOHD.SHAMIM.Theactual
namespellingofmine
&father’s isMOHAMMED
USMANS/o-MOHAMMED
SHAMIM.

0040616932-5

II,,kkhhaazzaann singhGautam
S/o.Chunni lal, Address.FF-3
plot.no.476 sec-13,vasundhra
Ghaziabad-201012,have
changedmyname tokhazan
singh.

0040616939-4

II,,YYaattiinnAhuja S/oAnil AhujaR/o
789/27Gandhi-Nagar
Phatak,Haryana-124001
changedmyname toYatin.

0040616939-2

II,,YYaattiinnAhuja S/oAnil AhujaR/o
789/27Gandhi-Nagar
Phatak,Haryana-124001
changedmyname toYatin.

0040616939-2

II,,VViijjaayyKumarYadav,S/o-
RamsubhagYadav,R/o-
Mohalla-Quazipur, Near,ARV-
Inter-College,Maghar,Sant
Kabir Nagar,UP-272173,have
changed,myname,fromVijay
KumarRamsubhagYadav,
YadavVijayKumar,toVijay
KumarYadav,for all future,
purposes.

0040616941-10

II,,VVIIJJAAYYKUMARBHUTIANI S/o.
SHANTI SAWROOP R/o. Flat
No.836,MilanoTower,
MahagunModerne, Sector 78,
Noida, GautamBudhNagar-
201304Uttar Pradesh,have
changedmyname to VIJAY
KUMARBHUTANI.

0040616935-10

II,,TTaahhiirraaW/o-MohammadAakil
Khan,H.No.C-II-35,Raju Park
Near-Sainik Farm
Khanpur,NewDelhi-
110062,have changedmyName
toTahiraKhan,for all Purposes.

0040616932-3

II,,SSwweettaaNegi D/oDineshNegi
R/oP-10, LIC JivanSarita-
Colony,Dilshad-Garden,
Shahdara,Delhi-110095,have
changedmyname toShweta
Negi. 0040616941-6

II,,SSuurriinnddeerr Singh,S/O
GURCHARAN
SINGH,R/O.H.no.25,Sector-
37,AshokaEnclave-
1,Faridabad,Haryana-121003.
HaveChangedMyNameTo
Surender Singh ForAll Future
Purposes. 0040616941-2

II,,SSuunniill Shukla S/oUdayBhan
ShuklaR/o 515,Pocket-
1,PAschimPuri,Delhi-63,have
informThat nameof,myWife
hasbeenwrongly-writtenas
kalpana in the School-record
andbirth-certificate of,my
minor sonRaj Shukla aged 16
years.Theactual name,of
my,wife is Shivrani.

0040616932-6

II,,SSuunniillWadhwaS/O,Inder Jeet
WadhwaR/O, 10/63,West-
Punjabi Bagh,Delhi-
110026,have changedmyname
toSunil KumarWadhwa.

0040616932-2

II,,SShhiivvyyaa,,DD//OO--SShhrrii Sahdev
Dahiya,R/O-96,Akash
Kunj,Sector-9,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changedmyname
toShivyaDahiya.

0040616935-6

II,,SShhiivvaannii W/O-Somya
Kant,R/O.flat.no 801,Tower-
B2,PWO-Apartment,Sector-
43,Gurugram,Haryana-
122009,informs that Shiva
Mittal ismynamebefore
marriage&nowmyname is
Shivani andbothare same
person. 0040616942-1

II,,SShhiillppaaAgarwal,D/o
Ghanshyam,R/o 170, 2nd-Floor,
Near-YashroopHospital,
Sector-9,Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122001,have changedmyname
toShilpaAggarwal.

0040616939-6

II,,SShhaakkiill Hussain
S/O.MohammadMuzdeen
R/O.C-72,TCcamp,Raghubir
Nagar,Tagoregarden,New
Delhi-110027,have changedmy
name toMohammadShakil,for
all purposes.

0040616935-8

II,,SSaannjjaayyArora,S/o-Chuni Lal
Arora,R/o.A-26,Axis-
Bank,Geeta-Colony,Krishna
Nagar-Extension,Delhi-
110051,declare that Sanjay
AroraandSanjeevAroraare
namesof oneand the same
person. 0040616941-5

II,,RRiittuuGirdhar/RituDhall,W/o-
Sohit Kanwar residing-K-1/9,
3rd Floor,Chittaranjan
Park,Delhi,have changedmy
name toRituKanwar,for all
purposes.

0040616941-9

II,,RRaajjnneeeesshhKumar,S/oSawran
Singh,R/o-RZ-31B/230, Gali
no.2, J-block,Dayal Park,West
Sagarpur,NewDelhi-
110046,herebydeclare,that
I,have changedmyname,from
RajneeshKumarRana,to
RajneeshKumar.

0040616941-8

II,,RRaajjaaiissaaW/O.Mohammad
Shakil,R/O.C-72,TC camp,
Raghubir Nagar,Tagoregarden,
NewDelhi-110027,have
changedmyname to
Rajaysha,for all,purposes.

0040616935-7

II,,PPRRIITTII HAYNESD/o LATEYUDHA
PRATAP JUNGBAHADUR
RANA,R/o 1222,KINGSLEYCIR
NE, DEKALBATLANTA,GA30324-
3224U.S.A. state thatmyname
mentioned in Shri RamFibres
Limited (SRF Ltd.) shares&
debentures asPRITI RANA
under FolioNo. SF 39553 ismy
maidenname,whilemy true
andcorrect name is PRITI
HAYNES. 0040616936-6

II,,NNiimmaaDeviW/o,No.JC539563Y
HONY/Capt. DALIP SinghBisht
R/o,E-39,E-Block,Vishwash
Park, UttamNagar,Delhi-
59,have changedmy, name to
NeemaBisht videaffidavit
dt.01.06.2022,beforeDelhi

0040616939-3

II,,NNeehhaaBachher/NehaKaur
BachcherD/O,Anil
Bhatia,R/O,H.No.B2/239, Block-
B2,2nd-Floor Paschim-
Vihar,Delhi-110063,have
changedmyname toNeha
Bhatia.

0040616932-1

II,,MMOOHHAAMMMMEEDDNADEEMS/o
MEHTABUDDIN,R/o 1088
KISHANGANJTELIWARAAZAD
MARKETDELHI-110006,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MOHAMMADNADIM.

0040616939-7

II,,JJaattiinnArora,S/O-AshokKumar
Arora,R/O-Houseno-8299,Plot
no-1,Blockno.62,East Park
Road, Karol Bagh,Central Delhi-
110005,have changed thename
ofmyminor sonRuhaanaged
05 years andhe shall hereafter
be knownasRishabhArora.

0040616936-1

II,,JJaassmmeeeett SinghAlaghS/o
JagmohanSingh,R/oH-1/6
Vikaspuri Delhi have changed
myname to Jasmeet Singh.

0040616941-3

II,,IIsshhrraatt Urvashi Rana,W/oMr.
AlokeMookerjeeR/o Flat
No.202,Block-A1, Zion
Square,DulerMapusa,Goa-
403507,dohereby inform that
mynamementioned in Shri
RamFibres Limited (SRF
Ltd.)shares&debentures as
Ishrat Ranaunder FolioNo. SF
39553 is incorrect,whilemy
trueandcorrect name is Ishrat
Urvashi Rana. 0040616936-5

II,,IInnddrraa Jatinder Singh,W/o
Brigadier Jatinder Singh,R/oC-
528,Defence
Colony,South,Delhi-
110024,have changedmy
name,from Indra Jatinder
Singh to IndraKaur,for all
futurepurposes.

0040616941-7

II,,GGuurrddeevvKaurAlaghW/o
Jasmeet SinghR/oH-1/6
Vikaspuri Delhi have changed
myname toGurdevKaur.

0040616941-4

II,,GGUUPPHHRRAANN,,SS//OOOSAPH
ALI,ADD:-TAJ
COLONY,MADARSA
ROAD,MASURI,DISTRICT
GHAZIABADUTTARPRADESH
PIN-201302,changedmyname
toGUFRAN, permanantly.

0040616935-2

II,,EEsshhiittaaVerma,D/ONiren
Verma,R/OH.No.2/44, Sector-
5,Rajinder-Nagar,
Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh, 201005 tohave
changedmyname to Ishita
Verma,for all purposes.

0040616932-4

II,,DDoollllyy Sharma,W/O-Shri Ashok
Kumar,R/O-E-1/74,Second
Floor,Sector-7,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,inform thatmyname
hasbeenchanged fromDolly
toDolly Sharma in the
educational certificate ofmy
son,Aditya Sharma.

0040616936-2

II,,DDiinneesshh kumar vij S/oTilakRaj
vij R/oA-35,first
floor,KaushambiGhazibadU.P.,
havemynamechange to
Dineshkumar for all purpose.

0040616913-1

II,,DDiinneesshhKumar S/OGulshan
KharbandaR/OM-19,Gali No-
4,NewMahavir Nagar,Tilak
Nagar,New-Delhi-110018Have
ChangedmyName toDinesh
Kharbanda.

0040616939-1

II,,DDEEVVAASSHHIISSHHVAIDYA,S/ONITIN
VASANTVAIDYA,R/o 44 TRIVENI
APPARTMENT,A-6,PASCHIM
VIHAR,NEWDELHI-110063,have
changedmyname to
DEVASHISHNITIN
VAIDYA,permanantly.

0040616935-9

II,,CChheettaann SinghBhandari S/o-
Eitveer Singh,R/o.A-
201,Kh.No.632,Phase-5,Aya-
Nagar,
South-Delhi-110047,have
changedmyname toChetan
Singh.

0040616939-5

II,,AAsshhookkKumar,S/O-Late Shri Lal
RamSharma,R/O-E-
1/74,SecondFloor,Sector-
7,Rohini,Delhi-110085,inform
thatmynamehasbeen
changed fromAshok toAshok
Kumar in the educational
certificate ofmyson, Aditya
Sharma.

0040616936-3

II,,AAddiittyyaa P.J.B. Rana,S/o Late
YudhPratap JungBahadur
Rana,R/o-D-404,AnandLok
Society,MayurVlhar Phase-
1,Delhi-110091Dohereby
inform that thatmyname
mentioned in Shri RamFibres
Limited (SRF Ltd.) shares&
debentures certificates as
AdityaRanaunder FolioNo. SF
39553 is incorrect ,whilemy
trueandcorrect name isAditya
P.J.B. Rana.

0040616936-4

II,, UddeshyaS/oSunil Kumar
R/o- Pocket B-4, 146-147,
Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changedmyname from
Uddeshya toUddeshyaSharma
for all futurepurposes.

0040616849-1

II,,SSwwaattii SuriW/oSaurabh
ChadhaR/o F-85Kirti Nagar
Delhi have changedmyname
toSwati Chadha.

0040616941-1

II,, Sweta Tiwari D/oShiv Shankar
Tiwari R/o-A-115, Sector-70,
Noida, GautamBuddhaNagar,
UP-201301, have changedmy
name toShwetaTiwari.

0070788381-1

II,, SunitaKasna,W/OLateAshok
Kasana, D/ODhanpal Singh,
R/OHouseNo-404
Sharfuddinpur Javli,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201102 has changedmyname
toSunita for all future
purposes.

0070788322-1

II,, SanjjeevRohila, aged 47 years,
S/oRamAvtar Singh&Maya
Devi R/oTopFloor, J1/22/2
Unit-2, Khirki Extension, New
Delhi-110017, India, have
changedmyson’s name from
SIDDHANT toSIDDHANT
ROHILA for all futurepurposes.
HisDateof Birth is : 22.07.2007.

0040616880-1

II,, SandeepS/o JagdishKumar
R/oB-105, Khasra. No-11/12,
11/19RajeevNagar, Begumpur,
Delhi-86 havechangedmy
name toSandeepThakral for
all futurepurposes.

0070788373-1

II,, Ravi KantChawla, sonof Ramji
DasChawla residingat 203
First Floor, SuryaNiketan,
Delhi-110092declares that Ravi
KantChawlaandRavi Chawla
bothareoneandsameperson
videaffadavit no IN-
DL40485530005826Udated 1-
June-2022.

0040616847-3

II,, Rajat S/OHarish kumar, R/oN-
174, Gali NO-9, VishnuGarden,
TilakNagar,WestDelhi-
110018, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asRajat Rehria.

0070788293-1

II,, RADHIKAKAPOORMITRAD/o
MADANLALKAPOOR, Ex.W/o
MICHAELMITRA, R/oBlock- 18,
FlatNo- 308, HeritageCity,MG
Road,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122002, declare that I got
divorce frommyhusband, vide
CourtDecreeNo. IDANo. 09/21,
dated 31/08/2021 further I have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownas
RADHIKAKAPOOR.

0070788284-2

II,, NareshModi aliasNaresh
KumarModi S/O Juna ram
Gupta, R/oHNo-88, Pocket-A-8,
GroundFloorKalkaji Extn, New
Delhi, Ali, Delhi- 110019, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasNaresh
KumarGupta.

0070788299-1

II,,MollyA.K.W/oMr. Kamal
Kishore, R/oA-7C, DDAFlats, A-
Block, Vishal Kunj, NewDelhi-
110027 have changedmyname
fromMollyA.K. toAnjali
Kishore for all futurepurposes.

0040616799-1

II,, KANIKAANANDwife of
GUNJANKAPOOR residingat
4A/15, TILAKNAGAR,DELHI-
110018 have changedmyminor
Son’s name fromRIANANAND
toRIANKAPOOR for all future
purpose.

0040616847-2

II,, KANIKAANANDwife of
GUNJANKAPOOR residingat
4A/15, TILAKNAGAR,DELHI-
110018 have changedmy name
toKANIKAKAPOOR for all
futurepurpose.

0040616847-1

II,, HarshMohanS/oKanhaiya Lal
Balooni R/o 1615, Sector-37,
Noida, UP, have changedmy
name toHarshMohan Balooni
for all futurepurposes.

0040616844-1

II,, DevKumarDiwakar S/o
Ramvir R/o-608, Chour
Sadatpur, sec-22, Noida,
GautamBudhhaNagar, UP-
201301, have changedmyname
toDevKumar.

0070788380-1

II Nimit Jain S/oSatpal JainR/oB-
88-A, JainNagar, Karala, Delhi-
110081, have changedmyname
toNaveet Jain

0070788366-1

II,, ChetnaKumari D/OSandeep
Kumar, R/o 61,Mubarikpur,
Tumbaheri, Jhajjar, Haryana-
124109. Declare thatNameof
MyMother hasbeenwrongly
writtenasSoniyaDevi inmy
10thClassCertificateNo-
0155487. Theactual nameofMy
Mother is SantoshDevi,which
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0070788291-1

II,, BrijeshNarayanSinghS/O
PurushottamSingh, R/o 1817,
BlockD,OmaxeCity,Morthal
Khas(91), Sonipat, Haryana-
131039 have changed thename
ofmyminor daughter Tanvi
Brijesh Singhagedabout 13
Years andShe shall hereafter
be knownasOjasvini Singh

0070788296-1

II,, BipinKumar S/OSurendra
Singh, R/oH.NO- 50, AgraRoad,
SarayDayanth, Etawah, Uttar
Pradesh- 206001, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasAbhayRajput.

0070788298-1

II,, AshaD/OMahendraSinghR/o-
B-140, Sector-22, NoidaGautam
BuddhaNagar, have changed
myname toAshaSingh for all
futurepurpose.

0070788367-1

II,, AbhishekKumar S/oShri
KishoreChander SurmaR/o
Flat.No-J-1439, Gaur
SportswoodApartment,
Sector-79, Noida, GautamBudh
Nagar, U.P.-201301, have
changedmyname toAbhishek
Kumar Surma for all future
purposes.

