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SINCE 1932

Age ceiling, RS
term limit on
Congress table,
Chintan Shivir
starts today

MANOJCG
UDAIPUR,MAY12

THE CONGRESS top brass is ac-
tively considering a radical idea
to bring new faces into leader-
ship levels. Sources said the
partyisseriouslythinkingof im-
posinganage-ceilingforleaders
to hold positions in the organi-
sation at all levels and for con-
testingelectionsbesidesputting
in place a term-limit for Rajya
Sabhamembers.Theideaispart
of theparty’sattempttogiveita
“young look.”
Two senior leaders,who are

playingakeyroleindeliberations
in the run-up to the Congress
ChintanShivirbeginningFridayin
Udaipur, told The Indian Express
thattheparty is“seriouslythink-
ing” about the two ideas though
it is not yet clear “what shape
theseproposalswilltake”.
“I can tell you there is cer-

tainly a thinking in this direc-
tion…Weareseriouslythinking,
but I cannot saynowhowitwill
comeup,”one leader said.
It remains to be seen

whether the ideaswill comeup
for discussion at the Chintan
Shivir which is being held to

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

INANTICIPATIONofthein-
flationprint,therupee
slippedtoarecordlow,
whilestocksplummeted2
percentamidconcernsthat
runawaypricesmayforce
RBItotightenratesmore
aggressively.Therecouldbe
back-to-backratehikesin
thenextMPCmeetinJune.
EXPLAINED,PAGE13

WhyRBI
mayactE●EX
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KAMAALSAIYED
BHARUCH,MAY12

HINTINGTHAThewas ready for
another term, Prime Minister
NarendraModisaidonThursday
thata“verysenior”Oppositionle-
ader,whomherespects,hadonce
asked“whatelse”wasleftforhim
toaccomplishafterbecomingPM
twice— but hewill not rest till
“100percent”coverageofGove-
rnmentschemeswasachieved.
Speaking virtually at the

Utkarsh Samaroh in Bharuch,
where beneficiaries of four
Central Government schemes
were assembled, Modi said:
“OnceImetaleader...heisavery
senior leader...hehasbeenapo-
liticalopponent,but Idorespect
him. One day, he came tomeet
me, to sort out some issues. He
said, ‘Modiji, nowwhat else do
youwanttodo?Thecountryhas
madeyouprimeministertwice’.”
Modi said: “He thought that

becomingprimeminister twice
was a huge achievement.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

BASHAARATMASOOD
&ARUNSHARMA
SRINAGAR, JAMMU,MAY12

MILITANTS THURSDAY barged
intoagovernmentoffice in cen-
tral Kashmir’s Budgam district
andfatallyshotaKashmiriPandit
employee — the third attack
againsttheminoritycommunity
intheValleythisyear.
PolicesaidRahulBhat,arev-

enue department official at the
tehsil office in Chadoora, was
takentoahospitalwherehesuc-
cumbedtohisinjuries.Theysaid

twomilitants were involved in
theattackandthatBhatwasshot
pointblankwithapistol.
TheattackonBhat, inhis30s,

triggered protests from Pandits
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

ASADREHMAN
VARANASI,MAY12

STATINGTHAT“anatmosphereof
fearhasbeencreated”,aVaranasi
court on Thursday ordered re-
sumptionof the video survey of
the Kashi Vishwanath temple-

Gyanvapi mosque complex,
whichwas halted lastweek fol-
lowingallegationsofbiasagainst
the official in charge—even if it
meantgetting“locksopened/bro-
ken”.Thesurveyreportshouldbe
submittedonMay17,itsaid.
Whilepassinganorderonan

application filedby themosque

committee, which had accused
court-appointed Advocate
Commissioner Ajay Kumar

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Gyanvapi survey: Break locks if need
be, submit report by May 17, says court

MARCH IIPSHOWS1.9%GROWTH

Highpricelevelsof fuel, fooditemsand
householdservicescontributetosurge

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

RETAIL INFLATION surged to a
near8-yearhighof7.79percent
in April, persisting above the
ReserveBankofIndia’s(RBI’s)in-
flation target for the fourth
straightmonth,datareleasedby
the National Statistical Office
(NSO)showedThursday.
High price levels of fuel and

fooditems,especiallyofvegeta-
bles, spices and oils/fats, along
with household services, con-
tributed to the sharp rise in

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Glimmer of
hope: Pulses,
milk prices fall
HARISHDAMODARAN&
PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
NEWDELHI, PUNE,MAY12

IS THEworst of food inflation—
8.38 per cent year-on-year in
April—over? Somehope is pro-
vided by milk, which has the
highestweightamongfooditems
intheconsumerpriceindexafter
cereals. And also pulses, besides
thelikesofonionandpotato.
International prices of dairy

commoditieshavefallenoffacliff
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Retail inflation at 8-year
high of 7.79% in April

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

RahulBhat;
(above)his
grieving
relatives.
ShuaibMasoodi

Grief, anger as Kashmiri Pandit govt
staffer is killed by militants in Valley

THEWORLD

WICKREMESINGHE
RETURNSASLANKA
PRIMEMINISTER
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Opp leader told
me ‘PM twice,
what more’, but
I can’t rest: Modi
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Kashmiri Pandit
the Valley. Police sources said
demonstrationswere reported
from Qazigund, Pulwama,
Budgam, Gandebal and
Baramulla.Theprotestersthreat-
ened to resign enmasse if the
killings were not stopped and
raised slogans against the BJP,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
andHomeMinister Amit Shah,
seekingprotection.
Political parties across the

spectrum— including PDP, NC,
People’s Conference and BJP—
stronglycondemnedthekilling.
On the incident, the Jammu

and Kashmir Police tweeted:
“Terrorists fired upon one em-
ployee namely Shri Rahul Bhat
from minority community in
Tehsildar office Chadoora,
Budgam.Hehas been shifted to
hospital.”
“Theinjuredwasimmediately

brought to SMHSHospital (in)
Srinagarfortreatment,wherehe
succumbedtohisinjuries,”itsaid.
Following the attack, a joint

team of Jammu and Kashmir
Police, Army and Paramilitary
forces cordonedoff the area and
launched a search for the as-
sailants.
Bhat,who is survived byhis

wife and a 6-year-old daughter,
was stayingwith them inagov-
ernment accommodation at
SheikhporavillageinBudgamdis-
trict. The accommodationwas
constructed forKashmiri Pandit
employees under a Central
scheme.Bhatwasappointedun-
der this scheme in 2011 andhis
first postingwas inBudgam.He
was transferred to Chadoora
tehsiltwoyearsago.
Bhat’sfatherBittaJiBhat,are-

tired Assistant Police Sub
Inspector, questioned the safety
ofPandits intheValley.Thefam-
ilyisbasedinJammu.
“Is this how thegovernment

will take us back home to the
Valley,” he asked. “The govern-
menthas totally failed toprotect
KashmiriPandits.”
On April 13, amilitant shot

andkilled SatishKumarSingh, a
Rajput, outside his home in
KakranvillageborderingShopian
andKulgamdistrict.Membersof
thiscommunityhavebeenliving
insomevillagesofsouthKashmir
forsevendecadesnow.

OnApril4,militantsshotand
injured a Kashmiri Pandit, Bal
Krishan Bhat (39), in south
Kashmir’sKulgam.Bhatwasshot
insidehismedical shopnearhis
residenceinShopian’sChotigam
village.
Militantshadalsocarriedout

anumberofattacksonKashmiri
Pandits andmigrantworkers in
October last year. Sevenpeople
haddiedinthoseattacks.
Former chief minister and

PDPpresidentMehboobaMufti
tweeted: “Condemn the grue-
some act where in a Kashmiri
PanditboyRahulBhatwasmur-
dered in Chadoora. Another life
endedandanotherfamilydevas-
tated.Myheartgoesouttothebe-
reavedfamilyinthishourofgrief.
It also belies the false claims of
normalcyinKashmir.”
National Conference Vice

President and former CMOmar
Abdullah tweeted: “I unequivo-
cally condemn themurderous
militant attackonRahulBhatt…
My heartfelt condolences to
Rahul’sfamily.”
People's Conference leader

Sajad Lone called the attackers
“psychopaths”. “Strongly con-
demnthekillingofRahul.Itisdif-
ficult to read theminds of these
psychopathswhoindulgeinsuch
killings. Yet another family is
addedtothelistofvictimsofvio-
lence.Maythedepartedsoulrest
inpeace,”hetweeted.
TheBJP,inastatement,quoted

itsstateunitchiefRavinderRaina
assayingthat “all those involved
inthisheinouscrimewillbeneu-
tralisedverysoon”.

Modi
HedoesnotknowthatthisModi
ismadeofsomethingelse...itisthe
soil of Gujarat that has shaped
him.ItisnotenoughthatIshould
rest now, (thinking) that every-
thing that has happened is
good...No...My dream is satura-
tion...meet your target 100 per
cent. Get the governmentma-
chineryintoahabit,createfaithin
thecitizens.”
ThePrimeMinistersaidwhen

hewas elected in 2014, “almost
half the countrywas 100miles
away from toilets, vaccination,
electricity,bankaccounts,inaway
they were denied. In all these
yearswith all our effortsmany
schemeshave achieved100per

centsaturation”.
Accordingtohim,thesewere

“difficulttasksandpoliticiansare
afraidtotouchthem”buthewas
not here to “do politics, but to
servecitizensof thecountry”.
“The country has vowed to

reach the target of 100per cent.
When this happens, the citizen
beginstobelievethatIhavearight
to thismoney, and this sows a
seedofduty.Andwhenthissatu-
rationhappens,thereisnopossi-
bilityofdiscrimination,thereisno
needforrecommendation.When
this happens, the politics of ap-
peasementends,”Modisaid.
“Once therewasnewsabout

asecuritythreattome,oncethere
wasnewsaboutmyillness...then
Isaid,'brother,Ihavetheblessings
of crores ofmothers and sisters
andtillthetimeIhavethisshield,
nobodycandoanything tome',”
hesaid.
Hesaidhewasworkinglikea

“familymember” and that his
Government, having completed
eightyears inoffice,wasmoving
aheadwith a “newpromise and
newenergy”.
Modi also said that his

Government had provided 50
crore people the cover of Rs five
lakheachunderthehealthinsur-
ance scheme, crores had been
coveredundertheaccidentinsur-
ance scheme, and the pension
schemefortheseniorcitizens.
People have got their own

homes, gas connections, power
connections,water connections
andbankaccounts,hesaid. “The
poorwouldspendhalf theirlives
runningaroundgovernmentof-
fices,ourgovernmentchangedall
that,”hesaid.

Gyanvapi
Mishra of being “biased”, the
court appointed two additional
commissioners—lawyersVishal
SinghandAjayPratapSingh—to
assist him. Civil Judge (Senior
Division) Ravi Kumar Diwakar
saidtopdistrictofficials“havethe
responsibility" to complete the
survey by the court-appointed
Commission, and directed the
DGPandChiefSecretarytosuper-
vise“relatedaction”.
ItorderedforanFIRtobereg-

istered“ifanyonecreatesanyhin-
drance”. “Under no condition
shouldtheCommission’sworkbe
stopped even if any of the peti-
tionerscooperateornot,”saidthe
court.
Intheorder,theciviljudgealso

struck apersonal note after stat-
ing that “this action by the
Commission is common,which
isdoneinmostcivilmatters,and
very rarely is the Advocate
Commissionerquestioned”.
“This commoncivilmatter is

beingmade into a very uncom-
monone and an atmosphere of
fearhasbeencreated. The fear is
suchthatmyfamilyisconstantly
worriedaboutmeandIamwor-
ried about them,” the judge said
intheorder.
“When (I am) away from

home,mywife expressesworry
aboutme repeatedly. Yesterday,
mymother in Lucknowduring
our conversation expressed
worryaboutmysecurityandshe
gotinformationthroughtheme-
dia that Imay go to the spot as
Commissioner.Sheaskedmenot
togoasCommissionerasthismay
be a threat tomy security,” the
judgesaid.
“Intheconcernedmatter,the

AdvocateCommissionerhaspar-
tiallydonetheworkanditdoesn’t
seemjustifiedtoraisefingers,”the
courtsaid,addingthatthereport
shouldbesubmittedtothecourt
by theAdvocateCommissioners
onMay17.
Speaking to The Indian

Express,SMYasin,generalsecre-
tary of the Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee (Gyanvapi),
said: “Following the court's or-
ders,wewillallowtheworkofthe
Commission, and the inspection
workwillbedone.Wewillnotdo
anything against the court's or-
ders.”
AbhayNathYadav,thelawyer

representing themosque com-

mittee,said:“Wewillconsultof-
fice-bearers of the Masjid
Committeeanddiscussournext
steps.”
MadanMohanYadav,who is

oneof the lawyers representing
thefivewomenpetitioners,said:
“TheCommission’smembers,in-
cluding the Advocate
Commissioners, willmeet and
discuss when the inspection
shouldbedone.Themeetingwill
seeparticipationfromdistrictof-
ficialsandthegovernmentcoun-
sel.”
The video surveywashalted

on Saturday after the Masjid
Committeefiledanapplicationin
thecourt,allegingbias.
On Thursday, the Varanasi

courtstated:“Duringtheinspec-
tionat thespot,aspercourt’sor-
dersearlier,theplaintiffs,respon-
dents, their lawyers, advocate
Commissioners, their assistants

andonlyotherpersonsrelatedto
the Commission’sworkwill be
the only people present at the
spot.Nooutsidepersonwillbeal-
lowed there except thosepart of
the Commission. TheAdvocate
Commissionerswillbeindepend-
ent to takephotos andvideos as
per pointers being given by the
parties.”
Thecourtsaidthat“if anyone

createsanyhindrancetothis,like
if there are some locks, then the
district administrationwill have
the full right to get the locks
opened/broken for the
Commission’s action”. The
mosquemanagementhadearlier
said that therewere locks pre-
ventingaccesstotwobasements.
“The Varanasi District

Magistrate,policeCommissioner
have thepersonal responsibility
tocompletetheCommission’sac-
tion.TheUPDGP,UPchief secre-

tary(administration)aredirected
tosupervisetherelatedactionso
that the district officials can’t
makeanyexcusestopostponethe
Commission’s action. The
Commission’s actionwill beun-
dertaken from8 am to 12noon
every day till the Commission’s
workconcludes,”saidtheorder.
It also said that “if any hin-

dranceiscreatedbyanyoneinthe
Commission’s action, then the
district administration should
lodgeanFIRandtakethestrictest
actionpossible”.
Inaseparateorderontheap-

plication filed by the mosque
committee accusing Advocate
Commissioner Ajay Kumar
Mishra of bias, the court said,
“...Advocate Vishal Singh is ap-
pointed as Special Advocate
Commissioner. And Assistant
AdvocateCommissionerwill be
AjayPratapSingh.”

OnApril 8,whilehearing the
petitioners, the Varanasi court
hadappointedMishratocarryout
a survey of the Maa Shringar
GauriSthalatthedisputedsite--
and directed him to “prepare
videography of the action” and
submitareport.
On April 21, the Allahabad

HighCourt dismissed apetition
filed by themasjid committee
challenging the local court’s or-
der. On April 26, the Varanasi
courtagainorderedvideography
ofthedisputedsite,whichbegan
lastFridayamidheavysecurity.
The petitioners have sought

protectionoftheirrighttoreligion
guaranteed byArticle 25 of the
Constitution, and orders for the
defendants(mosquecommittee)
to not create any hindrance to
worshipat thedisputedsite.The
petition had sought freedom to
worshipMaaShringarGauri,Lord

Ganesh, Lord Hanuman and
Nandiji in the “old temple com-
plex situated at settlement Plot
No. 9130”. Themosque sidehas
said that the petitioners should
first identifytheplot.

Chintan Shivir
deliberateandfindaroadmapfor
the party’s electoral revival. As
many as 430 Congress leaders
haveassembledfortheShivir,the
first suchbrainstorming session
sincetheparty’selectoralslidebe-
gan in2014. Addressing ameet-
ing of the Congress Working
Committee earlier this week,
partypresidentSoniaGandhisaid
shewas “determined” to ensure
thattheShivir“heraldsarestruc-
tured organisation tomeet the
many ideological, electoral and
managerial challenges” that the
partyconfronts.
Sources said a final shapeon

the two proposals is yet to
emerge. For instance, what
should be the age ceiling: 70 or
75? And whether to limit the
terms of Rajya Sabha to 2 or 3?
Another idea is toensurethatno
newmemberaboveacertainage
isinductedintoanyoftheorgan-
isationalbodies.
“Whenevertheorganisational

revamphappens,beitintheCWC
orthecentralelectioncommittee,
carewillbetakentoensurethata
certainpercentageofyounglead-
ersfindaplace.Thesamewillap-
ply toPCCs (stateunits) anddis-
trictcommittees,”theleadersaid.
Leaders above the age of 70

and 75 are holding positions at
severallevelsintheparty.Sources
saiditisunlikelythattheywillbe
askedtostepdown.“Therecould
be a gradual phase-out,” one
leadersaid.
SoniaGandhi is75. Thereare

indications that shewill make
way for a new president in
August-September unless the
CWCinsiststhatsheshouldcon-
tinue until the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.Addressingapresscon-
ference in Udaipur, Congress
communication department
headRandeep Surjewala reiter-
ated that “Congress jan (people)
want RahulGandhi to take over
as Congress president” but said
that the organisational election
process to elect anewpresident
is underway andwill be com-
pletedinAugust.
MallikarjunKharge,Leaderof

theOpposition inRajyaSabha, is
79.WhileAICCgeneralsecretary
Oommen Chandy is 78, CWC
members likeManmohanSingh
andAKAntonyareabove80and
Ambika Soni, Harish Rawat, P
Chidambaram, Ghulam Nabi
Azad are above 70. Rajasthan
ChiefMinisterAshokGehlotis71.
In states, Madhya Pradesh

CongresspresidentKamalNathis
75. If the Congress returns to
power inAssembly elections, he
is likely tobe the frontrunner for
the post of Chief Minister. The
same is the case of Bhupinder
SinghHooda inHaryana. Sowill
therebeexceptions?Sourcessaid
clarityontheseaspectsareyetto
emerge.
Incidentally, the Congress

leadershiphas ensured thathalf
of the delegates at the Chintan
Shivirarebelowtheageof50who
are,ofcourse,expectedtoenthu-
siasticallycheerandsupportsuch
ideasif theycomeup.
TheBJPhasalreadysetanage-

ceiling of 75 years for holding
posts in theorganisationand for
contestingelections.TheCPMhas
putinplacearetirementageof75
formembersinallbodiesinclud-
ing the Politburo and Central
Committee. The CPMhas also
beenenforcinganormbarringa
member frombeing elected to
theRajyaSabhaforthethirdtime.
The other ideas whichmay

come up are revival of the
Parliamentary Board mecha-
nism, enforcing a “one family,
onepoll ticket” rule, the setting
up of a dedicated structure to
manageelections,andacooling-
off period of three years for of-
fice-bearers at all levels after a
five-year term.
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Retail inflation rises to 8-year
high, touches 7.79% in April

Milk, pulses offer glimmer of hope

inflation,alevelwhichisseenas
beingpartlyresponsibleforpre-
emptingtheunscheduledrepo
rate hike of 40 basis points by
theRBIlastweek.
The food price inflation

(combinedforruralandurban)
surged to a 17-month high of
8.38percent inApril from7.68
percentinMarch.Ruralinflation
rose to an 8-year high of 8.38
percentinApril,whileurbanin-
flationwasat a18-monthhigh
of 7.09 per cent. The previous
highoftheheadlineretail infla-
tionwas recorded at 8.33 per
centinMay2014.
Among states, the highest

inflation ratewas recorded by
West Bengal, followed by
MadhyaPradeshandTelangana.
Core inflation -- the non-food,
non-fuelcomponentofinflation
-- in April also touched a 95-
monthhighof6.97percent,re-
mainingmore than5per cent
for24consecutivemonths.
Experts said thebase effect

maymoderateinflationlevelsin
Maybutitisstillexpectedtore-
mainabove6.5percent,raising
expectations of a back-to-back
ratehike in the Junemonetary
policymeetingof theRBI.
Inflationisbeingseenaspos-

ing the "biggest threat" to the
economyandtheRBIislooking
at reversingallmeasures -- liq-
uidity infused and policy rate
cuts -- taken during the pan-
demic over the next 1-2 years
alongwithmeasures tokill de-

mand.
"Inthenext6-8months,we

willgetinflationdownbykilling
whateverlittledemandthereis;
thiswillhappentheworldover.
All central banks includingRBI
are going to drive their
economies into declining de-
mand," a sourcewith knowl-
edge of the development had
saidWednesday.TheRBIhadre-
duced the repo rateby115bps
in2020.
Inflationary pressures are

now seen getting generalised,
with the segments of fuel and
light, clothing and footwear
showing an uptick. Transport
and communication inflation
increased to 10.91 per cent in
Aprilfrom8percentinthepre-
viousmonth,with the second
round impact of higher fuel
prices also beginning to reflect
in other goods and services.
Inflation for miscellaneous
goodsandservicesjumpedtoa
115-monthhighof8.03percent,
marking23consecutivemonths
ofover6percentinflation,asper
IndiaRatings.
InApril,cerealsandproducts

inflation touched a 21-month
highof5.96percent,vegetables
inflation surged to a17-month
highof15.41percent,andspices
hita17-monthhighof10.56per
cent.Pulsesandproducts infla-
tionmoderatedto1.86percent
inAprilfrom2.57percentinthe
previousmonth.
"India Ratings has been

pointingoutforawhilethatin-
flationinhealthservicesisturn-
ingstructural,asithasremained
in excess of 6% for the last 16
months.Educationinflation,al-
though low, touched a 23-
month high of 4.12% in April
2022... basedonpresent trend,
averageinflationinFY23islikely
tobecloserto7%andmaypeak
in September 2022, thereafter
decliningmarginally.RBIhasin-
creasedreporateby40bpsand
CRR by 50 bps in May 2022.
IndiaRatingsexpectsmonetary
tightening to continue andex-
pects repo rates to increase by
60-75bpsandCRRby50bpsin
FY23.However,Ind-Rabelieves
thefutureratehikeswillbedata
dependent,"SunilKumarSinha,
Principal Economist, India
RatingsandResearch,said.
In a separate dataset re-

leasedbytheNSOThursday,in-
dustrial output for March
showedagrowthof1.9percent,
on ahighbase of 24.2per cent
in the corresponding period a
yearago.Manufacturingoutput,
whichaccountsfor77.6percent
oftheweightoftheIIP,grew0.9
percentinMarchasagainst28.4
per centayearago,whilemin-
ingandelectricitygrewat4per
cent and 6.1 per cent, respec-
tively.
Amongtheuse-basedcom-

ponents of industrial output,
foursegmentsofprimarygoods
(5.7percent),capitalgoods(0.7
per cent), intermediate goods

(0.6percent)andinfrastructure
goods (7.3 per cent) recorded
growth inMarch, while both
consumer durables and non-
durablesrecordedacontraction
of3.2percentand5.0percent,
respectively. For consumer
durables output -- indicator of
consumptiondemand-- this is
the fifthstraightmonthof con-
traction.
Experts said weak con-

sumption demand is likely to
witnessmoreheadwindsinthe
coming months."Going for-
ward, the surge in global com-
moditypricesfollowingtheon-
going Russia-Ukraine conflict
andtheresultantriseindomes-
tic inflation owing to a pass-
through of higher input costs
across several categories of
goodsisexpectedtoimpactcon-
sumptiondemandandthereby
hurtthegrowthintheoutputof
consumer goods. Further, pro-
tracted tensions could also im-
pact corporate profits and
dampen the investment cli-
mate, impacting the output of
capital goods and infra/con-
struction goods. Besides, the
supplychainimplicationsofthe
continued lockdowns inChina
alongwithgeopoliticaltensions
will continue to impart down-
side risks for theoutputof sec-
tors that aredependentonkey
raw materials provided by
Russia,UkraineorChina,"Aditi
Nayar, Chief Economist, ICRA,
said.

in the pastmonth, and the ef-
fects arepercolating to India as
well.
The average price of skim

milk powder (SMP) at the
GlobalDairy Trade fortnightly
auction platformhit a high of
$4,599per tonneonApril 5, al-
most twice its early-May2020
lowof$2,373.Butthatpricehas
sinceeasedto$4,130pertonne
inthelatestMay3auction.
The drop has been even

more for anhydrousmilk fat
(ghee) prices, which have
crashed from$7,111 to $6,008
per tonne betweenMarch 15
and May 3. These had again
soared from the worldwide
Covid lockdown-induced lows
of$3,870inJuly2020.
"Prices had gone up to un-

sustainablelevels.Milkfatprices
were also partly rising along
with vegetable fats, especially
palmoil," saidR S Sodhi,man-
aging director of the Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing
Federation, better known as
Amul. The impact of demand
destruction--buyersbalkingat

recordhighprices--isbeingfelt
in India, too. Sincemid-April,
dairies have lowered prices of
SMPandwhitebutterproduced
from buffalo milk, from Rs
320/kg to Rs 300/kg and Rs
375/kg to Rs 365/kg, respec-
tively. Ex-factoryprices of cow
milk SMP have also dropped
fromRs315/kg toRs295/kg in
Karnataka and fromRs295/kg
to Rs 275/kg inMaharashtra;
yellow cow butter from Rs
405/kg to Rs 395/kg in
Karnataka and fromRs400/kg
toRs380/kginMaharashtra.
According to Ganesan

Palaniappan,aleadingChennai-
baseddairycommoditiestrader,
therearetworeasonsforthefall
in prices. First, domestic prices
are tracking the global decline,
over 15.5 per cent sincemid-
March formilk fat. Second, the
earlypre-monsoon showers in
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu --
normally fromaround the first
weekofMay,itwas15daysearly
thistime."Cowsstartproducing
moremilkwiththerains,which
aid fodder growth. Traders are

destockingseeingtherains,an-
ticipating apick-up inmilk ar-
rivals,"hesaid.
ThelowerSMPandfatreal-

isations have already led
Maharashtra dairies to reduce
milk procurement prices.
Dashrath SMane, chairmanof
Indapur Dairy and Milk
ProductsLtd,confirmedthathis
plantinPunedistrict,whichwas
procuringcowmilk(containing
3.5%fatand8.5%solids-not-fat)
at Rs 35-36per litre tillMay5,
hasnowcut it byRe1/litre.He
predicted further downward
price corrections, "though it is
unlikelytogobelowRs30-31".
Sodhifeltthatprices,includ-

ingofSMP,butterandghee,will
stabiliseandhoveraroundcur-
rentlevels."Theywillneithergo
upnorgodownmuch,"hesaid.
Palaniappanwas of the view
thatpriceswillbesupportedby
milkproductioninNorthIndia,
whichisprimarilyabuffalobelt,
remaining low till at least July-
end.Buffaloesbegincalvingonly
fromAugust, with theirmilk
flowspeakinginthewinterand

stayinghightillMarch-April.
But the prices not rising --

that too, in the "lean" summer
season -- is goodnews in itself.
Amul andMotherDairy raised
retail prices of milk last by Rs
2/litre each inMarch2022and
July 2021 -- and before that in
December2019.Given current
globaldairycommoditymarket
trendsandthesouthwestmon-
soonhopefullyarrivingontime,
further increasesmaynothap-
pennow.
It's notmilk alone. The all-

Indiamodal (most-quoted) re-
tail prices of most dals (split
pulses) are actually lowernow
thanayearago:chanaorchick-
pea(Rs70/kgagainstRs75/kg),
arhar/tur or pigeon-pea (Rs
100/kgagainstRs110/kg),urad
orblackgram(Rs98/kgagainst
Rs 107.5/kg) and moong or
greengram(Rs95/kgagainstRs
105/kg). The same goes for
onion (Rs 20/kg against Rs
25/kg) andpotato (unchanged
at Rs 20/kg), according to data
from the department of con-
sumeraffairs.
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WATERSUPPLY is likely tobeaf-
fected inpartsofDelhionFriday
onaccountof thewater levelde-
pleting in the Yamuna at
Wazirabad, according to the
Delhi JalBoard (DJB).
The water level in the

Wazirabadpondhasfallenfroma
normal levelof674.5ft to671.8ft,
affectingwater production from
water treatment plants at
Chandrawal,WazirabadandOkhla
whichdrawwaterfromthepond.
Watersupplyis likelytobehit

in parts of Kamla Nagar,Model
Town, Civil Lines, Karol Bagh,
Greater Kailash, Punjabi Bagh,
Moolchand, Burari, Tughlakabad,

Kalkaji,SangamVihar,PatelNagar,
GulabiBagh,Jahangirpuri,partsof
theDelhiCanttareaandareasun-
der the New Delhi Municipal
Council.Itislikelytobeaffectedtill
the “pond level improves tonor-
mal”,saidanoteissuedbytheDJB.
Meanwhile, theDJBhasagain

requested theHaryana Irrigation
Departmenttosupply150cusecs
ofadditionalwater“tillthearrival
ofmonsoon,whensufficientraw
waterisavailableinYamuna”.The
DJBhadwritten toHaryanaon
May3andApril30,withsimilar
requestsarisingfromdepleting
water levels atWazirabad. On
May 3, the level at the
Wazirabadpondwas672.6ft.
The letter dated May 12

states,“EvenflowfromtheCLC
(CarrierLinedChannel)andDSB

(Delhi SubBranch) is fluctuating.
The lifting of 120 cusecs from
Wazirabadpondisaffecteddueto
lowpondlevel.Thiswillaffectwa-
ter production adversely. Due to
peaksummer, thewaterrequire-
ment ismore.” The CLC andDSB
bringwater fromHaryana. Parts
oftheriverhavebeenrunningdry
withtheriseintemperature.ADJB
official said the rainfall in the
Himalayan region lastweekhad
helpedtosomeextent.
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ANINDIANAirForcejawanhas
been arrested on espionage
charges, Delhi Police Crime
Branch officials said Thursday,
adding that they suspect he
was ‘honey-trapped’ online by
anunidentifiedwomanwhoal-
legedly collected sensitive in-
formation fromhim.
Devendra Sharma, who

hails fromKanpur,worksas an
administrative assistant at the
Air Force Records Office in
Subroto Park, police said,
adding that he was arrested
based on inputs received on
May 6 and is currently being
questioned.
“We received a complaint

from the IAF, stating that
Sharmahadleakedinformation
about defence installations af-
terdeceitfullygettingtheinfor-
mationfromcomputers.Heal-
legedly leaked information to
anagentof anadversarycoun-

tryandalsoreceivedmoneyfor
it,” the police wrote in a state-
ment.
Police said a caseunder the

Official Secrets Act has been
registeredagainst Sharma.
Accordingtopolice,Sharma,

whowasarrestedfromDhaula
Kuan, met a woman on
Facebook. The woman be-
friended him and called him
frequently, trying to collect in-
formation about the IAF. “She
was trying to get information
about positions of the IAF
radars, posting of senior offi-
cials and their details,” police
said in their statement.
“Wealsoanalysedhiswife’s

bankaccountandfoundsuspi-
cious transactions. We also
found the number that the
woman used was from an
IndianServiceProvider,andwe
aretryingtotraceher,”apolice
officer said.
TheCrimeBranchseizedall

electronic gadgets and docu-
ments in connection with the
case.
Last year in July, police had

arrested a Naik for allegedly
providingclassifieddocuments
from the Pokhran camp to
Pakistan’s ISIwith thehelpof a
contractor. He was arrested
fromAgra,UP.

Water supply to be hit today

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

ASCARCITYofcoalinthecountry
was “created for somebody’s
benefit,” Delhi PowerMinister
Satyendar JainsaidThursday.
“A huge scarcity of coalwas

createdinthecountryforsome-
body's benefit... Coal was not
taken fromourmines.Then, the
Delhigovernmentandothergov-
ernmentsmadenoiseabout the
shortageofcoal inpowerplants.
First, theysaid Jain is lying.Now,
the power plants have been di-
rected to use 10% of imported
coal.Theimpactofthisisthatthe
averagepowercostwill increase
by 30%.Why is this? Dowe not
havecoalmines?”hesaid.
Jainwasspeakingata stake-

holder consultation for Delhi’s
new solar policy. The Dialogue
andDevelopment Commission
(DDC) signed a partnership last
weekwithRMI India todevelop
a new solar policy. DDC Vice-
ChairmanJasmineShahsaidthe
new policy is likely to be ready
by June, and that a lot has
changed since the previous one
was introduced in2016.
Addressingthemeeting,Shah

said,“Thetotal installedcapacity
of rooftopsolarpanels inDelhi is

230MW.83%of thecapacityhas
been installed after the Delhi
SolarPolicyof2016,markingthe
policy’simportance.”Consumers,
DISCOM representatives, think
tanks and solar developers at-
tendedthemeeting.
The Power department’s

AdditionalChief Secretary Satya
Gopal said, “Thecontributionof
solarpowerintheenergybasket
ofDelhiisapproximately7%and
fromotherrenewablesourcesis
8.4%.Theoverallshareofrenew-
ableenergy isaround15%.”
ThePowerMinisteralsoiden-

tified some issues that are to be
addressed.Consumersshouldbe
able to get panels shifted if a
building is to be reconstructed,
hesaid.

DelhiPowerMinister
SatyendarJainwithDDC
Vice-ChairmanJasmineShah

Jain: Coal scarcity in
country created for
somebody’s benefit

‘HONEY-TRAPPED’ONLINE

Indian Air Force jawan
arrested on espionage
charges: CrimeBranch

Policesaidacaseunderthe
OfficialSecretsActhasbeen
registeredagainstDevendra
Sharma. Express
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CLASHES BROKE out between
locals and Delhi Police person-
nel during an anti-encroach-
ment drive by the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation (SDMC)
in Madanpur Khadar on
Thursday. Police said AAPMLA
AmanatullahKhanwasarrested
while 12 residents, including a
womanandherminordaughter,
weredetained.
The drive, conducted amid

heavy presence of police and
CRPF personnel, started around
11.30amwithbulldozers, trucks
andofficialsarrivingatMadanpur
Khadar and East of Kailash. At
Khadar Colony, officials barri-
cadedthestreetandstartedtear-
ingdownthewallsofafive-storey
building aswell as other build-
ings.Officialsthensentconstruc-
tion workers and labourers to
manuallybreakdownthebuild-
ings—a total of fourunder-con-
struction residential buildings
werepartiallydemolished.
Over 200 residents gathered

at the spotwhile Khan staged a
sit-inprotestalongwithhisaides.
Police said the protest soon
turned violent, with locals al-
legedly pelting stones. A senior
policeofficer said, “Itwasanun-
lawful assembly.Wewere only
trying to control it, but they (lo-

cals) resorted tomanhandling
personnel...Theywerehittingus...
Wehadtoretaliate.Wedetained
afewpersonsforattackingpolice,
obstructing governmentwork,
and disrupting peace. Theywill
bereleasedsoon.”
DCP(Southeast)EshaPandey

saidKhanand five of his associ-
ates were arrested. They have
beenbookedunderIPCsections
186 (obstructing public servant
indischargeofpublicfunctions),
333 (voluntarily causing griev-
ous hurt to deter public servant
from his duty), 353 (assault to
deter public servant from dis-
chargeofhisduty),147(rioting),
148 (rioting, armed with a
deadlyweapon), 149 (unlawful
assembly) and 153 (wantonly
giving provocationwith intent
tocauseriot), said theDCP.
Locals, however, alleged that

police tried to push them and
lathi-chargedthem—claimsthat

thepolicedenied.Afewresidents
andpersonnelsustainedinjuries
andvehiclesweredamaged.
The demolition drives

have taken a political hue ever
since one was conducted in
Jahangirpuri,daysaftercommu-
nal violence erupted in the area.
An outer gate of amosquewas
among the structures taken
down there, and thematter had
reached the Supreme Court,
which effectively stopped the
MCD action by ordering status
quo.While theBJPhas sought to
link such drives to “illegal
BangladeshiandRohingya”living
inthecapital,theAAPallegesitis
abidbythecivicbodiestoextort
money from people. Thursday
was the first time residential
buildingshavebeendemolished.
Whilelocalsandhouseown-

ers claimed theyweren’t given
anynoticeaboutthedemolition,
MCD officials said noticeswere

sent7-14daysago.
SDMC Chairman Rajpal

Singhclaimed,“Thesepeopleare
livingonunauthorisedland.We
still sent them notices two
weeksagoforunauthorisedcon-
struction. AAP has shown their
trueface.Amanatullahsupports
people who illegally capture
land and build houses. These
people (locals) are Rohingyas
andBangladeshis.AAPsupports
themandobstructedMCDinits
duties. Theway they fought to-
day... was horrible. It’s an un-
listedcolonyandweareonlydo-
ing what should’ve been done
yearsago.”
Whenaskedforacopyof the

notice, Singhrefused toshare it.
Before Khan, the AAPMLA

from Okhla, was detained, he
toldTheIndianExpress:“Iwillnot
tolerate this. I don’tmind going
to jail. They (police) threatened
me. I am now silently protest-
ing... it ismy right. I amhere for
Hindus andMuslims who are
losing their homes. I was told
about the demolition in the
morning.TheSDMCisrandomly
targetingcolonies.Theirofficials
sentanoticetoday.Isthislegal?”

MADANPURKHADAR:STONEPELTING,DETENTIONSMARKTENSEDAY

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI,MAY12

FIVE PEOPLE, including four
women, died and two others
were injured in an accident on
the Yamuna Expressway on
Thursdaymorning.
The victimshavebeen iden-

tified as Chandra Kant (59),
Swarna Chandra (59), Malab
Vishwanath (68), Ranjana
Bharat (60) fromMaharashtra
and Nuwanjan Mujawar (53)
fromKarnataka.Theywerepart
of a pilgrimage group compris-
ing 50 people andwere return-
ing from Mathura to Delhi.
Whilethefiveweretravellingin
a Mahindra Bolero, the others
were inabus. Police said the in-
cidenttookplacenearthe40-km
milestoneclose to the Jewar toll
plazaaround5am.
“We received information

that a vehicle rammed into a
dumper truck on the
Expressway. Ambulances and
police personnel rushed to the
spot to rescue the passengers.
Fivediedwhile twoof themare
in the hospital. A case of rash
driving has been registered
against unknown persons... the
truckdriver isabsconding,” said
a police officer at Jewar police
station.
Policesaidtheyareascertain-

ing the sequence of events that
to led to thecollision.
The two injured persons,

NarayanRamchandra(40),who
isfromthetourteam,andSunita
Raju(35),areadmittedintheICU
atKailashHospital.

Taking note of the incident,
the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister’s Office tweeted on
Thursday: “CMYogi Adityanath
has expressed deep grief over
the loss of lives due to collision
of two vehicles on Yamuna
Expressway in Greater Noida.
Praying for peace to departed
souls, the chiefminister has ex-
tended his condolences to the
bereaved families.”
Thepilgrimssaidthetriphad

begunnearPunelastFridayand
theywereatMathuraforthelast
two days. The group had
planned to visit Red Fort and
othertouristspotsinthenational
capital on Thursday and leave
around4pmforPunjabandthen
VaishnoDevi.
“Itwasaround5amandsev-

eralofusweresleeping.Ourbus
suddenly slowed downwhen
wesawacarhadrammedintoa
truck.Thenoneofuspointedout
thatthecarwasours.Bythetime
police and ambulance reached,
thebodieshadbeen takenout,”
said Vijaya Hange, one of the
travellers.
“No one knew something

like this would happen. It was
only yesterdaywewere singing
and dancing to devotional
songs... It was our first visit to
North India...,” addedHange.
Policesaidfamiliesofthevic-

tims have been informed and
bodieswillbehandedoveronce
theyreach.
Last week, seven people

were killed in an accident near
Mathura on Yamuna
Expressway after their car was
hitbyavehicle fromtherear.

Five on pilgrimage
killed in accident on
Yamuna expressway

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,MAY12

ON THURSDAYmorning, busi-
nessman Saif Mehboob (28)
wokeuptonewsofhisfive-storey
buildingatMadanpurKhadarbe-
ing vacated by the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation (SDMC)
during its anti-encroachment
drive.Thestructurewaslaterpar-
tiallydemolished.
He and his family had put

their savings into constructing
theresidentialbuildinglastyear.
On reaching Khadar Colony
aroundnoon,hecalledhisfather
and said: “Sab khatamho gaya...
abkyakarein?”
Speaking to The Indian

Express, he said, “The building
was still being built... We had
soldapartmentsonthefirstfloor.
Ineverreceivedanoticefromthe
MCD. I knewdemolition drives
were happening, but this is a
five-storeybuilding. I receiveda
call from the boys who live as
tenants on the first floor. They
were told tovacate... theydidn’t
evenhavetimetotaketheir lug-
gage. I took a lot of money to
build this. Thearea is filledwith
other unauthorised colonies;
whymybuilding?”
Saif’s friends said Thursday

was his birthday and he had
planned to celebrate with his
family. “I tried to show receipts
andpermitsbutwasn’t allowed
to go near the building. I could
onlywatchitbeingdemolished,”
saidSaif.
While residents said the

SDMCdidnotissuenotices,offi-
cialsmaintainedtheyweresent
7-14daysago.
Another building owner,

Soni, rushed to see her two-
storey building being demol-
ished,butwasstoppedbypolice

at the barricade. She yelled and
cried“Yesabhumaresaathkyun...
ekbaarmeinghar toddiya.”
Locals protested as the bull-

dozersdemolishedfourresiden-
tialbuildings.Ruksaar(21),ares-
ident, said, “We think theywill
demolish our house next. My
motherhaslivedhereforover30
years. Why is everyone quiet?
Wearelosingourhomes.Where
willwego?”
Following clashes between

residents andpolice personnel,
several were detained. Soni,
who was also protesting with
the locals, was among those
picked up. Herminor daughter
tried to push the police and
cried as theywere dragged to a
van.“Mainsirfbetikesaathtoota
ghar dekhne aayi... kya galat kar
diya?” cried Soni as the police
tookher away.

