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SINCE 1932

BONDING OVER DINNER
UnionMinisterNitinGadkariwasamongtheBJP leadersatadinnerhostedbyNCPchief
SharadPawar forvisitingMaharashtraMLAs inNewDelhionTuesday.ShivSena’sSanjay
Rautwasalsopresent. ANI REPORT,PAGE9

UNSCMEETINGONUKRAINEWill hear petition
against electoral
bond scheme: CJI

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

THESUPREMECourthasagreed
to takeupforhearingapending
plea challenging the Electoral
BondScheme,2018.
Chief Justice of India N V

RamanatoldAdvocatePrashant
Bhushan, whomentioned the
matter Tuesday, that the court
would have heard it earlier had
itnotbeenforCovid-19.“Wewill
hear it,” theCJI said.
Seeking urgent hearing,

Bhushansaid there isnews that
acompanyinKolkatapaidRs40
croretoavoidaraid.“It’sdistort-
ingdemocracy,”hecontended.
Thetopcourt isseizedofpe-

titions filed by two NGOs —
CommonCauseandAssociation
forDemocraticReforms(ADR)—
challenging thescheme.
The20thtrancheofelectoral

bondsopened for saleApril 1 to
April 10.
Lastmonth,inawrittenreply

inRajya Sabha,Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
providedbreak-upof the sale of
electoralbonds:Rs1056.73crore

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

HARISHDAMODARAN
JHAJJAR,PATAUDI
(HARYANA),APRIL5

IT’S40degreesCelsiusatMohan
Kumar’swheatfield,buthe’sun-
fazed. “Garmi se pareshan nahin
hain (The heat doesn’t worry
me),” says the 47-year-old,who
farms 52 acres— 12 of his own
and40leased—atKheraPatauda
village inHaryana’s Jhajjar.
The reason: Kumar’s entire

wheaton30acres--theremain-
ing22acreshavemustard--was
sown early, betweenOctober 8
andNovember1. Itcould,there-
fore, escape the sudden heat
spike from the second half of
March,whichscientistsfearmay
impact grain yields in many
wheat-growingareas.
Maximum temperatures in

Jhajjar crossed 35 degrees on
March 15, 38 onMarch 20, and
40bythemonth-end.Butwhen
TheIndianExpressvisitedKumar
onMondayafternoon,hehadal-

ready harvested the crop on all
but 3 acres. “I should get 65
mannperacre(26quintals;one
mannis40kg)fromthisplot.My
average yields on the rest were
55mann (22quintals/acre). But
that was due to water-logging
from toomuch rain in January
andnotheat,”hesays.
A typical 140 to 145-day

wheatcroptakes90to100days
for flowering. That’s when the
“baali” (earheads bearing the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Couldnot
hearplea
earlierdue
toCovid:CJI

MohanKumarathis farmin
Jhajjardist.HarishDamodaran

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

After missile
‘malfunction’,
BrahMos buyer
Manila called
Indian envoy

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

DAYSAFTER the “accidental fir-
ing” of an Indianmissile which
landed in Pakistan, the
Philippines, which is buying
BrahMos missiles from India,
reachedout to Indiaandsought
an explanation on what had
happened.
Defence Secretary Delfin

Lorenzana,oneof themostsen-
iorministers in the Philippines
cabinetledbyPresidentRodrigo
Duterte, hadcalled inShambhu
S Kumaran, Indian ambassador
inManila.
Kumaran told Lorenzana

therewasnotechnicalissuewith
themissile systemsandan “en-
quiry was underway”. He also
conveyed that as andwhen the
probedetailsareavailable, itwill
besharedwith theauthorities.
The accidental firing of the

missile— itwas believed to be a
BrahMosbuttherewasnoofficial
word on that— triggered some
concerninManila.OnJanuary28
thisyear,thePhilippinessigneda
deal tobuythreebatteriesof the
BrahMosmissilewhich isdevel-
oped jointly by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO)andRussia’s
NPOMashinostroyeniya.
Manufactured by BrahMos

Aerospace in India, the
Philippinesdeal isworthnearly
$375million,andisbeingtouted
asIndia’sfirstsignificantdefence
export.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

KHUSHBOONARAYAN&
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI, APRIL5

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED)movedagainst twopromi-
nent Opposition leaders on
Tuesday,provisionallyattaching
assetsworthRs115crore linked
to threepersons inMumbai, in-
cludingthewifeofShivSenaMP

Sanjay Raut, and, in a separate
move,assetsworthRs4.81crore
ofcompaniesallegedlylinkedto
AAP leader and Delhi Minister
Satyendra Jainandhis relatives.
In both cases, the central

agency moved under the
PreventionofMoneyLaundering
Act (PMLA).
InMumbai,theEDsaiditscase

is linked to alleged irregularities
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

AAP’sSatyendar Jainand
ShivSena’sSanjayRaut
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WithoutnamingRussia,Delhi’s strongest statementyet

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

WITHIMAGESof civilianbodies
littering the streets of Bucha
sparking a global outcry, India
Tuesday “unequivocally con-
demned” thekillingsas “deeply
disturbing” and supported the
call for an “independent probe”
into the happenings in the
Ukrainiantownwhichhadbeen
under Russian occupation until
recently.
This is the strongest state-

ment by New Delhi so far on
Russia'sactions following its in-
vasion of Ukrainewhich began
February24.
Aheadofthestatementatthe

UnitedNationsSecurityCouncil,
US Secretary of State Antony J
BlinkenspoketoExternalAffairs
Minister S Jaishankar. Thiswas
theirsecondconversationwithin
aweek. They are due tomeet in
WashingtonDConApril11forthe
Indo-US 2+2meeting between

ForeignandDefenceministers.
At the UNSC meeting on

Ukrainewhichwasaddressedby
Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy,TSTirumurti, India's
PermanentRepresentativeatthe
UN, without naming Russia,
said: "Recent reports of civilian
killings inBuchaaredeeplydis-
turbing.Weunequivocally con-

demnthesekillingsandsupport
the call for an independent in-
vestigation.”
“ThesituationinUkrainehas

not shown any significant im-
provement... the security situa-
tion has only deteriorated, as
well as its humanitarian conse-
quences,”hesaid. “Wehopethe

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DELHIHASmaintaineda
diplomaticbalanceon
theUkraineconflict. But
theBuchakillingshave
led toshrinkingof India's
diplomatic spacecreated
withmucheffort. This
haspromptedDelhi to
condemnthe incident,
indirectly targeting
Moscow.
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CondemnBuchakillings,
backcall for probe: India
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ATUN, ZELENSKYY
ACCUSESRUSSIAN
MILITARYOFWAR
CRIMES PAGE13

In19tranchessince2018,pollbonds
worthRs9,208croresold:Govtdata

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
&ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

THE RIPPLES of a letter by the
South MCD mayor, directing
meat shops in South Delhi to
shutduringNavratri,werefeltat
several Delhi neighbourhoods
Tuesday as some shopkeepers
downed shutters out of fear
whileothersdecidedtoopen,al-
beit cautiously.
This came as the BJP, which

rulesDelhi’sthreecivicbodies—
South,EastandNorth—doubled
down on the directive, with its
MP Parvesh Sahib Singh Verma
saying meat shops across the

country should be shut during
Navratri, and the opposition —
AAP, Congress and even former
J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah—hittingback.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Day after attack, police
back to guard 2 Pandit
families in Shopian
BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,APRIL5

THERE ARE only two Kashmiri
Pandit families living in
Chotigam village of Shopian –
the Bhats and a neighbour.
When militancy erupted in
Kashmir and other Pandits left
the Valley, including over a
dozen families from Chotigam,
the twodecided tostayback.
On Monday evening, Anil

Kumar Bhatwas sitting outside
hismedical shopwhen he saw
twoyouthsdriveuponamotor-
cycle,andoneofthemalightand
go in. Anil thought they had
come to buy somemedicines.

Suddenly, he says, gunshots
punctuated the silence of the
sleepyvillage,andAnil’sbrother
Bal Krishan Bhat came out
screaming.
Anil says: “They fired at Bal

Krishan with a pistol. They
aimed at his head, but he cov-
ered it with his arms, and that
savedhim.”
A critical Bal Krishan was

rushed to the Army’s 92 Base
Hospital in Srinagar. He is now
stable.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Raut in Mumbai, Jain in Delhi: ED
attaches assets linked to Opp leaders

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI, APRIL5

THEECONOMICruinappears to
have brought to an abrupt end
therulingRajapaksafamily'sto-
tal domination of Sri Lanka, but
the country finds itself in the
middleofapeculiarpoliticalcri-
sis today: theOppositionseems
almost diffident about testing
what is left of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa's
support inParliament.
While the President is di-

rectly elected and firewalled
from changes in Parliamentary
configurations, thegovernment
isnowinminorityafterabout40

lawmakers inthebigtentcalled
Sri Lanka People's Freedom
Alliancedecided toquit the rul-
ing coalition and function as an
“independent”group.

Therearenomovesyettoget
thegovernmenttoproveitsma-
jority on the floor of theHouse,
and the PrimeMinister and the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

JALBOARD&NDMC
ISSUE,THENTAKEBACK,
RAMZANCIRCULARS
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Policeguardaroad leadingtoParliament inColomboon
Tuesday.Reuters PRESIDENTREVOKESEMERGENCY,PAGE13

Hot March may singe
wheat, crop sown late
set to suffer yield loss

Fear, confusion after Delhi
meat shop directive; apply
across country: BJP MP

PMLIKELY TOVISIT
JAMMUONAPRIL 24
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ShopsatINAmarketwere
shutTuesdaymorning.Some
openedlater.TashiTobgyal
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Amid financial ruin, Sri Lanka
caught in political deadlock
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Bucha killings
international communitywill
continuetorespondpositivelyto
humanitarianneeds.Wesupport
callsurgingforguaranteesofsafe
passage to deliver essential hu-
manitarian and medical sup-
plies.” Keeping in view the “dire
humanitarian situation” in
Ukraine,TirumurtisaidIndiahas
beensendinghumanitariansup-
plies to Ukraine and its neigh-
bours--theseincludemedicines
andotheressentialreliefmaterial.
“Westandreadytoprovidemore
medicalsuppliestoUkraineinthe
comingdays,”hesaid
Urging that humanitarian

help shouldnot be “politicized”,
hesaid,“Allowmetoreiteratethe
importance of UN Guiding
Principles of Humanitarian
Assistance once again.
Humanitarian actionmust al-
waysbeguidedbytheprinciples
of humanitarian assistance, i.e.,
humanity, neutrality, impartial-
ity, and independence. These
measuresshouldneverbepoliti-
cized.”HereiteratedIndia'scallfor
anendtoviolenceandadvocated
diplomacy -- in linewithwhat
Delhi has conveyed to Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Ukraine'sZelenskyy.
“India continues to remain

deeplyconcernedattheworsen-
ingsituationandreiteratesitscall
for immediate cessation of vio-
lence and end to hostilities.We
haveemphasized right fromthe
beginningoftheconflicttheneed

topursue thepathof diplomacy
anddialogue.Wheninnocenthu-
manlivesareatstake,diplomacy
mustprevailastheonlyviableop-
tion. In thiscontextwetakenote
of theongoing efforts, including
themeetings held recently be-
tweentheparties,”hesaid.
In another reference to

Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
Tirumurti said: "Wecontinue to
emphasize to allmember states
of theUNthat theglobalorder is
anchored on international law,
UNCharterandrespectforterrito-
rial integrity and sovereignty of
states.”Healsopointedtotheim-
pactofthecrisisonIndia'sdomes-
tic prices – oil prices have been
hiked by Rs 9.20 in 15 days in
India. “The impact of the crisis is
beingfeltbeyondtheregionwith
increasingfoodandenergycosts,
especially formanydeveloping
countries.Itisinourcollectivein-
teresttoworkconstructively,both
inside the United Nations and
outside,towardsseekinganearly
resolutiontotheconflict,”hesaid.
Thegraphicimagesofkillings

inBucha,atownnorthofKyiv,has
shocked the international com-
munity. Zelenskyy has called it
“genocide”.HetravelledtoBucha
Monday. Ukraine said its forces
haveretakenallareasaroundKyiv
forthefirsttimesincethestartof
theRussianinvasion,accordingto
Reuters. US Secretary of State
Blinken said that the Bucha im-
ages are "apunch to thegut.We
have comeout and said thatwe
believe that Russian forces have

committedwarcrimesandwe've
beenworkingtodocumentthat."
British Foreign Secretary Liz

TrusssaidRussia's"indiscriminate
attacksagainstinnocentcivilians
... must be investigated aswar
crimes."NATOSecretaryGeneral
JensStoltenbergsaidthis is"bru-
talityagainstcivilians"notseenin
Europefordecades.
German Foreign Minister

AnnalenaBaerbocktweetedthat
theimagesemergingfromBucha
are"unbearable.""Thoserespon-
sibleforthesewarcrimesmustbe
heldaccountable,"shesaid.
Rejecting the allegations,

Russia's envoyat theUN,Vassily
Nebenzia,said:“Whathappened
inBucha isexactlya false flagat-
tack by the Kiev regime and its
Western sponsors. Thepossible
goal of this provocation is horri-
fying andbrings back thenight-
mares of theNazi crimesduring
theSecondWorldWar.”

Poll bonds
in2018;Rs5071.99crorein2019;
Rs 363.96 crore in 2020; Rs
1502.29 crore in 2021; and Rs
1213.26crorein2022.
In 19 tranches since 2018,

bondsworth Rs 9208.23 crore
were sold. Political parties en-
cashedbondsworthRs 9187.55
crore.Thereplyalsostatedthatno
bondswere sold to foriegnenti-
tiesastheschemedoesnotallow
this.
Electoralbondsarepurchased

bydonorsandarevalidfor15days
fromthedateof issue.Adebt in-
strument,thesecanbeboughtby
donors fromabank, and thepo-
liticalpartycanthenencashthem.
These canbe redeemedonly by
an eligible party by depositing
them in its designated account
maintainedwithabank.
ThebondsareissuedbySBIin

denominations of Rs 1,000, Rs
10,000, Rs1 lakh, Rs10 lakhand
Rs1crore.
InMarch2021, the Supreme

CourthaddismissedADR’sprayer
tostayfreshsaleofelectoralbonds
while an earlier petition it filed
againsttheschemeispending.
Disputing the NGO’s con-

tention regarding “complete
anonymity” of bondpurchasers,
thecourtsaid“it isnotasthough
theoperationsundertheScheme
arebehindironcurtainsincapable
of being pierced”. The court
pointedoutthatbondshadbeen
issuedinthepast--in2018,2019
and2020--“withoutanyimped-
iment”andithadalreadyordered
“certainsafeguards”bywayofan
interimorderonApril12,2019.
InitsApril2019interimorder,

which also cameonan applica-
tionbyADR, the SupremeCourt
had directed political parties to
“forthwith” submit details of
these bonds to the Election
Commission. That order toohad
comeonthepetitionfiledbyADR
inSeptember2017.
However, theNGOagain ap-

proached the court, contending
that the identity of the donors
couldneverbeknowntothepub-
lic.ThecourtreferredtotheECre-
ceivingdetailsofcontributionsre-
ceived through bonds, in
pursuanceof itsApril2019order,
andsaid“wedonotknowatthis
stageastohowfartheallegation
that under the Scheme, there
wouldbecompleteanonymityin
the financing of political parties
bycorporatehouses,bothinIndia
andabroad, issustainable”.

ED raids
inthePatrachawlredevelopment
project in Goregaon by Guru
Ashish Construction Pvt Ltd, a
subsidiary of Housing
Developmentand Infrastructure
Ltd (HDIL). InDelhi, the central
agency said the attachment of
properties linked to five compa-
niesweremade in connection
withacaseofmoneylaundering
againsttheDelhiHealthMinister.
Reacting to the ED action

against his wife Varsha Raut,
SanjayRaut said: “I’mnotone to
get scared. Seizemy property,
shoot me, or send me to jail,
Sanjay Raut is Balasaheb
Thackeray’s follower and a Shiv
Sainik, hewill fight and expose
everyone. I’m not one to stay
quiet, let themdance. The truth
will prevail.” The ED action in
Mumbaiisthelatestinaseriesof
moves by the central agency
against leaders of theMVAgov-
ernmentinMaharashtra,includ-
ingDeputyCMAjitPawarandfor-
mer state homeminister Anil
DeshmukhofNCP,andTransport
MinisterAnilParabofShivSena.
TheAAP,meanwhile,saidthe

EDmoveagainstJainreflectedthe
rulingBJP’s“fearof itsexpansion
across the country”. “Given the
waythe(Arvind)Kejriwalmodel
is beingacceptedandembraced
everywhere, we had expected
that the BJP will use agencies
against theOpposition as usual.
They registeredmore than 100
casesagainstourMLAsandmin-
isters,andeachonehasbeendis-
missedincourt.SatyendarJainis
a staunchlyhonestmanand this
casewill alsobe completelydis-
missed,”thepartysaid.

InastatementontheMumbai
case, the ED said: “The attached
assetsareinformoflandsheldby
PravinMRaut,formerdirectorof
GuruAshishConstructionPvtLtd,
MumbaiatPalghar,aflatatDadar
ofVarshaRautandplotsatKihim
beach at Alibaug jointly held by
VarshaRaut,wife of Shri Sanjay
Raut, andSwapnaPatkar,wifeof
ShriSujitPatkar.”
The ED had arrested Pravin

Raut,abusinessman,onFebruary
4 forhaving allegedly “diverted”
Rs100crore received fromHDIL
to various accounts of “his close
associates, familymembers, his
business entities”, including the
familyofSanjayRaut.
The ED has claimed that its

probeintoallegedirregularitiesin
theredevelopmentofPatrachawl
found an agreement signedbe-
tweenMaharashtraHousingand
Area Development Authority
(MHADA) and Guru Ashish
Construction. According to ED,
GuruAshishConstructionwasto
provideflatsto672tenantsofthe
chawl, develop flats forMHADA
andselltheremainingareatopri-
vate builders. However, the ED
said,thedirectorsofGuruAshish
Construction, including Pravin
Raut, allegedlymisledMHADA
and sold space to nine develop-
ers, collecting Rs 901.79 crore,
withoutconstructingtheportion
forthetenantsandtheMHADA.
“Further, Guru Ashish

Construction Pvt Ltd has also
launched one project namely
Meadowsand took thebooking
amount of aroundRs 138 crore
from flat buyers. The total pro-
ceeds of the crimegeneratedby
directors of Guru Ashish
ConstructionsPvtLtdthroughthe
illegal activities was approxi-
matelyRs1,039.79crore,”saidthe
EDstatement.TheEDhasalleged
that in 2010, a part of the “pro-
ceedsofcrime”ofRs83lakhwas
transferred toVarshaRaut from
MadhuriRaut, thewifeof Pravin
Raut. “This amountwasutilised
byVarshaRautforpurchaseofflat
atDadar.Itisalsorevealedthataf-
ter initiationof ED investigation,
the amount of Rs 55 Lakhwas
transferred by Varsha Raut to
Madhuri Raut,” said the state-
ment.
AccordingtoED,atleasteight

plots at Kihimbeach inAlibaug
were allegedlypurchased in the
nameofVarshaRautandSwapna
Patkar, thewife of Sujit Patkar,
who was a close associate of
Sanjay Raut at the time. These
properties, too,havebeenprovi-
sionallyattached,theEDsaid.
The EDaction against Jain in

Delhi is based on an FIR filed by
the CBI in 2017 against theAAP
MinisterunderthePreventionof
CorruptionAct.Apartfromprop-
ertieslinkedtothefivecompanies
-- AkinchanDevelopers Pvt Ltd,
IndoMetal ImpexPvtLtd,Paryas
Infosolutions Pvt Ltd,
Mangalayatan Projects Pvt Ltd
and J J Ideal Estate Pvt Ltd -- the
ED has provisionally attached
propertiesbelongingtofourper-
sons, Swati Jain, Sushila Jain, Ajit
PrasadJainandInduJain.
In a statement issued on

Tuesday, the ED said:
“InvestigationbyEDrevealedthat
duringtheperiod2015-16,when
Sh. Satyendar Kumar Jainwas a
public servant, the above-men-
tioned companies beneficially
ownedandcontrolledbyhimre-
ceivedaccommodationentriesto
the tune of Rs.4.81 crore from
shell companies against cash
transferredtoKolkata-baseden-
try operators through Hawala
route. These amounts were
utilisedfordirectpurchaseofland
orfortherepaymentofloantaken
for purchaseof agricultural land
inandaroundDelhi.”
Theagencyhadrecentlysum-

monedJainagaininthecaseafter
questioninghimin2018.

(WITHENS/DELHI)

BrahMos buyer
Speaking at a sessionorgan-

ised by the Ananta Centre
Tuesday, Kumaran said: “Iwon’t
call it a concern, but therewas a
query... I didhaveaconversation
with theDefence Secretary, and
explained tohim that therewas
no technical issue (with the sys-
tem) and an enquiry is under-
way.”WhiletheBrahMosmissile
is a joint venture with Russia,
KumaransaidIndiausesit“exten-
sively” and there is “confidence”
inthemissilesystem.
OnMarch10, a day after the

incident tookplace, thePakistan
Army said that an unarmed
Indiansupersonicmissiletookoff
fromSirsaandlandednearMian
Channu in Khanewal district,
around124km inside Pakistani
territory.OnMarch11,theIndian
government said itwas an acci-
dental firing. The Ministry of
Defence,inastatement,said:“On
9March2022, in the courseof a
routinemaintenance,atechnical
malfunctionledtotheaccidental
firing of a missile. The
Governmentof Indiahastakena
seriousviewandorderedahigh-
levelCourtof Enquiry. It is learnt
thatthemissilelandedinanarea

ofPakistan.Whiletheincident is
deeplyregrettable,itisalsoamat-
terofreliefthattherehasbeenno
lossof lifeduetotheaccident.”

Meat shop order
In a letter to the SouthMCD

Commissioner on Monday,
mayor Mukkesh Suryaan had
sought “closure of meat shops
duringthenine-dayperiodofthe
Navratri festival extending from
April2toApril11”.Hewrotethat
during thisperiod, “people forgo
even theuseof onionandgarlic,
and the sight ofmeat being sold
in open or near templesmakes
themuncomfortable”.
Verma,who represents the

West Delhi Lok Sabha seat,
TuesdaysaidMuslimsshouldnot
be influenced by “provocative”
statementsmadebyleaderssuch
asAsaduddinOwaisi, and to re-
spect theHindu festival. He said
otherswould also respect their
sentimentswhen their festivals
come.Therearearound1,500reg-
istered meat shops under the
SDMC’sjurisdiction.Whilethisis
thefirsttimeacivicbodyinDelhi
hassoughtclosureofmeatshops
duringNavratri, it is not the first
timeithastriedregulatingthem.
Inthepast,MCDshaveasked

shopkeepers todisplaywhether
themeat sold is jhatka or halal,
andalso tried toclampdownon
meatbeingdisplayedintheopen.
On theground, though, enforce-
menthasbeendifficult.
TheCongresscalledthelatest

move a cheappublicity stunt as
the mayor does not have the
power to impose it. “The
Commissionerhas thepower to
imposesuchbansandthesestate-
mentsbythemayorareonlytobe
in thenewsandpleasehis lead-
ers,” said Delhi Congress vice-
presidentAbhishekDutt.
AAP’sMCDin-chargeDurgesh

PathaksaidtheBJPshouldimpose
such aban inUttar Pradesh and
Haryana,whichtheyrule, if they
hope to find success in imple-
mentingit inDelhi.
And on Tuesday night,

Abdullah tweeted: “During
Ramzanwe don’t eat between
sunrise&sunset.Isupposeit’sOK
ifwebaneverynon-Muslimres-
ident or tourist from eating in
public, especially in theMuslim
dominatedareas.Ifmajoritarian-
ismisrightforSouthDelhi, ithas
toberightforJ&K.”
While anofficial notification

hadnotbeenissueduntilTuesday,
manyshopownersinSouthDelhi
trode cautiously. All 38 meat
shops at the INAMarket were
shut Tuesday morning, said
RameshBhutani, president, INA
MarketTraders’Association.
“Thetraderscametomeetme

intheafternoon.Sincewedidnot
getanyofficialorder,Iaskedthem
toopen,” Bhutani said. Shops at
themarket also supply tohotels,
andthatsupplycouldbehitifthey
arenotallowedtoopen,headded.
JaswantSinghwasamongthe

meat shop owners who kept
shutters down in themorning,
but opened after the meeting
with thepresident of theassoci-
ation.“Weopenedintheevening.
The stockwill go badotherwise
andleadtohugelosses.We’restill
notsureaboutwhattodotomor-
row,”hesaid.
KrishanKumar,whochoseto

keephis shopclosedallday, said
theyhad read in thepapers that
thoseopeningtheirshopswould
faceapenaltyorgettheirlicences
cancelled. “Ifweweretold inad-
vance,wewouldn’thavestocked
up onmeat. I have stockworth
nearlyRs2lakh.Theworkerswho
help with chopping meat or
cleaningwilllosetheirdailywage
of at least Rs 500 per day if the
markethastoshut,”hesaid.
MeatshopsatINAmarketare

openallweek,evenonTuesdays,
whenmeat shops inotherparts
of thecityareusuallyshut.
AshokBajaj,whoownsa fish

store and twomeat shops at the
market, which were all shut
Tuesday,saidlosseswouldbeim-
menseiftheyhavetoshutduring
Navratri — from April 2 to 11.
“Labourerswill loseout ondaily
wagesaswell,”hesaid.
Shop owners gathered in

groupsat themarket, discussing

thesituationandtryingtodecide
if they can lift the shutters on
Wednesday. The meat comes
from the Ghazipur slaughter-
house, which is also shut on
Tuesday, said Mohammad
Ibrahim,whose storewas open
butwithoutmuch stock. Each
tradermight purchase anything
between20kgto50kgforsale,he
said.Atmarket2inCRPark,nearly
all of the 20 shops are usually
closed on Tuesdays, said
AurobindaDas,who runs a fish
stall. “We are not sure if we can
opentomorrow.Welearntabout
what theMayor saidwhen cus-
tomers called us and asked us
abouttheclosure.Wehavenotre-
ceived any official notice yet. If
meat shops are asked to shut,
does that also include fish? It’s a
cleanmarket,andwearenotclose
toatemple,”hesaid.
Shishir Hajra, who owns an

establishmentatthemarket,said:
“I usually open the shop on
Tuesdays. I foundout about this
whenIcamehereinthemorning,
anddecided tokeep it closed to-
day.” DuringNavratri, sales are
slowanyway,saidtradersatboth
markets.WhileBhutaniestimates
thatsalesfallattheINAmarketby
about40percentduringNavratri,
KrishanKumarpeggeditatabout
25percentlessthannormal.
MeatstoresatHauzKhasand

JamiaNagar,meanwhile, were
open.Mohammad Junaid,who
runsameatshopinJamiaNagar,
said: “We usually shut only on
Fridays.” Mohammad
Amanullah,who runs a chicken
andmuttonshopatJamiaNagar,
said: “Till the procedure is fol-
lowed and a circular is issued,
shopscan’tbeaskedtoshut.The
shopsherewereopentoday.”
Haseen,whorunsKallumeat

shopatHauzKhas, said that the
establishment was open on
Tuesday.“We’llhavetoseeabout
tomorrow, but noorderwas re-
ceivedtoday.”

Sri Lanka
President have givenno indica-
tion that theymight step down
evenascalls forthemtogogrow
louderonthestreets.
Whilethecombinedopposi-

tionmay not have the required
numbers to formagovernment,
theonlypossiblechallengerindi-
cated in Parliament on Tuesday
thathewouldplay a longgame.
Leader of Opposition Sajith
Premadasa, son of former
PresidentRanasinghePremadasa
and head of Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB) or United
People's Power, demanded that
the executive presidency be
scrappedimmediately.
“Peoplewant a new begin-

ning.Thepresentgovernmentre-
ceived amassivemandate from
peoplewhowerefullofexpecta-
tions.Allthisislosttoday,andthe
countrywantsanewbeginning.
Dothosewhoaregatheredinthis
chamber understand the plight
ofthepeople?Theyareunableto
buyessentialgoods.Peoplewant
this government to go home.
Timehascometochangetheex-
ecutive presidency.We have to
dothisurgently.Let’sdoitwithin
this week using the available
mechanism,”hesaid.
Sri Lanka's executive presi-

dency isoneof themostpower-
ful in the world. Even J R
Jayewardene,whobroughtinthe
presentpresidentialformofgov-
ernment in 1978, is said to have
jokedonce that the only thing a
President of Sri Lanka does not
have the powers to do was
changeamanintoawomanand
viceversa.Butithasbeenheldto
be the cause of many of Sri
Lanka's systemic problems, too.
Scrappingthesystemisamassive
constitutionalproject.
RebuffingGotabaya'sofferfor

theOppositiontojoina“national
government", which is being
seenasaployby theRajapaksas
to spread the blame evenly,
Premadasa said the SJBwas not
preparedtoindulgein“agameof
musicalchairs”withCabinetpo-
sitions.With 54 seats, SJB is the
mainOppositionparty.
SomeParliamentarianswho

have broken away from the
Rajapaksas have called for their

resignationandtheformationof
an interim government. The
UnitedNationalParty,SriLanka's
biggest party once, has no voice
after being reduced to a single
seat inParliament.
The political situation is ex-

pected to become clearer on
Wednesday when the
Parliament,whichhas225mem-
bers,will sit again to debate the
economicmeltdownthathasled
toanunprecedentedoutpouring
of public anger aftermonths of
cripplingshortages.
Protesters have poured out

ontothestreetsinseveralpartsof
the country, abusing the
Rajapaksafamily,askingthemto
quit,andforall thefamilymem-
bers to be arrested. OnTuesday,
a swarmof people gatheredout
outsideMahindaRajapaksa'sof-
ficial home, demanding that he
step down, and at several other
places inthecapital.
For the Rajapaksa brothers,

therecouldnothavebeenabig-
gerfall fromgrace.
Gotabayamadehis name as

thearchitectofthe2009military
victory against the Tamil Tigers,
anditwasonthebackofthatsuc-
cessthathewonwith52percent
ofthevotesinthe2019presiden-
tial election. And,Mahinda led
theSLPFAtoatwo-thirdsvictory
in the 2020parliamentary elec-
tion.
Theyhavetriedtoshiftblame

fortheeconomiccrisistothepre-
viousgovernment.Butmostpro-
testers see themas responsible.
Themeltdownwastriggeredbya
shortageofdollars,whichinturn
was the result of economicmis-
management -- several analysts
pointtoGotabya'swaiverofindi-
recttaxes,anelectionpromiseas
oneexample—andthecomplete
failure to anticipate the conse-
quencesof thepandemic.

Day after attack
The attack on the Kashmiri

Pandit, the first such after a gap
of fivemonths –whenapromi-
nentbusinessmanhadbeenshot
inSrinagar–hasleftachill inthe
area.Chotigamisasleepyvillage,
on the border of Shopian and
Kulgam.TheBhatbrothers,who
live in a joint familywith their
parentsandrunthemedicalshop
from the outer portion of their
house,gotmarriedonlylastyear.
Until2016,theBhatsenjoyed

police security. But after the
killing of Hizbul Mujahideen
commanderBurhanWani,when
militantsstartedtargetingpolice
pickets, the government re-
moved all small ones as these
werevulnerable.
On Tuesday, a team of J&K

Police returned toChotigamvil-
lagetoguardthetwoPanditfam-
ilies. A senior police officer in
South Kashmir told The Indian
Expresstheywereyettofindout
whowasbehindtheattack.“We
have got some leads and are
workingonthem,”hesaid.“Inthe
meantime,wehaveprovidedthe
families security cover so that
theyfeelsafe.”Anilsaysheisnot
reallysurprisedatwhathashap-
pened. “It is the story of the last
30years(of theValley),”hesays.
However, he doesn’t blame

hisneighbours,addingthatthey
have never had any trouble and
theyalllivepeacefully.“Whatcan
they dowhen you have a gun-
man standing in front of you?
Everyone tries to save their own
life.”
While scared, the Bhats say

theyarenotthinkingofasteplike
leavingtheirhomeyet.“Wehave
notdecidedanything,”Anilsays.
“Letthepatientfirstreturnhome
andonlythenwillwetakeacall.”

Hot March
flowers) fully emerge from the
tillers(stemsthatgrowfromthe
parentshoot).
Pollination(transferofpollen

from themale anther to the fe-
male stigma part of the same
flower) also takes place by this
time,whichisfollowedbyabout
25daysofearlykernelformation
(“milk” stage) and another 15
days or more of grain-filling
(“dough”).
Daytemperaturesshouldide-

ally be in the early-30 degrees

range during the dough stage,
when the kernel accumulates
starchandnutrients.
Forthewheatsownontime-

- before November 15 -- yield
losses fromthesoaringmercury
are seen to beminimal, as flow-
eringwould have been over by
mid-February.Muchofthegrain-
filling,too,wouldhavebeencom-
pletedwhentemperaturesreally
surged after aroundMarch 20.
Thelosseswouldbeevenlessfor
the crop sownby the firstweek
ofNovember.
Mohan Kumar planted 15

acresunderHDCSW-18,anearly-
sownwheat variety, between
October 8 and October 25. He
plantedanequal areaunder an-
other variety, WH-1142, from
October 25 toNovember 1. And
hehasmanaged toharvest over
22 quintals yields per acre --
abovethe19-20quintalsnormal
year average for Haryana and
Punjab--evenwithall-Indiaav-
eragemaximum temperatures
thisMarchbeingthehighestever
recorded for themonth, accord-
ing to aMetDepartment state-
mentonApril2.
“ThecropinPunjab,Haryana,

Madhya Pradesh andRajasthan,
which is largely timely or early
sown,maynotbeaffectedmuch.
Theproblemwouldbewith the
moderately late (mid to end-
November) to late (December
onwards) sownwheat inmost
partsofUttarPradeshandBihar,”
said Rajbir Yadav, head of the
Indian Agricultural Research
Institute’sdivisionofgenetics.
In UP, farmers usually plant

wheat aroundDecember after
harvestingtheir“ratoon”season
sugarcane.Thiscropisnowinthe
grain-filling stagewhenmaxi-
mum temperatures in Hardoi
and Shahjahanpur are at 41-42
degrees. Yadav is the chief
breeder of HDCSW-18, a high-
yieldingvarietysuitableforsow-
ing from the second week of
October.Normalwheatvarieties
cannot be sown before early-
November, as the crop tends to
prematurely flower 10-15 days
earlier.
HDCSW-18 has amild “ver-

nalisation requirement” or the
need foracertainminimumpe-
riodof lowwinter temperatures
for initiation of flowering. If it is
sown onOctober 15, flowering
andpollinationwilltakeanextra
10days:100-110days,insteadof
90-100. But even that’s over by
late-January or early-February,
givingalongerwindowforgrain-
filling.Thegeneral thumbrule is
that every extra day during the
grain-fillingstageconfersanad-
ditionalwheat yieldof 40-50kg
per hectare. HDCSW-18 is also
amenableforzero-tillageagricul-
ture: Farmers harvesting paddy
inearly tomid-October cansow
this wheat the same day -- di-
rectlywiththeleftoverstubbleon
thefieldusingaHappySeeder.
But terminal heat stress --

highMarchtemperaturesforcing
premature ripening and drying
of wheat grains -- isn’t the only
issuefacingfarmers.
Kumar’smustardyieldshave

alsoaveragedonly15mannor6
quintals per acre this time, as
against 22mann (8.8 quintals)
lastyear.Thecause:Excessrains
in Januarywhenthecropwas in
latefloweringstage.
“Januarywasbadformustard

and March for wheat,” says
PawanKumarChauhan,whohas
grownthetwocropson9.5acres
and3.5acres, respectively.
This farmer from Jatauli in

Gurgaondistrict’s Pataudi tehsil
harvested only 17-18mann of
mustard per acre this March,
compared to last time’s 24-25
mann. The only consolation is
thathehasrealisedahigherprice
forhiscrop--Rs6,400-6,400per
quintalversusRs5,200-5,300last
March-April -- at the local
Haileymandimarket.
As things stand, the Union

AgricultureMinistrymayhaveto
revise downwards its all-time-
high production estimates of
111.32million tonnes (mt) for
wheatand,maybe,alsothe11.46
mtforrapeseed-mustard.
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Quantum
leap in Power

Sector

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
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Peace, Progress, Prosperity, People First

226
33/11kV Substations

Installed/
Augmented

2243 52536702
CKM HT Lines Laid CKM LT Lines LaidDistribution

Transformers
Installed

Massive capacity addition in Power
Transmission System in 2021-22

A `5000cr investment in System Strengthening
yields impressive outcomes in Power Distribution
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March31,2021

9153MVA

TotalTransformation
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March31,2022

11016MVA
11016MVA
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• AT PRESENT 3500 MW
• TO DOUBLE IN 3 YEARS
• TO TRIPLE IN 7 YEARS
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OBSERVING THAT society can
withdraw liberty sanctioned to
an individual when he
becomes a danger to societal
order, aDelhi court hasdenied
bail to eight Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha (BJYM) activists,
who barged through security
barricades and smeared paint
on Chief Minister Kejriwal's
residence onMarch30.
Additional Sessions Judge

NaveenKumarKashyapdenied
bail to the eight accused
observing that "prima facie it
is clear that their fundamental
right to peacefully protest is
exceeded by them
knowingly/intentionally”.
The court said that the

"liberty of an individual is not
absolute”.

"The society, by its
collectivewisdomthrough the
process of law, can withdraw
the liberty that it has
sanctioned to an individual
whenan individual becomes a
danger to the societal order. A
society expects responsibility
and accountability from the
member, and it desires that the
citizens should obey the law,
respecting it as a cherished
social norm," the court said.
It emphasised thatwhenan

individual "behaves in a
disharmonious manner
ushering in disorderly thing,
which the societydisapproves,
the legal consequences are
bound to follow”.
The court agreed that the

right to assemble and protest
by a political party is a
fundamental right, but added
that "such right is subject to
certain restrictions and is not

anuncontrolled one”.
"In thepresent case, it is not

a simple case that they
protested and ended their
protest then and there…
despite telling protesters and
their leaders, including the
present applicants, they can
protest at aparticularplace,

they did not comply with the
same," the court said.
Senior advocateKirtiUppal,

who argued on behalf of the
accused, told the court that the
offences in this case are
punishable with
imprisonment of less than
sevenyears and, in violationof

the SupremeCourt guidelines,
police "didnot serveanynotice
and straight away arrested the
accused illegally”.
Uppal argued that "there

was no intention to hurt
anyone" and it "was only a
demonstrationwhich is a right
of every citizen and political
party under the constitution”.
The court agreed with

Uppal's arguments and sent a
copy of the order to the DCP
concerned for action against
the police for not following
proper guidelines.
The police told the court

that a request to protest by
Tejasvi Surya, national
president, BJYM and other BJP
leaders and supporters outside
the CM’s residence had been
denied. Police submitted that
onMarch 30, around 200-250
BYJM supporters were guided
about a designated spot for a

protest, but "they started
moving towards 'first layer' of
barricades andstartedpushing
the barricades to break the
chain”.
Police argued that water

cannonswereusedagainst the
protesters when they crossed
the second layer of barricades,
but some of themmanaged to
sneak through the third layer
of barricades via the bushes
and started charging heavily.
The state prosecutor argued
that the investigationwasat an
initial stage and search for the
other absconding accusedwas
underway.
Nearly 200members of the

BJYM, the BJP’s youth wing,
had staged a protest outside
Kejriwal’s house against his
remarks on the ‘The Kashmir
Files’. They broke the boom
barrier, banged the main gate
before painting it red.

DuringtheprotestonMarch30.AmitMehra

BAILDENIEDTO8BJYMMEMBERS

Protesterswho targetedCMhome ‘exceeded
fundamental right to peacefully protest’: Court

IN SINGLE FILE
Busesat ITOonTuesday.Theyhavebeenassignedlanesonat least15roadstretchesacross thecapital, andthetransport
enforcementteamhas issuedchallansofRs10,000to35busdrivers tillnow.GajendraYadav

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

THEDELHIHigh Court has held
the Engineer-in-Chief and an
Executive Engineer of Delhi’s
PublicWorksDepartmentguilty
of contempt of court in a case
pertaining to the chopping of
roots of trees in Chittaranjan
Park. The officers have been di-
rectedtoremainpresentonApril
7 for sentencing.
“It was for the PWD to have

ensured that such damagewas
prevented. Not doing so, it has

beencomplicit inthedamageto
the trees.ThePWDitself has re-
laid the pavements and created
manholes of 6x6 radius around
16 trees,” said Justice Najmi
Waziri inanorder.
JusticeWazirifurthersaidthe

“imperativeof protecting trees”
can never be overlooked, as the
cityhaswitnessedtheworstpe-
riod of air pollution in the past
four-five years. “The generation
offreshoxygenbytreesandtheir
acting as carbon sumpswould
alwaysmitigate air pollution,”
observed thebench.
Italsonotedthatastretchofa

roadisdugupbyoneagencyand
no sooner before thework ordi-
narily is completed by that
agency,anotherdigsupthesame
road. “This cycle continues year-
round,beitfortheworkoflaying
down internet cables, electricity
lines,water pipes, telephone ca-
bles,etc,”saidthecourt.
ThecourtonFebruary25had

taken a strongnote of the dam-
age being done to trees by the
governmentagencieswhilecar-
rying out the works on Bipin
ChandraPalMargandnearbyar-
eas, and issued notices to the
CEO of BSES Rajdhani Power

Limited,Engineer-in-Chiefofthe
PWD,otherofficialsof theforest
department and the SHO of
Chittaranjan Park police station
inthecontemptpetitionfiledby
NewDelhiNatureSociety.
Both the Engineer-in-Chief

and the Executive Engineer had
notrespondedtothecourt’sno-
tice by the time the order was
passed. “They are held guilty of
contempt of court for wilfully
disobeying thedirectionsof this
court and of the NGT,” said the
bench.
Despiteastatusquobeingor-

dered by the court on February

25 , thecourtwas informedthat
constructionworkcontinuedat
thesite.Theworkwasbeingcar-
riedoutonaroadmaintainedby
the PWD, and it was on the de-
partment to ensure that the
work was stopped, advocate
AdityaNPrasad,whorepresents
thepetitioner, told thecourt.
Thegovernmentalsotoldthe

courtthattheTreeOfficeronin-
spectionof the site foundabout
13treeshadbeendamagedinan
exercisecarriedoutbytheSDMC
and 10 trees were damaged by
thePWD.Thecourtwas further
informedthattherealsowasun-

lawfulconcretisationoftheearth
around the trees. A fine of Rs
40,000 and Rs 1 lakh had been
imposedontheSDMCandPWD,
the forest department told the
court. “Callous and deliberate
disregard of the court’s direc-
tions and a concerted effort to
damagetheecologyof thecityis
clearly evident from the photo-
graphs,” it said, while also not-
ing that a boundary wall of a
CommunityCentre isbeing laid
down by damaging 13 fully
growntrees.
Thecourthasalsodirectedthe

Chief Secretary, Delhi to pass an

ordertomakeitmandatoryforall
governmentagenciestoseekper-
mission of the Tree Officer first
before the initiation of any civil
work,which is likely tobemade
within a distance of 2 metres
fromanyexistingtree.
“As andwhen a request for

police assistance ismade by the
TreeOfficeroraForestGuard,the
SHO concerned shall depute at
least two police officers so that
there is no threat to the life and
limbof the saidTreeOfficer. The
PoliceCommissioner,Delhishall
issue appropriate directions in
thisregard,”saidthecourtfurther.

