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TELAMGANA STATE
FORMATION DAY

India’s
Youngest State
Is fast becoming
India’s Best State.

It takes a revalutionary leader to turn a young stale
into the next big powerhouse. Under the Hon'ble Chief

Minister 5ri. K. Chandrasekhar Rao, Telangana has
evalved inte one of India’s best in almos! every aspect.
! From being the only state to give 24X7 quality power
: to all sectors, path breaking schemes (ike Rythu
Bandhu and Dalit Bandhu, lo transforming Hyderabad
into ane of the most sought global investmeant
destinations, Telangana has been making huge strides
inta the future, Be it welfare schemes, irrigation,
toan waiver (o farmers, or slrong and fast paced
development across industries, healthcare and safely,
Telangana has ensured that each and every section
of the society grows, along with the state.

Issved by Commissioner, Dept. of Information and Fublic Relations, Govt. of Telangzna.
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TELANGANA,
AN EMERGING
ECONOMIC GIANT

Telangang is'leading India’s grawth stary by exarmpla. Owar The
past 3 years, the GSOP of the staté has grown Tram Re.5,05,849
crores to Bs.11,54 860 crares, with @ phenomanal annual per
caplia income growth rate of 11.7% - the hichest in Socth India.
Tre state grows onlby when every sector grows. The per capita
incame in tha stata has grown egually from B5.71,24,104 1

Rz, 2 T8 B3E, This is one of Indiz’s Tinast examples of growth.

Telangana has-be
mamentum alr

gdse

mare gra

GREATER HYDERABAD
GREATNESS IN THE MAKING

i E Sp———  Hyderabad is fast transforming into the

city of the fulure.

Undér the SROP Scheme, 15 Il:lln'.l-e‘:r 9
Sunderpassas, & B08s/RUBs and &
cable bridge have 1aken shape. 22 qut of
a planned 3% link roads to reach Outas
Ring Road fast. have been completed.
The iconic Durgam Charuvu Cable
Bridge is & testimany ta the sirides
Hydarabad 15 making. The Melre Rail
project is intoits 3rd phase and maving
fast, connecting the city even batter
avery day

MISSION BHAGIRATHA

T1‘:l:_||'|__|:_3{|r'|.'| 1% the anly skate in India 5.|,:|:-;:I','i||g chean, sale 1!|||'|'r:||1[; waalier 1o avery hoosehold
across the stata. Missian Bhagiratha has a pipeling length excesding 2.00,000 km. Taday,
Telangana has meda history by being a completely fluoride-irea stata,

TELANGANA STATE,
THE “POWER HOUSE”

Telangana feday provides @4 undnterrupted power 1oall the
234 saclors across the slale, The inslalled povar capatity
nio stands at 17,234 MW, with £ 577 MW coming fraom Solar
Pawer. The eleciricity wsage in Talanganais the highest in
thiee counteg, Wil nea and massive projects coming up tast,
Telanganz is set to be a stale with excess power.

MAKING GREEN TELANGANA:
HARITHA HAARAM

Haritha Hagram is the world's third largest effort to increase

SAFETY AND SECURITY

Hyderabad isane of the safest cities in India.
Weedless toosay, it'is fast becoming one af tha best
internalional investmenl destinalions

graan cover, Wilha targel of 33% forasl caver across tha siate,
'.I'-:_:I:_lng:_u':._: las madi I'||.|r_'|c sirides 1owards tha aiyective, With
243 crore saplings planted at a cost of Rs.8.816 crores, 12,63
Lakh acres fBavo tean reloreslisd ard 10F prban lrests have baan
created, Telangana's green cover has now increased by 7.509%.

The Palice farca has been complately modernized,
willl the Letest technology and vehicles, a 20
storayed command and contral cantar, 9.21 Lakh
COTY camimas and mare, Further, T-l}l;lng;ln._-l':: SHE
Tiams e taken Wormen 5.-'_|f|3~|',' ta thg ekl Lawak,

lagued |'.'|'||' Cammissioner, Dept, of Informatien and Public Retanons, Govt, of Telangani,

rie the investment destination of choice forindis:

Opportunities for youth, to better
administration, progress in every sphere

SURGING INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

With-a sighificant

GROWING SPIRITUALLY
AS WELL

o Sme-f _.-_._::

- a— =

R -

The Telangana Govarrmeant ias pul a huge emghasis on the
diseloprnent and re-dedegment al spiriliml conters aormss the Stale,

The Yadadri terngla is a prine example. Canstructed on 1000 acres,
thie femeple has caplvating Sculpbures andd &0 The Vemulyassda
termpla is nexd bemng developed as a major spivilval cantar,

IRRIGATION
THAT CHANGED
THE FORTUNES

REVOLUTIONARY REFORMS IN
ADMINISTRATION

33 new districts have been formed. Revenue Divisions have basn increasad
friom &2 1a 74, Revenue Mandals increased from 459 10 594, Municipalities
have been increased from 32 1o 139, Carparalians have baendincreasad
from & 1o 13, Police Commissioneraias have been increased from 2 to 9.
Gram Panchayats have been increased trom 8,6%5 to 12,749,

AlTol these imtmtves, Tegether, Qo a long way in bringing the Gosernment
claser ta peopla

New Delhi
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From farmers to pensioners,
development for all

MAKING TELANGANA FARMERS THE REAL HEROES

A REV[II.UTIUN T0 UPLIFT
DALITS: DALIT BANDHU

chrmark for the country, Telangana Governmant
utad the Galit B hi schemea far the upliftment
nwth of the Dalit cormmonity.

. 10 dakhs will ba given to

TELANGANA, CHAMPION
IN EDUCATION

Telangana has the greatest number of residential schools in the
couniny at 973, Each of these imperts guality educetion of

a glabal standard 19 ever & [akh students, secoring our
tamarrow firmly,

Mana Ooru Mana Badi: Under this scheme. all schaals hawa
L4ty IJ|;'|-:_'||.'1|:I-e‘:|;J {5} EIlI;]I.iE.h v, andd asurm of B, 7. 289
crivas bavg been allecatad lar infrasirucluce imperavemanl,

2-BEDROOM HOUSING
PROGRAMME

Telangana 15 1 anly state (e give o
the povarty ling citizens. 2,971,000 houses hava bean approved till
date, with moreon the wey. Those wilh land will be sanctioned
H5.3,00,00 in |:|I1a!_;¢:5. Lo build 1Bair cn ZEHK baemas,

a e ZBEHK barma 16 biilod

FREE POWER: Talangang is 1he only state in Indid o provide
fraa, quality power 24 hours 3 day, to the agriculture sector.

FREE IRRIGATION: It is also the only stabe o provide 2ero cess
on water thraugh various projecis. Further, all unpaid watar
dues have been waived.

RYTHU BIMA: The farmers have baan givan a life insuranca
coverage of Fs.5 lakh. Already 80,641 familias recaived relief
fram the scherme till date.

LOAN WAIVER: £1.44 {akh farmers have bean given alean
weabyer of K5 23,000 crores.

The results of these afforts are astounding. Food grain
praduction hasgrown by 8 times, and Telangana is taday the
leelimg cotbon graducer in the cauntry

This unigue Scheme provides pensicn a the underprivilegsd,

The alderly, widows, single waman, weavers, loddy tappars,
disablad, HIV victimns, beads workars and people suffering from

Elephantliasiz, all benalil with pansians ranging lram
Rs.2014 te R 30706 per manth.

EVERY COMMUNITY FINDS A FUTURE

Sheepherders: 7.3 lakh sheep have been distributed to
shepherds across the state, at & costof [Rs.11,000 crares,

Fighermen: 10,17 lakh lisharman wore given lish worth

Rs 205 crores to starl thair farms. As a resull, gver the past
Byears, the fish astate grew o FBs 25, Y82 crores, immensely
INCrEasing thed’ revenues,

Textile Workers and Weavers: The Kakatwa Toulile Park,
HApparal Park in'Warangal, and Weaving Park in Siricilla wers
started to provide employment and Llivelihood 10 weavars and
textila workers. Laan waivers upta Rs.1 lakh, insurance covar ol
Rs.5 lzkhs and 30% subsidy onthread and chemicals have also
been provided o the communily.,

Teddy Workers: Toddy shaps were reoponed, unpaid Taxes ware
waved, prolaction was provided far acoident and accidental
death ta this community to uplift them. Furthar, the Goud
cornmunity gat 15% reservation on liguor leenses, helping
them sacure thar fulures,

KALYANA LAKSHMI
SHAADI MUBARAK

Undar the scheme, the state gves Rg.1,00,114 to poor girls lor
their weadding expenses. 1144 000 girts have benefittad pndas
this scheme.

FARMERS’ GREATEST FRIEND,
R\'TH_U BANDHU

Talangana has seen unbelievable development al both the
Urigan and Rural levels unheard of in India, with Palle Pragathi
and Pattane Fragathi.

WIEh irrpeius [ Basic anleasiruciure, 5.|gn|rh:.1r|t budget ailacation,
and crealion of new pesls of 9,353 Village Sacrelanies, and
Additioral District Collectors in every district, Rural and Urban
Developrrent hes gathered graat momentunm. Every village now
hagatracior, redley, water Lanker, nuesesy and durmprgard

0f the 20 ranks in “Sansad Adarsh Gram Yajana™, Telangana
villages have sacured 19 ranks. This is & testimany ta the
progress roacla by e rural development progpram,

BETTER
HEALTH
FOR ALL

Far the first time o Incia, Kaptl Yelugu, a

a wnbdgue eyve check-up
program, lestad 1.5 crora peopls #nd provided glasses to

41 lakh pecpla, free of cost. Further, over 13 lakh mothers who
gave Births i Gavernment hospitals were given KER Kits.

Thir kits ineluded Bs 13,000 1ar a baby girl and Rs 12,00 M

a maby boy, along with 14 othier essantials useful for tha baboy,

TELANGANA IS ONE BIG HAPPY COMMUNITY

Whan all the diverse communities benefit together, tha stata itself benafits. In Telangana evaryone finds reasons for happiness.

The Gavernment atficially celebrates Bonalu, Bathukamma, Bamzan and Christmas, prometing comimuenal harmony, 250 anits
of poater Tree dar diveke -:]Im:l.’.. I.'|u||-e!|‘:,' shops andd Nayi Brafumin saleons. BES.8000 manthly reaurmeration for 50000 mams and
Maouzams. Frae clothes distribution on Bathukamma, Ramzan and Christmas.

I=suad by Commissioner, Dapt. af Infarmation and Public Ralations, Govt. of Telangana.
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BOARD ctpucCATION

COURSE-INDIAN SOCIETY OF INT’L LAW

Itis today beyond doubt that international law plays a prominent
role inthe global order. The Indian Society of International Law,
New Delhi through its activities is steering the debate among
young Indian scholars in the field of international law. Its 20th
Summer Course on International Law from 6-17 June 2022 is in-
tending to update the knowledge of Public and Private Interna-
tional Law with specific references to currentissues including
Ukraine and Russia Conflict. Eminent experts in the field of inter-
national law including judges, academicians and Ministry offi-
cials are delivering lectures. The participation is received from all
over Indiaincludes academicians, professionals as well as stu-
dents pursuing or have completed law, political sciences orin-
ternational relations. Registration can be done at

https://www.isil-aca.org/.

FAREWELL-DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL

DAV Public School Sreshtha Vihar recenlty organized the
Farewell Assembly for Class XII Session 2021-2022 .The pro-
gramme began with a special assembly which reverberated with
the sounds of vedic mantras , gayatri mantra and shanti path in-
fusing sanctity, purity and serenity in the air. This was followed by
the Blessing Ceremony. While addressing the students, Principal
Suhasini Kushinder Nath emphasized the need to be sincere,
diligent and perseverant to be successful in whatever they do in
this new phase of their journey of life. She further added that the
school has done its best to develop them holistically and pro-
vided them with the necessary tools skills and values that will
enable themto stand in good stead in every situation.

EEE - B 1]

AWARD-AMITY UNIVERSITY

Nitya Soni, a student of B.Sc (H) Physics Final year, Amity Institute
of Applied Sciences, Shubahnkit Sudhakar, M.Tech, Artificial Intel-
ligence, 1st Year — Amity School of Engineering & Technology,
underthe mentorship of S. Kumar from Amity Innovation Design
Center, have won “Toycathon 2022”, an inter-ministerial initiative
organized by Ministry of Education’s Innovation Cell with the sup-
port from AICTE, for their project N-BRAILLE, a learning device for
the visually-impaired. N-BRAILLE is a cost-effective device ca-
pable of providing education to visually impaired people who are
willing to learn & the team had been working on their idea for the last
1 yralong with Amity Innovation & Design Gentre. Out of lakhs of
ideas, 17,770 ideas were shortlisted in the first round & only 7
ideas were awarded per nodal centre at Grand Finale of Toycathon
Physical edition, N-BRAILLE being one of them.

APPOINTMENT-GGSIPU

The Vice Chancellor of
Guru Gobind Singh In-
draprastha University
Padma Shri Prof. (Dr)
Mahesh Verma has
been appointed as the
new Chairman of cov-
eted University College
of Medical Sciences of
Delhi University. Dr
Verma is also Professor
Emeritus, Maulana Azad
Institute of Dental Sci-
ences, New Delhi. He is
the President of Interna-
tional Association of Dental Research (India) & Vice Chair-
man of World Dental Federation, Geneva, Switzerland and
also Vice Chairman of Science Committee representing In-
dia. Heis also recipient of prestigious Dr B. C. Roy Award in
the field of dentistry. Reacting on the new assignment Dr
Verma said, we will try to elevate this college at new heights
inthe field of medical education.

CELEBRATIONS, EVENTS

FORE Bchoal of Wanagemani

bralem
:xu Convocation Bid Identification No. Online Tender /15-2022-23/BPR
o Identification Name of No. of | Approx. Estimated Cost Class of Period of Completion
il Py D :i"":_r_',:_ ity B No work Works (In lakh) Contractor
Online Tender / |Bridge Works| 02 Nos | From Rs. 639.04 lakhs to |"Special" & "Super" | 18 (Eighteen) & 24 (Twenty Four)
15-2022-23/BPR (BSY) Rs. 839.89 Lakhs Class as applicable| Calendar Month as provided

CONVOCATION-FORE SCHOOL OF MGT.

FORE School of Management (FSM), New Delhi, held the XXV
Convocation recently. The event was graced by Suresh
Narayanan, CMD at Nestlé India Limited, New Delhi. Dr. Ji-
tendra Das, Director welcomed the Chief Guest and advised the
passing out students that “Never be afraid of making mis-
takes in life. Mistakes are part of human nature. Learn from
your mistakes, don’t repeat them, and move on. Life is full of
challenges, obstacles, and surprises. But with hard work and
apositive attitude, one can achieve success”. He wished all the
post-graduating students success and encouraged them to
bring more laurels to FORE, their Aima Mater. Presenting the ac-
tivity report, Dr. Das highlighted the milestones that FORE
School achieved for the year 2021-22. Dr. Jitendra Das also in-
formed about four new verticals of FORE Society.

IMS GHAZIABAD Dr. Urvashi Makkar, Director, IMS Ghazi-
abad was invited as Expert Speaker in the premier Indo-
Global Entrepreneurship Conclave 2022 on the theme “Accel-
erating Business Growth in the Post Covid Scenario”
recently. Sharing her views, Dr. Urvashi traced the chang-
ing entrepreneurial landscape in the country from yester-
years to the currenttimes. She highlighted that the crucial as-
pect of entrepreneurship must not be discussed in silos. She
drew the attention of the attentive audience to the numerous
initiatives undertaken at IMS Ghaziabad for fostering entrepre-
neurial mindsetin the budding professionals.

CPJ College of Higher Studies & School of Law, Narela shall
be organizing the Annual Convocation Ceremony on 12th June,

2022. General Secy of GPJ College Dr. Abhishek Jain and DG
Yugank Chaturvedi released a joint statement and said - this
would really be a moment of Honour for all, especially for the
Pass out Students of BBA (Gen.)/ BBA (CAM)/ BCA/ B.Com.
(Hons) and B.A.LLB/ BBALLB who will be awarded with their
hard earned Graduation Degrees by the distinguished guests.
Prof. (Dr.) Mahesh Verma, Vice-Chancellor, Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University and Prof. (Dr.) Amita Dev, VG, IGDTUW
shall be the Chief Guestand Guest of Honour respectively.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004 @yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)

E-Mail / E-despatch
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No Availability of tender online for bidding
From To
04.06.2022 at 18.06.2022 upto

10.00 A.M. 3.00 P.M.

Chief Construction Engineer, Online Tender/15-2022-23/BPR

R.W. Circle, Berhampur

(i) No EMD is required as per O.M.No. 8484 Dt. 05.04.2022 of Finance Department, Govt of Odisha. But Bid Security
declaration should be furnished by the bidders as mentioned in the DTCN.

(i) Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the bidder as per the items mentioned in the eligible criteria
of the DTCN will also liable for rejection of his tender.

Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website: - www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer
R.W. Circle, Berhampur
OIPR- 25071/11/0023/2223

M.P. POWER GENERATING COMPANY LTD
(Govt. of M.P. Undertaking)

0/o E.D. (0O&M:Gen.) Block No. 6 Shakti Bhavan Rampur
Jabalpur Pin : 482008

No. 07-03/0SG/44 . Dated : 26-05-2022
Notice for Tender

Tender for engagement of Retired/Ex NTPC
personnel for chemical wing related works of thermal

power plants.

MPPGCL intends to engage 07 numbers of experts on
contract Basis, having adequate work experience in

NTPC'sthermal power plant chemistry works.

MPPGCL invites physical applications for
engagement from Retired/ Ex NTPC professionals. The
details regarding pre-qualification, scope of work and
mode of application can be downloaded through
website https://www.mppgcl.mp.gov.in/ free of cost.
Last Date of receipt of application : 25-06-2022

sd/-
E.D. (0&/I\/I;Gen)
MPPGCL Jabalpur

Appeal for Identification

2 | Generalpublicis hereby informed that
one person Name: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: 50

& DELHI JAL BOARD Yrs. (About), Height: 5'5", Sex:
v Q] OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (SDW) NW o Male, Complexion: Wheatish,
£, | onnoln o et Enoner (O, R s Bl T e Lng Wearng
Bl | O OO T il cesciwoe @ gmai com Rl Prerflr a3 fo e PR s <% ¢ P s’ T @ 3 g s o Light Black Colour T-Shirt and Pant
B . - dre Fafo far § Sugaw Aoft | goftga v /Sdart 9 smifya ot wrh 71 fAfaer gua vd e e without any Footwear Place of
S. Name of Work PRESS !?sltTl:na’::).E(/)l\sllo(:gzz;eZ:d):FE I(Jsatzvt\)’f) rZIIease of Last date/ time of http://mptenders.qov.in A m o % ! Recovery: Found on 26'05'2022 at
. i Yy i = . . .
No Cost tender in receipt of tender EIRGIERI faa=or SgaIA Rk | Ffae v | ord & Kailash Nagar Bus Stand in a Sick
e-procurement through Ffaet . T i Kl Gl 3rafd Condition & sent to the SDN Hospital

solution e-procurement solution . .
1. |Procurement of Mustard oil for the staff| 3102528/- | 61000/- | 500/- |GEM/2022/B/2219560| 10.06.2022 at 3:00 P.M. 2022_UAD_ | DEVELOPMENTOF Raen] R R 5a9 through CAT Ambulance where durlng treatment he died

under the division EE(SDW)VI. D1.30.05.2022 208705_1 EEEENETF’ﬁEEEAEB OGI\/‘ATR?\IEErka 18685048/- | 93425/- 12500/- on 29.05.2022.

Further details in this regard can be seen at (https://gem.gov.in) GULAB- UDYAN, BAIRAGARH In this regard DD No. 10A, Dated: 29.05.2022 has been
ISSUED BY PRL.O. WATER) Sd- éJEéD%;\g} Hrer T T TTeT e e e lodged at Police Station, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi. Any
Stop Corona: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing and Maintain Hygiene 2. ERIER V¥ Hael g & A= g | clue come to notice please inform undersign.

3.

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Online bids are invited by the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Chauntra Distt. Mandi (H.P.)-175032 on behalf of
Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering system for the under mentioned work from the qualified and expe-

rienced contractors/firms.

1. Name of work:- Providing Flood Protection works and channelization on river Beas near area of Lad Bharol & Langna
in Tehsil Lad Bharol in District Mandi H.P (SH:- Construction of Wire crated embankment with apron/Gabion wall from RD

523 to 784= 261 Rmt

Estimated Cost : - Rs. 1,99,77,388/-Only Earnest Money : - Rs. 2,32,274//- Only Time Limit

ahe ARTTER B & 35t Il & 3 fied & aRTaR wWerRa=T RiegRE s e sifard g

f9.35. 280/022/023

SHO
P.S. Gandhi Nagar, Delhi

ao‘rzfmaﬁsglsh (S=m)
DP/857/SHD/2022 Ph.: 011-7065036024, 8595895116

TR M, W

:- One year

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Shimla, Division No. I, HPPWD, Shimla-3, H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the item rate

iﬁ? JODHPUR VIDYUT VITARAN NIGAM LIMITED

"# Corporate Identity Number (CIN) - U40109RJ2000SGC016483
! Office of the Superintending Engineer (MM&C) MM&C Wing
Regd. Office : New Power House, Industrial Area, Jodhpur-342003, Ph. 0291-2742223, Fax : 0291-2746539

Cost of tender document : - Rs. 1500/~

2. Name of work:- Providing Flood Protection works and channelization on river Beas near area of Lad Bharol & Langna
in Tehsil Lad Bharol in District Mandi H.P (SH:- Construction of Wire crated embankment with apron/Gabion wall from RD
0 to 523= 523 Rmt

Estimated Cost : - Rs. 4,00,31,308/-Only Earnest Money : - Rs. 4,32,813/- Only Time Limit : - One year

Cost of tender document: - Rs. 2500/-

Schedule of tendering:-

1. | Bid Submission start date
2. | Bid Submission end date
3. | Opening of Cover-I

4. | Opening of Financial bid

30.05.2022 05.00 PM

13.06.2022 05.00 PM

15.06.2022 at 11.30AM

Date and place to be notified separately.

Conditions:-
Tender documents, Terms and conditions and other instruction can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal

https://hptenders.gov.in. ) .
Executive Engineer,

1392/HP JS Division, Chauntra

bids, in electronic tendering system from appropriate class of HPPWD/HP Jal Shakti Vibhag , the contractors registered with any
other State/Central Govt. Departments /Corporations/PSUs and Principal manufacturer of pothole repair machine and having
executed similar work the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated Starting date Earnest |Deadline for | Time Pre-bid
No. cost for downloading| Money |submission | Allowed| meeting date
Bid of Bid of Bid

1 Repair of pot holes /patch | 202702337 07-06-2022 4054100/- | 21-06-2022 | 730 days| 15-06-2022 in
work with auto mechanized the office of
machine using Cold mix Chief Engineer
Spray technology on various (SZ) HPPWD
roads under HPPWD 4th Shimla
Circle Shimla (Shimla NirmanBhawan
Division No-I, Thoeg and Shimla.
Shimla Division No-Ill).

The bidders are advised to note other details of tender such as scope of services , eligibility criteria and additional condition of
contact from the department website www.hptender.gov.in

The executive Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all tenders without assigning any
reason. 1409/HP

Section-A
@ Tenders ane hereby Invited for the purchase and supply of following ems =
M of fhe Work Costract Pariad! Comigneal Plac
Quantity

verks

Priuda Phada. Pura Khaa Fiyo.

THE PUMJAB STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION LTD. 2C0O 153-155, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH-160022, EFABX NO. 0172-5041812-13

Hofice Inviting Tender

Tanter Desning |

m

—

www e ihE CODH

EMD
[Rs.}

Laal Dala & Tiwa for
Submisalon of e-landers:

Deda & Tima for Saled
| dewminading of s-lsndars

Tander
Cosl (RB)

Dhrle & Time Bor cpaniog
of e-lemdian

E - PROCUREMENT SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
E-procurement Short Term Tenders is invited for Repair & Testing of
Damaged Three Phase Distribution Transformers of rating 10 KVA to
630 KVAunder TN-1817(UBNJVVWSRC00190).

Details regarding Quantity, Tender cost, Earnest Money, Schedule date of
tender opening for aforesaid tenders are available on our website at
www.jdvvnl.com and also at http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

Superintending Engineer (MM&C)

UJVN LTD.

HO “UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephones: 0135-2763808 Fax: 0135-2763508

: CIN No.U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

Letter No. 277 Tender Notice Dated : 31.05.2022

Office of the Executive Engineer (Maint.), Chibro Power Station,

Dakpathar (Dehradun), invites sealed tenders frominterested parties.

Tender No: (1) CH(Maint.) - 06/2022-23 Hiring of vehicle (Bolero or

equivalent) for DGM, HGC, Dakpathar(2) CH(Maint.)-07/2022-23

Annual Maintenance contract for the works of transport & Central

Store, Chibro Power Station

Estimated cost: (1)34,02,372/-(2) T11,73,343/-(GST extra)

Date of availability of bid on website: 03.06.2022, 11:00 hrs

Last date for submission of tender: 25.06.2022 upto 13:00 hrs

For further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents

can be downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”
(Executive Engineer, Maint., Chibro)

“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”
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1 . Generating Machines of Anandpur Sahib Hydel Project- Preparation of
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Ph Mo (115420 14025 221 2805) | From 1130000 e o 500 PR al 1130 AM charge etc), Scope of work, Technical Specifications & Tender Document.
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Financial bid https:/eproc.punjab.gov.in C204/22 14651/PB
o 05 2007 D00 P
T PR et - b el ik thrt Tchnieal bid ANDHRA PRADESH MEDICAL SERVICES &
rom 002 P Up o 1400 i €10 allad 8L 1E00 AR INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Financh| bid APMSIDC, Plot No.9, Survey No. 49, IT Park, Mangalagiri, Guntur District-522503
05 OF, 2022 af 1200 PM n
- - - - - - . - e e e Tender Notice No.141/APMSIDC/2022-23, Dated:31.05.2022
6| Ergagiog of Cursourze Agency e preiting Sacury | Raln Gontrac) Vertp Gitlla Fend Flanl, Krannp 1000 | B0 7 o 23 15,06 711 150 207 APMSIDC invites tenders through e-procurement platform
SalGuans P o 0fiER- B2 1450, 51, 52 ! . From 01:00 P uz b 100 P al 130 Pl (https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in)
7 | Engagisg of Sursourse Agency For prodding < Rain Corlract . 05 | 500000 8 06 222 1006 202 1006 2022 Drugs Wing: T.No.141/ APMSIDC/ Medicine Wing/2022-23-
UnsiibecSkdedMighty siatod & mhar Man Power drom 01:00 P b TOOPM al 0230 PAl Procurement and supply of medicines for teaching hospitals of
R DME and district hospitals of APVVP under de-centralized

budget from the medical agencies/ chain pharmacy.

Tender Notice No.3/APMSIDC/2022-23, Dated:31.05.2022
Equipment Wing: 1) Procure and supply of Equipment and
other items to various Govt. Hospitals in A.P. under different
schemes of NHM Funds 2) Selection of service provider for
providing referral transports for pregnant women for 4 ANCs
and 1 PNC in A.P. under PPP Mode 3) Procure and supply of
medical equipment and other items to APVVP Hospitals under
NABARD Scheme. 4) Identification of vendor for printing and
distribution of Dr. YSR Aarogyasri Health Card to the
Beneficiaries in Andhra Pradesh 5) Procure and supply of
Medical equipment to DME Hospitals in A.P.

For complete details, please visit Website:
tender.apeprocurement.gov.in from 02.06.2022.
APMSIDC will reverse the right to cancel the tender at any time
without assigning any reasons.
Ro No: 1107PP/CL/ADVT/I/1/2021-22

http://

Sd/- for MANAGING DIRECTOR
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/ 4 / NEW INDIA
Surging Towards $1Trillion Economy

New Uttar Pradesh is Marching Ahead
with Most Investment Friendly Environment

Uttar Pradesh is ready to Welcome Investors with Unlimited Opportunities

» Best law and order ¢ More than 21 investment friendly policies  2nd in 'Ease of Doing Business' ranking
» Nivesh Mitra : paperless single point to get approval, around 349 services provided online by 29 departments
» Highest No. of MSMEs (89.99 Lakh) out of total no. of MSMEs in India

-

e Metro Rail Service in 10 Cities
(Operational in 5 Cities, under construction/proposed in 5 Cities)
» 4 Expressways Operational, 4 under construction

e 5 International Airports (3 operational, 2 upcoming)
ONE DISTRICT ONE PRODUCT « Sufficient electricity, uninterrupted supply

UTTAR PRADESH

New Delhi
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

person namely Sunny, S/o Kamaljeet, R/o: H. No. 1123, 2nd
Floor, Poothkalan, New, Delhi, has committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 809/215 U/s
420/468/471/34 IPC Act registered at P.S. Burari, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said Sunny cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Sunny has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said Sunny
accused of FIR No. 809/215 U/s 420/468/471/34 IPC Act P.S.
Burari, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said complaint on or before 04.07.2022. By Order
Sh. Mayank Aggarwal,

Metropolitan Magistrate -09,

Central , Room No. 286,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/2358/N/2022

“TIMPORTANT?™

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

ey Living,
B\ UReita Yebsforr deer

Indian Institute of Packaging

'
ADMISSIONS OPEN

M.S: Master in Packaging Technology

(Affiliated by Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University, JNTU, Hyderabad)

oosing .

SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY &=

Tender Notice No.: SWRCNBNCST_07_2022
Dated : 27-05-2022
The undersigned, on behalf of the
President of India, invites E-Tenders for
the following work.

Name of the Work | Approx. Value

Manufacture and supply |  Rs. 5,83,54,723/-

of 1) Improved SEJ 52kg to RDSO Drg.
No. T-6930.
2) Combination SEJ 60kg / 52kg to
RDSO Drg. No. T-6782.
Last date for submission of bids:
Upto 15:00 Hrs. on 20-06-2022

For details log on: www.ireps.gov.in
Deputy Chief Engineer / Stores / Construction

Bengaluru Cantonment
PUB/117/AAS/PRB/SWR/2022-23

(f) S.W.Railways (w) SWRRLY (@) SWRRLY

HSIIDC e-Auction schedule for allotment of
Industrial Plots in Pace City Gurugram

(under Genaeral Category)

HEIDC had openad the registration for participation in e-Auction for allobment of
industrial plots in Pace City Gurugram with closing date as 19,05,.2022. The schodule

of e-Auction for the same is &= under :

Auctlon MamefPlot Slze C

ID

I Auction

E-auction

Date of | Mo of

Pace City, Sector-37, Gurugram-250 sqm &G04 | 04.06,2022 1
Face City, Sector-37, Gurugram-450 sgm G03 | 04.06,2022 4
Pace City, Sector-37, Gurupram-1000 sgm | 602 | 04.06,2022 1
PFace City, Sector-37, Gurugram-2100 sgm | 601 | 04.06,2022 2

{1} Tra Roond-1 of each e-ductoons=al star 2t T00AM ontheschadued date [Il] The =andard chosing tme of Round-1
of mzch g-ductian =hal bz 1100 &% on the scradulad cate, &1 secbseguent rounds shedl beof 10 minutes duration,
sjbject o edereion s below ] There willbe unimied artansicns- The Fuchon tme of the round) s will getedended
b4 30 minubas incasscf recaiptofary & inche lat Sminmes () in case the e suction does not conclude 110 5200 F8,
thes-auctonwll pauss 3t 2,00 PM (1he raund bn progress ot 5.00 P& shall conine esenafer SO0 ER I e chosing)
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VACANCY OF HEADMASTER / HEADMISTRESS AT
AIR FORCE SCHOOL PRAHLADPUR (PRE-PRIMARY)

Name of Post: Headmaster / Headmistress
No. of vacancy: 01
Educational Qualification: Graduate Degree with aggregate 50% marks
Professional Qualification: Bachelor of Education Degree or NTT or its
equivalent from a college/institute recognized by Govt. of India/lUGC/SCERT
Experience: Teaching experience of at least two years or experience of at
least one year as Principal/HM of any Air Force School.
Age: Should be in the age group of 25 to 50 years as on 01 July 22.
Desirable Qualification: Knowledge of computer applications, especially MS Office
Conversant with POCSO Act, CBSE/ NCERT rules
Ability to read write and communicate in Hindi
Working Knowledge of child psychology
CTET/STET qualified candidates
Note: Applications along with detailed resume of candidate consisting of
qualification, self attested passport size photograph, guardian's name, address for
communication, contact number, CTC of all testimonials addressed to Executive
Director AF School Prahladpur 27 ED Air Force Station Prahladpur Palam New
Delhi -10 are to reach by 15 Jun 22. Applications received after due date will not
be accepted. For any query contact: 9911477738 / 8826889490.

b ITT®H ST

Bank of India

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE
1st Floor, Chanakya Place, R-Block, Patna-800001
(Tel.2220640-643, Fax: 0612-2223178)

=
Y APPENDIX -1V, Rule 8(1)

Possession Notice (for Inmovable Property)

Whereas,

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the BANK OF INDIA under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section
13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as detailed in the table
hereunder written calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to repay the amount shown in the respective notices
mentioned against their names in the table, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrowers/guarantors mentioned below having failed to repay the amount shown in the respective notices issued u/s
13(2) within the stipulated time, notice is hereby given to the aforementioned borrowers/guarantors and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property/ies (Secured Assets) described in the table
given below in exercise of powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules on
the date(s) mentioned against the respective property.

The aforesaid borrowers/guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property/ies mentioned in the table hereunder written and any dealings with the said property/ies will be subject to the
charge of the BANK OF INDIA for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and interest thereon.

of the second subjects in the three-year degree

CPE: Certified Packaging Engineers

(Chennai & Online Mode only)
Eligible Criteria: Full-Time Graduate Degree in Engineering & Technology.

| For details please contact: |

+91 22 69192242-5 for PGDP - Mumbai
+91 33-2367 0763 / 6016 for PGDP - Kolkata
+91 8826614743 for M.Sc - Delhi
+ 91 40 23814321 for M.S - Hyderabad
+ 91 044 24960730 for CPE - Chennai
Note: Candidates can visit the [IP website (www.iip-in.com) and submit the
application form through online and offline modes for PGDP, M.S., and CPE

onlinepgdp@iip-in.com for PGDP at Mumbai & Kolkata
onlinems@iip-in.com for M.S at Hyderabad
onlinemsc@iip-in.com for M.Sc at Delhi
onlinecpe@iip-in.com for CPE at Chennai
www.iip-in.com for PGDP, M.S & CPE
www.ipu.ac.in for M.Sc
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Litigants turn

to 80-year-old
court ruling to
press claims in
Gyanvapi case

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

ATTHE heartof the courtroom de-
bate over the Gyanvapi matter, the
hearing of which will resume in
the Varanasi District Court on July
4,isa1942 ruling of the Allahabad
High Court that dealt with the
ownership of the mosque and the
land surrounding it.

Both parties in the suit rely
on the ruling in Din Mohammad
and Others versus Secretary of
State to support their claims.

The plea by five Hindu
women seeking the right to wor-
ship Maa Shringar Gauri on the
outer wall of the Gyanvapi
mosque complex claims that

CONTINUEDONPAGE 8

E.

DIN MOHAMMAD & Ors
vs Secretary of State is
one of many submis-
sions being made in the
Varanasi court which
has to decide on main-
tainability of the suit.

Caseof Din
Mohd, 1942

EXPLAINED
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MAHARASHTRA:
COVID CASES CROSS
1,000 MARK FOR 1ST

TIME SINCE FEB
PAGE 15

MONEY LAUNDERING INVESTIGATION

National Herald case: Appear on
June 8, ED tells Sonia and Rahul

Charges hollow, not scared: Cong; documents don'’t lie: BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

WEEKS AFTER the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) questioned
Congress leaders Mallikarjun
Kharge and Pawan Bansal in con-
nection with its National Herald
money laundering probe, the
central agency has summoned
the party's president Sonia
Gandhi and Lok Sabha MP Rahul

Sonia Gandhi at a party
event in New Delhi on
Wednesday. Tashi Tobgyal

Gandhi to appear before it on
June 8 in connection with the
case filed six months ago.

The summons drew furious
reactions from the Congress,
which described the case as
“weird” since “no money was in-
volved” and said that the charges
were “more hollow than a pack
of cards”. “We will face them. We
are not a bit scared or overawed
or intimidated by such cheap

CONTINUEDONPAGE 8
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FAREWELL
To KK

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee with
family members of KK in
Kolkata on Wednesday. The
53-year-old singer died on
Tuesday night after
performing at a concert.
Partha Paul

REPORT, PAGE 15

Amid unabated Punjab farm suicides, 4
girls of a family brace for a grim future

RAAKHIJAGGA
KOTLIKALAN (MANSA), JUNE1

ONMAY 10, Mewa Singh’s family,
including his wife and four
daughters, carried out their usual
evening routine before turning in
on the verandah of their two-
room house in Kotlikalan village

Mewa Singh’s wife with their
elder daughters. Gurmeet Singh

in Punjab’s Mansa district.
Mewa, a 47-year-old Dalit
landless farmer, had been look-
ing depressed for the past few
days, but his family had got used
to it over the years. Two days
back, he had gathered the scraps
strewn around the dingy cow-
shed, including iron grilles and
CONTINUEDONPAGE 8

Breaking with
Centre, Bihar
BJP backs Nitish
on caste census

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE1

BREAKING RANKS with the party
on the issue of caste census, the
Bihar unit of the BJP Wednesday
joined all political parties of the
state to unanimously decide in
favour of a state caste census.
After an all-party meeting,
Chief Minister and JD (U) leader
Nitish Kumar said since the
Centre has made it clear that a
nationwide caste census cannot
be done, the state has decided to
conduct its own caste census.
“All nine parties unani-
mously decided to go ahead
with the caste census. We will
soon get it approved by the
(state) Cabinet and allocate
funds for the purpose. We will
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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The life and death of
Sidhu Moosewala
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tactics,” the party's spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi said at a press
conference along with the party’s
communication head Randeep
Surjewala.

