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VIDEOGRAPHY SURVEY COMPLETED, REPORT IN COURT TODAY

Varanasi court orders sealing of Gyanvapi

mosque spot after Shivling discovery claim

SC’s Ayodhya verdict faces Kashi
test: Mosque plea hearing today

Survey violates Places of Worship Act, says petition

Masjid panel says
objectis part of
fountain, will
challenge sealing
order in top court

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, MAY 16

RETURNING THE spotlight to the
Kashi Vishwanath temple-
Gyanvapi mosque controversy, a
Varanasi court Monday directed
the district administration to seal
the spot in the mosque complex
where a Shivling was claimed to
have been found during a court-
mandated videography survey

Security personnel at the site in Varanasi Monday. Anand Singh

that just concluded.
The Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee said it would

challenge the order in the
Supreme Court where it had
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

THE SUPREME Court is likely to
hear Tuesday a plea by the
Committee of Management of
Anjuman Intezamia Masjid,
Varanasi, challenging the
videography survey ordered by
alocal court of the Maa Shringar
Gauri Sthal in the Kashi
Vishwanath temple-Gyanvapi
mosque complex. The Muslim
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OF SHAHI IDGAH
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body contends that it is contrary
to provisions of the Places of
Worship Act (Special Provisions)
Act 1991.

The Act states that the nature

of all places of worship, except
Ram  Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid in Ayodhya, shall be
maintained as it was on August
15,1947 and that no suit shall lie
in any court with respect to the
conversion of the religious char-
acter of a place of worship, as ex-
isting on that date.
Incidentally, the Act itself
is under challenge before the
top court with atleast two pend-
ing petitions questioning its
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

BUDDHIST CULTURE CENTRE TO COME UP

India-Nepal ties are as

stable as the Himalayas,
says Modi in Lumbini

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
LUMBINI, MAY 16

MARKING HIS first official visit
to the birthplace of the Buddha,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday marked Buddha
Purnima by laying the founda-
tion stone of a centre for
Buddhist culture and heritage in
Nepal's Lumbini — the first such
facility to be set up by India there.

Modi later said the two coun-
tries of “Buddha’s birth and en-
lightenment together have an
obligation to work for the entire
humanity” — and said that rela-

Probe into
J&K bus fire
looks at use of
‘sticky bomb’

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

THE INVESTIGATION into the fire
in a passenger bus near Katra
town, in Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K), on May 13 that claimed
four lives and left over 20 injured
is veering towards a terror probe,
sources said.

According to sources, cir-
cumstantial evidence suggests
that the fire was an act of sabo-
tage and the use ofanI[ED to trig-
geran explosioninthe bus’s fuel
tank cannot be ruled out.
Investigating officials suspect
that a “sticky bomb”, which can
be stuck to a vehicle using mag-
nets, was used.

The bus, mostly carrying pil-
grims, had just left for Jammu
when it caught fire near Khanak,
about 1.5 km from Katra town.
Katra is the base camp for pil-
grims going to the Vaishno Devi
shrine.

According to preliminary in-
vestigations, the fire started in
the engine of the bus, and soon
engulfed the vehicle. The initial
police probe termed it as a case
of the engine catching fire due to
a technical fault. However,

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

tions between India and Nepal
are “as ancient as the ocean and
as stable as the Himalayas”.
“The growing and strength-
ening friendship between India
and Nepal will work for the ben-
efit of the entire humanity amid
the kind of global situation that
is emerging today. The devotion
to Lord Buddha binds us to-
gether, and makes us members
of one family,” Modi said, refer-
ring to Nepal and India as “the
countries of Buddha'’s birth and
enlightenment”.
“The energy of the place,
where Lord Buddha was born,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Prime Minister Modi with Nepal counterpart Sher Bahadur Deuba at the Lumbini site that marks Buddha’s birthplace. P11

NCLT ruling in way, so India looks at reopening mission

Govt takes another look
at sale of Pawan Hans

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

THE CENTRE is taking a relook
at the Pawan Hans disinvest-
ment process on account that
Almas Global Opportunity Fund,
one of the three entities part of
the winning consortium, has a
court order passed against it by
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), government
sources told The Indian Express.
The government is studying
whether the NCLT verdict
amounts to an “adverse order”

— something that may lead to
disqualification of the bid, as per
guidelines on strategic disin-
vestment.

The consortium entity that
placed and won the bid for the
state-owned helicopter service
provider is Star9 Mobility Pvt Ltd.
Cayman Islands-based Almas
Global Opportunity Fund, which
is managed by Dubai-based
Almas Capital owns 49% of Star9
Mobility, with the remaining
held by Mumbai-based Big
Charter Pvt Ltd and Delhi-based
Maharaja Aviation.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

in Kabul minus senior diplomats

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

INDIAIS exploring the possibility
of reopening its embassy in
Afghanistan soon, but without
top level diplomatic representa-
tion, according to sources.

The Indian Express has learnt
that a team of security officials
flew to Kabul in February to as-
sess the ground situation.

The plan for reopening does
notinclude sending diplomats at
senior levels — the embassy will
likely function only with person-
nel for liaison purposes that may
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WHILE IT has not granted

recognition to the Taliban
regime, Delhi has been
calling for an inclusive
government in
Afghanistan, one that en-
sures that Afghan soil is
not used for any terror ac-
tivity. India has much at
stake in Afghanistan, hav-
ing participated in a range
of development projects.

More men eating non-veg than before: NFHS data

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

AMID THE veg/non-veg debate
that periodically convulses the
country is a reality check: more
people are eating non-vegetar-
ian food than ever before, and
the proportion of Indian men
who do so has gone up sharply
in the six years between be-
tween 2015-16 and 2019-21,
shows an analysis by The Indian
Express of the National Family

19-49 YRS: WHO IS EATING NON-VEG, HOW MUCH

Year  Daily Weekly Occasionally Never

01516 61 366 = 273 299

019-21 59 & 393 254 294

Men 015-16 57 @ 432 295 216

1201921 8 | 493 261 166

(figuresin%) Source: NFHS-4 and NFHS-5
Health Survey (NFHS) data. ducted in2019-21, show that the

Data from the recently re-
leased NFHS-5, which was con-

proportion of men aged 15-49
years who have never consumed

non-vegetarian food — listed as
‘fish, chicken or meat’ in the sur-
vey — stood at 16.6 per cent in
2019-21. That's a 5-percentage-
point drop from the 21.6 per cent
reported in the previous round
of the survey, NFHS-4, con-
ducted in 2015-16. There is,
however, a gender skew here:
the proportion of women in the
same age group (15-49) who
have never consumed ‘fish,
chicken or meat’ stood at 29.4
per cent in 2019-21, only a

CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

extend to consular services, the
sources said. It would not mean
a recognition of the Taliban
regime.

India shut down its embassy
in Kabul on August 17, two days
after the Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan. Since then, Delhi
has debated whether that was
the right decision. Some sections
of the security establishment
and Ministry of External Affairs
have maintained that continu-
ing there would have put the
lives of Indian personnel at risk,
pointing to the 1998 incident in
whichIranian diplomats atIran’s
Mazar-i-Sharif consulate were

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

THE WORLD

A

SRILANKADOWN TO
LAST DAY OF PETROL,
SAYSITS PM

PUTIN APPEARS TO
BACK OFF THREATS
AS SWEDEN DECIDES
TOJOIN NATO P12

THOMASKA CUP!
;

GOODIEQ BHI, BADDY BHI

daCunha/AB/808

DOMESTIC PRICES DROP SHARPLY

Export ban shakes
world markets,
~ wheat prices up 6%

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

INDIA’S BAN on wheat exports
Saturday fuelled international
prices by almost 6 per cent a
bushel (60 pounds or one million
kernels or 27.21 kg) when global
markets opened Monday.
Locally, prices dropped sharply
by 4-8 per cent in different states
— Rs 200-250 a quintal in
Rajasthan, Rs 100-150 a quintal
in Punjab, and about Rs 100 a
quintal in Uttar Pradesh.

With the February 24 inva-
sion of Ukraine by Russia and the
supply disruption that followed,
global wheat prices jumped over
60 per cent in 2022; just Russia
and Ukraine together account for
almost a third of world wheat
exports.

The unexpected ban by India,
which accounts for about 5 per
cent of world wheat exports,
stoked prices further. In Chicago,
futures rose 5.9 per cent to
$12.47 a bushel on Monday, the
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INDIA’S WHEAT EXPORTS

Wheat Export
(lakh tonnes)

2020-21 | 2155
2021-22 [ 7215

Source: Government of India

Year

highest in two months. The clos-
ing price in the previous trading
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Trucks loaded with wheat at Kandla port. Express

Chaos in Kandla after
ban: 4,000 wheat trucks
in queue, 4 ships half-full

GOPAL KATESHIYA
&AVINASHNAIR
RAJKOT, AHMEDABAD, MAY 16

OUTSIDE, THERE are over 4,000
wheat-laden trucks stuck in a
queue to nowhere. Inside, there
are four ships, half loaded with
wheat and no order to sail.

The snap announcement of
the ban on wheat exports has led
to chaos at the Deendayal portin
Gujarat's Kutch district, with ex-
porters and traders unsure of the
fate of their cargo.

According to officials, close
to 4 lakh metric tonnes (MT) of
wheat stranded outside the port

belong to merchants from
Madhya Pradesh alone — some
still in trucks, some in godowns
already overflowing with
wheat. Among the held-up
cargo is 60,000 MT of wheat to
Egypt — the first ever consign-
ment that was to leave the port
after the Ukraine-Russia conflict
began.

Last Friday, a day before the
ban was announced, the port
was humming with loading ac-
tivity.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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ADITIRAJA
VADODARA, MAY 16

FIRST CAME the metal balls, five
of them, one after the other.
Then came bits and pieces of
metal, one that looked like a
“ruler”.

Across a clutch of villages in
central Gujarat, the sky is falling
— literally.

It started with three metal
balls that fell on Bhalej,
Khambholaj and Rampura vil-
lages on Thursday evening. They
were followed by fragments of
metal, one of which apparently

fell on a sheep penin a farm,
killing a lamb.

No one’s yet got a grip on
what's been happening. Gujarat
officials said an ISRO team has
collected samples but the pre-
mier space organisation de-
clined comment.

The only possible clue so far
has come from an astronomer at
the Harvard Smithsonian Center
for Astrophysics who tweeted
this could possibly be debris
from the “re-entry of the third
stage” of a Chinese launch rocket.

It was around 4.45 pm on
May 12 that the first chunk — a
large, black ball weighing around

5kg — fell in Bhalej followed by
two more in Khambholaj and
Rampura — all located within 15
km from each other in Anand
district.

Even as the local police were
called in, a similar ball fell in
Chaklasi village in neighbouring
Kheda district, followed by an-
other in Vadodara’s Savli taluka
on May 13. A day later, villagers
from Kasor in Sojitra taluka of
Anand reported that a fragment
“resembling a ruler” fell on a
farm, killing a lamb. And on
Monday, the police received a
similar call from Khodiyarpura
in the same taluka.

‘Metal balls’ fell on Bhalej, Khambholaj and Rampura

villages on Thursday evening

According to police, the ob-
jects fell mostly in empty areas
—some on heaps of mud. And in
all cases, they have begun
probes, roping in forensic ex-
perts.

On May 12, astronomer
Jonathan McDowell tweeted
that the debris could possibly be
the “re-entry of the third stage
from the Chang Zheng 3B serial
Y86 launch rocket”. The rocket
had lifted off on September 9,
2021, carrying a 5,500-kg com-
munication satellite to geosta-
tionary transit orbit.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, McDowell said he was

New Delhi

Skyfall in Gujarat, expert Says hkely debrls of a Chinese

identifying the debris based on
tracking data, which showed
that this object was “the only
reentry that day (May 12) that
went anywhere near India”.

He said “the predicted path
was a few 100 km north of the
villages in question, but that’s
within the uncertainties for this
particular object since its orbit
was more uncertain than usual”.
The orbit was rapidly changing
due to atmospheric drag, which
may cause a change in the pre-
dicted ground location, he said.

Anand District Collector, MY
Daxini, said: “We have sent all
the items, including the metal

rocket

spheres that fell last week, to the
Physical Research Laboratory
(PRL) of ISRO. They have col-
lected all the parts and are exam-
ining it.”

When contacted, ISRO PRL
director Anil Bharadwaj said he
was out of station and would be
able to comment on Tuesday.
ISRO Space Applications Centre
(SAC) director Nilesh Desai was
not available for comment.

But in the villages where the
“debris” have fallen, local resi-
dents have a lot to say — even
though police suspect there could
be more to it than space debris.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Gyanvapi

already moved a plea against the
videography survey. It said the
object being described as a
Shivling was part of the fountain
in the wuzu (ablution) area.

Civil Judge (Senior Division)
Ravi Kumar Diwakar, hearing a
pleaby five women seeking per-
mission for daily prayers at Maa
Shringar Gauri Sthal on the outer
wall of the mosque complex,
said, "District Magistrate,
Varanasi, is directed to immedi-
ately seal the place where the
Shivling has been found. No per-
son should be allowed to enter
the place which will be sealed.”

"The responsibility for the se-
curity and custodianship of the
place which will be sealed will be
considered personally of
Varanasi district magistrate,
Varanasi police commissioner
and the CRPF commandant,
Varanasi," the judge said.

Advocate Hari Shankar Jain,
representing the five women pe-
titioners, filed an application
Monday, saying a "Shivling is
found in masjid complex at the
place where wuzu khana is
there".

A commission tasked by the
court to conduct a survey will
submit its report and findings on
Tuesday. It concluded its survey
Monday and officials said the
findings were "confidential".

According to the court order,
the application filed by Jain
stated that a Shivling was found
inside the mosque complex by
the survey commission on May
16.

"This is very important evi-
dence. Hence, the CRPF com-
mandant should be directed to
seal it. Varanasi District
Magistrate should be directed to
stop the entry of Muslims. Only
20Muslims should be allowed to
pray at the mosque and they
should not be allowed to perform
wuzu (ablution),” the order
stated.

S M Yasin, general secretary
of the Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee, said, "We will
challenge today's order for seal-
ing in the writ petition being
heard in the Honourable
Supreme Court. The structure is
part of the fountain in the wuzu
area. In all old mosques, there
used to be a hauz (basin), and a
fountainin the centre, This is part
of the fountain, which they are
calling Shivling. We are surprised
how the court passed the order
in a hurry. We will mention it in
the Supreme Court."

District Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharmasaid, "The court com-
missioner had given directions to
all parties that until the report is
submitted in court on May 17,no
one should disclose what was
found inside. But still if someone
of their own will has given some
information, then it can't be ver-
ified by anyone. Only the court is
the custodian of this information.
If someone has told you some-
thing, it is a personal thought. It
has nothing to do with the court
commission's action."

Police Commissioner Satish
Ganesh told mediapersons that
the action of the court-appointed
commission was completed
Monday. "It was done in anideal
atmosphere where no incident
of law and order happened. We
thank the people of Kashi for
their cooperation.” He appealed
to the media to "not pay heed to
any unofficial statement".

Soon after the court order, UP
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya, in a Twitter post,
said, "No matter how much you
hide 'truth’, it comes out one day
because 'truth is Shiv'. Baba ji ki
jai, har har Mahadev.
#GyanvapiTruthNow.
#Gyanvapitemple."

In another tweet, he wrote in
Hindi, "On the occasion of Budh
Purnima, the manifestation of
Baba Mahadev at Gyanvapi is a
mythological message to
Sanatan Hindu tradition.”

Meanwhile, the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board, re-
sponding to the court order, said
the “Gyanvapi mosque in
Varanasi is a mosque and will re-
main one”.

“To convert the mosque intoa
temple, then it is nothing but an
attempt at a conspiracy to give
birth to communal hatred. This
isagainst the historical facts,and
against the law,” said a statement
issued by AIMPLB secretary
Maulana Khalid Saifullah
Rahmani.

“In 1937, the court had estab-
lished in the Din Mohd vs.
Secretary of State case matter
that the premises is a property of
Muslim Wagf and Muslims have
aright to offer namaz there. The
court had also determined how
much of the disputed land is
mosque’s and temple’s... Then,
the Parliament passed the Paces
of Worship Act, 1991 which says
that the status of religious places
as in 1947 will remain. Then in
2019, the Supreme Court in the
Babri mosque matter also said

clearly that all places of worship
will remain under this Act,” the
AIMPLB said.

Mosque plea
Constitutional validity on the
ground that it bars judicial re-
view, which is a basic feature of
the Constitution, and abridges
the right to religion of Hindus,
Jains, Buddhists and Sikhs.

Although the SCissued notice
on one of them in March 2021,
the Centre is yet to file its reply.

The appeal by the Masjid
Committee, which challenges
the April 21,2022 Allahabad High
Court ruling dismissing its peti-
tion against the order of a
Varanasi court ordering the
videographic survey of the dis-
puted side, is listed Tuesday be-
fore a Supreme Court bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud and P
S Narasimha.

Significantly, a five-judge
Constitution bench of the then
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoiand JusticesSABobde,DY
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan
and S Abdul Nazeer had, in the
Ayodhya judgment of November
9, 2019, lauded the Places of
Worship Act as “a legislative in-
strument designed to protect the
secular features of the Indian
polity, which is one of the basic
features of the Constitution”.

In that 5-0 unanimous verdict
— on the title suit — in the wake
of the Babri Masjid demolition,
the Supreme Court ruled that the
2.77 acres of disputed land in
Ayodhya would be handed over
toatrustfor the constructionofa
Ram Mandirand a 5-acre plot al-
lotted to the Sunni Waqf Board at
an alternate site.

The Masjid Committee’s ap-
peal contends that an earlier suit
filed in 1991 by some devotees al-
leging that the Gyanvapi mosque
was built after demolishing a
temple had been stayed by the
HC and the present proceedings
which were instituted in 2021,
were an attempt to get around
the stay.

It also said that the proceed-
ings are “an attempt to disturb
the communal peace and har-
mony and in contravention to the
Places of Worship Act”.

The local court, said the
Mosque Committee, should have
first heard its application seeking
rejection of demand for being
barred by the Act, before going
ahead.

Hearing a petition by five
Hindu women seeking round-
the-year access to pray at “a
shrine behind the western wall
of the mosque complex”, a civil
court in Varanasi had on April 8,
2022, appointed Advocate
Commissioner Ajay Kumar
Mishra to carry out an inspection
of the disputed site — and di-
rected him to “prepare videogra-
phy of the action” and submit a
report.

On April 21, the Allahabad
High Court dismissed a petition
filed by the mosque committee
challenging this local court’s or-
der. On April 26, the Varanasi
courtagain ordered videography
of the disputed site.

Though the inspection began,
it was halted after the mosque
committee filed an application in
the court, alleging bias, and seek-
ing replacement of the court-ap-
pointed Advocate Commissioner.
OnMay 12, the Varanasi court re-
jected the prayer to change
Advocate Commissioner Mishra
and ordered resumption of the
video survey — even if it meant
getting “locks opened/ broken”.
The inspection report should be
submitted on May 17, it said.

The two petitions challenging
the Places of Worship Act have
been filed by Lucknow-based
trust ‘Vishwa Bhadra Pujari
Purohit Mahasangh’ along with
some followers of Sanatan Vedic
Religion, and Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay.

On March 12,2021, a bench
headed by the then ChiefJustice
of India S A Bobde issued notice
on Upadhyay’s plea. The Centre
has not filed a reply and the mat-
ter has not come up for hearing.

Upadhyay's petition contends
that the Act “has created arbi-
trary irrational retrospective cut-
off date” and “has barred the
remedies against illegal en-
croachment on the places of
worship and pilgrimages and
now Hindus, Jains, Buddhists,
Sikhs cannot file suit or approach
High Court under Article 226"

It said the Act is “unconstitu-
tional and beyond its
(Parliament’s) law making
power” as it has “frustrated” the
principle of law ‘ubi jus ibi
remedium (where there is a
right, there is aremedy), “thus vi-
olating the concept of justice and
Rule of Law, which is core of
Article 14”.

Besides, Article 13(2) also
prohibits State from making any
law which takes away or abridges
fundamental rights conferred
under Part-Ill of the Constitution
and any law made in contraven-
tion to basic rights is void, it
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pointed out.

The petition by the Lucknow
trust has put forth similar argu-
ments and questioned how any
law can bar the right to seek ju-
dicial review of a grievance.

Soon after the Lucknow trust
approached the court in June
2020, the Jamiat Ulema-I-Hind
filed animpleadment application
opposing it.

Urging the court not to even
issue a notice claiming that that
“will create fear in the minds of
the Muslim community,” it said
thatif the petitionis entertained,
“it will open floodgates of litiga-
tion against countless mosques
in the country and the religious
divide from which the country is
recovering in the aftermath of
the Ayodhya dispute will only be
widened”.

Modi in Nepal

gives a different feeling. I was
happy to see that the Mahabodhi
sapling I had gifted in 2014 for
this place, is now growing into a
tree,” Modi said. He was referring
to his first visit abroad after be-
coming prime minister when he
had gifted a sapling brought from
Bodh Gaya.

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing a gathering after the
foundation stone-laying cere-
mony of the India International
Centre for Buddhist Culture and
Heritage. Itis the first centre tobe
established by India in Lumbini,
where several of the world's ma-
jor countries, including the US
and China, have centres dedi-
cated to Buddhism.

Reiterating a Ramayana ref-
erence he had made during his
previous visit, Modi referred to
India-Nepal ties and said Lord
Ram was incomplete without
Sita. “The teachings of the
Buddha had universal relevance
which, assisted by technology,
would enrich the world,” he said.

Sharing the dais with Modi,
Deuba endorsed the proposal to
build a Buddhist circuit, linking
Sarnath, Bodhgaya, Kushinagar
and Lumbini. “The construction
of the circuit, apart from binding
the two countries culturally, will
promote tourism,” Deuba said
while thanking Modi for India’s
help in post-earthquake recon-
struction and development.

According to the Prime
Minister's Office, the Indian cen-
tre will be a 'NetZero' compliant
complex in terms of energy, wa-
ter and waste handling, which
will house prayer halls, medita-
tion centers, library, exhibition
hall, cafeteria, offices and other
amenities.

On Monday, Modi was ac-
companied during the day-long
visit, which included a stopover
at the seventh-century Maya
Devi temple, by Nepalese Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
and his wife Arzu Rana Deuba.
The twoleadersalso held a meet-
ing to discuss the “full range of bi-
lateral relations".

The two sides also signed six
MoUs, including a Dr Ambedkar
Chair for Buddhist Studies in
Lumbini Buddhist University;
ICCR Chairs of Indian Studies in
Tribhuvan University and
Kathmandu University; and, a
joint master's degree pro-
gramme between [IT-Madras
and Kathmandu University.

There was also an MoU be-
tween Sutlej Jala Vidyut Nigam,
a Himachal government sub-
sidiary, and Nepal Electricity
Authority for a 695 MW Arun-4
power project under which
Nepal will receive 152 MW of
free electricity under a sharing
arrangement.

"Today's meeting with PM
@SherBDeuba was excellent. We
discussed the full range of rela-
tions between India and Nepal.
Key MoUs were signed which
will diversify and deepen coop-
eration," Modi tweeted.

"PM @narendramodi holds
bilateral talks with PM
@SherBDeuba in Lumbini.
Opportunity to strengthen ongo-
ing cooperation and develop new
areas in our multifaceted part-
nership," Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi tweeted at the
start of the meeting.

This is Modi's fifth visit to
Nepal after becoming Prime
Minister. Monday's foundation
ceremony was conducted by
monks belonging to three major
Buddhist traditions -- Theravada,
Mahayana and Vajrayana. The
two prime ministers also un-
veiled a model of the centre.

Atthe Maya Devi temple, the
two leaders paid their respects at
the marker stone inside the
premises, which is said to pin-
point the birth spot of the
Buddha. They also attended the
puja conducted according to
Buddhist rituals and lit lamps
near the Ashoka Pillar adjacent
to the temple.

Deuba also hosted a luncheon
in honour of Modi. “Today's visit
has provided further momen-
tum to the multifaceted partner-
ship between the two countries

and advanced cooperationin key
areas, particularly in education,
culture, energy and people to
people exchanges,” the MEA said.
“Thank you, Shree @naren-
dramodiJee, for visiting Lumbini
on#BuddhaPurnima today. I be-
lieve your special pilgrimage to
the Birthplace of Lord Buddha
has further strengthened our
friendship and cultural ties,”
Deuba tweeted.
(WITHDIVYAAINNEW DELHI)

Mission in Kabul

abducted by the Taliban during
its previous stint in power, and
never found.

Others have made the case
that shutting down the mission
has left India alone among re-
gional countries with no repre-
sentation in Kabul. On Monday;,
as the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation's Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure group met in
Delhi, with Afghanistan top on
the agenda, host India was the
only country at the table that had
not yet reopened its mission in
Kabul.

Thisis akey factor for Delhiin
its consideration of a return to
Kabul. As many as 16 countries
have reopened their embassies
there, including the EU which has
asmall presence to oversee work
relating to its humanitarian as-
sistance. The view is that India
needs to do so too in its own in-
terests.

The Pakistan, Chinese and
Russian and Iranian missions did
not shut down during the chaos
of the Taliban takeover. These
countries see key roles for them-
selves in  Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan,and began position-
ing themselves early. All five
Central Asian countries have
diplomatic relations with the
Talibanregime. The US signed an
agreement with Qatar in April
making it the “protecting power”
for its interests. The UAE and
Saudi Arabia have also returned.
But none has yet recognised the
Taliban as the government of
Afghanistan.

Developments on the ground
also seem to be influencing the
view in Delhi that India needs
some presence in Kabul quickly.
Aside from the emergence of var-
ious Taliban factions, and the
Haqgqgani network working to-
wards repairing their interna-
tionalimage, Tolo News reported
earlier this month thataloyajirga
would be held, though no dates
have yet been mentioned.

Pawan Hans sale

OnApril 29, a group of minis-
ters, comprising Road Transport
& Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and Civil
Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia, approved Star9
Mobility's bid for sale of the
Centre's 51% stake in Pawan Hans
for Rs 211.14 crore.

However, nine days prior to
the approval on April 20, the
Kolkata bench of the NCLT had
passed an order against Almas
Global Opportunity Fund saying
that the entity was in "knowing
and wilful contravention of the
approved resolution plan”.

"We will do legal examina-
tion of the NCLT order before pro-
ceeding further. The letter of
award (for the Pawan Hans dis-
investment) has not been issued
yet," aDepartment of Investment
and Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) official involved in the
Pawan Hans disinvestment
process told The Indian Express.

As per guidelines issued by
the DIPAM in September 2017,
"any conviction by a Court of Law
or indictment/adverse order by
aregulatory authority that casts
adoubt on the ability of the bid-
der to manage the public sector
unit when it is disinvested, or
which relates to a grave offence
would constitute disqualifica-
tion".

The resolution plan in ques-
tion pertains to a Kolkata-based
power distribution company
EMC Ltd for which Almas Global
Opportunity Fund was declared
the successful bidder. But despite
having its resolution plan for
EMC Ltd approved by the NCLT,
the fund did not deposit the
money required for the resolu-
tion process.

"The SRA (Successful
Resolution Applicant) has not ex-
hibited any intention by taking
some concrete steps that can in-
stilsome degree of confidence in
the earnestness of the SRA. It is
plain for anyone willing to see
that the SRA is not likely to part
with the funds in the foreseeable
future. The SRA has taken the en-
tire process for a ride, and noth-
ing can really excuse this audac-
ity. The attitude of the SRA really
will tick every parameter that can
be applied to satisfy the 'know-
ing and wilful contravention' test
laid down in section 74(3)46 of
the Code on a reasonable con-
struction,” the NCLT noted in its
April 20 order.

"The SRA has been pussyfoot-
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Why Kashmiri Pandits are protesting in the
valley, why India’s overall fertility rate has
gone down, and why the BJP has decided to
change the Chief Minister in Tripura

ing around with regard to the
payments to be made under the
approved Resolution Plan, for
more than one-and-a-quarter
years. It is futile to wait indefi-
nitely for the SRA to fulfil its com-
mitments... The repeated exhor-
tations made during the course
of hearings to the SRA through its
learned senior counsel to make
at least some payments in order
toshow its bona fides, & earnest-
ness have gone completely un-
heeded. There is no pointin chas-
ing the chimera of the SRA
fulfilling its commitments under
the Resolution Plan," it said.

The bankruptcy court had
also ordered action against
Almas Global Opportunity Fund
and its officers under Section 74
(3) read with Section 236 of the
Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code,
2016. These sections stipulate
that the party can be imprisoned
for a minimum of one year and
maximum of five years, in addi-
tion to facing a maximum
penalty of up toRs 1 crore.

NFHS data

marginal dip from the 29.9 per
cent of 2015-16.

Thus, an overwhelming 83.4
per centof menand 70.6 per cent
of womenin the 15-49 age group
eat non-vegetarian food daily,
weekly or occasionally. That fig-
ure stood at 78.4 per cent for men
and 70 per cent for women in
NHFS-4.

The proportion of weekly
meat eaters too has risen sharply:
57.3 per cent men and 45.1 per
centwomen reported eating fish,
chicken or meat at least once a
week during NHFS-5, higher
than the figures reported in
2015-16: 48.9 per cent men and
42.8 per cent women.

Among men, this category of
non-vegetarian eaters is the
highest in Lakshadweep (98.4
per cent)and the lowest (14.1 per
cent) in Rajasthan in 2019-21.
Apart from Lakshadweep,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
(96.1%), Goa (93.8%), Kerala
(90.1%) and Puducherry (89.9%)
account for the Top 5 states and
Union Territories where non-
vegetarian food is eaten by men
at least once a week. Along with
Rajasthan, Haryana (13.4%),
Punjab (17%), Gujarat (17.9%)and
Himachal Pradesh (21.1%) ac-
count for the states at the bottom
of this list.

In the six-year period be-
tween 2015-16 and 2019-21, the
proportion of men who con-
sumed fish, chicken or meat at
least once in a week increased
most in Sikkim (from 49.1 per
cent to 76.8 per cent) and de-
clined most in Tripura (94.8 per
cent to 76.1 per cent).

Among religious groups,
Christian men and women ac-
counted for the highest con-
sumption of non-vegetarian food
atleast once aweek - 80 per cent
men and 78% for women in the
15-49 age group. The correspon-
ding numbers for other religious
groups stood at: Hindu men:
52.5%, women: 40.7%; Muslim
men: 79.5%, women: 70.2%; Sikh
men: 19.5%, women: 7.9%;
Buddhist/Neo-Buddhist men:
74.1%, women: 62.2%; and Jain
men 14.9%, women: 4.3%.

The NFHS findings show that
more people consume eggs than
‘fish, chicken or meat’. While 84.7
per cent men reported eating
eggs daily, weekly or occasionally
during 2019-21 -- over 4 percent-
age points higher than the 80.3
per cent reported in 2015-16 --
that number stood at 72 per cent
for women, up from 70.8 per cent
in 2015-16.

Data also show that the pro-
portion of men and women con-
suming aerated drinks has come
down over the years.In 2019-21,
86.4 per cent men and 84.3 per
cent women reported consum-
ing aerated drinks, down from
88.3 per cent for men and 83.5
per cent for women six years ago.

The dataalso show that three
items - pulses/beans; fruits; and
green, leafy vegetables — were
consumed daily, weekly or occa-
sionally by almost all men and
women during 2019-20.

Also,96.2 per centof menand

94.2 per cent of women con-
sumed milk and curd either daily,
weekly or occasionally, while the
proportion of those who ate fried
food stood at 95.6 per cent for
women and 92.6 per cent for
men.

The fifth round of the NFHS
was conducted in two phases be-
tween June 17,2019, and April 30,
2021, covering 707 districts
drawn from 29 States and seven
Union Territories.

J&K bus fire

following examination of the
spot and the bus, security agen-
cies suspected an IED attack by a
terror group.

"There is a hole near the fuel
tanks with the metal sheets bent
inwards. Had it been an explo-
siondue to a technical glitch from
inside the engine, the metal
sheets would have turned out-
wards near the hole. Also, sam-
ples picked up from the clothes
of one of the victims suggests the
use of some kind of explosive, al-
though it is not clear what it is,”
said a security establishment of-
ficial.

Sources said the suspicion is
on the use of a "sticky bomb".
"There is no material evidence to
prove this, since by the time the
forensic teams reached the site,
the crime scene had been com-
pletely washed outin an attempt
todouse the fire. But circumstan-
tial evidence points to the possi-
bility of a sticky bomb being
used," said an officer from the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA)which is conducting a par-
allel probe.

The development casts a
shadow over the Amarnath Yatra
which is scheduled to begin on
June 30.There has been consider-
able concern within the govern-
ment over security for the
Amarnath Yatra, which will be
held after two years. It comes in
the backdrop of targeted killings
of civilians, particularly migrants,
in the Valley.

"Katra has rarely been tar-
geted. But, of late, we see increas-
ing attacks in Jammu targeting
Hindu-dominated areas. There
have been six IED blasts in
Jammu this year alone. There
have beenincreasing inputs from
intelligence agencies about im-
pending attacks in Hindu areas.
Many have been prevented, with
multiple IEDs being recovered
from populated areas and many
operatives being arrested in the
past few months," said a J&K
Police officer.

While the Jammu and
Kashmir Freedom Fighters on
Saturday claimed responsibility
for the Katra bus fire, sources
played this down, saying the
lesser known group had earlier
claimed credit for attacks which
were later traced to other groups.
"At the moment, the suspicionis
on operatives of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed since they have
been using IEDs for some time.
But there is no evidence yet," said
an officer.

Meanwhile, J&K Lieutenant-
Governor Manoj Sinha, who
reached Delhi late on Sunday
night, held a meeting with
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Monday. He will meet Home
Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday.

According to sources, Shah is
scheduled to hold a meeting to
review the security in J&K and
arrangements for the Amarnath
Yatra with chiefs of the BSF, CRPF
and Intelligence Bureau on
Tuesday. Sinha will attend this
meeting.

Skyfall in Gujarat

“There was a huge sound
from the sky and blinding light.
could not see anything but al-
most the next instant, there was
a loud noise and I saw that a
metal piece had fallen onalamb.
It was hotand killed the lambin-
stantly,” said Nathi Rabari in
Kasor's Bhemali Talavdi area.

According to the local police,
when they reached the spot,
Rabari told them the lamb's car-
cass was taken away by dogs and
could not be found.

“We have registered a note
case based on information re-

New Delhi

ceived from the owner of the
house that a domestic animal
was killed from the impact of the
falling metal fragment. No other
casualty has been reported from
any other place,” Anand SP Ajit
Rajiaan said.

“They primarily appear to be
objects made of high-density
metal alloys used for rocket
launch. They were also burnt out
and had hints of vapourisation,
which is what happens when
they withstand high tempera-
tures and make their way to the
earth...they mostly fell inmuddy
areas,” Rajiaan said.

(WITH SOHINIGHOSHIN
AHMEDABAD)

Wheat export ban
session on May 13 — the day
India imposed the ban — was
$11.77 abushel.

According to the Indian gov-
ernment’s Department of
Commerce portal, the country
exported 66.41 lakh tonnes of
wheat in the first 11 months
(April 2021 to February 2022) of
financial year 2021-22 (1 tonne
is 1,000 kgs or 2,204.6 pounds).
This data conforms with the lat-
est US Department of
Agriculture’s May 2022 report,
which estimates wheat exports
from India in the 12 months from
July 2021 to June 2022 at 10 mil-
lion metric tons (1 ton is 2,000
pounds). The total world wheat
exports during the period are es-
timated at 201.5 million metric
tons.

Inthe current financial year -
April 2022 to March 2023, the
Indian government estimates
about 45 lakh metric tonnes of
wheat to have been contracted
for exports. Of this, 14.63 lakh
metric tonnes have been ex-
ported in April 2022 alone, sub-
stantially higher than 2.43 lakh
metric tonnes in the same month
last year. Besides, 95,167 metric
tonnes atta have been exported
in April this year, almost four
times more than 25,566 MT in
April 2021.

The Group of Seven (G-7)
countries too expressed disap-
pointment on India’s decision.
After a meeting of G-7 agricul-
ture ministers in Germany,
German Agriculture Minister
Cem Ozdemir said the exportre-
striction would “worsen the cri-
sis”. “If everyone starts toimpose
export restrictions or to close
markets, that would worsen the
crisis,” Ozdemir said at a press
conference in Stuttgart on
Saturday.

India defended the decision.
The ban was “essentially in view
of the price rise”, Union Food
Secretary Sudhanshu Pandey
said Saturday during a media
briefing. Retail inflation has been
ruling over 6 per cent for four
straight monthsin calendar year
2022, with the print for April
soaring to 7.79 per cent, much
higher than the upper band of
RBl inflation target of 6 per cent.
In the Consumer Price Index,
wheat/ atta from PDS has a
weight of 0.17 and wheat/ atta
from other sources has a weight
of 2.56.

Research analysts said the im-
pact of India’s export ban would
be felt disproportionately by low
income developing countries. In
a note after the ban, Nomura
Global Markets Research pointed
out that except India and
Australia, most Asian economies
depend on imported wheat for
domestic consumption and are
atrisk from higher wheat prices
globally, even if they do not di-
rectly import from India.

Bangladesh especially will
feel the brunt, Nomura noted.
Indeed, Bangladesh was the
biggest buyer of Indian wheat,
importing 38.04 lakh tonnes in
2021-22. Sri Lanka (5.48 lakh
tonnes), UAE (4.24 lakh tonnes),
Indonesia (3.66lakh tonnes), the
Philippines (3.52 lakh tonnes)
and Nepal (2.90 lakh tonnes)
were the other big importers of
Indian wheat.

Nomura further said the im-
pactonIndia’s domestic food in-
flation would be muted. “This ex-
port ban is a pre-emptive step
and may prevent local wheat

prices from rising substantially;
however, with domestic wheat
production likely limited by the
heatwave, local wheat prices
may not moderate materially. If
India’s wheat ban leads to higher
price of substitutes like rice, then
there could be upward pressure
on other food prices,” it said.

Commerce Secretary BVR
Subrahmanyam said the ban
serves three purposes: i) main-
taining the country’s food secu-
rity, ii) helping those in distress;
if countries make a specific re-
quest, the Indian government
will take a call, and iii) India’s re-
liability as a supplier is being
maintained by not reneging on
any existing contract. “So, if we
say that roughly 1.6 or 1.7 million
tonnes has gone out, we are still
prepared to allow another 2.5
million (tonnes)to goif there are
prior book valid orders withalet-
ter of credit,” he said at the me-
dia briefing on Saturday.

Chaos in Kandla

Officials from Egypt’s Central
Administration of Plant
Quarantine were there to over-
see the shipment. And a delega-
tion from Madhya Pradesh had
reached Gandhidham town near
the port to flag off a cereal con-
signment to Egypt the next
evening.