FOR ‘WILFULLY DISOBEYING DIRECTIONS OF COURT AND NGT’

Tree damage in CR Park: PWD officials held guilty of contempt of court

ThecourthadonFeb25
takenastrongnoteof the
damagedonetotrees
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DELHI UNIVERSITY (DU) Vice-
ChancellorYogeshSinghTuesday
launchedtheadmissionpolicyof
the university’s Common
University EntranceTest (CUET),
outliningwhatsubjectsstudents
will need to sit in on for the en-
trance togain admission tovari-
ouscourses.
Singhsaid that since theuni-

versitywasmovingfromacut-off
based system to amerit list, col-
legeswould be given 30% addi-
tionalstudentsaccordingtotheir
seats,incaseofdropoutsorwith-
drawals. Sports and
Extracurricular Activities (ECA)
forwhichtrialshadstoppeddue
to the pandemic, will also be
restarted, he said. However, cer-
tificateswill also be considered
for italongwiththeCUETscore.
Dean Admissions Haneet

Gandhisaidtherewouldbethree
sections of the CUET 2022,
wherein the first section is di-
videdintotwoparts,andwillcon-
sist of 13 languages in the first
partand20languagesinthesec-
ond.“Itismandatoryforthecan-
didates to appear in at least one
language for admission toDelhi
University,outofboththeseparts
combined,”shesaid.
“The second section consists

of27domain-specifictopics.The
third section is basedongeneral
knowledgewhichwillbe forad-
missiontoBAProgramonly,”she
said.
For admission to most UG

programs, a candidate has to
choose at least three subjects
from the second section,which
has twoparts. Gandhisaidmost
B.Sc programswould be calcu-
lated based on Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics or
Biology. However, 30% of the
marksinanyonelanguageinthe
CUET,would also have to be ob-
tainedasqualifyingcriteria.
“ForadmissiontoBachelorof

Arts, acandidatewillhavetoap-
pear in the entrance test in any
one language from section one
and any three subjects from the
othersection.Meritwillbecalcu-
latedbasedonmarksobtainedby
thecandidateinthesamesubject
andlanguage,”saidGandhi.
“For BA (Hons) Economics, it

ismandatory for the candidates
totakethetestinMathematicsfor
the CUET.Merit for thiswill be
calculated based onmarks ob-
tained in the chosen language,
Mathematics and any two sub-
jects,”shesaid.
For admission to language

programs,candidatescanchoose
aparticularlanguageattheCUET
or take a test in any other lan-
guage.However, preferencewill
be given to those appearing for
the particular language. Yogesh
Singhsaidacandidatecanappear
inamaximumofsixsubjects,out
ofwhichonemustbealanguage
subject. The best score will be
considered for admission. “For
admission through Sports and
ECA,acandidatewillhavetoap-
pearforperformance-basedtests
alongwith the CUET.Merit for
thiswillbebasedonacombined
scoreof theCUET(25%)andper-
formance-based test (75%),” he
said.
Singh said as of now appli-

cantswillonlyneedtoregisteron
theNationalTestingAgencyweb-
sitewhichconductstheCUET,af-
terwhichtheymayneedtoregis-
ter on the DU website for
centralisede-counselling.
Askedwhat the admission

processwill beonce theexam is
given, Singh said, “Studentswill
gettheoptionoffillingtheirpref-
erenceofcollegesontheDUweb-
site,basedonwhichcollegeswill
beallocated.Collegeswillhaveno
say;itwillbedeterminedbystu-
dents. In the second round of
counselling,wewillgivestudents
the option to revise their prefer-
encesdependingontheirscorein
casetheydon’tgettheirpreferred
colleges,”hesaid.

Sportspersons who got
Olympic glory felicitated

IIT-D, Jal Board join hands
to work on water issues
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL5

THE INDIAN Institute of
Technology Delhi has signed a
memorandumofunderstanding
(MoU)withtheDelhiJalBoardto
collaborate onaddressing issues
relatedtowatersecurity.
As part of theMoU, theywill

collaborate on identifying re-
search&developmentinitiatives
in the areas ofwater supply and
distribution; wastewater con-
veyance,treatment,recycle/reuse
anddisposal.
“Bothsideswillworktowards

the development of policy and
bestpracticeinitiativesforwaste-
watertreatmentanditsreuse/re-
cyclingtoachievethegoalofzero
waste discharge into drains and
River Yamuna,” IIT-D said in a
statement.
“IIT Delhi, DJBwill work to-

gethertobuildsharedknowledge
platforms and to disseminate
dataandinformationproductsto
improveunderstandingofwater
andwastewatermanagemental-
ternativesforNCTofDelhi…They
willalsocollaboratetojointlyde-
velop the Smart Operation and

Management framework for
DJB’swater andwastewater in-
frastructure,” itsaid.
Someotherareasof collabo-

rationincludejointlydeveloping
“effectiveandefficientstrategies
formanagement, improvement
andrehabilitationofDJB’sWater
Distribution and Wastewater
Conveyance Systems” and “de-
veloping continuing education
andtrainingmodulesforin-serv-
iceofficersofDJB”.
Udit Prakash Rai, CEO, DJB,

said, “TheMoU seeks to foster a
partnership between IIT-D and
DJB,GovernmentofNCTofDelhi,
based on shared interests in the
area of water andwastewater
management and policy infra-
structurewithintheoverarching
domainofwatersecurityandsus-
tainabilityunderpresentandfu-
tureclimatescenarios.”
“ThisMoUwillprovideaplat-

formtofacilitatecollaborationbe-
tweenIIT-DandDJBinjointstud-
ies, research, training and data
sharing inproblems suchasop-
erationandmanagement,policy
andplanningofwaterandwaste-
water infrastructure”, said
ProfessorDhanyaCT,Department
ofCivilEngineering.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A DELHI court denied bail to
Rashtriya JanataDalParty(RJD)
leader and JamiaMillia Islamia
student Meeran Haider in an
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) case in connection
with theNortheastDelhi riots.
Additional Sessions Judge

Amitabh Rawat denied bail to
Haider, noting that there are
reasonable grounds for believ-
ing that the accusation against
him isprima facie true.
The court said Haider’s

lawyers arguing that the ac-
cusedhasworkedon socio-po-
litical issues and has a lot of
qualifications, including a PhD,
is not a relevant consideration
whiledecidingthebailapplica-
tion.
On the argument that

Haider was not present at the
spot during the riots, the court
heldthat“inacaseof aconspir-
acy, it isnotnecessarythatevery
accused should be present at
the spot.”
Special public prosecutor

Amit Prasadhadargued that at
the stage of bail, “evidence col-
lected by the investigating
agencyinreferencetotheaccu-
sation against the accused,
must prevail unless contra-
dicted and overcome or dis-
proved by other evidence and
on the face of it, shows the
complicity of the such accused
in the commission of the of-
fence.”
Haider is accused by police

of setting up anti-CAA protest
sites across Delhi and giving
provocative speeches there.He
hasalsobeenaccusedof raising
funds for the riots.
His lawyers have argued

that even taken at face value,
the allegations don't disclose
any crime committed under
UAPA.
Thedefencecounselargued

that “no material has been
placedonrecord toevenprima
facie showthatanymoneywas
receivedorusedbytheaccused
for financing the unfortunate
riots.”

Bail denied
to Jamia
student in
riots case

CUET 2022 will be
held in 3 sections:
SectionI isdivided into2
partsSectionIAandIB
■Thereare13 languages
inSectionIAand20
languages inSectionIB
■Candidateswillhaveto
appear inat leastone
language

Section II of CUET 2022
has 27 Domain-
Specific subjects
■Formostof the
programsatDU, the
candidatewillhave
tochooseat least3
subjects fromSectionII
■Subjects inSectionIIof
CUETarecategorised in
ListB1andB2

Candidatesmust appear
in CUET in the subject
combinations like:
■ForB.Sc. (Hons)
BiologicalSciences,
B.Sc.(Hons)Botany,B.Sc.
(Hons)Zoology —Physics
+Chemistry+Biology/
BiologicalStudies/
Biotechnology
■Meritwillbebasedon
the ‘CUETscore’
obtainedfromthe

above-mentionedsubjects
■Thecandidatemust
obtainaminimumof30%
marks inSectionIofCUET
ForB.Sc. (Hons)Chemistry,
B.Sc.(Hons)Physicsand
B.Sc. (H)Polymer
Science—Physics+
Chemistry+Mathematics

ForBA(Hons)Economics
■AnyoneLanguagefrom
ListA+Mathematics+
Anytwosubjectsout
ofwhichoneshould
befromListB1
FFoorrmmoossttooff tthheeBB..SScc
pprrooggrraammss,meritwillbe

calculatedonthebasisof
CUETscoresobtainedin3
subjects
■Obtainingaminimumof
30%marks inanyone
language inCUETis
mandatory

ForBachelorsofArts
(Languages)
■Thecandidatesmay
select that language in
CUETormayappear inany
other language
■However,preferencewill
begiventothose
candidates appearing in
theparticular language

HOWCUETWILLWORK

Admission under
CUET: V-C
outlines subjects
for entrance test

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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CHIEFMINISTERArvindKejriwal
handedovermonetaryawardsto
Olympicmedalwinnersandpar-
ticipants fromDelhi onTuesday.
WrestlerBajrangPuniawhowon
a bronze medal in the Tokyo
Olympicslastyearwaspresented
with a cheque of Rs 1 crore.
Sportspersonswhocompetedin
theOlympicsincludingtableten-
nis playerManikaBatra, shooter
DeepakKumar,andcoachShallaz
Kumar, who coaches high-
jumper Sharad Kumar, were
awardedRs10lakheach.
High-jumper SharadKumar,

whowonabronzemedal in the
Paralympics in Tokyo last year,
was presentedwith his letter of
appointment as an Assistant
Director in the Education
Department,accordingtoacom-
munication from theDelhi gov-
ernment.
TheDirectorate of Education

andSportshadorganisedacere-
monytofacilitatetheOlympians.
DeputyChiefMinisterManish

Sisodia, whowas at the event,
said: “From this session the ad-

missionsforourSportsUniversity
willbegin,whichwillgiveaplat-
formtotalentedindividualsfrom
alloverDelhiaswellasthecoun-
trytohonetheirmasteryintheir
choice of sport. School-level ad-
missions will also begin, for
which the Specialised School of
Excellence on Sports has been
launched by the Delhi Sports
UniversityandtheDirectorateof
Education,Delhi.”
Kejriwal said, “To develop a

sportspositivemindsetwehave
developed the Delhi Sports
University.Itisthefirstyearofthe
Sports University right nowbut
wewill dowhateverwe can to
makeitsuccessful.”
Athlete Sharad Kumar said,

“…please don't lose hope, you'll
feel aloneand feel likegivingup.
Butthat'sthetimeyourealisethat
underneathitallissomeonewho
will emergewith your perform-
ance. This has happened tome
andIhaveseenthatmostathletes
from Delhi have either left or
givenupthesport.ButIpersisted
and I standhere today andnow
theDelhigovernmenthasrecog-
nized it. This is a ray of hope for
everyone to follow their passion
andI'msuretimesarechanging.”

GopalRai
writesto
Bhupender
Yadavseeking
jointmeeting
NewDelhi: For the fourth
timeinaboutsixmonths,
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai haswritten to
Bhupender Yadav, Union
MinisterforEnvironment,
Forest and Climate
Change, asking for a joint
meeting with
EnvironmentMinisters
and experts of the NCR
statestoworkoutacollec-
tiveplanofactiontomiti-
gateairpollution.

HCdirects
govttomove
elephant
byApril15
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court has directed the
AAP government to en-
surethetranslocationofa
femaleelephant,whowas
takenawaybytheauthor-
ities fromanindividual in
2017onaccountofunsuit-
able standards for its care
and upkeep, from
Haryana’s YamunaNagar
to Gujarat’s Jamnagar by
April15.

DBSEsigns
MoUwith
German
cultural
association
NewDelhi:DelhiBoardof
School Education (DBSE)
has signed anMoUwith
Goethe-Institut/Max
Mueller Bhavan, a non-
profit German cultural
association operational
worldwide to promote
theGerman language, to
offer courses in govern-
mentschools.ENS

BRIEFLY

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,755 9,705
ICU BEDS 2,202 2,189

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
21,200

NOIDA
Apr4 Apr5

Cases 4 N/A
Deaths 0 N/A
GURGAON
Cases 36 55
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 48
OXYGENSUPPORT 4
VENTILATORSUPPORT 1

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,65,494

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
April4 82 95 1 6,114
April5 112 92 0 10,629
Total 488* 18,38,852 26,154 3,74,35,619
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi
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FORECAST: April6
Mainlyclearsky.Heatwave
conditionsatafewplaces.

S K Y WA T C H

MAX: 40
6.5°Cabove normal

MIN:19
0.4°Cabovenormal
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THEDELHIJalBoardTuesdaywithdrew
acircularthatgrantedtwo-hourleaveto
allMuslimemployees for themonthof
Ramzan–fromApril4toMay5.Laterin
the day, the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC)issuedandthenwith-
drew a circular giving permission to
Muslimemployees to leave early from
officeduringRamzan.
OnMonday,theDJBhadissuedacir-

cularwhichstated:“Thecompetentau-
thority has accorded approval to allow
shortleaveperiod(approxtwohoursper
day)bytheconcernedDDO/controlling
officertoMuslimemployeesduringthe
daysof Ramzan…subject to thecondi-
tionthattheywillaccomplishtheirwork
duringremainingofficehourssothatof-
ficeworkdoesnotsuffer.”
However, in a fresh order issued on

Tuesday, theDJBstated: “Acircularwas
issued on April 4 for short leave to
Muslim employees during the days of

Ramzan.Nowthecompetentauthority
hasdecidedtowithdrawtheorderwith
immediateeffect.”
The circular was undersigned by

VirenderSingh,AssistantCommissioner,
Welfare, DJB. Delhi Jal Board CEO, AAP
leader Saurabh Bhardwaj, did not re-
spond to calls andmessages seeking
comment.
On the NDMC circular beingwith-

drawn, the council’s V-C, BJP leader
SatishUpadhayay, said: “I spoke to the
chairman and competent authority to
withdrawtheorder.Youcall thisa sec-
ularcountry,whyareyougivingspecial
treatment to one particular commu-
nity? Hindus fast for nine days in
Navratras,whydon'tyougivethemtwo
hoursbreakinlunchandletthemleave
earlysotheycangotoatempleandper-
formpuja.”
AccordingtoaseniorDJBofficial, the

Board has issued circulars in previous
yearsgrantingshortleavesandrelaxation
toMuslimemployeesduringthemonth
of Ramzan.However,withdrawing the
orderhashappened for the first time. “I

have seennotifications since 2013.We
provideshortperiodleavesfollowingthe
request of theworkers’ union,which in
facthasamajorityofnon-Muslimmem-
bers...Thereisnocommunalorreligious
reasonbehind this order,” said a senior
officialfromthewelfaredepartment.
Theofficial added: “Thedecision (to

withdrawtheorder)wastakenatsecre-
tariatlevelandwehavebeenaskedtois-
sueafreshcircular.Butthatdoesn'tmean
Muslimemployeeswill bebarred from
prayingorperformingnamaz.Theycan
still do so like theyusually do. Also, the
short periodwas given during lunch-
time, so theemployeescanprayduring
lunchandthosewhoprayintheevening
canpray at that time. The Jal Board is a
seculardepartmentandrespectsallreli-
gionsandtheirrituals,”saidtheofficial.
BJPleaderKapilMishra,meanwhile,

waded into the issue, tweeting on
Tuesdaynight:“JaiShriRam.TheKejriwal
government had towithdrawanorder
giving separate holidays toMuslims
everydayduringRamzan. Itisnecessary
toopposeMuslimappeasement.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH5

THE FAMILY of 15-year-old Priya
Singh, whowentmissing andwas
later foundkilled inaroadaccident,
remembers her leaving home “to
meet her bua (aunt), who would
helpherwithstudies”. Itwasthelast
timetheywouldseeher.
At their home inWest Delhi’s

Mayapuri, thefamilytoldTheIndian
Express on Tuesday that they kept
searchingforherandalsocalledpo-
lice, but “nobodyhelped”. Little did
theyknowthatPriyahadbeenhitby
avehiclelessthan5kmfromherres-
idence.
“She was happy to return to

school recently.We remember she
was reading, and had decided to

meetherbua,wholives4-5kmfrom
our house. Her aunt helps herwith
studies. We had told her to come
backsoon.IwishIhadneverallowed
her (to go). Shewas a hardworking
andsweetgirl.Wedon’tknowwhat
to do now,” said Balram, her father,
whoworks as a helper in a private
firminDelhi.
PriyastudiedatSarvodayaKanya

Vidyalaya near Clock Tower. On
Saturday, shewent to school in the
morning and returnedhome in the
afternoon.Hermother,Suneeta,said
shehadbeenpushingherparentsto
buyheranewkurta.
Around 6 pm that day, she left

thehouse.Andaroundhalf anhour
later, Priyawas run over by a car in
Mayapuri. According to her family,
the accused driver, Ravi Prakash,
tookhertothehospitalandallegedly

fled from there. At Deen Dayal
Upadhyayhospital,doctorssaidshe
diedduringtreatment.Shehadsuf-
fered injuriesonherheadandback.
Herfamilywasmeanwhilebusy

looking for her. Rahul, her brother,
whoworksatashopinthearea,said,
“I was worried because our aunt
called and said Priya wasn’t at her
place.Itookmyfriendsandsearched
for her everywhere.We called the
police but they kept saying thatmy
sister must be with her friends. I
went toall shopsandrestaurants in
thearea to look forher.Atnight,we
went topolice station and reported
that she wasmissing. We pushed
them to file a kidnapping case.We
thought someonehadtakenher.”
OnSundayafternoon,thefamily

said they received a call and were
told that shewas at DDU hospital.

Theysaidthepolicemetthemthere
and told them their daughter had
died ina roadaccident.
“ I was devastated… I was cry-

ing... the police askedus to take the
body...butmywifeandotherfamily
members pushed for amedical re-
portandanFIR,” saidBalram.
Around 2-3 hours later, Prakash

wasarrestedandbookedundersec-
tions of rash driving and causing
deathbynegligence.Hewasreleased
onbail later.Delhi Policedenied the
allegations, saying they registered a
case as soonas thebodywas found.
DCP(West)GhanshyamBansalsaid,
“The accusedwas absconding. Our
teamscannedoveradozenCCTVsto
identify him and arrested him in a
day.”PolicesaidPrakash,whoworks
asaDTCdriver,wasallegedlytaking
asharpturnwhenhehit thegirl.

Jal Board&NDMC issue,
thenwithdraw, Ramzan
circulars for employees

15-year-old dead in hit and run, family says police
did not do enough: ‘All we want is a fair probe’

Cop ‘records woman
taking a bath’, FIR filed

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

THE ENVIRONMENT Commi-
ttee of the Delhi Legislative
Assembly,chairedbyAAPMLA
Atishi,hasaskedtheEastDelhi
Municipal Corporation com-
missioner to submit an action
plan by next Tuesday to clear
theGhazipur landfill.
After a fire broke out at the

landfill lastweek, the commit-
tee had summoned the com-
missioner Tuesday to explain
stepstakenbytheMCDtoclear
the landfill, and prevent fires.
“TheEDMChasstateditwilltake
10yearsatpeakperformanceto
clear the Ghazipur landfill,”
stated a communication from
the committee. The EDMChas
informed the committee nine
lakh tonnes of waste had been
cleared in the past year and a

half. This is out of the 140 lakh
tonnes of legacywaste lying at
thesite.TheEDMChasalsotold
thewaste-to-energyplantatthe
site is undergoing renovation
and is expected to be opera-
tional only fromMay this year.
According to information pre-
sentedbytheEDMCtothecom-
mittee,thedumpsiteisfilled,but
EDMChasnooptionbuttocon-
tinuedumpingwastethere.
Atishisaid:“It isshockingto

seethatdespiteyearsofpersist-
ing problems at the landfill
EDMCdoesnothaveaconcrete
plan to deal with hazardous
waste.” The EDMC had re-
questedDDAforlandforawaste
processing facility. DDAhadal-
lottedaparceloflandonYamuna
floodplains,andanexpertcom-
mittee appointed on orders of
NGT to oversee rejuvenation of
theriverandfloodplains,hadre-
jected the request to change
landuseof thefloodplains.

Gurgaon: A head constable of the Gurgaon Policewas
suspended for allegedly recordingavideoof awoman
whileshewastakingabath,policesaid.AnFIRwasreg-
istered andadepartmental enquiryhasbeen initiated
against theofficial, policeadded.
Police said the incident tookplace onApril 3. In the

policecomplaint, thewomansaidshewastakingabath
whentheaccusedpassedbycarryingabucket. “Iclosed
the bathroomdoor. There is no ceiling between bath-
rooms.Hewasrecordingavideofromanadjacentbath-
room.WhenIsawhim,Iyelledandheranaway.Ithenre-
portedtheincident topolice,” shesaid in theFIR.ENS

Atishi seeks report on
Ghazipur landfill from
MCD commissioner

New Delhi
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FROMTHECHAIR
RAJYASABHA

“Whenwe are in
oppositionwe approve,
and thenwhenwe are in
‘position’, our position
on thematter also
changes.”
VENKAIAHNAIDU,Chairman, onMP
Manoj Jha’s demand of changing the
nature of electionmanifestos.

5QUESTIONS

PROF.MANOJKUMAR JHA, RJDMP IN
RAJYA SABHA, RAISED THEDEMAND
FORMAKINGMANIFESTOS LEGALLY
BINDING FOR POLITICAL PARTIES.
HE SPEAKS TO ESHAROY
Whatexactly is thedemandyou
madeintheHouse?
Thedemandthat Imootedtoday is
howwecanmakeelection
manifestos legallybinding for
politicalparties–orat leastgive
themsomequasi-legalvalue. I feel
Parliamentshouldsitdownandall
politicalpartiesshould lookat this
seriously.

Whythisdemand?
Iusedto teachacourseonsocial
policy inDelhiUniversity,which
includedelectionmanifestos. Ihave
foundthatover time...political
partiessimplydon’taccordthekind
of valuetomanifestosas theyused
to in the1950s-60s... partiesneedto
beheldaccountable for the
promises that theyhavemade. If it
becomes legallybinding, thenthe
electoratewill alsohavea legal
recourse forpromisesnotkeptbya
party.Dr.RamManoharLohiahad
oncesuggestedthatpartysymbols
shouldberemoved if political
partiesdon’tkeeptheirpromises.

Whatarethecourtcasesyou
pointedtoduringyourspeech?
Inacasefiledin2015,JusticesHL
DattuandAmitavaRoyhadrefusedto
entertainthematterwhichhad
pertainedtothisverysubject,saying
therewasnolegalgroundsor
provisionsinlawbindingpolitical
partiestotakeresponsibilityforwhat
theypromisedinanelection
manifesto.In2013,JusticesRanjan
GogoiandPSathasivamhearda
similarmatteronpopulismin
electionsandvalidityofelection
manifestos.Whatitclearlyshowsis
thereisanabsenceof lawand that
exoneratespoliticalparties.

Whyaremanifestos important?
Anelectionmanifesto is themost
seriouspoliticaldocumentof a
politicalpartywhichelucidates
theirvisionandmission– in the
absenceof thisweseeailments in
ourdemocracy. It isapolitical
party’svisionofwhatpeoplewill
receive if thatpartycomestopower.

Howhaveyouseenelection
manifestoschangeovertheyears?
Earlier– in the50s,60s,70s,
manifestoswouldbepublisheda
monthbefore theelections.Now
thingsaresuchthatanelection
manifesto is releasedadaybefore
the firstphaseof anelection– it
doesn’tevenreachthepeople.They
havebecomesotrivial invaluethat
therearenotelevisiondebates ,no
analysis. Thecontenthasalso
shifted.

From The Gallery

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

THEBILL tomerge the threemunicipal cor-
porations of Delhi into a single entity was
passed by Rajya Sabha on Tuesday, with
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShahattributing
themove to undo the trifurcation done in
2012 to “step-motherly treatment” of the
AAP-ledgovernment in thenational capital
towardscivicbodies.
The opposition parties, including the

Congress,AAP,DMK,NCP,SPandtheLeftpar-
ties,opposedtheBill, termingitasan“attack
on the federal structure” of the country.
CongressMPAbhishekManuSinghvi called
theBill “constitutionally suspect, legallyun-
tenable,administrativelyblunderousandpo-
litically hypocritical” while AAPMP Sanjay
Singh said it was an outcome of “Kejriwal
phobia”, referring to Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.
Responding to thedebate, duringwhich

20MPsspoke, Shahbrushedaside thecriti-
cism,sayingunlikeinthecaseofotherstates,
Parliamentisempoweredtolegislateonany
matter, including subjects on which the
Assemblycanmakelaws,pertainingtoDelhi
under provisions of Article 239AA of the
Constitution.
Touching upon apprehensions of the

Opposition that theCentrewantsbackdoor
politicalcontroloverDelhi’smunicipalstruc-
tures through the legislation, Shah said the
government will not appoint any political
person as the administrator or special offi-
cer to run the the civic affairs until the first
meetingof theunifiedMCDtakesplace.
The Lok Sabha had cleared the Delhi

Municipal Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2022 lastweek.
“WehadtobringthisBillduetothestep-

motherlytreatmentoftheDelhigovernment
with the three corporations. Youmay have
enmitywith us, butwhy are you harassing
thepeopleof Delhi? The fifthDelhi Finance
Commission had recommended that Rs
40,561 crore be given to the corporations.
They (Delhi government) settled on Rs
21,000crore.Buteventhatamountwasnot
given in full without specifying any reason
andotherrecommendationsoftheDFCwere

notaccepted,” saidShah.
“Hadtheygiventhatamount, thecorpo-

rationswouldhavebeeninprofit today.The
three corporations sent proposals to raise
business tax, one time parking tax, which
were not accepted...This is done to turn the
publicmood in favour of the AAP. Once de-
limitation is over, come to theelectoral bat-
tle field, there isno fearorphobia.”
Initiating the debate, Singhvi saidwhile

239AA,whichcameintoforcein1992,gives
special powers toParliament to legislateon
matters related to Delhi, municipality is a
subject created under 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act, which became a law in
1993.
“Even though Parliament has overriding

powers under 239AAwhich came in 1992,
you overrode that by a subsequent
ConstitutionalAmendment,the74thamend-
mentin1993.YouhavealaterConstitutional
Amendment in 1993, which is a special
Constitutional Amendment onmunicipali-
ties.Asevenafirstyearstudentoflawknows,
a later and a special lawoverrides an earlier
andageneral law,”Singhvisaid.
Singh said through the Bill, the BJPwas

running away from facing the AAP in the
polls.“Ifyouwanttorunawayfrompoll,then
name it Kejriwal phobia Bill... This Bill will
write the story of you trampling on the
Constitutionof India,”hesaid.
TheOppositionMPsalsoquestionedthe

absenceof a roadmaponputting the finan-
cial affairs of theproposedunified corpora-
tion in order. TMC's Jawhar Sircar andBSP's
RamjiGautamsaidtheBilldoesnotdealwith
the scourge of manual scavenging which
continues toclaimlives.
WhilesupportingtheBill,BJD'sPrasanna

AcharyasaidtheCentreshouldnotdelaythe
municipal elections inDelhionanypretext.
CPI(M)’s John Brittas said the Bill goes

againsttheCentre’spublicpronouncements
onfederalism.“Theyhavebypassedthestate
government,”hesaid.
Countering the charges levelled by the

Opposition,Shahsaid, “ThisBilldoesnotat-
tackfederalstructureinanymanner... If they
(AAP) are not happywith the power they
have, then they should not have contested.
You cannot fight for government in an UT,
andholddesiretohavefullpowersofastate.”

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

FOREIGNMINISTERSJaishankarintroduced
intheLokSabhaonTuesdayaBill thatseeks
to prohibit fundingofweapons ofmass de-
struction (WMDs) and empowers the gov-
ernmenttofreezeorseizeassetsof thosein-
volved insuchactivities.
TheBill seeks to amend theWeapons of

MassDestructionandtheirDeliverySystems
(ProhibitionofUnlawfulActivities)Act,2005,
whichdoesnotcover the financial aspectof
WMDdelivery systems. Including the new
provisionsinthe2005Actisessentialtomeet
India’sinternationalobligations,thegovern-
menthassaid.
TheexistingActcoversunlawfulactivities

relating to biological, chemical and nuclear
weapons and their delivery systems. It also
providesforsomeintegratedlegalmeasures.

TheAmendmentBillseekstomakeanin-
sertion:“Nopersonshallfinanceanyactivity
which isprohibitedunder thisAct,orunder
the United Nations (Security Council) Act,
1947 or any other relevant Act for the time
being in force, or by an order issued under
anysuchAct, inrelationtoweaponsofmass
destructionandtheirdeliverysystems.”
It also seeks to give the government the

powers to “freeze, seize or attach funds or
otherfinancialassetsoreconomicresources
owned or controlled, wholly or jointly, di-
rectly or indirectly, by such person; or held
byoronbehalfof,oratthedirectionof,such
person; or derived or generated from the
funds or other assets owned or controlled,
directlyor indirectly, bysuchperson”.
It proposes to “prohibit anyperson from

making funds, financial assets or economic
resourcesorrelatedservicesavailableforthe
benefit of persons related to any activity
which isprohibitedunder thisAct.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

LOKSABHAmembers, includingthosefrom
the Opposition, on Tuesday heaped praise
on the government’s efforts to evacuate
Indianstudents fromUkraine.
RSP member N K Premachandran

openedthedebateunderRule193onthesit-
uationinUkraineandcommendedthegov-
ernment's efforts.
He also said the evacuation programme

would have been better if “early cautious
stepsweretaken”andthatadvisoriesissued
by the Ministry of External Affairs on
February15 lackedclarityanddirection.
“NewZealandandAustralia issuedadvi-

soriesasking their citizens to leave immedi-
ately,asdidmanyothercountriessuchasthe
US,Britain,Japan,Norway,etc,”hesaid.“'Non-
essentialcitizensmayconsidertoleavetem-
porarily'wasthedirectiongivenbytheMEA,
which according tomewas a strategic flaw
onourpart intheevacuationprocess.”
Congress's Shashi Tharoor commended

the government for both the success of
OperationGangaandsendinghumanitarian
aid to Ukraine. However, he criticised the
statementsattheUNwhileabstainingfrom
thevoteagainstRussia.
“As Imentioned to the ForeignMinister,

it was not just the abstention,” he said. “As
regards abstention, there are good reasons

whywewanted to signal a certainposition,
but the fact that in the initial statements at
theUNwefailedtomentionanyof theprin-
ciplesthatwehavestoodforintheworldfor
thelast75years.WedidnotmentiontheUN
Charter; we did notmention State’s sover-
eignty;wedidnotmentionthe inviolability
ofborders,andwedidnotmentioneventhe
inadmissibility of the use of force when it
comes to resolving internationaldisputes.”
Congress'sManishTewarisaidanewIron

Curtain seems to be descending across the
world.“ButunliketheIronCurtainwhichdi-
vided Europe between 1945 and 1989, this
new IronCurtainhas thepotential of divid-
ing theworld again. The recent joint state-
ment on February 4 between China and

Russia expounding international relations
enteringaneweraandglobalsustainablede-
velopmentmay actually become the foun-
dationofthisunfortunatedivisionwhichthe
world iswitnessing today,”Tewari said.
DMK'sDrSumathycriticisedIndia'smed-

ical education policy. Referring to PM
NarendraModi’sstatementurgingstategov-
ernmentstoallotlandformedicalinfrastruc-
ture,shesaid,“itisnotthequestionof justal-
lotting land. It is the question of allowing
opportunitiesforstudentsfrommarginaland
weaker sections to entermedical colleges.
ThatiswhyTamilNadustrictlyresistsNEET.”
TMC's Sudip Bandhopadhyay saidModi

had assured West Bengal CM Mamata
BanerjeethattheCentrehasdecidedtosend
these students back to Hungary, mainly to
Budapest”.
Respondingtoconcernsonincreaseinoil

prices due to the Ukraine crisis, Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Puri said India’s percent-
age increase ismerely one-tenth of what it
is elsewhere. “We have raised the price of
petrolbyRs9over12or13days,whereasthe
internationalpricehas shotup. I have some
figures,which showacomparison inprices
of gasoline between April 2021 andMarch
2022.InUSA,duringthatperiodtheincrease
inpricesofgasolineintermsofpercentageis
51. In Canada, the increase is 52%; in
Germany and the UK, it is 55%; in France, it
is50%;inSpain58%,inSriLanka55%.InIndia,
it is just5%,”hesaid.

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

ONAdaywhentheOppositiondisruptedthe
LokSabhaproceedingsinprotestagainstthe
fuel price increase, a TMCmember sought
anassurancefromPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modithat“thepricesof fuelandotheressen-
tial commoditieswill bebroughtdown toa
bearable level”.
Raising thematter during the ZeroHour

on Tuesday, TMC's Asit KumarMal, said:
“People of this country are agitated very
much at the price rise of daily
commodities...it’sgoingbeyondlimits...where
will it stop?Iappeal tothePrimeMinister to
kindlyassurethecountrymenoncontrolling
theunbearablepricerise.”
TheTMCMP’s appeal came in themidst

of the Opposition protests against the fuel
price increase, leading to adjournment of
proceedings for half an hour.Members be-
longingtotheCongress,DMK,TMC,NCP,and
Left resorted to sloganeering in thewell of

theHouse,holdingplacardsinfavourofatax
cut for diesel and petrol. Later, Shiv Sena
membersalso joined them.
SpeakerOmBirlatriedtoruntheQuestion

Houramidthedinbeforeadjourningthepro-
ceedings forhalf anhourtomeetagainat12
noon.WhentheHousemetagain,thepapers
were laid, and theHousecould takeupZero
Houronlyforafewminutes.Theproceedings
wereagainadjournedtill2pm.

WhentheZeroHourwastakenupbriefly,
BJP’s SanghmitraMaurya urged the Centre
to officially declare the birthday of Samrat
AshokasSamratAshokJayantisothat“peo-
ple canhold events inhis honour that day”.
Mauryasaidshewasmakingthisdemandas
thecentralgovernmenthasalreadyrejected
the ideaof declaring it apublicholiday.
BJP’s Pallab Lochan Das, an MP from

Tezpur, wanted the government to set up
NavodayaschoolsineverydistrictofAssam.
National Conference leader Farooq

Abdullahappealedtothegovernmenttoin-
creasetheagelimitforJ&KPSCexamination
candidatestomatchitwithwhat isapplica-
ble inother states.
Abdullah saidwhile candidates in other

statesgeta30-daynoticefortheexam,JKPSC
givesonlyaseven-daynoticetotheaspirants.
“Thoughallthestateshaveanagelimitof37-
42 for thePSCexam, it's 32 in J&K.Howcan
wedeny jobs to theyouth in J&K,”hesaid.
Meanwhile,TRSMPsagitatedinthewell

of theHouse,holdingplacards insupportof
auniformprocurementpolicy.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModionTuesday
askedhispartyMPs todedicate themselves
to seva (service) as the BJP embarks on its
‘SamajikNyay Pakhwada’ – or social justice
fortnight– fromApril 7.
Asking the BJPMPs to participate in the

party programmes during the two-week
campaign,thePrimeMinisterlistedsomeof
thewelfareschemesinitiatedbythecentral
governmentandurgedthemtoreachoutto
everysectionofsocietytospreadawareness
on them.
The PrimeMinisterwas speaking at the

BJPparliamentarymeetingonTuesday,aday
beforetheBJPcelebratesits42ndfoundation
day.
Atthemeeting,therewasaspecialmen-

tion of the party’s growth in the Northeast
anditsincreasedsizeintheRajyaSabha–the
BJPnowhas101MPsintheUpperHouse.BJP
president J PNadda congratulatedModi for
theachievement.

According to Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi, the PrimeMinister
asked theMPs to actively participate in the
party programmes. “'They should dedicate
themselves to service,” Joshi quoted the
PrimeMinisteras saying.
Modi also asked theMPs tovisit schools

to motivate students to get vaccinated
againstCovid-19.
EachMPwasgiventwoorangecaps,car-

rying the party's name or symbol, like the
one the PrimeMinister wore recently dur-
ing his Gujarat visit. SomeMPs also wore
capscarryingModi'sphotoonthem.

OnMonday, Nadda held a meeting of
partygeneralsecretariestogivefinaltouches
to the party programmes during social jus-
tice fortnight.
Onthefirstday,thepartyMPsandwork-

erswillhighlighttheimpactofhealthinsur-
anceprogramme‘AyushmanBharat'and‘Jan
Aushadhi Kendra’, underwhichmedicines
aresoldata subsidisedrate.
Schemestobuildhousesforthepoorand

effortsforpipe-watersupplytoeveryhouse-
holdwillbeatthecentreof thecampaignon
April8andApril9respectively, Joshisaid.On
April 12, the BJP leaders andworkers will
highlight the Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme,hesaid.
BJP workers will also dedicate one day

eachtospreadawarenessabouttheongoing
free food grain scheme, reach out to
ScheduledTribes, contact unorganised sec-
tor workers, highlight financial inclusion
schemesandnutritionprogrammes.
TheMPsarealsoexpectedtoparticipate

incleaningupandrevivingpondsintheirar-
eas as part of the ongoing ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’.

HomeMinisterAmitShah,BJPchief JPNadda,PMNarendraModiandTransport
MinisterNitinGadkariat theBJPparliamentarypartymeet,Tuesday. PraveenKhanna

Oppositionmembersprotest inLok
SabhaonTuesday.PTI

NAMASTE
HomeMinisterAmitShahandCongress leaderPChidambaramgreeteachother inParliamentonTuesday.Anil Sharma

Jaishankar introduces Bill
to ban funding of WMDs

Opp raises fuel price pitch, disrupts LS

CABILLPASSED INRAJYASABHA
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THECHARTEREDAccountants, theCostand
Works Accountants and the Company
Secretaries (Amendment) Bill, 2022,which
was passed by the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday,
willnotdilutetheautonomyoftheauditand
accountancy bodies, Finance Minister
NirmalaSitharamansaidTuesday, stressing
thatitwillstrengthencorporategovernance.
The Bill, which amends the Chartered

Accountants Act, 1949, the Cost andWorks
Accountants Act, 1959, and the Company
SecretariesAct, 1980,provides for the setting
upofacoordinationcommitteeheadedbythe
Secretaryof theMinistryofCorporateAffairs.
It has sparked a debate in and outside the
Parliament.
Sitharaman said while a coordination

committeealreadyexists, aspointedoutby
certain Opposition MPs, “it has not even

taken off”. “The proposed amendments are
verymuch in linewith the core principles
whichhavebeengivenby the independent
audit regulators...” shesaid.
Sitharaman, who also holds the corpo-

rate affairs portfolio, said questions have
been raised over transparency in auditing
ever since theSatyamandthe ILFS scandals
broke.“Wehaverepeatedlybeenquestioned
about thenumberof failingsof theCAs.
“Ifthecorporategovernancestructurehas

reallygottoberobusttomeetwiththeglobal
investmentexpectationsaboutourstandards
of audit, our standards of investment policy,
abouthowauditingcertificatesarebeinggiven,
weneedtohavegreaterrobustnessandalsoa
levelofaccountabilitybroughtin,”sheadded.
AmongOppositionMPswhoquestioned

the clause on the coordination committee
wasAkali leaderNareshGujral,whosaidthe
committee’s chairperson should be some-
onewho is proficient with the subject and
hasdomainknowledge.

Autonomy of audit bodies
will not be diluted: Nirmala

Oppositionsays ‘attack’oncountry’s federal
structure;AAPcalls itoutcomeof ‘Kejriwalphobia’

RS passesMCDBill,
Shah says Parliament
can legislate on any
Delhi-relatedmatter

ONEVEOFPARTY’S42NDFOUNDATIONDAY

Dedicate yourselves to service: PM Modi to BJP MPs

BJPMPRaviShakarPrasadwith
CongressMPManishTewariat
ParliamentonTuesday.Anil Sharma

In LS, MPs across party lines praise
govt’s Ukraine evacuation efforts

New Delhi
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DENOUNCINGTHEresolutionby
Punjab Vidhan Sabha staking
claim over Chandigarh, the
HaryanaVidhanSabha, in a spe-
cial one-day session, Tuesday
unanimously adopted a resolu-
tionseekingthecompletionofthe
SYL Canal and the transfer of
Hindi-speaking areas from the
neighbouringAamAadmiParty
ruledstate.
Terming themovebyPunjab

as “political gimmick”, “political
conspiracy” and an “attempt to
disturb the communal harmony
between the two states”, the
membersof theHaryanaVidhan
Sabha, cutting across party lines
voted in favour of the resolution
moved by Chief Minister
ManoharLalKhattar.
“ThisHousenoteswith con-

cern the resolutionpassed in the
LegislativeAssemblyofPunjabon
1April,2022recommendingthat
the matter for transfer of
ChandigarhtoPunjabbetakenup
withtheCentralgovernment.This
isnotacceptable to thepeopleof
Haryana,”readtheresolution.
ItaddedthatHaryanacontin-

ued to retain its right to the joint
capitalof thetwostates.
Participatinginthediscussion,

formerLeaderofOppositionand
former CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda slammed thePunjab res-
olution.“Punjab'sroleasanelder

brotherisacceptable,butifittries
toplaytheroleof thebigbrother,
that is not acceptable to us,” the
Congressleadersaid.
The tit-for-tat resolutionsby

thetwostatescomeafterUnion
HomeMinister Amit Shah an-
nouncedthatthecentralservice
rules would now apply to the
employeesoftheUnionTerritory
ofChandigarh.TheAAPgovern-
mentinPunjabsawthisasanat-
tempt by the BJP-led Centre to
diminishthestate'ssayintheUT,
coming as it did just days after
Union government amended
the rules for appointment of
members of the Bhakra Beas
ManagementBoard (BBMB).
LikePunjab, theHaryanares-

olutiontooraisedobjectionsover
changes in BBMB. “Under these
circumstances, this House re-
solvestourgethecentralgovern-
ment not to take any steps that

would disturb the existing bal-
ance and tomaintain harmony
tillalltheissuesemanatingfrom
thereorganisationofPunjabare
settled,” read the resolution.
It urged the Centre to take

measures for the constructionof
theSYLCanalincompliancewith
thedirectionsoftheSC.“Theright
ofHaryanatosharewatersofRavi
andBeas rivers by the construc-
tionoftheSYLCanalishistorically,
legally,judiciallyandconstitution-
ally established... The august
House has unanimously on at
leastsevenoccasionspassedres-
olutionsurgingtheearlycomple-
tion... Several agreements, ac-
cords, tribunal findings and
judgments of highest judiciary...
have all singularly upheld the
claimofHaryana to thewaters...
Indefiance...legislation’swereen-
actedbyPunjabtodenytheright-
fulclaimsofthestateofHaryana.”
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HISTORY TIPS
HOMEMINISTERAmitShahsurprisedmany, includingsome
of his ownpartymembers,with the deep knowledge about
IndianhistoryataspecialscreeningoftelevisionserialVidrohi
–basedonthelifeofOdiafreedomfighterBuxi Jagabandhu–
atMahadevaauditorium.AtthescreeningonMonday,which
Union EducationMinister Dharmendra Pradhan helped or-
ganise, Shah shared his knowledge about theOdia icon and
said had he been consulted he could have given the serial-
makersmoreinformationonBuxiJagabandhu.Shahappeared
tohaveenjoyedtheshowandevenhadsomelightmoments
withthecastandcrew.WhenHemalIngle,oneof theleading
actresses inthetele-serial introducedherself,Shahaskedher
wherewas she from.When Ingle said Kolhapur, Shah said,
“Mera sasural hai, Kolhapur.” Shah also lauded Pradhan and
advised filmmakers thatmore such films and serials on the
unsungheroesshouldbemade

VOICE, VOTE
AS CLAUSE-WISE amendments during the passage of the
DelhiMunicipal Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2022were
beingput tovoteonTuesday,RajyaSabhaDeputyChairman
Harivansh'svoicebetrayedseverestrain,promptingthemem-
berstourgehimtosipwater.Ithadmuchtodowitharareleg-
islativerigourshownbytheHousewhilepassinganotherBill.
WhilepassingtheCharteredAccountants,theCostandWorks
AccountantsandtheCompanySecretaries(Amendment)Bill,
2022, the House voted on 106 clauses and clause-wise
amendments,which tookmore than30minutes. Evendur-
ing that time,Harivanshwasonthechairof theHouse.

