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ECONOMICCOOPERATIONANDTRADEAGREEMENTONGOODS,SERVICES

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

SEALINGApactthattheirleaders
hailedasa“watershedmoment”
and“oneofthebiggesteconomic
doors there is to open in the
world”, India and Australia
Saturday signed an Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement(IndAusECTA)which
isset toprovidezero-dutyaccess
to96percentofIndia’sexportsto
Australia including shipments
fromkeysectorssuchasengineer-
ing goods, gems and jewellery,
textiles,apparelandleather.
Thepactisexpectedtoboost

bilateraltradeingoodsandserv-
ices to $45-50 billion over five
years, up from around $27 bil-

lion, andgenerateoveronemil-
lion jobs in India, according to a
governmentestimate.
Theagreementwillalsogive

about 85 per cent of Australia’s
exports zero-duty access to the

Indianmarket, including coal,
sheepmeatandwool,andlower
dutyaccessonAustralianwines,
almonds, lentils, and certain
fruits.
Zero-duty access for Indian

goods is set to be expanded to
100per cent over five years un-
der theagreement.
It is the first Free Trade

Agreement (FTA) that India has
signedwith amajor developed

country in over a decade. In
February, India signed an FTA
with the UAE and is currently
working on FTAs with Israel,
Canada,UKandtheEU.
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Modihails ‘watershedmoment’,Morrisoncalls itopening‘oneof thebiggesteconomicdoors’

Lost in AI transcription: Adult words creep into YouTube children’s videos
NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

HOW DOES “beach” become
“bitch”, “buster” turn into “bas-
tard” or “combo” morph into
“condom”?
It happens when Google

Speech-To-Text and Amazon
Transcribe, both popular auto-
matic speech recognition (ASR)
systems, erroneously give such
age-inappropriate subtitles on
YouTubevideos for children.
This is the key finding of a

study titled ‘Beach to bitch:

InadvertentUnsafeTranscription
of Kids Content on YouTube’
whichcovered7,013videosfrom
24YouTubechannels.
Ten per cent of these videos

containedatleastone“highlyin-
appropriatetabooword”forchil-
dren, says US-based Ashique
KhudaBukhsh,anassistantpro-
fessor at Rochester Institute of
Technology'ssoftwareengineer-
ingdepartment.
KhudaBukhsh,assistantpro-

fessor Sumeet Kumar of Indian
SchoolofBusinessinHyderabad
andKrithikaRameshofManipal
University, who conducted the

study,havetermedthephenom-
enon “inappropriate content
hallucination”.
“Weweremind-boggledbe-

causeweknewthatthesechan-
nelswerewatchedbymillionsof
children.We understand this is
an important problem because
it is telling us that the inappro-
priate contentmaynotbepres-
entinthesourcebutitcanbein-
troduced by a downstream AI
(Artificial Intelligence) applica-
tion. So on the broader philo-
sophical level, people generally
havechecksandbalancesforthe
source, but nowwe have to be

more vigilant about having
checks andbalances if anAI ap-
plicationmodifies the source. It
can inadvertently introduce in-
appropriate content,”
KhudaBukhsh,whohasaPhDin
machine learning and is from
Kalyani inWestBengal, toldThe
SundayExpress.
Inappropriatecontenthallu-

cinationwas found in channels
withmillions of views and sub-
scribers, including Sesame
Street, Ryan’s World, Barbie,
Moonbug Kid and Fun Kids
Planet, according to thestudy.
The closed captions on

YouTubevideosaregeneratedby
Google Speech-To-Text while
AmazonTranscribeisatopcom-
mercialASRsystem.Creatorscan
use Amazon Transcribe to em-
bedsubtitles intheirvideosand
importthemintoYouTubewhen
uploading the file.
Thestudywaspresentedand

acceptedatthe36thannualcon-
ferenceoftheAssociationforthe
Advancement of Artificial
Intelligence in Vancouver in
February.
“These patterns tell us that

whenever you have amachine
languagemodeltryingtopredict

something, the predictions are
influencedonwhatkindofdata
it is trained on.Most likely it is
possibletheydon’thaveenough
examples of kid speech or baby
talk in the data they are trained
on,”KhudaBukhshsaid.
The study points out that

mostEnglish languagesubtitles
aredisabledontheYouTubeKids
Appbut the samevideos canbe
watched with subtitles on
YouTube.
“It is unclear howoften kids

areonlyconfinedtotheYouTube
Kidsappwhilewatchingvideos

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

AYouTubevideowheretheautomaticspeechrecognition
systemshowsaninappropriateword.

Roman’s
Empire

Oligarch, Chelsea
owner and among the
richest Russians with
over US$ 8 billion in
personal wealth. He is

now rooting for a
different set of players:

the Russia-Ukraine
negotiators

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

THE INAUGURATION of the
DMK’s office in Delhi on
Saturday brought together sev-
eral non-BJP leaders at a time
when there is churning in the
Opposition, with non-Congress
parties exhorting everyone to
unitedly fight therulingBJPand
the Congress remaining largely
indifferent.
Congress president Sonia

Gandhi,SamajwadiPartyleader
Akhilesh Yadav, Left leaders
Sitaram Yechury and D Raja,
National Conference leader
Farooq Abdullah and represen-
tatives of the Trinamool
Congress and TDP joined Tamil
Nadu Chief MinisterMK Stalin
as he inaugurated the Anna-
KalaignarArivalayam.

Sonia also inaugurated a li-
braryattheoffice.TheDMKand
Congress, especially the
Karunanidhi family and the
Gandhis, share a special bond
buttheBJP’sincreasingelectoral
dominance has prompted even
Stalin to suggest that Congress
should develop a "principled
friendship" with parties at the
all-India level, liketheoneithas
with theDMKinTamilNadu.
Stalin has also asked all par-

ties to come together to “save
India”. Such exhortations have
comefrommanyregionalparties
aftertheBJP’svictoryintherecent
round of Assembly elections.
However,manyoftheOpposition
parties are now not asking the
Congresstotakethelead.
Sonia’spresenceat theDMK

event was significant as the
Dravidian party is nowperhaps
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NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI, APRIL2

ROILEDBYpoliticaluncertainty,
Pakistan was on the edge
Saturday as Prime Minister
Imran Khan asked his support-
ers to take to the streets Sunday
and “protest peacefully” when
the country’s parliament is due
to vote on a no-confidencemo-
tionagainsthim.
Pushing back at Khan who

has blamed the US both
obliquely anddirectly for all his
troubles, Pakistan Army chief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa,
while calling for dialogue and
diplomacy to resolve all out-
standing issues including
KashmirwithIndia,spokeofhis
country’s “long and excellent”
strategic relationship with the
US and, in the samebreath, tar-
getedRussia over its invasionof
Ukraine saying “aggression
againstasmallercountrycannot
be condoned” – Khanwas on a
visit toMoscowwhen the inva-

sionbegan.
Speaking at the second edi-

tion of the Islamabad Security
Dialogue,organisedbyPakistan’s
NationalSecurityDivision,Bajwa

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

IFB Agro approves
Rs 40 crore in poll
bonds, flags ‘armed
goons’ in W Bengal
2ndfiling tobourses, firmsaysspoke
toCM,FMafterattackondistillery

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

IFBAGRO Industries Ltd’s board
ofdirectorsapproved“contribu-
tions to political parties byway
of subscription to the electoral
bonds in one ormore tranches
aggregatingnotmorethanRs40
croreforthefinancialyear2022-
23”, the company informed the
stockexchangesFriday.
In the same announcement,

theRs1,700-croreKolkata-based
distillery and bottling company
flagged“exciserelatedissuesbe-
ing faced by/affecting the com-
pany”.
The announcement is un-

usualgiventhatelectoralbonds
were instituted as instruments
that could be used to donate
moneyanonymouslytopolitical
parties, and corporate houses
typically purchase these bonds
throughtrusts.
In theexchangefilingFriday,

signed by IFB Agro’s Chief

Financial Officer Rahul
Choudhary, thecompanysaid it
wasmaking the disclosure “in
continuation”toitsearlierletters
tothestockexchanges“wherein
wehave intimatedabout excise
relatedissuesbeingfacedby/af-
fecting thecompany”.
Thiswasthesecondsuchfil-

ingbythecompany.OnOctober
7,ithadmadeasimilarlyworded
disclosure pertaining to sub-
scriptionof electoralbonds“ag-
gregating notmore than Rs 25
croreforthefinancialyear2021-
22”. Incidentally, even then, it
hadcitedexcise-related issues.
IFB Agro, which reported a

netprofitofRs8.59croreforthe
December quarter, had made
another exchange filingon June
26, 2020 about an attack on its
distillery in Noorpur, South 24-
Parganas inWest Bengal “by a
group of more than 150 armed
goons”.
“These unidentified hooli-

gans, armedwith various types
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

NEPAL PRIME Minister Sher
BahadurDeubasaidonSaturday
thathediscussedthe“boundary
issue” with Prime Minister
NarendraModiand“urged”him
to resolve it through “bilateral
mechanism”. India said the
“generalunderstanding”was to
addressitresponsiblyand“avoid

politicisation”.
Deuba arrived in NewDelhi

onFridayinhisfirstbilateralvisit
abroad after becoming prime
ministerforthefifthtimeinJuly
2021.
“Wediscussedtheboundary

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

GENERALBAJWA’s re-
marksaheadof Sunday’s
no-trustmotionagainst
ImranKhanarean indi-
catorofwhat the
PakistanArmywants to
communicate to the
peopleof thecountry
andtheWest.Khanwas
inMoscowwhenRussia
invadedUkraineandhis
recent rhetorichasbeen
veryanti-US.

The
General
signals

Opp parties come
together as Stalin
inaugurates party
office in capital

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL2

A 36-YEAR-OLDwitness in the
Cordeliacruisedrugbustcaseof
2021, which allegedly involved
actor Shah Rukh Khan’s son
Aryanalongwith19others,was
founddeadonFridayafternoon.
Maharashtra Home Minister
DilipWalse Patil said the state
DGPwould conduct an investi-
gation into the death of

Prabhakar Sail, reportedly from
aheartattack.
Weeksafterthebust,Sailhad

claimedinaswornaffidavitthat
he had overheardmoney being
demanded by anotherwitness,
KPGosavi,to ‘help’Aryanonthe

nightof hisarrest, onOctober2.
Recently,theSITthatisinves-

tigating the drug bust case had
saidthatSail, thepanchwitness
of the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) during the raid, had
turnedhostile.
TusharKhandare,Sail’sadvo-

cate,saidhehaddiedofaheartat-
tackand“thefamilydoesnotsus-
pectanyfoulplay”.“Hehadbeen
unemployed for some time, due
towhichhewasunderstress."

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

TORAAGARWALA
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

INAcaseof “mistakenidentity”,
twocivilianswereFridayinjured
in Army firing in Arunachal
Pradesh’sTirapdistrict,authori-
ties said.
The incidentcomes just four

months after six civilians were
gunned down in a botched op-
erationbysecuritypersonnel in
Nagaland’s Mon district in
December last year. The firing
alsocoincidedwithextensionof
the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act in areas of
Aruanchal, even as it waswith-
drawn from many parts of
Assam,ManipurandNagaland.
Officials said the situation

was “slightly tense” in the area
afterthetwoyouths,whoaresta-
ble,wereshot.However,ameet-
ingwasheldandthevillagersde-
cidednottopresscharges.
Thetwoinjuredwereidenti-

fied as NokphyaWangdan (28)
andRamwangWangsu (23).
According to Tirap DC Taro

Mize, the incident happened
when four youths from the dis-
trict’sChasavillagewerereturn-
inghomeafter fishingonFriday
evening, afterdark. “Thevisibil-
itywas not clear, and the Army
shotatthemmistakingthemfor
insurgents,”saidMize.“Theboys
started shouting that theywere
civilians, andnot toshoot them.
Unfortunately two of the four
boyswere injured,”hesaid.
Currently at AssamMedical

College and Hospital, both are
“out of danger”. Hospital
Superintendent Dr Prasanta
Dihingia said onewas struckby
a bullet in the ‘ulna’ bone of his
hand, while the other was

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

‘Mistaken
identity’: Two
civilians hurt
in Army firing
in Arunachal

‘EXCISE-RELATED ISSUES’

PMNarendraModiwithAustraliacounterpartScott
Morrisonduringthesigningof thetradeagreement. PTI

CongresspresidentSoniaGandhiwithTamilNaduCM
MKStalinandotherOpposition leadersat the inauguration
ofDMK’sNewDelhiofficeonSaturday. PTI

India, Australia sign FTA, trade likely
to ‘double in5 yrs, generate 1mn jobs’

EMERGENCY IN SRI LANKA
SriLankansSaturday lineuptobuydiesel inColombobeforethebeginningof thecurfew,
imposedbythegovernmentamidprotestsover theeconomicsituation. India,meanwhile,
sentaconsignmentof40,000MTofdiesel toSriLankaonSaturday.AP REPORTS,PAGE14

India: Avoid politicisation of border
issue; Nepal seeks bilateral system

NepalPMDeubawithhis
wifeatRajghat. PTI

Aryan Khan case: ‘Bribe witness’
dead, Maharashtra govt to probe
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APPAREL TO AVOCADOS: THE TRADE PACT

*productstobenefitfromzerodutyaccessoversevenyears

■Engineering
goods,gems
andjewellery,
leather,
textiles,
apparel,
footwear

Zeroduty
accessfor
India

■Coal,sheepmeat,
wool,LNG,alumina,
metallicores
■Avocados,onions,
pistachios,blackberries
macadamias,cashews
inshell,blueberries,
raspberries*

Zerodutyaccess
forAustralia

■Wine,
almonds,
cotton,
oranges,
mandarins,
lentils,pears,
apricots,
strawberries

Reduced
tariffson
Ausexports

■Dairy
products,
wheat, rice,
sugar,
chickpeas,
beef,apples,
toys, ironore

Excluded
sensitive
products

NO-TRUSTVOTETODAY

CROSS-BORDER
TRAIN LAUNCHED
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PakArmychief reachesout to India
withcall fordialogue, targetsRussia

Pak PM gives call
for street protests,
Bajwa differs with
him on US, Russia

Sailsaida
fellowwitness
namedNCB
Mumbaichief
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IndianExpress’NirupamaSubramanian
explainswhyKhanfindshimself in this
position,andwhathe isdoingto fightback
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POVERTY, ONESTROKE AT A TIME
Twenty-year-oldMSurendharsitsquietlyonabusyshoppingstreet inthecity,hisdefthandsmovingquickly
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India, Australia
Theagreementwassignedby

CommerceandIndustryMinister
Piyush Goyal and Australia’s
Minister for Trade, Tourismand
InvestmentDanTehaninavirtual
ceremonywitnessed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
PrimeMinisterScottMorrison.
“This is indeed awatershed

moment for our bilateral rela-
tionship,”Modisaid,addingthat
the agreement would make it
easier for both countries to ex-
change students, professionals
andtouristswhichinturnwould
strengthenties.
Under theagreement, Indian

graduates from STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics)willbegrantedex-
tended post-studywork visas.
Australiawill also set up a pro-
gramme to grant visas to young
Indians looking topursuework-
ingholidaysinAustralia.
According to news agency

Reuters, Morrison, who is ex-
pected to call a general election
within days, told reporters in
Tasmania that the agreement
represented “one of the biggest
economic doors there is to open
intheworldtoday”.
“These are never all or noth-

ing deals as far as we’re con-
cerned,weseeall of theseas the
next step and the next step and
thenextstep,”hesaid.
Theagreementisexpectedto

comeinto forceafter it is ratified
bytheAustralianParliament.
Goyalsaidtheagreementwas

expectedtoboosttradebetween
the two countries to $45-50 bil-
lionwithin fiveyearsandgener-
ateoveronemillionjobsinIndia.
Officials pointed out that a

number of Indian exports cur-
rentlyfaceatariffdisadvantageof
4-5% inmany labour-intensive
sectors relative tocompetitors --
thosewithFTAswithAustralia--
suchasChina,Thailand,Vietnam.
Removing this barrier, officials
said,couldenhancemerchandise
exportssignificantly.
Bilateral trade in goods and

services between India and
Australia stoodat$27.5billion in
FY2021.Goyal saidmerchandise
exports to Australia had grown
faster than exports to any other
countryinFY2022.
OfficialssaidIndiangoodsand

services exports to Australia are
expected to reach $20 billion in
FY2027and$35billioninFY2035,
up from about $10.5 billion in
2021.
Australianwine imports, al-

monds, lentils, oranges, man-
darins,pears,apricotsandstraw-
berries are set to benefit from
lower tariffs under the agree-
ment.
Indiahas,however,excludeda

number of Australian products
from tariff reductions under the
agreement to protect “sensitive
sectors”includingdairyproducts,
wheat,rice,chickpeas,beef,sugar,
apples, toysandironore.
Australiaissettobenefitfrom

zero-duty access on coalwhich
currently accounts for about 74

per cent of Australia’s exports to
Indiaandcurrentlyattractsaduty
of2.5percent.
The elimination of duties on

coking coal, which accounts for
about73percentofcoalimports,
isalsoexpectedtoboostthecom-
petitiveness of Indian steel ex-
ports. Zero-duty access for
Australiaissettoincreasetocover
91percentofitsexportsbyvalue
andover70percentofIndia’star-
iff linesover10years.
OtherkeyAustralianproducts

whichwill see tariffs eliminated
whentheagreementcomesinto
force include LNG,wool, sheep
meat, alumina andmetallic ores
whiletariffsonavocados,onions,
pistachios,macadamias,cashews
in-shell, blueberries, raspberries
and blackberries are set to be
eliminatedoversevenyears.
Officials said that procuring

lowercost rawmaterials suchas
alumina from Australia is in
India’sinterestasitwillboostthe
internationalcompetitivenessof
Indianmanufacturers.
Lower dutieswould be pro-

videdonproductssuchascotton,
lentils, oranges, almonds and
mandarins based on tariff-rate
quotaswhichwouldseetariffsre-
turn to pre-agreement levels for
importsabovethresholdquanti-
ties.
Forinstance,lentilimportsup

to1.5 lakh tonnes fromAustralia
willonlyattracttotalimporttaxes
of15percent,comparedto30per
centdutiesonlentilimportsfrom
countrieswithwhich Indiadoes
nothavetradeagreements.
The agreement also includes

strictrulesoforigintopreventany
routing of products from other
countriesandprovidesforasafe-
guardmechanismtoaddressany
sudden surges in imports of a
product.
Duty concessionswould be

provided onAustralianwines in
aphasedmannerbasedonprices.
Theagreementwillalsoallow

forfasterapprovalofIndianmed-
icinesbyAustralianregulatorsas
they have agreed to use inspec-
tion reports and approvals from
CanadaandtheEU.
Australiahasalsoaddresseda

long-standing concern of Indian
IT firms on double taxation by
agreeingtoamendlocaltaxation
laws to stop the taxation of off-
shoreincomeofIndianfirmspro-
viding technical services to
Australia.

Arunachal firing
injuredonhisbigtoe.
AnArmyofficer,whodidnot

want to be named, said: “The
Armyhadsomeinputsabout in-
surgentmovementinthearea.”
Mizesaidthatthesituationin

Chasa villagewas “now under
control”. “Therewas ameeting
heldonFridayatthevillagechief’s
house. The security forces ac-
ceptedtheirmistake,andagreed
topayRs2lakhcompensationto
each victim, aswell as consider
employingthem,”hesaid.
Tirap, alongwith Changlang

and Longding, are the three dis-
tricts in Arunachal where the

CentreextendedAFSPAonFriday.
AFSPAgivesarmedforcessweep-
ing powers to arrest without a
warrantandevenshoot tokill in
certainsituations.

YouTube videos
and how frequently parents (or
guardians)simplyletthemwatch
kids’ content from general
YouTube.Our findings indicatea
need for tighter integration be-
tween YouTube general and
YouTubekidstobemorevigilant
about kids’ safety,” the study
states.
Whenasked about the accu-

racy of its automatic captions, a
YouTube spokesperson said in a
statement: “YouTubeKidsdeliv-
ers enriching and entertaining
contentforkidsandisourrecom-
mendedexperience for children
under13.Automaticcaptionsare
not available on YouTube Kids,
however,ourcaptiontoolsonour
main YouTube site allow chan-
nelstoreachawideaudienceand
improve accessibility for every-
oneonYouTube.Wearecontinu-
ally working to improve auto-
matic captions and reduce
errors.”
Another example of amisin-

terpretedwordinoneofthepop-
ular videos goes like this: “You
shouldalsofindporn.”Theactual
dialogueendedwith“corn”.
KhudaBukhsh said these er-

rors couldbedue to thedata fed
to ASR systems during training.
“See ‘I love porn’ is amore likely
sentence than ‘I love corn’when
two adults have a conversation.
Oneofthereasonssomeofthese
adult words are creeping into
transcription is becausemaybe
the ASR are trained more on
speech examples coming from
adults,”hesaid.
KhudaBukhsh said introduc-

ing a human element into the
transcription process could be
oneof theways to stop these in-
appropriate words from being
telecast to millions of young
viewers.

Stalin office
theCongress'sonlysteadfastally.
In fact, wary that some parties
maystayaway, theCongresshas
not even called a meeting of
Oppositionfloorleadersforfloor

coordination in Parliament dur-
ing the second leg of theBudget
session, which is ending next
week.
Unlike in the past, Stalin did

not call on Sonia during his visit
tothecapitalthistime.Instead,he
spent time with Delhi Chief
Minister andAAP leader Arvind
KejriwalonFriday,visitingaDelhi
governmentschoolandmohalla
clinic.
SourcesinOppositionparties

saidmostof the leadersarecon-
foundedbytheCongress'sreluc-
tancetoputitshouseinorderand
makeameaningfulmovetobring
the parties together. As a result,
manyof the regional leaders are
nowassertingthemselves.
West Bengal CM Mamata

Banerjee haswritten to all her
non-BJP counterparts and other
Opposition leaders,urgingthem
tocometogethertofighttheBJP.
AccusingtheBJPgovernment

ofusinginvestigativeagenciesto
“target,harassandcornerpolitical
opponents” for “vendetta”, she
has“urgedeveryonetocometo-
getherforameetingtodeliberate
on theway forwardat aplace as
per everyone's convenience and
suitability.”“Letuscommittothe
causeof aunifiedandprincipled
Opposition thatwillmakeway
for the government that our
countrydeserves,”shesaid.
Twodayslater,Yechurycalled

Stalinthemostacceptableleader
among the non-BJP CMs, and
urgedhimtoconveneameeting
ofchiefministerstodiscussfeder-
alism, social justice and steps to
protectthepeopleof India.
While Yechury would not

welcome a meeting called by
Banerjee, the CPM’s arch rival in
West Bengal, it was interesting
that he did not appeal to the
Congresstotakethelead.
Earlier this week, the Shiv

Sena also called for a rejig of the
UPA and suggested that the al-
liance shouldhaveanew leader.
Aneditorialinpartymouthpiece
Saamana suggested that leaders
likeNCPchiefSharadPawar,Shiv
SenachiefandMaharashtraChief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
Stalin, Banerjee, Kejriwal, TRS
leader and Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao
were all capable of bringing the

Oppositiontogether.
TheNCP’s youthwing, in the

presence of Pawar, passed a res-
olution recommending Pawar's
name for the post of UPA chair-
person. Senior Congress leader
GhulamNabiAzad,amemberof
theG-23factionintheCongress,
alsometPawarearlier.
On Saturday, while several

leadersattendedtheDMKevent,
therewere no speeches or joint
exhortationforOppositionunity.
Congress leader in Lok Sabha
AdhirRanjanChowdhury,senior
CongressleaderandRajyaSabha
MP P Chidambaram, MDMK
leaderandRajyaSabhaMPVaiko,
TDP’s Kanakamedala Ravindra
Kumar and Jayadev Galla and
TMC’sMahuaMoitrawere also
present.

Aryan case
While Sail's wife Pooja also

said they didn't have any suspi-
cions,hismotherHiravatisaidhe
was fine till the day before and
the death came as a shock. Sail,
who lived inMahul in the east-
ern suburbs of Mumbai, is sur-
vived by his parents, wife and
twochildren.
Walse-Patilsaidmanypeople

had suspicions regarding the
death.“Howcouldsuchastrong
andhealthymandiesuddenly?”
A seniorMaharashtra Police

officer said an accidental death
report had been recorded and
policewere probing. "The post-
mortemreport isawaited. If any
foulplay is indicated, policewill
registeranFIR,"anofficersaid.
PoojasaidSailhadsomechest

pain and went on his own to
Chandra Hospital in Chembur.
“ThedoctorsawhisECGandsaid
theconditionwasseriousandhe
should get admitted instantly.
Withinfiveminutes,hesuffered
a heart attack. We saw CCTV
footage of himwalking into the
hospital,andhavenosuspicions
regardinganyfoulplay."
A relative said things had

gone downhill for Sail since the
Cordeliacase.“Earlierhewasem-
ployed as Gosavi's bodyguard
and hence had a fixed income.
After Gosavi was arrested, he
triedgettingjobs,butfounditdif-
ficult.Atoneortwoplaceswhere
hemanaged to get a job, hewas

removed after it came to light
thathewasawitnessintheNCB
case. Things had become so dif-
ficultthathewouldaskforsmall
sums of money from people to
survive. Hewas stressed about
hissituation.”
Sail’s name had emerged

weeksaftertheraidonboardthe
Cordelia cruise ship, following
which eight people including
Aryanwerearrested.Sailwasre-
vealed to be the bodyguard of
Gosavi,whowas photographed
leading Aryan by hand into the
NCBoffice. Gosavi and Sailwere
lateridentifiedaspanchwitnesses
whohadbeentakenalongbythe
NCBteamforthecruiseshipraid.
NCPleaderNawabMalik,who

made a series of allegations
againsttheNCBovertheraid,had
pointedoutthatGosavihadalong
criminalrecord.Later,Sailclaimed
in an affidavit that he had over-
heardGosavi talking tooneSam
D'Souza and demanding Rs 25
crore to “settle thematter”,with
adeal finallybeing reachedatRs
18crore.Sail claimedthatGosavi
had alsomentioned then NCB
Mumbai ZonalDirector Sameer
Wankhede’sname,sayingashare
ofthemoneywastogotohim.Sail
alsoallegedtohavebeenpartofa
cash drop as part of the deal,
claiming Gosavi hadmet Shah
Rukh'smanagerPoojaDadlani.
WhileWankhede denied al-

legationsofextortingmoney,he
wasshuntedoutasNCBMumbai
Zonalchief aftersometime.
Following Sail's allegations,

theNCBrecordedthestatements
of several persons, besides him.
The findings of the inquiry re-
main unknown. The Mumbai
Police's own probe into the
bribery allegations remains in-
completeasDadlanididnotcome
forthtorecordherstatement.
The probe into the Cordelia

casehasalsobeencrawling.The
SIT, handedover the caseby the
NCBafterWankhedewasmoved
out, failed to file a chargesheet
within the 180-day period that
ended onMarch 31. The SIT has
nowbeengranted60moredays
by the court to file the
chargesheet.
Sail turning hostilewas one

of thereasonscitedbytheSIT to
seekanextension.

Electoral bonds
ofweapons, forcibly entered the
factory, beat up the security
guards and practically held our
employees/workers on duty as
hostage. They also damaged the
cctvcameras,computers,medical
roometc.insidethefactory,”ithad
said in the filing, adding that the
companyhad to shut the factory
downfollowingtheallegedattack.
“We have sought help from

theChiefMinisterofWestBengal
and also from Finance,
CommerceandIndustryMinister
of the State ofWest Bengal.We
are awaiting for better environ-
mentbefore theplant canbe re-
opened,” itnoted.
Later thatyear, onDecember

22,inyetanotherstockexchange
filing, the company said that the
unitwas openedon July 2, 2020
after police protectionwas pro-
vided by local authorities but
addedthat,“tilldatenooffenders
havebeenbroughttobook”.
In the same filing, the com-

panywrote:“Further,thealcohol
business of the Company has
been suffering -- and is under
threat, aswe have been singled
out by certain excise officials for
not succumbing to their illegal
demands -- have requested the
Hon'ble Chief Minister ofWest
Bengal and also from Hon'ble
Finance,CommerceandIndustry
Minister of the State of West
Bengaltolookinto/investigatethe
same.Thisisforyourinformation
andrecord”.
Queries sent by The Indian

ExpresstoWestBengal'sFinance
MinisterChandrimaBhattacharya
didnotelicitanyresponse.
In its latest available annual

reportforthefinancialyear2020-
21, IFBAgro has claimed that its
IndianMade Indian Liquorbusi-
ness was impacted during the
year because “excise authorities
createdhindrancetothebusiness
fornotadheringtotheirillegalde-
mands, by adopting various un-
ethical steps like (a) closure of
Dankuni plant for 9 days in June
2020 on alleged quality issues,
which ultimately turned to be
baseless, (b) closure of all tie-up
units for 25 days in November
2020, (c) non re-registration of
the company’s flagship brand
“Captain” almost for amonth in
November 2020, (d) putting re-
striction on retailers in various
district, on lifting of the com-
pany’sproduct.”
IFBAgro is a group company

ofIFBIndustries,whichmanufac-
turesandsellshomeappliances.
IFBAgrohassevenbottlingplants
for Indianmade Indian liquor in
West Bengal — Bardhaman,
Hooghly, Kolkata,Murshidabad,
NorthBengal, Purulia and South
24 Parganas. The company sells
IMILunder its flagship“Captain”
brand.

Pakistan PM
said itwas important “we keep
the flames of fire away fromour
region” and that “in this regard,
besides the Kashmir issue, the
India-Chinaborderdisputeisalso
amatterof great concern forus”
andmust be resolved “quickly
throughdialogueanddiplomacy”
forpeace intheregion,makinga
three-way link between India,
PakistanandChina.
“Ibelieveit istimeforthepo-

litical leadershipof the region to
rise above their emotional and
perceptual biases, andbreak the
shacklesofhistorytobringpeace
andprosperitytoalmost3billion
peopleintheregion,”hesaid.
“Pakistancontinuestobelieve

inusingdialogueanddiplomacy
to resolve all outstanding issues,
including the Kashmir dispute,
and is readytomove forwardon
thisfrontif Indiaalsoagreestodo
so,”Bajwasaid.Hemadenomen-
tionoftheragingdomesticpolit-
icalbattleintriggeringwhichthe
Pakistan Army appears to have
hadakeyrole.
Lastyear,attheinauguralcon-

ference, he had laid out a vision
for“geo-economics”overgeopol-
iticsintheregion,callingfortrade

and connectivity “in all direc-
tions,” days after Pakistan and
India signed an agreement reaf-
firmingtheircommitmenttothe
2003 ceasefire. The “geo-eco-
nomics”planranintoopposition
fromsectionsofPakistan’sestab-
lishmentandaproposaltorestart
tradewith India ina limitedway
was cancelled overnight after
severalministersopposedit.
Bajwa’s renewedoutreach to

Delhi, ata timewhenKhan’sde-
parturefromofficeseemsimmi-
nent, issignificant.
Hedescribedthesituationon

theLineofControlas“satisfactory
andfairlypeaceful,”andsaidthis
“had brought great relief to the
peoplelivingalongbothsides.”
Buthedidnotletgooftheop-

portunity to refer to the recent
misfiring of amissile from India
into Pakistan. He spoke of what
hecalledDelhi's“indifferentatti-
tude” in not informing Pakistan
abouttheincident immediately.
Pakistan’s “maturity and re-

sponsibility” in thewake of the
missile incident,Bajwasaid,was
comparabletoitsreturnofIAFpi-
lot Abhinandan, captured by
Pakistaniforceswhenhisaircraft
was downed in PoK after a dog-
fight inFebruary2019.
In thewake of ImranKhan’s

anti-US rhetoric, Bajwa also did
somedamage-controlbyempha-
sising that Pakistan has “excel-
lent” relationships with both
China and theUS, andwants to
broaden the friendships.Healso
named the UK, EU, Gulf,
Southeast Asia and Japan as im-
portantpartners.
Lastmonth, Khan had pub-

licly berated EUambassadors in
Pakistan forurging Islamabad to
takeastandagainstRussia.Bajwa
alsorowedbackfromKhan’svisit
toRussiawithastrongstatement
inwhichhecalledforimmediate
cessation of hostilities, ceasefire
and“dialoguebetweenallsides.”
“The continuation or expan-

sionofconflictinUkrainewillnot
servetheinterestofanyside,least
of all the developing countries
whichwillcontinuetofacesocial
economic costs of the conflict, a
conflictwhich can easily get out
ofhand,”Bajwasaid.
Meanwhile, Khan, ahead of

thescheduledvoteinthePakistan
National Assembly on the no-
confidencemotion against him,
reiteratedhisallegationofa“for-
eignhand”forwhichheclaimed
to have “proof” and asked the
country’s youth, who form the
bulk of his support base, to hold
“peaceful protests” against the
“foreignconspiracy”.
“Thecabinet,NSCandthepar-

liament’s security committee
have seen it. The official docu-
ment says that if you remove
ImranKhan, your relationswith
the USwill get better,” he said
during a live question-and-an-
swersessionwiththepublicthat
wasbroadcastonradio,television
andsocialmediaplatforms.
“Youdon’thave to sit silently

(because) if you stay quiet, you
will be on the side of the bad. I
wantyoutoprotestandspeakup
againstthisconspiracy,notforme
but for your future,” he said, ad-
dressingtheyouth.
“There’s a conspiracy against

thegovernmentrightnowandit
has beenproven that politicians
arebeingboughtlikegoatstotop-
ple the government… I want
Pakistan’s history to not forget
these traitorseither. It isyourre-
sponsibility. Don’t let them feel
thatyouhaveforgotten,”hesaid.
Khan’sfightbackseemsaimed

atsecuringapolitical futureafter
Sunday’s outcome. Playing the
martyr, he recalled, in a tweet
Saturday night, the sacrifice at
Karbala by ImamHussain, the
thirdShiaImamandthegrandson
oftheProphet.“InKarbala,facing
anenemy that far outnumbered
them,ImamHussainAS,hisfam-
ily & followers laid down their
livestoshowpeoplethedifference
betweenHaq(right/truth)&Baatil
(falsehood). Today,we are fight-
ingfor truth&patriotismagainst
falsehood&treason.”
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issues.AndIurgedModijitore-
solve through (the) establish-
ment (of) bilateral mecha-
nism,” Deuba said after his
meetingwithModi.
Modi,whowaslisteningto

Deuba, said: “We also dis-
cussedtodaytheissueofopen
bordersof IndiaandNepalbe-
ingmisusedbyunwantedele-
ments.We stressedonmain-
taining close cooperation
betweenour defence and se-
curity institutions. I am sure
thatour talks todaywillprove
tobeeffectiveinsettingambi-
tious goals for the future of
India-Nepalrelations.”
Later,briefingreporterson

thebilateralmeeting, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla said theborder issue
wasdiscussed“briefly”.“There
was a general understanding
that both sides needed to ad-
dressthisinaresponsibleman-
nerthroughdiscussionanddi-
alogue,inthespiritofourclose
andfriendlyrelations,andthat
politicisation of such issues
needstobeavoided,”hesaid.
India-Nepal bilateral ties

came under strain over the
boundary issue inMay2020,
whenKPSharmaOliwas the
PM. Both sides are now en-
gagedindamagecontrol.
External AffairsMinister S

Jaishankar and National
SecurityAdvisorAjitDovalalso
metDeubaseparately.
Deubawas accompanied

by a high-level delegation of
four Cabinet ministers in

chargeofforeignaffairs,energy,
water resources, health and
agricultureamongothers.The
two sides reviewed the full
spectrum of the bilateral
agendacoveringpolitical,eco-
nomic, trade, energy, security
anddevelopmental issues.
Modisaidbothsidesagreed

to strengthen cooperation in
thepowersectorandfinalised
a joint vision statement on
powercooperation,whichacts
asablueprintforthefuture.
A statement by the

MinistryofExternalAffairssaid
thetwoPMsdiscussedthe“un-
precedentedopportunitiesfor
mutually beneficial coopera-
tionintheenergysector”.
They also reviewed the

progressinimplementationof
Indian projects in Nepal, in-
cluding the cross-border rail
links connecting Jayanagar-
Kurtha-Bijalpur-Bardibas,
Jogbani-Biratnagar and
Raxaul-Kathmandu.
“Inahistoricmilestone,the

first broad-gauge passenger
railway service connecting

India and Nepal in the
Jayanagar-Kurtha sectionwas
flaggedoffbythetwoPMsdur-
ing the visit. The Jayanagar-
Kurtha rail linkhasbeenbuilt
withgrantassistancefromthe
GovernmentofIndia,”theMEA
said.
“Ajointvisionstatementon

powersectorcooperationthat
spellsout thesharedcommit-
ment aswell as opportunities
forwin-win collaboration in
power generation, transmis-
sionand tradewasconcluded
during the visit. Both PMs
jointly inauguratedthe90km
long132KVDCSolu Corridor
Transmission lineandsubsta-
tion built under the line of
creditextendedby India.Both
sides agreed to expedite
progress in the implementa-
tion of the Pancheshwar
Multipurpose Project, begin-
ningwith early finalisationof
the Detailed Project Report
(DPR),”theMEAsaid.
Deuba appreciated the

freshapprovalsgranted to the
NepalElectricityAuthority for

the export of substantial
amountsofpowertoIndiaand
invitedgreaterparticipationof
Indian companies inNepal’s
hydropower development
projects.Theprogressmadein
the 900MWArun-III hydro-
electric project inNepalwas
alsonoted,theMEAsaid.
Modi thanked Deuba for

assuring the Nepal govern-
ment's “full support in resolv-
ingbottlenecksandfacilitating
thetime-boundcompletionof
all India-assistedprojects, in-
cluding the National Police
AcademyatKavrepalanchowk,
the IntegratedCheck Posts at
Nepalgunj and Bhairahawa
and the projects under the
Ramayanacircuit”.
TheMEAsaidthataspartof

India’s ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, Indiawill inaugu-
rate 75developmentprojects
inNepalthisyear.
“The use of Indian RuPay

cards in Nepal was jointly
launchedbythetwoPMs.This
wouldopennewvistasforco-
operation in financial connec-
tivity,andisexpectedtofacili-
tate bilateral tourist flows as
wellasfurtherstrengthenpeo-
ple-to-people linkages be-
tweenIndiaandNepal,”itsaid.
DeubawillvisitVaranasion

Sunday,where hewill be re-
ceivedbyUttar PradeshChief
MinisterYogiAdityanath.
Deubahas visited India in

eachofhisfourearlierstintsas
PrimeMinister–mostrecently
in2017.

■Launchand
operationalisationof
35km-longcross-border
rail linkfromJaynagar
inBihar toKurtha in
Nepal.

■ Inaugurationof90km-
long132KVSoluCorridor
transmission linebuiltata

costofRs200crorewith
Indian lineof credit
■LaunchofRuPaycard in
Nepal
■Constructionof132
healthfacilities inNepal,
undertakenwithUS$50
million inpost-earthquake
reconstructiongrant

KEYOUTCOMES

‘Avoid politicisation of border issue’

New Delhi
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THE DELHI government con-
ducted its first mega Parents-
Teachers Meeting (PTM) since
the onset of Covid to “help par-
entsunderstandtheeducational
and emotional needs of their
children in the post-Covid era”.
The PTMs were conducted in
more than 1,000 Delhi govern-
mentschools.
Meeting students and par-

ents during the session,Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
said,“Schoolswereclosedforal-
most two years due to the pan-
demic.Thisnotonlyharmedthe
education of our children but
also affected their ability to
think,understandandbehappy.
Now, the need of the hour is to
fix this together. Joint efforts by
parents and teachers will help

childrencopewiththepost-pan-
demicsituationbetter.”
Sisodia saidhewashappyto

see a large number of parents
takepart in themegaPTM.

“During the lockdown,
schoolswere shut and students
were confined to their houses.
Eventeachersweremeetingpar-
ents virtuallymost of the time.

Butin-personmegaPTMwasan
opportunity where parents
shared their concerns with
teacherswithoutanyhesitation.
Ourteachersarealwaysavailable
for parents to answer their
queries related to their children
and areworking hard on bridg-
ing the competency gap caused
by thepandemic,”hesaid.
TheDelhigovernmentsaida

majority of parents’ queries re-
volved around the “social and
emotional wellbeing of their
wards, ways to plug learning
gapsandgettingchildren’sstud-
iesbackontrack”.
The Mega PTM is part of a

two-phase recovery plan of the
Delhigovernmentto“bridgethe
competency gap caused due to
Covid, prepare students to ac-
quire foundational literacy and
skills,andfocusontheemotional
wellbeingof children”.
“Under this, Directorate of

Education(DoE)hasreducedthe
syllabusandisexclusivelyfocus-
ing on emotional and academic
wellbeing of students through
activities in schools such as ex-
tended Happiness Classes,
Mission Buniyaad Classes, sur-
veys on learning levels, revision
of previous worksheets, etc.
Schools are engaging with the
community deeply to under-
stand the situation of students,
and to track them back to
schools,”thegovernmentsaidin
a statement. Sisodia said the
overall objectivewas to ensure
that“learninggapsthatoccurred
during the lockdowndonot ex-
pand further”.
“Thiswillgiveanopportunity

tostudentstorebuildtheircom-
petencies and conceptual
knowledge.Also,engagementin
activities will help in reducing
the anxiety and stress levels
amongstudents,”hesaid.
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Govt holds first mega PTM since pandemic;
will address competency gap, says Sisodia

Study on CP
smog tower
underway

ONE-TIMEMEASURE INDU

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL2

ASA special one-timemeasure,
DelhiUniversity(DU)hasdecided
to give studentswhowill be ap-
pearingforexamsinthephysical
mode after a gap of almost two
yearsanadditional30minutesto
writetheexam.Facultiesandde-
partments have also been asked
toprovide themmorechoices in
thequestionpaper.
Due to the Covid pandemic,

DUhadshiftedtotheonlineopen
bookexammodeforstudents in
2020andhadbeencontinuingto
hold exams in the same format
since.Whilestudentsoffirst,third
andfifthsemestersareappearing
for online open book exams, for
students of second, fourth and
sixth semesters, the examswill
be held in the physicalmode af-
terMay.
InanotificationissuedFriday,

Dean Examinations D S Rawat
enlistedthespecialprovisionsfor

exams this year. "Duration of
examforeachpaper shall beex-
tendedforanadditional30min-
utesasaspecialone-timemeas-
ure. Faculty/Departmentwill be
requested to give additional
choices in the Question Paper,
whereverapplicable," thenotifi-
cationsaid."Thosestudentswho
havefilledtheExaminationForm
and are not able to appear for it
duetojustifiablereasonsmaybe
given another chance to appear
for the same. For that purpose,
Phase-II of the aforesaid exami-
nationwill be conducted for the
leftover(remaining)students,"it
added.
Theexaminationdepartment

also said that faculties, depart-
ments and collegeswill be "re-
quested to provide studymate-
rial to the needy students" and
also be "requested to conduct
mock tests in addition to class
tests of the internal assessment
component". They have also
been asked to upload syllabi on
theirrespectivewebsites.

Students taking
offline exams to
get extra time,
more choices

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GHAZIABAD,APRIL2

A BANK in Ghaziabad was
robbed by four men who fled
withnearlyRs11lakhcashafter
holding the staff at gunpoint,
said police. The robbery took
place at the Punjab National
Bank branch in Noor Nagar on
Saturdayafternoon.Noonewas
injured,police said.
“Wereceived informationof

arobberyatthebankbranch.As
per initial information, there
were four armed accused. They
heldthestaff insidethebank(at
gunpoint) and fled with the
money. We are ascertaining
moreinformationthroughCCTV
footagetoidentifytheaccused,”
said an official fromNandgram
police station.
According to local residents,

four persons dressed in black
andwearing redmasksentered
the bank after 1 pm. Due to a
technical issue with the bank
server, thereweren’tmanypeo-
ple insideat the time, theysaid.

“It happened very quickly...
The persons cameon twobikes
andwerecarryingpistols.There
were around 4-5 people inside
thebankbesidesstaff.Within10
minutes, themen left the bank
with the cash and a harrowed
manager steppedout after they
fled,” said Shobhit, an eyewit-
ness who lives in the opposite
building.
The bank is situated on the

ground floor of a residential
complex.Policesaidtheaccused
fled from a narrow lane next to
the bank and suspect that they
were familiar with the area.
PolicearescanningCCTVfootage
from nearby buildings to trace
the route takenby them.
This is thesecondincidentof

arobberyinthedistrictinthelast
week. Four days ago, unknown
assailantslootedRs25lakhfrom
apetrolpumpinMasuriarea.
On March 31, Ghaziabad

SuperintendentofPolicePawan
KumarwassuspendedbytheUP
governmentforallegedfailureto
control crime, corruption, and
derelictionof duty.

Ghaziabad: Four men
rob bank at gunpoint,
flee with Rs 11 lakh

Forstudentsof second, fourthandsixthsemesters, the
examswillbeheld inofflinemodeafterMay.Archive

Sisodiasaidhewashappytoseea largenumberofparents
takepart inthePTM.ANI

NewDelhi:Nearlysevenmonths
after itwas installed, the impact
of thesmogtoweratConnaught
Place at different distances from
thetowerisstillunclearandbeing
studied.
The smog tower, installed by

the Delhi government on the
SupremeCourt’sorders,nearthe
Shivaji StadiumMetro station
was inaugurated on August 23
lastyear.IIT-Bombayisundertak-
ing a two-year-long study to as-
sess its performance. An official
of the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) said IIT-
Bombayis likelytosubmitanin-
terimreportbyJune,whichmight
provide more details on the
tower’s functioning. The team
that is conducting the studyhas
submitted fivemonthly reports
sofartotheDPCC,theofficialsaid.
Thetowerfunctions for12hours
from9amto9pm.
A total of 10monitoring sta-

tions have been installedwithin
a1-kmradiusofthetower.Datais
being collected from these sta-
tions every day. The towerwas
expected tohavean impact ona
1-kmradiusfromitscentre.“The
focusisonmonitoringPM2.5and
PM 10 concentration, and the
smog tower is not intended for
gases,” the official said. The sta-
tions are at locations includinga
YMCA building, a police booth
near the Hanumanmandir, an
NDMCpublic toilet andresiden-
tialquartersonAshokaRoad.
Methods to optimise the

tower’sfunctioningarestillbeing
workedout.While imported fil-
ters are now being used, local
manufacturers arebeingconsid-
eredto lower thecostof running
the tower. “In November and
December, filtersweredislodged
brieflyandthereweresomeleaks
that allowed infiltration of air.
Newformationsofthefilterswere
tried out tominimise leakages,”
theofficialsaid.ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GHAZIABAD,APRIL2

THEGHAZIABADNagar Nigam
reversed its order banning the
sale of rawmeat during the pe-
riodofNavratri.Asper the initial
order issued Friday, the ban
would have been in effect be-
tweenApril2and10.Officialshad
claimedthatthemeatbanduring
thefestivalwasaroutineorder.
OnSaturday, a fresh letter is-

suedbytheMayorstatedthatthe
regulationsbytheUPgovernment
would be followed in this case.
Currently, there arenoorders by
the state government banning

saleofmeat,officialssaid.
The earlier order, issued in

five zones of the district, had
stated: “It has been ordered by
the directions of the mayor to
maintaincleanliness in temples
and to closemeat shops during
theperiod.It isdirectedtomain-
tain cleanliness in respective
zones, in temples and to ensure
meat shops remainclosed.”
LoniMLANandKishorGurjar

hadinthepastissuedseveralap-
peals toclosemeatshopsduring
festivals.OnThursday,hewrotea
letter to theDMstating thatsev-
eral shopswere sellingmeat in
theopeninhisconstituencyand
requestedofficialstotakeaction.

Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam
reverses order banning sale
of meat during Navratri

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,755 9,693
ICU BEDS 2,203 2,189

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
11,290

NOIDA
Apr1 Apr 2

Cases 18 12
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 39 41
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 62
OXYGENSUPPORT 6
VENTILATORSUPPORT 2

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,65,215

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
April1 131 105 1 23,105
April2 114 88 0 16,061
Total 509* 18,38,553 26,153 3,74,09,047
*Total active cases inDelhi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A DELHI Police sub-inspector
whowas out with his wife and
two-year-old daughter was at-
tacked with a knife after he
pulled up aman driving rashly
inalocalmarket inKanjhawala.
An FIR has been registered and
a search is on to arrest the ac-
cused.
Police said that the com-

plainant, Chetan Kumar, works
at Kanjhwala police station and
stays inanearbycolony.
“The incident took place on

Wednesday evening when he
had gone outwith hiswife and

daughter.Hewas standingout-
sidethemarketwithhisdaugh-
ter, and his wife was inside
whenhesawamandrivingpast
himrashly,”aseniorpoliceoffi-
cer said.
Afterafewmetres,theerrant

driver stopped his car andwas
confrontedbyKumar.“Heasked

him to drive properly and the
drivermisbehavedwithhim.He
entered intoaheatedargument
with Kumar and attacked him
withasharpweapon,”anofficer
said.
PolicesaidKumarsomehow

savedhisdaughter fromharm’s
wayandwhenpeoplegathered,
theaccusedmanagedtofleethe
spot.
The victim was taken to a

nearby hospital where he was
dischargedafterfirstaid.Hethen
filed a complaint and police
lodgedanFIR.
Police said theyhave started

an investigation and scanned
several CCTV cameras to trace
theerrantdriver.