Anger spills over at yet another demolition
drive byMCD, AAP’s Amanatullah arrested

Thedrivestartedaround
11.30am;(left)policesaid
theprotestbyresidents
soonturnedviolent.
TashiTobgyal& JignasaSinha

SaifMehboob’s five-storey
buildingwaspartially
demolishedduringthe
driveonThursday.
TashiTobgyal

‘We are losing our
homes; why is
everyone quiet?’

Thevehicle inwhichthevictimsweretravelling.Express
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WITHAheatwavespellsettohit
Delhi from May 13 to 15, the
maximum temperature could
settle at around 44 degrees
Celsius on Friday, according to
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) forecast.
Delhi has already recorded

threeheatwavespells this sum-
mer, andthe first suchspellwas
recordedinMarch.Whilea ‘yel-
low’ alert has been issued for
FridayandSaturday, an ‘orange’
alerthasbeenissuedforSunday,
when themaximum tempera-
turecouldincreasetoaround45
degrees Celsius. A ‘yellow’ alert
indicates the heat is “tolerable
for thepublic, but is amoderate
health concern for vulnerable
people” including infants, the

elderlyandpeoplewithchronic
diseases.An‘orange’alertisase-
vereheatalertthatwarnsof“in-
creasedlikelihoodofheatillness
symptomsinpeopleexposedto
thesun forprolongedperiods”.
Meanwhile,Delhi’spowerde-

mandhitapeakof6,780MWon
Thursday, which, according to

sources,istheseason’shighestso
far,andalsothehighesteverpeak
recorded inMay. The peak de-
mand had increased in a day –
from6,572MWonWednesday.
In 2020 and2021, peakdemand
has not crossed the 6,000MW
markinMay.In2019,thehighest
peakdemandforMaywas6,461

MW, lower than what was
recordedThursday.OnThursday,
amaximumtemperatureof42.5
degrees was recorded at
Safdarjungweatherobservatory,
three degrees above normal for
this timeof theyear.Aheatwave
is recorded when maximum
temperatureis4.5to6.4degrees
abovenormal, and is 40degrees
Celsius ormore. Themaximum
temperatures at CWG Sports
Complex and at Aya Nagar hit
43.5 degrees, whilemaximum
temperature atNajafgarhwasat
44.7degrees.AtMungeshpur,the
maximum temperaturewas as
high as 45.4 degrees. Awestern
disturbance is likely to affect
westernHimalayan region from
May 16. Consequently, partly
cloudy skies are on forecast for
Delhi from May 16 to 18, and
maximumtemperaturecouldfall
toaround40degreesbyMay18.

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,MAY12

FRAUDSTERSARE stealing data,
including thumb prints, from
landregistriesonHaryana’sland
recordswebsite to create dupli-
cate prints on silicon, and com-
mitting fraud bywithdrawing
moneyfromtheAadhaar-linked
bank accounts of victims. This
newmodusoperandiadoptedby
conmen has prompted the
Faridabad Police to write to
Haryana’s land records director
recommending that the official
website and app, where the
state’s land record documents
can be accessed, be audited for
loopholes.
Police have also suggested

that only the first page of the
saledeedbemadevisible to the
public. Nitish Aggarwal, DCP
(Headquarters), Faridabad, said,
“We have written to the land
records department regarding
these loopholes to put a stop to
these frauds. A similar case had
been reported in Palwal earlier.
An investigation isongoing.”
AmnaTasneem,director,con-

solidation of land holdings and
landrecords,Haryana,refusedto
comment.
In the letter from DCP

(Headquarters) onMay 10, po-
licesaidthematterwasinrefer-
ence to a case traced by
Faridabad Police related to
Aadhaar-enabled payment sys-
tem(AEPS)fraud,wherevictim’s
moneywaswithdrawn by cre-
ating their forged biometric
thumbimpressions.
Police said fraudsters access

thewebsite (jamabandi.nic.in)
and download registration sale
deedsforthatdaybyfillinginin-
formationlikethedistrict,tehsil,
randomdateandcaptchacode.
“From any registered sale

deed,thefraudsterscopythumb

impressiononabutterpaperand
then create duplicate silicon
thumb (prints). These silicon
thumb impressions and other
detailsarethenusedtowithdraw
moneyfromAadhaar-linkedac-
countsusingAEPS-enabledPOS
machines,” the letter read.
It added, “Sincemany frauds

arehappeninginthismannerbe-
cause of easy availability of
thumb impressions and other
details of the victim on the sale
deed, it is highly recommended
that only the first page of sale
deed shouldbemadevisible for
general public. Also, thewhole
website should be audited once
againandotherloopholes,where
personal data is compromised,
shouldberectified.”
Sources said that earlier this

week, Faridabad Police arrested
three accused from Purnia in
Bihar for allegedly duping a
woman of Rs 30,000 using this
modusoperandi.
Basant Chauhan, SHO,

Faridabad cyber crime police
station, confirmed that three
personswerearrestedandwere
currentlyonremand.AnFIRwas
registered under IPC sections
419 (cheating by personation)
and420(cheating)onFebruary
26, 2022.
In the complaint, Pankaj

Sharma, a resident of Malerna
village,allegedthatonFebruary
19 and 20, Rs 30,000 was si-
phonedoff fromher account in
Sarv Haryana Gramin Bank in
threetransactions.“Ididnotget
any message or an OTP. On
February 15 and earlier on
January 5, I had gone to
Ballabhgarh tehsil for registry
for sale of a plot. I had put my
signature and my thumb im-
pression on the registry. I sus-
pected that the fraud was re-
lated to the registry since I had
not put my thumb impression
elsewhere...,” she said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

REFERRING TO recurring heat-
wavesinDelhi,teachers’associa-
tionshaveappealedtovariousau-
thorities that the ongoing camp
in government schools during
summer vacations be called off.
However,educationdepartment
officialssaidthesearerequiredto
addressstudents’learningneeds.
Summer vacations in Delhi

beganonWednesday, and sum-
mer camps are being held in all
governmentschoolsforclassesIII
to IX from7.30amto11am.The
focusof thecamps ison founda-
tional readingandnumeracyaf-
ter thetwo-year-longgapdueto
the pandemic, and parents had
been asked to submit No
ObjectionCertificates. These are
scheduledtocontinuetillJune18
while summervacationsendon
June 28. The Government
Schools’TeachersAssociationand
theLoktantrikAdhyapakManch
wrote to the Directorate of
Educationtoreconsiderthis.
“Childrenneedtobeprotected

fromtheunsuitableweather,but
here, in thenameof catchingup,
thedepartmentwantsallofthem
to commute in sweltering heat
andharshhotwinds, andsit and
learn in heated up classrooms...
many school buildings are not
goodenoughtocounterextreme
weather...,”theyhavewritten. On
Thursday,NagarNigamShikshak
Manch also wrote to Delhi
Commission for Protection of
ChildRights requesting its inter-
vention,addingthatsummerva-
cationsaretherightofchildren.
However, education depart-

mentofficialssaid,“Timingshave
beensetsuchthat itwill getover
inthemorningtoavoidtheworst
ofheat.The idea is toaddressthe
learning gap... another interrup-
tionwillmakeitdifficult...”

In new-age data
theft, fraudsters
steal thumb prints
from land registries

Teachers’
body asks edu
dept to call off
summer camp

2 who posed as ED, CBI
officers held in Gurgaon
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,MAY12

AFATHER-SONduowasarrested
forallegedlyposingasofficialsof
theEnforcementDirectorateand
Central Bureau of Investigation
anddemandingRs4 crore from
aresident inGurgaon.
The complainant, Yashpal

Batra, former senior deputy
mayor inMCG, lodged an FIR at
NewColonypolicestation,alleg-
ing that the accused had filed
false complaints against him
statingthathehadaccumulated
propertiesby illegalmeans.
Police said the accused

claimedtobeseniorofficersofthe
CBI and ED, and allegedly told
Batrathattheyhadreceivedcom-
plaints against him and de-
mandedRs 4 crore in return for

withdrawal of the complaints.
Theaccusedthreatenedtoimpli-
catethecomplainant incriminal
cases if themoneywasnotpaid.
Subhash Boken, spokesper-

son, Gurgaon police, said: “A
teamwasformedtonabthecul-
prits and the complainant was
instructedtotakeRs2lakhtothe
accused, Yashpal Arora, who
sentoneof his associates tocol-
lectthecash.Whenhehandedit
over to Arora, he and his son
Rahul Arora were caught red-
handed.”
“Duringquestioning, the ac-

cusedrevealedthattheyallegedly
extortedRs10 lakhonanearlier
occasion fromthecomplainant,”
addedBoken. Policesaidprelim-
inaryprobehasfoundtheaccused
have allegedly extortedmoney
fromseveralpeopleusingasimi-
larmodusoperandi.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

THE DELHI government’s new
filmpolicy,whichwill givepro-
ducers subsidies and discounts
on hospitality services, will be
launchedFriday,officials said.
The decision to frame a pol-

icy thatmakes Delhi an attrac-
tivelocationforshootingmovies
was taken in February this year.
Thepolicyalsotalksaboutasin-
glewindowe-clearanceforpro-
ducers,whichwillbehandledby
the Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development
Corporation, sources said.
Thesubsidieswillbebasedon

howmuchof thecityiscaptured
inthefilmandifthecrewishired
fromDelhi. Themaximumsub-
sidy amountwill be Rs 3 crore,

Deputy Chief MinisterManish
Sisodia had said in February.
Sisodiahadsaidthatanannualin-
ternationalfilmfestival,alongthe
lines of the oneheld inGoa,will
alsobe introducedalongsidethe
DelhiFilmExcellenceAwards.
“Whilemanyfilmsareshotin

Delhi,theprocessforclearancesis
time-consumingandconvoluted.
The aim is tomake this simpler.
This also ties inwith thegovern-
ment’s employment budget
plans. Delhi cannot have any
heavyindustriesbylaw,andother
areas need to be developed to
generate employment. Thenew
policy talksof giving subsidiesof
uptoRs3croretomakeprospect
of shooting in the citymore ap-
pealing,” said anofficialwhodid
notwant tobenamed.Response
totheapplicationwillbegranted
within15days,sourcessaid.

NHRCseeks
reporton
groundwater
contamination
near landfills
New Delhi: TheNational
HumanRights Commis-
sion hasissuednoticesto
Secretaryof theUnion Jal
Shakti Ministry, Chief
SecretaryoftheDelhigov-
ernment,andchairmanof
Central PollutionControl
Board, asking fordetailed
reportsoncontamination
ofgroundwaternearland-
fillsitesandstepstakenor
proposed to be taken to
deal with the problem.
Thereportsaretobesub-
mittedinsixweeks.

Infirstoffline
examintwo
years,DUsees
97.5%turnout
New Delhi: Delhi
University recorded a
97.5%turnoutinitsfirstof-
fline exam in two years
heldWednesday. Of the
45,435whoregisteredfor
morning session, 44,311
studentsappearedforthe
exam,DeanExaminations
DSRawat said.

Traffichiton
NH-48as2
truckscollide
Gurgaon:Trafficwasdis-
rupted for several hours
Thursday morning on
NH-48nearNarsinghpur
after two trucks
overturned following a
collision Wednesday
night.ENS

BRIEFLY

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,578 9,407
ICU BEDS 2,223 2,172

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
18,108

NOIDA
May 11 May12

Cases N/A N/A
Deaths N/A N/A
GURGAON
Cases 279 262
Deaths 1 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 173
OXYGENSUPPORT 50
VENTILATORSUPPORT 8

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
18,98,173

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
May11 970 1,238 1 29,037
May12 1,032 1,306 0 28,386
Total 4,928* 18,67,061 26,184 3,81,50,973
*Total active cases inDelhi

WEEKLY FORECAST PEAKPOWER
DEMAND INMAY
OVERYEARS
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HeatWave fromMay13toMay15
Partly cloudysky fromMay16toMay18

Tempin°C

Peak power demand hits record high
in May; another heatwave this week

Govt to launch ‘Delhi
Film Policy’ today

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

STRAIGHT TALK
APART FROMhis political discussions on expansion of his
Cabinet,KarnatakaChiefMinisterBasavarajBommaihadsome
important programmesduring his trip toDelhi. Hemet am-
bassadorsandtraderepresentativesof24countriestodiscuss
investment opportunities in the state. But Bommai,whohad
promised transparency in administrationwhenhe took over
astheChiefMinister,wasquiteblunttothediplomats.Hetold
themthatthestatewouldofferthemqualityhumanresource,
betterbusinessatmosphereandqualityinfrastructure,butthey
shouldnotexpectsopsfromthestategovernmenttodobusi-
ness inKarnataka.Sourcesclose to theChiefMinistersaid the
diplomatswerehappywiththecandidconversationandthat
thiswillbereflectedintheupcominginvestormeetinthestate.

ART ON THE WALLS
THE CORRIDORS of central Delhi's Shastri Bhavan, which
housesseveralUniongovernmentministries,haveseenmany
rounds of renovationwork over the years. But the Culture
Ministrywingisgettingacompletefacelift.Artistsfrommany
states, includingRajasthan,Uttarakhand,Assam,Odishaand
Bihar,havebeenengagedtobringitswhitewashedwallstolife
through traditional style of paintings such asMadhubani,
Pattachitra, Phad, Aipan and Kshatriya. Theministry has
arranged accommodation for the artists, who have been at
work through theweek, at a government facility. Themin-
istryhasalsorefurbishedthesittingareaforguestswithnew
sofasandLEDtelevisions.

POLL READY
WHENTHEBJP faces elections in the states, party president
J PNadda is usually the busiest leader,making frequent vis-
itsandattendingmaximumnumberof rallies.Now,withhis
home state Himachal Pradesh going to polls later this year,
Nadda'sstakesarehigherasthis isthefirsttimehisstatewill
be voting after he became the ruling party's national presi-
dent.Forthis,heappearstobeleavingnostonesunturnedto
see that theorganisation is ingoodshapeandupbeatmood.
Lastmonth,Naddamadetwovisitstothestateandheisem-
barkingonanothertwo-dayvisitduringwhichhewouldre-
view the party’s booth-level preparations in Dharamshala
andKullu.Hewillhavepublicmeetingsanddiscussionswith
elected leadersof the localbodiesaswell..
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

WITH GENOMIC surveillance
playing a crucial role in tracking
newvariantsof Covid-19, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
ThursdayannouncedthatIndia's
novel coronavirus genomic se-
quencing consortium network
will be extended to neighbour-
ingcountries.
Delivering his address at the

secondglobal virtual summit on
Covid-19,hostedbyUSpresident
JoeBiden,thePMannouncedthat
theIndianSARS-CoV-2Genomics
Consortium(INSACOG),anational
multi-agency consortium of
genomesequencing laboratories
established inDecember 2020,
willsoonbeextendedtotheneig-
bouringcountries.
“Indiahasdevelopedlow-cost

mitigation technologies for test-
ing, treating, and datamanage-
ment.Wehaveoffered these ca-

pabilities to other countries.
India's genomic consortiumhas
contributed significantly to the
globaldatabaseonthevirus.Iam
happytosharethatwewillextend
this network to countries in our
neighourhood,”hesaid.
TheINSACOGwasestablished

to expand whole genome se-
quencing of SARS-CoV-2 virus
across Indiawith the aim toun-
derstandhow the virus spreads
andevolves.
Inhisaddress,thePMalsoem-

phasisedthatacoordinatedglobal
responseisrequiredtocombatfu-

turehealthemergenciesandthat
World Health Organization
(WHO)must be reformed. “It is
clearthatacoordinatedglobalre-
sponse isrequiredtocombatfu-
ture health emergencies. We
mustbuildaresilientglobalsup-
ply chain and enable access to
vaccines andmedicines.WTO
rules, particularly, TRIPS (Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual
PropertyRights)needtobemore
flexible.WHOmustbereformed
andstrengthenedtobuildamore
resilientglobalhealthsecurityar-
chitecture,”hesaid.
Highlighting that India runs

theworld's largest vaccination
drive, the Prime Minister said
there is a need to streamline
“WHO'sapprovalprocessforvac-
cinesandtherapeuticstokeepthe
supply chain stable and pre-
dictable”.He said, “India is ready
toplayakeyroleintheseefforts.”
The PM participated in the

summit at the invitation of US
PresidentBiden.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

The Union Health Ministry on
Thursday relaxed vaccination
norms for the third precaution-
ary dose allowing citizens and
students travelling abroad take
the thirdbooster doseof Covid-
19 vaccine as per the travel
guidelines of the destination
country.
"Indiancitizensandstudents

travellingoverseascannowtake
theprecautiondose as required
bytheguidelinesof thedestina-
tion country. This new facility
will be available soon on the
CoWIN portal," Union Health
Minister MansukhMandaviya
said ina tweet.
Atpresent, in India, thethird

precautiondoseofCovid-19vac-
cineshasbeenmadeavailableto
the18+populationgroupsatpri-
vate vaccination centres.
However, according to the cur-
rentguidelinesonlythoseadults
who have completed 9months
after the administration of the

second dose, would be eligible
forprecautionarydose.
However, with Thursday’s

decision, Indians travelling
abroad don’t need to wait for
ninemonths after the adminis-
trationof theseconddosetoac-
cess theprecautionarydose.
TheUnionHealthMinistry's

decision to relax the norms
about the precaution dose for
overseas travellers is based on
recommendations by the
National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation
(NTAGI).
India began administering

precaution doses of Covid vac-
cinestohealthcareandfrontline
workers and those aged60 and
abovewith comorbidities from
January10thisyear.Thecomor-
bidity clause was removed in
Marchmaking all people aged
above60eligiblefortheprecau-
tion dose of Covid vaccine. On
April 10, India began adminis-
tering precaution doses of
Covid-19 vaccines to all aged
above 18 years at private vacci-
nationcentres.

EXPRESSNEWSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

THE MINISTRY of Law and
Justice on Thursday announced
that Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar will take over
charge as the Chief Election
Commissioner fromMay15.
Rajiv Kumar will take over

chargefromCECSushilChandra
who is due to retire onMay 14.
Chandra is the 24th poll panel
chief.
"Inpursuanceofclause(2)of

article 324 of the Constitution,
the President is pleased to ap-
point Shri Rajiv Kumar as the
Chief Election Commissioner
with effect from the 15thMay,
2022. My best wishes to Shri
RajivKumar,"unionLawMinister
KirenRijijusaid inatweet.
During a conference organ-

isedbytheEConThursdaywith
theChief ElectoralOfficersof all
states/UTs in NewDelhi, Sushil
Chandra congratulated Rajiv
Kumar for being appointed as
newCEC.“Whilecomplimenting
the Chief Electoral Officers, he
(Chandra) added that these five
states' elections (Manipur,
Uttarakhand,UttarPradesh,Goa
and Punjab) conducted amidst
the pandemicwere exemplary

andhadnopreviousexamplesor
references...,”thestatementsaid.
Election Commissioner and

CEC-designateRajivKumarsaid
thatwiththemandateprovided
by the Constitution, the EC has
“developedextremelyrobustin-
ternal mechanisms and prac-
ticestoensurethatelectionsare
conductedinafree, fair,accessi-
bleandparticipativemanner...”
“While narrating his experi-

encesofconductingelectionsfor
the first time amidst the pan-
demic in Bihar till the recently
held Assembly Elections in the
five states, he mentioned that
thejourneyhasbeenfullofchal-
lenges and learnings...,” the EC
statement said.
As CEC, Kumarwill oversee

the President and the Vice
President elections due shortly,
the2024LokSabhapollsandsev-
eralassemblypolls.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,MAY12

TDPnational president and for-
mer Chief Minister N
ChandrababuNaiduonThursday
compared the situation in Sri
Lanka with Andhra Pradesh,
drawing a rebuke from the gov-
ernment.
Naiduwarnedofseriouscon-

sequences if the YSRCP govern-
mentcontinuedto“suppressthe
people bymisusing the police
force”.
Addressing public rallies in

KuppamAssembly constituency
thatherepresents,Naidusaid:“Sri
Lankarulerstookhugeloansand
lootedthecountry.Theislandna-
tion became bankrupt. When
peoplequestioned,thepoliceand
thearmywereusedagainstthem.
Whenthecitizens revolted, both
thearmyandpolicewerehelpless.
ChiefMinister Y S JaganMohan
Reddy,too,iscrossingall limitsin
order tosuppressdissentagainst
hisoppressiveregime.”
Reacting to the TDP chief’s

statements, Social Welfare
MinisterMerugaNagarjunacalled
it a “malicious propaganda”.
“Naiduwantsdilatationofwelfare
schemesforweakersectionsand
thedowntrodden.SriLankafaces
ahugefinancialcrisis,butAPdoes
not.TDPhasmalafideintentions
behindcomparingthestatewith
SriLanka,aimedatcreatingpanic
amongthepublic,”hesaid.
“This Chief Minister has no

righttoaskforanotherchanceto
rule. ThePulivendula (CM’s con-
stituency) gangswent to the ex-
tent of threatening to throw
bombs at theCBI officials if they
continued their probe into the
murder of CM’s uncle Y S
Vivekananda Reddy,’’ Naidu al-
leged. The TDP chief addressed
road shows at Singalapalli,
Pogurupalli and other places in
theconstituency.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI,MAY12

STATING THAT composition of
the Supreme Court and high
courts should reflect thediverse
and pluralistic society of India,
Tamil Nadu Chief MinisterMK
Stalin has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
ChiefJusticeofIndiaNVRamana,
urgingthatTamilbemadetheof-
ficial language of Madras High
Court and the HC bench in
Madurai.
Discussing several issues re-

gardingfunctioningofhigherju-
diciary, Stalin wrote that the
countryiswitnesstoa“declining
representation fromall sections
of thesocietyinhigherjudiciary,
leadingtoa ‘diversitydeficit'”.
Pointingoutthat“judicialdi-

versity is fundamental to the
quality of judging,” Stalinwrote
that states must find propor-
tional representation on

Supreme Court bench. “It will
thentrulyreflect thediversena-
ture of Indian society in its vari-
ous dimensions,” hewrote, and
urgedModi and CJI Ramana to
take steps tomaintain social di-
versity and social justice in ap-
pointment of HC and Supreme
Court judges in the
Memorandum of Procedure to
appointjudgesandfollowthatin
letter and spirit. The letter also
soughtaregionalbranchofSC,as
“all citizens, rich or poor, must
havedirectaccess totheCourt.”
Stating that four HCs —

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
UttarPradeshandBihar—have
Hindi as their official language
in addition to English, Stalin
urged for appropriate steps to
declareTamilas theofficial lan-
guage of Madras HC and its
Madurai bench. He stated that
problems involved with the
translationfornon-Tamil judges
in HC may be resolved with
modern technologies.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAMMU,MAY12

The BJP on Thursday slammed
former Jammu and Kashmir
ChiefMinisterandPDPpresident
MehboobaMufti for her state-
ment,whereinshehadappealed
toMuslimsacrossthecountryto
“let BJP take away themosques
as they [Muslims] can offer na-
mazatanyplaceanddonotneed
buildings for it”.
“She is in fact instigating

Kashmiri youth to come on the
road and indulge in stone pelt-
ing,’’ said senior BJP leader and
formerDeputyChiefMinister of

the erstwhile J&K state, Nirmal
Singh.“Afterhavingbeenrejected
by the people in Kashmir, she is
now trying to communalise the
situation in Jammu and the BJP
will not tolerate it,” he said,
adding that her statement falls
within the purviewof sedition.
Whenaskedwhetherhewasde-
mandingregistrationofacase,he
said that it was for the govern-
mentagenciestosee.
He also criticised her state-

mentwhereshehadsaidthatBJP
wantedtoconvertTajMahal into
a temple, saying that if someone
hasapproachedthecourtseeking
openingof closedroomsthere, it
ishislegalandconstitutionalright.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY12

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday
saidthatthereistheneedforhav-
ingmoredistrictsinthestatesoas
to“expeditedevelopmentworks”.
Addressingtheannualgeneral

meetingof theWestBengal Civil
Service(WBCS-executive)officers
inKolkata,theCMsaid,“Wewant
moredistrictstoacceleratedevel-
opmentalworks in the state.We
need at least 46districts against
theexisting23.Whenweincrease
the number of districts,wewill

have to deploy more officers.
Therefore,wewillhavetoincrease
thevacancies ofWBCS-cadreof-
ficers."
The area under the existing

districts in the state is vast and
thereforetheyneedtobesplitfur-
ther,shesaid,addingthatthestate
needsmoremanpowerandinfra-
structureforthepurpose.
"Wewillincreasethequotaof

WBCSofficerssothattheycanbe
deployedinthenewlyformeddis-
tricts,”shesaid.
The governmenthas already

announcedtobifurcatelargedis-
tricts like North and South 24
ParganasandEastMidnapore.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MAY12

DURINGTHE2020standoffwith
theChinesePLAinEasternLadakh,
useof forceby Indian forceswas
approved by Prime Minister
NarendraModiwithalacrity,and
suchactionstosafeguardnational
interestwouldbe taken in future
aswell,NationalSecurityAdvisor
AjitDovalhassaidinabookonthe
PrimeMinister.
“In contravention to all exist-

ing bordermanagement agree-
ments, inimical forces in the
shadowof apandemic, endeav-
oured to challenge some of our

majorinterests,whichrequireda
proportionate use of force. That
use of forcewas approvedwith
alacrityatthetopmostlevel.Itau-
thorizedfreedomofactionatthe
lowest tactical level. The leader-
ship and troops showed thewill
to resist unilateral actions. Thus,
during this crisis,whilewehave
reacted in a particularmanner,
therewere other options. Some
were exercised and somemore
willbeexercised, if vital andma-
jor interestsof thecountryareat
stake,”Dovalhassaidinthebook
onModi’s20yearsinpower.
Thebook,Modi@20:Dreams

MeetDelivery,whichwasreleased
onWednesday,isananthologyof

articleswrittenbyeminentpeo-
ple, includingCabinetministers
such as Amit Shah and S
Jaishankar onModi’s leadership
andachievements.
The India-China standoff in

EasternLadakh,which started in
April 2020andclaimed the lives
of 20 Indian soldiers in a clash,
continues to this daywithmany
frictionpoints inGalwanValley,
ChardingNalaandDepsangPlains
remainingunresolved.
According toDoval, the PM’s

effortstodeveloppersonalequa-
tionswithworld leaders, includ-
ingChinese PresidentXi Jinping,
hasbeen instrumental in resolv-
ingmanycrises.

During the 2017 Doklam
stand-off, Doval said, India
showed resolve bothduring the
stand-offandinpost-conflictne-
gotiations. He narrated an inci-

dent ofModiwalkingup toXi to
talk about the issue on the side-
linesofG-20summit.
“After all other options had

been exhausted, PMModi per-
sonally took it upwithPresident
Xi. PMModi showedstatesman-
ship when he walked up to
PresidentXionthesidelinesofthe
G-20meeting inGermany foran
informalmeeting. Iwas an eye-
witnesstothismostdramaticin-
teractionbetween the two lead-
ers,when they agreed to find an
immediate solution. Eventually,
after a series of negotiations, the
deadlockwas resolved. Itwould
not have beenpossiblewithout
thePrimeMinister’sdirectaction.”

In 2017, Indian and Chinese
forceswerelockedinafaceoffthat
stretchedto73daysafterIndiaob-
jectedtoChinabuildingaroadon
the Doklamplateu close to the
India-Bhutan-China tri-junction
adjacenttoSikkim.
Even during the September

2014 standoff in Chumar in
Ladakh, Doval said,Modi again
used theopportunityof Xi’s visit
to India to resolve the issue.
“During the stand-off, the Prime
Minister seized theopportunity
of President Xi Jinping’s visit to
Indiathatmonth.Duringaninfor-
mal tete-a-tetewithPresidentXi
in Ahmedabad, hewas able to
convince himabout theneed to

ensuretheunconditionalandim-
mediatewithdrawal of Chinese
troops.Hedidnotbanksolelyon
conventional diplomatic ormili-
tary-to-militaryengagement.The
Indianreactionatatimewhenthe
Chinese Presidentwas in India,
highlighted thePrimeMinister’s
political resolve to stand firmon
issuesofnationalimportance.”
OnPakistan,Dovalhaswritten

aboutdecision-makingduringthe
2016Pathankotattack,Uriattack
andthe2019Pulwamaattack.
WhileonthePathankotattack,

Doval haspraised thePM’s deci-
sion-making in preparing to
thwarttheattackwithpriorinfor-
mation,ontheUriattackthatyear,

whichwasrespondedwithasur-
gical strike inside PoKby Indian
forces,hesaid,“Intheresponseto
Uri2016,afewaspectsstandout.”
“One, itwas a simultaneous

operation by multiple strike
teamsatfourdisparatelocations....
Two, itwas apolitical call by the
PrimeMinister,whichmeantthat
hewas taking responsibility, not
only for success, but also failure.
This exhibited risk-taking at the
highestlevel–aqualityshownby
veryfew.Three,itwasnovelplan-
ning, in that it generated chaos,
panic and confusion... The then
PakistanArmy leadership casti-
gated its ground formations for
failingtoblockevenonestrike....”

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiat thesecondGlobalCovid
VirtualSummit inNewDelhi.PTI

Gap reduced between
2nd Covid shot, booster
dose for foreign travel

Rajiv Kumar named
new CEC, to assume
office on May 15

THE CASTE CONNECTION

Inthetwolowestwealthquintiles—

71%of thepopulationin
ScheduledTribehouseholds

49%of thepopulationin
ScheduledCastehouseholds

WEALTHCHECK
Theconcentrationof
wealth in Indiacanbe
viewedthroughmultiple
lenses—geography,caste
andevenreligion.ESHA
ROY takesa lookatnew
data fromtheNational
FamilyHealthSurvey-5
thatsheds lighton
sometrends.

URBAN-RURAL
DIVIDE

74%of theurban
population

falls inthetwohighest
wealthquintiles

54%of therural
population

falls inthetwolowest
wealthquintiles

Punjab
61%

Delhi
68%

Jharkhand46%

Assam38%

Bihar43%

■…Andwheretheydon’t
(stateswithmax %ofpopulation in lowest
wealthquintiles)

RELIGIOUS BREAK-UP In the highestwealth quintile

80%
of Jains

59.1%
of Sikhs

19.3%
ofMuslims

19.1%
ofHindus

MEANWHILE,HOW INDIA COMMUTES… …AND COMMUNICATES

Bike/scooter Cycle Car
Urban 60.6% 43% 13.8%
Rural 44.3% 54.2% 4.4%

Mobilephones Landlines
Urban 96.7% 4.6%
Rural 91.5% 1.1%

Chandigarh:
79%

■Wherethewealthylive…
(stateswithmax %ofpopulation inhighest
wealthquintiles)

Pitches forcoordinatedglobaleffortsandreforms inWHOatglobalCovidsummit

Will extend INSACOGnetwork
to neigbouring countries: PM

PM’s personal equation with Xi resolved many crises, says NSA Doval

RajivKumar

Mufti is instigating youth
of J&K to pelt stones: BJP

Situation in Sri
Lanka akin to
Andhra: Naidu

Stalin writes to PM,
CJI on need for regional
branches of top court

NSAAjitDoval

CMMamataBanerjee inKolkataonThursday. ParthaPaul

Mamata bats for more dists ‘to
expedite development works’

NChandrababuNaidu

NewDelhi:TheDelhiHighCourt
onThursdaysoughtCentre’sre-
sponse on a petition challeng-
ing the validity of Waqf Act on
thegroundthat itgivespriority
to Muslim religious properties
and makes the “non-Muslim
properties”subject to theWaqf
Tribunal.
Thedivisionbenchof acting

Chief Justice Vipin Sanghi and
JusticeNavinChawlaissuedno-
ticetotheCentralWaqfCouncil
also, on the petition filed by
lawyerDevendraNathTripathi
and listed thematter for hear-
ing on July 28.
ThecourtonApril20hadis-

sued notice to the Centre on a
similar petition filed by BJP
leader Ashwani Kumar
Upadhyay.
Tripathi, in the petition, ar-

gued that religious properties
in India are a private affair and
thestatecannotbepermittedto
manage them using public
money. ENS

Delhi HC seeks
Centre’s reply
on plea against
Waqf Act

New Delhi
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Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets& Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 read with the Security Interest(
Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand notice/s on the datesmentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrower/s to repay the
amount asmentioned against each accountwithin 60 days from the date of notice/(s) / date of receipt of the said notice (s).
The borrower/s have failed to repay the amount. Notice is hereby given to the borrower/s and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
symbolic possession of the property/ies described here in below in exercise of powers conferred on him/ her under section 13 (4) of saidAct readwith
the rule 8 of the said rules on the datesmentioned against each account.
The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the property/ies will be
subject to the charge of PunjabNational Bank for the amounts and interest thereon.

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

Sr.
No.

Name of the Account,
Account No.,
Borrower/Guarantors Name,
Name of the Branch

Description of the Immovable Properties
Mortgaged,

Owners' Name (mortgagers of property(ies))

Amount
Outstanding as

on date of
demand notice

1. M/S. MAA VASHNI RICE MILL
proprietor Sri Rakesh Kumar
S/oShri ParasNathGupta.
A/C No 2759008700006374 &
275900CF00000260

BO: THAKURHAT (275900)

Land & building situated at: sale deed No. 11694 dated
22.07.1989, Mauza: Pawandi, Thana No.484, Chak Khata:
196, Survey Khata No. 211, Chak Khesra: 222, Survey
Khesra: 221, Area: 2 katha (ie. 6.5 decimal).Boundary:-
North: Manoj Kumar, South: Binod Kumar, East: Road,West:
Nij Mokir Khesra No. 221,Mortgagor: Sh. Rakesh Kumar
S/oSri ParasNathGupta

M/S. SHER SHAH AUTO
SALES AND SERVICES
proprietor Md.Arzoo Khan S/o
LateAbdul Khair Khan.
A/CNo2759008700007249
BO:THAKURHAT (275900)

CIRCLE SASTRA ARRAH, 1st Floor, Mahuli Kothi, Near Peer Baba More, Arrah- 802301

2.

3.
M/S MAA LAKHO DEVI MINI
RICE MILL, t h rough i t s
proprietor Prop: Shri Anil
Kumar Chaurasia S/O-Late
RamPrasadChaurasia.
A/CNo7206008700001160

BO: HATA(720600)

Land and Building Situated at -Sale Deed No.5845 dated
30 . 07 . 1980 Mauza -Cha i npu r , Thana -No . 310 ,
PS+pargana:Chainpur, Dist:Kaimur(Bhabhua),Khata
No.179,Plot No.1762/1876,Area-13 Decimal,Boundary-N-
Idris Miya,S- Sadak E- Pir Muhammad Kunjra & Idris Miyan
Manmokir,W- Sadak,Mortgagor: Shri Anil Kumar
Chaurasia, Shri Sunil Kumar Chaurasia & Shri Sushil Kumar
Chaurasia all areS/O-LateRamPrasadChaurasia

( A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Date of
Possession

Notice
affixed

Date of
Demand

Notice 13 (2)

Rs.
25,57,987.56
and interest

thereon
from

01.04.2021

07.05.202217.06.2021

Land and Building Situated at: Mauza: Lanjhi(474), Revenue
Thana Chenari, Dist: Rohtas, Khata No: 10, Plot No: 699,
Area: 6 decimal.Boundary:- North- Nij, South- Nij, East-
Siwan Hata, West- Nij .Mortgagor: Most. Mobina Khatoon
W/O Late Abdul Khair, Vill Lanjhi, PO/PS Chenari, Dist
Rohtas

Rs.
25,23,456.04
and interest
thereon from
01.04.2021

25.06.2021 07.05.2022

Rs.
10,55,395.14
and interest

thereon
from

01.04.2021

09.05.202218.10.2021

Authorized Officer
Punjab National Bank

Secured Creditor
Date: 12/05/2022
Place: Arrah

4.
MR. RAJU PRASAD
S/o LateArjunThakur.
A/CNo720600NC00000019

BO: HATA(720600)

IP Land and Building Situated at:Sale Deed No 2680 dated
15.05.2017 Land and building at Mouza Baradhi, Thana
Chainpura, Dist Kaimur, ThanaNo 275, Khata No 26, Plot No
470, Area 2 Decimal,Boundary:North- Sani Devi, South- Sri
Ram Thakur, East- Gopal Prasad Mehrotra, West- Sri Ram
LalMehrotra,Mortgagor:Sri RajuPrasadS/oArjunThakur

04.11.2019

09.05.2022

09.05.2022 Rs.
7,89,685.00
and interest
thereon from
30.04.2021.

5. M/S.OM SAI RAM RICE MILL
proprietor Sri Prem Kumar
Pandey S/o Shri Maninath
Pandey.
A/CNo2759008700007407

BO: THAKURHAT (275900)

Mortgaged Land andBuildingSituated at : sale deedNo. 6234
dated 10.08.2015, Mauza: Sir Gobardhanpur, Varanasi (U.P),
Arazi No: mi.1063, Khata No.1127, Plot No: 168, Area: 2156
Sq feet, ie. 200.37 Sq mtrs,Boundary:- North: Land Manu
and others, South: Ramadhar Pandey, East: Kacha Rasta 20
feet wide, West: Land Ramashankar Dubey,Mortgagor: Smt
RenuPandeyW/oPremKumarPandey.

15.06.2021 10.05.2022 Rs.
25,22,891.00
and interest
thereon from
01.06.2021

6.
M/S SRI VINAYAK AUTO
CHAND proprietor Sh. Rajesh
Kumar Srivastava S/o Late
RamNaginaSrivastava
A/CNo1422008700002734

BO:CHAND (142200)

Sale Deed No. 5228 Dated 19.08.2015,Land And Building
Situated At:Mauza-Kilani,Thana No.- 189, Thana-Chand
,Dist-Kaimur (Bhabhua) ,Khata No-107, Plot No.50, Area-
1.00Acre,Boundary:North-Plot No. 48, South-Rest Plot No.
5 0 N i j , E a s t - P l o t N o . 5 4 , 4 7 , W e s t - N a h a r
Mortgagor: Sri Pravesh Kumar Srivastava and Sri Rajesh
KumarSrivastava both sons of LateRamNaginaSrivastava
Vill+Po-Kilani ,PS-Chand ,Dist-Kaimur (Bhabhua) Bihar

06.11.2021 10.05.2022 Rs.
21,79,172.74
and interest

thereon.

7.
M/S SIDHI VINAYAK MINI
RICE MILL
Prop. Sh. Mahendra Kumar
Sharma S/o Late Deo lal
Sharma
A/C No1422008700002831,
1 4 2 2 0 0 I B 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 5 &
142200IC00000014

BO: CHAND (142200)

Sale Deed No. 6682 Dated 22.11.2016,Land And Building
Situated At :mauza- Jhajhni, Thana No.- 49, Thana- Chand,
Anchal- Chand, Zila Nibandhan Karyalay- Bhabua, Dist.
Bhabua, Bihar, KhataNo.- 05,
1. Plot No. 314, Area- 2 ¾ Decimal,Boundary: N-
Radheshayam Sah, S- Sadak Bhabua- Dharauli, E- Kreta,
W-Bakiye no. 314.
2. PLOT NO. 315, AREA- 2 DECIMAL,BOUNDARY: N-
Radheshayam Sah, S- Sadak Bhabua- Dharauli, E- Bakiye
no. 315,W-Kreta
Mortgagor: 1. Mahendra Kr. Sharma S/o Late Deolal
Sharma,2. Smt. Manju Devi W/o Shri Dharmdeo Sharma
both R/o: Vi l l . Baghai la , PO+PS- Chand, Dis t .
Kaimur(Bhabua), Bihar, PIN- 821106

06.11.2021 10.05.2022 Rs.
16,48,812.05
and interest
thereon from
01.05.2021.