LOCAL FIRST
TRINAMOOLCONGRESS'S SukhenduSekharRoyonTuesday
raised an issue in Rajya Sabha that struck a chord with
ChairpersonVenkaiahNaidu.SpeakinginBengali,Roypointed
to theBengali signage forWhitechapel stationon the London
tubethathasnowbeeninstalled,giventhelargeBengalipopu-
lationinthearea.Roysaidcentral institutionsacrossthecoun-
tryhavesignageonly inHindiandEnglish, andwhile thiswas
fine, those in the local languagemust alsobe installed.Naidu
marked it as an important issue, andbroughtup theneed for
signageinlocallanguageseveraltimesduringtheproceedings,
evenafterRoy'sshortspeechwaslongover.Heaskedthemin-
isters present in the House, Arjun Ram Meghwal and
SarbanandaSonowal,totakenoteofthematterandinformtheir
colleagues. “This (issue) isnot limited toKolkata,but forevery
state.Firstsignsshouldbeinthemothertongue,andthenHindi
andEnglish, otherwise the local peoplewill not understand,”
saidNaidu.CongressMPJairamRameshappealedtocolleagues
to “stop calling these languages regional languages”. He said
thesewerenational languages.t.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,APRIL5

AAMAADMIParty’sRajyaSabha
MPSushilGuptaonTuesdaysaid
AAPwillsolvetheissueofSatluj-
Yamuna link (SYL) canal and
Chandigarh in2025.
“Chandigarh pe Haryana ka

poora haqq hai. Aadhaa
Chandigarh Haryana ka hai aur
aadha Punjab ka [Haryana has
full right over Chandigarh. Half
of Chandigarh belongs to
Haryana, the other half to
Punjab],” Gupta, AAP'sHaryana
in-charge, said.
“The Centre should give half

ofeachtobothstatesalongwith
Rs 20,000 crore for each. This
shouldbethedemandoftheCM
[M L Khattar]...so that separate
capitals are formed,” he said. “If
itisnotpossible,thenin2025we
will solve the SYL issue and the
matter of Chandigarh as well,
sinceweare inpower inPunjab
andwewill win in Haryana (in
2024).”
Gupta was speaking to the

mediaafterameetingwithparty
representatives and volunteers
of south Haryana zone in
Gurgaon.

CongresspresidentSoniaGandhiwith party leadersRahulGandhi,MallikarjunKhargeand
AdhirRanjanChowdhury inParliamentonTuesday.Anil Sharma
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THEMINISTRYof Information&
Broadcasting has blocked 22
YouTube channels for allegedly
spreading disinformation re-
latedtoIndia’snationalsecurity
and foreign relations. These in-
clude 18 Indian YouTube news
channelsthathavebeenblocked
for the first timeunder ITRules,
2021, and four Pakistan-based
YouTubenewschannels.
InanorderissuedonMonday,

theministry said theseYouTube
channels used logos of TVnews
channelsandfalsethumbnailsto
misleadviewers.Inaddition,three
Twitter accounts, one Facebook
account, and one newswebsite
werealsoblocked.
“These channels were in-

volvedinspreadingmisinforma-
tionimpactingIndia'ssovereignty,
nationalsecurity&relationswith
other countries. They were
spreading fake news about the
pandemic&Russia-Ukraine cri-
sis.Wewon'tshyawayfromtak-
ing suchaction in future,"Union
I&BMinisterAnuragThakursaid.
“TheMinistry of Information

& Broadcasting, utilizing the
emergencypowers under the IT
Rules, 2021,has issuedorderson
04.04.2022 for blocking of
twenty-two (22)YouTubebased
newschannels, three (3) Twitter
accounts, one (1) Facebook ac-
count,andone(1)newswebsite.

The blocked YouTube channels
had a cumulative viewership of
over260crore, andwereused to
spread fake news, and coordi-
nateddisinformation...onsubjects
sensitive fromtheperspectiveof
national security, India’s foreign
relations, and public order," the
ministrysaidinastatement.
TheTwitteraccountsblocked

by the government are all
Pakistan-basedhandlesandasso-
ciatedwith the same YouTube
channels thatwere blocked, in-
cluding 'GhulamNabiMadni',
with 5,553 followers, 'Dunya
MeryAagy'with4,063 followers
(thechannel'sFacebookpagetoo
was banned) and 'Haqeeqat TV'
with3,23,800followers. Themin-
istrysaidmultipleYouTubechan-
nelswereusedtopost fakenews
onmany subjects, including the
Indian armed forces and J&K. It
saidcontentorderedtobeblocked
includedcertain"anti-India"con-
tent posted frommultiple social
mediaaccountsoperatedinaco-
ordinatedmannerfromPakistan.
Since December 2021, the

Ministryhasissueddirectionsfor
blocking78YouTube-basednews
channels and several other ac-
countsongrounds related tona-
tionalsecurity.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON,APRIL5

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
JohnsonisplanningavisittoIndia
towards the end of thismonth
withafocusonstrengtheningbi-
lateraltiesagainstthebackdropof
theongoing India-UKFreeTrade
Agreementnegotiations,accord-
ingtoofficialsources.
The visit, which is expected

aroundApril 22, is long overdue
after Johnsonwas forced to can-
cel planned visits to India twice
lastyearduetoCovid-19.
WhileDowningStreetisyetto

confirmanydetails,anin-person
meetingwasdiscussedduring a
phonecallbetweenJohnsonand
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
lastmonth.
“The leaderswelcomed India

andtheUK'sstrongandprosper-
ous relationship, and agreed to
continue tobuild on trade, secu-
rityandbusinessties inthecom-
ing weeks and months. They
lookedforwardtomeetingin-per-
sonattheearliestopportunity,”a
Downing Street spokesperson
said in a readout of the call on
March22.
Last week, Downing Street

sourcestoldPTIthatJohnsonwas
“verykeen”tovisit India fortalks
withhisIndiancounterpartModi,
though firmplans are yet to be
fullydrawnup.
TheRoadmap,whichaims to

at leastdoublebilateral tradebe-
tween IndiaandtheUKby2030,
ispartofBritain's so-called Indo-
Pacificforeignpolicytilt.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, APRIL5

MORETHAN30Congressleaders
from Jharkhand, includingMLAs
andministers,met senior party
leadersinDelhiforchartingouta
roadmapforstrengtheningtheor-
ganisationatthegrassroots-level
in the state.However, during the
meeting,aseniorCongressleader,
who is aminister in Jharkhand,
threatenedtoresignwhenhewas
confronted fornotdoingenough
ontheorganisationalfront.
Senior leadersKCVenugopal,

Mukul Wasnik and party's in-
charge for Jharkhand Avinash
Pandeypointedoutmeagremem-
berships in the segmentsof four
Cabinetministers. State's Rural
DevelopmentMinister Alamgir
Alamthreatened to resignwhen
hewas rebuked for giving little

timefortheparty-relatedwork,it
is learnt.However, Alamdenied
therewaswasanytalkofresigna-
tion.“Somebodyhasblowntheis-
sue out of proportion, but, yes,
there was discussion on party
workandImademypointclear.”
Pandeygaveapresentationon

constituency-wise partymem-
bers in the state. As per sources,
out of 81 constituencies, only
Poreyahat Assembly segments
hasmore than10,000members.
Asmanyas22other constituen-
cies, including Pakur that Alam
represents, havemembers be-
tween5000and10,000.
“Untilnow,theCongresshad

largely been battling problems
within... But things have begun
to change slowly,” said a leader,
who claimed that Tuesday’s
meeting in Delhi was aimed at
improvingparty'sweight in the
state'spolitics.

HaryanaCongress leadersRaghubirSinghKadianand
BhupinderHoodawithChiefMinisterManoharLalKhattar
atVidhanSabha inChandigarhonTuesday. JasbirMalhi

‘Anti-India’ content:
Centre blocks 22
YouTube channels

Haryana has rights
on Chandigarh,
will solve issue,
says AAP MP

HaryanaHouse rejectsPunjab
resolution onChandigarh claim

After ‘rebuke’, Jharkhand
minister threatens to quit

UnionI&B
Minister
Anurag
Thakur

BritishPMBoris Johnson

UK PM may visit
India towards
end of April

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

DESCRIBING THE outcome of
therecentAssemblyelectionsas
“shockingandpainful”,Congress
president Sonia Gandhi on
Tuesday said the roadahead for
the party is “more challenging
thaneverbefore”,whichwillput
totestthepartyleaders'dedica-
tion, determination and the
spirit of resilience.
Sonia, without referring to

the remarks of the G23 leaders
or rumblings in several state
units, said shewas determined
toensureunity in theparty.
“I am very well aware how

disappointed you are at the re-
cent election results. They have
beenboth shocking andpainful.
TheCWChasmetoncetoreview

ourperformance.Ihavemetwith
other colleagues, too. I have re-
ceivedmanysuggestionsonhow
to strengthen our organisation.
Many are pertinent and I am
working on them,” she told a
meeting of the general body of
theCongressParliamentaryParty.
Soniasaidholdinga ‘chintan

shivir’ is also necessary as “that
is where the views of a larger
numberof colleaguesandparty
representativeswill beheard”.
“Theywill contribute to put

forwarda clear roadmapon the
urgent steps to be taken by our
party on how best tomeet the
challenges we are confronted
with. The road ahead is more
challenging than ever before.
Our dedication and determina-
tion,ourspiritofresilienceisun-
derseveretest.Unityatall levels
of our vast organisation is of

paramount importance and
speaking formyself, I amdeter-
minedtodowhateverisneeded
toensure it,” shesaid.
She said the revival of the

Congress is “not just amatter of
importance to us alone—it is, in
fact,essentialforourdemocracy
itself and indeed for our society
aswell”.
“Wewill not allow them to

damage thebondsof amityand
harmony that have sustained
andenrichedourdiversesociety
forcenturies,” shesaid.
“MSMEsarestillinamostpre-

cariouscondition.Thereisnosign
that the commitmentsmade to
farmersaregoingtobefulfilledin
anysignificantmanner. Pricesof
gasandoil,petrol,diesel, fertilis-
ersandotheressentialshaverisen
to anunbearable limit, and con-
tinuetorise,”Soniasaid.

Road ahead challenging, will do
what’s needed for unity: Sonia

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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FAISAL PATEL, sonof former po-
litical secretary to SoniaGandhi
late AhmedPatel, expressed his
displeasurewith the Congress
leadership through a tweet on
Tuesday. “Tired of waiting
around,Noencouragementfrom
thetopbrass.Keepingmyoptions
open,”FaisalwroteonTwitter.
The 41-year-old Harvard

Business School alumnus told
The Indian Express: “I have ex-
pressedmy feelings and I don’t
want to add anythingmore or
anything less.What Ihavesaid I
have said, andnothingmore... It
could be anything like leaving
the party, leaving politics and
joining thebusiness.”
ThishascomedaysafterPatel

shelved, apparently due to
Ramzan,hisplantotourfamily's
turf,Gujarat’sBharuchLokSabha
segment, fromApril 1. elections
inGujaratareduethisyear.
On Tuesday, Faisal also

tweetedpictureswiththefamily
of former Union minister AK
Antonywhomhecalleda“father
figure”.HealsoretweetedAnilK
Antony'spostsoonafter, thatre-
ferred toFaisal's visit: “A forever
partof our family,withastoried
@INCIndialegacy,he’ssurelygo-
ingtoremainso,andworkonre-
building Congress, and on the
bettermentofGujaratandIndia.”
A senior Congress leader

from Gujarat, requesting
anonymity, said, “Faisal is not
even a primarymember of the
Congress; sowhere is theques-
tion of quitting.” Jayrajsinh
Parmar, a former Congress
leader who joined the BJP in
February,said:“Faisal’smove(in
casehequitsCongress)isof little
consequence”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

LOK SABHA Tuesday passed by
a voice vote the Constitution
(Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes) Orders
(Amendment)Bill, 2022.
The Bill, passed by Rajya

Sabha on March 30, seeks to
amend the Schedule to the ST
Ordertoincludecertaincommu-
nities — Deshwari, Ganjhu,
Dautalbandi (Dwalbandi),
Patbandi, Raut, Maajhia, Khairi
(Kheri), Tamaria (Tamadia), and
Puran — in the list of STs in
Jharkhand.

The Bhogta community is
beingmovedfromthelistofSCs
in Jharkhandto theST list.
UnionTribalAffairsMinister

ArjunMundaintroducedtheBill
inLokSabha.
DMK’s DNV Senthilkumar

criticised the Bill as amove to-
wards“electionmanoeuvringand
election strategy”. He said,
“Whateverwe see is beingdone
forthesakeappeasement,andnot
inthespiritofupliftment,”hesaid.
BJP MP from Chatra in

Jharkhand rejected the
Opposition’s criticism that it is
aimedatappeasement.
TMC's ProtimaMondal sup-

ported theBill

No encouragement from
Cong leadership, options
open: Ahmed Patel’s son

Tiredof
waiting
around:
FaisalPatel

LS passes Bill to include some
communities in Jharkhand ST list

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL5

IN THE run-up to the 2024 Lok
Sabhaelections,political strate-
gist Sunil Kanugolu’s company
willbeworkingfrombehindthe
scenes for the Congress in the
Karnatakastateelectionsandthe
TeluguDesamParty(TDP)inthe
AndhraPradeshpolls.
Kanugolu,whodoesnothave

any online presence and is be-
lieved tobe inhis late thirtiesor
early forties, is an elusive figure
unlike poll strategist Prashant
Kishor,withwhomheworkedin
2014 before parting ways. Not
only their public profiles, their
modusoperandialsodifferscon-
siderably.
“He knows his limits, he

never tries topatronise or over-

power his clients. Neither does
hetakecreditnordoesheflaunt
his connections,” said a source
who has known Kanugolu for
fiveyears.
AseniorCongressleadertold

The Indian Express: “Even the
photographcirculatingonsocial
media as that of his is of his
brother. So, youcanunderstand
his style of functioning. He
prefers to remain in the back-
ground.Myimpressionisthathe
does not impose his views and
ideas on the party. Every party
has its strengths and weak-
nesses.Everypartyisdifferentin
theway it functions. He under-
stands that and tries to work
with theparty.”
Afterstrikingoutonhisown,

Kanugolureturnedtothepoliti-
cal mainstream by designing
DMK chief and current Tamil

NaduChiefMinisterMKStalin’s
“Namakku Naame” campaign
aheadofthe2016stateelections.
Though the campaign was

successful and elevated Stalin’s
public image, theDMK failed in
theelectionsasathirdfrontsplit
the votes and helped the
AIADMKretainpowerdespite a
stronganti-incumbency factor.
“The DMK lost but Stalin

emergedasaleader.Remember
that timeboth J Jayalalithaaand
K Karunanidhiwere alive,” said
aCongress leader.
Someonewhoworkedwith

the political consultant during
his timewith the DMKpointed
outanotherdifferencebetween
him and Kishor. “Unlike Kishor,
Sunil builds a teamdrawn from
thepartyandthatremainsintact
evenafterpolls.”
Following the stint down

south,Kanugoluworkedclosely
with Amit Shah in Delhi till
February 2018. He shaped suc-
cessfulcampaignsfortheBJP,in-
cluding in the state elections in
UttarPradesh,Uttarakhand,and
Karnataka, with the help of a
teamof 300people.
Aheadof theLokSabhaelec-

tions in2019, thepolitical oper-
ativereturnedtotheDMKcamp
and helped the United
Progressive Alliance win 38 of
thestate’s39parliamentarycon-
stituencies.
But he partedwayswith the

DMKbeforelastyear’sAssembly
elections after Stalin sought
Kishor’shelp.“Wesuggestedthat
heworkwith Kishor but it was
not acceptable to Sunil,” said a
seniorDMKleader.“Later,were-
alised that Kishor alsowouldn’t
haveagreedtoworkwithSunil.”

The election strategist
switched sides and advised the
AIADMK but could not stop it
fromgettingoustedfrompower.
A personwho knows Kanugolu
said he was still in touch with
formerChiefMinisterEdappadi
K Palaniswami. “But I assume
that his relationshipwith DMK
is not great, may not even be in
talkingterms,”thesourceadded.
Last year, Sonia and Rahul

GandhimetKanugoluaroundthe
same time they reportedly held
talks with Kishor. In the end,
Congress gave Kanugolu’s
Hyderabad-based Mindshare
Analytics the contract for the
Karnataka campaign. According
tosources,hecouldalsobegiven
thecontractforTelangana.

-INPUTSFROMENSDELHI
FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

The elusive poll strategist now behind Congress
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THE TAMIL Nadu government
Tuesday formed a 13-member
panel to frame the state educa-
tion policy, a promisemade in
the2021-22stateBudget.
HeadedbyDelhiHighCourt

retired Chief Justice D
Murugesan,thepanelmembers
include former chess world
champion Viswanathan Anand
and prominent Carnatic musi-
cianTMKrishna,amongothers.
Whileithadbeenannounced

in the Budget, the idea of a new
State Education Policy was
mootedfirstinresponsetotheon-
goingmoveby theCentre to im-
plement theNational Education
Policy. InDecember lastyear, the
state school educationminister
hadmadeitclearthatthedraftof
thepolicy,tobepreparedinafew
monthsbytheexperts’panel,will
be self-explanatory to Tamil
Nadu'spositiontowardsNEP.
The panel members have

been drawn from diverse sec-
tors.
Tamil Nadu’s opposition to

the NEP is based on several

grounds: the NEP system of
common entrance tests for UG
programmes, introduction of a
three-language formula when
the state is following the two-
languagepolicy,andconducting
commonexams for classes III, V
andVIII,amongothers.Thestate
is alsoagainst the ideaof a four-
yeardegreeprogrammewithan
optionformultipleexits, fearing
thatitwillincreasedropoutsand
twotypesof graduates.
Buttheprimaryreasonforthe

DMK’sNEPoppositionisitspothat
theNEP intrudes into education,
acrucialdomainof thestate.

In response to NEP, TN forms panel
to frame its own education policy

New Delhi
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Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,mmaayyuukkrraakksshhiiDas,D/Okanai
das R/O.f-171-C,Katwaria
Sarai.110016,Have changedmy
name tomayurakshi Das.

0040608995-2

I,VINODKUMAR,S/ORanjit
Singh,R/OB-36,F/F, B-Block,
MansaRam-Park,UttamNagar,
West-Delhi-110059,have
changedmynameVINOD
KUMAR toVINODKUMAR
LAKRA,for all,futurepurpose.

0040608995-6

II,,VVIIJJAAYYKUMARGOEL,S/O
SAGWAMALR/OS-32,
PARAMPURI, STREETNO.6,
UTTAMNAGAR,DELHI-110059.
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
VIJAYKUMAR. 0040608995-9

II,,UUSSHHAARANI,W/OVINODKUMAR
LAKRAR/O.B-36,F/F,B-Block,
Mansa-RamPark, Uttam-
Nagar,WestDelhi-110059,have
changedmynameUSHARANI
toUSHALAKRA,for all,future
purpose. 0040608995-7

II,,SSuunniillYadavS/o-MahaSingh,
R/o-708,Manhorma-MargGali,
Wazirabad(75), Gurgaon,
(Haryana)-122003,have
changedmyname toSunil
KumarYadav. 0040608986-2

II,,SSoonniiaaW/o-SumeetVermaR/o-
C-120 llnd Floor,Right SideOld
GuptaColony,Delhi-110009,
have changedmyname to
SoniaVerma for future.

0040608995-1

II,,SSiiddddhhaarrttaa ShankarDeyS/oR.K.
DeyR/o J-503, AntrikshGolf
View-2, Sector-78, Noida(U.P.)
have changedmyname to
SiddharthaShankarDey for all
purposes. 0040608968-1

II,,SShhiieellaaDeviW/oRamGopal R/o
G-1/26, Sector-11,Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have changedmyname
toSheelaDevi. 0040608985-9

II,,SSaalliimmAhmedS/O, Zameel
AhmedR/O,H.No-F-154,Gali No-
8-9,Bhagirathi ViharDelhi-
110094,have changedmyname
toSaleem. 0040608985-4

II,,SSAATTIISSHHCHAND JAINS/O
JINESHWARKUMAR JAINR/OC-
4/85,LAWRANCEROAD,
KESHAV-PURAM,DELHI-
110035.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSATISH JAIN.

0040608995-8

II,,RReennuuW/oVinodKumarR/o-F-
259 J.J.ColonyWazirpur,Ashok,
ViharDelhi-110052,inform that
mynamewrongly,written
Reenu inmyRation-Cardbut
myactual name isRenu.

0040608986-7

II,,RRaakkeesshhKumar S/o Jagdish
PrasadSharmaR/o-C-2/27,
SwarnParkNangloi Delhi-
110041,declare that Rakesh
Kumar/RakeshKumar
Sharma/RakeshSharma, all
are,namesof,sameandone
persononly. 0040608986-4

II,,RRaahheeeessAhmadS/O, Sagheer
AhmadR/O,A-3/494,Sultana
Puri Delhi-110086,have
changedmyname toRahees
Ahmed. 0040608985-3

II,,PPiinnkkyyW/oManishBhatia R/o
D-37, First Floor,Moti-Nagar,
NewDelhi-110015have
changedmyname toPinky
Bhatia. 0040609018-2

II,,PPaarrmmeesshhwwaarr,,SS//OO Shri Gopi
Ram,R/OHouseNo-A-31/1,
MohanGarden,A-Block Extn.,
UttamNagar,New-Delhi-
110059,HaveChangedmy
Minor son’sNameHarshit
Meghwal toHarshit Lilar.

0040608995-5

II,,PPRREEEETTIIGARG,W/OPARMOD
AMBAWATR/O-395/31,ONKAR
NAGAR-B,TRINAGAR,DELHI-
110035.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOPRITI,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040608995-4

II,,MMuusskkaannArora,W/oAkshay
Dua,D/oNeeraj KumarArora,
R/o-6/B/3,NeaRajinder-Nagar,
Delhi-110060,have changedmy
name toMuskanDuaaftermy-
marriage,vide-Affidavit
No.DL14487731604136U.

0040608985-8

II,,PremSharma (earlier known
as ‘PremGopal’), S/oAmrit
DharR/oG-108, Kalkaji Aali Ali,
Delhi-110019 state that I have
changedmyname from ‘Prem
Gopal’ to ‘PremSharma’ on
01.09.2017 for all purposes.
Further, I havegotmy
Government Identity
documents suchas ‘PANCard’
and ‘AadharCard’ updated
withmynameas ‘Prem
Sharma. 0040608966-1

IICharanjeet SinghBhardwaj S/o
Late Sardar PartapSingh
Bhardwaj R/oT-754/E, Prem
NagarRoad, Community
Centre, BaljeetNagar, Patel
Nagar, Delhi-110008have
changedmyname toRangi
Bhardwaj Charnjeet for all
purposes. 0040608935-5

II,,KKuullddeeeeppKaur,D/OTirlok singh
chadhaR/O.QP-13 T.F
Saraswati vihar pitampura
North-WestDelhi-110034,Have
changedmyname to
BALVINDERKAUR. 40608995-3

II,,AlkaRaniW/oRanvir Singh
KaushikR/oBG-3/52D, Paschim
Vihar, NewDelhi-110063have
changedmyname toAlka
Kaushik. 0040608942-1

II,,AhmudAli, S/oRamzanAli, R/o
29-1/43, Gali No.43, Zakir
Nagar, JamiaNagar, Delhi-
110025, have changedmyname
toAhmadAli. 0070779882-1

IISunil KumarRana, S/ORam
Chander, R/OHno-358,
Shahbad Daulatpur, Delhi-42.
Have changedmyName to
Sunil Rana for all future
purpose. 0040608949-1

II,,TTuummmmaannD/oTapasRoyR/o-
16/345, Block-I,Gali-3,Pyare Lal
Road,BapaNagar, Karol Bagh,
Delhi-110005,changedmy
name toTummanRoy.

0040608986-8

IINARESHKUMARS/o. RAM
KISHANR/DD-20KALKAJI
EXTN.NEWDELHI - 110019,
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
NARESHKALSI. 0040607463-1

II,,KKaarrttiikkAggarwal S/oBajrang
Lal Aggarwal R/o 69 Inder
Enclave, PaschimVihar, Delhi-
87 have changedmyname to
KartikAgarwal. 0040608974-1

II,,JJaassmmeeeett kaur chhatwalW/o
Sharneet singhR/oH.No 50
EastAvenueRoadPanjabi Bagh
Delhi-110026have changedmy
name to Jasmeet kaur.

0040608986-3

II,,JJaasslleeeennKaurBhatia,W/o
Ashmeet SinghKhurana,R/oA-
95,Second-floorNarang-
Colony Janakpuri,Delhi-110058,
changedmyname to Jasleen
KaurKhurana. 0040608985-6

II,,HHoosshhiiyyaarr SinghS/oRamSingh
R/o-1804,Sector-14,Hisar,
Haryana-125001 inform thatmy
nameHoshiyar SinghBishnoi
andHoshiyar Singh is same,
person. 0040608986-5

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo knownasRattan
Singh s/o shri.DEVI ram,R/o-
40Mexmulle-margnew-Delhi-
03,have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
RATTANCHAND. 0040608985-5

II,,GGAAUURRAAVVANAND,S/OHARISH
ANAND,R/o.FLAT.NO11090,
TOWER-6 E,GH-7, CROSSING
REPUBLIK, GHAZIABAD,UTTAR-
PRADESH-201016, changedmy
name toGAURAVHARISH
ANAND. 0040608995-10

II,,DDeeeeppaakkRaiDevraj Kohli S/O
DevRaj kohli R/oD-29,First-
Floor Block-DSector-14,Rohini,
Prashant,Vihar,NorthWest,
Delhi,Delhi-110085, changed
myname toDeepakRai Kohli

0040608986-6

II,,CChhaarruu Sapra,W/o Joginder Pal
R/o E-125,Preet-Vihar,Delhi-
110092have changedmyname
toCharuAroraafter-my-
marriage vide-Affidavit No.
DL14487081092390U.

0040608985-7

II,,BBaajjrraanngg Lal Aggarwal S/o-
JagdishPrashadAggarwal R/o-
69 Inder Enclave, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-87 have changed
myname toBajrang Lal
Agarwal. 0040608971-1

II,,AAttuullKumar S/oSatyapal
MalhotraR/o-A-95,Double
Storey, Kalkaji,NewDelhi-
110019,have changedmyname
toAjayMalhotra for all future
purpose. 0040609018-1

II,,AAnnkkiitt Sharma,S/o Late
Sh.RajeshKumar Sharma, R/o
A-144,Sector-55, Noida,have
changedmySon’sName,from
Viraaj Sharma toYuggViraj
Sharrma,for all Purposes.

0040609015-5

II,,AAmmiittKumarVermaS/o
Manphool VermaR/oHno -
324,ShahbadDaulat Pur, Delhi-
42, have changedmyname
AmitVerma for all future
purposes. andmy father
correct name isManphool
Verma insteadofManphool
Singh. 0040608948-1

II,,AAjjaayyBhatt S/O,Banwari Lal
BhattR/O, Plot.No-A-21/A,
kh.No-2/7, RajeevNagar Extn.
Begumpur, Delhi-110086,have
changedmyname toAjay
KumarBhatt. 0040608986-1

II,,AAggoorriieeD/OKrishnendu
Dasgupta,R/OA2181Green-
FieldColony, Sector-43
Faridabad,Haryana,have
changedmyname toAgorie
Dasgupta,for all purposes.

0040608985-1

II,,AARRUUNNKUMARS/ODEVRAJ,R/O
678,A-BLOCK,SHASTRINAGAR,
DELHI-110052.HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOARUNKUMAR
PAPREJA. 0040609015-1

II,,Ranvir SinghS/oSatnarainR/o
BG-3/52D, PaschimVihar, New
Delhi-110063have changedmy
name toRanvir SinghKaushik.

0040608942-2

II,,AANNKKIITT,,W/O.RAVIDADHICH,
ADD.101-B, POCKET-A1/B
KRISHNAAPARTMENTS
PASCHIMVIHARWESTDELHI-
110063,changedmyname to
ANKITAGGARWAL,
permanently. 0040608985-2

II,,ShaluMahor, D/oPati Ram,
R/o: A-100/G-3, DilshadColony,
NewSeemapuri, Delhi-110095,
have changedmyname to
Shalu for all futurepurposes.

0070779901-1

II,,SaurabhKumarVerma, S/o
RavindraKumarVerma, R/o
FlatNo 1103, Star Court 5,
JaypeeGreen,sGreaterNoida,
Uttar Pradesh-201308, have
changedmyname toSaurabh
Verma. 0070779840-1

II,,RebantaKumarMistry S/o
SurendraNathMistry R/oN-303
SupertechEcociti Sector-137,
Noida, U.P. RebantaKumar
Mistry andRebantKumar
Mistri are SamePerson.

0070779860-1

IISondhMohan Jeet SinghS/oS.
Kirpal SinghR/oPlotNo.246,
3rd Floor, SainikVihar,
Pitampura, NorthWestDelhi,
Delhi-110034have changedmy
name toMohan Jeet Singh for
all purposes. 0040608935-6

II,,AlokKumarR/o 114c,
SultanpurColony, Sultanpur,
MgRoad,NewDelhi 110030
have changedmyminor son’s
name fromShauryaSingh to
SaanidhyaShrey for all
purposes. 0040608993-1

IIhave changedmynameArsha
toArshaSinghGupta
henceforth itwill beKnownas
ArshaSinghGuptaD/oShish
Pal SinghR/o 143, Jagriti
EnclaveAnandVihar, Delhi.

0040608939-1

II,,Pushpa, D/oShivKumar
Sharma, R/oHouseNo41,
Bhwani Enclave, Near Balaji
Hospital, Gurgaon,Haryana -
122001, have changedmyname
toPushpaSharma. 70779836-1

II,,Manoj Biduri, S/oRajender
SinghBidhuri, R/oG-34, Senior
CitizenHomrComplex, Sector
P-4, GreaterNoida, U.P., have
changemynameManoj Biduri
toManoj Bidhuri for all
purposes. 0070779859-1

II,,GONPALS/oSh. RattanChand
R/oRZ1-1/303, StreetNo.2,
Mahavir EnclavePart-1. Palam,
NewDelhi-110045, have
changedmyname from
GONPAL toGUNPAL JAIN for all
futurepurposes. 40608932-1

II,,DivyaBatra Juneja,w/oSahil
Juneja, residingat 303
Mandakini Enclave,
Alaknanda, NewDelhi-110019,
have changedmyname from
DivyaBatra toDivyaBatra
Juneja for futurepurposes.

0040608936-1

II,,Devyani, R/oC/o Vikram
Singh,NearMandir, Kalsada,
Palwal - 121103, has changed
myname toDevyani Sehrawat.

0070779850-1

II,,ArunSharmaS/oAnup
Sharma, R/o 355/4,Mehrauli
NewDelhi-110030have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughter fromKashvi Sharma
toCharvi Sharma for all
purposes. 0040609032-1

II,,ArunKumarRanaS/oBhag
SinghRanaR/oHno-145,
ShahbadDaulatpur, Delhi-42.
Have changedmyname to
ArunRana for all future
purposes. 0040608938-1

II,,Samina FarooqWaniD/oSh.
FarooqAhmedWani R/oD-73,
Third Floor, DefenceColony,
Delhi—110024havechanged
thenameofmyminor
daughterAriana Iqbal aged 5
yrs 06months toAriana Farooq
Wani for all futurepurposes.

0040608945-1

II,,RimaKumari Chaurasia,W/o
Hav. ArunKumarChaurasia
(15700188Y), Vill.- Tetaria, East
Champaran, Bihar, have
changedmyname inArmy
recordRimaChaurasia toRima
Kumari ChaurasiamyUIDNo.-
655748044567. 0070779862-1

IIArunGaubaAliasArunS
Oberoi S/oMukundLalGauba
R/oApartmentNo.202, Tower-6,
Emerald-Floor Premier, Near
WorldMark, Sector-65, South
City-11, GurgaonHaryana-
122018, have changedmyname
toArunOberoi. 0070779880-1

IIAnil KumarKakaS/oGurmukh
DayanandKakaR/o 25/26, Old
RajinderNagar, NewDelhi-
110060 havechangedmyname
toAnil Kaka 0040608994-1

AAnniill kapoor, S/oBhagwanDass
Kapoor, R/o 2G/24,WardNo-11,
N-H-2, Faridabad (NIT),
Haryana, have changedmy
nameAnil Kumar toAnil
Kapoor, for all futurepurposes.

0070779863-1

II,,YYUUVVRRAAJJ,, S/O.BOMBAHADUR
THAPA,ADD.H-17/399 SANGAM
VIHARNEWDELHI-110062,
Changedmyname toYUVRAJ
THAPA, permanently

0040609015-2

IIKumari SunarKaul spouseof
KulbhushanKaul, resident of D-
3/45, 2nd flr, gali no3, Vashist
Park, Delhi-46 havechanged
myname fromKumari Sunar/
Kumari Kaul toKumari Sunar
Kaul asper affidavit dated
21.03.2022. 0070779877-1

IIPupi Razdanalias Pupi Koul D/o
Late Sh. DinaNathRazdanW/o
Dr. VijayKoul R/oA-1/2, Shivaji
Apartments, Sector-14, Rohini,
Delhi-110085havechangedmy
name toPupi Koul for all
purposes. 0040608935-4

IIRajni Rani aliasGurleenKaur
D/o Late Sh.Munshi SinghW/o
Sh. Ramanjeet SinghSodhi R/o
Q-552, Rishi Nagar, Rani Bagh,
NorthWestDelhi, Delhi-110034
havechangedmyname to
GurleenKaur for all purposes.

0040608935-3

CCoonnttaacctt P.D.KumarAstrologer
for expert futureguidelines
andmost accurate solution for
health,marriage, career etc.
Mail at
astrologer_kumar@yahoo.co
m for complete details.
Satisfactionassured.

0050194439-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the public at large that my client
namely, Smt. Yashoda Rani. W/o Late Sh. Hari
Chand Sachdeva, R/o H. No. 1539, Ourtam Line,
Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar, Delhi-110009, has
severed all her relationship and ties with her son
namely (1). Sh. Suresh Kumar, (2). Her daughter
in-law Smt. Roma Sachdeva, W/o Sh. Suresh
Kumar, (3). Her grand-daughter Ms. Gunjan
Sachdeva D/o Sh. Suresh Kumar and (4). Her
grand-son Sh. Jatin Sachdeva, S/o Sh. Suresh
Kumar and debars them from her all movable and
immovable properties/ assets wheresoever and
whatsoever absolutely and forever as they are not
in control of my client. Any person dealing with
them shall be doing so at his owns risk, costs and
consequences and my client shall not be held
responsible for any of their acts and dealings.

Sd/-
ASHUTOSH GUPTA

Advocate
Ch. No. 10, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby issued at large that
my said client Smt. Mandeep Kaur D/o. Late
Sh. Mohan Singh W/o Late Sardar Harbhajan
Singh R/o 15/55B, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-18,
also at 4-1-1005, Flat no. 305, Majestic
Apartments, Boggulkunta, Abids, Nampally,
Hyderabad, AP, having PAN No:
AKLPK3861E, and Aadhar no.
640215112493, Passport no.M1071095 is
also known as Chander Mohini before her
marriage. After marriage my said client
changed her name as Mandeep Kaur. It is
solemnly affirm and declare that Smt.
Chander Mohini and Smt. Mandeep Kaur is
one or the same person.

Sd/-
S. Satyanarayana (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D-396/98
S-1/29, Old Mahavir Nagar,

New Delhi-110018

AASSTTRROOLLOOGGYY

II,,MMoohhddAsif,S/oNizamuddinR/o
1436b, Galai GondniWali Kala
Mahal 8DariyaGanj Central,
Delhi-110002 LostMyOriginal
DDA-DemandLetter-Water&
Electricity-NOCFinder-Contact
#8700602533. 0040608985-10

IIARVINDKAPURS/OLT.MR.H.K.
KAPURhave lost theOriginal
RelinquishmentDeeddated
04.05.2017quaA-2/12,
SAFDARJUNGENCLAVE,NEW
DELHI-110029, in case found,
please contact at above
address. 0040608935-7

II,,GGaaffffaarrKhan,S/o Islamuddin,
R/o-2793,Gali-Jhott-Wali
Pahari-Bhojla, Turkman-Gate,
Delhi-6,Patner ofM/s.G.K.
Industries.(ApplicationNo.
27439, Plot.No.125 Sec-L,DSIIDC
Indl. Area,Bhorgarh,Bawana-
II,Delhi,have lost EMDReceipt
&Allotment-Letter etc.

0040608985-11

LLoossttoriginal Allotment Letter,
Possession Letter,Membership
letter.No.570,Cat.D of SIDCO
Hsg.Complex,Flat.No.604,
Block-D1,Sec.1,IMTManesar,in
thenameof PremChand
Original allottee, No.SIDCO.
Finder contact;Suman,R/o
VILL-VPO-FAZILPUR, P.S-
BADSHAHPUR,GURUGRAM,
HARYANA. 0040608986-10

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE

SSEERRVVIICCEESS

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

RUPSACHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, PALGHAR,APRIL5

REKHAPOTINDA(36),aresidentof
Kayri village in Palghar’s Jawhar
taluka,waspregnantwithherfifth
child.Afewdaysbeforeherdelivery
date,shestartedhavinglabourpain
inOctober2021.Bleeding, shewas
rushed to Sakharshet Primary
HealthcareCentre (PHC),about10
to12kmfromhervillage. ThePHC
referredher to the Jawharsub-dis-
tricthospital,which,inturn,referred
hertoNashikdistricthospital–150
kmaway. By then, itwas too late.
“She bled for hourswhilewe took
her fromoneplace to another. She
diedonherwaytothedistricthos-
pital...sodidherbaby,”saidRekha’s
cousinVishalMangeshDabre.
Thisisnotanisolatedincident

inMaharashtra.
A series of pleas filed by The

IndianExpressundertheRightto
Information Act has revealed
that while the state has 1,839
functional PHCs, most do not
haveadequatestaff --one-third
of the sanctioned posts in PHCs
arevacant.
As onDecember 31, 2021, of

the 21,496 sanctioned posts for
healthcareworkersinPHCs,7,507
or35per centwere lyingvacant.
PHCshadashortfallof337or8.34
percentdoctorsagainstthe4,036
sanctioned posts. This was in
sharp contrast to2005,whenall
the3,157doctorpostswerefilled.
Consequently, the pressure on
governmenthospitalsinruralar-
eas is high, leading to longwait-
ingtime,poorpatientsatisfaction,
andanincreaseindependenceon
privatehealthcare.
Also,most PHCs don’t have

specialistdoctors.Themedicalof-
ficersinmostofthecentresareei-
therbroughtoncontractsfor9-10
months or are Bachelor of
AyurvedicMedicineandSurgery
(BAMS)doctors.
As per the guidelines of the

statepublichealthdepartment,a
PHCshouldconsistof 15staffers,
including cleaning and ambu-
lance services which are con-
tractedout.
AccordingtoasurveybyNGO

Jan Arogya Abhiyan (JAA) in 17

districtsofthestatelastJuly,there
wasonlyonepermanentmedical
officer inhalf (51per cent)of the
surveyedPHCs.
The RTIs filed by The Indian

Expresshas further revealed that
thestatehasa13percentshortfall
ofsanctionedPHCs.Datashowed
thatofthe2,116sanctionedPHCs,
277areyettobeconstructed.Also,
ofthe11,496sanctionedsub-cen-
tresthatcomeunderPHCs,823or
7.15per cent are yet to be estab-
lished.
Infact,manyexistingPHCsdo

not functiondue toa shortageof
staff. For instance, Nandgaon T
Manor PHCwas established in
2006-07withRs4.88 lakh.But it
opens only twice aweek to im-
munise newbornbabies. Due to
this, other patients are forced to
travel4-6kminamedicalemer-
gency.
Forty-year-oldKrishnaKurara,

afarmer,saidtheyhavetotravel4
km to Durvesh PHC even for a
check-up. Likewise, 63-year-old
Shidava Chintya Kaduhas been
fighting oral cancer since 2019.
ThisresidentfromBarhanpurvil-
lage inPalgharhasalreadyspent
overRs2lakhonhistreatmentin
a private hospital inNashik. But
even for a regular check-up, the
elderlycouple,withnochildenof
their own, has toplead toneigh-
bours toaccompany themto the
Manorruralhospital,whichis18

kmaway.
TheIndianExpressfoundthat

the Barhanpur PHC opposite
Kadu's househadnot beenused
foryears.Thecentrewasinaugu-
rated in2014-15andRs5.18 lakh
wasspentonitsconstruction.
Kadu'swife,MathuraShidava

Chintya,said,“Hehasbeeninpain
for twodays.Due tounavailabil-
ity of doctors, he is suffering and
starving. The PHC doctor could
havehelpedbutitneveropens.”
Additional Chief SecretaryDr

PradeepVyas,saidthatotherthan
red-tapism, the Covid-19 pan-
demic stalled the recruitment
process.“Themaintenanceofthe
PHCs comesunderboth the zilla
parishadandhealthdepartment.
In2017,hiringgotdisruptedasthe
zillaparishadwantedtodorecruit
through theMaharashtraportal,
which faced some technical
glitches. In 2019, it got further
stalled due to restrictions under
the election code of conduct. In
2020,wegothitbythepandemic,
sotherewasnohiring.”
JAA convenor Dr Abhay

Shuklasaidtheconditionofrural
hospitalswasequallydeplorable,
which forcespatients to travel to
cities for treatment. “Duringour
survey last year, itwas revealed
thatinruralhospitals,46percent
postsof specialistdoctorsareva-
cant, while 19 per cent of the
working staff were on contract.
Covid-19 showedus the impor-
tance of healthcare, anddespite
this,thestatehasfailedtolearnits
lessons,”hesaid.
An analysis by JAA on the

state's actual expenditure on
healthduring the current finan-
cial year (2021-22) showed that

outoftheRs215-crorebudgetal-
located for rural primary health
institutions, nothing had been
utilisedasonFebruary14.
Meanwhile, thestategovern-

ment blamed the pandemic for
the delay in strengthening the
PHCnetwork. “ThePHCs arebe-
ingconstructedaspertherequire-
mentof thepopulation.Wehave
one of the highest number of
PHCs in Indiawithbetterpatient
coverage.Severaloftheapproved
PHCsarealreadyunderconstruc-
tionwhichgotdelayedduetothe
pandemic. Butwewould be fo-
cusingmoreonstrengtheningthe
rural infrastructure,” saidHealth
MinisterRajeshTope.
Asperthe2011Census,of the

11.23 crore population of
Maharashtra,6.15croreor55per
cent are rural inhabitantswho,
like Rekha, are completely de-
pendent onPHCs– the first har-
bourinruralhealthcareservicefor
treatments.
Data from the public health

department shows that from
2015-16 to 2019-20, before the
pandemichit, the footfall of out-
patient department (OPD) pa-
tientsinPHCsincreasedby32.35
per cent. In 2015-16, 3.40 crore
OPDpatientswere recordedand
the number rose to nearly 4.50
crorein2019-20.
Asper theUnionhealthmin-

istry,atypicalPHCcoversapopu-
lationof 20,000 inhilly, tribal, or
difficult areas and of 30,000 in
plainareas,withsixindoororob-
servationbeds. But the statehas
added only 59 newPHCs in the
last16years. In2005,ithad1,780
functional PHCs,whichhasnow
increasedto1,839.
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PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
is likely to visit Jammu and
KashmironApril24,sourceshave
said, his first since the erstwhile
statewas stripped of its special
status inAugust, 2019andbifur-
catedintotwoUnionTerritories.
SourcestoldTheIndianExpress

PMModiislikelytomeetandad-
dress Panchayat representatives
in Jammu. “A detailed itinerary
andhisprogrammesarestillinthe
works,butthePMwilllikelybein
JammuonApril24,”acentralgov-
ernmentofficialsaid.
April24marksthePanchayati

Raj Diwas, the day when the
Constitution(73rdAmendment)
Act,1992cameintoforcein1993.
J&KLieutenantGovernorManoj

Sinha had met Rural
Development Minister Giriraj
Singh, who also holds the
PanchayatiRajcharge, lastweek.
Modi's visit comes at a time

when the Delimitation
Commission on Jammu and
Kashmir is about to complete its
work,with election in thenewly

formedUTexpected in the latter
partofthisyearorearlynextyear.
Last year, in amove thatwas

seen as extending of an olive
branch,Modi had invitedmain-
streamleadersfromtheUT,many
ofwhomhadbeendetainedafter
theArticle 370abrogation, tohis
residenceinDelhiandheldalong
meetingwiththem.
Apartfrompromisingtohold

elections soon, the PMhad told
theleadersJ&K'sstatehoodwould
berestoredafterthesituationre-
turnstonormal.
Modi'svisitalsocomesamida

surgeinattacksoncivilians,many
of them non-locals, in the
KashmirValley.
OnMonday, a Pandit shop-

keeperwaswoundedaftersus-
pectedmilitants shot at him in
south Kashmir's Shopian dis-
trict.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAMMU,APRIL5

PROMINENT JAT leader andPDP
general secretary Surinder
Choudhary joined theBJP along
withhis supporters onTuesday,
inwhatcouldbecalledaboostfor
the party at a timewhenmem-
bersof theHinduJatcommunity
inJammu,SambaandKathuadis-
trictsof J&Kareupsetwithitover
the delimitation panel recom-
mendation to reserve areas pre-
dominantlyinhabitedbythemfor
ScheduledCastes.
ConsideredaprominentPDP

faceinJammudivisionandafor-
mer legislator, Choudhary inhis
brief address at the BJP head-
quarters said, “I have not be-
trayedthePDPbutitwasthePDP
whichbetrayedme.”
He saidhehasnot joinedBJP

foranypersonalbenefit,orunder
any fear or pressure, but for its
policies, love and respect and to
strengthen the nation. “Wewill
worktoensurethattheBJPforms
the next government in Jammu
andKashmir,”hesaid.
Targeting PDP chief

MehboobaMufti,Choudharysaid
thatwhile former chiefminister
lateMuftiMohammad Sayeed
wasasecularleader,hisdaughter
was pursuing Pakistani agenda.

