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Will hear petition
against electoral
bond scheme: CJ1

In 19 tranches since 2018, poll bonds
worth Rs 9,208 crore sold: Govt data

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

THE SUPREME Court has agreed
to take up for hearing a pending
plea challenging the Electoral
Bond Scheme, 2018.

Chief Justice of India N V
Ramana told Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, who mentioned the
matter Tuesday, that the court
would have heard it earlier had
it not been for Covid-19. “We will
hearit,” the CJI said.

Seeking urgent hearing,
Bhushan said there is news that
acompany in Kolkata paid Rs 40
crore toavoid araid. “It’s distort-
ing democracy,” he contended.

The top court is seized of pe-

After missile
‘malfunction’,
BrahMos buyer
Manila called
Indian envoy

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

DAYS AFTER the “accidental fir-
ing” of an Indian missile which
landed in Pakistan, the
Philippines, which is buying
BrahMos missiles from India,
reached out to India and sought
an explanation on what had
happened.

Defence Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana, one of the most sen-
ior ministers in the Philippines
cabinetled by President Rodrigo
Duterte, had called in Shambhu
S Kumaran, Indian ambassador
in Manila.

Kumaran told Lorenzana
there was no technical issue with
the missile systems and an “en-
quiry was underway”. He also
conveyed that as and when the
probe details are available, it will
be shared with the authorities.

The accidental firing of the
missile — it was believed to be a
BrahMos but there was no official
word on that — triggered some
concerninManila.On January 28
this year, the Philippines signed a
deal to buy three batteries of the
BrahMos missile which is devel-
oped jointly by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO)and Russia’s
NPO Mashinostroyeniya.

Manufactured by BrahMos
Aerospace in India, the
Philippines deal is worth nearly
$375 million, and is being touted
as India’s first significant defence
export.
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titions filed by two NGOs —
Common Cause and Association
for Democratic Reforms (ADR) —
challenging the scheme.

The 20th tranche of electoral
bonds opened for sale April 1 to
April 10.

Last month, ina written reply
in Rajya Sabha, Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
provided break-up of the sale of
electoral bonds: Rs 1056.73 crore

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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BONDING OVER DINNER

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari was among the BJP leaders at a dinner hosted by NCP chief
Sharad Pawar for visiting Maharashtra MLAs in New Delhi on Tuesday. Shiv Sena’s Sanjay

Raut was also present. ANI

REPORT, PAGE9

Raut in Mumbai, Jain in Delhi: ED
attaches assets linked to Opp leaders

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN &
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
MUMBAI,NEW DELHI, APRIL 5

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) moved against two promi-
nent Opposition leaders on
Tuesday, provisionally attaching
assets worth Rs 115 crore linked
to three persons in Mumbai, in-
cluding the wife of Shiv Sena MP

Fear, confusion after Delhi
meat shop directive; apply

across country: BJP MP

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
& ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,APRILS

THE RIPPLES of a letter by the
South MCD mayor, directing
meat shops in South Delhi to
shut during Navratri, were felt at
several Delhi neighbourhoods
Tuesday as some shopkeepers
downed shutters out of fear
while others decided to open, al-
beit cautiously.

This came as the BJP, which
rules Delhi’s three civic bodies —
South, Eastand North — doubled
down on the directive, with its
MP Parvesh Sahib Singh Verma
saying meat shops across the

Shops at INA market were
shut Tuesday morning. Some
opened later. Tashi Tobgyal

country should be shut during
Navratri, and the opposition —
AAP, Congress and even former

J&K Chief Minister Omar

Abdullah — hitting back.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

i Sanjay Raut, and, in a separate
move, assets worth Rs4.81 crore
of companies allegedly linked to
AAP leader and Delhi Minister
Satyendra Jain and his relatives.
In both cases, the central
agency moved under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act(PMLA).
InMumbai, the ED said its case
is linked to alleged irregularities
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AAP’s Satyendar Jain and
Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut

UNSC MEETING ON UKRAINE

Condemn Bucha killings,
back call for probe: India

Without naming Russia, Delhi’s strongest statement yet

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, APRILS

WITH IMAGES of civilian bodies
littering the streets of Bucha
sparking a global outcry, India
Tuesday “unequivocally con-
demned” the killings as “deeply
disturbing” and supported the
call for an “independent probe”
into the happenings in the
Ukrainian town which had been
under Russian occupation until
recently.

This is the strongest state-
ment by New Delhi so far on
Russia's actions following its in-
vasion of Ukraine which began
February 24.

Ahead of the statement at the
United Nations Security Council,
US Secretary of State Antony ]
Blinken spoke to External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar. This was
their second conversation within
a week. They are due to meet in
Washington DCon April 11 for the
Indo-US 2+2 meeting between

The space
® shrinks

EXPLAINED

DELHI HAS maintained a
diplomatic balance on
the Ukraine conflict. But
the Bucha killings have
led to shrinking of India's
diplomatic space created
with much effort. This
has prompted Delhi to
condemn the incident,
indirectly targeting
Moscow.

THE WORLD

ACCUSES RUSSIAN
MILITARY OF WAR
CRIMES raAGE13

Foreign and Defence ministers.
At the UNSC meeting on
Ukraine which was addressed by
Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, T S Tirumurti, India's
Permanent Representative at the
UN, without naming Russia,
said: "Recent reports of civilian
killings in Bucha are deeply dis-
turbing. We unequivocally con-

demn these killings and support
the call for an independent in-
vestigation.”

“The situation in Ukraine has
not shown any significant im-
provement... the security situa-
tion has only deteriorated, as
well as its humanitarian conse-
quences,” he said. “We hope the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Amid financial ruin, Sri Lanka

caught in political deadlock

NIRUPAMA 7
SUBRAMANIAN L
CHENNAI,APRIL5

THE ECONOMIC ruin appears to
have brought to an abrupt end
the ruling Rajapaksa family's to-
tal domination of Sri Lanka, but
the country finds itself in the
middle of a peculiar political cri-
sis today: the Opposition seems
almost diffident about testing
what is left of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa's

Tuesday. Reuters

Police guard a road leading to Parliament in Colombo on

PRESIDENT REVOKES EMERGENCY, PAGE 13

support in Parliament.

While the President is di-
rectly elected and firewalled
from changes in Parliamentary
configurations, the government
is now in minority after about 40

lawmakers in the big tent called
Sri Lanka People's Freedom
Alliance decided to quit the rul-
ing coalition and function as an
“independent” group.

There are no moves yet to get
the government to prove its ma-

jority on the floor of the House,

and the Prime Minister and the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Day after attack, police
back to guard 2 Pandit
families in Shopian

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, APRIL S

THERE ARE only two Kashmiri
Pandit families living in
Chotigam village of Shopian -
the Bhats and a neighbour.
When militancy erupted in
Kashmir and other Pandits left
the Valley, including over a
dozen families from Chotigam,
the two decided to stay back.
On Monday evening, Anil
Kumar Bhat was sitting outside
his medical shop when he saw
two youths drive up on a motor-
cycle,and one of them alight and
go in. Anil thought they had
come to buy some medicines.

Suddenly, he says, gunshots
punctuated the silence of the
sleepy village, and Anil’s brother
Bal Krishan Bhat came out
screaming.

Anil says: “They fired at Bal
Krishan with a pistol. They
aimed at his head, but he cov-
ered it with his arms, and that
saved him.”

A critical Bal Krishan was
rushed to the Army’s 92 Base
Hospital in Srinagar. He is now
stable.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

PM LIKELY TO VISIT
JAMMU ON APRIL 24
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Hot March may singe
wheat, crop sown late
set to suffer yield loss

PAGE1
ANCHOR

HARISH DAMODARAN
JHAJJAR, PATAUDI
(HARYANA), APRIL 5

IT'S40degrees Celsius at Mohan
Kumar's wheat field, but he’s un-
fazed. “Garmi se pareshan nahin
hain (The heat doesn’t worry
me),” says the 47-year-old, who
farms 52 acres — 12 of his own
and 40 leased — at Khera Patauda
village in Haryana’s Jhajjar.

The reason: Kumar's entire
wheat on 30 acres -- the remain-
ing 22 acres have mustard -- was
sown early, between October 8
and November 1.1t could, there-
fore, escape the sudden heat
spike from the second half of
March, which scientists fear may
impact grain yields in many
wheat-growing areas.

Maximum temperatures in
Jhajjar crossed 35 degrees on
March 15, 38 on March 20, and
40 by the month-end. But when
The Indian Express visited Kumar
on Monday afternoon, he had al-

Mohan Kumar at his farm in
Jhajjar dist. Harish Damodaran

ready harvested the crop on all
but 3 acres. “I should get 65
mann per acre (26 quintals; one
mannis 40 kg) from this plot. My
average yields on the rest were
55 mann (22 quintals/acre). But
that was due to water-logging
from too much rain in January
and not heat,” he says.

A typical 140 to 145-day
wheat crop takes 90 to 100 days
for flowering. That's when the
“baali” (earheads bearing the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Bucha killings

international community will
continue to respond positively to
humanitarian needs. We support
calls urging for guarantees of safe
passage to deliver essential hu-
manitarian and medical sup-
plies.” Keeping in view the “dire
humanitarian situation” in
Ukraine, Tirumurti said India has
been sending humanitarian sup-
plies to Ukraine and its neigh-
bours -- these include medicines
and other essential relief material.
“We stand ready to provide more
medical supplies toUkrainein the
coming days,” he said

Urging that humanitarian
help should not be “politicized”,
hesaid, “Allow me toreiterate the
importance of UN Guiding
Principles of Humanitarian
Assistance  once  again.
Humanitarian action must al-
ways be guided by the principles
of humanitarian assistance, i.e.,
humanity, neutrality, impartial-
ity, and independence. These
measures should never be politi-
cized.” Hereiterated India's call for
anend toviolence and advocated
diplomacy -- in line with what
Delhi has conveyed to Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Ukraine's Zelenskyy.

“India continues to remain
deeply concerned at the worsen-
ing situation and reiteratesits call
for immediate cessation of vio-
lence and end to hostilities. We
have emphasized right from the
beginning of the conflict the need

to pursue the path of diplomacy
and dialogue. When innocent hu-
man lives are at stake, diplomacy
must prevail as the only viable op-
tion. In this context we take note
of the ongoing efforts, including
the meetings held recently be-
tween the parties,” he said.

In another reference to
Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
Tirumurti said: "We continue to
emphasize to all member states
of the UN that the global order is
anchored on international law,
UN Charter and respect for territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty of
states.” He also pointed to the im-
pactofthecrisis on India's domes-
tic prices - oil prices have been
hiked by Rs 9.20 in 15 days in
India. “The impact of the crisis is
being felt beyond the region with
increasing food and energy costs,
especially for many developing
countries. Itisin our collective in-
terest to work constructively, both
inside the United Nations and
outside, towards seeking an early
resolution to the conflict,” he said.

The graphicimages of killings
inBucha,atown north of Kyiv, has
shocked the international com-
munity. Zelenskyy has called it
“genocide”. He travelled to Bucha
Monday. Ukraine said its forces
have retaken all areas around Kyiv
for the first time since the start of
the Russian invasion, according to
Reuters. US Secretary of State
Blinken said that the Bucha im-
ages are "a punch to the gut. We
have come out and said that we
believe that Russian forces have
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committed war crimes and we've
been working todocument that."

British Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss said Russia's "indiscriminate
attacks against innocent civilians
... must be investigated as war
crimes." NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg said this is "bru-
tality against civilians" not seenin
Europe for decades.

German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock tweeted that
theimages emerging from Bucha
are "unbearable." "Those respon-
sible for these war crimes mustbe
held accountable,” she said.

Rejecting the allegations,
Russia's envoy at the UN, Vassily
Nebenzia, said: “What happened
in Bucha is exactly a false flag at-
tack by the Kiev regime and its
Western sponsors. The possible
goal of this provocation is horri-
fying and brings back the night-
mares of the Nazi crimes during
the Second World War.”

Poll bonds

in2018; Rs5071.99 crorein2019;
Rs 363.96 crore in 2020; Rs
1502.29 crore in 2021; and Rs
1213.26 crore in 2022.

In 19 tranches since 2018,
bonds worth Rs 9208.23 crore
were sold. Political parties en-
cashed bonds worth Rs 9187.55
crore. Thereply alsostated thatno
bonds were sold to foriegn enti-
ties as the scheme does not allow
this.

Electoral bonds are purchased
by donors and are valid for 15days
from the date of issue. A debt in-
strument, these can be bought by
donors from a bank, and the po-
litical party can then encash them.
These can be redeemed only by
an eligible party by depositing
them in its designated account
maintained with a bank.

Thebondsareissued by SBIin
denominations of Rs 1,000, Rs
10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh and
Rs 1 crore.

In March 2021, the Supreme
Courthad dismissed ADR’s prayer
tostay fresh sale of electoral bonds
while an earlier petition it filed
against the scheme is pending.

Disputing the NGO’s con-
tention regarding “complete
anonymity” of bond purchasers,
the court said “it is not as though
the operations under the Scheme
arebehind iron curtains incapable
of being pierced”. The court
pointed out that bonds had been
issued in the past --in2018,2019
and 2020 -- “without any imped-
iment” and it had already ordered
“certain safeguards” by way of an
interim order on April 12, 2019.

Inits April 2019 interim order,
which also came on an applica-
tion by ADR, the Supreme Court
had directed political parties to
“forthwith” submit details of
these bonds to the Election
Commission. That order too had
come on the petition filed by ADR
in September 2017.

However, the NGO again ap-
proached the court, contending
that the identity of the donors
could never be known to the pub-
lic. The courtreferred to the ECre-
ceiving details of contributions re-
ceived through bonds, in
pursuance of its April 2019 order,
and said “we do not know at this
stage as to how far the allegation
that under the Scheme, there
would be complete anonymityin
the financing of political parties
by corporate houses, bothinIndia
and abroad, is sustainable”.

ED raids

inthe Patra chawl redevelopment
project in Goregaon by Guru
Ashish Construction Pvt Ltd, a
subsidiary ~ of  Housing
Development and Infrastructure
Ltd (HDIL). In Delhi, the central
agency said the attachment of
properties linked to five compa-
nies were made in connection
with a case of money laundering
against the Delhi Health Minister.

Reacting to the ED action
against his wife Varsha Raut,
Sanjay Raut said: “I'm not one to
get scared. Seize my property,
shoot me, or send me to jail,
Sanjay Raut is Balasaheb
Thackeray’s follower and a Shiv
Sainik, he will fight and expose
everyone. I'm not one to stay
quiet, let them dance. The truth
will prevail.” The ED action in
Mumbaiis the latest in a series of
moves by the central agency
against leaders of the MVA gov-
ernment in Maharashtra, includ-
ing Deputy CM Ajit Pawar and for-
mer state home minister Anil
Deshmukh of NCP,and Transport
Minister Anil Parab of Shiv Sena.

The AAP, meanwhile, said the
ED move against Jain reflected the
ruling BJP’s “fear of its expansion
across the country”. “Given the
way the (Arvind) Kejriwal model
is being accepted and embraced
everywhere, we had expected
that the BJP will use agencies
against the Opposition as usual.
They registered more than 100
cases against our MLAs and min-
isters,and each one has been dis-
missed in court. Satyendar Jain is
a staunchly honest man and this
case will also be completely dis-
missed,” the party said.

Inastatement on the Mumbai
case, the ED said: “The attached
assetsare in formof lands held by
Pravin M Raut, former director of
GuruAshish Construction PvtLtd,
Mumbai at Palghar, aflatat Dadar
of VarshaRaut and plots at Kihim
beach at Alibaug jointly held by
Varsha Raut, wife of Shri Sanjay
Raut, and Swapna Patkar, wife of
Shri Sujit Patkar.”

The ED had arrested Pravin
Raut,abusinessman, on February
4 for having allegedly “diverted”
Rs 100 crore received from HDIL
to various accounts of “his close
associates, family members, his
business entities”, including the
family of Sanjay Raut.

The ED has claimed that its
probeintoallegedirregularitiesin
the redevelopment of Patra chawl
found an agreement signed be-
tween MaharashtraHousingand
Area Development Authority
(MHADA) and Guru Ashish
Construction. According to ED,
Guru Ashish Construction was to
provide flats to 672 tenants of the
chawl, develop flats for MHADA
and sell the remaining area to pri-
vate builders. However, the ED
said, the directors of Guru Ashish
Construction, including Pravin
Raut, allegedly misled MHADA
and sold space to nine develop-
ers, collecting Rs 901.79 crore,
without constructing the portion
for the tenants and the MHADA.

“Further, Guru Ashish
Construction Pvt Ltd has also
launched one project namely
Meadows and took the booking
amount of around Rs 138 crore
from flat buyers. The total pro-
ceeds of the crime generated by
directors of Guru Ashish
Constructions Pvt Ltd through the
illegal activities was approxi-
matelyRs 1,039.79 crore,” said the
EDstatement. The ED hasalleged
that in 2010, a part of the “pro-
ceeds of crime” of Rs 83 lakh was
transferred to Varsha Raut from
Madhuri Raut, the wife of Pravin
Raut. “This amount was utilised
by VarshaRaut for purchase of flat
atDadar.Itisalsorevealed thataf-
ter initiation of ED investigation,
the amount of Rs 55 Lakh was
transferred by Varsha Raut to
Madhuri Raut,” said the state-
ment.

According toED, atleast eight
plots at Kihim beach in Alibaug
were allegedly purchased in the
name of Varsha Raut and Swapna
Patkar, the wife of Sujit Patkar,
who was a close associate of
Sanjay Raut at the time. These
properties, too, have been provi-
sionally attached, the ED said.

The ED action against Jain in
Delhi is based on an FIR filed by
the CBI in 2017 against the AAP
Minister under the Prevention of
Corruption Act. Apart from prop-
erties linked to the five companies
-- Akinchan Developers Pvt Ltd,
Indo Metal Impex Pvt Ltd, Paryas
Infosolutions Pvt Ltd,
Mangalayatan Projects Pvt Ltd
and ] J Ideal Estate Pvt Ltd -- the
ED has provisionally attached
properties belonging to four per-
sons, Swati Jain, Sushila Jain, Ajit
Prasad Jain and Indu Jain.

In a statement issued on
Tuesday, the ED said:
“Investigation by ED revealed that
during the period 2015-16, when
Sh. Satyendar Kumar Jain was a
public servant, the above-men-
tioned companies beneficially
owned and controlled by him re-
ceived accommodation entries to
the tune of Rs.4.81 crore from
shell companies against cash
transferred to Kolkata-based en-
try operators through Hawala
route. These amounts were
utilised for direct purchase of land
or for the repayment of loan taken
for purchase of agricultural land
inand around Delhi.”

The agency had recently sum-
moned Jainagainin the case after
questioning himin 2018.

(WITHENS/DELHI)

BrahMos buyer

Speaking at a session organ-
ised by the Ananta Centre
Tuesday, Kumaran said: “I won't
call it a concern, but there was a
query... 1 did have a conversation
with the Defence Secretary, and
explained to him that there was
no technical issue (with the sys-
tem) and an enquiry is under-
way.” While the BrahMos missile
is a joint venture with Russia,
Kumaran said India usesit “exten-
sively” and there is “confidence”
in the missile system.

On March 10, a day after the
incident took place, the Pakistan
Army said that an unarmed
Indian supersonic missile took off
from Sirsa and landed near Mian
Channu in Khanewal district,
around 124 km inside Pakistani
territory. On March 11, the Indian
government said it was an acci-
dental firing. The Ministry of
Defence,inastatement, said: “On
9 March 2022, in the course of a
routine maintenance, a technical
malfunction led to the accidental
firing of a missile. The
Government of India has taken a
serious view and ordered a high-
level Court of Enquiry. It is learnt
that the missile landed inan area
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Banning Muslim vendors,
Pakistan’s crisis, and
hate speeches yet again
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The calls to ban Muslim vendors from
temple fairs, how Pakistan’s Assembly was
dissolved, and Yati Narsinghanand delivers
hate filled speeches again

of Pakistan. While the incident is
deeply regrettable, itisalsoamat-
ter of relief that there has been no
loss of life due to the accident.”

Meat shop order

In a letter to the South MCD
Commissioner on Monday,
mayor Mukkesh Suryaan had
sought “closure of meat shops
during the nine-day period of the
Navratri festival extending from
April 2 to April 11”. He wrote that
during this period, “people forgo
even the use of onion and garlic,
and the sight of meat being sold
in open or near temples makes
them uncomfortable”.

Verma, who represents the
West Delhi Lok Sabha seat,
Tuesday said Muslims should not
be influenced by “provocative”
statements made by leaders such
as Asaduddin Owaisi, and to re-
spect the Hindu festival. He said
others would also respect their
sentiments when their festivals
come. There are around 1,500 reg-
istered meat shops under the
SDMC's jurisdiction. While this is
the first time a civic body in Delhi
has sought closure of meat shops
during Navratri, it is not the first
time it has tried regulating them.

In the past, MCDs have asked
shopkeepers to display whether
the meat sold is jhatka or halal,
and also tried to clamp down on
meatbeingdisplayed in the open.
On the ground, though, enforce-
ment has been difficult.

The Congress called the latest
move a cheap publicity stunt as
the mayor does not have the
power to impose it. “The
Commissioner has the power to
impose such bansand these state-
ments by the mayorare only tobe
in the news and please his lead-
ers,” said Delhi Congress vice-
president Abhishek Dutt.

AAP's M(CD in-charge Durgesh
Pathaksaid the BJP should impose
such a ban in Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana, which they rule, if they
hope to find success in imple-
menting it in Delhi.

And on Tuesday night,
Abdullah tweeted: “During
Ramzan we don’t eat between
sunrise & sunset.I supposeit’s OK
if we ban every non-Muslim res-
ident or tourist from eating in
public, especially in the Muslim
dominated areas. If majoritarian-
ismiis right for South Delhi, it has
to be right for J&K.”

While an official notification
had notbeenissued until Tuesday,
many shop ownersin South Delhi
trode cautiously. All 38 meat
shops at the INA Market were
shut Tuesday morning, said
Ramesh Bhutani, president, INA
Market Traders’ Association.

“The traders came tomeet me
inthe afternoon. Since we did not
getany official order, I asked them
to open,” Bhutani said. Shops at
the market also supply to hotels,
and thatsupply could be hitif they
are notallowed toopen, headded.

Jaswant Singh was among the
meat shop owners who kept
shutters down in the morning,
but opened after the meeting
with the president of the associ-
ation. “We opened in the evening,
The stock will go bad otherwise
andlead to huge losses. We're still
not sure about what todo tomor-
row,” he said.

Krishan Kumar, who chose to
keep his shop closed all day, said
they had read in the papers that
those opening their shops would
faceapenalty or get their licences
cancelled. “If we were told in ad-
vance, we wouldn't have stocked
up on meat. [ have stock worth
nearly Rs 2 lakh. The workers who
help with chopping meat or
cleaning will lose their daily wage
of at least Rs 500 per day if the
market has to shut,” he said.

Meat shops at INAmarket are
openall week, even on Tuesdays,
when meat shops in other parts
of the city are usually shut.

Ashok Bajaj, who owns a fish
store and two meat shops at the
market, which were all shut
Tuesday, said losses would be im-
menseif they have to shut during
Navratri — from April 2 to 11.
“Labourers will lose out on daily
wages as well,” he said.

Shop owners gathered in
groups at the market, discussing

the situationand trying to decide
if they can lift the shutters on
Wednesday. The meat comes
from the Ghazipur slaughter-
house, which is also shut on
Tuesday, said Mohammad
Ibrahim, whose store was open
but without much stock. Each
trader might purchase anything
between 20 kg to 50 kg for sale, he
said. At market 2 in CR Park, nearly
all of the 20 shops are usually
closed on Tuesdays, said
Aurobinda Das, who runs a fish
stall. “We are not sure if we can
open tomorrow. We learnt about
what the Mayor said when cus-
tomers called us and asked us
about the closure. We have not re-
ceived any official notice yet. If
meat shops are asked to shut,
does that also include fish? It's a
clean market,and we are not close
toatemple,” he said.

Shishir Hajra, who owns an
establishment at the market, said:
“I usually open the shop on
Tuesdays. [ found out about this
whenIcame herein the morning,
and decided to keep it closed to-
day.” During Navratri, sales are
slow anyway, said traders atboth
markets. While Bhutani estimates
thatsales fall at the INA market by
about40 per cent during Navratri,
Krishan Kumar peggedit at about
25 per cent less than normal.

Meat stores at Hauz Khas and
Jamia Nagar, meanwhile, were
open. Mohammad Junaid, who
runs a meat shop in Jamia Nagar,
said: “We usually shut only on
Fridays.” Mohammad
Amanullah, who runs a chicken
and mutton shop at Jamia Nagar,
said: “Till the procedure is fol-
lowed and a circular is issued,
shops can’t be asked to shut. The
shops here were open today.”

Haseen, who runs Kallu meat
shop at Hauz Khas, said that the
establishment was open on
Tuesday. “We’ll have to see about
tomorrow, but no order was re-
ceived today.”

Sri Lanka

President have given no indica-
tion that they might step down
even as calls for them to go grow
louder on the streets.

While the combined opposi-
tion may not have the required
numbers to form a government,
the only possible challenger indi-
cated in Parliament on Tuesday
that he would play a long game.
Leader of Opposition Sajith
Premadasa, son of former
President Ranasinghe Premadasa
and head of Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB) or United
People's Power, demanded that
the executive presidency be
scrapped immediately.

“People want a new begin-
ning. The present government re-
ceived a massive mandate from
people who were full of expecta-
tions. All thisis lost today, and the
country wants a new beginning.
Do those who are gathered in this
chamber understand the plight
ofthe people? They are unable to
buy essential goods. People want
this government to go home.
Time has come to change the ex-
ecutive presidency. We have to
dothisurgently. Let'sdoit within
this week using the available
mechanism,” he said.

Sri Lanka's executive presi-
dency is one of the most power-
ful in the world. Even ] R
Jayewardene, who broughtin the
present presidential form of gov-
ernment in 1978, is said to have
joked once that the only thing a
President of Sri Lanka does not
have the powers to do was
change aman into a woman and
viceversa. Butithas been held to
be the cause of many of Sri
Lanka's systemic problems, too.
Scrapping the systemis a massive
constitutional project.

Rebuffing Gotabaya's offer for
the Opposition to joina “national
government", which is being
seen as a ploy by the Rajapaksas
to spread the blame evenly,
Premadasa said the SJB was not
prepared toindulge in “agame of
musical chairs” with Cabinet po-
sitions. With 54 seats, S]B is the
main Opposition party.

Some Parliamentarians who
have broken away from the
Rajapaksas have called for their

New Delhi

resignation and the formation of
an interim government. The
United National Party, Sri Lanka's
biggest party once, has no voice
after being reduced to a single
seat in Parliament.

The political situation is ex-
pected to become clearer on
Wednesday  when  the
Parliament, which has 225 mem-
bers, will sit again to debate the
economic meltdown thathasled
toan unprecedented outpouring
of public anger after months of
crippling shortages.

Protesters have poured out
onto the streetsin several parts of
the country, abusing the
Rajapaksa family, asking them to
quit, and for all the family mem-
bers to be arrested. On Tuesday,
a swarm of people gathered out
outside Mahinda Rajapaksa's of-
ficial home, demanding that he
step down, and at several other
places in the capital.

For the Rajapaksa brothers,
there could not have been a big-
ger fall from grace.

Gotabaya made his name as
the architect of the 2009 military
victory against the Tamil Tigers,
and itwas on the back of that suc-
cess that he won with 52 per cent
of the votesin the 2019 presiden-
tial election. And, Mahinda led
the SLPFA to a two-thirds victory
in the 2020 parliamentary elec-
tion.

They have tried to shift blame
for the economic crisis to the pre-
vious government. But most pro-
testers see them as responsible.
The meltdown was triggered by a
shortage of dollars, whichin turn
was the result of economic mis-
management -- several analysts
point to Gotabya's waiver of indi-
rect taxes, an election promise as
one example —and the complete
failure to anticipate the conse-
quences of the pandemic.

Day after attack

The attack on the Kashmiri
Pandit, the first such after a gap
of five months — when a promi-
nentbusinessman had been shot
inSrinagar - has lefta chill in the
area. Chotigamis asleepy village,
on the border of Shopian and
Kulgam. The Bhat brothers, who
live in a joint family with their
parents and run the medical shop
from the outer portion of their
house, got married only last year.

Until 2016, the Bhats enjoyed
police security. But after the
killing of Hizbul Mujahideen
commander Burhan Wani, when
militants started targeting police
pickets, the government re-
moved all small ones as these
were vulnerable.

On Tuesday, a team of J&K
Police returned to Chotigam vil-
lage to guard the two Pandit fam-
ilies. A senior police officer in
South Kashmir told The Indian
Express they were yet to find out
who was behind the attack. “We
have got some leads and are
workingon them,” he said. “Inthe
meantime, we have provided the
families security cover so that
they feel safe.” Anil says he is not
really surprised at what has hap-
pened. “It is the story of the last
30years (of the Valley),” he says.

However, he doesn’t blame
his neighbours, adding that they
have never had any trouble and
they all live peacefully. “What can
they do when you have a gun-
man standing in front of you?
Everyone tries to save their own
life.”

While scared, the Bhats say
they are not thinking of a step like
leaving their home yet. “We have
notdecided anything,” Anil says.
“Let the patient first return home
and only then will we takea call.”

Hot March

flowers) fully emerge from the
tillers (stems that grow from the
parent shoot).

Pollination (transfer of pollen
from the male anther to the fe-
male stigma part of the same
flower) also takes place by this
time, which is followed by about
25 days of early kernel formation
(“milk” stage) and another 15
days or more of grain-filling
(“dough”).

Day temperatures should ide-
ally be in the early-30 degrees

range during the dough stage,
when the kernel accumulates
starch and nutrients.

Forthe wheat sownontime -
- before November 15 -- yield
losses from the soaring mercury
are seen to be minimal, as flow-
ering would have been over by
mid-February. Much of the grain-
filling, too, would have been com-
pleted when temperatures really
surged after around March 20.
Thelosses would be evenless for
the crop sown by the first week
of November.

Mohan Kumar planted 15
acres under HDCSW-18, an early-
sown wheat variety, between
October 8 and October 25. He
planted an equal area under an-
other variety, WH-1142, from
October 25 to November 1. And
he has managed to harvest over
22 quintals yields per acre --
above the 19-20 quintals normal
year average for Haryana and
Punjab -- even with all-India av-
erage maximum temperatures
this March being the highest ever
recorded for the month, accord-
ing to a Met Department state-
ment on April 2.

“The crop in Punjab, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan,
which is largely timely or early
sown, may not be affected much.
The problem would be with the
moderately late (mid to end-
November) to late (December
onwards) sown wheat in most
parts of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,”
said Rajbir Yadav, head of the
Indian Agricultural Research
Institute’s division of genetics.

In UP, farmers usually plant
wheat around December after
harvesting their “ratoon” season
sugarcane. This cropis nowinthe
grain-filling stage when maxi-
mum temperatures in Hardoi
and Shahjahanpur are at 41-42
degrees. Yadav is the chief
breeder of HDCSW-18, a high-
yielding variety suitable for sow-
ing from the second week of
October. Normal wheat varieties
cannot be sown before early-
November, as the crop tends to
prematurely flower 10-15 days
earlier.

HDCSW-18 has a mild “ver-
nalisation requirement” or the
need for a certain minimum pe-
riod of low winter temperatures
for initiation of flowering. If it is
sown on October 15, flowering
and pollination will take an extra
10days: 100-110days, instead of
90-100. But even that’s over by
late-January or early-February,
giving alonger window for grain-
filling. The general thumb rule is
that every extra day during the
grain-filling stage confers an ad-
ditional wheat yield of 40-50 kg
per hectare. HDCSW-18 is also
amenable for zero-tillage agricul-
ture: Farmers harvesting paddy
in early to mid-October can sow
this wheat the same day -- di-
rectly with the leftover stubble on
the field using a Happy Seeder.

But terminal heat stress --
high March temperatures forcing
premature ripening and drying
of wheat grains -- isn’t the only
issue facing farmers.

Kumar’s mustard yields have
also averaged only 15 mann or 6
quintals per acre this time, as
against 22 mann (8.8 quintals)
last year. The cause: Excess rains
in January when the crop was in
late flowering stage.

“January was bad for mustard
and March for wheat,” says
Pawan Kumar Chauhan, who has
grown the two crops on 9.5 acres
and 3.5 acres, respectively.

This farmer from Jatauli in
Gurgaon district’s Pataudi tehsil
harvested only 17-18 mann of
mustard per acre this March,
compared to last time’s 24-25
mann. The only consolation is
that he has realised a higher price
for his crop --Rs 6,400-6,400 per
quintal versus Rs 5,200-5,300 last
March-April -- at the local
Haileymandi market.

As things stand, the Union
Agriculture Ministry may have to
revise downwards its all-time-
high production estimates of
111.32 million tonnes (mt) for
wheatand, maybe, also the 1146
mt for rapeseed-mustard.
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Quantum
leap in Power
Sector

Massive capacity addition in Power
Transmission System in 2021-22

Total Transformation Total Transformation
Capacity ason Capacity ason
March 31, 2021 March 31, 2022

9153 MVA || 11016 MVA

9153 MVA

March 31, 2021 Mal'ch 31,2022

A 5000 cr investment in System Strengthening
_yields impressive outcomes in Power Distribution

Distribution CKM HT Lines Laid | CKM LT Lines Laid

33/11kV Substations Transformers
Installed/
Augmented
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POWER GENERATION CAPACITY

« AT PRESENT 3500 MW
« TO DOUBLE IN 3 YEARS
»- TO TRIPLE IN 7 YEARS
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- - Government of Jammu & Kashmir
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I ——— - i Death:
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OXYGEN SUPPORT 4 April 5 112 92 0 10,629 Cases |36 55
IN THE CAPITAL  VENTILATORSUPPORT 1 Toral | ass” | 838852 | 26154 | 37435610
“Total active cases in Delhi Deaths |0 0

BAIL DENIED TO 8 BJYM MEMBERS

Protesters who targeted CM home ‘exceeded
fundamental right to peacefully protest’: Court

ANANDMOHANJ
NEW DELHI,APRILS

OBSERVING THAT society can
withdraw liberty sanctioned to
an individual when he
becomes a danger to societal
order, a Delhi court has denied
bail to eight Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha (BJYM) activists,
who barged through security
barricades and smeared paint
on Chief Minister Kejriwal's
residence on March 30.

Additional Sessions Judge
Naveen Kumar Kashyap denied
bail to the eight accused
observing that "prima facie it
is clear that their fundamental
right to peacefully protest is
exceeded by them
knowingly/intentionally”.

The court said that the
"liberty of an individual is not
absolute”.

 BRIEFLY

Gopal Rai
writes to
Bhupender
Yadav seeking
joint meeting

New Delhi: For the fourth
time in about six months,
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai has written to
Bhupender Yadav, Union
Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change, asking for a joint
meeting with
Environment Ministers
and experts of the NCR
states toworkouta collec-
tive plan of action to miti-
gate air pollution.

HC directs
govttomove
elephant

by April 15

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has directed the
AAP government to en-
sure the translocation of a
female elephant, whowas
taken away by the author-
ities from an individual in
2017 onaccount of unsuit-
able standards for its care
and upkeep, from
Haryana’s Yamuna Nagar
to Gujarat's Jamnagar by
April 15.

DBSE signs
MoU with
German
cultural
association

New Delhi: Delhi Board of
School Education (DBSE)
has signed an MoU with
Goethe-Institut/Max
Mueller Bhavan, a non-
profit German cultural
association operational
worldwide to promote
the German language, to
offer courses in govern-
ment schools. ENS

"The society, by its
collective wisdom through the
process of law, can withdraw
the liberty that it has
sanctioned to an individual
when an individual becomes a
danger to the societal order. A
society expects responsibility
and accountability from the
member, and it desires that the
citizens should obey the law,
respecting it as a cherished
social norm," the court said.

It emphasised that when an
individual "behaves in a
disharmonious manner
ushering in disorderly thing,
which the society disapproves,
the legal consequences are
bound to follow”.

The court agreed that the
right to assemble and protest
by a political party is a
fundamental right, but added
that "such right is subject to
certain restrictions and is not

During the protest on March 30. Amit Mehra

an uncontrolled one”.

"In the present case, it is not
a simple case that they
protested and ended their
protest then and there...
despite telling protesters and
their leaders, including the
present applicants, they can

protest at a particular place,

IN SINGLE FILE

they did not comply with the
same," the court said.

Senior advocate Kirti Uppal,
who argued on behalf of the
accused, told the court that the
offences in this case are
punishable with
imprisonment of less than
seven years and, in violation of

the Supreme Court guidelines,
police "did not serve any notice
and straight away arrested the
accused illegally”.

Uppal argued that "there
was no intention to hurt
anyone" and it "was only a
demonstration which is a right
of every citizen and political
party under the constitution”.

The court agreed with
Uppal's arguments and sent a
copy of the order to the DCP
concerned for action against
the police for not following
proper guidelines.

The police told the court
that a request to protest by
Tejasvi  Surya, national
president, BJYM and other BJP
leaders and supporters outside
the CM'’s residence had been
denied. Police submitted that
on March 30, around 200-250
BYJM supporters were guided
about a designated spot for a

Buses at ITO on Tuesday. They have been assigned lanes on at least 15 road stretches across the capital, and the transport
enforcement team has issued challans of Rs 10,000 to 35 bus drivers till now. Gajendra Yadav

IIT-D, Jal Board join hands
to work on water issues

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

THE INDIAN Institute of
Technology Delhi has signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU)with the DelhiJal Board to
collaborate on addressing issues
related to water security.

As part of the MoU, they will
collaborate on identifying re-
search & development initiatives
in the areas of water supply and
distribution; wastewater con-
veyance, treatment, recycle/reuse
and disposal.

“Both sides will work towards
the development of policy and
best practice initiatives for waste-
water treatment and its reuse/re-
cycling to achieve the goal of zero
waste discharge into drains and
River Yamuna,” [IT-D said in a
statement.

“[IT Delhi, DJB will work to-
gether to build shared knowledge
platforms and to disseminate
dataand information products to
improve understanding of water
and wastewater management al-
ternatives for NCT of Delhi... They
willalso collaborate to jointly de-
velop the Smart Operation and

Management framework for
DJB’s water and wastewater in-
frastructure,” it said.

Some other areas of collabo-
ration include jointly developing
“effective and efficient strategies
for management, improvement
and rehabilitation of DJB’s Water
Distribution and Wastewater
Conveyance Systems” and “de-
veloping continuing education
and training modules for in-serv-
ice officers of DB".

Udit Prakash Rai, CEO, DJB,
said, “The MoU seeks to foster a
partnership between IIT-D and
DJB, Government of NCT of Delhi,
based on shared interests in the
area of water and wastewater
management and policy infra-
structure within the overarching
domain of water security and sus-
tainability under present and fu-
ture climate scenarios.”

“This MoU will provide a plat-
form to facilitate collaboration be-
tweenIIT-D and DJB in joint stud-
ies, research, training and data
sharing in problems such as op-
eration and management, policy
and planning of water and waste-
water infrastructure”, said
Professor Dhanya CT, Department
of Civil Engineering.

Sportspersons who got
Olympic glory felicitated

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
handed over monetary awards to
Olympic medal winners and par-
ticipants from Delhi on Tuesday.
Wrestler Bajrang Punia who won
a bronze medal in the Tokyo
Olympics last year was presented
with a cheque of Rs 1 crore.
Sportspersons who competed in
the Olympics including table ten-
nis player Manika Batra, shooter
Deepak Kumar,and coach Shallaz
Kumar, who coaches high-
jumper Sharad Kumar, were
awarded Rs 10 lakh each.

High-jumper Sharad Kumar,
who won a bronze medal in the
Paralympics in Tokyo last year,
was presented with his letter of
appointment as an Assistant
Director in the Education
Department, according toacom-
munication from the Delhi gov-
ernment.

The Directorate of Education
and Sports had organised a cere-
mony to facilitate the Olympians.

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, who was at the event,
said: “From this session the ad-

FOR ‘“WILFULLY DISOBEYING DIRECTIONS OF COURT AND NGT’

Tree damage in CR Park: PWD officials held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRILS

THE DELHI High Court has held
the Engineer-in-Chief and an
Executive Engineer of Delhi’s
Public Works Department guilty
of contempt of court in a case
pertaining to the chopping of
roots of trees in Chittaranjan
Park. The officers have been di-
rected to remain present on April
7 for sentencing.

“It was for the PWD to have
ensured that such damage was
prevented. Not doing so, it has

been complicit in the damage to
the trees. The PWD itself has re-
laid the pavements and created
manbholes of 6x6 radius around
16 trees,” said Justice Najmi
Waziri in an order.

Justice Waziri further said the
“imperative of protecting trees”
can never be overlooked, as the
city has witnessed the worst pe-
riod of air pollution in the past
four-five years. “The generation
of fresh oxygen by trees and their
acting as carbon sumps would
always mitigate air pollution,”
observed the bench.

Italsonoted thatastretchofa

road is dug up by one agency and
no sooner before the work ordi-
narily is completed by that
agency, another digs up the same
road. “This cycle continues year-
round, be it for the work of laying
down internet cables, electricity
lines, water pipes, telephone ca-
bles, etc,” said the court.

The court on February 25 had
taken a strong note of the dam-
age being done to trees by the
government agencies while car-
rying out the works on Bipin
Chandra Pal Marg and nearby ar-
eas, and issued notices to the
CEO of BSES Rajdhani Power

The court had on Feb 25
taken a strong note of the
damage done to trees

missions for our Sports University
will begin, which will give a plat-
formto talented individuals from
all over Delhi as well as the coun-
try to hone their mastery in their
choice of sport. School-level ad-
missions will also begin, for
which the Specialised School of
Excellence on Sports has been
launched by the Delhi Sports
University and the Directorate of
Education, Delhi.”

Kejriwal said, “To develop a
sports positive mindset we have
developed the Delhi Sports
University. Itis the first year of the
Sports University right now but
we will do whatever we can to
make it successful.”

Athlete Sharad Kumar said,
“...please don't lose hope, you'll
feel alone and feel like giving up.
But that's the time you realise that
underneath it allis someone who
will emerge with your perform-
ance. This has happened to me
andI have seen that most athletes
from Delhi have either left or
given up the sport. ButIpersisted
and I stand here today and now
the Delhi government has recog-
nized it. This is a ray of hope for
everyone to follow their passion
and I'm sure times are changing.”

Limited, Engineer-in-Chief of the
PWD, other officials of the forest
department and the SHO of
Chittaranjan Park police station
inthe contempt petition filed by
New Delhi Nature Society.

Both the Engineer-in-Chief
and the Executive Engineer had
not responded to the court’s no-
tice by the time the order was
passed. “They are held guilty of
contempt of court for wilfully
disobeying the directions of this
court and of the NGT,” said the
bench.

Despite a status quo being or-
dered by the court on February

protest, but "they started
moving towards 'first layer' of
barricades and started pushing
the barricades to break the
chain”.

Police argued that water
cannons were used against the
protesters when they crossed
the second layer of barricades,
but some of them managed to
sneak through the third layer
of barricades via the bushes
and started charging heavily.
The state prosecutor argued
that the investigation was at an
initial stage and search for the
other absconding accused was
underway.

Nearly 200 members of the
BJYM, the BJP’s youth wing,
had staged a protest outside
Kejriwal’s house against his
remarks on the ‘The Kashmir
Files’. They broke the boom
barrier, banged the main gate
before painting it red.

Bail denied
to Jamia
student in
riots case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

A DELHI court denied bail to
Rashtriya Janata Dal Party (RJD)
leader and Jamia Millia Islamia
student Meeran Haider in an
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) case in connection
with the Northeast Delhi riots.

Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat denied bail to
Haider, noting that there are
reasonable grounds for believ-
ing that the accusation against
him is prima facie true.