Reacting to the Congress' al-
legations that the Government
was trying to quell the opposition
like how the British had tried dur-
ing the freedom struggle, BJP
president ] P Nadda said that
“documents don't lie, and docu-
ments are permanent and
thereby they are being scruti-
nised”. “The problem is with the
face but the mirror is being
cleaned,” Nadda told reportersin
Bhopal where he is on a three-
day visit.

The ED caseisbased onatrial
court order that allowed the
Income Tax Department to probe
the affairs of National Herald
newspaper and conductataxas-
sessment of Soniaand Rahul. The

filed by BJP MP Subramanian
Swamy in 2013.

Swamy's complaint had al-
leged cheating and misappropri-
ation of funds on part of the
Gandbhis in acquiring the news-
paper. Swami had alleged that
the Gandhis acquired properties
owned by National Herald by
buying the newspaper's erst-
while publishers, AJL, through an
organisation called Young India
in which they have 86 per cent
stake. Sonia and Rahul were
granted bail in the case by the
trial court on December 19, 2015.

InSwamy's complaint before
the trial court, Sonia, Rahul and
others have been accused of mis-
appropriating funds by paying Rs
50 lakh for Young Indian (YI) to
obtain the right to recover Rs
90.25 crore that AJL owed to the
Congress.

It was alleged that YI, which
was incorporated in November
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had acquired almost all the share-
holding of AJL, which was running
National Herald. The I-T depart-
menthad claimed that the shares
owned by Rahulin YIwould lead
him to have an income of Rs 154
croreand notaboutRs 68 lakh, as
was assessed earlier. It has already
issued a demand notice for Rs
249115 crore to YI for the assess-
mentyear 2011-12.

Earlier, ED had initiated a
money laundering probe against
AJLin 2018 in connection with a
plot allotted to it in Haryana's
Panchkula by then chief minister
and Congress leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda. The ED had at-
tached the plot, accusing the
company of having acquired it
“fraudulently”. Hooda is an ac-
cused in the money laundering
case registered by the agency in
the matter.

The Congress said on
Wednesday that the summons
for Sonia and Rahul were received
“just a few days ago” and Sonia
will “100 per cent" appear before
the ED. “If Rahul Gandhi is here,
hewill also go. Otherwise we will
seek some time,” Singhvi said.

Singhvi said that AJL had
come under financial stress over
the decades after which the
Congress stepped in and over a
period of time gave around Rs 90
crore as financial support.

“So AJL became an indebted
company, a company with debt.
AJL did what every company in
India does...it converted its debt
into equity. So this debt of Rs 90
crore was assigned to a new com-
pany. It is called Young India so
that the books of AJL become
debt-free,” he said.

“Young India, in turn, which
received the debt, was a newly
created company under a special
provision of the Companies Act -
- Section 25 -- which has very
two vital conditions. It has to be
anot-for-profit company by def-
inition, by statute and by law,and
no dividend can be given to its
shareholders or directors. Soyou
cannot take a penny,” he said.

“The third important facet is
that AJL continues to hold all the
properties it was holding earlier.
It continues to be the owner of
National Herald and its printer
and publisher. The only change is
that Young India is holding the
shareholding of AJL... Young India
cannot use money in any form
which it gets because it can nei-
ther pay dividend nor accumu-
late profit by which it can give out
the money,” he added.

Alleging that the case was
filed with malafide intent,
Singhvi said: “This is why better
minds, objective minds, non-
malevolent, non-malafide minds
closed this case in file but as
malafide as this government is,
they sack the head of ED at that
time, they getanew opinionand
they try to reopen in respect of
which seven years later today
they are summoning the
Congress president Sonia Gandhi
and former Congress president

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram tweeted: “Money-
laundering without money s like
alleging purse snatching without
apurse. Itis like alleging that you
were found unauthorisedly
swimming in a pool that had no
water. You can think of more ex-
amples (each one more absurd
than the other).”

Hitting back at the Congress,
BJP chief Nadda said: “Have you
ever seen a thief accepting his
crimes? There are criminals who
get punished and serve their sen-
tences of 20-20years and yet say
that they had been wrongfully
framed. When someone is under
scrutiny of law, if he is innocent,
he should get the bail and charges
will be dropped. Why are they
notdoingit?”

Incidentally, the ED case has
been filed without any “predicate
offence” (criminal case) being
registered by any other agency.
Under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, the ED is not au-
thorised to register a case of
money laundering until another
agency or state police has regis-
tered an FIR.

“Inthis case, the Enforcement
Case Information Report has
been registered based on the
court order following
Subramanian Swamy's com-
plaint. The ED is authorised to
register a case if there is a court
order specifying thata crime has
been committed,” an ED official
said.

Gyanvapi case
statements of witnesses in 1937
“prove” that Hindu idols were
worshipped in the disputed
premises.

The Muslim side - the
Anjuman Intezamia Masajid
which manages the mosque has
challenged the maintainability of
the suit filed by the women --ar-
gues that the Court had declared
that the land on which the
mosque s builtis Waqf property.

“In para 16, the Hon’ble Court
has held that the property in suit
was not a Waqf property,” states
the civil suit Rakhi Singh v State
of Uttar Pradesh.

This reference is to the Din
Mohammad and Others versus
Secretary of State. It was anappeal
by three “Hanafi or Sunni
Musalmans” against a 1937 rul-
ing of the Varanasi District Court
seeking a declaration from the
Courtthatapart from the mosque
itself, the area around the mosque
is also property of the Waqf.

The ruling by Sir James Joseph
Whittlesea  Allsop  and
Kamalakanta Verma held against
the Muslims.

While the Hindu side quotes
the ruling to support a historical
claim that questions the owner-
ship of the Gyanvapi mosque, the
ruling suggests otherwise.

The Allahabad HC agreed
with the civil judge that the
mosque itself is Waqf property,
but said the area around the

faithful) would “spill over” dur-
ing prayers on the last Friday of
Ramzan could not be claimed as
Waqf property.

The then Muslim side also
made a second claim that
“Musalmans had acquired a cus-
tomary easement over the land”
-- a paved pathway outside the
mosque and its plinth (raised
platform on which the mosqueis
built). However, the Court dis-
agreed with this, too, holding that
the claim was fairly recent --
made since 1929 - to be consid-
ered a customary right.

In the present civil suit, the
petitioners have listed nine state-
ments that witnessesin the 1937
civil suit “have proved” that “the
images of Goddess Maa Shringar
Gauri, Lord Ganesh, Lord
Hanuman and visible and invisi-
ble deities and also performance
of daily Puja at the same very
place.” They also argue that these
statements “were not challenged
from the Muslim side.”

Butinitsruling then, the High
Courthad held that “some of the
witnesses are perhaps of some
respectability but, on the other
hand, they are undoubtedly in-
terested, and they give no definite
evidence.”

Lawyers from the Muslim
side argue that individual state-
ments of witnesses cannot be re-
lied upon now since the Court
had held conclusively that the
land on which the mosque exists
is Waqf property.

The 1942 ruling had noted:
“Thelearned Civil Judge has gone
into the history of this mosque
and has come to the conclusion
that it was built on the site of a
Hindu temple which was demol-
ished by Emperor Aurangzeb in
the seventeenth century.Ido not
think thatitis necessary to gointo
the question of the origin of the
mosque. Itis sufficient to go back
to the year 1809 when there was
a serious riot between Hindus
and Musalmans in that part of
Benares where the mosque s sit-
uated.”

Punjab Dalit

an old plough, and sold them all
for Rs 28,000, which he gave to
some of his lenders.

When Rajvir Kaur, 17, woke
up early morning, she did not find
her father on his cot. She had to
take a bus to Patiala to get her
higher secondary certificate from
Punjabi University. As she was
leaving the house, she saw her fa-
ther hanging from the ceiling.
Mewa had joined the statistics of
farm suicides in Punjab.

The Mansa deputy commis-
sioner, Jaspreet Singh, said he had
received 12 compensation appli-
cations from farm suicide fami-
lies in the district since March 1
this year.

Punjab’s largest farm union,
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ugrahan),
pegged the number of suicides of
farmers and farmlabourersinthe
state at 55 since April 1.

homes of a few suicide victims
and found behind their deaths a
mix of common factors such as
runaway debt, especially from
the informal sector, successive
crop failures, high land rentals
and rising farm input costs.

The Bhagwant Mann-led
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment, which took the reins two-
and-a-half months ago, has
promised to tackle farmers' dis-
tress through a variety of meas-
ures - including the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for moong
daal, which is aimed at encour-
aging them to reap another har-
vest between wheat and paddy.

Mewa’s widow Manpreet
Kaur, a MGNREGA worker, says
the situation leading to her hus-
band’s death by suicide had been
building up for a long time. “My
husband used to take 7-8 acres of
land on an annual lease to do
farming to support our family.
Over the years, he had amassed
a debt of about Rs 7 lakh, taken
from landlords, ahrtiyas (farm
commission agents),and had no
way to pay it back.”

The local Malwa region is
known for high land rentals. “Our
landis very fertile,and of late the
land rentals have gone up to Rs
70,000 an acre,” says BKU
(Ugrahan) senior vice president
Shingara Singh Mann.

Kotlikalan sarpanch Balkaran
Singh says, “The costs of farm in-
puts like diesel, DAP and pesti-
cides have also gone up. While
diesel price increased by more
thanRs30alitre in two years, the
cost of pesticides and DAP went
up by 12%-20% in the last two
years. This putsafarmerinabind.
One crop failure, and he falls in
the debt trap.”

In Mewa's case, it was two
successive crop failures, one of
cotton ravaged by bollworm and
then wheat, which was hit by
premature heat.

AKotlikalan resident, Malkiat
Singh, says Mewa had borrowed
about Rs 2.10 lakh from a big
farmer and another Rs 2.69 lakh
from hislandlord. “He also had to
pay the harvester and thresher
rents. Two days before he died,
he sold off his scraps to pay a few
people.”

Sittinginaroom of her small,
unfinished house, Rajvir says, “I
will never forget that sight,” re-
ferring to the moment when she
saw her father hanging from the
ceiling. Her mother and sisters
burst into tears.

Mewa was a non-literate and
Manpreetisa class 4 dropout, but
they made efforts for their
daughters’ education —
Harmandeep, 19, is in BCA final
year; Rajvir is in BSc first year,
Pinkiisin class 10,and Shagun, 7,
isinclass 3.

“We want to study further but
there is no earning hand left in
our house now,” says Rajvir.
Harmandeep wondersif she can
earn while undergoing training
forajob, saying “I have heard that
some coding training is being

getting a stipend of Rs 5,000 per
month”.

Mansa Sadar police station
SHO Beant Kaur says, “We are
aware of Mewa’s suicide, we con-
ducted an inquiry under Section
174 of CrPC, the matter of com-
pensation lies with the adminis-
tration.”

The deputy commissioner
says the administration would
process the compensation for
Mewa’s family soon.

The Punjab government has
apolicy of giving relief to suicide
victims, which was lastamended
in July 2015, under which the
families of farmers and farm
labourers who take their own
lives are given Rs 3 lakh as com-
pensation. In addition, the agri-
culture department is supposed
toworkwith affected families for
ayearand helpinraising theirin-
come.

Most farm unions also de-
mand jobs for such family mem-
bers on compassionate grounds
and few have also been given
jobs, although there is no men-
tion of jobs in the policy.

As per the data of the Punjab
agriculture department, the total
number of farmersin the stateare
10.93 lakh, of which about 1.54
lakh have land-holding up to 2.5
acres while 2.07 lakh have land-
holding between 2.5 and 5 acres.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Dr Sukhpal Singh, principal econ-
omist (agriculture marketing),
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU), said, “Punjab government
had gota survey done which was
conducted by Punjabi University,
Patiala, PAU, Ludhiana, and Guru
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar.
Accordingtothat data, there were
atotal of 16,606 farmer and farm
labourers’ suicides during 2000-
2018. After that no survey was
conducted by the Punjab govern-
ment, but according to the field
reports of agriculture officers,
around 900-1,000 farmers and
farm labourers commit suicide
per year even now, it hasn't de-
clined.”

Caste census

dulyadvertise the process and set
acompletion deadline,” he said.

AllBihar partiesincluding the
BJP, he said, met the Prime
Minister last year with a request
to conduct a nationwide caste
census.

“Now that the Centre has
made it clear that a nationwide
caste census cannot be done, we
have decided to go ahead with
the state census. There is com-
plete unanimity onit,” he said.

From the BJP, state party pres-
ident Sanjay Jaiswal and Deputy
Chief Minister Tarkishore Prasad
attended the meeting. The RJD
was represented by Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav and Rajya Sabha MP Manoj
Kumar Jha. AIMIM Bihar chief
Akhtarul Iman too was present.

Tejashwi Prasad Yadav, who
had met the Chief Minister last

“We have long been demanding
acaste census. A nationwide cen-
sus would have been ideal. But
we are satisfied that Biharis con-
ducting its own caste census.”

The JD (U), under pressure
from the BJP, which is the larger
coalition partner in the state, has
been trying to highlight the “con-
tradiction” between the BJP’s
state and Central units on the is-
sue of caste census.

Afew months ago, Nityanand
Rai, a senior BJPleader from Bihar
and Minister of State for Home
Affairs, told Parliament that the
caste census could not be carried
out.

The Centre has been pointing
to what it calls the “problematic
and erroneous” 2011 caste cen-
sus. It maintains it is “impracti-
cal” to conduct such a census.

BJP national spokesperson
Guru Prakash Paswan has said
the caste census alone cannoten-
sure social justice, and that the
party has taken several steps to
realise its goal of ‘Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas'. He said the BJP has
set up a national panel on the
OBCs and has ensured induction
of 27 OBC ministers into the Modi
government.

But the Bihar BJP does not
want to create any impression
thatitis out tostall the caste cen-
sus. It has been supporting this
proposal from the very begin-
ning. It was party to a resolution
on the issue that Nitish Kumar
brought before the Bihar House
a few years ago and ensured its
passage.

The Bihar BJP was also part of
the state’s all-party delegation
that met the Prime Minister last
year to press for the caste census.
Ithad sent minister Janak Ram to
represent the party.

The state BJP does not want
Nitish Kumar and his JD(U) to
take political advantage from this
issue. Senior BJP leader and for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi has been backing
the caste census idea regularly
through social media posts and
articles. The BJP, he maintains, has
always supported the idea within
and outside the Assembly.

Asked about the “contradic-
tions” between the state and
Central BJP over the caste census,
Jaiswal told The Indian Express
recently, “Nothing happensin the
BJP without the Centre’s will.
They have seen how problematic
the 2011 caste census was.”

The Bihar BJP believes Nitish
Kumaris trying to keepitin check
by pushing the caste censusidea.
With the lines of social justice get-
ting blurred among parties, espe-
cially with the Centre introducing
a quota for the economically
weaker section (EWS), the Bihar
BJP has been trying to blunt the
edge the D (U)thinks it possesses.

The]D(U), onits part, believes
that differences in the BJP at the
state and Central levels over the
caste census strengthens a narra-
tive that is likely to “expose the
BJP’s idea of social justice”.

FOUNDATION COURSE

= OFFLINE BATCHES

FAHCH I1 th
dwwm T (e e

DELHI
Ty B

DELKI I1 th
R L] Juse

2 =S

| 20n

PATHA R
l.nnmlhlnl 115"_1-
IKDORE

Irae® pas g I 25?1!;'

BHOFAL
I b

227,

B 115
BATLH
(e

Far Bwquier - BE2600 2521 | BE2661

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service
(M): 9212665841, 9212008155

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Capt PV Vikram, SM (24 Oct 73 - 02 Jun 99)
On the occasion of SHAHEEDI DIWAS of Capt PV
Vikram, SM of 141 Field Regiment (KARGIL) on
02 Jun 2022, the Commanding Officer, all ranks,
their families and the Buzurgs of the Regiment
pay homage to the martyr who made the
supreme sacrifice for the Nation during op VIJAY.
His valour & heroism continues to inspire all of
us. On this day, we pledge to take the name of the
regiment to even greater heights and glory in the times to come.
CO & All Ranks 141 Field Regiment (KARGIL)

—

-

02.06.2019
CT/GD Niraj Chetry

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and cherishes
the valiant act of CT/GD Niraj Chetry who made
the supreme sacrifice of his life in the line of duty
on this day in the year 2019. On 02.06.2019 an
Anti-Naxal operation was launched by 35th Bn SSB
Dumka (Jharkhand). During the operation
CT/GD Niraj Chetry sustained bullet injuries in
the exchange of fire with Naxals and attained martyrdom.
We salute the valour and supreme sacrifice of our brave martyr.
SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

-
-4

Karnataka Cong
spokesperson
Kalappa resigns

Bengaluru: Congress spokesper-
sonand Supreme Court Advocate
Brijesh Kalappa Wednesday re-
signed from the party saying he
felt no passion in working for it
anymore. He is likely to join the
Aam Aadmi Party soon, reported
PTI, citing sources close to him.
He announced heis ending his
association with the party, which
began in 1997, in a Facebook post
on Tuesday night. “I have been
finding myself lacking in passion,
while my own performance has
been listless and perfunctory.Itis
under these circumstances that I
am left with little option but tore-
sign from the primary member-
ship of the INC and to end an as-
sociation that began in 1997, he
said. ENS

Third FIR against BJP’s Nupur
Sharma over Prophet remarks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE1

ANOTHER CASE has been filed
against BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for her alleged
comments against the Prophet
during a recent news debate on
the Gyanvapi issue. The latest
First Information Report (FIR)
in the case was registered late
on Tuesday at Kondhwa police
station based on a complaint
filed by a former corporator of
the Nationlist Congress Party
(NCP).

Kondhwa police registered
the FIR against Sharma under
Indian Penal Code (IPC) sections
153A (Promoting enmity be-
tween different groups), 153B
(Imputations, assertions preju-

New Delhi

dicial to national-integration)
and 295A (Deliberate and mali-
cious acts, intended to outrage
religious feelings of any class by
insulting its religion or religious
beliefs), 298 (Uttering, words,
etc., with deliberate intent to
wound the religious feelings of
any person) and 505
(Statements conducing to pub-
lic mischief).

Two cases were earlier filed
against Sharma in Mumbai un-
der the same set of legal provi-
sions. The latest complaint has
been filed by Abdul Gafoor
Ahmed Pathan (47),aresident of
Kondhwa.

Pathan, a former corporator,
has said in his complaint that
comments made by Sharma
hurt his religious sentiments and
thus, he decided to file an FIR.

Mizoram NGOs
push to replace
chief secretary

Guwahati: The NGO
Coordination Committee, a con-
glomerate of five influential civil
society groups in Mizoram, has
reiterated its demand to replace
chief secretary Renu Sharma
with aMizo-speaking IAS officer
citing a “language barrier” in ad-
ministration.

On Tuesday, the committee
had called for a protest in front
of the chief secretary’s office in
Aizawl. However, it was called off
as Sharma was out of town.

The Central Young Mizo
Association, which heads the
committee, said that it had re-
sorted to protest because multi-
ple requests to the Centre de-
manding a change had fallen on
deaf ears. ENS
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Smriti takes aim at CM
over Jain’s arrest, he calls
his minister a desh bhakt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

THEBJP Tuesday accused the AAP
convener and Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal of “shielding” his
minister Satyendar Jain, who has
been remanded to ED custody in
connection with a money laun-
dering case.

“Kejriwalji yesterday said cor-
ruption is tantamount to desh ki
gaddari. Does he know he is pa-
tronising those who have de-
ceived the treasury and the peo-
ple? Should he be declared adesh
ka gaddar? How long will he re-
ceive his support?” Union
Minister and senior BJP leader
Smriti Irani said at a press confer-
ence at the BJP office Tuesday.

Kejriwal and AAP have backed
Jain, calling the allegations against
him bogus and politically moti-
vated.

On Tuesday, Kejriwal said, “I
have always maintained that
SatyendarJainis astaunchly hon-
est desh bhakt, and that he has
been framed in a false and base-
less case. The ED can continue to
investigate as much as it wants. I
am sure that he will emerge spot-
less out of this fabricated case. The

Smriti Irani threw a flurry of
questions at CM Kejriwal

CBI and IT Department have al-
ready conducted their investiga-
tion and found him clean on all
accounts. In fact, Jainis aman that
our nation should be proud of. He
gave the gift of mohalla clinic
model to the nation, which peo-
ple are praising not just through-
out India, but the world. The UN
Secretary-General, former
Sweden Minister, and many in-
ternational dignitaries have vis-
ited mohallaclinics... Ibelieve he
deserves a Padma Vibhushan.”
Irani, meanwhile, threw a se-
ries of questions at Kejriwal and
AAP, and asked if it was true that
the “Principal Commissioner of
Income Tax had stated that Jain
himselfwas the rightful owner of
Rs 16.39 crore blackmoney?” The
BJP leader also alleged that the

Man arrested for
abducting woman

Gurgaon: A30-year-old manwas
arrested for allegedly abducting
a college student at gunpoint in
Gurgaon. The woman told police
that he had been stalking her,and
once inside the car, assaulted her
before letting her go. ENS

Division Bench of Delhi High
Court in one of its orders in 2019
had confirmed that Jain “had
committed money laundering”.
“My first question is to
Kejriwalji: can he clarify whether
Jain has given Rs 16.39 crore to
four shell companies through his
family, through 56 shell compa-
nies, with the help of hawala op-
erators from2010-16?" she asked.
The BJPleader said these shell
companies were Indo Metallic
Impex Private Limited, Akinchan
Developers Private Limited,
Prayas Info Solution Private
Limited and Mangalyatan
Projects Private Limited.
“Kejriwalji, should such a per-
son continue to be a minister in
your government?” she asked.
AAP MP Sanjay Singh, mean-
while, called Jain’s arrest a diver-
sionary tactic. “This has only been
done todivert the attention of the
public from the incidents in
Kashmir.I want to know why the
ED has been sleeping over this
case for eight years, and why is it
thatsuddenly before the elections
in Himachal Pradesh, it has be-
come active and worked so hard
to arrest the AAP Himachal
Pradeshin-charge Satyendar Jain
on afalse allegation?” he said.

ADMISSION NOTICE == IAS' 2022-23

Atishi says new L-G
interfering in DJB

New Delhi: AAPleader and MLA Atishi hit out at new
L-G V K Saxena and alleged that he was infringing
on the elected government’s rights to govern.

“The new L-G called a meeting with Delhi Jal
Board officials Monday and gave certain directions
and orders. Since he has been appointed recently
and may not know Delhi and its governance struc-
ture well, I want to inform him that under the
Constitutional position of Delhi, L-G has been given
three areas — land, law and order and police. This
has been made clear in the Supreme Court’s
Constitutional Bench judgment as well,” she said.

Atishi said the recent amendments to the Delhi
Municipal Corporation Act, which led to its reunifi-
cation, could be interpreted to mean that the MCD
also comes under the L-G’s control, but areas such as
power, health, water and education remain under
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Sri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Minister of India

Vor—
Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

NAVA KARNATAKA
FOR NAVA BHARATH

Karnataka makes major strides
in Women Empowerment.

Centre's total contribution to Karnataka (2014-22)

Rs. 1,29,776.74 crore

Excluding Devolution, GST Compensation, Finance Commission Grants, etc.

.. As enshrined in our Constitution, - to safeguard public property and to
= abjure violence is the fundamental duty of every citizen of India.

“Women empowerment is crucial to India’s growth.

We see them as nation builders.”

- Narendra Modi

Centrally Assisted Schemes

ICDS: Rs. 3,081.34 crore
Supplementary Nutrition Programme:

Rs.3,604.50 crore. Beneficiaries: 49 lakh
PM Matru Vandana Yojana: Rs. 465.27 crore.

Beneficiaries: 16.22 lakh

Women beneficiaries in Karnataka under

PM Jan Dhan Yojana: 16.18 lakh
Swachh Bharat (Rural & Urban):

Rs.4,156.42 crore. Beneficiaries: 49.54 lakh

Sri Basavaraj S. Bommai
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Karnataka

Wear
Mask

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

B Foion oo M r Maintain
‘ In‘ Follow Physical In' ‘ @ Hand Hygiene

Implementation of Central Govt. approved
Women Shakti Kendra Yojana, Empowerment
of rural women through skill development,

employment, digital literacy, health and
nutrition

Establishing District-level Women Kendras in
28 districts of the state, with an objective of
creating awareness about the various State

and Central Govt. schemes

Centre’s grants to the above programs:
Rs. 5,81,37,794

& karnataka information

Department of Information and Public Relations

New Delhi
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IGI Airport gets
RFID tags for
check-inbags

New Delhi: In a first in
India, the IGI Airport in
Delhi has introduced ra-
dio-frequency identifica-
tion (RFID) enabled bag-
gage tags which will give
passengers real-time in-
formation about the loca-
tion of their luggage. The
RFID technology will be
personalised and help ar-
riving passengers keep
track and not lose their
check-in luggage.
According to Delhi
International  Airport
Limited, the bag tags will
be called “Bag Trax”. They
have been launched for se-
lect frequent flyers at
Terminal 3 of the airport as
part of a pilot project and
will soon be provided at all
terminals. Passengers can
buy it in the departures
sections. “Bag Trax will not
only help the domestic
and international arrival
passengers but also those
in transit to track their
checked-in baggage,” said
DIALin a statement.

3dieinseptic
tankin Nuh

Gurgaon: Three members
of afamily, including an 8-
year-old boy, died ina sep-
tic tank in Nuh district.
SHO of Bicchor police sta-
tion said the septic tank
was covered with a con-
crete stone. “As the boy
stepped on the tank while
playing, the stone cover
broke and he fell. Hearing
his cries, his father and un-
cle wentinto the tank one
by one torescue him,” said
the SHO. “It is suspected
that they died of suffoca-
tion,” said the SHO.

Rs12.5crcosts
on pvtcompany
togotonew

smog tower: HC

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Wednesday im-
posed a cost of Rs 12.5
crore on a private com-
pany for concealing that
they had been banned by
the Ministry of Defence for
one year and by the Food
Corporation of India for
five years while bidding
for a RITES Ltd tender for
engagement of a freight
forwarder for transporta-
tion of passenger coaches
to Mozambique. The
amount has been ordered
to be used for installation
of a smog tower in the na-
tional capital.

Twodie after
soil cavesin

Gurgaon: Two labourers
were killed after soil caved
in at an under-construc-
tion plotin Gurgaon’s sec-
tor 56 on Wednesday.
Police said the incident
took place around 4 pm
when six labourers were
working at the site. ENS

Kidney racket that t

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

AKIDNEY transplantation racket
has been busted in South Delhi
with the arrest of 10 people, in-
cluding two doctors, who al-
legedly targeted homeless peo-
ple and illegally sold their
kidneys. The accused have been
arrested from different parts of
Delhi, Sonepat and Rishikesh.
Police said the gang con-
ducted at least 12-14 kidney
transplants over the last six
months. On May 26, a team at
Hauz Khas police station re-

ceived inputs that 3-4 men were
targeting the homeless near Al-
IMS hospital. A police informer
led the team to a man who was
being taken to a lab for amedical
check-up. Police found one of the
victims, Pintu Yadav, during the
raid.

“Yadav told us that he was
being taken by Sarvjeet Jailwal
(37) for treatment of abdomen
pain, but the man was forcing
him to give his kidney. Yadav
fought with him and left,” said
said an officer from the investi-
gating team led by SHO Shivani
Singh. A case under sections of
cheating and Transplantation of

Human Organs Act has been reg-
istered.

Police said Yadav led them to
Jailwal, who was found with an-
other victim, Raghu Sharma. The
gang had already taken Sharma’s
kidney. Jailwal was questioned
and raids were conducted in
Paschim Vihar, where police
found another accused, Shailesh
Patel (23), with three more vic-
tims.

DCP (South) Benita Mary
Jaiker said, “We found that Patel
had conducted medical tests on
the men and was going to take
their kidneys. Their lives were
saved in time. Patel used to iden-

Zepto employee’s death: Court
says police planted eyewitness
and broken piece of car bumper

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

OBSERVING THAT police planted
a witness along with pieces of
evidence to solve the hit-and-
run accident that left a 19-year-
old Zepto delivery staffer dead in
Dwarka, a court has said that
“sadistic pleasure is derived by
men in uniform from converting
a bailable offence into a non-
bailable offence as per their
whims, fancies and pleasure”.

OnMay 16, the victim, Karan
Raju, was on his bike when a car
hit him at Dwarka Sector 10 and
fled from the spot.

DCP (Dwarka) Shankar
Choudhary had said, “It was a
blind case. There were no eye-
witnesses or CCTVs near the
spot. The only clue was a broken
part of the bumper of the offend-
ing vehicle. We visited all spare
part dealers and workshops in
Southwest Delhi. The accused,
Sudhakar Yadav, a resident of
Dwarka Sector-18, was traced
and arrested. His Tata Nexon car
was seized. Yadav was booked
under IPC sections 279 (rash
driving) and 304-A causing
death by negligence. Section 304
(punishment for culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder)
will be added based on any pos-
sible legal merit.”

In his order, Additional
Sessions Judge Lokesh Kumar
Sharma said, “The SHO of
Dwarka (South) police station
was asked to explain under what
circumstances he had advised
the investigation officer to in-
voke IPC section 304 (part II). In
his reply, he informed that he
took charge as the SHO of the po-
lice station concerned on May
18, when the FIR was registered
at 11.50 pm. It has also been
stated that though the accident
took place on May 16, the victim
died on May 18, before registra-
tion of this case itself.”

Section 304 (part II) is in-
voked when police believe the
accused had knowledge that
death may be caused by his act,
as opposed to 304 (A) which is
death by negligence.

AS] Sharma stated, “It is sur-
prising to note, as to when the
factum of death of injured was
already within the knowledge of
the 10 concerned, then why did
he not register the FIR under
proper sections initially. It has
been stated further by the SHO
thaton May 19, after aday of reg-
istration of the FIR, an eyewit-
ness met with police, who dis-
closed that the offending vehicle
was a Tata Nexon and its driver
was heavily intoxicated while
committing the accident. In the
intensity of the collision, the
bumper was damaged and was
recovered from the spot. Linking

Khan approaches HC to
remove ‘bad character’ tag

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

DELHI HIGH Court Wednesday
asked Delhi Police to respond to
AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan’s
petition against the ‘history sheet’
it opened against him in March,
and the tag of ‘bad character’ by
the police. Khan has also sought
legal action against senior police
officers for allegedly acting in a
“mala fide and perverse manner”.

Justice Sudhir Kumar Jain,
whileissuing the notice, directed
police to file a status report, and

listed the matter for hearing on
July 28. However, the court de-
clined to stay the Delhi Police’s
decision to open ‘history sheet'in
the interim, saying the matter re-
quires serious consideration first.
SHO Jamia Nagar had on
March 28 prepared a dossier rec-
ommending opening of ‘history
sheet’ against Khan, and declaring
him a ‘bad character’. Advocate M
Sufian Siddiqui, representing
Khan, argued that he has notbeen
convictedinasingle case,and DCP
while according approval, was re-
quired to record reasons and not
actinamechanical manner.

Karan Raju was killed in a hit-and-run on May 16

the broken piece of the bumper,
they traced and arrested the ac-
cused and impounded the of-
fending vehicle.”

“Dueto this conduct of the ac-
cused, who concealed his vehicle
and was under the influence of
liquor, IPC section 304 (part- II)
was advised by him (SHO) to be
added inthis case. A perusal of the
FIR reveals that when the IO ar-
rived at the spot, he had seen only
the Scooty ZYPP electric, which
was lying at the roadside after the
accident. It has nowhere been
mentioned by the IO in the FIR
that he saw or seized any broken
piece of the bumper of any vehi-
cle whatsoever,” AS] Sharma said
in his order on May 30.

AS] Sharma further said,
“This fact itself is sufficient to
hold that police later on planted
an eyewitness along with a bro-
ken piece of a bumper of some
vehicle, on the basis of which
they claimed to have solved this
case.No evidence is available on
record regarding the accused un-
der the influence of alcohol at
the time of the commission of
the alleged offence.”

“It simply shows that sadis-
tic pleasure is derived by menin
uniform from converting other-
wise a bailable offence into a
non-bailable offence, as per their
whims, fancies and pleasure.
However, while misusing the le-
gal provisions to suit their con-
venience, they don’t even hesi-
tate to play with the liberty of an
individual citizen which other-
wise is guaranteed to him by the
Constitution of India, and most
shockingly if this is happening in
the capital of this nation, only
God knows what will be the fate
of acitizen’s liberty in other parts
of the country,” he said.

“lam also constrained to ob-
serve here that these police offi-
cials do not even have a proper
knowledge of criminal law, as
IPC section 304-A talks about the
death of a person resulting from
arashornegligent act, whereas,
IPC section 304 (Part- II) categor-
ically talks about the knowledge
of a person while committing an

offence, that by doing the said
act, heis likely to cause death but
without any intention to cause
death. Hence, these two sections
are step-sisters which cannot be
invoked together as has been
done in this case to deprive the
applicant of his precious liberty
guaranteed under the
Constitution,” he said in his order.

The court has sent the copy
of the order to Union Home
Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla and
Delhi Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana for their perusal
and to initiate necessary action
against the erring police
official(s).

The AS] also noted: “l am fur-
ther constrained to observe here
that incidents of this nature,
atrocities at the hands of police
and torture of innocent people
inutter violation of the principle
of natural justice as well as pro-
visions of IPC and CrPC, have
gone steep high since the ap-
pointment of the current DCP of
Dwarka district. Recently, the
CMM took cognizance after po-
lice abducted a person from his
house, who was later shown as
captured after an encounter.”

“Not only this but also a co-
ordinate bench of this court,
while dealing with a bail appli-
cation, was constrained to ob-
serve that exploitation of inno-
cent people under the garb of
fake encounters was now ram-
pant in the area as five different
people were shot by officials at
the same part of their body in
different incidents. This atro-
cious and illegal attitude and
conduct on the part of police of-
ficials shows that either the DCP
concerned is not competent
enough or lacks the capacity of
administrative supervision and
control over the district and to
lead the police officials for im-
plementation of the criminal law
inits correct perspective, or heis
actively involved in encouraging
the police officials to indulge in
such kind of illegal activities to
the utter prejudice of the funda-
mental rights of the people of
this nation,” he said.

tify ‘soft targets’ such as the
homeless.”

Patel and Sarvjeet were ar-
rested and they told police that
they were tasked to bring donors
to their associate Vikas (24) and
a doctor, who would pay them
Rs 30,000-Rs 40,000 for each.
The men would first be med-
ically examined and their kid-
neys were then sold to patients
foramuch higher price, said po-
lice. Their associate, Md Latif, a
field boy at a lab, was also ar-
rested. He used to take donors
and recipients to diagnostic cen-
tres for testing before operation,
police said.

Stephen’s
admission:
HC issues
notice to
college, DU
and UGC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday issued a notice to
Delhi University and St Stephen’s
College on a public interest liti-
gation challenging the latter's de-
cision to continue with inter-
views for admission to its general
seats. The petition sought adirec-
tion to make St Stephen’s College
admitstudents onits ‘unreserved
seats’ of undergraduate courses
only on the basis of marks re-
ceived by them in the Common
University Entrance Test (CUET)
exam, as mandated by DU.

The division bench of Acting
Chief Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice Sachin Datta also issued
notice to the University Grants
Commission, and granted the re-
spondents four weeks to respond.
It listed the matter for the hear-
ingonJuly 6. St Stephen’s College
and DU have been at loggerheads
over the minority institution’s re-
fusal to do away with interviews
for admissions to its general
seats. The college last month an-
nounced that it would give 85%
weightage to the CUET score and
15% to the interview.

A DU law student, Konika
Poddar, has challenged the col-
lege's decision. Senior advocate
Arun Bhardwaj represented the
petitioner. The PIL, filed through
advocate Akash Vajpai, states that
it is being filed “on behalf of the
hundreds of students who want
to take admission in unreserved
seats” of St Stephen’s but do not
want to appear forinterview asit
“is against the admission policy”
of DU, and also against the man-
date of its Academic and
Executive council.

“In the past, students used to
be under huge stress to secure
more than 95% marks in Class XII
board examination so as to get
admission in the university of
their choice. With the introduc-
tion of CUET, stress on them for
securing very high marks in the
one and only board examination
stands reduced,” argues the peti-
tion. It further contends that DU
rules are binding on “St Stephen’s
College also, irrespective of its mi-
nority character”, and that a mi-
nority institution cannot “disre-
gard merit or merit-based
selection of students”.

“The National Education
Policy has clearly elucidated that
entrance to higher education
should be through common en-
trance test at the national level so
that there is a uniform standard
of benchmarking of candidates,”
reads the petition.

Buying property to get costlier

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

BUYING PROPERTY in the capital
is set to become costlier as the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
has decided toincrease the trans-
fer duty by 1 per cent on proper-
ties priced above Rs 25 lakh.
Asenior official said once the
hike comes into effect, the trans-
fer duty will be 4 per cent for men
and 3 per cent for women buyers.
The transfer duty, calculated
on the basis of registered sale
value of property in addition to
stamp duty, is being increased
with an aim toimprove the finan-

cial health of the civic body, which
has been hit particularly hard by
the pandemic. The move has
been in the pipeline for long.

This is also the first major de-
cision taken by the civic body af-
ter the unification of the north,
east and south municipal corpo-
rations last month.

The decision was taken in a
meeting on Tuesday. A proposal
was moved in this regard, and
passed by the special officer of the
MCD, who has been entrusted to
run the civic body till the new
House is elected. The move will
increase revenue and bolster the
MCD's coffers, which will be used
for overcoming financial chal-

lenges and providing best serv-
ices to the people, officials said..
Properties are divided into
eight categoriesin the capital - A,
B,C D, E F,Gand H - depending
on their location, and Delhi gov-
ernment collects stamp duty on
sale and purchase of properties.
Upscale colonies fall in cate-
gories Aand B, such as Golf Links,
Vasant Vihar, Sunder Nagar and
Jor Bagh. Middle income group
neighbourhoods fall in the Cand
D categories, and include Lajpat
Nagar, Alaknanda, Bhogal and
Amar Colony. Localities such as
Geeta Colony, Anand Parbat and
Sheikh Sarai fall in the E, F, G, H

categories.