GOVT&POLITICS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,MAY12

THEBJPgovernmentinKarnataka
hasdecidedtotaketheOrdinance
route to implement ananti-con-
versionlawinthestateonaccount
ofananti-conversionBill– intro-
duced in the state legislature in
December 2021 – not being
tabled in the state Legislative
Council after passage in the
Assembly.
ACabinetmeetingofthegov-

ernmentheadedbyCMBasavaraj
BommaionThursdayapproveda
proposal for issuance of the
Karnataka Right to Freedomof
ReligionBill2021asanOrdinance
to facilitate immediate introduc-
tionofananti-conversionlaw.
“The decisionwas taken be-

causethere isnoclarityonwhen
the LegislativeCouncilwillmeet
again. TheOrdinancewill be in
place until a Bill is placed in the
Councilwheneveritmeetsagain,”
said Law Minister J C
Madhuswamyafter theCabinet
meeting.
The Karnataka Right to

FreedomofReligionBill2021was
passed in the Assembly on
December 23 last year amidob-
jections from the opposition
Congress party. The Bill aims to
fulfill two demands of the core
support base of the BJP govern-
ment in thestate–preventionof
forced religious conversions and
unauthorised inter-faithmar-

riages,which right-wing outfits
call “love jihad”. The Bill was,
however, not tabled in the
LegislativeCouncil in theWinter
Sessionlastyearandtwosessions
this year on account of the BJP
fearing that a combinedopposi-
tionmightstallit.Inthe75-mem-
berCouncil, theBJPhas32mem-
bers while the opposition
Congress and JDS have a com-
binedstrengthof41members.
The BJP is expected to get a

clearmajorityintheCouncilwhen
polls for seven seats are held on
June3–onaccountof itsmajor-
ityintheAssembly.
According to the Karnataka

RighttoFreedomofReligionBill
2021,“Nopersonshallconvertor
attempt to convert either di-
rectly or otherwise any other
person fromone religion to an-
other by use of misrepresenta-
tion, force, undue influence, co-
ercion, allurement or by any
fraudulent means or by mar-
riage, nor shall any person abet
orconspire for conversions.”
According to the proposed

law, complaints of conversions
canbefiledbyfamilymembersof
apersonwhoisgettingconverted,
oranyotherpersonwhoisrelated
tothepersonwhoisgettingcon-
vertedor evena colleagueof the
personwhoisgettingconverted.
A jail term of three to five

years,andafineofRs25,000,have
beenproposed forpeopleviolat-
ing the law in the case of people
fromgeneralcategoriesandajail
termofthreeto10years,andafine
of Rs 50,000 for people convert-
ingminors,womenandpersons
fromSCandSTcommunities.
Incaseofmarriages,wherere-

ligious conversions have taken
placefortheconvenienceofmar-
riage,themarriagewillhavelegal
recognitiononlyiftheconversion
wasbroughttothenoticeofadis-
trict magistrate 30 days in ad-
vanceof conversionand30days
postconversion.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

THESUPREMECourt onThursday
had aword of advice for former
UttarPradeshShiaWaqfBoardchief
JitendraTyagi,aliasWasimRizvi,ar-
rested in connectionwith alleged
inflammatoryspeechesatadharam
sansadeventinHaridwarlastyear.
“Staytogetherpeacefully.Enjoy

the life,” a bench of Justices Ajay
RastogiandVikramNathtoldsenior
advocateSidharthLuthrawhiletak-
inguphisbailpleaforhearing.
The bench initially asked the

counselwhat the ‘dharamsansad’
was.Luthra,whoappearedforRizvi,
saidhe is anAryaSamaji anddoes
notexactlyknowwhat it is. “Ihave
seenvideos,peopleinbhagwa(saf-
fron)clothesgottogetherandgave
speeches,”hesaid.
“Spoilingtheatmosphere!Stay

togetherpeacefully.Enjoythe life,”
remarked thebench. “Before they

asktosensitiseothers,theyhaveto
sensitise themselves first. Theyare
notsensitised.”
Luthra said his client had al-

readyspentmanymonths incus-
todyandissufferingfrommedical
conditions.
Thebenchnotedthatthemax-

imumpunishmentfortheoffence
hewaschargedwithisthree-year
imprisonment and issued notice
to the Uttarakhand government
ontheplea filedagainst theorder
of Uttarakhand HC denying him
bail in thecase.
“Maximum punishment is

three years; he has been in jail
sinceJanuary.Forfourmonthshe's
alreadybeenincustody.Whatfur-
ther investigationwould you like
to bemade (against) him? It’s al-
ready complete,” the bench said.
It fixedMay17as thenextdateof
hearing.
Rizvi had changedhis name to

JitendraNarayan Tyagi after con-
vertingtoHinduism.

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,MAY12

ONTHURSDAY,jailedSamajwadi
PartyMLAAzamKhan got sup-
port from an unexpected quar-
ter:BSPchiefMayawati,whosaid
his continued confinement
amounted to “strangling of jus-
tice” by the BJP government in
the state. Her remarks come
amidst talk of growing differ-
ences betweenAzamKhan and
SPchiefAkhileshYadav.
WhileMayawati and Khan,

as leaders of parties that have
been bitter rivals for the most
part,havehadtheirshareofrun-
insinthepast,aheadof the2019
polls, when the BSP and SP de-
cided to contest together, the
two leaders had praised each
other inpublic.
Mayawati had addressed a

rallyinfavourofKhaninRampur
in2019andpredicteda“historic
win”forhim.Azamreturnedthe
favour, telling supporters at an-
other meeting that he would
“make the Rampur collector
clean Mayawati’s shoes”.
However, this mutual admira-
tionlastedonlyaslongastheal-
liance lasted – for about five
months.
On Thursday, while coming

outinKhan'ssupport,Mayawati
made no mention of the SP,
merelyreferringtohimasa“sen-
iorMLA”.
“Thematter of continuous,

hatefulandterrorisingactionby
theUPGovernmentonitsoppo-
nents and keeping seniorMLA
Mohammad AzamKhan in jail
forabouttwoandhalfyearsisbe-
ing talkedaboutmuch... If this is
not strangling of justice, then
what is?”shesaid inoneof ase-
riesof tweets.

Bengaluru:“AfterIquit,‘sheduped
the congress of 8 crores & ran
away’wasplantedinthenewsesp
Kannada channels in anattempt
todestroymycredibility. I didn’t
runaway. I resigned forpersonal
reasons. I certainly didnot dupe
thepartyof8crores.Mymistake
was staying silent." With this
tweetonThursday, formersocial
mediaheadof theCongress and
actor Divya Spandana ‘Ramya',
who had disappeared from the

political scene as fast as shehad
risen,wasbackintheheadlines.
It all startedwith Spandana's

reaction to party state chief
DKShivakumar'sstatementthat
state Minister C N
Ashwathnarayan had met
Congress’sMBPatil,“seekingpro-
tection”frombeingquestionedon
publicplatformsinthePSIrecruit-
mentscam.Adaylater,she issued
a tweet criticising Shivakumar.
Spandanasaidshewastrolledand

abusedby“congressleaders&vol-
unteers”whowere askedby the
‘office’ to troll her. Shedescribed
'office'asthestateCongressunder
theleadershipofShivakumar.
She tweeted: “Humble re-

quest to@kcvenugopalmp (K C
Venugopal, AICC general secre-
tary)topleaseclarifywiththeme-
diaaboutthiswheneveryou’rein
Karnatakanext...soIdon’thaveto
livewiththisabuseandtrollingfor
therestofmylife.” ENS

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY12

HOURS AFTER senior Congress
leaderandformerUnionministerK
VThomasaddressedaCPI(M)elec-
tionconventionforThrikkakaraby-
electiononThursday,praisingChief
Minister PinarayiVijayanand say-
ing that the Congress’s “soft-
Hindutva line’’would shatter reli-
giousharmony in the country, the
state Congress leadership sacked
himfromtheparty.
Announcing the decision,

party’s Kerala unit chief K
Sudhakarantoldreportersthatthe
AICChas given consent for the ac-
tionagainstThomas.
Addressing a CPI(M) election

meet at Thrikkakara in Kochi,
ThomasonThursday saidhe is on
the sideof development. The five-
timeMP showered praise on the
ChiefMinister,whoinauguratedthe
party event—Thrikkakara goes to
thebypollsonMay31. Stating that

Vijayanhasbroughtdevelopment
toKerala, Thomas said: “I had said
withintheparty(Congress)thatwe
should support K-rail, the semi-
high-speed rail corridor. Theproj-
ect shouldnotbeopposed (solely)
onthegroundthatitwasproposed
byVijayan.Ihavealwaysstoodwith
development. I havenohesitation
in saying I amwith Vijayan, the
leaderofdevelopment. Ithasbeen
proved in recent years that only a
powerfulleaderlikeVijayancango
ahead,overcomingallhurdles.”
StateCongresschiefSudhakaran

saidThomas’sexitwillnotaffectthe
party’s prospects in Thrikkakara.
“Wehadconductedasurveyinthe
region,whichshowedCongresswill
not lose anyvotesby takingaction
againsthim(Thomas),”hesaid.

WHEN THE anti-conver-
sionBillwas introduced in
Assembly last year,
Congressleaderandformer
CMSiddaramaiahhadsaid
thattheBillwasidenticalto
the Uttar Pradesh and
Gujarat laws, which en-
countered legal questions.
He argued that therewas
noneedforananti-conver-
sionBill since Section295
(a)of theIPCpreventsout-
ragingofreligiousfeelings.
ChiefMinisterBommaiar-
gued that the lawwas in-
tended to prevent the
abuse of vulnerable sec-
tions of society and that it
wasnot intended to target
anyreligion.

Opposition
argumentE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Karnataka govt takes
Ordinance route to bring
in anti-conversion law

Ramya, former Congress social media
head, emerges guns blazing on Twitter

AzamKhanonhiswaytoCBI
court inLucknow. Express

His confinement
is strangling of
justice: Maya on
SP’s Azam Khan

After he backs Pinarayi
on CPM bypoll stage,
Cong sacks Thomas

Stay together peacefully:
SC to hate speech accused

AttendedCPM
meet for
Thrikkakara
bypollon
Thursday

New Delhi
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J&K PROJECTS CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION LTD.
(A J&K U.T. Govt. undertaking)

OFFICE OF DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER, UNIT-JAMMU

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

e-NIT No: 07 of 2022-23 Dated: 09.05.2022
For and on behalf of Managing Director, Jammu & Kashmir Projects
Construction Corporation Ltd. the Deputy General Manager, JKPCC Ltd, Unit-
Jammu invites e-tenders for:-

Note:

1. Qualification criteria, Critical dates for bidding, scope of work, tender doc-
ument, and all other terms and conditions can be seen and downloaded
from www.jktenders.gov.in. from 10.05.2022 1200 Hrs to 30.05.2022 upto
1400 Hrs.

2. Any other information regarding above e-tendering process can be had from
the Office of Deputy General Manager, JKPCC Ltd., Unit Jammu or e-tender-
ing Cell,JKPCC Ltd., Jammu.

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager
JKPCC Ltd. unit Jammu.

Sr. Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Earnest Money Time of Time & Date of Class of
No. (Rs. in T/Doc. (Rs. Bid Security completion Opening of tender Contractor

Lacs) in Lacs) (Rs. in Lacs) (Technical Bid)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1. ` 549.83 ` 5000/- ` 11.00 12 12.00 Noon Registered
Lacs Lacs Months & 10.05.2022 “A”

Class Govt.
Contractor/

CPWD

Balance work for
Construction of
Institute of Drivers and
training Research at
Village Ghaink (Block
Bhalwal) Jammu.

No: JKPCC/J/307-311
Dt: 09.05.2022
DIPJ-580

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYF¹FẾ FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF,
ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe JaOX,SXFªF³FFaQ¦FFa½F (LX.¦F.)

Phone- 07744-224035(O) E-mail-eeraj-phe-cg@nic.in

LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX IZY SXFª¹F´FFÕX IYe AûSX ÀFZ EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ´Fi¯FFÕXe Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFÃF¸F ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSXûÔ
ÀFZ ´Fi´FÂF-kkEll ¸FZÔ ªFÕX ªFe½F³F d¸F¾F³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F ªFÕX ªFe½F³F d¸F¾F³F Aa°F¦FÊ°F EIYÕX ¦FiF¸F ³FÕX ªFÕX ´FiQF¹F
¹FûªF³FFa°F¦FÊ°F dªFÕXFX SXFªF³FFaQ¦FFa½F IZY d½Fd·FÖF d½FIYFÀFJaOXû IZY d½Fd·FÖF ¦FiF¸FûÔ ¸FZÔ UPVC/HDPE ´FFBÊ´F
ÕXFBÊ³F ªFûOÞX³FZ d¶FLXF³FZ, CX©FÀ°FSXe¹F ªFÕXF¦FFSX d³F¸FFÊ¯F, CX©FÀ°FSXe¹F ªFÕXF¦FFSX ÀFb²FFSX IYF¹FÊ, À½Fe¨F ÷Y¸F,
CX©FÀ°FSXe¹F ªFÕXF¦FFSX IZY ¨FFSXû AûSX ¶FFCaXOÑXe½FFGÕX d³F¸FFÊ¯F, ÀF¶F¸FdÀFÊ¶FÕX ´Fa´F IYF ´FiQF¹F E½Fa À±FF´F³FF IYF¹FÊ,
d½FôFb°F d½F·FF¦F (CSPDCL) ÀFZ BÕZXd¢MÑXIY IY³FZ¢¾F³F, BÕZX¢MÑXû¢ÕXûSXe³FZMXSX À±FF´F³FF, ¢ÕXûSXe³FZMXSX ÷Y¸F,
§FSXûÔ E½Fa ¾FFÀFIYe¹F ÀFaÀ±FF³FûÔ ¸FZÔ IYF¹FÊSX°F ³FÕX IY³FZ¢¾F³F ´FiQF¹F AFdQ E½Fa A³¹F ÀF¸FÀ°F IYF¹FÊ, MZXdÀMaX¦F, 03
¸FFWX IYF MÑXF¹FÕX SX³F, 06 ¸FFWX °FIY ÀFa¨FFÕX³F ÀFa²FFSX¯F IYF IYF¹FÊ (ÀF¸´Fc̄ FÊ IYF¹FÊ ÀFF¸F¦Fie ÀFdWX°F, ÀFaÕX¦³F
¾FZOëbÕX A³FbÀFFSX) IYe ¸FbWXSX¶FaQ d³Fd½FQFE dQ³FFaIY 10.05.2022 ÀFZ AFG³F ÕXFBÊ³F ´FSX AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe
W`XÜ CX´FSXûöY IYF¹FÊ IZY d³Fd½FQF IYe ÀFF¸FF³¹F ¾F°FZÊ, ²FSXûWXSX SXFd¾F, d½FÀ°FÈ°F d³Fd½FQF d½FÄFd´°F, d³Fd½FQF QÀ°FF½FZªF
½F A³¹F ªFF³FIYFSXe BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX ½FZ¶F ´FûMÊXÕX https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ÀFZ dQ³FFaIY
17.05.2022 ÀFZ OXFCX³FÕXûOX IYe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`X °F±FF d³Fd½FQF OXFDY³FÕXûOX IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F dQ³FFaIY
30.05.2022 (¾FF¸F 5:30 ¶FªFZ) °FIY W`XÜ

IiY. d³Fd½FQF dÀFÀMX¸F d½FIYFÀFJaOX ¹FûªF³FF/¦FiF¸F IYF ³FF¸F A³Fb̧ FFd³F°F
IiY¸FFaIY IiY¸FFaIY ÕXF¦F°F

(÷Y. ÕXFJ ¸FZÔ)
1 22 99377 LbXBÊJQF³F Ad³F¹FFMXûÕXF 3.00

(dSXÀIY EaOX IYFÀMX)
2 23 99381 LbXBÊJQF³F McXMXF¦FPÞX 3.29

(dSXÀIY EaOX IYFÀMX)
3 24 99382 J`SXF¦FPÞX ªF¦FÖFF±F´FbSX, IYû´FZ³F½FF¦FFa½F, ´FSXÀFFWXe, ¶F³F¶FûOX 187.03

(dõ°Fe¹F AF¸FaÂF¯F)
4 25 99384 LbXBÊJQF³F ¸F`³WXSX, ÀFe°FFOX¶FSXe, AûMZX¶FaQ 128.29

(dõ°Fe¹F AF¸FaÂF¯F)
5 26 99385 ¨FüIYe ´FFa¦FSXe, J`SXe, ¸FFaÓFeMXûÕXF 107.31

(dõ°Fe¹F AF¸FaÂF¯F)
À½FF/-

IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe JaOX, SXFªF³FFaQ¦FFa½F (LX.¦F.)91065

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX
d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc¨F³FF

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA.
At : Ichhapur, Post : Shree Baladevjew, Email: eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com

Identification No.RWS/104/2021-2022
Letter No. 3360/ Dated. 02/05/22

4th Corrigendum
This corrigendum has been made for the NIT-104 invited online vide this office letter No. 1525 / Dated. 04.03.2022 with date
for selling, closing, clarification and opening which was on dt. 04.05.2022 (selling date), 21.05.2022 (closing date), 06.05.2022
(clarification date) 23.05.2022 (opening date) as per 3rd corrigendum has been amended and to be read as 17.05.2022,
02.06.2022, 19.05.2022 and 03.06.2022 respectively as follows.

Sd/- (Er. B.K. Nayak)

Executive Engineer,

RWS&S Division, Kendrapara

OIPR - 25004/11/0028/2223

O-199

Sl
No

Name of Work Estimated
Cost (Apprx.)
Rs. In Lakhs

EMD to be
deposited

online

Class of
Bidder

Cost of
Tender
Paper

Period of
completion

1. Execution of New 70 LPCD RPWS Scheme to
Derakeshpur, Mantripada and Nuahat on clubbed up
mode under Derabish Block in the District of Kendrapara.
(JJM Funds)

Rs. 268.27 Nil “B” &
“A”

Rs.
10000

330 days

2. Execution of 40 LPCD Retrofitting RPWS Scheme to
Raghudeipur of Derabish Block and Gogua of
Mahakalapada on clubbed up mode in the District of
Kendrapara. (JJM Funds)

Rs. 322.02 Nil “A” &
“Special”

Rs.
10000

360 days

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F Ad²FâXF°FF
À½F. d¶FÀFFWcX QFÀF ¸FWaX°F À¸FÈd°F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F IYûSX¶FF (LX.¦F.)
E-mail-gmckorba@gmail.com, Website-www.gmckorba.in
´FÂFFaIY/464/¾FF.d¨FdIY.¸FWXF./À±FF./2022 IYûSX¶FF, dQ³FFaIY : 29/04/2022

¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F, IYûSX¶FF (LX.¦F.) IZY ´Fc½FÊ d½FÄFd´°F IZY
Ad°FdSXöY d½Fd·FÖF d½F·FF¦FûÔ ¸FZÔ ÀFad½FQF ·F°FeÊ WZX°Fb ´FiF²¹FF´FIY-´FiÀFcd°F E½Fa ÀÂFeSXû¦F d½F·FF¦F-01.
ÀFWX-´FiF²¹FF´FIY-OX¸FZÊMXûÕXFGªFe d½F·FF¦F-01, ¸F³FûSXû¦F d½F·FF¦F-01, d³F¾¨FZ°F³FF d½F·FF¦F-01,
AdÀ±F SXû¦F d½F·FF¦F-01, B¸FSXªFZÔÀFe ¸FZdOXÀFe³F-01. ÀFWXF¹FIY ´FiF²¹FF´FIY- ªF³FSXÕX ¸FZdOXÀFe³F
d½F·FF¦F-01, ªF³FSXÕX ÀFªFÊSXe d½F·FF¦F-01, ³FZÂFSXû¦F d½F·FF¦F-01, BÊ.E³F.MXe-01, Qa°FSXû¦F d½F·FF¦F-
01, B¸FSXªFZÔÀFe ¸FZdOXÀFe³F-01, ¸F³FûSXû¦F d½F·FF¦F-01,AdÀ±F SXû¦F d½F·FF¦F-01. ÀFed³F¹FSX
SmXÀFeOZX³MX- ¸F³FûSXû¦F d½F·FF¦F-01, B¸FSXªFZÔÀFe ¸FZdOXÀFe³F-05 IZY dSXöY ´FQûÔ ´FSX LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX dÀFd½FÕX
ÀFZ½FF (ÀFad½FQF d³F¹FböYe) d³F¹F¸F, 2012 ¸FZÔ CXnZdJ°F d³F¹F¸F/¾F°FûÊ IZY A²Fe³F E½Fa ¾F`ÃFd¯FIY
¹Fû¦¹F°FF E³F.E¸F.ÀFe. ¸FF´FQ¯OX IZY d³F¹F¸FF³FbÀFFSX ÀFad½FQF ·F°FeÊ dIY¹FF ªFF³FF W`X, BÀF WZX°Fb ¾FFÀFIYe¹F
d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F, IYûSX¶FF (LX.¦F.) ¸FZÔ kk½FFGIY B³F BaMXSX½¹Fcll IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F dQ½FÀF ´FSX
´Fid°FdQ³F Qû´FWXSX 12:30 ¶FªFZ AF¹FûdªF°F IYe ªFF¹FZ¦FeÜ ÀFad½FQF ·F°FeÊ WZX°Fb AFSXÃF¯F SXûÀMXSX IYF
´FFÕX³F LXØFeÀF¦FPÞX ¾FFÀF³F IZY õFSXF ªFFSXe d³F¹F¸FF³FbÀFFSX dIY¹FF ªFF½FZ¦FFÜ
kk½FFGIY B³F BaMXSX½¹Fcll IZY ÀFaQ·FÊ ¸FZÔ d½FÀ°FÈ°F ªFF³FIYFSXe WZX°Fb d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F IZY
½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX www.gmckorba.in IYF d³F¹Fd¸F°F A½FÕXûIY³F IYSmÔXÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
Ad²FâXF°FF

À½F. d¶FÀFFWcX QFÀF ¸FWaX°F À¸FÈd°F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F,
91032 IYûSX¶FF (LX.¦F.)

d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F, IYûSX¶FF (LX.¦F.) ¸FZÔ ÀFad½FQF ·F°FeÊ (d¨FdIY°ÀFF d¾FÃFIY)
“ Walk in interview”

PRESS NIT No.07/(2022-23)
S.

No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Earnest
Money
(Fresh)

Tender
Processing Fee

(Fresh)

Publication date of
tender in e-

procurement Solution

Last date & time for
receipt of tender from
e-procurement solution

1. Development of Renny Well including replacement of
damage M.S. Platform at V-11 RCC Well Kishan Kunj near
Bank Enclave. (Tender ID: 2022_DJB_222041_1)

3716751/- 74500/- 500/- 11.05.2022 23.05.2022

The more detail required above can be seen on website www.delhi.govtprocurement.com
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 99 (2022-23)

Sd/-
(ER. ABSAR AHMED)

EX. ENGINEER(C) PLANT, WW
C/o CE(WW)-II

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WW)-II
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT.OF N.C.T. DELHI

FLAT NO.-E1, TYPE-IV, STAFF QTRS.
JHANDEWALAN, DELHI-110005

E-mail:- eecplantww.djb01@gmail.com/acewwp2@gmail.com

"STOP CORONA; WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, _MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE"

NIT NO. 01 (2022-23)

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 102(2022-23)

The details of the tender can be seen on Web Site http://delhi.govtprocurement.com
Sd/-

(R.G. SARASWAT)
EE(C) Dr-IX

Sd/-
(RAM MANAOHAR)

EE(SDW) -VII

S.
No.

Name of Work Tender
Amount

Tender
ID

Tender
Fees

Earnest Money Last date & time of
receipt of tender through
e-procurement solution

1. Constrcuction of 18 MGD
SPS at Mori Gate Drain
including 1000mm Dia
Rising Main. (Re Invite.)

Lump
sump

2022_DJB_
222065_1

Rs. 1500/-
Non

refundable

Rs. 68,00,000/-
(Rs. 20,00,000/- through RTGS and
Rs. 48,00,000/- In the form of Bank

Guarantee from any Scheduled bank

26.05.2022 at
2.30 PM

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) Dro-IX

C/O Pr. CE(DR.) PROJECT-II
JAGRITI SPS, NEAR KARKAR DOOMA CROSSING,

SAHADARA DELHI- 110092
Email:eecdrixdjb@gmail.com, Ph. 011- 20824111

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

PRESS SHORT NIT No. 02 EE (SDW) XII (2022-23)
SN Particulars Estimate

Cost
Earnest

Money Rs
E-tender ID Last date/time for receipt of tender

through e-procurement solution
1 SITC of new sewage submersible pump

sets and associated works at EPS Rithala
Item
Rate

80000/- 2022_DJB_222156_1
Published on 12/05/-22

19.05.2022

NIT along with all term and condition is available on website.https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)

Advt. No. J.S.V. 103 (2022-23)

Sd/-
EE(SDW)XII

(ASHOK SHARMA)

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVERNMENT OF N C.T OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (SDW)

THROUGH EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW) XII
6th FLOOR VARUNLAYA PH-2, KAROL BAGH DELHI-110005

Email id- eesdwxii@gmail.com Contact No 9650291199

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER:

PWD: BUILDING: ASSAM
CHANDMARI: GUWAHATI-3.

No. CE/TB-VI/46/2022/05

CORRIGENDUM
It is for information to all concerned that "APWD registered
Class—I (A) Contractors" may be read as "eligible contractors"
in the PRESS NOTICE published vide this office no. CE/TB-
VI/46/2022/02, Dated: 28-04-2022 for the work, "Construction
of Rabindranath Tagore University, Hojai, Assam" under NIDA
on Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) Mode III
Basis. Note: All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

Spl. Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (Building),
Health & Education

Janasanyog/C/2377/22 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER:

PWD: BUILDING: ASSAM
CHANDMARI: GUWAHATI-3.

No. CE/TB-VI/42/2022/05

CORRIGENDUM
It is for information to all concerned that "APWD registered
Class—I (A) Contractors" may be read as "eligible contractors"
in the PRESS NOTICE published vide this office no. CE/TB-
VI/42/2022/02, Dated: 28-04-2022 for the work, "Construction
of Birangana Sati Sadhini State University at Golaghat, Assam"
under NIDA on Engineering, Procurement and Construction
(EPC) Mode III Basis. Note: All other terms and conditions
remain unchanged.

Spl. Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (Building),
Health & Education

Janasanyog/C/2386/22 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in9578/HRY

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

MUNICIPAL
COMMITTEE

PATAUDI

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD
FROM RAMPUR ROAD TO
HAILYMANDI ROAD, WARD
NO. 01, MC PATAUDI

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

10.05.2022
30.05.2022

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

EMD
5.96 LACS

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

https://etenders.hry.
nic.in

NODAL
OFFICER/CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL

0124-2672869

SR.
NO.

1.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in9575/HRY

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

UHBVN
PANCHKULA

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

11 KV 45 KN POLYMER DISC
INSULATOR, B&S AND T&C
TYPE

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

06.05.2022
27.05.2022

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

0.90
CRORE

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

www.uhbvn.org.in
TENDER NO-

07/UH/MM/XEN/P-IV/
QHII/2077

dated 06.05.2022
2022_HBC_220036_1

NODAL
OFFICER/CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL

cemm@uhbvn.
org.in

SR.
NO.

1.
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Tension in Hanumangarh
after clash injures VHP
man, 7 arrested for attack
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,MAY12

TENSION GRIPPED parts of
Hanumangarh district of
Rajasthan after a VHP leader
was injured, reportedly in a
clash with people from an-
other community, on
Wednesdaynight, officials said
on Thursday. Seven people
were arrested for the attack
“within hours”, district collec-
tor Nathmal Didel said.
Didel said additional police

personnel were deployed after
the administration learnt that
some protesters, purportedly
from themajority community
and irate at the injury suffered
by VHP leader Satveer Saharan,
had distributed sticks and en-
gaged in inflammatory

speeches.Hesaidpetrolwasre-
covered fromsomeof them.
Policeconductedaflagmarch

on Thursday morning and a
peace committeemeetingwas
held intheevening,Didel said.
Saharan,prakhandadhyaksh

ofVHP, is recuperatingathospi-
talandissaidtobestable.Hesuf-
fered injuries on the head, offi-
cialssaid,addingthatoneperson
fromtheothersidealsoreceived
minor injuries.
The incident took place in

Nohar tehsil on Wednesday
night, followingwhich internet
services were suspended in
Nohar, Bhadra and Rawatsar
tehsils of the district, officials
said.DistrictcollectorDidelsaid
by Thursday night the situation
was brought under control and
internet serviceswere restored
inBhadraandRawatsar tehsils.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAJKOT,MAY12

A 22-YEAR-OLD factoryworker
whowasinarelationshipwitha
woman from another commu-
nitywas allegedly killed by her
brother and his friend in
Jungleshwar area of Rajkot city,
police saidonThursday.
Afterlearningabouttheinci-

dent,thewoman,whoturned18
recently, attempted to kill her-
self but survived, police said,
addingthetwoaccusedwerear-
restedonThursday.
Police said the incident took

place at 10.30pm onMonday
when the girl’s brother and his
friendtookthevictimtothebed
of the Aji river in Jungleshwar
area and thrashed him with
woodenlegofacharpoy. Theac-
cusedthendumpedhimnearhis
residence Jungleshwar area, po-
lice said. The victim died a day
laterwhileundergoingtreatment.
“The girl’s brother and the

factory worker were friends.
Afterlearningabouttherelation-
ship, he warned the factory
workeragainsttherelationship...
OnMay 9, he caught the phone
the factoryworker had given to
hissisterandthenplannedanat-
tackonhim,"saidPravinKumar,
DCP (Zone-I) of Rajkot city po-
lice. However, the DCP said the
murderwas not a case of com-
munalviolence.

Revised ‘scales of
accommodation’
for Army staff

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

NEW ACCOMMODATIONS for
ArmedForcespersonnelwillhave
multilevelparking,renewableen-
ergy generation, indoor courts,
modular kitchens, pre-paidme-
tersandcargaragesfor75percent
of the Junior Commissioned
Officers (JCOs), andhalf of other
ranks,afacilitythatwasonlygiven
toofficersearlier.
These are themain changes

approved under the revised
ScalesofAccommodation-2022
fordefenceservicesapprovedby
DefenceMinisterRajnathSingh
onThursday.
Theministry said in a state-

ment that “thiswill ensurecon-
temporary specifications in fu-
ture projects and better
standards of living for the per-
sonnelof theArmedForces.”

22-yr-old killed over
relationship with
woman from
another community

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

TWO MONTHS after the ex-
tended-range BrahMosmissile
wastestedfromanavalship,the
missilewasair-launchedfroma
Su-30MKIaircraftonThursday.
In a statement, Air Force

said the missile hit its in-
tended target. BrahMos is an
indigenously manufactured
supersonic cruise missile,
jointly developedwithRussia.
The range of BrahMos was
earlier around290km,which,
with the new version, has
reached around 350 km.
TheAirForcesaidthatit“suc-

cessfully fired the Extended
Range Version of BrahMos Air-
Launched missile from Su-30
MKIfighteraircraft”,andthatthe
“launch fromtheaircraftwasas
planned and the missile

achievedadirecthiton thedes-
ignated target in Bay of Bengal
region.”
This is the first time that the

extended-range version of
BrahMosmissilewas fired from
Su-30MKI aircraft. “With this,
IAF has achieved the capability
to carry out precision strikes

from Su-30MKI aircraft against
a land/ sea targetoververy long
ranges,” the statement men-
tioned. “Theextendedrangeca-
pability of themissile coupled
with the high performance of
the Su-30MKI aircraft gives IAF
astrategic reachandallows it to
dominate futurebattlefields.”

SAURABHPRASHAR&
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
CHANDIGARH,NEWDELHI,
MAY12

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation(CBI)hasdismissed
and arrested four of its officers
aftertheywerecaughtallegedly
trying to extort a sum of Rs 1
crore from a Chandigarh-based
entrepreneur by threatening to
implicate him in terror charges,
officials saidThursday.
CBI booked the four sub-in-

spectors, Sumit Gupta, Pradeep
Rana, Ankur Kumar and Akash
Ahlawat, for corruption.
Sources said Gupta, posted

withtheAnti-CorruptionBranch
inDelhi,wasalreadysuspended.
“...CBIonreceiptof thecom-

plaint, immediatelyregistereda
case,identifieditsthreeotherof-
ficials allegedly involved in the
matterandeffectedtheirarrests.
Taking a serious note of this act
onpartof thesedelinquentoffi-
cials, all four of themwere dis-
missed from service,” a CBI
spokespersonsaid.
Sources said theChandigarh

Policecaughtthefourpeoplelate
onTuesdaynightafterreceiving
acontrol roomcall.Uponrealis-
ing that theywere CBI officials,
policehandedthemovertoCBI's
Chandigarhbranch.
All the four were posted in

Delhi. The agency has also con-
ducted searches at their prem-
ises.“Incriminating documents
recovered during searches are
being scrutinised,” a CBI
spokespersonsaid.

On Tuesday night, the four
CBI personnel along with two
civiliansbargedintotheofficeof
AbhishekDogra,whorunsan IT
firminChandigarh,officialssaid.
Theytoldhimtheyhadreceived
a notice from Interpol against
him for supporting terror activ-
ities in India.
In his complaint to the CBI,

Abhishek Dogra stated: “I was
slappedrepeatedlybytwoCBIof-
ficerswhowere inplain clothes.
Theythreatenedto implicateme
in a case of terrorism. They de-
mandedRs1crore fromme,and
then forcedme intomy car and
started negotiating with me.
Therewere a total of six people.
Four of them introduced them-
selvesasCBIpersonnel...theytold
metoarrangeRs25lakhthrough
mybrother.”

Dogra added in the state-
ment: “Whenwe reached near
GateNo 3 of police lines, Sector
26,oneof thetyresofmycargot
punctured... Icalledmybusiness
partnerSunnyVermaandshared
my locationwith him. Soon, he
alongwith some employees of
our company reached the loca-
tion. A scuffle broke out there. I,
alongwithmy partner and col-
leagues, ranfromthespot.”
AseniorpoliceofficertoldThe

Indian Express: “The police con-
trol roomreceived a call around
2.30 amonWednesday about a
fightbetweentwoparties.Bythe
timepolicereachedthespot,one
of thepartieshad left. Fourmen
whowerepresentdeclinedtore-
veal their identities. Aftermuch
persuasion, they disclosed that
theywere fromCBI,Delhi.”

IAF test-fires extended-range
BrahMos from Sukhoi-30 fighter

ASu-30MKI firestheBrahMosmissileintotheBayofBengal.PTI

CBI arrests four of its officers for
‘extorting’ Punjab entrepreneur

New Delhi
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SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY12

A TRADITIONAL healer from
Mysuru in Karnataka, whowas
abducted in 2019 fromhis resi-
dence and kept in captivity in a
house in Kerala's Malappuram
district formore than a year to
force him to divulge the secret
formulaofhismedicineforpiles,
waseventuallytorturedtodeath,
accordingtoKeralaPolice.
The police have arrested

prime accused Shaibin Asharaf,
a42-year-oldfromMalappuram
district, who runs a hotel busi-

nessandventuresintheMiddle-
east,andthreeofhisaccomplices
for themurder of Shaba Sherif,
60.
According to the police,

Shaibinandhis accomplicesab-
ducted Shaba, a small-time
healer known for his one-time
treatmentofpiles,fromhishouse
inAugust 2019.Hewas taken to
Shaibin’s walled-house at
NilamburinMalappuram,where
thehealerwaschainedandshut
inaroom.
Shaibinwantedtoextractthe

secretofthetraditionalmedicine
prepared by Shaba and start its
commercialproductiontomake
money.AsShabadidnotdivulge

the secret, Shaibin and hismen
tortured him to death, chopped
his body into pieces, and threw
theminariverinpackets,thepo-
licesaid.
That was in October 2020,

around 14months after the ab-
duction. By then, the police in
Mysuruhadshelvedthemissing
personcasefiledbyShaba'sfam-
ily after investigations to trace
him failed to proceed beyond
Wayanaddistrict,policesources
said.
Thebreakthroughcameonly

on April 29 this year, when five
personsthreatenedtoimmolate
themselves in front of the state
secretariat,claimingthatShaibin

hadcheated themandthat they
hadcommittedcrimesathisbe-
hest.
Doused in an inflammable

liquid,oneofthemscreamedbe-
foreacrowdofonlookers,includ-
ing police, “Our lives are under
threat.Wehavebeencheatedby
Shaibin. We had committed
crimes, includingmurder, at the
behest of Shaibin.We have evi-
dence.”Oneof them,TNaushad,
flashedapen-drive,claimingthat
itcontainedevidenceformurder.
Takentoalocalpolicestation

inThiruvananthapuram,thefive
confessed that they were in-
volved in a robbery at Shaibin's
house in Nilambur on April 24.

They looted Rs 7 lakh, four ex-
pensivemobilephonesandthree
laptopsafterShaibindidnotpay
themforexecutingcrimesonhis
behalf.
The police inNilambur then

decided to look into the allega-
tionsofmurder.Onexamination
ofthependrive,thepolicefound
videosinwhichShaibinandoth-
erswereseentorturingaperson.
Subsequently, the probe

movedtoMysurutoverify if the
personbeingtorturedwasShaba.
Following confirmation,

Shaibinwasarrestedalongwith
three of his accomplices in the
murder – P Shihabudeen, T
NaushadandNNishad.Naushad,

who was among the five who
staged the suicide drama, had
videographed Shaba's torture,
sourcessaid.
Nilambur Deputy

Superintendent of Police Saju K
Abraham said after being ab-
ducted, Shabawaskept chained
in a room at Shaibin’s house.
“Every day, Shaibinwould turn
upattheroom,forcingthehealer
todivulge thesecretof hismed-
icine. As he refused, Shabawas
brutally tortured. They even
brought severalherbsandother
items,whichwerebelievedtobe
ingredients of the medicine.
However,Shabadidnotdisclose
thesecret,leadingtohismurder.’’

Abraham said they were
lookingforfivemoresuspects in
connection with the murder.
“Wewill also search for Shaba's
body parts, whichwere thrown
intoChaliyar river inNilambur,”
hesaid.
He said Shaba’s ottamooli

(one-timemedicine) was be-
lieved to be effective for piles.
“Mysururegionhasseveralsuch
traditional healers engaged in
treating piles. Shaibin believed
thatShaba'smedicinehadafast-
healing property and looked ef-
fective.Shaibinwantedtogetthe
secret behind themedicine and
startitscommercialproduction,”
hesaid.

ABDUCTEDFROMMYSURUHOME IN2019

Healer was kept in captivity for secret formula, tortured to death: Kerala cops

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

ADELHI court on Thursday re-
jected the bail plea of National
Stock Exchange's (NSE) former
managing director Chitra
Ramkrishna and former group
operating officer (GOO) Anand
Subramanian in a 2018 case of
boursemanipulation.
Special Judge Sanjeev

Aggarwalrefusedtograntbailto
thetwoaccusedaftertheCentral
Bureauof Investigation(CBI)had
opposedtheirbail,claimingthat
theywere involved in a serious
offenceaffectingtheintegrityof
the financial system.
Theagencyhadtoldthecourt

that Ramkrishna, by the "gross
abuseofherofficialposition", il-
legallyandarbitrarilyappointed
Subramanian,"whodidnothave
anypriorexperience".
The lawyers for the accused

in the past court hearings have
denied theCBIallegations.
Ramkrishna's lawyer, senior

advocate Trideep Pais had said:
"She resigned from the NSE in
2016. For two years she had no
access to theNSE,when the FIR
was registered in2018."
Her lawyershadargued that

thescamwasstoppedbecauseof
herandtheIncomeTaxraidshad
found nothing. Subramanian's
lawyer Arshdeep told the court
that the scam took place be-
tween 2010 and 2014 and that
theaccusedjoined in2013.