She speaks one thing while in
power and anotherwhenout of
power, he said, accusing
Mehboobaofruiningtheparty.
Choudharyandhissupporters

werewelcomed into the party
foldbyBJPnationalgeneralsecre-
taryTarunChugh,whoisalsothe
in-chargeofpartyaffairsinJ&K.
J&KBJP chief Ravinder Raina

andotherprominentleaderswere
alsopresentontheoccasion.
ChoudharyjoiningtheBJPas-

sumessignificanceasithascome
ata timewhenJats in Jammudi-
vision are upsetwith the party
andhaveaccuseditofdisempow-
eringthempoliticallythroughthe
ongoingdelimitationprocess.
The Delimitation

Commission in its final draft re-
porthasproposedreservationof
seven Assembly constituencies
for Scheduled Castes, five of
whichhaveaconsiderablepop-
ulationof thecommunity inthe
border areas of Jammu, Samba
andKathuadistricts.
Choudhary is also a refugee

fromPakistanoccupiedKashmir
and enjoys a considerable influ-
enceamongtherefugeesaswell.
During the maiden District
DevelopmentCouncilelections,it
was due to his support that the
PDP managed to win in
Nowshera, which is the native
placeof J&KBJPpresidentRaina.

MAHARASHTRA

35% posts for healthcare workers
in PHCs lying vacant, reveals RTI

PDP face in Jammu joins
BJP, targets Mehbooba
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A TRADERS' delegation from
Kashmir,ledbyKashmirChamber
of Commerce and Industries
(KCCI)presidentSheikhAshiq,on
TuesdaycalledonPrimeMinister
NarendraModihereandsubmit-
ted a 14-page memorandum,
seekingsupport forrevivalof the
economyintheValley.
“Wehadaverygoodmeeting

with the PrimeMinister and is-
sues pertaining to trade, com-
merce and industry were dis-
cussedatlength,”AshiqtoldPTI.
He said thedelegation raised

variousissuespertainingtothere-
vival of local business, economic
reformsandtheneedformorein-
ternationaldirectflightsbetween
Srinagar andSharjah,Dubai and
Jeddah besides early establish-
ment of the already announced
modelcarpetvillage.
“The PrimeMinister assured

thedelegation thatnecessaryef-
fortswill bemade for thedevel-
opment of business in Kashmir
andweareexpectingsomegood
announcementsoon,”Ashiqsaid.
Inthememorandum,theKCCI

called for direct flights from the
Srinagar InternationalAirport to

Jeddahtofacilitatesmoothtravel
of Umrah andHaj pilgrims and
uninterrupted service between
Srinagar and Sharjah-Dubai at
leastonceaweek.
TheKCCIsaidtheoveralllosses

incurred over the years have re-
sulted inanunprecedented level
of stress on theworking capital
andfinancesof localbusinesses-
tablishments.
“GSTpenalties for theperiod

ofCovidshouldbewaivedsothat
they canworkproperly and en-
gagemorepeople forwork,” the
memorandumstated.
TheKCCI requestedearly set-

tingupofthemodelcarpetvillage
asademonstrationcentreoflocal
craft to visiting tourists and also
promote local carpet industry
globally.Italsodemandedathree-
yearfullGSTwaiverfortraveland
touroperators,interestfreeorsoft
loansforsurvivalandrevivalofthe
tourismindustry.
The delegation included

HotelierClubpresidentMushtaq
Chaya, JKHARA president
Showkat Choudry and PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry,Kashmir chapter, presi-
dent Baldev Singh Rana. The
meeting was coordinated by
JammuandKashmirWaqfchair-
personDarakhshanAndrabi.

Traders’ delegation from
Kashmir meets PM Modi

SEEKSREVIVALOFVALLEYECONOMY

THEGAPASONDECEMBER31, 2021

Department Approvedposts Vacant Shortage

Paramedics 3,639 705 19.3%

Doctors 4,036 337 8.34%

Labtechnicians 389 101 25.9%

Auxiliarynurse 12,572 6,211 49.4%
midwife (nurse)

Ayushdocs 860 153 17.7%

Healthcare facilities
■Sanctioned ■Vacant

PHCs Sub-centres

2,
11
6

11
,4
96

27
7

82
3

13% 7.15%

Shortage%

NewDelhi:Taking cognisance of
news reports on the inclusionof
thedowrysysteminnursingsyl-
labus, theNational Commission
forWomenonTuesdaywrote to
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan aswell as
HealthSecretaryRajeshBhushan
andaskedthemtotakeaction.
“As stated in themedia re-

ports, thematerial suggests that
getting a share of parental prop-
ertyindowryisoneoftheregres-
sivepractices,’’NCWchairperson
RekhaSharmawrote.
“In the book cover, it is re-

portedtobewrittenaccordingto
thesyllabusoftheIndianNursing
Council. The page is from the
Textbookof Sociology forNurses
byTKIndrani,undertheheading,
'TheMerits of Dowry'. TheNCW
hasdirectedtoreverttothecom-
missionwithinaweek. ENS

NCW seeks action
on dowry praise
in nursing textbook

PM likely to visit J&K on April 24;
first since abrogation of special status

PrimeMinister
NarendraModi
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Government Of Karnataka
DR. GANGUBAI HANGAL GURUKUL

TRUST (R) UNKAL, HUBLI
Dist -Dharwad State- Karnataka (India)

(A centre for excellence in Hindustani Music)
E-mail: gangubaihangalgurukul@gmail.com Ph: +91-8277298496

No:DGHGT/Admission/2021-22 Date :17.03.2022

NOTIFICATION
Dr. Gangubai Hangal Gurukul Trust(R) Unkal, Hubli is an music institute run by the
Karnataka State Government invites applications for the post of ‘ Tabala Guru’
(Tabala instrument teacher) on a temporary basis.
And invites applications from eligible and interested students to learn Violin, Sitar
and Tabala instrument under “Guru- Shishya Parampara”. Candidates wishing to
apply must comply with the conditions stated below. The students willing to join
Gurukul should have basic knowledge of Violin, Sitar and Tabala instrument.
Post: ‘Tabala Guru’ (Tabala instrument Teacher)
Terms and conditions:

Terms and conditions for students for violin, Sitar and Tabala instrument
learning:

Mode of application : By post or E-mail
Last date to apply : 30.04.2022
Postal Address : Administrative Officer

Dr. Gangubai Hangal Gurukul Trust(R),
Unkal, Hubli-580032.
Dist-Dharwad, Karnataka.
E-mail: gangubaihangalgurukul@gmail.com

To get Application form log on to Gurukul website:-
www.drgangubaihangalgurukul.com. For any other information Contact No:
9483871222

Nitish Patil, IAS
Place: Dharward Deputy Commissioner, Dharwad & Co-Chairperson,
Date:05.04.2022 Dr. Gangubai Hangal Gurukul Trust ( R ), Unkal, Hubli.

1. Nationality : The candidate must be citizen of India.
2. Age : Minimum 25 years and maximum 50 years. And candidate should produce their

healthy fitness certificate issued by the district government medical officer.
3. Total vacancies : 01 – Tabala instrument teacher

4. Eligibility : The candidate must be an ‘Top’ Grade artist of Akashavani and must be
an outstanding international artist. Male and Female candidates can apply.

5. Language : The candidate must know kannada language

6. Honorarium : Rs. 50,000/- (Fifty thousand rupees) per month

7. Accommodation : There is a ‘guruhouse’ for Gurujis in gurukul. Selected candidates
must stay in gurukula.

1 The candidate must be citizen of India. And must have pass in PUC
2 The Selection will be held at national level through audition test.
3 The candidate must have completed a minimum of 18 years and should not have

crossed 35 years as on 01.04.2022. And should unmarried.
4 The duration for learning in Gurukul is for a minimum 2 years maximum 4 years.

5 Male or Female candidates may apply.

6 Selected student will get free accommodation, food and Uniform from the Gurukul.
Once they selected there will be no permission for other education.

7 Eligibility test to Selected students.

8 Interested candidates are requested to send their applications along with the required
documents by post or through E-Mail

DDRR.. HHOOMMII BBHHAABBHHAA SSTTAATTEE UUNNIIVVEERRSSIITTYY,, MMUUMMBBAAII
Institute of Science, 15-Madame Cama Road, Mumbai-400032

www.hbsu.ac.in
CORRIGENDUM

In the advertisement for the post of Vice Chancellor of
Dr. Homi Bhabha State University, Mumbai, as published
in Times of India, Indian Express (English) and Loksatta,
Lokmat (Marathi) newspaper dated 23rd March 2022, the
Gazette of Government of Maharashtra dated 27th May
2009 may be read as a Gazette of Government of
Maharashtra dated 24th January 2022.

Sd/-
Registrar

Mumbai-32,
Date- 05.04.2022

DGIPR/2022-23/C41

KOCHI METRO RAIL LIMITED
(A joint venture company of Govt. of India & Govt. of Kerala)
4th Floor, JLN StadiumMetro Station, Kaloor, Ernakulam-682017

Ph: 0484-2846700

CAREERS

KMRL INVITES
APPLICATIONS FOR

Last date of receipt of online applications :20th April 2022.

For more details and for submission of online application,
log on to www.kochimetro.org/careers.

JUNIOR ENGINEER (AUTO CAD- CIVIL)

"5-/"00 >OBBOP

AtthedinneratNCPchief SharadPawar’s residence inNewDelhionTuesday. Anil Sharma
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ADINNER hosted by NCP chief
Sharad Pawar at his 6-Janpath
residenceonTuesdaysawsenior
leaders of the BJP and the Shiv
Senabreakingbreadtogether.
Thedevelopmentcameona

daytheEnforcementDirectorate
attachedpropertiesofShivSena
leaderSanjayRaut.
Thepoliticaltemperaturehas

been rising inMaharashtra for
sometime,giventheshowdown
betweenBJPandSena,anditwas
seen to have escalated on
Tuesdaywith the ED action on
Raut, who has called it political
vendetta.
The presence of Unionmin-

ister and former BJP president
Nitin Gadkari and Raut at
Pawar's dinner, hosted for a
group of visitingMaharashtra
MLAs, has evokedmuch politi-
calinterest.AlsopresentwasBJP

LokSabhaMPNishikantDubey.
TheMaharashtraMLAs are

in the national capital to at-
tend a two-day orientation
programme organised by the
Lok Sabha Secretariat. Earlier,
theMLAsmet Raut at his resi-
dence here over tea.
While some of the leaders

saidnopoliticalmeaningshould
be read into it, the presence of
Gadkari and Raut at the dinner
at Pawar's residence did not go
unnoticed.

On day ED moved against him,
Raut with Gadkari at Pawar dinner
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BJP PRESIDENT JP Nadda will
launchtheparty'snewinitiative
— Know BJP — onWednesday
wherein hewill interactwith a
dozen envoys, including those
of fourWestern neighbours of
Ukraine.
The initiative, aimed at ad-

dressing the “global audience”,
is being organised by the BJP’s
foreign affairs cell. The pro-
gramme coincides with the
BJP’s foundationday—April 6.
Inthefirst interactionunder

the initiative, Nadda will meet
13 Heads of Missions from

France, Italy,Portugal,Vietnam,
Switzerland, Poland, Romania,
Bangladesh, Singapore,
Slovakia, Hungary andNorway
onWednesday.Besides,Headof
Missions from the European
Union will also be there. India
evacuated22,500of itscitizens
via Poland, Romania, Slovakia
and Hungary — the Western
neighbours of Ukraine — after
Russia invadedUkraine.
Briefingthemediaaboutthe

initiative, Dr Vijay
Chauthaiwale, in-chargeofBJP’s
foreignaffairs cell, said thatbe-
sides Nadda, External Affairs
Minister Jaishankar, BJP na-
tional vice-president Baijayant
Jay Panda and Rajya Sabha

member Sudhanshu Trivedi,
BJP Mahila Morcha national
president Vanathi Srinivasan,
and BJP spokesperson
MmhonlümoKikon(Nagaland)
andsomeotherleaderswillalso
be present during the interac-
tionwiththeforeigndiplomats.
Chauthaiwale said that this

event is first in the series
wherein BJP leaders will share
party's history, ideology, and
structure with the diplomats.
Thepartychiefwillalsoaddress
queries from the distinguished
guests, Chauthaiwale said.
During the interaction, a

documentary depicting the
journey of the Jan Sangh and
theBJPwillalsobeshowntothe

foreigndelegates.Aspecialcof-
fee-table book “Nation First”
will also be distributed among
the guests, he said.
Chauthaiwale further said

that the exchange of delega-
tions with political parties of
friendly countries is also being
planned indue course of time.
BJP national spokesperson

Nupur Sharma said party's for-
eignaffairscellwill invitesmall
groups of ambassadors and
heads of missions for interac-
tionunderthe ‘KnowBJP’ initia-
tive.
The event comes days after

Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba visited the BJP
headquarters.

Nadda to interact with 13 diplomats
at launch of ‘Know BJP’ event today
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ANDHRA PRADESH Chief
MinisterYSJaganMohanReddy
on Tuesday requested Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
amendthecreditlimittoAndhra
Pradesh as the state suffered
huge revenue loss due to bifur-
cationandalsoCovid-19.
Reddywhomet PMModi in

the national capital also re-
quested the Centre to approve
the revised estimates of
Polavaram project which is
pegged at over Rs 55,000 crore,
anofficial release fromthestate
government said.
AccordingtotheAPCM,the

state suffered a revenue loss of
Rs33,478 croredue toCovid-19
andanadditional Rs 7,130 crore

had tobe spenton the infection
preventionandtreatment.

Hefurthersaidtheproce-
dure followed for identification
of beneficiaries under the
National Food Security Act is
flawedandunjust to thestate.

While ration is beingpro-
videdto1.45crorehouseholdsin
thestate,only89lakharegetting
it from the Centre,while the re-
maining56lakhfamiliesarebe-
ingprovidedbythestategovern-
mentatitsownexpense,hesaid.
“Iurgeyoutocorrectthis imme-
diately,”ReddytoldthePM.
Stating that Telangana

Discoms owe Rs 6,455.76 crore
to AP Genco, Reddy sought the

Centre’s intervention to ensure
that the dues are paid by the
neighbouring state as the AP
power distribution companies
are reeling under severe finan-
cial crunch.
Reddy sought immediate

approval for setting up of 12
medicalteachinghospitalsinad-
dition to the14existingones.

HealsorequestedModithe
site clearance approval for
Bhogapuram International
Airport near Visakhapatnam as
ithasexpired. PTI

Andhra CM Jagan meets PM in
Delhi, submits charter of requests

Amsterdam:PresidentRamNath
Kovind and First Lady Savita
Kovindwereaccordedaceremo-
nial welcome by KingWillem-
Alexander and QueenMaxima
of the Netherlands on Tuesday
as they began their official en-
gagements in the European
country. President Kovind ar-
rivedinAmsterdamonMonday
onthefinallegofhistwo-nation
visit— the first Presidential trip
totheNetherlandsafter34years
since the visit of President R
Venkataramanin1988—during
which hewill hold discussions
with the top leadership of the
country.
President Kovind also laid a

wreath at Dam Square,
Amsterdam. PTI

Kovind accorded
ceremonial
welcome

New Delhi
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COMING TOGETHER
MergerofHDFCandHDFCBankpromisesbenefits toentities
andconsumers, could triggerconsolidation insector

THEMERGERBETWEENthecountry’s largestprivatesectorbank,HDFCBank,
andleadingmortgagefirm,HDFC,announcedonMonday,willcreateafinan-
cial behemothwithamarket capitalisationof aroundRs14 lakhcrore.With
a combined loan book of nearly Rs 18 lakh crore, themerged entitywill be

twicethesizeof itsnearestprivatesectorrival.Asaconsequence,thebank’smarketshare
will rise to 15 per cent, up from11 per cent currently, according to S&PGlobal Ratings.
While suchamovehasbeendiscussed foryears, changes in the regulatoryarchitecture
— the central bankhasmoved to bring about harmonisation in the framework govern-
ingbanksandnon-banking financial companies—havenarrowedthe“regulatoryarbi-
trage”andcreateda“conduciveenvironment”forthemerger.StockpricesofbothHDFC
andHDFCbankroseonMondaysignallingapproval fromthe investor community.
The benefits stemming from this uniquemerger could cut bothways. For one, the

costof fundingis likelytodrop,whichcanbepassedontomortgageconsumers, further
cementing the entity’s position in the sector. The combinewill also benefit from effi-
ciencygainsowingtostreamliningofactivitiesandrationalisationofcosts.Further,con-
sideringthatthereisapparentlyverylittlecustomeroverlapbetweenthetwo—asignif-
icantshareofHDFC’scustomersdon'thavebankaccountswithHDFCBank,andanequally
highnumberofHDFCbankcustomersdon'thavemortgagesfromthegroup—themerger
greatlywidens the scope for cross selling, frommutual funds to insurance to loans. This
presentsa lucrativeopportunity for thecombinedentity. Someanalystshave,however,
raisedconcernsthattheReserveBankof India’snormsonthestatutoryliquidityratio,the
cashreserveratioandpriority sector lendingare likely to impingeuponthemergeden-
tity’s profitability in the immediate term. In fact, according to a report byMacquarie
CapitalSecurities,HDFCBankwillhavearequirementofRs70,000toRs80,000crorefor
meeting the SLR/CRR norms, and Rs 90,000 crore to meet the priority sector rules.
However,as reported inthispaper, thebankhasaskedtheRBI forsomeleeway,propos-
ingtomeettheregulatorynormsoverthreeyears.Howthecentralbankrespondstothis
request could thushaveabearingontheentity’snear termprospects.
Themerger is in linewith thebroader trendof consolidation in the financial industry.

Publicsectorbankshavealreadyseenthefirstroundofconsolidation,driveninpartbythe
needforbuildingstrongerbalancesheets.AxisBankhasrecentlyacquiredCitibank’scon-
sumerbusiness in India.Otherbanks,especially theprivatesectorones,andnon-banking
financial companies (NBFCs)maynow look for acquisitions to strengthen their balance
sheets,andacquirescale.Thiscoulddramaticallyalterthecountry’s financial landscape.

NO TIME TO LOSE
Latest IPCCreportunderlineswhyclimateactioncanno longer
beputoff.Developedcountriesmuststepupto thechallenge

THEINTERGOVERNMENTALPanelonClimateChange(IPCC)usuallydoesnot
layoutpolicyprescriptions.Butthethirdpartof itsSixthAssessmentReport,
releasedonMonday, istheclosestthattheconsortiumofclimateexpertshas
come to a comprehensive set of guidelines for global warmingmitigation.

The de-carbonisation pathway it suggests hinges on a shift from fossil fuels to cleaner
sourcesofenergy.Thegoodnews,thereportpointsout, isthat“thereisgrowingevidence
of climateaction” in theenergy sector. In the last decade, policies and regulatorymeas-
uresinseveralpartsof theworldhaveenhancedtheefficiencyofgreentechnologies.The
cost of producing solar andwindenergy, for instance, has comedownbyalmost85per
centsince2010.Thebadnews,however, isthattheseeffortsmaynotbeenoughtoescape
theravagesofaclimatebreakdown.Mostprojections, includingthefirstpartof theIPCC's
SixthAssessmentReport released lastyear, showthat theworld isnotoncourseto limit
the temperature rise to the levels set in theParisClimatePact.
TheParisAgreementproposedtokeeptheincrease inglobalaveragetemperatureto

“wellbelow2degreesCelsiusabovepre-industriallevels”andintensifyeffortstokeepthis
thresholdto1.5degreesCelsius.However,theNationallyDeterminedContributionstore-
duce emissions, the core of the landmark pact, have been criticised as inadequate.
Attempts by countries in theWest to course-correct by setting ambitious decarbonisa-
tion targets for themiddleof this centuryhavebeencriticisedasa ruse topostpone im-
mediateaction.TheIPCC'slatestfindingsaddweighttothesecriticisms.“Limitingwarm-
ing toaround1.5degreesCelsius requiresglobalGHGs topeakbefore2025at the latest,
andbereducedby43percentby2030,” it says.
Thesecondpartof theSixthAssessmentReport, releasedinFebruary,wasnotablefor

itsstressonclimatejustice.Theauthorsofthereport'slatesteditionaffirmthat“equitable
actioninmitigating…climatechangeimpactsiscriticaltosustainabledevelopment”.The
thrust on equity vindicates the position of developing countries like Indiawhich have
maintainedthatdecisiveclimateactionrequiresdevelopednationstobemoreforthcom-
ingwithtechnologytransfersandlessstingywithfunds. It’s increasinglybecomingclear
thatdevelopingcountries,whoseeconomyremainsdependentonfossilfuels,willrequire
untriedtechnologies likecarboncaptureandstoragetobalancetheirgrowth-relatedim-
perativeswithclimateconcerns.Themessageof theIPCCreport isclear:Withoutapara-
digmshift inclimatecooperation, itwillbeverydifficult tobluntglobalwarming.

THOU SHALT NOT LAUGH
Denialof abooktoGautamNavlakhamarksoutbureaucratic

brutishnessof India's carceral system

COMEDY,THECLICHÉgoes, istragedyplustime.Butthetragicabsurditiesthat
mark the Indian penal systemhavemanaged to show that the reverse too
can be true. GautamNavlakha— an accused in the Elgaar Parishad case –
moved theBombayHighCourtbecauseof theallegedmistreatmenthehas

facedinTalojajail.Amongotherbasicfacilities,Navlakhawastwicedeniedacopyofabook
by20thcenturyEnglishhumouristPGWodehouse: JokesattheexpenseofEnglisharis-
tocracy, it seems, are a “security risk” in India. The high court called the prison's high-
handedness “really comical”,whilepullingupthe jail authorities for themany lapses in
their treatmentofNavlakha.
Unfortunately, it isno laughingmatter. It is alsopartof adisturbingpattern. In2020,

Stan Swamy—also an accused in the Elgaar Parishad case—was denied a sipping cup.
TheelderlySwamysufferedfromParkinson'sdiseaseandcouldnotgraspaglass.Hedied
incustody,stillanaccusedawaitingaverdict.Navlakha,inthesameyear,wasnotallowed
to takepossessionof apairof readingglasses forover threeweeks.
Thosewhohave readWodehouse can attest to the joy he provides. Full of farce and

silliness, the adventures at Blandings Castle, the hijinks of Jeeves andWooster and the
musingsofMrMullinerare theperfectantidote tomelancholy. Theobviouscriticismof
jail authorities could be that they don't knowwhat they seek to ban. Perhaps. But the
more importantquestion iswhy theysought topreventa senior citizen fromreading—
thesecondtimeinalmostasmanyyears—whileheis incarcerated.Thelikelyanswerto
thatquestiontellsasadtaleabout the Indiancarceral system.AndnotevenWodehouse
canmake lightof it.

Mehmal Sarfraz

DRaja

Khan’scoupinNationalAssemblyrecallsactionsof
TrumpafterUSpolls.AlleyesareonSupremeCourt

IT GOES BACK TO NATO
Ukraineconflict is rooted in theexpansionary logicof themilitaryalliance

ON SUNDAY, THE Pakistan National
Assemblywastowitnessavoteofno-confi-
dence against PrimeMinister Imran Khan.
Therewasenoughevidencetoknowthatthe
Oppositionpartieshadthenumbers tooust
Khan.WehadheardKhansaythathewould
not resign andwould fight till the last ball.
Therulingpartyhadclaimedthattheyhada
“trumpcard”,whichpeoplearenowcalling
the“DonaldTrumpcard”.The“trumpcard”
turned out to be the ruling party trampling
ontheconstitution.
April3,2022willberememberedasthe

day the Constitution of Pakistan was sub-
vertedbyaciviliangovernmentonthefloor
of theHouse.First, thevoteofno-confidence
was disallowed using Article 5 of the
Constitution as a crutch, with Deputy
Speaker Qasim Suri ruling that “circum-
stancesshowthat there isanexusbetween
theno-confidencemotion,foreigninterven-
tion and the activities of that state’s repre-
sentatives deputed to Pakistan”. Then, the
primeminister addressed the nation, an-
nouncingthathehadadvisedthepresident
todissolvetheNationalAssembly.Thepres-
identdissolvedtheAssemblysubsequently.
Itallhappenedinsuchashortperiodof time
that one is still grapplingwith the govern-
ment’s utter disregard for the rule of law in
thefaceofanimminentdefeat.And, instead
of being embarrassed about doing some-
thing so atrocious, the ruling party is going
tohaveaweek-longcelebrationtomarkthat
the vote of no-confidence could not take
place and that it had played a “master-
stroke”.
Inanidealworld,onewouldwonderwhy

anyonewouldcelebratetheendoftheirown
government?ThePakistanTehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI)seemstobethinkingthatbyputtingthe
blame on the Opposition for being part of
some foreign plot to topple Khan’s govern-
ment, they will win the war of narratives.
With the April 3 incident, it is evident that

the PTI craves power. These moves could
have beendismissed as desperate had they
notbeenunconstitutional.
What is dangerous is how the deputy

speaker’srulinghastaintedall197members
of the Opposition, including the govern-
ment’s former allies who are with the
Oppositionnowandthoseoftherulingparty
who jumped ship, as foreign agents. PM
Khanhascontinuouslysaidthatpeoplewill
not forgive or forget thosewho have “sold”
theirsoulsandtheircountry.Suchadanger-
ous narrative will definitely have conse-
quences foranalreadypolarisedsociety.
ThePPP’sBilawalBhuttoasked themili-

taryspokesmantheotherdaytoclarifyif the
National Security Committeemeeting de-
clared the “197 members of National
Assembly as traitors and part of a foreign
plot”.BhuttosaidKhanisusingforeigncon-
spiracy to justify his “coup”. The PML-N’s
Shehbaz Sharif alsomentioned in his press
conference howDonald Lu, the US official
named in the cable/memo sent by the
Pakistanambassador,wasinvitedbytheem-
bassy just aweek after themeeting that al-
legedly led to the “foreign conspiracy” and
“threat letter”. All these charges against the
Oppositionmembersareonlybeingusedto
discreditthemandatthesametime,forstok-
inganti-Americanism.
There isnoreasonto label anyonea trai-

tor, nor should these patriotism certificates
be handed out by the premier— or anyone
else for thatmatter. Nowhere in the state-
mentaftertheNationalSecurityCommittee
(NSC)meetingwasitmentionedthatmoney
wasbeinggiventotheOppositiontooustPM
Khan. Nowhere did it say that any country
was involved in toppling the government.
Nordiditmentionanysellingof soulsorthe
existenceof “handlers”.
It isapparentthatPMKhanknewhewas

not going to survive the vote of no-confi-
denceonSunday. That iswhy, insteadof in-

trospecting why his government had be-
come so unpopular that even his allies and
partymembers did not want him to com-
plete his full term,why his economic poli-
cieshad failedandwhyhe lost themajority
in parliament despite censoring themedia,
he ended upmaking an unconstitutional
move.Thesearequestionsheshouldanswer
instead of making a false narrative that his
government is being toppled due to an in-
ternational conspiracy. PMKhan claims he
doesnotusereligionforpoliticalreasonsbut
that isexactlywhathedoes inhis speeches.
Hisentire2018electioncampaignwasabout
using religionagainst thePML-N.
I believe that all civilian governments

should complete their five years but the
Opposition chose a constitutional way to
oustthePM.IfwhatSurididyesterdayisnot
declared unconstitutional, then no
Oppositionwouldbeabletobringinavoteof
no-confidenceagainstanypremier—some-
thing thathasbeenprovided for in thecon-
stitution.We are supposed to be a democ-
racy,notanautocracy.
Imran Khan tried to control themedia

whenhecametopowerdespitethefactthat
it was the very samemedia that gave him
airtimetobuildanarrativeasanOpposition
leader. His government tried to amend the
alreadydraconianPECAlaw,agiftof thepre-
viousPML-Ngovernment,andmakeitmuch
more draconian. Inflation is at an all-time
high and the people of the country are fac-
ingacripplingfinancialchallenge. Inall this,
perhapsthePTIcouldhaveatleastacknowl-
edgedwhereitwentwrong—insteadofopt-
ing to create yet another crisis in the
country.
All eyes are on the Supreme Court now

as ithasbeenhearing theargumentsby the
governmentandtheOpposition.

Thewriter isa senior journalistbased in
Lahore

THEWAR INUkraine has brought the spot-
light on the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO). NATOwas formed in
the aftermath of the SecondWorldWar by
theWesternpowersinresponsetotheriseof
theUSSR.Therapidall-roundprogressmade
by the USSR, a planned socialist economy,
made the capitalist economies uneasy and
insecure.Thus, thecapitalistWestevolveda
strategy to contain the spread of socialist
ideology and NATO became its military
instrument.
NATObeganasamilitarypartnershipbe-

tween the leading capitalist nations of the
world, led by the United States of America,
ostensiblyfor“collectivesecurity”.Butitsreal
motivewas to encircle the USSR and other
socialiststatesinEasternandCentralEurope.
TheWest made a narrative thatWestern
Europe is facing amilitary threat from the
Soviet Union. The USSR-ledWarsaw Pact
came into existence only after NATO inte-
gratedWest Germany into the alliance and
startedweaponisingtheregion.TheUSSRat
thattimewassupportingnationalliberation
movements in theThirdWorld.
WiththedisintegrationoftheUSSRinthe

early1990sandthecollapseof othersocial-
ist regimes in Eastern and Central Europe,
NATO should have been dissolved. Instead,
it was refashioned and expanded to realise
the hegemonic ambitions of the US, which
sought to build a unipolar world order.
Ironically,NATOdidnotmilitarily intervene
formally even once in the ColdWar era; it
startedafter thedisintegrationof theUSSR!
The leadersofWesternpowershadassured

SovietleaderMikhailGorbachevinthe1980s
that NATOwould not expand into the East.
Butitkeptexpanding,andnowhas30mem-
berstates intheplaceof theoriginal12—all
theWarsawPactalliesexceptRussiaarenow
NATOmembers.
Destructionandinstabilityhavemarked

NATO's footprints. NATO's involvement in
Kosovoiswellknown.Over500civilianslost
their lives due to NATO’s indiscriminate
bombing in that campaign. During the 11-
week long bombing, the Chinese Embassy
was destroyed causing an international
furore. The Afghan war, according to the
Costs of War Project led by Brown
University, saw 1,76,000 deaths between
2001 and 2019. Over 46,000 of the dead
were civilians. Similarly, the US-led inter-
vention in Iraq resulted in over 1.5 lakh
deaths fromMarch 2003 to 2010— 80 per
cent of themcivilians. NATO's intervention
inLibyatoenforceano-flyzoneisestimated
tohavekilledmorethan400civilians.Close
to a million people have died in wars in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Yemen etc. These
numbersdonot includeindirectdeathsnor
dotheyreveal thehavocwreakedbyforced
migration, loss of property, psychological
damageorgeopolitical instability.
NATOhasastate-of-the-artarsenalanda

combineddefenceexpenditureof$1.036tril-
lion (2019)compared toRussia’s $60billion
defencebudget.Moscow’sapprehensionsof
NATO reaching its borders need to be con-
sideredinthisbackdrop.Afterthedeterrence
offered by the USSR ended, NATO has be-
come an instrument to achieve the US’ for-

eignanddefencepolicyobjectivesinEurope
andAsia.Abodyof thesizeand influenceof
NATO,with its 30members accounting for
closeto60percentof theglobaldefenceex-
penditure,enjoysadisproportionateadvan-
tage and mastery over the international
sceneby itsmereexistence.
ThefactisthatNATO’scontinuousexpan-

sion and involvement in world affairs is a
threattoglobalpeaceandajustworldorder.
Peace-lovingpeopleandstatesof theGlobal
Southshouldbeopposedtothevery ideaof
suchamilitaryallianceforitthoroughlydis-
torts the level-playing field at the interna-
tional levelwhereeverynationstate is sup-
posed tobeequal.
AsNATO's track recordsuggests, instead

ofthe“collectivesecurity”itpromised,ithas
only offered grave insecurity to nations op-
posed to US interests. Its needs have filled
the coffers of themilitary-industrial com-
plexesandmonopolies,effectivelydiverting
fundsfromvitalprogrammesthatcouldoth-
erwisebedeployedtoimprovethelivesand
livelihoodof thepeople.
ThecurrentconflictbetweenRussiaand

Ukraine is rooted intheexpansionary logic
of the military alliance. We oppose the
ongoing war in no uncertain terms. It
should be stopped immediately and the
parties should engage in a dialogue. At the
same time, questionsmust be askedabout
the cost ofNATOtohumanity. If peace is to
prevail in the world, NATO should be
disbanded.

Thewriter isGeneral Secretary,CPI

What is dangerous is how
the deputy speaker’s ruling
has tainted all 197 members
of the Opposition, including
the government’s former
allies who are with the
Opposition now and those
of the ruling party who
jumped ship, as foreign
agents. PM Khan has
continuously said that
people will not forgive or
forget those who have “sold”
their souls and their country.
Such a dangerous narrative
will definitely have
consequences for an already
polarised society.

As NATO's track record
suggests, instead of the
‘collective security’ it
promised, it has only offered
grave insecurity to nations
opposed to US interests. Its
needs have filled the coffers
of the military-industrial
complexes and monopolies,
effectively diverting funds
from vital programmes that
could otherwise be deployed
to improve the lives and
livelihood of the people.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,APRIL6,2022 WORDLYWISE
There is no surer foundation fora beautiful
friendship thanamutual taste in literature.

— P.G. WODEHOUSETHEEDITORIALPAGE

LIBERAL IMPORT POLICY
THEGOVERNMENTHASannouncedaliberal
importpolicythatseekstoputindustrialex-
porterstoanefficiencytest.Manythingshave
beenmadeeasiertogetincludingrawmate-
rialsandcapitalgoods.Access to technology
abroad has been given special attention. At
the same time, theperformanceof industry
willbejudgedbyhowwellitwillabsorbthese
incentivesandproduceforexportwhilecom-
petingwith other countries. Abid Hussain
commerce secretary said emphasiswill be
placed on efficiency, competitiveness and
productivity. Besidesproductivity, theother
mainaimof thepolicy isaquantumjumpin

theproductioncapacityof small-scaleunits.
Amongthemajorstepsproposedinthepol-
icy to speed up production are facilities for
the grant of automatic import licence and
theirextensionevenafteroneyear.

BHOSALE VS ANTULAY
WHEN IT COMES to a signature campaign,
Maharashtra Chief Minister Babasaheb
Bhosale challengedARAntulay saying that
hecouldnotgathereventwosignatures, in-
cluding his own. Bhosale asserted that the
partywassolidlybehindhimbuttherecould
be somedisgruntledelements. Askedwhat
wasAntulay’sroleinthedissidentactivityin

the state, the Maharashtra chief minister
replied that he did not know. He, however,
asserted therewasnoorganiseddissidence
in thestate.

UK MINISTERS RESIGN
UK FOREIGN SECRETARY Lord Carrington
and two of his juniorministers Humphrey
Atkins and Richard Luce resigned from the
government in a sensational acceptance of
bungling in the Falkland case. Defence
Secretary JohnNott, amajor target of criti-
cism, also offered his resignation but it
was not accepted by Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher.

APRIL 6, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Governments have hitherto been far too hesitant to take on vested interests and
are all too ready to protect historic investments in fossil fuels.”— THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

It is possible to see this
period from the late 1990s
until quite recently as the
West’s best opportunity to
move past its Cold War
mentality, its insistence on
shrill moralising and
towards a pragmatic
relationship with its old
nemesis. This would have
been the optimal strategy to
ensure that in the face of the
brewing rivalry between the
US/Europe and a rising and
intransigent China, Russia
may have been peeled away
from a Sino-alliance.

A PARADIGM SHIFT in thewaywe think
about climateactionhasbeenreported for
the first time in the recent IPCC report
throughachapteron“demand,servicesand
socialaspectsofmitigation”.Thisputspeo-
pleandtheirwell-beingatthecentreofcli-
mate changemitigation. Themessages are
fromaglobalperspectivebuthaverelevance
tothenationalcontextofeverycountry.
Thereportshowshow,throughcompre-

hensive demand-side strategies, carbon
dioxide and non-carbon GHG emissions
globally canbe reducedby40–70per cent
comparedtothe2050emissionsprojection.
Whatthisimpliesisthattheburdenonsup-
ply-sidemitigation can be reduced by 40-
70 per cent. This can be achieved through
reduced foodwaste, following sustainable
healthy dietary choices that acknowledge
nutritionalneeds,adaptiveheatingandcool-
ing choices for thermal comfort, climate-
friendlydressing culture, integrationof re-
newable energy in buildings, shifting to
electric light-dutyvehicles,andtowalking,
cycling, shared andpublic transit, sustain-
ableconsumptionbyintensiveuseoflonger-
livedrepairableproducts, compactcityde-
signandefficientfloorareauseofbuildings.
TheIPCCreportalsoshowsthatindivid-

ualswith high socioeconomic status con-
tributedisproportionatelytoemissionsand
havethehighestpotentialforemissionsre-
ductions, as citizens, investors, consumers,
rolemodels, and professionals. Demand-
sidemitigation potential differs between
andwithin regions, and some regions and
populations require additional energy, ca-
pacity,andresourcesforhumanwell-being.
The lowest 25 per cent of the population
facesshortfallsinhousing,mobilityandnu-
trition.Addressinginequalityandreducing
manyformsofstatus-relatedconsumption
(consumptionofgoodsandservices forso-
cialprestigeandnotnecessarilywell-being)
andfocusingonwell-beingsupportsclimate
changemitigationefforts.
Ofthe60actionsassessedinthisreport,

onanindividuallevel,thebiggestcontribu-
tioncomesfromwalkingandcyclingwher-
everpossibleandusingelectricity-powered
transport. To be effective, these shiftswill
needtobesupportedbysystemicchangesin
someareas—forexample, landuseandur-
banplanningpoliciestoavoidurbansprawl,
support for green spaces, reallocation of
streetspacesforwalkingandphysicalexer-
cise, investment inpublictransportandin-
frastructuredesignforactiveandelectricve-
hicles.Manyservicescanbeimprovedwhile
reducingenergydemand.Electrificationand
shiftstopublictransportalsobringbenefits
intermsofenhancinghealth,employment,
andequality.
Individualchoicealonecanmakeonlya

modestcontributiontoreducingGHGemis-

sionsandthisisinsufficientunlessitislinked
tostructuralandculturalchangesthatmake
it easier for people to lead low-carbon
lifestyles.Ourassessmentshowsthatifpeo-
plegetaccess toappropriate infrastructure
andtechnologyandarefacilitatedwithpol-
icy support and information tomake the
rightchoices,thenthismitigationpotential
canberealisedthroughtheiractions.Itpro-
videsarichevidencebasetoshowthatabet-
ter life ispossible for thosewithdrastically
lowerGHGemissions. It shows that, so far,
climate action has ignoredwhat people
need, demand, and aspire for and, instead,
focused onwhat needs to be supplied to
people.Byassessingsocialscienceliterature,
we could clearly show in this report that
peopleaspireforahealthylife,foodfordaily
nutrition, a comfortable home, and trans-
portationsystem,thermalcomfort,commu-
nication,andparticipationindecision-mak-
ingprocesses.
By providing user-level access tomore

efficientenergyconversiontechnologies,the
needforprimaryenergycanbereducedby
45 per cent by 2050, compared to 2020.
Lifestyle changes require targeted policy
support and investment in appropriate in-
frastructure,andvarioususer-centric tech-
nologies.Demand-sidechangescannotde-
liverthenet-zerogoalontheirown.Butthis
requires investment inandtransformation
acrosseverysector,alongwithpoliciesand
incentives that encourage people tomake
low-carbon choices in all aspects of their
lives.Inourcities,wheremorethanhalfthe
world’s population lives, packages of poli-
cies that design urban-scale changes that
cascade across sectors can achieve greater
emissionsreductionsthanthesumof indi-
vidualactionsalone.
Lifestyle changes are so important be-

cause demand-side potential can partially
be tapped in the short-term. Thismakes it
animportantcategoryforimmediateaction,
whenenergypricesarehighandenergyse-
curity is a critical issue. There is huge un-
tappedpotential in the near term through
changes across transport, industry, build-
ings,andfoodthatwilltakeawaythesupply-
sideuncertaintiesandmakeiteasierforpeo-
ple to lead low-carbon lifestylesand,at the
sametime, improvewell-being.
Thedemandfor fossil fuels isprojected

toreduce.Thereportisclear:Tolimitwarm-
ing to1.5degreesCelsius, coal usewithout
carbon capture and storagewould have to
fall by about three quarters by 2030, al-
thoughtheworldwillcontinuetouseoiland
gasatleastuntilthemid-century.Theuseof
coalgloballywouldhavetofallbyabout90
percentby2050,andgasandoilwouldneed
to decline by anywhere from25 to 50 per
cent ormore to give us a chance to limit
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsiuswith no or
limitedovershoot.Furtherreductionswould
berequiredingasandoilby2100.
Ultimately, it is for the IPCC to provide

the evidence and for policymakers, in-
vestors,andallotherdecision-makerstode-
cidewhat needs to be done based on na-
tionalcontexts.