The court said Haider’s
lawyers arguing that the ac-
cused has worked on socio-po-
litical issues and has a lot of
qualifications, including a PhD,
isnot a relevant consideration
while deciding the bail applica-
tion.

On the argument that
Haider was not present at the
spot during the riots, the court
held that “in a case of a conspir-
acy, itis not necessary that every
accused should be present at
the spot.”

Special public prosecutor
Amit Prasad had argued that at
the stage of bail, “evidence col-
lected by the investigating
agency in reference to the accu-
sation against the accused,
must prevail unless contra-
dicted and overcome or dis-
proved by other evidence and
on the face of it, shows the
complicity of the such accused
in the commission of the of-
fence.”

Haider is accused by police
of setting up anti-CAA protest
sites across Delhi and giving
provocative speeches there. He
has also been accused of raising
funds for the riots.

His lawyers have argued
that even taken at face value,
the allegations don't disclose
any crime committed under
UAPA.

The defence counsel argued
that “no material has been
placed onrecord to even prima
facie show that any money was
received or used by the accused
for financing the unfortunate
riots.”

Admission under
CUET: V-C
outlines subjects
for entrance test

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL5

DELHI UNIVERSITY (DU) Vice-
Chancellor Yogesh Singh Tuesday
launched the admission policy of
the university’s Common
University Entrance Test (CUET),
outlining what subjects students
will need to sit in on for the en-
trance to gain admission to vari-
ous courses.

Singh said that since the uni-
versity was moving froma cut-off
based system to a merit list, col-
leges would be given 30% addi-
tional students according to their
seats, in case of dropouts or with-
drawals. Sports and
Extracurricular Activities (ECA)
for which trials had stopped due
to the pandemic, will also be
restarted, he said. However, cer-
tificates will also be considered
for it along with the CUET score.

Dean Admissions Haneet
Gandbhi said there would be three
sections of the CUET 2022,
wherein the first section is di-
vided into two parts,and will con-
sist of 13 languages in the first
partand 20 languages in the sec-
ond. “Itis mandatory for the can-
didates to appear in at least one
language for admission to Delhi
University, out of both these parts
combined,” she said.

“The second section consists
of 27 domain-specific topics. The
third section is based on general
knowledge which will be for ad-
mission to BA Program only,” she
said.

For admission to most UG
programs, a candidate has to
choose at least three subjects
from the second section, which
has two parts. Gandhi said most
B.Sc programs would be calcu-
lated based on Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics or
Biology. However, 30% of the
marksinany one language in the
CUET, would also have to be ob-
tained as qualifying criteria.

“For admission to Bachelor of

Arts, a candidate will have to ap-
pear in the entrance test in any
one language from section one
and any three subjects from the
other section. Merit will be calcu-
lated based on marks obtained by
the candidate in the same subject
and language,” said Gandhi.

“For BA (Hons) Economics, it
is mandatory for the candidates
totake the testin Mathematics for
the CUET. Merit for this will be
calculated based on marks ob-
tained in the chosen language,
Mathematics and any two sub-
jects,” she said.

For admission to language
programs, candidates can choose
aparticularlanguage at the CUET
or take a test in any other lan-
guage. However, preference will
be given to those appearing for
the particular language. Yogesh
Singh said a candidate can appear
inamaximum of six subjects, out
of which one must be alanguage
subject. The best score will be
considered for admission. “For
admission through Sports and
ECA, a candidate will have to ap-
pear for performance-based tests
along with the CUET. Merit for
this will be based on a combined
score of the CUET (25%) and per-
formance-based test (75%),” he
said.

Singh said as of now appli-
cants will only need to register on
the National Testing Agency web-
site which conducts the CUET, af-
ter which they may need toregis-
ter on the DU website for
centralised e-counselling.

Asked what the admission
process will be once the exam is
given, Singh said, “Students will
get the option of filling their pref-
erence of colleges on the DU web-
site, based on which colleges will
be allocated. Colleges will have no
say; it will be determined by stu-
dents. In the second round of
counselling, we will give students
the option to revise their prefer-
ences depending on their scorein
casethey don't get their preferred
colleges,” he said.

HOW CUET WILL WORK

CUET 2022 will be i above-mentioned subjects
held in 3 sections: B The candidate must
Section Il is divided into 2 obtain a minimum of 30%
parts Section IA and IB marks in Section I of CUET
M There are 13 languages For B.Sc.(Hons) Chemistry,
in Section IA and 20 B.Sc.(Hons) Physics and
languages in Section IB B.Sc.(H)Polymer
mCandidateswillhaveto | Science—Physics+
appearin at least one Chemistry + Mathematics
language For BA (Hons) Economics
Section II of CUET 2022 B Any one Language from
has 27 Domain- List A+ Mathematics +
Specific subjects Any two subjects out
M For most of the of which one should
programs at DU, the be from List B1
candidate will have For most of the B.Sc
to choose at least 3 programs, merit will be
subjects from Section I calculated on the basis of
B Subjects in Section Il of CUET scores obtained in 3
CUET are categorised in subjects
List B1and B2 B Obtaining a minimum of
Candidates must appear 30% marksinany one
in CUET in the subject language in CUET s
S, o mandatory

combinations like:
M For B.Sc.(Hons) For Bachelors of Arts
Biological Sciences, (Languages)
B.Sc.(Hons) Botany, B.Sc. B The candidates may
(Hons)Zoology —Physics | gelect that language in
+Chemistry +Biology/ CUET or may appear in any
ggologlcal Studies/ other language

iotechnology .

N W However, preference will

[ ] N{ernt will be Pased on be given to those
the ‘CUET score candidates appearingin
obtained from the the particular language

ilty of contempt of court

25, the court was informed that
construction work continued at
the site. The work was being car-
ried out on a road maintained by
the PWD, and it was on the de-
partment to ensure that the
work was stopped, advocate
Aditya N Prasad, who represents
the petitioner, told the court.
The government also told the
court that the Tree Officer onin-
spection of the site found about
13 trees had been damaged inan
exercise carried out by the SDMC
and 10 trees were damaged by
the PWD. The court was further
informed that there also was un-

New Delhi

lawful concretisation of the earth
around the trees. A fine of Rs
40,000 and Rs 1 lakh had been
imposed on the SDMCand PWD,
the forest department told the
court. “Callous and deliberate
disregard of the court’s direc-
tions and a concerted effort to
damage the ecology of the city is
clearly evident from the photo-
graphs,” it said, while also not-
ing that a boundary wall of a
Community Centre is being laid
down by damaging 13 fully
grown trees.

The court has alsodirected the
Chief Secretary, Delhi to pass an

order to make it mandatory forall
government agencies to seek per-
mission of the Tree Officer first
before the initiation of any civil
work, which is likely to be made
within a distance of 2 metres
from any existing tree.

“As and when a request for
police assistance is made by the
Tree Officer or aForest Guard, the
SHO concerned shall depute at
least two police officers so that
there is no threat to the life and
limb of the said Tree Officer. The
Police Commissioner, Delhi shall
issue appropriate directions in
thisregard,” said the court further.
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Jal Board & NDMC

Issue,

then withdraw, Ramzan
circulars for employees

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRILS

THE DELHI Jal Board Tuesday withdrew
acircular that granted two-hour leave to
all Muslim employees for the month of
Ramzan - from April 4 to May 5. Later in
the day, the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC)issued and then with-
drew a circular giving permission to
Muslim employees to leave early from
office during Ramzan.

OnMonday, the DJB had issued a cir-
cular which stated: “The competent au-
thority has accorded approval to allow
shortleave period (approx two hours per
day) by the concerned DDO/controlling
officer to Muslim employees during the
days of Ramzan... subject to the condi-
tion that they will accomplish theirwork
during remaining office hours so that of-
fice work does not suffer.”

However, in a fresh order issued on
Tuesday, the DJB stated: “A circular was
issued on April 4 for short leave to
Muslim employees during the days of

Atishi seeks report on

Ramzan. Now the competent authority
has decided to withdraw the order with
immediate effect.”

The circular was undersigned by
Virender Singh, Assistant Commissioner,
Welfare, DJB. Delhi Jal Board CEO, AAP
leader Saurabh Bhardwaj, did not re-
spond to calls and messages seeking
comment.

On the NDMC circular being with-
drawn, the council’s V-C, BJP leader
Satish Upadhayay, said: “I spoke to the
chairman and competent authority to
withdraw the order. You call this a sec-
ular country, why are you giving special
treatment to one particular commu-
nity? Hindus fast for nine days in
Navratras, why don't you give them two
hours breakin lunch and let them leave
early so they can go to a temple and per-
form puja.”

According to a senior DJB official, the
Board has issued circulars in previous
years granting short leaves and relaxation
to Muslim employees during the month
of Ramzan. However, withdrawing the
order has happened for the first time. “I

Cop r

have seen notifications since 2013. We
provide short period leaves following the
request of the workers’ union, which in
fact has amajority of non-Muslim mem-
bers... There is no communal or religious
reason behind this order,” said a senior
official from the welfare department.

The official added: “The decision (to
withdraw the order) was taken at secre-
tariatlevel and we have been asked tois-
sueafresh circular. But that doesn't mean
Muslim employees will be barred from
praying or performing namaz. They can
still do so like they usually do. Also, the
short period was given during lunch-
time, so the employees can pray during
lunch and those who pray in the evening
can pray at that time. The Jal Board is a
secular department and respects all reli-
gions and their rituals,” said the official.

BJP leader Kapil Mishra, meanwhile,
waded into the issue, tweeting on
Tuesday night: “Jai Shri Ram. The Kejriwal
government had to withdraw an order
giving separate holidays to Muslims
every day during Ramzan. Itis necessary
to oppose Muslim appeasement.”

ecords woman

15-year-old dead in hit and run, family says police
did not do enough: ‘All we want is a fair probe’

meet her bua, who lives 4-5 km from
our house. Her aunt helps her with
studies. We had told her to come
back soon.IwishIhad never allowed
her (to go). She was a hardworking
and sweet girl. We don’t know what
to do now,” said Balram, her father,
who works as a helper in a private

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 5

THE FAMILY of 15-year-old Priya
Singh, who went missing and was
later found killed in a road accident,
remembers her leaving home “to
meet her bua (aunt), who would
help her with studies”. It was the last
time they would see her.

At their home in West Delhi’s
Mayapuri, the family told The Indian
Express on Tuesday that they kept
searching for her and also called po-
lice, but “nobody helped”. Little did
they know that Priya had been hit by
avehicleless than 5 km from her res-
idence.

“She was happy to return to
school recently. We remember she
was reading, and had decided to

firm in Delhi.

Priya studied at Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya near Clock Tower. On
Saturday, she went to school in the
morning and returned home in the
afternoon. Her mother, Suneeta, said
she had been pushing her parents to
buy her a new kurta.

Around 6 pm that day, she left
the house. And around half an hour
later, Priya was run over by a car in
Mayapuri. According to her family,
the accused driver, Ravi Prakash,
took her to the hospital and allegedly

fled from there. At Deen Dayal
Upadhyay hospital, doctors said she
died during treatment. She had suf-
fered injuries on her head and back.
Her family was meanwhile busy
looking for her. Rahul, her brother,
who works ata shop in the area, said,
“I was worried because our aunt
called and said Priya wasn'’t at her
place.Itook my friends and searched
for her everywhere. We called the
police but they kept saying that my
sister must be with her friends. I
went to all shops and restaurants in
the area to look for her. At night, we
went to police station and reported
that she was missing. We pushed
them to file a kidnapping case. We
thought someone had taken her.”
On Sunday afternoon, the family
said they received a call and were
told that she was at DDU hospital.

They said the police met them there
and told them their daughter had
died in aroad accident.

“Iwas devastated... | was cry-
ing... the police asked us to take the
body... but my wife and other family
members pushed for a medical re-
portand an FIR,” said Balram.

Around 2-3 hours later, Prakash
was arrested and booked under sec-
tions of rash driving and causing
death by negligence. He was released
on bail later. Delhi Police denied the
allegations, saying they registered a
case as soon as the body was found.
DCP (West) Ghanshyam Bansal said,
“The accused was absconding. Our
team scanned over adozen CCTVsto
identify him and arrested him in a
day.” Police said Prakash, who works
as a DTC driver, was allegedly taking
a sharp turn when he hit the girl.
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Ghazipur landfill from
MCD commissioner

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRILS

THE ENVIRONMENT Commi-
ttee of the Delhi Legislative
Assembly, chaired by AAP MLA

half. This is out of the 140 lakh
tonnes of legacy waste lying at
the site. The EDMC has also told
the waste-to-energy plantat the
site is undergoing renovation
and is expected to be opera-
tional only from May this year.
According to information pre-

taking a bath’, FIR filed

Gurgaon: A head constable of the Gurgaon Police was
suspended for allegedly recording a video of a woman
while she was taking a bath, police said. An FIR was reg-
istered and a departmental enquiry has been initiated
against the official, police added.

Police said the incident took place on April 3. In the
police complaint, the woman said she was taking a bath
when the accused passed by carrying a bucket. “I closed
the bathroom door. There is no ceiling between bath-
rooms. He was recording a video from an adjacent bath-
room. WhenIsaw him, Iyelled and he ranaway.I thenre-
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Atishi, has asked the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation com-
missioner to submit an action
plan by next Tuesday to clear
the Ghazipur landfill.

After a fire broke out at the
landfill last week, the commit-
tee had summoned the com-
missioner Tuesday to explain
steps taken by the MCD to clear
the landfill, and prevent fires.
“The EDMC has stated it will take
10years at peak performance to
clear the Ghazipur landfill,”
stated a communication from
the committee. The EDMC has
informed the committee nine
lakh tonnes of waste had been
cleared in the past year and a

sented by the EDMC to the com-
mittee, the dumpsite is filled, but
EDMC has no option but to con-
tinue dumping waste there.
Atishi said: “Itis shocking to
see that despite years of persist-
ing problems at the landfill
EDMC does not have a concrete
plan to deal with hazardous
waste.” The EDMC had re-
quested DDA for land for a waste
processing facility. DDA had al-
lotted a parcel of land on Yamuna
floodplains, and an expert com-
mittee appointed on orders of
NGT to oversee rejuvenation of
the river and floodplains, had re-
jected the request to change
land use of the floodplains.

ported the incident to police,” she said in the FIR. ENS
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\O‘I Punjab national bank

...the name you can BANK upon !

( A Govt. of India Undertaking)
CIRCLE SASTRA ARRAH, 1st Floor, Mahuli Kothi, Near Peer Baba More, Arrah- 802301
POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of Powers conferred under Section 13 read
with the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a demand notices on the dates mentioned against each account
calling upon the Borrower to repay the amount mentioned against each account within 60 days from the date of notice/date of
t receipt of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public
day, 3.00 pan. in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred to
him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned against account.
The borrower/guarantor/mortgagor/legal heirs in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Punjab National Bank for the amount, interest and
costs thereon. The borrowers’ attention is invited to provisions of sub-section 8 of section 13 of the act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.
Sr. | Name of the Account, Account No., " : Date of Date of Amount
No. | Borrower/Guarantors Name, Descrlptlon'of the Immovable Properties Mo.rtgaged Demanad | Possession |Outstanding as on
Name of the Branch Owners' Name (mortgagers of property(ies)) Notice 13 (2) | Notice affixed date :(f) t(ii((;e:;nand
Sh Santosh Singh, IP situated at: (i) Mauza Ghosa Thana No 765 Khata No 04
Slo Sh Kameshwar Singh, Plot No 15 Area 02 Acre 04 1/3 Decimal, Boundary: N-Nij S
AIC No. 7207008700000531, Rasta, E-Mahadeo Singh, W-Nakharu Singh (i) Mauza - Rs.10,87,989.24
1. | 720700SL00000041 & Ghosa, Thana No. 765, Khata No. 04, Plot No. 229, Area: 39 | 01072021 | 04.04.2022 f*'"‘e"*s‘ due
7207008800001669 Decimal, Boundary: N-Gawahi, S-Binar Sarkar, E - Mahangu rom 01.04.202
BO: Bhagwanpur (720700) Singh, W-Narad Singh, Total Area: 02 Acre 43 1/3 Decimal
Mortgagor: Sh Santosh Singh, S/o Sh. Kameshwar Singh
Sh Neeraj Kumar Pandey IP situated at: Mauza & Thana No 419, Dist- Kaimur, Khata No
S/o Sh Shyama Kant Pandey , 219, Plot No 808, Area - 04 % Decimal, Boundary: N — Rest
2. | Alc No-- 7207008700000647 & P No 808 Paresh Narayan @ Chunmun Lal, S - Rest P No 808 odloAz0 Rs.5,14,753.04
é%)wgr?acgwgr?ggr?’ggomm Vijay Shankar Pandey, E — Rest P No 808 Rang Narayan AR o #:::B:s:):g%ﬂ
' Pandey, W - Sarak. Mortgagor: Shyama Kant Pandey S/o s
Parshuram Pandey
Mortgaged Properties situated at: Mauza Chhitupur Khas,
Sh. DEVENDRA KUMAR SINGH Pargana Dehat Amanat Tehsil and Dist:Varanasi(U.P) Arazi
S/0 PARASNATH SINGH No: 702 to the extent of 2549 Sqft. Boundary:- North: Rs.23 86.151.46.
3. | AC No. 237400NC00000065 & Bishwanath Mishra, South: Rasta 8 feet wide, East: Rasta 8 | 45 1e 2001 | 30.03.2022 +Isn.ter’est, due. )
2374008800015732 feet wide, West: Rest Arazi No: 702. Mortgagor: Sh Parasnath | o from 01.04.2021
B[RRI ATEL) Singh S/O Late Shyam N Singh, RO Vill/PO- romEL
g ate Shyam Narayan Singh, i
Masaurah, Dist: Kaimur
Mls: Ny Enterprls.e S) Prop: el IP Situated at: Sale Deed No.- 3923 Dt- 20-07-2013, Mauza-
Hari Om Yadav, S/o Rajendra Singh ) )
Karmi, Thana no- 104, Khata No- 02, Plot No- 62, Durgawati, Rs.30,90,306.24
4. | AIC No. 2374008700000412, kaimur, Area- 20 Decimal, Boundary: N- Nij, S- Chhawar, | 19.06.2021 | 30.03.2022 |+Interest due
237400CF00000120 & E- Niz, W- Nahar, Road, Mortgagor: Hari Om Yadav, from 01.04.2021
2374001C00000015 S/o- Sh. Rajendra Singh
Bo: Kabilaspur (237400)
IP situated at: Mortgated Deed No 962 Dt 13-02-2019 Mauza
M/s. Maa Vaishno Trading Shivpur, Thana 529 PS Bhabua Khata No 33, 1. Tauzi 99/4
5 Company Prop Devmuni Sah Khesra No 1082/811 Area 03 Decimal, Boundary: N Devmuni
* | AIC No. 3007008700005118 Sah, S Banshi Sah Malal, E — Nij W - Rasta. 2. Tauzi 100/4
300700CF00000137& Khesra No 1082/811 Area 03 Decimal, Bounary: N-Koli, S- Rs.26,68,304.83
3007001L00000151 Lakhmina Kunwar, E — Nij, W - Rasta, Total Area: 06 Decimal. | 23.06.2021 | 02.04.2022 |+Interest due
Bo: Ratwar (300700) Mortgagor: Sh Devmuni Sah, S/o Suryanath Sah, Vikash from 01.04.2021
Kumar, S/o Devmuni Sah & Lakshmina Kunwar, W/o
Suryanath Sah
M/s. SAROJ ENTERPRISES IP Situated at: Sale Deed No- 2613, Dated 22.07.2017, Flat
through its proprietor Smt. Saroj No.- A-4, 1st Floor, Sai Saroop Apartment, Araji No.- 219/1,
Singh, W/o Sh. Pramod Mauza- Newada, Ward - Nagwa, Pargana- Dehat Amaanat, Rs.1,81,42,449.18
6. ﬁcm'\?; §|7n€?4h0087000028 48, Tehsil and Dist.- Varanasi, Su'per Built-up area- 109.3 Sq. | 18.11.2021 | 05.04.2022 ;1In1t(.)t;:(2e 1from
2784001B00001971, meter i.e. 1176 sqft., Boundary: - East- Open land Tara Patel, 0.
2784001C00000030 West- Common passage after that flat no. A-3, North- Open
BO: Gorsara (278400) land 'Il'ara Patel, South- Open Land Targ Patel. Mortgagor: Smt.
Saroj Singh, W/o Sh. Pramod Kumar Singh
Date : 05.04.2022 e e
Place : ARA Secured Creditor

New Delhi
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FROM THE CHAIR

RAJYA SABHA

“When we are in
opposition we approve,
and then when we are in
‘position’, our position
on the matter also
changes.”

VENKAIAH NAIDU, Chairman, on MP
Manoj Jha’s demand of changing the
nature of election manifestos.

5 QUESTIONS

PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA, RIDMPIN
RAJYA SABHA, RAISED THE DEMAND
FORMAKING MANIFESTOS LEGALLY
BINDING FOR POLITICAL PARTIES.

HE SPEAKS TO ESHAROY

What exactly is the demand you
made in the House?

The demand that I mooted today is
how we can make election
manifestos legally binding for
political parties — or at least give
them some quasi-legal value. I feel
Parliament should sit down and all
political parties should look at this
seriously.

Why this demand?

Tused to teach a course on social
policy in Delhi University, which
included election manifestos.  have
found that over time... political
parties simply don’t accord the kind
of value to manifestos as they used
toin the 1950s-60s... parties need to
be held accountable for the
promises that they have made. If it
becomes legally binding, then the
electorate will also have a legal
recourse for promises not kept by a
party. Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia had
once suggested that party symbols
should be removed if political
parties don’t keep their promises.

What are the court cases you
pointed to during your speech?
Inacasefiled in 2015, Justices HL
Dattu and Amitava Roy had refused to
entertain the matter which had
pertained to this very subject, saying
there was no legal grounds or
provisions in law binding political
parties to take responsibility for what
they promised in an election
manifesto. In 2013, Justices Ranjan
Gogoi and P Sathasivam heard a
similar matter on populismin
elections and validity of election
manifestos. What it clearly shows is
thereis an absence of law and that
exonerates political parties.

Why are manifestos important?
An election manifesto is the most
serious political document of a
political party which elucidates
their vision and mission - in the
absence of this we see ailments in
our democracy.Itis a political
party’s vision of what people will
receive if that party comes to power.

How have you seen election
manifestos change over the years?
Earlier - in the 50s, 60s, 70s,
manifestos would be published a
month before the elections. Now
things are such that an election
manifesto is released a day before
the first phase of an election - it
doesn’t even reach the people. They
have become so trivial in value that
there are no television debates, no
analysis. The content has also
shifted.

NAMASTE

Home Minister Amit Shah and Congress leader P Chidambaram greet each other in Parliament on Tuesday. Anil Sharma

In LS, MPs across party lines praise
govt’s Ukraine evacuation efforts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL5

LOK SABHA members, including those from
the Opposition, on Tuesday heaped praise
on the government’s efforts to evacuate
Indian students from Ukraine.

RSP member N K Premachandran
opened the debate under Rule 193 on the sit-
uation in Ukraine and commended the gov-
ernment's efforts.

He also said the evacuation programme
would have been better if “early cautious
steps were taken” and that advisories issued
by the Ministry of External Affairs on
February 15 lacked clarity and direction.

“New Zealand and Australia issued advi-
sories asking their citizens to leave immedi-
ately, as did many other countries such as the
US, Britain, Japan, Norway, etc,” he said. “Non-
essential citizens may consider to leave tem-
porarily' was the direction given by the MEA,
which according to me was a strategic flaw
onour part in the evacuation process.”

Congress's Shashi Tharoor commended
the government for both the success of
Operation Ganga and sending humanitarian
aid to Ukraine. However, he criticised the
statements at the UN while abstaining from
the vote against Russia.

“As I mentioned to the Foreign Minister,
it was not just the abstention,” he said. “As
regards abstention, there are good reasons

BJP MP Ravi Shakar Prasad with
Congress MP Manish Tewari at
Parliament on Tuesday. Anil Sharma

why we wanted to signal a certain position,
but the fact that in the initial statements at
the UN we failed to mention any of the prin-
ciples that we have stood for in the world for
the last 75 years. We did not mention the UN
Charter; we did not mention State’s sover-
eignty; we did not mention the inviolability
of borders, and we did not mention even the
inadmissibility of the use of force when it
comes to resolving international disputes.”
Congress's Manish Tewari said a new [ron
Curtain seems to be descending across the
world. “But unlike the Iron Curtain which di-
vided Europe between 1945 and 1989, this
new Iron Curtain has the potential of divid-
ing the world again. The recent joint state-
ment on February 4 between China and

Jaishankar introduces Bill
to ban funding of WMDs

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

FOREIGN MINISTER S Jaishankar introduced
inthe Lok Sabha on Tuesday a Bill that seeks
to prohibit funding of weapons of mass de-
struction (WMDs) and empowers the gov-
ernment to freeze or seize assets of those in-
volved in such activities.

The Bill seeks to amend the Weapons of
Mass Destruction and their Delivery Systems
(Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Act, 2005,
which does not cover the financial aspect of
WMD delivery systems. Including the new
provisions in the 2005 Act is essential to meet
India’s international obligations, the govern-
ment has said.

The existing Act covers unlawful activities
relating to biological, chemical and nuclear
weapons and their delivery systems. It also
provides for some integrated legal measures.

The Amendment Bill seeks to make anin-
sertion: “No person shall finance any activity
which is prohibited under this Act, or under
the United Nations (Security Council) Act,
1947 or any other relevant Act for the time
being in force, or by an order issued under
any such Act, in relation to weapons of mass
destruction and their delivery systems.”

It also seeks to give the government the
powers to “freeze, seize or attach funds or
other financial assets or economic resources
owned or controlled, wholly or jointly, di-
rectly or indirectly, by such person; or held
by or on behalf of, or at the direction of, such
person; or derived or generated from the
funds or other assets owned or controlled,
directly or indirectly, by such person”.

It proposes to “prohibit any person from
making funds, financial assets or economic
resources or related services available for the
benefit of persons related to any activity
which is prohibited under this Act.”

Russia expounding international relations
entering a new era and global sustainable de-
velopment may actually become the foun-
dation of this unfortunate division which the
world is witnessing today,” Tewari said.

DMK's Dr Sumathy criticised India's med-
ical education policy. Referring to PM
Narendra Modi’s statement urging state gov-
ernments to allot land for medical infrastruc-
ture, she said, “itis not the question of just al-
lotting land. It is the question of allowing
opportunities for students from marginal and
weaker sections to enter medical colleges.
Thatis why Tamil Nadu strictly resists NEET.”

TMC's Sudip Bandhopadhyay said Modi
had assured West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee that the Centre has decided to send
these students back to Hungary, mainly to
Budapest”.

Responding to concerns on increase in oil
prices due to the Ukraine crisis, Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Puri said India’s percent-
age increase is merely one-tenth of what it
is elsewhere. “We have raised the price of
petrol by Rs9 over 12 or 13 days, whereas the
international price has shot up. I have some
figures, which show a comparison in prices
of gasoline between April 2021 and March
2022.In USA, during that period the increase
in prices of gasoline in terms of percentage is
51. In Canada, the increase is 52%; in
Germany and the UK, it is 55%; in France, it
is 50%; in Spain 58%, in Sri Lanka 55%. In India,
itisjust 5%,” he said.

- RS passes MCD Bill,

- Shahsays Parliament
can legislate on any
Delhi-related matter

Opposition says ‘attack’ on country’s federal
structure; AAP calls it outcome of ‘Kejriwal phobia’

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,APRIL5

THE BILL to merge the three municipal cor-
porations of Delhi into a single entity was
passed by Rajya Sabha on Tuesday, with
Union Home Minister Amit Shah attributing
the move to undo the trifurcation done in
2012 to “step-motherly treatment” of the
AAP-led government in the national capital
towards civic bodies.

The opposition parties, including the
Congress, AAP, DMK, NCP, SPand the Left par-
ties, opposed the Bill, terming it as an “attack
on the federal structure” of the country.
Congress MP Abhishek Manu Singhvi called
the Bill “constitutionally suspect, legally un-
tenable, administratively blunderous and po-
litically hypocritical” while AAP MP Sanjay
Singh said it was an outcome of “Kejriwal
phobia”, referring to Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

Responding to the debate, during which
20 MPs spoke, Shah brushed aside the criti-
cism, saying unlike in the case of other states,
Parliament is empowered to legislate on any
matter, including subjects on which the
Assembly can make laws, pertaining to Delhi
under provisions of Article 239AA of the
Constitution.

Touching upon apprehensions of the
Opposition that the Centre wants backdoor
political control over Delhi’s municipal struc-
tures through the legislation, Shah said the
government will not appoint any political
person as the administrator or special offi-
cer to run the the civic affairs until the first
meeting of the unified MCD takes place.

The Lok Sabha had cleared the Delhi
Municipal Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2022 last week.

“We had to bring this Bill due to the step-
motherly treatment of the Delhi government
with the three corporations. You may have
enmity with us, but why are you harassing
the people of Delhi? The fifth Delhi Finance
Commission had recommended that Rs
40,561 crore be given to the corporations.
They (Delhi government) settled on Rs
21,000 crore. But even that amount was not
given in full without specifying any reason
and other recommendations of the DFC were

not accepted,” said Shah.

“Had they given that amount, the corpo-
rations would have been in profit today. The
three corporations sent proposals to raise
business tax, one time parking tax, which
were not accepted...This is done to turn the
public mood in favour of the AAP. Once de-
limitation is over, come to the electoral bat-
tle field, there is no fear or phobia.”

Initiating the debate, Singhvi said while
239AA, which came into force in 1992, gives
special powers to Parliament to legislate on
matters related to Delhi, municipality is a
subject created under 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act, which became a law in
1993.

“Even though Parliament has overriding
powers under 239AA which came in 1992,
you overrode that by a subsequent
Constitutional Amendment, the 74th amend-
mentin 1993. You have a later Constitutional
Amendment in 1993, which is a special
Constitutional Amendment on municipali-
ties. As even a first year student of law knows,
a later and a special law overrides an earlier
and a general law,” Singhvi said.

Singh said through the Bill, the BJP was
running away from facing the AAP in the
polls. “If you want to run away from poll, then
name it Kejriwal phobia Bill... This Bill will
write the story of you trampling on the
Constitution of India,” he said.

The Opposition MPs also questioned the
absence of a roadmap on putting the finan-
cial affairs of the proposed unified corpora-
tion in order. TMC's Jawhar Sircar and BSP's
Ramji Gautam said the Bill does not deal with
the scourge of manual scavenging which
continues to claim lives.

While supporting the Bill, B]D's Prasanna
Acharya said the Centre should not delay the
municipal elections in Delhi on any pretext.

CPI(M)'s John Brittas said the Bill goes
against the Centre’s public pronouncements
on federalism. “They have bypassed the state
government,” he said.

Countering the charges levelled by the
Opposition, Shah said, “This Bill does not at-
tack federal structure in any manner... If they
(AAP) are not happy with the power they
have, then they should not have contested.
You cannot fight for government in an UT,
and hold desire to have full powers of a state.”

Opp raises fuel price pltch disrupts LS

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

ON A day when the Opposition disrupted the
Lok Sabha proceedings in protest against the
fuel price increase, a TMC member sought
anassurance from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that “the prices of fuel and other essen-
tial commodities will be brought down to a
bearable level”.

Raising the matter during the Zero Hour
on Tuesday, TMC's Asit Kumar Mal, said:
“People of this country are agitated very
much at the price rise of daily
commodities...it's going beyond limits..where
willit stop? [ appeal to the Prime Minister to
kindly assure the countrymen on controlling
the unbearable price rise.”

The TMC MP’s appeal came in the midst
of the Opposition protests against the fuel
price increase, leading to adjournment of
proceedings for half an hour. Members be-
longing to the Congress, DMK, TMC, NCP, and
Left resorted to sloganeering in the well of

Opposition members protest in Lok
Sabha on Tuesday. P11

the House, holding placards in favour of a tax
cut for diesel and petrol. Later, Shiv Sena
members also joined them.

Speaker Om Birla tried to run the Question
Hour amid the din before adjourning the pro-
ceedings for half an hour to meet again at 12
noon. When the House met again, the papers
were laid, and the House could take up Zero
Hour only for a few minutes. The proceedings
were again adjourned till 2pm.

When the Zero Hour was taken up briefly,
BJP’s Sanghmitra Maurya urged the Centre
to officially declare the birthday of Samrat
Ashok as Samrat Ashok Jayanti so that “peo-
ple can hold events in his honour that day”.
Maurya said she was making this demand as
the central government has already rejected
the idea of declaring it a public holiday.

BJP’s Pallab Lochan Das, an MP from
Tezpur, wanted the government to set up
Navodaya schools in every district of Assam.

National Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah appealed to the government to in-
crease the age limit for J&RK PSC examination
candidates to match it with what is applica-
ble in other states.

Abdullah said while candidates in other
states get a 30-day notice for the exam, JKPSC
gives only a seven-day notice to the aspirants.
“Though all the states have an age limit of 37-
42 for the PSC exam, it's 32 in J&K. How can
we deny jobs to the youth in J&K,” he said.

Meanwhile, TRS MPs agitated in the well
of the House, holding placards in support of
a uniform procurement policy.

ON EVE OF PARTY’S 42ND FOUNDATION DAY

Dedicate yourselves to serv1ce PM M0d1 to BJP MPs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL 5

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi on Tuesday
asked his party MPs to dedicate themselves
to seva (service) as the BJP embarks on its
‘Samajik Nyay Pakhwada’ - or social justice
fortnight - from April 7.

Asking the BJP MPs to participate in the
party programmes during the two-week
campaign, the Prime Minister listed some of
the welfare schemes initiated by the central
government and urged them to reach out to
every section of society to spread awareness
on them.

The Prime Minister was speaking at the
BJP parliamentary meeting on Tuesday, a day
before the BJP celebrates its 42nd foundation
day.

At the meeting, there was a special men-
tion of the party’s growth in the Northeast
and itsincreased size in the Rajya Sabha - the
BJP now has 101 MPs in the Upper House. BJP
president ] P Nadda congratulated Modi for
the achievement.

Home Minister Amit Shah, BJP chief ] P Nadda, PM Narendra Modi and Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari at the BJP parliamentary party meet, Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

According to Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi, the Prime Minister
asked the MPs to actively participate in the
party programmes. “They should dedicate
themselves to service,” Joshi quoted the
Prime Minister as saying.

Modi also asked the MPs to visit schools

to motivate students to get vaccinated
against Covid-19.

Each MP was given two orange caps, car-
rying the party's name or symbol, like the
one the Prime Minister wore recently dur-
ing his Gujarat visit. Some MPs also wore
caps carrying Modi's photo on them.

On Monday, Nadda held a meeting of
party general secretaries to give final touches
to the party programmes during social jus-
tice fortnight.

On the first day, the party MPs and work-
ers will highlight the impact of health insur-
ance programme ‘Ayushman Bharat'and ‘Jan
Aushadhi Kendra’, under which medicines
are sold at a subsidised rate.

Schemes to build houses for the poor and
efforts for pipe-water supply to every house-
hold will be at the centre of the campaign on
April 8 and April 9 respectively, Joshi said. On
April 12, the BJP leaders and workers will
highlight the Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme, he said.

BJP workers will also dedicate one day
each to spread awareness about the ongoing
free food grain scheme, reach out to
Scheduled Tribes, contact unorganised sec-
tor workers, highlight financial inclusion
schemes and nutrition programmes.

The MPs are also expected to participate
in cleaning up and reviving ponds in their ar-
eas as part of the ongoing ‘Azadi Ka Amrit

Mahotsav'.
TR N

CABILLPASSED IN RAJYA SABHA

Autonomy of audit bodies
will not be diluted: Nirmala

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

THE CHARTERED Accountants, the Cost and
Works Accountants and the Company
Secretaries (Amendment) Bill, 2022, which
was passed by the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday;,
will not dilute the autonomy of the audit and
accountancy bodies, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said Tuesday, stressing
that it will strengthen corporate governance.

The Bill, which amends the Chartered
Accountants Act, 1949, the Cost and Works
Accountants Act, 1959, and the Company
Secretaries Act, 1980, provides for the setting
up of a coordination committee headed by the
Secretary of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs.
It has sparked a debate in and outside the
Parliament.

Sitharaman said while a coordination
committee already exists, as pointed out by
certain Opposition MPs, “it has not even

New Delhi

taken off”. “The proposed amendments are
very much in line with the core principles
which have been given by the independent
audit regulators...” she said.

Sitharaman, who also holds the corpo-
rate affairs portfolio, said questions have
been raised over transparency in auditing
ever since the Satyam and the ILFS scandals
broke. “We have repeatedly been questioned
about the number of failings of the CAs.

“If the corporate governance structure has
really got to be robust to meet with the global
investment expectations about our standards
of audit, our standards of investment policy,
about how auditing certificates are being given,
we need to have greater robustness and alsoa
level of accountability broughtin,” she added.

Among Opposition MPs who questioned
the clause on the coordination committee
was Akali leader Naresh Gujral, who said the
committee’s chairperson should be some-
one who is proficient with the subject and
has domain knowledge.
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GOVT & POLITICS

HisToRry TiIps

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah surprised many, including some
of his own party members, with the deep knowledge about
Indian history at a special screening of television serial Vidrohi
- based on the life of Odia freedom fighter Buxi Jagabandhu -
atMahadeva auditorium. At the screening on Monday, which
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan helped or-
ganise, Shah shared his knowledge about the Odia icon and
said had he been consulted he could have given the serial-
makers more information on Buxi Jagabandhu. Shah appeared
to have enjoyed the show and even had some light moments
with the cast and crew. When Hemal Ingle, one of the leading
actresses in the tele-serial introduced herself, Shah asked her
where was she from. When Ingle said Kolhapur, Shah said,
“Mera sasural hai, Kolhapur.” Shah also lauded Pradhan and
advised filmmakers that more such films and serials on the
unsung heroes should be made

VoICE, VOTE

AS CLAUSE-WISE amendments during the passage of the
Delhi Municipal Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2022 were
being put to vote on Tuesday, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh's voice betrayed severe strain, prompting the mem-
bers to urge him to sip water. It had much todo with arare leg-
islative rigour shown by the House while passing another Bill.
While passing the Chartered Accountants, the Cost and Works
Accountants and the Company Secretaries (Amendment) Bill,
2022, the House voted on 106 clauses and clause-wise
amendments, which took more than 30 minutes. Even dur-
ing that time, Harivansh was on the chair of the House.

LocAL FIRST

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS'S Sukhendu Sekhar Roy on Tuesday
raised an issue in Rajya Sabha that struck a chord with
Chairperson Venkaiah Naidu. Speaking in Bengali, Roy pointed
to the Bengali signage for Whitechapel station on the London
tube that has now been installed, given the large Bengali popu-
lation in the area. Roy said central institutions across the coun-
try have signage only in Hindi and English, and while this was
fine, those in the local language must also be installed. Naidu
marked it as an important issue, and brought up the need for
signage inlocal language several times during the proceedings,
even after Roy's short speech was long over. He asked the min-
isters present in the House, Arjun Ram Meghwal and
Sarbananda Sonowal, to take note of the matter and inform their
colleagues. “This (issue) is not limited to Kolkata, but for every
state. First signs should be in the mother tongue, and then Hindi
and English, otherwise the local people will not understand,”
said Naidu. Congress MPJairam Ramesh appealed to colleagues
to “stop calling these languages regional languages”. He said
these were national languages.t.

Haryana House rejects Punjab
resolution on Chandigarh claim

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 5

DENOUNCING THE resolution by
Punjab Vidhan Sabha staking
claim over Chandigarh, the
Haryana Vidhan Sabha, in a spe-
cial one-day session, Tuesday
unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion seeking the completion of the
SYL Canal and the transfer of
Hindi-speaking areas from the
neighbouring Aam Aadmi Party
ruled state.

Terming the move by Punjab
as “political gimmick”, “political
conspiracy” and an “attempt to
disturb the communal harmony
between the two states”, the
members of the Haryana Vidhan
Sabha, cutting across party lines
voted in favour of the resolution
moved by Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar.

“This House notes with con-
cern the resolution passed in the
Legislative Assembly of Punjabon
1 April, 2022 recommending that
the matter for transfer of
Chandigarh to Punjab be taken up
with the Central government. This
is not acceptable to the people of
Haryana,” read the resolution.

Itadded that Haryana contin-
ued to retain its right to the joint
capital of the two states.

Participating in the discussion,
former Leader of Opposition and
former CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda slammed the Punjab res-
olution. “Punjab's role as an elder

Haryana Congress leaders Raghubir Singh Kadian and
Bhupinder Hooda with Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
atVidhan Sabha in Chandigarh on Tuesday. jasbir Malhi

brotherisacceptable, butifit tries
to play the role of the big brother,
that is not acceptable to us,” the
Congress leader said.

The tit-for-tat resolutions by
the two states come after Union
Home Minister Amit Shah an-
nounced that the central service
rules would now apply to the
employees of the Union Territory
of Chandigarh. The AAP govern-
ment in Punjab saw this asan at-
tempt by the BJP-led Centre to
diminish the state's say in the UT,
coming as it did just days after
Union government amended
the rules for appointment of
members of the Bhakra Beas
Management Board (BBMB).

Like Punjab, the Haryana res-
olution tooraised objections over
changes in BBMB. “Under these
circumstances, this House re-
solves to urge the central govern-
ment not to take any steps that

would disturb the existing bal-
ance and to maintain harmony
till all the issues emanating from
the reorganisation of Punjab are
settled,” read the resolution.

It urged the Centre to take
measures for the construction of
the SYL Canal in compliance with
the directions of the SC. “Theright
of Haryana to share waters of Ravi
and Beas rivers by the construc-
tion of the SYL Canal is historically,
legally, judicially and constitution-
ally established... The august
House has unanimously on at
least seven occasions passed res-
olutions urging the early comple-
tion... Several agreements, ac-
cords, tribunal findings and
judgments of highest judiciary...
have all singularly upheld the
claim of Haryana to the waters...
Indefiance...legislation’s were en-
acted by Punjab to deny the right-
ful claims of the state of Haryana.”

Congress president Sonia Gandhi with party leaders Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge and
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury in Parliament on Tuesday. Anil Sharma

After ‘rebuke’, Jharkhand
minister threatens to quit

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, APRIL 5

MORETHAN 30 Congressleaders
from Jharkhand, including MLAs
and ministers, met senior party
leaders in Delhi for charting outa
roadmap for strengthening the or-
ganisation at the grassroots-level
in the state. However, during the
meeting, a senior Congress leader,
who is a minister in Jharkhand,
threatened toresign when he was
confronted for not doing enough
on the organisational front.
Senior leaders KC Venugopal,
Mukul Wasnik and party's in-
charge for Jharkhand Avinash
Pandey pointed out meagre mem-
berships in the segments of four
Cabinet ministers. State's Rural
Development Minister Alamgir
Alam threatened to resign when
he was rebuked for giving little

time for the party-related work; it
is learnt. However, Alam denied
there was was any talk of resigna-
tion. “Somebody hasblown theis-
sue out of proportion, but, yes,
there was discussion on party
work and I made my point clear.”

Pandey gave a presentationon
constituency-wise party mem-
bers in the state. As per sources,
out of 81 constituencies, only
Poreyahat Assembly segments
has more than 10,000 members.
As many as 22 other constituen-
cies, including Pakur that Alam
represents, have members be-
tween 5000 and 10,000.

“Until now, the Congress had
largely been battling problems
within... But things have begun
to change slowly,” said a leader,
who claimed that Tuesday’s
meeting in Delhi was aimed at
improving party's weight in the
state's politics.

Road ahead challenging, will do
what’s needed for unity: Sonia

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

DESCRIBING THE outcome of
the recent Assembly elections as
“shocking and painful”, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi on
Tuesday said the road ahead for
the party is “more challenging
than ever before”, which will put
to test the party leaders' dedica-
tion, determination and the
spirit of resilience.

