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CJI says need
independent
umbrella body
for central
probe agencies

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

STATINGTHAT“actionsandinac-
tionsof theCBIhaveraisedques-
tions regarding its credibility in
somecases”,ChiefJusticeofIndia
NVRamana underlined Friday
theneedtosetupastatutory, in-
dependent institution which
couldbringunderonerooftheCBI
and other agencies like
EnforcementDirectorate(ED)and
SeriousFraudInvestigationOffice
(SFIO). This, he said,would end
multiplicity of proceedings and
save themfrombeingblamedas
toolsofpoliticalharassment.
Delivering the19thDPKohli

MemorialLectureon‘Democracy:
Role and Responsibilities of
Investigative Agencies’ — it is
namedafterthefoundingDirector
of theCBI—atVigyanBhawanin
NewDelhi, CJI Ramana said the
“needofthehouristoreclaimso-
cial legitimacy andpublic trust”
and“thefirststeptogainthesame
istobreakthenexuswiththepo-
liticalexecutive”.
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Reclaim
social
legitimacy,
public trust:
CJI Ramana
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BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

MARKING A new high since its
rollout in July2017,grosscollec-
tions of Goods and Services Tax
(GST) rose to Rs 1.42 lakh crore
inMarch, for sales in February,
accordingtodatareleasedbythe
Union Finance Ministry on
Friday—a14.7percentrisefrom
March2021 and a45.6 per cent
spike fromMarch2020.
Thesharpsurgehascomeon

the back of anti-evasionmeas-
ures, “especially action against
fake billers”, and a pick-up in
economic activity. The average
monthly gross GST collections
for FY22 now stands at Rs 1.23
lakhcrore,whichis30.5percent
higherthanthemonthlyaverage
seen in theprevious fiscal.
The impactof Covidwasvis-

iblefromthedropinGSTrevenue
atamonthlyaverageofRs94,733

crore in 2020-21,whichwas 9.5
percentlowerthanthemonthly
average of Rs 1.04 lakh crore in
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MODICONVEYED INDIAREADINESSTOCONTRIBUTETOPEACEPROCESS:PMO

Meets Jaishankar, sayswill intensify
efforts tobypassdollar-basedsystem

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

UNDERLININGTHATIndiahasan
“independentforeignpolicy”and
is“notundertheinfluenceofUS”,
visitingRussianForeignMinister
Sergey Lavrov indicated that if
Indiawastoplaytheroleofame-
diator on the issue of Ukraine,
thenitcansupportsuchaprocess
andnoonewillbeagainst it.
Lavrov, who began his two-

hour meeting with External
AffairsMinister S Jaishankar by
declaring “friendship is the key
word" in India-Russia bilateral

relations, later met Prime
MinisterNarendraModi.
Praising India’s position on

the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
Lavrovsaid:“Westerncolleagues
justmade their real faceknown
these days and I have not the
slightest doubt that most

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

GSTREVENUESareex-
pectedtorisefurtherin
thecomingmonthdueto
financialyear-endactivity.
Whileimprovingcollec-
tionsmayhelpsetthe
stageforraterationalisa-
tionandaGSTratestruc-
turechange, including
hikes, inter-statevaria-
tionsmaypresentacase
forextensionofcompen-
sationbysomestatesbe-
yondthemandatedperiod
endinginJunethisyear.
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Noonewilloppose if Indiabackssuch
aprocess:LavrovonUkrainemediation

PMNarendraModiwithRussianForeignMinisterSergeyLavrovinNewDelhi,Friday.ANI

GST collections
hit all-time high of
Rs 1.42 lakh crore

Pandemic eases but
NREGS demand still
higher than pre-Covid
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

EVENAS the Centre and states
easedCovid restrictions, thede-
mand for unskilledwork under
theMahatmaGandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) remained
highin2021-22.Accordingtodata
availableasonMarch31,over7.2
crore households—10.55 crore
people—fromacrossthecountry
availedtheschemein2021-22.
This is the second highest

since the inception of the
schemein2006.Thehighestwas
over 7.55 crore households —
11.19crorepeople—in2020-21,
the first Covid yearwhen strict
restrictionswere inplace.
It is a huge jump from the

pre-Covid years,when the total
number of households touched
5.48crorein2019-20;5.27crore
in2018-19;5.12crorein2017-18.
Under theMGNREGS, every

rural household is entitled to at
least 100 days of wage employ-
ment in a financial year. The
schemeemergedasa safetynet
for migrants who returned to
their villages in thewake of the
pandemic.
According to thedata, a total

of358.67crorepersondayswere
generated across the country
during2021-22,whichisslightly
lowerthanthe389.09croreper-
sondays in 2020-21, but much

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

OPPOSINGApartyMP’s private
member’s Bill which sought to
enforceatwo-childrulewithpe-
nal provisions for violations,
UnionHealthMinisterMansukh
Mandaviya told Rajya Sabha on
Friday that instead of using
“force(jabran)”,thegovernment
hadsuccessfullyusedawareness
andhealthcampaignstoachieve
populationcontrol.
BJPMPRakeshSinhahadin-

troduced his Population
RegulationBill inRajyaSabha in
July 2019. Hewithdrew the Bill
onFriday,followingMandaviya’s
intervention.
Mandaviya listed the impact

of family planningprogrammes
acrossvariousindicators,includ-
ing a reduction in Total Fertility

Rate(TFR)—theaveragenumber
of children perwoman— to 2.0
at the national level. He quoted
statistics from the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS)-V
andCensusdataamongothersto
establishthattherateofpopula-
tion growth has been consis-
tentlydecreasing.
“Whenwe talk about NFHS

and look at the Census, we can
see the success we have

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,APRIL 1

ONFEBRUARY18,inthemiddleof
the seven-phase elections inUP,
ChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathde-
claredduringacampaignspeech
inMainpuri:“Ihavesentthebull-
dozers for repair.Once they start
workingagainafterMarch10,all
thosewhoaregettingaggressive
nowwillbesilenced.”
The elections won and BJP

backinpowerunderAdityanath,
thebulldozersareback, too.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2 Atthehomeof rapeaccused inSaharanpurdistrict. Express

In UP, bulldozers arrive at doorstep
to force crime accused to surrender
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Health Minister says
no to BJP MP’s Bill on
population control:
Awareness, not force
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HowPakistanPM
ImranKhancould
soonlosepower
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

IndianExpress’NirupamaSubramaniun
explainswhyImranKhanfindshimself in
thisposition,andwhathe isdoingto fight
back

GST collections
the pre-Covid period of 2019-
20.
“Coupledwitheconomicre-

covery, anti-evasion activities,
especially action against fake
billers, have been contributing
to the enhanced GST. The im-
provement in revenue has also
been due to various rate ratio-
nalisation measures under-
taken by the (GST) Council to
correct inverted duty struc-
ture,” theFinanceMinistrysaid
in a statement.
It saidthetotalnumberof e-

waybillsgenerated inFebruary
was6.91crore,higherthan6.88
croreseenamonthago,despite
itbeingashortermonth,which
indicates the “recoveryof busi-
ness activity at faster pace”.
Theprevioushighestcollec-

tion of GST revenues was in
January 2022 of Rs 1.40 lakh
crore. The average monthly
grossGSTcollection for the last
quarterofFY22hasbeenRs1.38
lakh crore against the average
monthly collection of Rs 1.10
lakhcrore,Rs1.15lakhcroreand
Rs 1.30 lakh crore in the first,
second and third quarters, re-
spectively.TheCentre'sGSTcol-
lection now has exceeded the
revisedbudget targetofRs5.70
lakh crore set for the previous
fiscal endedMarch31.
“Higher GST collections, in

addition to customs duty (re-
bound in gold imports in Feb
2022postthirdwave)aswellas
direct taxes are likely to have
pushed up the gross tax rev-
enuesof theGoIwell above the
FY2022 RE. Based on the addi-
tional taxdevolvedtothestates
in Feb-March 2022 (excluding
arrears pertaining to earlier
years), we have assessed that
the gross tax revenues of the
GoI likely overshot the RE of Rs
27.6trillionbyaconsiderableRs
2.25 trillion,” Aditi Nayar, Chief
Economist, ICRA said.
“Moreover,weestimate the

nettaxrevenues(netofdevolu-
tion to States) in FY2022 at Rs
18.6trillion,arobustaroundRs.
0.9 trillion higher than the RE
(Rs 17.7 trillion),” she said.
Withdisinvestmentreceipts

fallingshortof target, thehigher
tax revenues provide the
Government with a cushion of
Rs 500billion,Nayar said.
“Additionally, we expect

capex may undershoot the
FY22 RE by around Rs 600 bil-
lion. This suggests a total cush-
ion of Rs 1.1 trillion for higher
revex,whichisequivalenttothe
sizeof thethirdsupplementary
demand for grants. Overall, we
expect the fiscal deficit of the
GoI for FY2022 to be broadly
similar to the revised target of
Rs 15.9 trillion,” she said.
Experts,however,pointedto

inter-statevariationsinGSTcol-
lections as an area of concern.
“GST collections grewmore

than 15 per cent for Punjab,
Haryana, Odisha, Maharashtra
and Andhra Pradesh in March
2022. For states such as West
Bengal, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh,MadhyaPradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh,
growth was less than 10 per
cent. This suggests the last in-
ter-statevariation inconsump-
tion and investment growth
and provides more support to
states'demandforcontinuation
of GST compensation beyond
five years,” Devendra Kumar
Pant, Chief Economist, India
Ratings&Research, said.
“Whilestate-wisevariations

exist in terms of the growth in
GST collections, itwould be in-
terestingtoseeananalysis link-
ing the state-wise GDP growth
withtheGSTcollectionsduring
the same period,” M S Mani,
Partner, Deloitte India, said.
Of the overall Rs 1.42 lakh

crore in revenue, CGST is Rs
25,830 crore, SGST is Rs 32,378
crore, IGSTisRs74,470crore(in-
cluding Rs 39,131 crore col-
lected on import of goods) and
cess isRs9,417crore (including
Rs 981 crore collected on im-
port of goods).
TheGovernmenthassettled

Rs 29,816 crore to CGST and Rs
25,032croretoSGSTfromIGST.
Thetotal revenueofCentreand
thestates inFebruaryafter reg-
ular settlement is Rs 65,646
crore for CGST and Rs 67,410
crore for SGST.

UP bulldozers
After his first term was

marked by a largescale police
crackdown, includingtheuseof
bulldozers to allegedly target
the houses of those named in
records as gangsters,
Adityanath was labelled “bull-

dozerbaba”byOppositionpar-
ties in the run-up to voting this
time.
It's barely been over aweek

since he took oath of office
again, and already two in-
stances have emerged of bull-
dozers reaching the houses of
accused --both in casesof rape
--but this time, toallegedlyput
pressure on themto surrender.
On Thursday afternoon, the

police in Saharanpur district
tookabulldozer to thehouseof
two brothers -- Amir (19) and
Asif (22) -- who have been ac-
cusedofgangrapingaminorgirl
on the pretext of marriage in a
case lodged by the alleged vic-
tim'smother onMarch25.
The brothers' father,

Sharafat (56), has been booked
for allegedly threatening and
assaulting the complainant.
At thehouseof theaccused,

whoarepartof thevillageprad-
han's family, the police al-
legedlythreatenedtodemolish
thebuilding if theydidnot sur-
render within 48 hours. Video
footage shows a bulldozer de-
molishingthreestepsof astair-
case outside the house that
leads to the first floor,with po-
licemen looking on. The police
also warned the neighbours
against helping the accused.
“We want to convey to the

accused,whocomefromanin-
fluential family, thatactionwill
be taken if they remain ab-
sconding. The staircase of the
house was broken. There is a
huge impact of our action on
the ground. Before leaving the
spot, we announced in public
that if anyone was found pro-
vidinganykindof assistance to
the accused, action would also
betakenagainst themtoo,”said
theStationHouseOfficer (SHO)
of the local station.
“We also announced that if

theaccuseddonotsurrender in
48 hours, further legal action
will be taken,” the SHOsaid.
The brothers' father, how-

ever, described the charge as
“false”. “We are under tremen-
dous pressure. The case has
been lodged on a false charge,
and no one is ready to help us.
Thepolice areputtingpressure
and threatening to raze our
house if we don’t surrender,”
said the father.
Referringtothepolicemove

on Thursday, he said: “They

made an announcement in the
village and later broke three
steps of the staircase, which
leads to our drawing room.My
family and neighbours are ter-
rorisedbythepoliceaction.We
are trying to take thehelpof le-
gal experts in the rape case.”
Late on Friday, the two

brotherswere arrested.
Whencontacted,Additional

Superintendent of Police
(Saharanpur), Rajesh Kumar
said: “The police are taking ac-
tion against the accused who
brutally assaulted the victim.
Wearemaking all efforts to ar-
rest them, and raids are being
conducted. The victim comes
from a poor family and is ami-
nor. The accused are trying to
influence the victim and her
family.”
Asked about the use of a

bulldozer, seniorpoliceofficers
denied that therewas any spe-
cific instructiontouse it insuch
cases.
Whencontacted,Additional

Director General (Law and
Order), Prashant Kumar, said:
“Any misuse of such a thing
(bulldozer) will be dealt with
seriously and action will be
taken.”
Last week, the police in

Pratapgarhdistrictallegedlyde-
ployedabulldozertoensurethe
arrest of a 24-year-old man,
who was booked for allegedly
raping awoman inside the toi-
let of a railway station, follow-
ing a case registered onMarch
19.
Unable to trace theaccused,

identified as Shubham
Modanwal, the police reached
his house near the railway sta-
tionandallegedlyparkedabull-
dozernearby. Sources said that
“withinnotime”, thepolicegot
information about the accused
andarrestedhim.
“Wearrestedtheaccusedon

March 22,” said the SHO of the
local station but denied that a
bulldozerwasused to threaten
the accused's family.
The latest instances of bull-

dozers being deployed by the
policecontinuesthepracticees-
tablished by the state police af-
ter the BJP came to power in
2017. The police had subse-
quentlyregisteredcasesagainst
around1,5000peopleunderthe
Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities
(Prevention)Act --andclaimed
tohaveseizedseveralproperties
and demolished houses that
were “constructed illegally”.
According topolicesources,

buildings are usually demol-
ishedinthismannerafteranin-
quiry is conducted by the dis-
trict administration, and it is
foundthatnecessaryclearances
werenotobtainedforconstruc-
tion.
Thosewhosebuildingswere

targeted include gangsters
turned politicians, Mukhtar
AnsariandAtiqAhmed, former
BSP MP Dawood Ahmed, ab-
scondingcriminalBadanSingh
Badoo, and Vikas Dubey who
was killed in an encounter two
years ago.

NREGS demand
higher than 265.35 crore per-
sondays in 2019-20.
Womenaccountedfor54.69

per cent of the total 358.67
crore persondays generated
during 2021-22. The average
days of employment provided
per household in 2021-22 was
49.7days -- itwas51.52days in
2020-21; 48.4days in2019-20.
Among the 34 states and

UnionTerritories forwhichdata
is available, Uttar Pradesh ac-
countedforthehighestnumber
of households at 77.5 lakh — it
was 94.34 lakh in 2020-21.
Whilesomestates likeBihar,

West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Telangana,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Punjab
andHaryana also sawadrop in
thenumberof familiesavailing
therural jobguaranteescheme,
others like Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala recorded an increase in

thenumber of households.
InMaharashtra, thenumber

of such households increased
from 16.84 lakh in 2020-21 to
20 lakh in 2021-22. In
Karnataka, it increased from
30.15 lakh in 2020-21 to 33.91
lakh in2021-22.
The 2021-22 data is provi-

sionalandis likely toberevised
upwardasmuster rollsdata for
the lastweekofMarchgetsup-
dated.

Health Minister
achieved. In 1971, the average
annualexponentialgrowthwas
2.20;2.14 in1991;1.97 in2001;
and 1.64 in 2011. It shows pop-
ulation growth has declined,
andhasbeendeclining.Therate
of growth seen between the
’60s and '80s has come down
significantly. It is a good sign.
The total fertility rate has
dropped to 2.0 in NFHS-V," he
said.
Mandaviyaalsohighlighted

the drop in teenage birth rate
andteenagemarriageto6.8per
cent and 23.3 per cent respec-
tively. "This indicates that gov-
ernmentpoliciesonpopulation
control without using force, or
making it compulsory, and
through awareness are work-
ing... I request him (Sinha), we
are trying to work towards
meetingyourobjectivessothat
all classes, communitiesget the
bestopportunities todevelop. I
request you to withdraw the
Bill," he said.
Withdrawing his Bill, Sinha

expressed confidence that "we
will be able to control our pop-
ulation, rising above caste, reli-
gion, language anddistrict", on
accountof seriouseffortsbeing
undertakenbythegovernment
in this regard. "Our (govern-
ment's)effortsarebeingunder-
taken in a constitutional man-
ner. We do not want to repeat
the Emergency," he said.
Sinha said while he didn't

usethewordsHinduorMuslim
in his Bill, one should not hesi-

tate to use "facts" while dis-
cussing an issue. "Using the
words Hindu, Muslim,
Christian, Parsi don't make it
unconstitutional," he said.
"Between1901and2011,Hindu
populationhasreducedby13.8
percent,whileMuslimpopula-
tion has increased by 9.8 per
cent. This is a fact. I don't want
tocommentonwhetherthis in-
crease is good or bad, but you
can't turn away from facts," he
said.
BJP members K J Alphons,

Vijay Pal Singh Tomar and
Harshvardhan Singh
Dungarpur, who spoke before
Mandaviya, supported the Bill
as they questioned the pur-
ported population growth rate
of a particular community.
Opposing the Bill, Congress

MP Jairam Ramesh said the
country has reached replace-
ment level fertility. "After two
generations,populationwill re-
mainstableorbegin todecline.
RakeshSinha'sBill isbasedona
completely flawedassumption.
Barring the most unfortunate
period of Emergency, India's
familyplanninghasbeenbased
ondemocraticmeans,"he said.
RameshsaidtheParliament

alsoneedstodebatehownotto
penalisethesouthernandwest-
ern states that are success sto-
ries in family planning. The is-
suehaspolitical implications in
the light of another possible
roundof delimitation, he said.
TMCMP Jawhar Sircar,who

also opposed theBill, said edu-
cation of girls andwomenwas
thetime-tested"magicpill" that
could help in population con-
trol.Healsoadvisedagainstde-
ploying state force. "Never em-
power a bureaucracy with
vaguepowers, theyare likely to
be misused much more than
you think," saidSircar, a retired
IASofficer.

CJI
India’sexperiencesofar,hesaid,
has proven that democracy is

best suited "for a pluralistic so-
ciety likeours"and"ourrichdi-
versity cannot be sustained
through dictatorial gover-
nance”.
“WhenitcomestotheCBI, it

possessedimmensetrustof the
public in its initialphase. In fact,
the judiciaryusedtobeflooded
withrequests for transferof in-
vestigations to CBI as it was a
symbol of impartiality and in-
dependence.Wheneverthecit-
izenrydoubtedtheskillandim-
partialityof itsownstatepolice,
theysought investigationbyCBI
as they wanted justice to be
done,” he said.
"But with the passage of

time, likeeveryotherinstitution
of repute, theCBIhasalsocome
under deep public scrutiny. Its
actions and inactions have
raised questions regarding its
credibility insomecases...There
is an immediate requirement
forthecreationofanindepend-
ent umbrella institution, so as
to bring various agencies like
theCBI,SFIO,ED,etc.underone
roof.Thisbody is requiredtobe
created under a statute, clearly
defining its powers, functions
and jurisdictions,” he said,
addingthat“suchalawwillalso
leadtomuchneededlegislative
oversight”.
Stating that the umbrella

body should be headed by an
“independentandimpartialau-
thority”, the CJI said the ap-
pointmentmustbemade “bya
committee akin to the one
which appoints the Director of
the CBI. The head of the organ-
isation can be assisted by
deputieswho are specialists in
different domains”.
“Thisumbrellaorganisation

will end multiplicity of pro-
ceedings. A single incident
these days gets investigated by
multipleagencies,oftenleading
to dilution of evidence, contra-
diction in depositions, pro-
longed incarceration of inno-
cents. It will also save the
institution from being blamed
asatoolofharassment.Oncean
incident is reported, theorgan-
isation should decide as to
which specialisedwing should
takeup investigation,” he said.
"Police andpublic orderbe-

ing in the State list, the burden
of investigation is primarily on
the state police and there is no
reason why state investigative
agenciescannotenjoythesame
levelof credibilityas thatof the
national agency," he said,
addingthat“theCentral lawfor
the umbrella investigative
body... can be suitably repli-
catedby the states”.
Tracing the evolution of the

Indian police system, he said
“there is no doubt that the
Imperial Police, created by the
colonialmasters,wasmodelled
to subdue and control the
Indian citizenry” and that “the
misuse of police by political
masters is not a new feature”.
Post-independence reforms
withinthepoliceforces,hesaid,
havenotbeenuptopopularex-
pectationsand“peoplehesitate
to approach the police in times
of despair”.
“Theimageof theinstitution

ofpoliceisregrettablytarnished
byallegationsof corruption,po-
lice excesses, lack of impartial-
ityandclosenexuswiththepo-
liticalclass,”hesaid,addingthat
police officers often approach
courtswith the complaint that
they are being harassed after a
regime change. “When you try
to endear yourselves to the
powers, you will have to face
the consequences.”
Hesaid“it isessential thatall

institutions, including the po-
lice and the investigative bod-
ies, uphold and strengthen
democraticvalues”and“notal-
low any authoritarian tenden-
ciestocreepin”.Healsopointed
to the need for more women
representation in policing so
thatwomen victims feel confi-
dent to approach and report
crimes.

countries... understandwhat
is goingon."
In his public remarks, he

repeatedly referred to
Western countries as "unreli-
able",pushedfordealingwith
India through their national
payments systems -- he even
mentioned the RuPay plat-
form--andadvocated the ru-
pee-rouble paymentmecha-
nism.
Toaquestiononwhethera

rouble-rupeepaymentsystem
wasdiscussedinhistalkswith
Jaishankar,Lavrovsaidsuchan
arrangement was started for
tradewithcountries likeIndia
andChinamanyyearsagoand
efforts to bypass theWestern
paymentsystemswillnowbe
intensified.
"I would recall that many

years ago, we startedmoving
in our relations with India,
China(and)manyothercoun-
tries from using dollars and
eurostomoreandmoreuseof
nationalcurrencies.Underthe
current circumstances, this
trend, Ibelieve,willbeintensi-
fied,whichisnaturalandobvi-
ous," he said.
"Wedon'twant todepend

on a systemwhich would be
closed anytime andwe don't
want to depend on a system
whosemasters can steal your
moneyovernight," he said.
Jaishankar, on his part,

mentionedthe"difficult inter-
national environment" and
made it clear that Delhi has
"always been in favour of re-
solving differences and dis-

putes through dialogue and
diplomacy".
Lavrov is the only visiting

ForeignMinistertomeetModi
in recent days -- Chinese
ForeignMinisterWangYiwas
deniedameetingwhileBritish
ForeignSecretaryLizTrussdid
notmeet.
The Prime Minister's

Office, in a statement, said:
"Foreign Minister Lavrov
briefed thePrimeMinister on
the situation in Ukraine, in-
cludingtheongoingpeacene-
gotiations. PrimeMinister re-
iterated his call for an early
cessationofviolence,andcon-
veyedIndia'sreadinesstocon-
tributeinanywaytothepeace
efforts."
This was similar to what

Jaishankar told Lavrov, but he
hadaddedtheredlinesof "re-
spectforinternational law,UN
Charter,sovereigntyandterri-
torial integrity of states" --
Delhi's position on Kremlin's
actions, articulated several
times at the UN as well as in
phone calls with Russian
PresidentVladimirPutin.
The Ministry of External

Affairs said: "The two
Ministers discusseddevelop-
ments pertaining to Ukraine.
Minister Lavrov briefed the
Indianside fromRussia'sper-
spective, including the ongo-
ing talks. EAM emphasised
theimportanceof cessationof
violence and ending hostili-
ties.Differences anddisputes
should be resolved through
dialogue and diplomacy and

by respect for international
law, UN Charter, sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
states."
Askedabout India's roleas

a mediator between Russia
and Ukraine, Lavrov said: "I
have not heard about such
talks, frankly speaking. And
the position of India which is
notunderanyinfluenceof the
USdictates... Indiaisanimpor-
tant and serious country. If it
sees that to play that role,
which provides a solution to
the problem... The present
condition is to provide equal-
ityandsecurityandfollowthe
principle of justice and India
asour commonpartner."
He spoke of the security

guarantee being offered by
Ukraine, and how the West
has ignored responsibilities
and forced Russia into this
straight threat -- ideological
andmilitary.
"And if India takes the po-

sition of a just and a rational
approach towards interna-
tional problems, then it can
support such a process and
then no one is against it,"
Lavrovtoldreportersafter the
meetingwith Jaishankar.
The only time India has

talked about a possible role
betweenRussiaandUkraineis
duringtheFebruary26phone
call that Modi had with
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy -- two
days after Russia invaded
Ukraine.Modihad"expressed
India's willingness to con-

tribute in any way towards
peace efforts," a PMO state-
menthadsaid then.
At their meeting, Lavrov

and Jaishankar assessed the
overall state of cooperation
and "considered the implica-
tions of recent developments
on trade and economic rela-
tions," theMEAsaid.
Jaishankar, the Ministry

said, "underlined thatasade-
veloping economy, global
volatility indifferentdomains
is of particular concern to
India. It is important for both
countriesthattheireconomic,
technological and people-to-
peoplecontactsremainstable
andpredictable".
Theyalsodiscussedthesit-

uation in Afghanistan.
"MinisterLavrovconveyedhis
assessmentof therecentcon-
ference on Afghanistan in
China.EAMnotedthatUNSCR
2593 expressed the concerns
of the international commu-
nity and spoke of humanitar-
ian support for the Afghan
people. Iran and the JCPoA is-
suewere also featured in the
talks. EAM welcomed the
Russian briefing on themat-
ter," theMEAsaid.
Lavrov said Russia is look-

ing at a "multipolar world"
andreferredtoJaishankar'sre-
marks Thursday along with
Truss.
"I believe that India's for-

eignpolicyischaracterisedby
independenceandconcentra-
tiononrealnationallegitimate
interests," he said.

No one will oppose India if it supports
process: Lavrov on Ukraine mediation

Government of Uttar Pradesh
Directorate of Animal Husbandry, Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow.
email-dirdcf.ah-up@gov.in, dir.ah.up@nic.in, Ph. No. 0522-2742880 Fax : (0522) 2740202

No.453/Pur.Cell/E-Tender/Vac/2022-23, Dated: 28.03.2022
NOTICE FOR INVIATION OF E-TENDER

Online tenders through e-procurement system are invited for rate contract of various vaccines for the
financial years 2022-23 under the Department of Animal Husbandry, U.P., from sole manufacturing
license holders firms who have minimum 03 years manufacturing experience for the quoted vaccines.
Tenderer firm should not be blacklisted or debarred in any department/government institution in the
country for last 02 years and quoted products are not found Not of Standard Quality by competent
authority for last 3 years. If Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) or by any other competent investigating
agency recommends for stay or cancellation of existing rate contract, action shall be taken accordingly as
per provision of U.P. Procurement Manual 2016. Tenderers should have valid manufacturing license, non-
conviction certificate, performance Certificate, market standing certificate, Good Laboratory Practices
(GLP) certificate, Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) certificate and ISO certificate. Only those
tenderer will be eligible to participate in tender whose turnover for last 03 years is not less than Rs. 5.00
crore each year. MSME/SSI units of U.P. are exempted from Turnover condition & MSME/SSI units of U.P.
will be given purchase preference as per government policy. It is also to inform that only those tenderers
who are registered for e-tendering (documentary proof for registration in U.P. Electronics Corporation
Ltd.,(UPLC), Lucknow is necessary to enclose)and having digital signatures in reference to this office
memorandum No. 3157/Pur.Cell/Kra,Ni./E-pro/2016-17 dated 15-03-2017, shall be eligible to participate
in e-tendering in Department of Animal Husbandry, U.P. Details regarding e-tender, tender Terms &
Conditions and tender form would be available on the departmental website
http://animalhusb.upsdc.gov.in and U.P. Govt. eTender portal http://etender.up.nic.in within the stipulated
period.

Cost of Tender Form (Non-refundable) in shape of Demand Draft of any nationalized/scheduled bank in
the name of Director, Administration & Development, Animal Husbandry, U.P., Lucknow and amount of
Earnest Money in shape of Fixed Deposit Receipt (FDR) of any nationalized/scheduled bank pledged in
favour of Director, Disease Control & Farms, Animal Husbandry, U.P., Lucknow should compulsorily be
deposited in the Directorate of Animal Husbandry, U.P., Badshahbag, Lucknow. The scanned copy of the
Cost of Tender Form and e-Bid Security/EMD must be submitted along with the e-Bid and the original
should reach to Director, Disease Control & Farms, Department of Animal Husbandry, U.P., Lucknow
preferably on or before end date of submission of e-Bid but in any case, not later than 5 days after end
date of submission of e-bid. Online e-bid should be submitted through U.P. Govt. e-Tender website
http://etender.up.nic.in.
The Scheduled dates and time for the Tender are:-
1- Availability of Online Tender Forms: Date 06.04.2022 from 05:00 PM
2- Submission of Online Tender Forms start date: Date 06.04.2022 from 06:00 PM
3- Pre Bid Meeting: Date 12.04.2022 at 03:00 PM
4- Last Date for online submission of tender form: Date 09.05.2022 upto12:00 PM
5- Opening of Online Tender Forms (Technical bids): Date 09.05.2022 at 03:30 PM

Director
Disease Control & Farms,

Animal Husbandry, U.P., Lucknow.

i l 15hRLY(16)

Particulars Earnest Money (EMD) Rs. Tender Documents Rs.

e-Tender for approval of rate of
vaccines for the financial year
2022-23
Schedule(A) H.S. Vaccine
Schedule(B) Anti-rabies Vaccine
Schedule(C) For remaining other
vaccines (B.Q., Theileriosis vaccine
Swine Fever, Sheep Pox,
Enterotoxaemia & Poultry Vaccines)

As per schedule of requirement
Section III(B) of tender
documents, for estimated value of
the goods uptoRs. 1.00 lakh (one
lakh) Rs. 1500.00 and for each
additional Rs. 1.00 lakh and part
there of Rs. 1000.00 as bid
security.

Rs.25000.00 + GST

UPID No. 174386 Dt. 30.03.2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

New Delhi
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HARYANA CHIEF Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said the
governmentwillplantodevelop
aGlobal City project on around
1,000acresof landatSectors36
and37.Anadvisorycouncilwill
beformedbythegovernmentto
execute the project, whichwill
have residential, commercial
properties and offices among
otherprojects.
Afterchairingaconsultation

meetingwithleadingrealestate
developers to discuss the proj-
ect, the CM said, “Gurgaon has
becomeacentreofattractionfor
investorsacrosstheworld. More
investorsandentrepreneurswill
come forward after the con-
structionof theGlobalCity.”
He said another meeting

wouldbeheldafteramonthwith
stakeholders to take the work
forwardanddiscussplans.
The projectwill comeup on

land acquired by the Haryana
StateIndustrialandInfrastructure
Development Corporation (HSI-
IDC)invillagesincludingHarsaru,
Gadholi Khurd,Mohammadpur
JharsaandKhandsa.Landforthis

projectwas originally acquired
for setting up an SEZ, but itwas
later takenoverbythestategov-
ernment.
EarlieronFridaymorning,the

CM inaugurated twoprojects of
Gurugram Metropolitan
DevelopmentAuthority(GMDA)
—HudaCity decongestionproj-
ect and thewater supply distri-
bution network of Zone-8 from
Sector111toSector115.
TheHudaCityCentredecon-

gestionproject, built at a cost of
Rs 52.52 crore, comprising an
underpass, a flyover and a foot
overbridge and surface road,
acrossastretchof 1.93kmisex-
pectedtoreducetrafficsnarlsat
oneofthecity’sbusiestintersec-
tions, which sees heavy vehicle

flowandpedestrianmovement.
“Thenewunderpassandfly-

overwillfacilitatesmoothtraffic
streamatthiscriticallocationand
reduce traffic congestion,” said
Khattar. “Gurgaon has emerged
as an iconic city and has shown
immensepotential forprogress.
It has emerged as the ‘Setu’ for
connectingHaryanatotherestof
theworld,”headded.
The705-metrelongunidirec-

tional underpass at Huda City
Centrewillstreamlinetrafficfrom
SignatureTowertowardsSubash
Chowk. Construction on theun-
derpass started in July2019, and
was initially set tobe completed
inayear.Theprojectwasmarred
bydelaysduetosuccessive lock-
downsdueto thepandemicand
ban on construction on account
of risingpollutionlevels.
Recently, the GMDA had

opened a 269.5-metre flyover
near the underpass connecting
HussainMargandsectorroadto-
wards Signature Towers as part
of the project to decongest the
HudaCityCentre junction.
Praising the projects in the

city,theCMsaidhiscommitment
was towardsmaking Gurgaon
the‘smartest’cityanda‘connect-
ing link’withtheworld.
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Ph No:08288-234601/234605, Call: 9483501100,
E-mail: sainikschoolkittur@gmail.com Website: www.kittursainikschool.in

KITTUR RANI CHANNAMMA RESIDENTIAL
SAINIK SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, KITTUR-591 115

No.KCS/Result/Adm/Noti/FFP/2022-23 Date: 01/04/2022

Dist.: Belagavi, Karnataka State [ India]

AIEE INTERVIEW LIST & ADMISSION NOTIFICATION
List of candidates who have qualified for physical for

medical exam & interview of All India Entrance Examination for
thClass VIMERIT/ MERIT CUMMEANS , which was held on 06

March 2022, has been disp layed on the websi te
www.kittursainikschool.in and intimation has been sent to
successful candidates by ordinary post.