On Monday, Sanjay Mehta,
chairman, Deendayal Port Trust,
told The Indian Express: “There
was already a lot of wheat inside
the port. After the ban was im-
posed, trucks carrying wheat are
inline outside. Many representa-
tions have come to us in this re-
gard. Within the port, there is
over 1lakh MT of wheat.”

The portreceives wheat from
Punjab, UP and MP for export
mainly to the middle-east and
European countries. “There are
over 32 large godowns within the
port. Many of them are full with
wheat consignments. The rentals
of godown or storage charges im-
posed at the port have also shot
up -- from Rs 10 per day per
tonne to Rs 25. There is no space
and wheat is now lying in the
open,” said an official at the facil-
ity, formerly known as the
Kandla port.

The transport business is also
indisarray.

“It seems like there was no
planning before the Government
came up with the notification
prohibiting wheat export.
Transporters give truck drivers
and cleaners allowances and
money for fuel estimating the
transportation time. But thou-
sands of drivers and cleaners are
stuck as cargo from their trucks
are not being offloaded. Vessels
are berthed at the port but
Customsis not allowing loading,”
said Teja Kangad, president,
Gandhidham Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

“About 4,000 trucks carrying
3.75 lakh MT of wheat left for
Kandla before the Government
imposed the ban. These trucks
have been stranded for the last 7-
8 days, unable to unload. Apart
from this, we had sent some
wheat earlier, which is lying in
godowns near the port. These are
consignments belonging to small
traders in Madhya Pradesh,” said
Gopal Das Agarwal, president,
Indore-based Sakal Anaj Dalhan-
Tilhan Vyapari Mahasangh
Samiti, an association of grain
merchants in MP.

According to Deendayal Port
Authority (DPA) officials, 44,340
MT of wheat sourced from MP
has already been loaded on the
Liberian-flagged vessel Mana,
which was to set sail for Egypt on
May 16.

“We are pleading with the au-
thorities to allow us to load at
least 5,000 MT more so that the
vessel achieves balance and is
ready to sail. Around 500 trucks
loaded with our wheat are wait-
ing in the port to discharge their
cargo on the wharf, to be loaded
onthe vessel. In fact, some wheat
is already lying on the wharf but
we are not able to load that, ei-
ther,” said sources associated
with the shipment.
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SKYWATCH

1 FORECAST: May 17
Partly cloudy sky with
possibility of
duststorm/thunderstorm

MAX: 41

0.8° Cabove normal

MIN: 28

1.6° C above normal

27 DEAD IN MUNDKA FIRE

Many bodies ‘highly charred’,
FSL has tough task at hand

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

THE FORENSIC Science
Laboratory in Delhi has collected
DNA samples from 27 bodies —
most of them charred beyond
recognition — since the Mundka
fire, and is now in the process of
matching those with blood sam-
ples collected from family mem-
bers. So far, only eight out of the
27 bodies have been identified
and the rest are not just “highly
charred”, but also have no jew-
ellery or clothes that can help
with identification.

The fire broke out at a four-
storey commercial building in
Outer Delhi’s Mundka on Friday,
killing 27 persons, most of them
women. The next day, families
were called to the mortuary to
try and identify their loved ones.
The eight — Tania Chauhan,
Ranju Devi, Amit Jyani, Kailash
Jyani, Drishti, Yashoda Devi,
Vishal and Mohini — were iden-

At time of fire, post of

Police said 26 DNA samples
were taken from blood
relatives. Praveen Khanna

tified with the help of their
clothes or pieces of jewellery
such as a bracelet, gold chain or
earrings, said their families.

“A total of 26 DNA samples
were taken from blood relatives.
For one missing woman, a blood
relative has not been found till
now,” said DCP (Outer) Sameer

licensing inspector in
Mundka was vacant

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

THE MUNDKA ward, where 27
people died in a fire at an office
complex, had the post of licensing
inspector lying vacant for 10 days
leading up to the incident.

Sushil Gautam was posted as
inspector on Friday, the same day
the fire broke out. His predeces-
sor Sandeep Kumar Kaushik was
relieved on May 4, and from then
till May 13, the post was vacant.

Area councillor Anil Lakra
claimed that after the fire, orders
were issued in a hurry by author-
ities to appoint Gautam as licens-
inginspector. “Itis the duty of the
licensing inspector to see such vi-
olations, whether the commercial
establishments operating in the
area have a licence or not.”

North Delhi Municipal
Corporation standing committee
chairperson Jogi Ram Jain said he
will get this looked into. A senior
official of the North MCD said: “It
is a small window when the post
was vacant; for the rest of the pe-
riod, there were people in the po-
sition.”

As reported by The Indian
Express, it has also come to light
earlier that the owner of the four-
storey commercial building got a
factory licence for the premises

Man cleaning sewer

dies after concrete
slab falls on him

the sewer in the afternoon
but during the process, a por-
tion of the concrete slab fell
on them.”

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

A 55-YEAR-OLD worker died
and two others were injured
after a portion of a concrete
slab of a sewer they were
cleaning fell on them. Police
said the incident took place on
Sunday evening near August
Kranti Marg in South Delhi.

The deceased, Ramesh
Kumar, lived near the Public
Works Department office
and was hired on a contract
basis to work for the depart-
ment. The other two labour-
ers, Pankaj Singh (26) and
Jitender Mangal (35), were
also hired to clean the sewer
near Moolchand flyover.

Around 5.47 pm Sunday,
doctors at AIIMS Trauma
Centre called police about the
three men.

DCP (South) Benita Mary
Jaiker said, “We received an
MLC and sent staff to the hos-
pital. Kumar died while his
associates are undergoing
treatment. They were not fit
to give a statement earlier.
We conducted an enquiry
and found that they were
labourers working under the
PWD and were hired for
sewer cleaning. They entered

The building owner got a

factory licence in 2016 which

was later cancelled by the
North MCD. Abhinav Saha

Sharma.

Officials on Monday said
DNA testing and profiling can
take days or even weeks because
of the number of the test sam-
ples and the lengthy procedure.

Deepa Verma, the director at
FSL Rohini, said, “Seeing the
gravity of the situation, we expe-
dited the process and have al-
ready collected all samples, in-
cluding blood samples of family
members, for DNA testing. The
process could take some time
because the biological tests are
done individually in labs and
then we have to match the DNA
recovered from the families.
Also, some tests are repeated to
re-confirm the reports.”

Police said they submitted
samples of all 27 bodies — includ-
ingeventhose identified —tore-
confirm and make sure there was
no misidentification. In the case
of bodies in such a condition, of-
ficials say they first look for any
skin or muscle grafts. If that is not
available, teeth or bone samples

are collected.

“It’s ideal if some part of the
skin or muscle tissue is available
for testing. It’s easier to perform
tests on such samples. Otherwise,
we will have to look for teeth and
bone tissues for the tests. This can
take some time as extraction is-
n'teasy,” said an officer.

Lab experts said many of the
deceased don’t have immediate
family members who can give
blood samples, which poses a
challenge for DNA testing. “In
many cases, we had to take
blood samples from uncles,
aunts or cousins. The DNAwon't
completely match but major el-
ements will. In such cases, we
re-run tests to confirm the re-
sults,” said the officer.

DCP Sharma said police are
working closely with forensic ex-
perts. “We have sent all samples
in time and identified the gen-
der of nearly a dozen bodies.
Soon, DNA tests will be per-
formed and results will come
out,” he said.

For many families, an endless wait

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

M A son waits to see his mother’s
body as only that can bring him
some peace of mind.

M Two sisters still hope their
mother will return and cook
them dinner.

WA husband does not know if his
wife is alive or dead.

Family members of many
feared dead in the fire which
broke out at a four-storey build-
ingin Mundka are yet to find clo-
sure. This is because four days
later, they are yet to receive the
remains of their loved ones
pending a report from the
Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL). Of the 27 dead, eight bod-
ies have been identified so far.

Bharti Devi (42)was working
in the canteen of the CCTV and
router manufacturing company
earning Rs 5,000-7,000 per
month for the past two years. Her
son Suraj, in his early 20s, spent
the day pleading with officers at
Mundka police station to expe-
dite his mother’s forensic report.
“They (authorities)say that it will
take 10-15 days. I work at AIIMS
and I know reports can be expe-
dited. We can get peace of mind
only after we conduct her final
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Many family members are yet to receive the remains of their
loved ones, pending a report from the forensic lab. Abhinav Saha

rites. How can we spend days
without any answers?” Suraj said.

Madhu Devi (29) was work-
ing as a packer earning Rs 5,000-
6,000 and had been employed
for the past three years. Amother
of two girls, she had promised to
come home for dinner.

Her nephew, Vikram (20),
said Madhu'’s phone was confis-
cated by her employers and dur-
ing lunch time, when she was al-
lowed access to it, she briefly
spoke to her daughters, who said
they wanted to eat Maggi noo-
dles. “She promised them she will
come back home and cook a
proper dinner. My grandmother
has given her sample for the DNA

test. Allwe can dois wait,” he said.
For Soni Kumari’s (35) hus-
band Manoj Thakur (39), their
last call still haunts him. “She
called me crying and said bahut
bhayanak aag lagi hai (itis a hor-
rible fire). She said that two
women had escaped with the
help of arope...and she was try-
ing to survive,” Thakur said.
Soni had been working at the
office for the past two years earn-
ing Rs 6,500. She had just got a
raise of Rs 1,000 two months ago.
The family has deposited blood
samples in hopes of getting back
the body. “The women who es-
caped say the rope she tried to
use burnt off, that she fell down.

If she fell down what happened
to the body?” Thakur said.

At Sanjay Gandhi hospital’s
mortuary, the family members
of Narender (26) waited in hopes
of receiving a DNA test report.
His job at the office, where he
worked for two years, involved
assembling various parts used in
CCTV cameras. His family said
they wanted him to get married.
But he wanted to be financially
secure first considering he was
not paid for the last two months,
they claimed.

His brother Gopal (26) is
scared of leaving the mortuary:
“Whatif heis suddenly identified
and we are not here to claim the
body? There are so many ques-
tions that no one is willing to an-
swer. How can we have peace of
mind sitting at home?....”

Outside the charred remains
of the building stood family
members of Parveen Kumar (33).
They managed to spot his bike,
now broken, at the entrance. He
used to work in the marketing
section and is the father of three
children, including twins.

His relative Sandeep said,
“We run from pillar to post every
day hoping for news of the DNA
test report. They promised to
hand his body every day, then
they ask us for more time.”

ON

OMIDYAR NETWORK INDIA

oresents

— & The IndianEXPRESS —

thinc

MIGRATION

17216.00=

Join through

ZOOM

Eighth Edition

Keynote Speaker

Shri Bhupender Yadav

Minister of Labour & Employment and
Environment, Forest and Climate Change

& TheIndianEXPRESS

— DU RNALISM OF COURAGE ——

Migrant workers and the promise of e-Shram

The reverse migration that India experienced as the nation went into lockdown mode in 2020 brought out an
overwhelming overlap between the most vulnerable migrant workers and those that worked in the country’s
informal sector. As such, any policy that aims to alleviate the economic hardships among informal sector workers

would also have a significant bearing on India’s most vulnerable migrant workers.

The e-Shram portal, which was launched with a far-reaching mandate of registering millions of
unorganised workers, is one such policy.

But can the e-Shram portal be leveraged to help India’s internal migrants? Can it be used to
provide social security to migrant workers? What are the kind of policy enhancements required
to get around the issues of bridging the digital divide and gender divide? What can be done to
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reduce possible exclusions?

under a self-assessment scheme
in2016. However, the North MCD
cancelled it after it was found that
the building did not meet specific
criteria.

In 2019, a liquor store was also
opened on the ground floor, which
was sealed by the monitoring
committee formed by the
Supreme Court to act against ille-
gal construction in the national
capital for violations.

Sources in the North MCD said
that the owner closed the shop
and paid a penalty, following
which the space was de-sealed
in2020.
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enhancing Blue Water Capability
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called, and locals helped res-
cue the men.

304 A (causing death by neg-
ligence) and 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering life)
was registered against un-
known persons. Police said
they are looking for the con-
tractor or supervisor to ascer-
tain their involvement in al-
leged negligence.

sustained severe injuries on
hisleg, alleged that they were
trapped inside for a while.

around two days ago. We were
getting paid around Rs 300-
400 a day. On Sunday, we
stepped in to remove plastic
from the sewer but a portion of
the lintel fell... and we got
trapped. We screamed for
help. After 20-30 minutes,
someone removed the con-
crete and pulled us out,” he al-
leged. “The concrete fell on my
leg and it is badly injured. I
hope I get work after this...,”
said Singh.

formed Kumar's family who
live in Ghaziabad.

The Delhi Fire Services was

A case under IPC sections

Meanwhile, Singh, who

“The cleaning work started

Police said they have in-
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THE CITY

VACCINATIONS IN DELHITOTAL Total | Vacant NOIDA
LAST 24 HOURS CASES HOSPITALBEDS 9,581 |9,443 May 15 | May16
5,776 19,00,735 | icusens 2222 121711 |cCases |12 |70
i Death:
PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 135 y Cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests eaths |0 0
ay15| 613 784 3 22,366 GURGAON
OXYGEN SUPPORT 48 May 16 377 910 1 11,198 Cases |241 166
IN THE CAPITAL  VENTILATORSUPPORT 6 | Total 173228 171871311 | 26,196 | 382.35,766
*Total active cases in Delhi Deaths |0 0

DJB RAISES ISSUE WITH HARYANA, IT SAYS SUPPLY BEING MAINTAINED

Yamuna runs dry, water supply

in capital to be hit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

WATER PRODUCTION at the
Chandrawal, Wazirabad and
Okhla water treatment plants
(WTPs) had fallen by around 25%
on Monday on account of de-
pleting water levels in the
Yamuna, according to the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB).

A statement from the DJB
stated that the water level at
the Wazirabad pond had fallen
to 669.40 ft, against a normal
level of around 674.50 ft. The
level at the pond has fallen fur-
ther from 671.80 ft on May 12.
The release of raw water from
Haryana had also reduced, ac-
cording to the statement.
Water supply is likely to be af-
fected from Tuesday morning
onwards till the pond level im-
proves.

The three WTPs together
produce around 230 MGD (mil-
lion gallons per day) — 90 MGD
from Chandrawal, 120 MGD
from Wazirabad and 20 MGD
from Okhla — out of the total of
around 921 MGD of water as of
March 2021, according to the
Economic Survey of Delhi.

Adisruption in production at
these three plants means that
supply to several parts of the city
will be disrupted. Supply is
likely to be hitin areas under the
New Delhi Municipal Council,
Delhi Cantt, Patel Nagar, Karol
Bagh, Civil Lines, Paharganj,

— BRIEFLY —
CitingSC
sedition order,

Sharjeel moves
HC for bail

New Delhi: JNU PhD stu-
dent Sharjeel Imam has
approached the Delhi
High Court with applica-
tions seeking interim bail
in two sedition cases
pending against him since
2019 and 2020, citing the
recent Supreme Courtor-
der on Section 124A IPC.
Hearing a challenge
against the provision, the
apex court on May 11
stayed the pending trials,
appeals and proceedings
under 124AIPC.

Fire at shelters
near new
Parliament
Building

New Delhi: Afire broke out
in two-three temporary
shelter rooms near the
new Parliament House
Monday afternoon. Fire
officials said labourers
working on the Central
Vistaredevelopment proj-
ect lived there. They said
they sent 5 fire tenders
and the blaze was doused
in an hour. No casualties
have been reported.

Manwho
demolished

H 3
neighbour’s
wallgets 45
daysinjail
New Delhi: Observing that
the “democratic fabric” of
society will suffer if re-
spect for judiciary is un-
dermined, the Delhi High
Court has sentenced a
contemnor to 45 days of
simple imprisonment for
demolishing the bound-
ary wall of a property in
Burari in violation of court
orders. The boundary wall
of the property belonging
to Nirmal Jindal in Burari
village was constructed in
December 2020 on the
basis of a court order
in a property dispute
case. The contemnor,
Shyam Sunder Tyagi, on
January 3 demolished the
wall.ENS
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Adried up Yamuna in the capital. Praveen Khanna

WTPsGETTING WATER
FROM YAMUNA*

(APPROX PRODUCTION )
Chandrawal 90 MGD
Wazirabad 120MGD
Okhla 20MGD
Haiderpur 200MGD
Nangloi 40MGD
Dwarka 50 MGD
Bawana 20MGD

(*from Wazirabad pond and
Western Yamuna Canal)

M According tothe
Economic Survey of Delhi,
the production as of March
2021 was around 921 MGD.
Estimated demand is 1,380
MGD, at the rate of 60
gallons per capita per day

B The DJB’'s summer action
plan hopes to achieve peak
production of around

998 MGD this year

Tughlakabad, Model Town,
Punjabi Bagh, Burari, Greater
Kailash, Kamla Nagar, Shakti
Nagar, Prahladpur, Jahangirpuri
and Moolchand.

“The river is dry and water
production at Chandrawal,
Wazirabad and Okhla has fallen
by around 25%-30%. The current
level of the Wazirabad pond,
which is around 669 ft, is the
lowest so far this year. The wa-

ter being released from
Haryanais less,” a senior official
of the DJB said.

“The quantity of water being
released is less, both directly into
the river and through the other
sources. Demand is higher in the
summer, and supply is now low
with the river drying up,” the of-
ficial added.

The DJB had written to the
Haryana Irrigation Department

FINISHING TOUCHES

Final work underway at the 1.36-km-long Pragati Maidan underpass, which is to be inaugurated by May-end. The tunnel is
being built beneath Pragati Maidan, starting from Purana Qila till the Ring Road. Amit Mehra

on May 12, requesting an addi-
tional 150 cusecs of water to be
released into the river. The
Carrier Lined Channel (CLC) and
Delhi Sub-Branch (DSB) bring
water to Delhi from Haryana.
When the DJB wrote to the
Haryana Irrigation Department
on May 3, it had noted that the
flow in the CLC was 563 cusecs
against a required flow of 683
cusecs. “We should be getting

from today

683 cusecs through the CLC and
330 cusecs through the DSB,
which is a total of around 1,013
cusecs. But we are now getting
only around 950 cusecs,” the of-
ficial said.

The DJB has written to the
Haryana Irrigation Department
thrice from April 30 onwards. In
response to the request for addi-
tional water, the DJB was in-
formed that the city’s share of
water is being released from
Haryana, the official added.

A senior official of the
Haryana Irrigation Department
said that temporary fluctua-
tions in the CLC and DSB could
be likely, but the required sup-
ply is being maintained. “The
fluctuation is only for a few
minutes before it is restored.
The issue is that demand has
grown in Delhi, but the share
decided by the Upper Yamuna
River Board has remained the
same. We don’t supply water
directly through the river route
now, we supply through the
CLCand DSB,” he said.

In 1994, a memorandum of
understanding was signed
among the states of Delhi,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, and Himachal
Pradesh on allocation of surface
flow of the river to these states.

In addition to the CLC and
DSB, the DJB depends on draw-
ing 120 cusecs from the river it-
self, which it can no longer use,
since the river is mostly dry, the
official said.

In some DU colleges, temporary switch
to online classes for first-year students

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

MORE THAN three months after
classes went offline in Delhi
University, some colleges have
moved classes back online for
first-year students as a ‘tempo-
rary measure’ while they conduct
offline classes for their fourth and
sixth semester students.
Because of the delay in ad-
missions for the last two years
owing to the pandemic, the ac-
ademic calendar in Delhi

University has been upset. As a
result, while second- and third-
year students are currently writ-
ing their fourth and sixth semes-
ter examinations respectively,
first-year students are only a
month into their second semes-
ter. With colleges in the midst of
conducting their first fully of-
fline examinations since the
start of the pandemic, they are
conducting examinations and
classes in their premises at the
same time, a circumstance that
has not arisen before as the aca-
demic calendar for all three

years is normally in sync.

While the University has not
taken any decision on the same,
some colleges have taken the de-
cision at their own end to move
classes for the second semester
students online till the examina-
tions are completed. Offline
classes had begun for all years
this February.

Stating that the college
would be conducting offline ex-
amination for its own students
as well as a large number of
School of Open Learning stu-
dents, Dyal Singh College had

notified that “considering the
Covid-19 precautions and to
maintain the necessary environ-
ment and sanctity for smooth
conduct of examinations, it was
decided unanimously in an ur-
gent meeting of all the Teacher-
In-Charges, held on 6th May,
2022 through Google meet,
that the classes (Theory and
Tutorials/Practicals) of semester
[I(first-year) students should be
conducted through online
mode/means during the entire
period of examinations from 9th
May - 7th June, 2022.”

MCD’s bulldozers will run
over 03 lakh people: Kejriwal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MAY 16

TARGETING THE anti-encroach-
ment drives held by the BJP-led
MCDs, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal Monday said the civic
body was planning to run bull-
dozers over 63 lakh people in the
city, making it the “biggest dem-
olition in Independent India”.
Kejriwal said he had told legisla-
tors from the AAP to stand by the
people, and protest against this
“gundagardi (hooliganism)”.

“In the last few weeks, we
have seen that the BJP-led MCD
isrunning bulldozers and it’s be-
ing said it will continue for the
next months. They're saying
they will remove all encroach-
ments, and illegal constructions
in Delhi. We are also against en-
croachments, we don’t want il-
legal constructions,” he said dur-
ing a virtual press conference.

“Inthelast 75 years, Delhi has
not been made ina planned way.
More than 80% of Delhi will
come under the bracket of ille-
gal construction or encroach-
ment. The question then arises,
will 80% of Delhi be demol-
ished?” said Kejriwal.

The Chief Minister said he
held a meeting of his party’s
MLAs on Monday: “I told them
evenif we have to go tojail, don’t
be scared. You need to stand by
the people. Running bulldozers
like this is not right. Doing dada-
giri, gundagardi is not okay.
Abusing your power is not okay.”

“Why are you running bull-
dozers over people? We will fix
Delhi. Like we have worked on
education, health, water, and
electricity, similarly, we will fix
encroachments too. But to de-
molish homes and shops by run-
ning bulldozers over them is not
right,” said Kejriwal.

The AAP chief said there was
also the question of how these
encroachments were being re-
moved: “Papers are not being
shown, nobody is being given a
chance. Theyjust take bulldozers
and reach any colony, and start
breaking anybody’s home or
shop. That man is standing with
papers in his hand, screaming,
pleading for mercy and asking
that his papers be considered.
But nobody is checking his pa-
pers, only bulldozers are being
run. This is not right.”

“Their plan is to break all
unauthorised colonies in Delhi

CM said he told AAP MLAs to
stand by the people, even if
they have to go tojail. P1/

where around 50 lakh people
stay. They also plan to break
down all jhuggis (slums) where
around 10 lakh people stay.
Apart from this, they have made
alist of 3 lakh properties where
people have gone beyond the
map, and added a balcony or an
extra room. Bulldozers will run
over 63 lakh people... This is not
right,” said Kejriwal.

Lashing out at the BJP, he said
that before the elections, they
had said they will give owner-
ship rights to those staying in
unauthorised colonies. “Before
the elections, they said they will
make houses where there are
jhuggis. Now after elections,
they have come to demolish
them all,” he said, adding that
“no one would tolerate” the lives
and livelihoods of 63 lakh being
ruined.

“In the last 15 years, the BJP
hasruled the MCD. In the last 15
years, they made more illegal en-
croachments and buildings, and
there are allegations they took
money for these. Now when
their term is over — their term
ends on May 18, it's May 16 to-
day, and only two days are left.
Do they have the constitutional
and legal power to take such a
big decision?” he said.

Kejriwal said elections
should be held and the new
MCD should take the decision.
“We give assurance to the peo-
ple that we will solve the issue
of encroachments, regularise
unauthorised colonies and make
them clean... We are making
houses for those living in jhuggis.
It's taking time,” said Kejriwal.

He said those who had made
“alterations” to their homes and
shops would be given a chance
to clearit.

CM: Kashmiri
Pandits not
safe in Kashmir
even today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
condemned the police action
against Kashmiri Pandits who
were protesting against the
killing of Rahul Bhat (35) in
Kashmir’s Budgam district and
demanded that the officers re-
sponsible be suspended.

Demanding that adequate se-
curity arrangements be made so
that Kashmiri Pandits, who wish
to return to the valley, can do so,
Kejriwal said, “A few days ago, a
government official, Rahul Bhat,
was killed. Some terrorists went
to his office, asked his name and
shot him dead. It seems they had
decided that they wanted to tar-
get a Kashmiri Pandit. Our Army
traced and killed two terrorists
within 24 hours. But the whole
country is worried that why
Kashmiri Pandits are not safe in
Kashmir even today. Many
Kashmiri Pandit youth were sent
to Kashmir under a special pack-
age. They wanted tolive and work
there peacefully... After this inci-
dent, they are scared. They were
protesting to express their anger
at the killing but they were
stopped. Tear gas shells were fired
and alathi charge was carried out
on protesters...This is not right.”

Bhat, a revenue department
official at the tehsil office in
Chadoora, was Kkilled on
Thursday. He was staying in a
government accommodation at
Sheikhpora village in Budgam
district with his wife and six-
year-old daughter.

Kejriwal had come under fire
from the BJPin March after he al-
leged that BJP leaders were
made to put up the posters of the
film, “The Kashmir Files, across
the country. He had called the
film ‘false’ and had said the film-
makers had exploited the
tragedy of the Kashmiri Pandit
exodus to mint money instead of
helping the community. The
Delhi government had refused
to make the movie free in Delhi,
and had instead asked the film-
makers to make it available for
free on YouTube.

Gurgaon: Employee at five-star
hotel, live-in partner found dead

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, MAY 16

AMAN and awoman, both aged
28, were found dead inside a
rented house in Gurgaon's
Sushant Lok on Monday. Police
said no suicide note was recov-
ered, and inquest proceedings
under CrPC Section 174 have
been initiated.

Police said they were still
probing if both had committed
suicide or the man had mur-
dered the woman and then
killed himself. Police said the
man worked as a chef at a five-
star hotel in Delhi, while the
woman worked with a food de-
livery chain in Gurgaon.

Police said the two, believed
to be living-in together, had been
staying there for the past 15
months, and hail from the same
locality in Delhi. The man was
married and his wife had gone
to Bhutan, where she hailed
from, during the pandemic. She
had returned to India recently.

Gurgaon Police said
the couple had been
staying in arented
house in Sushant Lok
for the past 15 months

Police said the incident was
reported to them at 11.30 am by
the man’s brother.

Poonam Hooda, SHO,
Sushant Lok police station, said,
“Prima facie, it is suspected that
the man killed the woman — ei-
ther by strangulation or giving
her a poisonous substance —and
then hanged himself. The exact
circumstances will be known af-
ter the post-mortem.”

Police said after the man did
not report for work for two
days, his employer contacted
his family to enquire. “The fam-
ily tried contacting him on his
phone, but there was no re-
sponse. The family was aware
he was staying in Gurgaon but

did not know the exact address
or that he was living with a
woman,” said a police officer,
requesting anonymity.

Police said his brother took
the address from his colleagues
and reached Gurgaon. “His
brother got in through the main
door after a neighbour entered
the access code. The door to the
house was not locked. He
pushed the door and saw his
brother hanging from a ceiling
fan, while the woman was found
lying on the bed in the room. He
thenreported the incident to po-
lice,” said SHO Hooda.

Police said the bodies ap-
peared to have been there for a
while. “The neighbours reported
that they had seen the victims
two days ago,” said the SHO.

DCP (East) Virender Vij said,
“No suicide note has been re-
covered and the respective fam-
ilies have not filed any com-
plaint. The reason is yet to be
ascertained. The bodies have
been sent to the mortuary for a
post-mortem.”

More people opting for third Covid dose since it was made free

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

THERE HAS been an increase in
the number of people taking the
third Covid precaution dose in
Delhi after the government made
it available for free across age
groups, with the number of pre-
caution doses administered over
the last one week crossing doses
one and two for the first time.
There were 3,036 precaution
doses administered till 7 pm on
Monday, which accounted for
over 73% of total doses adminis-
tered on the day. (The number of
shots administered is usually

lower on Sundays and holidays.)

The city administered just
under 87,000 precaution doses
over the last seven days, ac-
counting for over half of all doses
administered in Delhi over this
period. “There has definitely
been an increase in the number
of people taking the precaution
dose and there are two reasons
for it — one, it became available
to the younger group of those
between 18 and 45 years and
two, the Delhi government
made it free for all. The numbers,
of course, increased drastically
once it was made free,” said a
senior official from the New
Delhi district.
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So far, 9.65 lakh precaution
doses have been administered in
Delhi since it was started at the
beginning of the year. This, how-
ever, still accounts for a very
small proportion, only 6.4%, of
Delhi’s total 1.5 crore adult pop-
ulation. “Not all the people are
eligible to get the shots yet. There
has to be a minimum nine
months gap between the second
dose and the precaution dose.
The numbers will keep increas-
ing as more and more people be-
come eligible to get the third
dose,” said an official from the
West district.

The precaution dose was
opened for doctors, frontline

New Delhi

workers, and those over the age
of 60 years with co-morbidities
on January 10. It was later ex-
tended to all above 60 years of
age on March 16. It was opened
further for all adults, albeit on
payment, from April 10 on-
wards. By April 21, the Delhi gov-
ernment made the precaution
doses free.

The highest number of vac-
cination, over the last week, was
among those between the ages
of 18 to45 years, accounting for
nearly 38% of the total shots ad-
ministered. “The number of
shots has increased in this age
group mainly because of the
precaution dose; vaccination

had reached a saturation point
among this group because over
90% of adults in Delhi have been
fully immunised,” said the offi-
cial from the West district.

The New Delhi official said,
“The numbers have remained
low in the youngest population
— those between the ages of 12
and 14 years. Vaccination at gov-
ernment schools has been suc-
cessful, with nearly 90% of the
eligible children in the schools
where camps are held getting
the shot. However, the private
schools have been reluctant to
organise vaccination camps
even though the district does
everything.”
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TALENTED MR CM

LAST WEEK, a Parliamentary committee visiting Tripura was
innews over alleged misbehaviour of the son of aleading state
minister with a few members of the panel at a local five-star
hotel. But the trip produced some memorable moments, too.
In fact, the state government had organised a cultural event
for the MPs at the same hotel. The event was attended by state
ministers and senior BJP leaders, including Manik Saha, who
went on to take oath as the new chief minister four days later.

quipped one MP.

Saha, itis learnt, regaled the visiting MPs with Bengali songs.
"Little did we know that a future CM was sitting in our midst,"

GOOD GESTURE

THE LAW Department of Kerala University has received a do-
nation —a multi-volume treatise on the law of patents, which
costs four times the department’s budget for books. “Chisum
on Patents”, authored by Donald Chisum, is a 54-volume trea-
tise first published in 1978, and costs more than $15,000 (ap-
proximately Rs 12 lakh). The donation came from Attorney
General of India K K Venugopal. Venugopal also has a collec-
tion of rare books on a wide range of subjects — from religion
and mythology to travel — that he digitised two years ago,
granting access to everyone through a website..

LITTLE REPRESENTATION

WHILE THE Congress has criticised the NDA government at

the Centre over the recent killings of Kashmiri Pandits by mil-
itantsin the Valley, the party did not invite any Congress leader
from the community to the Chitan Shivir in Udaipur. The only
representatives from J&K were Tariq Hameed Karra, whois a
permanent invitee to CWC, and state Congress president
Ghulam Ahmed Mir. Ghulam Nabi Azad was presentasa CWC
member, and Vivek Tankha as a Rajya Sabha MP. One gets to
hear that AICC in-charge of J&IK, Rajni Patil, wanted to invite
one Kashmiri Pandit leader and had forwarded the name of
Deepika Singh Rajawat, who represented the victim's family
in Kathua rape case, but the proposal was not accepted.
Rajawat recently joined the Congress.

No police force, GPS to
demarcate boundaries for

K-Rail survey: Kerala govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY 16

AFTER A streak of clashes with
people and Opposition parties
over the last several months,
CPI(M)-led LDF government in
Kerala on Monday abandoned
laying of boundary stones using
coercive measures for social im-
pact assessment (SIA) survey for
the proposed semi-high-speed
corridor (Silverline project).

Instead, Kerala Rail
Development  Corporation
Limited (KRDCL) was told to de-
marcate the boundaries using GPS
survey, erect stones only withland
owners’ consent or fix the align-
ment by marking on permanent
structures.

Thisisamajor departure from
the earlier stand of the govern-
ment, which was determined to
fix boundary stones using police
force. In many places, the KRDCL
officials had by force stepped into
private properties to demarcate
the boundaries. In Kannur, CPI(M)
workers had flexed their muscle
against land owners who objected
to erecting boundary stones in
their property.

Experts in the civil infrastruc-
ture sector had also pointed out
thatboundary stones need notbe
erected for SIA survey.

With hindsight, the govern-
ment has climbed down fromthe
adamant stand. That shiftin stand
cameatatime abypoll was sched-

uled at Thrikkakara Assembly
constituency in Ernakulam dis-
trict. Both ruling CPI(M) and
Opposition Congress have de-
clared that the outcome of the by-
poll, whichwould be held on May
31, is a referendum on the pro-
posed project, especially since its
alignment passes through the
constituency.

Infact, since the bypoll was an-
nounced earlier this month, the
government had not ventured
with the yellow stones anywhere
inKerala, letalone at Thrikkakara.

The concern of the govern-
ment is tangible in the words of
CPI(M) central committee mem-
ber and LDF convener E P
Jayarajan, who told the media
that the government did not
want to create tension over the
survey. “The project would be
implemented, only the survey
method has been changed.”

However, Opposition Leader
V D Satheesan dubbed the gov-
ernment decision as a success of
their protest. “The government
should admit its mistake. All cases
registered against innocent peo-
ple should be withdrawn...”

BJPleader and Union Minister
of State for External Affairs V
Muraleedharan, who has been
leading party protest against the
project, said: “The government
has recoiled from laying the
boundary stones realising that the
project would not get the final nod
fromthe Centre... Thisis a strategic
retreat of the government at the

4,000 WHEAT TRUCKS STUCK AT PORT FROM MP

Hit by wheat export ban,
traders call mandi strike

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, MAY 16

REELING UNDER the impact of a
ban on wheat export imposed by
the Centre, traders’ associationsin
Madhya Pradesh have called a
two-day bandh of mandis, during
which traders across the state will
not participate in the auctioning
process of wheat.

This comes a day after
Gopaldas Aggarwal, president of
Sakhal Anaj Dalhan Tilhan Vyapari
Mahasangh Samittee, stated in a
letter to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that around 7,000 trucks
loaded with wheat had lined up
outside the Kandla and Mumbai
ports over the past 10 days.

Aggarwal pointed out that
from these 7,000 trucks, at least
4,000 trucks belonged to traders
from MP who have been hit badly
by the ban.

Madhya Pradesh is the only
state where wheat production has
not been affected by the heat-
wave, which has left farmers with
shrivelled grains in other states.

The Centre, through anotifica-
tion on May 13, had banned ex-
portof wheat, moving all kinds of
wheat from “free” to “prohibited”
category. It has only allowed two
kinds of export: those granted
permission for export to countries
tomeet their food security needs,
and contracted exports against
whichirrevocable letter of credits

Jagan releases first tranche of farm
welfare scheme, lashes out at rivals

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, MAY 16

AMIDST Awar of words with the
Telugu Desam Party and theJana
Sena Party over farm issues,
AndhraPradesh Chief Minister Y
SJagan Mohan Reddy released Rs
3,758 crore as the first tranche
this year of the financial assis-
tance under the ‘YSR Rythu
Bharosa’ scheme for farmers.
Benefitting over 50 lakh

Biological E
slashes price for
its Covid vaccine

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

AFTER COVAXIN and Covishield,
the Hyderabad-based vaccine
manufacturer Biological E
dropped the prices of its Covid-
19vaccine toRs 250 per dose (in-
cluding GST). After accounting
for Rs 150 to be charged by the
health centres for their services,
the end users will pay Rs 400 per
dose of Corbevax, the company
said. The market price (including
GST and hospital charges) stood
at 990 per dose.

“BE has lowered the price of
its vaccine with the aim of mak-
ing it more affordable and helpin-
crease the reach to protect maxi-
mum number of children against
the virus. The decision comes
within weeks of Biological E.
Limited received Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA) for children
between 5 and 12 years of age,”
the company said in a statement.

This is the cost to people
when administered at private
centres. The vaccine is still avail-
able free of cost at government
centres through the Centre’s
vaccination programme. It is
currently being used for chil-
dren between the ages of 12 and
14 years.

were issued on or before May 13.

Aggarwal said many traders
whose trucks were stuck at
Kandla portin Gujarat were meet-
ing demands raised by exporters.
“The traders had no knowledge
whether the exporter concerned
had the Letter of Credit,” he said.
“This sudden ban will be a crush-
ing blow to them. We want the
government to make arrange-
ments for such traders.”

A delegation of traders’ asso-
ciation headed by Aggarwal, met
state Agriculture Minister Kamal
Patel on Monday and raised their
demands.

Nimish Aggarwal, president of
traders' association at Ujjain
mandi, said: “Notrader across the
state will participate in auctioning
for the next two days. We want
farmers torealise that the sudden
ban s a crushing blow to traders,
asaresult of which we can'tafford
to give them high rates. We will
face losses to the tune of nealy Rs
1lakh per truck.”

Farmers, meanwhile, are brac-
ing forasteepdropinwheatrates
once mandis start operations.
Rates dropping much below MSP
will leave farmers with little op-
tions but to sell their produce to
the state government at MSPof Rs
2,015.Mukesh Bangdwa, who had
sown wheat over 20 acres, is still
left with 200 quintals of the 400
quintals from his total production
this year. Bangdwa had sold 200
quintals at Rs 2,125 per quintal at

farmers in the state, the welfare
scheme offersRs 13,500 per year
in three installments to each
farmer, with Rs 6,000 borne out
of the central government’s PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi.

Releasing the firstinstallment
of Rs 5,500 per farmer, Reddy
said it showed his government’s
commitment to farmers' welfare
asthe payment was made “even
before the Kharif season starts”.

The remaining portion (Rs
2,000) will be disbursed by the

the mandi soon after harvest. But
after the banimposed by the gov-
ernment, he said the rate is Rs
1,850 per quintal for the same type
of wheat. “Wheat whichIsold for
Rs 2,125 was of relatively poor
quality with high moisture con-
tent.Thad stocked up the remain-
ing200 quintals and gotit cleaned
and dried, hoping togetatleastRs
2,500 per quintal with improved
quality but that seems impossible.
[will sufferaloss of anywhere be-
tween Rs 75,000 and Rs 1.5 lakh
due to the ban,” Bangdwa said.

Agriculture Minister Kamal
Patel said about 40 lakh metric
tonnes of wheat were procuredin
the name of exports but only 10-
12 lakh metric tonnes have
reached the port for export. “This
shows there is hoarding by mid-
dlemen. It's notacomplete banon
wheat export; traders can con-
tinue to supply to countries (that
need toimport)to meet their food
security demands with properap-
provaland letter of credit,” he said.