Cop out with family attacked for
scolding man for rash driving

PolicesaidKumar
savedhisdaughter
fromharm’swayand
whenpeoplegathered,
theaccusedmanaged
tofleethespot

New Delhi
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GENERAL OVERVIEW
The UPSC interview lasts for about 30 min-

utes and carries 275 marks out of the total
2025.However,a candidate‘s score in Mains or
Prelims doesn‘t play any part in determining
the course of the interview but the marks of
both the Mains and PersonalityTest are consid-
ered for the final UPSC ranking. Interview is
not a test of knowledge (they have already
tested it in Mains and Prelims) but your innate
personality.

UNDERSTANDINGTHETRUE NATURE
OFTHE INTERVIEW

The ultimate objective of conducting an
interview is to test whether a candidate is
suitable for civil services. In other words, the
interview determines a candidate‘s poten-
tial in administrative skills. The panel mem-
bers will not try to test a candidate‘s knowl-
edge but would rather try to observe the way
he/she approaches the question; they would
try to assess his/her personality to determine
his/her suitability in civil services.Never think
that board members are meant for eliminat-
ing you or to demean you.You should have a
positive mindset.

WHY DO CANDIDATES GENERALLY
FEEL UNEASY ABOUT PREPARING FOR
THE UPSC INTERVIEW?

There is no defined syllabus unlike Prelims
and Mains exams.The interview panellists are
drawn from diverse academic disciplines; they
ask questions from their domain and that be-
comes challenging.

The preparation for the UPSC Interview
should be comprehensive.Topics such as Op-
tional Subject chosen for Mains, educational
background, place of residence, a reason to
become an IAS/IPS officer, content written in
the Detailed Application Form(DAF) and cur-
rent affairs are most likely to come up in a dis-
cussion.Hence one should cover every aspect
of a candidate‘s life and his/her preparation
of UPSC.The following is some basic informa-
tion on how to prepare for these topics:

IMPORTANCE OF MASTERING DAF IN
UPSC INTERVIEW PREPARATION

Candidates who have been declared quali-
fied in the written part of the examinations
have to first fill-up the Online DetailedApplica-
tion Form (DAF). Preparing a DAF is equiva-
lent to getting your half work done.The Inter-
view panel generally tests a candidate on the
content written in the DAF as it contains the
detailed information about a candidate such as
his/her birthplace,subjects in graduation,Op-
tional Subject, details of the college, profes-
sional experience, the topics of interest, hob-
bies and so on.Hence,a candidate must think
things through before preparing for DAF-
based questions in the Interview.The following
are some tips:

(a) A candidate must have a detailed
knowledge of the word mentioned in DAF.For
example, in case of a candidate's name,
he/she should know if he/she shares the name
with any famous personality, the meaning of
name/surname etc.

(b) Be aware of the personalities related to
the sports or hobbies that the candidate
wants to pursue.There is no need to do a Ph.D.
in sports or hobbies but your interest must re-
flect your curiosity on the subject.

It is always advisable to have a hobby that
reflects the traits of your personality. For in-
stance, motivating others as a hobby reflects
your personality.

PREPARING FOR QUESTIONS RE-
LATEDTOYOUR EDUCATIONAL BACK-
GROUND

The candidate must be ready to answer de-
tails about the college/university where he
had undertaken his graduation or masters.For
instance, if the name of the college is Sri Ra-
makrishna Engineering College, a candidate
can expect a question on Ramakrishna and
his mission.

DEGREE PURSUED BY CANDIDATE
AND REASON FOR CHOOSING

UPSC expects the candidate to have ade-

quate knowledge of his stream since he has
devoted three to five years in mastering it.
Hence refresh the important topics and con-
cepts about your chosen stream. Check if
there is any current news on it.For example,a
candidate belonging to mechanical engineer-
ing must be aware of 4D printing that is often
discussed in the news.The candidate needs to
substantiate with an example how he/she will
apply the degree in civil services.

PREPARING FOR QUESTIONS
RELATEDTOYOURWORK EXPERIENCE

(a) Sound knowledge of the organisation
in which a candidate is/was working.

(b) Key responsibility areas in that organisa-
tion.

(c) Any application of his work experience in
civil services.

(d) Preparing for questions related to your
reasons for choosing your civil service.

WHY DOES A CANDIDATE WANT TO
JOIN CIVIL SERVICE?
■ If already working, why does a candidate
want to switch the job?
■ How can the job expertise be useful in the
field of civil service?

PREPARING FOR QUESTIONS RE-
LATEDTOYOUR OPTIONAL SUBJECT
■Reason for choosing Optional subject if the
optional differs from the one candidate has
studied in graduation.

■Concepts and topics of the Optional Subject
need to be brushed up as the question can be
asked from the same. For example, a candi-
date having economics optional can be asked
about the present state of the crisis engulfing
the economy.

PREPARING FOR QUESTIONS
RELATEDTOYOUR PREFERENCE
OF SERVICES
■ The candidate needs to prepare on the fol-
lowing aspects and state the reason for giv-
ing preference to the order of services ---
IAS>IRS>IPS Why a preference is given for a
particular state?
■If a particular state is not allotted,how will a
candidate adjust with the state that is linguis-
tically and culturally different?

PREPARING FOR QUESTIONS
RELATEDTOYOUR HOBBIES

The candidate must be clear about the rea-
son for pursuing a particular hobby. Have a
good knowledge base about your chosen
hobby. If part of an NGO or club, the candidate
must elaborate on his role in a particular
NGO/club.

PREPARING FOR QUESTIONS RE-
LATEDTOYOUR DISTRICTAND STATE

One of the most common expected ques-
tions that you may confront is related to your
state and district. So, you should prepare to
answer questions on the problem of your

state and town and some statistics related to it,
like gender inequality, sex ratio, rising corrup-
tion and things like that.Collect details about
your birthplace. Know the problems in your
village or city.

IMPORTANCE OF PREPARATION OF
CURRENTAFFAIRS

The UPSC asks questions about everything
under the sun from the current affairs point of
view.The candidate must be aware of the cur-
rent developments on all fronts across the
world.The interview panel comprises subject
experts from different fields and the common
ground for them would be current affairs.

DOSAND DON’TS OF INTERVIEW
a) Ideal Etiquette of Candidate: First and

foremost,don’t pretend and be yourself in the
interview. Some of the questions might be
tricky and it’s better to reply respectfully and
politely that you are not aware of the answer.
Take time before answering as this strategy
will not only give some time to frame points in
your mind but will also add weight to your an-
swer.Take time to answer every question and
weigh your opinions.

b) Bluffing the Interviewer:When you don’t
know the answer,tell the interviewer soclearly.
At the sametime,you can ask for permission to
guess that answer.By doing these little things,
you will reflect honesty in your personality.
Whatever you say,say it confidently.Do not lie.
Even if you lie,do it confidently.

c) Maintaining Composure: It’s important to
remain calm throughout the interview as a
board member will check on your ability to
deal with stressful situations.UPSC is more in-
terested in your response to the question
rather than the answer. Maintain your smile
as this will reflect your confidence and your
positive nature.

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND DURING
THE INTERVIEW
■ It is to be kept in mind that the candidate is
not expected to answer all the questions.The
UPSC interview is not going to be a quiz com-

petition where you answer more questions to
fetch more marks.
■ Astheysay lookbeforeyou leap,sameapplies
here. Don’t answer the question that you are
not aware of as this will allow the interview
panel to probe you with a further question.
■The answer by a candidate should reflect his
clarity of thought, decision-making approach
and it should be thoughtful,crisp and clear.
■ While answering, a candidate needs to
make eye contact with all the members and
not only towards the member who had posed
a question.
■ A candidate should take a stand but that
stand must not show his non-accommodative
approach.He or she must display the willing-
ness to hear the board.
■Do not fidget or throw your hands around,or
shake your head. Less movement does not
mean you should sit stiff unnaturally.Your pos-
ture should be attentive and relaxed at the
same time. Do not crouch/bend forward or
place your hands on the table.
■ Use a couple of words from the question
while answering any question. It shows you
have listened to the question carefully. But at
the same time limit the use of technical jargon.
■ It is an attitude rather than aptitude,which
will determine success in the interview.
■ Do not start evaluating your performance
while still in the interview. Even if you have
committed mistakes in the beginning, do not
think that you have already lost the game.
They are looking for warm,sensitive,respectful
and attentive youngsters.They know you are
good or you would not have come so far.
■Say less to convey more. Less is more these
days as per the minimalist creed.Argue logi-
cally and generalise correctly. Do not try to
read too much between the lines.
■ The candidate must remain alert through-
out the interview and must thank the board
politely after the completion of the interview.
■ Remember no one is perfect and perform
your best with moral integrity.
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How to prepare for the IAS/UPSC Interview

Trust this guidance
for interviews

The UPSC personality test is the third and
final level of the civil services examina-
tion. Candidates almost more than

double the number of vacancies are selected
through the Mains exams and called to ap-
pear for the PersonalityTest before the UPSC
board which selects the best and most suit-
able candidates to serve the society with
their administrative skills.

PersonalityTest is a face-to-face conversa-
tion where questions are asked by the board
and answers are given by aspirants. The
board does not check how many questions
aspirants did not answer but rather analyse
how they answered the questions.The Per-
sonalityTest, lasting approximately 45 min-
utes to one hour, depending upon the na-
ture of the questions and the way the
candidate answers, carries 275 marks. The
purpose of this interview is not to test the
knowledge of the candidate but his/her per-
sonality and suitability.The knowledge of the
candidates is already checked in the Mains
exams.

Those who are willing to become a civil
servant must know that at different levels
of the civil service exam, UPSC checks the
different traits and qualities. For example,
the preliminary test is to check the IQ and
in-depth knowledge and the Main test is to
check the subject knowledge and under-
standing, effective presentation and way of
expressing the knowledge on paper.

The objective of the Personality Test is to
meet the candidate face-to-face and check
his/her moral and ethical integrity, dressing
sense, mental awareness and psychological
readiness. Therefore, in the interview the
Board can ask anything under the sun. The
objective of the interview is to assess the
personal suitability of the candidate for a ca-
reer in public service. Many good coaching
institutions like Plutus IAS & Yojna IAS help
aspirants prepare for PersonalityTest. It is in-
tended to evaluate the mental calibre of a
candidate,confidence,spontaneity,decision-
making power and the ability to handle the
complicated situation. It is an assessment of
not only a candidate’s intellectual qualities
but also of his/her social traits and interest
in current affairs.Some of the qualities to be
judged are mental alertness, critical powers
of assimilation,clear and logical exposition,
balance of judgment, variety and depth of
interest,ability for social cohesion and lead-
ership,and intellectual and moral integrity.

There are certain Dos and Don’ts that
every candidate should keep in mind

while preparing themselves for the Per-
sonality Test.

DON'TS FORTHE UPSC CSE INTERVIEW
■Don’t show dishonesty:Never be dishon-
est while responding to any question, be it
technical or personal. Always speak with
truthfulness. There are chances that you
may have to justify your answers. So, be
truthful.
■ Never let the discussion turn into an ar-
gumentative mode: Discussion is healthy
but the argument brings you down. Never
indulge in trivial arguments. Don’t cling to
your perspective trying to convince every-
one. Keep in mind, it is an interview, not a
group discussion.
■ Haste makes waste.So,don’t rush: Listen
to questions patiently and ask again if there
is any ambiguity.When you rush to respond
to the question, it reveals that you lack con-
fidence and have vague knowledge.
■Never be impolite and discourteous while
speaking:Be amiable and speak in a humble
manner. It might be possible that the panel
deliberately incites you to test your pa-
tience. In such a circumstance, you can get
over it by being level-headed.Never use of-
fensive words that show your coarseness to
the panel.
■Don’t lean:Avoid leaning and sit upright.
Your body language portrays your person-
ality. Sit confidently and in a manner that
gives an impression that you are listening to
them carefully.

DOS FORTHE UPSC CSE INTERVIEW
■ Your first impression is your last impres-
sion.A congenial look and smile can form a
good impression.Formal clothing is a must in
the interview.
■ Enter with confidence and greet the
board. If there is any female member in the
panel, greet her first to show courtesy.
■Answer those questions in which you are
comfortable and which can lead your inter-
view in a positive direction.
■Never answer any question that is based
on your assumption. Instead, say politely
and firmly that you are not aware of the
subject. Show clarity and straightforward-
ness in your approach.
■You must read the newspaper of that par-
ticular day on which you are having your in-
terview.
■ Try to maintain eye-contact with the
board in order to show your confidence. It
also demonstrates your heedfulness.
■ Prepare your DAF well as most of the in-
terviews start with the analysis and discus-
sion of your DAF.
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IT IS said,“The finish line is just the be-
ginning of a whole new race.” This
holds true in case of UPSC exams as

well.The UPSC interview is that finish line
which can determine the final selection
of a candidate in the exams.So,how does
one ensure that the final step is also flaw-
lessly completed? How does one leave no
stone unturned to achieve their goals and
flourish into a thorough bureaucrat? The
UPSC Interview is a test of personality
more than knowledge which requires
ample preparation. So, let’s see all that
you need to know about the process.

WHAT?
The process of UPSC interview lasts about
30 minutes and carries around 275 marks
out of total 2025, which is a hefty per-
centage and in fact, a game changer. It is
not just the 30 minutes that will decide
the marks but the effort that you put in
from the very first day you started prepar-
ing for UPSC. Understanding this, we, at
Next IAS provide guidance to students for
interview preparation starting with our
GS Prelims cum Mains Foundation
course, focussing on building individual
takes on critical ongoing matters, includ-
ing special sessions by retired bureau-
crats and prominent faculty members of
NEXT IAS,Mains answer writing practice,
current affairs and so on apart from regu-
lar classroom teaching.

The interview questions are based on
the Detailed Application Form (DAF)
filled by the candidates (Personal infor-
mation, academics, family background,
optional subject,hobbies, interests etc.) at
the time of their registration for the
Mains examination and before the inter-
view along with current issues prevalent
in the country.

Now, simplifying the interview process
according to the types of questions
asked:

Personal information such as
name, educational background, family
background,home state,professional ex-
perience etc.

Opinion-based questions gener-
ally related to current happenings in In-
dia and around the world, policies of the
present and previous governments, social
and economic issues.

Role-based questions wherein the
candidate is put in a position of responsi-
bility (DM/Commissioner/Chief Secretary
etc.) in a real or hypothetical situation
and assessed based on the decisions that
they could have taken.

Fact-based/Miscellaneous ques-
tions as part of which knowledge as well
as confidence while answering the ques-
tions or not being able to do so in some
cases are being assessed by the panel.

WHY?
The objective of the Interview/Personal-
ity Test is to assess the personal suitabil-
ity of the candidate for a career in public
service by a Board of competent and un-
biased observers.The Interview/Personal-
ity Test is intended to judge the mental
calibre of a candidate. In broad terms,
this is really an assessment of not only
intellectual qualities but also social
traits and interest in current affairs.
Some of the qualities to be judged are
mental alertness, critical powers of as-
similation, clear and logical exposition,
balance of judgement, variety and depth
of interest, ability for social cohesion
and leadership, intellectual and moral
integrity.

HOW?
It is imperative to note that preparation
and thorough practice by appearing for
multiple Mock Interviews is of essence
here. Prepare and analyse the DAF in
such a manner that all probable ques-
tions are covered and the candidate is
ready with the best suited answer to the
interviewer's questions.

Analysing the whole process and re-
quirements of UPSC CSE Personality
Test, NEXT IAS conducts an exclusive
course known as “Interview Guidance
Programme” under the guidance of B.
Singh (Ex. IES) CMD, MADE EASY Group,
and a panel of experts.

The programme emphasises on incul-
cating all the necessary qualities that are
needed as a civil servant. Our panel
members help to find out the weak-
nesses and psychological setbacks of

the aspirants.Various dedicated sessions
are conducted to ensure the best possible
preparation in all aspects of the examina-
tion. At the end of the sessions, two
Mock Interviews are conducted.We also
offer the facility of accessing video cover-
age of the Mock Interviews so that as-
pirants can assess and understand their
weakness and work on it before the ac-
tual interview.The various sessions con-
ducted at NEXT IAS include topics such
as PROFILE OF UPSC BOARD MEMBERS,
CADRE POLICY & SERVICE PREFER-
ENCES, FACING THE INTERVIEW, BUD-
GET & ECONOMIC SURVEY. CURRENT
AFFAIRS SESSIONS, SESSION ON HOME
STATE AND EXCLUSIVE SESSIONS FOR
ENGINEERING OPTIONAL AND ENGI-
NEERING BACKGROUND STUDENTS.

The session alone does not cater to
certain specific questions of the candi-
dates based on his DAF. For this purpose,
two special one-to-one sessions are fur-
ther conducted where inputs are given
for general DAF preparation and techni-
cal background DAF preparation.

Last but not the least, a very close
UPSC-like interview experience is
needed to assess one’s performance and
possible improvements. For this purpose,
two mocks are conducted at NEXT IAS
having a five-member interview panel
as per UPSC standards, consisting of re-
tired renowned civil servants, personality
and HR experts, psychologists and senior
subject matter experts.

As Abraham Lincoln once said “Give
me six hours to chop down a tree and I
will spend the first four sharpening the
axe.”

So, get your dream future with Next
IAS as we don’t Take it Easy but we
Make it Easy.

INDIA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 7 12to

at
10:00
am

Open Seminar with

MOCK INTERVIEW PANEL

6 4:00 pm
Call for Registration

011-45586829, 9718793363
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UPSC INTERVIEW: Let’s not Take it Easy, Make it Easy
NEXT IAS conducts special sessions with retired bureaucrats and prominent faculty

members, encourages writing practice apart from regular classroom teaching

GUIDANCE IAS Institute is a premier
coaching institute for UPSC (Civil Services
Examination) and state PSCs.We are based
in New Delhi with centres at Jammu,Thiru-
vananthapuram and Kolkata. We offer
complete foundation courses for UPSC
(CSE). We have online facilities for all
courses. GUIDANCE IAS has given more

than 250+ final selections in the UPSC
(Civil Services Examination) and more than
70 selections in state services.Our students
have got top ranks: 2017 (AIR-5), 2018
(AIR-3). GUIDANCE IAS, under the leader-
ship of Himanshu Sharma, has become a
well-known name for excellence in men-
toring aspirants for Geography (Optional).

Mr. B. Singh (Ex. IES), CMD,
NEXT IAS & MADE EASY

The perfect mentor

Himanshu
Sharma
Director,

Guidance IAS

5
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IT IS that time of the year when Civil Services
Main Examination results are declared and
the successful candidates prepare for their

Personality Test. They had faced the objective
and the essay type of examinations where they
had successfully deployed their respective skills.
Now the time has come to switch gears and get
ready for a similar handling of the last stage of
the exam process.

The difference is that it is an oral exam. It is a
fairly rigorous interaction with five eminent
people. Some are generalists (serving or former
civil servants) and the rest are specialists in var-
ious subjects like economics, sociology, interna-
tional relations, Constitution of India and so on.

The Personality Test, which carries 275 marks
is about facts, analysis and values just as in the
Mains. There is a marked difference, however.
Unlike in the Main Exam, where except the invig-
ilator, no one else is watching, the Personality
Test is under the gaze of a panel where there is
ruthlessness for lack of homework and generos-
ity for good performance. No error goes unno-
ticed; minor errors may be overlooked but just
may be. More importantly, where the candidate
shows qualities of a civil servant, he gets pro-
fusely rewarded. Now, what are these qualities?

First and foremost, one should be original.
There is something unique and valuable about
one’s responses. It is not about the answer, either
in the Main or the interview. It is the nature of re-
sponse in which words matter as much as the
body language, particularly the facial expres-
sions.

Attitude is next. It is the way one evaluates
various aspects of society and the world. One’s
prejudices and beliefs are revealed. One cannot
overcome them unless a conscientious, knowl-
edgeable and perceptive observer points them
out or holds a mirror. I can say from experience
that candidates are remarkably efficient in re-
orienting themselves almost overnight.

Agility can make a big difference.Agility may be
the quickness with which the response is given
but it is much more. It is awareness, mindfulness
and responsiveness. It is application of one’s infor-
mation for the given question in an effective man-
ner, to produce the desired results. Each candi-

date has his own style and substance for it.
Then, there is the issue of confidence; and

under and over-confidence. Confidence is es-
sential. It helps you recall and analyse well. Sets
the right ambience too. Under-confidence is en-
tirely unnecessary. It is unjustified too as one al-
ready has proved himself convincingly. Over-
confidence is often offensive and can be
self-destructive. Avoid it for interview and for
life at large. It is toxic.

There’s the question of humour. In corporate
and academic interviews, it may be tolerated.
In journalistic interviews, it may be encouraged.
But in bureaucratic interviews, it is not.You can-

not crack a joke unless you are ‘rarest of rare’!
Interview Board members may be joking and
the humour may be of good quality but you are
not supposed to laugh unless you know how ex-
actly to. That’s very very tricky. Best is to sus-
pend the laughter pleasantly till the interview
is over.

QUITE IMPORTANT ABOUT QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS:
■ Don’t duck a question on the assumption that
it could lead to further questions that you might
not be able to answer.
■ Say ‘I don't know sir/madam’ with dignity and
respectfulness where you have to.
■ For analytical questions, there may not be
room at all to say ‘I don't know’.
■ Be ready for a string of connected questions
and answers. For example, if a question arises
about the economic crisis of Sri Lanka, it can
trigger a whole lot of related queries like, when
did it start; if Chinese debt trap diplomacy is
fully exposed with it; how India is bailing Sri
Lanka out; what is a currency swap; can you re-
late it to RBI’s currency swap currently within
India; why shift to organic farming proved self-
destructive; any lessons for India on agriculture;
geopolitical implications of the crisis and so on.
Keep these aspects in mind and work your way
to the top. Remember there is help at hand, if
necessary. Round the clock. Best wishes.

(The author is Sriram Srirangam,
Director, SRIRAM’s IAS, New Delhi)
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Be original, have the right attitude
Sriram Srirangam suggests essentials you need to keep ready

for the Personality Test and interview

Drishti’s 3-step
approach

“YOU didn’t come this far to only come this far.”As
the golden opportunity of UPSC CSE knocks on your
door, you should be well-prepared to receive it as the
final step to achieving your dream. However, proper
guidance is necessary to train even the brightest of
minds in the right direction, to make sure their knowl-
edge is adequate and relevant to tackle all the burning
questions with a calm and composed mind.

The three-stage Interview Guidance Programme
by Drishti IAS adheres to the observations of the
Kothari Committee, constituted by the UPSC, to list
the qualities that should be rated in the personality
test.The qualities include clarity of expression; grasp
of narrative and argument; reasoning ability; appreci-
ation of different points of view; awareness and con-
cern for socio-economic problems; and range and
depth of interests and personal attributes relevant to
interaction with people.

The candidate will be interviewed on their past ed-
ucation, career (if any), hobbies and other facets of
life, including on matters of general interest.Our Inter-
view Guidance Programme is structured in a manner
that guides the candidate on analysing their Detailed
Application Form (DAF) through One-to-One discus-
sion with an expert member.

The personality test also assesses the candidate’s in-
tellectual qualities, social traits and interest in cur-
rent affairs.As a firm believer of constant evaluation,
Drishti IAS has put together a panel of extremely
competent people, including senior IAS & IPS officers,
Delhi University professors and experts from various
fields. The mock sessions ensure that candidates re-
ceive detailed evaluation and feedback, thereby en-
abling them to gauge their standing. Drishti IAS is
very excited to have you in the programme and pro-
duce unmatched results this year as well.
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VISION IAS is the leading research
and training institute for civil ser-
vices in India. Driven by the core val-

ues of innovation and excellence, the insti-
tute has earned immense credibility among
aspirants in a short span of time. In pur-
suance of our organisational effort to pro-
vide authentic guidance to students, here
we have tried to answer some of the key as-
pects of the Personality Test and interview
guidance programme offered by the insti-
tution.

WHAT IS AT STAKE IN THE
PERSONALITY TEST?
Personality Test is the last stage before an
aspirant concludes the full cycle of the
UPSC examination and awaits positive re-
sults. This stage plays a significant role in
successful conclusion of the examination
for two reasons; first, it can be the most im-
portant 30 minutes of an aspirant’s life as
a crucial 275 marks are at stake. This score
makes a great difference in the final selec-
tion. Second, to appear in person before the
panel of experts presents both the oppor-
tunity and challenge for making a lasting
impression to fetch good marks. A notable
performance in this test not only brightens a
candidate’s chances of being in the final
merit list but also plays a critical role in get-
ting entry into a service of one’s choice and
the desired cadre.

DOES THE CANDIDATE NEED SPECIAL
PREPARATION TO UNDERSTAND THE
DESIRED QUALITIES OF CIVIL SER-
VANTS?
A common question related to the Personal-
ity Test is whether it requires a special
preparation or not.While it tests one’s abil-
ity to retain and reproduce facts, figures and
other crucial pieces of information, the
board members do make an attempt to
know how a candidate sees himself and ap-
plies his mind to critical issues surrounding
him. It is through a candidate’s responses
to their questions that the board members
get an insight into his personal traits like
honesty, integrity among others. Further
there are some desirable qualities expected
in a civil servant like having an administra-
tive mind, curiosity, integrity, objectivity and
rationality. Conscious preparation makes it
easier to understand and practise them.
And it is also very important that candi-

dates learn not only to focus on their
strengths and inherent positive traits, but
also realise their limitations as well as per-
sonal prejudices and biases. This can only
happen if the candidate has spent ade-
quate time and effort to prepare for this
last stage of the examination.

WHAT IS BEING OFFERED IN THE
COURSE?
Personality Test is a purpose-driven con-
versation in a formal setting aimed at
choosing the best candidates for the ad-
ministration of the country.Whether a can-
didate is objective and rational is reflected
not only through his conduct and perfor-
mance in the Personality Test, but also
through his DAF.The DAF should reflect his
determination, application of mind, forth-
right attitude, honesty as well as a firm
self-appraisal. It is here that the Personality
Development Programme offered byVision
IAS can make a difference. An in-person
one-to-one DAF Analysis session is con-
ducted for all students of the programme.
During this session, not only is the DAF dis-
cussed in detail but the mentor also helps in
preparing a plan for the student and chart-
ing a future course of action for him.

WHAT CAN THE CANDIDATE DO AND
EXPECT FROM THE COURSE?
While it is not possible to make an accu-
rate assessment of the questions that are
likely to be asked by the board members in
UPSC, preparing oneself thoroughly with
the DAF and current issues of national and
global importance helps in ensuring that
the students are confident enough to do
well in the PersonalityTest. In the personal-
ity development programme, the students
are given an opportunity to appear for
mock interviews with senior faculty of Vi-
sion IAS and retired civil servants. The or-
ganisation strives for the best to make sure
that these mock interviews are as close as
possible to those conducted by the UPSC.

Our experience has shown that with the
right set of guidance and support, one can
develop the needed aptitude and skill to
face the personality test. Our consistent re-
sults have proven the efficacy of our
methodology and strategy. As an organi-
sation,Vision IAS is committed to provide
quality guidance in all walks of civil service
examination preparation.

IGP is a three-phased course, starting with –

One-to-One
DAF Discussion
with an Expert
Member

Mock
Interview

Situational Awareness and Controversial
Issues by Dr Vikas Divyakirti (Ex-Civil Servant)

Understanding your Hobbies by Dr Vijender S.
Chauhan (Faculty – Delhi University)

Classes on Optional Subjects, ‘Know Your
State’ and Current Affairs by Expert Faculties
(Drishti IAS)

Special Classes focusing on Interview
Preparation, including

The Interview Guidance Program will be available only to candidates who have successfully cleared the UPSC Mains 2021.

Due to high demand, the availability of slots will be based on first come, first served.

Register by scanning the QR code:

For more information, Call/SMS/WhatsApp 931-929-0694 OR Visit Drishti IAS Karol Bagh Centre at 21, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi.

Drishti IAS
Interview Guidance Program (IGP)

Drishti IAS
Interview Guidance Program (IGP)

1.
2.

3.

The most important
30 minutes

VISION IAS has shown consistent results that have
proven the efficacy of its methodology and strategy
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Country sees hottest March in 122
yrs, heatwave to continue in Delhi

StarPublicationswasamongseveralpublishers thatcameupinthearea.AmitMehra

ADRIJAROYCHOWDHURY
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

WHENAMARNATHVarma, 87,
and his family decided tomove
outofMultan in thewakeof the
Partition,themostprizedposses-
sionstheytransferredtoDelhibe-
forehand were thousands of
booksthat linedtheirbookstore.
Varma’sgrandfatherhadstarted
the books business, selling titles
inUrdu,HindiandPunjabi.
As they struggled to put to-

gether their uprooted life in
Delhi’s Paharganj, the family
managed to find a small vacant
shop in Dariba Kalan to restart
theirbookshopas‘PunjabiPustak
Bhandar’.But in thechaoticdays
followingthePartition,itwasnot
easy for the books business to
take off, said Varma. “The only
booksindemandwereHindure-
ligiousones.”
After struggling tomake the

bookshopwork,inthemid-1950s
Varma cameacrossHind Pocket
Books, the publishing house
started by Dina NathMalhotra
andcreditedwithdevelopingthe
market for paperback Hindi
books in Delhi. Like Varma,
Malhotra toowasaPartitionmi-
grantfromLahoreandhadsetup
his business in Daryaganj, the
thriving commercial district of
the old city. “I
thought it was a
great idea,” said
Varma. “I too de-
cided to start a
similar business.
Within the next
couple of years,
we managed to
publish some300
pocket book ti-
tles.”
Soon after,

Varma toomoved
his business to
Daryaganj, in the
spacebehindMoti
Mahal restaurant, yet another
productofPartitionmigrationin
Delhi. He renamed it Star
Publications. For ambitious
Partitionmigrants like Varma,
Daryaganj providedamost suit-
ableregiontorestarttheirlivesin
anewcountryandtherebyturn-
ingit intoapublishinghub.
“Daryaganj has had somany

differentavatars,”explainedhis-
torianandauthorSwapnaLiddle.
Under theMughals, Faiz Bazaar
was established here between
DelhiGateoftheRedForttoDelhi
Gate of the city. The Faiz Bazaar,
asexplainedbyLiddle,wasoneof
thetwomainmarketsunderthe
Mughals, the other being
ChandniChowk.
“In the early 19th Century,

some big estates and European
quarters came up here. The
British also put up theirmilitary
cantonmenthere.After1857this
area changedquite drastically. A
numberofestatesof thenawabs
were confiscated. Most of the
Europeans living herewere the
firsttobekilledduringtherevolt

and the British removed their
cantonment aswell,” explained
Liddle.
Consequently, the area re-

mainedvacant for a long time. It
was rebuilt again in 1911when
the newcapitalwas established
inDelhi.“Whenacitybecomesa
capitala lotofbusinessandnon-
administrative personnel also
move to the city. Thereafter a lot
of the educational institutions
and commercial buildings came
upinthisarea,”saidLiddle.
Yet another avatar was be-

stowed upon Daryaganj after
Independence,thatofbeingahub
forpublishing.
“The publishing industry of

present day Daryaganj (mostly
Ansari Road)was establishedby
migrantswhomovedtothearea
after the Partition of India and

Pakistan,mostly in
the late 1950s and
early 1960s, when
the historic Faiz
Bazaar thatappears
in almost all signifi-
cant maps and
drawings of Delhi
was renamedNew
Daryaganj,” said
KanupriyaDhingra,
assistant professor
at Jindal School of
Languages and
Literature,OP Jindal
GlobalUniversity.
“Daryaganj’s

proximitytothepapermarketsof
Chawri Bazaarwas an attractive
potential. While the area was
commercialised soon after 1947
— with shops dealing in con-
sumerdurables suchasbicycles,
radios,musical andmedical in-
struments— the chase for pub-
lishers to set up offices in
Daryaganjbeganmoreorlessaf-
ter Oxford University Press
moved into the locality in 1971,
and in no timeAnsari Road be-
came thehubof publishers that
it is today,” addedDhingra,who
is also currently working on a
monographonDaryaganjandits
bookeconomy.
Apart fromStar Publications

and Hind Pocket Books, some
otherwell-knownpublishersthat
cameup in and around the area
included Prakash Prakashan,
Rajpal & Sons, Vani Prakashan
GroupandMotilalBanarsidass.
Aninterestingtransformation

that the Partitionmigrant pub-
lishers brought about inDelhi’s
book culture is the popularity of
Hindi publications. In the years

immediately following the
Partition, Urdu had lost the
statureandpopularityitonceen-
joyedinIndia.Theonlymarketfor
Urdupublicationswasrestricted
to theUrdu Bazaar area around
JamaMasjid.
“ThehubofHindipublication

wasinBanarasandPrayagraj.Itis
onlyinthelast75yearsthatDelhi
becametheintellectualcentrefor
Hindi literature,” said Aditi
Maheshwari-Goyal, who is a
managing trustee at Vani
Foundation and heads the
Department of Copyright and
Translation at Vani Prakashan.
“Delhiwas the political hub for
the Independencemovement
andlikeanyothermovement,the
freedommovement also had to
happen in a certain language.
Hindi had emerged as that con-
necting language; it touched the
commonpsyche and got every-
oneonthestreets in the fight for
Independence.”
Varma said that initially, he

didpublisha fewbooks inUrdu,
thefirstbeingacollectionof film
songsbythepoetSahirLudhianvi
titled ‘Gaata Jaaye Banjara’. “But
Urduhadlostallpopularity,sowe
published very fewbooks in the
language,”hesaid.
In course of time, Varmabe-

came friendswith some of the
tallest names inHindi literature
whowere also his authors, in-
cluding Amrita Pritam, Krishan
Chander,RamdhariSinghDinkar
andKamleshwar.Hisbest-selling
authorwas novelist and screen-
writerGulshanNanda.“Outofthe
35bookswrittenbyNanda,Ipub-
lished25,”saidVarma.
Since the1970sandwith the

establishment of the Oxford
UniversityPress,Daryaganjfound
popularity among the English
publicationsaswell.“Thebiggest
advantagewiththeareawasthe
logistics. The Post Office is close
by and so is the New Delhi
Railway Station, so it is easy to
supply books from here,” said
Maheshwari-Goyal.
With the growth in popular-

ityofEnglishreading,mostofthe
Hindi publishers also expanded
inEnglishpublishing.Varmanar-
ratedhow,inthecourseofhisca-
reer,hejourneyedto61countries
and picked up some lucrative
ideas.Beamingwithpride,hesaid
hehas published in over 80 lan-
guages. His books are regularly
supplied to the Library of
Congress inWashingtonDCand
arepartoftheFrankfurtBookFair.

AmarnathVarma(87)movedhisbookshoptoDaryaganj in
themid-1950s.AdrijaRoychowdhury

DELHI
REWIND
Tracingthecapital’s
post-Independence

history

MONTHAFTER ITPROHIBITEDDISCOUNTS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

THEDELHI government has al-
lowedprivateshopstoofferupto
25% discount on themaximum
retailprice(MRP)ofliquor,overa
month after it prohibited such
discounts inthenationalcapital.
AnorderissuedbytheExcise

Commissioner states that li-
censees can from now on offer
discounts of up to 25% on the
MRPof liquor inDelhi. It further
mentions, “The licensees shall,
however, strictly abide by the
terms and conditions of the li-
cenceand if anyviolationof the
same is noticed, strict penal ac-
tionshallbetakeninaccordance
with theprovisions of theDelhi
ExciseActandRules...”
InanorderissuedonFebruary

28,theDelhigovernmenthaddi-
rectedsellers todiscontinuedis-
counts, rebates and concessions
ontheMRPof liquor. Thereason
given for this thenwas thegath-
ering of large crowds outside

liquor shops that can aggravate
the Covid situation, cause law-
and-order issues and inconven-
iencetothelocalpopulation.
The discounts were discon-

tinued“...takingintoaccountthe

violation of DDMA guidelines
andthedistortion inthemarket
that was witnessed due to un-
regulated discounts offered by
some of the licensees in the
month of February 2022,” ac-
cording to the Excise
Commissioner’s order dated
April1topermitthesediscounts.
Theorderaddsthatthe“gov-

ernment has reconsidered the
aforesaiddecision”andthatthe
government “reserves the right
to withdraw the discounts be-
ing allowed at any time during
theyear”.
Liquor sellers had filed a pe-

titionintheHighCourtchalleng-
ing the government’s previous
decision to ban discounts. The
court had lastmonth refused to
stay the government’s decision
in this regard.
Reactingtotheconcessionin

liquorprices, those in the liquor
industrysaidthepolicymustbe
consistent in the long term.
VinodGiri, Director General,

Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companies
(CIABC),said:“...TheDelhiexcise
policyexplicitlyandboldlyadvo-
catesfreemarketandpermission
to (offer) discount freely. It was
also amaterial assumption on
which retailers had based their
bids.Hence,wehadreservations
onstoppingdiscounts.Thedeci-
siontoreinstatediscount,evenif
it isupto25%, is thereforeawel-
comestep.Wehope that soon it
isrestoredbacktodiscountingas
(per) the retailer’s wishes.
Besides benefitting Delhi con-
sumers, discounts also reduce
price arbitrage vis a visHaryana
and thus help plug Delhi sales
andrevenue leakage.”

Thereasongivenforstoppingdiscountswasthegatheringof
largecrowdsoutside liquorshopsthatcanaggravate the
Covidsituation,andcause law-and-order issues.Archive

Private shops can nowoffer up to
25%discount on liquor: Govt order

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

LIKE THE rest of the country,
Northwest India recorded the
hottestMarchin122years,with
the averagemaximumtemper-
ature in the region reaching
30.73degreesCelsius thisyear.
Fortheperiodbetween1901

and 2022, this year’s average
maximum temperature for the
month of March surpassed the
previousrecordof30.67degrees
Celsius in 2004. The average
minimum temperature in
Northwest India inMarchwas
15.26 degrees Celsius, the sec-
ondhighestforthemonthinthe
past122years.
Northwest India, including

Delhi,experiencedheatwaves in
March.Delhirecordedheatwave
conditionsfromMarch29-31,and
recordednorainfallfortheentire
month, keeping temperatures
high.Whilewesterndisturbances
did pass acrossNorth India dur-
ingthemonth,theydidnotcarry
enoughmoisturetobringrainfall,
according to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD). The normal amount of
rainfall for theSafdarjungobser-
vatoryinMarchis15.9mm.
The averageminimum and

maximum temperatures were

both above normal inMarch in
Delhi — the averagemaximum
temperature for themonthwas
32.9degreesCelsius,3.3degrees
abovethenormalaverageof29.6
degreesCelsius,andtheaverage
minimumtemperaturewas17.6
degrees Celsius, two degrees
above thenormalaverage.
Theaveragemaximumtem-

perature for the country as a
whole in March was also the
highest in122years—33.10de-
grees Celsius, higher than the
earlier record of 33.09 degrees
CelsiusregisteredinMarch2010.

On Saturday, the capital
recordedamaximumtempera-
ture of 39.4 degrees Celsius, six
degrees above the normal for
this time of the year. At some
weatherobservatories inDelhi-
NCR, the maximum tempera-
turehit40degrees.
At theweather station at the

Ridge, for instance, amaximum
temperature of 40.4 degrees
CelsiuswasrecordedonSaturday.
Najafgarh recorded an even
highermaximumtemperatureof
41.2 degrees Celsius, while
Pitampura in Northwest Delhi

recorded 41 degrees. Gurgaon
recorded40.8degrees. Themin-
imumtemperature recordedon
Saturdaywas17.4 degrees, a de-
greebelowthenormal.
Heatwaveconditionsarefore-

cast forDelhi fromApril 5-8. The
maximumtemperature is likely
to be at around40or41degrees
Celsius during this period. On
Sunday,themaximumtempera-
tureislikelytosettleataround39
degreesCelsius.Clearskiesareon
the forecast for the day, and the
minimumtemperatureislikelyto
be18degreesCelsius.

OnSaturday,Delhi recordedamaximumtemperatureof39.4degreesCelsius, sixdegrees
abovenormal.GajendraYadav

How Partition migrants
made Daryaganj a hub
for Hindi publishers

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

DAYS AFTER an associate of
jailed gangster Sunil alias Tillu
Tajpuriyawasshotdeadinsidea
luxurycarinRohini,policeprobe
has revealed that the murder
conspiracywashatchedfromin-
side Tihar jail allegedly by one
Rohit Moi, an old associate of
slaingangster JitenderGogi.
The rivalry between gangs

led by Tillu and Gogi is among
theoldest inthenationalcapital
region,andhasonlyescalatedaf-
ter the latterwas gunneddown
duringacourthearing.
Tillu’s associate Shekhar

Rana alias Sannata (29) was
gunneddownonMarch23.
Police said they arrested one

GauravKumarinconnectionwith
the latest murder, and during

questioning, he claimed that the
shootersweregivendirectionsby
RohitfrominsideTihar.“Rohitwas
arrested fromGurgaon in 2020
alongwithGogiandKuldeepalias
Fajja.Atthetime,hehadareward
of Rs2 lakhonhishead fromthe
DelhiPoliceandRs1lakhfromthe
HaryanaPolice. Ever sinceGogi’s
murder, Rohit is believed to be

heading thegangandcoordinat-
ing from inside the jail,” a senior
policeofficersaid.
Policehadfoundfootagefrom

twoCCTVcameras—oneshowed
twoattackersshooting11rounds
atShekhar,whowassittinginside
a Jaguar vehicle, and the other
showedtheirfaces.Thisincluded
Gaurav,whowas seen allegedly
conducting a recce outside the
houseof thevictim’sgirlfriend.
“Police identified the two

shootersasGogi’sgangmembers
andteamsareconductingraidsin
Haryana and the outskirts of
Delhitonabthem,”anofficersaid.
During investigation, police

found that the victim, Shekhar,
hadorganisedapartyafterGogi
was killed by two armed as-
sailants, allegedly on Tillu’s be-
hest, on September24 last year.
Videos from the partywent vi-
ral, angeringmembersof theri-

valgang.“Wecametoknowthat
after Gogi was killed, Shekhar
threwapartyandseveralvideos
of him cutting a cake had gone
viral,” anofficer said.
According to police, Gogi’s

associateshavealsobeentarget-
ing other members of Tillu’s
gang, and this is the second
killing in the last twomonths.
Police found that Shekhar

washidinginPunjabafterGogi’s
murder, and had come to Delhi
theweekof hismurder tomeet
hisgirlfriend.Thatnight,hebor-
rowed his friend’s Jaguar and
wenttomeethisgirlfriendather
place in Rohini. Officers said
Gogi’s associates received a tip-
offabouthismovementandfol-
lowedhim.
PolicesaidShekhar’sbrother,

RavinderRana,wasalsokilledin
2019,allegedlybyGogi’sassoci-
ateFajja.

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

FIVE YEARS ago, inMarch 2017,
Raj Kapoor's filmsMera Naam
JokerandSangamwerescreened
at Regal Cinema as a sign off for
the theatre. In 1932,when it be-
gan operations— as a venue for
ballets, plays and talkies — the
late director’s father, Prithviraj

Kapoor,usedtostageshowshere.
Asayoungboy,Rajwouldaccom-
pany him on those jaunts. So,
whenhegrewupinstatureasan
actor anddirector, hemade sure
all hismovieswere screened at
Regal. Not only this, the Oscar-
winningGonewiththeWindhad
its Indianpremiereherein1940.
Onceconsideredalandmark,

the building in Connaught Place
hasnotbeenabletosustainitself

post the closing down of the
eponymoustheatre—literallyas
wellasmetaphorically.
Earlier this week, the Delhi

HighCourtorderedrepairstopre-
serveitsstructuralintegrity.After
goingthroughareportsubmitted
by IIT-Delhi, Justice Sanjeev
Sachdeva remarked: “Thebuild-
ing is a heritage building and, as
such,theheritagestructureofthe
buildinghas tobeprotectedand

preserved.”
Thethree-storeybuildingwas

designed by architect Walter
SykesGeorge,whohelpedEdwin
LutyensandHerbertBakerinde-
signing the capital complex. The
designisafusionofGeorgianand
Mughalarchitecture.
Till the90s,Regal retained its

placeasacapitalhotspot—athe-
atre adornedwith artwork and
among the few thatwould host

press screeningsandpremieres;
the Standard restaurantwith its
helpings of espresso coffee; and
Regal’sownsnackbar.India’sfirst
discotheque, The Cellar, was
opened at one end, alongwith a
cafe called Parlour in themid-
1960s. But years rolled by and
Regal came down frombeing a
genteel establishment to a run-
downbuilding,infamousequally
forrowdyhawkersasforthepick-

pockets who operated on the
pavementsoutside.
OnceRegalCinemawasshut,

its owners announced a plan to
open amultiplex instead. “With
timeeverythingchangesand it’s
hightimeforRegaltoclosedown
andopenagain inanewavatar,”
VishalChaudhary,oneofitsown-
erswasquotedassayingin2017.
Thesameyear, thebuilding’s

first and second floors were

leased out toMadameTussauds
toopenthefamedwaxmuseum.
Butacoupleofyearsdown,itshut
too.AspokespersonfromMerlin
Entertainment,whichownedthe
museum, said, “Even though it
wasaprimelocation,therewere
manyissues—encroachmentby
streetvendors,hawkers,parking
issues, and the place being
crowded andunsafe for visiting
familieswithyoungchildren.”

It shutdownin2017.Archive

HC HAD ORDERED REPAIRS TO PRESERVE HERITAGE STRUCTURE OF BUILDING

Premier theatre, now crumbling: Revisiting once-famous Regal Cinema

1heldfor
vandalising
USembassy
signboard
NewDelhi:Thesignboard
outside theUS embassy
was vandalised, with a
poster put up sporting
a message against US
PresidentJoeBiden,police
said,addingthatoneper-
sonhasbeenarrestedand
anFIR lodged. TheHindu
Senaclaimedresponsibil-
ity for the act. DCP (New
Delhi)AmruthaGuguloth
said:“Theaccused,Pawan
Kumar,hasbeenarrested.
Hedisclosed that he and
Vishnu Gupta (Hindu
Senanational president),
arrived near theUS em-
bassyandoninstructions
of Gupta, he pasted a
posteron thesignboard.”
In a statement issued
Friday, Gupta claimed
members of his outfit
protested against the
“continuous bullying of
India byUSPresident Joe
Biden’sadministration”.

IIT-Delhigets
indoorsports
complex
New Delhi: IIT-Delhi
Fridaygota“world-class”
indoor sports complex
spread over 2,000 sqm.
Named after and built
withthesupportof1995
batch alumnus Saurabh
Mittal who contributed
Rs 10 crore, it’s a three-
storeyACcomplexhous-
ing four badminton
courts, two squash
courts, two table tennis
halls,anopen-airtheatre,
aconferenceroomanda
terracegarden.

