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Women and Foreign
Correspondents press
clubs get notice to vacate

STATEMENTCALLS ITDISPUTE,NOT ‘WAR’

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
&ANISHADUTTA
NEWDELHI,MAY7

THEDIRECTORATEofEstatesun-
der theMinistryofHousingand
UrbanAffairshassentnotices to
theForeignCorrespondents’Club
(FCC) and the Indian Women
PressCorps(IWPC)tovacatethe
bungalows allotted to them as
their tenureswill soonend.

ThenoticesenttotheFCCon
May 4 — with the subject
‘Retention of Government ac-
commodation Bungalow No.
AB-19,MathuraRoad,NewDelhi
allotted to Foreign
Correspondents’ Club of South
Asia’ — conveyed “in principle
approval of the Competent
Authority for retention” of the
bungalow allotted to Foreign
Correspondents’ Club of South

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Centre to SC: Sedition
law, 1962 ruling fine, no
need for larger bench
ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI,MAY7

THECENTRESaturdaydefended
the penal law on sedition
(Section 124A of the IPC) in the
SupremeCourtandsaidthatthe
apex court’s 1962 verdict of a
Constitutionbenchupholdingits
validitywas“longstanding, set-
tled”, had stood the test of time
and needed no reference to a
largerbench.Andthatinstances
of its abuse can’t be a justifica-

tion for its reconsideration.
Inhiswrittensubmissionsto

a three-judge bench headed by
Chief Justiceof IndiaNVRamana
on the question whether peti-
tions challenging Section 124A
(sedition) should be referred to
a five-judgeConstitution bench
in the light of the1962 ruling in
Kedar Nath Singh vs State of
Bihar, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehtapointedout that the said
ruling “is a Constitution bench
judgment and is binding on a

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

JAGDEEPSINGHDEEP
&JAGPREETSINGH
SANDHU
MOHALI, CHANDIGARH,MAY7

HOURSAFTERaMohalicourtis-
sued a non-bailable warrant
against him, Delhi BJP leader
Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga was
grantedreliefbythePunjaband
HaryanaHighCourt,whichheld
an urgent hearing late on
Saturdaynight.
“TheHChasgrantedrelief to

Bagga,andhasorderednocoer-
civeactionshallbetakenagainst
himtill thenexthearingonMay
10,”saidBagga’scounsel,Senior
Advocate AnilMehta,who filed
thepleaseekingastayonthear-

rest warrant. Bagga’s petition
seeking quashing of the FIR
againsthimis listed forMay10.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MAY7

TENWEEKS into theRussian in-
vasion of Ukraine, the United
Nations Security Council issued
its first Presidential statement
earlySaturday—adoptedbycon-
sensus,includingRussia—which
didnotmention“war”,“conflict”
or“invasion”. Instead, it referred
totheconflictasa“dispute”.
This is UNSC’s first unani-

mouslyadoptedstatement,and
it is significant that it tookplace
under US presidency— it holds
the rotational presidency of the
UNSC for May — and Russia
came on board with the lan-

guage widely perceived to be
significantly “watereddown."
This statement comes as

Russianforcesrenewedtheirat-
tacks Saturday across Ukraine
ahead of Victory Day festivities
inMoscowMonday.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI,MAY7

FORBAHADURPrasad,whoheld
thecountry’soldesttrackrecord
tillSaturdaymorning,thebreak-
ing news he received via a
WhatsAppmessage inVaranasi
endedathree-decade-longwait.
ArmymanAvinashSablehad

broken Prasad’s 5,000 metres
nationalrecord,clocking13min-
utes and 25.65 seconds in San
Juan Capistrano, USA, finishing
12th in a high-quality field
which included two Olympic
medallistsonFriday.Forthefor-
mer Asian Athletics
Championship silvermedallist,
the racewas all about the clock
rather thanapodiumfinish.
Sable, 27, from drought-

proneMadhva village in Beed,
Maharashtra, iswell-known for
erasing age-old records. The
TokyoOlympianhasbrokenthe
3,000-metre steeplechase
recordseventimes.Thefirsttime
his name entered the record
books in thisevent,heerased

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

India’s oldest
track record
falls: 5,000m has
new champion
after 30 years

AvinashSableafterbreaking
therecord. SAImedia

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI,MAY7

OVER100pilgrimsheldprayers
for a few hours Fridaymorning
at the ASI-protected Martand
Sun Temple ruins in Anantnag
districtof JammuandKashmir.

Guardedbysecurityperson-
nel provided by the district ad-
ministration,thepilgrimssaton
a stoneplatformamid the ruins
of the ancient temple of Surya,
reciting fromHindu scriptures
andtexts.
The 8th century templewas

said to have been destroyed
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

THEFIRSTUNSCstate-
mentontheconflict is
seenasastartingpoint for
talks.Whiletherewillbe
criticismoverthelan-
guage, itcouldofferroom
fordiplomacy.

GettingUS,
Russiaon
samepage

Councilendorses
Secy-General’s
efforts; Indiacalls
foreasingfoodaid

UNSCdilutesstatement
onUkraine, openswindow

With security, pilgrims
pray at ASI-protected
temple ruins in Valley

Thedressrehearsal for the
VictoryDayparade in
MoscowonSaturday.AP
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Birla Institute of Technology & Science, Pilani
Pilani | Dubai | Goa | Hyderabad
BITS Pilani, Pilani, Rajasthan 333031

For further details scan
the QR code or visit:

www.bitsadmission.com/hd

Academic –
Graduate Studies
& Research Division
BITS Pilani

Take the
bignext
step”
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Admission to

2022-23
Program

now open
BITS Pilani offers UG, PG, and PhD programs to over 17,000 students
across its campuses in Pilani, Goa, Hyderabad, Mumbai and Dubai. BITS
Pilani has been recognised as an Institution of Eminence by the Ministry of
Education, Government of India in 2020.
BITS Pilani has been ranked among the top 300 in QS World University
Graduate Employability Rankings 2022 and within the top 8 in India.
In the NIRF 2021 rankings, BITS Pilani has been ranked 3rd in Pharmacy,
17th in the University category and 26th in Engineering. In QS Asia
University Rankings 2021, BITS Pilani has been ranked 194th, only private
institute from India in the Asia Top 200, and at 18th in India. The Institute
has secured over ₹375 crore as external research grant in the last 5 years.
Recent studies have identified BITS Pilani at #3 in terms of number of
Indian start-ups founded by the graduates of an institute. Currently there
are 12 BITSian Unicorns and 1 Decacorn. There are over 7500 BITSian
founders and co-founders of enterprises.

BITS Pilani invites applications for admission to its 4 Semester,
on-campus M.E. programs (in Biotechnology, Chemical, Civil,
Communication, Computer Science, Design Engg., Embedded
Systems, Manufacturing Systems, Mechanical Engg., Microelectronics,
Software Systems and Sanitation Science, Technology and
Management). Applications are also invited for admission to the 4
Semester M.Pharm programs for the year 2022 – 2023.
The computer-based online BITS HD test will be held on July 2 and 3,
2022 at various centers mentioned in the website.

Eligibility Criteria
A minimum of 60% for M.E./ M.Pharm. in the qualifying examination.

Financial Assistance
Candidates admitted will be eligible for a stipend/ fee waiver of around
₹13,400 per month.
For details of campus-wise offerings, program-wise eligibility, admission
modalities, HD Test, syllabus and financial assistance, please refer to
www.bitsadmission.com
The deadline for submission of admission form online is 1700 hrs.
on May 29, 2022.
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KEDARNATHSINGHVSBIHAR

Bagga inDelhi lateonFriday.
PraveenKhanna

Hours after warrant,
Bagga gets Punjab HC
relief: No coercive
action until May 10
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UNSC
India is a non-permanent

memberof theUNSC. Initsstate-
ment,itmadetwoimportantand
newformulations:First,itsaidthat
“diplomacywillbealastingcasu-
alty”.
“India remainson the sideof

peaceandthereforebelievesthat
therewill benowinning side in
this conflict andwhile those im-
pacted by this conflictwill con-
tinue to suffer, diplomacywill be
a lasting casualty,” India’s
PermanentRepresentativeat the
UN TSTirumurti had said early
Friday.
Second,itsaidthathumanitar-

ian aid toUkraine shouldnot be
subjecttofoodexportrestrictions.
SourcessaidthatwhiletheWorld
FoodProgramme’s aid is exempt
fromtaxes,aidbyindividualcoun-
tries,includingIndia,isbeingsub-
jected to taxes. This should not
happen,sourcessaid.
Tirumurti said, “Oil prices are

skyrocketingandthereisshortage
of foodgrainsand fertilizers. This
hashaddisproportionate impact
ontheGlobalSouthanddevelop-
ing countries.We acknowledge
theeffortsmadebytheSecretary
General, particularly the findings
of Global Crisis ResponseGroup
TaskTeam.Wewelcometheirrec-
ommendationforexemptingpur-
chasesoffoodbyWFPforhuman-
itarianassistancefromfoodexport
restrictionswithimmediateeffect.
Itisimportantthatsimilarsuchex-
emptionsareprovidedtoallmem-
berstatesandrelevantstakehold-
ers,whoare contributing to this
globalhumanitarianeffort.”
TheUNSC’s first statement,

which was adopted, said the
SecurityCouncil “expressesdeep
concern regarding themainte-
nance of peace and security of
Ukraine” and “recalls that all
memberstateshaveundertaken,
under theCharter of theUnited
Nations, the obligation to settle
their international disputes by
peacefulmeans.”
Thefour-linestatementdidnot

mention theUS-ledWest’s de-
scriptionof events inUkraine—
war,invasion,orconflict—nordid
itmention“specialmilitaryoper-
ation”,asRussiadescribesit.
Russia,whichhasvetopower

inthecouncil,hasblockedallpast
attempts to adopt apresidential

statementor a resolutionwhich
requiresunanimity.
Sources said that thiswas the

“compromise language” reached
afterweeks of negotiations. The
UNSCalsoexpressed“strongsup-
port” for the “efforts” of theUN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres’s efforts to findapeace-
ful solution to the10-week “dis-
pute.”ItcalledonGuterrestobrief
members“induecourse.”
Guterreshad recently visited

MoscowandKyiv and hadmet
RussianPresidentVladimirPutin
and Ukraine’s President
VolodymyrZelenskyy.
While he had got a deal for

evacuation of civilians from the
south-eastern port city of
Mariupolwhichisundersiegeand
theAzovstalsteelplantwherethe
lastUkrainian forces areholding
out, thisdilutedUNSCstatement
isanefforttocalmdowntemper-
aturesandgetthewarringsidesto
starttalking,sourcessaid.
This is also important for the

UNSecretaryGeneralsincetheUN
has been seen asmarginalised
amid the conflict in theheart of
Europe.
After the UNSC statement,

Guterres said, “Today, for the first
time, the SecurityCouncil spoke
with one voice for peace in
Ukraine…AsIhaveoftensaid,the
worldmust come together to si-
lencethegunsandupholdtheval-
uesoftheUNCharter.”
Norway and Mexico had

draftedandmovedthestatement.
Thelanguageoftheresolution

isinsharpcontrasttoearlierones
passedattheUN.Forexample,on
March2,theUNGeneralAssembly
hadvoted141-5with35absten-
tions in favourof a resolutionde-
manding an immediateRussian
cease-fire, withdrawal of all its
forcesandprotectionforcivilians.
ByasimilarvoteonMarch24,

it approved a resolution 140-5
with 38 abstentions blaming
Russiaforthehumanitariancrisis
inUkraineandurginganimmedi-
ate cease-fire andprotection for
millionsofciviliansandthehomes,
schools andhospitals critical to
theirsurvival.
TheGeneralAssembly voted

byasmallermargin--93-24with
58abstentions--onApril7tosus-
pend Russia from the Geneva-
basedHumanRightsCouncil, the
UN’s leading rightsbody, overal-

legations of horrific rights viola-
tions by Russian soldiers in
Ukraine,which theUnitedStates
andUkraine have called tanta-
mounttowarcrimes.

Bagga
JusticeAnoopChitkaraof the

Punjab andHaryanaHighCourt
held thehearingathis residence
lateonSaturdaynight.
“Wearenotexecuting thear-

rest warrant till May 10," said
PunjabAdvocateGeneralAnmol
RattanSidhu.“It isontheconces-
sionbythestategovernment.We
toldthecourtthattherewasnour-
gencytoarresthim.Hence,wecan
waittillTuesday,”saidSidhu.
The court in its order said,

“Given the statement of the
learnedadvocategeneral,Punjab,
letthepresentapplicationbelisted
alongwiththemaincaseonMay
10…and no coercive steps be
takenagainstthepetitionertillthe
nextdate.”
Thiscameadayafteranoper-

ation to arrest Bagga pitted the
PunjabPoliceagainst their coun-
terpartsinDelhiandHaryanaand
ledtoapoliticalslugfestbetween
theBJPandAAP.
Earlier in theday, theMohali

courtdirectedthepolicetoarrest
Baggaandproducehimbefore it.
“It is necessary in the interest of
justice to issuenon-bailablewar-
rantsforaccusedTajinderPalSingh
Bagga,whoisevadingarrest,inor-
dertofacilitatetheinvestigation,”
thecourtofJudicialMagistrate(1st
class)Ravtesh Inderjit Singhsaid,
andpostedthematterforMay23.
Thewarrantwasissuedincon-

nection with a case registered
againstBaggainMohalionApril1,
alleginginflammatorypostsinthe
mediaandonTwitter. This is the
same case inwhich hewas ar-
restedfromhisDelhiresidenceon
Fridaymorning.
The courtwas also told that

Baggahadbeenservedfivenotices
bythepolicebuthadfailedtojoin
theinvestigation.
In its order, theMohali court

saidDSP,City-1,Mohali,Sukhnaaz
Singh, informed the court that a
petition toquash the FIR against
Baggawas pending before the
HighCourtforMay10.Hetoldthe
courtthereisnostayonBagga'sar-
restnorhashefiledanyanticipa-
torybailapplication.
Healsoinformedthecourtthat

ahabeas corpuspetition filedby
theStateof Punjabwaspending
beforetheHighCourt forMay10,
which is connectedwith the FIR
againstBagga.
Baggawas arrested fromhis

Janakpuri residence inDelhi on
Fridaymorning,butthejourneyto
takehimtoPunjabwascut short
withpolice inHaryanaintercept-
ing thePunjabPolice convoy, the
Delhi Police filing an FIR against
Punjabpersonnel for abducting
Bagga, andeventuallymanaging
to bring Bagga back from
KurukshetratoDelhi.
The Punjab Police told the

courtonSaturday that the inves-
tigatingteamarrestedBaggafrom
hishouse,andintimatedhisfather
of thearrest.DSPKuljinderSingh
alongwith thepolicepartywent
to Janakpuripolicestationtogive
necessaryintimation,butnoDDR
(daily diary register) entrywas
made by the police station, the
courtwastold.
“Whenpolicepartywasbring-

ingaccused, soastobeproduced
beforethecourtatMohali,thepo-
lice party was stopped by
Kurukshetrapoliceandtheytook
thepoliceparty topolice station
ThanesarSadar.Atabout2:30pm,
ParshantGautam, IPS,Additional
DCP-1, West New Delhi, came
alongwithpoliceforceandgotthe
accusedreleasedforciblyandille-
gally,” thePunjabPolice told the
court.
Regarding thehappenings at

Thanesar Sadarpolice stationon
Friday, thePunjabPolice told the
court that the DDR entry was
recordedthere.
ThePunjabgovernment filed

a habeas corpus petition in the
PunjabandHaryanaHighCourton
Fridayafternoon, challenging the
detentionof its police officers in
HaryanaandDelhi. Intheirstatus
reports,thetwostatesdeniedany
detention.
TheApril1caseagainstBagga

is based on a complaint by Dr
Sunny Singh Ahluwalia, AAP
Punjabspokespersonandpartyin-
charge of Anandpur Sahib Lok
Sabhaconstituency.TheFIRquotes
Ahluwalia as saying that com-
mentsmadebyBagga intheme-
dia andonTwitter amounted to
“criminalintimidation…tocause
violence… imminent hurt to
Arvind Kejriwal and other AAP
leaders in a pre-designed,well

planned, orchestratedmanner”.
Sections invokedagainsthim in-
clude IPC153-A (promoting en-
mity betweendifferent groups)
and506(criminalintimidation).
WhilePunjabPolicecomesun-

derthenewlyformedAAPgovern-
ment,HaryanaPoliceisunderthe
BJPgovernment,andDelhiPolice
under the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

Centre to SC
three-judgebench”.
Hearing a clutchof petitions

challengingtheConstitutionalva-
lidity of Section124A, the three-
judge bench of CJI Ramana and
JusticesSuryaKantandHimaKohli
hadwonderedwhether it has to
referittoafive-judgebenchinthe
lightof the1962rulingandasked
fortheviewsoftheCentreandthe
petitionersonthis.
Attorney General K K

Venugopal,too,hadsaidtherewas
noneedforanyreferenceandthat
KedarNathSinghisgoodlaw.
Saying thatno referencewas

needed,Mehta’snoteSaturdayar-
gued that theKedarNath Singh
verdictalreadyaddressedthekey
Constitutional principles. “The
five-judge bench read down
Section 124A only to bring it in
conformitywithArticle14(equal-
ity), 19 (free speech) and21 (life
andliberty)…Noreference,there-
fore,wouldbenecessarynorcan
thethree-JudgeBenchonceagain
examinetheConstitutionalvalid-
ityoftheverysameprovision”.
In1962,theapexcourthadup-

heldthevalidityoftheseditionlaw
while attempting to restrict its
scope formisuse. Ithadheld that
unless accompanied by incite-
mentoracallforviolence,criticism
ofthegovernmentcannotbecon-
struedasaseditiousoffence.
Thegovernmentsaidthat the

“ratio in Kedar Nath Singh has
beenanalysed, testedandelabo-
rated subsequentlyby” thecourt
“inseveralcases”, thelatestbeing
VinodDuavsUnionofIndia.
Inthatcase,atwo-judgebench

hadquashedtheseditioncasereg-
istered against journalist Vinod
Dua in Shimlaon thebasis of an
FIRover commentsmadeonhis
YouTube show criticising the
Centralgovernment.
“The bench of three judges

cannot reconsider the ratio of a
judgmentofaConstitutionbench
without referring thematter toa
largerbench,”thenotesaid.
Andaddedthateven“foraref-

erence toa largerbench…itwill
be absolutely necessary for the
benchofthree...judgestorecordits
satisfactionthattheratioinKedar
Nath Singh is sopatentlywrong
that itneedsreconsiderationbya
largerbench. Thebenchof three
Hon'bleJudgescannotitselfdecide
whether Kedar Nath Singh is a
goodlawornot”.
“Instancesoftheabuseofpro-

visionwouldneverbea justifica-
tiontoreconsiderabindingjudg-
ment of theConstitutionbench.
Theremedywouldlieinprevent-
ing suchabuseonacase-to-case

basis rather thandoubtinga long
standingsettledlawdeclaredbya
Constitutionbenchsinceaboutsix
decades (ago)”, thewritten sub-
missionsaid.
It, however, added that if this

argumentisnotacceptabletothe
court,thenthethreejudges“may
not examine the challenge to
Section124Aandmayreferittoa
larger bench for consideration
whether KedarNath...needs re-
consideration”.
Tracingcaselawsonthetopic,

Mehta’snotesaidthat“wherethe
pointof lawhasbeensettledbya
series of decisions andhasbeen
consistently applied over a long
periodof time, shouldnotbede-
parted from (even by larger
Benches or by a superior court)
merelyonthegroundthatanother
view is possible. It is submitted
that the court, considering the
long-standing view,will have to
carefullydecidewhennottointer-
ferewithasettledpositionof law,
andwhentointerfereinspiteofa
long-settledposition”.
The petitioners had argued

that the three-judge bench can
strikedowntheprovisionbygiv-
ingcogent reasonswhy it cannot
followtheConstitutionbenchrul-
ing. But the Centre said this is
“patentlywrong.”
“It is onlyabenchof co-equal

strengththatcandisagreewiththe
judgment of the Constitution
Benchwhilerecordingcogentrea-
sonsastowhytheearlierbinding
ConstitutionBenchjudgmentisso
patentlywrongthatitneedstobe
reconsideredandthereafterrefer
ittoevenalargerbenchforre-con-
sideration”, the government
added.
Section124Ahasbeenat the

centreofacontroversyamidalle-
gations that it has been
weaponisedby various govern-
mentstosettlepoliticalscores.
Under thisSection, “whoever,

bywords, either spokenorwrit-
ten,orbysigns,orbyvisiblerepre-
sentation,orotherwise,bringsor
attempts to bring intohatredor
contempt, or excites or attempts
toexcitedisaffectiontowards,the
Governmentestablishedbylawin
[India],shallbepunishedwithim-
prisonment for life, towhich fine
maybeadded,orwith imprison-
mentwhichmayextendto three
years,towhichfinemaybeadded,
orwithfine.”

Press clubs
AsiaforaperioduptoJuly31,2022.
"Youare, therefore, requested

tofindasuitableaccommodation
andarrangetovacatetheaforesaid
houseonorbefore31stJuly,2022,”
itstates.
ThenoticesenttothePresident

of the Foreign Correspondents'
Clubwasmarked to theMinistry
of Information&Broadcasting.
Asimilarnoticehasbeensent

to IWPC about BungalowNo. 5,
WindsorPlace.Addressed to the
IWPC President, it states: “You
are…requested to findasuitable
accommodation andarrange to
vacate theaforesaidhouseonor

before31stJuly,2022.”
A seniorhousingministryof-

ficial,requestinganonymity,said:
“Thetenuresofboththeclubshave
beenfornearlyoveradecadenow
and their tenures are ending on
July31.Wehaveaskedthemtova-
cateandlookforotheraccommo-
dations.”
ShobhnaJain,President,IWPC,

said, “It’s a routine procedural
thing.Wehavebeengivenanex-
tension. The letter says that the
governmenthasapprovedinprin-
ciple the lease renewal for three
months.Weareintouchwiththe
authorities.Wewillrequestthem
tomake it (the lease renewal) for
a longer period. For the past 25
yearswehavebeengettingthese
leaserenewals.”
Theleasewasrenewedlast in

2018forthreeyears,shesaid.“The
governmentisgivingusrenewals
andwearequitehopefulthatthis
year toowewill get the lease re-
newed for a longer period,” she
said.
On the line that talks about

findingasuitableaccommodation
andarrangingtovacatethe“afore-
saidhouse”, Jain said, “That’s the
standard format, because if lease
isbeinggivenforthreemonths, it
willhavetobevacatedafterthree
months. That’s a routine proce-
duralthing.Inthemeanwhile,you
gettheleaserenewedforalonger
period.”
Munish Gupta, President,

Foreign Correspondents’ Club,
said, “Wehavenot received any
such letter or information as on
date.”
Lastmonth,theDirectorateof

Estates (DoE)undertookanexer-
cise tovacatebungalowsallotted
to a number of Unionministers
duringtheirtenures.ItevictedMP
ChiragPaswan fromabungalow
allottedtohisfather,lateRamVilas
Paswan; BJP MP Ram Shankar
Katheria from7Moti Lal Nehru
Marg;UnionministerPCSarangi
from10PanditPantMarg;andfor-
merEducationMinisterRamesh
Pokhriyal Nishank from 27,
SafdarjungRoad.

Valley temple
during the ruleof Sikandar Shah
Miribetween1389and1413.
Videoclipsof theeventmade

the rounds of socialmedia. The
contingent carried a saffron flag
withOmwrittenonit,aswellasa
Tricolour. Chanting ‘Har Har
Mahadev’, the pilgrims blew
conches.
Armed security personnel

walkedwith them, andcouldbe
seenstandingaroundthepilgrims
as some sat on a stoneplatform
andrecitedtheHanumanChalisa
and verses from theGita,while
others sat on the grass and
watchedtheproceedings.
MonumentsunderASIprotec-

tionarenotopenforprayersbyany
communityunless suchprayers
werebeingheldat the site at the
time it was taken over by the
Central archaeological body. A
sourcefamiliarwiththefunction-
ingoftheASIsaidnoprayerswere
allowedat anyplace ofworship
thatwas in ruinswhen thebody
tookchargeof it.
The leader of the contingent,

Maharaj Rudranath Anhad
Mahakal,whosaidheheadsare-
ligiousbodyinKarauliinRajasthan
calledRashtriyaAnhadMahayog
Peeth, said he had emailed the
District Commissioner's office
abouthis plan toholdprayers at
theMartandtemple,butgotnore-
sponse.
“Wedecidedtogoaheadwith

our plan. Instead of just talking
aboutthesethings,weshouldact.
From the site,when I called the
DistrictCommissioner,hesaidhe
had no prior intimation of our
karyakram.Hesaid it isnotasafe
areaandsent a force forourpro-
tection,”Rudranathsaid.
May6waschosenasthedate

as itwasShankaracharya Jayanti,
themahantsaid,andmarkedthe
commemoration of Adi
Shankaracharya'svisittoKashmir.
Hesaidlikethesaint-philosopher,
themissionofhisgroupwasalso
tofreepeoplefromtheviolencein
Kashmirbyspreading the"gyan"
of"Bharatiyasanskriti".
Thegroup,hesaid,wasat the

Martandtemplefromabout8am
tonoon.
TheDivisionalCommissioner

of Kashmirwasnot available for
comment and the District
Commissionerdidnotrespondto
phonecallsandtextmessages.
AsourcesaidKashmirwasre-

ceivingmanytouriststhisyear,and
theMartand temple site,which
featured in Bollywood films
Haider andAandhi,wasabig at-
traction.
The source said tourists of all

faiths flock to the ruins, and to a
functioningShiva templenearby
inMattan,anditwasnotunusual
forHindu tourists to sit on stone
platformson thegroundsof the
templeandofferprayers.Hesaid
prayerswerenotallowedinthein-
nerareasoftheruins.
While the Shiva temple at

Mattan is an important stop for
Amarnathpilgrims,thisisthefirst

timeMartandhasseenanorgan-
ised attempt at holdingprayers.
Rudranathsaidtheideabehindof-
feringprayerswasto “reviveMaa
Bharat”asKashmirwasher“head
andbrain”.
“There is terrorismand fear

overtheplace.IthasattackedMaa
Bharat'sheadandcausedabrain
haemorrhage.Sheisinacoma.But
shehasnot lost anyof her shakti.
Thiswas an attempt to cure her
andbringbackhershakti,”hesaid.
“Wewenttopurifytheplace,

just like we do a pooja for gri-
hapraveshbeforeweenteranew
house,”hesaid.
“Ifpressureiscreated,wecan

all go thereandabalancewill be
created, and there canbepeace.
Otherwise,ourhistorywilldisap-
pearandtherootswillbelostfor-
ever,” he said, expressinghisdis-
appointment that the "Surya
dhwaj" -- the flaghoistedby the
pilgrims --hadbeen takenoff as
soonastheyleft.
Rudranath said officials had

triedtoturnthemawayattheen-
trance itself, but thegroupstood
itsground."Ourprayerswereheld
insidethetemple,"hesaid,adding
that hewould return to hold a
"yagna".
RajeevSharma, aparticipant,

said the group comprised 101
Brahmins,mostly fromUP and
Rajasthan.

Steeplechase
GopalSaini’s37-year-oldmark.He
holds thenationalhalfmarathon
recordtoo.
Friday’s run at The Sound

Runningmeetwasexceptionalbe-
causeitwasonlyhissecondcom-
petitiveracein5,000metres.
“I see him going faster and

breakingmore records. All these
years, I wanted someone to go
faster thanme. It is not good for
athletics in a country if a record
standsfor30years. Iwanttocon-
gratulate Sable and tell him to
dreambig. I thinkhe is anexcep-
tional athlete,” said Prasad, a
Railways sportsofficial posted in
Varanasi.
Theoldest athletics record in

India is Shivnath Singh's 1978
markinthemarathon,aroadrace.
Prasad,now56,hadbrokenRaj

Kumar Ahlawat’s 10-year-old
recordwhenheclocked13:29.70
inBirminghamin1992.LikeSable,
Prasadwasalsoonarecord-break-
ing spree then. In less than three
weeksintheUK,herewrotethree
morenationalrecords--the3,000
metres twice and the1,500me-
tres.
Sable’sgrowthinathleticshas

been extraordinary. Till about
sevenyearsago,hewaspostedas
a havildar with the Army in
Siachen. Fromthe frigid cold, he
wastransferredtoasmallcanton-
mentinthedeserttownofLalgarh
Jattan,nearthePakistanborderin
Rajasthan.Theboywhowalked12
kilometres, to get to school and
back,gothisluckybreakwhenhe
was selected to join a training
groupforacross-countryraceor-
ganisedbytheArmy.
Fromachanceselectiontobe-

coming the country's best track
athletewiththreenationalrecords
inhisname,Sablehasmaderapid
strides.TheAthleticsFederationof
India(AFI)wantedhimtorunboth
the3,000metressteeplechaseand
the5,000metresatthenow-post-
ponedAsianGamesinChina.
“Wewantedtofieldhiminthe

steeplechaseandthe5,000metres
becausehewasamedalprospect,”
chief national coach
RadhakrishnanNairsaid.
Aimingtobagpodiumfinishes,

Sable shifted to thehighaltitude
Olympic training centre in
ColoradoSpringswithIndia’slong
distance coachScott Simmons, a
formerheadtrackcoachoftheUS
army.
Oneofthedrawbacksoftrain-

inginIndiawasthelackofastrong
groupofrunnerswhoSablecould
competeagainst.AttheFederation
CupinMarch,hewonhisfirst-ever
5,000metresraceandachieveda
meetrecord.
Forsomeonewhowasusedto

dominating the track at home,
Fridaywasadifferentexperience.
TokyoOlympicsgoldmedalwin-
ner in the 1,500 metres, Jakob
IngebrigtsenofNorway,won the
racewith a timing of 13:02.03s.
Sabletrailedduringtheracebefore
findinghis rhythmand finishing
12thoutof 23, aheadofOlympic
bronzemedallistinthe1,500me-
tres,JoshKerr.
Coach Simmons said Sable

wasnotfullypreparedfortherace.
“Hewasnervousandhadsecond
thoughts,becausehedidnothave
much time to train andacclima-
tise to the conditions. Buthedid
well, given the (lack) of prepara-
tion. This racewas important for
him. He defeated the Olympic
bronzemedallist,which ishuge.
Hewill get a lotmore confident
now,”hesaid.
Prasadishopingtohearmore

good news about Sable soon. "I
heldmultiplerecordsatonetime
and now I have none. It shows
Indian athletes are making
progress,”hesaid.
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DEEPSINGH
MOHALI,MAY7

DRSUNNYAhluwalia,whoisthe
complainant against Delhi BJP
spokespersonTajinder Pal Singh
Bagga, is an AAP activist and a
dentistbasedinPunjab’sMohali.
TheAAP in-charge of Anandpur
Sahibparliamentaryconstituency,
Ahluwaliahasheldvariousposts
intheparty’sPunjabunit.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

Ahluwaliasaidhehadjoinedthe
party in 2016 and has since re-
mained its activemember. He
saidhewastheAAPin-chargeof
Mohalipriorto2021andhasalso
remainedthePunjabAAP’s joint
secretary.Hedidhispost-gradu-
ation in dentistry in 2000 after
whichhehadstartedhispractice
as a dentist inMohali. He cur-
rently runs his clinic inMohali’s
Sector69,andisaspecialistinoral
andmaxillofacialsurgery.
JustifyingthePunjabcops’bid

toarrestBaggabasedonhiscom-
plaint, Ahluwalia saidBaggawas
“controversial, an attention-
seeker” and a “trouble-maker”,
and that police of theAAP-ruled
Punjab were merely doing its
“lawful duty”. “However, the
wayHaryanaPolicewaylaid the
Punjab Police team at Kuruk-
shetrawhile theywere taking
BaggatoMohali,andthenhanded
over the latter toDelhi Police is
veryunfortunate,”hesaid.
Rejectingallegationslevelled

by the BJP, which rules the
CentreandHaryana,thattheFIR
against Bagga was a “political

vendetta”, Ahluwalia said he
hadfiledthecomplaintwiththe
Punjab Police’s Cyber Cell after
hesawtheDelhiBJPleader’s“in-
flammatorytweets”againstAAP
nationalconvenerandDelhiCM
Arvind Kejriwal. An FIR was
lodgedagainstBaggainthecase
under various IPC sections on
April 1.
“What is political in this;

Bagga had been booked for the
inflammatory posts he had
posted,suchpostscouldhurtre-
ligious sentiments among com-
munities.You just seehis record
—hewas also behind the plan-
ning of the attack on Kejriwal’s
residence,”Ahluwaliaalleged.He
saidpeople likeBaggashouldbe
booked as they are allegedly a
“threattocommunalharmony”.
Ahluwalia said he was in-

spiredbyKejriwaltojoinpolitics
and the AAP: “He has all along
beenpromisingtobringachange
fromthe traditional corruption-
ridden system of politics. I was
impressed with all the good
words Delhi people, be it a cab
driver or a commonmanon the
street,wouldsayabouthim.Ialso
liked the fact that he didn’t look
orbehave likeatypicalneta.”
Maintaining that his com-

plaintagainstBaggawasa“spon-
taneousoutpouring”ofhisanger
againsthim,Ahluwaliasaid,“No
one goaded me to lodge this
complaint, least of allmy party.
ButIcouldn’tsufferBaggaandhis
remarksany longer.Howcanhe
say things like ‘humKejriwal ko
jeene nahi denge (we’ll not let
Kejriwal live)’.”

HIGHWAYDRAMAOVERBJPLEADER’SARREST

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI,MAY7

MULTIPLEDAILY diary (DD) en-
tries were filed by the Punjab
Police at Sadar Thanesar police
stationinHaryana’sKurukshetra,
inwhich they have alleged they
were forcibly stopped by the
HaryanaPolicearound10.40am,
held hostage for around five
hours, before the Delhi Police
forciblytookDelhiBJPspokesper-
sonTajinderPalSinghBaggafrom
theircustody, it is learnt.
The Haryana Police, on the

other hand,mentioned in a DD
entry that Delhi Police showed
all legal documents and took
Bagga’scustodyaftertakingcon-
sent fromthePunjabPolice.
Sources said that Janakpuri

police station in Delhi, near
Bagga’s home, first received a
PCR call at 9.10 am inwhich his
father,PreetpalSinghBagga,said
that some people from Punjab
Police had come and abducted
Bagga.“AnotherPCRcallwasre-
ceived at 9.29 am from a police
personnel,whosaidheisposted
with the Punjab Police and that
hehadcomewithhisDeputySP

to Janakpuri police station to
make a DD entry regarding
Bagga’sarrest,”aseniorpoliceof-
ficer said.
An officer said that after the

arrival of Punjab Police at
Janakpuripolicestation,officers
fromDelhi came to know that
anotherteamhadalreadypicked
up Bagga from his house and
they were heading to Mohali.
“Information of his arrest was
immediatelysharedwithsenior
officersatDelhiPoliceheadquar-
ters, but initially there was no
clarity on the next step, and
PunjabPolicewasalreadyonthe
way. Amessagewas then con-
veyed from the top brass to in-
tervenesinceBagga’sfatherhad
also filed a kidnapping com-
plaint, and amessage from the
control linewas flashed at 9.42
am for the Punjab team to be
stopped,” theofficer said.
Sources told The Indian

Express that the Haryana Police
filedafirstDDentryat10.40am,
mentioning that they had
stopped the vehicles of Punjab
Police atKhanpurKolianvillage
after receiving amessage from
theDelhi Police. “In anotherDD
entry filed at 12.40 pm, they
mentioned that they took the

team and Bagga to Sadar
Thanesarpolicestation,andfiled
anotherDDentryat2.40pmaf-
tera teamof theDelhiPolicear-
rived,” a sourcesaid.
“As per the third DD entry,

filed at 3.30 pm, the Haryana
PolicestatedthatateamofDelhi
Police had arrived and showed
legal documents, including a
searchwarrantissuedbyaDelhi
courttoSHOJanakpuri,tolocate
Bagga,” thesourcesaid.
At4.24pm,anAdditionalDG-

rank officer of the Punjab Police
arrived at the police station and
the Punjab Police filed aDD en-
try at 5 pm. “They stated that
theywere stopped by Haryana
Police for around two hours
without being provided any in-
formation. They also stated that
they were held hostage, and
withouttheirconsent,Baggawas
takenaway forciblyby theDelhi
Police,” thesourcesaid.
Meanwhile, Delhi Police has

deployedtwopersonneloutside
Bagga’s Janakpuri residence.
“WehavebeenaskedbyaDelhi
court...andBaggahasexpressed
apprehensions over his safety
andsecurity.Wewillmakenec-
essary security arrangements,”
saidaseniorpoliceofficer.

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI,MAY7

MAJOR RAGHUNATH Ahlawat
(34)whodied inUri,Baramulla,
on Thursday, was laid to rest at
theBrarSquarecrematoriumin
Delhi Cantonment on Saturday.
He was part of the 3 PARA
(Special Forces) unit and had
joined the IndianArmy in2012.
His family is fromDwarka.
Hewas to soon take up the

Defence Services Technical Staff
Course, said his father, Brigadier
DSAhlawat,whoretiredfromthe
JatRegimentof the IndianArmy.
The course is at the Military
InstituteofTechnology,Pune.
“Inanother15days,hewould

have been out... He had an acci-
dentalfallandsustainedinjuries.
There was a very narrow track
leadingoveracliffandheslipped
there. Thiswas close to the Line
of Control and hewas part of a
military operation thatwas be-

ingcarriedoutthere.Hismortal
remains were brought back to
Delhi on Friday by a special Air
Force aircraft from Srinagar,”
BrigadierAhlawat said.
Raghunath was the fourth

generationinthefamilytobeas-
sociatedwith the Army, his fa-
thersaid.HestudiedattheArmy
InstituteofLawinMohalibefore
joining the Army. “He had the
optionof going to thecorporate
side.Heaskedmewhichwaydo
I go?Hewas an outdoorsy per-

son and went on to join the
Army,”Ahlawat said.
“Since I was in the Jat regi-

ment,hehadtheoptiontojoinit.
ButhewantedtojointheSpecial
Forces, which is very tough to
clear. He cleared probation and
wasveryhappywiththegroup.”

Raghunath was also an in-
structor at the Special Forces
Training School in Bakloh,
Himachal Pradesh, and was a
trained underwater diver, ac-
cording to an officer who
workedcloselywithhimanddid
notwant tobe identified. “After
being an instructor, he came
backtotheunitlastyear.Hewas
terrificandwasateamleader.He
could have gone on to be a
lawyer, but he chose to join the
Special Forces,” theofficer said.

Raghunathissurvivedbyhis
mother Dhara Ahlawat, and
Squadron Leader VinnyMalik,
his wife. “He was very good at
makingfriends.Weknewallhis
classmates and unit officers by
name, thoughwe have notmet
most of them till today. In fact,
thepilotwhobroughthimback
from Srinagar was also a class-
mate of his at the Army Law
Institute.Weknewhisfriendsby
their nicknames,” saidAhlawat,
who individuallygreetedall the

officerswhowereatthefuneral.
“The last timewe spoke to

himwas3-4daysago.Hismother
wouldprayeverydayforhimand
text him the RamNaam. When
themessagedidnotgetdelivered
thatmorning,shegotuncomfort-
able.Wegottoknowofhisdeath
at5pmthatevening,”hesaid.
Raghunath’s close friends

from the Army Institute of Law
were also at the funeral and
spokeof himasbeing a “gemof
aperson”.

Baggagreetshis fatheronhis returnhomeonFridaynight. PraveenKhanna

Delhi Police forcibly took Bagga
away: Punjab Police in DD entry

Behind complaint
against Bagga, an
AAP dentist: ‘Could
not stand remarks’

Preserve footage at Delhi, Haryana stations: Punjab cops

Delhi Police said
no hate speech at
Hindu Yuva Vahini
event, now file FIR

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY7

THE DELHI BJP Saturday asked
residents to alert it about
RohingyaandBangladeshis ‘liv-
ing illegally’ in their neighbour-
hoodoranypartof thecity, so it
can initiate ‘bulldozer action’
against them.
Delhi BJP president Adesh

Guptaallegedthataround5lakh
Rohingya andBangladeshis live
acrossthecity.“Bulldozeraction
shouldbetakenwhereverthese
people have captured our lands
illegally. No nationalist, deshb-
haktor anypersonbelonging to
anyreligionwillbeharmed,but
we should not let outsiders live
in our country,” said Gupta,
adding, “Bulldozer chalana
padega to chalayenge.”
“I appeal to all members of

the BJP and residents to come
forward and inform us about
Rohingya and Bangladeshis liv-
ingnearyourarea.TheMCDwill
take immediate action against
these encroached settlements

andestablishments.Wewillalso
seek help from the Delhi Police
fortheirinterventionandaction
against them,” saidGupta.
He also alleged that Deputy

Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
recentlyheldameetingwithall
MLAs and directed them to
provide security, housing,
Aadhaar card, water and elec-
tricity connection, ration and
other facilities to Rohingya and
Bangladeshisintheirconstituen-
cies for “vested interests”.
TheAamAadmiPartydidnot

respond to calls andmessages
seekingcomment.

Private university professor
suspended over exam question
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SLIPPED FROM A CLIFF AND FELL, SAYS FATHER

He studied law but chose to join Army: Kin of Major who died in Uri

MajorRaghunathAhlawat
was laid torestat theBrar
Squarecrematoriumin
DelhiCantt, Saturday.

Inform us of illegal
Bangladeshi, Rohingya
settlements: Delhi BJP

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY7

A PROFESSOR at Sharda
University in Greater Noida has
been suspended in connection
with an examination question
thatappearedinthefirst-yearBA
(Hons)Political Sciencepaper.
In the paper, on a subject ti-

tledPoliticalIdeologies,question
6 from section B read, “Do you
find any similarities between
Fascism/Nazism and Hindu
right-wing (Hindutva)?
Elaboratewith theargument.”

Asphotosofthepaperspread
online, college authorities took
cognizance of the incident and
tookactionagainst the faculty.
“Whiletheuniversityhascon-

stitutedathree-membercommit-
teeof senior facultymembers to
look intothepossibilityof bias in
thequestionsasked fromthe1st
year BAPolitical Science (Hons)
students,pendingthisinquiry,the
universityhassuspendedthefac-
ultyconcerned.Theuniversityre-
grets that such an incident has
takenplacethatmayhavethepo-
tential for fomenting social dis-
cord,” a statement issuedby the

universityonFridayread.
Theauthoritiesfurtherstated

that they are “totally averse to
any line of thought which dis-
torts the great national identity
and the inclusive culture inher-
ent inournationalethos”.
On Saturday afternoon, the

three-member facultymet fol-
lowingwhich the decisionwas
takentosendashow-causenotice
to the professor. The university
further added that the specific
questionwas foundprima-facie
“objectionable”andthatitwillbe
ignoredbyexaminersforthepur-
poseofawardingmarks.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY7

WITH THE Supreme Court ask-
ing it tohavearelookat theaffi-
davit that ruled out any hate
speechataneventorganisedby
the Hindu Yuva Vahini in Delhi
inDecember lastyear, theDelhi
Policehasnowtoldthetopcourt
that ithasregisteredacaseafter
examiningavideoof theevent.
“It is submitted that all links

giveninthecomplaintandother
material available in public do-
mainwere analysed. One video
containing audio and video
recording of the... programme
was found uploaded on
YouTube. After furtherminute
verification of thematerial, FIR
No. 0406 dated 04.05.2022 has
beenregisteredatpolicestation
OkhlaIndustrialArea,Southeast
(Delhi) district for offences un-
dersection153A,295A,298and
34 of the IPC,” the Delhi Police
said in an additional affidavit
filed incourtFriday.
Thebrief affidavitalsostates

that “investigationwill be car-
riedoutinaccordancewithlaw”.
Earlier,apetitionhadsought

aprobeintothe‘dharamsansad’
heldinHaridwaraswellasDelhi,
in response towhich the Delhi
Policefiledaninitialaffidavitrul-
ing out hate speech. Taking up
the affidavit on April 22, the
SupremeCourtaskedifanysen-
ior police officer had applied
their mind to it or had only re-
producedthereportoftheinves-
tigationcarriedoutbya sub-in-
spectorofOkhlapolice station
“Some superior officer has

seenit?Whohasverifiedit?Has
there been application of mind
astoif thisstandcanbetakenon
affidavit before the court?”
Justice AM Khanwilkar asked
AdditionalSolicitorGeneralKM
Nataraj, who appeared for the
Delhi Police. Nataraj responded
that “wewill have a relook and
filea freshaffidavit”.
Following this, the bench

permittedtheDelhipolicetofile
“abetteraffidavit”.
In its initial affidavit, police

said that it had investigated the
complaints about the Delhi
event and that “nohatewas ex-
pressed in the events at Delhi
against group, community, eth-
nicity, religionor faith”.
Police said it had received

three complaints alleging that
open callsweremade for geno-
cideofMuslimswith theobject
of achieving ethnic cleansing.
The complaints also referred to
a speech by Suresh Chavhanke,
editor of Sudarshan News, and
claimed that it contained in-
stances of what can be termed
hatespeech.
“All the... complaints were

consolidated and enquiry was
initiated” on them, it said,
adding:“Afterthatdeepenquiry
was conducted, evaluation of
video, etc, then the answering
respondentdidnotfindanysub-
stanceinthevideoasperallega-
tion levelled by the com-
plainants. In the video clip of
Delhi incident, there isnoutter-
ance against any particular sec-
tion,community...,”theaffidavit
said.
It added that the police, “af-

tercarryingoutpreliminaryen-
quiry on the aforesaid com-
plaints, and after examining
video linkandattachedvideo in
respectofhatespeechdelivered
at Delhi, found that no such
wordsasmentionedbythecom-
plainant in his complaint have
been used. There is no use of
such words which mean or
could be interpreted as ‘open
calls for genocideofMuslims in
ordertoethniccleansingoropen
callformurderofanentirecom-
munity’ in thespeech”.
Policefurthersaidthat“find-

ings of inquiry after visual and
audio examination of evidence
further disclose that speechdid
not contain any hate words
againstaparticularcommunity,
andpersonswhogatheredwere
therewiththemotivetosavethe
ethics of their community” and
that “in view thereof, the com-
plaintswereclosedvideenquiry
reportdated13.03.2022”.
The courtwill hear themat-

teragainonMay9.

BJPprotests
outsideCM
residence
New Delhi: Delhi BJP
leaders staged a protest
outside Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s resi-
dence in Civil Lines
Saturday, condemning
Tajinder Bagga’s arrest.
State BJP chief Adesh
Gupta, who was at the
protest,allegedthatwith
Bagga’s arrest, it was
clear that the AAP na-
tionalconvenerhadmis-
used the Punjab Police
for his personal benefit.
“What was Bagga’s
crime? He just sought
Kejriwal’sclarificationon
his remarks on (The
Kashmir Files). He was
not allowed to wear his
turbanduring thearrest.
BJP will not tolerate the
insulttotheturban,”said
Gupta.

Girl found
dead, juvenile
apprehended
Gurgaon: A juvenile was
apprehended for al-
legedlymurdering ami-
norgirlinGurgaon,police
said Saturday. According
to police, the incident
took place around 9.30
pm on Friday. In the FIR,
the girl’s father said that
after he returned from
work around 9 pm, his
daughtertookRs10from
himandwenttoanearby
shop to buy a fruit drink
but didn’t return. The fa-
ther, in the FIR, said, “I
went looking for her.
I saw that a neighbour
was bringing her on his
shoulders and she was
soakedinblood...”Thegirl
was rushed to a hospital
byherfamilyandthenre-
ferred to another
hospital, where she
died. Gurgaon Police
spokesperson Subash
Bokensaid:“Thejuvenile
wasapprehendedandall
legalformalitiesarebeing
conducted.”

Manbeaten
todeath
NewDelhi:A 20-year-old
manwasbeatentodeath
allegedly by a group of
over 10 peoplewho sus-
pected he was an in-
former. DCP Shankar
Chaudhary said the inci-
dent took place on April
23 and they arrested five
men and apprehended
four juveniles. Police said
three persons, including
twominors, are yet to be
nabbed.ENS

BRIEFLY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,MAY7

THE PUNJAB Police has filed an
applicationbeforethePunjaband
HaryanaHigh Court seeking di-
rectionstopreserveCCTVfootage
from Janakpuri police station in
Delhi and Sadar Thanesar police
stationinHaryana’sKurukshetra.
This comes a day after the

Punjab government filed a
habeascorpuspetitionintheHC

challengingtheallegeddetention
of its police officers in Haryana
and Delhi while theywere un-
dertaking an operation to arrest
BJP leader Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga.Inresponse,bothHaryana
andDelhi filed affidavits stating
that they had not detained any
PunjabPoliceofficer.
Themattercameupforhear-

ingonSaturdaybeforethebench
of Justice Gurvinder Singh Gill,
whoorderedtolistthematterfor
hearingonMay10.Thiscameaf-

terAdditionalSolicitorGeneralof
IndiaSatyaPalJain,whoisrepre-
senting the Delhi Police in the
matter,soughtmoretimetofilea
reply.Thebenchsaidintheorder:
“Statusreport/replybefiledonor
beforethenextdateofhearing.”
ThePunjabgovernmentalso

sought to implead the Delhi
PoliceCommissionerandCentre
as respondents in thecase.
The application filed by the

PunjabPoliceSaturdaystatesthat
footagefrombothpolicestations

needs to be preserved, and pro-
ducedbeforethecourt, foracor-
rectdecisioninthepresentcase.
Apart from the Punjab gov-

ernment’s habeas corpus peti-
tion, theHighCourtwill onMay
10 also hear a petition by Bagga
that seeks quashing of the FIR
againsthim.
TheApril1FIRagainstBagga

is based on a complaint by Dr
Sunny Singh Ahluwalia, AAP
Punjabspokespersonandparty
in-charge of Anandpur Sahib

LokSabhaconstituency.TheFIR
quotesAhluwaliaassayingthat
commentsmadebyBaggainthe
media and on Twitter
amounted to “criminal intimi-
dation... to cause violence... im-
minent hurt to Arvind Kejriwal
and other AAP leaders in a pre-
designed,wellplanned,orches-
trated manner”. Sections in-
voked against him include IPC
153-A (promoting enmity be-
tweendifferentgroups)and506
(criminal intimidation).