Thosewhowant to avail admission (unsuccessful/fresh
candidates) under VI & XI (Science Stream – CBSE Syllabus:
Lateral entry) can visit the school website for detailed notification
regardingmethod of applying.

They may also contact the school on telephone No:
08288-234608, duringworking hours on all working days.

Sd/-
Principal

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) invites E-
tenders from Bidders of repute and experience to set up a Project
Management Unit (PMU) at BKC,HO, Mumbai to manage implementation of
Data Warehouse, Extraction Transformation & Loading and Business
Intelligence/AI Tools through System Implementer selected through RFP for
DMABI Solution floated on 01 January 2022. For more information, kindly
visit our website www.nabard.org, https://eprocure.gov.in and
https://nabard.eproc.in. The last date for receipt of Tender is till 01.00 PM of
27 April 2022. Applicants should regularly visit our website to keep
themselves updated.

E-TENDER NOTICE

WELCOMEDBYKEJRIWAL,SISODIA

MALHARMISHRA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

TAMILNADUChiefMinisterMK
Stalin visited a Delhi govern-
mentschoolandamohallaclinic
inEastDelhionFridayaspartof
his three-dayvisit tothecapital.
At Rajkiya Sarvodaya Bal
Vidyalaya inWest Vinod Nagar
—oneoftheDelhigovernment’s
modelschools—Stalinwaswel-
comedbyChiefMinisterArvind
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief
MinisterManishSisodiaandwas
greetedbyteachersandstudents
of theschoolwith roses.
“Visited Model School and

MohallaClinicinitiativesofDelhi
government along with
HonourableDelhiChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwalandDeputyCM
Manish Sisodia.Wewill also be
establishing a world class
Government Model School in
Chennai soon and I have ex-
tendedmy invitation to Arvind
Kejriwal in advance,” stated
StalinonTwitterafter thevisit.
Inside the school, theminis-

tersweretakentomeetsomeof
the best-performing teams of
the Business Blasters pro-

gramme, which is a part of the
Entrepreneurship Mindset
Curriculum introduced inDelhi
governmentschools.Underthis
programme, students are each
given seedmoney of Rs 2,000,

and asked to team up to invest
theirmoneyandcreatebusiness
models. Stalin and Kejriwal
spoke to someof the teamsand
learnedabout theirprojects.
A teacher from the school

presented Stalinwith a portrait
ofhislatefather,MKarunanidhi.
“... Iwasveryhappytoseethe

advancement of ‘Business
Blasters’ programme that helps
the students show their entre-
preneurialskillsandtalent...The
Tamil students and teachers
should also go beyond the text-
books to develop your knowl-
edge and skills further. The
world is outside the windows.
Innovate it with your skills!
Enrich it!”he tweeted later.
Theyalsovisitedtheschool’s

Montessori Lab for nursery and
kindergarten students. “They
sawallthedifferentaidsthatwe
now have to help students un-
derstand their classes and sub-
jectsbetter...Theywereamazed
bytheschoolandallthefacilities
thatwe have. They couldn’t be-
lieve it was a government
school,” said head of the school
Mary JyostnaMinj.
Theministers also visited a

Happiness Curriculum class, a
Deshbhakti Curriculum class,
andtheschool'sswimmingpool.
“In our country, we have

been teaching moral science
storiesforages,buttheproblem
withmoralsciencestoriesisthat

theygive youa lot of ‘shoulds’...
but the emotional sciencewas-
n’tbeingtouched. Inthishappi-
nessclass,weactuallytouchthe
emotionalscience,”saidSisodia
as he explained the content of
the happiness curriculum to
Stalin.
Theschoolvisit,whichlasted

approximatelyanhour,was fol-
lowed by a visit to the AAMC
Retreat Apartments mohalla
clinic inPatparganj.
“In Delhi earlier, there were

justbighospitals...wehavenow
set upmohalla clinics that act
as primary health care,” said
Kejriwal as he explained the
healthcare developments in
Delhi.
“Itwasmyhonour andpriv-

ilege to host Honourable Chief
Minister MK Stalin and show
himall theworkthatwearedo-
ing,” saidKejriwal.
Askedaboutthepolitical im-

plicationsof thismeetingforthe
two states and parties, he re-
sponded,“Don’tderiveanypol-
itics out of it. We are here only
for the progress of our country.
Allstatesneedtocometogether
and only then the country will
progress.”

Tamil Nadu CMvisitsmohalla clinic,
model school during day out in Delhi

AtRajkiyaSarvodayaBalVidyalayainWestVinodNagar,Stalin
waswelcomedbyKejriwalandManishSisodia.TashiTobgyal

Healsochairedameeting
withrealestatedevelopers

Heatwave
forecast for
next week

Ghaziabad meat
shops ordered to shut
shop during Navratri

Khattar inaugurates underpass,
flyover at Huda City Centre

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GHAZIABAD,APRIL 1

GHAZIABADNAGARNigamhas
banned the sale of raw meat
during Navratri. As per the or-
ders, the ban will be in effect
fromApril2toApril10,withof-
ficials claiming the meat ban
during the festival is a routine
order.
“It has been directed by the

mayor to maintain cleanliness
in temples, and to close meat
shops during the period. It has
been directed that cleanliness
be maintained in respective
zones, in templesandtoensure
meat shops remain closed,”
read the order. The order has
been issued in five zonesof the
district.
LoniMLANandKishorGurjar

hadinthepastissuedseveralap-
pealstoclosemeatshopsduring
festivals. In the coming days,
shopswill remain shut in both
urbanandrural areas.

“The order is issued every
yearandthebanonlyexistsdur-
ing Navratri. The sale of raw
meatwill remain prohibited in
these fivezones.Thecommuni-
cation has been given to all
NagarNigamdepartmentscon-
cerned,” said Asha Sharma, the
GhaziabadMayor.
On Thursday, MLA Nand

Kishor Gurjar wrote a letter to
the district magistrate stating
that several restaurants were
selling meat in the open in his
constituency. Intheletter,here-
quested officials to ensure ac-
tion against such establish-
ments to prevent any possible
spreadof disease.

NewDelhi:Heatwaveconditions
are forecast forDelhi fromApril
5 to 7,with the temperature set
to reach 41 degrees Celsius on
April 5.
There was some respite on

Friday,whenamaximumtem-
peratureof36.5degreesCelsius
wasrecorded,at theSafdarjung
weatherobservatory, threede-
grees above the normal, but a
fewnotchesbelowthe39.5de-
grees Celsius recorded thepre-
viousday.
PartsofDelhihavebeenwit-

nessing heatwave conditions
over the past few days with
someweather stations record-
ingmaximum temperatures of
40 degrees Celsius or more.
Heatwave conditions were
recorded in parts of Delhi and
southernHaryanaonThursday.
On Friday, themaximum tem-
peraturehadfallenbelow40de-
greesCelsiusatmoststations in
NCR, except Narela, which
recordedamaximumtempera-
ture of 40 degrees. At the Lodhi
Roadweather observatory, the
maximum temperature was
37.8degreesCelsius,whileitset-
tledat37.9attheRidge,and38.2
atAyaNagar.
TheIMDsaidinanupdateon

Fridayeveningthatthereislikely
to be no significant change in
maximum temperatures over
northwestIndiaoverthenext24
hours, but it is likely to rise by
two to three degrees Celsius
thereafter.ENS

LoniMLANandKishor
Gurjarhadinthepast
issuedseveralappeals
to closemeatshops
duringfestivals
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BRIEFLY
10farmhouses
‘built illegally’
onYamuna
floodplains
razedinNoida
Noida: An anti-encroach-
mentdrivewascarriedout
by the Noida Authority
along the Yamuna flood-
plains Friday and more
than 10 farmhouses built
illegally in the area were
razed.“Adrivewascarried
out to demolish the illegal
structures.Aspertherules,
infloodplainareas,perma-
nent structures cannot be
maintained. Due to this
reason,anysuchconstruc-
tion is liable tobedisman-
tled. Furtherdriveswill be
carriedoutasperthegiven
laws,”saidPrasunDwivedi,
OSDNoidaAuthority.

Day1ofbuslane
enforcement
drive:7fined
NewDelhi:Sevenbusdriv-
erswereslappedwithfines
of Rs 10,000 each on the
firstdayofthe‘buslaneen-
forcement drive’ by the
Transportdepartment, of-
ficials said Saturday. The
challans were issued to
fourDTCdriversandthree
driversof clusterbuses.

HCnodfor
prayerson5
floorsatMarkaz
NewDelhi:Overruling the
police directive to allow
prayersonlyon four floors
of themosque at Markaz
Nizamuddin, the Delhi
High Court Friday granted
permission to use five
floors — ground and four
others—duringthemonth
of Ramzan.ENS

GAYATHRIMANI
&ANNONADUTT
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

WHILE THE Delhi Disaster
ManagementAuthority(DDMA)
has decided to do away with
fines for not wearingmasks in
public, theabsenceof anofficial
order till Fridayevening leftdis-
trict officials ina fixonwhether
to levy finesduring theday.
Intheordereventuallyissued

Friday evening, SM Ali, special

secretary, Health and Family
Welfare department, said,
“DDMAhasdecidedthatit isad-
visory (sic) forallpublic towear
mask inpublic places, however,
no penalty will be imposed for
suchoffencefromimmediateef-
fect till furtherorders.”
Earlier in the day, an official

fromtheWestdistrict said: “We
arenotfiningpeopletoday.It isa
practicalproblem.Evenwhenwe
used to levy fines, say, 15 days
ago,peoplewouldstart fighting.
Nowwith the announcement

that therewill be no fine, what
doyouthinkwillhappen?”
An official from the Central

districtsaid,“Thenumberofpeo-
ple wearing masks has gone
downtoday.Earlier,theonlything
stoppingpeople fromnotwear-
ingthemwasthe fine.Now, Ien-
couragepeopletoputiton,atleast
whentheycometotheoffice.”
Experts agree that while

finesshouldbewithdrawn,peo-
plemustbeencouragedtowear
masks, especially in hospitals
andcrowdedmarkets.

However, several people at
Gandhi Nagar, Sarojini Nagar
and Lajpat Nagar markets and
other public places likeMetros
andbusstandswereseenwith-
out amask. “Yesterdaywe read
thatmasks are not compulsory
anda finewillnotbe imposed. I
support thedecision to remove
fines since it is difficult for
labourers who carry 50 kg of
fabric fromone area to another
to wear a mask,” said Rakesh
Kumar, a shopkeeperatAshoka
Bazaar,GandhiNagar.

Expertssaywhilefinesshouldbewithdrawn,peoplemustbe
encouragedtowearmasksinhospitals,markets.Archive

ORDER ADVISES PEOPLE TO CONTINUE WEARING MASKS

In the absence of fines, many say goodbye to masks in city

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

IT WAS a routine morning for
KunwarArora(27)asheheaded
out on his cycle Thursday. A cy-
clingenthusiast,hehadasetrou-
tineofridingaround40kmdaily
in theearlyhoursandmaking it
backtohisPreetViharhomefor
breakfast. Except, on Thursday,
henevercameback.
Near Sardar Patel Marg,

Kunwar came under an Army
truck after he lost his balance
and fell, and was run over. He
wasrushedtothenearesthospi-
tal,wherehewasdeclareddead
on arrival. According to police,
the vehicle belongs to the
DefenceHQSecuritytroopsand
thedriver,whoabscondedafter
the incident,was laterarrested.
The youngest of three sib-

lings, Arora ran a spare parts
manufacturing business based
in Indirapuramwhich focused
onbicycleequipment.Hefound
awaytoblendhisbusinesswith
somethingthatgavehimjoy,his
family said.
Kunwarwould usually cycle

through different parts of Delhi
onasetroute,onmostoccasions
withhisfriends.OnThursday,he
happenedtobealone.
“Initially, we did not know

what had happened as none of
uswere present. Laterwe came
toknowanArmyvehiclehadhit
him... If therewasneglectonthe
partofanormalcivilian,itwould
be different. But someone from
theArmylefthiminsuchastate,
we could not believe it. Had he
gotmedical attention on time,
perhapshewouldbealive,” said
SahibAhuja,a relative.
His father Vijay Arora, a

builder,was inGoa on business
when he heard the news and
rushedbackhomeonThursday
evening. “I am still unable to
processwhathashappened.Only
ifhehadgottenhelpatthetime...
thingswouldbedifferent,”hesaid.
Kunwarhadtakenupcycling

four-five years ago and spent a
long time researching gear be-
foremakingapurchase, saidhis
family.Hesoonbecametheirgo-
to person for cycle repairs. “He
gifted cycles to his young
nephewsandwouldtellthemall
about safety and other aspects.

Infact,oncetheytoldhimabout
how a cycle was jammed. The
very next day, he repaired and
returnedit.Hewassoaffection-
ate, it is hard to believe he is
gone,” saidhisauntRaniSethi.
Kunwar studied atModern

SchoolandlaterDelhiUniversity.
HewasalsoenrolledinanOxford
Universitydistanceprogram,his
relatives said. Hewas cremated
on Friday afternoon. His cycle
andgearwill serveashis lasting
memory,his familysaid.
According to DCP (New

Delhi) Amrutha Guguloth “the
vehicle belongs to the Defence
HQ Security troops, KGMarg, B
Block, Defence Complex”. “The
driver has been identified as
Sepoy Om Prakash (46), a resi-
dent of Haryana, and has been
arrested. He is presently posted
atDefenceHq.Troops,”shesaid.
Kunwar’sdeathhasshocked

the cycling community andhas
brought into focus the need for
dedicated, safe routes.
Gurleen Kaur, who runs

Lakshya Randonneurs cycling
club,said:“Noneofuswerepres-
entsowedon’tknowwhathap-
pened. The entire community is
inshock...Thereisnodenyingthat
highways are safer than urban
routes. Inmany places, the cars
cut ontowrong routes creating
problems for riders. Hehad ear-
lier takenpart in a long ride and
wasknowntopeople...”
ForriderslikeRajeshMaurya,

the risks of solo cycling are im-
mense: “In Noida, there are
many cycling routes but hawk-
ersofteneatupspace.Thespace
for cyclists is continuously
shrinking. Incidents like these
havehappenedbefore.Building
proper routes is much needed.
Formanypeople,cyclingisalsoa
means of transport and that
mustbekept inmind.”

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

SCHOOLS MOVED closer to-
wardsnormalcyonFriday,with
the new academic session be-
ginning completely offline and
essentialserviceslikehotcooked
middaymeals resuming.
While schools opened on

February7forclassIX-XIIandon
February14foryoungerstudents,
they had been operating in the
hybridmode—meaning that it
hasbeenoptionalforstudentsto
attend offline classes. However,
fromFriday,forthefirsttimesince
thestartofthepandemic,schools
movedcompletelyoffline.
Awadhesh Jha, principal

Sarvodaya Vidyalaya Rohini
Sector-8,saidtheattendanceon
Fridaywas“overwhelming”.
“Thestudentswhowerewith

usinthelastacademicyearwere
expected to show up and they
did.ButwethoughtclassVImight
be difficult becausemany chil-
drenaretransferredtoourschool
fromthefeederMCDschools,but
thesenewchildren also showed
up in large numbers. We had
around70%attendanceinclassVI

and85%inothergrades.Thestu-
dentswere particularly excited
because our newuniformcame
intousefromFriday,”hesaid.
Someschoolsexpectabetter

turnout fromMonday. At Veer
Savarkar Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya,forinstance,outof40
studentseachinbothsectionsof
class V, 18 students turned up
fromsectionAand19 fromsec-
tion B, so both sections sat to-
gether.TheirteacherBhavnasaid

that though schools are sup-
posedtohavemovedoffline,she
will still be sending the rest of
the children work online to
makesure theydonotmissout,
andexpectsmostofthestudents
toattendfromMondaysinceshe
will bemeetingmostparents in
thePTMscheduledforSaturday.
Thoughall of the children in

her class had been coming to
school in February andMarch,
when their lunch break started

at 10.20 am, many were sur-
prisedtohearthattheywerego-
ing to get “school wala khana”
again.Mostofthemhadbrought
packed lunch boxes fromhome
as they had been doing for the
last month and a half. Cooked
middaymeals resumed for the
first timesinceMarch2020and
childrenhadbeenreceivingdry
rationmonthlyasasubstitute.
Ten-year-old Akshara was

excited to hear this. “Will they

make it every day?” she asked,
as she linedupwithher friends
tocollectthekhichdiinherlunch
box. Askedwhy she seemed to
prefer it to her packed lunches,
she said, “It’s like before, we all
takeour foodtogetherandeat it
together.” After eating, she put
her littis back in the empty box
to takebackhome.
On Saturday, teachers in all

government schools will con-
duct parent-teacher-meetings.

Class teachers of classes III to IX
will brief parents about their
children’s learning levels as per
baselineassessmentsconducted
bythemandinformthemabout
foundational learning efforts,
whichwill take place at school.
Forseniorstudents,teacherswill
speaktoparentsabouttheirper-
formanceinexamsandtestsand
about howparents can support
them in their upcoming annual
examinations.

FromFriday, for the first timesincethestartof the
pandemic, schoolsmovedcompletelyoffline; (top)mid-day
mealshaverestartedaswell. TashiTobgyal/SukritaBaruah

Attack on CM residence: HC asks police to
explain ‘what kind of intimation you had’

HYBRIDLEARNINGDISCONTINUED

City schools resume in earnest—with
excited students andmid-daymeals

‘Had he got help on
time, he’d be here’:
Kin of cyclist killed
during morning ride

KunwarArora(27)

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

TWODAYSafternearly200pro-
testersbelongingtotheBharatiya
Janata YuvaMorcha (BJYM), the
BJP’syouthwing,brokethrough
police barricades outside Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s resi-
dence and slammed themain
gate,theDelhiHighCourtFriday
askedpolicetofileastatusreport
withintwoweeksontheinvesti-
gationcarriedoutby it.
Thedivision benchof Acting

Chief Justice Vipin Sanghi and
JusticeNavinChawlasaidit isev-
identthatfearhasbeensoughtto
be created. It added that Delhi
Policewouldhavetoexplainwhat
inputsithadabouttheincident.
Thecourtalsosaidthatithas

seen the videos of the incident
anditappearsthattherewas“an
unruly crowd” outside the en-
trance of the CM’s residence
whichdestroyedpublicproperty
anddefacedthemainentrydoor.

“Some people did try to
climboverthegate.Theydidnot
succeed or it appears itwas not
their intent also. Some of them
have taken law into their own
hands. And there’s definitely an
element of fearwhichhas been
soughttobecreated,thatisvery
evident,” said thecourt.
Thecourtalsoremarkedthat

thepoliceforcewasprobablyin-
adequate and though the per-
sonnelpresentdidtrytoprevent
the protesters, “probably they
wereoutnumbered”.“You’llhave
to explainwhat kind of intima-
tion you had andwhat kind of
threat perception was there
aboutthiskindofanincidenttak-
ingplace.Youfilethat,” itadded.
Observingthatitwantstoun-

derstandafewfundamentalfacts
abouttheincident,thecourtsaid,
“Youfileastatusreport.Let’shave
a look.Telluswhat thesituation
was.Thereshouldbesomething
before us.We don’twant to get
intoniceties.We justwant tobe
satisfiedthateithertherewasno

lapseoreveniftherewasalapse,
youhavetakencorrectivemeas-
uresandyouaretakingthemat-
terseriously.”
Additional Solicitor General

Sanjay Jain, representing the
Police and Centre, submitted
thatanFIRstandsregisteredand
Delhi Police has already taken
actionand intends to takeother
steps toaddressconcernsof the
petitioner. The court was told
eightpeoplehavebeenarrested.
Delhi Policewill set up ameet-
ing with the CM Secretariat to
understandtheCM’sthreatper-
ception, Jain told thecourt.
Jainalsotoldthecourtthathe

will submit a status report in a
sealedcoverandthatall theevi-
denceincludingCCTVfootageof
the incident in questionwould
bepreserved.Healsotermedthe
petitiona“publicityexercise”.
However, the court said that

any citizen, “political or apoliti-
cal”, could have filed the peti-
tion: “After all it is a constitu-
tional functionary whose

residencehasbeenstormed.”
The courtwas hearing Aam

Aadmi Party MLA Saurabh
Bhardwaj’spetitionseekingcon-
stitutionofaSpecialInvestigation
Team for an independent probe
intotheattack.Bhardwajhassaid
that a retired judge of the High
CourtshouldheadtheSIT.
Bhardwajalsosoughtaprobe

into the role of police officers
whowereresponsibleformain-
taining thesecuritycordonout-
sidetheCM’sresidence.Besides
seekingadirectionforappropri-
ate security outside Kejriwal’s
residence,thepetitionalsoprays
forcomplianceofanearliercourt
order for securing the roadout-
sidehis residence.
Senior advocate Abhishek

Manu Singhvi, representing
Bhardwaj, earlier arguedbefore
the court that Delhi Police was
“directly responsible for negli-
genceandfailure”inthecaseand
sought preservation of CCTV
footage. Singhvi also referred to
theorderpassedbytheSupreme

Court in respect of the alleged
breach of security in the Prime
Minister’sconvoyinPunjabdur-
ingcampaigningfortherecently
heldelections.“Therecannotbe
multiple standards in the coun-
try.What is sauce for the goose
is sauce for the gander, in a
lightervein,”submittedSinghvi.
Senior advocate Rahul

Mehra, representing Bhardwaj,
argued that tomorrow if some-
thing similar happenswith the
President or PrimeMinister’s
residence,headswillroll.“There
wasonlya20-minuteblockade
inPunjabandweallknowwhat
happened,”Mehraargued.
Mehrasubmittedthatvideos

showing anMP’s presence is in
circulation but he has not been
namedintheFIR.“Isthisserious-
ness?” he asked, adding that
thosearrestedarescapegoats.
However, the court said the

submission was premature at
thisstageandaddedthatonceit
gets the status report, only then
itwill question thepolice.

Common entrance test:
DU decides on interview
criteria for St Stephen’s
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

WITH DELHI University set to
admit students based on the
Common University Entrance
Test(CUET)fromthecomingac-
ademicsession, authorities said
they received a request from St
Stephen’s College to continue
the practice of holding inter-
views for UG admissions to all
seats. Vice-Chancellor Yogesh
Singh said DU’s decision in this
regardwas“intheprocessofbe-
ing communicated” to the col-
lege.
DU’s Academic Council (AC)

onMarch 22 had approved the
undergraduate admissions for
theacademicsession2022-23to
bebasedsolelyon theCUET.
Theminutesof theStanding

Committee meeting dated
March17,whichwereapproved,
said,“Itwasdecidedthatadmis-
sionstoallminoritycolleges(in-
cludingStStephen’sCollegeand
Jesus andMary College) affili-
ated with the Delhi University
willbeonlydonethroughCUET.
During centralised counselling,
separatemerit listswill be gen-
erated for unreserved andmi-
nority candidates as per the
reservationpolicy.”
WhileDUundergraduatead-

missionsarebasedoncut-offs,St
Stephen’s College conducts ad-
missionsdifferently. Thecollege
releases cut-offs separate from
theoverallDUcut-offwhichhas
85%weightage,andtheremain-
ing15%weightageisgiventoon-
line interviews. Earlier, the 15%
weightagewassplitbetweenthe
written test and interviews.
However, in 2020, the written
testwasdoneawaywith.
Being aminority college, it

reserves50%seatsforChristians.
“We had received a request

from them that they want to
conduct interviews on all seats.
Whatwe have approved is that
the 50% seatswhich are not re-
served forminorities should be
filled through the CUET, and for
theremainingseats,therecanbe
amix of CUET and interviews,”
saidRegistrarVikasGupta.
V-CSinghsaidtheweightage

for the remaining 50% seats re-
served for Christian candidates
wouldbe85%to theCUETscore
and15%tointerview.“Weare in
the process of communicating
thistothecollege.Itwillbedone
soon,”hesaid.
Principal JohnVarghese told

PTI: “I have asked for clarity on
the admission process through
anemail.WearefinewithCUET
because it’s either the board
exam or the CUET scores. If the
university has said it, we are
okaywith it.”He said it’s beena
fortnightsincehewrotetoSingh
andtheyareyettohearfromthe
varsity.

GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

THE TRANSPORT department
Friday kicked off its free one-
month training programme for
womentoacquireaHeavyMotor
Vehicle(HMV)licenceatitsdriv-
ers training Institute in Burari,
pavingthewayformorewomen
tobeabletodriveDTCbuses.
Training for the first batch of

38womenwas inaugurated by
Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot.AmongthemwasTulsi,a
HMV licence holder who has
wagedalongfightforchangesin
theeligibilitycriteria. Shesaid, “I
am glad the government has
sponsored training forwomen.
This will encouragemany and
willputanendtocommentsthat
womenarebaddrivers... Ihavea
validlicenceandsatfortests,but

couldnot apply for a driver’s job
because of the height require-
ments. I, along with 10 other
women,wroteseverallettersand
requested theminister to relax
the criteria. I amhappy that our
dreams to becomedrivers have
materialised...,” said Tulsi, who
currentlyworksasataxidriver.
Aspertherevisedcriteria,no

prior experience is required to
apply for the driver’s job. The
minimumheight has also been
reducedfrom159cmto153cm.

Theonlymandatoryconditionis
minimum one-month training
followedbya test.
Officialssaidtheinitiative, in

collaboration with Ashok
Leyland Limited, is to facilitate
end-to-endtrainingfor180can-
didatesandtopromotewomen’s
safety inpublic transport.
Said Pinki, a 24-year-old

trainee, “I could not study after
Class 12 due to financial con-
straints. So, I joineda cab service
and learnt driving. I still work

there... Iwantedtobecomeabus
driverbutthetrainingfeeatBurari
wasexpensive...WhenIfoundout
thatthegovernmentisproviding
trainingforfree, Iapplied.”
Officialssaidamonth’strain-

ing to learn to drive a bus at the
Burari centre usually costs
aroundRs15,000-Rs25,000.
Preeta,whodrivesacab,said

shewants to set an example for
otherwomen:“Myparentswere
againstmyprofessionandsaidit
wasn’t suitable for a woman...
but I didn’t relent. I am the only
womancabdriverinmycolony...
Now,myparentsfeelproudthat
theirdaughterisgoingtodrivea
bus... I will also complete my
graduationthisyear.Idon’twant
peopletosaythatbusdriversare
uneducated...”
Thetrainingprogrammewas

also attended by Transport
Commissioner Ashish Kundra,

MDsofDTCandDIMTSandsen-
ior officials in the transport de-
partmentandAshokLeyland.
Gahlot said: “Delhi, in the

pastfewyears,hasbeenmaking
stridestowardswomen’spartic-
ipation in transport. Our new
buses are low floor, automatic
and very easy to drive, andwe
are excited to seemorewomen
drivers in thecomingyears.”
Transport commissioner

AshishKundraadded:“Women
can fly planes, sowhy not drive
buses! The Delhi government
sponsors the first batch of 40
womenbusdrivers.Another150
willquickly follow.”
Officials said trainingwill be

imparted to eligible candidates
in five batches. Those applying
shouldberesidentsofDelhiand
haveavalid LMV licence,which
is a pre-qualification for upgra-
dation to theHMVcategory.

Preeta(left)andTulsiareamongthefirstbatchof38trainees

Meet the women soon to be at the wheel of city buses

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,755 9,697
ICU BEDS 2,203 2,190

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
54,767

NOIDA
Mar31 Apr1

Cases 17 18
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 40 39
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 58
OXYGENSUPPORT 9
VENTILATORSUPPORT 1

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,65,101

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Mar31 113 114 0 23,094
Apr1 131 105 1 23,105
Total 483* 18,38,465 26,153 3,73,71,655
*Total active cases inDelhi

DUauthoritiessaid they
receivedarequest from
StStephen’sCollegeto
continuethepracticeof
holding interviewsforUG
admissions toall seats.
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5QUESTIONS
BSPMPKUNWAR
DANISH ALI
RAISED THE ISSUE
OFMOB LYNCHING
IN LOK SABHA
DURING ZERO

HOUR ANDDEMANDED THE
GOVERNMENT ENACT A LAWON IT.
HE SPEAKS TOHARIKISHANSHARMA
Whydidyouraisethe issueinthe
House?
In2018, theSupremeCourtgavea
judgment thatGovernmentof India
shouldenacta lawagainstmob
lynching.Since2018,many
incidentsofmoblynchinghave
takenplacebut thegovernment is
silent.Thegovernment isenacting
various laws…butan important
issue likemoblynchingtheyhave
beenavoiding.

HaveyouwrittentothePrime
MinisterortheHomeMinister
too?
No.However, Ihadraisedthis issue
in theHouse in2019tooafter the
TabrezAnsari lynchingcase in
Jharkhand.

Lawandorder isastatesubject.
Haveyoudemandedasimilar
legislationinyourstate,U.P.?
Iwrotea letter to theUP
ChiefMinister twoyearsago.Some
statesareenacting it... like the
JharkhandAssemblydidrecently.
But theUniongovernment’s
representative, theGovernor there,
kept it inabeyanceandnowithas
beenreturned.TheUnion
governmentandallBJP-ruledstates
areenactingall sortsof laws... they
canenact lawsagainst love-jihad
butnotagainstmoblynching. It is
tarnishingour international
imagealso.

WillyoubringaPrivateMember’s
Billonthis?
Ihopethegovernmentbrings the
law,andpaysheedtonotonlymy
concernsbutalso theSupreme
Court’sdirectives. I amdefinitely
goingtobringaPrivateMember’s
Billonthis issue.

Whatelsedoyouplangoing
forwardonthis?
I amalsogoingtodemanda
discussionunderrule193 inLok
Sabhaas towhythis lawshouldnot
beenacted.