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,MAY12

WITH MORE than 16,000
madrassas in the state reopen-
ingafterRamzanholidays,most
of them received the Uttar
Pradesh Madrassa Education
Board'sorderonThursday, stat-
ingthatsingingthenationalan-
themhasbeenmandatoryatall
madrassas in thestate.
In an order dated May 9,

2022,madrassas have been in-
formedthatthedecisionwasar-
rivedatbytheBoardinitsmeet-
ingonMarch24.
Theorderwouldbeapplicable

to allmadrassas—government-
aided, recognisedaswellasnon-
aided.Madrassaswereclosedfor
their annual Ramzan holidays
fromMarch30toMay5whenthe
Boardmetandtookthedecision.
The order in this regardwas

sentbytheregistrarof theBoard
toalldistrictminoritywelfareof-
ficersacrossthestatetocommu-
nicate it to madrassas under
their jurisdictions.Asperthedi-

rection,districtminoritywelfare
officershavebeeninformedthat
every madrassa is required to
ensure that just before the start
ofclasses,alongwithother“dua”
(prayers),singingof the“rashtra
gaan (national anthem)” in a
uniformtonebyallteachersand
students is “mandatory” from
theupcomingacademicsession.
There are about 16,513

madrassas in Uttar Pradesh, of
which 558 are government-
aidedmadrassas. “The decision
was takensince itwasseenthat
in every school and college,
along with the usual morning
prayers, the national anthem is
also sung. Thus, it was decided
that whenwe are providing all
modern education required in
madrassas, we should start this
as well,” S N Pandey, Registrar,
Uttar Pradesh Madrassa
EducationBoard,toldTheIndian
Express.
He said the executive order

has been issued now since the
madrassas were closed when
theBoardmetandarrivedatthe
decision.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday refused to interfere
with the Life Insurance
Corporation's (LIC) IPO but
agreed to examine the amend-
mentmade to LIC Act, 1956, by
wayof FinanceAct, 2021,which
was introducedasamoneyBill.
The court, whichwas hear-

ing petitions challenging
amendments to LIC Act, aswell
assomeappealsagainstMadras
High Court and Bombay High
Court's decisions refusing to in-
terferewith the IPO,declined to
grant any interim relief onpeti-
tions and appeals challenging
the IPO.
“No case of grant of interim

relief has been made out,” a
bench presided by Justice D Y
Chandrachudsaid.
“Ontheaspectof interimre-

lief, thecourtmustbeguidedby
well-settled principle of prima
facie case, balance of conven-
ienceandirreparableinjury,”the

bench said. “The courthasbeen
apprisedof the fact that 73 lakh
applicants have subscribed to
theIPOandithasbeenoversub-
scribedsixtimeseveninthecat-
egorywhich has been reserved
forpolicyholders. It isnecessary
to note that the dilution of LIC
hasbeen3.5%.”
The bench, also comprising

Justices Surya Kant and P S
Narasimha,however, issuedno-
tice in thematter and directed
that it be taggedwith pending
proceedings before a larger
benchonthequestionofconsti-
tutionalvalidityofBillsbeingin-
troducedasmoneyBill.
Senior advocate Indira

Jaising,whoappearedforthepe-
titioners,submittedthatbyway
of amendment to Section 28 of
LIC Act, LIC's character is being
sought tobe changed frommu-
tual benefit society to a joint
stock company, and that this
amountstoexpropriationofsur-
plus from participating policy-
holders to shareholders to
whomshareswill beallotted.
“Mymoneyisbeingdiverted

to the shareholder. Therewas a
statutewhich said I amentitled
to 95 percent. Such percentage
of remaining surpluswas to be
allocated tomembers. Now, in
75 years there is the first time
definitionofmembersasshare-
holders.Outsidersbecomeown-
ers,” Jaisingcontended.
Shesaiditraisesthequestion

of violation of right to property
under Article 300A of the
Constitution.
As an interim measure,

Jaising pleaded that themoney
invested by subscribers be kept
inthe`ApplicationSupportedby
Blocked Account (ASBA)’, or to
say that their rights will be de-
pendent on the outcome of the
casesoastoputthemonnotice.
Appearing for the Centre,

Additional Solicitor General N
Venkataramanopposedthisand
saidthepleawasjustanattempt
“to scare investors and to play a
spoilsport”.Hesaid“73lakhbank
accountsareblocked”andwon-
dered “howcan such important
policy decisions be interfered
withat theeleventhhour".

SC refuses to intervene, to examine
way law was passed as money Bill

LIC IPO ISSUE

NSESCAM

Court rejects bail
pleas of former
MD, ex-GOO

Chitra
Ramkrishna

UP makes national
anthem compulsory
for madrassas in state

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAIPUR,MAY12

A HELICOPTER owned by the
Chhattisgarh government
crashed at Raipur’s Swami
VivekanandAirportonThursday
night, killingboth thepilots.
A government statement

said, the incident occurred
around 9.10 pm and technical
malfunction appears to be the
cause of the crash. The Augusta
helicopter crashedat the endof
a runway at the airportwhen it
wasona routine training sortie,
officials said.
ItwascarryingCaptainGopal

Krishna Panda and Captain A P
Shrivastava, both of themdied,
officialssaid. “Atechnical inves-
tigation at the behest of DGCA
and state government will be
undertaken to ascertain the
cause of the crash,” the state-
ment said.
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel expressed deep anguish
at the loss of lives and ordered
officials to provide immediate
relief to thebereaved families.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,MAY12

THE LUCKNOW bench of the
Allahabad High Court on
Thursdaydismissedapublic in-
terest litigation(PIL)seekingdi-
rection to the Archeological
Surveyof India(ASI)to“open22
sealed doors” of the Taj Mahal
in Agra to resolve the “contro-
versy”aroundthemonument's
origins.
A division bench of Justices

Subhash Vidyarthi and
DevendraKumarUpadhyaya is-
suedtheorderwhilehearingthe
PIL filedbyRajneeshSingh.
On the petitioner's prayer

seekingdirection foropeningof
sealeddoorsandremovalofcer-
tain structures to facilitate his-
toricalstudy,thecourtsaid,“We
may at this juncture itself indi-
cate that anyhistorical research
conductedby theacademicians
willnecessarilyinvolveapartic-
ularmethodology.
Determination of the ques-

tion as to which particular
methodologyofresearchwould
yield correct results lies outside
thescopeofourjurisdictionand
powers of judicial review. Such
issues should be left to be de-
batedbyacademicians,scholars
andhistorians. Judges, by expe-
rience and training, are not

equippedtopronounceanyver-
dict on such non-justiciable is-
sues.”
Thecourtobservedthat“ona

closure examination of the
prayers, we are of the opinion
that the petitioner has called
upon to adjudicate and give a
verdictonacompletelynon-jus-
ticiable issue”.
“While exercising our juris-

dictionunderArticle226of the
Constitution... the power of ju-
dicial review is circumscribed
bycertainwell-recognisedand
established legal
principles...one of such princi-
ples is the doctrine of non-jus-
ticiability,” it added.
The petition also sought di-

rection from the court for ap-
pointingafact-findingcommit-
teetostudyandpublishthe“real
history”of theTajMahal.
The court, in its order, said

the petitioner sought commis-
sioningofastudysothatthehis-
tory of Taj Mahal may be ex-
plored and the “controversy”
arounditmaybeput torest. “As

towhichsubjectshouldbestud-
iedorresearchedorwhichtopic
of aparticular areaor discipline
needs to be researched are not
the issueswhere this courtpos-
sessesanyjudiciallymanageable
standards to adjudicate upon,”
thebench further said.
The judgement read, “There

isyetanotherissuewhichneeds
to be considered for deciding
whetherthewritpetitioncanbe
entertained in the form it has
been presented. It is a well-
recognised principle that awrit
ofmandamuscanbeissuedonly
in case of infringement of any
right, be it constitutional or
statutoryoranyother.Whenwe
enquired from the petitioner's
counsel as to fromwhere the
right to get aparticular studyor
research conductedonapartic-
ular topic or subject emanates,
wecouldnotgetanysatisfactory
reply. Intheabsenceof infringe-
ment of any legal or constitu-
tionalright,weareafraidweare
notabletoentertainthewritpe-
tition.”

Chhattisgarh
govt chopper
crashes, both
pilots dead

HCdismissespetition to ‘open
22sealeddoors’ inTajMahal

TajMahal isamajor tourist
attraction in India.PTI

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,MAY12

TWENTY-THREE BREEDS of in-
digenous cattle registered a de-
cline innumbers– ranging from
1.08% to 93.48%– in seven years
between2012and2019,accord-
ingtothelatestbreed-wisereport
of livestockandpoultry inIndia.
Thereport,whichisbasedon

20th Livestock Census con-
ducted during 2018-19, was re-
leased by Union Fisheries,
AnimalHusbandryandDairying
Minister ParshottamRupala on
Thursday.
According to the report, the

totalnumberof indigenouscat-
tledeclinedby6%to14.21crore
in2019from15.12crorein2012.
Their share in the total cattle
population fell to 73% from79%
during thisperiod.
However, the number of

Exotic/Crossbred cattle grew
from3.9crore in2012to5crore
in 2019. The Census defines
“Exotic” cattle as “the animals
whichhave their origin inother
countries”.Accordingtothe20th

Livestock Census, “Animals
whichbelong toDescript (iden-
tified)/Non-descript(non-iden-
tified)breedsof indigenousori-
ginareconsideredasindigenous
animals.”
The report has divided in-

digenous cattle population in
two groups – 41 recognised
breedsandNon-Descript.Of the
indigenous cattle population,
Non-Descripthadthemostnum-
bers–10.02crore–during2019,
while the combined number of
41 breeds stood at 2.49 crore.
However,thecomparabledatais
available for only 37 breeds, of
which23breedshaveseenade-
cline,while14haveregisteredan
increase innumbers.
Among five breeds, which

have seenmaximumdecline in
their numbers, are Khariar (-
93%), Kherigarh (-75%),
Kenkatha (-67%), Motu (56%)
andHariana (56%). Thenumber
of Khariar, found mainly in
Odisha and Chhattisgarh, has
come down from 3,83,824 in
2013to25,021 in2019.
The Hariana breed is found

mainlyinHaryana,UttarPradesh,
Rajasthan,Madhya Pradesh and
Bihar;Motu is found inOdisha;
Red Kandhari inMaharashtra;
KenkathainMadhyaPradeshand
Uttar Pradesh; andKherigarh in
UttarPradesh.
Other breeds which have

registered a decline are Dangi,
Rathi, Deoni, Tharparkar and
Kangayam,amongothers.

TOP-5BREEDS, ABSOLUTENUMBERS

Gir Lakhimi Sahiwal Bachaur Hariana

68,57,784 68,29,484 59,49,674
43,45,940 27,57,186

Source:Breed-wiseReportof LivestockandPoultry

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AFTERTAKINGoverastheArmy
Chiefearlierthismonth,General
Manoj Pande went on his first
visit toLadakhonThursday.The
visit comes even as the more
thantwo-year longstandoffbe-
tweenIndiaandChinaineastern
Ladakh remains unresolved.
Pandewill visit the forward ar-
eas ineasternLadakhtoo.
TheArmysaidinastatement

that Pande reached Leh on
Thursday and “was briefed on
the security situation along the
borders with special focus on
Eastern Ladakh.” It said that the
“high levelof operational readi-
ness being maintained by the
forceswhilemaintainingahigh
tempo of capability develop-
mentwashighlighted.”
Along with Pande, Lt Gen

UpendraDwivedi,whotookover
as the Northern Army
Commander in February, and Lt
GenASengupta,whotookcharge
of theXIVCorps facingChina, in
Januarywerealsopresent.
The statement mentioned

thatthethreemilitaryleadersmet
LtGovernorofLadakhRKMathur
“followedbyadetaileddiscussion
onissuesrelatedtoCivil-Military
cooperationandtheroleofIndian
Armyindevelopmentalactivities”
intheUnionTerritory.

The Army said during his
three-day visit Pande “will visit
forwardareasinEasternLadakh
and interact with troops de-
ployed along the Line of Actual
Control inthemostdifficultand
inhospitable terrain in the
world.”
IndiaandChinahaveheld15

rounds of Corps Commander-
level talksbutthestandoff isyet
to be resolved. There are three
outstanding friction points—
Patrolling Point 15 in Hot
Springs, where a platoon-sized
unit of Chinese troops is sta-
tioned on the Indian side of the
LAC; the Chinese troops are
blockingIndiansoldiersfromac-
cessing their traditional pa-
trolling limits at PP10, PP11,
PP11A, PP12 and PP13 in
Depsang plains; and in
Demchokwhere some Chinese
havepitchedtentsontheIndian
sideof theLAC.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,MAY12

IN HIS statement to the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
chartered accountant Suman
Singh, who is under arrest, has
saidthat“mostof theoverRs19-
crore cash recovered from his
house during raids May 6 be-
longedtoJharkhand-cadreIASof-
ficerPoojaSinghal”.Initsremand
application filedbefore a special
court in Ranchi onWednesday
evening, the ED said that an ac-
cused and a witness (without
names) in their statements said
that“duringhertenureasKhunti
DC, Singhal received bags full of
cashonat least fouroccasions”.
Jharkhand government sus-

pended Singhal, who was the
Mining Secretary, after her ar-
rest. The probe is linked to 16
FIRs registered in 2010-2011 in
Khunti district against Junior
Engineer Ram Binod Prasad
Sinhaforembezzlementofpub-
licmoneyofoverRs18croresbe-
tween 2008-2011. Singhal was
posted as Khunti DC in 2009-
2010.TheEDarrestedSinghalon
Wednesdayevening inacaseof
moneylaunderinginvolvingthe
alleged diversion of MGNREGA
funds and took her on remand
for fivedays onThursday,while
Suman’s remandwas extended
by fivedays.
The ED’s action comes at a

time when Jharkhand Chief
MinisterHemantSorenisunder
the scanner for allegedly allot-
ting amine on lease to himself,
andanindustrialplottohiswife.
TheElectionCommissionhadis-
sued a notice to Soren, seeking
his response, while his brother
and DumkaMLA Basant Soren
wasalsoputonnoticebytheEC
onthemining lease issue.

Gen Pande to go to forward areas on his
maiden visit to Ladakh as Army Chief

23 breeds of indigenous cattle saw
fall in numbers in 2012-19: Report

Most of seized
Rs 19 crore
cash belongs
to IAS officer,
CA tells ED

PMLACASE

Arrested
officer
Pooja
Singhal

ArmyChiefGeneralManojPande inLadakhonThursday.ANI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A DAY after IPS officer Mukul
Goelwasremovedfromthepost
of Director-General of Police
(DGP),thestategovernmenthas
given additional charge of UP
DGP to IPS officer Devendra
Singh Chauhan. Chauhan is
presentlyDirector-General(DG)
of the intelligence department
of thestatepolice.
According to a government

order, Chauhanwill hold addi-
tional charge of UP DGP till an
appointmenttothepostismade.
Chauhan, who hails from

Mainpuri, isa1988-batchIPSof-
ficer and has been DG, intelli-
gence department, since
February 15, 2020. On
Wednesday,thegovernmentre-
moved Mukul Goel from the
post of UP DGP saying he had
been“disregardinggovernment
work and not taking interest in
departmental duties.” He has
beenpostedasDG,CivilDefence.
Devendra Singh Chauhan is

among the frontrunners for the
top job.

Devendra Singh
Chauhan gets
addl charge of
UP DGP

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MAY12

TheNIA has filed a chargesheet
against a BSF officer among 11
accused in connection with a
case of pilferage of weapons
from CAPF armoury for supply
toCPI (Maoist) cadres.
Theofficer,identifiedasKartik

Behera,wasdismissedfromserv-
iceafterhisnameemergedinthe
case. “Thecasepertains topilfer-
ageofarmsandammunitionand
supply of the same to armed
cadresof CPI(Maoist) andterror-
ist gangofAmanSahuby theac-
cusedpersonswhohadcriminally
conspired touse these armsand
ammunition inexecuting terror-
ist attacks on security forces and
also for thepurposeof extortion.

Thecasewasoriginallyregistered
inPSATS,Ranchi,Jharkhand,”NIA
saidinastatement.
According to the agency, in-

vestigation has established that
ammunition of various caliber
werepilferedfromamagazineof
BSFbyaccusedKartikBeheraand
allegedlysuppliedtohiscloseas-
sociate,ArunKumarSingh.
This was then supplied to

“armedcadresofCPI(M)andter-
rorist gang of Aman Sahu in as-
sociationwithsomeoftheother
chargesheetedaccused”,theNIA
said. Others chargesheeted are
Avinash Kumar, Rishi Kumar,
PankajKumarSingh,Kamendra
Singh, Arun Kumar Singh, Hirla
GumanSinghUcchware,Shivlal
Dhawal Singh Chauhan, Kumar
Gurlal Uchchware, Aman Sahu
andSanjayKumar.

Arms pilferage, supply to
terrorists: NIA charges
BSF officer, 10 others

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI,MAY12

THE GOA Police has arrested a
28-year-oldmanforrapinga12-
year-oldRussiangirlatahotel in
NorthGoa.Themanwasarrested
bythepoliceonMay10fromhis
nativeplaceinKarnataka'sGadag
district and produced before a
magistrateinGoa.Hewassentto
five-day police custody, said
InspectorVikramNaik.
According to the complaint

lodgedbythechild’smother,the
accusedworkedasaroomatten-
dant in the hotel where the girl
was staying with her mother.
The alleged incident took place
onMay6when themotherhad
gone to a grocery store nearby,
leavingherdaughterbehind.
The accused has been

bookedforrape(IPC),under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
and the Goa Children’s Act. The
accused had fled after the inci-
dent butwas nabbedwithin 24
hours of the complaint being
filed,police said.

Man held for
raping Russian
girl in Goa
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WHEN PRICES PINCH
With inflationateight-yearhigh, theRBIhasnooption

but toraise interest rates further

SURPASSING CONSENSUS ESTIMATES by a significantmargin, retail inflation,
asmeasuredbytheconsumerprice index, rosetoaneight-yearhighof7.8per
cent inApril asperdata releasedby theNational StatisticalOffice. This isnow
the fourth straightmonth that inflation has come in above the upper thresh-

oldofthecentralbank'sinflationtargetingframework.Thelatestdataonlyaffirmstheno-
tionthatinflationarypressuresarefarmorebroad-basedandentrenchedthanwhatwas
previously believed.Moreover, these price trends also increase the possibility of infla-
tionbreachingtheupperthresholdof theinflationtargetingframeworkforthreeconsec-
utivequarters this year aswell. Thiswill only serve to reinforce thenotion that the cen-
tralbankhas fallenbehind thecurvewhen it comes tomanaging inflation.
Thesurge in inflationwasdrivenlargelybyhigher foodinflation.Theconsumerfood

price index rose to 8.38 per cent in April, up from7.68 per cent themonth before,with
sharprisesobserved invegetables, cereals, andoils and fats. Thedata forearlyMaysug-
gests that foodpricesare likely to remainelevated, though theremaybesomemodera-
tionduetothebaseeffect.However, foodinflationisnottheonlysourceofconcern.Core
inflation (whichexcludes themorevolatile foodand fuel components) isnowaround7
percent.Mostsub-groups, fromclothingandfootweartohouseholdgoodsandservices
topersonal careproducts, recreationandamusementarewitnessingelevated inflation,
which suggests that producers are passing onhigher input costs to consumers. Equally
worrying, core inflation is likely to remain elevated as pressure from the services seg-
mentbuildsupwithdemand forcontact-basedservices rising.
To tackle inflation, themonetarypolicy committeehadheld anoff-cyclemeeting in

May,wherein thecommitteemembershadvotedunanimously to raise thebenchmark
repo rate by 40 basis points. Alongside, the RBI also raised the cash reserve ratio by 50
basispointstodrainliquidity.Theoff-cyclemeasureswereanindicationthattheMPChad
beenunderestimating the inflationarypressures in theeconomy.While thecommittee
isyettospellout itsviewsonboththeextentofpolicytighteningit iscontemplatingand
overwhat duration as it looks to tame inflation, and prevent inflationary expectations
fromgetting unanchored, elevated inflation readingswill only increase the odds of the
MPCaggressivelyfrontloadingtheinterestratehikes.Consideringthatattheonsetof the
pandemic, theMPChadcut the repo rate in two instancesby75basispoints and40ba-
sis points, themove to raise the rateby40basis pointsnow implies that another75ba-
sispointsincreasewillbeneededjusttoreverttothepre-pandemiclevelof5.15percent.
The terminal rate though is likely tobehigher.

DEBATING THE EXCEPTION
Splitverdict inhighcourtonmarital rapemirrorsdeep
differences. It alsoopensupa largerconversation

THEDELHIHIGHCourt’ssplitverdict inthecasechallengingthevalidityof the
maritalrapeexemptioninlawmirrorsthedeeppublicdivideonanissuethat
involvesnotjusttheletterof thelawbutcomplexsocialmores.Thelawcarves
outanexceptionformarriedmen,sothattheycannotbeprosecutedfornon-

consensual sexual actswith theirwives. This exceptionunderSection375of the Indian
PenalCodethatdefinesrapehasincreasinglycomeintoquestionacrosstheworld.Several
countries—includingBritain,whichgavethislawtoitsformercolonies—havereconsid-
eredanethos thatpresumes, or takes for granted, the consent ofwomenwithin amar-
riage,inperpetuity.InthecasebeforetheDelhiHC,theopinionsofthetwojudges,Justices
Rajiv Shakdher andCHari Shankar, are starkly different and frame fundamental differ-
encesonissuesincludingconsent.WhileJusticeShakdherreliesontheunderstandingthat
the foundation of amodernmarriage is equality between spouses, Justice Shankar ig-
noresbasicprinciplesofequality,agencyandautonomy.Hisdisturbingobservationthat
marriage necessarily involves surrendering certain rights in varying degrees — in this
case, the rightof awomantoherbodily integrity—needs tobestronglycontested.
Indefenceof thelaw,bothDelhigovernmentandtheCentrehavearguedthatmarital

rapecannotbecriminalisedunlessthereissocietalconsensusontheissue.Argumentsfor
retainingtheprovisionhaverangedfromprotectingtheinstitutionofmarriagetopoten-
tialmisuseof anychange in law. Theseare concerns that shouldbedebated. Theremust
be awider andmore participatory discussion. At the same time, it is also crucial for the
Courtstoansweranother legalquestion—whetherstrikingdowntheexceptioninmari-
tal rape under lawwould amount to treading on the domain of Parliament. In this con-
text, thecentralgovernment’s standthat themarital rapeexceptionwillbereviewedisa
welcome step. In theUK, as in SouthAfrica, Australia and Canada,which have removed
theexception inmarital rape, judicialdecisionswere followedbychanges in legislation.
The split court verdictmay notmove the needle too far, but it has ignited amuch-

needed conversation onmarital rape, bothwithin andoutside courts. Significantly, the
KarnatakaHCrulinginMarchallowedamantofacetrialformaritalrapeforthefirsttime.
Although courts have, in passing, expressed views on the issue and urged the govern-
menttolookintoit, JusticeShakdher’sopinionisthefirstacknowledgementinahighju-
dicial forumthat theexception isatoddswith theConstitution.

THE TURTLE’S WAY
Lessonsonhowtotake iteasy fromawandering,

meanderingseafarer

THERE'SMANYAway to navigate the open sea, even sansGPS or a compass.
Onaclearnight, theprowcanbesteeredaccordingto theNorthStar.During
the day, a keen ornithologist can figure out the directions by looking at the
rightmigratory bird. Even the humble and delicious salmon, as they swim

back towhere theywereborn, to reproduce, can theoretically provideboth sustenance
andguidancetoawearytraveller.Thankfully,notallthepilgrimsof thenaturalworldare
such efficient overachievers. Hawksbill turtles know instinctively what annoying
Instagramposts aboutwanderlust have just discovered recently: It's the journey that
matters.
Howanimalslikeseaturtlesknowwheretogohasoccupiedtheattentionofnatural-

ists and researchers for centuries. Broadly speaking, there is nodefinitive answer. Birds
likely have something like an internal GPS that guides them, salmon probably imprint
on themagnetic coordinates of their home river. The hawksbill turtle, earlier research
had suggested, had a cartographicmechanismsimilar to the latter. But according to re-
searcherswhohave tracked themontheopenocean, they “almost certainlyareusinga
geomagneticmap, but it’s a fairly coarse resolution”. To get to a destination that is just
176kmaway, theyswamforabout1,300km.
Theseaturtles,clearly,knowthevalueof takingthescenicroute.Theygettobothsus-

tenanceand romance,withoutbeingobsessedbyeither.Witha rudimentarymap, and
nothingbuttheshellontheirbacks, theysetout.Thismakesthemprettyuselessasnav-
igators,butofgreatimportasaninspiration.Justheadinthebroaddirectionofyouraims
andambitions, enjoy the rideandyou'll probablygetwhereyou'regoing. In the rat race
of life, it'sbest tobeneither theharenor the tortoise. The turtle's thewaytogo.

DRaja

Bringingdowninflationrequiresascertaining its
drivers,not relyingsolelyonmonetarypolicy

WHY SEDITION LAW MUST GO
It isused forwitchhuntsbygovernmentagainst thosewhoquestion it

AFTERMONTHSofexhortationbythemarket
and being criticised for falling behind the
curve, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) last
week raised both policy rates and cut back
liquidityinasurpriseinter-meetingdecision.
The forcefulness and urgency of the policy
shift have beenwelcomed by analysts and
themarket alike and seen as a signal of the
RBI’srenewedcommitmenttofightinginfla-
tion via aggressivemonetary tightening in
thecomingmonths.
Butisthistherightpolicypath?Iamsure

thatmanyreadersaresurprisedatthenaivety
of the question, especially aswe appear to
havebeen influencedbytheglobal frenzyof
seeing inflation fears everywhere. It is true
that a large swatheof theglobal economy is
inthethroesofrunawayinflationandthatin
manyof theseeconomies tighteningmone-
tary and fiscal policies is the right response.
But initial conditionsmatter as do the spe-
cificdriversof inflation.
Tobreakdownthequestion,letmeaskan

evenmore naïve one:Howdohigher inter-
est rates slow inflation? There are typically
threeways.Thefirst isbyloweringinflation-
ary expectations. Supposeonebelieves that
because a central bank has not tightened
enough,futureinflationwillbehigher.Inthat
case,theobviousresponseistobringforward
future consumption and investment to the
present,therebyaddingtodemandandfuel-
ingcurrent inflation further. So, inprinciple,
the central bank by credibly committing to
bringing down inflation through aggressive
currentactionscanbringdownexpectations
of future inflation. If that happens, then de-
mandwouldbepushedback,alleviatingcur-
rentinflation.Thisisaverypotentconduitof
monetary transmission in developedmar-
kets, where there is awide variety of infla-
tion-hedginginstruments,aswellasinsome
emergingmarkets — Brazil, for instance—
where inflation-indexation is widespread.
However, there is little empirical evidence
thatthischannelworksinIndia,evenweakly.
Thesecondrouteisviatheexchangerate.

Higher interest rates attract foreign capital
that appreciates the currency, lowering im-
port prices and, in turn, inflation.Again, this
is a powerfulmechanism in Latin America

andCentralEurope,wherebondflows—that
are sensitive to interest rate differential —
dominatecapitalmovementsandtheimport
contentof theconsumerbasket is large.This
is not the case in India and, in any event, for
this towork it would require extreme rate
hikesinthecountry,giventheanticipatedag-
gressivetighteningbytheUSFed.
Thethird, andthemost relevantchannel

forIndia,isviacurbingcreditgrowth.Raising
boththecostofborrowingaswellasitsavail-
ability (for example, by increasing the cash
reserveratio)reducescreditgrowth,lowering
demand,GDPgrowthand, eventually, infla-
tion.Thisisthecredittransmissionbywhich
higher interestratesdampeninflationandit
workswell in India.
Thequestionishowmuchoftoday’sprice

increaseiscredit-driven,suchthatcurbingit
wouldlowerinflation?Evenacursoryglance
at bank balance sheetswould suggest that
credit growth is just treadingwater. Having
recovered frombeingnegative inmid-2021,
real credit growth is running just around 2
per cent (deflated by CPI and even less if a
broadermeasureofinflation,suchastheGDP
deflator, isused).
Some analysts have pointed to the infla-

tion-monetary policy dynamics of 2010-11
as towhy the RBI needs to act aggressively
andearly this timearound.This iswhendif-
ferentiating the specific initial conditions
matters. Back then, real GDP growthwas
clockingover10per centperquarter, nomi-
nal credit growth 20-25 per cent, and real
creditgrowthover10percent. Inflationwas
unambiguously driven by an overheated
economy and fueled by runaway credit. At
thattime,aspointedoutrepeatedlybysome
of us, hiking rates aggressively and quickly
couldpotentiallyhavedelivereda soft land-
ingof7-8percentrealGDPgrowthbycurb-
ing borrowing sharply. In the event, the RBI
assessed the drivers of inflation to be origi-
natingfromthesupplyside—higherfoodand
commodity prices—andmoved at a glacial
pace,suchthatevenafter12ratehikes infla-
tion remained in double digits formuch of
thatperiod.Theoverheatingfesteredandex-
ternal vulnerabilitieswidened. Facedwitha
potential US Fed tightening in 2013, India

founditself inanear-crisis situation.
Todaythingsaredifferent.Muchofthein-

flationisdrivenbyglobalfoodandcommod-
ity prices.While the level of investment has
justaboutrecoveredtoitspre-pandemiclevel,
consumption remains stubbornly below.
Despitethelanguishingprivatedemand,core
inflation remainshigh. But this hasbeen the
case formuchof the last twoyears, strongly
suggestingthatthedomesticsupplychaindis-
ruptions inmanufacturing and services, es-
peciallyattheinformallevel,haven’tbeenre-
paired fully.While some of the disruptions
havebeeneasedbyanongoingformalisation
oftheeconomy,thistooisaddingtoinflation-
arypressures.Thereasonwhyfirmslocatein
theinformalsectorinthefirstplaceisbecause
of lower transaction costs, sowhenparts of
the supply chain shift to thehigher-cost for-
malsector,itshowsupasinflationduringthe
transition before increased scale of produc-
tion and efficiencybringdown the cost over
time.None of these factors is affectedmuch
byhigherlendingrates.Sotheburdenoftam-
ing inflation by tighteningmonetary policy
will fall largely on lower credit. Thiswill in-
evitablymake the required decline in credit
growththatmuchlarger.Andwiththatitscost
—theattendantfall inGDPgrowth.
There is clearly a case to remove the ex-

traordinarymonetarysupportprovideddur-
ing the pandemic. Perhaps the RBI should
havemovedearlierindoingso.However,re-
moving emergency accommodation is one
thing and relying solely on culling credit
growth —which is barely positive in real
terms— to tame inflation is completely dif-
ferent thatcancost theeconomydearly.The
RBIhadmisreadthedriversof inflationbadly
in2010-11.Hopefully,itwon’trepeatthatmis-
take this time. Bringing down today’s infla-
tionrequiresaresolutionofgeopoliticalten-
sions in Europe, changes to China’s
zero-Covidpolicy,muchstronger fiscal sup-
port fromthegovernment,andreformsthat
help repair the disrupted domestic supply
chain.Not justmonetarypolicy.

Thewriter isChiefEmergingMarkets
Economist, J.P.Morgan.Theseare theauthor’s

personalviews

THECOLONIALGOVERNMENTused the law
ofseditionliberallytocurbfreespeech.Inthe
ConstituentAssembly,BRAmbedkarpassion-
atelyargued that liberty, equalityand frater-
nityshouldbecometheprinciplesofourdem-
ocratic lives.Still, thesectiononseditionwas
retained after independence even though
Jawaharlal Nehru, criticised it in no
uncertainterms.
Inourcountry,freedomofspeechandex-

pression is enshrined as a guaranteed fun-
damental right in Article 19(1) (a) of the
Constitution.However, theexistenceof this
colonial relic, Section 124A of the IPC, has
acted as a constraint on the exercise of this
right and governments have used sedition
to suppress and quell political dissent.
Keeping this inmind, I introduced a Private
Member’s Bill in the Rajya Sabha in 2011 to
abolish Section 124A of the Indian Penal
Code. My submission generated a debate
around this draconian section but it could
not be put to vote.When Imoved a Private
Member’s Bill to abolish sedition, the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
governmentwasinpower. It is importantto
highlight this fact becausemy contention
wasnotwith thisor thatparty inpowerbut
with the presence of arbitrary, unjustified
and undemocratic powers in the hands of
the government like Section 124A or the
dreadedUnlawfulActivities(Prevention)Act.
Since the BJP led government came to

power in 2014, there has been amarked in-

crease in the use of sedition charges. The
swordofSection124Ahasbeenhangingover
theheadofpoliticians,humanrightsactivists
andadvocacygroupswhodaredquestionthe
government’s stand. Branding dissenters as
anti-national and slapping themwith sedi-
tionorUAPAchargeshasbecomeafashion.
The data ondraconian laws like 124Aor

UAPAexposestheiruntenability.Accordingto
theNationalCrimeRecordsBureaudata,ato-
tal of 156 cases of seditionwere pending in
2017. In thatyear, only27cases couldbedis-
posed of at the police level bywithdrawing
thecaseorsubmittingachargesheet.Incourts,
out of the 58 cases on trial, only one convic-
tioncouldbeobtainedandthependencyrate
for the cases of seditionwas close to 90 per
cent.Thenumberof cases increasedin2020,
theyearforwhichthelatestNCRBdataisavail-
able, butwith the same results. Of the total
230 cases registered, only 23 were
chargesheeted. Pendency in court reached
close to 95per cent for the sedition cases in
2020. The abysmally low rate of conviction
anddisposalof thesecasesmakeitclear that
thesechargesareslappedwithveryflimsyor
noevidencetointimidateorharassthosewho
question thegovernment's fiat.On thebase-
lesspretextofseditionoranti-nationalactiv-
ity, the government is keeping political ac-
tivists, human rights defenders, civil rights
workersinprisonadinfinitumtocreateanat-
mosphereof fearandservility.
The picture is no different for theUAPA.

Casesunderithaveincreasedbyabout75per
cent between 2017-2020. A total of 4,827
UAPAcaseswerependingin2020—of them,
only398couldbechargesheetedinthatyear.
Thependency rate in court remained95per
cent, indicating harassment and violation of
therighttolifeandlibertyforagreatnumber
ofpeoplewhoaresufferingbecauseofthedi-
abolicalprisonconditionsinIndia.Progressive
citizenshasbeenconstantlyaskingforthere-
peal of these laws that endanger our funda-
mental constitutional values. A consultation
paper on sedition circulated by the Law
Commission of India on August 30, 2018,
foundmany issues that need addressing
aroundtheworkingofSection124A.
Most recently, onMay 11, the Supreme

CourtdirectedtheUniongovernmentandthe
statestorefrainfromusingthelawofsedition
and keep all previous cases under 124A in
abeyance till thematter is reconsidered in a
comprehensiveway. In the context of the
evolvedrealityaroundus,ifwearetoimprove
the democratic foundations of our country,
theremust not be any space for sedition.
Dissent, criticismanddifferences of opinion
arevitalforthefunctioningofanydemocracy.
Thewitch-huntingofthosewhoquestionthe
government of the day reminds us of me-
dieval times and totalitarian rulers. It is time
weusherinaneraoffreespeech.Forthat,the
seditionlawmustgo.

Thewriter isgeneralsecretary,CPI

There is clearly a case to
remove the extraordinary
monetary support provided
during the pandemic.
Perhaps the RBI should have
moved earlier in doing so.
However, removing
emergency accommodation
is one thing and relying
solely on culling credit
growth — which is barely
positive in real terms — to
tame inflation is completely
different that can cost the
economy dearly. The RBI
had misread the drivers of
inflation badly in 2010-11.
Hopefully, it won’t repeat
that mistake this time.

According to the National
Crime Records Bureau data,
a total of 156 cases of
sedition were pending in
2017. In that year, only 27
cases could be disposed of at
the police level by
withdrawing the case or
submitting a chargesheet. In
courts, out of the 58 cases on
trial, only one conviction
could be obtained and
the pendency rate for the
cases of sedition was close
to 90 per cent.
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Anytimeyouseeaturtleupontopofa fence

post, youknowhehadsomehelp.
— ALEX HALEYTHEEDITORIALPAGE

FALKLAND BATTLE
TWO ARGENTINEMILITARY planes were
shotwhileattackingaBritishshipoff thedis-
putedFalklandIslands,theDefenceMinistry
announced. Theministry spokesperson re-
portingtheactionsaidthreeplanesattacked
the ship. The third one escaped. He did not
identifytheshipbutsaiditsufferednocasu-
altiesordamage.SpokesmanIanMcDonald
didnotmake it clearwhether the attacking
planes were shot down by the warship or
whetherBritishaircraftweresenttoengage
them. He identified the Argentine ships as
American built A-4 Skyhawks.Meanwhile,
attheUN,Secretary-General JavierPerezDe

Cuellar saidhehoped toconcludehispeace
talksby theendof theweek.

INDIA-CHINA TALKS
WHILEHOPESCANNOTbepitchedtoohigh,
theSino-IndiantalksopeningonMay13be-
tween IndianandChineseofficialsare fairly
important considering their outcomewill
determine thepaceatwhich the twocoun-
tries can improve their relations. The com-
positionof thedelegationssuggeststhatthe
talks are going to bewide-ranging in scope
covering the border issues, bilateral trade,
economicmatters and cultural exchanges.
Neither the Indian officials nor the Chinese

diplomats in town are disclosing the stand
theywill takeontheborder issue.

COOL MAY
HEAVY RAIN ACCOMPANIED by storms
caughtpeople inDelhiunawares. Themax-
imum temperature fell to 24.8 degrees
Celsius.Theweathermandescribeditasthe
lowestmaximumforMayso far.

PM’S US VISIT
PRIMEMINISTER INDIRA Gandhi will visit
theUS in the lastweekof July for talkswith
RonaldReagan.

MAY 13, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

Don’t leave it to RBI

JahangirAziz

New Delhi
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“Though the Taliban justify the burqa as a matter of tradition, this has only
been the case in the most conservative rural areas. For many Afghan women,
this is a wholly alien and unwelcome imposition.”

— THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Nepal is trying to reduce the
external sector vulnerability
in the medium and long
term by exporting a higher
volume of electricity to India
and Bangladesh, attracting
developers and investors
including in the completed
and proposed special
economic zones and other
industrial estates to
promote import
substitutions and exports,
promoting information
technology and incentivising
agriculture sector to exploit
Nepal’s comparative
advantages. Strong
economic partnership
between the two countries
including higher level of
investment from India could
help Nepal in our journey of
development and prosperity.

OVER A CENTURY has passed since
September 11, 1893. Yet, thewords of the
great saint, SwamiVivekananda (Narendra
NathDatta), at theWorld’s Parliament of
Religions in Chicago, still ring true and re-
mainrelevant.Heferventlyhopedthat“the
bell that tolled…inhonourof this conven-
tionmaybethedeathknellofallfanaticism,
of all persecutionswith the swordorwith
thepenandof all uncharitable feelingsbe-
tween personswending theirway to the
samegoal”.
Hewentontopropoundapowerfulidea

of tolerance inademocracy: “But if anyone
herehopes that thisunitywill comeby the
triumphof anyoneof the religionsand the
destruction of the others, to him I say,
‘Brother, yours is an impossible hope.’ Do I
wish that the Christian would become
Hindu?Godforbid.DoIwishthattheHindu
orBuddhistwouldbecomeChristian?God
forbid... The Christian is not to become a
Hindu or a Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a
Buddhist to become a Christian. But each
must assimilate the spirit of theothers and
yet preservehis individuality andgrowac-
cordingtohisownlawofgrowth.”
This“spiritoftheother”isseverelytested

today. It is as if theModi government has
turned itseyesawayorbelieves thatastate
of constant strife, a perpetualwhippingup
of hate by the self-styleddharma rakshaks
andsundrymendressed insaffronrobes—
tocall themsadhusorsantswouldbedoing
agravedisservicetothesanttradition—can
go on even as the development project,
“sabkavikas”,marcheson. It ismistaken.
BulldozerBabas,MamasandChachasare

rollingoninvariousBJP-ruledstates,theos-
tensible reason is theprocessof lawbutwe
knowthatcouchedinthecorporations’en-
croachment orders is amessage to a com-
munity. Appeasement of none and justice
forallisthecardinalprincipleofgoodgover-
nance; dharma teaches us to “speak the
truth”.Buttruthhasbecomethefirstcasualty
in this attack. In April 2022 itself,within a
spanof threeweeks, nine stateswitnessed
communal violence and tension. Had the
apexcourtnotsteppedinafterthecommu-
nalviolenceandbulldozersinJahangirpuriin
Delhi,manymorefamilieswouldhavebeen
destroyed.ItwasaBJPleader’sappealforthe
bulldozersthatsetthewheelsmovinginthe
municipal corporation. This isn’twhat our
democracyisabout.Thisistakingthelawof
thelandinyourownhands.
Itisamatterofextremeconcernthatre-

ligiousandfestivalprocessions,whichwere
connected topeace, harmony, andcelebra-
tioninsociety,arenowbeingusedtosetoff
violence.WhatsAppforwardsof aggressive
marches add fuel to the fire. The religious
neutralityofthegovernmentinseveralstates

is eroding. Protests at Banaras Hindu
Universityoveriftarandtheviolenceamong
studentsontheJNUcampusovertheserving
of non-vegetarian food in the canteendur-
ingNavratri—twoofourbestuniversities—
showhowfarwehaveletthepoisonspread.
Then there's the cowvigilantismby the

self-proclaimed“gaurakshaks”andtheself-
proclaimed “samaj rakshaks”. “Love-jihad”
lawshavebeenpassedwherein inter-faith
couplesneedofficial permissionand sanc-
tionfortheir love.Thegruesomekillingofa
maninHyderabad,bythefamilyofhiswife,
demolishesourimageasamoderndemoc-
racy.Newwordsarecoinedtostigmatisecer-
taincommunities.Weallknowhowscience
wasflagrantlyviolatedtocoin“coronajihad”,
rationalityisgiventhego-bytocomeupwith
“jobjihad”,“foodjihad”,“dressjihad”andso
on. A so-called Dharam Sansad held at
Haridwarbecamethechosenplatformtode-
liverhatespeechesagainstMuslims,andvi-
olence against the communitywasopenly
professed.
Whether it is the issue of hijab, halal,

loudspeakersinmosques,orthecontroversy
overnamazinGurgaon,theyallsurfacedse-
quentiallyandthepatternoftheirtimingis-
n’tmere coincidence. These aremanifesta-
tionsof a largerdesign, tostokethefeelings
of tensionanddistrust, tomake themajor-
ityfeelthatshowingtheminoritytheirplace
is the way to feel important, proud and
strong.Today,thecitizensofthecountryare
recognisedasIndianand“Muslim”Indian. I
hear it inmyconstituencywhen I listen to
men,womenandevenchildren.Isthiswhat
MaaBhartiwouldwantforherchildren?
OnecommonexplanationisthattheBJP

letsallthishappenbecauseitralliesitsbase.
ButnooneintheBJPwilladmitthat;theyall
say theywin votes because of goodgover-
nance. Imust remindmycolleagues in the
BJPthattheyneedtocalltheirownbluff.The
social cost and the corrosive impact that
communaltensionhasonthesocialfabricis
well-known. There are several studies that
havefoundthat“lowerlevelsofreligioushos-
tilities”arebehindhighranksinprimaryed-
ucationandhealth, technical training, tech-
nological readiness, innovations and the
institutionalenvironment.Religiousfreedom
andharmonycontributetopeaceandstabil-
ityandevenhelplowercorruption.
No country has become an economic

powerhousewithitssocietydivided,witha
sectionof itspopulationmadetofeelsmall.
Indiadidnot come into existence asHindu
Rashtra, unlike the Islamic Republic of
PakistanortheJewishstateof Israel.Weare
emergingoutoftheCovidshadowandneed
to focuson creating jobs, upgradinghealth
infrastructureandensuringthatourschools
workandourchildrenemergestrongerand
better.Thebattleagainsthateisn’tjustpolit-
ical. From the policeman on patrol to the
teacherinherclass,theparentathometothe
friendinthepark,theIASofficerinheroffice
tothepoliticalworkeronthefield,themes-
sagehas tobe: Respect everyone, if youal-
lowyourself tobeused to spreadhate, you
hurt yourself, your family andyournation.
This isn’t new, this was the message in
ChicagofromamancalledNarendrain1893.