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,590 9,387
ICU BEDS 2,239 2,181

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
25,334

NOIDA
May6 May7

Cases 160 134
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 460 355
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 212
OXYGENSUPPORT 57
VENTILATORSUPPORT 4

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
18,92,832

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
May6 1,656 1,306 0 30,709
May7 1,407 1,546 2 29,821
Total 5955* 18,60,698 26,179 3,80,25,188
*Total active cases inDelhi

StateBJPheadAdeshGupta
saidtheMCDwill take
immediateaction

EXAM FEVER
Studentsstepoutafterappearingfor theCBSEboardexam.AmitMehra

FILESAPPLICATION INHC
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WEARE all aware of the famous quote
by Rudyard Kipling, “God could
not be everywhere, and there-

fore he made mothers.“ So true and so
authentic are these words.

As we all gear up to celebrate mother’s
day on 8th may this year, I would like to put
forth a few thoughts which will enlighten us
about the health of mothers prenatally, during
pregnancy and postnatally, as well as high-
light salient points to make the journey into
motherhood safe .

The first time a new born is placed in her
mother’s arms is a moment of joy – a joy that
every new mother should have the right to ex-
perience.With the right care,and guidance the ex-
perience, journey of being a mom can be a life-
time memory

The theme for mother’s day this year is ‘the
low status of a woman in her family and how she
deserves to be the boss of the house’

In fact an International Conference on Popula-
tion and Development in Cairo way back in 1994
reiterated that ‘The role of women as primary
custodians of family health should be recognized
and supported’.

Women's health status, like the health status
of everyone, depends on a many socioeconomic
and environmental factors.

Maternal health: Maternal health is an in-
dicator of global health. A healthy mother can
take on her educational responsibilities and fully
participate in economic and social life.

Maternal health and safe mother-
hood :

A healthy child needs a healthy mother . Pre-
natal and post-delivery maternal health is im-
portant for a mother’s physical and intellectual
well-being and attributes to her ability to give
loving, proper care to her child at birth and
thereafter.

Mothers play a essential role in the health and
the quality of life of their children, hence it is so

important to focus on maternal health during
pregnancy

What precautions should a lady take
prior to planning a baby ?

The journey starts even before you plan to
conceive ! Preconception care helps women
prepare for a healthy pregnancy, so as to de-
crease the risk of birth defects and other prob-
lems.

If you are planning a pregnancy, you
should consult your doctor for all the relevant
tests and investigations. This has become even
more important now as work pressures and
stresses of career fulfilment are increasing re-
sulting in increased age at the time of concep-
tion.Your gynaecologist will ask for a few basic
tests so that your journey into motherhood is
safe and happy. Folic acid supplements should be
added atleast 3 months prior to conception.

Preconception counselling of women's
lives identifies factors like health and nutritional
status of women and girls .

Antenatal care: It is important for expect-
ing mothers to have regular prenatal visits not
only to ensure the health of their unborn child,
but their own health as well, both during and
after pregnancy.

Prenatal care considers nutritional require-
ments of pregnant and lactating women,
weight gain during pregnancy, mothers' age

and number of children and interbirth interval,
maternal nutritional status, anemia, work and
women's health . It guides us to take remedial
actions aimed at improving the health of preg-
nant women .

Any prevailing health risks can be identified
and steps taken to prevent any ongoing health
problems can be taken well in time to try and
avert complications.

From regular check-ups to the labour delivery
room, prenatal care augments the health of the
mom to be and her baby . Post natal care :
Pregnancy, and like lactation, generates meta-
bolic changes and increases nutritional needs. A
woman's health status and, most of all her nutri-
tional status during pregnancy and delivery, condi-
tion her future health and ability to assume her
many tasks as well as the development of her
child.And once the baby arrives, post-partum care
can help everyone stay healthy.

Making motherhood safer is critical to sav-
ing newborns. Research shows that a significant
number of stillbirths and neonatal deaths could
be prevented if all women were adequately
nourished and received good quality care during
pregnancy, delivery, and the postpartum pe-
riod.3“

Don’t Overlook Your Maternal Health
The health of women and children is vital to

creating a healthy world. I would like to bring to
notice of so many women in this world that
regular health checks are so vital during preg-
nancy. World data informs us that every day,
approximately 800 women die from pre-
ventable causes related to pregnancy and
childbirth which are a result of complications
during and following pregnancy and childbirth
most are preventable or treatable. Other com-
plications may exist before pregnancy but are
worsened during pregnancy, especially if not
managed as part of the woman’s care.The ma-
jor complications that account for all maternal
mortality are :

severe bleeding (mostly bleeding after
childbirth)

infections (usually after childbirth)
high blood pressure during pregnancy (pre-

eclampsia and eclampsia)
complications from delivery
unsafe abortion.

Most are occurring in developing countries
How to prevent maternal morbidity
All women need access to high quality care

in pregnancy, and during and after childbirth.
Maternal health and new born health are closely
linked.

All moms to be should therefore understand
the importance of regular prenatal and antenatal
visits and regular check-ups and delivery under a
skilled health care provider .

Role of family : The physical, emotional,
and financial health of women and mothers in
particular linked to the support of the family
structure as well especislly in our country. Fa-
thers, too, play a key role in in the entire journey.

Role of policy makers : their role ensures
universal health coverage for comprehensive re-
productive, maternal, and newborn health care ,
by providing i access to health care services;
and improve quality of care and equity.

Conclusion
Anna Jarvis successfully organized the first of-

ficial Mother’s Day celebration in May of 1908.
We continue this tradition to this day. Mother-
hood has been never-ending task. It starts from
giving them their first morsel to eat, listening to
their childs first tantrum, helping them through
their first heartbreak, and being there for them
whenever they need her. Mother's Day cele-
brates the most generous and astonishing people
who pour sunshine into our days!

In conclusion I would like to say ‘A mother’s
love is the sun for growing, the moon for
dreaming, the stars for guiding the way.’

Wishing all mothers to be and all moms a
happy mother’s day !

Nurturing mother and child

ADVERTORIAL

Issued in Public Interest by Dr Bandana Sodhi

Speaking on Pre-conception,
pregnancy and post delivery care
Dr.Bandana Sodhi, MD, DNB
Senior Consultant (Obstetrics &
Gynaecology) Gyn Laparoscopic

Surgeon, Delhi, Ex faculty AFMC
,Pune,& Army Hospital (Research &
Referral) has emphasised on holistic

health care of women adding that
awareness is essential for the well

being of not only the women
concerned but also the family and

society as a whole.

THECITY

DELHIGOVTNODTOSTAYOPENTILL3AM

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY7

WELCOMINGTHEDelhigovernment's
decision toallowrestaurants andpubs
serving liquor to stay open till 3 am,
those in the industry said it will help
themrecoverthelossestheirbusinesses
have faced due to the pandemic.
Currently,restaurantscanstayopentill
12amandpubs till 1am.
While a formal order has not been

issued as of now, officials said it will
likelybeoutsoon.Thenewtimingswill
come into force once other depart-
mentsandstakeholderscomeonboard,
and an order is issued for operating
hours, saidofficials.Thegovernment is
also coordinating with agencies con-
cerned, like the Delhi Police, to imple-
ment thenewtimings.
Officials said it will help boost

nightlife,createmorejobs,andhelpthe
industryrecoverfromlossestheyfaced
duetothelockdownandrestrictionsin
thewakeof thepandemic.
“As part of our policy of ‘Ease of

DoingBusiness’andtobringsomecul-
tural and nightlife activity in the na-
tional capital, which will further en-
hance employment opportunities, the
Delhi government had approved the
New Excise Policy in November 2021,
allowing the operational timings of
restaurants up to 3 am in consonance
with the operational timings of NCR
citiesincludingGurgaonandNoida.The
final implementation is being coordi-
nated with other agencies including
Delhi Police,” as per a note by Deputy
ChiefMinisterManishSisodia.
Hailing thedecision, ZorawarKalra,

the owner of Farzi Café, Massive
Restaurants, said, “Itwill haveapositive
impact on the entire industry and the
economyof the city as all stakeholders
willbenefit.Thegovernmentbenefitsdue
to added tax andexcise collections. The
employeesbenefitduetoaddedshiftsre-
quiringadditionalpeople.Thecustomers
benefit as theyget vibrantnightlife and
the freedom to dine atwhatever time

they choose. And the industry benefits
duetothepotentialofaddedrevenue.”
Riyaaz Amlani, CEO of Impresario

HandmadeRestaurants,whichrunsen-
terprises like Social and SmokeHouse
Deli,saidthemovewouldnotonlypro-
motenightlifebutalsoboosttourism.“I
think it is a verywelcomemove and it
hasbeeninthepipelineforawhile.We
thank theDelhi government for push-
ingthisthrough.Thiswillnotjustmean
immediatebenefitofbetterbusinessto
abeleaguered industry,especiallyafter
Covid,butitwillalsogiveatremendous
leg up to tourism and make Delhi a
muchmore attractive destination for
peoplewhowanttostay,”hesaid.
“Any city in the world which has

fantastic tourism also has an amazing
nightlife. Themost visited cities in the
world — whether it be New York,
London, Dubai, Hong Kong— the one
thing they all have in common is the
nightlife,”headded.
Rahul Singh, Founder and CEO of

TheBeerCafé, said themovehadbeen
in theoffing for sometimeand thede-
cisiontoextendtimingswasnecessary
given the policies of the neighbouring
states. “This is what the Excise Policy
which came into effect on November
17,2021,alwayshadbutithadnotbeen
implemented...?”hesaid.

“Theentireindustryhasbeensobat-
teredduringCovid.Thisistheonlyway
tobounceback…Alotofpeoplemight
say — what about law and order?
There's24x7attheairportsandrailway
stations, do you see a law-and-order
problemthere?Themorepeoplethere
areonthestreets,themorevibrantit is.
Lawandorderproblemshappenwhen
there are no people on the streets, not
theotherwayaround,” saidSingh.
The extension of operating hours

wasmentionedinthenewDelhiExcise
Policy 2021. The policy also sought to
lowertheagefordrinkingfrom25to21.
However, the government and the ex-
cise department are yet to take a deci-
siononthematter.
Thenoteby Sisodia further directed

theexcisedepartmenttoensurerestau-
rateursdon’tfaceanyharassmentforop-
erating till 3 am. “In themeantime, the
ExciseDepartmentDelhi,forallpractical
purposes,toconsidertheclosingtimeof
restaurantsas3amandnorestaurateur
willbesubjecttoanyharassmentonac-
countofoperationupto3am,”itread.
Representatives of the National

Restaurant Association of India (NRAI)
had met Sisodia at his office on
Thursdayandrequested to implement
the policy and allow restaurants and
bars tostayopen longer.

Currently, restaurantscanstayopentill12amandpubstill1am.Whilea
formalorderhasnotbeenissuedasofnow,officials said itwill likelybe
outsoon.Archive

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,MAY7

AIMED TO boost revenue and
counter competition from Delhi,
liquor vends in urban areas in
Gurgaonwill have the flexibility to
operatefor24hoursafterpayingan
additional licence fee, as per the
Haryana government’s new excise
policy.
The excise policy for 2022-23

passedonFriday states that anyur-
banvend,which intends tooperate
beyond the stipulated time from 8
amto12am,canbeallowedonpay-
ment of an additional licence fee.
Officialssaidforanextensionof four
hours beyond the stipulated time,
25%of thevend’sannual licence fee
will have to be paid, and for an ex-
tensionofeighthours,apaymentof
50%of thesamewill be required.
Excise officials said the policy

had been framed keeping inmind
thecut-throatcompetitioninneigh-

bouringstates.AnuragRastogi,ACS,
Excise and Taxation Department,
Haryana, said, “The demand had
been raised by stakeholders. The
newpolicy has been brought to fa-
cilitate ease of doing business and
promote business activity and
nightlife.”
Jaiveer, the owner of Godara

Wines,saidthemovewillbea‘game
changer’ for retailers in Gurgaon,
who had lost a lot of business to a
price war set off by changes in
Delhi’s excise policy in recent
months.
“SinceNovemberlastyearwhen

Delhi’s new excise policy came in
andseveral liquorvendsinDelhiof-
fered discounts, Haryana’s liquor
vends have suffered substantial
losses. Several retailers had to cut
prices to compete with Delhi’s
vends.With this option of extend-
ing hours of sale through thenight,
a lot of business can come in from
neighbouringcities.”
Anil Pandey, the manager of

DiscoveryWines, said, “The policy
has just been announced. In the
shortrun,wecanexpectamarginal
increase in revenue and traffic to-
wards Gurgaon. In the policy, VAT
and excise duty have also been
slashed, so liquorpriceswill reduce
andrevenuewill bemaximised.”
Several retail vend owners said

that themove for extending hours
of sale at retail outlets in urban ar-
easwill alsocheck thesaleof spuri-
ous liquor in thedistrict.
Theexcisepolicyalsostatesthat

barsandpubscannowoperatetill8
am,anextensionof twohoursfrom
the previous policy. “The licenced
bars can remainopenup to2amin
the state on a normal licence. The
timingsof thesebar licensescanbe
furtherextendedupto8amonpay-
mentof anadditional annual feeof
Rs 20 lakh per annum,” said V K
Beniwal, deputy commissioner of
exciseandtaxation,Gurgaon(East).
“Bars and retail vends can now

havetheflexibilitytooperatelonger

afterpaymentofadditionalfee,”said
Beniwal.
Earlier, in Gurgaon, Faridabad

andPanchkula,barswereallowedto
remain open till 1 am, with a one-
hour extension on payment of an
additional annual fee of Rs 10 lakh
perannum.Thetimingsof thesebar
licenses could be further extended
up to 6 amon payment of an addi-
tionalannual feeof Rs20 lakh.
Meanwhile, the policy has

evokedmixedresponsesamongbar
owners.
ArvindKumar,operatingheadof

Chevron,afinediningrestauranton
Gurgaon-Faridabad road, said,
“Overall, the provisions of the new
policyarebeneficialforthefoodand
beverage industry and hospitality
sectors. But,with theDelhi govern-
mentplanning toallowrestaurants
and pubs to remain open till 3 am,
there will be a lot of competition.
Only a few luxury clubs and pubs
payfortheall-nightlicence.Inaway,
thebarswillnowbeopen24hours.”

Battered by pandemic,
bars, restaurants hail
move to extend hours

Gurgaon liquor vends welcome policy
to operate 24x7, call it ‘game changer’

New Delhi



6
THESUNDAYEXPRESS,MAY8,2022

GOVT& POLITICS
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

LIZMATHEW
&SANTOSHSINGH
NEWDELHI, PATNA,MAY7

LOOKINGtosecureasmanyvotes
as it can for thepresidential and
vice-presidentialelections,which
itisexpectedtoeasilywin,theBJP
has started reaching out to
friendly parties. Among the first
stopswas JD(U) leader andChief
MinisterNitishKumar in Patna,
withUnionministerDharmendra
PradhancallingonhimThursday
evening.
Thehush-hushmeetingwas

significant,asaplacatorygesture
towards Nitish at a timewhen
there is talk of growingdistance
between the JD(U) andBJP–en-
couragedbyboth sides – aswell
as talk that the veteran Bihar
leaderwouldbephasedoutofthe
state into a Central position, in-
cluding as vice-president of the
country.
“Not even the state unitwas

informedaboutPradhan'salmost

two-hourmeetingwith theCM.
Wehavebeen told itwaspart of
BJPeffortstomeetfriendlyCMsto
ensuretheirsupportforthepres-
idential and vice-presidential
elections,”asourceintheBiharBJP
said.
WhiletheNDAiscomfortably

placed for both the elections,
Oppositionpartieshaveindicated
theirintentiontoputupjointcan-
didates. Nitish has supported
presidentialcandidatesfieldedby
rivalpartiesearlier.In2012,hehad
supported the Opposition's
PranabMukherjee for President,
despitebeingapartoftheNDAat

thetime.In2017,whenhewasin
theGrandAlliancewith theRJD
andCongress,hechosetosupport
theNDAcandidate forPresident,
Ram Nath Kovind, instead of
Opposition’sMeiraKumar.
Sources said the decision to

send Pradhan for a one-to-one
discussionwithNitishwastaken
after consultations between
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
andBJPchief JPNadda.
AmongotherstheBJPisreach-

ing out to are the BJD and YSR
Congress Party,with sources in
the twoparties saying theywere

inclinedtovotewiththeBJP.“The
topleadershipisexpectedtosend
seniorministers to their CMs in
thecomingdays,”aleadersaid.
MPs in the Rajya Sabha and

LokSabhavote in thevice-presi-
dential election,which is due in
August, and theBJP-ledNDAhas
aclearedgeinParliament.
The electoral college for the

presidentialelection,tobeheldin
July,consistsofthe776MPsofthe
LokSabha(543)andRajyaSabha
(233), as well asMLAs of state
Assemblies and the Union
Territories of Delhi and
Puducherry. The total votes are
countedonthebasisoftheirvalue,
which varies fromstate to state,
withanUttarPradeshMLAcarry-
ingthehighestvaluefollowedby
MaharashtraandWestBengal.
The recent Assembly elec-

tions, inwhich the BJP put up a
spectacularperformanceinUttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,Manipur
andGoa,havecementedtheBJP's
edgeinthepresidentialelections.
OnBihar,BJPsourcessaid the

central leadership has beenun-
happyabout the reports emerg-
ing fromthe state. “Thenational
leadershipdoesnotwantstateBJP
leaders to create an impression
thattheBJPisdesperatetoreplace
Nitishwithanotherface.Thelead-
ership is innomood for changes
tilltheLokSabhaelections,”asen-
iorpartyleadersaid.
HepointedoutthatPradhan's

visit came soon after hints from
Nitish'scampthatUnionminister
Bhupendra Yadavwas pitching
fellowBJPleaderNityanandRaias
possible Bihar CM.Recently, Rai,
theMPfromUjiyarpurandUnion
MinisterofStateforHomeAffairs,
hosted lunch anddinner parties
over three days for BJP leaders,
ministersandjournalists.
AJD(U)leadersaidthattheBJP

appearstobetryingtoquashtalk
that something was cooking.
"Pradhanwascarryingamessage
fromDelhi for its ally. Probably a
message from J PNadda regard-
ing thevice-president andpresi-
dentelections,”theleadersaid.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY7

THE PRICE of LPGwas hiked by
Rs50percylinderonSaturdayin
the second such move in as
manymonths amid high inter-
national crude oil prices. Oil
marketing companies (OMCs)
hiked theprice of a 14.2-kg LPG
cylinder toRs999.5 inDelhi, up
from Rs 949.5 previously. The
OMCshadlasthikedthepriceof
LPG by Rs 50 per cylinder on
March22.
The price of LPG is linked

withinternationalpricesofLPG,
which have been rising as a re-
sult of supply concerns due to
theRussia-Ukraineconflict.
ThePriceofLPGhasbeenris-

ingconsistentlysinceNovember
2020with the price of a 14.2kg
cylinderinDelhirisingbyRs405
ornearly70per centduring the
period.
Asteadyincreaseincrudeoil

prices due to a recovery in de-
mandpost-Covidrelatedrestric-
tions, slow restoration of crude
oil production by oil-exporting
countries and the Russia-
Ukraine conflict have con-
tributedtotherisingLPGprices.
Theriseinpriceshascomeat

a timewhensubsidiesoncook-
ing gas have been removed for
most consumers. InMay 2020,
thegovernmenthaltedsubsidies
on LPGcylinders through its di-
rect benefit transfer scheme to
allconsumersbarringcustomers
in remote areas who face high
inlandfreightcostsfromportsto
bottlingplants.
Over 70 per cent of Indian

households used LPG as their
primarycookingfueland85per
cent had LPG connections in
march2020, according to study
by the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water
(CEEW).
Householdsthatcontinueto

usetraditionalfuelssuchasfire-
wood, charcoal and agriculture
residues along with LPG have
citedthehighcostofLPGasakey
reason for continuing theuseof
these fuels.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY7

ADAYafterUnionHomeMinister
Amit Shah had dinner at his
Kolkataresidence,BCCIpresident
SouravGangulyonSaturdaysaid
thatWest Bengal ChiefMinister
MamataBanerjee is “very close”
tohimandshewasalwaysthere
wheneverheneededanyhelp.
Speaking on the sidelines of

the inauguration of a private
hospitalinthecitywhichwasat-
tended by state minister and
KolkataMayorFirhadHakim,the
formerTeamIndia skipper said,

“EvenBobbyda (Hakim)has al-
ways responded to mewhen-
everIcallhim.Idon'tneedtosay
itagainbutheisalwaysavailable
for the people. He helps people
all the time.”
Sourav'swifeDonaGanguly,

whowasalsopresentontheoc-
casion,said,“It(AmitShah's)was
acourtesyvisit.Therewasnopo-
litical discussion. If something
happens thenpeoplewill get to
know about it. I don't know
whetherSouravwilljoinpolitics.
But if he does, hewill definitely
workforpeople.Hedoesa lotof
work for thepeopleevennow."
During his visit to Ganguly's

house, Shah, whosewhose son
JayShahishonorarysecretaryin
the BCCI, was accompanied by
BJP leaders Amit Malviya,
Swapan Dasgupta, state party
president Sukanta Majumdar
and Leader of Opposition in
AssemblySuvenduAdhikari.
Ganguly has always been

likedbypolitical leaderscutting
across political parties. Hewas
alsoclosetoformerWestBengal
CMBuddhadebBhattacharjee.
Also, before the 2021 state

Assembly elections, therewere
rumours that he may be BJP's
chiefministerialfacebutthatdid
nothappen.

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,MAY7

FROMHOSPITALITY studies to
yoga, twoyearsafterParliament
cleared Bills elevating three
higher educational institutions
teaching Sanskrit to the level of
central universities, an exercise
hasbeenlaunchedtomodernise
Sanskriteducationbyexpanding
thebasketof coursesonoffer.
Sources involved in the

process saidmosthigher educa-
tional institutions offering con-
ventionalcoursesonSanskritare
findingitdifficulttosustainthem-
selvespurelybasedongrantsre-
ceived from the government at
thelevelof theCentreandstates.
Themoveisalsointunewith

the National Education Policy
(NEP), 2020, which recom-
mendsthatSanskrituniversities
move towards becoming “large
multidisciplinaryinstitutionsof
higher learning”.
“Thevisionisgrandbutthere

has been very little progress on
that front so far," a source said.
The effort to persuade colleges
and universities to shed their
“compartmentalisedapproach”
was initiated on Saturday, with
heads of three central and state
universities offering courses on
Sanskrit coming together for a
three-dayconsultation inDelhi.
DayOnehadBJPpresidentJP

NaddaandchairmanofthePrime
Minister’s Economic Advisory
Council Bibek Debroy in atten-
dance. OnMonday, Education

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
willaddresstheconclave.
Prof Shrinivasa Varakhedi,

vice-chancellor,CentralSanskrit
University,Delhi,said:“Sanskrit
students need to have many

openings.Theyneednotbelim-
ited to pooja-path and teaching
positions. For instance, every
prominenthotelneedsindividu-
als with multiple skills. A
Sanskritstudentcandoubleasa

yoga instructor; as someone
who can speak to guests about
India's traditions, heritage, and
local culture.”
There are approximately

12,000studentsenrolledinvar-
ious campuses affiliated to
Central Sanskrit University,
Delhi. Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri
NationalSanskritUniversity,also
in Delhi, has around 3,000 stu-
dents, while around 2,500 stu-
dents come under National
SanskritUniversity, Tirupati.
These universities offer un-

dergraduate(orShastri)andpost-
graduate(Acharya)programmes.
As part of the programmes,

English is taught compulsorily,
alongwith a choice of elective
from among Political Science,
History, Economics, Sociology,

Hindi.“MostSanskrituniversities
at thestate leveldonotmeet the
standardssetbyUGCintermsof
facultystrengthorinfrastructure
to get funding,” an official ac-
knowledged,explainingtheneed
forthemtoturn“self-sufficient”.
TheUGC’sannouncementto

allow universities to offer dual-
degree programmes from the
next academic session has also
provided a ray of hope to
Sanskrit educators.
“At theconsultation,wewill

also discuss how best we can
utilise this opportunity to in-
crease the number of students
studyingSanskrit.Forexample,a
student pursuing BAMusic can
pickupacourseonsangeetshas-
tra formore depth in academic
curriculum,”Varakhedi said.

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,MAY7

INTWOsignificantrecommenda-
tions, the Delimitation
Commission has asked the
Central government to reserve
twoseats for 'KashmiriMigrants
(essentially Pandits)' aswell as
nominaterepresentativesofpeo-
ple displaced from Pakistan
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(PoJK) and settled in J&K, in the
Assemblyof theUnionTerritory.
While therewas no official

provision for reservation for
KashmiriPanditsintheAssembly

of theerstwhileJ&Kstate,parties
wouldensurethatat leastoneor
twomembers fromthecommu-
nity got elected to theHouse, in-
cludingfromtheMuslim-major-
ityValley,ornominatedthem.
In thecaseof thosedisplaced

fromPoJK though, thatwas not
the case. Instead, 24 seatsmeant
torepresentareasunderPakistani
occupationwere frozen in the
outgoingAssembly.
In the new Assembly, the

panelhassaid,theseseatsshould
continuetobesetaside,butsome
representatives of peoplewho
movedherefromPoJKshouldbe
nominatedtotheHouse.

Ofthetwomembersfromthe
KashmiriMigrantscommunityto
benominated to theHouse, the
panel has said that at least one
shouldbeawoman.Theywould
enjoypowersatparwiththoseof
nominated members in the
LegislativeAssemblyoftheUnion
TerritoryofPuducherry.
Thedemand formore repre-

sentation for them in the
Assemblyhasbeenalong-stand-
ingoneamongthePoJKdisplaced.
Unlikemigrant Panditswho can
votefortheAssemblyconstituen-
cieswhere they are registered
fromwherevertheycurrentlyre-
side, the PoJKdisplaced vote for

the J&K constituencies they are
registeredas electorate,with the
24seatskeptforthemvacant.
The population of displaced

persons fromPoJK in theUnion
Territory is estimated at 14 lakh,
withnearly7lakhofthemvoters,
saysRajivChuni,chairmanofSOS
International, an organisationof
DisplacedPersonsfromPoJK.“Our
demand was to defreeze one-
third of the seats reserved for us
andgetthemfilledbyallowingus
to vote at our present places of
stay to elect representatives for
ournativeareasinPOK,asallowed
forPandits,’’hesaid.Withthegov-
ernmentoptinginsteadfornom-

inationoftheirrepresentatives,it
should ensure that the selection
wasdonebythePresidentofIndia
andnotanybodyelse,Chunisaid.
Political observers anticipate

problemsonseveralcountsgoing
ahead. The reservation for
KashmiriMigrants, for example,
drawsadistinctionbetweenmi-
grantandnon-migrantmembers
of the Pandit community. This
could leadtodemands for repre-
sentationfrommembersofother
minoritycommunities likeSikhs
wholefttheValleyinthewakeof
militancy.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY7

THEINTRODUCTIONofaCPI(M)
candidate for the by-election at
ThrikkakaraseatinKeralainthe
presence of Catholic priests on
the premises of a church-run
hospital has snowballed into a
controversy for theLeft.
On Thursday, theCPI(M) an-

nounced its candidate, Dr Jo
Joseph, at LisieHospital inKochi,
whereheworksasacardiologist.
WhileDrJosephexplainedhisLeft
leanings, he was flanked by
CatholicpriestsandseniorCPI(M)
leaders, including P Rajeeve, a
minister.
CPI(M) leaders, their candi-

dateandCatholicpriestsinasin-
gle framebeforethemedia trig-
gered an uneasy debate that
CPI(M)issendingamessagethat
its candidate has the backing of
thechurch.
As involvement of church

headCardinalGeorgeAlencherry
in fixing the CPI(M) candidate
wasalleged,thechurchcameout
withaclarification:“Thebadin-
tention behind the allegation
could be understood,” said the
churchmediacommission inan
official release.
Opposition leader V D

Satheesan said the CPI(M) has
dragged the church to the elec-
tion controversy. “Therewas an
attemptonthepartofCPI(M)to
project itscandidateasachurch
nominee,”hesaid.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,MAY7

STATINGTHAThisactof obtain-
ingamining lease “doesnot en-
tail his disqualification as an
MLA”, JharkhandChiefMinister
HemantSoreninanaffidavitbe-
fore Jharkhand High Court has
statedthatthepetitionhasbeen
“caused”to“destabilisethedem-
ocraticallyelectedgovernment”.
This is for the first time that

Sorenhas comeon record to ex-
plainhisstandinthemininglease
controversy,inwhichhehasbeen
served a notice by the Election
Commissionof India(EC).
A petition was filed in

FebruarybyShivShankarSharma
ongrantingofstonechipsmining
leasetoSoreninRanchi lastyear.
ThepetitionerhadmovedHCfor
an“appropriatedirectiontopros-
ecute thechiefminister”, stating
that Soren had allegedly “mis-
used his office” in getting the
miningleaseinhisownname.
Soren holds themining and

environmentportfolio.
Hearing the matter for the

firsttime,abenchofChief Justice
Ravi Ranjan and Justice Sujit
Narayan Prasad had, on April 8,
saidthatitwasa“seriousmatter”
andhadissuedanoticetoSoren.

Inanaffidavit filedbefore the
courtonFriday,Sorensaid:“...my
act of obtaining amining lease
doesnotentailmydisqualification
as amember of the Legislative
Assemblyunderanylaw...Thewrit
petitionhasbeenfiledoutofper-
sonalanimosityandatthebehest
ofmypoliticalrivalswiththeulte-
riormotiveandmalafideintentof
maligningmeanddestabilising
thegovernment...”
Sorenstatedamerecompar-

isonof theallegations in thepe-
tition submitted by BJP and the
present writ petition would
show “both are similar...handi-
workof thesameperson”.
Clearing the air around the

lease, Soren stated in the affi-
davit: “The mining lease was
granted tome for a period of 10
yearsonMay17,2008. Ihadap-
plied for renewalof this lease in
2018buttheapplicationlapsed.
When the DC of the district
(Ranchi) inviteda freshapplica-
tion for the said mining lease
sometime in 2021, I applied to
hisoffice.Theleasewasgranted
andIdulyprescribedtheproce-
dure. Consent to Operate of the
subjectminingleasewasnotob-
tained and on February 4, I had
appliedforsurrenderof thesub-
ject lease before commencing
anyextraction.”

Ranchi: Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha(JMM),oneof theruling
alliances in Jharkhand, on
Saturday released a document
showingapurported“cleanchit”
givento Jharkhandcadre IASof-
ficerPoojaSinghalduringformer
CM Raghubar Das's tenure on
same allegations onwhich the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
conductedraidsinvariousplaces
linked toher.
Raids were conducted on

Friday at 18 locations in four
states,includingpremiseslinked
to state Mining Secretary
Singhal,aspartofED'sprobeina
case of money laundering in-
volving alleged diversion of
MGNREGAfundsbetween2006
and2010 inKhuntidistrict.

The JMM document stated
that a departmental inquiry on
alleged NREGA scam involving
suspendedJEBinodPrasadSinha
wasinitiatedbytheDepartment
ofPersonnel,Administrativeand
Rajbhasha in 2016 against
Singhal when she was Khunti
Deputy Commissioner. The in-
quirywasconductedbyasenior
IASofficerwho,inareportdated
February 27, 2017, said that the
allegationswerenotprovedand
Singhalwas “free of all charges”
and departmental inquiry initi-
atedagainstherwas“closed”.
Thiscamehoursafter BJPcon-

ducted a press conference and
saidCMHemantSorenappearsto
be“intune”withcorruptofficials.

—ABHISHEKANGAD

KIRANPARASHAR
BENGALURU,MAY7

IN A jolt to the Congress in
Karnataka,oneof itsformerstate
in Karnataka and formerMLA,
PramodMadhwaraj, joined BJP,
alongwith several senior lead-
ers, onSaturday.
AmongotherseniorCongress

leaders who joined the ruling
party are formerMLC Sandesh
Nagaraj, former stateminister
VarthurPrakash,formerpartyMP
KBKrishnamurthy, formerMLA
ManjunathGowda,formerIRSof-
ficerLakshmiAshwingowda,and
Congress leader fromMandya
AshokJayaram.
While Congress will now

have to hunt for fresh faces in
Udupi,BJPwillfacethechallenge
to accommodate the new en-
trantwith theexistingMLAand
aspiring leaders.
Madhwaraj'sdecisiontojoin

BJP has created a vacuum in
Congress'sUdupidistrictleader-
ship.Madhwaraj's father,popu-
larlyknownasMalpeMadwaraj,
and mother Manorama
MadhwarajwerebothMLAs.
Amongtheleaderswhohave

joinedBJP,Madhwarajandtwo-
time IndependentMLAVarthur
Prakash were said to be in the
camp of former Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah. Their exit indi-
cates the divide between
Siddaramaiah and state
Congress chief D K Shivakumar
continues toexist.
According to a source, an-

other party leader from the
Siddaramaiah camp is all set to
joinAamAadmiParty.
A party worker who is

Siddaramaiah's follower said,
“There are only a fewCongress
leadersinKarnatakawhoarenot
saidtobeineitherShivakumaror
Siddaramaiah camp. After
Shivakumar took chargeof state
Congress, followers of
Siddaramaiah are being ignored
andanewsetofleadersbackedby
Shivakumarareintheforefront.”
Madhwaraj,whowasamin-

ister in the Siddaramaiah gov-
ernment,didnotenjoygoodrap-
port with Shivakumar, sources
said.

BJP hits president, V-P poll campaign
trail; among first stops, Nitish Kumar

DharmendraPradhanhadmetNitishKumaronThursday.

SouravGangulywithTMC leaderandstateministerFirhadHakiminKolkataonSaturday.Express

DELIMITATIONPANELFORJ&K

2 seats for Kashmiri Migrants, nominations for PoJK displaced

THRIKKAKARABYPOLL

CPI(M) faces flak for
announcing nominee on
church-linked premisesDay after Shah dinner, Ganguly

says Mamata ‘very close’ to him

LPG cylinder
cost up by Rs 50,
second time in
two months

Karnataka: Cong
top Udupi leader
switches to BJP

JHARKHANDMININGLEASEROW

PIL aims to ‘destabilise
govt’, Soren tells HC

BESIDESCOURSESsuchas
BScHospitalityStudies,
fromthenextacademic
yearthecentralsanskrit
universitiesarelikelyto
launchprogrammeson
eventmanagement,ho-
listichealth,yoga,natur-
opathy,publicadminis-
tration, tourismand
Sanskrit theatre,among
others.Mediumof in-
structionof theproposed
courseswillbeSanskrit,
HindiandEnglish.
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NEARLYONE-THIRDofwomenin
India have experiencedphysical
or sexual violence, finds the
National FamilyHealthSurvey-5
report.While domestic violence
againstwomenhasdeclinedfrom
31.2%to29.3%inthecountry,30%
womenbetweentheageof18and
49haveexperiencedphysicalvio-
lence since the age of 15 years,
while6%haveexperiencedsexual
violenceintheirlifetime,findsthe
reportthatwasreleasedbyUnion
Health Minister Dr Mansukh
MandviyaonThursday.
Only 14% of women who

have experienced physical or
sexual violence by anyone have
brought the issueup.
TheNFHS-5pointsoutthata

more granular comparison be-
tween NFHS-4 and 5 was not
possible since “…the NFHS-4
coveredwomeninthe15-49age
group, NFHS-5 dealt with
women in the 18-49 age
bracket”.
The survey finds that 32% of

married women (18-49 years)
have experiencedphysical, sex-
ual, or emotional spousal vio-
lence.Themostcommontypeof
spousalviolence isphysicalvio-
lence (28%), followed by emo-
tional violence and sexual vio-
lence.
As opposed to this, only 4%

men face domestic violence
cases in thecountry.
Domestic violence against

women is highest in Karnataka
at 48%, followed by Bihar,

Telangana, Manipur and Tamil
Nadu. Lakshawdeep has the
leastdomesticviolenceat2.1%.
Theexperienceofphysicalvi-

olence ismorecommonamong
women in rural areas (32%) as
compared to their counterparts
in urban areas (24%) and a
woman’sexperienceofviolence
declines sharplywith increased
schoolingandwealth–both for
the femalevictim,aswell as the
maleperpetrator.
Thesurveysays,40%women

withnoschoolingaresubject to
physical violence compared to
18% who completed their
schooling. The experience of
physical violence ranges be-
tween39%amongwomeninthe
lowest wealth quintile and 17%
in thehighestwealthquintile.
Inover80%casesof physical

violence against women, the
perpetrator is thehusband.
Husbands who have com-

pleted12ormoreyearsofschool-
ingarehalfaslikely(21%)tocom-
mitphysical,sexual,oremotional
spousalviolenceasthosewithno
schooling (43%). “Experience of
spousal physical or sexual vio-
lencevariesgreatlywiththelevel
of the husband’s alcohol con-
sumption.70%ofwomenwhose
husbands often get drunk have
experienced spousal physical or
sexual violence, comparedwith
23%ofthosewhosehusbandsdo
notdrink,’’saysthereport.
Thereportfindsthatwomen

inthe40-49agebracketexperi-
encemore violence than those
in the18-19category.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

30% women in India
subjected to physical,
sexual violence: NFHS

Just govt grants too limiting, Sanskrit varsities open to offer varied courses

CentralSanskritUniversityV-C ShrinivasaVarakhedi lights
lamponSaturday inNadda,Debroy’spresence.AmitMehra

JMM, BJP trade barbs
EDRAIDS

New Delhi
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Whereas
Punjab National Bank/ the Authorized Officer/s of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned in the account calling upon the borrower to
repay the amount as mentioned in the account within 60 days from the date of notice(s)/ date of receipt of said notice(s).
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned
has taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of the powers conferred to him under sub-section (4) of Section
13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on the date mentioned in the account.
The borrower’s/ guarantor's/ mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.
The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the
property/ies will be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank for the amounts and interest thereon.

(Authorised Officer)
Punjab National Bank

Date : 07.05.2022
Place : Patna

Name
of the
Branch

Name of the
Account/ Borrower

Name of the
Owner of the
property

Description
of the property mortgaged

Date of
Demand
Notice

Date of
Possession
Notice
Affixed

Amount
outstanding
as on date
of demand
notice

SME
Patna

M/s Bihar Spunj
Pipes Private
Limited
Prop.: Sri Raj
Kumar Chauhan
S/o Shanichar
Mahto & Smt.
Anjana Devi W/o
Sri Raj Kumar
Chauhan
A/c No.-
3891008700001612,
3891008700001676

&
389100IB00006396

1. Sri Raj
Kumar
Chauhan &
Smt. Anjana
Devi

1. Registered Mortgage of land at Mauza-
Gauspur Izara, Rev. Thana No.-51,
Anchal-Hajipur, PS-Sadar Hajipur, Distt.-
Vaishali, Khata No.-538, Khesra No.-2362,
Area-62.25 Decimal in the Name of Raj
Kumar Chauhan & Anjana Devi, Boundry:
North-Bihar Spunj Pvt. Ltd., South-Raj
Kumar Chauhan & Others, East-Raj
Kumar Chauhan, West-Village Road.

18.06.2021 04.05.2022 Rs.
4,13,18,950.66
(Rs. Four

Crore Thirteen
Lakh Eighteen
Thousand

Nine Hundred
Fifty and Paise
Sixty Six only)

2. Sri Raj
Kumar
Chauhan &
Smt. Anjana
Devi

2. Registered Mortgage of land at Mauza-Gauspur Izara, Rev. Thana No.-51,
Anchal-Hajipur, PS-Sadar Hajipur, Distt.-Vaishali, Khata No.-538, Khesra No.-
2362,2359,2360,2361, Area-40 Katha in the Name of Sri Raj Kumar Chauhan & Smt.
Anjana Devi, Boundry: North-Raj Kumar Chauhan & Proposed Cold Storage, South-Nij,
East-Nij, West-Gramin Sadak.

3. Sri Raj
Kumar
Chauhan

3. Registered Mortgage of land at Mauza-Shahjadpur Anderkila, Rev. Thana No.-177,
Survey Ward No.-08, Anchal-Hajipur, PS-Town Hajipur, Distt.-Vaishali, Khata No.-
254(N),554(O), Khesra No.-573(N), 716(O), Area-4 Katha 12 Dhoor in the name of Sri
Raj Kumar Chauhan. Boundry: North-Public Road, South-Niz Vendor, East-Railway
Hata, West-Niz Vendor.

4. Sri Raj
Kumar
Chauhan

4. Registered Mortgage of land at Mauza-Shahjadpur Aderkila, Rev Thana No.-177,
Survey Ward No.-8, Anchal-Hajipur, PS-Town Hajipur, Distt.-Vaishali, Khata No.-
518, Khesra No.-574, Area-2 Katha 6.5 Dhoor Owned by Sri Raj Kumar Chauhan.
Boundry: North-Raj Kumar Chauhan, South-Laxmi Singh & Others, East-Railway,
West-Ramchandar Singh & Kabristan.

5. M/s Bihar
Spunj Pipes
Pvt. Ltd.

5. Simple Mortgage of land Mauza-Gauspur Izra, Revenue Thana No.-51, Anchal/SRO-
Hajipur, PS-Sadar Hajipur, Distt/DSR-Vaishali, Khata No.-570, Khesra No.2331, Area-
72.50 Decimal (16 Katha 13.25 Dhur), Original Pertaining Name of M/s Bihar Spunj
Pipes Pvt. Ltd. Boundry: North-Sarkari Sadak, South-Niz Vender, East-Baleshwar,
West-Gramin Sadak.

SK Puri
UBI

1. Sri Yogendra
Kumar Singh, S/o
Late Raj Kumar
Singh,
2. Smt. Sunita
Singh,W/o Sri
Yogendra Kumar
Singh
A/c No.-
0599300500998,
0599300501033,
0599300501034,
0599305653339

Late Raj
Kumar Singh
S/o Late
Rameshwar
Singh at
present the
said IP muted
in name of
Sri Yogendra
Kumar Singh,
s/o Late Raj
Kumar Singh

EM of Land and Building situated at
Mouza-Mainpura, Thana-Pataliputra, Sub
& Sadar Registry Office and Distt- Patna,
Thana no.2, Tauzi no.5123, Khata no.325,
Survey Plot no.2190(p), Area-1 Katha
Vide Sale Deed no. 9277 dated 26-08-
2004 pertaining to Late Raj Kumar Singh
S/o Late Rameshwar Singh at present the
said IP muted in name of Sri Yogendra
Kumar Singh, s/o Late Raj Kumar
Singh. Boundary: North-Rasta and Smt.
Rajkumari Devi, South-Smt. Manju Devi
& Smt. Chandrika Devi, East-Sahayak
Rasta, West-Niz.

18.02.2022 07.05.2022 Rs.
40,97,904.00
(Rs. Forty Lakh
Ninty Seven
Thousand Nine
Hundred Four

only)

POSSESSION NOTICE
Possession Notice for Immovable Properties of borrower by the Authorised Officer

(For Immovable property)

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Circle Sastra Patna North: 2nd Floor, Chanakya Tower, R-Block, Patna-800 001

New Delhi
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INSTITUTE OF HUMAN BEHAVIOUR & ALLIED
SCIENCES (IHBAS)

(Hospital based autonomous academic Institute, under

Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi dealing with)
“Brain- Mind Problems & Their Solutions”

Dilshad Garden, Delhi- 110 095 (India)
Tel: 22112136, Fax:2259 9227 E-mail: dirctor@ihbas.org Website: www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in

Advt. No. 6/2022/Estt/IHBAS/4786 Dated: 07/05/2022

Recruitment Notice
Applications are invited from the citizens of India for the following Faculty posts on Regular Basis

Applications are invited from the citizens of India for the following Faculty posts on Regular Basis under Center
of Excellance

08 post are reserved for PwD candidates.

Allowanced will be as per rules. For details of eligibility criteria i.e. Qualification, Experience, Age & Application Format

please visit our website (www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in). Interested and eligible candidates may apply with appropriate

format photograph, along with duly attested copies of qualification, Diploma/Degree, experience certificates etc.,

Demand Draft of Rs. 1000/- (Exempted for SC/ST and PwD candidates) in favour of “Director, IHBAS”. Upper age limit

is relaxable for Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward Classes and PH candidates as per rules.

However, SC & OBC certificate issued by the Authority of Delhi Govt., only will be accepted. Institute reserves the right

to increase/decrease, fill or not to fill any/all the vacancies.

Age Relaxation of 5 years will be applicable for Government employees as per GOI guidelines.

The Assessment Promotion Scheme (APS) is applicable at IHBAS. The Revised APS (on the pattern of NIMHANS,

Bengaluru) has been approved in Principle. The modalities of implementation of it are being worked out currently.

Professor, Additional Professor, Associate Professor and Assistant Professor for Non-Medical disciplines will carry same

Pay Matrix Level at par with Medical professional except NPA. Allowances will be as per Rules. Category of Posts

mentioned at Sl. No. 01 to 05, 09 to 12, 24 to 28, 34 and 38 are ‘Medical Discipline’, posts mentioned at Sl. No. 06 to

08, 14 to 14, 21 to 23, 29 to 33 and 35 to 36 ‘Non Medical Discipline’ and post mentioned at Sl. No. 37 and 39 are

Nursing Discipline.

Those candidates who had applied earlier to the above posts in response Institute’s earlier advertisement

published in ‘Hindustan Times’ and ‘The Times of India’ on dated 09.09.2020 and in employment News on 12-18

September 2020 and published in ‘Hindustan Times’ on 29.03.2022 and in Employment News on 2-8 April 2022

and their application were forwarded and received though proper channel at IHBAS (complete in all respects)

need not apply again.

The application duly filled-in along with necessary documents must reach to the Office of Director, IHBAS on or before

23.05.2022. The applicant who is in service of Central Govt./State Govt./ Public Sector Undertaking/ Autonomous Body

shall have to submit his/her NOC at the time of interview. A certificate from the employer is also required to be submitted

that in case of his/ her selection his department will be relieved him/her to join IHBAS.

