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GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE & TAXES

HUMAN RESOURCE BRANCH: ROOM NO. 315
3RD FLOOR, VYAPAR BHAWAN: NEW DELHI-110002

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR HIRING OF TWO
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANCY FIRMS FOR ENGAGING 20
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Department of Trade and Taxes (DT&T) hereby invites E-tender
for engaging 2 (two) Chartered Accountancy Firms for engaging
20 Chartered Accountants. The tender is to be submitted Online
in a two bid system consisting of three stages of Pre-
Qualification, Technical and Commercial Bid on the Govt. of
NCT of Delhi e-procurement Portal at
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in. The tender document
is also uploaded on Department's portal at https://dvat.gov.in/.
The last date of submission of Bidding is 11.05.2022
(06.00PM).
The critical date sheet is as under:-

Note:- If any due date happens to be a holiday then the next
working day will be the due date at the same time.

Sd/-
Assistant Commissioner (HR)

Department of Trade and Taxes, Delhi
Dip/Shabdarth/0016/22-23

S. No. Description of Activities Date Time

1
Release of RFP on Govt. Procurement
portal and Deptt. Website

11.04.2022 03.00PM

2 Pre-Bid Meeting 21.00PM 03.00PM

3 Last date of Submission of Bids 11.05.2022 06.00PM

4
Date & time for opening of Pre-
Qualification Bid Cover

12.05.2022 12 Noon

5
Date & time for opening of Technical
Bids

17.05.2022 12 Noon

6 Date of opening of Commercial Bids 23.05.2022 12 Noon

Office of the Executive Engineer
Construction Division-2, P.W.D. Bijnor

(HQ-Najibabad)
Notice Inviting Tender

No.: 380/NividaSuchana/2021-22 Date: 26.03.2022
1. On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, tenders for following the work are invites by the Executive Engineer CD-2, P.W.D.

(HQ- Najibabad) the percentage rate bids from the eligible and approved Contractors registered (Category A, B, C & D) with
UP PWD. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to read carefully the minimum
qualification criteria & other information in Detailed Terms and Conditions.

2. Detail of works:

3. Date of receiving bid: 21.04.2022(10.00 AM.) to 26.04.2022 (5:00 P.M.)
4. Bid receiving place and address: (Name and address placed in column no. 8, 9, 10, 11)
5. Last date of Bid & Submission of Documents.: (27.04.2022upto1:00 PM. (Name and address at placed in column no. 8,

9, 10, 11)
6. Date of Opening Bid: 27.04.2022 at 3:00 PM. (Address At placed in Colum. No.9)

UPID No-174618 dt. 06.04.2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

Sl.
No.

District Name of Work Estimated
cost

(Rs.in
Lac)

Bid
Security

(Rs.in
Lacs)

Time of
completion
of the work
(Including

rainy
season)

Cost of
Tender

documents
including
GST (Rs.)

Address
of

Executive
Engineer
executing
the work

Address
of D.M
Office

Address
of

Superint-
ending

Engineer

Address of
Chief

Engineer

Category
of road
contrac-

tor
eligible

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Financial Year 2021-22 Renewal with general repair

1 Mochipura in Front of Village
Meman road.

2 Seohara Thakurdwara road to
Jainagar road

3 RafipurMohan to Farzpur road

4 NH-74 in Km 37 to Karauli
Narayanpur Ratan road

5 Kiratpur Chhitrawar road to
Islampur Sahu (Salampur)
road.

6 Budgarilink road

7 Hussainpur Ghazipur to
Aurangabad road

8 KithoraNangla to Umri Road.

9 Mustafapur Aansulink road.

10 Nagina Badhapur road in Km
07 to Shahmuzaffpur road.

11 Inspection House Najibabad
approach road

12 Najibabad Nagina road to
Guniyapur via Sikanderpur
Basi Ganguwala road

13 Chidiyapur Samipur road in km
15 to Rampur Mangal road

14 Aurangzebpur Fazilto Canal
road.

15 Bundki Station to Harganpur
road

16 Khijarpur Jaggu to Tukhmapur
Harwansha road

17 NH-74 in km 39 to Narayanpur
Ratanvia Safiyabadroad

18 NH34 in Km 42 Gadayakaurf
Fazalpur Maan road

19 Rahmapur Prempuri Gulalwali
road

20 Anandipur to Ramnagar road

Assistant Engineer
CD-2, PWD, Bijnor

(Hq Najiababd)

(Er. Yogendra Singh)
Executive Engineer
CD-2, PWD, Bijnor

(Hq Najiababd)
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OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION-2, P.W.D AGRA

Notice inviting E-Tender
Letter No. : 479/10A/2022-23 Date : 31.03.2022
1. The Executive Engineer Construction Division-2, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites
the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved registered Contractors. As The work
Comprises of specialized Building work, hence contractors bidding fr the work must be registered in Road
work with UPPWD. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause
4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.
2.

3. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.
4. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website

http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 20.04.2022 to
26.04.2022. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in and
Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176 (Àff.)/06 Dt 25-08-2020 on
or before 12:30 Hours Dt 26.04.2022. Technical Bid received online will be opened on 27.04.2022 at
12:30 Hours.

5. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same issued
from approved agencies before submission of bids.

6. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable at the time
of payment.

7. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of payment.
8. Original MM-II forms proof of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every running bill in accordance

to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining Utter Pradesh letter no. 2146/86-2019-52(IK0)/2019
dt. 30.09.2019, G.O. No.- 115(1)/86-2020 dated 15.01.2020 and other relevant government order circulars
for all the materials procured from the quarries.

9. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account as per
G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 I.T./2017 T.C., I.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows as :
(1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking of E-tender

portal Account (Non Refundable).
(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column-8 by Internet Banking of E-

tender portal Account.
(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of

Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per G.O. No.-3070/78-2-2018-421.T./2017(22)I.T. and Electronics Section-2
Dated- 03.01.2018. (J.P. Singh)

Executive Engineer
Construction Division-2,

P.W.D., AGRA

UPID NO.174607 DATE-06.04.2022
WWW.upgov.nic.in

Sl.
No

Name of Work

Esti-
mated
cost

(Rs. in
Lac)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Cost of
Document

(in Rs.)

Time of
Comp-
letion

Address of
Executive
Engineer

executing the
work

Address of
Superin-
tending

Engineer

Address of
Chief

Engineer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1.

Maintenance work of
the building of
Government Inter
College, Agra.

35.00 3.50

Tender cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
896.00

02-
Month

Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer,

Agra Circle,
P.W.D., Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

2.

Maintenance work of
building of Virangana
Avantibai Government
Girls Inter College,
Kalal Khedia, Agra.

4.70 0.47

Tender cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
728.00

01-
Month

Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer,

Agra Circle,
P.W.D., Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra
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Jammu & Kashmir Sports Council
Administrative Block Bakshi Stadium, Srinagar/MA Stadium, Jammu,
E-mail:- jkstatesportscouncil@gmail.com, Contact No: -0194-2311207,

0194-2310064 0191-2570423,0191-2560771.

Sub: Hiring of manpower for Khelo India State Centre of Excellence at Jammu and Srinagar-Publication of
provisional list of eligible candidates & shortlisted candidates.

Ref This office notification No.SC/3771/1810-17 dated 30-6-2021 and SC/3771/1855-62 dated 1-7-2021.

NOTIFICATION
1. Whereas, applications for various positions were invited from eligible citizens of India for hiring of manpower in Khelo India

State Centre of Excellence at Jammu & Srinagar in Fencing and Rowing disciplines respectively vide advertisement notifi-
cation dated 30-6-2021 and 1-7-2021, and.

2. Whereas, the applications were scrutinized by the committee constituted vide order No.648 of 2021 dated 26-11-2021, in
its meeting held on 10-1-2022 & 2-3-2022 in accordance with the eligibility criteria prescribed by the SAI, and

3. Whereas, the committee shortlisted eligible candidates to provide an optimum ratio for the interview as per the standard cri-
teria fixed by the SAI, and

4. Whereas, the following number of eligible candidates have been shortlisted provisionally for interview purposes to be conducted shortly:-

Objections/grievances if any, are invited from public at large with regard to provisional list of shortlisted candidates selected for
interview for hiring of manpower in Khelo India Centre of Excellence which should reach this office at J&K Sports Counil, Sports
House, M.A. Stadium Jammu on or before 18" April, 2022 in both hard and soft copies. Soft copy can be emailed to jkstates-
portscouncil@gmail.com List of eligible candidates alongwith shortlisted candidates shall be available on our Official website viz
jksportscouncil.in from 07-04-2022. Objections/grievances received after the due date will not be entertained. Decision of the
selection committee shall be final in such matters.

Sd/-
SECRETARY

J&K Sports Council
No: SC/3771/3215-23
Dated:- 06.04.2022

S Position Number Number of Number Number of
No of applications of eligible candidates

vacancies candidates shortlisted
for interview

1. High Performance Manager 2 12 05 05

2. Assistant Coach 2 07 04 04

3. Young Professional 2 42 33 10

4. Nutritionist/Dietician 2 36 04 04

5. Masseur (02 Male & 02 Female) 4 (2 each Male & Female) 14 02 02 (Male)

6. Strength & Conditioning Trainer 2 35 20 10

7. Conditioning Expert 2 10 04 04

8. Physiotherapist 2 108 61 10

DIPK-NB-118

ODISHA RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
Under the Department of Energy, Government of Odisha

(ISO 9001: 2008 / ISO 14001: 2004)
S/59, MANCHESWAR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

Website: www.oredaorissa.com E-mail: ceoreda@oredaorissa.com

Advertisement No. 924 Date 07.04.2022
OREDA invites online applications from prospective candidates to fill up the vacancies in the post of
Assistant Director (Technical), Technician and Junior Assistant.

Reservation of posts in respective categories will be applicable as per the Reservation Rules and
Acts applicable in Odisha. For details please refer to the advertisement in the official website of
OREDA http://oredaodisha.com. Interested candidates may log in and apply online in the application
portal. The application portal will be active after 24 hrs of issue of this advertisement in newspaper.
Corrigendum / addendum if necessary shall be issued and posted in the official website only.

sd/- Director (Administration)
OIPR - 04065/11/0003/2223

CAD-71

SI No. Name of the Post No of Posts

(1) (2) (3)

1. Assistant Director (Technical) 14 (W:5)

2. Technician 32 (W:10)

3. Junior Assistant 32 (W:4)

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR LEASING OF PHULWARI SHARIF BRANCH PREMISES
Indian Bank (A Public Sector Bank) invites tenders under 2 bid system
(Technical & Financial ) from owners of branch premises / commercial
area willing to offer on lease basis (readily built) in Phulwari Sharif Patna
on Anisabad Phulwarisharif Road measuring 1600 sq.ft Carpet area on
ground floor with parking facility for a minimum lease period of 15 years
for setting up their Phulwarisharif Branch.
The tender forms can be downloaded from Bank's website
www.Indianbank.in and can also be obtained in physical form from the
following address from Last date for08.04.2022 to 22.04.2022.
submission of bids is and the duly filled in tenders are to be25.04.2022
submitted in prescribed format to the sameaddress.
Tenders are to be submitted in Two Cover system consisting of Technical
Bid and Financial Bid in two separate sealed covers super scribing
“TechnicalBid”or “Financial Bid”.
TheTechnical Bidswill beopenedon26.04.2022 at 3:30PM
Incomplete tenders / Late tenders / tenders not accompanied by requisite
EMD / tenders not in the formspecified are liable to be rejected.
Priority will be given to tenders from Public Sector undertaking / Govt.
Organizations.
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all offers without assigning
any reasonswhatsoever.
Tenders fromagents / brokerswill not be accepted.

(Regd Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in

Mobile No. 96461-01251, Email id:- se-it1@pspcl.in
Tender Enquiry No. 268/DIT-1083 Dated: 07.04.2022

Superintending Engineer/IT (A&PM), Ground Floor, 7-Story
Building, PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala invites e-
tender for Provisioning of MPLS connectivity in 47 towns of
PSPCL and PSPCL DC/ DRC. For detailed NIT & Tender
Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
from 07.04.2022, 3:00 pm onwards
NOTE: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online
at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. 13393/Pb

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WATER SUPPLY AND

SANITATION DIVISON, CUTTACK
MAHANADIBIHAR; CUTTACK-753004

Telephone: 0671-2441619,e-mail: eerwssctc@gmail.com
1St Corrigendum Notice

The following changes are to be considered for Bid Identification No. RWSSCTC 11 of
2021-22 under unavoidable circumstances.
1. Availability online bidding of tender will be from 11 hour of 13.04.2022 to 28.04.2022 up

to 17 hours instead of 08.04.2022 to 22.04.2022
2. Last date & time of seeking tender clarification will be on 27.04.2022 up to 17 hours

instead of 21.04.2022
3. Date & time of opening of tender will be on 29.04.2022 at 11:30 Hours instead of

25.04.2022 in the office of the Superintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Cuttack
Sd/-

Superintendig Engineer,
RWS&S DIVISION, CUTTACK.

OIPR - 25022/11/0001/2223

O-29

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in8834/HRY

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

UHBVN

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

LT XLPE ARMOURED CABLE OF
SIZE SCX25 SQ.MM AS PER
NIGAM'S TECH. SPECIFICATION
NO. CSC- 201/R-I/DH/UH/P&D/2020-
21 AND AS PER RELEVENT IS
ALONGWITH ITS AMENDMENTS.

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

13.04.2022
04.05.2022

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

EMD
2 LACS

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

uhbvn.org.in

NODAL
OFFICER/CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL

9988779248
cemm@uhbvn.org.in

SR.
NO.

1.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in8836/HRY

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

UHBVN

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

LT XLPE ARMOURED CABLE OF
SIZE SCX95 SQ.MM AS PER
NIGAM'S TECH. SPECIFICATION
NO. CSC- 201/R-I/DH/UH/P&D/2020-
21 AND AS PER RELEVENT IS
ALONGWITH ITS AMENDMENTS.

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

06.04.2022
27.04.2022

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

EMD
2 LACS

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

uhbvn.org.in

NODAL
OFFICER/CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL

9988779248
cemm@uhbvn.org.in

SR.
NO.

1.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in8837/HRY

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

UHBVN

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

RE-CONSTRUCTION

OF U-FENCING WALL

AT 33 KV S/STN. REC

KURUKSHETRA

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

CLOSING

DATE

18.04.2022

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

5.35
LACS

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

https://etenders.
hry.nic.in

NODAL OFFICER/CON-
TACT DETAILS/EMAIL

9356063248

xenciviluhbvn-

panchkula@gmail.

com

SR.
NO.

1.

New Delhi
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India's Top Potential Training Institute for IAS

Our Super Achievers CSE 2020

Venue : Hotel Jay Pee Siddharth, 3 Rajendra Place, Delhi. Call : 81266-44-440

Registration : www.vajiraoinstitute.comDate : April- 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17

Offline & Online
Modes available

MOCK INTERVIEW CSE-2021
Under the guidance of Eminent interview experts, Retd. IAS/IPS/IFS/IES Officers

Whatsapp DAF to : 8126644440, E-mail : vajiraoreddy19@gmail.com

GAURAV

BUDANIA13 RIA

DABI15SATYAM
GANDHI10 ARTH

JAIN16ANKITA
JAIN3 APALA

MISHRA9RANK

JAGRATI
AWASTHI2 RANK

JIVANI KARTIK
NAGJIBHAI8 RANK RANK RANK RANK RANK RANK17SARTHAK

AGRAWAL

RANK

Salient Features

* Personality analysis by Eminent Mock Interview Experts & Retd. IAS, IPS, IFS, IES Officers.
* One to One Discussion on DAF. * Performance evaluation & Feedback.

* Two mock interviews and one personal sitting with our mock interview experts. * The five members
interview panel which consist of Retd. Civil Servants, Mock-Interview Experts, Psychologists and
subject experts. * Each mock interview will be video recorded available to candidate for self analysis.

19/1A Shakti Nagar, Near Nagia Park Delhi. Call : 011-42547314, 9999458938

Shri M. Ramachandran (Retd. IAS)
* Former Secretary Govt. of India

* Former Chief Secretary Govt. of U.P.

Dr. G.C. Srivastava (Retd. IAS)
* Ex-member Secretary 12th Finance Commission
* Vice Chairman Central Administrative Tribunal

Prof. V. Gautam
(Retd. Prof. of Environmental Science & Biotech D.U.)

Shri R. Srinivasan IES (Retd.)
(Retd. Advisor to the Govt. of India)

Shri B.B. Srivastava (Retd. IAS)
Former Secretary to the Govt. of India Department

of Land Resources (Ministry of Rural Development)
*

Shri A.K. Mangotra (Retd. IAS)
(Former Secretary to Govt. of India)

Shri Anil Kumar, IAS (Retd)
Former Secretary, Govt of India.

Dr. Satendra, IFS (Retd)
International Disaster Risk Reduction Expert,

Food and Agriculture. UNO

Shri Anil K. Sinha (Retd. IAS)
* Executive Director National Institute of

Disaster Management Govt. of India

Shri Ranjiv Singh Dalal (Retd. IPS)
* Former Director General of Police, Haryana

Shri M.C. Gupta (Retd. IAS)
* Former Chief Secretary Govt. of Haryana

* Former Director of IIPA

Shri Skand Ranjan Tayal (Retd. IFS)
* Former Ambassador of South Korea, Uzvekistan

Dr. Bala Prasad (Retd. IFS)
(Ex Special Secretary to Govt. of India)

Shri Anil Kumar Upadhyay IFS (Retd)
Former Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, M.P

Mrs Sangeeta Gupta, IRS (Retd)
Chief Commissioner Of Income Tax.

Prof. R. Sharma
(Retd. Prof. of Political Science D.U.)

Shri Arun Jha, IAS (Retd.)
Former Secretary, Government of India

Prof. S.K. Singh
Expert of IR & Internal Security

Prof. Promila Batra
Retd. Prof. of Psychology "Psychologist"

Dr. S.S. Chaudhary
(Director Vajirao & Reddy Institute)

Session 2022:

Offline & Online LIVE Classes

New Batch : 10 May & 25 May

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,APRIL7

THEMADHYAPradeshpoliceon
Thursdayorderedaninternalin-
quiry and shuntedout a Station
House Officer (SHO) and an
Inspectorafteraphotographwas
posted on socialmedia of eight
men, includingafreelance jour-
nalistwhorunsaYouTubechan-
nel, stripped down to their un-
derwear and standing inside a
police station inSidhidistrict.
SidhiSPMukeshShrivastava

told The Indian Express that the
incidentwas linked to a protest
outsideKotwaliPoliceStationby
agroupofpeopleagainstthear-
rest of a theater artiste on April
2forallegedlydefamingBJPMLA
KedarnathShuklaandhissonon
Facebookusinga false identity.
He said YouTuber and free-

lance journalist Kanishk Tiwari
wasamongthosewhowerepart
of the protest and detained un-
derIPCsection151(assemblyto
disturb public peace) and re-
leased a few hours later. “But
why they were stripped and
who did that is being investi-
gated,” theSPsaid.
Speaking to reporters, Tiwari

said hewas detainedwhile cov-
eringtheprotestagainstthelocal
MLA.Hesaidthatheandhiscam-
eraperson were detained and
stripped inside the station, and
thatSHOAbhishekSinghclicked
the photograph and threatened
toparade themnaked if they re-
portedtheincident.
Tiwari alleged that he was

also repeatedly asked “why I
writeagainst theMLA”.
Later, in a video released on

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

In blow to Imran,
Pak SC restores
House, orders vote

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,APRIL7

IN A body blow to Imran Khan,
Pakistan’s Supreme Court on
Thursday unanimously struck
downacontroversialrulingbythe
Deputy Speaker on the rejection
ofano-confidencemotionagainst
himandorderedrestorationofthe
National Assembly, saying the
PrimeMinister'smovetodissolve
Parliamentandcallearlyelections
was“unconstitutional”.
In a landmark 5-0 verdict, a

five-member bench headed by
Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial
ruled that Deputy Speaker
Qasim Suri’s ruling was “con-
trarytotheConstitutionandthe
lawandofnolegaleffect,andthe
sameareherebysetaside.”
“The Deputy Speaker gave a

ruling on April 3. Leave was
granted on the no-confidence
motiononMarch28. The ruling
of the Speaker is declared un-

constitutional,” Chief Justice
Bandial said.
The court also declared the

advicebyKhantoPresidentArif
Alvi to dissolve the National
Assemblyas“unconstitutional.”
Thebench,includingJustices

Ijazul Ahsan, Mohammad Ali
MazharMiankhel,MunibAkhtar
andJamalKhanMandokhel,also

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,APRIL7

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Thursday
appealedtotheShiromaniGurd-
wara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC)toallowtheAAPgovern-
menttoinstall“advancedbroad-
cast technology” at the Golden
Temple inAmritsar tobeamthe
Gurbani live on various digital
platforms globally. The plea,
however,drewafrostyresponse
fromtheAkali-dominatedSGPC,
which asked him to “focus on
running the government” and
“notmeddleinreligiousaffairs”.
In a video message, Mann

said: “This endeavourwould go
a longwayinofferinganoppor-
tunitytodevoteestolistentothe
Gurbani besides having a
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China hackers
targeted
power grids
near Ladakh,
says report
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI, APRIL7

CHINESE HACKERS targeted
power grids in north India over
the last severalmonths includ-
ing in March this year, a US-
basedprivatecybersecurityfirm
hasclaimed.Itsaidtheseventar-
geted State Load Despatch
Centres (SLDCs) were "in prox-
imity to the disputed India-
Chinaborder inLadakh".
Using a family of malware

calledShadowPad,thesehackers
targeted SLDCs in north Indian
states, according to a report re-
leased by Recorded Future, a
Massachusetts-based cyber se-
curityfirmthatdescribesitselfas
specialisinginthecollection,pro-
cessing,analysisanddissemina-
tionof threat intelligence.
The hackers are backed by

Chinesestateentities,thereport
said, linkingtheuseof thetrojan
ShadowPadandhackinggroups
to the People's Liberation Army
andtheChineseMinistryofState
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Withdraw lookout, say sorry to
Aakar Patel, court tells CBI chief
ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

ADELHIcourtThursdaydirected
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) towithdraw
itslookoutcircular(LOC)against
former Amnesty International
IndiachiefAakarPatel. Ittoldthe
centralagency’sdirectortoissue

a written apology to Patel to
“heal hiswounds” and “uphold
thepublic trust in theagency”.

Hours later, Patel, whowas
stopped Wednesday from
boardingaUSflightatBengaluru
international airport, tweeted
thathewasstoppedatimmigra-
tionagain.
“Havebeenstoppedatimmi-

gration again. CBI has not taken
meoff their lookoutcircular,”he
posted at night. “Immigration at
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Tourists throng Valley: 50 flights a day and night
PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

FROMMILLENNIALSandyoung
professionals tohoneymooners
andmultigenerational families,
theUnionTerritoryof Jammu&
Kashmir is witnessing record
levelsof tourism.

The increasednumberof di-
rect flights to Srinagar, in addi-
tion to theUT’s tourismdepart-
ment initiatives, are drawing
travellers there, travel agencies
said,addingthatthedemandfor
tourism in J&K in the ongoing
summer travel season is four
timeswhatwaswitnessedpre-
pandemic.Also,giventhatmost

hotels are running at near full-
occupancy, room tariffs have
seenasharpincreaseof40-80%.
J&K typically is among the

toptourismdestinationsfordo-
mestic travellers inthesummer
season. "With heatwaves grip-
pingIndiaearlierthanusualthis
year,travellersarepreferringhill
stations andbeachdestinations

for summer getaways.Wehave
seen 17-20%month-on-month
growth in travel search queries
for Srinagar. Advance bookings
for the region are also picking
up,” Rajnish Kumar, co-founder
&groupchiefproduct&technol-
ogy officer at online travel por-
tal ixigo, said.
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Despite Russia’s red flag,
why India put foot down
in its tightrope walk
SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

THISWAS India's 12th
vote at the United
Nations where it ab-
stained — 11th since
RussiainvadedUkraine
onFebruary24—but it
was NewDelhi’s sharpestmes-
sage toMoscowso far.
For, an abstention— it does-

n’t count to calculate the tally—
at the United Nations General
Assembly on the resolution to

suspend Russia from
the UNHuman Rights
Council is, effectively,
seen as siding with
thosewhovoted “Yes”,
essentially the West-
ledby theUS.

More so, when according to
a note accessed by Reuters,
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Patelsaidhe
wasagain
stoppedat
Bengaluru
airporton
Thursday

Oppsupporterscelebrate
outsidetheSupremeCourt
in Islamabad,Thursday.AP

Eight including
journalist
stripped at MP
police station;
probe ordered

Mann:Allow
‘advanced
broadcast
technology’
atGolden
Temple

Message toMoscow
SaysdissolvingNationalAssembly
illegal;no-trustmotiontomorrow

India abstains in UNGA
vote that sacks Russia
from rights council
YOSHITASINGH
UNITEDNATIONS,APRIL7

THE UNITED Nations General
Assembly Thursday suspended
RussiafromtheUNHumanRights
Counciloverreportsof“grossand
systematicviolationsandabuses
of human rights” in Ukraine,
promptingMoscowtoannounce
itwasquittingthebody.
India abstained in the vote

thatindictedRussiansoldiersfor
killing civilianswhile retreating
fromtownsnearUkrainiancap-
italKyiv.
TheUS-ledpushgot93votes

in favour, while 24 countries
voted no and 58 abstained. A
two-thirds majority of voting
members in the 193-member
UNGA in New York — absten-
tionsdonotcount—wasneeded
to suspend Russia from the
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IFINDIAHASCHOSENANYSIDE,
it is thesideofpeace:Tirumurti

SUCHHASTYMOVEISADDING
fuel to fire:Chinavotes forRussia

Securitypersonnel identifycivilianskilled inBuchaontheoutskirtsofKyivonWednesday.AP

Mann wants
Gurbani on all
media; focus
on govt: SGPC
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Tightrope walk
Russiahadwarnedcountriesthat
a Yes vote or abstentionwill be
viewedasan"unfriendlygesture"
with consequences for bilateral
ties.TheIndianExpresshaslearnt
thatRussianenvoyDenisAlipov
had reached out to top Indian
diplomatstovoteinitsfavour.
Yet, NewDelhi chose to ab-

stain.
“This call was taken at the

highest levels in thegovernment
forduedeliberationandconsider-
ation...itwasnot taken lightly,” a
topgovernment source toldThe
Indian Express Thursday night,
shortlyafterthevote.
Even in the abstention,New

Delhi walked the tightrope. It
questionedtheprocessbywhich
themovetosuspendRussia took
placegiven that it happenedbe-
fore the international probe into
themassacre.Delhi'spointisthat
it shouldhavebeenbroughtbe-
fore theHumanRights Council
first, andnot theUNGA, sources
said. This is a signal to theWest
thatdueprocesshasnotbeenfol-
lowed,somethingthat Indian in-
terlocutorscandrawMoscow’sat-
tentionto.
Whatmoved the needle for

NewDelhiwas thenowwidely
documentedkilling of innocent
civiliansinBucha,atownnorthof
Kyiv. Imagesof civilianbodies lit-
tering the streets andMoscow’s
denialsparkedaglobaloutcryand
shrunkthediplomaticspacethat
Indiahascarefullycarvedoutsince
the invasion began in late
February.
Therewere someearly signs.

US Secretary of State Antony
BlinkencalledupExternalAffairs
minister S Jaishankar onApril 5,
barely an hour before the UN
Security Councilmet that day.
India, for the first time, Tuesday
had“unequivocallycondemned”
thekillingsas“deeplydisturbing”
andsupportedthecall foran“in-
dependentprobe.”
Theverynextday, Jaishankar

reiteratedtheposition,andmade
itclearthatitwasnotmovingfrom
itsposition,despiteMoscow'sout-
reach.
After Alipov’s outreach to

diplomats andhours before the
vote Thursday, theRussian em-
bassyissuedastatementblaming
Kyiv for the “heinous attack in
Bucha.”Sayingit“bringsbackthe
nightmares of theNazi crimes
during the SecondWorldWar,”
the statement said: “Themain
challengeistoensureagenuinely
independentandunbiasedinves-
tigation. Regrettably there have
beensofarwidespreadhollowal-
legations againstMoscowwhile
there’sevidencethatitwasinfact
acynicalfalseflagoperation,per-
petratedbyKievitself.”
The UN General Assembly

votesbya two-thirdsmajorityof
thememberspresentandvoting.
Abstentionsdonotcountandthe
resolution requires two-thirdsof
yes/novotestobeadopted.
ButDelhi'sevolutionhasbeen

gradualandincremental.
On February 25, after Russia

invadedUkraine, Delhi told the
UNSC that India is “deeply dis-
turbed”andurgedthatall efforts
bemadefortheimmediatecessa-
tionofviolenceandhostilities.
But, evenas it abstainedona

US-sponsored UN Security
Council resolutionthat“deplores
in the strongest terms” Russia’s
“aggression”againstUkraine,New
Delhi sharpened its criticismof
Russiabyflaggingthreeconcerns:
“respect for the sovereignty and
territorialintegrityofstates”,“UN
Charter” and“international law”.
Thiswas the first time Indiawas
invoking these three red lines,
whichhasnowbecomeitsrefrain.
OnMarch 2,with an Indian

studentwaskilledinKharkiv,India
told theUNGA that it “has been
deeplyconcernedovertherapidly
deterioratingsituationinUkraine
andtheensuinghumanitariancri-
sis”. Again, it reiterated theneed
torespectthethreeredlines,asit
pushedforthehumanitariancor-
ridor.
OnMarch24, signalling that

NewDelhiisnotalignedwiththe
Russianposition, Indiaabstained
onaresolutionpushedbyRussia
in the UnitedNations Security
Council(UNSC)onthehumanitar-
iancrisis inUkraine--theresolu-
tionwasperceivedtobecriticalof
Ukraine. The resolution failed to
getadoptedasitdidnotgetthere-
quiredninevotestopass.
Thatwas the first time India

hadabstainedonaRussia-spon-
soredresolution.Inpreviousvotes
ontheUkrainewar,Indiahadab-
stained from resolutions spon-
sored by the US-ledWest that
werecriticalofMoscow'sactions.
So Thursday’s abstention also
marksanewredline.

UNGA vote
47-member Geneva-based
HumanRightsCouncil.
Suspensions are rare. Libya

wassuspendedin2011becauseof
violence against protesters by
forces loyal to then leader
MuammarGaddafi.Also,Russiais

apermanentmemberof theUN
SecurityCouncil—nopermanent
memberhas ever had itsmem-
bership revoked fromanyorgan
oftheworldbody.
“India has abstained on the

resolution…Wedosoforreasons
of both substance andprocess,”
India’sPermanentRepresentative
to the UN Ambassador T S
TirumurtisaidintheExplanation
ofVoteafterthevoting.
"Since the inception of the

Ukrainianconflict,Indiahasstood
forpeace,dialogueanddiplomacy.
Webelievethatnosolutioncanbe
arrivedatbysheddingbloodand
atthecostofinnocentlives.IfIndia
has chosenanyside, it is the side
of peaceand it is for an immedi-
ateendtoviolence,”hesaid.
TirumurtisaidIndiacontinues

toremaindeeplyconcernedatthe
worseningsituationandreiterates
its call for end to all hostilities.
“Wheninnocenthumanlivesare
at stake, diplomacymustprevail
astheonlyviableoption,”hesaid.
He reiterated that recent re-

ports of civiliankillings inBucha
aredeeplydisturbing. “Wehave
unequivocally condemnedthese
killingsandsupportthecallforan
independentinvestigation.”
Tirumurti said the impact of

thecrisishasalsobeenfeltbeyond
the regionwith increasing food
and energy costs, especially for
manydevelopingcountries.
Indiahasbeenattheforefront

of protectinghumanrights, right
fromthedraftingoftheUniversal
DeclarationofHumanRights, he
noted. "Wefirmlybelievethatall
decisionsshouldbetakenfullyre-
specting due process, as all our
democraticpolityandstructures
enjoinustodo.Thisappliestoin-
ternationalorganisationsaswell,
particularly theUnitedNations,"
Tirumurtisaid.
Thedraftresolutionexpresses

“graveconcern”attheongoinghu-
manrightsandhumanitariancri-
sis inUkraine, particularly at the
reportsofviolationsandabusesof
humanrightsandviolationsofin-
ternationalhumanitarian lawby
Russia, including gross and sys-
tematic violations andabusesof
humanrights.
It recognises strong expres-

sionsofconcerninstatementsby
UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres and by the High
CommissionerforHumanRights
MichelleBachelet.
Russiaclaimsitiscarryingout

a"specialmilitaryoperation"that
aimstodestroyUkraine'smilitary
infrastructureanddeniesattack-
ingcivilians.
Russiawas in its secondyear

of a three-year term on the
Geneva-based rights council,
whichcannotmake legallybind-
ingdecisions. Its decisions send
important political messages,
however,and itcanauthorize in-
vestigations.
Moscowisoneofthemostvo-

calmemberson the council and
itssuspensionbarsitfromspeak-
ing and voting, officials say, al-
thoughitsdiplomatscouldstillat-
tenddebates.
Last month the council

openedaninvestigationintoalle-
gationsofrightsviolations,includ-
ingpossiblewarcrimes,inUkraine
sinceRussia'sattack.
Speaking before the vote,

Ukraine'sU.N.AmbassadorSergiy
Kyslytsya said a yes votewould
"save theHumanRightsCouncil
andmanylivesaroundtheworld
andinUkraine,"butanovotewas
"pullingatrigger,andmeansared
dot on the screen -- red as the
bloodoftheinnocentliveslost."
"Werejecttheuntruthfulalle-

gationsagainstusbasedonstaged
events and widely circulated
fakes," Russia's deputy UN
Ambassador GennadyKuzmin
toldtheGeneralAssemblybefore
thevote.
Afterabstainingontheprevi-

oustwoGeneralAssemblyvotes,
Russia's partner China opposed
theresolution.
"Such a hasty move at the

GeneralAssembly,which forces
countriestochoosesides,willag-
gravatethedivisionamongmem-
berstates,intensifytheconfronta-
tion between the parties
concerned-itislikeaddingfuelto
thefire,"China'sUNAmbassador
ZhangJunsaid.

(PTI,WITHREUTERS)

China hackers
Security.
It said the company had in-

formedtheIndianauthoritiesbe-
forepublicationofthereport.
"In recent months, we ob-

served likelynetwork intrusions
targeting at least 7 Indian State
LoadDespatchCentres(SLDCs)re-
sponsible for carrying out real-
timeoperations for grid control
and electricity dispatchwithin
these respective states.Notably,
thistargetinghasbeengeograph-
icallyconcentrated,withtheiden-
tifiedSLDCslocatedinNorthIndia,
inproximitytothedisputedIndia-
Chinaborder in Ladakh," the re-
portsaid.
The report said the hackers,

named by the firm as Threat
ActivityGroup(TAG)38,alsotar-

geted an emergency response
force,andanIndiansubsidiaryof
amultinationallogisticscompany.
Although the report did not

identify the targets, ablankmap
in the report pinpoints the loca-
tionsof theattacksintheareasof
Jammu, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Delhi and Haryana-
Rajasthan.
(PTI adds: Speaking on the

sidelinesofacleanenergyminis-
terialmeetinthenationalcapital,
Power Minister R K Singh ac-
knowledgedattemptsweremade
byChina, but added India's de-
fences against such intrusions
werestrong.
"Ourdefenceagainstcyberat-

tackisstrong.Thesewereprobing
attacksinDecember,Januaryand
February. Theydidnot succeed.
Butweareaware,"hesaid.
Healsosaidactionwas taken

way back in 2018 against sus-
pectedcyberattacksonthecoun-
try's power supply system. "We
hadputprotocols inplace.Those
protocolsareworkingandweare
strengthening those protocols
everyday. So, our cyberdefence
againstcyberattackisstrong.We
are confident about that," Singh
asserted.
Ministry of External Affairs

spokespersonArindamBagchi
said, "Wehave seen the reports.
There isamechanisminplaceso
thatourcritical infrastructurere-
mainsresilientinsuchcases...We
havesystemsinplacetosafeguard
criticalinfrastructure...Idon'thave
any information that we have
raisedtheissuewithChina."
InBeijing,theChinesegovern-

mentdeniedreportsthatitshack-
erstargetedtheIndianpowergrid
inLadakh."Wehavenotedtherel-
evant reports," China's Foreign
Ministry spokesmanZhaoLijian
said at amediabriefing. "As I re-
peatedmanytimes,wefirmlyop-
poseandcrackdownonallforms
ofhackingactivities.Wewillnever
encourage, support or condone
suchactivities,"hesaid.)
InanearlierreportinFebruary

thisyear,RecordedFutureshadre-
ported that another hacking
group, RedEcho, had frommid-
2020onwardtargeted"10distinct
Indianpowersectororganizations,
including4ofthe5RegionalLoad
Despatch Centres (RLDC)" and
twoports.
It named the grids as Delhi

SLDC,DTLTikriKalansubstation,
theWesternRLDC,NTPC'spower
plant at Kudgi in Karnataka,
Southern RLDC, the Telangana
SLDC, and the Eastern and the
NorthEasternRLDCsaswell.The
twoportswereMumbaiPortand
theVOCPortatTuticorininTamil
Nadu.

Pak SC
restoredKhanandhisCabinet to
theirrespectiveofficesasonApril
3. Thecourtordered theSpeaker
tocall thesessionof theNational
AssemblyonApril9at10am(lo-
cal time) toorganise ano-confi-
dencevote.Itorderedtheelection
ofanewPrimeMinisteriftheno-
confidencemotionsucceeds.
TheOppositionparties need

172membersinthe342-member
housetoorchestratethedownfall
of Khan -- they have already
showedthesupportofmorethan
theneededstrength.Now,Khan
faces thepossibility of being the
first PrimeMinister inPakistan's
historytobevotedoutinano-con-
fidencemotion.
The 69-year-old cricketer-

turnedpolitician came topower
in2018withpromisestocreatea
"NayaPakistan"but failed toad-
dress thebasicproblemof keep-
ing thepricesof commodities in
control. The current termof the
NationalAssemblywas toend in
August2023.
OnApril 3, Deputy Speaker

Suri,whoisassociatedwithKhan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party,
dismissedtheno-confidencemo-
tionagainstthepremier,claiming
that itwas linkedwitha "foreign
conspiracy"totopplethegovern-
ment andhencewasnotmain-
tainable.Minutes later, President
Alvi dissolved the National
Assembly on the advice of PM
Khanwhohadeffectivelylostthe
majority.
The court took suomotu ac-

tionhoursafterSuri'smove.
LeaderoftheOppositioninthe

National Assembly and PML-N
leader Shehbaz Sharif said the
courthad"definitely fulfilled the

people'sexpectations"."Thecourt
hasstrengtheneditsprestigeand
independence through this ver-
dict. Thecourtalso strengthened
theParliamentanditshonour,"he
said. PPP leader Bilawal Bhutto
Zardarisaidtheverdictwasa"vic-
tory for democracy and the
Constitution".
Reacting to the verdict,

Information and Broadcasting
Minister Fawad Chaudhry ex-
pressedhisregretanddisappoint-
ment,termingtheverdict"unfor-
tunate".

Gurbani
glimpseof theGoldenTemple...
We are ready to discharge any
dutyassignedbytheSGPC.”
TheAAP leader said “it is the

needofthehourtopropagatethe
message of Gurus across the
world”.Heappealed to theSGPC
to relay the Gurbani from the
GoldenTempleonvariousmedia,
includingsatelliteTV,radio,social
mediaandmobileappsinsteadof
limiting its reach to a single
medium.
“Wewillprovidethelatestin-

frastructure/technologyinthisre-
gardatDarbarSahib,includinglat-
est cameras and broadcasting
equipment, to relay theGurbani
Kirtan throughotherdigitalplat-
formslikeYouTube,mobileapps,
religious channels or any other
channel,whichintendtotelecast
thesameinsteadofrelayingitonly
from onemedium so as to en-
hanceitsreachacrosstheworld,”
he said.Mann's appeal is being
seenas an indirect attackon the
monopolyofPTCchannel,which
is linkedto theBadal family,over
thetelecastofGurbani.
Incidentally, Rabinder

Narayan,presidentandmanaging
director of PTC,was arrestedon
WednesdayfromhisGurgaonres-
idence following a complaint of
sexualharassmentfiledbyacon-
testant of PTC Miss Punjaban
beautypageant.
Responding to the Chief

Minister'sappeal,SGPCpresident
Harjinder SinghDhami said in a
statement that the committee is
anelectedrepresentativebodyof
theSikhPanthandthestategov-
ernment “shouldnot interfere in
theaffairsoftheGuru'shouse”.He
said the “domainsof thegovern-
mentandreligionaredifferent”.
DhamisaidtheChiefMinister

should “not engage in politics”,
andinsteadpayattentiontolong-
pendingdemandsof SGPC, such
asbeautificationof roads leading
totheGoldenTempleandrelease
ofpendingpaymentsforSCschol-
arshipsandaidedstaff ineduca-
tionalinstitutionsrunbythecom-
mittee.
“The government has not

actedontheseissues,”Dhamisaid.
The SGPC chief said that a

seven-memberpanelhasalready
been set up on the telecast of
Gurbani and “further action
wouldbetakenasper itsreport”.
“ThePunjabCMshould focuson
work to bedoneby the govern-
ment instead ofmisleading the
Sangat(pilgrimsandcommunity)
byplayingpolitics inthenameof
religion,”hesaid.
Dr Daljit Singh Cheema,

spokespersonof theBadals-led
ShiromaniAkaliDal (SAD) said:
“Thiswas like the previous an-
nouncements of the CM,made
withoutproperhomework.”He
saidthattheCMshouldnotethat
theMinistry of Informationand
Broadcasting is theCentre’s do-
main, and that the “Sangat has
been demanding the Gurbani
broadcast”bythenationalbroad-
casters foryearsbut thedemand
“wasnevermet”.
Therehavebeenmovesmade

earlier,too,bypoliticalpartiesand
sectionsoftheSikhcommunityto
weaken theholdof theAkaliDal
and the Badal family over the
SGPC.

Aakar Patel
Bangaloreairport saysnobodyat
CBIansweringtheircalls.”
CBI sources said the agency

hasnotreceivedacertifiedcopyof
theorderandisweighingitslegal
optionsonchallengingit.
“Willmovecourtagaintomor-

rowifIhaveto,”Pateltweetedlate
Thursday.
Immigrationauthorities had

toldPatelWednesdaythattheCBI
had issued a LOC in connection
with a case registered against
Amnesty International India in

2019 under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act.
Patelheadedtherightsorganisa-
tionatthetime.
EarlieronThursday,Additional

Chief MetropolitanMagistrate
(ACMM)PawanKumar said that
sincePatelsufferedalossofRs3.80
lakh—thecostoftheflighttickets
—theCBIdirector should “sensi-
tiseandalso fix accountabilityof
theofficialswhoarepartoftheis-
suanceofLOC”.
The judge told the former

Amnesty India chief toapproach
anappropriateforum.Healsosaid
the “word compensation is a
generic termand cannot be re-
stricted tomonetary compensa-
tiononly”.
Thecourt added, “In thecase

athand,apartfrommonetaryloss,
theapplicanthadsufferedmental
harassmentashewasnotallowed
tovisitonthescheduledtime...this
courtisoftheconsideredopinion
thatinthiscase,awrittenapology
fromtheheadof CBI i.e.Director,
CBI acknowledging the lapseon
partofhissubordinate,totheap-
plicantwouldgoalongwayinnot
onlyhealingthewoundsoftheap-
plicant but also upholding the
trustandconfidenceofthepublic
inthepremierinstitution.”
Respondingtothecourtorder,

Patel told The Indian Express, “I
havenot seen theorderbut I am
absolutelydelightedonthefaceof
it.IhavelearnedthattheLOCwas
issuedwithinsixweeksofthere-
leaseofmybookPriceoftheModi
Years inDecember2021. I should
havebeentoldabout thecircular
buttheychosenottotellme.I had
notheardfromtheCBIsince2020,
whenIappearedbeforeit.”
In his order, ACMMKumar

saidtherewasaninherentcontra-
dictionintheCBI’spositiononthe
matter—whilethecentralagency
claimed that theLOCwas issued
asPatelwasa“flightrisk”,itdidnot
arresthimwhenitwasinvestigat-
ing the caseorwhen the charge
sheetwasfiled.
ThecourtsaidtheCBIalsodid

not explain themeasures it took
toensurePatel’spresenceduring
trial.Theinvestigatingofficer’s(IO)
admission that the charge sheet
wascompleteanddispatchedfor
filingincourt“showsthatitisnot
a caseof oversight or ignorance,
rather it is adeliberate act of the
investigatingagencytoputrestric-
tionon thevaluable rightsof the
accused”,thejudgeadded.
Thecourtalsonotedthattak-

ingrecoursetothe“stringentpro-
visions of issuance of LOC has
bearingonthefundamentalrights
oftheperson”.
Earlierintheday,Patel’slawyer

TanveerAhmedMirtoldthecourt
that“citizens’rightscannotberail-
roaded by a law-enforcement
agency”andthebestmechanism
to guard against such an action
wastomaketheinvestigatingof-
ficer,HimanshuBahuguna,who
promulgated the LOC “pay the
money that I have lost directly
fromhispocket”.
The CBI prosecutor told the

court that initially Patelwasnot
namedintheFIRintheFCRAcase.
Thechargesheetwasfiledagainst
himafter his role came into the
pictureduring the investigation,
theprosecutoradded.
The investigatingofficer said

thechargesheetagainstPatelwas
filedonDecember31andtheLOC
was issuedafter takinga “collec-
tivedecision”sincehewasa“flight
risk,beinganinfluentialperson”.
In response, the judge asked

him,“Doesthiscasefallunderthat
category? If hewas a flight risk
why was he not arrested? He
could have fled in those two
years.”
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Srinagar flights
Withnight-operationsbeing

approved last year at Srinagar's
Sheikh ul-Alam International
Airport,thecityhasseenincreased
flightconnectivity.IntheSummer
Schedule 2022 for domestic
flights,Srinagarwasdirectlycon-
nectedwithseveralmoredestina-
tionslikeHyderabad,Ahmedabad
andBengaluru.Currently,theair-
port iswitnessingclose to50de-
partureseveryday.
"With thepandemicputting

domestictourisminthespotlight,
Kashmir emergedasa traveller's
favourite destination. Kashmir
recorded its highest number of

tourists in the past decade in
March2022,andourbookingdata
reiteratesthesame.Wewitnessed
agrowth indemand forSrinagar
withouronlinesearchesseeinga
jump of over 150%,” Daniel
D'Souza, President & Country
Head-Holidays,SOTCTravel,said.
IntheUnionTerritory'sBudget

for 2022-23, Union Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamanhad
laid special emphasis on the re-
gion'stourismsector.Fortourism
andculture sectors, anallocation
ofRs604.77crorewasmadeun-
dercapitalexpenditurefor2022-
23,Rs78.61crorehigherthanthe
previousyear'sBudgetallocation.
ThecurrentJ&Ktourismboom

is alsohappening fromdifferent
categoriesoftowns.Theseinclude
metros,mini-metrosandtier1-3
towns—Vadodara,Kolkata,Pune,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Lucknow,
Indore,Kochi,Bhopal,Jaipur,etc.
Intermsofdestinationswithin

J&K,touristsareflockingtoplaces
such as Pahalgam, Sonmarg,
Gulmarg in addition toSrinagar.
“The average room tariff for
Srinagar,PahalgamandGulmarg
havewitnessed a surge of over
40%compared topre-pandemic
levelswiththehighesteverforthe
upcomingsummervacationpe-
riod.What is noteworthy is that
thedemandforexperientialstays
likehouseboatshaswitnesseda
striking surge indemand for the
nexttwomonths,”D’Souzasaid.
Rajeev Kale, President &

CountryHead, Holidays,MICE,
Visa-ThomasCook(India)Limited,
said: “With the start of theTulip
seasonand toavoid thesummer
heat, our customers continue to
book their holidays to Srinagar,
Pahalgam,GulmargandSonmarg
being customer favourites. The
state's tourisminitiativesare fur-
therattractingtravellers,latestbe-
inghot-airballooning.”
On thebusiness side,qualita-

tive insights fromairlines show
that there isasustaineduptick in
corporate travellers to Srinagar.
“There are people travelling for
business frominternationaldes-
tinations such as Dubai, Abu
Dhabi,Doha,Muscat,etc.J&Kdoes
nothavedirectinternationalcon-
nectivity to theMiddle-East, and
thesepassengers arearrivingvia
hubssuchasDelhiandMumbai,"
a senior executive at an Indian
low-costcarriersaid.