He also hinted at a possible
implementation of a stock limit to
avoid hoarding.

Farm leader Shiv Kumar
Sharma 'Kakkaji' accused the gov-
ernment of changing its policy to
suit private players and said that
“the government has two years'
worth of stock and still has
banned export.” Anil Yadav, state
president, Bhartiya Kisan Union,
accused the government of in-
dulging in vote bank politics.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Governor Anandiben Patel welcome
Prime Minister Narendra Modi upon his arrival in Lucknow on Monday. Vishal Srivastav

PM to Yogi ministers: Manage
time better, focus on ‘karya’ first

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, MAY 16

AS PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi made a stopover in
Lucknow on Monday while re-
turning from Lumbini in Nepal,
he met the ministers of the Uttar
Pradesh government and held a
free-wheeling conversation with
them, according to sources.

A month into his second
term, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath welcomed PM Modi
at his official residence in
Lucknow, where he was joined
by his entire council of ministers.

During his three and a half-
hour-long discussion with the

ministers, the PM gave them les-
sons in governance and time
management. Sources said
Modi asked them to differenti-
ate between “karya” (work) and
“karyakaram” (events and pro-
grammes), telling them to focus

n “karya” first and then on
“karyakaram”.

“It was a very informal dis-
cussion. The Prime Minister was
giving us lessons on better gov-
ernance. At first, the ministers
were seated at a distance from
the PM and CM Adityanath. But
after he arrived, the PM asked us
to pull our chairs closer. The dis-
cussion began and he asked us
about our experiences during
field visits,” said a minister.

Sources said the Prime
Minister also told the ministers to
not indulge themselves in trans-
fer and postings of officers, and
advised them to develop a better
relationship with officials by
holding informal discussions fora
better understanding of issues.

Sources said while talking
about managing time properly,
the Prime Minister advised them
toread about Benjamin Franklin.

Later in the evening, the PM
tweeted: “Had an extensive in-
teraction with the Council of
Ministers of the Uttar Pradesh
government. We discussed a
wide range of subjects relating to
furthering good governance and
‘Ease of Living’ for the citizens.”

Centre by May end, he added.
The CM said while another pay-
mentwillbe made in October,Rs
2,000 will be credited into their
accounts in January.

Slamming Naidu, he said TDP
leaders and allies had no “moral
right” to talk on farmer issues.
Countering Reddy, TDPleader, N
Lokesh Naidu said people were
fed up: “The CM is not in a posi-
tion to tell what he has done to
meet the growing irrigation
needs of farmers...”

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to bring to the notice of all concerned that S.
Kuldip Singh, S. Swinder Singh, Sardar
Gursharan Singh all S/o Sh. Mohan Singh
(recorded lessee) R/o property No. IlI/5/51, Sy.
No. 52/2 Shastri Bazar, Delhi Cantt have
requested to the office of Delhi Cantonment
Board for mutation & transfer of lease hold rights
in respect of property No. 111/5/51 comprising of
Survey No. 52/2 Shastri Bazar, Delhi Cantt, being
legal heirs of the recorded lessee, to the extened
of the rights of the recorded lessee. The
ownership of the land vests in Govt. of India,
Ministry of Defence. If any person has objection
to the mutation of above property/transfer of
lease hold rights in favour of above applications,
may file his/her objections within 30 days of the
publication of this notice to the undersigned with
documentary proof in support of his/her objection,
failing which the matter shall be referred to the
competent authorities for consideration and
taking appropriate decision as per law.
Sd/-
Chief Executive officer
Delhi Contonment Board
Tele:- 011-25693837, 011-25695450

_—

» Bhalukpong

Tender No. : CIRNYGOODSFACILTIESBHNG
Earnest Money- 7 2,15, 700-

ﬁ' Naharlagun
Tender No. : CARNYGOODSFACILITIESHMHLN
Earnest Monay: £ 2,37, 70M-

*D- Harmuti
Tender No. : CORNYGOODSFACILTIES HMY
Earnest Money: T 2,51,000-
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SERYIMNG CUusSTOMERS WITH A SHMILE

E-AUCTION ON 22.06.2022 AT 11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified for the information of public that Bharat Hotels /
Bharat Hotels Ltd. O/at. New Delhi are the legal owners of the plan
sanctioned Property at Wadgaonsheri, Nagar Road having Survey
No. 32/4/1/1/2/2 admeasuring 0 H. 18.50 Are, Revenue 44 paise
and Survey No. 32/4/1/2 admeasuring 0 H. 5.92 Are, Revenue 14
paise & road widening area of 1408 sq.mtrs. i.e. Totally
admeasuring 3850 sq.mtrs. & construction thereon. The said Land
Owners have agreed to sell the Scheduled Property to my client &
accepted a part payment against the same and represented to be the
only legal owners, and that the same is clear from any rights,
disputes, litigations, charge, encumbrances, etc, whatsoever.
THUS ALL PERSONS including individuals, Hindu undivided family,
companies, banks (except Yes Bank Loan), financial institution(s),
non-banking financial institution(s), firms, association of persons ora
body of individuals, whether incorporated or not, lenders and/or
creditors having any benefits, objection, demand, claim, right, title
and/or interest in respect of Scheduled Property or any part or
portion thereof, by way of sale, exchange, mortgage, pledge, charge,
gift, trust, inheritance, succession, family arrangement/ settlement,
bequest, possession, lease, tenancy, maintenance, easement,
memorandum of understanding, license, share, assignment, lien,
attachment, development rights, partnership, right of way, lis-
pendence, decree or order of any judicial/quasi-judicial authority,
reservation, contracts/ agreement, power of attorney, option, FSI
consumption, right of first refusal, pre-emption or any liability or
commitment or otherwise of any nature whatsoever are hereby
requested to inform the same in writing, supported with the original
documents, to the undersigned at the address mentioned below
within a period of 14 (fourteen) days from the date of the publication
of this notice, failing which, the claim or right, if any, of such person or
persons shall be considered to have been waived and/or abandoned
and my client shall proceed to complete the transaction with the said
Land Owners.

SCHEDULED PROPERTY
All that piece and parcel of Sanctioned plan property at Village
Wadgaonsheri, Nagar Road having Survey No. 32/4/1/1/2/2,
admeasuring 0 H. 18.50 Are, Revenue 44 paise and Survey No.
32/4/1/2, admeasuring 0 H. 5.92 Are, Revenue 14 paise & road
widening area of 1408 sq.mtrs. Totally admeasuring 3850 sq.mtrs
& construction thereon within the limits of Pune Municipal
Corporation, District Pune, which is bounded as under:
Onortowards East : By 18 meterwide road
Onortowards West : By IBIS Hotel, Nagar Road , Pune
Onortowards South : ByPune Nagar Road
Onortowards North : By Open Plotbearing Sr.No. 32/3A/1, SrNo.

32/3A/2 and Sr. No 32/3A/3B

Together with right to either claim compensation or claim building
potential, arising out of area. going under proposed past, present or
future road widening, and all appurtenant and easementory rights

arising thereof.
Pune, Date - 16/05/2022 VINOD KULKARNI AD.,
Shop No. 127, Jai Ganesh Vishwa,
Vishrantwadi, Pune 411015 Mobile No. 9371015672

EXPRESS

Careers

INSTITUTE OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT,

CATERING TECHNOLOGY &
APPLIED NUTRITION,
(An Autonomous organizationunder Ministry of Tourism ,
Govt.of India) Veer Savarkar Marg, Dadar (W). Mumbai - 400 028
Website: www.ihmctan.edu Ph. 24457241/42

RECRUITMENT
Applications are invited for the following posts;
Sr.| Name of | No. of | Basic Category Age
No| the post Post Pay
1 | Librarian 1 35400 | General | VO €xceeding
30 years.

For Essential qualification, experience and other details, please

time of the byelection.” |

Corporate Office : 254-260,

Avai Shanmugam, Salai, visit website www.ihmctan.edu. Application should strictly reach

on or before 02.06.2022. The Competent authority reserves all
rights to cancel/ republish the advertisement without assigning any
reason. Detailed Advt is available on website.

PRINCIPAL

. X —
TR fewte Sk afdas a'léﬂaé Z;Im : A
RESERVE BANK OF INDIA SERVICES BOARD, MUMBAI [kt

UNDER SARFAESI ACT 2002 "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS, AS IS WHAT IS BASIS"
through E-auction platform provided at the website https"//bankeauctions.com Roya Pettah, Chennai-600014
Zonal Office : Om Shanti Complex,

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES Opposite Zila School, Muzaffarpur-842002

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in
particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic/Physical
Possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "As
is whatis" and "Whatever there is" on 22.06.2022 for recovery as follows.

_ IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
Got. of India Underta //lll

Website: www ircon.org CIN-L452030L197GGOI008171
e-Tender No. IRCON/2053/TN/SHM/CA, P & R/2022/87 Dated: 17/05/2022
e-Tender for and on behalf of South Eastern Railway is invited from bidders
meeting qualifying requirements for the work of “Construction of Circulating

area, Parking area and Roads in front of Station Building upto Ganga end at | . Amount | R Pri
Shalimar Station in Howrah District for South Eastern Railway in West Bengal”. Sl. Description of the property Name of the Name of of Secured [T o CC o 5 LRV
a 2 No. Borrower(s) & Address Guarantor/ Mortgagor Debt | -EMD Amount |55 £ ¢ www.rbi.org.in Advt. No. 1/2022-23
Estimated Cost of the work Rs.8,95,29,989/- (Inclusive all Property 1. Sale Deed No. 3065 dated- 13.05.1965, | 1.M/S Ashok Pooja Construction Pvt.|1. Sri Ramakant Mishra (Guarantor -9 LastDate &Time |3 ¢ 33 o
H . . - N . ., - . . 1 1 u el we|0 i 1 i T T il H i
applicable Taxes and GST). 1. | Khata No-399. Khesra No.2096, Boundary : North I\Llltd’h ‘B‘;,"m”cz- Séi Ashok Ksl/,msar CumMortgagor), S/o Banka Mishra 8 £ § ) 2 of Submission of EMD| .'!&g &= 1. Applications are invited for recruitment to following posts in the Reserve Bank of India.
" Ri P B N . i irect tor), i ’ ©=wT o Aucti i i
Last Date & Time 9fe Blld.Submlslsmn 31.05.2022 upto 17.00 Hrs. M’\ilsuﬁzf";:lo-pJearf;;klegggzvg::;-ugj West : Doma R;Sm;;m'ﬁi‘;ﬁr; G o o Sl At Vill +PO- Nagdaha,PS-Malahi East gz8ge E-Auction Date & Time S. NoJ Posts [ Vacancies
For further details, visit website https://etenders.gov.infeprocure/app. 13.05.1965, Khata No-403, Khesra No.2095, |Mishra (Director Cum Guarantor), S/0 Sri| Champaran-845421 S8 59 % sl Panel Year 2021
Corrigendum, if any, would be hosted only on the website. Boundary : North : Nara & Road, South : Nij, East : [Ramakant_Mishra All are At Vil +PO- =2 guw [Rs.3.49,900 3|5 1 | Curatorin Grade A 01
’ ’ i g i Nagdaha,PS-Malahi,East Champaran- ® £ © 05 |Date 20.06.2022 S uratorin Grade
General Manager/East Nij, West :Khakhan Mishra. All that part & parcel of 845421 0O e 11 AM to 3 PM = 5 Architecton fullf tract o1
. w8 som o 2| 8
378 Prantik Pally, Kasba, Kolkata-700107 the property consisting mortgage assets situated at Vill-Nagdaha,Thana-Govindgan] at present Malahi Tauj No. 957,Thana No. 68, ¥ & 2 Date 22.06.2022| £ | @ .I’C le,c Of.] utlime contrac
© = = Uy
Motihari,East Champaran-845421 Total Area-5 Katha 7 Dhur. 11AMto3PM |&| 2 3 | Fire Officerin Grade'A' 01
. IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 2. | Property Sale Deed No. 2631 dated- 17.02.2016,| 1.Mjs Ramna Construction (Borrower/| 1.ShriArjun Singh (Partner/Guarantor), Sio-| 35 ¢ Rs.76,57,000 2. For all other details such as eligibility criteria, reservation of vacancies, scheme of selection,
(A Govt. of India Undertaking) V//////4 Khata No-75, Khesra No.310, Thana No.-106,Taujif Firm),2. Shri Arjun Singh (Partner/| sii Rameshwar Pd. 2.Smt. Renu Singh| & 2% 5l & submission of on-line application and other instructions, please refer to the detailed
Websntewwwwcon org CIN-L45203DL1976G0I008171 No.-644 Area 5.80 decimal, Boundary : North :| Guarantor), S/o-Sri Rameshwar Pd. 3.Smt.| (partner/Guarantor Cum  Mortgagor),Wio-| S 5 & @ Rs.7,65,700 3| 2 advertisement to be published on the Bank's website (www.rbi.org.in) on May 23, 2022
E-Procurement Notice (National Competitive Bidding) Mustari & Anil Dubey South : Road 8 Feet Wide,| Renu Singh (Partner/ Guarantor Cum| gpri Afun Singh 3.Shri Yuvraj Singh| 2 £ § 2 2 [Date 20.06.2022| 8| 8 dinthe Empl tNews/ Rozgar Samachar issue dated M vl gdgz/s b ti
e-Tender No. IRCON/2052/TN/SRC/ELECT/OHE Mod./2022/86  Date: 14/05/2022 East : Late Bhagrashan Devi, West : Jay Prakash| Mortgagor), Wio-Shri Arjun Singh 4.Shri| (pancrr Guarantor), S/o-Shri Arun Singh| = £ & & " AMI S:PM = andinthe Employment News/ Rozgar Samachar issue dated May 21, ubsequentissue.
e-Tender for and on behalf of South Eastern Railway is invited from bidders Narayan. Mortgage land & building ~situated at| Yuvraj Singh (Partner/Guarantor), S/o- " o' ot \ward No. 25,Near Durga Qg 24 o =B Candidates can apply for these posts only by online mode through the Bank's website.
meeting qualifying requirements for the work of “Design, Supply, Installation, Tarkulwa (New name-New Chandmari),Near| gh” Arjun Singh All are at Ward No. Mandir,New Chandmari,East Champaran-| = g%” Date 22.06.2022 'E = 3. IMPORTANT DATES:
Testing & Commissioning of 25 kV, AC, 50 Hz, Single Phase Railway Electrification Popular School PS-Banjariya,Motihari,East| 22Near Durga Mandir, New Chandmari, o' - 823 11AMto3PM |2 ' —
Modification Works at Santragachi Railway Station under Santragachi Station Champaran-845401 East Champaran - 845401 Online Application Link:
Development Project of South Eastem Railway”. Branch Address & Contact No. Motihari-ll Branch, , Mob : 9560249394 Opening of website link for online application submission by the applicants | May 23, 2022
Estimated Cost of the work Rs.1,38,04,117.22 (inclusive of all applicable Bidders are advised to visit the website (Wwww.mstcecommerce.com) of our e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd. to participate in online bid. Technical Assistance Please Closing date of onli licati bmissi J 13' 2022
Taxes & GST) call MSTC Help Desk No. 033-22901004 and other help line numbers available in service providers help desk. For Registration status with MSTC Ltd., Please contact 0Sing date of online application SUbMISSion une 15,
Earnest Money Deposit Rs.2,38,500.00 ibapiop@mstcecommerce.com and for EMD status please contact ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com. For Property details and photograph of the property and auction terms Online Examination for Fire Officer in Grade 'A' July 09, 2022
Last Date & Time of e-Bid Submission|03/06/2022 upto 15.00 Hrs. and conditions please visit : https://ibapi.in and for clarifiations related to this portal. Please contact help line number 18001025026 and 011-41106131 Note : This is also NOTE: Corrigendum, if any, issued on the above advertisement, will be published only on the
For further details, visit website https://fetenders.gov.infeprocurefapp. anotice to the borrower/guarantors/mortgagors of the above said loan about holding of this sale on the above mentioned date and other details. ) f S - B ) f } - s
Corrigendum, if any, would be hosted only on the website. General Manager/East Place : East Champaran Sd/- Authorised Officer Bank's website. (Hindi version of this advertisement will be available in Dainik Jagran, Dainik
378 Prantik Pally, Kasba, Kolkata-700107 Date : 16.05.2022 Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) Bhaskar, Rajasthan Patrika and NavbharatT|mes)
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Plea seeks Mathura mosque survey ‘on Gyanvapilines’ China building infra
. near Arunachal

border, says Army

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, MAY 16

WHILE ALL eyes are on the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple-Gyanvapi
Mosque complex in Varanasi, a
similar petition seeking videog-
raphy of the Shahi Idgah Masjid
adjacent to Krishnajanmabhoomi
was recently moved in a local
Mathura court.

The application seeks an ad-
vocate commissioner for assess-
ment of the site “on the lines of
(the) Gyanvapi mosque”, to de-
termine “existence of Hindu
artefacts and ancient religious
inscriptions on the mosque
premises”.

The application was filed in
the court of Civil Judge (Senior
Division), Mathura, a day after
the Allahabad High Court di-
rected it to dispose of all cases re-
lated to the Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah

Masjid dispute within four
months.

On May 12, while disposing
of a petition filed by Bhagwan
Shri Krishna Virajman And
Another, the High Court said:
“The Civil Judge (Senior
Division), Mathura, is directed to
decide the aforesaid applications
expeditiously, preferably within
aperiod of four months from the
date a certified copy of this order
is produced before him, and after
giving an opportunity of hearing
to the affected parties....”

The High Court also stated in
its order: “It is clarified that the
court has not expressed any
opinion either regarding the
maintainability of the case or the
merits of claim made by the pe-
titioner.”

The next day, May 13, an ap-
plication was moved in the court
of Civil Judge (Senior Division),
Mathura, seeking appointment
of an advocate commissioner to

Assam coordinator
on NRC: Final list
not published yet

TORAAGARWALA,
GUWAHATI, MAY 16

DAYS AFTER a Foreigners’ Tribunal
(FT) member wrote to the
National Register of Citizens (NRC)
Assam coordinator HD Sarma
asking him not to interfere with
the functioning of the tribunals
while insisting the final NRC had
already been published, the latter
doubled down on his stance.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Sarma said he has not received
the letter yet and will respond
accordingly when he does.

He, however, reiterated his
stance that only the Registrar
General of India’s office was au-
thorised to publish the final NRC
and that it had not done so yet.
“The FTs’ duty is to examine the
evidence and then pass their
opinion, but sometimes if they
find the name on the NRC then
they declare the person as
‘Indian’. They should look atitin-
dependently (of NRC),” he said.

In September 2021,an FT de-
clared a man Indian, while ob-
serving that his family members
were part of the NRC, whichit re-
ferred to as the “final NRC”.

On April 18, Sarma had writ-
ten to the FTs in the state urging
themnottorelyonthe NRCtoad-
judicate citizenship cases as “the
final NRCis yet to be published”.

“It may be noted here that
there are large number of errors
due to wrong data entry and er-
roneous process adopted in the
NRC updation which has been

The curious
@ caseofNRC

EXPLAINED

EVER SINCE it was pub-
lished on August 31,2019,
Assam’s NRC — which left
out 19 lakh people — has
beeninlimbo.In 2021,
state coordinator HD
Sarma submitted an affi-
davit to the Gauhati High
Court, referring to the
August 31 list as a ‘supple-
mentary’ list and not the
‘final NRC and soughta
re-verification. The Assam
government, too, has not
accepted the list as final,
and is currently pushing
fora “corrected” NRC.

mentioned in the 1A filed by the
undersigned before the
Supreme Court and the matter is
yet to be heard,” he wrote.

On May 10, an FT member,
whodid not want to be identified,
wrote to Sarma asking him to
withdraw the letter asit “amounts
to interference in administration
of justice”. The claim that the NRC
was not final, the FT member said,
was in “direct contrast with the
available recordsand orders of the
Supreme Court which may attract
contempt of court.” The member
also cited a 2019 press commu-
nique by former state coordina-
tor Prateek Hajela which de-
scribed the NRC as the final NRC.

The Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah Masjid
complex in Mathura. Express Archives

carry out inspection of the Shahi
Idgah Masjid.

Petitioner Manish Yadav,
who had earlier filed an applica-
tion in the High Court for early
disposal of petitions connected
with the disputed Mathura site,
told The Indian Express: “I re-
quested the Mathura court to ap-
point a senior advocate, an ad-
vocate commissioner, and get a
video survey done of ShahiIdgah

immediately, because there are
still remains of Hindu religion in-
side the mosque. These are im-
portant facts, and the Opposition
can remove or delete them. The
court is likely to take up my ap-
plication on July 1.”

National president of an out-
fit called the Narayani Sena,
Yadav said he had moved the
high court as petitions were
pending, including ones seeking

a survey of the site by the
Archeological Survey of India
and a direction to stop any con-
struction at the site.

Earlier, an advocate named
Mahendra Pratap Singh had filed
an application in the same civil
court seeking thata commission
be appointed to survey the
mosque.

Advocate Tanveer Khan, who
is representing the Shahi Idgah
Masjid, said they were waiting
for the July 1 hearing of the four
petitions pending in connection
with the disputed site.

Meanwhile, the District
Judge Court, Mathura, is likely to
soon pronounce its judgment on
the maintainability of a civil suit
seeking removal of the mosque,
claiming it was built on Krishna
Janmabhoomi, the birthplace of
Lord Krishna. The suit was filed
two years ago by the 'Deity and
the Janmasthan (birthplace) and
'next friend' Ranjana Agnihotri,

Rahul Gandhi offers prayers at Hari Mandir in Beneshwar Dham, along with Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot (right), near Banswara on Monday. P11

How are we without any ideology,
regional parties question Rahul

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MAY 16

ITISTIME the Congress reconciled
with the reality that it no longer
dominates the Opposition space,
political parties said Monday in a
sharpreaction to Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's statement, at the
party Chintan Shivir the day be-
fore, that regional counterparts
“lack the ideology” to take on the
BJPand RSS.

At a time when regional par-
ties have held the BJP backin sev-
eral states, even as the Congress
has failed, one of its own allies,
the JMM, said: “It is Rahul
Gandhi's self-assessment and he
isentitled to his opinion, but who
gave him the authority to com-
ment on ideology? How are we
running the party without any
ideology?”

The JMM and Congress run a

BJP’s ‘parivarvaad’ veto may thwart
BSY son’s chance of becoming MLC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, MAY 16

HIS RISE may have been quick
enough for him to be seen as his
father’s political successor, but B
Y Vijayendra may have to wait
for a stint in the Legislature.
Vijayendra’s name wasamong
the 15 discussed at the BJP's core
committee meeting last week as
possible candidates for the June 3
Legislative Council polls. The
meeting was chaired by BJP
Karnataka incharge Arun Singh.
Vijayendra’s father, former CM B
S Yediyurappa was also present.
However, The Indian Express

Less than

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, MAY 16

RAHULBHAT, who was shot dead
by militants in Budgam on May
11, was working under a Prime
Minister employment package
for migrant Kashmiri Pandits. Of
the total 6,000 posts provided for
Pandit migrants under the
scheme, a total of 5,928 are filled
up. No more than 1,037 of them
live in secure accommodations.
The remaining are compelled
to rent quarters outside the se-
cure zones meant for them. They
also travel long distances without
security,onadaily basis, forwork.
The Valley has been seeing
protests by Kashmiri Pandits re-
garding their security following
Bhat's killing. A Revenue

BY Vijayendra

has learnt, the state unit is likely
not to deliberate further on his
candidature as they expect the
central leadership to reject it.

Since Yediyurappa’s ouster in
2021, Vijayendra, the vice-presi-
dent of the BJP’s state unit, has
widely been seen as his father’s
political heir; with speculation of
late he will stake claim to the
Lingayat strongman’s legacy. He
has, however, never been given
aticket by the BJP.

Proposing Vijayendra’s name
as an MLC candidate is seen by
many as an effort by
Yediyurappa loyalists to bring his
son into the state cabinet. That,
however, may not exactly prove
to be a boon. A source told The
Indian Express: “Although the
name was proposed it may not
be pressed for, given the party’s
stand on issues like parivarvaad
(dynastic politics) which has
been raised by PM Modi and
other central leaders.”

Another source said many in
theBJP also fear giving Vijayendra
an MLC berth and then possibly a
ministry could create a new
power centre in Karnataka unit.

coalition government in
Jharkhand. Party spokesperson
Supriyo Bhattacharya said: “The
fact remains that it is these re-
gional parties on which the
Congress is dependent for a fight
or a win, be it the ]MM in
Jharkhand or the RJD in Bihar.”

The RJD, another Congress
ally, also called Rahul's statement
“unfortunate”. Leaders of ally
DMK preferred not to comment.

The TMC and AAP, which
have dealt the BJP more than one
defeat, were more blunt. TMC
Rajya Sabha MP Sushmita Dev
said: “We are not contesting
every seat, but the BJP is strong
wherever the Congress is the pri-
mary opposition...in that sense,
the BJP is happy to have the
Congress as a national party,”
Dev, who quit the Congress in
August last year, said.

Former ally Samajwadi Party
said it was worth pondering that

if the Congress was the alterna-
tive to the BJP, why wasn'tit being
seenasone. “The factis that with-
out regional parties, no govern-
ment is possible even at the
Centre,” SP leader Rajendra
Chaudhary said told The Indian
Express.

National Conference vice-
president Omar Abdullah said:
“At a time when the Congress
needs regional parties, it should
not attack them. It should focus
on attacking the BJP.”

“What is national and re-
gional? For years, the Congress
has been a junior partner to par-
ties like the SP, DMK," AAP Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh said.

BJD spokesperson Lenin
Mohanty said: "The results that
regional parties have been show-
ingin their respective states is ev-
idence enough of the efficacy of
these parties.” FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

a Lucknow resident, and others.

The petitioners have also
sought cancellation of acompro-
mise decree between the gov-
erning body of the temple com-
plex and the management trust
of the mosque in 1968. The peti-
tioners claim that the agreement
between the Shree Krishna
Janmasthan Seva Sangh,
Mathura, and the mosque trust
was “illegal and void ab initio (not
legally binding)” as the land was
vested in another trust, Shree
Krishna Janmabhoomi Trust, and
the Seva Sangh was not autho-
rised to act on its behalf.

Advocate Tanveer Khan said
the civil court had rejected this
pleain 2020, after which the pe-
titioners had filed an appeal. “I
argued that the petitioners are
neither the Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi Trust nor Shri
Krishna Janambhoomi Sewa
Sangh, so their petition should
be rejected.”

BJP is dividing
India, Congress
taking everyone
along: Rahul

Jaipur: In his first public address
after the three-day Chintan
Shivir in Udaipur, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Monday
reiterated that it is a fight be-
tween two ideologies with BJP
working to divide India while
Congress takes everyone along.

“Itis a fight between two ide-
ologies. On one hand, there is
Congress ideology, which says
that you have to take everyone
along, torespect everyone, and to
protect everyone’s history and
culture. On the other hand, BJP di-
vides people,and crushes and sti-
fles; and it stifles and erases adiva-
sis' history and culture. This battle
isgoingoninIndia,” Rahul said at
arally in Banswara, Rajasthan.

“We help the weak, they help
the select big industrialists,” he
said, adding, “BJP wants to create
two Indias. One for the rich, for 2-
3 bigindustrialists, and other for
the poor, adivasis, dalits, and the
backwards. We don’t want two
Indias, we want a single nation
where everyone gets an oppor-
tunity to fulfil their dream.”

He said that BJP has de-
stroyed the economy with its
policies. “BJP has attacked our
economy. The Prime Minister
implemented demonetisation,
and imposed the wrong GST.
This destroyed our economy,
while UPA had strengthened it,”
he said.

“You know the situation of
today’s India. Every youth knows
that they can’t get employment
inIndia. Youall can see the price
rise and it keeps on increasing,”
he said. ENS

Centre to HC: Plea seeking live relay of
same-sex case hearings for sympathy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

OPPOSING AN application seek-
inglive streaming of proceedings
inthe petitions seeking legalisa-
tion of same-sex marriages in
India, the Centre has told the
Delhi High Court that the plea
was “aimed at creation of a dra-
matic impression of the pro-
ceedings and to win sympathy”.

The governmentalso said that
neither there is violation of any
fundamental rightinvolved in the
case nor it is a matter of national
importance. Majority of the Indian
population is “not very much af-

fected” by the case, it said. “The
purpose of the applicant appears
tobe malafide as heis tryingtoget
unnecessary publicity,” the Centre
said inits reply.

The court in November 2021
had sought Centre’s response on
the plea for live streaming of pro-
ceedingsinthe case. Atleast eight
petitions are pending, seeking le-
galisation of same-sex marriages
under the Hindu Marriage Act, the
Special Marriage Act, the Foreign
Marriage Act, and a declaration
that the right to legal recognition
of asame-sex marriage is the fun-
damental right under Articles 14,
15,19 and 21 irrespective of a per-
son’s gender, sex or sexual orien-

tation.

Senior Advocate Neeraj Kishan
Kaul, representing petitioners in
one of the pleas, had submitted
that the issue concerns about 7-8
percent of the population andlive
streaming should be permitted.

Seeking dismissal of the peti-
tions seeking legalisation of
same-sex marriages, the Centre
in February 2021 had argued
that a marriage in India neces-
sarily depends upon “age-old
customs, rituals, practices, cul-
tural ethos and societal values”.
Italso said that there exists a “le-
gitimate state interest” in limit-
ing the recognition of marriage
to persons of opposite sexes only.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI, MAY 16

CHINA'S PEOPLE'S Liberation
Army (PLA) is engaged in infra-
structure capacity enhancement
across the international border
in Arunachal Pradesh, the Indian
Army’s Eastern Command chief
said Monday.

General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief of the Eastern Command,
Lt General RPKalita, however, said
theIndiansideis also continuously
upgradingitsinfrastructureand ca-
pabilities to deal withany situation
that may arise along the border.

“Across the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)in the Tibet region,
a lot of infrastructure develop-
ment is going on. The other side
is constantly upgrading their
road, rail and air connectivity as
well as 5G mobile network so
that they are in a better position
to respond to a situation or mo-
bilise forces,” he said at a press
conference.

The Chinese authorities have
built border villages close to the
LAC that can be used for dual
purposes, Lt General Kalita said.

“We are continuously moni-
toring the situation. We are also
upgrading our infrastructure and
capabilities as well as the mech-

anism to handle the situation.
These have put us inarobust po-
sition,” he added.

Lt General Kalita, however,
denied any intrusion is taking
place along the border with China.
There has been no case of intru-
sion since the 1962 India-China
war, he added.

Lt General Kalita also said the
Indian Army and other stakehold-
ers are analysing implications of
the recent Land Borders Law en-
acted by China giving more power
to the PLA to protect the country’s
sovereignty and boundary.

Meanwhile, Lt General Kalita
said insurgent groups in Northeast
India have lost their “ideological
moorings” and are sustaining
through extortion as well as arms
and drugs smuggling. “Atime will
come when they will join the
mainstream,” he added.

Expressing concern over the
recruitment by the banned ULFA
(Independent) outfitin Assamin
the past one year, he appealed to
the youths not to join the mili-
tant group.

Regarding the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), the
Army Commander said that after
the law was withdrawn from var-
ious parts of the Northeast, some
forces have been “de-inducted”
and shifted to the northern areas.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the Chintan Shivir
held by Gujarat BJP at Bavla, on Monday. Express

At own Chintan Shivir,
Gujarat BJP resolves to
focus on weak, lost seats

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, MAY 16

IN PREPARATION to the
Assembly elections scheduled
later this year, the Gujarat BJP
will focus on seats where the
party lost or won with a thin
margin in the previous elections.

The decision was taken at a
two-day Chintan Shivir of the
Gujarat BJP that concluded at a
private golf club on the Bavla-
Nalsarovar road in Ahmedabad
district on Monday.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Gujarat CM Bhupendra
Patel and party state president
CR Paatil attended the conclave
along with a select group of
around 35-40 party leaders, in-
cluding party general secretary
(organisation) BL Santhosh,
Gujarat co-incharge Sudhir
Guptaand party's general secre-
tary (organisation) in Gujarat
Ratnakar. Former CM Vijay
Rupani and former Deputy CM
Nitin Patel were also present.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the Shivir, party gen-
eral secretary Pradipsinh
Vaghela said that the meeting
was organised to lay foundation
for a “huge victory” in the 2022
assembly elections and later in
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

Without divulging the details
of the discussions and decisions
taken, Vaghela said, “An unprece-
dented victory is certain (in the
assembly elections) for the BJP.”

Party sources said that the
Gujarat BJP has been quite wary
of the rise of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in the state and the
increased frequency of visits of
its national convener Arvind
Kejriwal to the state. Asked if B]P
considers AAP as a challenge in
Gujarat, Vaghela said that after
2017 elections, BJP has won nine
assembly by-elections and all
the local bodies.

“Our strength is the hard
work of our workers. And we
have full confidence in the
power of our workers. And so,
we do not dwelve into estimat-
ing any other opposition party’s
power,” Vaghela said.

Education Minister and
spokesperson of Gujarat govern-
ment Jitu Vaghani also ad-
dressed the press conference
and said detailed discussions
were held on earlier assembly
elections. He added that discus-
sions were also held on making
the party stronger in seats where
it fared weak in checking “false
propaganda” by the opposition.

Both leaders parried questions
on the number of seats the party
is targeting for the coming polls.

one-fifth of Pandits under PM employment package live in secure areas

Department employee, Bhat
lived in a secure accommodation
at Sheikhpora, Budgam -
Kashmir's oldest and biggest
such colony for Pandits — but
was shot at his office, some dis-
tance away.

Posts such as the one Bhat
held were announced in 2008 by
then Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, with the aim of drawing
Pandit migrants back to the
Valley and their eventual return
and rehabilitation there. The
salaries of these officials were to
come from the Ministry of Home
Affairs. While initially 3,000
posts were announced, 3,000
more were added later, with al-
most all getting filled up.

Incidentally, while the
Narendra Modi government
swears by the cause of Kashmiri

Pandits, and says steps like abro-
gation of Article 370 are ameans
to ensure their reintegration in
the Valley, it has not introduced
any scheme per se meant for the
community.

The 2008 job package was it-
self part of an earlier scheme for
return and rehabilitation of
Kashmiri Pandits formulated in
2002-04, when the Atal Behari
Vajpayee-led NDA government
was in office at the Centre and
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed was
heading a coalition government
with the Congress in the erst-
while Jammu and Kashmir state.

As per the policy, each mi-
grant Kashmiri Pandit family
wanting to return to the Valley
was to be paid Rs 7.5 lakh for re-
building their houses. The
Sheikhpora accommodation,
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Kashmiri Pandits protest against the killing of Rahul Bhat, in

Jammu on Monday. P11

along with one at Vessu in
Kulgam, had come up under this
scheme. The families were also
promised financial assistance for
agricultural land if they wanted
to do farming, says Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissioner

Ashok Pandita. However, that
particular scheme had failed,
with only three families opting
foritand moving to Sheikhpora.

Later, after the PM employ-
ment package was announced,
the same accommodations were

roped in for migrants who took
up the offered jobs, Pandita says.
The 72 of the 6,000 posts that
remain vacant under this scheme
are entangled in litigation, he
adds. The Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissionis the
nodal agency taking care of the af-
fairs of migrant Kashmiri Pandits
staying across the country.
Apart from safety, the protest-
ers who hit the streets following
Bhat's killing also raised ques-
tions regarding the low salaries
they are paid (which are in line
with what the other government
staff get), particularly given the
risk. Kashmiri Pandit leader King
C Bharti also questions the un-
dertaking Pandits have to give
that they will work in the Valley
and not seek posting outside
Kashmir, accusing the govern-

New Delhi

ment of sending people desper-
ate for jobs into risky positions
for such meagre amounts.

Pandita says the government
is cognizant of the problems and
at least 5,000 more quarters are
being readied for Kashmiri Pandits
in secure zones “to house all em-
ployees”. “This July, we will hand
over some of them. By December,
we will have all the 6,700 quarters
ready and accommodate all the
migrant employees.”

In the interim, Pandita adds,
they want the authorities to post
the Class IV employees to
Jammu. At a meeting with polit-
ical parties in Srinagar Saturday;,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha ruled out such a possibility.

On Monday, protests by
Kashmiri Pandits over Bhat's
killing continued in Ganderbal and

Anatnag districts. In Anantnag,
protesters set fire to effigies depict-
ing the present government.
With Bhat's family accusing
the government of making
Kashmiri Pandits “scapegoats”,
JRKBJPvice-president Yudvir Sethi
insists that their security is para-
mount for the party... “more than
taking them back to the Valley”.
Aresident, who was part of
the protests at Sheikhpora, said
they felt caged, with no freedom
tomove freely, or without fear. "At
times, there seems no purpose to
these gated colonies. Every day,
we have to move out for work,
without any security. Our chil-
dren have to go to school. We may
be safe during the night, but we
are vulnerable during the day.”
FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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MAHARASHTRA
Actor booked
againforFB
post on Pawar

Pune: Yet another FIR has
beenregistered againstac-
tress Ketaki Chitale for al-
legedly misusing the name
of Saint Tukaram in the
“objectionable” post on
NCP's Sharad Pawaron her
Facebook page. Nitin More
(57),anoffice-bearer of the
Sant Tukaram Dehu
Sansthan, lodged FIR on
Saturday. The post men-
tions words “Tuka Mhane
(says Tukaram)”. More
said “Tuka Mhane” was
the “naam mudra” (signa-
ture)of Saint Tukaramand
using it in a defamatory
post hurt sentiments of
Warkaris. ENS

NEW DELHI
SJVNtodevelop
Rs4,900 crore
projectin Nepal

New Delhi: State-owned
Satluyj Jal Vidyut Nigam
(SJVN) Ltd will develop an-
other hydro power project
Arun-4 worth Rs 4,900
crore in Nepal. A MoU for
the 490-MW project was
signed in Lumbini, Nepal,
in the presence of PM
Narendra Modi and his
Nepalese counterpart
Sher Bahadur Deuba, the
company said in a state-
ment on Monday. SJVN
Chairman and Managing
Director Nand Lal Sharma
said it will be company's
third mega project in
Nepal. The construction of
900 MW Arun-3 projectis
in progress and the 669-
MW Lower Arun project is
at the survey and investi-
gation stage, he said. PTI

KARNATAKA

Man flees with
caron pretext of
test drive, held

Bengaluru: Debt-ridden
36-year-old businessman,
who stole a car to main-
tain his “social status”, has
been arrested after 100
days of police hunt. MG
Venkatesh Naik of Amruth
Nagar in Bengaluru ap-
proached Ravindra Elluri
(47) after the latter placed
an advertisement on OLX
in January to sell his
Maruti Brezza. Venkatesh
said he would take a test
drive before buying the car
and never returned. Elluri
had filed a cheating case
against him. ENS

RAJASTHAN
Ramgarh
sanctuary now
atigerreserve

New Delhi: The Ramgarh
Vishdhari Sanctuary in
Rajasthan was notified as
India’s 52nd tiger reserve
on Monday, Environment
Minister ~ Bhupender
Yadav said. This is
Rajasthan's fourth tiger re-
serve after Ranthambore,
Sariskaand Mukundra. “It
will conserve biodiversity
and bring in ecotourism
and development to the
area,” Yadav tweeted. PTI
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CALL OF FAITH

Devotees wait for their turn to offer prayers at a monastery in Leh on the occasion of Buddha Purnima on Monday. UNI

Central officials raise red flag as Bengal
allots medical seats to Ukraine returnees

ANONNADUTT &
SANTANUCHOWDHURY
NEW DELHI, KOLKATA, MAY 16

INWHAT could become another
Centre-State flashpoint, the West
Bengal government has allotted
seats to second- and third-year
medical students from Ukraine
even as the country's apex med-
ical education regulator main-
tained that it is not allowed.