(For complete details please visit our website www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in

Sd/-

(Prof. (Dr.) Rajinder K. Dhamija)

DIP/Shabdarth/ 0078/2223 Director

S.
No.

Name of post
No. of
post

Reservation
Pay Matrix Level

Mode of
RecruitmentUR SC ST OBC EWS

1 Professor (Neuro Chemistry) 01 01 - - - - Level-14A Rs. 168900-220400 Regular basis

2 Professor (Neuro-radiology) 01 01 - - - - Level-14A Rs. 168900-220400 Regular basis

3 Professor (Neurosurgery) 01 01 - - - - Level-14A Rs. 168900-220400 Regular basis

4 Professor (Psychiatry) 01 - - - 01 - Level-14A Rs. 168900-220400 Regular basis

5 Professor (Neuro-anesthesia) 01 01 - - - - Level-14A Rs. 168900-220400 Regular basis

6 Professor (Psychiatric Social Work) 01 01 - - - - Level-14A Rs. 168900-220400 Regular basis

7 Professor (Clinical Psychology) 01 01 - - - - Level-14A Rs. 168900-220400 Regular basis

8
Professor (Human Behaviour

Department)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A 2+ Rs. 148200-211400

On Deputation

basis

9 Addl. Professor (Neuro Surgery) 01 01 - - - - Level-13A 2+ Rs. 148200-211400 Regular basis

10 Addl. Professor (Psychiatry) 04 02 01 - 01 - Level-13A 2+ Rs. 148200-211400 Regular basis

11 Addl. Professor (Neurology) 01 01 - - - - Level-13A 2+ Rs. 148200-211400 Regular basis

12 Addl. Professor (Neuro Anesthesia) 01 01 - - - - Level-13A 2+ Rs. 148200-211400 Regular basis

13
Addl. Professor (Psychiatric Social

Work)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A 2+ Rs. 148200-211400 Regular basis

14 Addl. Professor (Clinical Psychology) 01 01 - - - - Level-13A 2+ Rs. 148200-211400 Regular basis

15 Associate Professor (Microbiology) 01 01 - - - - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

16
Associate Professor (Neuro-

psychopharmacology)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

17
Associate Professor (Neuro-

radiology)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

18 Associate Professor (Psychiatry) 08 03 - 01 04 - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

19 Associate Professor (Neurology) 03 02 - - 01 - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

20
Associate Professor (Neuro-

anesthesia)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

21
Associate Professor (Psychiatric

Social Work)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

22
Associate Professor (Medical

Anthropology)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

23
Associate Professor (Psychiatric

Nursing)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A 1+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

24
Assistant Professor (Neuro

Psychopharmacology)
01 - - - 01 - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

25
Assistant Professor (Neuro-

radiology)
01 - - - 01 - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

26 Assistant Professor (Neuro-Surgery) 01 01 - - - - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

27 Assistant Professor (Psychiatry) 08 - - 02 05 01 Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

28 Assistant Professor (Neurology) 04 02 01 - 01 - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

29
Assistant Professor (Clinical

Psychology)
01 - - - 01 - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

30 Assistant Professor (Social Work) 01 01 - - - - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

31 Assistant Professor (Psychology) 01 01 - - - - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

32
Assistant Professor (Social &

Cultural Anthropology)
01 01 - - - - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

33 Assistant Professor (Education) 01 01 - - - - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

S.
No.

Name of post
No. of
post

Reservation
Pay Matrix Level

Mode of
RecruitmentUR SC ST OBC EWS

34 Associate Professor (Psychiatry) 01 01 - - - - Level-13A I+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

35
Associate Professor (Psychiatric

Social Work)
02 02 - - - - Level-13A I+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

36
Associate Professor (Clinical

Psychology)
02 02 - - - - Level-13A I+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

37
Associate Professor (Psychiatric

Nursing)
01 01 - - - - Level-13A I+ Rs. 138300-209200 Regular basis

38 Assistant Professor (Psychiatry) 01 - - - 01 - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

39
Assistant Professor (Psychiatric

Nursing)
01 01 - - - - Level-12 Rs. 101500-167400 Regular basis

MENTAL ILLNESSES ARE TREATABLE

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MAY7

TAMILNADUChiefMinisterMK
Stalin on Saturday announced
five new schemes including a
breakfastschemeforallgovern-
mentschoolchildreninthestate.
SpeakingintheAssembly,on

completion of one year as chief
minister, Stalin said his govern-
ment had fulfilled 60 to 70 per
cent of the promises DMKhad
madeinitspollmanifesto.Healso
coined a newword —Dravida
Model—forhisgovernanceplan.
Amongotherannouncements

hemadewereaspecialnutritional
schemeforchildrenbelowtheage
of six years, based on a public
health studyby thegovernment
on alarming trends ofmalnour-
ishedchildreninthestate;Delhi-
modelschoolsofexcellence;and

708urbanpublichealthcentresat
acostofRs180crore.
“There was a government

studythatshowedthatmanychil-
drenwho start earlywere skip-
pingbreakfast,”Stalinsaid.“They
mostlymissbreakfastnotonlyfor

the distance they have to travel
but also for themisery anddiffi-
cultiesathome.So,wearelaunch-
ingthisscheme,forstudentsupto
Class 5, in a selected number of
schools in corporations,munici-
palitiesandruralareas,beforeim-
plementingitstatewide.”
Similarly,referringtostudies

ofunhealthy,underweightchil-
dren in the state, Stalin said the
nutritional scheme being an-
nouncedbyhisgovernmentisto
ensurethehealthofchildrenbe-
lowtheageofsix,andto“ensure
allchildreninTamilNaduarenot
malnourished”.
The new schools of excel-

lence programme,modelled on
asimilarprojectbytheDelhigov-
ernment,willbeimplementedin
all corporations in the state at a
costofRs150croretomodernise
the infrastructure and invent a
new learning environment for

students.The708urbanmedical
centresbeingsetupin21corpo-
rations and 63municipalities at
Rs 180 crorewill functionwith
fullstaffstrength,includingdoc-
tors, nurses and other health
staff, between 8 am and 11 am,
and4pmand8pm.
The government also allo-

cated Rs 1,000 crore to set up a
schemewhichStalinsaidwould
directlymonitorthecollectionof
grievances from all constituen-
cies. “Let it be the people from
my constituency, Kolathur, or
Oppositionleader’sEdappadior
OPanneerselvam’sBodi;wewill
be there to address their griev-
ances,” he said. “I am not
Kalaignar (his father, late M
Karunanidhi). Icannotspeaklike
Kalaignar. I cannot write like
him. But I had taken the pledge
that I will work hard like him,”
headded.

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN,MAY7

THEYKNEWaverificationdrive
was coming but little had pre-
pared Sapera Basti of 500-odd
people in Dehradun for
Wednesday morning, when a
teamdescendedfromlocalPrem
Nagar police stationwith a re-
servedforce,twobuses,twoSUVs
andmotorcycles, blocking their
mainexit.
Withinminutes,aroundhalf-

a-dozen youngsters had been
caughtandtakenaway.
Itwasafortnightintothever-

ificationdrivethatstartedonApril
21, ahead of Char DhamYatra.
Following demands raised by
some sadhus that the entry of
“non-Hindus” shouldbebanned
in CharDhamarea to “preserve
dharma and culture of the
Himalayan region”, CMPushkar
Singh Dhami announced that
peoplecomingtothestateforthe
Yatra would have to undergo
“properverification”sothatthose
whomaypose a threat to peace
didnotenter.
According to DGP Ashok

Kumar, they aredoing adetailed
verification of those coming for
theYatra,andidentifyinganyele-
mentswhichmay “disturb the
peace”,includinglabourers,street
hawkersandtenants.
The CharDhamYatra began

onMay3,withtheopeningofthe
portalsofGangotriandYamunotri
temples.TheportalsofBadrinath
TemplewillopenonMonday.
Until lastweek,Uttarakhand

Police claimed to have finished
verificationofover67,000people
across the state, finding at least
2,526 to be “suspicious”. As per
thePoliceAct, theywereissueda
challan. At least 10 people have
beentakenintocustody.
SaperaBastioncehousedtra-

ditional snake charmers, who
havemoved to doing odd jobs
sincethebanonkeepingserpents.
Manyof theminthis illegallyde-
velopedsettlementarenowbeg-
gars; police say a large number
alsotradeinmarijuana.
“These people have settled

here from different states and
havenothinghere.The landthey
havebuilthutsonisgovernment
land.Wekeepgettinginformation
that someare involved incrimes

like chain-snatching andvehicle
thefts,”saysManojNainwal,SOof
PremNagar police station, as he
supervisesWednesday's drive,
adding: “This iswhywehave to
removethemfromhere.Andwe
willremovethem.”
He catches aman originally

fromNagpur, and puts him in a
police vehicle, ignoringhis pleas
that hemakes a living removing
earwax. Anotherwho claims to
be a local is also pickedup as he
doesnothaveanyIDonhim.
Policealsochecktheshanties

for “suspicious items”, and finda
plantationofcannabis.Somemo-
torcycles are seized after their
owners cannot provide docu-
mentsforthem.Somearefrisked
fordrugs.Manyarepickedupas
they “appear suspicious” and
takentothepolicestation.
Several settled in the Basti

fromother states are asked togo
back. Those who claim to be
Dehradun residents are asked to
vacatethegovernmentland;offi-
cialsalsothreatentousebulldoz-
erstoclearthehutsiftheyarenot
gonebythenextday.
TheSOsaystheywill takethe

“suspicious elements” to thepo-
lice station for verification. “The
persons taken into custody...we
will check their documents and
callpolicestationsintheirhome-
townstocheckiftheyhaveacrim-
inalhistory.Ifnot,wewillletthem
go. The vehicleswehave seized
willalsobegiventotheirowners
whentheyprovideusthepapers.”
DGPKumar says the drive is

only to verify “outsiders”, and

brushes away questions on
threatsmadebyofficials during
the verification. Police can only
takeactionwhena“criminalele-
ment”isidentified,andsomepeo-
plemaybe “adding some things
ontheirown”,hesays.
“Police onlyhave the right to

asksomeonetoleaveaplaceifthe
suspect is a foreignnational. No
personcanbeasked to leaveany
state as long as the person is an
Indian national and has docu-
ments to prove the same. If the
person is living inan illegalbasti,
policedonothavetherighttoask
foreviction.Onlytheadministra-
tion and thegovernment cando
that…The police officials have
beenbriefed,”hesaid.
Onthebriefing,Sub-Inspector

P S Negi, who is part of
Wednesday's drive, says: “We
were informed thatwe have to
raidtheareaanddophysicalver-
ificationof people.Ourduty is to
check their identityproofs, see if
they have any drugs, and check
their vehicles andpapers.” Negi
saystheyweretoldtovideograph
theentireprocess.
Wednesday's drive lasts two

hours,andaspoliceleave,thereis
silence in thebasti. Ameeting is
calledbyresidentstodiscusstheir
nextcourseofaction.Thepriority
istogetthosedetainedreleased.
Congress state president

KaranMahara saidwhile similar
driveswereheldunderprevious
governmentsaswell,themotiva-
tionofthecurrentonehadraised
suspicions. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,MAY7

A DAY after the court-ordered
videographic surveyof theMaa
Shringar Gauri Sthal at the dis-
puted Kashi Vishwanath
Temple-GyanvapiMosquecom-
plex began in Varanasi, the
process had to be halted on
Saturday after the Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid Committee
(Gyanvapi) filed an application
in a local court seeking the re-
placement of Advocate
Commissioner Ajai Kumar, ac-
cusinghimof being“biased”.

OnApril8,Civil Judge(Senior
Division), Varanasi, Ravi Kumar
Diwakar had appointed Kumar
as advocate commissioner to
carryoutthesurveyanddirected
him to “prepare videography of
theaction”andsubmita report.
Thecourt’sdirectioncameon

a petition filed by five Hindu
women inAugust 2021 seeking
anordertoallowthemtoworship
atthesite.SpeakingtoTheIndian
Express on Saturday, Advocate
Hari Shankar Jain,who is repre-
senting the Hindu petitioners,
said, “The survey could not be
conducted as somepeople from
theMuslimcommunitydidn’tlet

theAdvocateCommissionercon-
duct the survey. At the place
where the so-calledmosqueex-
ists, someMuslims gathered at
theentranceanddidn’tletusen-
ter.So,wehadtoreturn.”
Confirming that an applica-

tionwasfiledinthecourtofCivil
Judge(SeniorDivision),Varanasi,
RaviKumarDiwakar,requesting
thereplacementoftheAdvocate
Commissioner by the lawyers
representing themosque, Jain
said,“Thematterwillbeheardby
thecourtonMondayandwewill
raise our objections to the hin-
drances being created by the
Muslim side.” An official of the

Anjuman Intezamia Masjid
Committee said, “Whenourob-
jection is in the court seeking
change of Advocate
Commissioner, how can the
sameperson head the commis-
sionwhichisconductingthesur-
vey,” said the official. Advocate
AbhayNathYadav,whoisrepre-
senting Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee, said, “We
havefiledanapplicationseeking
a replacement of the Advocate
Commissioner. OnMonday, the
matterwillbeheardbythecourt
againwhereallparties,including
theAdvocateCommissioner,will
present theirside.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,MAY7

MALAYALAMMISSION,aKerala
government initiative to pro-
moteMalayalamglobally,hasre-
moveditsQatarregionalcoordi-
nator over derogatory remarks
against nurseswho emigrate to
Gulf countries for jobs.
Durgadas Sisupalan's re-

movalcameafterhiscomments
during the Ananthapuram
Hindu Maha Sammelan in
Thiruvananthapuramlastweek.
Attheevent,Sisupalanspoke

ofa“high”incidenceofreligious
conversionsintheGulf,goingon
to say: “We are helpless there...
Jamaat-e-Islamimen are in the
Gulfwithbigbusinessestablish-
ments. Under the guise of re-
cruitingnurses…wehavecome
to know that they (nurses) are
beingtakenformeetingthesex-

ual needs of terrorists,’’ said
Sisupalan, whose father late J
Sisupalan was a prominent
leader of the Hindu nationalist
KeralaHinduAikyaVedi.
MalayalamMission director

Murukan Kattakkada said
Sisupalanwasstrippedofhispost
as he hurt the self-respect of
those Kerala women who go
abroad to look for work. “Such
commentsshouldnothavecome
fromapersonentrustedwiththe
taskofimpartinglanguageandits
cultural values,” Katakkada said,
addingSisupalanwasremovedas
theMission has to “respect the
concerns and the complaints of
parentsof (nursing)students.”
Sisupalan has alleged “cer-

tainCPI(M)andCongresswork-
ers” in Qatar are behind his re-
moval.“...Anti-nationalforcesare
behindmyremoval... Iwantade-
tailedprobebythegovernment,’’
hepostedonFacebook.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY7

THE CENTRE on Saturday noti-
fied the appointment of Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia, who is cur-
rently Chief Justice of the
Gauhati High Court, and Justice
JamshedBurjorPardiwala,judge
of the Gujarat High Court, as
judgesof theSupremeCourt.
The Collegium headed by

Chief Justiceof IndiaNVRamana
hadrecommendedtheirnames
for appointment onMay 5. The
othermembersoftheCollegium
are Justices U U Lalit, A M
Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud
and L Nageswara Rao. The
Supreme Court currently has a
strengthof32judges againstthe
sanctionedstrengthof 34.
The fresh appointmentswill

helpretainthe34-judgestrength,
buttwoothervacancieswillarise
soonwithJusticeVineetSaranset
to retire onMay 10 and Justice
NageswaraRaoonJune7.
Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia

hails fromMadanpur, a remote
village located inPauriGarhwal
district of Uttarakhand. He had
hisearlyeducationinDehradun
and Allahabad and is an alum-
nus of Sainik School, Lucknow.
He did his graduation and law
fromtheUniversityofAllahabad.
JusticePardiwalawasbornin

MumbaiandstudiedatStJoseph
Convent School in his home-
townValsad(SouthGujarat).He
graduated from the J P Arts
College,Valsad,andsecuredthe
law degree from the KMMulji
LawCollege, Valsad in 1988. He
is the fourth generation legal
professional.

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN,MAY7

SENIOR CONGRESS leader
NirmalaGahtoriwillbetheparty
candidateagainstChiefMinister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, who is
seeking to get elected to the
AssemblyfromChampawatseat.
Gahtoriwas picked after the

Congress candidate from
Champawat for the last fiveelec-
tions–eversincetheformationof
Uttarakhand–andtwo-timewin-
ner,HemeshKharkwal, declined
whatislikelytobealosingbattle.
TheBJPhas got off theblocks for
the race proclaiming that the
Congresshasgivenita“walkover”.
Gahtori, 60, knows shehas a

toughbattle ahead,with theBJP
set topull out all stops to ensure
that Dhami, who returned as
UttarakhandCMbutcouldn't re-
tainhis ownseatKhatima in the
recent elections, wins hand-
somely.VotingfortheChampawat
bypollwill takeplaceonMay31,
withtheresultsonJune3.

ONEYEARASTAMILNADUCM

Stalin announces breakfast
scheme for govt school kids

TamilNaduCMMKStalin in
ChennaionSaturday. PTI

CHARDHAM ‘VERIFICATION’DRIVE

UTTARAKHANDBYPOLL

We have to remove them from
here, and we will, say police

Apolice teaminspectsashantyatSaperaBasti inDehradun.

Congress fields
Nirmala Gahtori
against Dhami

Malayalam Mission
removes Qatar coordinator

DEROGATORYREMARKSONNURSES Two judges appointed
to SC; apex court set to
regain full strength of 34

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY7

TAKING STOCK of the progress
of implementation of the
NationalEducationPolicy,(NEP)
2020, PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi Saturday underlined the
needforacombinationofonline
andofflinelearninginschoolsto
avoid"overexposureof technol-
ogy"amongchildren.
At a review meeting, at-

tended by EducationMinister
Dharmendra Pradhan and top
officials from CBSE, NCERT and
UGCamongothers,Modialsoin-
structed that databases main-
tainedbyanganwadi centresbe
integrated with recordsmain-
tained by schools to ensure a
smooth flow of children from
pre-primaryclasses toClass I.
"Modiobservedthatahybrid

system of online and offline
learningshouldbedevelopedto
avoid overexposure of technol-
ogy of school-going children,"
according toa statement issued
bythePrimeMinister'sOffice.

PM reviews NEP
implementation

KASHIVISHWANATH-GYANVAPICOMPLEX

Videographic survey halted over plea
seeking court-appointed official’s removal

EXPRESS

New Delhi



9WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS,MAY8,2022 EXPRESSNETWORK

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-III, DELHI
4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001

O.A. No. 469/2021

D-1

D-2

D-3

D-4

D-5

D-6

M/S OM BROTHER
2045/2, Gali No. 6, Chuna Mandi, Paharganj,
New Delhi-110055
Also at:
2063/6, Gali No. 6, Chuna Mandi, Paharganj,
New Delhi-110055
SHRI CHANDER PRAKASH PABREJA
S/o Shri Dev Raj Pabreja
R/o G-303 Sai Baba Apartment, Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi-110085
SMT. ANU PABREJA
W/o Chander Prakash Pabreja
R/o G-303 Sai Baba Apartment, Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi-110085
SHRI SACHIN CHAWLA
S/o Shri Subhash Chawla
Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-110085
SMT NEETU PABREJA
W/o Shri Sushil Kumar
R/o 92, Sharda Niketan, Pitampura, Delhi-110034
SMT RUCHIKA PABREJA
W/o Shri Om Prakash
R/o 92, Sharda Niketan, Pitampura, Delhi-110034

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case
against you and whereas it has been shown to the
satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve
you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by
advertisement directing you to make appearance in this
Tribunal 07.06.2022 at 10.30 A.M.
Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the
above mentioned day before this Tribunal, the case will be
heard and decided is your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the matters will
be taken up through Video Conferencing and for that
purpose:-
(i) All the Advocates/Litigants shall download the "Cisco
Webex" application/Software;
(ii) "Meeting ID" and "Password" for the next date of
hearing qua cases to be taken by 'Registrar/Recovery
Officer-l/ and Recovery Officer-II shall be available one day
prior to the next date at DRT Official Portal i.e. "drt.gov.in"
under the public Notice Head.
(iii) In any exigency qua that, the Advocates/Litigants can
contact the concerned official at Ph. No. 011-23748469.
Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this
date : 5th day of May, 2022.

By Order of the Tribunal
Sd/-

Assistant Registrar
DRT-III, Delhi

CANARA BANK
Versus

M/S OM BROTHER AND ORS

Applicant

Defendants

Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to
Banks and Financial Institutions Act. 1993 read with Rule
12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules)
1993).
In the matter of

SHUBHAJITROY&
RINKUGHOSH
NEWDELHI,MAY7

EYES,THEYsay,arethemost im-
portantassetofanactor.
AndTsahiHalevi,the47-year-

old Israeli actor fromFauda, the
chartbuster Israeliweb series on
Netflix,hasagazesointensethat
peoplewho swarmaroundhim
vouchforthis.
AtareceptioninNewDelhion

Israel’s 74th IndependenceDay,
attended among others by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar,Halevihadthecrowd
rootingforhim,waitingforhimto
breakintosong.
Theactor,who is alsoa song-

writerandasinger,sang ‘Wewill
haveagoodtime’ inHebrewand
then, dedicating a song to the
friendshipbetweenthepeopleof
Israel and India, chose thepopu-

larKishoreKumarsong‘Terejaisa
yaar kahan’ from the Amitabh
Bachchan-starrerYaaranatomark
30yearsofIndia-Israeldiplomatic
ties.“Iamasongwriter,musician,
but I got into acting with
Bethlehem(a2013dramafilm),”
Halevi told The SundayExpress.
And there has been no looking
back. In Fauda, which means
chaos,heplaystheroleofamem-
berof theelitecounter-terrorism
special operations unit of the
IsraelDefenceForces,Mista’arvim,
led byDoronKavillio played by
leadactorLiorRaz.
Halevi,withhis intense gaze,

figures in an interesting sub-plot
ashegets involvedwithDoron’s
wife, Gali.With a half-smile, he
has an explanation for that too:
“Whenyoucan’tgetthebestguy,
yougettheguywhomesseswith
his wife.” Fauda, which many
Indiansgotaddictedtoduringthe
Covidlockdown,depictsthetwo-

sided story of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict andexplores
themoraldilemmaofthehuman
condition,therelativityofwhatis
right andwrong. In fact, Halevi’s
character seemshumane in the
series, one that has won him
Indianfansonsocialmedia.
“The Indian fanbase is amaz-

ing andbig. Onmy socialmedia
handles, theyareaskingmehow
theycanmeetmeand Iamfind-

ingways tomeet someof them
despitemy tight schedule. I an-
swertheirqueriesasmuchaspos-
sible.Asactors,theaudiencefeed-
back is important for us andyou
cando that in real timeon social
media.”Sportinghischaracteristic
salt-and-pepperbeard, the actor
saidhehadhandledgunsaspart
of his military service, so that
cameinhandywhileplayingthe
rolehehad.Othershadtoundergo
basictrainingtoactintheshow.
Fauda, which has run into

threeseasons, isnowlikelytore-
leaseitsnextone.Hesayshedoes
notknowtheplotforthenextsea-
son. Considering that fresh vio-
lencehadbrokenoutbetweenthe
Israelis and Palestinians during
themaking of Fauda, did events
on the ground change his per-
spectiveontheconflict?
“My perspective has never

changed. I havemaintained the
samevaluesfrommychildhood.I

believethatwhenshellsandmis-
siles fall, it doesn’tmatter if you
areMuslimor Jew.Human lives
are lost. In fact, everybody could
relatetoFaudabecauseittouched
upon the human aspect of the
conflict.Everyviewerhasfelt the
charactersandtheirlives,”hesaid.
MahatmaGandhi is his ideal

andhas shapedhis compassion-
ate and optimistic worldview.
“Every day I am inspired by his
thinking thatwe should pursue
our actions based on how they
would influence somebody far
away.Heusednon-violenceasan
effective tool to get hismessage
across.” As a diplomat’s son, he
travelledtomanycountriestillthe
age of 18 and that experience
madehimabsorptiveandopento
multi-cultural influences. He
shareshisexperienceofgrowing
up in Egypt four years after that
nation signed apeace dealwith
Israel. “Beyondeducation, I got a

lesson in humanity first hand. I
was baby-sitting my sister in
Cairo. She started crying and I
couldn’tcalmherdown.So,Iwent
down to the janitor of thebuild-
ingwhowas sitting around the
firewithhiswife.Shepacifiedmy
sister andwatched over her for
two hours till our parents re-
turned. You see that and realise
whatthehumanconnectis.”
Halevi,whohas also acted in

thethrillerHostages, saidhewas
surprisedbythepopularityofhis
shows in India, and has been
mobbed by people in Delhi for
selfies.ToldthatHostageswasre-
made inHindi, he said, “Maybe
thereisscopeforanIndianversion
of Fauda... This ismy first time in
India and I amhere only for two
daysnow,butIamreallyexcitedto
behere…Ihadalwayswantedto
comehere.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ANANDMOHANJ
SEONI (MP),MAY7

FORTHEpast twodays, Bajrang
Dal leaders in Seoni district in
Madhya Pradesh have been in
damagecontrolmode.Theyhave
issuedanapologyoverthedeath
of two tribal men over cow
slaughterallegations,andreleased
avideopurportedlyshowingboth
hadbeenhandedover to police.
Theyalso claim tobeworking in
coordinationwithpolice,afactac-
knowledgedbytheforce.
Ofthe13menarrestedforthe

deathofthetribals,familiesofsix
toldTheSundayExpress theyhad
BajrangDal links. The video re-
leasedby theBajrangDal shows
policemenatthespotalongwith
itsmen armedwith sticks, sur-
rounding the tribals Sampatlal
Vatti and Dhansai Invati. Says
Devender Sain, Zila Sahyojak of

theBajrangDal'sSeoniunit:"The
menwho are accused of being
membersofourunithandedover
the twomen topolice.Wecoor-
dinatewithpolice onevery cow
protection raid. Those twomen
shouldnothavedied.Wearesorry
aboutthat.”
SeniorofficersofSeonidistrict

admit they rely on tip-offs from

variousvigilanteoutfits,including
BajrangDalmen, to check cattle
smugglingintheregion.
Everyyeararound120casesof

cattle smuggling are reported in
the district. The Kurai Police
Station,wherethelynchingcaseis
being investigated, sees 30-40
casesperyear,policesaid.
SPKumar Prateek, posted in

Seoni district for the past two
years, says he has repurposed a
highwaypatrol unit comprising
five policemen, including an
armedofficerandfourconstables,
whoinsteadofhighwayrobberies,
now focus on cattle smuggling.
Prateeksaysthatropinginthevig-
ilanteoutfitsdenies themtheex-
cusethattheadministrationisnot
checking cattle smuggling. "I am
intouchwithmostof theseoutfit
members... Per dayweget one-
twoinformertip-offs,"hesays.
TapasviUpadhyay, Seoni dis-

trictchiefofBajrangDal,saystheir
cowprotectionmembersarecho-
senwith care, after testing their
knowledge and articulation on
keytalkingpoints,suchasthe“im-
portance of cow”. "The recruit-
ment drive is carried out during
yearlyHindufestivals.Welookat
if a karyakartahas aastha (devo-
tion)towardsthecow,"hesays.
Themembersaredeployedat

the local road and transport au-
thorityofficestokeeptabsonve-
hicles,hesays,adding:"Thetrans-
portauthoritiescan'tmakeout if
cattle arebeing transported.Our
karyakartas rely on cues like the
soundof a cow'shooves thump-
ingthevehicle,ortheirsmell...The
vehicle number and its destina-
tionstatearenotedandprovided
topolice.”
VHP Seoni chief Akhilesh

Chauhan says their cowprotec-
tionunitmembers aredeployed
atmultipleexitpoints to thedis-
trict, covering a 60-km stretch.
Theydon'thaveany IDor certifi-
cates,Chauhanadds.“Theyalong
with their neighbours go out on
operations.Theynotedownvehi-
cle registrationnumbers if there
is suspicion of cattle smuggling.
The input is given to the local SP
andtowninspectors."

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Seoni: The police have arrested
three persons for their alleged
involvement in cow slaughter
and seizedover19kgbeef from
their possession in Madhya
Pradesh's Seoni district, police
saidonSaturday.
Theaccusedwerecaughtfrom

the forest of Mahuapani Hathi
Ghat,wheretheyweredistribut-
ing themeat among themselves
afterkillingacalfonFridaynight,
Seoni ASP SKMaravi said. Four
other accusedmanaged to flee
fromthespotandasearch isun-
derwaytonabthem,hesaid.
Duringinterrogation,theac-

cused said theywere distribut-
ing thebeef after slaughteringa
calf, whichwas brought by one
oftheaccused.Thepolicerecov-
ered 19.70 kg beef, besides
weapons such as axes used for
theslaughter,hesaid. PTI

Indore: A devastating fire, al-
legedly causedby a27-year-old
man, in a residential building in
VijayNagarlocalityof Indorecity
early Saturdaymorning killed
seven persons and injured nine
others,police said.
Shubham aka Sanjay Dixit,

who is absconding, allegedly
torched the scooter of awoman
whohadrejectedhismarriageof-
fer, police said late at night. The
fire spread upward from the
building'sparkingarea,theysaid,
addingthatacaseofmurderhad
beenregisteredagainstDixit.
“Initially it appeared that a

short circuit caused the fire. But
afterscanningCCTVfootageofthe
housesnear theguttedbuilding,
we found that aman ignited the
blazebysettingfiretoavehiclein
the building's parking area. The
flames spread and engulfed the
three-storey building," Indore

PoliceCommissionerHarinarayan
ChariMishra said. The accused
hailsfromJhansiandhadvacated
a rented flat in the building six
monthsago. Hewantedtomarry
awomanwho lived in the same
building but she was going to
marry anotherperson, andDixit
began tonurse a grudge against
her,thecommissionersaid. PTI

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,MAY6

OBSERVING INCONSISTENCIES
intheevidenceproducedbythe
police, the Bombay High Court
on Friday acquitted amanwho
was sentenced to death by the
Palghar sessions court in a2015
double murder case. Guddu
Krish Yadav had allegedly
pouredacidonhiscolleagueand
wife, killing themboth.
Rejectingthedeathconfirma-

tionpleafiledbythestategovern-
ment against Yadav, theHCob-
served that the trial was
conducted in the "most casual
manner"andtheprosecutionhad
"suppressedand fabricatedvital
evidence (dying declarations of
victims)”.OnNovember5, 2015,
Yadav allegedly stole his col-
league's phone, resulting in the
colleague complaining to their
employer. The twoworked at a
chemicals andacid tradingcom-
pany inBoisar. Thepolicealleged
thattheemployerpulledupYadav
and asked him to return the
phone, leadingYadavtoallegedly
seekrevenge. Intheweehoursof
November6,2015,Yadavallegedly
wenttothecompany'squarters–
wherehis colleague stayedwith
hiswife–withabucketofconcen-
tratedsulphuric acidandpoured
itonthemwhiletheywereasleep.
Thehusbanddiedfourhourslater
andthewifethenextday.

HandedoverSeoni tribals tocops:BajrangDal

BJP leaderswithtribalgroups.AnandMohan J

The eyes have it: Fauda star charms Delhi, scouts Bollywood

TsahiHalevi, Israeli actor

3 held for cow
slaughter, over
19 kg beef seized

Building gutted after man
torches scooter, 7 dead

CHARREDREMAINS:The
blazespreadtothebuilding
fromparking lot: police. PTI

HC acquits man
who got death for
double murder
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IREDA reported historic all-time high annual PAT of Rs 634
Crs & PBT of Rs 834 Crs in the FY 2021-22 in midst of
second & third waves of Covid Pandemic during the year,
registering a massive growth of 82.88% & 46.41%,
respectively over FY 2020-21. The Loan Book of IREDA, a
NBFC under MNRE, GoI, has grown from Rs 27,854 as on
31st March 2021 to Rs 33,931 Crs as on 31st March 2022
(registering a growth of 21.82%). The company registered
highest-ever loan sanction of Rs 23,921 Crs (growth of
117.44% to the previous yr sanction of Rs 11,001 Crs).

DFCCIL A Goods train carrying coal running towards
Kalanaur in Haryana has derailed at DFC New Ekdil
station of Eastern DFC. This incident happened at 11.10
AM on 30.04.2022. The station is located about 30 km
east of Etawah in UP. The UP line going towards Delhi is
obstructed while the DN line going towards Kanpur is
clear. 15 wagons have derailed & concerned DFC
officials have rushed to the site. Work for the restoration
of the UP line has star ted. Accident relief trains from
Kanpur & Agra are being pressed into service.

NTPC GE Power Services Limited (NGSL), a 50:50 JV
between NTPC and GE Power India Limited has signed a
Memorandum of Engagement (MoE) with The Lake Region
Economic Bloc (LREB), Kenya & Procorp Enertech Private
Limited (PEPL) to work towards development of Ground
Mounted & Floating Solar PV projects in The Lake region of
Kenya. The MoE also envisages extending support for
adoption of affordable housing, efficient lighting, dev-
elopment of mini-grid solutions & capacity building of
Kenyan power sector professionals.

BIS After successful implementation of Mandatory
Hallmarking by Bureau of Indian Standards in 256 districts of
the country, wherein more than 3 lakh gold articles are being
hallmarked with HUID every day, it has been notified by the
government to implement the second phase of mandatory
hallmarking vide Hallmarking of Gold Jewellery and Gold
Artefacts (Amendment) Order, 2022, dated 04 April 2022.
The second phase of the mandatory hallmarking will cover
additional three caratages of gold jewellery/artefacts
viz.20,23 and 24 carats as mentioned in the Indian Standard
IS 1417 & 32 new districts under the mandatory hallmarking
regime wherein an AHC has been setup post implementation
of the first phase of the mandatory hallmarking order.

TRIFED “Beekeeping activity has been recognized as one of
the important activities by Government of India for its
promotion and development to achieve “Sweet Revolution”
in the endeavour of enhancing the income of bee farmers
and honey gatherers.

ASSOCHAM Confidence amongst India's small businesses
remains high with an overwhelming majority of the SME
executives expecting improvement in the second quarter of
2022 on most of the parameters including sales, capacity
utilisation & hiring, according to the ASSOCHAM-Dun &
Bradstreet (SBCI).The index, which measures the level of
optimism of small & medium businesses stood at 87 in Q2
2022. As is clear from the latest IMF World Economic
Outlook, the Indian economy is projected to be the fastest
growing amongst the leading economies of the world.

WAPCOS, as a part of its CSR Activities, provided Roof Top
Rain Water Harvesting Structures in 40 Govt. Schools spread
across 9 Districts of Haryana & a Rain Water Storage Tank at
Humayun Tomb, a World Heritage Site at Delhi. The Rain Water
Harvesting facility shall improve quality of water, raise the
ground water level in the area, save around 8 million liters of
water, every year. Several other CSR activities in Health &
Nutrition & Education Sectors are also being carried out by the
Company. WAPCOS contributed a sum of Rs.2.00 Cr towa-
rds PM CARES Fund from its annual CSR Budget for 21-22.

ADYPU Ajeenkya D Y Patil University recently had an array of
events that filled up its grounds with the youth of the college.
Along with the ending of Hashtech- an 8-day fest that
concentrated on technology & its advancement among
students, the university also held an Alumni meet that gathered
pass-outs of the university with the faculty over dinner & chats.
The ADYPU Sunburn campus was kicked off by opening artists
who pumped the crowd before the main artist, namely, Ola
Rass and Olly Esse thrilled the crowd with their performances.
It was a successful, nostalgic, & energy-filled comeback for
the students of ADYPU.

GSL Commodore Bharat Bhushan Nagpal, NM, Indian Navy
(Retd), CMD, Goa Shipyard Limited has superannuated on 30
Apr 22 & has relinquished charge as CMD of one of the premier
Defence Shipyards of India. Commodore Nagpal joined GSL
in 2016 as Director (CP & BD) following a distinguished career
of 32 yrs as a Naval Architect Officer with the Indian Navy. He
took charge as CMD on 1 Dec 18 and has since spearheaded
the Yard ensuring sustained growth and expansion.

REC organized a ‘Bijli Utsav’ in the states of Manipur, Odisha &
Chattisgarh. Leisang Village of Manipur was one of the vil-
lages where the event was held since it was the last village to be
connected to the grid under the DDUGJY Scheme.

UTSAV– REC

EIL has declared 2035 as the year to achieve Net Zero aiming
towards fulfilling our PM’s vision to be Net Zero by 2070. As a
responsible corporate citizen, EIL had already constituted a
team in July 2021 to assess the carbon emissions.

DECLARATION - EIL

NHPC organized a Covid vaccination camp for 15 yrs & above
& booster dose for adults at Corporate Office at Faridabad in
associationwithQRGHospital, Faridabad.A total of160employ-
ees/ex-employees & family members received the vaccination.

CAMP- NHPC

Oil India signed an MoU with Digboi Forest Division, Assam
Forest Department for a project on Carbon Sequestration &
Restoration of Degraded Forest Land in Upper Dihing Reserved
Forest (west block).

MoU - OIL INDIA

IndianOil rolled out brand new M15 Petrol (15% blend of
Methanol with Petrol) at M/s Assam Agencies in Tinsukia today.
The pilot rollout of M15 was done by Rameswar Teli, MoS for
P&NG and Labour & Employment.

ROLLED OUT - INDIANOIL

The premier FOOD AND HOSPITALITY FAIR of the India
Trade Promotion Organisation (ITPO), the 36th AAHAR-
The International Food & Hospitality Fair concluded suc-
cessfully.

FAIR EXCLUDED - ITPO

Date of NIT: 27.04.2022

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND GEOLOGY

Email: biddingcell@rajasthan.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10B of the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, its subsequent amendments and in accordance
with the Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 as amended from time to time notified thereunder,
the Government of Rajasthan has notified the following mineral block for the purpose of
grant of Mining Lease for iron ore and hereby invites bids in digital format only from
eligible bidders through electronic auction.
The details of mineral block and last date of submission of bid is as summarized below:-

The block is being put up for first attempt of auction. The interested and eligible bidders,
upon registration on MSTC website <http.www.mstcecommerce.com/
auctionhome/mIcl/index.jsp> will obtain login ID and Password. After successful
registration, the eligible bidder can purchase the Tender Document online on payment of
the tender fee of Rs. 2,00,000/- + GST and can participate in the e-auction process.
The GST at the rate of 18% is applicable on the purchase of tender document. The GST
applicable is to be submitted by the prospective bidder itself and the copy of receipt is to
be attached with the technical bid. The prospective bidder shall be solely responsible for
remitting the GST as per applicable law and statutory liability in this regard will be
responsibility of prospective bidder and no liability whatsoever shall be borne by the
DMGR/MSTC.
Detailed terms and conditions, deadlines etc. for participation in the electronic auction are
provided in the Tender Document. The Model Tender Document and the Mineral Block
Summary is available free of cost in electronic form and can be downloaded from the
website of MSTC Ltd, <https://www.mstcecommerce.com/ auctionhome/mIcl/
index.jsp>, and Department of Mines & Geology <www.mines.rajasthan.gov.in> for
the purpose of information only. Timelines, notifications, updates and other details for the
e-auction process are available on the website of
<https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mIcl/ index.jsp>
Any revision, clarifications, addendum, corrigendum, time extensions, etc. to the above
tender documents will be hosted on websites <https://www.mstcecommerce.com/
auctionhome/mIcl/index.jsp> and <www.mines.rajasthan.gov.in> only and no
separate notifications shall be issued in the press.
The auction process of this block shall remain subjected to the decision of Honorable High
Court in S.B. Civil Writ petition 11462/2021.

Sd/-
Director

Department of Mines & Geology
DIPR/C/6270/2022 Rajasthan, Udaipur

S
No

Block Lease Start Date of
Sale of Tender
Document on
MSTC website

Last Date of
Sale of Tender
Document on
MSTC website

Bid Due date
and time

1. Iron ore block n/v Nyorana-
Dhandela Tehsil Neem ka
Thana District Sikar
(Block Iapsed under 10A(2)(B)

Mining
Lease

27.04.2022 12.05.2022 upto
2400 Hrs (IST)

1-06.2022 upto
1300 Hrs (IST)

HIMACHAL PRADESH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Ph.01908-224598,Fax:224584, e-mail:se-jog-hp@nic.in

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Superintending Engineer, JNR Circle HP. PWD. Joginder Nagar on behalf of Governor Himachal Pradesh invites the item rate

bids, in electronic tendering system, from the eligible and approved contractors registered with HPPWD/ CPWD/ P&T, Railways/other
state/Central government agencies for the works as detailed in table.

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.
Superintending Engineer,

JNR Circle HP PWD, Joginder Nagar
e-mail ID:se-jog-hp@nic.in

M.No.01908-224598 Fax No.01908-224584
On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh0859/HP

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Starting date Earnest Deadline for
No. Cost for downloading Money submission

(in lac) bid (in lac) of bid

1 Rs.1,23,46,899/- 17-05-2022 Rs.2.47 30-05-2022Balance work for the construction of Nashadrah to Batdhar road km. 0/0 to
9/0 (L-087) under regular PMGSY Batch-II, Complete stage for the year
2017-18 (SH:- P/L Metalling and tarring, cross-drainage works, ROFD,
retaining walls, breast wall, V-shape drain, essential parapets and providing
road sign board, km. stone and 200 mtr. stone and routine maintenance of
five year in km. 0/0 to 9/0) Package No. HP-08-455

Annexure “A”

MUMBAI

Men from two mosques booked
for sounding azaan before 6 am
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MAY7

THE BANDRA police and
Santacruz police in Mumbai
have registered separate FIRs
againsttwomenworkingintwo
mosquesforallegedlysounding
the morning azaan on loud-
speakersbefore6am,whichisa
violation of Supreme Court di-
rectivesthatbannoisepollution
between10pmand6am.
The first case relates to

NooraniMasjidatBazaarRoadin
Bandra (West).OnMay5, a con-
stablefromBandrapolice,whois
thecomplainant inthecase,was
on bandobast dutywhenhe al-
legedlyheardthemorningazaan
prayers being played on a loud-
speakerat5.15am.
The constable has alleged

that when he spokewith Zakir
Khan (45), a member of the

mosque's trustee committee,
Khanadmittedhewasinformed
bytheBandrapolice inadvance
about the scheduled loud-
speaker timings.
Anwar Shah (28), who gave

thecallforazaan,wasbookedon
May 5 under sections of Indian
PenalCodeandtheMaharashtra
Police Act for flouting Supreme
Court guidelines and Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) rules, 2000.
The second case relates to

LinkingRoadKabristanMasjidin
Santacruz(West).Asub-inspec-
tor from Santacruz police, who
is the complainant in the case,
has alleged that hewas onduty
when he heard azaan being
played on the mosque’s loud-
speakerat5.35amonMay6.
Thepolicesaidthemosque's

president,ArifSiddiqui,hadsub-
mitted an applicationwith the
SantacruzpolicestationonApril

30 seeking permission to use
loudspeakers.OnMay2,permis-
sionwasgiventothemosqueto
use loudspeakersonlybetween
6amand10pm.
OnMay 6, an FIRwas regis-

tered against the imam, Shoaib
Shaikh (30), who played the
Azaan on the loudspeaker. He
hasbeenbookedundersections
188(disobedience toorderduly
promulgatedbypublic servant)
and 34 (common intention) of
the IPC and sections 131
(penalty),33(1)(powertomake
rulesor regulationof traffic and
forpresentationoforderinpub-
lic place, etc) and 33 (1) (r) (iii)
(usingofaloudspeakerinornear
any public place) of the
MaharashtraPoliceAct.
When contacted, Noorani

Masjid authorities said they
wouldrespondbutnoresponse
was received till the timeof go-
ing topress.

LOANFRAUD

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MAY7

THE CBI on Saturday searched
premises associatedwith AAP
MLAfromPunjab,JaswantSingh,
inconnectionwithacaseof loan
fraudamountingtoRs40.92crore
and allegedly involving a com-
panyinwhichSinghisadirector.
ThiscomesadayafterPunjab

PolicearrestedBJPleaderTajinder
PalSinghBagga,leadingtoaclash
betweenPunjabPoliceandDelhi
Police,which filed anFIR against
thepersonnelof theformer.
“The Central Bureau of

Investigationistodayconducting
searchesatthreelocations,includ-
ingatMalerkotla (Punjab), at the
premisesofaccusedincludingpri-
vate firms,Directors/Guarantors
in an ongoing investigation of a
bank fraudcase. Cashof Rs16.57
lakh (approx), around88 foreign
currency notes, some property
documents, several bank ac-
counts and other incriminating
documentswere found and re-
coveredduringsearches,”theCBI
saidinastatement.
AccordingtoCBI, it registered

a caseof bank loan fraudagainst
Tara Corporation Ltd (later re-
named Malaudh Agro Ltd), in
whichSinghisadirector,basedon
a complaint fromBank of India,
Ludhianabranch.Thecompanyis
basedinGaunspura,inMalerkotla
tehsilofPunjab.AlongwithSingh
andthecompany,CBIhasbooked

Balwant Singh, Kulwant Singh
andTejinderSingh,alldirectorsin
thecompany,inthecase.
The agency has also booked

a related entity, Tara Health
Foods, and itsdirectors.
CBI sources said all directors

ofthecompanywerefoundtobe
residing in the same house and
were related. During searches,
CBIalso found94chequesbear-
ing signatures of different peo-
ple,alongwithasmanyAadhaar
cards, itwas informed.
A CBI officer said: “Jaswant,

Balwant andKulwant arebroth-
ers; Tejinder is Kulwant’s son.
They all live in the samehouse.
They are also directors in Tara
Foods,whichisaguarantorforthe
loantakenbyTaraCorporation.”
According to CBI, Tara

Corporation was engaged in
trading of DOC rice bran, DOC
mustard cake, cottonseed cake,
maize,bajraandotherfoodgrain.
“The borrower firm was

sanctionedloansatfourintervals
from 2011-2014 by the Bank,”
theagencystated.“Itwasalleged
that the firm through its direc-
tors had concealed hypothe-
cated stock and diverted book
debtswithmalafideanddishon-
est intention so that the same
were notmade available to the
creditorBankforinspectionand
foreffectingrecoveryassecured
creditor.”
The CBI alleges that this

causedalossofRs40.92croreto
thebank.

KRISHNKAUSHIK
UDHAMPUR,MAY7

THE ACCEPTANCE of Necessity
(AoN) in future for almost all
weaponsandequipmentwillbe
giventotheIndianindustry,Vice-
ChiefofArmyLtGenBSRajusaid
thiswhileinauguratingtheNorth
Tech Symposium inUdhampur
on Saturday. “Futurewars need
to be fought with indigenous
equipment,”hesaid.
An AoN is accorded by the

DefenceMinistryforaparticular
weaponsystemorequipmentat
the beginning of the procure-
mentprocess.
Over 150 Indian companies

participated in the symposium,
showcasing the technologies
they have on offer to the Indian
armedforces.
Addressingparticipants, Raju

said,“Hereafter,theAcceptanceof
Necessitywillonlybegiventoin-
digenousdefencemanufacturers.
Wewill comemore than half a
distancetomeetyouraspirations.
Wewill give youall the facilities
that are required, whether it is
equipment, testingfacilities,and,
mostimportantly,ourtime.”

Raju told the industrymem-
bers that theArmywill “not ask
you the moon” and the
Preliminary Service Quality
Requirements (PSQRs), the re-
quirements that an equipment
orweaponneeds tomeet, “that
wearegoingtogivearegoingto
be reasonable so that you are
able to produce”. He said if the
industrycanmeet80percentof
“ouraspirations,thenwewillgo
aheadand issueorders”.
He later told journalists the

Army isworking onmaking the
PSQRs simpler. The strict PSQRs
have been a cause of lament by
manyindustrymembers.
Speaking about the technol-

ogy theArmy is looking for, Raju
said,“Weneeddronesofallkinds
thatareabletodopersistentsur-
veillance,carrypayload,carryam-
munition to the place of choice,
secure communication,medical
equipment, troops on ground
needgoodhabitatandsoon.”
Speaking toa few journalists,

Northern ArmyCommander Lt
GenUpendraDwivedi later said
therearetwoimmediaterequire-
mentsthattheArmyislookingfor.
“Theimmediaterequirementsare
whatwewere exporting from
outside. Andwherewe feel that
the enemy has a technology
whichweneedtocounter.These
arethetwomajorcriteria,”hesaid.

JOURNALIST’SHOUSELOCKED;NOIDACOPSSAYPROCESSFOLLOWED

Accused slipped away as UP cops
made us wait: Rajasthan Police
DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,MAY7

ARAJASTHANPolice teamwent
toNoida to arrest TV journalist
AmanChopra,butreturnedwith-
out success as his house was
foundtobelocked.Thishappened
aftertheRajasthanHighCourton
SaturdaystayedChopra’sarrestin
twoFIRsregisteredagainsthimin
Bundi and Alwar districts.
However,thecourtdidnotstayhis
arrest in a third FIR registered in
Dungarpurdistrict, inwhichalo-
calcourthadissuedarrestwarrant
againstthejournalist.
Rajasthan Police said that

their teamwent to thehouse of
ChoprainNoidaonSaturdaybut
hewas not there. The cops also
saidthattheUttarPradeshPolice

didn’t cooperatewith them.
“Thiswasthesecondtimethat

our teamwent to arrest Chopra.
Muchlikethepreviousinstance,a
Sub-InspectoroftheUPPolicetook
our team to apolice station and
madetheteamtowaitonthepre-
text of details of the case. Our
AdditionalSPhadalreadybriefed
themonthecaseagainstChopra
who faces arrestwarrant froma
Dungarpurcourt,”saidDungarpur
SP Sudhir Joshi. “Our teamwas
made towait at theNoidapolice
station and the accused had
slippedawayby then.When the
teamreachedChopra’s house, it
wasfoundlocked...,”headded.
Three FIRs were registered

against Chopra lastmonth after
he anchored a TV show follow-
ing demolition of a temple in
Rajasthan. The first FIRwas reg-

istered at Bichwada in
Dungarpur onApril 23, the sec-
ond at Bundi the sameday, and
the third inAlwaronApril 24.
“Chopra, in his TV show, had

shownfalseandfictitiousdetails.
He implied in the show that the
recentdemolitionof a temple in
AlwarwasdonebytheRajasthan
governmentasanactof revenge
in response to the demolition
drive in Jahangirpuri inDelhi...,”
said Dilpdan Charan, SHO,
DungarpurKotwalipolicestation,
whois investigatingthecase.
Bisrakh(Noida)SHOUmesh

Bahadur Singh said, “Due
process was carried out. The
team came and we let them
carry out the visit and subse-
quent checking. A notice was
also servedat thehouse.We fa-
cilitated theentireprocess.”

Policeman shot
dead by militants
in Srinagar
Srinagar:Apolice constablewas
shotdeadbymilitantsinSrinagar
hereonSaturday,policesaid.
“Around 8.40 am, terrorists

fired at and critically injured
JammuandKashmirPolicecon-
stable GhulamHassan near Ali
JanRoadinZoonimarareaof the
city,” apoliceofficial said.
The injured constable was

taken toSKIMShospital at Soura
here,wherehesuccumbedinthe
evening,theofficialsaid.Thecon-
stablewasunarmedatthetimeof
theattackandwasridingamotor-
cycle,theofficialadded.
Jammu and Kashmir

LieutenantGovernorManojSinha
condemned the attack and as-
suredhisfamilythat“thosebehind
thedespicableactwillnotgoun-
punished”. “I strongly condemn
theheinousterrorattackonJKPCt
GhulamHassanDar inSrinagar. I
assurehis familyandpeople that
thosebehind this despicable act
willnotgounpunished.Theentire
Civil & Security establishment
standsshoulder toshoulderwith
thefamilyofbravemartyr,”theLG
saidonTwitter. PTI

7 of family killed in mishap
on Yamuna Expressway
AMILBHATNAGAR
MATHURA,MAY7

SEVEN MEMBERS of a Noida-
basedfamilywerekilledandtwo
injuredwhen the car theywere
travellinginrammedanotherve-
hicle onYamunaExpressway in
MathuraonSaturdayearlymorn-
ing. The familywas returningaf-
terattendingaweddinginHardoi.
“Seven people died and two

were injured in the collision on

Yamuna Expressway near
Mathura.Acouple,theirtwosons,
two daughters-in-law and a
grandsonwerekilled.Achildand
amanarehospitalised,”anofficial
fromMathuraPolicesaid.
The incident tookplace near

Milestone68intheNaujheelarea
ofMathuraonSaturdaymorning.
Police said the family’s car

apparently crashed into the
rear of a truck around4.45 am.
It collided at a high speed, po-
lice said.