8 stripped in MP
hisFacebookaccount,Tiwarisaid
that “my family and I havebeen
constantly receiving threat calls”
after the incident. “I have been
tippedoffthatthepoliceareregis-
teringanFIRagainstme.Weare
very scared and request protec-
tion,”hesaidwhileurgingpeople
to“comeforwardinhissupportin
abidtosaverealjournalism”.
Meanwhile, Town Inspector

Manoj Soni claimed in a video
statementthatthedetaineeswere
strippedhalf-nakedtoensurethat
they do not use the clothes to
harm themselveswhile in cus-
tody. SP Shrivastava said that
“basedonprima facieevidence”,
Soni and StationHouseOfficer
Singhhavebeenattached to the
policelines.
Shrivastava said that theBJP

MLA had registered a case on
March16atKotwaliPoliceStation.
“During investigation, thepolice
soughtdetails fromFacebookon
thepostsandtheIPaddress.After
the investigation found links to
NeerajKunder,atheaterartiste,he
wasarrested,”hesaid.
Opposingthearrest,agroupof

around 40 men, including
Kunder's relatives and friends,
gathered at thepolice station in
the evening and started raising
slogans,theofficersaid.“Itwasin
this context that theywereheld
underpreventivedetention,” the
SPsaid.
Shrivastava said the Sub-

Divisional PoliceOfficerwill in-
quireintothematter.“Subsequent
actionwillbetakenagainstwho-
everisfoundguilty.Irrespectiveof
thecrimecommittedby thecul-
prits, suchaction (of stripping) is
notacceptable,”hesaid.
MLAShuklawasnotavailable

forcomment.Sourcessaidthetwo
officerswere shunted out after
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan tookcognizanceof the
incident anddemanded action
againstthoseresponsible.
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´f¹ffÊUSX¯fe¹f ÀUeIÈYd°f WXZ°fb »fûIY Àfb³fUfBÊ IZY d»f¹fZ Af¸f Àfc¨f³ff
ÀfUÊ-Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI CØfS ´fiQZVf E¢Àf´fiZÀf-UZ B¯OdÀMÑ¹f»f OZU»f´f¸fZ³M A±ffgdSMe,
dUd´f³f J¯O ¦fû¸f°fe³f¦fS, »fJ³fD , õfSf ¸fZSN ÀfZ ´fi¹ff¦fSfþ °fI ¦fÔ¦ff E¢Àf´fiZÀf-UZ IZ dUI fÀf WZ°fb þ³f´fQ
¶fQf¹fcÔ ¸fZÔ ¦fÔ¦ff E¢Àf´fiZÀf-UZ IZ d³f¸ffÊ̄ f/À±ff´f³ff ÀfZ ´fcUÊ ´f¹ffÊUS¯fe¹f ÀUeIÈ d°f ´fif~ dI ¹fZ þf³fZ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f
¸fZÔ »fûI Àfb³fUfBÊ I f ´fiÀ°ffU CX0´fi0 ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¶fûOXÊ IZ Àf¸fÃf ´fiÀ°fb°f dI ¹ff ¦f¹ff W`Ü Cö Àf¸¶f³²f
¸fZÔ ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS IZ U³f EUÔ ´f¹ffÊUS¯f ¸f³Âff»f¹f õfSf þfSe Ad²fÀfc̈ f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff-EÀf0Aû0-1533 dQ³ffÔI -
14.09.2006 IZ A³fb́ ff»f³f ¸fZÔ ´f¹ffÊUS¯fe¹f ÀUeIÈ d°f ´fif~ dI ¹fZ þf³fZ ÀfZ ´fcUÊ »fûI Àfb³fUfBÊ dI ¹fZ þf³fZ I f
´fifdU²ff³f W`, BÀf Àfc̈ f³ff IZ A³°fÊ¦f°f ÃfZÂfe¹f Af¸f þ³f°ff I û dI Àfe ·fe Af´fdØf/ÀfbÓffU WZ°fb 30 dQ³f I f
³fûdMÀf dQ¹ff þf³ff ´fifdU²ffd³f°f W`Ü »fûI Àfb³fUfBÊ ´f`³f»f I e ÀfÔS¨f³ff ´f¹ffÊUS¯fe¹f Ad²fÀfc̈ f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff-
EÀf0Aû0-1533 dQ³ffÔI -14.09.2006 IZ A³fbø ´f Wû¦fe EUÔ Cö ´fiÀ°ffU ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊI fSe
ÀffSfÔVf Ad·f»fZJ d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹ffÊ»f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ þ³fÀff²ffS¯f IZ AU»fûI ³ff±fÊ C´f»f¶²f W`Ü
1. I f¹ffÊ»f¹f dþ»ffd²fI fSe, ¶fQf¹fcÔÜ
2. I f¹ffÊ»f¹f C´ff¹fbö Côû¦f, dþ»ff Côû¦f EUÔ Cô¸f ´fiû°ÀffW³f IZ ³Qi, ¶fQf¹fcÔÜ
3. ÃfZÂfe¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, C0 ´fi0 ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, 1219/1, BÊ-¶»ffI , SfþZ³Qi ³f¦fS, ¶fS Z»feÜ
4. d³fQZVfI , ´f¹ffÊUS¯f d³fQZVff»f¹f, dU³fe°f J¯O-1, ¦fû¸f°fe ³f¦fS, »fJ³fD Ü
5. C0´fi0 ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, ´f¹ffÊUS¯f ·fU³f, Me0 Àfe0-12 Ue dU·fcd°f J¯O, ¦fû¸f°fe ³f¦fS, »fJ³fD Ü
A°f: Àf¸fÀ°f ÀfUÊÀff²ffS¯f EUÔ dUdVfá ³ff¦fdSI ûÔ I û BÀf ³fûdMÀf IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI
A´fS dþ»ffd²fI fSe (dUq/Sfq), ¶fQf¹fcÔ I e A²¹fÃf°ff ¸fZÔ E¢Àf´fiZÀf-UZ B¯OdÀMÑ¹f»f OZU»f´f¸fZ³M
A±ffgdSMe, dUd´f³f J¯O ¦fû¸f°fe³f¦fS, »fJ³fD , CØfS ´fiQZVf õfSf ¸fZSN ÀfZ ´fi¹ff¦fSfþ °fI ¦fÔ¦ff E¢Àf´fiZÀf-
UZ IZ dUI fÀf WZ°fb þ³f´fQ ¶fQf¹fcÔ ¸fZÔ ¦fÔ¦ff E¢Àf´fiZÀf-UZ dQ³ffÔI -09.05.2022 I û ´fcUfÊW³f 11:00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
»fûI Àfb³fUfBÊ I e I f¹fÊUfWe ´fiÀ°ffdU°f À±f»f I »fZ¢MÑZM Àf·ff¦ffS, ¶fQf¹fcÔ ¸fZÔ d³f²ffÊdS°f I e ¦f¹fe W`, dþÀf¸fZÔ
C´fdÀ±f°f WûI S I ûBÊ ·fe ½¹fdö A´f³fZ ¸füdJI ¹ff d»fdJ°f ÀfbÓffU/Af´fdØf¹ffÔ ´fiÀ°fb°f I S ÀfI °fZ W `Ô A±fUf
I ûBÊ ·fe ½¹fdö ÃfZÂfe¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, C0´fi0 ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, ¶fS Z»fe A±fUf ¶fûOÊ ¸fb£¹ff»f¹f, Cq´fiq
´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, ´f¹ffÊUS¯f ·fU³f, Me0 Àfe0-12 Ue dU·fcd°f J¯O, ¦fû¸f°fe ³f¦fS, »fJ³fD ¸fZÔ
ÀfbÓffU/AfÃfZ´f ´fiI fVf³f I e d°fd±f ÀfZ 30 dQ³f IZ A³QS d»fdJ°f ø ´f ÀfZ QZ ÀfI °fZ W `ÔÜ

ÃfZÂfe¹f Ad²fIYfSXe

Email-robareily@uppcb.in
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Makingsenseof India’s
Ukrainestrategy,with
KrishnanSrinivasan
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Retireddiplomat,andformer Indian
ForeignSecretaryKrishnanSrinivasanon
theRussian invasion,andhowIndiashould
walkthediplomatic tightrope

Madras HC upholds 7.5%
horizontal quota for govt
school students in NEET
ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL7

THE MADRAS High Court on
Thursday upheld 7.5 per cent
reservation announced by the
previous AIADMK government
for Tamil Nadu government
schoolstudentswhoclearNEET
foradmissiontoundergraduate
medical courses.
Theordercameonabatchof

petitions challenging constitu-
tional validity of the quota. The
HighCourtalsodirectedthestate
governmenttoreviewthequota
infiveyears,aswassuggestedby
anexpertcommitteethatrecom-
mendedthisreservationforgov-
ernmentschoolstudents.

The bench of Chief Justice
Munishwar Nath Bhandari and
JusticeDBharathaChakravarthy
saidthegovernment,besidesre-
viewing the quota after five
years, should also “take steps to
improve the standardof educa-
tion inschools so that thereser-
vation may not be further ex-
tendedbeyond fiveyears”.
Thestate said thequotawas

meant to bridge the gap be-
tweenrural-urbanandrich-poor
sections inmedical admissions,
andthatthestateisempowered
andcompetentenoughtobring
insuchinstitutionalpreferences.
InOctober2020, thestate is-

suedanexecutiveorderassuring
7.5 per cent quota for govern-
mentstudents inmedical seats.

NewDelhi:TheAAPhitoutatthe
BJP government in Himachal
PradeshonThursdayforwhat it
saidwasafailuretoservepeople
of thehillstateandclaimedthat
the ruling party is planning to
change the sitting CM, Jai Ram
Thakur, and replace himwith
Unionminister Anurag Thakur.
TheBJP is planning to bring in a
new face because Jai Ram
Thakurhas been a failure, Delhi
DeputyCMManishSisodia said
atapressconference. ENS

NewDelhi:Amidaresurgence in
attacksonoutsidersandKashmiri
PanditsintheValley,theNational
Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Thursday conducted searches at
multiple locations in theUnion
Territory,includingatresidences
of suspected operatives of The
Resistance Force (TRF). An affili-
ate of LeT, the outfit, alongwith
elements from Jaish-e-
Mohammed,aresuspectedtobe
behindtherecentattacksonout-
siders intheValley. ENS

NIA conducts
searches in Valley

‘BJP plans to change
Himachal CM’

New Delhi
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Date : 21.02.2022
Place : Patna

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

To,
1. BLUEPINE ENGICON PRIVATE LIMITED (Borrower), Registered Add:-Flat No.206, S/o-Shambhu Singh
Singh Mension, Kalikat Nagar, Danapur, Patna – 801503. Unit Address:- At Ram krishna nagar, Near Patna
Convent School, Sardar Patel Marg Bhupatipur, Patna-800020
2. Mr. Sunil Kumar (Director) S/o-Anil Singh, 140 Bodh Bigha Arwal, Pin – 804428.
3. Mr. Sujit Ranjan Kumar (Director), S/o-Ram Hari Prasad Singh, Permanent Address:- Saidpur Brahmni
Temple Atnauwan, Village:-Saidpur, Anchal:-Barh, Distt:- Patna-803213.
4. Nishant Mehta (Director & Mortgagor), S/o-Vidhya Bhushan Kumar, Nakhas Mangal Akhara, Murcha Road
Patna Rural Begampur patna rural, Patna-800009.
5. Safal Sangam (Director & Mortgagor), S/o- Suresh Prasad Mehta, Rashtrawadi Chouraha, Safal Mini Mall,
Madhav Mills Patna City Patna-800008.
1. We refer to our Sanction for Cash Credit dated 30/09/2020 and Term Loan-I dated 30/09/2020, Term
Loan-II dated 30/09/2020 conveying sanction of Working Capital Limit and Term Loan facilities and the terms
of sanction. Pursuant to the above sanction you have availed and started utilising the credit facilities after
providing security for the same, as hereinafter stated. The present outstanding in various loan/credit facility
accounts and the security interest created for such liability are as under:

2. In the agreement dated 20/10/2020, you have acknowledged your liability to the Bank to the tune of
Rs.80,00,000/- as on 20/10/2020 Rs.80,00,000/- as on 20/10/2020 & Rs.1,05,00,000/- as on 20/10/2020
respectively. The outstanding Rs.80,82,380/- + Int., Rs.75,61,104.70/- + Int. and Rs.99,13,655.99 + Int. further
drawings and interest upto 31.01.2022. Other Charges debited in the account are Rs. Nil.
3. As you are aware, you have committed defaults in payment of interest on above loans/outstanding for the
quarter ended December 2021 and you have also defaulted in payment of instalments of term loan/demand
loans which have fallen due for payment on 31.01.2022 and thereafter.
4. Consequent upon the defaults committed by you, your loan account has been classified as non-performing
asset on 18.02.2022 in accordance with the Reserve Bank of India directives and guidelines. In spite of our
repeated requests and demands you have not repaid the overdue loans including interest thereon.
5. Having regard to his inability to meet your liabilities in respect of the credit facilities duly secured by various
securities mentioned in para 1 above, and classification of his account as a non-performing asset, we hereby
give you notice under sub-section (2) of section 13 of the Securitiesation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and call upon you to pay in full and discharge your
liabilities to the Bank aggregating toal Rs. 2,56,54,288.25 (Rupees Two Crore Fifty Six Lakh Fifty Four
Thousand Two Hundred Eighty Eight and Paisa Twenty Five Only ) as on 18.02.2022 plus further
interest and charges w.e.f. 19.02.2022 as stated in para 1 above, within 60 days from the date of this notice.
We further give you notice that failing payment of the above amount with interest till the date of payment,
we shall be free to exercise all or any of the right under sub-section (4) of section 13 of the said Act, which
please note.
6. Please note that, interest will continue to accrue at the rates specified in para-1 above for each credit facility
until payment in full.
7. We invite your attention to sub-section (13) of Section 13 of the said Act in terms of which you are barred
from transferring any of the secured assets referred to in para 1 above by way of sale, lease or otherwise
(other than in the ordinary course of business), without obtaining our prior written consent. We may add that
non-compliance with the above provision contained in section 13(13) of the said Act, is an offense punishable
under section 29 of the Act.
8. We further invite your attention to sub section (8) of section 13 of the said Act in terms of which you may
redeem the secured assets, if the amount of dues together with all costs, charges and expenses incurred by
the Bank is tendered by you, at any time before the date of publication of notice for public auction/inviting
quotations/tender/private treaty. Please note that after publication of the notice as above, your right to redeem
the secured assets will not be available.
9. Please note that this demand notice is without prejudice to and shall not be construed as waiver of any
other rights or remedies which we may have including without limitation the right to make further demands in
respect of sums owing to us.

NOTICETOBORROWERUNDERSUB-SECTION2OFTHESECTION13OFTHESARFAESIACT,2002

Nature and
type of
facility

Limit
(Rs.)

Rates of
Interest

O/s as on
17.02.2022
(inclusive of
interest upto
31.01.2022)

Security agreement with brief description of
securities

Cash Credit

Term Loan-I

Term
Loan-II

Rs.
80,00,000/-

Rs.
1,05,00,000/-

Rs.
80,00,000/-

BRLLR+S.
P+1.70%

BRLLR+S.
P+1.70%

BRLLR+S.
P+1.70%

Rs.81,10,014.66
+ Int.

Rs. 99,53,089.08
+ Int.

Rs. 75,91,184.51
+ Int.

1. Hypothecation of Stock and Book Debts.
2. Registered Mortgage of land and building
situated at Thana No.38 Mauza-Simli Murarpur
P. S.- Malsalami M. Plot No.-1748 & 1763 Part
Sheet No.276 Ward No.30/35/54/70 Dist-Patna
And measuring total area of 1.00 katha and
15.00 Dhur standing in the name of Mr.Safal
Sangam S/o-Shri Suresh Prasad Mehta,
Boundary Description: North: Road, South: Gali
Corporation, East: plot of Mr. Swajal Sangam,
West: plot of Mr. Shiv Kumar Prasad.
3. Registered Mortage of land and building at
Thana No. 37 Mauza- Nakhas Mangal Akhara
P.S- Malsalami M. Plot No.827,948 & 967 Sheet
No.256 Ward No.31/36/55/69 Sub Registry
Office- Patna City Sadar Registry office & Dist.-
Patna admeasuring total area of 4.00 katha
and 17.00 Dhurs standing in the name of Mr.
Nishant Mehta S/o-Shri Vidhya Bhushan Kumar.
Boundary Description: North: Gali Corporation,
South: Corporation Road, East: 10 ft wide Niz
Road after that 4 ft. Gali and Ashok Kumar
Krishna Paswan and Jayswal, West: plot of
Subodh Kumar & Vinod Kumar.

Total Rs. 265.00
Lakh

Rs.
2,56,54,288.25
(Rupees Two
Crore Fifty Six
Lakh Fifty Four
Thousand Two
Hundred Eighty
Eight and Paisa
Twenty Five
Only ) as on

18.02.2022 plus
further interest
and charges

w.e.f. 19.02.2022

Lohiya Nagar Branch, P.C. Colony,
Opp.-Shalimar Sweets, Lohiya Nagar,

Kankarbagh, Patna-800020
e-mail: lohiya@bankofbaroda.com

Àf³Q·fÊ Àfa. 21/L-20/ªf³fSX»f-2022 dQ³ffaIY: 07.04.2022

´f¹ffÊUSX¯fe¹f A³ff´fdØf WXZ°fb »fûIY Àfb³fUfBÊ IZY d»fE Af¸f Àfc¨f³ff
ÀfUÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI õfdSIZ Vf Vfb¦fS B¯OÀMÑeªf d»f. (Vfb¦fS BI fBÊ), ¦fif¸f-
¶fb³QI e, õfdSIZ Vf ³f¦fS, dªf»ff-d¶fþ³füS, CØfS ´fiQZVf õfSf I f¹fÊS°f BI fBÊ, ¨fe³fe BI fBÊ ¸fZÔ 6500
Me.Àfe.Oe. ÀfZ 7500 Me.Àfe.Oe. IZ ³f Ii dVfa¦f I e Ãf¸f°ff d½fÀ°ffS WZ°fb ´fdS¹fûªf³ff I e ´ff¹ffÊ½fS¯fe¹f
À½feIÈ d°f ´fif~ I S³fZ ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ »fûI Àfb³f½ffBÊ I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ WZ°fb ´fiÀ°ff½f C.´fi. ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹faÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ IZ
Àf¸fÃf ´fiÀ°fb°f dI ¹ff ¦f¹ff W`, dªfÀfIZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ ´f¹ffÊ½fS¯f, ½f³f E½fa ªf»f½ff¹fb ´fdS½f°fÊ³f ¸faÂff»f¹f ·ffS°f
ÀfSI fS õfSf ªffSe Ad²fÀfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff-EÀf.Aû.-1533, dQ³ffaI -14.09.2006 ¹f±ff ÀfaVfûd²f°f EÀf.Aû.-
3067(BÊ) dQ³ffaI -01.12.2009 IZ A³fb´ff»f³f ¸fZÔ ´f¹ffÊ½fS¯fe¹f A³ff´fdØf ªffSe I S³fZ ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ »fûI Àfb³f½ffBÊ
dI ¹ff ªff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü BÀf Àfc¨f³ff IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f »fûI Àfb³f½ffBÊ ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ ÃûÂfe¹f Af¸f ªf³f°ff I û dI Àfe ·fe
Af´fdØf/ÀfbÓff½f WZ°fb 30 dQ³f I f ³fûdMÀf dQ¹ff þf³ff ´fifdU²ffd³f°f W`Ü »fûI Àfb³fUfBÊ ´f`³f»f I e ÀfÔS¨f³ff ·ffS°f
ÀfSI fS õfSf þfSe Cö Ad²fÀfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff-EÀf0Aû0-1533, dQ³ffÔI -14.09.2006 ¹f±ff ÀfÔVfûd²f°f
EÀf0Aû0-3067(BÊ) dQ³ffÔI -01.12.2009 IZ ´fifdU²ff³fûÔ IZ A³fbø ´f Wû¦feÜ Cö Côû¦f IZ
´fdS¹fûþ³ff ´fiÀ°ffU ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Ad·f»fZJ d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹ffÊ»f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ AU»fûI ³ff±fÊ C´f»f¶²f W`
(A) I f¹ffÊ»f¹f dþ»ffd²fI fSe, d¶fþ³füSÜ
(¶f) I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fWf´fi¶f³²fI dþ»ff Côû¦f EUÔ Cô¸f ´fiû°ÀffW³f IZ ³Qi, d¶fþ³füSÜ
(Àf) I f¹ffÊ»f¹f A´fS ¸fb£¹f Ad²fI fSe, dþ»ff ´fÔ¨ff¹f°f, d¶fþ³füSÜ
(Q) ÃfZÂfe¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, ´f¹ffÊUS¯f, U³f EUÔ þ»fUf¹fb ´fdSU°fÊ³f ¸fÔÂff»f¹f, ´fÔ¨f¸f °f»f, IZ ³Qie¹f ·fU³f,

ÀfZ¢MS-E¨f, A»fe¦fÔþ, »fJ³fD Ü
(¹f) C0´fi0 ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, Me0Àfe0-12Ue, dU·fcd°f J¯O, ¦fû¸f°fe ³f¦fS, »fJ³fD Ü
(SX) ÃfZÂfe¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, C0´fi0 ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, ¸fWd¿fÊ Q¹ff³f³Q ³f¦fS, d³fI M Àf`¯M¸fZSe ÀIc »f,

AfQ¸f´fbS-¨f¢I S SûO, d¶fþ³füSÜ
A°f: Àf¸fÀ°f ÀfUÊ Àff²ffS¯f EUÔ dUdVfâ ³ff¦fdSI ûÔ I û BÀf ³fûdMÀf IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W`
dI A´fSX dþ»ffd²fIYfSXe (´fiVffÀf³f), d¶fþ³füSX IYe A²¹fÃf°ff ¸fZÔ ´fiÀ°ffdU°f ´fdSX¹fûþ³ff À±f»f
¸f`ÀfÀfÊ õfdSIZ Vf Vfb¦fS B¯OÀMÑeªf d»f. (Vfb¦fS BÊI fBÊ), ¦fif¸f ¶fb³QI e, õfdSIZ Vf ³f¦fS, dªf»ff-d¶fªf³füS,
CØfS ´fiQZVf ´fS dQ³ffÔI -11.05.2022 I û Àf¸f¹f ´fif°f: 11:30 ¶fþZ »fûI Àfb³fUfBÊ I e I f¹fÊUfWe AfWc°f
I e ¦f¹fe W`, dþÀf¸fZÔ °f°Àf¸f¹f »ff¦fc I ûdUO-19 ÀfZ ÀfbSÃff WZ°fb þfSe dQVff d³fQZVfûÊÔ IZ A³fb´ff»f³f IZ Àff±f
C´fdÀ±f°f WûI S I ûBÊ ·fe ½¹fdö A´f³fe ¸füdJI ¹ff d»fdJ°f ÀfbÓffU/Af´fdØf¹ffh ´fiÀ°fb°f I S ÀfI °fZ W `Ô
A±fUf ÃfZÂfe¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, C0´fi0 ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹f³Âf¯f ¶fûOÊ, d¶fþ³füS A±fUf ¶fûOÊ ¸fb£¹ff»f¹f, C0´fi0
´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹f³Âf¯f ¶fûOÊ, Me0Àfe0-12Ue, dU·fcd°f J¯O, ¦fû¸f°fe ³f¦fS, »fJ³fD ¸fZÔ ÀfbÓffU/AfÃfZ´f
´fiI fVf³f I e d°fd±f ÀfZ 30 dQ³f IZ A³QS d»fdJ°f ø ´f ÀfZ QZ ÀfI °fZ W `ÔÜ

ÃfZÂfe¹f Ad²fIYfSXe

CXØfSX ´fiQZVf ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹f³Âf¯f ¶fûOXÊ
ÃfZÂfe¹f IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f: ¸fWXd¿fÊ Q¹ff³f³Q ³f¦fSX, d³fIYMX Àf`¯MX¸fZSXe ÀIcY»f, AfQ¸f´fbSX-¨f¢IYSX SXûOX, d¶fþ³füSX-246701

Britannia Industries Limited
Notice inviting for Extended Producer Responsibility(EPR) Implementation as defined under

PWM Rules 2016
Britannia Industries Limited (BIL) is in the process of inviting tender from the interested waste
management agencies, PROs for the implementation of the Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) action plan across India, as defined under Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 and CPCB
SOPs / Guidelines notified from time to time.
Interested parties are requested to send their State/UTs wise quotations (Y2022-23), where
ever they have proper SPCB/ULB consents.
Please send your quotations in a sealed envelope clearly indicating on the face of the envelope
“Expression of interest for EPR implementation” and send the same to the below address within
next 10 days from the date of publication.

Britannia Industries Limited
R&D Centre, Plot No. 23, Bidadi Industrial Area,
Bidadi- 562 109 Dist. Ramanagaram (Karnataka)

The aforesaid is only an invitation to express interest for participating in Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) implementation and BIL at all times reserves the right to adjourn / postpone/
cancel the whole process and/or to reject any or all the tenders received, at its sole discretion without
assigning any reason whatsoever.

OFFICE OF THE SENIOR SUPERINTENDENT
OF POLICE (DKR), ANTI CORRUPTION

BUREAU DODA, CAMP OFFICE, JAMMU.
(Tele/Fax-0191-2575800, E-mail: sspdoda.acb@jk.gov.in)

LOOK OUT NOTICE
It is informed to the General Public

through Medium of this notice that
accused namely Tovser Ahmed Pader
S/o Ab. Ghani Pader R/o Asher, Tehsil
Banihal, District Ramban involved in
case FIR No. 10/2011 U/S 5(1)(d) r/w
Section 5(2) of J&K PC Act Svt. 2006 &
Section 420/465/467/ 468/471/120-B
RPC stands registered at P/S VOJ
(Now ACB). The Investigating agency
(Anti Corruption Bureau) requires the arrest of the said
accused person for legal proceedings but the accused per-
son is not traceable since the registration the instant case.
As such, anybody having knowledge/information about his

whereabout may please inform SSP (DKR), ACB Doda
(Camp Office Jammu) on E-Mail: sspdoda.acb@jk.gov.in or
Phone No. 0191-2575800. The Photograph of the accused
person is attached herewith. The identity of the informer shall
be kept secret.

Sd/-
Sr. Supdt. of Police (DKR),
Anti-Corruption Bureau,

Doda (Camp Office Jammu).
No: SSP/DKR/2022/1216/ACBD
Dated: 05.04.2022
DIPJ-138

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-I, DELHI
th

4 Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001
OA/477/2021
Punjab National Bank Applicant

VERSUS
Shakti Ganesh Murugesan & Ors. Defendants
To,1. Sh. Shakti Ganesh Murugesan S/o Sh. P Murugesan Defendant1.

2. Mrs. Divya D, W/o Sh. Shakti Ganesh Murugesan
Both R/o: Flat No. 2, NDN Apartment, Plot No. GH-04, Noida Uttar Pradesh-201308
Also At: Flat No. T-3/C-709 (C Stands For Type of Flat) 7 Stands For Block Number &
9 Stands for 9th Floor)Area Measuring-1680 SQ Ft.
NCR Monarch ICON Appartment Plot No. GH-02/C Sector-1 Greater Noida
Uttar Pradesh-201306 Also At: 129, Sai Homes Sec-1 Ist Floor, Main Road
Purushothamn Nagar Kanchipuram Tamil Nadu-600044 Defendant2.

3. JSS Buildcon Pvt. Ltd.
Having its Regd. office AT: 1/10243, Gali No.1, Gorakh Park Shahdara Delhi-110032
Corporate officeAt: H-38, Sector-63 Noida-201301 (UP) Defendant3.

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case for recovery of
Rs. 43,57,541.33/- (Rupees Forty Three Lakhs Fifty Seven Thousand Five Hundred
Forty One and Paise Thirty Three Only) against you and whereas it has been shown to
the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary way. Therefore,
this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance before
Ld. Registrar 17.05.2022 at 10:30 A.M. (for further details kindly visit DRT website
www.etribunal.gov.in Phone Number: 011-23748473).
Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this
Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the matters will be taken up through Video
Conferencing and for that purpose:-
(i) All theAdvocates/Litigants shall download the “Cisco Webex” application/Software;
(ii) “Meeting ID” and “Password” for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by

Registrar/Recovery Officer-l/ and Recovery Officer-II shall be available one day prior to
the next date at DRT Official Portal i.e. “drt.gov.in” under the Public Notice Head.

(iii) In any exigency qua that, the Advocates/Letigants can contact the concerned official at
Ph. No. 011-23748473.

Given under my hand and seal of the Tribunal on this 05April of 2022.
By order of this Tribunal,

For Registrar
Respondent may contact under mention Phone number for further enquiry.
Mr.AmitK.Dar,Ld.Registrar, DRT-I, New Delhi,
Phone No: 011-23748473, Email: drt1delhi-dfs@nic.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR LEASING OF R.P.S. BRANCH PREMISES
Indian Bank (A Public Sector Bank) invites tenders under 2 bid system
(Technical & Financial ) from owners of branch premises / commercial
area willing to offer on lease basis (readily built) at R.P.S. More, Patna
and nearby measuring 1600 sq.ft Carpet area on ground floor with
parking facility for a minimum lease period of 15 years for setting up their
RPS Branch.
The tender forms can be downloaded from Bank's website
www.Indianbank.in and can also be obtained in physical form from the
following address from . Last date for08.04.2022 to 22.04.2022
submission of bids is and the duly filled in tenders are to be25.04.2022
submitted in prescribed format to the same address.
Tenders are to be submitted in Two Cover system consisting of Technical
Bid and Financial Bid in two separate sealed covers super scribing
“Technical Bid” or “Financial Bid”.
TheTechnical Bidswill beopenedon26.04.2022 at 3:30PM
Incomplete tenders / Late tenders / tenders not accompanied by requisite
EMD / tenders not in the form specified are liable to be rejected. Priority
will be given to tenders from Public Sector undertaking / Govt.
Organizations.
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all offers without assigning
any reasons whatsoever. Tenders from agents / brokers will not be
accepted.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

THE DELHI High Court
Thursday granted interim pro-
tection from arrest to SpiceJet
Chairman and Managing
Director Ajay Singh in the FIRs
registered against him by the
DelhiPolice lastyear, sayingthe
case was based on a civil and
commercialdisputearisingout
of Share Purchase Agreements
withregardtowhichSinghand
the complainant had different
interpretations.
“Since the dispute concerns

the transfer of shares involving
breachofagreedtermsandcon-
ditions, itmaybeappropriateto
grant interim protection to the
petitioner.Accordingly,nocoer-
civeactionshallbetakenagainst
the petitioner till next date of
hearingandNBWs,ifany,issued
in this regard by the competent
authorityarestayed,”saidJustice
AnoopKumarMendirattainthe
order.
DirectingSinghtojointhein-

vestigation, the bench also said
hewouldhavetokeepdisputed
sharessecuredtill furtherorders
in accordance with the offer
made by his counsel before the
court.
“Itcannotbeignoredthatthe

petitioner is a Chairman and
Managing Director of SpiceJet
Airlinesandhasdeepsocialroots
in society and has no criminal
antecedentexceptfortheFIRsin
relation to the transactions re-
ferred to by the complainant,”
JusticeMendiratta said.
Followingdismissalofhisap-

plication from trial court on
March30,Singhhadapproached
theHighCourt,seekinganticipa-
torybail inFIRsregisteredbythe
Hauz Khas police station in July
and September 2021 under
Section 420 of the IPC. The bail
pleawill be heard next onMay
25.Thedispute, asper thecom-
plaint, pertains to transfer of
shares.

HC grants
SpiceJet
chief interim
protection
from arrest

TEENAPPREHENDED,SAYPOLICE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

A FIVE-YEAR-OLD boy died
while his 58-year-old grandfa-
thersustainedinjuriesaftertheir
scooter was allegedly hit by a
bikeinSouthwestDelhi,saidpo-
lice, adding that they have ap-
prehendedateenagerinconnec-
tionwith thecase.
Accordingtopolice, the inci-

dent took place onWednesday
evening when the man, Prem
Prakash (58), andhisgrandchil-
dren, Vidit (5) and Daksh (3),
wereheadinghomefromapark.
Police said they received a PCR
call around6.30pm from locals
and the hospital where the boy
was taken.

Vikram Singh, Additional
DCP, said, “We were told that
the five-year-old died and
Prakash sustained injuries in a
road accident. Prakashwas go-
ing on his scooterwith his two
grandsons when they got into
an accident with a bike. A case
was registered under sections
of rashdriving, causinghurt by
act endangering life and caus-
ingdeathbynegligence.”
“We apprehended a 15-

year-old boy... He said he was
with his friend, and the two
were on theirway homewhen
their bike hit the scooter. The
boy and his friend escaped af-
terwards,” said Singh.
Policedeniedthefamily’sal-

legationthatitwasacaseofroad
rage.

Vidit’s fatherMohit Kumar
said he rushed home on
Thursday after he heard the
news. “I was working yester-
day when my wife called and
said Vidit got into an accident.
The boys go and play football
everydaywithotherkids. They
were returning homewithmy
father when their scooter
touched the bike and the ac-
cused hit themon the head...,”
he alleged.
AnofficialfromRaoTulaRam

hospital,wheretheautopsywas
conducted, said: “The post-
mortemwas conducted in the
afternoon today. The cause of
deathwasfoundtobeaheadin-
jury. Itwasblunttrauma,mean-
ingtheinjurywasnotcausedby
anysharpobject.”

5-year-old boy dies
in accident, 1 injured

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

THE FOREST Department has
granted permission to theDelhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
tofellortransplant2,940treesin
theNorthForestDivision,and450
treesintheSouthForestDivision,
forPhase4of theDelhiMetro.
Of the 2,940 trees in the

North division, 1,963 are to be
transplanted,and977treeswill
be felled. The trees are to give
way for a Metro line between
Janakpuri West and Mukarba
Chowk,andMukarbaChowkto
Derawal Nagar. These sections
will be part of the DMRC’s
Phase 4 line from Janakpuri
West toRKAshram,whichwill
cover 29.26 km and have 22
stations.
The trees will be trans-

planted to a park at Haiderpur
andtotheportionneartheOuter
RingRoad.Compensatoryplan-
tation of 30,000 saplings, will
be done on the Yamuna flood-
plains — 20,000 saplings be-
tween the ITO bridge and NH-
24,andanother10,000saplings
between Geeta Colony Bridge
andShantivanDrain.

Permission was issued by
the Deputy Conservator of
Forest (North) under the Delhi
Preservationof TreesAct,1994.
The proposed Janakpuri

West-RK Ashram line of the
Metro was previously granted
permissionbytheMoEFCCtodi-
vert 5.2 hectare of deemed for-
estland,witharound1,230trees,
in the North forest division for
constructionofanunderground
stationatKrishnaParkandanel-
evated corridor between
KeshopurandMukarbaChowk.

Permissionstodivertforestland
are granted under the Forest
(Conservation)Act, 1980.
For the Khanpur to Sangam

Vihar section of the proposed
23.6-kmlongmetrolinebetween
Aerocity and Tughlakabad,
Deputy Conservator of Forest
(South) has granted permission
fortheremovalof450trees.
Of these, 299will be trans-

planted, and151will be felled.A
total of 4,500 saplings are to be
plantedatcompensatoryplanta-
tionsitesatRohini.

PermissionhasbeengrantedtoDMRCtofellor transplant
2,940trees intheNorthForestDivision,and450trees inthe
SouthForestDivision, forPhase4.Archive

Forest dept nod to Delhi Metro
to remove over 3,000 trees

New Delhi
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By ZHANG ZHIHAO

The BRICSnations,Brazil,Russia,
India, China and South Africa, will
enhance collaboration in vaccine
research, manufacturing and
certification to tackle the pandemic
and make vaccines more accessible
and affordable for developing
countries, officials said.

The five countries have also
launched an initiative to make
vaccines a global public good,
enhance capacities for preventing
infectious diseases and responding
to public health emergencies,

and conduct exchanges and
co-operation ranging from vaccine
development to epidemiological
surveillance.

At the online launch ceremony for
the BRICS Vaccine R&D Centre and
workshop on vaccine collaboration
on March 22, Chinese Science
and Technology Minister Wang
Zhigang said the centre represents
pragmatic collaboration between
BRICS countries to jointly address
common challenges in public
health.

The BRICS countries have
donated more than 1 billion doses of

COVID-19 vaccines through various
international organisations and
initiatives,Wang said.

“The BRICS have played a
constructive role in facilitating
the accessibility and affordability
of vaccines, and provided great
energy for developing countries’
fight against the pandemic.”

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin said a
day later that the centre is now
a cloud platform consisting of a
network of research institutions
and vaccine developers from
BRICS countries,and construction

of the physical facility will begin in
due course.

Public health and vaccine
collaboration will be key areas of
collaboration for BRICS countries
this year, he said.

“WehopethevaccineR&Dcentre
can pool the strengths of the five
countries, deepen BRICS science
and technology collaboration,
improve prevention and control
capabilities for infectious diseases,
and contribute to the global fight
against the pandemic.”

Mansukh Mandaviya, India’s
minister of health and family
welfare, said the centre will be
instrumental in streamlining and
promoting vaccine research among
BRICS countries.

“The BRICS Vaccine R&D

Centre is a welcome initiative for
co-operating with other countries
and sharing experiences for mutual
benefits. This will save lives and
livelihoods, and propel us towards
economic recovery for the citizens
of BRICS countries and the world.”

Blade Nzimande, South Africa’s
minister of higher education,
science and technology, said the
BRICSpartnership involvesastrong
commitmentto joint ownershipand
shared responsibility, and South
Africa is excited and committed to
take part in the initiative.

The BRICS Vaccine R&D Centre
should also explore the use of new
technologies, such as artificial
intelligence and big data, to help
countries improve their science
systems’ capacity to prevent and

tackle global health challenges, he
said.

Mikhail Murashko, Russia’s health
minister, said in a video address
that the centre showcases BRICS’
commitmenttoprovidingassistance
to the global population, such as
making vaccines more effective and
available to combat existing and
future biological threats.

“BRICS countries unite more
than 40 per cent of the world’s
population, and the potential of our
scientific communities is at a high
level,” he said, adding that there is
a need to intensify efforts against
other infectious diseases including
tuberculosis,AIDS and influenza.

“It is highly important to
support this initiative with BRICS
mechanisms.”

A
s C h i n a p r e s s e s
ahead with national
rejuvenation, economists,
a c a d e m i c i a n s a n d

analystsfromIndiawhohavevisited
the country believe that rapid
agricultural development has been
key to laying the foundation for
unprecedented economic progress.

They attribute the country’s
success to well managed land
resources,standardisedagricultural
production,biotechnology,artificial
intel l igence, environmental
protection and the agricultural
sector’s market transformation.

Praising China’s outstanding
agricultural development, the
Indian experts say the country
grew remarkably after rural reform
policies were unveiled in 1978.

S i n c e t h e n t h e C h i n e s e
leadership has devised farsighted
multipronged strategies to tackle
the main challenges posed to
agriculture and rural development.
It has also drawn up key initiatives
to ensure food security. As a result,
the country is reaping the dividends
from these measures.

Economist R. Ramakumar, a
professor at the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences in Mumbai, said
China’s rural reform policies have
been linked to unmatched progress
in alleviating poverty and have led
to significant improvements in
education and health for rural folk.

Agricultural growth has also
contributed significantly to
industrial sector expansion through
resource transfers.

Ramakumar, who has visited
China many times, said policy

changes in agriculture since 1978
were driven by the Marxist dictum
of ensuring harmony between
the relations of production and
the forces of production, which
led to the fundamentally socialist
character ist ics of Chinese
agriculture being preserved.

Even under the household
responsibility system, land was still
collectively owned, and production
was under contract. Collectives
continued to manage ploughing,
seeding, irrigation and water
conservationonfarms,whilefarmers
continued to contribute to the
collective accumulation fund, which
was used for public investment in
rural infrastructure, he said.

Spending on agriculture by the
Chinese government rose from
235.8 billion yuan (Rs 2.8 trillion)
in 2004 to 2.1 trillion yuan in 2019.

As a result, damage to crop-
growing areas from natural
disasters during this period fell 48.1
per cent, while the contribution
of scientific and technological
progress to agricultural output
rose from 45 per cent to 59.2 per
cent, the National Development
and Reform Commission and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs say.

At the same time, farming,
livestock and fisheries production
rose significantly.

China launched its economic
reforms in 1978 by first turning to
agriculture, the experts said. The
country dismantled its commune
system of landholdings and
liberated agricultural markets,
allowing farmers to get much
higher prices for their produce.

A s h o k G u l a t i , a n I n d i a n
agricultural economist who has
visited China many times since
the 1980s, said that in the six
years from 1978 Chinese farmers’
incomes rose nearly 14 per cent a
year, more than doubling during
this time and triggering reforms in
other sectors.

From 1978 to 2002 China’s
agricultural growth nearly doubled
that from 1966 to 1977. This was
the main reason poverty affected
just 3 per cent of the population in
2001, compared with 33 per cent
in 1978, said a report published by
Gulati and a Chinese agricultural
scholar, Shenggen Fan, in the
Indian publication Economic and
Political Weekly In 2008.

Saikiran Kannan,a columnist and
analyst who visited China in 2014,
said another important reason for
the country’s greater efficiency
and diversity in its agricultural
practices is that farmers have the
incentive to grow different crops
based on the type of land used and
the season.

C h i n a ’s h i g h l y a d va n ce d
e-commerce sector has also
enabled farmers to sell their
produce directly to consumers
worldwide, while community
supported agriculture enables
purchases to be made directly
from a farmer or a group of farmers,
Kannan said.

The UN Food and Agricultural
Organization said China has
succeeded in producing 25 per cent
of the world’s grain and feeding 20
per cent of the global population
from less than 10 per cent of the
world’s arable land, which it said is
a great achievement.

The country ranks first in the
world for production of cereals,
cotton, fruit, vegetables, meat,
poultry, eggs and fishery products,
and in providing help to other
developing countries to support
local agricultural development, the
FAO said.

SudheendraKulkarni,whoserved
as an aide to the former Indian
prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
from 1998 to 2004, said that since
pro-market economic reforms were
introduced in the late 1970s China
has freed 800 million people from
poverty.

Kulkarni is also founder of
the Forum for a New South
A s i a , w h i c h c h a m p i o n s a
peaceful and prosperous South
Asian subcontinent based on
collaboration between China, India
and Pakistan.

In February last year China
declared it had secured a complete
victory in its fight against poverty.
The country had achieved the UN
goal of poverty eradication 10 years
ahead of the 2030 deadline.

In 1980 China’s per capita GDP
was a little more than $200, but it
now stands at about $10,000. The
World Bank has acknowledged
that the country is responsible for
more than 70 per cent of the global
reduction in poverty over the past
40 years.

The writer is a freelance journalist
for China Daily.
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BRICS team up on vaccine research

Farming sector reforms
and modernisation key
to economic growth
and poverty alleviation,
Indian experts say.
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Agricultural progress puts
country on solid footing

Rooftop solar energy to
power green development
By ZHENG XIN

Rooftop solar PVinstallations in
China may surge in the next three
yearsasthe country goesthrough
a green energy transition and
plans to make renewable energy
a key cornerstone in the country’s
path to a greener economy, a
recent research report said.

Rooftop installations in China
increased to 27.3 gigawatts in
2021from19.4GWin2017,andthe
growth should keep rising for the
rooftop solar market, according
to an analysis by energy research
company Rystad Energy. Before
2017 rooftop solar was almost
non-existent, with only 4 GW of
installed capacity in 2016.

The increased adoption of
rooftop installations in China has
also driven the world’s total global
rooftop solar capacity, which has
risen 64 per cent in five years,
from 36 GW in 2017 to 59 GW in
2021, representing 30 per cent of
total global solar capacity, it said.

The world’s total capacity is
forecast to reach 94.7 GW by
2025, with growth to steadily
continue following the slow
adoption from 2010 to 2016.

Rystad Energy said the surge in
rooftop capacity is mainly due to
government promoting adoption,
especially feed-in tariffs that
guarantee an above-market price
for producers.

China’s National Development
and Reform Commission said in
March that the country should
accelerate the development
of rooftop solar projects and
ensure half of the newly built
public institutions are covered by
rooftop solar by 2025.

This is the latest government
effort in promoting rooftop
solar capacity construction,
after China carried out a pilot
programme to develop rooftop
solar photovoltaics across the
country last year.

T h e N a t i o n a l E n e r g y
Administration called for a
selection of counties to be
nominated for a trial programme
to promote rooftop solar pilot
projects in late June, and
25 provincial-level regions
nationwide have come up with
detailed pilot programmes in
response, most in economically
developed regions.

Rystad Energy said small-scale
solar PV, including residential,
commercial and industrial, and
off-grid projects, are gaining
momentum supported by
economics and policies, with
China emerging as a key market.

Solar PV is an enormous
r e s o u r c e f o r C h i n a ’ s
decarbonisation because the
countryistransitioningawayfrom

fossil energy use, an analyst said.
The country’s rapid development
of rooftop solar capacity is also
driven by government incentives.