From The Gallery

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, APRIL1

ARGUINGTHAT“littleeffort”hasbeenmade
“over the years” to undo the injustice that
Kashmiri Pandits have suffered, Congress
memberinRajyaSabhaVivekTankhaFriday
introduced a private member’s bill in the
Houseseekingtoprovideforsocial,political
andeconomicrehabilitationofPandits,pro-
tectionof theirproperty, restorationof their
cultural heritage, ensuring their safety and
security,andprovisionof rehabilitationand
resettlementpackage to them.
The Bill, titled ‘Kashmiri Pandits

(Recourse, Restitution, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement) Act, 2022’, comes at a time
when a controversy is raging over the exo-
dusofKashmirPandits fromtheValleyover
threedecadesagointhewakeof therelease
of themovie,TheKashmirFiles,anditsactive
promotion by the ruling BJP. Several BJP-
ruledstateshaveannouncedthatthemovie
will be tax-free in their respective states.
Theprovisionsof theBill includegrant of

minoritystatustoKashmiriPandits,declaring
themas“victimsofgenocide”,changingtheir
officialnomenclatureto ‘InternallyDisplaced
Persons’withimmediateeffect,andreleaseof
awhitepaperdocumenting all events in the
Valley“pertainingtotheatrocitiesandplightof
theKashmiriPandits”startingfrom1988tobe
preparedbyahighlevelcommitteeheadedby
aretiredChief Justiceof Indiaandcomprising
tworetiredjudgesof theSupremeCourt, two
MPs, two formerMPs, four sitting or former
MembersofLegislature/CouncilofJammuand
Kashmirbesidesothers.
The committee, the Bill says, “shall rely

on depositions given bywitnesses and lay
special focusontheReportsand judgments
of theSupremeCourtandtheHighCourtsof
India, NationalHumanRights Commission,
Reports of any Parliamentary Standing
Committees and subcommittees set up for
the purpose of examining the issue of
KashmiriPandits.”
TheBillalsoseekssettingupofaninquiry

commissionwithprosecutorialpowerandthe
powerstoappointJudicialTribunaltoinvesti-
gate into “genocide and mass exodus of
KashmiriPandits”.Thecommissionshouldbe

headedbyaretiredChiefJusticeofIndia,itsays.
Tankhawill retireasaRajyaSabhaMPin

June. If the Congress does not renominate
himtoRajyaSabha, theBillwill lapse.
The Bill also envisages setting up of an

AdvisoryCommittee-consistingof21repre-
sentativesoftheKashmiriPanditcommunity
and two representatives of non-Kashmiri
PanditminoritiesoftheKashmirvalley–with
adequatepowersto“effectivelyrepresent”the
bestinterestsof thePanditcommunitytoas-
sert their right for return, rehabilitation and
restitutionandadvisethecentralgovernment.
The Bill says the Centre, in consultation

with the Advisory Committee, should take
measures as recommended by the
Delimitation Commission, to ensure en-
hancedpoliticalrepresentationforthecom-
munity across panchayats, Union Territory
Legislative Assembly and Parliament. A
mechanismshouldbecreatedforenrollment
ofallmigrantKashmiriPanditsasvotersand
providereservedseatsinproportiontotheir
numerical strength in local and Union
Territory legislativebodies, it says.
The Bill also seeks a host of steps to es-

tablishanenvironmentofeconomicjustice,
prosperityandsecurity,forKashmiriPandits
andotherreligiousminoritiesincludingset-
ting up of a corpus fund for the purpose of
grants to be given to five thousand small or
cottage industries owned by Kashmiri
Pandits, interestfreeloansforsettingupmi-
cro, small andmediumenterpriseswithout
collateral requirements on a fifty percent
loanandfiftypercentgrantsbasisandwaiver
of direct and indirect taxes for the first five
yearsof establishmentof anybusiness.
Lastmonth, theCongresswhile accusing

theBJPoftryingtospreadhatredinthesociety
throughthemovie,TheKashmirFiles,claimed
thatsuccessiveCongressgovernmentshadre-
habilitatedmanyKashmiri Pandits andpro-
videdthemwithjobsandhouses.

ESHAROY&HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

NEARLY40years after India first signed the
Antarctic Treaty, the government has
brought inadraft IndianAntarcticBill-2022
to regulate andmonitor activities at its re-
searchstations in the frozencontinent.
IntroducingthedraftBill intheLokSabha

onFriday,EarthSciencesMinisterDrJitendra
Singh said the primary aim of the Bill is to
bringinpenalprovisionsforbreakingthelaw
in Antarctica. It has a comprehensive list of
permitted activities on the continent and
prohibitions,hesaid.
The Oppositionmembers opposed the

Bill. “TheBill is applicable to Indian citizens
aswellasforeigncitizens.HowcananIndian
law be applicable on foreign citizens?How
canyoupunish a foreign citizen if he or she
commits an offence under the law? This is
my first question,” said CongressMP Adhir

RanjanChowdhury,demandingthattheBill
be referred to theSelectCommitteeor Joint
Committee.
TMCmember SaugataRoy said, “I donot

knowwhatauthorityourgovernmenthasover
Antarctica,whichisstillanunchartedterritory.
Now,theMinisterwantstoprohibitIndianex-
peditionstoAntarcticawithoutapermit.’’
“Actually, we have a treaty called

Antarctic Treaty, signed in 1959. It nowhas

54signatories.Asperthattreaty,it ismanda-
tory and binding on all themember coun-
triestohavesomekindofaprovisiontopre-
vent or check unlawful activities at their
researchstations,” said JitendraSingh.
Once theBill comes into force, itwill ap-

plytoIndians, foreigncitizens,corporations,
firmsandjointventuresfunctioninginIndia,
andanyvesseloraircraftthatiseitherIndian
orpartof an Indianexpedition.
“Therearemanycountries,whichareyet

to bring domestic legislation on Antarctica,
butslowlyall countriesaredoingthisas the
activity inAntarctica isexpectedto increase
in the coming years.We are also putting in
domestic legislation in keeping with the
treatyandvariousprotocolstowhichweare
signatory, as this needed tobedone,’’ said a
seniorministryofficial.
TheBill has listed strict guidelines and a

systemofpermits,whichwillbe issuedbya
government-appointedcommittee,without
which anyexpeditionor individualwill not

be allowed to enter Antarctica. The Bill fur-
therprohibitsdrilling, dredging, excavation
orcollectionofmineralresourcesorevendo-
inganythingtoidentifywheresuchmineral
depositsoccur–theonlyexceptionisforsci-
entific researchwithapermit.
Therewillstrictprohibitionondamaging

nativeplants;flyingorlandinghelicoptersor
operatingvesselsthatcoulddisturbbirdsand
seals; using firearms that could disturb the
birdsandanimals;removesoiloranybiolog-
icalmaterial native to Antarctica; engage in
anyactivity that couldadversely change the
habitatofbirdsandanimals,orharmthem.
Introduction of animals, birds, plants or

microscopicorganismsthatarenotnativeto
Antarcticaarealsoprohibited.Violatorscan
face imprisonmentaswell aspenalties.
TheBillalsoprovidesforIndiantouroper-

ators tobe able tooperate inAntarctica after
acquiring apermit. There are 40permanent
researchstationsinAntarcticaofwhichtwo–
MaitriandBharati—areIndian.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL1

ARGUINGTHATmanyof the states havenot
yet transferredthe“full land” forprojectsun-
der the National Industrial Corridor
Development Corporation Programme, the
CentreonFridaytoldRajyaSabhathatitisnot
gettingthekindofcooperationrequiredfrom
statesinencouragingtheinitiative.
Replyingtoaquestionon“delaysandcost

overruns”inimplementationoftheprojectsin
11 corridors of National Industrial Corridor
Development Corporation Programme,
CommerceMinister PiyushGoyal said, “I say
withalotofsadnessthatthekindofcoopera-
tionwhich could have been received and
shouldhavebeen received fromthe states in
encouragingtheseprojectsinindustrialcorri-

dorshasbeen,unfortunately,veryslow.”
He said theprojectwas first approved in

2008.“But,afterthat,forseveralyears,neither
didthecentralgovernmentprovideadequate
funds nor did thewhole project come into
shapethoughitwasapprovedbytheCabinetin
2011.And,acorpusofRs17,500croreswascom-
mittedwith amaximumof about Rs 3,000
crorespernode.Unfortunately,forseveralyears
afterthatalso,until2014,nosignificantaction
happened,”hesaid.“Manystateshavenotyet
transferredthefulllandbecauseofwhichmany
projectsaregettingdelayed,”headded.
CongressleaderAnandSharmacountered

Goyalsaying“whenmajornationalinitiatives
aretaken, it isnot ‘yourtime’or ‘ourtime’.”
On the controversy over paddyprocure-

ment,Goyal–whoisalsotheFoodMinister–
said the Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) is
“misleading”farmersofTelangana.

LS passes Bill to include
some tribal communities
in ST list in 4 UP districts

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AT THE fifth edition of Pariksha Pe Charcha
onSaturday,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
dealt with amyriad set of issues related to
examsandeducation, includingstressman-
agement,dealingwithsocialmediadistrac-
tionsandchoosingbetweencompetitiveand
schoolexams.Healsospokeof theNational
Education Policy (NEP) and the role of
women ineducation.
TheeventwasheldatTalkatoraStadium

and saw the presence of around 1,000 stu-
dentsfromschoolsofDelhi-NCR,alongwith
their teachers.
Askedbystudentshowtheyshoulddeal

with exam stress, Modi said: “You are not
takingexams for the first time.Youhavesat
formanyexamsearlier…After crossing the
whole ocean, the fear of drowning at the
shoreseemsquiteunfounded.First,youhave
to resolve thatexamsarepartof life.By tak-
ing exams so many times, you are exam
proof. Therefore, do not be stressed.
Rememberthatyouhavesuccessfullyover-
comesuchexamsbefore.”

Hesaidstudentsshouldappearforexams
in a “festivemood” andwithout any stress.
Onquestionsofhowonecouldavoiddistrac-

tionof socialmediaoronlinegamingduring
onlineeducation,hesaidtechnologywasnot
a bane and it should be used effectively. He
said students could use 'online'medium to
gainknowledgeandexecute itoffline.
“Whenyouread,doyouactually reador

watch reels? In reality, the fault doesnot lie
withonlineoroffline…Theverysamethings
that happen offline happen online aswell.
Thismeansthemediumisnot theproblem,
it isourmann(mind)which is theproblem.
Ifweare interested inwhat is being taught,
thenonlineorofflinedoesn’tmatter,”hesaid.
Modialsospokeof theNEPandsaidcon-

sultationforithadbeenexhaustivecovering
aperiodof six-sevenyears.
“Earlier, sports were considered an ex-

tracurricularactivity.Now,undertheNEP, it
has beenmade part of education. Khelna
khilne ke liye bohot anivaryahotahai (Sports
is essential for blossoming)… It teaches us
teamspiritandcourage,butthiswasoutside
oureducational system…Thiswill yield re-
sults in the future,”hesaid.
On the need for NEP, he said: “Outdated

ideasandpoliciesfromthe20thcenturycan’t
guideourdevelopmenttrajectoryinthe21st
century.Wehavetochangewiththetime.”

Modialsosaid“unfulfilleddreamsofpar-
ents and teachers couldn’t be forced upon
children”.“Youtrytorejectyourexpectations
and ambitions in your children…Children
havetogothroughtheseconfusedandcon-
tradictoryexpectationsofparentsandteach-
erswhich becomes a huge source of stress
forthem…Whenwedon’ttrytounderstand
studentsandtheiraptitude,expectationsand
wishes,andtheyfallunderpressure,theyfal-
ter… It is important for each child to follow
hisorherdreams,”hesaid.
Modiaddressedthedilemmaofstudents

whosaidtheydidnotknowwhethertofocus
oncompetitiveexamsortheirBoardexams.
He said they should study everything in a
holisiticmanner. “Don’tprepare for specific
exams,prepareandworkhardtobeacapa-
ble,educatedperson,”hesaid,addingthena-
ture of examwould then notmake any dif-
ference. He also said each student had own
processofstudyingandtheyshouldobserve
themselvesandfindwhat’s comfortable for
them, since therewasnoone fixedway.
Modi also said “equal opportunities for

girls should be institutionalised”. “Girls are
doingwellineverything...andareonthetop.
Theyhavebecomeassets,”hesaid.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ASHGABAT,APRIL 1

PRESIDENTRAMNathKovindwasaccorded
a ceremonial guard of honour as he began
his three-daystatevisit toTurkmenistanon
Friday.KovindwillmeethisTurkmencoun-
terpartSerdarBerdimuhamedovanddiscuss
waystoboostbilateraltieswiththeresource-
richCentralAsiancountry.
Thisisthefirst-evervisitof thePresident

of India to independent Turkmenistan and
comes just after the inauguration of new
TurkmenPresidentBerdimuhamedov.
“PresidentKovindarrived inAshgabat on

thefirstpartofhistwo-nationvisit.Asperthe
Turkmentradition, thePresidentwasoffered
breadandsalt bychildrenat theairport,” the
TwitteraccountoftheRashtrapatiBhavansaid.
President Kovind was received by

Turkmenistan'sPresidentBerdimuhamedov
andaccordedaceremonialguardofhonour
on his arrival at Ashgabat airport, it said in
another tweet.
Earlier,theMinistryofExternalAffairssaid

Indiaattachedimportancetoitsrelationswith
Turkmenistan.“Thestatevisitofthepresident
will reaffirm the importancewe attach to
Turkmenistan, notonlybilaterallybut also in
termsofourextendedneighbourhoodconcept

and role in India-Central Asia partnership,"
SanjayVerma,SecretaryWestintheMEA,told
reportersinNewDelhionWednesday.
Turkmenistan possesses very large re-

serves of natural gas. “Turkmenistan is also
strategicallyplaced inCentralAsiaandcon-
nectivityissomethingonwhichwefeelpart-
nership with Turkmenistan will pay divi-
dends.Wehaveofferedalineofcreditworth
USD1billion toCentral Asian countries, in-
cludingTurkmenistan,”Vermasaid.
HealsosaidAfghanistanwill figure in the

president'stalkswiththeTurkmenleadership.

INRAJYASABHA

CongressMP
VivekTankha

CongMP tables Bill
for rehabilitation of
Kashmiri Pandits

TIMEOUT
BJPMPsAnilBaluniandSyedZafar IslamatParliamentHouseonFriday.PTI

Industrial corridor projects:
states sluggish, says Goyal

40 yrs after treaty, Antarctic Bill introduced in LS

UnionMinister JitendraSinghspeaks
inLokSabhaonFriday.PTI

In Pariksha Pe Charcha address, PM Modi urges
parents, teachers to let children follow dreams

‘AFTERCROSSINGTHEWHOLEOCEAN,WHYFEARDROWNINGATTHESHORE’

PMModiwithstudentsduringthe
event inNewDelhionFriday. PTI

President in Turkmenistan
to strengthen bilateral ties
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THE LOK SABHA on Friday passed The
Constitution (Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes) Orders (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2022, which seeks to
amendtheConstitutiontoincludeGondsand
associatedtribesintheScheduledTribes(ST)
category in fourdistrictsofUttarPradesh.
Replying to thedebate on theBill, Tribal

AffairsMinister ArjunMunda said the gov-
ernment is committed to the progress and
developmentofpeoplefromtribalcommu-
nitiesandareas they live in,andthat theBill
is a step in thatdirection.
Munda said theBillwaspassed in2002,

butthedistrictsconcernedinUPhadgotdi-
videdbythen.Asaresult,whileGondswere
notified as tribes, that statuswas not avail-
able to themin thenewdistricts.
The Bill seeks to includeGond, Dhuriya,

Nayak,Ojha,PathariandRajgondcommuni-
tiesintheSTlistinChandauli,Kushinagar,Sant
KabirNagar,andSantRavidasNagardistricts.
“SomememberssaidthisBillwasbrought

duetothe(Assembly)polls.Electionstakeplace

inthiscountryallyearround...”Mundasaid.
On Congress leader of theHouse Adhir

RanjanChaudhary’scriticismthatthegovern-
mentisdoinglittleforthepeoplefromSTcom-
munities,Munda said, “In 2013-14 (under
Congress-ledUPA),therewere167sanctioned
Eklavya residential schools. Today, thatnum-
beris669.Inyour(UPA's)time,therewere119
functional schools, today there are367 such
schools.Inyourtime,theper-studentcostwas
Rs42,000,todayitisRs1.9lakh.Inyourtime,the
budgetallocationwasRs976crore,todayitisRs
2,546crore. In thenext five years,we are al-
locatingRs28,000crore.”
Chaudhary said he is supporting the Bill

but the government has failed tribal people.
“Wehave the largest populationof tribals in
theworld,butwhenyousaytribalbelttheim-
agecreated isoneof starvation,poverty, lack
ofeducationandpoorhealthcare.Itshowsal-
thoughwe talk about them, the facilitieswe
needtoprovidearenotthere,”hesaid.
CongressMPfromKoraput,SaptgiriUlaka,

slammed the government over tribal land
giventoindustryand5lakhtribalfamiliesbe-
ingdisplaced.HealsocriticisedBJPMPswho
raisedtheissueofdenyingreservationrights
totribalswhoconvert tootherreligions.

PresidentRamNathKovindandFirst
LadySavitaKovinddepart fromDelhi.
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NCP LEADER
Supriya Sule on
Fridayintroduced
a private mem-
ber's Bill that
seekstogiveequal
rightsofmarriage
to the LGBTcom-
munity. The Bill
proposes that af-
ter Section 4 of
the Special
Marriage Act,
1954,aninsertion
bemadethat“notwithstandinganythingcon-
tainedinthisActoranyotherlawforthetime
being in force, amarriage between any two
personsof samesexmaybe solemnizedun-
derthisAct”.
The only condition the Bill puts is that if

thepartnersaremale,theyshouldbeatleast
20yearsold,andwomenpartnersatleast18
yearsof age.TheBill alsoseeks toreplaceall
references in the Special Marriage Act to
“husbandandwife”withtheword“spouse”.
“In2018,theSupremeCourtstruckdown

an archaic, draconian legislation of IPC —
Section 377. Through this landmark judg-
ment, Navtej Singh Johar v Union of India,
homosexuality was effectively decrimi-
nalised.Whilethiswasamuch-needed,pro-
gressiveleapforward,LGBTQIA+individuals
still face discrimination and social stigma
withinsociety,”Sulesaidinaseriesoftweets
after introducing theBill.
“Therefore, it is of utmost importance to

amend the SpecialMarriageAct, 1954, to le-
galise same-sexmarriage, andprovide legal
recognition tomarried LGBTQIA couples.
DoingthiswillensurethatArticle14andArticle
21of theConstitutionareupheld,andensure
that#LGBTQIA+couplesareprovidedwiththe
Equalrightstheyareentitledto,”sheadded.
ThestatementofObjectsandReasonsof

the Bill says, “While the determination of
one’s sexual orientation has been realised,
LGBTQIAindividualsarestillunabletomarry
and create their own families. In addition,
LGBTQIA couples have no access to rights
that heterosexual couples are entitled to
uponmarriage, suchas succession,mainte-
nanceandpensions,etc.Therefore,it isofut-
most importance to amend the Special
MarriageAct,1954,tolegalisesame-sexmar-
riage, andprovide Iegal recognition tomar-
riedLGBTQIAcouples.”

NCP’s Supriya
Sule brings Bill to
legalise same-sex
marriage

PTI

SupriyaSule

New Delhi



KANCHANVASDEV
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THE PUNJAB Assembly Friday
passed a resolution reiterating
state'sclaimonChandigarh, the
capital it shares jointly with
Haryana, with Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann accusing the
Centre of “trying to upset this
balance”intheadministrationof
the Union Territory and other
common assets “throughmany
of itsrecentactions”.Theresolu-
tion, moved by Mann, was
passed by the House by a voice
vote in the absence of the two
BJP legislators, who had earlier
stagedawalkout.
The one-day special session

of theAssemblywascalleddays
afterUnionHomeMinisterAmit
Shah announced that central
service rules will apply to the
employees of Chandigarh. On
March29,TheMinistryofHome
Affairsissuedanotificationstat-
ing that employees of
Chandigarh UT administration
willgetsamepayandotherben-
efitsasthoseworkingunderthe
central government. Under the
rules, retirement age of
Chandigarh employeeswill in-
crease from 58 to 60 years and
women employees will get
childcare leave of two years in-
steadof thecurrentoneyear.
Movingtheresolution,Mann

asked the Centre to honour the
principles of federalism en-
shrined in the Constitution and
nottotakeanystepswhichmay
disturb the balance of the ad-
ministration of Chandigarh and
thatof othercommonassets.
"Punjab was reorganised

through the Punjab
Reorganisation Act, 1966

wherein,thestateofPunjabwas
reorganised into the state of
Haryana, Union Territory of
Chandigarh and some parts of
Punjab were given to the then
Union Territory of Himachal
Pradesh. Since then, a balance
wasmaintainedintheadminis-
tration of common assets like
the Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB), byway of giving
managementpositions in some
proportion to the nominees of
the state of Punjab and state of
Haryana,”Mannsaid.
The CM said that through

many of its recent actions the
Centre has been trying to upset
this balance. "... recently central
governmenthaspostedofficers
fromoutsidetoChandigarhand
hasintroducedcentralcivilserv-
ice rules for employees of
Chandigarh administration,
which goes completely against
the understanding in the past,"
the resolutionsaid.
Reiterating the state's claim

on the Chandigarh, Mann said,
“In all past precedents, when-

everastatehasbeendivided,the
capital remainswith theparent
state.Punjab,therefore,hasbeen
laying its claim for complete
transferofChandigarhtoPunjab.
In the past, this House has
passed a number of resolutions
urging the Centre to transfer
Chandigarh toPunjab.”
While members of the rul-

ing Aam Aaadmi Party, mem-
bers of the Opposition, includ-
ing Congress, Shiromani Akali
Dal and Bahujan Samaj Party,
supported the resolution, BJP
member Ashwini Sharma op-
posed it. Sharma said the reso-
lution is aimed at misleading
the “innocent people of the
state to cover up for the non-
performance of the successive
governments”.
Meanwhile, Congress gen-

eral secretary Randeep
SurjewalaFridaydubbedtheres-
olution passed by the Punjab
Assembly for transfer of
Chandigarhtoitasa"merepiece
of paper"havingnomeaning.

WITHPTI INPUTS
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OFF THE BLOCK
STICKINGTOtheparty’s line that ithasnotimeto lose,and is
alwaysinelectionmode,BJPhasalreadystartedpreparations
inHimachal Pradesh andGujarat, where Assembly polls are
duelaterthisyear,andKarnataka,whichisslatedtogotopolls
nextyear.OnFriday,partychief JPNaddaconvenedameeting
inHimachalPradesh,withparticipationof key leadersof the
party'sstatecorecommittee,alongwithgeneralsecretary(or-
ganisation)BLSantosh.Inthecomingmonths,allthreestates
will see multiple programmes involving PrimeMinister
NarendraModi and Union HomeMinister Amit Shah, it is
learnt. Naddawill also have several programmes lined up in
HimachalPradeshandGujarat. In fact,hehasmadeitclear to
party leaders that BJP’s preparations for the next Assembly
electionbeganonFriday.

GARB BARB
THEHEARING of amatter pertaining toMahatmaGandhi’s
SabarmatiAshramintheSupremeCourtonFridaysawsome
exchangesoverkhadi.SenioradvocateIndiraJaising,whoap-
peared for petitioner Tushar Gandhi, told Solicitor General
TusharMehta,whorepresentedtheGujaratgovernment,that
shewaswearingakhadi saree. “Onavery, very lighternote,
SolicitorGeneral, fortoday'shearingIamwearingakhadisa-
ree,”shesaid.Mehta,however,didnotseemamusedandex-
claimed, “Wearing a khadi saree...wearing khadi can’t be a
laughingmatter tobestatedona lighter side.”

FUEL FOR A DIG
WhenUnionminister ArjunMunda started dishing out fig-
uresongovernmentspendingonpeoplefromtribalcommu-
nities,comparedtotheUPAyears,toprovethattheNarendra
Modi government had spentmoremoney, Congress leader
of LokSabhaAdhirRanjanChaudharyasked, “Whatwasthe
priceofpetrolduringour(UPA)time?”WhenChaudharyjok-
ingly repeated thequery, it had evenmembers of the treas-
urybenches laughing.

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,APRIL 1

CALLINGPUNJABgovernment’s
resolutionseekingtransferof the
UnionTerritoryof Chandigarh to
thestatea“one-sided”movethat
is “meaningless”, HarIIMAyana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
KhattaronFridaysaidChandigarh
isthejointcapitalofHaryanaand
Punjabandwillremainso.
Addressing the media in

Gurgaon, Khattar said,
“Chandigarhwasmadecapitalof
both states. The ratio of 60:40
(Punjab Reorganisation Act) in
employees, buildings, etc, is con-
tinuingforlong.”
Hesaid, “... This isnot the first

timethishascomeup.Theseres-
olutionshavebeenbrought ear-
lieraswell.Thereisnopointinrec-
ommending such a
resolution…since this isnotonly
a subject of Punjab but also of
Haryana...”. HesaidtheSupreme
Court had once held that
HimachalPradeshhasrightto7.19
percentofChandigarh’slandun-
der Punjab Reorganisation Act,
1966.“It isadifferentmatterthat
Himachal Pradesh has declared
Shimlaasitscapital...,”hesaid.
EmphasisingthatChandigarh

is capital of both Punjab and
Haryana, “aur dono ki hi rahegi
(will remain the capital of both
states)”,Khattarsaid,“...Thisone-
sided resolution is bemaani
(meaningless).”

VISHWASWAGHMODE
MUMBAI, APRIL 1

MAHARASHTRAHOMEMinister
andNCP leaderDilipWalse-Patil
on Friday met Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray in the back-
dropof Shiv Sena’s unhappiness
with theNCP for allegedly going
soft on theBJP.While Thackeray
dismissed reports of himbeing
unhappywithWalse-Patil, Sena
MPSanjayRautsaidthestatepo-
liceneedtobeguidedproperlyfor
smoothfunctioning.
Following the meeting be-

tween the CMandWalse-Patil,
Raut said that the Maha Vikas
Aghadi governmentwould not
take any action out of political
vengeance,asitwasbeingdoneby
thecentralinvestigativeagencies.
Earlierintheday,Rauttoldme-

diapersons, “The homedepart-
mentneeds tobemore efficient
andstrict.Theactionsbythecen-
tral investigative agencies are an
attackon thehomedepartment.
Thosewhohandle lawandorder
and have the policemachinery
should pay serious attention. If
anyoneistakingastepslowly,they
aremakingtheirowngallows.”
He added that the homede-

partment would have to take
drasticsteps.“Else,itwilldiganew
pitforitselfeveryday.”
The Indian Express had re-

ported on Thursday that
ThackerayhadtakenupwithNCP
chiefSharadPawartheissueofthe
NCPallegedlygoingsoftontheBJP
even asmembers of the ruling
coalitionwereallegedlybeingtar-
geted by central investigative
agencies.

Hours after Raut’s remarks,
Walse-Patil met Thackeray on
Friday. Themeetingwent on for
anhour.
However, immediately after

themeeting, Thackeray issued a
statementdismissingreportsthat
hewasunhappywith thehome
minister. “Suchnews is false and
distorting. I have full faith inmy
colleagues and they are doing a
goodjob,”saidThackeray.
Interestingly,Walse-Patilmet

ThackerayandRautseparatelyon
Friday evening.Walse-Patil said
there isnoquestionof goingsoft
on the BJP. “I don’t understand
what a soft or hard stand is.
Ultimately, decisions are taken
basedonpapersandfacts...Incase
there is anythingwrong, action
willbe taken,”hesaid.Headded
that theCMhasalreadyclarified
the issue through his office.
“There is no question of anyone
being upset...,” saidWalse-Patil.
He further said that his depart-
mentwould rectify any short-
coming in any case. “Raut’s feel-
ings are right. If there are any
shortcomingsonourpart,wewill
trytorectifythem.”
Whilethereisspeculationthat

Senawants the homeportfolio
fromNCP, Raut said that there
wouldbenochange in theexist-
ing portfolio allocation.When
askedthesamequestion,Walse-
Patilsaid,“Idon'tthinkso.”

DARSHANDEVAIAHBP
BENGALURU,APRIL 1

UNION HOME Minister Amit
ShahonFridayattendedthe115th
Shivakumar Swamiji Jayanti in
Tumakuru, an event hosted by
Siddaganga Mutt. He said the
NarendraModigovernmentwas
treadingonthepathshownbythe
lateShivakumaraSwamijibyim-

plementing
'Trividha
Dasoha'
(three-
prongedcom-
mensality) of-
fering free
food, educa-
tion and shel-
ter.
“The BJP

governmenthas
implemented
theprinciplesof
Shivakumara

Swamijionground.Wearegiving
five kg rice, given a newdimen-
sion to education through the
newNational Education Policy
(NEP)whereanyonecangettech-
nical andmedical education in
theirownlanguageandgaveroof
to three crore people in seven
years. During theCovid-19pan-
demic,80crorepeopleweregiven
freemeals,"Shahsaid.
Meanwhile, CM Basavaraj

Bommai,announcedtonamethe
mid-day meal scheme after
Shivakumar Swami. The request
tonamethe schemeaftertheseer
wasmade by formerKarnataka
CMBSYediyurappaandhissonB
YVijayendra,BJPvice-president.

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

THEUNIONMinistryofEducation
has suspended the Director of
National Institute of Technology,
AndhraPradesh, Prof CSPRao, in
the light of the ongoing CBI in-
quiries against himover corrup-
tionchargesincludingappointing
five unqualified people and ac-
ceptingbribesforawardingPhD.
Sources said Ministry of

Education Joint Secretary (NIT)
SaumyaGuptaissuedthesuspen-
sion order onMarch 29, asking
Prof Rao to not leave the
Tadepalligudemheadquartersof
the institutewithoutpermission

from the competent authority.
Raohad takencharge asdirector
onMarch22,2018.
TheCBIhasnamedProfRaoas

anaccusedintwoFIRs,lodgedon
February16.OneFIRalleges that
Prof Raoby “misusing andabus-
inghisofficialpositionandbyin-
dulging in corrupt practices, re-
cruitedineligibleandunqualified
candidates for various posts in
National Institute of Technology,
AndhraPradesh”.
The appointments under

scanner include that of oneRam
PrasadasaPublicRelations-cum-
LiaisonOfficer(PRO); Annapurna
ChekkalapalliandGopalaKrishna
Kapaka as Superintendents; VV
SureshBabuas JuniorAssistant;

andVeereshKumar as assistant
professor.
The FIR alleges that as PRO,

RamPrasad drew a salary of Rs
50000permonth,earningabout
Rs 5 lakh. The recruitmentwas
done without following the
RecruitmentRulesofNITandthe
post of PRO post is not sanc-
tioned forNITAndra Pradesh, it
adds. The other four appoint-
mentsweremadebydisregard-
ing the eligibility criteria and
providing age relaxations of up
to13years.
“The candidates whowere

given age relaxation and ap-
pointedinvariouspostsbySriCSP
Rao,Director, are not eligible for
agerelaxation. FurtherC.S.P.Rao,

Director,NIT,APhasnopowersto
relax the age limit. CSP Rao,
Director, National Institute of
Technology, Tadepalligudam,
AndhraPradesh,byabusinghisof-
ficialpositionenteredintoacon-
spiracywiththe ineligiblecandi-
dates,”theFIR,whichalsonames
thosewhowere appointed al-
legedlyunlawfully,states.
ThesecondFIRrelates toProf

Rao’s alleged acceptance of
bribery fromvariouspersons in-
cludingacateringserviceprovider
in theNITAndhra Pradesh cam-
pus anda student. “Information
revealed that CSPRao, Director,
NITAPwasthePh.Dguidetoone
N.VishnuMurthy,while hewas
doing Ph.D fromNIT,Warangal.

He demanded and obtained an
amountofRs.1.5lakh andatread-
millasillegalgratificationfromN.
VishnuMurthy to award Ph.D
Degree,”accordingtotheFIR.
It adds that Nerella

Subrahmanyam of SS Caterers
transferredatotalRs2.04 lakhto
MurthytobepaidasbribetoProf
Rao. It also chargesMurthywith
handing over bribe amounts to
Prof Rao in lieu of making ap-
pointments.
“VishnuMurthy received a

total amount of Rs. 5.5 lakhs
from Smt Dhana Lakshmi,
Associate Professor at NIT,
Nagaland for getting posting at
NIT Puducherry in his ac-
count…”says thesecondFIR.

UP govt makes
masks voluntary

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,APRIL 1

THEBIHARgovernmentsaidthat
itcannotallotlandto14Kendriya
Vidyalayasinthestatebecausethe
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
(KVS) has refused to give awrit-
tenguaranteeofadmittingatleast
50percentlocals.
“Wearenotgoing togive five

acrelandforfreetoKVSonitscon-
dition.Wehavemadeitclearthat
KVSmustgiveusawrittenguar-
anteeofadmittingat least50per
cent local students in the school.
Sincetheyhaverefusedit,weare
notgivinganylandtoKVS,”Bihar
educationministerVijayKumar
Choudhary told the Bihar
Legislative Assembly, on
Thursday.
There is aminimumrequire-

mentoffiveacrelandtofulfillthe
criterionofacentralschool.With
the state government opening a
higher secondary school in each
panchayat, thestategovernment
doesnotlookkeenonsupporting
central schools. The state has 52
Kendriya Vidyalayas but 14 of
these52 schools are functioning
frombuildingsofotherschools.
In June 2017, the then addi-

tionalcommissioner(administra-
tion),KVS,GKSrivastavawroteto
theEducationSecretary of Bihar
saying, “While the KVS cannot
giveanundertakingofadmitting
minimum50% andmaximum
75%locals,itisworthmentioning
thatenrollmentofBiharstudents
inexistingKendriyaVidyalayasis
62.07%.”

