Punjabi singer Moosewala shot dead

Opposition parties slam AAP govt. for breakdown of law and order in State

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Punjabi singer Shubhdeep
Singh Sidhu, known as Sidhu
Moosewala, was shot dead
on Sunday at Jahawarke vil-
lage in Mansa district of Pun-
jab, a day after the State pol-
ice withdrew his security
cover and that of many oth-
ers. The police said the inci-
dent looked to be the result
of an inter-gang rivalry.

The Opposition parties
launched a major offensive
against the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government, alleging
a breakdown of law and or-
der in the State.

Director-General of Police
V.K. Bhawra said the murder
looked to be the result of an
inter-gang rivalry. “The inci-
dent occurred around 5.30
p.m. on Sunday. Mr. Moose-
wala was driving his vehicle
and two private persons
were accompanying him.
Two vehicles from the front
and one at the back blocked
his vehicle before the firing
started, in which he sus-
tained bullet injuries. He was
declared brought dead at a
local hospital. We have reco-
vered around 30 empty cas-
es, which show at least three
different weapons were used
to fire,” Mr. Bhawra said.

SIT to probe

“The Lawrence Bishnoi gang
has claimed responsibility
for the killing through a Ca-
nada-based operative. The
investigation is under way.
Mr. Moosewala had four
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commandos of the Punjab
police for security, but in the
wake of ghallughara and Op-
eration Bluestar anniversary
as every year, the security
was thinned. Currently, he
had two commandos. Ho-
wever, today [on Sunday] be-
fore leaving his house, Mr.
Moosewala asked the two
commandos to stay at home.
Also, the singer has a private
bulletproof car, but he did
not take it. We are setting up
a special investigation team
[SIT] to probe the case,” the
DGP said.

The Punjab police had
withdrawn or reduced se-
curity cover of 424 people,
including current and form-
er legislators, heads of reli-
gious sects, and police offic-
ers, inviting sharp criticism

from the Opposition parties.

Controversial figure

Mr. Moosewala, who had
been surrounded in contro-
versies for allegedly promot-
ing ‘gun culture’ and vio-
lence in his songs, contested
the 2022 Assembly election
as the Congress candidate
from Mansa. He had been
booked in multiple cases by
the Punjab police for glorify-
ing gun culture under diffe-
rent Sections of the Indian
Penal Code and the Arms
Act.

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann said, “I am shocked
and deeply saddened by the
gruesome murder of Mr.
Moosewala. Nobody in-
volved will be spared. My
thoughts and prayers are

with his family and his fans
across the world. I appeal
everyone to stay calm.”

AAP supremo and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal said the murder of Mr.
Moosewala was very sad and
shocking, and said he had
spoken to Mr. Mann on the
incident.

Mr. Kejriwal said the cul-
prits would be given the har-
shest punishment.

Shocked, says Rahul
Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi said, “Deeply shocked and
saddened by the murder of
promising Congress leader
and talented artist Moosewa-
la. My heartfelt condolences
to his loved ones and fans
from across the world.”

Shiromani Akali Dal presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal
said, “This is an extremely
critical hour, requiring all of
us to exercise restraint and
statesmanship. On his part,
the Chief Minister must re-
flect deeply why Punjab un-
der him has drifted into
anarchy with total break-
down of law and order. The
CM also must honestly think
if the cheaply populist deci-
sion to withdraw Mr. Moose-
wala’s security is directly
responsible for the tragedy.”

“After all, he faced tangi-
ble threat to life. This is no
time for political point scor-
ing but someone must take
responsibility for the situa-
tion,” he added.
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