Thewriteris leaderofthe
CongressinLokSabha

THERECENTPOLITICALandeconomiccrisis
in Sri Lanka has prompted people to com-
pareNepal’s economicenvironment to that
of Sri Lanka. But the nature and extent of
problems in the respective economies are
different.Thoughafewindicators looksim-
ilar for both countries, Nepal’s growth rate
this fiscal year has significantly improved
fromearlierprojections.
Despitethereinvigoratinggrowthrateaf-

ter a slowdown in economic activities be-
causeof theCovid-19pandemic, foreignex-
change reserves inNepal requirebalancing.
Among other policy adjustments, Nepal is
lookingforwardtoincreasingthevolumeof
hydroelectricity exportsmainly to India. As
India is Nepal’s most important economic
partner and is expected to remain so in the
foreseeablefuture,India’ssupporttoNepalto
reducesuchexternalsectorvulnerabilityand
achieveprosperitycouldbeinthebestinter-
estof bothcountries.
Nepal’s estimatedgrowth in thecurrent

fiscal year endingmid-July is 5.8 per cent.
Thegrowthratewasrevitalisedbyrisingeco-
nomic activities after a two-year suffering,
primarilycausedbytheCovid-19pandemic.
Nepal’seconomyhasdonebetterthanmost
countries inSouthAsia thisyear.
However, Nepal’s external sector has

movedtotheriskzone.Thecurrentaccount
deficit rose from about 3.5 per cent of the
GDP to 9.5 per cent of the GDP during the
sameperiod.Sharplyrisingtradedeficitand
less than expected foreign exchange inflow
adverselyaffectedtheeconomy.Theforeign
exchange reserves decreased, and the re-
servesaresufficienttocovergoodsandserv-
ices imports for only six to sevenmonths
fromabout11monthsofreservesayearago.
Sri Lanka is known as a countrywhose

social indicators are superior to countries
withsimilar incomelevels. Itspolicies, initi-
atedmainly toattract investmentsandpro-
mote exports, helped to support economic
growth consistently and significantly.
Presently, it isgoingthroughaproblemof its
own, especially in the area of external bal-
ance. The crisis in Sri Lanka could serve as a
lesson forus.
The Sri Lankan economywas left shat-

tered by the terrorist attacks in 2019 and
later,theCovid-19pandemic.Substantialloss
in tourism earnings and rapidly rising im-
ports further widened the trade deficit.
Remittances that helped to reduce the cur-
rent account deficit declined by almost 23
per cent in 2021,mainly because of the re-
turn and loss of employment of migrant
workers. Though export earnings and for-
eigndirectinvestmenthaveimproved,their
sizeandratesof growtharenotsufficient to
compensateforthecumulativelossinother
sectors. In addition to the rising current ac-
count deficit which is the result of signifi-
cantly less foreign exchange inflows, the
highervolumeofdebtthatincludesahigher
proportion of external debt mobilised
throughcommercialborrowingshaveadded
to the burden on the foreign exchange re-

servesof thecountry.
Nepal has alsomoved to the risky zone.

In the fiscal year 2020-21, the current ac-
countdeficitwidenedmainlyduetoarapid
increase in imports andasubstantial loss in
tourism income.However, remittances, de-
spitepandemics,continuedtoincrease.Even
duringthecrisis, thegross foreignexchange
reserves increasedmarginally in the coun-
try. Inrecentmonths,Nepalhasstartedfeel-
ingthepinchinthebalanceofpaymentand
foreignexchange reserves.During theeight
monthsof2021-22(tillmid-February2022),
imports increased by almost 39 per cent.
Despite 83 per cent growth in exports, the
tradedeficitwidened.
Remittancesreachedarecordhighinthe

lastfiscalyeardespitethedropinlabourmi-
gration.However,thisyear,remittanceshave
started declining albeit slowly, but the 241
per cent increase in the number of Nepali
workerstakingapprovalforforeignemploy-
menthasgiven someconfidence for the fu-
ture. Tourism income which sharply de-
clined in the last two years is also reviving
slowly.Again,comparedtoSriLanka,tourism
accountsforamuchsmallershareinNepal’s
economy. It is about 2.2 per cent of Nepal’s
GDPcompared to4.9percent forSri Lanka.
Nepalalsoadoptedanexpansionarypol-

icyafterthedevastatingearthquakeof2015
followedbytheCovid-19pandemicandpub-
licdebt rose tomore than40per centof the
GDP,includingexternalpublicdebtwhichis
nearly 23 per cent of the GDP. However,
Nepal’s public debt remains low. Both do-
mesticandexternalloansforNepalaresmall
in comparison to the size of the economy.
Interest rates andmaturity periods are also
highly favourable forNepal.Nepal’s decline
of foreign exchange cannot be attributed to
public debt and its debt-servicing require-
mentsandreflectsadifferentsituationfrom
thatof Sri Lanka.

Nepalhastakenanumberofstepstodis-
courage imports and increase foreign ex-
changeearnings.Thatincludesprudenteco-
nomicpolicy,thetemporarybanonimports
or a requirement to keep a 50-100 per cent
margin to open letters of credit to import a
fewluxuryandnon-essentialgoods,andin-
creased interest rates. However, import re-
strictionsandrestrictingforeignexchangein
trade and services are not long-term solu-
tions. It will raise inflation, increase unau-
thorised trade and capital flight, and sup-
pressgrowth.
Havingsaidthat,Nepalistryingtoreduce

the external sector vulnerability in the
mediumandlongtermbyexportingahigher
volume of electricity to India and
Bangladesh, attracting developers and in-
vestors includinginthecompletedandpro-
posedspecialeconomiczonesandother in-
dustrial estates to promote import
substitutionsandexports,promoting infor-
mation technology and incentivising agri-
culturesectortoexploitNepal’scomparative
advantages.Astrongeconomicpartnership
between the two countries including a
higher level of investment from India could
help Nepal in our journey of development
andprosperity.
For Nepal, it is a blessing to have the

world’s fastest-growing economy with a
massivemiddle-classpopulationasan im-
mediate neighbour with an open border.
NepalandIndiahavealwayshadtheclosest
of sociocultural, economical, and political
ties forages.Moremeaningfulpartnership
in the coming days would further deepen
oureconomicpartnershipandlong-stand-
ing friendship.

Thewriter is theAmbassadorofNepal to
Indiaand formerVice-Chairmanof the

NationalPlanningCommission,Nepal.Views
expressed in thearticlearepersonal

Message from
another Narendra

SACRED, PRAGMATIC

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Food is a
nomad' (IE, May 12). As it says, food
knowsnoborders.Acaseinpointisthe
food items allowedduringHindu fast-
ingdays.Mostoftheseoriginatedinthe
newworld -- for example, potatoes,
sweet potatoes, tapioca (derived from
cassava) and peanuts. To date, nobody
has been able to tell me how these
items brought to India by the
PortuguesebecamepartofHindu reli-
gious culture in the last five hundred
years.Thatperhapstellsusthatouran-
cestorsweremorepragmatic thanus.

ShakherPuntambekar,via email

WELCOME RETHINK
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'A preg-
nant pause' (IE, May 12). The public-
spirited persons opposing themuch-
maligned and controversial sedition
law steadfastly are surprised not as
muchbywhatmayhavepromptedthe
NDA government to inform the
SupremeCourt todefer thehearingon
this law as by its sudden climb-down
over its earlier uncompromising stand
on it. This turn-aroundmust be based
onawell-thoughtdecisiontakenbythe
BJP\inconsultationwithitsideological
mentor, the RSS. The SC has in itswis-
dom reciprocated to the Centre’s re-
quest by agreeing to put the provision
in abeyance till the review process is
complete. But at the same time, this
pregnantpause shouldnotbecomean
endless breather for it to try other op-

tions.Stillthepartyneedscheersforthis
rectitude, thoughbelated.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,'Apregnant
pause' (IE,May12). TheSupremeCourt
putting onhold a law that goes back to
the 19th century and that free India
shouldhaveneverhad is ahistoricmo-
ment.TheCentreagreeingtoare-exam-
inationoftheseditionlawprovisionsand
theSupremeCourt strongly restraining
allauthoritiesfromfilingcasesunderIPC
Section 124A till the completion of the
review,bringscheertothepublicingen-
eralandthelegalfraternityinparticular.
Theseditionlawisnottheonlylawthat
threatens civil liberties and ismisused
against criticsof those inoffice.UAPA is
another lawthatneedstoberevisited.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

SPIRALLING LANKA
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, 'Colombo
storm' (IE,May11]). TheColombocrisis
providesallthenationsoftheworldwith
abooktitled,“Howtonotrunacountry”.
This plight keeps snowballing and tak-
ingundesirablebutinevitabletwists.The
roaring revolt of themasses and the
crumbling of the Rajapakasworsen its
already dim situation.With its soaring
national debt of $51 billion and fragile,
thenearfutureof thePearlof theIndian
Oceanseemsbleak.Evenafterthefinan-
cialaidprovidedbyIMF,Indiaandothers,
one cannot take the guarantee of Sri
Lanka’srecoverytrajectory.

SwatiRishi,Mumbai

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

INTHEHANDSofamasternarrator,carefully
craftednarratives,thatemployeasilyunder-
standable and culturally relevant symbols
and stories, canmobilise individuals and
groupsforparticularcauses.Therecently-de-
posed PrimeMinister of Pakistan, Imran
Khan, is tryingtoestablishhimself asamas-
ternarratorwhocanmobilisethemassesde-
spitehisfailuretoimprovetheeconomyand
living standards of 220million Pakistanis.
Economicmismanagement, rising inflation,
andtheconcentrationofpowerinthehands
of a select fewhad dissipated support from
his erstwhile backers in themilitary. In re-
sponse, Khan is crafting a narrative that his
party,thePakistanTehreek-e-Insaf(PTI),can
deploytomobilise themasses.
The narrative focuses on the dichotomy

between Pakistan’s ideal and current state.
The ideal state is presented as onedesigned
alongthelinesofthefirstIslamicstateestab-
lishedbyProphetMohammad inMedina in
622 AD. Pakistan’s failure to secure a re-
spected status in the international commu-
nity since the 1960s is contrastedwith the
progressmadebyIndiawhichbecameinde-
pendent at the same time —NewDelhi has
earnedrespect for its refusal tocompromise
onnational interest.Theheavycriticismlev-
elledagainstKhan forhisvisit toMoscowat
a time Russia was preparing to invade
Ukraine is presented as evidence. US and
European envoys criticised and demanded
that Pakistan, notably Imran Khan, not side

with Russia. On the other hand, the Indian
successstorymeantthattheNarendraModi
governmentwithstoodexternalpressureand
asserted its right topurchaseoil fromRussia
at theheightof theUkraineconflict.
Khan portrays corrupt and self-serving

Pakistanipoliticiansasobstaclesonthepath
towardtrueindependence.Heblamesthem
forpushingPakistan intoasubservient rela-
tionshipwithWestern powers. They have
pursuedconflictingpolicies, sidingwith the
WesttopushtheSovietsoutofAfghanistanin
the1980sandthenjoininghandswiththeUS
toinvadeandoccupythesamecountryinthe
WaronTerror.ThePakistanimediaisalsoin-
criminated for joininghandswiththecoun-
try'srulerstopreventPakistanfromrealising
its truepotential.
Theportrayalof therulingeliteaswilling

accomplices of theWest in exploiting and
subjugatingthePakistanipeopleresemblesa
neo-Marxist analysis of theworld system.
“Core”statesexploitthoseatthe“periphery”
in an exploitative yet collaborative relation-
shipwith the ruling elite of the peripheral
states.
Rivalpoliticalpartiesthatcollaboratedto

oustKhan’sregimethroughano-confidence
voteareaccusedofworkingat thebehestof
theWestern powers, especially the United
States.TheformerPMhasallegedthattheUS
Assistant Secretary of State, Donald Lu, had
warned of severe consequences for US-
Pakistan relations if he stayed in power.

Echoing the Gramscian idea of a counter-
hegemonicstruggletocreateanewhistorical
bloc, Khan has called upon ordinary
Pakistanis to become activists in thwarting
thecollaborationbetweenthecorruptpoliti-
ciansandtheUS.Thenewly-appointedprime
minister and his coalition partners are la-
belledan“importedgovernment”lackingle-
gitimacyandrequiringaresponsefromthose
who stand for independence, integrity, and
fairness. The Pakistani youth, which com-
prises 60 per cent of the country’s popula-
tion,isallocatedprideofplaceinthisschema:
Theyareurgedtothinkaboutthefuturethey
expectanddeservedespiteall themachina-
tions of the corrupt politicians and the im-
portedgovernment.
Khanhasdelivered thisnarrative insim-

plelanguageeasilyunderstoodbythemasses
inacountrywithaliteracyrateof just60per
cent. He has portrayed himself as a selfless
individualwhodidnotneedtobe inpolitics
but struggled formore than twodecades to
secure true independence for Pakistan and
internationalrespectforit.Repeatedbyother
membersofhiscabinetandthePTI,thisnar-
rativehasprovedsuccessful.Overnight,those
complaining of economicmismanagement
and rising inflation have come out on the
streetsdeclaringtheirsupportforKhanasthe
trueleaderandrejectingthe“importedgov-
ernment”.
However, this narrative is fraughtwith

dangerforPakistan. It runstheriskof further

weakeningthecohesionofasocietyincreas-
inglydividedalongethnic,religious,andsec-
tarian lines, between supporters and oppo-
nentsofjihad,andbetweentheexceptionally
richandpoormasses.Thedefiancenarrative
is dividing the country between supporters
and opponents of ImranKhan—andby ex-
tensionthePTI.Equallyconcerningisthefast-
emerging public anger against themilitary
andthejudiciaryas“collaborators”inousting
Khan as the PM. This angerwas apparent in
responsestoatweet fromDGISPRaboutthe
successfullaunchoftheShaheenIIImissileon
April9.Congratulatorymessageswereinter-
spersedwithextremelycriticalassessmentsof
themilitary’s role and capability to thwart
Pakistan’srealthreats.Accordingtosomere-
ports, dissenting voices are also emerging
withinthemilitary,insistingonKhan'snarra-
tiveastheguidingprincipleforPakistan.Ifthe
fateofnarrativesemployedbyjihadigroupsis
any indication, onceamessagehasbeende-
livered to an audience, someamong the au-
dienceattachtheirownmeaningstothemes-
sage and the ensuing activism does not
necessarily correlate to the intendedaimsof
themasternarrator(s).Khan’snarrativecould
alsomotivatesomegroupstoresorttoactions
with far-reaching implications for civil-mili-
taryrelationsandPakistan’sstability.

Thewriter isDirectorof theCentre for the
StudyofMuslimSocieties inUniversityof

WesternAustralia

After ouster, the push back

Kathmandu is not Colombo
BothNepalandSriLankahavebeenbadlyhitbythepandemic.Butcomparisons

betweenthetwoeconomiesareproblematic

Shankar P Sharma

Samina Yasmeen

CR Sasikumar

FormerPMImranKhan’scomebackbidcanwidenschismsinadividedsociety

BJPmustrememberVivekananda’swords:Each
religionmustassimilatethespiritof theothers

andyetpreserveits individuality
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AIRCRAFT CATCHES FIRE, LEAVES 36 INJURED

PLANEVEERSOFFRUNWAY INCHINA
AChinesepassenger jetveeredoff therunwayduringtakeoffandcaughtfireonThursday,
sendingblacksmokebillowingintotheairandinjuring36people.TheTibetAirlinesflight
with122peopleonboardwasdepartingfromthesouthwesterncityofChongqingfora
flighttoNyingchi inChina’sTibetregion.Videossharedbystatemediashowedthe left
sideof theaircraftonfire.Otherfootageshowedfire truckssprayingwaterontheplane.

AUSTRALIA

Solomonspact
nothreatto
Australia:China
Canberra:AChinese am-
bassador says China’s en-
gagement with South
Pacific island countries
posesnothreattoAustralia,
responding to fears that
Beijingwillestablishamil-
itary foothold in the
Solomon Islands. China’s
envoy to Australia, Xiao
Qian,attemptedtoreassure
his host nation in anews-
paper opinion piece pub-
lished Thursday saying,
“Thecooperationbetween
ChinaandtheSouthPacific
island countries is con-
ducivetopeople’swell-be-
ing onboth sides andwill
by no means threaten
Australia’s security.” PM
ScottMorrisonsaidhedis-
agreedwith theambassa-
dor that “Chinese govern-
ment interference is of no
consequence.” “I think it’s
of great consequence,”
Morrisonsaid. AP

AustralianPMScott
Morrison.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

MYANMAR

Issuingoftourist
visastoresume
after2-yrhiatus
Bangkok:Myanmar an-
nouncedThursday itwill
resume issuing visas for
visitorsinanefforttohelp
itsmoribund tourism in-
dustry,devastatedbythe
pandemicandviolentpo-
litical unrest. Starting on
Sunday, tourist “e-Visas”
will be provided online,
according to a govern-
ment notice in the state-
run Global New Light of
Myanmar newspaper.
Visitorsneedacertificate
of vaccination, negative
results from a Covid-19
RT-PCRtesttakenshortly
before their flight and a
travel insurance policy.
They must also take an
ATK rapid test after ar-
rival. AP

UK

Police:Over100
finesissuedin
‘partygate’probe
London: The number of
finesissuedoverbreaches
ofcoronavirusregulations
at British government of-
fices, including Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s
official residence, has ex-
pandedtomorethan100,
London’s Metropolitan
PoliceforcesaidThursday.
Downing Street has con-
firmedthatBoris Johnson
isnotincludedinthelatest
waveof fines,which start
at around 100 pounds
eachandgethalved to50
poundsifpaidupquickly.
AGENCIES

ISRAEL

4,427 settler
homesapproved:
Rightsgroup
Jerusalem:Israeladvanced
plans for theconstruction
of 4,427 settler homes in
the occupiedWest Bank
onThursday,arightsgroup
said. HagitOfran,anexpert
at the anti-settlement
watchdog group Peace
Now,said amilitaryplan-
ningbodyapproved4,427
housing units at ameet-
ing on Thursday. “The
state of Israel took an-
otherstumbletowardthe
abyss and further deep-
enedtheoccupation,”she
tweeted. Spokespeople
fortheIsraeligovernment
and themilitary body in
chargeofcivilianaffairsin
theWestBankdidnotre-
spond to requests for
comment. AP

REUTERS&PTI
KATHMANDU,MAY12

A 48-YEAR-OLDNepali woman
scaled Mount Everest for the
10thtimeonThursday,breaking
her own record for the most
summits of theworld’s highest
mountain by a female climber,
herhikingcompanysaid.
Lhakpa Sherpa last climbed

the 8,848.86-metre (29,031.69-
foot)mountainin2018.Afellow
Nepali, Kami Rita Sherpa, holds
themen's recordof 26climbs.
"Lhakpahasbrokenherown

record and become the first
woman to achieve10 summits,"
herbrotherMingmaGeluSherpa,
an official of her Seven Summit Clubhikingagency, toldReuters.

A Nepali tourism official,
BhishmaKumar Bhattarai, con-
firmedthatshehadreachedthe
summit. One of 11 children,
Lhakpawas born in the eastern
districtofSankhuwasabha,home
totheworld’sfifthhighestmoun-
tain,Makalu.
Also on Thursday, seven

members of an “All Black
Expedition”comprisingclimbers
fromtheUnitedStatesandKenya
climbed Mount Everest, said
JeevanGhimireof theShangrila-
NepalTrekhikingcompany.
A27-year-old Indianwoman

onThursdaysetarecordforcon-
quering twomountain peaks in
Nepalabove8,000metreswithin
twoweeks. Baljeet Kaur from
HimachalPradeshconqueredMt.

Kanchenjunga (8,586m) on
Thursdaymorning at 4.20 (local
time), saidPasangSherpa,direc-
tor of Peak Promotion Pvt Ltd.
“After successfully scaling the
mountainpeakshehasarrivedat
Camp III and is nowdescending
towards the base camp,” said
Sherpa. Earlier, shehadclimbed
Mt. Annapurna I (8,091m) on
April 28. This is her second
8,000mplusmountain this sea-
son,accordingtoSherpa.
“Now she is preparing to at-

tempt theworld’s highest peak,
Everest and Lhotse (8,516m)
soon,” he said. Last week,
Priyanka Mohite from
Maharashtra became the first
Indianwomantohavescaledfive
peaks,allabove8,000metres.

NEPAL’S LHAKPA CLIMBED EVEREST, INDIAN CLIMBER SCALED 2 PEAKS

Two women Sherpas scale new heights

LhakpaSherpa,44, living in
ConnecticutscaledMount
EverestonThursday.APFile

REUTERS&AP
HELSINKI/KHARKIV,MAY12

FINLAND SAID on Thursday it
wouldapplytojoinNATO“with-
out delay”, with Sweden ex-
pectedtofollow,asRussia’sinva-
sionofUkrainelookedsettobring
about the very expansion of the
Westernmilitary alliance that
VladimirPutinaimedtoprevent.
The decision by the two

Nordiccountriestoabandonthe
neutrality they maintained
throughout theColdWarwould
be one of the biggest shifts in
European security in decades.
Finland’s announcement an-
gered Kremlin,which called it a
directthreattoRussiaandthreat-
enedanunspecifiedresponse.
NATOSecretary-General Jens

StoltenbergsaidtheFinnswould
be “warmly welcomed” and
promised an accession process
thatwouldbe“smoothandswift”.
“Finland must apply for

NATOmembershipwithoutde-
lay,”PresidentSauliNiinistoand
PrimeMinisterSannaMarinsaid
ina joint statement.
AskedwhetherFinland’sac-

cession posed a direct threat to
Russia, Kremlin spokesman
DmitryPeskovsaid: “Definitely.
NATOexpansiondoesnotmake
our continentmore stable and
secure.“Thiscannotfailtoarouse
ourregret,andisareasonforcor-
responding symmetrical re-
sponses on our side,” Peskov
added.Russia’sForeignMinistry

warned thecountrywould take
retaliatory “military-technical”
steps and said themovewould
“inflict a serious damage to the
Russian-Finnishrelationsaswell
as stability and security in
NorthernEurope.”

TheUNHumanRightsCouncil
passeda resolutiononThursday
tosetupaninvestigationintopos-
siblewarcrimesbyRussiantroops
inKyiv andbeyond, amove that
Russiasaidamountedtopolitical
score-settling.

AnapartmentbuildingdamagedbyRussianshelling in
Bakhmut,Donetsk,onThursday.AP

Thefirstdirect imageof SagittariusA*, theblackholeat thecentreof theMilkyWay.NYT

AAMERMADHANI
WASHINGTON,MAY12

USPRESIDENTJoeBidenishost-
ing leaders fromtheAssociation
ofSoutheastAsianNationsashis
administration makes an ex-
tendedefforttodemonstratethat
the US hasn’t lost focus on the
Pacific evenwhile dealingwith
Russia’s invasionofUkraine.
Biden will begin his talks

over dinner Thursday evening
with leaders from the eight
ASEAN nations attending the
two-day summit. It will be the
group’s first meeting at the
White House. Leaderswill take
part inmore formal talks at the
StateDepartmentonFriday.
The ASEANnations include

Brunei,Cambodia,Indonesia,Laos,
Malaysia,Singapore,Thailandand
Vietnam. Leaders fromtheother
twoASEANmembers,Myanmar
and the Philippines, are not ex-
pectedtoattendthesummit.
The special summit in

WashingtoncomesbeforeBiden
departs nextweek for awhirl-
wind visit to South Korea and
Japan—his first visit to Asia as
president— for talkswith those
two countries’ leaders. He’ll also
meetduringthetripwithleaders
fromtheIndo-Pacificstrategical-
liancewiththeU.S.knownasthe
Quad:Australia, IndiaandJapan.
Biden has sought to put

greater focus on the Quad and
improvingrelationswithPacific
nations in the early going of his
presidency as he sees a rising
China as themost threatening
economic andnational security
adversary to theUS. AP

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,MAY12

OPPOSITIONLEADERandformer
premier RanilWickremesinghe
wassworn-inasSriLanka’s26th
primeminister on Thursday to
stabilise the country’s debt-rid-
deneconomyandendthepolit-
icalturmoil,adevelopmentwel-
comed by India, which said it
looks forward toworkingwith
thenewgovernment.
Wickremesinghe was

sworn-in as PM by President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, days after
his predecessor Mahinda
Rajapaksawas forced to resign
following violent protests over
theworsteconomiccrisis in the
islandnation.
The 73-year-old United

NationalParty(UNP)leadertook
over as the PM as the country
waswithoutagovernmentsince
Monday when Gotabaya
Rajapaksa'selderbrotherandPM
MahindaRajapaksaresigned.
“Mybestwishestothenewly

appointed PM of #LKA,
@RW_UNP,who stepped up to
takeon challengingtaskofsteer-
ingourcountrythroughaturbu-
lenttime.I lookforwardtowork-

ingtogetherwithhimtomakeSri
Lanka strong again,” President
Gotabayatweeted.
Mahinda was quick to con-

gratulated Wickremesinghe,
saying that he wishes him all
the best as he navigates “these
troubled times.”
Members of the ruling Sri

Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP), a section of the main
Opposition Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB) and several
other parties have expressed
their support for
Wickremesinghe, sources said.
Meanwhile, Sri Lankan

Parliamentwilldebateano-con-
fidencemotionagainstPresident
Gotabaya on May 17, the
Speaker's Office confirmed on
Thursday. The decision was
taken during the party leaders'
meetingonThursday.

Mahinda, 16 others
can’t travel abroad

Biden hosts
ASEAN, looks
to show Pacific
commitment

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
SEOUL,MAY12

NORTH KOREA imposed a na-
tionwidelockdownThursdayto
control its first acknowledged
Covid-19outbreakafterholding
for more than two years to a
widely doubted claim of a per-
fectrecordkeepingoutthevirus
that has spread to nearly every
place in theworld.
The outbreak forced leader

Kim Jong Un towear amask in
public, likely for the first time
since the start of the pandemic,
butthescaleoftransmissionsin-
sideNorth Koreawasn’t imme-
diately known. A failure to slow
infections could have serious
consequencesbecausethecoun-
tryhasapoorhealthcaresystem
andits26millionpeoplearebe-
lievedtobemostlyunvaccinated.

SomeexpertssayNorthKorea,by
itsrareadmissionofanoutbreak,
maybeseekingoutsideaid.
However, hours after North

Korea confirmed the outbreak,
SouthKorea’smilitarysaiditde-
tected theNorthhad fired three
suspected ballistic missiles to-
ward the sea. It was its 16th

round of missile launches this
year, in brinkmanship aimed at
forcing the United States to ac-
cept North Korea as a nuclear
power and negotiate sanctions
relief and other concessions
fromapositionof strength.
The official Korean Central

NewsAgency said tests of virus
samplescollectedSundayfroman
unspecified number of people
with fevers in the capital,
Pyongyang,confirmedtheywere
infectedwiththeomicronvariant.
In response, Kim called at a

ruling party Politburomeeting
forathoroughlockdownofcities
and counties and said work-
places should be isolated by
units to block the virus from
spreading. He urged health
workers to step up disinfection
effortsatworkplacesandhomes
andmobilise reserve medical
supplies.

KIMORDERSLOCKDOWN

NorthKoreanleaderKim
JongUnattendsameetingof
theCentralCommittee in
Pyongyang on Thursday.AP

THENEWYORKTIMES
JERUSALEM,MAY12

THEPALESTINIANAuthoritysaid
onThursdaythatithaddeclined
a request to give Israeli officials
thebullet that killedAbuAkleh,
a PalestinianAmerican journal-
ist forAl Jazeerawhowaskilled
in theoccupiedWestBankdur-
ingan Israeli raid.
Hussein al-Sheikh, the

Palestinian official who helps
overseetheauthority’srelation-

shipwiththeIsraeligovernment,
said it would investigate Abu
Akleh’sdeathindependently,re-
jecting Israeli calls for a joint in-
quiryand for thebullet tobeas-
sessed in an Israeli laboratory.
Al-Sheikh also accused Israeli
soldiersofkilling AbuAkleh,dis-
missing Israeli claims that the
journalistmayhave beenhit by
Palestinian fire.
Palestinian officials say that

Israelcannotbetrustedtoinves-
tigatethekilling,whileIsraeliof-
ficials say that the Palestinians

are refusing to provide the bul-
let inorder toobscure itsorigin.
Al-Sheikh’scommentscame

as Palestinians gathered in
Ramallah, the authority’s ad-
ministrative hub in the West
Bank, for Abu Akleh’s funeral
procession, which winded
through the city toward the
headquarters of the authority’s
president,MahmoudAbbas.
Palestinianofficialshavecon-

ducted an autopsy of Ms. Abu
Akleh’sbody,buthadnotreleased
itsfindingsbyThursdaymorning.

SETHBORENSTEIN
WASHINGTON,MAY12

THEWORLD’S first imageof the
chaoticsupermassiveblackhole
at the center of our ownMilky
Waygalaxydoesn’tportrayavo-
racious cosmic destroyer but
what astronomers Thursday
calleda“gentlegiant”onanear-
starvationdiet.
Astronomers believe nearly

all galaxies, including our own,
have these giant black holes at
their center, where light and
mattercannotescape,makingit
extremelyhard toget imagesof
them. Light gets bent and
twisted around by gravity as it
getssuckedintotheabyssalong
withsuperheatedgasanddust.

Thecolorisedimageunveiled
Thursdayisfromtheinternational
consortium behind the Event
HorizonTelescope,acollectionof
eight synchronised radio tele-
scopesaroundtheworld.Previous
efforts to capture a good image
foundtheblackholetoojumpy.
“Itburbledandgurgledaswe

looked at it,” the University of
Arizona’s FeryalOzel said
She described it as a “gentle

giant” while announcing the
breakthrough alongwith other
astronomers involved in the
project. It alsoconfirmedAlbert
Einstein’s general theory of rel-
ativitybybeingpreciselythesize
thatEinstein’sequationsdictate.
This one is about the size of the
orbitofMercuryaroundoursun.
Blackholesgobbleupgalactic

materialbutOzel said thisone is
“eatingverylittle.” It’s theequiv-
alent to a person eating a single
grainofriceovermillionsofyears,
anotherastronomersaid.
“It is the cowardly lion of

black holes,” said project scien-
tistGeoffreyC.BowerofTaiwan’s
Academia Sinica Institute of
AstronomyandAstrophysics.
TheMilkyWay black hole is

called Sagittarius A(asterisk),
near the border of Sagittarius
andScorpiusconstellations. It is
4 million times more massive
thanoursun.This isnot the first
black hole image. The same
group released the first one in
2019anditwasfromagalaxy53
million light-years away that is
1,500 timesbigger than theone
inourgalaxy. AP

EVENTHORIZONTELESCOPECAUGHTSIGHTOF ‘UNSEEABLE’

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,MAY12

PAKISTAN’S PARLIAMENT on
Thursdayunanimouslypasseda
resolutiondenouncingthealleged
Indian attempt of demographic
changesinKashmirthroughade-
limitationcommission.
Foreign Minister Bilawal

Bhutto Zardari, whomoved the
resolution, said the alleged
Indianmove is aimed at artifi-
cially altering the electoral
strengthof theMuslimmajority
in J&K, state-owned Radio
Pakistanreported.Thedelimita-
tion panel lastweek notified its
final report giving six additional
assemblyseatstotheJammure-
gion and one to the Kashmir
Valley. PTI

Amid first Covid outbreak, North
Korea fires three ballistic missiles

Colombo:A Sri Lankan court on
Thursday imposed a ban on
overseastravelonformerprime
ministerMahindaRajapaksa,his
son andMP Namal Rajapaksa
and15others inviewof investi-
gations against them for the
deadly attack on peaceful anti-
government protesters in
Colombo this week. The Fort
Magistrate’s Court asked them
to surrender their passports to
the courtdue to theprobes tak-
ing place on the attacks on the
GotaGoGama and
MynaGoGama peaceful protest
sitesonMonday. PTI

Colombo: Sri Lanka’s President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa said on
Thursday that the abolition of
the executive presidency, a
move thatwill curbhispowers,
will be considered by
Parliament. Abolishing the
presidential system of gover-
nance and replacing it with a
systemthatreinforcesconstitu-
tionaldemocracy,hasbeenone
of the key demands of the
Opposition. “Stepswillbetaken
toformanewgovtopreventthe
countryfallingintoanarchy&to
maintain the affairs of the state
that have come to a halt,”
Gotabaya saidonTwitter. PTI

UNTOSETUP INQUIRY INTOPOSSIBLE WARCRIMES

WhatitmeansforRussia

PUTINHASde-
mandedthatNATO
stopexpandingand
inhisMay9speech
blamedtheWest for
thewar. If Finland joins, it
woulddouble the lengthof
thealliance’sborderwith
Russia, addinga further
1,300kilometers (830
miles) forMoscowtode-

fend.Putinhas
promiseda“military,
technical” response if
they join. So far,
Moscowisdoing

nothingobvious todissuade
the two.TheKremlinsaid
Thursday that its response
coulddependonhowclose
NATOinfrastructuremoves
towardRussia’sborders.

PresidentGotabaya
Rajapaksa, right,withRanil
Wickremesingheduringthe
oathtakingceremony.AP

SAMUELPETREQUIN
BRUSSELS,MAY12

THE EUROPEAN Commission
proposed helping Ukraine ex-
port its wheat and other grains
by rail, road and river to get
around a Russian blockade of
Black Sea ports, which is pre-
venting those critical supplies
fromreachingpartsof theworld
at riskof food insecurity.
The EU’s executive arm said

the plan aims to establish alter-
native routes and ease conges-
tion between borders that also
shouldfacilitategettinghuman-
itarian aid and other goods into
thewar-torncountry.
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

has provoked disruptions of
global food supplies, with both
countries two of the world’s
biggestexportersofwheat,bar-
leyandsunfloweroil.
“Twenty million tons of

grains have to leave Ukraine in
lessthanthreemonthsusingthe
EU infrastructure,” said Adina
Valean, EU commissioner for
transport. “This isagigantesque
challenge,soit isessential toco-
ordinateandoptimisethelogis-
tic chains, put in place new
routes, and avoid, as much as
possible, thebottlenecks.” AP

Russia vows response as Finland
seeks NATO seat without delay

EU plan to help
get wheat from
Ukraine to world

Will consider curbs
on power: Gotabaya

No-trustmotion
tobediscussed
inParliament
onMay17

RanilWickremesinghe
returns as Lanka PM

Astronomers capture 1st image
of Milky Way’s huge black hole

Pak Parliament
denounce J&K
delimitation

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,MAY12

NEPAL WILL hold elections to
the local bodies for the second
time after a new constitution
waspromulgated inSeptember
2015onFriday.
A little less than 18million

voterswill elect around 35,000
officebearers, includingmayors
and deputymayors of sixmet-
ropolitan, 16 sub-metropolitan
and 753 'Gaupalikas' (village
units) across thecountry.
The elections are being

fought under twogroups of po-
litical alliance, with Nepali
Congress-led five party ruling

coalition,whichalsohasMaoist
Partyaspartof itononeside,and
K P Oli 's Communist Party of
Nepal UnifiedMarxist Leninist
ontheother. Thepro-monarchy
Rashtriya Janata Party and
prominent individuals are also
in the frayatmanyplaces.
TheElectionCommissionhas

sofaraskedforclarificationfrom
key political leaders andMaoist
leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda andNepali Congress
leader and Prime Minister
Deuba'swifeArzuRana. TheEC
also statedworry over violation
of codeandconduct.
Theoutcomeof thepoll isex-

pectedwithinaweekaftertheday
-longvotingendsonFriday.

Nepal local bodies poll
today, violation of code
of conduct worries EC

Killing of journalist: Palestinians
reject Israel offer for joint probe

New Delhi
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ONTHURSDAY,officialdatarevealedthatre-
tail inflation had grown by 7.8% in April. In
otherwords, the general price level Indian
consumersfacedwasalmost8%higherthan
itwas inApril lastyear.
Thisisnotonlythehighestrateinthelast

eightyearsbutalsoalmosttwicetheinflation
rate targeted by the Reserve Bank of India.
Accordingtolaw,sinceOctober2016,theRBI
is required tomaintain retail inflation at a
level of 4%; it is, however, given a leeway of
twopercentagepointsoneitherside—thatis,
inaparticularmonth,inflationcaneitherfall
as lowas2%orriseasmuchas6%.

Is theAprilspikebecauseofUkraine?
WhilethewarinUkraineandtheassoci-

ated inflation via higher prices of crude oil
are a significant contributor, April’s high in-
flationdataisneitherunexpectednoraone-
off spike.
Retail inflation has been high since

October2019andhas,infact,touchedthe4%
markjustoncesincethen.Inallothermonths,
ithasbeennotonlybeenhigherthan4%but
regularlybreachedthe6%mark.
April’s inflation is the seventh straight

month when inflation rate has gone up.
Further, inflation in Indiahasbeenabove6%
since the start of 2022 (beforeRussia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine happened in February) and
theeventualpass-throughofthehighercrude
oil prices to domestic consumers (which
started happening in lateMarch after elec-
tionsto fiveAssemblieswerecompleted).
Whatisworseisthatmostanalystsexpect

retailinflationtoremainoutsidethatcomfort
zone(6%)fortherestof theyearaswell.

So,whatisdrivinginflation?
Headlineinflationhasbeenabovethe4%

marksince2019-20—theyearwhenthecur-
rentNarendraModigovernmentwonitssec-
ondterm.Headlineinflationiscalculatedus-
ingtheConsumerPriceIndex.Thisindexhad
different categories with varyingweights.
Therearethreemaincategories:
FOOD ITEMS, which account for 46%of

the index;

FUEL&LIGHT,withaweightof7%;
CORE,allotheritems,whichmakeupthe

remaining47%.
Given the differentweights, it is impor-

tanttounderstandthata10%increaseinfood
itemswillobviouslyraisetheoverallinflation
farmorethana10%increase in fuelprices.
Astheyearshaverolledby,overallinflation

hasbeendrivenbymoreandmorefactors. In
2019-20,whenoverall inflationwas4.8%, the
mainreasonwasa6%spikeinfoodprices.
And in 2020-21,when the pandemic hit

the economy, food prices rose by an even
larger factor (7.3%) and even core inflation
roseby5.5%.
Butuntilthen,fuelpriceinflationwasstill

low—1.3%in2019-20and2.7%in2020-21.In
2021-22, theyearwhen theglobal economy
startedrecoveringsharply,eventhoughfood
price inflationmoderated to 4%, fuel prices
roseby11.3%andcoreinflationwentupto6%.
Inthecurrentfinancialyear,itisestimated

thatallthreecomponentswillexperiencean

inflationrateof6%ormore.

Whataretheeffectsofhighinflation?
In the short term, inflation createswin-

ners and losers, but in theeventual analysis,
everyonesuffers if it stayspersistentlyhigh.
Someof the likely impactsof inflation:
■ It reduces people’s purchasing power.