“They disclosed names of
testing centres and hospitals
where kidneys used to be trans-
planted. Their other associates,
Vipin and Vikas, used to pay the
donor after the illegal trans-
plants,” said the DCP. After raids,
Vikas and Ranjit Gupta (43) were
arrested. Vikas would provide
accommodation to donors in
Paschim Vihar while Gupta
would help send them and the
recipients to Gohana for the
medical procedure.

The interrogation led inves-
tigators to Gohana, in Haryana’s
Sonepat district, where the ac-
cused had opened their clinic.

Police arrested Dr Sonu Rohilla
(37) and Dr Sourabh Mittal (37)
on the spot. Dr Rohilla, the
owner of the clinic, allegedly
performed illegal operations
along with other doctors and
technicians from prominent
hospitals, police said. Dr Mittal is
an anesthesiologist who has
worked ina reputed hospital and
would help with operations.
Three operation theatre tech-
nicians who worked with Dr
Mittal — Kuldeep Ray (47), Om
Prakash Sharma (48)and Manoj
Tiwari (36) —were also arrested.
Police believe Ray is the alleged
mastermind and had convinced

argeted the homeless busted

the others. He partnered with Dr
Rohilla to work at his clinic in
Gohana.

“Ray worked as a technician
at areputed hospital and was
also operating on patients in
Gohana. He used to contact vic-
tims and recipients on Facebook,
and had formed several groups,”
said the DCP.

Police said the accused have
likely transplanted more than 20
kidneys. The victim would be
paid Rs 1-3 lakh while the recip-
ient would pay the accused Rs
10-25 lakh. The victims were
from Assam, Bengal, Kerala,
Delhi, etc, police said.

A photo of Kirori Mal College music society in 1988. KK is in the last row, wearing sunglasses

KK’s Delhi University
roots before he found fame

UDBHAV SETH
NEW DELHI. JUNE 1

IN THE '80s, music was not a
strong suit in Delhi University’s
bouquet of extra-curricular activ-
ities. Only a few colleges had a
fledgling music society. The aspir-
ing singers and musicians at
Kirori Mal College (KMC), singer
KK’s alma mater, wanted to start
one of their own and take their
musicoutside the confines of the
college.

Sumangala Damodaran, a
third-year economics student at
KMC, was one such enthusiast.In
1985, along with her friends and
a physics faculty member,
Sumitra Mohanty Chakrabarti,
she founded the college’s music
society - MUSOC. A year later,
they began auditioning students
for the society under the Extra-
Curricular Activity (ECA) quota
that enables accomplished stu-
dents from different artistic fields
to take admission in Delhi
University. Krishnakumar
Kunnath - KK’s pre-Bollywood
name - was one such student.

“A diminutive young man

wearing dark glasses came inand
we were completely blown away
by the power and feeling in his
voice,” says Damodaran, now a
professor of economics at
Ambedkar University. “It was ob-
vious that he would top the list for
ECA admissions, but it was also
his personality that was arrest-
ing.”
KK did top the ECAlist. He was
inducted into the college society,
taking admission under the com-
merce course. Everybody in-
stantly liked him. From
Damodaran (“We became really
good friends and sang so many
duets together”) to Professor
Chakrabarti, who recently retired
from KMC (“He was a very dear
student, often rode back home
with me”) to his college band-
mates, all are shaken by the
singer’s death after a perform-
ance in Kolkata last night.

The popular playback singer
who lent his voice to hits like
‘Tadap Tadap’ from Hum Dil De
Chuke Sanam (1999) and
‘Aankhon Mein Teri’ from Om
Shanti Om (2007) was regarded
as one of the most respected
singersin the Hindi musicindus-
try. But in the beginning, he was
only interested in western music.

“He used to tell me, ‘Ma’am, [
only listen to western music’,”
says Chakrabarti. “I told him to
perform Hindi music too. Years
later he thanked me for that.”

A drummer and singer for
KMC'’s then-band, Horizon, KK
dove into the college circuit and
won prizes at multiple competi-
tions. Gautam Chikermane,
Horizon'’s keyboardist and now
vice-president of Observer
Research Foundation, a policy re-
search institute, recalls that he

New Delhi

A photo provided by music producer Julius Packiam of when
he, KK (in black T-shirt) and others represented India in the
World Youth Festival in Pyongyang, North Korea in 1989.

used to take a DTC bus every
morning and reach KMC at 8.15
am for band practices in the green
room. There, all six members, in-
cluding KK, would practise daily
to conquer the western music
scene in the university.

“Once, we were performing
Walk of Life by Dire Straits at
Maulana Azad Medical College,
and I messed up the pianointro.]
started itata very slow tempo. KK
kept looking over at me from the
drums and hinting to speed up,
but it’s not that easy,” chuckles
Chikermane. “He put his own life
into every song and made it his
own. He tackled diverse moods
with each song he sang.”

“When we went to performat
IIT Kanpur, he happened to get a
sore throatand got really discour-
aged,” says Sandeep Madan,
Horizon’s bassist. “But we con-
vinced him to nurse it and when
we finally performed, it was4 am.
It was like nothing had gone
wrong. He was amazing,”

But music was not his only
love. A girl that he had known
since eighth grade, Jyoti, was his
other obsession - they dated
through school and college and
eventually married. According to
Horizon'’s singer and frontman,
Julius Packiam, now a renowned
music producer in Mumbai, KK
split all his time between music
and Jyoti.

“After one point, every day, he
was either with me in the studio
recording jingles, or out with
Jyoti,” says Packiam, with alaugh.
“That’s all he did.”

Afterfinishing college, KK was
very serious about marryingJyoti,
says Tom Joseph, Horizon’s gui-
tarist and KK’s schoolmate at
Mount St Mary’s School, Delhi
Cantonment. The couple’s par-
ents were unsure about KK’s as-
pirations in music and advised
him to geta more stable job.So he
approached Joseph, who used to
work in a company selling elec-
tronic typewriters - those be-
came the next six (financially sta-
ble) months of his life.

“Then he married Jyoti, went
toBombay, and, of course, got his
bigbreak,” says Joseph, “but he re-

mained a very close and dear
friend. [ remember a very filmire-
union in Pune whenIspotted him
inacarwith his family, called out,
and he stopped the car and came
and met me. It was quite crazy. He
came over for dinner that night.”

“When we were invited to our
college annual meet in 2004, KK
called me and the other guys and
said that he wanted us to play
with him at the event,” says
Madan. “He could’ve played with
any musician he wanted, but he
said, ‘No, I want to play with you

'

guys.

“KK was loyal, humble, and a
tremendous musician,” says
Packiam. “He never even touched
cigarettes or beer or even cold
drinks, because he wanted to pre-
serve his throat. He stuck to warm
water. [ don’t know how to
process his death.”

He often returned to KMCand
remembered his MUSOC days
fondly. Chakrabarti says that he
keptin touch with the society and
used to visit her in the staff room
whenever he came to the college.
Sherecalls the night when he was
performingat the college’s festin
2013 and she had to get up from
the front row mid-song and leave
the venue - it was getting late and
she had to drive home all the way
to Gurgaon. “I found out the next
day that he noticed me leaving.
Apparently, he said to someone,
‘Why did Sumitra ma’am leave?
Kya main itna bura gaa raha tha
(Was I singing that badly)'?” she
says.

Chikermane recounts that
one night, when the days of type-
writer sales and hotel gigs where
nobody cared about his voice
were long behind KK, he came to
visit him in Mumbai. They
walked for along time on Marine
Drive and reminisced about their
lives, failures and successes, and
how divergent their paths had be-
come now. “He turned to me and
said, ‘You know, I came here and
stood exactly here on this spot
and looked at these lights and
wondered if Bombay would give
me space’,” says Chikermane. “It
did — Bombay became Mumbai
and our KK became India’s KK.”
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SPECIAL SCREENING

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah and Railways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, among others, turned up for the special screening
of Akshay Kumar-starrer Samrat Prithviraj at PVR,
Chanakyapuri, on Wednesday evening. The movie is based
on the life and exploits of 12th Century Rajput king who had
once defeated Muhammad Ghori before being captured and
executed by the latter. With Shah being there, several top of-
ficers also showed up at the special screening.

the Tirupati Balaji temple.

TRACK RECORD

FORMER RURAL Development Secretary Amarjeet Sinha on
Wednesday praised NHAI Chairperson Alka Upadhyaya, cit-
ing her track record and the difference she has made to the
roadsinrural areas. Delivering the 53rd ICSSR Foundation Day
Lecture, Sinha said, “Alka Upadhyay was the Joint Secretary,
looking after PMGSY, whom we brought from Madhya
Pradesh...she has done six years of PMGSY in Madhya Pradesh
and four-and-a-half years in the Ministry of Rural
Development. Now, she has been brought as NHAI
Chairman...l am sure, it will improve further.”

BIRTHDAY BASH

ASMOST of the Union ministers visited different places across
the country to launch the Modi government's fortnight-long
eighth anniversary celebrations on Tuesday, Union Minister
of State for Electronics and Information Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar was in Andhra Pradesh and it was his birth-
day. He was in Rajahmundry to attend the Garib Kalyan
Sammelan where party workers came to know about the
Minister’s birthday. The enthusiastic workers brought four
cakes, while a farmer brought bananas from his farm for the
minister. An overwhelmed Chandrasekhar told them that he
usually celebrates his birthday quietly with his wife, daugh-
ter and son, and this year's will be etched in his memory as a
special one. The party workers also brought him 'prasad’ from

Jharkhand HC reserves
order on maintainability
of PIL against CM Soren

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JUNE1

THE HIGH Court of Jharkhand on
Wednesday reserved its order on
the point of maintainability of
the PIL seeking a probe against
Chief Minister Hemant Soren on
transactions of some shell com-
panies purportedly operated by
his family members.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Ravi Ranjan and Justice
Sujit Narayan Prasad concluded
the hearing of the PIL, filed by
Shiv Shankar Sharma, and will
deliver the order on June 3.

The HC, in compliance with
the Supreme Court directive of
May 24, will decide if the PIL is
maintainable before entering
into merits of the petition.

Stating that the HC may
“throw out the petitioner” in the
PILrelated to the shell companies
case in view of shortcomings,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
on Wednesday submitted that
the court should keep the “peti-
tion” intact, as the cause es-
poused “needs to be examined”.

The court was hearing the is-
sue of “maintainability” of the

case, necessitated by the
Supreme Court's order.

Mehta's submission came af-
ter Kapil Sibal, who appeared for
the state government, and
Mukul Rohatgi, representing
Chief Minister Hemant Soren,
both raised the issue of peti-
tioner Shiv Shankar Sharma's
credentials and questioned the
source of his information that
“only” talked about “suspicion”
of money laundering.

Mehta said: “...If the peti-
tioner is supposed to be thrown
out, throw him out.Iam not sup-
porting him. (But) the cause
which has been espoused needs
to be examined.... Now it is not
justhisversion...ED asanagency
has also gathered details.”

He told the court, “Assuming
that the HC PIL rules are not
complied with either is full or
partly...(but) will it take the ju-
risdiction away from the lord-
ships when shocking facts are
pointed out. Your lordships will
not examine itsy-bitsy.”

Mehta also submitted that
thereisa “connection” between
IAS officer Pooja Singhal and
grant of various mining leases in
Jharkhand.

Yogi launches second phase of Ram temple

construction: ‘500-yr strugg}e

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW, JUNE 1

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday
performed the shila pujan of the
garba griha (sanctum sancto-
rum) of the under-construction
Ram temple in Ayodhya.

Addressing a gathering of
Hindu saints, priests and devo-
tees on the occasion,

Adityanath said the Ram
temple will be “rashtra mandir”
or the national temple of “New
India” which will bind the nation
in one thread under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's 'Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat' cam-
paign.

“The 500-year-long struggle
appears to be materialising and
taking a concrete shape. What
else could be the moment of
pride for every Indian... The in-

Denial of nod
to Media One
is based on
sensitive intel:
Centre to SC

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

THE CENTRE Wednesday in-
formed the Supreme Court that
denial of security clearance to
Malayalam news channel 'Media
One'is based on intelligence in-
puts, which are "sensitive" and
"secret in nature".

It said that as a matter of pol-
icy and in the interest of security
of the State and its establish-
ments, the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) does not disclose
the reasons for denial.

The affidavit was filed by the
Ministry of Information of
Broadcasting in response to the
appeal by the news channel
against Kerala High Court order
dismissing its plea challenging
the denial of security clearance
and telecast ban ordered by the
Union government.

“Itis submitted that MHA has
informed that the denial of se-
curity clearance is based on in-
telligence inputs, which are sen-
sitive and secret in nature.
Therefore, as a matter of policy
and in the interest of security of
the state and its establishments,
the MHA does not disclose the
reasons for denial,” the govern-
ment affidavit stated.

The Centre, however, said
that all relevant files were pro-
duced by MHA before the High
Court and also before the top
court on March 15, and in the
event this court directs to pro-
duce the files again, MHA will
produce the same before this
court in a sealed cover.

“It is further submitted that
the MHA under Section 124 of
Indian Evidence Act seeks privi-
lege over its secret files and prays
to this court that the contents of
the files may not be disclosed to
the petitioners, as such a disclo-
sure may have far reaching and
unimaginable consequences in
so far as national security is con-
cerned,” it said.

The Centre said that the re-
newal of permission for a televi-
sion channel is not a matter of
right for a company and such
permissionis granted only upon
fulfilment of certain eligibility
conditions.

Union Cabinet eases criteria for
Chhattisgarh tribals to join CRPF

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

THE UNION Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
on Wednesday relaxed eligibil-
ity criteria for tribal youths from
three Maoist-affected districts of
Chhattisgarh to join the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF).
The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Wednesday said the
Cabinet approved its proposal
“torelax requisite minimum ed-
ucational qualification from
Class 10 to Class 8 for the recruit-
ment of 400 candidates as
Constable (General Duty) in the
CRPF from three districts of
South Chhattisgarh, namely
Bijapur, Dantewada and Sukma”.
Notably,in2016-17, the CRPF

had raised one Bastariya
Battallion where youths were
primarily recruited from the
Bijapur, Dantewada, Narayanpur
and Sukma districts of the Bastar
region of the state. The govern-
ment had then relaxed many re-
quirements of specific physical
features for recruitment to help
locals join the force. The move
was aimed at having people with
local knowledge of language,
culture, topography and demog-
raphy in the force so as to
strengthen its intelligence col-
lection and operations.

However, it could not yield
optimum results as not many
native youths could fulfil the
minimum educational qualifica-
tion eligibility criteria, which
was Class 10, a statement from
the MHA said.

The recruits under the new
eligibility criteria will still be re-
quired to pass Class 10 after join-
ing the force, the responsibility
of helping them in this endeav-
our will lie with the CRPF, it said.

Earlier too government had
tried to recruit tribals through
quotas in each battalion. This,
however, had not been very suc-
cessful with year after year va-
cancies piling up. “Bastar tribals
are shorter than other tribals and
very lean. So, even after relaxed
norms, they could rarely make
it,” a senior CRPF officer said.

The government had then re-
laxed physical requirements of
height from 160 cm to 155.5 cm.
Similarly, chest measurement
was capped at 73.5 cminstead of
75 cm. There was relaxation in
weight, too.

-

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath performs ‘shila pujan’
at the Ram temple’s sanctum sanctorum. Express

vaders had tried to destroy the
dream of India and attacked our
faith with malicious intent. But
inthe end, India emerged victo-
rious... The victory has been
achieved through the path of
dharma, truth and justice,”
Adityanath said, adding the

mantras of “satyameva jayate”
and “dharmo rakshati rakshitah"
have proved their importance.
“The struggle of saints and ef-
forts of great men like (late VHP
leader) Ashok Singhal, lakhs of
workers associated with
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

taking shape’

and “vichar parivar” (ideological
family), is taking shape...
Devotees coming to Ayodhya is
feeling overwhelmed and
blessed by seeing the grand Ram
temple being built,” the CM said,
adding the construction work
will gain further pace.

Last month, Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra,
constituted to oversee the con-
struction and the management
of the Ram temple, said that the
temple will be opened to the
public by early 2024 - months
ahead of the next Lok Sabha
elections. Prime Minister Modi
had laid the foundation stone of
the Ram temple in August 2020.

Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya, who was
also present at the event, said the
first phase of the Ram temple
construction has been com-
pleted and the second phase has
begun.

CROSS-VOTING FEARS AHEAD OF RAJYA SABHA POLLS
Cong summons Haryana MLAs
to Delhi, may send them to resort

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH, JUNE1

THE CONGRESS leadership has
summoned its 31 MLAs in
Haryana, including top leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, for a
meeting in New Delhi Thursday
amid apprehensions of cross-
voting in the June 10 Rajya Sabha
polling.

This comes after the son of
expelled leader and former
Union minister Venod Sharma —
media baron Kartikeya Sharma
— filed his nomination papers as
an Independent candidate for
Rajya Sabha from Haryana.
Sharma is backed by the JJP’s 10
MLAs in Haryana and is likely to

SELFIE WI1TH PM

gain support of BJP as well as
several Independent MLAs.

The Congress candidate is
Ajay Maken.

The party leadership will
first hold a meeting of all the
MLAs and will likely send them
toaresortin Chattisgarh capital
Raipur.

Haryana party affairs in-
charge Vivek Bansal told The
Indian Express: “Yes, the party
high command has asked all
MLAs to reach Delhi on
Thursday. Meeting of all the
MLAs shall be held at 15, RG road,
Delhi. Rahulji is not there in
Delhi, but it is not yet clear if
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi or somebody else will
chair the meeting.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with boxing world champion
Nikhat Zareen in New Delhi on Wednesday. Zareen’s
teammates Manisha Moun and Parveen Hooda, who won
bronze medals at the World Boxing Championships in other
weight categories, also met the PM. P11

He admitted that the party
has summoned all the MLAs to
New Delhi to prevent possibili-
ties of cross-voting in Rajya
Sabha polling. He added that
there “is also a possibility that all
the MLAs shall be sent out of
Haryana and kept together at a
hotel/ resort”.

“Further course of action
shall be decided, after the meet-
ing at New Delhi,” Bansal said.

Sources said Congress
Adampur MLA Kuldeep Bishnoi
— who has been skipping party
events after not being consid-
ered in the revamped Haryana
Pradesh Congress Committee —
would not be part of Thursday's
meeting and may not join the
other legislators at the resort.

Eight new
HC judges
appointed,
six shifted

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

FOUR YEARS after his name was
recommended by the Supreme
Court collegium, advocate
Wasim Sadiq Nargal was on
Wednesday appointed as an ad-
ditional judge of the Jammu &
Kashmir High Court.

The recommendation of
Nargal was made by the
Supreme Court collegium in
2018 and was one of the oldest
pending with the government.
The appointment on
Wednesday came after the col-
legium reiterated the recom-
mendation in 2021.

According to notifications is-
sued by the Law Ministry, seven
judicial officers from Bihar were
elevated as judges of the Patna
High Court.

Four additional judges of the
Kerala High Court were also ele-
vated as judges.

The ministry also notified
transfers of six judges from the
High Courts in Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, Tripura, Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, Manipur,
and Madhya Pradesh.

BLAMES BJP FOR POLL DEFEATS

AIADMK takes
onally BJP, says
Centre’s policies
against Tamils

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAILJUNE1

FIVE YEARS since it entered into
an electoral alliance with the BJP,
the under-the-surface anti-saf-
fron party sentiments within the
AIADMK, mainly driven by the
“anti-Tamil” policies of the
Central government, are finally
out in the open.

AIADMK organisational sec-
retary C Ponnaiyan on Tuesday
accused the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment of stealing state’s rev-
enue, besides blaming the party
for the poll defeats, losing minor-
ity community support, and
“anti-Tamil” policies, especially
those concerning the students.

There were disagreements
among the AIADMK leaders over
the alliance with the BJP from
the start, but none, including
Ponnaiyan, ever criticised the
saffron party publicly.

After Ponnaiyan's remarks at
a workshop organised for the
party office-bearers, he told The
Indian Express that the alliance
with the BJP was an “electoral
understanding” to take on the
DMK. “We have anideology that
is different from BJP’s...even as
we are in alliance, we disagree
with them on many things; we
are against Hindi..we don't en-
dorse their language policy.
Narendra Modi government’s
support to Rajapaksas was
wrong; India should have been
supporting Sri Lankan Tamils in-
stead,” said Ponnaiyan.

“We also oppose the NEET.In
a state like Tamil Nadu where
CBSE schools are not very com-
mon, our students fail to clear
the NEET that is largely based on
the CBSE syllabi. Ever since the
NEET system was introduced,
admissions to our medical col-
leges are largely from North
India, which go against the inter-
ests of the students of Tamil
Nadu,” he said.

The veteran leader said the
Central government was steal-

Political
@ compulsion

EXPLAINED

THE OUTBURST against the
BJP comes against the back-
drop of a growing percep-
tion in Tamil Nadu that the
BJPis performing the role of
the main Opposition party,
while the AIADMK is not
putting up a spirited fight
to take on the ruling DMK.
Also, the feedback fromthe
party cadres was against
the alliance, especially after
the Hindi language row.
Political observers feel that
the AIADMK wants to go to
the 2024 general elections
witha cleanimage.

ing the state's revenue in the
name of the GST in violation of
the fundamental norms of the
federalism. “We hate this highly
centralised style of governance.
We will not compromise on
these issues,” he said.

Ponnaiyan's sudden outburst
against the BJP, reportedly with
the blessings of Edappadi K
Palaniswami, has triggered de-
bates on the chances of AIADMK
snapping ties with the saffron
party ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

Ponnaiyan said it was 100 per
cent true that the alliance with
the BJP did alienate the minority
community voters of the party.
“That was the reason for minori-
ties voting against us in the re-
centelections,” he said. Will they
continue the alliance? He said
they will decide at the right time.

BJP state president K
Annamalai said: “There is noth-
ing wrong in a political leader’s
wish to make his party No. 1 on
their home turf. At the same
time, these criticisms and re-
marks about BJP are indicating
that the party is gaining signifi-
cant ground in the state.”

STOCKHOLM DIALOGUE
Developed world should
take lead in transition
towards net zero: India

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

DEVELOPED COUNTRIES must
take lead in the global transition
towards net zero and low carbon
industry transition, Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said on
Wednesday.

Addressing the Industry
Transition Dialogue hosted by
India and Sweden in Stockholm,
Yadav said, “The developing
world needs notjust anindustrial
transition, but rather anindustrial
renaissance - a flowering of in-
dustries and sectors that will to-
gether create jobs, prosperity and

aclean environment. The transi-
tion trajectory will vary for differ-
ent countries based on their na-
tional circumstances.”

“The developed countries
with their historical experiences
must take lead in the global tran-
sition towards net-zero and low
carbon industry transition. The
green premium associated with
zero or low carbon technologies
must be compensated to trigger
demand atarequired scaleinap-
propriate ways,” Yadav said.

The event, organised as a part
of a India-Sweden initiative —
Leadership for Industry Transition
— was also addressed by
Sweden’s Minister for Climate and
Environment Annika Strandhall.

In UP, 2 prestige battles and an irate Azam await SP

Azamgarh and Rampur Lok Sabha by-elections on June 23, BJP looks for a way into SP bastions

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, JUNE 1

MONTHS AFTER the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections, the
focus has shifted to the Lok
Sabha by-polls that will be held
in Azamgarh and Rampur on
June 23.

Both seats are considered
bastions of the Samajwadi Party
(SP).One was held by party pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav and the
other by veteran leader Azam
Khan. But reported differences
between the two leaders, whose
election to the state Assembly
necessitated the by-elections,
may have implications for the
outcome of the battle in Rampur.

Rampur is crucial to the po-
litical future of Azam Khan, who
was released from Sitapur jail

Akhilesh visits Azam Khan
at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in
New Delhi on Wednesday.
Their conversation revolved
around the LS bypolls,
sources said. P17

last month after more than two
years. Since his release, the vet-
eran SPleader has indicated that
he is not happy with Akhilesh.
Even while in prison, he did not
meet with an SP delegation and
anaide hit out at the SP chief for
ignoring “Muslim issues”.

On Wednesday, Akhilesh
met him at the Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital in New Delhi. Party
leaders said the meeting lasted
well over two hours and the two
discussed the bypolls as well as
the forthcoming Rajya Sabha
polls.

The conjecture in political
circles before Azam’s release was
that the differences between
him and Akhilesh emerged over
the seat. While Azam reportedly
wanted someone from the fam-
ily to replace him, the SP chief
had apparently proposed that it

New Delhi

should go to someone outside
the Khan family.

An SPleader Wednesday said
that the meeting will be helpful
in silencing the talk a growing
rift between the two leaders.
“Azam is an important and one
of the seniormost party leaders
who has great influence. He is
important to us and will be by
our side in the future too,” said
an SPleader.

A confidante of Azam said
that the SP leader is in the hos-
pital for multiple health issues.
“He has hypertension and some
other health issues. He has un-
dergone a surgery too for some
otherissue. But he is fine and will
be discharged soon,” he added.

In Azamgarh, meanwhile, the
SP’s dominance is illustrated by
Akhilesh’s 60 per cent vote share
when he won the constituency

in 2019 by defeating his nearest
rival Dinesh Lal Yadav “Nirahua”
of the BJP. The Bhojpuri singer
could manage to poll 35.1 per
cent of the votes.

A senior SP leader said both
the seats were equally crucial to
the party and that candidates
would be chosen after elaborate
discussions. “The party knows the
importance of the seatsand hence
we are working on the strategy to
win them both,” he said.

For the BJP, the by-polls pro-
vide an opportunity to further ce-
ment its dominance in the state
and will look toits 2014 perform-
ances in the two seats — it putin
a strong fight in Azamgarh and
won Rampur — for encourage-
ment. ABJPleader said the ruling
party would not let the by-elec-
tions be an “easy fight” and
would “fight for every vote”.
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WORDLY WISE
THE ONLY TRUTH IS MUSIC.
— JACK KEROUAC

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

WRIT IN KULGAM

As targeted killings cast shadow, political outreach is needed in
Kashmir — involving people’s representatives across parties

ET ANOTHER TARGETED killing in Kashmir, this time a woman teacher in

aKulgam school, is a grim reminder of the security challenge in the Valley.

From her hometown Samba in Jammu, Rajni Bala and her husband, who

is also a teacher, had been posted to different schools in Kulgam some years
ago through a government employment scheme. She is the third teacher and the third
woman to be killed in this manner since last October 2021. In May alone, the lives of five
people were snuffed out, including a Kashmiri Muslim woman who was a local TV
artiste. While Kashmiri Muslim civilians have always been a target, in recent months,
there has been a clear attempt to terrorise Kashmiri Pandits and the wider Hindu and
Sikh communities in J&K;, as well as migrant workers. The apparent objective is to send
a message to these minorities in the erstwhile state that they are not welcome in the
Valley. A parallel and deeply disturbing plan also seems to be at work, one that plays into
the sharpening communal faultlines in other parts of the country, and aims to rein-
force them, as former J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti has pointed out in the after-
math of Rajni Bala's killing.

Every act of violence, each civilian death is more evidence that the police's claim of
having brought normalcy in Kashmir is not close to the reality. Adding to the concern
is the increase in the number of “foreign”or Pakistani terrorists in the Valley. Last month,
a senior Army officer sought to frame this as a marker of the trend of decreasing re-
cruitment of locals into militancy. But the Army, which has the primary responsibility
to prevent infiltration, may want to look at a more sobering picture, especially as the
infiltration has taken place during a carefully maintained ceasefire with Pakistan on
the Line of Control. By now it should be clear that tourist inflows into the Valley are no
indication of its security situation, nor a complete or credible measure of the popular
alienation on the ground.

By all accounts, the J&K administration has not been able to provide reassurance to
the families of the victims or a sense of security to those who fear they may be targeted
next. It is time the Centre recognises that this task must involve Kashmir's mainstream
political leadership — mainly, the National Conference and the People's Democratic
Party. They have arole to play in the political outreach to both the majority and minor-
ity communities in the Valley. They must take the initiative and the government must
make room for themin a project of political communication to the people that is much-
needed at this time.

SHAPING UP

Government revenues were buoyant last year, will likely
remain so this year, providing fiscal headroom

ATARELEASED BY the Controller General of Accounts on Tuesday indicated

that government finances fared better than expected in the just ended fi-

nancial year (2021-22). Sharp increases were observed in both tax as well

as non-tax revenues as compared to the revised budget estimates presented
afew months ago. Further, with total government spending last year being only margin-
ally higher than what was pegged in the revised estimates, the fiscal deficit for 2021-22
has moderated further, coming in at 6.7 per cent of the GDP, lower than the 6.9 per cent
projected in the revised estimates.

Atthe aggregate level, the Centre’s gross tax collections stood at Rs 27.08 lakh crore in
2021-22, almost Rs 2 lakh crore higher than the revised estimates, which were them-
selves higher than the earlier budget estimates. The healthier than expected tax revenue
was driven by robust direct and indirect tax collections. Direct tax collections stood at Rs
13.85 lakh crore, around Rs 1.35 lakh crore higher than the revised estimates (with both
corporate and income tax collections growing at a heartening pace), while indirect tax col-
lections were higher by around Rs 57,000 crore. A similar increase was also observed in
non-tax revenues driven, in part, by higher dividends from PSUs. The latest data also in-
dicates that the central government has considerable fiscal headroom in the coming fi-
nancial year. The Union budget for 2022-23 had pegged the Centre’s gross tax revenues
atRs 27.57 lakh crore — this is now only 1.8 per cent higher than its gross tax revenues in
2021-22. Considering that the recent Economic Survey had pegged the economy to grow
at 8-8.5 per cent in 2022-23 — even though this forecast was made before the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, and growth is now expected to be lower -- as nominal growth is likely
to remain high, actual tax collections may well come in significantly higher than bud-
geted targets.

At the same time, there are several headwinds. On the revenue side, the recent cuts
in excise duties, and the lower than expected transfer from the central bank are likely to
act as a drag on receipts. On the expenditure side, spending on food, fertiliser and LPG
subsidies will weigh heavily on the exchequer. And though the higher than expected rev-
enues, aided by higher than previously anticipated nominal GDP growth, will help offset
some of this, the pressure on the fisc is likely to remain.

SINGING WITH KK

His was the voice that sang of the love, longing and angst of a
generation of music lovers
N AN INTERVIEW, well after he had made a name in playback singing, KK would
recall being sent to music classes as a child and hating them. It seemed to him
that, with their emphasis on the dos and don'ts, they imposed “boundaries” on
music. The singer, who died at 53 after a concert in Kolkata on Tuesday, had
grown up with music of all kinds playing in his home in Delhi. He had developed an ear
and, after his decision to forgo formal training, it was that nurtured ability, as well as
his innate talent, that helped him gain a foothold in the recording studios of multiple
film industries.

KK, born Krishnakumar Kunnath, came to prominence at a time when the Indipop
wave which, in the '90s, had changed how music was made and performed in India, had
begun to recede. Two tracks from his 1999 debut album, “Yaaron” and “Pal”, became
hits, in large part because they articulated a sense of loss and longing that had instant
resonance with a generation of listeners on the threshold of adulthood. His big
Bollywood breakthrough, the song “Tadap Tadap” from Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam, had
asimilar effect, becoming part of the soundtrack of many a real-life story of unrequited
love and heartbreak. That these songs risked becoming cliches is, in fact, a testament
to their appeal.

As aperformer, KK transformed his early disdain for “boundaries” into the chameleon-
like ability to assume different personas and tap into the emotional core of any song. In
doing so, he helped a society, arguably lacking in articulateness in matters of the heart,
find words and melodies with which to do so. His songs became an important part of the
emotional trajectory of a generation of music lovers who, he once admitted, did not al-
ways recognise him when he performed in concerts. But they always, without missing a
beat, sang along to his song.

N

A modest recovery

in demand and will require continued policy support

Many sectors still seem to be constrained by a weakness

SAUGATA BHATTACHARYA

AT 8.7 PER cent, the National Statistical
Office's latest estimate for GDP growth in
2021-22, while marginally lower than the
8.95 per cent projected in late February, is
quite good given the headwinds the economy
faced. The slower growthin2021-22 was due
to a downward revision of the estimates in
the first two quarters of the year. However,
these numbers need to be interpreted care-
fully, given the base effects of a 6.6 per cent
contractionin2020-21. The quarterly growth
numbersin the first three quarters of 2021-22
are a mirror image of the contraction in the
first two quarters of 2020-21, followed by a
recovery in the third and fourth quarters.
Inflation-adjusted GDP in absolute terms in
the fourth quarter of 2021-22 was 107 per
cent of the pre-pandemic level (2019-20) and
91 per cent in the first quarter.

At abroad sectoral level, agriculture grew
at 3 per cent in 2021-22, industry at 9.8 per
cent,and services at 8.8 per cent. The two sec-
tors that contributed noticeably towards the
fourth-quarter growth moderation were
manufacturing (which contracted by 0.2 per
cent) and construction (which grew at 2 per
cent). Even factoring in the base effects of high
growth rates in the corresponding quarter of
2020-21, the weakness is visible. The almost
flat manufacturing growth is a bit puzzling,
given the 22 per cent growth of merchandise
exports in the quarter, and perhaps points to
weakness in domestic demand.

Alikely explanationis the weaknessinin-
formal sector output, which is proxied by the
index of industrial production, which grew by
1.2 per cent in the quarter. Equally concerning
is the weakness in the construction segment,
particularly real estate, where many projects
have reportedly been delayed due torising in-
put costs.

On the other hand, some of the services
segments showed relatively strong growth.
The most striking is public administration and
other services — this segment grew almost 8
per cent and contributed around a fourth of
the aggregate 4.1 per cent growth in the
value-added. This includes the universe of
micro and small local services in education,
health, recreation, etc, suggesting a strong re-

The demand side of GDP,
however, indicates some
inconsistencies.
Government consumption
expenditure grew by 4.8 per
cent and matches the public
administration segment.
Private consumption,
however, decelerated, with
the fourth quarter growth
dropping sharply to 1.8 per
cent from 7 per cent in the
third quarter — this is at
odds with the MSME
recovery. Fixed capital
investment, on the other
hand, remained stable, if not
robust, growing at 5 per cent,
up from 2 per cent in the
previous quarter.

covery in contact services post the opening
up of economic activity.

The demand side of GDP, however, indica-
tes some inconsistencies. Government consu-
mption expenditure grew by 4.8 per centand
matches the public administration segment.
Private consumption, however, decelerated,
with the fourth quarter growth dropping
sharply to 1.8 per cent from 7 per cent in the
third quarter — this is at odds with the MSME
recovery. Fixed capital investment, on the
other hand, remained stable, if not robust, gro-
wing at 5 per cent, up from 2 per cent in the
previous quarter. This was probably domina-
ted by amassive 76 per centrise in the Centre’s
capital expenditure (and to a smaller extent
by states’ capex spending). This is puzzling
given the weakness in the construction sec-
tor. One possible explanation is that perhaps
private sector capex had moderated sharply.

So why has the growth narrative become
soimportant now? Inthe aftermath of aneco-
nomic shock as large as the pandemic, quar-
ter-on-quarter GDP estimates are important
indicators of the momentum of economic ac-
tivity and will be critical inputs for policymak-
ers. But the growth path for 2022-23 has be-
come muddied by a host of economic,
commercial, financial and now geo-economic
events, which are likely to persist.

In the near term, leading indicators of
economic activity suggest that momentum
in April and May, although having moder-
ated compared to March, has remained sur-
prisingly strong, even in the aftermath of the
economic shocks emanating from the
Ukraine crisis.

Our forecast for GDP growthis 7.1 per cent
(very similar to the RBI's earlier forecast of 7.2
per cent). But the risks are now clearly tilted
towards slower growth. First, input costs for
manufacturers remain very high,and have not
been fully passed on to the end consumers.
Diminishing commercial viability has forced
many companies to scale down, or even shut,
operations — the MSME segment has report-
edly been the most affected.

Second, these supply shocks, accelerating
with the onset of Covid and then sharply ag-
gravated by the energy and commodity dis-

ruptions from Ukraine and the economic
sanctions imposed on Russia, have fed into
prices across the world. Inflation in most of
the developed countries is at multi-decade
highs (aided by large fiscal stimulus packages
in some countries). Most of the large global
central banks have already started aggres-
sively tightening monetary policy. These ac-
tions have increased financial market volatil-
ity, which has had spillover effects on
emerging economies, including India.
Consequently, India’s external environment
is likely to be less benign than before.

Even before this tightening, global growth
and trade had already been forecasted to start
slowing in 2022. Merchandise exports from
India has been one of the main engines of
growth through late 2020-21 andin 2021-22,
and this is likely to moderate. In addition, RBI
has shifted its priority from promoting durable
and sustained growth to taming inflation, by
hiking the policy repo rate and starting todrain
the surplus funds injected during the pan-
demic. Lending rates have already increased
for many borrowers, particularly MSMEs and
home loans, and steep increases in borrow-
ing costs might exert some stress on the re-
payment ability of weaker borrowers.

Innominal terms, GDP growthin 2021-22
was almost 20 per cent (versus 8.7 per cent
real growth), driven by high WPl and CPlinfla-
tion. This large divergence might further
widen the gap in the distribution of discre-
tionary incomes and consumption among
household income classes. While this will
moderate over the next couple of years with
inflation cooling, this has implications for the
redistributive actions of economic, particu-
larly fiscal, policy.

To conclude, while economic activity is re-
covering at a modest pace, many sectors and
segments still seem to be constrained by a
weakness indemand and will require contin-
ued policy support. A coordinated policy re-
sponse — fiscal, monetary, trade, industry —
will be required for balancing the multiple
macroeconomic policy objectives.

The writer is executive vice-president and
chiefeconomist, Axis Bank. Views are personal

A LESSON IN FOOD SECURITY

Sri Lankan crisis should prod India to become self-sufficient in edible oils

R G CHANDRAMOGAN

SRI LANKA, A country with a 21.5 million
population (less than Tamil Nadu’s 80 mil-
lion and Kerala’s 34 million), imported dairy
products valued at $333.8 million in 2020
and $317.7 million in 2021. The island nation’s
imports of whole milk powder (WMP)alone
were 89,000 tonnes and 72,000 tonnes in
these two years. The powder imported in
2020 would have “produced” almost 2.1 mil-
lion litres per day (MLPD) equivalent to milk.
Thisis as against the 1.3 MLPD that Sri Lanka
produces from its own cows and buffaloes.
It translates into an import dependence of
over 60 per cent — for a country having very
little foreign exchange today to import any-
thing, leave alone milk powder.