Newly added annual installed
capacity for solar stations has
been about 30 GW on average
over the past few years,the China
New Energy Investment and
Financing Alliance said.

Peng Peng, secretary-general
of the industry group China
New Energy Investment and
Financing Alliance, said that
figure is expected to reach 80 GW
annually if the government’s push
for distributed solar installations
nationwide is implemented on
schedule.

Solar instal lat ions have
boomed globally since 2010,
with annual growth of 40 per
cent. China is leading that growth
and has ranked first since 2015
in both installed capacity and
power generation. The country
wil l remain the leader by
adding about 619 GW of solar
photovoltaic capacity over this
decade to 2030, a report by the
energy research and consultancy
Wood Mackenzie said.

Most of the China’s distributed
solar photovoltaics are installed
in the eastern and southern
parts of the country, where the
economy is prosperous and
demand for power is greater,
including in Zhejiang, Shandong,
Jiangsu and Anhui provinces.

Believing the distributed
photovoltaic power will have
massive development potential
as it plays a key role in achieving
the government’s carbon
neutrality goal, companies
nationwide have stepped efforts
on distributed solar projects in
recent years.

The domestic solar company
Risen Energy said that as the
cost of solar power generation
gradually falls and as solar
power consumption capacity
rises, distributed solar including
rooftop solar will take a greater
market share and the company
plans to continue expanding its
presence in the domestic rooftop
solar market.

Anotherdomesticsolarmodule
manufacturer, J inkoSolar,
launched Tiger Neo series last
November that targets the
rooftop market,with an efficiency
of 22.3 per cent, which tops the
current commercialised panel
industry.

Qian Jing, vice-president
of JinkoSolar, said while the
bottleneck of grid accessibility
and absorption has slowed down
the deployment of utility-scale
projects in China, distributed
solar will account for half of new
capacity over the next five years.

Workers carry out maintenance work on a rooftop photovoltaic power station
in Mingguang, Anhui province, in December. SONG WEIXING / FOR CHINA DAILY

Wheat is harvested in Hemu village of Deqing county, Zhejiang province, in May last year. WANG ZHENG / FOR CHINA DAILY

A farmer dries figs in Guangming village, Neijiang, Sichuan province.
HUANG ZHENGHUA / FOR CHINA DAILY
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W hen deciding on
popular spots to visit
in Beijing for a taste
of the city’s history

and culture, the Temple of Heaven,
the Forbidden City, the Imperial
Ancestral Temple and the Qianmen
area are among those that often
spring to mind.

All these venues are located along
the Chinese capital’s central axis, for
which the municipal government
is now seeking UNESCO World
Heritage status.

Wang Yuanlong, 31, a market
manager who has lived in Beijing
for eight years, said: “To be frank, I
don’t often go to those places along
the central axis because they are a
bit too far from my workplace and
home. But every time my family and
friends from outside Beijing come to
the city I take them to Tian’anmen
Square, the Temple of Heaven and
the Forbidden City.

“It feels as if all the significant
architecture in Beijing is situated
along or near the central axis. No
matter how big the city grows,
the axis is an invisible root linking
tradition and fashion, ancient and
modern.”

Beijing’scentralaxis,withahistory
of more than 750 years, stretches
7.8 kilometres from the Bell Tower
and Drum Tower in the north to
Yongdingmeninthesouth.It includes
buildings from the Yuan Dynasty
(1271-1368),theMingDynasty(1368-
1644) and the Qing Dynasty (1644-
1911). Other significant structures
are located along the axis and
its extensions, including modern
landmarks such as the National
Stadium, also known as the Bird’s
Nest, in the north and Beijing Daxing
International Airport in the south.

World Heritage status is being
sought for the axis, with the draft
application text submitted to the
UNESCO World Heritage Centre for
review ahead of schedule.

The municipal government first
proposed this idea in 2009. In
2011 local authorities started work
on protecting key cultural relics
along the axis. Overall city planning
guidance for streets and blocks was
issuedin2020,makingclearthatthe
axis represents national culture.

In tandem with the application, in
recentyearsthecitygovernmenthas
strengthened protection of cultural
relics, vacated historic buildings and

improved the environment along the
axis.

Lyu Zhou, director of the National
Heritage Centre at Tsinghua
University, said the central axis
changes as the city evolves.

“By looking at the scale, shape
and colour of the buildings along
the axis, as well as the city gates,
streets and building complexes, a
clear order can be seen. The idea of
ritual in traditional Chinese culture is
fullyrealisedbytheembellishmentof
buildingsalongtheaxis,asevidenced
by the shape of nearby government
offices, residences and temples.

“The axis best embodies the
Chineseideaofrespectingthecentre
in urban construction. It represents
Chinese civilisation, reflecting
the most important aspects of
the country’s culture, such as the
relationship between humans and
nature, and also humans following
order.”

The axis influences the entire
city because it is the core of urban
planning, he said.

“At the same time many historical
events have occurred on the central
axis, including the founding of
modern China.”

Shan Jixiang, president of the
China Cultural Relics Academy,
said the axis represents more than
heritage because it is a continuation
of traditional Chinese city planning
concepts, which still influence urban
construction.

“The axis has inherited Chinese
urban order and city planning
philosophy from thousands of
years ago and has witnessed unique
Chinese civilisation and cultural
traditions, as well as representing
Beijing’s long history and cultural
confidence,”Shan said.

Acquiring World Heritage status

would not only make the axis
better-known globally by spreading
Chinese civilisation and traditional
culture to the world, but also help
promote protection of Beijing’s old
city and improve the environment
for residents.

The city will complete submission
of the official application text this
year, according to Liu Hongchang,
spokesman for Beijing’s cultural
heritage bureau.

In the 50 years since the adoption
of the World Heritage Convention,
1,154 heritage sites have been
strictly evaluated worldwide. The
Convention’s primary aim is to
identify and protect global natural
and cultural heritage considered to
be of outstanding universal value.

A c c o rd i n g t o t h e l a t e s t
requirements, a country can only
apply for one site to be listed per
year. As China has a wealth of
heritage resources, competition is
fierce.

There are other challenges. Since
Feb 1, the length of application
proposals has been limited. In
recent years, the proposals have
become longer, especially those for
large-scale heritage. Since Beijing’s
central axis is on such a scale, it can
be difficult to promote its attributes
with limited content.

Lyu, the National Heritage Centre
director, said: “Our task is to tell
foreigners,whomightbecompletely
in the dark, about the axis. So we
need to work hard to tell its story
clearly and in a very simple way to
overcome cultural differences.”

The application has given local
residents whose daily lives and
stories are closely connected to
the axis a sense of pride. In a wider
sense, the axis not only comprises
buildings, architectural styles,
history and culture, but also the
peoplewholivedarounditandthose
still living close to it.

As preparation for the application,
a three-year action plan on
conserving the axis was issued in
August 2020.

According to the municipal
government, projects related
to cultural relics conservation
and restoration, archaeological
exca va t i o n , e n v i ro n m e n t a l
improvement, and relocation of
residentsareproceedingasplanned.

YaoYuxin contributed to this story.

A geometric feature of Beijing embodies the city’s spirit with
its unique historical and cultural venues. Du Juan reports
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Axis of the ages

Acupuncture is a point of friendship

Fruitful
changes

No matter how big the
city grows, the axis is an

invisible root linking
tradition and fashion,
ancient and modern.”

Wang Yuanlong
A BEIJING RESIDENT

By YANG FEIYUE
and LI YINGQING

Zhao Quankang was thrilled
when Yanta village was named as
a beautiful leisure location by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs in November.

“It proves I made the right
decision to come back,” said Zhao,
25, who was born and raised in
the village in Southwest China’s
Yunnan province.

Yanta is one of more than 250
beautiful leisure villages listed
last year, all of which are deemed
to have rich natural and folk
resources,offerdiversepossibilities
for travellers, a steady leisure and
tourismincomeandwell-developed
tourism services.

Yanta is home to about 1,100
villagers and boasts numerous
pear orchards and an ancient
temple. It has maintained most of
its historical features.

Zhao had been paying close
attention to the status of his home.

“When I was a child Yanta village
was very poor, and everyone
seemed to just want to grow up
andgetoutassoonaspossible.The
houses were in a wretched state,
and villagers relied on horses and
tractors for transportation.”

After Zhao graduated from
Xi’an Aeronautical Institute in
Shaanxi province he left to seek
job opportunities in large cities,
including Beijing, Shanghai and
Shenzhen.

“However,Ibegantofeelnostalgic
and had always fancied trying to do
something for the development of
my hometown,”Zhao said.

Yanta was chosen by the local
authority as a pilot area for rural
revitalisation through innovation in
2019.AfterZhao heard the news he
decided to return.

Experts from China Agricultural
University in Beijing moved in and
started offering guidance. It was
part of the local authority’s efforts
to transform Yanta into a rural
getaway and improve the lives of
villagers.

Experts from the university
have studied and dealt with

major problems in rural areas
surrounding Kunming, capital
of Yunnan province. Every year
postgraduate and doctoral
candidatesconductedfieldstudies
thereandofferedtechnicalsupport
to local governments and rural
businesses.

Li Xiaoyun, who headed the
team of experts, quickly found
Yanta’s charm hidden among its
old houses.

The rural properties looked worn
out, but their original splendour,
imbued with history, could hardly
be concealed, Li said.

Li then held talks with the local
authority and settled on a plan to
protect the historical village and
develop rural tourism.

Theyrenteda500-square-metre
courtyard house and renovated it
for creative culture, e-commerce,
catering and homestay purposes.

Another idle house, of about
200 square metres, has been
turned into a homestay through
a partnership between the rural
co-operative and the house owner.

Li encouraged villagers to
plant various flowers to give the
neighbourhood a face-lift.

The idea was to highlight Yanta’s
agriculture and pastoral charm,
featuring its pear orchards, while
building a village history museum
and a creative culture street to
spice up local life.

“Every time I go to Yanta village,
I see something different,” Li said.
“It’s changing all the time.”

Distinctive rural tourism events,
such as pear blossom and picking
festivals, as well as fishing events,
have been staged to get tourists
involved in farming events.

Moreover, the local authority
has also guided more than 50
households in developing livestock

and poultry breeding in areas
that were previously unattended.
More than 900,000 chickens are
produced from those areas.

An e-commerce centre has also
been established and helps sell
the pears, yams, eggs and honey
produced in the village to urban
areas.Since it opened last year the
centre has notched up sales worth
more than 800,000 yuan (Rs 9.6
million).

Zhao said he has been amazed
by the positive changes in Yanta
since he returned.

“Now there are many wide roads
across the village and flowers are in
full bloom. It’s really beautiful.”

He has joined a rural programme
in which the local authority has set
up a talent cultivation fund and
encourages villagers who know
both the city and the village to
become leaders who can find ways
to connect the two.

Zhao has proposed retaining
the original look of Yanta and tap
into the potential of local culture to
build a modern village.

In August Zhao began managing
a coffee shop inaugurated by
the local co-operative, which has
become popular among visitors.

During the National Day holiday
in October last year Zhao took the
initiative to stage a music festival
to which he invited student bands
from nearby colleges. It managed
to pack in urban visitors.

Yanta will continue to work
with institutes of higher learning
and strive to evolve into a facility
for college students to conduct
practical studies, said Zhao Gang,
director of the village committee.

“It will offer intellectual support
for rural revitalisation while helping
to raise the quality of life for the
villagers,”he said.

Acupuncture has become a
bridge of friendship between India
and China, with more Indians
accepting the form of traditional
Chinesemedicineoverthepastfew
decades, experts say.

Acupuncture,atechniquetocure
variousailments,wasintroducedin
Indiain1959byB.K.BasuinKolkata,
said Mrigendranath Gantait,
president of the Acupuncture
Association of India.

Over the past 60 years it has
spread to rural, semi-urban and
urban areas in India, particularly
in West Bengal, Maharashtra and
Punjab.

While the governments of West
Bengal and Maharashtra have
officially recognised acupuncture
as a way of treatment, the central
government recognised it as a
“system of healthcare”in 2019.

Acupunctureisacomplementary
medical practice that entails
stimulating certain points in
the body, usually with needles
penetrating the skin, to alleviate
pain or help treat various health
conditions.

Effortsarealsoontopopulariseit
more in India, experts say.

Acupuncture therapy in India
is related to the story of the
Indian medical mission that was
dispatched to China to provide
medical assistance during the
Chinesepeople’sWarofResistance

Against Japanese Aggression
(1931-45).

Basu, a colleague of Dwarkanath
Kotnis (widely known as Ke Dihua
in China) and a torchbearer of the
Indian medical mission, lived in
China from 1938 to 1943, and later
worked for 43 years in India until
his death in 1986. During 1958 and
1959 Basu lived in China to learn
acupuncture before introducing
the needle techniques in India. In
1973 Basu was invited to China to
learnnewlydevelopedacupuncture
anaesthesia.

From the very beginning, Basu
tried to spread acupuncture to
doctors by free teaching to broad
masses of people. Basu, who

established the Dr Dwarkanath
Kotnis Memorial Committee and
the Acupuncture Association
of India, donated his house and
savings to the government of
West Bengal for the purpose of
acupuncture development.

Under the leadership of the
committee, free health service
clinics have been set up where
acupunctureis themaintreatment
modality, because the cost of
acupuncture treatment is low and
is effective for many ailments. The
committee has also produced
many acupuncturists who run
these clinics without taking any
remuneration, Gantait said.

“Acupuncture has played a
unique role to promote people’s
friendshipbetweenIndiaandChina.
When Basu returned to India after
learning acupuncture anaesthesia
the Indian media described it as
acupuncture diplomacy, and it was
highly praised in the country.”

Inderjeet Singh Dhingra, who is
a leading acupuncture practitioner
in Punjab, runs a small hospital in
Ludhiana, treating people with tiny
needles.

Acupuncture can bring relief in
many diseases, including body
pain, gynaecological problems,
paralytic dysfunction and arthritis,
he said.

XINHUA

A set of acupuncture needles on
display. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

A villager relaxes at the roadside of Yanta village, listed last year as one of more
than 250 beautiful leisure villages in China. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

The central axis stretches 7.8 kilometres through the Chinese capital. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

From left: Visitors to the Temple of Heaven in Beijing enjoy a clear sky in November. DU LIANYI / CHINA DAILY

Visitors at an exhibition on the central axis at the Capital Museum in Beijing in January. LIU HUAIYU / FOR CHINA DAILY
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THE AMBEDKAR University
Delhi (AUD)will hold itsunder-
graduate admissions for the
2022-23 academic session
throughtheCommonUniversity
EntranceTest(CUET)forallsub-
jects,Vice-ChancellorAnuSingh
Lather saidThursday.
AUD is a state university un-

dertheDelhigovernmentwhich
reserves 85% seats for students
fromtheNCTofDelhi.Unlikecen-
tral universities, it is notmanda-
toryforstateuniversitiestoadopt
CUET.“Wewillbeoneof thefirst
stateuniversitiestoconductCUET
forUGadmissions.DuringCovid,
wehadnooptionbuttoholden-
trances andwe realised that it
brought in studentswithmerit.
WefoundthatCUETsuitsourre-
quirements,andwhenthewhole
country is evolving through the
National Education Policy, why
should we not be part of the
change?” Lather said at a press
conferenceThursday.
ShesaidCUETwillalsobeap-

plicable for all supernumerary
seats,exceptforforeignstudents,
andthatadoptingitwillnotaffect

reservation in anyway. Asked if
therehadbeendeliberationswith
the Delhi government, Lather
said,“Wehaveautonomyonsuch
administrative decisions. We
don'tneedtogototheDelhigov-
ernmentoninternalmatters.”
Dean Planning, Kartik Dave,

said the university was taking
thedecision tohold admissions
under CUET in order to give a
levelplaying field to studentsof
Delhigovernmentschools.
AUDofficials said applicants

wouldneedtoregisterfirstonthe
NationalTestingAgencywebsite
which is conducting the exam.
Oncethescoresarein,theywould
berequiredtoregisterontheAUD
website aswell,where anappli-
cation feewould be charged. A
meritlistwouldthenbeprepared
andadmissionsheldaccordingly.
“Theapplicationfeelastyear

wasaroundRs390forUGandRs
510 for PG. Thiswill increase by
around10%thisyear,"saidDean
Students' Services Suresh Babu.

Lather said thiswas being done
astheuniversitydidnotraiseits
feeduring thepandemic.
LikeDU,AUDalso said there

wouldbethreesectionsofCUET
2022inwhichthefirstsectionis
dividedintotwoparts.Itconsists
of 13 languages in the first part
and 20 languages in the second
part. The second sectionwould
contain27domain-specifictop-
ics, and the third sectionwould
bebasedongeneralknowledge.
Asforeligibilitycriteria,theV-

Csaidmostcourseswouldrequire
50%marks in the board exams,
apartfromtheCUETscorewhich
will be calculated based on the
best performance of students in
thepaperstheyappearfor.There
is an exception for BVoc courses,
forwhichonlypassmarksarethe
criteriaintermsofschoolmarks.
“Merit will be based on the

highest score that a candidate
getsbyconsideringallthecombi-
nationsofsubjectsinwhichs(he)
appears in the CUET. In other
words,bestcombinationtoben-
efit the candidatewill be done.
Therewillbenodisadvantageon
changingstreams,” saidDave.
For admissions inBA (Hons)

English andMaths, applicants
alsoneedtohavescoredamini-
mumof65%inthesesubjects in
their class12exams, apart from
other eligibility criteria. For ad-
missions to BA (Hons) in Hindi,
English andMaths, applicants
will necessarily need to give
CUET in thegivensubjects.
Registrar NitinMalik said to

helpstudents,theuniversitywill
setupahelpdesk,haveachatbox
onthewebsite,andstudentswill
alsobeprovidedwithFAQs.AUD
will also hold ‘OpenHouse’ ses-
sionstoaddressstudents’queries.

ABOVE1%FORFOURDAYS INAROW

RUN UP TO YOGA DAY
A‘YogaUtsav’washeldat theRedFortThursdaytomarkthe75-daycountdowntothe InternationalDayofYoga.LokSabha
SpeakerOmBirlaandUnionMinisterSarbanandaSonowalwereamongtheparticipants.AbhinavSaha

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

DELHI’S COVID positivity rate
has been inching up and re-
mainedabove1%forfourdaysin
arow.This isattributedtofewer
tests being conducted and
mostly symptomatic persons
getting tested, saidgovernment
officials. Delhi recorded a posi-
tivity rate of 1.68%onThursday,
with justover10,000tests.
Positivity rate is the propor-

tionof samples that returnpos-
itive, which is indicative of the
spreadof the infection.
Fewer people turning up to

get tested, with hospitals con-
tributingthelargestchunkofthe
total tests conducted, has led to
the positivity rate inching up
over theweek. It has remained
above1%overthe last fourdays,
up from 0.57% recorded on the
firstdayof themonth.
Officialssaidthatliftingofre-

strictions such as the need for a
negativeRT-PCRtestfordomes-
tictravelhasalsoledtoadropin
the number of tests conducted
andconsequentlytheincreasing
positivity rate. Moreover,when
more symptomatic patients get
tested,ahighernumber is likely
to be positive, resulting in a
higherpositivity rate.
The number of tests has re-

mained very low over the last
threedays,averaging9,328tests
a day. In comparison, 23,431
testswereconductedonaverage
daily during the last seven days
of March, shows data from the
Delhi government’s health bul-
letin. The government had
planned tomaintain a level of
around 60,000 tests a day even
betweenthewaves.

“It’s not that we have shut
any of the collection points or
thatthecapacityisnotavailable.
But with the cases being low,
people are not coming to the
centrestogettested.Asforsam-
pleswecollectfromthecommu-
nity and transit points like rail-
way stations and ISBTs, people
refusetogettestedsincethefear
of theinfectionhasgonedown,”
said a senior official from the
Delhi government.With fewer
tests, capacity at government
labsalsoremainsvacant, theof-
ficial said.
Thisishappeningdespitethe

insufficient capacity of govern-
mentlabs,withsamplesusually
sent to private labs for process-
ing, especiallyduringasurge.
“Of course, most tests are

happening in hospitals where
peoplecomeinwithrespiratory
symptoms,especiallythosewho
have to undergo a surgery or
procedure.Thisisthereasonthat
amajor chunk of the tests cur-
rently being reported is at hos-
pitals,” the official said. The
health department will meet

nextweektodiscussthereasons
for the drop in tests and how it
canbeboosted.
City doctors, however, say

they have started seeing one or
two Covid cases this week, up
fromnonebeforethat.Butthese
patients do not need hospitali-
sations, theysaid.
Dr Suranjit Chaterjee, senior

consultant of internalmedicine
at IndraprasthaApollo hospital,
said, “Therehasbeenaslight in-
crease in numbers; this week I
have seen six Covid patients,
with threebeing fromthesame
family. For the 15 days before
that, I sawno cases. All patients
just had a sore throat, cough,
fever, etc andhad theynotbeen
tested, it couldpass off as a reg-
ularcold.Peoplearereluctantto
get tested now, but we need to
keep an eye on tests to spot if
there isa surge.”
Dr Rommel Tickoo, director

of internal medicine at Max
Saket, said, “I have seen four or
five patients this week, but we
shouldn’t read toomuch into it.
Thenumbersarestill very low.”

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

COURSE CLASSXIIMARKS CUET
BBA 50% ScorebasedonSection3
History 50% ScorebasedonSection3
Hindi 50% Hindi (CUETscore)+Bestof3subjects fromsection2
Economics 50% Bestof threesubjects fromsection2
English 50%,withat least English(CUETscore)+bestof 3subjects fromsection2

65%inEnglish
Maths 50%,withat least Maths (CUETscore)+Bestof any3othersubjects

65%inMaths either fromSection2orSection1A
BVoccourses Passmarks ScorebasedonSection3
Others* 50% Anyone languagefromSection1A

+Bestof3subjects fromSection2
*Global Studies, Law&Politics, SustainableUrbanism,Social Science&Humanities, PsychologySociology

For coming session, Ambedkar University to
adopt common entrance test for UG admissions

Meat shop directive:
Mayors get notice from
Delhi minorities panel

Riots: Court junks bail
plea of Jamia alumni head

NCLT initiates insolvency proceedings
against ATS Group firm Ananda Divine

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

THEDELHIMinoritiesCommis-
sion Thursday issued show
causenotices to themayorsand
commissionersof thethreemu-
nicipal corporations seeking an
explanation on the “order” to
shutmeatshopsduringNavratri.
On Monday, South MCD

mayorMukeshSuryanhadsent
alettertothecivicbodycommis-
sionerwith instructions that all
meatshopsshouldbeshut.East
MCD mayor Shyam Sundar
Agarwal had alsomade similar
appeal.
Seeking a report within 24

hours, DMC chairman Zakir
Khanhas asked themayors and
commissionerstoappearbefore
it on Friday. In the notice, the
commission has said that “...
such proclamation can also in-
cite and encourage hoggish be-
haviour on the ground. Senior
authorities and the courts
should step in and put a stop to
suchbehaviour.”
Suryansaid the commission

is not authorised to call or seek
report fromamayor: “They can
asktheexecutivewingbutnota
mayor.”
Whenasked if thedirections

issued by himwould be imple-

mented by officials, Suryan said
that the executivewing is cur-
rently examining the legality of
theprovisions. “I standbywhat I
had said in the letter and, if
needed,wewillbringaresolution
inthehousetomakeitarule.”
Director Press and

Information, SouthMCD, said
that the department has re-
ceived themayor’s letter and it
isbeingexamined.
Agarwalsaidhehadnotissued

anyorderbutmadeanappeal to
shopstoshutduringNavratri.
Thenoticeissuedbythecom-

mission further said “news re-
portshavealsoobservedthatthe
mayor is acting like a law unto
himself” and “what he is calling
for violates the basic free (sic)
guaranteed in the constitution”.
“Observingthis,weherebyserve
you upon you to explain forth-
withonwhichlaiddownruleand
regulations it has been decided
by you to shut down themeat
shopduringNavratri,” itsaid.
“Thecommission, therefore,

requires that you shall file your
status report on the aforesaid
complaint on urgent basiswith
allnecessaryenclosuresupport-
ingyourcontentionsandsubmit
a detailed report and appear in
personbeforethechairpersonof
DelhiMinoritiesCommissionby
April 8,” thenotice reads.

Following ‘threats’,
man shot at during
riots gets arms licence

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL7

IN A significant step, the Delhi
government has decided to in-
cludeandincentivisee-cyclesun-
deritsElectricVehicle(EV)policy.
Thiswill include passenger and
cargoe-cycleswithaspeedofless
than25km/hour.
“Apurchase incentiveof 25%

ofMRPuptoRs5,500willbepro-
vided to the first 10,000 buyers.
An additional incentive of Rs
2,000tothefirst1,000individual
e-cycle ownerswill be provided
withaneyeoncreatingthemuch-
needed demand for e-cycles.
Similarly, the governmentwill

provide a purchase incentive of
33%ofMRPuptoRs15,000perve-
hicletothefirst5,000e-cargocy-
clesbuyerstosupportfooddeliv-
eryande-commercedrivers,”the
governmentsaidinastatement.

Buyers of e-cycles and cargo
e-cycleswill alsobeeligible fora
“ScrappingIncentive”ofuptoRs
3,000pervehicle, for “scrapping
and deregistering old ICE two-
wheelersregisteredinDelhi”.
Delhi Transport Minister

Kailash Gahlot and Delhi
Dialogue and Development
Commission (DDC) vice-chair-
personJasmineShahheldapress
conference Thursday to an-
nouncethedecision.
Gahlot said, “Under the lead-

ership of CM Arvind Kejriwal,
Delhi ismaking itsmark as ‘EV
Capital of India’. Nearly 46,000
EVshavebeensoldtilldateunder
the EV policy. The city also
achievedthehighestEVsalecon-

tributionof12.6%ofMarch2022
vehiclesales.”
“ThehalfwaymarkofDelhi’s

visionof25%EVby2024hasbeen
achieved.Thegoodnewsis,inthe
lastthreemonths,two-wheelers’
sales are consistently contribut-
ing tomore than50%of the total
EVsales.Itshowsthetrendmov-
ing towardsmore adoption by
both individuals and fleet own-
ers,” saidGahlot. An e-cycle can
travel up to 45 km on a single
charge,hesaid.Shahsaidthecab-
inet’sdecision to link thee-cycle
segment with EV policy was a
“big decision”. He said, “...With
thisdecisionoftheDelhigovern-
ment...Delhiwillbecomethefirst
statetopromotee-cycle.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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ADELHIcourthasdismissedthe
bail plea of Shifa-Ur-Rehman,
president of the Alumni
Association of Jamia Millia
Islamia University (AAJMI), in a
UAPA case filed in connection
with theNortheastDelhi riots.
Dismissing the plea,

Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat noted that on
perusal of the chargesheet and
accompanying documents, for
the limited purpose of bail, he
wasof theopinion that thealle-
gations against the accused are
primafacietrue.
The court relied onmultiple

protectedwitnesses'statements,
including one statementwhich
claimed that Rehman gave
moneytoonepersonsayingthat
itwasacontributionfortheriots.
“Fakebillsof theexpensesinthe
name of AAJMI were seized at
theinstanceofaccusedShifa-Ur-
Rehman.Thisshowsthattheac-
cused had tried to cover up his
mistakes,” thecourt said.

Itsaidthatabroadreadingof
allstatementsbringsouttherole
ofRehmaninthecontextofcon-
spiracyandriots.“Atthisstageof
bail, the statements of all wit-
nesses have to be taken at face
value and their veracity will be
testedatthetimeofcross-exam-
ination,” thecourt said.
The court said that the ac-

cused had connectivity with
other accused persons like for-
mer JNU student Umar Khalid
(member of DPSG,MSJ&UAH),
and other activists likeMeeran
Haider(JCC),SafooraZargar(JCC)
and Asif Iqbal Tanha. “Accused
persons have connectivitywith
each other and cumulative role
ofall theaccusedpersonsisalso
necessarytobeseentocompre-
hendtheentirestructureandthe
conspiracy as stated in the
chargesheet,” thecourt said.
Rehman'slawyerarguedthat

he had never advocated vio-
lence. Special public prosecutor
Amit Prasad opposed the bail,
stating that there is sufficient
material on record to establish
that the accusation against the
accused isprima facie true.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THEDELHIPoliceLicensingUnit
has issued an arms licence to a
manwhowas allegedly shot at
duringtheNortheastDelhi riots
twoyearsago.
Police said the man, Rohit

Shukla,who is also awitness in
another case, was receiving
threatsfrom"unknownparties"
and applied for a licence. After
dueverificationfromlocalpolice
andspecialisedunits,policepro-
vided themanwithone.
Shuklawas shot at allegedly

byShahrukhPathaninJafrabad.
Pathanwasarrestedaftertheri-
ots ashehadalsopointed apis-
tol at a head constable. He is in
jail,andhisbailwasrecentlyde-
niedby thecourt.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Shukla claimed that he
receivedthreats fromunknown
persons inDecember lastyear.

“I don’t know who these
persons were. I had contacted
the police and told them I was
receivingdeaththreats.Around
four-five days ago, I again re-
ceived threats from unknown
mennearmyhouse. Iwascom-
ing back from office when
these men threatened to kill
me. I immediately contacted
police and decided to keep a
weapon for my safety. I fear
that Iwillbeattacked,”claimed
Shukla,whosellsROwaterpu-
rifiers.
A senior police officer from

the Licensing Unit confirmed
that Shukla was given an arms
licence. “We have taken all his
complaintsandactedasperlaw.
He was provided with the li-
cence. He can now take a
weapon, andhewillhave toget
it ‘endorsed’ (registered) at our
officebeforeheusesit.Theman
is a riot victim and was facing
threats for a long time...,” said
theofficer.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Tribunal(NCLT)hasinitiatedin-
solvency proceedings against
AnandaDivineDevelopers.
A two-memberDelhi-based

Principal benchof theNCLThad
onMarch25admittedapleafiled
byICICIPrudentialVenture,claim-
ingduesofRs25crore.Thetribu-
nal appointedHarish Taneja as
InterimResolutionProfessionalto
takeoverthemanagementwhile
suspending theboardofAnanda

DivineDevelopers,which is one
of thecompaniesofATSGroup.
ATS Infrastructure in a state-

mentsaid ithasresolvedthedis-
pute with ICICI Prudential
Venture. “We’ve received a copy
oftheorderandareinthemiddle
of studying the same...Wehave
mutuallyclosedthisdisputewith
ICICIPrudentialVentureandwill
be filing a settlement soon,”ATS
Group CMD Getamber Anand
said, adding, “Theamountunder
considerationisaverysmallsum
and the related project is com-
pleted...Thiswillhavenobearing
onourotherprojects.”

Initsorder,theNCLTobserved
thattherealtyfirmisliabletopay
ICICI Prudential Venture, the fi-
nancialcreditor,atotaloutstand-
ing sumof Rs 25.46 crore as of
November 20, 2020, which in-
cludes default IRR (Internal Rate
ofReturn).“Consequently,bynot
paying theoutstanding amount,
which has become due and
payable,thecorporatedebtorhas
committedaneventofdefaultun-
der provision of the Investment
Agreementanddefaultunderthe
provisions of theCode,” said the
bench comprising President R
SudhakarandAKSrivastava.

On July 24, 2014, Ananda
DivineDevelopersalongwithits
promoterATSInfrastructureand
Anand,alsoapromoterandper-
sonalguarantor,hadexecutedan
investment agreement, pur-
suant towhich ICICI Prudential
Venture investedRs 75 crore by
subscribing 75 lakh debentures
havingafacevalueofRs100.The
debentureandobligationswere
securedwith amortgage over a
14-acre land of ATS Triumph
LandatSector104 inGurgaon.
The firm defaulted on pay-

ments after 2017and the finan-
cialcreditorfinallymovedNCLT.

Govt includes e-cycle under its EV policy

TransportMinisterKailash
GahlotandDDCV-CJasmine
Shah
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Fewer tests behind
slight increase in
city’s positivity rate

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,745 9,706
ICU BEDS 2,202 2,190

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
11,688

NOIDA
Apr6 Apr7

Cases N/A 10
Deaths N/A 0
GURGAON
Cases 45 87
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 39
OXYGENSUPPORT 6
VENTILATORSUPPORT 1

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,65,796

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
April6 126 120 1 11,241
April7 176 118 0 10,453
Total 551* 18,38,090 26,155 3,74,57,313
*Total active cases inDelhi

Kinofworkers
whodiedin
STPget
Rs10lakh
New Delhi: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
Thursday handed over
chequesofRs10lakheach
to the kin of twoworkers
who died after they fell
into a six-foot-deep pit
whileworkingatasewage
treatment plant in East
Delhi last week. Sisodia
visited the homes of the
victims, handed over the
chequesandassuredthem
of a job in the Delhi Jal
Board, an official state-
ment said.PTI

Autosplying
withexpired
certificates,
HCrapsgovt
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court Thursday rapped
the Delhi government for
allowing thousands of e-
rickshaws and auto rick-
shawswhichlackthereq-
uisitefitnesscertificatesto
ply on the city roads, and
directed it to take “reme-
dial steps” forthwith. The
division bench of Acting
Chief Justice Vipin Sanghi
and Justice Navin Chawla
took note of the govern-
ment response which
stated that 80,583 e-rick-
shaws,whose fitness cer-
tificate expired in
December 2021, are con-
tinuingtoplyontheroads.
The court was also told
that 9,451 autos have ex-
pired fitness certificates.

3bookedfor
‘molestation’
New Delhi: A day after a
womanwasallegedlymo-
lestedandherfamilymem-
bers thrashed inside their
home, police have appre-
hended threemen in con-
nectionwiththecase.ENS

BRIEFLY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

DELHI POLICE have lodged an
FIR on a complaint by singer
Hirdesh Singh,whogoes by the
stagename‘YoYoHoneySingh’,
alleging that he wasmanhan-
dledataSouthDelhi club.
The incident took place at a

club inSouthExtension-II,police
said.AspertheFIR,filedonacom-
plaint fromSinghandhis lawyer
IshaanMukherjee,Singhwasper-
formingontheinterveningnight
ofMarch26-27whenagroupof
menallegedly forcibly got upon
stage.TheFIRread,“Four-fiveun-
knownmenstartedmisbehaving
anddisruptedtheshow...aperson
in a checked shirt caught my
(Singh’s)handandstartedtopull
me to the front... thepersonkept
challenging and threateningme.
I also observedhewas armed...”
The complainant added that all
artists, includingSingh, left.
DCP (South) Benita Mary

Jaikersaid, “Wereceivedacom-
plaint fromSingh...We’veregis-
teredacaseandidentifiedallfive
accused...We’llmakearrests.”A
case has been registered under
sections of voluntarily causing
hurt, wrongful restraint, crimi-
nal intimidationandothers.
Singh’s lawyer refused to

commentonthe incident.

Honey Singh
‘manhandled’
inside club

New Delhi
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Government of India

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Rural)
· Construction of 2.52 crore houses completed
• Central assistance of Rs 1.95 lakh crore released so far
• Gas connection to every beneficiary under
PM Ujjwala Yojana

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban)
Construction of 58 lakh houses completed
• Central assistance of Rs 1.18 lakh crore released so far

Features of PMAY:
Ownership of house in the name of female member
or joint ownership
Facility of toilet, kitchen, electricity and water in
every house

The mission to provide houses to the poor is not just a
government scheme but it is our commitment to build
confidence among the poor and the villages. It is the
first step towards upliftment of the poor from poverty.
When the poor get a house, it brings stability in their
life. Keeping this in mind our Government is giving top
priority to PM Awas Yojana. - Narendra Modi
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PUCCA HOUSE GIVES POOR DIGNITY
PM AWAS YOJANA MAKES LIFE EASY

NOTICEBOARD CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARY A P P O I N T M E N T S , M O V E M E N T S , C E L E B R A T I O N S , H O N O U R S

E V E N T S , A N N O U N C E M E N T S , L A U N C H E S , C S R I N I T I A T I V E S , A P P O I N T M E N T S , M O V E M E N T S , C E L E B R A T I O N S

GAIL approved buyback of about 5.70 crore shares
@ Rs. 190 per share aggregating to about Rs 1,083
crs (excluding taxes). GAIL has been consistently
rewarding its shareholders through regular dividends,
issue of bonus shares and also buyback of shares at
premium. During current financial year, the Company
has paid the highest ever interim dividend amounting to
Rs 3,996 cr (at the rate of 90% of the face value).

BHEL has achieved a major landmark with its
equipment enabling record power transmission of
6,000 MW, over the recently commissioned ±800 kV,
6,000 MW Ultra High Voltage Direct Current (UHVDC)
link between the Western Region Grid (Raigarh,
Chhattisgarh) and the Southern Region Grid (Pugalur,
Tamil Nadu). The project will supplement power
availability in the Southern Grid.

NTPC, delivered a phenomenal performance with
highest ever annual group generation of 360 BU, a
growth of 14.6% compared to previous year. During
this period, NTPC also recorded the highest ever single
day generation of 1215.68 MU (Group) & 1013.45 MU
(NTPC). On a standalone basis, NTPC Capacity
increased by 4.1% to 54575 MW.

PUNJABI ACCADMY EK SHAM SATINDER SARTAJ DE
Naam was organised by Punjabi accadmy recently at
Dilli haat. Mla General Singh, Rajesh Rishi, Harsha
Singh Valli & secy Rajender Kumar were present.

In a bid to enable India’s decarbonization push, Indian Oil,
L&T and ReNew Power. The tripartite venture is a synergis-
tic alliance that brings together the strong credentials of
L&T in designing, executing, and delivering EPC projects.

JV - INDIANOIL

AK Jain, CEO, RFCL, a JV Company of NFL, EIL and FCIL
has been conferred “CEO with HR Orientation” award
by World HRD Congress for his significant contribution
in the field of Human Resource (HR).

AWARD- RFCL
A Ramalingam, CMD, BEL, along with MVR Sekhar (Dir.
R&D) & M Kumar, ED (Mktg), presenting the 2nd Interim
Dividend cheque for Rs186.89 Cr to Defence Minister, Raj-
nath Singh, at New Delhi recently.

DIVIDEND - BEL
RITES has entered into a MoU with IIT-Delhi, to explore av-
enues of mutual collaboration on road design and road
safety consultancy projects.Under this agreement, RITES
and IIT-Delhi intend to bring in best practices.

MoU – RITES

Sembcorp's renewable energy arm SGIL has won two
social impact awards and an international safety award
in recognition of its efforts towards sustainable opera-
tions.

AWARD – SGIL

PK Gupta, CMD, NBCC has been conferred with “CEO of The
Year” award at the 11th edition of World Leadership Congress
recently. Gupta was bestowed for his immense contributions
towards nation’s infrastructure building.

AWARD - NBCC

The Delhi Metro Adventure Club
(MAC) recently organized a visit
to the National War Memorial.
Vikas Kumar, MD/DMRC (Pa-
tron, MAC) and Anuj Dayal,
Principal ED/DMRC (Secretary,
MAC) facilitated Subedar Major
(Hony Capt) Yogendra Yadav,
PVC with a Metro train model in
the presence of over 200 em-
ployees and families of DMRC
who were part of this trip.This trip was a part of the ongo-
ing ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations.

VISIT- DELHI METRO

120 Bn CRPF celebrated 31st raising day with zest and zeal.
A Kumar, DIG of Police, Range Guwahati, CRPF was the Chief
guest. DIGP reiterated the glorious tradition of the CRPF and
its core values of 'Service and Loyalty'.

RAISING DAY-CPRF

SECI Sanjay Sharma has
joined as Director (Solar),
in Solar Energy Corp-
oration of India Ltd
recently. Before joining he
was Executive Director
(Solar) in SECI. He is
B.Tech. (Hons), MBA,
Certified Energy Auditor &
Certified project manager. He is having more than 33 years
of experience in power sector. He worked in Power grid
Corporation of India Ltd for approx 25 years before joining
SECI in Sept 2015.

APPOINTMENT

WeaverStory is promoting handlooms and handicrafts
with artisans across India, under their program Craft-
Tales. Naseem Bano, a weaver from Chanderi, was pre-
sented with the Kala Nishth award.

CSR- WEAVER STORY
Nalanda University Welcomed ICCR President at its
campus and ICCR President commended NU Vice
Chancellor's efforts to develop Nalanda University as a
"unique university"

WELCOME - NALANDA UNIVERSITY

ONGC is on its way to commercialize another Basin –
the Vindhyan Basin. This would be the 9th producing
Basin of India; the 8th by ONGC. This comes close on
the heels of the 8th Indian Basin – the Bengal Basin.

INDIAN BASIN- ONGC

AK Singh, CMD, NHPC had a courtesy meeting with PS
Tamang, CM of Sikkim recently at Gangtok. Meeting were
held regarding ongoing projects of NHPC in Sikkim includ-
ing 500MW Teesta-VI & 120 MW Rangit-IV Hydro Projects.

COURTESY MEETING - NHPC

PK Das, CMD, IREDA had a courtesy meeting with Dr M Ni-
rani, Large and Medium Scale Industries M/o Karnataka.
Theydiscussedavarietyof topics related toboostingRenew-
able Energy sector in Karnataka.

COURTESY MEETING - IREDA

NTPChas takenupan initiativeofblendingofgreenhydrogen
in PNG network of GGL at NTPC Kawas. A formal agree-
ment between two companies has been signed in the pres-
ence of M Bhargava, CEO, NTPC REL & ED RE, NTPC.

AGREEMENT - NTPC

IOCL R&D bagged the third prize in the “Best Institution for
campus usage” categoryof the National Water Awards insti-
tuted by the M/inistry of Jal Shakti, GOI. Dr D Saxena, ED
(LT) & Dr U Srivastva, CGM (SE&IA) received the award.

AWARD - INDIANOIL
Engineers India and Numaligarh Refinery signed a MoU for
development and commercialization of technologies. Un-
der the MoU, EIL and NRL will jointly develop and license
indigenous technologies.

MoU - EIL
IREDA has achieved the highest-ever loan sanctions around
Rs23921.06Cr& loandisbursementsofRs16070.82Cr.On
this occasion, PK Das, CMD, IREDA, addressed all the em-
ployees through his motivational interaction.

INTERACTION- IREDA

New Delhi
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INPARLIAMENTBudgetSession
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5QUESTIONS

RSPMPNKPREMACHANDRAN SPEAKS
TO LIZMATHEW ABOUT THE BUDGET
SESSIONOF PARLIAMENT

What’syourassessmentof the
BudgetSession?
It hasbeena fruitful sessionand
therehavebeensomegood
debates, especially theoneon the
Ukrainecrisis... But, unfortunately,
wecouldnotdiscuss themost
important issue—price rise—
becausegovernmentdidnotwanta
debateon it.

There isatendencytomeasure
thesuccessof thesessionbythe
hourstheHousefunctioned.
What isyourviewonthis?
It isoneof the factors tomeasure
productivity.At thesametime, the
issuesdiscussed,qualityof the
debates, andattendanceof
membersarealso factors...Whena
Housesits for longhoursandallows
a lotofmembers toparticipate in
discussions, it isgoodandthe
Speakerhas tobe laudedfor it.But
thegovernment isnotwilling to
discusscontentious issues.

What isyourviewonParliament
goingincreasinglypaperless?
It isverydifficult…Whenserious
issuessuchaspolicymattersand
reportsofstandingcommitteesare
discussed,itisverydifficulttogo
throughthemwithouthavingthe
papersbeforeyou.

Areyousayingwearenotyet
preparedtogopaperless?
Yes.Wearenottotallyequipped.For
example,wedon’thavegoodweb
connectivityinsidethechamber.
Whenweparticipate,wedon’tget
accesstothematerial. Ithinkfor
Parliamenttofunctioneffectively,
hardcopiesareamust.Theministers
stilldependonfilesandpapersto
answerquestions...

Attheglobal level, there isa lotof
effortbeingmadetoreduce
carbonfootprintandgogreen. In
India, shouldn’t theParliament
setanexample?
I appreciate the fact that the
parliamentariansacross theworld
are tryingtoworkwithoutpaper.
But forMPs, therearehardcopies
still availablewhenitcomesto
importantBillsandpolicies.When
ministersusepaper for their
answersandeven indebates,you
can’t insist theMPsshouldn’t.

From The Gallery

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

OPPOSITIONCONGRESSonThursdayalleged
that thegovernment adjournedParliament
aheadof schedule toescapeadiscussionon
issues affecting the people, including the
highrateofunemploymentandcontinuous
rise in prices of petrol and diesel, aswell as
cookinggasand fertiliser.
The party accused the government of

runningaway fromParliament.
“The prices of every commodity have

risen,whichhasimpactedpeople,especially
the poor,” Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, said at a press
conference. “Wewanted to discuss this is-
sue.Wecooperatedwiththegovernmenton
passageofBills,but thegovernmentdidnot
allowadiscussiononthe real issues...”
Hesaidthegovernment’s lackof interest

in solving the issues became clear when
Parliament was adjourned sine die on
Thursday.“Thegovernmenthadgivenbusi-
ness till Friday.Wewere ready. But thegov-
ernmentadjourned(theHouse)inthemorn-
ing itself,” Kharge said. “We feel the
government was not interested in solving
problems facedby thepeople,”headded.
CongressleaderinLokSabha,AdhirRanjan

Chowdhury,whoalso addressed themedia,
saidthegovernmenthadagreedforadiscus-
sion onprice-rise. “Wewerewaiting for the
discussion, but suddenly itwas decided on
Wednesday evening that theHousewill ad-
journ sine die on Thursday,” he said. “It is
strangethat thegovernmentagrees foradis-
cussion in the BAC (Business Advisory
Committee) and when the time comes it
breachesitsowncommitmentandrunsaway.”
CongresschiefwhipinRajyaSabha,Jairam

Ramesh,saidtheBACofRajyaSabhahadallo-
cated time for two Bills:Weapons of Mass
DestructionBillandtheIndianAntarcticBill.
“The Oppositionwas prepared for a full

discussion on both Bills… They could have
brought it today; theycouldhavebrought it
tomorrow,” Ramesh said. “I think the real
reasonwhyRajya Sabhagot adjourned...we
have lost two days... The real reason is that
thecombinedOppositionwantedanexclu-
sive discussion onprice-rise and the agree-
ment between the farmers’ organisations
andthegovernment,whichthegovernment
wasnotwilling.”

