India to be the leader

of green hydrogen: Puri
Delegation led by Piyush Goyal at Davos
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India will emerge as the
leader of green hydrogen,
Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh
Puri said on Monday. Mr.
Puri made the remarks
while attending the World
Economic Forum at Davos,
Switzerland, where he is
part of the Indian delega-
tion led by Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal.

“India is moving faster
than any other country to-
wards a green transition. We
are taking advantage of the
current energy crisis to ac-
celerate this transition,” Mr.
Puri said at a breakfast inte-
raction with members of the
Indian diaspora. He said the
current government had
moved fast on vaccine pro-
duction, adding, “Whatever
vaccine manufacturing ca-
pacity India had earlier al-
most got dismantled during
2004-2014 [UPA govern-
ment].”

The Davos event is taking
place in the backdrop of the
Russia-Ukraine crisis, which
marks return of war to Eu-
rope after several decades.

The Minister’s comments
reflect the commitments
that India has been making
on the sustainable energy
front as Western economies
are keen to reduce depen-
dence on Russian energy
supply: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has been high-
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lighting India’s green hydro-
gen potential.

This year marks the 25th
anniversary since India be-
gan to appear at the World
Economic Forum at Davos.
To mark the special mo-
ment, the India Lounge at
Davos has six sessions co-
vering, digital economy,
energy transformation and
building unicorns. One of
the sessions will include the
opportunity for infrastruc-
ture asset monetisation
pegged at $80 billion.

Apart from Mr. Puri, Mr.
Goyal and Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, the
delegation includes Chief
Ministers and senior Minis-
ters of Madhya Pradesh, Ta-
mil Nadu, Telangana, And-
hra Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Karnataka.

Mr. Goyal met Alexander
R. Wynaendts, chairman-
elect, Deutsche Bank. “Dis-
cussed how the financial in-
stitution can further com-
plement the government’s
sustainable growth agenda,"
Mr. Goyal said.
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