0070788372-1

II,, ANILKUMARSHARMAS/o
NareshChandraSharmaR/oP-
104, Gali No.6, ShankarNagar
Extention, Delhi-110051have
changedmyname toANIL
KUMAR for all futurepurposes.

0040616516-1

II SudeshKumar S/oSh. Banwari
Lal R/o F-47, Ground Floor,
DESUColony, Tripolia,Rana
PratapBagh,NorthDelhi, Delhi-
110007 have changed thename
ofmyminor son fromBhavya
toBhavayanshRohlan for all
purposes. 0040616800-2

II SudeshKumar S/oSh. Banwari
Lal R/o F-47, Ground Floor,
DESUColony, Tripolia, Rana
PratapBagh,NorthDelhi, Delhi-
110007 have changed thename
ofmyminordaughter from
MananyaArya toMananya
Rohlan for all purposes.

0040616800-1

II Raju S/o Late Sh. Deewan
ChandR/oH.No.A-94, Gali No.3,
KaranVihar Part-3, Near
Mangal Bazar Road, Kirari
SulemanNagar, Nithari, North
WestDelhi,Delhi-110086 have
changedmyname toRajuGarg
for all purposes. 0040616800-4

II PriyankaKaushikw/oSitanshu
Sharma r/oD-12GreenPark,
Delhi-110016have changedmy
name toPriyankaSharma.

0040616850-1

II NitenderYadavS/oSh. Khajan
SinghYadavR/oPlotNo.3,
StreetNo.C-2.1, Sector-82-A,
Vatika IndiaNext, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122004have changed
thenameofmyminor son from
VivaanRao toVeerRao for all
purposes. 0040616800-3

II Kshangoor S/oShri
SammaideenR/oC-3/701,Gali
No.12,2 pusta, circular Road,
SoniaVihar, karwal
nagar,North east delhi-110094,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
Chhangoor, use for all purpose
in future. 0040616803-1

I,Sukhvir Singh,S/OBhikari
Singh,R/OA-15,Gali.No-1,Harit-
Vihar Burari,NewDelhi-
110084,HaveChangedMy
NameToSukhbir
Choudhary,ForAll,Future
Purposes. 0040616935-5

I,SHAMEEN,D/O.ARIFALI KHAN
ADD-157, FIRST-
FLOOR,POCKET-2 JASOLA-
VIHAR,NEWDELHI-110025,
Changedmyname to
SHAMEENARIF,for all,future
Purposes. 0040616939-8

I,RUBIW/O.BINODKUMAR,ADD-
A.BLOCK,GALI.NO-6,H.NO- 294,
PART-5 SONIA-VIHAR,NORTH-
EASTDELHI-110094, changed
myname toKUMARIRUBI,
permanantly. 0040616935-1

I,Jai kumarTanwar,S/OBuddha
RamR/OHouse.No-50,Kahia-
Mohalla Fateh-PurBeri,Delhi-
110074,HaveChangedMy
NameTo Jai Kumar,For
All,FuturePurposes.

0040616935-4

I,PrabhakarReddy,S/OChandra
Reddy,R/O.U-322,Second-
Floor,Chirag-Delhi,Malviya-
Nagar,New-Delhi-110017,Have
ChangedMyNameTo
PrabhakarReddyPagilla,For
All,FuturePurposes.

0040616935-3

I, DivyaGour,W/oShri
HimanshuBhardwaj, R/o Flat
No. A-49,WelcomeApartment,
Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-110085
dohereby solemnly inform that
DivyaGour andDivyaBhardwaj
bothareoneandsameperson.

0040616941-1

I, VedParkashBhardwaj, S/o
Late Shri Jawahar Lal Sharma,
R/o FlatNo. A-49,Welcome
Apartment, Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi-110085dohereby
solemnly inform that inmy
son's documentsmyname is
mentionedasVedPrakash
Bhardwaj insteadofVed
ParkashBhardwaj. VedParkash
Bhardwaj andVedPrakash
Bhardwaj bothareoneand
sameperson.

0040616941-2

I, amRamkhiladi Verma,S/o-
SukkaRamR/o-1278,Lodhi
RoadComplex,NewDelhi-
110003,have lostmy,property
Documents of R/o-G-1/A,Shiv
DurgaVihar, Lakkarpur,
Faridabad.I havebought this
property fromRamkumar
Meena,S/o.Shri Hatila Ram
Meena.Finder contact;
Mobile.No.9911448678.

0040616932-10

FFoorr Sale /Rent in Pune
PremiumOffices 2,000 -
10,00,000 Sq.ft./ Luxury
Apartments&Bungalows/
Industrial Land&Factories.
Call/WhatsApp:9823022097
www.earthwellrealty.com

0050197256-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT MR. MUKESH, S/o LATE SH.
BHIM SINGH, R/O B-1/1678, VASANT KUNJ,
NEW DELHI-110070, HEREBY CANCELS
ALL SPECIAL POWER OF ATTORNEYS,
GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEYS,
AUTHORITY LETTERS AND ALL OTHER
DOCUMENTS SIGNED BY HIM IN FAVOUR
OF HIS REAL BROTHERS NAMELY MANISH
KUMAR SEHRAWAT, RAJESH KUMAR &
NARESH KUMAR SEHRAWAT, ALL SONS
OF LATE BHIM SINGH. IF ANY BODY DEALS
WITH THEM IN ANY MANNER IN THE SAID
CIRCUMSTANCES THEY WILL BE FULLY
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ACTS / DEEDS
AND MY CLIENT WILL NOT BE HELD LIABLE
FOR ANY ACT PERFORMED BY ABOVE
NAMED PERSONS FOR AND ON BEHALF
OF MY CLIENT.

Sd/- (MANISH KUMAR PATHAK)
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 516, Rohini Courts, Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT SMT. SUNITA SHARMA, W/O
SUNIL SHARMA, R/O F-53, NARAINA
VIHAR, NEW DELHI-110028 IS THE SOLE
AND ABSOLUTE OWNER OF ENTIRE
SECOND FLOOR, ENTIRE THIRD FLOOR
WITH ROOF RIGHTS OF PROPERTY
MEASURING 125 SQ. YARDS BEARING
NO. F-53 ALONGWITH PROPORTIONATE
UNDIVIDED OWNERSHIP RIGHT OF THE
UNDERNEATH LAND BY VIRTUE OF
REGISTERED PARTITION DEED DATED
13.10.2020 AND REGISTER SALE DEED
DATED 19.09.2005. NO OTHER PERSON
INCLUDING ANIL KUMAR SHARMA, S/O
K.K. SHARMA OR HIS ANY LEGAL HEIRS
IS HAVING NO RIGHT, TITLE OR
INTEREST OVER THE ABOVE SAID
PROPERTY.

Sd/- (MANISH KUMAR PATHAK)
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 516, Rohini Courts, Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at Large is hereby informed that
my clients (1) Yogesh Kumar and (2)
Chetan Pharswal, both sons of Shri Bal
Kishan @ Bale, both Resident of House
No. 78, Near Mata Chowk, Rangpuri,
New Delhi-110037, have waived all their
rights, title and interest in the ancestral
property i.e. House No. 78, Near Mata
Chowk, Rangpuri, New Delhi-110037,
for ever, of their own free will and choice,
without any kind of pressure, coercion or
threat from any quarter what-so-ever.
The above said property is recorded in
the name of father of my above said
clients and he can use and enjoy the
same in any manner what-so-ever
including sale, mortgage etc.

Sd/-
(Ravi Kant Gautam)

Advocate
Ch. No. 959, Patiala House Courts,

New Delhi-110001 M. No. 8595238979

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Anuradha Gupta W/o Sh. Atul
Bansal R/o B-12, Manav Apartments, Sector-
9, Rohini, Delhi-110085, M.No. 9810729393,
entered into ‘Agreement to Sell’ for purchase
of SFS Flat No. 297, Ground Floor,
Category-II, Block-B, Pocket-5, Sector-8,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, from (1) Anshu Katyal
W/o Sumit Katyal, (2) Nisha W/o Lalit
Sachdeva (3) Sakshi Bhandula W/o Rakesh
Bhandula. If anybody has any kind of Legal
Rights/Claim or objection on above property
should send their objections with documents
in writing within 15 days of publication, and
any claim thereafter shall be treated as null
and void and my client will not be responsible
for any claim.

Sd/-
S.S. MALIK (Advocate)

(D-582/94)
Off.: C-1/121, Sector-11,

Rohini, Delhi-85.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
client Mr. Suresh Kumar S/o Late Sh. Mange
Ram, R/o. H. No. 275/2, Gali No. 12, Than
Singh Nagar, Anand Parbat Central Delhi.
Deihi-110005. have disinherited and
disowned his son and daughter-in-law namely
Sh. Dheeraj Kumar and Smt. Himanshi, from
his property bearing no. 275/2, Gali No. 12,
Than Singh Nagar, Anand Parbat, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110005 and also other moveable
and immoveable properties as well as from
the line of succession and have broken all ties
with his son and his daughter-in-law. My client
is neither responsible for any liabilities nor
responsible for any Acts, Deeds or things
done by his said son and daughter-in-law or
any other person (s) dealing with him or her
shall be dealing so at his on risks, costs and
consequences.

Sd/-
RACHIT KHANDELWAL

(Advocate)
Ch. No. 315, Block-I Delhi High Court,

New Delhi- 110003

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client, Mr. Naresh Kumar Sharma S/o
Shri Yashoda Nand Sharma, aged 56
years R/o RZ-11, Gali No.9, Madan Puri,
West Sagar Pur, New Delhi - 110046, has
severed all relations with his son namely,
Mr. Akshat Sharma, aged 30 years and
daughter Ms. Tania Sharma, Aged 27
years due to their misconduct. My client
has also disowned, debarred and
disinherited his abovementioned son and
daughter from all his moveable and
immoveable properties henceforth. My
client shall have no concern with them.
Anybody dealing with them in connection
with any property and otherwise may do
so at his/her/their own risk and peril and
my client shall in no way be responsible
for their any civil or criminal liabilities in
any manner whatsoever.

Sd/-
R.P. SINGHAL

ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 214, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.

PUBLIC NOTICE
"Public at large is hereby informed that our
clients Sh. Baldev Singh S/o Late Sh.
Mehma Singh and Smt. Sukhvinder Kaur
W/o Sh. Baldev Singh, both residents of
G-62, Karampura, New Delhi-110015 have
severed all their relations and contacts w.e.f.
01.05.2022 with their son Simranjeet Singh
S/o Sh. Baldev Singh and hereby debar &
disown their said son Simranjeet Singh from
all their movable and immovable properties,
assets and bank accounts and the future
properties or assets which they may acquire,
due to his having relations with one Ms.
Rashi Singh against their wishes as well as
for his disobedience, misconduct and
misbehavior. If any person deals with said
Simranjeet Singh or Ms. Rashi Singh or with
both of them, on behalf of our clients,
he/she/they will do so at his/her/their own
risk, cost and consequences as our client
shall not be responsible in any manner to
any person whatsoever for any of the acts,
actions and omissions of Simranjeet Singh
and Ms. Rashi Singh".

Sd/- (R.P. SHARMA & CO.)
ADVOCATES

Ch. No. 436, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the general information that
my client Omkar S/o Late Sh.
Jaswant Singh R/o H. No. 165-E,
Khirki Extension, Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi-110017 have debarred,
disowned and broken down all the
relationship from his Son Mr.
Ravinder Kaushik and his wife
Smt. Shivani and disowned from
their all moveable and Immoveable
properties either self acquired or
ancestral situated all over india due
to their misconduct, disobedience
and misbehavior attitude. My client
will not be responsible in future for
their acts which was done by them.

sd/-
Akmal Khan

Advocate
Ch. No. 180, Patiala House Court,

New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
my client Shri Mukesh Kumar s/o Late
Sh. Hari Singh Verma and Smt. Gyan
Wati Devi w/o Sh. Mukesh Kumar both
r/o 710/1C, Gali No. 1, Raj Nagar Part 2,
Palam Colony, Delhi - 110045 have
disown their son namely Sh. Chetan
Chauhan and his wife Smt. Shalu Tomar
in all the manners and from their all the
acts, which have been done by them, my
client have no concern with their son
namely Sh. Chetan Chauhan and his
wife Smt. Shalu Tomar and in case
anybody deals with them in any manner,
he/she shall be responsible for the
same at his own risk, cost and
consequences and the said act shall
have no legal binding force upon my
client. Jatin Kumar Advocate WZ/37,
Village Nangli Jalib, Janakpuri, Delhi
- 110058

IN THE COURT OF SH. BHARAT PARASHAR
DISTRICT JUDGE (COMMERCIAL

COURT)-01 CENTRAL, ROOM NO. 308
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT

(Order 5. Rules 20 of the Code of
Civil Procedures)

SUIT NO-CS(COMM) NO.53/2021
CANARA BANK .....Plaintiff
V/S
M/S PATAL ENTERPRISES

.....Defendant
To,
M/S PATAL ENTERPRISES
92-A, SHAHZADA BAGH,
DAYA BASTI NEW DELHI-110035.
THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR
SH.RAVINDER PATEL S/O SH.
NARAYAN PATEL.

EMAIL ID- not available
PHONE NO. not available

WHEREAS you are intentionally
evading service of summon it is hereby
notified that if you shall not defend the
case on the 17.08.2022 the day fixed
for the final disposal, it will be heard
and determined ex-parte.
Given under my hand and the seal of
the court, this 29.03.2022.

Sd/-
District Judge

(Commercial Court)
SEAL

One each in Librarian, Lab Assistant,
Asstt. cum Accountant , Store Keeper, Technical
Asstt., Lab Attendant, (Supporting Staff / Helper)-

Peon, Chowkidar, Safai Karamchari, Mali

Office

SARDAR PATEL

E-mail : spcoef@gmail.com
Farrukh Nagar, Distt. Gugraon (Hr.)

(President)

(For B.Ed. Programme)

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Pay Scale, Qualification as per State Govt./ M.D.University
/NCTE Norms. Apply with in 21 days from the date of
Publication of this advt. along with complete Resume
& Testimonials to College & copy to Dean,Colleges
Development Council, M.D.University, Rohtak.

WHEREAS you are intentionally
evading service of summon it is hereby
notified that if you shall not defend the
case on the 26/07/2022 day fixed for
the final disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex parte. Given under my
hand and the seal of the court, this
27.05.2022

IN THE COURT OF SH. SANJEEV KUMAR
AGGARWAL, LD. DISTRICT JUDGE

(COMMERCIAL COURT)-01 CENTRAL,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5. Rules 20 of the Code of

Civil Procedures)
SUIT NO- CS(COMM) -400/2021
M/S MODERN PAPER MART PVT. LTD.

....Plaintiff
(1.) Roxy Agencies (2.) Mr. Raj Ahuja
(Partner Roxy Agencies) (3.) Mr.
Rishi Ahuja (Partner Roxy Agencies)
TO,
(1.) Roxy Agencies (2.) Mr. Raj Ahuja
(Partner Roxy Agencies) (3.) Mr.
Rishi Ahuja (Partner Roxy Agencies)
All At:
957/2 Chotta Chippiwara, Chawri
Bazar, Delhi-110006. 118, Barshah
Bulla Chowk, 1" Floor, Chawri
Bazar, Delhi. F 108, Rashmi
Apartments, Harsh Vihar, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034.