Budget Session concludes amid din in RS
HARIKISHANSHARMA&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

BUDGET SESSION of Parliament concluded
on Thursday, a day ahead of schedule,with
LokSabhaandRajyaSabhabeingadjourned
sinedie inacontrastingmanner.
While Speaker OmBirla adjourned Lok

Sabha aftermaking his closing remarks at
11:09 am, ChairmanMVenkaiahNaidu ad-
journedRajyaSabhaamidsloganshoutingby
ShivSena,CongressandotheroppositionMPs.
Naiducouldnotevenreadouthiscustomary
closing remarks, summing up the business
conductedintheHouseduringthesession.
“So, youdon'twant to hear the conclud-

ing remarksalso! I canadjournwithout that
also. Ihavenoproblem.This is totallyagainst
thedemocraticspirit,normsoftheHouse,dig-
nityanddecorumoftheHouse.Ifeelverysad,”
saidNaiduamidprotestsoverissuesincluding
risingfuelpricesbytheoppositionMPs.
“OnthelastdayoftheHouse,ifsomepeo-

pledecidetodisrupttheHouse…Theyknow
thisisthelastday;so,createasituationwhere
theChairmantakessomeaction.Idon’twant
todoit.Iwillnotfavouryouwithactiontoday
because this is amessage thatwill go to the
country.Youhavetheprivilegeofnothaving

theremarksof theChairman,”hesaid.
Later, while Congress accused the gov-

ernment of avoiding a discussion in House
on price rise among other issues,
ParliamentaryAffairsMinisterPralhadJoshi
said the sessionwas curtailed “due to de-
mandof leadersofvariouspoliticalparties”.

The Budget Session—8th session of the
17th Lok Sabha— began on January 31 and
wasscheduled toendonApril 8.
“Duringthissession,atotalof13Bills(12

in LokSabhaand1 inRajya Sabha)were in-
troduced.13BillswerepassedbyLokSabha
and11BillswerepassedbyRajyaSabha.Total

number of Bills passed by both Houses of
Parliament is 11,” the Parliamentary Affairs
Ministry said inastatement.
Among the Bills passed by bothHouses

are The Delhi Municipal Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 and The Criminal
Procedure (Identification)Bill, 2022.
Addressing a press conference after ad-

journingLokSabha,SpeakerBirlasaid,“Asfar
asproductivity isconcerned, theoverallpro-
ductivity of theHouse stood at 129per cent
duringthe8thsessionofthe17thLokSabha...”
RajyaSabhaclockedaproductivityof99.80

per cent, the third best productive session
sincetheMonsoonSessionof2017.TheHouse
spent37.50percentofthefunctionaltimeon
debatesand23percentonGovernmentBills.
During this session, 27 sittings of Lok

Sabhawereheld—thesecondhighestof the
17thLokSabhauntilnow.Thehighestnum-
ber of sittings of this Lok Sabha—37—was
during its first session in2019.
SoonaftertheHousewasadjournedsine

die,Birlamettheleadersofpartiesandurged
them tomake “collective efforts” in raising
the“level”ofdiscussionstoenhancethedig-
nity of theHouse. PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi,CongresspresidentSoniaGandhiand
NationalConferenceleaderFarooqAbdullah
wereamongthosepresent in themeeting.

Oppositionprotestspricerise,VenkaiahadjournsHousewithoutcustomaryclosingremarks

LS Speaker: ‘One nation, one
legislative platform’ by 2023
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

THEPROCEEDINGSofall legislatures—both
Houses of Parliament and state assemblies
and legislative councils —will be available
ononeplatformby2023,LokSabhaSpeaker
OmBirla saidonThursday.
Addressing a press conference after the

conclusionof theBudget session,Birla said:
“Weareworkingonbringingproceedingsof
all state legislaturesononeplatform. I think
wewill beable todo itby2023.”
Hesaidtheplatformwouldprovidelotof

information to public. “Besides, our endeav-
our is to provide all the documents through
metadata so that people can access the pro-
ceedingsoftheHouse,”Birlasaid,addingthat
thiswouldalsobeavailableby2023.

Hesaidinitiallyonlythewrittenproceed-
ings would be available on the platform.
Responding to a question, he said the new
portalwasnotan‘app’andthelivetelecastof
stateassemblieswouldnotbeavailableonit.
The ideaof suchaplatformwasmooted

byPrimeMinisterNarendraModi inhis ad-
dress at the inaugural session of 82nd All
India Presiding Officers’ Conference on
November17,2021.
“I have an idea called ‘One Nation One

Legislative Platform’. Is it possible? Such a
digital platform, aportal that not only gives
thenecessarytechnologicalboosttoourpar-
liamentary system, but alsoworks to con-
nectall thedemocraticunitsof thecountry.
All the resources for our legislatures should
be available on this portal and central and
state legislatures shouldwork in paperless
mode,”Modihadsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

PEOPLEOFdifferentstatesshouldcommuni-
cate with each other in Hindi, and not
English,HomeMinisterAmitShahsuggested
onThursday.
“PrimeMinisterNarendraModi has de-

cidedthatthemediumofrunningthegovern-
mentistheOfficialLanguage,andthiswilldef-
initelyincreasetheimportanceofHindi.Now
the time has come to make the Official
Languageanimportantpartoftheunityofthe
country.When citizens of Stateswho speak
otherlanguagescommunicatewitheachother,
itshouldbeinthelanguageofIndia,”Shahwas
quotedbytheMinistryofHomeAffairsashav-
ing said at the 37th meeting of the

ParliamentaryOfficialLanguageCommittee.
Shah,however,clarifiedthatHindishould

beacceptedasanalternativetoEnglish,and
not local languages. He also suggested that
Hindi should bemademore flexible by ac-
ceptingwords fromother local languages.
Shah is chairperson of the Official

LanguageCommittee,andBJD’sBMahtabits
vicechairperson.
TheHomeMinister stressed theneed to

giveelementaryknowledgeofHindi to stu-
dentsup toClass IXandpaymoreattention

toHindi teachingexaminations.
AccordingtoMHA,Shahinformedmem-

bers that 70 per cent of the agenda of the
Cabinet is now prepared in Hindi. He said
22,000Hindi teachers have been recruited
intheeightstatesof theNortheast,andnine
tribal communities of the region have con-
vertedscriptsof theirdialectstoDevanagari.
All thesestateshavealsoagreedtomake

Hindi compulsory in schools up to Class X,
hesaid, according toMHA.
Theministry said the committeeunani-

mouslyapprovedsendingthe11thvolumeof
thecommittee’s report to thePresident.
Shahhasconsistentlypushedforgreater

use of Hindi by officials and the youth, and
has said that India’s culture and value sys-
temshadremainedprotectedprimarilybe-
causeof the language.

CongresschiefSoniaGandhiwithPrimeMinisterNarendraModi,DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghandLokSabhaSpeaker
OmBirlaatanall-partymeetingafterParliamentwasadjournedsinedieThursday.Birlatweetedthathecalledforcollective
effortstoraisethelevelofdiscussionintheHouse.ANI

CongressMPShashiTharoorandBJPMPHemaMaliniatParliamentHouse
Complex.Anil Sharma

TMCMPsSushmitaDevandAparupaPoddar,withPoddar’sdaughter,at
ParliamentHousecomplex.Anil Sharma

SO LONG, TILL MONSOON SESSION

SESSIONATAGLANCE

BILLS
INTRODUCED

PRODUCTIVITY(in%)

TIMELOSTDUETO
INTERRUPTION/FORCED
ADJOURNMENT(inhours)

02:49 09:26

MEMBERSSITTING
BEYONDSCHEDULED
HOURS(inhours)

40:00 09:16

■LokSabha ■RajyaSabha

SITTINGS(INDAYS)

27 27
12

1

BILLS
PASSED

13

11

SITTINGHOURS
177:50

127:44

STARREDQUESTIONS
182

135
129 99.8

Cong says govt
adjourned House
as it’s unwilling to
discuss price rise

ASSAMRAJYASABHAPOLLSFALLOUT

Cross-voting claims: Cong leader
sends legal notice to AIUDF MLA
TORAAGARWALA
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

ONEWEEKafterRajyaSabhapollsinAssam,
themudslingingbetweenoppositionparties
in the state continued with Leader of
OppositionDebabrataSaikiaof theCongress
serving a legal notice to AIUDF legislator
KarimUddinBarbhuiya onThursday for al-
legedlymaking “defamatory” accusations
againsta sectionof CongressMLAs.
Elections to two of Assam’s Rajya Sabha

seatswereheldonMarch31,withtheBJPand
its ally UPPLwinning both. The BJP-led al-
liance’svictory,whichcamedespitenothaving
thenumberstowinthesecondseat,indicated
thatsomeoppositionMLAsbrokerankstovote
for the alliance. Since then, theCongress and
theAIUDF—who fieldeda joint candidate—
havebeenengagedinawarofwords.

Thenotice sent toBarbhuiya sayshehad
alleged that “7-8MLAs of the Congress had
voted for theBJP” in a pressmeet lastweek.
According to the notice, Barbhuiya had also
claimedthatifthehousesofsomeMLAswere
searched,“packetsandpacketsofcash”would
berecovered.
“Myclientstatesthattheaforesaidstate-

ments issued by you in the pressmeet are
entirely false, fallacious, frivolous, scan-
dalous, derogatory and defamatory. The
statements made in the press meet were
made intentionally andmaliciously tomis-
lead the public and denigrate the image of
theIndianNationalCongress,”SarfrazNawaz,
Saikia’s counsel, said in thenotice, demand-
ingthatBarbhuiyatenderan“unconditional
public apology”, and withdraw his state-
ments. He has been given seven days to re-
spond, failingwhich criminal and civil ac-
tionswouldbepursuedagainsthim.

Kerala: Defiant Thomas headed
for CPM meet, Cong in a cleft stick
SHAJUPHILIP
KANNUR,APRIL7

BESETBYseveralproblems, theCongress in
Kerala has a new one:what to dowith for-
merUnionministerKVThomas.
OnThursday,defyingadirective fromthe

partyhighcommand,Thomasannouncedthat
hewouldattendaseminaronCentre-statere-
lations, to beheld onSaturday as part of the
ongoingCPMCongresshere.Thomasleft itto
theparty todecidewhat itwants todowith
him.But,whiletheCongresshadearlierthreat-
ened action should Thomas accept theCPM
invite, it is nowdragging its feet,waryof the
fallout.PartystatepresidentKSudhakaransaid
theywouldwaittill theseminarwasover.
WithThomasseenasthehighcommand’s

man, the stateunit has apparently conveyed
tothecentral leadershipthatitshoulddecide
howtopunishthis“insult”aswellas“actofin-
discipline”.However,fortheDelhileadership,

which counts the Left parties as comrade in
thecauseofanationalplatform,actionagainst
Thomas over participation in a CPMevent
mightbecounterproductive.
OnThursday, announcing that hewould

gototheCPMseminar,Thomasattestedtohis
goodrelationswith“madam”(SoniaGandhi),
but alsomade clear his lukewarm tieswith
RahulGandhi.“Rahulhasn’ttalkedtoasenior
leaderlikemesinceDecember2018,’’hesaid.
For theCongress, action against Thomas

could go wrong many different ways. On
Wednesday, CPMgeneral secretary Sitaram
YechurysaidatthepartyKannurmeetthatthe
Congress,amongotherparties,should“setits
houseinorder”andhintedthatitshoulddrop
its soft Hindutva approach.With theKerala
CPMlikelytobemoreaggressivethanitscen-
tral leadership, the Congress fears action
againstThomaswouldbeprojectedbytheLeft
asamovetakenatthebehestof theBJP.

FULLREPORTON
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CAG report: Ordnance factories
report 584 mishaps from 2014-19
SUSHANTKULKARNI
PUNE,APRIL7

A REPORT tabled by the Comptroller and
AuditorGeneral(CAG)of IndiaonOrdnance
Factories and Defence Public Sector
Undertakings(DPSUs)hassaidthatintheas-
sessmentperiodof2014-15and2018-19,as
manyas584accidentsof11ordnanceitems
werereportedduetoqualityissuesandmal-
functioningof ammunition.
The audit report number 25 of 2021 of

the CAG for the year endingMarch 2019 on
Union Government (Defence Services) on
Ordnance Factories and Defence Public
Sector Undertakings was presented in
ParliamentonWednesday.
The report contains analysis of the per-

formance of Ordnance Factory Board (OFB)
for 2018-19, audit of performance of
MaterialsandComponents (M&C)Groupof
Ordnance Factories, audit of functioning of

Ordnance Equipment Group (OEG) along
withauditof issues relating toDPSUs.
InOctober2021, theMinistryofDefence

(MoD) formed seven new DPSUs, which
havetakenovertheoperationsof the41fac-
toriesundertheerstwhileOrdnanceFactory
Board (OFB).
In paragraph onquality conformance of

theM&C items, the CAG reports says: “584
accidents involving 10 ammunition items
andonetankitemduring2014-15to2018-19
were reported from the users’ end. The na-
tureof thedefectsobservedintheaccidents
indicatedmainlythequalityproblemsofvar-
iouscomponents,malfunctioningofammu-
nition and weapon damages. Substantial
time taken in defect investigation of acci-
dents delayed remedial measures to over-
come the quality deficiencies.” In the con-
textofordnancefactories,usersmainlyrefer
to thearmedforces.
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People from different states should
speak in Hindi, not English: Shah
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ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,APRIL7

A PETROL pump owned by
Samajwadi Party MLA Shazil
IslamAnsariwasdemolishedby
the Bareilly Development
Authority (BDA)onThursday, al-
legedly as it was constructed
without getting approval for the
mapofthestructure.
Thedemolition,onthebasisof

an order passed a year ago,was
carriedoutthreedaysafterAnsari
andsomeotherswerebookedfor
allegedlymaking objectionable
comments against CM Yogi
AdityanathatafunctioninBareilly
district Sunday. BDA Secretary
YogendraKumar told The Indian
Express: “Construction on the
petrolpumpstarted in July2019.
Hewasservedanoticetostopthe
construction then. But hedidn't
stop. After several hearings, in
March2021,thedemolitionorder
was passed. In compliancewith

that demolitionorder, the struc-
turewasbroughtdowntoday.”
AnMLA fromBhojipura seat

in Bareilly district, and a former
minister, Islam could not be
reached despitemultiple calls
and textmessages. Kumar said
the Bharat Petroleum petrol
pump, located on the Bareilly-
Delhinationalhighway,hadbeen

builtwithoutgettingitsstructural
mapapprovedbytheBDA.“After
thenoticewasserved,therewere
multiple hearings, at least five,
and he (Ansari) appeared for
them too. He requested that he
would get the structure com-
pounded (putupa fence)buthe
didn't, and itwas demolished,”
theBDAofficialsaid.

THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,APRIL8,2022

EXPRESSNETWORK11

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

AIR INDIA has suspended its
Delhi-Moscowserviceafterinter-
national insuranceunderwriters
conveyedtotheairlinethatitsin-
surancewould not be valid for
flightslandinginRussiaamidthe
ongoingRussia-Ukraine conflict,
sourcessaid.
“Air India has reachedout to

theGovernmentof Indiaseeking
its intervention in thematter so
that flights toMoscowcanbere-
sumedassoonaspossible,”saida
source. In a statement, a
spokespersonof theTataGroup-
ownedairlinesaid:“AirIndiahas
cancelledonereturnflightonthe
Delhi-Moscow-Delhisectorof7th
April,2022.”However,flighttrack-
ingportal Flightradar24 showed
that theairline,whichoperatesa
flightontheDelhi-Moscowroute
everySundayandThursday,can-
celledtheApril3flighttoo.
Airlines buy insurance cover

to protect themselves against
windfalllossesincaseofanunto-
wardincidentoraccidentinvolv-
ing their aircraft. Each insurance
coveristailor-madeforaparticu-
lar airline, and is generally pro-
videdbyaconsortiumofre-insur-
ersandunderwriters.
AirIndiarenewstheinsurance

foritsflightsandaircraftatthebe-
ginning of each financial year. It
buyscoverfromIndianreinsurers
like New India Assurance,
National Insurance Company,
OrientalInsuranceCompanyand

UnitedIndiaInsuranceCompany,
and the insurance is underwrit-
ten by international companies,
includingsomeUK-basedfirms.
Following sanctions by the

West after itsmilitary action in
Ukraine, Russia's air services op-
eratedbyEuropeanandAmerican
carriersweresuspended.Russia's
airlineswerealsobarredfromus-
ingforeignairspace.AirIndiawas
among the fewairlines, in addi-
tion to someChinese andWest
Asian carriers, thatwere still fly-
ingtoRussia.Whileairlines from
theUSandCanadastoppedusing
Russianairspace,AirIndiacontin-
uedtooverflyRussiaforitsflights
betweenIndiaandtheUS,taking
theshorterNorthPoleroute.
"The insurance companies

haveonly flaggedaconcernover
aircraftlandinginRussia,notwith
overflight through Russian air-
space,"saidasource.

GIVENTHATRussianair-
lineAeroflothascancelled
all itsinternationalflights
excepttoBelarus,Air
India'sDelhi-Moscow
servicewastheonlydirect
airconnectionbetween
thetwocountries.ThatAir
Indiacanstilloverfly
RussiaforitsUSflightsisa
relief fortheairline.
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Delhi-Moscow
flights over
insurance fears
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THEMUMBAIpoliceregisteredan
FIRonThursdayagainstBJPleader
andex-MPKiritSomaiya,hisson
Neil Somaiya, and others on
charges of alleged cheating and
criminalbreachof trust linkedto
thecollectionof fundsuptoRs57
croreforrestoringthedecommis-
sionedaircraftcarrierINSVikrant.
The police are likely to sum-

monSomaiyaandotherstorecord
theirstatements.Sourcessaidno
arrest is likely in the case imme-
diatelyastheinvestigationisatan
initial stage. Somaiyadeniedany
wrongdoingandsaidhe is ready

tofaceaninquiry.“Ihavenotdone
anythingwrong,”hesaid.
The FIRwas registered aday

after Shiv SenaMP Sanjay Raut
alleged that Somaiya had in-
vestedthefundsinhisson'scon-
structioncompanyinsteadofde-
positingitwiththeMaharashtra
Governoraspromised.
INS Vikrantwas India's first

aircraftcarrier,whichplayedakey
roleinthe1971warwithPakistan

thatledtothebirthofBangladesh.
Itwas decommissioned in 1997
andpreserved as amuseum till
2012 before being sold and
scrappedinNovember2014.
Senior Inspector Rehana

Shaikh of the Trombay police
stationconfirmedthatanFIRhas
been registered against Kirit
Somaiya,Neil Somaiyaandoth-
ers in connection with a com-
plaint lodged by an ex-service-
manidentifiedasBabanBhosle.
According to the complaint,

Somiaya,hissonandothershad
collectedmoney in 2013-14 in
the name of restoring Vikrant
through donation boxes placed
at railwaystations inMumbai.
Bhosle said he put Rs 2,000

inoneof theboxes—andthatRs
57crorehadbeencollectedfrom
thepublic.Thecomplaintstated
thatwhile collectingdonations,
Somaiya had said the money
would be donated to the
Governor. Bhosle learnt about
theshipbeingscrapped,andsaw
anewsreportaboutanRTIquery
to the Governor's secretary
aboutthedonationdepositedin
2013-14bySomaiya.TheRTIre-
ply stated that no suchmoney
was received by the Governor's
office, thecomplaint said.
Somaiya said: “There is no

scam in this. Raut has been lev-
elling allegations, but has not
given proof to substantiate
them.”

Havedone
nowrong:
Kirit
Somaiya

Somaiyabooked for ‘cheating’
in INSVikrant fundcollection

OfficialsdemolishapetrolpumpinBareilly,Thursday. Express

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,APRIL7

TWO CIVILIANS were injured
whenArmypersonnelallegedly
openedfireduringanaltercation
in north Kashmir's Handwara
Thursday. The Army, however,
termed it “accidental” firing.
The altercation took place

when local residents objected to
theArmy trying to takepictures
ofpeoplewhohadgatheredtoof-
fer prayers at JamaMasjid. “We
were preparing for the prayers
when the Army personnel en-
tered the compound of the
mosque.Theywereforcingsome
students to take pictures...,” al-
leged an eyewitness. “The stu-
dents refused todo so. Those as-
sembled there objected to it,
leading to an argument and the
Armymenopenedfire.”
Twopersons,bothshopkeep-

ers, were injured in the firing.
Policesourcesidentifiedthemas
Mujeeb-ur-Reham Sofi and
AbdulAhadMir.Theyhavebeen
movedtoSrinagarfortreatment.
TheArmytermeditan“acci-

dentaldischargeoftheweapon”.
“In view of the Iftaar party

plannedbytheArmy...,thetroops
at about 1.30 pm took fewpho-
tosof JamiaMasjidHandwarato
showcase happiness and offer-
ing of prayers...,” Defence
spokesmanEmronMusavi said.
“Thereafter, theyrequesteda lo-
cal resident to get few photos
from inside. It iswhen the local
personwasgoingtotakephotos,
some rogue elements protested
and instigated others to get into
analtercation.Whileattempting
topacifythem,twoorthreeindi-
vidualsgotintoascufflewiththe
troopswherein therewas acci-
dentaldischargeofweapon.”

J&K: 2 civilians
injured as Army
men open fire

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

THEFREQUENCYandintensityof
forestfires,aswellasthenumber
ofmonthsinwhichsuchfiresoc-
cur,haveincreasedinthepasttwo
decades, according toa study re-
leasedonThursdaybytheCouncil
on Energy, Environment and
Water(CEEW).
The study, 'Managing Forest

FiresinaChangingClimate',found
that therehasbeenaten-fold in-
crease in forest fires in the past
twodecades,andthatmorethan
62 per cent of Indian states are

pronetohigh-intensityforestfires.
Inthelastmonthalone,signif-

icant forest fires have been re-
ported inUttarakhand,Madhya
PradeshandRajasthan.Therecent
fire at Rajasthan's Sariska Tiger
Reservewas also considered to
havebeenunseasonal,withhigh
temperatures exacerbating the
spreadof thefire.
The CEEWstudy also found

that Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and
Maharashtra aremost prone to
high-intensity forest fire events
causedbyrapidchangeinclimate.
“TherecentincidentatSariska

forest reservewasthefourthfor-

estfireinthatweek.Earlier,forest
fireswouldtakeplaceduringthe
summermonths,thatisbetween
MayandJune.Now,duringspring,

betweenMarchandMay,because
of climatic changes, we have
started seeingmanymore forest
fires.Thismeansthedurationthat
forest fires could takeplacewas
twotothreemonthsearlier,butit
is nownearly sixmonths,” said
leadauthorofthereport,Abinash
Mohanty,whoisprogrammelead
atCEEW.AForestSurveyof India
report in 2019 found that 36per
centofforestcoverinIndiafallsin
zonesthatarepronetoforestfires.
AccordingtotheCEEWstudy,

more than75per cent of Indian
districts are extreme climate
eventhotspots,andmorethan30
per cent of districts are extreme

forestfirehotspots.Thestudyalso
found that Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Uttarakhand, Telangana, and
northeastern states are most
pronetoforestfires.Mizoramhas
hadthehighestnumberof forest
fire incidences in the last two
decades,withmore than95per
centofitsdistrictsbeingforestfire
hotspots,accordingtothestudy.
“...Despite the northeastern

regionbeing a rain-fed area, it is
witnessingmoresuchincidences
duringincreaseddryspellsacross
March-Mayandduetomuddled
rainfallpattern,” thestudysaid.

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PUNE,APRIL7

EXTREMEHEATisnotonlydam-
agingwheat,butalsothehumble
lemon.Duetohightemperatures,
themarket-ready crop stands
singed inmany lemon-growing
zones,pushingthepricesup.
Thepresenttrendisexpected

to continue for the next two
months. At present, a single
lemoninPune’swholesalemar-
ket is priced at Rs 5, and by the
timeithits theretailmarket, it is
priced between Rs 10-12 per

piece. Other than the domestic
markets, lemons from
MaharashtraaresenttoMadhya
Pradesh,Delhi,andRajasthanbut
thisyeartheproduceisscantyto
be sent elsewhere. Andhra
Pradeshisthelargestgrower,fol-
lowed byMaharashtra, Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu and Odisha. Vilas
Bhujbal, a commission agent at
Pune’s wholesale market at
Gultekdi, said arrival of lemon
hasdroppedby60percent.
Accordingforecast issuedby

IMD on Thursday, therewill be
no respite from severe heat for
at least thenext fivedays.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,APRIL7

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Thursday
arrested four persons from
Mumbai inconnectionwiththe
Birbhum violence that claimed
atleastnineliveslastmonth,said
an official with the central
agency here. According to the
CBI, all the four, who hail from
Rampurhat in Birbhumdistrict
ofWestBengal,werepresenton
thespotonthenightofviolence.
“Four persons have been ar-

rested inMumbai. Theywill be
brought here (Rampurhat) on
transit remand," said a CBI offi-
cial about the first arrestsmade
by themin thecase.
“The accusedwere present

onthespotonthenightofthevi-
olenceandfledBogtuivillageaf-
tertheincident.Theyweretraced
usingtechnicalandhumanintel-
ligenceunderawell-plannedop-
eration.Wetracedtheirhideout

by tracking theirmobile phone
locationtoMumbaiandarrested
them,”saidtheofficial.
Theaccused—BappaSheikh,

alias,SalMohamad,SabuSheikh,
alias, Sadril Sheikh, Taj
Mohammad, alias, Chand, and
Serajul Sheikh, alias, Poltu —
wereproducedbefore the juris-
dictionalcourt(inMumbai)that
grantedtheir transit remandtill
April10,saidtheofficial.TheCBI
will produce the accused at a
Rampurhatcourtandseektheir
custody forquestioning.
Bappa and Shabu were

among 21 accused the CBI had
booked onMarch 25 after the
CalcuttaHighCourtdirectedthe
central agency to take over the
investigationof thecase.
Earlierintheday,theCBIsub-

mittedaprogressreportontheir
probe in theMarch 21 violence
case inasealedcoverbefore the
divisionbenchcomprisingChief
Justice Prakash Shrivastava and
JusticeRajarshiBharadwaj.
TheHighCourt,however,re-

served its order onwhether the
CBI should also probe themur-
dercaseofdeputygrampradhan
Bhadu Sheikh that allegedly
sparkedoffachainofevents, in-
cluding theMarch21violence.
TheHighCourthadonMarch

25ordered theWestBengal SIT,
whichwas probing the case, to
hand over the investigation to
the CBI. The court further or-
deredtheSITtohandoverallpa-
persrelatedtothecasetotheCBI
and all the 22 suspects, includ-
ingTMCblockpresidentAnarul
Hossain, arrestedby them.
The SIThadbookeda total of

21people,whowerealsobooked
bytheCBIafterthecasewastrans-
ferred to them. Themurder of
Bhadu Sheikh in Rampurhat in
the evening on March 21 had
sparked off a chain of events. At
least eighthouseswere attacked
andsetonfire,leadingtothedeath
ofninepeople,includingwomen
and children. Out of the nine,
sevencharredbodieswerefound
inthehouseofoneSonaSheikh.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,APRIL7

THEFULLAndhraPradeshCouncil
of 24ministers submitted their
resignationsonThursday,paving
the way for Chief Minister Y S
JaganMohanReddytocarryouta
mid-termreshuffleasannounced
earlier.Sourcessaidthenamesof
thenewministersareunlikelyto
beannouncedbeforeApril9.
AfterassumingtheCMoffice

inJune2019,Reddyhadindicated
thatmidwaythroughhisterm,he
would reorganise his Council of
Ministers, ostensibly to sendout
amessagethattheministerscan't
taketheirpositionsforgranted.
Outgoing Municipal

Administration and Urban
Development Minister Botsa
Satyanarayana said the CM told
themthatthenewministershad
beenselectedafterseveralrounds
of consultationsandonthebasis
ofmerit. "Whowill be retained
andwhowill be dropped is the
CM’sdecision,which is final and
wesupporthim,’’ hesaid. Theen
masse resignations came at the
endofathree-hourmeetingthat
Reddyheldwiththeministers.

FULLREPORTON
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JINDAL GLOBAL Law School
(JGLS)improveditsperformance
bysixplacesinthe‘Law’category
of the QS subject rankings re-
leased onWednesday. Globally,
itranked70th,makingitthebest
lawschool inthecountryforthe
thirdyear inarow.
QS ranked a total of 340 law

schoolsafterevaluating1,118in-
stitutions in theworld in 2022.
They were judged on four pa-
rameters–academicreputation,
employer reputation, citations
and h-index. The latter is away
ofmeasuringboththeproductiv-
ity and impact of the published
workofascientistorscholar.JGLS
wasrankedinthe101-150bracket
in 2020, and improved its per-
formance to the76thposition in
2021,and70ththisyear.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

THE SUPREMECourt Thursday
acceptedtherecommendationof
the Centrally Empowered
Committee(CEC)appointedbyit
tousetheexisting220KVpower-
line alignment inGoa, insteadof
cuttingdownfreshforestcover,to
lay400KVlineaspartoftheGoa-
TamnarTransmissionProject.
Hearing a plea by NGOGoa

Foundation,abenchof JusticesL
Nageswara Rao, B R Gavai and
Aniruddha Bose accepted the
proposalmadeby theCEC in its
April 23, 2021, report. The
Committee had said themove
will “helpsave theprevious for-
estcoverandwildlifeintheeco-
logicallyfragileandbiodiversity
richWesternGhats”.AdvocateA
DNRao,whoassisted the court
as Amicus Curiae, said the proj-
ectpromotershadalsoagreedto
accept the alignment proposed

bytheCECandconsequently,the
alternate alignment cleared by
the Standing Committee of the
National Board forWildlife in
April 2020 has been set aside.
SeniorAdvocateCUSingh,who
appearedfortheprojectpromot-
ers,saidithadurgedthecourtto
clarifywhichalignmentitshould
followand that itwaswilling to
adoptwhicheveristhe“environ-
mentallybenign”alignment.

FULLREPORTON
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A PURPORTED video of the
Gorakhnath temple attack ac-
cused, AhmedMurtaza Abbasi,
has surfaced on socialmedia in
which the 29-year-old Bombay
IIT-graduateisheardsayingthat
he took the step because he felt
that Muslims were being ha-
rassed.HementionedCAA-NRC
andKarnataka.
Thevideo, inwhichAbbasi is

shown sittingwith a bandaged
hand,appearstohavebeenshot

bypoliceduringhisquestioning.
Abbasi, a resident of

Gorakhpur, is in the custody of
Anti-Terrorism Squad of UP
Police and is being kept at the
ATSheadquarters inLucknow.
The audio in the purported

clip is not clear. Abbasi is heard
saying that after purchasing a
khurpi (a sharp-edged tool), he
took a tempo to reach
Gorakhnath temple gatewhere
policeweredeployed.He isalso
heard saying that he came to
Gorakhpur fromNepal.
In another video, Abbasi is

heard saying that after police-

men came to his house, he fled
toNepal.
Speaking tomediapersons,

AdditionalDirectorGeneral(Law
& Order) Prashant Kumar said
thathehadsaidearlierthatthere
wasabigconspiracybehindthe
incident.“Policearelookinginto
alltheaspectsof thecase.Allthe
allegationsmadebytheaccused
will be verified during the
probe,”hesaid.
On themental condition of

Abbasi, Kumar said, “If the ac-
cused claims so, we will get a
psychological assessment done
byexpertsaspernorms.”

New Delhi: India on Thursday
saidits2+2dialoguewiththeUS
nextweekwillprovideanoppor-
tunity toexchangeviewson im-
portant regional and global de-
velopmentsandhowbothsides
can work together to address
commoninterestsandconcerns.
Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh and External Affairs
MinisterSJaishankarwillholdthe
talkswithUSDefence Secretary
Llyod Austin and Secretary of
StateAnthonyBlinkenonApril11
inWashington.Theunfoldingsit-
uation inUkraine is expected to
bediscussed.MEAspokesperson
ArindamBagchi said, “The dia-
loguewouldenablebothsidesto
undertake a comprehensive re-
view of cross-cutting issues in
theIndia-USbilateralagendare-
lated to foreign policy, defence
andsecurity.” ENS

ED questions Omar in J&K Bank
case, NC says targeting Opp
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
&NAVEEDIQBAL
NEWDELHI,SRINAGAR,APRIL7

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) on Thursday questioned
NationalConference(NC)leader
and former J&K chief minister
OmarAbdullahat itsheadquar-
ters in the national capital in
connectionwith amoney laun-
deringprobelinkedtotheoper-
ationsof J&KBank.
Sources told The Indian

Express that Omar was ques-
tioned in connection with the
appointment of some of the
bank'sdirectors.
The NC described the ED

move as “political” and “a fish-
ingexpedition”,andaccusedthe

Centre of “misusing” investiga-
tive agencies to “target parties
thatposeachallengetotheBJP”.
ItsaidOmarwillcooperatewith
the central agency since “there
is no wrongdoing on his part
and he is not an accused in any
matterunder investigation”.
“Inspite of it being the holy

monthofRamzan,andDelhinot
being his primary place of resi-
dence,MrAbdullahdidnotseek
a postponement or a change of
venue and appeared as per the

notice,” theparty said.
The agencyhad earlier sum-

moned PDP chief Mehbooba
Muftiinconnectionwiththecase.
J&K Bank has been under

probe since 2019 for alleged ir-
regularities linked to its opera-
tions, including disbursal of
loans andnepotism in appoint-
ments, with several FIRs being
filedagainstitsoffice-bearersby
the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB).
The Centre removed the

bank's chairmanParvezAhmed
inJune2019,twomonthsbefore
it announced the abrogation of
Article370andbifurcationofthe
state into twoUnionTerritories.
TheED'scaseofmoneylaun-

dering, registered in 2019, is
basedontheseFIRs.

Quizzedon
appointment
of somebank
directors

SP MLA’s petrol pump razed year
after order, days after Yogi remarks
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CBI makes first arrests: 4 from Mumbai

SC accepts panel recommendation
against disturbing forest area

GOA-TAMNARPOWERLINEPROJECT

India-US 2+2
talks on April 11

Forest fires’ frequency, intensity up in 2 decades: studyLemon prices shoot up as heat
spell continues across country

All 24 Andhra
ministers resign;
new team likely
after April 9

GORAKHNATHTEMPLEATTACK

In video, accused speaks of harassment

Jindal Global Law
School ranked
70th globally: QS
subject ranking
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POINT TO PONDER
TRINAMOOLCONGRESS’SRajyaSabhaMPDerekO’Brienhas
raised in House an unusual problemmany are facing. On
Wednesday,O'BriensaidGoaresidentswithPortuguesenames,
suchasD’RosarioandD’Cruz,wereunabletoreceiveprovident
fundbecause of their names. Apparently, the computer pro-
gramme installed for EPFO does not accept apostrophes in
names. TheMP said his ownAnglo-Indian community,with
namesofEuropeandescentsuchashis,werealsofacingasim-
ilarproblem.O’Briensaidthataskingpeopletochangenames
forconvenienceofacomputerprogrammeisunacceptable.

CLEARING THE AIR
CONVERSATIONSBETWEENleadersinsidetheHousesome-
timesbecomeatalkingpoint,thelatestbeingachatbetween
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor andNCP’s Supriya Sule. On
Thursday, Tharoor took to Twitter to clarifywhat had tran-
spired. “For all thosewho’ve been enjoying themselves at
@supriyaSule’s&myexpenseoverourbrief exchangeinLok
Sabha,shewasaskingmeapolicyquestionbecauseshewas
about tospeaknext.Shewasspeakingsoftlysoasnot todis-
turbFarooqSahib, so I leanedovertohearher,”hewrote.But
then, he had tagged awrong Twitter handle. The handle he
taggedwasofoneNicholasBrown,whohashisTwittername
as@SUPRIYASULE.

WARM GESTURE
ONTHE lastdayof theBudgetSession,BSPMPReotiRaman
Singhgotasurprise inParliamentHouse.Ashewaswalking
out of Rajya Sabha chamber, PMNarendraModi stopped to
greethim.Heenquiredabouthishealth.ThePMspentagood
4or5minuteswithhimonwaytohis room.

Thestudyfoundthat62per
centof statesareproneto
high-intensity forest fires.
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COVID & POVERTY
Newstudysuggests thatpovertyremained lowduring

pandemic. Inabsenceof reliabledata, it raisessomequestions

ESTIMATINGPOVERTYANDinequalityinIndiahasbeenacontroversialandconte-
ntiousprocess.Opinionsdivergenotonlyon thedatawhich forms thebasisof
the estimation, themethodologies to be followed, but also on the trends over
thepastfewdecades. Inrecenttimes,thewithdrawalof the2017-18consump-

tionexpendituresurvey,andtheuncertaintyinmeasuringtheeconomicfalloutofthepand-
emic,haveservedtofurtherpolarisethedebate. Intheabsenceof reliableandtimelydata
inthepublicdomain,variouseconomistshaveput forththeirassessmentsofpovertyand
inequality in India during these years. One such recent exercise suggests that contrary to
popular belief, extremepoverty in Indiawas as lowas 0.8 per cent in 2019, and that the
“doublingofentitlements”duringthepandemic“helpedmaintainextremepovertyatthe
low0.8percent” in2020.Consideringits implications, thisconclusionis likelytogenerate
heateddebate.
The IMFworkingpaper drawson the2011-12 consumption expenditure survey, but

makesadjustmentsusingdata fromthenationalaccountsandalso“incorporates” in-kind
transfers(foodsubsidydata)toarriveatitsestimates.Thisapproachraisesseveralconcerns.
For one,while the growingdivergencebetween the consumptionexpenditure estimates
arrivedatfromthenationalaccountsandthehouseholdsurveyshasbeenwelldocumented,
the twoestimates arenot exactly comparable owing todifferences inmethodologies and
definitions. Further, an exercise that involves adjusting the surveyestimatesusing thena-
tionalaccountsdatawillperhapsassumethatthehouseholdexpendituredistributionremains
thesameovertime.Thisisunlikelytobethecase.Alsotheunderestimationinconsumption
expenditure estimates available fromthehousehold surveys is unlikely tobedistribution
neutral. In fact,accordingtoarecentlyreleasedWorldBankpolicyresearchworkingpaper
whichdrawsontheConsumerPyramidHouseholdSurvey,the“extentofpovertyreduction
during2015-2019isestimatedtobenotablylowerthanearlierprojectionsbasedongrowth
inprivatefinalconsumptionexpenditurereportedinnationalaccountstatistics.”Thesere-
sultsalsocontradictanearlierstudy,basedontheconsumptionexpendituresurveythatwas
withdrawn,whichhadshownthatpovertyhadincreasedbetween2011and2017.Andwhile
theprovisionof free foodgrain didundoubtedly bring relief to the financially vulnerable,
questionswillberaisedaboutthestudytreatingitasa“cashtransfer”.
Inlargepart,suchdebatesoverthestateof theIndianeconomycanbetracedtotheab-

senceof timelyandaccuratepublicdata. Infact,eventhoughIndiahasarichstatisticaltra-
dition,paucityofdatahasoftenbeenthebaneofpolicymaking. Itsabsencemakesthejob
ofthegovernmentharder,moresoduringtimesofacuteuncertainty.Giventhatdatashould
form the bedrock of responsive policymaking, the governmentmustwork towards ad-
dressingtheglaringdatagaps.

PALER RED
CPMpartycongressconfrontsadauntingchallenge—
arresting theslideoutsideKerala.Therest is rhetoric

THE23RDPARTYcongressof theCPM, the largestparliamentarycommunist
force in the country, is taking place in Kannur at a critical juncture for the
party. Its footprint has shrunk largely to Kerala, where it won an unprece-
dented second consecutive term in office in 2021—more than half of the

partymembershail fromthat state. Elsewhere, theparty’s presence in the LokSabha is
nowreducedtojustthreeMPs,downfrom43in2004.Itsmembershiphasfallensteeply
inWestBengalandTripura,where itheldofficeuntil2011and2018respectively. Its tra-
ditionalsupportbase—peasantsandtheorganisedworkingclass—hasdiminishedand
losttheabilitytoinfluencepoliticaldiscourse.Thisisafarcryfrom2004,whentheparty
wielded immense clout over the UPA government: The BJP, themain national opposi-
tionthen,hassincewonofficeattheCentreandrunsgovernmentsinoveradozenstates,
and theAAP is seenas thenewrising force.
Against thisbackdrop,CPMGeneralSecretarySitaramYechury’scall for “all left, sec-

ular anddemocratic forces to come together inorder to isolate anddefeat theBJP”may
soundambitious.Historically, theCPMhashadamajor influence inshapingOpposition
politics in the country since the late 1980s. Though the party did not join the National
Front,UnitedFront andUPAgovernments, leaders suchasHarkishenSinghSurjeet and
Jyoti Basu influenced their politics and policies. OnWednesday, Yechury outlined the
party line, saying that, “inorder todefeat theBJP, thebroadestpossible frontof all secu-
lar forcesmustbe forgedagainstHindutva communalism”, andhinting that theprinci-
pal contradiction for the CPM in national politics is the rise of Hindutva. However, this
maynotsquarewiththeviewof thepowerfulKeralaunit,whichperceivestheCongress
tobeitsmainadversary.RelationsbetweentheCPMandtheCongressinKeralahavede-
teriorated. However, considering the present state of national politics, the tactical line
thepartycongressmayarriveatonalliesandalliancesmaybeonlyofacademicinterest.
ThebiggertaskfortheCPMcongressistoexploreideastoarrestitsslideoutsideKerala.

The Nava Kerala governancemodel projected by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan is im-
portant in this context. Its showpieceproject, a semi-highspeedrailway,hasbeencriti-
cisedbymanywithin the Left as a vanityproject. The central leadership is yet toback it
unconditionally.Animportantquestionwillalsobewhetherornotthecongresswillen-
dorsea third termforYechuryasgeneral secretary.

WHAT NOT TO SAY
Amazon’splantobanwordson internal chatappshowsthat
insecureauthoritariansaren't tobe foundonly ingovernments

THERE'SANEASYway to figure outwhat authoritarian regimes fear. Usually,
thedictator/party'sfollowerswilldemoniseorbanthatwhichthreatensthem
themost:Anti-stateactivities inChina, jokesagainst therulingclan inNorth
Koreaandthepracticesof certaincommunitiesandpoliticalgroups inmore

diverse societies.But the insecurityof thepowerful isn't limited togovernmentsalone.
Amazon’srevenuesexceedtheGDPofmostcountries.Itsfoundertakesflightsof fancy

all theway toouter spacewithhis celebrity friends.Andnow, in the fashionof all great
dictatorships, it’sgoingafter inconvenientwords.Thecompanyisset to launchaninter-
nal chat app for its employers onwhichwords such as “union”, “fire”, “compensation”,
“plantation”, “slave labour”, “diversity”, “robots”, “grievance” and “injustice” will be
banned. A common thread runs through these examples: These arewords that appear
to belie the purpose of management-approved communication on the proposed app,
which is tokeepworkershappy, anduse theplatformtopraisecolleagues.
Amazondelivers.Butnotalwaysforitsworkers.Therehavebeenseveralreportsabout

its staff beingdeniedbathroombreaksandbeingpaidabysmally lowwages. Ithas fought
toothandnailtopreventitsworkersfromunionising–Amazon'sNewYorkemployeesbe-
camethefirsttosuccessfullyformaunionrecently.Thewordsitseekstobanarethoseas-
sociatedwithpoorworkingconditions,descriptionsofandmetaphorsforemployees'griev-
ances.AccordingtoAmazon,thecompany“want(s)toleantowardsbeingrestrictiveonthe
contentthatcanbepostedtopreventanegativeassociateexperience”.Perhapsthewayto
avoid“negativeassociateexperiences” isnottoengenderthem.Butthat'smuchmoredif-
ficult thansilencingthemessenger.

SoumyaKanti Ghosh and Bikramjit Chaudhuri

RajmohanGandhi

Russia’s invasionofUkraineputs Indiaat thesweet
centreof adiplomatic triangle in the Indo-Pacific

FRAGILITY OF THE STRONG
Ukraine’sdefianceofRussia showspowerful regimesareweakenedbyblunders

BRICS ISDEVELOPINGinadirectionthatwas
never envisaged. Thegroupwasbrought to-
gether by geopolitical rather than economic
considerations and this can be seen in the
strategicinterestssharedbyRussiaandChina.
Ittookthemtwodecadestodrawcloser.Later,
India joinedRussia andChina, thus changing
RCintoRIC,theentryofBrazilchangedRICinto
BRIC,andwithSouthAfricaasitsmember,the
groupbecameBRICS.
BRICS isactively involved in theefforts to

change theworld economic system by in-
creasing the number of non-Western states
in international financial institutes despite
franticoppositionbythetraditionaldistribu-
torsofworldmoney.TheBRICScountriesde-
cided to create the $100 billion BRICS
Development Bank and a reserve currency
poolworthoveranother$100billiontooffer
analternativetocountriesinthenon-Western
worldwhenitcomestochoosingthesources
offundingfordevelopmentorcopingwithse-
riouseconomiccrises.
TheconsequencesoftheUkrainecrisisfor

BRICSandtheworldcannotbeoverestimated.
It demonstrates that theWest hasnot aban-
doned the idea of a unipolarworld andwill
continuebuildingitupbydrawingintoitsfor-
eignpolicyorbit issues it calls “international”
or even “common tomankind.”Manynon-
Western states look at this as a newwaveof
colonialism,whichhavingabandonedtheold
slogans (“superior culture”) for new ones
(“democracy”),usestheoldmethodsandpur-
suesthesameaims.Thiswill increasethede-
sireofnon-Westerncountriestoenhancetheir
coordinationandperhapsthecurrentconflict
isalreadyshowingsignsinthisrespect.
TheBRICSstatesaredifferent inmanyre-

spectsandtheirdisagreementswiththeWest
are rooted indifferenthistorical andpolitical
circumstances.Brazil,whichrepresentsLatin
America andhas strong left socialist tenden-
cies,disagreeswiththeWestonsocial issues.
LatinAmericaisespeciallysensitivetodiktats

fromtheNorthandrecurrencesoftheMonroe
Doctrine. The situation in SouthAfrica is the
same:Thelocalcommunistsbelongtotherul-
ingcoalitionwhiletheWestisaccusedofabet-
ting theoldorder. InRussiaand India, people
arenotsomuchrepelledbythepoliticalasby
themoralvaluesoftheWest.TheWesternpo-
litical systemcausesmuchmilder negative
feelings even though there aredifferences in
thatfieldtoo.Thismeansthatthedetermina-
tiontoopposediktatsplaysanimportantrole
intheoppositiontotheWest.
Given this context, the current crisis in

Ukrainewill consolidate BRICS as the group
willmakefurthereffortstobecomearealal-
ternative to theWest to create a realmulti-
polarworld.
The importantquestionnowis: Is therea

rise of theRICnowwithin theBRICS? If one
disaggregatesBRICSintoitsgeopoliticalcom-
ponentswithin northern Eurasia, there are
some interestingdynamics inplay, revolving
around the foreignministerial triangular
Russia-India-China (RIC) relationship.
Dialectically, the fallout fromRussia's alien-
ationfromtheG-8groupofnations(reduced
toG-7),raisestheprospectthat—tacticallyat
least—Russia,India,andChinamightbeplay-
ing their own triangular integrationist card
withinBRICS atMoscow's initiative.Neither
IndianorChina (norBrazil andSouthAfrica)
maybeonboardwithisolatingMoscow.
In fact, both theAsian giants— India and

China—may stand to reap the “best of both
worlds” as theUkraine imbroglio plays out.
Russia has every incentive to accommodate
bothIndiaandChinaintheenergysector,es-
peciallyinthecaseoftheBeijing-Moscowaxis
thathasbeenlanguishinginlimboduetothe
priceofshippinggastoChina.Thiscouldmean
greater industrial and energy cross invest-
mentsbetweenRussiaandIndiaaswellasbe-
tween Russia and China. This will create a
north Eurasian integrationist core within
BRICS, whicheverwayMoscow's relations

withtheUSandEuropeplayout.Additionally,
the proposed arrangement for rupee-ruble
crosscurrencypairingcouldwellbeaharbin-
ger ofmore concerted efforts to settle pay-
ments in non-dollar currencieswithmore
countrieslookingatIndia’ssovereignFinancial
Messaging Systems (SFMS), while also re-
mainingconnectedwithacentralsystemlike
SWIFT. This should also anchor India’s quest
tobuildadedicatedpaymentmechanismfor
energy-relatedpaymentsandsettlementsas
a long-haulmeasure. This could change the
contours of the global payments landscape
andbenefit the rupee immensely. People of
theoldschoolmaystillbebaskinginthedol-
lar'shegemonybutthereisnoharminpush-
ingforrupeeinternationalisation.
Thus,Russia’sinvasionofUkraineappears

tohaveunwittinglyputIndiaatthesweetcen-
treofadiplomatictriangleintheIndo-Pacific.
Asthewarprogresses,NewDelhihasbeenre-
ceiving a streamof high-profile visitors from
around theworld. This has includeddelega-
tionsfromtheUS,AustraliaandJapan, India’s
partners in theQuad. The foreignminister of
Greece has also been to India and the Israeli
primeminister is scheduledtovisit soon.But
inasurprisingturnofevents,eventraditional
rivalChinaismakingoverturestoIndiaatthis
time,with ForeignMinisterWangYi's visit.
Another suitor is Russia, India’s trustedarms
supplierfordecades,whichisnowalsobecom-
ingasupplierofdiscountedcrudeoil to India
asMoscowrecoilsfromsanctionsenforcedby
westernconsumersof itsnaturalgas.
NewDelhi is basking in itswell-deserved

spotlightwithwell-crafteddiplomacy. India
couldbe lookingat anewdawn.After all, RIC
controls22per centof theglobalGDPand16
percentofglobalexportsofgoodsandservices.