At the other end, we have Saudi Arabia,
home to over 35 million inhabitants (includ-
ingimmigrants)and also the world’s largest
vertically integrated dairy company. Almarai
Company has six dairy farms in the desert
kingdom that together house some 1,07,000
Holstein Friesian cows producing more than
3.5 MLPD of milk. The animals are sourced
from the US and Europe. The entire feed
(about 1.5 million tonnes per year of corn,
soyabean meal, cottonseed oilcake and other
ingredients) and also forage given to them
are procured from abroad. The company has
even purchased thousands of acres of land
in California, Argentina and Romania to grow
alfalfa hay, which is then shipped back for
feeding the cattle.

Why is Saudi Arabia taking such pains to
produce its own milk from cows, kept in

Indian consumers paid more
or less the same for imported
palm, soyabean and
sunflower oil in 2019 as they
did in 2012. But the story has
changed in the last couple of
years, with retail prices of
most oils doubling or more.
The value of India's
vegetable oil imports surged
to a record $19 billion in
2021-22. It has brought to
light the perils of over-
dependence on imports of
essential food commodities.

sheds with overhead misters for spraying
water droplets and fans to protect them from
50 degrees Celsius desert temperatures?

The answer is food security. The Saudis —
other Persian Gulf countries have also copied
the Almarai model — are prepared to pay any
price when it comes to ensuring the avail-
ability of basic food like milk. This, despite
not having the land, water or climate re-
quired for green fodder cultivation — unlike
Sri Lanka that has all the natural resources to
become a dairy superpower. There is a Tamil
saying: “Kaile vennai, anaal neyyukku ala-
yaran (the person with butter in his hand is
searching for ghee)”. Sri Lanka allowed the
butter to slip through its fingers.

There are lessons here for India, which is
hugely import-dependentin edible oils, just
as Sri Lanka has been in dairy. India annually
imports 13.5-14.5 million tonnes of vegetable
oils, again roughly 60 per cent of its total con-
sumption. Till recently, this didn’t seem to
matter. Low international prices meant that
the import bill, though high, fell from $9.85
billionin2012-13 to $9.67 billion in 2019-20.
Indian consumers paid more or less the same
forimported palm, soyabean and sunflower
0ilin 2019 as they did in 2012.

But the story has changed in the last cou-
ple of years, with retail prices of most oils
doubling or more. The value of India's veg-
etable oil imports surged to a record $19 bil-
lion in 2021-22. It has brought to light the
perils of over-dependence on imports of es-
sential food commodities.

As a country with a population many
times that of Sri Lanka and Saudi Arabia, India
needs to have a strategy of self-reliance in
basic foods. Only two years ago, India was
under pressure to join the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership free
trade agreement (FTA)and open upits dairy
products market to unfettered imports.

In November 2020, when the deal was
signed, international skim milk powder
and anhydrous butter-fat prices were at
$2,700-2,800 and $4,000-4,200 per tonne,
respectively. But the government decided
to opt-out of the agreement, perhaps re-
alising the damage that a previous FTA
with the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) had done to India’s edible
oil sector.

Today, when powder and fat prices are at
over $4,100 and $6,000 per tonne — they
have even crossed $4,600-7,100 levels — the
wisdom of that decision has been borne out.
Indian consumers haven't experienced much
inflation in milk products. If India had be-
come a dairy products importer, like in edi-
ble oils, the prices wouldn’t have stopped at
$10,000 per tonne. The entire global dairy
trade is less than a quarter of India's annual
milk production. The world cannot supply
us even if it wants to.

In milk, and in most foods, only we can
feed ourselves.

The writer is chairman of the Chennai-based
Hatsun Agro Product Ltd

JUNE 2,1982, FORTY YEARS AGO

INDO-PAK TALKS

INDIA AND PAKISTAN have agreed to resume
their quest for durable peace on the
Subcontinent. This is the outcome of the talks
Natwar Singh, Secretary in the Ministry of
External Affairs, had with the Pakistan gov-
ernment in Islamabad during the last two
days during which he delivered a letter from
the Indian prime minister to President Ziaul
Hagq. After the 90-minute meeting Singh had
with the Pakistan Secretary-General for
Foreign Affairs S Shahnawaz, the two gov-
ernments issued a joint statement stressing
their desire to resume the dialogue. The joint
statement, the text of which was also made

available in New Delhi, says India-Pakistan
discussions would be resumed on the basis
of the understanding reached between the
two foreign ministers in New Delhi in
February.

CONSENSUS DEMAND

LEADERS OF NINE opposition parties in
Parliament made a formal move to arrive at
a consensus on the choice of the next
President by writing to Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, asking her toimmediately convene
ameeting for the purpose. In their letter the
leaders pointed out that N Sanjeeva Reddy
had been unanimously elected President in

New Delhi

1977 and this tradition had been kept up in
1979 as well when M Hidayatullah was cho-
sen as vice-President.

FALKLANDS WAR

BRITISH TROOPS WERE reported to be
within sight of Port Stanley, the capital of the
Falklands, fighting at Mount Kent, less than
20 km away. Military sources said they were
ready for the final assault of Port Stanley
which would be supported by helicopters
and artillery. British naval vessels and Harrier
combat aircraft continued to soften up the
Argentine positions in preparation for an at-
tack by ground forces.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If he now believes protests should remain nonviolent and non-
confrontational, it is Mr (Imran) Khan'’s responsibility to strongly denounce
and discourage the carrying of firearms by his supporters,”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

Why did you shoot my teacher?

A tribute to Rajni Bala, who taught at Government High School, Gopalpora, in
J&K’s Kulgam district, and was killed by suspected militants on Tuesday

AMEETA MULLA
WATTAL

Because I had a teacher I loved to learn,

I discovered I could do much more than |
thought I could.

Irealised it was alright when some things were
harder than others.

Because I had a teacher, I found that challenges
could be fun.

I realised that some of the hardest things I did
made me feel the proudest.

Because I had a teacher,  knew how good it felt
when someone was happy to see me.

I knew I could always ask for help.

Because I had a teacher, Ifelt1 had afriend onmy
side.

I saw that some of the most important things
were said without words.

BecauseIhad ateacher, [ had whole new worlds
to explore.

Idiscovered that what Iimagined, could become
real.

Ifelt I could do anything.

Becauselhad ateacher, Ilearnt to believe inme’.
(Kobi Yamada, ‘Because I had a teacher’)

WHY DID YOU shoot my teacher?

My teacher taught me that we depend on
each other for survival. She said that every
person is meant to live both for and thanks
to others. Her words refracted like light
through a prism, revealing all the different
ways in which we found ourselves in rela-
tionship with the world.

Has the time come for me to rethink what
we mean when we say we belong to a par-
ticular religion or state? I thought peace and
ethics meant appreciation of beauty, striving
for truth, pursuit of justice and recognising
that some things are good and some are bad,
because I had a teacher.

[ think they shot me because I was a
teacher. My road was not a path, not even a
village cart road, my road was the razor’s
edge. [ evaluated objectively but related to
each one of you with my heart. I encouraged
but did not favour. I supported but did not
create dependency.

[ quietened your rages, dried your tears,
lifted your fallen spirits, assuaged hurt egos,
encouraged bravery. I tried to be human but
[ was expected to be more than human, be-
cause I was a teacher.

I also had an aged parent, a daughter of
intellectual promise and cultural sensitivity to
be educated. I tried not to look helpless, for-
lorn, vulnerable and precarious for you all
looked up to me, because sometimes you felt
the same way. It was not easy for me for [was
human too, was I not?

I had dependences to support, illness,
anxieties, despair, grief, likes, dislikes, preju-
dices, for [ was human. I felt hunger, thirst,
pain, and rapture like any other living being
in creation.

“Society, traditions, customs expected me
to check but not to dominate, to influence but
not indoctrinate, shape but not stultify.

[ was never in a position of power but
always in a position of deep responsibility.
I had views but I was never opinionated. I
had affinities but was never partisan”

(Gopal Gandhi).

Did you ever think that I did not always
need to give but that sometimes I needed to
receive?

Iwas expected to adhere to my ideals but
noone saw my reality. [ tried to attempt what
was difficult, reach a sense of articulateness.
Teach a love of language but not become in-
sular. I meant to inculcate a love of commu-
nity, a love of region but not become
parochial, a love of country but not become
jingoistic. I tried to teach patriotism which
did not end up hating neighbours, instill a
pride in swadeshi but not allow it to degen-
erate into cultural ghettoism.

My life was not easy because I was a
teacher.

The killings in Kashmir have drawn in
homes, schools and communities, which
have become a melting pot of emotions, de-
sires, attitudes, religious intolerance, caste
and community feelings, creating an atmos-
phere of discord. A child’s mind is a garden
that contains seeds of understanding, forgive-
ness and love along with seeds of ignorance,
fear and hatred that will make him violent or
peaceful, understanding or intolerant, de-
pending upon which seeds are watered.

A thinking school can create a learning
environment filled with compassion and
communication. If teachers in schools are
threatened, how will children learn to cope
with anxiety, aggression, fear, express ten-
derness, trust and love.

In order to build a world where children
are empowered, it is important to create a
close and supportive relationship between
the community and school. We can only

If teachers in schools are
threatened, how will children
learn to cope with anxiety,
aggression and fear, express
tenderness, trust and love. In
order to build a world where
children are empowered, it is
important to create a close
and supportive relationship
between the community and
school. We can only give our
children who we are and
what we possess.

CR Sasikumar

give our children who we are and what we
possess.

When will society come together to en-
sure that peace is not a set of dogmas that
have to be taught? It is an entire approach to
life, nature and oneself. Demonising the other
onissues of identity, religion, class, caste will
never help in inculcating in children a sense
of sensitivity, social justice and peaceful link-
ages with the other.

[ am not with you today, but always re-
member that education is about living life as
ahuman being, about relations and relation-
ships, about living together ina common un-
derstanding.

You need to imagine yourselves as broad-
casters, tall beacons of ideas, pulsing out mes-
sages everywhere. All of you, stating, clarify-
ing, discussing, debating, collaborating, filling
space with thoughts that you care about.

Ifyou do that, new fields will develop and
with them, their wondrous capacities to bring
energy, light and understanding into form. If
you create a field of vision which is not co-
herent and sincere, you will encounter other
fields of intolerance, hatred and dissonance.

Itisimportant to remember that space is
never empty. If you don't fill it with harmony,
joy, and caring, say one thing but do another,
you will create discord in the very space in
which you belong.

Remember these words “because I was
your teacher”.

The writer is Chairperson and Executive
Director, Education, Innovations and
Training, DLF Foundation Schools and
Scholarship Programmes

Digital India, eight years on

Some of the country’s most difficult problems are now being solved

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

RECENTLY, PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
made a telling observation about his idea of
India: “... every Indian must have a smart-
phone in his hand and every field must be
covered by adrone”. This was areaffirmation
of his commitment that ordinary Indians
must be empowered with technology. Digital
India is a transformative programme to de-
liver that objective. He was equally clear that
digital technology must be low-cost, devel-
opmental, inclusive, and substantially home-
grown and it should bridge the digital divide
and usher in digital inclusion.

After eight years of digital governance,
there is concrete evidence to showcase this
digital transformation. India today is home
tomore than 75 crore smartphones, 133 crore
Aadhaar cards, more than 80 crore internet
users, has4G and is now accelerating towards
5G. Above all, it has among the lowest data
tariffs in the world. India’s march s the result
of PM Modi's vision, which he shared at the
launch of Digital India onJuly 1,2015. He had
said: “In this digital age, we have an opportu-
nity to transform the lives of people in ways
that were hard to imagine just a couple of
decades ago. [ see technology as a means to
empowerment and as a tool that bridges the
distance between hope and opportunity.”

Digital India solved some of the most dif-
ficult problems the country had been facing
for decades. Ensuring delivery of government
schemes to its beneficiaries without leakage
or misuse remained a herculean task. The Jan-

Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinity has en-
sured that the poorest receive every penny of
their entitled benefits. Financial benefits
worth nearly Rs 23 lakh crore have been
transferred using DBT technology in the last
eight years. This has led to savings of Rs 2.22
lakh crore of public money.

The digital ecosystem was also useful in
tackling the challenge of the pandemic. From
bulk messages to people in quarantine areas
giving useful information and using digital
technology for vaccination to digital educa-
tion for students when schools were closed,
there have been shining examples of empow-
erment, inclusion and opportunity.

Leveraging the power of drones and GIS
technologies, SVAMITVA Yojana is providing
digital land records to the rightful owners.
This will not only reduce disputes but also fa-
cilitate monetisation of land for availing bank
loans and enable scientific village level plan-
ning. Nearly 2.14 crore land parcels have been
digitised so far.

The inclusive character of Digital India
not only makes it a unique initiative but also
reflects our core philosophy of “Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vishwas”. Providing access to high-
speed internet to the farthest hamlet, ensur-
ing access to assisted digital services for those
who cannot use digital technologies and pro-
viding digital literacy have been key to mak-
ing digital growth inclusive. To provide high-
speed broadband to all the villages, optical
fibre has been laid in 1.83 lakh gram pan-

chayats under Bharat Net. There were only
80,000 Common Service Centers (CSCs) in
2014, which is an entity under the Ministry
of Electronics and IT headed by Secretary IT,
for providing assisted delivery of digital serv-
ices to common citizens offering only a few
services. Today, there are nearly four lakh
CSCs. These CSCs are offering banking, insur-
ance, state and central government services,
passportand PAN card services, digital liter-
acy, rural eCommerce services and pre-litiga-
tion advice etc.

India has emerged as the fastest-growing
ecosystem for fintechinnovations. India’s dig-
ital payments revolution is being appreciated
globally. This was made possible due to inno-
vative digital payment products like UPI and
Aadhaar-Enabled Payment Systems (AEPS).
When banks and ATMs were shut during
Covid-19, AEPS-based micro-ATM at CSCs and
post offices provided doorstep delivery of cash.

India has more than 61,400 startups as of
March 2022, making it the third-largest
startup ecosystem after the US and China.
With nearly 14,000 startups getting recog-
nized during 2021-22, 555 districts of India
had at least one new startup as per the
Economic Survey 2022. It is very refreshing
to note that many of these startups are com-
ing from mofussil towns or rural areas. Nearly
44 startups achieved unicorn status in 2021
and in the first four months of 2022, 14 start-
ups have become unicorns.

Indiais rapidly becoming atmanirbharin

electronics manufacturing. The value of elec-
tronics manufacturing in India has touched
$75 billion in 2020-21 from $29 billion in
2014. There were only two mobile phone
manufacturing unitsin 2014. With initiatives
like Modified Special Incentive Scheme
(MSIPS), Electronics Manufacturing Cluster,
National Policy on Electronics 2019,
Electronics Development Fund, Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) and Scheme for
Promotion of Electronics Components and
Semiconductors (SPECS), India is moving to-
wards self-reliance in the field of electronics
manufacturing. Today, there are more than
250 mobile phones, components and acces-
sories manufacturing units. Indian compa-
nies have developed their own 4G and 5G
technologies. The Modi government's com-
mitment to making India self-reliant in semi-
conductor chip manufacturing has also at-
tracted many big investors.

The story of India’s digital transformation
is a story of the visionary leadership of PM
Modi and his commitment to bringing about
inclusive growth and transformation using
technology. Digital India's motto - “Power to
Empower” -- is truly living up toits goals and
expectations. In the last eight years, the suc-
cess of Digital India only confirms that it has
arobust future in India’s development.

The writer is an MP and former Union
Minister for Electronics and IT,
Communications, Law and Justice

The scars of
Instant justice

SC panel’s censure in Hyderabad encounter case
is a wake-up call. Police should accept that their
jobis to bring accused to justice, not dispense it

YASHOVARDHAN AZAD

cool-headed officers can maintain their
composure in the face of a sustained cam-
paign against police inaction. If the arrest is
delayed for genuine reasons, say for collect-
ing evidence, it may even lead to a serious
law and order situation. In such situations,
the macho, tough types, known as the en-
counter specialists or the “big guns”, stepin.
The publicloves them, politicians patronise

THE BRITISH COLONISERS were known to
impart instant justice to leaders of various
uprisings against their oppression. The cap-
ture and killing of Alluri Seetarama Raju, the
hero of the Rampa Rebellion, in 1924 was
one such instance. British forces arrested
Raju, who had organised the tribals of the
Eastern Ghats against the Madras Forest Act
1882, and shot him.

Police encounters did not stop after inde-
pendence. Charges of fake encounters have
coloured police action against dacoitsin the
1950s, the battles against terrorism in
Punjab, insurgency in Jammu and Kashmir
and the Northeast,and Maoism. Some days
ago, a Supreme Court-appointed commit-
tee recommended the prosecution of 10 po-
lice officers under IPC 302 for staging a false
encounter near Hyderabad on December 6,
2019.

According to the Union Ministry of
Home, there have been 655 instances of po-
lice encounter deaths between January 1,
2017,and January 31,2022. Chhattisgarh re-
ported 191 incidents, the highest in the
country, followed by Uttar Pradesh with 117.
Thirteen other states reported encounter
killings suggesting that the malady is preva-
lent across the country.

In the Hyderabad incident, Disha was
gang-raped and brutally murdered by four
persons on November 27, 2019. There was
widespread media coverage of the incident
and public outrage, which spurred the po-
lice toact fast. They announced the arrest of
the four accused a day later and on
December 6 morning, analleged encounter
took place in which all four accused were
killed. The city responded positively to the
incidentand the policemen were felicitated.
Political parties also praised the rendering
of “swift justice”. Some feeble voices of dis-
sent were drowned in the revelry.

Incidents of instant justice represent the
dark underbelly of our criminal justice sys-
tem. They should jolt the conscience of our
judges, lawyers, politicians, bureaucrats and
policemen. For years, mafia overlords used
toescape the clutches of law and, when ap-
prehended, slip past the justice system with
noone willing to depose against them. Some
even became legislators and used their
vaunted status to ringfence against prose-
cution. Political parties patronised them.
They, in turn, delivered instant justice on
their turf. When public anger rose or state
institutions were hurt, encounters followed.
Vikas Dubey, a gangster from UP, ran his fief
in contempt of law but the moment he at-
tacked the police his end came.

Canstaged encounters be justified in any
circumstances? No. Then what explains
suchacts? After every sensational crime, the
mediablitzand publicanger against the sys-
tem put inordinate pressure on the police.
Shrill calls for speedy arrest lead to hasty and
often reckless responses. Only patient and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

them, and criminals are petrified of them.
Their ride in the hierarchy is smooth, having
gained proximity to the powers that be.

Is the public inured to hard justice?
Yes. Because justice delayed is justice de-
nied. People’s faith in the judicial system
is broken. The common perception is that
the courts never seem to decide. A report
by the Public Health Foundation of India
states that between 2001 and 2018, rape-
related crimes rose by 70 per cent. But
only 10 per cent of the cases completed
trial by 2018, with acquittals in 73 per cent
of such cases.

Despite the speedy arrest and a spe-
cial court in the December 16, 2012 gang
rape and murder case, it took six years for
ajudgment to be delivered. Forty-six mil-
lion cases clog our courts; 30 million are
criminal cases in the district courts alone.
According to Justice (retired) Madan
Lokur, the situation is hopeless and be-
yond repair. How many times have plea
bargaining or the Probation of Offenders
Act been used to reduce pendency? The
SC committee in the Disha case has hauled
up the executive and judicial magistrates
too for attending to their tasks in a per-
functory manner. Undertrials rot in jails
when a majority of them can easily be out
on bail having already served half the sen-
tence for their crimes, without being con-
victed. If this does not dehumanise soci-
ety, what does?

Several useful recommendations have
been made by the SC committee in the Disha
case. These include, inter alia, video record-
ingof all investigative processes, use of body-
worn cameras and dash cameras, manda-
tory collection of CCTV footage during
investigations, and audio-video recording of
statements of witnesses. Implementing
these in all cases may not be practical as it
would entail huge costs and man-hours.
Even CCTV cameras have not been installed
inall police stations. But certainly, a start can
be made with heinous cases. Perhaps, the
most critical need for every police station is
access to a forensics team to take charge of
the crime scene and collect foreign evidence
scientifically. Digital evidence leaves a firm
imprint and solid evidence.

The Disha case is another wake-up call.
Instant justice and publicacclaim give a tem-
porary high but scar the image of the police
and the State. As a critical pillar of the crimi-
naljustice system with the widest publicin-
terface, itis incumbent upon the police chiefs
tostay on course. They should firmly caution
their men that their job is to bring the ac-
cused to justice not to dispense justice.

The writer served as Special Director,
Intelligence Bureau, Secretary Security,
Government of India, and Central
Information Commissioner. He is presently
Chairman, Deepstrat, a New Delhi-based
Think Tank and Strategic Consultancy

LEAD BY EXAMPLE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘How to fill
the big black hole' (IE, June 1). It is the
job of a democracy to enable and en-
sure freedom of speech for its citizens.
Political parties today only pander to
meet their own partisan ends and po-
litical literacy runs dangerously low in
the voter base. Our parties need to be
trailblazers in ensuring an open soci-
ety. Therefore, the election commis-
sion must find ways to ensure that
every party has an internal democratic
electoral process in place, followed
diligently and with transparency.
Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

APEX JUDGEMENT

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'A dispir-
iting law' (IE, June 1). The word “sedi-
tion”, under Section 124A of the Indian
Penal Code, is a colonial imposition
which was deployed to jail and silence
freedom fighters and dissenters at the
time of its conception. After six
decades of the 1962 judgement of
Kedarnath Singh v State Of Bihar, the
Supreme Court has now taken up de-
liberation on the constitutionality of
this section. We can only hope that the
apex court decides to rule in favour of
democracy.

R.S.Jena, Ghaziabad

CALL FOR PEACE
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'l am

Bhanwarlal' (IE, May 31). The killing of
Bhanwarlal stands as another exam-
pleinalonglist of lynchings that have
been enabled by the vitriol pedalled
on our screens, during evening tea
chats and in election rallies. An NDTV
report recorded a 500% increase in
hate speech since 2014. These hate
crimes are propelled forward by an
overall increase in targeted and com-
munally coloured hate speech.
Preachers of this hate have rarely seen
any repercussions, especially when af-
filiated with political parties. Kapil
Mishra's speech in northeast Delhi on
the eve of the violence unleashed on
Muslims in the area stands testament
to this immunity. If we want any relief
from these daily reports of communal
violence and lynchings, decisive puni-
tive action must be the next step.
Shreya Thomas, via email

PUBLIC’S TRIAL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
Reality Show’ (IE, 1 June 2022). The
eyeballs glued to the Depp-Heard trial
spoke to the celebrity culture.
Everyone is waiting to see if their
favourite star is the victim or the crim-
inal. Many who accuse the stars of
feeding off the spotlight find it innocu-
ous, if not justified, to pry. The trolling
of Amber Heard is a shame. It is a re-
minder of the power of perception and
how celebrity and fanfare affects it.

M Yusuf Ghazali, Patna

New Delhi
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LAKHIMPUR KHERI DEATHS

Vijay Babu in Kochi on
Wednesday. AN

Actor-producer
accused of rape
arrives in Kerala
from Dubai

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNET

MALAYALAM  ACTOR-PRO-
DUCER Vijay Babu, who has
been booked in a rape case, re-
turned to Kerala on Wednesday
from Dubai, a day after the Kerala
High Court granted him interim
protection from arrest. After
reaching Kochi, Babu turned up
before Kochi city police, which s
probing into the case.

Babu, who has been accused
of raping a woman actor, had
fled the country fearing arrest af-
ter the Kochi city police regis-
tered a case against him. He faces
another case for revealing the
identity of the woman actor on
social media.

“I have faith in the judicial
system. I will prove my inno-
cence in court. I will cooperate
with the probe. I thank all those
who stood with me during this
hour of crisis,” Babu told the me-
dia at Cochin International
Airport on Wednesday morning.

On Tuesday, while hearing
Babu’s anticipatory bail plea, the
Kerala High Court had granted
him interim protection from ar-
rest till June 2.

Over the last month, the
Kerala police have been exerting
pressure on Babu to appear be-
fore them. Last week, the exter-
nal affairs ministry had cancelled
his passport at the behest of the
Kerala Police, which had issued
an ultimatum to the actor. When
the police said they would issue
ared-corner notice against him,
Babu allegedly moved to a coun-
try that did not share an extradi-
tion treaty with India.

On April 27, the Kochi city po-
lice had registered a case against
Babu on charges of sexually as-
saulting a woman actor.

Witness alleges attempt on life;

cops file FIR, seek forensic help *”

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JUNE 1

AKEY witness in the Lakhimpur
Kheri killing case has alleged that
there was an attempt on his life
on Tuesday evening when two
unidentified men opened fire at
his car while he was returning
home in Gola area of the district.

Dilbag Singh, who is
Lakhimpur district president of
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Tikait),
escaped unhurt. He is a key wit-
ness in the October 3 killing of
five persons in which Union
Minister of State for Home Ajay
Mishra’s son, Ashish Mishra, is
the prime accused.

“After dropping my two

friends — Jitendra and Vipin —at
Badehad village,

[ was returning home when
around 9.30 pm, two men came
on a motorcycle from behind.
They opened fire at my car and
one of the tyres got burst. The car
stopped and the assailants came
close to the car and tried to open
the gate. When they failed to
open the door, they again fired
two shots. They then ran away,”
Singh told The Indian Express.

A police gunner deployed for
Singh'’s security was not present
with him at the time of the inci-
dent. “He had gone for some work
and returned after 15 minutes,”
Singh said about the gunner.

Based on Singh’s complaint,
police registered an FIR against

unidentified persons for attempt
to murder. No arrests have been
made so far. “We are examining
all aspects of the case,” superin-
tendent of police (Lakhimpur
Kheri) Sanjiv Suman said.

Police are also taking techni-
cal help in their probe and col-
lecting CCTV footage in the area.
A forensic team from Lucknow
has been called for inspection
and ballistic examination.

A police officer involved in
the probe said they were ques-
tioning Singh’s two friends —
Jitendra and Vipin — who were
with the BKU leader before the
alleged attack took place.

Meanwhile, police have
suspended the gunner as-
signed to Singh.

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and his Bangladesh counterpart Mohammad Nurul
Islam Sujan flag off the Mitali Express via video conferencing, in New Delhi on Wednesday. P11

India, Bangladesh flag off new
cross-border passenger train

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

THREE DAYS after restarting two
cross-border trains stopped
amid pandemic, India and
Bangladesh jointly flagged off a
new passenger train — Mitali
Express — on Wednesday.

The new bi-weekly Mitali
Express will connect New
Jalpaiguri in North Bengal with
Dhaka in Bangladesh through
Haldibari in India and then
Chilahatiin Northern Bangladesh.

The train will travel the 513 km
distance inabout9-10 hours twice
aweek from India and back.

The Mitali Express, which
was virtually inaugurated by the
prime ministers of the two coun-
tries on March 27 last year, was
flagged off virtually by Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and
his Bangladeshi counterpart
Mohammad Nurul Islam Sujan
from New Delhi. “Mitali Express
will be yet another milestone in
strengthening the bond be-
tween the two neighbouring
countries,” Vaishnaw said.

COURT RESTRICTS CONSTRUCTION ON VIZAG HILL TILLHC TAKES CALL

SC sets aside NGT order, says
tribunals subordinate to HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

TAKING NOTE of apprehensions
of irreversible damage to
Rushikonda hills in Andhra
Pradesh’s Visakhapatnam due to
excavations for a tourism project,
the Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed that the con-
struction be restricted to the area
where a now-demolished resort
stood and the flat areas until the
state High Court, where the dis-
pute is pending, takes a fresh call.

Abench of Justices BR Gavai
and Hima Kohli said although
development activities are nec-

essary for economic develop-
ment, it is equally necessary to
safeguard the environment.

The court set aside the May
6 order of the principal bench of
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT), which had halted all fur-
ther constructions at the proj-
ectsite.

The bench pointed out that
the matter was also pending be-
fore the HC, in which case, it said,
the HC’s orders would prevail
over those passed by the
Tribunal. The court also ex-
pressed its displeasure over NGT
entertaining the matter when
HC was already seized of it. “In
so far as Tribunals are concerned,

they would be subordinate to
the High Court in so far as terri-
torial jurisdiction is concerned,”
the top court said. The court said
itis of the “considered view that
it was not appropriate on part of
NGT to have continued with pro-
ceedings before it, specifically
whenitwas pointed to it that HC
was already seized of the matter
and had passed order”.

The top court said “conflict-
ing orders passed by NGT and
High Court could lead to an
anomalous situation”.

“Insuchasituation, itis orders
passed by the Constitutional
courts which would prevail over
orders passed by Tribunals,” the

The Mitali Express will depart
from New Jalpaiguri at 11.45 am
on Sunday and Wednesday, ar-
riving at the Dhaka Cantonment
station at 10.30 pm on the same
days. From Dhaka Cantonment it
will depart on return journey at
9.50 pm on Monday and
Thursday and arrive in New
Jalpaiguri at 715 am on Tuesday
and Friday. There will be three
classes -- ACFirst (Cabin) Sleeper,
ACFirst (Cabin)seat and AC Chair
car, and the fare will be $44, $33
and $22 respectively, the
Railways ministry said.

-

I&B Minister Anurag Thakur
after the Cabinet meeting on
Wednesday. Prem Nath Pandey

Procurement by
cooperatives now
allowed via Govt
e-Marketplace

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

THE GOVERNMENT on
Wednesday announced to ex-
pand the mandate of
Government e-Marketplace
(GeM) by allowing procurement
by cooperatives.

At present, the registration of
cooperatives as buyers was not
covered within the existing GeM
mandate.

“The move will help over
8.54 lakh registered coopera-
tives, like Amul and IFFCO, and
their 27 crore members, as they
would get products at competi-
tive rates from the portal. These
cooperatives will be benefited
from this decision,” Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur told reporters.

As per the existing mandate,
goods and services registered
on the GeM portal are not avail-
able for use by private sector
buyers, while suppliers (sellers)
can be from across all segments
— government or private.

An official statement said
the validated list of coopera-
tives to be onboarded on GeM
— for the pilot as well as subse-
quent scale-up basis — will be
decided by the Ministry of
Cooperation in consultation
with GeM special purpose ve-
hicle (SPV).

This will help in ensuring
that the technical capacity and
logistics requirements of the
GeM system are taken into ac-
count while deciding the pace of
onboarding of cooperatives as
buyers on GeM, it added.

The GeM was launched on
August9,2016, by the commerce
ministry to create an open and
transparent procurement plat-
form for government buyers.

> Give 10% for critical
thinking in college
papers: NAAC panel

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

AN EXPERT panel under the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) has
proposed that college-level ex-
amination papers be redesigned
so that at least 10 per cent marks
are given based on evaluation of
“higher-order cognition” among
students to encourage develop-
ment of critical thinking.

The proposal is part of awhite
paper, published on Wednesday,
on revising the assessment and
accreditation process of higher
educational institutions in the
country. It is co-authored by the
chairman of NAAC executive
committee Bhushan Patwardhan
and former Indian Institute of
Science Education and Research
professor KP Mohanan.

According to the paper,
which has been reviewed and
endorsed by the NAAC Academic
Advisory Committee and the
Executive Committee, the
weightage to such questions
may be scaled up in phases to 20
per cent and 40 per cent in the
futureif the roll out is successful.

The development of higher-
order cognition among students
is a key National Education
Policy, 2020 proposal. “NAAC
recommends the plan of action

toimprove the quality of the de-
sign of examination questions,
initially for the Bachelor’s pro-
gramsinafew subjects, and sub-
sequently to be expanded to
cover all Bachelor’s programs,”
states the paper.

The experts have defined
higher-order literacy as the abil-
ity to process and communicate
academic knowledge through
spoken and written forms of lan-
guage and higher-order numer-
acy as the thinking that goes into
making sense of numerically
coded information.

Patwardhan, who was ap-
pointed as the chairman of NAAC
EC in February, told The Indian
Express, “As many as 80 per cent
of stakeholders of the NAAC sug-
gested the need for reforms.
NAAC was set up three decades
ago and since then the education
ecosystem has changed signifi-
cantly. And accordingly assess-
ment and accreditation should
also be changed.”

Importantly, the committee
has advised against the provi-
sional accreditation system for
colleges (PAC) announced earlier
this year by the NAAC and the
University Grants Commission.

The PAC allows newer insti-
tutions — those with one aca-
demicyear or more — toapply for
provisional approval for a period
of two years. So far, colleges and

universities needed to be at least
six years old in order to apply.

“The PAC proposal implies a
lowering of standards so that a
greater number of colleges can
gain Provisional Accreditation.
Instead, it would be wiser on the
part of NAACto help the colleges
improve the quality of education
they provide, such that they can
be successful in meeting the
standards that NAAC accredita-
tion calls for,” states the paper.

In the paper, the NAAC has
proposed that the accreditation
process should also involve
checking, through a national test,
if students of a particular insti-
tution have achieved the re-
quired level of general education
and higher-order cognition. It
suggests that NAAC reduce its
dependence on self-assessment
of institutions while grading
them, and focus more on evalu-
ating the learning outcomes.

The NAAC panel has also rec-
ommended gradings for not just
institutions as a whole, as is the
norm currently, but also for in-
dividual programmes offered by
them. For instance, an higher ed-
ucational institute focusing on
health sciences may be accred-
ited based on its overall perform-
ance, and in addition, specific
courses such as MBBS, MD,
MTech offered by it can be sepa-
rately graded.

NEET-PG 2022 results declared

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

THE NATIONAL Board of
Examinations in Medical
Sciences (NBE) announced the
results for NEET-PG 2022 on
Wednesday, just ten days after
the test was conducted. Over 2
lakh MBBS graduates, who have
completed their one-year
mandatory internship, appear
for the examination for around
42,000 PG seats in the country.

Aligarh college prof sent on leave
over offering namaz in open

AMILBHATNAGAR
ALIGARH,JUNE1

A PROFESSOR posted at an
Aligarh college was sent on leave
for offering namaz in an open
space on the educational insti-
tute’s campus.

Officials said a video
emerged on social media a few
days ago in which Prof SR Khalid
is seen offering prayers in a gar-
den at Shri Varshney College.

Soon after the video went vi-
ral, right-wing organisations, in-
cluding BJP Yuva Morcha, lodged
protest against the professorand
the college. The video was
brought to the notice of the col-
lege authorities and an inquiry

AK Gupta said, “I was on leave
at the time of the incident.
Once I came back, the professor
told me that he was in a hurry
and had backache and there-
fore offered namaz in a park. A
probe has been ordered to look
into the facts of the matter.
Necessary action will be taken
according to the panel’s
findings.”

The panel, set up on Sunday;,
is due to submit its report this
week, said officials.

“A meeting of the probe
committee will be held and the
further course of action will be
decided then,” said Gupta.

The professor is learnt to
have tendered an apology and
promised to not offer namaz in

ligious activities and in the inter-
est of students it should be lim-
ited to academics".

In a letter, the BJP Yuva
Morcha and ABVP said, “It has
come to our notice namaz was
being offered on the campus for
along time. This is a conspiracy
against the UP government and
it can breed divisive sentiments
among the students. If har-
mony in the area is disturbed,
the professor will be responsi-
ble for it. We request legal ac-
tion against him."

In March this year, some
Muslim students of the same
college had alleged that they
were not allowed to enter the
campus while wearing hijab or
headscarf. The allegations

The NEET-PG 2022 was inthe
news as several MBBS graduates
demanded that it be delayed by
six to ten weeks as there was no
gap between counselling for the
previous batch and examination
for the current one.

“NEET-PG resultis out! I con-
gratulate all the students who
have qualified for NEET-PG with
flying colours. I appreciate
@NBEMS_INDIA for their com-
mendable job of declaring the
results in record 10 days, much
ahead of the schedule,” said

Union health minister Mansukh
Mandaviya in a tweet.

The cut-off for general cate-
gory and EWS students for
NEET-PG 2022 stands at 275
marks out of 800. For persons
with disabilities it is 260 and for
SC/ST/ and OBC candidates it is
245, as per NBE.

The NBE also said that two of
the questions were found to be
technically wrong as they had
more than one correct answers.
For these questions, all candidates
would be awarded full marks.

Special court allows
Waze to become
approver in CBI’s
corruption case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE1

DISMISSED MUMBAI Police of-
ficer Sachin Waze's plea to be-
come an approver in a corrup-
tion case registered by the CBI
was allowed by a special court
on Wednesday.

Waze will no longer be an
accused in the case and will be
considered a prosecution wit-
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Sachin Waze will no longer
beanaccused in the caseand
will be considered a
prosecution witness for CBI

heard on such a plea.

The order comes a day prior
to CBI's deadline to file its
chargesheet in the corruption
case. Waze, Deshmukh and two
of the former minister’s staffers
were arrested in April on alle-
gations that bribes were taken
by Waze from restaurant and
bar owners on Deshmukh's in-
structions. They also face an-
other probe by the ED on al-
leged money laundering of this
bribe amount.

Waze had made a similar
request before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
which has filed a money laun-
dering case against him,
Deshmukh and others. In
February, he had written to the
ED’s assistant director and in-
vestigating officer, seeking to
make a voluntary disclosure
and that he be considered for
pardon. No steps have been
taken so far by the ED regard-
ing the letter.