Students who complete their
education in such amanner can-
not apply for the screening test
that every foreign medical grad-
uate has to take before practic-
ing in India, officials from the
National Medical Commission
(NMC) and the Health Ministry
told The Indian Express.

On April 28, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
had announced that her govern-
ment would accommodate 412
students who were forced to re-
turn to the state from Ukraine
following the Russian invasion.
She also lashed out at the Centre
for "not taking any responsibil-
ity" for these students.

Of the 412 returnees, 172 stu-
dents, who were in second and
third year of their medical edu-
cation in Ukraine, have been al-
lowed to attend practical classes
atdifferent government medical
colleges in the state.

This announcement, Union

ONBOARD IN BENGAL

YEAR NUMBER OF STUDENTS | WHAT HAS HAPPENED

Sixth 23 Internship at government medical colleges

Fourth 135 Observing seats allotted so that the students can

and Fifth continue their classes online from respective
colleges in Ukraine while receiving practical
training in India

Second 172 Have been allowed to attend practical classes in

and Third government medical colleges

First 78 Those who have qualified NEET were allowed to
undergo counselling for the management quota
seats in private medical colleges. Colleges have
been requested to offer concession on fees

government officials said, is not
in line with the current guide-
lines of NMC, which state that
foreign medical graduates
should have completed their
theory and practical medical ed-
ucation and a 12-month intern-
ship at the same college.

NMCis India's apex regulatory
authority for medical education.

“Any decision about medical
students from Ukraine has to
come from NMC. The current
guidelines are very clear. These
students (from Bengal who
choose to attend practical classes
ingovernment colleges) will not
be eligible for FMGE (Foreign
Medical Graduates Exam)," an

NMC official said.

A senior Health Ministry of-
ficial agreed: “We have asked
states not to make any irrespon-
sible comments about the situ-
ation with Ukraine students. The
(Union) government is looking
at ways to get the students ad-
mitted to equivalent courses in
other European countries.”

The NMC official said Bengal
had sought no permission for this.

Asked whether the an-
nouncement onaccommodating
medical students from Ukraine
went against the NMCguidelines,
West Bengal's director of medical
education (DME), Debasis
Bhattacharyya, argued, "We first

Monsoon reaches Andamans

COURSE OF THE RAIN CLOUDS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, MAY 16

THE IMD on Monday announced
the onset of monsoon over the
Andaman Sea, six days ahead of
its normal schedule.

This year, the early monsoon
has been attributed to Cyclone
Asani, which brought in mois-
ture over the region in plenty.
Recently, the cross-equatorial
flow too had picked up, aiding
the monsoon currents to
progress over the Andaman Sea.

The IMD has said the
Southwest monsoon on Monday
advanced into the south Bay of
Bengal, most part of Andaman
Nicobar Islands and Andaman
Sea."Conditions are favourable for
further advance of southwest
monsoon into some more parts of
south Bay of Bengal, entire
Andaman Sea& AndamanIslands
and some parts of east-central Bay
of Bengal during next 2-3 days,”
the IMD said in a statement.

WITHPTIINPUTS
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normal progress of
southwest monsoon
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increased the number of seats in
our medical colleges and then de-
cided to accommodate the stu-
dents. So there should not be a
problem (in them attending prac-
tical classes) once we have in-
creased the (number of) seats."

On May 10, Bhattacharyya
had promised to get back on the
specifics of violation of NMC
guidelines. He had not responded
until late Monday evening.

In addition to the 172 stu-
dentsin Bengal, another 135 stu-
dents in fourth and fifth year
have been allotted "observing
seats" in government colleges to
complete practical training.

DrRohan Krishnan, president

of the Federation of All India
Medical Association (FAIMA),
said: “There is nothing called ob-
serving seatsin India. Sometimes
MBBS doctors work under various
specialists for training in that par-
ticulararea, whichisreferred toas
observership. But that certainly
cannot happen for someone who
hasn't even completed MBBS.”

Nearly 18,000 medical stu-
dents were forced to leave their
education midway and flee after
Russiainvaded Ukraine. NMCof-
ficials had earlier told The Indian
Express that there was no way of
incorporating such alarge num-
ber of people in India, which has
around 90,000 MBBS seats avail-
able for 2021, with around 16
lakh applicants.

"Apart from the students
from Ukraine, there are nearly
65,000 others who are enrolled
in countries such as China, the
Philippines, and Georgia who
haven't been able to receive
practical education due to travel
restrictions. We have to think
about those students, too," the
Health Ministry official said.

Meanwhile, at the behest of a
student from China, the Supreme
Court has directed NMC to for-
mulate a policy over the next two
months to grant temporary reg-
istration to those who have com-
pleted medical education in
other countries but haven't been
able to do practical training.

RANCHI AIRPORT ROW

DGCA notice
to IndiGo for
‘Inappropriate
handling’

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

SAYING THAT the findings of its
three-member committee "prima
facie indicate inappropriate han-
dling of passengers" and "non-
conformances with the applicable
regulations”, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has issued a showcause notice to
IndiGo for denying boarding to a
specially-abled child at the Ranchi
airporton May 7.

"The proceedings of the com-
mittee were partly held in the
open and partly in camera as per
the request of the affected fam-
ily. The findings of the commit-
tee prima facie indicate inappro-
priate handling of passengers by
the IndiGo staff thereby result-
ingin certain non-conformances
with the applicable regulations,"
the DGCA said on Monday.

"Inview of this,ithasbeen de-
cided toissue a showcause notice
to the concerned airline through
its authorised representative to
explain as to why suitable en-
forcement action should not be
taken against them for the non-
conformances," it said. The DGCA
has given IndiGo time till May 26
to respond to the showcause no-
tice. "After hearing their submis-
sions, appropriate action as per
law would be taken," it said.

"We have received the com-
munication from DGCA on the
matter and will respond in due
course," IndiGo said on Monday.

OnMay 7,anIndiGo staffer de-
nied boarding to a specially-abled
child for a Ranchi-Hyderabad
flight. Two days after the incident,
the airline's CEO, Ronojoy Dutta,
had said the company was of the
view "that we made the best pos-
sible decision under difficult cir-
cumstances". "Throughout the
check-inand boarding process our
intent of course was to carry the

Rain: Five killed in Arunachal
landslide, two drown in Assam

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, MAY 16

INCESSANT RAINS since Friday
have ravaged parts of Assam, trig-
gering floods and landslides in 20
out of the state’s 35 districts.
According to a bulletin issued by
Assam State Disaster
Management Authority (ASDMA)
onMonday, two persons drowned
in Cachar district. Five personsin
neighbouring Arunachal Pradesh
were killed inalandslide.

In Assam, 1,97,248 people
across 652 villages in 20 districts
(Bajali, Baksa, Biswanath, Cachar,
Charaideo, Darrang, Dhemaji,
Dibrugarh, Dima Hasao, Hojai,
Kamrup, Karbi Anglong West,
Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur, Majuli,
Nagaon, Nalbari, Sonitpur,
Tamulpur, Udalguri) have been
affected by floods and landslides.

DimaHasao, in particular, has
been ravaged by flash floods and

Awoman at Garukhunda
village, Assam, Monday. P11

landslides at several places. On
Monday, connectivity to district
headquarters Haflong was
snapped asamajorroad cavedin
along the Guwahati-Haflong link.
“It has been raining relentlessly
since May 12. A cave-in was re-
ported in the main highway that
links Guwahati Haflong, as well
as the other linking Haflong to
Silchar,” said a district adminis-
tration official. On Monday, Jogen
Mohan, state Revenue and
Disaster Management Minister,
visited Dima Hasao to take stock

of the situation. Earlier, afamily
of three was buried alive afteran
RCCbuilding collapsedinaland-
slide in Haflong.

OnMonday, several coaches of
the Guwahati-Silchar Express,
which had been stationed at the
New Haflong station, derailed,
owing towater-logging and land-
slides, said an official from the
Northeast Frontier Railways. The
train was stuck at the New
Haflong station, and passengers
were evacuated earlier on Sunday.
Apart from that, huge damages to
railway tracks and bridges along
the Lumding-Badarpur hill sec-
tion of the Lumding division
have been damaged.

Adistrict administration offi-
cial said repair work had begun,
but the continuous rains, frequent
power cuts and lack of network
connectivity stalled progress.

Meanwhile, five persons died
in landslides in neighbouring
Arunachal Pradesh on Sunday.

‘Death during demohtlon Kin say 50 of them tried to get man out of debris

AMILBHATNAGAR
BULANDSHAHR, MAY 16

FORTY-YEAR-OLD KAMLESH sits
under the shade of a tree in the
scorching sun looking at three
plastic tents on an uneven
muddy ground in Bulandshahr's
Awas Vikas 2 colony. Adjacent to
awater tank, the plot had nearly
eight houses belonging to differ-
ent family members of Rohtas
(45), Kamlesh's husband.

Every few minutes, Kamlesh
breaks down, recalling how she
lost her husband and her house
during an anti-encroachment
drive earlier this month.

As per the family, and their
neighbours, Rohtas was not al-
lowed to move out of the house
as the bulldozer moved in on May
2.The daily wager succumbed to
his injuries 10 days later.

The contractor who carried out the demolition and his aides
have been booked. Express

"When the wall collapsed,
more than 50 people rushed to
remove the debris from atop
him. We took him to the nearest

government hospital, and it
asked us to take care of him at
home. He never got up and even-
tually succumbed to his in-

juries,” a family member says,
adding that Rohtas had been
hurt on the leg and spine.

Officials deny this, saying
Rohtas had been ailing and the
family came up with the claim of
his injuries later. The contractor
who carried out the demolition
and his aides have been booked,
for culpable homicide not
amounting to murder. No case
has been brought against any of-
ficial as of now.

"The contractor came and
told us 'Samadhi banane aaya
hoon (Iam here to prepare your
tomb)". I told him my husband
was sleeping inside the house
and to give us a few minutes to
wake him up. The driver didn't
listen and ploughed into a wall,
which collapsed onto Rohtas,"
says Kamlesh. The family says
since the hospital didn't admit
him, they don't have any med-

ical papers to show.

The extended family of Rohtas
and his brothers say they have
been living on the approximately
4,0005q ftland, in eight separate
half-pucca huts for decades,
much before the nearby Awas
Vikas 2 colony was developed.

"This is probably our sixth
generation living here. We have
seen the city come up. They are
saying we don't belong here,
when in fact we have been living
here for years. If they have an is-
sue, they should discuss it with
us. Getting bulldozers is no solu-
tion,” says one of the relatives,
Sumit Kumar Lodhi.

Another relative, Deepak,
says the women of the family
went down on their knees be-
fore the contractor, Mohit
Chaudhary, who was hired for
the demolition. "He kept saying
we will end up on pyres. They

even broke a nearby hand pump
out of spite. In this heat, we are
sleeping under a plastic sheet.
We have been left with nothing.”

Locals in the area back the
family, saying the bulldozer
broke a wall and Rohtas did not
get enough time to escape.

The Nagar Palika, which
owns the land where the family
lived, says that far from causing
any injury or death, the demoli-
tion exercise had been carried
out amicably.

Officials said some portions
of the houses had been brought
down on April 14, and the action
on May 2 was carried out with
the family's consent. "In April,
walls had been brought down
and the debris was removed. On
May 2, the family themselves
said we should get a bulldozer
and bring down the remaining
structure,” says Manoj Garg,

New Delhi

Chairman, Nagar Palika.

Healso claims thatin the 'Jan
Sunwai' session held after the
demolition, the family never
talked about a person being in-
jured and rather insisted that a
route for movement be opened
up. “The family never gave any-
thing in writing about the dem-
olition,” Garg says.

District administration offi-
cials claim Rohtas had beenailing
and claims of injuries were wrong.

Muzaffarnagar District
Magistrate Chandra Bhushan
Singh said: "We have filed an FIR
and an investigation is taking
place. As perinitial fact-finding, we
were informed that no person was
injured during the anti encroach-
ment. Further details will be ascer-
tained during the probe and action
will be taken accordingly.”

As the matter is under probe,
there is status quo on the land.

family. However, at the boarding
area the teenager was visibly in
panic,” he had said.

The national aviation safety
regulator had setupathree-mem-
ber team, comprising members
from the DGCA's departments of
air safety, aircraft engineering and
legal, to probe the incident. The
committee, which looked at the
airportvideo footage, and spoke to
passengersand airport staffas part
of its probe, has submitted its re-
port to the DGCA.

The Indian Express reported
last week that the team would
look into the operational and le-
gal aspects, including the appli-
cability of the "regulations for
carriage of persons with disabil-
ities and reduced mobility".

The regulation being referred
to is part of the Civil Aviation
Requirements (CAR) (Section 3,
Series 'M', Part I), which lays
"regulations for carriage of per-
sons with disabilities and re-
duced mobility by air to protect
them against discrimination and
toensure that they receive all as-
sistance during their travel".

"Noairline shall refuse to carry
persons with disability or reduced
mobility and their assistive aids/
devices, escortsand guide dogsin-
cluding their presence in the
cabin, provided such persons or
their representatives, at the time
of booking, inform the airline of
their requirement(s)," it states.

However, it also states that
"before refusing carriage to any
person on the basis of disability,
the airline shall specify in writing
the basis of such refusal indicat-
ingitsopinion that transportation
of such persons would or might
be inimical to the safety of flight".
This CAR defines a person with
disability as "any individual who
has a physical or mental impair-
ment" onapermanentor tempo-
rary basis that substantially limits
one or more major life activities.

Row over Bajrang
Dal using airguns
at workshop

Bengaluru: Arow has erupted af-
ter photos of youths with airguns
and tridents from a workshop or-
ganised recently by Bajrang Dal
surfaced on social media.
According to information, 116
activists from across Karnataka
participated in the free workshop
— Shaurya Prashikshana Varga —
organised between May 5 and 11
ata school in Ponnampet town of
communally-sensitive Kodagu
district. Kodagu SP MA Aiyappa
said, “Bajarang Dal and Vishwa
Hindu Parishad organise the camp
everyyearand no permission was
sought this year. We got to know
of the workshop only from social
media. No complaint has been
filed. According to the Arms Act,
airguns don't require licence, but
we are looking into the matter.”
Kodagu Deputy Director of
Public Instruction Vedhamurthy
said, “No permission was sought.
Usually workshops are held in
schools and colleges, but not to
teach shooting. An explanation
has been sought from the author-
ities.” Bajrang Dal's regional con-
venor Raghu Sakleshpur said
there was no need for permission
asonly airguns were used. ENS

Goa panchayat
polls may be

deferred: minister

Pangji: With the state government
seeking legal opinion over theim-
plementation of the triple test cri-
teria mandated by the Supreme
Court for OBCreservationinelec-
tion wards, election to 186 village
panchayats may be deferred, min-
ister for Panchayat said.

Mauvin Godinho, state minis-
ter for Panchayat, said, “Thereisan
SCruling saying we have to follow
the triple test. OBC seats have to
beidentified, (it)has tobe done by
the OBC Commission. Once they
undergo the triple test, then only
the (State) EC or the government
candeclare theelection.” ENS
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WORDLY WISE
FAILURE COMES ONLY WHEN WE FORGET OUR
IDEALS AND OBJECTIVES AND PRINCIPLES.
— JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

WAILK THE CHINTAN

Chintan Shivir focussed on structural changes in Congress
but ignored the key question of leadership

HETHREE-DAY CHINTAN Shivir of the Congress in Udaipur didn't offer any sur-

prises. It plotted a path to give a youthful makeover to the party and promises

have been made that tickets will be restricted to one personin a family, with ex-

ceptions, of course, that help most existing families. These proposed structural
changes in the organisation are necessary for the Congress, which has been in a free fall since
the 2014 general election. Successive electoral defeats have turned many leaders restive. The
emergence of the G-23, an informal group of dissidents, has put the spotlight on the leader-
ship record of the Gandhi family. The Udaipur conclave, an admission of the crisis in the party,
saw the invited crowd of senior leaders, parliamentarians and legislators deliberating on or-
ganisational and policy issues, but decidedly steering clear of questions concerning leader-
ship. A clear takeaway from the conclave is that the Gandhis continue to exercise total con-
trol over the party. The G-23 fell silent.

Rahul Gandhi spoke at length in Udaipur and admitted that the party has lost its connect
with the masses. This plain truth, self-evident to most people, has manifested repeatedly in
the party's inability to win elections but seems to have eluded the Gandhis all this while.
Rahul Gandhi blamed a poor communication strategy for the disconnect and promised a re-
vamp. However, the loss of touch with the masses may not necessarily be the outcome of
strategy. The problem also lies with the message and the messenger. Despite being out of of-
fice at the Centre for over eight years, the Congress is yet to reinvent itself as a party of the
Opposition. Its politics has been more reactive than a proactive one of setting the agenda or
building its own narrative. The incapacity to articulate in a coherent manner what the party
stands for is curious since there is no dearth of articulate leaders in that party. While the
party's message is incoherent and often contradictory, the messenger has been a failure inam-
plifying it or bringing clarity to the message. Rahul Gandhi, the party face for some years, will
need to shoulder more than alittle blame for this. The party has now announced two cam-
paigns —aBharatJodo Yatraand Rozgar Do Yatra — torebuild its ties with the people. The in-
stitutional arrangements proposed - a Social Justice Advisory Council to update the party
chief on issues pertinent to the backward classes and disadvantaged social groups, a Public
Insight Committee to conduct surveys on various issues and generate feedback from the
public, a National Training Institute for ideological training, and an Election Management
Committee — will be tested on the ground.

However, at a time when elections have also become about leaders and their image as
much as their message, a party's prospects will be shaped more by the commitment and vi-
sion of its leadership than bullet points from its committees. Ideological clarity would help,
but a leadership that can work 24X7 and remain accessible is necessary to inspire workers
and revive the Congress. The Udaipur conclave kicked this crucial can down the party’s bumpy,
lonely road.

DOUSE THE FIRE

Mundka accident drives home the need to create safe working
conditions in factories, end the culture of impunity

AST WEEK'S BLAZE at a factory in outer Delhi's Mundka area that snuffed out at

least 27 lives, 21 of them women, adds to the long list of avoidable fire tragedies

that show the country's urbanisation story in poor light. The failings that have

come to light in the four days since the incident evoke a sense of deja vu: The
building did not have a no objection certificate from the fire department — more worryingly,
the owners had not even applied for one — and it had only one escape route. The manufac-
turing unit's licence had lapsed. Though the North Delhi Municipality had cancelled the per-
mission after it was found that the building did not meet the required criteria, the industrial
activities went on with impunity even after a Supreme Court monitoring committee raised
red flags. Such omissions invite questions about the municipality's enforcement mecha-
nisms. It's also apparent that the authorities have not learnt any lesson from the Anaj Mandi
fire thatkilled more than 40 people in December 2019 — as well as several other mishaps dat-
ing back to the Uphaar Cinema Tragedy of 1997.

Localities such as Mundka and Anaj Mandi have become a prominent feature of Delhi's
economic landscape —and that of several other parts of the country — in the aftermath of lib-
eralisation. Factories exist cheek-by-jowl with warehouses, shops selling construction ma-
terials, banquet halls, and other multi-floor establishments. Largely unregulated, they are
sources of livelihood for a substantial section of the city's population, many of whom live at
itsmargins. At a time the pandemic-induced economic downturn has shrunk household in-
comes and the absence of social security has aggravated the difficulties of the working and
lower-middle classes, many such manufacturing units offer hope of a semblance of relief
from poverty. They also seem to buck the post-pandemic trend of alarge number of women
falling out of the labour force — as revealed by the CMIE data. However, with employers play-
ing short shrift to basic safety codes, these workplaces turn out to be not only exploitative, they
also add to the hardships faced by their employees — and their dear ones. Several families,
for instance, lost their sole breadwinner in last week's fire tragedy.

Delhi's Lt Governor Anil Baijal has ordered a magisterial investigation into the accident.
The probe must, of course, fix accountability at multiple levels. But much more needs to be
done. For far too long, a network of complicity has led to safety codes being flouted and build-
ing by-laws being infringed. It's time such networks are taken apart.

1983 IN BADMINTON

Thomas Cup winis testimony to Indias rise as a power in the sport.
The challenge is to build on this triumph

OT THE ONE for hyperbole, Pullela Gopichand, the national coach and the

man largely responsible for India’s rise as a badminton power; called Sunday’s

Thomas Cup triumph the country’s greatest team sport achievement outside

cricket. Vimal Kumar, the soft-spoken player-turned-coach, was quick to pro-
claim that this moment can be to Indian badminton what the 1983 World Cup was toIndian
cricket. It’s hard to dispute both claims. There are shades of '83 in "22: The stories of personal
struggles and redemptions, the underdog element, and beating the most successful nation
in the tournament’s history, 14-time champions Indonesia, to reach the top.

Writing in these pages, Gopichand recalled how during his playing days, India lost to the
likes of Sri Lanka and Pakistan, and were happy merely by qualifying for the Thomas Cup. To
goonand winit then — only the sixth nation to do so, showing how competitive the tourna-
ment is — is special. And this is no fluke. The title comes on the back of years of relentless
hard work and an outcome of a system that has constantly churned out players who, on their
day, could upset the best in the world. That even players like B Sai Praneeth, a 2019 World
Championship medalist, could not even make the team, coupled with the fact that India has
seven players in the world’s top 50, points to the depth in men’s badminton right now.

The challenge going ahead is to build on this triumph and not let the momentum slip.
Badminton is one of the few mass sports that's played almost in every corner of the coun-
try. So, even though Hyderabad and Bangalore will continue to remain the hubs, it’s im-
portant to establish academies that can spot and harness players from other regions in the
country. Like 1983, this title isn’t a culmination of a journey. It should be the beginning of

anew chapter.
N N N

Capital fire

Without accountability for employers, improving

working conditions, tragedies like Mundka fire will recur

NEETHA N

THE FIRE at Delhi's Mundka, with a death toll
of 27 persons so far— a majority of whom are
women workers in informal manufacturing
units —underscores yet again the invisibilities
and insecurities of informal workers in the city.
The fact that the antecedents of those who died
are stillunknown points to the invisibility and
lack of identity of informal sector workers.

Reports on buildings catching fire leading
to fatalities, followed by discussions on illegal
constructions and unplanned infrastructural
development in urban centres, have becomea
somewhat repetitive subject. With every such
mishap, reports on how these buildings do not
have required fire clearance and no-objection
certificates from concerned authorities sur-
face. Yet, suchincidents keep on repeating; the
harrowing stories of those who lost their dear
ones are matters of public attention only for a
few days, till the headlines shift.

Incidents of this sort are also opportunities
for political leaders to display their concern for
those who lost their dear ones with compen-
sation and promises coming one after the
other. Enquiry commissions and assurances of
tightening procedures are all part of a larger
script, with no substantial change at the ground
level.

By now, itis understood that the root cause
of the Mundka mishapisaserious lapse in fol-
lowing the norms in construction as the whole
building had only one staircase. While this ac-
cidentshares similarities with earlierincidents,
the site and the victims this time deserve spe-
cial mention. Of the 27 who lost their lives to
this massive fire, 21 were women workers, em-
ployed in a company that manufactured and
assembled CCTVs and WiFi routers. As per re-
ports, the manufacturing unit at Mundka em-
ployed about 100 people, half of them women.
Many of them are young women and the sole
or primary earners in their households. The
predicament of women workers here has sim-
ilarities to those in the garment units of
Bangladesh — including disturbing parallels
with the victims of the Rana Plaza collapse.

There are thousands of unregistered/infor-
malindustrial units in cities like Delhi without
any data on the number of workers employed

Exposure to such
employment provides
limited opportunities for
personal or economic
advancement, with
monotonous repetitive work
filling the day. The large
turnover and women’s
withdrawal from the labour
market are signs of
extremely poor working
conditions that many
women cannot sustain for
long. Absence of leave,
including maternity leave
and long working hours, are
important concerns for
women workers who also
have to shoulder the
housework and care
responsibilities of their
families, forcing them to
eventually leave such
workplaces.

and the conditions of theiremployment. These
workplaces are known toviolate all norms, in-
cluding basiclabour laws. Informality and pre-
carity define such workplaces where the qual-
ity of jobs is not a concern for those who are
looking foremployment. Women’s work par-
ticipation rates have declined sharply over
time, with Delhi having one of the lowest (14.5
per cent for age 15 and above as compared to
28.7 per cent all-India in 2019-20). The pan-
demic has added to women’s difficulties in
finding jobs and such workplaces reveal the
conditions under which women workers get
employed. The profile of workers shows that
many are young in their 20s or 30s — the age
categories that suffuse our discourse on
women’s development and empowerment.
They are forced to join the labour market in
low-paid and highly-informal jobs because of
their migrant status and poor economic con-
ditions. Thereis oftena clear separation of tasks
for men and women. Women workers are
mostly into packing or are helpers — categories
thatare the lowest skilled as per the job classi-
fications in such units.

Owing to the perception that workers
employed in packing or as helpers under-
take jobs that do not require much skill,
wages are kept very low while the labour
pool remains massive. With the pandemic
and the resultant decline in work opportu-
nities and household income, women are
compelled to join employment to compen-
sate for the loss of employment or declined
income of male household members. Many
of the workers who died joined the factory
after the pandemic, pointing to the desper-
ation that many poor households are facing.
Working conditions, in general, are not of-
ten defined in such units with low and vary-
ing wages, long working hours, absence of
any leave, including maternity leave and a
lack of other basic facilities. In a city where
living expenses have soared, with a monthly
wage of Rs 6,500-7,500, a dignified life is be-
yond imagination. It is important to note
that many women workers are often the
sole earners or primary earners of their
households. Working in contested spacesin

dusty, shady and stingy rooms, without any
safety precautions, gloves or masks is a com-
mon scene in these sweatshops. Basic work-
place requirements such as the provision of
drinking water and toilet facilities are often
denied to workers.

Exposure to such employment provides
limited opportunities for personal or economic
advancement, with monotonous repetitive
work filling the day. The large turnover and
women'’s withdrawal from the labour market
are signs of extremely poor working conditions
that many women cannot sustain for long.
Absence of leave, including maternity leave
and long working hours, are important con-
cerns for women workers who also have to
shoulder the housework and care responsibil-
ities of their families, forcing them to eventu-
ally leave such workplaces.

Poorly ventilated workplaces, operating
from dilapidated buildings are aplenty in the
city and even by basic norms of occupational
safety requirements, these workplaces are not
tobe “operational”. Such workplaces are often
asource of additional income for the enforce-
ment machinery, with employers and the ad-
ministration least bothered about the lives of
workers. There are anxieties about how the
new labour codes will add to the vulnerability
of informal workers. The Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020
(OSHW(C) would replace existing regulations
soon and this would worsen the conditions of
informal workers as many of these small units
would be left to themselves to follow pre-
scribed safety conditions and can go unac-
countable.

These sweatshops, which are part of our
understanding of economic development are
traps for women workers. The fact that it of-
fers some respite from poverty and also from
cultural restrictions on women also needs to
be understood. But without any accountabil-
ity of employers and a lack of political will to
improve working conditions, we mightend up
allowing many more such horrific accidents.

The writer is professor, Centre for Women'’s
Development Studies, New Delhi

GE TO THE BUDDHA

PM Modi’s Lumbini visit attempts to make up for Delhi’s past indifference to Nepal

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE

FOR LONG, Lumbini and its people felt un-
comfortable, even angry, over the projection
of the Buddha as Indian. There was also the
feeling that it was being treated unfairly by
Indian tour handlers. Package deals for
tourists and pilgrims from across the world
would only make a fleeting visit to the
Buddha’s birth place, before being herded
back to Buddhist shrines in India, denying
Nepal its due economic gain.

Nearly eight years ago, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tried to address this issue
when he told Nepal's Constituent Assembly
that the Buddha was born in Nepal. On
Buddha Poornima on Monday, Modi made a
trip to Lumbini, becoming the first Indian
PM to do so. He offered prayers at the
Mayadevi temple, believed to be the
Buddha’s birthplace, in the company of
highly-respected Buddhist masters, and
then laid the foundation for the International
Buddhist Conference and Meditation Centre.

The trip, a month after Nepali Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba visited India,
is being projected as a "cultural visit" but
there are many who call it India’s late awak-
ening from a deep diplomatic slumber. Delhi
has been indifferent to the deep inroads
China has been making in Nepal. Modi
landed at a newly-built helipad close to the
Mayadevi temple, avoiding the Gautam
Buddha International Airport, built with a
soft loan from China and co-incidentally in-
augurated by his host earlier in the morning
on the auspicious day.

China first offered to spend $3 billion to

The trip, a month after
Nepali Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba visited
India, is being projected as a
‘cultural visit’ but there are
many who call it a India’s late
wake up from a deep
diplomatic slumber. Delhi
has been indifferent to the
deep inroads China has been
making in Nepal. Modi
landed at a newly built
helipad close to the
Mayadevi temple, avoiding
the Gautam Buddha
International Airport, built
with a soft loan from China.

build up Lumbini as the world peace city un-
der the aegis of its NGO — Asia Pacific
Exchange and Foundation — co-opting
Maoist leader Prachanda asiits vice chairman.
China has also built a monastery in the core
area of the Lumbini Development Project.
China's offer to develop it as the World Peace
Centre and construct a railway line connect-
ing Tibet and Kathmandu is as yet in
abeyance, but not completely given up.

The increased presence and influence of
the US and the European Union, along with
India, has become more pronounced in
Nepal's domestic politics — especially fol-
lowing the political changes of 2005-06.
China retaliated with a matching presence
and economic investments. This has had an
impact on internal politics and policy-mak-
ing in Nepal. But unlike its competitors,
China's outlook had depth and took into ac-
count multiple dimensions. Lumbini, thanks
largely to China, has now become sort of a
microcosm of the competing international
forces in the country.

India first reacted to the Chinese pres-
ence in Lumbini on November 8,2011,in the
wake of enthusiastic publicity by the Chinese
about the World City initiative. At a dinner
table, Dr Karan Singh's discomfort was palpa-
ble. The senior Congress leader was then in
Nepal. “How far is Lumbini from the Indian
border?” he asked. “Not even 10 km away,”
former King Gyanendra Shah had re-
sponded. Singh, apparently under instruc-
tions from the government in Delhi, told the
media the next day that India was keen to

undertake the project with the promise of
bestowing upon Lumbini the status it de-
served.

How much Modi’s visit to Lumbini will
make up for Delhi's indifference is yet to be
gauged. The two sides agreed to develop a
Buddbhist circuit, linking shrines located in
the two countries with Lumbini occupying
a prime position. India also agreed to set up
the Dr B R Ambedkar Chair in Lumbini
University, with around 1,000 students, in-
cluding from China, enrolled.

Modi, by befriending Deuba, has made
an effective attempt to repair the damage
in bilateral ties that took place between
2016 and 2021 when he and his then Nepali
counterpart K P Oli fell out. India not only
refused to welcome Nepal’s constitution
promulgated in September 2015, but also
launched an economic blockade for 134
days. Deuba, who is also the chairman of
the Nepali Congress, recently accepted
Modi’s invitation for his party and the BJP
to establish fraternal relations — something
the Chinese Communist Party tried with
the unified Communist party of Nepal.
Modi's visit to Lumbini and the laying of the
monastery’s foundation may give India a
foothold and cultural space. But that pro-
vides zero guarantee that it will be able to
outdo its competitors, including the West
and China, who are already deeply en-
trenched in Nepal.

The writer is a senior journalist based in
Kathmandu
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PRELIMINARY TALKS

A 30-MINUTE PRELIMINARY exchange of
views between the leader of the Indian del-
egation, Eric Gonsalves, and the leader of the
Chinese delegation, Fu Hao, and the concil-
iatory speeches they made at the dinner
Gonsalves hosted in honour of the visitors
set the tone for the tone for the Sino-Indian
talks opening the next day. Both Gonsalves
and Fu, in their carefully prepared speeches
warmly expressed their governments’ de-
sire to improve relations. And significantly,
both of them underscored the understand-
ing the two governments have already ar-
rived at that the border dispute is the cen-
tral issue the resolution of which is
important for the normalisation of relations
between India and China. The problems that

India and China faced in today’s world can
be better faced if they devised a basis for co-
operation and fully normal relations,
Gonsalves said.

MINISTRY GUIDELINES

THE UNION HOME Ministry has asked min-
isters of state governments not to make
statements on communal disturbances in
their areas. The Home Ministry has recently
sent “exhaustive guidelines” on prevention
and control of communal disturbances and
for promotion of communal harmony to the
states and union territory administration.” It
has suggested that ministers should not
comment on any agitation likely to lead to
communal dissatisfaction. Once distur-

New Delhi

bances start, ministers should not express
their views on the cause of the disturbances
and they way they were being dealt with be-
cause this was bound to affect steps taken
by the local administration.

MISSING CANDIDATES

WEST BENGAL CHIEF minister Jyoti Basu has
asked police to intensify the search for the
two election candidates and an agent who
have been missing since May 14. Kashi
Kanto Moitra, a Janata candidate, Gopal
Chandra Sarkar, a Congress (J) nominee and
Moitra’s election agent, Shibu Choudhury,
did not return home after election cam-
paigns. Police have meanwhile found the car
in which Sarkar was reportedly abducted.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Most Asian countries wish the US ¢

an contribute more to the region rather

than engage in moves to weaken the region. Washington should listen to
ASEAN instead of indulging in a zero-sum game and regarding its relations

with ASEAN as playing a seesaw.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Bound by geography

Developments in Sri Lanka, Nepal and Pakistan underline need for India to reframe
regional ties, work with its neighbourhood

RAJA-MANDALA
BY C RAJA MOHAN

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS — in Sri Lanka,
Nepal, and Pakistan — underline the geo-
graphicimperative that binds India toits neigh-
bours in the Subcontinent. Together, they
should remind the region’s leaders that work-
ing with the logic of geography hasbecome an
unavoidable necessity amidst the deepening
regional and global crises accentuated by
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

As higher oil and food prices trigger infla-
tionand popular unrest across the region, more
intensive regional cooperation is one of the
tools for managing the new dangers. The last
few weeks have seen some positive trends in
thatdirection as well as enduring negative poli-
cies that defy the logic of geography.

Lastweek, the Indian High Commissionin
Colombo was quick to scotch wild speculation
that the former strongman prime minister of
Sri Lanka Mahinda Rajapaksa was fleeing to
India. We don’t know if Mahinda Rajapaka, a
target of the people’s outrage for the terrible
mismanagement of the economy, was actu-
ally planning to take a short flight out of Lanka.
Ifhe did, India would be the natural first desti-
nation given the geographic proximity.

Now put on the exit control list in
Colombo, Mahinda might not be travelling
any time soon to India and pay his regular
obeisance to his favourite deity, Lord
Venkateswara in the Tirumala hills. But India
has had along tradition of hosting political ex-
iles from the region. Whether it was the Dalai
Lama from Tibet or Prachanda from Nepal,
Delhi has welcomed leaders from the neigh-
bourhood taking shelter in India.

Thereis adangerous flip side to this positive
tradition in the Subcontinent. India has paid a
high price for the decision in the early 1980s
totrainand arm Sri Lankan Tamil rebels. That,
hopefully, is an exception rather than the rule
in India’s emerging neighbourhood policy.

While India’s muscular meddling inthe in-
ternal affairs of Sri Lanka did not succeed in re-
alising the Tamil demands, it unfortunately
contributed to the deep distrust between Delhi
and the Sinhala nationalists. Asa consequence,
the geographic imperative became a casualty
in Colombo.

But the current crisis in Sri Lanka raised
hopes for transcending the internal ethnic di-
vide in the island nation and rebuilding polit-
ical confidence between Colombo and Delhi.
Tobe sure, positive sentiments driven by crises
do not always last. But Delhi’s unstinting sup-
port — both material and financial — for
Colombo during this unprecedented economic
and political crisis has generated much good-
will in Sri Lanka. This offers a major opportu-
nity to reframe Delhi’s ties with Colombo.

IfIndia’s relations with Sri Lanka underline
the importance of continuous tending of polit-
ical geography, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit this week to Lumbini, the birthplace of Lord
Buddhain Nepal, highlights theimmense pos-
sibilities of cultural geography in reshaping the
Subcontinent’s regional relations.

Theidea of a“Buddhist circuit” connecting
the various pilgrimage sites across the India-
Nepal border has been around for along time.
Given the massive size of the global Buddhist

population — estimated to be more than 500
million —and the wider international interest
in the historic sites, it is surprising how long it
has taken Delhi and Kathmandu to come to-
gether in developing the Buddhist circuit.

That China has built a new airport near
Lumbini and Modi is avoiding it points to the
turbulent triangular dynamic between Delhi,
Kathmandu, and Beijing. Even more conse-
quential has been the deep discomfort of a
large section of Nepal's political class — espe-
cially the communists that have dominated
Kathmanduin the last two decades —with the
India relationship.

The return of the Nepal Congress to the
helm and its readiness to deepen ties with
India has also opened the door for a recalibra-
tion of Delhi’s ties with Kathmandu.
Revitalising the shared cultural geography in-
evitably involves better management of eco-
nomic geography. The last few years have seen
the Modi government step up on infrastruc-
ture development on the Indian side and ac-
celerate transborder transport and energy con-
nectivity in the eastern subcontinent.

Religion and culture are deeply intercon-
nected in South Asia. Developing all religious
pilgrimage sites across the region, and improv-
ing the transborder access to them could not
only improve tourist revenues of all the South
Asian nations, but could also have a calming
effect on the troubled political relations be-
tween nations.

Despite their frozen bilateral political rela-
tionship, Delhi and Islamabad had agreed to
open the Kartarpur corridor at the end of 2019
across their militarised Punjab border. The cor-
ridor makes it easier for Sikh pilgrims to visit
the shrine in Kartarpurin Pakistan, where Guru
Nanak founded the Sikh faith. There is much
more to be done on reconnecting the
Subcontinent’s sacred geographies —including
the Ramayana trail and Sufi shrines.

While parts of the region are aligning their
policies with the geographic imperative,
Pakistan would seem to be an exception. Some
would say, Islamabad's policies are deliberately
anti-geographic. Consider, forexample, the re-
cent controversy in Pakistan over the routine
appointment of a “trade officer” in its high
commission in Delhi.