4thievessteal
Rs13lakh
fromATM
Gurgaon:Four thieves al-
legedlystoleRs13.28lakh
fromanATMof aprivate
bank in Gurgaon Friday.
Policesaidtheaccusedare
yet to be identified, and
probe found that they
usedagascutter tobreak
intotheATMandsprayed
paint on CCTVs before
fleeing.ENS

BRIEFLY

Gang hit planned from inside Tihar,
police raids on to catch two shooters

GrabfromCCTVfootage
showsoneof the2shooters
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NEPAL’S1STBROAD-GAUGEPASSENGERSERVICE

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

AFTER EIGHT years of work,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
and his Nepal counterpart Sher
Bahadur Deuba jointly flagged
off thecross-bordertrainservice
between Bihar’s Jayanagar and
Nepal’s Kurtha, with the Hindu
pilgrimage city of Janakpur
Dham—themythicalbirthplace
of Sita — in between, through
video linkonSaturday.
ThisisgoingtobeNepal’sfirst

broadgaugepassengertrainserv-
ice, all of which has been hand-
heldbyIndiafromthestart.
Part of the 68.73-km

Jaynagar-Bardibas train service
from Nepal side beyond
Janakpurhadtobestoppeddue
to flooding of some railway
bridges in 2001, while service
from Janakpur to Jaynagar con-
tinued until March 2014when
IndiaandNepaldecidedtogofor
converting the entire narrow
gauge link intobroadgauge.
“PMDeubajiandIalsoagreed

togiveprioritytotradeandcross-
borderconnectivity initiatives in
allrespects.Thebeginningof the
Jayanagar-Kurtharaillineisapart
of this,” Modi said at the joint
pressmeetwithDeuba inDelhi.
“Suchschemeswillmakeagreat
contribution for smooth, hassle-
freeexchangeofpeoplebetween
thetwocountries.”
The project is being funded

by the Ministry of External
Affairs,asthelineisasmalllinkto
the larger scheme of things in
deepeningIndia’stieswithNepal
through Railways—people and
freightmovement— bypassing
theinfluenceofotherneighbour-
ingcountriesinthisstrategically
vital region, sourcessaid.
“We both are confident that

further connectivity projects,
roads, railways, cangain further

momentum. Likewise Prime
Minister Modi and I have dis-
cussed further cooperation in
civil aviation,”Deubasaid.
Thenextstretchof17kmfrom

KurthatoBijalpuraisalsogetting
finishing touches. For the rest of
theportionuptoBardibas,landis
beinghandedovertoIRCON.
The rail link line has been

popular since the early 20th
Century.TheBritishhadbuiltthe
narrow gauge line in 1937 to
ferry cargo, mainly logs, from
Nepal to India. However, over
time, it became a popular pas-
senger service for people of the
twocountries.

The Jayanagar-Bijalpura-
Bardibas rail project passes
throughMadhubani district of
Biharandagriculturalanddensely
populated districts of Dhanusa,
MahottariandSirahainNepal.
In the first phase, Inerva,

Khajuri, Mahinathpur halt,
Baidehi, Careha halt, and
Janakpur Dham stations have
beenbuiltbetweenthecomplete
Jayanagar-Kurtha rail section.
Customcheck-pointshavebeen
createdatJayanagarinIndiaand
Innerva in Nepal. The Jaynagar
station has a parallel station
building operated by Nepal
RailwayCompanyfor this line.

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithhisNepalcounterpart
SherBahadurDeuba inNewDelhionSaturday.PraveenKhanna

Modi,Deuba jointly flag
off cross-border train

Tiesontrack
NEWDELHIisfooting
theconstructionbillof
Rs784croreforthe
entire68.73-kmtrack
betweenBihar’s
JaynagarandNepal’sBardibas
asagranttotheneighbouring
country. It’sanout-and-out
IndiashowwithRailway-arm
IRCONcarryingoutthede-
signandconstructionandan-
otherPSU,theKonkan

RailwayCorporation
Limited(KRCL),slated
tohelptheNepal
RailwayCompanyin
operationsandmainte-

nance, includingtrainingof
manpower.KRCLhasalready
suppliedtwosetsof1,600
horsepowerDieselElectric
MultipleUnitpassenger
trainstorunatatopspeedof
100kmph.

Jaipur blast plot: Houses of 5 accused razed in MP
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL,APRIL2

THE RATLAM district adminis-
tration in Madhya Pradesh
Friday demolished alleged ille-
gal homes and constructions
erectedbyfiveof thesixaccused
heldrecentlyonchargesofplot-
tingserialblasts in Jaipur.
While the Rajasthan Police

hadarrestedthreeof themfrom
Chittorgarh onWednesday fol-
lowing alleged discovery of ex-
plosivesduring a routine check,
the next day, the Madhya
Pradesh Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) had detained 25 people
and arrested three others from
Ratlam city. Theywere handed

over to the Rajasthan Police for
further investigation.
The six accused have been

identified as Imran Khan,
AltamashKhan,ZubairFakheer,
Amin Khan, Amin Sherani and
Saifuddin.
Ratlam District Collector

PurushottamKumarsaid,"Illegal
encroachmentsbytheseoffend-
ersweredemolished.Actionwill
continue against several other
sympathisersaswell."
Indemolitionscarriedout in

Ratlam throughout Friday, po-
lice razed the house and poul-
try farm of Imran, a resident of
Mohan Nagar. Khan has previ-
ous cases against him under
three sections of the IPC, be-
sides three cases under the

UnlawfulActivities(Prevention)
Act. According to police, the
conspiracy for the blasts was
hatched at his farm.
Police also demolished a

bungalow of Altamash Khan
(26) in Shauranipur area. Khan
has beenbooked in seven cases
over the last 12 years and faces
variouscharges, includingthose
undereightdifferentsectionsof
theUAPAandtheExplosivesAct.
ZubairFakreb(34),aresident

of Anand Colony, has two cases
under the UAPA and Explosives
Act, registered since 2014. The
frontportionofhishouse,which
had allegedly been erected ille-
gally,was razed.
Similarly,thefrontportionof

the house of Amin Khan, who

hasthreepreviouscasesagainst
him,wasalsodemolished.
Amin Patel, a resident of

Vikram Nagar who has seven
casesagainsthim,hadallegedly
illegally occupied government
landandconstructedhishouse
on it.
Madhya Pradesh Home

Minister NarottamMishra said
Imranwas a hardcore criminal.
"Hestartedhisactivities in2014
throughsocial programmes.He
was under watch and also
wantedtogotoSyria.Hewasput
behind bars for a year. He then
sentthreeofhismenwithexplo-
sives toRajasthan,"Mishrasaid.
The demolitions came the

same day as Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan held a

meetingwithMishra and state
police officials, where the ad-
ministrationwas instructed to
teach a “befitting lesson” to
criminals, especially those in-
volvedincrimesagainstwomen,
themarginalisedandpoor.
OnthelinesofUttarPradesh

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
who came to be celebrated as
‘Bulldozer Baba’ during the re-
cent Assembly elections for his
government's"tough"stanceon
criminals,Chouhanisnowbeing
referredtoinMadhyaPradeshas
‘BulldozerMama’.
“Uncle’s bulldozer has al-

waysworked.Itwon’tstoptillall
criminals are swept away. We
won’t spare anti-social ele-
ments,”Chouhansaid recently.

VAIBHAVJHA
AHMEDABAD,APRIL2

ADDRESSING A rally in
Ahmedabadduringhis two-day
visit to Gujarat, where elections
are scheduled later this year,
Delhi Chief Minister and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) convenor
ArvindKejriwalonSaturdaysaid
that he will end corruption in
Gujarat if given a chance to rule
the state. Kejriwal and Punjab
Chief Minister BhagwantMann
held amassive roadshow in the
Nikol area of Ahmedabad on
Saturdayevening,wheretheAAP
convenorsaidhehascometothe
state to“makeGujaratiswin”.
The roadshow started from

Mata Khodiyar temple inNikol
and ended in Bapunagar under
heavypolice presence after AAP
Gujarat workers submitted a
complainttotheAhmedabadpo-
lice commissioner stating that
Kejriwalwasissuedthreats.
“Idon’tknowhowtodopoli-

ticsbutIdoknowhowtoendcor-
ruption.Wehavefinishedcorrup-
tioninDelhi.Todayifyougotoany
office inDelhi, youdon’t have to

pay bribe. Similarly, Bhagwant
MannendedcorruptioninPunjab
in mere ten days of his gover-
nance...” saidKejriwal.He added
that he has come to Gujarat to
makeGujaratiwin.
“We ended corruption in

Punjab within 10 days and BJP

hasnotbeenabletodothesame
in Gujarat for the past 25 years.
Today I have not come to bad-
mouth any party... I have come
tomake Gujarat and Gujaratis
win.GiveachancetoAAP, if you
don’tlikeusduringourfiveyears
of work then you can anyway

bring these people back to
power,” saidKejriwal.
On the occasion,Mann said,

“Todayallofyouhavecomewith
Tricolour,soitisclearthatyouall
are patriots. If there is anyone
anti-nationalthenitisthosewho
aretryingtodividethepatriots.”

At rally in Ahmedabad, Kejriwal says
will end graft in Gujarat if given chance

ArvindKejriwalandBhagwantMann, theChiefMinistersofDelhiandPunjab, respectively,
ataroadshowinAhmedabadonSaturday.NirmalHarindran
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ATTACKINGTHEBJP-ledcentral
government over the rise in
pricesofessentialcommodities,
including fuel, fertilizer and
medicines, the Congress on
Saturday said “the BJP is taking
itselectoralvictoriesasalicence
to lootpeople”.
Itclaimedthatbyhikingprices

of several commodities, thegov-
ernment has put a burdenof Rs
1.25-lakhcroreonthepeople.
“ThepriceofDAPbagof50kg

hasbeenincreasedbyRs150per
bag.India’sfarmersbuy1.20-lakh
crore tonnes of DAP every year.
Theadditionalburdenonfarmer
comes to Rs 3,600 crores.
Likewise,thepriceofNPKSbagof

50 kg has been increased by Rs
110perbag,puttinganadditional
burden to the tune of Rs 3,740
croresonfarmer,”Congresscom-
munication department head
Randeep Surjewala told a press
conference.
Hesaidaccordingtothegov-

ernment's Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell, India's con-
sumption of Petrol in 2020-21
was 27,969 thousand metric
tonnes.“AtapriceincreaseofRs
7.20 per litre, the additional
yearly burden onpeople comes
toRs20,138crores,”hesaid.
SurjewalasaidtheModigov-

ernment has earned Rs 26-lakh
croreineightyearsbyincreasing
excise duty on petrol and diesel
alone.Inthelasteightyearsofthe
BJP rule, the commercial LPG
cylinderhas seenamassivehike
ofRs845,hesaid.OnFriday,price
washikedbyRs250percylinder.
“At a price increase of Rs

140.50 per cylinder, the addi-
tional yearly burden on people
comes to Rs 27,095 crores, he
claimed.Similar is thecasewith
CNG, piped gas, toll tax on
National Highways and medi-
cines. Buildingmaterial, white
goods and cars have also be-
come costlier as all companies
have announced price hikes
from April 1,” he said, adding,
“there isnotasinglesphereof a
citizen's life,wherepriceshave
not increased”.

BJP taking poll wins as licence to
loot people: Cong on price rise

Randeep
Surjewala

Now left in the dust
by BJP in RS polls,
‘allies’ Congress,
AIUDF sling mud
TORAAGARWALA
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

TWODAYSaftertheRajyaSabha
polls inAssaminwhichtheBJP-
ledNDAcoalitionwonboth the
seats, amidst allegations of
Opposition cross-voting, a war
of words erupted between the
Congress and All India United
Democratic Front (AIUDF).
The NDA had the numbers

for winning only one seat. The
fact that it won a second one
Thursdaywasanindicationthat
at least sevenOppositionMLAs
broke ranks to vote for the BJP
and its alliance partner, United
People’sPartyLiberal (UPPL).
While one MLA (South

Karimganj legislator Siddique
Ahmed)wrote “one” instead of
theprescribed“1”, leadingtothe
cancellationofhisvote, theiden-
tityoftheothersixturncoatsisstill
not clear, leading tomudslinging
betweentheCongressandAIUDF.
Thelatestdust-upisacontin-

uationof theon-again, off-again
relationship between the
CongressandBadruddinAjmal’s
AIUDF. Since 2020, they have
been trying to patch up an al-
liancetoousttheBJPfromAssam.
However, the relationship has
been rocky. They tied up for the
2021 Assembly elections; but
splittwomonthsaftertheresults
returningtheBJPtopower.Now,
theyannouncedajointcandidate
for theRajyaSabhapolls, butare
bickeringagainafterdefeat.
Fridaymorning beganwith

Congress spokespersonManjit
Mahantaallegingthatfivelegisla-
tors of theAIUDFhad “entered”
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s residenceat6am, insin-
uatingtheyhadvotedfortheNDA.
In response, the AIUDF

movedabreachofprivilegemo-
tion against the Congress in the
Assembly,sayingtheywere“in-
sulted”bytheallegation.“Allour
15 legislators voted for the
united Opposition candidate,

Ripun Bora. There are internal
differences within the Assam
Congress, and it is a section of
themwhovoted for theBJP,” al-
legedAIUDFMLAAminulIslam.
CongressMLAandLeaderof

Opposition Debabrata Saikia
counteredthatCongresslegisla-
tors “believed in in our own
party”. “Apart from the one
whose vote was rejected, rest
were loyal,” saidSaikia.
Flailing tostayrelevant in the

face of theBJP’smight, Congress
may see anoption in theAIUDF,
butthetwoarehardlynaturalal-
lies.TheAIUDFhasalargesupport
base among Bengali-origin
MuslimsofAssam,andispopular
in lowerAssamandBarakValley.
However, asAkhil RanjanDutta,
whoheads the Political Science
Department at Gauhati
University, points out, tying up
withAIUDF comes at the cost of
alienatingvotersofUpperAssam.
UpperAssam,whichliesatheart
ofstate’sethnicsub-nationalism,
isrepresentedbythe“indigenous”
Assameseandcaste-Hinduvote.
“Smallerregionalpartieslike

the Asom Jatiya Parishad and
Akhil Gogoi’s Raijor Dal, which
the Congress has been trying to
ally with, are also anti-AIUDF,”
addsDutta.
ManyintheCongresstoohave

beenopposedtoanalliancewith
theAIUDFon the samegrounds.
Says a senior Congress leader:
“...Time and again,wemake the
mistakeofallyingwiththem.But
in reality, many of us never
wantedthisalliance,butwearea
minoritywithintheparty.”

ASSAM

AIUDFchiefBadruddinAjmal

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,APRIL2

WITH ASSEMBLY elections in
Rajasthan just over one-and-a-
half years away, the principal
OppositionBJPhasstartedfocus-
ing on the state’s easternpart, a
region where it had suffered
massive losses in the 2018polls
that led to theCongress coming
topower.
OnSaturday,BJPpresidentJP

Nadda visited SawaiMadhopur
district in eastern Rajasthan to
attend a programme involving

prominent people from the
Scheduled Tribe (ST) commu-
nity,whichwasorganisedbythe
stateparty’s STMorcha.
The eastern Rajasthan dis-

tricts,includingBharatpur,Sawai
Madhopur,Dholpur,Karauliand
Dausa, havehigh concentration
of theSCandSTpopulation.
“The focus of the visit of the

BJPnationalpresidentisoneast-
ern Rajasthan. This is the first
time that a BJP national presi-
denthascometoRajasthantodi-
rectly reach out to the ST com-
munity. SixteenAssembly seats
from Bharatpur, Dausa and

Sawai Madhopur are being
specifically targeted as these
havehighMeena(tribe)popula-
tion.Those fromthe tribal com-
munitywhoarenotpartywork-
ers but identify with the BJP
ideologyhavealsobeeninvited,”
Jitendra Meena, head of the
Rajasthan BJP ST Morcha, had
then told The Indian Express,
addingthatthestateBJPwillalso
undertake introspection to as-
certainwhytheparty lostama-
jorityofseatsfromthisregionin
thepreviousAssemblypolls.
In 2018, the BJP could win

only one seat in the eastern

Rajasthan districts, which to-
gether account for24Assembly
constituencies, of which there
are 10 constituencies reserved
forSCandSTcandidates.TheBJP
lostall thesereservedseats.The
Congress, on the other hand,
swept the region, winning 17
seats in its five districts. The BJP
had also fared poorly in several
other districts in eastern and
south-easternRajasthan,thatin-
cludedAlwarandTonk.
Addressing the Sawai

Madhopurevent,Naddasought
to remind the gathering about
thesaffronparty’srole inensur-

ingdevelopmentoftribalsinthe
stateandthecountry.
“The Congress ruled from

1947 to 1998 and again from
2004...Butyouhadtowaitforthe
AtalBihariVajpayeegovernment
to get aministry for tribals. You
will have to understandwhich
party andwhich leader care for
tribals,” theBJPchief said.
Naddamentionedtribalhe-

roes such as Birsa Munda, and
highlighted the role of
Rajasthan’s Bheel community
in helping Maharana Pratap
duringhis battleswithMughal
emperorAkbar.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister
BasavarajBommaiannouncedRs
5croregrantforthePoliceWelfare
FundonSaturday.Participatingin
the Police FlagDay celebrations,
Bommaisaidcrimecouldonlybe
controlledifthepolicefunctioned
without any compromisewith
crime and criminals. “The state
government isproudof itspolice
forceandIwish it rises tothetop

spotinthecountry,”hesaid.
He said maintaining peace

and order in society and ensur-
ing the security of people was
the duty of the police depart-
ment.“Discipline,efficiencyand
integrityisimportant.Ourpolice
forceisknownforitsconscience,
impartiality and humanitarian
qualities,”Bommai said.
Hailing the role of forensic

laboratories in crime detection
and nabbing criminals, he said
policestationswithforensic,nar-
cotics and cyber labs had been

openedinBengaluru.
Bommai also instructed the

DCsandSPsofalldistrictstotake
necessarymeasures to ensure
peaceful celebration of
'Hosathodaku'. “Festivals should
becelebratedwithoutanydisrup-
tioninlawandorder,”hesaid.
On a question about a cam-

paignbysomepro-Hinduoutfits
againsthalalmeat,Bommaisaid
officials had been instructed to
holdpeacemeetings intheirar-
eas to ensure peaceful celebra-
tionof the festival.

AHEADOFASSEMBLYELECTIONSNEXTYEAR

BJP focuses on eastern Rajasthan, Nadda kicks off outreach

BJPnationalpresident JP
Nadda inSawaiMadhopur,
Rajasthan.PTI
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DESCRIBINGTHECentre’s deci-
sion of lifting the Armed Forces
SpecialPowersAct(AFSPA)from
“major areas” of Assam,
NagalandandManipurasa“rev-
olutionary step”, Union Law
MinisterKirenRijijuonSaturday
saidthatforthefirsttime,itisfelt
thattheNortheasthasjoinedthe
mainstreamof thecountry.
Addressing a press confer-

ence at the BJP headquarters,
Rijiju said that in the remaining
fewplaceswhere the law is still
in force, things will be back to
normal soon.
“For the first time, it is felt

thattheNortheasthasjoinedthe
mainstream.Recently,adecision
hasbeentakento lift theArmed
Forces Special Powers Act from
themajorareasof threestatesof
Northeast —Assam, Nagaland
andManipur—,which is a revo-
lutionarystep.”
Rijiju said that lifting of the

AFSPA means that peace has
beenrestored in thoseareas.
He said that AFSPA was

broughtinviewof insurgencyin
Naga areas in 1958. “This has a
longhistory.Aftersomanyyears,
peacehasbeenrestoredinthose
areas,”hesaid.
Rijiju said that few areas are

still left where the AFSPA is in
force but thingswill be back to
normalinthoseareassoon.With
this,thevisionofPrimeMinister
NarendraModi tomake north-
east AFSPA-free will be com-
pleted, he said, adding that the
people of northeast including
civilsocietymembershavewel-
comedthismove,whileexpress-
inggratitudetowardsthePrime
Minister for themove.
Rijiju,whoisaLokSabhaMP

from Arunachal Pradesh, said
that several important agree-
ments including Bodo Accord,
NLFT, Bru-Reang Agreement
havebeenreachedinthelastfew
years.“PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi's two-pronged approach
of development and dialogue
withinsurgentgroupsindealing
withvariouschallengesinthere-
gionhaspaiddividends,”hesaid.
He attacked the Congress

and said that the party had left
the region“devastated”.
On March 31, 2022, Home

Minister Amit Shah had an-
nounced lifting of the AFSPA
fromthecertainareasofAssam,
NagalandandManipur.

DefenceMinisterRajnath
SinghwithAirChief
MarshalVRChaudhari, the
Chief ofAirStaff, in
HyderabadonSaturday.PTI

Underlining
supply issues,
Rajnath pushes
for indigenous
defence tech

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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IN THE backdrop of India’s de-
fencerequirementscomingun-
derstressamidRussianinvasion
of Ukraine, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Saturday un-
derlinedsupplyconstraintseven
ashepushedfor indigenousde-
fence technology.
“Thesedays, therehavebeen

challenges in ensuring supply
lines. External situation has af-
fected the serviceability of criti-
cal weapons and equipment.
Therefore,weareleavingnostone
unturnedtoachieveself-reliance.
Earlier, thecountrywasdepend-
entonimports fromothercoun-
triestobolsterthedefencesector.
This government believes in
strengtheningourownshoulders
toprotectourselves.Wearemak-
ingsurethatIndiaisnotdepend-
entonanyone,”Singhsaidwhile
addressing an IAF event in
Hyderabad tocommemorate60
yearsofChetakhelicopters.
India importsmajority of its

defenceequipmentfromRussia.
Thesesupplieshavecomeunder
pressureduetotheongoingwar.
Underliningtheimportanceof

astrongsecurityapparatusforna-
tions tomaintain peace in the
world, he stated that in the last
few years, the government has
created an environmentwhich
hasenabledtheArmedForces,sci-
entists anddefencemanufactur-
erstothinkpro-activelyandmove
forward on the path ofmaking
Indiastrongandself-reliant.
Singhcalledforfast-tracking

of design and development of
helicopters in India.
“According to an estimate,

thereisademandformorethan
1,000 civilian helicopters in the
countryandanequalnumberof
helicoptersinthedefencesector.
Weneedtoexploitthishugepo-
tential in thehelicoptermarket.
Inaddition,weneedtomakeef-
forts to strengthen India’s claim
in theRotarywingdomain. The
era ischanging. Iamsurethat in
the times to come, we will be
more bright, strong and com-
pletely self-reliant,”hesaid.

UnionLaw
Minister
KirenRijiju

With AFSPA lifting,
Northeast has joined
mainstream: Rijiju

Bommai announces Rs 5 cr for police welfare

New Delhi
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THEPREVAILINGpolitical situa-
tioninthecountryisinfavourof
theBJPbut theparty is not con-
sidering early elections in
Karnataka, party general secre-
taryCTRavisaidafterstatecore

committee meeting on Friday
thatwaschairedbyUnionHome
MinisterAmitShah.
“The current political situa-

tion is in favour of the BJP. The
Congresspartyisinashambles.If
weworkatthegroundlevelthen
wecanwinmore than150seats
inKarnataka,”theBJPgeneralsec-
retary said. “Our party is always
poll-ready but the electionswill
takeplaceasperscheduleonlyin
April2023.AmitShahjihasgiven
us instructions topreparea road
map for the next year,” he said.
BothRaviandstateBJPpresident
Nalin Kumar Kateel said there
wasnodiscussiononCabinetex-
pansionorleadershipchange.

Not considering early
polls in Karnataka: BJP
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SXfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSXIYfSX
IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Af¶fIYfSXe Af¹fb¢°f, SXfþÀ±ff³f, CXQ¹f´fbS

Af¶fIYfSXe ·f½f³f,2-¦fbd³f¹ff½ff»ff, ´fa¨f½fMXe, CXQ¹f´fbSX-313001
IiY¸ffÔIY ´fÔ. 32 (¶fe) (1)Af¶f/E»f/2022/3730 dQ³ffaIY : 02.04.2022

Af¶fIYfSXe EUÔ ¸fô-ÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f U¿fÊ 2022-23 EUÔ U¿fÊ 2023-24 IZY °fWX°f ¸fdQSXf IYe
dSXMXZ»f AfgRY IY¸´fûdþMX QbIYf³fûÔ IZY A³fbÄff´fÂf WXZ°fb BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe Af¸fÔÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff : -

ÀfUÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS I e AfÄff Ii ¸ffÔI ´f.4(1) dU°f/Af¶f/2022 dQ³ffÔI 05.02.2022 IZ õfSf Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸fô-ÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f U¿fÊ 2022-23 EUÔ U¿fÊ 2023-
24 I f d³f²ffÊS¯f dI ¹ff ¦f¹ff W`Ü ³fed°f IZ A³fbÀffS ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f Qû U¿fÊ 2022-23 U 2023--24 (1 A´fi`»f, 2022 ÀfZ 31 ¸ff¨fÊ, 2024 °fI ) IZ d»fE dI ¹ff þf³ff W`Ü ³fed°f IZ d³fQZVffÊ³fbÀffS ³fUe³feI S¯f
ÀfZ VfZ¿f SWe ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ IZ d»fE Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ³fe»ff¸fe õfSf ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f dI ¹ff þf³ff W`, BÀf WZ°fb ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS IZ C´fIi ¸f E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe (BÊ-¶fû»fe) ´fidI ¹ff ÀfZ
¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f I S³fZ W Z°fb dUd·f³³f ¨fS¯fûÔ ¸fZÔ d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS BÊ-¶fû»fe Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W` :
1. Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ³fe»ff¸fe IYf¹fÊIiY¸f :

2. ³fe»ff¸fe EI I f¹fÊ dQUÀf ¸fZÔ ³¹fc³f°f¸f ´ffÔ¨f §f¯MZ I e Wû¦fe EUa CÀfIZ ´fV¨ff°f þ¶f °fI ¶fû»fe, »f¦f°fe SWZ °f¶f °fI 20 d¸f³fM IZ A³f³°f dUÀ°ffS (indefinite extension) °fI þfSe
SWZ¦feÜ

3. ¶fû»feQf°ff I û I ¸f ÀfZ I ¸f ÷ . 10,000/- A±fUf ÷ . 10,000 IZ ¦fb¯ffÔI ¸fZ ¶fPÞfI S ¶fû»fe »f¦ff³fe Wû¦feÜ
4. ¶fû»feQf°ff EI ¶ffS ¸fZÔ dSþUÊ ´fifBÀf/d´fL»fe ¶fû»fe ÀfZ 10 ´fid°fVf°f ÀfZ Ad²fI SfdVf ¶fPÞfI S ¶fû»fe ³fWe »f¦ff ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ
5. QZVfe ¸fdQSf, SfþÀ±ff³f d³fd¸fÊ°f ¸fdQSf (RML), ·ffS°f d³fd¸fÊ°f dUQZVfe ¸fdQSf (IMFL) EUÔ ¶fe¹fS I e I ¸´fûdþM QbI f³fûÔ I f dþ»fZUfS U ³fe»ff¸fe I e dQ³ffÔI UfS dUUS¯f EUÔ C³fIZ AfUZQ³f

Vfb»I , ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf EUÔ A¸ff³f°f SfdVf I f dUUS¯f dU·ff¦fe¹f UZ¶fÀffBÊM https://rajexcise.gov.in EUÔ E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM https://www.mstcecom-
merce.com ´fS ³fe»ff¸fe I e d³f¹f°f dQ³ffÔI ÀfZ 03 dQUÀf ´fcUÊ ÀfZ C´f»f¶²f SWZ¦ffÜ

6. BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe WZ°fb ÀfUÊ´fi±f¸f B¨LbI ¶fû»feQf°ff I û E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM https://www.mstcecommerce.com ´fS EI ¶ffSe¹f Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ´fÔþeI S¯f (SdþÀMÑZVf³f)
I S³ff Wû¦ff, dþÀfÀfZ Af¶fI fSe ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f U¿fÊ 2022-23 ¸fZÔ Wû³fZ Uf»fe QbI f³fûÔ I e Àf¸fÀ°f ³fe»ffd¸f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f d»f¹ff þf ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ

7. EIY¶ffSXe¹f ´fÔþeIYSX¯f:- ¶fû»feQf°ff I û E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS ´fÔþeI S¯f IZ d»f¹fZ ´fZ³fI fOÊ ³f¸¶fS QþÊ I S³ff Ad³fUf¹fÊ Wû¦ffÜ Af²ffS I fOÊ I f ³f¸¶fS B³Qifþ I S³ff
U`I d»´fI Wû¦ffÜ ¶fû»feQf°ff B³f QÀ°ffUZþ IZ ³f¸¶fS B³Qifþ I S³fZ ´fS »ffgd¦f³f AfBÊ.Oe. U ´ffÀfUfOÊ þ³fSZM I S EI ¶ffSe¹f ´fÔþeI S¯f ´fidIi ¹ff ´fc¯fÊ I S ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ Àff±f We ¶fû»feQf°ff I û ´fW¨ff³f
EUÔ ´f°fZ IZ ´fi¸ff¯f ÀUø ´f Af²ffS I fOÊ ¹ff d³fUfÊ¨f³f dU·ff¦f õfSf þfSe R ûMû ´fdS¨f¹f ´fÂf ¹ff OÑfBÊdUÔ¦f »ffBÊÀfZÔÀf I e ÀU: ´fi¸ffd¯f°f ´fid°f A´f»fûO I S³fe Wû¦feÜ I ¸´f³fe/R ¸fÊ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ CÀfÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f QÀ°ffUZþ ·fe A´f»fûO I Sf³ff AfUV¹fI Wû¦ffÜ EI ¶ffSe¹f ´fÔþeI S¯f I Sf d»f¹ff W` C³WZÔ ´fb³f: EI ¶ffSe¹f ´faªfeI S¯f I S³ff Af½fV¹fI ³fWeÔ W`Ü

8. ´fi°¹fZI ¶fû»feQf°ff I û E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. IZ ´fûMÊ»f ´fS EI ¶ffSe¹f ´fÔþeI S¯f IZ Àf¸f¹f 1500/- ø . I f ´fÔþe¹f³f Vfb»I þ¸ff I Sf³ff Wû¦ffÜ ¹fW Vfb»I ´fÔþeI S¯f ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f ¸ffW (dþÀf ¸ffW ¸fZÔ
EI ¶ffSe¹f ´fÔþeI S¯f I Sf¹ff ¦f¹ff W`) I e ³fe»ff¸fe ´fidIi ¹ff ¸fZÔ I f¸f ¸fZÔ d»f¹ff þf ÀfIZ ¦ff EUÔ ¶fû»feQf°ff IZ AfUZQ³f Vfb»I ¸fZÔ Àf¸ff¹fûdþ°f dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ ¹fdQ ¶fû»feQf°ff ³fZ CÀf ¸ffW ¸fZa dI Àfe
·fe ³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f ³fWeÔ d»f¹ff W` °fû ¹fW SfdVf Af¦ff¸fe ¸ffWûÔ ¸fZÔ BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe AfUZQ³f Vfb»I IZ ´fZM Z Àf¸ff¹fûþ³f ¹fû¦¹f ³fWeÔ Wû¦fe EUÔ MSTC õfSf SfþI û¿f ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf¹fe þf¹fZ¦feÜ

9. AfUZQ³f:-QbI f³fûÔ I f dUUS¯f ´fiQdVfÊ°f Wû³fZ IZ Àff±f We B¨LbI ¶fû»feQf°ff QbI f³fûÔ I f ¨f¹f³f I S Afg³f»ffB³f ³fe»ff¸fe (BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe) WZ°fb AfUZQ³f I S ÀfIZ Ô¦fZÜ QbI f³f I f ¨f¹f³f ³fe»ff¸fe WZ°fb
d³f¹f°f dQ½fÀf I û ³fe»ff¸fe WZ°fb d³f¹f°f Àf¸f¹f Àf¸ffd~ ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ °fI dI ¹ff ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü ´fS³°fb MSTC I e ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS ¶fû»feQf°ff IZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ½ffg»fZM ¸fZÔ ´f¹ffÊ~ SfdVf ªf¸ff Wû³ff Af½fV¹fI
W`Ü

10. ³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ W Z°fb B¨LbI AfUZQI õfSf Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ¸fdQSf QbI f³f WZ°fb d³f²ffÊdS°f AfUZQ³f Vfb»I EUÔ A¸ff³f°f SfdVf E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. õfSf ¶fû»feQf°ff IZ »ffgd¦f³f ´fS C´f»f¶²f I Sf¹fZ ¦f¹fZ
Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Ufg»fZM ¸fZÔ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fidIi ¹ff IZ °fW°f þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦fe dþÀfIZ Af²ffS ´fS UW BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ ³fe»ff¸fe IZ Àf¸f¹f ¶fû»feQf°ff IZ Ufg»fZM ¸fZÔ UfÔdL°f AfUZQ³f Vfb»I EUÔ
»f¦ffBÊ þf³fZ Uf»fe ¶fû»fe SfdVf IZ A³fbø ´f A¸ff³f°f SfdVf C´f»f¶²f Wû³fe Ad³fUf¹fÊ W `Ü

11. Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ W Z°fb B¨LbI AfUZQI õfSf ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ I f ¨f¹f³f I S AfUZQ³f Vfb»I EUÔ A¸ff³f°f SfdVf ¹f±ffÀfÔ·fU ³fe»ff¸fe I e d°fd±f ÀfZ EI dQUÀf ´fW»fZ Sf°f 11.59 °fI
MSTC I e UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS ¶fû»feQf°ff IZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Ufg»fZM ¸fZÔ þ¸ff Wû þf³fe ¨ffdW¹fZÜ EZÀff I S³fZ ÀfZ ¶fû»feQf°ff dUd·f³³f ´fiI fS I e °fI ³feI e Àf¸fÀ¹ffAûÔ ÀfZ ¶f¨f ÀfIZ ¦fZÜ

12. AfUZQ³f Vfb»I U A¸ff³f°f SfdVf Afg³f»ffBÊ³f/BÔMS³fZM ¶f`ÔdI ¦f IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ þ¸ff I Sf¹fZ þf ÀfI °fZ W`Ü
13. ¶fû»feQf°ff EI ÀfZ Ad²fI QbI f³fûÔ IZ d»fE BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ EI ÀfZ Ad²fI QbI f³fûÔ I e ³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ W Z°fb ¶fû»feQf°ff I û ´fi°¹fZI QbI f³f WZ°fb ´fÈ±fI -´fÈ±fI AfUZQ³f Vfb»I

U A¸ff³f°f SfdVf þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦feÜ
14. U¿fÊ 2022-23 IZ d»f¹fZ ³fe»ff¸fe WZ°fb ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ (I ¸´fûdþM) IZ d»fE A´fid°fQZ¹f (Non-refundable) AfUZQ³f Vfb»I d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS d³f²ffÊdS°f W` :

15. A¸ff³f°f SfdVf (Earnest Money) -
´fi°¹fZI QbI f³f IZ d»f¹fZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ W Z°fb d³f²ffÊdS°f ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþ½fÊ ´fifBÊÀf I e 2 ´fid°fVf°f SfdVf A¸ff³f°f SfdVf IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ AfUZQ³f IZ Àff±f þ¸ff I Sf¹fe þf³fe W`Ü d¶fO SfdVf IZ A³fbÀffS
Ad°fdSö A¸ff³f°f SfdVf ·fe þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦feÜ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ Dynamic A¸ff³f°f SfdVf I f ´fifU²ff³f SJf ¦f¹ff W`Ü
U¿fÊ 2022-23 ÀfZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ³fe»ff¸fe ´fidIi ¹ff ¸fZÔ Dynamic A¸ff³f°f SfdVf I f ´fifU²ff³f SJf ¦f¹ff W`Ü ´fi°¹fZI QbI f³f IZ d»f¹fZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f. ³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ W Z°fb d³f²ffÊdS°f ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf
ÀfZ dþÀf Ad²fI °f¸f SfdVf °fI ¶fû»feQf°ff ¶fû»fe »f¦ff³fZ I f B¨LbI W`, IZ 2 ´fid°fVf°f IZ ¶fSf¶fS A¸ff³f°f SfdVf, ¶fû»fe ÀfZ ´fcUÊ MSTC IZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ½ffg»fZM ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦feÜ CQfWS¯fÀUø ´f,
A¦fS dI Àfe QbI f³f I e ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf 1.00 I SûO W` AüS ¶fû»feQf°ff CÀf ¶fû»fe I û 2.00 I SûOÞ °fI »fZ þf³fZ I f B¨LbI W` °fû CÀfI û A¸ff³f°f SfdVf IZ ´fZM Z 4.00 »ffJ ø E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe
IZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ½ffg»fZM ¸fZÔ þ¸ff SJ³ff Wû¦ffÜ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Ufg»fZM ¸fZÔ ¶fû»fe I e ÀfÔ·ffdU°f SfdVf IZ A³fbÀffS A¸ff³f°f SfdVf þ¸ff Wû³fZ ´fS We UW CÀf SfdVf °fI ¶fû»fe »f¦ff ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ A°f: °fI ³feI e Àf¸fÀ¹ffAûÔ
ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ IZ d»fE ³fe»ff¸fe ÀfZ ´fcUÊ We ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþÊU ´fifBÊþ ÀfZ dþÀf Ad²fI °f¸f SfdVf °fI ¶fû»fe »f¦ff³fe W` I f 2 ´fid°fVf°f IZ ¶fSf¶fS A¸ff³f°f SfdVf MSTC IZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Ufg»fZM ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I SUf QZ³fe
¨ffdWEÜ A³fbÄff´fÂf WZ°fb ¨f¹fd³f°f AfUZQI õfSf þ¸ff I SfBÊ ¦fBÊ A¸ff³f°f SfdVf I û ²fSûWS SfdVf ´fZM Z Àf¸ff¹fûdþ°f dI ¹ff þf ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ
16. C©f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H1) I û E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. õfSf ¶fû»fe AÔd°f¸f (Finalization of Bid) Wû³fZ I e Àfc¨f³ff Qe þf¹fZ¦feÜ
17. ³fe»ff¸fe ´fidI ¹ff ¸fZÔ ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBþ ´fS Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ¶fû»fe ¸fZÔ Ad²fI °f¸f SfdVf QZ³fZ Uf»fZ ¶fû»feQf°ff I û ÀfR »f AfUZQI IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ ¨f¹f³f dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ QbI f³fUfS ³fe»ff¸fe ÀfZ ´fif~ Ad²fI °f¸f

¶fû»fe Àf¸¶fd³²f°f QbI f³f IZ d»f¹fZ 'Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ d³f²ffÊdS°f I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ QbI f³fûÔ I e ¶fû»fe ÀUeIÈ d°f Àfc¨fe Àf¸¶fd³²f°f dþ»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fSe õfSf dU·ff¦fe¹f UZ¶fÀffBÊM EUÔ
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f IZ Àfc¨f³ff ´f˜ ´fS ´fiQdVfÊ°f I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ

18. ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff I û ¸fdQSf QbI f³f IZ d»fE ÀUeIÈ °f d³f²ffÊdS°f Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf I e 05 ´fid°fVf°f IZ ¶fSf¶fS ²fSûWS SfdVf (Security Deposit) ¶fû»fe ÀUeI f¹fÊ Wû³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI ÀfZ
03 ¶f`ÔI I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦feÜ

19. ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff I û U¿fÊ 2022-23 IZ d»f¹fZ Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf I f 05 ´fid°fVf°f SfdVf Ad¦fi¸f Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ ³fe»ff¸fe I e ¶fû»fe ÀUeI f¹fÊ Wû³fZ ÀfZ 05 ¶f`ÔI I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZÔ
SfþI û¿f ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦feÜ

20. ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff I û Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS³Me SfdVf I e 5 ´fid°fVf°f SfdVf Ufd¿fÊI »ffBÊÀfZÔÀf R eÀf IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦fe, dþÀfI e 50 ´fid°fVf°f SfdVf ³fe»ff¸fe ÀUeI f¹fÊ Wû³fZ ÀfZ 05 I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZÔ
°f±ff VfZ¿f 50 ´fid°fVf°f SfdVf Qû dI V°fû ¸fZÔ Ii ¸fVf: dõ°fe¹f AüS °fÈ°fe¹f Âf`¸ffÀf ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦feÜ
d¶f³Qb ÀfÔ£¹ff 18, 19 EUa 20 ¸fZÔ ¶f`ÔI I f¹fÊdQUÀfûÔ I e ¦f¯f³ff ¸fZÔ dþ»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fSe õfSf þfSe ÀUeIÈ d°f I e dQ³ffÔI ·fe Vffd¸f»f Wû¦feÜ

21. ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff õfSf þ¸ff I SfBÊ ¦fBÊ A¸ff³f°f SfdVf (Earnest Money) I û ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f ¸fdQSf QbI f³f I e ²fSûWS SfdVf ´fZM Z Àf¸ff¹fûþ³f dI ¹ff þf ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ
22. d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f ¸fZÔ UfÔdL°f SfdVf¹ffh ¹f±ff-²fSûWS SfdVf, Ad¦fi¸f Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS³Me SfdVf EUÔ Ufd¿fÊI »ffBÊÀfZÔÀf R eÀf þ¸ff ³f I Sf³fZ ´fS ÀUeIÈ d°f d³fSÀ°f I S Àf¸fÀ°f þ¸ff SfdVf þ~Sfþ I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ
23. ³fe»ff¸fe Àf¸ffd~ IZ ´fV¨ff°f ´fi±f¸f °fe³f C©f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ffAûÔ (H1, H2 ½f H3) I e A¸ff³f°f SfdVf IZ Ad°fSd¢°f Vû¿f Àf·fe ¶fû»feQf°ffAûÔ I e A¸ff³f°f SfdVf E¸f.EÀf.MeÀfe õfSf Àfa¶fad²f°f

¶fû»feQf°ff IZ Afg³f»ffB³f ½ffgd»fM ¸fZÔ À±ff³ffa°fdS°f I S Qe ªffE¦feÜ
24. ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H1) IZ dI Àfe I fS¯f ÀfZ ¶fZI AfCM Wû³fZ ´fS dõ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H2) I û ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H1) õfSf ´fiÀ°ffdU°f Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf ´fS CÀf QbI f³f I û

»fZ³fZ W Z°fb AUÀfS dQ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ff °f±ff dõ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H2) õfSf ÀfW¸fd°f QZ³fZ ´fS ´fcUÊ C»»fZdJ°f ´fidI ¹ff A³fbÀffS SfdVf þ¸ff I Sf³fZ ´fS CÀfIZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ AÀ±ff¹fe A³fbÄff´fÂf I e
ÀUeIÈ d°f þfSe I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ

25. dõ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H2) õfSf C´f¹fbÊö AUÀfS IZ ¶ffQ ÀfW¸fd°f ³ff QZ³fZ ´fS °fÈ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H3) I û ´fi±f¸f ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H1) õfSf ´fiÀ°ffdU°f ½ffd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me
SfdVf ´fS CÀf QbI f³f I û »fZ³fZ W Z°fb AUÀfS dQ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ff °f±ff °fÈ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H3) õfSf ÀfW¸fd°f QZ³fZ ´fS ´fcUÊ C»»fZdJ°f ´fidIi ¹ff A³fbÀffS SfdVf þ¸ff I Sf³fZ ´fS CÀfIZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ
AÀ±ff¹fe A³fbÄff´fÂf þfSe dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ

26 ´fi±f¸f (H1), dõ°fe¹f (H2) U °fÈ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H3) õfSf C´f¹fbÊö ´fidI ¹ff ¸fZÔ ¶fZI AfCM Wû³fZ ´fS ³f¹fZ dÀfS Z ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fidIi ¹ff A³fbÀffS ´fb³f: ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f I e I f¹fÊUfWe I e
þfE¦feÜ

27. ³fe»ff¸fe ´fidIi ¹ff ¸fZÔ ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf ´fS Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ¶fû»fe ¸fZÔ Ad²fI °f¸f SfdVf QZ³fZ Uf»fZ ¶fû»feQf°ff I û ÀfR »f AfUZQI IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ ¨f¹f³f dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ff, ´fS³°fb EI ½¹fdö EI dþ»fZ ¸fZÔ Qû
QbI f³fûÔ ÀfZ Ad²fI EUÔ Àf¸´fc¯fÊ Sfª¹f ¸fZÔ ´ffÔ¨f QbI f³fûÔ ÀfZ Ad²fI ³fWeÔ »fZ ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ ¹fW Vf°fÊ Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS IZ ¸fdQSf Wû»fÀfZ»fS SfþÀ±ff³f ¦fÔ¦ff³f¦fS. Vfb¦fS d¸f»Àf d»f. EUÔ SfþÀ±ff³f ÀMZM ¶fZUSZþZþ
I fg´fûS ÊZVf³f d»f. ´fS »ff¦fc ³fWeÔ Wû¦feÜ

28. ¶fû»feQf°ff I e dI Àfe Af¶fI fSe dþ»fZ ¸fZÔ Qû ÀfZ Ad²fI QbI f³fûÔ IZ d»fE C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»fe SW³fZ ´fS IZ U»f Qû QbI f³fû IZ d»fE We AÀ±ffBÊ A³fbÄff´fÂf I e ÀUeIÈ d°f þfSe I e þfE¦feÜ
29. dI Àfe ¶fû»feQf°ff I e Sfª¹f ¸fZÔ ´ffÔ¨f ÀfZ Ad²fI QbI f³fû IZ d»fE C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»fe SW³fZ ´fS IZ U»f ´ffÔ¨f QbI f³fûa IZ d»fE We AÀ±ffBÊ A³fbÄff´fÂf I e ÀUeIÈ d°f þfSe I e þfEZ¦feÜ ¶fû»feQf°ff I f ¹fW

Qfd¹f°U Wû¦ff I e Sfª¹f IZ dUd·f³³f dþ»fûÔ ¸fZÔ CÀfIZ õfSf »f¦ffBÊ ¦fBÊ ¶fûd»f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ ÀfZ SWe C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»fe I e Àfc¨f³ff (QbI f³f U Af¶fI fSe UÈØfUfS) ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f dþ»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fdS¹fûÔ I û
³fe»ff¸fe Àf¸ffd~ IZ ´f›f°f °f°I f»f (12 §fÔM Z IZ ·fe°fS) Àfcd¨f°f I SZ¦ffÜ

30. ¹fdQ Af¶fI fSe dþ»fZ ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ¶fû»feQf°ff I e Qû °f±ff Sfª¹f ¸fZÔ ´ffÔ¨f ÀfZ Ad²fI QbI f³fûÔ IZ d»fE C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»fe SW°fe W` °fû ¶fû»feQf°ff I û ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f dþ»fZ ¸fZÔ UZÔ Qû QbI f³fZ U Sfª¹f ¸fZÔ UZ ´ffÔ¨f
QbI f³fZÔ ÀUeIÈ °f I e þfE¦fe dþ³fI e Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf Ad²fI °f¸f WûÜ VfZ¿f QbI f³fû WZ°fb dõ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H2) I û ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H1) õfSf ´fiÀ°ffdU°f Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me SfdVf
´fS CÀf dSMZ»f AfgR QbI f³f (I ¸´fûdþM QbI f³f) I û »fZ³fZ W Z°fb AUÀfS dQ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ff °f±ff dõ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H2) õfSf ÀfW¸fd°f QZ³fZ ´fS ´fcUÊ C»»fZdJ°f ´fidI ¹ff A³fbÀffS SfdVf þ¸ff
I Sf³fZ ´fS CÀfIZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ AÀ±ff¹fe A³fbÄff´fÂf I e ÀUeIÈ d°f þfSe I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ

dõ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H2) õfSf C´f¹fbÊö AUÀfS IZ ¶ffQ ÀfW¸fd°f ³ff QZ³fZ ´fS °fÈ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H3) I û ´fi±f¸f ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H1) õfSf ´fiÀ°ffdU°f Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS¯Me
SfdVf ´fS CÀf QbI f³f (I ¸´fûdþM QbI f³f) I û »fZ³fZ W Z°fb AUÀfS dQ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ff °f±ff °fÈ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H3) õfSf ÀfW¸fd°f QZ³fZ ´fS ´fcUÊ C»»fZdJ°f ´fidI ¹ff A³fbÀffS SfdVf þ¸ff I Sf³fZ
´fS CÀfIZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ AÀ±ff¹fe A³fbÄff´fÂf þfSe dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ dõ°fe¹f (H2) U °fÈ°fe¹f C¨¨f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H3) õfSf C´f¹fbÊö ´fidIi ¹ff ¸fZÔ ¶fZI AfCM Wû³fZ/ÀfW¸fd°f ³fWeÔ QZ³fZ ´fS ³f¹fZ dÀfS Z ÀfZ

d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fidI ¹ff A³fbÀffS ´fb³f: ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f I e I f¹fÊ½ffWe I e þfE¦feÜ

31. d¶faQc Àfa£¹ff 30 IZ ´fiI S¯fûÔ ¸fZÔ ´fi±f¸f °fe³f C©f°f¸f ¶fû»feQf°ff (H1, H2 E½fa H3) ¸fZÔ ÀfZ dªfÀf ¶fû»feQf°ff IZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ A³fbÄff´fÂf ªffSe WfZ°ff W` CÀfIZ A³fbÄff´fÂf ªffSe Wû³fZ IZ C´fSfa°f H1 E½fa

A³fbÄff²ffSe IZ Ad°fdS¢°f Vû¿f ¶fû»feQf°ffAûÔ I e A¸ff³f°f SfdVf Àfa¶fad²f°f dªf»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fSe IZ d³fQZÊVff³fbÀffS E¸fEÀfMeÀfe õfSf Àfa¶fad²f°f ¶fû»feQf°ff IZ ½ffg»fZM ¸fZÔ »füMf Qe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ

32. ¶fû»feQf°ff I û BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ ÀfZ ´fcUÊ dU·ff¦fe¹f UZ¶fÀffBÊM https//rajexcise.gov.in EUÔ E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fM ZO I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM

https://www.mstcecommerce.com ´fS C´f»f¶²f Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸fôÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f U¿fÊ 2022-23 EUÔ 2023-24, Àf¸fÀ°f dQVff-d³fQZÊVf, ´fidIi ¹ff EUÔ Vf°fûÊ I f ÀffU²ff³fe´fcUÊI

A²¹f¹f³f I S d»f¹ff þf³ff ¨ffdW¹fZÜ

33. ¶fû»feQf°ff I ¸´¹fcMS/»f`´fMfg´f I û B³MS³fZM ÀfZ þûOÞ I S §fS, I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, BÊ-d¸fÂf ÀfZ³MS °f±ff ÀffB¶fS I` RZ IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ ÀfI °ff W`Ü

34. SfþÀ±ff³f Af¶fI fSe Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1950 EUÔ BÀfIZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ¶f³ffE ¦fE d³f¹f¸fûÔ IZ Àf¸fÀ°f ´fifU²ff³f ¹f±ffø ´f ¸fZÔ »ff¦fc WûÔ¦fZÜ

35. ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ IZ ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f WZ°fb UZ We ½¹fdö BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ ÀfIZ Ô¦fZÔ, þû SfþÀ±ff³f Af¶fI fSe Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1950 EUÔ BÀfIZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ¶f³ffE ¦fE d³f¹f¸fûÔ, Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸f²¹fÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f

U¿fÊ 2022-23 U 2023-24 U ·ffS°fe¹f ÀfÔdUQf Ad²fd³f¹f¸f IZ °fW°f A³fb¶f³²f I S³fZ I e ¹fû¦¹f°ff SJ°fZ WûÜ BÀf Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ dUÀ°fÈ°f dQVff d³fQZÊVf https//rajexcise.gov.in U

https://www.mstcecommerce.com ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü

36. Af¶fI fSe ¶fÔQû¶fÀ°f I e AUd²f U¿fÊ 2022-23 U U¿fÊ 2023-24 (dQ³ffÔI 01.04.2022 ÀfZ 31.03.2024) IZ d»fE Wû¦feÜ U¿fÊ 2023-24 IZ d»fE ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸fôÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f

U¿fÊ 2022-23 EUÔ U¿fÊ 2023-24 IZ d¶f³Qb ÀfÔ£¹ff 2.7 IZ A³fbÀffS Wû¦ffÜ

37. BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe IZ ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ A³¹f þf³fI fSe dU·ff¦fe¹f UZ¶fÀffBÊM https//rajexcise.gov.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü A³¹f þf³fI fSe WZ°fb ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f Ad°fdSö Af¹fbö þû³f, dþ»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fSe
EUÔ dþ»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fSe I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ÀfZ Àf¸´fI Ê dI ¹ff þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü

38. E¸fEÀfMeÀfe W`»´f OZÀI ´fS ·fe I f¹ffÊ»f¹f Àf¸f¹f ¸fZÔ ¸ff¦fÊQVfÊ³f d»f¹ff þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü

39. BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe IZ ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ A³¹f ´fifU²ff³f Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸fôÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f 2022-23 U 2023-24 IZ A³fbÀffS SWZa¦fZÜ

40. BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe IZ ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ ¹fdQ I ûBÊ dUUfQ C°´f³³f Wû°ff W` °fû ³¹ffd¹fI ÃfZÂf ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f dþ»ff We SWZ¦ffÜ
WXÀ°ff/-

(¨fZ°f³f QZ½fOÞXf)

Af¶fIYfSXe Af¹fböY

SXfþÀ±ff³f, CXQ¹f´fbSX

dQ³ffÔIY: 02.04.2022

IiY. ÀfÔ. ³fe»ff¸fe IYe dQ³ffÔIY ³fe»ff¸fe IYf Àf¸f¹f

1. 08.04.2022 ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ ÀffÔ¹f 4.00 ¶fþZ °fI
2. 11.04.2022 ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ ÀffÔ¹f 4.00 ¶fþZ °fI

3. 12.04.2022 ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ ÀffÔ¹f 4.00 ¶fþZ °fI

ßfZ¯fe AfUZQ³f Vfb»IY

1 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE °fI ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf Uf»fe QbI f³f 75,000

1 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE ÀfZ Ad²fI EUÔ 2 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE °fI ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf Uf»fe QbI f³f 1 »ffJ

2 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE ÀfZ Ad²fI EUÔ 3 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE °fI ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf Uf»fe QbI f³f 1.25 »ffJ

3 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE ÀfZ Ad²fI EUÔ 4 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE °fI ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf Uf»fe QbI f³f 1.50 »ffJ

4 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE ÀfZ Ad²fI EUÔ 5 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE °fI ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþ½fÊ ´fifBÊÀf Uf»fe QbI f³f 1.75 »ffJ

5 I SûOÞ ÷ ´fE ÀfZ Ad²fI ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊÀf Uf»fe QbI f³f 2 »ffJ

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-tender on prescribed forms are invited by Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager, Divisional Railway Manager's Office, North Central Railway, Agra on
behalf of The President of India for awarding of Cycle, Scooter, Motor Cycle &
Car parking Contract at Agra fort Railway Station (PF- 01, Near Outward Parcel
Office circulating area) North Central Railway for the period of Five years under
"Two packet tendering system". The details of particulars are as follows:-

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Cycle-Sco-Motcyc-AF-22-01 Date 17.03.2022
Cycle Scooter, Motor Cycle &Car Parking
Contract at Agra Fort Railway Station (PF-
01, Near Outward Parcel Office circulating
area)
5 Years

Rs. 36,84,598/- (For 05 years)

Rs. 20000.00

Rs. 3,540/-

90 days from the date of tender opening

13.04.2022 up to 15:00 Hours

13.04.2022 up to 15:30 Hours

23.03.2022

Tender No.