Waze continues to face
charges as accused in the ED
case as well as a case filed by
the NIA, which has alleged that
he planted explosives in a vehi-
cle and parked it near Antilia,
the Mumbai residence of busi-
nessman Mukesh Ambani, in
February. Waze also faces
charges of murder in the case
for allegedly conspiring to kill
Thane resident Mansukh Hiran,
who was linked to the vehicle.
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BIHAR
Brothers of
ex-BJPMLA
killed in Patna

Patna: In suspected re-
venge killing, two broth-
ers of former BJP MLA
from Arwal, Chitranjan
Singh. were killed on
Tuesday. Patna police sus-
pected involvement of
erstwhile Pandav Sena
members are prime sus-
pect in the murder.
Police said the incident
took place  when
Shambhu Sharan (32),
and Gautam Singh (28)
were returning home.
Some motorcycle-bound
assailants overtook and
shot them from close
range. Patna SSP Manavijit
Singh Dhillon said, “An
FIR has been lodged
against seven people,
who belong to rival gang
of Nima village led by
Sanjay Singh”. ENS

MAHARASHTRA
EOW books
BJP’s Kamboj
forbank fraud

Mumbai: The Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) of
the Mumbai Police has
registered a case of fraud
against BJP leader Mohit
Kamboj and two others
following a complaint by
the manager of Indian
Overseas Bank. Police said
Kamboyj, Nissidh Venture
Pvt Ltd, where Kamboj is
the managing director,
Siddhant Bagla, Jitendra
Kapoor, public servants,
bank officials and others
caused a loss of Rs 52.89
crore to the Indian
Overseas Bank. ENS

ANDHRA PRADESH
BJP national
executive meet
ondJuly 2-3

New Delhi: The BJPis set to
hold its national executive
for two days starting July 2
in Hyderabad, sources in
the party said on
Wednesday.Itis the key de-
cision-making body of the
BJP, which comprises lead-
ersfromacross the country.
All top leaders, including
PM Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shahand BJP
president JP Nadda will at-
tend the meeting. PTI

MAHARASHTRA
Father Stan
Swamy to be
honoured

Pune: Father Stan Swamy, a
Jesuit priest and tribal
rights activist from
Jharkhand, who was ar-
rested in Bhima Koregaon
case and died in July 2021,
will get a “special, posthu-
mous homage” at the
Martin Ennals Award in
Geneva on June 2. The
award is regarded as the
Nobel Prize for human
rights defenders. The win-
nersinclude Daouda Diallo
from Burkina Faso, Pham
Doan Trang from Vietnam
and Abdul-Hadi Al-
Khawaja of Bahrain. ENS

MOOSEWALA MURDER

Punjab Police to question jailed
gangster Bishnoli, SIT reconstituted

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JUNE1

THE PUNJAB Police on
Wednesday said it will question
jailed gangster Lawrence Bishnoi
after bringing him to the state in
connection with the murder of
singer-turned-politician Sidhu
Moosewala.

According to the police,
Bishnoi's gang was behind the
killing. At present, Bishnoi is in
custody of the Delhi Police's
Special Cell in a case under the
Arms Act and other sections re-
lated to assault ona publicservant.

Earlier on Tuesday, Bishnoi
had filed a plea before the Delhi
High Court, claiming apprehen-
sion of a fake encounter by the
Punjab Police. On Wednesday,
however, he withdrew the plea.
His counsel submitted before
Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma
that he wished to withdraw the

Lawrence Bishnoi and
Sidhu Moosewala

petition and wanted to file it be-
fore the Punjab and Haryana HC.
Meanwhile, to expedite thein-
vestigation, the office of Punjab
DGP Viresh Kumar Bhawra on
Wednesday reconstituted a six-
member Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to probe Moosewala's
murder case. The SIT would be
headed by Punjab Armed Police
Inspector General Jaskaran Singh
as chairperson and would work
under the overall supervision of
Additional Director General of
Police (ADGP) Anti-Gangsters
Task Force (AGTF) Promod Ban.

An official of Punjab AGTF
chief said that an inmate each
from Ferozepur and Bathindajails
were brought on production war-
rant by Mansa police in connec-
tion with the murder. The official
said that Manpreet Singh Manna,
who is alleged to have killed an-
other gangster Kulbeer Singh
Naruana and his accomplice
Chamkaur Singh last year, was
brought on production from
Ferozepur Jail and another gang-
ster Siraj Mintuwho was allegedly
involved in the killing of a right
wing activist in Amritsar was
brought on production warrant
from Bathindajail.

SSP Toora said they have got
important leads and are work-
ingonit. On whether Mansa po-
lice will bring Bishnoi on re-
mand, the SSP said, “Definitely.
We have information that the
Delhi Police has taken the re-
mand of Bishnoi. After that we
will make him join the probe.”

As teacher is cremated, UT
admin faces protests, anger

ARUN SHARMA
SAMBA, SRINAGAR, JUNE 1

A DAY after militants gunned
downaschool teacher in Kashmir,
people inJammu’s Samba district
blocked the Pathankot-Jammu
national highway, demanding
thatemployees from the division
be moved out of the Valley.

Residents and school teachers
who came from the Valley raised
slogans against the BJPand Union
Territory administration amid the
hour-long blockade in a district
considered a bastion of the party.

“Thisis a bigfailure of the gov-
ernment in protecting minorities
in Kashmir,” said one teacher.

The protesters later lifted the
dharnatojoin the funeral proces-
sion for the teacher, Rajni Bala,
who was shot dead on Tuesday
morning at her school in Kulgam
district. She hailed from Samba.

The protesters said that peo-
ple from Jammu who have been
posted in Kashmir — as part of an
inter-district ~ appointment
scheme under the Scheduled
Caste quota — will not return to
the Valley until the government is
able to ensure their safety.

The Union Territory’s admin-
istration is already facing pressure
from Kashmiri Pandit employees
working in Kashmir over theissue
of their security, especially after
militants killed revenue depart-
mentemployee Rahul Bhatinside

’

Family members at the funeral of school teacher Rajni Bala,

in Samba on Wednesday. ANI

Chadoora tehsil office in Budgam
district last month. A number of
them have already putin leave ap-
plications.

BJP leaders including J&K
state chief Ravinder Raina, Lok
Sabha member Poonch con-
stituency Jugal Kishore Sharma
and former minister Chander
Parkash Ganga were greeted
with angry slogans as they vis-
ited the house of Rajni Bala’s in-
laws.

“For how long we will con-
tinue to get Kkilled there
(Kashmir),’, asked another, de-
manding that employees from
Jammu be shifted out of the
Valley. A similar demand was
made before Jammu Divisional
Commissioner Ramesh Kumar
and Additional Director General

of Police Mukesh Singh who also
visited the family.

Curbs in parts of
Srinagar amid protests

The J&K Police on Wednesday
barricaded the roads around
IndiraNagar and Sonawar areas of
Srinangar as the Kashmiri Pandit
employees protesting against tar-
geted killings by militants warned
the administration of “mass mi-
gration”.

The UT administration set up
a“dedicated cell” toredress em-
ployees' grievances, officials said.
The cell, officials said, would be
headed by Additional Secretary
(Administration).

WITHINPUTS FROM
ENS SRINAGAR

‘Singer may have
sensed danger’

Amritsar: Sidhu Moosewala knew
that he was being followed by at
least two cars —and had probably
sensed some sort of danger — but
was notsure tillend whether fans
or potential assailants wereinthe
vehicles tailing him, the two other
occupantsin his car, who werein-
jured in the attack, have told po-
lice, sources said on Wednesday.
According to a source, the
singer's family had earlier been
alerted by security agencies about
possible threat to him.He kept a
loaded weapon with himand was
alert when he thought he was be-
ing followed, the source said. On
Sunday, the source said, he re-
alised he had only three bullets —
healsodid notexpect there would
besix attackers, carrying sophisti-
cated weapons. "Moosewala fired
inreturn but in vain." ENS

BJP loves to
weaponise pain
of Kashmiri
Pandits: PDP

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JUNE1

THE PEOPLES Democratic Party
(PDP) has accused BJP, its former
ally, of “weaponising the pain" of
Kashmiri Pandits.

Referring to the killing of rev-
enue department official Rahul
Bhatin central Kashmir’s Budgam
district last month and subse-
quent protests it triggered, PDP
said in an article in its monthly
newsletter, 'Speak Up', on
Tuesday: “..although they love to
weaponise the pain of Kashmiri
Pandits when it comes to BJP’s
ownagenda, Kashmiri Pandits get
teargassed by the police for
protesting the killing of Rahul
Bhat. Our party president,
Mehbooba Mufti, was put under
house arrest when she tried to
visit the Pandits... Fringe elements
have replaced the mainstream
that has been criminalised for its
beliefin the Constitution.” Thear-
ticle — The Saffron Trojan Horse'
— called nationalism espoused by
BJP as a “Trojan Horse” and said
that Kashmiris will “not embrace
what they (BJP) force upon us”.

Responding to the allegations,
BJP’s Kashmir media in-charge
Manzoor Ahmad Bhat said,
“When in government, BJP is na-
tionalist for them and when out
of power we are not good for
them...”

Shah calls meet to review security situation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

AMID THE spate of civilian
killings in the Kashmir Valley,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
has called a high-level meeting
on June 3 to review the security
situation in the Union Territory.
Apart from top security officials,
J&K LG Manoj Sinha will also at-
tend the meeting.

Only twoweeks ago, Shah had
held a meeting to review the
arrangements for Amarnath Yatra

A
i\q o
“Bma~. Union
{ Home
- Minister
Amit Shah

and the overall security situation
inJammu and Kashmir. This year,
Kashmir Valley has witnessed at
least 16 targeted killings, includ-
ing of police officials, teachersand
sarpanches.

The episodes of targeted
killings spiked after February

Singer KK’s death: Preliminary

SANTANU CHOWDHURY &
KHUSHISINGH
KOLKATA,JUNE1

AFTER POST-MORTEM examina-
tionwas conducted onsinger KK at
the state-run SSKM Hospital, the
preliminary autopsy report has
ruled outfoul playinthe death, po-
lice sources said on Wednesday.
“Theexactcauseof deathwillbeas-
certained after receiving the au-
topsy report,” an officer said.

The preliminaryfindingsof the
report also mentioned that the
well-known Bollywood singer
Krishnakumar Kunnath, popularly
knownasKIG, whodied hoursafter
alive concert here on Tuesday, in-
dicated that he died due to cardiac
arrest,asenior police officer said on
Wednesday. KKwas declared dead

A gun-salute for KK in Kolkata on Wednesday. Partha Paul

onarrival by doctors ata hospital.
“The initial report suggested
thatthe singer died because of my-
ocardial infarction. There was no
foul play behind his death. Clinical
examination also found that the
singer was having prolonged car-
diacissues,” the officer said,adding,

the final report would be available
after 72 hours.

Later in the day, KK's mortal re-
mains were taken to Rabindra
Sadanwherethe late singerwasac-
cordedagunsaluteinthe presence
of hisfamily, CMMamataBanerjee
and her Cabinet ministers.

2021, when the son of the propri-
etor of Krishna Dhaba in Srinagar
was shot at inside his restaurant.
He succumbed to the gunshot in-
juries at a hospital two days later.

On October 5, 2021, promi-
nent chemist M L Bindroo was
shotdead in his shop, followed by
killings of school principal
Supinder Kour and teacher
Deepak Chand in Sangam.

Last year, 182 militants and at
least 35 civilians were killed in the
Valley. In at least three cases,
labourers from outside J&K were
shotatand injured.

The most recent civilian
killings were those of a Kashmiri
Pandit government employee in
Budgam, a female TV artiste in
Budgam, and a woman school
teacher in Kulgam. The killings
have been attributed by the J&K
Police to “hybrid terrorists” who
are essentially overground
workers of Pakistan-based ter-
ror groups and use small arms to
target defenceless civilians.
Security forces have been grap-
pling with the challenge of this
new phenomenon in the Valley
as identifying them is difficult.

Har Ghar Dastak
2.0 begins to
propel Covid-19
vaccination

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

THE HAR Ghar Dastak campaign
2.0 commenced across the coun-
try on Wednesday to ensure
complete Covid-19 vaccination of
alleligible beneficiaries, with spe-
cial focus on inoculation of those
in the 12-14 age group and pre-
caution dose for those above 60.
The two-month long door-to-
door campaign will run between

June 1 and July 31.
The first Har Ghar Dastak cam-
paign was conducted in

November last year. So far, 193.6
crore doses have been adminis-
tered across the country. Nearly
96.3% of those above 15 years of
age havereceived at least one dose
and 86.3%have got both the doses
of the vaccine. The states have
been asked to come up with mi-
cro-plans to widen the coverage.

Vaccination has also been
slowamong children between 12
and 14 forwhom the Biological E's
Corbevax was cleared in March.

An official from Delhi said,
“Initially, there was some hesita-
tion among parents because it
was a new vaccine. By the time
they became comfortable, the
schools had re-opened and vacci-
nation centres on the premises
had to be closed...There was also
the problem of timing.
Schoolchildren got free at 1 or 2
pm, which is the closing time for
dispensaries... All these factorsled
to slower vaccination among the
12to 14 yearsold.”

Covid cases cross
1,000 mark in

Maharashtra first
time since Feb

RUPSA CHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, JUNE1

FORTHE first time since February,
Maharashtrarecorded over 1,000
daily Covid-19 cases on
Wednesday. Of the 1,081 infec-
tions reported across the state,
Mumbai alone recorded 68 per
cent of the cases after 739 people
tested positive, including 10inthe
Dharavi slums.

OnTuesday, Maharashtra had
reported 711 cases with Mumbai
alone recording 506 infections.
Wednesday's figures pushed up
active Covid-19 cases to 4,032 in
the state. Of them, 2,970 are from
Mumbai.

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) commissioner
Igbal Singh Chahal on Wednesday
asked civicofficials to step up vigil,
conduct tests onawar-footingand
keep the staff of jumbo field hos-
pitals onalert.

There has been nearly three-
fold rise in active cases in
Maharashtra in the last one
month. Health officials anticipate
that the spike in cases may con-
tinue for the next one or two
weeks, especially in cities like
Mumbai, Pune and Thane, due to
higher mobility for economic
compulsions.

Chhattisgarh: Cong
dist unit joins tribals
against mining project

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, JUNE1

THE CHHATTISGARH Congress'’s
Surguja district unit has joined
local residents against its own
party’s government over the
felling of trees in the Hasdeo
Aranya forest for mining proj-
ects.

An extension of Parsa East
Kente Basan (PEKB) coal block
and an adjacent coal block in
Parsa are to be mined for the
Rajasthan government by Adani
Enterprises Ltd.

The state forest department
started felling trees in the forest
on Tuesday. Although the exer-
cise had to stop due to protests
by tribal people — they have
been holding a vigil in the area
for weeks now — nearly 100
trees were cut. The tribal resi-
dents of Hasdeo Aranya have

been protesting against the min-
ing projects for months. In
October last year, more than 300
people marched from their vil-
lages to Raipur, demanding ac-
tion.

Despite the protests, both the
Centre and state government
have cleared the way for the
mines allocated in the region.

On Wednesday, members of
the district Congress unit in
Sarguja joined the tribal people
and promised to not let the forest
be destroyed.

Congress leader and
Chhattisgarh Aushadhiya Padap
Board chairperson Balkrishna
Pathak, who joined the protest,
said: “Rahul Gandhi’s words are
like a Lakshman Rekha for us.
We shall not let any tree get cut
against the wishes of the tribals.”
Gandbhi has said he supports the
protests in Hasdeo and is work-
ing ona solution within his party.

Officials attributed several rea-
sons behind the sudden spike in
the last one week. Speaking to The
Indian Express, Additional Chief
Secretary Dr Pradeep Vyas said
that people are intermingling
more and violating Covid-19
guidelines.

“Laxity in following Covid-ap-
propriate behaviour is a contribut-
ing reason. Also, it has been ob-
served that people are taking fever
and cough symptoms lightly and
are not getting tested... Further,
variants BA4 and BA5 (of
Omicron) are probably causing a
rise in cases,” he added.

In April, the state government
had removed all Covid-19 restric-
tions in the state. It has been ob-
served that most of the patients
who have recently been admitted
to hospitals are above 60 years of
age and suffer from at least two
comorbidities.

Till May 31, 16,36,320 people
above the age of 60 years have
taken the third vaccine against
Covid-19in Maharashtra.

Dr Pradip Awate, the state sur-
veillance officer, said that many of
the elderly people haven't taken
the booster dose, which might
have weakened their immunity.

Taking note of the gradualrise
of cases in Mumbai, Chahal ad-
vised more tests and surveillance.

ED attaches PFI
bank accounts
in PMLA case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

THE ED has provisionally at-
tached around Rs 68.6 lakh lying
in different bank accounts be-
longing to Popular Front of India
(PFI), in connection with a
money laundering case. The at-
tached assets include 23 bank
accounts of PFI having a collec-
tive balance of over Rs 59 lakh,
and 10 of its frontal organisation
Rehab India Foundation (RIF)
with a balance of Rs 9.5 lakh.

“Investigation revealed that
more than Rs 60 crore were de-
posited to the accounts of PFI, in-
cluding more thanRs 30 crore in
cash since 2009. Similarly,
around Rs 58 crore were de-
posited in the accounts of RIF
since 2010,” the ED said in a
statement. The PFI on
Wednesday said it is reviewing
the development and will issue a
statement tomorrow
(Thursday).

Shivakumar tried to hide illegal cash: ED

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

KARNATAKA CONGRESS leader D
K Shivakumar "generated a huge
amount of illegal cash" and con-
spired with his associates to hide
the tainted cash, the ED hastolda
special CBI court.

Special Judge Vikas Dhull took
cognizance of the ED chargesheet
filed against five accused under
Section 3 of PMLA, noting that “all
accused persons knowingly as-
sisted pursuant to criminal con-

spiracy in the concealment of pro-
ceeds of crime" by projectingitas
their lawful business income.

In its chargesheet, ED has al-
leged that Shivakumar, who held
the rank of a Cabinet minister, had
“generated a huge amountofiille-
gal and unaccounted cash". The
agency claimed that the Congress
leaderentered intoa criminal con-
spiracy with other co-accused to
"hide the tainted cash and evade
payment of tax and the said
tainted cash was transported from
Bangalore to Delhi."

The Income Tax Department

had conducted a search and
seizure operation on August 2,
2017 at a house owned by
Shivakumar and his associates
and claimed to have recovered
more thanRs 8.5 crore,

Since a case under Section
120-B (Punishment of criminal
conspiracy) was a scheduled of-
fence, ED eventually registered an
ECIR, whichis akin to a police FIR,
in this case.

The ED had arrested
Shivakumar on September 3,
2019, in the case. Delhi High Court
granted him bail in October 2019.

Off controversies, KK let his songs speak for him

SUANSHUKHURANA
NEW DELHI,JUNE1

Hum rahe ya na rahe kal, kal yaad
aayengeye pal...

In 1999, when this gentle ditty,
composed by Lesle Lewis, hit the
music channels and music stores,
it seemed impossible to box the
voice into a strict category. It was
not a typical playback-singing
voice tailor-made for the hero.
This one had the singer peeking
inside the composition and ex-
pressing it for the listeners.

Adebutalbum by Delhi-based
singer named KK, this piece, inan
album named 'Pal', was sung gen-
tly, in tune, but without the frills
and flounces of a trained vocalist.
One heard 'Pyar ke pal’, har-
monised it with life,and let it stay
there for every farewell that fol-
lowed — of friends, family, unre-
quited love, and sometimes of

one's favourite artiste.

'Pal' also came with eight other
songs but 'Pyar ke pal', 'Yaaron
dosti'and 'Aap kidua' proved KK's
brilliance — not just musically, but
theirinnocence and evocative na-
ture had a generation growing up
in the 1990s humming gently.

These songs,and so many oth-
ers in multiple languages, by
singer Krishnakumar Kunnath,
better known as KK, whodied ofa
cardiac arrest in Kolkata on
Tuesday night, often stopped
time. His death, at 53, after a col-
lege concert, had him at his best.
And he sang 'Pyar ke pal' for one
last time — it was like life coming
full circle.

He is survived by wife Jyothy
and two children.

KK grew upinaMalayali fam-
ilyin Delhi; both his parents were
fond of music. His grandmother
taught music and KK, who stud-
ied in Delhi's Kirorimal College

KRISHNAKUMAR
KUNNATH

1968-2021

and was part of the college music
society, grew up listening to a
wide array of songs —
Mohammad Rafi, Kishore Kumar,
songs by R D Burman, besides
those by Billy Joel and Sting.

He didn't enjoy music lessons
asachild and never trained inany
form. He wanted to study medi-

New Delhi

cine. A keen ear and power to re-
member exactly what he heard
helped KK chart a path in the
world of advertising first. Be it the
Desh ki dhadkan jingle for for Hero
Honda, or those for Nerolac and
Colgate, his versatile yet unique
voice adjusted in these moulds.
Music  composer  Pritam
Chakraborty said: “Both of us be-
gan with ad jingles.... KIK was the
first singer I signed up. After that,
there had been no film where he
didn't sing for me...”

While his first film break came
withanARRahmansonginafilm
titled Duniya Dilwalon Ki in 1996,
what made KK ahousehold name
was Tadap tadap keinSanjay Leela
Bhansali's Hum Dil De Chuke
Sanam (1999). While KK climbed
scales tolift his voice, he followed
it with the fun-filled Koi kahe, ke-
hta rahe with Shaan in Dil Chahta
Hai (2001), the evocative
Awarapan in Jism (2003), and the

soulful Tu aashiqui haiin Jhankaar
Beats (2003). So interesting was
his voice that it could sing the
street-style 'Tune maari entry...
with as much aplomb as the pro-
found 'Tu hi meri shab hai' in
‘Gangster: A Love Story'.

A private person who mostly
stayed away from advertising
himself, as is the norm in film in-
dustry, he mostly stayed out of the
public eye and controversies.
Instead, his songs spoke for him,
and they were mostly paced out.

On stage, he was a live wire —
eveninKolkataon Tuesday night,
he belted out a long list of his
pieces.

For people who listened to
him, as deeply as he sang, KK's
voice willremainetched asasalve
for the soul.

That was KK, overwhelming
and yet never, ever overpowering.

WITHINPUTS FROM
RINKUGHOSH



16

CLASSIF

2DS 8 TENDERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JUNE 2,2022

Classifieds

PERSONAL

Itis for general information that
I,Naveen Kumar Gola,S/0-Babu
Ramresiding at209/1
G.F.,Gali.No.10,Bholanath
Nagar,Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,declare that name of
mine and my father has been
wrongly-written as Neevan
and BabuLalinmy
DL.N0.P07062002246285.The
actual-name of mine and my
father are Naveen Kumar Gola
and Babu Ram,respectively
which may be amended
accordingly.

0040616939-10

Itis for general information that
I,Monika Bansal,D/0-Bhushan
Lal,W/o-Madan Lal
Bansal,residing at,460/B-
2,Mahavir Block,Bholanath
Nagar,Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-written
as Premlatain my Birth
Certificate Prem Lata Guptain
my Educational-Documents
Monika alias PremlatainS.A/c
The Vaish Cooperative Bank
Daryaganj-N.Delhi.The actual-
name of mine is Monika
Bansal,which may be amended
accordingly

0040616939-9

Itis for general Information
I,Mohammed Usman,S/o-Late
Shri.Mohammed Shamim R/o-
Qrt.No-861,3rd Floor,Sector-
5,Pushp Vihar,MB.Road,New
Delhi-110017,inform thatin
my,govt. service book and
others Official documents the
name spelling of mine and
my,father’s has been wrongly-
written as MOHD.USMAN,S/o
MOHD.SHAMIM.The actual
name spelling of mine
&father’sis MOHAMMED
USMAN S/o-MOHAMMED
SHAMIM.

0040616932-5

I,khazan singh Gautam
S/0.Chunni lal, Address.FF-3
plot.no.476 sec-13,vasundhra
Ghaziabad-201012,have
changed my name to khazan
singh.

0040616939-4

I,Yatin Ahuja S/o Anil AhujaR/0
789/27 Gandhi-Nagar
Phatak,Haryana-124001
changed my nameto Yatin.

0040616939-2

I,Yatin Ahuja S/o0 Anil Ahuja R/0
789/27 Gandhi-Nagar
Phatak,Haryana-124001
changed my nameto Yatin.

0040616939-2

I,Vijay Kumar Yadav,S/o-
Ramsubhag Yadav,R/o-
Mohalla-Quazipur, Near,ARV-
Inter-College, Maghar,Sant
Kabir Nagar,UP-272173,have
changed,my name,from Vijay
Kumar Ramsubhag Yadav,
Yadav Vijay Kumar,to Vijay
Kumar Yadav,for all future,
purposes.

0040616941-10

I,VIJAY KUMAR BHUTIANI S/0.
SHANTI SAWROOP R/o.Flat
No0.836, Milano Tower,
Mahagun Moderne, Sector 78,
Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar-
201304 Uttar Pradesh,have
changed my nameto VIJAY
KUMAR BHUTANI.

0040616935-10

I,Tahira W/o-Mohammad Aakil
Khan,H.No.C-11-35,Raju Park
Near-Sainik Farm
Khanpur,New Delhi-
110062,have changed my Name
to Tahira Khan,for all Purposes.

0040616932-3

I,Sweta Negi D/o Dinesh Negi
R/0 P-10, LIC Jivan Sarita-
Colony,Dilshad-Garden,
Shahdara,Delhi-110095,have
changed my name to Shweta

Negi. 0040616941-6
I,Surinder Singh,S/0
GURCHARAN

SINGH,R/0.H.no.25,Sector-
37,AshokaEnclave-
1,Faridabad,Haryana-121003.
Have Changed My Name To
Surender Singh For All Future
Purposes. 0040616941-2

1,Sanjay Arora,S/o-Chuni Lal
Arora,R/0.A-26,Axis-
Bank,Geeta-Colony,Krishna
Nagar-Extension,Delhi-
110051,declare that Sanjay
Aroraand Sanjeev Arora are
names of one and the same
person. 0040616941-5

1,Ritu Girdhar/ Ritu Dhall,W/o-
Sohit Kanwar residing-K-1/9,
3rd Floor,Chittaranjan
Park,Delhi,have changed my
name to Ritu Kanwar,for all
purposes.

0040616941-

I,Rajneesh Kumar,S/o Sawran
Singh,R/0-RZ-31B/230, Gali
no.2, J-block,Dayal Park,West
Sagarpur,New Delhi-
110046,hereby declare,that
I,have changed my name,from
Rajneesh Kumar Rana,to
Rajneesh Kumar.

©

0040616941-8

I,Rajaisa W/0. Mohammad
Shakil,R/0.C-72,TC camp,
Raghubir Nagar,Tagore garden,
New Delhi-110027,have
changed my nameto
Rajaysha,for all,purposes.

0040616935-7

I,PRITIHAYNES D/0 LATE YUDHA
PRATAP JUNG BAHADUR
RANA,R/01222,KINGSLEY CIR
NE, DEKALB ATLANTA,GA 30324-
3224 U.S.A. state that my name
mentioned in Shri Ram Fibres
Limited (SRF Ltd.) shares &
debentures as PRITI RANA
under Folio No. SF 39553 is my
maiden name,while my true
and correct name is PRITI
HAYNES. 0040616936-6

1,Nima Devi W/0,N0.JC539563Y
HONY/Capt. DALIP Singh Bisht
R/0,E-39,E-Block,Vishwash
Park, Uttam Nagar,Delhi-
59,have changed my, name to
Neema Bisht vide affidavit
dt.01.06.2022,before Delhi

0040616939-3

I,Neha Bachher/Neha Kaur
Bachcher D/O,Anil
Bhatia,R/0,H.N0.B2/239, Block-
B2,2nd-Floor Paschim-
Vihar,Delhi-110063,have
changed my name to Neha
Bhatia.

0040616932-1

1, MOHAMMED NADEEM S/0
MEHTABUDDIN,R/0 1088
KISHAN GANJTELI WARA AZAD
MARKET DELHI-110006,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
MOHAMMAD NADIM.

0040616939-7

I,Jatin Arora,S/0-Ashok Kumar
Arora,R/O-House no-8299,Plot
no-1,Block no.62,East Park
Road, Karol Bagh,Central Delhi-
110005,have changed the name
of my minor son Ruhaan aged
05years and he shall hereafter
be known as Rishabh Arora.

0040616936-1

l,Jasmeet Singh Alagh S/o
Jagmohan Singh,R/0 H-1/6
VikaspuriDelhi have changed
my name to Jasmeet Singh.

0040616941-3

l,Ishrat Urvashi Rana,W/o Mr.
Aloke Mookerjee R/o Flat
No0.202,Block- A1, Zion
Square,Duler Mapusa,Goa-
403507,do hereby inform that
my name mentioned in Shri
Ram Fibres Limited (SRF
Ltd.)shares & debentures as
Ishrat Rana under Folio No. SF
39553 is incorrect,while my
true and correct nameis Ishrat
UrvashiRana. 0040616936-5

l,Indra Jatinder Singh,W/o
Brigadier Jatinder Singh,R/0 C-
528,Defence
Colony,South,Delhi-
110024,have changed my
name,from Indra Jatinder
Singh to Indra Kaur,for all
future purposes.

0040616941-7

1,Gurdev Kaur Alagh W/o
Jasmeet SinghR/0 H-1/6
VikaspuriDelhi have changed
my name to Gurdev Kaur.

0040616941-4

1,GUPHRAN,S/0 OSAPH
ALI,ADD:-TAJ
COLONY,MADARSA
ROAD,MASURI,DISTRICT
GHAZIABAD UTTAR PRADESH
PIN-201302,changed my name
to GUFRAN, permanantly.

0040616935-2

1,Sunil Shukla S/o Uday Bhan
Shukla R/0 515,Pocket-
1,PAschim Puri,Delhi-63,have
inform That name of,my Wife
has been wrongly-written as
kalpanainthe School-record
and birth-certificate of,my
minor son Raj Shukla aged 16
years.The actual name,of
my,wife is Shivrani.

0040616932-6

I,Sunil Wadhwa S/0,Inder Jeet
Wadhwa R/0, 10/63,West-
PunjabiBagh,Delhi-
110026,have changed my name
to Sunil Kumar Wadhwa.

0040616932-2

1,Eshita Verma,D/O Niren
Verma,R/0O H.N0.2/44, Sector-
5,Rajinder-Nagar,
Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh, 201005 to have
changed my name to Ishita
Verma,forall purposes.

0040616932-4

1,Dolly Sharma,W/0-Shri Ashok
Kumar,R/0-E-1/74,Second
Floor,Sector-7,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,inform that my name
has been changed from Dolly
toDolly Sharmainthe
educational certificate of my
son,Aditya Sharma.

0040616936-2

1,Shivya,D/0-Shri Sahdev
Dahiya,R/0-96,Akash
Kunj,Sector-9,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Shivya Dahiya.

0040616935-6

I,Dinesh kumar vij S/o Tilak Raj
vij R/0 A-35,first
floor,Kaushambi Ghazibad U.P.,
have my name changeto
Dinesh kumar for all purpose.

0040616913-1

I,Shivani W/0-Somya
Kant,R/0.flat.no 801,Tower-
B2,PWO-Apartment,Sector-
43,Gurugram,Haryana-
122009,informs that Shiva
Mittal is my name before
marriage & now my name is
Shivaniand both are same
person. 0040616942-1

I,Shilpa Agarwal,D/o
Ghanshyam, R/0 170, 2nd-Floor,
Near-Yashroop Hospital,
Sector-9,Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122001,have changed my name
to Shilpa Aggarwal.

0040616939-6

I,Shakil Hussain
S/0.Mohammad Muzdeen
R/0.C-72,TC camp,Raghubir
Nagar,Tagore garden,New
Delhi-110027,have changed my
name to Mohammad Shakil,for
all purposes.

0040616935-8

1,Dinesh Kumar S/0 Gulshan
Kharbanda R/0 M-19,Gali No-
4,New Mahavir Nagar,Tilak
Nagar,New-Delhi-110018 Have
Changed my Nameto Dinesh
Kharbanda.

0040616939-1

I,DEVASHISH VAIDYA,S/O NITIN
VASANT VAIDYA,R/0 44 TRIVENI
APPARTMENT,A-6,PASCHIM
VIHAR,NEW DELHI-110063,have
changed my nameto
DEVASHISH NITIN
VAIDYA,permanantly.

0040616935-9

1,Chetan Singh Bhandari S/o-
Eitveer Singh,R/0.A-
201,Kh.N0.632,Phase-5,Aya-
Nagar,
South-Delhi-110047,have
changed my name to Chetan
Singh.

0040616939-5

1,Ashok Kumar,S/O-Late ShriLal
Ram Sharma,R/O-E-
1/74,Second Floor,Sector-
7,Rohini,Delhi-110085,inform
that my name has been
changed from Ashok to Ashok
Kumar in the educational
certificate of my son, Aditya
Sharma.

0040616936-3

I, Brijesh Narayan Singh S/0
Purushottam Singh, R/0 1817,
Block D, Omaxe City, Morthal
Khas(91), Sonipat, Haryana-
131039 have changed the name
of my minor daughter Tanvi
Brijesh Singh aged about 13
Years and She shall hereafter
be known as Ojasvini Singh

0070788296-1

PROPERTY FOR SALE

l,Aditya P.J.B.Rana,S/o Late
Yudh Pratap Jung Bahadur
Rana,R/0-D-404,Anand Lok
Society,Mayur Vlhar Phase-
1,Delhi-110091 Do hereby
inform that that my name
mentioned in Shri Ram Fibres
Limited (SRF Ltd.) shares &
debentures certificates as
Aditya Rana under Folio No. SF
39553 isincorrect, while my
true and correct name is Aditya
P.J.B.Rana.

0040616936-4

I, Uddeshya S/o0 Sunil Kumar
R/0- Pocket B-4, 146-147,
Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my name from
Uddeshyato Uddeshya Sharma
forall future purposes.

0040616849-1

1,Swati Suri W/o Saurabh
Chadha R/o F-85 Kirti Nagar
Delhi have changed my name
to Swati Chadha.

0040616941-1

I, Sweta Tiwari D/o Shiv Shankar
Tiwari R/0-A-115, Sector-70,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
UP-201301, have changed my
name to Shweta Tiwari.

0070788381-1

I, Sunita Kasna, W/O Late Ashok
Kasana, D/O Dhanpal Singh,
R/0 House No-404
Sharfuddinpur Javli,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201102 has changed my name
to Sunita for all future
purposes.

0070788322-1

I, Sanjjeev Rohila, aged 47 years,
S/0 Ram Avtar Singh & Maya
DeviR/o Top Floor, J1/22/2
Unit-2, Khirki Extension, New
Delhi-110017, India, have
changed my son’s name from
SIDDHANT to SIDDHANT
ROHILA for all future purposes.
His Date of Birth is : 22.07.2007.

0040616880-1

I, Sandeep S/o0 Jagdish Kumar
R/0B-105, Khasra.No-11/12,
11/19 Rajeev Nagar, Begumpur,
Delhi-86 have changed my
name to Sandeep Thakral for
all future purposes.

00707883731

I, Ravi Kant Chawla, son of Ramji
Das Chawlaresiding at 203
First Floor, Surya Niketan,
Delhi-110092 declares that Ravi
Kant Chawla and Ravi Chawla
both are one and same person
vide affadavit no IN-
DL40485530005826U dated 1-
June-2022.

0040616847-3

I, Rajat S/O Harish kumar, R/0 N-
174, Gali NO-9, Vishnu Garden,
Tilak Nagar, West Delhi-
110018, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Rajat Rehria.

00707882931

1, RADHIKA KAPOOR MITRA D/o
MADAN LAL KAPOOR, Ex. W/o
MICHAEL MITRA, R/0 Block- 18,
Flat No- 308, Heritage City, M G
Road, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122002, declare that I got
divorce from my husband, vide
Court Decree No. IDA No.09/21,
dated 31/08/2021 further | have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
RADHIKA KAPOOR.

0070788284-2

I, Naresh Modi alias Naresh
Kumar Modi S/0 Junaram
Gupta, R/0 HN0-88, Pocket-A-8,
Ground Floor Kalkaji Extn, New
Delhi, Ali, Delhi- 110019, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Naresh
Kumar Gupta.

0070788299-1

1, Molly A.K. W/o Mr. Kamal
Kishore, R/0 A-7C, DDA Flats, A-
Block, Vishal Kunj, New Delhi-
110027 have changed my name
from Molly A.K. to Anjali
Kishore for all future purposes.

0040616799-1

I, KANIKA ANAND wife of
GUNJAN KAPOOResiding at
4A/15, TILAKNAGAR, DELHI-
110018 have changed my minor
Son’s name from RIAN ANAND
to RIAN KAPOOR for all future
purpose.

0040616847-2

1, KANIKA ANAND wife of
GUNJAN KAPOOR residing at
4A/15, TILAKNAGAR, DELHI-
110018 have changed my name
to KANIKA KAPOOR forall
future purpose.

0040616847-1

I, Harsh Mohan S/o Kanhaiya Lal
Balooni R/0 1615, Sector-37,
Noida, UP, have changed my
name to Harsh Mohan Balooni
forall future purposes.

0040616844-1

1, Dev Kumar Diwakar S/o
Ramvir R/0-608, Chour
Sadatpur, sec-22, Noida,
Gautam Budhha Nagar, UP-
201301, have changed my name
to Dev Kumar.

0070788380-1

INimit Jain S/o Satpal Jain R/0 B-
88-A, Jain Nagar, Karala, Delhi-
110081, have changed my name
to Naveet Jain

0070788366-1

I, Chetna Kumari D/O Sandeep
Kumar, R/0 61, Mubarikpur,
Tumbabheri, Jhajjar, Haryana-
124109. Declare that Name of
My Mother has been wrongly
written as Soniya Deviin my
10th Class Certificate No-
0155487. The actual name of My
Mother is Santosh Devi, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070788291-1

I, Bipin Kumar S/0 Surendra
Singh, R/o H. NO- 50, Agra Road,
Saray Dayanth, Etawah, Uttar
Pradesh- 206001, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Abhay Rajput.

0070788298-1

For Sale /RentinPune
Premium Offices 2,000 -
10,00,000 Sq.ft./ Luxury
Apartments & Bungalows/
Industrial Land & Factories.
Call/ WhatsApp:9823022097
www.earthwellrealty.com

0050197256-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Asha D/O Mahendra Singh R/o-
B-140, Sector-22, Noida Gautam
Buddha Nagar, have changed
my name to Asha Singh for all
future purpose.

0070788367-1

I, Abhishek Kumar S/o Shri
Kishore Chander SurmaR/o
Flat.No-J-1439, Gaur
Sportswood Apartment,
Sector-79, Noida, GautamBudh
Nagar, U.P.-201301, have
changed my nameto Abhishek
Kumar Surma for all future
purposes.

0070788372-1

I, ANILKUMAR SHARMA S/o
Naresh Chandra SharmaR/o P-
104, Gali No.6, Shankar Nagar
Extention, Delhi-110051 have
changed my name to ANIL
KUMAR for all future purposes.