Shah: Modi govt
implementing
teachings of
Lingayat seer

UnionHome
Minister
AmitShah

Govt suspends NIT Andhra director amid graft probe

Demand for 50%
local quota: Bihar
refuses land to KVs

Khattar hits back:
Chandigarh is, will
remain capital of
Haryana, Punjab

PunjabCMBhagwantMannspeaksduringtheone-day
special sessionofVidhanSabhaonFriday.KamleshwarSingh

Punjab Housepasses resolution
reiteratingclaimonChandigarh
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AMIDOPPOSITIONby a section
of itsfaculty,theIndianInstitute
of Management Ahmedabad
(IIM-A)announcedFridaythatit
will unveil itsnewlogo in June.
IIM-A's new logo, according

to a statement by the institute's
communications team,will re-
taintheSanskritshlokaonitsex-
istingone, aswell as the lattice-
work of the city's Siddi Saiyyed
Mosque .
“Evaluation,exploration,de-

velopmentofwordmark,devel-
opment of brandmarkwere all
kept inmindwhile coming up
withthefinaldesignrecommen-
dations,” thestatement said.
The IIM-A said the institute

found the need to refresh its
logowhile revamping its web-
site. Its statement, however,
madenoreferencetotheallega-
tion of some faculty members
that the decision to change the
logowastakenwithoutconsult-
ing them.
The new logowill be be out

when the annual vacation ends
in June, emphasisingwhile the
logo carries the Sanskrit shloka
- Vidya Viniyogat Vikasa - as in
theoriginal,thecolourrendition
hasbeenimprovedandthefonts
modernised.
“The jaali-inspired brand

mark has been made more
amenable to communication in
digital media and the brand
namemademore distinct,” the
statement said.

POLICENEEDGUIDANCE,SAYSRAUT

IIM-A logo to retain
old features; to be
released in June

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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ASENIORGoaBJP leader Friday
saidDrBRAmbedkarhadchosen
to convert to Buddhism rather
thanIslamorChristianity,andthat
if five lakh of his Dalit followers
had become Muslim, “there
wouldbeanotherPakistaninthis
country”.
State BJP General Secretary

(Organisation)SatishDhondwas
speakingataprogrammeinPanaji
tomark theBJP’s pollwin; Chief
MinisterPramodSawantwasalso
present.“He(Ambedkar)suffered
alotasaDalitbutdespitethathe

didnotbecomeaChristian,hedid
not becomeaMuslim.Whenhe
saidthathewantedtochangehis
religion,theNizamofHyderabad
wrote to himand offered hima
huge sumofmoney... But hedid
notbecomeaMuslim.Christians
triedveryhardtoconverthimbut
hesaidno,”saidDhond.
Hewenton: “... All the things

he wrote in the Constitution
(equality, brotherhood)were all
thereinBuddhism... Ifhehadbe-
comeaMuslim, if five lakhDalits
(his followers) in this country
would have becomeMuslims.
What would have happened?
TherewouldbeanotherPakistan
inthiscountry.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL 1

AfterDelhiandMaharashtra,Uttar
Pradesh government on Friday
madewearingmasksvoluntaryin
thestateamidasteadydropinthe
numberofCovid-19cases.
“Takingintoconsiderationthe

present scenario, it has beende-
cided not to extend UP Public
Health and Epidemic Diseases
Control Act. Thismeans that not
wearingmaskswillnotbeapun-
ishable offence any longer,”
Additional Chief Secretary
(Medical and Health) Amit
MohanPrasadsaid.

Ambedkar became Buddhist not
Muslim, Christian: BJP leader

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THEBIGGESTchallengebeforethe
Congresspartyinitsbidtoreturn
topower inKarnataka in2023 is
theunityamongthestateleaders,
party vice-president Rahul
Gandhi said at a preparatory
meetinginBengaluruonFriday.
“Allofyoumustfightasaunit.

Thisisyourbiggestresponsibility.
Youaredoingittosomeextentbut
youwill have todo itwithmore
intensity.Allmustworktogether
to bag at least 150 seats,” Rahul
said amid concerns that differ-
encesbetweentopleaders,espe-
cially state chief DKShivakumar
and former CM Siddaramaiah,
coulddisruptthepartyprospects
inthepollsdueinearly2023.
Rahul said merit should be

theonly consideration for iden-
tifying leaders. “Wemust pro-
mote people on the basis of
merit.Whenwecometopower,
wemust suitably rewardwork-
ers who have given blood and
tears for the party,” the former
Congresspresident said.
Theissueofgagordersagainst

commentingonissuesofminori-
ties also cameupat themeeting
withveterans likeSiddaramaiah
andMallikarjunKhargepressing
for the need to stand up formi-
noritiestowintheirtrust.
“The people who stand be-

hind you and strengthen you,
thosewho have supported you
over the years—wemust learn
tospeakupfor them.Whenmi-
norities and the downtrodden
areintrouble, ifwedonotstand
bythemthenothers,too,willnot

comewithus.Wehavetounder-
stand this,” leader of the
Congress party in the Rajya
SabhaMallikarjunKhargesaid.
Former chief minister

Siddaramaiah argued that the
Congresspartyhastheresponsi-
bility of protectingminorities,
backwardclasses,andDalits.
“Minoritiesareanxious,they

areof theviewthatthereshould
bemore people speaking upon
their behalf. Many people from
theminoritycommunitieshave
spoken tome on this issue. The
Congress partymust be aggres-
siveonthis,”hesaid.
Earlier, state Congress presi-

dent D K Shivakumar steered
clearof controversial issuesand
spokeabout thepreparationsof
the party towin the 2023 polls.
“Webelieveincollectiveleader-
ship. I believe in partyworship.
We are all here because of the
party,”hesaid.

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,APRIL 1

A SUDDEN spurt in political ac-
tivitiesinKarnataka—including
the ratcheting of right-wing
propagandainrecentdays—has
givenrisetospeculationthatthe
state may be headed for
Assembly elections before the
current BJP government’s term
ends inApril 2023.
StateCongresspresidentDK

Shivakumar, infact, let itslipata
press conference thisweek that
the Congress has information
thattheKarnatakaelectionswill
be announcedonNovember27
— inwhat is seen as a possible
reference to holding the
Karnataka polls in conjunction
withGujaratpolls.
Since the BJP’s win in four

Assembly elections earlier this
month, therehasbeen specula-
tion inpolitical circlesof theBJP
highcommandbeinginclinedto
conductearlypollsinKarnataka
to capitalise on themomentum
fromtherecentvictories.
Besides, the BJP hopes an

early electionwill help it over-
come some of the pressures of
anti-incumbency, close associ-
atesofseniorministersintheBJP
governmentindicated,pointing
tohowthestate-unitoftheparty
hasbeenrackedbyallegationsof
corruptionatmanylevels.Apart
from the Bitcoin scandal that
sawthearrestofaninternational
hacker, theoppositionhasbeen
flaggingallegationsby theState

Construction Contractors’
Association of demands being
placed by government officials
for a commission for awarding
contracts.
While saying theparty is yet

todecideongoinginforearlyelec-
tions, BJP sources said theywere
keen to ensure no new charges
come up against the party that
mightdamageitsprospectsinthe
run-uptotheelections.
Accordingtothesources,the

party knows that while it can
ride PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi’sappealanddevelopment
agenda, it will have to navigate
Karnataka’sdifficultcasteterrain
byusingHindutva.
Overthelastfewweeks,affil-

iatesoftherulingBJPintheSangh
Parivar — the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, the Hindu Jagarana
Vedike and right-wing groups
like the Bajrang Dal and the Sri
Rama Sena — have raised the
communalpitchinKarnataka,es-
peciallytargetingMuslims.
Besides the recent rowover

studentswearinghijabaspartof
their uniforms, there have been
callsbyright-winggroupsforpre-
ventingMuslim vendors from
participatingintemplefestivalsas
wellascallstoboycotthalalmeat
aftertheKarnatakaNewYearfes-
tivalofUgadionApril2.Whilethe
governmenthasofficiallysought
todistanceitself fromthesecam-
paigns,theyhavespunoutofcon-
trol,usually fannedbysocialme-
diaandstraycommentsbyparty
leaders. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Unity key to Cong prospects
in Karnataka polls, says Rahul

WHILECONGRESS ishoping
tocapitaliseon theanti-in-
cumbency factoragainstBJP
to return topower innext
year’sAssemblypolls in
Karnataka, thebiggest con-
cernamongCongresswork-
ers in thestate is a rivalry
betweenparty’s stateunit
chiefDKShivakumarand
formerCMSiddaramaiah.
The twoareknowntobe
keentopromote their re-
spective supporters.
Congress iswaryof thede-
velopmentof aPunjab-like
situation,where internal
differencesbrought the
partydowninrecentpolls.

Punjabworry,
rivalrywaryE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Congress leaderRahulGandhiwithparty’sKarnatakaunit
presidentDKShivakumar inBengaluruonFriday.PTI

KARNATAKA

As state BJP unit raises
pitch over hijab-halal,
talks of early elections

Maharashtra
ChiefMinister
Uddhav
Thackeray

Not unhappy with
home dept, have
full faith: Uddhav
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RETIRED SPORTS teacher Vijay
Barse is the real-life inspiration
behind Amitabh Bachchan’s
characterinthemovie Jhund.But
evenasthestoryof the77-year-
old fromNagpur emerged from
obscurity and received wide-
spread praise and attention fol-
lowingthefilm’srelease,hismis-
sion to use sports to help slum
childrenisfacinguncertaintybe-
causeof a lackof funds.
The 77-year-old retired

sports teacher from Nagpur’s
Hislop College is the founder of
the Slum Soccer organisation

that promotes football among
slumchildren.Heorganisedthe
first-ever Jhopadpatti Football
tournamentin2001afterwatch-
ingafewsuchkidspretendingto
play football by kicking around
an empty bucket. The competi-
tion was a major success and
saw128teamsparticipate.
Since then, Barse has organ-

ised 19 state inclusion tourna-
ments and inspired several or-
ganisations to set up similar
competitionsacrossIndia.Healso
organisesanationalslumfootball
eventwhosewinnersparticipate
in theHomelessWorld Cup and
coachesslumkidsathisacademy
thatadjoinshishome.
OnWednesday,thefour-day

State Inclusion Cup2022began
at the premises of Barse’s Krida
Vikas Sanstha after a two-year
enforced break because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. But funds
have dried up. This year, 12
men’steamsandeightwomen’s
teams fromacrossMaharashtra
are participating, a sharp drop
from48teams in2019.
Barse’s son Abhijeet, who is

theco-founderandCEOofSlum
Soccer, says sponsorships are
hard to come by since a lot of
companies have diverted their
corporate social responsibility
(CSR) funds to PM-CARES and
charities forCovid reliefwork.
“A lot of our previous spon-

sors have diverted their CSR

fundstothePM-CARESfundand
charities for Covid relief work.
Besides, some of their business
got affected and their policies
changed.Unfortunately,sportsis

not a top priority. In 2019, we
held state tournaments not just
in Maharashtra but also in
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
andHaryanawiththehelpof lo-

calNGOpartners.But,eventheir
fundshavedriedupthisyear,”he
adds.Barseisinahurrytoorgan-
isethestateandnationaltourna-
mentsastheywillbeusedtopick
teams for the HomelessWorld
CupthatwillbeheldinNewYork
in September. But, critical ac-
claimforJhundhasnottranslated
intosponsorships,headds.
“We thought that with so

much interest in the filmand so
many congratulatorymessages
coming in, the sponsorswould
comedirectly. Peoplewill come
forwardtomakeSlumSoccerbig-
ger, but that did not happen.
Initially,wewere not sure if we
couldorganisethenational tour-
namentaswellbutlocalauthori-

ties in Pune invited us to hold it
there andpromisedus support.
So, thenationalsarenextmonth.
Hence,we hurriedly organised
thestatetournamentnow.There
isa lotof interest fromslumchil-
dren,wehadtoturndownteams
becauseweneedtoarrangetheir
stay, food, transport. These 20
teamswilloccupyrooms,thehall
in our academy and if needed,
somecansleep inourhouse too.
Butthetournamentneedstohap-
pen,”BarsetellsTheIndianExpress.
Having travelled to various

events following the film’s re-
leaseearlier thismonth, the77-
year-old says he has not been
keepingwell the past few days
butisstill lookingforwardtoget-

tingbackonthefootballground.
He now dreams of opening a
full-fledged coaching academy
for slumfootball teams.
Explaining his father’s aspi-

ration,Abhijeetsays,"Atpresent,
wecanonlyprovidecoachingfor
a fewweeks to thosewhomwe
willtaketotheHomelessWorld
Cup.But, ifwewantanyreal tal-
ent to come out of these slums,
they need long-term coaching.
Wearehopingtostartafreeres-
idential coaching academy
wherewecanselectthebesttal-
ent fromacross India andcoach
them. Children from slums, or-
phans, homeless or street chil-
dren, thosewithaddictions,any
of themcanbe taken in.”

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,APRIL 1

THREEJOURNALISTSareamong
the 34 people arrested in con-
nectionwiththeleakofClassXII
UPBoardEnglishquestionpaper
in Ballia. The journalists have
beensent to judicial custody.
Whilepolicesaidthejournal-

ists were arrested on the “basis
of theirrole”inthepaperleak,at
leasttwoof thethreejournalists
haveallegedthattheyhavebeen
“framedforreportingonthepa-
perleak”.ThethreeBallia-based
journalists are Ajit Ojha and
Digvijay Singh of Amar Ujala
newspaper,andManojGuptaof
RashtriyaSaharanewspaper.
Ballia District Inspector Of

Schools (DIOS) BrijeshMishra is
alsoamongthosearrested.Police
had earlier said that several
teachers, including government
andprivateschoolteachers,have
been arrested. Following his ar-
rest,DigvijaySinghofAmarUjala
on Thursday told reporters that
the district administrationwas
tryingtosilencejournalistsforre-
portingonthepaper leak.
“I am the zonal in-charge of

Bharatiya Rashtriya Patrakar
Sangh and a correspondent of
AmarUjalaintheNagraregionof
Ballia... Based on (information
from)mysources,Igotthesolved
(Class X) Sanskrit question pa-
per... and sent it tomy newspa-
per.It(thereport)waspublished
inthenewspaper...Thenextday,
Amar Ujala got the (Class XII)
Englishpaper,whichalsogotre-
ported,” DigvijaySinghsaid.
“Ihavebeenharassed…Ifwe

publishedit(theleakedquestion
paper) inthenewspaper, thenit
shouldbeprobedhowthepaper
got leaked. They are repeatedly
askingmewhereIgotthepaper
from. I have told them that I got
it fromasource,”hesaid.
Police,however,havecontra-

dictedhis claim, saying that the
Class X Sanskrit paper was not
leaked. “That is not true as per
theinformationgatheredbyus,”

a seniorpoliceofficer said.
On Wednesday, when the

Class XII English paper had got
leaked,AjitOjha,whoworks for
Amar Ujala and is also an assis-
tant teacher, too had claimed
thathewasbeing framed.
“After thenews (of thepaper

leak)waspublished, I receiveda
phone call from DIOS (Brijesh
Mishra). He asked if I have the
questionpaperthathasgoneviral.
Itoldhimthatthequestionpaper
waspublishedinAmarUjala...The
questionsweredarkened,butyou
cansee.Heaskedmefortheques-
tionpaperonWhatsApp.Iignored
hisrequest,buthecalledmeagain
andaskedforthesame…Thenthe
DMcalledmeandasked for the
same.IsentittotheDMtoo,”Ojha
toldreportersonWednesday.
When contacted by The

Indian Express, Virendra Arya,
the Varanasi resident editor of
AmarUjala, said, “Wedidan in-
ternalprobeonthetwojournal-
ists(AjitOjhaandDigvijaySingh)
andtheywerefoundtobeinno-
cent.Wearewith them.”
The Indian Express reached

outtoRashtriyaSaharaResident
Editor (Lucknow) Vikas Shukla,
buthedeclined tocomment.
On the alleged role of the

journalists,BalliaSuperintendent
of Police Raj KaranNayyar said:
“Since the investigation is going
on, I can’t saywhat is the role of
the journalists. But the arrests
have beenmade based on their
roleandactionisbeingtakenac-
cordingly. The question paper
wasfoundwithoneperson,who
was anassistant teacher and in-
vigilator...Whenthetimecomes,
wewill releaseall thedetails.”
Despite repeated attempts

andtextmessages,BalliaDistrict
Magistrate Indra Vikram Singh
could not be reached for com-
ment.OnFriday,policearrested
10more people in connection
with the paper leak, taking the
totalnumberof arrests to34.
“The fresh10arrests include

parentsandguardianswhohad
acquired the (English) paper,”
theSPsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

THESUPREMECourtonFridayre-
jectedapleabytheMaharashtra
governmentchallenginganorder
oftheBombayHighCourt,which
dismissed its petitions for form-
inganSITtoprobethecorruption
case against former Home
MinisterAnilDeshmukh.
"It iscompleteredherring…

Ithoughtthestatewillseesome
sense.But,thesearedifferentna-
tureofbattles.Sorry,dismissed,"
JusticeSKKaul,presidingovera
two-judgeBench,said,rejecting
theappealagainsttheDecember
15,2021,HCorder.
Appearing for the state,

Senior Advocate C A Sundaram
sought to raise the issueof con-
flict of interest and told the
Bench,alsocomprisingJusticeM
M Sundresh, that current CBI
DirectorSubodhJaiswalwasthe
formerDGPofMaharashtraand
partof thePoliceEstablishment
Board that oversaw the transfer
andpostingsandthereforecan-
not investigate thematter.
“The present director of the

CBI at relevant time was the
Chairman of the establishment

board responsible for transfers.
Hewill eitherbepossiblyanac-
cused or definitely a witness. I
amnotgoingintothelikelihood
of bias, apersonwho is relevant
as a witness or an accused, he
wasdirectly involved,”hesaid.
He urged the Bench to ap-

pointanSIT toprobethematter
given the situation and said: “It
surely cannot be that a person
who is responsible for actions
complainedabout in FIR, be the
person toconduct investigation
regarding that.”
The court, however, did not

agreeandwentontodismissthe
plea. OnMarch 24, the SC had
junkedMaharashtra’sobjection
andtransferredtheinvestigation
on five FIRs filed against former
Mumbai police commissioner
ParambirSingh to theCBI.

Raipur:Police lathicharged trib-
alswhen theybecame “unruly”
during a protest against the
Raoghat ironoreminingproject
in Chhattisgarh's Narayanpur
district Friday. The protesters
claimedthat25peoplewere in-
jured in thepoliceaction.
According to thepolice, over

600 tribals fromvarious villages
gathered at Binjali village and
marched towards theCollector's
officeinnearbyNarayanpurtown
to submit a 20-pointmemoran-
dum, demanding that the
Rowghat project be shelved.
TribalsfromRowghatandnearby
villages have been protesting
againsttheminesintheregion.
OnFriday,thetribalsreached

the collectorate and sought an
audiencewith the Collector for
submittingamemorandumad-
dressed to theGovernor.
Police said the protesters

brokethroughthebarricadesand
reachedoutside theCollector of-
ficewhereseniorofficialstriedto
pacifythem.Subsequently,adel-
egation was allowed to meet
Collector Rituraj Raghuvanshi.
“However, they becameunruly.
That'swhenourpersonnel used
force,”saidapoliceofficer. ENS

SC junks Maharashtra’s
plea for SIT to probe graft
case against Deshmukh

AnilDeshmukh

WiththeHomelessWorldCupsettobeheld inSeptember,VijayBarse is inahurrytoorganisestateandnationalslumfootball tournaments

He inspired Jhund but not sponsors, slum soccer pioneer now seeks assists

VijayBarse (toprowseventhfromleft)withslumchildren
participating intheState InclusionCup,2022. Express

NAVEEDIQBAL
BIJBEHARA(ANANTNAG),
APRIL 1

THE LANE leading up to his
house, even the compound of
the house itself, is quiet. Two
days after Rayees Ahmad Bhat
was killed in a shootout in
Srinagar,hisfamilyisinastateof
resignedacceptance.
“I have no understanding of

whyhejoinedthemilitancy.Our
village, Veer, has had no active
militantssincetheearly90s,”his
elderbrotherSartajAhmadtold
The IndianExpressat theirhome
inBijbehara.Theyoffernoexpla-
nation forhisactionsordip into
nostalgia to look forone.
On August 6 last year, the

family says, he helped his
motherinthefields,thensaidhe

would visit his aunt. “After a
while mymother tried calling
him and his phone was off. I
thoughthemayhavegonetothe
gym and then tomy aunt’s.We
discovered he had not stopped
byeitherplace,” Sartaj said.
On Wednesday night, J&K

policesaidthatitreceivedinputs
of militant presence in the
RainawariareaofSrinagar.Inthe
ensuingencounter,twoLashkar-
e-Taibamilitants were killed—
HilalAhmadRahandBhat,both
residentsof Bijbehara.
Apresscardwaspurportedly

recovered fromthebodyof Bhat
that identifiedhimas theEditor-
in-ChiefofValleyNewsService,a
localnewsportal.OnThursday,his
familysaid theportalhadnofor-
mal arrangement. “The staffwas
notpaidanditwasmostlyjustrun
onaggregationof inputsfromhis

friendsinthecommunity.”
His family said there were

“no FIRs against him, he was
neverquestionedby thepolice”
to their knowledge and that
there were no known run-ins
with the laweither.
The 24-year-oldworked at a

gas agency in the town not far
fromhis house and helped his
parentsoutwithsome land they
own.Policesourcesalsosaidthat
there arenoknownantecedents
before hewentmissing in 2021.
The familyhadmadeappeals for
himtoreturnhome.“Eventhepo-
lice toldus thatwe should try to
convincehim to comeback. But
he nevermade contact andwe
hadnowayof reachinghim,”his
fatherAbdulHameedBhatsaid.
However,thepolice’sofficial

statement after the encounter
states that bothmilitants were

“categorised terrorists and part
ofgroupsinvolvedinseveralter-
rorcrimecasesincludingattacks
on police/security forces and
civilianatrocities”.
Bhat, or Rayees Veeri as he

waslocallycalled,hadbeenrun-
ning theweb portal just from a
laptop over the last four to five
years. He had a BA from IGNOU
and no formal training in jour-
nalism.“Itwasjustsomethinghe
was interested in,” his brother
said, “Enough to carry his iden-
titycardeventohisdeath.”
None of his colleagueswere

present at the house Thursday.
“Wecouldhavenever imagined
him taking the path he did,” his
uncle Ghulam Hassan Ganai
said. Sartaj added: “No family
wants to see their children dy-
ing. Eventually an individual’s
decisionsarehisown.”

ANISHADUTTA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

THE DIRECTORATE of Estates
under theMinistry of Housing
andUrbanAffairshas sentano-
tice to the All India Congress
Committee (AICC) for vacating
anaccommodation—C-II/109—
allotted to it inChanakyapuri.
The eviction notice under

Section38of thePublicPremises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act-1971, issued by
EstateOfficer states “I amof the
opiniononthegroundsspecified
below that you are in unautho-
rised occupation of the public
premisesmentionedinthesched-
ulebelowandthatyoushouldbe
evictedfromthesaidpremises”.
“Youhavebeencontinuingto

occupypublicpremisesasspec-
ifiedintheschedulebeloweven
after its allotment stands can-
celledw.e.f.26-06-2013videlet-
ter No. 7/259/94-TS dated
22.01.2015 issued by the
Directorate of Estates. Now,
therefore, in pursuance of sub-
section (1) of Section 38 of the
Public Premises Act-1971, 1
hereby call upon you to show
causewithinthreeworkingdays
at02:30pmforpersonalhearing
as to why an order of eviction
shouldnotbemade,” it added.
According to sources, the ac-

commodationwasallottedasan
officespacetotheAICCbutitwas
allegedly being used by parlia-
mentarians,currentlybyCongress
RajyaSabhaMPRajeevGowda.
Over the past week, the

Directorate of Estates has been
on an eviction-spree with its
teams evicting MP Chirag
Paswan from a bungalow allot-
ted to his father late RamVilas
Paswan. It also got 7, Moti Lal
NehruMarg, vacated that was
with BJP Lok Sabha member
Ram Shankar Katheria; and 10,
Pandit PantMarg, occupied by
Unionminister and BJPMP P C
Sarangi. OnMonday, themin-
istry will send its team to evict
former Union educationminis-
ter Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
from27,SafdarjungRoad, allot-
ted to Union AviationMinister
JyotiradityaScindia lastyear.
Noticesforevictionwerealso

sent earlier to former Union
ministersPrakashJavadekarand
HarshVardhan,whobothareno
longereligibleforType-VIII bun-
galows.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

STATING THAT motherhood
must not result in a situation
wherewomen are passed over
for promotions and hiring,
SupremeCourtjudge,JusticeBV
NagarathnaFridaysaidwhilethe
entry of women in the labour
forcewas increasing, the talent
was not getting retained due to
the absence of an alternative
caregiver for their children.
“As faras India is concerned,

it is rather disappointing... One
of the reasons is the inability to
findanalternatecaregiverwhen
they become parents and are
awayatworkwhichisacontrib-
utory factor to such a trend,”
Justice Nagarathna said during
the inauguration of a creche at
theDelhiHighCourt.
She said providing access to

quality childcare within a par-
ent's workplace is “a welcome
andsalutary initiative” thatwill
facilitate retention of women
within the labour force.
Stressingtheneedforreliable,

affordableandgood-qualitychild-
care,JusticeNagarathna,whowas
theguest of honour at theevent,
said no country, community or
economycanachieveitspotential
tomeet the challenges of devel-
opmentwithout full and equal
participationofwomen.
“I have believed thatmater-

nityshouldnotbeabarrierforthe
careers of women to plateau or
dip.Motherhoodmustnotresult
in a situationwherewomenare
passed over for promotions and
hiring.Providingaccesstoquality
childcareattheworkplacewould
playasignificantrole inensuring
thatmotherhood does not be-
comeabarrier towomen’s em-
powerment,”theSCjudgesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,APRIL 1

VICEADMIRALAjayKochharas-
sumed the post of National
DefenceAcademyCommandant
onFriday, replacingAirMarshal
SanjeevKapoor.
Vice Admiral Kochhar was

commissionedintheNavyinJuly
1988. He is a graduate of the
Defence Service Staff College,
Wellington;NavalWar College,
Mumbai; and Royal College of
DefenceStudiesattheUK."Inaca-
reer spanning 34 years, the Flag
Officerhasheldvariousimportant
appointments. He has been the
FleetCommanderoftheWestern
Fleetwhere he led the Fleet for
criticaloperationalmissions, for-
eignbilateralexercisesandHADR
takings,"amediareleasesaid.

J&K: At killed militant’s home, questions
over his path make way for acceptance

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

Foreseeing adecline in demand,
Bharat Biotech has announced
thatitwillslowdownproduction
of Covaxin after completing its
obligationstoprocurementagen-
cies. Covaxin is the secondmost
commonly used Covid-19 vac-
cineinIndiaandtheonlyonebe-
ing administered to those be-
tweenages15and17yearsunder
thegovernment’sprogramme.
The companywill focus on

facilitymaintenanceandprocess
optimisation. “Asall existing fa-
cilitieswere repurposed for the
manufacture of COVAXIN, with
continuous production during
thepastyear, tomeet thepublic
health emergencyof COVID-19,
these upgrades were due,” the
companystated.

Maternity should not be a
career barrier: SC Judge

Journalistsclaimbeing framed,cops
sayarrestedonthebasisof their role

UPpaper leak:
3 journalists
among34held

AICC gets govt
notice to vacate
Chanakyapuri
bungalow

Vice Admiral
Ajay Kochhar
is new NDA
Commandant

Bharat Biotech to
reduce Covaxin
production

NewDelhi:NepalPrimeMinister
Sher Bahadur Deuba Friday ar-
rivedinIndiaonathree-dayoffi-
cial visit and visited the head-
quarters of the BJP on the
invitationofpartychiefJPNadda.
Deubawas accompanied by

hisspouse,DrArzuRanaDeuba,
andfourNepalcabinetministers.
AccordingtoaBJP statement,

Nadda briefed PMDeuba about
the party structure, its welfare

activities during the pandemic,
and coordinationwith families
of childrenstuck inUkraine.
PM Deuba “endorsed”

Nadda’ssuggestionthat“thereisa
need for regular dialogue be-
tweentwopartiesateverylevel”,
thestatementsaid.Intheevening,
hemetExternalAffairsMinisterS
Jaishankar. PMNarendraModi
andDeubawillholdbilateraltalks
onSaturday. ENS

NepalPMSherBahadurDeubawithBJPpresident JPNadda
at theBJPheadoffice inNewDelhi, Friday.PremNathPandey

KIRANPARASHAR
BENGALURU,APRIL 1

FIVEBAJRANGDalworkerswere
arrested in Bhadravathi in
Karnataka’sShivamoggadistrict
onThursdayinconnectionwith
twoincidentsofassaultoverthe
saleofhalalmeat,thepolicesaid
onFriday.
ShivamoggaSuperintendent

ofPoliceBMLaxmiPrasadsaida
group of 10-15men, including
theaccused,wenttoabutcher’s
shop around 12.30 pm on
Wednesday and asked for non-
halal meat. When owner Syed
Ansar’s relative Tousif asked
themtogoaway,theaccusedal-
legedlyassaulted the two.
About an hour later, the ac-

cusedwent to a nearby hotel in
the Old Bhadravathi area and
confronted hotelier Osama
Hunain over the sale of halal
meat, said the police. The ac-
cused allegedly attacked both

Hunain and his friend Aditya,
whohadtried to intervene.
The police identified the ac-

cused as Vadivelu, Shrikantha,
SavayiSingh,Krishna,andRamu
alias Gunda. Sources in the po-
lice said all five had been re-
leasedonstationbail.

On the same day as the
Shivamogga arrests, two right-
wingworkersvisitedamarketin
Bengaluru’sChamarajpetareato
urgepeoplenottobuyhalalmeat.
As theywere distributing pam-
phlets, local people confronted
thetwoandsentthemback.

This latestHinduright-wing
campaign comes in thewakeof
the hijab controversy and a
growingbanonMuslimtraders
fromsettingupstallson temple
premisesorat temple fairs. Like
in Shivamogga and Bengaluru,
therehavebeenreportsofright-
winggroupsgoingdoor todoor
inotherpartsof thestatesuchas
Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
Chikkamagaluru, andMysuru,
distributing leaflets and urging
peopletopurchasegroceriesand
meatonly from“Hindushops”.
Thecampaign,whichstarted

onlineaboutaweekago,gained
momentumearlierthisweekaf-
ter organisations such as the
Hindu Janajagruthi Samiti, Sri
Rama Sene, and Bajrang Dal is-
suedcalls for theremovalof ha-
lal certification from the sign-
boardsofmeat shops.
Sri Rama Sene founder

PramodMuthalikhasbeenalleg-
ing that themoneyearned from
sellinghalal productswasbeing

usedtofundbailforjailedterror-
ists. OnMarch 29, BJP national
secretaryandChikmagalurMLA
CTRavi claimed that the sale of
halal meat amounts to “eco-
nomic jihad”.
Thehalal boycott calls come

aheadof theKannadaNewYear
festivalofUgadionApril2.Meat
traderssaythat thedayafter,on
‘Varshadodaku’, when many
Hindus eatmeat, their sales go
up and their turnover is usually
aroundRs2 lakh.
Arepresentativeofanorgan-

isation representing the state’s
butchers said hewas not wor-
ried about the campaign. “We
arenotbotheredabout this fake
propaganda run by a few indi-
viduals.Anypersonattheendof
the day wants to eat good and
healthymeat. If someone pro-
vides themwith this, then the
customerswillgotothem,”said
All India Jamiathul Quresh's
Karnataka president Khasim
ShoaiburRahamanQureshi.