Name of work

Duration of work
Approx. cost of the
work

Earnest Money Deposit

Cost of Tender Form

Validity of offer

E-Tender closing date &
time
E-Tender opening date &
time
E-Tender Uploading date

North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in @CPRONCR
369/22 (SP)

E-Tender Notice Number: Cycle-Sco-Motcyc-AF-22-01 Date 17.03.2022

For Full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railway
Websitewww.ireps.gov.in.
1.Tender can be submitted only online on web portalwww.ireps.gov.in
2. Earnest money and tender document cost shall only be submitted on
web portalwww.ireps.gov.in by net banking.

bZ&fufonk lwpuk 1- fof'k"Vhdj.k
l a 0 M h o h o h , u , y & , e , e @ 3 1 8 0 &
2022% n0fo0fo0fu0fy0 ds vUrxZr
10 ,p-ih-@ds- MCY;w-@ds-oh-,- ;k
vf/kd Hkkj ds jktdh; uydwi o futh
uydwi miHkksDrkvksa dh MkmuyksfMax]
fcfyax ,oa fcy fMLVªhC;w'ku dk dk;Z
djk;s tkus gsrq] vof/k % 24 ekg] /kjksgj
jkf'k% #0 6]12]000@&] fufonk 'kqYd%
#0 11]800@&(th-,l-Vh- lfgr)-
fufonk 'kqYd dsoy vkWuykbu]
DVVNL, AGRA dh osclkbZV www.
dvvnl.org ds ek/;e ls gh Lohdkj
fd;k tk;sxkA fooj.k ds fy, d`i;k
fufonk çi= /;kuiwoZd Ik<+ ysaA 1-
mijksä fufonk fu/kkZfjr fnukad 28-04-
2022 dks 13%00 cts rd vkWuykbu
viyksM dh tk ldsaxh ,oa fu/kkZfjr
fnukad 29-04-2022 dks lk;a 16%00
cts [kksyh tk;saxhA fufonk çi= m0ç0
'kklu ds bZ&çksD;ksjeSaV iksVZy https://
etender.up.nic.in ij viyksM dh
tk;saxh] tgk¡ ls fufonk çi= MkmuyksM
fd;k tk ldrk gSA 2- Hkfo"; esa ;fn
dksbZ la'kks/ku vFkok fufonk frfFk foLrkj
gksrk gS rks mldh lwpuk bZ&Vs.Mj iksVZy
https://etender.up.nic.in ij
miyC/k djk;h tk;sxhA gLrk-@&
v / k h { k . k v f H k ; U r k ( l k 0 i z 0 ) &I]
vf/kd tkudkjh gsrq d`i;k https://
etender.up.nic.in dks ykWx&bu
djsaA ßjk"Vª fgr esa fctyh cpk;saÞ
I k = k a d % 2 6 0 1 @ v / k h 0 v f H k 0 ( l k 0 i z 0 ) &I@
vkxjk@ foKkiu@fnukad%02-04-2022

nf{k.kakpy fo|qr
forj.k fuxe fy0

(CIN No.U31200UP2003SGC027460)

ÅtkZ Hkou] 220 ds-oh- fo|qr milaLFkku]
ckbZ&ikl jksM] fldUnjk] vkxjk &282007

(GSTIN No. 09AACCD0695D1ZS)

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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Odisha ex-MLA gets
life term in murder case
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHUBANESWAR,APRIL2

FORMERBJDleaderAnupSaiwas
onSaturdaysentencedtolifeim-
prisonment by a Chhattisgarh
courtinconnectionwiththemur-
derofawomanandherdaughter.
BurdhanToppo,anotheraccused
whohadworked as Sai’s driver,
wasacquittedinthecase.
Sai,aformerMLA,andToppo

were arrested in February 2020
for the alleged murder of a
woman,Kalpana, andherminor
daughternearHamirpurforestin
Chhattisgarh’sRaigarhdistrict in
2016.TheChhattisgarhPolicehad
interrogated 700 people across
sixstatesbeforearrestingSai.
According to police, Sai,who

waspurportedlyinarelationship
with Kalpana since 2011, had
livedwith her andher daughter
in a three-storey building in
Bhubaneswar as a family. He al-
legedlyconspiredtokillherwhen
sheinsistedonmarriageandde-
mandedashareinhisproperty.
InMay2016,asperpolice,Sai

sent both the mother and
daughtertoJharsuguda,andfol-
lowedtheminhisowncaralong
with his driver Toppo. From
Jharsuguda,thefourof themleft
for Raigarh in the same vehicle.
Kalpanaandherdaughterwere
killedallegedlyduring this trip.
Sai, who had been anMLA

fromBrajrajnagarinOdisha,was
denied a ticket during the 2019
elections. Hewas also expelled
fromthepartyafterhisarrest.

MASKS IN PUBLIC NO LONGERMUST INHARYANA
Gurgaon: TheHaryana govern-
mentsaidSaturdaythatwearing
facemasksinpublicplaceswasno
longermandatory. Anotification
issuedby additional chief secre-
tary (health and familywelfare)
RajeevArorastated,“Stategovern-

ment notification dated
27.05.2020, videwhichwearing
facemaskbyeachperson,while
being inpublicplacesandwork-
places,wasmademandatory, is
herebywithdrawnwithimmedi-
ateeffect...” ENS

New Delhi
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KIRANPARASHAR
BENGALURU,APRIL2

ASHINDU right-wing organisa-
tionscontinuetopresstheircam-
paignagainsthalalmeat,traders
fear that a routine government
circular reiterating that an ani-
malbestunnedbeforeslaughter
couldbeusedtoharass them.
The orderwas issued by the

Assistant Director of Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
Services on Friday, noting that
complaintshadbeenreceivedof
licencesbeingissuedforslaugh-
terhouseswithoutensuringthat
rules were being followed, and
that officials must ensure that
such facilities provide for stun-
ning (usually done through ad-
ministration of an electric
shock). A violationwould entail
a fineof Rs50,000 toRs1 lakh.
Withmost slaughterhouses

operatingfromsmallfacilities,few
meet the stunning requirement.
Plus,whetherthemeatofanani-
mal killed after stunning could
qualifyashalal isagreyarea.
An anti-halal campaign has

beengoingoninKarnatakacoin-
ciding with the Kannada New
YearofUgadi(thisyearobserved
on Saturday),marked bymany
Hindusbyeatingmeatthedayaf-
ter.TheHinduright-wingoutfits
have beenurgingHindus to not
buymeat fromhalal shops,with
incidentsreportedofBajrangDal
menassaultingMuslimshopand
restaurantowners.
On Saturday, Karnataka CM

BasavarajBommaiinstructedDCs

andSPsofalldistrictstotakenec-
essarymeasurestoensurepeace-
fulcelebrations.“Festivalsshould
be celebratedwithout any dis-
ruptioninlawandorder,”hesaid.
On a question about a cam-

paignbysomepro-Hinduoutfits
againsthalalmeat,Bommaisaid
officials had been instructed to
holdpeacemeetings intheirar-
eas. At the same time, Hindu
Religious Institutions and
CharitableEndowmentMinister
Shashikala Jolle said shebacked
the protests against halalmeat.
"The halal vs non-halal meat is
very much an issue in coastal
Karnataka,ifnotinotherpartsof
the state.Whatever our Hindu
outfits are doing appears right.
They are spreading awareness
about the 'jhatkacut' of theani-
mal because it has to be offered
togod," she told reporters.
An official in the Bruhat

BengaluruMahanagara Palike
admitted that the Animal
HusbandryDepartment's letter
was a routine order during

Ugadi, and that it is barely fol-
lowedwithfewslaughterhouses
equippedwithshockfacilitiesto
stun animals. A Veterinary
Department official who spoke
to The Sunday Express on condi-
tionof anonymity said the state
doesn't have enough registered
slaughterhousesforstunningthe
animal.“Theordercannotbeim-
plementedbut canbeused as a
tool to impose fines on slaugh-
terhouses,” theofficial said.
The Central government or-

der requiring stunning before
slaughter of any animal or bird
dates back to March 23, 2001,
andfallsunderthePreventionof
Cruelty to Animals Act
(Slaughter House) Rules 2001
section (6) subsection (4).
Khasim Shoaibur Rahaman

Qureshi, the president of theAll
India Jamaithul Qureshi of
Karnataka, an organisation of
butchersinthestate,saidthelat-
estnotificationwouldbeusedto
target halalmeat sellers. "There
areveryfewlargemeatexporters
who have the facility. Has the
governmentmodernisedslaugh-
terhousesforthis?Andwhoeven
knowsaboutthis rule?"
Santosh, who owns two

meat shops in Bengaluru and is
anticipating good business this
year due to the social media
campaign for jhatkameat com-
paredtohalal,alsoexpressedig-
noranceaboutstunning."Where
is the awareness andwhere are
the facilities? The Animal
Husbandry Department is so
corruptthatonecangetalicence
forabutchershopforRs2,000.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

THEWORLDHealthOrganisation
on Saturday confirmed suspen-
sionofsupplyofBharatBiotech's
Covaxin through UN procure-
mentagenciestoallowthecom-
pany to address “GMP (good
manufacturing practices) defi-
ciencies”. TheWHO after con-
ducting a post-EUL (emergency
use listing) inspection between
March 14 and 22 identified the
deficiencies and suggested
processandfacilityupgrade.
This, however, does not im-

pactthesafetyandeffectiveness
of the vaccine. “The risk assess-
ment to date does not indicate
change in the risk-benefit ratio.
The data, available toWHO, in-
dicatethevaccineiseffectiveand
no safety concern exists,” said
WHOinarelease.
TheWHOsaid that the com-

panyhas decided to suspend its
productionforexportasaprecau-
tionarymeasure. “The company
is developing a corrective and
preventiveactionplan,” itsaid.
TheWHOhasaskedcountries

receivingCovaxin to takeappro-
priatemeasuresandhasprovided
a list of other approved vaccines
to continue their vaccination
drive. This comes after the com-
panyannouncedscalingdownits
supplywithinthecountryforthe
maintenance andupgrade of its
manufacturingfacility.
Sofar,over30.78croredoses

of Covaxin have been adminis-
tered,accordingtodatafromthe
government’sCoWINportal.The
companywas supplying over 5
to6croredoseseverymonth.

AMITSHARMA
MEERUT,APRIL2

SARDHANAPOLICEonSaturday
booked the UP chief of Sangeet
SomSena,SachinKhatik,andsix
othersfortryingtodisturbcom-
munalpeaceaftertheyallegedly
vandalised a food cart, claiming
thatmutton biryani was being
sold.
The outfit, formed by the

supporters of former BJP MLA
SangeetSom,hadearlierreport-
edlycalledforabanonthesaleof
meatandnon-vegetarianfoodin
Sardhana during the Navratri
festival thatbeganonSaturday.
“We have registered a case

against Khatik and six others as
they tried to disturb communal
peace. The food cart seller was
selling vegetablebiryani,which
Khatik and his supporters
claimed to bemutton biryani.
Even if it had been non-veg
biryani,vandalisingthecartwas
acrimeaimedatcreatingunnec-
essarymischief because sale of
muttonorchickenbiryani isnot
banned,”LaxmanVerma,thein-
chargeofSardhanaPoliceStation
toldTheSundayExpress.
Sardhanaisatownwithasiz-

ableMuslimpopulation. Ahead
of Navratri festival,meat sellers

in the town had decided to do
awaywiththesaleofmuttonand
chickenduringthenine-dayfes-
tival.According topolice,Khatik
and his supporters on Saturday
roamedthetowntoseeifthecart
sellershadheededtheircallfora
ban on the sale of mutton and
chicken.Theyallegedly targeted
the food cart, whichwas selling
vegetable biryani, and turned it
upsidedown.
Saajid, theownerof the food

cart, alleged that Khatik and his
supporters also lootedmoney
from him. “I was instructed by
the police not to sell mutton or
chicken biryani during the
Navrartri. That iswhy I hadpre-
paredvegetablebiryani.Intheaf-
ternoon,membersoftheSangeet
Som Sena stormed towardmy
cart andvandalised it. They also
lootedthecashIhad,” Saajidsaid.
Later, former zila panchayat

chief,SeemaPradhan,reachedthe
spot and protested against
SangeetSomSena.“Thoughacase
has been registered against the
SangeetSomSenachief,wedoubt
thatpolicewouldgoforaserious
investigationbecauseoftheclout
that theformerBJPMLAwields,”
alleged Seema Pradhan,whose
husband,Atul Pradhan, defeated
SangeetSominthejustconcluded
Assemblyelectionsinthestate.

Karnatakaminister
Shashikala JollesaysHindu
outfitsarespreading
awarenessabout ‘jhatkacut’.

Curfew in Karauli after
clash during bike rally
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,APRIL2

CURFEW WAS imposed in
Karauli city of Rajasthan after
communaltensionbrokeoutfol-
lowingstone-peltingatamotor-
cycle rally passing through a
Muslim-dominatedareaonNav
Samvatsar, the first day of the
new year under the Hindu cal-
endaronSaturday,officialssaid.
According to police, the inci-

dent took place on Saturday
evening inKarauli citywhichre-
sulted in arson of shops and ve-
hicles.“Hinduoutfitsweretaking
outareligiousbikerallyontheoc-
casion of Hindunewyear today
evening.While the procession
reached near amosque, some
miscreants pelted stones on
them.Thisresultedinstonepelt-
ing and arson by the other side
tooinwhichafewtwo-wheelers
andshopsweretorched.Thesit-
uationisundercontrolnowanda
largenumberofpolicepersonnel
have been deployed,” said ADG
Administration and Law and
Order,HawaSinghGhumariaon
Saturday.
Ghumariaaddedthatpeople

from both sides sustained in-
juriesduring the incident.
“More than 20 people sus-

tained injuries. Most of the in-
juries areminor in nature. One
person sustained injuries in the
head and has been referred to
Jaipur inacritical condition.We
have rounded up two dozen
peopleandcurfewhasbeenim-
posed in the area,” Ghumaria

added.
ChiefMinister AshokGehlot

spoke to the DGP and has di-
rectedthatallguiltybedealtwith
strictly. Gehlot also appealed to
thepublic tomaintainpeace.
TheoppositionBJPcriticised

the government over the inci-
dent.“Istronglycondemntheat-
tackontherallyinKaraulionthe
occasion of Nav Samvatsar by
people from opposingmental-
ity. Hatefulmindset can't be al-
lowedtogrowinRajasthan.The
administration should take
strong action against the cul-
prits,”tweetedformerchiefmin-
isterVasundharaRaje inHindi.
Rajesaidthathadtheadmin-

istrationtakencautionbeforethe
rally,theincidentcouldhavebeen
avoided. “Theharmonydeterio-
ratedalsobecauseofthelaxityof
theadministration,”saidRaje.
State BJP president Satish

Pooniaalsocriticisedthegovern-
ment and said that incident is a
resultof theCongress'spolicyof
'appeasement'. ADGGhumaria
addedthatseniorpoliceofficers
including IG Bharatpur, IG Law
and Order have been sent to
Karauli. “Extra force of around
600policepersonnelhavebeen
sent to Karauli. Fire brigade has
controlledthefireatmostof the
shopswhichweretargeteddur-
ing thearson,” saidGhumaria.
Meanwhile, the Karauli ad-

ministrationwrotealettertothe
Bharatpur divisional commis-
sioner, requesting that internet
servicesbesuspendedinthedis-
trict tillApril 3midnight.

(WITHPTI INPUTS)

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL2

UNION MINISTER V
Muraleedharan's campaign
againsttheKeralagovernment's
flagshipSilverLineprojectsawa
dramatic twist on Saturday as a
family here publicly endorsed
the rail corridor and informed
him that they have no problem
inpartingwiththeirlandforthe
sameeventhoughherepeatedly
tried to explain to them its
'drawbacks'.
The embarrassing incident

occurredatKazhakkoottamhere
when the minister arrived to
meet people and lend a ear to
their concerns regarding the
semi-high-speed rail project by
visitingtheirhomesaspartofhis
anti-SilverLinecampaign.
However, Chief Minister

Pinarayi Vijayan once again re-
jected state-wide protests
against the ambitious project
and said people would receive
compensationtwicethemarket
price for their acquired land.
Thefutureofthelandismore

important,hesaidwhile speak-
ing at a function in Kozhikode
and urged themedia not to act
as “megaphones”of anti-devel-
opmentcampaigners.
Meanwhile,Muraleedharan,

inthevisualsairedbythetelevi-
sionchannels,couldbeseenvis-
itingthehouseofanelderlycou-
pleandtrying to talk to them.
As soon as he stepped into

their premises, the woman in
the house raised slogans prais-
ingVijayanandhisdevelopment
programmes. “We arewith the
government... our land is for the
development programme,” she
said andwanted the SilverLine
projecttobeimplementedinthe
southernstate.
Though visibly surprised at

the unexpected turn of events,
the Minister tried to talk and
convince them but the elderly
womansaidshedidnotwantto
hear anything fromhimas they
had enough knowledge about
the project. Her husband also
made it clear that they had no
qualms in giving away the land
and were ready to shift to an-
other property owned by the
family if thepresent place is ac-
quired for the rail corridor.
The woman told reporters

thattheywerehardcoresympa-
thisersof the rulingCPI(M). The
embarrassedminister later said
the objective of his house visits
wastoknowwhoweresupport-
ing the project and who were
raisingobjectionsandtolistento
their concerns.
Muraleedhranthenresumed

the campaign by visiting other
houses. Local BJP leaders, how-
ever,saidtheelderlycouplesup-
ported the SilverLine as their
daughterwasthewardcouncil-
lorof theMarxistparty.
Meanwhile, Kerala contin-

ued towitness intense protests
against the proposed SilverLine
alias K-Rail projectwhich is en-
visaged to cover a 530-kilome-
tre stretch from
Thiruvananthapuram to
Kasaragod in less than four
hours.

PoliceusewatercannontodisperseMuslimYouthLeague
activistsduringtheirprotest in frontof theStateSecretariat
inThiruvananthapuram,Saturday. PTI

KERALASILVERLINEPROJECT

Family endorses rail corridor during
Union Minister’s protest campaign

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL2

NINEOFFICIALS of theNational
Highway Authority of India
(NHAI) and five companies are
among 22 accused booked by
theCBI forallegedcorruption in
executionandoperationofthree
highwayprojects.
TheCBIallegedthattheNHAI

officials, including threegeneral
manager-levelofficers,tookRs1-
2lakhmonthlybribefromtheac-
cused companies. The offence
took place between 2008 and
2010whentheUPAgovernment
was in power at the Centre.
AccordingtotheCBI,thecompa-
niesalsofudgedaccountsandfal-
sified payment receipts against
workthatwasneverdone.
The case pertains to three

NHAI projects — Surat-Hazira
Port Section of NH 6; Varanasi-
Aurangabad Section of NH-2;
and Kishangarh-Ajmer-Beawar
SectionofNH-8.
The three generalmanagers

identified as accused in the CBI
FIR are LP Padhy, CK Sinha and
VibhavMittal.Otherofficials in-
cludeprojectdirectorsandman-
agers.Thecompaniesaccusedin
the case are Isolux Corsan India
Engineering and Construction
Pvt Ltd (ICIECPL); Goyal
Construction Co, Jaipur; Soma-
Isolux Surat-Hazira Tollway Pvt
Ltd; Soma-Isolux Varanasi-
AurangabadTollwayPvtLtd;and
MahadeoConstructionCo.
According to CBI, ICIECPL is

already under liquidation.
According to Registrar of
Companies, the company was
incorporated in June 2008.
BarringMahadev Construction
and Goyal Constructions, the
othertwocompaniesarespecial
purpose vehicles of Isolux and
SomaEnterprisestooperatethe
highway.TheCBIhadinitiateda
preliminary inquiry into the
matterinNovember2018based
on “source information”.
Following its completion, a reg-
ular casehasbeen filed.
The CBI has alleged that in

the Surat-Hazira Port Sectionof
NH-6, NHAI officials CK Sinha
andVibhavMittalenteredintoa
criminalconspiracywithoffice-
bearersof IsoluxandoneKamal
Constructions. “CK Sinha and
VibhavMittal… habitually ac-
ceptedmonthlycashamountof
Rs1 lakheachfromIsolux, facil-
itated by Kamal Construction,
Surat, during execution of the
saidproject for its smooth func-
tioning,” theCBIFIRsaid.
It alleged that Kamal

Constructions facilitated cash
generation “by providing false
invoices of Kamal Construction
to Isoluxagainstwhichnowork
wasdone,got theamountcred-
itedtoitsbankaccountandpro-
videdcash(afterdeducting4per
centcommission)”toanofficer-
bearerof ICIECPL.
According to CBI, similar

modusoperandiwasadoptedin
Varanasi-AurangabadSectionof
NH-2 and Kishangarh-Ajmer-
BeawarSectionofNH-8.

Waqf Board returns 7 encroached properties to Rampur royals

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
CHENNAI, APRIL2

THE TAMIL Nadu government
on Saturday announced effect-
inganacross-the-boardrevision
in property tax tomop up rev-
enue for localbodies,proposing
up to 150 per cent increase, but
asserted the rates were lesser
thanmanyother states.
The main opposition

AIADMKlashedoutatthemove,
saying this was only a “trailer”
and that more “bumper prizes
were in store” for thepeople for
electingitsrival, theDMK,inthe
elections.
DMK ally Congress also op-

posed the decision, saying it
would further burden the peo-
ple in thewakeof therising fuel

prices and called for a re-think
onthemodeof its implementa-
tion.
Another ally of theDMK,CPI

(M), sought a rollback of the re-
vision.MunicipalAdministration
MinisterKNNehrutoldreporters
inNewDelhithatthetaxrevision
waseffectedinlinewiththe15th
Finance Commission guidelines
and that central fundswouldbe
made available only if it was
done.
BJP state chief K Annamalai

refuted the Centre had issued
anymandateonrevisingthetax
structure and referred the rele-
vantparts fromtheorder in this
connectiontobuttresshisclaim.
"Thecentralgovernmenthas

nowhere directed two or three
fold increase in the tax," he said
inastatement.

TN govt effects property
tax revision after 24
years, AIADMK sees red

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL2

THEUPShiaCentralWaqfBoard
has taken possession of at least
sevenWaqfpropertiesinRampur
thatwere allegedly encroached
uponbyseniorSamajwadiParty
leader AzamKhan, and handed
themover to the erstwhile royal
familyofRampur.
“Therewere allegations that

AzamKhanhadencroachedsev-
eralWaqf properties in Rampur
andhaddistributed the custodi-

anship of the properties to his
people.At leastsevensuchprop-
erties inRampur,which are val-
uedhundredsofcrores,havebeen
returned to the family of the
RampurNawab’sfamily,”AliZaidi,
chairman of Shia CentralWaqf
Board,toldTheSundayExpress.
“Therewere also allegations

that people working at these
properties had not received
salaries for the past 13months.
Haider Ali Khan alias Hamza
Miyan, the grandson of Begum
Noorbanooftheroyalfamily,has
beenmade thecaretaker,”Zaidi,

who was elected chairman of
the Board last November, said,
adding the decisionwas taken
during theMarch31meetingof
theWaqfBoard.
Khanwas electedMLA from

Rampur in the just concluded
Assembly elections. He is cur-
rently in Sitapur jail in connec-
tion with several cases of land
grabbing.AspertheRampurpo-
lice record, asmany as 81 cases
werelodgedagainstAzamKhan
since theBJP government came
topower in thestate in2017.
Notably, the erstwhile royal

family of Rampur is an old rival
ofAzamKhan;andthetwofam-
ilieshavebeenatloggerheadsfor
decades. IntherecentAssembly
polls, the two families were
locked in electoral contests.
WhileKazimAliKhan,adescen-
dantof theerstwhile royal fam-
ily, took onAzam inRampur on
aCongressticket,his30-year-old
sonHaider Ali Khanwas pitted
against Azam’s son Abdullah in
SuarbyBJPallyApnaDal(S).Both
AzamandhissonAbdullahwon
theelectioncomfortably.
Anofficialof theWaqfBoard

onSaturdaysaidaftertheforma-
tion of the SP government in
2012, many Waqf properties
wereallegedly “encroached”by
AzamKhan, whowas then the
WaqfMinister.
Followingthereorganisation

of the Shia Waqf Board last
November, an inquirywas con-
ductedintocomplaintsof illegal
occupationof theWaqf proper-
ties.TheofficialsaidAzamKhan
could not give “satisfactory an-
swers" during the probe. “The
action has been taken as per
rulesoftheWaqfPropertiesAct.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL2

AFTERKASHI Vishwanath tem-
ple in Varanasi, Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi site inMathura
andtheunder-constructionRam
Temple site in Ayodhya, the UP
government has now created
postsofanadditionalsuperinten-
dentofpolice(ASP)andadeputy
superintendent of police for the
security of GorakhnathMath in
Gorakhpur,wheretheheadpriest
isChiefMinisterYogiAdityanath.
The UP Police had recently

sent a proposal to the govern-
ment toupgrade the security of
theGorakhnath temple.
“We assess security and

threatperceptionof vital instal-
lations, including shrines, and
foundthat there isaneedtoup-
gradethesecurityatGorakhnath
temple. A proposal was sent to
the government to upgrade its
security,”UPDirectorGeneralof
PoliceMukulGoel said.
Whenasked ifwas there any

specificinputofthreattothetem-
ple,theDGPsaid:“It(thetemple)
isapossibletargetanditssecurity
should bemore tightened.We
willworkaccording to thedirec-
tionissuedbythegovernment.”
Notably, an Additional SP

(Security) was posted at the
Gorakhnath temple in January
thisyear.SourcessaidthattheUP
Police had sought two gazetted
officers,whowillberesponsible
for thetemple'ssecurity.
The Gorakhnath temple

emerged as a political power
centre after its head Yogi
AdityanathbecametheCMofUP
in 2017. The temple has a large
number of followers across the
country. Themath is known to
haveplayedanactiverole in the
Ayodhya Ram Temple move-
mentunderitsthreemahants—
DigvijayNath, Avaidyanath and
YogiAdityanath.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,APRIL2

NATIONALIST CONGRESS Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar on
Saturday launched a veiled at-
tack against BJP, saying that the
party in power at the Centre is
spreadingbitterness insociety.
Speaking in Sangli, Pawar

saidthepoliticsofbigotrybeing
practised in the country has
madeitdifficulttotakethecoun-
try forward andmaintain har-
mony in thesociety.
Pawarwas addressing party

workers in Sangli at a political
event to welcome BJP leader
ShivajiraoNaik into the fold. He
said in the past, politics was a
mediumtobringpeopletogether
butnoweffortswerebeingmade

todividethemonthebasisof re-
ligion. "Elected leadership is try-
ing todefamenational icons like
MahatmaGandhi,"helamented.
Pawar said India's founding

fathers, including Mahatma
Gandhi and Maulana Abul
KalamAzad,workedtobuildthe
country for all communities.
"However,thepresentdispensa-
tion is trying to defame them,"
he said, adding, “Satara, or for
thatmatter,”hesaid.
"In Karnataka, a 'fatwa' was

issued asking people not to buy
anything from shops run by
membersofaminoritycommu-
nity.Thistypeofbitternessisbe-
ing spread by those elements
whoareinpowerinstates.How
will this country go ahead and
howwillwemaintainharmony
isaquestion,"Pawarsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,APRIL2

A BABY kangaroo was found
dead and three others rescued
fromdifferentpartsof Jalpaiguri
district inWest Bengal, thou-
sands of kilometres from their
natural habitat in Australia and
NewGuinea, forestdepartment
officials saidonSaturday.
The dead joey (baby kanga-

roo)was found inNepali Bustee
nearFarabariareaofSiliguritown
in northern Bengal on Saturday,
whileotherswere rescued from
the Gajaldoba and Dabgram-
Farabari localities last night fol-
lowingatip-off,theyfurthersaid.
Inbothcases, those carrying

thekangaroosfledfromthespot,
they further said. Baikunthapur
Forest Division Ranger Sanjay
Dutta said that an investigation
hasbeeninitiatedintotheentire

matter. "After being rescued, all
three kangaroos were sent for
treatment.We are surprised as
who brought these kangaroos
hereandhow.Wesuspectthese
kangarooswerebeingsmuggled
toNepal.Butwearelookinginto
themotivebehindsmugglingas
well,"aseniorforestofficialsaid.
The kangarooswere sent to

the Bengal Safari Park for treat-
ment and rehabilitation, it is
learnt. They are likely to have
been smuggled from Thailand
for their delicatemeat, another
official said. The forest officials
areperplexedashowthesekan-
garoos were found in north
Bengal far away from their nat-
uralhabitat. (WITHPTIINPUTS)

Sangeet Som Sena chief,
six others booked for
vandalising food cart

Asminister backs anti-halal protests,
slaughter normorder raises fears

Shopsthatweretorchedduringtheclash,Saturday.Express

RAJASTHAN

Nine NHAI officials among
22 booked for ‘corruption’

Two police posts
created for
Gorakhnath
temple security

Those in power spreading
bitterness, says NCP chief

Smuggled baby kangaroo found
dead, 3 rescued in north Bengal

Twoof the fourkangaroosafterbeingrescued. Express

Bharat Biotech
suspends
Covaxin supply
to UN agencies
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
PUBLIC WORKS ROADS DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (EAP)
ARR&TI COMPLEX FATASIL AMBARI GUWAHATI-25 ASSAM Email: cea.apwd@nic.in

RFB No.: CE/APART/21/2022/19

REQUEST FOR BIDS (RFB)
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)
The Government of Assam through Government of India has received financing from the World Bank towards the cost of the APART
Project and intends to apply part of the proceeds to the eligible payment under the contract. Bids are invited online from the eligible
bidders from India for the following works as detailed in the table below.

TABLE

The bidding documents are available online on http://www.assamtenders.gov.in from 07/04/2022 to 09/05/2022. Bidders will be
required to register on the website which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC). Bids must be submitted online on http://www.assamtenders.gov.in on or before 14:00 Hours on 09/05/2022. Other
details can be seen in the bidding document.

Chief Engineer (EAP) PWRD
Janasanyog/CF/19/22 Assam, Fatasil Ambari, Guwahati-25

SL.
No.

Package no. Name of the work Approx. value of
work (Rupees in

Lakh)

Bid
security

(INR)

Cost of Bid
Documents

(INR)

Completion
Period

(month)

1 APART/
NOCP/ ROADS/

MR-10

Construction of Road from Balipara to Sonaipar,
Kalmoubari Village in Morigaon District (Length 1.00
KM) under APART

149.64 2,99,280 5000 9

2 APART/
NOCP/ ROADS/

HOJ-01

Construction of Road from Milan Das Parika House
to Borboha PWRD road of Dhanuharbasti Village in
Hojai District (Length 1.40 KM) under APART

202.66 4,05,320 5000 12

3 APART/
NOCP/ ROADS/

HOJ-2

Construction of road from Deobali Shiv Mandir to
Kachadhara Bonia Namghar, Village 2 Block 2 No
Gaon road, Kaki Mouza in Hojai District (Length
1.00 KM) under APART.

134.54 2,69,080 5000 9

4 APART/
NOCP/ ROADS/

HOJ-3

Construction of road from House of Haradhan Das
to Haramohan Biswas House of Sautalbasti, Uttar
Matikhola Village Jugijan Mouza in Hojai District
(Length 1.50 KM) under APART.

217.86 4,35,720 5000 12

5 APART/
NOCP/ ROADS/

HOJ-4

Construction of road from Adarsha Sishu Bidyalaya
(Radhanagar) to Kumrakata PMGSY Road Dakhin
Radhanagar No. 1 Village Jugijan Mouja in Hojai
District (Length 1.50 KM) under APART.

202.57 4,05,140 5000 12

6 APART/
NOCP/

WAREHOUSES/
SIV-01

Renovation & Up-gradation of Warehousing
Facilities in existing Warehouse complex
(Godown 1 & Godown 7) at Sivasagar District
under APART.

393.16 7,86,320 5000 12

7 APART/
NOCP/

WAREHOUSES/
SIV-02

Renovation & Up-gradation of Warehousing
Facilities in existing Warehouse complex (Godown
2) at Sivasagar District under APART.

296.09 5,92,180 5000 9

8 APART/
NOCP/

WAREHOUSES/
SIV-03

Renovation & Up-gradation of Warehousing
Facilities in existing Warehouse complex (Godown
3) at Sivasagar District under APART.

246.39 4,92,780 5000 9

9 APART/
NOCP/

WAREHOUSES/
SIV-04

Renovation & Up-gradation of Warehousing
Facilities in existing Warehouse complex (Godown 5
& Godown 6) at Sivasagar District under APART.

506.53 10,13,060 5000 12

10 APART/
NOCP/

WAREHOUSES/
KOK-01

Renovation & Up-gradation of Warehousing
Facilities in existing Warehouse complex at
Gossaigaon in Kokrajhar District under APART.

299.92 5,99,840 5000 9

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION, BHANDARA
NOTICE FOR Request for Proposal (RFP) Tenders

Executive Engineer, Public Work Division, BHANDARA .
email-bhandara.ee@mahapwd.gov.in (Phone No. 07184-252412)

INVITATION of Request for Proposal (RFP) for Consultancy
Services for Feuibility Study cum DPR, Survey and Preparation of
Land Plan by adopting LIDAR or similar technology for Widening to
two lane with Paved Shoulders to various roads as per packages
mentioned below in the state of Maharashtra Public Works
Department Public Works Division Bhandara (the "Authority") is
engaged in the development of highways and as part of this endeav-
or. The Public Works department in Government of Maharashtra
through Maharashtra Road Improvement Project with financial assis-
tance of Asian Development Bank (the "Projects") has decided to
carry out the bidding process for selection of the Consultant to whom
the D P R Preparation of the Project may be awarded.
Brief particulars of the Project are as follows:

E-Tender Time Table
1. Download Period of Dt. 05.04/2022 at 10.00 a.m. To

Online Tender Dt. 19/04/2022 at 18.00 p.m.
2. Last date and time online Online raising of technical points

raising of technical points on before Dt. 12/04/2022 @ 12.00 hrs.
for clarification
Last date for receiving Dt. 17/04/2022 @ 12.00 hrs
queries for pre bid/Pre- In the Office of the Superintendent
proposal meeting Engineer, P.W. Circle Nagpur, Old
(Pre-bid Meeting Secretariats, Opp. GPN CIVILLINE
& Place) Nagpur, 440001

3. Submission of Tender Office of
Document (HardCopy) Superintending Engineer, P.W.

Circle, Nagpur
Executive Engineer, Public Works
Division, Bhandara
On or before 19/04/2022 at 10.00 a.m.

6. Place, Date and timing Dt. 22.04.2022 at 11.00 a.m. in the
of opening Request For office of Superintending Engineer,
Proposal Public Works Circle, Nagpur.

Note:-
I. All the payment towards cost of Tender forms will be done

online only through RTGS/NEFT .It should be noted that one
should complete these activities at leastone day in advance.

2. All eligible/interested consultants who want to participate in ten-
dering process should compulsory get enrolled on e-tendering
portal " https://mahatenders.gov.in" and further need to empanel
online on sub portal "http://pwd.maharashtra.etenders.in" in
the appropriate category applicable to them.

3. Contact below for difficulties in online submission of tenders,
0120-4001 002 , 0120-4001 005, 0120-6277 787
Email Id support-eproc(at)nic(dot)in

4. Other terms and conditions are detailed in online e-tender form.
Right to reject any or all online bid of work, without assigning
any reasons thereof, is reserved with department.

5. Above Tender Notice is displayed on P.W.D.
website www.mahapwd.com

Outward No. /TC/Dt.
Office of the Executive Engineer,
Public Works Division
Bhandara
Ph. No.:- 07184-252412
Email-bhandara.ee@mahapwd.gov.in

sd/-
Executive Engineer

Public Works Division
Bhandara

E-TENDER NOTICE/ 45/ FOR 2021-22

Letter No 1116/141 Yata-12/2021-22 Dated 31/03/2022

Short Term- Inviting Tender

Superintending Engineer, 12th Circle, Public Works Department Pauri on behalf
of Hon’ble Governor of Uttarakhand, invites item rate e-tender (two bid system) of
the following works. For further details please log in to
http://www.uktenders.gov.in from 05-04-2022.

SI.
No.

Name of work Earnest
money
(in Rs
Lakh)

Cost
of

Tender

Validity
of

tender
in Days

Time
of

completion
In month

Contractor’s
category

of
Registration

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Renewal Work

(2022-23) By SDBC
of Marchula Saraikhet
Baijro Pokhara Satpuli
Pauri Motor Road
(Km 149, 150,
151, 181, 182,
192, 193, total
7.00 km) and
Pabou- Santudhar-
Naogounkhal- Damdewal-
Chubattakhal- Chorikhal
Motor Road (Km 10,
15, 16 total 3.00 km)
Under Annual Maintenace.
(C.D. Pabau)

3.50 5000
+ 18%
G.S.T

120 09 Category B
or higher
with for

Road/work in
Central /
State Govt.
or any PSU
under Central
/ State Govt.

Office of the Superintending Engineer
12th Circle P.W.D. Pauri

Office of The Superintending Engineer, 12th Circle, P.W.D. Pauri
Fax & Phone No. 01368-222322 E-mail:-sepwdpauricircle@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
PNIT No.: 32/EE/MCD/PWD(R&B)/21-22

The Executive Engineer, Medical College Division, PWD
(Buildings), Agartala, West Tripura on behalf of the
'Governor of Tripura', invites online percentage rate e-
tender for the following work:

1. Name of work: Up-gradation / Strengthening of ANM
School at Durjoynagar, Agartala, Tripura (West)/SH:
Construction of Administrative & Academic (G+2)
Storied Building/ Building portion including Internal
water supply, Sanitary Installation, Sewage & Drainage
works.

2. Estimated Cost : ` 7,45,33,826.51
3. Bid Fee : 10,000.00
4. Last date & time for

online Bidding : 27-04-2022 upto 3:00 PM
Note: The bid forms and other details including online
activities should be done in the e-procurement portal
https://tripuratenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Medical College Division, PWD (Buildings)

ICA-C-015-22 Agartala. West Tripura

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.
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CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-
hearts. On this day, they laid down their lives at the altar of duty
while fighting with militants. Their courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the force. The force
will remain eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.
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IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad²fVff¿fe Ad·f¹f³°ff, Àff½fÊªfd³fIY d³f¸ffÊ̄ f d½f·ff¦f, J¯OX-³fBÊ dQ»»fe
¶feIYf³fZSX WXfDYÀf, ´fOXfSXf SXûOX, ³fBÊ dQ»»fe-110011

Ii ¸ffaI :- 1348 dQ³ffaI : 25.03.2022

d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff: 15/SXfªfÀ±ff³f WXfCXÀf d¶fd»OaX¦f IYû CXQ²½fÀ°f IYSX³ff/2021-22
SfªfÀ±ff³f IZ Sfª¹f´ff»f ¸fWûQ¹f I e AûS ÀfZ Dismantling of Rajasthan House, New Delhi

with considering of Approximate cost of unserviceable/serviceable material
amount as per “H” Schedule I f¹fÊ IZ d»fE C´f¹fb¢°f ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ Àff½fÊªfd³fI d³f¸ffÊ¯f d½f·ff¦f SfªfÀ±ff³f
¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f Àfa½fZQI ûÔ E½fa Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS/IZ ³ýi ÀfSI fS IZ Ad²fIÈ °f Àfa¦fN³fûÔ/IZ ³ýie¹f ÀfSI fS »fûI d³f¸ffÊ¯f
d½f·ff¦f/OfI E½f¸fÐ QcS Àfa¨ffS d½f·ff¦f/Sm»½fZ B°¹ffdQ ¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f Àfa½fZQI , ªfû SfªfÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS IZ (EE) ½f
(E) ßfZ¯fe IZ Àfa½fZQI ûÔ IZ Àf¸fI Ãf Wû, ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊ ´fif¢¹fc¸fZÔ³M ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ Afg³f »ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ
Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü
B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û BÊ-d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ WZ°fb ½fZ¶f ÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS

SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü I f¹fÊ ½ffBÊªf ¹fc.¶fe.E³f. ³f¸¶fS d³f¸³f ´fiI fS W`:-
S.No. Name of work UBN No
1 Dismantling of Rajasthan House, New Delhi with

considering of Approximate cost of
unserviceable/serviceable material amount as per
“H” Schedule

PWD2122WSOB17370

WXÀ°ff./-
(SXfªfIbY¸ffSX)

Ad²fVff¿fe Ad·f¹f³°ff,
Àff.d³f.d½f. J¯OX ³fBÊ dQ»»fe

DIPR/C/4458/2022 RYû³f ³f¸¶fSX 011-20848003
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Executive Engineer
PD, P.W.D, Bulandshahr

E- Procurement Short term Tender Notice
Letter No. 1110/1A Dated. 28.03.2022
On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Executive Engineer, Provincial Division, U.P.P.W.D., Bulandshahr invites
following percentage rate short term bids online through http://etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved
Contractors registered with P.W.D. class as per column no. 10 below Building/Road works Category as applied
from Date 11.04.2022 to 18.04.2022 upto 12:00 Noon as per the prescribed T-1 of Govt. of U.P. The technical
bids will be opened online on dated 18.04.2022 at 02:00 P.M. If the office happens to be closed on the date of
opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day, at the same time any
validity of bid will be considered from the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be
notified on the website.
Sl.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
cost (Rs.
in Lac)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lakh)

Time of
Completion

work
including

rainy
season

Tender
Cost (In

Rs.)

Address of
Executive
Engineer

Address of
Superinte-

nding
Engineer

Address of
Chief

Engineer

Category

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 Dismantling and
Erection of Pantoon
Bridge on Ganga
River at Ahar Ghat
(Bulandshahr).

35.00 3.50 12 Month 300+500 +
18% GST
144.00 =

Rs.944.00

Executive
Engineer

P.D, P.W.D.,
Bulandshahr

Superinten-
ding

Engineer,
BSR Circle,

P.W.D.,
Bulandshahr

Chief
Engineer,

Meerut
Zone,

P.W.D.,
Meerut

A, B, C, D

2 Special repair work of
Jahangirabad- Aahar
(ODR).

22.49 2.25 03 Month 300+500 +
18% GST
144.00 =

Rs.944.00

-Do- -Do- -Do- Hotmix
Eligibility

Executive Engineer
P.D. P.W.D BULANDSHAHR

Assistant Engineer
P.D. P.W.D BULANDSHAHR

UPID-174522 Dt. 01.04.2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

1. Time allowed for completion of Whole work in column No. 5, including rainy season.
2. The Tender Document Fee must be deposited through Internet Banking only.
3. The Contractor shall be experience same work at mention SI. No.-1.
4. The terms of condition the Hotmix Plant will be applicable for the work SI. No.:-2.
5. All registered contractors have to upload turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 years and details of maximum cost

of work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software before submission of tender.
Details of e-tender uploaded on http://etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on uppwd Chanakya Software
before last date & time of submission of bid.

6. Terms & Conditions related to bids are available on http://etender.up.nic.in
7. During execution of work contractor should ensure the all safety Measures for COVID-19 issued by the Uttar

Pradesh government.
8. In PWD technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software URL for Prahari is

http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORK DEPARTMENT
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer Seraj Division HP.PWD Janjehli Distt. Mandi on behalf of Governor of Governor of H.P invites the item rate bids in
electronic tendering system, from the eligible class of contractor registered with HP PWD for the works as detailed in the table .