Thewriter is thecoordinating
leadauthor,Chapter5, IPCC

WGIIISixthAssessmentReport

ONEOFTHEworld’smost deridedvisions of
internationalaffairsisSamuelHuntington’sin-
famous“ClashofCivilisations”.Huntingtonsaw
thestateofthepost-ColdWarconflictaschiefly
being between civilisational complexes that
hadsharedhistory,geographiccontiguityand
acommonculture.Hearguedthattheprimary
axis of future conflictwouldbe cultural fault
linesbetweencivilisationsratherthanbetween
political ideologies.
Huntingtonmappedcivilisationslargelyin

linewithgeographicallyclusteredethno-reli-
giousgroupings.Forexample,hepredicted(in
1993) that the Islamicworldwould be the
Western culture’s chief antagonist, the likeli-
hoodofaSino-Islamicalliance,andpositioned
India(“Hindu”culture)andRussia(“Orthodox”
culture) as “swing civilisations”. It is particu-
larlyinterestingtodustoffHuntington’spages
andrevisithispredictionsregardingRussiaand
India.Most importantly, he also identified
Ukraine as a unique “cleft” between civilisa-
tionsduetothe linguisticandreligiousdivide
betweenwesternandeasternUkraine.
Firstly, both thebrewingof the conflict in

UkraineandtheshortonethatGeorgiaalready
sufferedhavetheirrootsinNATO’sshock2008
announcementinBucharestregardingmem-
bership extension to Ukraine andGeorgia.
RussiaunderVladimirPutinhasbeeninvolved
in four international conflicts—withGeorgia
inSouthOssetiain2008(directlyinresponseto
the Bucharest announcement), the eastern
troubles inUkraine starting in2014 (after the
ousting of President Viktor Yanukovych in
2013),interventioninSyriainsupportofBasher
al-Assad in2015and themoredecisivemove
intoUkraine in2022thatwearestillwitness-
ing.TheGeorgianconflictofAugust2008lasted
12daysandthecasualtiesonbothsidesmeas-
ured inhundreds,not thousands.Theconflict
endedwith theRussian-speakingenclaves in
Georgia becoming de facto Russian, and the
chancesofGeorgiajoiningNATOdisappearing.
TheRussianmilitaryinterventioninSyriawas
a relativelyminimalist operationdesigned to
support ground combat being conductedby
the Syrian regime’s forces, often against ISIS-
typeelements. Even today, Russia’s demands
to end thewar inUkraine are limited to the
recognition of Crimea as Russian (it is over-
whelminglyaRussianpopulationandhasre-
peatedly voted for incorporation intoRussia)
territory,recognitionofthetwobreakawayre-
gions in the east (both overwhelmingly
Russian-speaking)andaconstitutionalamend-
menttotheeffectthatUkrainewouldnotpur-
sueNATOmembership. These arenot revan-
chistobjectives,butseeminglyminimalistones,
especially in the context of theRussian inter-
estindoingbusinesswithandinEurope.
Consider,therefore,whatRussiahasbeen

uptointheeconomicsphere.Ithasbeenact-
ingasareadyadjusterof theglobaloilsupply
asconflictsintheMiddleEastcausedsupply-
sideshocks,andawillinglong-termsupplier
ofcriticalnaturalgastoEuropeviathejointly-
built Nord Stream pipelines that run from
Russia,acrosseasternEuropetoGermanyand
theWest (another pipeline running in the
frigidwatersof thenorthandskippingmul-
tiple countries along the way has recently

beenblockedbyGermany).Theconstruction
of these pipelineswas a signal of long-term
Russianinterestineconomicintegrationwith
theWest.
It is important to note the difference be-

tweena financing arrangement, free-market
accessorparticipationinacountry’sstockex-
changeontheonehand,andtheconstruction
ofmassivecross-continentalinfrastructurefor
thedelivery of natural resources. The former
areflexible,modulartypesofeconomicinter-
action,capableofbeingmouldedaccordingto
evolvingdynamics andvulnerable to actions
likefinancialsanctionsandembargoes.Thelat-
ter, ofwhichNord Stream is an example, are
much harder towish awaywhen circum-
stanceschange.
WhatshouldtheexistenceofNordStream

IandtheconstructionofNordStreamIIsignal
totheworldaboutPutin’sRussiaanditsinter-
estsduringtheperiod1997to2012(whenthe
projectwas firstmootedandwhen itwas in-
augurated by German Chancellor Angela
Merkel)?Thisisthesameperiodduringwhich
Russianoligarchs’ capitalpoured intoEurope.
Toevenanamateurobserver,theseRussianbe-
havioursoughttohavesignalledawillingness,
even a desire, for closer integration with
Europe.Onedoesnotbuilddeepeconomicre-
lationswithandinvestintheassetsofaregion
thatone isplanningtogotowarwithoreven
developfutureadversarialrelationswith.Either
PutinandtheentireRussianestablishmentare
fundamentally irrational or this is awar that
theyneverwanted,buthavefeltcompelledto
undertakeduetoahostileaversiontoNATOex-
pansionsoclosetoMoscow.
TogobacktoHuntington’sviewofRussiaas

a “swing civilisation”, it is possible to see this
periodfromthelate1990suntilquiterecently
astheWest’sbestopportunitytomovepastits
ColdWarmentality, its insistence on shrill
moralisingandtowardsapragmatic relation-
shipwithitsoldnemesis.Thiswouldhavebeen
theoptimal strategytoensure that in the face
ofthebrewingrivalrybetweentheUS/Europe
andarisingandintransigentChina,Russiamay
havebeenpeeled away fromaSino-alliance.
Instead,theWest’sutterinabilityorunwilling-
ness to acceptUkrainianneutrality and eco-
nomic integrationwith both East andWest
(Russiahadmootedafour-wayeconomicpart-
nershippriortoitstakeoverofCrimeain2014,
consisting of Ukraine, the EU, Russia and the
IMF,whichtheWest rejected), and itscontin-
uedencouragementofUkrainianmembership
of a formal,ColdWar-era,anti-Sovietsecurity
bloc has all but ensured that Russia now

“swings” right intoXi Jinping’s arms. This is a
significantown-goalintermsofWesterngrand
strategy. Crucially, overt Russian support for
ChineseambitionsinAsiaisafundamentalshift
in geopolitics for India, which has always
countedonRussiansupport.
Indiafindsitself inanunenviableposition,

buthasalsoprovenitself tobeanassertive,in-
dependentpowerwitha subtleandsophisti-
cated policy-response process. Unlikemost
westerncapitalstoday,theIndiangovernment
enjoysadegreeof freedominchartingapath
during this crisis, sincedomesticopinionsare
notstrongeitherway.Moreimportantly,India
hascorrectlyunderstoodthestrategiccontext,
backgroundand implications for the interna-
tionalorderof theseevents,andwillcontinue
tomovecarefully,supportdialoguetowardsan
early end to the conflict andmaintain a stu-
dious silence on the question of absolutist
“moral”judgements.
India’spositioniseconomicallyvulnerable

to an extendedwar inUkraine through the
weaknessoftherupee,dependenceonoiland
other imports, and the secular flight to safety
of global (western) capital. Thismeans that
India’sself-interest lies inarapidresolutionof
themilitaryandeconomicwarfare.Itdoesnot
lie,however, inmakinganywild“swings”this
wayorthat.DespiteHuntingtonclassifyingus
as a swing power,walking the path of inde-
pendence and self-reliancewhile continuing
to expandour burgeoning relationshipwith
theWestinthelong-termisIndia’sbeststrate-
gic choice.However, India’s relationshipwith
theWestwillbebasedonmutualself-respect,
rather than the traditional high-handedness
thatwehaveexperiencedhitherto.
This implies that anycallsbycommenta-

tors in India for India to “speakup” and con-
demn theRussian aggression inUkraine are
largely playing into the unidimensional and
self-servingnarrativeofonesidewhilepaying
scantattentiontonational interests.Wehave
littletogainbyjumpingintothecurrentshout-
ingmatch,andmuchtogainbycontinuingto
movesteadilybutcarefullytowardslong-term
partnershipswith like-mindeddemocracies,
nomattertheir“culture”,religioustraditionsor
the colour of their skin. The question is:Will
culture eat strategy for breakfast (a favourite
line of MBA-enthusiasts in the corporate
world) or endupdestroyingus all in nuclear
armageddon?

ShahisanalumnusofLondonSchoolof
Economics,CambridgeandHarvard,andlives

andworksinMumbai

Choice is yours

RIGHTS ATTACKED
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'No ac-
countability Bill' (IE, April 5). The
Criminal Procedure (Identification)
BillpassedbyLokSabha isyetanother
blow to fundamental rights. Apart
from further restricting the rights of
undertrials, the extraordinarily wide
provisions of theBill leave it vulnera-
ble to misuse as a weapon to settle
scores against dissidents. Incidences
of leakage of Aadhaar numbers and
the use of the Pegasus software have
alreadyestablishedthegovernment's
disregard for citizens' rights in the
name of national security. Such laws
that empower the government with
sweeping powers without adequate
checks and balances do not inspire
confidence.

IlaRailkar,Mumbai

YATI’S IMPUNITY
THISREFERSTO theeditorial, 'Yati and
sabka saath' (IE, April 5). Yati
Narsinghanand'sdespicableutterances
reflect the extent of polarisation in the
country,wherespewinghatredagainst
theminority community is par for the
course. Unfortunately, oppositionpar-
ties do not take up these issues force-
fullybecauseoftheirdeeplydivisivena-
ture,andthecourts,whensuchmatters
are referred to them, seldomprioritise
them.Theresultisthatperpetratorsget
away lightly andbecomeemboldened
to actwith greater impunity. The gov-
ernment has largely remained silent
over these incidentswhich have been
risingbutitmustrealisethatit isriding
a tiger, andwill find it difficult to con-
trol thesituation if itdoesnotactnow.

HemantContractor,Pune

SOCIAL DEFICIT
This refers to the report, 'India Inc's
biggest merger: HDFC Bank & HDFC
Ltd will be one' (IE, April 5). This is
surely the greatest of all the mergers
that India has witnessed so far. The
surprising move shall bring
economies of scale in operations and
thereby enhance the bottom line of
the merged entity. As the share and
roleofpublicsectorbanks inthecoun-
try is diminishing vis-a-vis private
banks, thenewHDFCbehemothshall
further skew the playing field in
favour of the latter. The Government
of India ought to fast-track its plans
for themerger of public sector banks.
There is,however,an importantunan-
swered question in all this: Why are
private sector banking entities failing
to discharge their social obligations,
despite thembeinganoutcomeof the
same banking ecosystem? India's
hinterlands and rural areas appear
to be dotted largely with public
sector banks.

DeepakSinghal,Noida

A BETTER CAMPUS
This refers to thearticle, ‘Acampus for
all’ (IE, April 5). In the 21st century, at
a timewhenwetalkaboutequality for
all people, transgender persons still
require more space in society.
Everyone has the right to education.
There should be a hostel in all educa-
tional institutions for transgendersas
well. This will help transgenders to
grow, occupy the mainstream and
gain respectability in society. Also,
there is a need for people to change
theirmentality towards transgenders.

HarshitaSagar,YamunaNagar

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THEBHARATIYAJANATAPartyiscelebrating
its42ndFoundationDayonApril6.Thejour-
ney fromthe JanaSangh to theBJPhasbeen
a remarkable one, where the party and its
leadersfollowedthelinethatdefinesnation-
alism, national integration, democratic val-
ues, non-partisanship, etc. Staying steadfast
to its ideology and principles, the BJP has
grownfromstrength tostrength.
WedrawourinspirationfromDeendayal

Upadhyay’s philosophy and ideologies of
“IntegralHumanism”and“Antyodaya”(wel-
fare of the poorest). Our philosophy is also
based on the idea of “cultural nationalism”
propagated by Syama Prasad Mookerjee.
Under the leadership of Prime Minister
NarendraModi, our government and party
are committed to “sabka saath, sabka vikas,
sabkavishwas, sabkaprayas”.
All BJP governments work under the

pledge to ensure the progress andwell-be-
ingofallsectionsofsociety,withnodiscrim-
ination or favouritism. The party’s guiding
principle is the upliftment and empower-
mentof thepoor.
Post-Independence,theCongressgovern-

ments,firstunderJawaharlalNehruandlater
otherprimeministers, followedthepolicyof
appeasement, besidesmadly racing to ape
theWest. ItwastheJanaSanghthatopposed
thisandpropagatedculturalnationalismand
nationalintegration.Thenationalsorealised
that the Jana Sangh truly represents the

“soul”of India.
The hardwork, conviction and dogged-

nessofourleadershelpedusgrow.Fromtwo
MPsatonetime,wenowhaveover300MPs
in the Lok Sabha. Today, the BJP has formed
governments in17statesandhasover1,300
MLAs and over 400 MPs. We have also
crossedthe100MPsmarkintheRajyaSabha,
a commendable feat.
WhenAmitShahtookoverastheparty’s

presidentinAugust2014,theBJP’smember-
shipwas just3.5 crore. Today, ithasa record
18croremembers.
A canard was spread against the Jana

SanghandtheBJPthattheywereright-wing
political outfits. Then it was said that they
werethepartiesoftherichandthecapitalists.
But in just fourdecades, theBJPbecame the
party of every household, and the credit for
thisgoestoourleaders—fromMookerjeeto
Upadhyay, Atal Bihari Vajpayee toNarendra
Modi.PeoplefromKashmirtoKanyakumari,
fromKutch to Kamrup are bestowing their
blessingsupontheBJP.Today, inarealsense,
theBJP is theonlynationalparty.
In1972,Vajpayeemadeaclearpointwhen

hehadsaid,“Weareneithergoingleftnorright;
wearegoingstraight.Andwewillcontinueto
strivehardtogivethenationaviableandstrong
political alternative.” This is nowwell-estab-
lishedundertheleadershipofPMModi.
TheCongress andotherOppositionpar-

ties repeatedly tried tospreadthe falsehood

thattheBJPisthepartyof theforwardcastes.
ButtheBJP,whilefollowingitsideology,won
thesupportandloveofallsectionsofourso-
ciety. Today it has themaximumnumber of
Dalit and OBCMLAs andMPs, while in the
Modigovernment,therepresentationofDalit
andOBCministers is themaximum.
TheCongress and someotherparties al-

waysopposedBRAmbedkar,althoughthey
never awayshiedaway fromusinghiswork
togainpoliticalmileage. It is theBJPandPM
Modiwho,inarealsense,havegivenhimhis
due recognition and acknowledgement.
UnderPMModi,theBJPhassuccessfullydec-
imatedthepoliticsofcasteism,appeasement,
dynasty,nepotismandcommunalism.Uttar
Pradesh isanexcellentexampleof this.
Post-Independence, the Congress

shunned the ideologies of our great leaders
includingMahatmaGandhi,LokmanyaTilak,
RabindranathTagoreandSardarPatel. Italso
distanced itself fromnationalist slogans like
“BharatMata Ki Jai” and “VandeMataram”.
Chanting the name of Lord Ram became a
crime. The Congress and its allies created
havoc in thecountrybymindlesslypromot-
ingappeasement,whichthreatenedourna-
tional integrity.
But the scenario changed rapidlywhen

theBJPcametopower.Were-establishedcul-
tural nationalism, demolished the policy of
appeasementandtackled terrorismandex-
tremismwithanironfist.Withthis,wehave

madeanequitablesocietyrootedinnational
integrationbesidesboostingournationalse-
curity.Someofourgreatestachievementsin-
cludetheconstructionof theRamtemple in
Ayodhya after the peaceful resolution of a
decades-old dispute; the integration of
Jammu and Kashmir which paved theway
for its rapiddevelopment;andempowering
Muslimwomen by freeing them from the
curseof triple talaq.
PMModiadoptedtheGandhianwayofliv-

ing bymaking cleanliness an integral part of
everyIndian’slife.HealsorealisedAmbedkar's
mission by successfully implementing pro-
poorpolicieslikeUjjwalaYojana,AwasYojna,
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojna and Jal Jeevan
Mission. TheModi government empowered
thepoorandbackwardsectionsofoursociety
bygivingthemelectricity,water,gasconnec-
tions, toiletsand,aboveall, apowerfulhealth
insurance scheme. Farmers have been taken
care of through schemes likeKisan Samman
Nidhi,whileworkers intheunorganisedsec-
torhavealsobenefitedfromseveralschemes.
The credit for the great success of the

partygoestoPMModi,HomeMinisterAmit
ShahandBJPpresidentJagatPrakashNadda.
The BJP is committed to the service of hu-
manity and empowering India to the posi-
tionof aglobal leaderamongnations.

Thewriter isanMP,nationalmediaheadand
chief spokesperson,BJP

Holding steady,moving ahead

Ukraine and the culture war
Individualactioncanhelpwithclimatechange
mitigation. Itneeds tobeenabledandsupported
by largerstructuralandcultural changes

Putin’sRussiawasaswingstate in the ‘clashof civilisations’, keentoeconomically
engagewithEurope.Westsquanderedanopportunity,pushing it intoChina’sarms

Sarjan Shah

Anil Baluni

CR Sasikumar

TheBJP’s journeyhasbeenremarkable, it continues togrow

JoyashreeRoy

New Delhi



Directorate of Mines
Steel & Mines Department

Government of Odisha
Email: directormines1@orissaminerals.gov.in

RFP No. 04/KALIMATI-EC/FDC/DM Date: 05.04.2022
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL TO PREPARE
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE PROPOSAL INCLUDING
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT STUDY AND ALL
RELATED ACTIVITIES THEREOF LEADING TO ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCES FROM MOEF&CC, GOI AND OTHER STATUTORY
CLEARANCES FROM STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD,
ODISHA IN RESPECT OF KALIMATI MANGANESE BLOCK,
KEONJHAR, ODISHA.

Directorate of Mines, Govt. of Odisha invites sealed Proposals from
specialized Consultants/ Agencies for “Undertaking complete
assignment on turnkey basis to prepare Environmental Clearance
proposal including Environmental Impact Assessment Study and
all related activities thereof leading to Environmental Clearances
from Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF &
CC), Govt. of India and other statutory clearances from State
Pollution Control Board, Odisha in respect of Kalimati
Managanese Block, comprised in two villages (Balda &
Badakalimati) under Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar District, Odisha”
through registered post/ courier service or in person.
The specialized Consultants/Agencies having NABET/MoEF & CC
accreditation who have completed similar type of works in past 5 years,
having experiences in successfully conducting Environment Impact
Assessment Studies/ preparation of EIA and EMP reports/supporting
technical reports etc. for obtaining EC/ amendment orders thereof of
existing Environmental Clearances/ fresh clearances from MOEF&CC,
GOI and other Statutory Clearances and amendments from OSPCB etc.
need only to apply for the above services. The consultant/ agencies
whose EMD has been forfeited for failure to complete the assignment in
time or some other reasons, shall not apply.
The tender will have 2 (Two) parts- Technical Bid & Financial Bid.
The tender document including addendum/corrigendum, if any,
comprising of eligibility criteria, Instruction to Bidders, Scope of the
Work etc. will be available at website www.orissaminerals.gov.in.
Bidders may download the tender document from the website and the
cost of tender document may be submitted along with the technical bid
documents.
Interested firms who may like to visit the site may request the Director
of Mines, Head of Department Building, Unit-V, Bhubaneswar - 751001.
2-part Bid for the above-mentioned work should be submitted to the
Director of Mines, Odisha on or before 16:00 Hours of Dt. 20.04.2022.
The Technical Bid should consist of Conceptual Proposal, Credentials of
the firm, Turnover, PAN, GST Registration Number and all other
documents as mentioned in the bid document, Cost of Bid Document
amounting to Rs. 3600/- (Rupees Three Thousand Six Hundred) only
including GST @ 18%, Non- Refundable and EMD/ Bid Security
amounting to Rs. 1,00,000/ (Rupees One Lakh) only in shape of
Demand Drafts issued by any Nationalized Bank in favour of “The
Director of Mines, Odisha” and payable at Bhubaneswar to be sent by
registered post/courier services or in person only.
The Financial bid is to be kept in a separate sealed envelope. Both bids
are to be sealed in a single outer envelope and addressed to “The
Director of Mines, Odisha,” clearly written on top as Bid Document for
“Undertaking complete assignment on turnkey basis to prepare
Environmental Clearance proposal including Environmental
Impact Assessment Study and all related activities thereof leading
to Environmental Clearances from Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change (MoEF & CC), Govt. of India and other statutory
clearances from State Pollution Control Board, Odisha in respect
of Kalimati Managanese Block, comprised in two villages (Balda &
Badakalimati) under Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar District, Odisha”
RFP No. ------dated ---- of the Directorate of Mines, Govt. of Odisha with
name and address of the firm on the same envelope.
The Technical Bid will be opened on Dt. 22.04.2022 at 11.30 Hours
at Directorate of Mines, Head of Department Building, Unit-V,
Bhubaneswar 751001 in presence of the bidder or their authorized
representative who choose to be present. After evaluation of the
Technical Bids, the date of opening of the Financial Bid will be intimated
to the agencies through Registered post/e-mail in due course.
The Director of Mines, Odisha has the right to accept or reject any or all
the RFP without assigning any reasons thereof.

Sd/-
(Director of Mines, Odisha)

OIPR-30004/11/0001/2223

G-04

Directorate of Mines
Steel & Mines Department

Government of Odisha
Email: directormines1@orissaminerals.gov.in

RFP NO. 03/KALIMATI-FC/ED/C/DM Date: 05.04.2022

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL TO PREPARE FOREST
DIVERSION PROPOSAL INCLUDING ALL RELATED ACTIVITIES
THEREOF LEADING TO IN PRINCIPLE (STAGE-I) APPROVAL OF
FOREST CLEARANCE UNDER SECTION-2 OF FOREST
(CONSERVATION) ACT, 1980.

Directorate of Mines, Govt. of Odisha invites sealed Proposals
from specialised Consultants/ Agencies for “Undertaking complete
assignment on turnkey basis to prepare the Forest Diversion
Proposal including all related activities thereof leading to Forest
Clearance & to facilitate obtaining in principle (Stage-I) approval
of Forest land measuring 67.177 Ha. involved within Kalimati
Manganese Block, comprised in two villages (Balada,
Badakalimati) under Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar District, Odisha
from Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF
& CC), Govt. of India , under Section-2 of Forest (Conservation)
Act-1980” through registered post/ courier service or in person.

The specialized Consultants/Agencies having experience in
similar works and having capability for providing such services need
only to apply for the above services. The consultant/ agencies whose
EMD has been forfeited for failure to complete the assignment in time
or some other reasons, shall not apply.
The tender will have 2 (Two) parts- Technical Bid & Financial Bid.

The tender document including addendum/corrigendum, if any,
comprising of eligibility criteria, Instruction to Bidders, Scope of the
Work etc. will be available at website www.orissaminerals.gov.in.

Bidders may download the tender document from the website and
the cost of tender document may be submitted along with the
technical bid documents.

Interested firms who may like to visit the site may request the
Director of Mines, Head of Department Building, Unit - V,
Bhubaneswar- 751001.

2-part Bid for the above-mentioned work should be submitted to
the Director of Mines, Odisha on or before 16:00 Hours of Dt.
24.04.2022. The Technical Bid should consist of Conceptual
Proposal, Credentials of the firm, Turnover, PAN, GST Registration
Number and all other documents as mentioned in the bid document,
Cost of Bid Document amounting to Rs. 3600/- (Rupees Three
Thousand Six Hundred) only including GST @ 18%, Non-
Refundable and EMD/ Bid Security amounting to Rs. 1,00,000/
(Rupees One Lakh) only in shape of Demand Drafts issued by any
Nationalized Bank in favour of "The Director of Mines, Odisha" and
payable at Bhubaneswar to be sent by registered post/courier
services or in person only.

The Financial bid is to be kept in a separate sealed envelope. Both
bids are to be sealed in a single outer envelope and addressed to
"The Director of Mines, Odisha," clearly written on top as Bid
Document for “Undertaking complete assignment on turnkey
basis to prepare the Forest Diversion Proposal including all
related activities thereof leading to Forest Clearance & to
facilitate obtaining in principle (Stage-I) approval of Forest land
measuring 67.177 Ha. involved within Kalimati Manganese
Block, comprised in two villages (Balada & Badakalimati) under
Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar District, Odisha from Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF & CC), Govt. of
India under Section-2 of Forest (Conservation) Act-1980” RFP
No, --- dated --- of the Directorate of Mines, Govt. of Odisha with
name and address of the firm on the same envelope.

The Technical Bid will be opened on Dt. 22.04.2022 at 11:30
Hours at Directorate of Mines, Head of Department Building, Unit - V,
Bhubaneswar 751001 in presence of the bidder or their authorized
representative who choose to be present. After evaluation of the
Technical Bids, the date of opening of the Financial Bid will be
intimated to the agencies through Registered post/e-mail in due
course.

The Director of Mines, Odisha has the right to accept or reject any
or all the RFP without assigning any reasons thereof.

Sd/-
Director of Mines, Odisha
OIPR-30004/11/0002/2223
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Raju Shetti
calls MVA govt
anti-farmer,
quits alliance

Lucknow: Ghazipur police
Monday lodged an FIR against
unidentifiedpeople for allegedly
raisingslogansafterclimbingatop
amosqueinGahmarvillageofthe
district.Theincidentoccurredon
April2whileagroupof local res-
identswere takingout aproces-
sion,policesaid.
The accused have been

chargedwithpromoting enmity
betweentwogroups,saidthepo-
lice, adding that no arrests have
beenmadeinthecasesofar.
Apurportedvideoof theinci-

dentalsowentviralonsocialme-
dia.Inthevideo,agroupofyouths
areallegedlyseenwavingaflagaf-
terclimbingonamosqueandrais-

ingslogans‘JaiShreeRam’.
SP, Ghazipur, Ram Badan

Singhsaid thepolicewere trying
to identify the accused. Police,
however, said theatmosphere in
thevillagewaspeaceful.
Accordingtopolice, residents

of Gahmar village take out the
‘RamKalashYatra’ at the start of
everyHinduNewyear, inwhich
bothmenandwomenparticipate.
With apopulationof around

1.25lakh,Gahmarvillageisdom-
inatedbyHindus.
StationHouseOfficer,Gahmar

police station, TL Sen said, “On
April 2, residents of the village
took out the RamKalash Yatra.
When the procession reached
near amosque in the village, a
few youths climbed on it
(mosque) and raised slogans of
'JaiShreeRam'.Whenthosepres-
entatthespotscoldedthem,the
youths immediately came
down.”Headdedthatsomeone
in the crowdcaptured the inci-
dent on camera and later up-
loadeditonsocialmedia. ENS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
8776/HRY
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MANOJMORE
PUNE,APRIL5

DESCRIBING it as an “anti-
farmer regime”, the Raju
Shetti-led Swabhimani
Shetkari Sanghatana on
Tuesdaysnappedtieswiththe
MVA government, which it
had supported since the al-
liancecametopower in2019.
Making the announce-

mentatSanghatana’sstateex-
ecutivemeeting in Kolhapur,
Shetti said the MVA has let
down farmers and ignored
theirdemands. “Like theMVA
government inMaharashtra,
theModigovernmenthasalso
ditchedfarmers.Wearegoing
to stay away from both of
them,”hesaid.“TheMVAgov-
ernmentwas formed on the
promise of implementing the
common minimum pro-
gramme, which envisaged
providing justice to farmers.
However, the MVA is busy
making anti-farmer laws and
takinganti-farmerdecisions,"
Shetti toldThe IndianExpress.

FIR filed after crowd
climbs atop mosque,
raises religious slogans

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL5

AFTER A video of an old man
carryinghisailingwifetoahos-
pital inahandcartbecameviral
on social media, Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak on
Tuesdayorderedadepartmen-
talprobe into the incident.
Pathak,whoholdsthehealth

ministry portfolio, tweeted: “In
a viral video fromBallia, an old

personisseentakingapatientto
ahospital inacart.Aftergetting
theinformationandtakingcog-
nisanceoftheviralvideo,Health
DirectorGeneralhasbeenasked
to probe and take strict action
against thoseresponsible.”
Ballia Chief Medical Officer

(CMO)NeerajPandeyidentified
themanintheviralvideoas58-
year-old Sakul Prajapati, a resi-
dent of Andaur village in
Chilkharblockof thedistrict.
“The incident took place on

March28.Thewomanhaddia-
betesandherhusbandtookher
to anearbyCommunityHealth
Centreinahandcart,coveringa
distanceofthreetofourkilome-
tres. He says he didn’t call an
ambulance. From the health
centre,hetookhertothedistrict
hospital in an autorickshaw,”
said theCMO.
According to the CMO, the

woman died the same night
duringtreatment.“Themanhad
to hire a private van to take her

bodytothevillage.Hesays that
hehadaskedsomepeopleinthe
hospital for an ambulance or a
vehicle to take back the body,
butwasrefused.Wearefinding
out if hespoketoanofficialora
private person at the hospital.
Heisnotsurewhohespoketo,”
addedPandey.
Meanwhile, Samajwadi

Party chief Akhilesh Yadav tar-
geted the BJP government over
the“lack"ofadequatehealthfa-
cilities in thestate.

Man carries ailing wife to hospital in
handcart in UP, deputy CM orders probe

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL5

THE KERALA High Court on
Tuesday ordered the state gov-
ernment topayRs2.5 lakheach
to two Kollam residents who
were jailed after excise officials
arrested them in false Abkari
cases.Thecourtalsodirectedthe
state government to revisit the
searches,seizures,arrestsandin-
vestigations done in all the
Abkari cases over the past five
years and submit an action-
takenreport in sixmonths.
The court also took note of

the high percentage of inde-
pendentwitnessesturninghos-
tileinAbkaricases.Thebenchof
Justice P V Kunhikrishnan di-
rectedtheChiefSecretarytoap-
pointasuitablepersonforstudy-
ing theAbkari casesandsubmit
an action-taken report to the
court within six months. The
courtwasdisposingoftwopleas
inwhichthepetitionerswerear-
restedbyexciseofficialsandcon-
fined to judicial custody.
The court also ordered the

government to compensate the
petitioners within twomonths
andrecoverthesaidmoneyfrom

the officials responsible for the
illegalarrestanddetentionofthe
petitioners,aftergivingtheman
opportunityof hearing.
One of the petitioners, A B

Anilkumarwas arrested by the
excise officials in 2004 and he
stayedinjail for55days,while R
Prakash was arrested in 2006
and spent 76 days in jail. They
were subsequently found to be
innocent. In2010and2011,they
moved the high court, seeking
compensationfromthestatefor
theinfringementof theirfunda-
mentalrightsunderArticle21of
theConstitution.
On high number of inde-

pendentwitnessesturninghos-
tile, the court said: “Theremay
beseveralreasonsforthehostile
attitudeoftheindependentwit-
nesses,butwhentheindepend-
entwitnesses turnhostile in al-
most all cases, this is of serious
concern.” “Therefore, theman-
ner in which the searches,
seizures and investigations of
Abkari cases are conducted in
thestate is toberevisitedbythe
government/legislaturebycon-
ductinganappropriate studyor
inquiry, andbasedon the same,
ifnecessary,shouldmakeappro-
priateamendmentintheAbkari
Act,” thecourt said.

DETENTION INFALSEABKARICASES

Kerala HC awards
Rs 2.5-lakh aid each
to two Kollam men

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

MINISTER FOR Environment,
Forests and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav on Tuesday
welcomedtheSixthAssessment
Reportof theIntergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
releasedonMondayandsaidthat
thereportjustifiesIndia’sempha-
sisonequityatallscalesinclimate
action and sustainable develop-
ment and reiterates India’s view
onthenecessityofpublicfinance
fordevelopingcountriesandthe
needforscale,scopeandspeedin
ClimateFinance.
The minister said the

Summary of Policymakers
(SPM)andtheWorkingGroupIII
(WG3)contributiontotheSixth
AssessmentReportreport,deal-
ingwithclimatechangemitiga-
tion and international coopera-
tion, is amajor contribution of
IPCC to the global fight against
climatechange.
“The IPCC report underlines

the need for deep and urgent
global emissions reduction and
justifies India’semphasisoneq-
uityatallscalesinclimateaction

and sustainable development.
The report also fully supports
India’s view on the necessity of
public finance for developing
countriesandtheneedforscale,
scope and speed in Climate
Finance,’’saidYadavonTuesday.
Yadavpointedoutthatthere-

port specifically notes that
“Trackedfinancialflowsfallshort
of the levels needed to achieve
mitigationgoalsacrossallsectors
and regions. The challenge of
closinggapsislargestindevelop-
ing countries as awhole.” It also
states that public finance falls
shortof theCopenhagen (reiter-
atedwhen the Paris Agreement
wassigned)goalofUSD100bil-
lionperyearby2020.
Onclimatefinance,thereport

says,“Acceleratedfinancialsup-
port for developing countries
fromdeveloped countries and
othersourcesisacriticalenabler
toenhancemitigationactionand
addressinequitiesinaccesstofi-
nance, including its costs, terms
and conditions and economic
vulnerability to climate change
fordevelopingcountries.’’
Among other important

thingstheReporthasunderlined
the need for deep and urgent
globalemissionsreductionmen-
tioningthatfour-fifthsofthetotal
carbonbudget for1.5degC tem-
peratureincreaseandtwo-thirds
of the total carbon budget for 2
degCwarminghasbeenalready
consumed,saidtheminister.
Both cumulative and per

capitaannualemissionsrosedur-
ingthepre-2020period.Pre-2020
emissionsreductionindeveloped
countrieshasbeeninsufficientin
comparison to the developing
world’sneedsforsustainablede-
velopment.Bothhistoricalcumu-
lativeemissionsandpercapitaan-
nualemissionsshowIndia’s role,
aspartofSouthAsia, isminimal.
With a shrinking remaining

carbon budget, the access to a
fair share of this budget for de-
veloping countries has become
an important question, he said
adding that questions on
changes in lifestyle brought up
by the report, as instruments of
mitigation, is a stand that India
has already endorsed, particu-
larly with the view of curbing
“unsustainableconsumption”

EnvironmentMinisterBhupenderYadavataneventheldby
CentralPollutionControlBoardonTuesday.GajendraYadav

Bhupender Yadav welcomes IPCC
report, says justifies India’s stand

EXPRESSNETWORK
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MEANWHILE

JUPITER-LIKEALIENPLANETOBSERVED
Scientists have observed an enormous planet about nine times the mass of Jupiter at a
remarkably early stage of formation - describing it as still in the womb - in a discovery
that challenges the current understanding of planetary formation. Evidence suggests
that this is the earliest stage of formation ever observed for a gas giant, scientists said.

PERU

Curfewimposed
toquellprotests
overfuelcosts
Lima: Peruvian President
Pedro Castillo imposed a
curfew in the capital,
Lima,onTuesday,banning
people from leaving their
homes in an attempt to
curb protests against ris-
ingfuelandfertilisercosts
thathavespreadthrough-
outthecountry."Thecab-
inethasagreed todeclare
a ban on the mobility of
citizens from 2 am
through 11.59 pm of
TuesdayApril5toprotect
thefundamentalrightsof
all people,” Castillo said.
On Monday, a wave of
protests continued into
their secondweek, while
the government scram-
bledtobringpricesdown.
Theprotestshavebecome
increasinglyviolentandat
least four people have
been killed, the govern-
mentsaid. REUTERS

Transportationstrike
againstgasprices in
Lima,Tuesday. Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

KUWAIT

Govtresignsas
politicalcrisis
intensifies
Dubai: Kuwait's govern-
ment resigned on
Tuesday, justmonths af-
teritsformation,opening
up new uncertainty as
thetinycountrygrapples
with aworsening politi-
calcrisisthathasblocked
criticaleconomicandso-
cial reforms. Kuwaiti
Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al
HamadAlSabahsubmit-
tedthecabinet’s resigna-
tion to the crownprince,
state-run KUNA news
agencyreported,aheadof
a no-confidence vote in
Parliament later this
week that sought to re-
movehimfromoffice.AP

AUSTRALIA

Missileupgrade
pusheddueto
growingthreats
Canberra: Australia has
accelerated plans to buy
long-rangestrikemissiles
years ahead of schedule
because of growing
threats posed by Russia
and China. Defence
Minister Peter Dutton
saidTuesdaytheacceler-
ated rearming of fighter
jets andwarshipswould
cost3.5billionAustralian
dollars and increase
Australia’s deterrence to
potential adversa
-ries. “Therewasawork-
ing assumption that an
actofaggressionbyChina
toward Taiwan might
take place in 2040s. That
timeline now has been
compressed,”hesaid.AP

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON,APRIL5

TWO OF naturalist Charles
Darwin’s notebooks that were
reportedstolenfromCambridge
University’slibraryhavebeenre-
turned, two decades after they
disappeared.
The university said Tuesday

thatthemanuscriptswereleftin
the library insideapinkgiftbag,
alongwithanotewishingtheli-
brarianaHappyEaster.
The notebooks, which in-

clude the 19th-century scien-
tist’s famous 1837 “Tree of Life”
sketch,wentmissingin2001af-
ter being removed for photo-

graphing, though at the time
staff believed theymight have
beenmisplaced. After searches
of the library’s collection of 10
millionbooks,mapsandmanu-
scripts failed to find them, they
werereportedstolentopolicein
October2020.
Local detectives notified the

globalpoliceorganisationInterpol
and launched an international
huntforthenotebooks,valuedat
millionsofpounds(dollars).
OnMarch 9 the books reap-

peared,leftinapublicareaofthe
building, outside the librarian’s
office, which is not covered by
securitycameras.Thetwonote-
bookswerewrappedinclingfilm
insidetheirarchivebox,andap-

pearedundamaged.Theaccom-
panying note said: “Librarian
HappyEasterX.”
Darwin filled the notebooks

withideasshortlyafterreturning
fromhisvoyagearoundtheworld
onHMSBeagle,developingideas
thatwould bloom into his land-
markworkonevolution,“Onthe
Origin of Species.” As permedia
reports, it was in 2001 that the
notebooks, which represent
someofDarwin’sfirstinklingsof
hisradicaltheoryofevolutionby
naturalselection,wereoriginally
foundtobemissing.
Theuniversity’sdirectorof li-

brary services Jessica Gardner
said her feeling of relief at the
books’ reappearancewas “pro-

foundandalmost impossible to
adequatelyexpress.” “Thenote-
books can now retake their
rightful place alongside the rest
of the Darwin Archive at
Cambridge, at the heart of the
nation’s cultural and scientific
heritage, alongside the archives
ofSirIsaacNewtonandProfessor
StephenHawking,” shesaid.
The notebooks are set to go

on public display from July as
partofaDarwinexhibitionatthe
library. Cambridgeshire Police
saiditsinvestigationwascontin-
uing, “andwe are following up
some linesof inquiry.” “Wealso
renew our appeal for anyone
withinformationaboutthecase
tocontactus,” the forcesaid.AP

NOTEBOOKS SET TO GO ON PUBLIC DISPLAY FROM JULY AS PART OF A DARWIN EXHIBITION

Darwin notebooks missing for 20 yrs returned to Cambridge

Aviewof theTreeof LifeSketch inoneofnaturalistCharles
Darwin'snotbeooks.AP

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,APRIL5

PAKISTAN’S SUPREMECourt on
Tuesdaysoughttherecordofthe
proceedings of the National
Assemblyconductedontheno-
confidencemotion filedagainst
PrimeMinister ImranKhanas it
adjourned till Wednesday the
hearingof thehigh-profilecase.
National Assembly Deputy

Speaker Qasim Khan Suri on
Sunday ruled that theno-confi-
dencemotionwaslinkedwitha
foreignconspiracy to topple the
government andhencewasnot
maintainable. Minutes later,
PresidentArifAlvidissolvedthe
National Assembly on advice of
PrimeMinisterKhan.
Theapexcourtwithinhours

took suo motu notice of it and
a five-member bench started
hearing the case. The bench is
headed by Chief Justice Umar
AtaBandialandincludes Justice
Ijazul Ahsan, Justice
MohammadAliMazhar, Justice
MunibAkhtarandJustice Jamal
KhanMandokhail.
During the hearing on

Tuesday, the court ordered the
government to presentminutes
oftheproceedingsintheNational
Assemblyaftertheno-confidence
motionwaspresented.
Chief Justice Bandial said

thecourtonlywanted toascer-
tain theconstitutionalityof the
steps taken by the deputy
speaker for thedismissal of the

no-confidence of motion and
subsequent dissolution of the
National Assembly.
“Oursole focus isontherul-

ingof thedeputyspeaker…it is
our priority to decide on that
particular issue," Chief Justice
Bandialwasquotedassayingby
theExpressTribunenewspaper.
PMKhanonTuesdaytargeted

hispoliticalopponents,accusing
them of conspiring against his
government at the best of their
foreignmasters. Addressing the
partyworkers at theGovernor’s
House,Khanalsochidedhisown
party, lawmakers who joined
hands with the opposition for
what he claimed after taking
‘croresof rupees'. PTI

NO-TRUSTMOTIONFOILED

Pak SC seeks records
of House proceedings

ThePakistanSupremeCourtadjournedthehearingof the
high-profilecase toWednesday. AP

Moscow/Islamabad: Russia has
criticised theUS formaking “an-
otherattemptofshamelessinter-
ference”intotheinternalaffairsof
Pakistan and asserted that PM
ImranKhanwaspayingtheprice
for being “disobedient” to
Washingtonandbeingpunished
forvisitingRussiainFebruarythis
year. OnMonday,Russia'sForeign
Ministry spokeswomanMaria
Zakharova saiddespite pressure
from the US to cancel his visit,
Khanwentaheadwithit.
“This is another attempt of

interferenceby theUS in the in-
ternal affairs of an independent
state for its own selfish pur-
poses.,” Zakharovasaid. PTI

Islamabad: Pakistan’s elec-
tioncommissiononTuesday
saiditwill fulfil itsresponsi-
bility to hold general elec-
tions if required. “Election
Commissionwillfulfil itsre-
sponsibility. The meeting
will review the preparation
in theeventof general elec-
tions,” spokesperson of the
commissionsaid. PTI

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,APRIL5

PAKISTAN’S POWERFUL Army
hascontradictedPrimeMinister
ImranKhan’s remarks accusing
theUS of hatching a conspiracy
totopplehisgovernment,saying
therewas no evidence of inter-
ferenceinthecountry’s internal
matters, asperamedia report.
Prime Minister Khan had

chaired a meeting of the
National Security Committee
(NSC)onMarch27todiscussthe
issueof a “threatening letter” to
removehisgovernment.
TheNSCthendecidedtoissue

ademarchetotheUS. Khanped-
alledthenarrative thatArmytop

leadersendorsedtheletterandits
threateningcontextwasgenuine.
However,officialsourcestoldThe
ExpressTribuneonMondaythata
wrong impression was given
aboutthemilitaryleadershipen-
dorsingtheviewofgovernment.
OnesourcesaidthePMcould

makepublicminutesofthemeet-
ing because theNSC statement
was onlymeant for themedia.
"ArethereanyminutesoftheNSC
meeting? Have all the partici-
pants signed on theminutes of
themeeting,” thesourceasked.
ThesourceaddedthattheUS

hadnotsentanylettertothegov-
ernment and itwas the assess-
ment of Pakistan's Ambassador
to theUSMasoodKhanafter his
meetingwiththeUSofficials.PTI

Imran paying
price for being
‘disobedient’ to
US, says Russia

Pak Army finds no proof
of US role, says report

ITALY,SPAIN,DENMARK
expelmanyRussiandiplomats

RUSSIAREJECTS
allegations of atrocities

UNSAYS11MILLION
fledhomes inUkraine

In thecourtyardof theirhouse,VladTanyuk,6, standsnear thegraveofhismother IraTanyuk,whodied ontheoutskirtsof
Kyiv,Ukraine,onMonday.AP

OLEKSANDR
STASHEVSKYI
BUCHA, APRIL5

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT
Volodymyr Zelenskyy accused
Russian troops of gruesome
atrocitiesinUkraineandtoldthe
UNSecurityCouncilonTuesday
that those responsible should
immediately be brought up on
war crimes charges in front of a
tribunal like the one set up at
NurembergafterWorldWar II.
Zelenskyy, appearing via

videofromUkraine,toldcouncil
membersthatcivilianshadbeen
shotinthebackof theheadafter
being tortured, blown upwith
grenades in their apartments
and crushed to death by tanks
while incars.
“They cut off limbs, cut their

throats.Womenwere rapedand
killed in front of their children.
Theirtongueswerepulledoutbe-
causetheiraggressordidnothear
what theywanted to hear from
them,” he said, recountingwhat
hedescribedas theworst atroci-
tiessinceWorldWarII.
Likening the troops’ actions

to those of Islamic State,
Zelenskyy said: “The Russian
military and those who gave
themordersmustbebroughtto
justice immediately for war
crimes inUkraine.”
“Anyonewhohasgivencrim-

inalordersandcarriedthemout
by killing our people will be
brought before the tribunal
which should be similar to the
Nuremberg tribunals,” he said.
Zelenskyy stressed that Bucha
wasonlyoneplaceandthatthere
aremorewithsimilarhorrors.
TheUNmigrationagencyon

Tuesday estimated that more

than 11million people had fled
theirhomessince invasion.
High-resolutionsatelliteim-

agery fromMaxarTechnologies
showedthatmanyof thebodies
had been lying in the open for
weeks, during the time that
Russianforceswereinthetown.
The head of NATO, mean-

while,warned that Russia is re-
groupingitsforcesinordertode-
ploy them to eastern and
southern Ukraine for a “crucial
phase of thewar,” and said that
morehorrorsmaycometo light
as Russian troops continue to
pullback in thenorth.
As Western leaders con-

demned the killings in Bucha,
Italy, Spain and Denmark ex-
pelled dozens of Russian diplo-
mats on Tuesday, following
moves byGermany and France.
Hundreds of Russian diplomats
have been sent home since the
start of the invasion, many ac-
cusedof beingspies.
Kremlin spokesmanDmitry

Peskov called the expulsions a
“short-sighted” measure that
would complicate communica-
tion andwarned theywould be
metwith“reciprocal steps.”