GhoshisGroupChiefEconomicAdvisor,State
BankofIndiaandChaudhuri isseniorvice-
president,DatamaticsGlobalServices.Views

arepersonal

THOUGHTHESTORYofRussia’sbrutalattack
onUkraineisyettocompleteitscourse,some
lessonsmayremainvalidhowsoeverthestory
ends. A principal lesson is that strong and
seeminglyunchallengeableregimescansud-
denlyrunintofragilemoments.Arelatedles-
sonisthatablundercanseverelyweakenany
country,evenonewhich, inmilitaryranking,
hasremainedsecondintheworldfordecades.
Underestimating Ukrainian patriotism,

PresidentPutinalso failed to consider three
consequential factors. First, there was
Ukraine’s fighting spirit. “He expected
Ukrainians to bring roses to his tanks. But
they broughtMolotov cocktails.” This viral
description is likely to endure. Second,
European solidaritymaterialised as if from
nowhere.Third, thefrayedsheetof clothty-
ing EuropewithAmerica thatwas repaired
withunexpectedspeed.
Putin also overestimated the capacities

of Russia’s attacking divisions. He seems to
haveassumedwhathewished tobelieve. It
seems, too, that in Russia, where ultra-na-
tionalismhas fusedwith a personality cult,
no onewaswilling to question the numero
uno’smasterplans.
Lesswidely known is the closeness be-

tween President Putin and 75-year-old
Patriarch Kirill, head of Russia’s Orthodox
Church. Apparently, these twomen have
shared the goal of resurrecting the glorious
past,as imagined,ofaunifiedRussianworld,
a past that included, in addition to today’s
RussianFederation,notjustUkrainebutother
partsofwhathasbeenpicturedas theGreat
RussianCivilisationorEmpireofhistory.
Such a resurrectionhas been awish that

other Russians too have harboured, which
perhaps explains the domestic support that
Putinstill seemstoenjoydespitetheRussian

casualties inUkraine, and the crippling bur-
denof thewarandsubsequentsanctions.
In recent years,many a country has seen

religiousnationalismthrive.Buddhistnation-
alismhasfoundferventsupportinMyanmar
and Sri Lanka. Islamic nationalism, ofmore
thanonetype,hasbeentheroadtopower in
Afghanistan, Iran, Turkey, and elsewhere.
Hindu nationalism is ascendant in India. A
Russian nationalism linked to its Orthodox
Churchisnocontraryphenomenon.
Norwas it a surprisewhena few Indians

who called themselves soldiers of a Hindu
Sena demonstrated in Delhi in support of
Putin’s move. Corresponding to the Great
Russia rememberedbyRussia’s religiousna-
tionalists, the dreamof a greatHindu entity
larger than today’s India is nursed by a few
contemporaryIndians,evenifmostHinduna-
tionalistswouldbecontentwithstrengthen-
ing their ideology’s holdwithin India and
amongIndiansworldwide.
Ukraine was viewed with derision by

Russia’sreligiousnationalists,includingPutin.
WhenDonaldTrumpwastheAmericanpres-
ident,he,too,wasinclinedtomockUkraine.As
theinvasionbegan,TrumpatfirstcalledPutin
“smart” and a “genius”, althoughmore re-
cently, having observedAmerica’smood, he
has called the invasion a crime against hu-
manity.DespitethescornthatUkrainehadre-
ceived,its“chaotic”democracyseemstohave
performedwith remarkable courage,while
Putin’sambitiousandsupposedlyefficientna-
tionalismseemstohavebroughthardshipand
tragedy to Russians. A Jewish president and
Caucasus-originMuslimswho shout “Allah
huAkbar” as they flingweapons at Russian
tanksareonlysomeofUkraine’svariedforces
standinguptoRussianuniformity!
AsforIndia’sHindunationalism,itsdura-

bility is hard to predict. Election results are
onlypartofthepicture,andeventhereitisnot
clearhowmuchof theBJP’s recentsuccesses
shouldbeascribedtoHindunationalismand
howmuchtopopulistwelfarism,placationof
caste groups, or other factors. Hindunation-
alism’s undoubted influence over large sec-
tions of themedia and its impact on judges
aremattersof deepconcern tomany, aswas
shownwhensenioreditorspubliclycalledon
constitutional authorities to protect citizens
fromhatespeech.
Wecannotrelyonit,butlikePutin,thelea-

ders of Hindunationalism toomay commit
blunders.Asfortheideathatgreatnessiswon
byhumiliatingnon-Hindus,thegreatmajor-
ityofIndia’sHindussurelydetestthatnotion.
Inanycase,portrayingMuslimsandChristians
asdisloyalandpotentiallytraitorouselements
isboundtobackfire.
TodayHindusarebeingaskedtorevisethe

view thatMuslims andChristians are fellow
citizens entitled to dignity and equal rights.
Tomorrow theywill be told that their rejec-
tion of untouchability toowas an error, that
putting downMuslims andChristians is not
enough.This isnotunlikely, fortherejection
ofsupremacywithinHindusocietyhasbeen
a slow and reluctant process, and one not
usuallyaccompaniedbygenuineconviction
or repentance.
Finally, the need for global acceptance,

goodwill,andtradeisaserioushurdleforany
exclusiveorreligiousnationalism.Ukrainehas
shownthatevenRussiawith its vastnuclear
arsenalisfindingithardtofacetheworldwide
sentiment in favour of the individual’s free-
domandtheautonomyof thelesspowerful.

Thewriter iscurrentlyteachingatthe
Universityof IllinoisatUrbana-Champaign

Both the Asian giants —
India and China — may
stand to reap the 'best of
both worlds' as the Ukraine
imbroglio plays out. Russia
has every incentive to
accommodate both India
and China in the energy
sector. This could mean
greater industrial and energy
cross investments between
Russia and India as well as
between Russia and China.
This will create a north
Eurasian integrationist core
within BRICS, whichever
way Moscow's relations with
the US and Europe.

Corresponding to the Great
Russia remembered by
Russia’s religious
nationalists, the dream of a
great Hindu entity larger
than today’s India is nursed
by a few contemporary
Indians, even if most Hindu
nationalists would be
content with strengthening
their ideology’s hold within
India and among Indians
worldwide. Moreover,
sharing with Russian
nationalists a dislike for ‘the
West,’ some Hindu
nationalists have been
rooting for Putin.
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In a countrywell governed, poverty is

something to be ashamedof.
— CONFUCIUSTHEEDITORIALPAGE

STATE POLLS
ELECTIONSWILL BEheld onMay19 for the
assemblies of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
West Bengal and Kerala and the Lok Sabha
seat of Garhwal in Uttar Pradesh. The Chief
ElectionCommissionerannouncedtheelec-
tionprogramme saidthatitwouldbepossi-
ble to constitute the assemblies byMay 24.
Electionscouldalsobeheldintheassemblies
of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka if they
were dissolved by April 15, he said. The EC
said that the commissionwas not holding
elections in Assam . About the Garhwal re-
poll, the EC said he had no doubt that the
stategovernmentwill cooperate.

ANTULAY WARNED
PRIMEMINISTER INDIRAGandhihas asked
former Maharashtra Chief Minister A R
Antulay to stop his campaigns against his
successor Babasaheb Bhosle. Shemade her
position clear at a 15-minutemeetingwith
AntulayinDelhi.Asimilarmessagewascon-
veyedtoAntulaybyFinanceMinisterPranab
Mukherjee.

DISASTER IN MEXICO
ALL10,000INHABITANTSofFranciscoLeon,
a town in the Southern Mexican state of
Chiapas are feared dead in the recent erup-

tionof theChichonal volcano. The townsit-
uatedbarely5kmfromthecraterof thevol-
canowasenvelopedinacloudofpoisonous
gases.TheMexicanarmyisstrugglingtores-
cuemore than 1,50,000 people threatened
bytheeruption.

MOVIE HALL PERMITS
THE LICENSINGWING of the Delhi police
suspended the licensesof sixmajor cinema
halls in the capital: Regal, Plaza, Alankar,
Chand, Sapna, and Delite. The action was
takenfollowingallegationsthatthenumber
of seats in the lower sectionswas reduced
deprivingthepublicofcheapentertainment.

APRIL 8, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

BRICS for a new order
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“China said its Covid strategy was superior. It’s failing in Shanghai.”

—WASHINGTONPOSTTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The complex and many-
sided Hindu view of Truth
means that the legitimacy of
government cannot be
founded on truth claims. It
rests, instead, on a
government’s ability to
enable and empower
individuals, and their
different constituencies,
among the governed to
follow their own dharma.
Since doing so assumes a
minimum level of material
well-being, the Mahabharata
and the Arthashastra stress
that securing the welfare of
subjects is a ruler’s first
responsibility.

THECRIMINALPROCEDURE(Identification)
Bill, 2022 passed by the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday, just two days after it was
passedby the LokSabha, has been formu-
lated to “authorise...takingmeasurements
of convicts and other persons for the pur-
posesof identificationandinvestigationin
criminalmatters”. This pieceof legislation
violatestherightagainstself-incrimination
andturnsthepresumptionof innocencein
an investigation on its head. Itwill funda-
mentally alter the scopeof criminal inves-
tigationbygivinguncheckedpowerstoin-
vestigating agencies aswell as the central
government.
The Constitution, under Article 20(3),

protectsanaccusedfrombeingcompelledto
givewitnessagainsthimself.However, this
fundamentalrighthasbeendilutedoverthe
years. In 2005, the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC)was amended to allowa
magistratetoorderanypersontogivetheir
handwritingsamples for thepurposeof an
investigation or proceeding. In 2019, the
SupremeCourt,in RiteshSinhav.StateofUP,
held that suchhandwriting samples could
includevoice samples. Thiswouldnot vio-
latetherightagainstself-incrimination,the
Court ruled. It relied upon its judgment in
theKathi KaluOghad case (1962) that held
that givingpalm impressions or footprints
could not be called self-incriminatory be-
causeimpressionswereunchangeable,ex-
cept in rare cases”. Instead, it held that the
Constitution bars the compulsory extrac-
tionofastatement—oralorwritten—from
theaccused,“whichmakesthecaseagainst
the accusedperson at least probable, con-
sideredbyitself”.
The logic thatwas used in 1962 to in-

terpretwhatwouldviolatetherightagainst
self-incrimination is unlikely to apply to
technologies inuse today.While thedata-
basingofconvictedpersonsisnotnew,the
newpiece of legislation allows for taking
information,includingfinger-impressions,
palm-printimpressions, footprintimpres-
sions, photographs, iris and retina scan,
physical, biological samples and their
analysis, behavioural attributes including
signatures, handwriting or any other ex-
amination referred to in Sections 53, 53A
of the CrPC. It alsomandates theNational
Crime Records Bureau to store, preserve
and destroy the record of measurements
at thenational levelaswellasprocessand
share themwith any law enforcement
agency.TheBill isvaguelywordedandthe
natureof theprocessing, sharing, anddis-
seminationofdata itentailswillmostcer-
tainly involve the use of new and emerg-
ing technologies. Fears that it will allow
newformsof coercionof accusedpersons
arenotunfoundedandneither are appre-
hensionsthatitmightcreatenovelanddis-
turbing forms of surveillance and the sti-

flingof dissent.
Technologiesthatprocessvastamounts

of data are rapidly changing and develop-
ing. Their application to policing and the
criminal justice systemhas new implica-
tions for the right against self-incrimina-
tion.A single fingerprint canbe compared
with thousands of others in minutes.
Information that would be collected
through the examination procedures al-
lowedundertheproposedlawwouldhave
muchtosayaboutone'spersonalbeliefsor
behaviour. The compulsory submission of
suchinformationcouldhavechillingeffects
afterbeingsubjectedtonewtechnologies–
inotherwords, thepastof anaccusedper-
sonmightbeenoughto incriminatehim.
The Bill proposes to collect “measure-

ments”ofconvictedpersons,thosewhoare
arrested(ordetainedunderpreventivede-
tention laws) or thosewhohave executed
bonds promising good behaviour. Only
those arrested for petty offences that are
punishablewithlessthansevenyearsmay
not be obliged to allow the recording of
measurements. This rings awarning bell
about coercive data collection, especially
whenseeninthelightofthepracticesused
topoliceoppressedcommunities.
For instance, under theCriminal Tribes

Act,1871,manynomadicandsemi-nomadic
communitieswerelabelledhereditarycrim-
inalswith the colonial intent of controlling
theirmovement. Despite theAct being re-
pealed in 1952, these denotified tribal
(“Vimukta”) communities continue to be
treated as criminals by birth through the
“HabitualOffenders”provisionsinstate-level
policeregulationsthatallowlocalpolicesta-
tions tokeeprecordsof suchpersonsresid-
ingintheirarea.Thepolicemaintainhistory
sheets that allow them to record demo-
graphic details of the “offender” and infor-
mation about their family, associates, and
habitsas“evidence”ofthembeing“habitual
criminals”. This has allowed unchecked
abuse of power by the police to harass
Vimuktachildren,menandwomen,extract
bribes from them, and as a consequence,
denythemaccess toeducation, formalem-
ployment, andhealthcare services. It con-
demnsasectionofthecountry'spopulation
toseveralcyclesofarrest,bail,andacquittal.
Thenewpieceof legislationcouldmakethe
practice of history-sheeting, undertaken
whenaperson ismerelyallegedof acrime,
andnotconvicted,evenmorecoercive—the
“measurements”are tobestoredat thena-
tionallevelfor75years,withnoclearproce-
dureoutlinedfordestroyingtheinformation.
Digitisationcouldpushthestateandlo-

cal-level criminalisationof oppressedcaste
communities to thenational level. Projects
todigitise fingerprints and iris scans are al-
ready underway in several states —
Maharashtraisthefirststatetolaunchitsbio-
metricdatabaseofundertrialsandconvicts.
Therightagainstself-incriminationisatthe
heartofprotectionagainstpoliceexcessand
torture.Record-keepingasmandatedbythe
Billviolatesthisright.
Parliamentmustmake laws that pro-

tectagainstsuchblatantattacksonfunda-
mental rights and freedoms, rather than
enable them.

SonavaneandRavindranathare
lawyerswiththeCriminal JusticeandPolice
AccountabilityProject.Kashyap isa lawyer

withtheArticle21TrustandRethink
AadhaarCampaign

FORSOMETIMEnow,andcertainlysince2014,
India has been experiencing a fundamental
churninitsvisionof itself.Whilemuchatten-
tionhasbeendevotedtotheHindutvamove-
ment, a far broader cultural-civilisational re-
vival — coincidingwith the opening of the
Indian economy, post-1990—hasmostly re-
mainedundertheradar.
Two recent surveys on the extent (World

ValuesSurvey,2021)andnature(PewResearch
Center,2021)ofreligiositycontainthreesignif-
icant findings:One, India is anoutlier among
nations—themostsignificantexceptiontothe
globaltrend,since2007,ofdecliningreligiosity;
two,within India, the continued salienceof a
broad-baseddharmic identity (for at least 84
per cent of its citizens — Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, and Jains); three, Indians across
everyreligiousgroup(includingMuslimsand
Christians),caste,educationlevel,age,andre-
gion,werenear-unanimous inwhat theybe-
lievedwere the topnational problems. These
were, in order of decreasing importance, un-
employment, corruption, crime, violence
againstwomen,andcommunalviolence.
Webelievethecoincidenceofthesetwoob-

servedphenomena—anunusually strong re-
vivalofreligiosityinarapidlymodernisingIndia
andtheacross-the-boardagreementoverspe-
cific governanceconcerns—75years intoour
Independence,isarobustfinding.Theymirror,
aswesuggestbelow,thegovernanceconcerns
that had provoked the earlier, 18th century
dharmic-civilisationalrevivalduringtheBengal
Renaissancewhich,inturn,informedthestrug-
gleforindependence.Ifproperlyleveraged,this
convergencepromisesboth, amuch-needed,
broad-baseddharmic-ethicalrevivalandanend
tothereactionaryforcesinourcultureandpolity
currentlyfueledunderthebannerofHindutva.
Moreover,theimplicationsofthisbroadercivil-
isational revival for the country’s governance
could,potentially,bemomentous.
Heartenedbythesepossibilitieswe(along

with Bhakti Patil of Trayas Foundation) have
recentlycontributedanessayonHinduismto
a volumeon Truth andGovernance: Religious
and Secular Views, compiled by Ethikon
Institute and published by the Brookings
Institution. In it,weexploredwhatadharmic
approach to governancemight imply and to
whatextent,sinceIndependence,Indiahador
hadnotfollowedsuchacourse.Ourargument
issummarisedbelow,withaviewtogenerat-
ing discussion on amatter of profound na-
tional importance.
Webelievethecivilisationalessenceofthe

Hindutradition iscapturedin itsunderstand-
ingofTruthandtherelatednotionofdharma,
that guide human action at three levels:
Metaphysical,individualandsocietal.Thequal-
ityofgovernancemust,accordingly,bejudged
byitsabilitytosustainconditionsconduciveto
the observance of dharma at all levels.
Inevitably, on this criterion, governancequal-
ityinIndiahasfluctuatedinIndiawiththeebb
andflowofHinducivilisation.
We identify fivemain sociocultural forces

andpoliticaldevelopments(FiveRs)thathave
shaped theobservanceof dharma inmodern
Indiansocietyandwithinitsinstitutions.One,a
FirstRevivalwastheBengalRenaissanceofthe
late 18th century that later inspired the
IndependenceMovement fromthemid-19th

toearly20thcentury.Two,asNiradChaudhari
famouslylamented,aRejectionofthedharmic
wayof life that almost immediately followed
Indian independence,with the embrace of
Nehruvian“secularism”,socialism,andSoviet-
style industrialisation.Three, aReaction in the
shapeoftheHindutvamovementthatevolved
over two distinct phases — pre- and post-
Independence, culminating in the 2014 and
2019general election results. Four, a Second
Revivalthat,too,hasoccurredintwophases—
anearlypoliticalphasethatsawtheemergence
oftheSwatantraPartyopposedtosecularism-
socialismand the Licence Raj, and a second
phasethatbeganwiththepartialliberalisation
oftheIndianeconomyinthe1990s.Finally,and
most importantly, a fifthR:TheResiliencewe
attributetotheunderlying,highlydecentralised
natureandworkingsof thedharmic tradition
thathasshapedmoralityandethicsinIndia.
TheprincipalsourcesofthemodernHindu

outlookontruthandgovernancearefoundin
theFirstRevival,sparkedbythewritingsofRaja
RammohunRoy,andcarriedforwardbylead-
erssuchasTagore,Vivekananda,SriAurobindo,
Gandhi, RadhakrishnanandRajagopalachari.
Theysharedthreecommonbeliefs.First,Hindu
societyhad suffered througha longperiodof
cultural-moraldebasement(casteismandun-
touchability;restrictionsonwomenandwid-
ows; superstitions and fatalism). Second, the
abilityofHindusociety togovern itselfwould
requirebroad-basedsocialandmoralregener-
ation. Third, a revival of the Vedic dharmic
philosophicalandethicalrootsofHindusociety
wasessentialtosuchreform.
CentraltotheHinduviewofTruthisthatit

ismore thanmere factually correct or valid
statements. Truthencompassesall of knowl-
edge,andthesearchforitis, infact,thegoalof
life.Moreimportantly,andperhapsuniqueto
the Hinduworldview, the Vedas deny that
knowledgeofBrahman—anall-encompass-
ing,expansivereality—isexclusivetoanyau-
thority,person,ormethod.Indeed,theyaffirm
theopposite:Allwaysofknowingareequally
valid, in that theyall are capableof capturing
avalidbut limitedaspectof theTruth.Hence,
theneedtorespectdifferentperspectivesand
viewsandtosustainademocraticanddecen-
tralisedpolity.
ForHindus, therefore, the imperative of

democracystemsfromthefundamentalphilo-
sophicalmoorings thatmust govern society.
But italsoprovidesthecontext foranindivid-
ual’sownpursuitofTruth,whichadditionally
needstobeguidedbyahimsa(absenceofvio-
lence) andkarma (self-actualisation through
action). In sodoing, the individual is required
tofollowherorhissvadharma(owndharma),
whichinturnreflectsherorhissvabhava(own
nature). And it is through the individual pur-
suit of svadharma that theultimateobjective
oflokasangraha,oruniversalwelfare,isrealised.

Thecomplexandmany-sidedHinduview
ofTruthmeansthat the legitimacyofgovern-
ment cannot be founded on truth claims. It
rests, instead,onagovernment’sabilitytoen-
able andempower individuals, and their dif-
ferentconstituencies, amongthegovernedto
follow their owndharma. Since doing so as-
sumesaminimumlevel ofmaterialwell-be-
ing, theMahabharata and the Arthashastra
stressthatsecuringthewelfareofsubjectsisa
ruler’sfirstresponsibility.Policiesmustpermit
thevariouseconomicsectors—agriculture,in-
dustry,andtrading—tofunctionassmoothly
andharmoniouslyaspossibletoenablethecre-
ationofwealth. In turn, this impliesmainte-
nanceof lawandorder, preservationof indi-
vidual property rights, as well as trust
(enforcementofcontracts).
Crucially, theHinduperspectivedoesnot

admitofanymonopolyonTruthordharma—
least of all, any claim to such amonopoly by
thegovernment.Itwasthisperspective—the
polycentricnatureofTruthanddharma—that
informedtheFirstRevivalbutwasignoreddur-
ing theRejection.Althoughtherobustnessof
Indian democracywas never jeopardised—
exceptfortheaberrationof theEmergency—
Nehru’s“secular-socialist”statedrewintellec-
tual inspiration,not fromHindudharma,but
fromWestern thought (especially English
Fabians). Unsurprisingly,what followedwas
centralplanning,top-heavyindustrialisation,
suppressionoftheprivatesector,criminalisa-
tion of politics, and the exclusion of dharmic
literaturefromthebasiceducationcurriculum
forstateschools.
Itwasonlyamatteroftimethattheabove

rejectionofadharmicviewof lifewouldpro-
vokeareaction—intheformofHindutva,as
a political-cultural reaction to post-
Independence secularism. It manifested it-
selfwithachangeofgovernmentin2014and
wasreaffirmedin2019.Predictably,however,
thereactionhastendedtobesuperficial (fo-
cusedonbeef-eatingandcowslaughter)and
extreme (lynchings). At the same time, the
abysmal state of our party politics has se-
verely weakened our ability to overcome
these reactionary forces. Our hope, though,
rests on the continuing resilience of the un-
derlying tradition.
If upheld, it promises a return to agover-

nancethatisrootedinHinducivilisationalval-
uesbutyetpreservesthebestaspectsthathave
comefromtheWest,suchasseparationofstate
andreligion.Suchabalancewouldstrivetore-
store,withinamodern21stcenturypolity,econ-
omy,andsociety,anorderthatpromotestheat-
tainmentofdharmaforallof India’scitizens.

MehtaiswiththeDepartmentof
MathematicsandStatistics,American

University,WashingtonDC.Sandilyaisaretired
IndianForeignServiceOfficer

Guilty until
proved innocent

FOOD POLITICS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Roll it
back'(IE,April7).Inanunwarrantedand
undemocraticmove, themayor of the
South Delhi Municipal Corporation
asked for the shutdownofmeat shops
during the nine days of Navratras.
Although this decision has been an-
nouncedonthepretextofrespectingthe
sentimentsof thepeoplewhofastdur-
ingNavratri, the fact remains that it’s a
politicallymotivatedmovethatsmacks
ofHindutva.It’sshockingthatthisorder
banning has happened in India’s capi-
tal,acosmopolitanhub.Themayor’sor-
deralso says thatmostof thepeople in
the city do not even eat onion or garlic
but one fails to understand thatwhat’s
thebasis of thisdata. The lawprohibit-
ing cow slaughterwas a first, but now
the flames are inching toward other
non-vegetarianproducts. Thismust be
awarningsignal foraprotein-deficient
countrywherehalfthekidsaresuffering
fromanaemiaandmalnutrition.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

LOPSIDED PICTURE
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Withequal-
ityasitscredo'(IE,April7).Thewriteris
a cabinetminister and so it is natural
that she praised the government's ef-
forts. She presented a one-sided view.

She writes that the government has
providedninecrore“free”LPGconnec-
tions.ButanotherfactisthatLPGprices
aretouchingRs1,000andmanyUjjwala
beneficiaries cannot afford this clean
fuel.Theauthorwritesthatthegovern-
mentisprovidingloansuptoRs10lakh
underMUDRA. But the reality is that
over 90 per cent of beneficiaries of
Mudra(PMMY)weregivenloansof less
thanRs50,000.

SuchakDPatel,Ahmedabad

POOR START
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Not
Chandigarh' (IE,April7).After showing
someinitialpromiseonthebackof im-
portant announcements pertaining to
jobgenerationandcurbingcorruption,
the AamAadmi Party government in
Punjabisnowplayingpoliticsinsteadof
streamlining administration.Wanting
Chandigarh tobeapart of the state is a
needless raking up of the past, which
does nomuch good to the peoplewho
havejustgiventhepartysuchasweep-
ingmandate.CMBhagwantMannmust
stick to the priorities. He is wrong in
thinking thatplaying to thegallerywill
givehimasecureholdon thestate. It is
not words but action that Punjab re-
quires.

VijaiPant,Hempur

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

OFTHEMANYphonecalls inmylifeover the
years,fewhavestayedwithmeasmuchasthe
oneIreceivedabouttwoyearsago.Itwasfrom
aworriedmother of a childwith an intellec-
tual disability (ID),whose primary concern
wasn’t just forherownson,despiteknowing
that hewould struggle due to the lockdown
andhis compromised immunity. Hermost
pressingworrywas about another parent
whose childwas still on thewaiting list for a
diagnostic test to identify ID. This is the soli-
darityof thecommunity,acommunitycom-
prisingover25millionpersonswithintellec-
tual disabilities and their families, a
communitythathadtofaceafrighteningques-
tionastheworldtumbledintouncertaintyin
2020:Whatwould thismean for those like
themwhowerealreadyseverelyunderserved
bytheexistingsystems?
Unfortunately,most of these concerns

turnedtorealityasthepandemicgrippedthe
world.However,twoyearson,weattheSpecial
Olympicsaredeterminedtoturnthetideonce
and for all. SpecialOlympics is aworldwide
movement started in1968, to create abetter
andmoreequalworldbyfosteringacceptance
andinclusionofpersonswithintellectualdis-
abilities, throughthetransformativepowerof
sports. This is done by providing year-long
sportstrainingandtheopportunitytopartici-

pate in competitions such as the Special
OlympicsWorldGames for Personswith ID.
Sportscandrawattentiontowhattheathletes
cando,andnotwhattheycan’t,helpingthem
developphysical and cognitive fitness, take
prideintheirabilities,andshareempowering
experiencestogether.Ourfightforafairer,more
inclusiveworld,startswithensuringaccessto
themostbasicofhumanneeds–healthcare.
Globalresearchshowsthatpeoplewithin-

tellectualdisabilitiesoftenreceivesubstandard
healthcarecomparedtoothers,despitebeing
atmuchhigher riskof developing secondary
healthconditions that impact theirqualityof
lifeandevenmortality.Oneofthebestexam-
plestoillustratethisdiresituationislookingat
theprevalenceofuntreatedhealthconditions.
Examinationrevealsthat35percentofSpecial
Olympics athletes have obvious, untreated
toothdecay.Thisalarmingfactunderlinesthe
unpleasant truth thatpersonswith IDeither
donot have access to healthcare or the care
they receive isnot appropriate,whichcanbe
largely attributed to thediscriminatory atti-
tudestowardsdisability.Andthissituationhas
further deteriorated in the last twoyears. As
theworld struggles to find its feet and heal
fromtheblowsoftheCovid-19pandemic,the
fightismuchharderforthisintegral,butoften
overseen,partofoursociety.

Thegovernmenthasmultipleschemesto
support the healthcare of personswith dis-
abilities, such as the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya
Karyakram(RBSK)whichaimsatearly iden-
tification and intervention to cover the four
Ds (defects, deficiencies, diseases anddevel-
opmental delays, including disability) ,
cochlearimplantundertheADIPschemeetc.
However,aneedtospreadawarenessandre-
move all the barriers for personswith intel-
lectualdisabilitiesisverymuchrequired.This
is not only the responsibility of the govern-
ment, butof eachoneof us. Every individual
hasthepowertoeffectchange.
With our nation celebrating Azadi Ka

AmritMahotsav,tocommemorate75yearsof
Indian independence,webelieve that India’s
march towardsprogress andempowerment
is incompletewithout including each and
everysectionofthepopulation,especiallythe
mostdisenfranchised.Hence,SpecialOlympics
Bharathaslaunchedthe“NationalHealthFest
forDivyangjan–WeCare”, a national health
programmetoscreen75,000personswithin-
tellectualdisabilitiesacross120citiesof India
onWorldHealthDay2022 (April 7). The ini-
tiativeaimedatsettingrecordsforconducting
the largest health and fitness programme
across the country and screening a record
numberofpeoplewith IDacross thecountry

inasingleday.Seventy-fivethousandmedical
andsportsprofessionalswillbetrainedtopro-
videhigh-quality healthcare and training to
athletes with ID. Moreover, 750 Special
OlympicsBharat Centreswill be activated to
developfitnessandsportsthroughacommu-
nity-basedapproach.Allthisispartofa“Return
toPlay”movement,thataimstobringSpecial
athletesbacktothesportsfieldaftertwoyears,
by gradually examining their physical and
medicalreadiness.
However, the real importanceof this ini-

tiative goes far beyond creating records. The
legacythattrulymattersliesinchangingpub-
licperceptionofintellectualdisability.Itliesin
the collective actionof aunited country that
finallystandsalongsidethosewhohaveoften
beenexcluded,andinthelasting,generational
impact on improving thequality of life of in-
dividuals, families,andcommunities.
Personswith intellectual disabilities are

not looking for,orare inneedof,pityorsym-
pathy. All they ask for is recognition of their
abilities, respect for their uniquewayof life,
anda fair chance tonot just survive, but also
thriveinaworldthattheycancalltheirown.

ThewriterischairpersonofSpecialOlympics
Bharatandasocialactivistassociatedwith

HimachalUniversity,Shimla

A festival of inclusion

Hinduism and Governance
CriminalProcedure (Identification)Billwhen
combinedwithnewtechnologiesviolates
constitutional rightagainst self-incrimination

If properly leveraged, theconvergencepromisesboth,amuch-needed,broad-baseddharmic-ethical
revivalandanendtothereactionary forces inourcultureandpolity

MallikaNadda

CR Sasikumar

SpecialOlympicsaimstochangepublicperceptionof intellectualdisability

NimaiMehta and
Karti Sandilya

Nikita Sonavane,
PraavitaKashyap,
Mrinalini
Ravindranath
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FOR UKRAINE,
PINKFLOYDTEAMREUNITESTORECORDSONG
Pink Floyd is releasing its first new music in almost three decades to raise money for the
people of Ukraine, the band announced Thursday. “Hey Hey Rise Up” features Pink
Floyd members David Gilmour and Nick Mason, with vocals from Ukrainian singer
Andriy Khlyvnyuk of the band BoomBox.

TURKEY

Courttomove
trialofKhashoggi
suspectsto
SaudiArabia
Istanbul: A Turkish court
decidedThursdaytotrans-
ferthetrialof26Saudisac-
cused in the gruesome
killingof JamalKhashoggi
to Saudi Arabia, raising
fears that those responsi-
ble for the death of the
Washington Post colum-
nist won’t be brought to
justice for a crime that
drew international out-
rage. The decision, which
comes asAnkara is trying
to repair relations with
Saudi Arabia, was de-
nounced as “scandalous”
by a human rights group.
Itmarkedanabruptrever-
sal for Turkey, which had
vowedtoshedlightonthe
killing and began prose-
cuting the defendants in
absentia in 2020.
Khashoggiwas killedOct.
2, 2018, at the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul.AP

JamalKhashoggi

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

UK

Oppquestions
taxstatusof
Sunak’swife
London: The wife of
British finance minister
Rishi Sunak is treated as
non-domiciled for UK
tax purposes but pays
taxes inBritainonallher
UK income, her spokes-
woman said. Akshata
Murthy is the daughter
of NarayanaMurthyand
owns 0.93% of the com-
pany. The tax status
means she would not
pay taxes in Britain on
dividends from the
Indian business. Tulip
Siddiq, a lawmaker and
Treasury spokeswoman
intheoppositionLabour
Party, said Sunak should
saywhetherhehadben-
efited fromhiswife’s tax
status. REUTERS

UNITEDSTATES

Pelositests
positive,met
Bidenatevent
Washington: House
SpeakerNancyPelosihas
tested Covid-positive, a
day after appearing un-
maskedataWhiteHouse
eventwithPresident Joe
Biden. Pelosi is cur-
rently asymptomatic,
her spokesman Drew
Hammill said Thursday.
He said she had tested
negative earlier in the
week. Meanwhile,
China warned on
Thursday it would take
strong measures if
Pelosi visited Taiwan d
saidsuchavisitwouldse-
verelyimpactChinese-US
relations. AGENCIES

YEMEN

Presidentsteps
asideamid
effortstoendwar
Sanaa: Yemen’s exiled
President stepped aside
and transferred his pow-
erstoapresidentialcoun-
cil on Thursday, as inter-
national and regional
efforts to end the coun-
try’s long-running civil
war gainedmomentum
with a two-month truce.
Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates,
major players in the con-
flictappeartohaveplayed
a role in President Abed
Rabbo Mansour Hadi’s
decision,quicklywelcom-
ing itwith a pledge of $3
billion in aid. Theheadof
thenewcouncilhasclose
ties toRiyadh. AP

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,APRIL7

THENUMBERofIndianstudents
intheUnitedStatesincreasedby
over 12 per cent in 2021, while
those from China, which ac-
counts for the largest number,
dropped by over eight per cent,
according toanofficial report.
In itsannual report released

on Wednesday, the US
Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) said theCovid-
19 pandemic continued to im-
pactinternationalstudentenrol-
ment in theUS in2021.
The total number of SEVIS

records for active F-1 andM-1

students was 1,236,748 in the
calendaryear2021,adecreaseof
1.2 per cent from the calendar
year2020.
SEVIS stands for Students

and Exchange Visitor
InformationSystem.F-1andM-
1 are the two non-immigrant
student visas. J-1 is also a non-
immigrant student visa but is
mostly given to scholars ex-
changeprogrammes.
In2021,8,038SEVP-certified

schoolswereeligibletoenrolin-
ternationalstudents,registering
a decrease by 280 schools from
8,369eligible schools in2020.
“The number of students

fromChinaandIndiamadeAsia
themost popular continent of

origin. However, China sent
fewer students in 2021 in com-

parison to2020(-33,569)while
India sent more students

(+25,391),” the report said.
As many as 37 per cent of

Indianstudentsarewomen.
Overall, China continues to

top the list of countries sending
348,992studentstotheUS.India
followsChinawith232,851stu-
dents. China and India are fol-
lowed by South Korea (58,787),
Canada(37,453),Brazil(33,552),
Vietnam (29,597), Saudi Arabia
(28,600),Taiwan(25,406), Japan
(20,144)andMexico (19,680).
Accordingtothereport,only

AsiaandAustralia/PacificIslands
saw an overall decline in the
number of students coming to
theUnited States last year as all
other continents saw an in-
crease. InternationalF-1andM-

1studentscamefromeverycon-
tinent in the world other than
Antarctica and frommore than
224countriesandterritories.
Students from China and

IndiamadeAsiathemostpopu-
lar continentof origin, account-
ingfor71.9percentof the inter-
national student population.
China sent fewer international
studentswhile India sentmore,
the report said.
In 2021, California hosted

208,257 international students,
the largest percentage of inter-
nationalstudents(16.8percent)
of any US state. There were
240,479activeexchangevisitors
intheUnitedStatesin2021com-
pared to 256,944 active ex-

changevisitors in2020, it said.
Most F-1 andM-1 students

cometotheUStotakepartinthe
higher education system. In
2021, roughly 92 per cent of all
F-1 andM-1 studentswere en-
rolledinaSEVP-certifiedassoci-
ate, bachelor's, master's or doc-
toralprogrammes.
Specifically, international

students in the US pursued
1,142,352 degrees in higher ed-
ucation, which is an increase
from the calendar year 2020
(1,121,981).Itisimportanttonote
that one studentmight partake
inmorethanonelevelofeduca-
tion in a given calendar year, so
theymaybecountedinmultiple
educational levels. PTI

71.9% OF ALL INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN THE US CALL ASIA HOME, SAYS USCIS REPORT

Number of Indian students in US rose by 12%, from China dropped by 8%

Covid-19pandemiccontinuedto impact international
studentenrolment intheUS. Photo for representation

KYIVSAYSCOMMITTEDTOTALKSBUTNOTWILLINGTOGIVEUPSOVEREIGNTY

REUTERS&NYT
APRIL7

Russian ForeignMinister Sergei
Lavrov said on Thursday that
UkrainehadpresentedMoscow
withadraft peacedeal contain-
ing “unacceptable” elements at
variancewith a previous agree-
ment, comments that Kyiv dis-
missedas “purepropaganda”.
The Kremlin has said talks

with Ukraine are not progress-
ing as rapidly as it would like,
andhasaccusedtheWestof try-
ingtoderailnegotiationsbyrais-
ing war crimes allegations
against Russian troops in
Ukraine,whichMoscowdenies.
LavrovsaidonThursdaythat

Ukraine had presented a draft
agreement onWednesday that
deviated from proposals both
sides’negotiatorshadagreedon.
Ukrain’snewdraft,according

to Lavrov, said the status of
Crimea,whichMoscowannexed
fromUkrainein2014,shouldbe
raisedatameetingbetweenthe
twocountries' presidents.
It also said Ukraine could

holdmilitary drillswith foreign
countries without receiving
Russia's permission, something
Moscowdisagreeswith.
“Such inability to agree once

againhighlightsKyiv’strueinten-
tions, itspositionofdrawingout
andevenundermining the talks
bymovingawayfromtheunder-
standingsreached,”Lavrovsaid.
President Aleksandr G.

LukashenkoofBelarusalsocom-
plicated the situation by de-
manding thathis countrybe in-
cluded in thenegotiations.
Kyivsaysitiscommittedtothe

talks but is notwilling togiveup
its sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity. Presidential adviser
Mykhaylo Podolyak, one of
Ukraine's negotiators, said
Lavrov's comments should be
seen as a tactic to undermine
Ukraineordivert attention from
war crime accusations against
Russiantroops.
“Tomakeanychangestoour

position toweaken it would be
pointless,”hesaid.“Lavrovisnot
directly related to the negotia-
tion process, and so his state-
mentsarepurepropaganda."

PeacehopedimbecauseUkraine
draft deal unacceptable: Russia

AfamilywalksamiddestroyedRussiantanks inBucha,ontheoutskirtsofKyiv,onWednesday. AP

ADAMSCHRECK
KYIV,APRIL7

UKRAINE TOLD residents of its
industrial heartland to leave
while they still can and urged
Western nations to send
“weapons, weapons, weapons”
Thursday after Russian forces
withdrew from the shattered
outskirts of Kyiv to regroup for
anoffensiveinthecountry’seast.
Russia’s focus is nowon the

Donbas,amostlyRussian-speak-
ing region ineasternUkraine.
InBrussels,UkrainianForeign

Minister Dmytro Kuleba urged
NATOtoprovidemoreweapons
for hiswar-torn country to help
prevent further atrocities like
those reported on Kyiv’s north-
ernoutskirts. “Myagendaisvery
simple…it’sweapons,weapons
andweapons,”Kulebasaidashe

arrivedatNATOheadquartersfor
talkswiththemilitaryorganisa-
tion’s foreignministers.
“Themoreweaponswe get

and the sooner they arrive in
Ukraine, themore human lives
will besaved,”hesaid.
Some NATO nations worry

theymaybeRussia’snexttarget,
but the alliance is striving to
avoidactionsthatmightpullany
of its 30members directly into
the war. Still, NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg urged
membernationstosendUkraine
moreweapons, andnot justde-
fensivearms.
“Ukraine is fighting a defen-

sivewar, so this distinction be-
tween offensive and defensive
weapons doesn’t actually have
anyrealmeaning,”hesaid.
Westerncountrieshavepro-

videdUkrainewithportableanti-
tank and anti-aircraftweapons,

but they have been reluctant to
supply aircraft, tanks or any
equipmentthatUkrainiantroops
wouldhavetobetrainedtouse.
Britain’s defense ministry

said Thursday that Russia was
targetingthe“lineofcontrol”be-
tweenUkrainian-heldandrebel-
controlled areas in the Donbas
with artillery andairstrikes and
hitting infrastructure targets
around Ukraine to wear down
theUkrainiandefense.
Mariupol Mayor Vadym

Boichenko said more than
5,000civilianshavebeenkilled
during weeks of Russian bom-
bardment and street fighting,
including 210 children. The at-
tacks have cut off food, water,
fuel and medicine. British de-
fenseofficialssaid160,000peo-
ple remained trapped in the
city,whichhadaprewarpopu-
lation of 430,000. AP

MOREWEAPONSWILLHELPSAVEMORELIVES: DMYTROKULEBA

Ukraine appeals for weapons
US to suspend
normal trade
relations with
Moscow
Washington: The US Senate
votedunanimouslyonThursday
to stripMoscowof its preferen-
tial trade status and to ban the
import of Russian energy into
the US, moving to further pe-
naliseRussia’s economy .
The legislationwould allow

the US to impose higher tariffs
on Russian goods and cut off a
significant revenue stream for
President Vladimir V. Putin,
thoughexpertshavesaid theoil
andgasbanwouldbe symbolic.
TheHouseisexpectedtopass

themeasures lateronThursday,
sending them to President
Biden’sdesk.Thebillscameafter
weeks of partisan deadlock
paralysed legislative action on
Ukraine.TheHousepassedsim-
ilar legislation lastmonth. NYT

Peoplewait tobuykeroseneataCeylonPetroleum
Corporationfuel station inColomboonThursday.Reuters

PTI&AP
COLOMBO,APRIL7

THESRILankangovernmenthas
appointedanadvisorycommit-
tee comprising eminent eco-
nomic and fiscal experts topro-
videguidanceonaddressingthe
currentdebtcrisisandengaging
with the IMF and other lenders
asthecountrystrugglestocom-
battheunprecedentedshortage
of foreignreserves.
The Presidential Advisory

Group on Multilateral
Engagement and Debt
Sustainability includes Indrajit
Coomaraswamy, former gover-
nor of the Central Bank of Sri
Lankaandformerdirectorof the
EconomicAffairsDivisionof the
Commonwealth Secretariat, as
per astatementbythePresident
MediaDivisiononWednesday.
“Among the responsibilities

that the Presidential Advisory
Groupwill undertake are to en-
gageindiscussionswithrelevant
Sri Lankan institutions and offi-
cials engagingwith the IMF, and
toprovideguidance thatwill ad-
dress thepresent debt crisis and
leadtowardssustainablerecovery
forSriLanka,"thestatementsaid.
Meanwhile,nationalmedical

associationwarnedThursdaythat
hospitalswillbeunabletoprovide
evenemergencyservicesincom-
ing weeks because of critical
shortages of drugs andmedical
equipment, leading to a cata-
strophicnumberofdeathsifsup-
pliesaren'treplenished.