District Judge
(Commercial Court)-01

Seal

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is publicly informed that PROP. NO.144,
TRANSPORT CENTRE, ROHTAK ROAD,
DELHI, was owned by M/S. PRAKASH
ROADLINES PVT. LTD., having registered
office at #108, 3rd CROSS, KALASIPALYAM
NEW EXT., BENGALURU-560002. My client
Vaibhav Narang S/o Shri Bharat Narang R/o
9, North Park Road, Kamana Park, East
Banglore, Karnataka, Director of said
company have lost Original DDA
Allotment/Demand/Auction Letter, DDA
Possession Letter, C-Form, D-Form etc. of
the aforesaid property and he has lodged
NCR for the same, vide LR No.451052/2022,
Dt.30.05.2022. If any person who may found
the same shall contact me in writing at
advocatemanish.chawla@gmail.com or
9811139896 or my client at his address.

MANISH CHAWLA (Advocate)
Enrol.No.D-578/04.
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EVERYDAY ECONOMY

SAURABHKAPOOR
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi on
Sunday praised India’s startup ecosystem
as he highlighted that the country has
reachedalandmarkfigureof100unicorns
withavaluationofmorethan$300billion.
WHAT ITMEANS:Unicorns are pri-

vately held, venture-capital backed start-
upsthathavereachedavalueof $1billion.
The valuation of unicorns is not expressly
linked to their current financial perform-
ance,butlargelybasedontheirgrowthpo-
tential as perceived by investors and ven-
ture capitalists who have taken part in
various funding rounds.
AmericanventurecapitalistAileenLee

is creditedwith coining the term in 2013.
It was used to emphasise the rarity of the
emergence of such startups. In an article
written for Techcrunch, 'Welcome To The
UnicornClub:LearningfromBillion-Dollar
Startups',LeelookedatUS-basedtechcom-
panies started since January 2003, to un-
derstand—“Howlikelyis it forastartupto
achieve a billion-dollar valuation?” She
wrote:“Wefound39companiesbelongto
whatwecallthe‘UnicornClub’(byourdef-
inition, US-based software companies
started since 2003 and valued at over $1
billion by public or private market in-
vestors). That’s about .07 percent of ven-
ture-backedconsumerandenterprisesoft-
warestartups.”
NOLONGERRARE:Fromthetimethe

termwas first used, it has becomemore

common for startups to bag the unicorn
tag,butthe$1billionvaluationstillgetsin-
dustryattention, and is consideredan im-
pressive achievement. According to
PitchBook, a financial data and software
company, a convergence of private and
marketfundingisallowingmoreunicorns
toemerge, faster.
UNICORNS IN INDIA:During his re-

cent‘MannKiBaat’radioaddress,PMModi
saidarecord44unicornswereestablished
inIndialastyearduringthepandemic.“Not
only that, 14more unicornswere formed
anew in three-fourmonths this year. This
meansthateveninthisphaseof theglobal
pandemic,ourstartupshavebeencreating
wealthandvalue,”hesaid.
According to Invest India, the govern-

ment’sNationalInvestmentPromotionand
Facilitation Agency, “The year 2021, 2020,
and 2019 saw the birth of themaximum
numberof Indianunicornswith44,11,and
7unicornscomingeachyear,respectively.”
It adds that between 2015 and 2021, the
country’s startup ecosystem has seen a
nine-time increase in the number of in-
vestors, and a seven-time increase in the
total fundingof startups.
“We are gradually transitioning from

the age of unicorns to the age of deca-
corns. A decacorn is a company that has
attained a valuation ofmore thanUSD10
billion. As of May 2022, 47 companies
world over have achieved the decacorn
status. India has four startups namely,
Flipkart,BYJU’s,NykaaandSwiggy,added
in thedecacorn cohort,” Invest India says
on itswebsite.

WHATAREUNICORNSTARTUPS,WHOSE
GROWTHPMHASHIGHLIGHTED?

ANILSASI
NEWDELHI,JUNE1

MARUTISUZUKI,India’stopcarmaker,wants
thegovernmenttoreviewaproposaltomake
sixairbagsmandatory inpassengervehicles,
citingitsimpactontheprice-sensitiveentry-
level car segment, which has been facing a
slide in sales over the last four years, and
wheretheJapanesecarmajorhasasignificant
marketpresence.
The reiterationof thisdemandbyMaruti

SuzukiChairmanRCBhargavacomesdaysaf-
ter the country’s second largest carmaker
HyundaiMotordecidedtopulltheplugonits
newSantrointhewakeofdecliningsalesand
thenewsafetynormsthatare likely tocome
intoeffectlaterthisyear.Thechangesrequired
toreconfigurethehatchbackwithsixairbags
wasseenasanunviableproposition.

Whatarethenewsafetynorms?
On January 14 this year, Road Transport

and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari
tweeted: “In order to enhance the safety of
theoccupantsinmotorvehiclescarryingupto
8 passengers, I have now approved a Draft
GSR Notification tomake aminimumof 6
Airbagscompulsory.”
No timelineswerementioned then, but

Gadkari had inAugust last yearurgedall au-
tomakers in India to offer at least six airbags
as standard equipment on all variants of all
models. Dual airbags (driver andpassenger)
became mandatory on all vehicles this
January.Adriverairbaghasbeencompulsory
forallpassengervehiclessinceJuly1,2019.

Whattypeofvehiclesarecoveredbythe
proposedmandateonsixairbags?
Additionalairbagsareproposedinthe‘M1’

categoryofvehicles,withtheaimofminimis-
ingtheimpactof“frontalandlateralcollisions”
to the occupants of both the front and rear
compartments.Aspertheproposal, twoside
or side torsoairbags, and twoside curtainor
tubeairbagscoveringalloutboardpassengers,
willbemademandatory.

Andwhatisan‘M1’ vehicle?
Under the government’s homologation

rules, vehicles are bucketed into broad cate-
gories. ‘CategoryM’ coversmotor vehicles
with at least fourwheels, used for carrying
passengers.Sub-category‘M1’defines“amo-
torvehicleusedforthecarriageofpassengers,
comprisingnotmore than eight seats in ad-
ditiontothedriver'sseat”.
This category effectively subsumes the

bulkofthepassengervehiclesonIndia’sroads
— from entry-level hatchbacks such as the
Suzuki Alto orHyundai Santro tomulti-util-
ity vehicles such as the Toyota Innova orKia
Carnival.Thesevehiclesareemployedmostly
for private use, alongside some commercial
usebyfleetoperators.

Whatexactlyishomologation?
Homologationistheprocessof certifying

that a particular vehicle is roadworthy, and
matches certain specified criteria laid down
by the government for all vehicles that are
built or imported into the country. Tests are
done to ensure the vehiclematches the re-
quirements of the Indianmarket in termsof
emissions,andsafetyandroadworthiness,as
laiddownbytheCentralMotorVehicleRules.

Butwhydovehiclesneedmoreairbags?
Airbagssoften the impactof collisionsby

keepingoccupantsfromcomingintocontact
with the steeringwheel, dashboard, front
glass,andotherpartsof theautomobile.
Airbagsareliterallyaquestionof lifeand

death: theUS government agencyNational
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) estimated that from1987 to 2017,
justfrontalairbagssaved50,457livesinthat
country.
India’s record on road security is among

thepoorestintheworld,andIndiancarsarefa-
mouslybehindthecurvewhenitcomestoof-
fering safety features. This is especially glar-
ingwhencomparisonsaremadewithmodels
offeredbymanufacturersinotherglobalmar-
kets, includingthosemadebycarmakersop-
eratinginIndia.
Companiesthatsellthesamecarmodelin

globalmarkets choose to cut downon some
key security featureswhen they launch in
India’sprice-sensitivemarket.

Whatcouldbethechallengesin
implementingtheproposedmandate?
Pricing will be a key challenge: more

airbagsasstandardequipmentwillinevitably
driveup the cost of vehicles, including those
onthebudgetendof themarket.
Afrontalairbaginanentry-levelcartyp-

icallycostsbetweenRs5,000andRs10,000,
andsideandcurtainairbagscouldcostmore
than double that. Most carmakers in India
that offer six airbags only do so in top-end
models, and in variants that cost upwardof
Rs10 lakh.
Manufacturers have also flagged that a

numberofentry-levelmodelsarespecifically
designed formarkets such as India, and that
installingadditionalairbagswill involvecon-
siderable re-engineering, includingmaking
modificationstothebodyshellandtheinside
compartment.Thiswasseenasadeterrentin
theSantro'scase.
Then there is the timing. India’s auto in-

dustryiscurrentlytransitioningtostricterBS6
emissionnorms,andimplementingthenew
Corporate Average Fuel Economy or CAFE
norms,bothofwhichhavecost implications.

Sowhatisthecarmanufacturers’
argumenthere?
Manufacturersarguethatconsumersget

whattheypayfor,andveryfewbuyersinthe
budget categorywant to shell outmore for
a safer car.
WhenMarutiSuzukidrewuptheprefer-

ences of Indian car buyers— tabulated over
timefromenquiriesmadeatthepointofpur-
chase— it found safety features such asABS
(anti-lockbrakesystem)andairbagscamein
ateighthposition, farbehindbellsandwhis-
tlessuchasairconditioning,powerwindows,
andcentral locking.
Executives at the company say that

driver-seat airbagswere offered in the top
variantoftheWagon-R,butthemodelhadto
be withdrawn due to the lack of interest
amongconsumers.

Andwhatisthecounter-argument?
Safetyexpertssaythatsafetyfeaturessuch

as twin airbags, ABS and rearwiperswould
onlyadduptoRs25,000tothecostofthecar.
Itisonlybecausetheyarenotmandatorythat
manufacturersprovidethesefeaturesonlyin
top-end versions of cars, and bundle them
with other features, therebymaking the ve-
hiclecostlierbyaboutRs1.20lakhormore.
Ineffect, thisdeprives Indiancarbuyers

of variants that have these essential safety
features.

Whataretherulesonairbagselsewhere
intheworld?
In theUnited States, front airbags are re-

quiredbylawinall cars.Butmostcarmakers
offer between six and10airbags, depending
on themodel, primarily to score higher in
crashtestresultsfromagenciesliketheNHTSA
andtheprivatenonprofit Insurance Institute
forHighwaySafety(IIHS).Novehiclewithout
head-protectingsideairbagshaseverearned
atopratingintheIIHS’ssidecrashtest.
TheUSgovernmentamendeditsFederal

Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 208 (FMVSS
208) back in 1984 to require cars produced
afterApril1,1989tobeequippedwithapas-
siverestraintforthedriver,withanairbagor
a seat beltmeeting the requirements of the
standard.
Airbag introductionwas stimulated by

the NHTSA, and was subsequently made
mandatory for passenger vehicles and light
trucks in1997.
In 1998, FMVSS208was amended to re-

quire dual front airbags and, subsequently,
second-generationairbagsweremandated.
Some countries outside North America

adhere to internationalised European ECE
vehicle and equipment regulations instead
of US standards. ECE airbags are generally
smaller and inflate less forcefully than the
airbags that are offered in the US, because
the ECE specifications are based on belted
crash testdummies.
Almost every new car sold in Europe is

equippedwith frontandsideairbags. In the
EU and in the United Kingdom, there is no
direct legal requirementfornewcarstofea-
ture airbags. But again, most variants are
equippedwithatleast4-6airbags,primarily
tocomplywithcrashtestnorms,andtoscore
higheron thesafetycount.
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SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD,JUNE1

IMMEDIATELYBEFOREhisdeathinKolkata
onTuesdayevening,singerKK,53,hadper-
formedonstage,andseemedingoodhealth,
althoughhedidcomplainofuneasiness.He
appears to have suffered a heart attack—
whatisknowninmedicaltermsasmyocar-
dial infarction(MI)—thattriggeredcardiac
arrest(whentheheartstopspumpingblood
andnormalbreathingstops).

WhathappensduringanMI?
MI,commonlyknownasaheartattack,

iscausedbyareductionorstoppageofblood
flowtoaportionof theheartmuscles (my-
ocardium) in themiddle layer of the heart
wall. These muscles are responsible for
keepingtheheartpumpingblood.
Whenthecoronaryarteryisobstructed,

thesupplyofoxygen-richbloodtotheheart

muscles iscutoff.Prolongeddeprivationof
oxygen-richbloodcanresultincelldeathor
damagetotheheartmuscles.
“When we are born, our arteries are

smooth and elastic, resulting in very good
blood flow. Over time, cholesterol is de-
positedontheinsideofarteries...Themajor
triggers are age, chronic health conditions,
andcomorbiditieslikediabetes,cholesterol,
high blood pressure, tobacco use, stress, a
sedentarylifestyle,andgenetics,”saidinter-
ventionalcardiologistDrSameerDani,CEO
of Ahmedabad’s Apollo CVHF Heart
Institute.
“Due to continuous cholesterol deposi-

tiononthearterialwalls,acrackappears in
theinnerliningoftheheartmuscle,causing
thebloodtoclot.Themomentthisobstructs
theartery,aheartattackoccurs.So,although
the causative process is gradual, the heart
attack itself happenssuddenly,”hesaid.
A heart attackmanifests itself through

somediscomfort,suchaschestpain,which

canspreadtotheneck,jaw,shoulder,orarm.

Towhatextentdoesfamilyhistory
makeonevulnerabletoaheartattack?
DrDani said the riskof aheart attack in

an individualwith a family history can be
broughtdownsignificantlyif theindividual
mitigatesotherriskfactorssuchascontrol-
lingdiabetes,cholesterollevels,givingupto-
bacco andmaintaining an active lifestyle

withabalanceddiet.Yet,suchanindividual
will always face a higher risk of a heart at-
tack than an individualwith no risk factor
andnofamilyhistory.
Dr Dani recommends that individuals

with a family history of heart attacksmust
start earlywith periodic health check-ups,
say from the age of 20-25, andwith taking
careofotherrisk factors.

AreallheartattacksMI?
AllheartattacksarebasicallyMI,DrDani

said,buttherearesomesubsets.Oneissud-
dencardiacdeathorsuddencardiacarrest.
“Suddencardiacarresthappens80-90%

of the time due to a heart attack, but in
about15-20%of thecases, ithappenswith-
outaheartattackorstoppageofheartfunc-
tion. This explains the death of some ath-
letes. This happens because the heart
suddenly becomes irregular in pumping
blood— either because the heartmuscles
have become thick and needmore blood

supply, or because there is electrical insta-
bility in some parts of the heartmuscles,”
DrDani said.

Whydosomepeoplesurviveheart
attacksandsomedon't?
A person can suffer a “silent” heart at-

tack,which goes undetected at the time it
happens as there is nomanifestation of
usualsymptomsandisonlydetectedinthe
formof unusual heart activity reported in
an ECGs. “This happenswhen the arteries
are narrowing very slowly andmore com-
monly seen in diabetics, but it can happen
toanybody,”DrDanisaid.
Thatchancesof survivalafteraheartat-

tack dependon a couple of factors. “One, if
there is very large heartmuscle damage,
which is dependent on which artery is
blocked, the chances of death are high.
Secondis, ifyouhaveanactivelifestyle,you
aremorelikelytosurviveaheartattack,”Dr
Danisaid.

The case for six airbags
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Manufacturerssay thegovtplanwillmakecarsmoreexpensive, andwill require there-engineeringof
vehicles.Butexperts say thecostargumentmaynotbeaccurate—andinanycase, livesarepriceless.

AVINASHNAIR
AHMEDABAD,JUNE1

LASTWEEK, PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
inauguratedthecountry’sfirstliquidnanourea
plantinKalol,Gujarat.Thispatentedproductis
expectedtosubstituteimportedureaandpro-
ducebetterresultsinfarms.
COSTEFFECTIVE: The liquidnanourea

produced by Indian Farmers Fertiliser
Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO) comes in ahalf-litre
bottlepricedatRs240,withoutanysubsidyat
present. In contrast, a farmerpays aroundRs
300fora50-kgbagofheavilysubsidisedurea.
Thegovernment’sfertlisersubsidypayoutthis
financialyearwillbeRs2lakhcrore.