Sonia, without referring to
the remarks of the G23 leaders
or rumblings in several state
units, said she was determined
to ensure unity in the party.

“I am very well aware how
disappointed you are at the re-
cent election results. They have
been both shocking and painful.
The CWChas met once to review

our performance. I have met with
other colleagues, too. I have re-
ceived many suggestions on how
to strengthen our organisation.
Many are pertinent and I am
working on them,” she told a
meeting of the general body of
the Congress Parliamentary Party.
Sonia said holding a ‘chintan
shivir’ is also necessary as “that
is where the views of a larger
number of colleagues and party
representatives will be heard”.
“They will contribute to put
forward a clear roadmap on the
urgent steps to be taken by our
party on how best to meet the
challenges we are confronted
with. The road ahead is more
challenging than ever before.
Our dedication and determina-
tion, our spirit of resilience is un-
der severe test. Unity at all levels
of our vast organisation is of

paramount importance and
speaking for myself, | am deter-
mined to do whatever is needed
toensureit,” she said.

She said the revival of the
Congress is “not just a matter of
importance to us alone—it is, in
fact, essential for our democracy
itself and indeed for our society
aswell”.

“We will not allow them to
damage the bonds of amity and
harmony that have sustained
and enriched our diverse society
for centuries,” she said.

“MSMEs are still inamost pre-
carious condition. There is no sign
that the commitments made to
farmers are going to be fulfilled in
any significant manner. Prices of
gas and oil, petrol, diesel, fertilis-
ersand other essentials have risen
to an unbearable limit, and con-
tinue to rise,” Sonia said.

The elusive poll strategist now behind Congress

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,APRIL 5

IN THE run-up to the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, political strate-
gist Sunil Kanugolu’s company
will be working from behind the
scenes for the Congress in the
Karnataka state elections and the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)in the
Andhra Pradesh polls.

Kanugolu, who does not have
any online presence and is be-
lieved to be in his late thirties or
early forties, is an elusive figure
unlike poll strategist Prashant
Kishor, with whom he worked in
2014 before parting ways. Not
only their public profiles, their
modus operandi also differs con-
siderably.

“He knows his limits, he
never tries to patronise or over-

power his clients. Neither does
he take credit nor does he flaunt
his connections,” said a source
who has known Kanugolu for
five years.

Asenior Congress leader told
The Indian Express: “Even the
photograph circulating on social
media as that of his is of his
brother. So, you can understand
his style of functioning. He
prefers to remain in the back-
ground. My impression is that he
does not impose his views and
ideas on the party. Every party
has its strengths and weak-
nesses. Every party is differentin
the way it functions. He under-
stands that and tries to work
with the party.”

After striking out on his own,
Kanugolu returned to the politi-
cal mainstream by designing
DMK chief and current Tamil

Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin’s
“Namakku Naame” campaign
ahead of the 2016 state elections.

Though the campaign was
successful and elevated Stalin’s
public image, the DMK failed in
the elections as a third front split
the votes and helped the
AIADMK retain power despite a
strong anti-incumbency factor.

“The DMK lost but Stalin
emerged as aleader. Remember
that time both ] Jayalalithaa and
K Karunanidhi were alive,” said
a Congress leader.

Someone who worked with
the political consultant during
his time with the DMK pointed
out another difference between
him and Kishor. “Unlike Kishor,
Sunil builds a team drawn from
the party and that remains intact
even after polls.”

Following the stint down

south, Kanugolu worked closely
with Amit Shah in Delhi till
February 2018. He shaped suc-
cessful campaigns for the BJP, in-
cluding in the state elections in
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and
Karnataka, with the help of a
team of 300 people.

Ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 2019, the political oper-
ative returned to the DMK camp
and helped the United
Progressive Alliance win 38 of
the state’s 39 parliamentary con-
stituencies.

But he parted ways with the
DMK before last year's Assembly
elections after Stalin sought
Kishor's help. “We suggested that
he work with Kishor but it was
not acceptable to Sunil,” said a
senior DMK leader. “Later, we re-
alised that Kishor also wouldn’t
have agreed to work with Sunil.”

The election strategist
switched sides and advised the
AIADMK but could not stop it
from getting ousted from power.
A person who knows Kanugolu
said he was still in touch with
former Chief Minister Edappadi
K Palaniswami. “But I assume
that his relationship with DMK
is not great, may not even be in
talking terms,” the source added.

Last year, Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi met Kanugoluaround the
same time they reportedly held
talks with Kishor. In the end,
Congress gave Kanugolu’'s
Hyderabad-based Mindshare
Analytics the contract for the
Karnataka campaign. According
to sources, he could also be given
the contract for Telangana.
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Haryana has rights
on Chandigarh,
will solve issue,
says AAP MP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, APRIL S

AAM AADMI Party’s Rajya Sabha
MP Sushil Gupta on Tuesday said
AAPwill solve the issue of Satluj-
Yamuna link (SYL) canal and
Chandigarh in 2025.

“Chandigarh pe Haryana ka
poora haqq hai. Aadhaa
Chandigarh Haryana ka hai aur
aadha Punjab ka [Haryana has
full right over Chandigarh. Half
of Chandigarh belongs to
Haryana, the other half to
Punjab],” Gupta, AAP's Haryana
in-charge, said.

“The Centre should give half
of each to both states along with
Rs 20,000 crore for each. This
should be the demand of the CM
[M L Khattar]...so that separate
capitals are formed,” he said. “If
itis not possible, thenin 2025 we
will solve the SYL issue and the
matter of Chandigarh as well,
since we are in power in Punjab
and we will win in Haryana (in
2024).”

Gupta was speaking to the
media after a meeting with party
representatives and volunteers
of south Haryana zone in
Gurgaon.

‘Anti-India’ content:

Centre blocks 22
YouTube channels

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRILS

THE MINISTRY of Information &
Broadcasting has blocked 22
YouTube channels for allegedly
spreading disinformation re-
lated to India’s national security
and foreign relations. These in-
clude 18 Indian YouTube news
channels that have been blocked
for the first time under IT Rules,
2021, and four Pakistan-based
YouTube news channels.

Inan orderissued on Monday,
the ministry said these YouTube
channels used logos of TV news
channels and false thumbnails to
mislead viewers. Inaddition, three
Twitter accounts, one Facebook
account, and one news website
were also blocked.

“These channels were in-
volved in spreading misinforma-
tionimpacting India's sovereignty,
national security & relations with
other countries. They were
spreading fake news about the
pandemic & Russia-Ukraine cri-
sis. We won't shy away from tak-
ing such action in future,” Union
I&B Minister Anurag Thakur said.

“The Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting, utilizing the
emergency powers under the IT
Rules, 2021, has issued orders on
04.04.2022 for blocking of
twenty-two (22) YouTube based
news channels, three (3) Twitter
accounts, one (1) Facebook ac-
count, and one (1) news website.

No encouragement from
Cong leadership, options
open: Ahmed Patel’s son

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT,APRILS

FAISAL PATEL, son of former po-
litical secretary to Sonia Gandhi
late Ahmed Patel, expressed his
displeasure with the Congress
leadership through a tweet on
Tuesday. “Tired of waiting
around, No encouragement from
the top brass. Keeping my options
open,” Faisal wrote on Twitter.

The 41-year-old Harvard
Business School alumnus told
The Indian Express: “I have ex-
pressed my feelings and [ don’t
want to add anything more or
anything less. What I have said
have said, and nothing more... It
could be anything like leaving
the party, leaving politics and
joining the business.”

This has come days after Patel
shelved, apparently due to
Ramzan, his plan to tour family's
turf, Gujarat’s Bharuch Lok Sabha
segment, from April 1. elections
in Gujarat are due this year.

On Tuesday, Faisal also
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tweeted pictures with the family
of former Union minister AK
Antony whom he called a “father
figure”. He also retweeted Anil K
Antony's post soon after, that re-
ferred to Faisal's visit: “A forever
part of our family, with a storied
@INCIndialegacy, he’s surely go-
ing toremain so,and work onre-
building Congress, and on the
betterment of Gujarat and India.”

A senior Congress leader
from Gujarat, requesting
anonymity, said, “Faisal is not
even a primary member of the
Congress; so where is the ques-
tion of quitting.” Jayrajsinh
Parmar, a former Congress
leader who joined the BJP in
February, said: “Faisal’'s move (in
case he quits Congress)is of little
consequence”.

LS passes Bill to include some
communities in Jharkhand ST list

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

LOK SABHA Tuesday passed by
a voice vote the Constitution
(Scheduled  Castes and
Scheduled Tribes) Orders
(Amendment) Bill, 2022.

The Bill, passed by Rajya
Sabha on March 30, seeks to
amend the Schedule to the ST
Order to include certain commu-
nities — Deshwari, Ganjhu,
Dautalbandi  (Dwalbandi),
Patbandi, Raut, Maajhia, Khairi
(Kheri), Tamaria (Tamadia), and
Puran — in the list of STs in
Jharkhand.

The Bhogta community is
being moved from the list of SCs
in Jharkhand to the ST list.

Union Tribal Affairs Minister
Arjun Munda introduced the Bill
in Lok Sabha.

DMK’s D N V Senthilkumar
criticised the Bill as a move to-
wards “election manoeuvringand
election strategy”. He said,
“Whatever we see is being done
for the sake appeasement, and not
inthe spiritof upliftment,” he said.

BJP MP from Chatra in
Jharkhand  rejected the
Opposition’s criticism that it is
aimed at appeasement.

TMC's Protima Mondal sup-
ported the Bill

Union I&B
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The blocked YouTube channels
had a cumulative viewership of
over 260 crore, and were used to
spread fake news, and coordi-
nated disinformation...on subjects
sensitive from the perspective of
national security, India’s foreign
relations, and public order," the
ministry said in a statement.

The Twitter accounts blocked
by the government are all
Pakistan-based handles and asso-
ciated with the same YouTube
channels that were blocked, in-
cluding 'Ghulam Nabi Madni',
with 5,553 followers, 'Dunya
Mery Aagy' with 4,063 followers
(the channel's Facebook page too
was banned) and 'Hageeqat TV'
with 3,23,800 followers. The min-
istry said multiple YouTube chan-
nels were used to post fake news
on many subjects, including the
Indian armed forces and J&K. It
said content ordered to be blocked
included certain "anti-India" con-
tent posted from multiple social
media accounts operated ina co-
ordinated manner from Pakistan.

Since December 2021, the
Ministry hasissued directions for
blocking 78 YouTube-based news
channels and several other ac-
counts on grounds related to na-
tional security.

British PM Boris Johnson

UK PM may visit
India towards
end of April

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON, APRIL 5

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnsonis planningavisit to India
towards the end of this month
with a focus on strengthening bi-
lateral ties against the backdrop of
the ongoing India-UK Free Trade
Agreement negotiations, accord-
ing to official sources.

The visit, which is expected
around April 22, is long overdue
after Johnson was forced to can-
cel planned visits to India twice
last year due to Covid-19.

While Downing Street is yet to
confirm any details, an in-person
meeting was discussed during a
phone call between Johnson and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
last month.

“The leaders welcomed India
and the UK's strong and prosper-
ous relationship, and agreed to
continue to build on trade, secu-
rity and business ties in the com-
ing weeks and months. They
looked forward to meeting in-per-
son at the earliest opportunity,” a
Downing Street spokesperson
said in a readout of the call on
March 22.

Last week, Downing Street
sources told PTI that Johnson was
“very keen” to visit India for talks
with his Indian counterpart Modi,
though firm plans are yet to be
fully drawn up.

The Roadmap, which aims to
atleast double bilateral trade be-
tween India and the UK by 2030,
is part of Britain's so-called Indo-
Pacific foreign policy tilt.

In response to NEP, TN forms panel
to frame its own education policy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, APRIL 5

THE TAMIL Nadu government
Tuesday formed a 13-member
panel to frame the state educa-
tion policy, a promise made in
the 2021-22 state Budget.
Headed by Delhi High Court
retired Chief Justice D
Murugesan, the panel members
include former chess world
champion Viswanathan Anand
and prominent Carnatic musi-
cian TM Krishna, among others.
While it had been announced

New Delhi

in the Budget, the idea of a new
State Education Policy was
mooted firstin response to the on-
going move by the Centre to im-
plement the National Education
Policy. In December last year, the
state school education minister
had made it clear that the draft of
the policy, tobe preparedina few
months by the experts’ panel, will
be self-explanatory to Tamil
Nadu's position towards NEP.

The panel members have
been drawn from diverse sec-
tors.

Tamil Nadu'’s opposition to
the NEP is based on several

grounds: the NEP system of
common entrance tests for UG
programmes, introduction of a
three-language formula when
the state is following the two-
language policy,and conducting
common exams for classes III, V
and VIII, among others. The state
is also against the idea of a four-
year degree programme withan
option for multiple exits, fearing
that it will increase dropouts and
two types of graduates.

But the primary reason for the
DMK's NEPoppositionisits pothat
the NEP intrudes into education,
acrucial domain of the state.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,mayukrakshi Das,D/0 kanai
das R/0.f-171-C,Katwaria
Sarai.110016,Have changed my
name to mayurakshiDas.

0040608995-2

ILVINOD KUMAR,S/O Ranjit
Singh,R/0 B-36,F/F, B-Block,
Mansa Ram-Park,Uttam Nagar,
West-Delhi-110059,have
changed my name VINOD
KUMAR to VINOD KUMAR
LAKRA,for all,future purpose.

0040608995-6

I,VIJAY KUMAR GOEL,S/0
SAGWA MALR/0OS-32,
PARAMPURI, STREET NO.6,
UTTAM NAGAR,DELHI-110059.
HAVE CHANGED MY NAMETO
VIJAY KUMAR. 0040608995-9

ILUSHA RANI,W/0 VINOD KUMAR
LAKRA R/0.B-36,F/F,B-Block,
Mansa-Ram Park, Uttam-
Nagar,West Delhi-110059,have
changed my name USHA RANI
to USHA LAKRA,for all,future
purpose. 0040608995-7

1,Sunil Yadav S/0-Maha Singh,
R/0-708, Manhorma-Marg Gali,
Wazirabad(75), Gurgaon,
(Haryana)-122003,have
changed my name to Sunil
Kumar Yadav. 0040608986-2

I,Sonia W/o-Sumeet Verma R/o-
C-1201Ind Floor,Right Side Old
Gupta Colony,Delhi-110009,
have changed my name to
Sonia Verma for future.

0040608995-1

I,Siddharta Shankar Dey S/o R.K.
Dey R/0 J-503, Antriksh Golf
View-2, Sector-78, Noida(U.P.)
have changed my name to
Siddhartha Shankar Dey for all
purposes. 0040608968-1

I,Shiela Devi W/o Ram Gopal R/0
G-1/26, Sector-11,Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changed my name
toSheelaDevi.  0040608985-9

I,Salim Ahmed S/0, Zameel
Ahmed R/0, H.No-F-154,Gali No-
8-9,Bhagirathi Vihar Delhi-
110094,have changed my name
to Saleem. 0040608985-4

I,SATISH CHAND JAIN S/O
JINESHWAR KUMAR JAIN R/O C-
4/85,LAWRANCE ROAD,
KESHAV-PURAM,DELHI-
110035.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SATISH JAIN.

0040608995-8

I,Renu W/0 Vinod Kumar R/o-F-
259 J.J.Colony Wazirpur,Ashok,
Vihar Delhi-110052,inform that
my name wrongly, written
Reenuin my Ration-Card but
my actual nameis Renu.

0040608986-7

I,Rakesh Kumar S/o Jagdish
Prasad SharmaR/0-C-2/27,
Swarn Park Nangloi Delhi-
110041,declare that Rakesh
Kumar/Rakesh Kumar
Sharma/Rakesh Sharma, all
are,names of,same and one
persononly. 0040608986-4

I,Rahees Ahmad S/0, Sagheer
Ahmad R/0,A-3/494,Sultana
PuriDelhi-110086,have
changed my name to Rahees
Ahmed. 0040608985-3

I,Pinky W/0 Manish Bhatia R/o
D-37, First Floor, Moti-Nagar,
New Delhi-110015 have
changed my name to Pinky
Bhatia. 0040609018-2

I,Tumman D/o Tapas Roy R/0-
16/345, Block-1,Gali-3,Pyare Lal
Road,Bapa Nagar, Karol Bagh,
Delhi-110005,changed my
name to Tumman Roy.

0040608986-8

INARESH KUMAR S/0. RAM
KISHAN R/ DD-20 KALKAJI
EXTN.NEW DELHI - 110019,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
NARESHKALSI.  0040607463-1

I,Kartik Aggarwal S/o Bajrang
Lal Aggarwal R/0 69 Inder
Enclave, Paschim Vihar, Delhi-
87 have changed my nameto
Kartik Agarwal.  0040608974-1

l,Jasmeet kaur chhatwal W/o
Sharneet singh R/o H.No 50
East Avenue Road Panjabi Bagh
Delhi-110026 have changed my
name to Jasmeetkaur.

0040608986-3

l,Jasleen Kaur Bhatia,W/o
Ashmeet Singh Khurana,R/o0 A-
95,Second-floor Narang-
Colony Janakpuri,Delhi-110058,
changed my nameto Jasleen
Kaur Khurana. 0040608985-6

I,Hoshiyar Singh S/o Ram Singh
R/0-1804,Sector-14,Hisar,
Haryana-125001 inform that my
name Hoshiyar Singh Bishnoi
and Hoshiyar Singh is same,
person. 0040608986-5

I,Hitherto known as Rattan
Singh s/o0 shri.DEVIram,R/0-
40Mexmulle-marg new-Delhi-
03,have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
RATTAN CHAND. 0040608985-5

I,GAURAV ANAND,S/O HARISH
ANAND,R/0.FLAT.NO 11090,
TOWER-6 E,GH-7, CROSSING
REPUBLIK, GHAZIABAD, UTTAR-
PRADESH-201016, changed my
name to GAURAV HARISH
ANAND. 0040608995-10

I,Deepak Rai Devraj Kohli S/O
Dev Raj kohli R/o D-29,First-
Floor Block-D Sector-14,Rohini,
Prashant,Vihar,North West,
Delhi,Delhi-110085, changed
my name to Deepak Rai Kohli

0040608986-6

I,Charu Sapra,W/o Joginder Pal
R/0 E-125,Preet-Vihar,Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
to Charu Arora after-my-
marriage vide-Affidavit No.
DL14487081092390U.

0040608985-7

I,Bajrang Lal Aggarwal S/o-
Jagdish Prashad Aggarwal R/o-
69 Inder Enclave, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-87 have changed
my name to Bajrang Lal
Agarwal. 0040608971-1

I,Atul Kumar S/o Satyapal
Malhotra R/0-A-95,Double
Storey, Kalkaji,New Delhi-
110019,have changed my name
to Ajay Malhotra for all future
purpose. 0040609018-1

I,Ankit Sharma,S/o Late
Sh.Rajesh Kumar Sharma, R/o
A-144,Sector-55, Noida,have
changed my Son’s Name,from
Viraaj Sharmato Yugg Viraj
Sharrma,for all Purposes.

0040609015-5

I,Amit Kumar VermaS/o
Manphool VermaR/o Hno -
324,Shahbad Daulat Pur, Delhi-
42, have changed my name
Amit Verma for all future
purposes. and my father
correct name is Manphool
Verma instead of Manphool
Singh. 0040608948-1

I,Parmeshwar,S/0 Shri Gopi
Ram,R/0 House No-A-31/1,
Mohan Garden,A-Block Extn.,
Uttam Nagar,New-Delhi-
110059,Have Changed my
Minor son’s Name Harshit
Meghwal to Harshit Lilar.

0040608995-5

I,Ajay Bhatt S/0,Banwari Lal
BhattR/0O, Plot.No-A-21/A,
kh.No-2/7,Rajeev Nagar Extn.
Begumpur, Delhi-110086,have
changed my nameto Ajay
Kumar Bhatt. 0040608986-1

l,Agorie D/O Krishnendu
Dasgupta,R/O A 2181 Green-
Field Colony, Sector-43
Faridabad, Haryana,have
changed my name to Agorie
Dasgupta,forall purposes.

0040608985-1

I,PREETI GARG,W/0 PARMOD
AMBAWAT R/0-395/31,0NKAR
NAGAR-B,TRINAGAR,DELHI-
110035.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRITI,FOR ALL
PURPOSES. 0040608995-4

ILARUN KUMAR S/0 DEV RAJ,R/O
678,A-BLOCK,SHASTRI NAGAR,
DELHI-110052.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO ARUN KUMAR
PAPREJA. 0040609015-1

I,Muskan Arora,W/o Akshay
Dua,D/o Neeraj Kumar Arora,
R/0-6/B/3,Nea Rajinder-Nagar,
Delhi-110060,have changed my
name to Muskan Dua after my-
marriage,vide-Affidavit
No.DL14487731604136U.

0040608985-8

I, Ranvir Singh S/o0 Satnarain R/o
BG-3/52D, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi-110063 have changed my
name to Ranvir Singh Kaushik.

0040608942-2

I, Prem Sharma (earlier known
as ‘Prem Gopal’), S/o0 Amrit
Dhar R/0 G-108, Kalkaji Aali Ali,
Delhi-110019 state that | have
changed my name from ‘Prem
Gopal’ to ‘Prem Sharma’on
01.09.2017 for all purposes.
Further, I have got my
Government Identity
documents such as ‘PAN Card’
and ‘Aadhar Card’ updated
with my name as ‘Prem
Sharma. 0040608966-1

I,ANKIT, W/O.RAVI DADHICH,
ADD.101-B,POCKET-A1/B
KRISHNA APARTMENTS
PASCHIM VIHAR WEST DELHI-
110063,changed my name to
ANKIT AGGARWAL,
permanently. 0040608985-2

I, Shalu Mahor, D/o Pati Ram,
R/0: A-100/G-3, Dilshad Colony,
New Seemapuri, Delhi-110095,
have changed my nameto
Shalu for all future purposes.

0070779901-1

1, Pushpa, D/o Shiv Kumar
Sharma, R/o House No 41,
Bhwani Enclave, Near Balaji
Hospital, Gurgaon, Haryana -
122001, have changed my name
to Pushpa Sharma. 70779836-1

I, Manoj Biduri, S/o Rajender
Singh Bidhuri, R/0 G-34, Senior
Citizen Homr Complex, Sector
P-4, Greater Noida, U.P., have
change my name Manoj Biduri
to Manoj Bidhuri for all
purposes. 0070779859-1

I, GONPAL S/o0 Sh. Rattan Chand
R/0RZ1-1/303, Street No.2,
Mabhavir Enclave Part-1. Palam,
New Delhi-110045, have
changed my name from
GONPAL to GUNPAL JAIN for all
future purposes. 40608932-1

COURT NOTICE

In the Court of
Sh. Shirish Aggarwal:
Administrative Civil
Judge-cum-ARC (Central)
Delhi-110054.
SC No.-207/2021
N.D.O.H. 13.04.2022
Mohit Gupta & Anr. Vs.

The State
To,
Mohit Gupta S/o Late Sh.
Rajender Kumar Gupta, R/o
53/33, GF, Ramjas Road, opp,
Mother Dairy Karol Bagh, Delhi
Central Delhi-110055
Sikha Gupta D/o Late Sh.
Rajender Kumar Gupta, R/o
M-40, Greater Kailash, Part 1,
Market, Delhi-110048

.......... Petitioner

FOR SUCCESSION CERTI-
FICATE UNDER INDIAN

I, Divya Batra Juneja, w/o Sahil
Juneja, residing at 303
Mandakini Enclave,
Alaknanda, New Delhi-110019,
have changed my name from
DivyaBatrato DivyaBatra
Juneja for future purposes.

0040608936-1

I, Devyani,R/0 C/0 Vikram
Singh, Near Mandir, Kalsada,
Palwal - 121103, has changed
my name to Devyani Sehrawat.

0070779850-1

I, Arun Sharma S/o Anup
Sharma, R/0 355/4, Mehrauli
New Delhi-110030 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter from Kashvi Sharma
to CharviSharma forall
purposes. 0040609032-1

I, Arun Kumar Rana S/o Bhag
Singh Rana R/o Hno-145,
Shahbad Daulatpur, Delhi-42.
Have changed my name to
Arun Rana for all future
purposes. 0040608938-1

l, Samina Farooq Wani D/o Sh.
Farooq Ahmed Wani R/o D-73,
Third Floor, Defence Colony,
Delhi—110024 have changed
the name of my minor
daughter Arianalgbal aged 5
yrs 06 months to Ariana Farooq
Wani for all future purposes.

0040608945-1

I, Rima Kumari Chaurasia, W/o
Hav. Arun Kumar Chaurasia
(15700188Y), Vill.- Tetaria, East
Champaran, Bihar, have
changed my namein Army
record Rima Chaurasia to Rima
Kumari Chaurasia my UID No.-
655748044567. 0070779862-1

I Arun Gauba Alias Arun S
Oberoi S/o0 Mukund Lal Gauba
R/0 Apartment No.202, Tower-6,
Emerald-Floor Premier, Near
World Mark, Sector-65, South
City-11, Gurgaon Haryana-
122018, have changed my name
to Arun Oberoi. 0070779880-1

SUCCESSION ACT, 1925
To,
All Concerned

Whereas in the above noted
petition the applicant/petitioner
has applied for Succession
Certificate to the Hon'ble Court
Under Section 372 of the Indian
SuccessionAct, 1925 in respect
of the debt and securities amount
of Rs 21,49,679. As per record
to be standing in the name of
Late Mrs. Shobha Gupta
deceased.

Whereas the 13.04.2022 at
10' o clock in the forenoon has
been fixed for hearing or the
application notice is hereby
given to this concerned.

Given under my hand and
the seal of the court on this

03.03.2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the public at large that my client
namely, Smt. Yashoda Rani. W/o Late Sh. Hari
Chand Sachdeva, R/o H. No. 1539, Ourtam Line,
Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar, Delhi-110009, has
severed all her relationship and ties with her son
namely (1). Sh. Suresh Kumar, (2). Her daughter
infaw Smt. Roma Sachdeva, W/o Sh. Suresh
Kumar, (3). Her grand-daughter Ms. Gunjan
Sachdeva D/o Sh. Suresh Kumar and (4). Her
grand-son Sh. Jatin Sachdeva, S/o Sh. Suresh
Kumar and debars them from her all movable and
immovable properties/ assets wheresoever and
whatsoever absolutely and forever as they are not
in control of my client. Any person dealing with
them shall be doing so at his owns risk, costs and
consequences and my client shall not be held
responsible for any of their acts and dealings.
Sdi-

ASHUTOSH GUPTA
Advocate

Ch. No. 10, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby issued at large that
my said client Smt. Mandeep Kaur D/o. Late
Sh. Mohan Singh W/o Late Sardar Harbhajan
Singh R/o 15/55B, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-18,
also at 4-1-1005, Flat no. 305, Majestic
Apartments, Boggulkunta, Abids, Nampally,
Hyderabad, AP, having PAN No:
AKLPK3861E, and Aadhar no.
640215112493, Passport no.M1071095 is
also known as Chander Mohini before her
marriage. After marriage my said client
changed her name as Mandeep Kaur. It is
solemnly affirm and declare that Smt.
Chander Mohini and Smt. Mandeep Kaur is
one or the same person.
Sd/-
S. Satyanarayana (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-396/98
$-1/29, Old Mahavir Nagar,
New Delhi-110018

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Shri Ramesh Chandra S/O
Late Sh. Ram Asra and Mrs. Chanchal
Luthra W/O Shri Ramesh Chandra R/O
B-317, Prashant Vihar, Rohini, Delhi-85,
do hereby disown/ debar their|

1 Anil Kumar Kaka S/o Gurmukh
Dayanand Kaka R/0 25/26, Old
Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-
110060 have changed my name
to Anil Kaka 0040608994-1

Anil kapoor, S/o Bhagwan Dass
Kapoor, R/02G/24, Ward No-11,
N-H-2, Faridabad (NIT),
Haryana, have changed my
name Anil Kumar to Anil
Kapoor, for all future purposes.

0070779863-1

I,YUVRAJ, S/0.BOM BAHADUR
THAPA,ADD.H-17/399 SANGAM
VIHAR NEW DELHI-110062,

Changed my nameto YUVRAJ
THAPA, permanently

0040609015-2

I Kumari Sunar Kaul spouse of
Kulbhushan Kaul, resident of D-
3/45, 2nd flr, gali no3, Vashist
Park, Delhi-46 have changed
my name from Kumari Sunar/
Kumari Kaul to Kumari Sunar
Kaul as per affidavit dated
21.03.2022. 0070779877-1

| Pupi Razdan alias Pupi Koul D/o
Late Sh. Dina Nath Razdan W/o
Dr. Vijay Koul R/0 A-1/2, Shivaji
Apartments, Sector-14, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Pupi Koul for all
purposes. 0040608935-4

IRajni Rani alias Gurleen Kaur
D/o Late Sh. Munshi Singh W/o
Sh. Ramanjeet Singh Sodhi R/o
Q-552, Rishi Nagar, Rani Bagh,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110034
have changed my name to
Gurleen Kaur for all purposes.

0040608935-3

LOST & FOUND

1,Mohd Asif,S/o Nizamuddin R/o0
1436b, Galai Gondni Wali Kala
Mahal 8 Dariya Ganj Central,
Delhi-110002 Lost My Original
DDA-Demand Letter-Water &
Electricity-NOC Finder-Contact
#8700602533. 0040608985-10

I ARVIND KAPURS/O LT. MR. H.K.
KAPUR have lost the Original
Relinquishment Deed dated
04.05.2017 qua A-2/12,
SAFDARJUNG ENCLAVE, NEW
DELHI-110029, in case found,
please contactatabove
address. 0040608935-7

I Charanjeet Singh Bhardwaj S/o
Late Sardar Partap Singh
Bhardwaj R/o T-754/E, Prem
Nagar Road, Community
Centre, Baljeet Nagar, Patel
Nagar, Delhi-110008 have
changed my name to Rangi
Bhardwaj Charnjeet for all
purposes. 0040608935-5

I, Saurabh Kumar Verma, S/o
Ravindra Kumar Verma, R/o
Flat No 1103, Star Court5,
Jaypee Green,s Greater Noida,
Uttar Pradesh-201308, have
changed my name to Saurabh
Verma. 0070779840-1

I,Kuldeep Kaur,D/0O Tirlok singh
chadha R/0.QP-13T.F
Saraswati vihar pitampura
North-West Delhi-110034,Have
changed my name to
BALVINDER KAUR.  40608995-3

I, Rebanta Kumar Mistry S/o
Surendra Nath Mistry R/o N-303
Supertech Ecociti Sector-137,
Noida, U.P. Rebanta Kumar
Mistry and Rebant Kumar
Mistri are Same Person.

0070779860-1

I, Alka Rani W/o Ranvir Singh
Kaushik R/o0 BG-3/52D, Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi-110063 have
changed my nameto Alka
Kaushik. 0040608942-1

I1Sondh Mohan JeetSingh S/o0S.
Kirpal Singh R/o Plot N0.246,
3rd Floor, Sainik Vihar,
Pitampura, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name to Mohan Jeet Singh for
all purposes. 0040608935-6

I, Ahmud Ali, S/o Ramzan Ali, R/0
29-1/43, GaliNo.43, Zakir
Nagar, Jamia Nagar, Delhi-
110025, have changed my name
to Ahmad Ali. 0070779882-1

I, Alok Kumar R/0 114c,
Sultanpur Colony, Sultanpur,
Mg Road, New Delhi 110030
have changed my minor son’s
name from Shaurya Singh to
Saanidhya Shrey for all
purposes. 0040608993-1

1Sunil Kumar Rana, S/O Ram
Chander, R/0 Hno-358,
Shahbad Daulatpur, Delhi-42.
Have changed my Nameto
Sunil Rana for all future
purpose. 0040608949-1

I have changed my name Arsha
to Arsha Singh Gupta
henceforth it will be Known as
Arsha Singh Gupta D/o Shish
Pal Singh R/0 143, Jagriti
Enclave Anand Vihar, Delhi.

0040608939-1

I,Gaffar Khan,S/o Islamuddin,
R/0-2793,Gali-Jhott-Wali
Pahari-Bhojla, Turkman-Gate,
Delhi-6,Patner of M/s.G.K.
Industries.(Application No.
27439, Plot.N0.125 Sec-L,DSIIDC
Indl. Area,Bhorgarh,Bawana-
11,Delhi,have lost EMD Receipt
& Allotment-Letter etc.

0040608985-11

Lost original Allotment Letter,
Possession Letter,Membership
letter.N0.570,Cat.D of SIDCO
Hsg.Complex,Flat.N0.604,
Block-D1,Sec.1,IMT Manesar,in
the name of Prem Chand
Original allottee, No.SIDCO.
Finder contact;Suman,R/0
VILL-VPO-FAZILPUR, P.S-
BADSHAHPUR, GURUGRAM,
HARYANA. 0040608986-10

SERVICES

ASTROLOGY

Contact P.D.Kumar Astrologer
for expert future guidelines
and most accurate solution for
health, marriage, career etc.
Mail at
astrologer_kumar@yahoo.co
m for complete details.
Satisfaction assured.

0050194439-1

g Bharati Arora W/O Sh. Kamal
Kishore Arora and Gayatari Manchanda|
W/o Sh. Pankaj Manchanda, their|
husbands and children from all their|
& i properties &
severe their relation with them as they|
are no more in their control, if anybody
dealing with them, shall be doing at|
histher own risk & responsibility. My|
clients shall not be responsible for pros|
&cons arise therefrom.

S.P. Bansal (Advocate)
Ch. No. 229 Rohini Court, Delhi-85|

PUBLIC NOICE

Itis for general information
that |, Rohit Dharmashya
S/o Shri Rajbir Singh R/o
H. No.-104, Khampur,
North West Delhi, Delhi-
110036 declare that name
of my father has been
wrongly written as Rajbir
Dharmashya in my Driving
Licence No.-
DL0820160348005. The
actual name of my father
is Rajbir Singh, which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client VIVEK
KUMAR DISHIT $/0 B.D. DISKHIT R/0 DDA
FLAT NO-8156, FIRST FLOOR, SEC-B, PKT-II,
VASANT KUNJ, NEW DELHI-110070. Allottee/
Purchaser of DDA SFS FLAT NO-8156,
FIRST FLOOR, SEC-B, PKT-II, VASANT
KUNJ, NEW DELHI-110070. The original
possession Letter and NOC of Electricity
and Water, has been lost misplaced. An
ELR. to this effect has been lodged in the
Police Station Crime Branch Delhi vide LR
No.273022/2022 dated 01/04/2022.
Any person(s) claiming any right, interest,
having any objection or found in
possession of original documents, may
writer contact with above address within
15 days from the date of publication of
this notice. The person(s) claiming any
right, interest objection within respect to
this property, can personally inform or
writer to Deputy Director (LAB) (H) or
Director SFS LAB (H), Vikas Sadan, INA
Colony, Delhi-110023
S. P SINGH (ADVOCATE)
DDA Vikas Sadan, New Delhi

My client KOTAK MAHINDRA
BANK LIMITED, Ambadeep
Building, 7" Floor, 14 KG
Marg, New Delhi, is in the
process of advancing a loan to
M/s United Exim Pvt. Ltd. & M/s
United Fashion, against
mortgage of Industrial Plot No.
012, (1680 sq. mtrs.), Block-A,
Sector-65, Noida, District-
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P,
owned by M/s United Fashion (a
partnership firm) which has
represented that it is the sole &
absolute owner of the said
Property by virtue of Transfer
Deed Cum Sale Deed dated
02.07.2021 (Doc. no. 3050)
executed by M/s. Bimla Maru
Fashions Private Limited
through its Liquidator Mr. Satish
Kumar Mathur appointed by
Hon'ble National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) Principal
Bench, New Delhi. If anybody,
person, body corporate has any
right, lien or claim whatsoever on
the said Property or objection to
its Sale & mortgage, then
he/she/it may contact the
undersigned with documentary
proof of claim within 15 days of
publication of this notice,
otherwise it shall be deemed that
either there are no claims or the
same have been waived off. No
claim shall be entertained
thereafter and my client shall
proceed to advance the loan by

mortgaging the said property.
Vishal Chopra, Advocate
NARANG & Associates
D-28, Jangpura Extension,
New Delhi-110014.

“IMIPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
that
necessary inquiries

make

acting on an advertisement in

any manner whatsoever.

MAHARASHTRA

35% posts for healthcare workers
in PHCs lying vacant, reveals RTI

RUPSA CHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, PALGHAR, APRIL 5

REKHA POTINDA (36), aresident of
Kayri village in Palghar’s Jawhar
taluka, was pregnant with her fifth
child. A few days before her delivery
date, shestarted having labour pain
in October 2021. Bleeding, she was
rushed to Sakharshet Primary
Healthcare Centre (PHC), about 10
to 12 km from her village. The PHC
referred her to the Jawhar sub-dis-
trict hospital, which, in turn, referred
her to Nashik district hospital - 150
km away. By then, it was too late.
“She bled for hours while we took
her from one place to another. She
died on herway to the district hos-
pital..so did her baby,”said Rekha’s
cousin Vishal Mangesh Dabre.

Thisisnotanisolated incident
in Maharashtra.

A series of pleas filed by The
Indian Express under the Right to
Information Act has revealed
that while the state has 1,839
functional PHCs, most do not
have adequate staff -- one-third
of the sanctioned posts in PHCs
are vacant.

As on December 31, 2021, of
the 21,496 sanctioned posts for
healthcare workersin PHCs, 7507
or 35 per cent were lying vacant.
PHCs had ashortfallof 337 or 8.34
per cent doctors against the 4,036
sanctioned posts. This was in
sharp contrast to 2005, when all
the 3,157 doctor posts were filled.
Consequently, the pressure on
government hospitals in rural ar-
eas is high, leading to long wait-
ing time, poor patient satisfaction,
andanincrease independenceon
private healthcare.

Also, most PHCs don’t have
specialist doctors. The medical of-
ficersinmost of the centres are ei-
ther brought on contracts for9-10
months or are Bachelor of
Ayurvedic Medicine and Surgery
(BAMS)doctors.

As per the guidelines of the
state public health department, a
PHC should consist of 15 staffers,
including cleaning and ambu-
lance services which are con-
tracted out.

According toa survey by NGO
Jan Arogya Abhiyan (JAA) in 17

THE GAP AS ON DECEMBER 31, 2021 Healtheare facilities
Department Approved posts |Vacant | Shortage W Sanctioned M Vacant
0,
Paramedics 3,639 705 | 193% Shortage %
Doctors 4,036 337 | 834% 13% 5%
Lab technicians 389 101 25.9% =
Auxiliary nurse 12,572 6,211 49.4% g N )
midwife (nurse) N €
Ayush docs 860 153 17.7% PHCs  Sub-centres
km away. out of the Rs 215-crore budget al-
YOUR RIGHT The Indian Expressfoundthat  located for rural primary health
TO KNOW the Barhanpur PHC opposite  institutions, nothing had been
- Kadu's house had not been used utilised as on February 14.
AN EXPRE SS RTI for years. The centre was inaugu- Meanwhile, the state govern-
ratedin2014-15andRs 5.18 lakh  ment blamed the pandemic for

APPLICATION

districts of the state last July, there
wasonly one permanent medical
officer in half (51 per cent) of the
surveyed PHCs.

The RTIs filed by The Indian
Express has further revealed that
the state hasa 13 per cent shortfall
of sanctioned PHCs. Data showed
thatofthe 2,116 sanctioned PHCs,
277 areyetto be constructed. Also,
of the 11,496 sanctioned sub-cen-
tresthat come under PHCs,823 or
7.15 per cent are yet to be estab-
lished.

Infact,many existing PHCsdo
not function due to a shortage of
staff. For instance, Nandgaon T
Manor PHC was established in
2006-07 with Rs 4.88 lakh. But it
opens only twice a week to im-
munise newborn babies. Due to
this, other patients are forced to
travel 4-6 km in a medical emer-
gency.

Forty-year-old Krishna Kurara,
afarmer, said they have to travel 4
km to Durvesh PHC even for a
check-up. Likewise, 63-year-old
Shidava Chintya Kadu has been
fighting oral cancer since 2019.
This resident from Barhanpur vil-
lage in Palghar has already spent
over Rs 2 lakh on his treatment in
a private hospital in Nashik. But
even for a regular check-up, the
elderly couple, with no childen of
their own, has to plead to neigh-
bours to accompany them to the
Manor rural hospital, which is 18

was spent on its construction.

Kadu's wife, Mathura Shidava
Chintya, said, “He has been in pain
for two days. Due to unavailabil-
ity of doctors, he is suffering and
starving. The PHC doctor could
have helped but it never opens.”

Additional Chief Secretary Dr
Pradeep Vyas, said that other than
red-tapism, the Covid-19 pan-
demic stalled the recruitment
process. “The maintenance of the
PHCs comes under both the zilla
parishad and health department.
In 2017, hiring got disrupted as the
zilla parishad wanted to do recruit
through the Maharashtra portal,
which faced some technical
glitches. In 2019, it got further
stalled due to restrictions under
the election code of conduct. In
2020, we got hit by the pandemic,
so there was no hiring.”

JAA convenor Dr Abhay
Shukla said the condition of rural
hospitals was equally deplorable,
which forces patients to travel to
cities for treatment. “During our
survey last year, it was revealed
thatin rural hospitals, 46 per cent
posts of specialist doctors are va-
cant, while 19 per cent of the
working staff were on contract.
Covid-19 showed us the impor-
tance of healthcare, and despite
this, the state has failed tolearn its
lessons,” he said.

An analysis by JAA on the
state's actual expenditure on
health during the current finan-
cial year (2021-22) showed that

PM likely to visit J&K on April 24;
first since abrogation of special status

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRILS

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
is likely to visit Jammu and
Kashmir on April 24, sources have
said, his first since the erstwhile
state was stripped of its special
status in August, 2019 and bifur-
cated into two Union Territories.

Sources told The Indian Express
PM Modiis likely to meet and ad-
dress Panchayat representatives
in Jammu. “A detailed itinerary
and his programmes are stillin the
works, but the PM will likely be in
JammuonApril 24,” a central gov-
ernment official said.

April 24 marks the Panchayati
Raj Diwas, the day when the
Constitution (73rd Amendment)
Act, 1992 came into force in 1993.
J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

Sinha had met Rural
Development Minister Giriraj
Singh, who also holds the
Panchayati Raj charge, last week.

Modi's visit comes at a time
when the  Delimitation
Commission on Jammu and
Kashmir is about to complete its
work, with election in the newly

SEEKS REVIVAL OF VALLEY ECONOMY

Traders’ delegation from
Kashmir meets PM Modi

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI,APRILS

A TRADERS' delegation from
Kashmir, led by Kashmir Chamber
of Commerce and Industries
(KCCI) president Sheikh Ashig, on
Tuesday called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here and submit-
ted a 14-page memorandum,
seeking support for revival of the
economy in the Valley.

“We had a very good meeting
with the Prime Minister and is-
sues pertaining to trade, com-
merce and industry were dis-
cussed at length,” Ashiq told PTL

He said the delegation raised
variousissues pertaining to the re-
vival of local business, economic
reforms and the need for morein-
ternational direct flights between
Srinagar and Sharjah, Dubai and
Jeddah besides early establish-
ment of the already announced
model carpet village.

“The Prime Minister assured
the delegation that necessary ef-
forts will be made for the devel-
opment of business in Kashmir
and we are expecting some good
announcementsoon,” Ashiq said.

Inthe memorandum, the KCCI
called for direct flights from the
Srinagar International Airport to

Jeddah to facilitate smooth travel
of Umrah and Haj pilgrims and
uninterrupted service between
Srinagar and Sharjah-Dubai at
least once a week.

The KCCl said the overall losses
incurred over the years have re-
sulted in an unprecedented level
of stress on the working capital
and finances of local business es-
tablishments.

“GST penalties for the period
of Covid should be waived so that
they can work properly and en-
gage more people for work,” the
memorandum stated.