Facing a barrage of media criticism, the
new government led by Shehbaz Sharifhad to
clarify thatit was not planning to improve trade
ties with India. Given the depth of its macro
economic crisis and massive inflation, one

Religion and culture are
deeply interconnected in
South Asia. Developing all
religious pilgrimage sites
across the region, and
improving the transborder
access to them could not
only improve tourist
revenues of all the South
Asian nations, but could also
have a calming effect on the
troubled political relations
between nations.

CR Sasikumar

might have thought Pakistan would want to
expand trade ties with India in its own eco-
nomicinterest. But Pakistan's politics are hard-
wired against the logic of geography.

An attempt at limited trade liberalisation
with India after the two countries signed a
ceasefire agreement in February last year was
overruled at the last moment by Prime
Minister Imran Khan. The Muslim League’s
Nawaz Sharif and the Pakistan People’s Party’s
Asif Ali Zardari — who back the present gov-
ernment inlslamabad — have, in the past, sup-
ported normal trade relations with India, but
could not get the army’s consent.

While General Qamar Javed Bajwa, the
current Chief of Army Staff, had called forare-
set of relations with India, Imran Khan pulled
the plug on trade liberalisation. His argument
was that Pakistan can’t trade with India un-
less Delhi reversed its 2019 constitutional
changes in Kashmir.

Now Imran is on the streets campaigning
against the “imported government” (from the
US which, according to the former PM, con-
spired to oust him from power). He could
chew the government up if it opens up to trade
with India. The army, long viewed as a deci-
sive arbiter in Pakistan’s political and policy
disputes, seems divided on how best to man-
age the current crisis.

This leaves Shehbaz little room for creative
policy making that can ease some of Pakistan's
current economic problems. Meanwhile, the
young Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, who has taken
charge of Pakistan's Foreign Office, is tied down
by his bureaucracy’s staple of Kashmir cliches.

Delhi had little reason to believe that
Pakistan’s new government can alter its self-
defeating policy towards India. But it must con-
tinue to bet that the geographic imperative will
eventually prevail over Islamabad’s policies.
Pessimists in Delhi will say the word “eventu-
ally” means nothing for policy-making today.
But optimists would say India must continue
to find ways to work with Pakistan.

Realists might want to argue that current
trends in the Subcontinent point to India’s
growing agency in shaping its neighbourhood
and that Pakistan will not forever remain an
exception. For Delhi, the policy question is
whether India can do something to hasten the
inevitable change in Pakistan.

The writer is Senior Fellow, Asia Society Policy
Institute, Delhi and a contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express

The cybersecurity burden

CERT-In directions on cybersecurity compliance are rushed

SUBIMAL BHATTACHARJEE

ONAPRIL28, the Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In) issued “directions”
under Section 70-B(6) of the Information
Technology Act 2000 (IT Act) relating to infor-
mation security practices, procedure, preven-
tion, response and reporting of cyber incidents.
These directions have brought about a wide-
ranging expansion in the scope of obligations
of the above requirements compared to the
Information Technology (The Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team and Manner of
performing functions and duties) Rules, 2013
(Rules). Among the activities in which compli-
anceis sought by service providers, intermedi-
aries, data centres and body corporates are the
synchronisation of computer clocks to the net-
work time protocol set at the National Physical
Laboratory and National Informatics Centre
(NIC), mandatory reporting of all cyber inci-
dents within six hours of noticing or being
brought to their notice in the prescribed for-
mat, designating point of contact and notifying
CERT-In and undertaking to perform such ac-
tions for cyber security mitigation when noti-
fied by CERT-IN, maintaining all logs of all ICT
systems up to 180 days within Indian jurisdic-
tion and for data centres, virtual private net-
work service providers, cloud service providers
and virtual private server providers to main-
tain all records of their users and usage for a
minimum of five years.

While the overall thrust towards a robust

cyber incident reporting and security regime
is prudent, some of the provisions in the ab-
sence of clarification from CERT-In have raised
concernsamongst industry observersand cy-
ber security experts. For some time now, CERT-
IN has been struggling to get information and
incident reporting from service providers, in-
termediaries as well as body corporates as per
the rules and its mandate under section 70B(4)
of the IT Act. This was impacting its responsi-
bility as a collector, analyser and disseminator
of information on cyber incidents as well as
coordinating incident responses and emer-
gency measures. So, it took recourse to the di-
rections, which strangely do not differentiate
between the scales and nature of the incident.
Some cyber incidents are far more common
and occur regularly. An organisation might re-
ceive hundreds of phishing emails and the ef-
fort to notify each would drastically increase
their compliance cost. It would also be inter-
esting to know what CERT-In’s strategy will be
for dealing with commonplace cyberincidents
and its own capacity enhancement in terms of
handling the compliance sought.

A window of 60 days has been provided
before implementation of these compliances
begins. Given the scale of the revamp, this
might be too shorta window. The government
mustlookat the concerns thatarise fromsuch
directions and work out a realistic time scale.
The ugly episode of the Twitter incident

around compliance with the Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)Rules, 2021, last year
is a stark reminder of the pitfalls of rushing in
compliances without factoring in concerns. In
this case, there will be multiple companies
even from the MSME sector that will take time
to set up systems for compliances.

All covered entities also have to mandato-
rily enable logs and maintain them for 180 days
within the Indianjurisdiction. At present, most
entities maintain logs for around 30 days, and
in order to maintain logs for 180 days, the ad-
ditional data storage device cost would be
huge. Similarly, data centres, virtual private
server providers, cloud service providers and
virtual private network service providers will
need to retain additional information for five
years or more after the cancellation or with-
drawal of registration. The virtual asset indus-
try too will have to maintain all KYC records
and details of all financial transactions for five
years. The compliance cost in each case is go-
ing torise substantially.

Many of the entities will have to shift their
servers geographically as well as add excess
storage capacity. Most importantly, the recruit-
ment of additional manpower for compliance
may take farlonger. A realistic timeline would
be sixmonths, which would allow the entities
to effectively migrate to the new regime. The
penalty for non-compliance is stiff (including

up toone year of imprisonment and monetary
fines). But it is also unfair to create unrealistic
deadlines for industry.

This is also going to significantly affect or-
ganisations that have maintained their servers
offshore, although the move s in line with the
government's stated objective of localising
data storage. But what cannot be denied are
privacy concerns. With VPNs and virtual as-
set wallets being asked to store and share KYC
and transaction data, these concerns become
evident. VPNs have been successful for cor-
porates as well as individuals because they ad-
dress privacy concerns. There have been very
few instances where these tunnels have been
used for criminal activities and support from
the providers was not obtained by law en-
forcement authorities. In the absence of leg-
islative backing for data protection, which has
been on the anvil for more than two years, the
questionis: How will the user have any say on
which information can be held back or how
his sensitive personal information is being
protected?

While CERT-In has been proactive in recog-
nising the changing frontiers of technology and
trying to deal with hitherto unknown cyber
threats, it is wanting in terms of a graded ap-
proach to ensuring compliance.

The writeris a defence and
cybersecurity analyst

On sedition, a
beginning

Centre has done well to display leadership
in a matter that has divided the

country in

RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD

IT IS rare that the prime minister himself
conveys, in a pending proceeding before the
apex court, his clear and unequivocal views
about respecting human rights, protecting
civil liberties and further respecting the
freedoms granted to the people of India. It
was refreshing to find the categorical asser-
tion by the PM in an affidavit: “One of India’s
strengths is the diverse thought streams
that beautifully flourished in our country.”
In the 75th year of our Independence, as our
nation is marking “Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav”, PM Modi has appealed to
Indians to work harder to shed our colonial
baggage, which includes colonial laws and
practices.

These are not empty words only for an
affidavit. Under his leadership, nearly 1,500
old colonial-era laws have been scrapped.
About 25,000 compliance rules which were
creating hurdles, have been removed and
many offences that were a hindrance to de-
velopment have been decriminalised.
There was also in the affidavit a profound
statement of great intent: “Laws and com-
pliances which reeked of a colonial mindset
have no place in today’s India.”

With this background, it was conveyed,
that the Government of India has decided to
re-examine and reconsider the provisions
of Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code
which deals with sedition. The history of
the sedition law in India is in many ways
unique. During the British Raj, it was part
of the penal law from the very beginning.
The British government in India not only
framed the law, defining various offences,
but also made sedition a very serious of-
fence, punishable with imprisonment for
life and a fine. The definition of sedition was
alittle vague, whereby any attempt to bring
hatred or contempt or attempt to excite dis-
affection towards the government consti-
tuted sedition. Disaffection includes disloy-
alty and feeling of enmity. Sedition was
designed to perpetuate the hold of the
British on the people of India, and any at-
tempt at disloyalty was enough for the
offence.

Great leaders of the freedom move-
ment became the targets of the law. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak was the first person to be
convicted of sedition in colonial India be-
cause the British government thought that
his writings in his celebrated Marathi news-
paper, Kesari, were causing disaffection
against the British Raj. He was imprisoned
for 18 months. Even Gandhiji, in 1922, was
sentenced to six years for his article in Young
India on the charge of “attempting to excite
disaffection towards his majesty’s
Government established by law in British
India”. Many others were also prosecuted
and convicted.

Significantly, during the making of the

recentyears

Constitution, December 1, 1948, K M
Munshi moved an amendment in the
Constituent Assembly proposing sedition
be dropped “as constituting a restriction
on right to freedom of speech and expres-
sion particularly in the context of the
painful experience to punish Indians by the
British authorities for even innocuous ex-
pressions and criticism of colonial govern-
ment.” Article 19(1)(a)(g) provides for var-
ious freedoms including freedom of speech
and expression while clause 19 (2) to (6)
enumerates provisions for constituting
reasonable restrictions on the exercise of
such rights.

It must be noted that in none of the said
clauses s the offence of sedition mentioned
as grounds for “reasonable restriction”.
There are expressions like “interest of sov-
ereignty and integrity of India”, and secu-
rity of state public order but not sedition.
Sedition simply means “deshdroh”. Yet, it
has continued in the IPC. There have been
judgments from various high courts in this
regard but a constitution bench of the
Supreme Court delivered a judgment in
1962 (Kedarnath Singh vs The State of Bihar)
where it held that “unless accompanied by
incitement or call for violence criticism of
government cannot be labelled Sedition”.

There has been genuine criticism about
why this colonial-era provision should be
a part of our statute. The Congress party,
which claims to be the inheritor of the free-
dom movement, never tried to scrap this
law thoughit ruled India for nearly 60 years.
Certain freedoms are fundamental under
our constitutional scheme.

There have been cases of rampant abuse
and the latest is a hilarious instance from a
particular state where singing the
Hanuman Chalisa amounted to sedition.
Surely, there is a need for a review of the
law. India, in the 75th year of its independ-
ence, is strong and stable enough to decide
inafree, fair and objective manner whether
the offence of sedition is needed or not, and
if so under what form with strong guide-
lines to prevent its misuse, and clearly
enunciate the circumstances in whichitcan
be invoked. The PM has trusted the process
by which so many old laws have been re-
pealed, offences decriminalised and thou-
sands of compliance burdens removed. All
this was done in a peaceful manner with
due consultation. This is the institutional
strength of India. I am quite sure the same
process will entail a relook at the whole is-
sue of sedition to the satisfaction of all con-
cerned where a healthy balance is main-
tained between respect for human rights
and civil liberties and the compelling need
to fight terrorism, and separatism and
whose clear agenda is to break India.

I must conclude with a word of grati-
tude for the PM for demonstrating extraor-
dinary leadership in a matter that has di-
vided the country for the last few years. Let’s
hope the inner strength of the country will
help us arrive at a healthy conclusion.
Equally, the Supreme Court has shown ju-
dicial statesmanship by agreeing with the
government's request to give time for the
review and by passing appropriate interim
protections in the meantime.

The writer is a BJP MP and former Union
Law Minister

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LOSING THE WAR
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Blame it
on Putin' (IE, May 16). With no swiftend
to the Russia-Ukraine War as Putin, the
aggressor, expected, alliances are being
drawn and redrawn. Russia's aggressive
posturing is making the hitherto neu-
tral nations like Sweden and Finland
worried for their safety. The two coun-
tries are thinking of joining NATO,
which may not strengthen the organi-
sation, but will, definitely, help in pro-
jecting it, and, in consequence, the US,
as a force to be reckoned with. Russia
may be winning the battles in the on-
going crisis, but it is losing the war.
Vijai Pant, Hempur

DATA QUALITY

THIS REFERS TO the article. 'What
number hide' (IE, May 14 ). The avail-
ability of reliable and transparent data
has been a serious issue in India for a
long time. Well before the Covid data
controversy, there were questions
raised over GDP calculation accuracy,
expenditure survey data quality and
others. These disputes over the accu-
racy of numbers arise largely on ac-
count of a paucity of quality and reli-
able information, which results in
widely differing estimates and meas-
urements. Unless a credible and con-
sistent quality data infrastructure is
built, these unseemly debates will
keep recurring, and worse still, lead to

wrong inferences and policies.
Hemant Contractor, Pune

KNEE-JERK RESPONSE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, '‘Caught
with chaff (IE, May 16). Strangely un-
aware of ground reality, Minister of
Commerce Piyush Goyal came up with
sweeping statements painting a rosy
picture of wheat output in the current
season, despite indications to the con-
trary. Now, taking food security as the
reason, a blanket ban on wheat exports
has been hurriedly imposed, adversely
affecting not only the exporters and
grain traders but also the farmers. A bet-
ter solution could have been to gradu-
ally cap the exports so that the global
supply chain does not get abruptly dis-
rupted. Such knee-jerk reactions speak
of a government not willing to take the
arduous route of assuredly managing
farm production and hurting its own
image as a global supplier of grains.
Kamna Chhabra, Gurgaon

A GREAT WIN

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'India
Thomas Cup champs: Who would have
thought? The Team'(IE, May 16). Our
badminton team’s winning of the
Thomas Cupisinaclass by itself. It was
the result of laudable teamwork and
coordination.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

New Delhi
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Government of Madhya Pradesh
Office of the Engineer-in-Chief Water Resources Department,

Jal Sansadhan Bhawan, Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal (M.P.)
Email Id: ceproc.encwrd.bpl@nic.in Tel: 0755-2767635 Fax: 0755-2552406

N.LT. No. 905/2022-23/E-in-C/e-tendering

Bhopal, Dated 11.05.2022

Bids for following works are invited on website https:/www.mptenders.gov.in Last Date of
purchase/ download of Bid Document and submission of bid is 31.05.2022, 17:30 hrs. Any
amendment/modification can be seen only on the website. Detailed N.I.T. and other details can

be viewed on above mentioned website.

S. | Tender No. Work District | Amount
No. (Lakhs)
1. |2022_WRD_|On Turnkey Basis:- Construction of Banyani stop|Shivpuri| 346.26
202668 |dam, as per detailed scope of work but not limited
to that.
2. |2022_WRD_|On Turnkey Basis:- Construction of Khadoy stop|Shivpuri| 336.36
202669 |dam, as per detailed scope of work but not limited
to that.
3. [2022_WRD_ |On Turnkey Basis:- Construction of Nichroli Stop|Shivpuri| 273.12
202671 Dam, as per detailed scope of work but not limited
to that.
4. 12022_WRD_ |On Turnkey Basis:- Construction of Fulipurra Stop|Shivpuri| 243.88
202674 |Dam, as per detailed scope of work but not limited
to that.

HRA F TN H AW AR agd T,

IR TGN, AEF el S seen & T gd

Sd/-

G-12832/22 Chief Engineer (Procurement)

Notice Inviting Tender
Government of Madhya Pradesh

Narmada Valley Development Department
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
RANI AVANTI BAI LODHI SAGAR PROJECT BARGI HILLS, JABALPUR(M. P.)

Phone No.- 0761-2672230 FAX No.- 0761-2673732, E-mail: cerablsp@yahoo.co.in

Memo No. 11/G/G-2/CE/2022-23

Date 06-05-2022

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (1st Call)

NIT No. 12/G/CE/2022-23

Date : 06-05-2022

Online tenders on basis of Turn key contract for following works are invitied on
portal http://www.mptenders.gov.in brief information to tender is given below:-

Description of work

:|Construction of Shakkar micro

irrigation project on turn key
basis including construction of
dam on Shakkar river and
95839ha. pressurized pipe
micro irrigation system upto
2.5 ha. chak with duty 0.35
Ips/ha in Narsinghpur and
Chhindwara district including
SCADA work as per detalil
scope of work.

Probable Amount of tender (In Rs. Crore)

:|Rs. 3824.40 Crore

Earnest Money ( Rs. In Lakh)

:|Rs. 50.00 Lakhs

In bid to flee attack by
rival group, 5 men feared
drowned in Yamuna

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, MAY 16

FIVE MEN were feared drowned in the Yamuna
river at Yamunanagar as they reportedly jumped
into the water to save their lives after being at-
tacked by arival group on Sunday evening.

The Haryana Police was conducting search
operations with the help of divers.

The police identified the missing youths as
Sunny, Suleman, Allaudin, Sahil and Nikhil, all
aged between 19-21 and natives of Jagadhari.
Their five other friends escaped when the alleged
attack happened. The car, in which they had
come to the river bank for swimming, was also
badly damaged by the assailants, also hailing
from Jagadhari, the police added.

The two groups of young men had a murder-
ous clash two years ago. “Allaudin and others
were attacked by the rival group with weapons,
bricks and stones. To save their lives, they went
deeper into the river and are suspected to be
drowned. Despite all the efforts being made by
police, they have not been able to find any of the
bodies yet," said Ibrahim, Allaudin's uncle.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Subhash,
who is supervising the rescue operation, said:
“We got information that a few young men
drowned in the Yamuna river. When we reached
the spot, we learnt that it was a case of an old en-
mity and they were attacked by the rival group.
We are investigating the matter. The search op-
eration is still going on.”

KNOW BJP EVENT

Nadda to envoys: UCC not on
poll agenda, development is

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

AMID FOREIGN dignitaries flag-
ging some unpleasant happen-
ings in India, BJP President ] P
Nadda on Monday said that the
governments helmed by the party
atthe Centreand in states will fol-
low the “sabka saath, sabka vikas”
theme, while the elections will be
fought on developmental activi-
ties and welfare programmes of
the Narendra Modi government.

Nadda, who was interacting
with heads of missions of 14
countries at the BJP headquarters
on Monday as part of the second
legof the 'Know BJP'initiative, told
the dignitaries that the Uniform
Civil Code was not on the party's
election agenda even as “some
states are exploring” the prospects
of alegislation onit.

“The event (Know BJP) is
aimed atto make the external au-
dience aware of BJP's history, pro-
grammes, struggle and success
stories... The dignitaries have ap-
preciated the initiative. There
were suggestions for party-to-

€

<
e

=4

1 £
S L

OHARATIYA JANATA PARTY
WELLIVES

HERD OF RIESHONS

BJP president ] P Nadda at the party headquarters in New

Delhi on Monday. P11

party interactions towhich Nadda
jiagreed,” Vijay Chauthaiwale,
convenor of BJP's Overseas Cell,
told The Indian Express.

“There were questions onBJP's
ideology, its functioning, legisla-
tive agenda, its relation with the
RSSand the party's programmes.
Nadda insisted that his party
works on 'sabka saath, sabka
vikas'slogan, which, he said, is the
modern day elaboration of the
party's fundamentalidea of anty-
odaya,” said a source. Some of the
dignitaries had questions on the

DEFENCE ESTATES OFFICER,AGRA CIRCLE,AGRA CANTT.
NOTICE INVITING E-AUCTION

telephonically 0562-2225457.

E-auction for the disposal of scrap material (old disused material) at DEO Agra Circle

Online Bids (E-Auction) are invited on behalf of Defence Estates Officer, Agra Circle from the eligible
Individuals/Agencies/Organization/Firms etc. for Awarding the Contract for the disposal of scrap
material (old disused material) at DEO Agra Circle. Terms of contract is ten days from date of issue of
work order. Manual bids/offers will not be accepted. The interested contractors/firms may look up the
website (https://eauction.gov.in/eauction) No conditional tenders will be accepted. The Defence Estates
officer reserves the right to cancel or withdraw the tender without any notice and the Defence Estates
officer decision in the regard will be final. Terms/Conditions, eligibility criteria and connected details can
be seen in the website - (https://eauction.gov.in/eauction). Clarification needed, if any may be enquired/
clarified in pre-bid meeting or from the office on any working day from technical section o/o DEO Agra

Cost of Tender Document :|Rs. 50000.00 (Non refundable) SI. No. Activity Date Time in IST
On Line Tender Document Sale Date :|Dated 06-05-2022, 17:30 to i) | Date of Publication 17.05.2022 | At 10:00 HRS
10-06-2022, 17:30 i) |Start Date and Time for downloading of auction documents 17.05.2022 | At 10:00 HRS

On line Bid Submission Start/Closing date|:[Dated 06-05-2022, 17:30 to from http://leauction.gov.in/eAuction/app.
10-06-2022, 17:30 iiii) Submission Start date and time 17.05.2022 At 16:00 HRS
EMD & Technical Bid opening Date :|Dated 13-06-2022, 10:30 Onward iv) | Submission End date and time 06.06.2022 | At 13:00 HRS
Tender document can be purchased online only from above website after V) | Technical Evaluation Start Date and time 06.06.2022 | At 14:00 HRS
paying required amount through credit card or intrerest banking. For detailed vi) | Technical Evaluation End Date and time 07.06.2022 | At 17:00 HRS
information of tender visit the above website. vii) | Auction Start Date 08.06.2022 | At 10:00 HRS
Sd/- viii) [ Auction End Date 08.06.2022 | At 17:00 HRS
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Chief Engineer
Rani Avanti Bal Lodhi Sagar Project
Bargi Hills, Jabalpur

the website of https://eauction.gov.in/eauction.

The bidder may download the “Auction Document” and other terms and conditions as available on
-sd-

Defence Estates Officer

Agra Circle, Agra Cantt.

————

Fhiila Phala, Pure Khoe Pha
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New Delhi

reported incidents of communal
clashes, to which Nadda main-
tained that the “party wants de-
velopment and welfare of all.”

Envoys of US, Australia,
Canada, Israel, Denmark, Bhutan,
Fiji, Indonesia, New Zealand,
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Kenya,
Suriname and Dominican
Republic attended the event
hosted by the BJP's Overseas Cell.

In his address, Nadda said
the day marked the 8th an-
niversary of the BJP first com-
ing to power in 2014.

Now, demand for
letting Hindus to
pray at mosque

in Karnataka

Bengaluru: Amid the Gyanvapi
mosque row in Varanasi, mem-
bers of a forum named after PM
Narendra Modi have approached
the Mandya district administra-
tion in Karnataka, seeking per-
mission for Hindus to offer
prayers at a mosque, which they
claimed stands over the ruins of
aHanuman temple.

Built around 1782 during the
rule of Tipu Sultan, Jamia Masjid
in Srirangapatna s a heritage site
being maintained by
Archaeological Survey of India. It
also runs a Madrassa. Narendra
Modi Vichar Manch state secre-
tary CT Manjunath, who was part
of the delegation, met the
Mandya Deputy Commissioner
and submitted a memorandum,
seeking permission to allow
Hindus to offer prayers there.

“Documentary evidence of
Tipu Sultan writing to a ruler in
Persia, admitting that there was
a Hanuman temple before the
mosque was built; along with
Hindu inscriptions on the pillars
and walls support our stand. We
request the administration to al-
low Hindus to offer prayers at
the mosque.” ENS

Photographs of Taj Mahal’s underground cells as shared in

the ASI newsletter. Courtesy ASI

Ahead of court order on
Taj, ASI released photos
of underground cells

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

JUST SIX days ago, as the contro-
versy over the 22 locked rooms
inthe basement of the Taj Mahal
was raging — inside the court-
room and outside — the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) released some photo-
graphs of these cells.

On May 12, the Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad High
Court had rejected a petition
seeking a fact-finding inquiry
into the “history” of the Taj
Mahal and also opening of the
doors of its “22 rooms” to see
“the truth, whateveritis”.

The writ petition was filed in
the Lucknow bench by Rajneesh
Singh, media in-charge of the
BJP’s Ayodhya unit, contending
that the Taj Mahal was a Shiva
Temple known as Tejo Mahalaya,
asking for the government to

constitute a fact-finding com-
mittee to publish the “real his-
tory” of the monument.

After the court order, ASI of-
ficials had maintained that there
is no secret in those rooms, they
are just part of the structure, and
are not unique to the Taj Mahal.
“The work of maintenance of un-
derground cells on theriver side
was taken up. Decayed and dis-
integrated lime plaster was re-
moved and replaced by laying of
lime plaster and traditional lime
processing before application,”
said accompanying text, while
four photographs of the base-
ment cells, “before and after”
conversation, were published
alongside in the organisation’s
newsletter.

Even as ASl officials insist the
“January newsletter has been in
the public domain ever since”, it
was released by the agency onits
website on May 5 and tweeted
onits official handle on May 9.

2018 NSE MANIPULATION CASE

In order against bail, a
Dylan refrain: money
doesn’t talk... it swears

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

MONEY HAS a pervasive influ-
ence on people, a Delhi court has
said, using lyrics of a Bob Dylan
songinits detailed order denying
bail to NSE's former managing di-
rector Chitra Ramkrishnaand for-
mer group operating officer
Anand Subramanian in a 2018
case of bourse manipulation.

“Bob Dylan once said ‘money
doesn't talk, it swears’, which is a
songof 1964 album ‘It’s Alright Ma
I'm Only Bleeding™ Special Judge
Sanjeev Aggarwal wrote inthe 42-
page order. “... means that money
not only has influence, but it has
great influence, even a perverse
influence on people.”

The judge said Ramakrishna
prima facie appeared to have been
running the affairs of the NSE
“akin to that of a private club”.

Spelling out the reasons for
denying bail, the court said that
since the duo had held a pole po-
sition at the NSE, their chances of
tampering with evidence and in-
fluencing witnesses cannot be
ruled out.

While commenting on the
country’s leading stock exchange,
the judge said the financial world,
including Foreign Institutional
Investors (Flls), “are waiting with
bated breath for the NSE to re-
deemitself, so that they can fly to
this country for investment in

droves, which is at present, a bril-
liant destination for investment.”

“With regard to affairs of NSE
at the relevant time, it would not
be out of place to observe herein
that there comes a time in a life-
time of an institution, where it
finds itself at crossroads, then it
should take a path whichisaright
path to restore its glory, rather
than burying the skeletons, which
may later turn into Frankenstein
monsters,” court said.

The 2018 case pertains to
charges of preferential access to
the trading system to some bro-
kers through the co-location facil-
ity, where brokers can buy “rack
space” for their servers at NSE,
earlyloginand “dark fibre”, which
can allow a trader split-second
fasteraccess tothe datafeed of the
exchange. Even a split-second
edge is considered capable of
bringing huge gains to a trader.

According to the Securities
and Exchange Board of India, sev-
eral key decisions taken by
Ramkrishna during her tenure as
NSE's MD and CEO from 2013 to
2016, including Subramanian’s
appointment, were guided by an
unidentified yogi “who may be
largely dwelling in the Himalayan
Ranges”.Ramkrishnaisalleged to
have shared confidential informa-
tion about the bourse with the
“Himalayan Yogi".

The CBI has told the court the
“Himalayan Yogi” was none but
Subramanian himself.
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TELLING NUMBERS

Alcohol consumption in India:
trends across states, age groups

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION among both
menand womenis higher inrural India than
in urban India, the National Family Health
Survey-5 (NFHS-5), 2019-21 has found.
Overall, 1% of women aged 15 and over drink
alcohol, compared to 19% of men in the
same age group. This breaks up into 1.6% (ru-
ral) and 0.6% (urban) among women, and
19.9% and 16.5% respectively among men.

Of all states, Arunachal Pradesh has the
highest proportion of both men (53%) and
women (24%) who drink alcohol. Among
women, Arunachal Pradesh is followed by
Sikkim (16%); among men, it is followed by
Telangana (43%). Besides Arunachal and
Telangana, alcohol consumption among
men is higher (40% and above) in upper
Brahmaputra region of Assam, districts in
Jharkhand and Bastar region of
Chhattisgarh, and the Chhota Nagpur re-
gion of Jharkhand and Odisha.

The level of alcohol consumption
among men is 30-40% in parts of
Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Tripura, and a few districts of
Odisha. It is below 30% in the remaining
parts of India, and the lowest in
Lakshadweep (0.4%).

Alcohol consumption is more common
among those from the Scheduled Tribes
than from any other caste/tribe groups; this
is true of both women (6% consumption
among STs)and men (33%). Among religious
groups, the proportion of men who drink
alcohol is higher among those belonging to
“other religions” (47%) than among those
belonging to the Hindu (20%), Muslim (5%),
Christian (28%), Sikh (23.5%), Buddhist/Neo-
Buddhist (24.5%) and Jain(5.9%) religions.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

% of population aged 15
and over who currently
drink alcohol, as reported
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Lowest consumption:
Lakshadweep 0.4%, Gujarat 5.8%,
J&K 8.7%, Rajasthan 11.0%,
Maharashtra 13.9%, UP 14.5%
WOMEN
ALL-INDIA >> Urban | Rural
1.3% 0.6% | 1.6%
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Arunachal
Sikkim
Assam
Telangana
Jharkhand
A&N slands
Chhattisgarh [ 4.9%

Lowest consumption:
Kerala 0.2%, J&K 0.2%. In 9 states/UTs,
alcohol consumption among womenis 0.3%.

Source: NFHS-5

THIS WORD MEANS

PROTECTED MOBILITY VEHICLES

Army has floated an RFI for such vehicles. What protection
do they provide, and where will they be deployed?

THE ARMY last floated a request for infor-
mation (RFI) to purchase Protected Mobility
Vehicles (PMV) for high-altitude areas
above 4,000 m, and for deserts and plains.
After getting responses, it is expected to
float a request for proposal (RFP) in
November, followed by trials.

PURPOSE: The PMV is a wheeled ar-
moured personnel carrier. It provides
troops protection from mine blasts and
sudden attacks with small arms.

WHAT ARMY WANTS: The RFI speci-
fies that the RMVs should be able to carry
ten personnel in addition to the driver and
co-driver with each person carrying a com-
bat load of not less than 30 kg. The PMVs
should have ballistic protection and pro-
vide protection from grenade and mine
blasts. They should have a maximum speed
of 90 kph on road and 40 kph on cross-
country terrain, and be able to operate in
temperature range of 40°Cto-15°Cin high-
altitude areas, and be able to ford in water
at a depth of 1,000 mm, it said. The Army
wants the RMVs to have a weapon mount
to enable a 7.62 mm Light Machine Gun
(LMG)to be fitted, and 11 firing ports — five
on either side and one at the rear.
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An Infantry Protected Mobility
Vehicle jointly developed by TASL and
DRDO. Indian Army

WHERE IT’S MADE: India has the ca-
pability of producing PMVs. Last month, the
Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL)
handed over the first Infantry Protected
Mobility Vehicle (IPMV) to then Chief of
Army Staff, Gen MM Naravane. TASL, the
first Indian private sector company to pro-
duce such carriers, has developed the IPMV
in collaboration with the DRDO. These are
produced at the TASL's Pune establishment.
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

The Places of Worship Act

Today, the Supreme Court will hear an appeal against the video survey of Varanasi’s Gyanvapi mosque. A
Muslim body says the survey violates a 1991 law. What is this law, and what has the SCsaid about it earlier?

ANANTHAKRISHNANG.
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

THE SUPREME Court will on Tuesday hear a
challenge to the order of a civil court in
Varanasi directing a videographic survey of
the Maa Shringar Gauri Sthal in the Kashi
Vishwanath temple-Gyanvapi mosque
complex.

The principal contention of the
Committee of Management of Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid, the organisation that has
filed the appeal, is that the order of the
Varanasi court — which was upheld by
Allahabad High Court on April 21 —is “clearly
interdicted” by The Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991.

What is the Places of Worship Act, and
what are its provisions?

The long title describes it as “An Act to
prohibit conversion of any place of worship
and to provide for the maintenance of the re-
ligious character of any place of worship as it
existed on the 15th day of August, 1947, and
for matters connected therewith orinciden-
tal thereto.”

Section 3 of the Act bars the conversion,
in full or part, of a place of worship of any re-
ligious denomination into a place of worship
of a different religious denomination — or
even a different segment of the same reli-
gious denomination.

Section 4(1) declares that the religious
character of a place of worship “shall con-
tinue to be the same as it existed” on August
15, 1947. Section 4(2) says any suit or legal
proceeding with respect to the conversion
of the religious character of any place of wor-
ship existing on August 15, 1947, pending be-
fore any court, shall abate — and no fresh suit
or legal proceedings shall be instituted.

The proviso to this subsection saves suits,
appeals and legal proceedings that are pend-
ing on the date of commencement of the Act,
if they pertain to the conversion of the reli-
gious character of a place of worship after
the cut-off date.

Section 5 stipulates that the Act shall not
apply to the Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
case, and to any suit, appeal or proceeding
relating to it.

At least two petitions challenging the Act
— filed by Lucknow-based Vishwa Bhadra

The Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi. In the foreground is the shikhar of the Kashi
Vishwanath temple. Renuka Puri/Express Archive

Pujari Purohit Mahasangh and some follow-
ers of Sanatan Vedic Religion, and advocate
Ashwini Upadhyay — are pending before the
Supreme Court. The law has been challenged
on the ground that it bars judicial review,
which is a basic feature of the Constitution,
imposes an “arbitrary irrational retrospec-
tive cutoff date”, and abridges the right to re-
ligion of Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and Sikhs.

The court issued notice on Upadhyay’s
petition in March 2021, but the Centre is yet
tofileits reply.

Under what circumstances was the 1991
law enacted, and how did the
government justify it?

The Act was brought by the Congress gov-
ernment of Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao at a time when the Ram temple move-
ment was at its peak. The Babri Masjid was
still standing, but L K Advani’s rath yatra, his
arrest in Bihar, and the firing on kar sevaks in
Uttar Pradesh had raised communal tensions.

Moving the Bill in Parliament, then Home
Minister S B Chavan said: “It is considered
necessary to adopt these measures in view
of the controversies arising from time to time
with regard to conversion of places of wor-
ship which tend to vitiate the communal at-
mosphere... Adoption of this Bill will effec-

tively prevent any new controversies from
arising in respect of conversion of any place
of worship...”

What has the BJP said about the Places of
Worship Act and the Kashi Vishwanath
temple-Gyanvapi mosque dispute?

The main opposition BJP opposed the Bill.
Then MP Uma Bharti said “maintenance of
status quo as in 1947 in respect of religious
places is like closing eyes similar to that of
pigeons against advancement of cats.
This...will mean preservation of tensions for
the coming generations”. She referred to the
Kashi Vishwanath temple-Gyanvapi mosque
dispute: “Was not the intention of Aurangzeb
behind leaving remnants of the temple (he
destroyed) at the site of mosque, to keep re-
minding Hindus of their historical fate and
to remind coming generations of Muslims of
their past glory and power?”

During the movement for the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, the VHP-BJP often spoke
of “liberating” the temples at Varanasi and
Mathura as well. A popular slogan of the time
was, “Ayodhya toh bas jhaanki hai, Kashi
Mathura baaki hai (Ayodhyais just a preview,
Kashi and Mathura are yet to come).”

After the Supreme Court’s unanimous
2019 verdict giving the disputed land in
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Ayodhya to Hindus, however, the RSS sought
to distance itself from demands for similar
movements in Varanasi and Mathura.
Ayodhya was an “exception”, it said.
Responding to specificquestions on the is-
sue, RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat told reporters:
“The Sangh is not associated with any move-
ment, it is associated with human develop-
ment. Because of a historical backdrop, the
Sangh got associated with this
(Ramjanmabhoomi) movement as an organ-
isation. Itis an exception. Now we will again be
associated with human development and this
movement will not remain of concern to us.”

What did the Supreme Court say about
the Places of Worship Act in its Ayodhya
judgment?

The constitutional validity of the 1991 Act
was not under challenge, nor had it been ex-
amined before the Supreme Court Bench
that heard the Ramjanmaboomi-Babri
Masjid title suit. Even so, the court, while dis-
agreeing with certain conclusions drawn by
the Allahabad High Court about the Act,
made specific observations in its support.

“In providing a guarantee for the preser-
vation of the religious character of places of
public worship as they existed on 15 August
1947 and against the conversion of places of
public worship, Parliament determined that
independence from colonial rule furnishes a
constitutional basis for healing the injustices
of the past by providing the confidence to
every religious community that their places
of worship will be preserved and that their
character will not be altered,” the court said.

"The law addresses itself to the State as
much as to every citizen of the nation... The
State, has by enacting the law, enforced a
constitutional commitment and opera-
tionalised its constitutional obligations to up-
hold the equality of all religions and secular-
ism which is a part of the basic features of
the Constitution. The Places of Worship Act
imposes a non-derogable obligation towards
enforcing our commitment to secularism
under the Indian Constitution. The law is
hence a legislative instrument designed to
protect the secular features of the Indian
polity, which is one of the basic features of
the Constitution... The Places of Worship Act
is...alegislative intervention which preserves
non-retrogression as an essential feature of
our secular values.”

Fair & average quality wheat: norms, relaxation

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR MAY 16

THE CENTRE on Sunday relaxed the Fair and
Average Quality (FAQ) norms for wheat in
the ongoing rabi marketing season in Punjab,
Haryana, and Chandigarh by a factor of three,
raising the permissible limit of “shrivelled
and broken grains” to 18% from the existing
6%.Unseasonal heat in March, when the rabi
crop goes through its grain-filling stage, has
led to shrivelling, making the grain unfit for
procurement as per the usual quality norms.

Procurement norms

Every year, before procurement begins in
this region in April, the Storage and Research
division of the Department of Food & Public
Distribution in the Union Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution,
notifies specifications to ensure the quality
of the procured wheat. This year, wheat con-

What Bilawal’s US visit means for

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

BILAWAL BHUTTO ZARDARI, Foreign
Minister of Pakistan in the new “unity gov-
ernment” of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, is scheduled Monday to leave on a
visit to the United States. Itis expected that
the visit will repair ties between the two
countries, which have been in limbo for
over a year, and which reached a low with
former Prime Minister Imran Khan’s accu-
sations that the Biden Administration was
behind his ouster.

Pakistan and US

Given the military-security establish-
ment’s stakes in Pakistan’s foreign rela-
tions, the spadework for the 33-year-old’s
first solo official visit abroad as Foreign
Minister was done by ISI Director-General
Lt General Nadeem Anjum, who was in
Washington last week and held meetings
with US National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan and CIA head William ] Burns.

The two visits are the first high-level
contact between the two sides since last

September, when Pakistan’s then National
Security Adviser Moeed Yusuf and ISI chief
Faiz Hameed got a cold reception while vis-
iting Washington following Imran Khan's
rhetoric, especially his description of US
troops’ departure from Afghanistan as
Afghans “breaking the shackles of slavery”.