0040616516-1

ISudesh Kumar S/o Sh. Banwari
Lal R/o F-47, Ground Floor,
DESU Colony, Tripolia,Rana
Pratap Bagh, North Delhi, Delhi-
110007 have changed the name
of my minor son from Bhavya
to Bhavayansh Rohlan for all
purposes. 0040616800-2

ISudesh Kumar S/o Sh. Banwari
Lal R/o F-47, Ground Floor,
DESU Colony, Tripolia, Rana
Pratap Bagh, North Delhi, Delhi-
110007 have changed the name
of my minor daughter from
Mananya Arya to Mananya
Rohlan for all purposes.

0040616800-1

IRaju S/o Late Sh. Deewan
Chand R/o H.N0.A-94, GaliNo.3,
Karan Vihar Part-3, Near
Mangal Bazar Road, Kirari
Suleman Nagar, Nithari, North
West Delhi,Delhi-110086 have
changed my name to Raju Garg
forall purposes. 0040616800-4

I Priyanka Kaushik w/o Sitanshu
Sharmar/o D-12 Green Park,
Delhi-110016 have changed my
name to Priyanka Sharma.

0040616850-1

INitender Yadav S/o Sh. Khajan
Singh Yadav R/o Plot No.3,
Street No.C-2.1, Sector-82-A,
Vatika India Next, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122004 have changed
the name of my minor son from
Vivaan Rao to Veer Rao for all
purposes. 0040616800-3

I Kshangoor S/o Shri
Sammaideen R/o C-3/701,Gali
No.12,2 pusta, circular Road,
SoniaVihar, karwal
nagar,North east delhi-110094,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Chhangoor, use for all purpose
in future. 0040616803-1

1,Sukhvir Singh,S/0 Bhikari
Singh,R/0 A-15,Gali.No-1,Harit-
Vihar Burari,New Delhi-
110084,Have Changed My
Name To Sukhbir
Choudhary,For All,Future
Purposes. 0040616935-5

I,SHAMEEN, D/O.ARIF ALI KHAN
ADD-157,FIRST-
FLOOR,POCKET-2 JASOLA-
VIHAR,NEW DELHI-110025,
Changed my name to
SHAMEEN ARIF,for all,future
Purposes. 0040616939-8

1,RUBI W/0.BINOD KUMAR, ADD-
A.BLOCK, GALI.NO-6,H.NO- 294,
PART-5 SONIA-VIHAR, NORTH-
EAST DELHI-110094, changed
my name to KUMARI RUBI,
permanantly. 0040616935-1

I,Jai kumar Tanwar,S/0 Buddha
Ram R/0 House.No-50,Kahia-
Mohalla Fateh-Pur Beri,Delhi-
110074,Have Changed My
Name To Jai Kumar,For
All,Future Purposes.

0040616935-4

I,Prabhakar Reddy,S/0 Chandra
Reddy,R/0.U-322,Second-
Floor,Chirag-Delhi,Malviya-
Nagar,New-Delhi-110017,Have
Changed My Name To
Prabhakar Reddy Pagilla,For
All,Future Purposes.

0040616935-3

1, Divya Gour, W/o Shri
Himanshu Bhardwaj, R/o Flat
No. A-49, Welcome Apartment,
Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-110085
do hereby solemnly inform that
Divya Gour and Divya Bhardwaj
both are one and same person.
0040616941-1

1, Ved Parkash Bhardwaj, S/o
Late ShriJawahar Lal Sharma,
R/o0 Flat No. A-49, Welcome
Apartment, Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 do hereby
solemnly inform thatin my
son's documents my nameis
mentioned as Ved Prakash
Bhardwaj instead of Ved
Parkash Bhardwaj. Ved Parkash
Bhardwaj and Ved Prakash
Bhardwajboth are oneand
same person.

0040616941-2

LOST & FOUND

1,am Ramkhiladi Verma,S/o-
Sukka Ram R/0-1278,Lodhi
Road Complex,New Delhi-
110003,have lost my,property
Documents of R/0-G-1/A,Shiv
Durga Vihar, Lakkarpur,
Faridabad.l have bought this
property from Ram kumar
Meena,S/0.ShriHatilaRam
Meena.Finder contact;
Mobile.N0.9911448678.

0040616932-10

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Anuradha Gupta W/o Sh. Atul
Bansal R/o B-12, Manav Apartments, Sector-
9, Rohini, Delhi-110085, M.No. 9810729393,
entered into ‘Agreement to Sell’ for purchase
of SFS Flat No. 297, Ground Floor,
Category-ll, Block-B, Pocket-5, Sector-8,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, from (1) Anshu Katyal
W/o Sumit Katyal, (2) Nisha W/o Lalit
Sachdeva (3) Sakshi Bhandula W/o Rakesh
Bhandula. If anybody has any kind of Legal
Rights/Claim or objection on above property
should send their objections with documents
in writing within 15 days of publication, and
any claim thereafter shall be treated as null
and void and my client will not be responsible
for any claim.

Sd-

S.S. MALIK (Advocate)
D-582/94)

Off.: C-1/121, Sector-11,
Rohini, Delhi-85.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Arunesh Bharadwaj
S/o Late Sh. Hari
Shankar Bharadwaj.
R/o. Plot No-36,
Block-D-2, Pankha
Road, Janakpuri,
New Delhi-110058.
File No-F6(159)/
1969/LAB. Lost of
Original Lease deed.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is here by informed that my!
clients Sh. Pawan Kumar Sharma S/o Sh.
Hamarayan Sharma & Smt. Neelam Sharma
W/o Sh. Pawan Kumar Sharma, Both Rio
10A/217, First Floor, Vasundhara, Distt.
Ghaziabad (U.P.) has detached and debarred
their Son namely Sh. Harshvardhan Sharma &
his wife Smt. Apoorva Paliwal, Both R/o at
Distt. Hapur (U.P.) from all their relationship!
henceforth. My above named clients have
severed all relations with them for all intents
and purposes for all the times to come. Any
person dealing with them and shall do so at his|
own risk and consequences and my clients
will not be responsible for any claim against
Sh. Harshvardhan Sharma & his wife Smt.
Apoorva Paliwal under any circumstances.

D.K. Sharma (Advocate)
Chamber No.219, New Lawyers
Chambers, Supreme Court of India
New DM 981 00-468£

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the general information of all
concerned that our client Shri Laxmi Prasad
Slo Shri Pitamber Raut and his wife Smt.
Veena Devi Both R/o H.No. C-210, JJ
Camp, Tigri, Khanpur, New Delhi-110062
has disowned their son namely Raj Kumar|
from their movable and immovable|
property and also severed all relations with
him, Due to his anti-family activities. Our
client Shri Laxmi Prasad and his wife Smt.
Veena Devi shall not be liable for any act,
deed or thing done by their son Raj Kumar,
anybody dealing with him shall be doing so
athis/her ownrisk & responsibility.

Harsh Vardhan (Advocate)
RZ-25 Bhawani Kunj, D-2, Vasanj Kunj
New Delhi-110070]

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at Large is hereby informed that
my clients (1) Yogesh Kumar and (2)
Chetan Pharswal, both sons of Shri Bal
Kishan @ Bale, both Resident of House
No. 78, Near Mata Chowk, Rangpuri,
New Delhi-110037, have waived all their
rights, title and interest in the ancestral
property i.e. House No. 78, Near Mata
Chowk, Rangpuri, New Delhi-110037,
for ever, of their own free will and choice,
without any kind of pressure, coercion or
threat from any quarter what-so-ever.
The above said property is recorded in
the name of father of my above said
clients and he can use and enjoy the
same in any manner what-so-ever
including sale, mortgage etc.

Sd/-

(Ravi Kant Gautam)

Advocate

Ch. No. 959, Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi-110001 M. No. 8595238979

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that my
client Mr. Suresh Kumar S/o Late Sh. Mange
Ram, R/o. H. No. 275/2, Gali No. 12, Than
Singh Nagar, Anand Parbat Central Delhi.
Deihi-110005. have disinherited ~ and
disowned his son and daughter-in-law namely
Sh. Dheeraj Kumar and Smt. Himanshi, from
his property bearing no. 275/2, Gali No. 12,
Than Singh Nagar, Anand Parbat, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110005 and also other moveable
and immoveable properties as well as from
the line of succession and have broken allties
with his son and his daughter-in-law. My client
is neither responsible for any liabilities nor
responsible for any Acts, Deeds o things
done by his said son and daughter-in-law or
any other person (s) dealing with him or her
shall be dealing so at his on risks, costs and
consequences.

Sd/-

RACHIT KHANDELWAL

(Advocate)

Ch. No. 315, Block-I Delhi High Court,
New Delhi- 110003

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client, Mr. Naresh Kumar Sharma S/o
Shri Yashoda Nand Sharma, aged 56
years R/o RZ-11, Gali No.9, Madan Puri,
West Sagar Pur, New Delhi - 110046, has
severed all relations with his son namely,
Mr. Akshat Sharma, aged 30 years and
daughter Ms. Tania Sharma, Aged 27
years due to their misconduct. My client
has also disowned, debarred and
disinherited his abovementioned son and
daughter from all his moveable and
immoveable properties henceforth. My
client shall have no concern with them.
Anybody dealing with them in connection
with any property and otherwise may do
so at his/her/their own risk and peril and
my client shall in no way be responsible
for their any civil or criminal liabilities in
any manner whatsoever.

Sd/-

R.P. SINGHAL

ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 214, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.

PUBLIC NOTICE

"Public at large is hereby informed that our
clients Sh. Baldev Singh S/o Late Sh.
Mehma Singh and Smt. Sukhvinder Kaur
W/o Sh. Baldev Singh, both residents of
G-62, Karampura, New Delhi-110015 have
severed all their relations and contacts w.e.f.
01.05.2022 with their son Simranjeet Singh
S/o Sh. Baldev Singh and hereby debar &

disown their said son Simranjeet Singh from
all their movable and immovable properties,
assets and bank accounts and the future
properties or assets which they may acquire,
due to his having relations with one Ms.
Rashi Singh against their wishes as well as
for his disobedience, misconduct and
misbehavior. If any person deals with said
Simranjeet Singh or Ms. Rashi Singh or with
both of them, on behalf of our clients,
he/she/they will do so at his/her/their own
risk, cost and consequences as our client
shall not be responsible in any manner to
any person whatsoever for any of the acts,
actions and omissions of Simranjeet Singh
and Ms. Rashi Singh".
Sd/- (R.P. SHARMA & CO.)
ADVOCATES
Ch. No. 436, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT MR. MUKESH, S/o LATE SH.
BHIM SINGH, R/O B-1/1678, VASANT KUNJ,
NEW DELHI-110070, HEREBY CANCELS
ALL SPECIAL POWER OF ATTORNEYS,
GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEYS,
AUTHORITY LETTERS AND ALL OTHER
DOCUMENTS SIGNED BY HIM IN FAVOUR
OF HIS REAL BROTHERS NAMELY MANISH
KUMAR SEHRAWAT, RAJESH KUMAR &
NARESH KUMAR SEHRAWAT, ALL SONS
OF LATE BHIM SINGH. IF ANY BODY DEALS
WITH THEM IN ANY MANNER IN THE SAID
CIRCUMSTANCES THEY WILL BE FULLY
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ACTS / DEEDS
AND MY CLIENT WILL NOT BE HELD LIABLE
FOR ANY ACT PERFORMED BY ABOVE
NAMED PERSONS FOR AND ON BEHALF
OF MY CLIENT.
Sd/- (MANISH KUMAR PATHAK)
ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 516, Rohini Courts, Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT SMT. SUNITA SHARMA, W/O
SUNIL SHARMA, R/O F-53, NARAINA
VIHAR, NEW DELHI-110028 IS THE SOLE
AND ABSOLUTE OWNER OF ENTIRE
SECOND FLOOR, ENTIRE THIRD FLOOR
WITH ROOF RIGHTS OF PROPERTY
MEASURING 125 SQ. YARDS BEARING
NO. F-53 ALONGWITH PROPORTIONATE
UNDIVIDED OWNERSHIP RIGHT OF THE
UNDERNEATH LAND BY VIRTUE OF
REGISTERED PARTITION DEED DATED
13.10.2020 AND REGISTER SALE DEED
DATED 19.09.2005. NO OTHER PERSON
INCLUDING ANIL KUMAR SHARMA, S/O
K.K. SHARMA OR HIS ANY LEGAL HEIRS
IS HAVING NO RIGHT, TITLE OR
INTEREST OVER THE ABOVE SAID
PROPERTY.
Sd/- (MANISH KUMAR PATHAK)
ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 516, Rohini Courts, Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for the general information that
my client Omkar S/o Late Sh.
Jaswant Singh R/o H. No. 165-E,
Khirki Extension, Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi-110017 have debarred,
disowned and broken down all the
relationship from his Son Mr.
Ravinder Kaushik and his wife
Smt. Shivani and disowned from
their all moveable and Immoveable
properties either self acquired or
ancestral situated all over india due
to their misconduct, disobedience
and misbehavior attitude. My client
will not be responsible in future for
their acts which was done by them.
sd/-

Akmal Khan

Advocate

Ch. No. 180, Patiala House Court,
New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that
my client Shri Mukesh Kumar s/o Late
Sh. Hari Singh Verma and Smt. Gyan
Wati Devi w/o Sh. Mukesh Kumar both
r/o710/1C, Gali No. 1, Raj Nagar Part 2,
Palam Colony, Delhi - 110045 have
disown their son namely Sh. Chetan
Chauhan and his wife Smt. Shalu Tomar
in all the manners and from their all the
acts, which have been done by them, my
client have no concern with their son
namely Sh. Chetan Chauhan and his
wife Smt. Shalu Tomar and in case
anybody deals with them in any manner,
he/she shall be responsible for the
same at his own risk, cost and
consequences and the said act shall
have no legal binding force upon my
client. Jatin Kumar Advocate WZ/37,
Village Nangli Jalib, Janakpuri, Delhi
-110058

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is publicly informed that PROP. NO.144,
TRANSPORT CENTRE, ROHTAK ROAD,
DELHI, was owned by M/S. PRAKASH
ROADLINES PVT. LTD., having registered
office at #108, 3rd CROSS, KALASIPALYAM
NEW EXT., BENGALURU-560002. My client
Vaibhav Narang S/o Shri Bharat Narang R/o
9, North Park Road, Kamana Park, East
Banglore, Karnataka, Director of said
company have lost Original DDA
Allotment/Demand/Auction  Letter, DDA
Possession Letter, C-Form, D-Form etc. of
the aforesaid property and he has lodged
NCR for the same, vide LR No0.451052/2022,
D1.30.05.2022. If any person who may found
the same shall contact me in writing at
advocatemanish.chawla@gmail.com  or
9811139896 or my client at his address.
MANISH CHAWLA (Advocate)

Enrol.No.D-578/04.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This Notice is hereby given to general
public that Mrs. Vandana Agarwal who
claimed to be owners and in possession
of Property No. 1/1702 (B-36), area
measuring 100 Sq. Yds. Situated at;
Mansarovar Park, G.T. Road, Shahdara,
Delhi; by virtue of Relinquishment Deed
dated 26.06.2021, now Mrs. Vandana
Agarwal is selling said property to Mr.
Vijendra Arora and Mrs. Kavita Arora
now Mr. Vijendra Arora and Mrs. Kavita
Arora has approached IDFC First Bank
Limited for financial assistance and
therefore shall be mortgaged with the
said Bank. We give this public notice that
if any person having any claim/objection
regarding ownership and/or creating
mortgage of the said property or any part;
of the said property in favour of IDFC
FirstBank Ltd is/are hereby requested to
notify the same in writing to undersigned
with supporting documentary evidence
at the address mention below within
10 days from the date of publication of|
Ithis notice, failing which any claim,

if any, of such persons will be consider to
have been waived and/or, abandoned
and our client shall proceed with the
disbursement of loan against the
said property and subsequent creation

of Mortgage in respect thereof.
For Juris NextGen Law Offices
E-56,LGF, Greater Kailash Enclave Part-1
New Delhi-110048

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Clients Shri Dharm Pal Singh, S/0
Late Shri Raj Singh and Smt. Manju
Chaudhary, W/o Shri Dharm Pal
Singh, R/o CC-2A, 403, Jaypee
Greens, Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh,
due to the mishehave, disobedience
and quarrelsome nature of their son
Rohit Tomar, disown him from there
movable and immovable property and
dissolve their relationship with him.
Hence, my clients are not responsible
for any of the act or transaction done

by Shri RohitTomar.
VIVEK SHARMA (Advocate)
Supreme Court, New Delhi-110001
Mob.: 9891599918

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the General Public
that the Original Shares Certificate
bearing number 342 dated
01.01.1983 of ONE

1) Share and Book No. A-13 No. 652
from 3031-3049 dated 06.05.1986
for Nineteen (19) Shares in the
name of Mrs. Raksha Sawhney
membership no 416, Flat No G-05
of the Arya Nagar CGHS Ltd
Society Ltd. 91, | P Extn., Delhi-
110092, have been lost by Mrs.
Raksha Sawhney. Claims and
objections if any, against issue of
fresh shares in favour of Mrs
Raksha Sawhney, may be filed
within 15 days to the Society at the
afore said address / contactno
011-43025059 or mail at
aryanagarcghs@gmail.com
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Before Debts Recovery Tribunal-lll, Delhi
4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building,
Parliament Street, New Delhi - 110001

Notice under section 19(4) of the Recovery of
Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions
Act, 1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts
Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993

In the matter of 0.A. No. 477/2019/DRT-Ill

Vs
AMIT BHATNAGAR & ORS.
To Defendants

D-1 Amit Bhatnagar S/o Sh. Ravi Shankar
Bhatnagar, FF2, Plot No. 245, Gyan
Khand-1, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad-201010
(Uttar Pradesh)
D-2 Ms Pooja Bhatnagar W/o Amit
Bhatnagar, FF2, Plot No. 245, Gyan
Khand-1, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad-201010
(Uttar Pradesh)
Whereas the above named applicant has
instituted a case against you and whereas it
has been shown to the satisfaction of the
Tribunal that it is not possible to serve youin
ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given
by advertisement directing you to make
appearance in this Tribunal 08-07-2022 at
10.30A.M.
Take notice that in case of your failure to
appear on the above mentioned day before
this Tribunal, the case will be heard and
decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic situation, all
the matters will be taken up through
Video Conferencing and for that
purpose:-
(i) All the Advocates/Litigants shall
download the Cisco Webex application /
software;
(ii) Meeting ID and Password for the next
date of hearing qua cases to be taken by
Registrar/Recovery Officer-I/and Recovery
Officer-Il shall be available one day prior to
the next date at DRT Official Portal i.e.
drt.gov.in under the Public Notice Head.
(iii) In any exigency qua that, the Advocates/
Litigants can contact the concerned official
atPh. No. 23748469
Given under my hand and seal of this
Tribunal on this the 24th day of May, 2022

By Order of the Tribunal

DRT-IIl, Delhi

COURT NOTICE

T TV COURT OF SiL BHARAT PARASHAR]
DISTRICT JUDGE (COMMERCIAL
COURT)-01 CENTRAL, ROOM NO. 308
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT

(Order 5. Rules 20 of the Code of

Civil Procedures)

SUIT NO-CS(COMM) NO.53/2021
CANARA BANK «....Plaintiff
vis
M/S PATAL ENTERPRISES

D,

hHieh/MUSY/2022-23/469

HATHTHT T Td ol o0l SUHTE
TER TEN WIS UEw RIS et wefeam, Taqw
TIF-0771-2262177, Web-sportsyw.cg.gov.in
Email-dir-sportsyw.cg@gov.in

TR fEAieR-27/05/2022

TuSeaR We qrlt, fefarendt saeiude, aur
T WUE IS SrAUAE ST et fferar

To,

M/S PATAL ENTERPRISES

92-A, SHAHZADA BAGH,

DAYA BASTI NEW DELHI-110035.
THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR
SH.RAVINDER PATEL S/O SH.
NARAYAN PATEL.

EMAIL ID- not available

PHONE NO. not available
WHEREAS you are intentionally
evading service of summon it is hereby
notified that if you shall not defend the
case on the 17.08.2022 the day fixed
for the final disposal, it will be heard
and determined ex-parte.

Given under my hand and the seal of
the court, this 29.03.2022.

Sd/-
District Judge
(Commercial Court)

IN THE COURT OF SH. SANJEEV KUMAR
AGGARWAL, LD. DISTRICT JUDGE
(COMMERCIAL COURT)-01 CENTRAL,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5. Rules 20 of the Code of
Civil Procedures)

SUIT NO- CS(COMM) -400/2021
M/S MODERN PAPER MART PVT. LTD.

....Plaintiff
(1.) Roxy Agencies (2.) Mr. Raj Ahuja
(Partner Roxy Agencies) (3.) Mr.
Rishi Ahuja (Partner Roxy Agencies)
TO,
(1.) Roxy Agencies (2.) Mr. Raj Ahuja
(Partner Roxy Agencies) (3.) Mr.
Rishi Ahuja (Partner Roxy Agencies)
All At:
957/2 Chotta Chippiwara, Chawri
Bazar, Delhi-110006. 118, Barshah
Bulla Chowk, 1" Floor, Chawri
Bazar, Delhi. F 108, Rashmi
Apartments, Harsh Vihar, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034.
WHEREAS you are intentionally
evading service of summon itis hereby
notified that if you shall not defend the
case on the 26/07/2022 day fixed for
the final disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex parte. Given under my
hand and the seal of the court, this
27.05.2022

District Judge

(Commercial Court)-01

SITUATION VACANT
J—

SARDAR PATE

U 0 ) i U

One each in Librarian, Lab Assistant, Office
Asstt, cum Accountant, Store Keeper, Technical
Asstt,, Lab Attendant, (Supporting Staff  Helper):

Peon, Chowkidzr, Safai Karamehari, Nal

(For B.Ed. Programme)

Pay Scale, Qualficaton asper Stte Govt/ WD University
INCTE Noms. Apoly with in 21 days from the dee of
Publiceion of this adt along vith complee Resume

Thd 2|

91671

JaoNed, W@ U4 g1 Hednl SO TR R
e We T, ARt SeeivHe o =y e
i gFaTHe %a 7] fiw 15/06/2022 % U
12.30 o1 Tk oA ffaer smHfa i s 71 fafae
feai® 15/06/2022 HT STRE 02.30 I WIS A |
U TE W wd oA % E-UieRde deMRe
http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ¥ TG fHd

HARYANA REAL ESTATE REGULATORY AUTHORITY, PANCHKULA
MINI SECRETARIAT, NEW OFFICE BLOCK, 2ND FLOOR,
SECTOR-1, PANCHKULA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Saket, New Delhi-110017.

disposed of ex-parte;
https://haryanarera.gov.in.

COMPLAINT NO. 694 OF 2021
SANGHAMITRA SARKAR (COMPLAINANTS)
VERSUS
HERITAGE COTTAGES PVT. LTD. (RESPONDENT)

Notice to the respondent namely, Heritage Cottages
Pvt. Ltd. having Registered Office at G-3 SFS Flats,

Whereas the above mentioned complainant has
instituted the above titled complaint against you. Notice
& copy of the complaints had been sent to you which
could not be successfully delivered. You are, hereby,
given a notice to appear before the Haryana Real
Estate Regulatory Authority, Panchkula, in person or by
a duly authorized person on 28.06.2022 at 11.00 A.M.
to answer the same, failing which the complaint will be
for details,

Administrative Officer (Petitions)
For HRERA, Panchkula

log on to

§ Testinonials o Colege & copy to DeanColeges 10072/HRY
Development Counc .0 Universty, Rohte, (President)
New Delhi .. .
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WHAT ARE UNICORN STARTUPS, WHOSE
GROWTHPMHAS HIGHLIGHTED?

SAURABHKAPOOR
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi on
Sunday praised India’s startup ecosystem
as he highlighted that the country has
reached alandmark figure of 100 unicorns
with a valuation of more than $300 billion.

WHAT IT MEANS: Unicorns are pri-
vately held, venture-capital backed start-
ups that have reached a value of $1 billion.
The valuation of unicorns is not expressly
linked to their current financial perform-
ance, but largely based on their growth po-
tential as perceived by investors and ven-
ture capitalists who have taken part in
various funding rounds.

American venture capitalist Aileen Lee
is credited with coining the term in 2013.
It was used to emphasise the rarity of the
emergence of such startups. In an article
written for Techcrunch, 'Welcome To The
Unicorn Club: Learning from Billion-Dollar
Startups', Lee looked at US-based tech com-
panies started since January 2003, to un-
derstand — “How likely is it for a startup to
achieve a billion-dollar valuation?” She
wrote: “We found 39 companies belong to
what we call the ‘Unicorn Club’ (by our def-
inition, US-based software companies
started since 2003 and valued at over $1
billion by public or private market in-
vestors). That’s about .07 percent of ven-
ture-backed consumer and enterprise soft-
ware startups.”

NO LONGER RARE: From the time the
term was first used, it has become more

common for startups to bag the unicorn
tag, but the $1 billion valuation still gets in-
dustry attention, and is considered an im-
pressive achievement. According to
PitchBook, a financial data and software
company, a convergence of private and
market funding is allowing more unicorns
to emerge, faster.

UNICORNS IN INDIA: During his re-
cent‘Mann KiBaat' radio address, PM Modi
said arecord 44 unicorns were established
inIndialast year during the pandemic. “Not
only that, 14 more unicorns were formed
anew in three-four months this year. This
means thatevenin this phase of the global
pandemic, our startups have been creating
wealth and value,” he said.

According to Invest India, the govern-
ment’s National Investment Promotion and
Facilitation Agency, “The year 2021, 2020,
and 2019 saw the birth of the maximum
number of Indian unicorns with 44, 11,and
7 unicorns coming each year, respectively.”
It adds that between 2015 and 2021, the
country’s startup ecosystem has seen a
nine-time increase in the number of in-
vestors, and a seven-time increase in the
total funding of startups.

“We are gradually transitioning from
the age of unicorns to the age of deca-
corns. A decacorn is a company that has
attained a valuation of more than USD10
billion. As of May 2022, 47 companies
world over have achieved the decacorn
status. India has four startups namely,
Flipkart, BYJU’s, Nykaa and Swiggy, added
in the decacorn cohort,” Invest India says
onits website.

Why Neptune and Uranus
appear in different colours

NEPTUNE AND Uranus have much in com-
mon — they have similar masses, sizes, and
atmospheric compositions — yet their ap-
pearances are in different shades of blue. At
visible wavelengths, Neptune is a rich, deep
azure hue, while Uranus is a distinctly pale
shade of cyan. Astronomers now have anex-
planation for why the two planets are differ-
ent colours.

One reason why this difference had not
been explained so farwas the absence of sim-
ilar data for comparison. Previous studies of
the spectrum of each planet concentrated on
individual wavelength regions. In the new
comparison, researchers have developed a
single atmospheric model that matches ob-
servations of both planets from the
NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope, as well
asthe Gemini North telescope and the NASA
Infrared Telescope Facility. The model shows
that the haze around Uranus is
thicker than that around
Neptune, the researchers have
reported in the Journal of
Geophysical Research: Planets.

Uranus's stagnant, sluggish
atmosphere and makes it ap-
pear a lighter tone than
Neptune. If there was no haze
inthe atmospheres of Neptune
and Uranus, both would appear
almost equally blue as a result
of blue light being scattered in
their atmospheres, a release on the ESA
Hubble website explained.

The modelleading to this conclusion de-
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NEW RESEARCH

Hubble images of Uranus (left,
October 25,2021) and Neptune
(September 7,2021). NASA, ESA, A Simon,
M H Wong, OPAL team

scribes three aerosol layers in the atmos-
pheres of Neptune and Uranus. The key layer
that affects the colours is the middle layer,
whichisalayerof haze particles thatis thicker
on Uranus than on Neptune. The team sug-
gests that, on both planets,
methaneice condensesontothe
particles in this layer, pulling the
particles deeper into the atmos-
phere. Because Neptune has a
more active, turbulent atmos-
phere than Uranus does, the
team believes Neptune’s atmos-
phere is more efficient at churn-
ingup methane particles into the
haze layer. This removes more of
the haze and keeps Neptune’s
haze layer thinner than it is on
Uranus, with the result that the blue colour of
Neptune looks stronger.
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

The case for six airbags

Manufacturers say the govt plan will make cars more expensive, and will require the re-engineering of
vehicles. But experts say the cost argument may not be accurate — and in any case, lives are priceless.

ANILSASI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

MARUTISUZUK], India’s top carmaker, wants
the government to review a proposal to make
six airbags mandatory in passenger vehicles,
citing its impact on the price-sensitive entry-
level car segment, which has been facing a
slide in sales over the last four years, and
where the Japanese car major has a significant
market presence.

The reiteration of this demand by Maruti
Suzuki Chairman R CBhargava comes days af-
ter the country’s second largest carmaker
Hyundai Motor decided to pull the plugoniits
new Santro in the wake of declining sales and
the new safety norms that are likely to come
into effect later this year. The changes required
toreconfigure the hatchback with six airbags
was seen as an unviable proposition.

Whatare the new safety norms?

On January 14 this year, Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari
tweeted: “In order to enhance the safety of
the occupants in motor vehicles carrying upto
8 passengers, | have now approved a Draft
GSR Notification to make a minimum of 6
Airbags compulsory.”

No timelines were mentioned then, but
Gadkari had in August last year urged all au-
tomakers in India to offer at least six airbags
as standard equipment on all variants of all
models. Dual airbags (driver and passenger)
became mandatory on all vehicles this
January. Adriver airbag has been compulsory
for all passenger vehicles since July 1,2019.

What type of vehicles are covered by the
proposed mandate on six airbags?

Additional airbags are proposed in the ‘M1’
category of vehicles, with the aim of minimis-
ing the impact of “frontal and lateral collisions”
to the occupants of both the front and rear
compartments. As per the proposal, two side
or side torso airbags, and two side curtain or
tube airbags covering all outboard passengers,
will be made mandatory.

And whatisan ‘M1’ vehicle?

Under the government’s homologation
rules, vehicles are bucketed into broad cate-
gories. ‘Category M’ covers motor vehicles
with at least four wheels, used for carrying
passengers. Sub-category ‘M1’ defines “amo-
torvehicle used for the carriage of passengers,
comprising not more than eight seats in ad-
dition to the driver's seat”.

This category effectively subsumes the
bulk of the passenger vehicles on India’s roads
— from entry-level hatchbacks such as the
Suzuki Alto or Hyundai Santro to multi-util-
ity vehicles such as the Toyota Innova or Kia
Carnival. These vehicles are employed mostly
for private use, alongside some commercial
use by fleet operators.

r
PROTECT

Curtain airbags

Impactis
concentrated
inasmall
area (inred)

WITHOUT AIRBAG

In case of a collision, the body can
slam into the hard metal, glass, or
plastic of the vehicle directly. The
force of the impact is usually
concentrated over a small area of the
body, and can cause serious injuries.

Frontside airbags

~

Front
passenger
airbag

Driver airbag

Source: Skoda Auto

Impactis
spread out
overalarger
area(in
orange)

WITH AIRBAG

An airbag softens the impact of a
collision by keeping an occupant
from coming into contact with the
steering wheel, dashboard, front
glass etc., and by distributing the
impact over a larger area of the body.

What exactly is homologation?
Homologation is the process of certifying
that a particular vehicle is roadworthy, and
matches certain specified criteria laid down
by the government for all vehicles that are
built or imported into the country. Tests are
done to ensure the vehicle matches the re-
quirements of the Indian market in terms of
emissions, and safety and roadworthiness, as
laid down by the Central Motor Vehicle Rules.

Butwhy do vehicles need more airbags?

Airbags soften the impact of collisions by
keeping occupants from coming into contact
with the steering wheel, dashboard, front
glass, and other parts of the automobile.

Airbags are literally a question of life and
death: the US government agency National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) estimated that from 1987 to 2017,
just frontal airbags saved 50,457 lives in that
country.

India’s record on road security is among
the poorest in the world, and Indian cars are fa-
mously behind the curve whenit comes to of-
fering safety features. This is especially glar-
ing when comparisons are made with models
offered by manufacturers in other global mar-
kets, including those made by carmakers op-
erating in India.

Companies that sell the same car modelin
global markets choose to cut down on some
key security features when they launch in
India’s price-sensitive market.

THIS WORD MEANS:

What could be the challenges in
implementing the proposed mandate?

Pricing will be a key challenge: more
airbags as standard equipment will inevitably
drive up the cost of vehicles, including those
on the budget end of the market.

Afrontal airbagin an entry-level car typ-
ically costs between Rs 5,000 and Rs 10,000,
and side and curtain airbags could cost more
than double that. Most carmakers in India
that offer six airbags only do so in top-end
models, and in variants that cost upward of
Rs 10 lakh.

Manufacturers have also flagged that a
number of entry-level models are specifically
designed for markets such as India, and that
installing additional airbags will involve con-
siderable re-engineering, including making
modifications to the body shell and the inside
compartment. This was seen as adeterrentin
the Santro's case.

Then there is the timing. India’s auto in-
dustry is currently transitioning to stricter BS6
emission norms, and implementing the new
Corporate Average Fuel Economy or CAFE
norms, both of which have cost implications.

So what is the car manufacturers’
argument here?

Manufacturers argue that consumers get
what they pay for, and very few buyersin the
budget category want to shell out more for
asafer car.

When Maruti Suzuki drew up the prefer-

LiQuib NANO UREA

ences of Indian car buyers — tabulated over
time from enquiries made at the point of pur-
chase — it found safety features such as ABS
(anti-lock brake system)and airbags came in
at eighth position, far behind bells and whis-
tles such as air conditioning, power windows,
and central locking.

Executives at the company say that
driver-seat airbags were offered in the top
variant of the Wagon-R, but the model had to
be withdrawn due to the lack of interest
among consumers.

And what is the counter-argument?

Safety experts say that safety features such
as twin airbags, ABS and rear wipers would
only add up toRs 25,000 to the cost of the car.
Itis only because they are not mandatory that
manufacturers provide these features only in
top-end versions of cars, and bundle them
with other features, thereby making the ve-
hicle costlier by about Rs 1.20 lakh or more.

In effect, this deprives Indian car buyers
of variants that have these essential safety
features.

What are the rules on airbags elsewhere
in the world?

In the United States, front airbags are re-
quired by law in all cars. But most carmakers
offer between six and 10 airbags, depending
on the model, primarily to score higher in
crash test results from agencies like the NHTSA
and the private nonprofit Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety (IIHS). No vehicle without
head-protecting side airbags has ever earned
atoprating in the I[IHS’s side crash test.

The US government amended its Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 208 (FMVSS
208) back in 1984 to require cars produced
after April 1,1989 to be equipped with a pas-
sive restraint for the driver, with an airbag or
a seat belt meeting the requirements of the
standard.

Airbag introduction was stimulated by
the NHTSA, and was subsequently made
mandatory for passenger vehicles and light
trucks in 1997.

In 1998, FMVSS 208 was amended to re-
quire dual front airbags and, subsequently,
second-generation airbags were mandated.

Some countries outside North America
adhere to internationalised European ECE
vehicle and equipment regulations instead
of US standards. ECE airbags are generally
smaller and inflate less forcefully than the
airbags that are offered in the US, because
the ECE specifications are based on belted
crash test dummies.

Almost every new car sold in Europe is
equipped with front and side airbags. In the
EU and in the United Kingdom, there is no
direct legal requirement for new cars to fea-
ture airbags. But again, most variants are
equipped with atleast4-6 airbags, primarily
to comply with crash test norms, and to score
higher on the safety count.

How this fertiliser differs from conventional urea

AVINASHNAIR
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 1

LAST WEEK, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the country’s first liquid nano urea
plantin Kalol, Gujarat. This patented productis
expected to substitute imported ureaand pro-
duce better results in farms.

COST EFFECTIVE: The liquid nano urea
produced by Indian Farmers Fertiliser
Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO) comes in a half-litre
bottle priced at Rs 240, without any subsidy at
present. In contrast, a farmer pays around Rs
300 for a 50-kg bag of heavily subsidised urea.
The government’s fertliser subsidy payout this
financial year will be Rs 2 lakh crore.

According to IFFCO, a bottle of nano urea
can effectively replace at least one bag of con-
ventional urea. “The international market price
of a bag of urea is between Rs 3,500 and Rs
4,000,and significant quantities are imported,”
said Alok Jaiswal, senior manager (process),
and operations head of IFFCO’s liquid nano
urea plant. The product has been developed at
[FFCO’s Nano Biotechnology Research Centre
(NBRC)in Kalol, Gujarat.

HOW IT WORKS: Urea artificially pro-
vides nitrogen to plants. Liquid nano urea,
which contains 4% nitrogen by volume, comes
in the form of a nanoparticle.

The efficiency of liquid nano urea can be
85-90%, compared to 25% for conventional
urea. Conventional urea is often applied incor-

rectly,and the nitrogen initis vaporised or lost
as gas. A lot of nitrogen is also washed away
during irrigation. Liquid nano urea is sprayed
directly on the leaves and gets absorbed by the
plant. IFFCO advises that 2-4 ml of nano urea
should be mixed alitre of water and sprayed on
crop leaves at active growth stages.

Liquid nano urea has a shelf life of a year,
and farmers need not worry about “caking”
whenitcomes in contact with moisture. [FFCO
says the product has been tested on more than
90 crops across 11,000 locations in collabora-
tion with Krishi Vigyan Kendras of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR-KVKS),
research institutes, state agriculture universi-
ties, and progressive farmers.

Apart from reducing the country’s subsidy

bill, itis aimed at reducing the unbalanced and
indiscriminate use of conventional urea, in-
crease crop productivity, and reduce soil, wa-
ter,and air pollution.

FUTURE OF PRODUCTION: IFFCO com-
missioned the Kalol liquid nano urea plant, the
country’s first, in August 2021. Over 3.6 crore
bottles of this urea have been produced, of
which 2.5 crore have been sold.

IFFCO is setting up additional facilities for
production of nano fertilisers in Aonla,
Phulpur, Bengaluru, Paradeep, Kandla,
Deoghar and Guwahati, besides expanding
the Kalol plant, for the production of nano
urea, nano DAP and nano micronutrients.
These units will have a production capacity of
2 lakh bottles per day.