Lanka appoints
advisory panel to
help resolve crisis

US cautions its
citizens against
travelling to Lanka
Washington: Amid the ongoing
unrest, the US onWednesday
advised itscitizensagainst trav-
ellingtotheislandnation,point-
ing to the fuel and medicine
shortages there, besides the
Covid-19andterror threats.
“Reconsider travel to Sri Lanka
due to Covid-19 and fuel and
medicineshortages.Exercisein-
creasedcautioninSriLankadue
toterrorism,”StateDepartment
said in its latest travel advisory,
which has now been placed on
Level3. PTI

Ex-central bank
Governor barred
from leaving nation
Colombo: A local court in Sri
LankaonThursdaybarredAjith
Nivard Cabraal, former central
BankofSriLankagovernor,who
resignedearlier thisweek, from
travelling out of the country as
mounting economic woes roil
the islandnation. TheColombo
ChiefMagistratecourtissuedthe
order in response to a case filed
by a public interest activist
Keerthi Tennakoon over
Cabraal’s alleged "misdeeds"
when hewas the Central Bank
governor in his first tenure be-
tween2006and2015. PTI

TASSILOHUMMEL&
INGRIDMELANDE
PARIS,APRIL7

FRENCH FAR-RIGHT candidate
MarineLePenshruggedoffmar-
ket jitters triggeredbyher good
ratings ahead of Sunday's first
round of the presidential elec-
tion, saying her "serious" pro-
grammewasmeant towork for
voters, rather thanmarkets.
Longunfazedbywhatlooked

like an easy path to re-election
forPresidentEmmanuelMacron,
marketswokeupthisweekasLe
Pennarrowedthegapenoughin
opinion polls for victory to be
withinthemarginof error.
Le Pen scoffed at what she

called“doom-mongering”,telling
RTL radio on Thursday that her
programmewassolidandwould

aimtosupportbusinessand“give
money back to the French” by
loweringVAT aswell as France's

contributiontotheEUbudget.
“Thepolicies Iwant to imple-

mentarenotmeant for thestock
markets,whichwill be a change
fromEmmanuelMacron,”shesaid.
“It’s not themarkets that create
jobs,it’snotinternationalfinance."
Macron is ahead in all opin-

ionpolls.Buthislatestartwitha
lacklustrecampaignhaspushed
even some in his camp to say a
winforLePencouldbepossible.
Aprobablehigh level of absten-
tionaddsuncertainty.
“There isadynamic in favour

ofMarineLePen,” said Ifoppoll-
sters’ Frederic Dabi, adding that
therewas a possibility that she
couldovertakeMacrontoleadthe
first round. “The second round
willbetight,”hesaid,addingthat
Macronwas still the likelywin-
ner but all would depend on
whichcampgetsvotes.REUTERS

FIRSTBLACKWOMAN TOBECOMESUPREMECOURTJUDGE

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,APRIL7

KETANJI BROWN Jackson was
confirmed by the Senate on
Thursday as the first Black
womantoserveontheSupreme
Court in amilestone for the US
and a victory for President Joe
Biden, who made good on a

campaignpromiseasheseeksto
infusethefederal judiciarywith
abroaderrangeofbackgrounds.
The vote to confirm the 51-

year-oldfederalappellatejudgeto
a lifetime jobon thenation’s top
judicial body was 53-47, with
threeRepublicans-SusanCollins,
LisaMurkowskiandMittRomney
- joining Biden’s fellow
Democrats.Asimplemajoritywas

needed, as Jackson overcame
RepublicanoppositioninaSCcon-
firmation process that remains
fiercelypartisan. Jacksonwilltake
the 83-year-old Breyer’s place
withanincreasinglyassertive6-
3conservativemajority.Breyeris
duetoserveuntilthecourt'scur-
rent term ends - usually in late
June-andJacksonwouldbefor-
mallysworninafter that.

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,APRIL7

A KEY US Congressional com-
mittee has passed a legislation
toeliminatetheper-countrycap
onissuingofGreenCardonem-
ployment-based immigrant
visas and to increase the per-
countrycapforfamily-basedim-

migrant visas from seven per
cent to 15 per cent, a move
whichwillbenefit IndianITpro-
fessionals languishing over
decades of waiting for the
PermanentResidentCard.
A Green Card, known offi-

cially as a Permanent Resident
Card,isadocumentissuedtoim-
migrants as evidence that the
bearer has been granted the

privilege of residing perma-
nently in theUS.
Thelegislativemove,whenit

is finally signed into law,would
greatly benefit the immigrants
fromIndiaandChina.
After hours of debate, the

powerful House Judiciary
Committee late Wednesday
nightpassed theHR3648or the
Equal Access to green cards for

Legal Employment (EAGLE) Act
onthepartylinesof22-14votes.
The bill now goes to the

House for debate and voting. It
alsoneedstobepassedbytheUS
Senate before it can be sent to
the White House for the
President tosign into law.
IndianITprofessionalarethe

worst sufferers of the current
immigrationsystem. PTI

US House panel clears Bill to end per country cap on Green Card

OPINIONPOLLSshowpur-
chasingpowerisvoters’
topconcern,amidahuge
increaseinenergyprices
andgrowinginflation.Le
Penhasfocusedhercam-
paignonthat.Surveys
showvotersareunhappy
withMacron'seconomic
policy,butunemployment
isatitslowestinyearsand
thosepolleddon'tthink
anyofhisopponents
woulddobetter.

Whatare
majorpoll
agendaE●EX
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France’s Le Pen shrugs off ‘doom
mongering’ over Sunday’s polls

US Senate confirms Ketanji Jackson to top court

PresidentBidenandJudge
JacksoninWhiteHouse.NYT
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OMFED invites sealed and separate offers for Technical & Commercial bids from reputed Manufacturers/
Distributors for supply, installation, commissioning, testing and running of Laboratory Equipment at OMFED
Dairy Plant, Arilo. Tender document can be downloaded from website www.omfed.com against payment of
required amount in shape of Demand Draft drawn in favour of OMFED drawn on any nationalized bank payable
at Bhubaneswar. The sealed bid along with required EMD (inside commercial bid) should reach the above
addressed office by Dt.-28.04.2022 up to 5 PM hours. The Bid shall open on 29.04.2022 at 11 AM, in presence
of interested bidders.
The bidders, who had participated in previous tender, dt.-03.03.2022, may give their consent letter to consider
their tender documents for the same items submitted earlier with us and may not submit the tender documents
again for this tender. The EMD and paper cost shall remain valid on their request. The corrigendum/ amendment
to this notice required shall be published only in the OMFED website and will not be published again in
newspapers. OMFED reserves the right to cancel partial or whole tender without assigning any reason thereof

Sd/- Managing Director
OIPR - 06063/11/0003/2223

CAD-75

New Delhi



OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL DIVISION

J&K LAKE CONSERVATION & MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
Dockyard Complex Ishber Nishat Northern Foreshore Road Srinagar – 191121
Head Office:Vice Chairman, J&K LCMA, MiskeenBagh, Srinagar

Ph. No: 0194-2451073 • E-Mail IDE-Mail ID: xenmechlda@gmail.com, vicechairmanjklcma@gmail.com •

website: www.jklcma.in
GISTOF e- TENDER NOTICE

NIT No: MD/LCMA/TS /2022-23/02/e-tendering Dated: 06.04.2022
For and on behalf of the Lt.Governor, J&K State, e-tenders in two (02) cover system, are invited on item wise basis
fromOriginal Equipment Manufacturers or their authorized dealers or reputed Hiring agencies for the following:

S.
No. Description

Estimated
Cost

(In lakh of Rs.)

Earnest
Money

(In lakh of Rs.)

Cost of
T/Doc.
(In Rs.)

Time of
Completion

Position
Funds

1. Hiring of Weed Harvesters cum
Trash/ Floating Weed Skimmers
including Operation and maintenance
for Dal-Nigeen Lake Part B

271.00 5.42 6000.00 2 years

(Under FY
2022-23 &
2023-24)

• Administrative Approval accorded vide no: : LCMA / 07 of 2021 – 22 dt : 21.01.2022 by Vice Chairman, J&K
LCMA, Srinagar & circulated vide letter No:-LCMA/467 /369 – 73 , Dated:-21.01.2022

• Technical Vetting Accorded vide No:CE/UEED/TS/C1/2689-90 dt:03.02.2022 by Chief Engineer, J&K UEED.
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings , bill of quantities
(B.O.Q) set of terms and conditions of the contract and other details can be seen /downloaded from the website
www.jktenders.gov.in, as per the below schedule:

1. Date of issue of Tender Notice 06.04.2022
2. Period of downloading of the bidding document From 07.04.2022(1100 HRS) to 26.04.2022 (1400 HRS)
3 Period of clarifications For clarification, if any, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division ,

LCMA be contacted from 07 - 04 - 2022 to 11- 04 -2022 on the
Mobile Nos : +919149719125, +919419004991

4. Date, Time, and place of pre-bid meeting 12.04.2022 at 11.00Hrs in the office of Vice Chairman J&K LCMA,
MiskeenBagh, Srinagar.
The intending bidders can participate through online mode as well.
However the link shall be shared to those intending bidders who
shall make a request through official mail 24 hrs before the start of
pre-bid meeting

5. Bid Submission Start Date From 13.04.2022 (10.00 HRS)
6. Bid Submission End Date 26.04.2022 (1600 HRS)
7. Cost of Bidding Document Rs. 6000/-

8. Tender document fee to be deposited in i. In the shape of e-challan as per the details given below:
FA & CAO , J&K LCMASgr
Account No : CG0229010200000001
Name : FA&CAO, J&K LCMA, Srinagar
Name of the Bank : Jammu & Kashmir Bank
Branch Name : Brain
IFSC Code : JAKA0NISHAT
Branch ID : 0229.

The Authority reserves the right to cross check genuinuity of the
receipt of tender document fee

9. Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 5.42 lacs in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to FA & CAO,
J&K Lake Conservation & Management Authority, Srinagar from
J&K Bank/State Bank /any Nationalized/Scheduled Bank having a
branch in Srinagar. The Earn est Money Deposit shall be released
after one year of successful launching, commissioning &
successful operation of the machines..

10. Date and time for opening of the Technical
Bids online

28.04.2022 at 1400 HRS in the office of Vice Chairman LCMA,
Miskeenbagh, Srinagar

11. Date & Time of opening of the Financial Bids
(online)

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

No: MD/LCMA/TS-NIT/02/ 82 - 97 Mechanical Division, LCMA
Dt: 06.04.2022 DIPK-NB-98 Srinagar

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL PROJECT DIRECTOR
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARRTMENT,

PIU NIRAMAN BHAWAN, Plot No. 27-28 , Arera Hills, BHOPAL
PHONE No. 0755-2559571 E-mail:-apdpiubhopal@gmail.com

NIT No. 47/2021/Tender/G/APD/ BHOPAL DATE 30/03/2022
Online bids for the following works are invited from registered contractors and firms of repute fulfilling registration criteria:

1 All details relating to the Bid Document (s) can be viewed and downloaded free of cost from the website. http:// mptenders.gov.in
2 Bid Document (s) can be purchased after making online payment of portal fees through Credit/Debit/Cash Card'internet Banking.
3 The Bid Document (s) can be purchased only online from 10:30 (time) 30.03.2022 (date) to 17.30 (time) 15.04.2022 (date). Other key dates may be seen in Bid Data Sheet.
4 Amendment (s) to NIT, if any, shall be published on website only, and not in newspaper.

Sd/-
ADDITIONAL PROJECT DIRECTOR

PWD PIU BHOPAL

IYSXû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ IYe °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔ ¶fWbX°f ªføYSXe, MXeIYf »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀIY ´fWX³f³ff AüSX A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSXeÜ
G-11234/22

S.
No.

Tender Portal No. Name of work District

Probable
Amount
Contract

(Rs. in lakh)

Eranest
Money

Deposit (EMD)
(in Rs.)

Cost of
Bid

Document
(in Rs.)

Period of
completion (in

months i/c
Rainy Season)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1. 2022_PWPIU_178793_3
CONSTRUCTION OF 10 ADDITIONAL CLASS ROOM FOR HIGHER SEC-
ONDARY SCHOOL BUILDING AT BELKUND BLOCK ATHNER DIST BETUL
MP. THIRD CALL

BETUI 245.29 245290 15000
10 months i/c
Rainy season

2. 2022_PWPIU_195043_1
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW BARRACK 2 (01 BOUBEL STORY) AT CENTRAL
JAIL BLOCK 'A' NARMADAPURAM

NARMADA-
PURAM

82.49 82490 10000
08 months i/c
Rainy season

3. 2022_PWPIU_194677_1

CONSTRUCTION OF 06 TRADE ITI CAMPUS ITI COLLEGE 60 SEATED BOYS
HOSTEL 60 SEATED GIRLS HOSTAL F TYPE 1 NOS H TYPE TWIN CONFIG-
URATION 2 NOS I TYPE MULTI STOREY TWIN CONFIGURATION 4 NOS
WITH SIDE DEVLOPMENT AT GAIRTGANJ DIST RAISEN MP

Raisen 1070.69 1000000 30000
15 Month i/c

Rainy season

4. 2022_PWPIU_195156_1
CONSTRUCTION OF 50 BEDDED INTEGRATED AYURVEDIC HOSPITAL AT
VILLAGE BORI, TEHSIL REHTI, DISTT. SEHORE M.P.

SEHORE 652.96 652960 20000
12 Month i/c

Rainy season

5. 2022_PWPIU_194744_1
Architectural design & DPR consultancy for architectural design & DPR consul-
tancy services for construction of various buildings works in MPPWD PIU Sehore
(Second Call)

SEHORE 5000.00 100000 12500
12 Month i/c

Rainy season

6. 2022_PWPIU_195159_1
Zonal Tender for small construction work, balance work and P.G. repairing work
under District Sehore (M.P.)

SEHORE 110.00 112830 12500
12 Month i/c

Rainy season

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
(DISTRIBUTION)

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION
CORPORATION LIMITED

EXHIBITION GROUNDS, SRINAGAR
E-mail: ce.mre.kash@gmail.com Tel No: 0194-2452001 Fax No: 0194-2453863

Extension Notice No. 1
Due to poor response, the last date for submission of e-bids against

this office e-NIT no. CE(D)/KPDCL/04 of 2021-22 dated 22/02/2022
issued for “Annual Maintenance Contract of Critical Equipment
(Hardware) and Procurement of Software Licenses and Support for
Applications Installed in DC Established at Srinagar and DRC Established
at Jammu” and hosted on www.jktenders.gov.in vide tender ID
2022_PDD_163231_1, is hereby extended as per the following schedule:

Extended Last date and time for 12/04/2022: 02:00 PM
Submission of online bid

Extended Date and time for 14/04/2022: 02:00 PM
opening of the Technical bid

The Terms of Reference (ToR) for submitting the e-bid along with
details regarding Scope, Eligibility and Application procedure shall remain
the same.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (D)

KPDCL
Nodal Officer, RAPDRP

No. CE(D)/KPDCL/677-82/TS Dated:- 06.04.2022 DIPK-NB-106

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(OF THE BRIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA) BESTBEST

TENDER NOTICE
E-tender is invited for the supply of following item.

GENERAL MANAGERPRO/AAM(M)/09/2022

Note : For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.

(2) 73013, (3) 73096, (4) 73094.

(1) Rate Contract for arranging Temporary Electric Supply for affected
services,

RE-INVITED E-TENDERS
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HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,APRIL7

IT'SRAREforanycountrythatisthelargestpro-
ducerandexporterofaproducttoexperience
domesticshortagesof thesameproduct—so
much so as to force its government to intro-
ducepricecontrolsandcurbsonshipments.
Butthat ispreciselythestoryof Indonesia

vis-à-vis palm oil. The US Department of
Agriculture (USDA)has estimated the archi-
pelago’s palm oil production for 2021-22
(October-September) at 45.5million tonnes
(mt).That’salmost60%ofthetotalglobalout-
putandwayaheadofthenextbiggerproducer:
Malaysia (18.7mt). It is also theworld’sNo.1
exporterofthecommodity,at29mt,followed
byMalaysia(16.22mt).
Yet,thecountryhasseendomesticpricesof

brandedcookingoilspiral,fromaround14,000
Indonesianrupiah(IDR)to22,000IDRperlitre
betweenMarch 2021 andMarch 2022. On
February 1, the Indonesian government im-
posed a ceiling on retail prices. Thesewere
fixedat14,000IDRfor“premium”1-,2-or5-
litrepacksandat13,500IDRfor“simple”min-
imally-labelledbelow-1-litre containers. The
pricecaps,however, ledtotheproductdisap-
pearing fromsupermarket shelves, amid re-
portsofhoardingandconsumersstanding in
long queues for hours to get a pack or two
(14,000IDRislessthan$1orRs74).
Besidesdomestic price controls, thegov-

ernmentalsomadeitcompulsoryforexporters
to sell 20%of their plannedshipments in the
domesticmarket. Thesewereagainatprede-
terminedpricesof 9,300 IDRperkg for crude
palmoil (CPO)and10,300 IDRperkg forRBD
(refined, bleached, deodourised) palmolein.
Thedomesticmarket obligationwas further
raisedto30%witheffectfromMarch10.

Plausible factors
Howdoesoneexplain this conundrum—

consumersunabletoaccessorpayingthrough
thenoseforacommodityinwhichtheircoun-
tryisthepreeminentproducerandexporter?
Therearetwopossiblereasons.
The first has to do supply disruptions—

manmadeandnatural—inothercookingoils,
especiallysunflowerandsoyabean.
Ukraine andRussia together account for

nearly80%oftheglobaltradeinsunfloweroil,
quitecomparabletothe90%shareofIndonesia
andMalaysia in palm. Russia's invasion of
UkraineonFebruary24,whichisongoing,has
resultedinportclosuresandexportersavoid-
ingBlackSeashippingroutes.Sanctionsagainst
Russia have further curtailed trade in sun-
floweroil,theworld'sthirdmostexportedveg-
etable oil (12.17mt, according toUSDAesti-
matesfor2021-22)afterpalm(49.63mt)and
soyabean(12.39mt).
Soyabean oil, too, is facing supply issues

due to dryweather in South America. The
USDAhasprojected the combined soyabean

output of Brazil, Argentina andParaguay for
2021-22tofallby9.4%,translatingintothecon-
tinent’s lowest harvest in six years. Supply
tightness in sunflower and soyabean— from
waranddrought, respectively—has, in turn,
transmittedtopalmoil.
The second factor is linked topetroleum,

more specifically theuseof palmoil as abio-
fuel. The Indonesian government has, since
2020,made30%blendingofdieselwithpalm
oilmandatory aspart of aplan to slash fossil
fuel imports. The country’s domestic con-
sumptionof palmoil is forecast at 17.1mt, of
which7.5mtis forbio-dieselandthebalance
9.6mttowardshouseholdandotheruse.
“Palmoilgetting increasinglydiverted for

bio-diesel is leaving less quantity available,
both for thedomestic cookingoil andexport
market,”saidBVMehta,executivedirectorof
the Mumbai-based Solvent Extractors'
Association of India. Suchdiversion has be-
comeallthemoreattractivewithBrentcrude

priceshardeningposttheUkrainianwar—to
aclosinghighof$127.98perbarrelonMarch8
andstayingelevatedat$100-pluslevels.

Impact on India
India is theworld’s biggest vegetable oils

importer. Out of its annual imports of 14-15
mt, thelion’sshareisofpalmoil (8-9mt), fol-
lowedbysoyabean(3-3.5mt)andsunflower
(2.5). Indonesiahasbeen India's top supplier
of palm oil, though it was overtaken by
Malaysiain2021-22(seetable).
OnMarch16-17, the Indonesiangovern-

ment lifted its retail price caps on palm oil
alongwiththe30%domesticmarketsaleob-
ligation on exporters. At the same time, it
leviedaprogressivetaxonexports, linkedto
a reference price for CPO. These rates range
from$175pertonne(whenthereferenceex-
port price is $1,000-1,050) to $375 (when
pricesareabove$1,500).
The restrictions on exports, even in the

formof levy,takeintocognizanceIndonesia's
higher population (27.5 crore, against
Malaysia's3.25crore)aswellas itsambitious
bio-fuel programme (Malaysia is still to fully
implement even20%palmoil admixture in
diesel).Tothatextent,theworld–moreso,the
bigger importer India –will have to get used
tolowersuppliesfromIndonesia.
Meanwhile, import prices of edible oils

have eased from their lastmonth peaks, al-
thoughhigherthanoneyearback.Thatshould
provide somerelief, both forhouseholdsand
industrialconsumers(includingsoapandcos-
meticmakers)inIndia.
Landed prices of CPO (cost plus freight,

Mumbai) are currently ruling around$1,750
pertonne,asagainst$2,000and$1,175atthis
time lastmonthandayear ago, respectively.
Thecorrespondingimportprices(currentver-
susmonth-agoandyear-ago)stoodat$1,690
($1,960 and $1,115) for RBDpalmolein and
$1,800 ($1,925 and $1,290) for crude de-
gummedsoyabeanoil.

Indonesia’s palm oil crisis
SIMPLYPUT

Theworld’s largestproducerandexporterofpalmoil is facingdomesticshortages, leadingtoprice
controlsandexportcurbs.Whatexplainsthissituation,andwhataretheimplicationsfor India?

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, APRIL7

ON WEDNESDAY, the National Medical
Commission (NMC) released a set of three
draft regulations on the registrationof doc-
tors on theNationalMedical Register, espe-
ciallyonceaplanned licentiate examstarts.
The draft regulations are available on the
NMCwebsite,andcommentscanbesentto
emrb.regn@nmc.org.inuntilMay5.
Allexistingprocedureswillcontinueun-

til the licentiateexam,calledNExT,begins.

Whatarethedraftguidelines?
ThethreedraftregulationsareLicenseto

Practice Medicine, 2022; Registration of
Additional Qualifications, 2022; and
Temporary Registration of ForeignMedical
PractitionertoPracticeMedicineinIndia.At
present,alldoctorshavetoregisterwiththeir
respective statemedical councils, without
which they cannot practicemedicine. The
newguidelinesdealwiththeprocessof reg-
istrationwith thenational register.
As per the guidelines. Indian medical

graduateshave to complete theirMBBSde-
gree from a recognised college, complete a
mandatory 12-month internship, and pass
theyet-to-be-implementedNExT(National
ExitTest) forgetting their registration.

Whataboutforeigngraduates?
Foreignmedical graduates (anyonewho

hasearnedhisorherdegree fromaninstitu-
tion outside) have to complete theirMBBS-
equivalent degree from amedical institute
“recognised and listed by theNMC” in other
countries, be eligible for registration in that
country, complete a 12-month internship in
India,andpassthesameNExTexamasgrad-
uates from India. So far, graduates from for-
eigninstituteshadtoclearascreeningtestbe-
foreregistration,whileIndiangraduateswere
eligible for registrationdirectlyafterclearing
theirMBBSfinals.
Atpresent,theNMCdoesnothavealistof

recognisedforeignmedicalinstitutes.Itdoes,
however, have a set of minimum require-
ments— such as a 54-month course, or the
mediumofteachingbeingEnglish—fortheir
degrees toberecognised in India.
Also,foreignmedicalgraduatesasofnow

aresupposedtocompleteayear-longintern-
ship inthecountryof theirstudyanddoan-
otheryear-longinternshipinIndia.Thenew
guidelinesdonot specify this.
The draft also makes provisions for

short-durationregistrationsfordoctorsfrom
other countries to study in India, or do fel-
lowships,researchetc.Theyalsohaveapro-
visionforregisteringforeignmedicalexperts
forpracticingmedicine(suchaslivesurger-
ies) at aworkshop or seminar in India. The

temporary registration can be for a maxi-
mumof 12months.

HowwillNExTwork?
NexT in India is similar to the United

States Medical Licensing Examination
(USMLE) in that country. The examwill act
asacountry-widestandardisedtestforpass-
ingMBBS,forgrantingofalicence,aswellas
a qualification test for post-graduation
courses. Thiswill replace the currentNEET-
PGthatstudentshavetositforaftercomplet-
ingtheirMBBScourse,andafterone-yearin-
ternship. Studentswill nowhave to appear
forNExTatboth thesestages.
Theexamwillbeheld intwoparts–one

written and one practical, where the stu-
dentswillbejudgedontheirclinicalacumen.
NExTislikelytobegin2024onwards,ac-

cording toofficials.

What is thenationalmedical register it
seekstocreate?
The current nationalmedical register is

createdbycollatingdata fromall states.The
draft regulation seeks to create a dynamic
andregularlyupdatedregister.
TheNMCwill issueauniqueIDtoallstu-

dentswho pass NEET and get admission to
recognisedmedicalcolleges,whichwillup-
datetheirstudentdataandputupalldegrees
andcertificates.ThesameIDwillbeupdated

whenthestudentdoespostgraduation,asu-
per-specialtycourse,oranyotherrecognised
trainingprogramme.
Thedraftguidelinesalsoputtheonuson

the doctors to keepupdating their registra-
tionwithdetailsofadditionalqualifications,
andchangeinvariousdetails.Atpresent,reg-
istration is updated onlywhen doctors re-
register themselvesevery fiveyears.

Howwilladynamicregisterhelp?
Currently, different states follow differ-

entnorms fordeletingnames.Delhi, for ex-
ample, doesnotdelete thenamesof gradu-
ates whomove to other states before the
completion of the five-year duration; they
simplygiveano-objectioncertificateforreg-
istration in the other state. This essentially
results induplicationof data.
Thefive-year laginupdatingtheregister

alsomeansthatmanydoctorswhohavere-
tired or died continue to be on the register
foryears.Forthisreason,wheneverthegov-
ernment takes stock of the number of doc-
tors inthecountry, theyassumeonly80%of
those registeredareactive.
Withaconsolidatednationalregisterand

uniqueID,therewillbenoduplicationofdata.
Thedataisalsolikelytobeupdatedmorefre-
quently, resulting in a comprehensive data-
base, which can then be sharedwith state
governmentsorotherhealthprogrammes.

Draft guidelines for registration of doctors

INDIA’S IMPORTSOFPALMOIL (IN LAKHTONNES)
Fiscal Crudepalmoil Refinedpalmoil Totalpalmoil
(Apr-Mar) Indonesia Malaysia Indonesia Malaysia Crude Refined

2015-16 37.09 33.76 21.48 4.24 71.12 25.72
2016-17 33.37 19.61 23.15 6.27 53.56 29.43
2017-18 45.85 17.21 23.57 4.16 67.50 27.73
2018-19 41.57 17.13 16.78 7.17 64.15 25.21
2019-20 42.72 14.89 3.71 17.9 61.76 25.02
2020-21 40.95 27.99 1.13 0.05 73.92 1.32
2021-22* 21.27 28.43 6.93 2.15 59.78 11.19
*Apr-Jan. Source:DepartmentofCommerce
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HAVINGEMBARKEDona ratehike cycle in
its previous meeting held in March, the
FederalOpenMarketCommittee (FOMC) is
set to reduce the size of its balance sheet in
theforthcomingmeetinginMay.
AccordingtotheminutesoftheMarch15-

16 FOMCmeeting releasedonWednesday,
theUnitedStates Federal Reservemay start
the process of reducing itsmassive bond
holdings at the fastest pace of $95billion a
monthbeginningMay-June2022,inabidto
furthertightencreditacrosstheeconomyto
keepinflationundercheck.

TheFedhadannounceda25basispoint
increaseinthebenchmarkinterestratesaf-
teritsmeetinglastmonth,andindicatedsix
morehikesthisyeartoreinininflation.
Following the releaseof theminutes of

the FOMC meeting on Wednesday, the
benchmarkSensexatBSE fell575pointsor
0.97percentonThursday,asFPIspulledout
anetofRs5,009crorefromIndianequities.

Bondholdings
Withelevated inflation and tight labour

marketconditions,participantsattheFOMC
meetingagreedonreducingthesizeofitsbal-
ance sheetbeginning thenextpolicymeet-
inginMay.Theycalledforafasterpaceofde-
cline in securities holdings than in2017-19,
whenithitapeakof$50billionamonth.
The participants agreed that “monthly

capsofabout$60billionforTreasurysecuri-
ties and about $35 billion for agencyMBS
(mortgage-backedsecurities)wouldlikelybe
appropriate”.Accordingtotheminutes,“par-
ticipantsalsogenerallyagreed that thecaps

could be phased in over a period of three
monthsormodestly longerifmarketcondi-
tionswarrant.”
Thismeanstheycangoforareductionin

thebalancesheetbyupto$95billionamonth.
AttheMarchmeeting,theparticipantshad

agreed“theyhadmadesubstantialprogress
ontheplanandthattheCommitteewaswell
placed tobegin theprocess of reducing the
sizeof thebalancesheet asearlyasafter the
conclusionof itsupcomingmeetinginMay”.

Fedbalance sheet
The Federal Reserve balance sheet that

stoodat$4.1trilliononFebruary24,2020,rose
to $7.3 trillionby theendof December that
year,andcurrentlystandsat$8.9 trillion—it
hasmorethandoubledoverthelasttwoyears.
The increase in the Fed’s assetswas the

result of large-scalepurchaseof assets from
March2020,whentheworldeconomywas
hit by the Covid-19 pandemic. As the Fed
moved to support theeconomy, it provided
liquiditybypurchasingassetsandextending

loans tobanks. The credit helped the econ-
omyandsupportedthefinancialmarkets.

Balance sheet reduction
Thereductioninthebalancesheetmeans

thatwhiletheFedwillnotbuysecuritiesfrom
thebanking system, itwill alsonot reinvest
inthesecuritiesthatmature. Itcouldalsogo
forasaleofsecuritiesonitsbalancesheetlater.
According to theminutes of themeet-

ing, participants agreed that after under-
taking the balance sheet runoff (not rein-
vestinginmaturingsecurities), theFedcan
consider salesofmortgage-backedsecuri-
ties. “Committee decision to implement a
programofagencyMBSsaleswouldbean-
nouncedwell inadvance.”
Expertssaythiswouldleadtoareduction

in the availability of liquidity. “Therewill be
lessliquidityinthesystemandlessinvestible
fundsavailableforinvestmentswithFPIs.So
theflowstotheemergingmarketscouldre-
ducegoing forward,”MadanSabnavis, chief
economist,BankofBaroda,said.

Impact onequitymarkets
Iftheinfusionofliquidityoverthelasttwo

yearspushedthestockmarketstonewhighs,
thewithdrawal of liquidity toowill have
repercussions,albeit limitedasitwillbecal-
ibrated.Thursday'sfallintheSensexfollowed
news that the Fedwould start reducing its
balancesheetatthepaceofupto$95billion
permonth. TheNikkei fell 1.7%,Hang Seng
1.2%andShanghaiComposite1.4%.
Expertssaythatwhilethereductioninliq-

uiditywill reducetheavailabilityof fundsto
beinvestedinemergingmarkets,anincrease
in interest rates by the Fedwill lead to out-
flowsfromdomesticequitymarkets.

FPI flows
InlinewithFedannouncementsoverthe

last fewmonths—firstontheincrease in in-
terest rate and thenon the reduction in the
size of the balance sheet—FPIs have been
pulling out of Indian markets. Between
January andMarch , FPIs pulled anet of Rs
110,018crorefromIndianequities.Initialcon-

cernsonaccountofinflationandratehikesin
theUSwereaggravatedbythewarinUkraine.
Net outflows in JanuarywereRs33,303

crore,whichincreasedtoRs35,592croreand
Rs41,123croreinFebruaryandMarchrespec-
tively.TheMarch figurewas thehighest ina
month since theoutflowof Rs 61,973 crore
seeninMarch2020,whenIndiaannounced
theCovid-19lockdown.
However,fundoutflowshaveslowedover

thelast20days,andexpertssaythattheFPIs
that had topull out onaccount of the Fed's
anticipatedmovehavedonesoalready—and
thatthereislesslikelihoodofstringoutflows
going forward.Over four tradingsessions in
April, FPIs have invested a net of Rs 12,202
croreinIndianequities.
In themeantime, domestic institutional

investors, ledbystringinflowsfromretail in-
vestors, haveenhanced their flows into the
markets.While FPIs pulled out a net of Rs
76,715crore inFebruaryandMarch,DIIs in-
vestedanetofRs81,761croreinthesamepe-
riod,morethanmakingupfortheFPIpullouts.
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THEUNITEDNationsGeneral Assembly
(UNGA) on Thursday suspended Russia
from the UN Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) aspart of theglobal response to
theallegedwar crimes inBucha,Ukraine,
where bodies ofmore than300 civilians
have been found after thewithdrawal of
Russianforces.
THECOUNCIL: It is an inter-govern-

mentalbodytaskedwithstrengtheningthe
promotionandprotectionofhumanrights.
It makes recommendations on human
rights violations, and candiscuss all the-
matic human rights issues and situations.
TheCouncil,whichreplacedtheformerUN
CommissiononHumanRights,wascreated
bytheUNGAonMarch15,2006.
MEMBERSHIP:TheCouncil ismade

upof 47UNMemberStateselectedbythe
UNGA.AfricanandAsia-PacificStateshave
13seatseach;LatinAmericanandCaribbean
States,8,WesternEuropeanandotherStates,
7;andEasternEuropeanStates,6.Member
Statesserveforthreeyears.TheCouncilhas
a five-personBureau, consistingof apresi-
dentandfourvice-presidentsrepresenting

oneof the five regional groups,whoserve
for a year each. The current president is
FedericoVillegasofArgentina.
ELIGIBILITY:TheUNGAtakes intoac-

countthecandidateStates’contributionto
the promotion andprotection of human
rights,aswellastheirvoluntarypledgesand
commitments. “Withmembershiponthe
Council comes a responsibility to uphold
highhumanrightsstandards.Thisisacrite-
ria insistedonbyStates themselveswhen
they adopted resolution60/251 inMarch
2006tocreatetheHumanRightsCouncil,”
saystheCouncil.Itisthiscommitmentthat
Russiaisallegedtohavewilfullyviolatedin
Ukraine.Russia’sthree-yeartermasmem-
beroftheCouncilbeganonJanuary1,2021.
MEETINGS:TheCouncilholdsat least

threeRegularSessionseveryyear,inMarch,
June, andSeptember, for a total of at least
10weeks. Itmet in its latest (49th) regular
sessionfromFebruary28toApril1,2022.If
a thirdof theMember states requests, the
Councilcandecideatanytimetoholdaspe-
cialsessiontoaddresshumanrightsviola-
tionsandemergencies.

WHATISUNHUMANRIGHTSCOUNCIL,
WHOSEMEMBERSHIPRUSSIAHASLOST
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NIT No. 01/Dy.SE(P)SR-II/ (2022-23)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 18 (2022-23)

Sd/-
Dy. SE (P)SR-II

S.
No.

Name of work Estimated
Cost

Tender
Fee

Date release of tender in
procurement solution

and tender ID

Last date / time of
receipt of tender e-

procurement solution

1 Construction of link channel through micro
tunneling to connect treated effluent channels
from WWTP Okhla to river Yamuna via Abul
Fazal Drain.

Lump Sum Rs.
1500/-

2022_DJB_220211_1 25.04.2022
up to 03:00 PM

“STOP CORONA” (I) WEAR MASK, (II) FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING (III) MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADD. CHIEF ENGINEER (C)-4

ROOM NO. 307, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I, JHANDEWALAN,
NEW DELHI-110005

Corrigendum Notice No. : 8120212022
Date : 06.04.2022

Sr. Divl. Engineer-V
North Central Railway, Prayagraj

The approximate amount and earnest money of above mentioned tender

no. 197 is being modified and should be read as under:-

11sstt CCoorrrriiggeenndduumm

NNOORRTTHH CCEENNTTRRAALL RRAAIILLWWAAYY,, PPRRAAYYAAGGRRAAJJ

Tender

No.
Name of Work

Existing

approximate

cost and Earnest

money of Work

Modified

approximate

cost and Earnest

money of work

N a m e o f W o r k :

Replacement of existing

damagend washable

apron with ballasted

track along on PF 6 (Line

No. 6) in Tundla Yard

underADEN/T/TDL. 3958387.24 79200.00

197

Existing

Eligibility

Criteria

for similar

work

5757093.25 115200/-

316/22 (P)

@@ CCPPRROONNCCRRwwwwww..nnccrr..iinnddiiaannrraaiillwwaayyss..ggoovv..iinnNNoorrtthh cceennttrraall rraaiillwwaayy

Existing Eligibility Criteria for Similar work : Nil

Modified Existing Eligibility Criteria for similar work : P-way work

Other terms and condition of Tender Notice will remain the same.

Approx

Cost

(Rs.)

(Modified)

Earnest

Money

Approx

Cost

(Rs.)

Government of India,
Department of Atomic Energy, Heavy Water Plant (Kota)
e-Tender invitation notice no. - HWPK/ELECT/2022/Col AMC/105

Online item rate tenders are invited through e-Tendering mode for “Annual Maintenance of
Electrical fitting/accessories in steet lighting installations, residentail quarters and public
buildings at Heavy Water Plant (Kota) Colony, Rawatbhata” by General Manager, Heavy Water
Plant (Kota), Post: Anushakti- 323303, Via- Kota (Rajasthan) for and On behalf of the President of
India, form approved, eligible and experienced contractors. Estimated cost of work: Rs. 4140953/-,
EMD. Rs. 82,819/-, Work Completion Time 18 Months.
Tender document can be viewed/downloaded from 08.04.2022 (10:00 hrs) to 19.04.2022 (16:00 hrs).
The last date for online submission of tender is 19.04.2022 (16:00 hrs). The technical bids will be
opened on 21.04.2022 at 15:00 hrs.
The detailed NIT and Tender Documents are available on the website
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for free to view/download. The detailed NIT can be seen at
website www.hwb.gov.in. For further information please contact Telephone no. 01475-
242201/242217, fax - 01475-242203 on all working days.

General Manager
For & on behalf of President of India.
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Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

I,JAISICA, D/O.JITENDERRANA,
H.NO.76,BABBARCHOWKTO
PALAMAPARTMENTBIJWASAN
VILLAGE ,SOUTH-WESTDELHI-
110061,Changedmyname to
JAISICARANA, permanently.

0040609247-3

II,,VVrriinnddaaRani Sharma,W/o-Om
PrakashSharma,R/o-H.No.
19/13, Second-Floor,West Patel
Nagar, Delhi,have changedmy
name toVrindaSharma, for all
purposes. 0040609245-7

II,,UUttttkkrriisshhtt Gupta,S/oAjay
KumarGuptaR/o-3, BDState
Lucknow-RoadTimarpurCivil-
Lines,Delhi-110054,have
changedmyname toUtkrisht
Gupta. 0040609241-4

II,,SShhiioobbeerr SinghS/O,Ramjeet
SinghR/O,G-1/127B, Gali.No-1,
G-1-BlockPanchvaPusta
Sonia-Vihar SabhapurDelhi-
110094,have changedmyname
toSomvir Singh. 0040609241-8

II,,SSaauurraabbhh SinghS/o-Charn
Singh, R/o-HouseNo.506,
Rajokri, NewDelhi-110038have
changedmyname from
SaurabhSingh toSourabh
Singhvideaffidavit dated
12.03.2022 beforeKapashera
disttmagistrate, Delhi

0040609197-1

I Vikas s/oRanjit singhR/o
A7/44 Sector 15Rohini Delhi
has changedmyname from
Vikas toVikasKumar

0050195010-1

I Rajniw/oVikasKumarR/o
A7/44 Sector 15Rohini Delhi
has changedmyname from
Rajni toRajni Bala

0050195009-1

II,,SSaarraavvaann S/oRamavatar R/o
House.No.7(Nai),456(Old),
Pragati Vihar,Khoda
Colony,Ghazaiabd,UP,Have
ChangedMyName toSaravan
Vimal ForAll,FuturePurposes

0040609259-1

II,,SSUUNNIITTAARANI,W/O-SHRAJU
THAPA,R/O3-3-4,MULTI
STORY,SERVANTQUARTER,
SECTOR-13,RKPURAM,NEW
DELHI-110066,HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOSHOBHAFORALL
PURPOSES. 0040609259-2

II,,PPrreeeettaammKaurKochhar,W/o
ManmohanSinghKochharR/o-
C-68Rajouri-GardenNew-
Delhi-110027,have changedmy
name toPritamKaurKochhar.

0040609241-10

II,,PPaarrvviinnddeerr KaurW/O Inderjeet
SinghR/OA-300, Block-A,
J.J.Colony, Choukhandi, Tilak
Nagar,New-Delhi-110018,Have
ChangedmyName toRavinder
Kaur. 0040609245-8

PPrriiyyaannkkaa SpouseOfKuldeep
KumarArmyNo- 15210788M
Rank-HavildarUnit – 214RKT
REGTResidentOfVillage-
Keeratpur, Post- Bamoti, Teh-
Khair , Dist- AligarhUPPIN-
202138 InMyHusbandArmy
RecordMyNameWrongly
EnteredAsPriyankaKumari
ButMyCorrectName Is
PriyankaVideAffidvt Date-
7/4/2022 0070780159-1

MMyyMaidenName is Shalini
Guptad/o Late Sh. Padam
ChandGupta r/oB-405, Unesco
Appt I.P. ExtnPatparganj, New
Delhi 110092. That I gotmarried
to SanjayAggarwal on 30th
April 1993 atNewDelhi. After
marriagemyname is Shalini
Aggarwal and the same is
reflected in allmy legal
documents. 0040609186-2

MMyyMaidenName isAlkaGupta
d/o Late Sh. PadamChand
Gupta r/oNearRawal Pindi
Jweler 2299GhantaGhar Subzi
MandiNewDelhi 110007. That I
gotmarried toNeeraj Goel on
7thDecember 1993 atNew
Delhi. Aftermarriagemyname
isAlkaGoel and the same is
reflected in allmy legal
documents. 0040609186-1

II,,PPaarrmmiinnddeerr Kaur,D/oRanbir
SinghAnand,W/oSh.Ajit Singh
Jolly,R/o.L-21, Lajpat-Nagar-
II,South-Delhi,Delhi-110024,
have changedmyname to
ParminderKaur Jolly after-
marriagewith Sh.Ajit Singh
Jolly,for all purposes.

0040609247-6

II,,NNoo--99110022996677KK,,HHaavv-- Sep-Azad
AhmadBeig S/O-Mohd
MajnoonBeig ,R/O-Wavoora
Lolab, Tehsil- Lalpora, District-
Kupwara. Inmyservice records
thenameandDoB ofmyson
andDoBofmydaughter has
beenwronglymentioned Son
asMohdRashadDoB-08-02-
2009 insteadof FaizanAzadDo
B- 01-05-2012 anddaughter
namely SaniyaAzadDoB-20-
06-2007 insteadof 09-04-2008.It
needs correction.Objections
be filed toUnit 675DSC-PL
within sevendays.

0020437110-1

II,,JJaannaarrddaannprasad sharmaalias
janardhaprasadalias
janardhanprasad sharma,s/o
late.Bishamberdutt Barthwal
alias Bishamberdutt sharma
alias B.D. Barthwal alias
vishamberdutt Barthwal,
R/o.KD-108.MIG-flats,KD-block
pitampura,North-West-Delhi
Delhi. 110034,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownas JANARDANPRASAD
BARTHWAL. 0040609247-4

II,, SarlaWadhhwa,D/OShkishan
Chand, R/O13/8OldRajinder
NagarNewDelhi- 110060have
changedmyname toSarla
wadhwa. 0070780111-1

II,, RakeshSharmaS/OBaij Nath
SharmaR/O J-122,West Patel
Nagar, NewDelhi- 110008have
changedmyname toRakesh
Kumar Sharma. 70780124-1

II,,PPaarrbbhhjjoott Singh,S/oHarjit
Singh,R/o.B-21 F.F, Gali.No11,
AnandpurDhamColonyKarala
Kanjhawala,Delhi-110081,have
changedmyname toParbjot
Singh. 0040609241-5

II,, ANITAPRAGHMODEW/oArmy
No14683927LNK DEGURE
BANDUVR/oVILL -GADEWADI
POST –WAYGAONTEH
–AHMEDPURDIST - LATURPIN -
413514MAHARASHTRA,Have
changedmyNameFromANITA
PRAGHMODEToANITABANDU
DEGURE for all FuturePurpose
videaffidavit dt. 28/03/2022
beforeNotaryPublicDelhi.

0040608106-6

II,,PPRRAADDIIPP BISWAS,S/OGUNAKAR
BISWAS,R/oA-141/403,
Shalimar-GardenExtension-
2,Sahibabad, Ghaziabad
(UP)have changedmyname to
PRADIPKUMARBISWAS.

0040609241-2

II,,NNiittiikkaa PunhaniW/o-Sh.
AbhishekPunhani R/o-H.No.
1609,CarnationTower,Gaur
Saundaryam,GreaterNoida
West,GB-Nagar,U.P.-201318,
have changedmy,name from
NitikaMahani toNitika
Punhani,aftermarriage for all
purposes. 0040609247-7

II,,NNaarraannddeerr SinghS/oDaryao
SinghR/o FlatNo.405,C&D-
BlockDDA,SFS-Flats Shalimar,
BaghDelhi-110088,changedmy
name toNarander Singh
Sharawat. 0040609245-9

II,,MMoohhiitt Gupta S/o,BrijMohan
GuptaR/o-604, Technology-
Apartments, Plot-No.24, I.P.-
Extension, Patparganj, Delhi-
110092,have changed
my-minor daughter’s name
MedhaGupta toMahikaGupta.
Aged-12-years. 0040609247-1

II,,MMoohhaammmmaaddTabishHasan,S/o
ManzoorHasan,R/o.A-34A, 3rd-
Floor Shaheen-Bagh,Abul-
Fazal Enclave,NewDelhi-
110025,inform thatmy father
namewrongly-written
Manzoor Sahan inmypassport
butmy father correct-name is
ManzoorHasan. 0040609247-5

II,,MMaannoojj Devi,spouseof,Ashok
Kumar Jangid,resident of,
H.No.B-8,ShyamVihar -1, New
Delhi-43,have changedmy
name fromManoj toManoj
Devi videaffidavit dated-
7.Apr.22, before-notaryDelhi.

0040609249-4

II,,HHeemmllaattaa Kumari AliasHemlata
Mudgal,D/oShivKumar
Sharma,W/oPramodKumar,
R/oQuarter.No-692, Type-
3,Block-4,NewTihar-Complex
Central Jail,Desu-Colony,
Janakpuri, Delhi-110058,have
changedmyname toHemlata
Mudgal. 0040609259-3

II,,DDeeeeppaakkGuptaR/o.1833, Gali-
No.2, Giriraj-Colony, Hathras-
204101, U.P. declares that I have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughterAvarnyaGupta to
MyshaGupta for all Purposes.

0040609204-1

II,,AArrmmyyNo.16020324P, Rank
L/Hav.nameSandeep,VPO.
AkheriMadanpur-Tehsil
Matanhail-Distt.Jhajjar
(Haryana),declare that inmy
ServiceRecordmywife name
iswrongly-Recordedas
Sangeetawhereasher correct-
nameSangita vide-Affidavit,
No.J0282022C31.Date-
28.03.2022. 0040609245-1

II,, VirenderKumar S/oMani Ram
R/O-H.No-159, 3rd Floor, Jagriti
Enclave, AnandVihar, Delhi-
110092, have changedmy
minor Son’s name from
ARYMANKUMARaged10 years
toARYAMANKUMAR forever.

0070780123-1

II,, JasmeenPanesarD/O,Harish
Inderpal SinghR/OT-601,
PlumeriaGardenEstate,
Omicron-3, GreaterNoida,
Kasana, Gautambudhnagar -
201310dohereby solemnly
affirmanddeclare that
JasmeenChawlaPanesar,
JasmeenPanesar, and
Jasmeenare indicatingand
referringmyself as a sameand
one identical person, not to
different personwhatsoever
andshall hereafter beKnown
as JasmeenChawlaPanesar

0040609187-1

II,, DeepakSharmaS/oRishi Raj
SharmaR/oC-25, Sec-53,
Noida, UP, have changedmy
name toDeepakKumar
Sharma for all futurepurposes.