Make-in-Indiapush
THEMOVEispartofthe
governmentpushtoen-
couragethecountry’s
nascentdefenceindus-
tryandtoweanoffde-
pendenceonforeignweapons,
asIndiaisoneofthetopim-
portersintheworldinthisseg-
ment.IndianArmyhasentered

intocontractsworth
Rs40,000crorewiththe
Indianindustryinthe
lasttwoyears.Army’s
immediaterequirement

isequipmentofsurveillance,
especiallydrones,andmoun-
taineeringgearandclothingfor
high-altitude.

Almostall defenceorders
will nowgotodomestic
industry:ArmyVice-Chief

CBI conducts searches
against Punjab AAP MLA

Acar thatwas involved intheaccidentontheYamuna
ExpresswayonSaturday.GajendraYadav

New Delhi
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I,ManishKumar s/o-Sharad
Chandra,R/o 87,Deluxe-
Apartments,B-5,Vasundhara
Enclave, Delhi-110096,have
changedmyname toManish
KumarSrivastava
permanently. 0040612850-5

II,,hheerreettoo knownasSyedKhadim
RazaZaidi,S/OSyedMehdi
RazaZaidi,resident of,G-
301,Vivekanand-Apartments,
PlotNo.2,Sector-5,Dwarka,
New-Delhi-110075,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownas JAVED
RAZA. 0040612888-3

II,,SSrruuttii NiranjanAgarwalW/o
Rajat JainR/oPU-101
PitampuraDelhi-110034 have
changedmyname toSruti
Jain. 0040612878-2

II,,SSiimmrraannDeepKaurKohliW/o
VareeshSingh,R/o-250,
Govind-Khand, Vishwakarma
Nagar,Jhilmil Delhi-110095,
HaveChangedMyNameTo
SimranDeepKaur.

0040612850-2

II,,RRaakkeesshh Jain S/oRadhaKishan
JainR/oBK-55 ShalimarBagh
WestDelhi-110088,changed
myname toRakeshKumar
Jain. 0040612878-1

II,,PPuunneeeett KaurGandhi,W/oLate
Sarabjeet SinghGandhi,R/oC-
52,Sector-41,Noida, UP,have
changed thenameofmyson
fromAayan toAyaanveer
SinghGandhi. 0040612854-2

II,,PPrriiyyaannkkaa Singh,D/oHaldhar
PrasadSingh,W/oHaritabh,
R/o-21,A-Block, Paprawat-
Road,Roshan-Vihar Phase-2,
Najafgarh,SouthWest-Delhi-
110043,have changedmy
name toPriyankaSharma.

0040612854-1

II,,PPOOOOJJAAERICWILSON,W/O
MOHITMASSEY,HOUSE.NO.76,
TOWER-3,PALMOLYMPIA,
PLOT.NO.GH.02,SECTOR-16C,
GREATERNOIDAWEST,
GAUTAMBUDHNAGAR, U.P.
201306,changedmyname to
POOJAWILSONMASSEY.

0040612873-1

II,,NNiisshhaanntt Nagpal,S/o Sh.Satish
Nagpal,R/o.Flat.No.6350,Secto
r-C, Pocket-6&-7,Vasant-
kunj,New-Delhi-110070,That
I,have changed thenameof
myminor daughter aged
about-12-years,from
DEVANSHI toDEVANSHI
NAGPAL,for all,future
purposes. 0040612850-10

II,,NNiippuunnVermaS/oBaldev
KumarVermaR/oH.No.274-A,
Second Floor, Gali no.26,Arjun
Nagar,SafdarjungEnclave,
Delhi-110029, changedmy
name toRahulVerma.

0040612850-4

II,,NNIIKKIITTAAMALIK,W/OVikramjeet
SinghMalik,R/OC-501,
Mahindra-Apartment,
VikasPuri,New-Delhi-110018,
inform that inmypassportmy
father’s name is incorrectly-
mentionedAJEETKUMAR
JAKHAR,while his correct-
name isAJEET JAKHAR.

0040612888-4

II,,KKiirrppaall Singh,S/oSh.Tej Pal
Singh,R/o 55-D,Pocket-B,SFS-
FlatsMayur-Vihar Phase-
|||,Delhi-110096,haveChanged
myMinorDaughter name,
fromAkriti Gautam toAkriti
Singh,for all futurepurposes.

0040612888-2

II,,MMaannoojj Goel,S/o-BrijMohan
Goel residing-RZ-18B, B-
Block,RoadNo.6,RaghuNagar,
PankhaRoad, Delhi-110045,
have changedmyname to
ManojGoyal,for all purposes.

0040612873-3

II,,MMaannjjiitt Kaur,W/o-Gurdeep
Singh residing-H.No. 410E/5,
Govindpuri, Kalkaji, Delhi,have
changedmyname toManjeet
Kaur for all purposes.

0040612873-4

II,,KKuullddeeeeppKumar,S/oUday
ChandR/oH.No.3372/1,
ChristanColony, Karol Bagh
Delhi-110005,inform that in
school records(Ramjas
school,pusa road )Father’s
namehasmentionedas
KuldeepRatharia,my
daughter nameasnitika
ratharia andmother nameas
KamleshRatharia insteadof
KuldeepKumar,nitika
rathariya andmeera.

0040612878-3

II,,KKaavviittaa RaniW/oPankaj Singh
R/oPermanent,R/oH.No.-265,
RajpurKhamapur-2, Uttar
Pradesh-250611, Presently R/o
B-208, Gali No.9, 2nd Floor,
Joharipur Extn.,Delhi-110094
declare that nameofminehas
beenwronglywritten as
Kavita Singh inmyminor Son
AbhinavSinghaged 14 years
in her School Records. Correct
name isKavitaRani.

0040612873-6

II,,MMeeeennuuW/oVijayKumar,R/o
H.N-J-A1, BeriWalaBaghHari
NagarMayaPuri S.OSouth
WestDelhi,Delhi-110064
declare that nameofminehas
beenwronglywrittenas
Meenaxi inmyminor daughter
Suhani aged 14 years in her
School Records. Theactual
nameofmine isMeenu.

0040612873-7

II,, Kirpal SinghS/oSh. Tej Pal
SinghR/o 55-D, Pocket-B, SFS
FlatsMayurVihar Phase-|||,
Delhi-110096haveChanged
myMinor sonname from
Pulkit Gautam toPulkit Singh
for all futurepurposes.

0040612888-5

I,POONAMDEVI,mother
of,SatyamKumarSingh,
presently,residingat,H.No. 52
,V.P.OSinha,PSKrishnagarh
Saraiya , Distt. Bhojpur,Bihar-
802316,have changedmy
name,fromPOONAMDEVI to
PUNAMDEVI,Vide-Affidavit
dated-05-MAY-2022.

0040612878-7

II,, Anureet kaur athwal@
Anureet W/OSh. Jeevan singh
athwal R/oB -15, Newpolice
line, kingswaycamp,Dr.
MukherjeeNagar, Delhi-
110009, have changedmy
nameand I hereinafter shall
be knownasAnureet kaur
athwal. 0040612822-1

II,, Geetika Sunejaw/oAkshay
Chanana r/o J-20, Ground
Floor, Rajouri Garden, Delhi-
110027have changedmy
nameGEETIKACHANANA
permanently. 0040612821-1

II,, PrakashChandra, S/oMohan
Chandra, ResidenceDI-608,
SpringMeadows, Techzone-4,
GreaterNoidaWest,
Gautambudhnagar, have
changedmynamePrakash
ChandraPathak toPrakash
Chandra for all future
purpose. 0070784443-1

II,, SomiaD/OGladwinNewton
R/OWZ-24, Keshopur
Village,Vikaspuri, Delhi-
110018, HaveChangedmy
Name toSomiaNewton.

0040612850-1

II,, ViveakBallyan, S/oHarveer
Singh, R/oBehindPolice
Station, Bhopa, Jansath,
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar
Pradesh-251308, have
changedmyminor Son’s name
fromAreenChoudhuri, aged
13 years toAaryanSingh
forever. 0070784433-1

I,MonaSedwal Srivastava,w/o
ManishKumar Srivastava,R/o
87, DeluxeApartments, B-
5,Vasundhara Enclave, Delhi-
110096,have changedmy
name toMonaSedwal,
permanently. 0040612850-6

I, Sevanti Devi ismother of No
15191964FRankNK (GD)
Parivesh,residingatVillage
Lalpur Post office andTehsil
Chakia, Distt. Chandauli (U.P)
Pin-232103. Unit StnHQ
Gulmarg J&K. I have changed
myname fromHEERAVATI
DEVI TOSEVANTIDEVI vide
Notarypublic affidavit at
Tangmarg (J&K) dated 30April
2022 0020438701

WWaanntteeddabeautiful convent
educatedBrahmingirl for 28
years oldB.tech.Civil
Himachali kangra young
teetotaler IndianArmyOfficer.
Boy isCaptain Engineer in the
IndianArmy. Father is a senior
HPGovt. officer;mother is a
teacher in theShimlaConvent
School. Preferably girl should
be fromHimachal, Punjab,
Chandigarh etc. Please
contact on-8580822975

0020438276-2

QQC&Productionmanager
required for Stitchingunit at
Falta.Minimum7year
experience. Email
pasarisilk.hr@gmail.com.
8240487569 0050196619

II,,KKIIRRTTII D/OKARANSINGHR/o,
C-11NEWASHOK-NAGAR,
DELHI-110096,have changed
myname toKIRTI SINGH,for all
futurepurpose. 0040612888-1

II,,IInndduuKumari D/oNityaKanta
Bordoloi R/o-Flat no.17
NeelkanthAppartment
Gadaipur, NewDelhi-110030
changedmyname to Indu
Kumari Bordoloi. 0040612829-1

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo KnownAs
Rabina,D/o-RajaRam
Mahto,R/o-RZ-34,Street.
Number-7, Part-2,Deep-
Endave,Vikas-Nagar,Uttam-
Nagar,West-Delhi-110059,have
changedmynameAndShall
Hereafter BeKnownAs
Sukhmeena. 0040612873-9

II,,HHiirraa Lal S/oSureshChandR/o
H.No.2073,Basti PipalWali,
Sadar-Bazar, Basti Julahan,
Delhi-110006,have changed
myname toHeera Lal.

0040612850-8

II,,HHaarrpprreeeett Kaur,W/o-Inderjeet
SinghSuri,R/o-32,Second-
Floor,Bhogal Lane,Jangpura
Bhogal,NewDelhi-110014,have
changedmyname,from
Harpreet Kaur,toHarpreet
Kaur Suri,for all purposes.

0040612873-2

II,,HHaarriisshhChander S/o-Bhola
RamR/o-H.No.119, 3rd Floor,
Block-G, Pocket-21, Sector-7,
Rohini, Delhi-85,have changed
myname toHarishChand for
all purposes. 0040612828-1

II,,CChhaannddeerr KantaW/oSanjiv
SharmaR/o 81,Vishwakarma
Apartments, Vasundhara-
Enclave,Delhi-110096,have
changedmyname toChander
Kanta Sharma. 0040612850-7

II,,BBaarrkkhhaaD/oPradeep
Tiwari,R/oH.No.12B, Gali.No.2,
F-Block,MolarbandExtn.
Badarpur, Delhi-110044,have
changedmyname toBarkha
Tiwari. 0040612850-9

II,,AAmmiitt SaxenaR/o-SB-48
Shastri NagarGhaziabadhave
changedmyminor son’s name
fromLakshaya toVihaan
Saxsena for all purposes.

0040612749-2

II,,AAmmiitt PrabhaSingh,S/oRam
ChanderR/o.Plot-970,Flat-F3,
Sadbhavna-Marg, Shalimar
Garden, Extension-1,
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, have
changedmyname to
Amarjeet. 0040612850-3

II,,AAMMIITTAARRAANNII GHOSH,MOTHER
OF,NIRMALKUMAR
GHOSH,R/O.SMQ-376/B-
3,CAMERO-COMPLEX
SUBROTO-PARKNEW-DELHI-
110010,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME,FROMAMITARANI
GHOSHTOAMITA
GHOSH,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT,
DATED-07/05/2022,BEFORE
NCT-DELHI. 0040612873-8

I,SYEDKHALDAZEEM,S/O.SYED
PARVEZAZEEM,ADD-3121,
GALIWAKILWALI-KUCHA
PANDIT-CENTRALDELHI-
110006,changedmyname to
SYEDKHALIDAZEEM,For
all,futurePurposes.

0040612873-5

II ArvindKumar S/o Late Sh.
MangeRamR/oH.No.166, Near
VeterinaryHospital, Burari,
Delhi-110084have changedmy
name toArvindGaur for all
purposes. 0040612818-7

II BhanavKharbandaS/oMr.
Shashi KharbandaR/oS-
1/19A, DLFPhase-3, Gurgaon-
122010 have changedmy
name toBhanavKharbandda
for all purposes. 0040612818-5

II JitenderKumar S/o Late Sh.
Jaimal SinghR/o 6573,
PradhanChowk,Nabikarim,
PaharGanj, Central Delhi,
Delhi-110055havechanged
thenameofmyminor son
fromYatharth alias Yatharth
Kataria toYatharthKataria for
all purposes. 0040612818-8

IIManishGuptaS/oMr. Vinod
GuptaR/o 48, Banarsi Dass
Estate, Timarpur, Delhi-110054
have changed thenameofmy
minor son fromMaadhav
Gupta toMadhavGupta for all
purposes. 0040612818-6

IIMohit NamanS/oPCBhartiya
R/oShipraKrishnaVista
IndirapuramGhaziabad
declare thatmyson’s name
writtenasYashasvi Krishna
andYashasviNamanbothare
samepersonandhis correct
name isYashasviNaman for
all futurepurposes.

0050196535-1

II knownasDharmenderKumar
S/OShri RamDarash residing
at 37, JJ CAMP,Giri Nagar,
Kalkaji, SouthDelhi, Delhi-
110019 have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasDharmenderKumar
Verma. videaffidavit dated
5/5/22, Delhi. 0050196521-1

II,, AJITESH,W/oPARAMJIT
SINGH, R/o A49A, Bhagwati
GardenExtn., UttamNagar,
D.K.MohanGarden,West
Delhi, Delhi-110059, have
changedmyname to AJITESH
DHADWAL for all purposes.

0070784381-1

II,, AjayKumar, S/oDharamPal
Singh, R/oD-6, Pocket-A, INA
Colony, Delhi-110023, have
changedmyminor Son’s name
fromKaaynasSingh, aged 12
years toKiyaanSingh forever.

0070784429-1

I,GUDANDEVI,mother of,Akash
KumarSingh, presently,
residingat,Vill- Liladharpur,
PO-Parasiya,PS-Brahampur,
Distt-Buxar,Bihar-802111,have
changedmyname,from
GUDANDEVI toGEETA
DEVI,Vide-Affidavit dated-05-
MAY-2022. 0040612878-6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Shamim Khan wife of Mr. Khalli Khan
R/o J&K-64, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092
am the owner of BUILTUP UPPER
GROUND FLOOR OF PROPERTY
BEARING NO. J&K 72-A, AREA
MEASURING 60.5Q. YDS., J&K BLOCK,
LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-110092.
The Original Sale Deed executed by Sh.
Surender Dutt in Favor of Mr. Manoj
Kumar duly registered as duly registered
as Document No. 525, Book No. 1, Vol.
No. 21 on pages 62 to 73 on 18.07.2013 in
the office of S.R. VIII-A Delhi in respect of
the above mentioned Property has been
lost and I have lodged the information
Report on 04.05.2022 vide LR No.
368973/2022.
The said property is absolutely free from
any encumbrances whatsoever. If any
person has any claim or interest over the
said property, she/he is requested to
forwad their claim/s along with the relevent
docuemnts to me within 7 days of this
public notice, if no claim is received, it
shall be presumed after 7 days that it is
free from all encumbrances.

Sd/-
SANJEEV KUMAR (Advocate)

R-319, Ramesh Park,
Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general public is hereby informed that I,
Darshan Mala Jain W/o Shri Anand Jain, am the
owner of GROUND FLOOR AND FIRST FLOOR
WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS PART OF
PROPERTY NO. 66, BLOCK. B, ASHOK
VIHAR, PHASE-I, DELHI, have lost the following
original documents detailed as under:-
1. Cancelled Perpetual Lease Deed dated

08/05/1972, regd. document No. 6350, in
addl. Book No. I, Volume No. 2838, on pages
No. 66 to 71, dated 06/06/1972, Sub-
Registrar, Delhi.

2. Conveyance Deed dated 07/02/2003, regd.
document No. 2934, in addl. Book No. I,
Volume No. 3064, on pages No. 125 to 127,
dated 07/02/2003, Sub-Registrar, Sub- Distt.
VI, Delhi.

3. Sale Deed dated 27/01/2005, regd. document
No. 2886, in addl. Book No. I, Volume No.
5751, on pages No. 58 to 68, dated
27/01/2005, Sub-Registrar, Sub-Distt. VI,
Delhi.

Further I hereby declare that my above said
property is at present mortgaged with the Bank.
An Online FIR to that effect vide LR No.
376442/2022, dated 06/05/2022, already filed by
me, any person who found my lost documents
may contact me at this No. 9717779968

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concerned that my
client Smt. Venu Sharma W/o Shri
Anupam Sharma D/o Shri Tek Chand
Rangra, aged 68 years, R/o D-212,
Sector 49, Noida, U.P.-201301 hereby
disowns and disinherits her son Shri
Anurag Sharma (DOB-25.11.1971),
daughter-in-law Smt. Tarran and their
family members including grand-son
Caran from all her properties both
movable and immovable due to their
rude, disrespectful and harsh behaviour
towards my client. Any person dealing
with them shall do so at his/her/their
own risk and responsibility.

Sd/-
ANITA BURMAN

Advocate
Ch. No. X-45, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concerned that my
client Shri Anupam Sharma S/o Shri
Surinder Nath Sharma, aged 66 years,
R/o D-212, Sector 49, Noida, U.P.-
201301 hereby disowns and disinherits
his son Shri Anurag Sharma (DOB-
25.11.1971), daughter-in-law Smt.
Tarran and their family members
including grand-son Caran from all his
properties both movable and
immovable due to their rude,
disrespectful and harsh behaviour
towards my client. Any person dealing
with them shall do so at his/her/their
own risk and responsibility.

Sd/-
ANITA BURMAN

Advocate
Ch. No. X-45, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
The public at large is informed that my client
Bhavesh, S/ o Sh. Sat Parkash, R/o H.No. 32,
Block-B-6, Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-110085 is
indented to purchase the property bearing No. 46-
A, 1st Floor, Western Side, Kamla Nagar, Delhi-
110007 from its owner Rahul Jain S/o Shri
Subhash Chand Jain R/o 46-A, 1st Floor, Western
Side, Kamla Nagar, Delhi-110007, if any person
having any claims, objections regarding to the said
property should contact my client within one month
of the publication of this notice, along with
documents, there after no claim will be considered
and my client will get execute the papers in respect
of the said property. My client will not be
responsible for any claims of whatsoever after
execution of the documents in respect to the said
property.

Sd/-
ABHISHEK GUPTA

Advocate
Ch. No. 561, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
my client Mr.Rajinder Dhingra and his
wife Smt. Suman Dhingra Both R/o J-
5/101-G Second Floor Rajouri Garden
New Delhi, Presently residing at Q-60,
Second floor Rajouri Garden Janta
Market New Delhi-110027 now has
withdrawn the earlier notice dated
17/04/2021 in Indian Express and Jan
Satta daily News Paper, regarding
debar of his sons and their wife
namely 1). Tarun Dhingra and his wife
Smt. Karie Moss Dhingra 2). Rajat
Dhingra and his wife Smt. Neha Gaba
Dhingra & 3). Mohit Dhinga and his
wife Smt. Anjali vadhwa dhingra, The
said sons and their wife has now
been changed himself being his habit
as an obedient and faithful, hence, has
been joined the family and is living
peacefully.

Sd/-M.K.Sharma(Advocate)
Ch. No.201, SIB (Authority Building),

Janakpuri, New Delhi-58
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is inform That My Client Sh. KAILASH
CHAND S/o MANGALA RAM & his wife
Smt. SAVITRI both R/o M-171-172, J J
Colony Raghubir Nagar Delhi 110027
disowned and debarred their son namely
Praveen S/o- Kailash Chand from their all
movable and immovable property due to
certain issues, personal differences &
irregular behavior. Any act done by them
which even include money, property,
emotional activity is not related to us. My
Client are not legally responsible for any
claim made by them of any kind.

Sd/-
RITU VERMA (ADVOCATE)

EnrI No:- D/1126/92

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
client Tara Dutt Upadhyaya S/o Sh. Bhawani
Datt Upadhyaya & Chandra Devi W/o Tara
Dutt Upadhyaya R/o C-3/24, Street No. 3,
Dayalpur, Karawal Nagar, Delhi-110094, have
severed all their relations with son named
Manoj Kumar Upadhyaya and his wife
Pushpa Mehra alias Pooja due to their
quarrelsome & rude behaviour towards my
client and debar they from all their movable
and immovable properties. In future, anybody
dealing with them, shall do so at their own risk
and responsibility. My client shall not be
responsible for their any act and deed.

Sd/-
RAMESH KUMAR

Advocate
Office:- Lawyer’s Block, SR-II,

Service Industry Building,
District centre,

Janak Puri, New Delhi-110058

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to the General Public at
large that my client Smt. Santosh wife of
Late Shri Man Singh resident of D-2/143A,
Jeewan Park, Pankha Road, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059 have severed all her
relations socially, financially in all respects
with her son Shri Suresh Kumar and his
wife Smt. Pinky because they are not
obedient to my client since long time and
arc harassing my client for their greed and
also debarred and disowned them from
inheriting any movable and immovable
properties owned by my above said client.
Any person dealing with them will do so at
his/her/their own risk.

Pardeep Kumar (Advocate)
Enrol. No. D/4208/2016

Officer Shop No.6. Plot No. 7A,
DDA Building, District, Centre,
Janak Puri, New Delhi-110058
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II,,RReennuuGupta,W/OHariom
Gupta,have lostmyAgreement
andPaymentReceipt Plot.No-
A-99, Ansal Landmark,
ShushantCityVedvyasPuri,
Meerut.FinderContact:
9999269779. 0040612873-10

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

“e”Procurement Notice for Road Work
Identification No.- Online Tender- Road N.C.B. No. 329 for 2021-22

Letter No. 1293/Date. 02.05.2022

O-175

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of
tender On-line for

bidding

Last Date &
Time of
seeking
Tender

Clarification

Date & Time of
Opening of Tender
in O/O C.C.E.R.W.
Circle, Balasore

From To Technical
Bid

Financial
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief Construction
Engineer, Rural
Works Circle,
Balasore

N.C.B. No.-
329

Dt..
09.05.2022

at 11.00
A.M

Dt..
24.05.2022
up to 5.00

P.M

Dt..
23.05.2022
up to 5.00

P.M.

Dt..
25.05.2022

at 11.00
A.M

Will be
intimated

letter.

1. Name of the Work :- PMGSY Road Work

2. Total No. of work :- 01 No. (One)

3. Estimated Cost :- Rs. 342.95 lakhs (Approximately)
4. Eligible Class of

Contractor
:- ‘A’, & Special Class (of Odisha P.W.D. ) or

relevant Class of other licensing authorities
(as per annexure).

5. Period of
Completion

:- 11 Calendar months for the work

6. Other details :-

Further details can be seen from the website www.pmgsytenders.gov.in
Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer
R.W. Circle, Balasore

OIPR-25105/11/0007/2223

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER NATIONAL HIGHWAYS,
BLOCK-D, NIRMAN BHAWAN, NIGAM VIHAR, SHIMLA-171002

NOTICE INVITING BID
Bid No. PW-CE-NH-CTR-Tender Notice/EPC-34/2022- Dated 06.05.2022

RFP FOR PERIODICAL RENEWAL ON JALANDHAR-HOSHIARPUR-GAGRET-AMB-NAUDAN-HAMIRPUR-TAUNIDEVI-
AWAHDEVI-SARKAGHAT- MANDI ROAD FROM KM 100/0 TO 114/0 AND KM 137/435 TO 140/200 ON NH-70 IN THE STATE
OF HP ON EPC MODE. ( TENDER NO. EPC-34/2022).

The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways through Chief Engineer NH HPPWD Shimla is engaged in the development of
National Highways and as part of this Endeavour, it has been decided to undertake Periodical Renewal on Jalandhar-
Hoshiarpur-Gagret-Amb-Naudan-Hamirpur-TauniDevi- Awahdevi-Sarkaghat- Mandi road from km 100/0 to 114/0 and km
137/435 to 140/200 on NH-70 in the state of HP on EPC Mode (Tender No. EPC-34/2022) through an Engineering,
Procurement and Construction (EPC)Contract.

Himachal Pradesh Public works Department through Chief Engineer NH HPPWD Shimla now invites bids from
eligible contractors for the following project:

State NH No.
Tender

Package
No.

Name of
Work

Estimated
Civil Cost Of

Project*

Completion
period

Maintenanc
e Period

Himachal
Pradesh

NH-70 EPC-34

Periodical Renewal on Jalandhar-
Hoshiarpur-Gagret- Amb- Naudan-
Hamirpur- Tauni Devi- Awahdevi-
Sarkaghat- Mandi road from km
100/0 to 114/0 and km 137/435 to
140/200 on NH-70 in the state of
HP on EPC Mode

Rs.5.33
Crores*

06 Months 03 years

NOTE*:
1. The Estimated Project Cost is the Civil Cost of the work without GST and is used only for Evaluation Purpose.The

bid should be quoted as per BoQ inclusive of GST.
The complete BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official portal of e-procurement portal of MoRT&H

(https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) from 06-05-2022 (1800 Hrs. IST) to 06-06-2022 (upto 1100 Hrs IST). Bidder must submit
its Technical bid & Financial Bid at (https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.) and also Technical Bid at (https://bims.gov.in.) on or
before 06-06-2022 (upto 1100 Hours IST). It is mandatory to submit the Technical Bids on (https://bims.gov.in.) also. Bids
received online shall be opened on 07-06-2022 (at 1130 Hours IST). Any document not uploaded on e-procurement portal shall
not be considered.

Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, a BID Security of Rs. 10.66 lacs (Ten Lacs and Sixty Six
Thousand Only) shall be transmitted through SFMS Gateway to “Executive Engineer, National Highways, Hamirpur”,
document fee receipt deposited through Bharatkosh / NTRP only, Power of Attorney and Joint Bidding Agreement etc. shall be
submitted physically by the Bidder on or before 07-06-2022 (at 1100 Hours IST), Please note that the Chief Engineer, NH,
HPPWD, Shimla-2 reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the BIDs without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Officer In-charge
For and on Behalf of Governor of HP
Chief Engineer,
National Highway, Nirman Bhawan
HPPWD, Shimla-171002
Phone/ Fax 0177-2629416
e-mail: ce-nh-hp@nic.in

0821/HP Chief Engineer(NH)
HP.PWD. Shimla-2.

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Engineer-in-Chief, Jal ShaktiVibhag, JalShakiBhawan Shimla-171005 on behalf of the Governor of

Himachal Pradesh invites two covers (Technical & Financial Bid)online tender from manufacturers for
supply of “ ISI Marked Centrifugally Cast (Spun) Ductile Iron Pressure Pipes for water, Gas &
Sewerage with socket & Spigot ends conforming to IS: 8329/2000 in standard lengths of required
diameters for classification K-7& K-9, suitable for push onJoint &Rubber Gasket D Jointing with
cement mortar lining inside and Zinc Coating outside the pipe of various sizes from 80mm to
600mm dia (126832 Rmt) amounting to Rs. 23.76 Crore approximatelyso as to be uploaded online on
or before27.05.2022 upto 5.00PM on the site https://hptenders.gov.in. The technical bid will be opened
online on the next day i.e. 28.05.2022 at 11:30AM by the committee constituted by the department in the
presence of the intending tenderers or their authorized representatives, if they wish to do so. If the opening
date happens to be a holiday then the tenders will be received upto and opened on the next working day at
same time. The descriptions given herein are in brief. The complete details and the tender documents
containing B.O.Q. with specification and other terms and conditions can be downloaded from the above-
mentioned website.
1. The Cost of Tender Form Rs. 2500/- and Earnest Money Rs. 10.00 Lacs (Rupees Ten Lakh only

be deposited either through online mode (e-payment) or physical mode.In case of physical mode in
the shape of National Saving Certificates, banker’s cheque, demand draft or fixed deposit duly
pledged in favour of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division. No. I, Kasumpati, Shimla-9. Earnest
Money shall be refundable to un-successful tenderers only after finalization of the tender and shall
be retained in case of successful tenderers which shall be treated as security deposit to be
refunded after the successful completion of supply.
In case of physical mode the scanned copy of all these documents and proof of cost of tender form
and earnest money payment be uploaded alongwith the original documents be submitted in the o/o
Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Kasumpti, Shimla-9 by 11:30 AM on or before
28.05.2022.

2. In the two cover tender, first cover shall contain scanned copy for proof of cost of tender form,
earnest money and all other specified documents as per terms and conditions of the tender to
check the technical eligibility. The second packet shall contain only the financial bid.

The financial bid of only those bidders shall be opened whose first packet is found in order as
per the terms and conditions document as verified from the scanned copies of original documents
uploaded by the firms.

The offer of the tender shall be kept open for 120 days. The Engineer-in-Chief, Jal ShaktiVibhag
reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons.

The authorization letter regarding Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) of the person authorized by
the firm to upload the bid be uploaded along with the other documents online. 0846/HP

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff Àff.d³f.d½f. ½fÈ°f, ªf`Àf»f¸fZSXS
IiY¸ffaIY- A.A./ªf`Àf»f/2022-23/373 dQ³ffaIY:- 27.04.2022

d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 01/2022-23
SfªfÀ±ff³f IZ Sfª¹f´ff»f ¸fWûQ¹f I e AûS ÀfZ ªf`Àf»f¸fZS dªf»fZ ¸fZÔ ·f½f³f E½fa ÀfOÞI d³f¸ffÊ¯f I f¹fÊ IZ d»fE C´f¹fb¢°f
ßfZ¯fe IZ Àff½fÊªfd³fI d³f¸ffÊ¯f d½f·ff¦f SfªfÀ±ff³f ¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f Àfa½fZQI ûÔ E½fa Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS/IZ ³Qi ÀfSI fS IZ Ad²fIÈ °f
Àfa¦fN³fûÔ/IZ ³Qie¹f »fûI d³f¸ffÊ¯f d½f·ff¦f/OfI E½fa QcSÀfa¨ffS d½f·ff¦f/Sm»½fZ B°¹ffdQ°f ¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f Àfa½fZQI ûÔ, ªfû dI
SfªfÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS IZ C´f¹fb¢°f ßfZ¯fe IZ Àfa½fZQI ûÔ IZ Àf¸fI Ãf Wû, ÀfZ I f¹fûË WZ°fb BÊ-MZ¯OÎS¦f IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f
´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ ´fif´°f I e ªff½fZÔ¦feÜ d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f d½f½fS¯f ½fZ¶f ÀffBÊM www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ½f http://www.pwd.rajasthan.gov.in/½f
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZ£ff ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü
NIB Code- PWD2223A0294

WXÀ°ff./-
(E¨f.EÀf. SXfNXüOÞX)
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff

DIPR/c/6225/2022 Àff.d³f.d½f. ½fÈ°f ªf`Àf»f¸fZSX

IiY.
Àfa.
dªf»ff IYf¹fÊ/´f`IZYªf IYf ³ff¸f ½f À±ff³f

UBN No.
A³fb¸ffd³f°f
»ff¦f°f

(»ff£fûÔ ¸fZÔ)

²fSXûWXSX
SXfdVf 2%
& 0.5%

IYf¹fÊ ´fc¯fÊ
IYSX³fZ IYe
A½fd²f

d³fd½fQf d¶fIiYe E½fa ´fifd´°f
IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f IYf ³ff¸f

1 ªf`Àf»f¸fZS PWD2223WSOB00976 Rehabilitation work on
MDR, ODR & VR under RIDF-24 for the Year
2018-19, Package No. RJ-17-01/SRF/RIDF-
24/Reh./P/218-19 (Remaining work)

398.75 797500/-
193375/-

06 ¸ffW ßfe¸ff³f Ad°f. ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fa°ff
Àff.d³f.d½f. Àfa·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f
ªfû²f´fbS (¸fb. ¶ffOÞ¸fZS)

2 ªf`Àf»f¸fZS PWD2223WSOB00977 Construction of
Government Girls Collage at Pokaran (Remaining
work)

265.40 530800/-
132700/-

10 ¸ffW A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff
Àff.d³f.d½f. ½fÈ°f ªf`Àf»f¸fZS

New Delhi



OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER CHIEF
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, NAVA RAIPUR,

ATAL NAGAR (CENTRAL TENDER CELL)
E-Procurement Tender Notice

Main Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
Tenders are invited for the Following works:-
S. System Name of Work PAC
No. Tender No./ Amount

Date (Rupees
in lacs)

1 97686 Construction of Koba to Kumahalori 271.82
First Call Road Length 2.40 K.M. i/c Bridge and

21.04.2022 Culverts Distt.- Balod (C.G.)
2 98046 Construction of Four lane Khandoba 2103.92

First Call Mandir to Mahamaya Chowk Ratanpur
25.04.2022 to Khutaghat Road Length 9.70 km

(Actual Length 7.00 Km).
3 97812 Construction of High Level Bridge and 310.64

First Call Approach Road Across Gej River near
25.04.2022 Muktidham on N.H.-43 Road.

4 97760 CONSTRUCTION OF KILKILA TO 382.66
First Call NARAYANPUR APPROACH ROAD

25.04.2022 (LENGTH-3.35 KM) DISTT. JASHPUR
(C.G.) (Work Code- W22234)

5 97939 CONSTRUCTION OF SALHI TO 308.25
First Call KARMGHONGHA ROAD LENGTH

25.04.2022 1.94 KM DISTT. KOREA (C.G.)
6 97940 Widening of Bridge at Motimpur 212.15

First Call (Amartapu) Temple Approach Road.
25.04.2022

7 97680 Construction of Bharritola to Jarradih Road 255.89
First Call Length 2.20 K.M. i/c Bridge and Culverts

25.04.2022 Distt- Balod (C.G.)
8 98349 New B.T. Work on Boriyajhar-Kosarngi 213.26

First Call Road (Length 2.350 Km.) i/c. Culverts at
25.04.2022 Distt. Mahasamund C.G. (Dn. Mahasamund).

9 98353 CONSTRCTION OF GHATULA MAIN ROAD 1211.33
First Call TO BHISHAMPURI-BIRNASILLI CRPF

26.04.2022 CAMP ROAD (L. 9.225 KM) I/C. BRIDGES
& CULVERTS AT DISTT. DHAMTARI
(DHAMTARI DN.) (UNDER NABARD)

10 98045 CONSTRUCTION OF CHHATATSARAI TO 711.27
First Call JHIMKI APPROACH ROAD LENGTH 5.86

26.04.2022 K.M. DISTT. JASHPUR (C.G.) (Work code-
W22232)

11 98143 STREGTHENING OF CHANDANDIH- 281.26
First Call ATARI ROAD, LENGTH 2.40 K.M. I/C.

27.04.2022 CULVERTS AT DISTT. RAIPUR.
(VIDHANSABH DN. RAIPUR)

12 97938 Construction of 100 Beded Hostel Building 268.84
First Call At ITI Mardapal i/c Water Supply & Sanitary

28.04.2022 Fitting & Electrification work.
13 98213 WIDENING & B.T. WORK WORK ON 426.83

First Call DEOPURI-AMLIDIH ROAD 2.00 KM
28.04.2022 (ACTUAL LENGTH 2.30 KM) I/C. CULVERTS

AT DISTT-RAIPUR (C.G.) {CGRIDCL}.
14 98237 Construction of Sodh-Karamal Road, Length- 491.59

First Call 3.00 km Distt- Bemetara (CGRIDCL)
28.04.2022

15 98328 CONSTRUCTION OF H.L. BRIDGE ACROSS 565.17
Third Call KURIYA NALLA ON PIPARCHHEDI-
29.04.2022 TARSINWA ROAD.

16 98560 B.T. WORK OF VARIOUS ROAD UNDER 203.50
Third Call SUB DIVISION KUNKURI LODHMA
02.05.2022 APPROACH ROAD LENGTH=0.60 KM.,

(Work Code- 7610520210006) RAMSAGAR-
BHANDARI ROAD LENGTH=3.80 KM.,
(Work code-7610520210009) RANIKOMBO
TO NARAYANPUR ROAD LENGTH=1.00
KM., (Work code- 7610520210007) SAJBA-
HAR-BANGAON ROAD LENGTH=3.80 KM.,
(Work Code-7610520210010) & SINGIBAHAR-
LATHBORA ROAD LENGTH=5.00 KM.,(Work
Code- 7610520210011) Distt. JASHPUR (C.G.)

17 98562 CONSTRUCTION OF HIRAPUR-JARWAY 259.12
Second Call INTERNAL ROAD, LENGTH 1.50 K.M. I/C.
02.05.2022 CULVERTS AT DISTT. RAIPUR

(VIDHANSABH DN. RAIPUR)
18 98563 B.T. RENEVAL WORK OF JOOR-PIDHA ROAD

Fourth Call KM. 3.20 (Work code- 7810520210001) 272.92
02.05.2022 B.T. RENEWAL WORK OF KANCHANPUR-

PHULKONA ROAD K.M. 1.00 TO 2.00=2.00
(Work code- 7810520210002) B.T. RENEWAL
WORK OF KEDARPUR APPROCH ROAD
KM 1 TO 2=2.00 (Work code- 7810520210003)
B.T. RENEWAL WORK OF KOT-AMGAON
ROAD KM 1 TO 3/6=2.60 (Work code-
7810520210004) B.T. RENEWAL WORK OF
PAVANPUR-BITHIYAPARA PARMESHWARPUR
ROAD KM 1 TO 6/4=5.30 (Work code-781052021005)
B.T. RENEWAL WORK OR KRISHNAPUR TO
NAWAPARA ROAD 2.60 (Work code-7810520210006)
B.T. RENEWAL WORK OF MAKARBANDHA-
ARJUNPUR ROAD KM 1 TO 4=4.00
(Work code-7810520210007)

Last Date of Tender Downloading For S.No. 15, 16, 18 date
17.05.2022, S.No. 17 date 19.05.2022 other Tenders Date are
Scheduled as Date 24.05.2022. For more details on the tender and
bidding process please visit the above mentioned portal.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

(Central Tender Cell)
Office of Engineer IN Chief

90931 P.W.D. Nava Raipur Atal Nagar

SXfªfÀ±ff³f ÀfSXIYfSX

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Af¶fIYfSXe Af¹fb¢°f, SXfªfÀ±ff³f, CXQ¹f´fbSX
Af¶fIYfSXe ·f½f³f 2-¶fbd³f¹ff½ff»ff, ´fa¨f½fMXe, CXQ¹f´fbSX-313001

IiY¸ffaIY ´f. 32 (¶fe) (1) Af¶f/E»f/2022/3851 dQ³ffaIY: 07.05.2022

¸fdQSXf IYe ´fOX°f SXWXe dSXMZX»f AfgRY IY¸´fûdªfMX QbIYf³fûÔ IZY A³fbÄff´fÂf WZX°fb
BÊX-d³fd½fQf Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff:-

Àf½fÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI Af¶fI fSe E½fa ¸fô-Àfa¹f¸f ³fed°f ½f¿fÊ 2022-23
E½fa ½f¿fÊ 2023-24 IZ A³fbÀffS ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f ½f¿fÊ 2022-23 IZ d»fE ´fO°f SWe I ¸´fûdªfM
¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ IZ d»fE Afg³f»ffBÊ³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f I S³fZ WZ°fb d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS BÊ-
d³fd½fQfEZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`:-

BÊ-d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ I e Vf°fZÊ-
1. ¹fW d³fd½fQf ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM https://www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in °f±ff d½f·ff¦fe¹f
½fZ¶fÀffBÊM https://rajexcise.gov.in ´fS QZ£fe/OfC³f»fûO I e ªff ÀfI °fe W`Ü d³fd½fQf
¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ WZ°fb ½fZ¶fÀffBM https://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS dõ-·ff¦f
¶fû»fe Àfa¶fad²f°f d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fidIi ¹ff ´fc¯fÊ I S°fZ WbE, ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS C´f»f¶²f BÊ»fZ¢MÑfZd³fI
R ûS¸fZM IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ We Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Àfa¶fad²f°f Ad·f»fZ£f A´f»fûO I S Àfa¶fad²f°f QbI f³f
WZ°fb SfdVf ´fiÀ°ffd½f°f I e ªff ÀfIZ ¦feÜ

2. QZVfe ¸fdQSf, SfªfÀ±ff³f d³fd¸fÊ°f ¸fdQSf (RML), ·ffS°f d³fd¸fÊ°f d½fQZVfe ¸fdQSf (IMFL)
E½fa ¶fe¹fS I e I ¸´fûdªfM QbI f³fûÔ I f dªf»fZ½ffS E½fa C³fIZ Af½fZQ³f Vfb»I , A³fb¸ffd³f°f
¦ffS¯Me SfdVf, A¸ff³f°f SfdVf, ²fSûWS SfdVf, ´faªfeI S¯f I e ´fidIi ¹ff, ´faªfeI S¯f Vfb»I I f
d½f½fS¯f d½f·ff¦fe¹f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM https://rajexcise.gov.in E½fa
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f SWZ¦feÜ

3. Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ WZ°fb B¨LbI Af½fZQI õfSf ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ I f ¨f¹f³f I S
R f¸fÊ OfC³f»fûO I SIZ Af½fZQ³f Vfb»I E½fa A¸ff³f°f SfdVf ¹f±ffÀfa·f½f d³fd½fQf I e Ad³°f¸f
d°fd±f ÀfZ EI dQ½fÀf ´fW»fZ Sf°f 11.59 °fI ¨ff»ff³f ÀfZ SfªfI û¿f ¸fZÔ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f/AfgR »ffBÊ³f
ªf¸ff Wû ªff³fe ¨ffdW¹fZÜ EZÀff I S³fZ ÀfZ d³fd½fQfQf°ff d½fd·f³³f ´fiI fS I e °fI ³feI e Àf¸fÀ¹ffAûÔ
ÀfZ ¶f¨f ÀfIZ ¦fZÜ d³fd½fQfQf°ff I û d³f¸³fd»fd£f°f SfdVf¹ffa C³fIZ Àf¸ff³fZ C»»fZd£f°f SfªfI û¿f
¸fQ ¸fZÔ ªf¸ff I S½ff³fe Wû¦fe:-

4. ´fi°¹fZI QbI f³f IZ d»f¹fZ Afg³f»ffBÊ ³f d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ WZ°fb d³f²ffÊdS°f A³fb¸ffd³f°f
¦ffS¯Me SfdVf I e 2 ´fid°fVf°f SfdVf A¸ff³f°f SfdVf IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf IZ Àff±f ªf¸ff
I Sf¹fe ªff³fe W`Ü

5. d³fd½fQfQf°ff õfSf A³fb¸ffd³f°f ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf ÀfZ Ad²fI ¹ff I ¸f I e d³fd½fQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I e ªff
ÀfIZ ¦feÜ A³fb¸ffd³f°f ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf ÀfZ Ad²fI SfdVf I e d³fd½fQf ´fif´°f Wû³fZ ´fS °f°I f»f
À½feIÈ d°f ªffSe I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ A³fb¸ffd³f°f ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf ÀfZ I ¸f SfdVf I e d³fd½fQf ´fif´°f Wû³fZ
´fS À½feIÈ d°f IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf d³f¯ffÊ¹fI Àfd¸fd°f õfSf d³f¯fÊ¹f d»f¹ff ªff¹fZ¦ff, ªfû
d³fd½fQfQf°ff I û ¸ff³f³ff Wû¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf d³f¯ffÊ¹fI Àfd¸fd°f I û A³fb¸ffd³f°f ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf I e
°fb»f³ff ¸fZÔ I ¸f ´fiÀ°ffd½f°f ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf I e d³fd½fQf I û À½feI fS I S³fZ ¹ff d¶f³ff I fS¯f
¶f°ff¹fZ AÀ½feI fS I S³fZ IZ Àf¸fÀ°f Ad²fI fS Wû¦fZÜ

6. ÀfR »f d³fd½fQfQf°ff I û ²fSûWS SfdVf, Ad¦fi¸f ½ffd¿fÊI ¦ffS³Me SfdVf E½fa ½ffd¿fÊI »ffBÊÀfZ³Àf
R eÀf BÊ-d³fd½fQf IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ d½fÀ°fÈ°f dQVff d³fQZÊVf E½fa Vf°fûË, ªfû d½f·ff¦fe¹f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
https://rajexcise.gov.in E½fa www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`,
IZ A³fbÀffS ªf¸ff I S³fe Wû¦feÜ

7. d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f ¸fZÔ ½ffhdL°f SfdVf¹ffh ¹f±ff-²fSûWS SfdVf, Ad¦fi¸f ½ffd¿fÊI ¦ffS³Me SfdVf E½fa
½ffd¿fÊI »ffBÊÀfZÔÀf R eÀf ªf¸ff ³f I Sf³fZ ´fS À½feIÈ d°f d³fSÀ°f I S Àf¸fÀ°f ªf¸ff SfdVf ªf~Sfªf
I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ

8. ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ IZ ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f WZ°fb ½fZ We ½¹fd¢°f BÊ-d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ ÀfIZÔ ¦fZÔ, ªfû SfªfÀ±ff³f
Af¶fI fSe Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1950 E½fa BÀfIZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ¶f³ffE ¦fE d³f¹f¸fûÔ, Af¶fI fSe E½fa
¸f²¹fÀfa¹f¸f ³fed°f ½f¿fÊ 2022-23 Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ d½fÀ°fÈ°f dQVff d³fQZÊVf, Af¶fI fSe ³fed°f ½f¿fÊ
2022-23 E½fa 2023-24 °f±ff ´fifø ´f A³fbÄff´fÂf B°¹ffdQ https://rajexcise.gov.in
½f www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`, dªf³fI f BÊ-d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ
ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ ·f»fe ·ffgd°f A²¹f¹f³f I S »fZ³ff ¨ffdWEÜ A³¹f ªff³fI fSe WZ°fb Àfa¶fad²f°f Ad°fdS¢°f
Af¹fb¢°f ªfû³f, dªf»ff Af¶fI fSe E½fa dªf»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fSe I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ÀfZ Àf¸´fIÊ dI ¹ff
ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü

9. BÊ-d³fd½fQf IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ A³¹f ´fif½f²ff³f Af¶fI fSe E½fa ¸fôÀfa¹f¸f ³fed°f ½f¿fÊ 2022-23 ½f
½f¿fÊ 2023-24 E½fa SfªfÀ±ff³f Af¶fI fSe Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1950 E½fa BÀfIZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ¶f³fZ d³f¹f¸f
IZ A³fbÀffS SWZ¦fZÜ

10. BÊ-d³fd½fQf IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ ¹fdQ I ûBÊ d½f½ffQ C°´f³³f Wû°ff W` °fû ³¹ffd¹fI ÃûÂf Àfa¶fad²f°f dªf»ff
We SWZ¦ffÜ

WXÀ°ff/-
(´fiIYfVf SXfªf´fbSXûdWX°f)

Af¶fIYfSXe Af¹fb¢°f, SXfªfÀ±ff³f

1 ¶fû»feQÀ°ff½fZªf Afg³f»ffBÊ³f OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ
I e dQ³ffaI ½f Àf¸f¹f

dQ³ffaI 10.05.2022 ´fif°f: 10.00 ¶fªfZ
ÀfZ

2 ´fie-d¶fO d¸fdMa¦f I f dQ³ffaI ½f Àf¸f¹f/À±ff³f dQ³ffaI 11.05.2022 ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fªfZ
Àfa¶fad²f°f dªf»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fSe
I f¹ffÊ»f¹fÜ

3 ¶fû»feQÀ°ff½fZªf Afg³f»ffBÊ³f A´f»fûO I S³fZ
I e ´fifS¸·f ½f Ad³°f¸f dQ³ffaI ½f Àf¸f¹f

dQ³ffaI 12.05.2022 I û ´fif°f: 11.00
¶fªfZ ÀfZ dQ³ffaI 16.05.2022 °fI
Àff¹faI f»f 6.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

4 °fI ³feI e d¶fO (A¸ff³f°f SfdVf, Af½fZQ³f
Vfb»I , ´fiûÀfZdÀfa¦f R eÀf ªf¸ff IZ QÀ°ff½fZªf
E½fa d³fd½fQfQf°ff I e §fû¿f¯ff) £fû»f³fZ I e
dQ³ffaI ½f Àf¸f¹f

dQ³ffaI 17.05.2022 I û ´fif°f: 10.00
¶fªfZ ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f dªf»ff Af¶fI fS e
Ad²fI fSe I f¹ffÊ»f¹fÜ

5 d½fØfe¹f d³fd½fQf £fû»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI , Àf¸f¹f ½f
À±ff³f

dQ³ffaI 17.05.2022 I û Àff¹faI f»f
04.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f dªf»ff Af¶fI fSe
Ad²fI fSe I f¹ffÊ»f¹fÜ