The KCCI requested early set-
ting up of the model carpet village
asademonstration centre of local
craft to visiting tourists and also
promote local carpet industry
globally.Italsodemanded a three-
year full GST waiver for travel and
tour operators, interest free or soft
loans for survival and revival of the
tourism industry.

The delegation included
Hotelier Club president Mushtaq
Chaya, JKHARA president
Showkat Choudry and PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Kashmir chapter, presi-
dent Baldev Singh Rana. The
meeting was coordinated by
Jammu and Kashmir Waqf chair-
person Darakhshan Andrabi.

New Delhi

formed UT expected in the latter
partofthisyear or early nextyear.

Last year, in a move that was
seen as extending of an olive
branch, Modi had invited main-
stream leaders from the UT, many
of whom hadbeen detained after
the Article 370 abrogation, to his
residence in Delhiand held along
meeting with them.

Apart from promising to hold
elections soon, the PM had told
the leaders J&K's statehood would
be restored after the situation re-
turns to normal.

Modi's visitalso comesamida
surge inattacks on civilians, many
of them non-locals, in the
Kashmir Valley.

On Monday, a Pandit shop-
keeper was wounded after sus-
pected militants shot at him in
south Kashmir's Shopian dis-
trict.

the delay in strengthening the
PHC network. “The PHCs are be-
ing constructed as per the require-
ment of the population. We have
one of the highest number of
PHCs in India with better patient
coverage. Several of the approved
PHCs are already under construc-
tionwhich gotdelayed due to the
pandemic. But we would be fo-
cusing more onstrengthening the
rural infrastructure,” said Health
Minister Rajesh Tope.

As per the 2011 Census, of the
11.23 crore population of
Maharashtra, 6.15 crore or 55 per
cent are rural inhabitants who,
like Rekha, are completely de-
pendent on PHCs - the first har-
bourinrural healthcare service for
treatments.

Data from the public health
department shows that from
2015-16 to 2019-20, before the
pandemic hit, the footfall of out-
patient department (OPD) pa-
tients in PHCs increased by 32.35
per cent. In 2015-16, 3.40 crore
OPD patients were recorded and
the number rose to nearly 4.50
crore in 2019-20.

As per the Union health min-
istry, a typical PHC covers a popu-
lation of 20,000 in hilly, tribal, or
difficult areas and of 30,000 in
plain areas, with six indoor or ob-
servation beds. But the state has
added only 59 new PHCs in the
last 16 years. In 2005, ithad 1,780
functional PHCs, which has now
increased to 1,839.

NCW seeks action
on dowry praise
in nursing textbook

New Delhi: Taking cognisance of
news reports on the inclusion of
the dowry system in nursing syl-
labus, the National Commission
for Women on Tuesday wrote to
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan as well as
Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
and asked them to take action.

“As stated in the media re-
ports, the material suggests that
getting a share of parental prop-
erty indowry is one of the regres-
sive practices,” NCW chairperson
Rekha Sharma wrote.

“In the book cover, it is re-
ported to be written according to
the syllabus of the Indian Nursing
Council. The page is from the
Textbook of Sociology for Nurses
by TKIndrani, under the heading,
"The Merits of Dowry'. The NCW
has directed to revert to the com-
mission within a week. ENS

PDP face in Jammu joins
BJP, targets Mehbooba

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, APRIL 5

PROMINENT JAT leader and PDP
general secretary Surinder
Choudhary joined the BJP along
with his supporters on Tuesday,
inwhatcould be called aboost for
the party at a time when mem-
bers of the Hindu Jat community
inJammu, Samba and Kathua dis-
tricts of J&K are upset with it over
the delimitation panel recom-
mendation to reserve areas pre-
dominantly inhabited by them for
Scheduled Castes.

Considered a prominent PDP
face in Jammu division and a for-
mer legislator, Choudhary in his
brief address at the BJP head-
quarters said, “I have not be-
trayed the PDP but it was the PDP
which betrayed me.”

He said he has not joined BJP
for any personal benefit, or under
any fear or pressure, but for its
policies, love and respect and to
strengthen the nation. “We will
work toensure that the BJP forms
the next government in Jammu
and Kashmir,” he said.

Targeting  PDP  chief
Mehbooba Mufti, Choudhary said
that while former chief minister
late Mufti Mohammad Sayeed
wasasecularleader; his daughter
was pursuing Pakistani agenda.

She speaks one thing while in
power and another when out of
power, he said, accusing
Mehbooba of ruining the party.
Choudhary and his supporters
were welcomed into the party
fold by BJP national general secre-
tary Tarun Chugh, whois also the
in-charge of party affairs in J&K.
J&K BJP chief Ravinder Raina
and other prominent leaders were
also present on the occasion.
Choudhary joining the BJPas-
sumes significance as it has come
at a time when Jats in Jammu di-
vision are upset with the party
and have accused it of disempow-
ering them politically through the
ongoing delimitation process.
The Delimitation
Commission in its final draft re-
port has proposed reservation of
seven Assembly constituencies
for Scheduled Castes, five of
which have a considerable pop-
ulation of the community in the
border areas of Jammu, Samba
and Kathua districts.
Choudhary is also a refugee
from Pakistan occupied Kashmir
and enjoys a considerable influ-
ence among the refugees as well.
During the maiden District
Development Council elections, it
was due to his support that the
PDP managed to win in
Nowshera, which is the native
place of JRK BJP president Raina.
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GOVT &8 POLITICS

At the dinner at NCP chief Sharad Pawar’s residence in New Delhi on Tuesday. Anil Sharma

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRILS

BJP PRESIDENT JP Nadda will
launch the party's new initiative
— Know BJP — on Wednesday
wherein he will interact with a
dozen envoys, including those
of four Western neighbours of
Ukraine.

The initiative, aimed at ad-
dressing the “global audience”,
is being organised by the BJP’s
foreign affairs cell. The pro-
gramme coincides with the
BJP’s foundation day — April 6.

In the first interaction under
the initiative, Nadda will meet

13 Heads of Missions from

France, Italy, Portugal, Vietnam,
Switzerland, Poland, Romania,
Bangladesh, Singapore,
Slovakia, Hungary and Norway
on Wednesday. Besides, Head of
Missions from the European
Union will also be there. India
evacuated 22,500 of its citizens
via Poland, Romania, Slovakia
and Hungary — the Western
neighbours of Ukraine — after
Russia invaded Ukraine.
Briefing the media about the
initiative, Dr Vijay
Chauthaiwale, in-charge of BJP’s
foreign affairs cell, said that be-
sides Nadda, External Affairs
Minister Jaishankar, BJP na-
tional vice-president Baijayant
Jay Panda and Rajya Sabha

member Sudhanshu Trivedi,
BJP Mahila Morcha national
president Vanathi Srinivasan,
and BJP  spokesperson
Mmhonliimo Kikon (Nagaland)
and some other leaders will also
be present during the interac-
tion with the foreign diplomats.
Chauthaiwale said that this
event is first in the series
wherein BJP leaders will share
party's history, ideology, and
structure with the diplomats.
The party chief will also address
queries from the distinguished
guests, Chauthaiwale said.
During the interaction, a
documentary depicting the
journey of the Jan Sangh and
the BJP will also be shown to the

Nadda to interact with 13 diplomats
at launch of ‘Know BJP’ event today

foreign delegates. A special cof-
fee-table book “Nation First”
will also be distributed among
the guests, he said.

Chauthaiwale further said
that the exchange of delega-
tions with political parties of
friendly countries is also being
planned in due course of time.

BJP national spokesperson
Nupur Sharma said party's for-
eign affairs cell will invite small
groups of ambassadors and
heads of missions for interac-
tion under the ‘Know BJP’ initia-
tive.

The event comes days after
Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba visited the BJP
headquarters.

Kovind accorded
ceremonial
welcome

Amsterdam: President Ram Nath
Kovind and First Lady Savita
Kovind were accorded a ceremo-
nial welcome by King Willem-
Alexander and Queen Maxima
of the Netherlands on Tuesday
as they began their official en-
gagements in the European
country. President Kovind ar-
rived in Amsterdam on Monday
on the final leg of his two-nation
visit — the first Presidential trip
tothe Netherlands after 34 years
since the visit of President R
Venkataramanin 1988 — during
which he will hold discussions
with the top leadership of the
country.

President Kovind also laid a
wreath at Dam Square,
Amsterdam. PTI

On day ED moved against him,
Raut with Gadkari at Pawar dinner

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRILS

A DINNER hosted by NCP chief
Sharad Pawar at his 6-Janpath
residence on Tuesday saw senior
leaders of the BJP and the Shiv
Sena breaking bread together.

The development came on a
day the Enforcement Directorate
attached properties of Shiv Sena
leader Sanjay Raut.

The political temperature has

been rising in Maharashtra for
some time, given the showdown
between BJP and Sena, and it was
seen to have escalated on
Tuesday with the ED action on
Raut, who has called it political
vendetta.

The presence of Union min-
ister and former BJP president
Nitin Gadkari and Raut at
Pawar's dinner, hosted for a
group of visiting Maharashtra
MLAs, has evoked much politi-
calinterest. Also present was BJP

Lok Sabha MP Nishikant Dubey.

The Maharashtra MLAs are
in the national capital to at-
tend a two-day orientation
programme organised by the
Lok Sabha Secretariat. Earlier,
the MLAs met Raut at his resi-
dence here over tea.

While some of the leaders
said no political meaning should
be read into it, the presence of
Gadkari and Raut at the dinner
at Pawar's residence did not go
unnoticed.

Andhra CM Jagan meets PM in
Delhi, submits charter of requests

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AMARAVATI, APRIL 5

ANDHRA PRADESH Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
on Tuesday requested Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
amend the credit limit to Andhra
Pradesh as the state suffered
huge revenue loss due to bifur-
cation and also Covid-19.

Reddy who met PM Modi in
the national capital also re-
quested the Centre to approve
the revised estimates of
Polavaram project which is
pegged at over Rs 55,000 crore,
an official release from the state

had to be spent on the infection
prevention and treatment.

He further said the proce-
dure followed for identification
of beneficiaries under the
National Food Security Act is
flawed and unjust to the state.

While ration is being pro-
vided to 145 crore householdsin
the state, only 89 lakh are getting
it from the Centre, while the re-
maining 56 lakh families are be-
ing provided by the state govern-
mentatits own expense, he said.
“Iurge you to correct this imme-
diately,” Reddy told the PM.

Stating that Telangana
Discoms owe Rs 6,455.76 crore
to AP Genco, Reddy sought the

Centre’s intervention to ensure
that the dues are paid by the
neighbouring state as the AP
power distribution companies
are reeling under severe finan-
cial crunch.

Reddy sought immediate
approval for setting up of 12
medical teaching hospitals in ad-
dition to the 14 existing ones.

He also requested Modi the
site clearance approval for

Bhogapuram International
Airport near Visakhapatnam as
it has expired. PTI

National Highways Authority of India

(Ministry of Road Transport and Highways)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Announcement of Award Nos. 01/2022/SW dated 16.03.2022, 02/2022/SW
dated 16.03.2022 & 03/2022/SW dated 16.03.2022 for Village Chhawala,
Dichaon Kalan & Najafgarh respectively for acquisition of land for Development
of 6 lane NH-344M (Package 3) in South-West Distt. in the state of Delhi for land
owners/persons interested therein.

Kind attention of all land owners/interested persons is invited to the Notification
dated 07.12.2020 under Section 3A of the NH Act, 1956 for acquisition of land
for the building/construction of NH-344M and the Notification dated 20.09.2021
issued under Section 3D of the NH Act, 1956 and published in the following
newspapers.
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National Highways Authority of India

(Ministry of Road Transport and Highways)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Announcement of Award Nos. 04/2022/SW dated 16.03.2022 & 05/2022/SW
dated 16.03.2022 for Village Dichaon Kalan & Jharoda Kalan respectively for
acquisition of land for Development of 4 lane NH-344N in South-West Distt. in
the state of Delhi for land owners/persons interested therein.

Kind attention of all land owners/interested persons is invited to the Notification
dated 08.10.2021 under Section 3A of the NH Act, 1956 for acquisition of land
for the building/construction of NH-344N and the Notification dated 07.01.2022
issued under Section 3D of the NH Act, 1956 and published in the following
newspapers.

Sr.| Notification | Names of Newspapers in which| Date of Newspapers Sr.| Notification | Names of Newspapers in which | Date of Newspapers
No. published in which published No. published in which published
1.| Section 3A Hindustan Times and 17.12.2020 1.| Section 3A Times of India & Dainik Jagarn 14.10.2021
Navbharat Times - - - -
) Section 3D | Hindustan Times and Navbharat 25 09.2021 2.| Section 3D | Times of India & Navbharat Time 15.01.2022
: Times

Itis informed that the undersigned has announced the Awards in respect of the
said land under Section 3G of the NH Act, 1956 vide Award No. 01/2022/SW
dated 16.03.2022, 02/2022/SW dated 16.03.2022 & 03/2022/SW dated
16.03.2022. The land acquiring agency NHAI, Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways, Government of India has placed the requisite amount of
compensation at the disposal of the undersigned. Notices have also been
issued to the concerned land owners/interested persons as required under§
section 3E of the NHAct, 1956. >
Accordingly, all the concerned land owners/interested persons are herebys
informed/notified through this additional Public Notice that the claimants§
entitled to receive the compensation amount may collect their amount of§
compensation from the office of the undersigned on any working day between &
11 AM to 4 PM within a period of 60 days from date of Publication of this Notice
and surrender or deliver the possession of the subject land to the undersigned,
failing which the possession of subject land will be taken with police assistance
on expiry of the period of 60 days from date of Publication of this Notice.

roup.

Sd/-
Competent Authority for Land Acquisition,

ADM/CALA (South-West)

BUILDING A NATION, NOT JUST ROADS

Azadik,

government said.

According to the AP CM, the
state suffered a revenue loss of
Rs 33,478 crore due to Covid-19
and an additional Rs 7,130 crore

<= FF] FOOD
=r=xr CORPORATION
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OF INDIA
Headquarters: New Delhi

16-20, Barakhamba Lane, New Delhi-110001,
Phone: 011-43527697, 43527698
HQRS Sports Promotion Committee

Office : 011-43527451

STIPEND FOR SPORTS PERSONS
FCI Headquarters Sports Promotion
Committee invites application from
bonafide student in the age group of
15 to 18 years and 18 to 24 years
who have represented at various
levels in preceding years for awarding
Stipend in Cricket, Hockey,
Football, Badminton, Table Tennis,
Weight Lifting, Power Lifting,
Athletics & Swimming for the year
2022-2023. Eligible sports persons
may send their application to the
“The Secretary (HQSPC), Food
Corporation of India, HQRS.
(13th Floor), 16-20, Barakhamba
Lane, New Delhi”.

For details Login to FCI website :
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Craft Bazaar

Jharakha

Exhibition Cum Sale

s2,

Patch Work | Bandhani | Sarees | Dress Material | Suits
Kurtas | Kurties | Stoles | Paintings
Fashion Jewellery | Brass Articles | Home Furnishing
I 1 Furniture & Much More.

R~ Event Programme —+~—-~; D%

Date :- 31 March to 09 April 2022

Time: 11.00 am To 09.00 pm
Venue - Dilli Haat, Pitam Pura,
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Government Of Karnataka

fci.gov.in
£

T SE

DR. HOMI BHABHA STATE UNIVERSITY, MUMBAI
Institute of Science, 15-Madame Cama Road, Mumbai-400032
www.hbsu.ac.in
CORRIGENDUM
In the advertisement for the post of Vice Chancellor of
Dr. Homi Bhabha State University, Mumbai, as published
in Times of India, Indian Express (English) and Loksatta,
Lokmat (Marathi) newspaper dated 23rd March 2022, the
Gazette of Government of Maharashtra dated 27th May
2009 may be read as a Gazette of Government of
Maharashtra dated 24th January 2022.
Sd/-

Registrar
Mumbai-32,
Date- 05.04.2022
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m KOCHI METRO RAIL LIMITED

4th Floor, JLN Stadium Metro Station, Kaloor, Ernakulam-682017
Ph: 0484-2846700

KMRL INVITES
APPLICATIONS FOR
JUNIOR ENGINEER (AUTO CAD- CIVIL)

For more details and for submission of online application,
log on to www.kochimetro.org/careers.

DGIPR/2022-23/C41

KOCHI METRO RAIL LIMITED

Last date of receipt of online applications :20% April 2022.

"5. #:  DR. GANGUBAI HANGAL GURUKUL
o TRUST (R) UNKAL, HUBLI

Dist -Dharwad State- Karnataka (India)
(A centre for excellence in Hindustani Music)
i il.com Ph: +91-8277298496
Date :17.03.2022

E-mail:
No:DGHGT/Admission/2021-22

NOTIFICATION
Dr. Gangubai Hangal Gurukul Trust(R) Unkal, Hubli is an music institute run by the
Karnataka State Government invites applications for the post of ‘ Tabala Guru’
(Tabala instrument teacher) on a temporary basis.
And invites applications from eligible and interested students to learn Violin, Sitar
and Tabala instrument under “Guru- Shishya Parampara”. Candidates wishing to
apply must comply with the conditions stated below. The students willing to join
Gurukul should have basic knowledge of Violin, Sitar and Tabala instrument.
Post: ‘Tabala Guru’ (Tabala instrument Teacher)
Terms and conditions:

.|Nationality : The candidate must be citizen of India.

2.|Age : Minimum 25 years and maximum 50 years. And candidate should produce their
healthy fitness certificate issued by the district government medical officer.

@

Total vacancies : 01 — Tabala instrument teacher

>

Eligibility : The candidate must be an ‘Top’ Grade artist of Akashavani and must be
an outstanding international artist. Male and Female candidates can apply.

5.|Language : The candidate must know kannada language

6. [Honorarium : Rs. 50,000/ (Fifty thousand rupees) per month

7.|Accommodation : There is a ‘guruhouse’ for Gurujis in gurukul. Selected candidates
must stay in gurukula.

Terms and conditions for students for violin, Sitar and Tabala instrument
learning:

1 |The candidate must be citizen of India. And must have pass in PUC

2 | The Selection will be held at national level through audition test.

3 |The candidate must have completed a minimum of 18 years and should not have
crossed 35 years as on 01.04.2022. And should unmarried.

4 |The duration for learning in Gurukul is for a minimum 2 years maximum 4 years.

o

Male or Female candidates may apply.

o

Selected student will get free accommodation, food and Uniform from the Gurukul.
Once they selected there will be no permission for other education.

~

Eligibility test to Selected students.

©

Interested candidates are requested to send their applications along with the required
documents by post or through E-Mail

» Mode of application : By post or E-mail
Last date to apply  : 30.04.2022
» Postal Address : Administrative Officer
Dr. Gangubai Hangal Gurukul Trust(R),
Unkal, Hubli-580032.
Dist-Dharwad, Karnataka.
E-mail: gangubaihangalgurukul @ gmail.com
» To get Application form log on to Gurukul  website:-
www.drgangubaihangalgurukul.com. For any other information Contact No:
9483871222

v

Nitish Patil, IAS
Deputy Commissioner, Dharwad & Co-Chairperson,
Dr. Gangubai Hangal Gurukul Trust ( R ), Unkal, Hubli.

Place: Dharward
Date:05.04.2022

The serenity of the lake. The magic of the surroundings.
The calmness of water... Come to get rejuvenated in Rajasthan.

Itis informed that the undersigned has announced the Awards in respect of the
said land under Section 3G of the NH Act, 1956 vide Award Nos. 04/2022/SW
dated 16.03.2022 & 05/2022/SW dated 16.03.2022. The land acquiring agency
NHAI, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, Government of India has
placed the requisite amount of compensation at the disposal of the
undersigned. Notices have also been issued to the concerned
landowners/interested persons as required under section 3E of the NH Act,
1956.

Accordingly, all the concerned land owners/interested persons are hereby?
informed/notified through this additional Public Notice that the claimantsg
entitled to receive the compensation amount may collect their amount ofg
compensation from the office of the undersigned on any working day between§]
11 AM to 4 PM within a period of 60 days from date of Publication of this Notice
and surrender or deliver the possession of the subject land to the undersigned,
failing which the possession of subject land will be taken with police assistance
on expiry of the period of 60 days from date of Publication of this Notice.

up.com

Sd/-
Competent Authority for Land Acquisition,
ADM/CALA (South-West)

BUILDING A NATION, NOT JUST ROADS

A spellbinding getaway

awaits you in

i
: i'-"_:-_'ﬁ-aasisar Lake, Jaisalmer

www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in

[ £} rajasthantourism u my_rajasthan @ rajasthan_tourism

[ Rajasthan Tourism Channel E Rajasthan Tourism Official

Department of Tourism, Government of Rajasthan

RAJASTHAN
The Incredible State of India !

New Delhi
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‘WORDLY WISE
THERE IS NO SURER FOUNDATION FOR A BEAUTIFUL
FRIENDSHIP THAN A MUTUAL TASTE IN LITERATURE.

— P.G. WODEHOUSE

ThelndianEXPRESS

» FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

COMING TOGETHER

Merger of HDFC and HDFC Bank promises benefits to entities
and consumers, could trigger consolidation in sector

HE MERGER BETWEEN the country’s largest private sector bank, HDFC Bank,

and leading mortgage firm, HDFC, announced on Monday, will create a finan-

cial behemoth with a market capitalisation of around Rs 14 lakh crore. With

a combined loan book of nearly Rs 18 lakh crore, the merged entity will be
twice the size of its nearest private sector rival. As a consequence, the bank’s market share
will rise to 15 per cent, up from 11 per cent currently, according to S&P Global Ratings.
While such a move has been discussed for years, changes in the regulatory architecture
— the central bank has moved to bring about harmonisation in the framework govern-
ing banks and non-banking financial companies — have narrowed the “regulatory arbi-
trage” and created a “conducive environment” for the merger. Stock prices of both HDFC
and HDFC bank rose on Monday signalling approval from the investor community.

The benefits stemming from this unique merger could cut both ways. For one, the
cost of funding is likely to drop, which can be passed on to mortgage consumers, further
cementing the entity’s position in the sector. The combine will also benefit from effi-
ciency gains owing to streamlining of activities and rationalisation of costs. Further, con-
sidering that there is apparently very little customer overlap between the two — a signif-
icant share of HDFC's customers don't have bank accounts with HDFC Bank, and an equally
high number of HDFC bank customers don't have mortgages from the group — the merger
greatly widens the scope for cross selling, from mutual funds to insurance to loans. This
presents a lucrative opportunity for the combined entity. Some analysts have, however,
raised concerns that the Reserve Bank of India’s norms on the statutory liquidity ratio, the
cash reserve ratio and priority sector lending are likely to impinge upon the merged en-
tity’s profitability in the immediate term. In fact, according to a report by Macquarie
Capital Securities, HDFC Bank will have a requirement of Rs 70,000 to Rs 80,000 crore for
meeting the SLR/CRR norms, and Rs 90,000 crore to meet the priority sector rules.
However, as reported in this paper, the bank has asked the RBI for some leeway, propos-
ing to meet the regulatory norms over three years. How the central bank responds to this
request could thus have a bearing on the entity’s near term prospects.

The merger is in line with the broader trend of consolidation in the financial industry.
Public sector banks have already seen the first round of consolidation, driven in part by the
need for building stronger balance sheets. Axis Bank has recently acquired Citibank’s con-
sumer business in India. Other banks, especially the private sector ones, and non-banking
financial companies (NBFCs) may now look for acquisitions to strengthen their balance
sheets, and acquire scale. This could dramatically alter the country’s financial landscape.

NO TIME TO LOSE

Latest IPCC report underlines why climate action can no longer
be put off. Developed countries must step up to the challenge

HE INTERGOVERNMENTAL Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) usually does not

lay out policy prescriptions. But the third part of its Sixth Assessment Report,

released on Monday, is the closest that the consortium of climate experts has

come to a comprehensive set of guidelines for global warming mitigation.
The de-carbonisation pathway it suggests hinges on a shift from fossil fuels to cleaner
sources of energy. The good news, the report points out, is that “there is growing evidence
of climate action” in the energy sector. In the last decade, policies and regulatory meas-
ures in several parts of the world have enhanced the efficiency of green technologies. The
cost of producing solar and wind energy, for instance, has come down by almost 85 per
cent since 2010. The bad news, however, is that these efforts may not be enough to escape
the ravages of a climate breakdown. Most projections, including the first part of the IPCC's
Sixth Assessment Report released last year, show that the world is not on course to limit
the temperature rise to the levels set in the Paris Climate Pact.

The Paris Agreement proposed to keep the increase in global average temperature to
“well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels” and intensify efforts to keep this
threshold to 1.5 degrees Celsius. However, the Nationally Determined Contributions to re-
duce emissions, the core of the landmark pact, have been criticised as inadequate.
Attempts by countries in the West to course-correct by setting ambitious decarbonisa-
tion targets for the middle of this century have been criticised as a ruse to postpone im-
mediate action. The [PCC's latest findings add weight to these criticisms. “Limiting warm-
ing to around 1.5 degrees Celsius requires global GHGs to peak before 2025 at the latest,
and be reduced by 43 per cent by 2030,” it says.

The second part of the Sixth Assessment Report, released in February, was notable for
its stress on climate justice. The authors of the report's latest edition affirm that “equitable
actioninmitigating... climate change impacts is critical to sustainable development”. The
thrust on equity vindicates the position of developing countries like India which have
maintained that decisive climate action requires developed nations to be more forthcom-
ing with technology transfers and less stingy with funds. It's increasingly becoming clear
that developing countries, whose economy remains dependent on fossil fuels, will require
untried technologies like carbon capture and storage to balance their growth-related im-
peratives with climate concerns. The message of the IPCCreport is clear: Without a para-
digm shift in climate cooperation, it will be very difficult to blunt global warming.

THOU SHAIT NOT LAUGH

Denial of a book to Gautam Navlakha marks out bureaucratic
brutishness of India's carceral system

OMEDY, THE CLICHE goes, is tragedy plus time. But the tragic absurdities that

mark the Indian penal system have managed to show that the reverse too

can be true. Gautam Navlakha — an accused in the Elgaar Parishad case -

moved the Bombay High Court because of the alleged mistreatment he has
faced in Taloja jail. Among other basic facilities, Navlakha was twice denied a copy of abook
by 20th century English humourist PG Wodehouse: Jokes at the expense of English aris-
tocracy, it seems, are a “security risk” in India. The high court called the prison's high-
handedness “really comical”, while pulling up the jail authorities for the many lapses in
their treatment of Navlakha.

Unfortunately, it is no laughing matter. It is also part of a disturbing pattern. In 2020,
Stan Swamy — also an accused in the Elgaar Parishad case — was denied a sipping cup.
The elderly Swamy suffered from Parkinson's disease and could not grasp a glass. He died
in custody, still an accused awaiting a verdict. Navlakha, in the same year, was not allowed
to take possession of a pair of reading glasses for over three weeks.

Those who have read Wodehouse can attest to the joy he provides. Full of farce and
silliness, the adventures at Blandings Castle, the hijinks of Jeeves and Wooster and the
musings of Mr Mulliner are the perfect antidote to melancholy. The obvious criticism of
jail authorities could be that they don't know what they seek to ban. Perhaps. But the
more important question is why they sought to prevent a senior citizen from reading —
the second time in almost as many years — while he is incarcerated. The likely answer to
that question tells a sad tale about the Indian carceral system. And not even Wodehouse

can make light of it.
N N N

Imran’s no-ball

Khan’s coup in National Assembly recalls actions of
Trump after US polls. All eyes are on Supreme Court

MEHMAL SARFRAZ

ON SUNDAY, THE Pakistan National
Assembly was to witness a vote of no-confi-
dence against Prime Minister Imran Khan.
There was enough evidence to know that the
Opposition parties had the numbers to oust
Khan. We had heard Khan say that he would
not resign and would fight till the last ball.
The ruling party had claimed that they had a
“trump card”, which people are now calling
the “Donald Trump card”. The “trump card”
turned out to be the ruling party trampling
on the constitution.

April 3,2022 will be remembered as the
day the Constitution of Pakistan was sub-
verted by a civilian government on the floor
of the House. First, the vote of no-confidence
was disallowed using Article 5 of the
Constitution as a crutch, with Deputy
Speaker Qasim Suri ruling that “circum-
stances show that there is a nexus between
the no-confidence motion, foreign interven-
tion and the activities of that state’s repre-
sentatives deputed to Pakistan”. Then, the
prime minister addressed the nation, an-
nouncing that he had advised the president
todissolve the National Assembly. The pres-
ident dissolved the Assembly subsequently.
Itall happened in such a short period of time
that one is still grappling with the govern-
ment’s utter disregard for the rule of law in
the face of animminent defeat. And, instead
of being embarrassed about doing some-
thing so atrocious, the ruling party is going
to have a week-long celebration to mark that
the vote of no-confidence could not take
place and that it had played a “master-
stroke”.

Inanideal world, one would wonder why
anyone would celebrate the end of their own
government? The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI)seems to be thinking that by putting the
blame on the Opposition for being part of
some foreign plot to topple Khan’s govern-
ment, they will win the war of narratives.
With the April 3 incident, it is evident that

What is dangerous is how
the deputy speaker’s ruling
has tainted all 197 members
of the Opposition, including
the government’s former
allies who are with the
Opposition now and those
of the ruling party who
jumped ship, as foreign
agents. PM Khan has
continuously said that
people will not forgive or
forget those who have “sold”
their souls and their country.
Such a dangerous narrative
will definitely have
consequences for an already
polarised society.

the PTI craves power. These moves could
have been dismissed as desperate had they
not been unconstitutional.

What is dangerous is how the deputy
speaker's ruling has tainted all 197 members
of the Opposition, including the govern-
ment’s former allies who are with the
Opposition now and those of the ruling party
who jumped ship, as foreign agents. PM
Khan has continuously said that people will
not forgive or forget those who have “sold”
their souls and their country. Such adanger-
ous narrative will definitely have conse-
quences for an already polarised society.

The PPP’s Bilawal Bhutto asked the mili-
tary spokesman the other day to clarify if the
National Security Committee meeting de-
clared the “197 members of National
Assembly as traitors and part of a foreign
plot”. Bhutto said Khan is using foreign con-
spiracy to justify his “coup”. The PML-N's
Shehbaz Sharif also mentioned in his press
conference how Donald Lu, the US official
named in the cable/memo sent by the
Pakistan ambassador, was invited by the em-
bassy just a week after the meeting that al-
legedly led to the “foreign conspiracy” and
“threat letter”. All these charges against the
Opposition members are only being used to
discredit them and at the same time, for stok-
ing anti-Americanism.

There is no reason to label anyone a trai-
tor, nor should these patriotism certificates
be handed out by the premier — or anyone
else for that matter. Nowhere in the state-
ment after the National Security Committee
(NSC) meeting was it mentioned that money
was being given to the Opposition to oust PM
Khan. Nowhere did it say that any country
was involved in toppling the government.
Nor did it mention any selling of souls or the
existence of “handlers”.

Itis apparent that PM Khan knew he was
not going to survive the vote of no-confi-
dence on Sunday. That is why, instead of in-

trospecting why his government had be-
come so unpopular that even his allies and
party members did not want him to com-
plete his full term, why his economic poli-
cies had failed and why he lost the majority
in parliament despite censoring the media,
he ended up making an unconstitutional
move. These are questions he should answer
instead of making a false narrative that his
government is being toppled due to an in-
ternational conspiracy. PM Khan claims he
does not use religion for political reasons but
that is exactly what he does in his speeches.
His entire 2018 election campaign was about
using religion against the PML-N.

[ believe that all civilian governments
should complete their five years but the
Opposition chose a constitutional way to
oust the PM. If what Suri did yesterday is not
declared unconstitutional, then no
Opposition would be able to bring in a vote of
no-confidence against any premier — some-
thing that has been provided for in the con-
stitution. We are supposed to be a democ-
racy, not an autocracy.

Imran Khan tried to control the media
when he came to power despite the fact that
it was the very same media that gave him
airtime to build a narrative as an Opposition
leader. His government tried to amend the
already draconian PECA law, a gift of the pre-
vious PML-N government, and make it much
more draconian. Inflation is at an all-time
high and the people of the country are fac-
inga crippling financial challenge. In all this,
perhaps the PTI could have at least acknowl-
edged where it went wrong — instead of opt-
ing to create yet another crisis in the
country.

All eyes are on the Supreme Court now
as it has been hearing the arguments by the
government and the Opposition.

The writer is a senior journalist based in
Lahore

IT GOES BACK TO NA]

O

Ukraine conflictis rooted in the expansionary logic of the military alliance

D RajA

THE WAR IN Ukraine has brought the spot-
light on the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO). NATO was formed in
the aftermath of the Second World War by
the Western powers in response to the rise of
the USSR. The rapid all-round progress made
by the USSR, a planned socialist economy,
made the capitalist economies uneasy and
insecure. Thus, the capitalist West evolved a
strategy to contain the spread of socialist
ideology and NATO became its military
instrument.

NATO began as a military partnership be-
tween the leading capitalist nations of the
world, led by the United States of America,
ostensibly for “collective security”. But its real
motive was to encircle the USSR and other
socialist states in Eastern and Central Europe.
The West made a narrative that Western
Europe is facing a military threat from the
Soviet Union. The USSR-led Warsaw Pact
came into existence only after NATO inte-
grated West Germany into the alliance and
started weaponising the region. The USSR at
that time was supporting national liberation
movements in the Third World.

With the disintegration of the USSR in the
early 1990s and the collapse of other social-
ist regimes in Eastern and Central Europe,
NATO should have been dissolved. Instead,
it was refashioned and expanded to realise
the hegemonic ambitions of the US, which
sought to build a unipolar world order.
Ironically, NATO did not militarily intervene
formally even once in the Cold War era; it
started after the disintegration of the USSR!
The leaders of Western powers had assured

As NATO's track record
suggests, instead of the
‘collective security’ it
promised, it has only offered
grave insecurity to nations
opposed to US interests. Its
needs have filled the coffers
of the military-industrial
complexes and monopolies,
effectively diverting funds
from vital programmes that
could otherwise be deployed
to improve the lives and
livelihood of the people.

Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachevin the 1980s
that NATO would not expand into the East.
But it kept expanding, and now has 30 mem-
ber states in the place of the original 12 —all
the Warsaw Pact allies except Russia are now
NATO members.

Destruction and instability have marked
NATO's footprints. NATO's involvement in
Kosovo is well known. Over 500 civilians lost
their lives due to NATO'’s indiscriminate
bombing in that campaign. During the 11-
week long bombing, the Chinese Embassy
was destroyed causing an international
furore. The Afghan war, according to the
Costs of War Project led by Brown
University, saw 1,76,000 deaths between
2001 and 2019. Over 46,000 of the dead
were civilians. Similarly, the US-led inter-
vention in Iraq resulted in over 1.5 lakh
deaths from March 2003 to 2010 — 80 per
cent of them civilians. NATO's intervention
in Libya to enforce a no-fly zone is estimated
to have killed more than 400 civilians. Close
to a million people have died in wars in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Yemen etc. These
numbers do not include indirect deaths nor
do they reveal the havoc wreaked by forced
migration, loss of property, psychological
damage or geopolitical instability.

NATO has a state-of-the-artarsenal and a
combined defence expenditure of $1.036 tril-
lion (2019) compared to Russia’s $60 billion
defence budget. Moscow’s apprehensions of
NATO reaching its borders need to be con-
sidered in this backdrop. After the deterrence
offered by the USSR ended, NATO has be-
come an instrument to achieve the US’ for-

eign and defence policy objectives in Europe
and Asia. A body of the size and influence of
NATO, with its 30 members accounting for
close to 60 per cent of the global defence ex-
penditure, enjoys a disproportionate advan-
tage and mastery over the international
scene by its mere existence.

The factis that NATO’s continuous expan-
sion and involvement in world affairs is a
threat to global peace and a just world order.
Peace-loving people and states of the Global
South should be opposed to the very idea of
such a military alliance for it thoroughly dis-
torts the level-playing field at the interna-
tional level where every nation state is sup-
posed to be equal.

As NATO's track record suggests, instead
of the “collective security” it promised, it has
only offered grave insecurity to nations op-
posed to US interests. Its needs have filled
the coffers of the military-industrial com-
plexes and monopolies, effectively diverting
funds from vital programmes that could oth-
erwise be deployed to improve the lives and
livelihood of the people.

The current conflict between Russia and
Ukraine is rooted in the expansionary logic
of the military alliance. We oppose the
ongoing war in no uncertain terms. It
should be stopped immediately and the
parties should engage in a dialogue. At the
same time, questions must be asked about
the cost of NATO to humanity. If peace is to
prevail in the world, NATO should be
disbanded.

The writer is General Secretary, CPl
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LIBERAL IMPORT POLICY

THE GOVERNMENT HAS announced aliberal
import policy that seeks to putindustrial ex-
porters to an efficiency test. Many things have
been made easier to get including raw mate-
rials and capital goods. Access to technology
abroad has been given special attention. At
the same time, the performance of industry
will be judged by how well it will absorb these
incentives and produce for export while com-
peting with other countries. Abid Hussain
commerce secretary said emphasis will be
placed on efficiency, competitiveness and
productivity. Besides productivity, the other
main aim of the policy is a quantum jump in

the production capacity of small-scale units.
Among the major steps proposed in the pol-
icy to speed up production are facilities for
the grant of automatic import licence and
their extension even after one year.

BHOSALE VS ANTULAY

WHEN IT COMES to a signature campaign,
Maharashtra Chief Minister Babasaheb
Bhosale challenged A R Antulay saying that
he could not gather even two signatures, in-
cluding his own. Bhosale asserted that the
party was solidly behind him but there could
be some disgruntled elements. Asked what
was Antulay’s role in the dissident activity in

New Delhi

the state, the Maharashtra chief minister
replied that he did not know. He, however,
asserted there was no organised dissidence
in the state.

UK MINISTERS RESIGN

UK FOREIGN SECRETARY Lord Carrington
and two of his junior ministers Humphrey
Atkins and Richard Luce resigned from the
government in a sensational acceptance of
bungling in the Falkland case. Defence
Secretary John Nott, a major target of criti-
cism, also offered his resignation but it
was not accepted by Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Governments have hitherto been far too hesitant to take on vested interests and
are all too ready to protect historic investments in fossil fuels.” — THEGUARDIAN

Ukraine and the culture war

Putin’s Russia was a swing state in the ‘clash of civilisations’, keen to economically
engage with Europe. West squandered an opportunity, pushing it into China’s arms

SARJAN SHAH

ONE OF THE world’s most derided visions of
international affairs is Samuel Huntington’s in-
famous “Clash of Civilisations”. Huntington saw
the state of the post-Cold War conflict as chiefly
being between civilisational complexes that
had shared history, geographic contiguity and
acommon culture. He argued that the primary
axis of future conflict would be cultural fault
lines between civilisations rather than between
political ideologies.

Huntington mapped civilisations largely in
line with geographically clustered ethno-reli-
gious groupings. For example, he predicted (in
1993) that the Islamic world would be the
Western culture’s chief antagonist, the likeli-
hood of a Sino-Islamicalliance, and positioned
India(“Hindu” culture)and Russia (“Orthodox”
culture) as “swing civilisations”. It is particu-
larly interesting to dust off Huntington’s pages
and revisit his predictions regarding Russiaand
India. Most importantly, he also identified
Ukraine as a unique “cleft” between civilisa-
tions due to the linguistic and religious divide
between western and eastern Ukraine.

Firstly, both the brewing of the conflict in
Ukraine and the short one that Georgia already
suffered have their roots in NATO’s shock 2008
announcement in Bucharest regarding mem-
bership extension to Ukraine and Georgia.
Russia under Vladimir Putin has beeninvolved
in four international conflicts — with Georgia
inSouth Ossetiain 2008 (directly in response to
the Bucharest announcement), the eastern
troubles in Ukraine starting in 2014 (after the
ousting of President Viktor Yanukovych in
2013),intervention in Syriain support of Basher
al-Assad in 2015 and the more decisive move
into Ukraine in 2022 that we are still witness-
ing. The Georgian conflict of August 2008 lasted
12 days and the casualties on both sides meas-
ured in hundreds, not thousands. The conflict
ended with the Russian-speaking enclaves in
Georgia becoming de facto Russian, and the
chances of Georgia joining NATO disappearing.
The Russian military intervention in Syria was
a relatively minimalist operation designed to
support ground combat being conducted by
the Syrian regime’s forces, often against ISIS-
type elements. Even today, Russia’s demands
to end the war in Ukraine are limited to the
recognition of Crimea as Russian (it is over-
whelmingly a Russian population and has re-
peatedly voted for incorporation into Russia)
territory, recognition of the two breakaway re-
gions in the east (both overwhelmingly
Russian-speaking)and a constitutional amend-
ment to the effect that Ukraine would not pur-
sue NATO membership. These are not revan-
chist objectives, but seemingly minimalist ones,
especially in the context of the Russian inter-
est in doing business with and in Europe.

Consider, therefore, what Russia has been
up to in the economic sphere. It has been act-
ing asaready adjuster of the global oil supply
as conflicts in the Middle East caused supply-
side shocks, and a willing long-term supplier
of critical natural gas to Europe via the jointly-
built Nord Stream pipelines that run from
Russia, across eastern Europe to Germany and
the West (another pipeline running in the
frigid waters of the north and skipping mul-
tiple countries along the way has recently

been blocked by Germany). The construction
of these pipelines was a signal of long-term
Russian interest in economic integration with
the West.

It is important to note the difference be-
tween a financing arrangement, free-market
access or participation in a country’s stock ex-
change on the one hand, and the construction
of massive cross-continental infrastructure for
the delivery of natural resources. The former
are flexible, modular types of economic inter-
action, capable of being moulded according to
evolving dynamics and vulnerable to actions
like financial sanctions and embargoes. The lat-
ter, of which Nord Stream is an example, are
much harder to wish away when circum-
stances change.

What should the existence of Nord Stream
Iand the construction of Nord Stream II signal
to the world about Putin’s Russia and its inter-
ests during the period 1997 to 2012 (when the
project was first mooted and when it was in-
augurated by German Chancellor Angela
Merkel)? This is the same period during which
Russian oligarchs’ capital poured into Europe.
Toevenanamateur observer, these Russian be-
haviours ought to have signalled a willingness,
even a desire, for closer integration with
Europe. One does not build deep economicre-
lations with and invest in the assets of aregion
that one is planning to go to war with or even
develop future adversarial relations with. Either
Putinand the entire Russian establishment are
fundamentally irrational or this is a war that
they never wanted, but have felt compelled to
undertake due toa hostile aversion to NATO ex-
pansion so close to Moscow.

Togobackto Huntington’s view of Russiaas
a “swing civilisation”, it is possible to see this
period from the late 1990s until quite recently
asthe West’s best opportunity to move pastits
Cold War mentality, its insistence on shrill
moralising and towards a pragmatic relation-
shipwithits old nemesis. This would have been
the optimal strategy to ensure that in the face
of the brewing rivalry between the US/Europe
and arising and intransigent China, Russiamay
have been peeled away from a Sino-alliance.
Instead, the West's utter inability or unwilling-
ness to accept Ukrainian neutrality and eco-
nomic integration with both East and West
(Russia had mooted a four-way economic part-
nership prior to its takeover of Crimea in 2014,
consisting of Ukraine, the EU, Russia and the
IME, which the West rejected), and its contin-
ued encouragement of Ukrainian membership
of a formal, Cold War-era, anti-Soviet security
bloc has all but ensured that Russia now

It is possible to see this
period from the late 1990s
until quite recently as the
West’s best opportunity to
move past its Cold War
mentality, its insistence on
shrill moralising and
towards a pragmatic
relationship with its old
nemesis. This would have
been the optimal strategy to
ensure that in the face of the
brewing rivalry between the
US/Europe and a rising and
intransigent China, Russia
may have been peeled away
from a Sino-alliance.