Bring Russians to justice for
war crimes: Zelenskyy to UN

ZelenskyyatUNSCsaid
thoseresponsibleshould be
broughtuponwarcrimes
charges.Reuters

REUTERS
LONDON,APRIL5

THE KREMLIN said on Tuesday
thatWesternallegationsRussian
forcescommittedwarcrimesby
executing civilians in the
UkrainiantownofBuchawerea
“monstrous forgery” aimed at
denigrating theRussianarmy.
Since Russian troops with-

drew from towns and villages
around Kyiv, Ukrainian troops
have been showing journalists
corpses of what they say are
civilianskilledbyRussianforces.
TheWestsaysthedeadcivil-

iansareevidenceofwarcrimes.
“It isasimplyawell-directed

- but tragic - show,” Kremlin
spokesmanDmitry Peskov told
reporters. “It is a forgery aimed
atdenigratingtheRussianarmy
-and itwillnotwork.”
“Weonce againurge the in-

ternationalcommunity:detach
yourself from such emotional
perceptions and think with
your head,” Peskov said.
“Compare the facts and under-
standwhatamonstrousforgery
wearedealingwith.”

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BRUSSELS,WASHINGTON,
APRIL5

TheUSanditsEuropeanallieswill
impose stiff new sanctions, in-
cludingabanonnewinvestments
inRussiaonWednesday,aUSof-
ficialsaid,inretaliationforRussia’s
“warcrimes”inUkraine.
The joint actionwill include

a ban on new investment in
Russia, toughened sanctions on
itsfinancialinstitutionsandgov-
ernment-owned enterprises,
andmore sanctions on Russian
government officials and their
familymembers.Theofficialsaid
theywouldfurtherRussia’seco-
nomic, financial andtechnolog-
ical “isolation” from the rest of
theworld as apenalty for its at-

tacksoncivilians inUkraine.
The EU’s executive branch

proposedTuesdayabanoncoal

imports from Russia in what
would be the first EU sanctions
targetingthecountry’s lucrative
energy industryover itswar.
European Commission

President Ursula von der Leyen
said the EU needed to increase
the pressure on Russian
President Vladimir Putin after
“heinous crimes” carried out
aroundKyiv,withevidence that
Russian troopsmay have delib-
eratelykilledUkrainiancivilians.
Von der Leyen said the ban

oncoalimportsisworth4billion
euros per year and that the EU
has already startedworking on
additional sanctions, including
onoil imports.Untilnow,Europe
had not been willing to target
Russian energy over fears that it
wouldplungetheEuropeanecon-
omyintorecession.

Washington: TheUnited States
shouldlookatthedevelopmentof
morebases inEasternEurope to
protectagainstRussianaggression,
but rotate forces through them
ratherthanmakepermanentde-
ployments,thetopU.Smilitaryof-
ficertoldCongressonTuesday.
ArmyGen.MarkMilley,chair-

manoftheJointChiefsofStaff,said
the basing could be funded by
other countries such as Poland
andtheBalticsthatwantmoreUS
troops. Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin said any effort to expand
security in Eastern Europe is a
“work inprogress” thatprobably
will be discussed at the NATO
summitinJune.MilleyandAustin
were testifyingbefore theHouse
Armed Services Committee on
the 2023 budget proposal, but
muchof the focusof thehearing
wastheRussianwar. AP

Top general urges
more US troops
in eastern Europe

UDITHAJAYASINGHE&
DEVJYOTGHOSHAL
COLOMBO,APRIL5

Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa revoked a state of
emergencylateonTuesdayafter
dozensoflawmakerswalkedout
oftherulingcoalition,leavinghis
governmentinaminorityinpar-
liament as it struggled to quell
protests amid the country’s
worsteconomiccrisisindecades.
Inanothersetbackforthead-

ministration, FinanceMinister
AliSabryresignedadayafterhis
appointment and ahead of cru-
cialtalksscheduledwiththeIMF
fora loanprogramme.
In a gazette issued late on

Tuesday,Rajapaksarevokedthe

emergency rule ordinance that
went into effect last Friday. “I,
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, President
of the Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka,herebyrevokethegazette
with effect frommidnight on
April 5 ," thegazette said.
Politically, the possible next

steps could include the appoint-

mentofanewPrimeMinisterre-
placing the President’s elder
brother,Mahinda Rajapaksa, or
snap Parliamentary elections
aheadofascheduledvotein2025.
Therewasnoimmediateindica-
tionofwhatwasbeingplanned.
Thenamesofthe41lawmak-

erstoleavethecoalitionwerean-
nounced by party leaders in
Parliament. They have nowbe-
come independent members,
leavingRajapaksa’s government
withfewerthanthe113members
neededtomaintainamajority.
In a further sign of a des-

perate shortage of funds, Sri
Lanka announced the tempo-
rary closure of its embassies
in Oslo and Baghdad, and the
consulate general in Sydney,
from April 30. REUTERS

AP&REUTERS
BEIJING,APRIL5

THE COVID-19 outbreak in
China’s largest metropolis of
Shanghai remains “extremely
grim” amid an ongoing lock-
down confining around26mil-
lionpeopletotheirhomes,acity
official saidTuesday.
The government widened

thelockdowntoeasternpartsof
the city and extended until fur-
ther notice restrictions inwest-
erndistricts,whichhadbeendue
toexpireonTuesday.
DirectorofShanghai’swork-

ing group on epidemic control,
GuHonghui,wasquotedbystate
media as saying that the out-

break in the citywas “still run-
ningat ahigh level.” “The situa-
tionisextremelygrim,”Gusaid.
China has sent more than

10,000 health workers from
around the country to aid the
city, including 2,000 from the
military. Most of eastern
Shanghai, whichwas supposed
to reopen last Friday, remained
locked down along with the
westernhalf of thecity.
Shanghai recorded another

13,354 cases onMonday— the
vastmajorityof themasympto-
matic—bringing the city’s total
to over 73,000 since the latest
wave of infections began last
month.Nodeathshavebeenas-
cribedtotheoutbreakdrivenby
theOmicronBA.2variant.

With 13k new cases, Covid
outbreak in Shanghai
‘grim’, lockdown extended

Kremlin: Bucha
a monstrous
forgery aimed
at smearing us

DUETO highgasprices,
manyEUcountrieshave
beenswitchingtocoal
fromgas. IfRussiancoal
importsarebanned,sev-
eralEuropeancountries
couldfaceevenmorese-
vereenergycrunches
whenheatingdemandin-
creasesnextwinter,as
wellashigherbillsforcon-
sumersandindustry.

Why EU
banoncoal
mattersE●EX
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US and allies to impose fresh
sanctions: No new investment

Protests inColombo
demandingGotabayato
resignonTuesday.Reuters

NEWFINANCEMINISTERQUITSWITHIN24HRS

Gotabaya revokes emergency
order; 41 lawmakers walk out

Ready to hold polls
if required: Pak EC
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RAJASTHAN

Mobviolence
aftermurderof
history-sheeter
Jaipur: A day after a his-
tory-sheeterwaskilledin
a suspected gangwar in
Chittorgarhdistrict,afew
villagers vandalised two
stateroadwaysbus inthe
neighbouringKotadistrict
in protest, police said.
“Gurjar was a history-
sheeter of the Rawat
Bhata police station in
Chittorgarh...Hehadcome
toahaircuttingsaloon[on
Monday] when some
people attacked him...,”
Chittorgarh SP Preeti Jain
said. He died on theway
to the hospital. Some lo-
cals setfiretoaRajasthan
Roadways bus, jammed
the road and also broke
theglassesofanotherbus
in Borabas, Gurjar’s vil-
lage, said Kota City
Additional SP Rajesh
KumarMeel. ENS

KERALA

Solarscamrape
case:CBIraids
MLA’shostel
Thiruvananthapuram:CBI,
which is probing into the
alleged sexual exploita-
tionof awomaninvolved
in the solar scam, exam-
inedroomsattheaccused
Congress legislator Hibi
Eden’shostel onTuesday.
Apart fromEden, former
CM Oommen Chandy,
AICCgeneralsecretaryKC
Venugopal, CongressMP
Adoor Prakash, BJP na-
tional vice-president A P
Abdullakutty are among
otherallegedaccused.The
alleged incidents took
place during 2012-13
when Congress was in
power in the state. The
womanallegedlycheated
investors promising solar
solutionsandsharesinso-
larenergyprojects. ENS

BIHAR

Independent
candidate
escapesattack
Patna:Independentcandi-
date contestingMLCelec-
tionsfromSiwannarrowly
escapedattackonhimon
Sundaynightwhileoneof
his fellow villagers was
killed, police said. MLC
pollsfor24seatsconcluded
onMonday. Siwanpolice
saidtheincidenrtookplace
underHussaunganjpolice
stationareaaround10pm
when Raees Khan had
beentravellinginhisvehi-
cle.Oneof his supporters
Vinod Yadav (30) was
killedintheattack. ENS

KARNATAKA

Bankemployee
gets 7yearsin
jailforfraud
Bengaluru:Aspecial court
inBengaluruhasconvicted
a head cashier for seven
yearsof imprisonmentfor
fraudulently exchanging
demonetised currency
with legal notesworthRs
2.18crore.Theconvictedof-
ficer, BDinesh,workedas
headcashier inStateBank
of Mysore (presently
merged with SBI) of
Periyapatna branch in
Mysoredistrict. ENS

BRIEFLY

HAMZAKHAN
KARAULI, APRIL5

THREEDAYSaftercommunalvio-
lencebrokeoutinKarauli,smoke
continuestorisefromatleasttwo
burnt shops. All aroundarehalf-
burnt lac bangles, newbangles
still in their cases, a destroyed
mini-safe, a shopwith its entire
first floor collapsed, and a large
contingentofpolice.Withcurfew
inplacestill,andInternetandSMS
servicesrestricted, it isquiet.
ThatwasnotthecaseonApril

2 evening. As per the FIR lodged
overtheviolence,byKarauliPolice
Station SHORameshwar Dayal
Meena, starting 4pm, a Shobha
Yatra tomarkNav Samvatsar, or
theHinduNewYear,was taken
out through the town by “400-
500persons on200-215bikes”,
raising slogans such as Jai Shri
Ram.Avehiclewith aDJ system
accompaniedthemplayingsongs
“ofHinduorganisations.”
AstheyreachedaMuslimlo-

cality near Masjid Maniharan,
they were pelted with stones
from rooftops, causing injuries
to the people on the bikes and
the policemen accompanying
them, police said. The FIR says
thestone-peltingappearedtobe
“planned conspiracy”. Shops
were burnt, and about two
dozenpersonswere injured.
Local residents allege the

crowdraisedincendiaryslogans
suchas“topiwalabhiJaiShriRam
bolega(onewearingtheskullcap
will alsochant Jai ShriRam)”.
A shopowner,whodoesnot

wanttobenamed,deniestheal-
legation that the attack was
planned from their side. “If we
haddone it,whywouldall of us
besittingwithourshopsopen?”
Those injured say stones

rainedonthemallofasudden.“It
led toastampede,anda lotof us
wereinjured,”saysVipinSharma.
TheFIRnames37people, in-

cludinglocalcouncillorMatloob
Ahmed, convenor Neeraj
Sharma who had applied for
permission for the rally, Sahab

Singh Gurjar, state president of
the Hindu Sena, and Rajaram
Gurjar, former Chairman of the
MunicipalCouncil, Karauli.
Eyewitness and police offi-

cials toldThe IndianExpress that
the rally, which started from
Karauli’s Ramdwara Adarsh
Vidyalaya, moved smoothly till
about Photta Kot Chowraha. At
KharadianMohalla, which also
housesMasjidManiharan, the
stone-peltingstarted.
The FIR says stones were

pelted fromthemosque, aswell
as shops and homes, and that
about 100-150people gathered
withstickstoconfronttheyouth.
Theyouthlefttheirbikes,and

gathered at the Photta Kot
Chowraha,wheretheyattacked
shops, destroying and burning
them.Thebikesleftbehindwere
in turnburntby the locals.
Around35shopswereseton

fire or vandalised, a police offi-
cial said.Theseweremainlyrun
by Muslims. So far, 20 people
havebeenarrestedwhileover50
havebeenputunderpreventive
arrest. The latter includes those
foundviolating thecurfew.
ChiefMinisterAshokGehlot

accused the BJP of vitiating the
atmosphere. Claiming that the
BJP was “already in election
mode in Rajasthan”, andurging
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
tocondemntheviolence,Gehlot
askedwhy those taking out ral-
lies in the name of religion
neededtoshoutprovocativeslo-
gans or use DJs. “If youwant to
take out a religious rally, who
wouldhavestoppedyou?”
FormerCMVasundharaRaje

saidthat“tohidehisfailures,the
CM is levelling allegations
against top BJP leaders”, adding
that he should not “try to hide
thecrimesof the rioters”.
A police official said:

“Apparently,somemuscle-flex-
ingwasgoingonfrombothsides
for some time.Moreover, asper
our initial feedback, there was
some ‘extra’ preparation by
somepeopleontherooftops.We
arestill investigating.”

Rajasthan violence:
Town still under
curfew, both sides
count their losses

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL,APRIL5

CONGRESS LEADERandBhopal
MLA Arif Masood has criticised
his party for asking its cadres to
celebrate the forthcoming Ram
Navami and Hanuman Jayanti
festivals, saying it set a “wrong
precedent”.
Masood said the Congress

circular, which askedmembers
tohold recitals of theHanuman
ChalisaandtheSundarkanddur-
ing the festivals, was “unneces-
sary” forapoliticalparty.
TheBJPhastakenajibeatboth

Masood andCongress, accusing
thepartyof“usingMuslims”.Ina
move seen as theCongress’ out-
reachtoHinduvotersaheadofthe
Assembly elections next year,
Congress’s state vice-president
Chandraprabhash Shekar last

weekaskedpartyworkers toor-
ganise ‘kathavachan’ on the two
festivalsfallingonApril10and16
respectively.
The letter,whichwas issued

on April 2, said the instructions
had come from Congress state
presidentKamalNath,whowill
addressthepartycadreandtake
part inapuja.
Masood said Tuesday: “We

takeallreligionsalongasapolit-
icalpartyandifweissueacircu-
lartocelebrateRamNavamiand
HanumanJayanti, thenwemust
also issue one for celebrating
Ramzan and festivals of other
faiths.”

ArifMasood
Photo: Facebook

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL5

ALMOST A year into its tenure
andwithnoelectionsscheduled
till the2024LokSabhapolls, the
DMKgovernmentinTamilNadu
increased property tax in local
bodyareas fromApril 1.
Though recommendations

for the tax hike, including the
onesproposedin2013,werede-
layed over the years or stopped
as previous governments re-
fusedtomakeamovethatcould
be perceived as unpopular, the
MK Stalin administration took
theplungewiththeaimofreviv-
ing the state’s economy and fi-

nances. The official statement
announcingthetaxincreaseex-
plainedthatitwasnecessarybe-
causeof high inflationandadip
incivicbodies’ revenueshare.
TamilNadu’srevisedrevenue

deficitfor2021-22wasRs55,273
croreasagainstRs58,692.68crore
the previous fiscal. The latest
Budgethopestoreduceitfurther
toRs52,781.17crorebyincreasing
taxcollection.
On Tuesday, the Opposition

AIADMK hit the streets across
the state, including in Chennai
andTrichy,inprotest. Partycoor-
dinatorOPanneerselvamsaidat
a rally in Chennai that the tax
hikewasaviolationoftheDMK’s
pollpromises.

Adamagedbuilding inKarauli.HamzaKhan

No elections in sight, TN
CM hikes property tax

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,APRIL5

THEANDHRAPradesh govern-
ment is tying upwithUS-based
Global Alliance for Sustainable
Planet (GASP) to produce value-
addedmaterialsfromgarbage,as
itplanstoclearits1,000-kmcoast-
lineofwaste,particularlyplastic.
Chief Minister Y S Jagan

MohanReddymetGASP repre-
sentatives on Tuesday and dis-
cussedthelaunchofapilotproject
thatwill see the garbage turned
intobuildingconstructionmate-
rial, furniture,clothesandshoes.
Reddysaidtheprojectshould

be linkedwith thegovernment’s
‘JaganannaSwachhaSankalpam’
programme.
“Itisagooddevelopmentthat

plasticwastebeingcollectedisre-
cycled... a clearmechanism is in
place in thestate forcollectionof
garbage. The government has
beenseriously looking into recy-
cling and reusing of non bio-
degradablematerialsandGASP’s
experience should be used...,”
Reddy said, according to anoffi-
cialstatement.
MunicipalAdministrationand

UrbanDevelopmentSpecialChief
SecretaryY Sri Lakshmi told The
Indian Express that the govern-
mentisseriousinitseffortstorid
thestate’scoastline,whichisdot-
ted with scenic beaches, of
garbageleftbehindbytourists.
Renowned designer and

Parley for the Oceans founder,
Cyrill Gutsch, who represented
GASP during themeeting, told
theChiefMinisteronlynineper
centof the150MTof single-use
plasticproductsisbeingrecycled
at present. He said converting
the waste into value-added
products using eco-friendly
methodswouldpavethewayfor
aneweconomy.

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,APRIL5

THECONCERNSover the impact
of the ongoing Puri Heritage
Corridorprojectonthestructural
safety of the 12th century
Jagannath Temple seem tohave
turnedintoapoliticalslugfestbe-
tween the principal Opposition
BJPandtherulingBJDinOdisha.
Raising the issue in the Lok

Sabha recently, the BJP’s
Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita
Sarangiallegedillegalityintheim-
plementation of this ambitious
project beingundertakenby the
NaveenPatnaik-ledBJDgovern-
ment. She also claimed that the

stategovernmentcarriedonwith
its constructionwork inprohib-
itedareasneartheJagannathtem-
ple despite the Archaeological
Surveyof India (ASI)’s letter ask-
ingthegovernmentto“stop”it.
OnMonday,Sarangi,whilere-

ferring to an ASI letter dated
February 5, 2022, to theOdisha
Bridge and Construction
Corporation(OBCC),whichisun-
dertakingthediggingworkclose
to the temple’s boundarywall,
tweeted: “Archaeological Survey
of India has issueda letter to the
concernedauthorities of Puri for
stoppingwork in the Prohibited
area (100metres) of Jagannath
Temple, Puri. Butwork has not
stoppedbytheStateGovttillnow.

Illegalthisis!Isn’tittimeforallof
ustoSAVEOURTEMPLE?”
However,duringhisvisittothe

holy townMonday,OdishaChief
SecretarySureshMohapatrasaid,
“TheSrimandirHeritageCorridor
(PuriHeritageCorridor)project is
beingundertaken for thebenefit
of lakhsof devotees. I don’t think
thereisanythreattothetemple.”
TheBJDhasrejectedSarangi’s

claims,assertingthattherehasnot
beenaviolationofanylawduring
the implementation of the Puri
HeritageCorridorproject.Therul-
ingpartyhasmaintainedthatthe
project isbeingcarriedout inco-
ordinationwiththeASI.
TheBJD’sPuriMPPinakiMisra

said, “Thework is being carried

outaftergettinganNOCfromthe
NMA (National Monument
Authority)andASIisalsoapartof
theproject.”
Taking a swipe at Sarangi,

Misra said, “Manypeoplehave a
crabmentality.Neitherwill they
doanythingnorwilltheyletany-
oneelsedoanything.”
The rules under the Ancient

Monuments andArchaeological
Sites andRemains (AMASR)Act
stipulatethattheareawithin100
metresofaprotectedmonument
is prohibited for any new con-
structionunless theASI and the
NMAgive their clearance in spe-
cialcases.
ForthePuriHeritageCorridor

project, theNMAhas issued an
NOC to the state government for
the constructionof a cloakroom,
ashelterpavilion,threetoilets,an
electrical roomand apavement
withinthe75-metreradiusofthe
temple.This iswithregardtothe
pointthatpublicamenitiesdonot
comeunderthedefinitionofcon-
struction as per the AMASRAct
and that theNMAhasnoobjec-

tionif theproject isbeingcarried
outundertheASI'ssupervision.
Following its senior officials’

recent visit to theproject site for
inspection, theASIhad shotoff a
lettertothestategovernmenton
March5,askingtheauthoritiesto
submit revisedproposals for the
development of Heritage
ParikramaCorridors around the
temple.TheASI’sletterstatedthat
as per their discussionswith the
state officials over the heritage
corridor project, “The concept
planofthestategovernmentaims
toprovideamenitiesandbeautify
theentireenvironsofthetemple.
The proposed amenities are re-
quired for the devotees, it was
agreedthatthismaybeallowed.”

TheASIhasdecidedtoworkon
theproject’s design in coordina-
tionwiththestategovernmentso
that there is novisual impact on
themaintemple.“Onepointofdis-
cussionwas theproposed recep-
tioncentrewhich is at adistance
of75metresfromthetemple(part
falls under theprohibited area).
The building is proposed to be
usedtoholddevoteesbeforethey
proceed to the main complex.
Giventhatthiswouldbeessential,
itwasdecidedthat thestategov-
ernmentwouldconsideroptions
to slightlymove thebuildingbe-
yond100metres,” the letter said,
adding thatmoving thebuilding
beyond100metreswouldbe in
theinterestofthetemple’ssafety.

Andhra to turn
beach waste into
value-added
products

Theproject isenvisagedtotransformPuri intoan
internationalheritagesite.Photo:Twitter/@Susanta29604062

MANISHSAHU&
MOHAMEDTHAVER
LUCKNOW,MUMBAI, APRIL5

AHMEDMURTAZAAbbasi,who
was involved in the attack on
PAC personnel at Gorakhnath
temple gate Sunday night, vis-
ited Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu
and Lumbini in Nepal in the re-
cent past, the Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) of Uttar Pradesh
Police told a Gorakhpur court
while seekinghis custody.
TheATS,whichisprobingthe

attack, said it needs to question
the 29-year-old IIT-Bombay
graduate inconnectionwiththe
trips.Abbasi,bookedforattempt
tomurder,wassenttoseven-day
ATScustodyonMondaynight.
OnTuesday,ateamofATSvis-

itedAbbasi’sNaviMumbaiapart-
mentwherehestayedtillOctober
2020before returning tohis na-
tivehomeinGorakhpur.
AseniorpoliceofficertoldThe

IndianExpress that a teamofATS
had been keeping a watch on
Abbasiforpastfewdaysafterthey
foundhisactivitiessuspicious.
“The ATS had some doubts

about his activities and started

keepingawatchonhim.Hiscell-
phoneandlaptophavebeensent
for forensic tests.Wehope toget
more information about his
movement,”saidtheofficer.
Twodaysbeforetheincident,

twoplain-clothedpolicemenhad
visitedhishouse,theofficersaid.
“We are trying to find out

whichallplaceshehadvisited in
thepast fewmonths.Wearetry-
ingtocollectdetailsofpeoplewho
wereintouchwithhiminthepast
two months,” the officer said,
adding that “Abbasi appeared to
beradicalised”.
OnMonday,UPPolicehadsaid

the attackwas “part of a serious
conspiracy andcouldbe calleda
terrorincident”.However,thepo-
lice said theyhavenot foundany
evidencesofarsuggestingAbbasi’s
associationwithanybannedout-
fit. Theyalsosaid theevidenceso
farsuggestedthatnootherperson
wasinvolvedintheincident.
Aseniorpoliceofficerinvolved

in the probe said they have re-
ceivedinformationofAbbasivis-
itingabroadaround2014-15.“All
the information comingupdur-
ing the investigationneeds tobe
verified.Wealsoneed tocheck if
hewas interested in joining any

terroroutfit,”saidtheofficer.
TheATSonMondayalso told

thecourtthattheyhaverecovered
“several” ATMand credit cards
fromhispossession.
Meanwhile,ateamoftheATS

visitedtheTajHeightsbuildingin
NaviMumbai’s Seawood area,
where Abbasi residedwith his
family till 2020. According to a
NaviMumbaipoliceteam,which
accompanied the ATS team,
Abbasi and family moved to
Gorakhpur, theirnativehome, in
October 2020. Beforemoving to
Seawood, the family lived in
SanpadaareaofNaviMumbai.

“Till2020,Abbasi residedina
residentialsocietyinSeawood.He
would frequently visit Jamnagar
inGujarat,whereheworked for
sometimebeforehequitthejob.
Later,thefamilymovedtoUPand
put thehouseon rent,” Ravindra
Patil,alocalseniorinspector,said.
“Last week, Abbasi’s father,

Muneer, had come to sell the
houseas they found itdifficult to
travel fromGorakhpur to Navi
Mumbai,”hesaid.
TheATSteamwillalsovisitIIT-

Bombay,where Abbasi studied
chemical engineering, to collect
backgroundinformationonhim.
“Abbasi studied chemical engi-
neeringatIIT-Bombayandhisfa-
therretiredasanassistantgeneral
manager at amultinational con-
glomerate.Hisgrandfatherwasa
district judgeinUP,”Patilsaid.
Accordingtohim,neighbours

describedAbbasiassomeonewho
would keep tophimself. “Some
saidthathedidnotinteractmuch
and largelykept tohimself,” Patil
said. “Abbasi often stayed in
Jamnagar.Herecentlyquithisjob.”
AslamShaikh,wholivesinthe

adjacent building andhelped in
letting out the second floor flat,
said:“Abbasididnotminglewith
the residentsmuch. Residents
onlysawhimleavingforworkand
returninghome.”
Abbasi’sfamilymembershave

said his wife left him a few
monthsagoandthathewassuf-
feringfromdepressionsince2017.

GORAKHNATHTEMPLEATTACK

Probeteamvisits
NaviMumbai flat
whereAbbasi
stayedtill 2020

PoliceofficialsatTajHeightshousingsocietyinNaviMumbaiTuesday. AhmadMurtazaAbbasi,
accusedintheattackatGorkhanathtemplegate, livedheretillOctober2020.NarendraVaskar

UPATS says accused visited TN&Nepal,
was beingwatched for last fewdays

SFJ chief used US telecom service provider
for threat calls to SC lawyers: Police probe
MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

A US-BASED telecom service
providerwasusedbyGurpatwant
SinghPannu,chiefofbannedpro-
KhalistangroupSikhs For Justice
(SFJ),tomakepre-recordedthreat
calls to several Supreme Court
lawyersonthedaytheapexcourt
wastohearthecaserelatedtothe
security lapse during Prime
MinisterNarendraModi'svisit to
PunjabonJanuary5,DelhiPolice
has foundin itsprobe.Thepolice
are nowprocuringmore details
under amutual legal assistance
treaty (MLAT)with the US, The
IndianExpresshaslearnt.
“Duringinvestigation,weini-

tially foundthatcallsweremade

usingaUS-basedtelecomservice
firm.We thenapproached them
andtheyprovideddetailsofanac-
countholder,whohadbookedthe
accounttomakeallthesecalls.All
the documents belonged to
Pannu, but the account holder’s
namewas not Pannu,” a senior
policeofficersaid.
Later, aftermultiple commu-

nicationswiththeserviceprovider,
thepolicewere told that the ac-
count holder had changed his
nametoPannu. Itwas foundthat
the firm intimated the account
holderabouttheprobefollowing
whichhechangedhisname.
“After establishing Pannu’s

role,thepolicearenowprocuring
more details under MLAT and
communicatingwith the con-
cerned agency for further help,”
anofficersaid.

Although the Delhi Police
had registered several FIRs
against Pannu for sending
threatmessages, this is the first
timetheyhavefoundhis“direct
involvement”.
The development comes

monthsaftertheDelhiPolicereg-
isteredthefirstFIR inconnection
withthethreatcalls.
In January, shortly before the

SupremeCourttookupapetition
seekingaprobeintothebreachof
the Prime Minister's security,
some lawyers of the top court
complained of receiving pre-
recordedmessages fromanum-
ber registeredoutside India. The
messagesacceptedresponsibility
for blocking the PM’s convoy in
Punjab and warned the court
against doing anything thatwill
helpthegovernment.

DeepakPrakash,anadvocate
onrecord,alsolodgedacriminal
complaint with Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
in this connection. Inacommu-
nication,hesaidthe“callershave
claimed themselves to be a
groupfromtheUnitedKingdom
andarecallingfromuntraceable
numbers…”.
“All Advocates havebeen re-

ceiving such threatening calls,
which indicate that theywant to
bringhatred,contemptandhostil-
itytodisruptthegovernmentand
publicpeaceandtranquilityifthe
Hon’bleSupremeCourthearsthe
PM security breach case,” he
wrote.
Asthana asked the northern

rangeof theSpecialCell to inves-
tigatethematterfollowingwhich
it lodgedanFIR.

Concerns over Puri heritage project take political turn as BJP, BJD trade fireworks

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,APRIL5

THE CITY police on Tuesday is-
suednoticestoover300religious
places across the city, registered
cases and seizedmics fromsev-
eral places of worship over al-
legedly defying the Karnataka
High Court order over the pre-
scribeddecibellevelsevenassev-
eralHinduoutfitscalledforaction
againstmosques for using loud-
speakersduringAzaan.
City Police Commissioner

KamalPantTuesdaysaid301reli-
gious places, including temples,
mosquesandchurches,havebeen
issuednotices in Bengaluru and
instructedtofollowguidelinesun-
dertheKarnatakaStatePollution
Control Board.Micswere seized
fromseveralplaceswhichdefied
thecourtorder,hesaid.Thepolice
willcontinuetomonitorthepre-

scribeddecibellevels,hesaid.
TheHighCourt inSeptember

2018issuedanorderbanningthe
useof loudspeakers between10
pmand6amaspertheguidelines
laidbytheSupremeCourt.
Thepoliceactioncomesafter

a few Hindu groups launched
campaigns against the use of
loudspeakers during Azaan in
mosques. Sri Rama Sene chief
Pramod Muthalik on Tuesday
warned that if the government
failedtoremovemicsfromallthe
citymosques,theoutfitwouldin-
tensifyprotests and singbhajans
usingmicsintemplesduringearly
morningtocounterAzaan.
Thepolicesaidtheactionwas

taken as part of the awareness
drive against noise pollution. In
February, the southdivisionpo-
licehad issuednotices to11 reli-
gious places andwarned them
against violatingnorms. Theno-
ticeswerelaterwithdrawn.

Amid Azaan row, police issue
notices to 300 religious places

Cong’s Bhopal MLA slams
it over Ram Navami diktat

New Delhi



CX. ´fi. ´ffUSX MÑfÔÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f d»f0,
BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff, d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ /
Af´fcd°fÊ W Z°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ
þe.EÀf.Me. ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f, ´fid°fdâ°f EUÔ
A³fb·fUe NZIZ QfSûÔ/R ¸fûÊÔ ÀfZ Afg³f »ffBÊ³f BÊ-
d³fdUQf ´fûM Ê»f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
‘http://etender.up.nic.in’ ´fS
Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W `Ü d³fdUQf ¸fc»¹f
þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f °f±ff ²fS ûWS S fdVf
AfSMe.þe.EÀf./E³f.BÊ.ER .Me./¶f`ÔI ¦ffS¯Me
IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff dUôb°f
´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf IZ ·ffS°fe¹f ÀMZM
¶f`ÔI , VffJf-þû¹ff (dþ»ff-A¸fSûWf) ¸fZÔ
ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f ¨ff»fc Jf°ff Àfa. (Current
Account)- 30723557626, IFSC
Code-SBIN0007413 MICR No.
244002026 ¸fZÔ M Z¯OS Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI
°fI þ¸ff I SZÔÜ A³¹f d³f¹f¸f U Vf°fÊ dU·ff¦f
IZ d³f²ffÊdS°f d³f¹f¸f U Vf°fÊ C.´fi. ´ffUS
I fS´fûS ZVf³f IZ R f¸fÊ E/¶fe IZ A³fbÀffS Wû¦fe
dþ³W ZÔ dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZÔ
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ QZJf þf
ÀfI °ff W`Ü dUÀ°fÈ°f dUUS¯f BÊ-d³fdUQf d»f.
´fûMÊ»f UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ IZ
Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f EUÔ Àf¸f¹f °fI C´f»f¶²f
SWZ¦ffÜ d³fdUQf ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ·fe ÀfÔVfû²f³f ¹ff
d°fd±f dUÀ°ffS BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fûMÊ»f ´fS AUV¹f
QZJ d»f¹ff þfEÜ Ad°f A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-
d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ IYe dQ³ffÔIY-13.04.2022
1. BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-09/ BÊ.MXe.Àfe.dõXX./
E¸f./2022, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, d¶fªf³füS
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .Ue. ¨ffaQ´fbS (220)-
°ffþ´fbS DC »ffB³f IZ I ûSeOûS ¸fZÔ Af³fZ
Uf»fZ ½fÈÃfûÔ I û I fM³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
S fdVf ÷ . 6000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f
þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 1180/- BÊ-
d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ IYe dQ³ffÔIY 05.05.2022,
1. BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-10/BÊ.MXe.Àfe.
dõ./E¸f./2022, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O,
A¸fSûWf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .Ue. C´fIZ ³Qi
¦fþSü»ff, ¶fLSfg¹fc, I ûdNdJQ¸f°f´fbS EUÔ
132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³Qi Àf`Q³f¦f»fe ´fS
Ad¦³fVf¸f³f ¹fÔÂfûÔ I e dSR d»fÔ¦f EUÔ ´fZdMÔ¦f I f
I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 1000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf
I f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 295/, 2.
BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-11/BÊ.MXe.Àfe.dõXX./
E¸f./2022 dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .Ue. dUôb°f C´fIZ ³Qi
¦fþSü»ff EUÔ A¸fS ûWf ´fS À±ffd´f°f
MÑfÔÀfR f¸fÊS ¶fbdVfa¦f E½fa Àfe.Me. IZ
Tandelta EUÔ Capacitance Value
IZ ´fSeÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .
2000/- d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f
¸fc»¹f ÷ . 590/-, 3. BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-
12/BÊ.MXe.Àfe.dõX/E¸f./2022 dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f
J¯O A¸fSûWf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .Ue
Àf¸·f»f-¦fþSü»ff »ffB³f IZ dUd·f³³f
ÀfÀ´fZÔVf³f MfUSûÔ I e Afd±fÊa¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ

²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2000/- d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f
þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø q590/-, 4. BÊ-
d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-13/BÊ.MXe.Àfe.dõX./E¸f./
2022, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .Ue C´fIZ ³Qi ¦fþSü»ff ´fS
R f¹fS Extinguishers I e dSdR d»fa¦f EUÔ
´f`ÔdMa¦f I f I f¹fÊ, ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2000/-
d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f
ø q 590/-, 5. BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-14/
BÊ.MXe.Àfe.dõX./E¸f./2022, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f
J¯O d¶fþ³füS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220/132 IZ ½fe
C´fIZ ³Qi ¨ffaQ´fbS (SAS BASED) IZ
Ufd¿fÊI ´fdS¨ff»f³f EUÔ A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 32000/- d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f
þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 3540/-, BÊ-
d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ IYe dQ³ffÔIY 10.05.2022,
1. BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff- 15 /
BÊ.MXe.Àfe.dõX./E¸f./2022, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f
J¯O, ²ff¸f´fbS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe.
³fWMüS-¸f`M ûS »ffB³f EUÔ 132 IZ Ue
³fWMüS-I f»ff¦fPÞ »ffB³f I e ½ffd¿fÊI
´f`MÑûd»fÔ¦f EUÔ A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
S fdVf ÷ . 13000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f
þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 1770/-, 2.
BÊ-d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff-16/BÊ.MXe.Àfe.dõX./
E¸f./2022, dUôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O ²ff¸f´fbS
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³Qi VfZSI ûM
´fS (SAS Based) IZ Ufd¿fÊI ´fdS¨ff»f³f
EUÔ A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .
24000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þe.EÀf.Me.
ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø q1770/-, 3. BÊ-d³fdUQf
ÀfÔ£¹ff-17/BÊ.MXe.Àfe.dõX/E¸f./2022, dUôb°f
´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O d¶fþ³füS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f C´fJ¯O
d¶fþ³füS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. »ffB³fûÔ I f
Ufd¿fÊI A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf
÷ . 13000/- d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þe.EÀf.Me.
ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 1770/-, 4. BÊ-d³fdUQf
Àf Ô£¹ff-18/BÊ.M Xe .Àfe.dõ X/E¸f./2022,
dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O A¸fSûWf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
220 IZ Ue. C´fIZ ³Qi ¦fªfSü»ff ´fS À±ffd´f°f
B¸f»Àfe R f¹fS dÀfÀM¸f WZ°fb þfgI e ´f¸´f ¸f`³f
´f¸´f, Oeþ»f BÔþ³f E¹fSI ¸´fiZVfS Rb MUfg»½f,
E³fAfSUe Ufg»½f EUÔ ¦fZM Uf»U IZ Ufd¿fÊI
A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0
2000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f þeqEÀfqMeq
ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ q 590/- 5. BÊ-d³fdUQf
Àf Ô£¹ff-19/B ÊqMXeqÀfeqdõ Xq/E¸fq/
2022, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O ²ff¸f´fbS IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 220/132 IZ q½feq C´fIZ ³QiûÔ ´fS
36 IZ Ue ´fû»f ¹fcd³fM EÀf`Ô¶f»fe I e Af´fcd°fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ø q 2000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf I f
þeEÀfMe ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø q 590/- kkSXf¿MÑX
dWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fþ»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔll WXÀ°ff/-
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, dUôb°f ´ffSXZ¿f¯f
¸fÔOX»f dõ°fe¹f, CXq´fiq ´ffUSX MÑf³Àfq
IYf´fûÊÔq d»fq ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQ, ´fÂffaIY 456-
d½f0´ff0¸f a0dõX0¸f b0/BÊ X-d³fd½fQf/2022
dQ³ffaIY 05.04.2022

From 19
[Sub-rule (1) of rule 27]

Declaration By Appropriate Government/Collector
[Under Sub-Section (1) of Section 19 of the act]

GOVERNMENT OF UTTAR PRADESH
IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, UTTAR PRADESH

NOTIFICATION NO-1771
DATE- 16 March, 2022

Notification
No. 1771/VIII-S.L.A.O./Amroha/2022-Whereas Preliminary Notification No. 1193 dated
18.09.2021 was issued under sub section (1) of section 11 of the rule Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013, in respect of
3.0420 Hectares of land in Village Funderi, Pargana Dhanaura, Tehsil Dhanaura, District
Amroha, is required for public purpose, namely, project MGC Stage II Through Madhya Ganga
Canal Construction Division-15, Moradabad (Name of Requiring body) published on dated
December 04, 2021. The Deputy Collector/Assistant Collector Dhanaura was appointed as
Administrator for the purpose of Rehabilitation and Resettlement of the project affected families.
After considering the report of the Collector submitted in pursuance to provision under sub-
section (2) of the Section 15 of the Act, the Governor is pleased to declare under Section 19(1)
of the Act that he is satisfied that the area of the land mentioned in the given Schedule “A” is
needed for public purpose and the land to the extent of 0.00 Hectares in Village Funderi,
Pargana Dhanaura, District Amroha, as given in schedule “B” has been identified as the
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Area for the purpose of Rehabilitation and Resettlement of the
displaced families.
The Governor is future pleased under sub section (2) of section 19 of the Act, to direct the
Collector of Amroha to publish a summary of the Rehabilitation and Resettlement Scheme with
publication of the deceleration to this effect. The summary of the Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Scheme is attached herewith.