According to IFFCO, a bottle of nanourea
caneffectivelyreplaceatleastonebagofcon-
ventionalurea.“Theinternationalmarketprice
of a bag of urea is betweenRs 3,500 andRs
4,000,andsignificantquantitiesareimported,”
saidAlok Jaiswal, seniormanager (process),
and operations head of IFFCO’s liquid nano
ureaplant.Theproducthasbeendevelopedat
IFFCO’sNanoBiotechnologyResearchCentre
(NBRC)inKalol,Gujarat.
HOWITWORKS:Urea artificially pro-

vides nitrogen to plants. Liquid nano urea,
whichcontains4%nitrogenbyvolume,comes
intheformofananoparticle.
The efficiency of liquidnanourea canbe

85-90%, compared to 25% for conventional
urea.Conventionalureaisoftenappliedincor-

rectly,andthenitrogeninitisvaporisedorlost
as gas. A lot of nitrogen is alsowashed away
during irrigation. Liquidnanourea is sprayed
directlyontheleavesandgetsabsorbedbythe
plant. IFFCOadvises that2-4mlof nanourea
shouldbemixedalitreofwaterandsprayedon
cropleavesatactivegrowthstages.
Liquidnanoureahas a shelf life of a year,

and farmers neednotworry about “caking”
whenitcomesincontactwithmoisture.IFFCO
saystheproducthasbeentestedonmorethan
90cropsacross11,000 locations incollabora-
tionwithKrishiVigyanKendrasof the Indian
CouncilofAgriculturalResearch(ICAR-KVKs),
researchinstitutes,stateagricultureuniversi-
ties,andprogressivefarmers.
Apartfromreducingthecountry’ssubsidy

bill,itisaimedatreducingtheunbalancedand
indiscriminate use of conventional urea, in-
creasecropproductivity,andreducesoil,wa-
ter,andairpollution.
FUTUREOFPRODUCTION: IFFCOcom-

missionedtheKalolliquidnanoureaplant,the
country’s first, inAugust 2021.Over3.6 crore
bottles of this urea have been produced, of
which2.5crorehavebeensold.
IFFCOissettingupadditional facilities for

production of nano fertilisers in Aonla,
Phulpur, Bengaluru, Paradeep, Kandla,
Deoghar andGuwahati, besides expanding
the Kalol plant, for the production of nano
urea, nano DAP and nanomicronutrients.
Theseunitswillhaveaproductioncapacityof
2lakhbottlesperday.
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NEPTUNEANDUranushavemuch in com-
mon—theyhavesimilarmasses, sizes, and
atmospheric compositions—yet their ap-
pearancesare indifferentshadesofblue.At
visiblewavelengths,Neptuneisarich,deep
azurehue,whileUranus is adistinctly pale
shadeofcyan.Astronomersnowhaveanex-
planationforwhythetwoplanetsarediffer-
entcolours.
One reasonwhy this differencehadnot

beenexplainedsofarwastheabsenceofsim-
ilardataforcomparison.Previousstudiesof
thespectrumofeachplanetconcentratedon
individualwavelength regions. In thenew
comparison, researchers havedeveloped a
singleatmosphericmodelthatmatchesob-
servations of both planets from the
NASA/ESAHubble SpaceTelescope, aswell
astheGeminiNorthtelescopeandtheNASA
InfraredTelescopeFacility.Themodelshows
thatthehazearoundUranusis
thicker than that around
Neptune, theresearchershave
reported in the Journal of
GeophysicalResearch:Planets.
Uranus'sstagnant,sluggish

atmosphere andmakes it ap-
pear a lighter tone than
Neptune. If therewasnohaze
intheatmospheresofNeptune
andUranus,bothwouldappear
almost equallyblue as a result
of blue lightbeingscattered in
their atmospheres, a release on the ESA
Hubblewebsiteexplained.
Themodelleadingtothisconclusionde-

scribes three aerosol layers in the atmos-
pheresofNeptuneandUranus.Thekeylayer
that affects the colours is themiddle layer,
whichisalayerofhazeparticlesthatisthicker
onUranus thanonNeptune.The teamsug-

gests that, on both planets,
methaneicecondensesontothe
particlesinthislayer,pullingthe
particlesdeeperintotheatmos-
phere. BecauseNeptune has a
more active, turbulent atmos-
phere than Uranus does, the
teambelievesNeptune’satmos-
phereismoreefficientatchurn-
ingupmethaneparticlesintothe
hazelayer.Thisremovesmoreof
the haze and keepsNeptune’s
haze layer thinner than it is on

Uranus,withtheresultthatthebluecolourof
Neptunelooksstronger.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

Why Neptune and Uranus
appear in different colours

Hubble imagesofUranus(left,
October25,2021)andNeptune
(September7,2021).NASA,ESA,ASimon,
MHWong,OPAL team
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How this fertiliser differs from conventional urea

Howa heart attack happens, who is vulnerable, and how to reduce risk
5THINGSTOFOLLOW
■Ensureregularexercise,eat fruits
andvegetables
■Geta full cardiaccheck-updone
annually
■Periodicallymonitoryourblood
sugar, cholesterol,bloodpressureetc,
andkeepthemincheck
■Eliminatestress
■Goforcardiac imaging if youare in
high-riskgroup

PREVENTIVE CHECKLIST

SingerKK'sdeathappears tohave
followedaheartattack..PTI

Front
passenger
airbag

Howairbags
PROTECT

Curtainairbags Frontside airbags Driverairbag

Impact is
concentrated
inasmall
area(inred)

Impact is
spreadout
overa larger
area(in
orange)

Source: SkodaAuto

WITHOUTAIRBAG
Incaseof acollision, thebodycan
slamintothehardmetal, glass,or
plasticof thevehicledirectly.The
forceof the impact isusually
concentratedoverasmallareaof the
body, andcancauseserious injuries.

WITHAIRBAG
Anairbagsoftenstheimpactofa
collisionbykeepinganoccupant
fromcomingintocontactwiththe
steeringwheel,dashboard, front
glassetc.,andbydistributingthe
impactoveralargerareaof thebody.
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JAMAICA LEGISLATOR TO PARLIAMENT

‘NAMEBOBMARLEYANATIONALHERO’
Jamaican legislator is asking the country’s Parliament to name reggae legend Bob
Marley a national hero. The proposal by lawmaker Lisa Hanna would make the
iconic singer a national hero, a title already held by seven Jamaicans, including Black
nationalist leader Marcus Garvey and nation’s first PM Alexander Bustamante.

USA

Muskmemo
toTeslastaff:
Returntooffice
orleavecompany
TESLAINCChiefExecutive
ElonMuskhasaskedem-
ployees to return tooffice
or leave the company, ac-
cordingtoamemosentto
staff that has been circu-
lating on social media.
“Anyone who wishes to
do remoteworkmust be
in the office for a mini-
mum (and I meanmini-
mum) of 40 hours per
weekordepartTesla,”the
memosaid.Reuterscould
notverifytheauthenticity
ofthememo.Tesladidnot
respond to a request for
comment.Muskcouldnot
be reached for comment.
In response to thememo
thatwas tweeted froman
unverifiedaccount,thebil-
lionaire,said,“Theyshould
pretend to work some-
whereelse.” REUTERS

TeslaCEO ElonMusk

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PALESTINE

Israeli troopskill
womanin
WestBank
Hebron: Aknife-wielding
Palestinianwomanthreat-
ened an Israeli soldier in
the occupiedWest Bank
and was shot dead on
Wednesday, the Army
said, an account thatwas
disputedbyPalestinianof-
ficials. In a statement, the
Israeli Army said “an as-
sailantarmedwithaknife
advanced toward an IDF
(IsraelDefenceForce) sol-
dierwhowas conducting
routine security activity"
nearAlAroubvillage.“The
soldiers respondedwith
livefire,” itsaid.Ahospital
in the nearby Palestinian
city of Hebron confirmed
woman'sdeath.REUTERS

AUSTRALIA

PMappoints
record13women
cabinetministers
Canberra:Australia’s new
government sworn in
Wednesday includes a
record13women, includ-
ing the first woman
Muslimtoserveintherole
andthesecondIndigenous
personnamedIndigenous
Affairsminister. The cere-
mony conducted by
Governor-General David
Hurley inCanberra, came
11 days after new PM
AnthonyAlbaneseledthe
center-leftLabourPartyto
anelectionvictory.“Proud
to lead an inclusive gov-
ernment that isasdiverse
as Australia itself,”
Albanese tweetted.
“Welcometoallthesenew
Labourmembers.” AP

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI, JUNE1

SRILANKA’Sannouncementthat
it plans to develop Trincomalee
as an “industrial harbour” and
will soon float tenders for this
could see the economically be-
leaguerednationputupacouple
of thousand hectares of land on
leasetosetupindustriesinaspe-
cialeconomiczoneandtheasso-
ciateddevelopmentofthestrate-
gically located port, stirring up
geopolitical interest in that part
of the IndianOcean.
“We are actually planning to

go for an Expression of Interest
(EoI)todevelopTrincomaleePort

asanindustrialport.Thatmeans
wewill be asking not only from
oneparty,butwhoevertheindus-
trialists arewhowant to come
andutilisetheportpremises.We
have large land, some 2,400
hectares,thatsurroundstheport
of Trincomalee,” Prasantha
Jayamanna,chairmanofSriLanka
PortsAuthoritysaidonTuesday.
Jayamannawas speaking to

representativesof shippingcom-
paniesandportworkers'unionsto
allayconcernsabout theslowing
downofloadingandoffloadingop-
erationsatColomboPort—amajor
regionaltranshipmenthub—due
toaforeignexchangeshortagethat
hasresultedinfuelscarcityandaf-
fectedsupplychains.
The proposal to develop an

industrial harbour in
Trincomalee is a long-standing
plan tomonetise land that be-
longs to the Sri Lanka Port
Authority,bygettingforeignand
local investment for a special
economic zone, an industrial
park,oranenergyhub.
Thiswouldalsoentailthede-

velopment of the port for non-
containerisedcargotraffic, such
as cement, coal or other indus-
trial rawmaterial.
“We are planning to call for

EoIssoon.Wehadplannedtodo
thisinApril,butdelayedittillthe
situation [improved], because
weexpectalotof localindustries
to also come and invest in the
port,” Jayamannasaid.
Jayamanna hadmade simi-

lar remarks in January this year.
It is unclearwhen SLPAwill act
on its intentions. India, which
has alreadymade a substantial

investment in Trincomalee, is
likelytobeinterestedinthepro-
posalbothasacommercialproj-
ectandasastrategicinvestment,

a source inSri Lankasaid.
Earlierthisyear,LankaIndian

Oil Company, a subsidiary of
IndianOilCompany,andCeylon
Petroleum Corporation signed
anagreementtodevelopamas-
sive oil storage tank farm built
during British rule at
Trincomalee. The oil storage fa-
cility is located at the harbour
and has its own jetty. The two
entities have formed a special
purpose joint venture called
TrincoPetroleumTerminals Ltd
forthedevelopmentof85tanks
—all indecrepit condition.
Trincomaleealreadyhassev-

eral dedicated port terminals—
apartfromtheLankaIOCfacility,
it has theTokyoCement facility,
and grain facility for a flour fac-

tory, andatea terminal. There is
alsoajettyforbulkcargosuchas
coal, gypsumandcement.
Besides India, the develop-

ment of Trincomalee port has
beenof interesttoseveralcoun-
tries, includingJapanandtheUS.
It offered not just one of Asia's
finestnaturalharbours,butwas
also seen as a way to balance
China's influenceinthecountry,
anddominatethemartimetrade
routes in the region through its
involvementinColomboportfor
container traffic and
Hambantota port for cargo.
Japan commissioned2020ADB
study on the development of
Trincomaleeport.
Therehavebeenquestions if

SriLankaneededmorethanone

port, especially, asHambantota,
which was developed with
Chinesefinancialassistanceasa
cargoporthasnot takenoff and
itsoperationshaveremainedbe-
lowprojections.
However,theADBstudycon-

cluded that Trincomalee har-
bour, locatedonSriLanka'seast-
ern seaboard, with its key
benefits of “natural deepwater,
shelter,uniquetouristplacesand
amplelandforindustrialandlo-
gistics in the proximity of the
port”wasideallyplacedtoserv-
icetheprojectedgrowthofmar-
itime cargo trade in the region,
especiallywith regard to devel-
opment of ports in Bangladesh
and Myanmar and on India's
easternseaboard.

BESIDES INDIA, PORT AN INTEREST FOR SEVERAL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING JAPAN AND U.S.

Lanka plans to develop Trincomalee port as industrial hub, stirs global interest

Thewatersoff Trincomalee,SriLanka.NYT file
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THEFBI thwartedaplannedcy-
berattackonachildren’shospital
inBoston thatwas tohavebeen
carried out by hackers spon-
sored by the Iranian govern-
ment, FBI Director Christopher
WraysaidWednesday.
Wray told a Boston College

cybersecurity conference that
hisagentslearnedoftheplanned
digital attack from an unspeci-
fiedintelligencepartnerandgot
Boston Children’s Hospital the
information itneededlastsum-
mer to blockwhat would have
been “one of themost despica-
blecyberattacks I’ve seen.”
“Andquickactionsbyevery-

oneinvolvedprotectedboththe
network and the sick kidswho
dependedon it,”Wraysaid.
The FBI chief recounted that

anecdote in a broader speech
aboutongoingcyberthreatsfrom
Russia, China and Iran and the
need for partnerships between
theUSandtheprivatesector.
He said the bureau and

Boston Children’s Hospital had
worked closely together after a
hacktivistattackedthehospital’s
computer network in 2014.
MartinGottesfeldlaunchedacy-
berattack at the hospital to
protest the care of a teenager at
the center of a high-profile cus-
tody battle and later was sen-
tenced to10years inprison.The
attackagainst thehospital anda
treatment home cost the facili-
ties thousandsofdollarsanddis-
ruptedoperations fordays.