Giventheactualobservedinflationaswellas
theexpectedinflationinthecurrentyear,the
generalprice level at theendof 2022would
bearound25%higherthanitwasatthestart
of 2019. Even in normal times, this would
have restricted people's ability to purchase
things, but coupledwith reduced incomes
and job losses, householdswould struggle
evenmore. The poor are theworst affected
because they have little buffer to sustain
throughlongperiodsofhigh inflation.

■Itreducesoveralldemand.Theeventual
fallout of reduced purchasing power is that
consumers demand fewer goods and serv-
ices. Typically, non-essential demands such

asavacationgetcurtailedwhilehouseholds
focusontheessentials.

■ It harms savers and helps borrowers.
High inflation eats away the real interest
earnedfromkeepingone’smoneyinthebank
or similar savings instruments. Earninga6%
nominal interest from a savings deposit ef-
fectivelymeans earning no interest if infla-
tion is at 6%. By the reverse logic, borrowers
are better off when inflation rises because
theyenduppayingalower“real”interestrate.

■ Ithelpsthegovernmentmeetdebtob-
ligations. Intheshort term, thegovernment,
which is the single largest borrower in the
economy, benefits from high inflation.
Inflationalsoallowsthegovernmenttomeet
itsfiscaldeficittargets.Fiscaldeficitlimitsare
is expressed as a percentage of the nominal
GDP.AsthenominalGDPrisesbecauseof in-
flation (without necessarily implying an in-
crease in overall production), the same
amountof fiscaldeficit (borrowing)become
asmallerpercentageof theGDP.

■Mixedresultsforcorporateprofitability.
In the short term, corporates, especially the
largeanddominantones,couldenjoyhigher
profitabilitybecausetheymightbe inaposi-
tion to pass on the prices to consumers. But
formanycompanies,especiallysmallerones,
persistentlyhigherinflationwillreducesales
andprofitabilitybecauseof lowerdemand.

■Itworsenstheexchangerate.Highinfla-
tionmeanstherupeeislosingitspowerand,
if the RBI doesn’t raise interest rates fast
enough,investorswillincreasinglystayaway
because of reduced returns. For instance, as
of Thursday, the return on a 10-year
Government of India bond,which is essen-
tially a risk-free investment, was 7.2%. But
with inflationat7.8%, this impliesanegative
rateof return.

■ It leads toexpectationsof higher infla-
tion. Persistently high inflation changes the
psychology of people. People expect future
pricestobehigheranddemandhigherwages.
Butthis,inturn,createsitsownspiralof infla-
tionascompaniestrytopricegoodsandserv-
icesevenhigher.
ThewayoutisfortheRBItoraiseinterest

ratesinacrediblefashion.Thedifficultyisthat
raising interest ratesat thecurrent juncture,
whengrowthisiffy,couldleadtoconcernsof
stagflation.
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AMONTHago,inaninterviewtoTheIndian
Express, Ranil Wickremesinghe said he
would“stayout” if askedtobecomePrime
Minister of Sri Lanka again, as he did not
have the numbers to form a government.
Wickremesingheisthesolememberofhis
UnitedNationalParty(UNP)inparliament.
“Ihavenotbeenasked(tobecomePrime

Minister) and even if I were, I would stay
out. Becausewhat can I do? I’m a party of
one, how can you run an administration
withone?Parliamentmeansyoumusthave
support.Andnumbers.Onlythepartywith
the largest numbers forms [the govern-
ment]. I haven’t got that,”hesaid.
On Thursday, Wickremesinghe was

sworn in as PrimeMinister, proving that if
aweek isa long time inpolitics, amonth is
anera.
Soon afterward, responding to a ques-

tion from a British journalist on how he
could claim amandate to run the country
withhis singleparliamentary seat, he shot
back: “In 1939, (Winston) Churchill had
only fourmembers backing him. Howdid
hebecomethePrimeMinisterthen?Ihave

done thesame.Knowyourhistory.”
This isWickremesinghe’s fifth time in

theoffice.Eachofhisearliertermswastrun-
cated,andontwoofthoseoccasionshewas
dismissedbythePresident—byChandrika
Kumaratunga in 2004, andbyMaithripala
Sirisenain2018.AsPrimeMinisterofanin-
terim government, his fifth term is also
likely tobeshort.
In2002,Wickremesinghe

negotiated a ceasefire agree-
ment with the Liberation
TigersofTamilEelam.Thewar
was the biggest challenge to
Sri Lanka’s existence as a na-
tion then. He did not survive
in office long enough to see
theceasefirecollapse.Butthe
presenteconomic-politicalcrisismayprove
tobehisbiggest challengeyet.
Hisappointmenthasbeengreetedwith

reliefbythosewhoseehimasasafepairof
hands to provide political stability, paving
thewayforaresolutiontotheeconomiccri-
sis.AsPMfrom2015to2018,henegotiated
a$1.5bnbailoutfromtheIMFtoavertabal-
ance of payments crisis.Wickremesinghe,
a nephew of the late President J R
Jayewardene, who turned Sri Lanka into a
free market economy, shares his uncle’s

economic views, inspiring confidence
among international partners and the old
businessandpolitical elitesof Colombo.
Amongthefirsttocongratulatehimwas

theUSAmbassadortoSriLankaJulieChang.
“Looking forward to working with Ranil
Wickremesinghe. His appointment as
PrimeMinister, andthequick formationof

an inclusive government, are
first steps to addressing the
crisisandpromotingstability.
We encourage meaningful
progressat the IMFand long-
term solutions thatmeet the
needs of all Sri Lankans,” she
tweeted.
But even as he gets down

to work on the economy,
Wickremesinghewill be expected to ad-
dressthepoliticalcrisiscentredonthepop-
ularangeragainsttheRajapaksafamilyand
the demand that President Gotabaya
Rajapaksamuststepdown—orherisksbe-
ingseenasacollaboratorwitharegimethat
hasrunoutofpoliticalcapital.“GoGotaGo”
couldeasilybecome“GoRanilGo”.
There was disbelief among the

GoGotaGo protesters on Thursday that a
leaderwhosepartyhad failed towinasin-
gleseat inthe2020elections,andwhohad

made it to parliament as a nominated
member (every party gets to nominate
membersonthebasisof itsvoteshare—the
UNPgot tonominateonememberwith its
2.15%),hadbeenmadePrimeMinister.
TheUNPwaswipedoutbecauseof the

collapse of Wickremesinghe’s 2015-18
term in office along with President
Sirisena, thedeadlockbetweenthemcon-
tributing to the failure to prevent the
Easter terrorist bombings of 2019.
Wickremesingheisalsoblamedfor failing
topunishakeymemberofhisgovernment

in a case of financial fraud known as the
Central Bankbonds scam.
ThefactisWickremesinghe’ssupportin

parliamentwill comefromthediscredited
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna, the
Rajapaksapolitical vehicle. SLPPmembers
whooweallegiancetoMahindaRajapaksa,
formhiscabinetCabinet.As if tounderline
this, withinminutes ofWickremesinghe’s
appointment, Rajapaksa, who resigned as
PrimeMinisteronMonday--and ishiding
from angry protesters at the Trincomalee
naval base, andhasbeenbarredbya court
from leaving the country -- sent his felici-
tations. “Congratulations to the newly ap-
pointedPrimeMinisterof Sri Lanka. Iwish
youall thebestasyounavigate these trou-
bled times.”
As he left the Gangaramaya Temple in

Colombo where he had gone to offer
prayers soon after being sworn in,
Wickremesinghewasswarmedwithques-
tions about why he was supporting
PresidentGotabayaRajapaksa.
“You all voted for him, and now you

want him to go home. I also don’tmind if
he goes home, butmywork is to see that
everyone inthecountryhasenoughtoeat,
thatthereisnoshortageof fuelorpowerin
the country. What do you want?”

Wickremesinghe bounced the question
back to themedia scrum.
ButthequestionwillreturnonTuesday,

whenanoppositionno-confidencemotion
against the President is to be taken up in
Parliament.Thoughthereisnoprovisionin
the Constitution for such amotion — the
Presidentcanberemovedonlybyimpeach-
ment — the Speaker allowed it to be sub-
mittedasa “motionof displeasure”.
The Samagi Jana Balewegaya, a party

made upmainly of former UNPmembers
whorebelledagainstWickremesingheun-
der the leadership of Sajith Premadasa, is
spearheading the no-confidencemotion.
With52members,Premadasaistheleader
of theopposition in theHouse.
Premadasa had refused to take up the

PrimeMinistership of an interim govern-
mentuntilPresidentRajapaksacommitted
to stepping down. Premadasa wants the
presidency abolished. The Rajapaksa deal
withWickremesinghemay have scuttled
hisplans.
PresidentRajapaksahashintedinanad-

dress to the nation that he is ready to roll
backsomeofhispresidentialpowerstogive
the interim administration a free hand.
However,demandsforhisresignationcon-
tinueunabatedonthestreetsof Colombo.

Rising inflation: cause, effect
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

InflationinApril isat itshighest inthelast8years,andalmosttwicetheRBI’s target.A lookatthefactors
thathavekept inflationhighsinceOctober2019,andhowit impactsconsumersandtheeconomy.

THE SHARP outflow of foreign portfolio in-
vestor(FPI)moneyfromIndianmarketsamid
concernsoverglobalgrowth, rising inflation
andmonetary tightening by central banks
hasacceleratedthefall inequitymarkets.
Anticipating a spike in inflation in April,

which came at 7.8%, the Sensex at the
BombayStockExchange fell by1,158points
or 2.1% on Thursday to close at 52,930— its
lowestlevelsinceMarch7whenithadclosed
at52,842.TheSensexhaslost4,045points,or
7%,overthelastseventradingsessionsasFPIs
withdrewanet of Rs 23,670 crore since the

ReserveBankof Indiaannouncedasurprise
hike of 40basis points in repo rates onMay
4. Since October, FPIs have pulled out a net
of Rs1,86,089crore.
In the same period that the Sensex has

shed 7%, the Dow Jones Industrial in the
UnitedStatestoohaslost7%sincetheFederal
Reserve hiked interest rates by 50 basis
points onMay 4. The Hang Seng in Hong
Kong has lost 8.2%, the Nikkei in Japan 4%,
andDax inGermany3.4%.

The concerns
Market sentiments have been negative

for now amid apprehensions that the RBI
couldgo fora seriesof ratehikes tokeep in-
flation under check. The Fed has already
hikedrates twice in the last twomonths, by
25 basis points in March and by 50 basis
points lastweek.
Aspikeininterestrateswillhurtnotonly

consumption in the economy but also the
margins of listed entities. If higher costs of
rawmaterials will impactmargins, higher

interest rateswill raise the cost of funds for
companies, hurting their profitability in
comingquarters.
As the April CPI inflation hit an eight-

year high of 7.8%, the credit ratings agency
CRISILsaid in its report, “Weexpect theRBI
toraisereporatesbyanother75-100bps in
therestof this fiscal.Thismovecannotbring
down food or fuel inflation, but can help
check itsgeneralisationbycurbingthesec-
ond-roundeffects.”
A report by Kotak Institutional equities

said that in 2022, from hereon, RBI could
raise repo rate by 90-110 basis points. So,
growthexpectationsarelikelytomoderatein
linewith the rate hikes, whichwill closely
followthe inflation trajectory.

Wheremarkets are headed
Withcentralbanksexpectinginflationto

remainelevatedforsometime,theyarelikely
to continuewithmeasures to keep it under
check.WithnoendinsightyettoRussia’swar
againstUkraine,thegeopoliticalsituationwill

continue to hurt global economies and eq-
uitymarkets.FurtherratehikeswillpushFPIs
tomove out of emerging economies,which
willhaveabearingonthesemarketsandtheir
currencies. So,with themarkets likely to re-
main under pressure, investorswill have to
waitandseehowtheinflationsituationpans
outover thenext fewmonths.
However, even as the markets fall, in-

vestors should take the cue fromwhat do-
mestic institutional investors (DIIs) have
been doing. InMay, while FPIs have pulled
out a net of around Rs 25,000 crore from
Indianequities,DIIshaveinvestedanetofRs
23,565crore.AndsinceOctober2021,against
a net FPI outflow of Rs 1.86 lakh crore, DIIs
have invested2.24 lakhcrore.
So, retail investors can go for long-term

valueinvestingasnetassetvalueshavefallen
andseveralblue-chipstocksare tradingata
significant discount. Investors need to be
cautiousandgoforhigh-qualitycompanies,
and should put in theirmoney only if they
canremain invested for3-5years.
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AVARANASIcourtonThursdayorderedthat
thevideosurveyoftheGyanvapiMosquelo-
catednext to theKashiVishwanathTemple
beresumedandareportsubmittedbyMay
17.Thecourthadorderedtheinspectionlast
monthon apetitionby fiveHinduwomen
seeking round-the-year access toprayat “a
shrine behind the western wall of the
mosquecomplex”,buttheexercisehadbeen
halted after allegations of biasweremade
againsttheofficial incharge.
The site is currently opened forHindu

prayersonceayear—onthefourthdayofthe
chaitranavratriinApril.Thepetitionershave
alsosoughtpermissiontopraytoother“vis-
ibleandinvisibledeitieswithintheoldtem-
plecomplex”.

Themosque
TheGyanvapiMosqueisbelievedtohave

been built in 1669 during the reign of the
Mughal emperorAurangzeb,whoordered
thedemolitionoftheexistingVishweshwar
templeanditsreplacementbyamosque.This
isalsomentionedinthe1937bookHistoryof
Benares:FromtheEarliestTimesDownto1937
by AS Altekar, who was head of the
Department of Ancient IndianHistory and
CultureatBanarasHinduUniversity.
The plinth of the templewas left un-

touched, andservedas thecourtyardof the
mosque.Oneofthewallstoowasspared,and
itbecametheqiblawall,themostornateand
importantwallinamosquethatfacesMecca.
Materialfromthedestroyedtemplewasused
tobuildthemosque.
Thenameof themosque is said tohave

derivedfromanadjoiningwell,theGyanvapi,
orWellofKnowledge.
Anoldsculptureof theNandibull inside

the compound of the present Kashi
Vishwanath Temple faces thewall of the
mosque insteadof the sanctumsanctorum
of the temple. It is believed thatNandi is in
fact, facing the sanctumsanctorumof the
originalVishweshwartemple.

The temple
Formorethan100yearsafterthemosque

wasbuilt,therewasnotempleatthesite.The
presentKashiVishwanathTemplewasbuilt
inthe18thcenturybyRaniAhilyabaiHolkar
of Indore, immediately to the south of the
mosque.Overthedecadesitemergedasone
ofthemostprominentandreveredcentresof
theHindureligion.
ManyHindushavelongbelievedthatthe

original lingam of the erstwhile
Vishweshwar templewas hidden by the
priests inside the Gyanvapi well during
Aurangzeb’s raid—whichhas fired thede-
siretoconductpujaandritualsatthesacred
placewherethemosquenowstands.

Theclaims
Fromtime to time, petitionershave laid

claim to themosque, saying it remains the
original sacredplaceofHinduworship.The
VHP’sRamTemplemovementaimedto“lib-
erate”, apart from the Ramjanmabhoomi
Temple-BabriMasjid site in Ayodhya, the
Kashi-Vishwanath Temple-Gyanvapi
mosque site and the Shri Krishna
JanmabhoomiinMathuraaswell.
ThePlacesofWorship(SpecialProvisions)

Act,1991—whichmandatesthatthenature
of all places of worship, except the one in
Ayodhyathatwasthenunderlitigation,shall
bemaintainedas itwasonAugust15, 1947,
andthatnoencroachmentofanysuchplace
priortothedatecanbechallengedincourts—
appliestothedisputedcomplexinVaranasi.
InApril2021,FastTrackCourtCivilJudge

(SeniorDivision) Ashutosh Tiwari ordered
theDirectorGeneral of theArchaeological
Surveyof India to“getacomprehensivear-
chaeological physical survey” done of the
Kashi Vishwanath Temple-Gyanvapi
Mosquecomplexto“findoutastowhether
thereligiousstructurestandingatpresentat
thedisputedsiteisasuperimposition,alter-
ationoradditionorthereisastructuralover-
lapping of any kind,with or over, any reli-
giousstructure”.
ThemosqueisnotanASI-protectedsite,

andtheASIhasnoroleinitsmaintenanceor
upkeep.
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TheGyanvapiMosque,withtheKashi-VishwanathTemple intheforeground.
RenukaPuri

RanilWickremesingheataBuddhist
temple inColomboafterhewas
sworninasPMonThursday.Reuters
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Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II Pinki Kumari alias Pinki Tiwari
D/oSh. JitendraDutt Pandey
W/oSh. SantKumar Tiwari R/o
FlatNo. 339, Kautilya
Apartment, Pocket-B, Sector-
14, Dwarka, N.S.I.T.Dwarka,
SouthWestDelhi, Delhi-110078
have changedmyname to
Pinki Tiwari for all purposes.

0040613419-7

II PalakGargD/o-Sh.Mahesh
ChandGargR/o-CD-163,
Pitampura, Delhi-34 have
changedmynameafter
marriage toPalak JainW/o-
Sh.Archit Jain for all purposes.

0040613431-1

II LoveBansal being father of
MinorAlbhyBansal R/o 1/209
First Floor Sec 1Vaishali
Ghaziabadhave changedmy
minor sonname fromAlabhya
Bansal toAlbhyBansal

0050196781-1

II HiteshS/oSh. BhiramSingh
R/oH.No.57, NearGold Souk,
Sector-44, Kanhai, Gurugram,
Haryana-122003have changed
thenameofmyminor son from
AshokKumar toAdwitya for all
purposes. 0040613419-8

II DimpleBhola S/o-Bodhraj
BholaR/o-B-342, Prashant
Vihar, Delhi-110085have
changedmyname toDimple
Kumar for all purposes.

0040613432-1

I,VinayAggrawal,S/o-Surender
Kumar,H.No-118, Top-
Floor,Pocket.A-2, Sector-
3,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyMinor Son’s
name,fromHridayVinay
Aggrawal toHridayAggrawal.

0040613489-5

I,VAISHALI RANADE,Spouse
of,MAKARANDRANADE,
resident of,C-II/76,Moti-Bagh-
I,SouthMoti-Bagh, South
West-Delhi,Delhi-110021,have
changedmyname,from
VAISHALI RANADE toVAISHALI
MAKARANDRANADE,vide-
affidavit DL30980242780091U
dated-11-May.22.

0040613425-9

I,Sushila Pachar,W/oDaya
ChandR/o 104,Anand
Nagar,SirsaRoad,Jaipur
(Rajasthan),have changedmy
nameSushila for all Purposes.

0040613489-2

I,PoojaRani,W/o Rajnish
Sharma,R/oH.No.634 P, Sector-
10,Gurgaon (Haryana), have
changedmyname toPooja
Sharma,for all Purposes.

0040613489-3

I,MOHAMMADNADIM,
S/O.MOHAMMADSALIM,ADD-
1450,GALIMASJID SAYYED
RAFAICHITLIQABAR,JAMA
MASJID,DELHI-110006,changed
myname toMOHD
NADEEM,permanently.

0040613485-2

I,DevenderKumar,S/o Late
KrishanLal,R/o-BG-1/162,2nd-
Floor,Paschim-Vihar,West-
Delhi-110063,declare that
nameofminehasbeen
mentionedasDevenderKumar
Dua inmychildrenacademic-
records. ThatDevenderKumar
andDevenderKumarDuaare
thenamesof oneand the same
person. 0040613423-3

I,Chander Shakhar,S/oPanna
Lal,R/oA-1/347,Sector-
55,BehindG.P.S.School,
Post,Sector-
56,Gurgaon(Haryana) -
122001,have changedmyname
toChander Shekhar
Kushwaha. 0040613489-1

I,ANOOP,S/O.RAJENDRA
KUMAR,ADD-C-136, GALINO-5
SHASTRI PARK,NORTHEAST
DELHI-110053.Changedmy
name toANOOPSHARMA.

0040613468-4

I,AJAYKUMARPANDIT,
S/O.SHATRUGHANPANDIT,
ADD-O-445GALI.NO-
11,SAURABHVIHAR JAITPUR
BADARPUR,SOUTHEASTDELHI-
110044,Changedmyname to
AJAYKUMAR, permanently.

0040613425-7

II,,ppaarraammjjiitt singh@paramjit,s/o
surjeet singhR/o 1D7774Ram-
Nagar PaharGanj Swami-ram
tirth-nagar,delhi-110055, have
changedmyname to
paramjeet singh. 0040613425-1

WWEE,, DipeshKumar, S/oVirnder
KumarandVirenderKumar,
S/oRaj Karan, BothR/o
Lahli(124), Rohtak, Haryana,
declare that thenameofmy
Father hasbeenwrongly
writtenasDevnder Singhand
Birender Singh inmyBirth
Certificate, the correct nameof
mineandmyFather areDIPESH
KUMARandVIRENDERKUMAR
for all futurepurposes.

0070785056-1

II,,VVaassDevS/oRamRakha
SharmaR/o,C-2-C/86, Pocket-
12, Janakpuri, N.Delhi-
110058,have changedmyname
toVasDevSharma.

0040613468-6

II,,TTuusshhiittaaAttreD/o,Hari Krishan
SharmaW/oMayankSharma
R/o 7, Friends-Enclave,
Pitampura,Delhi-110034,have
changedmy-name toTushita
Sharmaafter-marriage.

0040613485-9

II,,TTeennzziinn Lekshay,S/o-late
Shri.Bhutuk,R/o
DIIR,CTA,Dharamshala
Distt.Kangra,Himachal
Pradesh,inform thatmy,name
is recordedasTenzin Lekshay
inmyIdentity certificate.In
futuremy,first name is Tenzin
andmysurname is Lekshay.All
the concerned tonote.

0040613517-4

II,,TTaarruunnWalia S/oMadanMohan
Alhuwalia R/o-KP-
143,PitampuraDelhi-
110034,have changedmyminor
sonnameTaranshWalia to
TeranshWalia. 0040613498-3

II,,TTaarraannjjoott SingBhasin S/o
Harvinder SinghBhasin,
R/o.23A/4B,Tilak-Nagar ,Delhi-
110018.HaveChangedMy
NameToTaranjot SinghBhasin.

0040613425-4

II,,SSuusshhiillaa Tomar,W/oPradeep
Kumar,R/oH.No.D-754/A,
StreetNo.1, D-Block, Ashok-
Nagar,Shahdara,Delhi-
110093,have changedmyname
toSushilaDevi. 0040613517-2

II,,SSiimmrraannW/oPawanKumarR/o
4/64, Third-Floor,Ramesh
Nagar, NewDelhi-110015,have
changedmyname toSimran
Sharma. 0040613485-6

II,,SShhaayynnaaBhattacharyaW/o
VijeshKotteppurathR/oN-31,
JalvayuVihar, Sector-25,
Noida(U.P) have changedmy
name toGauri Vijesh
Kotteppurath for all purposes.

0040613429-1

II,,SSAATTYYBBIIRR SINGH,S/ODHOOM
SINGH residingat,B-46 1ST-
FLOOREAST JYOTI-
NAGAR,DELHI-110093,have
changedmyname toSATYABIR
SINGH, for all,futurepurpose.

0040613423-5

II,,RRoonnaakkAnand,S/OAnand
PrasadGupta,R/OL-797,1st-
Avenue-GaurCity-1, Sector-
4,Greater-Noida,(UP)201009
have changedmyname,from
theRonakAnand toRaunak
Anand,VIDE-AFFIDAVITDATED-
12/05/2022,BEFORENCT-DELHI.

0040613450-9

II,,RReehhaannaaParveen/Rihana
Zaidi/RosyZaidiW/o-Mushtaq
Haider Zaidi R/o-WP-382,
WazirpurVillage,Ashok
Vihar,Delhi-110052have
changedmyname toRehana
ParveenZaidi for all
purposes.That RehanaParveen
Zaidi/RihanaZaidi/RosyZaidi
&RehanaParveen is theone
andsameperson.

0040613423-6

II,,RRaajjnniisshh S/oOmParkash R/o
H.No.634P, Sector-10,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changedmy
name toRajnishSharma,for all
Purposes. 0040613489-4

II,,RRaajjaann S/o-RamShankar Jha
R/o-Plot-No.25, Khasra-
No.238/2, Street-No.5/12,
Block-B,NearGurudwara-
BhalswaDairy,GurunanakDev
Colony, Libaspur,Delhi-42,have
changedmyname toRajan Jha,
permanently 0040613450-8

II,,RREENNUUBALAGOEL,W/OLALIT
KUMARGOEL,R/OD-
180,PUNDRIKVIHAR,
PITAMPURA,DELHI-110034,
have changedmyname to
RENUGOEL. 0040613485-3

II,,PPrriitthhii SinghS/oSantokhSingh
R/oA-283,Top-FloorMeera
BaghPaschimViharDelhi-
110087,changedmyname to
Prithi SinghSaini.

0040613468-2

II,,PPrraasshhaanntt Kumar,R/o-21-B, GH-
10-SunderApartment,Paschim
Vihar,NewDelhi-87,state that
actual/correct-nameofmy
father andmother is Prabhu
Narain andPushpa
respectivelywhichwere
wrongly-writtenasKumar
PrabhuNarain andKumar
Pushpa inmypassport.

0040613450-7

II,,PPrraaddeeeeppChoudhryaliasArchie
Antil S/oMangeRamChoudhry
R/o 127,Sansad
Vihar,PitamPura,Delhi-
110034,changedmyname to
ArchieCAntil. 0040613450-6

II,,PPOOOOJJAAW/OAVNISHGARG
RESIDENT9A/59,BLOCK-
WEA,KAROLBAGH,DELHI-
110005,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOPOOJAGARG.

0040613450-4

II,,NNiimmmmii,, D/oBeant SinghAdd
:WZ-23, RamNagar Extn, Tilak
Nagar,NewDelhi
110018,changedmyname to
NimmiSingh. 0040613425-8

II,,NNaarreesshhKumarAhuja,S/o
Devender Lal Ahuja,
House.No.5-A/5 Third-Floor BP
NIT-Faridabad,Haryana-
121001,havebeenchangedmy
name toNareshAhuja.

0040613498-5

II,,NNaannddaaRosyW/oVarunMehra
R/oB-50, Third-Floor,
Shardapuri, RameshNagar,
NewDelhi-110015have
changedmyname toPreeti
Mehra. 0040613485-7

II,,NNIIVVEEAATHAKKAR,D/OANIL
KUMARTHAKKAR,R/o
PLOT.NO.20,POCKET-10,
RAMPRASHTA-GREEN, SECTOR-
9, VAISHALI, GHAZIABAD,
U.P.201010, changedmyname
toNIVEAKUMARTHAKKAR.

0040613468-3

II,,NNEEEERRAAJJ KHANDELWAL,S/O
MADANLALKHANDELWAL,
R/O-84, First-Floor,
Ramprastha, Greens,Sector-
7,Vaishali, Ghaziabad(UP)have
changedmyname toNEERAJ
KUMARKHANDELWAL.

0040613489-8

II,,MMeehhaakk Santwani,D/oSh.Gopi
ChandKukreja,w/o-Kapil
Kumar,R/o-3D,CC-
Block,ShalimarBagh,Delhi-
110088,have changed
name,fromDINKYKUKREJA to
MEHAKSANTWANI,for all-
purposes. 0040613450-5

II,,KKrriisshhaann SinghMalik S/oMoji
RamMalik R/oVPO-Pipli Khera
Distt.Sonipat, Haryana-131101
have changedmyname to
KrishanSingh.

0040613485-8

II,,VViijjaayyGoyal S/oDhanpatRai
R/oM-101, StreetNo.-7, Shastri
Nagar,Delhi,have changedmy
name toVijayKumar.

0040613423-2

II,,KKaarrttiikk Aggarwal S/O,Bajrang
Lal Agarwal R/O,69, Inder-
EnclavePaschimVihar,Delhi-
110087,have changedmyname
toKartikAgarwal.

0040613425-5

II,,MMeeeessaammRaza s/oHashmat
Ali,R/OD11 first-floorGali.no.9
wazirabad-VillageDelhi-
110084.have changedmyName
toMisamRaza 0040613423-1

II,,MMaaddhhuurrii PathakW/O Jatinder
Pal SinghResident E-246-
247,Third Floor, Gandhi Vihar,
Delhi-110009,have changedmy
name toAvneetKaur.

0040613425-2

II,,MMOONNIIKKAABUDHIRAJA, ADD-D-
49,SHAMNAGARKHAYALA
ROADTILAK-NAGAR,WEST
DELHI-110018,changedmy
Minor SonnameHITEN to
HITENBUDHIRAJA,for all,future
Purposes. 0040613425-6

II,,MMOOHHAAMMMMAADDZAKIR,ADD-
PLOT.NO-15KH.NO-
135,GALI.NO-9,F-BLOCK
WAZIRABAD,BURARI ,NORTH
DELHI 110084, changedmy
Minor daughter name
.SUALIHA toAALIYA,
permanently. 0040613468-5

II,,KKaannnnaannPS/o-Kardan
Pichan,R/o E-207, S283, Shastri
Market Jhuggi,SouthMoti
Bagh,Delhi-110021,have
changedmyname toKardan
Kannan. 0040613517-1

II,,KKAALLYYAANNKUMARI,W/ODESH
MUKH,R/O-4B/701,Awho
townshipGurjinder-vihar,
sector Chi-I,GreaterNoida-
201310,have changemyname
KALYANSHARMA,for all
purpose. 0040613498-4

II,,KKRaja,S/oKrishnaAppa,R/o.H-
1-247,Madangir,Dr.Ambedkar-
Nagar,SouthDelhi,Delhi-
110062,have changedmy
name,fromKRaja toRaja,for all
purposes. 0040613423-4

II,,IInnddrraajjeeeett SinghYadav,S/o
Koshi Lal Yadav,H.no.D-
3/171,SangamVihar, New
Delhi-110062,changedmy
name to Inderjeet Singh.

0040613485-5

II,,IInnddrraaDevVashist S/O, Ram
NiwasSharmaR/O,A-69, Kewal
Park EXTNAdarsh-NagarDelhi-
110033,have changedmyname
to IndraDev. 0040613450-2

II,,BBhhoollaa Singhalias Jeet Singh
Rawat,S/o Late Sh.Amar Singh
Rawat, R/o,H.No. K-21/30,
Gali.No.7,Gangotri-Vihar,West
Ghonda,North-East,Delhi-
110053,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
as Jeet SinghRawat.

0040613425-3

II,,BBhhaaggwwaattii PrasadAgarwalla
S/o FakirchandAggarwalla
R/o-811, Neelkanth,
Apartments,Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changedmy
name toBhagwati Prasad
Agarwal.

0040613485-1

II,,BBaabbiittaa RanaAliasBabita
Devi,D/oRandhir SinghW/o-
Parvinder Rana,R/oRZ-F-
7,Gali.No-4,Mahavir-Enclave
Part-1, Palam,New-Delhi-
110045,have changedmyname
toBabitadevi.

0040613517-3

II,,AArrmmyyNo.2697666KHav.
KRISHANKUMARS/o,Rajender
SinghR/o,RZ-418/A, UGF, Front-
Side, G.No.7/1, East-
Sagarpur,NewDelhi-
110046,have changed
my-minor sonnameFrom
SUSHANT toSUSHANTSINGH
TANWARpermanently.

0040613468-7

II,,AArrcchhaannaaWaliaW/oTarun
Walia R/oKP-143,Pitampura
Delhi-110034,have changedmy
name toArchana Jain

0040613498-2

II,,AAnnjjaannaaKumari,W/oHarish
ChauhanR/o.G-30/464,Sector-
3,Rohini, Delhi- 110085,have
changedmynameAnjana
Chauhan,for all purposes.

0040613489-6

II,,AAmmaannS/oPraveenKumar
R/o,H/no.,A-8,3rd Floor,
Gali.No.-6,Near P.S. Burari,
Himgiri,Enclave,Pepsi
Road,SantNagar,Burari,Delhi-
84,have changedmyname to
AmanKumar for all purposes.

0040613485-4

II,,AAggrriimmaaPokhriyalW/o-Madhav
Sethi R/o-A373, Defence
Colony, NewDelhi-110024have
changedmyname toAgrima
Pokhriyal Sethi for all
purposes. 0040613428-1

II,,AAVVNNIISSHHKUMARGARG,S/OBAL
KISHOREVAISHRESIDENT
9A/59,WEA, KAROL
BAGH,DELHI-110005,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOAVNISH
GARG. 0040613450-3

II,,AANNKKIITTAASOODCHAWLA,W/O
SACHINCHAWLA,R/o
AlexandraC-804,Grand
Omaxe,Sector-
93/B,Noida,Gautam-Budh
Nagar(UP)have changedmy
name toANKITASOOD.

0040613489-9

II,,AAKKHHIILLEESSHHNARAYANSHANKER
MISHRA,S/O-NARAYAN
SHANKERMISHRA,R/o.B-
1202,Amrapali-Sapphire,
Sector-45,Noida, GautamBudh
Nagar(UP)have changedmy
name toAKHILESHMISHRA.

0040613489-7

II,,KKRRIITTIIMADAAN,W/OANUJ
MADAAN,R/OFH-509,GREEN
AVENUE,CHURCH
ROAD,VASANTKUNJ,DELHI-
70,have changedmyname to
KRITI DEVICHANDMADAAN.

0040613498-1

II,,AAJJEEEETTKUMARDUBEY,S/O
UMESHCHANDRADUBEY,R/O-
12/162,Ground
Floor,Gokuldham
Society,Sector-12,
Vasundhra,Ghaziabad(UP)hav
e changedmyname toAJEET
DUBEY.

0040613498-6

II,,AADDIITTII RANADE,daughter
of,MAKARANDRANADE,
resident of,C-II/76,Moti Bagh-
I,SouthMoti-Bagh,SouthWest-
Delhi,Delhi-110021,have
changedmyname,fromADITI
RANADE toADITIMAKARAND
RANADE,vide-affidavit,
DL30979223265887U,
dated.11.May.22.

0040613425-10

II,, Yogita Shukla,W/oPiyush
Daiya, R/oGF-1, PlotNo 324,
Sector-4, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
UP-201010, have changedmy
minor Son’s name from
AGYEYA toAGYEYASHUKLA for
all futurepurposes.

0070785043-1

II,, Yogita Shukla,W/oPiyush
Daiya, R/oGF-1, PlotNo 324,
Sector-4, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
UP-201010, have changedmy
minor Son’s name from
AARYAN toAARYANSHUKLA
for all futurepurposes.

0070785046-1

II,, Shamsher Singh, S/oSh.
Ranvir Singh, R/oA-231,
Karampura, NewDelhi- 110015,
hereby I declare thatmyname
is Shamsher Singh insteadof
ShamsherYadav. I shouldbe
knownShamsher Singh for all
purposes. 0040613416-1

II,, Rajvir SinghBhati, S/oShri
Sultan Singh, R/oR-156, Sec-21,
Noida, GautamBudhNagar,
UP-201301, have changedmy
name fromRajveer SinghBhati
to Rajvir SinghBhati for all
futurePurposes.

0070785049-1

II,, JAI PRAKASHSHARMA, S/o
SACHHAYRAMSHARMA, R/oB-
248, SECTOR-92, NOIDA, G.B.
NAGAR,U.P.-201301, HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME JAI
PRAKASHSHARMATO JAY
PRAKASHSHARMAFORALL
PURPOSES. 0070785035-1

II,, ChanderVerma, S/o Late Shri
K. RVerma, R/o 812, Desire
Residency, AhimsaKhand-2,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad, UP-
201014, have changedmyname
toChander PrakashVerma.

0070785007-1

II,, CHETAN,S/O.SHIVKUMAR,
ADD-2405A, BLOCK-E FIRST-
FLOOR ,OMAXECITYSECTOR-
18,SONIPAT,HARYANA-131001,
changedmyname toCHETAN
SHARMA. 0040613450-1

II,, BeenaKumari Choudhary, D/o
Satpal Singh, R/oD-4/42,
Sector-15, Rohini, NewDelhi-
110089, have changedmyname
toBeenaChaudhary.

0070785008-1

II,, Aksh,S/oSunil Garg,H.no 230,
Near-MotherDairy, Sector 8,
Faridabad,Haryana-
121006,Changedmyname to
AkshGarg. 0040613468-1

II YashNegi S/o-ManSinghNegi
R/o-H.No.16, Block-7, Sector-5,
Rohini, Delhi-110085declare-
thatmy father namewrongly-
written inMy-CollegeasM.S
Negi insteadofManSinghNegi
for all purposes. 0040613430-1

II PoojaKumarW/oMrVikrant
KumarR/oA-15,Panchawati
Colony, Khurja-203131Distt-
Bulandshahr (U.P.) India have
changedmyname toPooja for
all purposes 0040613421-1

I, Anil KumarGandhi S/oHari
ChandGandhi R/oC-7/24B
KeshavPuramDelhi-110035
have changedmyname toAnil
Gandhi.

0040613029-3

I, Jyoti SaxenaW/oTarunKumar
SaxenaR/oA-27, StreetNo.4,
ChanderVihar,Mandawali,
Delhi-110092 inform that in his
Sons (TanishqSaxena) school
recordsmynamehaswrongly
mentionedas Jyoti insteadof
Jyoti Saxena.

0040613489-12

LLoosstt original-agreement and
general powerof attorneyof
Prop.No.X/2452Gali No.9,
Raghubarpura.No.2,Gandhi-
Nagar,Delhi-110031, favouring
BarfoDevi,W/oLate.Surender
Kumar Jain.foundermay
inform#9213670192.

0040613450-10

LLoosstt original,Leasedeedof
property(1) A-32,DSIIDC
Industrial Area,Narela,Delhi-
110040 (2) D-1660,DSIIDC
Industrial Area,Narela,Delhi-
110040,in favor of Sunil
Attree,S/o-LateRameshwar
Dass Sharma,Findermay,
contact:-9958594000

0040613423-10

II have lostmyOriginal
Allotment Letter by theName
ofRajinder Pal Taneja S/O
DharamChandTaneja,of Plot
No.5, NavShakti Co-OpGHS
Ltd., Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-
110085.May foundanybody.
Contact: 9811465777

0040613415-1

II Pinki DeviW/oSh. Shivajeet
KumarR/oRajgir Nichali Bazar,
Rajgir, Nalanda, Bihar-803116
have lostmyOriginal Receipt in
thenameofGirishChandwani ,
OriginalWill in thenameof
KanhaiyaAhuja, Original
Possession Letter in thename
ofGirishChandwani and
Original Affidavit in thename
ofGirishChandwani and
AparnaAgarwal all of Property
No. PD-107D, Pitampura, Delhi-
110034. Findersmaycontact at
MobileNo.8178339011&
8797446432. 0040613419-9

IItt is for general information that
I,YaminAli Chaudhary,S/o
Sh.NiyazuddinChaudhary,
R/O.J-60, Abul Fazal Enclave-
I,JamiaNagar,NewDelhi-
110025.ThatmyoriginalMark
sheet andCertificate of class-
Xth,XIIth andDiploma-
Engineering issuedby Jamia
Millia Islamia
(Enrollment.No.10995)has
been lost at Jamia-Nagar, New-
Delhi-110025. 0040613498-10

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Sannjna M kumarii d/o

Mahima Kumari residence

at C-371A, SUSHANT LOK

PHASE -1, Galleria DLF-IV,

Gurgaon, Haryana. I have

changed my name from

Sannjna Sharma to

Sannjna M Kumarii, vide

affidavit Dated 11/05/22

before Bikaner court.

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client namely Mr.
Vishwa Bandhu S/o Sh. Shyam Sunder, E-37,
Partner of Nirankari Genral Store at Huaz Khas
Market, Hauz Khas, New Delhi had sold his car
bearing no. DL3CAA4333, Owner Name M/s
Nirankari General Store, Ford Ikon, Petrol, dt. of
regd. 21.01.2004 to Rajnish Saxena, R/o A-186,
Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi-110023 Ph. No.
9210755237, Email rajnish.saxena16@
gmail.com, in January 2013, against which he
had issued a delivery receipt and written
promissory note in favour of my client's firm and
promised to transfer the name of vehicle to his
name. But now when I checked on the website
of RTO, it came to know that the car is still in the
name of my client's firm. After that my client tried
many contacts with Rajnish Saxena to transfer
the name of my client's firm from vehicle to his
name, but all in vain. Rajnish Saxena is liable for
Civil and criminal wrong as he is using my
client's vehicle without getting it transferred in
his name. My client will not be responsible for
any of his acts, deeds, or activities, and if
anyone enters any kind of dealings with car
bearing no. DL3CAA4333, he/she/they as well
as any firm and company/companies shall do
her/him/them so at their own risk cost and
consequences.