An urgent reset in the ties is important
from Pakistan’s point of view. The military-
security establishment has deep historical
ties with its counterparts in the US. It does
not want to lose this. Also, repairing ties
with the US could help Pakistan regain in-
fluence over the Taliban in Afghanistan as
its interlocutor with the West.

The new civilian regime needs assis-
tance from Western-led lenders as it looks
to repair a crumbling economy. Pakistan
has now seen that money is no longer on
tap from the Gulf countries. The Chinese
too have been reluctant to lend any more
to Pakistan for fear that it will not be able to
repay, reportedly refusing a $6-bn loan for
a CPEC power project recently.

For the US, the new government in
Islamabad provides an opportunity to get
back into a region that it exited in August
2021 after handing over Afghanistan to the

Taliban. Concern has grown that IS-K is
now established in the mix of terror groups
operating in Afghanistan, and the term
“Afpak” is back in vogue in the US.
Pakistan’s hold over the Taliban was never
complete, and is less so now. But the US be-
lieves that Pakistan could still provide es-
sential help to stabilise the country, which
in turn would help the US secure its inter-
ests at a time when Washington’s focus is
on Ukraine.

After four years without one, the
US named an Ambassador in
Islamabad in February this year.
Pakistan’s controversial appointee,
Sardar Masood Khan, took
charge only a couple of
months ago when the Biden
Administration greenlighted
the appointment after a four-month wait.

Coming of age

Bhutto is travelling to New York at the
invitation of Secretary of State Anthony
Blinken for a foreign ministers’ meeting on
world food security being hosted by the US
and UN in the context of the war in Ukraine,
but the two are expected to hold bilateral

1

IN FACT

taining up to 0.75% foreign matter, 2% dam-
aged grain, 4% slightly damaged grain, 6%
shrivelled and broken grain, and 12% mois-
ture was cleared for procurement.

The specifications are implemented at
the time of procurement by personnel from
the quality control wing of the Food
Corporation of India (FCI).

Grain that looks good

FAQ wheat is fully developed, and has a
proper lustre. The main varieties are golden or
pale yellow, the grain is not dark, and it does
not have any streaks. It is properly dry, and
meets all nutritional conditions, the values of
which are tested in the lab in case of doubt.

“If alayman takes a handful of wheatand
finds the grain is shiny and beautiful, it would
usually mean that the wheat meets FAQ,” an
FCI quality control inspector said. The QC
wing conducts physical and chemical analy-
ses during the procurement process, and on
the stored crop, the inspector said.

FAQ specifies texture, colour and
content of wheat grain. Express Archive

Previous relaxations

The government has in the past relaxed
norms for moisture content and loss of lustre
following heavy rain during the harvesting sea-
son, when ripe crops were flattened, and the
grain turned blackish. This is the first time,
however, that such amajor relaxation has been

allowed for shrivelled grain, FCI officials said.
They could not recall a previous relaxation for
shrivelled grain of more than perhaps 1-2%.

Is the wheat bad?

The relaxation of procurement parame-
ters to “reduce the hardship of farmers and
avoid distress sale of wheat” does not mean
the quality of the grainis bad. “The grains are
smallerinssize, but there is no loss of quality.
The quality control wings of both FCl and the
government have carried out several tests on
the shrivelled grain, and found only weight
loss, not a loss of quality,” a senior FCl officer
said, adding that this wheat will now be
called “Under Relaxed Specifications (URS)
wheat” instead of FAQ.

Several senior scientists at Punjab
Agricultural University, Ludhiana, also said
the shrivelling has caused only loss of yield
and lower milling recovery, not deterioration
of quality or nutritional value, and the pro-
tein content of the grain remains intact.

akistan’s relations with the West

discussions on the sidelines.

While the Pakistan establishment ex-
pects the young Oxford-educated foreign
minister to make an impression in
Washington, the visit is also an opportu-
nity for Bhutto, who has to lead the
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) into a general
election within months, to demonstrate to
both the jiyalas (as loyal PPP workers are
called) and the sceptics that he can wear

the mantle of Benazir Bhutto and
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.
Ever since Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
turned his stints as foreign minister
(to President Ayub Khan, and later,
from 1971 to 1977)into grand
international theatre tuned to
domestic political constituen-
cies, the Foreign Ministry is
where ambitious politicians have hoped to
grow as they cut their teeth on Pakistan’s
tricky civil-military equations.

Bhutto’s charge as Foreign Minister
comes at a time when Pakistan’s diplo-
macy, not just with the US, but with the en-
tire Western world, is in disarray.

Imran Khan’sill-timed visit to Moscow
on the day Russian President Vladimir

Putin ordered the invasion of Ukraine, his
hectoring of Islamabad-based European
diplomats, his ire at UAE and Saudi Arabia
for not backing his condemnation of India
over Kashmir, and his proposal for an alter-
native Islamic alliance with Turkey and
Malaysia, have all ruptured old friendships
— and left the world open for Bhutto to put
his stamp on, even if under the tutelage of
the military-civilian establishment.

Keeping the Kashmir issue alive is an
acid test for every Pakistani politician, espe-
cially foreign ministers. Bhutto has made a
kickstart by presenting a “policy state-
ment” in Parliament against the delimita-
tion award in J&K as one that would enable
demographic change, and presenting a
joint resolution against India’s “efforts to
undermine the internationally recognised
disputed status” of J&K. He has also writ-
ten to the UN Security Council.

Interestingly, the statements came af-
ter Pakistan decided to fill a long vacant
post in the Pakistan High Commission in
Delhi for a diplomat dealing with trade is-
sues. This triggered criticism on social me-
dia, compelling Pakistan to clarify that
there was no change in trade policy

New Delhi

The China equation

Even as it gets on with resetting ties
with the US, Pakistan is keen not to give any
wrong signals to China. Bhutto has pledged
not to allow anyone to harm Pakistan’s
“iron-clad friendship” with China, and
promised that those behind the suicide at-
tack at Karachi University, which killed
three Chinese nationals and their Pakistani
assistant, would be brought to book.

According to a report in Dawn, quoting
a statement from the Prime Minister’s
Office, PM Sharif held a “comprehensive”
telephone call with Chinese Premier Li
Kegiang on Monday during which he af-
firmed the government’s “firm resolve” to
fast-track China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) projects. “He also reiter-
ated that Pakistan attached the highestim-
portance to the safety, security and protec-
tion of all Chinese nationals working in
Pakistan on economic projects and institu-
tions...,” Dawn said.

Some reports suggest that immediately
after returning from his US trip, Bhutto will
travel to Beijing on the invitation of Wang
Yi, with whom he has already held a vir-
tual meeting.
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FRANCE

MACRON Pi1cKS ELISABETH BORNE As PM

French President Emmanuel Macron picked Labour Minister Elisabeth Borne as his
new prime minister on Monday as he prepares for legislative elections in June -only
the second time in 30 years that a woman has got the job. Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Jean Castex handed in his resignation, paving the way for a cabinet over-
haul after Macron's re-election in April.
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US President Joe Biden.

USA
Bidenactsto
deploy troops
to Somalia

Wiashington: President Joe
Biden signed an order on
Monday to redeploy hun-
dreds of US troops to
Somalia to counter the
[slamic extremist rebel
group al-Shabab. US troops
will be repositioned from
elsewhere in Affica to train
and provide other support
to Somali forces in their
fight against al-Shabab,
which is considered the
largest and wealthiest af-
filiate of the al-Qaida ex-
tremist organisation. The
decision to station forces
again in Somalia, rather
than rotate them in and
out, is intended “to max-
imise the safety and effec-
tiveness of our forces and
enable them to provide
more efficient support to
our partners,” National
Security Council
spokesperson Adrienne
Watson said in announc-
ing the redeployment. AP

LEBANON

Early results:
Hezbollah sees
election losses

Beirut: Lebanon’s militant
Hezbollah group and its
allies appear to have suf-
fered losses in this week-
end’s parliamentary elec-
tions with preliminary
results Monday showing
their strongest opponents
picking up more seats
and some of their tradi-
tional partners routed out
of the legislature. Despite
the apparent setback,
Hezbollah and its main
Shia ally, the Amal group
of Parliament Speaker
Nabih Berri, are likely to
retain the 27 seats allo-
cated to the sect. It was not
clear, however, whether
the Iran-backed group and
its allies would hang on to
the majority they have
held since 2018. AP

UK

4 meninfected
with monkeypox
inLondon

London: British health au-
thorities say they have
identified four “rare and
unusual” cases of the dis-
ease monkeypox among
men who appear to have
been infected in London
and had no history of travel
to the African countries
where the smallpox-like
disease is endemic. In a
statement Monday, the
UK's Health Security
Agency said an investiga-
tion had begun into how
the men became infected
and whether they had any
links to each other. Three
of the men are in London
and one is in northeast
England. Last week, Britain
reported three earlier
cases of monkeypox. AP

NEPAL

Inafirst, Britisher
scalesEverest
for16thtime

Kathmandu: Kenton Cool,
a48-year-old British na-
tional, has scaled the
world's highest peak
Mount Everest for the 16th
time, becoming the first
non-Nepalese to do so, a
media report said on
Monday. Cool, who hails
from Gloucestershire, a
county in South West
England, reached the top
of Mount Everest for the
16th time early on Sunday
morning, The Guardian re-
ported, citing the insta-
gram pageof Cool. ~ PTI

ERDOGAN OPPOSES NORDIC MOVE, MACRON SHOWS SUPPORT

Putin appears to back off threats
as Sweden decides to join NATO

AGENCIES
STOCKHOLM/KYIV, MAY 16

VLADIMIR PUTIN appeared to
climb down on Monday from
Russia’s objections to Sweden
and Finland joining NATO, saying
Moscow had noissues with them
entering the US-led military al-
liance they now aim to joinin re-
action to his invasion of Ukraine.

Though the Russian leader
said Moscow would take action
if NATO were to move more
troops or hardware onto the ter-
ritory of its new members - steps
Finland and Sweden have both
already ruled out - he said NATO's
expansion itself was not a threat.

“As far as expansion goes, in-
cluding new members Finland
and Sweden, Russia has no prob-
lems with these states - none.
And so in this sense there is no
immediate threat to Russia from
an expansion to include these
countries,” Putin said.

The comments came after
Sweden on Monday decided to
join Finland in seeking NATO
membership. “Russia has said that
that it will take countermeasures
if we join NATO,” she said. “We
cannot rule out that Sweden will
be exposed to, for instance, disin-
formation and attempts to intim-
idate and divide us,” the PM said.

Putin, however, had stated
that, “The expansion of military
infrastructure into this territory
would certainly provoke our re-
sponse. What that (response)
will be - we will see what threats
are created for us.” “Problems are
being created for noreasonatall.
We shall react accordingly.”

Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan said on Monday that
Swedish and Finnish delegations
should not bother coming to
Ankara to convince it to approve
their NATO bid. President
Emmanuel Macron of France wel-
comed Finland and Sweden’s de-
cision to apply for NATO member-
ship, saying in a statement that
their accession would reinforce
security for “Europe as awhole.”

A resident next to a flooded area after Ukrainian military
forces opened a dam to flood an residential area to stop
advance of Russian forces to Kyiv on Sunday. Reuters

MCDONALD’S RETREATS FROM MOSCOW

Russian forces fall back
in northeast Ukraine

REUTERS
RUSKALOZOVA, MAY 16

UKRAINIAN TROOPS have
pushed Russian forces back from
the northeastern city of Kharkiv
and some have advanced as far as
the border with Russia, Ukrainian
officials said on Monday.

The developments, if con-
firmed, would signal a further
shift in momentum in favour of
Ukraine. And in another setback
for Putin, McDonald's Corp, the
world's largest fast food chain,
said it was pulling out of Russia
because of the conflict. The
world's largest burger chain,
which owns about 84% of its
nearly 850 restaurants in Russia,
will take a related non-cash
charge of up to $1.4 billion fol-
lowing its sale.

On the battlefields near
Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-
largest city, interior ministry ad-
viser Vadym Denisenko said

Ukrainian troops were mount-
ing a counter-offensive. “It can
no longer be stopped... Thanks to
this, we can go to the rear of the
Russian group of forces,” he said.

Ukraine's defence ministry
said on Monday the 227th
Battalion of the 127th Brigade
of Ukraine's Territorial Defence
Forces had reached the border
with Russia. The governor of
the Luhansk region in Donbas,
Serhiy Gaidai, said the situa-
tion “remains difficult”, with
Russian forces trying to capture
the town of Sieverodonetsk.

Russia said on Monday that
it had agreed to evacuate
wounded Ukrainian soldiers
from the bunkers below the be-
sieged Azovstal steel works in
Mariupol to a medical facility
in the Russian-controlled town
of Novoazovsk. "An agreement
has been reached on the re-
moval of the wounded,"” the
Moscow defence ministry said
ina statement.

BLoOD MOON DAZZ1LES NIGHT SKIES

EU to offer
Kyiv new
loans to plug
urgent needs

FRANCESCO GUARASCIO
BRUSSELS, MAY 16

THE EUROPEAN Commission is
set to propose on Wednesday a
new package of financial aid to
Ukraine, including new loans to
provide immediate liquidity to
Kyiv and commitments for the
long-term financing of the coun-
try's reconstruction, officials said.

The size of the short-term fi-
nancial support is still being de-
fined but two officials familiar
with the discussions told Reuters
they expected it to roughly cover
Ukraine's financial needs for two
months, largely through loans.

Athird official said the money
would come from the EU budget
and from EU governments, dis-
missing earlier talk that the funds
could be raised in the market
with the issuance of joint bonds
backed by the EU budget.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) estimated in April
that Ukraine needed around $5
billion dollars a month for at
least three months to plug the
immediate financial shortfall
caused by Russia's invasion.

The Fund’s chief, Kristalina
Georgieva, has called for this
support to come in the form of
grants rather than loans.

The scale of EU support will
depend also on how much G7
countries are willing to con-
tribute. A meeting of finance
ministers of the Group of Seven
major economies is scheduled in
the second half of this week, just
after the Commission is ex-
pected to unveil its proposals.

A spokesperson for the EU
declined to comment onthe new
package. REUTERS

The eclipse was visible for a large portion of the world, including those in the US, much of Europe and Africa, and parts of the
Pacific. ‘Blood moon’ happens when the Earth’s moon is in a total lunar eclipse. An associate astronomer at the Hayden
Planetarium in New York estimated that 2.7 billion people could catch at least part of the eclipse, including viewers in
Dresden, Germany, where the moon could be seen setting behind the dome of the Kunstakedmie on Monday. AP

—_—

People wait in a queue to buy petrol at a closed fuel station in

Colombo on Monday. Reuters

SriLanka down
to last day of
petrol, says PM

In first televised address, he says nation
needs $75 million forex to pay for imports

REUTERS &AP
COLOMBO, MAY 16

SRI LANKA'S new prime minis-
ter said on Monday the crisis-hit
nation was down to its last day
of petrol, as the country’s power
minister told citizens not to join
the lengthy fuel queues that have
galvanised weeks of anti-gov-
ernment protests.

Ranil Wickremesinghe said in
his first televised address to the
nation the country urgently
needed $75 million in foreign ex-
change to pay for essential im-
ports. “At the moment, we only
have petrol stocks for a single day.
The next couple of months willbe
the most difficult ones of our lives,”
he said. “We must prepare our-
selves tomake some sacrificesand
face the challenges of this period.”

Two shipments of petroland
two of diesel using an Indian
credit line could provide reliefin
the next few days, he added, but
the country is also facing a short-
age of 14 essential medicines.

“Request the public not to
queue up or top up in the next
three days until the 1,190 fuel sta-
tion deliveries have been com-
pleted,” Power Minister Kanchana

Crisisin
® nation

EXPLAINED

IN HIS ADDRESS, the PM
said the country’s financial
healthis so poor that the
government has been
forced to print money to
pay the salaries. He said
about $75 billion is needed
urgently to help provide
people with essential
items, but the country’s
treasury is struggling to
find even $1 billion.

Wijesekera said on Monday.

Wickremesinghe said “I have
no desire to hide the truth and
to lie to the public. Although
these facts are unpleasant and
terrifying, this is the true situa-
tion. For a short period, our fu-
ture will be even more difficult
than the tough times that we
have passed.” “We will face con-
siderable challenges and adver-
sity. However, this period will
notbe long,” he said, adding that
countries with which he has
spoken have pledged to help in
the next few months.

POLICE SAY WOULD-BE BOMBER ARRESTED

Pak: Foiled suicide attack against
Chinese nationals along CPEC

ASIF SHAHZAD
ISLAMABAD, MAY 16

PAKISTANI POLICE arrested a
would-be suicide bomber who
planned to blow herself up near
a convoy of Chinese nationals
along the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC),a po-
lice statement said.

Monday’s arrest came two
weeks after a woman suicide
bomber blew herself up on a
university campus in the south-
ern port city of Karachi, killing
three Chinese teachers and
their Pakistani driver Police ar-
rested the militant in south-
western Balochistan province
that borders Afghanistan and
Iran, the statement said.

She belongs to the separatist
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA),
which has started using women
militants as suicide bombers,
police said, anew phenomenon
for counter-terrorism police
who are more used to dealing
with such attacks by Islamist
militants. “The woman wanted

Shehbaz assures
more security for
Chinese citizens

Islamabad: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
assured China that his gov-
ernment is determined to
take all necessary meas-
ures for the enhanced se-
curity and safety of Chinese
nationals in Pakistan and
affirmed his “firm resolve”
to fast track projects under
the $60 billion CPEC. PTI

to target a convoy of Chinese
nationals,” police said, adding
the attack was planned along a
route of China Pakistan
Economic-Corridor (CPEC).
Police recovered explosives
and detonators from the woman
and investigated her, revealing
her plans to target Chinese na-
tionals. No other evidence was
produced to support their accu-
sation. REUTERS

PLAN REPRESENTS STEP TOWARD COUNTRY’S GOAL OF ACHIEVING NET-ZERO CARBON EMIsSIONS By 2050

New Zealand to help pay for cleaner cars to reduce emissions

-

NICKPERRY
WELLINGTON, MAY 16

NEW ZEALAND'S government
said on Monday it will help pay
for lower-income families to
scrap their old gas guzzlers and
replace them with cleaner hy-
brid or electric cars as part of a
sweeping plan to reduce green-
house gas emissions.

The government said it plans
to spend 569 million New
Zealand dollars ($357 million) on
the trial programme as part of a
larger plan that includes subsidies
for businesses to reduce emis-
sions, a switch toan entirely green
bus fleet by 2035 and curbside

food-waste collection for most
homes by the end of the decade.

“Thisisalandmarkday in our
transition to a low emissions fu-
ture,” Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said in a statement.
“We've all seen the recent reports
on sea level rise and its impact
right here in New Zealand. We
cannot leave the issue of climate
change until it's too late to fix.”

The planrepresents a step to-
ward the pledges the nation
made under the 2016 Paris
Agreement on climate change
and New Zealand’s stated goal of
achieving net-zero carbon emis-
sions by 2050.

Ardern, who was scheduled
to launch the plan but cancelled

An electric vehicle charging station and car share parking in

Auckland. Ap

after testing positive for Covid-19
late last week, said every commu-
nity and sector had a role to play
and thatreducing reliance on fos-
sil fuels would help shield house-
holds from volatile price hikes.

The plan also sets a target of
reducing total car travel by 20%
over the next 13 years by offer-
ing better transportation options
in cities as well as improved op-
tions for cyclists and walkers.

The programmes will be paid
forfroma 4.5 billion New Zealand
dollar ($2.8 billion) climate emer-
gency response fund. Officials
said over time, money collected
from polluters would pay for the
programmes rather than taxes
from households.

New Delhi

The most significant emis-
sions reductions for the period
ending December 31,2025 will
comeintheenergy, industrialand
transport sectors, government
documents said, adding every
sector will have to play arole.

But the plan remained short
on some details, including for the
gas guzzler replacement plan
which the government said
would be finalised over the com-
ing months. And some critics
said it continued to give an easy
ride to the nation’s huge agricul-
ture industry, which creates
about half of the nation’s total
greenhouse gas emissions butis
also vital to the economy as the
nation’s biggest export earner.

N Korea’s Kim
orders military to

stabilise supply
of Covid drugs

Seoul: Leader Kim Jong Un has
ordered North Korea’s military
to stabilise distribution of
Covid-19 medicine in the capi-
tal, Pyongyang, state media said.

Drugs procured by the state
were not reaching people
quickly, Kim told an emergency
politburo meeting on Sunday,
before visiting pharmacies near
the capital's Taedong River, state
news agency KCNA said.

Kim ordered immediate de-
ployment of the “powerful forces”
of the army’s medical corps to
“stabilise the supply of medicines
in Pyongyang City”, it added.

Among shortcomings were a
lack of adequate drug storage,
salespeople unequipped with
the proper sanitary clothing and
hygiene falling short of stan-
dards, Kim said. He criticised the
“irresponsible” work attitude,
organisation and execution by
the cabinet and the public health
sector, it added. REUTERS

US deaths from
Covid hit ] mn

CORONAVIRUS CASES are
spreading at an alarming rate
across the US, particularly in the
Northeast and the Midwest, as
the country’s death toll nears the
one million mark.

An average of over 90,000
new cases are now being identi-
fied each day in the US, a 60 per
cent increase from two weeks
ago.And in much of the Northeast
and Midwest, daily new-case re-
ports have already surpassed the
peakof last summer’s Delta surge.

Hospitalisations are increas-
ing across the country, though
more slowly than new cases. The
number of patients with coron-
avirus in American hospitals sur-
passed 21,000 over the past week,
but still a 23 per cent rise from
two weeks ago. Health officials
across the Midwest are beginning
to warn high-risk people to once
again wear masks indoors and to
get booster shots, as counties in
several states move to higher-risk
Covid-19 community levels.NYT

Imran’s security
beefed up after
‘assassination’
plot claims

Islamabad: The Pakistan govern-
menton Monday beefed up secu-
rity for former PM Imran Khan,
two days after he claimed that
there was a plot to assassinate
him, according to a media report.

Khan claimed on Saturday
thata “conspiracy” to assassinate
him was being hatched in
Pakistan and abroad, warning that
if anything happens to him, the
people will come to know about
the perpetrators through a video
message he hasrecently recorded
and placed in a safe place.

At Khan’s residence in Bani
Gala, 94 security officers will be
deployed, of which, 22 men will
be from the Islamabad police
and 72 from the Frontier
Constabulary, the report said,
quoting the spokesperson of the
interior ministry. PTI

“Some of the policies an-
nounced, like the cash-for-
clunkers system, are proven to
be dogs and have been tried and
failed overseas,” said David
Seymour, leader of the libertar-
ian ACT Party. Seymour said con-
sumers should be able to choose
how they reduce emissions
through the market-based emis-
sions trading scheme.

According to Reuters report,
the new Emissions Reduction
Plan "delivers the greatest op-
portunity we've had in decades
to address climate change but
also move to a high wage, low
emissions economy that pro-
vides greater economic security
by creatingjobs,” Ardern said. AP
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SECTOR WATCH
INSURANCE

Disclosure norms
eased for foreign
reinsurance
branches, Lloyd’s

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,MAY 16

IN A surprise move, the insur-
ance regulator has relaxed the
disclosure requirements of for-
eign reinsurance branches
(FRBs)and Lloyd's Indiaas part
of “rationalisation of compli-
ance” standards.

Theregulator said FRBsand
Lloyd’s India are now ex-
empted fromdisclosing finan-
cial details and underwriting
performance through NL40
format. However, according to
experts, the latest measures
will lead to opaqueness in the
functioning of reinsurance
branchesin India.

Irdai said FRBs and Lloyd’s
India need not publish the half
yearly and annual revenue ac-
count, profit&loss account, bal-
ance sheetand analyticalratios
as mandated in the captioned
circular in the newspapers.
“However, they may continue
to publish a true and accurate
abstract of the various returns
for the purpose of publicity on
a voluntary basis pursuant to
provisions of Section 25 of the
Insurance Act, 1938,” it said.
FRBs and Lloyd’s India provide
reinsurance support to the di-
rect insurers and the insurers
do conduct their due diligence
on the FRBs while entering
reinsurance contracts with
them, Irdai said. “The necessary
informationonfinancialsisalso
made available through public
disclosures on the respective
website of the FRBs.
Reinsurance business is B2B
segmentand the policyholders
do not deal with the reinsur-
ers,” it said in a circular to the
CEOs of insurance companies.

“Transparency is equally
important. Discontinuing up-
loading NL40 appears to be a
retrograde step in this era of
transparency. Whether the
FRBs in India have provided
any significant advantage to
the marketas compared tothe
services rendered by interna-
tional reinsurers who do not
haveabranchIndiaisamatter
that requires frank study and
analysis,” said former Irdai
Whole-time Member KK
Srinivasan.

Traditionally, the FRBsand
Lloyd’s India do not invest in
equity instruments and they
mainly invest in government

Where
dothey
@ invest

EXPLAINED

FOREIGN REINSURANCE
branches (FRBs)and Lloyd’s
India do not invest in equity
instruments and they mainly
invest in government securi-
ties and debt markets.

securities and debt markets.
Based on the investment expo-
sures of the branches of foreign
reinsurers and Llyod’s India,
Irdai has granted exemption to
entities, whose investment
policy does not permit the in-
vestment in equity, from the
application of common stew-
ardship code, disclosure re-
quirements and returns.

The entities, whose invest-
ment policy allows equity in-
vestment but have not made
any investment in equity, the
code is applicable. However, a
NIL return will be a sufficient
compliance for the same, Irdai
said. “Other entities have to
complywith the prescribed re-
quirements.”

Irdai has dispensed with
the Form NL 40 on disclosure
of underwriting performance
butadvised insurers to file the
said format to the Authority.

“In any case FRBs don’t
bring in any significant FDI in
toIndiaunlike jointventure in-
surance or reinsurance com-
panies incorporated in India. If
the Ukraine war escalates, the
threat of FRBs clamping up if
India does not yield to the
pressure of joining America
and the western powers
against Russia, is quite high.
The role played by FRBs and
the extent of our market de-
pendence on them requires
study and more critical moni-
toring,” Srinivasan said.

“NL 40 gives some impor-
tant ratios line of business
wise. For FRBs preparationand
uploading of NL 40 in their
website is simple and easy. In
this eraof disclosure and trans-
parency exempting FRBs from
uploading NL40 seemsa hasty
step,” he said.

“The Authority has re-
ceived representations on the
rationalization of compliance
requirements of FRBs as they
are not directly dealing with
theretail customers,” Irdai said.

—— BRIEFLY —
Solarglassduty

New Delhi: The Commerce
Ministry’s investigation arm
Directorate General of Trade
Remedies (DGTR) recom-
mended continuation of
anti-dumping duty on
Chinese solar glass, also
known as ‘textured tem-
pered coated and un-coated
glass’, for two years.

Annualreports

New Delhi: The Securitiesand
Exchange Board of India has
relaxed compliance rules for
entities with listed non-con-
vertible securities from dis-
patching physical copies of
annual report to debenture
holders till December-end.

BoE member

London: UK-based academic
Dr Swati Dhingra has been
named the first Indian-ori-
gin woman to be appointed
external member of the
Bank of England's interest
rate-setting panel. PTI

PGCIL deal

New Delhi: Power Grid Corp-
oration of India Ltd (PGCIL)
has acquired the project spe-
cial purpose vehicle (SPV) -
Khetri Narela Transmission
Ltd after emerging success-
ful in the Tariff Based
Competitive Bidding (TBCB)
by the government. ENS

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,MAY 16

ASRETAILinflation surged toan 8-
year high of 7.79 per cent in April,
individual states recorded adiver-
genttrend with southern states of
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, alongside Punjab
and Delhi, seeing a perceptibly
lower-than-national level inflation
rate, while states such as Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, West
Bengal, Telangana, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujaratand Assam trend-
ingmostly above the national level.
Retail inflation has persisted
above the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI's) inflation target for the
fourth straight month, with price
levels rising to an 8-year high of
8.38 per centinruralareasin April
while urban inflation was at a 18-
month high of 7.09 per cent.
Incidentally, a number of states
recording higherinflationrate over
the national level are displaying a
higher inflation trend in rural ar-
eas as against the urban areas.
Consumer Price Index (CPI)-
based inflation data for the last 11
months shows Kerala as the only
state that has consistently re-
mained below the all-India infla-
tion level, while Telangana,
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and
Jammu & Kashmir have stayed
above the national level all

LIC to list
today: GMP
in negative

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY 16

SHARES OF Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) will be listed on
the stock exchanges on Tuesday,
slated to be the country’s largest,
amid worries about market
volatility and listing performance
of the corporation.

Despite gloomy sentiment, the
offer got better-than-expected
subscriptions figures. “Unofficial
grey market premium (GMP) is
trading downinto the negative ter-
ritory mainly on the back of de-
pressed global markets which are
in the bearish zone since
Russia-Ukraine war,” said
Prashanth Tapse, vice president
(research), Mehta Equities Ltd.

“Everything depends on mar-
ket conditions. .. market discount
indicates that the stock may be
listed atamoderate todiscounted
price. However, we expectalisting
with a 7 per cent discount toa 3
per cent premium,” said Ravi
Singhal, vice chairman, GCL secu-
rities Ltd. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

Era of higher interest
rates; encourage cut
in duties on fuel: CII

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY 16

THE CONFEDERATION of Indian
Industry (CII) on Monday said an
immediate measure to ease infla-
tion could be to moderate taxes
on fuel products, which constitute
a large share of the retail pump
prices of petrol and diesel.

“Cll would encourage Centre
and state governments to collab-
orate inreducing these duties,” Cll
president Sanjiv Bajaj said. The
Reserve Bank decision to raise
benchmark interest rates and the
likelihood of agood monsoon will
help in containing inflation, Bajaj
said,addressing his maiden press
conference after taking over as the
industry body’s chief.

“I do believe that we are now
in an era of higher interest rates.
This will help us in bringing down
inflation, at least a part of that go-
ing forward,” he said, adding that
various factors combined with the
hope of a strong monsoon “should
putusinabetter place” by the sec-
ond half of the year for policymak-
ers to decide where inflation and
interest rates move.

Bajaj said the rise of inflation
has two aspects — demand and
supply side. “RBI has already
started the cycle of taking interest
rates up and we should expectin-
terest rates to continue moving up

Cll president Sanjiv Bajaj File

inthe coming year. We would ex-
pect fromthe RBIaclear direction
to how they are going to address
interest rates. Hopefully in the
next monetary policy review we
should be able to hear from them
somethingto that extent,” he said.

“Global headwinds and infla-
tion will have to be countered
with robust policy reforms, both
domestic and external sector re-
forms, to unlock the growth po-
tential of the economy.

“Cllexpects the GDPgrowthin
arange of 74-8.2 per centin 2022-
23, with the outlook critically
hinging on the trajectory of global
crude oil prices.

“Global headwinds and infla-
tion will have to be countered
with robust policy reforms, both
domestic and external sector re-
forms, to unlock the growth po-
tential of the economy,” he said.

Full reporton
www.indianexpress.com

throughout. States/UT such as
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Punjab and Delhi,
which had remained above the
national inflation level in at least
five out of the last eleven months
have now trended below the na-
tionallevel atleast for the last three
months. States such as West
Bengal, Assam, Jharkhand,
Rajasthan which had remained
below the all-India inflation till
December 2021 have now picked
up pace to rise above the national
levelin the last three months (four
months for Jharkhand).

Possible reasons include the
cushion of subsidies routed
through the public distribution
system across income levels in
some of the southern states. Also,
states with lower urbanisation
rates end up spending more on
food and fuel, while those with
more urban areas end up spend-
ing a higher share on services.

Thedisaggregated datareveals
that most of these states, which
have a higher inflation rate over
the national level, are displaying a
higher inflation trend in rural ar-
eas as against the urban areas.
West Bengal has seen double-digit
rural inflation over the last two
months while rural inflation in
Assam has also topped the na-
tional level over the last three
monthsevenasurbaninflationre-
mains below the national level.

Note: Rupee figure as of Friday since forex market was shut on Monday on account of Buddha Purnima; international market data till 1900 IST

BROADLY, SOUTHERN STATES, EXCEPT TELANGANA, SEE LOWER-THAN-NATIONAL LEVEL RATE

Rural pinches morein highinflation states
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April 2022 (in decreasing order)
8 India
Karnataka
6~ Tamil
Nadu
4 ~Kerala
L] |
Lower-than-national
level in April 2022
(in increasing order)
2 g‘>,‘m a\u\>\u\= n\’-\h\
— 2]
5 5 28 8 2 &4 ¢ = &
Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, government only provided state-

Haryana, Gujarat, Maharashtra
and Jammu & Kashmir too have
recorded a higher rural thanurban
inflation in last 3 months at least.
Inflation rates for April-May
2021 were not considered, as the

wiseindices and notinflation rates
since all-India indices for these two
months were imputed in 2020
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Among states, the highest weight
in CPlis of Maharashtra (13.18 per

‘Spiraling inflation may boost gold
demand among households as a hedge’

Gold demand may rise more than projected as
households may snap up the metal as a hedge against
spiralling inflation, a UBS Securities India report said

GOLDIMPORTSINFY22 rose 33.34%to

$46.14 billionin FY22 to 837 tonnes, or:

1.5 |[12%

times above | more than pre-
pandemic pandemic average
lowinFY21 | of FY16-20

Goldimportsin
pandemic-hit FY2Twere
onlyworth $34.62billion

FY22 tradedeficitroseto
$192.41billion, as against
$102.62 billioninFY21,dueto
surgeininward gold shipments

GolddemandinFY23 Gold
demandinFY23

Holcim CEO rules out capital
gains tax on sale proceeds

RAJESHKURUP
MUMBAI, MAY 16

HOLCIM CEO Jan Jenisch on
Monday said the company’s $10.5-
billion sale of its stakes in Ambuja
Cements and ACC to the Adani
Group will not attract any capital
gainstax. “According toour analy-
sis, itis a tax-free transaction..there
is no capital gains or any other tax
for this transaction. I don’t know if
any complicationarises, butweas-
sume that we will get this 6.4 bil-
lion (Swiss francs) as net pro-
ceeds,” Jenisch said in an analysts’
callon Monday.

Tax experts said Holcim may
not have to pay capital gains tax for
the bulk, if not all, of the $10.5-bil-

lion proceeds from the sale as it
will sell the shares in the Indian
companies to the Adani family’s
offshore special purpose vehicle
(SPV) through a Mauritius-incor-
porated entity. This will likely give
the Swiss company the cover of
India’s tax treaty with the island
nation. The India-Mauritius dou-
ble taxation avoidance agreement
(DTAA) was revised bilaterally in
May 2016 to remove the tax
waivers prospectively, make it on
aparwithother DTAAs and check
its rampant use for tax avoidance
in India. However, a carve-out is
still available for investments
made prior toApril 1,2017.Holcim
acquired the cement assetsinIndia
17 years ago.

Holcimandits subsidiaries ex-

ecuted the share purchase agree-
mentwith Adani’s SPV Endeavour
Trade and Investments for the sale
of its shareholding in Mauritius-
based Holderind Investments,
which in turn holds 63.19% stake
in Ambuja Cements. The Holcim
entity also agreed to sell 54.53%
stake in ACC, of which 50.05% is
held through Ambuja Cements.
Capital gains from the sale of these
stakes to the overseas SPV won't
betaxed inIndia. However, it is not
clear if the sale of 4.5% stake will
also be routed through Holdreind
Investments or any other entity
based in either Mauritius or
Singapore. The benefit is now
available only for investors from
these two countries, subject to the
cut-off date of April 1,2017. FE

Adani makes open offer for 26%
each in Ambuja Cements, ACC

Mumbai: Adani group on Monday
made anopenoffertoacquirea26
per cent stake each in Ambuja
Cements and ACC Ltd from pub-
licshareholders afterannouncing
a $10.5-billion deal to acquire
Holcim’s India business.
Through its Mauritius-based
subsidiary Endeavour Trade and
Investment, the group has made
an open offer at Rs 385 per share
for Ambuja Cements Ltd and Rs

2,300 per share for ACC Ltd.

For Ambuja Cements, the
openoffertoits public sharehold-
ers is for acquiring up to 51.63
crore equity shares, representing
26 per cent of the expanded share
capital, aggregating toatotal con-
sideration of Rs 19,879.57 crore.
While for ACC, the offer is to ac-
quire up to4.89 crore shares held
by publicshareholders, represent-
ing 26 per cent of the expanded

Bose proposes to repay
Zilingo’s $40-mn debt

SALMANSH
BENGALURU,MAY 16

ZILINGO’S CO-FOUNDER Ankiti
Bose, who was recently sus-
pended from her position at the
B2B e-commerce start-up, is ex-
ploring recompensing the com-
pany’s entire outstanding debt
worth $40 million. This would pro-
vide her with an option to gain
more equity in the firm, two peo-
ple aware of the discussions said.
However, according to an in-

vestorinaventuredebt firmbased
in Asia, Bose’s endeavour to ac-
quire more shares in the company
could be met with a pushback
from the board, and eventually
lead toalegal tussleif the warrants
were to be sold to her.

Sources said Bose had already
reached out to Varde Partnersand
Indies Capital with aterm sheet to
pay back the entire pending loan
amount. Varde and Indies pro-
vided a $40 million loan to Zilingo
under her leadership in July 2021,
whichis valid till July 2023.FE

share capital, aggregating to a to-
tal consideration of Rs 11,259.97
crore. This would be “subject to
the receipt of the Required Statut-
ory Approval,” Adani group said.
The open offer has been trigg-
ered after the execution of the
share purchase agreement betw-
een Adani group and Holcim to
buy controlling stake in the latter’s
India business. Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

Terra backer
to compensate
some users

Hong Kong: Luna Foundation
Guard (LFG), a Singapore-based
non-profit organisation de-
signed to maintain TerraUSD’s
price, said Monday it spent the
bulk of its reserves trying to de-
fend its dollar peg last week and
would use what little remained
to compensate some users who
had lost out.

The token’s crash last week
sent cryptocurrencies crashing,
as bitcoin traded below $30,000
on Monday. REUTERS

New Delhi

cent), followed by Uttar Pradesh
(12.37 per cent), Tamil Nadu (7.25
per cent) and West Bengal (7.09
per cent). “Thefirst setof shocks to
inflation have been broadly felt
through food and fuel. Typically,
poorer parts have a higher propor-
tionate spending on food. About
60-80 per cent of the total spend-
ing in states with less urban areas
or lower incomes would be on
food, fuel, health and education. At
the margin, there could also have
been logistics-related shocks.
SouthernIndia, which hasahigher
per capita income than the na-
tional average could be spending
more on services,” Rahul Bajoria,
chief economist, Barclays, said.
The decision to not reduce
Value Added Tax on fuel in some
of these states could alsobe anad-
ditional factor for higher fuel infla-
tion. Services, as per the latest CPI
data, have gained sharply with
miscellaneous goods and services
jumping to a 115-month high of
8.03 per cent in April and house-
hold goods and servicesrisingtoa
105-month high of 797 per cent.
There could also be the cush-
ionof subsidies routed through the
public distribution system seen
acrossincome levelsinsome of the
southern states, especially on food
items that constitute a big chunk
of CPlinflation weightage. “States
such as Kerala and Tamil Nadu
have a strong public distribution

system, wherein subsidised food
may be helping cushion the im-
pact of higher food prices,”
Devendra Kumar Pant, chief econ-
omist, India Ratings, said.