Peoplestandin linetobuydomesticgas tanks inColomboonWednesday.Reuters

FBI chief says
blocked planned
cyberattack on
kids’ hospital

KJMVARMA
BEIJING,CHENGDU, JUNE1

FOURPEOPLEwerekilledand14
others injured after a powerful
earthquake of 6.1-magnitude
jolted the city of Ya'an in south-
west China's Sichuan province
onWednesday afternoon, ac-
cording to the city's earthquake
relief headquarters.
The quake rattled Lushan

CountyofYa'aninSichuanat5:00
pm local time, according to the
China Earthquake Networks

Centre(CENC). Theepicentre,with
adepthof17km,wasmonitoredat
30.4 degrees north latitude and
102.9degreeseast longitude, the
CENCsaid. Sichuanprovincesuf-
feredChina'sdeadliest7.9-magni-
tudeearthquakein2008inwhich
90,000peoplewerekilled
Wednesday’s earthquake

was followed by another 4.5-
magnitude jolt in Baoxing
County, also under the city of
Ya’an. Four people were killed
and 14 others injured in the
quake, the state-run People's
Daily reported. PTI

Earthquake in China’s
Sichuan kills 4, injures 14

Agri minister
seeks India’s
help to fight
food shortage
Colombo: SriLankanagricultural
ministerMahindaAmaraweera
onWednesdaymet IndianHigh
CommissionerGopalBaglayand
sought India’s help for food se-
curity and environmental pro-
tection in the islandnation, as it
faces theworst economic crisis
initspost-independencehistory.
Lastmonth,IndiaassuredSri

Lanka to supply 65,000metric
tonnes of urea to avoid any dis-
ruptiontothecurrentYalaculti-
vationseason inSri Lanka.
Sri Lankan Agriculture

Minister Amaraweera met
Indian High Commissioner
Baglay and they had discussed
the importance of bilateral co-
operation for food security and
environmental protection, a
statement from the High
Commissionsaid. PTI

REUTERS
COLOMBO,LONDON,JUNE1

SRI LANKA is in talks with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) to borrow at least $3 bil-
lion via the lender’s extended
fundfacility(EFF),sourcesfamil-
iarwith thematter toldReuters.
Theislandstate’sgovernment

expectsanotherroundoftechni-
cal talks with the IMF in early
Juneandhopestoreachtoastaff-
level agreement bymonth-end,
twoof thesourcessaid.
A spokesperson for the IMF

didn’t immediately reply to a re-
questforcomment.Spokespeople
for Sri Lanka’s financeministry
and central bankdidn't respond
toarequestforcomment.
An EFF programme, which

would be the 17th IMF plan for
thenation,requirescountriesto
make structural economic re-

forms “to correct deep-rooted
weaknesses,” according to the
IMF’s website. These pro-
grammes normally last three
years with a grace period of 4-
1/2yearstostartpayingbackthe
loan,once theplan isapproved.
A $3 billion deal would rep-

resent almost four times the

country’s quota with the IMF.
The IMF said lastweek itwas in
talkswith Sri Lanka for a “com-
prehensive”reformpackage,but
didn't specifywhat type of pro-
grammewasbeingnegotiated.
PM Ranil Wickremesinghe

plans to present an interim
budgetwithinweeks.

GERMANYPROMISESMISSILEDEFENCESYSTEM,RADAREQUIPMENT

AGENCIES
KYIV, JUNE1

RUSSIANFORCESonWednesday
pressedclosertothecentreofan
industrial city in a drive to grab
a swathe of eastern Ukraine,
while the United States said it
would supplyadvanced rockets
to Kyiv to help forceMoscow to
negotiateanendto thewar.
President Joe Biden an-

nouncedthesupplyofprecision
rocket systems andmunitions
that could strike at long-range
Russian targets, part of a $700
million weapons package ex-
pected to be unveiled on
Wednesday. Germany also an-
nounced that it will supply
Ukrainewithmodern anti-air-
craftmissilesandradarsystems.
“We havemoved quickly to

send Ukraine a significant
amountofweaponryandammu-
nitionsoitcanfightonthebattle-

fieldandbeinthestrongestpos-
sible position at the negotiating
table,”Bidenwroteinanopinion
piecein theNewYorkTimes.
A senior Biden administra-

tion official said the new sup-
plies,whichcomesontopofbil-
lions of dollars worth of
equipment such as drones and
anti-aircraftmissiles, included
theM142HighMobilityArtillery

RocketSystem(HIMARS),which
Kyiv has said is “crucial” to
counterRussianmissileattacks
German Chancellor Olaf

Scholz told lawmakers that the
surface-to-air IRIS-T SLMmis-
siles it will send are the most
modern air defence system the
countryhas.Theycanoperateat
longerrangesthantheColdWar-
era anti-aircraft vehicles it has

previouslyprovided.
The Kremlin spokesman,

meanwhile, told reporters
WednesdaythattheUSis“pour-
ingfuelonthefire.”“Webelieve
that the US is purposefully and
diligentlyaddingfueltothefire,"
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters, adding
thatsuchsupplieswouldnoten-
courageUkraine’s leadership to

resumestalledpeace talks.
Russia Foreign Minister

Sergei Lavrov, speaking in Saudi
Arabia, said the supply of the
rocket launchersraisedtherisks
of a “third country” being
dragged into the conflic.
SecretaryofStateAntonyBlinken
clarified thatUkrainehasprom-
iseditwillnotusetherocketsys-
temstohit targets insideRussia.

AbuildingdamagedbyanovernightmissilestrikeinSloviansk,Ukraine,on Wednesday .AP

Moscowsays
Washington
pouringfuel
onthefire

Kremlin: Talks
with Zelenskyy
possible, but
negotiations stalled

REUTERS
JUNE1

RUSSIASAIDonWednesdaythat
it didnot ruleout ameetingbe-
tweenPresidentVladimir Putin
and his Ukrainian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, but that
anysuchtalksneededtobepre-
pared inadvance.
Kremlin spokesman

Dmitry Peskov told reporters
in a call that work on a peace
document with Ukraine had
stopped a long time ago and
had not restarted.
Peskov said that people in

theRussian-occupiedUkrainian
regions of Kherson,
ZaporizhzhiaandDonbasmust
decide their own futures and
theKremlindidnotdoubt they
wouldmakethe“bestdecision”.
Ukrainehaspreviouslysaidthat
annexation of the regions by
Russia would end peace talks
between the two sides.

Johnson forced
to explain
actions in fresh
partygate row

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JUNE1

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnson has been forced to ex-
plain, by his
independent
ethics ad-
viser,whyhe
believedthat
thepartygate
fine slapped
on him by
the police
did not
breach the
country’s
MinisterialCode.
Lord Christopher Geidt,

who reports directly to the
Prime Minister in an advisory
capacity, said in an annual re-
portonministerial interests re-
leasedonTuesday thata “legit-
imate question” has arisen as
to the fixed penalty notice is-
sued by the Metropolitan
Police over a Covid lockdown-
breaching birthday party at
Downing Street in June 2020.
The report notes that

Johnsonmust set out his “case
in public”. “I did not consider
that the circumstances in
which I received a fixed-
penalty notice were contrary
to the regulations,” Johnson
said in a letter of explanation
to Geidt, which has been
made public.
“Ihaveacceptedtheoutcome

andpaiditincompliancewithle-
galrequirements.Payingafixed-
penalty notice is not a criminal
conviction,"hesaid. PTI

Boris Johnson

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
SANTAMONICA, JUNE1

BILL COSBYwill again be facing
sexabuseallegationsWednesday
as attorneys give opening state-
ments ina civil trial that’s oneof
the last remaining legal claims
againstthecomedian.
Lawyersfor64-year-oldJudy

Huthwill outline the evidence
they plan to present that Cosby
forcedhertoperformasexactat
the Playboy Mansion in 1975
when shewas 16 years old. The
casewillhingeonthetestimony
ofHuth,bolsteredbyphotosand
other archival exhibits to place
the incident in time.
Cosby’s attorneys, who say

no sexual abuse happened, are
likelytoemphasisethatthebur-
den of proving the nearly 50-
year-old case lies entirely with
the plaintiffs. They have ac-
knowledged that Cosby took
HuthtothePlayboyMansion,as
aphotofromthevisitshows,but
say they believe she was not a
minorwhen ithappened.
The trial is one of the last

cases Cosby, 85, faces after a

Pennsylvania appeals court
threwouthiscriminalsexualas-
sault conviction and freed him
from prison 11 months ago.
Several other lawsuits alleging
sexualmisconductweresettled
byhis insureragainsthiswill.
Cosby will not testify after

thejudgeruledthathecouldas-
serthis FifthAmendmentprivi-
lege against self-incrimination.
Andhehasnoplans to leavehis
Pennsylvaniahometoattendthe
trial, which is taking place at a
small courthouse in Santa
Monica.Cosby’srepresentatives
sayglaucomahas left himblind
andmadetravel toodifficult.

BillCosby.AP

Colombo:AformerSriLankan
minister andakeyallyof for-
merprimeministerMahinda
Rajapaksa, Johnston
Fernando,wasonWednesday
namedasuspectintheattack
on anti-government protest-
ers last month. President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa ap-
pointed a Commission of
Inquiry toprobe the violence
inthecountry.

Meanwhile,thecountry’s top
human rights body has de-
cided to delay summoning
formerPM andaskhimtoap-
pear before it after obtaining
statements from police and
prison personnel in connec-
tionwiththedeadlyattackon
peaceful anti-government
protesterslastmonth,accord-
ing to a media report on
Wednesday. PTI

MAHINDAALLYNAMEDSUSPECT INMAY9VIOLENCE

Lanka seeking $3 bn under IMF
Extended Fund Facility: Report

Cosby faces sexual
abuse charges again
as civil trial opens

UKRAINEWILL receive
HighMobilityArtillery
RocketSystem,orHI-
MARS,which ismounted
ona truckandcancarrya
containerwithsix rock-
ets. Thesystemcan
launchamedium-range
rocket,which is thecur-
rentplan,but is alsoca-
pableof firinga longer-
rangemissile, theArmy
TacticalMissileSystem,
whichhasa rangeof
about300kmand isnot
partof theplan.
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US to send precision rockets to Ukraine
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GOLD
`50,509

RUPEE
` 77.52/USD

OIL
$118.31

SILVER
`60,834

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofMay31

MAYCOLLECTIONTOPS`1.4LAKHCRFORTHIRDSTRAIGHTMONTH

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JUNE1

GROSSGOODSand Services Tax
(GST)collectionsrose44percent
year-on-yeartoRs1,40,885crore
inMay(forsalesinApril),reflect-
ing improved economic activity,
enforcement actions andhigher
inflation, data released by the
FinanceMinistryshowed.
The GST collections had

recordedthehighest-everlevelof
Rs1.68lakhcroreintheprevious
month for year-end sales in
March.Thisisthefourthtimethe
monthly GST collections have
crossed Rs 1.40 lakh croremark
since inception of GST and third
monthinarowsinceMarch2022.
GSTcollections inMay2021had
stoodatRs97,821crore.“Thecol-
lection in the month of May,
whichpertains tothereturns for
April,thefirstmonthofthefinan-

cial year, has always been less
thanthatinApril,whichpertains
tothereturnsforMarch,theclos-
ingofthefinancialyear.However,
it isencouragingtoseethateven
in themonth of May 2022, the
grossGSTrevenueshavecrossed
theRs1.40 lakhcroremark,” the
Ministrystatementsaid.
Total number of e-way bills

generated inApril 2022were at
7.4 crore, 4 per cent less than7.7
crore e-way bills generated in

March2022, itsaid.
Revenues from import of

goodswere 43 per cent higher
andtherevenuesfromdomestic
transactions(includingimportof
services)were44percenthigher
than the revenues from these
sources during the samemonth
lastyear.
Experts said actions against

tax evaders including efforts in
auditsandanalyticshelpedpush
thegrowthinGSTcollections.
MSMani, partner, Deloitte

Indiasaid, “Thestabilitydemon-
stratedbyGSTcollectionsexceed-
ingRs1.4lakhcroreoverthepast
threemonths isagood indicator
ofthegrowthoftheeconomyand
ties inwiththeothermacroeco-
nomic indicators including the
GDPnumbers.Significantefforts
in audits and analytics have also
ledtoadriveagainsttaxevaders,
inculcatingataxcompliancecul-
ture.Thereductionincollections

compared with the previous
monthswasexpectedasthecol-
lectionsforMarch,beingthelast
monthof the fiscal year, haveal-
ways been more than other
monthsof theyear.”
ICRA chief economist Aditi

Nayar said thehighyear-on-year
growthreflectsthelowbaseofthe
secondwave. “Nonetheless, the
May2022GSTcollectionsare ro-
bustcomparedtotheQ4FY2022
trends,benefitingfromimproved
compliance,marketsharegainsby
theorganisedsectoraswellasthe
transmissionofhighercommod-
itypricesintooutputprices.Given
thetrendsforApr-May2022,and
the anticipation of a sustained
healthymomentumofactivity in
absenceofanotherwaveofCovid
andmajordisruptions,weexpect
theCGSTinflowsinFY23toexceed
theBElevelbyRs1.15trillion,help-
ingabsorbapartofthehighersub-
sidybill,”shesaid.

BRIEFLY
FactoryPMIup
Mumbai: Themanufactur-
ing sector expanded in the
month of May and ‘sus-
tained strong growth’ de-
spitehistoricallyhigh infla-
tion, according to a survey.
TheseasonallyadjustedS&P
GlobalIndiaManufacturing
PurchasingManagers’Index
(PMI)wasat54.6inMay,lit-
tle-changed from 54.7 in
April. It said factory output
wasboostedby jump in in-
ternational orders, which
was the highest in over 11
years, since April 2011, the
surveysaid.

SebiMember
Mumbai:AshwaniBhatiaon
Wednesdaytookchargeasa
Whole-timememberofthe
Securities and Exchange
Boardof India(Sebi).Bhatia
was previously the
ManagingDirectorofSBI.

SBIGenInsurance
Mumbai: SBIGeneralInsura-
nceWednesdayunveiledits
newhealth insuranceverti-
cal. The company aims to
leveragetheexpansivefoot-
printandnetworkof itspar-
ent companySBI to further
entrenchhealth insurance
penetration inTier 3 and4
marketsacrossIndia.ENS

RelianceBrands
NewDelhi:RelianceBrands
Ltd(RBL)willacquire40per
cent in Italy-based Plastic
Legno’s toymanufacturing
businessinIndia.PTI

NFLturnover
New Delhi: National
FertilizersLimited(NFL)has
achieved “highest ever”
turnover of Rs 15,857 crore
andreportedprofitaftertax
(PAT) of Rs 108 crore on a
standalone basis in FY22,
saidastatement.ENS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE1

THEINSURANCERegulatoryand
DevelopmentAuthority of India
(Irdai) onWednesday extended
the“UseandFile”proceduretoall
healthinsuranceproducts, facil-
itating faster customer access to
healthpolicies.
Allcategoriesofproductsand

add-ons or riders to be intro-
ducedormodifiedorrevisedun-
der health insurance business
andofferedbygeneralandhealth
insurancecompaniesarepermit-
ted tobe launchedthrough“Use
andFile”,Irdaisaidinacircularto
theCEOsofinsurancecompanies.
Healthportfoliohasemerged

asthebiggestsegmentinthegen-
eral insurance categorywith a
premium income of Rs 73,582
crore in FY22, a rise of 25.39 per
cent.Underthe“UseandFile”sys-
tem, insurers are permitted to
marketproductswithoutthereg-
ulator’s prior approval, thus
avoiding a longerwaiting dura-
tion inoffering innovative insur-
ancesolutionstocustomersinor-
der tohelp address thedynamic
environment. However, in the
“FileandUse”system,aninsurer,
whowishes to introduce a new
product,hastofileanapplication
fortheproductwiththeIrdaiand
use the product for sale in the
market only after getting all the
regulatoryapprovals.
“The board approved policy

shallalsocomplywiththenorms
specified herein and the same
shall be complied at thepoint of
launchingtheproductsormodi-
fication or revision of the prod-
ucts. The ProductManagement
Committeeof theinsurershould
ensure compliance to the policy
of theboardwhile signingof the
newproductsormodificationof
products,” Irdaisaid.
Tapan Singhel,MDandCEO,

Bajaj AllianzGeneral Insurance,
said, “the proactive initiative by
Irdaiwillprovidesomenecessary
mechanisms to insurance com-
panies who wish to bring out
more innovative products in the

market at a faster frequency.”
Customershavetheopportunity
to choose fromaplethora of in-
surance products that best suits
theirneedsandthussecuretheir
lives against any exigencies,
Singhelsaid.
Insurers should file the pro-

posednameof theproduct,date
of approval by Product
Management Committee and
they should obtain the UIN.
“Thereafter, insurers should file
the product alongwith all other
with theauthoritywithin7days
oflaunchoftheproduct,”thecir-
cularsaid.
Insurers should ensure that

theproductpricingisviable,self-
sustainableandaffordabletothe
targetedmarket. The revision in
theprice,ifany,shouldbeeffected
only based on the underlying
claims experience (Incurred
Claims Ratio) and tomake the
product viable and self-sustain-
able.Insurersshoulddisclosethe
rationale for revision in price
alongwith theunderlying claim
experience (ICR) of the product
that lead to the revision in the
priceintheirwebsite.
If optional covers or add-ons

are offeredwith very low pre-
miumrates giving an indication
thatcoverage isnotmaterialun-
der the said add-on or optional
cover,Insurersareadvisedtocon-
sidersubsumingsuchadd-onsor
optionalcoversintobasecoverof
theproduct, Irdaisaid.
Pricingoftheproductsoradd-

ons shouldbebasedon thegen-
erally accepted actuarial princi-
ples. The premium rates should
appropriatelyreflectthebenefits,
terms and conditions of the un-
derlyingproductsoradd-onsand
shouldnotbediscriminatory.