AllegedBajrangDalworkersataShivamoggameatshop.Express

KARNATAKAHALALMEATBOYCOTT

Five Bajrang Dal men held for ‘assault’, bailed

Nepal PM visits BJP HQ

In Chhattisgarh,
cops lathicharge
tribals opposing
mining, 25 hurt

New Delhi



IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F AF¶FIYFSXe AF¹FböY, LXØFeÀF¦FPX, SXF¹F´FbSX

½F¿FÊ 2022-23 IZY dÕXE ·FFa¦F IYe ±FûIY E½Fa ·FFa¦F/·FFa¦F-§FûMXF IYe RbYMXIYSX
QbIYF³FûÔ IYF AF½FZQ³F ´Fi¯FFÕXe Aa°F¦FÊ°F ½¹F½FÀ±FF´F³F

IiY¸FFaIY/AF¶F./NZXIYF/2022/1759 SXF¹F´FbSX, dQ³FFaIY 30.03.2022
jSXFª¹F ¾FFÀF³F õFSXF dÕXE ¦F¹FZ d³F¯FÊ¹F A³FbÀFFSX ÀF½FÊ ÀFF²FFSX¯F IYe ªFF³FIYFSXe E½Fa ·FFa¦F IYe ±FûIY
E½Fa ·FFa¦F/·FFa¦F-§FûMXF IYe RbYMXIYSX NZXIZYQFSXûÔ IYe d½F¾FZ¿F ªFF³FIYFSXe IZY dÕXE SXFª¹F ¾FFÀF³F IZY
AFQZ¾FF³FbÀFFSX ¹FWX ÀFc¨F³FF ´FiIYFd¾F°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`X IYe, LXØFeÀF¦FPX SXFª¹F ¸FZÔ ·FFa¦F IYe ±FûIY E½Fa
·FFa¦F/·FFa¦F-§FûMXF IYe RbYMXIYSX QbIYF³FûÔ IZY dÕXE ÕXF¹FÀFZÔÀF, AF½FZQ³F ´Fi¯FFÕXe Aa°F¦FÊ°F ½F¿FÊ 2022-
23 A±FFÊ°F dQ³FFaIY 01 ¸FBÊ, 2022 ÀFZ 31 ¸FF¨FÊ, 2023 °FIY IYe A½Fd²F WZX°Fb ÀFFSX¯Fe ¸FZa
½Fd¯FÊ°F d°Fd±F E½Fa À±FF³FûÔ ¸FZÔ dQ³FFaIY 31.03.2022 ÀFZ 20.04.2022 °FIY A½FIYF¾F IZY dQ³Fû
IYû LXûOXIYSX IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F ÀF¸F¹F ¸FZÔ d³F²FFÊdSX°F ´Fi´FÂF ¸FZZÔ ÀF¸FÀ°F Aü´F¨FFdSXöYFAûa IYe ´Fcd°FÊ ´F¾¨FF°F
AF½FZQ³F ´FÂF ªF¸FF dIY¹FZ ªFF ÀFIZÔY¦FZÜ ·FFa¦F IYe ±FûIY E½Fa ·FFa¦F/·FFa¦F-§FûMXF IYe RbYMXIYSX QbIYF³FûÔ
IYe A³FbÄFd´°F IZY dÕXE EIY ÀFZ Ad²FIY AF½FZQ³F ´FiF´°F WXû³FZ ´FSX A³FbÄFF´F³F ´FiFd²FIYFSXe õFSXF
dQ³FFaIY 21.04.2022 IYû Qû´FWXSX 03.00 ¶FªFZ ÀFZ k¸FZ³¹FbAÕX ÕXFGMXSXel IZY ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ
A³FbÄFd´°F²FFdSX¹FûÔ IYF ¨F¹F³F dIY¹FF ªFF½FZ¦FFÜ ·FFa¦F IYe ±FûIY E½Fa ·FFa¦F/·FFa¦F-§FûMXF IYe RbYMXIYSX
QbIYF³FûÔ IZY ½¹F½FÀ±FF´F³F IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ Ad²FÀFcd¨F°F LXØFeÀF¦FPX ·FFa¦F d³F¹F¸F, 2021 ¸FZÔ ´FiF½F²FFd³F°F
d³F¹F¸F, ¾F°FZÊ, ¾Fb»IY, OëcMXe QSmÔX ¸FFQIY ´FQF±FûÊ IYe J´F°F AFdQ IYe ªFF³FIYFSXe, ±FûIY d½FIiY¹F
ÕXF¹FÀFZÔÀF IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ AF¶FIYFSXe AF¹FböY IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F E½Fa RbYMXIYSX d½FIiY¹F ÕXF¹FÀFZÔÀFûÔ IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F
¸FZZÔ ÀFa¶Fad²F°F dªFÕXû IZY CX´FF¹FböY AF¶FIYFSXe/ÀFWXF¹IY AF¹FböY AF¶FIYFSXe/dªFÕXF AF¶FIYFSXe
Ad²FIYFSXe IZY IYF¹FFÊÕX¹FûÔ ÀFZ A½FIYF¾F IZY dQ³FûÔ IYû LXûOXIYSX dIYÀFe ·Fe dQ³F IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F ÀF¸F¹F
¸FZÔ ´FiF´°F IYe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`XÜ dIYÀFe IYFSX¯F½F¾F d³F²FFÊdSX°F d°Fd±F E½Fa ÀF¸F¹F ¸FZÔ A³FbÄFd´°F²FFSXe IZY
¨F¹F³F IYe IYF¹FÊ½FFWXe ´Fc¯FÊ ³FWXe WXû³FZ IYe ´FdSXdÀ±Fd°F ¸FZa ±FûIY ÕXF¹FÀFZÔÀF WZX°Fb AF¶FIYFSXe AF¹FböY
E½Fa RbYMXIYSX ÕXF¹FÀFZÔÀF WZX°Fb IYÕZX¢MXSX õFSXF §Fûd¿F°F d°Fd±F E½Fa ÀF¸F¹F ¸FZÔ IYe ªFF ÀFIZY¦FeÜ
CX´FSXûöY d½F¿F¹F ÀFZ ÀFa¶Fad²F°F d½FÀ°FÈ°F dQ¾FF-d³FQZÊ¾F/d½FÄFd´°F AF¶FIYFSXe d½F·FF¦F IZY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX
https:/excise.cg.nic.in ´FSX CX´FÕX¶²F W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
(d³FSaXªF³F QFÀF)

69117 AF¶FIYFSXe AF¹FböY, LXØFeÀF¦FPX

kkd½FÄFd´°Fll

LXØFeÀF¦FPX ¾FFÀF³F, ªFÕX ÀFaÀFF²F³F d½F·FF¦F

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F A²FeÃF¯F Ad·F¹Fa°FF,
d¾F½F³FF±F ¸F¯OXÕX, Qb¦FÊ (LX.¦F.)

eProcurement Portal:https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(dõ°Fe¹F AF¸FaÂF¯F)

dÀFÀMX¸F d³Fd½FQF IiY. 95928/d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF IiY. 34/½FÕZXdÕX/2021-22 ¶FZ¸FZ°FSXF, dQ³FFaIY 29.03.2022

d³F¸³FdÕXdJ°F IYF¹FûÊ IZY dÕXE dQ³FFaIY 19.04.2022 17:30 °FIY AFG³F
ÕXFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQFE AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`X:-
IYF¹FÊ IYF ³FF¸F:- ¶FZ¸FZ°FSXF dªFÕZX IZY d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ÀFFªFF IYe ÕbXIY ½¹F´F½F°FÊ³F

¹FûªF³FF IZY ¾Fe¿FÊ IYF¹FÊ IYF ªFe¯FûÊõFSX E½Fa ½FZÀMXd½F¹FSX IYF ¸FSX¸¸F°F IYF¹FÊ
°F±FF ³FWXSXûÔ IYF dSX¸FFOXdÕaX¦F E½Fa ÕXFBÊd³Fa¦F IYF¹FÊ, 03 ³F¦F ½WXe.AFSX.¶Fe.
03 ³F¦F RYFÕX IYF d³F¸FFÊ¯F °F±FF 01 ³F¦F ÀMÑX¢MXSX IYF ¸FSX¸¸F°F IYF¹FÊÜ

A³Fb¸FFd³F°F ÕXF¦F°F- ÷Y. 117.78 ÕXFJ
A³¹F d½F½FSX¯F E½Fa d½FÀ°FÈ°F d³Fd½FQF LXØFeÀF¦FPX ¾FFÀF³F IYe BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX ½FZ¶F
ÀFFBÊMX https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ´FSX dQ³FFaIY 05.04.2022
ÀF¸F¹F 17.31 ¶FªFZ ÀFZ QZJZ °F±FF OXFCX³FÕXûOX dIY¹FZ ªFF ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ
³FûMX:- d³Fd½FQF ¸FZÔ ·FF¦F ÕZX³FZ WZX°Fb NZXIZYQFSXûÔ IYû BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZMX
https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ´FSX ³FF¸FFadIY°F/´FaªFe¹F³F °F±FF ÕXûIY
d³F¸FFÊ¯F d½F·FF¦F IYe EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ´Fi¯FFÕXe IZY Aa°F¦FÊ°F NZXIZYQFSX IYû CX´F¹FböY
ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFe¹F³F IYSXF³FF Ad³F½FF¹FÊ W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF

ªFÕX ÀFaÀFF²F³F ÀFa·FF¦F, ¶FZ¸FZ°FSXF (LX.¦F.)
69106 IÈY°FZ-A²FeÃF¯F Ad·F¹Fa°FF d¾F½F³FF±F ¸F¯OXÕX Qb¦FÊ (LX.¦F.)

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF

QdÃf¯ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f
d³f¦f¸f d»f. Ad°fA»´fIYf»fe³f
BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff d³fd½fQf

Àfa. 01/2022-23- d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f J¯O
dõ°fe¹f Wf±fSÀf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³fªfe ³f»fIc ´f
Àfa¹fûªf³fûÔ ´fS ¸feMS À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ
d³fd½fQf Àfa. 02/2022-23- d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f
J¯O °fÈ°fe¹f ÀffÀf³fe Wf±fSÀf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
C´fJ¯O ´fi±f¸f/¨f°fb±fÊ dÀfI ³ýifSfD /WÀff¹f³f
IZ ÃfZÂff³°f¦fÊ°f d³fªfe ³f»fIc ´f Àfa¹fûªf³fûÔ ´fS
¸feMS À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ d³fd½fQf Àfa.
03/2022-23- d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f J¯O °fÈ°fe¹f
ÀffÀf³fe Wf±fSÀf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f C´fJ¯O
dõ°fe¹f/°fÈ°fe¹f ÀffÀf³fe/Wf±fSÀf ªfa. IZ
ÃfZÂff³°f¦fÊ°f d³fªfe ³f»fIc ´f Àfa¹fûªf³fûÔ ´fS ¸feMS
À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ d³fd½fQf Àfa.
04/2022-23- d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f J¯O ¨f°fb±fÊ
ÀffQf¶ffQ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³fªfe ³f»fIc ´f
Àfa¹fûªf³fûÔ ´fS ¸feMS À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ
d³fd½fQf d½fIi ¹f d°fd±f E½fa Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI
11.04.2022 A³¹f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ªff³fI fSe BÊ-
´fiû¢¹fûSX¸f`ÔMX ´fûMÊX»f https://etender.
up.nic.in ´fSX CX´f»f¶²f W`XÜ WXÀ°ff./-
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f
¸f¯OX»f, WXf±fSXÀf ´fÂf Àfa. 1358/
d½f.d½f.¸f.Wf./E-1 dQ³ffaI 1/04/22
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

THEDELHIHighCourtonFriday
asked the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to respond to
the petition filed by journalist
Rana Ayyub,whowas stopped
fromflying to London fromthe
Mumbai International Airport
Tuesday,againstthelookoutcir-
cular issued against her by the
EDwhichisprobingher incon-
nectionwith a case of alleged
money laundering.
Thecourtwill hear themat-

ternextonApril4.WhileAyyub
was represented by advocate
VrindaGrover,theEDwasrepre-
sented by Additional Solicitor
General SVRaju. In thepetition
beforethecourt,Ayyubhassaid

that almost twohours after she
wasdetained at the airport, the
EDemailedsummonstoherdi-
rectinghertoremainpresentbe-
foreitonApril1.Theinformation
soughtinthesummonsisa“ver-
batim copy” of the information
alreadysought inthesummons
datedJanuary25andisa“sham
exercise” to justify the arbitrary
actionofdenyinghertherightto
travel, thepetitionargues.
Ayyubhassaid that shewas

scheduledtospeakatajournal-
ism-relatedeventinLondonand
then fly to Italy regarding gen-
der-basedonlineviolencefaced
bywomen journalists globally.
Shewas scheduled to return to
IndiaonApril11,aspertheplea.
Challengingtheissuanceofa

lookoutcircular,Ayyubhascon-
tended that she has responded

to each and every summon is-
suedbytheED,joinedinvestiga-
tionandprovidedthenecessary
documents.EDhasalreadyfiled
aPMLAcomplaintagainstAyyub
andprovisionallyattachedapart
ofherbankaccount.
“Thepetitionerbeingajour-

nalistwhospeakstruthtopower,
is at times perceived to be a
sourceofdiscomfortforthegov-
ernmentbutthatisnogroundto
deny the petitioner her right to
travel abroad and exercise her
freedomof speech and expres-
sion, as well as to practice her
professionasajournalist,”Ayyub
has argued in the petition. The
EDhadregisteredacaseagainst
Ayyub in connectionwith the
funds collected by her through
Ketto platform to help people
duringthepandemic.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,APRIL 1

A LASHKAR-E-TOIBAmilitant
was killed in a gunfight at
Turkwangam area in south
Kashmir's Shopian district on
Friday,police said.
Police saidMuneeb Ahmad

Sheikh,aresidentofShopiandis-
trict,wasa“categorisedterrorist”
whowaspartofgroupsinvolved
inattacksonsecurity forcesand
also in“civilianatrocities”.
“Incriminating materials,

armsandammunitionincluding
a Chinese pistol, onemagazine
and five roundswere recovered
fromthesiteoftheencounter.All
the recovered materials have
been taken into case records for
further investigation,” a police
statement said.

Meanwhile, in the nearby
Pulwamadistrict,a jointteamof
the J&K Police, the Rashtriya
RiflesandtheCRPFarrestedthree
allegedassociatesof theJaish-e-
Mohammadmilitantgroup.
The police identified the

three as Owais Altaf, Aqib
Manzoor andWaseemAhmad
Pandit,allresidentsofPulwama.
“Preliminaryinvestigationre-

vealed that the arrested triowas
involvedinprovidinglogisticsand
transportation to terrorists.
Incriminatingmaterials,armsand
ammunition including anAK ri-
fle,threemagazines,69AKrounds
andagrenadewererecoveredon
theirdisclosure,”thepolicesaid.

Respond to Rana Ayyub’s petition
against lookout circular: HC to ED

J&K: LeT militant killed
in encounter with police

InPulwama, three ‘JeM
associates’arrested

New Delhi



KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,APRIL1

THE LONGSTANDING dispute between
PunjabandHaryanaoverChandigarh flared
upthisweekaftertheCentrenotifiedCentral
Service Rules for employees in the Union
TerritoryinsteadofthePunjabServiceRules.
TheCentrehadearlier tweakedrules forap-
pointmentstotheBhakraBeasManagement
Board (BBMB)— recruitments can now be
donefromanywhere in India, insteadof just
Punjab andHaryana. On Friday, the Punjab
Assemblyinaspecialsessionpassedaunan-
imousresolutionreiteratingthestate’sclaim
onChandigarh.

WhenandhowdidChandigarhbecome
thecapitalofPunjab?
AfterPartition,Shimlawasmadethetem-

porarycapitalofIndianPunjab.PrimeMinister
JawaharlalNehruwantedamoderncitytore-
placeLahoreasPunjab’scapital,andtheidea
ofChandigarhwasconceived.InMarch1948,
thePunjabgovernment,inconsultationwith
theCentre, chose thepicturesque foothillsof
the Shivaliks as the site of the new capital.
Twenty-twovillagesinKhararwereacquired
forthecity,andthegovernmentcompensated
theirdisplacedresidents.
The capital was officially moved from

ShimlatoChandigarhonSeptember21,1953.
President Rajendra Prasad inaugurated the
newcapitalonOctober7,1953.UntilHaryana
was born, Chandigarh remained the capital
of Punjab.

WhenwasPunjabreorganised,and
ChandigarhbecameaUnionTerritory?
The Punjab Reorganisation Act of 1966

carved out the new state of Haryana from
undivided Punjab, created the newUnion
Territory of Chandigarh under the direct
controlof theCentre,andtransferredthehill
territoriesof Punjab toHimachal Pradesh.
Chandigarh, identified as the capital of

Punjab in The Capital of Punjab
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1952,
becamethecommoncapitalofbothPunjab
and Haryana, and properties were divided
between the states in the ratio 60:40. The
States Reorganisation Act, 1966, did not
make changes in the arrangement arrived
at in1952.

Whataboutaseparatecapital for
Haryana?
DuringthereorganisationofPunjab,then

PrimeMinisterIndiraGandhihadannounced
thatHaryanawouldget its owncapital. And
on January 29, 1970, the Centre announced
that “the capital project area of Chandigarh
should,asawhole,gotoPunjab”.
Indira'sgovernmenttookthisdecisionaf-

ter Fateh Singh, leader of the Punjabi Suba
movement, threatened self-immolation if
Chandigarhwas not transferred to Punjab.
The Centre had considered dividing
Chandigarhintotwoparts,butultimatelyde-
cidedagainst it.Haryanawas told touse the
office and residential accommodation in
Chandigarhforfiveyearsuntilitbuiltitsown
capital.TheCentreofferedaRs10croregrant
to Haryana and a loan of equal amount to
buildthenewcapital.
“The government explainedwhy it had

decided against dividing the city
(Chandigarh), of which a communique said
its ‘layout, architecture and beauty have
evokedwideadmirationandthecityhasac-
quired an international reputation’,” The
Indian Express reported in its edition of
January30,1970. “Howlong thecitywill re-
main aUnion Territorywill depend onhow
soonHaryanawillbeabletobuildacapitalof
itsown,” thepapersaid.

WhatclaimsonChandigarhweremade
subsequently?

InAugust 1982, theAkaliDal, having ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over the Punjab
Reorganisation Act, launched the Dharam
Yudh Morcha along with Jarnail Singh
Bhindrawalewith theobject of realising the
goals of the Anandpur Sahib Resolution of
1973. Among the issues in contentionwere
the inclusion of Punjabi speaking areas in
HaryanaandHimachalPradesh,andthefact
that Chandigarh had not been given to
Punjab,andinsteadmadeaUT.
On July 24, 1985, the Rajiv-Longowal

Accord was signed between then Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Akali leader
Harchand Singh Longowal. Among other
things,theCentreagreedtogiveChandigarh
toPunjab,and January26,1986was fixedas
thedatefortheactualtransfer.However,less
thanamonthafter thesigningof theaccord,
Longowalwasassassinatedbymilitants.

WhathasbeenthemoodinthePunjab
Assemblyovertheyears?
Friday’sresolutioninthePunjabAssembly

stakingclaimtoChandigarhwastheseventh
of itskind.
The first resolutionwas brought onMay

18, 1967byAcharyaPrithvi SinghAzad, and
the second by Chaudhary Balbir Singh on
January19,1970,bothduringGurnamSingh’s
government.

SukhdevSinghDhillonbroughtaresolu-
tion on September 7, 1978when Parkash
Singh Badalwas Chief Minister, and Baldev
SinghMannbrought a similar resolutionon
October31,1985duringSurjitSinghBarnala's
government.Anotherresolution,alsoduring
Barnala’s government, was brought byOm
ParkashGuptaonMarch6,1986.
On December 23, 2014, Gurdev Singh

JhoondanbroughtaresolutionduringBadal's
government. The seventh resolution was
broughtbythegovernmentofChiefMinister
BhagwantMannonFriday.

WhatistheAAPgovernment'sargument
onclaimingChandigarhasPunjab's
capital?
AAPMLA Aman Arora has argued that

wheneveranewstatehasbeencarvedoutof
aparent state in the country, the capital city
hasstayedwiththeparentstate.
WhenMaharashtrawasreorganisedand

Gujarat was born on January 1, 1960,
MaharashtraretainedMumbaias itscapital.
WhenUttarakhandwascarvedoutofUPon
November 9, 2000, Lucknow remained the
capitalofUP.WhenChhattisgarhwascreated
onNovember1, 2000, Bhopal remained the
capitalofMadhyaPradesh.WhenJharkhand
wascreatedonNovember15,2000,Patnare-
mainedthecapitalofBihar.
In the case of Telangana,whichwas cre-

ated in2014, the reorganisationperiod is 10
years,until2024.ButinPunjab,thereorgan-
isation period continues even after five
decades, it isargued.

WhathasHaryanasaidonthequestion
ofChandigarh?
In2018,HaryanaChiefMinisterManohar

Lal Khattar suggested that a special body
should be set up for the development of
Chandigarh.Buttheideawasrejectedbythen
PunjabChiefMinisterCaptAmarinderSingh,
whosaidChandigarhindisputablybelonged
toPunjab.
Haryanahasbeendemandingaseparate

HighCourt,andhaspassedaresolutioninthe
Assemblydemanding20roomsintheVidhan
Sabha complex that have been in Punjab's
possession.
OnFriday, Khattar said inGurgaon: “The

Punjab government’s one-sided resolution
hasnomeaning. ...Thisisnotonlyasubjectof
Punjab, it is a subject of Haryana and
even...HimachalPradesh...Chandigarh is the
capital of Punjab andHaryana…aur dono ki
hi rahegi (and it will remain the capital of
both).”

Punjab’s claim on Chandigarh
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER
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EVENASthecrisis inUkrainecontinues,do-
mesticCPIinflationremainsabove6%,theUS
FederalReservehasraisedrates, and foreign
portfolio investors(FPIs)havepulledoutthe
most inamonthinthelast twoyears, Indian
marketsclosedatatwo-monthhighof59,276
onFriday.ThebenchmarkSensexatBSEand
NiftyatNSErose1.2%,andare tradingabove
pre-Russia-Ukrainewar levels. A daybefore
the Russian invasion on February 24, the
Sensexclosedat57,232—andas thewar in-
tensified, it fell tocloseat52,842onMarch7.

Reasons for the rise
The biggest reason for the recovery over

the last fewdayshasbeen thenewsof posi-
tive developments in the discussions be-
tween Russia andUkraine. Thewar has not
drawn inmore nations, as somehad feared
initially.
Withreportsofapossibletruce,oilprices

havecorrected—fromalevelofover$132per
barrelonMarch8, theyhavecooledtolevels
of$105.Brentcrudewastradingat$103.5per
barrel on Friday. Brent’s decline lifts senti-
ment in Indian equitymarkets as India im-
portsaround85%of itsoilrequirements,and
a softening of internationalmarkets gives a
breather tothe Indianeconomy.
On the domestic front, rating agencies

CrisilandICRAhavereportedcontinuingim-
provement in the performance of India Inc.
andmore rating upgrades amid recovery in
demand, deleveraging, and the decline in
Covid-19cases.

Domestic investors
Behind the recovery of themarkets are

small retail investors and domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs), who havemore than
madeupfor theFPIoutflowsseen inthe last
twomonths.
In January FPIs pulled out a net of Rs

33,303 crore from Indian equities. The out-
flowrosetoRs35,592crore inFebruary,and
Rs41,123croreinMarch—thehighestinany
month since the outflow of Rs 61,973 crore

seen inMarch2020,when Indiaannounced
a lockdown.
However, over the last two years, retail

equity penetration has deepened signifi-
cantly anddemat accounts havemore than
tripled — from 1.97 crore accounts in
December2019to6.07croreaccountsatthe
endof February2022.
Thisrisingretailparticipationindirecteq-

uity investment and throughmutual funds
hasledtoabroadeningofparticipantsinthe
market, andworkedtocounterbalanceFPIs.
So,whileFPIspulledoutanetofRs76,715

croreinFebruaryandMarch2022,domestic
institutions, includingmutual funds and in-
surance companies, invested a net of Rs
81,761 crore in the same period,more than
makingupforwhatwaspulledoutbyFPIs.
ItisalsoimportanttonotethattheFPIout-

flowover the last twoweeks has tempered
after theFedannounced its ratehikeandin-
dicated sixmore hikes this year.While FPIs
pulledoutRs42,079croretillMarch17,there
hasbeenanetinflowofoverRs950croreover
the last twoweeks. Experts say that the FPI
outflowthatwasexpected inanticipationof

rate hike has already happened and the de-
cline in FPI outflow has contributed to the
sharp recovery. SinceMarch 15, the Sensex
hasjumped3,500pointsor6.2%ontheback
ofDII inflowsanddip inFPIoutflows.

Tread carefully
Thewariscontinuing,andinvestorsmust

treadcarefully.A suddenescalationand rise
incrudepricescouldagaindentthemarkets.
Investorsshouldfollowthemantraofsteady
SIPmodeof investment,withahorizonofat
least threeyears.
Investors and analysts are keenly await-

ing the Reserve Bank of India’s first bi-
monthlymonetarypolicyinthe2022-23fis-
calnextweek.Mostanalystsdon’texpectthe
RBI to change the accommodative policy
stanceorhikepolicyrates.
Meanwhile, thevolatility in themarkets

is expected to continue until commodity
pricessubsideandsupplyconstraintsarere-
solved.Anotherpotential concern is theris-
ingnumberofCovidcasesinsomecountries
including China, and its impact on global
markets.

Above 59,000: what’s powering the Sensex?
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WHAT ISALOOKOUTNOTICE,
ANDWHEN IS IT ISSUED?

TORAAGARWALA
NEWDELHI,APRIL1

ONTUESDAY, the chiefministers of Assam
andMeghalayasignedapactinthepresence
ofUnionHomeMinisterAmitShahtoresolve
part of their five-decade-old boundarydis-
pute.Thetwostatessharean884-kmbound-
ary,whichhasseenseveralflare-ups.

Whatistherootoftheconflict?
DuringBritishrule,undividedAssamin-

cluded present-dayNagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and Mizoram.
Meghalayawascarvedoutin1972,itsborder
demarcatedaspertheAssamReorganisation
(Meghalaya)Act of 1969, buthasheld adif-
ferentinterpretationof theborder.
In2011, theMeghalayagovernmenthad

identified12areasofdifferencewithAssam,
spreadoverabout2,700sqkm.Someofthese
disputes stem fromrecommendationsby a
1951committeeheadedbythenAssamchief
ministerGopinathBordoloi.A2008research

paperfromtheManoharParrikarInstitutefor
Defence Studies andAnalyses refers to the
committee'srecommendationonincluding
certainareasinAssam. The1969Actisbased
on someof these recommendations,which
Meghalayarejects,claimingthattheseareas
originallybelongtotheKhasi–JaintiaHills.On
theotherhand,AssamsaysMeghalayadoes
nothavethedocumentstoprovetheseareas
historicallybelongedtoMeghalaya.
Anumberofattemptshadbeenmadein

thepasttoresolvethedispute.In1985,acom-
mitteewas constitutedunder formerChief
Justiceof IndiaYVChandrachud,butasolu-
tionremainedelusive.

Whatisinthecurrentpact?
SinceJulylastyear,AssamChiefMinister

Himanta Biswa Sarma and hisMeghalaya
counterpart Conrad Sangmahave been in
talkstosolvethelong-standingdispute.
Bothstategovernmentsidentifiedsixout

of12disputedareasforresolutioninthefirst
phase:3areascontestedbetweenWestKhasi
Hills district inMeghalaya andKamrup in

Assam,2betweenRiBhoiinMeghalayaand
Kamrup-Metro, and1betweenEast Jaintia
Hills inMeghalayaandCacharinAssam.
After a series ofmeetings and visits by

teamsto thedisputedareas,bothsidessub-
mittedreportsbasedonfivemutuallyagreed
principles:historicalperspective,ethnicityof

local population, contiguitywithboundary,
peoples’willandadministrativeconvenience.
A final set of recommendations was

madejointly:outof36.79sqkmofdisputed
area taken up for settlement in the first
phase,Assamwouldgetfullcontrolof18.46
sq km andMeghalaya of 18.33 sq km. The

MoUsignedonTuesdaywasbasedonthese
recommendations.

So,whogetswhat?
Fromthe2011claimsmadebyMeghalaya

government,anareaof roughly36.79sqkm
wastakenupforresolutioninthefirstphase.
Accordingtopresentationsbybothstates,

theareahasbeenroughlydividedintoequal
parts,andatotalof30sqkmisbeingrecom-
mendedtobewithinMeghalaya.

Whatarethenextsteps?
Thenextstepwillinvolvedelineationand

demarcation of the boundary by Survey of
India in the presence of representatives of
both governments. Itwill thenbeputup in
Parliamentforapproval.Theprocessmaytake
afewmonths.
Officialssaidsixareastakenforstudydid

nothavelargedifferencesandwereeasierto
resolve,andwerehencetakenupinthefirst
phase. “The remaining six areas aremore
complexandmaytakelongertoresolve,”said
anAssamgovernmentofficial.

Isthereanyopposition?
FormerMeghalayaCMMukul Sangma,

who isnowpart of theTrinamoolCongress
that is the principal opposition party in
Meghalaya, criticised thegovernment’s ap-
proach.“Thisisapiecemealresolution.They
have takenuponly36 sqkmfor resolution.
The larger, more complex areas (such as
Langpih,BlockIandII)areyettoberesolved
anditwillnotbesoeasy,”hesaid.
“Therealityongroundzero isdifferent–

as far as I know,manypeople have not ac-
ceptedthesettlementandtheagreement is
almostlikeanimposition,”hesaid.
In Assam,Opposition leaders criticised

thestategovernment for rushing it through
withoutconsultingstakeholders.InJanuary,
Leader of Opposition Debabrata Saikia
(Congress) had alleged that CMSarmahad
submitted a proposal to theUnionHome
Minister “without even adiscussion in the
StateAssembly.” “This is irresponsible and
unconstitutional,”saidSaikia,askingthatthe
recommendations be rescinded and de-
mandingaspecialsessionintheAssembly.

DELHIHIGHCourt on Friday sought the
Enforcement Directorate's response on
journalistRanaAyyub'schallengetoitsac-
tion of restraining her from leaving the
country.AyyubwasstoppedinMumbaion
Tuesdaybasedonalookoutcircular(LOC)
issuedbytheED,whichisinvestigatingher
inacaseofallegedmoneylaundering.

Whatisit,andwhenisitissued?
AnLOC is issued tomakesurean indi-

vidualwhoisabscondingorwantedbylaw
enforcement agencies is not able to leave
the country. It ismostlyusedat immigra-
tion checkpoints at airports and seaports
bytheimmigrationbranch.Incertaincases,
thepolice canapproachacourt asking for
therestrictionofaperson'smovementout-
sidethecountry.ThesubjectofanLOCcan
challengethecircularinacourt.

WhocanissueanLOC?
AnLOCcanbeinitiatedbyanumberof

authorisedofficers,includinganofficernot
belowtherankofdeputysecretary,anoffi-
cernotbelowtherankof jointsecretaryin
thestategovernment,adistrictmagistrate

orSP,designatedofficersofvariouslawen-
forcement and security agencies, a desig-
natedofficerof Interpol, anofficernotbe-
low the rankof additional director in the
SeriousFraudInvestigationOffice,andthe
Ministry of CorporateAffairs. In 2018, the
governmentempoweredtheheadsofpub-
licsectorbanks(notbelowtherankofchair-
man/managingdirector/chiefexecutive)to
request the authorities to issue an LOC
againstwilful defaulters to prevent them
fromleavingthecountry.
AnLOCcanbemodified/deleted/with-

drawnby theBureauof Immigrationonly
ontherequestoftheauthorisedoriginator
onwhoserequesttheLOCwasissued.

DoesanLOCleadtoarrest?
Notnecessarily. LOCscanbeof several

types.Theycanseektostopapersonfrom
leavingthecountry,topreventonefromen-
teringthecountry,orinformtheconcerned
investigationagencies.Theproformaofan
LOCalsocontainsarequesttodetainthein-
dividual at the local police/investigation
agency,whichgenerallyleadstoarrest.