CR Sasikumar
“swings” right into Xi Jinping’s arms. This is a
significant own-goal in terms of Western grand
strategy. Crucially, overt Russian support for
Chinese ambitions in Asiais a fundamental shift
in geopolitics for India, which has always
counted on Russian support.

India finds itself in an unenviable position,
but has also provenitself to be an assertive, in-
dependent power with a subtle and sophisti-
cated policy-response process. Unlike most
western capitals today, the Indian government
enjoys a degree of freedom in charting a path
during this crisis, since domestic opinions are
not strong either way. More importantly, India
has correctly understood the strategic context,
background and implications for the interna-
tional order of these events, and will continue
tomove carefully, support dialogue towards an
early end to the conflict and maintain a stu-
dious silence on the question of absolutist
“moral” judgements.

India’s positionis economically vulnerable
to an extended war in Ukraine through the
weakness of the rupee, dependence on oiland
other imports, and the secular flight to safety
of global (western) capital. This means that
India’s self-interest lies in a rapid resolution of
the military and economic warfare. It does not
lie, however, in making any wild “swings” this
way or that. Despite Huntington classifying us
as a swing power, walking the path of inde-
pendence and self-reliance while continuing
to expand our burgeoning relationship with
the Westinthe long-termis India’s best strate-
gic choice. However, India’s relationship with
the West will be based on mutual self-respect,
rather than the traditional high-handedness
that we have experienced hitherto.

This implies that any calls by commenta-
tors in India for India to “speak up” and con-
demn the Russian aggression in Ukraine are
largely playing into the unidimensional and
self-serving narrative of one side while paying
scant attention to national interests. We have
little to gain by jumping into the current shout-
ing match, and much to gain by continuing to
move steadily but carefully towards long-term
partnerships with like-minded democracies,
nomatter their “culture”, religious traditions or
the colour of their skin. The question is: Will
culture eat strategy for breakfast (a favourite
line of MBA-enthusiasts in the corporate
world) or end up destroying us all in nuclear
armageddon?

Shahis an alumnus of London School of
Economics, Cambridge and Harvard, and lives
and works in Mumbai

Holding steady, moving ahead

The BJP’s journey has been remarkable, it continues to grow

ANIL BALUNI

THE BHARATIYA JANATA Party is celebrating
its42nd Foundation Day on April 6. The jour-
ney from the Jana Sangh to the BJP has been
aremarkable one, where the party and its
leaders followed the line that defines nation-
alism, national integration, democratic val-
ues, non-partisanship, etc. Staying steadfast
to its ideology and principles, the BJP has
grown from strength to strength.

We draw our inspiration from Deendayal
Upadhyay’s philosophy and ideologies of
“Integral Humanism” and “Antyodaya” (wel-
fare of the poorest). Our philosophy is also
based on the idea of “cultural nationalism”
propagated by Syama Prasad Mookerjee.
Under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, our government and party
are commiitted to “sabka saath, sabka vikas,
sabka vishwas, sabka prayas”.

All BJP governments work under the
pledge to ensure the progress and well-be-
ing of all sections of society, with no discrim-
ination or favouritism. The party’s guiding
principle is the upliftment and empower-
ment of the poor.

Post-Independence, the Congress govern-
ments, first under Jawaharlal Nehru and later
other prime ministers, followed the policy of
appeasement, besides madly racing to ape
the West. It was the Jana Sangh that opposed
this and propagated cultural nationalism and
national integration. The nation also realised
that the Jana Sangh truly represents the

“soul” of India.

The hard work, conviction and dogged-
ness of our leaders helped us grow. From two
MPs at one time, we now have over 300 MPs
in the Lok Sabha. Today, the BJP has formed
governments in 17 states and has over 1,300
MLAs and over 400 MPs. We have also
crossed the 100 MPs mark in the Rajya Sabha,
acommendable feat.

When Amit Shah took over as the party’s
president in August 2014, the BJP’s member-
ship was just 3.5 crore. Today, it has a record
18 crore members.

A canard was spread against the Jana
Sangh and the BJP that they were right-wing
political outfits. Then it was said that they
were the parties of the rich and the capitalists.
But in just four decades, the BJP became the
party of every household, and the credit for
this goes to our leaders — from Mookerjee to
Upadhyay, Atal Bihari Vajpayee to Narendra
Modi. People from Kashmir to Kanyakumari,
from Kutch to Kamrup are bestowing their
blessings upon the BJP. Today, in areal sense,
the BJP is the only national party.

In 1972, Vajpayee made a clear point when
he had said, “We are neither going left norright;
we are going straight. And we will continue to
strive hard to give the nation a viable and strong
political alternative.” This is now well-estab-
lished under the leadership of PM Modi.

The Congress and other Opposition par-
ties repeatedly tried to spread the falsehood

that the BJPis the party of the forward castes.
But the BJP, while following its ideology, won
the support and love of all sections of our so-
ciety. Today it has the maximum number of
Dalit and OBC MLAs and MPs, while in the
Modi government, the representation of Dalit
and OBC ministers is the maximum.

The Congress and some other parties al-
ways opposed B R Ambedkar, although they
never away shied away from using his work
to gain political mileage. It is the BJP and PM
Modiwho, inareal sense, have given him his
due recognition and acknowledgement.
Under PM Modi, the BJP has successfully dec-
imated the politics of casteism, appeasement,
dynasty, nepotism and communalism. Uttar
Pradesh is an excellent example of this.

Post-Independence, the Congress
shunned the ideologies of our great leaders
including Mahatma Gandhi, Lokmanya Tilak,
Rabindranath Tagore and Sardar Patel. It also
distanced itself from nationalist slogans like
“Bharat Mata Ki Jai” and “Vande Mataram”.
Chanting the name of Lord Ram became a
crime. The Congress and its allies created
havoc in the country by mindlessly promot-
ing appeasement, which threatened our na-
tional integrity.

But the scenario changed rapidly when
the BJP came to power. We re-established cul-
tural nationalism, demolished the policy of
appeasement and tackled terrorism and ex-
tremism with aniron fist. With this, we have

made an equitable society rooted in national
integration besides boosting our national se-
curity. Some of our greatest achievements in-
clude the construction of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya after the peaceful resolution of a
decades-old dispute; the integration of
Jammu and Kashmir which paved the way
for its rapid development; and empowering
Muslim women by freeing them from the
curse of triple talaq.

PM Modi adopted the Gandhian way of liv-
ing by making cleanliness an integral part of
every Indian’s life. He also realised Ambedkar's
mission by successfully implementing pro-
poor policies like Ujjwala Yojana, Awas Yojna,
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojna and Jal Jeevan
Mission. The Modi government empowered
the poor and backward sections of our society
by giving them electricity, water, gas connec-
tions, toilets and, above all, a powerful health
insurance scheme. Farmers have been taken
care of through schemes like Kisan Samman
Nidhi, while workers in the unorganised sec-
tor have also benefited from several schemes.

The credit for the great success of the
party goes to PM Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shahand BJP president Jagat Prakash Nadda.
The BJP is committed to the service of hu-
manity and empowering India to the posi-
tion of a global leader among nations.

The writer is an MP, national media head and
chief spokesperson, BJP

Choice is yours

Individual action can help with climate change
mitigation. It needs to be enabled and supported
by larger structural and cultural changes

JOYASHREE ROy

A PARADIGM SHIFT in the way we think
about climate action has been reported for
the first time in the recent IPCC report
througha chapter on “demand, services and
social aspects of mitigation”. This puts peo-
ple and their well-being at the centre of cli-
mate change mitigation. The messages are
fromaglobal perspective but have relevance
to the national context of every country.

The report shows how, through compre-
hensive demand-side strategies, carbon
dioxide and non-carbon GHG emissions
globally can be reduced by 40-70 per cent
compared to the 2050 emissions projection.
What thisimpliesis that the burden on sup-
ply-side mitigation can be reduced by 40-
70 per cent. This can be achieved through
reduced food waste, following sustainable
healthy dietary choices that acknowledge
nutritional needs, adaptive heating and cool-
ing choices for thermal comfort, climate-
friendly dressing culture, integration of re-
newable energy in buildings, shifting to
electric light-duty vehicles, and to walking,
cycling, shared and public transit, sustain-
able consumption by intensive use of longer-
lived repairable products, compact city de-
signand efficient floor area use of buildings.

TheIPCCreport also shows that individ-
uals with high socioeconomic status con-
tribute disproportionately to emissions and
have the highest potential for emissions re-
ductions, as citizens, investors, consumers,
role models, and professionals. Demand-
side mitigation potential differs between
and within regions, and some regions and
populations require additional energy, ca-
pacity, and resources for human well-being.
The lowest 25 per cent of the population
faces shortfalls in housing, mobility and nu-
trition. Addressing inequality and reducing
many forms of status-related consumption
(consumption of goods and services for so-
cial prestige and not necessarily well-being)
and focusing on well-being supports climate
change mitigation efforts.

Ofthe 60 actions assessed in this report,
onanindividual level, the biggest contribu-
tion comes from walking and cycling wher-
ever possible and using electricity-powered
transport. To be effective, these shifts will
need to be supported by systemic changesin
some areas — for example, land use and ur-
ban planning policies to avoid urban sprawl,
support for green spaces, reallocation of
street spaces for walking and physical exer-
cise, investment in public transport and in-
frastructure design for active and electric ve-
hicles.Many services can be improved while
reducing energy demand. Electrification and
shifts to public transport also bring benefits
interms of enhancing health, employment,
and equality.

Individual choice alone can make only a
modest contribution to reducing GHG emis-

sions and thisis insufficient unlessit is linked
tostructural and cultural changes that make
it easier for people to lead low-carbon
lifestyles. Our assessment shows thatif peo-
ple get access to appropriate infrastructure
and technology and are facilitated with pol-
icy support and information to make the
right choices, then this mitigation potential
canbe realised through their actions. It pro-
vides arich evidence base to show thatabet-
ter life is possible for those with drastically
lower GHG emissions. It shows that, so far,
climate action has ignored what people
need, demand, and aspire for and, instead,
focused on what needs to be supplied to
people. By assessing social science literature,
we could clearly show in this report that
people aspire for a healthy life, food for daily
nutrition, a comfortable home, and trans-
portation system, thermal comfort, commu-
nication, and participation in decision-mak-
ing processes.

By providing user-level access to more
efficient energy conversion technologies, the
need for primary energy can be reduced by
45 per cent by 2050, compared to 2020.
Lifestyle changes require targeted policy
support and investment in appropriate in-
frastructure, and various user-centric tech-
nologies. Demand-side changes cannot de-
liver the net-zero goal on their own. But this
requires investment in and transformation
across every sector, along with policies and
incentives that encourage people to make
low-carbon choices in all aspects of their
lives. In our cities, where more than half the
world’s population lives, packages of poli-
cies that design urban-scale changes that
cascade across sectors can achieve greater
emissions reductions than the sum of indi-
vidual actions alone.

Lifestyle changes are so important be-
cause demand-side potential can partially
be tapped in the short-term. This makes it
animportant category forimmediate action,
when energy prices are high and energy se-
curity is a critical issue. There is huge un-
tapped potential in the near term through
changes across transport, industry, build-
ings, and food that will take away the supply-
side uncertainties and make it easier for peo-
ple to lead low-carbon lifestyles and, at the
same time, improve well-being.

The demand for fossil fuels is projected
toreduce. Thereportis clear: To limit warm-
ing to 1.5 degrees Celsius, coal use without
carbon capture and storage would have to
fall by about three quarters by 2030, al-
though the world will continue to use oiland
gasatleast until the mid-century. The use of
coal globally would have to fall by about 90
per cent by 2050, and gas and oil would need
to decline by anywhere from 25 to 50 per
cent or more to give us a chance to limit
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius with no or
limited overshoot. Further reductions would
be required in gas and oil by 2100.

Ultimately, it is for the IPCC to provide
the evidence and for policymakers, in-
vestors,and all other decision-makers to de-
cide what needs to be done based on na-
tional contexts.

The writer is the coordinating
lead author, Chapter 5, IPCC
WGIII Sixth Assessment Report

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RIGHTS ATTACKED

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'No ac-
countability Bill' (IE, April 5). The
Criminal Procedure (Identification)
Bill passed by Lok Sabha is yet another
blow to fundamental rights. Apart
from further restricting the rights of
undertrials, the extraordinarily wide
provisions of the Bill leave it vulnera-
ble to misuse as a weapon to settle
scores against dissidents. Incidences
of leakage of Aadhaar numbers and
the use of the Pegasus software have
already established the government's
disregard for citizens' rights in the
name of national security. Such laws
that empower the government with
sweeping powers without adequate
checks and balances do not inspire
confidence.

Ila Railkar, Mumbai

YATI'S IMPUNITY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "Yati and
sabka saath' (IE, April 5). Yati
Narsinghanand's despicable utterances
reflect the extent of polarisation in the
country, where spewing hatred against
the minority community is par for the
course. Unfortunately, opposition par-
ties do not take up these issues force-
fully because of their deeply divisive na-
ture, and the courts, when such matters
are referred to them, seldom prioritise
them. The result is that perpetrators get
away lightly and become emboldened
to act with greater impunity. The gov-
ernment has largely remained silent
over these incidents which have been
rising butit must realise thatitisriding
a tiger, and will find it difficult to con-
trol the situation if it does not act now.

Hemant Contractor, Pune

SOCIAL DEFICIT

This refers to the report, 'India Inc's
biggest merger: HDFC Bank & HDFC
Ltd will be one' (IE, April 5). This is
surely the greatest of all the mergers
that India has witnessed so far. The
surprising move shall bring
economies of scale in operations and
thereby enhance the bottom line of
the merged entity. As the share and
role of public sector banks in the coun-
try is diminishing vis-a-vis private
banks, the new HDFC behemoth shall
further skew the playing field in
favour of the latter. The Government
of India ought to fast-track its plans
for the merger of public sector banks.
There is, however, an important unan-
swered question in all this: Why are
private sector banking entities failing
to discharge their social obligations,
despite them being an outcome of the
same banking ecosystem? India's
hinterlands and rural areas appear
to be dotted largely with public
sector banks.

Deepak Singhal, Noida

A BETTER CAMPUS

This refers to the article, ‘A campus for
all’ (IE, April 5). In the 21st century, at
atime when we talk about equality for
all people, transgender persons still
require more space in society.
Everyone has the right to education.
There should be a hostel in all educa-
tional institutions for transgenders as
well. This will help transgenders to
grow, occupy the mainstream and
gain respectability in society. Also,
there is a need for people to change
their mentality towards transgenders.

Harshita Sagar, Yamuna Nagar

New Delhi
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Directorate of Mines
Steel & Mines Department
Government of Odisha

Email: directormines1@orissaminerals.gov.in

RFP No. 04/KALIMATI-EC/FDC/DM Date: 05.04.2022
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL TO PREPARE
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE PROPOSAL INCLUDING
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT STUDY AND ALL
RELATED ACTIVITIES THEREOF LEADING TO ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCES FROM MOEF&CC, GOl AND OTHER STATUTORY
CLEARANCES FROM STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD,
ODISHA IN RESPECT OF KALIMATI MANGANESE BLOCK,
KEONJHAR, ODISHA.

Directorate of Mines, Govt. of Odisha invites sealed Proposals from
specialized Consultants/ Agencies for “Undertaking complete
assignment on turnkey basis to prepare Environmental Clearance
proposal including Environmental Impact Assessment Study and
all related activities thereof leading to Environmental Clearances
from Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF &
CC), Govt. of India and other statutory clearances from State
Pollution Control Board, Odisha in respect of Kalimati
Managanese Block, comprised in two villages (Balda &
Badakalimati) under Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar District, Odisha”
through registered post/ courier service or in person.

The specialized Consultants/Agencies having NABET/MoEF & CC
accreditation who have completed similar type of works in past 5 years,
having experiences in successfully conducting Environment Impact
Assessment Studies/ preparation of EIA and EMP reports/supporting
technical reports etc. for obtaining EC/ amendment orders thereof of
existing Environmental Clearances/ fresh clearances from MOEF&CC,
GOl and other Statutory Clearances and amendments from OSPCB etc.
need only to apply for the above services. The consultant/ agencies
whose EMD has been forfeited for failure to complete the assignment in
time or some other reasons, shall not apply.

The tender will have 2 (Two) parts- Technical Bid & Financial Bid.

The tender document including addendum/corrigendum, if any,
comprising of eligibility criteria, Instruction to Bidders, Scope of the
Work etc. will be available at website www.orissaminerals.gov.in.
Bidders may download the tender document from the website and the
cost of tender document may be submitted along with the technical bid
documents.

Interested firms who may like to visit the site may request the Director
of Mines, Head of Department Building, Unit-V, Bhubaneswar - 751001.
2-part Bid for the above-mentioned work should be submitted to the
Director of Mines, Odisha on or before 16:00 Hours of Dt. 20.04.2022.
The Technical Bid should consist of Conceptual Proposal, Credentials of
the firm, Turnover, PAN, GST Registration Number and all other
documents as mentioned in the bid document, Cost of Bid Document
amounting to Rs. 3600/- (Rupees Three Thousand Six Hundred) only
including GST @ 18%, Non- Refundable and EMD/ Bid Security
amounting to Rs. 1,00,000/ (Rupees One Lakh) only in shape of
Demand Drafts issued by any Nationalized Bank in favour of “The
Director of Mines, Odisha” and payable at Bhubaneswar to be sent by
registered post/courier services or in person only.

The Financial bid is to be kept in a separate sealed envelope. Both bids
are to be sealed in a single outer envelope and addressed to “The
Director of Mines, Odisha,” clearly written on top as Bid Document for
“Undertaking complete assignment on turnkey basis to prepare
Environmental Clearance proposal including Environmental
Impact Assessment Study and all related activities thereof leading
to Environmental Clearances from Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change (MoEF & CC), Govt. of India and other statutory
clearances from State Pollution Control Board, Odisha in respect
of Kalimati Managanese Block, comprised in two villages (Balda &
Badakalimati) under Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar District, Odisha”
RFP No. ------ dated ---- of the Directorate of Mines, Govt. of Odisha with
name and address of the firm on the same envelope.

The Technical Bid will be opened on Dt. 22.04.2022 at 11.30 Hours
at Directorate of Mines, Head of Department Building, Unit-V,
Bhubaneswar 751001 in presence of the bidder or their authorized
representative who choose to be present. After evaluation of the
Technical Bids, the date of opening of the Financial Bid will be intimated
to the agencies through Registered post/e-mail in due course.

The Director of Mines, Odisha has the right to accept or reject any or all
the RFP without assigning any reasons thereof.

G-04

Sd/-
(Director of Mines, Odisha)
OIPR-30004/11/0001/2223

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL5

AFTER A video of an old man
carrying his ailing wife to a hos-
pital in a handcart became viral
on social media, Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak on
Tuesday ordered a departmen-
tal probe into the incident.
Pathak, who holds the health
ministry portfolio, tweeted: “In
a viral video from Ballia, an old

Raju Shetti
calls MVA govt
anti-farmer,
quits alliance

MANOJMORE
PUNE, APRIL 5

DESCRIBING it as an “anti-
farmer regime”, the Raju
Shetti-led Swabhimani
Shetkari Sanghatana on
Tuesday snapped ties with the
MVA government, which it
had supported since the al-
liance came to power in 2019.
Making the announce-
ment at Sanghatana’s state ex-
ecutive meeting in Kolhapur,
Shetti said the MVA has let
down farmers and ignored
their demands. “Like the MVA
government in Maharashtra,
the Modi government has also
ditched farmers. We are going
to stay away from both of
them,” he said. “The MVA gov-
ernment was formed on the
promise of implementing the
common minimum pro-
gramme, which envisaged
providing justice to farmers.
However, the MVA is busy
making anti-farmer laws and
taking anti-farmer decisions,”
Shetti told The Indian Express.

personis seen taking a patient to
ahospital in a cart. After getting
the information and taking cog-
nisance of the viral video, Health
Director General has been asked
to probe and take strict action
against those responsible.”
Ballia Chief Medical Officer
(CMO)Neeraj Pandey identified
the manin the viral video as 58-
year-old Sakul Prajapati, a resi-
dent of Andaur village in
Chilkhar block of the district.
“The incident took place on

March 28. The woman had dia-
betes and her husband took her
to a nearby Community Health
Centre inahand cart, coveringa
distance of three to four kilome-
tres. He says he didn’t call an
ambulance. From the health
centre, he took her to the district
hospital in an autorickshaw,”
said the CMO.

According to the CMO, the
woman died the same night
during treatment. “The man had
to hire a private van to take her

Man carries ailing wife to hospital in
handcart in UP, deputy CM orders probe

body to the village. He says that
he had asked some people in the
hospital for an ambulance or a
vehicle to take back the body,
but was refused. We are finding
out if he spoke to an official or a
private person at the hospital.
He is not sure who he spoke to,”
added Pandey.

Meanwhile, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav tar-
geted the BJP government over
the “lack” of adequate health fa-
cilities in the state.

Bhupender Yadav welcomes IPCC
report, says justifies India’s stand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRILS

MINISTER FOR Environment,
Forests and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav on Tuesday
welcomed the Sixth Assessment
Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
released on Monday and said that
the report justifies India’s empha-
sisonequity atall scales in climate
action and sustainable develop-
ment and reiterates India’s view
onthe necessity of public finance
for developing countries and the
need for scale, scope and speed in
Climate Finance.

The minister said the
Summary of Policymakers
(SPM) and the Working GroupIII
(WG3) contribution to the Sixth
Assessment Reportreport, deal-
ing with climate change mitiga-
tion and international coopera-
tion, is a major contribution of
IPCC to the global fight against
climate change.

“The IPCC report underlines
the need for deep and urgent
global emissions reduction and
justifies India’s emphasis on eq-
uity atall scalesin climate action

Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav at an event held by
Central Pollution Control Board on Tuesday. Gajendra Yadav

and sustainable development.
The report also fully supports
India’s view on the necessity of
public finance for developing
countries and the need for scale,
scope and speed in Climate
Finance,”said Yadav on Tuesday.

Yadav pointed out that the re-
port specifically notes that
“Tracked financial flows fall short
of the levels needed to achieve
mitigation goals across all sectors
and regions. The challenge of
closing gapsis largestin develop-
ing countries as a whole.” It also
states that public finance falls
short of the Copenhagen (reiter-
ated when the Paris Agreement

Directorate of Mines
7 Steel & Mines Department
=" Government of Odisha

G-03
Email: directormines1@orissaminerals.gov.in
RFP NO. 03/KALIMATI-FC/ED/C/DM Date: 05.04.2022

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL TO PREPARE FOREST
DIVERSION PROPOSAL INCLUDING ALL RELATED ACTIVITIES
THEREOF LEADING TO IN PRINCIPLE (STAGE-I) APPROVAL OF
FOREST CLEARANCE UNDER SECTION-2 OF FOREST
(CONSERVATION) ACT, 1980.

Directorate of Mines, Govt. of Odisha invites sealed Proposals
from specialised Consultants/ Agencies for “Undertaking complete
assignment on turnkey basis to prepare the Forest Diversion
Proposal including all related activities thereof leading to Forest
Clearance & to facilitate obtaining in principle (Stage-l) approval
of Forest land measuring 67.177 Ha. involved within Kalimati
Manganese Block, comprised in two villages (Balada,
Badakalimati) under Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar District, Odisha
from Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF
& CC), Govt. of India , under Section-2 of Forest (Conservation)
Act-1980” through registered post/ courier service or in person.

The specialized Consultants/Agencies having experience in
similar works and having capability for providing such services need
only to apply for the above services. The consultant/ agencies whose
EMD has been forfeited for failure to complete the assignment in time
or some other reasons, shall not apply.

The tender will have 2 (Two) parts- Technical Bid & Financial Bid.

The tender document including addendum/corrigendum, if any,
comprising of eligibility criteria, Instruction to Bidders, Scope of the
Work etc. will be available at website www.orissaminerals.gov.in.

Bidders may download the tender document from the website and
the cost of tender document may be submitted along with the
technical bid documents.

Interested firms who may like to visit the site may request the
Director of Mines, Head of Department Building, Unit - V,
Bhubaneswar- 751001.

2-part Bid for the above-mentioned work should be submitted to
the Director of Mines, Odisha on or before 16:00 Hours of Dt.
24.04.2022. The Technical Bid should consist of Conceptual
Proposal, Credentials of the firm, Turnover, PAN, GST Registration
Number and all other documents as mentioned in the bid document,
Cost of Bid Document amounting to Rs. 3600/- (Rupees Three
Thousand Six Hundred) only including GST @ 18%, Non-
Refundable and EMD/ Bid Security amounting to Rs. 1,00,000/
(Rupees One Lakh) only in shape of Demand Drafts issued by any
Nationalized Bank in favour of "The Director of Mines, Odisha" and
payable at Bhubaneswar to be sent by registered post/courier
services or in person only.

The Financial bid is to be kept in a separate sealed envelope. Both
bids are to be sealed in a single outer envelope and addressed to
"The Director of Mines, Odisha," clearly written on top as Bid
Document for “Undertaking complete assignment on turnkey
basis to prepare the Forest Diversion Proposal including all
related activities thereof leading to Forest Clearance & to
facilitate obtaining in principle (Stage-l) approval of Forest land
measuring 67.177 Ha. involved within Kalimati Manganese
Block, comprised in two villages (Balada & Badakalimati) under
Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar District, Odisha from Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF & CC), Govt. of
India under Section-2 of Forest (Conservation) Act-1980” RFP
No, --- dated --- of the Directorate of Mines, Govt. of Odisha with
name and address of the firm on the same envelope.

The Technical Bid will be opened on Dt. 22.04.2022 at 11:30
Hours at Directorate of Mines, Head of Department Building, Unit - V,
Bhubaneswar 751001 in presence of the bidder or their authorized
representative who choose to be present. After evaluation of the
Technical Bids, the date of opening of the Financial Bid will be
intimated to the agencies through Registered post/e-mail in due
course.

The Director of Mines, Odisha has the right to accept or reject any
or all the RFP without assigning any reasons thereof.

Sd/-

Director of Mines, Odisha

OIPR-30004/11/0002/2223

Unknown,

case has been

undersigned.

DP/1679/0D/2022

IINIIIENTI 1ED DEAD BODY

General Public is hereby informed that
one person Namely: Unknown S/o:

Address: Unknown was

found dead Near, Pillar No. 545, Rohtak
Road, Delhi on 06.02.2022 in the area
of P.S. Mundka, Delhi. In this regard a

lodged vide DD No. 73A dated
06.02.2022 at P.S. Mundka, Delhi. The description of the
dead person is as under:- Age: About 50 years, Sex:
Male, Height: 5'6", Complexion: Wheatish, ID Mark:
Tattoo mark of OM on right upper palm, Wearing: Blue
colour T-shirt and underwear. If any one having any
information about this dead person please inform

SHO
PS. Mundka, Delhi
Ph.: 011-28342010, 7065036126

was signed) goal of USD 100 bil-
lion per year by 2020.

On climate finance, the report
says, “Accelerated financial sup-
port for developing countries
from developed countries and
othersourcesisa critical enabler
toenhance mitigationactionand
address inequities in access tofi-
nance, including its costs, terms
and conditions and economic
vulnerability to climate change
for developing countries.”

Among other important

things the Report has underlined
the need for deep and urgent
global emissions reduction men-
tioning that four-fifths of the total
carbon budget for 1.5 deg C tem-
perature increase and two-thirds
of the total carbon budget for 2
deg C warming has been already
consumed, said the minister.
Both cumulative and per
capitaannual emissions rose dur-
ing the pre-2020 period. Pre-2020
emissions reductionin developed
countries has beeninsufficient in
comparison to the developing
world’s needs for sustainable de-
velopment. Both historical cumu-
lative emissions and per capitaan-
nual emissions show India’s role,
as part of South Asia, is minimal.
With a shrinking remaining
carbon budget, the access to a
fair share of this budget for de-
veloping countries has become
an important question, he said
adding that questions on
changes in lifestyle brought up
by the report, as instruments of
mitigation, is a stand that India
has already endorsed, particu-
larly with the view of curbing
“unsustainable consumption”

Kerala HC awards
Rs 2.5-1akh aid each
to two Kollam men

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRILS

THE KERALA High Court on
Tuesday ordered the state gov-
ernment to pay Rs 2.5 lakh each
to two Kollam residents who
were jailed after excise officials
arrested them in false Abkari
cases. The court also directed the
state government to revisit the
searches, seizures, arrests and in-
vestigations done in all the
Abkari cases over the past five
years and submit an action-
taken report in six months.

The court also took note of
the high percentage of inde-
pendent witnesses turning hos-
tile in Abkari cases. The bench of
Justice PV Kunhikrishnan di-
rected the Chief Secretary to ap-
pointa suitable person for study-
ing the Abkari cases and submit
an action-taken report to the
court within six months. The
court was disposing of two pleas
inwhich the petitioners were ar-
rested by excise officials and con-
fined to judicial custody.

The court also ordered the
government to compensate the
petitioners within two months
and recover the said money from

the officials responsible for the
illegal arrest and detention of the
petitioners, after giving them an
opportunity of hearing.

One of the petitioners, AB
Anilkumar was arrested by the
excise officials in 2004 and he
stayed injail for 55 days, while R
Prakash was arrested in 2006
and spent 76 days in jail. They
were subsequently found to be
innocent.In 2010 and 2011, they
moved the high court, seeking
compensation from the state for
the infringement of their funda-
mental rights under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

On high number of inde-
pendent witnesses turning hos-
tile, the court said: “There may
be several reasons for the hostile
attitude of the independent wit-
nesses, but when the independ-
ent witnesses turn hostile in al-
most all cases, this is of serious
concern.” “Therefore, the man-
ner in which the searches,
seizures and investigations of
Abkari cases are conducted in
the state is to be revisited by the
government/legislature by con-
ducting an appropriate study or
inquiry, and based on the same,
if necessary, should make appro-
priate amendment in the Abkari
Act,” the court said.

FIR filed after crowd
climbs atop mosque,
raises religious slogans

Lucknow: Ghazipur police
Monday lodged an FIR against
unidentified people for allegedly
raising slogans after climbing atop
amosque in Gahmarvillage of the
district. The incident occurred on
April 2 while a group of local res-
idents were taking out a proces-
sion, police said.

The accused have been
charged with promoting enmity
between two groups, said the po-
lice, adding that no arrests have
been made in the case so far.

A purported video of the inci-
dentalso wentviral onsocial me-
dia.Inthevideo,agroup of youths
are allegedly seen wavingaflagaf-
ter climbing onamosque and rais-

ing slogans ‘Jai Shree Ram’.

SP, Ghazipur, Ram Badan
Singh said the police were trying
to identify the accused. Police,
however, said the atmosphere in
the village was peaceful.

According to police, residents
of Gahmar village take out the
‘Ram Kalash Yatra’ at the start of
every Hindu New year, in which
both men and women participate.

With a population of around
1.25 lakh, Gahmar village is dom-
inated by Hindus.

Station House Officer, Gahmar
police station, TL Sen said, “On
April 2, residents of the village
took out the Ram Kalash Yatra.
When the procession reached
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PANCHKULA

CIDES, FERTILIZERS, BIO-
PESTICIDES, ORGANIC FER-
TILIZER ON CONSIGNMENT

AND FOR BASIS FOR THE

YEAR 2022-23
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Residential Properties in

Haryana Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran
Offers e-Auction of
Residential and Commercial Properties in Rohtak and Hisar Zones

Rohtak Zone

Sector/ Urban

Estate

4, Rohtak
21-F, Rohtak
25, Rohtak
27-28-26 (P-IN),

Hohtak

13, Bahadurgarh
B, Jhajjar
8 (Part-A), Jhajjar
g (Part-B). Jhajjar
6, Panipat
8, Panipat
12, Panipat
13, Panipat
17, Panipat
18, Panipat
24, Panipat
25 [P-Il}, Panipat
7, Sonipat
12, Sonipat
15 {1, I, 11 & IV},

Sonipat

23, Sonipat

—
P

g
2
4
T
1
3
1
2
1
9
a3
3
3
a4
a3
3
8
3

Chief Administrator

one day before
the scheduled date of
E-Am:tiun, at 5 pm.

20th Apri

Commercial Properties in | Commercial Properties in

Rohtak Zone

No. of Sector/ Urban [No. of}Sr.
Plnts Estate Pluts ;
5

3, Rohtak
4, Rohtak

5, Rohtak 29

2, Bahadurgarh 4

8, Panipat
12, Panipat
13, Panipat
25, Panipat
29, Panipat
7, Sonipat

15-1, Sonipat

23, Sonipat

Loan Facility From Leading Banks

“RRired il Sari b o i b Dl

ana Shehrl Vikas F'radhlkaran

» 2022

Hisar Zone
Sector! Urban
Estate
11-AB (Phase-3),
Hisar

2 13-P, Hisar
14 (PKT-A), Hisar
Old Court, Hisar
15-AP, Hisar
16-17, Hisar
7 UE-ISCII, Hisar
A-MKT, Hansi
13, Bhiwani
23, Bhiwanl
C Cantra, Bhiwani
19 (P-1), Sirsa
20 (P-l1), Sirsa

1

Registration will close e-Aucticn Portal
https://hsvphry.crg.in
e-Auction will start at
10:00 AM

ve Price are

near a mosque in the village, a
few youths climbed on it
(mosque) and raised slogans of
'Jai Shree Ram'.When those pres-
entatthe spotscolded them, the
youths immediately came
down.” He added that someone
in the crowd captured the inci-
dent on camera and later up-
loaded it on social media. ENS
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Residential Properties in

Hisar Zone

T
Pints Estate Pluts
4 (P-I), Hisar
5, Hizar
9-11, Hisar
16-17, Hisar
33 (P-1), Hisar
B-ll, Hansi
23, Bhiwani
18 (P-1), Sirsa
20 [P-IlI}, Sirsa

vipatent autharity can withdraes any
efe from e-auction withcut any natice,

Far any queries emall us at
cauctionguery.hsvpogmail.com
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MEANWHILE
JUPITER-LIKE ALIEN PLANET OBSERVED

Scientists have observed an enormous planet about nine times the mass of Jupiter at a
remarkably early stage of formation - describing it as still in the womb - in a discovery
that challenges the current understanding of planetary formation. Evidence suggests
that this is the earliest stage of formation ever observed for a gas giant, scientists said.

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6,2022

THE WORLD

UNSAYSTIMILLION ‘
fled homes in Ukraine
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== JOPOFTHE . [TALY,SPAIN,DENMARK
expel many Russian diplomats

RUSSIAREJECTS
allegations of atrocities

NO-TRUST MOTION FOILED

WORLD

Transportation strike
against gas prices in
Lima, Tuesday. Reuters

PERU

Curfew imposed
toquell protests
over fuel costs

Lima: Peruvian President
Pedro Castillo imposed a
curfew in the capital,
Lima, on Tuesday, banning
people from leaving their
homes in an attempt to
curb protests against ris-
ing fuel and fertiliser costs
that have spread through-
out the country. "The cab-
inet has agreed to declare
a ban on the mobility of
citizens from 2 am
through 11.59 pm of
Tuesday April 5 to protect
the fundamental rights of
all people,” Castillo said.
On Monday, a wave of
protests continued into
their second week, while
the government scram-
bled to bring prices down.
The protests have become
increasingly violent and at
least four people have
been killed, the govern-
ment said. REUTERS

KUWAIT
Govtresignsas
political crisis
intensifies

Dubai: Kuwait's govern-
ment resigned on
Tuesday, just months af-
terits formation, opening
up new uncertainty as
the tiny country grapples
with a worsening politi-
cal crisis that has blocked
critical economic and so-
cial reforms. Kuwaiti
Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al
Hamad Al Sabah submit-
ted the cabinet’s resigna-
tion to the crown prince,
state-run KUNA news
agency reported, ahead of
a no-confidence vote in
Parliament later this
week that sought to re-
move him from office. AP

AUSTRALIA

Missile upgrade
pushed dueto
growing threats

Canberra: Australia has
accelerated plans to buy
long-range strike missiles
years ahead of schedule
because of growing
threats posed by Russia
and China. Defence
Minister Peter Dutton
said Tuesday the acceler-
ated rearming of fighter
jets and warships would
cost 3.5 billion Australian
dollars and increase
Australia’s deterrence to
potential adversa
-ries. “There was a work-
ing assumption that an
actof aggression by China
toward Taiwan might
take place in 2040s. That
timeline now has been
compressed,” he said. AP

In the courtyard of their house, Vlad Tanyuk, 6, stands near the grave of his mother Ira Tanyuk, who died on the outskirts of

Kyiv, Ukraine, on Monday. AP

Bring Russians to justice for
war crimes: Zelenskyy to UN

OLEKSANDR
STASHEVSKYI
BUCHA, APRIL S

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT
Volodymyr Zelenskyy accused
Russian troops of gruesome
atrocities in Ukraine and told the
UN Security Council on Tuesday
that those responsible should
immediately be brought up on
war crimes charges in front of a
tribunal like the one set up at
Nuremberg after World War IL.

Zelenskyy, appearing via
video from Ukraine, told council
members that civilians had been
shotin the back of the head after
being tortured, blown up with
grenades in their apartments
and crushed to death by tanks
while in cars.

“They cut off limbs, cut their
throats. Women were raped and
killed in front of their children.
Their tongues were pulled out be-
cause theiraggressor did not hear
what they wanted to hear from
them,” he said, recounting what
he described as the worst atroci-
ties since World War IL.

Likening the troops’ actions

Top general urges
more US troops

in eastern Europe

Washington: The United States
shouldlookat the development of
more bases in Eastern Europe to
protectagainst Russian aggression,
but rotate forces through them
rather than make permanent de-
ployments, the top US military of-
ficer told Congress on Tuesday.
Army Gen. Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
the basing could be funded by
other countries such as Poland
and the Baltics that want more US
troops. Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin said any effort to expand
security in Eastern Europe is a
“work in progress” that probably
will be discussed at the NATO
summitinJune. Milley and Austin
were testifying before the House
Armed Services Committee on
the 2023 budget proposal, but
much of the focus of the hearing
was the Russian war. AP

With 13k new cases, Covid
outbreak in Shanghai
‘erim’, lockdown extended

AP & REUTERS
BEIJING, APRIL S

THE COVID-19 outbreak in
China’s largest metropolis of
Shanghai remains “extremely
grim” amid an ongoing lock-
down confining around 26 mil-
lion people to their homes, a city
official said Tuesday.

The government widened
the lockdown to eastern parts of
the city and extended until fur-
ther notice restrictions in west-
erndistricts, which had been due
to expire on Tuesday.

Director of Shanghai’s work-
ing group on epidemic control,
GuHonghui, was quoted by state
media as saying that the out-

break in the city was “still run-
ning at a high level.” “The situa-
tionis extremely grim,” Gu said.

China has sent more than
10,000 health workers from
around the country to aid the
city, including 2,000 from the
military. Most of eastern
Shanghai, which was supposed
to reopen last Friday, remained
locked down along with the
western half of the city.

Shanghai recorded another
13,354 cases on Monday — the
vast majority of them asympto-
matic — bringing the city’s total
to over 73,000 since the latest
wave of infections began last
month. No deaths have been as-
cribed to the outbreak driven by
the Omicron BA.2 variant.

Zelenskyy at UNSC said
those responsible should be
brought up on war crimes
charges. Reuters

to those of Islamic State,
Zelenskyy said: “The Russian
military and those who gave
them orders must be brought to
justice immediately for war
crimes in Ukraine.”

“Anyone who has given crim-
inal orders and carried them out
by killing our people will be
brought before the tribunal
which should be similar to the
Nuremberg tribunals,” he said.
Zelenskyy stressed that Bucha
was only one place and that there
are more with similar horrors.

The UN migration agency on
Tuesday estimated that more

than 11 million people had fled
their homes since invasion.

High-resolution satellite im-
agery from Maxar Technologies
showed that many of the bodies
had been lying in the open for
weeks, during the time that
Russian forces were in the town.

The head of NATO, mean-
while, warned that Russia is re-
grouping its forces in order to de-
ploy them to eastern and
southern Ukraine for a “crucial
phase of the war,” and said that
more horrors may come to light
as Russian troops continue to
pull back in the north.

As Western leaders con-
demned the killings in Bucha,
Italy, Spain and Denmark ex-
pelled dozens of Russian diplo-
mats on Tuesday, following
moves by Germany and France.
Hundreds of Russian diplomats
have been sent home since the
start of the invasion, many ac-
cused of being spies.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov called the expulsions a
“short-sighted” measure that
would complicate communica-
tion and warned they would be
met with “reciprocal steps.”

Kremlin: Bucha
amonstrous
forgery aimed
at smearing us

REUTERS
LONDON, APRIL S

THE KREMLIN said on Tuesday
that Western allegations Russian
forces committed war crimes by
executing civilians in the
Ukrainian town of Bucha were a
“monstrous forgery” aimed at
denigrating the Russian army.

Since Russian troops with-
drew from towns and villages
around Kyiv, Ukrainian troops
have been showing journalists
corpses of what they say are
civilians killed by Russian forces.

The West says the dead civil-
ians are evidence of war crimes.

“Itisa simply a well-directed
- but tragic - show,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
reporters. “It is a forgery aimed
atdenigrating the Russian army
-and it will not work.”

“We once again urge the in-
ternational community: detach
yourself from such emotional
perceptions and think with
your head,” Peskov said.
“Compare the facts and under-
stand what a monstrous forgery
we are dealing with.”

US and allies to impose fresh
sanctions: No new investment

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BRUSSELS, WASHINGTON,
APRILS

The USand its European allies will
impose stiff new sanctions, in-
cluding aban on new investments
in Russia on Wednesday, a US of-
ficial said, in retaliation for Russia’s
“war crimes” in Ukraine.

The joint action will include
a ban on new investment in
Russia, toughened sanctions on
its financial institutions and gov-
ernment-owned enterprises,
and more sanctions on Russian
government officials and their
family members. The official said
they would further Russia’s eco-
nomic, financial and technolog-
ical “isolation” from the rest of
the world as a penalty for its at-

Why EU
banoncoal
@® matters

EXPLAINED

DUETO high gas prices,
many EU countries have
been switching to coal
from gas. If Russian coal
imports are banned, sev-
eral European countries
could face even more se-
vere energy crunches
when heating demand in-
creases next winter, as
well as higher bills for con-
sumers and industry.

tacks on civilians in Ukraine.
The EU'’s executive branch
proposed Tuesday a ban on coal

imports from Russia in what
would be the first EU sanctions
targeting the country’s lucrative
energy industry over its war.

European = Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
said the EU needed to increase
the pressure on Russian
President Vladimir Putin after
“heinous crimes” carried out
around Kyiv, with evidence that
Russian troops may have delib-
erately killed Ukrainian civilians.

Von der Leyen said the ban
on coal imports is worth 4 billion
euros per year and that the EU
has already started working on
additional sanctions, including
onoil imports. Until now, Europe
had not been willing to target
Russian energy over fears that it
would plunge the European econ-
omy into recession.

Pak SC seeks records
of House proceedmgs

Ly .l-'

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, APRIL 5

PAKISTAN’S SUPREME Court on
Tuesday sought the record of the
proceedings of the National
Assembly conducted on the no-
confidence motion filed against
Prime Minister Imran Khan as it
adjourned till Wednesday the
hearing of the high-profile case.

National Assembly Deputy
Speaker Qasim Khan Suri on
Sunday ruled that the no-confi-
dence motion was linked with a
foreign conspiracy to topple the
government and hence was not
maintainable. Minutes later,
President Arif Alvi dissolved the
National Assembly on advice of
Prime Minister Khan.

The apex court within hours
took suo motu notice of it and
a five-member bench started
hearing the case. The bench is
headed by Chief Justice Umar
AtaBandial and includes Justice
ljazul Ahsan, Justice
Mohammad Ali Mazhar, Justice
Munib Akhtar and Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail.

During the hearing on
Tuesday, the court ordered the
government to present minutes
of the proceedings in the National
Assembly after the no-confidence
motion was presented.