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Earnest
Money

Cost
of

Tender

Eligible
class of

Contractor

Starting date for
downloading bid

Deadline for
submission

of bid
1 Construction of Govt. Pharmacy

College (type-III and type-IV staff
quarter) at Seraj Distt. Mandi (HP)
(SH;- C/o site Development, Building
portion, WS & SI and rainwater
harvesting system) Girls hostel
Block and staff quarter type-II-3 Nos,
Type-IV 8 Nos.

5,10,52, 851/- 10,21,100/- 5000/- Class-A 16.04.2022 at
11.00 AM

25.04.2022
at 09.00 AM

2 Construction 19.75 mtrs span single
lane RCC T-Beam Bridge on
KholugadRuratan road in Km. 0/0 to
2/800 (SH;- C/o Approaches, wing
wall and protection work to abutment
of RCC T-beam bridge)

48,94,465/- 97,900/- 2000/- Class-D 16.04.2022 at
11.00 AM

25.04.2022
at 09.00 AM

3 Construction of PHC Building
atParawara Tehsil Chachiot Distt.
Mandi (HP) (SH;- C/o Building
portion, WS & SI, septic tank and site
Development)

2,73,41,190/- 5,46,900/- 5000/- Class -B 16.04.2022 at
11.00 AM

25.04.2022
at 09.00 AM

The bidder are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www, hptenders.gov.in
Executive Engineer

Seraj Division HP.PWD
Janjehli Distt Mandi H.P

0038/HP For and on behalf of Governor of H.P

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,HHiitthheerrttoo KnownAsGautam,
D/oGulshan Kumar,W/o
GauravBudhiraja,Residing
At,G-1,AryaApartment, Sector-
15,Rohini,NorthWest-Delhi-
110089,Have ChangedMy
NameAndShall Hereafter Be
KnownASGautami.

0040608735-2

I,AMITKUMAR/AMITKUMAR
ASRI S/OSUBHASHASRI,R/OB-
15,MANSAROVERGARDEN,
DELHI-110015.HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOAMITASRI.

0040608760-4

I,DARPANMALHOTRA,W/O
HARVINDERPALSINGH,R/O
WZ-50B,GROUND-FLOOR,
GALINO.25,SANTGARH,TILAK-
NAGAR,DELHI-110018.
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
DARPANPREETKAUR.

0040608735-6

I,VinodKumar,S/o Late.
Rajaram,R/oA-217/1,Sanjay-
Colony,Okhla,Ph-II,NewDelhi-
110020,have changednameof
myson,fromSehwag
Tundalkar toPrateek
Tundelkar,for all,future
purposes. 0040608765-2

I,VinodKumar,S/o Late.
Rajaram,R/oA-217/1,Sanjay-
Colony,Okhla, Ph-II,NewDelhi-
110020,have changednameof
myson,fromManishTundalkar
toManishTundelkar,for all
futurepurposes.

0040608765-3

II hitherto knownasBaljinder
KaurMannw/o Jaswinder
SinghMann residingatVillage
Gharkhana, PO.Manki, Teh.
Samrala, Distt. Ludhiana,
Punjab-141114, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasBALWINDERKAUR.

0040608694-1

II,, Amrit Goyal S/oHarphool
SinghGoel R/o 110Church
Lane, JangpuraBhogalNew
Delhi-14, changedmynameas
Amrit Lal Goel for all purposes.

0040608595-1

II,, GaneshKumarPandeyR/oH
No.A-115, Pocket-A, Sarita
Vihar, SouthDelhi-110076do
hereby solemnly affirmand
declare that I have changedmy
name fromGANESHKUMAR to
GANESHKUMARPANDY for all
futurepurposes.

0040608682-1

II,, JunaidAlamS/oMohd
QutubuddinAlamR/o-U-16, Pul
Prahladpur, Delhi-110044have
changedmyname toMohd
JunaidAlam. 0040608760-1

II,, SukhdevSinghSyan /Sukhdev
SyanS/o- PremSingh R/O-B-
80,Second floor,Lajpat nagar-1,
Delhi 110024have changedmy
name toSukhdevSingh.

0040608511-4

II,, D BHANUwife ofDunna
TumbanathPresently residing
at 412, Air Force Station, Race
Course, NewDelhi-110003,
have changedmyname fromD
BHANU toDBHANUMATI, vide-
affidavit dated-4-3-2022.

0040605323-7

II,,AANNUUPPAAMMAASEHGAL,W/O
RAVIKANTDHAWAN,R/OF-14,
2nd-FLOOR,JEEVANPARK,
UTTAM-NAGAR,DELHI-110059.
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
ANUDHAWAN. 0040608760-3

II,, Santosh,W/oAjayKumar, R/o
C-3/331, NandNagri, Delhi-93,
doherebydeclare thatmy
correct name is Santosh.
Santosh (inAadharCard)&
Pinky (inmySon’s School
record) are thenameof same
person. In future, Iwill be know
asSantosh for all purposes.

0040608686-1

II,, YogeshKumarHaritwal S/o
LateRamAvatarHaritwalH.No.
4318/3KhNo. 117/20, Street
no.111,BlockB, SantNagar,
burari, Delhi-110084, declares
that YogeshKumarHaritwal
andYogeshSharmaare the
twonamesof a single person

0040608681-1

II,,RRaajjeeeevv Jain,S/oSh.Kali Ram
Jain,R/o 806/48,Lekhu-Nagar,
Tri-Nagar,NorthWest-
Delhi,Delhi-110035,have
declared that nameofmine is
wrongly-writtenasRajeev
Kumar Jain inmyPassport.No.
P9679104.Theactual-nameof
mine is Rajeev Jain,whichmay
beamendedaccordingly.

0040608735-5

II,,PP..CC..SShhaarrmmaaS/o-Late Shri.
M.N.SharmaR/o.G-5,HILLView-
Apartment,1055/1,Ward-7,
Mehrauli,New-Delhi-110030,
have changedmynameas
PrakashChandSharma,S/o
Late Shri.MadhawaNand
Sharma,for all,future
purposes. 0040608738-3

II,,NNoo--1122995544116688AA,,NNKKMansoor
AhmadKhoja,F/O-Zahid
MansoorKhoja,R/O-Kralpora
DardporaKupwara. Inmy
service record thenamendDo
Bofmysonhasbeenwrongly
mentionedasZahidAhmad
Khoja (DoB. 11.12.2010)
insteadof ZahidMansoor
Khoja (DoB- 05-02-2011).It
needs correction.. Objections
be filed toUnit 160(TA) JAKRIF
within sevendays.

0020436896-1

II,,RRaakkeesshhKumar,S/o-
Ramshresth Singh,R/o-H.No.J-
418.ArpanVihar,Jaitpur Extn.,
Badarpur,NewDelhi-
110044,inform that in
my,PassportNo.L2406123,my
nameRakeshKumar Singh
wrongly-written instead-of
correct nameRakesh
Kumar,bothnameare same
person. 0040608735-9

II,,AARRIIBBAAD/oSHABANA
BEGUM,R/O7890,GALI
MOHALLA SHAIKHANBARA
HINDU-RAO,DELHI-110006.
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
ARIBARAZA,D/OSHABANA
RAZA. 0040608735-3

II,,AARRPPIITTAA SAHU/ARPITAVIPIN
CHANDSAHU,W/o-VIPIN
CHANDSAHUR/o-2804,28th-
FLOORTOWER-1CATANIA-
MAHAGUNMEZZARIA SECTOR-
78,NOIDAGAUTAMBUDHA
NAGAR,U.P.201301,changedmy
name toARPITAVIPINSAHU.

0040608760-7

II,,BBIIMMAALLKUMAR JAIN,S/O
MAHABIRPRASAD JAIN,R/O
962,2nd-FLOOR,BAJAJANWALI-
GALI,JAIN-DHARAMSHALA,
NAJAFGARH,DELHI-110043.
CHANGEDMYNAMETOVIMAL
KUMAR JAIN. 0040608735-7

II,,DDeeeeppaakk@Rahul S/oSh.
Vinod,R/o 16/427-28
KalyanPuri,Mayur-Vihar
Patparganj,East-Delhi-110091,
DeepakandRahul is oneand
the sameperson.For all,future
purposes. 0040608735-8

II,,HHAARRWWAANNTT//HHAARRWWAANNTT SINGH
S/OHARBHAJANSINGHR/O
HNO.1/53,GROUND-FLOOR,
FRONT-SIDE,SUBHASH
NAGAR,TAGORE-GARDEN,
DELHI-110027.CHANGEDMY
NAMETOHARVANTSINGH.

0040608760-5

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownas Laxmi,D/o
MaduRam,residingat,A-77,
State-Bankof IndiaRaghubir-
Nagar,Tagore-Garden,Delhi-
110027, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asAyesha. 0040608738-6

II,,ZZAAHHIIDD S/OMOHDARIF,R/O
3322GALI SAWARKHANKUCHA
PANDIT LALKUAN,DELHI-
110006,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOMOHDZAHID.

0040608741-2

II,,VViinnooddKumar,S/o Late
Rajaram,R/oA-217/1,Sanjay-
Colony,Okhla,Ph-II,NewDelhi-
110020,have changednameof
myson,fromSonia Tundalkar
to Sonia Tundelkar,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040608765-1

II,,VViikkaass father of Laavika,R/o-
8820,Gali No-3,Multani-
Dhanda,PaharGanj,New-Delhi-
110055,have changedmyminor
daughter nameLaavika to
LaavikaAnand,for all
purposes. 0040608738-8

II,,VVIIPPIINN SAHU,S/o-VIMAL
CHANDRASAHU,R/o-2804,28th-
floor TOWER-1CATANIA
MAHAGUNMEZZARIASECTOR-
78,NOIDAGAUTAMBUDHA
NAGAR,U.P.201301,Changedmy
name toVIPINCHANDSAHU.

0040608760-8

II,,UUmmeesshhKumar Sharma,S/o
Sh.Yashpal R/o-3301,Aastha
Kunj,PlotNo-3,Sector-3,
Dwarka,SouthWest-Delhi-
110078,have changedmyname
toUmeshSharma,for all
purposes. 0040608738-2

II,,KKmm SwetaDeviW/oAmit
Kumar SinghR/oHNo-234,
DDA-Flats, Badarpur,New
Delhi-110044,have changedmy
nameShwetaSingh,for all
purpose. 0040608738-7

II,,KKhhaaiirrUll Nissa Sheikh,D/O-
NiyazAli R/O-G-38,First-Floor,
East-Of-Kailash,NewDelhi-
110065,HaveChangedMy,
MinorDaughters,Name
SamaahNoor ToSamaahNoor
Sheikh ForAll,FuturePurposes
Sheikh in Surname.

0040608735-10

II,,KKaanniisshhkk S/oPramodRohella,
R/o.H.No.-C-1/G-5,Shalimar
GardenExtn-2 Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad,U.P.-201005,have
beenchangedmyname to
KanishkRohilla 0040608735-4

II,,KK..NNaavviinn S/OVishwanathan,R/o
C-1505CharmsCastle,NH-58
bypass,Rajnagar Extension,
Ghaziabad-201017,have
changedmyname toK.Navin
lyer. 0040608738-9

II,,MMIISSSS..AANNSSHHIIKKAA SHARMA,D/o-
Sh.NarenderKumar Sharma,
R/o-186,OldGuptaColony,Vijay
Nagar,Delhi-110009,inform to
thegeneral public that
ANSHIKAandANSHIKA
SHARMA,bothnamesbelong to
oneand the samepersonand
it’sme.I haveaddedmy,family
surname/title ‘Sharma’ to to
mynameAnshika.

0040608735-11

II,,HHiitthheerrttooKnownAs Imlesh
Kumar,S/oKishanPal
Singh,ResidingAt,H.No.81,
Block-C,Pratap-Nagar,Mandoli
Saboli,North-East,Delhi-
110093,HaveChangedMy
NameAndShall Hereafter Be
KnownAsViraj Singh.

0040608735-1

II,,JJCC--553300552288PP SubedarMajor
Kunwar Singh,S/o-Heera
SainghBalawaala,R/o
Bhagirathi-Puram,Dehradun,
Uttarakhand:-248001,Inform
That nameofmysonhasbeen
erroneusly recordcedas
VEBHAV inmyservice-
documents.The crorect-name
ofmyson isVAIBHAVRAWAT.

0040608738-4

II,,UUjjjjwwaallBhardwaj S/oRajesh
KumarR/oE-2/10,Ganga
Triveni, Apartment Plot
No.24/1,Sector-9,Rohini Delhi-
110085 changedmyname to
Ujjwal. 0040608738-1

II,,RRaattaannDutta S/O,Narayan
ChandraDutta,R/O,B-430,
Block-B,RadhaKrishnaMandir
RoadSwaroop-Nagar LibasPur
Delhi-110042,have changedmy
name toRattanDutta.

0040608741-1

II,,SSuunniillMalik S/o Late. Romesh
ChanderMalik R/oE-2,Antriksh
Greens, PlotNo-F-1, Sector-
50,Noida, Gautambudhnagar
have changedmyname to
Sunil RajMalik 0040608695-1

II,,JJAASSKKEEEERRAATT SINGHS/O
HARVANTSINGHR/OHNO.
1/53,GROUND-FLOOR,FRONT-
SIDE,SUBHASH-NAGAR,
TAGORE-GARDEN,DELHI-
110027.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
JASKIRATSINGH.

0040608760-6

II,,VVEEEENNAA,,W/O.ASHOKKUMAR,
ADD.T-510/C-82, BALJEET
NAGARPATELNAGARCENTRAL
DELHI-110008. Changedmy
name toMEENAKSHIKATYAL,
permanently.

0040608738-5

II,,SSaannyyaaChoudharyD/o-Navneet
SinghR/o-C-1103, Prateek
StylomeApartment, PlotNo-
Gh-04/B, Sec-45Noida, UP-
201303 have changedmyname
toSanyaChowdhury.

0040608697-1

II,,SSAANNJJEEEEVVGARG,S/OKANHIYA
LALGARG,R/o Flat.No.701,
Celestial Comfort
Condominium,GH-27,Sector-4,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad(UP)have
changedmyname toSANJEEV
KUMARGARG. 0040608760-2

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby
informed that Sh. Sunil Dutt
Sugandh S/o Late Sh. Babu Lal
Sugandh R/o II/45/2, Sadar
Bazar, Delhi Cantt, New Delhi -
110010, owner & legal possessor
of properties bearing No. II/45/2,
Sadar Bazar, Delhi Cantt in
Survey No. 49/34 AND II/40/03,
Sadar Bazar, Delhi Cantt in
Survey No. 49/36 & 49/37 has
requested Delhi Cantonment
Board for recording his name in
the House Tax Register in respect
to properties bearing No. II/45/2,
Sadar Bazar, Delhi Cantt AND
II/40/03, Sadar Bazar, Delhi
Cantt, being the owner of the said
properties. The said properties
are in his exclusive possession. If
any person has objection to the
recording of his name in respect
of the said properties,
he/she/they may file his/her/their
objection(s) within 30 days of the
publication of this notice to the
Chief Executive Officer of Delhi
Cantonment Board, failing which
the matter for recording of the
name in the House Tax Register
qua the said properties shall be
considered by the competent
authority in accordance with law.
For and on behalf of Sh. Sunil
Dutt Sugandh S/o Late Sh. Babu
Lal Sugandh R/o II/45/2, Sadar
Bazar, Delhi Cantt, New Delhi -
110010

CHIRANJEEV SUGANDH
Office: 33/3158, Beadon Pura,

Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005

PUBLIC NOTICE
The public in general is hereby
informed that my clients Mr.
Parveen Gupta & Mrs. Rukmani
Gupta, intend to purchase Flat
No. J-1401, 14th Floor (size
2666.14 Sq.ft.) with 2 car
parking No. U-J-60 & L-J-52
in the project "Premier
Terraces at The Palm Drive,
Sector 66, Gurgaon,
Haryana" from Mr. Shailendar
Kothari S/o Sh. Surya
Prashad Kothari & Mrs Nidhi
Kothari W/o Mr. Shailendar
Kothari R/o Flat No. 887,
Sector -A, Pocket - C, Vasant
Kunj, New Delhi -110070,
Presently Residing at 6029
Roaring Springs Drive, North
Richland Hills, Texas 76180,
USA.
Any person having any rights,
title, claim or interest in the said
property, by way of sale,
inheritance, possession,
succession, mortgage, lien,
lease, gift or otherwise
howsoever in respect of the
same, shall intimate the
objection in writing to the
undersigned with supporting
documents thereof within 15
days from the date of
publication of this notice or else
any such claims by anyone
shall not be considered and
shall be deemed to have been
waived and/or abandoned. And,
my clients shall proceed to
conclude the deal / purchase
and no claims shall be
entertained thereafter.

Sd/- Sandeep Gupta
Advocate for the Purchaser
Ch. No. 572, Patiala House

Court, New Delhi-110001
Mob: 9891165313

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT SH.
PRAVEEN KUMAR SINGH S/O SH. UMED
SINGH R/O B-147,C/3, PREM NAGAR,
STREET NO-7, PHASE-III, NAJAFGARH,
NEW DELHI, HAVE SEVERED HIS
RELATIONS WITH HIS SON YAMAN
SUREDIA AND HIS WIFE NEHA GUPTA
AND THIER ONE YEAR DAUGHTER
(LIVING SEPARATELY).
MY CLIENT HAVE DISOWNED AND
DEBARRED HIS SON AND HIS WIFE
FROM ALL OF HIS MOVABLE AND
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES DUE TO
THIER MISCONDUCT, VIOLENT
BEHAVIOUR AND BAD HABITS AND
ANYBODY DEALING WITH THEM WILL
DO AT HIS/HER/THEIR OWN RISK AND
CONSEQUENCES. MY CLIENT SHALL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIER
ACTS AND DEED IN FUTURE.

Sd/-
RAVI CHAUHAN (ADVOCATE)

ENROL NO-D/1122 /94
OFF-: B-67, TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client's Dr.
MAN MOHAN KOHLI S/O SH. SIRI
RAM KOHLI and Mrs. PRATIBHA
KOHLI W/O Dr. MAN MOHAN KOHLI
Both R/O C- 47A, SHIVAJI PARK,
WEST PUNJABI BAGH, DELHI-110026
have severed all relations with their son
Mr. SHIKHAR KOHLI and his wife Dr.
AKANSHA MAHAJAN and have
further debarred and disowned them
from any right or authority to their all
movable and immovable properties, or
relationship with them, nor shall my
clients hold any liability in respect
thereof their actions/inactions, in any
kind whatsoever.

Sd/-
ANKUR SHARMA (Advocate)

110, Rishal Complex, Shiva Market,
Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOW ALL MEN that my clients Sh.
Ashok Kumar Sadana S/O Late Sh.
Chaman Lal Sadana and Smt. Veena
Sadana W/O Sh. Ashok Kumar
Sadana both R/O BD-82, Vishakha
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-110034
have severed all their relations with
their son Sh. Amit Sadana and his wife
Smt. Shalu Sharma both presently
residing at BD-82, Vishakha Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034 and further
debarred them from all their moveable
and immoveable properties due to their
causing immense mental and physical
torture, humiliation, disrespect,
harassment, hurling abuses and
advancing threats to implicate them in
false and frivolous cases. Any one
dealing with them in any way or
manner whatsoever shall be doing on
his own risks and consequences.

K.P. GUPTAADVOCATE
M.P. 41, Maurya Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that
fo l lowing share cer t ificates of Pfizer
Limited having its registered office at
Pfizer center, Patel estate, Patel estate
road, off SV road, Jogeshwari West,
Mumbai 400102, registered in the name of
the has been lost byWinod Kumar Koul
t h e r eg i s t e r ed ho l de r o f Fo l i o No .
0014063, (1 ) Cer t i fica te No. 72408 ,
Distinctive No. 5974309-5974358 share-
50 (2) Certificate No. 72409, Distinctive
No. 5974359-5974368, share-10 & (3)
Cert ificate No. 72410, Dist inct ive No.
5974369-5974374, share 04, Total share -
64, The publ ic are hereby caut ioned
against purchasing or dealing in anyway
with the above referred share certificates.
Any person(s) has/have any claim in
respect of the said share certificate(s)
should lodge such claim with the company
or its registrar and transfer agents Karvy
Computershare Pvt Ltd, Karvy Selenium
Tower B P lo t no 31-32 Gach ibow l i ,
financia l d is t r ic t , Hyderabad-500032,
within 15 days of the publication of the
not ice . Af te r wh ich no c la im wi l l be
entertained and the company may proceed
to issue duplicate share certificate(s) to
the registered holder(s).

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that
fo l lowing share cer t ificates of Pfizer
Limited having its registered office at
Pfizer center, Patel estate, Patel estate
r oad , o f f SVRoad , J ogeshwa r i Wes t ,
Mumbai- 400102,registered in the name of
VIDYA SHOREE KAUL has been lost by
the registered holder Folio No. 0014066,
(1) Certificate No. 72417, Distinctive No.
5974421-5974470 share-50 (2) Certificate
No. 72418, Dist inct ive No. 5974471-
5974480 , share-10 & (3) Cer t i fica te
No.72419 , D is t inc t i ve No. 5974481-
5974484 The, share 04, Total share -64.
pub l ic are hereby caut ioned against
purchasing or dealing in anyway with the
above referred share certificates. Any
person(s) has/have any claim in respect of
the said share certificate(s) should lodge
such c la im wi th the company or i ts
reg is t ra r and t rans fe r agen ts Karvy
computershare Pvt ltd, Karvy Selenium
Tower B, Plot no 31-32, Gachibowl i ,
financ ia l d is t r ic t , Hyderabad-500032,
within 15 days of the publication of the
not ice . Af te r wh ich no c la im wi l l be
entertained and the company may proceed
to issue duplicate share certificate(s) to
the registered holder(s).

PUBLIC NOTICE
“It is hereby notified to the general public
by this public notice that my client Mr.
Nikhil Kumar Singh S/o Late Sh. Kamlesh
Kumar Singh R/o d-63, Ground Floor,
Hakikat Rai Road, Gali No. 6, Adarsh
Nagar, Delhi- 110033, had executed a GPA
in favour of Mr. Mahender Singh S/o Mr.
Ram Kumar Singh in respect of entire third
floor, with roof/ terrace rights, being part of
shop bearing No. B-202, Situated at New
Subzi Mandi, Azadpur, Delhi- 110033 on
23.05.2017, duly attested by the Notary
Public, Delhi and under certain
circumstances, my client does not want to
retain said Mr. Mahender Singh as his
General Attorney anymore and all the
powers in respect of the aforesaid property
delegated to said Mr. Mahender Singh
through aforesaid GPA dated 23.05.2017
is cancelled, revoked and withdrawn and
my client has also served a legal notice
dated 29.03.2022, to this effect to said Mr.
Mahender Singh. If anyone deals with said
Mr. Mahender Singh on the basis of said
general power of attorney, in any manner
whatsoever shall be doing his/her own risk
and responsibility, my client shall not be
responsible for the same.

VIKAS SHARMA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 214, Civil Side,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
clients Mr. Arvinder Pal Singh, S/o Late S.
Kawal Pal Singh and Mrs. Navneet Kaur W/o
Arvinder Pal Singh, both R/o A-20/18, DLF
Phase-1, Gurgaon, Haryana, Mob.
No.9810061678 had booked on 18.09.2013
an Apartment Unit bearing No. MGE-2, TW-
06/14A booked with M3M India Ltd. in their
Project titled M3M Golf Estate-Fairway, East,
located in Sector-65, Gurgaon, Haryana
having super area of 6343 sq. ft.

As M3M India Ltd. could not handover the
aforementioned apartment on time, my clients
approached National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission, New Delhi and filed
Consumer Case against M3M India Ltd.
praying for necessary reliefs and the said
case is still pending before the Hon'ble
NCDRC, New Delhi.

Any person who is entering into any contract/
agreement of sale/ purchase with respect to
the aforesaid property is doing the same at
his/her own costs, risks and consequences.
The said person will have no rights or claims
against my clients Mr. Arvinder Pal Singh and
Mrs. Navneet Kaur as the matter with respect
to the aforesaid property is sub-judice before
the Hon'ble NCDRC, New Delhi and the
decision of the Hon'ble Commission will be
final in this respect.

Sd/-
RAJIV DEWAN

Advocate
Off. 325, Lawyer’s Chamber,

High Court Building,
Sher Shah Suri Road,

New Delhi-110003

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
clients Mrs. Gurbani Kaur, W/o Mr. Jasmeet
Singh and Mr. Jasmeet Singh S/o Late S.
Kawal Pal Singh, both R/o A-20/18, DLF
Phase-1, Gurgaon, Haryana, Mob.
No.9873177888 had booked on 18.05.2012
an Apartment Unit bearing No. MGE-2, TW-
02/07B booked with M3M India Ltd. in their
Project titled M3M Golf Estate-Fairway, East,
located in Sector-65, Gurgaon, Haryana
having super area of 5,219 sq. ft.

As M3M India Ltd. could not handover the
aforementioned apartment on time, my clients
approached National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission, New Delhi and filed
Consumer Case against M3M India Ltd.
praying for necessary reliefs and the said
case is still pending before the Hon'ble
NCDRC, New Delhi.

Any person who is entering into any contract/
agreement of sale/ purchase with respect to
the aforesaid property is doing the same at
his/her own costs, risks and consequences.
The said person will have no rights or claims
against my clients Mrs. Gurbani Kaur and Mr.
Jasmeet Singh as the matter with respect to
the aforesaid property is sub-judice before the
Hon'ble NCDRC, New Delhi and the decision
of the Hon'ble Commission will be final in this
respect.

Sd/-
RAJIV DEWAN

Advocate
Off. 325, Lawyer’s Chamber,

High Court Building,
Sher Shah Suri Road,

New Delhi-110003

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is inform to the public at large that my client
Shri Kulwant Singh S/o Balu Ram and Smt.
Sushila W/o Kulwant Singh R/o House No.
1630/45, B-Block, Bengali Colony, Hanuman
Kunj, Sant Nagar, Burari, Delhi has
disownned and debarred his Son Shri Ajit
Singh and his Wife Smt. Chanda and her
Daughter Anusavi from his moveable and
immoveable properties and also has severed
all connection with them. Any body dealing
with them his/her on their risk, cost and
consequences. My client shall not be
responsible in any manner.

Sd/-
RAJNI JAIN
ADVOCATE

ENRL. NO. D-157-A/1979
CHAMBER No. 208, 2ND FLOOR,

LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK,
ROHINI COURTS, DELHI-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be It Known that my clients
ANAMIKA WADHWA W/o DEEPAK
WADHWA R/o B-93, First Floor
Ashok Enclave Part-2, Sector-37,
Faridabad, have disowned and
severed all their relation with her son
namely JAGAN WADHWA and
daughter-in law KRITI CHATRAT
W/o JAGAN WADHWA debarred him
from her movable and immovable
properties/assets due to his mis-
behaviour. Any body dealing with
him in civil and criminal matter shall
be doing at his/her/their Own risk,
Cost and responsibility.

KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl.No.D-748/2014.

NRI/GREENCARD

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTT

AASSTTRROOLLOOGGYY

II,,IIsshhwwaarr ChanderKapur,s/o
RamDittaMalKapur,resident
of,A-1/48,Janakpuri, New-
Delhi-110058,have lost the
abovementioned-property’s
documents namely:Allotment-
Letter,HandingOver
Possession-Letter,Possession
Slip,D-FormandC-Form.

0040608741-8

II,,VViinniitt Lal,S/o J.M.Lal,R/o.C-
177,Golf ViewApartment
Saket,NewDelhi,have lostmy
original-DemandCum-
Allotment Letter,Letter for
Handlingover of Possession,
Site-PossessionandNOC for
Electricity andWater-Supply of
above saidAddress.Findermay
contact at-Mobile. No.
9810080559. 0040608738-10

Australian citizen, 41/ 5’7”, BTech,
MBA, Please send girl’s biodata
with recent photos at
redgum85@gmail.com
<mailto:redgum85@gmail.com> or
WhatsApp (+61) 467610362

0050194544-1

DDoouubbllee Storeyhouse for Sale in
prime&excellent locationnear
Haridwar, thehouse complies
withVastu Shastra&near to
temple andGurudwara. It has 2
bed rooms, hall, kitchenand
verendah inground floor plus 2
bed rooms, hall kitchen and
verandahon1st floorwith roof
top. 2 seprate toilets and
batroomsonground&1st
floor. Please sendyour interest
to : RLOCHAN22@GMAIL.COM

0040608433-1

SSuuiittaabblleematch forAustralian
Citizen very fair Hinduboy
1984, 5’-8”, Now inNewDelhi for
fewdays.Masters inAccounts
&FinanceandCPA from
Australia. Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA) and Financial
RiskManager (FRM) fromUSA.
Contact: 98110-14549, 98109-
38142. 0020436864-1

RReeqquuiirreedd Immediate
Male/Female Tele callers
HavingKnowledgeOfAnyTwo
LanguagesasGiven: Punjabi,
Marathi,Gujrati,Bengali,
Assamese,Mizo,Telegu,Malaya
lam,KannardandTamil. Apply
OnlyWhoCanSpeak/Write/
Readanyof TwoLanguages to
hr@biinfotech.com

0040608741-10

CCoonnttaacctt P.D.KumarAstrologer
for expert futureguidelines
andmost accurate solution for
health,marriage, career etc.
Mail at
astrologer_kumar@yahoo.co
m for completedetails.
Satisfactionassured.

0050194439-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PPRROOPPEERRTTYYFFOORR SSAALLEE

SSEERRVVIICCEESS

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi



AT WWII MUSEUM,
GALLERYDEDICATEDTOELDERPRESIDENTBUSH
The National WWII Museum in New Orleans has dedicated a gallery of planes to former avi-
ator President George H.W. Bush, who was forced to bail out of his bomber during the war
when it was hit by Japanese anti-aircraft fire. The New Orleans Advocate reported that Bush
was remembered during the dedication ceremony at the museum where the gallery displaying
aircraft flown during the war was christened the George H.W. Bush Aviation Gallery.

UNITEDSTATES

WillSmith
resignsfrom
filmAcademy
LosAngeles:WillSmithre-
signedonFridayfromthe
motion picture academy
followinghisOscarsnight
slapofChrisRockandsaid
hewould accept any fur-
ther punishment the or-
ganisation imposed.
Smith ina statement said
he will “fully accept any
and all consequences for
my conduct.” Film acad-
emy president David
Rubin said Smith’s resig-
nationwasaccepted.“We
willcontinuetomovefor-
ward with our discipli-
nary proceedings against
Smith.” “I betrayed the
trustof theAcademy.Ide-
prived other nominees
andwinners of their op-
portunitytocelebrateand
becelebratedfortheirex-
traordinary work,”
Smith’sstatementsaid.AP

FilmAcademy said
Smith’s resignation
wasaccepted.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

UNITEDKINGDOM

Mediawatchdog
Ofcomsuspends
KhalsaTVlicence
London:The UK’s media
watchdoghassuspended
the licence of Khalsa
TelevisionLtdtobroadcast
inthecountryafteran in-
vestigation found its KTV
channel breachedbroad-
casting rules with
Khalistani propaganda.
The Office of
Communications(Ofcom)
announced its decision
thisweek after serving a
suspension notice to the
company over a ‘Prime
Time'programme,broad-
castonKTVonDecember
30lastyear,forabreachof
the Broadcasting Code
withcontentlikelyto“en-
courageorincitethecom-
missionofacrimeor lead
todisorder”. KhalsaTVLtd
nowhas21daysinwhich
tomake representations
toOfcom. PTI

CHINA

USinvestigators
toaidinplane
crashprobe
Beijing:USaccidentinves-
tigators have flown to
China to help authorities
there probe lastmonth’s
deadly crash of a Boeing
jetliner. The National
Transportation Safety
Board said the team de-
partedforChinaonFriday
to participate in the Civil
Aviation Administration
ofChina’sinvestigationof
the crash of a China
Eastern Airlines Boeing
737-800. As part of that
assistance, the plane's
cockpit voice recorder is
being downloaded and
analysed at a US lab in
Washington, federaloffi-
cials saidFriday. AP

UNITEDSTATES

TwowithIndia
origingetkey
adminpositions
Washington:USPresident
JoeBidenhasannounced
his intent to nominate
Indian-origin civil rights
attorneyKalpanaKotagal
and certified public ac-
countant Vinay Singh to
key administration posi-
tions.Kotagalisthenom-
ineeforCommissioneron
the Equal Employment
Opportunity
Commission, while
Singh has been nomi-
nated as Chief Financial
Officer, Department of
Housing and Urban
Development, theWhite
HousesaidonFriday.PTI
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London: The prevalence of
Covid-19 in theUKhas reached
record levels,withabout1 in13
people estimated tobe infected
with the virus in the pastweek,
latest figures fromBritain’s offi-
cial statisticsagencyshowed.
Some 4.9 million people

wereestimatedtohavethecoro-
navirus in the week ending
March 26, up from 4.3 million
recorded in the previousweek,
theOffice forNational Statistics
said Friday, The latest surge is
driven by themore transmissi-
bleOmicronvariantBA.2.
Hospitalisations and death

ratesarerising,althoughthenum-
berofpeopledyingwithCovid is
stillrelativelylowcomparedwith
earlierthisyear.Thefigurescame
onthedaythegovernmentended
freerapidCovid-19testsformost
peopleinEngland. AP

Covid in UK at record
levels with 4.9 mn infected

BRENDAGOH&
ENGENTHAM
SHANGHAI, APRIL2

ESTHERZHAO thought shewas
doing the right thingwhen she
brought her 2-1/2-year-old
daughter toaShanghaihospital
witha feveronMarch26.
Three days later, Zhao was

begginghealthauthoritiesnot to
separate themafter she and the
little girl both testedpositive for
Covid-19,sayingherdaughterwas
too young to be taken away to a
quarantinecentreforchildren.
DoctorsthenthreatenedZhao

thatherdaughterwouldbeleftat
the hospital,while shewas sent
to thecentre, if shedidnotagree
totransferthegirltotheShanghai

Public Health Clinical Center in
thecity’s Jinshandistrict.
Sinceherdaughterwassent

to thecentreZhaohashadonly

onebriefmessage that shewas
fine, sent through a group chat
with doctors, despite repeated
pleas for information from

Zhao and her husband, who is
inaseparatequarantinesiteaf-
ter also testing positive.
Zhaoispanickingevenmore

afterimagesofcryingchildrenat
a Shanghai health facility went
viral in China. The anonymous
poster said thesewere children
who had tested positive for
Covidand been separated from
theirparentsat Jinshancentre.
The photos and videos

posted on China’s Weibo and
Douyin social media platforms
showed wailing babies kept
three to a cot. In one video, a
groaning toddler crawlsoutof a
roomwithfourchild-sizedbeds
pushedagainstthewall.Whilea
few adults can be seen in the
videos, they are outnumbered
by thenumberof children.

Reuters could not immedi-
ately verify the images, but a
source familiar with the facility
confirmed they were taken at
the Jinshan facility.
The Shanghai Public Health

Clinical Center said, however,
that the photos and videos cir-
culatingon internetwerenotof
a “Jinshan infant quarantine fa-
cility” but were scenes taken
when the hospital wasmoving
its paediatric ward to another
building to cope with a rising
Covidpaediatricpatients.
This was done to “improve

thehospitalenvironment”,itsaid
onitsofficialWeChataccounton
Saturday. The Shanghai govern-
mentreferredReuterstothehos-
pital'sstatementanddeclinedto
comment further. REUTERS

Shanghai separates Covid-positive children from parents

Thesecondstageof a two-stage lockdownbegins in
ShanghaionFriday.Reuters

PHOTOS AND VIDEOS ON ONLINE PLATFORMS SHOWED WAILING BABIES KEPT 3 TO A COT

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL2

THESRI Lankangovernmenton
Saturday imposed a 36-hour
curfew as a nationwide public
emergency has been enforced
aheadofaplannedanti-govern-
ment rally over theworst eco-
nomiccrisis in the islandnation
thathashit thecommonman.
The island-wide curfew has

been imposedwith effect from
6pm Saturday to 6amMonday
(April4),theinformationdepart-
ment said. President Gotabaya
Rajapaksahasgiventhedirective
under the Public Security
Ordinance regulations, it said.
Themovecameastheisland

nationbraced for country-wide
protests on Sunday against the
government’s poor handling of
the ongoing economic crisis
where people currently endure
longhoursofpoweroutagesand
scarcityof essentials.The impo-
sition of curfewwould prevent
citizens fromholdingprotests.
Rajapaksa issued a special

gazettenotificationlateonFriday
night, declaring a public emer-
gencywitheffect fromApril1.
Inanotherregulationfollow-

ing his action to impose a state
ofemergency,Rajapaksasaidno
one should come out and visit
publicplacesduringthecurfew.
However, even after the cur-

few came into force at 6pmon
Saturday, peaceful protests con-
tinuedwellintothenight.People
wereseenprotestingin Colombo
suburbsdespitethecurfeworder.

AbuswassetonfirebydemonstratorsduringprotestsagainstLankanPresidentGotabaya
Rajapaksaoutsidehis residenceonFriday.Reuters

STATEOFEMERGENCYDECLARED

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL2

Sri Lanka’s former President
MaithripalaSirisena’s Freedom
Party has called on President
GotabayaRajapaksa to forman
all-party government to tide
over theworst economic crisis
in the island nation and said it
may leave the alliance if its re-
questwas ignored.
Party’s general secretary

and a state minister Dayasiri
Jayasekera said the Central
Committee decided on Friday
to urge for the formation of a
government representing all
parties in Parliament.
TheSriLankaFreedomParty

(SLFP) with 14 Members of
Parliament is the largest group
within the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) ruling coali-
tion. SirisenaisSLPPchairbuthe
isnotaminister.
“We have entrusted the

party leaders to takeadecision
as to whether the SLFP would
leave the government if the
government ignored our re-
quest to forman all-party gov-
ernment,” Jayasekera said.
Rajapaksa has defended his

government's actions, saying
the foreign exchange crisiswas
not his making and the eco-
nomic downturn was largely
pandemic drivenwhere the is-
land's tourism revenue and in-
ward remittanceswaning.

Economic crisis: Ex-President’s party
urges Gotabaya to form all-party govt

40k MT diesel
from India
reaches Lanka

Crisis-hit Lanka imposes curfewas
food, fuel shortages trigger protests

Colombo: A consignment of
40,000metric tonnes of diesel
fromIndia reachedSri Lankaon
Saturday, the fourth such assis-
tance fromNewDelhi, tomiti-
gate the spike in power cuts in
theislandnation. Officialsof the
state fuel entity, Ceylon
Electricity Board, said the sup-
plieswouldeasethepowercuts.
“More fuel supplies deliv-

ered by #India to #SriLanka!
#IndianassistancethroughLine
ofCreditof$500mnwashanded
over by High Commissioner to
EnergyMinisterGaminiLokuge
in #Colombo today," the Indian
HighCommission tweeted.PTI

NO-TRUSTVOTETODAY

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ISLAMABAD,APRIL2

PAKISTAN’S PRIME Minister
ImranKhan,whohaspromisedto
bowl an inswing yorker against
Opposition leaders for tabling a
no-confidencemotion against
him,isnowfacingtheprospectof
beingrunoutinthenumbergame
inParliamentonSundaywithkey
alliesdesertinghimandasizeable
numberofrebellawmakersvow-
ingtovoteagainsthim.
Khan,whocametopowerin

2018with promises to create a
‘Naya Pakistan’, is at a critical
junctureofhispoliticalcareeras
hehas lostmajority after defec-
tion fromhis Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI)party.Twoofhisal-
lied parties alsowithdrew their
support and joined the ranks of
the rejuvenatedOpposition.
The 69-year-old cricketer-

turnedpoliticianisfacingtheno-
confidencemotion, whichwas
tabled by the Leader of the
Opposition in the National
Assembly Shehbaz Sharif on
March 28. The National
Assemblyisscheduledtovoteon
theno-trustmotiononSunday.
Khan needs 172 votes in the

lower house of 342 to foil the
Opposition’s bid to topple him.
However,theOppositionclaims
it has the support of 175 law-
makers and the primeminister
should immediately resign.
A defiant Khan has said that

hewill not resigndespite losing
themajorityandinsistedthathe
will “fight till the last ball” and

facethevoteofno-confidencein
theNationalAssembly.Khanhas
described the rebel lawmakers
as “traitors” and said that they
will be branded as such for the
rest of their lives as he pleaded
withthemtocomebackandfoil
theOpposition'sattempttotop-
plehisgovernment.

In numbers game,
Imran’s run out
chances are high

Imranhas lostmajorityafter
defectionfromhisPakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party. File

RUSSIANTROOPSSHIFTFOCUSEAST;UKRAINEREGAINS30TOWNS,VILLAGES

AP&REUTERS
KYIV,APRIL2

AS RUSSIAN forces pull back
fromUkraine’scapitalregion,re-
treating troops are creating a
“catastrophic”situationforcivil-
ians by leaving mines around
homes, abandoned equipment
and “even the bodies of those
killed,” President Volodymyr
ZelenskyywarnedSaturday.
UkraineanditsWesternallies

reportedmounting evidence of
Russia withdrawing its forces
fromaroundKyivandbuildingup
troopstrengthineasternUkraine.
Ukrainianfightersreclaimedsev-
eral areas near the capital after
forcing theRussiansoutormov-
ing in after them, officials said.
Zelenskyy said he expects de-
parted towns to enduremissile
and rocket strikes fromafar and
forbattleintheeasttobeintense.
Moscow’s focus on eastern

Ukraine also kept the besieged
Mariupol in the crosshairs. The
International Committee of the
Red Cross planned to try
Saturdaytoget intoMariupol to
evacuateresidents.Thehuman-
itariangroupsaidateamwason
thewaytohelpfacilitatethesafe
passageofciviliansonSaturday.
Ukrainian presidential ad-

viser Okeksiy Arestovych said
Ukrainian troops had retaken
over30townsandvillagesinthe
region since Russia announced
this week it would scale down
operationsaroundthecapitalto
focusonbattles in theeast.

RussianshellingdamagesMakariv townon Friday.Reuters

THENEWYORKTIMES
APRIL2

THESTREAMofantiwarlettersto
a St. Petersburg lawmaker has
driedup.SomeRussianswhohad
criticisedtheKremlinhaveturned
into cheerleaders for the war.
Thosewhopubliclyopposeithave
foundtheword“traitor”scrawled
ontheirapartmentdoor.
Five weeks into President

Vladimir V. Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine, there are signs that the
Russianpublic’s initial shockhas
givenwaytoamixof support for

theirtroopsandangerattheWest.
Pollsandinterviewsshowthat

manyRussiansnowacceptPutin’s
contention that their country is
under siege from theWest and
hadno choice but to attack. The
war’s opponents are leaving the
countryorkeepingquiet.
“We are in a timemachine,

hurtlingintothegloriouspast,”an
oppositionpoliticianinthewest-
ernRussianregionofKaliningrad,
SolomonI.Ginzburg,saidinatele-
phone interview.Heportrayed it
asapoliticalandeconomicregres-
sionintoSoviettimes.“Iwouldcall
itadevolution,oraninvolution.”

Polls released this week by
Russia’smostrespectedindepend-
entpollster,Levada,showedPutin’s
approvalratinghitting83percent,
up from69per cent in January.
Eighty-onepercentsaidtheysup-
portedthewar,describingtheneed
toprotectRussianspeakersas its
primaryjustification.
Antiwarprotests,whichledto

more than15,000arrests across
thecountryinthefirstweeksofthe
war, have largelypeteredout. By
someestimates, severalhundred
thousandRussianshavefledamid
outrageover thewar and fear of
conscriptionandclosedborders.

Kyiv:AprominentUkrainian
photojournalist whowent
missing last month in a
combat zone near the capi-
tal has been found dead.
Ukraine’s Prosecutor
General’s office said on
Saturday that Maks Levin
was killed with two gun-
shots, fired allegedly by the
Russian military. Levin’s
bodywas found in theHuta
Mezhyhirska village on
Friday.Levin,40,workedasa
photojournalistandvideog-
rapher formany Ukrainian
and international publica-
tions.Aprobe intohisdeath
hasbeen launched. AP

Valletta:PopeFrancissaidon
Saturdayhewasconsidering
a trip to Kyiv and implicitly
criticised Russian President
VladimirPutinovertheinva-
sionofUkraine,sayinga“po-
tentate”wasfomentingcon-
flict fornationalist interests.
"Onceagain,somepotentate,
sadly caught up in anachro-
nisticclaimsofnationalistin-
terests, is provoking and fo-
menting conflicts, whereas
ordinary people sense the
need to build a future that,
will either be shared, or not
beatall,"hesaid.REUTERS

POPE ‘CRITICISES’PUTIN,
CONSIDERSKYIVTRIP

Zelenskyy warns of disaster around Kyiv
UKRAINEJOURNALIST
KILLED INCOMBATZONE

Shaken at first, many Russians now
rally behind Putin’s Ukraine invasion

Colombo: The Sri Lankan
Defence Ministry on
Saturday rejectedsocialme-
dia speculation that Indian
Armed troopshadarrived in
the island nation to help
maintainlawandorder,amid
growing public protests.
Secretary, DefenceMinistry,
Kamal Gunaratne told news
personnel that local troops
werecapableofhandlingany
nationalsecurityemergency
andnosuchaidfromoutside
was required. PTI

INDIAN TROOPSNOT
HELPINGUS:MINISTRY

MICHAELLEVENSON
APRIL2

FOR DECADES, the police in
Shelby County, Ind., could not
identifythemanwhobrokeinto
houses at night, armedwith a
knifeoragun,wokehisvictims,
and then bound and sexually
tortured them. He often dis-
guised himself in a bulky coat
and covered his face with a ski
maskor leggings.
Then, in 2020, 35 years after

his last known assault in the
county, investigatorswerefinally
able to identify the attacker as
Steven Ray Hessler, and arrest
him. The breakthrough came,
prosecutors said,whenDNAex-
tractedfromtheenvelopeofawa-
ter bill that Hessler had licked
matchedDNAthatwasleftatthe
sceneof his last knowncrime in
thecounty,onAug.17,1985.
On Friday, Hessler, 59, was

sentencedto650yearsinprison.
The sentence came amonth af-
ter a jury convicted Hessler of
twocountsof rape,sixcountsof
unlawfuldeviateconduct,seven
counts of burglary resulting in
bodily injury, three counts of
criminal deviate conduct and
onecountof robbery.
James B. Landwerlen, the

prosecutor in Shelby County,
southeast of Indianapolis, said
thatfromAug.14,1982,toAug.17,

1985, Hessler brutally assaulted
10 victims: sevenwomen, a 16-
year-old girl, and twomen, in-
cluding a formerMarinewhom
hehadhandcuffed, hogtied and
beatwithagun, leavinghimina
comaformonths.
Landwerlencreditedthevic-

timsfortestifyingtosomeofthe
tormenttheyhadenduredatthe
handsofHessler. “Theseattacks
have had profound impacts on
their lives,”hesaid.
Hessler plans to appeal his

conviction, according to his
lawyer, Bryan L. Cook, who at-
tacked the investigation.
“Several potentially viable

suspectswereruledoutbyDNA,
althougheightof10victimswere
not DNA cases —which was a
central issue in the case,” Cook
said.“Manyphysicaldescriptions
byvictimsoftheattackerdidnot
match Hessler’s age, build,
weight,eyecolouroreducation.”
WhenHesslerwasconvicted

after an eight-day jury trial last
month, several of the victims
cametocourttoheartheverdict
readaloud. “Theyareextremely
pleasedwith the convictions,”
Landwerlensaid. NYT

StevenRay
Hessler

Man sentenced to
650 years in prison
in 1980s sex crimes

United Nations/Geneva: A new
strain of the Covid-19Omicron
variant, first detected in theUK,
appearstobemoretransmissible
thanprevious strains, theWHO
has said, asserting that Covid-19
remains a public health emer-
gency of international concern.
WHO said the XE recombinant
(BA.1-BA.2)was first detected in
theUKon January 19 andmore
than600sequenceshavebeenre-
portedandconfirmedsincethen.
“Early-dayestimatesindicate

acommunitygrowthrateadvan-
tageof10%comparedwithBA.2.
However, this finding requires
confirmation,” it said. PTI

New strain more
transmissible than
others, says WHO

IFIMRANlosesthevote,
Parliamentcancontinueto
functionuntil itsfive-year
tenureendsinAugust2023,
afterwhichageneralelec-
tionisduewithin60days.
Therewillbeavoteinthe
NationalAssemblytoelecta
newPMtoserveuntilthen.
Candidatescanbeputfor-
wardbyanypartywithlegis-
latorsintheassembly.The
newPMcancallageneral
electionimmediately,with-
outwaitinguntil2023.