HDFC, PNB, ICICI Bank hike lending rates
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE1

HDFC Ltd, PunjabNational Bank
(PNB) and ICICI Bank on
Wednesday announced an in-
creaseintheir lendingrates.
HDFChas increased itsRetail

Prime Lending Rate (RPLR) on
housingloans,PNBandICICIBank

have announced a hike in their
marginalcost-basedlendingrates
(MCLR), leadingtoanincreasein
EMIs forborrowers.Theupward
revision in rateswill essentially
lead to an increase in EMIs for
borrowers. This is the third time
HDFC has hiked its RPLR in the
last onemonth. InMay it hiked
ratestwiceforatotalof35bps.
The Reserve Bank of India

hikedthereporate—atwhichit
lends short-term money to
banks—by0.4percentto4.4per
cent. HDFC hiked the RPLR on
housing loans by 5 basis points.
The rate on home loans up to
Rs30 lakhwill be 7.15 per cent
(7.10 per cent for women) and
7.40 per cent for loans between
Rs30lakhandRs75lakh.
PNBsaid that it has raised its

marginalcostoffunds-basedlend-
ing rateby15basispointsor0.15
percentacrossalltenures.
ICICIBankalsorevisedthemar-

ginal costof funds-based lending
ratewitheffect fromJune1,2022,
according to itswebsite. Bankof
Indiaalso raisedmarginal costof
funds-basedlendingrateonsome
tenorfromJune1. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JUNE1

NITI AAYOG Chief Executive
Officer Amitabh Kant on
WednesdaysaidAadhaarhasbe-
come the “bedrock” for the gov-
ernment’swelfare schemes and
has savedoverRs2 lakhcrore to
thegovernmentby “eliminating
fakeandduplicateidentities”.He
also called Aadhaar one of the
“most successful” biometric-
based identity programmes in
theworld,which has prompted
deliberations and discussions
withglobalmultilateralagencies.
“It is remarkable how 315

Central Schemes and 500 state
schemesare leveragingAadhaar
to ensure effective delivery of
services ... Aadhaar has nowbe-
come the bedrock for govern-
mentwelfareschemes,ensuring
faster benefit transfers ... saving
Rs 2.22 lakh crore rupees to the
government by eliminating fake
and duplicate identities,” Kant
said at a workshop on ‘Recent
Initiatives for Simplifying
Aadhaarusage’. Full reporton

www.indianexpress.com

Car sales race past pre-Covid levels
VARUNSINGH
NEWDELHI,JUNE1

DESPITE THE semiconductor
shortageandproductioncuts,pas-
sengervehiclesalesstagedagood
recoveryinMaywiththecountry’s
topthreemanufacturersregister-
inghighervolumescompared to

the samemonth in2019,which
wasnon-pandemicyear.
MarutiSuzuki India’s sales in

the domesticmarket during the
monthwas 3 per cent higher at
124,474 units than the same
month in 2019. HyundaiMotor
India saw its sales almost flat at
42,293unitsduetomaintenance
shutdownatitsplantsforsixdays

duringthemonth.
The company lost its second

spot in terms of sales to the
resurgent Tata Motors,which
sawa298percentjumpinsales
at 43,341 units. This is the sec-
ond time in the last sixmonths
that TataMotors has overtaken
Hyundai in terms of monthly
volumes.FE

PRANAVMUKUL
&MIHIRMISHRA
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

INANattempt to bring in ef-
ficiencyinitsfunctioning,Tata
Group-owned Air India has
announcedavoluntaryretire-
ment scheme (VRS) for per-
manentemployees,whohave
completed55years of ageor
20 years of continuous serv-
icewiththeairline.Thismove
will help the airline let go
about3,000employees.
Additionally, for some

cabin crew, clerical and un-
skilled staffers, theVRSeligi-
bility age has been relaxed
from55yearsto40years.“An
ex-gratiaamountwill alsobe
provided to the aforemen-
tionedemployees,whoapply
for Voluntary Retirement
from1stJune2022to31stJuly
2022 as a one-timebenefit,”
according to anorder signed
byAir India chief human re-
sources officer Suresh Dutt
Tripathi dated June 1.
However,thereisnosuchpro-
visionforpilots,andasairlines
expand,thereisgrowingneed
forpilots.OnMonday,AirIndia
saidithasinvitedapplications
from its employeesup to age
of 40 having current Airbus
A320 endorsement for the
postofseniortraineeco-pilots.
“Furthertoabove,employ-

eeswho apply for Voluntary
Retirementbetween1st June
and30th June2022,will also
receiveanadditionalincentive
over andabove theEx-Gratia
amount,”theordersaid.
The order added that the

VRShas beenoffered toper-
manentemployeesofAirIndia
asperthe“existingapplicable
service regulations/standing
ordersofAirIndia”.Asperthe
disinvestmentconditions,the
TataGroup cannot layoff Air
Indiaemployeesforaperiodof
oneyearfromthedateoftrans-

actionclose,andcanofferVRS
inthesecondyear.AirIndiahas
12,085 employees — 8,084
permanentand4,001contrac-
tual. In addition, its low-cost
arm, Air India Express has
1,434. As of October, govern-
ment had said about 5,000
permanent employeeswere
expectedtoretireover5years.
Theairline,undergovern-

mentcontrol,hadbeentrying
to offer VRS since over a
decade,butwithmarginal-to-
no success. In 2011,when its
annualwagebillwas roughly
Rs 3,600 crore, a Group of
MinistersledbythelatePranab
Mukherjeehadasked tooffer
anattractiveVRS,whichwould
be inpart fundedby thegov-
ernment. Though the plan
never saw the light of day, it
hadaimedattakingoffatleast
4,000 staff off company rolls,
withcostofuptoRs400crore.
In 2009,when the airline

triedtocutitsstaffwagebill,it
hadtofaceaweek-longstrike
from its pilots, ground staff
andotherworkers. The 2011
planwas finally approved in
July2012, aspart ofwhichall
permanent staffwhohad till
thenservedfor15yearsorhad
attained40yearsof agewere
to be given the VRS option.
However,itwasshelvedbythe
government in January2014,
citinghighattritionrateandits
disinclinationtoprovidecom-
mittedfundstoAirIndia.
Three years later, in 2017,

reportsofAirIndiadrawingup
anotherVRSbeingplannedto
offervoluntarybuyoutstojust
over a thirdof its 40,000em-
ployeesresurfaced.

SECTORWATCH
AVIATION

‘USEANDFILE’ SYSTEM

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JUNE1

THE DEPARTMENT of
Telecommunications (DoT) has
set upa committee to study the
feasibilityofaspectrumbandfor
offering broadcast services di-
rectly to users’ smartphones, a
senior official said. Public serv-
ice broadcaster Prasar Bharati
had last year announced a col-
laborationwithIITKanpurtotest
thefeasibilityof thetechnology,
called‘Direct-to-Mobile’(D2M).
“Band526-582MHzisenvis-

aged to work in coordination
withbothmobileandbroadcast
services. DoT has set up a com-
mittee to study this band,” said
K Rajaraman, Secretary, DoT,
while speaking at a conclaveon
“Direct-to-Mobile & 5G
Broadband Convergence
RoadmapforIndia”organisedby
IIT Kanpur and Telecomm-

unications Standards Develop-
ment Society, India (TSDSI). At
themoment, the band is being
used by the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting
across the country for TV
transmitters.
The technology is being ne-

cessitatedonaccountof increas-
ing internet penetration in the
country, with smartphones be-

coming the primary mode of
contentconsumption.Oneofthe
usecasesof theD2Mnetworkis
itsabilitytoconvergewithtradi-
tionalmobilenetworksandpro-
videadditionaldatapipestothe
mobileoperatorwhichcanhelp
decongest their network from
heavybandwidthconsumption
duringpeak trafficperiods.
Information and

BroadcastingMinistrySecretary
ApurvaChandrasaidtheconver-
gence between S2M and 5G
broadband will improve con-
sumptionofbroadbandandutil-
isation of spectrum in India.
However, he pointed out that a
mass roll out of the technology
willentailinfrastructureandreg-
ulatorychanges.
Prasar Bharati CEO Shashi

Shekhar Vempati said Indian
consumersdonotwant“silos”of
hardware in theirhomes.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

DoT panel to study direct
broadcast to smartphones

Actions against tax
evaders including efforts
inauditsandanalyticsalso
helpedpushthegrowthin
GSTcollections.

Actionon
evasion
helpstooE●EX
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Economic activity, higher
prices lift GSTmop-up44%

25-50% SOME
CATEGORIESLIKESOAPS
SAWSUCHPRICEHIKES
OVERTHELASTONEYEAR
BOTHTHROUGHMRP
INCREASESAND
GRAMMAGEREDUCTIONS

4-18%pricehikesin
detergentsinthe

threemonthsfromFebruaryto
April thisyear

DURINGTHESAMETHREE
MONTHS,companies
manufacturingtoothpastesraised
thepricesoftheirproductsby2%-
18%,whilesomeshampoobrands
sawapricehikeofnearly47%

INTHEFOODANDBEVERAGES
SEGMENTaswell,whileedible
oilssawa10-29%pricehike,
noodlessawanincreaseof
10-17%

‘With rise in input costs,
FMCG pack size drops’
As rawmaterial prices soar, FMCG companies are
undertaking price hikes on standard packs via reduction in
pack sizes. This translates into one unit fewer in a pack of
glucose biscuits or less quantity of shampoo in a bottle

CompiledbyENSEconomicBureau
Source:Kotak InstitutionalEquities

BritanniaTigerGlucoseBiscuits(`10)
124gm 100gm ▼24gm

SunfeastBiscuitsGlucose(`5)
38gm 32gm ▼6gm

ParleSaltedKrackjackBiscuits(`10)
83gm 71gm ▼12gm

DoveIntenseRepairShampoo(`1,099)
700ml 680ml ▼20ml

SurfExcelDetergentBar(`10)
95gm 83gm ▼12gm

■OldPackSize ■NewPackSize ▼Change

HOW IT STACKSUP

Government of India, Department of Atomic Energy,
Heavy Water Plant (Kota)

1. e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/CIVIL/2022/408
Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for "Water proofing of various plant
building's roof at Heavy Water Plant (Kota)" by General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Kota), Post:
Anushakti 323303, Via - Kota(Rajasthan) for and On behalf of the President of India, from approved,
eligible and experienced contractors. Estimated cost of work: Rs. 65,91,727/-, EMD. Rs. 1,31,835/-,
Work Completion Time 24 Months.

Tender document can be viewed/downloaded from 03.06.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 17.06.2022 (14:30 hrs). The
last date for online submission of tender is 17.06.2022 (14:30 hrs). The technical bids will be opened on
20.06.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

2. e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/MECH/2022/317
Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for "Assisting in Carrying out
Mechanical Maintenance Jobs of Utility Area of HWPK Plant Site and HWPK Colony WTP" by
General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Kota), Post: Anushakti 323303, Via - Kota(Rajasthan) for and On
behalf of the President of India, from approved, eligible and experienced contractors. Estimated cost of
work: Rs. 62, 41,179/-

Tender document can be viewed/downloaded from 03.06.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 14.06.2022 (14:30 hrs). The
last date for online submission of tender is 14.06.2022 (14:30 hrs). The technical bids will be opened on
16.06.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

3. e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/ELECT/2022/EHTR/102
Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for "Design, Supply and installation of
electrical heat tracing panel, heat tracing distribution junction boxes, electrical heat tracer & its
accessories and thermal insulation on pipe lines" by General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Kota),
Post: Anushakti 323303, Via - Kota(Rajasthan) for and On behalf of the President of India, from
approved, eligible and experienced contractors. Estimated cost of work: Rs. 34,65,132/-, EMD. Rs.
69,303/-, Work Completion Time 04 Months.

Tender document can be viewed/downloaded from 03.06.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 17.06.2022 (16:00 hrs).
The last date for online submission of tender is 17.06.2022 (16:00 hrs). The technical bids will be opened
on 24.06.2022 at 15:00 hrs

The detailed NIT and Tender Documents are available on the website
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for free to view/download. The detailed NIT can be seen at
website www.hwb.gov.in For further information please contact Telephone no. 01475-
242201/242231/242225, fax -01475- 242203 on all working days.

General Manager
For & on behalf of President of India

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2022-23/5590-5605 Date: 31.05.2022d³fd½fQf Àfc̈ f³ff/2022-23
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fûË IZ d»fE IZ ³ýi/Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS IZ Ad·f¹ffadÂfI e d½f·ff¦fûÔ õfSf ´faªfeIÈ °f E½fa A³fb·f½fe Àfa½fZQI ûÔ ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊ-´fiû¢¹fcS¸fZ³M ´fidIi ¹ff WZ°fb
Afg³f»ffB³f d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` a:

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I , ²fSûWS SfdVf, OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ ½f £ffZ»f³fZ I e °ffSe£f ÀfdW°f Àf¸´fc¯fÊ d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f
½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc ´fS QZJf ªff
ÀfI °ff W`Ü B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f (÷Y.) d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff
SITC work at Medical College & RBM Hospital, Bhartpur (Phase-II).
UBN : RRC2223WSOB00229

419.00
Lakh

BÊ-087/22-23

Remaining Work of ITI Bldg. At Lohawat (Jodhpur)
UBN : RRC2223WSOB00211

251.32
Lakh

Construction work at various places of Medical College, Dholpur.
UBN : RRC2223WSOB00208

3041.00
Lakh

BÊ-089/22-23

Various works in Psychiatry and Radio Therapy Departments at MDM
Hospital Jodhpur. UBN : RRC2223WSOB00219

340.50
Lakh

BÊ-093/22-23

Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e A½fd²f dQ³ffaI 30.05.2022 ´fif°f: 09.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 20.06.2022 Àff¹fa 06.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

TENDER NOTICE NO. 02/2022-2023
Sealed bids are invited in Two Part for (a) Laptops (b) Compute
Servers (c)ComputeRackServers.
For details and downloading the tender document please visit
website:

National Centre for Radio Astrophysics
TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH
Savitribai Phule Pune University Campus, Ganeshkhind, Pune - 411 007.

http://www.ncra.tifr.res.in/ncra/ncra1/public-tenders-1

Streamlining ops:
AI offers VRS,
3K staff eligible

AnAir Indiaaircraftat
Chandigarhairport. File

■Underthe“Useand
File”system, insurers
arepermittedto
marketproducts
withouttheregulator’s
priorapproval

THE SYSTEM

Market now, get
nod later: Irdai eases
approval for health
insurance products

NEED FORTECH

■Thetechnology is
beingnecessitatedon
accountof increasing
internetpenetration

File

Kant: Aadhaar
helped govt save
over `2 lakh cr

NITICEOAmitabhKant. File

New Delhi
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ENGLAND NEW Test coach Brendon
McCullum’s stocks have risen somuch in
eightyearsorsothatoneassumeshehasal-
ways been this uber-confident, cool, coura-
geous,swaggeringleader.Hewasn’t. It’sthat
personaltransformationthatoffersEngland
fans greater hope of a revival; that here is a
man intimate with the vulnerabilities in
sportsmen and knowswhat to do to turn
thingsaround.
GoingbythewayhehascoachedKolkata