0070780160-1

II,, Swati JainW/o. Siddharth
Sharma, R/o. C - 161, C-Block,
Vikaspuri,Delhi have changed
myname toSwati Jain Sharma.

0040609194-1

II,, SuriyaKalon, akaNilzaAngmo
Kalonw/oTsering Stobdan
KalonR/oG-31 2nd FLR, Tulip
Garden, Sector 57, Gurugram,
would like to changemyname
toSuriyaKalon for all practical
purposes 0040609238-1

II,, SomeshS/oKrishanMurari Lal
PathakR/o Flat.No-2204,
Tower-B2, CleoCounty, Sec-
121, Noida, GautamBudh
Nagar, U.P. have changedmy
name toSomeshPathak for all
futurepurposes.

0070780153-1

II,,KKIIRRAANN JAITLYS/OHARVANSH
R/oB-339,Brij Vihar, Chander
Nagar, Ghaziabad, UP,have
changedmyname toKIRAN
KANT JAITLY. 0040609241-1

II,,KKRPremKumar,S/o-Raghva
Kaimal,R./o.Quarter.No.2,Germ
anEmbassy,Niti-Marg,
Chanakyapuri, New-Delhi-
110021,have changedmyname
toPremKumarKaimal.

0040609245-10

II,, Rishi KumarAggarwal S/o
RamKumarR/oG-1/62 First
Floor Sector-15Rohini Delhi
have changedmynameas
Rishi KumarGupta
permanently. 0040609201-1

II,,MMDD..MMuunnnnaa S/o-Anwar,R/o:D-
590,Third Floor,J.J.Colony,
PaschimVihar, NewDelhi-
63,HaveChangedMyName to
MD.Islam,for all Future
Purposes. 0040609241-9

II,,MMAATTLLOOOOBBAHMADS/OABDUL
HAMIDR/OHNO.10/78-A,
BLOCK-B,DDA-FLATS,
INDERLOK,DELHI-110035.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOMOHD
MATLOOB. 0040609245-3

II,,LLaauudd TawarW/o, Ramchander
No.253699GSGT,R/oWZ-
1339,Nangal Raya,ND-46,have
changedmyname to LadoDevi
all purposes vide,affidavit
dt.6.4.2022. 0040609241-11

II,,KKuullddiipp Singh,S/o Late Iqbal
Singh,R/o-H.No.110Gali
No.3,DurgaPuri Extn.,Shahdara
Delhi-110093,havechangedmy
name toKuldeepSingh,for all
purposes 0040609241-3

II,,KKmm..PPoooojjaaPathak,W/oVijay
KumarSharma,R/o-321G/F,
Gangotri Apartment Sector-
12,Dwarka,Delhi-110078, have
changedmyname toPooja
Sharma. 0040609241-6

II,,KKaammlleesshhW/oBalwinder Singh
R/oB-670BabaColonyBurari
Delhi have changedmyname
toKamleshKaur. 0040609245-5

II,,SnehaDeD/oGp. Capt.
AchchyutKumarR/o J-207, 1st
Floor, Jal VayuVihar, Sector-25,
Noida-201301, Uttar Pradesh,
have changedmyname from
SnehaDeGupta to SnehaDe for
all futurepurposes.

0040609273-1

II,,BipinKumarSangwanS/o
Sajjan SinghSangwanR/oA-
1/18, Sector-18, Rohini, Delhi-
110089have changedmyname
toBipin Sangwan. 40609247-2

IIRavikant S/oSureshKumarR/o
H.No-2/949, Gali No-3, Shankar
GardanLinePar, Bahadurgarh,
Jhajjar, Haryana-124507, have
changedmyname toRavikant
Sharma 0070780170-1

IIRameshKumarS/oChandru
Mal, R/oB-503, Supertech
Livingston, CrossingRepublic,
UP-201016have changedmy
name toRameshKumar
Pahuja. 0070780179-1

I Renu JanghuD/o Jawahar
Singhbornon 16-03-1990
residingat 142,Pitampura
Village,Delhi-34 have changed
myname toRenuBeniwal vide
affidavit dated 04-04-2022 at
Delhi 0050194919-1

II,,CChhaannpprreeeettKaur Sabharwal
W/o Jaipal SinghR/oWZ-1B/9
NewSahibpuraTilak-Nagar
Delhi have changedmyname
toChanpreet Kaur. 40609245-6

II,,BBoobbyy S/oOmPrakash,R/o 2448-
49, IInd Floor Punjabi-Basti
SubjiMandi,Delhi,have
changedmyname toBobby
Verma. 0040609241-7

II,,ShaifaliW/oLalit Parsad
Chugh, R/oTower-4 , FlatNo-
803, Amrapali GrandSec- Zeta-
1, Sakipur, GreaterNoida, UP,
have changedmyname to
Shaifali Chugh for all Purposes.

0070780132-1

II,,SanjayKumar Jain S/oShri
DeshRaj R/oT-12, GF, Eldeco,
ResidencyGreenSec.-PI,
GreaterNoidaGautambudh
Nagar(U.P.), have changedmy
name fromSanjay Jain to
SanjayKumar Jain for all future
purposes. 0070780155-1

II,, Lalit ParsadS/ODurga
ParshadChugh, R/OTower-4,
FlatNo -803Amrapali Grand
Sec-Zeta-1, Sakipur, Greater
Noida, UP, have changedmy
name to Lalit ParsadChugh for
all purpose. 0070780133-1

II,,GGuurrtteegg SinghKohli,S/o Jaspal
SinghKohli,R/oP.No.8 K.No-
41/19/1GurunanakEnclave
Nilothi Extn.,Nangloi Delhi,
have changedmyname to
GurtegSingh. 0040609245-4

II,,JJaayynnaammGautamBokadia S/o
GautamBokadiaR/o,72,2nd-
Floor,StateBankColony,
G.T.Karnal Road,Delhi-110009,
have changedmyname to
JaynamBokadia all,purposes
infuture. 0040609245-2

II,,M.K. SinghS/oDevendra
PrasadSinghR/o 82/L, CGH
Complex, VasantVihar, New
Delhi-110057, have changedmy
name toManoj Kumar Singh.

0040609185-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients, ASHOK KUMAR S/o Late Shri OM
PARKASH and his wife RAJ R/o Ho. No.
7496, Sidharth Nagar Multani Dhandha,
Pahar Ganj, Delhi-110055, declare that they
have debarred their real Son “MANISH
KUMAR”, AND his daughter in law “SHALU”,
from their all movable/immovable Properties,
Bank Accounts and any kind of Assets or
liabilities and my clients will not be
responsible for anything done wrong by them
in future, my client and his wife and his son
Neeraj Kumar and his daughter in law
Sulekha and his son Ravi Kumar and his
daughter Deepa will not keep any kind of
relation with his said wards. This public notice
is of your kind information.

Sd/-
RANJAN (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D/2614/2013
CHAMBER NO. K-111, GROUND FLOOR,

TIS HAZARI COURT, DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Uday Singh
Alias Pappu and Latesh both R/o A-39,
Shyam Colony, Budh Vihar, Phase-2,
Delhi-110086, have severed all the relations
with his/her Daughter namely-Sangeeta
(D.O.B- 06.03.1999) and disowned her from
all their movable and immovable properties.
For all references, my client is not related,
interested, concerned or responsible in any
manner for the acts, deeds, commitments and
liabilities of above said Sangeeta, as she has
gone beyond their control and is living and
acting as per her own wishes. Anyone dealing
with above said Sangeeta shall be doing so
entirely at his/her own personal risk and
liability.

Sd/-
SUMIT GARG

Advocate
E.No. D/3790/2010

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it know to all that my client, Smt. Vina W/o
Sh. Ramesh Chandra R/o 809, Gali No.-3,
Prem Gali, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi-110031 have
severed all her relationship from her son Sh.
Surender and his wife Smt. Deepti and
debarred and disowned both of them from all
movable and immovable assets and
properties of my client due to their bad, anti-
social & uncivilized behavior towards my
client and other family member. My client
shall not be held liable for any kind of acts and
misdeeds of aforesaid persons, if any
committed by them. Any person dealing with
them in any respect whatsoever shall do so at
his/her/their own risk, cost and
consequences.

Sd/-
Ujwal Ghai

Advocate
Chamber No. 329-30, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is publicly informed that my client.
DEVKI NANDAN S/O MAN PAL and
SHAKUNTALA W/o DEVKI NANDAN,
R/o 3488/1-B, NARANG COLONY, TRI
NAGAR, DELHI-110035, have
disowned and severed all their relations
with their son SUBODH and debarred
from their movable and immovable
properties/assets due to his
misbehavior. If any person,
organization, institution dealing with him
in civil and criminal matter shall be
doing at his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility, for that my client shall not
be responsible in any manner
whatsoever.

DINESH KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrol. No. D-5096/17

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AMIT
CHAWLA S/O LATE CHANAN DASS
CHAWLA, IS DECLARED AS THE
ABSOLUTE OWNER OF THE
PROPERTY:-67, MUKHERJEE NAGAR
WEST, DELHI-110009., BY THE VIRTUE
OF REGISTERED WILL DEED.
FURTHER AMIT CHAWLA INTENDED TO
CONSTRUCT THE ABOVE SAID
PROPERTY. IN CASE ANYBODY
HAVING ANY OBJECTION CAN
CONTACT AT ABOVE SAID ADDRESS
WITH DOCUMENTARY PROOF WITHIN
10 DAYS FOLLOWING DATE OF
PUBLICATION HEREOF, FAILING
WHICH, AMIT CHAWLA SHALL
PROCEED FURTHER WITHOUT ANY
REFERENCE.

KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl.No.D-748/2014.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known my clients (1) SH. RAM
NIWAS SON OF LATE SH. JAGE RAM
(2) SMT. NIRMALA WIFE OF SH. RAM
NIWAS BOTH RESIDENT OF 107,
PITAMPURA VILLAGE, DELHI-110034
have disowned and severed all their
relations with their son namely JITIN
(RAM) AND HIS WIFE NAVJYOTI and
debarred them from their movable and
immovable properties/assets due to their
misbehavior, unfamiliar activities,
intolerable act, misconduct and going
against my clients. Anybody dealing with
them in civil and criminal matter shall be
doing at his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility and my clients family shall
not be liable for their any act.

KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOW ALL MEN, THAT MY CLIENT MR. RAM
BALAK S/O LATE SH. PITAMBER, R/O RZ-231
G/F, GALI NO.8, VISHWAS PARK, UTTAM
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110059, AGED 75 YEARS,
HAVE SEVERED ALL HIS RELATIONS WITH HIS
SON NAMELY MR. RAKESH, HIS DUAGHTER IN
LAW MRS. ASHA DEVI AND HIS GRAND
CHILDREN RITIK, ANJALI AND GOUTAM. THE
BEHAVIOUR OF RAKESH, ASHA AND THEIR
CHILDREN IS NOT GOOD TOWARDS MY
CLIENT FROM MANY YEARS.
THUS MY CLIENT HAVE DISOWNED ALL OF
THEM FROM ALL OF HIS MOVABLE/ IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT AND
MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
ANY KIND OF CLAIM, ACTS WHICH EVEN
INCLUDE MONEY, PROPERTY, EMOTIONAL
ACTIVITY AND DEEDS DONE, BY ALL OF THEM.

MUKUL GIRDHAR & ASSOCIATES
ADVOCATES AND LEGAL ADVISORS

C-33, G.F. MANSA RAM PARK,
UTTAM NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110059

Ph: 9811572430

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Sh. Niranjan Dass Kalra,
Dinesh Kalra and Mukesh Kalra all sons
of Late Sidhu Ram, R/o H.No.49/16,
Ashok Nagar, New Delhi-18, have
severed all types of relationship with their
Nephew Sh. Ravish Kalra S/o Sh. Net
Ram Kalra R/o 7/66, Ramesh Nagar,
New Delhi and disowned him from their
moveable as well as immovable
properties and severed all their relations
with him due to his derogatory,
quarrelsome, disrespectable and cruel
behaviour. Any person dealing with him
shall be doing so at his/her own risk,
costs and consequences. My clients
shall not be responsible for any of his
acts, deeds, or misdeeds from the date of
publication.Wewill not be responsible for
any present or future claim if any due to
him. HARISH CHANDERAdvocate Ch.
No.124-125, Civil Side Tis Hazari
Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENTS SH. GIRIRAJ AND HIS
WIFE R/O A-54, GOPAL VIHAR, VIJAY
VIHAR, PHASE-2, DELHI HAVE
SEVERE ALL RELATIONS & DEBAR
THEIR SON CHANDER SHEKHAR
FROM ALL MOVABLE-IMMOVABLE
PROPERTY(S) DUE TO HIS
MISCONDUCT & MISBEHAVIOUR MY
CLIENTS WILL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF HIS
ACTS IN FUTURE WHATSOEVER.

Sd/-
DIWAKAR CHAUDHARY

(ADVOCATE)
CHAMBER AT: T-33,

TEHSIL LANE, TIS HAZARI COURTS,
DELHI

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT

(ORDER 5, RULE 20 OF THE CODE
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE)

IN THE COURT OF
MS. GEETANJALI, ADJ-05

(SOUTH-EAST) ROOM NO. 603,
SIXTH FLOOR, SAKET COURTS,

NEW DELHI

CASE NO.- CS/671/2021
HEMANT SONI AND ORS.
Vs
TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE
LTD. AND ORS.

To
M/S UNNATI FORTUNE HOLDINGS
LTD.,
THROUGH ITS MANAGING DIRECTOR,
MR. ANIL MITHAS,
T-07, IL-02, COMMON WEALTH
GAMES VILLAGE, NEW DELHI-
110092

Whereas you are intentionally evading
service of summons it is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend the Case on
21.04.2022 at 10 a.m. the day fixed for
the final disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.

Given under my hand and the seal of
the Court, this 25.03.2022

Sd/-
Addl. District Judge

(South-East)
SEAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC AT LARGE
THAT MY CLIENT SH.SANDEEP
KAPOOR S/O SH.SHANTI KAPOOR,
R/O WZ-17-A, HIND NAGAR, TILAK
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110018, WHOSE
ORIGINAL SALE DEED DATED
26.11.2007 OF RESIDENTIAL PLOT
600 SQ.YARDS, 501.66 SQ.MTR.
KHASRA NO.5536, 5537, 5538,
SURYA COLONY, MEERUT CITY (UP)
IS LOST IN TRANSIT AND
INFORMATION REPORT IN RESPECT
OF ARTICLE /DOCUMENT LOST IN
DELHI IS LODGED BY MY CLIENT IN
DELHI POLICE VIDE
S.O.NO.430/2014, DATED 21.01.2022.
IFANYBODY TAKEANY DISADVANTAGE
OF THE ABOVE ORIGINAL SALE DEED,
MY CLIENT WILL NOT BE HELD
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ILLEGAL AND
UNLAWFULACT.

Sd/- (SANJAY BHASIN) ADVOCATE
Chamber No. 59, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi- 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the Public at
large that my client Desh Raj Singh
S/O Shri Heera Lal R/O H.No. 238 ,
Sawayam Siddha Punjabi Bagh
New Delhi also at Q-42/ 1 Prem
Nagar Second Kirari Suleman Nagar
New Delhi-86, has disown and
debar His Son Dishant Singh from
his all movable and immovable
properties/assets and breaks all kind
of relation with him, due to bad ,cruel
and criminal conduct. My client and
any of his family member shall shall
not responsible for his any kind of
act/misconduct.

Sd/-
D.C. Akarniya

Advocate
Enl. No. D/1572/95
B-22, BGS Block,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

II,, GirishKumar S/OSh.Harish
Chandra, R/oK-5/81, PipalWala
Road,MohanGardan, Uttam
Nagar, Delhi-110059, Have Lost
myOriginal 10ClassMarksheet
andCertificateRoll No. 085504
FoundermayCont:- 9811183062

0040609196-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE ''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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GOLD
`51,568

RUPEE
`75.96

OIL
$103.94

SILVER
`66,139

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofApril6

Regional Office: 4, Nehru Place,Tonk Road,Jaipur-15
E-Tender Notice

Two e-tender notices are invited separately, under two-bid system for appointment of
Handling/Handling & Transport Contractor for various centers and for appointment of
regular Road Transport Contractor from various dispatching centers to receiving centers of

GENERAL MANAGER (REGION)

Under e-tender notice ROJ/CONTRACT/HTC/02/2022 for Handling/Handling & Transport
Contracts, the bids shall be accepted ONLINE from 07.04.2022, 04:00 PM to 28.04.2022,
04:00 PM and e-tender notice ROJ/CONTRACT/RTC/03/2022 for Road Transportation
Contracts, the bids shall be accepted ONLINE from 08.04.2022, 04:00 PM to 29.04.2022,
04:00 PM. All the Terms & Conditions and other relevant details are available on
Government E-Marketplace (GeM) Protal website https://gem.gov. in and Corporations

Rajasthan Region for the period of two years.

website www.fci.gov.in

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL7

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
DeputyGovernor T Rabi Sankar
onThursdaysaidtheCentralBank
Digital Currency (CBDC)will sig-
nificantlybringdowntimetaken
forcross-bordertransactionsand
maketransactionsrealtime.
He said as far as India is con-

cerned,theRBIislookingatCBDC
as just the digital formof paper
currencyandnodistinctionwhat-

soever. Noting that CBDCwould
have cost anddistributional effi-
ciency, Sankar added the other
motivationforintroductionisset-
tlement efficiency. TheRBI plans
to come outwith a CBDCusing
blockchaintechnologyinFY23.
“Given the large number of

uncertainties in terms ofwhich

model works, which design
workswell in termsof its impact
on the banking system, on data
privacy, on monetary policy, I
thinkalmostallcentralbanks,and
wearenoexception,will proba-
blygoinforaverycarefulandcal-
ibratednuancedmanner,”hesaid
ataneventorganisedbyICRIER.

“The essential learning does
notcomefromglobalexperience
but basically comes from your
ownexperience,”Sankaradded.
CBDCs could affect the trans-

actional demand for deposits in
thebankingsystem,Sankarsaid.
Theother implicationwould

be onmonetary policy, he said,
adding that surveys by BIS and
othersseemtoindicatethatmost
central banks feel itwill have an
impact onmonetary policy and
transmission. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL7

STOCK EXCHANGES said there
wassome inconvenience incon-
ducting trade and settlement on
February7whentheMaharashtra
governmentdeclaredaholidayin
thestate tomourn thedemiseof
LataMangeshkarandbankswere
shut while stock markets re-
mained open.However,market
intermediarieswereabletofinish
the settlement as per schedule
andtherewasnocrisis,according
tosourcesclosetotheexchange.
Stockmarketsnormallyhave

10holidaysayear,whereasbanks
areclosedfor22-23daysforvari-
ousholidays.“Onsuchoccasions,

whenbanksareshutandmarkets
remain open, everything is
planned in advance and all the
systems are put in placemuch
earlier,”saidasource.
“However, on February7, the

RBI announced thebankholiday
onFebruary6lateatnight.There
wasno time tomake changes in
thesystemandcorporateactions
needed time tomake changes.
Depositories, clearing corpora-

tions and exchanges also need
time tomake the changes in the
system.Therewerehardlyfouror
fivehoursavailableinthenightto
makechanges.Itwasnotenough,”
saidsourcesclosetothebourses.
Besides, theholidaywasonly

inMaharashtra andother states
were functioningnormally. “We
haveinvestorsfromvariousparts
ofthecountry,notjustMaharash-
tra alone. Itwas not possible to
shuttheexchangesatsuchashort
notice,”saidanofficialsource.
Someforeignbankshadwrit-

ten to theNSEClearingLtdhigh-
lighting the problems faced by
some investors,mainlymutual
funds and foreign investors, due
tothebankholidayonFebruary7.
Whencontacted,SebiandRBI

did not reply tomails from The
Indian Express. Market sources
said some investors did face in-
convenienceinarrangingfundsat
a short notice in thewakeof the
bank holiday. “But trade settle-
ments were conducted as per
schedule.Therewasnocrisis.The
inconveniencehappenedbecause
oftheshortnoticefortheholiday.”
SebihadintroducedT+1trad-

inginsteadofT+2systemearlier.
Vijay Singhania, chairmanof

brokerageplatformTradeSmart,
said,“Itishightimewehaveasys-
teminplaceasfarassuddenhol-
idays are concerned. We just
missed a systemic failurewhen
stockexchangeswereallowedto
functionbut thebanking system
wasshutdown.”

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) onThursday released
the guidelines onestablishment
ofdigitalbankingunits(DBUs)af-
ter Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman,inherBudgetspeech
forfiscal2022-23,hadannounced
setting up of 75DBUs in 75dis-
tricts to commemorate 75years
of independenceof thecountry.
DBUisaspecialisedfixedpoint

businessunitorhubhousingcer-
tainminimumdigital infrastruc-
turefordeliveringdigitalbanking
products and services aswell as
servicingexisting financialprod-
uctsandservicesdigitally inself-
servicemodeatanytime,allyear
round, theRBI said. Commercial
banks(otherthanRRBs,payment
banksandLABs)withpastdigital
banking experience are permit-
tedtoopenDBUsintier1totier6
centres,unlessotherwisespecifi-
cally restricted,without having
theneedtotakepermissionfrom
theRBIineachcase,itadded. ENS

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

‘CBDC launch in calibrated, nuanced manner’

‘Logistics sector growth
pegged at 7-9% this fiscal’
Logistics sector is pegged to grow 7-9% in FY23, but the
industry players’ margins are likely to be “sensitive to
risks”, an Icra Ratings report said

GrowthinFY22estimatedto
havestoodat14-17%overpre-
Covid levels,withmomentum
likely tocontinuethis fiscal too

Multi-modalofferingsare likely
togain increasedacceptance
andtractiongoingforward,
giventhatplayersoffering

multi-modalserviceshadmore
flexibility

Continuedrise inoil and
commoditypricesamidthe
Russia-Ukraineconflict tobe
drivingfactor

REVENUEGROWTH
overmedium-termwould
continue to be driven by
demand fromvaried
segments like:

Source: IcraRatings/PTI

■ Pharmaceuticals
■ Industrial goods
■ E-commerce
■ FMCG
■Chemicals
■ Retail

ReserveBankDeputyGovernorTRabiSankarsaid
theCBDCwill lowertimetakenforcross-border
transactionsandmaketransactionsreal time

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,APRIL7

THEINSURANCEregulatorisplan-
ningtocreateaframeworktoen-
ablenewentities toenter the in-
surance market in India with
specialoutreachtoglobalinvestors
for enhancing foreign direct in-
vestment(FDI)intothecountry.
TheInsuranceRegulatoryand

DevelopmentAuthority of India
(Irdai)isreviewingtheRs100crore
capital,whichistheminimumre-
quirement for anynewplayer to
beginan insuranceventure. “We
arethinkingofallowingmicroin-
suranceplayerwithRs10croreor
Rs15crorecapitalwhichcanwork
in focusareas likeadistrict,” Irdai
ChairmanDebasishPandasaidin
his first interactionwithmedia
hereonThursday.
Irdai is planning to reviewa

gamut of guidelines and bring
down thenumber of guidelines
fromaround100to10or15guide-
lines. “Regulationswill beprinci-
ple-based,ratherthanrule-based.
Theideawasthattheindustryhas
maturedenoughduring its jour-
ney spanning more than two
decades since itsopeningupand
they know the rule of the game
betternow,”Pandasaid.
The Irdai Chairmanmade it

clearthattheregulatorwillbehav-
inglightregulationandtech-based
supervision.Panda,whotookover
as the Chairman of Irdai last
month,afterretiringasSecretary,
Departmentof FinancialServices
(DFS),saidtheregulationsshould
spurpositivedevelopment inthe
industry. Inabid tobringabouta
cordial relationshipbetween the
IRDAandtheindustry,Panda,who
met insurersonApril6and7,has
assuredinsurersthattherewillbe
regular in-personmeetings be-
tweenCEOsandtopIRDAofficials
in every twomonths indifferent

partsofthecountry.Theregulator
iskeentofacilitatetheentryofcap-
tiveinsurers,standalonemicro-in-
surers,nicheplayersandregional
entitiesintotheinsurancespace.
It has also proposed to dis-

pensewithrenewalofregistration
for insurance intermediaries. It’s
also exploring the possibility of
launchingBimaMitraonthelines
ofBankMitratoenlargethescope
of distribution with an aim to
bringing insurance to every
doorstep,hesaid.Headdednorms
will be reviewedso that insurers
canoffer allied andvalue-based
services inhealth insurance like
membershipingymnasium.
Irdai has alsoproposedmov-

inginsurancesupervisiontowards
outcomebased and technology
driven that is alignedwith inter-
nationalstandards.Thereisalsoa
proposaltorationaliseinvestment
norms applicable to insurers,
Pandasaid.Emphasisingthatthere
shouldbenewproducts formil-
lennials, Pandahintedat coming
upwithnewchannelsofdistribu-
tion in future.When it comes to
overall insurance penetration
whichincludesbothlifeandnon-
life insurance in India, the insur-
ancepenetrationwas2.71percent
in2001andhassteadilyincreased
to4.2percentin2020.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL7

ELEVATEDPRICESof energyand
other commodities and supply
side disruptions due to Russia-
Ukraineconflictposeachallenge
to thegrowth trajectory andup-
siderisks to inflation, theFinance
Ministry said in itsmonthlyeco-
nomicreviewreportforMarch,re-
leased on Thursday. Themove-
ment in oil prices is expected to
dominate inflationary trends in
thecomingmonths,itsaid,adding
thegovernmenthasbeen taking
steps todiversify import sources
which includes buying cheaper
crudeoil fromRussiaanddiversi-
fyingenergy sourcesbeyond tra-
ditionalhydrocarbons.
GatiShakti and Production-

LinkedIncentiveSchemeswilloff-
setglobalheadwindsanddrivein-
vestment, resulting in high
post-recovery growth for the
Indian economy, it said. “PLI
schemes in the14sectorswill in-
creasethecompetitivenessof the
manufacturingsectorsleveraging
their untapped potential to

achievehigherexportgrowthand
fulfill the visionof Atmanirbhar
Bharat,”thereportsaid.
Heightened commodity

prices, alongwith supply chain
disruptions causedbygeopolit-
icaltensionsbetweenRussiaand
Ukraine pose a challenge to
global economicactivity, it said,
addingthatthemagnitudeofthe
impact would depend on the
persistence of high prices. The
Ministry said domestic eco-
nomic momentum in govern-
mentcapitalexpenditure,risein
GSTmop-upandimportof cap-
italgoods“offercomfortthatthe

impact on the economy may
turnout tobe tolerable”.
ThedatedBrentcrudeoilprice,

which forms the bulk of Indian
crude oil basket, has hovered
around $105-106 a barrel since
April 1, after having risen above
$135 in the first-secondweekof
March, fromaround$95 justbe-
forethecrisis,itsaid.“Affordability
isdesiredaseventhepresentlevel
ofinternationalcrudeprice,should
itpersistforalongtime,maycome
inthewayofIndiaachievingareal
economicgrowth ratenorthof 8
percentinFY23,”itsaid.
Improvement in labourmar-

ketindicatorssuchaslabourforce
participation,reductioninunem-
ploymentrateandhighestnetad-
dition in EPF subscribers since
April 2019 shows revival in em-
ploymentoutlook,thereportsaid.
netEPFsubscribersreaching15.3
lakh in January, 37.4 per cent
higher thaninthecorresponding
periodofthepreviousyear.
PMIserviceshasalsostayedin

the expansionary zone continu-
ouslyforeightmonthsontheback
ofe-tollcollection,e-WayBill,rail-
way freightandair cargo, among

others,complementingtherobust
manufacturingsector,itsaid.
GSTcollectionsbreachedRs1.4

lakhcroreinMarch2022,herald-
ing the onset of post-recovery
growth, it said. Privateconsump-
tionmaybebeginningtoperkup,
thereportnoted.
Observing that the capital in-

vestmentby the central govern-
ment for theperiodofApril2021
to February2022has surpassed
thelevelsinthecorrespondingpe-
riods of pandemic andpre-pan-
demicyears, it said, adding there
arenascentsignsthatrisingpublic
capexmaybecrowdinginprivate
investmentsaswell.
The report said that thepan-

demic still casts a shadowover
global economic prospects in
2022, takingnoteof theongoing
struggle to contain the infections
inShanghai inChina. It, however,
said that since Delhi and
Maharashtra have now made
masksoptional,itreflectstheirbe-
lief that the pandemic is under
control.Thehopeis thatanynew
variantsuchasOmicronXEwould
not pose a serious threat to the
economicrecovery,itsaid.

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
&JOHNSONTA
NEWDELHI/BENGALURU,
APRIL7

SOFTBANK-BACKEDEDTECH
startupUnacademyislearntto
have laidoff around600em-
ployeesandeducatorsaspart
ofalargedownsizingexercise,
afterhaving shutdown itsK-
12business. The startuphas
around6,000employees,with
thedownsizingroundimpact-
ing close to 10per cent of its
workforce.
It is learnt that among the

people laidoffwereemploy-
eespart of the sales andcon-
tentmarketingteaminthetest
preparation business apart
fromclose to 300educators,
whowereworkingwith the
firmonacontractualbasis.The
firm’smovealsocomesamid
ageneral slowdownof fund-
ing in the startupecosystem.
Unacademy,which is India’s
second biggest edtech firm,
waslastvaluedat$3.44billion
asofAugust2021.
Themajorityof the layoffs

werecarriedoutat theendof
March.“Lessthan600employ-
ees/contractualworkers and
educatorshavebeen laidoff,’’
an official statement said.
Unacademyadded: “... based
ontheoutcomeof several as-
sessments, a small subset of
employee, contractor, anded-
ucatorroleswerere-evaluated
due to role redundancy and
performance,asiscommonfor

anyorganisationofoursizeand
scale.Thevastmajorityofroles
impactedhasbeenaresultof
thatprocess,andtheefficiency
weaimtodriveinthebroader
business”.“Wehavediscussed
andpartedwayswiththeiden-
tified people, in accordance
withtheirrespectivecontracts.
Further, the companyhas in
goodfaithensuredtheyreceive
certainadditionalbenefitsand
agenerousseverance,”aspoke-
spersonsaid.
WhileUnacademymain-

tains that the retrenchment
exercisewasdoneafter “sev-
eral assessments”, some im-
pacted employees that The
Indian Express spoke to said
thattheydidnotreceiveprior
notice by the company and
claimedtobeunawareof any
feedbackprocessprior to the
decisionof layingthemoff.
“I got a job thereonly two

monthsagoandIwonderhow
manyassessmentsacompany
canmake in that little timeto
ascertainwhether or not an
employee isperformingwell
ornot,”saidapersonimpacted
by thedecision. Even though
amajorityof theemployeesit
let go off were from its test
preparationteam,Unacademy
saidthatitwas“bullish”about
thatpartof itsbusiness.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

SECTORWATCH
EDTECH

Post ‘assessments’,
Unacademy hands
pink slips to about
600 staff, educators
Smallsubsetofrolesre-evaluateddue
toroleredundancy,performance:Co

Mumbai:Heatingupcompetition
inthee-commercesegmentcur-
rentlydominatedbyplayers like
Amazon, Flipkart and Reliance
Retail,TataDigital,aTataSonssub-
sidiary, onThursdayunveiled its
much-anticipated“superappTata
Neu”,whichitclaims“seamlessly
blendsproduct commerce, serv-
icecommerceandfinancial serv-
ices intoaconsumer-first, future-
readyandintegratedexperience”.
According to Pratik Pal, CEO,

TataDigital, the journey of Tata
Neuhasbegunwithacumulative
consumer base of 120 million
users, 2,500offline stores, along
withan80millionapp footprint

acrossthegroup’sdigitalassets.
NChandrasekaran,Chairman,

TataSons said, “TheTatagroup is
focussed on transforming busi-
nessesforthedigitalworld...”ENS

‘Neu’ kid on the block:
Tata super app live now

TataNeuapp. Screenshot

Thestartuphasabout
6,000employees

HEIGHTENEDCOMMOD-
ITYprices,alongwithsup-
plychaindisruptions
causedbygeopoliticalten-
sionsbetweenRussiaand
Ukraineposeachallengeto
globaleconomicactivity.

Ukraine
war
weighsE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Growth, inflationrisksfrom
risingenergyprices:FinMin

GATISHAKTI,PLITOOFFSETGLOBALHEADWINDS,SAYSREPORT Panda: Irdai looking
at review of norms to
widen market, may
allow micro insurers

DEBASISHPANDA
Chairman, Irdai File

TheReserveBanksaideach
DBUmustoffercertain
minimumdigitalbanking
productsandservices. File

Digital banking
unit norms:
24x7 ops, in
tier 1-6 centres

NewDelhi:Indiahaswelcomedthedecision
bytheInternationalEnergyAgency(IEA)to
release120millionbarrelsofcrudeoilfrom
its strategic reserves, inaddition to the re-
leaseof180millionbarrelsofcrudeoilfrom
thestrategicreservesoftheUS.
Themoveisaimedatcalmingcrudeoil

pricesthathita14year-highof$139perbar-
rel inMarch. “Government of Indiawel-
comestheannouncementbythe IEAfora
collectiveoilstockreleaseof120millionbar-
rels,”thePetroleumMinistrysaid.
IndiahadinNovemberannouncedthat

itwouldrelease5millionbarrels fromthe
strategicreserveaspartofacoordinatedef-

fortwithother crudeoil importing coun-
tries to stabilise thepriceof crudeoil. The
move cooled the price of Brent to about
$100.2perbarrel(asof1:49pmET).ENS

IEA releases extra oil to calm
prices: India backs decision

Strategic reservesof theUS. Reuters file

BRIEFLY
Powerreforms
NewDelhi:TheFinanceMin-
istry allowed 10 states to
borrow `28,204 crore for
FY22forpowerreforms.

ZEELstakesale
New Delhi: Invesco sold
7.74%stakeinZeeEntertain-
mentEnterprises(ZEEL)for
`2,092crore.

Cocaineseizure
NewDelhi:CustomsatDelhi
Airport seized 5.8 kg co-
caine,mostatanIndianair-
port,FinanceMinistrysaid.

BharatPesalary
New Delhi: Bharatpe CEO
Suhail Sameer apologised
forremarksonLinkedInthat
formerchiefAshneerGrover
stolemoney from the firm
and little is left to pay the
staff salaries. PTI

FlipkartIPO
NewDelhi:Flipkarthasinter-
nallyraiseditsIPOvaluation
targetto$60-70billion,and
plans a US listing in 2023,
sources said. The listingde-
lay, sources said, is to boost
valuations by focussing on
online health services and
travelbookings. REUTERS

Koo’s Voluntary
self-verification:
Aadhaar key
NewDelhi:Koohaslaunchedvol-
untary self-verificationof users,
where theycanuseAadhaarde-
tails to authenticate accountson
theplatform,arequirementunder
India’sintermediaryliabilityrules.
Themove comes amid debates
aroundverifyingidentitiesonso-
cialmedia.
“Thefeatureisavailableonlyto

Indian nationals who have an
Indianphonenumber linked to
theirAadhaarNumber/Govt ID,”
itsaid,addingvalidationofAadh-
aardetailswouldbecarriedoutby
“government-authorised third-
parties.”SOUMYARENDRABARIK

Feb 7 holiday: Investors faced difficulty,
but settlements conducted as per schedule

TheMaharashtra
governmenthad
declaredaholidayto
mournthedemiseof
LataMangeshkar

New Delhi



OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION-2, P.W.D AGRA

Notice inviting E-Tender
Letter No. : 437 / 10A /2022-23 Date : 26-03-2022
1. The Executive Engineer Construction Division-2, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of

Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids online from the
eligible and approved registered Contractors. As The work Comprises of
specialized Road work, hence contractors bidding for this work must be
registered in Road work with UP PWD. Bidders are advised to note the
minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders
to qualify for the award of the contract.

2.

3. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.
4. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on

website http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari)
From 11-04-2022 to 18-04-2022. Bids must be submitted online only at e-
tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari App with all documents
as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176(lk0)/06 Dt 25-08-2020 on or
before 12:30 Hours Dt. 18-04-2022. Technical Bid received online will be
opened on 18-04-2022 at 03:30 Hours.

5. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)
must get the same issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.

6. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as
per applicable at the time of payment.

7. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of
payment.

8. Origional MM – 11 forms proff of royalty shall have to be produced at time of
every running bill in accordance to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology &
mining uttar Pradesh letter no. 2146/86-2019-52(IK0)/2019 dt 30-09-2019 G.O.
NO.-115(1)/86-2020 dated 15-01-2020 and other relevant government order
circulars for all the materials procured from the quarries.

9. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-
tender portal Account as per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 I.T./2017 T.C., I.T. &
Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows as :
(1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by

Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable).
(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column- 8

by Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account.
(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid

document as per provisions of Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per G.O. No.-
3070/78-2-2018-42I.T./2017(22)I.T. and Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-01-
2018.

(J.P. Singh)
Executive Engineer

Construction Division-2, P.W.D., Agra

Sl.
No

District Name of Work Estimated
cost (Rs.
in Lac)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Cost of
Document

(in Rs.)

Time of
Completion

Address of
Executive
Engineer

executing the
work

Address of
Superintending

Engineer

Address of
Chief

Engineer

Category
of

Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Renewal with General Repair

1 Agra Renewal work of Jugsna
Baldev Barauli Kailash
NH-2 Marg.

12.20 1.22 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

2 Agra Renewal work of Road
construction in Anand
Puram Colony.

7.60 0.76 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

3 Agra Renewal work of Lalgarhi
Sikandarpur Road

14.30 1.43 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

4 Agra Renewal work of Kakua to
Kabulpur.

10.90 1.09 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

5 Agra Renewal work of Jagner
Basedi to Deori.

13.00 1.30 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

6 Agra Renewal work of CATK
Road to Nagla Lekhraj
Via Dhanauli.

4.20 0.42 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
728.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D,E

7 Agra Renewal work of Agra
Deori Iradat Nagar to
Pachgai Kheda.

5.00 0.50 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
728.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D,E

8 Agra Renewal work of Block
Barauli Ahir ke Tanora
Nurpur Road Gram Gola
to Kothi Paliwal via
Garhrampal Approach
Road.

28.40 2.84 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
896.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D,E

9 Agra Renewal work of CATK
Road to Kukrasan
(Kukrason)

11.70 1.17 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

10 Agra Renewal work of CATK
Road to Nagla Bhumma.

10.70 1.07 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

11 Agra Renewal work of Garhi
Raddu Junior High School
to Bisaira Kala

4.20 0.42 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
728.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D,E

12 Agra Renewal work of CATK
Road to Musalpur Road.

7.80 0.78 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

13 Agra Renewal work of CATK
Road to Mewla.

6.00 0.60 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

14 Agra Renewal work of Deori to
Garhi Raddu road.

19.40 1.94 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
896.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

15 Agra Renewal work of Dholpur
Bharatpur Road to
Pipraitha.

12.80 1.28 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

02-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

16 Agra Renewal work of
Chandsora to Nagla
Bhajana.

4.00 0.40 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
728.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D,E

17 Agra Renewal work of Jagner
Rupwas Marg Nagla
Khamani.

1.60 0.16 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
728.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D,E

18 Agra Renewal work of
Kheragarh Saiyan Road.
Km-32 to Nagla Koli via
Basai Kheragarh Road.

8.90 0.89 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

19 Agra Renewal work of Ballu ka
Nagla from Tehra Mahav
Road.

5.20 0.52 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

20 Agra Renewal work of Tehra
Mahav Marg to Nagla
Kailash Link Road.

7.20 0.72 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

21 Agra Renewal work of
Mangalpura to Batra Link
Road.

8.90 0.89 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

22 Agra Renewal work of Nagla
Teja (Transformer) to
Kukavar Link Road.

1.70 0.17 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
728.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D,E

23 Agra Renewal work of Jheel ka
Pura Dankasha Road to
Nande ka Pura Link Road
to Mohanlal ka Pura
Road.

2.60 0.26 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
728.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D,E

24 Agra Renewal work of Jheel ka
Pura to Nande ka Pura
Road.

7.10 0.71 Tender Cost +
S.T.C. +

G.S.T. = Rs.
812.00

01-Month Executive
Engineer,

Construction
Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Superintending
Engineer, Agra
Circle, P.W.D.,

Agra

Chief
Engineer,

Agra Zone,
P.W.D.,

Agra

Class
A,B,C,D

UPID No. 174603 Dt. 06.04.2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

DAKSHINANCHAL VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(UNDERTAKING OF U.P. GOVERNMENT)

(CIN: U31200UP2003SGC027460)
e-Tender Notice (NIT)

´fÂffaIY: 852/A²fe.Ad·f.(IYf¹fÊVff»ff.)Q.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f./d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff dQ³ffaIY: 06.04.2022

Tender
No.

Short Description
Estimated

Cost in
Rs. (Lac)

Earnest
Money in

Rs.

Tender Fee
in Rs.

Tender
Opening

Date & Time

01/2022-23 For Providing Diesel Run Vehicle
(Car/Jeep) with Driver for officer
SE, EE & AE under EWC, Agra

Approx.
Rs. 43.83

Lac

Rs.
22,000.00

Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

18.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

03/2022-23 For Replacement of 48 Hours
(10/16 to 100 KVA) Transformer
at various workshop under EWD,
Agra

Approx.
Rs. 288.00

Lac

Rs.
1,45,000.00

Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

10.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

04/2022-23 For Replacement of 48 Hours
(10/16 to 100 KVA) Transformer
at various workshop under EWD,
Aligarh

Approx.
Rs. 220.80

Lac

Rs.
1,15,000.00

Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

10.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

05/2022-23 For Replacement of 48 Hours
(10/16 to 100 KVA) Transformer
at various workshop under EWD,
Kanpur

Approx.
Rs. 249.60

Lac

Rs.
1,25,000.00

Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

10.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

06/2022-23 For Replacement of 48 Hours
(10/16 to 100 KVA) Transformer
at various workshop under EWD,
Jhansi

Approx.
Rs. 163.20

Lac

Rs.
85,000.00

Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

10.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

07/2022-23 For Replacement of 48 Hours
(10/16 to 100 KVA) Transformer
at various workshop under EWD,
Banda

Approx.
Rs. 153.60

Lac

Rs.
80,000.00

Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

10.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

08/2022-23 Reclamation of Burnt and Old
Transformer Oil as per IS 1866
2000 at various Workshop by
Mobile Reclamation Plant under
EWD, Agra/Aligarh.

Approx.
Rs. 144.00

Lac

Rs.
1,45,000.00

Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

12.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

09/2022-23 Reclamation of Burnt and Old
Transformer Oil as per IS 1866
2000 at various Workshop by
Mobile Reclamation Plant under
EWD, Kanpur/Jhansi/Banda

Approx.
Rs. 144.00

Lac

Rs.
1,45,000.00

Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

12.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

10/2022-23 For Repairing of 10/16 KVA
Single Phase Alu., Wound to
1000 KVA Three Phase Cu,
Wound Damaged Distribution
Transformer at workshop Sarsol
(Aligarh) under EWD, Aligarh

Approx.
Rs. 70.00

Lac

Rs.
70,000.00

Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

12.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

11/2022-23 For Repairing of 10/16 KVA
Single Phase Alu, Wound to
1000 KVA Three Phase Cu
Wound Damaged Distribution
Transformer at workshop
Hathras under EWD, Aligarh

Approx.
Rs. 80.00

Lac

Rs.
80,000.00

Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

12.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

12/2022-23 For Repairing of 10/16 KVA
Single Phase Alu, Wound to 400
KVA Three Phase Cu, Would
Damaged Distribution
Transformer at workshop Etah
under EWD, Aligarh

Approx.
Rs. 60.00

Lac

Rs.
60,000.00

Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

12.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

13/2022-23 For Repairing of 10/16 KVA
Single Phase Alu, Wound to 400
KVA Three Phase Alu, Would
Damaged Distribution
Transformer at workshop
Jalalpur (Aligarh) under EWD,
Aligarh

Approx.
Rs. 40.00

Lac

Rs.
40,000.00

Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

12.05.2022
16:00 Hrs.

Other Terms & Conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit
at eprocurement portal of UP Government https://etender.up.nic.in or contact us at
given address as follows:
Urja Bhawan, 220 KV Sub-Station, Bye Pass
Road, Sikandra, Agra- 282007 (UP) Ph. No.
9068944455

Superintending Engineer
(Workshop)

D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE 1. Short term tender is
invited through e-tendering for the Supply of 11 KV & 33
KV Jointing/termination Kits of different sizes against
tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/ MM/6(s)/22-23
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD):- Rs. 7,92,000.00 Last
Date of tender submission & Time:- 25.04.2022 at 14:00
hrs. Date of tender opening (Part-I & II) & Time:-
25.04.2022 at 16:00 hrs. 2. Short term tender is invited
through e-tendering for the Supply of 14000 no. Earthing
Rod (2540x20 mm) against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/MM/5(s)/22-23 Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD):- Rs. 72,000.00 Last Date of tender submission
& Time:- 25.04.2022 at 14:00 hrs. Date of tender
opening (Part- I & II) & Time:- 25.04.2022 at 16:00 hrs.
3. Open short term tender is invited through e-tendering
for supply of 35 Km. 33 KV HT XLPE Cable Size 3x300 sq.
mm against tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/ MM/ 7(s)
/22-23. Earniest Money Deposit (EMD):- Rs.
8,83,000.00 Last Date of tender submission & Time:-
26.04.2022 at 14:00 hrs. Date of tender opening (Part-
Ist & lInd) & Time:- 26.04.2022 at 16:00 hrs. 4. Open
tender is invited through e-tendering for supply of 135 Nos.
11/.04 KV 250 KVA Distribution Transformers against
tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/MM/8/22-23. Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD):- Rs. 7,65,000.00 Last Date of
tender submission & Time:- 9.05.2022 at 14:00 hrs.
Date of tender opening (Part-Ist & IInd) & Time:-
09.05.2022 at 16:00 hrs. 5. Open tender is invited through
e-tendering for supply of 50 Km. 11 KV HT XLPE Cable
Size 3x185 sq. mm against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/MM/9/22-23. Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD):- Rs. 5,80,000.00 Last Date of tender
submission & Time:- 9.05.2022 at 14:00 hrs. Date of
tender opening (Part-Ist & IInd) & Time:- 09.05.2022 at
16:00 hrs. Note:- In case of any amendment in tender
specification or date of extension, the same shall be
uploaded on e-tender website www.etender.up.nic.in
and www.pvvnl.org Superintending Engineer (MM-I)
“Help line Number For Information of Theft of Electricity:”
1800-180-3002 (Meerut), & 9412207451” “SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION”
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (MM-I) ´fÂffaI : 3584 dQ³ffaI :-
07.04.2022

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.
Victoria Park, Meerut

CX.´fi.´ff½fSXX MÑfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f dÕX0
BÊ- d³fdUQf Af¸fa{¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·fUe
I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAû ÀfZ dUôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f

¸f¯O»f, ¦fiZMS ³fûEOf IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f

I f¹fûÊ WZ °fb BÊ-d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ BÊ-´fûMÊ»f

etender.up.nic.in ´fS d³fd½fQf £fb»f³fZ
I e dQ³ffaI I û 12.00 ¶fþZ °fI Afa¸fd{°f

I e þf°fe W`aÜ BÊ-d³fdUQf JbÕ³fZ I e d°fd±f

´fS A½fI fVf I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ BÊ-d³fd½fQf

A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ £fû»fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ 1.

d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-11/ 2022-23 : d½fôb°f

´ffSm¿f¯f £f¯O, ¶fb»f³QVfWS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f

220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³Qi, ø £fe ´fS E.Àfe. IZ

A³fbSÃf¯f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø

2,000/- d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ø . 590/-

(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü £fb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI

07.05.2022Ü A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f:- ø .