Schedule-A
(Land under proposed Acquisition)

Schedule-B
(Land Idenfified as Settlement Area for Displaced Families)

District Tehsil Pargana Village Plot No. Area
(In hect.)

1 2 3 4 5 6
Amroha Dhanaura Dhanaura Funderi 2Mi 0.2155

3 0.7817

44 1.0000

45 0.3360

106 0.7088

Total 3.0420

District Tehsil Pargana Village Plot No. Area Earmarked for
Rehabilitation

(In hect.)
1 2 3 4 5 6

--------------------------------Nil----------------------------------------

Note-- A Plan of land may be inspected in the office of the Collector for the purpose of acquisition.
(Sd.) ILLEGIBLE.,

Collector, Amroha
UPID-174585 Dt. 04.04.2022

www.up.gov.nic.in

PR 267590 Urban Development(22-23).D
Executive Officer

Nagar Parishad Garhwa

GovGovt. of Jharkhandt. of Jharkhand
URBURBAN DEVELAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPOPMENT & HOUSING DEPAARRTMENTTMENT

GARHWGARHWA NAA NAGAR PGAR PAARRIISSHHAADD
E-Procurement Notice

E-Tender Reference No. : GNP/SBD-01/2022-23

Note : 1.Only e-Tenderwill be accepted.
2. Any change in BOQ can be seen on website http://jharkhand

tenders.gov.in
3. Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhand

tenders.gov.in
4. fufonknkrk dks UCAN Registration (up to date) dh Nk;kizfr viyksM djuk vfuok;Z

gSA
5. laosnd }kjk 10% ls de nj nsus ij ,djkjukek ds le; vfrfjfDr tekur

dh jkf'k nsuh gksxh
(i) 10% ls 20%Belowdh jkf'k dk 20%rFkk
(ii) 20% ls vf/kd Below dh jkf'k dk 30% vfrfjDr tekur dk izko/kku ykxw

jgsxkA
(iii) iFk fuekZ.k foHkkx ds ladYi la[;k 2146(S) fnukad 09-09-2020 ds lHkh

izko/kku ykxw jgsaxsA

1. Name of the Work
Development of Bus Stand Sonpurwa
Garhwa under Garhwa Nagar Parishad

ward No. 06

2. Estimated Cost (Rs.)
2,96,39,989.00 (Two Crore Ninety Six
Lakh Thirty Nine Thousand Nine
Hundred Eighty Nine Rupees) Only

3. Tender Fee Rs. 25000.00 (Twenty Five Thousand
Only)

4. Bid Security (Rs) 296500.00 (Two Lakh Ninety Six
Thousand Five Hundred Rupees only)

5. Time of Completion 18 Months

6. Date of Publication of Tender on
Website 12.04.2022 up to 11:00 AM

7. Last Date/Time for receipt of E-
Tender on Website 30.04.2022 up to 5:00 PM

8. Date of Opening E-Tender 05.05.2022, Time: 11:00 AM

9. Name &Address of office
Inviting Tender

Executive Officer, Nagar Parishad
Garhwa-822114

10. Contact No of E-Procurement
officer 7903796154, 9110993449

11. Helpline Number of E-
Procurement cell 9113726492

12 Last Date of receipt of hard copy
cost of bid document & EMD. 02.05.2022 Up to 05:00 PM

PR 267639 RINPAS(22-23).D

Sd:-
Director,

RINPAS, Kanke, Ranchi

GGoovvt. of Jharkhandt. of Jharkhand
Office of the DirOffice of the Directectoror

RRaanncchhii IInnsstituttitute of Neure of Neuro-Psyo-Psychiachiatry & Allied Sciencestry & Allied Sciences
KKankanke, Ranchi – 834006 (Ph.:2450303, 2450813)e, Ranchi – 834006 (Ph.:2450303, 2450813)

wwwwww.rinpas.nic.in, Dir.rinpas.nic.in, Directector-rinpas@jharkhandmail.gor-rinpas@jharkhandmail.govov.in.in
& Dir& Directectorrinpas@gmail.corrinpas@gmail.comom

Letter no. 900 , date 05/04/2022
E-tender notice No. DIR-01/04/2022-2023/Half-Way-

Home are invited in two bid system (Technical& Price Bid) through e-
tendring process only, from competent and eligibel agencies, for a
period ofminimumone year.

Date on publication on website 11/04/2022
Pre-Bid Conference 13/04/2022, 11.30 A.M.

Date of start of Online Bid
Submission 16/04/2022

Last Date and time for
submission of Bids 07/05/2022, 17.00 P.M.

Opening of bidding 12/05/2022, 11.30 A.M.Technical Part “A”
Note:- For further details, please visit website
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

QdÃf¯ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f
d»f., IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff,
d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f ¸f¯OX»f, d¨fÂfIcYMX

A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ õfSf d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f d½f½fS¯ff³fbÀffS
Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ dQ³ffaI -20.04.2022 I û Àf¸f¹f
18:00 ¶fªfZ °fI ´fid°fd¿N°f E½fa ¹fû¦¹f
NZIZ QfSûÔ/d³fd½fQfQf°ffAûÔ ÀfZ d³f¸³f I f¹fÊ WZ°fb BÊ-
d³fd½fQf Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` E½fa dQ³ffaI -
21.04.2022 I û Àf¸f¹f- 13:00 ¶fªfZ Jû»ff
ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe C.´fi. VffÀf³f I e
Afd²fI fdSI BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûS¸f`ÔM ´fûMÊ»f
https://etender.up.nic.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`:-
1. BÊ-d³fd½fQf d½fdVf¿MXeIYSX¯f Àfa£¹ff- 02/
SE/EDCCkt/ 2022-23: I f¹fÊ: d½fôb°f
d½f°fS¯f J¯O, d¨fÂfIc M I e Àfe¸ff³°f¦fÊ°f d³fI M°f¸f
·fd½f¿¹f ¸fZÔ Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»fûÔ E½fa
»ffB³fûÔ IZ A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX
²f³fSXfdVf- ÷ . 10,000.00, d³fd½fQf Vfb»IY- ÷ .
1180.00 (ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f) 2. BÊ-d³fd½fQf
d½fdVf¿MXeIYSX¯f Àfa£¹ff- 03/SE/
EDCCkt/2022-23: I f¹fÊ: d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f
J¯O, Sfªff´fbS I e Àfe¸ff³°f¦fÊ°f d³fI M°f¸f ·fd½f¿¹f
¸fZÔ Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»fûÔ E½fa »ffB³fûÔ IZ
A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX ²f³fSXfdVf-
÷ . 10,000.00, d³fd½fQf Vfb»IY- ÷ . 1180.00
(ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f)Ü WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f ¸f¯OX»f d¨fÂfIcYMX
´fÂffaIY-2138/d½f.d½f.¸fa.d¨f./d³fd½fQf ´fiIYfVf³f/
2022-23 dQ³ffaIY-05.04.2022
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vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk la[;k%& 11@2022&23@fo0fo0ea0@esjB] fo|qr
forj.k [k.M izFke] esjB ds vUrxZr mi[k.M f}rh;] ijrkiqj ds dk;Z
{ks= esa fctusl Iyku o"kZ 2022&23 ds vUrxZr 33@11 dsoh fo|qr
midsUnz m|ksxiqje&izFke ls iksf"kr ,oa vfrHkkfjr 11 dsoh xxksy jksM
vkS|ksfxd iks"kd dk yxHkx 100 ,Eih;j Hkkj 33@11 dsoh fo|qr midsUnz
m|ksxiqje&f}rh; ls iksf"kr 11 dsoh vPNjkSaMk vkS|ksfxd iks"kd ij
LFkkukUrfjr djus gsrq vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls
http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus
dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjksgj jkf”k #i;s 2000-00
gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus dh vafre frfFk fnuakd 20-04-2022 ¼12%00
cts rd½ gSA vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk la[;k%& 12@2022&23@fo0fo0ea0
@esjB] fo|qr forj.k [k.M izFke] esjB ds vUrxZr mi[k.M r`rh;] esjB
ds dk;Z {ks= esa fctusl Iyku o"kZ 2022&23 ds vUrxZr 33@11 dsoh
fo|qr midsUnz dkthiqj ij fofHkUu LFkkuks ij iz.kkyh lq/kkj ds dk;Z ,oa
33@11 dsoh fo|qr midsUnz yksfg;kuxj ikWdsV&lh ds ikoj ifjorZdks ds
izksVsD'ku ds fy, lfdZV czsdj LFkkfir djus gsrq vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk
vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k
x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq
/kjksgj jkf”k #i;s 2300-00 gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus dh vafre frfFk
fnuakd 20-04-2022 ¼12%00 cts rd½ gSA vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk la[;k%&
13@2022&23@fo0fo0ea0@esjB] fo|qr forj.k [k.M izFke] esjB ds
vUrxZr mi[k.M izFke] ckxir jksM ds dk;Z {ks= esa fctusl Iyku o"kZ
2022&23 ds vUrxZr 33@11 dsoh fo|qr midsUnz Mqaxjkoyh ls iksf"kr
xzke ijrkiqj esa ,Q0lh0vkbZ0 xksnke ds ikl LFkkfir vfrHkkfjr 100
dsoh, ifjorZd dh {kerko`f) 250 dsoh, djus gsrq vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk
vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k
x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq
/kjksgj jkf”k #i;s 2000-00 gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus dh vafre frfFk
fnuakd 20-04-2022 ¼12%00 cts rd½ gSA vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk la[;k%&
14@2022&23@fo0fo0ea0@esjB] fo|qr forj.k [k.M izFke] esjB ds
vUrxZr mi[k.M izFke] ckxir jksM ds dk;Z {ks= esa fctusl Iyku o"kZ
2022&23 ds vUrxZr 33@11 dsoh fo|qr midsUnz Mqaxjkoyh ls iksf"kr
xzke ijrkiqj esa LFkkfir vfrHkkfjr 100 dsoh, ifjorZd dh {kerko`f) 250
dsoh, djus gsrq vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk vkeaf=r dh x;h gS ftls
http://etender.up.nic.in ij izdkf”kr fd;k x;k gSA dk;Z dks iw.kZ djus
dh vof/k 30 fnu gSA lUnfHkZr fufonk gsrq /kjksgj jkf”k #i;s 2000-00
gSA vkWuykbZu fufonk Hkjus dh vafre frfFk fnuakd 20-04-2022 ¼12%00
cts rd½ gSA dk;Z@lkexzh dh ewy ek=k] fufonk fof”k’Vhdj.k o vU;
fu;e ,oa “krsZ bZ&fufonk iksVZy ij miyC/k gSA v/kksgLrk{kjh dks fcuk
dkj.k crk;s vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk fujLr djus dk vf/kdkj gksxkA
fu/kkZfjr frfFk ds foLrkj rFkk “kqf) i= ls lEcfU/kr lwpuk ;fn dksbZ
gksxh] dsoy osclkbZV ij Mkyh tk;sxhA vr% Loa; dks viMsV j[kus ds
fy, mijksDr osclkbZV dks fu;fer ns[ksA ^̂jjkk""VVªª ffggrr eess ffccttyyhh ccppkk;;aa ss**
v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk fo|qr pksjh dh lwpuk 1800&180&3002 ij nsaA fo|qr
forj.k e.My&esjBA Ik= la[;k% 2208&fo0fo0ea0@esjB
fnukad&05-04-2022

iiff””ppeekkaappyy ffoo||qqrr ffoorrjj..kk ffuuxxee ffyy00

Chhattisgarh Rural Roads Development Agency
VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G.)

NIT No. 736 /TC-T/CGRRDA/2022, Dated 04/04/2022
Chief Engineer (Tender Cell), CGRRDA, Raipur on behalf of Governor of Chhattisgarh invites bids in
electronic tendering system for Vendor for Supply, Installation, Operation and Maintenance of GPS
enabled Vehicle Tracking System in Key machinery and equipment engaged during execution of road
works under PMGSY III and onwards project in CG State, for different districts of Chhattisgarh as per
B.O.Q. from the eligible Suppliers / Firms registered with unified registration system (e-registration) for
the works mentioned below. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement:

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is available
online and should be submitted online in https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in. The bidder would be required to
register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have a
valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities.

Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on our website https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
from 07.04.2022 from 5:00 PM & onwards. In future any related corrigendum would be seen in the
notice section of this website. Sd/-

Chief Engineer (Tender Cell)
Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency

Civil Lines, Raipur (C.G.)
32035 E-mail : pmgsyrc4@yahoo.co.in

E-Procurement Tender Notice

S.
No

01

NIT
No

736

Districts

For all
Districts of

Chhattisgarh

Rate invited

Item rate
Tender

Estimated Amount
(Rs. in Lakhs)

Total Cost
Rs 221.00 Lacs.

Work Name

Vendor for Supply, Installation, Operation
and Maintenance of GPS enabled Vehicle
Tracking System in Key machinery and
equipment engaged during execution of
road works under PMGSY III and
onwards project in CG State.

Gujarat Technological University invites applications from
motivated and potential candidates for one (1) postdoctor-
al position available in Biotechnology at School of Applied
Sciences and Technology (SAST). Selected PDF will be
eligible to draw a fellowship of INR 40000/- per month and
annual contingency of INR 50000/-. Last date of receiving
hard copies of the applications is 30/04/2022. For details
please refer to the Guidelines for Postdoctoral Fellowship
dated 04.04.2022 on the website
https://www.gtu.ac.in/Circular.aspx

Place : Ahmedabad Sd/-
Date : 04/04/2022 Registrar
No.INF/ABD/25/2022

GUJARAT TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY
Chandkheda, Phone: 079-23267521/70
Ahmedabad - 382424, Gujarat.

Advertisement for
Postdoctoral Fellowship-2022

Regd Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, (Patiala)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in

(Contact Number: 0164-2756446)
Tender Enquiry No. 303/GHTP/C&I/M&I/M-112/Vol. 1 Dated: 04.04.2022

Dy Chief Engineer/ C and I Circle, GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat invites
E-Tenders for the work of Routine/ Preventive, Breakdown and Shutdown
Maintenance of C and I Equipments/Instruments, Measurement and Interlock
System, Annunciation System, Flue Gas Analyzers, Steam and Water Analysis
System etc. installed at 2X210MW Stage-I and 2X250MW Stage-II, Guru
Hargobind Thermal Plant (GHTP), Lehra Mohabbat, Distt. Bathinda, Punjab as
per details in the tender specification for a period of one year.

For detailed NIT & Tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.pun-
jab.gov.in from 06.04.2022 from 11.00 A.M. onward.
NOTE: Corrigendum(s) and/or addendum(s), if any, will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. GHTP-12/22 13312/Pb

QdÃf¯ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f
d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f.
A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf

Àfc¨f³ff d³fd½fQf Àfa. 05/2022-23-
d½fôb°f ³f¦fSe¹f d½f°fS¯f J¯O Wf±fSÀf IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f d¶fªfd³fÀf ´»ff³f ¸fQ ¸fZÔ
´fiÀ°ffd½f°f I f¹fûË I û I Sf¹ff ªff³ffÜ
(²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 10000.00) d³fd½fQf
Àfa. 06/2022-23- d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f
J¯O dõ°fe¹f Wf±fSÀf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
d¶fªfd³fÀf ´»ff³f ¸fQ ¸fZÔ ´fiÀ°ffd½f°f I f¹fûË
I û I Sf¹ff ªff³ffÜ (²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .
2000.00) d³fd½fQf Àfa. 07/2022-
23- d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f J¯O ¨f°fb±fÊ
ÀffQf¶ffQ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d¶fªfd³fÀf ´»ff³f
¸fQ ¸fZÔ ´fiÀ°ffd½f°f I f¹fûË I û I Sf¹ff
ªff³ffÜ (²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 5000.00)
d³fd½fQf d½fIi ¹f d°fd±f E½fa Jb»f³fZ I e
dQ³ffaI 22.04.2022 A³¹f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f
ªff³fI fS e BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûSX¸f`ÔMX ´fûMÊX»f
https://etender.up.nic.in ´fSX
CX´f»f¶²f W`XÜ WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f ¸f¯OX»f,
WXf±fSXÀf ´fÂf Àfa. 1414/
d½f.d½f.¸f.Wf./E-1 dQ³ffaI 05/4/2022


����� ��� 
�����	
Martyr of CISF on 06th April

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-
hearts.On this day, they laid down their lives at the altar of duty
while fighting with LWE outfits. Their courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the force. The force
will remain eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.

SSII//EEXXEE KKAAPPTTAANN BBOOIIPPAAII
CCCCLL KKAARRGGAALLII
0066--0044--22000077

CCTT//GGDD HHOOSSHHIIYYAARR SSIINNGGHH
CCCCLL KKAARRGGAALLII
0066--0044--22000077
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ADULTS

12,00,000

6,00,000

0

March26 April04LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

6,16,740
10,76,977

AGE GROUP 15-18
3,00,000

1,50,000

0

March26 April04LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

1,05,047

1,65,576

53,119

TOTALDOSES 184,87,33,081

DASHBOARD, AS ONAPRIL 04

Age group 15-18

5,73,86,396

3,87,13,882

Adult

91,31,72,053

79,66,27,270

■Firstdose ■Seconddose

AGEGROUP12-14 1st dose 1,92,18,099
PRECAUTIONARY doses 2,36,15,381
Doses On April 04 16,49,802

1,41,260 61,499

2,70,558

OVERTHEpasttwoyears,viruseshavebeen
typecastasdetrimentaltoourexistence,and
wehaveprojectedourselvesasinnocentvic-
tims of their ruthlessness. If we could, we
wouldconferaheapofNobelPrizesonany-
onewho accomplishes the total annihila-
tionofviruses.This,however,wouldbeafa-
talerror—farmorelethalthananypotential
variantof Sars-CoV2orevenEbola.

Viruses everywhere
Earthhasanestimated10nonillion(10to

the31stpower)viruses,enoughtogiveoneto
every star in theuniverse100million times
over.Incomparison,therearelessthan8bil-
lionofus.Weoccupymicroscopicspaceamid
them;theygenerallytolerateourpresence.

Viruseshaveexisted for 3.5billionyears
prior tohumans. Theypermeate everypart
ofthenaturalworld,lurkinginsoil,seawater,
anddriftingthroughtheatmosphere.Almost
all of them are harmless to humans, and
manyperform important functions in our
ecosystem’smaintenance.Only219oftheap-
proximately1.7millionviralspeciesinmam-
malsandbirdsinfecthumans.Otherslookaf-
ter thehealth of specific organisms such as
fungi,plants, insects,andevenhumans.
Bacteriophages,oftenknownsimplyas

phages, areviruses that infect andkill bac-
teria. Intheocean,phagesarethemostsig-
nificantregulatorsofbacterialpopulations.
Theyfacilitatemicrobialcreaturesthatpro-
ducehalf theoxygenintheworldtosurvive
in the ocean. Phages are present in our di-
gestive,respiratory,andreproductivetracts’
mucusmembrane linings, and function as
barriersagainst invadingbacteria.

Viruses that help and protect
Phageshavelongbeenusedtotreatsep-

sis caused by lethal bacteria. These viruses
were isolated fromwater bodies, dirt, air,

sewage, and the bodily fluids of patients.
Today,thereisarenewedinterestinusingge-
neticallyengineeredphages,especiallyinthe
treatmentofdrugresistantinfections.
Virusessuchasthelatentherpesvirusand

PegivirusC,whenpresentinourbodies,pro-
tectus fromtheirharmfulcousins.Antigens
producedbythelatentherpesvirusassistthe
immunesysteminidentifyingandtargeting
cancercells.PegivirusC,oftenknownasGBV-
C,isavirusthatdoesnotcauseanysymptoms.
Multiple studies have found that HIV and
Ebolapatientswhoare infectedwithGBV-C
live longerthantheoneswhoarenot.By in-
hibiting thehost receptors essential for cell
entry,GBV-Cslowsdiseaseandenhancesthe
releaseofanti-viralinterferonsandcytokines.
Viruses have played an integral role in

theevolutionofourspecies.Theyhavebeen
infiltrating human genomes for hundreds
ofmillions of years. Their geneticmaterial
accounts for roughly 8% of the human
genome. Certain viral genes produce pro-
teins such as Syntectinwhich enables the
foetus to fusewith themother throughthe
placenta, but forwhich the embryowould

die.Besides,retrovirusesplayedaroleinthe
evolutionof themammalianplacenta.
Threehundredandeightytrillionviruses

resideonandinsidethehumanbody,which
ismorethan10timesthenumberofbacte-
ria.Theyinfiltrateeverypartof thebodyin-
cluding blood, cerebrospinal fluid, organs
and skin.While aminority of themcan be
harmful tous,manyfacilitateoursurvival.

Whenhumans trigger viruses
Frequentcontactbetweenhumansand

animals usually by human intrusion into
theirhabitats increasestheriskofzoonotic
viral transmission. Forest degradation for
urban development, mineral extraction,
hunting,slaughteringofanimals,aswellas
worldwideanimaltradehavebeenimpor-
tantdriversof virus spillover.
A 2017 study published in the journal

Science suggests that nearly half of the
world’sspeciesarealreadyonthemoveasa
result of rising temperatures and shifting
rainfall patterns. According to The Lancet
Countdown2019Report,climatechangehas
facilitatedthespreadofmanydiseases,plac-

ingarisingnumberofpeopleatrisk.Growing
populations,climaticchange,andhighrates
ofgreenhousegasemissionsareexpectedto
increasethenumberofEbola-proneareasby
20% to 30%. Ebola could, on average, break
out once every 10 years by 2070, dropping
fromthecurrentaverageof17years.
When terrestrial animalsmigrate, they

carrytheirvirusesandtransmit them. If hu-
mansinvadetheirterritories,newpossibilities
forpandemicsemerge.Ifnoactionistakento
address climate change, about one billion
peoplemightbeexposedtomosquito-borne
diseasesforthefirsttimeby2080.

An outlook for the future
TheCovid-19pandemicistheresultofthe

unfortunate but preventable confluence of
ecological drivers of disease spillover. There
isareasonwhypandemicsoccur.Thesizeof
thehostpopulationandthedegreetowhich
it hasdisrupted theenvironment aremajor
factors in the emergence of pandemics.
Humans have significantly altered three-
quartersoftheEarth’slandandtwo-thirdsof
its oceans, according to the Intergov-

ernmental Science-Policy Platform on
BiodiversityandEcosystemServices(IPBES).
As wildlife shifts its distribution in re-

sponsetohumanactivitydiseasespillovers
will continue to occur across the planet.
Two-thirds of human infectious diseases
andthree-quartersofnewlyemergingdis-
easesarecausedbyanimalspillovers.Wild
mammalsandbirdshaveplentyofzoonotic
viruses to transmit to us.Weplay adeadly
gameofviralroulettewhenweengageirre-
sponsiblywithother species.
Scientistshaveonlyrecentlybeguntolook

atthewaysinwhichvirusesmaintainalllife.
Aswestaggeroutof thepandemic,wemust
ensuresafeandsustainablecoexistencewith
other species. The more we learn about
viruses, themorepreparedwewillbetouse
someofthemforourgood.Wewillalsobrace
ourselvesagainstthosethatcouldleadtothe
nextpandemic.
(Rajesh M. Parikh is Director Medical

Research and Hon. Neuropsychiatrist, Jaslok
Hospital&ResearchCentre,Mumbai)
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PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY ac-
cusedRussiantroopsofcommitting“themost
terriblewarcrimes”sinceWorldWar II inan
addresstotheUNSecurityCouncilonTuesday
asoutragesweptthroughWesterncapitalsat
what appeared to be incontrovertible evi-
denceofgrislycivilianmassacresinUkrainian
areasvacatedrecentlybyRussianforces.
UntilTuesday,officialshadcountedbod-

ies of at least 410 civilians in towns around
Kyiv, where Russian and Ukrainian forces
battledfromFebruary27untilthebeginning
ofAprilwhen,astheinvaderswithdrew,ev-
idenceof likelywarcrimesbegantoemerge.

Themassacres in Bucha
The grimmest discoveries have been

made in aKyiv suburb calledBucha, a town
locatedabout25kmtothenorthwestof the
capital,whichhadanestimatedpopulation
ofaround36,000beforetheinvasionbegan.
More than 300 bodies have been found in
thetown,somewiththeirhandsbound,flesh
burned, andshot in thebackof thehead.
Satelliteimagesfrommid-Marchthatare

now available show streets strewn with
corpses,andmanyofthebodiesseenbyjour-
nalists in the past couple of days appear to
havelainintheopenforweeks.Corpseshave
beenfoundinashallowmassgraveinachurch
compound,andofficialshavesaidfivebodies
withtheirhandstiedlayinthebasementofa
children’s sanatorium thatwas used by the
occupiersasa“torturechamber”forcivilians.
Thediscoverieshavedrawncomparisons

withthekillingsofciviliansinthisareaduring
WorldWar II.BetweentheFirstBattleofKyiv
(partofHitler’sOperationBarbarossathatbe-
ganinJune1941)andtheSecondBattleofKyiv
(end-1943)when the Red Army started to
pushbacktheGermansfromUkraine,thearea
aroundtheUkrainiancapital,includingBucha,
saw the “Holocaust bybullets” duringwhich
anestimated1.5millionpeople,mostly Jews,
wereshotdeadatcloserange.
Low-ranking Nazi einsatzgruppen para-

militaries roaming the occupied territory
randomlymurderedcivilians inhomesand
streets — atrocities that were recalled in
news reports 80 years later as bodieswere
found lying next to bicycles, on pavements,

and inyards andgardens inBucha. The first
videos out of the town supported claims of
mass casualties, and were subsequently
backed by accounts of reporters on the
ground. The reports andpicturesof corpses
wearing civilian clothes, some clutching
shoppingbags,suggestthatordinarycitizens
weremurderedwithoutprovocation,asthey
wentabout theirdailybusiness.

A genocide orwar crimes?
Both expressions have been used freely

inoutragedUkrainianandWesterndescrip-
tions of the atrocities in Bucha. Whether
theseincidentsfitthosedefinitionsisimpor-
tant because of the international commu-
nity’sobligation to respondto them.
Ukraine and the West have accused

Russia of war crimes even earlier, alleging
that it targetedcivilians in thebombingof a
maternityhospitalinMariupolandatheatre
that announced it was sheltering children.
President Joe Biden has called President
VladimirPutina “warcriminal”.
War crimes are defined as “grave

breaches”oftheGenevaConventions,agree-
ments signed afterWorldWar II that laid
downinternationalhumanitarianlawsdur-
ingwartime.Deliberatelytargetingcivilians

amounts toawarcrime.
TheInternationalCriminalCourt(ICC)at

TheHaguehasalreadyopenedaninvestiga-
tion intopossiblewarcrimesbyRussia. The
investigation could in theory target even
Putin.But itwillbedifficult tobringRussian
defendants to trialor toprove intent.Russia
doesnotrecognisetheICCandwill likelynot
cooperatewith the investigation.
Genocide,asdefinedbytheUnitedNations

GenocideConventionofDecember1948, in-
cludesacts“committedwithintenttodestroy,
inwholeor inpart,anational,ethnical, racial
or religious group”. Genocide is seen as the
gravestofallcrimesagainsthumanity.
AlexanderHinton, director of theCenter

fortheStudyofGenocideandHumanRights
atRutgersUniversity, toldPOLITICOthat the
perpetrators of genocide “want to destroy a
peopleasopposedtodefeatanarmy”andop-
eratewith“anintentofsystematicity”.Hinton
saidhedidnotbelieveRussia’sactionsasyet
amountedtogenocide,eventhoughitdidap-
pear tobeguiltyofwarcrimes.
Gregory Stanton, chair of Genocide

Watch, however, believes Russia has com-
mitted “crimes of genocide, as well as war
crimes and crimes against humanity”.
Stanton told POLITICO that genocide is a

groupcrimethatcanbecommittedbyastate
against its own people or the people of an-
other state and, in this case, the Russians
“havetheintenttodestroy,inpart,anational
group, and that’s theUkrainiangroup”.
Differences of opinion onwhat consti-

tutesgenocideexplainsinpartthereluctance
of the international community to use the
termfrequently.ApartfromtheHolocaustin
whichmorethan6millionJewswereexter-
minated,threeothergenocidesaregenerally
recognisedasfittingthe1948UNdefinition:
the 1915-20mass killings of Armenians by
the Ottoman Turks, the killings of 800,000
Tutsis andmoderate Hutus in Rwanda in
1994, and theSrebrenicamassacreof 1995.

Global and Russian reactions
KyivMayorVitaliKlitschkohassaidthat

“what happened in Bucha and other sub-
urbs...can only be described as genocide”.
On Sunday, before the full scale of the hor-
rors in Bucha were known, President
Zelenskyy had said the Russian actionwas
“genocide — the elimination of the whole
nation and the people”, and “the destruc-
tion and extermination” of more than 100
nationalities inUkraine.
All of Ukraine’s Western allies have

stronglycondemnedthemassacreinBucha.
Amid calls for more, stronger sanctions
againstRussia,Germany,France, Italy,Spain,
Denmark,andSwedenhaveexpelleddozens
ofRussiandiplomats,andSwedishprosecu-
torshaveopenedapreliminaryinvestigation
intopossiblewarcrimes inUkraine.
Russia has denied all accusations. The

Kremlin has said the claims coming out of
Buchawerea“welldirectedbuttragicshow”,
and a “monstrous forgery”. It has called the
diplomatic expulsions “short-sighted”, and
said that “reciprocal steps”would follow.

LONGERVERSIONON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The civilian massacre in Bucha
FollowingthewithdrawalofRussiantroops,morethan300bodieshavebeenfound inaKyivsuburb,
somewiththeirhands tied, fleshburned,andshot in thebackof thehead.There isglobaloutrage.
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Threebodies lie in theyardof ahomeinBuchaonMonday.DanielBerehulak/TheNYT
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THERAJAPAKSA family,whosemembers in-
cludeSriLanka’sPrimeMinisterandPresident,
hails fromHambantota district in the south.
PresidentGotabayaRajapaksaandhisbrothers
Chamal,PMMahinda,andBasilarethird-gen-
erationpoliticians,whilethefourthgeneration
isrepresentedbyMahindaandChamal’ssons
Namal,YosithaandShashindra.
InSouthAsia,nootherpoliticaldynastyhas

been as confidently nepotistic. During
MahindaRajapaksa’ssecondtermasPresident
from2010-15,thereweresaidtobemorethan
40Rajapaksafamilymembersingovernment
posts, apart from the cabinet.Manyof them
faced enquiries for financial fraud after
Mahinda’s governmentwasvotedout. Basil,
whoisalsoaUScitizen,wasarrested,andhis
wifeandeldestdaughterwerequestioned.
Under the leadership of Gotabaya and

Mahinda,theRajapaksaclanhastakencharge
of 11ministries.Other familymembershave
beenaccommodatedinthePMandPresident’s
secretariat.Atleastoneholdsadiplomaticpost
asconsulgeneral inLosAngeles.

Thebeginnings

In thecountry’s firstparliament, towhich
electionswereheld in themonthsbefore Sri
Lanka’sindependenceinFebruary1948,there
weretwoRajapaksas.Oneofthemwasthefa-
ther of the present President and Prime

Minister.AfoundingmemberoftheSriLanka
FreedomParty (SFLP), DonAlwinRajapaksa
wasatwo-timeparliamentarian.Atthetime,
thepartywas in thehandsof another found-
ingmember, theOxford-educated SWRD
Banadaranaike,scionofawealthyfamilyfrom
theoutskirtsof Colombo.Afterhisassassina-

tionin1959,hiswifeSirimavotookcharge.

Mahinda&Gotabaya
WhenChandrikaKumaratunga inherited

the leadership of the SLFP from Sirimavo
Bandaranaikein1994,MahindaRajapaksahad
alreadyspentovertwodecadesinpolitics.But

hewasnochallengetoKumaratunga'sleader-
ship,bidinghistimeasacabinetministerdur-
ingher two termsas President.Other family
memberswere in politics too, notably elder
brotherChamalandcousinNirupama.
His candidacy in the 2005 presidential

election came after Kumaratunga stepped
down frompolitics.Mahinda’s determined
bidforamilitarydefeatoftheLTTEwasledby
hisdefencesecretary,Gotabaya.Afterthe2009
victory inwhichthousandsof Tamilcivilians
were killed orwentmissing, therewas no
looking back for the Rajapaksas. Led by the
brothers,SriLankaembarkedonamilitarisa-
tionoftheSinahalese-Buddhistmajority.That
wasalsowhenMahinda inducted twoscore
andmorefamilymembersintovariousposi-
tions. There was large-scale corruption.
Journalistsbegantofearfortheirlivesafterthe
killing of Sunday Leader editor Lasantha
Wickrematunge.
Thatwas alsowhen theRajapaksas em-

bracedChina—Beijinghadbeenafriendfrom
thedays of Sirimavo— for ahuge infrastruc-
turepush.TheHambantotaportwasinaugu-
rated in2011, the countrywas connectedby
newChinesebuiltexpressways, and, in2014,
aChinesesubmarinestoppedoveratColombo

port,settingalarmbellsringinginNewDelhi.
India’sinsistenceonapoliticalsolutionfor

theTamils got little traction inColombo, and
theDMK'spresenceintheUPAmeantthethen
government took anunfriendly stand at the
UNHumanRights Council.WhenMahinda
wasdefeatedinthe2015presidentialelections,
hewouldblameitonIndia’sR&AW.Hisbidto
becomePMfailedwhenthefracturedSLFPlost
theparliamentaryelection.

The comeback&now
Mahindabeganhiscomebackwith local

elections in 2018. President Mathripala
Sirisena, fearfulofMahinda’s return, sacked
PMRanilWickremesinghe and appointed
his old boss Mahinda as PM. The new
arrangement did not last, but
Wickremesinghe stepped down a few
months after being reinstated. Mahinda
formedacaretakergovernment.
Gotabayawonthe2019presidentialelec-

tion hands down.Mahindawon the parlia-
mentary election inmid-2020with a two-
thirdsmajority.Buttheirgovernmentfailedto
anticipate the severity of the crisis. Fromthe
heightsofpopularity,theRajapaksasarenow
staringatthenadirof theirpoliticalcareers.
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KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,APRIL5

EVENAFTER an around Rs 9.2-
per-litrehike inpetrol anddiesel
pricesoverthepast15days,costs
areexpected to rise further asoil
marketingcompanies(OMCs)re-
viseratesinlinewithrisingcrude
oilprices.

Expectedriseinprices
Experts have said the retail

pricesofpetrolanddieselneedto
behikedbyRs0.52-0.6 for every
$1 per barrel rise in the price of
crude oil for OMCs tomaintain
normalmarketingmarginsonthe
sale of auto fuels. Brenthas risen
by about $28 per barrel since
November 4 to around$108per
barrel(asof9:26amET), indicat-
ing that fuelprices couldsee fur-
ther hikes of Rs 5.5-7.8 per litre
eachonpetrolanddieselatBrent’s

currentprice.
“Forevery$1increaseincrude

oil prices at current tax rates, the
retail price of petrol and diesel
shouldincreaseby60paise,”said
PrashantVasisht,vicepresident&
co-groupheadatIcra.
The Centre may, however,

choose to cut exciseduties to re-
duce the impact of higher crude
pricesonconsumers.DespiteaRs
5-per-litre cut in excise duty on
petrol andaRs10per litre in ex-
cise duty ondiesel inNovember
2021, Central taxes arehigherby
Rs8perlitreonpetrolandRs6per
litre ondiesel, compared topre-
pandemiclevels.
Central and state taxes, cur-

rently, account for about 43 per
centoftheretailpriceofpetroland
about 37 per cent of the pump
priceofdiesel inDelhi.
OMCsalsohikedLPGpriceby

Rs50lastweek,takingitspriceto
Rs949per14.2kgcylinder inthe
capital. Analysts said OMCs are
stillmakinglossesonLPGsalesat
currentpricelevelsduetothehigh
crudecosts.

Suddenrise
OMCshadheld the prices of

petrolanddieselconstantforape-

riod of 137 days, starting
November4,aftertheCentrean-
nouncedanexcisedutycutofRs5
perlitreonpetrolandacutofRs10
perlitreondiesel.
Theentireimpactoftherisein

internationalcrudepricesduring
the period is being passed onto
consumers now as OMCs have
restartedpricerevisions.Theprice
ofpetrolhasrisentoRs104.6per
litre and that of diesel has in-
creasedtoRs95.9intheCapitalaf-
ter13pricehikesin15days.
Ordinarily, the prices of

petrol and diesel are revised
daily,inlinewitha15-dayrolling
average of benchmark interna-
tionalpricesofpetroleumprod-
ucts.TheRussia-Ukraineconflict
andattacksonoil andgas infra-
structure in Saudi Arabia have
ledtofurtherconcernsaboutpo-
tential disruptions in crude oil
supplieswhichhavepushedup
crudeoilprices.

`0.52-0.6RISELIKELYFOREVERY$1/BBLJUMPINCRUDE:EXPERTS

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,APRIL5

THEEXITof Shopee—oneof
thefastestgrowingsocialcom-
merce platforms in India—
from the market is being
viewedby its rivals as anop-
portunity to growprofitably.
Softbank-backedMeesho is
learnttohavetolditsemploy-
eesthatit isaimingtoachieve
profitabilitybyDecember,asit
expects a positive cash flow
anduniteconomics.
Duringacallwithemploy-

eeslastFriday,Meesho’sman-
agement is learnt tohavetold
staff that “the recent exit of
Shopee fromthemarket can
be attributed to the current
tightening environment and
givesusmore space.” Shopee
exited India late lastmonth,
less than sixmonths after it
launchedinthecountry,citing
“globalmarketuncertainties”.
According toa source, the

companyhastolditsemploy-
ees that going forward, it
wouldhave “relentless focus
onmonetisation”anddiscover
newerwaysto increasemon-
etisation. The companywill
also prioritise improving its
capitalconsumption.
AccordingtoMeesho’san-

nual financial statements, its
expenseson IT servicesmore
thandoubledinFY21toRs89
crore from Rs 37.8 crore in
FY20. In the same fiscal, the
startupalsowroteoff loans it
hadgiventovendorsandsup-
pliers worth Rs 7 crore.
Meesho’s lossesballoonedby
morethan60percenttoclose
toRs 500 crore in FY21 from
Rs307croreinFY20.
TheIndianExpresshadear-

lier reported that Meesho,
whichhastypicallysofarsold
unbrandedgoods,waslooking
to partner smaller brands to
start offering brandedprod-
uctsonitsplatform.Thecom-
panyhasalso shifted its focus
awayfromitsinitialresellerled
modelandhasdoubleddown
on selling directly to con-
sumers, pitting it directly

against companies like
Amazon and Flipkart. It is
learnt thatmore than60per
cent of the firm’s transacting
customersnowcomefromits
directsellingbusiness.
As the company looks for

newer streamsofmonetisa-
tion,oneofthewaysthecom-
pany is looking to reduce its
cashburnisbyreducinginter-
nal costs.Meesho is learnt to
haveaskedallitsemployeesto
practise financial prudence
while using the firm’s re-
sources. “Meesho has also
askedemployees tooptimise
existingcostsbyrevisitingne-
gotiationswith vendors and
findingareasof underutilisa-
tion,”anothersourcesaid.
Meeshodidnotrespondto

adetailedquestionnaireuntil
publication. Flipkart’s social
commerce platformShopsy
alsodidnotrespondtoaquery
askinghow itwas looking at
theexitofShopeefromIndia
Meeshoisfinalisingaloca-

tionandbuildingacompliance
frameworkforitspublicoffer-
ingplanned in the firsthalf of
2023,asTheIndianExpresshad
earlierreported.TheFacebook
andSoftbank-backed firm is
contemplatingchoosingfrom
either apublic listing in India
oraSPAC-listingintheUS.

SECTORWATCH
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REUTERS
BRUSSELS,APRIL5

MAJORONLINEplatforms face a
yearlyfeeupto0.1percentofan-
nualnetincometocoverthecosts
ofmonitoring compliancewith
newEuropeanUnionrulesrequir-
ingthemtodomoretopolicetheir
content,anEUdocumentshows.
TheDigitalServicesAct (DSA)

rules are likely to be agreed be-
tweenEUcountriesandlawmak-
erslaterthismonth.Levyingsuch
a fee would be a first for the

EuropeanCommission,which is
thebloc'sexecutivebody.
"Theoverallamountofthean-

nual supervisory fees shall be
basedon theestimatedcosts the

Commission incurs in relation to
its supervisory tasks under this
Regulation,"thedocument,which
wasseenbyReuters,said.
Thefeeshouldbeproportion-

atetothesizeof theserviceasre-
flectedbythenumberofitsrecip-
ientsintheEU,itadded.
EUantitrust chiefMargrethe

Vestager told lawmakers and
memberstateslastmonththatthe
feecouldraisebetween20million
euros($22million)and30million
eurosannually,sourcesaid.
The Commission did not re-

spondtoarequestforcomment.

REUTERS
NEWYORK,APRIL5

THE US stopped the Russian
government on Monday from
paying holders of its sovereign
debt more than $600 million
fromreservesheld atUSbanks,
in a movemeant to ratchet up
pressure on Moscow and eat
into itsholdingsof dollars.
Undersanctionsputinplace

afterRussia invadedUkraineon
Feb. 24, foreign currency re-
serves held by theRussian cen-
tralbankatUSfinancial institu-
tions were frozen. But the

TreasuryDepartmenthadbeen
allowing the Russian govern-
menttousethosefundstomake

couponpaymentsondollar-de-
nominated sovereign debt on a
case-by-casebasis.

OnMonday, as the largestof
thepaymentscamedue, includ-
ing a $552.4 million principal
payment on a ma-
turing bond, the US
governmentdecided
to cut off Moscow’s
access to the frozen
funds,accordingtoa
US Treasury spoke-
sperson.
An $84 million

coupon payment
was also due on
Monday on a 2042 sovereign
dollar bond.
The move was meant to

forceMoscowtomakethediffi-

cult decision of whether it
wouldusedollars that ithasac-
cess to forpaymentson itsdebt

or for other pur-
poses, including
supporting itswar
effort.
The move was

meant to force
Moscow to make
the difficult deci-
sion of whether it
would use dollars
thatithasaccessto

for payments on its debt or for
other purposes, including sup-
porting its war effort, the
spokespersonsaid.

`9.2rise in15days:Moreauto
fuelprice ‘hikes’onthecards

Petrolpump,Kolkata.OMCs
arerevisingrates in line
withrisingcrudeprices. File

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,APRIL5

METAHASagreed to completely
implement 34 of the 45 recom-
mendationsmadeby independ-
ent organisation Business for
Social Responsibility (BSR) as a
part of itsHumanRights Impact
Assessment(HRIA)reportonend-
to-endencryption inmessaging
andsocialmediaplatforms.
Responding to the report in

whichBSRhasmade45 sugges-
tions suchasprovidingusers the
option to report problems in a
moreconsistent,cohesiveandac-
cessibleway,ensuringthat these
featuresareeasytofind,Metasaid
thatwhile34werebeingaccepted
by the company, itwouldpartly
implement four,while assessing
thefeasibilityofanothersix.