What
happens
after vote?E●EX
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TAKE5
GUJARAT CATTLE LAW

“IfgovtcanallotlandtoAmul
dairy,whynotus?”.Express

‘Is cattle-rearing
illegal? New law
will push us to
margins of cities’

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND

TRYINGTOhawkabunchofheadscratchers
heisclutching,hegesturestowardsthegreen
signmarkingBlock‘A’ofConnaughtPlace.“I
knowsomeofthealphabetsbecauseofthese
blocks. See, this is BlockA, then there is B, C
andD.Ialsoknowsomenumbers,that’sall.”
The13-year-oldwhohasspentalmosthis

entirelifeonfootpaths,intheshadowsofthe
Capital’s glitziest shops, at the heart of the
country’s seat of power, is among the chil-
dren theDelhi government aims to put in a
boardingschool.Theinitiativeforstreetchil-
dren,withaprovisionofRs10crore,wasan-
nouncedbytheArvindKejriwalgovernment
aspartof the recentbudget.
The13-year-oldhasneverbeentoschool,

andsayshedoesn’tseehimselfevergoingto
one. “I have three sisters and a brother. My
elder sister and Imust earn, andmaybeour
younger siblings can go to school,” he says.
“Iwill do this for the restofmy life.”
This earns a sharp rebuke from his 10-

year-old,school-goingcousin,whoisselling
glassbottleswithlightsstuffedinthem.“Yeh
maalbechkezindagibanalega(Youwillmake
alifeoutofsellingthisstuff)?”heasks.“Bana
lega (Yes),” shootsback the13-year-old.
Theboystartedoff sellingballoons, pro-

gressedtoairplanesthatwhiralittledistance
up into the air, beforemoving on to selling
head scratchers by day and glass bottles by
night.Hesayshehasbeendoingthis for the
pastsixmonthsorso,aftertheairplanesbe-
came“tooexpensive”.Dependingonthecus-

tomer,the13-year-oldadmitssheepishly,he
can sell a head scratcher for anything be-
tweenRs50andRs100.
Like his cousin, his siblings and parents

also sell similar trinkets across Connaught
Placeandnearbyareas.
The cousin in school dreams of becom-

ingapolicemansomeday,andhopestoown
a car like one parked nearby. “He thinks of
thesethings,notme,”the13-year-oldshrugs.
Whiletheyaretalking,thetwospotastern

NewDelhiMunicipalCouncil(NDMC)staffer

headedtowardsthem,andbothtaketotheir
heels.However, theofficialmanagestocatch
up,andpullsthetwoupfortryingtoselltheir
waresataplacewhereit isprohibited.
Theofficialgone, theboysstrollover toa

touchscreen interface set up by the NDMC
onapavementwithinformationonthecity,
its tourist sites, and services offered by the
NDMC.Theyfiddlewiththescreenforafew
minutes,jabbingatthecolouredsquares,not
able to read thewordsonthem.
“We’ll walk around here, and then go

back to the block when the NDMC people
have gone away. Theywill either take away
whatwe’re trying to sell, or ask us to pay a
fine,” says theexperienced13-year-old.
It’s 5 pm on Friday, when Connaught

Placeisbustling,andthetwoboys,whohave
beenat theblocksincearound2pm,expect
anotherfourhoursofbusinessbeforereturn-
ing to a shelter at Paharganj, around 3 km
away, for the night. The family, originally
fromKolhapur,Maharashtra,hasbeenliving
at theshelter fora fewyearsnow,hesays.

A good day’s work daymeans Rs 800-
Rs 900, the 13-year-old explains. “If we fool
around,wemakeonlyRs50-Rs100.”
Announcingtheboardingschoolforchil-

dren fromhomeless families, Deputy Chief
Minister and Finance Minister Manish
Sisodiasaid,“Theseschoolswillfacilitatethe
children to live, alongwith education, and
try tobring theminto themainstream.”
The13-year-oldsaysothershaveoffered

himschoolingbefore.“Peoplehaveaskedme
about it. Somebody came and tookmy fa-
ther’snumber too.But theynevercalled.”
Aseveningsetsin, the13-year-oldswaps

theheadscratchersforlit-upglassbottles,the
sameashis cousin is carrying, andheads for
nearbyJanpathMarket.Hisfatherpurchased
thesamefromSadarBazaar in themorning,
likeallthestufftheysell.“Thebottlessellwell
atnight,”hesays, foraroundRs100each.
On theway to Janpath, theboys stop for

rest outside Palika Bazaar, but are shooed
away by a person, who threatens to break
thebottles.
Clinkingastheboyswalkcarryingthem,

some slung over their shoulder, others in
their hands, the bottles turn some heads.
However,evenasthetwowalkupanddown
themarket trying tosell them,morepeople
stopjusttohavealookatthelightsandthen
carryon.Whenthe13-year-old lingers fora
while in frontof astall, theshopkeeperasks
himtomovesomewhereelse.
Closeto8pm,hehassoldenoughbottles

to have one hand free. The 13-year-old
throws itoverhiscousin’s shoulder,andthe
twomeltaway into thecrowdedstreet.

REPETITION DOES not kill the romance of
thestory.
A 36-year-old billionaire happens to

watchathrillingChampionsLeaguesemifi-
nal game between Real Madrid and
ManchesterUnitedat theUK’sOldTrafford.
Awestruck, he decides that night to buy a
footballclubinEngland.Sodeterminedwas
he that he did buy a club— not yet among
theelitesof theleague,butonewithaproud
heritage— in a littlemore than aweekend
into thepost-seasonbreak.
That was Russian oligarch Roman

Abramovich in 2003, when he bought
ChelseaFootballClub.
Now55,Abramovichiswatchinganother

duelfromaverydifferentvantagepoint,this
timeatagovernmentbuildinginIstanbul,as
teams fromUkraine and Russia negotiate
peace in the middle of a war. While
Abramovich’s role in the negotiations has
not been officially clarified, the speculation
inUkraine and the rest of Europe is that it’s
a bid by the billionaire to save his assets
scattered across the world. According to
TheGuardian,hehascontactedthefinancial
advisorofUkraine’sMinisterofFinanceand
promised to invest in thecountry.
Beyond the speculation, themere pres-

enceofAbramovichinthenegotiatingroom,
alongwithunverified claimsonlydays ear-
lier that he was poisoned, has thrust this
largely reclusive figure into thespotlight.

■ ■ ■

Thefirst timetheworldtooknoteof the
silver-haired businessman was when he
bought the club, which, for all his wealth,
continuestodefinehis identity.Thusbegan
the Roman Abramovich era in the English
PremierLeague.Thusbeganthepetrodollar
milieuinEuropeanfootball,whenthefinest
of footballers on the planet were bought
with extravagant, oil-smeareddollars, and
automatically won the most glittering of
trophies. Since 2003, Chelsea and
Manchester City, owned by the prince of
Abu Dhabi, have between them collected
10of the 19 league titles.
Therewerewizened sceptics, but there

werealsothosewhowereenamouredbythe
fanciful, fairytale storyof aRussianoligarch
sprinklingthemagicgolddustofdollarsand
transforming theclub toanovernightelite.
Therewas somethingmagnetically ap-

pealingabouthisbackstory too, a “typically
Russian story” which Abramovich himself
hasdescribed,notinanintervieworautobi-
ography but during a court hearing in a
cheating case filed against himby oil baron
Boris Berezovsky, his mentor-godfather-
businesspartner-turned-rival.
Abramovichwasborn intheperennially

wintry Saratov in the LowerVolga region in
October1966intoalowermiddle-classfam-
ily. When he was barely two, he lost his
mother,amusicteacher,andhisfather,acon-
struction site daily-wager. Hewas brought
upby anuncle and aunt in thenorthern in-
dustrial town of Ukhta, about 200 miles
south of the Arctic Circle, before hemoved
toMoscowto livewithhisgrandmother.
At18,hewascalledupfornational serv-

ice, andservedhis time inAfghanistanwith
theRedArmy.Evenat that age,hisbusiness
acumen caught the attention of his col-
leaguesandofficers.

Years later, inan interviewwithRussian
newspaper Zhizn, Nikolai Panteleimonov,
who served alongside Abramovich at a
rocket force unit stationed in the town of
Kirzhach, a small town inRussia’sVladimir
Oblast, recalled,“Hecouldmakemoneyout
of thin air. A soldier’s monthly allowance
was7rublesbackthen. It’snotenoughifyou
haveasweettoothoradateyouwanttotake
to themovies during leave. Roma came up
withascheme:hemanagedtotalkthedriv-
ers into siphoning some fuel off their vehi-
cles. The containers full of fuel would be
droppedat a location thathadbeenagreed
on inadvance.”

■ ■ ■

In another 18 years, Abramovichwould
go on to own a premier league club in
London, and a fewmore in Moscow and
Ukraine.
Twodecadeson,hisidentifiedwealth,ac-

cording to a Russianwealth tracker, is over
USD8billion. This includes propertyworth
$300million in the UK— 70 houses, a 15-
bedroommansion in Kensington Palace
Gardensthatheboughtfor£120million,two
jets (a £39-million Gulfstream and a $10.4-
million Bombardier), a pair of Airbus heli-
copters,andtwoyachts(a458-ftSolarisand

the533-ftEclipse).Allthisglamourhasbur-
nished theauraofAbramovich.
The path to these riches, though, was

linedwithsweatandgrime.Afterleavingthe
Army, post the splintering of the Soviet
Union, he even set up a toymanufacturing
unit, selling plastic ducks fromhisMoscow
apartment.
His steep rise—whenhe harnessed the

economicchaosthatfollowedthepoliticaltur-
moil in the aftermath of the collapse of the
USSR—begansoonafter,muchofitattributed
tohis connectionwithoil baronBerezovsky,
thenthesecondrichestmanofRussia.
There were, of course, theories that he

was close to Putin (and before that, Boris
Yeltsin), somuchso thathedidnotneedan
appointment.
Lastyear, inherbookPutin’sPeople:How

theKGBTookBackRussiaandthenTookonthe
West, Catherine Belton narrated some of
those ‘connections’, saying Abramovich
bought the London club on Putin’s orders.
Abramovich rubbished it — with his
spokesperson saying he was not “Putin’s
cashier”—andfiledadefamationsuitwhile
his lawyers claimed that “Abramovich is
someonewho isdistant fromPutin”.
Therewerealsonewspapereditorswho

suspectedAbramovich’sChelseainvestment
wasmore a guarantee against risk than a
profit-churningventure. “Hewasn’t invest-
ing in order tomake a return, which is the
waymostpeopleoperatecommercialassets.
He knew therewas a risk that Putinwould
come after him like he has with other oli-
garchs forhis role in this verydubiousbusi-
nesspracticeunderYeltsin.Andheknewone
of the bestways of protecting himself from
being got at by the Russian authoritieswas
to associate himself with a highly visible
Britishasset—andhechoseChelseaFootball
Club,”wroteTheTimes’sMatthewSyed.
Whatever hismotives, hewas a very in-

volved club owner. Before he was barred
fromlivingintheUKlastmonth—aspartof
sanctionsimposedonhimbytheUKgovern-
mentoverhisperceivedtieswithPutin,one
of seven Russians who faced the rap —
Abramovich, who also holds Israeli and
Portuguese citizenships, was a familiar fig-
ure in the stands for almost every other
Chelseamatch.
Hishaircarefullydisheveledandstubble

untrimmed, usually seen in Neptune-blue
sweaters wrapped over navy-blue shirts,
wearinga’90s-styledigitalwatchandhalf-a-
smile,Abramovichwouldoftendropby the
training grounds towatchChelsea practise,
usually in his helicopter. He seldom spoke
andrarelymissedaboardmeeting,person-
allysanctionedplayerpurchasesandwasthe
finalwordonrecruitingandaxingmanagers.
He is said to have been so emotionally in-
vested in some players that hewould go to
any extent to buy them. Hewanted to buy
Ukraine’sDynamoKievclubbecauseheliked
their striker Andriy Shevchenko, whomhe
dulyshippedtoChelsea.
Just as he indulged the performers, he

was intolerant towards failures. Asmanyas
13full-timemanagershavehelmedChelsea
inhistime,withmanybeingsackedmidway
through the seasons — even legendary
names(JoseMourinho,twice)orclubtotems
(Frank Lampard). Hewas notmerely satis-
fiedwithEngland’sFootballAssociationcups
or league titles, butwanted Chelsea towin
the Champions League. The ruthless ambi-
tionof its owner transformedChelsea from
stylishpretenderstotoughwinners,Europe’s
finest, andnowthedefendingchampions.
In the process, he changed the nature,

ethos, and ethics of the league too. Hewas
not perhaps a footballing visionary or a
philosopher, but his 19-year-old reign is an
unerasablechapterinthehistoryofmodern
football, embellishedbytheromanceof the
storyof thatOldTraffordEuropeannight.
Nowthathefindshimself inaroomfulof

peoplewhoarenegotiating the contours of
amessywar, Abramovichmight well have
another shotathistory.

ALETTER FROM
BLOCKA,

CONNAUGHTPLACE
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“Peopleaskmeaboutschool,takeournumber.Theydon’tcallback.”AbhinayaHarigovind
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Roman’s Empire
Heisanoligarch, theChelseaFootballClubownerandamongtherichest
Russians,withoverUSD8billion inpersonalwealth. SANDIPGonthe
reclusive, silver-hairedmagnate, a familiar figure in thestandsat the
club’smatches,whoisnowrooting foradifferentsetof players: the

negotiatorsbetweenRussiaandUkraine

NUMBERPLATE

345million

57india
Estimated
populationof India
at thetimeof
Independence in
1947.

361million
Populationof Indiaasper the1951
Census,ofwhich298millionwas living in
ruralareasand62million inurbanareas.
ThiswasthefirstCensusafter
Independence.

1,210MILLION

India’spopulationasper the2011Census.
The2021Censushasbeendelayeddueto
Covid-19.

1,375MILLION
Theprojectedpopulationof Indiaason

March1,2022,asperareportof The
TechnicalGrouponPopulation
Projections,NationalCommissionon
Population,MinistryofHealthand
FamilyWelfare.Theprojectedfigureof
urbanpopulation in2022is478million,
while theruralpopulationstandsat897
million.

HARIKISHANSHARMA

Numbersheknowsfromsellingtrinkets,alphabetsfromstreetsignsaroundhim,lifefromalifetimespentonthestreets.Asthe
Delhigovtplansaboardingschoolforstreetchildren,a13-year-oldexpectsthattobethesumofhiseducation

‘Maybe my siblings can go to school... I will do this for life’

Illustration: ShyamKumar

GOPALKATESHIYA

1Howwill thenewlawimpactyou?
Under the new law, fodder

won’t be freely available; it will
only be sold in designated areas.
In thatcase,maintainingmyherd
is going to be a very costly affair
since I don’t knowwhere I will
have to travel to purchase fodder.
And suppose they notifyMilpara
as a prohibited zone, I will be
forced tomigrate to some place
outside the city withmy herd. I
have 125 customers in the city.
Giventhepetrolrate,howwill Ibe
able to afford two trips to the city
every day if I have tomove out?
This law will further push us
maldharis to themargins of the
city. I think this is a conspiracy in
favourof bigdairies.

2 Sincewhenhaveyoubeen
living inRajkot?
My grandfather

LakshmanbhaimigratedtoRajkot
city fromMotavada, a village 35
km from here, around 60 years
ago. This city has been home to
fourgenerationsof our family.

3Aremaldharis takingup
otheroccupations?
Weare traditionallymilksup-

pliers, but gradually, maldharis
have begun running tea-stalls in
citiesandtowns.Thecommunity
is also getting intomilk-process-
ing—oneofmycousinshassetup
apaneerplant.

4 Iscattle-rearing
compatiblewiththe

urbanlandscape?
Is cattle-rearing an illegal ac-

tivity?Wemaldharisarejustprac-
tisingour traditionaloccupation.

5What,accordingtoyou, is
thesolution?
I agree cattle shouldnotbe let

loose on city roads. But the prob-
lem really is of bulls and male
calves that are of no use these
days. I amnot against the lawbut
the government should think
aboutourmeansof livelihoodtoo.
Even if wemove out of the city
limits,oncethecitygrows,wewill
again be thrown out. But if the
governmentallotsus land—even
if on the outskirts butwith long-
term guarantees —we can con-
sider moving out. If the govern-
ment can allot land to an Amul
dairy, it can certainly allot some
land to maldharis, who supply
milktoeveryone, includingAmul.

Inabid to check themenace
of stray cattle inurbanareas,
theGujaratAssembly
recentlypassed theGujarat
CattleControl (Keepingand
Movement) inUrbanAreas
Bill 2022, that gives the state
governmentand localbodies
thepower todeclarepartsof
anurbanareaoranentire
urbanareaas ‘prohibited
zones’ for cattle rearingand
movement.Aspartof the
new law,whichhasbeen
opposedby themaldhari
communityof cattle-rearers,
violationswillnowbea
cognisableoffence.Sarju
Varu, 30,whoowns10cows
and2buffaloes inMilpara, in
theheartofRajkot city, is
unhappywith the law
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WEMUST admire the ingenuity of the
NDA government that has found away
to connect taxes, welfare andwinning
votes. ItwasasingeniousastheElectoral
Bond schemewhere crony capitalism,
corruption and electoral fundingwere
connected inawaythatno lawis seem-
inglyviolated.
Comingback to the first triad: taxes,

welfareandvotes.Shortlyafterbeingre-
elected in 2019, theModi government
practicallygaveuponreforms,structural
changes in theeconomyandprivate in-
vestment as the main drivers of GDP
growth, creation of jobs and reduction
of poverty. Thatwas a painstaking task
thatrequiredsoundeconomicmanage-
ment. Instead, the government discov-
eredanalternativeroutetowinpopular
support: welfarism. The advent of
Covid-19provided an economic justifi-
cationforthenewpolicy. (Thatthewel-
faremeasuresfellshortof theminimum
needs of the very poor, the migrant
workers, thosewho had lost their jobs,
the MSMEs that were forced to shut
down,andthesickandtheoldpeople is
a separate point and has beenmarked
as a failureof thegovernment.)

UNJUST TAX POLICY
The Modi government quickly

latchedon to thepolitical andelectoral
rewards of expanded welfarism. The

crucial questionwas, ‘Who should pay
for them’?
Itwas a stroke of genius to hit upon

the ideathat thepoor—whoweresup-
posed to benefit from the newwelfare
measures—shouldandcanfundthenew
measures themselves! Inanequitiesand
just society, the government would
have asked the rich and the corporates
to pay more so that the government
could fund the newwelfaremeasures.
TheModigovernmentdidtheopposite:
itcutthecorporatetaxrateto22-25per
cent and introduced a generously low
rateof15percent fornewinvestments.
It alsomaintainedthehighestpersonal
income tax rate at 30 per cent, plus an
Education & Health surcharge of 4 per
cent on the tax. Wealth tax had been
abolished and an inheritance tax was
not even contemplated.
Themain sources of revenue of the

governmentwereGST and the taxes on
fuel. In the latter, thegovernment found
a gold mine. The government also re-
alised that it did not even have tomake
anefforttominethegold:thetaxpayers
themselves would mine the gold and
hand it over to the government every
minuteof everyday!

EXTORTIONATE RATES
Compare the excise duty rates on

petrolanddieselwhentheModigovern-

mentassumedofficeandtheratestoday,
and thepricesof essential fuels:

MAY2014 ATPRESENT
(INRUPEES)

EXCISEDUTIES
Petrol (litre) 9.20 26.90
Diesel (litre) 3.46 21.80
PRICES
Petrol (litre) 71.41 101.81-116.72
Diesel (litre) 55.49 96.07-100.10
LPGcylinder 410 949.50-1000
PNGperscm 25.50 36.61
CNGperkg 35.20 67.37-79.49

Andtheextortionatepriceshavebeen
chargedonconsumerswhenthepriceof
crudewasnowhereneartheUSD108per
barrel thatprevailed inMay2014. In the
last threeyears (2019-2021) theaverage
pricewasaboutUSD60perbarrel.
Thetaxcontributionofthepetroleum

sector to the central revenues ismind-
boggling:
YEAR RUPEESINCRORE
2014-15 1,72,065
2015-16 2,54,297
2016-17 3,35,175
2017-18 3,36,163
2018-19 3,48,041
2019-20 3,34,315
2020-21 4,55,069
2021-22(est.) 4,16,794
Total 26,51,919

POOR PAY DAILY

Thebulkof theseamountswerepaid
by farmers who own diesel pump sets
and tractors, owners of two-wheelers
and cars, auto and taxi drivers, com-
mutersandhome-makers.During2020-
21,whenmillionsofconsumerspaidthe
CentralgovernmentRs4,55,069croreas
fuel taxes(andanotherRs2,17,650crore
tothestategovernments), thewealthof
just 142 billionaires increased from
Rs23,14,000 crore toRs53,16,000 crore
—an increaseof Rs30,00,000crore!
Aftertaxingthepoorandthemiddle-

class and collecting humongous
amounts, the Central government used
thatmoney to provide ‘additional wel-
fare’ tothem!Andhowmuchwasgiven
asadditionalDirectBenefitTransfersince
2020? We can count free food grain
(Rs 2,68,349 crore in two years), one-
time cash allowances to women
(Rs30,000crore),Rs6,000ayeartofarm-
ers (annual bill Rs 50,000 crore) and
some sundry expenditure as pure cash
transfers. The annual outgo on these
transferswasnomore thanRs2,25,000
crore—whichislessthantheannualfuel
taxescollectedby theCentrealone.
That’swhy I say,welfare for thepoor

means that the poor pay for their own
welfare!Meanwhile, thenumberof bil-
lionairesandtheiruntaxedwealthgrows
by leapsandbounds.

Poor pay for their ownwelfare!

After taxing the poor and the
middle-class and collecting
humongous amounts, the

central government used that
money to provide ‘additional
welfare’ to them! The annual
outgo on these transfers was

no more than Rs 2,25,000
crore, which is less than the
annual fuel taxes collected

by the Centre alone
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WENEEDtofigureoutawaytotheexist-
ingunfairelectoralrollcall. Itcomesacross
as an untrustworthy method whole-
somelyrelyingonpoliticalmachinations,
under the table dealings, and a game of
winning insteadof representing.
In almost every election, from na-

tional,state,tolocalgovernments,oreven
attheofficelevel,onehastoplaythegame
of dirty craftsmanship to get a sizeable
vote share inelections.Due to thenature
of India’sdemocracy,votesareenshrined
incasteandreligion.
The current system in place is called

thefirst-past-the-postsystem(FPTP).The
candidatewith a diversity or plurality of
votesgetselected.Thecandidatedoesnot
needtohaveamajority.Theyjustneedto
havemore votes than all the others con-
testing thesameseat. So, if thereare four
strong candidateswith equal possibility
ofgainingrepresentation,thevotesaredi-
vided four ways. The winner could be
someone with, say, 26 per cent of the
votes; the other candidates who scored
morethan20%donothaveanychanceof
seeingthegatesof thezillaparishad,mu-
nicipality,AssemblyorParliament.
Asaresult,politicalpartiesputupcan-

didateswhodonotalienate themajority
of voters. Since Dalits, Adivasis and
womencandidateshaveonlya longshot
atwinning,partiesarediscouragedtofield
candidatesfromminoritygroupsoutside
the reservedseats.
Undersuchintenserepresentationpro-

tocols,thevotesharemustbeco-optedfor
the one candidate towin. Thus, backdoor
dealings are donewithout the poor voter
havinganyideaaboutthefateoftheirvote.
Such is the nature of this politics that

even notable leaders have faced defeat
duetocommunaldivisionofvotesunder
theFPTPsystem.Eventhetallestleaderof
his times, DrAmbedkar, couldn’t see the
doorsof theLokSabha.
We need to reconsider our election

model.Dowestill followtheunrepresen-
tative model of government where its
vote sharemay not be in themajority?
Take, for example, the BJP in 2014. The
partyhadavote shareofmerely31%, the

lowestpercentageofanypartytowinthe
majority seats. How is this democratic?
Going by FPTP, vote share does not
amount to representation inseats. If, say,
a party has more than 15% votes, that
needn’treflectitsseatshareinParliament
or theAssembly.
FPTPcanworkwellinsmallercountries

withmanageableelectionlogistics.InIndia,
itisnotaviableoption.ThepurposeofFPTP
was geared towards having a two-party
system,withminority,smallpartiesnotbe-
ing bothersome coalition partners. But
Indian elections since 1952 have under-
gonemassivesocialchanges.Thishascon-
tributedtoeachcastepolityreclaimingits
share,givingrisetocoalitiongovernments,
thusgoingagainstthemaximofFPTP.
Ideally, people should vote for their

candidates. But this happens in rare cir-
cumstances. Local leaders piggyback on
national leaders in their election cam-
paigns.
It is only fair to demand that the par-

ties should have representation in
ParliamentorAssemblyaccordingtotheir
voteshare.Havingasizeablevoteandnot
having representation in the House de-
feats the purpose of those voters who
havecastavotefortheirparty. If theparty
loses,doesitmeantheirvotesarewasted?
Ideally,asseenintheUKandCanada,

whereFPTPoperates, theMPisaccount-
abletotheirconstituency. InIndia,where
evenasmallparliamentaryconstituency
hasapopulationof 1.5 to2.5million, it is
a fiefdom of India’s feudal politics. The
MPs can also defect from their party in
the interest of their constituents in the
aforementionedcountries. In India,anti-
defectionlawmakesitharderforthecan-
didatetostandbyhisorherconstituents
and instead they follow the diktats of
their leadership.
Smallerpartiesneed toexist as right-

ful partners in India’s electoral politics.
However,duetothecurrentsystem,they
areforcedtoeithergetco-optedoraligned
with the interestsof nationalparties, de-
feating thepurposeof federalismand lo-
calself-government.TheBJP,withitsma-
jority, has a responsibility toward its
citizens.Theycancorrectthecurrentfall-
outs. Today they are ruling. Tomorrow
theymightstruggle.Thus,amethodcom-
bining FPTP and proportional represen-
tation needs to be charted outt for the
healthof India’s republicanism.

Suraj Yengde, the author of
CasteMatters, curates the fortnightly

‘Dalitality’ column

IT ISsomeconsolationthat it’snot justco-
mediansinIndiawhoneedtoworryabout
gettingbeatenupforabadjoke.Theworld
was stunnedwhenactorWill Smithnon-
chalantly climbed the Oscars stage and
punchedhostChrisRocklastweek.Smith
went on towin an Oscar and dance the
night away, the lack of consequences
alarmingforwhackingsomeonewithbil-
lionswatching.Therewereplentyofothers
whodeserved tobe celebrated that night
but thenarrative of theAcademyAwards
2022was hijacked by the slap—another
unfortunateexampleof howviral culture
is perpetually overshadowing important
achievements.
For thousands of years,mankind has

settled all kinds of disputes by blows.

Violence has been part and parcel of the
human experience since time immemo-
rial. If itwere the 17th or 18thCentury in
England, this particular Oscar debacle
would have been settled by a duel — an
arrangedcombatwithmatchedweapons
(whereSmithwouldn’thavehadthecrit-
ical advantage of surprise). Duels took
place under strict rules, the idea being to
respect thosewilling to risk their lives to
regain losthonour.
Thehumanmind ismost fertilewhen

itcomestoconjuringwaystohumiliateal-
legedtransgressors;eventoday,afterevery
highlypublicisedrapeinDelhiit’scommon
tohearpeopleopinethatrapistsshouldbe
hung somewhere central,where onlook-
erscanstonethem.Humanbeingsare in-
natelyviolent,soeveninthe21stCentury,
an autocrat canget awaywithbombinga
neighbouringcountryintooblivion,while
therestofuswatchonhelplessly.

Forwhatever it’sworth,we still (out-
wardly)abhorerraticbehaviour—society
places a premiumon the cultivated art of
politeness—which iswhySmith’s exple-
tive-riddenoutbursthascreatedafurore.
Rightorwrong, theunwritten rulesof

etiquette demandwehide our anger, no
matterwhat the provocation. Recently I
foundmyself ona longroad journeywith
threepeopleIlikebutwhosepoliticalopin-
ions I disagreewith. Over eight tedious
hours,Icouldfeelmybloodpressurerising
wildlyandebbingrepeatedly. Itwouldbe
a lie if I didn’t admit it crossedmymind
how nice it would be if I could just box
them,andmakethemshutup.
That’s the thing about freedom of

speech;weallsupportit,tillwehearthings
wedon’tlike.ThesageJidduKrishnamurti
noted,toobservewithoutjudgmentisthe
highest formof intelligence; peoplewho
canmanage that are rare andwholly de-

servingofahaloaroundtheirheads.
ThemaintakeawayfromtheSmithfi-

asco is that absolutely nobody is free of
grave imperfections; scratch the surface
and it’s evident,noone’s leadingadream
lifeeither.WetendtoviewHollywoodleg-
ends as earthlings inhabiting a rarefied
stratospherewherenothingbadeverhap-
pens,butsuccess,itturnsout,isnoprotec-
tion frompetty emotions and fits of rage.
Therewillbemomentsinallourlivesthat
wedeeply regret irrespectiveofwhatwe
haveachieved.
Meanwhile, consider the plight of

thebeleagueredcomedian leftwonder-
ingwhere,exactly, is that imaginary line
between hilarity and insult that must
never be crossed. Political correctness
and cancel culture have doomed hu-
mour; it’s not just stand-up comics, we
must all tread gingerly for fear of being
accused as insensitive towards the dis-

advantaged.Thefact is,peopleareanen-
tangledmessofhopelesscontradictions.
Surely, it’s possible to laugh at an inap-
propriate sexist joke, yet uphold values
of equality and feminism.
It’s impossibletoexplainwhywefind

whatwefindfunny.Thebest jokestakea
serious issue, twist it aroundandexpose
the absurdities around it, cleverly strip-
ping injustice, or tragedy, of its power. It
doesn’t seem that terminal illness could
have any connection with comedy but
there is awhole sub genre of cancer hu-
mour available online, with patients
laughing the loudest. Sometimes, rather,
wheneverythingelsefails, laughteristhe
bestmedicine.Comedyissubjective.Not
everyoneisgoingtolikeaparticularjoke.
Crucially, just because somebody is of-
fended,doesn’tmeanthey’re right.

Thewriter isdirector,HutkayFilms

The joke’s on all of us

SOBHASINGHwas22whenheandhisfa-
therSujanSinghwereinvitedbytheBritish
fortheDelhiDurbarofDecember2011.The
contractors fromSargoda (Punjab)were
working on theKalka-Shimla rail road at
the time andwhen they heard that the
British capital would be shifted from
Calcutta toDelhi, anastuteSobhaSingh is
saidtohavesurmised:“It'stimetobuyland
here.”Yearslater,hewouldbecalled“aadhe
dillidamalik”.
Delhi’smostfamouspre-Independence

builder—whosefirmisnowatthecentre
ofalegaldisputewiththegovernmentover
allegednon-paymentof rentby the latter
inDelhi’sSujanSinghParkarea—haslent
morethanhistouchtosomeoftheCapital’s
iconic buildings, including Regal, Scindia
House, Connaught Place’s A Block, and
ChelmsfordClub.
ButSobhaSinghwasnottheonlycon-

tractorwhoshapedthenewCapital.Called
Delhi’s ‘panj pyaares’ — after the first five
Sikh volunteers to be initiated into the
Khalsa order — this group had, besides
SobhaSingh,NarainSingh,DharamSingh
Sethi,BaisakhaSingh,andRamSinghKabli.
Therewereatleastthreeotherprominent
contractors—AkbarAli from Jhelumand
Lachhman Das and Seth Haroun from
Sindh.Eachbrought theirexpertise to the
work that turned a barren stretch into a
landmarkcity.
ThoughthebuildingofDelhiwastobe-

gin soonafter theannouncement in1911,
withWorldWar I, budgetswere slashed
and costs escalated. The inauguralwould
havetowaitanothertwodecades.
British architects Edwin Lutyens and

HerbertBakerwerecalledintodesignbuild-
ingsalongtheCentralVista,whichincluded
theViceroyHouse (Rashtrapati Bhavan),
Secretariat Buildings (North and South
Blocks),numerousofficesandgovernment
housing.Thelandwaslevelled,andthelong
winding streets of OldDelhiwere relin-
quishedforhexagonsandaxiallayouts.
But the real builderswere these con-

tractors, besides themany architects and
engineerswhoshapedthe landscapeand
gaveDelhi itsmonumentality.
AtatimewhenDelhiwashometohye-

nasandjackals,whenfamiliesinOldDelhi
warned their children not to go to New
Delhiafterdusk—theboundarythenwas
Amrita ShergillMarg—herewere indus-
trious businessmenwho sawbeyond the
realityof thebarren,undulatingterrain.
Khushwant Singh, Sobha Singh’s son,

wrote inhisbookNotANiceManToKnow
aboutthese“pioneerbuilders…oflittleed-

ucationandmodestmeans”whowenton
tobecomemillionaires.
Oneof thefirst toarrivewasHaroun,a

Sindhi,whohelped build theRashtrapati
Bhavan.ThentherewasDas,“legendaryfor
hishonesty”,whoneverusedcheapmate-
rialandalwayspaidhislabourersright.He
assistedinbuildingParliamentHouseand
BikanerHouseandhisfamilywasfamous
in Agra for thework they did onmarble.
Narain,who arrived fromSangrur,would
go on to build roads, level the terrain and
laythefoundationforRashtrapatiBhavan.
HissonRanjitSinghbuiltTheImperialwith
FrancisBlomfieldasitsarchitect;hisgrand-
sonscurrentlymanagethehotel.Baisakha
Singh,whoarrivedfromAmritsar,wasre-
sponsiblefortheconstructionoftheentire
North Block, besides the bungalows for
governmentofficers.
DharamSinghwould goon tobuild a

palatialhouseonJantarMantarRoad,which
later housed the All India Congress
Committeeoffice.Infact,mostofthembuilt
housesforthemselvesalongthesamestreet.
SobhaSinghgothisarchitectWalterGeorge
tobuildhimahouse,which isnowKerala
House.NextdoorwasBaisakhaSingh.
It is said that Sobha Singh and

Baisakha Singhwouldn’t let walls come
between them, that they even had a
boundarywallbreachedsothattheirfam-
ilies could mingle without leaving the
gates.OppositeSobhaSingh’shouselived
NarainSingh.
DelhiwaspartofPunjabat thetimeof

the Delhi Durbar, andmost contractors
camefromPunjaborSindh.Thesecontrac-
torsfoundanopportunitytomovetoDelhi
whenanewcapitalwasbeingbuilt.
Sumanta Bhowmick, Additional

Director, Parliamentof India,whosebook
Princely Palaces inNewDelhi tells the his-

tory of imperial and post-Independence
NewDelhi,says,“Wemustcreditthemnot
becausetheyaccumulatedwealth,butbe-
causetheywereanindustriousandenter-
prising lot who came to Delhi at a time
when the landwas bare except for brick
kilnsandtombs.Delhiwasn’tanattractive
placeatall.”
Butamongallthebuilders,SobhaSingh

landed the biggest chunk of projects, in-
cludingVijayChowk, IndiaGate,National
Museum, AIR, BarodaHouse, and Sujan
Singh Park (SSP).Whatmarked SSP as a
uniqueprojectwasthat itwasaprecursor
tootherhousingprojects inDelhi, includ-
ing colonies by the Delhi Development
Authority, introducing the style of four
blocksofhousessurroundingapark.
ArchitectGauravRajSharma,whore-

cently did renovations of apartments in
SSP,says,“Aftertheshiftingof theCapital,
therewas a shortage of housing stock in
New Delhi. In 1943, the New Delhi
Municipal Corporation approached
Sobha Singh to develop around a hun-
dred flats for government use in a four-
storiedbuilding.The11-acre landonthe
south-eastern fringe of New Delhi was
offeredona99-year lease.”
Theconditionoftheleasewasthatthe

lesseewould build, using his own funds,
and on completion, the government re-
tained the right to use thewhole of the
buildingsoranypartbypayingafairrent.
This arrangementwould continue until
theendofWWIIanduptooneyear later.
Afterthisperiod,“acertainnumberof the
flats, not exceeding50per centof the to-
tal,shallbeleasedtogovernmentofficials
ata fair rent”.
Thisbuilder-modelof apartmentcon-

structionisfollowedtothisdayinthereal-
estatemarket.

Team of 5, and some more,
who built New Delhi

IN CONVERSATIONS with Narendra
Modi’smoreardentdevotees,Ihavefound
that one of the things they love most
about him is that he has ‘raised India’s
stature’ in theeyesof theworld.So, there
has beenmuch exultation in ‘bhakt’ cir-
cles about the long lineof important for-
eignvisitorsthathavecometoDelhiinre-
centdaysandthelongqueueofthosestill
waitingtocome.Thismakes itmostpuz-
zling,thatintheverymomentwhenIndia
suddenlyseemstohavebecomethecen-
treof theworld, theBJPalloweditsyouth
wing to attack the home of the Chief
Minister of Delhi. Leading themobwas
thePresidentof theBharatiyaJanataYuva
Morcha, Tejasvi Surya,who is anMPand
arisingstarinKarnataka.Whatmadethe
whole ugly business uglier was that BJP
cheerleaders then justified thisattackon
socialmedia on the dodgy grounds that
sinceArvindKejriwalwasoncea famous
protesterhimself,heshouldhavenoright
tocomplain.
Itwas because the AamAadmi Party

wasstupidenoughtochargetheBJPmob
withattemptedmurderthattheincident
dissolved into a silly charade. This does
not take away from the worrying truth
that we have become so accustomed to
gratuitous violence in recent years that
theattackonthehomeofaservingChief
Minister no longer shocks us like it
should. As someonewho cannot under-
standat all the reasonswhy theBJP con-
tinues to use senseless violence to bur-
nish its credentials, I have tosay that it is
time for this kindof violence to stop, be-
cause until it does, India’s ‘stature’ will
continue tobe lower than it shouldbe in
theeyesof theworld.
The BJP has just done extraordinarily

well invital stateelections. I amnofanof
YogiAdityanath, but inademocracy, you
cannotarguewiththeverdictof thepeo-
ple,soIapplaudhimforbecomingthefirst
chief minister to win two consecutive
terms in Uttar Pradesh. He must have
donemany,manythingsrightforvotersto
erase those horrible images from last
summer of bodies floating in the Ganga
and pyres burning day and night in cre-
mationgrounds.WhenIspoketoaHindu
voteraboutthereasonswhytheBJPwon,
hesaidtwothings.“Modiwasabigfactor
inYogi’svictoryandMuslimwomenseem
to have voted for the BJP because of that
triple talaqbusiness.”
If it is true thatMuslimwomenvoted

for the BJP, itmakes even less sense that
much of the gratuitous violence thatwe
see erupting in states ruled by the BJP is
directedatMuslims. In recentweeks it is
inKarnataka thatwehaveseen themost
eruptions. It istheconsideredviewofthis
column that the demand byMuslim girl
studentstowearhijabintheirclassrooms
was engineered by the Popular Front of
India (PFI),whose Islamistcharacter is so
wellknownthatitispuzzlingthatthisvile
organisationcontinuestofunctionopenly.
In any case, no sooner did those girls

startdemandingtherighttowearthehi-
jab thanappeareduponthesceneyoung
menwearing saffron scarves the like of
which seem to turn up every time there
is trouble. In Karnataka they have been
spotted leading a campaign to boycott
Muslim shops and later demanding that
Hindusboycottshopsselling‘halal’meat.
Theywerealsoattheforefrontofthecam-
paign to preventMuslims from opening
shopsatHindureligious fairs.
The result of these campaigns is that

Bengaluru,once famous forbeing India’s
Silicon Valley, is now being increasingly
seenasatownfilledwithreligiousfanati-
cismandhate. Sadly, itmust be said that
sinceModi became primeminister it is
thesetraitsthathavecometosullyIndia’s
image. The response fromModi’sminis-
ters and BJP spokesmen has been to at-
tack thewesternmedia fororchestrating
acampaigntodamageIndia’sfairname.It
is an indication of their provincialmind-
set that they appear not to have noticed
that the publications they make this
charge against are among themost re-
spected in theworld.
What confusesme iswhy a country

whose ‘stature’ has risen so high in the
pasteightyearsneeds tobesoobsessed
with what The New York Times or The
Economist thinksof ourprimeminister?
As anex-bhakt,myadvice tomy former
comrades is that when India feels the
need to respond in high dudgeon every
time an article againstModi appears in
some western publication, it exhibits
provincialism.Theotherpieceof freead-
vice I have to offer is that if there were
fewerBJPworkersspreadinghatredand
disaffection, there would be less criti-
cism of the Prime Minister not just
abroad but in India.
As the leader with the highest ap-

proval ratings in theworld,why does he
needaroundhimpeoplewhoseonlyspe-
cialty is violence? Their acts of violence
harmnotjustModi’simagebuttheimage
of India and it lowers the country’s
‘stature’ because it makes people forget
the good changes that havehappened in
the past eight years. The only thing that
gratuitous violence achieves is to create
more gratuitous violence, and to create
theimpressionthatinIndiatheruleof law
is slowlyweakening.

What harms
India’s
stature
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Dipanita Nath

ADISHAKTI Theatre Arts, an
institution of performing
artsnearPuducherry, isona
campuscoveredwithtrees,
half of which do not bear
flower or fruit. When the

group moved here in 1993, the artistes
fundedtheirtheatreactivitiesbycultivating
and selling French bean, cucumber, radish
and pumpkin. Three years later, as their art
evolved,theperformersnolongerwantedto
look at plants from the perspective of utili-
tarianism.Thepracticeof takingproduce to
themarketstoppedandthe fertile landwas
nurtured togrowasmall forest.
Mud paths lead to buildings, made of

earth and lateritic rock, where artistes live
and work. It is in this isolated space that
VeenapaniChawla,apioneeringtheatredi-
rector, createda formof theatrewhosesole
purposewasnot to entertain or informbut
to understand thepsychic or the “space for
luminous creativity” in every person.
Adishakti—thenamemeansprimalfemale
energy—iscelebratingits40thanniversary
from April 5, with a festival, titled
“RememberingVeenapani2022”.
InaninterviewtoLeelaGandhi,aliterary

and cultural theorist, in 2011, Chawla had
said, “We know our superficial personality
ismadeupofabody,mindandemotional/vi-
talbeing.But,behindthis,hiddenfromus, is
whathe(thespiritualteacherSriAurobindo)
calls the subliminal part, which is much
vasterbutnotknownbyus.Ourexternalper-
sonality constantly receives influences,
touches and communication from this part
but does not know fromwhere these are
coming.Hiddenbehindthesubliminalisthe
psychic, the evolving best part of us. One of
theimportantobjectivesofourpracticeisto
bringthispartintotheopen,tobecomecon-
sciousof it, to letusdirect life.”
Until she died in 2014, aged 67, Chawla

was seeking knowledge from multiple
sources and exploring the self through the-
atre. Her iconic productions, such as
Impressions of Bhima (1995), Brhannala

(1998),Ganapati(2000)andTheHareandThe
Tortoise (2007), emerged from studying
wide-rangingsubjectssuchasancientIndian
philosophy, Gödel’s Incompleteness
Theorem of mathematical logic and the
DutchgraphicartistMauritsCornelisEscher.
Chawla’sintenselegacyattractsnewgen-

erations of theatre-makers till today.
Parshathy JNath,31, fromKerala,wasapart
of Adishakti’s 10-dayworkshop, “Source of
PerformanceEnergy”in2018,wherepartic-
ipantswere taught to tap into their bodies,
breaths andemotions for theprimal source
ofenergy.Now,sheisstayingonthecampus
aspartof an InlaksScholarship todevelopa
play on Surpanakha, the demon princess
from the Ramayana. “Theworkshopwas a
veryrigorousexperience,oneIhadn’tfound
in any other theatre space until then. I
wanted to be a part of Adishakti’s experi-
ence,” shesays.
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Multiple Perspectives
BBC’s director-general Tim Davie on competing
in a crowded space, finding a hold in the Indian
market and its coverage of the war in Ukraine

BODY LANGUAGE
As Adishakti turns 40, remembering its founder Veenapani Chawla, who
rescued theatre from the spoken word and gave the physical body full play

IN HER STEPS
Veenapani Chawla; (left) Adishakti

Theatre Arts, Auroville

POINTOFVIEW

Closest Thing to Flying
A collection of radio talks by India’s best-known

ornithologist, Sálim Ali, captures his vision
of involving people in conservation
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Armour Light
and Tough
What connects pangolin’s scale,
porcupine’s quill and rhino’s horn?

RanjitLal
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environmentalistand
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

ITCOULDN’Tbemoreironical:theveryeffective, light
armourtheycarryfortheirownhomelandsecurity
(sometimes,usedforoffence)isswiftlyleadingto
theirowndownfall—atourhands,andforreasons

thatoughttomakeushangourheadsinshame.Themag-
nificentrhino,thequaintpangolinandthefierceporcu-
pineareperfectlyequippedtoprotectthemselves:the
rhinocanupendatruckwithatossof itshorn,thepan-
golinroll itself intoascalyballwhichevenlionscannot
priseopen,andtheporcupinecanputouttheeyeof the
tigerwithjustoneof itsmyriadquills.Andtheseweapons
aremadeofessentiallythesamething:astructuralprotein
calledkeratin—incidentally, it isalsowhatourownhairis
madeof.Andinoureternalwisdom,webelievethat
crushedrhinohornservesupasanaphrodisiacandpan-
golinscaleshavegreatmedicinalvalue:asaresult,both
theanimalsarenowteeteringonthebrinkofextinction.
It’s intriguinghowMotherNaturehasengineeredthis

proteintosuitmyriadneedsandguises.Thebasicsre-
mainthesame:theweaponis light(relativelyspeaking)
andverystrong.Keratinsaredividedintoalphakeratin
andbetakeratin.Theformeris foundinhair,wooland
skinofanimals, thelatter inbirdsandreptiles.Keratins
areakeystructuralmaterial thatcanmakescales,hair,
nails,claws, feathers,hornsandhoofsandprovideapro-
tective, imperviouslayertotheskin.
I’veneverheldarhinohorn,butfeathersandporcu-

pinequillsareastonishinglylightandstructurallysound.
Porcupinequillscandrawbloodwithconsummateease!
Interestingly,spiders’silk isalsocomposedofkeratinand
isstrongerthansteelwireof similardimensions.
Forlightnessandtoughnessthere’sreallynothingto

beatkeratin—exceptforitsonlyrival:chitin.Thisexistsin
theprotective“exoskeleton”armourthatmostinsects
wear. Inthemedievaldays,gallantknights,cladinheavy
metalarmour(andchainmail),wouldclankaroundwav-
ingswordsandspearsasheavyastreetrunks. If theyfell

down,itwasgameover!Insects, inthemeanwhile,with
theirsegmentedbodiestrundlearoundattopspeed,notin
theleasthamperedbytheirtoughcompositeexoskele-
tons.Chitinservesmorefordefensivepurposesthanasa
weaponofoffence,providingaprotectivehardshell,
whichisdifficulttopenetratebyapredator.Thechitin-
basedhard“beak”of theoctopusisanexception.
Initspristineform,chitinistranslucent,resistant,quite

pliableandfairlytough. Ininsects(arthropods), it isoften
combinedwithacompositeofothermaterialstoformthe
toughexoskeleton.Whencombinedwithcalciumcarbon-
ate,asintheshellsofcrustaceansandmollusks, itbe-
comesstiffer,tougherandlessbrittlethanif theshellhad
beencomposedofcalciumcarbonatealone.Thecaterpil-
lar’ssoftsquishy“skin”iscomposedmainlyofchitin,while
thetoughlightelytra(wingcases)ofbeetlesareacompos-
iteofchitinwithasubstancecalledscalerotin. Inbutter-
flies’wings,chitinisarrangedinamannertoenableirides-
cence,andindragonfly’swing, it ispliableenoughtotwist
aboutitsaxisinflightallowingtheinsectmaximumlift.
Chitinalsoformsthetoughcellwallsof fungianden-

ablesfungitoheaveitselfoutof thegroundthroughpiles
of leavesandsoil.Whilechitinisindigestiblebyallverte-
brates,thosethatdoeatinsectsusuallyhaveasymbiotic
bacteriaorprotozoaintheirgutsthatcanbreakitdown(I
wonderifall the“survival”expertsonTVwhoarecon-
stantlystuffingtheirfaceswithcockroachesandscorpions
havethesebacteria, thoughchitinisusedasadietarysup-
plement!). It’susedtomakesurgicalthread,andthere’s
hopetomakebiodegradableplasticandpaperfromit,too.
If it’skeratinandchitinformammalsandarthropods

respectively, it’scelluloseforplants,whichprovidesthe
majorstructuralcomponentthatgivesrigiditytotheircell
walls. It isthemostabundantnaturallyoccurringorganic
compound,indigestiblebyallexceptforaselectionofru-
minants(whohavesymbioticmicroorganismstohelp
them)andtermites.Forus, itsimplyhelpsusinbeing“reg-
ular”!We’veonlyrecentlybegunexploring“composite”
materialsseriously—fortheconstructionofplanes,carsor
anythingthatneedstobelightandstrong.WhetherKevlar
oranyothersuchcompositeforbulletproof jackets,orcar-
bon-fibrepolymersusedforracingcars,thesematerials
areshowinguspromiseforthefuture.Asusual,Mother
Naturehasbeatenusit.Plus,rhinohorn(compressedhair)
andporcupinequills,unlikeplastic,areallbiodegradable.
Asforus,we’recontentwithdeludingourselvesthatpan-
golinscaleswillprotectusfromwitchcraft,andsecureour
finances,andrhinohorn(apartfromtearingholesinLand
Rovers)canturnusintoCasanova!