02.00 »ff£fÜ 2. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-12/

2022-23 : dUôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f £f¯O,

¶fb»f³QVfWS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe.

C´fIZ ³Qi, dÀfI ³Qif¶ffQ ´fS E.Àfe. IZ

A³fbSÃf¯f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø

2,000/- d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ø . 590/-

(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü £fb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI

07.05.2022Ü A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f:- ø .

02.00 »ff£fÜ BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f

CÀfe dQ³f d³f²fÊfdS°f Àf¸f¹f ´fS ÀffUÊþd³fI

ø ´f ÀfZ JûÕf þf¹fZ¦ff EUa ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f

(´fifBþd¶fO) JbÕ³fZ I e d°fd±f °fQû³fbÀffS

½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ BÊ-

d³fdUQfAûa I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ

AÀUeI fS/dU·ffdþ°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS

A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ

IÈ ´f¹ff dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe, OfC³fÕûO, A³¹f

ÀfaVfû²f³fûa EUa BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ

dQ³ffaI °fI dUÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZa

IÈ ´f¹ff etender.up.nic.in ´fS Õfg¦f

Afg³f I SZaÜ WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff
d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸faOX»f CX.´fi.´ff.MÑXf.IYf.d»f.,
400 IZY.½fe. CX´fIZY³Qi ´ff»fe, ¦fiZMXSX
³fûEOXfÜ kkSXfáÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ DYªffÊ ¶f¨ff¹fZll
´f{faIY 569 dUq´ff0¸faq/ ¦fiZ0³ff0/ T-
11/22-23 to 12/22-23
dQ³ffaIY :- 07.04.2022

QdÃf¯ffa¨fÕX dUôb°f dU°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f
dÕX.X A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff
d³fd½fQf Àfa. 08/2022-23-d½fôb°f

³f¦fSe¹f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O Wf±fSÀf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f

³f¦fSe¹f d½f°fS¯f C´f£f¯O ´fi±f¸f/dõ°fe¹f Wf±fSÀf ¸fZÔ

Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf/Afa²fe-°fcR f³f ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀf°f

´fû»f/»ffB³f I e ¸fS¸¸f°f E½fa A³¹f Af½fV¹fI I f¹fÊ

I S f¹fZ ªff³fZ Àf¸¶f³²fe I f¹fÊÜ d³fd½fQf Àfa.
09/2022-23-d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O dõ°fe¹f

Wf±fSÀf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´f£f¯O

´fi±f¸f/dõ°fe¹f Wf±fSÀf ¸fZÔ Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf/Afa²fe-

°fcR f³f ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»f/»ffB³f I e ¸fS¸¸f°f E½fa

A³¹f Af½fV¹fI I f¹fÊ I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ Àf¸¶f³²fe I f¹fÊÜ,

d³fd½fQf Àfa. 10/2022-23-d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O
°fÈ°fe¹f ÀffÀf³fe IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f d½fS°f¯f C´f£f¯O

´fi±f¸f/¨f°fbÊ±f dÀfI ³QifSfD WÀff¹f³f ¸fZÔ Q`½fe¹f

Af´fQf/Afa²fe-°fcR f³f ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»f/»ffB³f I e

¸fS¸¸f°f E½fa A³¹f Af½fV¹fI I f¹fÊ I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ

Àf¸¶f³²fe I f¹fÊÜ, d³fd½fQf Àfa. 11/2022-23-
d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O °fÈ°fe¹f ÀffÀf³fe IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f

d½fôb°f d½fS°f¯f C´f£f¯O dõ°fe¹f/°fÈ°fe¹f

ÀffÀf³fe/Wf±fSÀf ªfa. ¸fZÔ Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf/Afa²fe-°fcR f³f

ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»f/»ffB³f I e ¸fS¸¸f°f E½fa A³¹f

Af½fV¹fI I f¹fÊ I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ Àf¸¶f³²fe I f¹fÊÜ,

d³fd½fQf Àfa. 12/2022-23-d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O
¨f°fb±fÊ ÀffÀf³fe ÀffQf¶ffQ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f d½fS°f¯f

C´f£f¯O ´fi±f¸f/dõ°fe¹f ÀffQf¶ffQ ¸fZÔ Q`½fe¹f

Af´fQf/Afa²fe-°fcR f³f ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»f/»ffB³f I e

¸fS¸¸f°f E½fa A³¹f Af½fV¹fI I f¹fÊ I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ

Àf¸¶f³²fe I f¹fÊÜ, d³fd½fQf d½fIi ¹f d°fd±f E½fa £fb»f³fZ

I e dQ³ffaI 25.04.2022 A³¹f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f

ªff³fI fS e BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûS¸fZÔM ´fûMÊ»f

https://etender.up.nic.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü
WXÀ°ff/-, A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff d½fôb°f d½fSX°f¯f
¸f¯OX»f, WXf±fSXÀf, ´fÂf ÀfÔ. 1448/
dU.dU.¸f.WfX./E-1 dQ³ffÔIY:- 07/04/22

BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff, O&M ¸fQ ¸fZÔ Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, dU.dU.J.-´fi±f¸f/dõ°fe¹f,

¸fbq³f¦fS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 1. BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff 09/2022-23 ¸fZÔ 33 IZ Ue Ue0Àfe0¶fe0

EUÔ I ³MÑû»f ´f`³f»f/11 IZ Ue Ue0Àfe0¶fe0 I e ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ, 2. 10/2022-23

¸fZÔ 33 IZ Ue Ue0Àfe0¶fe0 EUÔ I ³MÑû»f ´f`³f»f I e ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ, 3. 11/2022-

23 ¸fZÔ 33 IZ Ue Ue0Àfe0¶fe0 EUa I ³MÑû»f ´f`³f»f I e ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ, 4.12/2022-

23 ¸fZÔ 11 IZ Ue UeqÀfeq¶feq I e ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ EUa 5. 13/2022-23 ¸fZÔ 11

IZ Ue Ue0Àfe0¶fe0 I e ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ ¶ffWÐ¹f EþZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I Sf¹fZ þf³fZ

W `Ü Ii .ÀfÔ.-1 ÀfZ 4 °fI Cö BÊ-d³fdUQfAûÔ I f ´fi±f¸f EUÔ dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f

www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS dQ³ffaI 21.04.2022 EU Ii .Àfa. 5 ´fS AadI °f
dQ³ffÔI 05.05.2022 I û 12:00 ¶fþZ °fI ·fSf þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü d³fdUQf dUdVfáeI S¯f

EUÔ A³¹f d³f¹f¸f U Vf°fZË www.etender.up.nic.in/www.pvvnl.org ´fS
QZJZaÜ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ d¶f³ff I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹faZ BÊ-d³fdUQf d³fSÀ°f I S³fZ I f ´fc¯fÊ

Ad²fI fSe Wû¦ff EUÔ ÀU¹fÔ I û A´fOZM SJ³fZ IZ d»f¹fZ C´fSûö UZ¶fÀffBÊM I û d³f¹fd¸f°f

ø ´f ÀfZ QZJ°fZ SW³ff ¨ffdWEÜ ³fûM:-Ii .ÀfÔ. 1,2,4,5 I e ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 2000/-

U Ii .ÀfÔ. 3 I e ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 1000.00 EUÔ ´fid°f BÊ-d³fdUQf I f d³fdUQf Vfb»I

÷ . 1180.00, WÀ°ff/-A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff dUôb°f dU°fS¯f ¸f¯O»f-´fi±f¸f,

¸fbþµR S³f¦fS, ´fÂffaI : 1610/d½f.d½f.¸fa.´fi.-¸fb.³f¦fS/I` ¸´f dQ³ffaI : 07.04.2022

´fd›¸ffÔ¨f»f dUôb°f dU°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f0

Short N.I.T. No. 01 (2022-23)
Tender ID: 2022_DJB_220218_1

The complete details can be seen on website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in. The tender has been uploaded on website.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 16(2022-23)

Sd/- (S. P. Singh)
Dy. S.E. (Project)W-VI

9650291594
STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF N.C.T. DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (P)-9

THROUGH DY. S. E. (PROJ.) W-VI
CHANDRAWAL : WW-II, CIVIL LINES, DELHI-110054

PH: 011-23814133, E-mail: eepw6.djb@nic.in

S.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost (Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Tender
Fee (Rs.)

Date of release of
tender in e-

procurement
solution

Last date / time of
receipt of tender

through e-
procurement solution

1. Boring and Installation of tubewells (Civil and E&M work)
around Bhalswa Lake and other Suitable locations.

40,81,54,623/- 50,81,600/- 1500/- 06.04.2022
6:00 PM onward

19.04.2022,
upto 3:00 PM

SHORT PRESS NIT No- 01/(2022-23)

The more detail required above can be seen on website www.delhi.govtprocurement.com

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 20(2022-23)

Sd/-
(ER. B.L. KURU)

EX. ENGINEER (C) PLANT, WW
C/o CE(WW)

S.
No

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Earnest
Money
(Fresh)

Tender Processing Fee
(Fresh)

Publication date of
tender in e-

procurement Solution

Last date & time for
receipt of tender from e-

procurement solution
1 Construction of Sump and laying of

conveyance system of 13 Nos tubewells at
Haiderpur Water Works.
Tender Id: 2022_DJB_230310_1

8813978/- 176500/- 1000/- 07.04.2022 16.04.2022

“STOP CORONA: WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WW)

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T OF DELHI
CHANDRAWAL: WATER WORKS NO. II CIVIL LINES: DELHI-54

Office Telphone No:- 011-23815504 E-mail: eecplantww.djb@gmail.com

PRESS NIT No 50 EE(E&M)W&SS-II(2021-2022)
S.

No.
Name of Work Earnest

Money
Tender

Fee
Completion

Period
Last date/time of receipt of tender
through e-procurement solution

1. Improvement of B-1 BPS by replacement of existing pump set of
150 HP by 240 HP Pump Set and its all allied accessories work at
B-1 BPS Vasant Kunj under Mehrauli Constituency AC - 45.

63,000/- 500/- 02 Months
20-04-2022
12:00 PM

For further details in this regard can be seen at http://delhiprocurernent.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)

Advt. No. J.S.V. 15 (2022-23)

Sd/-
(SANJAY KHNNA)
EE (E&M) M-11/S-II

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-11

(E&M MAINTENANCE DIVISION)
2nd FLOOR, JAL SADAN BUILDING

LAJPAT NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 110024 EMAIL ID :- eeemwssii@gmail.com

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

PRESS NIT No. 01/WB-I/2022-23

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 19(2022-23)

Sd/-
Dy. S.E. (WB)-I

SI.
No

Name of Work Estimated
Contract

Value (ECV)/
Amount put

to tender

Earnest
Money
(EMD)

Tender Fee Date of Release of
tender in

E-procurement
Solution & Tender ID

No.

Last Date/ Time of receipt
of tender

E-procurement Solution

01 Removal of Blue Green Algae from Hauz Khas
lake in Delhi

R 57,77,280/- R

1,16,000/-
R 1000/- 07.04.2022

2022_DJB_220265_1
22.04.2022 at 03:00 PM

“STOP CORONA, WEAR FACE MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (P)-4
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI

ROOM NO. 31, B-BUILDING, JHANDEWALAN, NEW DELHI-110005.
Phone: 09650094325 Email Id: djbwaterbody@gmail.com
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RORYSMITH
LONDON,APRIL7

LUKAMODRIChas,bythisstage,seenpretty
much all there is to see. He has won four
ChampionsLeague titles.Hehasplayed ina
World Cup final. He has spent a decade at
RealMadrid,embeddedamongsomeof the
finest players of his generation.He is oneof
the finest players of his generation. He is,
mostlikely,neithereasilyimpressednoreas-
ily surprised.
Alittlemorethan20minutesintothefirst

legofRealMadrid’sChampionsLeaguequar-
terfinal against Chelsea on Wednesday,
Modricsawsomethingthatdidboth.Hewas
standing on the edge of Chelsea’s penalty
area, admiring the flight of the crosshehad
just delivered.Hewouldhavebeenpleased
withit:adeft,clippednumber,swirlingaway
fromEdouardMendy’sgoal, andtowardhis
teammateKarimBenzema.
An eye as keen as Modric’s, though,

wouldhaverecognizedthatthetrajectoryof
the ball and the position of the playerwere
notquiteinsync.Benzemawasalittletoofar
forward,orthecrosswasalittletoofarback.
Itwasoutbyonlyaninchorso,butfewplay-
ers treasure precisionmore thanModric;
these thingsmatter.
Still, all was not lost. Benzema had op-

tions. Themost obvious one was to try to
steer the ball low toMendy’s right. Or, per-
haps,hecouldtrytoreplicatetheheaderthat
hadopenedthescoringacoupleofminutes
earlier, one of such force that it had flashed
pastMendy before he had a chance to rec-
ognize it. In a pinch, Benzemamight even
have time to bring the ball down, and play
fromthere.
WhatModriccouldnothaveanticipated

waswhat followed. Benzema, leaning ever
soslightlybackward,noddedtheballgently,
almost softly, back acrossMendy’s goal. It
hung in theair forwhat seemed likeanage,
driftingtowardthefarpost.Therewasamo-
mentofsilenceasMendy,Modricandevery-
oneelseinsideStamfordBridgewaitedtosee
where itwould land.
It nestled, at last, inside the post. As

Benzema turned away, his smile broad and
hispalmsopen,toracetowardRealMadrid’s
fans, Modric still seemed to be frozen. He
waited a beat,maybe two, before jumping,
just a little, into theair, his armsaloft, a grin
of disbelief on his face. Just occasionally, it
turnsout,KarimBenzemacanevensurprise
LukaModric.
In that,at least,he isnotalone.Thearcof

Benzema’s career is, in truth, a littlemisun-
derstood. It isnotquite right topresenthim
as a late bloomer, a flickering talent who
waiteduntil the final fewyearsof his career
to deliver on his longstanding promise, to

learnhowtomakethemostof hisgifts.
Benzemahasalwaysbeenobviously, lav-

ishly,absurdlytalented;hewas,afterall,only
19 years old when Jean-Pierre Papin — no
mean striker himself, in his day—declared
that Benzema possessed the dynamism of
(the Brazilian) Ronaldo, the imagination of
Ronaldinho, the elegance of Thierry Henry
andtheruthlessnessofDavidTrézéguet.
By the time he was 21, Benzema had

come close to signing for Barcelona, and
completedamovetoRealMadrid.Hewould
spend the first decadeof his career in Spain
scoring—onaverage—agoaleverycoupleof
games, the traditional watermark for elite
strikers, and creatingmanymore. Zinedine
Zidane, his coach for a considerableportion

of thattime,variouslydescribedhimas“the
best”anda“total footballer.”
That hewas not the star of the show, of

course, takes no great explanation: Hewas
playing only a few yards from one of the
greatest strikers of all time, a forwardwho
made scoring one in every two look quaint
and old-fashioned and actually, when you
thoughtabout it, somethingof a letdown.
Benzemawasperfectlyhappyaboutthat.

Hewillinglysacrificedhisownstrengths,his
ownambitions, tohelphis teammatemax-
imize his. In doing so, he ensured that no
player, arguably, more than him suffered
quite somuch from the redefinition of the
possible that marked the era of Cristiano
RonaldoandLionelMessi.

The golden autumn that Benzema has
enjoyed, then, since Ronaldo’s departure in
2018,isbestthoughtofasaformofopticalil-
lusion: It is not that he shines any brighter
than before, but that the blazing torch that
forsolongdrownedeveryotherpointof light
has departed. It is only now that it is possi-
ble toseeBenzema inhighdefinition.
Whathasemergedisanuncannyimpres-

sion of the player that Papin described all
thoseyearsago.Benzemahasbecome—has
alwaysbeen,most likely—a complete cen-
terforward,anentireattackmadeflesh,and
yeteventhatundersellshim.Heistheplayer
who makes this Real Madrid, aging and
somewhatpatchwork, a complete team.
The proof of that is simple. A couple of

weeks ago, in his absence, Carlo Ancelotti’s
Madridwasoverwhelmedonhomesoilbya
resurgentBarcelona.Thatnight,asitsuffered
a 4-0 defeat and the Bernabeu jeered and
whistled itsheroes,RealMadrid looked like
what it was supposed to be: a team in the
grip of an awkward and uneasy transition
from one era to the next, half comprising a
teamthathadhad itsdayandhalf compris-
ingasideawaiting its chance.
On either side of that disappointment,

withBenzema in the team,RealMadridhas
overpoweredanadmittedly complicit Paris
St.-Germain andnow—more impressively,
given the French team’s penchant for self-
immolation—beaten Chelsea, the reigning
Europeanchampion,onitsownturf.Onboth
occasions, Benzema has not just scored all
three goals, hehasbeenMadrid’s brain and
itsheart, its focalpointand its cuttingedge.
He is, almost single-handedly, a guaran-

teeofRealMadrid’scontinuedEuropeanrel-
evance. Ancelotti will, now, be confident of
helpinghisteamtoasecondstraightsemifi-
nal in the Spanish capital next week —
though hewould doubtless disagree with
the assessment of his Chelsea counterpart,
Thomas Tuchel, that the tie was over — so
long as Benzema is present. He is the one
whomakes it all work. Maybe that should
notbeasurprise.Maybehehasalwaysbeen
theonewhomakes it allwork. It is just that
wehaveonlystarted tonotice itnow.

NYT

Benzemahasbecomeacompletecentreforward,andyeteventhatundersellshim.

CROSSWORD4709

ACROSS
1Goes forspinandbreaks left
wrist (6)
4Master trickycurrent (6)
9 It isn’tmuchtoask for (7)
10Prize forahospital room(5)
11VetoondiscreditedUS leader
(5)
12Learproductionsetout for
part inHamlet (7)
13 It’s cold fare fora
revolutionary leader (5,6)
18Soaringcangivea foreign
womanmarriedstatus (7)
20Excellent if not fastwayto
surpassothers (5)
22Beof servicewhenafew
growsick (5)
23Girl I signonasan
astronomer(7)
24 Is responsible foraput-up
job(6)
25Anovicereceivesdirections
in Ireland(6)

DOWN
1Puttingawatchon(6)
2Finger thebackof abook(5)
3Freedomrequiredbydrivers
(7)
5Detectamerewhiff (5)
6Hedemandspayment
absolutely rightwithgold(7)
7Mussorgskyhasanamefor
beingdiffident (6)
8 Infantbeing lookedafter for
nogreatcost (5,6)
14Hedoesn’tappreciatewhere
thecoalgoes (7)
15He’sabout tocallupapoet
(7)
16Getoutapieceof fire-
fightingequipment (6)
17Capone isatbay inacorner
(6)
19Cryofpainpermitted ina
youngbird (5)
21 Instrumentused inPurcell
opera (5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Takespecialnote
of interestingnews
thatcomesto light
inan indirectway,

orasaresultof yourpast
creativeefforts.Myadvice
toyounowis toact inaccord
withyourpassionateArien
qualities, free fromall
thosesocialandfamily
pressures thatsooftenhold
youback.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Younowseemto
be inapositionto
driveahardbargain
andbreakany

deadlocks thathavemarred
familyanddomestic
partnerships.Clearupsuch
issues thisweekrather than
next.Asamatterof interest,
relationshipswithchildren
andyounger familymembers
benefitmost.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Younowknowwhat
troublespartners
andclose friends,but
mustalso

understand justhowmuchyou
candotohelp them.This isa
momentwhenyoumustput
yourself out forothers. Inpoint
of fact,onedelicateplanetary
alignmentsays that this isa fine
day forself-sacrifice.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Theplanetary
aspectswhichnow
confrontyoursign
combine influences

whichareprofoundand
long-termwiththosewhich
areextraordinaryand
electrifying inaday-to-day
sense.Youareabout to turn
thecorner inonemajor
personal involvement.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Perhapsyoushould
nowconsider
castingyournet
muchwider than

in thepastand lookat those
taskswhichallowyoutomove
onwithaminimumof fuss.
Flexibility is requiredatwork:
if yougowiththe flowand
bendwiththewind,you
willwintheday.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Youmaybemore
interested inmaking
newfriendsthan
inpursuingclose

and intimatepartnerships.
Thereason is thatyou
mayhavemorepleasure
if you leaveyourself open
tounusual invitations.That
maymeanthatyouhaveto
putasidesomeof your
normalcaution.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
All the important
discussions,
argumentsand
eventswhichhave

implied theexistenceof some
sortof order inyour
professionalandhomeaffairs
maynowberevealedas little
morethanharmlesswindow-
dressing.Thereal fun is
about tobegin.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Thefact thatyou
havetwoplanetary
rulers,Marsand
Pluto,meansthat

yourpsychologicaland
emotionalcyclesaremore
complexthanthenorm.
This iswhyyouaresoon
tobepulledbetweentwo
options,onedirectand
straightforward, theother,
tangledanddevious.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
If youhaveyour
witsaboutyouthis
weekyouought to
beable to finalisea

seriesof personalarrangements
andengagements.Youhave
another twoweeks tomake
sure thateverything is
clearlyunderstoodbyboth
sides.Youmayhavetobang
theirheads togetherat
certainpoints.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Whydopartners
appear tohavesuch
aneasy timeof it,
whileyouarebeset

byproblemsof increasing
complexity?Actually the
answer isprobably thatyour life
ismoredynamicand
interesting thantheirs, andyou
are therefore facedwitha
greater rangeof options.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
For longer thanyou
care toadmityou
havebeenavoiding
deepemotional

contact inaparticular
relationship.Thismaybethe
real,underlyingreasonwhya
partner isabout to issueyou
withachallengeandaskyouto
comeclean.Perhaps,youwere
right toprotectyour feelings.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Youcertainlydonot
seemtobeata
particular
disadvantage, so I

cannotseeanyreason inyour
solarchartwhyyoushouldnot
pressaheadwith family
arrangementsorhome
improvements.Andneithercan
I seeanyreasonwhyyou
shouldn'tmakearather
profitable investment.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Ittakesa___mantobea__listener.-CalvinCoolidge(5,.,4)

SOLUTION:TEARY,OVOID,TINTED,JOGGLE
Answer:Ittakesagreatmantobeagoodlistener.-CalvinCoolidge

TYAER EINTDT

DIVOO EJLOGG

SolutionsCrossword4708:Across:1Mafiosi,5Macao,8Pressformoney,9Ether,
10Arduous,11Glider,12Apathy,15Offence,17Roots,19Breakingpoint,20Ended,
21Sweater.Down:1Maple,2Fresh-airfiend,3Observe,4Isobar,5Mimed,6
Contortionist,7Odyssey,11Goodbye,13Porkpie,14Tennis,16Naked,18Satyr.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

RealMadrid Chelsea
3 1
Benzema21’ 24’46’ Havertz40’

*Aggregate3-1

Villareal BMunich
1 0
Danjuma08’

*Aggregate1-0

RealMadridstriker reiteratesclasswithhat-trickagainstChelsea in1st legofChampionsLeagueQF

TOPEUROPEANclubswillbe limited
tospendingnomorethan70%of their
revenueontheirsquadsundernew
"sustainabilityregulations"passedby
UEFA'sexecutivecommitteeon
Thursday.Thenewapproachwill
replacethepreviousFinancialFair
Playsystemandintroducesa"squad
cost rule" thatwill limit spendingon
wages, transfersandagent fees.

70% figurewillbereachedafter
a threeyear transition

period,gradually falling from90%.

“UEFA'SFIRST financial regulations,
introducedin2010, served itsprimary
purpose,"UEFApresidentAleksander
Ceferinsaidat theExecutive
Committeemeeting inNyon.

“THEYHELPEDpullEuropean
football financesbackfromthebrink
andrevolutionisedhowEuropean
football clubsarerun.

"HOWEVER,THEevolutionof the
football industry,alongsidethe
inevitable financialeffectsof the
pandemic,hasshowntheneedfor
wholesalereformandnewfinancial
sustainabilityregulations."

UEFAADDED thatacceptable losses
willdouble from30millioneuros
($32.74million)over threeyears to60
millioneurosover thesameperiod.

THENEW regulationswill comeinto
force in June2022.

Reuters

UEFA AGREESNEWFINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY RULES FORCLUBS

The golden age of Benzema
SCORELINE

Mumbai City stare
at gulf in class
OpentheirAFCChampionsLeaguecampaign
againstSaudiArabianclubAlShababonFriday

SHASHANKNAIR
NEWDELHI,APRIL7

ASMUMBAICityFCembarkontheirfirst-ever
AFCChampionsLeaguecampaign,coachDes
Buckinghamofferedasoberingrealitycheck.
TheEnglishmansaidthatthemonetaryvalue
of Al Shabab’s playerswere 5-6 timesmore
than that of theMumbai City teamand that
thatshouldputitintocontexthowdifficultthis
groupwillbe.Andyet,theteamhascomewith
onegoalinmind.Winonegame.
Keepingagoalofwinningonegamemay

soundslightlydefeatistbutwhenconsidering
the gulf in quality of Indian teams going up
againstsomeofAsia’sbest,inthebiggestAsian
club football tournament no less – the goal
soundswell-thoughtout.
“Teams thatwewill comeupagainst are

thebestinAsia,soitwillbeexcitingtofacethis
challenge.Wehavemanyplayerswhohaven’t
competed at this level before.Weknowwe
havetobesmartbutatthesametimeweneed
to find a structure that allowsus our style of
play," Buckinghamsaid in apre-matchpress
conference.
LastseasonFCGoabecamethefirstIndian

club to be a part of the Asian Champions
League. In theirmaiden venture, theyman-
agedthreedrawsinsixgamesandgoalkeeper
Dheeraj Singhmade26 saves andmade it to
the teamof the season. ButGoa, a teamthat
easilymanagedtokeep65%possessionofthe
ballinmostgamesintheIndianSuperLeague,
wasnotabletoholdontotheballformorethan
35%throughouttheAsianChampionsLeague.
Mumbai’s first game against Al Shabab,

might in fact, be their easiest in this group.
ArgentinemidfielderEverBanegaisthemain
lynchpin of the Saudi Arabian clubwhich is
makingitsfirstappearanceintheChampions
Leaguesince2015.Mumbaiwill thenhaveto
facethelegendaryAirForceClubIraq.AirForce
havewon theAFCCup three timesbutwere
dead last in their group in their previous
Champions Leagueouting. And then there is
AlJazira,thetopclubofUAE.AlJaziraboastsof
one of Asia’s most prolific strikers. Ali
Mabkhouthasbagged79goalsin103interna-
tional appearances and has proven to be a
marksmanthathasdominatedforadecadeat
thehighestlevelsinAsia.
If there are any advantages that the

Islandersaregoingtoenjoy, it is thenearper-
fectpreparationsthey’vehadintheleadupto
theChampionsLeague.Whentheclub’sgroup
wasannounced, coachDesBuckinghamhad
told the Indian Express that the important
thingwasfortheclubto‘adjusttotheplaying

conditionsofthevenue’.Theydidjustthat,en-
joyingatwo-weektrainingcampinAlForsan,
AbuDhabi before leaving forRiyadh, thede-
centralisedvenueforGroupB’smatches.
In this two-week camp,Mumbai played

twofriendliesagainstUAEchampionsAl-Ain
and second division club Al Hilal United.
Surprisingly,MumbaibeatAl-Ain2-1(TheUAE
ProLeagueclubwasmissingfourof it’s inter-
national playerswhowereonnational team
duty)andthenbeatAlHilalaswelltocapoffa
perfecttrainingcamp.
"Itgaveourplayerstheopportunitytoex-

perience the levelof competitionhere. It also
gavethemtheopportunitytotestthemselves.
Itgaveusthechancetoworkonourshapeand
structure."Hethenadded,"Weknowwehave
tobesmart, butat the sametimeweneed to
findastructurethatallowsusourstyleofplay."
In the ISL,Mumbaiwereexpected tobea

contending side, after their dominant league
winning campaign. But the change of coach
fromSergio Lobera toBuckingham, coupled
withthelossofafewkeyforeignplayersmeant
thatMumbaithisseasonhavesimplynotbeen
aforcetoreckonwith.
It iseasyto lookat theirowners–theCity

FootballGroup–andfeelliketheyshouldhave
achanceofdoingwell inthegroup.ButAsian
FootballConfederationruleslimitforeignplay-
ers (for now, as this rule is soon set to be
scrapped) and the gulf in quality between
someof the best Indian players andplayers
fromUAE, IranandSaudiArabia issimplytoo
big a bridge tobreach. But the target ofwin-
ningatleastonegameoutoftheirgroup,espe-
ciallythisgroupwithitsrichheritageofAsian
teams,shouldputMumbaiingoodstead.

LIVE: MUMBAICITYFCVS ALSHABAB,
10:45PM,STARSPORTSNETWORK

MumbaiCityFCplayersduringa
practicesession.

New Delhi
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PLAYING TONIGHT
Indian Premier League
PBKS vs GT, 7.30pm,
Live on Star Sports Network

Sindhu,Srikanth
stormintoquarters
Suncheon: PV Sindhu and Kidambi
Srikanth progressed to the quarterfi-
nalsbutLakshyaSenwasoustedafter
losinghis second roundmatch at the
Korea Open. World number seven
Sindhu got the better of world num-
ber 26 Japan'sAyaOhori 21-1521-10
inalop-sidedcontesttotakeherhead-
to-headcountagainsttheJapaneseto
anoverwhelming12-0.Worldcham-
pionshipsilvermedallistSrikanthsaw
off Israel'sMishaZilberman21-1821-
6tosetupaclashwithlocalhopeand
former world no 1 Son Wan ho.
CommonwealthGamessilvermedal-
lists and world no seven pairing of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
ShettydefeatedSingapore'sHeeYong
KaiTerryandLohKeanHean21-1521-
19in36minutestoalsoadvancetothe
quarterfinals.

ShootersVijay,Jitu
backinIndiasquad
NewDelhi:Olympic silvermedallist
VijayKumarandWorldChampionship
silverwinnerJituRaireturnedtothena-
tionalsquadfortheshootingWorldCup
afterbeingawayforaprolongedperiod.
Vijay,who claimedahistoric silver in
25mrapid firepistoleventat the2012
LondonOlympics,madeacomebackto
competitive shooting after five years
whenheparticipated in the national
championships lastNovember at the
Dr Karni Singh Shooting Range here.
The tournament in Bakuwill be held
fromMay27toJune7.

SwimmerNatarajtops
‘B’finalinFrance
NewDelhi:AceIndianswimmerSrihari
Natarajclocked55.28stowinthemen's
100mbackstroke'B'finalattheFrench
EliteOpenSwimmingChampionship
in Limoges, France. Competing in his
firstinternationalmeetof theyear,the
21-year-old first clocked55.88 in the
preliminaryroundofhispetevent.He
finished in the top10of the46 swim-
merfieldbutcouldn'tmakethecutfor
the 'A' final.Nataraj thenshaved0.60s
offhisheatstimetowintheBfinal.The
Bengaluru swimmer has a personal
best of 53.77s in the eventwhich he
achievedlastyearinJune.

ATKMBtoallow50
percentspectators
Kolkata:Spectatorswillbeallowedto
fill up half of the Salt Lake Stadium,
approximately33,000people,during
ATKMohunBagan'sAFCCupprelim-
inary round two clash against Sri
Lanka'sBlueStarSChereonTuesday.
Ticketsarebeingsoldonlineinthede-
nominations of Rs 300 and Rs 500,
saidanofficialof the localorganising
committee.

TN,Punjab,Railways
enterlasteight
Chennai:Host teamTamil Nadu de-
feateda strong IndianRailways85-74
inaGroupFmatchinthesecondround
stage of the 71st Senior National
Basketball Championship here on
Thursday. Aravind Kumar with 29
points led theway for thehome time
whileArvindA (19) andcaptainMuin
Bek(18)alsoperformedstrongly.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

BRIEFLY

JUNIOR WOMEN’S HOCKEY WORLD CUP

MIHIRVASAVDA
APRIL7

SALIMATETEhas been around for so long,
it’s easy to forget how young she actually
is. The 21-year-old was instrumental in
Indiawinning the silvermedal at the2018
Youth Olympics. The following year, she
playedan influential role in India’squalifi-
cation for the Tokyo Olympics and at the
Games in the Japanese capital, her speed
becameanoutlet for India to launchbreaks,
which became the team’s trademark of
sorts. The same can also be said of
Lalremsiami and SharmilaDevi.
Now,thetrio,withSalimaasthecaptain,

is set out for another mission – the Junior
WorldCup.Sofar, thecampaignhasgoneas
per plan; in fact, it can be said they have
punchedabovetheirweight,havingdefeated
Germany,whose seniorprogramme is con-
sidered far superior to India’s, in the group
stage to finishontop.
The real test, however, begins now. On

Friday, Indiawill faceatrickySouthKoreain
thequarterfinals. If theygetpastthathurdle,
they’ll most likely have to overcome the
mightyNetherlands in the last four to reach

the final. No Indianwomen’s teamhas ever
reached that far ina JuniorWorldCup.
Butthere’sastrongbeliefwithinthecur-

rent group, on thebackof anOlympic cam-
paignwheretheteamoverachievedandalso
becauseof theexperiencewithinthesquad.
It shows in thewaytheyplay. Thebody lan-
guage of the players, the confidence with
whichtheymovetheballaroundandtheco-
ordination showhow they’ve been trained
for this tournament.
It also helps that the bulk of this squad

hasbeentogether foralmost fouryears.Out
of the nine players who finished on the
podiuminthefive-a-sideformatattheYouth
Olympics,eightareinPotchefstroom.Almost
halfadozenofthemwerefast-trackedtothe
seniorteamandthree–Salima,Lalremsiami
andSharmila–arenowthemainstaysof the
national team.
Thetriohaspassedonthelessonsthey’ve

learntwith the senior side to the under-21
players, be it the culturewithin the playing
grouporthewaystohandlepressure.“When
wewent to Tokyo, we didn’t know how to
deal with the pressure you get at such big
events,”Salimasaid. “Welearnthowtodeal
with it, and nowplayingmore often in the
seniors, we learnt so muchmore. Off the

field,onthefield,thepracticematches,we’ve
gaineda lotof confidence.”

Culture seeps through
It's striking how similar the senior and

junior teams are, startingwith theway the
goalkeepers lift the sidewith their antics to
thedoggednessof thedefenceandmidfield,
theirwilltofightforeveryballandthespeed
of theattackers.

These traits will come in handy on
Fridaywhen India takeonSouthKorea.On
form, Indiawill start favourites,havingwon
all threematches in thegroupstage inem-
phatic fashion, scoring 11 goals and con-
ceding just twice.SouthKorea,ontheother
hand,huffedandpuffed theirway into the
last 8, winning just one (against a lowly
Uruguay)and losing two, includingagainst
Austria, but managing to sneak into the
knockout rounds based on a superior goal
difference.
But Indiaknowtheycan ill affordtotake

SouthKorealightly.Theyareateamthatwill
try to slowdownthepaceandbreak India’s
rhythm. In themost recent clash between
theseniorteamsof thetwocountries,at the
AsiaCup in January, SouthKoreahadedged
out India 3-2 in the semifinals. India,
favourites towin thatmatch, scripted their
owndownfall bybeingprofligate in frontof
goal, making toomany uncharacteristic er-
rorsandconcedingsoftgoals.
On Friday, India’s under-21 sidewill be

keentoavoidthesamemistakes;theoneles-
sonthat‘seniors’ inthejuniorteamwillhope
topassonto therest.

IndiavsSouthKorea,12.30pm,
liveonwatch.hockey &Fancode

Indianplayers trainaheadof thequarterfinalvsSouthKorea.Hockey India/Twitter

RestrictDelhi tomodest score,beforeDeKockguidessuccessful chase

QuintondeKock’sknockat thetopof theorderset thetoneforLucknow’srunchaseagainstDelhi. Sportzpics for IPL

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MUMBAI, APRIL 7

DELHI CAPITALS had nothing in the tank
againstLucknowSuperGiants’ spinnersaf-
ter Prithvi Shaw’s initial blitz, andQuinton
de Kock’s 80 set LSG on course for a six-
wicket victory.

Shaw surges
Even when batsmen are said to have

thrown the kitchen sink at the ball, it in-
cludes only their main equipment and not
their bodies. But Shawwas in such amood
on Thursday evening that he actually
lunged, swishing his blade furiously, at a K
Gowthamdeliveryinthesecondoverof the
DC innings. Fortunately for him, the thick-
edged ball flew past slip for four. That was
abouttheonlyforcingstrokefromShawthat
didn’t comeoff on thenight.
Two balls later, he charged down the

pitchand swung JasonHolder onebounce
into the deep midwicket rope. Not satis-
fied,heheavedthenext fromtheCaribbean
all-rounder all the way over the same re-
gion for six.
Shaw in thismood is often, or probably

almostalways,aballawayfromdescending
intoself-destructmode,butonThursday,he
heldit togetherfor34deliveriestomake61.
Eleven of those runs came in boundaries,
oneevery thirdball he faced.
KLRahul put in place a short thirdman,

a backward point, a cover-point, and a
sweeper. Shaw dismissed Avesh Khan for
three consecutive fours through that forti-
fied area. But Avesh kept offering width.
Perhaps itwas theplan; assuming itwas, it
certainlydidn’twork.

Andrew Tye knocked the wind out of
Shaw’s sails brieflywithablowon thebox.
Shaw went sprawling face down on the
grass, got some attention from the physio
and punched the very next one over back-
ward point for four more. There was no
width this time, but Shaw had created his
own space by not shuffling across and in-
stead arching back a bit to practically
square-loft theball.
Thebowlerwho’dcomeclosetodismiss-

ing him early, Gowtham, took out Shaw
eventually in theeighthover.

But DC crawl
In the45deliveries forwhichDC’s fresh

opening pair of David Warner and Shaw
was in themiddle,Warner faced a total of
11balls, inwhichhescrapedfourruns.This
complete absence of rhythmwas tomark
the rest of theDC innings. In the over after
Shaw fell, Warner reached out to what
wouldhaveotherwisebeenawidegoogly
from Ravi Bishnoi and stabbed it to back-
ward point.
Bishnoi couldafford tobemoreaggres-

sive against Rovman Powell, who had no
idea what the leg-spinner was up to. A
tossed-up googly arrived outside off,
Powell tried a futile slog-sweep and was
bowled for 3 off 10.
Astrangefourth-wicketpartnershipfol-

lowed between skipper Rishabh Pant and
DC debutant Sarfaraz Khan, even as LSG
tighteneditupwiththeirspinnersfollowing
Shaw’sexit.Apartfromheavingtwostraight
sixes,oneof themamishit,offTye,Pantdid-
n’t seem to be able to get the ball off the
squareforthemostpart.Hewasoneightoff
19 – including amaiden from Gowtham -
beforehehithis firstboundary.Hetriedthe
helicopter, he tried all sorts of heaves, he
triedbackingawayandcuttingballsheaded
foroff stump.Nothingworked.Panttrudged
until theveryendandmanaged39off 36.
Sarfaraz beganwithmuchmore prom-

ise, reverse-sweeping Bishnoi against the
incominganglefor fouroffhis thirdball.He
typicallynudgeditaroundonthebigsquare

outfield for twos. But the big shots were
missingfromthearsenal.At36off28,hedid
slightlybetterthanPant,butthat isnotsay-
ingmuch.DC’s149wasthethird-lowestto-
tal ever in the IPL for the loss of three or
fewerwicketsbya sidebatting first.

Nortje hurls himself out
A target of 150 amid dewwas going to

need a miracle or a meltdown to defend,
but DC did put in a few quiet overs at the
start. On came their retained speedster
Anrich Nortje for his first match in five
months since the T20 World Cup, and
Quinton de Kock burst to life against his
compatriot. A slap past extra cover fol-
lowed by two lovely straight drives and
topped up by a pick-up six produced a 19-
run over, and LSGwere on theirway.
By the time Nortje came back in the

14th, de Kock had gone past fifty and the
ball was wet. Nortje ripped two beamers
in two overs, one each at de Kock and
Deepak Hooda. The first one was fended
forsixovershort thirdman, thesecondone
took Nortje out of the attack. Kuldeep
Yadav came on to finish Nortje’s over, and
after copping a couple of fours, succeeded
in luring de Kock to step out and slice a
heave to short thirdmanon80 off 52.

Different game after QDK
Like with DC in the wake of Shaw, LSG

lost steam after de Kock’s departure. Even
with amere 28 needed off 24 balls, the re-
mintedpairingofKrunalPandyaandHooda
struggled against the changes of pace and
full lengths of Shardul Thakur and
MustafizurRahman for a coupleof overs.
Butwith17requiredoff10,Krunal lofted

Rahmanoverlong-onforthereleasebound-
ary,andAyushBadonisealedLSG’sthirdwin
in fourgameswith twoballs left.
BRIEFSCORES:Delhi Capitals 149/3 in

20 overs (Prithvi Shaw61, Rishabh Pant 39
not out, Sarfaraz Khan 36 not out; Ravi
Bishnoi2/22) lost toLucknowSuperGiants
155/4 in 19.4 overs (Quinton de Kock 80;
KuldeepYadav2/31)by sixwickets

Super Giants make
Capital gains

SYNOPSIS: Ravi Bishnoi and K
Gowtham’s combined 3 for 45 in
eight overs restricted DC to 149,
whichwasnevergoing tobeenough
withQuintondeKockshiningforLSG

Just not your day, Nortje

Couple of weeks ago,
Delhi Capitals released
a video of Anrich
Nortje. He is seen flip-
pingthroughhisphone
with the screen show-
ing queries from fans
askingupdatesabouthisinjury.Intheend,
helooksupatthecamera,repeatsaques-
tionfromafan,‘Nortjekahanhai?’,andan-
swers itwith ‘Nortjeyaha(n)hai!’. Social
mediapromotionisonething,bowlingto
Quinton deKock is another thing alto-
gether after not playing competitive
cricket for fivemonthsafter apersistent
hip issue.His comebackgamedidn’t get
offtoagreatstartasDeKockcrashedhim
forahat-trickoffoursandasixoffthefifth
ball.Rustyperhaps,nervesmaybe,but it
wasallquitegentlereally.Threefullballs
on theoff stump lineweredrivenaway
withoutmuchfuss.Andtheunsurprising
short ball was disposed over leg-side
boundary.Nortje,witha70’sTelugu-film
starmoustache,winced as he trudged
awayatendoftheover.

When Pant was kept quiet

What’s the odds of
keeping Rishabh
Pant quiet for an en-
tire over? Krishnappa
Gowtham earned the
boasting rights by
bowlingout amaiden
over toPant.Hestartedwithtwoquick
armers from round the stumps and
Pantmissed the first and barelyman-
aged to chop the next one away from
stumps.Gowthamslowedthepaceon
the third and Pant tapped it away.
Another slower full delivery followed,
andPantmistimedandedged it away.
Gowtham completed the full circle
with two quick armers and Pant just
about managed to keep the last one
from the stumps; in fact he had to
knock it away after the edge threat-
ened to take the ball towards the
stumps.Theslider isalwaysagoodball
to bowl to Pant, who for some reason
most often than not tries the cut shot
despite its length and line, and gets
into a tanglemany a time.

Ravi Bishnoi is 21, looks 16. Hewears
shoes that are baby pink, a shademore
suitedforthechuchuwhistlingfootwear
thattoddlerslove.Whenpraisedhehangs
his tongue out in embarrassment. If his
captain gives him a stare, he looks like a
childcaughtwithhishandstuckinasugar
jar.Anditisthispersonathatgivesthesly
leggie a layer of deception. Though he
might look likeone,Bishnoi isnota little
boystrayingonfieldduringDaddy'scor-
porate cricket game. Against him today
was Rovman Powell, the big burly
Jamaicanknownforhisbrutalstrokesthat
intimidatemostbowlers.Bishnoiisn'tone
of them. He threw up awrong 'un that
spun like a super-sonic topwithwings.
Theextrarevolutionsmadetheballhang
in air thatmuch longer and fall wee bit
shorter, Powell's mighty heavemerely
disturbed the air around the crease. The
ballhit the stumpsand theboywithchu
chuwhistling footwear jumpedin joy. All pictures: Sportzpics for IPL

Scream of agony!

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER
Hot heads, calmminds and everything in between at the game

As soon as he got out, edging an at-
tempted cut off awell-outsideoff de-
liveryfromtheoffspinnerKGowtham,
PrithviShawturnedandwalkedaway
quickly.Afewstepsdown,itmusthave
sunkinhimthathehasthrownawaya
greatstartagainstquiteordinarybowl-
ingforhesuddenlyputhisheaddown
and screamed. After giving away two
successive boundaries, Gowtham
shiftedhislinetoroundthestumpsand
bowledthecross-seamsliderwellout-
side off. Shaw just couldn’t helphim-
selffromhavingago.Untilthen,hewas

on awhirlwind big bash, slamming
anything bowled at him. Pulls, cuts,
loftedhitsthoughtherewasthisonein-
cidentwhereheresembledJackieChan
inDrunkenMaster. Gowthamagain
with a slider outside off and Shawal-
mostwobbledaway,reachingoutwith
just his hands, like Chanwould try to
grappleanopponentforsupportinthe
movie,andonlyedgedit.Butsoquickit
all happened that JasonHolderat first
slip seemed dazed and yanked and
duckedhisheadawayfromtheball,lest
itbreakhisteeth.

Disarming smile & armed guile

Bhubaneswar: Olympic champions
the Netherlands have arrived with
theirsecond-stringsidebuttheIndian
women's hockey team still faces a
stern test when it clashes with the
world number one rival in the dou-
ble-leg FIH Pro League tie, starting
here on Friday. None of the players,
that competed for the Netherlands
duringtheirsuccessfulOlympiccam-
paign,featuresinthevisitingsidebut
theIndianscan'tbreatheasy,goingby
thestandardof thesportintheDutch
land. The last time, the two teams
clashed during the Tokyo Olympics,
theNetherlandshadhammeredIndia
5-1. However, the Indianwomen so
farhavedonewell intheirdebutsea-
son. They are placed fourth in the
standings with 12 points from six
games. Netherlands, on the other
hand, are sitting atop the tablewith
17points fromsixmatches. PTI

Stern test awaits
Indian women

After romping through group stage, India take on South Korea in quarterfinals

New Delhi
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