IiY.
Àfa.

d½f½fSX¯f SXfdVf SXfªfIYû¿f »fZ£ff ¸fQ

1 RISL I e
´fidIi ¹ff/
´faªfeI S¯f
Vfb»I

1000/- 8658-00-102-(16)-
01 (dÀfd½f»f d½f·ff¦f)

2 Af½fZQ³f
Vfb»I

d³fd½fQf IZ Àfaa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ ªffSe dQVff-d³fQZVf E½fa
Vf°fûÊ I e Vf°fÊ Àfa£¹ff 6.11 IZ A³fbÀffS ø .
75000/-ÀfZ »fZI S 2,00,000 °fI
(A³fb̧ ffd³f°f ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf IZ A³fbÀffS)

0039-00-501-01-00
(Af½fZQ³f Vfb»I )

3 A¸ff³f°f SfdVf A³fb¸ffd³f°f ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf I e 2 ´fid°fVf°f 8443-00-103-00-00
(´fid°f·fcd°f ªf¸ff)

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe J¯OX, Q³°FZ½FFOXF

(BÊ-¸FZÕX:-eedan-phe-cg@nic.in)

EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ½¹F½FÀ±FF ´Fī FFÕXe Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFÃF¸F ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSXûÔ ÀFZ ´Fi´FÂF kEl
´Fid°F¾F°F QSX ´FSX d³F¸³FdÕXdJ°F IYF¹FÊ WZX°Fb (Online) d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ¦F¹Fe ±FeÜ CXöY
d³Fd½FQF ¸FZÔ EIYÕX d³Fd½FQFIYFSX °F±FF IYûBÊ ·Fe NZXIZYQFSX ³FWXe AF³FZ IZY IYFSX¯F d³Fd½FQF d³FSXÀ°F dIY¹FF
ªFF°FF W`X ªFû d³F¸³FF³FbÀFFSX W`X:-

WXÀ°FF/-
IYF¹FẾ FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

90935 ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe JaOX Qa°FZ½FFOXF

//BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX d³FSXÀ°FeIYSX¯F ÀFc¨F³FF//

mm00iizz00 iikkoojj VVªªkkaallffee''kkuu ddkkjjiikkssjjss''kkuu ffyy00]]
bb ZZ&&ffuuffoonnkk vvkkee aa==..kk ll wwppuukk]] vuqHkoh
dk;Znk;h laLFkkvks@QekZs ls bl dk;kZy;
ds fu;U=.kk/khu fofHkUu ikjs"k.k [k.Mksa ds
vUrxZr fuEufyf[kr dk;ksZ@Ø; gsrq
bZ&fufonk,s bZ&iksVZy
etender.up.nic.in ij vkaef=r dh
tkrh gSA bZ&fufonk [kqyusa dh frfFk ij
vodk'k gksus dh fLFkfr esa bZ&fufonk
vxys dk;Z fnol es [kksyh tk;sxhA
bZ&fufonkvksa dks fcuk dksbZ dkj.k crk;s
vLohdkj@foHkkftr djus dk vfs/kdkj
v|ksgLrk{kjdrkZ ds ikl lqjf{kr jgsxkA
d`Ik;k foLr`r tkudkjh] Mkmu yksM] vU;
la'kks/kuksa ,oa bZ&fufonk izLrqr djus ds
fnukad rd foLrkj vkfn ds lEcU/k esa
d`Ik;k etender.up.nic.in ij ykWx vku
djsaA fooj.k fuEu izdkj gS& bZ&fufonk
la[;k] dk;Z dk fooj.k] dk;Z dh
vuqekfur ykxr] [kqyus dh fnukad]
/kjksgj jkf'k ,oa fufonk dk ewY; ds Øe
esa i<+k tk;sA 1- ETC/MU/T-21/2022-
23:- fo|qr ikjs’k.k [k.M] 'kkeyh ds
vUrxZr 132 ds0oh0 midsUnz FkkukHkou
,oa tykyiqj ij LFkkfir 40 ,eoh,
ifjorZdksa dh {kfrxzLr ,evksth cnyus
rFkk vU; lEcfU/kr dk;ZA :0 1-47
yk[kA fnukad 07-06-2022] ¼rduhdh Hkkx
ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½ :0 1]500@&] :0
590@& ¼dj lfgr½A 22-- ETC/MU/T-
22/2022-23 :- fo|qr ikjs"k.k [k.M]
'kkeyh ds vUrxZr 132 ds0oh0
'kkeyh&ykyw[ksMh ykbZu ij LFkkfir

iksflZysu fMLd bUlqysVj dks iksyhej
bUlqysVj ls cnyus dk dk;ZA
:0 1-95 yk[kA fnukad 07-06-2022]
¼rduhdh Hkkx ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½ :0
2]000@&] :0 590@& ¼dj lfgr½A 3-
ETC/MU/T-23/2022-23:- fo|qr
ikjs"k.k [k.M] 'kkeyh ds vUrxZr 132
ds0oh0 ykyw[ksMh&c?kjk ykbZu ij LFkkfir
iksflZysu fMLd bUlqysVj dks iksyhej
bUlqysVj ls cnyus dk dk;ZA :0 1-87
yk[kA fnukad 07-06-2022] ¼rduhdh Hkkx
ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½ :0 1]900@&] :0
590@& ¼dj lfgr½A 4- ETC/MU/T-
24/2022-23 :- fo|qr ikjs"k.k [k.M]
'kkeyh ds vUrxZr fofHkUu izkFkfed
midsUnzksa ij vfXu'kked ;U=ksa dh fjf¶yax
dk dk;ZA :0 1-12 yk[kA fnukad
07-06-2022] ¼rduhdh Hkkx ikVZ&1 [kksyus
gsrq½ :0 1]200@&] :0 590@& ¼dj
lfgr½A 5- ETC/MU/T-25/2022-23
:- fo|qr ikjs"k.k [k.M&f}rh;] lgkjuiqj
ds vUrxZr 132 ds0oh0 ,dy ifjiFk
nsocUn&ctkt fgUnqLrku ykbZu dk
okf"kZd vk/kkj ij vuqj{k.k ,oa ifjpkyu
dk dk;ZA :0 2-90 yk[kA fnukad 07-06-
2022] ¼rduhdh Hkkx ikVZ&1 [kksyus gsrq½
:0 2]900@&] :0 590@& ¼dj lfgr½A
vv//kkhh{{kk..kk vvffHHkk;;UUrrkk]] ffoo||qqrr iikkjjss""kk..kk ee..MMyy]]
mm00ii zz00iikk00VV ªªkk00ddkk00ffyy00]] HHkkkk ssiikk jjkk ssMM]]
eeqqtt¶¶QQjjuuxxjj]] QQkkssuu uuaa00%%&& 00113311&&22660088003388]]
ii==kk aadd@@ No. 999977 / ffoo00iikk00ee00
¼¼ETC½½@@ee qq00uuxxjj¼¼MZN½½ ffnnuukk aadd/

DATED 07.05.2022

OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR
Jyoti Nagar, Sahakar Marg, Jaipur-302005

Phone: 0141-2740170 (o) e-mail: ace1.jpr.phed@rajasthan.gov.in
No.: F./ACE/PHED/Ar. Dausa/ NIT -18to23/2022-23/1649-69 Date: 2.5.2022

(e-NIT NO. 18 to 23/2022-23)
On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan NIT No. 18 to 23/2022-23 online tender is
hereby invited from eligible bidders for “Conversion of Existing P&T Water
Supply Schemes into Piped Rural Water Supply Schemes including 1 year
Defect liability period under JJM under jurisdiction of PHED, Division Dausa”
as per criteria mentioned in the detailed NIT/tender document available on websites:
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to be
submitted online in electronic format on website https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as
per prescribed schedule.

SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE Sd/-
(Arun Srivastava)

Addl. Chief Engineer
DIPR/C/6323/2022 PHED, Jaipur Region-I, Jaipur

NIT
No.

Particular Estt. Cost
(Rs. in Lacs)

UBN No.

18/
2022-23

P&T WSS into Piped RWSS
Nirjharna Sub Dn. Lalsot

357.81 PHE2223WSOB01621

19/
2022-23

P&T WSS into Piped RWSS Indawa
Sub Dn. Lalsot

235.38 PHE2223WSOB01622

20/
2022-23

P&T WSS into Piped RWSS
Mahariya- Dausada Sub Dn. Lalsot

309.18 PHE2223WSOB01623

21/
2022-23

RWSS Piplya Chainpura-
Prahladpura- Guda Kitrwas- Bhudlya
Bhutpura Sub Dn. Dausa Rural

379.07 PHE2223WSOB01625

22/
2022-23

RWSS Rajwas- Mooslai-
Jagasahaypura Sub Dn. Dausa
Rural

362.54 PHE2223WSOB01626

23/
2022-23

RWSS Sanwasa- Thunidhirajpura
Sub Dn. Lalsot

451.68 PHE2223WSOB01627

OFFICE OF
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION KORBA

Main Portal:http//eproc.cgstate.gov.in
NIT No.-432/Const/2022 KORBA Dated:-29/04/2021
SN System Name of Work/ Probable Amount

Tender Description of work of Contract
No.

1. 98397 Reparing and renovation work, Rs. 503.45 Lakhs
(1st Call) Dismantaling work and

Construction of new room
at Govt. Schools in Korba
Nagar Nigam area

The details can be viewed directly from the Government of
Chhattisgarh http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in from 23.05.2022 at 3.30
Hours (IST) onwards.

sd/-
Commissioner

Municipal Corporation
39589 Korba

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

dUôb°f ³f¦fSXe¹f dU°fSX¯f ¸f¯OX»f,
A»fe¦fPÞX, d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff BÊ-
d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff/d³fdUQf IYf
ÀfÔdÃf~ dUUSX¯f IiY¸ff³fbÀffSX

d³f¸³fU°f WX`: (1) d³f0ÀfÔ0 dU³fdU¸fÔA-
20/2022-23 dU0³f0dU0JÔ0-´fi±f¸f, A»fe¦fP
IZ A²fe³f Àf¸f¹f-Àf¸f¹f ´fS dUd·f³³f I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ
Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f »ffB³fûÔ I û ÀfWe I S dUôb°f Af´fcd°fÊ
¶fWf»f dI ¹fZ þf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ (2) d³f0ÀfÔ0
dU³fdU¸f ÔA-21/2022-23:dU0³f0dU0JÔ0-
dõ°fe¹f, A»fe¦fP IZ A²fe³f Àf¸f¹f-Àf¸f¹f ´fS
dUd·f³³f I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f »ffB³fûÔ I û ÀfWe I S
dUô°f Af´fd°fÊ ¶fWf»f dI ¹fZ þf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ (3)
d³f0ÀfÔ0 dU³fdU¸fÔA-22/2022-23
:dU0³f0dU0JÔ0-°fÈ°fe¹f, A»fe¦fP IZ A²fe³f
Àf¸f¹f-Àf¸f¹f ´fS dUd·f³³f I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f
»ffB³fûÔ I û ÀfWe I S dUôb°f Af´fcd°fÊ ¶fWf»f dI ¹fZ
þf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ (4) d³f0ÀfÔ0 dU³fdU¸fÔA-
23/2022-23: dU0³f0dU0JÔ0-¨f°fb±fÊ, A»fe¦fP
IZ A²fe³f Àf¸f¹f-Àf¸f¹f ´fS dUd·f³³f I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ
Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f »ffB³fûÔ I û ÀfWe I S dUôb°f Af´fcd°fÊ
¶fWf»f dI ¹fZ þf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f þf³fI fSe C0´fi0 VffÀf³f I e BÊ-
´fiû¢¹fûS¸f`ÔM ´fûM Ê»f
www.etender.up.nic.in EUÔ
Q0dU0dU0d³f0d»f0 I e ¶fZ¶fÀffBM
www.dvvnl.org ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`ÔÜ WXÀ°ff/-
(EÀf0IZY0 þ`³f) A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, ´fÂffaIY:
2341/d½f.³f.d½f.¸fa./A»fe./d½fÄff´f³f dQ³ffaIY:
07/05/2022

´FdSX½FWX³F d½F·FF¦F Aa°F¦FÊ°F LXØFeÀF¦FPXÞ SXFª¹F ¸FZÔ ´FiQc¿F¯F ªFFä F IZY³ýiûÔ °F±FF ´Fe¹FcÀFe
´Fi¸FF¯F ´FÂF ªFFSXe IYSX³FZ IYe ´Fi¯FFÕXe IYû IY¸´¹FcMXSXeIÈY°F IYSX³FZ IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔÜ

d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF
TD/04/TC/2022 ³F½FF SXF¹F´FbSX-AMXÕX ³F¦FSX, dQ³FFaIY 04.05.2022

IYF¹FÊ:- ´FdSX½FWX³F d½F·FF¦F Aa°F¦FÊ°F LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX SXFª¹F ¸FZÔ ´FiQc¿F¯F ªFFa¨F IZY³ýiûÔ °F±FF ´Fe¹FcÀFe ´Fi¸FF¯F´FÂF ªFFSXe IYSX³FZ
IYe ´Fi¯FFÕXe IYû IY¸´¹FcMXSXeIÈY°F IYSX³FZ IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ d³Fd½FQF ªFFSXe dIY¹FF ªFF°FF W`XÜ
d³Fd½FQF ªF¸FF IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F :-25/05/2022 IYû Qû´FWXSX 03.30 ¶FªFZ °FIYÜ
d³Fd½FQF WZX°Fb d´Fi-d¶FOX d°Fd±F 11/05/2022 ÀFb¶FWX 11.30Y¶FªFZ
d³Fd½FQF IYe MZXd¢³FIYÕX d¶FOX JûÕX³FZ IYe d°Fd±F 26/05/2022 ÀF¸F¹F 11.30 ¶FªFZÜ
d½FØFe¹F d³Fd½FQF JûÕX³FZ IYe d°Fd±F ´FÈ±FIY IZY ªFFSXe IYe ªFF½FZ¦FeÜ
CX´FSXûöY BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FFAûa IYe ´FcSXe ªFF³FIYFSXe ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ´FSX CX´FÕX¶²F W`XÜ
90914

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ´FdSX½FWX³F AF¹FböY, LXØFeÀF¦FPXÞ
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Crude Watch
OIL GAINS FOR SECOND STRAIGHTWEEK
London: Oil prices rose nearly 1.5 per cent on Friday, posting a second
straight weekly increase as impending European Union sanctions on
Russian oil raised the prospect of tighter supply and had traders
shrugging off worries about global economic growth.REUTERS

FMSITHARAMANONRBIRATEHIKE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY7

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
SitharamanonSaturday said the
timingof the ReserveBankdeci-
siontohikepolicyratesonMay4
“cameasasurprise” tomanybut
people thought it “should have
beendoneanyway”.
“Itcameasasurprisebecause

it’s between the two MPCs
(Monetary Policy Committee
meetings). But the US Fed had
been saying it all the while,”
Sitharamansaid inher first reac-
tiontotheRBIratehike.
“And then in the last MPC

meeting,IthinktheRBIsortofgave
indication that it’s time for them
toalsoact,”shesaid.
“It’sthetimingwhichcameas

a surprise tomany,but theact it-
self people thought shouldhave
beendoneanyway….towhatex-
tent could have varied,”
SitharamansaidattheETAwards
function. TheRBIhiked theRepo
rateby40basispointsto4.40per
centandthecashreserveratioby
50bpstotameinflation.

“Inawayitwasasynchronised
action.Australiadid it andtheUS
wasgoing todo it and thatnight
the US really did take the first
measure,” she said.USFedhiked
the policy rate by 50bps on the
sameday. “So, I seeagreaterun-
derstandingamongcentralbanks
nowadays. Andobviously,when
they meet at the World Bank

meeting inWashington, there’s a
lotexchangedaswell,”shesaid.
“Buttheunderstandingofhow

tohandlerecoveryfrompandemic
isnot thereforeuniqueor typical
for India, it’s a global issue. And
evenaswehandledthatrecovery,
inflation,whichwasreally fester-
ing…andfesteringatsomeunbe-
lievablehighs, letussay intheUS

andtheUK,notsomuchinIndia,”
theFMsaid.
“Still,thechallengeofrecovery

versus inflation seems tobe fol-
lowing a particular template
whichisacrosstheglobe,”shesaid.
Earlier, addressinga function

to celebrate25years of National
SecuritiesDepositoryLtd(NSDL),
Sitharamanflaggedanonymityas
an “inherent risk” in blockchain
technologyandcalled for taking
precautioninfuturewitharisein
theuseofthistechnology.
However,Sitharamansaidus-

ingthedistributedledgertechnol-
ogy (DLT),which is also calledas
blockchain, is absolutely impera-
tiveandthegovernmentalsosup-
portstheuseofthesame.
“Unlessweare able to guard

ourselvesagainstthatanonymous
elementwhichcan itself posean
inherentrisk,weprobablywillbe
exposing ourselvesmuchmore
thaneverwewouldhave imag-
ined,” she said. Theminister’s re-
marks comeaheadof the launch
of thebudgetaryannouncement
of central bankdigital currency
(CBDC) which is based on the
blockchaintechnology.

FM launched ‘Market ka
Eklavya,’anonlineinvestoraware-
nessprogramme for students in
Hindi and other regional lan-
guages. Theprogrammeaims to
introducethebasicsofthesecuri-
tiesmarket to students. “NSDL’s
greatworkespecially inthelast2
years has brought a lot of dy-
namismto the institution. It has
beenacquiring global best prac-
tices andhas been ahead of the
curve. Through ‘Market ka
Eklavya’,youwillbeabletoreach
outtomanywhoareinneedoffi-
nancialliteracy,”Sitharamansaid.
Sebi Chairperson Madhabi

PuriBuch,whowaspresentonthe
occasion, unveiled NSDL’s
blockchainplatformfordebenture
covenantmonitoring.
Buch said the depository is

working toadoptnewtechnolo-
gies andbuilding criticalmarket
infrastructureforthesecurityand
covenantmonitoringof bond is-
suances. “Going forward, today
willalsoberememberedasanim-
portantdayasweare taking the
firststepintermsofuseofdistrib-
utedledgertechnologyinthemar-
ket,”shesaid.

DIRECTORGENERAL, INTERNATIONALRENEWABLEENERGYAGENCY

INDIA’SEFFORTStoboostrenew-
ableenergycapacitywerepracti-
callymakingitpossibletoreduce
the use of coal, FRANCESCO LA
CAMERA,DirectorGeneralof the
International Renewable Energy
Agency,tellsKARUNJITSINGH.He
addedthecountryshouldlookto
strengthen existing renewable
energyprograms to speedup its
transition.Editedexcerpts:

AtCOP26,thereseemedtobe
anemergingviewabout
phasingoutcoal.Haveyouhad
discussionsonthiswiththe
government?
I think that, if for amoment,

weputasidethisdiscussion,what
we have seen is that the Indian
governmentisputtingthepolicies
thatwillmakeitpossibletoleave
coal. This cannotbedoneby just
closing the plant. This has to be
donethroughappropriatepolicies
and, I think, themainelement is
to decarbonise theheavy sector.
So, on this,wehavenoticed and
appreciated the building of this
hydrogenmission,which canbe
veryimportanttodecarbonisethe
heavy sector. Last year, India has
been able to add another 13 gi-
gawattsofrenewableenergy.We
have seen that it is the fourth
country in theworld,whenwe
considerinstallingcapacityofre-
newables.Andwehaveseenout
therethattheyareraisingtheam-
bition for (renewable energy ca-
pacity)from450to500gigawatts
by2030.So,therearemanythings
thatshowthat India ismovingin
thatdirection...Indiaisacomplex
reality,itisacontinent.Soit’svery
difficulttoactandweseethatthe
governmentisactingatitsbestto
makethingsmoveintherightdi-
rection.

Whatareyourthoughtsonthe
needforconcessionalfinance
toboostrenewableenergy
capacityindeveloping
countries?
I thinkthat thesystemisable

togetthemoneytheyneed.Then
there isnaturally thecomplexity
ofmovingfaster.Butwedon’tsee
financialissuesasabarrierforen-
ergytransitionofIndia.Theyhave
beenabletoputinplacealegalen-

vironment that is favourable for
investmenttocome.Just seehow
activeforeigncompaniesaretotry
to get thenewmarket of hydro-
geninIndia.So,wearequiteopti-
misticinthecapacityofthecoun-
try to attract the financial
resourcesneeded.Naturally,there
is also an important role for the
publicandthenthefinancialcon-
cessional loansprogramme.We
havealsoillustratedourinitiative
on the climate investment plat-
formontheenergytransitionac-
celeratorfinancing,whichmayfa-
cilitatemoney to come and be
effectiveinthecountry.But,again,
ifyouaskmethegeneralthinking
onthis, I thinkIndiahasnoprob-
lemattractingfinancialresources
itneedsbecauseit’saveryimpor-
tantmarket.

Howmuchofabarrieristhe
variabilityofrenewable
energyintheenergy
transition?
Sure, so the variability of the

energy or the renewables in the
oldenergysystemmaybeaprob-
lembecausethegridsarenotflex-
ibleornotinterconnected.Thisis
the concern.Wehave to also be
very clear that in the old energy
system,with thegrid as theyare

nowrenewables,35%,40%or45%
maybeinthesystemwithoutcre-
ating problems.Whenwewant
to go further - higher than this
threshold-it’simportantthatthe
gridisadaptedtoensuretheflex-
ibility and the connectivity
needed.And,wheretheroleofthe
hydropower,batteries,hydrogen
-becausehydrogencouldalsobe
usedasseasonalstorage.Allthese
elementshavetobeputtogether
andwork together tomake the
system function harmoniously.
So, naturally, the variability is
there, but is not a characteristic
thatmay hamper the develop-
ment of renewables if we adapt
theactualgridsandsystem.Ialso
want tomake clear that it is not
onlyanaddedcostbecauseofthe
energytransition.Becausethede-
mand is growing and the grid
needs to be renewed and en-
larged anyway.So,injustthecase
tomakethishappeninawaythat
thesystemcouldbeenhancedto
becomemoremodern, to allow
formore other energy to come
intothesystem.

Whatarepolicy
recommendationsforIndia
fortheenergytransition?
Morethanfocussingononeor

two areas, I say they have to
strengthenwhat they’re doing.
Because, inmyopinion, they are
doingwell.Naturally,again,every-
onehas todomore. But theyare
workingonthegrid.Theyunder-
stood how relevant hydrogen
could be. Theywill comewith a
hydrogenmission, with amap
that may allow them to have
more hydrogen. So, they are
workingtodecarbonisetheheavy
sector.Theyareworkingtoexport
greenhydrogen.Theyarealsofo-
cussingonbiorefineriesbecause
bioenergywillbeoneoftheother
elements andwouldbe relevant
inthenewenergysystem…Soall
these elements are all together
there.Sotheyhavetogocurrently
tostrengthenthelineofworkthat
theyarefollowing.Itisatleastour
assessment coming from the
workweare doing, our analysis
onIndia.

FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com

‘India working well on
phasing out coal, need to
focus on existing schemes’

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,MAY7

VIRTUAL PRIVATENetwork
(VPN)serviceprovidersareup
inarmsagainstanewdirective
of The Indian Computer
EmergencyResponseTeamor
Cert-In,awingoftheMinistry
ofElectronicsandInformation
Technology,whichhasman-
dated that these companies
mustmaintain all customer
dataforaperiodofup
to five years. VPN
service providers
have said that the
newdirectiveswould
meantotallossofpri-
vacy for their users,
which is oneof themost im-
portantuniquesellingpointof
suchservices.

What isVPNandhowdo
thesenetworksfunction?
Any and all devices con-

nectedtotheinternetareapart
ofalargenetworkofcomput-
ers, serversandotherdevices
spread across theworld. To
identifyeachdeviceconnected
to the internet, service
providers globally assign an
unique address to each such
devicecalledtheinternetpro-
tocoladdressorIPaddress.Itis
thisIPaddressthathelpsweb-
sites, lawenforcement agen-
ciesandevencompaniestrack
down individual users and
theiraccuratelocation.

Whyisprivacysoimportant
forVPNserviceproviders

andusers?
Themainreasonwhypri-

vacy or anonymity is impor-
tant for both VPN service

providersaswellas
usersistoavoidbe-
ing tracked,mostly
bywebsitesandcy-
bercriminals. Since
VPN masks the
identity of the de-

vicefromeveryone,italsopre-
ventsgovernmentandlawen-
forcement agencies from
accurately identifying thede-
viceoritslocation.

WhatdetailsdoesCertIn
wantVPNserviceproviders
toprovideandwhy?
Asper thedirectivedated

April 26, Cert In has asked
VPN service providers to
maintain for a period of five
yearsorlongerdetailssuchas
the validated names of the
customers hiring those serv-
ices,theperiodforwhichthey
hired the service, the IP ad-
dress allotted to these users,
the email address, the IP ad-
dress and the time stamp
used at the time of registra-
tionof thecustomer.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

ONLINEWATCH
VIRTUALPRIVATENETWORK

VPN cos, Cert-In
tiff over customer
data: Key issues

LIC IPO: NII quota
fully subscribed
NewDelhi: Shares reserved for
non-institutional investors, in-
cludinghighnetworthindividu-
als, in theLIC’spublicofferwere
subscribed fully on the fourth
dayonSaturday,takingtheover-
all subscription of the issue to
1.66 times.
A total of 3,21,59,055 bids

were received for 2,96,48,427
shares reserved forNIIs, reflect-
ing a subscription of 1.08 times,
according to the data posted on
stockexchangesat7pm.
However, the Qualified

Institutional Buyer (QIB) cate-
goryreceivedapoorresponseas
just 0.67 per cent of the shares
earmarked received thebidson
the fourthdayof the IPO.
TheoverallLICissuewassub-

scribed 1.66 times. Against
16,20,78,067 shares on offer,

26,83,18,335bidswerereceived.
Retail individual investors

bid for 10.06 crore shares as
against 6.9 crore shares set
aside for thissegment, translat-
ing intoanover-subscriptionof
1.46 times.
Of the total, the policyhold-

ers’portionwassubscribed4.67
times,while that for employees
wassubscribed3.54 times.
The initial public offering

(IPO)will closeonMay9.
LIC has fixed the price band

at Rs 902-949 per equity share
for the issue. The offer includes
areservationforeligibleemploy-
eesandpolicyholders.Theretail
investorsandeligibleemployees
will get a discount of Rs 45 per
equity share, while policyhold-
ers will get a discount of Rs 60
per share. PTI

FrancescoLaCamera
Credit: IRENA

VPNprovidershave
saidthat thenew
directiveswould
meantotal lossof
privacyforusers

UNITEDSTATES
50-bphikeinrates
bytheFederal
Reserve,thebiggest
jumpin22years

Fedsaid itwas
readytodelivermore
half-pointhikesand
plansnextmonthto
startreducingits$9
trillionstashof

assetsaccumulatedduringthe
coronaviruspandemictohelpbring
inflationundercontrol

BRITAIN

1%TheBoE
hiked

ratestotheirhighest
since2009totame
inflation

Policymakersalso
hardenedtheir
languageonthe
needformore
tighteninginthe

comingmonths,somuchsothat
twoofthenineBoEratesetters
calledtheguidancetoostrong

In a race to get on top of surging inflation, central banks in
the United States, Britain and Australia, all jacked up
interest rates this week. High inflation also prompted
Iceland to lift rates by one percentage point on
Wednesday, and India delivered an unscheduled rate rise
of 40 bps, as per a Reuters report

JAPAN:
The holdout
dove

Ultra-low rates to be kept by vowing to buy unlimited
amounts of bonds to defend a bond yield target. That
sent the yen to two-decade lows against the dollar

EUROZONE
ThedovishEuropeanCentral
Bankhasbecomemorehawkish
givenrecord-highinflationat7.5
percent

Ratesmayneedtoriseassoonas
July,ECBboardmemberIsabel
Schnabelsaidthisweek.A
precursortoanyratehikemustbe
theendofbondpurchases,and
thiscouldcomeattheendofJune,
sheadded

Source:Reuters

RBI GovernorShaktikantaDas

FedChair
Jerome
Powell

BoEGuv
Andrew
Bailey

BRIEFLY
Toyota,EVparts
New Delhi: Toyota group
firms, including Toyota
KirloskarMotor,onSaturday
saidtheywillinvestaboutRs
4,800crore inKarnataka for
local productionof power-
trainpartsandothercompo-
nents of electric vehicles.
TKM along with Toyota
KirloskarAutoParts (TKAP)
will put in Rs 4,100 crore
while a related company,
Toyota Industries Engine
India,will pitch inwithan-
otherRs700crore.

Vehiclescrapping
NewDelhi:RoadTransport
andHighwaysMinisterNitin
Gadkarisaidhisaimistode-
velopatleastoneautomobile
scrappingfacilitywithin150
kilometres fromeach city
centre.PTI

Central banks rampup inflation fight

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY7

THREE DAYS after the Reserve
BankIndia’s(RBI’s)decisiontohike
reporateby40basispoints,mort-
gage firmHDFCLtdonSaturday
hikeditsRetailPrimeLendingRate
(RPLR)by30basispoints. Canara
Bank andPunjabNational Bank
(PNB) also joinedother banks in
hikingRepo-LinkedLendingRates
(RLLR)by40basispoints.
TheriseinRLLRwillleadtoan

increase in equatedmonthly in-
stalments (EMIs)onhome, vehi-
cleandotherpersonalandcorpo-
rate loans. The increase in EMI,
alongwithpossible subsequent
ratehikesandtheexpectedinfla-
tion (including food inflation),
could visibly damage the cash
flowsofborrowers,ratingagencies
said. According to IndiaRatings,
therisingdepositrateswouldlimit
thespreadbenefit forlenders,es-
pecially for thosewith a higher
proportion of liabilities at the
shorterend,whereintheeffectof
thisratehikewouldbeimmediate
andlarger.Thelongertenorloans,
viz.homeloansandloansagainst
property(LAP)arelikelytowitness
asharperincreaseinEMIs,itsaid.
ICICI Bank, Central Bank of

India and Bank of India raised
RLLRs twodaysago.Otherbanks
are set to follow suit as cost of
fundsisboundtorisefollowingthe
suddenRBImove.
HDFCsaid thehikewill come

into effect fromMay 9. HDFC’s
new rate for loans (for a credit
score of 750-plus)will be 7 per
cent.ForloansuptoRs30lakh,the
newratewill be7.1per cent and
7.05percentforwomenborrow-
ers.Itsnewrateforloansbetween
Rs30-75lakhwillbe7.35percent

(7.3percentforwomen)
HDFChad recently increased

its benchmark lending rate by5
basispoints,leadingtoanincrease
inEMIsforexistingcustomers.
PNB said the RLLR has been

hikedfrom6.5percentto6.9per
centwitheffectfromJune1,2022
for existing customers. It also in-
creased the savingsdeposit rates
for various tenors. For termde-
positsoflessthanRs2crore,ithas
raised the interest rates to up to
5.1-5.15percent.
For single termdepositsof Rs

2croreanduptoRs10crore,cus-
tomerswillgetinterestratesinthe
rangeof3.5-4.05percentperan-
num.
Canara Bank has increased

RLLRby40basis points from6.9
per cent to 7.3 per cent. It has
changeditsMarginalCostofFund
Based Lending Rate (MCLR) on
loansacrossall tenorswitheffect
fromMay7,2022.One-yearMCLR
isnow7.35percent,itsaid.
ICICI Bank raised its external

benchmark-linkedlendingrateby
40basispoints to8.1per centon
Thursday. Bank of Baroda has
hikedRLLRby40basis points to
6.9 per cent. Bank of India and
Central Bankof India also raised
RLLRby40basispointsto7.25per
cent. Several banks, including

BandhanBank, KotakMahindra
Bank, Jana Small Finance Bank,
Bank of Baroda, and ICICI Bank,
alsoannounceddepositratehikes
acrossmultiple tenorbaskets for
retailcustomers.
Forbanks, abouthalf of retail

loanswerehomeloans(theyalso
amountto15percentof thetotal
non-food bank credit) at end-
FY22.
Banks,whichareofferingrepo-

linked lending rate,will have to
hike interest rates by 40 basis
points.AsperanOctober2019cir-
cular fromtheRBI, banks linked
theirretailloanstoexternalbench-
marklendingrates(EBLR).Asare-
sult,mostbankshaveadoptedthe
repo rate as their benchmark.As
banksborrowmoneyfromtheRBI
atthereporate,anychangeinitaf-
fectsthelendingrateofbanks.
Theshareof RLLR loans in to-

tal advanceswas39.2per cent in
December2021, according to the
RBI.MCLR-linked loans had the
largestshare(53.1percent)ofthe
loan portfolio of banks as of
December2021.
According to IndiaRatings, to

cushion the impact on the cash
flow, lendersare likely tobecome
moreflexiblewithrespecttotenor
extensions.Theshareof termde-
posits in the less-than-one-year
bucket increased to 76per cent
from about 73 per cent during
FY19-FY21.Of this, about40per
centofthetermdepositswerefor
atenorof less thanthreemonths.
Whilethetransmissionoftherate
hikesmightneitherbeproportion-
atenor immediate, there is high
possibilityfordepositrepricing,es-
pecially sincesomebanks’ incre-
mental loan todeposit ratiowas
morethan100percentin9MFY22,
implyingthatthecompetitionfor
depositscouldintensify.

Forex reserves plunge $44.73 bn in 8 months
WEEK ENDED APRIL 29

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,MAY7

EIGHTMONTHS after hitting a
recordhighof $642.45billion in
September 2021, India’s foreign
exchangereserveshavenowfallen
belowthe$600billionmarkamid
capital outflowsandstrengthen-
ingdollar.

Thedecline
Foreignexchangereservesde-

clinedby$2.69billion to$597.72
billionduringtheweekendedApril
29.With this fall, forex reserves
havedeclined$44.73billion from
$642.45 billion recorded on
September3, 2021, according to
theRBIdata.Thedeclinewasonac-
countof a fall in foreigncurrency

assets(FCAs),amajorcomponent
oftheoverallreserves.Theforeign
currencyassetsalsoincludetheef-
fectofappreciationordepreciation
of non-US units like the euro,
poundandyenheldinthereserves.

Reasons
Amajorreasonforthedecline

inforexreservesiscapitaloutflows
byforeignportfolioinvestors(FPIs)
whopulledout$21.43billionsince
September2021astheUSFederal
Reservestartedthemonetarypol-
icy tightening and interest rate
hikes.ThebiggestfallwasinMarch
whenFPIspulledout$6.56billion.
The demand for dollars also re-
mainedhighastheRussia-Ukraine
war ledtoaspike inoil andcom-
moditypricesapartfromdepreci-
ationofothercurrencies.Theval-

uationloss,reflectingtheappreci-
ationof theUSdollaragainstma-
jorcurrenciesanddecline ingold
priceshavealsoplayedapartinthe
decline in foreign exchange re-
serves.MovementsintheFCAoc-
curmainlyonaccountofpurchase
andsaleofforeignexchangebythe
RBI, incomearisingoutof thede-
ploymentoftheforeignexchange
reserves, external aid receipts of

the Central Government and
changesonaccountofrevaluation
oftheassets.

Forexkeptoutside
The foreign currency assets

comprisemulti-currency assets
that areheld inmulti-assetport-
folios as per the existingnorms,
whichconformto thebest inter-
nationalpracticesfollowedinthis
regard, the RBI says. As of
September2021, $383.74billion
wasinvestedinforeignsecurities,
$147.86billionwasdepositedwith
other central banks and the BIS
and the balance $42.00 billion
comprised depositswith com-
mercialbanksoverseas.RBI’sgold
holdingswere743.84tonnes.The
valueofgoldholdingshasgoneup
nearly $4billion to$41.60billion

asonApril29,2022.

Rupee impact
OnFriday, therupeeslumped

57paisetouchedalowof76.96—
just below the all-time low of
76.97— to close at 76.92 against
theUSdollarweigheddownbya
strongAmerican currencyover-
seasandfirmcrudeoilprices.Ifthe
rupeeslidesfurther,theRBIwillbe
forced to intervene in the forex
marketbysellingdollars from its
forexkitty,puttingpressureonthe
total forex reserves. However, a
senior RBI official has indicated
thatitdoesn’twantthereservesto
fallbelowthe$600billionlevel. If
theRBIgivespreferencetosustain
theforexreserveslevel,therecould
besomerupeedepreciationinthe
horizon,analystssaid.

Banks hike rates: EMIs set
to get costlier, lenders’
spread likely to get thinner

‘Timingasurprisetomany ...butpeople
thoughtshould’vebeendoneanyway’

FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanwithNSDLMD&CEO
PadmajaChunduru,SebiChairpersonMadhabiPuriBuch,
andChief PostMasterGeneral,MaharashtraCircle,Veena
RamakrishnaSrinivasat thereleaseof thecorporate ‘My
Stamp’and ‘Special cover’ontheoccasionofNSDL’sSilver
JubileeCelebration. Express

■TheincreaseinEMI
alongwithpossible
subsequentratehikes
andtheexpected
inflation(includingfood
inflation)couldvisibly
damagethecashflowsof
theborrower,rating
agenciessaid

CASHFLOW IMPACT

FALL INWEEK ENDEDAPR29

■Foreignexchangereserves
declinedby$2.69billionto
$597.72billionduringthe
weekendedApril29

$2.69bn

New Delhi
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FRANCE

Macronvows
newapproach
during2ndterm
inauguration
FRANCE’S EMMANUEL
Macronwas sworn in for
his second term as
President on Saturday,
promisingtoleadthecoun-
trywitha“newmethod”as
hispoliticalrivalskickedoff
campaigning for next
month’s legislative elec-
tions. In a countrywhere
presidents rarely get re-
elected,Macronwon58.5%
of the votes in the second
roundagainstthefar-right’s
Marine Le Pen. In a short
speech, he spoke of the
need to innovate at a time
of unprecedented chal-
lengesfortheworldandfor
France,andsaidhissecond
termwouldbe “new”and
notmerely a continuation
of his first five years in
office. REUTERS

Macronissworn-infor
a2ndtermasFrench
President.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

8arrestedover
suspected
religiouskilling
PAKISTANIPOLICEsaythey
arrestedeightmenof the
Ahmadi sect of Islamon
Saturdaywhohadopened
fire on a group of Sunni
Muslims the night prior,
killingoneandwounding
another. Senior officer
Faisal Mukhtar said the
AhmadisshotattheSunnis
while theywere chanting
religiouspoems in thevil-
lage of Bahuman, near
Lahore in the eastern
province of Punjab. One
minor suspect was still
missing. Thekillingwasa
rare case of violence by
Ahmadis,whohave long
held a grievance against
themajority Sunnis,who
considerthemheretics.AP

THEKOREAS

South:North
test-firedmissile
fromsubmarine
NORTH KOREA flight-
tested a ballistic missile
thatwas likely fired from
asubmarineonSaturday,
South Korea’s military
said, continuing a
provocative streak in
weaponsdemonstrations
thatmayculminatewith
anucleartest inthecom-
ing weeks or months.
SouthKorea’sJointChiefs
ofStaffsaidthelaunchoc-
curred fromwaters near
the eastern port city of
Sinpo,whereNorthKorea
has a major shipyard
building submarines. It
saidtheshort-rangemis-
sile flew600km. AP

MICHAELLEVENSON
MAY7

LAURA YOUNGwas browsing
through a Goodwill store in
Austin, Texas, in 2018when she
foundabust for sale. Itwas rest-
ingonthefloor,underatable,and
hadayellowpricetagslappedon
itscheek:$34.99.Shebought it.
Turns out, itwas not just an-

other heavy stone curio suitable
forplunkinginthegarden.Itwas
an actual Roman bust from the
latefirstcenturyBCEorearlyfirst
centuryAD,whichhadbeenpart
ofaBavarianking’sartcollection
fromthe19thcenturyuntilitwas
lootedduringWorldWarII.
How it got to Texas remains

a mystery. But the most likely
path suggests it was taken by a

US soldier after the Bavarian
king’s villa in Germany was

bombedbyAllied forces.
Thisweek,itwentondisplay

at the San AntonioMuseum of
Art,nexttosignageacknowledg-
ing Young’s role in its improba-
ble,2,000-yearjourneyfroman-
cient Rome to the Goodwill
BoutiqueonFarWestBoulevard.
Nextyear, itwill be returned

to theBavariangovernment.
She had named it “Dennis

Reynolds,”afteracharacterfrom
the comedy series It’s Always
Sunny in Philadelphia. Like the
vain and narcissistic character,
the 52-poundmarble bust was
“averydifficult,cold,aloof,emo-
tionlessman that caused some
problems forme,”Youngsaid.
WhenYoung, adealer of an-

tique and vintage goods, first
spottedthebust,sheknewitwas
probablyvaluable.

ShedidaGoogleimagesearch
for “Roman bust” and realised,
“Theylookalot likemyguy.”
After taking the bust home,

strappedinaseatbeltinthefront
seatofhercar,shecontactedtwo
auction houses, Bonhams and
Sotheby’s, both of which con-
firmedthatherhunchwasright:
ThebustwasfromancientRome.
Youngwasonvacation,cele-

bratingher40thbirthday,when
shegottheemailfromBonhams.
Shewanted to returnhome im-
mediately.“Hewasatmyhouse,
alone,” shesaid.
At some point before 1833,

the bust had been acquired by
Ludwig I, a Bavarian king, who
displayed it in the courtyard of
the Pompejanum, his replica of
aRomanvilla in Pompeii, in the
BavariantownofAschaffenburg,

according to Young’s attorney,
Leila Amineddoleh. The
Pompejanumwasheavilydam-
agedbyAlliedbombing in1944
and1945,andmanyofitsobjects
disappeared,Amineddolehsaid.
ThelootingofartbytheNazis

hasgainedwidespreadattention.
Butbecausethebustendedupin
Texas, it is likely thataUSservice
member either stole it or traded
forit,Amineddolehsaid.
ThatmeantYoungwasnotthe

rightfulownerbecauseGermany
had never sold the piece,
Amineddolehsaid.
Thebustisbelievedtoportray

eitherasonofPompeytheGreat,
whowas defeated in battle by
Julius Caesar, or Nero Claudius
Drusus Germanicus, a Roman
commanderwhose forces once
occupiedGermanterritory. NYT

Ancient Roman bust sold in Texas for $34.99

Thebust,fromthelate1st
centuryBCEorearly1st
centuryAD,stillhadaprice
stickeronitsrightcheek—
$34.99—asitsnewowner
droveithomefromastorein
Texas.LauraYoungviaNYT

ELENABECATOROS
&JONGAMBRELL
ZAPORIZHZHIA (UKRAINE),
MAY7

RUSSIAN FORCES fired cruise
missiles at the southern
Ukrainian city of Odesa on
Saturdayandbombardedasteel
mill in Mariupol housing
Ukrainian civilians and fighters,
hoping to complete their con-
quest of the port city in time for
VictoryDaycelebrations.Ukraine
announcedthatallwomen,chil-
drenandelderlyhadbeenevac-
uated fromthesteelplant, a key
Russianwar objective that has
longbeenundersiege.
In a signof theunexpectedly

effective defence that has sus-
tained the fighting into its 11th
week,Ukraine’smilitaryflattened
Russianpositions on aBlack Sea
island thatwas captured in the
war’sfirstdaysandhasbecomea
symbolofUkrainianresistance.
Westernmilitaryanalystssaid

aUkrainiancounteroffensivealso
was advancing around the na-
tion’ssecond-largestcity,Kharkiv,
even as it remained a key target
ofRussianshelling.TheUkrainian
armysaiditretookcontrolof five
villages and part of a sixth near
hotlycontestedKharkiv.
As Russia’sMonday holiday

commemorating Nazi
Germany’sdefeatinWorldWarII
approached,citiesacrossUkraine
prepared for an expected in-
crease in Russian attacks.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy urged residents
numbedbymorethan10weeks
ofwartoheedairraidwarnings.
Themost intense battles in

recent days have befallen east-
ernUkraine,wherethetwosides
areentrenchedinafierceraceto
capture or reclaim territory.
Moscow’s offensive in eastern
Ukrainehasfocusedonclaiming
the industrial Donbas region,
whereRussia-backedseparatists
have been fighting since 2014
andoccupysomeareas.
Moscow’s also has sought to

sweep across southernUkraine
to both cut off the country from
theseaandtoconnectitsterritory

tothebreakawayTransnistriare-
gion of Moldova, long home to
Russian troops. But it has strug-
gledtoachievethoseobjectives.
On Saturday, six Russian

cruisemissilesfiredfromaircraft

hit the region of Odesa, where
authorities have a curfew in
place until Tuesday morning.
Videos posted on social media
showedthickblacksmokerising
overOdesa. AP

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KABUL,MAY7

AFGHANISTAN’S TALIBAN
rulers on Saturday ordered all
Afghan women to wear head-
to-toe clothing in public — a
sharp,hard-linepivot thatcon-
firmed theworst fears of rights
activists andwas bound to fur-
ther complicate Taliban deal-
ingswithanalreadydistrustful
international community.
The decree, which calls for

women to only show their eyes
andrecommendstheywearthe
head-to-toeburqa,evokedsim-
ilar restrictions onwomendur-
ing the Taliban’s previous rule
between1996and2001.
“Wewant our sisters to live

with dignity and safety,” said
Khalid Hanafi, acting minister
for theTaliban’sviceandvirtue

ministry.
The Taliban previously de-

cided against reopening schools
togirlsabovegrade6,renegingon
anearlier promise andopting to
appease their hard-line base at
theexpenseof furtheralienating
theinternationalcommunity.

That decision disrupted ef-
fortsbytheTalibantowinrecog-
nition from potential interna-
tionaldonorsatatimewhenthe
country ismired inaworsening
humanitariancrisis.
“For all dignified Afghan

womenwearingHijab is neces-

saryandthebestHijabischadori
(thehead-to-toeburqa)whichis
part of our tradition and is re-
spectful,”saidShirMohammad,
an official from the vice and
virtueministry inastatement.
“Thosewomenwho are not

toooldoryoungmustcovertheir
face, except theeyes,”hesaid.
The decree added that if

womenhadno importantwork
outside it is better for them to
stayathome.“Islamicprinciples
and Islamic ideology aremore
important to us than anything
else,”Hanafi said.
SeniorAfghanistanresearcher

Heather Barr of Human Rights
Watch urged the international
community to put coordinated
pressureontheTaliban.“(Itis)far
pasttimeforaseriousandstrate-
gic response to the Taliban’s es-
calating assault on women’s
rights,” shewroteonTwitter.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,MAY7

THESRI Lankangovernmenton
Saturday defended imposing a
stateofemergency,sayingitwas
required to tackle the unprece-
dentedeconomiccrisisplaguing
the country, even as President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa faced flak
fromtheOppositionandforeign
envoys for his decision which
gives security forces power to
crackdownonpeacefulprotests.
Ina specialCabinetmeeting

on Friday, the embattled
President declared the state of
emergency with effect from
Fridaymidnight.This is thesec-
ondemergencydeclared in just
over amonth.
Theannouncement cameas

student activists kept the
Parliament under siege since
Thursdaynight.
In a statement on Saturday,

the Government Information
Department said, “Sri Lanka is
currently facing theworst eco-
nomic crisis and political insta-
bility ever after Independence
due to manifold reasons both
short and long-term. The com-

monperceptionisthatseveralre-
forms in the sectors of political,
economic and social fabric
shouldbecarriedoutin-depthto
escapefromthisgravesituation.”
“Political stability andpeace

in society are twomajor condi-
tions that are demanded in
building confidence and
strengthtomakesuchprograms
asuccess,” thestatement said.
Sri Lanka is currently in the

throes of unprecedented eco-
nomic turmoil since its inde-
pendence fromBritain in1948.
Despitemounting pressure,

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
andhiselderbrotherandPrime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
haverefused toquitoffice.
Thestateofemergencygives

thepoliceandthesecurityforces
sweepingpowertoarbitrarilyar-

restanddetainpeople.
The country’s human rights

body, the main lawyers’ body,
the Opposition and even some
foreign diplomats criticised the
government for itsmove.
The Canadian High

Commissioner in Colombo
DavidMcKinnontweeted,“Over
thepastweeks, thedemonstra-
tionsacrossSriLankahaveover-
whelmingly involved citizens
enjoying their right to peaceful
freedomofexpression,andarea
credit to the country’s democ-
racy.It’shardtounderstandwhy
it isnecessary, then, todeclarea
stateof emergency.”
US Ambassador Julie Chung

said shewas “concerned by an-
other state of emergency. The
voices of peaceful citizens need
tobeheard”.