“Items which have price sen-
sitivities to substitutes are gaining
suchasghee prices that have been
moving up, with upward move-
mentin prices of cooking oil. Also,
chicken prices have gained as feed-
stock prices have gone up globally
and after a supply-scare was seen
in Andhra Pradesh, which is the
hub for meat, poultry and piscicul-
ture. Fruit prices also gained to 8.4
per centin April as against our ex-
pectation of 7.4 per cent, which
couldbe seenasaresultof the heat
wave,” Bajoria said.

Wheat, proteinitems (chicken
in particular), milk, lemon, cooked
meal, chillies, refined oil, potato,
chillies, kerosene, firewood, gold
and LPG are contributing to over-
allinflation in a substantive man-
ner, an SBI Research report said.

“Kerosene has seen a sharp
spike, almost 35-40 per cent
month-on-month increase. Hou-
sehold use is limited and mainly
used forindustrial purposes. There
has been a massive drop in
kerosene consumptionoverlast 10
years but since it is not subsidised
inmost parts,any price movement
getsreflected substantially ininfla-
tion,” Bajoriasaid.  Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

TO TAKE UP NEW ROLE WITHIN GROUP, SAYS CO

Srinivasan quits as MD
of Aditya Birla Capital

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY 16

ADITYA BIRLA Capital Ltd (ABCL)
on Monday said Ajay Srinivasan
has decided to step down as MD
and CEO of the company as he had
“expressed his desire to take ona
new role within the group”.

According to a media report,
serious allegations of corruption
and mismanagement, including
front-running and insider trading,
have been levelled by a whistle-
blower against ABCL and Aditya
BirlaSun Life AMC.Inan exchange
filing, ABCL said, “The company
received acomplaintin which cer-
tainallegations were made about
Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC and its
employees. As per the Aditya Birla
group policy, an independent
Committee was formed to inves-
tigate the allegations.”

“The commiittee did not find
any meritin the allegations. There
was no allegation whatsoever,
made against Ajay Srinivasan, by
the said employee,” a company
spokesperson said.

“In so far as Srinivasan step-
ping down s concerned, itis clar-
ified that he had expressed hisde-
sire to take on a new role within
the group, after having served as
chief executive for over 14 years,”
the person said, adding, “Arole is
being crafted at the group level in
consultation with him.”

“A story has appeared, this
morning, based oninsinuations of
vested interests. These insinua-
tions/ allegations are bereft of
facts,” the company said. The
board of ABCLrecently appointed
Vishakha Mulye as the next CEO.

ABCLis the holding company

Ajay Srinivasan has stepped
down amid reported
whistle-blower allegations of
corruption. viacompany

for the financial services busi-
nesses of the Aditya Birla group.
Its overall AUM across asset man-
agement, life insurance and health
insurance businesses grew 16 per
cent on-year to Rs 3,72,423 crore
as of December 2021.

On Monday, ABCL fell 5 per
centtoRs 95.05 while AdityaBirla
Sun Life AMC dove 7.44 per cent
toRs452.30 on the BSE.

ABCL further stated, “There
have been no employee exits at
Aditya Birla Capital and Aditya
Birla Sun Life AMC, as a fallout of
these malicious allegations. Girish
Patil left the company to pursue
better prospects outside the
group.Vineet Maloo moved inter-
nally within Aditya Birla Group,in
line with the group’s policy of ca-
reer progression.”

“Thereferencein the article as-
sociating his new role with the
AMC business is not correct and
mischievous. Further, itis also not
correct as mentioned in the arti-
cle that Girish Patil is related to
Mahesh Patil. Girish Patil and Ma-
hesh Patil are not related to each
otherinany manner,” it added.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY e-Tender Notice

Tender No. 5/2022-23/PHC/KNR (Re-Tender). Deposit work-KIIFB-18-19-
Improvements and providing BM & BC to Payyannur-Ambalathara-Kanayi-Maniyara
Vayal-Mathamangalam road - KWA utility shifting - Replacing the existing transmission
and distribution pipe lines of WSS to Payyannur Municipality. EMD: ¥2,00,000

Tender fee: 311,800. Last date for submitting tender: 30-05-2022, 02:00 pm

Ph: 0497 2705902. Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

KWA-JB-GL-6-207-2022-23

Superintending Engineer, PH Circle, Kannur

jODHPUR VIDYUT VITARAN NIGAM LIMITED

(MATERIAL MANAGEMENT & CONTRACT WING) NEW POWER HOUSE,
" INDUSTRIAL AREA, JODHPUR-342003 PHONE: (0291) 2742223, FAX: (0291) 2746539

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

E-Procurement Tender is invited for purchase of 9.0 M Long (400
Kg) PCC Poles Under TN-1806 (UBN JVV2223GLOB00068).

Details regarding Quantity, Tender cost, Bid Security, Schedule
date of tender opening for aforesaid tenders are available on our
website at www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jdvvnl and also at

http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.

Raj.Samwad/C/22/1820

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (MM&C)
firorel} waeh Rl @ fisg Aie vt s 1800 180 6045

RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LTD.

NIT No. 01, 02 and 03/2022-23

BIDs in prescribed format from Bidders registered in A or AA class in Central/State Govt.
departments/undertakings and registered in appropriate class in RVPNL in this
Zone/Circle/Division under the jurisdiction of XEN(Civil) Jaipur, Alwar and Bharatpur are
hereby invited for the work described in NIT No. 01/2022-23 having Sr. No. 1 to 5, NIT No.
02/2022-23 having Sr. No. 01 to 32 and NIT No. 03/2022-23 having Sr. No. 01 to 08 . All
information regarding BID are available on http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.rvpn.co.in
VPN2223WSOB00256, VPN2223WSOB00258 to
VPN2223WSOB00261(4), VPN2223SSOB00263,
VPN2223WSOB00268 to VPN2223WSOB00278(11),
VPN2223WSOB00280 to VPN2223WSOB00291(12), VPN2223SSOB00292 to
VPN2223WSOB00295 to VPN2223WSOB00304(10),

and http://sppp.raj.nic.in. UBN No. :

VPN2223WSOB00265(2),

VPN2223SSOB00294(3),
‘VPN2223WSOB00311

Raj.Samwad/C/22/1823

RRVPN/TR-5448/2022

VPN2223WSOB00264 to

S.E. (Civil) RVPN Jaipur
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PERSONAL

Itis for General information that
I,AMRIK SINGH S/0- MOHAN
SINGH,R/0:WZ-502, Second-
Floor,Gali.No-26, Shiv-
Nagar,Janakpuri,New-Delhi -
110058,Declare that Name of
My Mother has been wrongly-
written as BEER KAUR in my
Educational-Documents Class-
10th.The actual Name of My
Mother is RAGHBIR KAUR
Respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

0040613952-7

1,GULSHAN VERMA S/0
CHANDER BHAN R/0-RZ-70A
GALIN0.9,KAMAL PARK,PALAM
COLONY,DELHI-110045,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
GULSHAN KUMAR

00406139521

I,Dharmendra H Kumar,S/o-
Hariday Shankar Gupta,R/0-D-
276,D-Block,Ganesh
Nagar,Pandav Nagar, Complex,
Delhi-110092,have changed my
name to Dharmendra Kumar
forall purposes. 0040613951-5

l,Devanand Mani S/o-Dinesh
Mani Tripathi,R/0 1801,Tower-
G1,Supertech ECO Village-
1,Noida,Uttar Pradesh-
201301,have changed my name
Devanand Mani Tripathi,
Permanently. 0040613954-9

I,Yashika,D/0 sanjay,R/O
shubham saree
emporium,main bazar,baniya
wara, Faridabad,Haryana-
121004,Have Changed My
Name To Yashika Garg
permanently. 0040613952-2

I,Ayush S/o0-Arjun Singh
residing-H.No.-H-20, Gali
No.19,Parwana
Road,Jagatpuri,Krishna Nagar,
Delhi,have changed my name
to Ayush Rathore,for all
purposes. 0040613954-1

I, WAKIL AHMED,S/0O HAJRAT ALI
RESIDENT-333,VILLAGE-BADH
MALIK,SONIPAT,HARYANA
HAVE CHANGED MY NAMETO
VAKIL AHAMED. 0040613949-6

I,Vinay Sugla S/o Late Niranjan
Lal Sugla R/o E-54, Sector-40,
Noida, G.B.Nagar(U.P.) have
changed my name from Vinay
Suglato Vinay Kumar Sugla for
all future purposes.

0040613945-1

I,Sidhart S/O0 Mukesh
SharmaR/0.D10,shanti kunj
vasant kunj near church-
road,new delhi-110070,Have
Changed my name to Sidharth
bhardwaj. 0040613949-5

I,Sato Saho,S/o Hari Sahu,R/0-
108/48, Silver Oan Apts.DLF-
1,Gurgaon-122002,have
changed my name Sato Saho to
Santosh Sahu,for all,Future
Purposes. 0040613949-4

I,Raju alias Radhika
Aggarwal,D/o Dilbagh Singh
W/0 Jatin Aggarwal R/O House
No-5075,Parkar Residency,
Near-Parkar Mall, Sector 62,
Kundli(55) ,Sonipat Haryana-
131028,have Changed My Name
To Radhika Aggarwal.

0040613954-10

I,Rajinder Singh,S/0 Fouja
Singh,R/0O-Village -
Jalalpur,Hoshiarpur,Punjab-
144202,inform that by mistake
my father name has been
wrongly written in my ‘CISF
SERVICE RECORDS’ as Fazal
Singhinstead of Fouja Singh.

0040613951-4

I,Praney Aneja,S/o Harish
Aneja,R/0.B-34 Soami-
Nagar,New Delhi-110017,Have
change my daughter name
Gunny Aneja To Gunni
Aneja,for all purposes.

0040613954-4

I,indra Dev Vashist S/O,Ram
Niwas Sharma R/0,A-69,Kewal
Park EXTN Adarsh-Nagar Delhi-
110033,have changed my name
toInder Dev. 0040613949-1

I,Pooja Rani D/0-Om Prakash
R/0-Flat No.149, Block-C4H,
Near Kadimi Market, Janakpuri
C-4, West Delhi, Delhi-110058
have changed my name to
Poojafor,all future purposes.

0040613891-1

I,Pankaj Adlakha,S/0-Munshi
Lal Adlakha,R/0.Flat.No.CTB-
003,Tower-B Ground-Floor DLF-
Crest Phase-5,
Gurgaon.122011,have changed
my Son’s name,from Samar
Adlakha to Samarth Adlakha.

0040613954-5

1,0m Prakash Gosain S/o Late Sh
DurgaDass R/0-53,New T
phase-Il,Uttam Nagar,New
Delhi-110059,declare that my
wife’s actual-nameis Rashpal
Kaur as per 10th-Certificate
and Adhar-card,but wrongly
her name mentioned as
Rachhpal Kaur in some of the
documents. Rashpal Kaur and
Rachhpal Kaur is both one and
the same person.lam giving
affidavit-Dt.14-May-2022.

0040613949-10

I,Naresh Kumar Aggarwal,S/o-
ShriKishan Aggarwal,R/0-B-
34,Sector-30,Noida, G.B.
Nagar,U.P.-201301,have
changed my nameto Naresh
Aggarwal for all future
purposes. 0040613951-6

I,NAZMA AIJAZ SHAMSI W/0
AlJAZ AHMAD,R/O-
390/6,STREET.NO.6, ZAKIR-
NAGAR,JAMIA-NAGAR,NEW-
DELHI 110025,CHANGED MY
NAME NAZMA AIJAZ SHAMSI
TO
NAJMA.A.SHAMSI,PERMANANT
Y. 0040613949-7

I,NAZISH W/0 ATIQ UR
REHMAN,R/0 3542 WARD XI
KUCHA TARA CHAND,DARYA
GANJ,NEW DELHI-110002,HAVE
TO CHANGED MY NAMETO
NAZISH ATIQ. 0040613954-7

l,Janved S/0O-Prabhu
dayal,H.no.b-277,gali.no-
10,Rajeev Gandhiroad swroop-
nager,Delhi,libaspur.north
west delhi-110042,Have
Changed My Name to janved
diwakar. 0040613949-2

I, JASWINDER SINGH,S/0
GURCHARANSSINGH is
JASWINDER SINGH PRUTHI and
my son’s name is HARMEET
SINGH PRUTHI. House. No.
58/365,Flat.No-A-1, UGF,Near-
DrJagpal-Health-Centre,
Sultan-Pur, South-Delhi,Delhi-
110030 .0040613949-3

I,Geeta Manak,D/o Surender
Singh Grover,R/0-B-24 plot.no-
4, golf-View’ Apartments
Sector-19B,Dwarka,Delhi
110075,Have Changed my
name to Geeta Grover,for all
purposes. 0040613954-2

IBhavesh Saraogi s/o Shiv
Bhagwan Saraogi r/0 D-
323,Vivek vihar,Delhi-110095
have changed my nameto
BHAVESH KUMAR SARAOGI.

0040613951-1

l,Aparna Kaushik,D/o Sharvan
Kaushik R/0.B-61,Shiv Mandir-
Road Swaroop Nagar,New
Delhi-110042,Have changed my
name,from Aparnato Aparna
Kaushik,for all,future purposes

0040613954-8

I,Amit Chaudhari S/o-Braham
Pal Singh R/0.A-225,Block-A
Baaghwali-Colony, Shastri-
Nagar,Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh-201002,have changed
my Name Amit Chaudhary,for
all purposes. 0040613954-3

I,Abhinav S/o0-Rajesh Kumar
Poonia,R/0 P-80/25SMQ,13
BRD,AF,New Pinto Park,Delhi-
110010,changed my naml
Abhinav,S/o0 Rajesh Kumar
Poonia,R/0 P-80/2 SMQ 13 BRD,
AF, New Pinto-Park,Delhi-
110010,changed my name to
Abhinav Pooniae to Abhinav
Poonia. 0040613952-3

I,ATIQ UR REHMAN,S/O ATA UR
REHMAN QURESHI,R/0-3542
WARD XI KUCHA TARA CHAND
DARYA GANJ,NEW DELHI-
110002,HAVE TO CHANGED MY
NAME TO ATIQ URREHMAN
QURESHI. 0040613954-6

I,Parvez Akthar S/o Bashir
Ahmed R/0 G-1/264, Dal Mill
Road,Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
110059,changed nameto
Parvez Akhtar.  0040613949-9

I, MOHAMMAD MASUD LASKAR,
MOHD MASUD LASKAR AND MD
MASUD LASKAR S/0
MOHAMMED MUJIBAR RAHMAN
R/053-ADDA FLATS NEAR
BULAND MASJID SHASTRI PARK
DELHI-110053 HAVE CHANGE MY
NAME TO MOHAMMED MASUD
LASKAR. 0040608620

I, Kamla Rani W/o Narender
Mohan R/o Flat No-220-C, Janta
Flats, Paschim Vihar Extn. Delhi-
110063 hereby solemnly inform
that Kamla Raniand Chhaya
Mohan both are one and the
same person. 0040613874

LOST & FOUND

I Gurcharan Singh S/o Sh.
Mohan Singh R/0 QU-251C,
North Pitampura, Delhi-110088
have lost my Original DDA
Possession Letter in the name
of Madan Lal S/o Kishan Lal File
No.NOL019(432)85/PT/HBM/NP
dated 19.10.1985 of QU-251C,
North Pitampura, Delhi-
110088.Finders may contact at
above address.

0040613890-1

I Suresh Kumar Bhatia S/o
Sh.S.L.Bhatia R/o Flat No. C-18,
Suvidha CGHS, Plot No.25,
Sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have lost my Original
Allotment Letter issued by
Suvidha CGHS Ltd.of above
said property. Finders may
contact atabove address.

0040613890-2
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to notify the general public that my
clients Sh. R. L. Sikka S/o Late Sh. Mulakh

Raj Sikka & Smt. Ramesh Kumari Sikka
W/o Sh.R. L. Sikka both R/o H-147, H-
Block, Vikaspuri, West Dethi, New Delhi-18
have debarred their daughter Smt. Nidhi

Sikka, her husband Sh. Akshdeep Singh
Anand & their minor & major children from
all their movable & immovable properties

with immediate effect. Anybody dealing

with them in any manner shall do so at
his/her own cost, risk & responsibility. My
clients shall be in no way responsible for

any acts, deeds & things done by them.

Sanjay Kapoor & Associates

788, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

This for the information to General
public that my client NARESH
KAPOOR along with his wife SUMAN
KAPOOR Address H. No. 257,0M
VIHAR PH.-1A, Gali No. 19, Uttam
Nagar, Delhi-110059 have debarred/
disclaimed their son namely AMAN
KAPOOR with his wife ISHA|
KHANNA, due to their Bad Behavior,
Violence and harassment respectively
from their movable and immovable,
properties and have broken down all
their ties and relation due to bad
behavior with them. Whosoever deals
with them in any matter/manner shall
do at his/her own risk and
consequences. My client and their|
family shall not be held liable for that.

Atul Kumar, Advocate E.NO.D/7488/2017

I, Dr.Umber Agarwal, S/o Dr. B.K.
Agarwal, R/0 88-S, Sector-7,
Jasola Vihar, New Delhi, have
lost my original possession
letter, allotment letter, and
office order (name transfer
letter), of my Plot No.13/9,
Sector-13, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, if
anyone uses themthen it will
be consideredillegal, Finder
please inform/contact:-
9811152551. 0070785578-1

I,ANJAN PUTATUNDA,S/O ADHIR
KUMAR PUTATUNDA,
R/0,FLAT.NO-11,FIRST-FLOOR,
JAIPURIA-ENCLAVE
,KAUSHAMBI,GHAZIABAD,UP-
201010 changed my nameto
ANJAN KUMAR PUTATUNDA,
Permanently. 0040613949-8

I, Tarun Paul Sethi s/o Yash Paul
Sethir/o PU-110,Vishakha
Enclave,Pitampura,Delhi-
110034 have changed my name
to TARUN PAL SETHI.

0040613951-3

1, Talib Ahmed S/0. Habib
Ahmad R/0.69, Shahpur Jat
Village, Andrewsganj, South
Delhi- 49 have changed my
name to Talib Ahmad

00406139271

1, Sami Qureshi S/o Mohd Shahid
R/02060, Naher Khan Street
Kucha Chelan Darya Ganj,
Delhi-110002 have changed my
name from Mohd Sami to Sami
Qureshi for all future purposes.

0040613889-1

I, Pushkar S/o Sushil Kumar R/o
House No.-63, Sector-10B,
Vasundhara Ghaziabad (U.P)
201012have changed my name
to Pushkar Kumar for all future
purposes 0040613898-1

1, Prashant Bhardwaj S/o
Kaushal Kishore R/0 A-33,34
Flat No-10 Paryavaran Complex
Mehrauli, South Delhi-110030
have changed my name from
Prasant Pandey to Prashant
Bhardwaj for all future
purposes. 0040613901-1

I, Parveen Kumar S/o Sita Ram
R/0-48 G.F Executive HomeZ
Omaxe-
City,Bahadurgarh,Jhajjar
Haryana, have change my
name to Parveen Aggarwal

0040613905-1

1, Nikhil S/o Sushil Kumar R/0
1506, Sector-16A, Ekta Kunj,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad (U.P)
201012 have changed my name
to Nikhil Kumar for all future
purposes. 0040613900-1

I, Khajan Chandraalias Khajan
Chandra Pant, S/o Brij Mohan
Pant, R/0 B-22, Garjiya
Apartments, Abhay Khand-3,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, UP-
201014, have changed my name
to Khajan Pant for all future
purposes. 0070785579-1

I, DEVENDER YADAYV, S/0 YOGRAJ
YADAV, R/0 POST-WAZIRPUR,
DHANAWAS (119), GURGAON,
HARYANA-122505, have
changed my minor Son’s name
from KUNAL, aged 14 years to
KUNAL YADAV forever.

0070785542-1

1, Ashish Mishra, S/o Satish
Kumar Mishra, R/o B1-704, Tulip
Purple, Sector-69, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001, have changed
my minor Daughter’s name
from KHUSHI MISHRA, aged 13
years to TANYA KHUSHI
MISHRA forever. 0070785541-1

I, Asad Khan, S/o Jamil Husain,
R/0-E-T 18102, RPS Savana,
Faridabad-121002, have
changed my nameto Asad
Husain. 0070785582-1

| Satyavir Singh s/o Daya Ram
r/o House N0.1849/A,Sector-
13,Huda,Bhiwani,Haryana-
127021 have changed my name
to SATYAVIR SINGH SANGWAN.

0040613951-2

| Krishnamurtysastry
Annapurna W/0,B
Viswanathan R/0 132-a, Dda
Flats,dg2 Vikaspuri, New Delhi -
110018 have changed my name
to Krishnamurty Annapurna
forall purposes. 0040613946-1

I Gulnaaz Bano D/O, Magsood
Khan Chouhan R/o House No-
4/231, Flat No 402, Shivaji
Nagar, Near Khandsa Road,
Gurgoan 122001 have changed
my name to Gulnaaz Khan for
all purposes. 0040613947-1

l,Chetan Swaroop Kanodia S/o
Shri Keshav Dev Kanodia R/0-A-
213,Kewal Park,Azadpur,Delhi-
33,have lost Handing Over
Possession and Site
Possession Slip
papers(F.16(12548)/2012/RHN)
of Plot No.733,Block & Pocket C-
5,Sector-34,Rohini,Delhi-
42.Finder Contact-9205341655

0040613952-9

I,Neeru Puri D/o Sh.Purshotam
Lal Satija R/0 AO-28,Shalimar
Bagh Delhi-110088 have lost my
70Shares,Certificate
bearing.N0.6691,Distinctive
N0.4013098 to 4013167,0f C&S
Electric Ltd.Finder Contact-
9868504238. 0040613952-8

Lost 5 Chains of Original Sale-
Deeds of Property.No0.A-52,
Rajouri Garden,New Delhi-
110027 in favour of last 2 chains
name of Shrimati Subash
Kumari, Smt.Saroj Talwar &
Shri Ashok Kumar Talwar and
Second Chain Shrimati Sita
Devi & Shrimati Kailash
Kumari,founder may contact
Atul Talwar,S/0 Sh.Madan Lal
Talwar R/0 185,Sukhdev-
Vihar,New Delhi.M-9711002154.

0040613952-10

Lostall original Documents of
my Office N0.103, Ansal
Chamber-Il, 6, Bhikaji Cama
Place, New Delhi. Finder may
Contact-Ramesh Kumar
Sharmaat above noted
address. 0040613897-1

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION VACANT

MULTIPLE VACANCIES

Finance Company
RequiredManager,
Accountant Knowing
(Tally/G.S.T), Computer
Operator # 8882507112,
8595783037 0040613258-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby
informed that Mr. Surender
Kumar and Mr. Mahipal, both
Sons of Late Sh. Phool Chand,
both R/o. CB-237, Naraina,
New Delhi-110028 are owners
of Property CB-237, Naraina,
New Delhi-110028 (herein-
after called ‘the said property’).
They have requested Delhi
Cantt. Board for recording their
name in the House Tax Register
I/r of property CB-237, Naraina,
New Delhi-110028 being the
owners of the said property.
The said property is in their
possession. If any person has
any objection to recording of
their name I/r of the said
property, they may file their
objection within thirty days of
the publication of this notice to
the CEO, Delhi Cantt. Board
failing which the matter of
recording of their name in the
House Tax Register qua the said
property shall be considered by
the competent authority in
accordance with law. For and
on behalf of Mr. Surender
Kumar and Mr. Mahipal
Abhishek Verma Advocate
E.No. -D/4168/2010
404,4th Floor, M.C Setalvad
Chembers, Supreme Court of
India, New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my clients (1) Suraj Pal
Nagar S/o Shankar Lal Nagar (2)
Rambeti W/o Suraj Pal Nagar R/o Plot
no. 5, Sainik Enclave Ansari chowk
Sector-5 near Hanuman mandir, murti
wall gali, Mohan garden Uttam Nagar
New Delhi -110059 have disowned and
severed all their relations with their
son's Akash Nagar and his wife Monika
Kumari, debarred them from their
moveable and immovable properties/
assets and their personal life. Anybody
dealing with them in civil and criminal
matter shall be doing at his/her/their
own risk, cost and responsibility.
ABHAY RAJ VERMA
(Advocate)
Enrl.No.D-366/2011

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Shri Raj
Kumar Mishra S/o Shri Shivkant Mishra,
Aged-53 years and Smt. Indu Devi W/o
Shri Raj Kumar Mishra aged 50 years, both
R/o A-2/1799, J.J. Colony, Madanpur
Khadar, Sarita Vihar, South Delhi, Delhi-
110076, due to some unavoidable
circumstances & daily harassment has
severed all his relations and disown /debar
their son namely Deepak Kumar Mishra
and daughter-in-law namely Durga, from
all my client's moveable and immoveable
properties/ assets with effect from
16.05.2022 and all moveable and
immoveable properties/ assets which my
client inherits in future from his ancestors
and parents through the law of inheritance.
My client has no relation with the above-
named persons in any manner whatsoever.
Anyone dealing with him/her, shall be
doing at his/her/their own  risks/
costs/consequences and my client shall
not be responsible for their son namely
Deepak Kumar Mishra and daughter-in-law
namely Durga (his/her/ their) acts, deeds
and dealings or caused to be done with
public at large in any manner whatsoever.
Sa/-

Ashwini Kumar (Advocate)
Enroliment no D/3670/16

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the
public that the property
located at G-43, Saket, New
Delhi- 17 is being transferred
in the name of our client. All
PERSONS having any claim in
respect thereof by way of
sale, exchange, gift, mortgage,

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notified that my client jyoti Dhawan, w/o
R.K. Dhawan, resident of House No.9,
Block-8, Spring Field Colony, Sector- 31-
32, Faridabad, Haryana-121001, has
severe relation from her son Varun
Dhawan his wife Ruchika Kakkar and their
son Manav Dhawan. Due to his cruel and
harassing behavior towards my above
named client. Now she has no domestic
relations with him and has disowned him
from all movable & immovable properties.
Any person dealing with him will do at his
own cost & risk and my client should not
be responsible for them, if any.
Sd/-
SAURABH GUPTA
ADVOCATE
(Enrl No.D/369/2011)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that
Freehold Triple Storey Property Bearing No.
143, Block-C-7, Measuring 70 Sq. Mtrs,
\Yamuna Vihar, Shahdara, Delhi, Presently
jowned & possessed by Mohd. Farman by
virtue of Sale Deed, duly registered vide Regd.
No. 194, dated 27.01.2021 is offered as Security
with State Bank of India, SME Shahdara, Delhi
& as per present owner(s) version the said
property is/are free from all sorts of encumbrances,
lexcept at present mortagage with Indusind Bank
Ltd / FI. Few initial documents like allotment /
possession etc reported as missing vide
LR No. 404689/2022, dated 16.05.2022.

It is hereby notified that any person, Attorney
&/or entity, firm/ company, Bank,HUF/ Member
lof HUF, Financial Institution having any claim,
lany charge, (except for Indusind Bank Ltd)
interest or lien or claim and/or objection to there
lof, he/she/they may lodge/notify the same to the
undersigned with documentary proof/ court judge-
ment within 15 days from the day of publication
jof this public notice, failing which any further/
ifuture claim/ objection(s) shall be rejected
land my client is free to create Equitable /
Registered mortgage with the Bank.

Ajeet Kumar (Advocate)
Ch.No. 561, Saket Courts, N. Delhi (M) 9810039471
Email: legaloffice2006@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notified to the public that our clients Mr. Ravi
Kumar Son of Late Sh. Tek Chand Mangal &
Miss Vidya Mangla and Miss Veena Mangla
both Daughters of Late Sh. Tek Chand
Mangal All R/o Apt. 0405, IREO GRAND
ARCH, Tower B, Sector-58, Gurugram-
122011, have got no connection of
whatsoever nature with their brother Mr.
Subhash Chand Mangal R/O 14/9, Subhash
Nagar, Delhi-27, and his family mambers i.e.
his wife Mrs. Vimla Mangla, elder son Ankur
Mangla, younger son Amrit Mangla & his wife
Mrs. Rajshree Verma, Our aforesaid clients &
their family mebmers have severed all their
relations, connections of whatsoever nature
with their aforesaid brother Subhash Chand
Mangal & his aforesaid family members for all
purposes. Any person dealing with them shall
do so on his own risks and consequences.
Sd/-
(R.D. Vats)
Advocate
Enrl. No. 423/83
Ch. No. 668, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. BHARAT
RASHAR, LD. DISTRICT JUDGE
(COMMERCIAL -01 ROOM NO-308,
CENTRAL, DISTRICT, TIS HAZARI

COURTS, DELHI

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5. Rules 20 of the Code of Civil

SUIT NO- CS(COMM))1524/2020
ICICI BANK ......Plaintiff

Dantewada, Chhattisgarh.

17.05.2010

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Shri Rohini Chandra Roy, SFA (Vety)

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and cher-
ishes the valiant act of brave heart Shri Rohini
Chandra Roy, SFA (Vety) who made supreme sac-
rifice of his life on the line of duty for Nation. Shri
Rohini Chandra Roy, SFA (Vety) was deployed at
E coy, Dronapal of 41st Battalion, SSB in
Shri Rohini Chandra Roy, SFA (Vety)
attained martyrdom in an IED blast triggered by the Naxals on
Dantewada-Sukma highway Chhattisgarh on 17.05.2010.

We salute the supreme sacrifice of the brave soldier.

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

Main Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida, G.B. Nagar (U.P.)

Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender are invited from firms / contractors registered with for
the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same
shall be opened / downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida

com

“IMPORTANT?”

Whilst care
advertising copy, it
contants. The Indian
loss or damage
individuals

Publications. We

advertisers or
advertisement in any

is taken

be held responsible for such contents, nor for any

transactions with companies,
adversing in its
therefore

readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
otherwise

VIS Authority's official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
NITISH KUMAR JHA https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites
To, forany changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.
AT SRS
GAUSHA%R%OLONY NAJAFGARH S.no Job no / Work name Amount
SR SMEREUMEL | T | Cmeta i ABlock otk ot Dok | Rs 3567
azebo Hut in A-Block Park and D-Bloc s. 35.
NAJAFGARH, DELHI-1 MOB:
NOJ,-88%0112370 ) 10045 o Prk and R/o footpath C & D Block and Lacs
ENAL AD-ot avaiable PHONE: NO. boundary wall in F-Block Park sector - 56)
WHEREAS  you are intentionally Noida.
ﬁggglen Iﬁiivﬁﬁiﬁra?ﬂ%l gé?eﬁ?ﬁg 2 04/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2022-23, M/o Park Cost
. - - o Parl 0s
the 30.05.2022 the day fixed ’
fhaeseﬁggl deisposal, it ill be hard and (Annual R/o Jhula, benches, painting and | Rs. 48.84
%?&ngﬁgf;ypﬁgﬁd andthe sealof he other allied work in park of different Lacs
court, this 14. %Izslﬁmudge(cmmemal - sectors of horticulture Division-Ist) Noida
SH. BHARAT PARASHAR 3. 05/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2022-23, M/o Green Belt Cost
(R/o boundary wall parallel to drain Rs. 41.39
sector-66 and R/o boundary wall near Lacs
>N prior to acceptance of G-Block sector-22) Noida
is not possible to verify its

Express (P) Limited cannot

as a result of
associations or
newspapers or
recommend that

incurred

acting on
manner whatsoever.

an

Which can be uploaded by date 30/05/2022 upto 5.00 PM.

Pre-qualification shall be opened / downloaded on date

31/05/2022 at 11.00 AM.
Office

Sector - 39

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

Director (Hort.)