Gourav Gupta
Advocate

ENRL. No. D/1516-A/2012

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public are hereby informed that my
client Shri Arun Kumar Gupta (UID NO.
232199196847) S/o Late. Sh. Dwarka Nath
and his wife Smt. Chanda Devi (UID NO.
796513672714 R/o Madhopur Basdeopur,
Bariarpur, Munger, Bihar 811202 have
severed off all their relations with their son
Amit Kumar ( UID NO. 463563912072 ) and
his wife smt. Anjali Kumari both presently
residing at gali no. 36 , Bipin Garden
extension , New Delhi due to their bad and
uncivilized behaviours . My abovesaid clients
have also debarred and disowned his said
son and daughter inlaw from their moveable
and immoveable properties . Any person
dealing with the said sh. Amit Kumar will do so
on their own risk and responsibilities.

C.B.SINGH (ADVOCATE)
CHAMBER N0.383,

SAKETCOURT, NEW DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients DHARM VIR and his wife
KIRESH both R/O HOUSE NO-38 STREET
NO-1 VILLAGE SHERPUR, Delhi-110094,
has severed all kinds of relations with their
son namely JITENDER and his wife
BEENU, due to their misbehaviour and
debarred & disowned them from all of their
properties (moveable and immoveable) and
relations with immediate effect. Anybody
dealing with them in any manner will be
doing so at his/her/their own risk and
responsibility. My clients shall not be held
responsible for any acts, deeds and things
done by them. Please note.

Sd/-
SUMIT KUMAR RANA

(ADVOCATE)
B-52, B.G.S. BLOCK,

TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-110054.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notified that my client Sh. Raj Kumar Singh
S/o Sh. Ahibraham Singh R/o Village
Kulesara, Girraj Bhati Market, Brahampal
Wali Gali, Greater Noida, Gautam Budh
Nagar, U.P.-201308, Who is the legal owner
and in physical possession of Residential
Plot of area measuring 44 Sq. Yds. i.e. 36.78
Sq. Mtrs. Out of khet no 525, situated in the
village Kulesara, Pargana Dadri, Tehsil &
District Gautam Budh Nagar, Utter Pardesh,
India, has lost original sale deed dated
09.01.2009, executed by Mrs. Birwati W/o
Mr. Sudhir Kumar in favour of Mrs. Washila
W/o Mr. Suleman in respect of Residential
Plot of area measuring 44 Sq. Yds. i.e. 36.78
Sq. Mtrs, duly registered with the office of
SR-Greater Noida, Vide Doc. No. 544, in
book no. 1, Vol. No. 4198, Pages 23-38,
dated 09.01.2009, he has lodged NCR for
lost of documents/sale deed vide
NCR/L.A.R. No. 20220000137573 dated
30.03.2022 P.S. State Crime Record Bureau,
Lucknow, Utter Pradesh, India. If anybody
finds the said property documents/sale deed
please inform him at the above said address
and if any other claimant has any right in the
aforesaid property, he/she should
contact/raised objection before me (Mukesh
Sharma, Advocate), within 7 days from the
date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
Mukesh Sharma

Advocate
En. No. P/2284-A/2017

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client's SMT. LEELAWATI DEVI W/O
SH. RAJESHWAR MANJHI and SH.
RAJESHWAR MANJHI S/O A. MANJHI
R/O H.NO. C-3/72, GALI NO-13,
NANGLI VIHAR EXTN. BAPROLA,
NAJAFGARH, DELHI-110043, have
severed all their relations & debar their
son CHETAN KUMAR and his wife
SHARDA from all their moveable-
immoveable properties due to their
hostile behaviour. Anybody dealing with
them will do so at his/her/their own risk.
My client's and their family member will
not be responsible for their acts/deeds in
future.

DHARMENDER KUMAR
(ADVOCATE)

Ch. No. 05, Rohini Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my client
SMT. SEEMA CHOUHAN WIFE OF SH. AJAY
CHOUHAN R/O HOUSE NO. 112, UGF-2, GYAN
KHAND-I, INDIRAAPURAM, GHAZIABAD,
UTTAR PRADESH AGE -54 have severed all her
relations and disowned, debarred SH. PARAS
CHOUHAN S/O SH. AJAY CHOUHAN, MRS.
ANAMIKA KHETARPAL D/O SH SANJAY
KHETARPAL W/O SH. PARAS CHOUHAN from
all his movable and immovable assets due to
their bad habits, behavior and conduct. Anybody
dealing with PARAS CHOUHAN and MRS.
ANAMIKA KHETRAPAL will do so at his/her/their
own risk and responsibilities and my client will not
be responsible for any act, deed, or dealing done
by them.

Sd/-
SURENDER SHARMA

Advocate
CH. NO. X-16 A CIVIL SIDE

LAWYERS CHAMBER NEW DELHI-110054

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

New Delhi
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`50,797

RUPEE
` 77.50/USD
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$104.05

SILVER
`60,158

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofMay10

Government of India, Department of Atomic
Energy, Heavy Water Plant (Kota)

e-Tender invitation notice no. — HWPK/INST/MTA/2021/CV-A
Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for "Servicing & testing of control
valves at HWP(K) during MTA-2022" by General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Kota), Post:
Anushakti 323303, Via - Kota(Rajasthan) for and On behalf of the President of India, from approved,
eligible and experienced contractors. Estimated cost of work: Rs. 54,81,154/-Tender document can
be viewed/downloaded from 13.05.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 23.05.2022 (16:00 hrs). The last date for
online submission of tender is 23.05.2022 (16:00 hrs). The technical bids will be opened on
27.05.2022 at 15:00 hrs.
The detailed NIT and Tender Documents are available on the website
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for free to view/download. The detailed NIT can be seen at
website www.hwb.gov.in For further information please contact Telephone no. 01475-
242201/242214, fax -01475- 242203 on all working days.

General Manager
For & on behalf of President of India

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY12

INFLATION IS expected to be
elevated in2022-23andmit-
igating action taken by the
government and theReserve
BankofIndia(RBI)mayreduce
its duration, the Finance
Ministry said in itsmonthly
economicreviewforApril.
Theministry further said

evidence on consumption
patterns suggests that “infla-
tion in India has a lesser im-
pact on low-income strata
thanonhigh-incomegroups”.
“Evidence on consump-

tionpatternsfurthersuggests
that inflation in India has a
lesser impacton low-income
strata than on high-income
groups. Further, since aggre-
gate demand is recovering
onlygradually,theRiskofsus-
tainedhigh inflation is low,”
thereportsaid.
DatareleasedonThursday

showed that retail inflation
surgedtoa95-monthhighof
7.97 per cent in April on the
back of high fuel, foodprices
and services. Rural inflation
surged to an 8-year high in
April, while urban inflation
roseto18-monthhigh.
The FinanceMinistry fur-

thersaidthatruralincomeand
demand in the current year
aresettoincreasewiththerabi
marketing season so far see-
ingwheatprocurementbene-
fitting 9.5 lakh farmers in
2022-23. “Rural incomeswill
befurtherboostedbyagricul-
turalexportsas it registersan
impressiveYoYgrowthof19.9
per cent inApril, despite fac-
ing logistic challenges in the
formofhigh freight ratesand
containershortages,” itsaid.
Seen over a longer time

horizon, inflation in India’s
economy has not been as
muchachallengeasissensed
frommonth-to-monthchan-
ges, it said, adding that since
aggregatedemandisrecover-
ingonly gradually, the risk of
sustainedhighinflationislow.
CPI (Consumer Price

Index)-basedinflationduring
FY22averaged5.5percent,50
basis points below theupper
limit of the RBI Monetary
Policy Committee’s inflation
band, and lower than6.2per

centforFY21,thereportsaid.
The central bank had

sharplyraiseditsinflationpro-
jection for the current fiscal
year to 5.7 per cent from the
earlier forecastof4.5percent
duetogeopoliticaltensions.
BeginningMay, most of

themajor central banks, in-
cluding US Federal Reserve
andBankof England, also in-
creasedtheirbenchmarkrate
toreininsoaringinflation.
The cost of restraining in-

flation—theslowingdownof
globalgrowth—ismanifested
intheAprilupdateoftheWo-
rldEconomicOutlook(WEO)
oftheInternationalMonetary
Fund that projects growthof
globaloutput todecline from
6.1percent in2021to3.6per
cent in 2022aswell as 2023.
“Amongmajor countries, the
WEOprojects India tobe the
fastest growing economy at
8.2 per cent in 2022-23.
Lendingcredencetothispro-
jection, ... 2022-23hasbegun
with a strong growth in eco-
nomicactivityinAprilasseen
in the robust performanceof
e-waybillgeneration,ETCtoll
collection, electricity con-
sumption,PMImanufacturing
andPMIservices,” itsaid.
“Notwithstanding the

presenceofinflationaryhead-
winds, thecapexdrivenfiscal
path of the Government, as
laiddowninbudget2022-23,
will help the economypost a
near8percentgrowthinreal
GDPfor thecurrentyear,” the
ministryreportadded.
For forex reserves, it said

theywere at a comfortable
levelof $597.7billion,provid-
ing an import cover of about
11months for financing in-
vestmentandconsumptionin
thecountry.Thereserveshave
beensteadilydecliningunder
pressure fromoutflowof for-
eignportfolioinvestmentsre-
sponding tomonetary tight-
ening by central banks in
advancedeconomies, itsaid.

POLICYWATCH
FINMINREPORT

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,MAY12

INDIA’SGOLDholdingshavegone
up to 760.42 tonnes, with the
ReserveBankofIndia(RBI)adding
another 16.58 tonnes of the yel-
lowmetaltothecountry’sforeign
exchange kitty during the six
monthsendedMarch2022.
RBI’s gold acquisition hap-

pened at a time when foreign
portfolioinvestors(FPIs)wereex-
iting Indiaand forexreservesde-
clined by $44.73 billion from
$642.45billioninSeptember2021
to $597.72 billion on April 29,
2022,asperReserveBankdata.
While453.52metrictonnesof

goldareheldoverseasinsafecus-
todywiththeBankofEnglandand
theBankofInternationalSettlem-
ents,295.82metrictonnesofgold
are held domestically. In value
terms (USD), the shareof gold in
the total foreign exchange—or
forex— reserves increased from

about 5.88 per cent as at end-
September2021toabout7.01per
cent as at end-March2022, says
theRBI’sReportonManagement
ofForeignExchangeReserves.
ThevalueoftheRBI’sholdings

hasgoneupby$5.162billioninsix
months to $42.55 billion as of
March2022.India’sgoldholdings
havenowgoneupby65.11tonnes
from 695.31 tonnes in March
2021andby142.18tonnes in the
last twoyears,making India the
ninth-largest holder of gold re-
serves.Whilegoldnolongerplays
a direct role in the international
monetary system, central banks
andgovernmentsstillholdexten-

sivegoldreservestopreservena-
tionalwealthandprotectagainst
economic instability. Central
banksarebuyinggoldatanever-
increasingpace.
Goldisthethirdlargestreserve

assetglobally,followingUSdollar-
andeuro-denominatedassets. It
isalsoincreasinglyusedascollat-
eral in financial transactions,
muchlikeotherhigh-quality, liq-
uid assets like governmentdebt,
asperWorldGoldCouncil(WGC).
However,asizeablegoldhold-

ing isexpected toaddstability to
theforexreservesatatimewhen
capitaloutflowsareputtingpres-
sure on India’s reserves. Bankof
Englandcontinuestobethemost
popularstoragelocation,with63
per cent of respondents vaulting
there, says aWGC survey. This
marksasignificantincreasefrom
lastyearandmay indicategrow-
ingimportanceattachedtokeep-
inggoldinliquidtradingcentres.
Domesticstoragehasalsogro-

wnto39percentofrespondents,

alsohigherthanpreviousyears.
Accordingtothe2021Central

BankGoldReserves (CBGR) sur-
vey, 21per cent of central banks
intend to increase their gold re-
serves over thenext 12months.
Centralbanksarealsoincreasingly
valuing gold’s performancedur-
ingperiodsof crisisasthisattrib-
ute now tops their rationale for
holding gold. Gold has long
formed an important part of
India’s currency reserves. Even
withasubstantialstockofgoldre-
serves, gold’s share in total re-
serveshaddeclinedoverthepast
decadedue to thevastgrowth in
dollar-denominatedassets.
ThisledtheRBItorebalanceits

reservesthroughthepurchaseof
200 tonnes of gold in late
November2009, taking its stock
of gold to 558 tonnes, or 8.5 per
centoftotalreserves,andmaking
ittheeleventhlargestofficialsec-
tor holder of gold in theworld,
WGCsaid.RBI’sgoldreserveshave
goneupfurthersincethen.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI,MAY12

FORDHASabandoneditsplansto
manufacture electric vehicles
(EVs) from domestic plants in
MaraimalaiNagar near Chennai
and Sanand inGujarat. A state-
mentrevealingthechangeinear-
lierplansinIndiasaidthedecision
wastakenaftera“carefulreview”.
TheUSautomakersaid ithad

decided to no longer pursue EV
manufacturing for exports from
anyof the Indianplants. “We re-
maingratefultotheGovernment
forapprovingourproposalunder
theProduction-LinkedIncentives
andforbeingsupportivewhilewe
continuedourexploration.”
Theautomobilemanufacturer

had, in September 2021, an-
nounceditsdecisiontostopoper-
ationsinIndia.

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY12

DOMESTIC STOCKmarkets on
Thursdayplummeted2.2percent
asfearsoverhighinflationandthe
possibility of further hikes in in-
terestratesmadeinvestorsnerv-
ous, leadingtosellingpressure.
Thebenchmark Sensexdove

1,158points to52,930.31andthe
NSE Nifty by 359 points at
15,808.00asthebroadsell-off,led
byforeigninvestors,hitsentiment.
The rupee,meanwhile, fell to

arecordlowforasecondtimethis
week, hitting 77.63 against the
dollarinintra-daytrade.Thecur-
rency,however,madeapartialre-
coverytosettleat77.50.
With Thursday’s fall, the

Sensexhas fallen2,772points in
thelastsixsessionsasglobalmar-
ketswereworriedaboutrisingin-
flationnumbersandinterestrates.
Banking,financial,power,utilities
andmetalstocksledthesell-off.
Foreign portfolio investors

(FPIs)pulledoutRs5,255croreon
Thursday,takingthetotalFPIout-
flows inMay to Rs 28,921 crore.

However, domestic institutional
investorspumpedRs4,815crore
intostocks,withnetinvestments
inMaysofaratRs23,565crore.
Consumer Price Index (CPI)-

basedinflationinAprilwasat7.79
per cent against 6.95per cent in
March and 4.21 per cent in the
year-ago month, official data
showedThursday.

EXPRESSNEWSERVICE
BENGALURU,MAY12

THEKARNATAKAHighCourt on
Thursday allowed Chinesemo-
bilephonemanufacturerXiaomi
Technology India Pvt Ltd to seek
bank overdrafts to make pay-
mentsforitsoperations—exclud-
ing a royalty of Rs 5,500 crore to
foreigntechnologysuppliersthat
was frozen by the directorate of
enforcement(ED)throughanor-
der issuedonApril29,2022.
AsinglejudgebenchoftheHC

issuedtheorderafterXiaomiap-
proachedthecourtThursday for
aclarificationofaMay5orderof
thecourt.

Xiaomi argued that a high
courtorderofMay5hadresulted
inbanksblockingallpaymentsby
thecompanyincludingdailypay-
ments for the purchase of ancil-
laryitemsformanufacturingand
other purposes. Advocates for
Xiaomiarguedthatthecompany
should be allowed to access Rs
1,000 crore of funds in its frozen
bankaccountsforexpenditures.
The counsel for the ED op-

posedthemoveandarguedthat
thecompanyhadalreadymoved
outRs2,500 croreof funds from
India as royalty for foreign tech-
nologysupplierspriortotheApril
29order fora freezeof company
accounts. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

Xiaomi gets HC nod to
access overdraft facilities

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,MAY12

THE GOVERNMENT has made
quotingofeitherPANor
Aadhaarmandatoryfor
depositing or with-
drawingoverRs20lakh
ormore in a financial
yearor foropeningof a
currentaccount.

Thenewrules
The Central Board of Direct

TaxessaidfurnishingPANorbio-
metric Aadhaarwill bemanda-

tory forsuchhigh-valuecashde-
positorwithdrawalfrombanksin
a financial year or opening of a
currentaccountorcashcreditac-
countwithabankorpost-office.

Tracingcash
movement
Themandatorycon-

ditionofobtainingPAN
fordepositandevenfor
withdrawals would
helpthegovernmentin

tracing themovementof cash in
thefinancialsystem.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MAY12

THETATAGrouphas appointed
Campbell Wilson, the CEO of
SingaporeAirlines’wholly-owned
low-cost subsidiary Scoot, asAir
India’snewChiefExecutiveOfficer
(CEO) and Managing Director
(MD). TheMumbai-based con-
glomeratecompleteditsacquisi-
tionof the state-ownednational
carrier in January, andhas been
searchingforapersontoleadthe
airline’sturnaroundplan.
WilsonistheTataGroup’ssec-

ondattempt athiring aCEO-MD
forAirIndia,asthepreviousCEO-
designate,formerTurkishAirlines
chairman Ilker Ayci, declined to
take up the position citing “at-
tempts”topainthisappointment
“withundesirablecolours”.
TheAir Indiaboardapproved

Wilson’sappointment,subjectto
requisiteregulatoryapprovals,the
company said in a statement,
adding that the 50-year-old has
26years of aviation industry ex-
perience across both full-service
and low-cost airlines. Singapore
Airlines said Campbell’s last day
at Scootwill be June15, “andhe
willsubsequentlyjoinAirIndiaas
its newCEO”.However, the Tata
Groupdidnotdisclose the effec-
tive date of his appointment.
Earlier,while announcing that it
had selected Ayci as Air India’s
CEO-MD in February, the group
had said that the appointment
waseffectivefromApril1thisyear.
Former Vistara CEO Leslie

ThngwillreplaceWilsonatScoot.
Singapore Airlines is Tata Sons’
joint venture partner inVistara,
butdidnotjoinitsAirIndiabid.
Wilson will join Air India’s

boardofdirectors,currentlycom-
prising Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran, alongside
Hindustan Unilever CEO&MD
SanjivMehtaandformerGeneral
InsuranceCorporation chairper-
sonAliceVaidyan,whoare both
independentdirectors.
Chandrasekaran, in a state-

ment,said,“Iamdelightedtowel-
comeCampbelltoAirIndia.Heis
an industry veteran having
workedinkeyglobalmarketscut-
ting acrossmultiple functions.
Further, Air Indiawould benefit
fromhisaddedexperienceofhav-
ingbuiltanairlinebrandinAsia. I
lookforwardtoworkingwithhim

inbuildingaworld-classairline.”
Lastmonth,theairlineunder-

wentamajorseniormanagement
reshufflewith Tata Sons Senior
Vice PresidentNipunAggarwal
being appointed as Chief
Commercial Officer, and Tata
Steel’sSureshDuttTripathibeing
appointed Chief Human
ResourcesOfficer.Amongthepre-
disinvestmentofficials,operations
headRSSandhuandfinancehead
VinodHejmadiwerereappointed
as Chief of Operations andChief
FinancialOfficer,respectively.
Wilson’sappointmentwillbe

subject to security clearance by
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).TheMHAnodisnecessary
foranychangeinthetopmanage-
mentof anairline.Thisclearance
is sought by theMinistry of Civil
Aviation,while granting its ap-
provaltotheappointment.
Christchurch-bornWilsonisa

career executive with the
SingaporeAirlines group,where
hestartedworkingasamanage-
ment trainee inNewZealand in
1996.He thenworked for SIA in
Canada,HongKongandJapanbe-
fore returning to Singapore in
2011asthefoundingCEOofScoot,
whichheleduntil2016.
He then served as the Senior

VicePresident,Sales&Marketing,
of SIA,whereheworkedonpric-
ing, distribution, e-commerce,
merchandising,brand&market-
ing, global sales and the airline’s
overseasoffices,beforereturning
for a second stint as the CEO of
ScootinApril2020.
Singapore Airlines CEOGoh

ChoongPhong said in a statem-
ent:“Campbellisoneofourmost
experienced senior executives,
whohasmademany important
contributionsinkeymanagement
roleswithintheSIAGroup.While
wearesadtolosehim,hegoesto
Air Indiawith our full blessings.
WewishCampbelleverysuccess
inhisnewandexcitingrole”.

SURVEYDETAILS: ‘TheJobs
andSalariesPrimer’ isanannual
reportfromTeamLeaseServices
thathastakenintoconsideration
thesalarypayoutsofmorethan
2,63,000candidatesacross17
sectorsandninecities

UNLIKELASTTWOYEARS,
most jobrolesthisyearacross
sectorshavebeenconsideredfora
salaryhike;however, increments
willbemoderate,accordingtothe
‘JobsandSalaryPrimerReportfor
FY2022byTeamLease’

FROMAGEOGRAPHIC
PERSPECTIVE,amongstthe
citiesthetoppaying(increments
of12%andabove)are
Ahmedabad,Bangalore,Chennai,
Delhi,Hyderabad,Mumbaiand
Pune

GROWINGINTERESTFROM
INDIAINC hasbeenseen
towardsHotandUpcomingjobs—
cutting-edge,new-agerolesthat
keepbusinessesaheadofthe
curve

Source:TeamLease/PTI

Themedian salary increment in 2022may be around
8.13% as India recovered from the after effects of
Covid-related disruptions, a TeamLease report said

‘Median salary hike in
2022 to be around 8.13%’ Ofthe17sectors

reviewedinthisreport,14have
indicatedasingledigithikeand
themediansalary increment
willbearound8.13%

HOLDINGSAT760.42TONNES;ADDS16.58TONNESINOCT-MAR

PAN-Aadhaar for transactions over
`20 lakh: How will it help I-T dept?

Post PLI nod:
Ford drops
plan to make
EVs in India

FordIndiaplant inSanand,
Gujarat. File

BRIEFLY
TataMotorsQ4
Mumbai:TataMotorsposted
alowerconsolidatednetloss
(attributable to sharehold-
ers of the company) at
`1,033 crore for theMarch
quarter against net loss of
`7,605 crore a year ago and
`1,516 crore a quarter ago.
Meanwhile, as per PTI,
Larsen & Toubro saw 10%
rise inQ4 consolidatednet
profitat`3,620.6crore.

IGXgastrading
New Delhi: The India Gas
Exchange(IGX)issettostart
tradingdomestic gas on its
platformonMay16afterre-
ceiving approval from the
PetroleumandNaturalGas
Regulatory Board. IGXwill
enable the trading of gas
fromblockswithmarketing
freedomincludinggasfrom
Reliance’sKGD6block. ENS

PFRDAscheme
NewDelhi: The number of
subscribers under the two
flagshippensionschemesof
Pension Fund Regulatory
andDevelopmentAuthority
(PFRDA)increasednearly23
percenttoover5.23croreby
April-end2022.

Navi-Meesho
NewDelhi:SachinBansal-led
Navi Technologies has ap-
pointedViditAatrey,founder
ofMeesho, as independent
directoronitsboard. PTI

Tata Group picks
Scoot’s Wilson as
Air India CEO-MD

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY12

NEWPROJECTannouncementsin
themanufacturing sector have
improved significantly to Rs 6.2
lakhcrore inFY22,a riseof 93.75
per cent, as against Rs 3.2 lakh
crore in FY20, a Bank of Baroda
(BoB)studyhassaid.
Thiswasledbyimprovement

inmachinery,chemicalsandtex-
tiles. “Services and the construc-
tionsectorstillseemtobelagging
fromlossessufferedduringmul-
tiplewavesofCovid-19pandemic,
withnewprojectannouncements
running below their pre-pan-
demiclevels,”thestudysaid.
SonalBadhan,economist,BoB

said, “In FY20, newprojects an-
nounced in themanufacturing
sectorhadfallento17.8%,butrose

sharplyto38.3%inFY21androse
further to 43.5% in FY22. FY22
print is the highest since FY05.
Thiscouldbethecaseastheman-
ufacturing sectorwas less hit by
subsequentwaves of Covid-19,
comparedwithservicessector.”

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

■453.52metrictonnes
ofgoldareheldwith
BankofEnglandand
Bankof International
Settlements

OVERSEASHOLDINGS

AsFPIexitshit forex reserves,
RBIsteppedupgoldpurchases

New Delhi: The Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) has asked field of-
fices to not issue reassess-
ment notices for financial
years2012-13,2013-14and
2014-15 to small taxpayers
whereintheincomeescap-
ing from tax is less than Rs
50 lakh. PTI

No reassessment
notices for three
years till FY15

STUDYBYBANKOFBARODA

‘FY22: 93.7% rise in new
manufacturing projects’

Dallas:TwoseniorTwitterleaders
will depart the company, CEO
ParagAgrawaltoldemployeesina
memo,seenbyReuters,Thursday.
He also said Twitter would

pause most hiring. Kayvon
Beykpour,wholedTwitter’scon-
sumerdivision, andBruce Falck,
who oversaw revenue, both
tweetedonThursdaythatthede-
partureswerenottheirdecisions.
Meanwhile, theUSSecurities

andExchangeCommission is in-
vestigating ElonMusk's delayed
disclosure of his sizable stake in
Twitter Inc lastmonth, theWall
StreetJournalreported.REUTERS

Volatile
stablecoins
trigger rout
in cryptos

BITCOIN,ETHERFALL

REUTERS
LONDON,MAY12

THEMELTDOWN in TerraUSD,
oneof theworld’s largest stable-
coins, sent shockwaves through
cryptocurrency markets on
Thursday,pushinganothermajor
stablecoinTetherbelowitsdollar
peg and sending bitcoin to 16-
monthlows.
Cryptocurrencies have been

sweptupinasell-offacrosshigher
risk assets. The sell-off has taken
thecombinedmarketvalueof all
cryptocurrencies to $1.2 trillion,
less thanhalf ofwhere itwas last
November, based on data from
CoinMarketCap.
Bitcoin, the largestcryptocur-

rencybymarket cap,hit a lowof
$25,401.05onThursday,itslowest
levelsinceDecember28,2020,be-
forerecoveringslightlylaterinthe
sessiontotradeflatonthedayby
1600GMT.
Inthepasteightsessionsithas

lost more than a quarter of its
value, or around$10,700, and is
down37per cent so far thisyear,
trading far below the peak of
$69,000ithitinNovember2021.
Ether, the world’s second-

largest cryptocurrency, fell to its
lowestsinceJune2021,sinkingas
lowas$1,700.

Sanjiv Bajaj
takes over as
CII president
NewDelhi:SanjivBajaj,chairman
andMDof Bajaj Finserv Limited,
has assumedoffice as thepresi-
dent of the Confederation of
IndianIndustry(CII) for2022-23,
the industry body said on
Thursday.Hetakesover fromTV
Narendran, CEOandMDof Tata
SteelLimited.
HeroMotoCorpLtdChairman

andCEOPawanMunjal is theCII
President-Designate for2022-23
whileTVSsupplychainsolutions
executivevicechairmanRDinesh
takesoverasvicepresident.“Sanjiv
has been engaged with CII for
manyyearsat theState, Regional
andNationallevel...,”itstated. PTI

‘Twitter CEO
to staff: Hiring
on hold, two
leaders to leave’

CampbellWilson viaTataGroup
■TheFinance
Ministrysaidrural
incomeanddemand
inthecurrentyear
areset torise

INCOMERISE

‘Low-income strata
less impacted by
inflation, show
consumption trends’
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Machinery,chemicalsand
textilesledtheimprovement
ininvestments. File
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E-AUCTION NOTICE BY HARYANA TOURISM
Haryana Tourisum invites Licensing Out Following Shops/sites/activities

At Various Tourist Complex Thrugh E-Auction (http:eauction.gov.in)
Last Date of Submission of Document 18.05.2022 (Upto 11.00 AM)

Date of E-Auction 19.05.2022 (11.00 Am To 4.00 PM)

SL. Item Location Size Period Reserve EMD Fee (2% of
No. Price Reserve Price)

A HTC TILYOR TOURIST RESORT, ROHTAK

Name of DDO: PARTAP SHARMA,

1 Rice and Pickle Fresh Fruit and Juice Shop Fast Food, Tilyar Resort, Rohtak 13x10 3 Year 150000 3000

B HTC Tourist Resort, Oasis Karnal

Name of DDO: VIJENDER SHARMA

2 Fresh Fruit, Fresh Juice & Dry Fruits Oasis Complex 12.9’x11.10’ 5 Years 3500000 70000

3 Ice Cream & Ice Cream Shake Shop Oasis Complex 11.10’x12.10’ 5 Years 2000000 40000

4 Punjabi Jutti and Kurti Shop Oasis Complex 13’x6’ 5 Years 530000 10600

5 Readymade Garments Oasis Complex 12.9’x11.10’ 5 Years 900000 18000

6 Popcorn & Sweet Corn Site Oasis Complex 6.6’x6.3’ 5 Years 4000000 80000

7 Pickle Shop Oasis Complex 13.6’x12.3’ 5 Years 1000000 20000

8 Pollution check & Puncture site Petrol pump 9’x6’ 5 Years 700000 14000

C HTC Parakeet Tourist complex Pipli

Name of DDO: VIJENDER SHARMAANIL BAJAJ Mobile No. 92153-10047

9 Fast food Near Restourant 45’x55 hall, 13’x33 3 Years 10000000 200000
ctre, 10’x12 kitch

10 Ice cream cold drink shop Outside Fast Food 10x12 3 Years 9000000 180000

11 Confectionary Shop Outside Fast Food 10x12 3 Years 7500000 150000

12 Fresh Fruit & Juice Shop Outside Fast Food 10x12 3 Years 3500000 70000

D HTC Red Bishop Tourist Complex, Panchkula

Name of DDO: NEERAJ GUPTA Mobile No. 94164-60100

13 Floweriest Shop Complex 10’x8’ 3 Years 1200000 24000

14 Site for puncture of vehicles Petrol Pump 8’x8’ 3 Years 200000 4000

E HTC Dabchick Tourist Complex, Modal

Name of DDO: ANAND Mobile No. 98963-77700

15 ATM Near entry Gate Dabchick 3 year 15000 300

16 Site for merry 30 ground small rides for kids Lawn of Dabchick as required 3 year 90000 1800

17 Boating & fishing Activity Dabechick Lake 1/2 Acre 5 year 167000 3340

18 (Fresh Fruit, Fresh Juice, ice cream parlour (one shop) Near entry Gate Dabchick 10x10 3 year 54000 1080

19 2 No. shops (interconnected) for pastry, Bakery, Gift items, Pocket food Near entry Gate Dabchick 20x10 feet 3 year 900000 1800

F HTC SURKHAB TOURIST RESORT SIRSA

Name of DDO: BHOOP SINGH, MOBILE NO. 94163-51888

20 Shop No. 1 Surkhab Chowk, 10’0”x11’.9” 3 Years 400000 8000
Hisar Road, Sirsa

21 Shop No. 2 Sirsa 10’.0”x11’.9” 3 Years 400000 8000

22 Shop No. 4 Sirsa 10’.0”x11’.9” 3 Years 400000 8000

23 Shop No. 6 Sirsa 10’.0”x11’.9” 3 Years 402000 8040

24 Shop No. 7 Sirsa 10’.9”x11’.0” 3 Years 420000 8400

G HTC BADKHAL LAKE

Name of DDO: U.S. BHARDWAJ, MOBILE NO. 98102-97997/93115-33921

25 Pollution Check Centre Petrol Pump Badkhal Lake Open Site 3 Years 193600 3872

H HTC DAMDAMA LAKE, SARAS

Name of DDO: RAJESH KUMAR, MOBILE NO. 98117-67651

26 Adventure Activity along with Child Fun Games, Camel Ride Lawn Area Open Site 3 Years 500000 10000
and Horse Ride

I HTC KARNA LAKE, KARNAL

Name of DDO: VIJENDER SHARMA, MOBILE NO. 94161-18755

27 Fresh Fruit & Juice Shop In front of Restaurant 8.5’x11’ 3 Years 1999800 39996

28 Rice & Pickle Shop In front of Restaurant 8.5’x11’ 3 Years 665500 13310

29 Karamel Popcorn & Stream Corn Shop In front of Restaurant 8.5’x11’ 3 Years 2476100 49522

30 Leather Goods Shop In front of Restaurant 17’x22’ 3 Years 1700000 34000

J HTC Jungle Babbier Tourist Resort Dharuhera

Name of DDO: HARVINDER SINGH, Mobile No. 94160-40444/90500-40444

31 Shop No. 1 Bhagat Singh Chowk 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

32 Shop No. 2 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

33 Shop No. 3 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

34 Shop No. 4 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

35 Shop No. 5 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

36 Shop No. 6 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

37 Shop No. 7 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

38 Shop No. 8 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

39 Shop No. 9 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

40 Shop No. 10 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 180000 3600

41 Shop No. 13 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 216000 4320

42 Shop No. 14 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 216000 4320

43 Shop No. 15 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 216000 4320

44 Shop No. 16 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 216000 4320

45 Shop No. 18 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 216000 4320

46 Shop No. 24 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 216000 4320

47 Shop No. 25 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 252000 5040

48 Shop No. 26 -do- 10’x15’ 3 Years 252000 5040

49 Parking Site Near DHR Bus Stand Open Site 1 Years 3200000 64000

K HTC Koel Complex Kaithal

50 Booth No. 2 Complex 12’x15’ 3 Years 450000 9000

51 Booth No. 4 Complex 12’x15’ 3 Years 450000 9000

52 Shop No. 2 Complex 10’x20’ 3 Years 400000 8000

53 Shop No. 5 Complex 10’x20’ 3 Years 400000 8000

54 Shop No. 6 Complex 10’x20’ 3 Years 400000 8000

L HTC Anjan Yatrika Tourist Complex

Name of DDO: NISHANT, MOBILE NO. 93556-96270/94664-69000

55 Pollution Check Centre Complex Open Site 2 Years 150000 3000

56 Cold Drink Shop Complex 8’x12’ 3 Years 200000 4000

M TIKKAR TAAL MORNI

Name of DDO: BHARAT BHUSHAN, MOBILE NO. 83077-03804

57 Puncture Shop/Mechanic Shop Complex Open Site 1 Years 25000 500

N HTC YADAVINDRA GARDEN PINJORE

Name of DDO: ANIL KUMAR, MOBILE NO. 94666-36541

58 Aeroted Drink (Cold Drinks, Milk Bottle and Minreal Water) in Front of Main Gate 10’x10’ 2 Years 750000 15000

59 Confectionary (Sale of Patties, Bread Cakes, Pan Masala & Pan -do- 10’x10’ 2 Years 500000 10000
Parag and Cigaratee etc. & other prohibited Items are not allowed

60 Ice Cream (Brands Name like Amul, Verka, Vita, Vadilal, Creambell -do- 10’x10’ 2 Years 1000000 20000
etc.) alongwith store for storage of Ice-Cream

61 Fresh Fruit Juice and Teta Pack Juice (Sale of Mango/Maja/Slice/ -do- 10’x10’ 2 Years 600000 12000
Cold Drink will not allowed.

62 Handloom and Handicraft -do- 10’x10’ 3 Years 600000 12000

63 Leather Article Shop -do- 10’x10’ 3 Years 8000000 160000

64 Sticker Photo Printing Picture, Poster Post, Picture Chart etc. -do- 10’x10’ 3 Years 250000 5000

65 Rice and Pickle (Non-veg Pickle will not be allowed) -do- 10’x10’ 3 Years 250000 5000

66 Baby Train -do- 25’x50’ 3 Years 1500000 30000

67 Gol Gappa, Chat Papri, Bhel Puri, Alloo Ticky (2 Rehari+1 Ticky Counter) -do- 12’x22’ 2 Years 700000 14000

68 Camel & Horse Riding -do- 10’x30’ 2 Years 1500000 30000

69 Parking -do- Open Space 1 Years 3000000 60000

70 South Indian and Chinese Inside Garden Food Court 12’x12’ 3 Years 3000000 60000

71 Kulcha (Readymade only) Channa Bhatura, Alloo Ticky, Samosa, Gol -do- 12’x12’ 3 Years 2000000 40000
Gappa, Chat Papri, Chat Bhalla and Tilla Kulfi

72 Caramel Pop, Corn, Steam Corn, Bhelpuri, Burf ka Gola, Sugar Candy -do- 12’x12’ 3 Years 800000 16000
and Packaged Drinking Water at Jal Mehal

73 Baby Train (along the Boundary Wall from 4th Terrace) Inside Garden Open Area 3 Years 500000 10000
along the Wall

74 Kids Play Zone (Mini Baby Battery Cars, Small Swings and Baby Inside Garden 40’x40’ 3 Years 300000 6000
Train (Behind Jal Mahal) (Right side of Jal Mahal)

E-Auction Documents along with details of activities are available at the website of HTC i.e. www.haryanatourism.gov.in as well as on NIC portal
http://eauction.gov.in for online participation, Managing Director, HTC reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any reasons.

ISSUED BY MANAGING DIRECTOR9562/Hry

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER,

WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
ASSAM, GUWAHATI

No. CE/CC/WR/NIT/2019-20/1003/140

NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT
Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Guwahati, on behalf of Governor of Assam
invites National Competitive Bidding Tender for the following works .

Details may be seen at website- https://assamtenders.gov.in
1. Bidders may Bid for one or more lots/contracts, as further defined in the request for

bids document. If a Bidder chooses to quote for more than one lot/contract, it should
submit separate Bid (complete with all documents including Bid Security) for each
lot/contract. Bidders wishing to offer discounts in case they are awarded more than
one lot/contract will be allowed to do so, provided those discounts are included in the
Letter of Bid.

Chief Engineer,
Water Resources Department

AssamJanasanyog/C/2314/22

SI.
No. of

packages

Name of The Scheme Lot/
Contract
No.

Approx.
amount
in lakh
(Rs.)

Earnest
Money/ Bid
Security in
lakh (Rs.)

1. Procurement of Geotextile materials including
filling materials of coarse sand as reserved
stocks for utilization during flood and erosion
exigency works.

1 136.85 1.5

2 130.65 1.5

2. Procurement of Pre-Stressed Concrete (PSC)
porcupine members for reserved stocks for
utilization during flood and erosion exigency
works.

1 48.02 .50

2 188.33 1.90

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Date: 13.05.2022 Central Procurement Group

All Materials & Services will be as per AMIL specifications / BOQ.
All Prebid Meeting will be done electronically / telephonically due to Covid19 restrictions.

For details in respect of Service/ Material, Qualifying Requirement , Terms & Conditions, Services / Submission of Tender Documents, etc, Please visit our web site :-
www.adanielectricity.com --> Tenders ---> Open Tenders. The Tender document will be available on above link from 13.05.2022.

Tenderer must submit their bids online / electronic submission. Vendor should keep in touch with website www.adanielectricity.com
for any corrigendum / Amendments; no separate information regarding Corrigendum will be published in newspapers.

NIT No. Brief Works Description Estimated Cost
(INR, Lakhs)

Cost of EMD
(INR, Lakhs)

Prebid
Meeting Date

Due Date &
Time of

Submission

Date &
Time of

Bid Opening

1315.32AMIL/
2022-23/01

Development of Transition Station
Plot at Village-Mandvi

20.05.2022
11:00 Hrs

30.05.2022
17:00 Hrs

31.05.2022
17:00 Hrs13.2

Date:- 13.05.2022

ADANI ELECTRICITY MUMBAI INFRA LIMITED

AMIL CIN: U40106GJ2020PLC111877

AMIL Registered Office Address: Adani Corporate Office,
S G Highway, Shantigram, Near Vaishno Devi Circle,

Ahmedabad 382421

SALUTE THE SOLDIER
LATE MAJ AK DAS

30 June 1962 to 13 May 1993
In everlasting memory of Late Major AK Das, who made the supreme
sacrifice for the honour of the Nation in a valiant action against terrorists
on 13 May 1993 in J&K .His Memory will continue To inspire all ranks
of SHOLAS.

Commanding Officer & All Ranks 16 RAJPUT
A Tribute to Brave Hearts 13th May

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-hearts.
On this day, they laid down their lives at the altar of duty while
fighting with the LWE outfits. Their courage and bravery would remain
an abiding source of inspiration for the force. The force will remain
eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.

CT/GD SUBHASH
CHANDRA

BIOM KIRANDUL
13-05.2012

CT/GD PRAKASH
CH MEENA

BIOM KIRANDUL
13-05.2012

CT/GD ASHOK
KUMAR

BIOM KIRANDUL
13-05.2012

CT/GD JAYANTA
DAS

BIOM KIRANDUL
13-05.2012

CT/GD KAILASH
CH MEENA

BIOM KIRANDUL
13-05.2012

CT/GD RANJIT
SINGH

BIOM KIRANDUL
13-05.2012

PUBLIC NOTICE

DEPARTMENT OF TOWN & COUNTRY

PLANNING, HARYANA
Through this Public Notice, G~neral Public is hereby

informed that Licence No. 106 of 2017 (9.96875 Acres),
which was granted to 'Sai Aaina Farms Pvt. Ltd.' for
developing Affordable Group Housing Colony in Sector
68, Village Badshahpur, District Gurugram has been
cancelled by Director, Town & Country Planning,
Haryana, on 09.05.2022, due to some irregularities & non
compliance of Terms & Conditions of the licence.