ANDREARODRÍGUEZ
HAVANA,MAY7

RELATIVES OF the missing in
Cuba’s capital desperately
searchedSaturdayforvictimsof
an explosion at one of Havana’s
mostluxurioushotelsthatkilled
atleast26people.Theychecked
themorgue,hospitalsandifun-
successful, they returned to the
partially collapsed Hotel
Saratoga, where rescuers used
dogs tohunt for survivors.
Anaturalgasleakwastheap-

parent cause of Friday’s blast at
the 96-room hotel. The 19th-
century structure in the Old
Havana area did not have any
guestsatthetimebecauseitwas
undergoing renovations ahead
ofaplannedTuesdayreopening
afterbeingclosed.
Havanacityofficialsraisedthe

death toll to 26 on Saturday, ac-
cordingtotheofficialCubadebate
newssite.Thedeadincludedfour
childrenandapregnantwoman.
Spain’s President Pedro Sánchez
said via Twitter that a Spanish
touristwasamong thedeadand
that another Spaniardwas seri-
ously injured. Cuban authorities
had not provided details on the
tourist’sdeath.
Search and rescue teams

worked through the night and

into Saturday, using ladders to
descendthroughtherubbleand
twisted metal into the hotel’s
basement as heavymachinery
gingerlymovedawaypilesofthe
building’sfaçadetoallowaccess.
Above, chunks of drywall dan-
gledfromwires,deskssatseem-
ingly undisturbed inches from
the voidwhere the front of the
buildingcleavedaway.
At least one survivor was

found early Saturday in the
shattered ruins, and rescuers
using search dogs clambered
over huge chunks of concrete
looking for more. Relatives of

missingpeopleremainedatthe
site while others gathered at
hospitals where the injured
werebeing treated.
The emblematic hotel had a

stunning view of Cuba’s centre,
including the domed Capitol
buildingabout100metresaway.
TheCapitolsufferedbrokenglass
anddamagedmasonryfromthe
explosion.
In the past, Hotel Saratoga

has been used by visiting VIPs
and political figures, including
high-ranking US government
delegations. Beyoncé and Jay-Z
stayed there in2013. AP

Ukraine braces for
attacks, evacuates
more from steelmill

SITTING IN a classroom in the
RomaniancapitalofBucharest,
US First Lady Jill Bidenmet a
group of Ukrainian refugee
mothers and educators on
Saturday, praising thewomen
fortheirstrengthandresilience.
Svitlana Salamatova and

AnnaSushko,bothfoundersof
NGOsfocusedonwomen’s is-
sues and education, fled Kyiv
soon after Russia invaded
UkraineonFebruary24.
Another of the women,

AnastasiiaKonovalova,lefther
home in Odesawith her tod-
dler son. SvitlanaGollyak and
her8-year-olddaughterhidin
a basement in the bomb-
shelled city of Kharkiv before

headingwestwards andon to
neighbouringRomania.
“Ithinkmotherswilldoany-

thingfortheirchildren,”JillBiden
told theUkrainianwomen. “I
thinkyou’re amazingly strong
andresilient.” REUTERS

Thestatueof
philosopher
Hryhoriy
Skovoroda
beingremoved
afteraRussian
strikehita
museum.Reuters

SHELLINGDESTROYSMUSEUMDEDICATED
TO FAMOUSUKRAINIANPHILOSOPHER

JILL BIDENMEETSUKRAINIANREFUGEE
MOTHERSANDTEACHERS IN ROMANIA

UkrainianforcespushRussiansbackfromKharkivcity

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BELFAST,MAY7

IRISHNATIONALIST party Sinn
Feinwaswidely expected tobe-
come the largest group in the
Northern Ireland Assembly for
thefirsttime,givingittherightto
thepostoffirstministerinBelfast,
as vote-counting in thisweek’s
electionresumedSaturday.
A Sinn Feinwinwould be a

milestoneforapartylonglinked
to the Irish Republican Army, a
paramilitary group that used
bombs, bullets and other forms
of violence to try to take
Northern Ireland out of UK rule
during decades of unrest — in
whichtheBritishArmyandRoyal
Ulster Constabulary, as well as
ProtestantLoyalistparamilitaries,
werealsostrongly involved.
A victory would bring Sinn

Fein’s ultimate goal of a united
Irelandastepcloser.Buttheparty
has kept unification out of the
spotlightduringacampaignthat
hasbeendominatedbymoreim-
mediate concerns, namely the
skyrocketingcostof living.
With about 51 of 90 seats

counted so far, results showed

thatSinnFeinhas18seats,while
the Democratic Unionist Party,
whichhasbeenthelargestinthe
Northern Ireland Assembly for
twodecades,have14.

Afghan Taliban order women to
cover up head-to-toe in public

Thedecreecalls forwomentoonlyshowtheireyesand
recommendstheywearthehead-to-toeburqa.AP file

Lanka govt defends move as Opp, envoys
criticise it over emergency declaration

SriLankanPresident
GotabayaRajapaksa

Electionstaff countvotes inBelfastonFriday.AP

Iran says EU
envoy to visit as
bloc seeks to
save nuclear deal

REUTERS
DUBAI,MAY7

THEEUROPEANUnion’s Irannu-
clear talks coordinator Enrique
MoraistovisitTehranonTuesday,
the semi-official agency Nour
NewsreportedonSaturday,asthe
blocsaiditwasseekingtobreaka
deadlockandsavethe2015accord.
TalkstoreviveIran's2015nu-

clear deal with world powers
have beenonhold sinceMarch,
chiefly over Tehran's insistence
that Washington remove the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC), its elite security
force, from the US Foreign
TerroristOrganisation(FTO)list.
“This trip could be seen as a

newstepinconstructiveconsul-
tationsonthefewbutimportant
issuesthathaveremainedinthe
Vienna talks,” Nour News said
onTwitter.
Separately, EU foreignpolicy

chief Josep Borrell told the
Financial Timeshewas seeking a
“middleway”toendtheimpasse.
Borrell is considering a scenario
wherebythedesignationis lifted
on the IRGC, butkept inplaceon
other parts of the organisation,
which has several arms and a
sprawlingbusinessempire.

RUSSIANSHELLINGhit amu-
seumdedicatedtothephiloso-
pher and poet Hryhoriy
SkovorodaintheUkrainianvil-
lageofSkovorodynivka,causing
a fire that destroyed thebuild-
ing, Kharkiv regional governor
OlehSinegubovsaidSaturday.
The overnight shelling hit

the roof of the Hryhoriy
Skovoroda LiteraryMemorial
Museum,injuringa35-year-old
custodian, but themost valu-

ableitemshadbeenmovedear-
lier to a safer place, Sinegubov
saidinapostonsocialmedia.
“The premiseswere prac-

ticallyall destroyed,”hesaid.
Skovoroda, a famous 18th

centuryphilosopherandpoetof
Ukraine Cossack origin, spent
thelastyearsofhislifeonanes-
tateof the local landowners in
the village of Ivanovka,which
waslaterrenamedinhishonour
—Skovorodynivka. REUTERS

JillBidenandRomanian
FirstLadyCarmenJohannis
visitaschoolinBucharest,
Romania.Reuters

ANIRISHnationalistparty’s
risetothetopinNorthern
Ireland,whichisapartofthe
UK,isahistoriceventthat
couldhavesignificantconse-
quences.WhileSinnFeinhas
beeninfavouroftheunifica-
tionofNorthernIrelandwith
theRepublicof Ireland,the
partyhasnotmadeitamajor
issuethiselection.However,
opponentsofunification,
knownasunionists,havere-
fusedtosayif theywillcoop-
eratewithagovernmentled
bySinnFein,raisingthefear
ofabreakdownofNorthern
Ireland’sAssembly.Some
havealsoexpressedthefear
thattherecouldbeareturnof
pre-1998sectarianviolence.

Mayhave
significant
consequencesE●EX
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Sinn Fein set for
historic election win
in Northern Ireland

Fires in Siberia
kill 8, high winds
hamper rescue
AT LEAST eight people died in
Siberia on Saturday as fires
ripped through hundreds of
buildingsinseveralvillages,with
highwindshamperingeffortsto
extinguish theblazes.
In the Krasnoyarsk region,

about3,000kmeastofMoscow,
fires killed five people in 16 set-
tlements across the
Kazachinskoe andSharypovsky
districts, the local branch of
Russia'sInvestigativeCommittee
said ina statement, leading it to
launchcriminalproceedingsfor
causingdeathbynegligence.
Thelocalhealthministrysaid

17peoplehadbeenhurt,with11
ofthemtakentohospital,theTASS
newsagencyreported.REUTERS

Egypt: 11 troops
killed in militant
attack in Sinai

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
CAIRO,MAY7

EGYPT’SMILITARY said at least
11 troops, including an officer,
were killed in amilitant attack
inthenorthernpartof theSinai
Peninsula.
The military said the mili-

tants attacked a water pump-
ing stationSaturdayeastof the
Suez Canal.
The statement said security

forces clashedwith the attack-
ingmilitants. It says at least five
other troopswerewounded in
theattack.
No group claimed responsi-

bilityforSaturday’sambush,one
of the deadliest attacks against
Egyptian security forces in re-
cent years. Last week,militants
blewupanaturalgaspipelinein
the Sinai town of Bir al-Abd,
causinga firebutnocasualties.

Blast at luxury hotel in Havana
kills 26; search on for survivors

Rescueoperationunderwayat thesiteof adeadlyexplosion
thatdestroyedHotelSaratoga inHavana,Cuba,onFriday.AP
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TWOYEARS ago in September, 14-year-old
Sonali Gogoi boarded one of the crowded
shuttlebuses fromtheNamsangTeaEstate,
where hermother Jondoi Tanti works as a
plucker, to Joypur town in eastern Assam’s
Dibrugarh district. It was the first time that
Gogoi had stepped out of the lush tea gar-
dens—to“go toClass9”.
Until then,Gogoiandher friendshadat-

tended the local primary school, just a few
steps from the labour ‘lines’— the crowded
residentialquartersforteagardenlabourers
—shegrewup in.
Forfourmonths,Gogoirentedaroomfor

Rs 400 in Joypur, attending the high school
there, leaving hermother and her younger
sisterattheteagarden.Butthen,hermother
fell ill, money ran out and a dejected Gogoi
returnedhome,droppingoutof school, just
beforeherfinalexams.“IthoughtIwouldnot
be able to study again,” recalls Gogoi, who
wants tobeanursewhenshegrowsup.
Two years later, Gogoi stands in front of

the newly constructed ‘Model Tea Garden
School’ in Namsang, with classes from 6 to
12,oneof the97tobe inaugurated later this
monthaspartofAssamgovernment’sinitia-
tive to “combat dropout rates and facilitate
the completion of school education” in the
teagardenareasofAssam.
“NowIcantakecareofmymother,”says

Gogoi, holding a brand new textbook in
hand. “Andgotoschool.”
The proposal to set up 200 tea garden

schools was introduced in the 2017-2018
state budget by then financeminister and
nowChief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma.
Thestategovernmenthasplanstobuild119
of these schools, of which 97will start this
session. The remaining 22 are in different

stagesofconstructionandwillbemadefunc-
tional from the next academic session. In
November 2020, foundation stones for 119
model schools were laid at a cost of
Rs142.50crore.
Assam’s tea gardenworkers aremostly

Adivasis from theChotaNagpur plateau re-
gionwhowere brought to the state by the
British as indentured labourers in the 19th
Century.Politicallyconsideredacrucialvote
bankandreferredtoas the ‘TeaTribes’, they
haveforgenerationslivedmarginalised, iso-
lated lives in thegardens.
Literacyandeducation,too,havelongsuf-

fered in these areas. According to the
PlantationLabourActof 1951, the responsi-
bilityof providing lowerprimaryeducation
(classes 1-5) to children between 6 and 12
years of age lies with themanagements of
the teagardens.
Butwith bigger problems of labour and

wages to deal with, for themanagements,
educationof theirworkerswas rarely apri-
ority.Poorinfrastructureandlackof facilities
havemeanthigh levelsof dropoutsand low
literacyratesamongtheteagardenyouth.In
2015, the Assam State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (ASCPCR) had, in
a report, said that at least 80 per cent of tea
gardensinAssamwerefloutingtheRightTo
EducationAct, and illegally employing chil-
dren in thegardens.
“After lowerprimary schools, thereare

no facilities available in the garden areas
forhighereducation.SomeMiddleEnglish
schools (ME schools with classes from 6-
8) came up but there were no high
schools,” Ranoj Pegu, Assam’s Minister of
Education and Welfare of Plain Tribe &
BackwardClasses toldTheSundayExpress.
“Ourgovernmentstudiedtheproblemand
decided to improve education standards
wherever possible.”

Admissions to the 97 schools have be-
gunandteachers fromgovernmentschools
havebeenhiredas theadministrationpre-
pares itself for the new academic session
startingMay10.
Pegusaidthegovernmenthopesthenew

schoolswill “reducetheburden”onteagar-
denworkers.“Intheabsenceofhighschools,

children of gardenworkers would have to
travel far. Some parents could not afford to
send their children and so, many dropped
out,”hesaid.
Like Gogoi. “I never wanted to leave

school,”shesays.Butawayfromhomeat14,
lifebecameevenmoredifficult.Herfather,a
carpenter from a nearby village, had suc-
cumbedin2015tocancer,addingtothefam-
ily’s growing financialburden.
“Mymotherwould sendwood, vegeta-

blesandsomericeonceamonthfromwhat
wehadathome,” saysGogoi,now16.
Gogoi’s friendRajonti Jal droppedout of

school in Class 8 itself. “My parents did not
havemoneytosendmetoJoypur,”shesays.
Over the last twoyears, the 16-year-oldhas
often gone to see if the “big school”was ac-
tually being built. FromMay 10, Jal will be
amongthe216childrentoofficiallybeastu-
dentattheNamsangModelSchool.Shewill
joinClass9.
It is a busy Monday at the school.

Students of classes 6 and 9 have brought
cardboard pieces to sit on— the desks and
benches are yet to be set up — to attend
‘bridge classes’ thatwill ease them into the
newacademic session.
“Wehave heard that new baideos (elder

sister in Assamese) and sirs are coming…I
hopetheyteachusEnglish,”saysJomiOrang,

a Class 7 student. Another student, Vivek
Goala, fromClass9,asksoneof theteachers,
“Youwillbeabletomakethejourneyright?”
Hisanxietiesarenotunfounded.Located

close to the Joypur Reserve Forest, the ap-
proach to Namsang is through the dense
rainforests of Dehing Patkai National Park,
where commuters are known to be often
waylaidbyherdsofwildelephants.
DipikaChoudhury, InspectorofSchools,

Dibrugarh, says that among the 13model
schools setup in thedistrict,Namsangwas
the “most challenging” because of its
“unique location”.
The school’s new principal, Debajit

Ghosh,hashisworkcutout. “When I came
here in March, there was nothing but the
building. There was no water, no electric-
ity,” he says.
Over the last twomonths, the govern-

ment has installed solar panels, and a
pumpandpurifier todrawdrinkingwater
from the nearby river. “We are also plan-
ning tomakeareservoir for rainwaterhar-
vesting andakitchengarden that can take
care of supplies for midday meals,” says
Ghosh, adding that transporting anything
to theschool isa task. “Weareyet toget the
benchesanddesksbecausetwice thetruck
driverbringing the furniturearrived in the
evening and was too scared to drive

through the forests,” saysGhosh.
School inspector Choudhury says she is

tryingto“motivate”theteachers,andhasre-
questedthegovernmenttobuildresidential
quarters for the faculty.
These days, Ghosh brings his seven col-

leagues fromDibrugarh and surrounding
towns inhis car toschool. “Understandably,
oneofourteachers,whoisamothertoa20-
month-old baby, has applied for a transfer.
The trek isnoteasy,”hesays.
About 100 kmaway is Sepon Tea Estate,

also in Dibrugarh district, where another
model school is being set up. Nikhil Gonju,
whoteachesatthelowerprimaryschool,says
theyhave “waited three decades” for a high
school.Over the lastmonth,hehasbeengo-
ing fromhouse to house in the labour lines,
explaining to theworkerswhy they should
gettheirchildrenadmittedtothenewschool.
“Education has always taken a backseat

inourcommunity.Thelackof infrastructure
and staff, the isolation that comeswith be-
ing a tea gardenworker... Many parents do
not see the point of education. This has re-
sulted ina lackof confidenceandwebarely
interact with other communities,” says
Gonju, adding thatmost childrenwhodrop
out end up working in the tea garden as
pluckersor in the factories.
While the tea tribes are largely appre-

ciative of the new schools, experts say im-
plementationof theproject isas important
asgettingthe infrastructureoff theground.
“Theschoolsareawelcomestepbutproper
implementation is also needed. In tea gar-
den areas, pre-primary and primary edu-
cation need urgent focus. The existing
schools should be made better because
dropouts happen at that stage too,” says
Kamal Tanti, poet and activist from
the community.
BonditaAcharya,Director,PurvaBharati

Educational Trust, an NGO that works on
educationandlivelihoodinruralAssam, in-
cludinginteagardenareas,pointedoutthat
thepandemic-inducedlearninglosshasaf-
fected tea garden children far more than
those from other communities. “The
schools have been set up, but a lot of work
is needed to bring children to the level of
the current syllabus,” she says.
The gap is something Gogoi worries

about too. “Mymother is happy about the
newschool,but I tellherIhavenotattended
classes in twoyears and I’mbehind in stud-
ies,” shesays.
But Jondoi is certain her daughter will

catch up. “I have always toldmy daughters
not to suffer the life of a tea plucker. Study
well, beadoctororanengineer.”

KRISHNKAUSHIK&
MANAMANSINGHCHHINA

A
ROUND EIGHT years ago,
whenhewasBrigadier,Manoj
Pandewaspostedinthehead-
quarters of the Eastern
Command as the Brigadier

General Staff (Operations), one of themost
important positions there. His immediate
bosswas the lateGeneralBipinRawat,who
wastheMajorGeneralGeneralStaff.Rawat’s
boss at that timewasGeneralDalbir Suhag,
as theEasternArmyCommander.
All threewould go on to become Army

Chief. While Suhag took over as the 26th
ArmyChief in July 2014, Rawat became the
27thArmyChief inDecember2016and the
country’s first Chief of Defence Staff in
January2020,whileGeneralPandetookover
thismonthas the29thArmyChief.
The28thChiefof theArmy,GeneralMM

Naravane, was also posted in the Eastern
Command inAssamRiflesat that time.
There was one thing though that put

GeneralPande,60, apart fromtherest.He is
the country’s first Army Chief to have risen
to the top fromtheCorpsof Engineers.
Thoseawareof theirmilitaryhistory tell

youhowthelegendaryUSArmyChiefof the
early1930sandSecondWorldWar,Douglas
McArthur, once finished top of his class at
Corpsof Engineers.GeneralPandesimilarly
stood first in the Young Officers’ Course of
theCorpsofEngineers,andhasnowbroken
a glass ceiling in the Indian Army to rise to
the top.TheArmyso farhashadChiefsonly
from the Infantry, Armoured Corps or
theArtillery.
LtGen(retd)SanjayKulkarni,whoserved

asbosstobothGeneralsRawatandPandeas
Chief of Staff of Eastern Army Command,
says he saw Pande “at close quarters” as a
Brigadier, andremembershimasoneof the
brightestofficersat thecommand.
As the Brigadier General Staff, one of

Pande’smost important tasks was to brief
the command’s leadership about all opera-
tional aspects everymorning. Kulkarni re-
calls: “His retentivememorywas good. He
wouldn’tjustpointafingeronthemapwith-
out knowingwhere itwas...Most uswould
be groping... He is extremely conscientious,
veryhardworking,andputsthingsacrossin
averyrationalway.Noemotionaloutbursts.
Takes it very easy, and comes to a very logi-
cal conclusion.”
Therewas another thing about General

PandethatstruckKulkarni.“Hewasn’tachap
whowould lie to cover up an incident. He
would be honest that this is what has hap-
pened, this iswhereweare, andthat ishow
it is. Itwasuptousseniors togoabout it.”
From seniors to juniors to batchmates,

otherstoovouchforPande’sattentiontode-
tail and his keenness to know things,while
alsotalkingabouthissincerity,humility,and
soft-spoken,mild nature. In that,many say,
he is closer to his immediate predecessor
Naravane, thansay the lateRawat,whowas
flamboyant and often found himself in a
roughpatchoverhis remarks.
General Pande’s batchmate from the

National Defence Academy (NDA), Major
Gen(retd)AjaySethsays:“He isaquietper-
son, doesn’t talkmuch. But he talks sense
whenhespeaks.He isnota showman.”
Seth says they really got to know each

otherwellafewyearsaftertheNDA,andre-
calls the time the twoof themprepared for

theirfirstpromotionexaminthelate1980s.
“Our centrewas Yol in Himachal Pradesh...
MyCommandingOfficerhadnotgrantedme
leave, but I had managed some time and
madenotes. I askedhimabout his prepara-
tions.Hesaid, ‘Ihavenotpreparedatall,Ajay.
Youhave tohelpme’.”

Eventually they worked out a system
where Seth would share his notes with
Pande in thenight, andPandewould return
themforthelattertoprepareearlymorning.
“Bothof us clearedall thepapers in the first
attempt,” Seth says, adding that the friend-
ship endured. “I always tell him that you

cleared that exambecauseofmynotes. But
with just thatamountof study,hecleared it
inoneattempt!”
Colleagues profess equal “awe” over

General Pande’s stint at Staff College,
Camberley, England. Officers with at least
nineyearsof servicecansit for theentrance
examoftheDefenceServicesStaffCollegein
Wellington, Tamil Nadu,with those among
the top getting the option to study abroad.
ThatwashowPandegottoCamberley,oneof
themost prestigious institutes formilitary
studies in theworld.
Lt Gen Raj Shukla, Pande’s batchmate

who recently retired as the head of Army
TrainingCommand,saysgoingtoCamberley
isa“uniquebenchmarkinanysoldier’s life”.
Pandey is that rare officer, he says, “under-
promisesbutoverdelivers”.
Another NDA batchmate of General

Pande, from the infantry, says the
Camberley admission showed that “bhai,
bandemeindummhai (themanissolid)”. In
their batch, about 20 cadets joined the
Corps of Engineers. Pandewas allotted the
Bombay Engineer Group better known as
Bombay Sappers. “The environment has
changed...Now,moreandmorepeopleare
(joining). People have realised that if
you are good, then which regiment you
have gone to or which arm you belong to,
does not stop... Pandey has been through
the rut. He has commanded an infantry
brigade, a corps on the Chinese border...
If you are good, you are good,” says the
NDAbatchmate.

BorninNagpur,Maharashtra,Pandedid
his schooling from the city. His father was
an academic, while his mother worked in
the All India Radio. Of his two younger
brothers, one retired as Colonel from the
Armywhile theother is settledabroad.His
only son is in the IndianAir Force.
UponcompletionofhisCorpsofEngineers

course, he was allotted 110 Engineer
Regiment,whichwastocometoPuneforthe
nexttwotothreeyears.Manyofficerswould
havebeenthrilledatgettingtostayatapleas-
antmilitarystation.However,ayoungManoj
Pandewasnothappyandrequestedhissen-
iors for posting in a regimentwhichwasde-
ployed in the field,where he could honehis
skills as a soldier and officer. He hence got
postedto267EngineerRegiment.
Similarly, Seth points out, after becom-

ing a Brigadier, Pande had the choice to opt
for thegeneral cadreor remain inhis corps.
Pande opted for the general cadre, putting
himintherunwithotherofficers.“Hiscapa-
bility,hisqualities,everythingstoodoutand
gothimto this rankandappointment.”
Officersexpecthis technicalexpertise to

begoodfortheArmyasittriestomodernise,
especiallyamidsttensionswithChina.Pande
has had important stints in the Southern
Command, as theChief of Staff andasChief
of the Andaman and Nicobar Tri-services
Command,aswellasspentyearsasasenior
military officer along the northern borders
with China, including heading 4 Corps and
theEasternCommand.
He also commanded a regiment in

Pallanwala, which falls under the volatile
AkhnoorSector in Jammu, along theLineof
Control between India andPakistan, during
Operation Parakram in the early 2000s. He
was Colonel Q of aMountain Division de-
ployed in Kargil, where his General Officer
Commanding was another future Army
Chief,GeneralDalbirSingh.Hehasalsocom-
mandedanInfantryBrigadedeployedonthe
LoC, andasMajorGeneral, commandedthe
sameMountainDivision inKargilwherehe
hadservedunderGeneralDalbir Singh.
Kulkarni says that in the Eastern

Command,hewaspartofalmostallhosting
parties forvisitingChinesedelegations. “He
knowsexactlywhattheChinesearelooking
at, how they communicate, and howwe
needtocommunicatewith them.”
KulkarnisaysGeneralPande’sknowledge

ininfrastructurebuildingaswellastechnol-
ogy at a timewhen cyberwarfare, artificial
intelligence etc have become important
weapons is good for the Army. “He knows
howmuch time it takes to construct roads
andinfrainplacesthataredifficulttoaccess...
He probably understands the tech part a
shade better than what others would,”
Kulkarni says.
The Lt General also points out thatwith

GeneralPande, theArmywouldhaveconti-
nuity in the way of thinking at the top.
Havingcome fromthesamecommand, the
recentArmyChiefshavebeen familiarwith
each other’s working styles. “It was a team
thatgelledwell,understoodeachotherwell.”
As the newArmy Chief, he adds, Pande

“is the right man at the right place, and
placedverywell”.

ALETTER FROM
NAMSANG,JOYPUR

ASSAM

Thenewlyconstructed‘ModelTeaGardenSchool’ inNamsanghasclassesfrom6to12.ToraAgarwala
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Right man at the
right place

GeneralManojPandehasbrokenaglassceilingbybecomingthe first
ArmyChief fromCorpsof Engineers.But,whether it’shisqualifications,

career,postingsordiligence, theGeneralhasbeenonamarch

This is the way
we go to school

ComeMay10,Assamteagardenswill finallyhave
highschools.Downforests,pastelephants,benchby
bench,teacherbyteacher,childrenofworkerscan
finallyhopetofinishschooling,havealifeoutside

Illustration: SuvajitDey
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THEROADTOTOP
■BrigadeMajorataBrigade in27
Division inEasternCommand

■CommandedEngineering
Regiment inPallanwala,partof10
DivisionnearAkhnoor

■CommandedanEngineer
Brigadeaspartof theStrikeCorps,
WesternTheatre

■CommandedanInfantryBrigade
alongtheLoC

■BrigadeGeneralStaff
(Operations),EasternCommand

■AsMajorGeneral,Commanded8
Division inWesternLadakh

■AdditionalDirectorGeneral
(ADGMO-B) intheMilitary
OperationsDirectorateatArmy
Headquarters

■AsLtGen,Commanderof4Corps
inEasternCommand

■Chiefof Staff atHeadquarters,
SouthernCommand

■Commander-in-Chief of the
Andaman&NicobarCommand
(Tri-services)

■GeneralOfficerCommanding-
in-Chief of EasternCommand

■Vice-ChiefofArmyStaff
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Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEENSINGH
Twitter@tavleen_singh

IBELIEVEIwasbornfree.ThatIwasborn
in aWestminster-like democracy or a
Soviet-stylestateoranabsolutedictator-
ship or a noisy, quarrelling country is a
matteronwhich Ihadnocontrol.
I believe Iwas bornwith certain in-

alienablerights.Amongthemaretheright
tomybody, the right tomove freely, the
right toexercisemypowerof speechand
writing,therighttoformassociationswith
myfellowhumanbeingsandtheright to
worktoprovideformyselfandmyfamily.
The‘State’ isnomorethanthecollec-

tive name to citizenswho choose to or-
ganise themselves and constitute a
‘State’. When the citizens give unto
themselves a charter, that becomes the
Constitutionof the State. The State can-
notassertanyrightorpowerordutybe-
yondwhatiswrittenintheConstitution.
A citizen who does not accept the
Constitutionmay leave thecountryand
becomethecitizenofanothercountry—
if that countrywill accepther.

PERFECTLY SENSIBLE
ARRANGEMENT

Ordinarily, theState and thecitizens
shouldbeabletoco-existinthisperfectly
sensiblearrangement.Therubliesinthe
following:themeaningofwhatiswritten
intheConstitutionbecomes,sometimes,
theboneofcontentionand,therefore,in-
terpretation. The right to interpret the
Constitution isassertedbythe judiciary
(“sole repositoryof judicialpower”)but

thatiscontestedbythelegislature(“sole
repository of law-making power”). The
judgesare invariablyappointed,but the
power of appointment, usually, rests
with thegovernment.
Inthisarrangement,therewillbeoc-

casions when a conflict may arise be-
tweenthewrittenwordanditsmeaning.
Therewill be occasionswhen the legis-
latureandthe judiciarymaydisagree.Itis
the resolution of such disagreements
that distinguishes a mature, civilized
country fromothers.
Suchanoccasionarose intheUnited

States in 1973. The judges stood by the
people and upheld the right of women
to privacy, and agency, on the question
of abortion (Roe vsWade). Such amo-
ment arose in India in 1976. The judges
stoodbythegovernment-of-the-dayand
let down the fundamental rights of the
people includingtheright to life (A.D.M.
Jabalpurvs SSShukla).

SAVE OR BURY THE
CONSTITUTION

In Roe vs Wade, the question was
whether a Statehad thepower tomake
a lawrestricting the right of themother
to abort the fetus. The U.S. Supreme
Court ruled that a right of personal pri-
vacy does exist under the Constitution
andtherightisbroadenoughtoencom-
passawoman’sdecisionwhetherornot
to terminate her pregnancy. However,
balancingthewoman’srightagainstthe

State’s interest, the Court ruled that the
rights were different up to the end the
firsttrimester,duringtheperiodfromthe
end of the first trimester up to viability
ofthefoetusoutsidethewomb,anddur-
ing theperiod fromviability tobirth.
Roe vsWadedividedAmericans like

no other judgement before — until
Mr Donald Trump came along and di-
videdAmericansmore on other issues.
There is a likelihood of more division
andbitternessifRoevsWade isreviewed
bytheU.S.SupremeCourt.Aleakedfirst
draftof thejudgmentofamajorityof the
Court in a pending case proposed that
Roe vsWadebeoverruled. According to
the leaked document, the decision in
Roe vsWadewas “egregiously wrong”
and “its reasoning was exceptionally
weak,andthedecisionhashaddamag-
ingconsequences”. IfRoevsWadewere
actually overruled, it would have pro-
found consequences for birth control
and same-sex marriage. That is the
powertheCourtwieldstoenlargeorre-
strict liberty.

A NATION WAITS
Thereareseveralcasespendinginthe

Supreme Court of India touching upon
liberty.Amongthemare:

■ thedemonetizationcase:canthe
Statedemonetise86percentof thecur-
rency,withoutnotice,deprivingmillions
ofpeopleof foodandmedicinesforsev-
eraldays?

■ the electoral bond case: can the

Statemakealawthatprovidesforanony-
mousandunlimiteddonations topolit-
icalpartiesbycorporates(includingloss-
making companies) and ingeniously
connects crony capitalism, corruption
andcontributions to the rulingparty?

■ theLockdown: can theState im-
posea total lockdownwithoutnotice to
thepeopleand rendermillionswithout
a home, food, water, medicine, money
andmeans of travel to their permanent
placesof residence?

■Repeal of Article 370 of the
Constitution:cantheStatedismembera
state thathad joined theUnionunder an
InstrumentofAccessionintotwosub-state
unitswithoutobtainingtheconsentofthe
peopleorof thelegislatureof thestate?

■Sedition:cantheStateslapcharges
ofseditionunderSection124AoftheIPC
on any onewho opposes ormocks the
State’s actions?

■Encounters&Bulldozers:canthe
State employmethods like encounters
and demolitions to quell dissent or
protestsby thepeople?
Thereisadeliberateanddetermined

attempttostrikeattheveryfoundations
of theIndianState.Thereisastealthyat-
tempt todeprive thepeopleof their lib-
erty and inalienable rights by chipping
at the margins. In the World Press
Freedom Index 2022, India has slipped
to150among180countries.Vigilantcit-
izens have knocked on the doors of the
Supreme Court, the self-described sen-
tinel on thequi vive.
Liberty iswaiting fora saviour.

Citizen vsState vs Liberty

There is a deliberate and
determined attempt to strike
at the very foundations of the

Indian State. There is a
stealthy attempt to deprive

the people of their liberty and
inalienable rights by chipping

at the margins
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PK’S CULTURE SHOCK
AFTERTHEbreakdownofnegotiationswith
theCongress,PrashantKishordecidedthat
hisnextexperimentwillbe“directcontact’”
withpeopleratherthanhisworkingforpo-
liticalparties.Heselectedhishomestateof
Bihar,whichlookslikefertileterritory,what
withNitishKumarandtheBJPwarringand
TejashwiYadavstilltofindhisfeet.Kishor’s
hopesofindirectlycontrollingtheCongress,
theonlyall-IndiaalternativetotheBJP,were
shatteredafterhis recent interactionwith
Congressleaders.Despitewarningsthatthe
Congressisaquagmire,Kishorwaswilling
to take a leap of faith because Priyanka
GandhiVadrabackedtothehilthisplanfor
revampingtheparty.Buthediscoveredthat
the popular perception that the Gandhi
familyworksasasingleunitwasincorrect.
Priyankadoesnothavethepowertocallthe
shotsonherownandRahul’sadvisersen-
sured that Kishor’s position in the party
wouldbeambiguous.Realityhithomedur-
ingthenegotiationsoverthelackofconsti-
tutional authority of the proposed
EmpoweredActionGroupwithKishorasa
member. Kishor discovered midway
throughthetalksthatRahulhadalreadyleft
India for a scubadiving trip followedbya
visit toNepal for awedding. Priyankahad
flown off to Los Angeles. Kishorwas in-
formedthatanyformalpositionforhimin
the party could be decided only around
Septemberwhena ‘new’ party president
couldbechosen.

NITISH MOVES OUT
NitishKumarmoving out of the CM’s

residenceat1,AnneMarg,tohisoldhouse
at7,CircularRoad,hasreinforcedthebuzz
that he may soon step down as Chief
Minister. The excuse that thehouse is be-
ingrenovateddoesnotexplainwhy17cows
were also shifted, since the cowshedwas
nottobetouched.Nitishhasmadehisun-
happinesswith theBJP evident ever since
itsmembersstarteddemandingthataBJP
leaderbe installed asCM.Their argument
is that the BJPwon74Assembly seats in
2020 compared to the JD(U)’s 43, even
thoughboth parties contested about the
same number of seats. Hints have been
thrownthatNitishcouldmovetoDelhiasa
Centralministerorbeconsideredasacan-
didateforvice-president.ButNitish,asea-
sonedveteranatfloorcrossing,knowsbet-
ter thantotaketheBJP’sblandishmentsat
face value. He has rubbished Yogi

Adityanath’s ban on loudspeakers on
mosques,mended fenceswith old rival
TejashwiYadavandcriticisedanymovefor
aUniformCivil Code.He is aware that his
trumpcardisthatwithouthis40-plusMLAs
nogovernmentcanbeformedinBihar.

BJP’S 4 R TEAM
TheBJPhasateamoffourfeistypeople,

allwith names beginningwith R, to take
on the Shiv Sena. Rane (Narayan), Rana
(Navneet), Ranaut (Kangana) and Raj
(Thackeray). The BJP’s aim is to win
Mumbai’s Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporationelectionslaterthisyear,which
would cripple theMVAgovernment. The
BJP’s strength is the support of north
IndiansandGujaratis.TheShivSenarelies
on theMarathimanoos. Raj Thackeray’s
rallyinAurangabadhadthefullbackingof
the BJP, which hopes that Raj’s shrill
Hindutva campaign and call for a ban on
mosqueloudspeakerswilleatintothetra-
ditional Sena vote. Themild-mannered
Uddhav has become the darling of a sec-
tionof liberalswhilealienatinghisparty’s
hardcoresupporters.TorestoretheSena’s
Hindutva credentials, AdityaThackeray is
planning a pilgrimage to Ayodhya and
Uddhavwants to honour Bal Thackeray’s
wish to rename Aurangabad as
Sambhajinagar,but theCongress is resist-
ing.TheCongressalsowantstocontestmu-
nicipalelectionsindependently.

CONSENSUS BUILDING
TheBJPdoesnotrequirenon-NDApar-

tiestowintheforthcomingpresidentialand
vice-presidential elections, but Prime
MinisterNarendraModiwouldliketogive
anappearanceofconsensusbyseekingthe
supportofneutralparties.RailwayMinister
Ashwini Vaishnawhas been deputed to
speaktoOdishaCMNaveenPatnaik,Rajya
SabhaMPGV LNarasimha Rao is to ap-
proach TelanganaCMKChandrashekarRao
andNTR’s daughterDPurandeswari is to
talktoAndhraCMJaganReddy.

WHAT HO, JEEVES
PGWodehousewasinthenewswhen

prisonauthorities refusedtoallowactivist
GautamNavlakhaabookby thehumorist
onthegroundsthatitwas“asecurityrisk’’.
Ironically, former SecretaryGeneral of the
RajyaSabhaShumsherSheriffbelievesthat
he secured thehighestmarks inhisUPSC
interview in 1977 because he cited
Wodehouseasoneofhisfavourites.Hisin-
terviewer, renowned administrator
BadruddinTyabji,roaredwithlaughterand
wasevenmoretickledbytheanswertothe
question as towhat he liked best about
Wodehousebooks. Sheriff explained that
afterreadingthem,itwasimpossibletocon-
structthestorybyyourself.

inside
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RECENTLYAvideoofRahulGandhiataclub,
attendingafriend’sweddinginNepal,went
viral.Thevideobecameanoccasiontositin
judgementonwhetherheisaseriouspoliti-
cian.What is the role of a “serious” politi-
ciananddoes thepolitician inquestion fit
the bill — I leave that part to people and
partyworkerstodecide.However,oneseg-
ment of the reactions to the video clearly
translates into this rather unreal expecta-
tionfrompoliticians—thattheycan’t take
timeofftostepoutforlunch,dinners,social
gatherings or to be seen amongst friends
andfamilybeyondwork.It’sthisnotionthat
Ichoosetoaddress.

Politicians are censured and repri-
manded for stepping out of some imagi-
naryLakshmanRekhathatdrawsthelineon
howthey candress, talk andeat inpublic.
When I joined politics, I was advised by
well-wishers tonotsharemypersonal life
—detailsofmyfamilyandfriendsorholiday
picturesonsocialmedia.Ichosetodisagree.
Iwouldbeahypocrite tohideanaspectof
my life just to adhere to some expected
standardofhowsocietyperceivesits lead-
ers. However, the few times that I have
sharedbitsandpiecesofmypersonallife, I
have received repulsive comments on so-
cialmediaplatforms,wherethebotsgetun-
leashed.Hence, it isnowonder thatmany
politicianschoosetokeeptheirlivesprivate.
Unfortunately,itistheeraofmobilephones
andsurreptitiousvideorecordingthatmake

it almost look likeacrime tobeseen tobe
lettingyourhairdown.
Inmanycountries it isconsiderednor-

malfortheheadofStatetotaketimeoff.As
theprofile anddemographyof politicians
getsyoungerinayoungnation,weneedto
embracetheideaofachangedwayofpolit-
ical life.Wouldn’t itbenicer tohavepoliti-
cianssharesomemomentsoftheirprivate
lives,thosespentamongsttheirfriendsand
family?Whyshouldtheylookandbehave
likeuptightkilljoys,24x7?Itistherealityof
today that the youth don’t connectwith
politicians. It issobecausetheycan’trelate
tosomeonewhoisalwayspoliticallyright.
Thedefinitionofa‘serious’politicianneeds
tobechallengedandchanged.
Inthesamevein,itshouldbenormalto

havepoliticians across political divides to

enjoy somemoments together. I recall an
incident during an education summit in
Doha inwhich Alka Lamba (Congress),
NupurSharma(BJP)andI(ShivSena)took
part, alongwithmany others. After the
summit,wewentonacitytourandclicked
aselfietogether.Inallsincerity,wepostedit
onoursocialmediaplatforms.Littledidwe
realise that itwould go viral formonths,
withmany commenting about howwe
wereholidaying at someunknowndesti-
nation instead ofworking for the people.
While I found it very amusing, I endedup
defendingmyself tomany.
Ibelieveitistimetostopputtingpoliti-

ciansonapedestalandtiethemtotheideas
of ‘tyaag andbalidaan’.More importantly,
politicaloppositionshouldbebasedonis-
sues;reducingthenarrativetocommenting

onpersonallivesisthelowestformofoppo-
sition.Wepoliticiansareashumanasany-
one else. Stepping out for a breather is
somethingeveryprofessionandorganisa-
tionencouragesaslongasitdoesn’tcomein
thewayofwork. Ever since thepandemic
happened, therehasbeena constant em-
phasis onmental health and fitness, and
creatingawarenessaboutwork-lifebalance.
As a society,weneed tonormalise politi-
cianshavingapersonal lifewithoutbeing
critical,unless it involvesbehaviour that is
bannedby law.Wouldn’t peopleprefer to
see those in political lives as one of their
own,facingsimilarchallenges,similartime
constraints,similarwork-relatedstress?

ShivSenaleaderPriyankaChaturvedi
isa RajyaSabhaMP

Why can’t politicians have fun? Seriously

MANALAL-SHARIF,theSaudihumanrights
activistwhowasjailedfordefyingtheban
onwomendrivinginhercountry,saidwith
hope, “the rainbeginswitha singledrop”.
However in our country, that first single
drop was of acid rain, and it fell when
Narendra Modi was elevated to Chief
MinisterofGujaratasrewardforbeingthe
charioteerofLKAdvani’shate-fuelled‘rath
yatra’,whichopenedthe floodgatesof the
otheringof theMuslimcommunity.
Astrokeof geniusdesignedtoalienate

Muslimmenandwomenfromeachother
wasnot just thebanningbutthecriminal-
izationoftripletalaaq—markhoweverthe
ironyinherentwhenModitalksonlyofhis
concern forMuslimwomen, never the
men... The hypocrisy is quite staggering
whenoneconsidershowquicklythese“be-
henbetiyan”becametraitorsinstigatedbya
“foreignhand”intheShaheenBaghdemon-
strations. His attempts, later, to tar the
protesting farmers as “andolanjeevis” and
parasitesdidn’tworkquitesowell.
MillionsofModi’s apologists of course

willarguethatthePMisnotpersonallyre-
sponsible for every ill-deedandcannotbe
expectedtocommentoneverything,includ-
ing thebarbaric instigations spewed forth
almosteverydaybyHindutvaclerics. That
opencallsforagenocideofMuslimselicited
noresponse(forgetcondemnation)atall is
proof,ifproofwereneeded,thattherotbe-
gins at the top. Theconstant invocationof
AurangzebandMahmudGhaznavihasonly
onegoal—toexacerbateimaginarywounds
among the right-wingHindupopulace in
ourcountry.EvenTipuSultanwhoresisted
theBritishwithallhismightisnotsafefrom
vilification.AndofcoursetheTajMahaland
QutbMinarwere “Hindu temples” con-
vertedintoMuslimmemorials.
Faiz Ahmed Faiz’s nazm “Hum

dekhenge…”waswrittenduringtheruleof
Zia-ulHaq;hepenned“Aajbazaarmein…”
duringhisimprisonmentbytheAyubKhan
government—neither despot bothering
withevenputtingupapretenceofdemoc-
racy.Theremovalofhisversesfromschool
textbooks indicates the chilling fact that
protestofanykindisnolongerpermissible.
Issomeoneafraidthatthesepoemswillres-
onatewiththeimprisonedintellectuals,ac-
tivistsandteachers inourcountry?Or is it
just that Faiz is Pakistani? The removal of
“Humkethehreajnabi...”isbafflingasitwas
written to heal, not rub salt in, wounds
when Faiz visited the newly created

Bangladesh.Ireallywonderiftheworthies
ontheeducationboardwhoforbadethese
poemshave actually even reador under-
stoodthem.
Theballofcoursewassetrolling(with

not a little instigation, oneassumes)bya
facultymember of IIT Kanpur whowas
offended by the line “Sab taj uchhale
jaayenge, sab buth ukhaade jayenge”, as
tending toglorifyGhaznavi!Does some-
onewith such tunnel vision and limited
understanding of imagery deserve to be
teachingatan IIToranywhereatall?The
supreme irony is that “Hum dekhenge...”
was considered anti-Muslim by right-
wingers inPakistanat that time!
Withanunspeakable senseof trepida-

tiononeawaits thedaywhenFaiz’s,orany
Urdu,poetryand literaturewill bebanned
in totality in our country, considering the
anxiety insomequarters todeclareUrdua
foreign,orMuslim,languageandthespeed
withwhichattempts to erase all traces of
India’sMuslimpast areunderway,while
our Pradhan Sevak addresses the nation
fromrampartsofRedFort,whichofcourse
wasbuiltby“Hindukings”andforwhichthe
maraudingMughals“falsely”claimcredit!
AtthesametimethePrimeMinisterof

acountrythatactuallylootedusiswarmly
receivedandhuggedand isModi’s “khaas
dost”, justasDonaldTrumpwasatonetime,
nottomentionNawazSharif.
As it is, Boris Johnson ishangingon to

the PM-ship of his countrywith a single

strand of his disheveled hair, and Trump
isedgingclosertoincarceration.Oneisex-
cusablyconcernedaboutthefutureofthe
nextworld leaderwhomModiwillwalk
around hand-in-handwith. Could it be
VladimirPutin?
Withnotonecontestantonaquizshow

sometime ago being able to name the
writerof “Saare jahan seachchaHindustan
hamara” (Rabindranath Tagore?Munshi
Premchand?) orwho coined the slogan
“Inquilabzindabad”;withtheHindification
ofPersiancitynames;thedisseminationof
literature like “Vedic scientists of ancient
India”; the claim thatwe had flyingma-
chines centuries before theWright broth-
ers;thatitwasIVFthatresultedinthebirth
of a hundred Kauravas; that the God
Ganesha’s elephant headwas placed on
him by plastic surgery, it does seem in-
evitablethatfuturehistorybookswillbein-
distinguishable frommythology and ren-
derusthelaughingstockof theworld.
Therewillpresumablybe600yearsin

our country’s history which just didn’t
happenor inwhichuntoldmiserieswere
heapedupontheHindupopulaceof India
byMusliminvaderswhoseonlypreoccu-
pation it seemswas to convert temples
intomosques.
Truly “Khoon ke dhabbe dhulenge kitni

barsaatonkebaad?”.

Thewriterisanactor,director
and‘occasionalwriter’

ITSHOULDhavebeenagoodweekforour
PrimeMinister.Hehas just returned from
whatappearstohavebeenaverysuccess-
ful trip toEurope.Other thanmeeting im-
portant leaders hewouldhavebeenhap-
pily remindedof old timeswhenhemet
members of the diaspora in Berlin and
Copenhagenandtheychanted‘Modi,Modi,
Modi’. The PrimeMinisterwas in his ele-
mentwhen Indianmusicians in full cos-
tumeappearedseeminglyoutofnowhere
givinghimachance,asusual,totryhishand
atplayingalargedrum.Reporterswhotrav-
elledtoEuropetocoverhistourwereadu-
latoryintheirreportsofhissuccesses.One
Hindi news channel reported that itwas
Modi’s ‘stature’ thatwould soon end the
warinUkraine.TheDanishPrimeMinister
seemedtobackthisupbyurginghimpub-
liclyto‘speaktoPutin’.Modicouldnothave
askedformore.
Withinhoursofreturningtothemoth-

erland,though,someuglierrealitiesbegan
to surface. First, camenews that theAsia-
Pacific Director of Reporters Without
Borders(RSF)hadinaCongressionalbrief-
ing presented a report called ‘India’s
CrackdownonFreeSpeech’.“Nobodywants
toseeIndiabecomeaverystrongdictator-
shiplikeChina...,”saidDanielBastard“(but)
thesituation isbecomingmoreor less the
same insomeaspects.”Thereporthepre-
sentedtotheUSCongresstalkedofroutine
violence against journalists,mentioning
Kashmir in particular, and it said that the
Indianmediawas being forced into self-
censorship.
Then came alarming news from the

World Health Organization that the
Governmentof IndiahadconcealedCovid
deathstosuchanextentthattherealfigure
was probably 10 times the official count.
Thesameofficialswholetusdownsobadly
at exactly this time last yearwere trotted
out todeclare that theWHOwasmalign-
ingIndiaandusingamethodologythatwas
unreliable. They said that Indiahadavery
strongregisterofbirthsanddeathsandthat
thisindicatedthattheofficialfigureof4.81
lakhdeathsattheendof2021wasaccurate.
Nowlet’sexamine if thechargesbeing

made againstModi are true ormalicious
propaganda. This newspaper has done a
thoroughanalysisoftheWHO’schargesand
concluded that although theremayhave
been someundercounting, the actual fig-
ureisnowhereneartheWHO’sestimateof
47.4 lakh deaths.Whatweneed to ask is
why India’sofficial figuresarebeingques-
tionedatall,andtheanswer,inmyhumble
opinion, is that toomany lieswere toldby
toomany officials at the height of that
deadlyDeltawavethatsweptthroughIndia
lastsummer.
Whenbodieswereseenfloatinginthe

Ganga,weweretold that thiswasnormal
because someHindus believed in giving
theirlovedonesa ‘jalsamadhi’. Whenthe
banksofourmostsacredriverbegantobe
coveredinthousandsofshallowgraves,the
official explanationwas that therewere
Hinducommunitieswhobelievedinbur-
ial.When people started dying from the
unavailabilityofoxygenandhospitalbeds,
the official explanationwas that thiswas
an exaggeration.When queues formed
outside cremationgrounds,wewere told
that therewere some ‘vulture journalists’
whohadnobusinesstobereportingfrom
cremationgrounds.
Not many did. The media has been

whipped into such subservience. The
couragethatweonceshowedinreporting
governmentcorruptionandfailuresbegan
to die beforeModiwonhis second term,
andhas died somemore in the past four
years.Reportingonpoliticsandgovernance
hasbecomedifficult. Journalistswhocon-
tinue to showdefiance are routinelypun-
ishedby theGovernmentof India’s inves-
tigativeagencies.Andinanycase,thereare
nomore thanahandful. There areprivate
news channels today that sound somuch
likegovernmentmouthpiecesthat ifpoor,
shabby oldDoordarshanwere closed for
good,itwouldnotbemissed.
Theproblemwith forcingofficials and

journaliststobecomeservilesycophantsis
that the government begins to believe its
ownpropaganda. So,when international
organisationsornewspapersreportonfail-
uresandflaws,theresponseof thehighest
officials inModi’s government is to talk of
an ‘internationalconspiracy’against India.
This is crazy talk. As the PrimeMinister
would have discovered on his tour of
Europe, theWest is very keen for India to
succeedsothatitcanactasabufferagainst
theemergingnewworldorderledbyChina.
If thereisan‘internationalconspiracy’,

itistomakeIndiasomehowovercomeher
failuresofgovernanceandeconomicpolicy
to emerge as a real challenge to China.
When India has donewell, she has been
applaudedby the samewesternnewspa-
perswhichourofficialschargewithbeing
anti-India. It is because theModi govern-
ment’smedia policy has been essentially
tomuzzle the domesticmedia that there
hasbeenbadpressabroad.Itisbecausewe
liedabouttheextentofthehorrorweexpe-
riencedduringlastsummer’sdeadlyCovid
wavethattherehasbeensuchaseriousloss
of credibility.
Sycophantshaveaplace inautocracies

where for awhile they thrive by singing
praises to theDear Leader, but even there,
theyendupweakeninghimeventuallyin-
steadofhelpinghimbecomeabetterauto-
crat. Indemocratic countries, thedamage
that sycophantic officials and servile jour-
nalistsdoisincalculable.Until it istoolate.