Chief Justice Bandial said

Pak Army finds no proof

The Pakistan Supreme Court adjourned the hearing of the
high-profile case to Wednesday. AP

Ready to hold polls

if required: Pak EC

Islamabad: Pakistan’s elec-
tion commission on Tuesday
said it will fulfil its responsi-
bility to hold general elec-
tions if required. “Election
Commission will fulfil its re-
sponsibility. The meeting
will review the preparation
in the event of general elec-
tions,” spokesperson of the
commission said. PTI

the court only wanted to ascer-
tain the constitutionality of the
steps taken by the deputy
speaker for the dismissal of the

of USrole, says report

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, APRIL 5

PAKISTAN’S POWERFUL Army
has contradicted Prime Minister
Imran Khan's remarks accusing
the US of hatching a conspiracy
to topple his government, saying
there was no evidence of inter-
ference in the country’s internal
matters, as per a media report.
Prime Minister Khan had
chaired a meeting of the
National Security Committee
(NSC)onMarch 27 todiscuss the
issue of a “threatening letter” to
remove his government.
TheNSCthendecided toissue
ademarche to the US. Khan ped-
alled the narrative that Army top

NEW FINANCE MINISTER QUITS WITHIN 24 HRS

leadersendorsed the letter andits
threatening context was genuine.
However, official sources told The
Express Tribune on Monday that a
wrong impression was given
about the military leadership en-
dorsing the view of government.
One source said the PM could
make public minutes of the meet-
ing because the NSC statement
was only meant for the media.
"Are there any minutes of the NSC
meeting? Have all the partici-
pants signed on the minutes of
the meeting,” the source asked.
The source added that the US
had not sent any letter to the gov-
ernment and it was the assess-
ment of Pakistan's Ambassador
to the US Masood Khan after his
meeting with the US officials.PTI

no-confidence of motion and
subsequent dissolution of the

National Assembly.
“Our sole focus is on the rul-
ing of the deputy speaker...itis

our priority to decide on that
particular issue," Chief Justice
Bandial was quoted as saying by
the Express Tribune newspaper.

PM Khan on Tuesday targeted
his political opponents, accusing
them of conspiring against his
government at the best of their
foreign masters. Addressing the
party workers at the Governor’s
House, Khan also chided his own
party, lawmakers who joined
hands with the opposition for
what he claimed after taking
‘crores of rupees'. PTI

Imran paying

price for being
‘disobedient’ to
US, says Russia

Moscow/Islamabad: Russia has
criticised the US for making “an-
other attempt of shameless inter-
ference” into the internal affairs of
Pakistan and asserted that PM
Imran Khan was paying the price
for being “disobedient” to
Washington and being punished
forvisiting Russia in February this
year. OnMonday, Russia's Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said despite pressure
from the US to cancel his visit,
Khan went ahead with it.

“This is another attempt of
interference by the US in the in-
ternal affairs of an independent
state for its own selfish pur-
poses.,” Zakharova said. PTI

Gotabaya revokes emergency
order; 41 lawmakers walk out

UDITHA JAYASINGHE &
DEVJYOT GHOSHAL
COLOMBO, APRIL S

Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa revoked a state of
emergency late on Tuesday after
dozens of lawmakers walked out
of the ruling coalition, leaving his
government ina minority in par-
liament as it struggled to quell
protests amid the country’s
worst economic crisis in decades.

Inanother setback for the ad-
ministration, Finance Minister
Ali Sabry resigned a day after his
appointment and ahead of cru-
cial talks scheduled with the IMF
for aloan programme.

In a gazette issued late on
Tuesday, Rajapaksa revoked the
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Protests in Colombo
demanding Gotabaya to
resign on Tuesday. Reuters

emergency rule ordinance that
went into effect last Friday. “I,
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, President
of the Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, hereby revoke the gazette
with effect from midnight on
April 5," the gazette said.
Politically, the possible next
steps could include the appoint-

ment of anew Prime Minister re-
placing the President’s elder
brother, Mahinda Rajapaksa, or
snap Parliamentary elections
ahead of ascheduled vote in 2025.
There was noimmediate indica-
tion of what was being planned.
The names of the 41 lawmak-
erstoleave the coalition were an-
nounced by party leaders in
Parliament. They have now be-
come independent members,
leaving Rajapaksa’s government
with fewer than the 113 members
needed to maintain a majority.
In a further sign of a des-
perate shortage of funds, Sri
Lanka announced the tempo-
rary closure of its embassies
in Oslo and Baghdad, and the
consulate general in Sydney,
from April 30. REUTERS

NOTEBOOKS SET TO GO ON PUBLIC DisPLAY FROM JULY AS PART OF A DARWIN EXHIBITION

Darwin notebooks missing for 20 yrs returned to Cambridge

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON, APRIL S

TWO OF naturalist Charles
Darwin’s notebooks that were
reported stolen from Cambridge
University’s library have been re-
turned, two decades after they
disappeared.

The university said Tuesday
that the manuscripts were leftin
the library inside a pink gift bag,
along with a note wishing the li-
brarian a Happy Easter.

The notebooks, which in-
clude the 19th-century scien-
tist’s famous 1837 “Tree of Life”
sketch, went missing in 2001 af-
ter being removed for photo-

graphing, though at the time
staff believed they might have
been misplaced. After searches
of the library’s collection of 10
million books, maps and manu-
scripts failed to find them, they
were reported stolen to police in
October 2020.

Local detectives notified the
global police organisation Interpol
and launched an international
hunt for the notebooks, valued at
millions of pounds (dollars).

On March 9 the books reap-
peared, leftina public area of the
building, outside the librarian’s
office, which is not covered by
security cameras. The two note-
books were wrapped in clingfilm
inside their archive box, and ap-

Aview of the Tree of Life Sketch in one of naturalist Charles
Darwin's notbeooks. AP

New Delhi

peared undamaged. The accom-
panying note said: “Librarian
Happy Easter X.”

Darwin filled the notebooks
withideas shortly after returning
from his voyage around the world
onHMS Beagle, developingideas
that would bloom into his land-
markwork on evolution, “On the
Origin of Species.” As per media
reports, it was in 2001 that the
notebooks, which represent
some of Darwin’s first inklings of
his radical theory of evolution by
natural selection, were originally
found to be missing.

The university’s director of li-
brary services Jessica Gardner
said her feeling of relief at the
books’ reappearance was “pro-

found and almost impossible to
adequately express.” “The note-
books can now retake their
rightful place alongside the rest
of the Darwin Archive at
Cambridge, at the heart of the
nation’s cultural and scientific
heritage, alongside the archives
of Sir Isaac Newton and Professor
Stephen Hawking,” she said.
The notebooks are set to go
on public display from July as
partof a Darwin exhibition at the
library. Cambridgeshire Police
said its investigation was contin-
uing, “and we are following up
some lines of inquiry.” “We also
renew our appeal for anyone
withinformation about the case
to contact us,” the force said. AP
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RAJASTHAN
Mob violence

aftermurder of
history-sheeter

Jaipur: A day after a his-
tory-sheeter was killed in
a suspected gang war in
Chittorgarh district, a few
villagers vandalised two
state roadways bus in the
neighbouring Kota district
in protest, police said.
“Gurjar was a history-
sheeter of the Rawat
Bhata police station in
Chittorgarh..He had come
toahair cutting saloon [on
Monday] when some
people attacked him...,”
Chittorgarh SP Preeti Jain
said. He died on the way
to the hospital. Some lo-
cals set fire to aRajasthan
Roadways bus, jammed
the road and also broke
the glasses of another bus
in Borabas, Gurjar’s vil-
lage, said Kota City
Additional SP Rajesh
Kumar Meel. ENS

KERALA

Solarscamrape
case: CBlraids
MLA’s hostel

Thiruvananthapuram: CBI,
which is probing into the
alleged sexual exploita-
tion of a woman involved
in the solar scam, exam-
ined rooms at the accused
Congress legislator Hibi
Eden’s hostel on Tuesday.
Apart from Eden, former
CM Oommen Chandy,
AlCCgeneral secretary KC
Venugopal, Congress MP
Adoor Prakash, BJP na-
tional vice-president A P
Abdullakutty are among
otheralleged accused. The
alleged incidents took
place during 2012-13
when Congress was in
power in the state. The
woman allegedly cheated
investors promising solar
solutionsand sharesin so-
lar energy projects. ENS

BIHAR
Independent
candidate
escapesattack

Patna: Independent candi-
date contesting MLC elec-
tions from Siwan narrowly
escaped attack on him on
Sunday night while one of
his fellow villagers was
killed, police said. MLC
pollsfor 24 seats concluded
on Monday. Siwan police
said the incidenr took place
under Hussaunganj police
station area around 10 pm
when Raees Khan had
been travelling in his vehi-
cle. One of his supporters
Vinod Yadav (30) was
killedintheattack. ENS

KARNATAKA
Bankemployee
gets 7yearsin
jail forfraud

Bengaluru: A special court
inBengaluru has convicted
a head cashier for seven
years of imprisonment for
fraudulently exchanging
demonetised currency
with legal notes worth Rs
218 crore.The convicted of-
ficer, B Dinesh, worked as
head cashier in State Bank
of Mysore (presently
merged with SBI) of
Periyapatna branch in
Mysore district. ENS

GORAKHNATH  TEMPLE ATTACK

UP ATS says accused visited TN & Nepal,
was being watched for last few days

Probe team visits
Navi Mumbai flat
where Abbasi
stayed till 2020
MANISH SAHU &

MOHAMED THAVER
LUCKNOW, MUMBAI, APRIL 5

AHMED MURTAZA Abbasi, who
was involved in the attack on
PAC personnel at Gorakhnath
temple gate Sunday night, vis-
ited Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu
and Lumbini in Nepal in the re-
cent past, the Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) of Uttar Pradesh
Police told a Gorakhpur court
while seeking his custody.

The ATS, whichis probing the
attack, said it needs to question
the 29-year-old IIT-Bombay
graduate in connection with the
trips. Abbasi, booked for attempt
to murder, was sent to seven-day
ATS custody on Monday night.

OnTuesday,ateam of ATS vis-
ited Abbasi’s Navi Mumbai apart-
mentwhere he stayed till October
2020 before returning to his na-
tive home in Gorakhpur.

Asenior police officer told The
Indian Express that a team of ATS
had been keeping a watch on
Abbasi for past few days after they
found his activities suspicious.

“The ATS had some doubts
about his activities and started

Andhra to turn
beach waste into
value-added
products

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, APRIL 5

THE ANDHRA Pradesh govern-
ment is tying up with US-based
Global Alliance for Sustainable
Planet (GASP) to produce value-
added materials from garbage, as
itplanstoclearits 1,000-km coast-
line of waste, particularly plastic.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy met GASP repre-
sentatives on Tuesday and dis-
cussed the launch of a pilot project
that will see the garbage turned
into building construction mate-
rial, furniture, clothes and shoes.

Reddy said the project should
be linked with the government’s
‘Jagananna Swachha Sankalpam’
programme.

“Itisagood development that
plasticwaste being collected is re-
cycled... a clear mechanism is in
place in the state for collection of
garbage. The government has
been seriously looking into recy-
cling and reusing of non bio-
degradable materials and GASP's
experience should be used...,”
Reddy said, according to an offi-
cial statement.

Municipal Administrationand
Urban Development Special Chief
Secretary Y Sri Lakshmi told The
Indian Express that the govern-
ment is serious in its efforts to rid
the state’s coastline, which s dot-
ted with scenic beaches, of
garbage left behind by tourists.

Renowned designer and
Parley for the Oceans founder,
Cyrill Gutsch, who represented
GASP during the meeting, told
the Chief Minister only nine per
cent of the 150 MT of single-use
plastic products is being recycled
at present. He said converting
the waste into value-added
products using eco-friendly
methods would pave the way for
anew economy.
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Police officials at Taj Heights housing society in Navi Mumbai Tuesday. Ahmad Murtaza Abbasi,
accused in the attack at Gorkhanath temple gate, lived here till October 2020. Narendra Vaskar

keeping a watch on him. His cell-
phone and laptop have been sent
for forensic tests. We hope to get
more information about his
movement,” said the officer.

Two days before the incident,
two plain-clothed policemen had
visited his house, the officer said.

“We are trying to find out
which all places he had visited in
the past few months. We are try-
ingto collect details of people who
were intouch with himinthe past
two months,” the officer said,
adding that “Abbasi appeared to
be radicalised”.

OnMonday, UP Police had said

the attack was “part of a serious
conspiracy and could be called a
terror incident”. However, the po-
lice said they have not found any
evidence sofar suggesting Abbasi’s
association with any banned out-
fit. They also said the evidence so
farsuggested thatno other person
was involved in the incident.
Asenior police officer involved
in the probe said they have re-
ceived information of Abbasi vis-
iting abroad around 2014-15. “All
the information coming up dur-
ing the investigation needs to be
verified. We also need to check if
he was interested in joining any

terror outfit,” said the officer.

The ATS on Monday also told
the court that they have recovered
“several” ATM and credit cards
from his possession.

Meanwhile, ateam of the ATS
visited the Taj Heights building in
Navi Mumbai’s Seawood area,
where Abbasi resided with his
family till 2020. According to a
Navi Mumbai police team, which
accompanied the ATS team,
Abbasi and family moved to
Gorakhpur, their native home, in
October 2020. Before moving to
Seawood, the family lived in
Sanpada area of Navi Mumbai.

“Till 2020, Abbasi resided in a
residential society in Seawood. He
would frequently visit Jamnagar
in Gujarat, where he worked for
some time before he quit the job.
Later, the family moved toUPand
put the house on rent,” Ravindra
Patil,alocal senior inspector, said.

“Last week, Abbasi’s father,
Muneer, had come to sell the
house as they found it difficult to
travel from Gorakhpur to Navi
Mumbai,” he said.

The ATS team will also visit IIT-
Bombay, where Abbasi studied
chemical engineering, to collect
background information on him.
“Abbasi studied chemical engi-
neering at IT-Bombay and his fa-
therretired asanassistant general
manager at a multinational con-
glomerate. His grandfather was a
district judge in UP,” Patil said.

According to him, neighbours
described Abbasi assomeone who
would keep top himself. “Some
said that he did not interact much
and largely kept to himself,” Patil
said. “Abbasi often stayed in
Jamnagar. He recently quit his job.”

Aslam Shaikh, wholivesin the
adjacent building and helped in
letting out the second floor flat,
said: “Abbasi did not mingle with
the residents much. Residents
only saw himleaving for workand
returning home.”

Abbasi's family members have
said his wife left him a few
months ago and that he was suf-
fering from depression since 2017.

SF] chief used US telecom service provider
for threat calls to SC lawyers: Police probe

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, APRILS

A US-BASED telecom service
provider was used by Gurpatwant
Singh Pannu, chief of banned pro-
Khalistan group Sikhs For Justice
(SFJ),tomake pre-recorded threat
calls to several Supreme Court
lawyers on the day the apex court
wastohearthe case related to the
security lapse during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's visit to
Punjab on January 5, Delhi Police
has found in its probe. The police
are now procuring more details
under a mutual legal assistance
treaty (MLAT) with the US, The
Indian Express has learnt.
“During investigation, we ini-
tially found that calls were made

using a US-based telecom service
firm. We then approached them
and they provided details ofanac-
count holder, who had booked the
account tomake all these calls. All
the documents belonged to
Pannu, but the account holder’s
name was not Pannu,” a senior
police officer said.

Later, after multiple commu-
nications with the service provider,
the police were told that the ac-
count holder had changed his
name to Pannu. It was found that
the firm intimated the account
holder about the probe following
which he changed his name.

“After establishing Pannu’s
role, the police are now procuring
more details under MLAT and
communicating with the con-
cerned agency for further help,”
an officer said.

Cong’s Bhopal MLA slams
it over Ram Navami diktat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL,APRIL5

CONGRESS LEADER and Bhopal
MLA Arif Masood has criticised
his party for asking its cadres to
celebrate the forthcoming Ram
Navami and Hanuman Jayanti
festivals, saying it set a “wrong
precedent”.

Masood said the Congress
circular, which asked members
to hold recitals of the Hanuman
Chalisaand the Sundarkand dur-
ing the festivals, was “unneces-
sary” for a political party.

TheBJPhastakenajibe atboth
Masood and Congress, accusing
the party of “using Muslims”.Ina
move seen as the Congress’ out-
reachtoHinduvotersahead of the
Assembly elections next year,
Congress'’s state vice-president
Chandraprabhash Shekar last

Arif Masood
Photo: Facebook

week asked party workers to or-
ganise ‘kathavachan’ on the two
festivals falling on April 10and 16
respectively.

The letter, which was issued
on April 2, said the instructions
had come from Congress state
president Kamal Nath, who will
address the party cadre and take
partinapuja.

Masood said Tuesday: “We
take all religions along as a polit-
ical party and if we issue a circu-
lar to celebrate Ram Navamiand
Hanuman Jayanti, then we must
also issue one for celebrating
Ramzan and festivals of other
faiths.”

Although the Delhi Police
had registered several FIRs
against Pannu for sending
threat messages, this is the first
time they have found his “direct
involvement”.

The development comes
months after the Delhi Police reg-
istered the first FIR in connection
with the threat calls.

In January, shortly before the
Supreme Court took up a petition
seekinga probe into the breach of
the Prime Minister's security,
some lawyers of the top court
complained of receiving pre-
recorded messages from a num-
ber registered outside India. The
messages accepted responsibility
for blocking the PM’s convoy in
Punjab and warned the court
against doing anything that will
help the government.

Deepak Prakash, anadvocate
onrecord, also lodged a criminal
complaint with Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
in this connection. In a commu-
nication, he said the “callers have
claimed themselves to be a
group from the United Kingdom
and are calling from untraceable
numbers...”.

“All Advocates have been re-
ceiving such threatening calls,
which indicate that they want to
bring hatred, contempt and hostil-
ity todisrupt the governmentand
public peace and tranquility if the
Hon’ble Supreme Court hears the
PM security breach case,” he
wrote.

Asthana asked the northern
range of the Special Cell to inves-
tigate the matter following which
itlodged anFIR.

Amid Azaan row, police issue
notices to 300 religious places

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, APRIL 5

THE CITY police on Tuesday is-
sued notices to over 300 religious
places across the city, registered
cases and seized mics from sev-
eral places of worship over al-
legedly defying the Karnataka
High Court order over the pre-
scribed decibel levels even as sev-
eral Hindu outfits called for action
against mosques for using loud-
speakers during Azaan.

City Police Commissioner
Kamal Pant Tuesday said 301 reli-
gious places, including temples,
mosquesand churches, have been
issued notices in Bengaluru and
instructed to follow guidelines un-
der the Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board. Mics were seized
from several places which defied
the courtorder, he said. The police
will continue to monitor the pre-

scribed decibel levels, he said.

The High Court in September
2018 issued an order banning the
use of loudspeakers between 10
pm and 6amas per the guidelines
laid by the Supreme Court.

The police action comes after
a few Hindu groups launched
campaigns against the use of
loudspeakers during Azaan in
mosques. Sri Rama Sene chief
Pramod Muthalik on Tuesday
warned that if the government
failed to remove mics fromall the
city mosques, the outfitwould in-
tensify protests and sing bhajans
using mics in temples during early
morning to counter Azaan.

The police said the action was
taken as part of the awareness
drive against noise pollution. In
February, the south division po-
lice had issued notices to 11 reli-
gious places and warned them
against violating norms. The no-
tices were later withdrawn.

Rajasthan violence:
Town still under
curfew, both sides
count their losses

HAMZA KHAN
KARAULI,APRIL 5

THREE DAYS after communal vio-
lence broke out in Karauli, smoke
continues torise fromatleasttwo
burnt shops. All around are half-
burnt lac bangles, new bangles
still in their cases, a destroyed
mini-safe, a shop with its entire
first floor collapsed, and a large
contingent of police. With curfew
inplacestill,and Internetand SMS
services restricted, it is quiet.

That was not the case on April
2 evening. As per the FIR lodged
over the violence, by Karauli Police
Station SHO Rameshwar Dayal
Meena, starting 4 pm, a Shobha
Yatra to mark Nav Samvatsar, or
the Hindu New Year, was taken
out through the town by “400-
500 persons on 200-215 bikes”,
raising slogans such as Jai Shri
Ram. A vehicle with a DJ system
accompanied them playing songs
“of Hindu organisations.”

Asthey reached aMuslim lo-
cality near Masjid Maniharan,
they were pelted with stones
from rooftops, causing injuries
to the people on the bikes and
the policemen accompanying
them, police said. The FIR says
the stone-pelting appeared to be
“planned conspiracy”. Shops
were burnt, and about two
dozen persons were injured.

Local residents allege the
crowd raised incendiary slogans
such as “topi wala bhiJai Shri Ram
bolega (one wearing the skull cap
will also chant Jai Shri Ram)”.

A shop owner, who does not
want to be named, denies the al-
legation that the attack was
planned from their side. “If we
had done it, why would all of us
be sitting with our shops open?”

Those injured say stones
rained on themall of asudden. “It
led to a stampede, and a lot of us
were injured,” says Vipin Sharma.

The FIR names 37 people, in-
cluding local councillor Matloob
Ahmed, convenor Neeraj

Sharma who had applied for
permission for the rally, Sahab

Singh Gurjar, state president of
the Hindu Sena, and Rajaram
Gurjar, former Chairman of the
Municipal Council, Karauli.

Eyewitness and police offi-
cials told The Indian Express that
the rally, which started from
Karauli’s Ramdwara Adarsh
Vidyalaya, moved smoothly till
about Photta Kot Chowraha. At
Kharadian Mohalla, which also
houses Masjid Maniharan, the
stone-pelting started.

The FIR says stones were
pelted from the mosque, as well
as shops and homes, and that
about 100-150 people gathered
with sticks to confront the youth.

The youth left their bikes, and
gathered at the Photta Kot
Chowraha, where they attacked
shops, destroying and burning
them. The bikes left behind were
in turn burnt by the locals.

Around 35 shops were set on
fire or vandalised, a police offi-
cial said. These were mainly run
by Muslims. So far, 20 people
have been arrested while over 50
have been put under preventive
arrest. The latter includes those
found violating the curfew.

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
accused the BJP of vitiating the
atmosphere. Claiming that the
BJP was “already in election
mode in Rajasthan”, and urging
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
tocondemn the violence, Gehlot
asked why those taking out ral-
lies in the name of religion
needed to shout provocative slo-
gans or use DJs. “If you want to
take out a religious rally, who
would have stopped you?”

Former CM Vasundhara Raje
said that “to hide his failures, the
CM is levelling allegations
against top BJP leaders”, adding
that he should not “try to hide
the crimes of the rioters”.

A police official said:
“Apparently, some muscle-flex-
ing was going on from both sides
for some time. Moreover, as per
our initial feedback, there was
some ‘extra’ preparation by
some people on the rooftops. We
are still investigating.”

A damaged building in Karauli. Hamza Khan

No elections in sight, TN
CM hikes property tax

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL 5

ALMOST A year into its tenure
and with no elections scheduled
till the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, the
DMK government in Tamil Nadu
increased property tax in local
body areas from April 1.
Though recommendations
for the tax hike, including the
ones proposed in 2013, were de-
layed over the years or stopped
as previous governments re-
fused to make a move that could
be perceived as unpopular, the
MK Stalin administration took
the plunge with the aim of reviv-
ing the state’s economy and fi-

nances. The official statement
announcing the tax increase ex-
plained that it was necessary be-
cause of high inflation and a dip
in civic bodies’ revenue share.

Tamil Nadu's revised revenue
deficit for 2021-22 was Rs 55,273
crore asagainst Rs 58,692.68 crore
the previous fiscal. The latest
Budget hopes to reduce it further
toRs 52,781.17 crore by increasing
tax collection.

On Tuesday, the Opposition
AIADMK hit the streets across
the state, including in Chennai
and Trichy, in protest. Party coor-
dinator O Panneerselvam said at
arally in Chennai that the tax
hike was a violation of the DMK’s
poll promises.

Concerns over Puri heritage pr0]ect take pohtlcal turn as BJP, BJD trade fireworks

AISHWARYA MOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, APRIL 5

THE CONCERNS over the impact
of the ongoing Puri Heritage
Corridor project on the structural
safety of the 12th century
Jagannath Temple seem to have
turned intoa political slugfest be-
tween the principal Opposition
BJP and the ruling BJD in Odisha.
Raising the issue in the Lok
Sabha recently, the BJP’s
Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita
Sarangi alleged illegality in the im-
plementation of this ambitious
project being undertaken by the
Naveen Patnaik-led BJD govern-
ment. She also claimed that the

state government carried on with
its construction work in prohib-
ited areas near the Jagannath tem-
ple despite the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI)’s letter ask-
ing the government to “stop” it.
OnMonday, Sarangi, while re-
ferring to an ASI letter dated
February 5, 2022, to the Odisha
Bridge and Construction
Corporation (OBCC), whichis un-
dertaking the digging work close
to the temple’s boundary wall,
tweeted: “Archaeological Survey
of India has issued a letter to the
concerned authorities of Puri for
stopping work in the Prohibited
area (100 metres) of Jagannath
Temple, Puri. But work has not
stopped by the State Govt till now.

lllegal thisis! Isn't it time for all of
us to SAVE OURTEMPLE?”
However,during his visit to the
holy town Monday, Odisha Chief
Secretary Suresh Mohapatra said,
“The Srimandir Heritage Corridor
(Puri Heritage Corridor) project is
being undertaken for the benefit
of lakhs of devotees. I don’t think
there is any threat to the temple.”
The BJD hasrejected Sarangi’s
claims, asserting that there has not
beenaviolation of any law during
the implementation of the Puri
Heritage Corridor project. The rul-
ing party has maintained that the
project is being carried out in co-
ordination with the ASI.
TheBJD’s Puri MP Pinaki Misra
said, “The work is being carried

The project is envisaged to transform Puriintoan
international heritage site. Photo: Twitter/@Susanta29604062

out after getting an NOC from the
NMA (National Monument
Authority)and ASlisalsoa partof
the project.”

Taking a swipe at Sarangi,

Misra said, “Many people have a
crab mentality. Neither will they
do anything nor will they let any-
one else do anything.”

The rules under the Ancient

Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act
stipulate that the area within 100
metres of a protected monument
is prohibited for any new con-
struction unless the ASI and the
NMA give their clearance in spe-
cial cases.

For the Puri Heritage Corridor
project, the NMA has issued an
NOC to the state government for
the construction of a cloakroom,
ashelter pavilion, three toilets, an
electrical room and a pavement
within the 75-metre radius of the
temple. This is with regard to the
point that publicamenities donot
come under the definition of con-
struction as per the AMASR Act
and that the NMA has no objec-

New Delhi

tion if the project is being carried
out under the ASI's supervision.
Following its senior officials’
recent visit to the project site for
inspection, the ASI had shot off a
letter to the state government on
March 5, asking the authorities to
submit revised proposals for the
development of Heritage
Parikrama Corridors around the
temple. The ASI's letter stated that
as per their discussions with the
state officials over the heritage
corridor project, “The concept
plan of the state government aims
to provide amenities and beautify
the entire environs of the temple.
The proposed amenities are re-
quired for the devotees, it was
agreed that this may be allowed.”

The ASThas decided toworkon
the project’s design in coordina-
tionwith the state government so
that there is no visual impact on
themain temple. “One point of dis-
cussion was the proposed recep-
tion centre which is at a distance
of 75 metres from the temple (part
falls under the prohibited area).
The building is proposed to be
used to hold devotees before they
proceed to the main complex.
Given that this would be essential,
it was decided that the state gov-
ernment would consider options
to slightly move the building be-
yond 100 metres,” the letter said,
adding that moving the building
beyond 100 metres would be in
the interest of the temple’s safety:.
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CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.

MR AIBIR BT SUsHH) (A govt. of India Undertaking)
(L1 (<18 NSIC New MDBP Building, 2nd Floor, Okhla Indl. Estate (Opp. NSIC Okhla Metro Station), New Delhi-110020
TENDER NOTICE (E-TENDERING MODE ONLY)
Online open e-tender in Single Packet is invited for below work, only through e-tending
mode. The bid documents can only be downloaded after paying Rs. 1000/- through
online from the website. (www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL)

Tender No. CON/AREA-1/TKD/TECH/Transportation of materials/2021-22

Name of Work Transportation of Materials/Consumables from ICD/TKD & ICD/DADRI
to other terminals of CONCOR AREA-1 for a period of 02 YEARS.

Estimated Cost Rs. 24,96,965.63/- (Inclusive of all)

Completion Period 24 Months (As per section-IV Clause-|)

Earnest Money Deposit | As per section-I Clause-4.

Cost of Document* Rs. 1000/ inclusive of all taxes and duties through e-payment

Tender Processing Fee* | Rs. 1473.20/- through e-payment which is Non-refundable

Date of Sale (On Line) | From 06.04.2022 at 15:00 Hrs. to 20.04.2022 up to 16:00 Hrs.

Date & Time of = 121.04.2022 at 15:00 Hrs.

Date & Time of
Opening of Tender
* Though e-payment
CONCOR reserves the right to reject any or all the tender without assngnmg any
reasons thereof. for complete details login to www.tenderwizard. com/CC

Group General Manager/Tech (Area-1)

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General Public is hereby informed that
one girl (depicted in the photo)
namely Pooja D/o Sh. Jai Prakash R/o
H.No0.365, Munirka Village, New Delhi
Aged-22 Years has been reported
missing since 18.03.2022 from her
residence vide DD No.90A Dated
19.03.2022 registered at Police Station
Kishangarh, Delhi. Her physical
description is as under:-

Complexion: Shallow, Height: 52", Face: Round, Built:
Normal, Clothing: Chocolate Coloured suit, Black coloured
lower and slipper in feet.

Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing girl, may inform SHO, Kishangarh, Delhi at
E-mail : cic@chbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in Sdi-

Tele No. : 011-24368638 or 24368641 SHO, Kishangarh, Delhi

FAX No. : 011-24368639 Tel. 011-26510075

DP/1096/SW/2022 Mob.: 7065036264
Govt. of Jharkhand

@ Office of the Director

Ranchi Institute of Neuro-Psychiatry & Allied Suences
834006 (Ph.:2450303, 2450813)

22.04.2022 at 15:30 Hrs.

Kanke, Ranchi -
www.rinpas.nic.in, Director-rinpas@jharkhandmail.gov.in
& Directorrinpas@gmail.com

Letter no. 900, date 05/04/2022

E-tender notice No. DIR-01/04/2022-2023/Half-Way-
Home are invited in two bid system (Technical & Price Bid) through e-
tendring process only, from competent and eligibel agencies, for a
period of minimum one year.

Date on publication on website 11/04/2022
Pre-Bid Conference 13/04/2022, 11.30 A.M.
Date of start of Online Bid 16/04/2022

Submission
Last Date and time for
submission of Bids

07/05/2022, 17.00 P.M.

Opening of bidding
Tochnical Part “A” 12/05/2022, 11.30 A.M.
Note:- For further details, please visit website Sd:-
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Director,
’

RINPAS, Kanke, Ranchi

PR 267639 RINPAS(22-23).D

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

l\“laa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P.)

Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with for the
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall
be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The details
and conditions of all tenders are available on NOIDA Authority’s
official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
http://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites for
any changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

(A).

NS(;_ Job no/Work name AMOUNT

1 227/D(H)/DD(H)-11/20-21, D/o Park S/f Cost
Children Open Play Equipment Sector-48). | Rs. 40.62 Lacs

2 | 39/D(H)/DD(H)-11/2021-22, D/o Green Belt Cost
in Sector-75 & 117 With Five Year|Rs. 56.01 Lacs
maintenanace.

Which can be uploaded by date 13/04/2022 upto 5.00PM.
Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date 18/04/2022
at11.00A.M.

(B).
Nsé_ Job no/Work name AMOUNT
1 47/D(H)/DD(H)-111/20-21, M/o Park, Green Cost

Belt & RSP With 02 year maintenance in
Sector-92, Central verge Exp>H. Ways to
Metro Line Drain.

2 | 48/D(H)/DD(H)-111/2021-22, M/o Park &
Green Belt with 02 year maintenance in
Sector-93.

Which can be uploaded by date 20/04/2022upto 5.00PM.
Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date 21/04/2022
at11.00A.M.

Office
Sector - 39

Rs. 93.65 Lacs

Cost
Rs. 93.47 Lacs

Director (Hort.)
Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

Office of the Executive Engineer

Road Construction Department,
Road Division,Garhwa.
e-Procurement Notice
For National Competitive Bidding
e-Tender Reference No.: RCD/GARHWA/425/22-23
Date:-02.04.2022

1. Name of the work

Widening and
Strengthening/Reconstruction of N.H.-75
Lagma to Hasandag Tusar Road via
Karkoma ( Total Length-15.060 Km.)

Rs. 45,77,88,000.00 (Rupees Forty Five
crore Seventy Seven Lac Eighty Eight
thousand) only.

2a. Approximate Value of Work

b. Bid Security* Rs. 45,78,000.00 (Rupees Forty Five Lac
Seventy Eight Thousand) only.
3. Time of Completion 21 (Twenty One) Months.

02-05-2022, 12.00 Noon

18.04.2022, 11.30 AM.
Office of the Chief Engineer (Comm.),
R.C.D,, Ist Floor, Engineering Hostel No.-
2, Dhurwa, Ranchi -834004

4. | Last date/Time for receipt of bids

5. Date, Time & Venue of Pre-bid
Meeting

6. Date of Publication of Tender on

. 12-04-2022, 10.30 AM
website

Executive Engineer,
RCD, Road Division, Garhwa
Pin Code - 822114

06561-223543

7. | Name & address gf office Inviting
tender

8. | Contact no. of Procurement officer

9. | Helpline number of e-Procurement

0651-2401010
cell

Note :- The Bid Amount & Bid security will be decrease
or increase.

Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhand
tenders.gov.in

UCAN registration is mandatory for the bidders who are
already registered in appropriate class with road construction
department Govt. of Jharkhand. Eyecutive Engineer,

Road Construction Department,
Road Division,Garhwa.

PR267600 (Road)22-23*D

GOVERNMENT

OF TAMIL NADU

o=

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ""F_..
BUILDING ORGANIZATION OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

PWD., BUILDINGS (CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE, SALEM - 7.

PRE-QUALIFICATION APPLICATION AND PRICE TENDER

FORM OF CONTRACT : LUM

PSUM (TWO COVER SYSTEM)

TENDER NOTICE No.01/ 2022-23/SE/B(C&M)C/SLM, Dated : 04.04.2022
For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, the Superintending Engineer, PWD, Buildings (Construction and
Maintenance) Circle, Salem - 7 invites tender for the following work, at his office upto 3.00 P.M. on 11.05.2022 in two sealed
covers containing (i) Qualification details and EMD in a separate inner cover and (i) Price Tender Schedule in another
sealed cover and put into one common sealed cover from the experienced and competent contractors / firms as detailed

below. The tender schedule can be downloaded at

free of cost from the Govt. designated website (viz)

http:/lwww.tenders.tn.gov.in. The tender schedule will also be available in the Office of the Superintending Engineer,
PWD, Buildings (C&M) Circle, Salem-7, from 07.04.2022 to 10.05.2022 upto 5.45 pm. The tenders received will be opened
at3.30 P.M. on 11.05.2022, in the presence of the tenderers or their representatives who choose to be present at that time.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRA/

No.-JHS/TD/Draw.Se./Tender/Notice/149
E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (Traction Distribution) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for
and behalf of President of India invites sealed "Open Tender" through on Line
(E-Tendering) for the following work.

Date:02.04.2022

Description of work OHE Modification in connection of Proposed
construction of new ROB in between 1221/40-

42in JHS-GWL section of Jhansi division.

E-Tender No. JHS/TD/Tender/2022/01
Approx Cost 31976045.43
Earnest Money 339500.00

Date of closing Tender 27.04.2022 15:00 pm.

sl Approximate value | Amount of Earnest Period of
No' Name of Work of work including Money Deposit Completion
: G.S.T.(Rs. InLakhs) | in Rupees P
Construction of Permanent buildings for Government
1. | Law College and Hostels in Master Plan Complex of 8700.00 43,60,000 24 Months
Namakkal District.

Date of completion/period from| 06 Months
acceptance letter

Contractor class
EMD to be credited : The Executive Engineer, PW.D.,
Cost of tender schedule : Document cost : Rs.15000/- (+)

: Registered in Class | in State level / This Circle level (Above Rs.10.00 crore)

Buildings (C&M) Division, Namakkal
G.S.T. 12%: Rs.1800/-

Tender documents, are available in the following website and can also be downloaded at free of cost.
www.tenders.tn.gov.in. Any other details can be had from the Office of the Superintending Engineer, PWD, Buildings
(Construction and Maintenance) Circle, Salem - 636 007, during working hours. Any changes in tender condition will also be

published in website www.tenders.tn.gov.in.

DIPR/ 1687 /TENDER/2022

Superintending Engineer, PW.D,,
Buildings (C&M) Circle, Salem - 7.
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[Sub-rule (1

m 19
) of rule 27]

Declaration By Appropriate Government/Collector

[Under Sub-Section (1)

of Section 19 of the act]

GOVERNMENT OF UTTAR PRADESH
IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, UTTAR PRADESH
NOTIFICATION NO-1771
DATE- 16 March, 2022

Notifi

No. 1771/VIII-S.L.A.O./Amroha/2022-Whereas Preliminary Notification No.

18.09.2021 was issued under sub section

cation

1193 dated
(1) of section 11 of the rule Right to Fair

Compensation and Transparency in Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013, in respect of

3.0420 Hectares of land in Village Funderi,

Pargana Dhanaura, Tehsil Dhanaura, District

Amroha, is required for public purpose, namely, project MGC Stage Il Through Madhya Ganga
Canal Construction Division-15, Moradabad (Name of Requiring body) published on dated
December 04, 2021. The Deputy Collector/Assistant Collector Dhanaura was appointed as
Administrator for the purpose of Rehabilitation and Resettlement of the project affected families.
After considering the report of the Collector submitted in pursuance to provision under sub-
section (2) of the Section 15 of the Act, the Governor is pleased to declare under Section 19(1)
of the Act that he is satisfied that the area of the land mentioned in the given Schedule “A” is
needed for public purpose and the land to the extent of 0.00 Hectares in Village Funderi,
Pargana Dhanaura, District Amroha, as given in schedule “B” has been identified as the
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Area for the purpose of Rehabilitation and Resettlement of the

displaced families.

The Governor is future pleased under sub section (2) of section 19 of the Act, to direct the
Collector of Amroha to publish a summary of the Rehabilitation and Resettlement Scheme with
publication of the deceleration to this effect. The summary of the Rehabilitation and

Resettlement Scheme is attached herewith.

Schedule-A
(Land under proposed Acquisition)
District Tehsil Pargana Village Plot No. Area
(In hect.)
1 2 3 4 5 6
Amroha Dhanaura Dhanaura Funderi 2Mi 0.2155
3 0.7817
44 1.0000
45 0.3360
106 0.7088
Total 3.0420
Schedule-B
(Land Idenfified as Settlement Area for Displaced Families)
District Tehsil Pargana Village Plot No. Area Earmarked for
Rehabilitation
(In hect.)
1 2 3 4 5 6
Nil

Note-- A Plan of land may be inspected in the office of the Collector for the purpose of acquisition.

UPID-174585 Dt. 04.04.2022
WWW.up.gov.nic.in

(Sd.) ILLEGIBLE.,
Collector, Amroha

» Tender online can be submitted up to 15:00 hrs on 27.04.2022. » For full
details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website
www.ireps.gov.in

[f] North Central Railways

379/2022 V

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in  [¥] @CPRONCR

Govt. of Jharkhand

URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT
GARHWA NAGAR PARISHAD

E-Procurement Notice
E-Tender Reference No. : GNP/SBD-01/2022-23

Development of Bus Stand Sonpurwa
1 Name of the Work Garhwa under Garhwa Nagar Parishad
) ward No. 06
2,96,39,989.00 (Two Crore Ninety Six
2. Estimated Cost (Rs.) Lakh Thirty Nine Thousand Nine
Hundred Eighty Nine Rupees) Only
3. Tender Fee Rs. 25000.00 (Twenty Five Thousand
Only)
. . 296500.00 (Two Lakh Ninety Six
4 Bid Security (Rs) Thousand Five Hundred Rupees only)
3. Time of Completion 18 Months
6. Date of Publlcathn of Tender on 12.04.2022 up to 11:00 AM
Website
Last Date/Time for receipt of E- .
7. Tender on Website 30.04.2022 up to 5:00 PM
8. Date of Opening E-Tender 05.05.2022, Time: 11:00 AM
9 Name & Address of office Executive Officer, Nagar Parishad
) Inviting Tender Garhwa-822114
1o, | Contact No of E-Procurement 7903796154, 9110993449
officer
1. Helpline Number of E- 9113726492
Procurement cell
Last Date of receipt of hard copy .
12 cost of bid document & EMD. 02.05.2022 Up to 05:00 PM

Note: 1.Only e-Tender will be accepted.
2. Any change in BOQ can be seen on website http:/jharkhand
tenders.gov.in
3. Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhand
tenders.gov.in
4, ﬁl—gﬁﬂm DI UCAN Registration (up to date) P BT 3Telrs HRAT 3rferard
|
5. WIqH ERT 10% A B9 X o W UHIRAM & 9ag AfRfad s
1 I < B
(1) 10% ¥ 20% Below @ T 6T 20% T
(ii)zgg;jaﬁmaelowa%mﬁfmm%aﬁﬁaﬁwmwm

|
(i) T AT I & Whed WA 2146(S) fRFIE 00.09.2020 & HHY
UTIRIT SR X84
L ! Executive Officer
PR 267590 Urban Development(22-23).D Nagar Parishad Garhwa

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

Tender No. : T/Pub/GRC/2022/340, dated
04.04.2022. e-Tender is invited by Sr.
Divisional Engineer, South Eastern Railway,
Garden Reach, Kolkata-700043 for and on
behalf of the President of India for the
following work before 15.00 hrs. on the
date mentioned against items and will be
opened at 15.30 hrs. Description of
Work : Upgradation of Central Hospital
building under ADEN/Settlement,
S.E.Railway, Garden Reach. Tender
Value: % 1,88,19,348.91. Earnest Money:
% 2,44,100/-. Cost of Tender Document:
0.00. Completion period of the work :
06 (six) months. Date of opening : 28.04.
2022. Any change in tender schedule,
corrigendum, amendment, if any shall be
available on the e-tender portal only and
same will not be published in the news-
paper. Interested Tenderers may visit
website www.ireps.gov.in for full Details/
Description/specification of the Tenders
and submit their bids online. In no case
manual tenders for these works will be
accepted. N.B. : Prospective Bidders may
regularly visit www.ireps.gov.in to parti-
cipate in all tenders. Help Desk contact no.
033-2450-3783. (PR-009)
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v neardd e in

Jawaharlal Nehru Aluminium Research Development and Design Centre
(An Adenomous Body under Minlsiry of Mines, Govl, of Indla)

Amravati Road, Wadl, Magpar - 440 023,
(071 22070
Fifémr sw= Eo,/Hotice Inviting Tondor « April 2022

Cireclor, JMARDDE, Magpur, inviles onlne bids an E-Gam paral fram reputed firmss far the folkawing

BEEOAT200) Infrasineciure far
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wahsiewew jnarddo.govinar hitps:mkp.gem.gaw.in

The delzils are availabbs in ke tender documeant which will be aelable for doerioad from aur affice
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OFFICE OF THE RANCHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, RANCHI
{ENGINEERING SECTION}

KUTCHERY ROAD, RANCH], PIN - 834001

e-mail :- support@ranchimunicipal.com

LETTER No:-190/Eng

e-Procurement Notice

DATED:-02-04-2022

1. Name of Tender Inviting Officer :-Executive Engineer, RMC, Ranchi
2. Date of Publication of Tender on Website :-09-04-2022
3. Last date/Time for receipt of online bids :-09-04-2022 to 23-04-2022 Up to 5:00 PM
4. Last date/Time for receipt of EMD (Hard Copy) :-25-04-2022 Up to 1:00 PM
5. Date/Time of Opening bid :-26-04-2022 Up to 12:30 PM
6. Helpline number :-8825391957
l\?g Ward Approximate Barnest g:r?fjg: Period of
: No. Name of the Work value of work Money Document | completion
(Rs) (Rs) (Rs.)
Construction of RCC Drain at Dhela toli
different road in ward no-09,
Construction of drain near chesaire
home road in sarojni garden and main
road in ward no-09, Construction of
1 | 09/10 | RCC Drain with slab from sri lal ji house | 1,10,90,064/-| 2,22,000/-| 10000/- 270 Days
to sri R.N Sharma house at indraprasth
colony behind hanuman mandir in
ward no-09 and Construction of stone
masonry drain & paver block infront of
kokar post office under Ward No-10

PR 267624 (Ranchi Municipal Corporation) 22-23 (D)

1. As per guidelines issued by State Govt. of Jharkhand regarding MSY letter no 56, dt: 18/08/2020
for every schemes contractors have to work with enrolled registered labour of Ranchi Nagar
Nigam, Ranchi (as per govt. norms minimum wages applied).

Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Ranchi Municipal Corporation, Ranchi

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

New Delhi
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Martyr of CISF on 06th April

o i 3 7
SI/EXE KAPTAN BOIPAI CT/GD HOSHIYAR SINGH

CCL KARGALI CCL KARGALI
06-04-2007 06-04-2007

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-
hearts.On this day, they laid down their lives at the altar of duty
while fighting with LWE outfits. Their courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the force. The force
will remain eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.
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GUJARAT TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY
Chandkheda, Phone: 079-23267521/70
Ahmedabad - 382424, Gujarat. Fot et

Advertisement for
Postdoctoral Fellowship-2022

Gujarat Technological University invites applications from
motivated and potential candidates for one (1) postdoctor-
al position available in Biotechnology at School of Applied
Sciences and Technology (SAST). Selected PDF will be
eligible to draw a fellowship of INR 40000/- per month and
annual contingency of INR 50000/-. Last date of receiving
hard copies of the applications is 30/04/2022. For details
please refer to the Guidelines for Postdoctoral Fellowship

dated 04.04.2022 on the website
https://www.gtu.ac.in/Circular.aspx

Place : Ahmedabad Sd/-
Date :04/04/2022 Registrar

No.INF/ABD/25/2022

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice
Sr. Divisional Mechanical Engineer, Northern Railway, DEMU-Shed Shakurbasti; for
and on behalf of President of India, invites E-Tender for the under noted work.
GEM/2022/B/2079809, Date : 31.03.2022
Hiring of 02 Nos. Vehicles (SUV's/Pickup van type for
transportation of man power and materials) on monthly
basis for DEMU-Shed, Shakurbasti for a period of three
years.
Approximate Cost
Earnest Money

Completion period of the work

Tender No.

Name of work

< 41,42,015.89 including GST @ 18%
< 82,840/-
03 years
%0.00 (Vide Rly. Bd. letter no. 2020/CE-I/CT/3E
GCC/Policy 30.12.2020)
15.04.2022 13:00 hrs.
15.04.2022 13:30 hrs.
Above tender is available on GeM
(Government e Marketplace) website
i.e. www.gem.gov.in w.e.f. 31.03.2022
739/2022

Cost of tender document

Bid End Date / Time
Bid Opening Date/Time
Website particulars where
complete details of tender
can be seen
No.: 258740DSLSSB Dt.: 01.04.2022
Serving Customers With A Smile

Post: New Forest,
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

NORTHERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM

In reference to tender notice no. 179-C/PCET/102/I/Reserve Price dated 21.03.2022
regarding tender for leasing of Parcel Cargo Express Train from Sanehwal to Bhanga
and back to Sanehwal on round trip, published in newspapers on 22.03.2022, following
changes have been made:

Due to administrative reasons, the tender document is being withdrawn and revised
tender document is being uploaded on official website for E-tendering i.e.

NIT No. 36-484 & 37-164/2021-22/Head/Engineering Cell/Civil

www.ireps.gov.in

revised tender document.

All the prospective bidders are advised to note accordingly and submit their bids as per

No. 179-C/PCET/102/l/Reserve Price Dated : 05.04.2022

747/2022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us on W @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of

S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(through https://ireps.gov.in)

CAO (Construction), S.C.Railway,
Secunderabad invites e-tender on
behalf of the President of India for the
following work

PUB/0310/22

NIT No 26-CAO-C-SC- 2022
Date:01.04.2022 Name of work: SCR
Construction Organization- Kazipet-
Balharshah section- Proposed 3rd line
between Balharshah and Kazipet
stations- Supplying and Stacking of
machine crushed clean, hard,angular
and durable stone Ballast for Railway
track along the side of proposed 3rd
line alignment for the balance quantity
from Bisugirsharif to Kazipet
stations(excl. Bisugirsharif station) &
at Cut and Connection locations
between Potkapalli and Bisugirsharif
stations. Details: Estimated Cost:
Rs. 4,43,12,451.00 EMD: Rs.
3,71,600.00 Completion Period: 06
Months. Date of Opening: 25-04-
2022 at15.00 hrs.

NIT No 27-CAO-C-SC- 2022
Date:01.04.2022 Name of work: SCR
Construction Organization- Guntur-
Guntakal section- Proposed
construction of Major Bridges with
PSC Girders of Spans varying from
12.20m to 20.13 with Open
foundations including Earthwork in
approaches, Casting, Transportation
of 9.15m and 6.10m PSC slabs with
Ballast Retainers for Major and minor
bridges, execution of bridge Protective
works and Other Miscellaneous works
from Km. 121.00 to Km. 216.00 i.e.,
between Donakonda and
Diguvametta stations (Balance
works). Estimated Cost: Rs.
32,43,56,280.65 EMD: Rs.
17,71,800.00 Completion Period: 12
Months. Date of Opening: 25-04-
2022 at15.00 hrs.

NIT No 28-CAO-C-SC- 2022
Date:01.04.2022 Name of work: SCR
Construction Organization- SC-
Mudkhed section- Proposed
Construction of Road Over Bridge No.
483/C as 1 x 42.00m clear span bow
string steel girder for 4 lane traffic (4
lane on cost sharing) and proposed
limited height RUB No. 483/D of size
1x 4.00m x 2.75m RCC Box for
elimination of LC No. 193 at Km 465/5-
6 between Dichpalli and Nizamabad
stations. Details: Estimated Cost:
Rs. 15,48,68,043.50 EMD: Rs.
9,24,400.00 Completion Period: 12
Months. Date of Opening: 25-04-
2022at15.00 hrs.

i) For bid document and other details,
please login to website
https://ireps.gov.in.
ii) The above tenders are exempted
from Earnest Money Deposit. Hence,
bid documents to be submitted as per
the format given in the documents of
the schedule. It is mandatory
document.
iii) Tenderers can submit their offers
online during tender submission
period which is the fifteen days period
prior to closing of tender.
iv) Tenderers should watch for any
corrigenda (issued online only) up to
the date of commencement of the
tender submission period.

Chief Administrative Officer/Const./
A0436 Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
https://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE

(Indian Council of Forestry Research & Education)

Dehradun - 248006, Uttarakhand

The Head, Engineering Cell, FRI, Dehradun invites on behalf of Director, FRI Dehradun
online item rate bids from approved and eligible contractors of CPWD, MES, Railways, P&T,
State PWD & other Govt. and Semi-Govt. Departmentincluding local bodies etc.

Sl. Name of work Estimated | Earnest| Tender Time of Last date
No. cost Rs. | Money fee completion| andtime
Rs. Including of online
GST Rs. submission
of the bid
1. [Civil repair works in Bungalow No. Type| 9,54,475/- | 19,100/- 590/- 60days | 12.04.2022
V1/14 Beeson Road at FRI. (New allotment). up-to
(TenderID No. 2022_ICFRE_682172_1) 3.00PM
electrical work in Bungalow No. Type VI/14
2. Beeson Road at FRI. (New allotment). 3,22,000/- | 6,500/- 590/- 30days 12.04.t2022
(Tender ID No. 2022_ICFRE_682182_1) ;B%;M

The tender forms and other details can be ob
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. and www.fri.res.in.

Head, Engineering Cell, Facilities & Services Division,
Forest Research Institute, Dehradun

tained from the website

U.P. STATE BRIDGE CORPORATION LIMITED

Setu Bhawan,16 Madan Mohan Malviya Marg, Lucknow (UP)
:0522-2207442 Email: procurementupsbeltd@gmail.com

Letter No. 0911271 MBC/2022-23 Date: 04 -04-2022
E-Tender Notice
E-tenders are invited from the interested bidders for
supply of Prestressing Materials (Anchorages &
Sheathing) on rate contract basis upto 31-07-2022.
Online bid submission closing date : 18-04-2022
upto 5:00 PM, Online Techno-Commercial Bid
(along with hard copy) opening date : 19-04-2022 at
01:00 PMonwards.
For more details of tender pl. visit :
https:/fetender.up.nic.in &
www.bridgecorporationltd.com

Ravi, Dy. Project (M)

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-III, DELHI
4™ FLOOR JEEVAN TARA BUILDING
PARLIAMENT STREET, NEW DELHI: 110001
Notice under Section 19 (4) of the Recovery of
Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act.
1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts
Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993).

In the Matter of
0.A. No. 30/2021

Karnataka Bank Ltd. Applicant
Vs

M/S NEW WORLD ENTERPRISES
AND ORS Defendants

D-1. M/S New World Enterprises (Through lts
Partners Mr. Mhd. Sami and Mr. Mhd.
Sallauddin) D21/9, Gali No. 5, Vijay Colony, New
Usmanpur, New Delhi-110053

D-2. Mr. Mohd. Sami s/o Mr. Mohd. Rafi, R/O
House No. 1544, Gali Kotana, Suiwalan
Daryaganj, Delhi-110002

D-3. Mr. Mohd. Sallauddin s/o Late Mr. Mohd.
Phool Hassan, R/O 33-A, Block-A 1, Gali No. 9,
Chankaya Place, Part-1, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
110059

Whereas the above named applicant has
Instituted a case against you and whereas
it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you
in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is
given by advertisement directing you to
make appearance in this Tribunal
02.05.2022 at10.30 A.M.

Take notice that in case of your failure to
appear on the above mentioned day
before this Tribunal, the case will be heard
and decided in your absence. Due to
ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the
matters will be taken up through
Video Conferencing and for that
Purpose: (i) All the Advocates/ Litigants
shall download the “Cisco Webex”
application/software; (ii) “Meeting ID”
and “Password” for the next date of
hearing qua cases to be taken by
‘Registrar/ Recovery Officer-I / and
Recovery Officer-I shall be available one
day prior to the next date at DRT Official
Portal i.e. “drt.gov.in” under the Public
Notice Head. (iii) In any exigency qua
that, the Advocates/ Litigants can contact
the concerned official at Phone No.
23748469.

Given under my hand and seal of the
Tribunal on this the 21st day of March
2022.

By Order Of The Tribunal
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& Power Corporatian Limited

Wis pPspeL

Regd Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, (Patiala)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact Number: 0164-2756446)
Tender Enquiry No. 303/GHTP/C&I/M&I/M-112/Vol. 1 Dated: 04.04.2022
Dy Chief Engineer/ C and | Circle, GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat invites

E-Tenders for the work of Routine/ Preventive, Breakdown and Shutdown
Maintenance of C and | Equipments/Instruments, Measurement and Interlock
System, Annunciation System, Flue Gas Analyzers, Steam and Water Analysis
System etc. installed at 2X210MW Stage-l and 2X250MW Stage-Il, Guru
Hargobind Thermal Plant (GHTP), Lehra Mohabbat, Distt. Bathinda, Punjab as
per details in the tender specification for a period of one year.

For detailed NIT & Tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.pun-
jab.gov.in from 06.04.2022 from 11.00 A.M. onward.
NOTE: Corrigendum(s) and/or addendum(s), if any, will be published online at
https:/eproc.punjab.gov.in. GHTP-12/22 13312/Pb

EHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

(Power Wing)
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MAHARASHTRA METRO RAIL CORPORATION LTD.

(A joint venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of Maharashtra)
(Nagpur Metro Rail Project)
“Metro Bhavan”, VIP Road, Near Dikshabhoomi, Ramdaspeth,
Nagpur-440010. E-mail : md.nmrcl.tenders@gmail.com
Website : www.mahametro.org

Tender Notice No. N1-1T-07/2022  Dt. 04.04.2022

Name of work : Procurement, Supply, Installation, Testing, Integration,
Commissioning and Support of Integrated Real time Enterprise Asset
Management System & Advance analytics for Operation &
Maintenance of Maharastra Metro Rail Corporation Limited projects.
Cost of Documents : INR 47,200/- (inclusive of GST).

Interested Bidders may visit MAHA-METRO Website:
www.mahametro.org for NIT and download the bid documents for
further details regarding the tender, from e-tender portal
https://mahametrorail.etenders.in from 16.00 Hrs on 12.04.2022 to
16.00 Hrs on 04.05.2022. Executive Director/Procurement

By

@

NAGPUR METRO

%z RajCOMP Info Services Limited (RISL)

C-Block, 1st Floor, Yojana Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur.

RISL invites ebids from the eligible bidders for the following:

NIB No./ Date/ Particulars Estimated |Startofsale
Unique bid no. Cost/EMD /Lastdate
8799/31.03.2022| RFP Interior Works of the premises Rs.2.45Cr./ |02.04.2022
(RIS2223WSOB | inJeevan Nidhi-I Building, Jaipur Rs.4.90Lacs |18.04.2022
00001)

EEFZLY OO ER G IEGR Maha-Metro, (Nagpur Metro) )

WESTERN RAILWAY

VARIOUS GCONSTRUCTION
WORKS

Deputy Chief Engineer
(Construction) 1l, Western Railway,
Opposite Indore Railway Station,
Near Patel Bridge, Indore (MP) -
452001, invites e-tender for following
work : E-tender Notice No :
IND/DINL/DY.CE/C/11/98 date
04.04.2022, Two Packet System.
Name of work : Balance work of

SIH 16.04.2022 BT AT 5:00

L

Ff 1 A

Distt.- Hapur.

1. | Providing & Fixing Signage Board at I.A. Masoorie Gulawathi Road,

2. | Constuction of Roads, Drain & Culvert at |.A. Loni Road Site-2 (Plot
No. VL-3, VL-3/1 to VL-3/6), Distt.-Ghaziabad

o ol ] Earthwork & Blanketing in
19.06 embankment / cutting in formation
of new BG line including yards,

12.46 bridge approaches etc.,
Construction of bridge work

3ifbd Y | T A DI B QY TN
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(Major/Minor -foundation, sub
structure and super structure) as
per Railway’s approved Design
and Drawing, carting of steel
girder component, construction of

B | fAfder el v fawor g ot

In this regard FIR/DD No.

Colony,
inform undersign.

ppeal for ldentification

General public is hereby informed
that one lady Name: Unknown,
D/o: Unknown, Rl/o: Unknown,
Age: 45 Yrs. (About), Height: 5',
Sex: Female, Complexion:
Shallow, Injury Marks: No external
injury found, ID Marks: One chain
type tattoo over the neck,
' Wearing: Light Colour Kurta &
Pink Pajami, Place of Recovery:
Found dead at Under flyover, red
light Sarai Kale Khan, New Delhi.

has been lodged at Police Station, Sun Light
Delhi. Any clue come to notice please

P.S. Sun Light Colony, Delhi
pP/72/SE2022 Ph.: 011-26347482, 26348324

Retaining/ Boundary/Toe wall,
supply & spreading of machine
crushed stone ballast, Laying and
linking of BG track for Main
line, loop lines and Points &
Crossing etc. in sectionl/yards,
Transportation of P.Way materials,
Welding of Rails, and other
incidental miscellaneous works
etc. between Tihi (including)-
Gunawad (including) section
(32.65 KM) in connection with new
BG line project between Dahod-
Indore of Ratlam Division -
Western Railway. Approximate
cost of work : ¥ 143,88,31,598.55.
EMD : ¥ 73,44,200/-. Date and
Submission of bid and opening :
Submission : 28.04.2022 upto 15.00
Hrs. Date and time of opening of
Technical Bid : 28.04.2022 at 15.30
Hrs. Website particulars, Notice
Board location where complete
details of tender can be seen
& address of the office :
www.ireps.gov.in & the above office
address. 0003

Like us on : [F@lfacebook.com/WesternRly

47A, Dated: 29.03.2022

SHO

e-Procurement Cell

JHARKHAND STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

CORPORATION LTD., RANCHI

Short Term e-Procurement Notice

Date : 05/04/2022

VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RA

NIT No. 736 /TC-T/CGRRDA/2022,

Chhattisgarh Rural Roads Development Agency

E-Procurement Tender Notice

Chief Engineer (Tender Cell), CGRRDA, Raipur on behalf of Governor of Chhattisgarh invites bids in
electronic tendering system for Vendor for Supply, Installation, Operation and Maintenance of GPS
enabled Vehicle Tracking System in Key machinery and equipment engaged during execution of road
works under PMGSY III and onwards project in CG State, for different districts of Chhattisgarh as per
B.0.Q. from the eligible Suppliers / Firms registered with unified registration system (e-registration) for
the works mentioned below. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement:

IPUR (C.G.)

Dated 04/04/2022

equipment engaged during execution of
road works under PMGSY III and
onwards project in CG State.

S. |NIT Work Name Estimated Amount|  pjgtricts | Rate invited

No | No (Rs. in Lakhs)

01 |736 |Vendor for Supply, Installation, Operation Total Cost For all Item rate
and Maintenance of GPS enabled Vehicle| Rs 221.00 Lacs. Districts of Tender
Tracking System in Key machinery and Chhattisgarh

online and should be submitted online in https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in.

notice section of this website.

32035

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is available

register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have a
valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities.

Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on our website https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
from 07.04.2022 from 5:00 PM & onwards. In future any related corrigendum would be seen in the

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (Tender Cell)
Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency
Civil Lines, Raipur (C.G.)
E-mail : pmgsyrc4 @yahoo.co.in

The bidder would be required to

Details can be seen on the websites http:/risl.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://doitc.rajasthan.gov.in. Bids are to be submitted through http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/22/134 Technical Director (Civil & Electrical)

SEARCH FOR MISSING MALE

General Public is hereby informed that
one male (depicted in the photo)
namely Mohammad S/o Hamood Nazi
Mohsen R/o H.No.G-67, Lajpat Nagar-
II, New Delhi Aged-29 Years has been
reported missing from the area of P.S.
Lajpat Nagar, South-East Distt. Delhi
vide DD No. 15-A Dated 28.01.2022
registered at Police Station Lajpat
Nagar, Delhi. His physical description is
asunder:-

Complexion: Wheatish, Height: 5'6", Built: Thin, Wearing:
Black coloured jacket, black coloured t-shirt, black coloured
trouser and white coloured shoes in feet.

Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing male, may inform SHO, Lajpat Nagar, Delhi at E-mail :
cic@cbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in Sd)-
Tele No. : 011-24368638 or 24368641 SHO, Lajpat Nagar, Delhi

Mohammad

FAX No. : 011-24368639 Tel.: 011-29838945, 29832456

DP/46/SE/2022 Mob.: 8750870927
PROCLAMATION RE
A\PPEARANCE OF A PE

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Kamal Singh S/o Sh. Pratap Singh, R/o Begabonds
Company Bagh, Chandni Chowk, Delhi has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
208/2020 U/s 356/379/411/34 IPC & 25/54/59 A. Act, P.S.
Lahori Gate, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said Kamal Singh cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said Kamal Singh has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Kamal
Singh of FIR No. 208/2020 U/s 356/379/411/34 IPC &
25/54/59 A. Act, P.S. Lahori Gate, Delhiis required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before
01.07.2022.

By Order

Ms. Neha Gupta Singh
Metropolitan Magistrate
Central Room No. 286,

DP/2119/N/2022(Court Matter) Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED
A Tata Power and Delhi Government Joint Venture

TaTapower-poL Regd. Office : NDPL House, Hudson Lines, Kingsway Camp, Delhi 110 009

Tel : 66112222, Fax : 27468042, Email : TPDDL @tatapower-ddl.com
CIN No. : U40109DL2001PLC111526, Website : www.tatapower-ddl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS Apr 06, 2022

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per following details:
Estimated iability| Last Date & Time
Tender Enquiry No. o [Avalabtt | of Bid Submission/
Work Description Date and time of
P (Rs.) | Document Opening of bids
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001401/22-23 | 14 02 Crs/ 27.04.2022:1300 Hrs
Construction of EV Switching 9,00,000 06.04.2022 27042022;1330 Hrs
Sub-Stations
CORRIGENDUM / TENDER DATE EXTENTION
Tender Enquiry No. Previously | Revised Due Date & Time
Work Description Published of Bid Submission/ Date
Date & time of opening of bids
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001389/21-22 08.04.2022 at 1600 Hrs/
Rate Contract for Supply of 1000 kVA 09.03.2022 08.04.2022 at 1630 Hrs
Distribution Transformers
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001394/21-22 13.04.2022 at 1700 Hrs/
RC for SITC of Battery Bank and Battery 10.03.2022 13.04.2022 at 1730 Hrs
Charger for various Grids in TPDDL
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001382/21-22 18.04.2022 at 1700 Hrs/
RC for SITC of 6 nos. of EV Switching 01.03.2022 18.04.2022 at 1730 Hrs
Sub Stations (Electrical part)
Complete tender and corrigendum document is available on our
website www.tatapower-ddl.com—sVendor Zone —> Tender / Corrigendum Documents
Contracts - 011-66112222

FTdIelE §—ffder dwar— 11 /2022—23 / fofdodo /#va, fagga
fIavoT @vs YoM, e & I IUEvE g, WATgR & HRi
g # o i a¥ 2022-23 & oA 33 /11 ddl fdgd
IUPE FUNTYRA-YH ¥ UIfd gd AfiRa 11 &dl T JTs

3iTeNfiTe UIeds ST T 100 TARR MR 33 /11 o641 fIgd Sua=s
SEMRA-fada @ g 11 ad ereier ofeife dwe W
RIHIIRT B ¥ STeddTeld g—raar fa @ =it & R
http://etender.up.nic.in W YHIRIT fawm 127 7 | F1F @ QOT HReA
P @y 30 T § 1 d=ffa T g exisx IR 9 2000.00
2| oifamsa Afder w1 &1 siftm fafYr fHe 20.04.2022 (12:00
o qP) B | 3reudlel™ I—faer d@m— 12 /2022—23 / f3ofdowo
7o, faga fadwer e yom, RS & oid SUWUE A, WS
ord & F Ao Wi 99 2022—23 @ 3T 33 /11 Bl
Iybg BIOIYR W AR @I &R yorrell YuR & HRf ud|
Fd] fIEa S AR didbe—q & IR gRacdel &
e $ forg dfve dax efid wve 2 SfeudTee s—Mfdar
AT &Y WA & Y http://etender.up.nic.in T YHIRIT famar
T F | PR BT YO AR @1 @ 30 R ¥ w=f e &g
ERIEY VI3 B9 2300.00 T | 3iHarsd ffaer == @ sifow faf
fRTE 20.04.2022 (12:00 T TH) T | VBT §—AIQT HEAT—
13 /202223 / faofdowo /#Rs, faga faoror @vs WM, S &

SN

SI. | Tender Reference Work Name Amount in | Completi |Call | Advt. PR.
No No. (Rs) on Time | No. No.
Construction of 5000 MT Capacity 15
1 |JSBCCL/01/2022-23 Cold Storage at Ramgarh District 11,32,62,468/- Months 2nd | 264674
Construction of Degree College at 12 e
2 |JSBCCL/02/2022-23 Gandeya, Giridih 12,48,83,823/- Months Ist
Construction of Degree College at 12
3 |JSBCCL/03/2022-23 Jugalsalai, East Singhbhum District. 13.85,10.2001-1 o | 18t
4 Construction of Degree College at 12
JSBCCL/04/2022-23 Baratanr, Jama, Dumka District. 12,86,44,522/- Months Ist
Infrastructure of State Pharmecy 09
5 [JSBCCL/05/2022-23 Institute, Baraiatu, Ranchi 3,42,89,759/- Months Ist
Proposed Beautification work of 09
6 [JSBCCL/06/2022-23 Giridih College, Giridih under 3,99,30,680/- Ist
) . . . Months
Vinoba Bhave University, Hazaribag
7 | Date of Publication of Tender on Website | 19.04.2022 at 11:00 AM
8 | Start Date of Submission of Bids 19.04.2022 at 11:00 AM CEINEES
9 | Last Date/Time of Submission of Bids 10.05.2022 at 05:00 PM
10| Last Date/Time of Submission of Bid 10.05.2022 upto 11:30 AM
Security Money and Tender Fee
11 | Date/Time of opening of Bid 12.05.2022 at 12:00 PM
12 | Name & Address of office Inviting tender| e-Procurement Cell,
Jharkhand State Building Construction Corporation Ltd., Ranchi.
13 | Helpline Number of e-procurement Cell | 0651-2446259
14| e-mail ID jsbeeljharkhand@gmail.com

Any change can be seen on Website http:/ Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.
Any other information can be seen on http:// Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.

PR.NO.267604 Jharkhand State Building Construction Corp. Itd.(22-23):D

Sd/-

Nodal Officer
e-Procurement Cell
Jharkhand State Building Construction

Corporation Ltd., Ranchi.

A SUWUS YA, NI IS b B & H o e af
202223 & T 33 /11 Bl A UG FREH ¥ T
AR § HoAI0aME0 e & U wnfyd srfenRa 100
FdIY aRade @1 eFagfe 250 BAY B Bq TTHTel s—Hfaar
MA@ WA 7 R http://etender.up.nic.in W YHIRIT fam
T B | B B Ul e @l eafy 30 faT ¥ wwefia ffaer =g
eRIER IRT $UY 200000 B | 3iFemsa Ffder w=° @ sifow fafd]
e 20.04.2022 (12:00 1 Th) 2 | AUBIAT (IS Hem—
14 / 202223 / faofdoo /#Rs, figa famwr wve wem, wRs @&
I SUEUS Y, INTIT IS B BRI & H e ™= 9y
2022—23 & G 33/11 Pdl [P SuS= gREN I 9T
T WRATgR H wfd AfoRa 100 @y uRadd @t emdargfs 250
3G ercudreid -l omfa @ T & RN
http://etender.up.nic.in TR YHIRIT faar 17 & | HTF B qUT BRA
1 3Ef 30 faT ®1 |=fia fifaeT 8 e”ieR AIRT ST 2000.00
R farga fAfaer w=xa & sifom ffr fRF1e 20.04.2022 (12:00
ol @) 7| Bl /ARl @) e A, Afder e g s
frm ud od -ffaeT didd R Sueier 2| sreiewder o fae
PRI AR TG ST g &1 &1 AffeR B8R |
fFgiRa i & faar don gfe 7= 9 wwfua gEen afe a8
BT, B JETSe R STell SRR | 3 W BT JUST W@ B
fory S dedse @ i W | Ry R A el =R’
refieror srfiaar faga AR @) AT 1800—180—3002 W < | fagld
ooy Aved-—ARs | um  wW®&n  2208—fdofdoHo /Wxe
A i®—05.04.2022
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The Rajapaksa clan in Sri

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
NEW DELHI,APRILS

THE RAJAPAKSA family, whose members in-
clude SriLanka’s Prime Minister and President,
hails from Hambantota district in the south.
President Gotabaya Rajapaksaand his brothers
Chamal,PM Mahinda, and Basil are third-gen-
eration politicians, while the fourth generation
isrepresented by Mahinda and Chamal’s sons
Namal, Yositha and Shashindra.

In South Asia, no other political dynasty has
been as confidently nepotistic. During
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s second term as President
from 2010-15, there were said to be more than
40 Rajapaksa family members in government
posts, apart from the cabinet. Many of them
faced enquiries for financial fraud after
Mahinda’s government was voted out. Basil,
whois also a US citizen, was arrested, and his
wife and eldest daughter were questioned.

Under the leadership of Gotabaya and
Mahinda, the Rajapaksa clan has taken charge
of 11 ministries. Other family members have
beenaccommodated in the PM and President’s
secretariat. Atleast one holds adiplomatic post
as consul general in Los Angeles.

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

PRESIDENT, PMAND A FAMILY RULING FOR 2 DECADES

B | ".
il
!&'ﬂﬂ - m--—

N
.
Mahinda Gotabaya
Prime Minister President

I
&

, Gandani  Preethi Kamala
= 1 bt - (Cousin of
k" h : Lalith P Chandradasa le:llgda
. (Preethi'shusband)
Chamal Basil Consul-general at Gotabaya)
Minister Minister

Los Angeles

Prasanna

Namal Yoshitha Shashindra Nipuna JaliyaWickramasuriya ) .
Minister Chief of Staff to PM Minister Ranakawa Former Amabassador Wickramasuriya
MP toUS Former Army officer
The beginnings Minister. A founding member of the Srilanka  tion in 1959, his wife Sirimavo took charge.

In the country’s first parliament, to which
elections were held in the months before Sri
Lanka’sindependence in February 1948, there
were two Rajapaksas. One of them was the fa-
ther of the present President and Prime

(= 2 VAJIRAM & RAVI
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9-B, Bada Bazar Marg, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi - 110060, Ph: 011-41007500;
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Freedom Party (SFLP), Don Alwin Rajapaksa
was a two-time parliamentarian. At the time,
the party was in the hands of another found-
ing member, the Oxford-educated SWR D
Banadaranaike, scion of a wealthy family from
the outskirts of Colombo. After his assassina-

Mahinda & Gotabaya

When Chandrika Kumaratunga inherited
the leadership of the SLFP from Sirimavo
Bandaranaike in 1994, Mahinda Rajapaksa had
already spentover two decadesin politics. But

anka politics

he was no challenge to Kumaratunga's leader-
ship, biding his time as a cabinet minister dur-
ing her two terms as President. Other family
members were in politics too, notably elder
brother Chamal and cousin Nirupama.

His candidacy in the 2005 presidential
election came after Kumaratunga stepped
down from politics. Mahinda’s determined
bid for amilitary defeat of the LTTE was led by
his defence secretary, Gotabaya. After the 2009
victory in which thousands of Tamil civilians
were killed or went missing, there was no
looking back for the Rajapaksas. Led by the
brothers, Sri Lanka embarked on a militarisa-
tion of the Sinahalese-Buddhist majority. That
was also when Mahinda inducted two score
and more family members into various posi-
tions. There was large-scale corruption.
Journalists began to fear for their lives after the
killing of Sunday Leader editor Lasantha
Wickrematunge.

That was also when the Rajapaksas em-
braced China — Beijing had been a friend from
the days of Sirimavo — for a huge infrastruc-
ture push. The Hambantota port was inaugu-
rated in 2011, the country was connected by
new Chinese built expressways, and, in 2014,
aChinese submarine stopped over at Colombo

port, setting alarm bells ringing in New Delhi.

India’s insistence on a political solution for
the Tamils got little traction in Colombo, and
the DMK's presence in the UPA meant the then
government took an unfriendly stand at the
UN Human Rights Council. When Mahinda
was defeated in the 2015 presidential elections,
he would blame it on India’s R&AW. His bid to
become PM failed when the fractured SLFPlost
the parliamentary election.

The comeback & now

Mahinda began his comeback with local
elections in 2018. President Mathripala
Sirisena, fearful of Mahinda’s return, sacked
PM Ranil Wickremesinghe and appointed
his old boss Mahinda as PM. The new
arrangement did not last, but
Wickremesinghe stepped down a few
months after being reinstated. Mahinda
formed a caretaker government.

Gotabaya won the 2019 presidential elec-
tion hands down. Mahinda won the parlia-
mentary election in mid-2020 with a two-
thirds majority. But their government failed to
anticipate the severity of the crisis. From the
heights of popularity, the Rajapaksas are now
staring at the nadir of their political careers.

The civilian massacre in Bucha

Following the withdrawal of Russian troops, more than 300 bodies have been found in a Kyiv suburb,
some with their hands tied, flesh burned, and shot in the back of the head. There is global outrage.

MIRAPATEL
MUMBAI, APRIL S

PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY ac-
cused Russian troops of committing “the most
terrible war crimes” since World War Ilin an
address to the UN Security Council on Tuesday
asoutrage swept through Western capitals at
what appeared to be incontrovertible evi-
dence of grisly civilian massacres in Ukrainian
areas vacated recently by Russian forces.
Until Tuesday;, officials had counted bod-
ies of at least 410 civilians in towns around
Kyiv, where Russian and Ukrainian forces
battled from February 27 until the beginning
of April when, as the invaders withdrew, ev-
idence of likely war crimes began to emerge.

The massacres in Bucha

The grimmest discoveries have been
made in a Kyiv suburb called Bucha, a town
located about 25 km to the northwest of the
capital, which had an estimated population
of around 36,000 before the invasion began.
More than 300 bodies have been found in
the town, some with their hands bound, flesh
burned, and shot in the back of the head.

Satellite images from mid-March that are
now available show streets strewn with
corpses,and many of the bodies seen by jour-
nalists in the past couple of days appear to
have lainin the open for weeks. Corpses have
been found in a shallow mass grave ina church
compound, and officials have said five bodies
with their hands tied lay in the basement of a
children’s sanatorium that was used by the
occupiersasa “torture chamber” for civilians.

The discoveries have drawn comparisons
with the killings of civilians in this area during
World War II. Between the First Battle of Kyiv
(partof Hitler’s Operation Barbarossa that be-
ganinJune 1941)and the Second Battle of Kyiv
(end-1943) when the Red Army started to
pushback the Germans from Ukraine, the area
around the Ukrainian capital, including Bucha,
saw the “Holocaust by bullets” during which
an estimated 1.5 million people, mostly Jews,
were shot dead at close range.

Low-ranking Nazi einsatzgruppen para-
militaries roaming the occupied territory
randomly murdered civilians in homes and
streets — atrocities that were recalled in
news reports 80 years later as bodies were
found lying next to bicycles, on pavements,

Emerging from pandemic, need

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

RAJESH M
PARIKH

OVER THE past two years, viruses have been
typecast as detrimental to our existence, and
we have projected ourselves as innocent vic-
tims of their ruthlessness. If we could, we
would confer a heap of Nobel Prizes on any-
one who accomplishes the total annihila-
tion of viruses. This, however, would be a fa-
tal error — far more lethal than any potential
variant of Sars-CoV2 or even Ebola.

Viruses everywhere

Earth hasan estimated 10 nonillion (10to
the 31st power)viruses, enough to give one to
every star in the universe 100 million times
over.In comparison, there are less than 8 bil-
lion of us. We occupy microscopic space amid
them; they generally tolerate our presence.

Viruses have existed for 3.5 billion years
prior to humans. They permeate every part
of the natural world, lurking in soil, seawater,
and drifting through the atmosphere. Almost
all of them are harmless to humans, and
many perform important functions in our
ecosystem’s maintenance. Only 219 of the ap-
proximately 1.7 million viral species in mam-
malsand birds infect humans. Otherslook af-
ter the health of specific organisms such as
fungi, plants, insects, and even humans.

Bacteriophages, often known simply as
phages, are viruses that infect and kill bac-
teria. In the ocean, phages are the most sig-
nificant regulators of bacterial populations.
They facilitate microbial creatures that pro-
duce half the oxygen in the world to survive
in the ocean. Phages are present in our di-
gestive, respiratory, and reproductive tracts’
mucus membrane linings, and function as
barriers against invading bacteria.

Viruses that help and protect
Phages have long been used to treat sep-

sis caused by lethal bacteria. These viruses

were isolated from water bodies, dirt, air,

sewage, and the bodily fluids of patients.
Today, there isarenewed interest in using ge-
netically engineered phages, especially in the
treatment of drug resistant infections.
Viruses such as the latent herpes virus and
Pegivirus C, when present in our bodies, pro-
tect us from their harmful cousins. Antigens
produced by the latent herpes virus assist the
immune system in identifying and targeting
cancer cells. Pegivirus C, often known as GBV-
C,isavirus that does not cause any symptoms.
Multiple studies have found that HIV and
Ebola patients who are infected with GBV-C
live longer than the ones who are not. By in-
hibiting the host receptors essential for cell
entry, GBV-Cslows disease and enhances the
release of anti-viral interferons and cytokines.
Viruses have played an integral role in
the evolution of our species. They have been
infiltrating human genomes for hundreds
of millions of years. Their genetic material
accounts for roughly 8% of the human
genome. Certain viral genes produce pro-
teins such as Syntectin which enables the
foetus to fuse with the mother through the
placenta, but for which the embryo would

Three bodies lie in the yard of a home in Bucha on Monday. Daniel Berehulak/The NYT

and in yards and gardens in Bucha. The first
videos out of the town supported claims of
mass casualties, and were subsequently
backed by accounts of reporters on the
ground. The reports and pictures of corpses
wearing civilian clothes, some clutching
shopping bags, suggest that ordinary citizens
were murdered without provocation, as they
went about their daily business.

A genocide or war crimes?

Both expressions have been used freely
in outraged Ukrainian and Western descrip-
tions of the atrocities in Bucha. Whether
these incidents fit those definitions is impor-
tant because of the international commu-
nity’s obligation to respond to them.

Ukraine and the West have accused
Russia of war crimes even earlier, alleging
that it targeted civilians in the bombing of a
maternity hospital in Mariupol and a theatre
that announced it was sheltering children.
President Joe Biden has called President
Vladimir Putin a “war criminal”.

War crimes are defined as “grave
breaches” of the Geneva Conventions, agree-
ments signed after World War II that laid
down international humanitarian laws dur-
ing war time. Deliberately targeting civilians

amounts to a war crime.

The International Criminal Court (ICC) at
The Hague has already opened an investiga-
tion into possible war crimes by Russia. The
investigation could in theory target even
Putin. But it will be difficult to bring Russian
defendants to trial or to prove intent. Russia
does not recognise the ICCand will likely not
cooperate with the investigation.

Genocide, as defined by the United Nations
Genocide Convention of December 1948, in-
cludes acts “committed with intent to destroy,
in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial
or religious group”. Genocide is seen as the
gravest of all crimes against humanity.

Alexander Hinton, director of the Center
for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights
at Rutgers University, told POLITICO that the
perpetrators of genocide “want to destroy a
people as opposed to defeat an army” and op-
erate with “anintent of systematicity”. Hinton
said he did not believe Russia’s actions as yet
amounted to genocide, even though it did ap-
pear to be guilty of war crimes.

Gregory Stanton, chair of Genocide
Watch, however, believes Russia has com-
mitted “crimes of genocide, as well as war
crimes and crimes against humanity”.
Stanton told POLITICO that genocide is a
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group crime that can be commiitted by a state
against its own people or the people of an-
other state and, in this case, the Russians
“have the intent to destroy, in part, a national
group, and that’s the Ukrainian group”.
Differences of opinion on what consti-
tutes genocide explains in part the reluctance
of the international community to use the
term frequently. Apart from the Holocaust in
which more than 6 million Jews were exter-
minated, three other genocides are generally
recognised as fitting the 1948 UN definition:
the 1915-20 mass killings of Armenians by
the Ottoman Turks, the killings of 800,000
Tutsis and moderate Hutus in Rwanda in
1994, and the Srebrenica massacre of 1995.

Global and Russian reactions

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko has said that
“what happened in Bucha and other sub-
urbs...can only be described as genocide”.
On Sunday, before the full scale of the hor-
rors in Bucha were known, President
Zelenskyy had said the Russian action was
“genocide — the elimination of the whole
nation and the people”, and “the destruc-
tion and extermination” of more than 100
nationalities in Ukraine.

All of Ukraine’s Western allies have
strongly condemned the massacre in Bucha.
Amid calls for more, stronger sanctions
against Russia, Germany, France, Italy, Spain,
Denmark, and Sweden have expelled dozens
of Russian diplomats, and Swedish prosecu-
tors have opened a preliminary investigation
into possible war crimes in Ukraine.

Russia has denied all accusations. The
Kremlin has said the claims coming out of
Bucha were a “well directed but tragic show”,
and a “monstrous forgery”. It has called the
diplomatic expulsions “short-sighted”, and
said that “reciprocal steps” would follow.
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0 view viruses in perspective

die.Besides, retroviruses played arole in the
evolution of the mammalian placenta.
Three hundred and eighty trillion viruses
reside on and inside the human body, which
is more than 10 times the number of bacte-
ria. They infiltrate every part of the body in-
cluding blood, cerebrospinal fluid, organs
and skin. While a minority of them can be
harmful to us, many facilitate our survival.

When humans trigger viruses

Frequent contact between humans and
animals usually by human intrusion into
their habitats increases the risk of zoonotic
viral transmission. Forest degradation for
urban development, mineral extraction,
hunting, slaughtering of animals, as well as
worldwide animal trade have been impor-
tant drivers of virus spillover.

A 2017 study published in the journal
Science suggests that nearly half of the
world’s species are already on the move asa
result of rising temperatures and shifting
rainfall patterns. According to The Lancet
Countdown 2019 Report, climate change has
facilitated the spread of many diseases, plac-

ingarising number of people at risk. Growing
populations, climatic change, and high rates
of greenhouse gas emissions are expected to
increase the number of Ebola-prone areas by
20% to 30%. Ebola could, on average, break
out once every 10 years by 2070, dropping
from the current average of 17 years.

When terrestrial animals migrate, they
carry their viruses and transmit them. If hu-
mansinvade their territories, new possibilities
for pandemics emerge. If noaction s taken to
address climate change, about one billion
people might be exposed to mosquito-borne
diseases for the first time by 2080.

An outlook for the future

The Covid-19 pandemicis the result of the
unfortunate but preventable confluence of
ecological drivers of disease spillover. There
is areason why pandemics occur. The size of
the host population and the degree to which
it has disrupted the environment are major
factors in the emergence of pandemics.
Humans have significantly altered three-
quarters of the Earth’s land and two-thirds of
its oceans, according to the Intergov-

New Delhi

ernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).

As wildlife shifts its distribution in re-

sponse to human activity disease spillovers
will continue to occur across the planet.
Two-thirds of human infectious diseases
and three-quarters of newly emerging dis-
eases are caused by animal spillovers. Wild
mammals and birds have plenty of zoonotic
viruses to transmit to us. We play a deadly
game of viral roulette when we engage irre-
sponsibly with other species.

Scientists have only recently begun to look

atthe ways in which viruses maintain all life.
As we stagger out of the pandemic, we must
ensure safe and sustainable coexistence with
other species. The more we learn about
viruses, the more prepared we will be to use
some of them for our good. We will also brace
ourselves against those that could lead tothe
next pandemic.

(Rajesh M. Parikh is Director Medical

Research and Hon. Neuropsychiatrist, Jaslok
Hospital & Research Centre, Mumbai)
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SECTOR WATCH
SociAL COMMERCE

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,APRIL5

THE EXIT of Shopee — one of
the fastest growing social com-
merce platforms in India —
from the market is being
viewed by its rivals as an op-
portunity to grow profitably.
Softbank-backed Meesho is
learnt to have told its employ-
ees that it is aiming to achieve
profitability by December;, asit
expects a positive cash flow
and unit economics.

Duringa call withemploy-
eeslast Friday, Meesho’s man-
agement is learnt to have told
staff that “the recent exit of
Shopee from the market can
be attributed to the current
tightening environment and
gives us more space.” Shopee
exited India late last month,
less than six months after it
launched inthe country, citing
“global market uncertainties”.

According to a source, the
company has told its employ-
ees that going forward, it
would have “relentless focus
onmonetisation” and discover
newer ways to increase mon-
etisation. The company will
also prioritise improving its
capital consumption.

AccordingtoMeesho’san-
nual financial statements, its
expenses on IT services more
than doubled in FY21 toRs 89
crore from Rs 37.8 crore in
FY20. In the same fiscal, the
startup also wrote off loans it
had given to vendors and sup-
pliers worth Rs 7 crore.
Meesho's losses ballooned by
more than 60 per cent to close
to Rs 500 crore in FY21 from
Rs 307 crore in FY20.