KnightRiders in the IndianPremier League,
twoeffects canbe expectedby the England
players:noinsecurityandasenseof identity.
Considering England Test team has lacked
both security and identity in recent times -
Stuart Broad and James Anderson were
aghast that they were dropped without
propercommunication-McCullum’sarrival,
combinedwithBenStokes’charisma,willbe
abreathof freshair.
Whether McCullum canmake it last a

long time, as he rides the ebbs and flows in
fortunesofaTestteam,iswhatwillmakehis
stint interesting to track.
Butfirst,astoryaboutvulnerability.Ona

Durbaneveningin2009,whenhewasKKR’s
captain, McCullumwalked away from the
dugout, disconsolate after a stringof losses.
TheircoachJohnBuchananwouldjumpout
oftheshadows,andthrowhishandsoverthe
shoulder in an avuncular gesture of conso-
lation.Moments later, a sombreMcCullum,
lookinglikealostpuppy,wouldtellthepress
packthathewantedtoquit thecaptaincy. “I
havefounditdifficult todelivermessagesto
theteamwithouthavingindividualperform-
ances tostackup,”hewouldsay.
Sixyears later,ontheeveningbefore the

2015 ODIWorld Cup final in Melbourne,
Buchananhad lookedbackat thatmoment.
“When things weren’t going his way, he
wantedtostepaway.Itoldhimthat’snotthe
best thing to do, not for himself or for the
team. I think hewanted to hear that from
me,”Buchananhadtold thisnewspaper.
“McCullumisapassionateandemotional

person.Heisarealcompetitor,acheekysort
of a guy. Now I think he has learnt how to
controlhisemotionsandusethemtohisad-
vantage,” Buchananhad identified the trig-
ger for thepositive change. “Hehasbeen so
aggressiveasacaptain.”
McCullum’s greatest achievementwas-

n’taboutbattingfearlesslyatthetoporeven
placingattacking fieldsorbeinggung-ho in
how he would often bowl out his strike
bowlerswithin 30overs in pursuit ofwick-
ets in anODI. The greater achievementwas
that he convinced his teamof that philoso-
phy. He didn’t have to drag them along to-

wardshisvision.
Duringthat2015WorldCup,ontheside-

linesofaNewZealandtourismevent,former
skipperStephenFlemingopeneduponwhat
hethoughtwasMcCullum’sbesttrait.“Look,
to place three or four slips in an ODI is one
thing—itdoestakecourage-buttoconvince
yourentire teamthat this is theway togo is
entirelyadifferentmatter.”
Byall accounts,McCullumseemstobea

fabulousinspiringleader.Once,whenhewas
with KKR, Dinesh Karthik had raved about
McCullum in a chat on Ravichandran
Ashwin’sYouTubechannel.
“Hewasarevolutionarycaptain. Inevery

generation, there will be some cricketers
whochangethegame.Ithinkhechangedthe
way the gamewas played…playingwith a
smile.Hiswasthegreatestleadershipanyin-
ternational teamhad seen. His style of play
was so different. Hewould finish the strike
bowlerswithin,say,30overs.TrentBoultwill
get bowled out. He changed the game. And
when you hear him speak, it’s fabulous,”
Karthikwouldsay.

■■■

“When the horses fan around the last
bendandtheyallkindof fanout,atthatmo-
ment,youarenotsure(what’sgoingtohap-
pen) but there is a chance, hope. You think
aboutwhenyouboughtthathorse,sawhow
itwalked, how it looked, you saw the pedi-
greepaper, put yourhandupandbought it.
You thenprepare for three-fouryears. Then

at thatmoment (in the last lap of the race),
that thrill itgivesyou…OnlytimeIhaveex-
perienced it outside cricket is in horse rac-
ing.”
Last year, in a New Zealand docu-series

Beyondthewinningpost,McCullumopened
uponhisotherpassion:horses.Suchwashis
passion thathequit city life andmoved toa
smalltownnamedMatamatatostartafarm.
Inthatshow,hetakesthehostaroundhis10-
acre farm, shows some of his 10-15 race-
horses, and talks lovingly and passionately
about them. Onewas a 10-year old horse
fromAustralia, a famous racing horse that
was once sold for amillion dollars, he says,
and thatwas injuredandavailable for6000
dollarswhenhebought it.
He tells thestoryaboutgrowingupnear

ahorse-racingtrackinDunedinwhichincul-
cated the love for thoroughbreds in him. “I
wasn’t handson,more abouthaving apunt
on.”Hemadesomemoneyandthenthought
“willhaveashareofaracehorseandhewon
someraces”.
Later,aco-passengeronaplanesawhim

reading the horse results and casually told
him he should meet up with her brother
Mark Chittick, who owns theWaikato stud
-andMcCullumwouldgallopintotheequine
world. Around10yearsback,McCullumhad
moreambitiousplansforhishorses.Hehad
starteda firmVernair, andwanted tohavea
racingsyndicatearoundtheworld.Thatdid-
n’t takeoff ashehadplannedbuthishorses
still race,hesays, in thecountry.Alongwith
Fleming, he was also involved in the New

Zealandmeat and wine business, getting
theminto the Indianmarket.

■■■

For some time now, his life has been
about horses and some T20 coaching. But
now,itwilltakeabigleapforwardasEngland
have invested inhimtosteer theirTest side.
With the left-field choices of RobKey as di-
rector of cricket andMcCullum as coach,
England seem to bemoving towardsmen
who can make them bolder, infuse fresh
thoughtandcharacter.
The storyof howaTestmatch in2013 in

which they were shot out for 45 turned
thingsaroundforMcCullum,theleader,has
beenwelldocumented.
An evening of introspectionwith coach

Mike Hesson, currently Royal Challengers
Bangalore’s coach,madehimconclude that
theteam"wereseenasarrogant,emotional,
distant,up-ourselvesanduninterestedinour
followers.We concluded that, individually
andcollectively,welackedcharacter.Thekey
for all of uswas the teamhad no ‘soul’.We
werefullofblusterandsoftasputty,”hesaid
inhisMCCColinCowdreyMemoriallecture.
TheEnglandestablishmentobviouslyfeel

thattheirTestteam‘collectivelylackcharac-
ter’. IfMcCullumcan infusea senseof iden-
tityinthem,andlethisfellowNewZealand-
born Stokes ensure that it organically flows
throughtheirgame,his jobwouldbedone.
EnglandvsNewZealand,1stTest,3:30PM,
Liveon:SonySportsNetwork.

CoachBrendonMcCullumandfastbowler JamesAndersonontheeveof the first
TestagainstNewZealandat theLord’scricketground.Reuters

McCullumchangedthewayKiwisplayedandwill trytobringasimilar identitytotheEnglandTestteam

Revolutionary, visionary Rookies landing on
the podium good sign
for Indian hockey
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE1

ATHIRD-STRING Indian sidewith 10debu-
tants, thatwasmanagedbyarookiecoach-
SardarSingh-andbegan its campaignwith
anunderwhelmingdrawandamorale-sap-
ping defeat, somehow fought its way onto
thepodiumat theAsiaCup.
Led by captain Birendra Lakra, India put

upa solid defensiveperformance todefend
a1-0leadformostofthematchtobeatJapan
andwinthebronzemedalatthecontinental
championship. Compared to the previous
editionin2017,whenIndiawonthetitle,this
mayseemlikeadropinperformanceif taken
at face value. But in reality, thiswill assume
asmuchsignificance, if notmore.
Afterall,noneof theplayersfromthe33-

men core group were part of this side.
Instead, this was a hastily-formed team,
comprisingjuniorIndiainternationalsapart
from some national team discards, others
whohadimpressedatthenationalchampi-
onships and a couple of retired stars who
were forced tomakeacomeback.
Thisbunchwasassembledwith the idea

to take part in the Commonwealth Games
nextmonth,withthemainteamfocusingon
theAsianGames.With theAsiadnowpost-
poned,itlookslikelythatallofthemwillhead
toBirminghamastheyhavegivenagoodac-
countof themselves, forcing the teamman-
agementtotakenoteof theirperformances.
Sardar, too, successfully changed the

mindsetoftheteam,whichlookeddisjointed
and indisciplined in the firstmatch against
Pakistan but grew as the tournament pro-
gressed to become strong defensively and
dangerousontheattack.BJKariappa,whois
the junior India coach, handled the dugout
withSardar,but itwastheformerIndiacap-
tainwho seemed to be callingmost of the
shots during matches, making tactical
tweaks, barking instructions from the side-
linesandputtinghisarmaroundtheplayers
afterdefeat.
These facets of Sardar’s coaching style

wereondisplayonWednesdaywhen India
edgedoutJapanbyonegoal.Histeambegan
thematchcautiouslyandheldpossessionin
midfield. Karthi Selvam, one of the debu-
tants, linked up well along with another
rookie,VishnukantSingh,intheopeningex-
changes.Then,intheseventhminute,Uttam
Singh–whowasoneof thestandout Indian
players in the JuniorWorld Cup last year –
made an impressive run on the right to set
uphisunder-21teammateRajKumarPalin-
side the circle. Pal slotted the ball home to
give Indiaa1-0 lead.

After that strike, Japan – who were in
Jakartawith their full-strength squadgiven
that the 2023World Cup qualificationwas
at stake for them–beganexertingpressure
withtheirquick interplayandwonback-to-
back penalty corners. But first rusher
Yashdeep Siwach denied themon both oc-
casions. In the second half, India discard
DipsanTirkey,thetournament’sthird-high-
est scorerwith five goals, showed alertness
todealwithdangerousballsplayed into the
Indian ‘D’.
AlongwithLakraandSiwach,hedidwell

to keep the Japanese attackers at bay even
thoughtheywonastringofpenaltycorners
in the last two quarters and ensured India
finishedonthepodium.
AfteradisappointingoutingintheAsian

Champions Trophy and sufferingmixed re-
sultsintheProLeague,theperformanceover
the lastweekin Jakartawillpleasetheteam
management.
Chief coach Graham Reid has used the

post-Olympics period to experimentwith
playersandtactics,atrendthatislikelytocon-
tinueforafewmorematchesuntilhesettles
on the core group for theWorld Cup,which
willbeheldinBhubaneswarandRourkela. If
theperformanceat theAsiaCup is anything
togoby,Reidwillhavealargepoolofplayers
tochoosefromcomeJanuary.

London: James Anderson and Stuart
Broad, themost prolific wicket-tak-
ers inEnglishTesthistory,will return
to the team for the firstmatch of the
three-TestseriesagainstNewZealand
startingThursdayatLord's.Therewas
alsoanewfacealongsidethetwovet-
eranswhen the teamwasnamedon
Wednesday,withMatthewPotts se-
lected for his debut to complete the
lineupof seamers.
The39-year-oldAndersonand35-

year-oldBroadweredropped for the
recent tourof theWest Indiesbut re-
turn at the first time of asking under
new captain Ben Stokes and head
coachBrendonMcCullum.Englandis
withoutaslewofpacebowlersdueto
injury,withJofraArcher,MarkWood,
Chris Woakes, Olly Stone, Saqib
Mahmood andMatt Fisher among
thosesidelined.AP

Anderson, Broad
named in Playing XI

AyoungIndianteambeat Japan1-0to
winbronzeat theAsiaCup.Hockey India

Thisbunchwasassembledwith
the ideatotakepart inthe
CommonwealthGamesnext
month,withthemainteam
focusingontheAsianGames.

CROSSWORD4756

ACROSS
1 Permitbadbehaviour?
(7)

5 Hehasatrying job
(5)

8 Deigningtobegracious
(13)

9 Justone line fromaletter
(5)

10 Widelyusedwaytostudy
construction(7)

11 Runsoutof lighters
(6)

12 Sortof daggerwitharough
edge(6)

15 Wedoturnoutafterall - it’s
not forbidden(7)

17 Theyareused forholdingcoal
fires (5)

19 The last joboneaimsforona
racecourse (9,4)

20 Girlback inOriental island(5)
21 Expertput todeathby
direction(7)

DOWN
1 They’renot thekeypartsof
firearms(5)

2 Danny’scarails?Maybehe
should fly there
(6,7)

3 Endfuelblendingas required
(7)

4 Companyguard(6)
5 Wild jaunt for those inpower
(5)

6 Where to findmotoristson
course? (7,6)

7 Signedupinpreparation fora
match?(7)

11 Dishonestwaytoacquirepiece
of ridinggear (7)

13 Aship forexamplewith first-
ratemissile (7)

14 Acknowledges it’smadto
change(6)

16 Atract forspendthrifts (5)
18 Fedupwithdateshavingtobe
rearranged(5)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr20)
You've got tobe
careful not to cause
offence, but you
must also saywhat

you think, for younever know
whenyouwill have the chance
again. Also, do realise that, in
the long run, youmust act in
accordwithyour true inner
nature. Youmay thereforehave
todisregardwhatpeople say.

TAURUS (Apr21 -May21)
Youmaynowbegin
towonder if you
haveoverlooked
oneor two facts. I

thinkyouhave, sodon’t
commit yourself to anew
decisionor opinionuntil next
week.One thingyoucanbe
sureof is yourdreams, and
whenall else fails you still have
avisionof abetterworld.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Mars is very firm in
its insistence that a
partner or business
associatemust

settle adebt of honour. It is not
your fault that otherpeople
have lostmoney, or been
ripped-off or short-changed. If
you candoone thing thisweek
then it’s to get others to
recognise that things canonly
get better.

CANCER (June22 - July23)
I knowthat you
haveput onabrave
face, but if thepast
fewweekshave

taught youanything it is that in
future youmustbemore
honest and speak fromyour
heart. If otherpeoplebehave
badly, then theymust be told. If
they take anynotice is another
matter.

LEO (July24 -Aug23)
Agoodgeneral, they
say, never goes into
battleunless victory
is assured. In some

respects theodds are
stackedagainst you. This is
probablyquite a good thing, for
if youare stopped inyour
tracks youwill be forced to
thinkagain and smartenup
your act.

VIRGO(Aug24 - Sep23)
You’renow ina
relatively
prosperousperiod,
onewhenyou

should checkuponall joint
commitments.Hopefully
you’ve takenall the right
advice andhave turneda
potential loss into ahealthy
profit. Bear inmind that there
maybea conflict of interest
betweenyourdesires anda
partner’s needs.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct23)
Youcan’t always
lookat life seriously,
so take someof
today’s

developmentswithapinchof
salt, for not everything is as it
seems. Youmaysoondiscover
thatdevelopments in your
public affairswill go a longway
towards increasing thequality
of your life.

SCORPIO (Oct24 -Nov23)
It’s true that other
people are full of
themselves, but
partners arebarking

up thewrong tree if they
imagine they canout-smart or
out-manoeuvreyou. Even if
youpretend to agreewith
them, youwill nevertheless
maintainyourownattitudes
andopinions.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Hopefully youwill
nowbegin to realise
thatpartners,
colleagues andclose

companions are entitled to
havea say in joint financial
arrangements. If youare
thinkingof teamingupwith
someone inapotentially
profitable venture then the
best choicemaybea female
relation.

CAPRICORN(Dec23 - Jan20)
Youmust try to
avoid any further
disruption. The
emphasis should

swingverymuch towards co-
operationandcompromise,
even if youdo feel that
someone is getting away scot-
free. In anyevent, an individual
whohaswrongedyoumay
shortlymakeamends.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
Your sole aimand
prioritymustbe to
arrangeyour
monetary affairs in

suchamanner that youbenefit
otherpeople aswell as
yourself. There are two
possibilities around themiddle
of theday: either you’ll
voluntarily give something
awayor you’ll lose it. In other
words, are yougoing to jump,
orwill youwait tobepushed?