How a heart attack happens, whoiis vulnerable, and how to reduce risk

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 1

IMMEDIATELY BEFORE his death in Kolkata
onTuesday evening, singer KK, 53, had per-
formed on stage, and seemed in good health,
although he did complain of uneasiness. He
appears to have suffered a heart attack —
whatis known in medical terms as myocar-
dial infarction (MI) — that triggered cardiac
arrest (when the heart stops pumping blood
and normal breathing stops).

What happens during an MI?

MI, commonly known as a heart attack,
is caused by a reduction or stoppage of blood
flow to a portion of the heart muscles (my-
ocardium) in the middle layer of the heart
wall. These muscles are responsible for
keeping the heart pumping blood.

When the coronary artery is obstructed,
the supply of oxygen-rich blood to the heart

muscles is cut off. Prolonged deprivation of
oxygen-rich blood canresultin cell death or
damage to the heart muscles.

“When we are born, our arteries are
smooth and elastic, resulting in very good
blood flow. Over time, cholesterol is de-
posited on the inside of arteries... The major
triggers are age, chronic health conditions,
and comorbidities like diabetes, cholesterol,
high blood pressure, tobacco use, stress, a
sedentary lifestyle, and genetics,” said inter-
ventional cardiologist Dr Sameer Dani, CEO
of Ahmedabad’s Apollo CVHF Heart
Institute.

“Due to continuous cholesterol deposi-
tion on the arterial walls, a crack appears in
the inner lining of the heart muscle, causing
the blood to clot. The moment this obstructs
the artery, a heart attack occurs. So, although
the causative process is gradual, the heart
attackitself happens suddenly,” he said.

A heart attack manifests itself through
some discomfort, such as chest pain, which

PREVENTIVE CHECKLIST

Singer KK's death appears to have
followed a heart attack.. P11

5 THINGS TO FOLLOW

B Ensure regular exercise, eat fruits
and vegetables

M Get a full cardiac check-up done
annually

M Periodically monitor your blood
sugar, cholesterol, blood pressure etc,
and keep them in check

M Eliminate stress

M Go for cardiac imaging if you are in
high-risk group

canspread to the neck, jaw, shoulder, or arm.

To what extent does family history
make one vulnerable to a heart attack?
Dr Dani said the risk of a heart attack in

an individual with a family history can be
brought down significantly if the individual
mitigates other risk factors such as control-
ling diabetes, cholesterol levels, giving up to-
bacco and maintaining an active lifestyle

with abalanced diet. Yet, such an individual
will always face a higher risk of a heart at-
tack than an individual with no risk factor
and no family history.

Dr Dani recommends that individuals
with a family history of heart attacks must
start early with periodic health check-ups,
say from the age of 20-25, and with taking
care of other risk factors.

Are all heart attacks MI?

All heart attacks are basically MI, Dr Dani
said, but there are some subsets. One is sud-
den cardiac death or sudden cardiac arrest.

“Sudden cardiac arrest happens 80-90%
of the time due to a heart attack, but in
about 15-20% of the cases, it happens with-
outa heart attack or stoppage of heart func-
tion. This explains the death of some ath-
letes. This happens because the heart
suddenly becomes irregular in pumping
blood — either because the heart muscles
have become thick and need more blood

New Delhi

supply, or because there is electrical insta-
bility in some parts of the heart muscles,”
Dr Dani said.

Why do some people survive heart
attacks and some don't?

A person can suffer a “silent” heart at-
tack, which goes undetected at the time it
happens as there is no manifestation of
usual symptoms and is only detected in the
form of unusual heart activity reported in
an ECGs. “This happens when the arteries
are narrowing very slowly and more com-
monly seen in diabetics, but it can happen
toanybody,” Dr Dani said.

That chances of survival after a heart at-
tack depend on a couple of factors. “One, if
there is very large heart muscle damage,
which is dependent on which artery is
blocked, the chances of death are high.
Second is, if you have an active lifestyle, you
are more likely to survive a heart attack,” Dr
Dani said.
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JAMAICA LEGISLATOR TO PARLIAMENT
‘NAME BOB MARLEY A NATIONAL HERO’

Jamaican legislator is asking the country’s Parliament to name reggae legend Bob
Marley a national hero. The proposal by lawmaker Lisa Hanna would make the
iconic singer a national hero, a title already held by seven Jamaicans, including Black
nationalist leader Marcus Garvey and nation’s first PM Alexander Bustamante.
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Tesla CEO Elon Musk

USA
Muskmemo
toTeslastaff:
Returntooffice

orleave company

TESLAINC Chief Executive
Elon Musk has asked em-
ployees to return to office
or leave the company, ac-
cording toa memo sent to
staff that has been circu-
lating on social media.
“Anyone who wishes to
do remote work must be
in the office for a mini-
mum (and [ mean mini-
mum) of 40 hours per
week ordepartTesla,” the
memo said. Reuters could
not verify the authenticity
of the memo. Tesla did not
respond to a request for
comment. Musk could not
be reached for comment.
In response to the memo
that was tweeted from an
unverified account, the bil-
lionaire, said, “They should
pretend to work some-
whereelse.” REUTERS

PALESTINE

Israeli troops kill
womanin
West Bank

Hebron: A knife-wielding
Palestinian woman threat-
ened an Israeli soldier in
the occupied West Bank
and was shot dead on
Wednesday, the Army
said, an account that was
disputed by Palestinian of-
ficials. In a statement, the
Israeli Army said “an as-
sailantarmed with a knife
advanced toward an IDF
(Israel Defence Force) sol-
dier who was conducting
routine security activity"
near Al Aroubvillage.“The
soldiers responded with
live fire,” it said. A hospital
in the nearby Palestinian
city of Hebron confirmed
woman'sdeath. REUTERS

AUSTRALIA
PM appoints
record 13 women

cabinet ministers

Canberra: Australia’s new
government sworn in
Wednesday includes a
record 13 women, includ-
ing the first woman
Muslimtoserveintherole
and the second Indigenous
person named Indigenous
Affairs minister. The cere-
mony conducted by
Governor-General David
Hurley in Canberra, came
11 days after new PM
Anthony Albanese led the
center-left Labour Party to
anelectionvictory. “Proud
to lead an inclusive gov-
ernment that is as diverse
as Australia itself,”
Albanese tweetted.
“Welcome toall these new
Labour members.” AP

GERMANY PROMISES MISSILE DEFENCE SYSTEM RADAR EQUIPMENT

USto send preclsmn rockets to Ukraine

Moscow says
Washington
pouring fuel
on the fire

AGENCIES
KYIV,JUNE1

RUSSIAN FORCES on Wednesday
pressed closer to the centre of an
industrial city in a drive to grab
a swathe of eastern Ukraine,
while the United States said it
would supply advanced rockets
to Kyiv to help force Moscow to
negotiate an end to the war.
President Joe Biden an-
nounced the supply of precision
rocket systems and munitions
that could strike at long-range
Russian targets, part of a $700
million weapons package ex-
pected to be unveiled on
Wednesday. Germany also an-
nounced that it will supply
Ukraine with modern anti-air-
craft missiles and radar systems.
“We have moved quickly to
send Ukraine a significant
amount of weaponry and ammu-
nition soit can fight on the battle-

Abuilding damaged by an overnight missile strike in Sloviansk, Ukraine, on Wednesday . AP

field and be in the strongest pos-
sible position at the negotiating
table,” Biden wrote in an opinion
piece in the New York Times.

A senior Biden administra-
tion official said the new sup-
plies, which comes on top of bil-
lions of dollars worth of
equipment such as drones and
anti-aircraft missiles, included
the M142 High Mobility Artillery

Cosby faces sexual
abuse charges again
as civil trial opens

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SANTAMONICA, JUNE T

BILL COSBY will again be facing
sex abuse allegations Wednesday
as attorneys give opening state-
ments in a civil trial that’s one of
the last remaining legal claims
against the comedian.

Lawyers for 64-year-old Judy
Huth will outline the evidence
they plan to present that Cosby
forced her to performasex actat
the Playboy Mansion in 1975
when she was 16 years old. The
case will hinge on the testimony
of Huth, bolstered by photos and
other archival exhibits to place
the incident in time.

Cosby’s attorneys, who say
no sexual abuse happened, are
likely to emphasise that the bur-
den of proving the nearly 50-
year-old case lies entirely with
the plaintiffs. They have ac-
knowledged that Cosby took
Huth to the Playboy Mansion, as
aphoto from the visit shows, but
say they believe she was not a
minor when it happened.

The trial is one of the last
cases Cosby, 85, faces after a

Bill Cosby. AP

Pennsylvania appeals court
threw out his criminal sexual as-
sault conviction and freed him
from prison 11 months ago.
Several other lawsuits alleging
sexual misconduct were settled
by his insurer against his will.
Cosby will not testify after
the judge ruled that he could as-
sert his Fifth Amendment privi-
lege against self-incrimination.
And he has no plans to leave his
Pennsylvania home to attend the
trial, which is taking place at a
small courthouse in Santa
Monica. Cosby’s representatives
say glaucoma has left him blind
and made travel too difficult.

Earthquake in China’s
Sichuan Kkills 4, injures 14

KJMVARMA
BEIJING,CHENGDU, JUNE 1

FOUR PEOPLE were killed and 14
others injured after a powerful
earthquake of 6.1-magnitude
jolted the city of Ya'an in south-
west China's Sichuan province
on Wednesday afternoon, ac-
cording to the city's earthquake
relief headquarters.

The quake rattled Lushan
Countyof'Ya'aninSichuanat5:00
pm local time, according to the
China Earthquake Networks

Centre (CENC). The epicentre, with
adepthof 17 km, was monitored at
30.4 degrees north latitude and
102.9 degrees east longitude, the
CENCsaid. Sichuan province suf-
fered China's deadliest 7.9-magni-
tude earthquake in 2008 in which
90,000 people were killed
Wednesday’s earthquake
was followed by another 4.5-
magnitude jolt in Baoxing
County, also under the city of
Ya'an. Four people were killed
and 14 others injured in the
quake, the state-run People's
Daily reported. PTI

Rocket System (HIMARS), which
Kyiv has said is “crucial” to
counter Russian missile attacks
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz told lawmakers that the
surface-to-air IRIS-T SLM mis-
siles it will send are the most
modern air defence system the
country has. They can operate at
longer ranges than the Cold War-
era anti-aircraft vehicles it has

previously provided.

The Kremlin spokesman,
meanwhile, told reporters
Wednesday that the USis “pour-
ing fuel on the fire.” “We believe
that the US is purposefully and
diligently adding fuel to the fire,"
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters, adding
that such supplies would noten-
courage Ukraine’s leadership to

Whatis
® HIMARS

EXPLAINED

UKRAINE WILL receive
High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System, or HI-
MARS, which is mounted
onatruck and can carry a
container with six rock-
ets. The system can
launch a medium-range
rocket, which is the cur-
rent plan, but is also ca-
pable of firing a longer-
range missile, the Army
Tactical Missile System,
which has a range of
about 300 km and is not
partof the plan.

resume stalled peace talks.
Russia Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov, speaking in Saudi
Arabia, said the supply of the
rocket launchers raised the risks
of a “third country” being
dragged into the conflic.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
clarified that Ukraine has prom-
ised it will not use the rocket sys-
tems to hit targets inside Russia.

People stand in line to buy domestic gas tanks in Colombo on Wednesday. Reuters

Kremlin: Talks
with Zelenskyy
possible, but
negotiations stalled

REUTERS
JUNET

RUSSIA SAID on Wednesday that
it did not rule out a meeting be-
tween President Vladimir Putin
and his Ukrainian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, but that
any such talks needed to be pre-
pared in advance.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters
in a call that work on a peace
document with Ukraine had
stopped a long time ago and
had not restarted.

Peskov said that people in
the Russian-occupied Ukrainian
regions of Kherson,
Zaporizhzhia and Donbas must
decide their own futures and
the Kremlin did not doubt they
would make the “best decision”.
Ukraine has previously said that
annexation of the regions by
Russia would end peace talks
between the two sides.

Agri minister
seeks India’s
help to fight
food shortage

Colombo: SriLankan agricultural
minister Mahinda Amaraweera
on Wednesday met Indian High
Commissioner Gopal Baglay and
sought India’s help for food se-
curity and environmental pro-
tection in the island nation, as it
faces the worst economic crisis
inits post-independence history.
Last month, India assured Sri
Lanka to supply 65,000 metric
tonnes of urea to avoid any dis-
ruption to the current Yala culti-
vation season in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lankan Agriculture
Minister Amaraweera met
Indian High Commissioner
Baglay and they had discussed
the importance of bilateral co-
operation for food security and
environmental protection, a
statement from the High
Commission said. PTI

Lanka seeking $3 bn under IMF
Extended Fund Facility: Report

REUTERS
COLOMBO,LONDON, JUNE

SRI LANKA is in talks with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) to borrow at least $3 bil-
lion via the lender’s extended
fund facility (EFF), sources famil-
iar with the matter told Reuters.

Theisland state’s government
expects another round of techni-
cal talks with the IMF in early
June and hopes toreach to a staff-
level agreement by month-end,
two of the sources said.

A spokesperson for the IMF
didn’t immediately reply to a re-
quest forcomment. Spokespeople
for Sri Lanka’s finance ministry
and central bank didn't respond
to arequest for comment.

An EFF programme, which
would be the 17th IMF plan for
the nation, requires countries to
make structural economic re-

BESIDES INDIA, PORT AN INTEREST FOR SEVERAL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING JAPAN AND U.S.

Lanka plans to develop Trincomalee port as industrial hub,

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAILJUNE1

SRILANKA'’S announcement that
it plans to develop Trincomalee
as an “industrial harbour” and
will soon float tenders for this
could see the economically be-
leaguered nation put upacouple
of thousand hectares of land on
lease to set up industries ina spe-
cial economic zone and the asso-
ciated development of the strate-
gically located port, stirring up
geopolitical interest in that part
of the Indian Ocean.

“We are actually planning to
go for an Expression of Interest
(Eol)todevelop Trincomalee Port

asan industrial port. That means
we will be asking not only from
one party, but whoever the indus-
trialists are who want to come
and utilise the port premises. We
have large land, some 2,400
hectares, that surrounds the port
of Trincomalee,” Prasantha
Jayamanna, chairman of Sri Lanka
Ports Authority said on Tuesday.

Jayamanna was speaking to
representatives of shipping com-
paniesand port workers' unionsto
allay concerns about the slowing
down ofloadingand offloading op-
erations at Colombo Port —amajor
regional transhipment hub — due
toaforeign exchange shortage that
hasresulted in fuel scarcity and af-
fected supply chains.

The proposal to develop an

industrial harbour in
Trincomalee is a long-standing
plan to monetise land that be-
longs to the Sri Lanka Port
Authority, by getting foreign and
local investment for a special
economic zone, an industrial
park, or an energy hub.

This would also entail the de-
velopment of the port for non-
containerised cargo traffic, such
as cement, coal or other indus-
trial raw material.

“We are planning to call for
Eols soon. We had planned todo
thisin April, but delayed it till the
situation [improved], because
we expectalot of local industries
to also come and invest in the
port,” Jayamanna said.

Jayamanna had made simi-

The waters off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. NYT file

lar remarks in January this year.
It is unclear when SLPA will act
on its intentions. India, which
has already made a substantial

investment in Trincomalee, is
likely to be interested in the pro-
posal both as acommercial proj-
ectand as a strategic investment,

Colombo: Aformer SriLankan
minister and a key ally of for-
mer prime minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, Johnston
Fernando, was on Wednesday
named a suspectin the attack
on anti-government protest-
ers last month. President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa ap-
pointed a Commission of
Inquiry to probe the violence
in the country.

MAHINDA ALLY NAMED SUSPECT IN MAY 9 VIOLENCE

Meanwhile, the country’s top
human rights body has de-
cided to delay summoning
former PM and ask him to ap-
pear before it after obtaining
statements from police and
prison personnel in connec-
tion with the deadly attack on
peaceful anti-government
protesters last month, accord-
ing to a media report on

Wednesday. PTI

forms “to correct deep-rooted
weaknesses,” according to the
IMF's website. These pro-
grammes normally last three
years with a grace period of 4-
1/2 years to start paying back the
loan, once the plan is approved.

A $3 billion deal would rep-
resent almost four times the

asource in Sri Lanka said.

Earlier this year, Lanka Indian
Oil Company, a subsidiary of
Indian Oil Company, and Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation signed
anagreement to develop a mas-
sive oil storage tank farm built
during British rule at
Trincomalee. The oil storage fa-
cility is located at the harbour
and has its own jetty. The two
entities have formed a special
purpose joint venture called
Trinco Petroleum Terminals Ltd
for the development of 85 tanks
— allin decrepit condition.

Trincomalee already has sev-
eral dedicated port terminals —
apart from the Lanka IOC facility,
it has the Tokyo Cement facility,
and grain facility for a flour fac-

New Delhi

country’s quota with the IMF.
The IMF said last week it was in
talks with Sri Lanka for a “com-
prehensive” reform package, but
didn't specify what type of pro-
gramme was being negotiated.

PM Ranil Wickremesinghe
plans to present an interim
budget within weeks.

Johnson forced
to explain
actions in fresh
partygate row

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JUNE1

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnson has been forced to ex-
plain, by his
independent
ethics ad-
viser,why he
believed that
the partygate
fine slapped
on him by
the police
did not
breach the
country’s
Ministerial Code.

Lord Christopher Geidt,
who reports directly to the
Prime Minister in an advisory
capacity, said in an annual re-
port on ministerial interests re-
leased on Tuesday that a “legit-
imate question” has arisen as
to the fixed penalty notice is-
sued by the Metropolitan
Police over a Covid lockdown-
breaching birthday party at
Downing Street in June 2020.

The report notes that
Johnson must set out his “case
in public”. “I did not consider
that the circumstances in
which I received a fixed-
penalty notice were contrary
to the regulations,” Johnson
said in a letter of explanation
to Geidt, which has been
made public.

“Thave accepted the outcome
and paid itin compliance withle-
galrequirements. Paying a fixed-
penalty notice is not a criminal
conviction," he said. PTI

FBI chief says
blocked planned
cyberattack on
kids’ hospital

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, JUNE1

=

Boris Johnson

THE FBI thwarted a planned cy-
berattack ona children’s hospital
in Boston that was to have been
carried out by hackers spon-
sored by the Iranian govern-
ment, FBI Director Christopher
Wray said Wednesday.

Wray told a Boston College
cybersecurity conference that
his agents learned of the planned
digital attack from an unspeci-
fied intelligence partner and got
Boston Children’s Hospital the
information it needed last sum-
mer to block what would have
been “one of the most despica-
ble cyberattacks I've seen.”

“And quick actions by every-
one involved protected both the
network and the sick kids who
depended on it,” Wray said.

The FBI chief recounted that
anecdote in a broader speech
about ongoing cyber threats from
Russia, China and Iran and the
need for partnerships between
the US and the private sector.

He said the bureau and
Boston Children’s Hospital had
worked closely together after a
hacktivist attacked the hospital’s
computer network in 2014.
Martin Gottesfeld launched a cy-
berattack at the hospital to
protest the care of a teenager at
the center of a high-profile cus-
tody battle and later was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison. The
attack against the hospital and a
treatment home cost the facili-
ties thousands of dollars and dis-
rupted operations for days.

stirs global interest

tory, and a tea terminal. There is
also ajetty for bulk cargo such as
coal, gypsum and cement.

Besides India, the develop-
ment of Trincomalee port has
been of interest to several coun-
tries, including Japan and the US.
It offered not just one of Asia's
finest natural harbours, but was
also seen as a way to balance
China's influence in the country,
and dominate the martime trade
routes in the region through its
involvement in Colombo port for
container traffic and
Hambantota port for cargo.
Japan commissioned 2020 ADB
study on the development of
Trincomalee port.

There have been questions if
Sri Lanka needed more than one

port, especially, as Hambantota,
which was developed with
Chinese financial assistance as a
cargo port has not taken off and
its operations have remained be-
low projections.

However, the ADB study con-
cluded that Trincomalee har-
bour, located on SriLanka's east-
ern seaboard, with its key
benefits of “natural deep water,
shelter, unique tourist places and
ample land for industrial and lo-
gistics in the proximity of the
port” was ideally placed to serv-
ice the projected growth of mar-
itime cargo trade in the region,
especially with regard to devel-
opment of ports in Bangladesh
and Myanmar and on India's
eastern sea board.
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PRANAV MUKUL
& MIHIRMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

IN AN attempt to bring in ef-
ficiency inits functioning, Tata
Group-owned Air India has
announced avoluntary retire-
ment scheme (VRS) for per-
manentemployees, who have
completed 55 years of age or
20 years of continuous serv-
ice with the airline. This move
will help the airline let go
about 3,000 employees.

Additionally, for some
cabin crew, clerical and un-
skilled staffers, the VRS eligi-
bility age has been relaxed
from 55 years to40 years. “An
ex-gratia amount will also be
provided to the aforemen-
tioned employees, who apply
for Voluntary Retirement
from 1stJune 2022 to 31st July
2022 as a one-time benefit,”
according to an order signed
by Air India chief human re-
sources officer Suresh Dutt
Tripathi dated June 1.
However, there is no such pro-
vision for pilots,and as airlines
expand, there is growing need
for pilots. On Monday, Air India
said it hasinvited applications
from its employees up to age
of 40 having current Airbus
A320 endorsement for the
postof senior trainee co-pilots.

“Further to above, employ-
ees who apply for Voluntary
Retirement between 1st June
and 30th June 2022, will also
receive anadditional incentive
over and above the Ex-Gratia
amount,” the order said.

The order added that the
VRS has been offered to per-
manentemployees of Air India
as per the “existing applicable
service regulations/standing
orders of Air India”. As per the
disinvestment conditions, the
Tata Group cannot layoff Air
Indiaemployees fora period of
oneyear fromthe date of trans-

Streamlining ops:
Al offers VRS,
3K staff eligible

E‘El.-l'l e

An Air India aircraft at
Chandigarh airport. File

action close, and can offer VRS
inthe second year. Air India has
12,085 employees — 8,084
permanentand4,001 contrac-
tual. In addition, its low-cost
arm, Air India Express has
1,434. As of October, govern-
ment had said about 5,000
permanent employees were
expected toretire over 5 years.

The airline, under govern-
ment control, had been trying
to offer VRS since over a
decade, but with marginal-to-
no success. In 2011, when its
annual wage bill was roughly
Rs 3,600 crore, a Group of
Ministersled by the late Pranab
Mukherjee had asked to offer
anattractive VRS, whichwould
be in part funded by the gov-
ernment. Though the plan
never saw the light of day, it
had aimed at taking off atleast
4,000 staff off company rolls,
with costof up toRs400 crore.

In 2009, when the airline
tried to cutiits staff wage bill, it
had to face a week-long strike
from its pilots, ground staff
and other workers. The 2011
plan was finally approved in
July 2012, as part of which all
permanent staff who had till
thenserved for 15years or had
attained 40 years of age were
to be given the VRS option.
However, it was shelved by the
government in January 2014,
citing high attrition rate and its
disinclination to provide com-
mitted funds to Air India.

Three years later, in 2017,
reports of Air India drawing up
another VRS being planned to
offer voluntary buyouts to just
over a third of its 40,000 em-
ployees resurfaced.

MAY COLLECTION TOPS ¥1.4 LAKH CRFOR THIRD STRAIGHT MONTH

Economic activity, higher
mop-up 44%

prices lift GST

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

GROSS GOODS and Services Tax
(GST)collections rose 44 per cent
year-on-year toRs 1,40,885 crore
inMay (for salesin April), reflect-
ing improved economic activity,
enforcement actions and higher
inflation, data released by the
Finance Ministry showed.

The GST collections had
recorded the highest-ever level of
Rs 1.68 lakh crore in the previous
month for year-end sales in
March. Thisis the fourth time the
monthly GST collections have
crossed Rs 1.40 lakh crore mark
since inception of GST and third
monthinarow since March 2022.
GST collections in May 2021 had
stood at Rs 97,821 crore. “The col-
lection in the month of May,
which pertains to the returns for
April, the first month of the finan-

Actionon
evasion
@ helpstoo

EXPLAINED

Actions against tax
evaders including efforts
inaudits and analytics also
helped push the growthin
GST collections.

cial year, has always been less
than that in April, which pertains
tothe returns for March, the clos-
ingof the financial year. However,
itis encouraging to see that even
in the month of May 2022, the
gross GST revenues have crossed
the Rs 1.40 lakh crore mark,” the
Ministry statement said.

Total number of e-way bills
generated in April 2022 were at
74 crore, 4 per cent less than 7.7
crore e-way bills generated in

March 2022, it said.

Revenues from import of
goods were 43 per cent higher
and the revenues from domestic
transactions (including import of
services)were 44 per cent higher
than the revenues from these
sources during the same month
lastyear.

Experts said actions against
tax evaders including efforts in
audits and analytics helped push
the growth in GST collections.

MS Mani, partner, Deloitte
India said, “The stability demon-
strated by GST collections exceed-
ingRs 1.4lakh crore over the past
three months is a good indicator
of the growth of the economy and
ties in with the other macro eco-
nomic indicators including the
GDP numbers. Significant efforts
in audits and analytics have also
led to a drive against tax evaders,
inculcating a tax compliance cul-
ture. The reduction in collections

‘With rise in input costs,
FMCG pack size drops’

As raw material prices soar, FMCG companies are
undertaking price hikes on standard packs via reduction in
pack sizes. This translates into one unit fewer in a pack of
glucose biscuits or less quantity of shampoo in a bottle

HOW IT STACKS UP

M Old Pack Size

M New Pack Size

V¥ Change

Britannia Tiger Glucose Biscuits (¥10)

124 gm 100gm

Sunfeast Biscuits Glucose (¥5)
38gm 32gm

Parle Salted Krackjack Biscuits (¥10)
V12gm

83gm 71gm

Dove Intense Repair Shampoo (¥1,099)
v20ml

700ml 680ml

Surf Excel Detergent Bar (¥10)
95gm 83gm

V12gm

V24gm

Vvégm |4 ‘Q

¢
-l .

1%
A&

25‘500/0 SOME

CATEGORIES LIKE SOAPS
SAW SUCH PRICE HIKES
OVERTHELASTONE YEAR
BOTH THROUGH MRP
INCREASES AND
GRAMMAGE REDUCTIONS

4 'I 80/ price hikesin

= 0 detergentsinthe
three months from February to
April this year

DURING THE SAME THREE
MONTHS, companies
manufacturing toothpastes raised
the prices of their products by 2%-
18%, while some shampoo brands
saw a price hike of nearly 47%

INTHE FOOD AND BEVERAGES
SEGMENT as well, while edible
oils saw a 10-29% price hike,
noodles saw anincrease of
10-17%

Compiled by ENS Economic Bureau
Source: Kotak Institutional Equities

—— BRIEFLY —
Factory PMlup

Mumbai: The manufactur-
ing sector expanded in the
month of May and ‘sus-
tained strong growth’ de-
spite historically high infla-
tion, according to a survey.
The seasonally adjusted S&P
Global IndiaManufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI)wasat54.6in May, lit-
tle-changed from 54.7 in
April. It said factory output
was boosted by jump in in-
ternational orders, which
was the highest in over 11
years, since April 2011, the
survey said.

Sebi Member

Mumbai: Ashwani Bhatiaon
Wednesday took chargeasa
Whole-time member of the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi). Bhatia
was  previously the
Managing Director of SBI.

SBIGenlnsurance

Mumbai: SBIGeneral Insura-
nce Wednesday unveiled its
new health insurance verti-
cal. The company aims to
leverage the expansive foot-
print and network of its par-
ent company SBI to further
entrench health insurance
penetration in Tier 3 and 4
markets across India. ENS

Reliance Brands

New Delhi: Reliance Brands
Ltd (RBL) will acquire 40 per
cent in Italy-based Plastic
Legno’s toy manufacturing
businessin India. PTI

NFL turnover

New Delhi: National
Fertilizers Limited (NFL) has
achieved “highest ever”
turnover of Rs 15,857 crore
and reported profit after tax
(PAT) of Rs 108 crore on a
standalone basis in FY22,
said a statement. ENS

HDFC, PNB, ICICI Bank hike lending rates

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE1

HDFC Ltd, Punjab National Bank
(PNB) and ICICI Bank on
Wednesday announced an in-
crease in their lending rates.
HDFC has increased its Retail
Prime Lending Rate (RPLR) on
housingloans, PNB and ICICI Bank

have announced a hike in their
marginal cost-based lending rates
(MCLR), leading to an increase in
EMs for borrowers. The upward
revision in rates will essentially
lead to an increase in EMIs for
borrowers. This is the third time
HDFC has hiked its RPLR in the
last one month. In May it hiked
rates twice for a total of 35 bps.
The Reserve Bank of India

hiked the repo rate — at which it
lends short-term money to
banks —by 0.4 per cent to4.4 per
cent. HDFC hiked the RPLR on
housing loans by 5 basis points.
The rate on home loans up to
Rs30 lakh will be 7.15 per cent
(7.10 per cent for women) and
740 per cent for loans between
Rs 301lakh and Rs 75 lakh.

PNB said that it has raised its

DoT panel to study direct
broadcast to smartphones

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

THE  DEPARTMENT  of
Telecommunications (DoT) has
set up a committee to study the
feasibility of a spectrum band for
offering broadcast services di-
rectly to users’ smartphones, a
senior official said. Public serv-
ice broadcaster Prasar Bharati
had last year announced a col-
laboration with IIT Kanpur to test
the feasibility of the technology,
called ‘Direct-to-Mobile’ (D2M).

“Band 526-582 MHz is envis-
aged to work in coordination
with both mobile and broadcast
services. DoT has set up a com-
mittee to study this band,” said
K Rajaraman, Secretary, DoT,
while speaking at a conclave on
“Direct-to-Mobile & 5G
Broadband Convergence
Roadmap for India” organised by
[IT Kanpur and Telecomm-

NEED FOR TECH

W The technology is
being necessitated on
account of increasing
internet penetration

unications Standards Develop-
ment Society, India (TSDSI). At
the moment, the band is being
used by the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting
across the country for TV
transmitters.

The technology is being ne-
cessitated on account of increas-
ing internet penetration in the
country, with smartphones be-

coming the primary mode of
content consumption. One of the
use cases of the D2M network is
its ability to converge with tradi-
tional mobile networks and pro-
vide additional data pipes to the
mobile operator which can help
decongest their network from
heavy bandwidth consumption
during peak traffic periods.

Information and
Broadcasting Ministry Secretary
Apurva Chandra said the conver-
gence between S2M and 5G
broadband will improve con-
sumption of broadband and util-
isation of spectrum in India.
However, he pointed out that a
mass roll out of the technology
will entail infrastructure and reg-
ulatory changes.

Prasar Bharati CEO Shashi
Shekhar Vempati said Indian
consumers do notwant “silos” of
hardware in their homes.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Car sales race past pre-Covid levels

VARUNSINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE1

DESPITE THE semiconductor
shortage and production cuts, pas-
senger vehicle sales staged a good
recovery in May with the country’s
top three manufacturers register-
ing higher volumes compared to

the same month in 2019, which
was non-pandemic year.

Maruti Suzuki India’s sales in
the domestic market during the
month was 3 per cent higher at
124,474 units than the same
month in 2019. Hyundai Motor
India saw its sales almost flat at
42,293 units due to maintenance
shutdown atits plants for six days

during the month.

The company lost its second
spot in terms of sales to the
resurgent Tata Motors,which
saw a 298 per cent jump in sales
at 43,341 units. This is the sec-
ond time in the last six months
that Tata Motors has overtaken
Hyundai in terms of monthly
volumes. FE

marginal cost of funds-based lend-
ing rate by 15 basis points or 0.15
per cent across all tenures.
ICICIBankalsorevised the mar-
ginal cost of funds-based lending
rate with effect from June 1,2022,
according to its website. Bank of
India also raised marginal cost of
funds-based lending rate on some
tenor fromJune 1. Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

compared with the previous
months was expected as the col-
lections for March, being the last
month of the fiscal year, have al-
ways been more than other
months of the year.”

ICRA chief economist Aditi
Nayar said the high year-on-year
growthreflects thelow base of the
second wave. “Nonetheless, the
May 2022 GST collections are ro-
bust compared to the Q4 FY2022
trends, benefiting from improved
compliance, market share gains by
the organised sector as well as the
transmission of higher commod-
ity prices into output prices. Given
the trends for Apr-May 2022, and
the anticipation of a sustained
healthy momentum of activity in
absence of another wave of Covid
and major disruptions, we expect
the CGSTinflowsin FY23 toexceed
the BElevel by Rs 1.15 trillion, help-
ingabsorba partof the higher sub-
sidy bill,” she said.

Kant: Aadhaar
helped govt save
over X2 lakh cr

NITI CEO Amitabh Kant. File

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE1

NITI AAYOG Chief Executive
Officer Amitabh Kant on
Wednesday said Aadhaar has be-
come the “bedrock” for the gov-
ernment’s welfare schemes and
has saved over Rs 2 lakh crore to
the government by “eliminating
fake and duplicate identities”. He
also called Aadhaar one of the
“most successful” biometric-
based identity programmes in
the world, which has prompted
deliberations and discussions
with global multilateral agencies.
“It is remarkable how 315
Central Schemes and 500 state
schemes are leveraging Aadhaar
to ensure effective delivery of
services ... Aadhaar has now be-
come the bedrock for govern-
ment welfare schemes, ensuring
faster benefit transfers ... saving
Rs 2.22 lakh crore rupees to the
government by eliminating fake
and duplicate identities,” Kant
said at a workshop on ‘Recent
Initiatives for Simplifying
Aadhaarusage’.  Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

International market data till 1900 IST

Market now, get
nod later: Irdai eases
approval for health
insurance products

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE1

THE INSURANCE Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Irdai) on Wednesday extended
the “Use and File” procedure toall
health insurance products, facil-
itating faster customer access to
health policies.

All categories of products and
add-ons or riders to be intro-
duced or modified or revised un-
der health insurance business
and offered by general and health
insurance companies are permit-
ted to be launched through “Use
andFile”, Irdai said ina circular to
the CEOs of insurance companies.

Health portfolio has emerged
as the biggest segment in the gen-
eral insurance category with a
premium income of Rs 73,582
crore in FY22, a rise of 25.39 per
cent.Under the “Use and File” sys-
tem, insurers are permitted to
market products without the reg-
ulator’s prior approval, thus
avoiding a longer waiting dura-
tion in offering innovative insur-
ance solutions to customers in or-
der to help address the dynamic
environment. However, in the
“Fileand Use” system, an insurer,
who wishes to introduce a new
product, has tofile anapplication
for the product with the Irdaiand
use the product for sale in the
market only after getting all the
regulatory approvals.

“The board approved policy
shall also comply with the norms
specified herein and the same
shall be complied at the point of
launching the products or modi-
fication or revision of the prod-
ucts. The Product Management
Committee of the insurer should
ensure compliance to the policy
of the board while signing of the
new products or modification of
products,” Irdai said.

Tapan Singhel, MD and CEO,
Bajaj Allianz General Insurance,
said, “the proactive initiative by
Irdai will provide some necessary
mechanisms to insurance com-
panies who wish to bring out
more innovative products in the

THESYSTEM

B Under the “Use and
File” system, insurers
are permitted to
market products
without the regulator’s
prior approval

market at a faster frequency.”
Customers have the opportunity
to choose from a plethora of in-
surance products that best suits
their needs and thus secure their
lives against any exigencies,
Singhel said.

Insurers should file the pro-
posed name of the product, date
of approval by Product
Management Committee and
they should obtain the UIN.
“Thereafter, insurers should file
the product along with all other
with the authority within 7 days
oflaunch of the product,” the cir-
cular said.

Insurers should ensure that
the product pricingis viable, self-
sustainable and affordable to the
targeted market. The revision in
the price, if any, should be effected
only based on the underlying
claims experience (Incurred
Claims Ratio) and to make the
product viable and self-sustain-
able. Insurers should disclose the
rationale for revision in price
along with the underlying claim
experience (ICR) of the product
that lead to the revision in the
price in their website.

If optional covers or add-ons
are offered with very low pre-
mium rates giving an indication
that coverage is not material un-
der the said add-on or optional
cover, Insurers are advised to con-
sider subsuming such add-ons or
optional covers into base cover of
the product, Irdai said.

Pricing of the products or add-
ons should be based on the gen-
erally accepted actuarial princi-
ples. The premium rates should
appropriately reflect the benefits,
terms and conditions of the un-
derlying products or add-ons and
should not be discriminatory.

TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.  77%.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS) -

.| Tender Inviting Authority

Specification No

1 SE/P&A/MTPS

(570 Due Date Extensior) | 1

2 SE/C/PCC

05, 06, 07 3

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / opening, viewing
and downloading of e-tenders, please visit website, www.tangedco.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

“Cangeman sL5G GHAND L ECsd, sngmar uflbs sfGHnh uer (Cumd.”

DIPR/2605/Tender/2022

Government of India, Department of Atomic Energy,
Heavy Water Plant (Kota)

1. e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/CIVIL/2022/408

National Centre for Radio Astrophysics

TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH
Savitribai Phule Pune University Campus, Ganeshkhind, Pune - 411 007.
TENDER NOTICE NO. 02/2022-2023

Sealed bids are invited in Two Part for (a) Laptops (b) Compute
Servers (c) Compute Rack Servers.

For details and downloading the tender document please visit
website:

http://www.ncra.tifr.res.in/ncra/ncral/public-tenders-1

= T

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY e-Tender Notice

Tender No.. 9/SE/PHCK/2022-2023. JJM-2020-2021-Phase [I-WSS to
Akalakkunnam Panchayat - Kottayam District - Packge 2 - Supply and Laying
distribution networks from Karimpani Tank and Providing FHTCs.
EMD:%2,00,000. Tender fee: 10,000 + (18% GST - It will be paid by the contractor|
on reverse charge basis while filing his returns)

Last date for submitting tender: 21-06-2022, 03:00 pm. Ph: 0481 2562745
Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

KWA-JB-GL-6-284-2022-23

Superintending Engineer, PH Circle, Kottayam

Rajasthan Co-operative Dairy Federation Limited

"SARAS SANKUL” J. L. N. MARG, JAIPUR - 302017 Ph. No. 2702501-08 : Direct: 0141-2710209
Website : www.sarasmikfed.rajasthan.gov.in, E-Mail : pur-rcdf-ri@nic.in

No. RCDF/Pur/F.(Pkg. Mat.)/2022/12475-512 Dated: 31" May, 2022

SHORT TERM/EMERGENCY NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Single Stage Two Parts unconditional online e-Tenders/e-Bids are invited by Rajasthan
Co-Operative Dairy Federation Ltd., Jaipur for the procurement of “Lined Carton for 1 Litre
Ghee Packing (UBN No. CDF2223GLRC00295) and Lined Carton for 1/2 Litre Ghee Packing
(UBN No. CDF2223GLRC00296)," from eligible bonafide manufacturers or their authorized
suppliers as per details given in the respective bid document.