GOT THEIR BACK
The beetles’ tough light elytra (wing cases) comprises chitin

RANJITLAL

»FROMTHEPREVIOUSPAGE

CHAWLAWASborn inMumbai in 1947, her
grandparentshavingmigrated fromthepart
ofPunjabthatwouldbecomePakistan.Sheat-
tended Dehradun’sWelhamGirls’ school,
where shewas introduced to theatre by a
teacher,andwatchedGeoffreyKendall’stour-
inggroupShakespeareana.AtMirandaHouse
college, sheobservedDelhi’s thriving theatre
sceneand theplays ofWilliamShakespeare,
Harold Pinter andEugène Ionesco. In an ex-
haustive studyof the thespian, The Theatre of
VeenapaniChawla(2014),theatrecriticandau-
thorShantaGokhalewrites,“Herfirstexperi-
enceofatraditionaldramaformcameduring
theTotalTheatreFestivalinDelhi,whereshe’d
seenaKathakali performance.Herdirect ex-
perienceofthestagewas,evennow,confined
to standing in thewings and prompting or
playingladies-in-waiting.”
Since childhood, Chawla andherparents

wereregularsatSriAurobindoAshram,some-
timesstayinguptoamonth there. Thespiri-
tualcommuneinAurovillewassetupin1926
by philosopher and freedom fighter Sri
AurobindotoreflecthisgoalsofIntegralyoga,
whichisto“manifestahigherconsciousness
hereonearthbytransforminghumannature
andallaspectsofhumanactivity”.
Byher20s,Chawlaknewshewantedtojoin

thecommune,butwastolditwasnothertime
yet.Inalettertophilosopher,poetandlinguist
Nolini KantGupta, the oldest disciple of Sri
Aurobindo, shewrote, “Iwant todevelopmy
mindintoafineinstrument.Iwanttomakemy
emotional being refinedandcultivated. I like
theatre. Is that theway?”“Heunderlinedthat
andwrote in themargin, ‘Yes, continue’. And
then,hegavememynameVeenapani,asagoal
to achieve. It is the name of the goddess
Mahasaraswatiandstandsforthepowerofper-
fection in theworldandknowledge,”Chawla
toldGandhi.HeroriginalnamewasVeena.
Adishaktiwas set up inMumbai in 1981.

Bythen,Chawlahadmadehermarkasadirec-
tor through children’s plays such as Savitri
(1975), based on Sri Aurobindo’s epic poem
aboutthesoul’sspiritualdestiny,withpupils

ofAryaVidyaMandir inMumbai,whereshe
taughthistoryandliteraturetill1978.Shein-
troducedtheyoungperformerstomeditation
as part of prepping for the play. Chawlawas
well-knownintheculturalcircuitofMumbai
andattendedtheexperimentalperformances
emerginginthecitybut,accordingtoGokhale,
wasunmovedbythese.“Onthecontrary,they
convinced her that thiswas not the kind of
theatreshewantedtodo,”writesGokhale.
Chawla’s first productionwith adults,

Oedipus (1981), starringNaseeruddin Shah,
shows that she seemed less interested in the
collectivemessages of society andmore on
workingwiththeself. InOedipus, shesawnot
a tragedyof a kingwhoblindedhimself as a
punishment for heinous acts, but a seeker
shuttingout external distractions anddevel-
opinganinnergaze.WhatdidtheMumbaiau-
dience thinkof the radical interpretationof a
classic?Gokhalewrites, “Oedipus succeeded
beyondChawla’sandhercast’swildestimag-
ination. Theyhad expected todo five shows
butdid25,eachtoresoundingapplause.”Shah
returned,asHamlet,inthenextAdishaktiper-
formance,Rosencrantz andGuildenstern Are
Dead(1983).Gokhalewrites,“Chawlareferred
tothespiritduringrehearsalsasa‘stateofcon-
trolled anarchy’. Theplay kept its promise. It
sparkedwithwitandexcellentperformances.”

■ ■ ■

The landwhere Adishakti is located in
AurovillewasgiftedtoChawlabyanadmirer
of her theatre. Symbolically, it is on the out-
skirts of Tamil Nadu and the Aurobindo
Ashramwhich is its spiritualwellspring.The
surrounding villages are richwith subaltern
practicesandritualsoftheDraupadicult,with
temples to the heroine of theMahabharata,
whoisnotafigureofworshipinmainstream
India. A short drive from Adishakti is
KoovagamvillageinVillupuram,whichhosts
an annual 18-day festival of the transgender
community. The different forms of artistic
practices would provide a rich palette for
Adishakti’s laterworks.
“I firstmet her at amartial-arts institute

whereIwastraining. Isawsomebodyintheir
40swhohadthededicationofapersonintheir
20s.Therewasanenthusiasmtobreakfreethe
body from its social conditioning. Later,
youngerperformerslikemehadnoexcusebe-
cause,howeverproblematicamovementwas,
shewouldjumpintoit,”saysVinayKumarKJ,
theartisticdirectorofAdishakti.Thebodyand
itsactions, especiallybreathing, is thecruxof
Adishakti’sprocess.Chawla’s interrogationof
herbody tookher to folkperformance forms
suchasChhau,KalaripayattuandKoodiyattam.
WhenhejoinedChawla,Vinayrealisedthe

extenttowhichaperson’sbodyisconditioned
bysocial influencesandtheirbehaviourcon-
structedbythepeoplearound.“Ourpersonal
behaviour isnotreallyus,andthiscancreate
all kindsof contradictions after adolescence.
Unlearningisimportantanddifficult,”hesays.
Vinay, 52, is one of the country’s most

powerful performers and an integral part of
Chawla’s oeuvre. If shewas thephilosopher,
hewas thebodyonstage.Their first collabo-
ration, Impressions of Bhima, had a difficult

start.ChawlaandVinayworkedforthreeyears
tofreehisbodyandactivatedifferentfacetsof
it. “The trainingwas so rigorous that, even
now, I feelBhimachangedmybody,”hesays.
Had Chawla been directly applying Sri

Aurobindo’sphilosophyonstageorusingtra-
ditionalmoves to talk of present concerns,
she’dhavecreatedmundaneworks.Shestud-
ied to formanopinion and searchedwithin
herselfandheractor.ImpressionsofBhimaand
othermythsthat formedthecoreofhersub-
sequentworkswas chosen because “with
modernity,weassumewehaveamorefash-
ionable physiological andpsychological un-
derstanding of the world, but our ethical
dilemmashaven’t changed from themythi-
calstories fromagesago,”saysVinay.
Bhima started as an exploration to show

two Bhimas, one is strong and the other a
child,withintheflashofasecond.Vinayison
the stage, his knuckles planted on the floor
and the light illuminating only his taut back
muscles.Then,onlyhishandsloosenand,the
moment his head turns, the audience sees a
babyface.BhimaisanexampleofhowChawla
andVinay created theworks that followed,
such asBrhannala, which traces the concept
ofardhanarishwar intermsofgenderfluidity
—maleandfemaleenergiesinthesamebody;
andGanapati, inspired by koodiyattam, and
howmathematicalprogressionsofarhythm
structurereflectsabasichumanemotion.
Bali(2018),thefirstproductionbyAdishakti

afterChawla’sdeath,wasdirectedbyNimmy
Raphel,39,asenioractorofthegroup.Itmain-
tains Chawla’smethodology— a gestation
processthatgoesonformanymonths,nolin-
earnarrative,eachactorplayingmultipleroles
and storiesmeshing into one another. “Our
idea is that theactorexpresses thebhavaand
theaudiencegetstherasa,”saysVinay.
Studentsof theatre findthat, atAdishakti,

thecoreofeachproductionentailsworkingon
thebreath.“Ourideasofhappinessdependon
social constructs (jobs, home andmoney),
whichcater to fourprimary impulses: greed,
desire,lust,gluttony.Weseethiswhenwelook
at breath philosophically,” he says. The
Adishaktiwayoftheatreiscomplex,itrequires
confrontingone’sstrengthsandfears.There’s
muchtolearnandunlearn.“InAdishakti,there
is noownership,we are just custodians.We
enrichthespaceandthemethodandtransfer
tothenextgenerationofartistes,”saysVinay.

Body Language
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FIELD WORK
Tim Davie, BBC’s
director-general, at
the BBC office in

New Delhi

Aakash Joshi

InoldermarketslikeIndia,theBritish
BroadcastingCorporation(BBC)isno
longertheprimarywindowtotheworld.
Howdoyouseethecompanycompeting
inacrowdedspace?
I think one of themost important things

for theBBC is to stay true to its values. If you
goback to thebasics,weareapublic-service
organisation, absolutely drivenby impartial,
fairnewscoverage,andcontentinmanygen-
res. So, in a very busymarket, the last thing
youwanttodoisdowhateveryoneelseisdo-
ing.Youwanttodoubledownonwhereyou’re
different. And theBBC isdifferent, in that it’s
largelypubliclyfunded,anditcaresaboutthe
truth.WhatI’vetriedtodoasleaderoftheBBC
is be innovative in howwe deliver things
throughdigitalmeans,makingsurewewere
very,veryfast-moving.Butourvaluesstaytrue
andholdfirm.We’re100yearsold,andwe’re
stillgrowing.Thisyear,we’recloseto 500mil-
lionpeople intermsofourreachglobally. It’s
growinginIndia—we’reupto72million.So,
I think, theappetite for trustednewssources
andtrustedcontenthasremainedstrong.You
could argue in this modernworld, where
everythingisdisputed,there’ssomuchnoise,
the value of a trusted source is going to be-
comehigher,not lower.

Lastyear,theUKTreasurySecretarysaid
theBBCmodelwouldbereviewedinsix
years, in2027.How,asBBC’shead,doyou
navigatebeingapublicbroadcasteranda
majorsubjectofpartisanpolitics?
IthinktheBBC,ifyoulookatitshistory,has

alwaysbeenatthecentreofpoliticaldebates:
Does it lean onewaypolitically or another?
Withsocialmediaandhundredsofnewchan-
nels, you’vegot lotsof competition. So, there

isabsolutelygoingtobeavaliddebateabout
whatthepurposeofapublicbroadcasterisat
this point. Butmypersonal view is, this is all
aboutwhat people and the publicwant. It’s
notaboutwhatpoliticiansultimatelywant.In
thatsense, theBBCis inaprettydecentposi-
tion.Wehave to healthily beworried about
staying relevant. But in theUK,webelieve a
universalmissionwhere everyone pays for
thebroadcasteriscritical.Andit’simportantto
emphasisewe’renotastatebroadcaster.We’re
a public-service broadcaster, paid for by the
public, andmostof thepublicgetvalue from
theBBC,whichiswhyitstays.That’sthemodel
thatwe’vegottokeeprelevanttothepublic.

HowdoyouseetheIndianmarketandits
newsecosystemsintermsofhyperbole
andmisinformation?
Everymarketisdifferent.Buttherearegreat

similarities around theworldnowemerging.
And that is enormousamountsof voices and
channels,hyper-competition.We’reinaworld
where thebarriers toentry arenowseverely
reduced. Thecompetition for audiencesputs
enormouspressureontheeconomicsofbusi-
nessesandincreasesthetemptationtobecome
morepolarised, noisier. The Indianmarket is
incrediblycompetitive.TheBBCisplayingadif-
ferentgame.Wedon’tneedall of yourmedia
time.Ithinkthedangerforus,asIsaidearlier,is
that impartial, fairreportingbeginstobeseen
asslightlydull. Inmyexperience,our journal-
ists lookatthefacts,at thetruth, theycanalso
haveanopinion.Butwhattheyarenottryingto
do is just generate conflict for a short term, to
tryandpushshares.Isaythatnottobecritical.
Ithinkthere’saplaceinthemarketforallofthis.
Myrole isnot tocomefromLondonandcriti-
cise the Indianmarket. But I thinkwehavea
placethatisn’tthesameaseveryoneelse’s.

OneofBBC’srecentcriticismshasbeenin

its ‘Western’coverageoftheUkraine
crisis.Howdoyourespondtoquestions
emergingfromtheglobalSouth?
I’mveryproudofourcoverageinUkraine.

Ithinkwe’veseensomeincrediblybravejour-
nalism. Second, of course,weneed to listen
hardas theBBC. It’s really important that the
BBCdoesn’t justhaveaperspective fromone
country.Myobjectiveisthatasaglobalmedia
organisationwedeeplyunderstand someof
theseissuesandreflectonthem.Ithinkwedo
that carefully. Andwe listenhard. TheBBC is
notjustacompanybroadcastingfromLondon.
TakeIndia, for instance:avastmajorityof

our team here are Indians. I was just with
someofmyIndianteamsthatwereshowing
analysis of how thiswar is viewed from an
Indianperspective.WhileIunderstandsome
of those concerns, if you look across the
breadthofourcoverage,someoftheseissues
aredebated.Weengageinthetopicandlook
attheWestitself.Havewegotframeworksof
thinkinginvariousplacesthatarelimitingour
reporting? I think, simultaneously, I’ll rigor-
ouslydefendourreportingandthebalanceof
our reporting,while also saying,weneed to
listenhardtoourIndiancolleagues,makesure
we’re reporting froman Indian perspective
andplacesoutsideofLondonthatclearlyiden-
tifythattherearedifferentwaysof lookingat
situations and different things to consider. I
thinkgreatjournalistsarealwayssuspiciousof
simplisticnarratives,simplisticstorytelling.

Howarenewtechnologiescontributing
toBBC’stacklingofmisinformation?
GivenBBC’sgrowingdigitalpresenceand
bigtechactingasagatekeeper,howdo
youbalancedistributionplatforms?
It’s important thatweare ina lotof serv-

ices and platforms.Myworry and task is to
makesurewedon’tchaseviewsfortheirown
sake.We don’t just domore sensationalist

videosfortheirsake.Weknowwhatgetsbig
reachonYouTubebutwe’vegottogetthebal-
anceright.We’vebeenpioneers,quitedelib-
erately, in putting significant resources in
placetolookatareaswherethereissubstan-
tialdisinformationandtrytogetthefacts. In
theUK,webegan this byhiringpeoplewho
work solely on this. In India,wehave a pilot
project on checking misinformation.
Realistically, Idon’t thinkwe’llevergetridof
disinformationormisinformation.
Our role is to seewhere that disinforma-

tionishappeningatscale,diggingintoit,and
exposewherethingsarejustnottrue.There’s
nodoubtthatthere’sanincrediblypositiveef-
fect of someof the technologycompanies to
enableus toget tonewaudiences.Butat the
BBC,wealsobelieveour future isnotwholly
where everything is in bits, and not on our
own services. That means that the over-
whelmingpriority for us is to build branded
serviceswherepeoplecometotheBBCtoget
thefullestoffer,withexclusivecontent.Forthe
long-termfutureofbrands, it’snotjustabout
theindividualpiecesofjournalismorcontent.
It’salsoabouttrustedservices.

Tomoveawayfromnews,whenwillthe
iPlayercometoIndia?Ormorefiction
andculturalprogramming?
The limitation at themoment is one of

rights to programme. Second, the economic
models—whichcountriesyougoto,atwhat
speedaredeterminedbythis.Wemaysellthe
rights around theworld to different broad-
castersandtheymaypay,forinstance,80per
cent of theprogramming cost.What’s inter-
esting is that there’s just suchhugepotential
inIndia.Withtheculturalconnectionswe’ve
got, and the quality programming, there’s a
lot to be donewith the sheer scale of India.
We’reambitiousaboutourcommercialbusi-
nesseshere.Andwewanttokeepexpanding.

TASHITOBGYAL

‘We are not
just a company
broadcasting
from London’
Tim Davie, BBC’s director-general, on
its coverage of the war in Ukraine and
finding a hold in the Indian market

New Delhi
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The Long
Walk to Peace

LINE AND PATTERNS
The gold leaf in the murals adds to the lustre

The state corridor is a showcase of
India’s cultural wonders through
its magnificent murals

Sunil Trivedi

THETRANSFORMATIONof theViceroy’sHouse
intotheRashtrapatiBhavanwasaleapfromim-
perialismtonationalism, inwhichvisualart
playedamajorpart.Thepervasiveinfluenceof

SwamiVivekanandaandRabindranathTagorecanbe
seenhere. It’snotsurprisethentofindpaintingsof
SukumarBose,of theBengalSchoolofart,adornthewalls
attheRashtrapatiBhavan.
If onewereavisitorof thePresident,youwouldbeled

downthestatecorridor,ashort75mstretch,beforeyou
reachhisstudy.Enroute,youwouldseethefinestexpres-
sionsof India’sculturethroughdecorativemuralsonthe
vaultedceilingandalongthewalls.
Thesemuralswerepaintedafter independencewitha

viewtoindigenisetheambienceof theRashtrapati
Bhavan.Theyareafeastofdiversestylesof Indianart,
paintedinexquisitecohesion.Expertshavedescribedthis
approachtoartasanexpressionofculturalnationalism.

FromHarappan
sealsdepictingbulls;
motifs fromthe
thangkastyleof
Tibetanpaintings;
Buddhistpaintingsof
Ajanta;thealponasof
Bengal,andthesa-
credmandalas that
representthecos-
mos, figuresof lo-
tuses,conchshells,
flowersandpeacocks
havebeenpainted
withperfectsymme-
tryandprecision.The
Indianaestheticsof

satyam-shivam-sundaram (Truth,GoodnessandBeauty)
arereflectedinthestatecorridor, too.AnIndianartist’s
dharma isa joyousexplorationof truth.Thatexploration
findsfulfilmentasonewalksalongthecorridor.
Themuralshavebeendonewithmeditativecare.

Thesearehighlycomplexandsophisticatedworksofart.
Theuseof thegoldleaf inthepaintingsaddstothelustre
of themotifs.Theydrenchtheviewerinshantarasa (state
ofpeace), thefoundationalelementofart inIndia.
Theearly frescoes,whichwereselectedby the

British, for thegrandballroom,nowtheAshokaHall,
thoughbeautifullyexecuted, areaboutphysicalmight
andmaterial excellence.A largepaintinggiftedby the
Shahof Iran to theBritishhasbeenpastedontheceiling
of theHall, using themarouflage technique. Itdepictsa
huntingexpeditionof the royal familyof Persia. Incon-
trast, stand thespirituality-imbuedmurals selectedby
the Indianpresidents.
Oneof thestrikingaspectsof themurals is the73

shlokas fromtheGita,paintedincalligraphicstyle.Nearly
athirdof theshlokashavebeentakenfromthe11th
Chapterof theBhagvadGita,whichdescribesKrishnaas
theall-pervadingcosmicself.Theessenceof thechapter is
thatanimpersonalandimpartialcosmiclawsustainsthe
universe, therefore, it is futiletobebuffetedbyindividual
impulses.Manyshlokas fromthesecondchapter,Sankhya
Yoga,havealsobeendepictedthroughthemurals,be-
sidesversesfromfiveotherchapters.Thesecondchapter
containsmetaphysicsandethicsof theBhagvadGita.
Thismessageof equanimity, of adhering to theulti-

mate truth,of excellencewithdispassion isadefining
featureofwhatmaybecalled the firstbuildingof the
country, the residenceandworkplaceof its first citizen.
Themaindomeof abuildingcanbesaid tobe itsheador
face. Thegranddomeof theRashtrapatiBhavan isanar-
chitecturalhomage to theSanchiStupaandthe
Buddha’smessageof compassionand love.Themurals
in thestatecorridorare, likewise, a reflectionof ourphi-
losophyandculture.

SunilTrivediisOfficeronSpecialDuty(Research),
RashtrapatiBhavan
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LOOK WITHIN
Conscience is the

bright light of
enlightened thinking

and gives us the
guiding principles

and the roadmap for
our personal

journeys to maturity

MAI AAINEmein dekhta hoon, main kahan
chalagaya.LooselytranslatedfromUrdu,this
lyric says, “I am looking into themirror and
wonderingwhereitisthatIhavegottenlost.”
Lifehasawayof livingits journeywithor

withoutus.Itsmotions,beats,notes,cadences,
scents, soundsand touch—all areof its own
choosing;nothingwecanpredict,alterorcon-
quer. With or without us, life will course
throughitsjourneys.Itsrhythms,itspulse,its
pace, its ups anddowns, its seasons—noth-
ingwecancontrol. Inmanyways, life seems
intangibly complicated, yet it throwsus tan-
gentsandparallelsthatconnectustoourown
stories,paths, lovesandrelationships.
I learned fromUrdupoetry that our lives

areverdantvalleysandimpenetrablecitadels
ofboundlesshopeandeternal love. I learned
thatlifeisthesumofourromanticinterludes
and joyous longings, of passionate pain and
fulfillingsuffering,ofendearingpangsofanx-
iety and thrills of nervousness, of heart-
wrenchingecstasyandsoul-stirringdespair.I
wastaughtthatitisforustomakethemostof
anysituation.Toekeoutthebestofeverymo-
ment thatwe live, every breathwebreathe.

Toturndreamsintorealityandchallengesinto
advantages.Loss,initspoeticmetre,becomes
anopportunitytolovefurther,despitetheone
beinglovedhavingleftusby.Deathbecomes
an opportunity to realisemoments, wants,
fantasies,andhankeringsthatwecouldn’tlive
while living.
Hindiconnectedmetotherichantiquityof

our national past. Itwas the hipper sister to
Sanskrit that I studied and recited and that
connectedmetosanatandharma,theuniver-
sal,eternaltruth.Ifoundinthesemostancient
verses themostdynamicallyyoungmessag-
ing anyonemight hear even today. In these
texts of theHindus, I found acceptance and
celebration of theworld. Thesewords from
themother-languageSanskritfreedmefrom
myopic thoughts andbigotry that divide us,
based on caste, creed, colour, religion, belief,
gender andgeography.Difficult ideals these,
but I was lucky to have elders that chased
themandtaughtmetoput themtouseover

thearcofmyownlifetime. InUrdu, I founda
welcomepartner tokeepmyjourneyof self-
growth and discovery poetically richwith
metaphoricallegoryandrichlynuancedwith
thesophistryofdeeplyfeltandmovingwords.
Urdugavemeprideinthelandofmybirth.

Its poetry burstingwith layered emotions,
fleshed out the glee, joy, melancholy, and
heartbreak that camemyway. Reading and
writingUrduwas an adventure, one Iwish I
had spentmore hours and years pursuing.
HowIwishIcoulddothekalampoojalikemy
now-deceasedpaternaluncle,retiredchiefof
Border Security Force, Hargobind Prasad
Bhatnagar,did.Hewouldwriteallournames,
stories,dreamsandaspirationsinUrdu,asmy
paternal grandfather had done before him.
HowdeliciousitwastobecelebratingaHindu
festivalandmarkingitsritualswithUrdulet-
tering,whichisindeliblystainedintoourfam-
ily’scollectivepsycheandfamilialscroll.
Conscience is the bright light of enlight-

ened thinkingandgivesus theguidingprin-
ciplesandtheroadmapforourpersonaljour-
neystomaturity—wiseryearswherewebe-
comeonewith richer versions of ourselves,
where our faithwon’t allowus to rest aswe
needtokeepmarchingon.WhereourMecca
is the deepest sanctumof our hearts,where
wearenotafraidtoseekoutnewerandbigger
storms.Wheretsunamiwavesofdisappoint-
mentdonotoverwhelmuswith the floodof
mindlessness, that derail us from themind-
fulnessthatmakesusonewiththeother,and
indoingsoonewithself.
Dadi,mypaternalgrandmother,wouldre-

joice inmysingingthepoembyNasirKazmi
thatincludesthelinesIopenwith.HereKazmi
looks into themirrorandwonderswherehe
hasdisappeared.Whereisthemanwithavi-
sionarymind,withdaringaudacityofthought,
wordanddeed?Wherewasthattirelesspro-
fessionalwithamendicant’s devotion to the
Hinduwayof life,who loved and livedwith
thepassionof a Sufi poet and celebrated the
world’spluralitylikeaSufisaint?TheMuslim
whodrankat theHindutavernof enlighten-
mentwith thirst for knowledge,wherewas
he?WhereweretheHinduswhowerelucky
tohavebeenborntopluralityof thought,ac-
tion,anddeed,who’dreveredSanskritaschil-
drenandthankedtheirstarsfortutelageinit.
Overtheyears,therespectforthismother

languageofHindustan,theoneweworshiped
MaaBharatiwith,hadopenedthemtointro-
spectivereflection,heartfeltmindfulnessand
left themhungry formeditative growth and
wisdom.Whywerethesechildrenofanation,
asoldandblessedasIndia,nowsolosttothis
oldestandmostnaturallypurewayofbeing?
Whyhadtheysuddenlygottendistractedby
thenoiseofself-servingsectarianismthatwas
hugely rewarding in themindlessnessof the
present but fleeting and unfulfilling in the
longerrun?
To become onewith theworld and the

master, to be able to read, recite andunder-
standtheheftanddepthoftheVedictextsthat
inspiredHenryDavid Thoreau,who, in turn,
was themuse forMahatmaGandhi, it isn’t
enoughtopractisetheritualsof anyonereli-
gion.Onehastoevolvedailyandlearnto live
in the holistic spirit of sanatana dharma, be-
comeHindu, and in doing so, become one
withtheworld.

Being One With The World
Can we look away from the noise of self-serving sectarianism and open our minds to introspective reflection and meditative growth?

SuvirSaran
SuvirSaran isachef, author, educator

andworld traveller

SLICEOFLIFE

SUVIRSARAN

Devyani Onial

FROMBUSTINGmythsaboutfireflies
lighting up the homes of weaver
birds to explaining thewhys and
howsofthespectacularphenome-
non of birdmigrations, there has

been, perhaps, no one better than SálimAli,
India’s best-knownornithologist, to demys-
tifytheavianworld.ToAli’salreadyformida-
ble list ofworks, comesanother: a collection
ofhisradiotalks.EditedbyTaraGandhi,Words
forBirds(BlackKite),thebookshowshimdo-
ingwhathedidbest—reachingouttoacross-
sectionofsocietyonbirdsandthestellarrole
theyplayinpreservingourenvironment.
“Hewasanexcellent communicator.He

gaveanumberof lecturesandhecommuni-
cated topeople of different professions. For
instance, while speaking tomountaineers,
hewouldsay—‘sinceyougotogreatheights,
to places that ornithologists are not able to
go to, look out for nesting sites, for
Lammergeiers,thebigvulturesthatareseen
inhighaltitudes.Lookaroundandif yousee
anybirds, let usknow, takedownnotes’.He
would talk topeople to get out of their own
turforspecialisationandbecomeinterested
inthewiderpicture,”saysGandhi,whowas
guided by Ali for herMSc in field ornithol-
ogy shortly before he passed away in 1987,
at theageof 90.
Hewas,asshesays,aheadofhis times in

understanding the importance of involving
people in conservation. “You will come
across oneof his talkswherehe tells his lis-
teners that if you see any unusual birds on
the seashore, write to us. This struckme.
Nowadays,wetalkaboutcitizenscience, lay
people’sinvolvementinscientificdocumen-
tation. A number of birdwatchers are spe-
cially involved in citizen science— doctors,
teachersandpeople frommanyotherdisci-
plinesaremakingbirdlistsandsendingthem
to be compiled. A lot of importantmaterial
comesoutofanalysingthisdata.Thosedays,
nearly 60 to 70 years ago, Sálim Ali would
urgehisreadersandlistenersto
write to the Bombay Natural
HistorySociety(BNHS)torecord
the information.”
Aliwho tookover theBNHS

after Independence and re-
mainedwithitfordecades,was
keyinkeepingtheorganisation
goingandininitiatingasystem-
aticstudyofbirds. “Hehadavi-
sion,whichwasmuchaheadof
his time and very contempo-
rary,”saysGandhi,whohaspre-
viouslyeditedABird’sEyeView:
The Collected Essays and ShorterWritings of
SálimAli(IIVolumes,PermanentBlack,2018)
and is the author of Birds,Wild Animals and
Agriculture: Conflict and Coexistence in India
(TheOrientBlackswan;2015).
Delivered between 1941 and 1985, Ali’s

talkswere recordedmainly at the All India

Radio (AIR) station inMumbai and range
fromone on trends in bird study to talking
aboutbird life foraschoolbroadcast, incon-
versational Hindustani titled Chand Hairat
AngezParandonaurJanwaronkeGhar,speak-
ing to childrenwho didn’t speak English. In
his autobiography, The Fall of a Sparrow

(OxfordUniversityPress,1985),
he recounts his days as a guide
lecturer in the Natural History
Section of the Prince of Wales
Museum inMumbai,where he
remembers particularly enjoy-
ing “talking to pupils from the
School for the Blind, because of
thelivelyinteresttheyshowed.”
Gandhisays,“Hemadeaneffort
toreachouttochildrentomake
them understandmore about
birdsandnatureinaneasyway.”
After his stint at the

Museum,Ali spentayear inGermany, train-
ing under Erwin Stresemann at the Berlin
University ZoologicalMuseum, returning to
Indiain1930andlaunchingonaseriesofbird
surveys across the country. Beginning at a
timewhen ornithology, in his ownwords,
wasthe“CinderellaofIndianZoology”,Alican

be credited for taking the discipline outside
museumsandcollectionsandoutinthenat-
uralhabitatandwideningitsscope.“Thekind
of projects he undertook later on from the
’60sonwardswereextremelyimportantand
absolutelypragmatic.Hetookonaprojecton
birds in the aviation sector, that is bird haz-
ards in aviation. Itwas a huge project and it

wasentirely for savinghuman lives, forpre-
venting huge losses. The study tried to find
methods to avoid bird hits on aircraft— ob-
serving the timeof theday, the trajectory of
the birds, which specieswere involved and
how to prevent them from congregating in
the airports. Earlier, his surveyswere about
collectionswhichbecameavaluableandper-
manent resource, but later, hemoved away
completely from thewhole idea of merely
collecting specimenswhen he became the
headofBNHS,”saysGandhi.
ButbeingdubbedIndia’sbirdmansome-

timesshadowedhisroleasaconservationist.
“Hewouldsayrepeatedlythateverythingis
interlinked in nature. It is not just the birds
themselves, it is thehabitat of thebirdsand
differentecosystemsinIndiahewantedcon-
served for the sakeof all the flora and fauna
within them. He spoke about conservation
of endangeredspeciesandregrettedthatso
many species had died out. Ali was instru-
mentalingettinganumberofnationalparks
andprotectedareasestablished.Throughhis
communication skills hewas even able to
persuade royal families to set aside their
hunting reserves for conserving the species
within them,” saysGandhi.

LivingHistory
An Indian Express

collaboration with the
Rashtrapati Bhavan

The Closest Thing to Flying
A recent collection of radio talks by India’s best-known ornithologist, Sálim Ali, captures his

vision of involving people in conservation and the interconnectedness of life

COURTESY:BLACKKITE

New Delhi
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Market Watch
SHARPESTWEEKLYFALL INOIL IN 2YRS
New York: For the week, Brent crude futures dropped 13.5%, the
sharpest fall in almost two years, after an earlier surge driven by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine had seen prices rise by more than
30%. The benchmark was at $104.38 a barrel on Friday. REUTERS

TOCUTDEPENDENCEONRUSSIA,EUEYESGREENHYDROGEN

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,APRIL2

WITHTHERussia-Ukraine crisis
leadingtoriseinoilandgasprices,
there is a rethink of energy de-
pendency onRussia among the
Europeannations. TheNetherla-
nds is looking at reducing its en-
ergydependencywithRussia“as
soonaspossible”,whileexploring
alternatives including greenhy-
drogeninthecomingtimes.
“Oneofthethingsthatiscrys-

tal clear now is thatwe should
have done more in the last 10
yearsasacontinentasEuropeans,
butalsoasDutchtomakesurewe
createmore energy independ-
ence.Wehave talkedabout it for
10years, potentially even longer,
andwe’ve done too little. Now,
this clearly is something that is
verymuch a topic again andwe
willmakesurewegetthatenergy
independence asquickly as pos-
sible. I talked to theUSSecretary
of State (Antony) Blinken and
Minister (Annalena) Baerbock
fromGermanyandtomanyother
colleagues.Wewillmakesurewe
seethisthroughandwewillmake
sure we become energy inde-
pendent of Russia ASAP,”
Netherlands’ ForeignMinister

WopkeHoekstrasaidinaninter-
actionwithIndianjournalists.
“Wecannot organise that to-

morrow.FortheNetherlands,the
burdenisn’tthathighbutforsome
of our friends inEurope, thebur-
denisquitehigh.Butwewillseeit
through and we will do it as
quicklyaspossible.Andwewilldo
it together with the whole
EuropeanEUfamily,”headded.
ThewarinUkrainehasputdi-

alogue around energy depend-
ence in a faster transitionmode,
said the Netherlands’ Climate
EnvoyPrinceJaimedeBourbonde
Parme,addingthere’spotentialfor
theNetherlands and India to ex-
ploretradeingreenhydrogen.
“One of the alternatives is

greenhydrogen.Asithappens,itis
one of the goals for India to be-

comeanetexporterof greenhy-
drogen,we could become a net
importerbecausetheNetherlands
doesn’thaveenoughspacetopro-
duceall thegreenhydrogenour-
selves. That’s not just for energy
intensive industries, but also for
transport andhouseholdusages.
Potentially,gascouldbereplaced
bygreenhydrogen,”hesaid.
TheNetherlands couldbeco-

meafacilitatorforexportofgreen
hydrogen from India to Europe,
Jaimesaid.
“TheNetherlands iswell-po-

sitionedtobeyourgatewaytothe
rest of Europe,with the Port of
Rotterdam as Europe’s biggest
port, linking to Northern
European countries including
GermanyandBelgium. There’s a
potential to explore for our two
countries,”headded.
TheNetherlands isatpresent

indialoguewiththeindustrybe-
cause they are in the process of
placingorders.“Sothequestionis
howdowestructure itandwhat
infrastructure doweneed?Are
yougoingtoshiphydrogenasam-
moniaor in frozenform?All that
needs to be agreed to seewhich
wayisthebest.Rightnow,Singap-
oreandJapanarethefurthestde-
veloped in importing green hy-
drogen,sowearelookingatthem

alsotosetthestandardandtosee
what is the standard going for-
ward,”Jaimesaid.
Going ahead, investments

fromtheNetherlands— the fifth
biggest foreign investor for India
— could see a shift towards re-
newables from fossil fuels, he
added.Aspercalculationsbythe
International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA), India needs
about$42billionover theperiod
till2030peryearfortheannualre-
newalenergyinvestments.
TheNetherlands isworking

withIndiaonamemorandumof
understanding(MoU)onrenew-
able energy,which is likely to be
taken up for discussion during
the upcoming visit of President
RamNath Kovind nextweek to
thecountry.
“Thereareseveralareasofcol-

laboration, such as research,
knowledge, building plants and
infrastructure such as ports and
solar andwind generation. All
these areas need to bemapped
outandseverelyreduceemissions
ifwearetopreserveafutureproof
planet,” Jaimesaid.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com
(Thecorrespondentwasin

TheHagueonaninvitationfrom
theNetherlandsgovernment)

BRIEFLY
Microsoft,EU
Brussels:EUantitrust regu-
latorsarequizzingMicroso-
ft’srivalsandcustomersab-
out its cloud business and
licensingdeals,asperaque-
stionnaireseenbyReuters,in
amove that could lead to a
formalinvestigationandre-
newedscrutinyof thecom-
pany.TheEuropeanComm-
issionhas finedMicrosoft a
total 1.6 billion euros ($1.8
billion) in the previous
decade for breaching an-
titrustrulesandfornotcom-
plyingwith its order tohalt
anti-competitivepractices.

Digitalyuanplan
Shanghai:ThePeople’sBank
of China said itwill further
expandapilotschemeof its
digitalcurrencytomorear-
eas, including cities in the
eastern Zhejiang province
whichissettohosttheAsian
Gameslaterthisyear. Itwill
promote the research and
development of the digital
currency, dubbed e-CNY,
andexpandthescopeofthe
pilot scheme, as per an on-
linestatement. REUTERS

TataMotorsEVs
New Delhi: Tata Motors,
alongwithits24dealerpart-
ners, delivered712 electric
vehicles (EVs) on Saturday
to individual customers in
Maharashtra andGoa. The
automajor delivered 564
Nexon EVs and 148 Tigor
EVstocustomers. PTI

PRANAVMUKUL&
ANILSASI
NEWDELHI,APRIL2

IN 2001,when the internetwas
staring at a slew of regulations
from across the globe, Clyde
WayneCrews,aresearcheratlib-
ertarianthink-tankCatoInstitute,
proposedtheideaof ‘splinternet’
—aninternetsplintered intodis-
paraterealmscontrolledbydiffer-
entdispensationsorpowers.
The fundamental proposal

was to havemore internets in-
steadofhavingmore
regulations.
Overthepasttwo

decades,asplintering
ofinternethasoccur-
red in some limited
ways. China’s ‘Great
Firewall’ keeps
Americantechgiants
outwhilepushingonlineservices
developedindigenously.Russia,in
2019,passedthesovereigninter-
net law — or the online Iron
Curtain—thatenabledthecoun-
trytodisconnectitsinternetfrom
restof theworld.

Thesplintering
Crewsmayhavebeen ahead

ofhistimeinpropoundingasplin-
ternet. But the events of thepast
fourweekspose the first serious
challengetothewaytheinternet
has evolved into a global system
of interconnectedcomputernet-
worksthatusestheinternetprot-
ocolsuite(TCP/IP)tocommunica-
tebetweennetworksanddevices.
However dystopian that the

ideaof the splinternetmayhave
seemedover these years, all the
wayup to just a fewweeks ago,
Russia’s invasionofUkrainedoes
seemas a potential trigger for a
splinteredinternet,withFrance’s
digitalaffairsenvoyHenriVerdier,
in an interview to Bloomberg
News, stating that in as many
words.He said categorically that
thecombinationofMoscow’sris-
ing online censorship attempts
combined with Ukraine’s re-
peatedcallsforRussiatobetaken
offlinecouldpotentiallyoffer the
triggerfortheeventual“fragmen-
tation of the internet.” “Will the
unique, neutral, multi-stake-
holder, free internet survive this
crisis?”Verdiersaid.“I’mnotsure”.
The Internet is essentially a

globalnetworkofphysicalcables,
thatcanincludecoppertelephone
wires, TV cables, and fiber optic
cables,alongsidewirelessconnec-
tionssuchasWi-Fiand3G/4Gthat
leverage the physical cables to
hookusersanddeviceson to the
Internet. Countries hook on to
globalwebservicesviaundersea
cables or nodes that are connec-
tionpointsthroughwhichdatais

transmitted to and
fromothercountries’
communicationnet-
works.Theconceptof
thesplinternetenvis-
agesblocksorregula-
tionof theseconnec-
tionspoints.

Viabilitybarrier
CanRussia, or China, simply

createaparalleloralternativesys-
temthatwillbeviable?Thereare
already experiments of govern-
ment-managedwalled garden
that are taking shape. In Iran, for
instance, a project called the
National InformationNetwork
(NIN), also known as National
InternetinIranhasbeenInitiated
bythestate-ownedTelecommun-
icationCompanyofIran.Another
experiment on these lines is the
so-called The Golden Shield
Project,alsocalledthe“greatfire-
wall of China” initiated by the
Ministry of Public Security divi-
sionof theChinesegovernment.

Problems
Sofar,state-sponsoredcyber-

warfare, despite stray instances,
hasbeena scatteredoccurrence.
Thishasmainlybeenpossiblebe-
causeofdiplomatic involvement
of countries and jurisdictions in
maintainingcyber-relations. The
splinternetcouldbeaspanner in
theseworks.AccordingtoVerdier,
anymovebyRussia tomove to-
ward an independent internet
“would have severe conse-
quences”, including the tempta-
tionbycountriestolaunchcyber-
attacksastheywouldbeinsulated
fromtheimpact.

Caseforasplinternet
Crewshadargued twodeca-

desagothat“warfareonthedigi-
tal commons invitesmore regu-
lationandaddstoadeteriorating
andantiquatedInternet”.Hehad
writtenthatsplinteringtheinter-
netwould not only increase the
optionsbutalsoprotecttherights
of internetusers,“whichdepend
so critically on the institution of
privateproperty”. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL2

IN THE latest price hike on
Saturday,petrolanddieselprices
wereincreasedby80paisealitre
each.Bothfuelshavenowbecome
costlier bymore thanRs7 a litre
withinthelastfortnight.
In thenational capital, petrol

pricerosetoRs102.61perlitreas
againstRs101.81previously. The
price of diesel increased fromRs
93.07perlitretoRs93.87,accord-
ing toapricenotificationof state
fuel retailers. Prices of fuels have
risen across India andvary from
statetostatedependinguponthe
incidenceof localtaxation.
Saturday was the tenth in-

stanceof hike inprices since the
endingofafour-and-half-month
long hiatus in rate revision on
March22. Inall,priceshavegone
upbyRs7.20perlitreinthelast12
days.WITHPTI

Fuel prices
rise by 80p,
up `7.2/L in
last 12 days

REUTERS
BENGALURU,APRIL2

TESLA INConSaturday reported
record electric vehicle deliveries
forthefirstquarter,butitsproduc-
tionfellfromthepreviousquarter
assupplychaindisruptionsanda
Chinaplantsuspensionweighed.
“Thiswas an *exceptionally*

difficult quarter due to supply
chain interruptions&China zero
Covid policy,” CEO Elon Musk
tweeted. Tesladelivered310,048
vehiclesinthequarter,aslightin-
creasefromthepreviousquarter,
and up 68 per cent from a year
earlier.Wall Street hadexpected
deliveriesof308,836cars,accord-
ing to Refinitiv data. Tesla pro-
duced305,407vehiclesduringthe
January toMarch period, from
305,840thepreviousquarter.
Tesla, theworld’smost valu-

able automaker boosted sales,
navigatingthepandemicandsup-
plychaindisruptionsbetter than
rivals andwith itsnewfactory in
ShanghaiinChinadrivinggrowth.
ButarecentspikeinCovid-19

cases inChinahas forcedTesla to
suspendproduction temporarily
atitsfactoryinShanghaiasthecity
locks down to tests residents for
thedisease.
Tesla said it sold a total of

295,324 Model 3 sedans and
Model Y sport utility vehicles,
whileitdelivered14,724ModelS
luxury sedans andModelXpre-
miumSUVs.

Tesla delivers
record
vehicles in
Mar quarter

REUTERS
NEWYORK,APRIL2

WORKERSATanAmazon.comInc
warehouseinNewYorkCityvoted
to formthefirstunionat thesec-
ond-largestUSprivateemployer,
avictorythataddstorecentgrass-
roots successesby labor activists
pushingintonewindustries.
Employees at the online re-

tailer’s fulfillment center in the
boroughof Staten Island, known
asJFK8,securedamajoritybyvot-
ing2,654to2,131insupportofthe
Amazon Labor Union (ALU), or
about55percentinfavor,accord-
ing to a count releasedonFriday
by theNational Labor Relations

Board(NLRB).
Thevoterepresentedavictory

forUSorganizedlaborandamile-
stoneforlaboradvocates,whofor

yearshaveconsideredAmazon’s
labor practices a threat towork-
ers. Union organizer Christian
Smalls, dressed all in Amazon

LaborUnionred, raisedahandin
victory after thewin,whileALU
memberspoppedchampagnein
celebration.
“We’redisappointedwiththe

outcomeof theelectioninStaten
Islandbecausewebelievehaving
a direct relationship with the
company isbest for our employ-
ees,”Amazonsaidinastatement.
The companyadded that it is

evaluating options including fil-
ing objections based onwhat it
called inappropriate andundue
influence by the NLRB. A
spokespersonfortheNLRBnoted
that it is an independent federal
agency and said its actions have
beenconsistentwithitscongres-
sionalmandate.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL2

SOFTWAREMAJORInfosysisclos-
ingdownitsoperationsinRussia,
according to reports. Themove
comesjustdaysafterRishiSunak,
theUK’sChancelloroftheExcheq-
uerandtheson-in-lawof Infosys
co-founderNRNarayanMurthy,
wasaccusedbytheBritishmedia
ofprofitingfromRussiaPresident
VladimirPutin’sregime.
Britain’spublicservicebroad-

casterBBClatenightonFridayre-
ported, quoting sources, that
Infosyswas“tryingtofindreplace-
ment roles abroad for staff em-
ployedinMoscow”.Infosyshasso
farnorespondedtomailssentby
TheSundayExpresswhichsought
to knowthenumberof employ-
ees it had in Russia and the rea-
sonsbehindtheclosureofopera-
tionsinthecountry.
The reported shutting down

ofoperationscomesaboutaweek
after the Britishmedia accused
SunakofprofitingfromthePutin
regimeasInfosyshadtiestolocal
enterprises in Russia. Sunak is
marriedtoNRNarayanMurthy’s
daughterAkshataMurthy.
Inanearlierstatement,Infosys

haddeniedhavinganyactivebusi-
ness relationshipswith any local
enterprises, and said that the
companyhadcommitted$1mil-
lion towards relief efforts for the
victimsofwarinUkraine.“Infosys
has a small team based out of
Russia, that services someof our

global clients, locally.Wedonot
haveanyactivebusinessrelation-
shipswith local Russian enter-
prises.AkeypriorityforInfosysin
timesof adversity, is to continue
extendingsupporttothecommu-
nity. The companyhas commit-
tedUSD1million towards relief
effortsforthevictimsofwarfrom
Ukraine,” the companyhad said
inastatementlastmonth.
EarlierinMarch,Sunakhad,in

atelevisedstatement,askedcom-
panies from theUK refrain from
makingnewinvestmentsinRus-
sia.“Iwelcomecommitmentsal-
readymadebyanumberoffirms
todivestfromRussianassets-and
Iwanttomakeitcrystalclearthat
thegovernmentsupportsfurther
signalsofintent.Iamurgingfirms
tothinkverycarefullyabouttheir
investments in Russia and how
theymayaid thePutin regime—
andIamalsoclearthatthereisno
case for new investment in
Russia,”hehadsaidonMarch13.

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,APRIL2

TATAGROUP’SsuperappTataNeu
is set for launchonApril 7. So far,
theapphasbeenrestrictedforuse
onlybyTatagroupemployees.The
companymade the announce-
ment througha teaser imageon
theapp’sGooglePlayStorepage.

The‘superapp’
TataNeu is the group’s super

app,tobringtogetherallofitsdig-
ital services andappsona single
platform.On its Play Store page,
theapp’sdescriptionreads:“Con-
sumecutting-edgedigital conte-
nt,makepayments,manageyour
finances, plan your next holiday
or perhaps just yournextmeal -
there’slotstoexploreandexperi-

enceintheworldofTataNeu”.