The Indian Express had ear-
lier reported that Meesho,
which has typically so far sold
unbranded goods, was looking
to partner smaller brands to
start offering branded prod-
ucts on its platform. The com-
pany has also shifted its focus
away fromitsinitial reseller led
model and has doubled down
on selling directly to con-
sumers, pitting it directly

With Shopee exit,
Meesho sees ‘space’
to grow, focus

on ‘monetisation’

MANAGEMENT’S
MESSAGE TO STAFF

W During a call with
employees last
Friday, Meesho’s
management is
learnt to have told
employees that “the
recent exit of Shopee
from the market can
be attributed to the
current tightening
environment...”

M As perasource, the
company has told its
employees that going
forward, it would
have “relentless focus
onmonetisation”

against companies like
Amazon and Flipkart. It is
learnt that more than 60 per
cent of the firm’s transacting
customers now come fromits
direct selling business.

As the company looks for
newer streams of monetisa-
tion, one of the ways the com-
pany is looking to reduce its
cashburnisby reducing inter-
nal costs. Meesho is learnt to
have asked allitsemployees to
practise financial prudence
while using the firm'’s re-
sources. “Meesho has also
asked employees to optimise
existing costs by revisiting ne-
gotiations with vendors and
finding areas of underutilisa-
tion,” another source said.

Meeshodid notrespondto
a detailed questionnaire until
publication. Flipkart’s social
commerce platform Shopsy
alsodid notrespond toaquery
asking how it was looking at
the exit of Shopee from India

Meeshoisfinalisingaloca-
tionand buildinga compliance
framework for its public offer-
ing planned in the first half of
2023, as The Indian Express had
earlier reported. The Facebook
and Softbank-backed firm is
contemplating choosing from
either a public listing in India
ora SPAC-listing in the US.

—— BRIEFLY —

‘Sebi chief meet’

New Delhi: Sebi Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch on Tues-
day appeared before the Pa-
rliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Finance and was
questioned onthe NSEissue,
Sahara case and share offers
of Paytm and BabaRamdev-
led Patanjali group's Ruchi
Soya, sources said.

NoCCyBfornow

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) said Tuesday it
has decided not to activate
the countercyclical capital
buffer (CCyB)at this pointin
time as it is not required.

Charginginfra
New Delhi: Jio-bp — the fuel
retailingjoint venture of Rel-
iance Industries and British
energy giant BP — along
with TVS Motor Company
will set up public charging
infrastructure for electric 2-
wheelers and 3-wheelers.

SBI Cards stake

New Delhi: US PE fund CA
Rover Holdings, part of
Carlyle Group, offloaded 2.6
crore shares of SBI Cards and
Payment Services Ltd for a
over 32,229 crore via open
market transaction. PTI

Project Kuiper

Bengaluru: Amazon.comInc
said it has secured 83 rocket
launches over five years to
put together a satellite con-
stellation, called Project
Kuiper, to beam broadband
internet. REUTERS

¥0.52-0.6 RISE LIKELY FOR EVERY $1/BBL JUMP IN CRUDE: EXPERTS

¥9.2risein15days: Moreauto
fuel price ‘hikes’ onthe cards

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,APRILS

EVEN AFTER an around Rs 9.2-
per-litre hike in petrol and diesel
prices over the past 15 days, costs
are expected to rise further as oil
marketing companies (OMCs)re-
viserates inline with rising crude
oil prices.

Expected rise in prices

Experts have said the retail
prices of petrol and diesel need to
be hiked by Rs 0.52-0.6 for every
$1 per barrel rise in the price of
crude oil for OMCs to maintain
normal marketing margins onthe
sale of auto fuels. Brent has risen
by about $28 per barrel since
November 4 to around $108 per
barrel (as 0f 9:26 am ET), indicat-
ing that fuel prices could see fur-
ther hikes of Rs 5.5-7.8 per litre
eachonpetrol and diesel at Brent's

Petrol pump, Kolkata. OMCs
are revising ratesin line
with rising crude prices. File

current price.

“Forevery $1increaseincrude
oil prices at current tax rates, the
retail price of petrol and diesel
should increase by 60 paise,” said
Prashant Vasisht, vice president &
co-group head atIcra.

The Centre may, however,

choose to cut excise duties to re-
duce the impact of higher crude
prices onconsumers. Despite aRs
5-per-litre cut in excise duty on
petrol and a Rs 10 per litre in ex-
cise duty on diesel in November
2021, Central taxes are higher by
Rs 8 per litre on petrol and Rs 6 per
litre on diesel, compared to pre-
pandemic levels.

Central and state taxes, cur-
rently, account for about 43 per
centof the retail price of petroland
about 37 per cent of the pump
price of diesel in Delhi.

OMCs also hiked LPG price by
Rs 50 last week, taking its price to
Rs 949 per 14.2 kg cylinder in the
capital. Analysts said OMCs are
still making losses on LPG sales at
current price levels due tothe high
crude costs.

Suddenrise
OMCs had held the prices of
petrol and diesel constant fora pe-

‘Bank credit growth likely
to be at 8.9-10.2% in FY23’

Banks’ outlook is likely to be stable amid credit growth of
8.9-10.2% and fall in provisions this fiscal, Icra Ratings said

Banks’ gross non-performing

advances (GNPAs) likely to
decline to 5.6-5.7% by
March, 2023 as against an
estimate of 6.2-6.3% by
March, 2022

FY23 OUTLOOK FORBANKS
to be stable, based on
continued improvement in
earnings driven by:

M Improved credit growth of
8.9-10.2%inFY23 —8.3%
forFY22 (expected)and 5.5%
inFY21

M Decline in credit provisions

Deposit growth likely to slow to
7.3-7.9%in FY23 as against
8.3% estimated in FY22

Source: Icra Ratings/PTI

‘EU Commission plans big online
firms to pay 0.1% supervisory fee’

REUTERS
BRUSSELS, APRILS

MAJOR ONLINE platforms face a
yearly fee up to 0.1 per cent of an-
nual netincome to cover the costs
of monitoring compliance with
new European Union rules requir-
ingthem todo more to police their
content, an EU document shows.
The Digital Services Act (DSA)
rules are likely to be agreed be-
tween EU countries and lawmak-
ers later this month. Levying such
a fee would be a first for the

UK crypto rules

London: Britain has un-
veiled plans to regulate
some cryptocurrencies as
partof abroader plan to be-
come a global hub for digi-
tal payments. AP

European Commission, which is
the bloc's executive body.

"The overallamount of thean-
nual supervisory fees shall be
based on the estimated costs the

Commission incurs in relation to
its supervisory tasks under this
Regulation," the document, which
was seen by Reuters, said.

The fee should be proportion-
ate to the size of the service as re-
flected by the number of its recip-
ientsin the EU, it added.

EU antitrust chief Margrethe
Vestager told lawmakers and
member states last month that the
fee could raise between 20 million
euros($22 million)and 30 million
euros annually, source said.

The Commission did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

End-to-end encryption: Meta says
will step up transparency, screening

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,APRILS

META HAS agreed to completely
implement 34 of the 45 recom-
mendations made by independ-
ent organisation Business for
Social Responsibility (BSR) as a
part of its Human Rights Impact
Assessment(HRIA)reportonend-
to-end encryption in messaging
and social media platforms.

Responding to the report in
which BSR has made 45 sugges-
tions such as providing users the
option to report problems in a
more consistent, cohesive and ac-
cessible way, ensuring that these
features are easy to find, Meta said
that while 34 were being accepted
by the company;, it would partly
implement four, while assessing
the feasibility of another six.

THE SUGGESTIONS

B Metahasagreedto
implement 34 of the 45
recommendations
made by Business for
Social Responsibility

Meta said it would not take
any action for now on one recom-
mendation under which BSR had
recommended that the company
continue to evaluate client-side
scanning as an approach to ad-
dress the presence of child sexual
abuse material on its platforms.

BSR suggested that Meta
continue to look for ways in
which it can scan for child sex-
ual abuse material among mes-
sages transmitted on its plat-
forms without breaking the

end-to-end encryption.

BSRsaid while end-to-end en-
cryption was the only way to “
truly protect the privacy of com-
munications” and that it should
notbebanned orweakened inany
manner, it must not restrict the
rights of children to be protected
from child sexual abuse content
which is present on the various
platforms. Inits response on why
Metawould take noactionon the
issue, the company said any form
of client-side scanning of mes-
sages without consent and con-
trol of the user or sender was “fun-
damentally incompatible” with
an end-to-end encryption mes-
saging service.

“This would be the case even
with theoretical approaches that
could maintain ‘cryptographicin-
tegrity’ such as via a technology
like homomorphic encryption—

which the HRIA rightly notes is a
nascent technology whose feasi-
bility in this context is still specu-
lative,” Meta said in its response.

The human rights impact as-
sessment of extending end-to-
end encryption across all Meta’s
messaging services was commis-
sioned by the company in
October 2019. The objective of
the report was to identify and pri-
oritise the potential impact of
end-to-end encryption plan of
Meta on human rights, and the
possible risks and opportunities
associated withiit.

BSR was also asked to rec-
ommend an action plan that
would minimise the risks, and
build Meta staff capacity to help
ensure that the end-to-end en-
cryption was implemented in a
manner that was consistent
with human rights.

riod of 137 days, starting
November 4, after the Centre an-
nounced anexcise duty cutof Rs5
perlitre on petrol and a cut of Rs 10
per litre on diesel.

The entireimpactof therisein
international crude prices during
the period is being passed onto
consumers now as OMCs have
restarted price revisions. The price
of petrol has risen to Rs 104.6 per
litre and that of diesel has in-
creased toRs 95.9in the Capital af-
ter 13 price hikes in 15 days.

Ordinarily, the prices of
petrol and diesel are revised
daily, inline with a 15-day rolling
average of benchmark interna-
tional prices of petroleum prod-
ucts.The Russia-Ukraine conflict
and attacks on oil and gas infra-
structure in Saudi Arabia have
led to further concerns about po-
tential disruptions in crude oil
supplies which have pushed up
crude oil prices.

International market data till 1900 IST

LICISSUE: EYE ON BOOSTING PARTICIPATION

Retail investors can
bid up to 5 lakh for

IPOs using UPI: Sebi

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL5

AHEAD OF the mega public offer
of LIC, the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has increased
the size of bids thatretail investors
can submit in an initial public of-
fer (IPO) using Unified Payments
Interface (UPI). Inacircularissued
Tuesday, Sebi raised the limit from
the current Rs 2 lakh toRs 5 lakh.
The government’s plan to sell
about 31.6 crore shares, or 5 per
cent stake, in Life Insurance Corp-
oration (LIC) is estimated to fetch
itaround Rs 60,000 crore. It is
pushing for maximum retail in-
vestor participationin the LICIPO.
The National Payments Corp-
oration of India (NPCI) enhanced
the per transaction limit in UPI
fromRs 2 lakh toRs 5 lakh for UPI-
based Application Supported by
Blocked Amount (ASBA) in IPOs.
NPCI has reviewed the sys-
temic readiness required at vari-

Sebi building, Mumbai. The
markets regulator raised the
investment limit from 32
lakh earlier. File

ousintermediaries to facilitate the
processing of applications within-
creased UPI limit and confirmed
thatasonMarch 30, more than80
per cent of SCSBs, sponsor banks
and UPlapps have conducted the
system changes and have com-
plied with the NPCI provisions.

As Musk joins Twitter board,
what changes can be expected?

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, APRILS

ADAY after declaring that he had
picked 9.2 per cent stake in Twit-
ter, SpaceX and Tesla co-founder
Elon Musk was on Tuesday ap-
pointed to the board of the social
media company. The purchase
comes only days after Musk had
said on Twitter that he was “giv-
ing serious thought” to building a
new social media platform.

What does the stake buy mean
for Musk & his plans for a new
social media platform?

The 9.2 per cent stake worth
close to $3 billion made Musk the
biggest shareholder in
Twitter, ahead of
Vanguard Group with
8.8 per cent stake,
Morgan Stanley with
8.4 per cent and far
ahead of the company’s
co-founder Jack Dorsey
with 2.2 per cent stake.

Musk’s stake and a board seat
onTwitterisalso likely togive him
more freedom to propose tweaks
and changes to the platform. For
example,on March 25, nearly ten
days after he had already bought
the $3-billion worth stake, Musk

EXPLAINED

‘PVRETAIL SALES
DIP 4.8% INMAR’

Domestic passenger
vehicle retail sales in
March fellby 4.87% to
2,71,358 units, compared
to the same month last
year, said FADA

March2021: PV sales at
2,85,240 units

Semiconductor
availability achallenge,
while passenger vehicles
continue to see high
demand and long waiting
periods

Commercial vehicle
sales were up 14.91 per
centto 77,938 units, as
compared to 67,828
unitsin March last year,
said Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations

Source: FADA/PTI
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US stops Russmn bond payments, raising default risk

REUTERS
NEW YORK, APRIL S

THE US stopped the Russian
government on Monday from
paying holders of its sovereign
debt more than $600 million
from reserves held at US banks,
in a move meant to ratchet up
pressure on Moscow and eat
into its holdings of dollars.
Under sanctions put in place
after Russiainvaded Ukraine on
Feb. 24, foreign currency re-
serves held by the Russian cen-
tral bank at US financial institu-
tions were frozen. But the

State Emergency Service members collect ordnance after
Russia’s withdrawal in Bucha, UKkraine. Reuters

Treasury Department had been
allowing the Russian govern-
ment to use those funds to make

coupon payments on dollar-de-
nominated sovereign debt on a
case-by-case basis.

On Monday, as the largest of
the payments came due, includ-
ing a $552.4 million principal
payment on a ma-

cult decision of whether it
would use dollars that it has ac-
cess to for payments on its debt
or for other pur-

turing bond, the US
government decided
to cut off Moscow’s
access to the frozen
funds, according toa
US Treasury spoke-

RUSSIAN
INVASION

poses, including
supporting its war
effort.

. The move was
meant to force
Moscow to make

Sperson. {4 IIL’__f’,;-‘-.Li- = | the difficult deci-
An $84 million | INUKRAINE | sionof whether it
coupon payment — would use dollars

was also due on
Monday on a 2042 sovereign
dollar bond.

The move was meant to
force Moscow to make the diffi-

thatithasaccess to
for payments on its debt or for
other purposes, including sup-
porting its war effort, the
spokesperson said.

New Delhi

Tesla co-founder Elon Musk
isthe biggest shareholderin
Twitter, with a9.2% stake in
the company. Reutersfile

first tweeted out a poll asking his
followers if Twitter rigorously ad-
hered to the principles

of free speech, which he

said was essential to a
functioning democracy.

He had then hinted

® people should “vote car-
efully” asthe “consequ-

ences of the poll” could

be important. After more than 70
per cent of the voters in the polls
said that they did not believe that
Twitter was rigorously imple-
menting the principles of free
speech, on March 26, Musk again
tweeted out to Twitter seeking a
solution as the platform which

“serves as the de-facto public
townsquare” had failed toadhere
tofree speech principles whichin
turn undermined democracy.
Inasubsequent tweet, he also
asked his followers if a new plat-
form was needed. On Tuesday, a
day afterthe 9.2 per cent stake buy
was revealed, Musk again sent out
a poll for his followers, asking
them to vote on whether they
needed an edit button on Twitter.
Twitter’s newly appointed
CEO Parag Agrawal replied to the
tweet asking people to vote care-
fully as the consequences of the
poll would be important. Later in
the day, he announced Musk’s ap-
pointment to Twitter’s board.

What does the stake buy mean
for Twitter as a social media
platform?

For Twitter, the stake buy
comes at a time when its annual
revenue, as of December 2021,
stood at $5 billion and has targeted
achieving $7.5 million in revenues
by 2023. With Musk formally be-
ing appointed on its board as the
largest shareholder, it could give
Twitter more financial muscle to
take on competition from other
platforms such as Facebook and
Instagram. Fullreport on

www.indianexpress.com

MPC meet: Analysts
bet on rate retention,
revision of forecasts

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL5

THE MONETARY Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), which beginsits three-
day meeting on Wednesday, is
likely to keep the main policy rates
unchanged in the first bi-monthly
policy review this fiscal.

Analysts said the MPCis likely
torevise the growth and inflation
forecastsin the wake of therisein
crude oil and commodity prices.
Inthe previous policy meeting on
February 10, the RBI kept the repo
rate —therateatwhichitlends to
banks — unchanged for the tenth
timeinarow at4 per cent. The big
questionis whether or not the RBI
will change its accommodative
policy. The US Federal Reserve had
raised interest rates last month to
tackle high inflation.

“We expect the RBI MPC to
stay on hold onall rates on April 8
while retaining their accom-
modative stance. We then see the
MPC turning neutral in June
alongside raising reverse reporate
by 40 bps, normalising the policy
corridor. Thereafter,as favourable
base effects fade and CPlinflation
rises further, we see the RBI MPC
delivering their first reporate hike
of 25 bps in August,” said a Bank
of America Securities report.

The RBI projected real (ad-
justed forinflation) gross domes-
tic product (GDP) growth projec-
tion at 7.8 per cent for FY23 in the
previous policy. Retail inflation
was at 6.07 per cent in February.

“We believe that the RBI may
maintain the status quo as far as

The Reserve Bank of India’s
Monetary Policy Committee
will beginits three-day meet
on Wednesday. File

rate actions are concerned.
However, it may try to give some
solution for generating demand
for the higher-than-expected bor-
rowing scheduled for FY23,” said
Prashant Pimple, MD & CIO-debt,
JM Financial Asset Management.
“The RBIwould most probably re-
vise the GDP estimates lower on
the current disruptions and raise
the inflation forecast,” he said.
With the Russia-Ukraine war
continuing, commodity pricesre-
main elevated. Global markets are
analysing the impact of this on
global inflation and trajectory of
growth. “The rise in Covid-19
cases in China have posed another
downside risk to economic recov-
ery. On the domestic front, Rs 6.4
perlitre rise in retail fuel prices this
month added to inflation burden
on consumers. We expect RBI to
take note of this and consider
changing its accommodative
stance in the upcoming meeting,”
said a Bank of Baroda report.
Analystsalsoexpect the RBIto
announce measures to ensure
non-disruptive execution of gov-
ernment borrowing programme.
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Women'’s cricket needs to press reset button

Archaic batting template, frequent chopping and changing of the playing XI, uninspring captaincy, musical chair of coaches and
lack of athleticism - are some of the reasons why India’s campaign ended in heartbreak at the Women’s World Cup

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, APRILS

THE BCCI might have been blamed in the
past for the lack of focus on women's cricket
and they certainly need to walk the talk but
the problem goes beyond them. India can
blame the misfortune of a no-ball against
South Africa for their ouster, but they also
contributed to their own downfall.

Archaic batting templates, worrying
number of dot balls, frequent changes in the
playing XI, lack of athleticism and some unin-
spiring captaincy meant last edition’s losing
finalists failed to qualify for the semis.

Old template

Top teams like Australia, England and
South Africa have moved on from the out-
dated approach to white ball cricket. India
have stepped on to that path, but are mov-
ing too slowly.

Sample their chase against New Zealand,
who seta261-run target. India played out 85
dot balls in the first 20 overs; all in all, they
remained mute for 153 balls. Not that this is
justaWorld-Cup aberration. Last June, they
played out 181 dot balls in a game against
England. The alarm bells were ringing but it
appears no one was listening.

Former captain Anjum Chopra reckons
India lacks the ammunition and the expert-
ise in strike rotations. “Top teams have cer-
tainly moved on regarding big-hitting and
strike rotations. In the case of India, my an-
swer will be both Yes and No.

“Yes, because we are still trying to get into
that template, where we can score 280 plus
consistently or chase down big totals. We are
still trying to figure out and be consistent
about reaching these scores whether batting
or chasing,” Anjum Chopra told The Indian
Express.

“No, because strike rotation and big-hit-
ting has been the challenge for many years
for India now. Big-hitting has slightly im-
proved, but that power-hitting in the last five
and seven overs is still missing. I guess we
are still moving slowly and steadily towards
the brand of cricket,” she added of the gla-
cial pace of upgrading.

Dot-ball problem

India’s biggest nemesis at the World Cup
was their sluggish approach. Overall, they
played 1054 dot balls in the seven matches.
In other words, they played almost three
ODIs without scoring a single run. Australia,
the most dominating side of the tournament,
consumed 959 dot balls in the round-robin
league, 95 fewer than India. Interestingly,
when it comes to power-hitting, India leads
the six-hitting chart. Their batters struck 15

India can blame the misfortune of a no-ball for their ouster, but they also contributed to their own downfall. File

sixes, the most in the tournament. But other
scoring shots were found wanting.

Anjum, who was the commentator at the
World Cup, feels that Indian batters need to
update their skills.

“The approachis straightforward. Reduce
the dot ball percentage. The Indian team
plays alot of dot balls, and there is too much
reliance on dead defence shots. I guess the
few aspects on which Team India must work
are rotation of strike, playing with soft hands,
improving the running between the wick-
ets, dropping the ball, and running for a quick
single. These skills have to be practiced and
learned very seriously. The Indian team has
stroke players, but they cannot rotate strike
atwill,” said Anjum.

Lack of athleticism

India’s ground fielding throughout the
event was far from impressive. They fumbled
and dropped regulation chances. There was
room for improvement in running between
the wicket too. Senior batters were struggling
to run twos and threes. Shafali Verma's run
outin the crucial match against South Africa
highlighted the problem.

“The Indian team is obviously working on
the fitness aspect. It is not that they are unfit
players, but fitness and fielding are some-
thing you can always work on. Even if you
are super fitand a gun fielder, there’s always
ascope forimprovement, sky's the limit, and

there is no benchmark. Every player has to
improve individually, and the results will be
out there at the park,” said Anjum.

Case of Jemimah, Pandey

The omission of Jemimah Rodrigues and
pacer Shikha Pandey from the World Cup has
raised eyebrows. But they were ignored due
to their lack of form. Jemimah lost her place
inthe ODI side after a poor runin England in
July,and while her stellar performance in the
Hundred helped her make acomebackin the
shortest format, it wasn’t enough to book a
place at the World Cup.

“Ifeel Jemi should have been here even if
notin 15, thenin 18 for sure, but having said
that, [ don’t think she would have found a
place in the playing eleven. Yastika Bhatia ab-
solutely grabbed the opportunity while bat-
ting at 3. Same goes for Shikha. She would
have been definitely a good addition if she
had been in the best form, bowling alongside
Jhulan Goswami. You never know, the expe-
rience of Jhulan, which was missing in the
tournament and maybe the experience of
Shikha could have come in. But for that, you
have to drop Meghna Singh, who has done
wellin the last five - seven months,” she said.

On Poonam Yadav’s lack of game time,
Anjum said: “The Indian team was happy
with the three regular spinners (Sneh Rana,
Deepti Sharma and Rajeshwari Gayakwad),
and for Poonam Yadav to come in, they had

to drop a bowler or an all-rounder, but that
would have changed India’s balance.”

Dropping Shafali

Before the tournament, Indian captain
Mithali Raj was all praise for Verma. Although
the flamboyant batter was going through a
lean run, she is someone who can change the
course of the game. Shafali was dropped for
three straight games after her failure in the
opening match against Pakistan. She showed
a glimpse of her excellence against South
Africa and how she toyed with Shabnim
Ismail, the tournament’s fastest bowler.

“Dropping Shafali Verma after the first
match was absolutely not justified. It was a
high-pressure game for a youngster coming
in and playing her first World Cup. You can
expect a false shot coming from a player but
dropping Shafali and not backing her
throughout the World Cup sends out a
wrong signal. If team management is drop-
ping any player, it gives you the signal that
you are out of form and the team is looking
beyond you,” says Anjum.

Not using Harman'’s bowling

Harmanpreet scored 318 runs in the tour-
nament and was the second-highest run-
getter for India after opener Mandhana (327
runs). But surprisingly, she didn’t bowl until
the last game against South Africa.

The India vice-captain provided India

with the much-needed breakthrough with
the wicket of the tournament’s leading run-
scorer Laura Wolvaardt, and later she
trapped South African skipper Sune Luus.

“Harmanpreet not bowling was another
mystery. Why was Harmanpreet not used
throughout the tournament? Even against
South Africa, when all the resources were ex-
hausted then, she was thrown the ball, and
there again, she bowled eight overs. [ wish
she could have bowled her full quota,”
lamented Anjum.

The coach conundrum

It has been musical chairs when it comes
to the coaches. Four coaches have been
changed in the past five years.

Tushar Arothe, who led the team to the
final in the 2017 World Cup, stepped down
ayear later, five months prior to the Women'’s
World T20. One of the reasons for the alleged
discord was Arothe’s training methods.

BCClI received complaints from senior
players, especially T20 skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur, about his training methods.

Ramesh Powar, the current coach of the
Indian women'’s team, replaced Arothe in
August 2018. A few months later, Powar was
sacked from the same position following a
fallout with Mithali.

In turn, Mithali had then accused the for-
mer India cricketer of bias after the
Harmanpreet-led T20 team dropped the vet-
eran batter for the all-important World Cup
semi-final against England.

In December 2018, former India opener
W V Raman was appointed head coach.
During his stint, India finished runners-up at
the T20 World Cup in 2020.

In May 2021, in a surprising move as the
team seemingly did well under him, Raman
was not retained as the head coach of the
senior women’s team by the Cricket Advisory
Committee (CAC), which picked Ramesh
Powar for the job.

Going forward

The World Cup exit may be a bitter pill to
swallow, and there might be changes in the
coaching staff with the T20 World Cup
scheduled to be played in South Africa next
year from February 9 to 26. A women'’s IPL
from next year is a possibility,and it can lead
toaradical shiftin women’s cricket.

However, Anjum sees it differently. For
her, the present should be sorted first before
thinking about the future. “The present is ab-
solutely essential. There is a T20 World Cup
scheduled to be played next year; [ am ea-
gerly looking to see how this Indian team will
go forward with new support staff and
coaches coming in,” she signed off. If the
present is neglected, what hope lies for the
future?

Mumtaz scores
hat-trick, India
remain unbeaten

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
POTCHEFSTROOM, APRIL 5

MUMTAZ KHAN scored a hat-trick as the
Indian women's hockey team thrashed a
lowly Malaysia 4-0 to end its pool engage-
ments with an unbeaten record in the FIH
Junior World Cup here on Tuesday.

Already assured of a quarter-final berth
before Tuesday's tie, India scored four field
goals _ three by Mumtaz (10th, 26th, 59th
minutes) and one by Sangita Kumari (11th).

India, thus, finished on top of Pool D with
maximum nine points from three wins out of
as many matches.

The Indian had earlier defeated Wales 5-
1 before getting the better of formidable
Germany 2-1 in their first two pool games.

Their confidence on a different level af-
ter ensuring a knock-out berth, the Indians
completely dominated the proceedings and
created a flurry of chances from the word go.

Their efforts bore
. e 1e fruit in the 10th
lesmng on minute whenanop-
top of the pool  portunist Mumtaz
. . scored from close
w't!’ 3 "f"“s’ range after the ball
Indiawillnow  fejj pefore her sticks
face South eflfter riiochetijng
. tom a Malaysian de-
Koreain the fendor.
quarterfinals India doubled
on Friday. their lead a minute

later when Sangita

coolly deflected
home from a Lalrindiki cross. They contin-
ued to press hard and secured two penalty
corners in quick succession but both the ef-
forts went in vain. In the 26th minute,
Mumtaz struck again to hand her team a 3-
0Olead at half time.

The Indians secured a few more penalty
corners in the third quarter but they lacked
in final execution.

With 10 minutes to go, Malaysia secured
two penalty corners but India's second goal-
keeper Khusboo came up with excellent
saves to deny any inroads to their opponents.

India earned their seventh penalty cor-
ner soon but this time Malaysian goalkeeper
AB Mashitah made a fine save with her stick.
They extended their lead a minute from the
final hooter through Mumtaz, who deflected
home a Beauty Dung Dung's pass. India will
now face South Korea in the quarterfinals on
Friday.

Pro League: Rani returns

Star striker Rani Rampal on Tuesday re-
turned to the national side after a lengthy in-
jury lay-off as India on Tuesday named a 22-
member women's hockey squad for the
upcoming FIH Pro League tie against world
no 1 Netherlands.
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

The Sun is now For the next month
urging you to take a you must put
deeper and more additional effort into
thoughtful your professional
perspective on current goals, or into any activity which
developments. It would seem holds out the promise of
likely that before the week is enhanced respect and

out you will have decided upon
asudden change of plan. But,
then, that’s you all over, isn't it?
You'll probably make another

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
There is too much at

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

prestige in your community.
Within a few days, you may be
forced to depart from
previous practice.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
You may be sure that
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SPORT

PLAYING TONIGHT

Indian Premier League

KKR vs MI, 730pm, Live on Star Sports Network
UEFA Champions League (quarterfinals)

Villarreal vs Bayern Munich; Chelsea vs Real Madrid
12.30am (Thursday), Live on Sony Sports Network

Bangalore win battle Royal

Dinesh Karthik combines with Shahbaz Ahmed to help RCB chase down a tricky total against RR

SYNOPSIS: Yuzvendra Chahal’s 2 for 15
in vain for RR as Dinesh Karthik takes
RCB home in another tense chase.

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
MUMBAI,APRILS

DINESH KARTHIK closed out successive tight
chases for Royal Challengers Bangalore, with
an unbeaten 44 off 22 bringing up a four-
wicket win after Jos Buttler had fought through
on a slow, seaming pitch to take Rajasthan
Royals to 169.

RCB exploit sticky pitch

After 16 overs, RR had managed 107 for 3.
A fresh Wankhede pitch expected to be hard
and plentiful for batsmen had turned out tobe
slow and tacky. The ball had stuck into the sur-
face when pounded in on the ‘hard’ pulled-
backlengths. There had been swingand seam
for a considerable period with the new ball.

Like Umesh Yadav at the same ground ear-
lier, but onadifferent track, English left-armer
David Willey exploited the conditions well,
bowling four overs on the trot for 1 for 29.

Immediately after a powerplay that
brought only 35, RCB put down Jos Buttler
twice and Padikkal once in the space of nine
deliveries.It made little difference to the tempo
of the innings. Bats continued to be swished
without timing, as the ball never seemed toar-
rive off the pitch.

Buttler breaks free finally

Headinginto the last two overs, Buttler was
on 43 off 40. As he’d say later during the in-
nings break, “It was frustrating, but sometimes
you have to suck it up and keep going.” It was
high time to go now, and Buttler did, sending
the next four legal deliveries he faced over the
boundary. In an indication that conditions
were changing, the odd high full toss had
started to appear. But Buttler had finally seen
enough to send even the banged-in ones into
the stands.

At the other end, Shimron Hetmyer had
been going so hard after the ball he had ended
up five pitches away on the farthest track on
the square after muscling Hasaranga over ex-
tra cover. He joined in the late party too as
Mohammed Sirajand Akash Deep conceded a
combined42 inovers 19and 20.Buttler took 27
off his last seven balls.

DK shifts momentum

RCB had lost their way after a powerplay
of 48 for 0, courtesy the introduction of
Yuzvendra Chahal. With the fielders starting
towipe the ball now, Chahal delivered a spell
of 3-0-11-2. When R Ashwin came on for his
last over, RCB needed 82 in seven with half
the side gone; Dinesh Karthik had just come
in. Two straight sixes and a couple of swept
and reverse-swept fours followed from
Karthik, as 21 came off the over. Samson
brought back Chahal for the 17th, but by then,
Karthik and Shahbaz Ahmed had taken the
seamers for runs too and could afford to play
the leg-spinner out.

BRIEF SCORES: RR 169/3 in 20 overs
(Buttler 70 not out, Hetmyer 42 not out; Patel
1/18)losttoRCB 173/6in 19.1 overs (Karthik 44
not out, Ahmed 45; Chahal 2/15) by 4 wickets
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Dinesh Karthik scored 44 off 23 balls, including seven fours and one six, during RCB’s run chase on Tuesday. P

Life changes for Wankhede groundsmen: From
fighting mosquitoes at stadium to five-star comfort

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, APRIL 5

INTHE past, whenever he crossed Marine
Drive, Vasant Mohite, a 57-year-old grounds-
man at Mumbai's Wankhede Stadium,
would wonder what it was like to stay in one
of the luxury hotels along the seaside prom-
enade. It was a dream beyond his means.

But this IPL season, that dream has come
true, with confectionery company Cadbury
deciding to provide five-star accommoda-
tion to reward the unsung ground staff. They
have also been given uniforms designed by
celebrity designer Masaba, food, and a bus
to ferry them from the hotel to the ground
and back.

"Amiracle," says Vasant.

He says there were whispers before the
start of the season that they would be put up
inafive-star hotel, but he didn't quite believe
it. "Then one day, MCA (Mumbai Cricket
Association) told us that Cadbury would take
care of our accommodation (for the season).
They would give us clothes and food for the
next two months of IPL," recalls Vasant,
seated on a cushion with a view of the
Arabian Sea hugging the Marine Drive.

He remembers how different, and often
difficult, it was before. As the matches of-
ten end late -- their shifts end much later -
- they couldn't return home. So they would
spend the night in a small room below the
Vittal Divecha Stand at the stadium, where
mosquitoes made sleep difficult. "Machhar
kaat ke deemag kharab kar deta hai (mos-
quitoes would drive us mad). After the
match, we could not go anywhere as train
services were shut. So we would sleep in

Wankhede Stadium groundsmen, like
Vasant Mohite, have been provided
five-star accommodation and Masaba-
designed uniform this IPL season.

our office at the ground itself. If there is no
game, we reach the stadium by 9 am and
leave by 6 pm. But on match days, we come
in early, and the MCA pays double if we
work late," says Vasant, clad in khaki shorts
and a crisp white shirt.

In his new room, though, he has a differ-
ent set of concerns. Locating the switch for
the lamps was difficult, he says. So much so
thathe doesn't switch on the lamps atall. He
gets good sleep, but the mattressis alittle too
soft, he says.

"Walking to the dressing room is different
now. We have our own bus which drops us.
We don't have words... the only thing we can
say is thank you," says fellow groundsman
Nitin Mohite.

Often, that is all they get from the players

too. A "thank you". But that's all they want.

Vasant recalls how former cricketer
Mohammed Kaif walked in and hugged him
two years ago. "Under-19 se yehi hum logon
ke seva karte tha (he has been helping us
since the U-19 days)," Kaif told his fellow
commentators, he says. Vasant was over-
joyed.

However, the new generation doesn't
share the same warmth and seems busy in
their own world, says Vasant, who has been
a dressing-room attendant during match-
days since the '90s, serving players and sup-
port staff, providing towels, soaps and ice.

He says he has been fortunate to have
watched some legendary players from close
quarters. From Sunil Gavaskar to Prithvi
Shaw, his service cuts across generations. He
has seen the rise of Sachin Tendulkar as well
as the rise and fall of Vinod Kambli.

Needless to add, he has a special fondness
for Mumbai players. "They have been the
best for me. They come and ask about my
haal-chaal (well being). Kambli, Tendulkar,
Ajit Agarkar -- they used to make sure I never
felt uncomfortable inside the dressing room.
I have seen how passionate Amol
Muzumdar was about his game. He would
get upset the most whenever he gotout," he
says.

But when he sees that someone is disap-
pointed, Vasant quietly moves to another
room. "Players need space, | have seen play-
ers getting angry and getting happy. I have
seen how Tendulkar walked back crying.
When he went and touched the pitch at the
end of his retirement game, I couldn't con-
trol myself. For the next two days, my heart
was full," he recalls.

ThisIPL season, his heart is full once again.

Heptathlete Swapna
resurfaces for a gold after
four years in oblivion

ANDREW AMSAN
KOZHIKODE, APRIL 5

FRUSTRATED WITH nagging injuries, 2018
Asian Games champion heptathlete Swapna
Barman had announced her retirement last
September. Since the Asian triumph, she took
partin the heptathlon competition just once
until last week. Just when everyone thought
Swapna’s career was all but over, she made a
surprise return at the Inter-Railway champi-
onships at Kolkata in March where she
bagged a silver medal.

At the Federation Cup this week, her first
major competition since 2019, Swapna
marked her return with a gold, accumulat-
ing 5800 points. But even for Swapna, whois
used to facing adversities on and off the track,
this was one of the most challenging com-
petitions of her career. It wasn’t the competi-
tors that were testing her but a draining bout
with food poisoning,

During her high jumps event on Monday,
Swapna threw up at least a couple of times at
the ground and made quick sprints to the
washroom almost half a dozen times be-
tween her attempts.

“I have gotten a good competition after
such a long time, so quitting wasn’t an op-
tion. T have been eating boiled food for along
time. The food here didn’t suit my body. Even
today my tummy is in such bad shape. have
taken so much medication for diarrhoea and
vomiting in the last few days. It was jutting a
lot at the start of my final event (800m),” says
Swapna, who almost limped onto the field
clenching her tummy ahead of the race.

Swapna, who has six toes on both her
feet, came into the limelight after bagging
gold at the 2018 Asian Games with a band-
aged jaw due to a gum infection. Life turned
around for Swapna and her family who come
froma very humble background. “Becoming
popular has caused me as much harm as it
has done good to me,” she says. Swapna was
hinting at a raid by forest department offi-
cials conducted at Swapna’s home in
Jalpaiguri for alleged illegal possession of
timber.

Preserving three pairs

The lull after the Asian high has taught
Swapna tough life lessons. She was made big
promises when she had retired with the gold
around her neck from Jakarta but not many
have kept their word. “Promises? That s the
one word I don’t like to hear,” she says after
aloud sarcastic laugh.

Swapna had often complained about
pain in her foot as her sixth toe would push
against generically designed spikes. But
sporting giants Adidas flew her to Germany
to design a customised shoe for her with
enough breathing space for her toes. “My feet
don’t hurt anymore so that is a huge relief,”
she says. But since she is no more sponsored
by them, she has just three pairs of non-re-
placeable customised spikes. She feels it's a
blessing in disguise that she hasn’t competed
much in the last few years. “The shoes are
still in good condition,” she says.

Swapna says it was her coach Subhas
Sarkar and Sports Authority of India offi-

Swapna Burman retained heptathlon
crown with 5,800 points. Andrew Amsan

22-year-old discus

record broken

New Delhi: Kirpal Singh Batth broke
the 22-year-old men's discus throw
meet record with an effort of 61.83m
at the 25th AFI National Federation
Cup Senior Athletics Championships
here on Tuesday.

The 29-year-old Batth, whose pre-
vious best of 59.74m was recorded
nearly six years ago, produced a good
string of throws at the C H
Muhammed Koya Stadium.

Four of his attempts saw the dis-
cus soar past the 60m mark, two of
them breaching 61m as well. His first
and last throws were over 59m, giv-
ing him a series to remember.

His best effort, 61.83m, was just a
bit short of making him only the third
Indian male athlete to hurl the discus
past 62m. Anil Kumar held the old
record (59.55m).

The pole vault competition saw
four athletes clearing 4.90m, with S
Siva and Gokul Nath both being
awarded a gold medal each, while A
Gnana Sone bagged the bronze. Uttar
Pradesh's Deepak Yadav took the
fourth spot on countback.

PTI

cials that convinced her to give the sport an-
other chance. “They told me that every ath-
lete has to retire one day but why not retire
on a high. So [ am back and I want to take
another shot at the Asian and
Commonwealth Games. It is an important
year for me,” she says.

Chanda makes Asiad cut

Chanda clocked her personal best of
2:02.11s in the 800m to make the cut for
Asian Games as per AFI's qualification guide-
lines. The Delhi runner’s effort also puts her
among the top ten in the India all-time list.

ARAFC qualify for IWL

to secure the IWL berth.

Shooters compete amidst curfew

Lima: Indian shooters competing in the ISSF World Cup
in Lima on Tuesday woke up to scenes of protests that
caused roadblocks and "acts of violence" in Peru, lead-
ing to imposition of a curfew in the capital. Peruvian
President Pedro Castillo imposed the curfew, banning
people from leaving their homes in an attempt to curb
protests against rising fuel prices amid inflation. The
Indian men's skeet team of Parampal Singh Guron,
Amrinder Cheema and Munek Battula, along with coach
Vikram Chopra, stayed back to participate in their event.

Sen, Bansod enter Round 2

Suncheon: World championships bronze medallist Lakshya
Senand fast-rising Malvika Bansod progressed to the second
round of the men'sand women's singles competitions respec-
tively after registering gruelling three-game wins at the Korea
Open Super 500 badminton tournament here on Tuesday.
While Sen staved off a spirited challenge from local hope Choi
JiHoon 14-21 21-16 21-18 in just over an hour in his opening
round match, Bansod rallied her way to notch up a stunning
20-2222-2021-10 win over world no 24 Han Yue of China.

Sumit storms into semifinals

New Delhi: Indian boxer Sumit (75kg) entered the semi-
finals of the Thailand Open with a comfortable win over
Timur Nurseitov in Phuket, Thailand on Tuesday. He
notched a 5-0 win against Kazakhstan's Nurseitov in the
quarterfinal clash. Sumit became the fourth Indian to en-
ter the last four stage. Monika (48kg), Ashish Kumar (81kg)
and Manisha (57kg) are already through to the semifinals.

New Delhi: ARA FC continued their winning streak in the
ongoing Indian Women's League qualifiers, defeating YWC
4-3 in the final here on Tuesday to qualify for the main
event. The IWLwill be held in Bhubaneswar from April 15.
The side from Gujarat needed a win from the final match
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TOYOTA CARS

5@@ Peace of Mind & Big Savings (upto 12%)

BUY NOW, PAY IN
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Bookings Open Online | Toyota Urban Cruiser and Toyota Glanza Available in CSD*

Dual Front SRS Airbags, ABS with EBD & Pretensioner Force Limiter [PTFL] standard across all Toyota cars
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TOYOTA

THE COOL NEW TOYOTA

GLANZA

Starting from

X 6.39 lakh”

Attractive EMI of T4 099

3 Years or 100 000 km Unmatched Vehicle Warranty**
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SOUTH DELHI
UTTAM GALAXY GALAXY ESPIRIT GALAXY GALAXY GALAXY MGF
95, Patparganj, Dwarka Moti Nagar Crossing | Mathura Road, N.Delhi | Ring Road, Opp. Moolchand -1 Station Box, Shalimar Place. MGF Maga City Mall,
Industrial Area Nr. Sec-9 Metro Station 8448293658, 7290095001, Hospital, Lajpat Nagar-IV | Chattarpur Metro Station Quter Ring Road,
9810907071 7838193193, 41877777 9654999635, 9599788513, 9870191014, Nr. Rohini 9910067020,
43477777 1800 103 5686 48577777 66763666 9599788514, 9818899964,

40011111 7428534708

Global Foyar Mall,
I4.G. Road, Gurugram | Golf Course Road, Sec-43

MGF MGF UTTAM | ESPIRIT

ESPIRIT UTTAM THIRTY SIX

Sector-50,Gurugram
8527565522,
9810987328,

0124-4415566

H3, Sec-63,
Noida
9810907071

7290095001,

9810922552, 9654999635,

9899907309,

0124-4596800

*Terms & condiians apply on all schemes & offers. Offer valid til 30" April 2022 "Ex-showroom prics -Applicablz to E MT Variant. "Beneits applicable on Select Model. Finance at the sale discretion of Finansier. Scheme inclusive of Exchange and Corparate/Government/Exclusive Community benefits. Scheme applicable on select stocks & variants. Exzhange Benefits applicable at U Trust locations anly. *Conditians Apply. Accessories shown may nat be part of standard equipmant,

D-11, Sec-8, Noida

1800 103 5686

1417, Main Mathura
Road, Faridabad
8800333635,
0129-4293638

D- 37 & 38, Surajpur
Site-4, Kasna, Gr. Noida
7280095001,
9654999635,
1800 103 5688

A-11, Meerut Road
Indl. Area, Ghaziabad
9810907071
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