The Complete Bidding Documents can be visited and downloaded from our website
www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. E-Bids shall be submitted only on http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj. Samwad/C/2764/2022-23 (R.K. Suthar), General Manager (Purchase)

Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for "Water proofing of various plant
building's roof at Heavy Water Plant (Kota)" by General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Kota), Post:
Anushakti 323303, Via - Kota(Rajasthan) for and On behalf of the President of India, from approved,
eligible and experienced contractors. Estimated cost of work: Rs. 65,91,727/-, EMD. Rs. 1,31,835/-,
Work Completion Time 24 Months.

Tender document can be viewed/downloaded from 03.06.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 17.06.2022 (14:30 hrs). The
last date for online submission of tender is 17.06.2022 (14:30 hrs). The technical bids will be opened on
20.06.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

2. e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/MECH/2022/317
Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for "Assisting in Carrying out
Mechanical Maintenance Jobs of Utility Area of HWPK Plant Site and HWPK Colony WTP" by
General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Kota), Post: Anushakti 323303, Via - Kota(Rajasthan) for and On
behalf of the President of India, from approved, eligible and experienced contractors. Estimated cost of
work: Rs. 62, 41,179/

Tender document can be viewed/downloaded from 03.06.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 14.06.2022 (14:30 hrs). The
last date for online submission of tender is 14.06.2022 (14:30 hrs). The technical bids will be opened on
16.06.2022 at 15:00 hrs.

3. e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/ELECT/2022/EHTR/102
Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for "Design, Supply and installation of
electrical heat tracing panel, heat tracing distribution junction boxes, electrical heat tracer & its
ies and thermal i ion on pipe lines" by General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Kota),
Post: Anushakti 323303, Via - Kota(Rajasthan) for and On behalf of the President of India, from
approved, eligible and experienced contractors. Estimated cost of work: Rs. 34,65,132/-, EMD. Rs.
69,303/-, Work Completion Time 04 Months.
Tender document can be viewed/downloaded from 03.06.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 17.06.2022 (16:00 hrs).
The last date for online submission of tender is 17.06.2022 (16:00 hrs). The technical bids will be opened
on 24.06.2022 at 15:00 hrs
The detailed NIT and Tender Documents are available on the website
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for free to view/download. The detailed NIT can be seen at
website www.hwb.gov.in For further information please contact Telephone no. 01475-
242201/242231/242225, fax -01475- 242203 on all working days.

General Manager
For & on behalf of President of India

Tt :97e gar drer

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
Government of Rajasthan
RMSCL
“Mukhyamantri Nishulak DavaYojana”
Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur — 302005, India

Phone No: 0141-2228066 , 2228064 Website: www.rmsc.rajasthan.health.gov.in
CIN:U24232RJ2011SGC035067 E_mail : edprmsc@nic.in

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR

No. NIT/2022-23/5590-5605 fafarar §em/2022-23 Date: 31.05.2022
Frfafea il % fon A war & sfipite fmt gr dsiga wd egwe daest @ faffa g # {-veeri wfen
SitTeea fAfeert st w1 S ¥ - u

e e e SR wE (%.)| ffeer guen e
SITC work at Medical College & RBM Hospital, Bhartpur (Phase-11). 419.00 $-087/22-23
UBN : RRC2223WSOB00229 Lakh

Remaining Work of ITI Bldg. At Lohawat (Jodhpur)
UBN : RRC2223WSOB00211
Construction work at various places of Medical College, Dholpur.

251.32
Lakh
3041.00

4-089/22-23

UBN : RRC2223WSOB00208 Lakh
Various works in Psychiatry and Radio Therapy Departments at MDM 340.50 $-093/22-23
Hospital Jodhpur. UBN : RRC2223WSOB00219 Lakh

S fAfer oo STeere FXH i s fedis 30.05.2022 W 09.00 &S A 20.06.2022 HFH 06.00 & T
ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁsﬁmﬂﬁmw W T, mwa@?ﬁaﬁmﬂ%ﬁw frao wd e

Ref. No.: F.02(120)/RMSCL/Proc./S&S(MD)/NIB-06/2022/426 Dated: 27.05.2022
E-bids are invited up to 6.00 PM of 20.06.2022 E bid for Rate Contract
cum Supply and Empanelment of Surgical & Sutures (Drug Items). Details of
NIB-6/2022 may be seen in the Bidding Documents at our office or at the
website of State Public procurement Portal (UBN MSC2223GLRC00017)
http://sppp.raj.nic.in, www.dipronline.org, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.,
www.rmsc .rajasthan.health. gov.in and may be downloaded from there.
Note:- If any amendment is carried out in the tender specifications and

terms & conditions following pre-bid meeting, the same will be

uploaded on the Departmental website

www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in, sppp.raj.nic.in and
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. In case any inconvenience is felt, please

contact on telephone numberi.e. 0141-2228064

e http://eproc.raj ov.in, nic.in 71 http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrde T @1 31 Executive Director (Procurement)
T € | T WS B mﬁmmwmmﬁw http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T I FIAFT AIIF F 1 R
hicieca Raj d/C/21/2718 RMSCL
o n New Delh il B
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Revolutionary, visionary

McCullum changed the way Kiwis played and will try to bring a similar identity to the England Test team

SRIRAMVEERA
JUNET

ENGLAND NEW Test coach Brendon
McCullum'’s stocks have risen so much in
eight years or so that one assumes he has al-
ways been this uber-confident, cool, coura-
geous, swaggering leader. He wasn't. It's that
personal transformation that offers England
fans greater hope of a revival; that here is a
man intimate with the vulnerabilities in
sportsmen and knows what to do to turn
things around.

Going by the way he has coached Kolkata
Knight Riders in the Indian Premier League,
two effects can be expected by the England
players: noinsecurity and a sense of identity.
Considering England Test team has lacked
both security and identity in recent times -
Stuart Broad and James Anderson were
aghast that they were dropped without
proper communication - McCullum’s arrival,
combined with Ben Stokes’ charisma, will be
abreath of fresh air.

Whether McCullum can make it last a
long time, as he rides the ebbs and flows in
fortunes of a Test team, is what will make his
stint interesting to track.

But first, a story about vulnerability. Ona
Durban evening in 2009, when he was KKR’s
captain, McCullum walked away from the
dugout, disconsolate after a string of losses.
Their coach John Buchanan would jump out
of the shadows, and throw his hands over the
shoulder in an avuncular gesture of conso-
lation. Moments later, a sombre McCullum,
looking like a lost puppy, would tell the press
pack that he wanted to quit the captaincy. “I
have found it difficult to deliver messages to
the team without having individual perform-
ances to stack up,” he would say.

Six years later, on the evening before the
2015 ODI World Cup final in Melbourne,
Buchanan had looked back at that moment.
“When things weren’t going his way, he
wanted to step away. [ told him that’s not the
best thing to do, not for himself or for the
team. I think he wanted to hear that from
me,” Buchanan had told this newspaper.

“McCullum is a passionate and emotional
person. He is areal competitor, a cheeky sort
of a guy. Now I think he has learnt how to
control his emotions and use them to his ad-
vantage,” Buchanan had identified the trig-
ger for the positive change. “He has been so
aggressive as a captain.”

McCullum’s greatest achievement was-
n'tabout batting fearlessly at the top or even
placing attacking fields or being gung-ho in
how he would often bowl out his strike
bowlers within 30 overs in pursuit of wick-
ets in an ODI. The greater achievement was
that he convinced his team of that philoso-
phy. He didn’t have to drag them along to-

Coach Brendon McCullum and fast bowler James Anderson on the eve of the first
Test against New Zealand at the Lord’s cricket ground. Reuters

Anderson, Broad
named in Playing XI

London: James Anderson and Stuart
Broad, the most prolific wicket-tak-
ers in English Test history, will return
to the team for the first match of the
three-Test series against New Zealand
starting Thursday at Lord's.There was
also a new face alongside the two vet-
erans when the team was named on
Wednesday, with Matthew Potts se-
lected for his debut to complete the
lineup of seamers.

The 39-year-old Anderson and 35-
year-old Broad were dropped for the
recent tour of the West Indies but re-
turn at the first time of asking under
new captain Ben Stokes and head
coach Brendon McCullum. England is
without a slew of pace bowlers due to
injury, with Jofra Archer, Mark Wood,
Chris Woakes, Olly Stone, Saqgib
Mahmood and Matt Fisher among
those sidelined. AP

wards his vision.

During that 2015 World Cup, on the side-
lines of a New Zealand tourism event, former
skipper Stephen Fleming opened up on what
he thought was McCullum’s best trait. “Look,
to place three or four slips in an ODI is one
thing — it does take courage - but to convince
your entire team that this is the way to go is
entirely a different matter.”

By all accounts, McCullum seems to be a
fabulous inspiring leader. Once, when he was
with KKR, Dinesh Karthik had raved about
McCullum in a chat on Ravichandran
Ashwin’s YouTube channel.

“He was a revolutionary captain. Inevery
generation, there will be some cricketers
who change the game. I think he changed the
way the game was played... playing with a
smile. His was the greatest leadership any in-
ternational team had seen. His style of play
was so different. He would finish the strike
bowlers within, say, 30 overs. Trent Boult will
get bowled out. He changed the game. And
when you hear him speak, it’s fabulous,”
Karthik would say.

“When the horses fan around the last
bend and they all kind of fan out, at that mo-
ment, you are not sure (what's going to hap-
pen) but there is a chance, hope. You think
about when you bought that horse, saw how
it walked, how it looked, you saw the pedi-
gree paper, put your hand up and bought it.
You then prepare for three-four years. Then

at that moment (in the last lap of the race),
that thrill it gives you... Only time I have ex-
perienced it outside cricket is in horse rac-
ing.”

Last year, in a New Zealand docu-series
Beyond the winning post, McCullum opened
up on his other passion: horses. Such was his
passion that he quit city life and moved to a
small town named Matamata to start a farm.
In that show, he takes the host around his 10-
acre farm, shows some of his 10-15 race-
horses, and talks lovingly and passionately
about them. One was a 10-year old horse
from Australia, a famous racing horse that
was once sold for a million dollars, he says,
and that was injured and available for 6000
dollars when he bought it.

He tells the story about growing up near
ahorse-racing track in Dunedin whichincul-
cated the love for thoroughbreds in him. “I
wasn’t hands on, more about having a punt
on.” He made some money and then thought
“will have a share of aracehorse and he won
some races”.

Later, a co-passenger on a plane saw him
reading the horse results and casually told
him he should meet up with her brother
Mark Chittick, who owns the Waikato stud
-and McCullum would gallop into the equine
world. Around 10 years back, McCullum had
more ambitious plans for his horses. He had
started a firm Vernair, and wanted to have a
racing syndicate around the world. That did-
n't take off as he had planned but his horses
still race, he says, in the country. Along with
Fleming, he was also involved in the New

Zealand meat and wine business, getting
them into the Indian market.

For some time now, his life has been
about horses and some T20 coaching. But
now, it will take a big leap forward as England
have invested in him to steer their Test side.
With the left-field choices of Rob Key as di-
rector of cricket and McCullum as coach,
England seem to be moving towards men
who can make them bolder, infuse fresh
thought and character.

The story of how a Test match in 2013 in
which they were shot out for 45 turned
things around for McCullum, the leader, has
been well documented.

An evening of introspection with coach
Mike Hesson, currently Royal Challengers
Bangalore’s coach, made him conclude that
the team "were seen as arrogant, emotional,
distant, up-ourselves and uninterested in our
followers. We concluded that, individually
and collectively, we lacked character. The key
for all of us was the team had no ‘soul’. We
were full of bluster and soft as putty,” he said
in his MCC Colin Cowdrey Memorial lecture.

The England establishment obviously feel
that their Test team ‘collectively lack charac-
ter’. If McCullum can infuse a sense of iden-
tity in them, and let his fellow New Zealand-
born Stokes ensure that it organically flows
through their game, his job would be done.
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, 3:30 PM,
Live on: Sony Sports Network.

Rookies landing on
the podium good sign
for Indian hockey

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE1

ATHIRD-STRING Indian side with 10 debu-
tants, that was managed by a rookie coach -
Sardar Singh - and began its campaign with
anunderwhelming draw and a morale-sap-
ping defeat, somehow fought its way onto
the podium at the Asia Cup.

Led by captain Birendra Lakra, India put
up a solid defensive performance to defend
a1-0lead for most of the match to beat Japan
and win the bronze medal at the continental
championship. Compared to the previous
edition in 2017, when India won the title, this
may seem like a drop in performance if taken
at face value. But in reality, this will assume
as much significance, if not more.

After all, none of the players from the 33-
men core group were part of this side.
Instead, this was a hastily-formed team,
comprising junior India internationals apart
from some national team discards, others
who had impressed at the national champi-
onships and a couple of retired stars who
were forced to make a comeback.

This bunch was assembled with the idea
to take part in the Commonwealth Games
next month, with the main team focusing on
the Asian Games. With the Asiad now post-
poned, itlooks likely that all of them will head
to Birmingham as they have givena good ac-
count of themselves, forcing the team man-
agement to take note of their performances.

Sardar, too, successfully changed the
mindset of the team, which looked disjointed
and indisciplined in the first match against
Pakistan but grew as the tournament pro-
gressed to become strong defensively and
dangerous on the attack. B] Kariappa, whois
the junior India coach, handled the dugout
with Sardar, but it was the former India cap-
tain who seemed to be calling most of the
shots during matches, making tactical
tweaks, barking instructions from the side-
lines and putting his arm around the players
after defeat.

These facets of Sardar’s coaching style
were on display on Wednesday when India
edged out Japan by one goal. His team began
the match cautiously and held possessionin
midfield. Karthi Selvam, one of the debu-
tants, linked up well along with another
rookie, Vishnukant Singh, in the opening ex-
changes. Then, in the seventh minute, Uttam
Singh - who was one of the standout Indian
players in the Junior World Cup last year —
made an impressive run on the right to set
up his under-21 teammate Raj Kumar Pal in-
side the circle. Pal slotted the ball home to
give Indiaa 1-0 lead.

Ayoung Indian team beat Japan 1-0 to
win bronze at the Asia Cup. Hockey India

This bunch was assembled with
the idea to take partin the
Commonwealth Games next
month, with the main team
focusing on the Asian Games.

After that strike, Japan - who were in
Jakarta with their full-strength squad given
that the 2023 World Cup qualification was
at stake for them - began exerting pressure
with their quick interplay and won back-to-
back penalty corners. But first rusher
Yashdeep Siwach denied them on both oc-
casions. In the second half, India discard
Dipsan Tirkey, the tournament’s third-high-
est scorer with five goals, showed alertness
to deal with dangerous balls played into the
Indian ‘D’

Along with Lakra and Siwach, he did well
to keep the Japanese attackers at bay even
though they won a string of penalty corners
in the last two quarters and ensured India
finished on the podium.

After adisappointing outing in the Asian
Champions Trophy and suffering mixed re-
sultsin the Pro League, the performance over
the last week in Jakarta will please the team
management.

Chief coach Graham Reid has used the
post-Olympics period to experiment with
players and tactics, a trend that s likely to con-
tinue for a few more matches until he settles
on the core group for the World Cup, which
will be held in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela. If
the performance at the Asia Cup is anything
to go by, Reid will have a large pool of players
to choose from come January.
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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(5) should fly there
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End fuel blending as required

(5) 4

10 Widely used way to study
construction (7)
11 Runs out of lighters
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6 Where to find motorists on

Company guard (6)
5 Wild jaunt for those in power

I THOUGHT I TALh e TO

| Torr R ™ I":I CRDUMSTRUES | KL MUMAK MTRES AR

Al FoR & BEE OGO PETERMIHES B STRES AMD | MGT GO0 Too | 1SuY wWHAY
SURPRISE , | TURK MW ChvR] PLANETS, il ToOW TMEY | TWWART TWE | IT Used
| BusTeR ./ THATS WAKT WY | Sad i ved Pouiowes wil Ol TENTIONS | T RE.
1 MDREcaPE S5 BE IMAEWEMTED, THRT B OOF THE =]
A wERS WO BATH AMD MO | umierser | T
BEDTIME | ;
5 “‘x‘“\x

BY GO, 175 | EATE JusT

(6) course? (7,6)
12 Sort of dagger with arough 7 Signed up in preparation for a MARV'N by Tom Armst rong
edge (6) match? (7)
B eI e ey e WE'RE LEAVING. LIGH! | WELL, WHOSE | [ MOM'S, FOR
17 They are used for holding coal 13 Aship for example with first- HATE BIDING IN THE CAR. FAULT IS THAT?! MNOT
0 ﬁ;esl(S) ) ] " ;r:tlfmisiil(iw) . THE BACK SEAT IS A MESS. ALEAMIMSG
The last job one aims forona cknowledges it's mad to 'S Fod 1
racecourse (9,4) change (6) -hTHEEE S v EUEWWHEE_E,L-" i IT HP!
20 Girl backin Oriental island (5) 16 Atract for spendthrifts (5) |||I k" !'
21 Expert put to death by 18 Fed up with dates having to be ]
direction (7) rearranged (5) " . P
Solutions Crossword 4755: Across: 1 Lager, 8 Shindigs, 9 Tie-up, 10 Pretence, 11 i ol i
Sepia, 12 Ada, 16 Stones, 17 Macaws, 18 Sty, 23 Toils, 24 Hand over, 25 Annoy, 26 !
Founders, 27 Gross. Down: 2 Anisette, 3 Esurient, 4 Shared, 5 Knits, 6 Liens, 7 E
Ashen, 12 Ass, 13 Amy, 14 Schooner, 15 Swallows, 19 Theory, 20 Shift, 21 End up, x
22 Words. g
1]
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty LevelTs N
Instructions 4 Q ? N
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to TosolveaSudoku puzzle, = T 0 E T E E 4 3 ! 5 9
therespectivesquaresbelolw.SelecttheIettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget ™ every digitfrom1t09 ot b E 'q' < 3 | ﬁ 4 -IF E 5 E 2 [ E
the answer for the given quip. ] n mustappearin each of the 3 ..I 5 E E' - | ;
Nature, tobe___, mustbe obeyed. - Francis Bacon (9) 0 nine vertical columns, in = x Q 1 E 5 E Z 3 7|4
< each of the nine horizontal 1 E- T & 8 5 8 7l3 1lgld 5 2
SSAEO AEELDD ) rows and in each of the Q ,.I E E =) 1 ! - 1
! nine boxes. | n 1213 Eﬁ 4 DQT
o 4 3 9 5 4 | 6i82(S[7]813)1
A =
IKLCN NOSUMM D | oifficultyLevel CE] ANETE o 7/9/ala/3/5[21]8
. . (2] 1s =Veryeasy; 2s = Easy; ¥ 4 | E 9 IS 214 5 : | ?’ B g 3 3
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; | 1 1 T
5s=VeryHard; 6s = 112 g o B 3 | 1 92 | BlY 4 5
uodBg SDUBL] -"PAAIQO 9q ISNW ‘PIPUBTOD 3 0] ‘AINJeN :19MSUY Genius (7]
NOWIAINS ‘aaavaT NI ‘SASYO :NOLLNT0S

New Delhi

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
You've got to be
careful not to cause
offence, but you
must also say what

you think, for you never know

when you will have the chance
again. Also, do realise that, in
the long run, you must act in
accord with your true inner
nature. You may therefore have
to disregard what people say.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
You may now begin
to wonder if you
have overlooked
one or two facts. I

think you have, so don’t

commit yourself to a new
decision or opinion until next
week. One thing you can be
sure of is your dreams, and
when all else fails you still have
avision of a better world.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Mars is very firmin
itsinsistence thata
partner or business
associate must

settle a debt of honour. It is not

your fault that other people
have lost money, or been

ripped-off or short-changed. If

you can do one thing this week

thenit's to get others to
recognise that things can only
get better.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

[ know that you

have put on a brave

face, but if the past

few weeks have
taught you anything it is that in
future you must be more
honest and speak from your
heart. If other people behave
badly, then they must be told. If
they take any notice is another
matter.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

A good general, they

say, never goes into

battle unless victory

isassured. In some
respects the odds are

stacked against you. This is

probably quite a good thing, for

if you are stopped in your
tracks you will be forced to
think again and smarten up
your act.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
You're nowina
relatively
prosperous period,
one when you

should check up on all joint

commitments. Hopefully
you've taken all the right

advice and have turned a

potential loss into a healthy

profit. Bear in mind that there
may be a conflict of interest

between your desires and a

partner’s needs.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
You can’t always

look at life seriously,

so take some of

today’s
developments with a pinch of
salt, for not everything is as it
seems. You may soon discover
that developments in your
public affairs will go a long way
towards increasing the quality
of your life.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

It’s true that other

people are full of

themselves, but

partners are barking
up the wrong tree if they
imagine they can out-smart or
out-manoeuvre you. Even if
you pretend to agree with
them, you will nevertheless
maintain your own attitudes
and opinions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
Hopefully you will
now begin to realise
that partners,
colleagues and close

companions are entitled to

have a say in joint financial
arrangements. If you are

thinking of teaming up with
profitable venture then the
best choice may be a female
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
You must try to
@ disruption. The
emphasis should
operation and compromise,
even if you do feel that
free.In any event, an individual
who has wronged you may
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Your sole aim and
@ arrange your
monetary affairs in
other people as well as
yourself. There are two
of the day: either you'll
voluntarily give something
words, are you going to jump,
or will you wait to be pushed?
Your sensitive
@ nature can make
others, but it can
also make you vulnerable. You
to stand up for yourself and
ignore other people’s petty
sensible course then your
reputation can only benefit.

someone in a potentially
relation.

avoid any further
swing very much towards co-
someone is getting away scot-
shortly make amends.

priority must be to
such a manner that you benefit
possibilities around the middle
away or you'll lose it. In other
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

you stronger than
will be increasingly prepared
complaints, and if you steer a
[]
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SPORT

EAsYy CWG BADMINTON DRAW

Defending champions India will have an easy entry into the
knockout stage of the badminton event of the
Commonwealth Games as they have been drawn against
Australia, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan in Group 1 of the mixed

team competition. PTI

To win against Novak there is only one way to play, at your best and first point to the last.

RAFAEL NADAL, 21-TIME GRAND SLAM CHAMPION

Paris night, Nadal, clay... a never-ending affair

Spanish great beats Djokovic 6-2,4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (4) in quarterfinals to move a step closer to 14th championship and 22nd major

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS, JUNE1

RAFAELNADAL insists he can't know for sure
whether any match at Roland Garros might
be his very last at a place he loves, a place he
is loved. For now, if he keeps winning and
keeps performing the way he did during his
monumental quarterfinal victory over long-
time rival Novak Djokovic that began in May
and ended in June, Nadal will have more
chances to play.

With a mix of brilliant shot-making and
his trademark resilience, Nadal got past the
top-seeded defending French Open cham-
pion Djokovic 6-2, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (4) to move
astep closer to his 14th championship at the
clay-court Grand Slam tournament and what
would be a 22nd major trophy overall,
adding to records that he already owns. “One
of those magic nights for me," Nadal said.

For anyone lucky enough to be there, too
— provided they were able to stay awake —
or even anyone watching from afar. The
match beganalittle past 9 p.m. Tuesday and
concluded more than four hours later, after
1 a.m. Wednesday.

“TV decides,” Djokovic said about the late
start. “That's the world we are living in.”

The bracket said this was a quarterfinal,
yes, but it felt like a final, from the quality of
play to the quality of effort, from the antici-
pation that preceded it to the atmosphere
that enveloped it.The only missing ingredi-
ent: There was no trophy handed to the win-
ner. Nadal turns 36 on Friday, when he will
face third-seeded Alexander Zverev in the
semifinals. When the subject of Nadal's fu-
ture was brought up during his on-court in-
terview, he smiled. “See you, by the way, in
two days,” Nadal said. “That's the only thing
thatIcansay.”

It'll be difficult for any match the rest of
the way to live up to this one. Nary a game,
apoint, a stroke or, indeed, a step came with

vl
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After his latest win over Novak Djokovic, Rafael Nadal’s Roland Garros record is 110-3. The three losses were against Soderling
in the 4th Round in 2009, Djokovic in the quarters in 2015 and semifinals in 2021. Reuters

a hint of insouciance. Both men gave their
all. Nothing came easily.

Nadal's 3-Olead in the second set did him
no good; Djokovic ended up taking it and
would say later, “I thought, OK, I'm back in
the game.”

But Djokovic's 3-0 lead in the fourth did
him no good, even though he served for it at
5-3, even standing one point from forcing a
fifth twice. Nadal saved those set points and
broke there, then ran away with the closing
tiebreaker, seizing a 6-1 edge and and never
losing focus after his first three match points
went awry. “I lost to a better player today,”
said Djokovic, who had won 22 sets in a row

until the 49-minute opener against Nadal.
“Had my chances. Didn't use them. That'sit.”

This showdown was their 59th, more
than any other two men have played each
other in the Open era. Nadal narrowed
Djokovic's series lead to 30-29 while improv-
ing to 8-2 against his rival at Roland Garros.

Nadal is now 110-3 for his career at the
place. Two of those losses came against
Djokovic, including in last year's semifinals.
This time, Nadal made sure Djokovic remains
behind himin the Slam count with 20. Nadal
broke their three-way tie with Roger Federer
at that number by capturing the Australian
OpeninJanuary, when Djokovic was not able

March to No.l14: How Rafa’s aggressive
groundstrokes and serving toppled Novak

NAMITKUMAR
JUNET

DESPITE CONCERNS over his declining phys-
icality, the disadvantageous night schedul-
ing, and his previous record against his great
rival, Rafael Nadal provided an over-four-
hour-long exhibition in clay-court mastery
to take down Novak Djokovic and book his
customary spot in the semifinals of the
French Open. The Spaniard did so through
an aggressive strategy from start to finish,
with precise execution of his tactics.

Nadal’s baseline strategy

His incredible legacy on clay has long
been lauded for his ability to outlast oppo-
nents from the baseline. But on this occasion,
the Spaniard started far more aggressively
than usual, which allowed him to race to a
6-2, 3-0 lead. During last year’s semifinal,
Djokovic triumphed over Nadal using angled
crosscourt forehands that exploited any
weaknesses in his opponent’s backhand. The
Spaniard was wary of that this time though,
and used plenty of slices and looping back-
hands down-the-line to bring his forehand
backinto play.

For most of the match, and particularly
in the first set, Nadal hit his forehand with a
lot of precision, particularly when he went
down the line or inside-out towards his op-
ponent’s backhand.

Djokovic took too long to get out of the
gates in the encounter, during which time he
made several unforced errors and failed to
take advantage of good court positions.
Nadal, however, was tuned in from the get-
go. He had 57 winners compared to
Djokovic’s 48.

Djokovic’s strengthened return

After winning just two of the first 11
games in the match, much of Djokovic's re-
set was down to him targeting Nadal’s back-

Novak Djokovic tried to target Nadal's
backhand and was successful to a
certain extent. Reuters

NUMBER PLATE

5 Number of winners Nadal
struck. Djokovic had 48.

4 Djokovic’s first serve
percentage in the first set.

hand more and more. As the ball became
heavier with the cooler night conditions set-
ting in, Djokovic stepped up the court and
took the ball much earlier than he did in the
first set, particularly while returning.

The Serb made Nadal hit most of his shots
after the serve deep into the backhand side,
instantly taking control of the rally by doing
so.The strategy worked very well in the sec-
ond set, earning him 24 return points, eight
break-point opportunities, and allowing him
to come back from a double-break deficit to
draw level.

Although Nadal’s serving was very con-
sistent in the third and fourth sets, Djokovic
used his returns to prolong rallies, put away

any loose balls, and make the Spaniard work
far harder to hold serve.

Opposite serving show

Djokovic’s serve let him down for much
of the match.

The Serb was struggling to find much
purchase on whatis usually an extremely re-
liable first serve, only making it 48 percent
of the time in the first set, and failing to land
it on multiple crucial points. The pace was
off on his second serves too and resulted in
only 42 percent points won.

In contrast, Nadal had an outstanding
serving day.

The Spaniard was angling first serves
with precision, and as has been the case for
much of the tournament, his second serve
was a crucial asset, clocking an average speed
of 154 km/h with a success rate of 60 per-
cent. His serve also played a huge role in his
comeback in the fourth set. Nadal lost just
eight points on serve in the fourth, and only
two of those were on his second serve.

Final set turnaround

After Djokovic's resurgence in the second
set, Nadal did well to take advantage of his
opponent’s lapses and take the third 6-2. The
match was far from a foregone conclusion
though, as Djokovic raced to a 3-0 lead and
eventually served for the set at 5-3. From
there on, Nadal produced some of his best
tennis of the tournament to turn the tide his
way. The Spaniard was able to save a set point
and pile the pressure on Djokovic through
solid returns and serves, and take the setinto
a tie-breaker.

Heraced into a 6-1 lead there, where the
redlining performance of his forehand was
on full display. While a lot of the match was
intense and hinged on tactics, Nadal’s vin-
tage shot-making and mental resilience in
the final half-hour are what eventually took
him past the finish line in the marquee
match-up.

Swiatek closes in on Serena’s match-win streak

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS, JUNE 1

IGA SWIATEK benefited from the chair um-
pire's no-call on a double bounce that gave
her a key first-set service break during a
match-altering five-game run and the French
Open's No. 1 seed moved into the semifinals
with a 6-3,6-2 victory over Jessica Pegula on
Wednesday.

Swiatek extended her winning streak to
33 matches, the longest on tour since Serena
Williams won 34 in a row in 2013.

Swiatek will face No. 20 Daria Kasatkina
in one women's semifinal Thursday, when
the other will be No. 18 Coco Gauff, an 18-

year-old American, against unseeded
Martina Trevisan, a 28-year-old from Italy.
Only Swiatek has previously participated
in the final four at a major tournament, los-
ing in the semifinals at the Australian Open
in January and taking the title at the 2020
French Open when she was ranked outside
the top 50. "This yearit's a little bit different,
because I'm not an underdog,” she said, “and
everything has changed, honestly."
Kasatkina beat No. 29 Veronika
Kudermetova 6-4,7-6(5)inamatch between
two Russian players who will not be allowed
to compete at Wimbledon later this month
because of that country's invasion of Ukraine.
Theirs was a mistake-filled quarterfinal, with
the players combining for 75 unforced errors,

50 by Kudermetova. That allowed Kasatkina
to win despite coming up with just 16 win-
ners over the course of 165 points. "It was a
roller coaster," said Kasatkina, who hadn't
reached a major quarterfinal in four years.
“Just happy with the way I stayed on the court
and didn't put myself in the situation where
I'was disappointed and stuff. So really happy
with this mental part.”

Aday after her 21st birthday, Swiatek was
not at her dominant best against the 11th-
seeded Pegula, a 28-year-old from New York
whose parents own the NFL's Buffalo Bills
and NHL's Buffalo Sabres.

“Getting old, but still fresh,” Swiatek
wrote with a silver marker on the lens of a
courtside TV camera.

to play because he had not been vaccinated
against COVID-19. Before Nadal advanced to
his 15th semifinal in Paris, Zverev reached
his second in a row by holding off 19-year-
old rising star Carlos Alcaraz 6-4, 6-4,4-6, 7-
6 (7). “Not really getting easier from here,”
Zverev said after putting an end to Alcaraz's
14-match winning streak.

The nightcap was saved for two players
who know each other so well. The tenden-
cies and tactics. The mannerisms and moods.

Soitshould come as no surprise they en-
gaged in points so involved, so lengthy — 57
of at least nine strokes, with one that went
25 — that before some were concluded, folks
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MATCHBOX

0JOKOVIC
68%

NADAL
N%

First serve
4 Double faults 4
412 Break points won v
56 Unforced errors 43
26/41 Net points won 22/30
8 Passing shots 18
21 Drop shots 29

in the stands would let out a gasp or an
“Aaaah!” or “Awwww!”, drawing rebuking
hisses of “Shhhhh!” in response.

Astime passed and the air became colder
—below 60 degrees Fahrenheit (15 Celsius) —
Nadal and Djokovic embodied the words in
clay-colored capital letters in French and
English along the facing of the lower level of
the arena, attributed to Roland Garros, the
World War I fighter pilot for whom the facil-
ity is named: “Victory belongs to the most
tenacious.”

In the early going, and down the stretch,
it was Nadal getting the better of the base-
line back-and-forths, pushing and pulling
Djokovic this way or that, up and back, until
an opening for a clean winner presented it-
self. Djokovic reacted to his miscues by
rolling his eyes, shaking his head or putting
his palms out asif to say, “What's going on?”

Nadal showed zero signs of being slowed
or bothered one bit by the chronic painin his
left foot that flares up every so often and kept
him off the tour for the last half of 2021 and
arose again before the French Open.

Nor did Nadal betray a trace of fatigue
from his five-set tussle against No. 9 seed
Felix Auger-Aliassime in the fourth round on
Sunday that lasted 4 hours, 21 minutes,
nearly twice as long as Djokovic's matter-of-
fact win that day.
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India to play 3 ODls,

5T20Isvs Windies;

2 gamesin Florida

New Delhi: The Cricket West Indies
(CWI)and the BCClannounced India's
tour of the West Indies where the 'Men
in Blue' will play three ODIs and five
T20Is between July 22 and August 7.
The ODI series and three T20Is will be
hosted across Trinidad and Tobago and
St Kitts & Nevis, with the final two
T20Is scheduled to be held in Fort
Lauderhill, Florida in the USA. PTI

Bale confirms
Real Madrid exit

Madrid: Gareth Bale confirmed he is
leaving Real Madrid on Wednesday,
saying he was happy to have fulfilled
his dream of playing with the Spanish
powerhouse. The 32-year-old Bale
joined Madrid from Tottenham in
2013. He played on loan with the
English club in 2020-21. AP

Pogbatoleave
Manchester United

Manchester: Paul Pogba joined
Manchester United for a world-
record fee. He'll leave the English club
for nothing. United said Wednesday
the France midfielder would be de-
parting Old Trafford at the end of the
month when his contract expires.AP

Asian Cup: Tangrito
replace Das

Kolkata: National coach Igor Stimac
named ATK Mohun Bagan mid-
fielder Deepak Tangri as a replace-
ment for Ritwik Das for their Asian
Cup Football qualifiers beginning
here on June 8. Das, who was named
in the 26-member squad for the
friendly against Jordan recently, is
down with chicken pox that necessi-
tated the change. "Ritwik Das was di-
agnosed with chickenpox recently, so
we have brought in Deepak Tangri as
his replacement," Stimac said. PTI

il
it pahoboy

EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF MUSEUMS

ATINDIASN

VISIT

-WEST GALLERIES

Mational Museum, New Delhi

Virtual Experiential
Museurm on Ajanta
[VEMA)

Arnenhanced digital |
musetm experlence |

Contral Aslan
Antigulties
Rare historical
collections from
Central Asla

Company
Paintings

Aglimpse !
into 19th ¢
centuryart |

Kashi Gallery !

Tihe story
of India’s
etermal city

Buddha
| Museum
i Adedication to the

| glory of Gautama
i Buddha

National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi

EFATAZN]

iln Teansimission]
An artistic fournsy |
of Nandalal Bose |

davp 9101130006/ 2235

Matnenof Gelleny e
Mafera An

20 Projection Mapping on
Facade

T know more, scan the QR code

Biec

E(The Mumined)

| A celebration of india's
madern artists

Marioeal Megsum

Vol XC- 174 Regd.No. DL-21046/03-05 R.N.L. No.506/57. Printed and Published by R.C.Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Limited and Printed at The Indian Express (P) Limited Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida -201301 and D B Corp Ltd, Dainik Bhaskar Village Unan Tola, Near Danapur Cantt, Shivylya Road, Post
Khagaul, Shahpur, Patna (Bihar) and Published at The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9&10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi 110002. Editorial office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9&10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120~
6651500. Advertising office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, B1/B, Sector-10, Noida-201301. Phone:01206651291. Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Chief Editor: Raj Kamal Jha, Editor: Unni Rajen Shanker, Editor (Delhi): Rakesh Sinha ** ** Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: The Indian
Express (P) Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Indian Express®

New Delhi




22

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JUNE 2,2022

Information & Public Relations
Department
Government of Kerala

Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan
Hon. Chief Minister of Kerala

WHERE
PEOPLE &

PROGRESS
COME FIRST

Kerala has always been at the forefront when it

comes to all-round development, be it healthcare, education,
infrastructure development, social welfare or ease of doing
business. With more development projects and initiatives

in the pipeline, aimed at bettering the state and the

lives of people, the first anniversary of the second term of
Hon. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s governance

will mark the beginning of another era of progress. -
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India’s first 100% digital state
with access to internet
as a basic right.

Kerala ranked No. 1in the NITI Aayog
Sustainable Development Index.
(A recognition of its social, economical and environmental progress)

%
oUS YEAR o
SEC[[;JIN%R;UCCESSFUL TER

I Among the top three performers in the
State Energy and Climate Index, April 2022

I Best performer among major states in the
India Innovation Index 2022

I No. 1in the NITI Aayog Health Index for the
fourth consecutive time

I Best performing state among the large
states as per the Public Affairs Index

I State with the least amount of poverty as
per the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI)

I Best state in India that handled the online
classes effectively during the pandemic

I No. 1in the Ministry of Education,
Govt. of India Quality Index

I Indian Police Foundation declared the
Kerala State Police Force as the least
corrupt force in the country

I Awarded India Today Healthgiri Award
for conducting the best Covid 19
vaccination drive in the country

I Won Vayoshreshtha Samman 2021
for the best state in India that cared for

its aged populace

stark.in

Best performing state in the
Happiness Index.
(India Today State of the States ranking)

.- . New Delhi .- .
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