MAHENDERSINGHMANRAL

ThefrontpageofThe IndianExpressdated January30,1970, reportingthecentral
government'sdecisiontogiveChandigarhtoPunjab.Thecitywastoremaina
UnionTerritory foraperiod“notexceedingfiveyears”.
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Figures signifyareas claimedbyMeghalaya Source:PPTpresentationbyGovtofAssam

MEGHALAYA

BANGLADESH

ASSAM12 AREAS,
DISPUTES
OVER6
SETTLED

DISPUTESSETTLED:1.4.69sqkm;
2.13.53sqkm;3.3.51sqkm;6.1.57sqkm;
8.2.29sqkm;12.11.20sqkm

DISPUTESPENDING:4.298.07sqkm;
5.147.83sqkm;7.137.51sqkm:9.484.72
sqkm;10.1547.42sqkm;11.76.80sqkm

The Assam-Meghalaya border dispute, andwhat’s been settled now

ThePunjabAssemblyhaspassedaresolutionreiterating itsclaimoverChandigarh.HowdidtheUTcome
tobethecapitalofbothPunjabandHaryana;whathavegovernments inthestatesandtheCentresaid?

ADULTS

12,00,000

6,00,000

0

March22 March31LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

96,049

7,68,218

96,372

8,86,468

AGE GROUP 15-18
3,50,000

1,75,000

0

March22 March31LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

1,02,285

3,03,976

2,12,230

88,019

TOTALDOSES 184,31,89,377

DASHBOARD, AS ONMARCH 31

Age group 15-18

5,71,96,248

3,81,60,158

Adult

91,29,31,015

79,44,38,934

■Firstdose ■Seconddose

AGEGROUP12-14 1st dose 1,72,91,282
PRECAUTIONARY doses 2,31,71,740
Doses OnMarch31 25,34,372

New Delhi



10
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

AFTER AFSPA
Centredoeswell towithdrawtheAct frommanydistricts in
theNortheast. Itmustcarryonworking in thisdirection

T HEPARTIALWITHDRAWALof theArmedForces Special PowersAct (AFSPA)
fromAssam,ManipurandNagalandsoonaftertheformationofanewgovern-
ment in Imphal isverywelcome.This law,whichallowstheCentretosuspend
civillibertiesandthearmedforcestooverridetheciviladministration,hasbeen

afraughtissueintheNortheastforyears.Callsforitssuspensionwereheardinthecampaign
intherecentassemblypollsinManipur.SuccessivegovernmentsattheCentre,however,had
heldoutagainstpleasfortheremovaloftheAct,citingthesecuritysituation.Now,theUnion
homeministryhascreditedthe“improvedsecuritysituation”, itself aresultof “fast-tracked
development”andagreementswithinsurgentgroups,foritsdecision.Hopefully,thisisonly
thebeginningandmoreareasoftheNortheastwillbetakenoutoftheAFSPA'sambit:Thelaw
continuestobeinoperationinnearly75percentofNagaland,allofthehilldistrictsinManipur
and40percentofAssam,mainlythedistrictsborderingManipurandNagaland.
TheAct in its present formwas first imposed inNagaland tobattle theNaganationalist

movementthatgainedgroundinthe1950s.AsNaganationalismacquiredthecharacterofan
armedinsurrection,theActwasintroducedinManipur'shillareas,whicharehometoNaga
tribes.TheinsurgencyhassurvivedmultiplesplitsintheNaganationalistmovementandvar-
iousaccordsthattheCentresignedwithdifferentinsurgentgroupsinthe1970s.AsNagana-
tionalisminfluencedtheriseofsimilarnationalistmovementsinneighbouringstates,includ-
inginManipur,Mizoram,TripuraandAssam,fromthe1960sonwards,thegovernmentmoved
in thearmyandcentral para-military forces to the region. TheAFSPAprovidedoperational
coverfortheseforces,nottrainedormandatedtooperateamidacivilianpopulationortore-
porttotheciviladministration.Thecontradictionsemergingfromthissituation,whereinthe
localpoliticalleadershipandcivilbureaucracyhaveadiminishedroleingovernance,alienated
localpopulationscaughtinthecrossfirebetweeninsurgentsandthearmedforces.TheAFSPA
alsofacilitatedaclimateofimpunityandpromotedavisionofapunishingstatethatwasalso
aperpetratorof violence.Civil societyhasbeen leadingthedemandfor itswithdrawal,par-
ticularlyinNagalandandManipur–ManipurCMBirenSinghhasannouncedhisgovernment
willhonourIromSharmilaforherlongstruggleagainsttheAct.
Violencehasbeenafeatureofethnicnationalistmovements intheNortheast.However,

thesenationalismsarenotmerelyarmedinsurgencies,butalsomovementsbornofcivicanx-
ietiesassociatedwithstatebuilding.Sincethe1970s,theCentrehasrecognisedtheimportance
of engagingwith theaspirationspresent in the separatistmovements andpromised to ac-
commodate themwithin the federal rubric. Its outreachhas been successful inMizoram,
TripuraandAssam,andatenuouspeacewiththeNSCN-IMhasheldupfornearlythreedecades
inNagaland.ThechallengefortheCentrenowistobuildonthepromiseofWednesday'san-
nouncement and slowly restore theprimacyof the civilian administration in the areas still
underAFSPA.It isaprocessthatdemandsgreatpatience,negotiationandaccommodation.

NO SERMONS PLEASE
AttemptsbyUSDeputyNSA,UKForeignSecretarytocorner
DelhionUkrainecomeperilouslyclosetoazero-sumapproach

A LLMAJORPOWERSare awareof, andact in accordancewith, an axiomthat
governsinternationalrelations:Instrikingabalancebetweenadheringtoab-
stractanddisembodiedprinciplesandmaximisingnational interest,nation-
states often find themselves tilting towards the latter. In this context, the re-

sponsesbyUSDeputyNationalSecurityAdvisorDaleepSinghandBritishForeignSecretary
Liz Truss toDelhi's positionon theUkraine crisis strike a jarringnote. Singh's barely-veiled
warning that therewouldbe “consequences” for countries that donot adhere to the sanc-
tionsagainstRussia,andTruss'smoralgrandstandingaboutendingtheUK'sdependenceon
Russianenergysupplieswhile“standingupforthepeopleofUkraine”appeartoelevatethe
concernsofaparticulargroupofnationstoauniversalmoralposition.
Delhihasbeenbothcarefulandconsistent in itspositiononthecrisis inEasternEurope:

Dialogue,notmilitaryaggression,isthewayforwardinresolvingterritorialdisputes.Singhand
Truss,ontheotherhand, comedangerouslyclose toazero-sum,“withusoragainstus”ap-
proach.Singh,forinstance,saidthatRussiawouldnotcometoIndia'saidifChinabreachedthe
LAC,giventhatMoscowisajuniorpartnerinthe“nolimits”friendshipwithBeijing.Butwhy
wouldDelhi expect it to?Theunderstandingbetweenmature actors on theglobal stage is
thattheybuildonmutualinterestsandvalues,whileacknowledgingthatimperativesoffor-
eignpolicyanddevelopmentalneedsmaymeanthattherearepointsofdivergence.Moreover,
asForeignMinisterSJaishankarpointedoutatapaneldiscussionwithTruss,Russianoil im-
portsformaminusculepartof India'senergybasket,whiletheUKincreaseditsalreadysub-
stantialpurchaseofRussianoilandgasbetweenFebruaryandMarch—wellafterMoscowsent
itsforcesintoUkraine.
India's strategic andeconomic relationshipwith theUS inparticular and theWest as a

wholehasdeepenedinthelasttwodecades.Theshiftingworldorder,theriseofabelligerent
ChinaonitsbordersandinvitalsealanesacrosstheIndo-Pacifichaveplayedapart inthis—
ashassharedsupport fordemocracyanddialogue.Othermembersof theQuad—Australia
andJapan—toohavetakenamorestridentstanceonRussianaggressioninUkraine.Butwhen
theirprimeministersheldmeetingswithPMModilastmonth,theydidnotinsistthatDelhi
shouldstrictlyechotheirposition,focusing,instead,onstrengtheningthepartnership.TheUS
andUKcoulddrawsomelessonsfromthat.

UNMASKING
Not that theaamaadmiorauratwas
waiting for theofficial announcement

E VENAMONGTHEmoreconscientious in India,manywillwelcome theend
ofmandatorymasking,asannouncedbystatessuchasMaharashtra,Delhiand
Telangana.Expertshavecautionedthatmasksremainthefirstlineofdefence
againstCovid-19,whichhasn'tgoneaway.But itwouldbehard todenythat

beforeMarch2020, fewcherished,astheydonow,thecaressofabreezeontheface,and
notmany realised just howdifficult communication canbewithout facial cues to read.
Andwhilecompulsiveinstagrammers,undefeatedbythemask,popularisedthe#mask-
fie, could it evercompare toaduck-facedselfie?
Nodoubtsomepeoplewouldwanttocontinuetomaskup,notonlybecausethedan-

gerposedbythevirusstill remains,butbecausemasksgive themasensenotof oppres-
sion, but liberation. If airing the face, unhinderedbyapieceof fabric, feels like freedom,
the same could be said about being able to hide behind a convenient barrier. Themask
affordedprivacyinpublicplaces,arareluxuryinanovercrowdedcountry—andonethat
isespeciallycherishedbywomen.Howmucheasieritistoscowlatbadorsexistjokesfrom
behind amask, than to force a laughor smilewithout it. Andhowmuch lighter itmust
feel toshedtheburdenofmakeup—lipsticksaleshaddippedbyasmuchashalf during
thepeakof thepandemic—even if temporarily.
Butvisualevidenceavailableonthestreetssuggeststhatthosewhovoluntarilymask

upwillbe in theminority.Afterall, inanexerciseof independent judgement that isbet-
ter applied in other aspects of life, the average Indian had demoted themask from the
noseandmouthtothechinmonthsago. Inthatsense,themaskmandatesinIndiaended
sometime lastyear. Thestate isonlycatchingupwith the fait accomplinow.

GNDevy

ThatBommaigovernmentignorespressingconcernsto
lavishattentiononminority-bashingtellsalargerstory

A LEADER FOR THE TIME
VolodymyrZelenskyyisdefendingdemocracy, itsvalues,andits future

THE“K”INKarnatakabringstomymindtwo
other“K”s.OneisJoseph“K”,theprotagonist
ofFranzKafka’senigmaticnovelTheTrial, the
other “K” is the psychologistMelanie Klein.
Klein had shown that between the fourth
andthesixthmonthof infancy,achildlearns
topreferoneof itsmother’sbreastsandstarts
despising the other one. She proposed this
widely-accepted“objectrelations”theoryin
1921.Acenturylater,BasavarajBommai,who
replacedBSYediyurappaasKarnatakachief
minister in July2021, classically fits into the
“K” theory.During the lasteightmonths,he
hasputhisenergyintothingshelikeswithan
infant-like attachment.What he likes to ig-
nore is the fact that amonth before his in-
duction, the Karnataka State Contractors
AssociationhadwrittentothePMO,protest-
ingthesteepriseingovernmentcorruption.
Theyclaimedinwritingthat40percentwas
thegoingrateforbribesthatthepeople’srep-
resentatives and bureaucrats had been de-
manding.Thiswasastatedcase;therewere
and aremore such unstated casesmarking
corruption as the most urgent challenge.
Bommai succeeded HDKumaraswamy of
the JDSandYediyurappaof theBJP inacon-
text where the BJP could form the govern-
ment throughengineeringa large-scalede-
fectioninotherparties.Theresults inrecent
bypolls and panchayat elections have not
been too dazzling for the party and the in-
dustrial outlook of Karnataka has been un-
enviable. The riverwater disputes have not
been settled. The drinkingwater problem,
whichwas identified by social scientists as
themost crucial factor in theprevious elec-
tion, has not been addressed. Bommai has
turnedablindeye to these issues.
On the other hand, the CMhas lavished

all his attention and energy onminority-
bashing. He has been in the news for pass-
ingananti-conversionact, turningthehijab
intoanissue,revivinganabsurdlawbanning
Muslimshopkeepersaround templeprem-
ises, inducingaboycottofhalalmeat,bring-
ingminorityinstitutionsunderascannerand
gettingreadytointroducetheBhagavadGita
in schools. The Christian communitymade

attemptstotellthegovernmentthattheanti-
conversionactwouldnotbeconsistentwith
theConstitution,whichguaranteesthefun-
damental right to profess and preach any
faith. Did the government of Karnataka en-
gagewith it inaconversation?Therules re-
latedtoschooluniformswereframedatthe
beginningoftheyear,butthehijabissuewas
rakeduplater.Didthegovernmentconsider
howitwouldimpacttherighttoeducation?
The relationship between Hindu temples
andMuslimvendorsiscenturiesold.Didthe
government consider how the banwould
disturbthesocialfabric?No,again.And,pos-
ing jhatkameat as “nationalist” and “halal
meat”asnotfullysoisasabsurdabinary.The
lackofresponsefromthegovernmenttothe
questions raisedbyChristiansandMuslims
hasbeenreminiscentofKafka’sTheTrial.Go
around asmuch as you like, from bureau-
cracy to police, from politicians to courts,
there is only adefermentof justice anddia-
logue.TheBommaigovernmenthasenacted
theHindutvablueprintwiththerapidityofa
“drut khayal” in music, an art in which
Karnatakaexcels.
Insyncwiththehumiliationof religious

minorities is the proposed introduction of
the Bhagavad Gita in schools. Contrary to
theassumptionabout its impact, themove
is hardly likely to be appreciated by the
“majority” inKarnataka.The“rationalised”
censusdataof 2011may showthepopula-
tion of Hindus in Karnataka at 84 per cent,
against that of Muslims at 12 per cent,
Christians at 1.87 per cent and Jains,
Buddhists, Sikhs andothers at 1.2per cent.
However, the “Hindu” category in
Karnataka isnomonolith. It ispresentedas
being inclusive of the heterodox schools
and anti-Brahmin groups such as the
ScheduledCastes (19.5percent), Lingayats
(14per cent), Vokkaligas, (11 per cent) and
Kurubas (7 per cent). How can they emo-
tionallyorspirituallyrelatetotheGita?The
closingsectionof theGita, the18thadhyaya,
justifies the varna hierarchy. Doweexpect
21st century SC children to accept the jus-
tification? Lingayat childrenmay prefer to

read the vachana poems of Allama Prabhu
(12th century Lingayat saint) and the
Kuruba children would want poems of
Kanaka(6thcenturyKurubapoet).Besides,
the rich philosophical tradition of Gita
Bhashya in Karnataka over the last thou-
sand years likes to depict the Gita as the
“possibility of worshipping many god-
heads”,a theological federalismratherthan
aunitary vision of an avatar. That tradition
has seeped deep into Kannada literature,
cultureandphilosophy,bestexemplified in
recent times by the poet K V Puttappa
(1904-1994), who is seen as a “national
poet”. Finally, if the Gita is introduced, the
Devanagari script used is bound tobe seen
as an irritant by students and teachers.
Given these demographic, cultural and

historicalchallenges inastatewhereShiva,
Mahavira and theMother Goddess are far
more popular than Krishna or Rama, why
hasCMBommaitakenthepathof introduc-
ingtheGita inschools?Onthefaceof it, it is
apathof self-destructionfortheBJP.Yet, the
electoralmathshowsthathedoesnotwant
to facetheemergenceof theAHINDAcoali-
tion intheassemblyelectionnextyear.The
term, first coined by Devaraj Urs, is a
Kannadaacronymforminorities,Dalitsand
backward castes. Siddaramaiah, a Kuruba
leader, is actively promoting the idea. The
disaffectionof theLingayatstowardstheBJP
isgrowing. If anewcoalitionemergeswith
evenamarginalsupport fromtheLingayats,
theBJPmayonceagainbeplacedinits2018
position or worse. Thus, the only foothold
of the BJP in the South could be consider-
ablyweakened. Demonisation of religious
minorities appears to be a desperate at-
tempt to keep the BJP’s own flock together
and to hold back the Lingayats in its camp.
On theotherhand, the success of this vari-
ety of politics can leave the Constitution
considerably dented. The Karnataka CM’s
pathaheadisprecarious,orasanUpanishad
says,kshurasyadharanisihtaduratyaya, like
walking ona razor’s edge.

Devy isanauthorandaculturalactivist

IF THE 20TH century is remembered as the
century of civil struggles for themaking of
democracy, the21stcenturywillberecorded
asthecenturyofcivilresistanceforthepreser-
vationofdemocracy.Mosttotalitarianregimes,
either fascist or communist, have been de-
feated in thepast 80years, either bymilitary
actionorbynonviolentrevolutionofcitizens.
Itgoeswithoutsayingthatthemodernhuman
conditionhasbeeninextricablyboundupwith
theability of individuals or groups tomakea
differencetotheirdestiniesbyfightingforfree-
domandhomerule.Undoubtedly,thesecould
beconsideredasexemplarymenandwomen
whostruggled tokeepdemocracysafewhile
undergoingterriblepersonalsufferings.
Inaworldlikeourswheremostdemocra-

ciesareendangeredbythelackofpassionand
the conformist attitudeof the citizens, to see
the young students of Hong Kong and the
Ukrainians fighting for their freedom and
democracy is verypromising. That being so,
one can say that thedemocratic contract, as
muchastheprocessofdemocratisationofdic-
tatorships,arebothinneedofheroes.Assuch,
if Pericles was the democratic hero of the
Athenians in 5th century BC and Nelson
Mandela that of SouthAfrica and its demo-
cratic dream, todayVolodymyr Zelenskyy is
theheroof theUkrainiandemocracy and its
uncertain future. A former comedian,
Zelenskyy’s journey inpolitics has been that
ofacourageoussoulfacinghisdestinyandre-
mindingusofsacrificeforhumandignityand
democracy.
In his seminal work, The Hero with a

Thousand Faces, JosephCampbell defines a
heroasonewhobattleseitherpersonalorhis-

toricallimitationsandwhobecomesasource
throughwhichhissocietyisreborn.Campbell
describes ahero as apowerful humanbeing
whoembarksonaquest towinawar, gain a
mystical object. That iswhy thehero should
undergoaseriesoftestsortrials.ForZelenskyy,
the Russian invasion of Ukraine has been a
greattestofcourageandalearningprocessof
democraticheroism.EvenifUkrainelosesthe
warofdemocracyagainstRussianauthoritar-
ianism,Zelenskyywillalwaysberemembered
as a democratic herowho achieved amoral
victoryagainstVladimirPutin.
TheironyofhistoryisthatZelenskyynever

hadtheintentionofbecomingaleader, inthe
senseofsomeonewhogoesaboutthepracti-
calbusinessofthemasses.Andyet,inhiscon-
frontationwiththeRussianLeviathan,democ-
racy, for him, has become a matter of
conviction.Hispursuitofthedemocraticideal
hasbeenverymuchlikethatofaHomerichero
whohasno limits inachievinghis goals. This
moral andpolitical effortmakes himeven a
more inspiring leader forademocraticworld
thatisdesperatelylookingfordemocratiche-
roes. The truth is thatwithout a democratic
leadership, à laMandela,democraticpassion
cannot bemaintained for long. People often
talkaboutstrongandspecificdemocraticlead-
ership.Whatisforgotten,however,isthatthere
aremany leaders around theworldwhoare
democraticallyelected,yetwhohaveneither
politicalcouragenorthemoralintegritytofight
theriseofauthoritarianism.
Thewar inUkraine is unbelievable and

tragicandall themoregrippingandinspiring
forhavingatitscentreaformercomedianwith
a great humanistic appeal. Let us not forget

whatShakespearesaid,“Benotafraidofgreat-
ness:Someareborngreat,someachievegreat-
ness, and somehave greatness thrust upon
them.” Today, Zelenskyy’s greatness is inde-
fendingdemocracy, itsvalues,anditsfuture.
The tragedy of Ukraine is an important

page of our political history, raising urgent
questionsabout the fragilityof ourdemocra-
cies, resistancetoanabuseofpowerthatcar-
ries itself as far as it will go (as Baron de
Montesquieu used to say), and themoral
powerofthepowerlessUkrainians.Ashistory
showsus,chaoticcircumstanceshavealways
demandedheroestochallengetheevil forces
atwork. But there is another relatedmatter
that concerns the future of Ukraine and the
democraticfateofapoliticianlikeZelenskyy.
WhenVaclavHavel andhis fellowCzech

intellectualsandartistssignedtheCharter77
against the communist regime in
Czechoslovakia,theydaredtoconfrontanide-
ologicalpowerwiththeonlythingattheirdis-
posal— their search for truth and an idea of
democracyasaformofassociatedlivingwhere
politicalactorscanrecognisethemselvesinthe
challenges. Tragedies of democracydemon-
stratethatgreathumansufferingcanencour-
ageindividualclaimstodignityandfreedom.
Today,morethanever,thespiritofdemocracy
inUkraineisconfrontedwithapoliticaltragedy
inwhichthefeelingsofhorrorandsorroware
accompaniedwithheroicmomentsofcivilre-
sistanceanddemocraticheroism.Afterall,the
salvationofdemocracyliesnowhereelsethan
inthehumanlovefordemocracy.

ThewriterisNoor-YorkChairinIslamic
Studies,YorkUniversity,Toronto

In sync with the humiliation
of religious minorities is the
proposed introduction of the
Bhagavad Gita in schools.
Contrary to the assumption
about its impact, the move is
hardly likely to be
appreciated by the
“majority” in Karnataka.

The tragedy of Ukraine is an
important page of our
political history, raising
urgent questions about the
fragility of our democracies,
resistance to an abuse of
power that carries itself as
far as it will go (as Baron de
Montesquieu used to say)
and the moral power of the
powerless Ukrainians. As
history shows us, chaotic
circumstances have always
demanded heroes to
challenge the evil
forces at work.
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One nation's common sense is another

nation's high blood pressure.
— E B WHITETHEEDITORIALPAGE

REAGAN’S OVERTURE
USPRESIDENTRONALDReaganhas invited
theSovietUnionto“joinwithustosubstan-
tiallyreducenuclearweapons”andthuscon-
tribute to "lasting peace on Earth". Reagan,
whowas speaking at a press conference in
Washington, said he expected the US to be
ready for talks this summer, though the ex-
actdateswoulddependontheinternational
situation.He firmly rejected a freeze on nu-
clearmissiles,holdingthat itwouldworkto
the Soviet’s advantage and give them little
reasontoreducenucleararms.Reagansaid,
onbalance, theSovietshadadefinite “mar-
ginof superiority”over theUS.

TIFF IN PRESS BODY
AREJOINDERWARisonat thePressCouncil
showingseriousdifferencesamongstmem-
bersonseveralvital issues.Whilethereisno
alternative for the commission’s chairman
KKMathew,toincludeanoteofdissentgiven
by fourmembers, K R Ganesh, whowas a
minister before and during the Emergency,
attacking thedissenter’snote.Mathewwho
is a former judgeof the SupremeCourt, and
at present the chairman of the Law
Commission,haschosentoaddanoteof his
own joining issue with the dissenters on
whetherthereportshouldcontainreferences
totheEmergency.Thedissenters,GirilalJain,

RajendraMathur, S KMukherjee and H K
Paranjapehavegivenanotherrejoinder.

CEMENT PROBE
TURNING DOWN A near-unanimous de-
mand in bothhouses of theAndhra legisla-
tureforajudicialorahousecommitteeprobe
into themulti-million rupee cement scan-
dal involving theMajor IndustriesMinister
BagaReddy,thestateChiefMinisterhascon-
stitutedaone-man inquiry committee. The
commission comprising senior IPS officer
Sravan Kumar will submit its report in a
month.

APRIL 2, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

Joseph K in Karnataka

Ramin Jahanbegloo

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“For Washington, the Ukraine crisis is more like an episode while the theme
song is to contain China, its biggest ‘imaginary enemy’.” — GLOBALTIMES,CHINATHE IDEASPAGE
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Relations between the
community and police also
need to be fixed. This is only
possible if police training
includes sensitisation
workshops and interactions
to inspire public confidence.
It is imperative for the police
and the public to work
together to create a safe
society.

OVERTHERECENTLY concludedHoli holi-
days, thebetterhalf and Iwentonamuch-
awaitedtriptothegrandoldcityofMadurai
inTamilNadu.Wewerecelebratingadecade
ofourrelationship.Wepreparedbyreading
up onMadurai and learnt that it is one of
India’soldestcontinuouslypopulatedcities.
TherearehistoricalrecordsofMegasthanes,
the ancient Greek historian anddiplomat,
visitingthecity inthe3rdcenturyBC.
Today,Madurai, which is bounded by

threehills,isabustlingcityof1.7millionin-
habitantsandfueledbymultipleindustries.
However, amid amodernMadurai lies an
olderworldof heritageandenduring faith.
TobeinMaduraiistohaveallofone’ssenses
engagedandtransported.Foryourmind, it
hasafinemuseumdedicatedtoMohandas
KaramchandGandhi(whichalsohousesthe
clothes that hewaswearing on thedayhe
wasassassinated)andafunctioninglibrary
of theTheosophicalSociety.
Foryourpalate,Maduraihaswhatjour-

nalist SamarHalarnkar calls “a vibrant 24-
hour foodieculture”—thatdefinesthecity
called “thoonganagaram” or the city that
never sleeps. The guidebook Lonely Planet
notes thatover30percentof thepeopleof
the city report trouble sleeping. For your
heart,Maduraimakes you appreciate the
manywaysoffaithoramultiplicityofways
withinHinduism. Here is an oldworld of
meat-eatingthatisintertwinedwithdevo-
tion to a fierce goddess,Meenakshi—97.8
per cent of Tamil Nadu is reported to be
meat-eating. Finally, to completelymes-
merise and captivate your entire being, by
itsmagnificent architecture and intricate
sculpturesthattellstoriesfrommythology,
theMeenakshiAmmantemple.
Nothing really prepares you for the

MeenakshiAmmantemple, locatedonthe
banks of the Vaigai river. Meenakshi
(whichmeans fish-eyed) in her form as
Parvati, consort of Shiva, is the principal
deity in the temple. The temple had its
early origins in 600 CE and was subse-
quently restored and enhanced from the
16th century onwards by the Nayaka
rulers, especially TirumalaNayaka.
TheMeenakshi templecomplexhas14

gopurams(gatewaytowers),fourgatesand
multiple halls,withmany resident deities
includingShiva(Sundareswarar),Ganesha,
Murugan, amongst others, all revolving
aroundMeenakshi.Theroofispaintedwith
colourfulart.EveryeveningSundareswarar
is carried toMeenakshi’s silver chamber in
a procession before being returned to his
ownchamberthenextmorning.Eachgop-
uramisatapestryofsculpture,tellingelab-
orate stories—much like a beautifully-en-
graved,colourful,three-dimensionalgraphic
novelthatcommunicatesacrosseras.
However, it is the Hall of a Thousand

Pillars,which is also amuseumwithin the
templecomplex,thatisthefinestshowcase
ofsculptureandart.Thewonderwithinthe
wonder. Each stonepillar or column in the
hall has intricately-carvedsculpturesof ei-
therfiercewarriorsorthemythicalYali(part
lion,partelephant,parthorse).Atthebaseof
each pillar are further small sculptures of
humanforms.Pillarafterpillarofstonemag-
nificence, all intended toawetheobserver.
Nataraja is the deity in theHall, andhence
it’s the firstmuseum Ihave been towhere
prayersareoffered.
Onemustdepositphonesandshoesbe-

fore entering the temple. So,wewere en-
tirely cut off fromour humdrumcontem-
porary life and could feel the cool stone
flooring of the temple against our feet.We
havenophotosinsidethetemple. Itresides
asanenduringmemorythatonecanrevisit
quietly, as onewaits for cases in court or
drinks teaafter a longday’swork, orwhen
onewakes up in themorning.Meenakshi
provides tranquility as she becomes apart
of one’s consciousness. Navtej Singh Johar,
theBharatanatyamdancerandyogapracti-
tioner,said,“Ifyoulookclosely,youwillsee
that all the sculptures in the temple show-
casemovement, butMeenakshi herself is
completelystill”.
Rightthroughourtrip,wehadtheben-

efitof theinsightsofViswaDarini,anarchi-
tectwholivesinMadurai.Sheisaninsider-
connoisseurofherbelovedcity,andmuchto
ourgreat relief provideduswithadetailed
andheartfeltitinerary.Viswaexplainedthat
“Madurai’s core city is plannedaround the
temple in concentric streets”. She had in-
structionsforouractivitieswithinandout-
side the temple: “ForMeenakshi Ammal
Kovil enter via the East Tower and exit via
theWest.Shewouldadd,“eatatLaalaHalwa
Kadai, a 100-year-old shop, serving hot
halwainlotusleaves”.Or“makesuretohave
breakfast atMurugan idlis,where thesoft-
nessof theidlis is likejasmine”.
Viswa sent us for lunch at Amsavalli

Bhavan,tellingusto“startwithkolaurundai
(mutton/chickenminced into balls and
fried),muttai poriyal (South Indian scram-
bled eggswith green chillies and chopped
onions)andvanjaramfry(alocalfish,deep-
fried, to be eatenwith lime).” InMadurai, I
tastedmodifications ofmygrandmother’s
recipe for ginger chicken and foundmy
grandfather’s favorite mutton dishes.
Chickenkaridosai,Madurai’smostpopular
dish, reminded me of the meat curries
servedwith dosai at my grandmother’s
table. Irrespectiveofwhatweatefor lunch,
itwasalwaysfollowedbya“jigarthanda”—
adessertmadefrommilk,agaragar,almond
and ice cream. Theperfectway towardoff
theheatof thehotMadurai sunandround
offaspicymeal.
AswecaughttheflightbacktoDelhiaf-

terafewdaysinMadurai,Ithoughtbackon
whatwehad seen. Faith ismultifaceted in
India:Femaleormaledeities,elaboratetem-
ples, or no fixedplace ofworship, vegetar-
ian or non-vegetarian dietary practices.
Madurai teaches us that in this easy confi-
dence ofmanydiverse faithswithin a reli-
gionliesthetrueheartofHinduism.

Thewriter isaSeniorAdvocateofthe
SupremeCourt.