Servicesavailable
VariousTatagroupdigitalser-

vices liketicketsonAirAsia India,
Air India or bookinghotels at Taj
Groupproperties, ordering gro-
ceries fromBigBasket ormedi-
cinesfrom1mgwillbepossible.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Tata Neu set for Apr 7 launch

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL2

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has barred
the launch of mutual fund
schemes till July 1 in order to fa-
cilitatethediscontinuationofthe
practiceofpoolingofaccounts.
Theregulatorhasagreedtothe

Association ofMutual Funds in
India(Amfi)requesttoextendthe
existingtimelineofApril1forim-
plementing thediscontinuation
of pooling of accounts to July 1
Theextensioninthedeadlineisto
facilitate efficient technology
overhaulanditssmoothtransition

to serve growing investor needs,
theindustrybodysaid.
“Tostayfocusedonitsefficient

andeffective implementationof
thesaidOctober4,2021,SEBIcir-
cular,weasmutualfundindustry,
haveagreedtokeepnewfundof-
fers(NFOs)launchesonholddur-
ing thisperiod.Weareconfident
that NFOswill be back on track
soon,” saidN SVenkatesh, chief
executive,AMFI
According toAmfi, aftermu-

tual discussion and agreement,
Sebihasgiventhemutualfundin-
dustry extended timelines until
July1, 2022, to enable the indus-
trytobringinahighlevelofoper-
ationalefficiencyintheinterestof

investors and efficient function-
ingofmutual fundsubscriptions
andredemption.
Theplatformsof financialad-

visers, distributors and brokers
havebeenusingthefundpooling
mechanism.
Whenaninvestorputsmoney

throughanaggregator,themoney
goes into a pool account. The
moneygetsaggregatedthereand
is then sent to individual asset
managementcompanies.
The regulator’s view is that

there isarisk involvedinpooling
of accounts because themoney
comestotheaggregator’saccount
andtherecouldbesomescopefor
misuseatthatlevel,ordelayofthe

transactionorsomescopeforer-
rorstohappen,whichcouldaffect
theinvestors.
“Sebi had given fundhouses

timetillApril1,but theycouldn’t
stopthispractice.Sebishouldnot
extend the timeline beyond July
1,”saidaninvestor.
“Weareconfidentoffasterim-

plementationowing toadoption
of new-age technologyandwith
the help of other stakeholders
suchasstockexchangesandchan-
nel partners, so thatwe can fur-
ther strengthen investor service
and their evolving savingsneeds
towardsnewermutualfundsolu-
tions,” saidABalasubramanian,
chairman,AMFI.

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,APRIL2

BUILDINGON the concerns
aroundquickdeliveryof gro-
ceries and food, the Greater
Chennai Traffic Police con-
ductedaspecialenforcement
drive onMarch 30,where it
registeredcasesagainstmore
than970deliveryworkersde-
ployedbyplatformsincluding
Swiggy, Zomato, Dunzo and
Amazon, for flouting traffic
normslikesignalviolation,rid-
ingwithouthelmet,drivingon
thewrongside,etc.
Thiscomesatatimewhen

severalstakeholdersincluding
lawmakers and local police
bodieshaveflaggedconcerns
overtrafficviolationsandrider
safety. The Greater Chennai
police department has been
the one to have come out
againstthequickdeliveryfor-
mat,andnowhasdatatoback
upitsassertions.

Thepoliceactions
Asper a statementby the

police,978workerswerefined
a sumof Rs1,35,400 for vari-
ousviolations.Ofthis,450de-
liveryworkersweredeployed
bySwiggy,followedby278of
Zomato, andDunzowith188
ofitsdeliverypartnershaving
casesregisteredagainstthem.
Thisisperhapsforthefirst

timethereisdatatoshowthat
deliveryworkersoftenendup
drivingrashlywhileviolating
traffic norms in a rush tode-
liver orders quickly as the
companiestheyworkforhave
beenpromising increasingly
short turnaround times to
their customers. App-based
deliverytimesinIndiatypica-
llyrangefrom10-25minutes,
dependingontheserviceand
platformsuserschoose.
In a statement, thepolice

notedthat theplatformspro-
mise quick deliveries to cus-
tomers, “pressurising” deliv-
eryworkerstodrivequickly.It
also said the incentive-based
payoutstructure thatmostof
thesecompanieshavefortheir
gigworkerswasforcingwork-
erstoflouttrafficnorms.

Reactiontoquickdeliveries
Lastmonth,whenZomato

announcedthatitwouldsoon

startdeliveringfoodwithin10
minutes,itwasmetwithfierce
backlashasstakeholdersfrom
acrosstheboardraisedconce-
rnsthattheshortdeliverytim-
elinemayaddtothepressure
onalreadyoverworkeddeliv-
erypersons,potentiallyprom-
pting themtoengage in rash
drivingandtrafficviolations.
TradeunionsliketheTela-

nganaGigandPlatformWork-
ersUnionsaidZomatoshould
lookatitsdeliveryworkers“as
human beings”, and not as
“datapoints”foranalgorithm
tomanage. Lawmakers like
Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister and Congress MP
Karti Chidambaram too had
said that the short delivery
timelinemayput additional
pressureondeliveryworkers.
Zomato,however,saidthat

to complete a quickdelivery,
workerswill typicallyridefor
between3 and6minutes, at
anaveragespeedofaround20
kmperhour, to address con-
cernsthattheywouldengage
in rashdriving to stick to the
10-minutetimeline.
Before Zomato, startups

like Blinkit and Zepto popu-
larisedthe10minutedelivery
segmentinthecountry.Blinkit
had earlier told The Sunday
Express that as its dark stores
arelocatedincloseproximity
to customers, its delivery
workers “don’t need tobreak
any traffic rules todeliver or-
dersunder10minutes”.Zepto
co-founderAaditPalichahad,
duringaninteractionwiththis
paper earlier, said that inde-
liveringamillionorders,avery
smallfraction—“indecimals”
—ofitsdeliveryworkershave
been“mildlyinjured”.

SECTORWATCH
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Mutual fund account pooling: Jul 1 new deadline

Q-comm workers
flouting traffic rules,
Chennai cops flag
‘pressure’ from cos

AZomatodeliveryworker.
Thecompanyhadlast
monthsaiditwouldstart
deliveringfoodwithin10
minutes. File
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Netherlandsofferstobe India’s
‘gateway’ tofuelEU’sgreenshift

Investment via P-notes rises to
`89,143 crore as of Feb-end
Capitalmarket investments viaP-notes (participatorynotes)
rose to`89,143 crore till February-end, as per Sebi data

Value of P-note investments in Indianmarkets — equity, debt, and hybrid securities — stood at
`89,143 crore by the end of February, compared to `87,989 crore at January-end

Positivetrendislikelycontinuein
comingmonthsonexpectationsof
strongcorporateearningsbyIndia
Incwhichwillenthuseforeign
investors,expertsbelieve

AtendofDecember2021,
investmentlevelviaP-noteswasat
`95,501crore

P-notesareissuedbyregistered
foreignportfolioinvestors(FPIs)to
overseasinvestorswhowishtobea
partofIndianstockmarketwithout
registeringthemselvesdirectly

Source:Sebi/PTI

`9,224cr
indebt

`172cr
inhybridsecurities

`79,747cr
investedinequities

OFTHE`89,143CR
INVESTEDTHROUGH
THEROUTETILL
FEBRUARY2022:

Britishmediahadaccused
UKFinanceMinisterRishi
Sunakofprofiting fromthe
Putinregime. Reuters file

‘Infosys shutting Russia
ops, eyes replacement
for staff in Moscow’

EMPLOYEES AT JFK8 SECURE MAJORITY BY VOTING 55% IN FAVOUR

NY workers to form first US union at Amazon

AmazonworkersoutsidetheNLRBoffices inBrooklyn,New
York,onFriday. Reuters

■Overthepast two
decades,asplintering
of internethas
occurredinsome
limitedways, including
China’s ‘GreatFirewall’
keepingAmericantech
giantsoutandRussia,
in2019,passingthe
sovereigninternet law

SPLINTERINGOVER
PASTTWODECADES

How Russia-Ukraine
war threatens to
splinter the internet

New Delhi



SPORTLINE:Outof Indianarchery teamfornearly threeyears, the36-year-oldreunitedwithhisoldcoachand
reinventedhimselfwithchanges tohis techniquetomakean improbablecomeback

MIHIRVASAVDA
APRIL2

JAYANTA TALUKDAR is talking about the
point in his careerwhen, other than his in-
nercircle,almosteveryoneelsestoppedbe-
lieving in him. At first, he says, itwas ‘men-
tally disturbing'. That led to a crisis of
confidence,whichfuelledself-doubtandin-
security. “And then I thought, should I just
giveup?”
Thiswasnearlythreeyearsago,whenthe

veteranarcherwasoutof thenationalteam.
Talukdar has been around long enough to
understandthevagariesofsportandanath-
lete'sconstantstrugglewithform–eitherto
finditwhenonehitsaroughpatch,ormain-
tain itwheneverything’s sailingsmoothly.
He’dspentthemajorpartof theprevious

decade doing the former. Talukdar tried al-
mosteverythingwithinhisabilitiestoarrest
hisslide. Butonesetbackfollowedanother:
the inability tomake the team for the 2014
AsianGames,thefailuretoqualifyfortheRio
Olympics, beingunable toget into the team
fortheWorldCupsfrom2017andultimately,
in2019, losinghis spot in the Indian team.
Giving up, at that point, must have felt

likeaneasyandtemptingoption.Despitethe
struggles, Talukdar still had a career he
could’vebeenproudof,havingwonmedals
attheWorldChampionships,theWorldCups
andAsianChampionships, competedat the
OlympicGamesandbeenadominant force
onthedomestic circuit foryears.
Call itasportsman’spride, thesheerwill

toprovehisnaysayerswrongortheburning
desire to play for the country again, but
Talukdar didnotwant to bowoutwhenhis
career had touched nadir. “Deep down, I
knewIstill had it inme,”hesays.
His instinctwasn’twrong.
Last weekend, Talukdar returned to the

national team by finishing in the top three
during the selection trials held in Sonepat.
And after nearly three years of no interna-
tional competition, his 2022 calendar sud-
denly lookschock-a-block.Forthefirst time
afterfiveyears,Talukdarwillcompeteinthe
WorldCup,andinSeptember,hewillreturn
totheAsianGamesafter12years.“Aftersuch
a longbreak, returning to the Indianteamis
noteasy,”hesays.
Comebacks have been rare in Indian

archery,beitbyanarcherwhohasbeenside-
lined or from the shooting line during im-

portant internationalmatches.
Talukdar is aware of theunforgivingna-

tureofthesportinwhichthemarginoferror
is very fine. “You need to keep aminimum
score of 29 (out of 30) to stay in contention
andsometimes,eventhat’snotenough,”the
36-year-old says. “Shooting a 10with each
of the three arrows from 70m distance...
wind plays a factor; technique and timing
matter…it’snoteasy.”
Indian archerswould know. Few sports

have,overthelastdecadeorso,generatedso
much hype but delivered so little at big
events asmuch as archery. In this context,
the outcome of the selection trials is eye-
catching, not least because of Talukdar’s
comeback. Asmuchas the returnof theold
guard, it also signals a change, ledbyyoung
archers like 17-year-old national champion
RidhiPhorandtwo-timeyouthworldcham-
pionKomalikaBari.At thesametime, some

of the established stars, who have consis-
tently under-performed atmajor champi-
onships,havebeenshakenoutof theircom-
placency and, at least for now, fallen out of
favourwith thenational team.
ThebiggestcasualtiesareAtanuDasand

DeepikaKumari, India’stop-rankedrecurve
archers. They finished outside the top four
and consequently, won’t compete in any of
themajor events this year. Even their fund-
ingunder thegovernment’sTargetOlympic
PodiumSchemehasbeenstopped.“Wehave
nothing left for the remaining of the year,”
world number 2 Deepika, who has been a
national team regular since 2010, told PTI.
“Purasaalchhuttihogayahai(wehavebeen
leftout for thewholeyear).”
It’s the kind of jolt that could lead to ex-

tremeresults– former internationalsRahul
Banerjee and Mangal Singh Champia,
Talukdarpointsout,gotlostduringasimilar

churn a few years ago and are nowhere on
the anvil now. Then, there’s Talukdar him-
self, who was determined not to face the
samefateashis twoformer teammates.
When he lost his spot in the team,

Talukdar, after nearly two decades of com-
peting internationally, reinvented himself:
introducingwholesale changes to his style
and technique, whichmight be invisible to
an untrained eye but havemade a gradual
impactonhisgame.

Reinventing technique
It started by reunitingwith his former

coach, LimChaeWoong. The South Korean
hadbeentrainingTalukdarsince2003but in
2014-15, he returned to his home country.
Coincidently, thisalsomarkedthebeginning
of Talukdar’s slide. Desperate to make
amends,TalukdarrecalledhimtoJamshedpur,
his trainingbase, towards the endof 2019. “I
wasblindtomymistakesbutLimwasableto
spot them clearly,” Talukdar says. “So, step-
by-step,westartedworkingonthem.”
Itbegan,headds,byloweringtheangleof

his left shoulder to reduce its stiffness and
getastraightposturewhilereleasingthear-
row. Corresponding changes were then
made to the right shouldermuscles, which
hadtoberelaxedtoensureasmoothrelease.
Thenext stepwas to refine theanchorposi-
tion – that moment just before the shot
when the arrow and the string are brought
closetothejaw,neckandchinforbetteraim.
“And lastly, I completely changed the

styletodrawthebow.Normally,Iusedtopull
it down fromup. Now, I keep a straight an-
gle.This is tomakesure there isabalance in
myshoulderlevel,onceagain,togetabetter
aim,”heexplains.

Hit by Covid
Justwhen hewas building some confi-

dencewithhis newtechnique, Talukdarwas
downwithCovid-19duringthesecondwave
lastyear,withsymptomssoseverethathehad

tobeadmittedtotheICU.Whenhereturned,
theeffectwassodamagingthathedidn’teven
havethestrengthtolifthisbow.“Mypoundage
had reduceddrastically – from44pounds to
30pounds. It took around4-5months to re-
turntomyoldpoundage,”hesays.
Asmuchasphysical, italsotookamental

tollonhim:monthsbeforehecontractedthe
virus,Talukdarhadsufferedatearintheten-
doninhis leftshoulder.Hewasstill inrehab
when he got Covid and once he recovered
from the virus and began practicing again,
the pain in his left shoulder resurfaced as
well. “All the technical things Iwasworking
on…Ihadtorestart.Therewasn’tanypoint
inworkingontechniquewhileIwasworking
withalow-poundagebow.Atthattime,Iwas
working onmy technique, increasingmy
poundage to pre-Covid levels, undergoing
rehab…therewassomuchhappening.”
He endured through all of this, which

helpedhimgetmentally strongeraswell.
India’s archers have often been found

lacking the psychological strength to deal
withthepressuresofshootingincrunchsit-
uations. Talukdar agreeswith thediagnosis
butbelievesthatwithoutstrengthandsound
technique,mentalitymeans little.
“If I have the power to hold a 44-pound

bowwithoutshaking itwhileaiming, thenI
canwork on technique. But if I don’t have
powerandmytechniqueisn’tright,nomat-
ter how hard I work on themental side, I
won’t succeed,”hesays.
Soonceheregainedstrengthandalmost

reinvented his technique, Talukdar shifted
his focusonthepsychologicalendof things.
“I increased the number of arrows I shot
every day; from around 200-250 to 400.
When you putmore hours playing, you get
strongermentally and feelmore confident.
So thathelped.”
Hebegantorelymoreonvisualisation,a

technique that athletes across sports swear
by. But ultimately, it boileddown to thebe-
liefwithin, he says. “I feel confident. Earlier,
when I went to selection trials, I kept my
passport at home. This time, I was sure I
wouldget inso Icarried italong,”he laughs.
Soon, it’ll bear the stamps of Turkey,

SouthKorea, France andColombia, the four
countries that’ll host theWorldCupseries.
“It’sbeenfiveyearssinceIcompetedina

World Cup,” he says, the enthusiasm in his
voice apparent. “Very few people would
have expectedme tomake this comeback,
very few.”

TALUKDAR’S JOURNEY:

From long shot to on the mark

JayantaTalukdar losthis spot inthe Indianteamthreeyearsago. (Topright)
TalukdarwithKoreancoachLimChaeWoong. Express
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Indianevesthrash
Wales5-1inJr
HockeyWCopener
Potchefstroom: The Indianwomen's
hockeyteamstarteditscampaigninthe
FIHJuniorWorldCuponaresounding
note,thrashingalowlyWales5-1inits
openingpoolmatchhereonSaturday.
TheIndiansscoredthroughfieldefforts
from Lalremsiami (4th minute),
Lalrindiki (32nd) andMumtaz Khan
(41st) before Lalrindiki (57th) and
Deepika (58th) converted two late
penaltycornersforthewinners.Wales'
lone goalwas scoredbyMillieHolme
in the 26th minute from a field
strike.India will play formidable
Germany on Sunday in their second
PoolDmatch.TheIndianswillthentake
onMalaysiainthefinalpoolmatchbe-
forethequarterfinalroundwhichstarts
onApril8. AP

Kartik,Sanjivaniwin
goldinFedCup
Kozhikode: Long distance runners
KartikKumar andSanjivani Jadhav as
well as pole vaulter RosyMeenaPaul
producedpersonalbesteffortstoclaim
goldmedalsonanaction-packedopen-
ing day of the Federation Cup Senior
Athletics Championships here on
Saturday.Intheothereventsoftheday,
AishwaryaMishra ran an impressive
race to clock a personal best time of
52.41 seconds en route towomen's
400m final, while long jumper M
Sreeshankar crossed 8m mark yet
again. However,themuch-anticipated
100mclashbetweenDuteeChandand
HimaDaswillnothappenasthelatter
pulledoutoftheheatracesoverthedis-
tance to concentrate on World
Championshipsqualificationlaterthis
year. PTI

India beat England
3-2 in shoot-out
Bhubaneswar: The Indian men's
hockey teambeat England in a dra-
matic shoot-out after both the sides
werelocked3-3intheregulationtime
intheopeningmatchofthedouble-leg
FIH Pro League tie at the Kalinga
Stadium here on Saturday. In the
shoot-out,thehostswon3-2topocket
two points (including a bonus) as
againstEngland'sone.Abhishek(14th
minute), Shamsher Singh (27th) and
Harmanpreet Singh (52nd)were the
goalscorersfor India intheregulation
time, Both the teamswill face each
otheragainonSunday. PTI

BRIEFLY

Sunday April3
It'stimetoscotchallthosenastyrumours
thatyouarebeinglazy.Pluto's impacton
yoursignisurgingyoutorestoreyour
standingathome,butalsotofacethe
truthabouthopesandwishes.

Monday April4
If you'vebeenkeepingcertainsecrets
recently, thenget readyfor thebright
lightof publicity, for someof themare
about tocomeinto theopen.

Tuesday April5
Partnershavetohavetheir say,and
there'snowayyoucanstopthem. It
couldbepositively toyouradvantage if
partnersarepermittedtoexpress
themselvesasandwhentheywish.

Wednesday April6
Lookto the futurewithhope inyour
heart.Youareset forashareof
emotionalwarmthanddomestic
contentment.

Thursday April7
Youarereadyandwilling tomakethe
mostofnextyear'sopportunities.Be
prepared forsuddenchangesofplanand
possibleemotionalchallenges.

Friday April8
It's thedeepest questionswhich count at
themoment. Legalmatters are vital, and
it'syouwhomustbeawareof yourrights
aswellasyourresponsibilities.

Saturday April9
Take life one positive step at a time. You
canmake small decisions, but whether
youarereadytomakeasubstantial long-
termcommitment isamootpoint.

If it’s your
Birthday
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Humourisa______-itallowsyoutomakeapointwithoutdrawingblood-MarkTwain(6,5)

SOLUTION:RULER,GROSS,BUSTED,BLOWSY
Answer:Humourisarubbersword-itallowsyoutomakeapointwithoutdrawing
blood-MarkTwain

LUERR DEBUTS

GSORS LOSYBW

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
Muchhas been said
andwritten about
the recurring
professional

changeswhich are dominating
your existence at themoment.
Such trends are due to grow
more intense over thenext
threemonths; to say that your
life is undergoing a series of
major improvementsmaybe a
classic understatement.

TAURUS (Apr 21 -May21)
Conditions in your
solar chart are
special at the
moment. Looking

back over the recent past, you
canbeproudof thewayyou
havehandled associateswho
have tried to take you for a ride
or assumed they can jumpon
your bandwagon.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Very conveniently,
Jupiter is now
sending its
benevolent powers

in your direction. Thismeans
that youhave exactly seven
months to fulfil the promise
that this generous planet has
brought you. If you are a
typical Gemini, youmay still
be feelingunsettled, but that is
to be expected.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
The last thing you
must do is imagine
that the planets
have it in for you.

They are firmly on your side,
and every hazard youmeet,
every difficulty you encounter,
is amessage to you to alter
your approach or even to
changedirection. It's also vital
to realise that youhave the
final say.

LEO (July 24 -Aug23)
It seems as if you
can’t really put a
footwrong,what
withVenus and

Mars sohappily placed in your
solar chart. Let’s forget the
psychological ramifications
and emotional complexities
and stick to simple
predictions. This is an
excellentmonth for all
romantic associations.

VIRGO (Aug24 - Sep23)
The indications in
yoursolarchartare
ratherhardto
decodeat the

moment.Ontheonehand,you
areclearlydeterminedto
securerespect foryour
professionalandpublic
achievementsandmake
absolutelysureyouarenoticed.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct 23)
It seems that you
mayhave got
yourself in a
positionwhere your

aspirations to succeedon the
career front are conflicting
with your desire to have a
happy and secure home.Out of
such feelingsmay come
resentment at either
professional obligations or
home commitments for
holding youback.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 -Nov22)
Theremaybe ahint
of rough justice in
the fact that
someone else’s loss

is soon to be your gain.
However, thiswill offer you an
excellent opportunity to put
your own interests to one side
and come to the aid of those
less fortunate than you.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Most of youhave
now felt the
benefits of one
particular

relationship throughout
considerable areas of your life.
Yet nowyou aremoving
towards a periodwhenyou
must once again be standing
onyour own two feet, this
timedealingwith your affairs
with greatermaturity and
wisdom than in thepast.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan20)
The long-term
trends inyour life
thisyearandnext
areconsiderably

more important thanday-to-
dayupsanddowns.This isnot
tosaythatstrikingevents this
monthwillnothavemajor
consequences forbothpersonal
andprofessionalaffairs.

AQUARIUS (Jan21- Feb19)
MarsandVenus, the
pair responsible for
yourpassions, are
stirringupyour

deepest feelings.Andabout
time, too! If youforgetyour
prideand ignoreanyslightsor
insults, youstandthechanceof
havingawonderful time,
relishingemotional encounters
and indulgingyourself as
neverbefore.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar 20)
Youusuallyprefer to
dothingsdiscreetly
andworkbehindthe
scenes tomake

others fulfil theirpromisesand
obligations.However, theonly
wayyouwillproceedwith
personal schemes isbyteaming
upwithpeoplewhocanoffer
youpractical support
andguidance.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

Southopens1SandNorthmakesalimitraise. IstheSouthhandworthbid-
dinggame?Southdiddothatandwhendummycamedownhewasnotso
sureofhischoice.WestleadsthejackofheartstoEast'sking.Doyoulikeyour
chancesnow?

NORTH
♠ 108
❤A2
♦ QJ762
♣KQJ3
SOUTH
♠ KQ97
❤A10
♦ AQ10
♣A932

NORTH
♠ KQ72
❤83
♦ 93
♣KJ972

SOUTH
♠ A9843
❤Q94
♦ AQ6
♣Q10

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1S

Pass 2S Pass 4S
Pass Pass Pass

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2367
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
1.Of thestomach(7)
5.Attack(7)
8. Largesea (5)
9.Playwright (9)
11. Lateshehnaimaestro fromVaranasi
(9,4)
13.Agroupofnine-"EndEna"
anagram?(6)
16.Throws intodisorder (8)
18.Anabsoluteruler (8)
19.Apercussion instrument?(6)
24.Scheming,cunningandamoral (13)
26.Period followingnuptials (9)
27.BritishArmycanteen/shop(5)
28.Stepoutof line (7)
29.Livelyparty (7)

DOWN
1.Hello___ :TheBeatleshit (7)
2.Abroad-brimmedhat- "notests"
anagram(7)
3. India's cricket trophy(5)
4.Hugorembrace fondly (6)
5.Spiderorscorpion(8)
6.Alliance(5)
7.Tribal symbol (5)
10.Tidysmokersuse this? (3-4)
12.Groundwheatused formaking
chapatis (4)
14.Partof a finger (4)
15. Lawlessness (7)
17.Bitterness; ill feeling(8)
20.Abanditoranoutlaw(7)
21.Yearning(7)
22.Episodes; theyhappenor take
place?(6)
23.Hurt (5)
24.Fixesor repairs (5)
25.Hawaiianverandah(5)

CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
1.Understoodbyyouandmetobean
historian(7)
5.Garmentpaid foronreceipt in
Massachusetts (4,3)
8.Heprovides fifty inhardcash(5)
9.Bobbyto tout forcheese(9)
11.Thestorydoesn'sendwiththese
works (2,2,9)
13.Givesup interest inshares (6)
16.Madanddepressedabout (8)
18.Meetings towhatextent form
passiveTVprogramme?(4,4)
19.Onecanstripoff theoldcopper (6)
24. Jack toobtain, after resting,aneasy
victim(7,6)
26.Presumably for the futureone

followsthiscourse (9)
27.Tightsprint inoutskirtsofDunkirk
(5)
28.Principalpeg forabowler toaimat?
(7)
29.Nobodyaskedhimto interfere (7)

DOWN
1.Silently, cattily,oddly (7)
2. Liberal inchargeshowscharacter (7)
3.Unusualcut ingarment (5)
4. Farewell,speechgivenatsomelength
(2,4)
5. Joined in,withoutbeingsearched(8)
6.Timeamongdiplomats regardedas
being inconfinement (5)
7.Redupset railway inNorthern Ireland
(5)
10.Eek!Luluplayingguitar (7)
12.Wife temptedtoholdgardenparty
(4)
14.Saiddifferentlywhenbelongingto
thegirl ? (4)
15.DIYpublishing thatofferselbow
room(7)
17. Jackhasanameforquickness (8)
20.TeaseYanksupportingcricketside
(3-4)
21.Thephotographerwhomessedup
the firstexposure, forexample?(7)

22.Beingprejudicial toold folks,using
false images (6)
23.Dubiousdoctormakesduck-call!
(5)
24.Demonstrate itwheninerror (3-2)
25.Fish inapond,ultimatelygiven
assistance(5)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1Cede,3
Gooseberry,10Makeoff,11Alabama,12
Sceptic,13Debris,15Pekoe,16Atpresent,
18Raincheck,21Uncle,23Encash,25
Robotic,27Montage,28Anandji,29
Instigated,30Slag.Down:1Comesapart,
2DeKlerk,4Officiate,5Stand,6Bramble,
7Realise,8Yuan,9Loathe,14Stretching,
17Poker-face,19Innings,20Chapati,21
Upbeat,22Citadel,24Hyena,26Amoi.
CRYPTICCLUESAcross: 1Trig,3Small
hours,10Mudbath,11Shriven,12On
paper,13Retain,15Rehoe,16Suit-cases,
18Night-time,21Infra,23Jumper,25
Rip-cord,27Spinout,28Algeria,29Parcel
post,30Adze.Down:1Tambourine,2In-
depth,4Maharishi,5Loser,6Heretic,7
Unveils,8Sung,9Dapple,14Islandrace,17
Icecreams,19Gaudier,20Top-hole,21
Impugn,22Floored,24Retap,26RSVP.

Solutionsto2366

Southdeclares3NTwithaharmlessclublead. Thatlead,however,doesnot
give anything away. South startedwith seven sure tricks andhe still has
seven sure tricks. Spades, diamonds, andhearts offer hope.What are the
oddsonthesechances?

TheWestHand:S-A52 H-J5D-K104 C-98762
TheEastHand:S-J643H-Q1098D-A985 C-5

Heartswillgainyoutwotricksiftheyare3-3,a35%chance.Diamondswill
requireamiracleforyoutogetmorethanonetrickandgettingnoneispos-
sible.Spadeslookhopeful.Canyougetthreespadetricks,andwhatmusthap-
penforthattooccur?

Ifyoucangetthreespadetricksyouarehome,andfortunately, that is rela-
tivelyeasy. Leadthetenfromdummyandtakeafinesseagainstthejack. All
youneedisforEasttohavethejackofspades. Youwillbeabletofinesseagain
if necessary since youhave entries to dummy.The spade suit gives youa
50%chanceforaninthtrick,waybetterthangoingafterheartsordiamonds.
What isthe layout?

Easthasthejackofspadessoyousucceed.Didyounoticethatthenineand
eightofspadeswerebothnecessarytomakingthespadesuitworthgoing
after for three tricks? Imagine if youweremissingeitherone. Itwouldnot
besoeasy.
Dealer:South Vulnerable:East/West

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1H

Pass 2D Pass 2H
Pass 2D Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

Dealer:South Vulnerable:East/West
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Razzies for Pollard

InthisOscarweek,MI's
Kieron Pollard gave a
performance that
could have got him a
Razzie.Inhis4-0-46-0
forgettable act, what
clinchedtheawardfor
himwashislastovertoShimronHetmyer
whereheconceded26runs.Itwasn'tjust
about the runs thatMI's old hand con-
ceded-whodoesn'thave- itwas lackof
application thatwas puzzling. Pollard
seemedtohavehadabrain freeze.Bowl
to the field, theMI's stand-by captain
would have instructed amillion times
whenleadingtheteambuthedidn'tstick
tothatbasicrule.Withthefine-leginside
thecircle,Pollardkeptbowlinghisgentle
trundlerstoHetmyer'slegs.Makingiteas-
ierforHetmyerwasavirtuallonghopand
afull-tossthatPollardgift-wrappedforthe
fellowWestIndian.After6,6,4,4,1w,4lb
whereevery runwas scoredon the leg-
side,Hetmyer tooka single to retain the
strike.Hewouldhita6and4inthefirst3
ballsofthenextover.

Standing his ground

Lalit Yadav re-
fused to budge.
Apparently, his
interpretation of
the Lawwas dif-
ferenttotheMCC
manual. Itwas a
run-out at the
bowler’sendand
Yadavwas short
of his crease. But
VijayShankarhadsteppedonthestumps
anddislodgedoneof thebails. After col-
lectingthethrowfromAbhinavManohar,
the bowlerwhipped the other bail off,
withYadav still about a foot short. Third
umpireBruceOxenfordrightlyadjudged
thenon-strikerrun-out,butYadavstood
his ground.Without the stumps being
takenout,hewasn’tconvincedabouthis
dismissal.Thestumpshadtobedisman-
tledifboththebailsweredislodged.What
Shankardidwasperfectlylegal.However,
ittooksomeconvincingandawordfrom
hiscaptainRishabhPantbeforeYadavre-
luctantlytrudgedoff.

What is MathewWade's most famous
shot?Thehalf-squat,tumblingontheoff-
side, flip over the fine-leg to a left-arm
pacer. Shaheen Afridi - along with
Pakistan,andevenIndian,fans-willnever
forget this bit ofWade trivia. In
the World T20 semi-final,
Pakistan, after finally beating
IndiainanICCevent,seemedall
settoplaythefinal.Wadewould
spoilthedream,hehitAfridifor
three sixes in the final over to
take Australia to the final that
theywouldgoontowin.
TheAussiewicket-keeper, a villain in

Pakistan,would feature inmillionsof hi-
lariousmemesgettingbeepedon Indian
WhatsAppgroups.
Of those three sixes, twowent flying

over fine-leg, Wade's pre-meditating
gamble paying off both times. In cricket,
however, therearenoguarantees.
The plan thatworks on the final ball

of aWorldT20gamemight fall flat in IPL.
Wade, opening for Gujarat
Titans, faced Bangladesh left-
armpacerMustafizurRahman
first up. In T20 you don't wait
tobringoutyourbestweapon.
On the first ball of the innings,
Wade walked outside off,
waitedfortheball,almostwent

down on one knee and tried to help the
ball along toclear theboundary.
Not today,Mustafizurwas smart, his

deliverywas slower and shorter. It took
Wade's edge and reached Pant's hands.
Last actionheroout firstball.

Pandya bends his back

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER
Hot heads, calmminds and everything in between at the game

Buttler’s opening blitz
RR’soverseasstar smashes100off 68, first centuryof this IPLseason,before
bowlers ledbyRAshwinandChahalpulloff 23-runwinoverMumbai Indians

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MUMBAI, APRIL2

JOS BUTTLER’S century helped Rajasthan
Royalspost193,whichwas23runstoomany
for Mumbai Indians against the quality of
TrentBoult,RAshwinandYuzvendraChahal.

Buttler thumpsMumbai again
Jos Buttler now averages 70 in eight

games againstMumbai Indians at a strike-
rateof155.In24gamesforthefranchisehalf
a decade ago, he averaged 25 and struck at
146.OnSaturday afternoon, itwas a case of
Buttler being intent onmaking themost of
the shorter boundary, andMI trying for the
mostpart todenyhim,but succeedingonly
inpatches.
The left-arm seamers TymalMills and

DanielSamsbowledalltheireightoversfrom
thepavilionend,theirnaturalangleheading
awayfromtheright-hander,atleasttheoret-
ically forcing Buttler to play towards the
longer boundary. And Jasprit Bumrahwas
close tounhittable.
But Buttler at his best in this format is a

thinker and executioner combined atwarp
speed. Deep into his knock, a rare full toss
fromBumrahwould be placed for four be-
tween point and third man on the longer
boundarywithminimal use of power and
acute awarenessof the field settings.When
Samswent too far outside off trying to pre-
ventthehit tothecloserrope,Buttlerneatly
tapped him square for four to the distant
rope.
The brutal beauty of his hitting burst to

life against Basil Thampi in the fourth over.
A sequence of four, six, six, four, six later,
Thampi had been hit out of the gamewith
26 runs inwhatwould be his only over. All
theblowswere to theshorter side in thearc
betweencowcornerandthesightscreen.
Buttler stood on off stump with his

slightlyopenstance.His triggermovement,
insteadof any shufflingorback-and-across,
appeared to coil and ensconce him further
intothestablebaseofthecrease,fromwhere
heuncoiledhimselfmercilesslyon theball.
A late unwrapping of the forearms and

wrists sent Thampi’s slot offerings repeat-
edlyoutof sight.
Thampitriedtheyorker,butmissed,and

was launched for a dead-straight four. He
tried denying pace late in the over, but by
then Buttlerwas sending everything out of
the ground. There wasn’t any obvious at-
tempt to deny Buttler a go at the nearer
boundary,butthen, itwasharderforaright-
armer, and especially one whowas being
ruthlessly takenapart.

Three overs of mayhem
Apart fromThampi,MAshwin(21inthe

11th)andKieronPollard(26inthe17th)also
concededmore than 20 in an over. Buttler
andSanjuSamsonwentafterMAshwin,and
ShimronHetmyer(35off14)handedPollard
(1/46)hismostexpensiveanalysisintheIPL,
beatingthe1/45atthesamegroundagainst
ChennaiSuperKings in the2010 IPL final.
ButMI gave away only 120 in the other

17overs. Barring the Thampi over, RRman-
agedonly22intherestofthepowerplay.And
theyweredeniedastrongfinishbyBumrah
andMills,withjust11cominginthelasttwo

overs. Buttler slowed down too – probably
partly due to the heat and humidity and
partly as hewas off strike for awhile – and
scored just five off his last ten deliveries.
Buttler himself didn’t sound very pleased
during the inningsbreak.
“I'mabitnervousasit ishardtotell if it is

agoodscoreornotwiththeshortboundary
one side. I got frustrated towards theendas
I sloweddown,”Buttler said.
“I couldn't get the ball away as I would

havelikedandthat'swhyIfeelwecouldhave
gota fewmore.Butwewouldhave taken (a
targetof)194at thestart.”

Chase fails after Varma exit
Even in MI’s opener against Delhi

Capitals, young Tilak Varmahad impressed
withthecrispdecisivenessinhishitting.The

formerIndiaUnder-19left-handergavefur-
ther notice of his talent with 61 off 33.
Varma’s followthrough is high and firm, he
commits to his strokes fully and alsomain-
tainshishittingshapequitewell,particularly
for someone only 19. When he reverse-
sweptRAshwinforsix,MIneeded59off 35
withsevenwicketsremaining.ButRAshwin
tossed up the next one and spun it into off
stumppastVarma’sattemptedslog-sweep.
Yuzvendra Chahal then effectively shut

MI out with the wickets of Tim David and
Sams insuccessiveballs in the16thover.
Hewould havemade it a hat-trick had

substituteKarunNairnotdroppedMAshwin
at slip. Pollardwas leftwith toomuch todo
against a quality attackwith no support at
theother end, anda tame22off 24 showed
itwas justnothisevening.
After Trent Boult was done, Prasidh

Krishnadeliveredanexcellent19thovercon-
sidering hewas running in against Pollard
andhis fearsomereputation.

BRIEFSCORES:RajasthanRoyals:193for8
in 20 overs (Jos Buttler 100, Shimron
Hetmyer 35, Sanju Samson 30; Jasprit
Bumrah3/17)btMumbaiIndians:170for8
in20overs(TilakVerma61,IshanKishan54;
YuzvendraChahal2/26,NavdeepSaini2/36)

Buttlernowaverages70 in8gamesagainstMIatastrike-rateof155. sportzpics/IPL

SYNOPSIS: Buttler thumps Mumbai
again,RRcapitaliseonthreeovers.MI’s
chase fails after Varma exit

WITH THE T20World Cupmonths
away, every Hardik Pandya delivery
undergoesforensicexamination.The
earlytestresultsfromPuneareheart-
ening. For starters when Gujarat
Titan's skipper Pandya decided to
open the bowlingwithMohammad
Shami, the writing was on the wall
that India'spremierpaceall-rounder
wasnolongerareluctantbowler,atag
hehasdubiouslycarriedforawhile.A
wicket on his first ball would have
seen the bursting of firecrackers at
CricketCentreandNCA.
Finally, India'sT20playingXI'svi-

tal jigsaw piece had been sighted.
PandyadidgetridofTimSeifertbutit
wasn't quite a wicket-taking ball. It
wasactuallythethirdballof theover,
toMandeep Singh that would have
got a smile on India coach Rahul
Dravid's face.
In that over Pandyawas flying on

the turf, hitting the creasewith pur-
pose and, most importantly, hewas
evenbendinghisback.
The resultwas a short, but heavy,

ballthatclimbedonMandeep.Theat-

tempted pull was a disaster. Hitting
on the upper part of the bat, the ball
failed to clear the 30 yards circle.
Luckilyitfell inno-man'sland.Itisnot
always the wicket-taking balls that
define the formof aplayer.

Last action hero out first ball.

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,APRIL2

THE INTERNATIONAL Boxing Association
(IBA) announcednewweight categories for
the Paris 2024Olympics.Men's boxingwill
seeatotalof sevenweightcategories,down
fromeight.Women'sboxingwillhavesix,up
fromfive.FromanIndianperspective,Tokyo
Olympics' bronze medallist Lovlina
Borgohain's welter-weight 69 Kg category
hasbeenculled.

Whichare thenewweightcategories?
Men'seventswillbeconducted in51kg,

57kg,63.5kg,71kg,80kg,92kgand92+kg.
In Tokyo therewere eight categories —

fly-weight (52 kg), featherweight (56 kg),
lightweight (63 kg), welter-weight (69 kg),
middleweight(75kg), lightheavy-
weight (81 kg), heavy-weight (91
kg) and super heavy-weight (91+
kg). In the rejigging, IBA has re-
movedmiddleweight(75kg),acat-
egory inwhichVijenderSinghhad
won India's first-ever Olympics
medal inboxing in2008.
Similarly, inwomen'sevents, IBAhas in-

creasedtheweightcategories tosixwith54
Kgand66kgbeing thenewadditions.

Why newweightcategories?
The International Olympics Committee

wants parity inmen’s andwomen’s events.
At the LondonOlympics, whereMary Kom
won a historic bronze for India, therewere

10categories formenandthree forwomen.
Thecategories remainedunchangedfor the

RioOlympics. InTokyotherewere
eightformenandfiveforwomen.
In Paris 2024, a total of 252 quota
places will be on offer with 124
men boxers and 128women. “As
a pure boxing lover, I am disap-
pointed with the number of
weightcategoriesinmenbutthen

women's boxing has seen tremendous
growth in recent years and the IOCwants
gender parity in all the events,” Boxing
Federation of India’s high performance di-
rectorSantiagoNievasaid.

What is thequalificationscenario?
The new qualification systemwill see

quota places being awarded to the highest-

rankedeightboxersineachofthemen'sand
women'sOlympiccategoriesasofDecember
31, 2023. The host country will be given
seven quota places. The highest-ranked
boxer fromeachcontinentwill alsobe allo-
cated one quota place. Apart from this, two
quota placeswill be awarded to finalists of
World Qualification tournament set to be
heldbetweenApril andMay2024.
Withnocontinentalqualificationtourna-

ment,Nievaseesthisasatrickysituation.“The
newqualificationsystemwillbeatrickierone.
Withnocontinentalqualifiers,mostwill rely
onworldrankingsstarting thisyearandthat
meanswe have to send our best boxers for
most of the tournaments to gain asmany
pointsaswecan.Butadipinformandemer-
gence of a new boxer in that categorywill
meanlesschancesforthecountry,”Nievasaid.

WhathappenstoLovlina,other Indians?
WhileLovlinahas toeitherstepdownto

66kgorstepupto75kgtobeabletoqualify
forParis.ThreeestablishedIndianmalebox-
erswillhave tochange their category.Vikas
Krishan (69 kg), Akash Sangwan (69kg),
Sumit (75kg)will eitherhave to compete in
the71kgcategoryor80kg.
"I still have not discussedwith Lovlina

abouthernewweightcategorybutIguessit
willbeeasierforhertomoveupto75kg.She
willneedtogainmoremuscle.Herspeedin
69 kgwill help her in 75 kg.We have seen
thelikesofAmitPanghalmovingfrom49kg
to 52 kg and Shiva Thapa and Manish
Kaushikmoving from 60 kg to 63 kgwith
easeearlier.Nievasaid.

Why Lovlina has to change weight class

TokyoGamesbronzemedallistLovlina
willhavetomovefrom69kgtoeither
66kgor75kg.

ANDREWAMSAN
CALICUT,APRIL2

AFTER THE very first training sessionwith
long jumper Jeswin Aldrin, Cuban coach
Yoandri Betanzos realised that the Tamil
Naduyoungsterbelongedinthe8metreclub.
In just a fewmonths after his arrival at the
JSWfacilitiesinBellary, Jeswinbreachedthe
markwith an 8.20m leap lastmonth in the
IndianGrandPrix. “I told him I could easily
takehimbeyond the8mmarkand Iproved
it,”Betanzossaid.
“I corrected Jeswin’s arm position, the

strides,themomentumandthefall.Wehave
been improvinga lotbut there is still a lot to
improveon,”headds.
Betanzos, 40, a two time World

Championship silvermedalist, comes from
a family of sportspersons. His father is still
an active boxing coach, his mother was a
sprinter, andhisbrother isa former jumper.
In fact, his mother, a sprinter Amarailis
Francisalmostgavebirthtohimonthetrack.
“It’strue.Mymotherwasjumpingoverhur-
dlesduringatrainingsessionandfeltasharp
painandshewasrushedtothehospitaland
Iwas born,” he narrates the incidentwith a
bright smileonhis face.
Growing up, Betanzos always knew he

would become a sportsperson but hewas-
n’tsurewhichsporttopursueacareerin.He

triedtofollowinhisfatherAlvaro’sfootsteps
and took up the boxing gloves at eight but
soon switched to athletics. He startedoff as
a high jumper but his coach Rafael Alvarez
thoughtBetanzoswasn’t tallenoughforthe
event. A switch to triple jumpyielded good
results and hewas soon absorbed into the
juniornational set-up.
“Istartedveryearly.Fromeightuntil34I

was an athlete andnowat 40, I ama coach.
My lifewas and is only sports,” says the fa-
therof three.
Betanzosiscurrentlyguidingseveraltop

jumpers including Pravin Chitravel, the top
triple jumper lastyearwith16.88m,Sherin,
andAsianGameschampionArpinderSingh.

Chitravel, who had earlier trained with
French coach Antony Yaich, has spent two
monthsundertheCubancoachandfeelshe
has improved inall aspects.
“My training has improved immensely.

Hefocusesbothonpowerandtechnique.He
corrected theway Iwas liftingmy feet dur-
ingjumpsandthathashelpedmeaddmore
explosiveness tomyjumps,” saysChitravel.
Even before his arrival, coach Betanzos

wasprovidedwithalistofathletesandtheir
trainingandcompetitionvideosforanalysis.
“The first batch of corrections and sugges-
tionswere sent to theathletesevenbefore I
landed in the country. I studied all the ath-
letes and they have similar styles and tech-
niqueswhencomparedtoCubans,”hesays.
Althoughit’sstillearlydays,Betanzoshas

noqualms inadmitting thathe isdreaming
big. “I am here so that India has a world
medal in jumps,” he says with conviction.
Betanzos’s belief cannot be questioned.
Despite harbouring an injury he pushed
himself at the Athens Olympics andman-
agedafourth-place, justagonizingonecen-
timetrefromabronzemedalwitha17.47m.
In the qualifying stage, hehad leapt 17.54m
— one cm less thanwhat the silver medal
went for in the finals.
“Oh don’t ask. I still feel terrible about

missing themedal by just one centimetre. I
can’tdoanythingnow.Nowmyathleteswill
have to fulfilmydream,”hesays.

Two-time World C’ships medalist from
Cuba now grooming India’s NextGen

Playing Tonight
CSK vs PBKS, 7:30 pm;
Brabourne Stadium22
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CubancoachYoandriBetanzos

Thebrutalbeautyofhishitting
burst to lifeagainstBasilThampi
inthefourthover.Asequenceof
four, six, six, four, six later,
Thampihadbeenhitoutof the
gamewith26runs inwhat
wouldbehisonlyover.

Ferguson, Gill
star for Titans

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
APRIL2

AT142/7and30runsrequiredforvictoryoff
the last three overs, it became Rovman
Powell-or-bust for Delhi Capitals. The
Jamaicanwasbattingon20off 11deliveries
andMohammedShamihadtheball.Thefast
bowlerhadgivenaway27runs inhisprevi-
ous three overs. But cometh the hour, his
class shone through. An incoming delivery
that skidded off the surface trapped Powel
leg-before. Another angled-in delivery that
reared off a length accounted for Khaleel
Ahmed.Mustafizur Rahman saved thehat-
trickbutheshouldhavebeenoutinthefinal
ball of the over. Substitute Jayant Yadav
droppeda toughcatchat fine leg.
By then, though, Gujarat Titans were

breathing easy. Shami’s over had tilted the
balanceintheirfavour.Pant’s29-ball43and
Powell’spower-hittinghadkeptDelhiinthe
game. In the end, Gujarat’s 171/6 proved to
be enough. Theywonby14 runs. Shubman
Gill and Lockie Fergusonwere the chief ar-
chitectsof theirwin.

Ferguson cranks up speed
Fergusoncame into theattack in the fifth

over and immediately hit the deck hard.
Speed-gunshowed138kphbutPrithviShaw
waslateonthepull,top-edgingthedeliveryto
Shankar. Fergusonwould gradually increase
hispaceto147kph,makingMandeepSinghto
backawayandnickathunderbolttoMatthew
Wadebehindthestumps.Thefastbowlerset
thetonewithtwowicketsinhisfirstover.Pant
tried to counter-attack Fergusonbuthe, too,
wasn’t comfortable against suchwhirlwind
pace.Wadedroppedatoughchancewhenthe
Delhi captainwason seven. But the evening
belongedtotheKiwi.Hewouldcomebackto
havehisman,whenPantcouldhavetakenthe
gameawayfromtheopponents.Andaftersoft-
ening up Axar Patel with a 144kph yorker,
Fergusondismissedhimaswelltoreturnwith
4/28fromfourovers.

Pandya’s bowling effort
Before the IPL, Hardik Pandya got the

message loud and clear from chief selector
ChetanSharma–hewouldn’tbeconsidered
for Indiaselectionuntilhewasbowlingreg-
ularly. The Gujarat captain looks to be back
to full fitness. He bowled four overs in the
firstgameagainstLucknowSuperGiants.On
Saturday,againstDelhiinPune,Pandyatook
the new ball and dismissed Tim Seifert.
Figures of 1/22 from four overs had been a
verygoodeffort. It alsoallowedFergusonto
bowl with the semi-new ball, something
which theNewZealander likes.

Gill’s classy knock
Onhisway to an eye-catching 84off 46

balls, Gill hit glorious shots aplenty. His
straightsixagainsttheleft-armspinnerAxar
Patelwas gorgeous. In between,Gill’s back-
to-back fours against Ahmed, a brilliant six
againstKuldeepandanexquisitecoverdrive
off ShardulThakurwere theshots to fall for.
Fiftycameoff32ballsandGill lookedset

to reach three-figures. He anchored the in-
ningswitha65-runthirdwicketpartnership
withPandya.

BRIEF SCORES: Gujarat Titans: 171 for 6 in
20 overs (Shubman Gill 84; Mustafizur
Rahman3/23)beatDelhiCapitals:157for9
in20overs (RishabhPant43,LalitYadav25;
LockieFerguson4/28,MdShami2/30).

SYNOPSIS: Ferguson cranks up speed
afterPandya’sbowlingeffort andGill’s
classy knock.
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