Meta said it would not take
anyactionfornowononerecom-
mendationunderwhichBSRhad
recommendedthatthecompany
continue to evaluate client-side
scanning as an approach to ad-
dressthepresenceofchildsexual
abusematerialonitsplatforms.
BSR suggested that Meta

continue to look for ways in
which it can scan for child sex-
ual abusematerial amongmes-
sages transmitted on its plat-
forms without breaking the

end-to-endencryption.
BSRsaidwhileend-to-enden-

cryptionwas the onlyway to “
trulyprotect theprivacyof com-
munications” and that it should
notbebannedorweakenedinany
manner, itmust not restrict the
rightsof children tobeprotected
fromchild sexual abuse content
which is present on the various
platforms.Initsresponseonwhy
Metawouldtakenoactiononthe
issue,thecompanysaidanyform
of client-side scanning ofmes-
sageswithout consent and con-
troloftheuserorsenderwas“fun-
damentally incompatible”with
an end-to-end encryptionmes-
sagingservice.
“Thiswouldbe the case even

with theoretical approaches that
couldmaintain‘cryptographicin-
tegrity’ such as via a technology
likehomomorphic encryption—

which theHRIArightlynotes is a
nascent technologywhose feasi-
bilityinthiscontextisstillspecu-
lative,”Metasaidinitsresponse.
Thehumanrights impactas-

sessment of extending end-to-
endencryptionacrossallMeta’s
messagingserviceswascommis-
sioned by the company in
October 2019. The objective of
thereportwastoidentifyandpri-
oritise the potential impact of
end-to-end encryption plan of
Meta on human rights, and the
possible risksandopportunities
associatedwith it.
BSR was also asked to rec-

ommend an action plan that
wouldminimise the risks, and
buildMetastaff capacitytohelp
ensure that the end-to-end en-
cryptionwas implemented in a
manner that was consistent
withhumanrights.

End-to-end encryption: Meta says
will step up transparency, screening

■Duringacallwith
employeeslast
Friday,Meesho’s
managementis
learnttohavetold
employeesthat“the
recentexitofShopee
fromthemarketcan
beattributedtothe
currenttightening
environment...”
■Asperasource,the
companyhastoldits
employeesthatgoing
forward,itwould
have“relentlessfocus
onmonetisation”
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THE SUGGESTIONS

StateEmergencyServicememberscollectordnanceafter
Russia’swithdrawalinBucha,Ukraine.Reuters

US stops Russian bond payments, raising default risk
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London: Britain has un-
veiled plans to regulate
some cryptocurrencies as
partofabroaderplantobe-
come a global hub for digi-
talpayments.AP

UK crypto rules

‘PVRETAILSALES
DIP4.8%INMAR’
Domesticpassenger
vehicleretailsalesin
Marchfellby4.87%to
2,71,358units,compared
tothesamemonthlast
year,saidFADA

March2021:PVsalesat
2,85,240units
Semiconductor
availabilityachallenge,
whilepassenger vehicles
continue toseehigh
demandand longwaiting
periods
Commercial vehicle
saleswereup14.91per
cent to77,938units, as
compared to67,828
units inMarch last year,
saidFederationof
AutomobileDealers
Associations

Source: FADA/PTI
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ADAYafterdeclaringthathehad
picked9.2percentstakeinTwit-
ter, SpaceXandTesla co-founder
ElonMuskwas on Tuesday ap-
pointedtotheboardof thesocial
media company. The purchase
comesonlydays afterMuskhad
saidonTwitter thathewas “giv-
ingseriousthought”tobuildinga
newsocialmediaplatform.

Whatdoesthestakebuymean
forMusk&hisplansforanew
socialmediaplatform?
The9.2 per cent stakeworth

closeto$3billionmadeMuskthe
biggest shareholder in
Twitter, ahead of
VanguardGroupwith
8.8 per cent stake,
Morgan Stanley with
8.4 per cent and far
aheadofthecompany’s
co-founderJackDorsey
with2.2percentstake.
Musk’sstakeandaboardseat

onTwitterisalsolikelytogivehim
morefreedomtoproposetweaks
and changes to theplatform. For
example,onMarch25,nearlyten
daysafterhehadalreadybought
the$3-billionworth stake,Musk

first tweetedoutapollaskinghis
followersifTwitterrigorouslyad-

hered to theprinciples
offreespeech,whichhe
saidwas essential to a
functioningdemocracy.
Hehad thenhinted

peopleshould“votecar-
efully”asthe“consequ-
encesof thepoll”could

beimportant.Aftermorethan70
percentof thevoters in thepolls
saidthattheydidnotbelievethat
Twitter was rigorously imple-
menting the principles of free
speech,onMarch26,Muskagain
tweetedout toTwitter seekinga
solution as the platformwhich

“serves as the de-facto public
townsquare”hadfailedtoadhere
tofreespeechprincipleswhichin
turnundermineddemocracy.
Inasubsequenttweet,healso

askedhis followers if anewplat-
formwasneeded.OnTuesday, a
dayafterthe9.2percentstakebuy
wasrevealed,Muskagainsentout
a poll for his followers, asking
them to vote onwhether they
neededaneditbuttononTwitter.
Twitter’s newly appointed

CEOParagAgrawalrepliedtothe
tweetaskingpeopletovotecare-
fully as the consequences of the
pollwouldbeimportant.Later in
theday,heannouncedMusk’sap-
pointmenttoTwitter’sboard.

Whatdoesthestakebuymean
forTwitterasasocialmedia
platform?
For Twitter, the stake buy

comesat a timewhen its annual
revenue, as of December 2021,
stoodat$5billionandhastargeted
achieving$7.5millioninrevenues
by2023.WithMuskformallybe-
ingappointedon itsboardas the
largest shareholder, it could give
Twittermore financialmuscle to
take on competition fromother
platforms such as Facebook and
Instagram. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

BRIEFLY
‘Sebichiefmeet’
NewDelhi:SebiChairperson
MadhabiPuriBuchonTues-
dayappearedbeforethePa-
rliamentaryStandingCom-
mittee on Finance andwas
questionedontheNSEissue,
Saharacaseandshareoffers
ofPaytmandBabaRamdev-
led Patanjali group's Ruchi
Soya,sourcessaid.

NoCCyBfornow
Mumbai:TheReserveBank
ofIndia(RBI)saidTuesdayit
has decidednot to activate
the countercyclical capital
buffer(CCyB)atthispointin
timeasit isnotrequired.

Charginginfra
NewDelhi: Jio-bp—thefuel
retailingjointventureofRel-
iance Industries andBritish
energy giant BP — along
with TVSMotor Company
will set uppublic charging
infrastructureforelectric2-
wheelersand3-wheelers.

SBICardsstake
NewDelhi:US PE fund CA
Rover Holdings, part of
CarlyleGroup,offloaded2.6
croresharesofSBICardsand
Payment Services Ltd for a
over `2,229 crore via open
markettransaction. PTI

ProjectKuiper
Bengaluru:Amazon.comInc
saidithassecured83rocket
launches over five years to
put togetherasatellitecon-
stellation, called Project
Kuiper, tobeambroadband
internet. REUTERS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL5

AHEADOFthemegapublicoffer
ofLIC,theSecuritiesandExchange
BoardofIndia(Sebi)hasincreased
thesizeofbidsthatretailinvestors
cansubmit inaninitialpublicof-
fer (IPO)usingUnifiedPayments
Interface(UPI).Inacircularissued
Tuesday,Sebiraisedthelimitfrom
thecurrentRs2lakhtoRs5lakh.
Thegovernment’splantosell

about 31.6 crore shares, or 5 per
centstake,inLifeInsuranceCorp-
oration(LIC) isestimatedtofetch
it around Rs 60,000 crore. It is
pushing formaximumretail in-
vestorparticipationintheLICIPO.
TheNationalPaymentsCorp-

orationof India (NPCI)enhanced
the per transaction limit in UPI
fromRs2lakhtoRs5lakhforUPI-
basedApplication Supportedby
BlockedAmount(ASBA)inIPOs.
NPCI has reviewed the sys-

temic readiness required at vari-

ousintermediariestofacilitatethe
processingofapplicationswithin-
creasedUPI limit and confirmed
thatasonMarch30,morethan80
percentof SCSBs, sponsorbanks
andUPIappshaveconductedthe
system changes and have com-
pliedwiththeNPCIprovisions.

LICISSUE: EYEONBOOSTINGPARTICIPATION

As Musk joins Twitter board,
what changes can be expected?

Teslaco-founderElonMusk
isthebiggestshareholderin
Twitter,witha9.2%stakein
thecompany. Reutersfile

Retail investors can
bid up to `5 lakh for
IPOs using UPI: Sebi

Sebibuilding,Mumbai.The
marketsregulatorraisedthe
investmentlimitfrom`2
lakhearlier. File

`

‘Bank credit growth likely
to be at 8.9-10.2% in FY23’
Banks’ outlook is likely to be stable amid credit growth of
8.9-10.2% and fall in provisions this fiscal, Icra Ratings said

FY23OUTLOOKFORBANKS
tobestable,basedon
continued improvement in
earningsdrivenby:
■ Improvedcreditgrowthof
8.9-10.2%inFY23—8.3%
forFY22(expected)and5.5%
inFY21
■Decline increditprovisions

Depositgrowth likely toslowto
7.3-7.9%inFY23asagainst
8.3%estimated inFY22

Banks’ grossnon-performing
advances (GNPAs) likely to
decline to5.6-5.7%by
March, 2023asagainst an
estimate of6.2-6.3%by
March, 2022

Source: IcraRatings/PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL5

THEMONETARYPolicyCommit-
tee (MPC)of theReserveBankof
India(RBI),whichbeginsitsthree-
daymeeting onWednesday, is
likelytokeepthemainpolicyrates
unchangedinthefirstbi-monthly
policyreviewthisfiscal.
AnalystssaidtheMPCislikely

torevisethegrowthandinflation
forecastsinthewakeoftherisein
crudeoil and commodityprices.
Inthepreviouspolicymeetingon
February10,theRBIkepttherepo
rate—therateatwhichitlendsto
banks—unchangedforthetenth
timeinarowat4percent.Thebig
questioniswhetherornottheRBI
will change its accommodative
policy.TheUSFederalReservehad
raisedinterestrateslastmonthto
tacklehighinflation.
“We expect the RBIMPC to

stayonholdonallratesonApril8
while retaining their accom-
modativestance.Wethenseethe
MPC turning neutral in June
alongsideraisingreversereporate
by40bps,normalisingthepolicy
corridor.Thereafter,asfavourable
baseeffectsfadeandCPIinflation
rises further,weseetheRBIMPC
deliveringtheirfirstreporatehike
of 25bps inAugust,” said aBank
ofAmericaSecuritiesreport.
The RBI projected real (ad-

justedforinflation)grossdomes-
ticproduct(GDP)growthprojec-
tionat7.8percentforFY23inthe
previous policy. Retail inflation
wasat6.07percentinFebruary.
“Webelieve that theRBImay

maintain the status quoas far as

rate actions are concerned.
However, itmaytrytogivesome
solution for generating demand
forthehigher-than-expectedbor-
rowingscheduledforFY23,”said
PrashantPimple,MD&CIO-debt,
JMFinancialAssetManagement.
“TheRBIwouldmostprobablyre-
vise theGDPestimates loweron
thecurrentdisruptionsandraise
theinflationforecast,”hesaid.
With theRussia-Ukrainewar

continuing,commoditypricesre-
mainelevated.Globalmarketsare
analysing the impact of this on
global inflation and trajectory of
growth. “The rise in Covid-19
casesinChinahaveposedanother
downsiderisktoeconomicrecov-
ery.Onthedomestic front,Rs6.4
perlitreriseinretailfuelpricesthis
monthaddedtoinflationburden
onconsumers.Weexpect RBI to
take note of this and consider
changing its accommodative
stanceintheupcomingmeeting,”
saidaBankofBarodareport.
AnalystsalsoexpecttheRBIto

announcemeasures to ensure
non-disruptiveexecutionofgov-
ernmentborrowingprogramme.

MPC meet: Analysts
bet on rate retention,
revision of forecasts

TheReserveBankofIndia’s
MonetaryPolicyCommittee
willbeginitsthree-daymeet
onWednesday. File

‘EU Commission plans big online
firms to pay 0.1% supervisory fee’

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4707

ACROSS
1 Awell-producedfilm(5)
8 Manystarsappear thesamein
mysystem(5,3)

9 Causeof cracks thatcanbring
downthehouse (5)

10 Armscanendorcause trouble
(8)

11 Made intobreadbyaWestern
race? (5)

12 Anoldagreement (3)
16 Mountainretreatneeds
freezer for fish (6)

17 Itmaybepointedout in the
desert (6)

18 Takethechair (3)
23 Pebble-strewnwayroundNew
York(5)

24 Thetakings topassonto
somebodyelse? (8)

25 Girlputs lad in turmoil (5)
26 Diana’sbloomerwill result in
catastrophe(8)

27 Hewon’tmindhisown
business (5)

DOWN
2 Nooseofferingescape?(8)
3 Anumberclaimit is
changeable like theweather
(8)

4 Gothroughanewrecipe
(6)

5 Thisclue’sa real stinker!
(5)

6 Kindofmusicpopularwith
children?(5)

7 Wroteonamovingcarriage
(5)

12 Noalternative (3)
13 Wildcatexploit (3)
14 Scornful littleCatherineenters
toraisehervoice (8)

15 Highnoisecoming fromthe
radio? (6,2)

19 Theevergreentrees thatbaffle
exiles (6)

20 Keyduetcomposition (5)
21 Getoverbeingangry (5)
22 Sillycreaturegoesaround
hungry (5)

ARIES (Mar21-Apr20)
TheSun isnow
urgingyou to takea
deeperandmore
thoughtful

perspectiveoncurrent
developments. Itwouldseem
likely thatbefore theweek is
outyouwill havedecidedupon
asuddenchangeof plan.But,
then, that’s youall over, isn't it?
You’ll probablymakeanother
changenextweek.

TAURUS(Apr21 -May21)
There is toomuchat
stakenowforyou to
risk losingyourhead
orgivingupona

majorobjective. Pressahead
withyourpresentpathand
don't allowpurely temporary
delays toobstructyour
progress. Even if you take two
stepsback, you'll soonbe
taking three steps forward.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Seeingas this is such
a lively timeof year,
whydon't you
indulgeyour

instincts andget away fora
while?Even if nothing is
planned, youcanbesure thata
changeof scenewill bedeeply
stimulatingandhighly
enjoyable. There's still time for
a sentimental journey.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Youmustexpect to
be thecentreof
attentionover the
next fortnight, not so

muchbecauseof theSun's
influence inyour signas for the
simple reason thatpartners,
symbolisedby theplanet
Uranus, are inspiringyou to
newandamazingheights
of achievement.

LEO(July24 -Aug23)
There isnow
nothing toholdyou
back. Evenatwork,
whereyoumightbe

more thanusually consciousof
delaysandobstacles, youmay
getaroundanyproblemwitha
little imaginationand
sensitivity. It’s all amatterof
explainingyour feelingswith
anunderstandingof partners’
needsanddesires.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Inmanyways, it is
possible foryou to
becomea lawunto
yourself.Notabad

thing, youmight think.Yet
thereare timeswhenyou
should listencarefully to the
wishesof peoplearoundyou
who, itmustbesaid, aremore
experienced:youstill havea
greatdeal to learn.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
For thenextmonth
youmustput
additional effort into
yourprofessional

goals, or intoanyactivitywhich
holdsout thepromiseof
enhancedrespect and
prestige inyourcommunity.
Withina fewdays, youmaybe
forced todepart from
previouspractice.

SCORPIO(Oct24 -Nov22)
Youmaybesure that
whateverbegins
nowwill notbe
completeduntil

nextmonth.Certain important
developmentswon’t even
cometoyourattentionuntil
after severaldayshave
passed, sodon’t judge the
far-distant futurebywhat
happens today.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov23-Dec22)
Amongst thenew
developments in
your life thisweek is
an increasingdesire

foradventure. Iwouldstrongly
advise thatyousetother
considerationsaside inorder to
allowtime fora journeyof
exploration.Butwill yoube
embarkingonavoyageof the
body,or the spirit?This is your
choice.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Social successand
emotional
happinessarevery
muchquestionsof

adopting the rightattitude. If
youareopenandready to
acceptpartnerson theirown
terms, theywill respondwith
loveandgenerosity.A legalor
bureaucraticmattermaybe left
hanging in theair, though.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
Youprobably feel
thatyou’reabout
due for some
recognition forall

thehoursof effort you’veput
in, oftenwith littleorno
thanks. It’s about timepeople
ingeneralpaidyoumore
attentionand tookbetter
noticeof your finequalities.
You’re likeadelicate flowerand
youneed tobecared for.

PISCES (Feb20-Mar20)
Believe it ornot, you
are still ina
privilegedposition
andwill be saved

fromsomeof the troubles
besettingotherpeople.Yetnow
youmust reflectonyour long-
termambitionsandask if these
are really right foryou.You’ll
benefit frombouncing ideasoff
anold friend.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Happyorunhappy,familiesareall____-GloriaSteinem(10)

SOLUTION:FORCE,SUSHI,TUFTED,PRIMLY
Answer:Happyorunhappy,familiesareallmysterious-GloriaSteinem

CFEOR DEFTTU

HUISS ILPRMY

SolutionsCrossword4706:Across: 1Billetdoux,6Scar,10Anvil,11Badsecond,12
Brunette,13Garbo,15Armband,17Setsail,19Denotes,21Amnesty,22Dwell,24
Headrest,27Testpilot,28Leave,29Silt,30Eradicates.Down:1Beam,2Liveryman,
3Ellen,4Debited,5Undress,7Choir,8Radioplays,9Heighten,14Candidates,16
Antelope,18Assistant,20Scholar,21Adapted,23Easel,25Relic,26Seas.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEWDELHI, APRIL5

THE BCCI might have been blamed in the
pastforthelackof focusonwomen'scricket
and theycertainlyneed towalk the talkbut
the problem goes beyond them. India can
blame themisfortune of a no-ball against
South Africa for their ouster, but they also
contributed to theirowndownfall.
Archaic batting templates, worrying

numberofdotballs, frequentchangesinthe
playingXI,lackofathleticismandsomeunin-
spiringcaptaincymeantlastedition’s losing
finalists failed toqualify for thesemis.

Old template
Top teams like Australia, England and

South Africa havemoved on from the out-
dated approach towhite ball cricket. India
have stepped on to that path, but aremov-
ing tooslowly.
SampletheirchaseagainstNewZealand,

whoseta261-runtarget. Indiaplayedout85
dot balls in the first 20 overs; all in all, they
remainedmute for153balls.Not that this is
justaWorld-Cupaberration. Last June, they
played out 181 dot balls in a game against
England.Thealarmbellswereringingbut it
appearsnoonewas listening.
Former captain Anjum Chopra reckons

India lacks theammunitionandtheexpert-
ise in strike rotations. “Top teams have cer-
tainlymoved on regarding big-hitting and
strike rotations. In the case of India,my an-
swerwill bebothYesandNo.
“Yes,becausewearestilltryingtogetinto

that template,wherewecanscore280plus
consistentlyorchasedownbigtotals.Weare
still trying to figure out and be consistent
aboutreachingthesescoreswhetherbatting
or chasing,” AnjumChopra told The Indian
Express.
“No,because strike rotationandbig-hit-

ting has been the challenge formany years
for India now. Big-hitting has slightly im-
proved,butthatpower-hittinginthelastfive
and seven overs is still missing. I guess we
arestillmovingslowlyandsteadily towards
the brand of cricket,” she added of the gla-
cialpaceof upgrading.

Dot-ball problem
India’sbiggestnemesisattheWorldCup

was their sluggish approach. Overall, they
played1054dot balls in the sevenmatches.
In other words, they played almost three
ODIswithoutscoringasinglerun.Australia,
themostdominatingsideofthetournament,
consumed959dot balls in the round-robin
league, 95 fewer than India. Interestingly,
when it comes topower-hitting, India leads
the six-hitting chart. Their batters struck15

sixes, themostinthetournament.Butother
scoringshotswere foundwanting.
Anjum,whowasthecommentatoratthe

WorldCup, feels that Indianbattersneed to
update their skills.
“Theapproachisstraightforward.Reduce

the dot ball percentage. The Indian team
playsa lotofdotballs,andthere is toomuch
reliance on dead defence shots. I guess the
fewaspectsonwhichTeamIndiamustwork
arerotationofstrike,playingwithsofthands,
improving the running between thewick-
ets,droppingtheball,andrunningforaquick
single. These skills have to bepracticed and
learnedvery seriously. The Indian teamhas
strokeplayers, but they cannot rotate strike
atwill,” saidAnjum.

Lack of athleticism
India’s ground fielding throughout the

eventwasfarfromimpressive.Theyfumbled
anddroppedregulationchances.Therewas
roomfor improvement inrunningbetween
thewickettoo.Seniorbatterswerestruggling
to run twos and threes. Shafali Verma's run
outinthecrucialmatchagainstSouthAfrica
highlighted theproblem.
“TheIndianteamisobviouslyworkingon

thefitnessaspect. It isnotthattheyareunfit
players, but fitness and fielding are some-
thing you can alwayswork on. Even if you
aresuperfitandagunfielder,there’salways
ascopeforimprovement,sky'sthelimit,and

there is no benchmark. Every player has to
improveindividually,andtheresultswillbe
out thereat thepark,” saidAnjum.

Case of Jemimah, Pandey
Theomissionof JemimahRodriguesand

pacerShikhaPandeyfromtheWorldCuphas
raisedeyebrows.Buttheywereignoreddue
to their lackof form. Jemimah lostherplace
intheODIsideafterapoorruninEnglandin
July,andwhileherstellarperformanceinthe
Hundredhelpedhermakeacomebackinthe
shortest format, it wasn’t enough to book a
placeat theWorldCup.
“I feel Jemishouldhavebeenhereevenif

not in15, then in18forsure,buthavingsaid
that, I don’t think shewould have found a
placeintheplayingeleven.YastikaBhatiaab-
solutelygrabbedtheopportunitywhilebat-
ting at 3. Same goes for Shikha. Shewould
have been definitely a good addition if she
hadbeeninthebestform,bowlingalongside
JhulanGoswami.Youneverknow,theexpe-
rience of Jhulan, whichwasmissing in the
tournament andmaybe the experience of
Shikhacouldhavecomein.But for that,you
have to dropMeghna Singh, who has done
wellinthelastfive-sevenmonths,”shesaid.
On Poonam Yadav’s lack of game time,

Anjum said: “The Indian teamwas happy
with the three regular spinners (SnehRana,
Deepti SharmaandRajeshwariGayakwad),
and for PoonamYadav to come in, theyhad

to drop a bowler or an all-rounder, but that
wouldhavechanged India’sbalance.”

Dropping Shafali
Before the tournament, Indian captain

MithaliRajwasallpraiseforVerma.Although
the flamboyant batterwas going through a
leanrun,sheissomeonewhocanchangethe
courseof thegame.Shafaliwasdroppedfor
three straight games after her failure in the
openingmatchagainstPakistan.Sheshowed
a glimpse of her excellence against South
Africa and how she toyed with Shabnim
Ismail, the tournament’s fastestbowler.
“Dropping Shafali Verma after the first

matchwas absolutely not justified. It was a
high-pressuregameforayoungstercoming
in and playing her firstWorld Cup. You can
expectafalseshotcomingfromaplayerbut
dropping Shafali and not backing her
throughout the World Cup sends out a
wrong signal. If teammanagement is drop-
ping any player, it gives you the signal that
you are out of formand the team is looking
beyondyou,” saysAnjum.

Not usingHarman’s bowling
Harmanpreetscored318runsinthetour-

nament andwas the second-highest run-
getterforIndiaafteropenerMandhana(327
runs).Butsurprisingly, shedidn’tbowluntil
the lastgameagainstSouthAfrica.
The India vice-captain provided India

with themuch-needed breakthroughwith
thewicketof thetournament’s leadingrun-
scorer Laura Wolvaardt, and later she
trappedSouthAfricanskipperSuneLuus.
“Harmanpreetnotbowlingwasanother

mystery.Whywas Harmanpreet not used
throughout the tournament? Even against
SouthAfrica,whenalltheresourceswereex-
hausted then, shewas thrown the ball, and
there again, she bowled eight overs. I wish
she could have bowled her full quota,”
lamentedAnjum.

The coach conundrum
Ithasbeenmusicalchairswhenitcomes

to the coaches. Four coaches have been
changed in thepast fiveyears.
Tushar Arothe, who led the team to the

final in the 2017World Cup, stepped down
ayearlater,fivemonthspriortotheWomen’s
WorldT20.Oneofthereasonsforthealleged
discordwasArothe’s trainingmethods.
BCCI received complaints from senior

players,especiallyT20skipperHarmanpreet
Kaur, abouthis trainingmethods.
Ramesh Powar, the current coach of the

Indian women’s team, replaced Arothe in
August2018.Afewmonthslater,Powarwas
sacked from the same position following a
falloutwithMithali.
Inturn,Mithalihadthenaccusedthefor-

mer India cricketer of bias after the
Harmanpreet-ledT20teamdroppedthevet-
eranbatter for theall-importantWorldCup
semi-final againstEngland.
In December 2018, former India opener

W V Raman was appointed head coach.
Duringhisstint, Indiafinishedrunners-upat
theT20WorldCup in2020.
InMay2021, in a surprisingmoveas the

teamseeminglydidwellunderhim,Raman
was not retained as the head coach of the
seniorwomen’steambytheCricketAdvisory
Committee (CAC), which picked Ramesh
Powar for the job.

Going forward
TheWorldCupexitmaybeabitterpill to

swallow, and theremightbe changes in the
coaching staff with the T20 World Cup
scheduled tobeplayed in SouthAfricanext
year from February 9 to 26. Awomen’s IPL
fromnextyearisapossibility,anditcanlead
toa radical shift inwomen’s cricket.
However, Anjum sees it differently. For

her,thepresentshouldbesortedfirstbefore
thinkingaboutthefuture.“Thepresentisab-
solutely essential. There is a T20WorldCup
scheduled to be played next year; I am ea-
gerlylookingtoseehowthisIndianteamwill
go forward with new support staff and
coaches coming in,” she signed off. If the
present is neglected,what hope lies for the
future?

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
POTCHEFSTROOM,APRIL5

MUMTAZ KHAN scored a hat-trick as the
Indian women's hockey team thrashed a
lowlyMalaysia 4-0 to end its pool engage-
ments with an unbeaten record in the FIH
JuniorWorldCuphereonTuesday.
Alreadyassuredof aquarter-finalberth

before Tuesday's tie, India scored four field
goals _ three byMumtaz (10th, 26th, 59th
minutes)andonebySangitaKumari (11th).
India,thus,finishedontopofPoolDwith

maximumninepointsfromthreewinsoutof
asmanymatches.
TheIndianhadearlierdefeatedWales5-

1 before getting the better of formidable
Germany2-1 in their first twopoolgames.
Their confidence on a different level af-

ter ensuring a knock-out berth, the Indians
completelydominatedtheproceedingsand
createdaflurryofchancesfromthewordgo.

Theireffortsbore
fruit in the 10th
minutewhenanop-
portunist Mumtaz
scored from close
range after the ball
fell before her sticks
after ricocheting
fromaMalaysiande-
fender.
India doubled

their lead aminute
later when Sangita
coolly deflected

home from a Lalrindiki cross. They contin-
ued to press hard and secured two penalty
corners inquick successionbutboth theef-
forts went in vain. In the 26th minute,
Mumtaz struck again tohandher teama3-
0 leadathalf time.
The Indians secureda fewmorepenalty

corners in the third quarter but they lacked
in final execution.
With10minutestogo,Malaysiasecured

twopenaltycornersbutIndia'ssecondgoal-
keeper Khusboo came up with excellent
savestodenyanyinroadstotheiropponents.
India earned their seventh penalty cor-

nersoonbutthistimeMalaysiangoalkeeper
ABMashitahmadeafinesavewithherstick.
Theyextendedtheir leadaminute fromthe
finalhooterthroughMumtaz,whodeflected
homeaBeautyDungDung'spass. Indiawill
nowfaceSouthKoreainthequarterfinalson
Friday.

Pro League: Rani returns
Star striker Rani Rampal on Tuesday re-

turnedtothenationalsideafteralengthyin-
jurylay-offasIndiaonTuesdaynameda22-
member women's hockey squad for the
upcoming FIH Pro League tie againstworld
no1Netherlands.

Archaicbatting template, frequentchoppingandchangingof theplayingXI,uninspringcaptaincy, musical chairof coachesand
lackof athleticism- aresomeof thereasonswhyIndia’s campaignended inheartbreakat theWomen’sWorldCup

Women’s cricket needs to press reset button

Indiacanblamethemisfortuneof ano-ball for theirouster,but theyalsocontributedtotheirowndownfall. File

Mumtaz scores
hat-trick, India
remain unbeaten

Finishingon
topof thepool
with3wins,
Indiawillnow
faceSouth
Korea inthe
quarterfinals
onFriday.

New Delhi



DineshKarthikcombineswithShahbazAhmedtohelpRCBchasedownatrickytotalagainstRR

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MUMBAI,APRIL5

DINESHKARTHIKclosedoutsuccessive tight
chases forRoyal ChallengersBangalore,with
an unbeaten 44 off 22 bringing up a four-
wicketwinafterJosButtlerhadfoughtthrough
on a slow, seaming pitch to take Rajasthan
Royalsto169.

RCBexploit stickypitch
After16overs,RRhadmanaged107for3.

A freshWankhedepitchexpected tobehard
andplentifulforbatsmenhadturnedouttobe
slowandtacky.Theballhadstuckintothesur-
facewhenpounded in on the ‘hard’ pulled-
backlengths.Therehadbeenswingandseam
foraconsiderableperiodwiththenewball.
LikeUmeshYadavatthesamegroundear-

lier,butonadifferenttrack,Englishleft-armer
DavidWilley exploited the conditionswell,
bowlingfouroversonthetrotfor1for29.
Immediately after a powerplay that

brought only 35, RCB put down Jos Buttler
twice andPadikkal once in the spaceof nine
deliveries.Itmadelittledifferencetothetempo
of the innings. Bats continued tobe swished
withouttiming,astheballneverseemedtoar-
riveoff thepitch.

Buttler breaks free finally
Headingintothelasttwoovers,Buttlerwas

on43off 40. As he’d say later during the in-
ningsbreak,“Itwasfrustrating,butsometimes
youhavetosuckitupandkeepgoing.” Itwas
hightimetogonow,andButtlerdid, sending
thenextfourlegaldeliverieshefacedoverthe
boundary. In an indication that conditions
were changing, the odd high full toss had
startedtoappear.ButButtlerhadfinallyseen
enoughtosendeventhebanged-inonesinto
thestands.
At the other end, ShimronHetmyer had

beengoingsohardaftertheballhehadended
up fivepitches awayon the farthest trackon
thesquareaftermusclingHasarangaoverex-
tra cover. He joined in the late party too as
MohammedSirajandAkashDeepconcededa
combined42inovers19and20.Buttlertook27
offhislastsevenballs.

DKshiftsmomentum
RCBhad lost theirwayafter apowerplay

of 48 for 0, courtesy the introduction of
YuzvendraChahal.Withthefieldersstarting
towipetheballnow,Chahaldeliveredaspell
of3-0-11-2.WhenRAshwincameonforhis
last over, RCB needed 82 in sevenwith half
thesidegone;DineshKarthikhadjustcome
in. Two straight sixes and a couple of swept
and reverse-swept fours followed from
Karthik, as 21 came off the over. Samson
broughtbackChahalforthe17th,butbythen,
Karthik and Shahbaz Ahmedhad taken the
seamersforrunstooandcouldaffordtoplay
the leg-spinnerout.
BRIEF SCORES: RR 169/3 in 20 overs

(Buttler70notout,Hetmyer42notout;Patel
1/18)losttoRCB173/6in19.1overs(Karthik44
notout,Ahmed45;Chahal2/15)by4wickets

Bangalore win battle Royal

DineshKarthikscored44off 23balls, includingsevenfoursandonesix,duringRCB’s runchaseonTuesday. PTI

SYNOPSIS:YuzvendraChahal’s2 for15
in vain for RR as Dinesh Karthik takes
RCBhome in another tense chase.

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, APRIL5

INTHEpast,wheneverhecrossedMarine
Drive,VasantMohite,a57-year-oldgrounds-
man at Mumbai's Wankhede Stadium,
wouldwonderwhatitwasliketostayinone
of theluxuryhotelsalongtheseasideprom-
enade. Itwasadreambeyondhismeans.
Butthis IPLseason,thatdreamhascome

true,with confectionery companyCadbury
deciding to provide five-star accommoda-
tiontorewardtheunsunggroundstaff.They
have also been given uniforms designed by
celebrity designerMasaba, food, and a bus
to ferry them from the hotel to the ground
andback.
"Amiracle," saysVasant.
He says therewerewhispers before the

startof theseasonthattheywouldbeputup
inafive-starhotel,buthedidn'tquitebelieve
it. "Then one day, MCA (Mumbai Cricket
Association)toldusthatCadburywouldtake
careofouraccommodation(fortheseason).
Theywouldgiveus clothes and food for the
next two months of IPL," recalls Vasant,
seated on a cushion with a view of the
ArabianSeahugging theMarineDrive.
Heremembershowdifferent,andoften

difficult, it was before. As the matches of-
ten end late -- their shifts endmuch later -
- theycouldn't returnhome.Sotheywould
spend the night in a small roombelow the
VittalDivechaStandat the stadium,where
mosquitoesmadesleepdifficult. "Machhar
kaat ke deemag kharab kar deta hai (mos-
quitoes would drive us mad). After the
match, we could not go anywhere as train
services were shut. So we would sleep in

our office at the ground itself. If there is no
game, we reach the stadium by 9 am and
leaveby6pm.Butonmatchdays,wecome
in early, and the MCA pays double if we
work late," saysVasant, clad inkhakishorts
and a crispwhite shirt.
Inhisnewroom, though,hehasadiffer-

ent set of concerns. Locating the switch for
the lampswasdifficult, he says. Somuchso
thathedoesn'tswitchonthelampsatall.He
getsgoodsleep,butthemattressisalittletoo
soft, hesays.
"Walkingtothedressingroomisdifferent

now.Wehaveourownbuswhichdropsus.
Wedon'thavewords... theonlythingwecan
say is thank you," says fellow groundsman
NitinMohite.
Often,thatisalltheygetfromtheplayers

too.A"thankyou".But that's all theywant.
Vasant recalls how former cricketer

Mohammed Kaifwalkedinandhuggedhim
twoyearsago."Under-19seyehihumlogon
ke seva karte tha (he has been helping us
since the U-19 days)," Kaif told his fellow
commentators, he says. Vasant was over-
joyed.
However, the new generation doesn't

share the samewarmth and seems busy in
theirownworld, saysVasant,whohasbeen
a dressing-room attendant duringmatch-
dayssincethe '90s,servingplayersandsup-
port staff, providing towels, soapsand ice.
He says he has been fortunate to have

watchedsomelegendaryplayersfromclose
quarters. From Sunil Gavaskar to Prithvi
Shaw,hisservicecutsacrossgenerations.He
hasseentheriseofSachinTendulkaraswell
as the riseand fall of VinodKambli.
Needlesstoadd,hehasaspecialfondness

for Mumbai players. "They have been the
best for me. They come and ask aboutmy
haal-chaal (well being). Kambli, Tendulkar,
AjitAgarkar--theyusedtomakesureInever
feltuncomfortableinsidethedressingroom.
I have seen how passionate Amol
Muzumdarwas about his game. Hewould
getupsetthemostwheneverhegotout,"he
says.
Butwhenheseesthatsomeoneisdisap-

pointed, Vasant quietly moves to another
room."Playersneedspace, Ihaveseenplay-
ers getting angry and getting happy. I have
seen how Tendulkar walked back crying.
Whenhewentandtouchedthepitchat the
end of his retirement game, I couldn't con-
trolmyself. For thenext twodays,myheart
was full,"he recalls.
ThisIPLseason,hisheartisfullonceagain.

ANDREWAMSAN
KOZHIKODE,APRIL5

FRUSTRATEDWITH nagging injuries, 2018
AsianGameschampionheptathleteSwapna
Barmanhadannouncedher retirement last
September.SincetheAsiantriumph,shetook
partintheheptathloncompetitionjustonce
until lastweek.Justwheneveryonethought
Swapna’scareerwasallbutover,shemadea
surprisereturnattheInter-Railwaychampi-
onships at Kolkata in March where she
baggedasilvermedal.
AttheFederationCupthisweek,herfirst

major competition since 2019, Swapna
marked her returnwith a gold, accumulat-
ing5800points.ButevenforSwapna,whois
usedtofacingadversitiesonandoffthetrack,
this was one of themost challenging com-
petitionsofhercareer. Itwasn’tthecompeti-
torsthatweretestingherbutadrainingbout
with foodpoisoning.
DuringherhighjumpseventonMonday,

Swapnathrewupatleastacoupleoftimesat
the ground andmade quick sprints to the
washroom almost half a dozen times be-
tweenherattempts.
“I have gotten a good competition after

such a long time, so quittingwasn’t an op-
tion.Ihavebeeneatingboiledfoodforalong
time.Thefoodheredidn’tsuitmybody.Even
todaymytummyisinsuchbadshape.Ihave
takensomuchmedicationfordiarrhoeaand
vomitinginthelastfewdays. Itwasjuttinga
lotatthestartofmyfinalevent(800m),”says
Swapna, who almost limped onto the field
clenchingher tummyaheadof the race.
Swapna, who has six toes on both her

feet, came into the limelight after bagging
gold at the 2018 AsianGameswith a band-
aged jawduetoaguminfection.Life turned
aroundforSwapnaandherfamilywhocome
fromaveryhumblebackground.“Becoming
popular has causedme asmuch harm as it
hasdonegoodtome,”shesays.Swapnawas
hinting at a raid by forest department offi-
cials conducted at Swapna’s home in
Jalpaiguri for alleged illegal possession of
timber.

Preserving three pairs
The lull after the Asian high has taught

Swapnatoughlifelessons.Shewasmadebig
promiseswhenshehadretiredwiththegold
aroundherneck from Jakartabutnotmany
havekepttheirword.“Promises?Thatisthe
oneword I don’t like tohear,” she says after
a loudsarcastic laugh.
Swapna had often complained about

pain inher foot asher sixth toewouldpush
against generically designed spikes. But
sportinggiantsAdidas flewher toGermany
to design a customised shoe for her with
enoughbreathingspaceforhertoes.“Myfeet
don’t hurt anymore so that is a huge relief,”
shesays.Butsincesheisnomoresponsored
by them, she has just three pairs of non-re-
placeable customised spikes. She feels it’s a
blessingindisguisethatshehasn’tcompeted
much in the last few years. “The shoes are
still ingoodcondition,” shesays.
Swapna says it was her coach Subhas

Sarkar and Sports Authority of India offi-

cialsthatconvincedhertogivethesportan-
otherchance. “Theytoldmethateveryath-
letehas toretireonedaybutwhynot retire
on a high. So I am back and I want to take
another shot at the Asian and
Commonwealth Games. It is an important
year forme,” she says.

Chandamakes Asiad cut
Chanda clocked her personal best of

2:02.11s in the 800m tomake the cut for
AsianGamesasperAFI’squalificationguide-
lines. TheDelhi runner’s effort alsoputsher
amongthe top ten in the Indiaall-time list.
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PLAYING TONIGHT
Indian Premier League
KKR vs MI, 7.30pm, Live on Star Sports Network
UEFA Champions League (quarterfinals)
Villarreal vs Bayern Munich; Chelsea vs Real Madrid
12.30am (Thursday), Live on Sony Sports Network

Shooterscompeteamidstcurfew
Lima: Indianshooterscompeting in the ISSFWorldCup
in Lima on Tuesdaywoke up to scenes of protests that
caused roadblocks and "acts of violence" in Peru, lead-
ing to imposition of a curfew in the capital. Peruvian
President Pedro Castillo imposed the curfew, banning
people from leaving their homes in an attempt to curb
protests against rising fuel prices amid inflation. The
Indian men's skeet team of Parampal Singh Guron,
AmrinderCheemaandMunekBattula,alongwithcoach
VikramChopra, stayedbacktoparticipate intheirevent.

Sen,BansodenterRound2
Suncheon:Worldchampionshipsbronzemedallist Lakshya
Senandfast-risingMalvikaBansodprogressedtothesecond
roundofthemen'sandwomen'ssinglescompetitionsrespec-
tivelyafterregisteringgruellingthree-gamewinsattheKorea
OpenSuper500badminton tournamenthereonTuesday.
WhileSenstavedoffaspiritedchallengefromlocalhopeChoi
JiHoon14-2121-1621-18injustoveranhourinhisopening
roundmatch,Bansodralliedherwaytonotchupastunning
20-2222-2021-10winoverworldno24HanYueofChina.

Sumitstormsintosemifinals
NewDelhi: Indian boxer Sumit (75kg) entered the semi-
finals of the ThailandOpenwith a comfortablewinover
Timur Nurseitov in Phuket, Thailand on Tuesday. He
notcheda5-0winagainstKazakhstan'sNurseitov in the
quarterfinalclash.SumitbecamethefourthIndiantoen-
terthelastfourstage.Monika(48kg),AshishKumar(81kg)
andManisha(57kg)arealreadythroughtothesemifinals.

ARAFCqualifyforIWL
NewDelhi:ARAFC continued theirwinning streak in the
ongoingIndianWomen'sLeaguequalifiers,defeatingYWC
4-3 in the final here on Tuesday to qualify for themain
event.TheIWLwillbeheldinBhubaneswarfromApril15.
Theside fromGujaratneededawin fromthe finalmatch
tosecurethe IWLberth.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

BRIEFLY

SwapnaBurmanretainedheptathlon
crownwith5,800points.AndrewAmsan

Heptathlete Swapna
resurfaces for a gold after
four years in oblivion

Life changes for Wankhede groundsmen: From
fighting mosquitoes at stadium to five-star comfort

WankhedeStadiumgroundsmen, like
VasantMohite,havebeenprovided
five-staraccommodationandMasaba-
designeduniformthis IPLseason.

NewDelhi: Kirpal Singh Batth broke
the 22-year-oldmen's discus throw
meet recordwithaneffortof 61.83m
at the 25th AFI National Federation
CupSeniorAthletics Championships
hereonTuesday.
The29-year-oldBatth,whosepre-

vious best of 59.74mwas recorded
nearlysixyearsago,producedagood
string of throws at the C H
MuhammedKoyaStadium.
Four of his attempts saw the dis-

cus soar past the 60mmark, two of
thembreaching61maswell.His first
and last throwswere over 59m, giv-
inghimaseries to remember.
His best effort, 61.83m,was just a

bitshortofmakinghimonlythethird
Indianmaleathletetohurlthediscus
past 62m. Anil Kumar held the old
record (59.55m).
The pole vault competition saw

four athletes clearing 4.90m,with S
Siva and Gokul Nath both being
awarded a goldmedal each, while A
GnanaSonebaggedthebronze.Uttar
Pradesh's Deepak Yadav took the
fourthspotoncountback.

PTI

22-year-old discus
record broken

New Delhi
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