GIVENOUREXPERIENCEwithdemocracy so
far, it isprovenbeyonddoubt thatdemocracy
isbest suited forapluralistic society likeours.
Ourrichdiversitycannotbesustainedthrough
dictatorial governance. It is only through
democracy that our rich culture, heritage, di-
versity, and pluralism can be sustained and
strengthened.
We Indians love our freedom.Whenany

attempthasbeenmadetosnatchourfreedom,
ouralertcitizenrydidnothesitatetoseizethe
power back fromautocrats. So, it is essential
thatalltheinstitutionsincludingthepoliceand
theinvestigativebodiesupholdandstrengthen
democraticvalues. Theyshouldnotallowau-
thoritariantendenciestocreepin.
Thepoliceandinvestigativeagenciesmay

havede-facto legitimacy, but as institutions,
they are yet to gain social legitimacy. Police
shouldwork impartially and focus on crime
prevention.Theyshouldalsowork incooper-
ationwiththepublic toensure lawandorder.
TheCBIpossessedimmensetrustofthepublic
initsinitialphase.Butwiththepassageoftime,
like every other institutionof repute, theCBI
has also comeunderdeeppublic scrutiny. Its
actionsandinactionshaveraisedquestionsre-
garding its credibility, in some cases. People
hesitatetoapproachthepolice intimesofde-
spair. The imageof the institutionof police is
regrettablytarnishedbyallegationsofcorrup-
tion, police excesses, lack of impartiality and
closenexuswiththepoliticalclass.
Often,policeofficersapproachuswiththe

complaint that they are beingharassed after
thechangeintheregime.Theneedofthehour
istoreclaimsociallegitimacyandpublictrust.
The first step to gain the same is tobreak the
nexuswiththepoliticalexecutive.Thebestof
talents enter this system in expectation of
recognitionandaccolades.Butuprightofficers
finditdifficulttostandbytheiroath.Thetruth
is,thatnomatterhowdeficientandnon-coop-
erativetheotherinstitutionsmaybe, ifyouall
standbyyourethicsandstandunitedwithin-
tegrity, nothing can come in thewayof your
duty.Thisstandstrueforallinstitutions.Thisis
where the role of leadership comes intoplay.
Theinstitutionisasgood,orasbad,asitslead-
ership.Afewuprightofficerscanbringarevo-
lutioninthesystem.
Iwouldliketopointoutafewissuesaffect-

ing the system. These are: Lackof infrastruc-
ture, lack of sufficientmanpower, inhuman
conditions, especially at the lowest rung, lack
ofmodernequipment,questionablemethods
ofprocuringevidence,officers failingtoabide
bytherulebookandthelackofaccountability
oferringofficers.
Then there are certain issues that lead to

delays intrials.Theyare:Lackofpublicprose-
cutorsandstandingcounsels,seekingadjourn-
ments,arrayinghundredsofwitnessesandfil-
ingvoluminousdocuments inpending trials,
undueimprisonmentofundertrials,changein
prioritieswiththechangeinthepoliticalexec-
utive, cherry-pickingof the evidence, and re-
peatedtransfersofofficersleadingtoachange
in thedirectionof the investigation. These is-
suesoftenleadtotheacquittaloftheguiltyand
incarcerationoftheinnocent.Thisseverelyaf-
fectsthepublictrust inthesystem.Thecourts

cannotsimplymonitoreverystep.
Reformof thepolice system is longover-

due in our country. TheMinistry of Home
Affairs has itself recognised the glaringneed
for the same in the “Status Note on Police
ReformsinIndia”.Unfortunately,ourinvestiga-
tiveagenciesstilldonothavethebenefitofbe-
ingguidedbyacomprehensive law.Theneed
of thehour is the creationof an independent
andautonomous investigativeagency. For in-
stance, in spite of the various issues affecting
the Indianjudiciary, thepublicstill reposes its
faith inthe institution.This faith is largelydue
totheinherentautonomyandcommitmentto
theConstitutionandlawsbythejudiciary.
Thereisanimmediaterequirementforthe

creationof an independentumbrella institu-
tion,soastobringvariousagenciesliketheCBI,
SFIO, andEDunder one roof. This body is re-
quired to be created under a statute, clearly
definingitspowers,functionsandjurisdictions.
Suchalawwillalsoleadtomuch-neededleg-
islativeoversight.
It is imperative for the organisation to be

headedbyan independent and impartial au-
thoritytobeappointedbyacommitteeakinto
theonewhichappointstheDirectoroftheCBI.
Theheadoftheorganisationcanbeassistedby
deputieswho are specialists in different do-
mains.Thisumbrellaorganisationwillendthe
multiplicity of proceedings. A single incident
thesedaysgetsinvestigatedbymultipleagen-
cies,oftenleadingtodilutionofevidence,con-
tradictionindepositions,prolongedincarcera-
tionofinnocents.Itwillalsosavetheinstitution
frombeing blamed as a tool of harassment.
Onceanincident isreported, theorganisation
should decide as towhich specialisedwing
shouldtakeupinvestigation.
Oneadditionalsafeguardthatneedstobe

built into the scheme, is tohave separate and
autonomouswingsforprosecutionandinves-
tigation,inordertoensuretotalindependence.
Aprovisionintheproposedlawforanan-

nualauditoftheperformanceoftheinstitution
bytheappointingcommitteewillbeareason-
ablecheckandbalance.
There is aneed for regularupgradationof

knowledge, deployment of state-of-the-art
technology, and international exchangepro-
grammestolearnthebestpractices.
Withthepoliceandpublicorderunderthe

StateList,andrightlyso,theburdenof investi-
gationisprimarilyonthestatepolice.Thereis
no reasonwhy state investigative agencies,
whichhandlemostof the investigations,can-
notenjoythesamelevelofcredibilityasthatof
thenationalagency.TheproposedCentrallaw
fortheumbrellainvestigativebodycanbesuit-
ablyreplicatedbythestates.
Anissuethatneedsaddressingatthisstage

istherepresentationofwomeninthecriminal
justice system.Often,womenfeeldeterred in
reportingcertainoffencesduetoalackofrep-
resentation.Theirpresenceinthepolicingsys-
temwillfurtherencouragehesitantvictimsto
approach the criminal justice systemand re-
portcrimes.
Relationsbetweenthecommunityandpo-

licealsoneedtobefixed.Thisisonlypossibleif
police training includes sensitisationwork-
shopsandinteractionstoinspirepublicconfi-
dence. It is imperative for the police and the
publictoworktogethertocreateasafesociety.
Ultimately youmust remember that your al-
legiancemust be to theConstitution and the
rule of lawandnot to anyperson.Whenyou
standupright, you shall be remembered for
yourcourage,principlesandvalour.Thepolit-
icalexecutivewillchangewithtime,youasan
institutionwillbepermanent.Beindependent,
pledge solidarity to your service. Your frater-
nityisyourstrength.

Editedexcerptsofthe19thDPKohliMemorial
Lecturedeliveredby

Chief JusticeNVRamanaonApril1
atVigyanBhawan,NewDelhi

FindingMeenakshi

COLLECTIVE ACTION
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Crisis&sus-
tainability’(IE,April1).Theunregulated
urbanisation and GHG emissions in
cities have resulted in themelting of
glaciers and polar ice sheets. As such,
whatischallengingaboutachievingcli-
mate-resilient development is that it
cannot be attained in isolation. A col-
lective effort at the global level is re-
quiredtoreverseenvironmentaldecay.
The IPCC report should be taken as a
warning.Notonlyattheindividuallevel
but the government needs to step in,
recognise the symbiotic relationship
betweennatureandmankindandtake
immediate corrective action. Oneway
ofdoingsowouldbetoformulatepoli-
cies that evaluate the climate respon-
sivenessorresourceefficiencyofallthe
projectsateverystage.

AerikaSingh,Chandigarh

TROUBLE NEXT DOOR
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Thearmy's
government' (IE, April 1). Uncertain
power equations in Pakistan are defi-
nitelynotreassuringforIndiabutImran
Khanhasseldommadeanefforttobet-
ter Indo-Pak ties. Thearmy'soverarch-
ing influence on the civilian govern-
ment can do Islamabad no good in
shapingitsforeignpolicy.ATaliban-led
AfghanistanandindecisivePakistanput
Indiainanunenviablespot.Theno-con-
fidencemotionseemstohavemuddied
thewatersall themore.
AnjaliBhavana,Thiruvananthapuram

GOONS GALORE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'House

and Street’ (IE, April 1). The daredev-
ilry of the members of the BJP’s
Bharatiya Yuva Morcha, led by its
National President and MP Tejasvi
Surya,at theofficial residenceofDelhi
ChiefMinisterArvindKejriwalcanput
to shame even street hooligans. His
faultwas that hedidnot comment on
the filmTheKashmir Files favourably.
Inacivil society,wehavenogod-given
right to dragoon somebody into see-
ing everything throughourowneyes.
Asusual, inthepresentviolentepisode
also, theDelhipolicecouldnotseethe
law breakers belonging to the
Bharatiya Janata Party at the site. It is
another matter that the same police
canseethepresenceandinvolvement
of its political opponents sitting hun-
dred miles away from the site of
protest.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

FAILED POLICY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Cheers,
MrCM’(IE,April1).BiharChiefMinister
Nitish Kumar has come under severe
opposition attack following several
hoochtragediesthatclaimed60livesin
thelastfewmonthsof2021,andhisban
has remained only on paper. Nitish
Kumar on Thursday called the people
who drink alcohol as "sinners" while
adding that it is considered a sin by
Mahatma Gandhi, after passing Bihar
Prohibition and Excise (Amendment)
Bill, 2022 in the Assembly that dilutes
thecompletebanofalcoholintroduced
in April 2016, breaking his promise to
women of the state who complained
aboutgrowingdrunkenness.

SSPaul,Nadia

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

“APRILISTHEcruellestmonth,”wroteTSEliot
inTheWasteLand.Familieswithautisticchil-
drenarefamiliarwithcruelty,andatthistime
of theyear, amirror shouldbeheldup toso-
ciety. April is AutismAwarenessMonth and
April 2 is Autism Awareness Day, both of
whicharemandatedbytheUnitedNations.
Autismdiagnosisusuallycomeswrapped

withthelabelofbeing“abnormal”.Clinically,
it is appendedwith a heavy negative list of
what a child cannot do and predictions of
hopelessness,devastatingtheparent.
Autismisnota“disease”thatcanbecured.

It is a lifelong set of developmental impair-
mentsinthedomainsofcommunicationand
social responsiveness, accompanied by re-
strictiveandrepetitivebehaviours. If youare
autistic today, youwill beautistic tomorrow,
andthedayafter.
Official reporting of autismnumbers in

India is extremelyweak. A Government of
India statistical profile from 2021 about
PersonswithDisabilities (PwD)doesnot ac-
count for autism since it bases itself on the
Census data of 2011. Autismwas recognised
as a disability in 2016 under the Rights of
PersonswithDisabilities (RPwD)Act, 2016.
Wehaveaseriousdatadeficit inthis field.
Thebulkoflearningforautisticchildrenin

mostschools,privateandNGO-run,isimple-
mentedthroughanIndividualisedEducation
Plan (IEP) that consists of the following:
Joining dots, tracing letters, putting objects
fromonecontainertotheother,cutting,chop-

pingandpeelingveggies,packing, threading
paperbags,etc.Thereisnocurriculum,nopro-
gressionplanandnotransitionroadmapsfor
induction into teen years and adulthood.
Families faceavoid.Andtheyaredesperate.
It is a crushing setback for amother to

know that her childwill not learn like other
children. It’s like facingpostpartumblues for
years. Calledmadand feral, theautistic child
isavoidedinsocialsettings,notinvitedorbe-
friended in the community. Amother of an
autistic childknowswhatname-calling, dis-
criminationandostracismlookandfeel like.
Researchsuggeststhatsleepdisturbances

impact over 80 per cent of children with
autism.Thisdeficitispassedtothemotheron
adailybasis.Herlifeoscillatesbetweenvigils
bynightandtherapy-hoppingbyday.Thesu-
pervisoryloadishigh.Autisticchildrentendto
wander.Paediatricliteraturebasedonparent
surveysputsthisatroughly50percent.
IntheUS,theCentreforDiseaseControl&

Prevention keeps a tight lens onprevalence
data, conductingmulti-site studies across
states.IntheUK,theDepartmentofEducation
(DoE) reports on autistic students in schools
andalsohonestlyputsoutexclusiondata.The
autismstrategy(2022-2026),theirmostam-
bitiousplan,hascommittedbig investments
forawarenessandtraining.
The first taskbefore thegovernment is to

ramp up autism screening. Unlike Down’s
syndrome, which is screened prenatally
through triple test and amniocentesis, there

arenobiomarkerstodetecttheriskofautism.
Scientificpracticesastheyexistatpresentare
standardised tests— the ChildhoodAutism
Rating Scale— of behaviours and develop-
mentalmilestones.
InIndia,routinepaediatrichealthchecks

mostly focus on anthropometric parame-
ters, cures for seasonal symptoms and the
vaccination schedule, ignoring develop-
mental scrutiny. In 2019, the All India
InstituteofMedical Sciences (AIIMS),New
Delhi, launched a free app —
PedNeuroAiimsDiagnostics — on Google
PlayandtheAppStore. Itmakesassessment
parameters available to all paediatricians.
Despite being very robust, the app has not
seenmuchtraction.TheMinistryofHealth
&FamilyWelfare shoulddrive its adoption
asagovernment-to-citizenmeasure in the
child healthcare systemsof our country.
Second, the big tent approach of special

education is notworking.Whatworks for
dyslexia orDown’s syndromewill notwork
withautism.Besides, there isnooneautism.
LornaWing, a towering figure in autism re-
search,hascalledita“spectrumofconditions”,
from the severely affected to the high func-
tioning. After global diagnostic criteria
changesbroughtthroughDSM-V(Diagnostic
and StatisticalManual ofMental Disorders),
Asperger’s syndrome, a conditionwithout
learning disability butwith similarities to
autismwas also included as a sub-group of
autism. Therefore, a responsive curriculum

frameworkistheneedof thehour.
Flexi-syllabusandtheuseofscribesareal-

lowedbyCBSE to fulfil the provisions of the
RPwDAct. But, howmany have availed of
thesefacilities?Thereisnogovernmentdata
butbasedonparentalnarratives fromdiffer-
entcities,itcanbesafelysaidthatitisaccessed
onlybyamicroscopicminorityamongautis-
tic learners.
TheNationalEducationPolicy(NEP)2020

states that “by 2025, at least 50 per cent of
learnersthroughtheschoolandhigheredu-
cation system shall have exposure to voca-
tionaleducation,forwhichaclearactionplan
with targets and timelines will be devel-
oped.” This principle should be applied to
autism education, given that autistics have
specialsystemisingabilities, focussedinter-
ests and an aptitude for vocational tasks.
Learningmaterialsandteachingtheteachers
arecrucial steps.
Third,autismawarenesscampaignsneed

to popularise legal rights and government
benefit schemes,which include free educa-
tion and financial support for benchmarked
disabilities. TheUniqueDisability ID card is-
suancefacilityhastobeliberalisedanddecen-
tralised.Presently,fewgovernmenthospitals
are authorised to do thisworkmaking the
processcumbersome.
Autismisamajorpaediatricconcern.Our

systemshavetobereadyfor it.

Thewriter isEditor,TelecomLive&Infralive

Joining the dots on autism

OPENING ARGUMENT

ByMenakaGuruswamy

Break nexus with executive
Maduraiteachesusthatthetrueheart
ofHinduismliesintheeasyconfidence
ofmanywaysoffaithwithinit

AnindependentumbrellabodythatbringsinvestigativeagenciesliketheCBI
underoneroofholdsthekeytorestoretheircredibility

NVRamana

RashmiDas

CR Sasikumar

Rampupscreening,developresponsivecurriculum,populariselegalrights
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SERBIA

8DEAD INCOALMINEACCIDENT
An accident on Friday in a coal mine in central Serbia killed eight miners and wounded
18 others, authorities said, adding that the workers apparently suffocated from too
much methane gas. Officials said an investigation was underway to determine exactly
what happened at the Soko coal mine, located 200 km southeast of Belgrade.

USA

Oscarsproducer:
Policeofferedto
arrestWillSmith
OSCARS PRODUCERWill
PackersaidLosAngelespo-
licewere ready to arrest
Will Smith after Smith
slappedChris Rockon the
Academy Awards stage.
“They were saying, you
know,this isbattery,wasa
wordtheyusedinthatmo-
ment,”Packersaidinaclip
released by ABC News
Thursdaynightofaninter-
view.“Theysaidwewillgo
get him.Weareprepared.
We’repreparedtogethim
right now. You can press
charges,wecanarresthim.
Theywere laying out the
options.” But Packer said
Rockwas“verydismissive”
of the idea. “Hewas like,
‘No,no,no,I’mfine’,”Packer
said.Packeraddedthatof-
ficers asked Rock if they
shouldtakeanyaction,but
hesaidno. AP

TheLAPDhassaid
theywereawareof
the incident.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

SOLOMONISLANDS

Won’tallow
Chinesemilitary
base:govt
AMIDAregionalbacklash,
theSolomonIslandssaidit
wouldnotallowaChinese
militarybaseinthePacific
islands nation despite its
planstosignasecuritypact
withBeijing.Adayafterof-
ficials fromthetwocoun-
tries initialled a draft
agreementonsecurity,the
office of Solomon Islands
PrimeMinisterManasseh
SogavaresaidonFridaythe
agreementdoesnotinvite
China to establish amili-
tarybase.“Governmentis
conscious of the security
ramification of hosting a
military base...,” a state-
mentsaid. REUTERS

MEXICO

Presidentpoised
towinhistoric
referendum
MEXICAN PRESIDENT
Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador is this month
poised forvictory ina ref-
erendumonhis rule that
could fortifyhis authority
during the final stretchof
hisadministrationevenas
criticsdismissthevoteasa
sideshow.Therecallrefer-
endum on April 10 has
giventheLopezObradora
focalpointforhisconstant
broadsidesagainsttheop-
position,which is strug-
gling to capitalise on the
troubleshehashaddeliv-
ering onpromises. Lopez
Obrador argues the first-
of-its-kind vote is vital to
validate his democratic
mandate. REUTERS

ELISABETTAPOVOLEDO
&IANAUSTEN
VATICANCITY,APRIL 1

POPEFRANCISapologisedFriday
fortheCatholicChurch’sinvolve-
ment in a system of Canadian
boarding schools that abused
Indigenous children for 100
years, an announcement that
comes after the discovery last
yearofsignsofunmarkedgraves
withtheremainsofhundredsof
people,manyof themchildren.
“I feel shame— sorrow and

shame — for the role” that
Catholics played “in the abuses
yousufferedandinthelackofre-
spect shown for your identity,

yourcultureandevenyourspir-
itual values,” Francis said.
Francis also promised he

would travel to Canada, where
hewould be better able to “ex-
press to youmy closeness” as
part of a process of healing and
reconciliation.
Francis spoke during an au-

dience at the Apostolic Palace
with62delegatesfromCanada’s
threelargestIndigenousgroups,
whohadtraveled to theVatican
in thehope that hewould apol-
ogizetosurvivorsinCanada.This
was the first apology to the
Indigenous people of Canada
from a pope andwas a reversal
of Francis’ earlierposition.
Fromthe1880s to the1990s,

the Canadian government ran a
systemof compulsory boarding
schoolsthataNationalTruthand

ReconciliationCommissioncalled
aformof“culturalgenocide.”The
Catholic Churchoperated about

70%of theschoolsinthesystem.
About 150,000 Indigenous

children were separated from
their families and sent to these
residentialschools,whereabuse,
both physical and sexual, was
widespread, alongwith neglect
anddisease.Murray Sinclair, the
former judgewho headed the
commission, estimates that at
least6,000childrenwentmissing.
Whether the Vatican knew

abouttheextentofabusesatthe
schoolswhile theywereopen is
unclear.TheCatholicordersthat
operated themhave been slow
to open their records to the
National Centre for Truth and
Reconciliation,anarchiveandre-
searchbody.

Inprivatesessionsearlierthis
weekwithMétis, Inuit and First
Nations delegates, Francis heard
story after painful story of the
abuse suffered at the hands of
Catholiceducatorsattheschools.
Delegates—includingsurvivors,
leaders, elders, youth and spiri-
tualadvisersfromvariousnations
— said the popehad listened at-
tentively and had expressed his
sorrow. The delegates said this
week that they believed the
pope’s commitment to healing
openwoundswassincere.
Immediately after Friday’s

meeting,delegatessaidtheywere
overjoyed by the papal apology
and that they looked forward to
greetingthepopeinCanada.

“The pope’s words today
were historic, to be sure. They
werenecessary,andIappreciate
themdeeply,”saidCassidyCaron,
president of theMétis National
Council.“AndInowlookforward
to the pope’s visit to Canada,
wherehecanofferthosesincere
wordsof apologydirectly toour
survivors and their families
whose acceptance and healing
ultimatelymatters themost.”
The delegates also asked

Francis to repatriate artifacts in
the collections of Vatican
Museumsandopen theVatican
archives so researchers could
combthrough records anddoc-
uments regarding the residen-
tial school system. NYT

VOWS TO VISIT CANADA AS PART OF HEALING PROCESS OVER CHURCH’S ROLE IN ABUSIVE SYSTEM OF RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS

I feel shame: Pope apologises to Indigenous people of Canada

PopeFranciswithanIndigenousdelegationfromCanada,at
theVaticanonFriday.Reuters

NEBIQENA&
YURASKARMANAU
KYIV,APRIL 1

TALKS TO stop the fighting in
Ukraine resumed Friday, as an-
otherattempttorescuecivilians
from the besieged port city of
Mariupol broke down and
RussiaaccusedtheUkrainiansof
launching a cross-border heli-
copterattackonanoildepot.
The governor of Russia’s

Belgorod region said the alleged
airstrike by a pair of helicopter
gunships causedmultiple fires
and injured two people. A
Kremlin spokesman said the in-
cidentterritorycouldundermine
thenegotiationsbetweenRussian
andUkrainianrepresentatives.
“Certainly, this is not some-

thing that can be perceived as
creatingcomfortableconditions
forthecontinuationofthetalks,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskovrepliedwhenaskedif the
strike couldbeviewedas anes-
calationof thewar inUkraine.
Itwas not immediately pos-

sible to verify the claim that
Ukrainian helicopters targeted
the oil depot or several nearby
businesses in Belgorod also re-
ported hit. Russia has reported
shellingfromUkrainebefore,in-
cluding an incident last week
thatkilledamilitarychaplain,but
notan incursionof itsairspace.
AskedifUkrainehadfiredon

the depot, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba said in
Warsaw that he could “neither
confirmnornorreject theclaim
thatUkrainewasinvolvedinthis
simplybecause I donotpossess
all themilitary information.”

Thelatestnegotiations,taking
placebyvideolink,followameet-
ing in Turkey onTuesdaywhere
Ukrainereiterateditswillingness
toabandonabidtojoinNATOand
offeredproposalstohaveitsneu-
tralmilitarystatusguaranteedby
arangeof foreigncountries.
TheheadoftheRussiandele-

gation,VladimirMedinsky,wrote
on socialmedia thatMoscow’s

positions on retaining control of
the Crimean Peninsula and ex-
panding the territory in eastern
Ukraine held by Russia-backed
separatists“areunchanged.”
TheInternationalCommittee

fortheRedCrosssaidcomplexlo-
gistics were still beingworked
outfortheoperationtogetemer-
gencyaidintoMariupolandcivil-
iansoutofthecity,whichhassuf-

fered weeks of heavy fighting
with dwindlingwater, food and
medical supplies.
“Wearerunningoutofadjec-

tivestodescribethehorrorsthat
residents inMariupol have suf-
fered,”ICRCspokespersonEwan
Watson said FridayduringaUN
briefing in Geneva. “The situa-
tion is horrendous and deterio-
rating,andit’snowahumanitar-
ian imperative that people be
allowedto leave...”
Separately, Ukraine’s state

power company, Energoatom,
saidRussian troopspulledoutof
thecontaminatedChernobylnu-
clear site inUkraine early Friday
afterreceiving“significantdoses”
ofradiationfromdiggingtrenches
in theexclusionzonearoundthe
closed plant. The International
Atomic Energy Agency said it
couldnotindependentlyconfirm
theexposureclaim. AP

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ISLAMABAD,APRIL 1

AHEAD OF Sunday’s no-confi-
dence motion against him,
Pakistan PrimeMinister Imran
Khan on Friday said a “power-
ful country”, which is support-
ing India, is angry with
Islamabadbecauseofhisrecent
visit toRussia.
Addressing the Islamabad

SecurityDialogue, Khanempha-
sisedthatanindependentforeign
policywascrucialforthecountry,
andsaidthereasonwhyPakistan
couldnottouchitspeakpotential
wasitsdependencysyndromeon
otherpowerfulnations.
“A countrywithout an inde-

pendent foreign policy remains
unable to secure the interests of
itspeople,”hesaid.
Duringhis speech, Khanalso

praised India for its independent
foreign policy thatwas centred
around its people. “Theyprotect
theirindependentforeignpolicy,”
theDawnnewspaperquotedhim
assaying.
Khan said it was being said

thatPakistancouldnotupset the
US,butIndiaduetoitsindepend-
ent foreignpolicywasbuyingoil
fromRussia.
“TheUSsaysitcannotsayany-

thingtoIndiaduetoitsindepend-
ent foreign policy,” Imran said,
addingthatdespitebeingaUSally,
India was fostering ties with
Russia.
He said as per the US, India

wasasovereignstate,so“whatare
wethen?”heasked.
Khan’scommentscameaday

after Pakistan summoned the
ActingUSenvoy in Islamabad to
the Foreign Ministry over a
“threatening”letterandanalleged
“foreign-fundedplot”againstthe
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
governmentledbyKhan.
In an interview with ARY

NewsonFriday,Khansaidthereis
credible information that his life
isindanger.
“Letmeinformmynationthat

mylifeisatrisk,too,theyhavealso
plannedformycharacterassassi-
nation. Not onlymyself butmy
wifetoo,”hesaid.

‘Threeoptions’
Khanalsosaidthatthe“estab-

lishment”gavehimthreeoptions
—no-confidencevote,earlyelec-
tions or resignation as Prime
Minister.
“Isaidearlyelectionisthebest

option…Icouldneverthinkofre-
signing…andforno-trustmotion,
IbelievethatIwillfighttillthelast
minute,”hesaid.

Anotherbid toevacuatecivilians frombesiegedMariupolunderway

Atthesiteof a fireatanoildepot inBelgorodregion inRussia.ThegovernorofBelgorod
accusedUkraineof strikingtheoildepotFridaymorning.AP

Moscowsays Ukraine strike hit a fuel
depot inside Russia as talks resume

China rejects
sanctions as war
tops agenda for
its EU summit

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BRUSSELS,APRIL 1

CHINA ON Friday renewed its
criticism ofWestern sanctions
against Russia, as top European
Union officials sought assur-
ances fromBeijing that itwould
not help Moscow circumvent
the economic measures im-
posedinresponsetoRussia’s in-
vasionofUkraine.
TheChineseForeignMinistry

also laid blame for the war in
Ukraine at least partially on the
US for pushing to expand the
NATOmilitary alliance closer to
Russia’sborders.
Atavirtualsummit,European

CouncilPresidentCharlesMichel,
CommissionPresidentUrsulavon
der Leyen andEU foreignpolicy
chief Josep Borrell sought signs
fromChinesePresidentXiJinping
and Premier Li Keqiang that
Beijingwouldhelptoendthewar
in Ukraine. Von der Leyen said
bothsides“exchangedveryclearly
opposingviews”onmany topics
but expressedhopes that China
woulduseitsinfluenceasamajor
powertoconvinceRussiaitshould
putanendtothewar.
China’s Foreign Ministry

spokespersonZhao Lijian earlier
said his country “disapproves of
solvingproblems through sanc-
tions, andweare evenmoreop-
posedtounilateralsanctionsand
long-armjurisdictionthathaveno
basisininternationallaw”. AP

AHEADOFTRUSTVOTE

PakistanPMImranKhan

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL 1

THESRI Lankangovernmenton
Friday termed theprotests near
PresidentGotabayaRajapaksa’s
residence over the economic
crisesinthecountryas“anactof
terrorism”,andblamed“extrem-
ist elements” linked to opposi-
tionparties for the incident.
A violent protest erupted

outside the residence of
RajapaksaonThursdayashun-
dreds of demonstrators gath-
ered there and demanded his
resignationforwhattheycalled
his failure in addressing the
worst economic crisis in the is-
landnation.
Severalpeoplewere injured

andvehicleswere set on fire as
the agitation turned violent.
Police fired teargas and water
cannons at the protesters after

theypulleddowna steel barri-
cade placed near the
President’s residence.

Following the incident, several
peoplewerearrestedandacur-
few briefly imposed in most

parts of Colombo city.
Aforeignexchangecrunchin

SriLankahasledtoashortageof

essential goods such as fuel.
cookinggas,andpowercutsthat
lastup to13hoursaday.
A statement issued by the

presidential media division on
Friday said an extremist group
was behind the unrest near
PresidentRajapaksa’sresidence
in Mirihana, the Daily Mirror
newswebsite reported.
Talking to reporters, trans-

port minister Dilum
Amunugama said the violence
“wasanactof terrorism”.
Health minister Keheliya

Rambukwella said the
President’s lifewas indanger as
the demonstration had taken
placedue to intelligence failure.
Police said the number of

peoplearrestedintheaftermath
of the violence has increased to
54.Fivepolicemenwereinjured,
while a police bus, a jeep and
twomotorcycleswere burnt as
protesters turnedviolent. PTI

Amazon workers
in New York
vote to unionise
New York: Amazonworkers in
StatenIsland,NewYork,votedto
unioniseonFriday,marking the
firstsuccessfulUSorganisingef-
fort in the retail giant’s history
andhandinganunexpectedwin
to a nascent group that fuelled
theuniondrive.
Voteswere still being tabu-

lated but union supporters se-
curedawideenoughmargin to
give the fledgling Amazon
LaborUnionenoughsupport to
pulloff avictory.Thevotes that
were either voided or con-
testedbyeitherAmazonor the
ALU did not appear to be
enough to sway the outcome.
Thevictorywasanuphillbat-

tle for the independent group,
made up of former and current
workerswholackedofficialback-
ing from an established union
and were out-gunned by the
deep-pocketedretailgiant. AP

Ataprotest inColomboonThursday.Reuters

JamalKhashoggiwas last
seenenteringenteringthe
Saudiconsulate in Istanbul
onOctober2,2018

Imran says powerful
country supporting
India is angry with
Pak for Russia stance
Mylife is indanger:PakistanPM

Turkey to clear
Khashoggi
murder trial’s
move to S Arabia

SUZANFRASER
ANKARA,APRIL 1

TURKEY’SJUSTICEministersaid
Fridaythatthegovernmentwill
recommend that an Istanbul
court close a trial in absentia
against 26 Saudi nationals
charged in the slaying of
Washington Post columnist
Jamal Khashoggi and transfer
the case toSaudiArabia.
BekirBozdagspokeadayaf-

ter a Turkish prosecutor re-
questedthetransfer, inlinewith
a request fromthekingdom.
The request, which came as

Turkey and Saudi Arabia have
been working to improve ties,
raised fears of a possible
coverup of the killing that trig-
gered an international outcry
and cast a cloud of suspicion
over Saudi Crown Prince
MohammedbinSalman.
Amnesty International has

urged Turkey to press ahead
with the trial, arguing that the
case would be placed under
wraps ifmovedtoSaudiArabia.
Khashoggi, whowrote criti-

cally of Saudi Arabia’s crown
prince, disappeared onOctober
2, 2018, after entering theSaudi
consulate in Istanbul, seeking
documents that would allow
himtomarryhisTurkishfiancee.
Heneveremerged. AP

AFIRSTFORCOMPANY Sri Lanka economic crisis: Protests near President’s
residence an ‘act of terrorism’, says govt; 54 arrested

RUSSIAN ENERGY giant
GazpromsaidFridayitwasex-
iting its business inGermany,
amid a row between the two
countries over Moscow’s in-
sistence on switching pay-
ments for Russian gas to rou-
bles fromeuros.
Itwasnotimmediatelyclear

howthemovewouldaffectthe
supplyofRussiangas,onwhich
Germanydependsforabout40
per centof itsneeds. Thecom-
panysaiditterminatedpartici-
pation inGazpromGermania
GMBHandallitsassets,includ-
ing Gazprom Marketing &
TradingLtd. REUTERS

Gazprom exits German business

Scientists publish the first complete human genome
REUTERS
WASHINGTON,APRIL 1

SCIENTISTS ON Thursday pub-
lishedthefirstcompletehuman
genome, filling in gaps remain-
ing after previous efforts while
offering new promise in the
search for clues regarding dis-
ease-causingmutationsandge-

netic variation among the
world’s7.9billionpeople.
Researchers in 2003 un-

veiled what was then billed as
the complete sequence of the
humangenome.Butabout8%of
ithadnotbeenfullydeciphered,
mainly because it consisted of
highlyrepetitivechunksofDNA
thatweredifficult tomeshwith
the rest.

Aconsortiumofscientistsre-
solvedthatinresearchpublished
in the journal Science. Thework
was initially made public last
year before its formal peer re-
viewprocess.
“Generatingatrulycomplete

human genome sequence rep-
resents an incredible scientific
achievement,providingthefirst
comprehensiveviewofourDNA

blueprint,” Eric Green, director
of theNationalHumanGenome
ResearchInstitute(NHGRI),part
of the US National Institutes of
Health, said inastatement.
“This foundational informa-

tion will strengthen themany
ongoingeffortstounderstandall
thefunctionalnuancesofthehu-
mangenome,whichinturnwill
empowergenetic studiesof hu-

mandisease,”Greenadded.
Theconsortium’sfullversion

is composed of 3.055 billion
basepairs, theunits fromwhich
chromosomesandourgenesare
built, and19,969genes thaten-
code proteins. Of these genes,
theresearchersidentifiedabout
2,000 new ones. Most of those
are disabled, but 115 may still
be active.