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
Your sensitive
nature canmake
you stronger than
others, but it can

alsomakeyouvulnerable. You
will be increasinglyprepared
to standup for yourself and
ignoreotherpeople’s petty
complaints, and if you steer a
sensible course thenyour
reputation canonlybenefit.
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DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Nature,tobe____,mustbeobeyed.-FrancisBacon(9)

SOLUTION:OASES,CLINK,LEADED,SUMMON
Answer:Nature,tobecommanded,mustbeobeyed.-FrancisBacon

SSAEO AEELDD

IKLCN NOSUMM

SolutionsCrossword4755:Across:1Lager,8Shindigs,9Tie-up,10Pretence,11
Sepia,12Ada,16Stones,17Macaws,18Sty,23Toils,24Handover,25Annoy,26
Founders,27Gross.Down: 2Anisette,3Esurient,4Shared,5Knits,6Liens,7
Ashen,12Ass,13Amy,14Schooner,15Swallows,19Theory,20Shift,21Endup,
22Words.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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EASYCWG BADMINTON DRAW
Defending champions India will have an easy entry into the
knockout stage of the badminton event of the
Commonwealth Games as they have been drawn against
Australia, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan in Group 1 of the mixed
team competition. PTI

21

Paris night,Nadal, clay... a never-endingaffair
SpanishgreatbeatsDjokovic6-2,4-6,6-2,7-6 (4) inquarterfinals tomoveastepcloser to14thchampionshipand22ndmajor

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
PARIS, JUNE1

RAFAELNADALinsistshecan'tknowforsure
whetheranymatchatRolandGarrosmight
behisvery lastataplacehe loves,aplacehe
is loved. For now, if he keepswinning and
keepsperformingthewayhedidduringhis
monumentalquarterfinalvictoryoverlong-
timerivalNovakDjokovicthatbeganinMay
and ended in June, Nadal will have more
chances toplay.
Withamixof brilliant shot-making and

his trademark resilience,Nadal got past the
top-seeded defending French Open cham-
pionDjokovic 6-2, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (4) tomove
astepclosertohis14thchampionshipatthe
clay-courtGrandSlamtournamentandwhat
would be a 22nd major trophy overall,
addingtorecordsthathealreadyowns. “One
of thosemagicnights forme,"Nadal said.
Foranyoneluckyenoughtobethere, too

—provided theywere able to stay awake—
or even anyone watching from afar. The
matchbeganalittlepast9p.m.Tuesdayand
concludedmore than four hours later, after
1a.m.Wednesday.
“TVdecides,”Djokovicsaidaboutthelate

start. “That's theworldweare living in.”
The bracket said thiswas a quarterfinal,

yes, but it felt like a final, from thequality of
play to the quality of effort, from the antici-
pation that preceded it to the atmosphere
that enveloped it.The onlymissing ingredi-
ent:Therewasnotrophyhandedtothewin-
ner. Nadal turns 36 on Friday, when hewill
face third-seeded Alexander Zverev in the
semifinals.When the subject of Nadal's fu-
turewasbroughtupduringhison-court in-
terview, he smiled. “See you, by theway, in
twodays,”Nadalsaid. “That's theonlything
that I cansay.”
It'll be difficult for anymatch the rest of

theway to live up to this one. Nary a game,
apoint,astrokeor, indeed,astepcamewith

a hint of insouciance. Bothmen gave their
all.Nothingcameeasily.
Nadal's3-0leadinthesecondsetdidhim

no good; Djokovic ended up taking it and
would say later, “I thought, OK, I'm back in
thegame.'”
ButDjokovic's 3-0 lead in the fourthdid

himnogood,eventhoughheservedfor itat
5-3, even standing onepoint from forcing a
fifthtwice.Nadalsavedthosesetpointsand
broke there, then ranawaywith theclosing
tiebreaker, seizinga6-1edgeandandnever
losingfocusafterhisfirstthreematchpoints
went awry. “I lost to a better player today,”
saidDjokovic,whohadwon22sets inarow

until the 49-minute opener against Nadal.
“Hadmychances.Didn'tusethem.That'sit.”
This showdownwas their 59th, more

than any other twomen have played each
other in the Open era. Nadal narrowed
Djokovic'sseriesleadto30-29whileimprov-
ing to8-2againsthis rival atRolandGarros.
Nadal is now 110-3 for his career at the

place. Two of those losses came against
Djokovic, including in last year's semifinals.
Thistime,NadalmadesureDjokovicremains
behindhimintheSlamcountwith20.Nadal
broketheirthree-waytiewithRogerFederer
at that number by capturing the Australian
OpeninJanuary,whenDjokovicwasnotable

toplaybecausehehadnotbeenvaccinated
againstCOVID-19. BeforeNadaladvancedto
his 15th semifinal in Paris, Zverev reached
his second in a row by holding off 19-year-
oldrisingstarCarlosAlcaraz6-4,6-4,4-6,7-
6 (7). “Not really getting easier fromhere,”
ZverevsaidafterputtinganendtoAlcaraz's
14-matchwinningstreak.
The nightcapwas saved for two players

who know each other sowell. The tenden-
ciesandtactics.Themannerismsandmoods.
Soitshouldcomeasnosurprisetheyen-

gaged inpoints so involved, so lengthy—57
of at least nine strokes, with one thatwent
25—thatbeforesomewereconcluded,folks

in the stands would let out a gasp or an
“Aaaah!” or “Awwww!”, drawing rebuking
hissesof “Shhhhh!” in response.
Astimepassedandtheairbecamecolder

—below60degreesFahrenheit(15Celsius)—
Nadal andDjokovic embodied thewords in
clay-colored capital letters in French and
Englishalong the facingof the lower levelof
the arena, attributed to Roland Garros, the
WorldWarI fighterpilot forwhomthefacil-
ity is named: “Victory belongs to themost
tenacious.”
Intheearlygoing,anddownthestretch,

it was Nadal getting the better of the base-
line back-and-forths, pushing and pulling
Djokovic thiswayor that,upandback,until
anopening for a cleanwinnerpresented it-
self. Djokovic reacted to his miscues by
rollinghis eyes, shakinghis heador putting
hispalmsoutasif tosay,“What'sgoingon?”
Nadalshowedzerosignsofbeingslowed

orbotheredonebitbythechronicpaininhis
leftfootthatflaresupeverysooftenandkept
himoff the tour for the lasthalf of 2021and
aroseagainbefore theFrenchOpen.
Nor did Nadal betray a trace of fatigue

from his five-set tussle against No. 9 seed
FelixAuger-Aliassimeinthefourthroundon
Sunday that lasted 4 hours, 21 minutes,
nearlytwiceaslongasDjokovic'smatter-of-
factwin thatday.

Towin against Novak there is only oneway to play, at your best and first point to the last.
RAFAELNADAL, 21-TIMEGRANDSLAMCHAMPION

Afterhis latestwinoverNovakDjokovic,RafaelNadal’sRolandGarrosrecord is110-3.Thethree losseswereagainstSoderling
inthe4thRoundin2009,Djokovic inthequarters in2015andsemifinals in2021.Reuters

NAMITKUMAR
JUNE1

DESPITECONCERNSoverhisdecliningphys-
icality, the disadvantageous night schedul-
ing,andhispreviousrecordagainsthisgreat
rival, Rafael Nadal provided an over-four-
hour-long exhibition in clay-courtmastery
to take downNovak Djokovic and book his
customary spot in the semifinals of the
French Open. The Spaniard did so through
an aggressive strategy from start to finish,
withpreciseexecutionof his tactics.

Nadal’s baseline strategy
His incredible legacy on clay has long

been lauded for his ability to outlast oppo-
nentsfromthebaseline.Butonthisoccasion,
the Spaniard started farmore aggressively
than usual, which allowed him to race to a
6-2, 3-0 lead. During last year’s semifinal,
DjokovictriumphedoverNadalusingangled
crosscourt forehands that exploited any
weaknessesinhisopponent’sbackhand.The
Spaniardwaswaryof that this timethough,
and used plenty of slices and looping back-
hands down-the-line to bring his forehand
back intoplay.
Formost of thematch, and particularly

in the first set,Nadalhithis forehandwitha
lot of precision, particularlywhen hewent
downthe lineor inside-out towardshisop-
ponent’sbackhand.
Djokovic took too long to get out of the

gatesintheencounter,duringwhichtimehe
made several unforced errors and failed to
take advantage of good court positions.
Nadal, however,was tuned in from the get-
go. He had 57 winners compared to
Djokovic’s48.

Djokovic’s strengthened return
After winning just two of the first 11

games in thematch,muchof Djokovic’s re-
setwasdowntohimtargetingNadal’sback-

handmore andmore. As the ball became
heavierwiththecoolernightconditionsset-
ting in, Djokovic stepped up the court and
tooktheballmuchearlier thanhedid inthe
first set, particularlywhile returning.
TheSerbmadeNadalhitmostofhisshots

after the servedeep into thebackhandside,
instantly takingcontrolof therallybydoing
so.Thestrategyworkedverywell inthesec-
ondset, earninghim24returnpoints, eight
break-pointopportunities,andallowinghim
tocomeback fromadouble-breakdeficit to
drawlevel.
AlthoughNadal’s servingwas very con-

sistent in the thirdand fourthsets,Djokovic
usedhis returns toprolongrallies,putaway

anylooseballs,andmaketheSpaniardwork
farharder toholdserve.

Opposite serving show
Djokovic’s serve let himdown formuch

of thematch.
The Serb was struggling to find much

purchaseonwhatisusuallyanextremelyre-
liable first serve, onlymaking it 48 percent
of thetimeinthefirst set,andfailingto land
it onmultiple crucial points. The pacewas
off on his second serves too and resulted in
only42percentpointswon.
In contrast, Nadal had an outstanding

servingday.
The Spaniard was angling first serves

withprecision, and ashas been the case for
much of the tournament, his second serve
wasacrucialasset,clockinganaveragespeed
of 154 km/hwith a success rate of 60 per-
cent.His servealsoplayedahuge role inhis
comeback in the fourth set. Nadal lost just
eightpointsonserve in the fourth, andonly
twoof thosewereonhis secondserve.

Final set turnaround
AfterDjokovic’sresurgenceinthesecond

set, Nadal didwell to take advantage of his
opponent’slapsesandtakethethird6-2.The
matchwas far from a foregone conclusion
though, as Djokovic raced to a 3-0 lead and
eventually served for the set at 5-3. From
there on, Nadal produced some of his best
tennisof thetournamenttoturnthetidehis
way.TheSpaniardwasabletosaveasetpoint
and pile the pressure on Djokovic through
solidreturnsandserves,andtakethesetinto
a tie-breaker.
Heracedintoa6-1leadthere,wherethe

redlining performance of his forehandwas
on full display.While a lot of thematchwas
intense and hinged on tactics, Nadal’s vin-
tage shot-making andmental resilience in
thefinalhalf-hourarewhateventually took
him past the finish line in the marquee
match-up.

March to No.14: How Rafa’s aggressive
groundstrokes and serving toppled Novak

NovakDjokovic triedtotargetNadal’s
backhandandwassuccessful toa
certainextent.Reuters

NUMBERPLATE

57 NumberofwinnersNadalstruck.Djokovichad48.

48 Djokovic’s first servepercentage inthefirst set.

MATCHBOX
DJOKOVIC NADAL
68% First serve 71%
4 Doublefaults 4
4/12 Breakpointswon 7/17
53 Unforcederrors 43
26/41 Netpointswon 22/30
8 Passingshots 18
21 Dropshots 29

Indiatoplay3ODIs,
5T20IsvsWindies;
2gamesinFlorida
New Delhi: The CricketWest Indies
(CWI)andtheBCCIannouncedIndia's
touroftheWestIndieswherethe'Men
in Blue'will play three ODIs and five
T20Is between July 22 and August 7.
TheODIseriesandthreeT20Iswillbe
hostedacrossTrinidadandTobagoand
St Kitts & Nevis, with the final two
T20Is scheduled to be held in Fort
Lauderhill, Florida intheUSA. PTI

Baleconfirms
RealMadridexit
Madrid:GarethBale confirmedhe is
leaving Real Madrid onWednesday,
sayinghewashappytohavefulfilled
hisdreamofplayingwiththeSpanish
powerhouse. The 32-year-old Bale
joined Madrid from Tottenham in
2013. He played on loan with the
English club in2020-21.AP

Pogbatoleave
ManchesterUnited
Manchester: Paul Pogba joined
Manchester United for a world-
recordfee.He'll leavetheEnglishclub
for nothing. United saidWednesday
the Francemidfielder would be de-
partingOldTraffordat theendof the
monthwhenhiscontractexpires.AP

AsianCup:Tangrito
replaceDas
Kolkata:National coach Igor Stimac
named ATK Mohun Bagan mid-
fielder Deepak Tangri as a replace-
ment for Ritwik Das for their Asian
Cup Football qualifiers beginning
hereon June8.Das,whowasnamed
in the 26-member squad for the
friendly against Jordan recently, is
downwithchickenpoxthatnecessi-
tatedthechange. "RitwikDaswasdi-
agnosedwithchickenpoxrecently,so
wehavebrought inDeepakTangrias
his replacement," Stimac said.PTI

BRIEFLY

Swiatek closes in on Serena’s match-win streak
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
PARIS, JUNE1

IGASWIATEKbenefited fromthechairum-
pire's no-call on a double bounce that gave
her a key first-set service break during a
match-alteringfive-gamerunandtheFrench
Open'sNo.1seedmovedintothesemifinals
witha6-3,6-2victoryoverJessicaPegulaon
Wednesday.
Swiatekextendedherwinning streak to

33matches,thelongestontoursinceSerena
Williamswon34 ina rowin2013.
Swiatekwill faceNo.20DariaKasatkina

in onewomen's semifinal Thursday, when
the other will be No. 18 Coco Gauff, an 18-

year-old American, against unseeded
MartinaTrevisan, a28-year-old fromItaly.
OnlySwiatekhaspreviouslyparticipated

in the final four at amajor tournament, los-
ing in the semifinals at theAustralianOpen
in January and taking the title at the 2020
FrenchOpenwhen shewas ranked outside
thetop50."Thisyear it'sa littlebitdifferent,
becauseI'mnotanunderdog,''shesaid,“and
everythinghaschanged,honestly."
Kasatkina beat No. 29 Veronika

Kudermetova6-4,7-6(5)inamatchbetween
twoRussianplayerswhowillnotbeallowed
to compete atWimbledon later thismonth
becauseofthatcountry'sinvasionofUkraine.
Theirswasamistake-filledquarterfinal,with
theplayerscombiningfor75unforcederrors,

50byKudermetova.ThatallowedKasatkina
towin despite coming upwith just 16win-
ners over the course of 165 points. "Itwas a
roller coaster,'' said Kasatkina, who hadn't
reached amajor quarterfinal in four years.
“JusthappywiththewayIstayedonthecourt
anddidn'tputmyself in thesituationwhere
Iwasdisappointedandstuff.Soreallyhappy
withthismentalpart.''
Adayafterher21stbirthday,Swiatekwas

not at her dominant best against the 11th-
seededPegula,a28-year-oldfromNewYork
whose parents own the NFL's Buffalo Bills
andNHL'sBuffaloSabres.
“Getting old, but still fresh,'' Swiatek

wrotewith a silvermarker on the lens of a
courtsideTVcamera.
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