Noida

Ch. no. 171, Chamber Block IT

Delhi High Court, New Delhi-03

charge, trust, inheritance,
possgession lease, lien or GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM, PUBLIC WORKS ROADS DEPARTMENT
th P h ! OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (EAP)
otherwise howsoever are ARR&TI COMPLEX FATASIL AMBARI GUWAHATI-25 ASSAM Email: cea.apwd@nic.in
requested to contact the RFB No.: CE/APART/49/2022/15 Dated: 16.05.2022
undersigned in writing with REQUEST FOR BIDS (RFB)
the documentary proof E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
substantiating his/her/their (Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement) The Government of Assam through Government of India has received financing from the World Bank towards the cost of
objections/claims/details of] t}lc AEART Project andl intqnds to apply part of the proceeds to the eligible payment under the contract. Bids are invited online from the eligible bidders from India for the
dispute(s) within 14 days from following works as detailed in the table below. TABLE
the date of this publication,
failing which our client will é‘t’i‘xzi‘é
proceed to complete the sale 25| packege no Name of the work ¥ 20y | ponder | Somptere
transaction with the owner € ’ Smount (R feos (INR). (month)
as if there are no third party fn”LZif‘f
claims/objections/disputes APART/NOCP/ | Market Modernisation and Improvement
in respect of above mentioned 1 MARKETS/ Programme (MMIP) of Kayakuchi Market 299.83 5,99,660 6000 =)
d th f B-04 in Barpeta District under APART
prolpertv an t ere alter no APART/NOCP/ Market Modernisation and Improvement
cI_ams/objecpons/dlsputes > ARKETS) ProgrkTrnme I((I\/IMIP) of_s.mhen Chapori 200.54 5,990,080 6600 °
will be entertained. s/ MO er L:;/AaRrTet MSTD in Dhemaji District
_ under
- APART/NOCP/ Market Modernisation and Improvement
Pratap Sharma (Advocate) 3 MARKETS/ Programme (MMIP) of Telarm Bazaar 297.98 5,95,960 6000 5
Ch. No. 640, Lawyer’s Block, DMJ-03 f\\/lNeiklty'i/lindDhernatj_i Distri;:tl under APAR;I'
arke odernisation and Improvemen
Saket Court Complex, a A'ﬁi;{(NE_Cr’SC/P/ Programme (MMIP) of Jonai Weekly I 5 75 300 66006 °
New Delhi-110017 DI04 xpa:l;it MSTD in Dhemaji District under - [
Mob.: 9810729487, Market Modernisation and Improvement
APART/NOCP/ .
7836982024 s MARKETS/ Programme (MMIP) of Tupamari s06.74 5,093,480 6000 o
pratap.sharma12@gmail.com Koo Zgzl;;frola Bazaar in Kamrup District under
APART/NOCP/ Market Modernisation and Improvement
THSUNY 6 MARKETS/ Programme (MMIP) of Pipulbari Market 281.28 5,662,560 6000 k=]
CLIENT MRS NIRUPA DEVI WIO SH. ssm-01 in South Salmara District under APART
HUKAM CHAND R/O 655/3-L, PUNJABI Construction of road from Ghimorujan to
BASTI, ANAND PARBAT, KAROL BAGH APART/NOCP/ Jokapora via Ghehua of Ghimorujan
NEW DELHM18$0EAVRHGVERD%EAEASF\I’I§(EB K ROADS/BW-04 village, Kallangpar Mouza in Biswanath 197.58 3,95,160 4000 6
; District (length 1.392 KM) under APART
ﬁ\ILIFASv?AMIRKSUMégéyAD %Y/C?AIEIJESS‘EAL Construction of road from Kismat Hasdah
SINGH, FROM MY ALL MOVEABLE AND APART/NOCP/ Pt-1V to DB road of Kochuarkhash Pt-I1l
IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES 8 ROADS/ DH-06 | village, Dhubri Mouza in Dhubri District 335.82 6,712,640 7000 °
ABSOLUTELY AND FOREVER. THAT (length 2.3 KM) under APART
gﬁE\IUTgEIBERATNEIA‘\EVNLngONOAg%SFg B) APART/NOCP/ | Construction of road from 3rd km of 202.49 4,04,980 4000 B)
TITLES, INTEREST WHATSOEVER. IN ROADS/ DH-07 Khudimari Dumurdaha Kalahat
MOVEAB AND IMMOVEABLE Binnachora road to Thengmala Bazar via
PROPERTIES OF MY ABOVE SAID A.C. English Academy at village
CLIENT IN FUTURE OR UNDER ANY Dumordaha Pt-11l, Dag No. 483, Gauripur
SL'}ES“\/}VSITTaq'ﬁEaTHEN ITSSHALE%E Mouza in Dhubri District (length 1.35 KM)
THEIR OWN RISKAND CONSEQUENCES. under APART
Anand Soni -Advocate Construction of road from Chenimari L.P
- D- school to Dhabanipara road of village
Enroliment no- D-642/2018 10 | APART/NOCP/ | Chenimari Part - 1l Mouza - Matia in 154.73 | 2,009,460 2000 s
PUBLIC NOTICE Goalpara District (length 1.032 KM) under
L n n APART
|Thls is for information of general public Construction of road from Harimura
that my client 1. Sh. Neeraj Khattar Forest Gate (Mama Bhagin Shil
2. Sh. Nitin Arora & 3. Sh. Om Prakash APART/NOCP/ Rakhyasini) PWD road to Paharsingpara
Kalra jointly absolute owners of 11 ROADS/GLP-0v PWD road of village Paharsingpara/ 224.68 a,49,360 aoo00 =)
Property bearing No. E-193, Futuripara/ Rakhyasini Garopara Part - 11,
b ; Mouza - Matia in Goalpara District (length
Chittaranjan Park, New Delhi-110019 1.5 KM) under APART
;g%I ?g%"gL:ol?lezsgncze;ged‘(jg:g Construction of road from Makri
AUR Vey: Kharmuja PWD road to Dariduri
15.09.2004 executed by President of| APART/NOCP/ Nayapara of Dariduri Nayapara village,
India in favour of Sh. Kamlesh Chandra 12 | ROADS/GLP-08 | Chutki Nonk Part Il, Mouza Balijana in 220.64 4,41,280 4000 °
Deb, registered as document No. So2lpara District (length 1.5 KM under
1 aboinookNo. 110, o K060 B ction o roRd from BarPaR TS
U B APART/NOCP/ Boraikhawa of Boraikhawa Village
FIR/NCR has alsp been_lodged and if| 1s ROADS/GLT-05 Mohura/ Bokakhat Mouza in Golaghat 299.99 5.99,980 6000 °
any person/s having claims regarding District (length 2 KM) under APART
sale, mortgage, charge, trust or Extension of Riri Alengmarijan Road,
otherwise are requested to inform the APART/NOCP/ Nikori to Riri of Alengmari village Mohura
same in writingqalong with the proof 14 ROADS/GLT-06 Mouza in Golaghat District (length 2 KM) 287.38 S5.74.760 6000 2
: under APART
regaring the same st Chamber o o nStraction SF road Frorm MEsaT
-ol1, 00r, Karkardooma Lou APART/NOCP/ Dichoipar connecting Affola road of
Complex, Shahdara, Delhi within 15 1s ROADS/GLT-07 Bokakhat Revenue Circle and Khumtai 268.01 5,36,020 5000 o
days from the date of publication - Revenue Circle in Golaghat District
hereof, together with copies of] (length 1.96 KM) under APART.
documents forming basis of such claim Construction of road from Bhagabati Para
i ich i APART/NOCP/ to Abhipara of Bartari village, Dakshin
failing which it shall be concluded that 16 ROADS/K-08 Sarubangshar Mouza in Kamrup District 134.24 2.68,480 3000 e
there is no claim whatsoever against Gangth 1 KM) Gnder APART
E:haiapbr?)\(/::esglevI?I:oﬁiesrtiﬁtaeﬂggy:gﬁgt Construction of road from Bhagabati Para
DI APART/NOCP/ to Abhipara of Bejatari village, Dakshin
pertaining to the above stated property. 1z ROADS/K-09 Sarubangshar Mouza in Kamrup District °3.37 1.86,740 2000 &
Rahul Mishra, Advocate| (length 0.7 KM) under APART
Mobile No. 7827702007 Construction of road from Dhemagarh
el APART/NOCP/ Tiniali to Betbari via Tengabari Road of
PUBLIC NOTICE 1s ROADS/LKR-10 No. 2 Dhemagarh Revenue Village under 242.11 a,84,220 5000 )
- n . - Nowbaicha Mouza in Lakhimpur District
This is to inform the Public at large (length 2 KM) under APART
that Sh. Rakesh Sherawat S/o Sh. Construction of road from Krishnapur
B.S. Sherawat is the “Title Holder” APART/NOCP/ Namgarh to Bhitoripam Road of 345 No.
: N h - 19 Grant Revenue Village under Nowboicha 212.65 a,25,300 aoo00 )
Epohsslzszlon o:wDBDA 'Bu”tFI”zN ROADS/LKR-11 | NMouza in Lakhimpur District (length 1.8
reenhold Propel earing rlat No. KM) under APART.
L-1B, Ground Floor, Category-Janta, Construction of road from Moderguri
Malviya Nagar, Residential Scheme, 20 APART/NOCP/ Z”o_‘rl‘zlilr:;z r'i\‘iaKaaphalTaungl\a/Irogg:: ruri Chapori aao.99 8,99,980 2000 =)
Saket, New Delhi’, hereinafter ROADS/LKR-12 village, Dhakt?akhaha Mouza ign Lakhin’f\’pur ’ T
referred to as ‘Schedule Property” District (length 3 KM) under APART
vide Conveyance Deed dated Construction of road from Singia
. Govindapur PWD to No. 1 Thekeraguri
13.03.2020, registered as Regn.No. 21 APART/NOCP/ Gaon, Machkhowa Mouza in Lakhimpur 238.02 a,76,040 5000 Y
2881, Book 1, Vol. No. 7597, pp- ROADS/LKR-13 District (length 1.7 KM) under APART
188-192 on 19.03.2020 in the Office
of Sub. Registrar-VIL, New Delhi Tarved e Fieies ael rovaal fevarn KanPala do
X , E
That the original documents w.r.t. AR TSR
© I Fanphali anc Balipathsr resoenoee silloge, EE LR B LR e tal ™
the Schedule Property, (i) Allotment WOA, D R - 11 rAorignon. ko ln boripann
Letter dated 24.11.1977, (ii) Offer Ceintricedloncth THEAY undor &S ET
to possession Letter dated 15.02.78 LAt et a ofl Fond T S iaraibali
(iii) NOC for water and electricity . O P LAkt wa
i e ASAE T ATern e morie 2 E
gﬁtedllliS.OZeZSbarIBdDX/?nP?svsesflop o Rl e e i I 1, O E e NaTale] AL i
p allissued by DDA In favour o FArrigane THuirlcbClmmpt b 0,7 K1) ncler
Sh. Nand Kishore (Original Allottee) 2,05,
have been lost/ misplaced and are Comutruceian of rend Trom Ciharalaabl
untraceable, hence unavailable for - meikiriheTa Pl road ta 10 Dank 1o
verification in original, in lieu of E | r:::T\I.“::'::—:-:L: ': rikaliameaim of Mekudiaghon willags, TR [N ] S, R SN (7]
which Information Report dated - riki Lo Baldeiad s i BaAded i ghcd
13.05.2022 is filed with Delhi Police e T
bearing LR No. 399157/2022. This ATy | Favar rad to bl Sarengabart v
notice is issued to Public at Large aE | e i o La | FERRArEErl af Mski-Borongotard viliage. FL Rt RN TR ] el ] o]
i.e. any Person(s), Financial Institu- rAikirborn Felocums In sdoripaon Discrce
tion(s), Bank(s), HUFs etc., having Phisngeh & Rl sindar AP AT
any knowledge, custody or possess- :":"‘-"':' LLLrLl "'\_:1"'-“'1'_" :'-""-'I ELR
N . 1 3 irharpkFiar fan Rlarned Talubsfar asl ikl
fln gfthe lost/ misplaced/ udnﬂ'ace_a an .:;::\l.‘r\:_:r.-n;u?rr-..- weillapprr, Tolag Rlriaea, wla Tikoe Maje ne LT s LA P ] Elrtalal [
e documents as mentioned herein = 11 ITiF Bafali FIFC linked rood] im falboed
above or otherwise having any clain| Drisrrice dlanmih 0,56 KA1 ondor & EsnT
right, title, interest, possession in LA TrcLian 1 Foia [eoim L se ki hat
the Schedule Property, by way of o Lot kng e T FRe o
Ownership, Succession, Inheritance, i AEARE Araee A e B H
Sale, Mortgage, Exchange, Charge. e T
Lien, Gift, Trust, Encumbrance etc,
g;ﬁ;’éiﬁ'g:;;e'x sr}?;eyc;;::: Conitructian =f ropd frem Borankotn
d AR T OO Chnpard ta Jhmrmnd Tinlke of fardubin = - =
forward with supporting documents, T RO G AP -05 wilbmgar, BiFejur Mouzn i Saniteur L Elo,a3 el "
to be delivered to the undersigned Cartrice {inmEei & HRA) under APART
‘F“,”‘bhl!” 15 dayngom FhetAdatefOf;hlz The biddingg documents are ovailable online o0 lirpofdsy wos' pespnibendeis oy o Dooin TRO0SAZ2027 o
gnlccalill?mnl(z)osore;bplt:tilg: ?S)Wiflc Praan 20002 Thdctors will ba rocguiract 140 ragisier o tho srohsine wilricis t= frse of o=, Taor sabmmis=ian of dle
;aisgd or received SIJ’IaII betreéated backs, s bidder is vegueced to hove Dogitol Sigaaiteie Olertificute (D50 Buds st e sabeaimed onlisne on
as null & void and'such dlaims or B e o ERmmt e ndars, o, in on or B Pfore §A00 Liears on TR 2, Chher detnils oan Ba soan in il
iocti ; Laulclina document. The method ofF paviog Bl Secoarity, Tender Processing foes s indicated in the talble
objection shall be treated as waived
" sihinwer ol 1This a-piraecas ani ahall b redquiiredd o b sohamsccedd aml bme an b Sovwe e s asannie s fors. gaew i by
land the Title Holder shall be treated - ek e A 1 - ]
as waived, anﬁ t:e Ti»ﬂe H<|)Ider shall wi-lecting “Pay COaline” ogatior. (Paban Terang)
g;g;?fyt:sssertpreeggnésl;netended Chief Engineer, (EAP) PWRD
G.A. Khan ( Advome') Janasanyog/CF/564/22 Assam, Fatasil Ambari, Guwahati-25
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Tiger Woods will be teeing off in his second Major championships of the year.

Woods back in spotlight,
Mickelson still in shadows

REUTERS
TULSA (USA), MAY 16

TIGER WOODS will be back in the global golf
spotlight when the PGA Championship gets
underway this week but defending cham-
pion Phil Mickelson, his great rival and the
player he has been tethered to throughout
much of his career, will not.

Woods and Mickelson are to golf what Roger
Federer and Rafa Nadal are to tennis, athletes
in the twilight of their careers but still the
most compelling figures in their sport and
guaranteed ratings grabbers.

The PGA Championship, which begins on
Thursday in Tulsa, Oklahoma, had all the
makings of one of those special sporting oc-
casions when old rivals collide.

After nearly losing his right legin a car crash
15 months ago, Woods made his return to
competition at the Masters in April and will
take the next step in his extraordinary come-
back at Southern Hills Country Club.
Mickelson, who has kept a low profile since
his controversial comments about a Saudi-
backed global golf circuit, has not played any-
where since February but looked like he
might return in Tulsa when his name ap-
peared on the field list.

But Mickelson, who became golf's oldest ma-
jor winner last year when he won the PGA
Championship just shy of his 51st birthday;,
said on Friday he would not play, becoming
just the third PGA champion not to defend
his title after Woods in 2008 and Ben Hogan
in 1949, both of whom bowed out due to in-
jury. There will be plenty of other storylines
and great golf played at Southern Hills, most
of it from a pack of hard-charging twenty-
somethings, including Masters champion
and world number one Scottie Scheffler, but
Woods is unlikely to be pushed from the

spotlight.

The 46-year-old won the PGA Championship
the last time it was staged at Southern Hills,
hoisting the Wanamaker trophy for a fourth
time in 2007.

While Woods always plays to win, few ex-
pect him to add to his tally of 15 majors this
week.

Woods worked the golf world into a frenzy at
the Masters when he carded a one-under par
71 inhis first round of competitive golf since
his horror car crash.

He would make the cut but four rounds on
Augusta National's undulating layout proved
too much as the 15-times major winner
closed with six-over 78s on Saturday and
Sunday, his worst-ever scores at the Masters.
Woods will hog much of the spotlight but
will not carry the same pressure as the likes
of world number one Scheffler and Jordan
Spieth, who has an opportunity to complete
the career Grand Slam.

Spieth missed the cut at the Masters for the
first time in his career but has been golf's
hottest player since, winning at Hilton Head
Island and finishing second at his PGA tune-
up. If the 28-year-old can triumph at the PGA
Championship, where his best result was
runner-up in 2015, he would join Gene
Sarazen, Ben Hogan, Gary Player, Jack
Nicklaus and Woods in golf's elite club of
Grand Slam winners. The pressure is also
building on Scheffler, who heads to a layout
he has touted as his favourite course. When
the year began Scheffler was still chasing a
first PGA Tour win. He now has four, a Green
Jacket, the world number one ranking.
Awin at the PGA would saddle him with talk
of arare Grand Slam sweeping all four majors
ina single season. "For Jordan to win the ca-
reer Grand Slam at still a young age, he’s got
to throttle that back," said twice US Open
champion Curtis Strange

WORLD BOXING CHAMPIONSHIP

Famous victory for the secretive boxer

Family came to know
about Manisha’s boxing
talent only after she got
gold at district meet

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, MAY 16

AS A youngster, Manisha Moun would ac-
company her elder brother to the volleyball
ground at the RKSD College Stadium in
Kaithal without telling father Krishan Moun.
While her father only knew about her prac-
tising judo at the venue apart from playing
volleyball, Manisha would be training under
boxing coach Rajinder Singh.

It was around this time that Krishan suf-
fered the first of his heart attacks and the
farmer-cum-tractor mechanic had to worry
about the medical expenses apart from the
needs of his three children.

Those tough times were recalled on
Monday when 24-year-old Manisha secured
her maiden world championship medal with
a 4:1 split decision win over Mongolia’s
Namuun Mankhor in the 57 Kg category at
the IBA Women’s World Boxing
Championship in Istanbul, Turkey.

“Our family wanted Manisha to go out-
side so she would often accompany her
brother to the volleyball stadium. But we did
not know that she was approached by coach
Rajinder Singh, who got her enrolled into
boxing. When she became district champion
within two years, we got to know about her
feat, and I praised her in front of all my rela-
tives and neighbours. So far, she has won
more than 40 medals but this one, whatever
colour she brings home, will be special for
us. She told me that a medal in Turkey will
be no less than an Olympics for us and [ am
glad that she has proved herself,” an emo-
tional Krishan told The Indian Express.

While her father owned a 1.5-acre farm
apart from working as a tractor mechanicin
their village, Manisha’s interest in boxing
meant that the family had to look for funds to
support her training. While a young Manisha
would often bring some prize money from
local boxing tournaments to mother Usha
Rani, the family faced a tough time in those
years when Krishan suffered his first heart
attack and spent more than a month at the
PGIMER in Chandigarh. “She was a child at
that time and would not understand my con-
dition. She would tell us that she is going to
training but would always ask her mother
about my health. Whatever prize money she
won, she would give to her mother,” remem-
bers Krishan.

Coach Gurmeeet Singh, a trainee of

Manisha, 24, secured her maiden world championship medal in the 57 kg class.

While Manisha would often
bring some prize money from
local tournaments to mother
Usha Rani, the family faced
tough times when her father
suffered a heart attack.

Rajinder Singh, who has been training
Manisha since 2014 remembers her early
daysin boxing. “Is ladki main zunoon hai kuch
seekhne ka(This girl has the passion to learn).
At that time, we had fewer female boxers at
the academy and would train her with boys.
It also meant that she would take part in
cross-country runs every week in which she
would finish in the top three in the 21-km
country run. It helped her build stamina and
she maintains the habit of running cross-
country events even now. She has always
been a fan of 2006 Commonwealth Games
champion Akhil Kumar and her left punchis
just like Akhil with a bit of an open guard,”
says Singh.

Steady progress

A silver at the junior Haryana boxing
championships in 2013 was followed by suc-
cessive All India Inter-University titlesin 2016
and 2017 before Manisha won three inter-
national medals in 2018. It was the year
when she would win the trials for the 2018
World Championships in Delhi, where she
would reach the quarter-finals before losing
to 2016 world championship silver medal-
list Stoyko Petrova of Bulgaria. During her
campaign, Manisha would score wins over
two-time world championship medallist

Christina Cruz of USA and 2017 world cham-
pion Dina Zhalaman of Kazakhstan. She
would win a bronze at the Asian Boxing
Championships in 2019.

Then came the setback of an elbow injury
in 2019 before she decided to shift to the 57
Kg category, where she would compete
against the likes of former world youth
champion Sakshi Chaudhary, former world
medallist Sonia Lather and Sonia Chahal.
“She would start her career in the 50 kg cat-
egory and once she felt confident, she chose
54 Kgas her best weight. The 2018 Nationals
silver medal gave her confidence ahead of
the world championship trials in 2018 and
she could have won a medal in Delhi. She of-
ten watches videos of her bouts against
Christina and Dina and would observe her
mistakes during the rehabilitation period af-
ter her elbow injury. When she was dropped
from the TOPS scheme recently, she was a bit
disappointed as her family’s financial condi-
tion is not that good but this medal will hope-
fully ensure that she gets back into the
scheme,” says coach Satvir Kaur, who has
been in several national camps with
Manisha.

The pugilist will now face Irma Testa of
Italy in the World Championship semi-finals
and her father will be watching the bout with
the family at their village. “Sometimes,
would spend extra hours at the tractor shop
to earn more money even though Manisha
would often ask me to come home early. But
then we had loans to repay. She always hands
her prize money to me or her mother till now
but for us the biggest prize is her medals. The
only thing she is fond of while at home is
cleaning the house and making space for her
medals. This medal will be the brightest of
all of her medals till date,” her father says.

Nikhat, Parveen
also advance to
semi-finals,
secure medals

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

NIKHAT ZAREEN (52kg), Manisha (57kg) and
Parveen (63kg) continued their stellar run at
the IBA Women's World Boxing
Championships in Istanbul on Monday by ad-
vancing to the semifinals but five other Indians
bowed out after suffering quarterfinal losses.
Confirming their first World Championships
medals with a place in the semifinals, Nikhat
out-punched England's Charley-Sian Davison
5-0 while young Parveen got the better off
Shoira Zulkaynarova of Tajikistan with an
identical margin.

Manisha, on the other hand, dispatched
Mongolia's Namuun Monkhor in a hard-
fought quarterfinal by a4-1 split decision.

However, it was the end of the road for
Nitu (48kg), seasoned campaigner Pooja Rani
(81kg), Anamika (50kg), Jaismine (60kg) and
Nandini (+81kg).

Continuing her stellar run from the pres-
tigious Strandja Memorial tournament where
she won the gold earlier this year, Nikhat
handed India its first medal at this year's tour-
nament with an impressive victory.

"My opponent was taller than me today,
so my strategy was to block her right hand
which is her strength. I am delighted to give
India the first medal, hope I can win the gold,"
Nikhat said after the bout.

The former junior world champion will
next square off against Caroline De Almeida
of Brazil, who thrashed the 2018
Commonwealth Games silver winner Carly
McNaul of Ireland by unanimous decision.

In the fourth Indian bout of the day,
Parveeninitially seemed hesitant to attackand
looked out of depth but as the seconds ticked
away and coach Bhaskar Bhatt and the sup-
port staff encouraged her to go forward and
attack from the sideline, the Haryana boxer
gained confidence to notch up a memorable
win. She will be up against Ireland’'s Amy
Broadhurst in the semifinal. Anamika and
Jaismine fell short of securing medals on their
debut appearance at the world event afteren-
during 0-5 and 1-4 losses respectively.
Anamika lost to Rio Olympic bronze medal-
list Colombia's Ingrit Valencia and Jaismine
succumbed to Rashida Ellis of USA. Nandini
was handed a 0-5 loss by Morocco's Khadija
Mardiin in her opening bout.

CROSSWORD 4742

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

g o

on, and that imaginative and
awkward squad, Uranus,
Neptune and Pluto, will now
leave you in peace for a little
longer. Meawhile, Saturn will
continue to keep you in

your place.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
The Sun is still

@ social profile,
reminding you that

maintaining your
itis important to get other

'H.l-lh"'{.'ﬂh TR0 WENTS '.ta hE Slul" 1 HiGWT '._l-_r»'i'.u BE: DI | = Il-.n'.'-; HERS, -I:*-.-m 1o people to see that your way of
MOW THE LR, | | SOMETIING ABOUT TWE you ? Tl WE THERE (5 MOME doing thingss best. With a
ur'e iy -1 s - | | charm like yours, how can you
ﬁ'L'I'; 1|.:Htllﬂ'm SATISFACT D'HFQ_‘::‘; ::ml'-"" fail? Only by not taking care of
. - :Eli"': [ iy UE-FEW-B : :F_: rl' every single detail, that's how.
ACROSS 29 How Beethoven finished a set of L= I - GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
1 Gameforanoldschool get- four notes (4) 7 | i The first thin
OIS g to say
together(5,5) 30 Prettinessina constantly -E? 1r _lll is that thereis a
6 &e)ms given for storage inabank recurring form (10) . = shortage of epoch-
10 Lieabout showing true grit(5) DOWN ] as making planetary
. ] . . , pects at the moment. The
11 Theyworkwithawill(9) 1 Bird making harshsound (4) — result is that you may begin to
12 Instrument putsold manin 2 Tribalrag turns out to be rock (9) ;
. i !‘_-.t‘-. i see yourself as more in control
confusion(8) 3 Returnandsurrender(5) SRRy :
. . ) - of your life than you have been
13 Unusual Roman dwelling house 4 Withone point each, one more = fo ; -
| P R o, r quite some time. If you do,
(5) becomes redundant(7) | . - that's a sign that you may
15 It'snear breakingupand 5 Cocainedistilled from the sea(7) L e, — come unstuck very soon
showing distress (2,5) 7 Lendbeauty to partofa head )
17 Hide atone time foundin ornament (5) CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
California(7) 8 Pacificislander(10) MARVIN by Tom Armstron g There's one thing
19 They'retold togoto blazes(7) 9 Asked toappear at court? (8) you want more than
21 Wine forced on some Irishmen 14 Seekearthly riches? (3,34) HAVE YOU THOLSHT OF A Way AS A MATTER OF FACT, anythingelse in
@ 16 Errsamid wayward lovers (8) L= I-’.EE!F' THIS FROM HAFFENING | | HAVE Yo SHoULD _ yourlife,and
22 One who gets up part of the 18 Beingin the wrong scene, exit (9) recently it has seemed that
stairs(5) 20 Foster may runtrue toform(7) WALk I ?’ you have been about to
24 Determined togive poorRosean 21 Gets better of teachers(7) .E i achieve it. However, if you
instrument (8) 23 Brown monkeys climball have fallen at the last hurdle,
27 After work, quiet or musicis around one (5) t can you wait for another two
timely (9) 25 Adeal with America for plant(5) i months? Current
28 Gotanordertodance(5) 26 Place appointed for a picket (4) ¥ developments may open your
1 eyes to the broader picture.
|4
Solutions Crossword 4741: Across: 1 Tanning, 5 Which, 8 Stringent, 9 Car, 10 Each, 3 LEO Uuly 24 - Aug 23)
12 Unchaste, 14 Callow, 15 Harass, 17 Nominate, 18 Stir, 21 0ut, 22 Reeled off, 24 ] Don't back away
Mused, 25 Melange. Down: 1 Taste, 2 Nor, 3 Inns, 4 Greens, 5 Watchman, 6 ! f bl t
Incessant, 7 Hamness, 11 Cellmates, 13 Cornered, 14 Conform, 16 Stream, 19 Rifle, 20 . romproblems a
Seal, 230wn. | work. Pfeople lll} all
a8 areas of your life are
waiting for you to make
yourself clear and
demonstrate that you are able
JUMBLED WORDS . to cope with any amount of
Difficulty Level 5s - , (o) practical difficulty. People you
Instructions A B ™ live with could get intense,
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, A ) 2 19 | GiT| 3214185 so don't let anything
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get everydigitfrom1to9 | 1 surprise you.
A ~ rydig | ol . T121519 4 81316
the answer for the given quip. ™ mustappearin each of the E- E 5 2 s | 1 } 4 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
If men could only know each other, they would neither __ : ical col ; X BiZtd415|6 1121719 2 P
~Elbert Hubbard (7..4) 00 nine vertical columns, in - - o You seem to be
= <t each of the nine horizontal 24 38 [ 2 a 5 71218/913]16 4 1 quite preoccupied
MNAEE EEEDLT | rows andin each of the 1 7 T T E’ R S R el e e with personnel
HEEBEREBEN (" EROOREGEN 2N [BEoann o0
o | A work front. Seeing as that
o i 4|8 3.6 % 4|/1/8|2 5618 37 yadical sign Aquarius is
DTIIO AILYHZ D | DifficultyLevel |1 AE! '8 =) 2|18[1[3/7[9]5/6(4 involved, you may be
7] 5 o ) | | | } [ Jeres concerned to increase your
135 —\I(,elnéfzasyfs —:asdy, | =) G431 2'5|F 9|8 independence and sense of
s =Medium; 4s=Hard; —t—1 B R | i
i b I — = personal responsibility. And it
5s=VeryHard; 6s= L] e 7 (@) B(5|7|6(8/4]1/2(3 means you may have to strike
PIeqqnH 39q[d - Genius out on your own
ey 10U AZI[OPIIYIIU PINOM A3L[) 1910 2B MO A[UO P[NOD UL J] :1OMSUY (77} y .
A1IZVH ‘41474d '10Idl ‘'VINANE :NOLLNT0S

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
NOU'RE F"l-ﬁ-HH'.-‘u T HAvE ELUR FIRST
TOATTRALT ME _STORY: ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
3“‘2‘-‘-"-.."-" - '.ﬂlEh-.-ET 5:.5:.1}'_ L5 lgqﬂg:&ﬁf Please don't sit Aseries of powerful
HERE, ~ around thinking planetary aspects
ASOUT Mg @ how unfair life can e has been keeping
EXSLTLYY be. Mars, the planet your personal
h of excess energy, has passed affairs in a state of flux.

However, Venus, the planet of
love is bringing help from near
at hand. And that help may be
more practical than you think.
In the meantime, sort out cash
questions while you can.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
If you are absolutely
determined to
assert your
authority, there
seems to be little to stand in
your way. The Moon combines
with the Sun to strengthen an
already solid personal
position, much to your relief.

The best advice is to take a

creative approach, but keep

other people on your side.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
The Sun and
Mercury are casting
their benevolent
rays over your

family affairs. You are never

certain about your
foundations — emotional and
otherwise. Yet, really, you have
little to worry about. Probably
the best area to focus on is the
effect your public
commitments have on your
private affairs.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Have you realised
that the obstacle
you faced last week
was a hurdle to leap

over, not a brick wall to stop

your progress? By now, you
must be well on your way to
establishing your life on an
entirely fresh footing. Today's

Venusian alignments should

help balance your emotions.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
This may well be a
challenging and
upsetting time, but
graceful Venus will

bring support and sympathy

from close friends. The best
thing you can be told is that
your fears and worries are
illusory. And the best thing
you can do is wait until you
have a clearer picture.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Pisceans have a
reputation for being
too sensitive by half.
The only way to get

the most out of your current

situation is to lay yourself on
the line and learn to accept
criticism in the spirit in which
itis meant. In other words,
there may be something
genuine for you to learn.
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SPORT

PLAYING TONIGHT

Indian Premier League
Ml vs SRH, 7.30pm

Live on Star Sports Network

Shock, anger and grudging respect for Indian shuttlers

Watching the unheralded team lift the Thomas Cup, badminton powerhouses Indonesians, Malaysians and Danes wonder what went wrong for their men

SHIVANINAIK
MAY 16

INDIA’'STHOMAS Cup victory sent some seis-
mic waves through South-East Asian power-
houses and European big daddies of bad-
minton. India can chuckle a tad and wink a
bit this week, or have the proverbial last laugh.
But there was a hint of a scoff and grudging
respect as Malaysia, Denmark and Indonesia
came to terms with being handed losses by
the first-time finalists in the 2022 edition.
Here are some snatches of the fallout that
erupted in two proud shuttle nations from
the straits, and the Scandinavian behemoth
boasting of Olympic champ Viktor Axelsen.

Taufik lets it rip

Indonesian legend and universal
favourite Taufik Hidayat, couldn’t hold back
an almighty rant when he took to Instagram
to post his thoughts under a video of a glum
looking team clutching their silvers on
the podium.

The 2000 & 2002 Thomas Cup champ had
found a scapegoat in the singles coach - with
the classic gripe: Where is the coach!?

His post read (translated): “Team Thomas
Cup. Thank you for reaching the best possible
positionof afinal. Surely, they are disappointed
with this defeat, but one thing is to be noted al-
ways: it'samental, physical battle...and where
is the Indonesian men’s singles coach? Does
Indonesia not have a better and more qualified
coach? How long do youwant this tolast, PBSI?”
Addressing the federation, Indonesia’s last
Olympicsingles champion tore into the incum-
bent, after Anthony Ginting and Jonatan
Christie had lost their matches.

Thissoon turned intoa ‘Who's wiser?’ scrap
asasocial media follower compared his bruis-
ing tone to the more restrained reaction from
Malaysian Lee Chong Wei, who basically urged
patience while the Malaysians rebuilt their side.
Not unlike India and Pakistan who both lose
and then snipe at each other while a third coun-
try wins at cricket, Indonesian and Malaysian
fans started venting against each other, much

As Indians savoured the historic win, Indonesian and Malaysian fans started venting against each other, much like the

famous rivalry of the 1970s.

AP

like the famous rivalry of the 1970s.

Indonesia coach under fire

Indonesia’s singles coach Irwansyah did cop
criticism the day after, though moving images
of him consoling Ginting and Christie, and his
efforts to help make the finals seemed to have
earned him a longer rope. Detik Sport quoted
himassaying, “The playersin the future willbe
given more opportunities toappearininterna-
tional championships. Thisis partof the regen-
eration process.”

Doubles coach Herry Iman had amore rous-

ing defence of his troops: “We have to accept
this defeat as part of the learning process. Last
year we won, we are happy. This time we lost,
sowe have toacceptit,” Detik quoted the coach
nicknamed the Fire Dragon. “Defeat should not
make us dissolve in sadness. But we must rise
againtolookto the future. Whatever theresult,
India deserve to be congratulated,” said Herry.

The King mourns

Liem Swie King, a contemporary of
Prakash Padukone with many storied battles,
lamented the loss to India, in what was adis-

Late charge by Delhi Capitals
takes them to the top four

SYNOPSIS: Mitchell Marsh steers his
side to a competitive score, and Shardul
Thakur's slower ones hold off a fighting
PK to take DC to No 4 in the table

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
MUMBAI, MAY 16

Shardul Thakur’s four strikes first brought
Delhi Capitals back into the game and then
cut short a late fightback by Punjab Kings to
deliver a crucial 17-run win that took his team
to fourth position on the table, with 14 points
and the fourth-best net run-rate so far.

Marsh carries DC again

In DC’s previous match at the same
ground four nights ago against Rajasthan
Royals, Mitchell Marsh had powered seven
sixes in a match-winning 89 off 62. That
knock, though, had come in the chase with
the ball coming on better than it had in the
first innings. Against PK, Marsh had to
come in the second ball of the match after
David Warner’s golden duck.

With a 6-3 field set to protect the
shorter boundary, Marsh still took on the
longer side when the bowling became too
predictable, seeking to force the bigger hit.
He first lofted Kagiso Rabada over the far-
ther cow-corner rope. Later when the spin-
ners too continued to bowl wider to the
longer off side, he rocked back, waited and
made sure he beat the sweeper with his
cut. And when Marsh gets the power and
timing right, the size of the boundary rarely
matters. Marsh can get tied down by spin,
but to his credit, he didn’t let the dot balls
pile up, running 23 singles, and hence, did-
n't have to take large risks to break free.

He had his couple of moments of good
fortune, though. A mishit off Arshdeep
Singh just cleared a jumping long-on, and
another off the left-armer tickled into the
wide long-off boundary despite a valiant
dash-and-dive to attempt to catch it from
Shikhar Dhawan.

How difficult it could be, and how well
Marsh had played, was evident when he
failed to clear deep midwicket on the
shorter side off a Rabada slot delivery in the
19th over. So short Marsh had fallen that the
fielder had to run in to complete the catch.

Marsh'’s exit meant DC took just ten off
the last two overs, but they’d still managed
to set a competitive target of 160.

Panic after powerplay

Courtesy swift bursts from Sarfaraz
Khan - opening for the first time in the IPL
- and Jonny Bairstow, the powerplay had
gone almost equivalent for both sides. DC
had scored 59 for 2, PK were on 53 for
1with three deliveries remaining in their

IPLTABLE

TEAM | M | W | L | PT | NRR
GT | 13 10/ 3| 20/ 0391
RR | 13| 8|5 | 16/ 0304
IS | 13| 8|5 | 16/ 0262
DC | 13| 7|6 14-0255
RCB | 13| 7|6 | 140323
KKR | 13| 6 | 7 | 120160
PK |13 6|7 12| 0043
SRH | 12| 5|7 | 10/ -0270
CSK | 13| 4|9 8 |-0206
M |12l 319 -0.613

powerplay. However, Shardul Thakur first
sent back Bhanuka Rajapaksa; two balls
later, he bowled one that was close to cut,
but Shikhar Dhawan tried to and went
caught behind.

Three balls later, the DC spinners struck
with their tricks. On a dry pitch where turn
was available, Axar Patel foxed Mayank
Agarwal with a straighter one; the line was
on the stumps, Mayank Agarwal still went
for a late steer and had his stumps rattled.

In the next over, Kuldeep Yadav slid it
straight past an advancing Liam
Livingstone to have him stumped by a long
way.

Thakur intervenes decisively

At 61 for 5, the bulk of the PK batting
was gone but the asking rate wasn'’t steep,
and wicketkeeper Jitesh Sharma would
take his side close with a 34-ball 44.

With 39 needed off the last three overs,
Rovman Powell made a critical save on the
straight boundary.

He leaped to catch what was an other-
wise certain six from Jitesh and hurled it
back in time as he went over the rope to
keep the damage to just a single.

Jitesh went for another six in the over
but this time, Thakur had got the knuckle
ball right, and Warner surged forward from
long-off to take a sharp, low catch.

PK would go down swinging. Now
Rabada mowed Thakur over the shorter
deep-midwicket rope. Next ball, Thakur
sent the wide bouncer wider towards the
longer side, and Rabada swatted it straight
to long-off. Down to 131 for 9 after 18, PK
were finally out of the game.

BRIEF SCORES: Delhi Capitals 159 for 7
(Marsh 63, Sarfaraz 32, Livingstone 3-27)
beat Punjab Kings 142 for 9 (Jitesh 44,
Thakur 4-36, Axar 2-14, Kuldeep 2-14) by
17 runs

Road gets tough
for Bangalore

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY

ONE PLAYOFF spot is officially taken by
Gujarat Titans. The next two positions are
Rajasthan Royals and Lucknow Super Giants’
to lose. Battle is intense for the one remain-
ing place.

RAJASTHAN ROYALS
M:13,PTS:16,NRR: 0.304

A win against LSG have all but secured a
playoff place for Royals. Only two more
teams can now get to 16 points. One of them,
RCB, have a negative net run rate.

LUCKNOW SUPER GIANTS
M:13,PTS:16,NRR: 0.262

Successive losses by big margins have
pulled Super Giants’ net run rate down to
0.262 from 0.703. And yet, KL Rahul’s troops
sit pretty because of their far superior net run
rate.

DELHI CAPITALS
M:13,PTS:14,NRR: 0.255

On the face of it, DC now are in a straight
fight with RCB. If they win their last game
against Mumbai Indians, they will be
through, thanks to their very impressive net
run rate. If they lose and RCB win against
Titans, DC will be knocked out.

ROYAL CHALLENGERS BANGALORE
M:13,PTS:14,NRR:-0.323

Despite being on 14 points, the final
group league fixture is a win-or-bust for RCB.
Still, they will not get there if DC secure a vic-
tory. In the playoffs scrap, RCB have the worst
net run rate among all the aspirants.

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS
M:13,PTS:12,NRR:0.160

KKR will have to hope that no other team
reaches 16 points.

PUNJAB KINGS
M:13,PTS:12,NRR:-0.043

Defeat to DCsort of put paid to their play-
offs hopes. Punjab Kings’ chance now lies in
DC,RCB and KKR losing their respective final
league fixtures, while they beating SRH.

SUNRISERS HYDERABAD
M:12,PTS:10,NRR:-0.270

Sunrisers are hoping against hope that no
other team gets to 16 points and they win
massive against Ml and Punjab Kings. For ex-
ample, even if they beat the two by 30 runs
each, they won't have a positive net run rate.

believing tone. Detik quoted him wondering;:
“Three Indonesian players were ranked be-
low Anthony Ginting & Co. In fact, based on
the track record of the two countries’ meet-
ings, Indonesia was supposed to have been
quite dominating. But that advantage was not
utilised by the defending champions. Yes, it
must be evaluated why we lost. The perform-
ance until the final was extraordinary. I didn’t
think that Iwould lose toIndia!” the 1976,"79
and '84 Thomas Cup champ exclaimed. “Yes,
that’s right, India is also good, I just didn’t
think it was... with this history, that they can

Chirag Shetty, who was a thorn in the flesh of Mohammad Ahsan
and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo, found himself on the dartboard of
Indonesian netizens, after his pumped-up face was captured ina
photograph, staring at the sole Minion.

win in the Thomas Cup. Physically
(Indonesian players must)improve (because)
every time they play three games, they lose a
lot,” said Liem. “(So) you can’t just have skills,
itmust be complete play,” he stressed.

Nasty nickname

Chirag Shetty, who was athornin the flesh
of Mohammad Ahsan and Kevin Sanjaya
Sukamuljo, found himself on the dartboard
of Indonesian netizens, after his pumped-up
face was captured in a photograph, staring at
the sole Minion. Manning the net with ag-
gressive energy, Shetty had clearly rattled the
fancied pairing asit wilted - or so Indonesian
fans were convinced.

His swivel serve came in for more carp-
ing: they nicknamed him ‘Kang Delay’, the
serve delayer. A loss in doubles for a country
that boasts three pairings in the Top 10, in-
cluding Nos. 1 and 2, was a whiplash on dazed
Indonesian faces. Kevin had earlier remarked
about those tense moments: “In the second
game, when they were leading 19-13, Indians
played like they had nothing to lose. They
were so hard to put down.”

Malaysia in soul-searching mode

Lee Chong Wei did ask for accountability
though, speaking to Straits Times. But first was
a compliment for Kidambi Srikanth and HS
Prannoy, who handed Malaysia a 3-2 loss in
the quarters. “I don’t think we would have
stood a chance even if we fielded Daren
(Liew). Srikanth was oozing with confidence,
he was untouchable. Neither (Ng) Tze Yong
or Daren could beat him.

“Jun Hao fared poorly against a more-ex-
perienced Prannoy. To win the Thomas Cup,
it takes a collective effort from everyone in
the team. We certainly need to improve our

singles depth if we want to challenge for the
title. Having been the singles coaching direc-
tor for a few years now, (Wong) Choong
Hann has to be held accountable and ex-
plain,” Lee told ST.

He proceeded to suggest an Indian style
trial: “Perhaps, it's time we looked into hav-
ing a selection trial for the men’s singles in or-
der to make it fair to all, especially with many
independent players outside the national
team.” Malaysia’s team event specialist Chong
Wei Feng added to ST: “India developed a
huge pool of singles players, you got to give
them credit. They have five singles in the
world top 30 and more than 10 in the top
100.”

Boe hero; Hoi on backfoot

Denmark’s only bright spot in the finals
was India’s doubles coach Mathias Boe, who
told TV2 Sport: “I have to find my dance
shoes and see if I can show them how to
make a quiet and calm charming Viennese
waltz.” Clearly the Dane couldn’t match step
with the wild Bhangra and freestyle moves
of Chirag & Co.

Elsewhere, national coach Jakob Hei, was
left defending his decision to field Rasmus
Gemke ahead of seasoned HK Vittinghus.
“We've been in dreamland, and whenyou are,
and it’s bursting, it’s hard to get up again.
Respect for the boys on and off the field, but
we were not good enough today,” he was
quoted by TV2 Sport, adding that India had
negotiated conditions better. “No, 1 do not re-
gret anything,” he stressed.

Gembke spoke of feeling wretched as
Indians rushed onto the court to hug Prannoy.
“It was hard to stand in there when the
Indians stormed onto the field, and I knew it
was over,” he said.
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Inflation:

How bad is it for you,

In conversation
with

In the growth-inflation trade-off, the focus has clearly shifted to reining in prices.
A fortnight ago, the RBI hiked the key policy rate by 40 basis points, the first in four years.
Given the worries about domestic food prices, India has already banned wheat exports.
With the Russia-Ukraine war still unravelling, fuel prices may remain elevated.

Tough measures like more interest rate hikes and liquidity absorption in coming months will kill
whatever little demand India is seeing now.

Is stagflation - low growth, high inflation - looming large?
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