Therefore, General Public is advised not to indulge in
any Sale/Purchase/Transaction in the above cancelled
licensed project and if people have purchased any
property in the above project, they are directed to submit
the detail of the said property/purchase details, along
with receipt of amount paid to the colonizer, in the O/o
Senior Town Planner, Circle Gurugram, 3rd Floor, HSVP
Complex, Sector 14, Gurugram within 15 days from the
publication of this notice, All the documents are to be
submitted in Hard Copies. Documents sent through email
etc. shall not be entertained.

Senior Town Planner,
Gurugram9589/HRY

Govt. of Punjab
Tender Notice No. PAU/SPO/SSS/2022/459 Dated: 11.05.2022

The Department of Store Purchase Organisation, Punjab Agricultural
University, Ludhiana invites online e-tender under double bid system i.e.
Technical bid & Financial bid for the following:

Sr. Description of material Last date of
No. Submission of

tender

1. 06.06.2022
upto 11.00 A.M.

Rate Contract for the purchase of various
packing material i.e. B twill gunny bags, Jute
Canvas Bags, Cloths Bags, Laminated fabric
seed bags, Hesian bags, Non woven Cloth
Bags.

Closing date and time: 06.06.2022 at 11.00 AM
1. For additional details visit website https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in

and www.pau.edu.
2. Corrigendum/Addendum/Corrections, if any, will be issued on above

websites only.
Sd/-

Admn-cum-Accounts Officer
Store Purchase Organisation

(e-mail: spoaao@pau.edu)
PAU Ludhiana14180/Pb

Office of the Executive Engineer
(Jal Shakti Department) PHE Division Baramulla

Email: kmrphebla@gmail.com (FAX) 01952234575 (Tel) 01952234244

CORRIGENDUM
EXTENSION NOTICE

Ref:- This office ENIT No. 11 of 04/2022 dated 27.04.2022
issued vide No. PHE/Bla/CC/ 748-58 dated
27.04.2022.

In order to ensure greater participation in respect of the
works advertised vide this office above referred ENIT, the
online Bid Submission End Date is hereby extended up to
18-05-2022 2:00 P.M and Tender Opening Date shall be 19-
05-2022 03:30 P.M.

All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti, (PHE) Department

Division Baramulla.

No: PHE/Bla/CC/1209-1219
Date:- 12.05.2022
DIPK-1892

Regd. Office.: PSEB H.O. Building, The Mall, Patiala
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813;

Contact No. 96461-18773

Tender Enquiry No. QQ-2326/PO-P

Chief Purchase Officer/ MM, Central Purchase Organization,
PSPCL, 2nd floor, Multistory Building. The Mall, Patiala, invites
E-Tender for Procurement of 6,300 Nos. Male-Female contact
sets for 11KV, 75 Amps GO switches against PSPCL Tender
Enquiry QQ-2326/ PO-P. For detailed NIT and Tender
Specifications please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
13.05.2022, 05.00 PM onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published
online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in C173/22 14168/Pb
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''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI,MAY12

FORDECADES, penalty corners have show-
casedthrillingactionsequencesonahockey
field--fromthecannonball-likeshotshurled
bydrag-flickersand“suicideruns” fromde-
fenderstoblockthemtothegoalkeepersdiv-
ingand lunging tokeep theball out.
But now, the future of one of hockey’s

most integral elements is being reconsid-
ered, at least in its current avatar. The rea-
son? Rising risk of injuries and a diminish-
ingsuccess rate.
The International Hockey Federation

(FIH)haslaunchedaconsultationprojectti-
tled, "Future of the Penalty Corner", which
aims to “balance between safety and the
spectacle”of theset-piece.
Althoughtherewillbenorulechangeun-

til after the Paris Olympics in 2024, the FIH
hastoldnationalfederations:“Wemustcon-
sidermaking changes to thepenalty corner
rulesBEFOREseriousorfatalincidentsoccur
andnotwait to reactuntil afterward.”
Themove,dependingonthedirectionin

which this conversation flows, couldhavea
profound impacton thegame.
Penaltycornersarethego-tomethodfor

scoringgoalsanddrag-flickersoftenarecel-
ebrated as heroes of their teams. At the last
two Olympics, four out of the top-five
goalscorerswerepenalty-cornerspecialists.
JonWyatt, the former England captain

whoisnowFIH’ssportanddevelopmentdi-
rector, insisted the purpose of their project
is to “start adebateandraiseawareness”.
“Personally, Idothinkthereneedstobea

changebutthatchangedoesn’thavetobere-
movingcertainpartsofthegame,”Wyatttold
The IndianExpress. “Wewill still have some-
thingcalledapenaltycorner...wehavetohave
somesortofpenaltyforafoulinthecirclebut
what that looks like is thediscussion.”
The safety aspect of penalty corners has

becomeadebate due to drag flicks --when
an attacker, in onemotion, collects the ball
justoutsidethe‘D’,dragsitintothecircleand
flicks it towards the goal. The flicks, un-
leashedfromadistanceofroughly14mfrom
thegoal, can travelup to150kmph.

While goalkeeperswear complete pro-
tective gear, the defenders are left vulnera-
ble, especially the first player who rushes
straighttowardsthedrag-flickertoblockthe
angle and those standingnear thegoalpost
as the last lineof defence.
In 2004, while playing amatch against

Pakistan inNewDelhi, former India captain
DilipTirkeynearlylostvisioninhisrighteye
while trying to stop a drag-flick from
Pakistani legendSohail Abbas, arguably the
finestexponentof theart.
“I suffered a hairline fracture belowmy

right eye and even today, I experience pain,
especially duringwinters,” Tirkey,whowas
positionednearthegoalpost,toldthispaper.
The defenders are nowadays allowed to

wear protective gear -- gloves, visors, knee
pads,etc--buttheFIHsaiditgivesthem“an
unnatural sense of safety” and puts them-
selvesindangerouspositionstostoptheball
fromgoing into thegoal.
Inlate2020,themembersofFIH’shealth

andsafetycommitteeanalysed295matches
that took place in 2015 and 2016. Their re-
searchshowedthatpenaltycornerswerere-
sponsible for 13.9 per cent of the overall in-
juriesandincludedblowstothehead.
Wyattsaidthatatanelitelevel,wherethe

techniques of attackers and defenders are
advanced, thenumbersmightbe low.
“(But)weareresponsibleforsettingrules

for all levels of the game. At the grassroots
level, the skills aren't that high.Maybe that
means the ball doesn't travel as fast but are
thedefenderswearingthebestpossiblepro-
tectiveequipment?Aretheytrainedandable
to react asquicklyaspossible?Are shooters

fullyincontrolofwhattheydo?”Wyattsaid.
Thesightofplayerswalkingwoundedon

thefield,orthemjustwearingalltheprotec-
tivegear, “gives the imageofhockeybeinga
dangerous sport, detracting from parents
wanting their children to start playing”, the
FIHnoted.Andevenas the safety aspects of
the penalty corners were being examined,
the conversion rate at the Tokyo Olympics
last year further forced them
torethink therules.
“Theamountofprotection

that is now allowed for de-
fenders to wear means at
Tokyo,mostteamsweresend-
ingtworunnersdirectlyatthe
flicker,thusblockinghalfofthe
goalwhilethegoalkeeperhad
to just take care of the other
half ormaybe two-thirds of
thegoal,”Wyattsaid.“Thatre-
sulted in fewer goals scored
frompenaltycorners.”
From reducing the num-

berofdefenderstorestricting
theheightofthedrag-flicksto
the level of the backboard, the FIH has re-
ceivedanumberof suggestionstomakethe
set-piecesafer.Wyattsaidhehopestotryout
newrulesinleaguesandlower-leveltourna-
mentsnextyearbeforeimplementingthem
post-ParisOlympics.
Butgivenhowcrucialpenaltycornersare

toteamsandplayers,heisawarethatanyde-
cision the FIH takeswill generatemore de-
bate.“Wearenotgoingtopleaseeverybody,”
he said. “But we have to put safety at the
heartof thedecisionswemake.”

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI,MAY12

DILIPTIRKEYisscarredfor life.Literally.
Eighteen years ago, in October 2004 at

Delhi’sNationalStadium,Tirkeywasmanning
the right goalpost when Pakistan legend
Sohail Abbas unleashedhis trademark fero-
cious drag-flick. On the left postwas Viren
Rasquinha. And they bothwatched in dread
asgoalkeeperAdrianD’Souza,inhisinimitable
style,chargedouttoblockAbbas’shot.
ForRasquinhaandTirkey,D’Souza’s runs

madethesightingtheballthatmuchtougher.
“Ifhewouldn’tbeabletostoptheball,itwould
comethroughhislegsorunderhisarms.And
Sohailhadaslingaction,soyoucouldn’tjudge
wheretheballwasgoing,”Rasquinhasays.
“In thatmatch against Pakistan,we had

planned thatDilipwould take the right post
down and I’d take the left. Sohail flicked,
Adrianrushedout,theballitdeflectedslightly
offhimanddeviatedfromitspath.”
Tirkey, not amanofmanywords, gets in

theflowwhilenarratingwhathappenednext.
“Iwasn’t able to spot the ball.WhenAdrian
rushed out, I just turned a little and before I
could even react further, the ball hitmyeye.
Ekdumsunnhogayathodesecondkliyeand
phir,girgaya(Iwentnumbforafewseconds
and then, fell to the ground). I couldn’t open
myrighteye.”
Tirkeysufferedahairlinefracturejustun-

derhisrighteye.Hesaysheistremblingeven
now,while recalling the inci-
dentthattookplacenearlytwo
decadesago. “Themark is still
there and it pains even today,
especially duringwinters,” he
says.
Thepotentialdangerofthe

hockey ball flying at high
speeds following a drag-flick
and the future of the penalty
cornerisupfordiscussionand
reviewaftertheFIH launched
a consultation project titled:
‘Futureof thePenaltyCorner’.
The danger during drag-

flicks ismore pronounced for
defenders, especially the first

rushers, the player who runs towards the
flickertocuthisangle,andthepostmen,those
guardingtheposts,likeRasquinhaandTirkey.
When the twoplayed, the defenders did

notwearalotofprotectivegear.LikeGavaskar
facingthefearsomeWest Indianpacerswith
nothingelsebutonlyafloppyhat,thedefend-
ers back then depended largely on their re-
flexes,andalittle luck.
“Iwon’tlie,weusedtobeveryscared.Ball

zoo-zoo karke jaata hai,” Tirkey says.
Rasquinha,who shared that fear, adds: “We

stoodwithoutanyprotectionatall,exceptthe
abdomenguard.Mostofusdidn’tevenwear
gumguards somycolossal fearwas that the
ballwould hitme bang onmy teeth and I’d
loseallof them.Ifwasagenuinefear.”
Overtheyears,theruleshavechangedand

defenders are given 40 seconds towear all
theirprotectivegear–facemasks,gloves,knee
pads, andsuch. Ithas reducedtheseverityof
injuriesinsomecasesandproponentsofdrag
flicks say the advancements in technology
shouldbeusedtomakepenaltycornerssafer,
ratherthanchangingtherules.
“Forme, it’s like F1 racing,” saysGonzalo

Peillat,whosedragflickslaunchedArgentina
tothetopof thepodiumintheRioOlympics.
Peillat,whonow representsGermany in in-
ternationalhockeyandisoneofthefinestcon-
temporary drag-flickers, isn’t pleasedwith
FIH’smove,sayingthatpenaltycornersareno
lessdangerouscomparedtoother situations
fromopenplay.
“I don’t think it’s (the PC review) a good

idea. InF1, thereare lessand less injuriesbe-
causeofthetechnology.Wecanhavethesame
eveninhockey.Weusealotofequipmentthat
protectseverything,fromthefacetothefoot.
In the last twoOlympics, therewasn’t even
one injury throughpenalty corners,” Peillat
says.
That doesn’t necessarilymean they are

completelysafe.
At the Tokyo Olympics, India defender

Amit Rohidas, considered to be one of the
finest first rushers in the country, suffered
bruisesonhis chest, abdomen, kneeandan-

kleinjustonematch–againstGermanyinthe
bronzemedal playoff.What Rohidas does is
dubbedinhockeyas‘suiciderunning’–charg-
ingdirectlytowardstheflicker,tostoptheshot
evenif itmeanssufferingablow.
TheFIHhasarguedthattheprotectivegear

hasgiventhedefendersafalsesenseof secu-
rity,whichleadstothemrunningstraightinto
the path of the ballwithout thinking of the
consequences.Rasquinhaagrees.“Thespeed
atwhichtheballtravels,nofacemaskwillpro-
tect you,” he says. Rasquinha’smind harks
back to the earlywinter encounter against
Pakistan in 2004. After thematch in Delhi,
whereTirkeygotinjured,thecaravanmoved
to Chandigarh and from there, to Amritsar
whereAbbas scoredhisworld record 268th
goal.Rasquinharemembersthegoalnot just
fortherecord,butalsobecauseitnearlytook
hisheadoff.“Iwasguardingtheleftgoalpost.
Andagain,Adrianchargedout.Thistime,the
ball came fromunderhis armpit. I couldnot
seeituntilthelastsecondwhenInoticedthat
itwas headed straight for themiddle ofmy
eyes. I justduckedatthelastsplitsecondand
astheballwentovermyhead,Icouldfeelthe
breeze…”hesays.
Theshotwassofast,theformerIndiacap-

tain adds, that the ball tore through the net
and hit the advertisement boards. “The ref-
eree thought itwent over the goal and sig-
nalled out. But all the Pakistani players and I
knewitwentintothegoal.”Rasquinhapauses
momentarily to reflect. Thenadds: “I hadno
facemask,nogumguard…Icouldhavedied
thatday.”

MAKINGHOCKEYSAFEAGAIN

“Inoticedthatthe
ballwasheaded
straight for the
middleofmyeyes.
Iduckedat thevery
lastsplit second
andastheball
wentovermy
head, I couldfeel
thebreeze.”

Atthe last twoOlympics, fouroutof thetop-fivegoalscorerswerePCspecialists. MOSTRISKYPOSITIONS:Thefirst rushers, theplayerresponsible toruntowards
the flicker toblockhisangle,andthepostmen, thoseguardingthepostsduringa
penaltycorner. Illustration : SuvajitDey

CROSSWORD4739

ACROSS
1Theymaycausestrikeson
theirdaily rounds(4,5)
8Course forasinger (5)
9Parity forexample involving
Italy (7)
10Squirmandturnwhiter
(6)
11Still acauseofpoor
reception(6)
12Havingpaidherecovers
(8)
15Atarget’sbeensetagain
for thewatersports (8)
18Convertmewiththisbelief
(6)
20Cover fora fightermaybe
(6)
21Danceapace (3-4)
22PointoutaFrenchresortof
relative importance (5)
23Afinecommotionovera
sandywaste (4,5)

DOWN
2Haveadutyeven if itmight
betough?(5)
3Passonthedetailsof astory
fromTralee (6)
4He favoursdictationabove
allhis subjects (8)
5Avertsdisaster - fast
(6)
6Perhaps tomanyabranchof
medicine (7)
7 It’s for therestof thecast
(5,4)
11Looking for loosechange
sir? (9)
13Clearlynotasothersare
(8)
14 Inagesotwistedsuffering
pains (7)
16Foundandcopied(6)
17Domestic service (3,3)
19 It’sverysteepsochange
course (5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
There'sa restlessair
today,andalthough
there'snoneedfor
youtobecaught

up inwhat'sgoingon,
colleaguesmay involveyou in
theirplans to travelorpursue
a favouritenewpastime.
AmbitiousAriensaregoing
tobeonarollover thenext
fewdays, somakethe
mostof it.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Theplanetsare
completingaseries
of harmonious
alignments toyour

sign,andtheireffectwill givea
generalboost toyourenergy.
Adoptanoptimisticattitudeto
allyouraffairsandyou'llmake
themostof theprevailingSun-
Moonangles.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
You'veeveryreason
to look forwardtoa
positiveand
productiveperiod.

Watchout foraminorcrisis
later in theday, though,
perhapspromptedbyacareless
friendorcolleague,and
symbolisedbytheapproaching
encounterbetweentheSun
andMoon.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Thepeoplewhowill
bemosthelpful to
youtodayand
tomorroware likely

tobethoseyoudon'tknow
verywellorwhomyou
havemetonlyrecently.
Yourseriousattitudeto
relationshipscanberather
attractive,but friendswho
thinktheyknowyoubest
couldpickupthewrongend
of thestick.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Youcouldhave
toomuchonyour
plate,butcertain
discreetmoves

canonlyenhanceyour
professionalprospects,
sodowhateverneeds tobe
done.Yet remember that
integrity isnecessary if
youwant toretainyour
colleagues' respect.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Youmightbeseized
byaboutof anxiety
regardingyour
career,or some

otherworldlyambition,but
minorproblemswillpass
quitequickly. Fortunately,you
realise that, in the last resort,
nothingwilldetract fromyour
success. Inpointof fact, this
isamoment forpleasureand
self-indulgence.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
There'sagreatdeal
happeningbehind
thescenes,notallof
it toyour liking.

You'll throwsomelight
onaconfusingsituationby
drawingotherpeople's
attentionto the facts.But
there'snoguaranteethat
they'll listen,at leastnotuntil
nextweek.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
This isaconstructive
moment.BothSolar
andLunar
alignments raise the

stress level, somakeat least
someattempt toseepartners'
pointsof view,otherwise
you'llneedlesslyoffend
thosewhocare foryou. If you
lookafterotherpeople's
interests, they'll takemore
carewithyours.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Nowthat the
weekend is
approaching,you
mayfeel likeslowing

downalittle.Yet, even if you
haven'tgotmuchonyourplate,
you'reboundtobecaughtup in
someof your friends'hectic
plans.Youmayalsobe in line
forawonderfulwindfall, and
about time,youmightsay.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Althoughitwouldbe
foolish to imagine
that there'llbeno
hitches today,you'll

feel immenselysatisfied if you
focusondevelopingyour
creative talents.Asenseof
yourowndestinywillboost
yourconfidenceandstand
you ingoodstead.Safe tosay,
this isoneof yourspecial
timesof year.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Youmaybetempted
intosomesortof
rashspeculation,but
dobear inmindthe

fact that it's all tooeasyto throw
awayhard-earnedmoney.Be
waryof apparently idealoffers
andexamineall thedetailswith
greatcare.Andperhapsyou
shouldopenupto life'smystical
possibilitiesaswell.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Sometimesyour lack
of self-confidence
preventsyoufrom
makingthemostof

your imaginative ideas,but
under today's illuminating
planetarypictureyou'dbe
doingyourself an injustice if
youkeptyour thoughts to
yourself.Youcouldalsobe
takingresponsibility foranew
grouporsocialevent.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Timedoesnotchangeus.It just___us- MaxFrisch(7)

SOLUTION:POISE,BLIND,UNBIND,COFFIN
Answer:Timedoesnotchangeus.Itjustunfoldsus-MaxFrisch

EIPOS BINNDU

BDILN CFINOF

SolutionsCrossword4738:Across:1Unleash,4Beast,7Urns,8Stitchup,10Los
Angeles,12Stolen,13Adrift,15Apocryphal,18Property,19Sock,20Dates,21
Hearken.Down: 1Usual,2Longshot,3Hatred,4Betterdays,5Ache,6Topcoat,9
Interprets,11Fishhook,12Snapped,14Scotch,16Liken,17Bolt.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

Sightofwounded
playerswalkingoff the
fieldnotagood
advertisement forsport

Hockey goes in huddle
over penalty corners

Tirkey, Viren recall fractures, close calls
and Sohail Abbas’s blinding drag-flicks

New Delhi



VolXC-157Regd.No.DL-21046/03-05R.N.I.No.506/57. PrintedandPublishedbyR.C.MalhotraonbehalfofTheIndianExpress(P)LimitedandPrintedatTheIndianExpress(P)LimitedPress,A-8,Sector-7,Noida-201301andDBCorpLtd,DainikBhaskarVillageUnanTola,NearDanapurCantt,
ShivylyaRoad,PostKhagaul,Shahpur,Patna(Bihar)andPublishedatTheIndianExpress(P)Limited,MezzanineFloor,ExpressBuilding,9&10,BahadurShahZafarMarg,NewDelhi110002.Editorialoffice:TheIndianExpress(P)Limited,MezzanineFloor,ExpressBuilding,9&10,BahadurShah
ZafarMarg,NewDelhi-110002.Phone:0120-6651500.Advertisingoffice:TheIndianExpress(P)Limited,B1/B,Sector-10,Noida-201301.Phone:01206651291.ChairmanoftheBoard:ViveckGoenka,ChiefEditor:RajKamalJha,Editor:UnniRajenShanker,Editor(Delhi):RakeshSinha****

ResponsibleforselectionofNewsunderthePRBAct.Copyright:TheIndianExpress(P)Limited.Allrightsreserved.Reproductioninanymanner,electronicorotherwise,inwholeorinpart,withoutpriorwrittenpermissionisprohibited.TheIndianExpress®

18
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,MAY13,2022

PLAYING TONIGHT
Indian Premier League
RCB vs PK, 7.30pm

LiveonStarSportsNetworkSPORT
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Esha-Saurabhwin
goldinmixedteam
pistolatWorldCup
Suhl: The duo of Esha Singh and
Saurabh Chaudharywon themixed
teampistolgoldasIndianshootersex-
tended their dominance at the ISSF
JuniorWorld Cup in Suhl, Germany.
India'sPalakandSarabjotSinghsettled
forthesilvermedalafterlosingtoEsha
and Saurabh16-12 in the goldmedal
match.RamitaandPaarthMakhijaalso
won silver in the 10mair riflemixed
teamcompetition, going down13-17
to the Polish pair of Julia Piotrowska
andWiktorSajdakbutnotbeforemak-
ing it threemedals on the day. In all,
Indiahassofarwon10medals,includ-
ing four gold. The Indian pistol pairs
camethroughaftertoppinga38-field
qualification round of 60 shotswith
scores of 578 and 575 respectively. It
was Palak and Sarabjotwho had the
better of Esha and Saurabh in this
roundbut themore experiencedpair
saw it throughwhen itmattered the
most. In the juniormen's trap, three
shooters—AryaVanshPathak,Vivaan
KapoorandShardulVihaan—shotre-
spectable scores of 118 (the first two
names) and 117 each to finish ninth,
10thand12threspectively.PTI

Dagarwinsgoldat
Deaflympics
Caxias: Indian golfer Diksha Dagar
outplayedAmericanAshlynGracein
the final to bag gold medal at the
Deaflympics, fulfillingherpromiseof
improving upon the silver-winning
performance at the 2017 edition.
Diksha is now the only golfer with
twoDeaflympicsmedals–asilver in
Samsun, Turkey in 2017 and gold in
2022,whichisactuallythe2021edi-
tionofDeaflympics.The21-year-old
who is a professional with victories
on the Ladies European Tour, com-
pletedadominantperformancewith
a5and4wininthefinalof thematch
playsectionof theladiesgolf compe-
tition. She beat Grace Johnsonwith
fourholes to spare. PTI

BoxerAnamika
enters last-16
New Delhi: Indian boxer Anamika
(50kg)showedherprowessandtech-
nicalsuperioritytoadvancetothepre-
quarterfinals of the IBA Women's
World Boxing Championships, beat-
ing Romania's Eugenia Anghel by
unanimous decision in Istanbul on
Thursday. The bout started on an ag-
gressivenoteasboththeboxersrelent-
lessly attacked from theword go but
Anamika displayed her sharp foot-
work and body feints to land clear
punches while evading her oppo-
nent's counters. The boxer from
Rohtakcontinuedherrelentlessattack
inthesecondroundanddidn't lether
opponent settle down. She dictated
thetermsthroughoutthewholebout
and comfortablywon by 5-0margin
tomovetothenextround.

BRIEFLY

Men’s teambeatMalaysia3-2toenter thesemifinals, guaranteedofbronzemedal

Thomas Cup runneth over
SHIVANINAIK
MAY13

THEY DUG so deep individually in their
quiet,personal journeysandatother times
together noisily on training courts, that in
the end, the Indian team found the depth
towin its first ThomasCupmedal.
Having a former World No.1, a World

Championshipsilvermedallistandin-form
player like Kidambi Srikanth play the sec-
ond singles of the five-match tie, followed
by the dependable big-match beast, HS
Prannoy lining up for MS3 - that was two
assuredwins in a tie pointing to India's re-
markable depth. An overlap of a bunch of
talented singles shuttlers all pulling in the
samedirection.Then thedoublesplodders
- Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, they who never stop trying -
clinched the crucial point to trigger hope.
Thegoldengenerationofmaleshuttlers

- some of whom first took to the interna-
tionalcourtsadecadeago-elevated Indian
badmintonintotheultimaterealmof shut-
tle royalty on Thursday, medalling at the
prestigious team championships, edging
outMalaysia 3-2 in a thrilling quarterfinal
tie at Bangkok.
All thoseyearsof being relegated to the

shadows of India's women shuttlers, qui-
etlysharpeningtheirgames,gulpingdown
narrowlosseswhichendedupin fineprint
of scoresandreturningto familiardrawing
boards castigating them on their bunch of
mistakes.TheThomasCupteamfinallyex-
haled.Somemaycall it roared.Gutturaland
gutsy, it was the sound of things falling in
place. "Malaysia is not sleeping tonight," a
gleeful national coach Pullela Gopichand
chuckled,aboutalossthatcanbecompared
toIndiagoingoutearly fromacricketworld
cup. India will fancy their chances against
Denmarkinthesemifinals togunforthebig
medal,whereLakshyaSenwhomissedout
on Thursday gets a chance to propel India
forward.

HowMalaysiawas tricked
MalaysiaboastofarichThomasCuphis-

tory from 70s and 80s, but in recent years
andunderpressurehavetendedtowobble.
Think all those Lee ChongWei finals being
second-bested by the Chinese. So when
they split up their doubles pairing and
coachRexeyfieldedascratchpairingofGoh
SzeFeiandNurIzuddinforthefirstdoubles,
India sniffed an immediate chance.
The equationwas simple. Srikanth and

Prannoy, the vily foxes, the Indian seniors
pickled in international battles, the outra-
geouslytalentedpros--wereboundtoboss
over the two youngsters, NG Tze Yong and
Leong JunHao. The twopeaked on the cir-
cuit in the 2017 dizzy season scalping big
names. But after a sobering four years of
strugglingwith injury and formand confi-
dence crises, had gained the cushioning of
self-assurance, where they trusted their
gamesandability tonegotiatecourtcondi-
tions. India could rely on both against
youngsters.
Malaysia,mightycuriously,didnot field

their experienced player Daren Liew and
wentaheadwiththepromiseofyouth.Plus
the doubles stunt. Lakshya Sen started
India'scharge,againsthisAllEnglandscalp,
LeeZii Jia,whohadsplit fromtheMalaysian

centralsystem,patchedupwiththeauthor-
ities, and returned evenmore ripped and
raucous inhissmashingthanBirmingham.
At Bangkok, he fended off Sen's desperate
attemptsattrappinghimwithacommand-
ing show at the net and a loud booming of
the smash.He toyedwith the Indian in the
secondtowin23-21,21-9puttingMalaysia
1-0 ahead.
That'swhenIndia'shithertolucklesspair

ofSatwik-Chiragtooktothecourtinthefirst
doubles. The duo havemissed narrowly at
the Olympics andWorld Championships
and countless other tournaments, flubbing
big leadsandsetpoints foraharrowing last
twoyears,thoughtheywonIndiaOpen.Still,
apressuregameofThomasCupwithmedal
at stakeagainstMalaysia cancount as their
biggest challengeyet.
Itwas Chirag Shetty,with a neonhead-

band and a screaming pumped fist, who
pulled the Indian pairing with force and
conviction.Hemannedthebackcourtwith
a stomp, kept Satwik gee-ed up through-
out,wasassertiveinhisdownwardsmashes
andassured in lowdefense.Satwik isyet to
Hulkout fullyashe iscapableof,butChirag
knewhe couldn'twait for the giant to fully
be roused. He just took on themantle and
literally spooked Izuddin andGohwithhis

domineering play of well placed down at-
tacks.
The fear of the coiled Satwik uncoiling

anymoment, added to the sheer pressure.
Malaysianfans,as istheirauditorywont,

created one right din, but the Indians, vet-
eransof thenoisewallwellbeforetheyturn
25,were game for a nice scrap as they bul-
lied theMalaysians, winning 21-19, 21-15
in41minutes of high intensity battle.
With tie scores levelled 1-1, Kidambi

Srikanth unveiled one of the most com-
posedshowingsof his career, a regal21-11,
21-17schoolingof NgTzeYong.YoungYong
had hismoments, levelling at 14-14 in the
second,but itwasaSrikanthmasterclassall
theway, unfurling his strokes and calming
nerves. Coming back from 11-15 down
youngYongtook4quickpointsasSrikanth
sprayederrors.Butintherallythatfollowed,
the Indian29yearold, cameupwithasub-
limesmashandrushingfollowupatthenet
to soothe fears. Then came the regal pris-
tine Srikanth smash. India 2-1.
India's second doubles pair of Krishna-

Vishnu lost 21-19, 21-15 to Teo-Chia. 2-2.

Backhand beast
Finally, thebackhandbeastHSPrannoy

steppedoncourtagainst20yearoldLeong.

The gulf in experience and skill aside, this
was still a pressure cooker match. India's
men's singles players have a long history
(meticulously shredded on Twitter time-
lines) of previous losses and resultant un-
generous feedback they regularly cop. Not
onThursday.
Prannoywas decisive in his strokeplay.

Thebigbackhandsmashdidn'tsurface,but
he didn't need it to. The backhand pushes
at the net poked holes in Leong's game af-
ter the Malaysian led early. Once he got a
measureof Leong,Prannoyjustdidn't letgo
his footoff thepedaltakingtheopenerwith
fist pumps - his only forehand stroke.
At 4-6, racquets literally clashed at the

net like swords. On a couple of line calls —
the court had no tech reviews — Prannoy
got testy,butneverallowedtheemotionto
get the better of him. He would take the
nextpointwithextragusto.Thewhiffofex-
perience was literally in the air, evident in
thewayheallowed shuttles to sail past his
nostrils knowing they would land out. So
accuratewashis judgment.
This was a team high on confidence,

smeltedwith teamspirit and fit to thecore
to last thebattles. The last time Indiamade
semis was in 1979 — a team of Prakash
Padukone /SyedModi/ LeroyD’sa -Suman
Mishra,ParthoGangulyplaying3rdsingles
and Padukone played second doubles. A
semis didn't mean amedal then for it was
just 8 teams in the fray.
For this generation of Indians though,

it's been a longhard road to redemption.
"The bestmoment has to be the decid-

ingmatch of Prannoy! He started off slow
but when he got the rhythm he just killed
it," Chirag Shetty told Express later. He ad-
mittedheandSatwikwereunderthepump
goingintothematch."Well forus itwas im-
portant andnot just for the teamcausewe
didn’t play that great against the Chinese
Taipei pair. So we really needed this win.
Andwewentouttheretogiveourbestshot.
And yeah happywith thewaywe played,"
he added.

AfterLakshyaSenlostandtheShetty-Rankireddypairwon,Srikanthmadeit2-1bybeating TzeYong. (Below)Theteam. File

FROM CHAMPIONS TO ALSO RANS

CSK lose battle of laggards, play-off hopes end

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MUMBAI,MARCH12

IN AN astonishingly low-quality display
wherebatsmenseemedtobecompetingas
towhocouldgetoutmorepoorlyonapitch
withsomelivegrass,aknocked-outMumbai
Indians dismissed Chennai Super Kings for
97 toendtheirplayoffshopes.

The implosion
Right at the start of anothermatch they

neededtowintokeeptheirrazor-thinhopes
alive, the lights literallywent out on CSK. A
powerdisruptionknockedout theDecision
Review System. The DRS was back by the
fourthoverof theCSKinnings,butitwastoo
late;DevonConwayhadbeengiven leg-be-
forebyumpireChirraRavikanthreddyoffthe
secondball of thematch fromDaniel Sams.
Replays suggested therewas enough angle
on the delivery to havemost likelymissed
legstump,consideringithadstruckConway
infrontof leg.ThatwastheonlydecisionCSK
couldhaveputdowntomisfortune,forthey
proceededtoirredeemablysealtheirfateby
theirownhands.
Moeen Ali thought about a pull off the

brisk and bustling Sams, he then thought

about aborting the pull, and finally settled
foranothinghacktoshortmidwicket.Robin
Uthappawas given a torrid Test-match like
working-over by Jasprit Bumrah, and even
DRSwouldn’thavesavedhimif itwasavail-
able.
Almostasif tryingtooutdotheimplosion

of the first threewickets, the others found
variouswaysofgettingout.RuturajGaikwad
nickedSamstothekeeperdownthelegside,
Ambati Rayudu managed to nick Riley
Meredithbehindofftheinsideedgefromthe

off-stumpline.Eventhepowerplaywasnot
done yet, and CSK had lost half the side for
29.
ShivamDubewalkedinandalmostlofted

one straight to extra cover, just clearing the
fielder,andpromptingMSDhonitowalkup
tohim.ThatquietenedDubeforabit,buthe
soondepartedcaught-behindtryingtoslash
Meredithover thekeeper.

Forlorn Dhoni
Shane Watson, the former CSK all-

rounderandcurrentDelhiCapitalsassistant
coach, had told TheGrade Cricketer that he
felt sorry forRavindra Jadeja,whohadbeen
giventheCSKreinsearlierwiththeoverpow-
ering presence of Dhoni always around. As

hestoodmotionlessatthenon-striker’send,
anarmonhiswaist,Dhonihimself cutafor-
lorn figurewatchinghis teamcrumble.
It was like the regular Dhoni showwas

playingoutinaparalleluniverse.Thestand-
ingovationwhenhewalkedout tobatat17
for 4, the chants of ‘Dhoni, Dhoni’ when he
eased Sams through cover for his first four,
his typically calm picking of the gaps, the
coupleofsixesthatsentthecrowdwild,even
theunsuccessfuldashafterleavingabouncer
totryandretainstrikewithNo11attheother
end; all of it appeared to be happening in-
side a cocoonwhere reality doesn’tmatter.
And the realitywas that CSK had been dis-
missedfor97in16overs,andtheircampaign
wasall but formallyover.

ShakyMI
The impressive Mukesh Choudhary

moved theball back inconsistently into the
right-handersandMIwerereducedto33for
4 in no time. The leg-before of Samswas so
plumb it was remarkable Tilak Varma im-
ploredavisiblyreluctantSamstoreview.MI
ekedout the remainingruns inamixtureof
insideandoutsideedges.Ittookthemalmost
15overs to put an end to the shambles. The
30.5 overs on an utterly forgettable night
were the surest evidence that these two
teams have earned and deserved the ninth
andtenthspot in the table this season.
BRIEFSCORES:ChennaiSuperKings:97all
out in 16 overs (Mahendra Singh Dhoni 36
not out;Daniel Sams3/16) lost to Mumbai
Indians:103/5in14.5overs(TilakVarma34
notout;MukeshChoudhary3/23).

IPL TABLE

TEAM M W L PT NRR
GT 12 9 3 18 0.376

LSG 12 8 4 16 0.385

RR 12 7 5 14 0.228

RCB 12 7 5 14 -0.115

DC 12 6 6 12 0.210

SRH 11 5 6 10 -0.031

KKR 12 5 7 10 -0.571

PK 11 5 6 10 -0.231

CSK 12 4 8 8 -0.181

MI 12 3 9 6 -0.613

AlateswitchbacktoDhoniascaptain
couldnotchangefortunes. Sportzpics

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MAY12

THEREWASnoDecisionReviewSystem
(DRS) available at the start of the IPL
matchbetweenChennaiSuperKingsand
MumbaiIndiansuntilthefourthoverdue
to a power issue atWankhede Stadium.
Thetosswasdelayedbyafewminutesas
wellasoneofthefloodlighttowerscould-
n't getenoughelectricity.
"Beforethetosstherewasashortcir-

cuitandtherewasanissueinthesystem.
Becauseofthis,thetosswasdelayed.One
floodlight towerwasn't getting enough
power supply.Also, power supply to the
broadcast production got affected, after
whichtheofficialsworkedtorestorethe
system," aMumbai Cricket Association
official toldThe IndianExpress.
It isunderstoodthattherewasafault

with the diesel generator thatwas pro-
viding power to the broadcast produc-
tionset-up.
The broadcasters had touse back-up

power supply from the MCA instead,
whichtooksometimetobecomeopera-
tional.
Meanwhile, CSK lost Devon Conway

lbwforagoldenduckintheveryfirstover
fromDaniel Sams. But Conwaywas un-
abletoreviewwhatlookedlikeatightcall
atbestwiththeballangledinandhitting
Conway in frontof legstump. In thesec-
ond over, Robin Uthappamade the re-
viewsignalaswell afterbeinggiven lbw

off JaspritBumrah,buthadtoaccept the
on-fieldumpires' call andwalkoff.

Gif-worthy decision
TheumpireRavikantReddynodoubt

haswalked intoaviralGif.Hewasshap-
ingtoextendhisarmstosignalawidebut
suchwastheintensityintheappealofthe
wicketkeeperMSDhoni that he quickly
abortedthewideplan,andpulleduphis
right arm to signalHrithik Shokeenwas
out, caughtdownthe legside.
Of course, Shokeenwasn’t amused

andwentfortheDRSwhichshowedthat
itwasn’tawideallrightbut itmissedthe
bat comfortably andwent off the thigh
pad.
Wehavehadafewinstances likethis

in the past. Chris Gaffianey had once
raised his finger to rule Cheteshwar
Pujaraoutbeforeat the lastminute,pre-
ferring to scratch his hatted head.More
famously, in 1997, the umpire Raman
Sharma had begun to raise his finger to
rule Ajay Jadeja caught behind but
changed his mind to do a Gaffaney. Or
rather Gaffaney did a Sharma. Reddy,
merely,succumbedtotheMSreputation.

NoDRS atWankhede after
power failure, CSK suffer

SYNOPSIS: In a clash befitting the two
bottom-placed teams, CSK crashed out
of IPL2022afterMIshot themout for97
in a laboured five-wicketwin.

It isunderstoodthat there
wasafaultwiththediesel
generatorthatwasproviding
powertothebroadcast
productionset-up.

REUTERS
LONDON,MAY12

FORMER NEW Zealand captain Brendon
McCullumhas been appointed head coach
of England's Test team,
the country's cricket
board (ECB) said on
Thursday.McCullumre-
placedChrisSilverwood
who left the role in
February after England
were thrashed 4-0 in
the Ashes in Australia,
with Paul Collingwood
stepping inasacaretakercoach.
McCullum, 40, is currently in charge of

Indian Premier League Twenty20 side
KolkataKnightRidersbuttheECBsaidhewill
be in place to start his role when New
Zealand visit for a three-Test series starting
atLord'son June2.
"WearedelightedtoconfirmBrendonas

Englandmen's Test head coach. It hasbeen
a real privilege to get to knowhim and un-
derstandhisviewsandvisionforthegame,"
ECB managing director Rob Key said in a
statement.
"He has a recent history of changing

cricket culture and environments for the
better, and I believe he is the person to do
that forEngland's red-ball cricket.Wewere
incredibly fortunate to have a seriously
stronglistofqualitycandidatesforthepost,
with Brendon demonstrating he was our
numberonechoice."
FormerSouthAfricaandIndiaheadcoach

Gary Kirsten had been linkedwith the role
andCollingwoodwasalsoconsidered.
McCullumplayedthelastofhis101Tests

at Christchurch in 2016 against Australia,
where he hit the fastest ever century in the
format (54balls).
Hefinishedhiscareerwith6,453runsin-

cluding 12 hundreds and 31 half-centuries.
Hewill be taskedwithworking alongside
newly-appointedTest captainBenStokes to
getEnglandoutofaslumpaftertheteamwon
only one of their last 17matches, with Key
describingthepairingasa"formidablecoach
andcaptainpartnership".
"Intakingthisroleon,Iamacutelyaware

ofthesignificantchallengestheteamfacesat
present,andIstronglybelieveinmyabilityto
help the team emerge as a stronger force
once we've confronted them head-on,"
McCullumsaid.
"BenStokesistheperfectcharactertoin-

spirechangearoundhim,andIlookforward
toworking closelywith him to build a suc-
cessfulunit aroundus."
Former England captain Michael

AthertonsaidMcCullumisa "veryboldand
imaginativechoice"frommanagingdirector
Key.
ApartfromcoachingtheKolkataIPLfran-

chise,McCullumalsoworkedwiththeirsis-
ter team,TrinbagoKnightRiders, in theT20
CaribbeanPremierLeague.
AthertonsaidMcCullum'slimitedcoach-

ingexperiencewasnotaconcern.
"His limited coaching experience has

come in the IPL... But he did play 100 tests,
scored a testmatch triple hundred and he
wasverysignificantintestcricketinhisown
right,"Athertonsaid."...Asacaptainandasa
leader, he's got plenty of experience in Test
matchcricket."

McCullum
named England
Test coach

New Delhi
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