Sycophants
are dangerous

Who is afraid of
Faiz Ahmad Faiz?
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POINTOFVIEW

The Lines Are Drawn
An exhibition of cartoons honours
the unintended archivist and offers

glimpses into India as an newly
independent nation

BOOKS
●ReviewofKRaju editedTheDalit

Truth: TheBattles forRealizing
Ambedkar’sVision

● ReviewofAbhayK’sMonsoon:APoemof
Love andLonging

● Reviewof StephenAlter’sBirdwatching

Shubhra Gupta

MOVIES FROM the south
are gold at the box of-
fice”. “Bollywood has
forgotten how tomake
movies.” These two
statements have been

tossed out so frequently during the last six
months,thatevenhardenedscepticshavesus-
pendeddisbelief.
Justwhat isgoingon?
Most industry experts say that only two

Bollywood filmsmade their top 2021 list:
Rohit Shetty’s cop caper Sooryavanshi and
KabirKhan’s sports saga83; the restwereall
from the south, and topping the list was
Pushpa:TheRise,thestoryofanunderdogwho
smites the ungodly hip and thigh, and
emerges victorious. Right now, almost half
way through 2022, the biggest films are SS
Rajamouli’s rousing period-adventure-epic
RRRandPrashanthNeel’sunstoppableK.G.F:
Chapter 2 (KGF2), inwhichYash towers over
the vast Kolar Gold Fields and a phalanx of
foes,which includes an Indianprimeminis-
ter,noless.
Figuresarebeingbandiedaboutlikecandy

floss. Five hundred crores, thousand crores,
more!Whilenoonereallyhasahandleonthe
exact figures, there’s nodoubt thatKGF2has
surged ahead of RRR, making it the second-
biggest hit in Indian cinema (the first is still
Rajamouli’s Baahubali 2: The Conclusion).
Remember the never-heard-of-before 100-
croremark, breached bymovies like Aamir
Khan’s Ghajini (2008) and Salman Khan’s
Bodyguard (2011), andthemultiplehundred
croresmadeby3Idiots (2009)andPK (2014),
directedbyRajkumarHirani,bothheadlined
byAamir?Feels likepeanutstoday.
But long-time observers also know that

figurescanbebothinflationaryanddeceptive.
Thenumberofticketssold,ontheotherhand,
isamuchmoretangiblemetric.Takealookat
thesenumbers sharedbyBookMyShow—6
millionplus for Pushpa, 13.5million forRRR,
and15millionandcountingforKGF2.Theav-
eragecontributiontothetotalticketssoldpegs
theHindiversionsat43percentandTeluguat
34percent.
Thefilmsthattanked,duringthesamepe-

riod,havesomeofthebiggestnamesofHindi
cinema—AmitabhBachchan’s slum-uplift-
mentdrama Jhund;JohnAbraham’santi-ter-
roractionerAttack;AkshayKumar’swhat-in-
heaven’s-name-was-thatBachchan Pandey;
andShahidKapoor’ssportingdrama Jersey—
andhaveallbeensub-par,businesswise.
KamalGianchandani, CEO, PVRPictures,

unpacksthiscurrentphenomenon, inwhich
it would appear that these films from the
south(PushpaandRRR inTeluguandKGF2 in
Kannada)havesucceededindiminishingthe
might of Bollywood. “There’s no doubt that
thesethreefilmsaremassivelysuccessful,”he
says, “But Bollywood’sGangubai Kathiawadi
andHollywood’sBatmancanalsobecounted
asveryprofitable.Soyes,whilecertainmovies
haven’t performed as per expectations, the
goodnewsisthatpeoplearebackintheatres.
And the pent-up demand right now is
for ‘eventmovies’, as audiences have been
starved of the big screen experience for two
pandemicyears.”
Buttheenthusiastsyellinghosannahsfor

the current southern bonanza forget that
“event films” are not confined to regions or
countries. There arehuge expectations from
Aamir and hismajorly-delayed Laal Singh
Chaddha, the Karan Johar-produced, Ayan
Mukerji-directedBrahmastra,aswellasfrom
James Cameron’s Avatar 2. Films from the
southaretheflavouroftheseason,butittakes
no time for content-saturated viewers to
changetheirminds.Todayit isexotic, tomor-
rowbacktothefamiliar.
“Thegoodthingaboutthesuccessofthese

conceptsocialdramasthatBollywoodhadbe-
guntoyingwith.But,andthisisthething,the
audience tired of the southmasala just as it
hadof northmasala, spikedwithdoubleen-
tendres, numbing violence and heroes ro-
mancingleadingladieshalf theirage.
Clearly, given the success of these “new”

2021-22 iterations, the craving for well-
groundmasalahasn’tgoneanywhere,andthe
Hindi-speaking audience, at one time so re-
luctant toembraceanything that camefrom
the dark-skinned south, is obligingly filling
theatres.ItwasRajinikanthwhobeganbreak-
ing these racistbarrierswithEnthiran (2010)
and2.0 (2018),drawingcheeringcrowdseven
intheirnon-dubbed,non-subtitledversions.
ButitisequallyclearthatifBollywoodwereto
beginmakingthesemoviesagain,itwouldbe
laughedout of court. It has takendecades to
acknowledgethewidespreadproblemofugly,
casualsexism,eventhoughthedefault,espe-
ciallyincoarsecomedieshasdollopsofit,both
indialogueandcharacterisation.Butnowand
then, there is pushback in the shape of such
moviesasAbhishekKapoor’sChandigarhKare
Aashiqui(2021)andHarshvardhanKulkarni’s
BadhaaiDo (2022),whichstrike thegong for
same-sexloveanddiversity.Theymaybeex-
ceptionsratherthantherule,butatleastthey
exist.Wewill willinglywatch Allu Arjun’s
character go allmisogynistic, as long aswe
haveAyushmannKhurrana’scharactermake
upfor it.
Also,andthisiscrucial,theskillofthefilm-

maker inmaking us believe is paramount.
WhenSanjayLeelaBhansaliinvitesusintothe
gorgeously stylised universe of the pretty
prostituteandherplaythings,wegladlysub-
mit.WhenRajamoulimagicsupaframewith
scores of scampering animals and humans
choreographed at a scale we haven’t wit-
nessedbefore,werevel in it. These filmmak-
ers have conviction in their creation, and, by
extension, their audience. Not every film-
makerhasit,andit isalsowhynoteveryfilm
works. That most bizarre romance Radhe
Shyam(2022),starringPrabhas,wasadudnot
just in the north, but also in its home state,
AndhraPradesh.
Is this awake-up call for Bollywood?Of

course it is. The smugness of an industry
whichcoastedon thepan-Indiaappealof its
movies starring smouldering angry young
men, itsmusicalromancesandglitzyaction-
ers,hasbeenshattered.Butit’sonlythemega-
budget tent poles, inflated by the enormous
star fees and even bigger egos, which are
crashingandburning.
Whathasgainedtremendoustraction,es-

peciallyduringthepandemic,aretheoriginal
movies andweb series being produced by
streamingplatformssuchasNetflix,Amazon,
andDisney-Hotstar,whichhavebroken free
of starry shackles and are busy focussing on
strongplots, andattractingrealactingtalent.
“Baahubaliprovedthatwecouldmakeafilm
with pan-Indian appeal in the south,” says
ShobuYarlagadda,producerofbotheditions
ofBaahubali.“AndRRRhasprovedthatlarger-
than-lifemovies, thewayRajamoulimakes
them,willgetpeoplebackintotheatres.”
So,will a filmbe forced to go bigger and

bigger in order to sustain footfalls? “No,” he
says, “that is a trap. A Hollywood film can
comealongwhich is evenbigger.Not every-
thing is about size.We are nowat the stage
whenrightat the scripting stage,wecande-
cidewhether the filmis fit fora theatrical re-
lease,or itwill go straight toOTT,whether it
willworkwithinthestateit isbeingmadein,
or itwillworkequally in itsdubbedandsub-
titled versions across India and the globe.
Smaller,softermoviesworkbestonstreaming
platforms; for thebigscreenexperience,you
need a spectacle. But eitherway, big filmor
small,whatworksacrosstheboardisattitude,
visionandconviction.”
And that’s truewhether it is Bhansali or

Rajamouli,HindiorTelugu,northorsouth.

BOX-OFFICE BATTLES
Is the success of recent films from the south teaching Bollywood

a lesson or two in positioning and storytelling?

films is that doors have opened all over the
country.But it’salso importanttoremember
that of all the filmsmade in the south, only
twoorthreewillworkacross India. It cannot
be a bhed-chaal (herd mentality),” says
BhumikaTewari,headofrevenue,ZeeStudios,
whichhasdistributedfilmslikeAjith’scopca-
per Valimai (2022) and Kangana Ranaut’s
Jayalalitha biopic Thalaivi (2021). “Literally,
everyoneknewKGF2andRRRwereon their
way,andtheydeliveredhandsomelyafterso
manyyearsofanticipation.Thesuccessofthe
filmsalsohastodowithsmartpositioningand
marketing.Therustic,grassrootsfeelof these
filmsconnectedwithaudienceseverywhere.
Filmswithauniversalstorywilltravel,which
iswhythereverseisalsohappening:dubbed
versionsofAnubhavSinha’sArticle15(2019),
RajMehta’sGoodNewwz (2019) andAnurag
Singh’sKesari(2019)(threeverydifferentfilms
in tone and tenor) have done well in the

south,”shesays.
What’s common among these “south

films”,whichhave done exceedinglywell in
theirHindidub/Englishsubtitlesversions,are
great production values, lavish scale, larger-
than-life heroes (andvillains), and a fallback
on familiar tropes like good vs evil, lone guy
vs thesystem,andpopularmythological fig-
ures. But it's not all for the good.With their
bristlingmachismo and regressive flexing,
thesefilmsofferscantspaceforsignificantfe-
male characters. Leading ladies inserted
strictly to bring up the rear is a straight dive
backintothedarkages.APushpaoffersmoney
inexchangeforakissfromasimperingmiss;
aRockykidnapsawomanforhis “entertain-
ment”.What is that, if not deeply, unapolo-
geticallytoxic?Andhastheirmammothsuc-
cess made us blind to these disturbing
elements?Makemoney,willignoretoxicity?
Ifyoutakeawaytheregionalspecificities,

and the desi-fied nods to Game of Thrones
(2011-19)andMadMaxFury(2015),theseare
thekindoffilmsthatBollywoodusedtomake
inthe ’70sand’80s,withtheir long-suffering
mothers, dutiful sons, risible romances, and
dubiousdialogues.Hindicinemaabandoned,
moreor less, such filmsaround the ’90s, and
bytheturnof themillennium,ithadbecome
anindustrytryingfornew,whileholdingonto
the old for safety’s sake, just theway risk-
aversemainstream film industries do the
worldover.Whatgotleftoutinthischurnwas
thelow-grademasalaflick,whichkeptcircu-
latinginthehinterlandareasofHindi-speak-
ingnorthIndia,butwithzero-productionval-
ues.Which iswhyAamir andSalmanhad to
reachdownsouthtocreateblockbusterHindi
remakes of Ghajini (2008) and Bodyguard
(2011) (madeoriginally inTamil, bothblock-
busters) toreelbacktheaudience feeling left
out by the city-slicker rom-coms and high-

PICKING UP CUES
(Clockwise from top) Stills from RRR; Thalaivi; Chandigarh Kare Aashiqui; Pushpa: The Rise; Gangubai Kathiawadi; K.G.F: Chapter 2
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BEING THERE
True to her artistic
nature, she was the
elder presence, who

came free of
questions or queries,
and was just happy

connecting and
creating

POSTCARDS
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PAST
(Top) The late artist
Inder Bhan Madan;
some of his works

on show
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Wild Relatives
Which great ape defines you, since
the difference is only one per cent?

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal isanauthor,
environmentalistand
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

W HENCHARLESDarwinfinallyan-
nouncedtotheworldthatournearest
livingrelativeswerethegreatapes,
civilisedsocietywasoutragedand

roundlypilloriedhim. Idaresay,whenthegreatapes
heardabout this, theymusthavebeenequallyappalled.
But theevidencethat there’sanearly99percentgenetic
matchbetweenusandthem(likethoseoutrageousCBSE
scores) isoverwhelming:Afewgenetic tweaksand,hal-
lelujah,hellogorilla!
If Iweretochoosebetweenthechimpanzee,gorillaand

orangutan,whichgreatapewouldIprefertobe?Actually,
allthreeofthemwerefortunate,theyhadfairygodmothers
wholookedafterthemfordecades(DianFosseyforgorillas,
JaneGoodallforchimpsandBiruteGaldikasfororang-
utans),whopopularisedtheircauseandensuredtheirsur-
vival.So,whichoneforme?
First, thelargestandmostpowerful: thegorilla.

Gorillas invariablyremindmeofAmericanfootballers,ex-
cepttheyhavemoresensethantosimplylowertheir
headsandchargeheadlongintoeachother.Butthen, the
packleadingsilverbackisusuallyamagnificentanimal,
witha56+++inchchest,andthatthunderousbrow
guardinghisgentlebrowneyes.Hemoveshisbulkwith
gravedignity, isusually laid-backandrelaxed,makinghis
ladiesfeel likewiseandwilleventicklehischildrenunder
thechintomakethemchortlehelplessly.Hemayextend
thisaffectionandprotectioneventowardsourownyoung
—asthecontroversyoverHarambethefamousCincinnati
Zoosilverbackshowed:thedebatestill rageswhether
Harambewasgoingtohelpthelittleboywho’dfalleninto
hisenclosureorharmhim.Hewasshotanyway.
Hecanberousedtogreatrage.Whenhe,hisladiesor

childrenarethreatened,it’saterrifyingspectacle.Ashe
heavestohisfeet,beatsthunderonhischestandcharges,
flatteningallthefoliageinhisway.Inmostcases,thecharge
isbluff,andcarriedthroughjustenoughtoseethechal-
lengerturntailandflee(ifyou’rethe“challenger”,theysay,
don’trun,justbowyourheadandpretendtoeatleaves,sig-
nallingsubmissiveness).Butwhencombatensues,there-
sultscanbebloody;hiscaninesarelikedaggersanda
thumpfromhisfistwillmakeyourheadexplode.But
mostlyallhereallywantsistobeallowedtoeatinpeace
(he’svegan),keepaneyeonhisfamilyand,occasionally,
playwithhischildren,andtakehisfamilytothebestdining
outletsinthejungle.Alifestyleworthconsidering.

Nextarethechimpanzee:Frankly, I findthemjusttoo
hyperandalmostMachiavellian.There’saconman’s
shrewdnessintheireyesastheyappraiseyou,asif figuring
outhowbesttotakethemickeyoutofyou.Theyseemto
beabittoomuchlikethelumpenelementsineverypoliti-
calparty:alwaysinapowerstruggle,everprimedtoex-
plodeintoextremeviolence,showingoffstatusbyrushing
wildlythroughtheforesttearingatthefoliage,orbeatingit
upwithsticks;throwingstonesandhootingandscream-
inghysterically.Evengroupsenjoyingalittlepeaceand
quietareliabletoexplodeintoincandescenthysteria,
hooting,pantingandrunningriot,ruiningone’safternoon
siestawithoutnotice.They’recapableofseriousviolence,
too:gangspatroltheirterritoriesandif theyfindaninter-
loper,theywillgoscreamingupthetreesinpursuitandrip
thetrespassertoshreds—male, femaleorchild.
Thenhowabouttheir“opposite”species—thebono-

bos?Bonobosseparatedfromregularchimpsmillionsof
yearsagoandtookonahippie lifestyle. Insteadofwar,
theymadelove—virtuallyeverywhereandinfrontof
everyone,noholdsbarred.Canyouimaginetherepercus-
sionsof suchbehaviour inthisdayandage,wherehold-
inghandswhilegazingatthesunset isconsidereda
lynch-worthyoffense?Besides,socialmediawouldfreak
outwithcensoriouscommentsaboutyour“orgies”and
soon.So, forme,chimpsareadefiniteno!
Nowtotheorangutans:those“oldmenoftheforest”

thatliveinIndonesia.Ilikethem!There’sthatshininghu-
morousmischief intheireyes,theirlazy-daisywayofmov-
ingarmoverarmastheyascendthetrees—neverseeming
tobeinahurry.Theywillappraiseyouwithshrewdness
andimitateyou—chucklingsoftlytothemselves—asthey
goaboutthetask.Youcannotimagineorangutansthrow-
ingtempertantrumslikegorillasorchimps,eventhebig,
beardedgranddaddieswouldratherintimidatemerelyby
theirappearancethangetintosomethingasundignifiedas
physicalcombat.Theyseemquietlyconfidentinthepower
oftheirarms.Ofcourse,redheadsarenotoriousfortheir
shortfuses,butorangutansseemtobetheexceptiontothe
rule. There’sanelementofyogicgentlenessaboutthem—
alltheyseemtowantistobeleftinpeacesotheycan
munchtheirleavesandfruittotheirheart’scontent.
Ofcourse,thereisacovertreasonwhyIhaveasoftspot

fororangutans.OneofmyfirstgirlfriendsinDelhiwasan
orangutancalledPinky,whowaddleduptomewithher
keeper,slungherarmsaroundmylegsandembracedme.
Nogirlhaseverdonethat!NeedIsaymore?

I SEE YOU
ChimpanzeescanbehyperandMachiavellian

WIKIMEDIACOMMONS

THISPASTweekdealtmy family andmean-
otherblow,butwithitcamerichlessonsinlife
and living. I lostmyAshaBua, a lifelong resi-
dentofBombay(nowMumbai), tooldage, in
Bengaluru. Almost 90, shepossessedenergy
andenthusiasmthatcouldn’tbematchedby
anine-year-oldinthebestoftimes.Herspirited
wayoflivingandloving,nurturingandcaring,
discoveringandsharingwillbemisseddeeply,
and her passing leaves a gaping hole inmy
heartthatIwillneedtolearntolivewith,make
peacewith,andreflectupon,whenoutofsorts
andnotbeinggeneroustomyselfandothers.
TheeldestgranddaughterofDadi’s fam-

ily,BuawasdeeplyIndianandold-fashioned,
and yet verymodern and of the ages. A tall,
classic Indian beauty, she’d dress in colours
thatdefineIndia,herjewelleryrustic,volup-
tuous and bold. She shone brightest when
notdefinedbyherage,relations,class,caste,
genderorcircumstance.Whenfreeof these
markers, she chased humanity and smiles,
decency and love, thatmake a personwho
theyreallyare,andleftherindeliblemarkon
all that she touched.
I arrived in Bombay in 1991, still in my

teens, for tutelage in applied arts at Sir JJ
SchoolofArt,yetitwasAshaBuawhowould
teachmethemostinspiringlessonsI’dlearn
there. The school, once headed by Rudyard
Kipling’s father, was at the time nothing
morethanapedestalprecariouslyplacedto
crumble. It had become all reputation and
no substance, imparting anything but edu-
cation. I was a disenchanted student and
Bombaybecamemygeographyto loseboth
selfanddiscipline.Butluckily,AshaBuafilled
in thegaps incurriculumand inspiration.
Bua’s lifewas ina fluxof itsown.Sheand

Phuphajiwererecentempty-nesters,making
peacewithalifethatcamewithanewerpace
and the challenges of being footloose and
fancy-free.Myself-composedmind,fertilefor
inspiration, found in Bua themuch-needed
muse itwassearchingfor.Truetoherartistic
nature,shewastheelderpresence,whocame
freeofquestions,queriesandwithoutinterest
inknowingthosedetailsthatwouldrevealmy
disenchantmentwithschool,and,thus,leadto
further changes inmy life. Uninterested in
knowinghowIgotfreetimedaily,shewasjust
happy connecting and creating.We each
found apuzzlement that gave the other just
enoughtobebusywithandnothingbeyond
tobeworriedabout.

Aakash Joshi

WELIVE inanageofman-
ufactured confessions.
In writing, this has
meant the explosion of
thefirst-personsingular

—most pieces are permeated by the per-
spective of the “I”. For the young and the
“connected”, thisself-obsessionisexempli-
fied by the selfie. Every passing thought,
every opinion, and every trauma seems so
often to havemeaning only in its perform-
ance, in the degree towhich it can elicit ei-
therplaudits or abuse.
Even without this context, “The Wry

Eye”,anexhibitionofaselectionofcartoons
by the late Inder BhanMadanbeing exhib-
ited by the Foundation for Contemporary
Indian Art (FICA) at Lado Sarai in Delhi till
May31,tellsfascinatingstories.Madan,born
in1909,workedfor theDepartmentof Post
and Telegraph formuch of his professional
life. He served as a communication officer
during the 1962 Sino-IndianWar, and as a
seniorcivilservant,sawearlyIndia’smoder-
nity-in-the-making.ButMadanisunlikethe
colonial diarists that preceded him, or the
self-reflecting(andoftenself-serving)work
of thosewho reminisce about their days in
government. Or, even from themorenoble
desireofmostartists,whoattheirbest,need
togiveexpressiontoanimpulseorathought
and once having put it to paper, canvas or
anyothermedium,need it tobe seen.
Madandiedin2007,aged98.Forthelast

decade,hisdaughtersChandraandShobha
Madan have helped sort through his work
andput this exhibition together,whichhas
been designed and curated by Shambhavi
Gairola at FICA.
For50years, fromthe1950s to theearly

2000s,Madan drew a cartoon or image al-
most every day. He hardly ever dated or
signedhiswork—henevermeantforittobe
seen. But in his work, he covers the events
that theancients said (according toBritish-
American author Christopher Hitchens)
every personmust experience for a com-
plete life—love,povertyandwar.Theexhi-
bitionatFICAprovidesonlyaglimpseofhis
vast archive. But the curationmanages to
bringoutthedepthofhisengagementwith
avarietyof issues.
Madan’s cartoons from the time he

served as a communications officer during
the Chinawar are refreshing. Had he been
commentingonmorerecentconflicts, inthe
currentpoliticalmilieu,onewouldhaveun-
derstoodwhyheneverpublishedthem.He
bringsouttheabsurdity,alaCatch-22,of the
conflict: at times, soldiers appear like ants
on a hill — the bird’s-eye view of the pow-
ers that be — and at others, all too human
and similar, nomatter their nationality. In
one cartoon, for example, two prisoners of
war fromeither side talkabout “theirwon-
derful experience”.
Madan’s keenest observations, though,

are of the state, bureaucracy and how it
makes “policy” for the poor. The politician
andbureaucratarethebuttsofhismostcut-

tingobservations. Isthisanact,perhaps,un-
witting of self-criticism? It is interesting to
seehimsubtlytakeonthehypocrisiesofsci-
entific temperandmechanisedagriculture,
especiallyatatimewhensomanyofusview
Nehruvian India with rose-tinted glasses.
But,democracywasawork-in-progresseven
whenMadan drew the pompous govern-
mentscientist leadingthechargeofmecha-
nised agriculture, as the farmer looks on,
hapless,withhis cowsandbullocks in tow.
In frame after frame, he points out the

vastdistancebetweenthosewhomakepol-
icy for “the people” and the people them-
selves,whoseburdensdon’t seemtoabate.
This isnottosaythathispoliticalsatireis

from the standpoint of a socialist, anti-sta-
tist,orenvironmentalist. It is, inasense,truly
unbiased—everyhypocrisy, includingthose
of studentprotestors, is targetted.
As time went on, Madanmoved away

fromstrictlypoliticalandeconomicthemes
tomorereflectiveones.Theblack-and-white
political cartoons gradually become
coloured panels and, eventually, portraits
thatexplorethenatureofmarriage,children
and the sad questions we all ask ourselves

It was at Asha Bua’s home that I fur-
theredmy desire to work with my hands.
Bymymother’s side, I had learnt to stitch,
cross-stich, embroider, knit, crochet, paint,
sculpt, chop, prep, lay the table and play
host.WithAshaBua, I learnt toput theseto
work. Watching mymomwork diligently
to fulfillwhateverdesiresDadi anduschil-
dren had while putting her own on hold
taughtmeatayoungageaboutselflessness
and patience. In her, and through her ac-
tions, Iobservedfirsthandwhat itmeansto
respecttheself andtheother.Watchingmy
aunt, who was living in another phase of
life, I sawanunfetteredlifeunfurl in frontof
my eyes. A life without obligations to an-
other and one that needn’t pause to be
questioned by self, let alone by someone
else. She had passed the phase of elders
steering thewheel of the car shewas now
bothdrivingandriding in. Still a teenager, I
hadthegoodfortuneofobservingtwovery
different sides of thehuman story.
ThereweredaysinBombaywhenIknew

Buawas hosting a party, so I would come
earlytohelpherprepandreturnlaterforthe
party. I’d leave late, afterhelpingherrestore
herhome to its impeccable calmandorder.
Wewouldchat, Iwouldburst into songand
poetry,andshe’dtellmetheragaI justsang.
Shewouldcomplimentmeforknowingpo-
etrythathermotherandgrandmothermight
never have read themselves. When she
learnt I’d triedmyhand at a certain craft or
skill, she’d promise to showme the ropes

whenwemet again, which was often the
verynextday.IknewBuawouldn’tjudgeme
forbeinginterestedinthecraftsandhobbies
usually associatedwithwomen. She never
judged. I feltsafearoundher;I feltrespected
andtreasured.Shedidn’tquestionmyman-
linessbecauseofmyinterestinembroidery;
she took it at facevalue.
Inher80s,rifewithbodilypainandweak-

nessthatwouldbreakmostothers,AshaBua
wouldmakeannualtripstoNewYorkCityto
visitherdaughter,Gaurididi, andher family.
Thesetripswouldblessourfarmwithhervis-
its,andherstaywouldbringalivethosemo-
ments of tenderness that she and I used to
shareinBombay,butwithaslightreversalin
flow.Now, Iwastheonedoingtheworkand
heavy-lifting,andshewasindulgingmewith
encouragement,support,inspiration,ahelp-
inghand,afunconversationtakingmedown
memorylane,andblessingsthatwereshow-
ered24x7.At the farm, I sawprideandjoy in
her eyes, smiles of awe and boundless love
and heartfelt glee. She’d aged a couple of
decades and yet had become younger and
moreunencumbered, even freer inhergen-
erosityof self andinsharing.
Justtwoweeksago,inaperiodwhereshe

found little energy to speak at all, Asha Bua
indulgedmewith a 16-plus-minute phone
conversation.Itwasoneofthelastmeaning-
ful conversations shehad.Her swansong, if
youwill. I knew shewas labouring to keep
up, but she also didn’twant to stop talking.
Shecouldhavegoneon,butIfeltherfatigue.
Thatwas our connection. Feeling that Iwas
drainingherof herpreciousenergy, I ended
theconversation longbefore Iwanted to.
AshaBuahaspassedaway inherhuman

form,butsheisaliveinmyveins,inourshared
DNA. Evenmore poignant and lucid forme
arethemanymemoriessheleftforallwhose
lives she touched and enriched with her
graceful presence andwelcoming lifestyle.
When I was lost to myself and life, when
thingswereevenslightlyboringorchalleng-
ing, Iwould call her, and in seconds, Iwould
findmyself jokingandlaughing,feelingcon-
nected and inspired. She toldme once that
wesharedabondthatcertainlyhadconnec-
tionstoanotherpastandonethatwouldfind
moreconnectionsinthefuture.Andso,sheis
a loss that Iwill nowfillwith the inspiration
sheshoweredmylifewith.AshaBuashallal-
waysbebymysidewhenIneedtobeawak-
enedtobecomingoneandwholewith life.

Aunt, Nobody
Like You

Hers was a life unfettered, with neither any
obligation to another nor pausing to be questioned

by the self or others

SuvirSaran
Suvir Saran isachef, author, educator

andworld traveller
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as life goes on. He comments, for example,
on how society sawwomen: “They must
work, never play”. A portrait of awoman is
captioned, “does she still loveme?”
It is impossibletosay,overadecadeafter

his death, whether Inder
BhanMadanwas articu-
lating his own painwith
his later drawings. He
never intendedanyofhis
workforpublicconsump-
tion. Theglimpse intohis
art — the drawings, and
writing—showaremark-
able degree of skill. They
indicate also that hewas
aconnoisseurofthepolit-
ical cartoon, and a great
practitioner of the form
thatispolemical, journal-
isticandsatiricalallinone.
Heisstarkwhenheneeds
tobe,andhasaneconomy
with thebrushandpenthat is rare.
Therehavebeen,andstillare, thousands

of Indianswhowrite diaries, who have in-
sights that will be unseen. What makes

Madan’s work so captivating is that he
processedhisday, forover50years, through
an engagementwith thepoliticalwhile re-
mainingimpersonal.Hiscartoonsprovidea
deepinsight intoIndia’s first fewdecadesas

an independent nation,
but tell us littleabout the
man. He is, in a sense, an
unintentional archivist.
Madanstoppeddraw-

ingafterhiswife,Kamala,
died in2003.Shewasthe
one who had preserved
his work, almost daily,
fordecades.
No, Madan did not

make this vast body of
work to be seen. More
importantly, he did not
need it to be. Perhaps,
that is why in the age of
self-promotionandcom-
modification, of political

agendas thatmakecommentary (andeven
satire) seem like job applications, hiswork
standsout for its simplebeautyandunself-
conscioushonesty.

The Lines are Drawn
From unbiased political satires to a dig at scientific temper, a late self-taught cartoonist’s

biting and unselfconscious works are on display at a Delhi exhibition

● ● ●

From1950s toearly
2000s,Madandrewa
cartoon/imagealmost
everyday.Hehardly
everdatedor signed
hiswork—henever
meant for it tobeseen

● ● ●
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OUT CASTE
A file photo of

Babasaheb
Ambedkar’s statue
being renovated
ahead of his birth

anniversary on April
14 in Mumbai
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An Ode to
Nature

Jonaki Ray

INA landplaguedbyextremeheat andsoaring
temperatures, theonsetofmonsoon is equalparts
magical and transformative.Once themonsoon
doesarrive, the change in the landscapeandof

spiritshavebeenan inspiration for centuries inmusic
andpoetry. The songsassociatedwithmonsooncome
within the family, RaagMalhar, that literallymeans
mala (dirt) beinghari (removed). Consider the follow-
ing linesof theRaagMiankiMalhar (attributed to
Tansen, the courtmusicianof the16thcenturyMughal
emperorAkbar):
Saavana ghana garajey ghoomaghooma/ barasata

s(h)ettala jala jhooma jhooma/Hamsa chakora
chahoo(n) disa doley/ caataka keera kokila boley/
naachata vara ati karata kikola/moramorani jhooma
jhooma.Roughly translated, it heralds the arrival of
heavy clouds in themonthof shravana; andhow that
makes birds of every shade, including themythical
ones, dance in abandon.
In theworldof poetry,weseemonsoonbeingper-

sonified in themagnificentSanskrit classic,Meghaduta
byKalidasa (c. 4th–5thcenturyCE). The romanticpoem
isanarrationof thesights seenbyamonsooncloudas it
carriesamessage fromayakshaexiled in thehotplains
tohis lover in theHimalayanoutpost,Alakapuri.
Poet-diplomatAbhayKcarries forward this tradition

bydescribing thesights seenby thecloudsas themon-
soongathers inMadagascar, turns towards the Indian
subcontinent, and thengoesbackagain. This journey is
narrated throughonehundredstanzas,witheachstanza
of four lines in freeverse, a remarkable feat in itself.

Thepoet,who is currently
India’s ambassador to
Madagascar,mentions in the
Introductionabout reading
Meghaduta inMarch2020and
translating it alongside
Ritusamhara, Kalidasa’sother
classic, intoEnglish.Hewas then
inspired towrite thismodern
versionof amessagebeingcar-
ried toabeloved.Only, in this
case, thesettingchanges—from
Madagascar toSrinagar, andback
toMadagascaragain.
Along theway, thepoem

weaves in the folklore, cultural
traditions, and local floraand
faunaof the IndianOcean islands
ofMadagascar,Re´union,
Mauritius, Seychelles,Mayotte,
Comoros, Zanzibar, Socotra,

Maldives, Sri Lanka,AndamanandNicobarandthe
Indiansubcontinent. It alsohighlights commontradi-
tionsandknowledgebetweenthe islandcommunities
thathave followedaparallel trackof tradeandmigra-
tion,much like themonsoonwinds for centuries. For in-
stance, consider thedescriptionof the influenceof the
largediaspora fromGujarat inMadagascaraswell as the
vividdescriptionof thenatural landscape: “Traveller’s
palms stretching their arms inprayer/Baobabsmeditating
likeascetics turnedupsidedown/Giraffe-necked redwee-
vilsnecking theirmates/ fragrantChampa flowers—galax-
ieson theearth/ colourfulMahafaly tombsdotting the
countryside/ erotic Sakalava sculpturesarousing longings
inmind,/ innumerable sculpted rock-templesat Isalo/ each
oneahomage toLordPashupatinath”.
Thedescriptionof the fast-disappearing species and

the interweavingof thepast and thepresent in termsof
local festivals, architectureand flavoursmakes this
poeman important addition to the fieldof eco-poetry
aswell. Thus,wehave inMauritius, “BlackRiverGorges
resemblinganenchantress/ and the seven coloured
princess Chamarel/will captivate yourheart, frolicwith
thepinkpigeon/ before theyvanish forever fromthe
earth...”whileUdaipur, India, has analmost-wistful im-
age: “Udaipur, theCity of Lakes,will bemirthful again,/
theMonsoonPalacenamedafter you, built/ onahilltop
overlooking the lake Fateh Sagar/will sparkle like a gem,
drunkonyourpotion”.
Finally, the twopartsof themonsoon—fromtheBay

of Bengal andArabianSea—convergenearDelhi and
move to the landof thebeloved—Srinagar: “whenyou
seeher, surpriseherwithall/ youhave seen, heard, tasted,
felt, smelled/ andabsorbedon theway fromMadagascar/
to Srinagarbeforegivinghermymessage”.
Bytheendof thepoem,onerealises that it is ames-

sageof love indeed,butnot just tomonsoon,but to the
wondersof theworldandtoourplanet.

JonakiRay isapoet,writer,andeditorbased inNewDelhi.Her
poetrycollection,FireflyMemories, is forthcoming later thisyear
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THE RTI Act, implemented on October
12, 2005, is very simple to use. One can
fileanapplicationonaplainpaper,writ-
ing the details of the information re-
quired.Withfewexemptionsundersec-
tion 8(1), it is mandated that “the
informationwhich cannot be denied to
theParliamentoraStateLegislatureshall
not be denied to any person” and that
“Notwithstanding anything in the
Official Secrets Act, 1923 nor any of the
exemptions permissible in accordance
with sub-section (1), a public authority
mayallowaccesstoinformation, ifpub-
lic interest in disclosure outweighs the
harmto theprotected interests.”
Yet, over time, information officers

havelearnthownottodiscloseinforma-
tion.Andwhilethefirstappellateauthor-
ities — superior officials of those infor-

mation officers —mostly endorse the
stand takenby informationofficers, the
second appellate authorities,
Information Commissions, have often
notbeenhelpfultoRTIusers.Thisdefeats
thepurposeofthesimple-to-useRTIAct,
and users need to be more equipped
with the legalknowledge.
MLSharma,whowasdeniedtheposi-

tion of the directorship of the Central
Bureau of Investigation during theUPA
government’s tenure,was appointed an
information commissioner (IC) at the
CentralInformationCommissionin2008.
Hehascomeupwiththebookwhichcon-
tains relevant legal knowledge and ex-
plains the156 landmarkdecisionsof the
CIC,374judgmentsofvarioushighcourts
and29judgmentsof theSupremeCourt.
However, thisbook isnot amerecompi-

For the Sake of
Transparency

SHELFLIFE

RIGHTTO
INFORMATION
AND
JURISPRUDENCE
BYML SHARMA
Vitasta
892 pages
`1,995

lation of those decisions. It is annotated
with Sharma’s knowledgeable com-
ments,whichmakesitallthemoreuseful.
Sharma has also narrated a history of
strugglefortheRTIActinIndiaandthead-
vocacy for transparency law across the
globe.
Over his nearly four-decade career

intheIPS,Sharma,ashewrites,became
“deeplyawareof howbureaucracyhad
succeeded in controlling and using in-
formation as a source of its power” but
realised, as an IC, that the “litigants are
handicapped in prosecuting their
cases.” Sharma andmany of his previ-
ous IC and CICs, prompted by such
awareness anddespite all obvious lim-
itations,ordereddisclosureof informa-
tion that created much-required re-
forms in the government.
Inachapter“AcritiqueoftheLawand

Practice”, he startswith the quote of PM
NarendraModi that “our government is
committedtoprovidingatransparentand
accountable administration” but it con-
tradictswithSharma’sobservationwhen
hewrites,“Suomottodisclosuresarehap-

hazard,unindexed,inadequate,andhalf-
hearted,therebyburdeningtheentireRTI
regime.”Thiswassupposedtobedoneby
eachpublic authoritywithin120daysof
theimplementationoftheRTIAct.Lackof
this disclosure is a reason for several un-
necessaryapplicationsbeingfiled.Heat-
taches the order of the full bench of the
CICdatedJune3,2013,declaringpolitical
partiesaspublicauthoritiesbutwiththe
sadnotethat“It isdisturbingthatthede-
cisionhasnotbeen implementedbyany
politicalpartiessofar.”
More than the RTI users, this book

should be read by the present commis-
sioners at the CIC and by state govern-
mentofficialslikethoseofUP,whodisre-
gard the deadline for replying to RTI
queries— if they respondat all. Itmight
bearevelationtothemtolearnaboutthe
revolutionRTIhadcreatedbefore them.
Though somewhat voluminous and
costly, thebookhasarrivedatanappro-
priatetimewhenarevolutionarylegisla-
tion is rapidly losing its sheen.

SHYAMLAL YADAV

Chandramohan S

T HISBOOKof essayseditedbyK
Rajuisaneclecticmixoferudite
scholarship sprung fromathe-
orist’s insight on anti-caste
themeswith itsmix of vicissi-

tudes and conformism. Reminiscent of the
writings byBRAmbedkar, eachof these es-
says helpedme embrace the “emotional in
the intellectual”, to borrow a phrase I had
subsumed froma thought-provokingpiece
intheRoundTableIndia—ananti-casteplat-
formownedandrunbyAmbedkarites.This
bookhasarrivedafterabout twodecadesof
Dalit activism on socialmedia, where plat-
formswhichareuncensored(duetotheab-
senceofacentralisededitor)helpednurture
aradicalanti-castevisionthatgatheredmo-
mentum.Thisbookofessayscouldbeoneof
itsoutcomes. It isawelcomeadditiontothe
national discourse spearheaded by
AmbedkariteDalitsintheRohithVemulaera.
Theicingonthecakeisthatthisbookisded-
icated to two stellar poets from the Dalit
communitywho are still unsung heroes —
Gurram Joshua (1895-1971) and Boyi
Bhimanna (1911-2005).
At the outset, there are three aspects to

this book that enthrals the Ambedkarite in
me. Firstly, these essays are thorough en-
gagementswith anti-caste themes, varying
fromelectoral and judicial reforms tomore
hipvistasliketheadventofAmbedkaritecin-
emaandemergenceof anti-castepolitics in
the Indian diaspora in theWest
— all conceived in the English
languageforadiscerningreader.
These are not essayswhere the
agency of the author is severely
curtailedduetotheintervention
ofatranslatorwhomaynothave
harnessed a political vision
alignedwithAmbedkariteideals.
Secondly, the choice of au-

thors commissioned to con-
tribute to theanthology isan in-
teresting mix of various
dimensions of difference — old
school,asIunderstandit(suchas
Sukdheo Thorat and Rajasekhar
Vundru ) and new school (such
as Jignesh Mevani and Suraj
Yengde).Theinclusionofmillen-
nial voices like Pa Ranjith is, in-
deed, a whiff of fresh air.While
only a handful are from acade-
mia, others come from the heat
anddustofelectionrallies,gaudy
oratory and tireless shooting
schedules, or hustling in bureaucracy. This
makes for an interesting spectrum of Dalit

activism/engagementwith anti-castemis-
sions in the 21st century. The other enrich-
ing aspect is the vision towards diverse
streamsofeconomicemancipationforDalit

bahujans.Ononeend,wehavea
consciousnessof thoughtrepre-
sented byMevani, who calls for
a judiciousmix of Marxism and
Ambedkarism and, for whom,
coinages such as “Dalit capital-
ism”maynotbesopalatable.On
the other end, there is an essay
with a clarion call for entrepre-
neurshiprevolutionamongDalit
bahujansbyPriyankKhargeand
Neeraj Shetye . This is, indeed, a
quest tounderstand the truthof
the new Indiawith all its diver-
sity and inequity, albeit in the
post-truthera.
This book reachedme for a

prospectivereviewwhenMevani
was languishing in prison on
charges of (false) cases. Hewas
granted bail later and the police
were reprimanded by the hon-
ourablecourtinAssamformisuse
of statemachinery. As expected,
his essayweaves anarrative that

intertwines class and caste aspects of the
wider struggle that he urges all of us to em-

barkupon.Therehavenotbeenmanyessays
likethekindSurajYengdewrites,whichcon-
nect ant-caste struggles to other struggles
elsewhere across the globe and give us a vi-
sionthatmaytranscendanygeography.
Yengde’sessayspellsoutablue-print for

international activism that can be spear-
headedbyanti-castecrusadersfromtheram-
partsof theirNRIstatus.Studentswhograd-
uate fromhigher-education institutions in
Indiaandelsewhere, andwhomay laterbe-
comeglobetrotters,canusethisparticulares-
sayastheirmanifesto.Hiscurrentpositionas
a senior fellow at the Kennedy School of
Government,HarvardUniversity,isdefinitely
ashatteringof theglassceilingandabeacon
of light forDalitactivistsofhisgeneration.
Thismightbethefirst-everfull lengthes-

saybyRSPraveen,aformercivilservantfrom
Telanganaafterhequitgovernmentserviceto
worktowardshisvisionofanegalitariansoci-
ety.TheessaybyPaRanjithbarestheflipside
ofhismuchtoutedsuccessstoryinTamilcin-
ema. I have followed these younger cohorts
ofmineonsocialmediawithgreat interest.
Thisbook is thebrainchildofKRaju, for-

mer civil servant and now a politicianwith
themain Opposition party of the day. The
bookcomeslikearayofhopeasit inextrica-
bly intertwines erudition and scholarship
withpractice—beitinelectoralpolitics,cin-

ema,academiaorpoetry,makingitacrucible
whereperspectivesfromtheoryandhands-
on-practiceenricheachother.
Another fascinating aspect of this book

and thewell-researched introduction by K
Rajuisthatcertainsalientfeaturesof theac-
complishments of the Congress Party to-
wardsAmbedkariteidealsaredocumented.
These can bemuch valued ammunition in
thearsenalofanAmbedkaritewhenbattling
Sanghis/InternetHindus.
The fewshortcomingsof thisbooks that

crossedmymindisthatthoughSudhaPai is
oneoftheauthors,thereisaconspicuousab-
senceofanessayfromananti-castefeminist
perspective. The editor could have solicited
atleastoneessayfromanAmbedkaritefem-
inist womxn (note the X) or a queer-anti
caste scholar and obliterated the vacuum
emanating fromtheabsenceof an intersec-
tional queer or feminist scholar voicing her
strandofemancipatoryvision.TheNortheast
of our country has also beenmissed in this
otherwisecommendablequestforthe“truth
ofournation”.Perhaps,thisisalacunainthe
ideals propounded bymainstream politi-
ciansof India.

ChandramohanSisan IndianEnglishDalitpoet
based inThiruvananthapuram,Kerala.Hewasa

fellowofthe IWPattheUniversityof Iowa

Madhulika Liddle

AS ANY true blue James Bond buff will tell
you,007’scharacterwasnamedafteranor-
nithologist.TherealJamesBond(1900-1989)
was an American, and an authority on the
birds of the Caribbean; his definitive book,
Birds of the West Indies (1936), was much
loved by Ian Fleming, an avid birdwatcher
and a resident of Jamaica. Fleming adopted
Bond’s name for his suave spy because he
thoughtittheperfectexampleofanordinary
name: a name for amanwho could disap-
pear intoacrowd, so tosay.

JamesBond,therealone,didnot likethe
Bondbooksanddidnotreadthem;butone
might wonder whatmight have been had
hetriedtogothewayofhis fictionalname-
sake.Would an ornithologist havemade a
goodspy?Wouldthequalitiesof agoodor-
nithologist — patience, powers of observa-
tion,ananalyticalmind, theability toblend
into the background— also serve tomake
for agoodspy?
This is the question Stephen Alter sets

outtotackle inhisspythrillerBirdwatching:
ANovel.AmericanGuyFletcher, theheroof
this fast-paced story, stumbles across a
corpsewhileobservingAsiankingvultures

inDelhi and finds himself cata-
pultedfromarelativelyquietex-
istence as a Fulbright scholar
studyingmigratorybirds, tobe-
ing in themidst of intrigue and
international espionage. From
theAmericanembassy inDelhi,
whereFletcher findshimself in-
terrogated by two formidable
menevenasaparty ishostedby
JK Galbraith for the visiting
Jacqueline Kennedy, Fletcher
travels to Kashmir on a duck
shoot . From there, now re-
cruited by the CIA, Fletcher is
put through a rigorous training
course, and sent off on a clan-
destinemissiontoKalimpong—
his cover being that of an or-
nithologist studying thepheas-
ants of the North-East. But
Fletcher must find information on some-
thingquite different...
...whichbringshimintocontactwiththe

beautiful Kesang, a leading light of
Kalimpongsociety;andCaptainImtiazAfridi,

amilitaryintelligenceofficer.The
year is 1962, and trouble, of
course, is brewing near the bor-
derwithChina.
Birdwatching is primarily

aboutadventureandespionage,
withadose(Bond-like)of femme
fatale thrown in. Alter does a
good job of evoking India in
1962:fromthetree-linedstreets
of Delhi (specifically, the diplo-
matic enclave of Chanakyapuri
and the nearby Jor Bagh), to the
misty hill station of Kalimpong,
toGangtok, stillpartof the inde-
pendent kingdom of Sikkim—
the feel, of some 60 years ago,
comes throughbelievably.
Part of this ambience are the

people,includingreallifeperson-
alities like the eccentric Kazini

Elisa-Maria,EuropeanwifeofKaziLhendup
Dorjee, the first chief minister of Sikkim.
There is the Chogyal of Sikkim, and his
Americanfiancée,HopeCooke.Andthereare
fictitious characters everybit as interesting,

ifnotmore,thantheirreal lifecounterparts:
alcoholics,traitors,heroes,everydaypeople.
Fletcher himself, an American citizenwho
has spent several years of his childhood in
India,makes forarelatable, likeableprotag-
onist. His occasional self-doubt, his worry-
ing, hiswondering over the secrets and the
machinations around him, and theway he
manages to surmount all of these, make
Fletcheran inspiringhero.
As anybody now knows, 1962 was to

prove an important year in the history, not
just of India, but of several other nations as
well. China was flexing its muscles; India,
teeteringbetweennon-alignmentandadef-
initetilttowardstheSovietUnion,wastrying,
atthesametime,tomaintaingoodrelations
with theUS. TheAmericans, fresh from the
BayofPigsfiasco(1961),wereraringtorein-
state themselves on theworld stage. Closer
home, Tibetan refugees were streaming
across the border into India, bringingwith
themtheirbelongings, their treasures, their
wayof life.
Allof these, theintrigueandthepolitical

machinationsattheupperlevelsandthead-

ventures they result in for people like
Fletcher, arepartof theabsorbingnarration
ofBirdwatching.
And then thereare thebirds. Eachof the

39chapters inBirdwatching isnamedaftera
bird, and beginswith a brief description of
thespeciesinquestion.Fromcommonbirds
like blue rock pigeons and red-vented bul-
buls to rarely sighted ones like the Sikkim
bay-owl, they are all here, and each species
plays somepart, even if it consists only of a
brief, barely-noted sighting, in the chapter
thatcarries itsname.Plus—the icingonthe
cake — there is a memorable human en-
counter related tobirds.
Birdwatching isataut,grippingstory,but

the birds really take it to another level. For
anybodywho is even slightly interested in
(especially Indian) avifauna, this one’s a
must-read, even just for that: for the obvi-
ousloveofbirdsthatcomesthroughsoloud
andclear.

MadhulikaLiddle isanauthorbased intheNCR.
Apart fromhistorical fictionandshortstories,she

alsowritesonfood,cinemaandtravel

Poet-diplomat Abhay K’s new book
traverses the Indian Ocean islands,
taking in their culture and beauty,
before making landfall in India

Vultures on Land
Stephen Alter’s latest is a historical detective novel set

in 1962, featuring an American ornithologist on an
intriguing trail of international espionage across India
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A new collection of
essays on anti-caste
themes intertwines
erudite scholarship
with practice
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Sunday May8
Mercuryisstirringupnewdreams.You'll
haveallthebest ideas,butthat’sno
guaranteethatotherswill listentoyou.
Perhapsyoushouldtryadifferent
approach,offeringtangiblegains.

Monday May9
It’sbusinesswhichcomes firstand, if
you’re lucky,you’llbespending
someoneelse’smoney.Evenmattersof
theheart seemtobetiedupwithmoney.

Tuesday May10
Manyof the financial complications
couldbeentirelyof yourmaking.The
motto for thisweek is tokeeptalking. It’s
amazinghowsimpleyouroptionsare.

Wednesday May11
Youcanaffordtobe inaseriousmood
over thecoming fewweeks.Butyour
moodwill thenbecomemorecolourful
over the followingmonths.

Thursday May12
Youare in listeningmode.Payattention
verycarefully toeverythingthatyour
partners, includingpeopleyouwork
with, say toyouandyoumayhear
somethingtoyouradvantage.

Friday May13
It’sa finemomenttochangeyourweekly
routine. At work and at home you will
soonstepintoanewgear, readyforayear
of courageandcommitment.

Saturday May14
Although the next 24 hours may not
produce fireworks, today’s celestial
pattern indicates the potential which
awaitsyouover thenext twelvemonths.

If it’s your
Birthday
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
There'snothingfunnierthanthe______.-WaltDisney(6,6)

SOLUTION:MAMMA,PILAU,TUNNEL,HEMMER
Answer:There’snothingfunnierthanthehumananimal.-WaltDisney

MMMAA ELTNNU

PUAIL EERHMM

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
It'samixedmoment,
astrologically
speaking. Inthe
short-run,youmust

expecttomovehomeormake
othersignificantimprovements
inyourdomesticsituation.You
mustalsobepreparedfora
furthersuccessionofchangesat
workontopof thosewhichhave
takenplaceoverthepastyear.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Mostthingswill
dependonthestate
ofyourclosest
relationships.You

mustrecognisethatfriendswill
havehighstandardsonwhich
theywillrefusetocompromise.
Ifyouputafootoutofplace,you
maybesubjecttoagreatdealof
criticism,butyouwillbe
completelyjustifiedifyoureply
inkind;so,standupforyourself.

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Importantstarsare
movingintoyour
financialhousesand,
beforelong,youwill

becomemuchmoreconcerned
aboutmoney.Youwillhaveto
workhardtojuggleyour
resources.Thereare,however,
waysandmeanstoboostyour
earnings.Oneistoincreaseyour
savings.

CANCER(June22-July23)
This ispotentiallya
superbperiodfor
intenseromantic
encounters,asthose

twosuper-chargedplanets,
machoMarsandpassionate
Pluto,arestirringyoutoyour
depths.Overthenextthreeto
fourweeks,youmayberather
morepreoccupiedbywork,
whichcouldthereforecutinto
yoursocialengagements.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Dopleasemakea
pointofhealing
emotionalrifts.Aswe
moveforward,your

moralewillbebuoyedupbythe
energeticplanetMars’roleina
creativeandromanticsectorof
yourhoroscope;asuresignthat
you’llbestrainingattheleash.On
theotherhand,there’llbenolet-
upatworkjustyet.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Thispromisestobea
vitallyimportant
periodathomeand,
asaresultof recent

lunaralignments,you’llhavea
chancetomakeacleanbreak
andafreshstart.Therearealso
indicationsthatsomeofyouare
nowbecomingmoreinterested
inpolitics,especiallyinany
developmentsthataffectyour
immediateenvironment.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
This isnotimefor
complacency.The
mostimportant
considerationisthat

youformulateallyourplansvery
carefullyandconfercloselywith
partners.Animpatient,know-it-
allattitudewillsurelygetyou
intoalotof troublewhenyou
forgettolookintoeventhemost
fundamentaldetails.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Youcouldbeinforgoodluck,

money-wise.Thisis
aninevitable
consequenceof the
annualgatheringof

planetsinpartsofyourchart
relevanttoyourfinances.You
mayaswellthrowcautiontothe
windandspendwhateverneeds
tobespenttoguaranteea
memorablesocialexperience.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Yourastrologicalyearhitsa

regular-turningpoint
aroundnow.The
Moon’smovements
haveaprofound

impactonallyourbodilycycles
andthisisthereforeaperiodof
fluctuationsinyourenergy.
Whetherotherscanhandleyour
intensityisanopenquestion,but
notonetowhichyoushould
devoteundueattention.

CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
You’refacingoneof
thosenear-perfect
planetaryformations
whichcombineto

opennewhorizons.Thistimeit
isoptimisticJupiter,energetic
MarsandobsessivePluto,which
exerttheir impactonthe
Capricornianpersonality.The
result isapatterwhichis
extraordinarilytoughand
harmonious.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Theplanetsare
formingaseriesof
verypowerful
patterns,bunching

togetherinseveralregionsof
yoursolarchart.Youwill
thereforebepulledinanumber
ofsharplyconflictingpersonal
directionsandwillhavethe
choicewhethertoconcentrate
ononealone,ortotryandweld
themalltogetherintoa
completepackage.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Althoughyou’llbe
keentoputyour
energyintothedrive
forsuccessatwork,

you’llbemindfultoact inaccord
withyourprinciples.Sostrongly
willyoubemotivatedbyyour
sincerely-heldbeliefs, thatyou
mayembarkonacrusade
againstthosewhoareallowing
standardstoslip.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

Southopenedamuckyfifteenpoint1NTandgot raisedtogame. West led
thetwoofhearts.Anydangershere?

NORTH
♠ J32
❤Q1043
♦ A105
♣KJ6
SOUTH
♠ AQ8
❤98
♦ J32
♣AQ942

NORTH
♠ A6
❤A103
♦ Q87543
♣73

SOUTH
♠ 543
❤Q97
♦ KJ106
♣ AKQ

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1NT

Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass
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QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
1. Beingbested?(6)
4. Congregate (8)
10. CapitalofMongolia (4,5)
11. Invigoratingmedicine (5)
12. Sore, asmuscles (4)
13. Restrains, inhibitsor represses (10)
15. Findfault (7)
16. Obtainbycompulsion(6)
19. Cheekdepression(6)
21. Venetianboat (7)
23. Goblin in Irish folklore (10)
25. Lookcloselyat (4)
27. Oneof Tolkien'shobbits (5)
28. Makingorbecomingbetter (9)
29. A longtimeback?(5,3)
30. Constituentof tea (6)

DOWN
1. FamousSwisscity (8)
2. Popularpastadish (9)
3. Beaks (4)
5. Principle (7)
6. Beggingor requestingpleadingly
(10)

7. Explosivesounds(5)
8. Internal tax (6)
9. Smitten(6)
14. Stupidorgulliblepersons(10)
17. Formercitizenof Zimbabwe(9)
18. Seasoningplant (8)
20. Reverberating-"nicehog"
anagram?(7)

21. Bad-tempered(6)
22. Lightandpuffedup(6)
24. MsBhattof Bollywood(5)
26. Divanorsettee?(4)

CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
1. Garmentperson'sgiven,with
diamondsasaccessory (6)

4. Governorgeneral takeshorse
home,complainingbitterly (8)

10. Go-getters -youmaybeshockedby
theircharges (4,5)

11. Idisfigureonepieceof Japanese
porcelain (5)

12. Poet indull-lookingget-up(4)
13. Overbearingattitudeof one
surrendering?(10)

15. Freeing fromthesails? (7)
16. Somesheep, if fleeced, catchcold?
Nonsense! (6)

19. Still getting that interference(6)
21. ToppingPersian fairy toscold (7)
23. Fainting fitwhenit'sGillespie's
turntobowl (5,5)

25. Defenceorganisation in

Anatolia (4)
27. Acity in Italyyournosecandetect
(5)

28. Agreementdoctorcanarrange(9)
29. Eachstreet's idea–removinga
section inonedirection(4,4)

30. Somesortof systemformeasuring
thepoet'swork(6)

DOWN
1. Willonechimeinwhentheothers
aresinging?(4,4)

2. Differentguy like Jacques
Cousteau?(9)

3. Yachting-centre,wehear,overawes
people (4)

5. Girl informedaboutsourceof
vitaminC(4-3)

6. Napoleon'snovelhome(6,4)
7. Goatdecapitates reptile (5)
8. Workshardatstudies (6)
9. Shoutingandweeping(6)
14. Sexysatyr Iachieve inmarriage,
wasworthat leastadiamond(5,5)

17. Hedoes't seemtohaveattained
eminence inscotland(9)

18. Doubtingacostingbreakdown(8)
20. Garmentpaid foronreceipt in
Massachusetts (4,3)

21. Fenceshowingsignsof fear? (6)

22. Imaginethatsomeareoffsideat
everymatch(6)

24. Focusesonanimalgardensand it's
grandalteration(5)

26. Solo,evenwithapartner
(4)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1Chandu,4
Trifecta,9Logged,10Indolent,12
Acrimony,13Swoops,15Swan,16
Outclasses,19Systematic,20Rang,23
Ritual,25Aphorism,27Enrolled,28
Senior,29Showsoff,30Stayup.
Down:1Cellars,2Algerians,3Dreams,5
Rind,6Footwear,7Credo,8Attests,11
Inhuman,14Scrimps,17Stability,18
Debacles,19Streets,21Gumdrop,22
Honest,24Torso,26Leaf. CRYPTIC
CLUESAcross: 1Tacked,4Despotic,9
Instep,10Gardener,12Brasshat,13
Iguana,15Doit,16Tuningfork,19A
landslide,20UFOs,23Swarms,25Well
read,27Overeats,28Persic,29Dissents,
30Zennor.Down:1Twinbed,2Costa
Rica,3Everso,5Evan,6Pedagogy,7
Tanya,8Carpark,11Manuals,14Mildred,
17Off-season,18AdamBede,19
Abscond,21Side-car,22 Sleeve,24
Ayers,26Stet.

Solutionsto2371

WestledEast'ssuit,puttingthetenofspadesonthetable.Youhaveeight
toptricksandmaybeabletosetupanother trick inhearts.Evendiamonds
might produce a second trick. Youhave to start somewhere. Youhave to
startsomewhere. Whatdoyoudoattrickone?

TheWestHand: S-104 H-K632 D-Q876C-1087
TheEastHand: S-K9765H-AJ7D-K94C-53

Lookcloselyatthespadesuit. Youaremissingtheking,ten,andnine. Given
thebidding,Eastratestohavefiveorsixspadeswhichmakeshimanover-
whelmingfavoritetohavethenineofspades.

Cover the tenwith the jack and takeEast's kingwith the ace. Noholdup.
Next,trysettingupahearttrick. LeadthenineandfinesseittoEast's jack.
Nottheresultyouwerehopingfor. Eastreturnsasmallspade. Justonede-
cisionafteranother.Doyoutakethespadeordoyouholdup?

Thisisactuallyyourbestshotforaninthtrick. Becauseyoucoveredthefirst
spade,youhaveestablishedafinessingpositioninspades. YourA8ofspades
isoverEast's9xxx. Yourplayoftheeightofspades isafinesseandit rates
towin. Whenitdoeswinyoucancomfortablytakeyourninetricks.

Dealer:South Vulnerable:None

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1C

Pass 1H 1S 1NT
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

Dealer:South Vulnerable:North/South
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Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer FBI Division Tangmarg

Standard Bidding Document For

➢ Laying & Fitting of Delivery and Distribution Pipe network of GMS Tubes and
Ductile Iron Pipes of different Nominal Bores along with pipe fittings and con-
trol valves.

➢ Construction of Ground Service Reservoirs (GSRs), Slow Sand Filtration
Plants.

➢ Execution of ancillary civil works like Spring Covers, Boundary walls,
Protection Works, staff quarters etc.
at various Water Supply schemes of FBI Division Tangmarg of Kashmir
Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT No. 16OF 2022-23 Dated:-07-05-2022

JJM
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (FBI) Division
Tangmarg invites e-tenders from reputed and resourceful Bidders/ Firms/Companies/ of all class-
es registered in JKPWD/CPWD/Railways or any other state Government for below mentioned
works at various Water Supply schemes of FBI Division Tangmarg of Kashmir Province of UT of
J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM).

The bidding process shall be completed online on www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers viz. Cover
1st consisting of General Terms and Conditionsand Technical Specifications and Cover 2nd con-
sisting of Financial Bid on overall percentage rate basis, in the prescribed BOQ.

1. Biddocuments can be accessed and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in

2. The whole bidding process shall be completed online on tender portal www.jktenders.gov.in. The
intending bidders can download the bid document from the tender portal and can submit their bids
by uploading them on the tender portal.

3. The valid bids received shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer FBI Division
Tangmarg. Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified
in column 4 & 5 of the table.

a. The cost of tender documents should be in form of DD/TR/e challan in favour of Executive Engineer
FBI Division Tangmarg .

4. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of
CDR/FDR/BG and other relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as
L1 after opening of financial cover.

5. The bid shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the last date of submission of bids. If any
bidder withdraws his bid before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and condi-
tions of the bid, the same shall be considered to be in violation of bid security declaration and shall
be dealt with accordingly and the bid shall be declared non- responsive.

6. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website www.jktenders.gov.in.

7. Queries by email if any should be made at kmrphebla@gmail.com.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti Department
FBI Division Tangmarg

Position of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

The tender inviting authority is Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (FBI) Division Tangmarg .

The awarding authority is District Jal Jeevan Mission (DJJM)

Critical Dates:

S. Particular of the work Estimated Tender Earnest Bid Time of
No Cost(Lacs) fee money Validity Completion

(in Rs) Deposit Period Of work (in days)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 500/- 02% of the 90
estimated cost days

.

➢ Laying & Fitting of Delivery and
Distribution Mains consisting of
GMS Tubes and Ductile Iron Pipes
of different Nominal Bores along
with pipe fittings and control valves

➢ Construction of Ground Service
Reservoirs (GSRs), Slow Sand
Filtration Plants

➢ Execution of ancillary civil works
like Spring Covers, Boundary
walls, Protection Works etc.

at various Water Supply schemes
of Division Tangmarg of Kashmir
Province of UT of J&K, under Jal

As per
ANNEXURE-I

to this bid
document.

As per
ANNEXURE-I

to this bid
document.

i PublishDate 07-05-2022 at

ii DocumentDownloadStartDate 07-05-2022 at

iii ClarificationStartdate 08-05-2022 from 10:AM

iv ClarificationEnddate 09-05-2022 upto 6:P.M

iv BidsubmissionStartdate 10-05-2022 from 10: AM

V BidsubmissionEnddate 17-05-2022 at4:00 P.M.

vi DateofBidopening 18-05-2022 at 4:00 P.M.

No. FBID/CC/890-900
Date: 07.05.2022
DIPK-1645/22

(C©fØfS dVfÃff d½f·ff¦f, dVfÃff ¸faÂff»f¹f, ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS IZ °fW°f EI À½ff¹fØf Àfa¦fN³f)
(An Autonomous Organization under the Department of Higher Education, Ministry of

Education, Governament of India)

THE MOST EXCITING GLOBAL CAREER IN HOSPITALITY/HOTEL AND OTHER
ALLIED INDUSTRY AWAITS YOU

NCHM JEE-2022
On high demand of the candidates

LAST DATE EXTENDED FROM 3rd may.2022 To
16th May 2022

Apply for damission to 3-Year Degree Programme in Hospitality & Hotel
Administration B.S.c. (HHA) in 78 top ranked NCHM affiliated Institutes of Hotel
Management (IHMs) in India - IHM Pusa, IHM Mumbai, IHM Kolkata, IHM
Chennai, IHM Chandigarh, IHM Bengluru, Bhopal, IHM Hyderabad, IHM Goa,
IHM Trivandrum & many more

IHMs RANKED THE BEST HOSPITALITY & HOTEL
MANAGEMENT SCHOOL IN INDIA & 14TH IN THEWORLD

(Source: CEOWORLDMAGAZINE)
For on-line submission of Application

log in to: www.nchmjee.nta.nic.in

NCHM- Joint Entrance Examination 2022- ON 18th June 2022 pan India basis

For more details and list of IHMs Vvisit the above mentioned ewbsite or
www.nchm.gov.in

For enquiry Call: 011-40759000 /69227700
(For enquiry to NCHM call Tol Free: 18001803151 (9.00 am to 5.30 p.m.)

RUSH

National Council For Hotel Management ANd Catering Technology,
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India
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Proceedings under Section 45 A of the ESI Act
PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas proceedings under sections 45 A of the ESI Act were initiated against the below mentioned
Factory(s)/Establishment(s) and whereas, the below mentioned Employer(s) neither appeared for personal
hearing on the appointed date nor submitted any representation. Now, by this Public Notice the employer is
being given Final opportunity of personal hearing before determining contribution under Section 45 A of ESI
Act,1948 (as ammended).

REGIONAL OFFICE
EMPLOYEES' STATE INSURANCE CORPORATION

(MINISTRY OF LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT, GOVEREMENT OF INDIA)
3rd and 4th Floor, Rajendra Bhawan,. Rajendra Place, New Delhi - 110008

Website : www.esic.nic.in e-mail: rd-deihi@esic.nic.in Phone No.. 011-25734381, 011-25745044

davp 23113/12/0001/2223 Competent Authority

S.N Code No. Details of Factory/Estt. Date of notice
(C-18)

Amount Date and time
of hearing

1 11001221640001001 M/s Megha Aviation Services Pvt. Ltd.,
11278/1, Laj Building Gali No.- 2,
Doriwalan, Karolbhagh, New Delhi-110005

27/12/2021 12/2016 TO 09/2017
Rs.102103/-

25/05/2022

2 11001244480000999 M/s Sea Sons Impex
Plot No. 4, Sainik Enclave Main Road,
Najafgarh

30/10/2018 10/2017 TO 06/2018
Rs. 60811/-

25/05/2012

3 11001245260001099 Ms Surindera Travels
11152/7, Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005

06/08/2021 2017 TO /2018
Rs 14898/-

25/05/2022

4 11001211630001002 M/s Nexgen Remedies Private Limited,
14, BMS House, Bharakhamba Road,
New Delhi -110001

02/01/2020 04/2017 TO 09/2019
Rs 21657/-

25/05/2012

5 11001185710001302 M/s Deep Model School,
RZ-260/286, Geetenjeli Park, West
Segarpur, Street No. 4, New Delhi-110046

19/09/2019 04/2014 TO 03/2018
Rs. 110084/-

25/05/2022

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, BHANJANAGAR-761126

Govt of Orissa “e” Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. S.E._RWS&S_03/2022-23

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

RWS&S Division, Bhanjanagar.
OIPR-25021/11/0001/2223

O-173

1. The Superintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Bhanjanagar, Ganjam
on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate/G2 bid in

Double Cover system according to the norm of “e” Procurement system
in online mode for different PWS Schemes in Ganjam District from the
eligible contractors as per DTCN.

2. Nature of Work : Construction, testing, Commissioning of
RCC ESR/OGR construction of Pump
House, Compound Wall, Valve
chamber, providing 100% FHTC, laying
of distribution of pipe line etc for PWS to
different village in the Ganjam District.

3. No. of Tender : 06 Nos.
4. Tender Paper Cost : Rs 10000/-
5. Tender Cost : 51.12 Lakhs to 334.37 Lakhs
6. Class of Contractor : B, A & Special Class

7. Date and Time of
Availability of bid
document in the portal

: Dt. 10.05.2022 at 11.00 AM to
26.05.2022 up to 5.00 PM

8. Date of Opening of Bid : Dt. 27.05.2022 at 11.00 AM
9. Period of completion : 150 (One hundred fifty) to 330 (Three

hundred thirty) days
10. The bidders have to participate in online bidding only. Further details

can be seen from the website https://tendersorissa.gov.in

New Delhi



PLAYINGTODAY
Indian Premier League
PBKS vs SRH, 3.30pm,
GT vs CSK, 7.30pm,
Live on Star Sports Network

Jaiswal grabs second chance

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,MAY7

UNTILTHEHulkakaMarcusStoinisdecided
to plunder ShivamMavi in the 19th over,
Lucknow’sinningswasinthreatof fallingfor
a partotalonasluggishpitch.Theywere142
for4inthe18thoverbutittookjustfiveballs
tochange it.Onapitch thatwasholdingup,
wherepreviousevidencefromAndreRussell,
whowasn’tgivenhisfullquotaof fourovers
despite a good spell, was clear that you can
mix up the pace but have to hit the pitch to
make the ball hold,Mavi strangely chose to
floathisballs fuller. Badmistake.
Stonis likes to shuffle to the off, and tee

off the on side and hewalloped three sixes
andthoughhegotout,JasonHoldersmashed
twomore as 30 runs came that over. They
would end upwith 176 and KKRwould fall
wayshort.
With Stoinis, it's the big shoulders, the

broad chest, the chiselled jawline that we
first see. Stoinis looks imposing just before
hegetsintostance.Butthenhealmostshriv-
els up as if he doesn’t want to show off his
physique. He sort of doubles up, curls up in
his stance and squeezes into as tiny a space
as his big bodywould allow. One can sense
whyhe does it; as everything that happens
after thebowler releases theball is a recoil-
ing reaction fromhim, a release of pent-up
energy. Stoinis springs out and explodes as
if that stance allows him to conserve all his
energywhichhethendissipatesinanexplo-
sive recoil.
WithMavi, he didn’t have to conjure up

hits; all hehad todowas towait forMavi to
float it full, andboydidhesmashthem.

Shreyas’s bouncerproblem
It’s known to everyone now how Iyer

gets into awkward positions against the
short pacy ones and to no one’s surprise
DushmanthaChameerahurleda snorter at
his face. Iyer swatted at it soweakly that it
just about popped up for a dolly of a catch
tosquare-legfielder.Thebroadcasterssoon
played a series of videos titled ‘Bouncers at
thebody’,where Iyerwas seengetting into
allsortsof tangles.Awkwardshuffles,nervy
sways, iffypositions; thebouncer isanage-
oldproblemforhim,andhascometohaunt
himrepeatedly inthisseasonaseveryteam
now goes short at him. He needs help and
needs to course-correct, else things canget
awayquickly fromhimat this stage.

Russell does aRussell
Afterkeepingoutatorridoverfromtheim-

pressive left-armseamerMohsinKhan,who
hadalreadybowledamaiden-wicketfirstover
whenheremovedBaba Indrajeeth in the last
ball, Russell broke free against JasonHolder.
Pulls,fierycuts,slogsflowedassuddenlyruns
burst through.Healso freedhis armsagainst

thegooglybowlerRaviBishnoi.Onair,Piyush
Chawla shared an interesting story that said
muchabouttheprowessofRussell.“Inthenets,
I never bowl straight at him,” Chawlawould
say as hewasworried about themurderous
swingthatcanlaunchtheballstraightbackat
him.“So,Iwouldeitherbowlitwelloutsideoff
orveryfulloutsidehisleg.”
Today, it seemed Lucknow’s bowlers

went with the same philosophy, offering
himwidthandlength,andhekeptcrashing
them. Until Avesh Khanmanaged to pro-
duce a decent bouncer that Russell top
edged to third man where Holder took a
good low lunging catch running forward.
Russell had taken the score from24 for5 to
85for6butwithhisexit, thewritingwason
thewall.

Briefscores:LucknowSuperGiants176for
7 (deKock50,Hooda41,Russell 2-22)beat
Kolkata Knight Riders 101 (Russell 45,
Avesh3-19,Holder3-31)by75runs

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MUMBAI,MAY7

PLAYING HIS first match after a month,
Yashasvi Jaiswal set up Rajasthan Royals’
chase of 190with 68 off 41 at the top of the
order. Devdutt Padikkal’s struggle kept
Punjab Kings in the hunt, but Shimron
Hetmyer’slateblowsbroughtinasix-wicket
winandtookRRto14points.

Jaiswal nails comeback
Jaiswal hadbeendropped after scores of

20,1and4,andhadspentmorethanamonth
on thebenchbeforehis comeback last after-
noon.Howmuchthisinningsmeantwasclear
fromhiscelebration forhis fifty -evenas the
RRdugout stoodup to applaud, Jaiswal held
hisbat inhis lefthandandslowlypumped it
with determination, and then proceeded to
doanelaborate,slow-motionfist-pumpwith
his right hand. All along, the celebration
seemed to be self-congratulatory; hewas
barely lookingathisdugout.
Forsomeonewhoisstillonly20andhas-

n’tquitecrackedtheT20gameyet-asastrike-
rateof127suggests-Jaiswalplayedaprettyin-
telligentknockandmaintainedasteepscoring
pace. Six of his 11 boundaries came against
the medium pace and wayward lines of
SandeepSharma,andthreeof theremaining
fivewere taken off the equally friendly pace
ofRishiDhawan.
Thelongerandshortersquareboundaries,

depending onwhich pitch on the square is
used, canmake amassive tactical difference
in T20, and that variation in sizes is particu-
larlyevidentatlargeroutfieldssuchasDYPatil
Stadium. But the difference atWankhede in
thesquareboundarieswouldhavebeenabout
20feetatmostonSaturday.Itisalreadyalight-
ningquickoutfield,andiftheballisstruckwell,
thelongersideremainsonlyrelativelyso.But
it seemingly continues to occupy plenty of
cells on analyst spreadsheets bydefault, and
consequently, inteamstrategies.
Still, Sandeepbeganwide outside off to-

wards the longersideand Jaiswalmadesure
he collected a feweasy fours. Sandeepover-
compensatedthen,andJaiswal flickedagor-
geouspick-upoffhispadsforsix.
Thereafter, Jaiswalwouldgostraightover

the bowler or through extra cover for the
boundaries;therewasasuperbinside-outloft
overextracoverfromthelineoflegstumpoff
Rahul Chahar that comfortably cleared the
longer boundary. He premeditated a few
sweepsthatdidn’treallycomeoff,butalsogot
acoupleof lapshotsaway.
It helped that Jos Buttler had taken apart

Kagiso Rabada in his 30 off 16, and givenRR
the buffer to absorb a prolonged crawl from
Devdutt Padikkal that kept PK in thematch
despiteJaiswal’sefforts.Padikkalmade31off
32atNo.4andmishitafulltosstoextracover
to finallyexit thestageat theendof the19th
over.
ShimronHetmyer had taken over from

Jaiswalafterthelatter’sfalltoArshdeepSingh
inthe15th,andensuredRRdidnotmessupa
matchtheyhadpracticallysealed,likeGujarat
TitanshadagainstMumbaiIndiansonFriday.
Mayank Agarwal had kept five overs of

ArshdeepSinghandRabadaforthedeath,but
whenArshdeep cameback, RR needed just
50fromsixovers.Jaiswalhaddonewelltoat-
tack themiddle overs fromRishi Dhawan,
Sandeep andChahar, none ofwhich carried
thesamethreatoraccuracy.

Bairstowclicks finally
Theball didn’t comeonaswell in the first

innings as it didduring the chase, but Jonny
BairstowsetPKon theirway toa substantial
score.IntohiseighthinningsinthisIPL,Bairstow
hadfaced90deliverieswithouthittingasingle
six,whenheswungTrentBoultoverthedeep-
square leg rope.With the ball holding a bit,
Bairstowwasbound togetunder-edgeswith
his all-hands style, butwhenhegot it off the
middle,itflew.EvenButtlerclearsthefrontleg
more forhis bat-swings thanBairstowdoes;
the lattermakes upwith incredible hand-
speed.LikewhenhehardlymovedtoaKuldeep
Senlengthdeliverybutopenedthefacelateand
forceditsohardintothegrounditbouncedover
pointandwentforfour.
YuzvendraChahal intervenedwith three

strikes, includingBairstow,whomhe forced
to hit straight to long-on with one of his
flighteddeliveriesslantedfullintothepads.It
seemedChahal’sstrikeswouldslowdownthe
PK innings, but Jitesh Sharma, sent ahead of
Livingstone,struck38from18tosetwhatap-
pearedtobeadauntingtargetof190.

Brief scores: Rajasthan Royals 190 for 4
(Jaiswal 68, Hetmyer 31*, Padikkal 31,
Arshdeep 2-29) beat Punjab Kings 189 for
5 (Bairstow56, Jitesh 38*, Chahal 3-28) by
sixwickets

RajasthanRoyals’batterYashasvi Jaiswalplayedsomeunorthodoxshotsenroutehis68off 41ballsagainstPunjabKings. Sportzpics for IPL

SYNOPSIS: Yashasvi Jaiswal provided
thebaseandShimronHetmyerthe finish
asRajasthanRoyalshunteddown190to
defeat PunjabKings by sixwickets

SYNOPSIS: Five balls changed Lucknow
Super Giants’s innings before their
bowlers ripped through the top-half of
Kolkata Knight Riders to canter to top of
thepoints table.

Chelsea tobesold
for$5.2billion
London: Chelsea Football Club has
confirmed that terms have been
agreedwith a consortium led by Los
Angeles Dodgers part-owner Todd
Boehly and backed by Clearlake
Capital over the acquisition of the
EnglishPremierLeaguesoccer team.
TheStamfordBridge-basedoutfitan-
nouncedthe4.25billionpound($5.2
billion)dealforthereigningEuropean
champions in a statement issued in
theearlyhoursofSaturday,subjectto
receiving therequiredapprovals.
"Chelsea Football Club can confirm
thattermshavebeenagreedforanew
ownershipgroup,ledbyToddBoehly,
Clearlake Capital, MarkWalter and
HansjoergWyss,toacquiretheclub,"
thestatement said. REUTERS

DiamondLeaguemeet
inChinacancelled
Beijing: ADiamond League athletics
meettobeheldthisyear inChinahas
beenmoved to Poland and another
cancelledduetoCOVID-19outbreaks
in the country, organisers said, after
the high-profile Asian Games in
Hangzhouwerepostponed.
ThemeetsinShanghaionJuly30and
ShenzhenonAug.6werechangedbe-
causeof "travelrestrictionsandstrict
quarantinerequirementscurrentlyin
placeforentryintoChina",theorgan-
isers said inastatementonFriday.
TheShenzheneventwillbemovedto
Chorzow, Poland, it said,while there
will be no replacement for the
Shanghai meeting. On Friday, the
World University Games, slated for
next month in the southwestern
Chinese city of Chengdu, were also
postponed, while the Asian Youth
Games in Shantou were cancelled,
withTashkenttohostthenextedition
in2025. REUTERS

Nievaquitsashigh
performancedirector
NewDelhi: SantiagoNievahasstepped
down fromhis role as Indian boxing

team’s High
Performance
Director.
Nieva, who
tookchargeof
the national
team in 2017,
played a vital
role in taking
Indian boxing

togreaterheights. “Indianboxinghas
benefited immenselywith Santiago’s
presence.Hehasplayedaninstrumen-
talroleincraftingthegrowthofIndian
boxing in the last five years andwe
thankhim for all the efforts andhard
work. Onbehalf of the Indian federa-
tion,Ipersonallywishhimthebestfor
all the future endeavours,” said BFI
presidentAjaySingh.Nieva’sfive-year
stintwiththeIndiannationalteamin-
cludes some of the exceptional
achievements such as highest-ever
participation at the TokyoOlympics
and historic twomedals in the 2019
Men’sWorldChampionships.
Hewill nowbe thehead coachof the
Australian national boxing team.
“Goodbyeisalwaysdifficultbutthat’s
howlifeworks.Ihavehadanamazing
fiveyearsworkingalongwiththeBoxi

ENS
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Lucknow take Giant stride, top table

Benchedfornearlyamonth,RR'syoungbattingstarhits formwith68off 41 inhigh-scoringchaseagainstPunjabKings
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SPORT

MarcusStoinishitaquick-fire28off
14balls that included3sixesandafour.

IPL TABLE

TEAM M W L PT NRR
LSG 11 8 3 16 0.703

GT 11 8 3 16 0.120

RR 11 7 4 14 0.326

RCB 11 6 5 12 -0.444

DC 10 5 5 10 0.641

SRH 10 5 5 10 0.325

PBKS 11 5 6 10 -0.231

KKR 11 4 7 8 -0.304

CSK 10 3 7 6 -0.431

MI 10 2 8 4 -0.725

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MADRID,MAY7

RAFAELNADAloneday.NovakDjokovic the
other. The list of victimsof Spanish teenager
CarlosAlcarazkeepsgrowing.
Andsodoesthehypeovertennis'newest

sensation.AfterdefeatinghisidolNadalinthe
quarterfinals on Friday, the 19-year-old
Alcarazralliedtobeattop-rankedDjokovic6-
7(5),7-5,7-6(5)aftermorethan31/2hours
onSaturdaytoreachtheMadridOpenfinal.
Alcarazconvertedonhisthirdmatchpoint

toclinchthevictoryinfrontofaraucoushome
crowdontheCajaMagicacentercourt.Awin
onSundaywillgiveAlcarazhisfourthtitlethis
season,themostofanyplayer.Hewillfacede-
fending champion Alexander Zverev or
StefanosTsitsipas,whomet in the late semi-
finalonSaturday.
Alcaraz, theyoungestplayer in thetop10

since Nadal in 2005, has won this year in
Miami,RiodeJaneiroandBarcelona.
HebeatNadal for the first timeonFriday,

andtriumphedagainstDjokovic in their first
match. Djokovic remainswithout a title this
seasonashecontinuestotrytoregainhisbest
formgoingintohistitledefenseattheFrench
Openinninedays.
RafaelNadalwasn't losinganysleepafter

his loss to CarlosAlcaraz in the quarterfinals

attheMadridOpen.
Hisfocushasn'tchanged.It'sstillallabout

getting ready for the French Open in a few
weeks.“I accept this loss naturally andwith
tranquility,"NadalsaidafterFriday'sthree-set
defeat.
“I'm know the path I have to stay on so I

canarrive (inParis)withrealoptions in two-
and-a-halfweeks'time.That'swhatI'mwork-
ingonrightnow.”NadalcametoMadridwith-

outbeingabletoprepareproperlybecauseof
a six-week injury layoff. He said ideally he
should have skipped the tournament but in
theendwashappywithhowitturnedout. “I
havedonewhat I could,”hesaid. “I havehad
betterdays,worsedays.But ithasnotbeena
disasterinanycase.Ihavecompetedwiththe
correctattitude. Ihaveplayedtwo, two-and-
a-half hours, nearly three, I think three
matches, this is apositiveoutcome.”The35-

year-old Nadal was trying towin his sixth
MadridOpentitle.Heopenedwithastraight-
setwinoverMiomirKecmanovicthenneeded
to save fourmatch points to get past David
Goffin in three sets in his secondmatch. He
wasoverpowered in thequarterfinalsby the
19-year-oldAlcaraz, one of the hottest play-
ersontourthisyearandconsideredbymany
inSpainasNadal'ssuccessor.
“Iwasout therewith thecorrect attitude

and analyzing every singlemorningwhat I
hadtodotogenerateoptionsformyselfandto
improve,”Nadalsaid.
“It's clear tomewhat I need to improve.

Nowis themoment toworkandtobeconfi-
dentthatthingswillevolveintherightway.”
The 21-timeGrand Slam champion said he
has fully healed from the rib stress fracture
thatkepthimfromplaying inMiami,Monte
Carlo and Barcelona. The fourth-ranked
Spaniardwas off to a great this season start
before getting injured, havingwon three ti-
tles,includingtheAustralianOpeninJanuary.

REUTERS
MIAMI,MAY7

SEVEN-TIMES world champion Lewis
Hamilton will race in Sunday's inaugural
MiamiGrandPrixafterFormulaOneswerved
a showdownwith theMercedesdriverover
theirbanonpiercingsandjewellery.
Race director NielsWittich had issued a

remindertoallteamsandofficialsthatwear-
ingbodypiercingsandmetalneckchainswas
prohibitedduringcompetitionforsafetyrea-
sonsandcouldbechecked.
Hamilton, the sport's most successful

driverandbiggestnameinAmerica,hassaid
hecannot removesomeofhispiercingsand
hadsuggestedonFriday thathecould facea
banfromracing."Iftheystopme(racing)then
so be it.We've got a spare driver," he said.
"There'slotstodointhecityanywaysoI'llbe
goodeitherway."
ButHamilton'steamdidproducethedoc-

umentation to the FIA saying theywere in
compliancewith the rule and a source told
Reuters that the driverwould notwear any
jewelleryandhadbeengivenatwo-raceex-
emptionforhisbodypiercing.
The Britonmust have the piercing re-

movedbeforetheMonacoGrandPrixonMay

29, thesourceadded.
Hamiltonhadgivennoindicationthathe

was inthemoodforacompromisewhenhe
attendedthepre-racepressconferencewear-
ingringsoneveryfinger,threelargewatches
(settodifferenttimezones),abangle,strings
of thicknecklacesandstuds inbothears.
Afurthernosepiercingwashiddenbyhis

facemask."Icouldn'tgetanymorejewellery
on today," he said, adding that he felt the
clampdownwasalmostabackwardstepata
time when the sport and governing FIA
should be focused on its latest big break-
throughinAmerica.
"This is such a small thing," he said. "It

seems unnecessary for us to get into this
spat."Askedwhatthesolutionmightbetoan
apparentimpasse,Hamiltonindicatedthere
wasonlysomuchhecoulddo.
"I can't remove at least two of them," he

said. "OneIcan't reallyexplainwhere it is.
"Butwhat I can say is it's platinum that I

have, so it's non-magnetic, it's never been a
safetyissueinthepast. I'vehadin16yearsso
manyMRI scansandnothad to takeout the
platinum."Wittichhadexplainedinhisnote
thatthewearingofjewelleryunderneaththe
mandatoryflameproofclothingcouldreduce
heattransmissionprotectionandincreasethe
riskofburninjuries.

Teen star Alcaraz continues legend-killing spree Hamilton gets two-race
exemption from jewellery rule

End of the road for MI

On Saturday, Mumbai Indians be-
came the first team in this year’s IPL
to be knocked out of the playoffs
race, after Rajasthan Royals beat
Punjab Kings by six wickets. MI are
at the foot of the tablewith just two
wins from 10 games and themaxi-
mum they can get to is 12 points.
They can’t match or go past Gujarat
Titans, Lucknow Super Giants and
Royals – the teams that are holding
the top three positions in the table.
Royal Challengers Bangalore are al-
readyon12pointswiththreegames
togoandtheirnetrun-rate, -0.444, is
far superior to MI’s -0.725. Delhi
Capitals, at fifth and four games re-
maining,havea+0.641net run-rate.

CarlosAlcaraz beat top-rankedNovakDjokovic6-7(5),7-5,7-6 (5) inagruelling
31/2hourcontest onSaturdaytoreachtheMadridOpenfinal. Reuters

I don't think so (no limit towhat he
canachieve). I have the resources
formygoal to be thebest in the
world.”

CARLOSALCARAZ
AFTERBEATINGNADALANDDJOKOVIC

New Delhi
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MEE MEE PREMIUM STYLISH PORTABLE
BABY STROLLER PRAM

Mee Mee Baby Pram lets your baby sit
comfortably and feel safe to experience
new sounds, movements, colours and
shapes. Made to adhere to the highest
safety standards, it keeps your baby com-
fortable and safe through all your travels
and makes it easy for you to pull the pram
along when your baby wants to watch the
world from your arms. Key Features ■ 3
Reclining Position - It has 3 different seat
positions sleeping, reclining and seating -

for your growing baby's needs ■ Shock
Absorber - Front wheels equipped with
advanced shock absorbers technology to
help you manoeuvre on all terrains com-
fortably ■ Reversible Handle - Re-
versible soft foam handle for front and
rear facing for the times when your baby
needs your presence ■ Compact Folding
- Quick one-hand fold, easy and compact
for carrying, travel or storing ■ Swivel
Wheels - 360° Rotational front wheels
and rear wheels with brakes.■ Age - 0 - 3
years * Flight Cabin Luggage Friendly.

The Joy Of Parenting

ADVERTORIAL

Conceived in the year 1994, established by first generation entrepreneur
Mr. Naresh Khatar M.D and Founder, Me n Moms and Mee Mee aims to make
parenting a more joyful journey for all the mothers out there. The understanding

towards the need of modern Indian mother while keeping in mind the child’s comfort
and over all development has been a catalyst of this brand’s success.

BREAST PUMP
Breast milk is the per-

fect food containing vital
proteins and energy that
provide complete nour-
ishment to every baby.
Sometimes because of
problems like flat or in-
verted nipples, swollen
breast, improper sucking or work commitments,
the baby cannot be breastfed.A premium quality
product designed with utmost sensitivity, Mee
Mee's breast pump feeding system is a conve-
nient option to breastfeed the clild on time.
Mothers need to simply express milk using the
pump and store it in the feeding bottle so the
baby can be fed anytime,anywhere and grows up
to be healthy and happy.

Features : 3 modes like Massage, Suction &
Let-Down, easy to clean and BPA Free.

MEE MEE WASHABLE MATERNITY
NURSING BREAST PADS

Mee Mee Washable
Cotton Maternity Nurs-
ing Pads are a comfy &
economical option to
help mothers stay fresh
all day. The super ab-
sorbent padding draws
moisture away from the skin, prevents leak-
age and also helps in preventing milk stains
on the clothes. Made from Bamboo Rayon
Fabric. These reusable pads are specially de-
signed for multiple use.

With scores of 6, 201*, 109, 12, 203and125*whileplaying for Sussex, Pujarahas
underlinedhis status as themost-prolific active first-class cricketer.Withno
like-for-like replacements, thedecision tokeep India'sNo.3outwouldbe tough.

Why Pujara’s runs carry weight

SPORTLINE

SANDEEPDWIVEDI
NEWDELHI,MAY7

INCONTRASTtothedinanddaz-
zle of IPL, Cheteshwar Pujara,
thesedays, is in Sussexwearing
whites,entertainingtheEnglish
countyfaithful,parkedongrassy
banks on their garden chairs
with theirpets for company.
Inthoseidyllicsurroundings,

hehasscoredacoupleofdouble
tons and two hundreds in his
first fourgames.OnDay3of his
fourthoutingagainstMiddlesex,
he was 125 from 149 balls.
Besideshisruns,Pujara'sstinton
the county circuit has also got
headlines because of his team
mateandrivalfromPakistan.His
100 runs partnership with
Mohammad Rizwan against
Durhaminthelastgameandhis
sixduringShaheenAfridi's inci-
sive first spell on Saturday be-
camesocialmedia fodder.
Notwithstanding that auda-

cious upper-cut six and strike
rate of 83, Pujara continued to
underline his association with
the timeless art of batting that
keeps getting eviction notices
from cricket venues across the
world. His latest run-spree
bumped his first-class double
hundredcountto15,givinghim
entryintotheTop10ofalistthat
hasBradmanat the top.
Pujara'sconsistencyinreach-

ing 200-plus scores is only sec-
ond to Bradman's. His double
hundreds, at an average, show
up after 25 first-class innings.
Cricket's undisputed GOAT, The
Don,neededaround9 innings.
Among theactive cricketers,

Pujara is head and shoulders
above his contemporaries. On
themostfirst-class200list,Virat
is second with 7, with Rohit
Sharma (5) and Kane
Williamson(5)furtherdownthe
order.
However, the most storied

shake-upofthisdoublehundred

list is Pujara's leap over Kumar
Shri Ranjitsinhji, Ranji to the
world.It'sacharmingtalefeatur-
ingthepioneerwhogaveIndian
battingatemplateandthelastof
thekindholdingontothosecen-
tury-oldbattingprinciples.
India's cricketing royalty

have been a big drawat Sussex.
Ranji was followed by Tiger
Pataudi, both larger than life
cricketers placing India on
cricket'sworldmap.
Continuingthe India-Sussex

tradition, Pujara is getting his
nameonEnglishhonourboards

and also triggering Ranji refer-
ences.
Their proximity on the list -

Rajkot-born Pujara 9th,
Maharaja Jam Saheb of
Nawanagar 10th -mirrors their
geographical closeness. Born
more than a century apart, the
two, one royalty and the other
workingclass,hadcricketthrust
uponthem.
Like all princes in thedays of

Raj, Ranjiwent to the school es-
tablished for the young royals -
Rajkot'sRajkumarCollege.Itwas
aninstitutethatimpartedEnglish

education and cricket lessons.
British coacheswere shipped in
to teach the heirs of princely
statesthenuanceofthegame,the
right conduct on the field and
dressingroomdecorum.
In India for a long haul, the

colonistswereusingthegameto
replace the native culturewith
the Britishway of life. Their lia-
soningwith the localswouldbe
smooth and profitable if they
spoke a common language and
similarsensibilities.Cricketwas
a toolof assimilation.
Ranji, at least on the pitch,

proved to be a rebel. Like the
Englishmen, he didn't offer a
straight bat to the ball aimed at
him.AsNevilleCarduswrote,as
onlyhecan: "Thehonest length
ball was notmet by the honest
straightbat,buttherewasaflick
of thewrist, and lo! the straight
ballwascharmedawaytotheleg
boundary. And nobody quite
saw or understood how it all
happened."
Early inhis lifePujaratoogot

acricketbatinhishand,andthat
would be his guiding light and
walkingstick for life.
Unlike Ranji, the son of a

RailwayemployeePujarawasn't
privileged.
Despite being born in the

same city where Ranji got his
schooling, Pujara couldn't even
dreamofgoingtotheRajKumar
college.
None of Pujara's schools -

SadguruBalMandir,LalBahadur
Shastri Primary School, Virani
High School, Ramesh Bhai

Chhaya Boys School - could
come close to Raj Kumar
College'sgrandeur.Onlyonehad
arudimentaryplayfield.Theone
wherePujaraspenthisfinalaca-
demic years, was bang in the
middleof abusymarket,not far
from the Fire Brigade building
andonestinkynaala.
As if therewas something in

theairthatremainedsuspended
since thedaysof theRaj, Pujara,
likeRanji,woulddevelop a trait
towork the straight ball on the
pads to the legside.
DespitehisIPLmisadventure,

Pujara's batting remained pris-
tine. His 15 double hundreds
point to an important aspect of
hisbatting.He isnoSehwag.He
can't race to a 200 in no time.
Pujaraneedstopacehisinnings,
see through deadly spells and
break the resolveof theopposi-
tion team.
Heknowstheartof survival,

hecanbidehistime,bethepred-
atorwithanunblinkingfocuson
hisprey'sonemomentofweak-
ness or tiredness. Only those
who can treat dropped catches,
play-and-miss blips as minor
mishapsandmoveon,canclimb
toMt200,15 times.And the life
lessons learnt during those
walkathons that programme a
batsmantogoonarun-bingeaf-
tergettingdroppedfromthena-
tional team.
Sowhen the selectors sit to

weigh Pujara's county runs, it
wouldn't be a decision about a
seasoned cricketer in the final
hour of his career. Itwould be a
callonatime-testedbattingap-
proach that has survived since
the Ranji days. As the 200 run-
getters list shows, Pujara is the
last of abreed.
Therewouldn'tbealike-for-

like replacement for him. By
turning thePujarapage, the se-
lectors will end a chapter and
closea cricketbook forever.
They need to be careful and

very sure.

CheteshwarPujara,a long-timeIndiaNo.3, isadyingbreed
ofbatsmenwhoknowtheartofbidingtimeat thecrease.

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BRIGHTON,MAY7

MANCHESTER UNITED must
want this season toendnow.
Make that five straight away

losses for United in the English
Premier Leagueafter a chasten-
ing4-0thrashingbyBrightonon
Saturday. With just one game
left this season — at Crystal
Palace in twoweeks — United
has little to play for in a fifth
straightseasonwithoutatrophy.
If Erik ten Hag needed a re-

minderof themessheisinherit-
ingwhenthecurrentAjaxcoach
takes over atOld Trafford in the
offseason,itwasthisembarrass-
ing performance at Amex
Stadium. Moises Caicedo and

MarcCucurellascoredtheirfirst
goals in English soccer —
Cucurella was reduced to tears
afterslamminghomehisshotin
the 49th — before strikes by
Pascal Gross and Leandro
Trossardby thehourmark.
In United’s previous four

awaygamesintheleague, it lost
at Arsenal 3-1, at Liverpool 4-0,
at Everton 1-0 and at
ManchesterCity4-1.Unitedisin
sixth place, five points behind
fourth-placedArsenal, andcan-
not finish in the Champions
Leaguequalificationspots.

Burnley in trouble
Burnley’s relegation woes

deepened after losing to Aston
Villa 3-1 for the team’s first de-
featunderinterimmanagerMike

Jackson. Steven Gerrard’s Villa
didbothEvertonandLeedsabig
favor by ripping Burnley apart.
Emi Buendiamade themost of
only his second start since
Februarywith a goal and an as-
sist.DannyIngsscoredagainsthis
oldteamfora fourthgoal in four
matches against Burnley, and
OllieWatkins applied the killer
blow.SubstituteMaxwelCornet
thumpedhomeastoppage-time
consolationgoal forBurnleybut
the damagewas already done,
perhaps doubly sowith key de-
fenderJamesTarkowskihobbling
off in thesecondhalf.
DefeatmeansBurnleycould

end the weekend back in the
bottom three if Leeds and
Everton pick up points from
tough fixturesaway.

Man United humbled by Brighton

However, themost
storiedshake-upof this
doublehundredlist is
Pujara's leapover
KumarShri
Ranjitsinhji,Ranji to
theworld.
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