UN: Yemen warring parties
agree to two-month truce
Cairo: Yemen’s warring sides
have accepted a two-month
truce, startingwith theMuslim
holymonth of Ramzan, the UN
envoy toYemensaidFriday.
Theenvoy,HansGrundberg,

announcedtheagreementfrom
Amman, Jordan, after meeting
separatelywithbothsidesinthe
country’s brutal civil war in re-

centdays.Hesaidthathehoped
the trucewouldbe renewedaf-
ter twomonths.
Theagreementcomesaftera

significant escalation in recent
weeks that saw several attacks
byYemen’sHouthirebelsattacks
across the country’s borders to
the United Arab Emirates and
SaudiArabia. AP
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL1

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
SitharamanonFriday confirmed
that India has procured dis-
counted crude oil fromRussia,
worth3-4daysofthecountry’soil
requirements, despite criticism
from the US that trade with
Moscow would help fuel the
Ukraineinvasion.
“Wehave startedbuying (oil

fromRussia).Wehave received
quiteanumberofbarrels.Iwould
think about 3-4 days of supply,
and this will continue. India’s
overall interest iswhat is kept in
mind,”SitharamansaidonFriday,
adding both she and Foreign
Minister S Jaishankar had ex-
plained India’spositionclearlyat
multiple fora.”I would putmy
country’s national interest first,
andIwouldputmyenergysecu-
rity first. If there is fuel available

and available at a discount,why
shouldn’tIbuyit?Ineeditformy
people,sowehavealreadystarted
purchasing,” she said at India
Business Leader Awards, organ-
isedbyCNBC-TV18.
USCommerceSecretaryGina

Raimondohas said reports that
Indiasettingupapaymentsystem
toprocureRussiancrudeoilwere
“deeply disappointing”. The
WhiteHousehas, however, pre-

viously clarified that amove by
Indiatoprocurediscountedcrude
oilfromRussiawouldnotbeavi-
olation of US sanctions on
Moscow.
India has been offered dis-

countsashighas$35perbarrelon
crudeoilpricesbeforethestartof
the conflict byRussia, according
to officials. Sitharaman’s com-
mentscomeamidatwo-dayvisit
by Russian Foreign Minister
SergeyLavrov.
Four days of India’s crude oil

importswouldequatetoabout2.1
millionmetric tonnes or about
16.1million barrels of crude oil
basedonIndia’scrudeoilimports
inFY2021.Indiaimportsabout85
per cent of its crude oil require-
ments but only about 3per cent
ofcrudeoilimportsareordinarily
sourcedfromRussia.
The US and Canada have

banned all imports of Russian
crude oil and the UK has an-
nounced that it will phase out

crude oil purchases fromRussia
bytheendoftheyear.Russiancar-
goesofcrudeoilhavebeenstrug-
glingto findbuyersasmanyma-
jorfirmsareavoidingpurchasing
Russian crude over concerns of
reputationaldamage.
The price of Brent crude has

risen sharply this year, evenhit-
ting a 14-year peak of $139 per
barrel in earlyMarch over con-
cernsofanimportbanonRussian
crudeoilbyEUcountries.
The price of Brent crude on

Fridaywasabout$105.3perbar-
rel, up about 35 per cent from
$77.8perbarrel at thebeginning
oftheyear,andabout$10perbar-
relhigher than thepriceof Brent
crudepriortoRussia’sinvasionof
Ukraine.
Indianrefinershadtemporar-

ily halted new purchases of
RussianflagshipUralscrudeafter
Russiaannounceda“specialmil-
itaryoperationinUkraine”butre-
sumedpurchasesinMarch.

‘WORTHABOUT3-4DAYSOFSUPPLY’

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,APRIL1

IN THE seventh consecutive
hike,state-ownedoilretailers
Friday revised the prices of
AviationTurbineFuel(ATF)by
2percent.Thejetfuelwillnow
costRs1,12,924.83perkilolitre
inDelhi—anall-timehigh.On
accountofcostlierfuel,airfares
have already doubled in the
pastfewweeksonsomeofthe
popular routes. Going ahead,
travel industry professionals
said,faresforlateAprilandthe
entiremonthofMayarelikely
tobepricedup to15%higher
thancurrentlevels.
Jet fuel prices are revised

on the 1st and 16th of every
month, basedon the average
international price of bench-
mark fuel in the preceding
fortnight.Lastmonth,interna-
tional crude oil prices had
climbed to a 14-year high of
$140 a barrel andhave since
cooled off but stay elevated
above$100abarrel.
Sector experts said that

the increase in ATF prices
could translate into higher
airfaresaheadofthesummer
vacationseason,whichisthe
peak travel period during a
year. Notably, domestic air-
fares are still governed by
government-mandatedprice
ceilingsandfloors.
“WithATFbecomingcost-

lier,flightpriceshavedoubled
acrosssomepopularroutesin
thepastfewweeks.Travellers
will need tobook in advance
fortheirupcomingtripsifthey
want to get the best possible
prices.Hopefully,thehighde-
mand for summer travel that
theindustryiswitnessingwill
help offset fuel costs,” Aloke
Bajpai, group CEO & co-
founderofonlinetravelportal
ixigosaid.
Aviation turbine fuel

makesupforalmosthalfofthe

costforairlines,theincreasein
its prices is expected to be
passed on to the consumers
giventheprecariousfinancial
condition of Indian carriers.
Theheighteneddemanddur-
ingthesummertravelseason
meansthatairlineswouldnot
shyawayfromraisingairfares.
“Withtheupcomingpeak

summer travel season, fares
are expected to increase.Our
expectationisthatdepartures
for late April and the entire
monthofMayare likely tobe
pricedup to15%higher than
current levels,” said Indiver
Rastogi, president & group
head–Global Business Travel,
ThomasCook&SOTC.
The ability topass on the

increase in fuel costs to con-
sumersisexpectedtobenefit
the airlines. Jet fuel prices
have been increased by
state-owned oil marketing
companies every fortnight
since the the beginning of
2022, and in seven hikes
startingJanuary1,ATFprices
have been increased by Rs
38,902.42perkilolitre.
“The high price environ-

ment continueswithoil now
pricedhigherthanwhatitwas
15daysago.Butastrongtravel
seasonand removal of all re-
strictions are good news for
the industry.Thehigher fares
maybe adeterrent for some
butlargelyrevengetourismis
drivingtravel,”AmeyaJoshiof
aviation analysis portal
NetworkThoughtssaid.

SECTORWATCH
AVIATION

Mumbai:StockmarketsonFriday
kickedoffFY23onapositivenote
withkey indices gaining around
1.2per cent onall-roundbuying
interest. Thebenchmark Sensex
crossed the 59,000 level and
closedwithagainof708pointsat
59,276.69andtheNSENiftyindex
jumped 206 points to close at
17,670.45.
The rupee closed at 75.79

againstthedollaronFriday.Theru-
peehaddepreciatedby264paise,
or3.61percentagainstthedollar
duringthefiscalyear2021-22.
Healthybuying inenergy, re-

altyandbankingstockshelpedin-
dices to gradually inchhigher as
thedayprogressed. Thebroader
marketstoosawbuyinginterestas
itended1.4-1.7percentup.ENS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL1

FUTURERETAIL onFriday said it
hasfailedtoinfuseRs3,900byway
of equity in the companybefore
theduedateofMarch31,2022.
Further, considering the infu-

sionof capital, therewasanobli-
gationon thecompany topayan
aggregateamountof Rs5,322.32
crore—asdefinedintheone-time
restructuring(OTR)plan—tovar-
ious consortium banks and
lendersbeforeMarch31,thecom-
panysaidinanexchangefiling.
AccordingtoFutureRetail,due

to ongoing litigations with
Amazon.com NV Investment
HoldingsLLCandotherconnected
issues, thecompanywasnotable
to complete theactivities in rela-
tion to raisingof fundsbywayof
equitycontributionandalsopay-
mentofobligationsonduedate.

Future Retail defaults
Future to SC: For
`1.4K cr, Amazon
has destroyed a
`26K-cr company
NewDelhi:OpposingAmazon’s
pleatorestrainFutureRetail(FRL)
fromfurther alienating its stores,
theKishoreBiyani firmonFriday
toldtheSupremeCourtthatthee-
commerce company “wanted to
destroyus,anditsucceeded”.
FRL told aBench ledbyChief

JusticeNVRamana that “for Rs
1,400 crore (theAmazon-Future
deal),AmazonhasdestroyedaRs
26,000-crore company.Amazon
has been successful in what it
wantedtodo...Wearehangingby
athread.Noonewantstodobusi-
nesswithusnow,,,” senior coun-
selHarishSalve,appearingforFRL,
said.FE

National interestfirst,buying
discountedRussiancrude:FM

NIRMALASITHARAMAN
Finance Minister PTI file

Mumbai:Uberhassaidit
is raising fares by15per
centfortravelinMumbai
tooffsettheimpactofris-
ing fuelprices.PTI

Uber hikes
fares by 15%
in Mumbai

As ATF price
soars to new
high, airfares
to get dearer

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL1

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT)has allowed the
Central government to takeover
the management of Delhi
GymkhanaClubandnominate15
personsasdirectorsofthegeneral
committeeoftheclub.
Holdingthat theclubwasbe-

ing run in thenatureof “parivar-
vaad”, a two-memberBench, led
by NCLT President Justice
RamalingamSudhakar,saidthere

wassufficientevidencetoforhold-
ingthat“itisacaseofmismanage-
ment for the affairs of the com-
pany and the general council
members of each financial year
havebeenpropagating the same

violationsyearafteryear”.
“Thecontinuedconductofthe

governingbodyof the company
whoseacts areprejudicial to the
publicinterestandagainstthein-
terestof thecompanyjustify that
the companyof this kind should
bewoundup,”thetribunalnoted
initsjudgment. InApril2020,the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA)hadmovedaplea before
the NCLT that a management
committeeappointedbythegov-
ernmentshouldimmediatelytake
over Delhi Gymkhana Club as
therewas “fraudulent and ram-

pantmismanagementof affairs”
prevalentatthecentury-oldclub.
Initsplea,theMCAhadalsore-

quested that the club should be
barredfromacceptingnewmem-
bersandanew15-membergov-
ernment-appointed committee
shouldmanagetheclub.TheMCA
had said that since Delhi
GymkhanaClubwasinitiallyreg-
isteredasSection8Companyand
hadobtained landon lease from
thegovernment,thegovernment
shouldbe allowed to supersede
the club’s board under Sections
241and242oftheCompaniesAct.

NCLTGIVESNOD

ADMISSION NOTICE (2022-23)

639

MAHAPREIT invites offers to avail the professional Consultancy
services from the reputed and experienced service agencies for
preparation of Pre-Feasibility Report (PFR) and Detail Project
Report (DPR) onGreen Hydrogen as alternative fuel.
The interested bidders may submit their offer on or before
2 0 / 0 4 / 2 022 . De t a i l s o f RFP can be v i ewed on
https://mpbcdc.maharashtra.gov.inandhttps://mahapreit.in

Mahatma Phule Renewable Energy
and Infrastructure Technology Limited
(Subsidiary of MPBCDC, a Government of Maharashtra undertaking)

Notice for Invitation of Request or Proposal

Executive Director
Sensex kicks
off new fiscal
with 1.2% rally

BRIEFLY
ITRforms
NewDelhi:TheFinanceMin-
istry notified new income
tax return forms, ITR-1 to
ITR-5,whichwillseekmore
informationregardingover-
seasretirementbenefitsand
interestaccrualonprovident
fund deposits exceeding
`2.5lakhayear.

Tradepolicy
NewDelhi: TheCommerce
Ministrynotified extension
oftheexistingForeignTrade
PolicytillSeptember30.

CNG,PNGrates
NewDelhi: CNGpricewas
hikedby80paise to `60.81
akg, andpipedcookinggas
(PNG)by`5to`41.61percu-
bicmetreinDelhionFriday.

AmfionMFs
NewDelhi:Amfi (Associat-
ionofMutualFundsinIndia)
prescribednewbenchmar-
kingsystemformutualfun-
dsfortheirschemes.

HondaCEO
NewDelhi:HondaCarsIndia
said Takuya Tsumura took
chargeasitspresident-CEO.
ItalsoelevatedKunalBehlto
vicepresident(marketing&
sales) fromoperatinghead
(sales &network develop-
ment)previously.PTI

EUoncrypto
London: European Union
lawmakerswere set oback
tougher safeguards for
transfersofbitcoinandother
cryptocurrencies, inthelat-
est sign that regulators are
tightening up on the free-
wheelingsector. REUTERS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,APRIL1

ONEOFthemostactive investors
inIndia’sconsumerinternetecos-
ystemSoftBankcouldtakeitsfoot
off the funding gas pedal, as the
company’s founderMasayoshi
Sonhas toldhis topexecutives to
slowdown investments, accord-
ingtoareportbyFinancialTimes.

WhyisSoftBankslowingdown
itsinvestments?
Asper the FT report, thewor-

ld’slargesttechinvestorislooking
toraisecashinlightof fallingtech
stocksandaregulatorycrackdown
inChina—somethingthathasre-
sulted in the SoftBankGroup’s
holdingsgetting severelyhit. The
estimated writedown at the

Japanesecompanyforthisquarter
stoodat$30billion,althoughare-
centuptickinsomesharesmeant
itwasnowcloser to around$20
billion,thereportsaid.

Howimportantis
SoftBanktoIndia’s
startupecosystem?
SoftBank, through

itsVisionFundinvest-
mentvehicle, isoneof
the biggest investors in India’s
startup and consumer internet
ecosystem, alongside the likes
of Sequoia Capital and Tiger
Global. InDecember,Son,speak-
ing at India’s flagship global fi-
nancial technology summit
Infinity Forum, had said: “Just
this year alone, we have in-
vested $3 billion into India.We
are the biggest foreign investor

in India. We are providers of
about10percentof thefunding
of all the unicorns in India”. He
claimed that SoftBank-backed

companies in India
have created more
than1million jobs.

Whichfirmsare
backedbySoftBank?
The Japanese con-

glomerate has backed
some of the biggest names in
Indian tech, including Paytm,
Flipkart, Ola, Oyo, Swiggy,
Delhivery, InMobi, Lenskart, etc.
Lately,ithasalsoinvestedincom-
panies likeMeesho,OfBusiness,
Zeta, and turned them intouni-
corns—orprivatelyheldcompa-
niesvaluedat$1billionormore.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

How SoftBank slowing funding
could impact Indian startups

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL1

INDIA IS set to sign an interim
tradeagreementwithAustraliaon
Saturday, which will give ex-
porters zero duty access to the
Australianmarket for over6,000
goods,includinglabourintensive
productssuchas textiles, leather,
apparelandfootwear.
ThezerodutyaccessforIndian

exportstoAustraliawillcoverover
95percentofshipmentstoAustr-
aliaimmediatelyandgive100per
cent of Indian exports zeroduty
accessoverfiveyears.
Officials said thatmostgoods

thatIndiaexportstoAustraliacur-
rentlyattract a5per cent import
duty,puttingthematadisadvan-
tagewhen compared to goods
fromnationswithwhichAustralia
has freetradeagreements (FTAs)
orleastdevelopedcountrieswhi-
chfacezeroduty.“Sothey(comp-
etitorcountries)havethatadvan-
tage of 5% (duty)... especially on
labour intensive sectors: textiles,
apparel, leather, footwear... India
would be able to neutralise that
disadvantagewehave vis-a-vis
ourcompetitors,”anofficialsaid.
India, inturn, isset toprovide

zero duty access to over 70 per
cent of Australian importswith
lowertariffsoncertainotherprod-
ucts including Australianwine.
Officialssaidthedealwasan“en-
hancedpartnership” agreement
with a comprehensive FTA likely
tobeconcludedsubsequently.
IndiasignedaComprehensive

EconomicPartnershipAgreement
with theUAE in February and is
currently negotiating FTAswith
theUK,EUandCanada.
“Wehavetriedtopreservethe

sensitivitiesofIndia”,saidanoffi-
cial, adding that India had ex-

cluded dairy products from the
agreement. Australia’s Trade
Minister Dan Tehan had previ-
ouslynotedthatCanberraunder-
stood that beef, dairy andwheat
weresensitiveissuesforIndia.
AspermediareportsinAustr-

alia,Australianproductsthatwill
receivezerodutyaccessunderthe
pact includemetallic ores, lamb,
andwool.Thedealwillhavesafe-
guardprovisionssimilar to those
intheUAEFTAwhichallowsfora
returntohigherdutiesifthereisa
suddensurgeinimportsofapar-
ticular productwhichnegatively
impactsdomesticindustry.
Merchandise trade between

IndiaandAustraliastoodat$12.3
billioninFY21,withIndiaexport-
inggoodsworth$4billionandim-
portinggoodsworth$8.3billion.
Key exports toAustralia include
petroleumproducts,apparel,tex-
tilesandengineeringgoods.Coal,
metallic ores andother rawand
intermediateproductsareamong
majorimportsfromAustralia.
Coal alone accounted for

over three-fourths of imports
from Australia. Coal imports
currently fetchadutyof 2.5per
cent. whichwill be removed in
theagreement.

Aus interim trade deal
to be inked today: 95%
exports to be duty free

AustraliaTradeMinisterDan
TehansaidIndia’ssensitive
areaswereunderstood. via
Twitter@DanTehanWannon

‘Gross loan portfolio byMFIs
at `2,56,058 cr as of Dec 2021’
Gross loanportfolio ofmicrofinance institutions (MFIs)was
at `2,56,058 crore as ofDecember 2021, anMFIN report said

SMALLFINANCEBANKS
have a loan outstanding of
`42,847crore,with a total
share of 16.7%
of the overall disbursal by the
MFI industry

13BANKS hold the largest
share ofmicrofinance portfolio
with an outstanding at
`1,03,569crore, as per
Microfinance Institutions
Network (MFIN)

NBFC-MFIs are the
second largest provider
ofmicrocredit, with:

■ Loan amount
outstanding of
`87,444crore or
34.2%of total
industry portfolio

■ Network of 16,226
branches

Source:MFIN/PTI

Mumbai:Crisil and Icra have re-
portedcontinuing improvement
intheperformanceofIndiaIncand
moreratingupgrades,amidrecov-
ery indemand.deleveragingand
reliefpackagesbythegovernment
totackletheCovidpandemic.
CrisilRatings’credit ratio(up-

gradestodowngrades) increased
to 5.04 times in the secondhalf
(H2)offiscal2022,comparedwith
2.96timesinthefirsthalf (H1). In
all, therewere569upgradesand
113downgradesinH2.
Theupgrade rate rose to15.4

percent inH2from12.5percent
inH1,whilethedowngraderatefell
to3.1percentfrom4.2percentin
thesameperiod.Thedowngrade
rateislessthanhalfthe6.5percent
averageseen in thepast tenhalf-
yearperiods,Crisilsaid.IcraRatings
said thecreditqualityof India Inc

experiencedareboundinFY22,on
theheelsoftwoconsecutiveyears
of pressures caused first by the
slowdownineconomicgrowthin
FY20and thenby thepandemic
scarring inFY21.As theeconomic
repair-workprogressed,incremen-
taldownsidecreditrisksebbedin
FY22.ENS Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

CREDIT RATIO

■CrisilRatings’ credit ratio
(upgradestodowngrades)
increasedto5.04times inthe
secondhalf (H2)of fiscal2022,
comparedwith2.96times in
thefirsthalf of thefiscal

5.04times

India Inc credit quality
improving: Crisil, Icra

■Atwo-memberBench
saidtherewassufficient
evidencetoforholding
that“itisacaseof
mismanagement...”

‘MISMANAGEMENT’

Delhi Gymkhana: Govt to take over management

NewDelhi:AutomajorsMaruti
Suzuki(MSI)andHyundaiMotor
postedafallindispatchestodeal-
erslastmonth,duetoproduction
beinghitbyshortageofelectronic
components.On theotherhand,
TataMotors, SkodaandKia India
postedtheirhighestevermonthly
wholesaleslastmonth.
ForMarch, Toyota Kirloskar

Motor (TKM) said its passenger
vehicle (PV)dispatcheswere the
highestinthelastfiveyearswhile
Mahindra&Mahindra(M&M)too
postedarobustincrease.
MSI said its domestic dis-

patchesinMarchfell7percentto
1,43,899unitsfrom1,55,417units

intheyear-agoperiod.Forthefull
fiscal FY22, it posteda total sales
of16,52,653units,agrowthof13
percentover2020-21.
MSIalsopostedoverseasship-

ments of 26,496units inMarch,
itshighestevermonthlynumber
so far. It said its exports stood at
2,38,376units in FY22, the com-
pany’shighestinanyfiscal.
Meanwhile, TataMotors re-

portedwholesalesof42,293units
in March, its highest ever in a
month.
TKMposted totalwholesales

of 17,131 units inMarch, while
M&M’sPVdispatchesrose65per
centto27,603units.ENSWITHPTI

FY22:MARUTICLOCKSHIGHEST-EVEREXPORTS

March wholesales: Auto
cos on road to recovery

New Delhi
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MINERAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
DIRECTORATE OF GEOLOGY AND MINING, MADHYA PRADESH

29- A Khanij Bhawan, Arera Hills Bhopal
Phone and fax 0755-2551795 Email: geology.dgm@mp.gov.in

No- 4126/Auction- 8 / Geology / F.No.- 8 / 2021-22 March 29, 2022
Notice Inviting Tender

"Invitation of bids for grant of Mining Lease for Limestone, Bauxite, Iron Ore and Iron Ore & Manganese Ore and for
grant of Composite Licence for Base Metal mineral, Limestone, Platinum Group Elements (PGE), Diamond, Graphite,

Iron Ore and Rock-Phosphate mineral"

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10A(2)(d), Section 10B and Section 11 of the Mines and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1957 and in accordance with the Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 notified thereunder, as amended from time
to time, the Government of Madhya Pradesh has identified:

a) 11 mineral blocks (7 blocks of Limestone, 1 block of Bauxite, 2 blocks of Iron Ore and 1 block of Iron Ore & Manganese
Ore) for electronic auction and hereby invites tenders for the purposes of grant of Mining Lease.

b) 16 mineral block (3 blocks of Base Metal mineral, 1 block of Limestone, 1 block of Platinum Group Elements (PGE), 3
blocks of Diamond, 4 blocks of Graphite, 3 blocks of Rock Phosphate and 1 block of Iron Ore) for electronic auction and
hereby invites tenders for the purposes of grant of Composite Licence.

Accordingly, financial bids are invited in digital format only and technical bids are invited both in digital and physical format from
eligible bidders.

Eligibility conditions, date and time, terms, and conditions etc, for participating in the electronic auction are provided in the
Tender Document, Detailed Tender Documents along with timelines, notifications, updates and other details for the e-auction
process for the mineral blocks are available in electronic form only and can be downloaded from the e-auction portal of MSTC
Limited (https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlcl/index.jsp).

Interested and eligible bidders can register themselves on the above e-auction portal. On successful registration, eligible
bidders will obtain login ID and password necessary for participation in the e-auction process. Interested and eligible bidders
can participate in the bidding only after online purchase of the Tender Document on payment of the Tender fee from the above
e-auction portal. Any revision, clarifications, addendum, corrigendum, time extensions, etc. to the tender document will be
hosted on the above e-auction portal and on https://www.ekhanij.mp.gov.in/ only and no separate notifications shall be issued
in the press.
Model Tender Document and Mineral Block Summaries are available free of cost on the e-auction portal of MSTC Limited
website (https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlcl/index.jsp) and Directorate of geology and Mining website
(https://www.ekhanij.mp.gov.in).

List of Mineral Blocks for Auction

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Tender Document for the blocs being auctioned in accordance with Section
10A(2)(d) of the Act, the State Government makes no representation whatsoever, express, implicit or otherwise, regarding the
accuracy and/ or completeness of the information provided in the said geological report and the Bidder confirms that it shall
have no claim whatsoever against the State Government in this regard. The Bidder acknowledges and hereby accepts the risk
of inadequacy, mistake or error in or relating to said geological report and hereby acknowledges and agrees that the State
Government shall not be liable for the same in any manner whatsoever to the Bidder and their associates or any person claiming
through or under any of them. The Bidders agree and acknowledge that any mistake or error in or relating to the said geological
report shall not vitiate the tender process, Mining Lease and/ or MDPA, or render the same voidable.

The block specific Tender documents are available for purchase on the e-auction portal of MSTC Limited
(https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlcl/index.jsp). Last date for purchase of Tender Document, on the e-
auction platform is Tuesday, May 10, 2022 and the last date for submission of the bid is Tuesday, May 17, 2022 on or before
17:00 hours (IST).

Bidders may note that for composite licences the Mineral (Auction) Amendment Rules, 2022 have dispensed with the
requirement of indicating the division of the land into forest land, land owned by the State Government, and land not owned by
the State Government and the requirement of demarcating the area using total station and differential global positioning system
and has provided the flexibility of demarcating the concession area using global positioning system. However, the requisite
demarcation in respect of certain blocks is nevertheless being provided [as and where available] as part of the information
memorandum. Thus, the terms and conditions for auction of the said block remain unchanged.

Sd/- DIRECTOR
Administration and Mining

Madhya Pradesh

Sr.
No.

Name of the Block District Mineral
Price of Tender

Document (in Rs.)

Mining Lease (in accordance with Section 10A(2)(d) of the Act)
1. Bajna Iron Ore Block* Chhatarpur Iron Ore 5,00,000
2. Khudawal Iron Ore and Manganese Ore Block* Jabalpur Iron Ore 1,00,000
3. Gudha Limestone Block* Damoh Limestone 1,00,000
4. Barmani Iron Ore Block Sidhi Iron Ore 5,00,000
5. Pahari Limestone Block Satna Limestone 5,00,000

Mining Lease
6. Karondi Sagodi Limestone Block* Damoh Limestone 5,00,000
7. Nimarmunda Limestone Block* Damoh Limestone 2,00,000
8. Ghuinsa Limestone Block* Satna Limestone 2,00,000
9. Sukha Satpara Limestone Block Damoh Limestone 5,00,000
10. Pachama Bauxite Block* Balaghat Bauxite 5,00,000
11. Rewra Limestone Block # Satna Limestone 1,00,000

Composite Licence (in accordance with Section 10A(2)(d) of the Act)
12. Sohagi Majhigawa Purwa Diamond Block Rewa Diamond 5,00,000
13. Khatamba Rock Phosphate Block Jhabua Rock Phosphate 5,00,000
14. Kachaldara Rock Phosphate Block Jhabua Rock Phosphate 2,00,000
15. Rupakheda Piplouda Rock Phosphate Block Jhabua Rock Phosphate 5,00,000
16. Panihar Iron Ore Block Gwalior Iron ore 1,00,000

Composite Licence
17. Bhuyari Basemetal Block* Chhindwara Basemetal 5,00,000
18. Ghora Chitawara Limestone Block Dhar Limestone 5,00,000
19. Mordongri (Jamtara) Platinum' Group Elements (PGE) Block Chhindwara PGE 5,00,000
20. Bargaon_Tarora Basemetal Block Chhindwara Basemetal 5,00,000
21. Belkhedi Basemetal Block Chhindwara Basemetal 5,00,000
22. Harsa 1 Diamond Block Panna & Chhattarpur Diamond 5,00,000
23. Harsa 2 Diamond Block Panna & Chhattarpur Diamond 5,00,000
24. Juwari_Chhoti Gura_Bara_Graphite Block Alirajpur Graphite 5,00,000
25. Ublar-Chagdi Graphite Block Alirajpur Graphite 5,00,000
26. Betwasa Graphite Block Alirajpur Graphite 5,00,000
27. Netara Graphite Block Alirajpur Graphite 5,00,000

Note: *Auction of all these blocks are being considered as “Second Attempt” # Rewra Limestone Block is an expired Lease

I ûSû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ I e °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔ ¶fWb°f ªfø Se,
MeI f »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀI ´fW³f³ff AüS A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSeG-24514/21

PR 267486 Directorate of Food
and Consumer Affairs(22-23).D

Sd/-
Director

(Directorate of Food &
Consumer Affairs)

GovGoveerrnnmmeenntt ooff JJhhaarrkkhhaanndd
DirDirectectoratorate of Fe of Food & Consumer Affood & Consumer Affairsairs

3rd Floor, JSFC Bhaw3rd Floor, JSFC Bhawan, Kan, Kadru, Ranchi -834002adru, Ranchi -834002
DIRECTORATE OF FOOD AND CDIRECTORATE OF FOOD AND CONSUMER AFFONSUMER AFFAAIIRRSS

GOGOVVEERRNNMMEENNTT OOFF JJHHAARRKKHHAANNDD,, RRAANNCCHHII
Reverse Auction Procurement Notice

Tender Ref No:Kha.up.Ni-0_ Chi.Vi.Yo.-01/22- 568
Dated – 01.04.2022

Empanelment of suppliers for supply of Sugar under Public
Distribution System Scheme of Government of Jharkhand for
the First Quarter (April'22-June'22)of Financial year 2022-23
underReverseAuctionMode

1. All eligible Individuals or partnership firm, Registered Company or Co-
operative society or any legal organization should mandatorily register with
C1 India Pvt Ltd for participation in Reverse Auction Registration Fee Rs.
5,000/- (FiveThousand).

2. Any changes/modification in the Tender documents in the tender documents
will be posted on website http://jharkhand.gov.in/food& https://jht
enders.eproc.in

Bid Details
NIT/Bid Document No Kha.up.Ni-0_ Chi.Vi.Yo -01/22- 568

Dated -01.04.2022

Bidding Document Cost

Rs. 10,000/-(Rupees Ten Thousand Only)
(Non-Refundable & non-Adjustable) as a
Demand Draft in favour of " Director,

Directorate of Food and Consumer Affair's,
Jharkhand Ranchi " in the office of

Directorate of Food and Consumer Affairs,
Jharkhand, Ranchi, Third Floor, JSFC

Bhawan, Kadru, Ranchi – 834002 before
last date of submission of bid documents.

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)/Bid
Security

Rs. 20,00,000/- (Twenty Lakh) as EMD
(margin money) in the form of Demand

Draft in the name of " Director, Directorate
of Food and Consumer Affair's, Jharkhand
Ranchi " in the office of Directorate of Food
and Consumer Affairs, Jharkhand, Ranchi,
Third Floor, JSFC Bhawan, Kadru, Ranchi
– 834002 before last date of submission of

bid documents.
Document Sale Date & Timing i.e
Last Date & time for downloading

RFP from
websitehttp://jharkhand.gov.in/fo

od&https://jhtenders.eproc.in

From 02-04-2022 (Saturday) to 25-04-2022
(Monday)

Online Bid Submission Period From 2-04-2022 (Saturday) to 25-04-2022
(Monday)

Technical E-Bid Opening Date &
Time

On 26/04/2022 2:00 IST

Pre-Bid Meeting On 08-04-2022 at 16.00 IST through google
meet (meet.google.com/wvx -nyki-sym)

Date of Auction Will be published after technical evaluation
Nameand concerned person for

Correspondence
Mr.Abhishek Tiwari Mobile no.-

9795046772 ,
email- jhsupport@c1india.com

CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f
d»fd¸fMZXOX BÊ-d³fd½fQf d³fSXÀ°f Àfc¨f³ff

BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f IZ ´fÂffaI Àfa£¹ff 853 dQ³ffaI
28-03-2022 õfS f Bd¯O¹f³f E¢Àf´fiZÀf
(Aa¦fiZªfe Q`d³fI ) ³fBÊ dQ»»fe E½fa A¸fS Cªff»ff
(dW³Qe Q`d³fI ) ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ ¸fZÔ dQ³ffaI 29-03-
2022 ¸fZÔ ´fiI fdVf°f E½fa Af¸fadÂf°f BÊ-d³fd½fQf
Àfa£¹ff-04/BÊ.Me.Àfe.E¸f./2022-23 ªfû dI
dQ³ffaI 26-04-2022 I û Jû»f³fZ ½ff»fe BÊ-
d³fd½fQf I û A´fdSWf¹fÊ I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ d³fSÀ°f dI ¹ff
ªff°ff W`Ü WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff
d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸faOX»f-´fi±f¸f ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQÜ
kkSXf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fªf»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔll ´fÂffaI : 943
d½f.´ff.¸f.¸fb./d³fd½fQf/2022-23 dQ³ffaI :
01/04/2022
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ONGC continues to organize study tours for students,
as a par t of the observance of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav – celebrating 75 years of India’s Inde-
pendence. 125 students from Sibsagar Commerce
College in Sivasagar visited Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation Limited’s Assam Asset. The students
belonged to three different levels, including BA, B. Com
and M. Com.

BHEL has bagged a prestigious order for a Compressor
Package from Iraq. Won in the face of stiff competition,
the order for the Package for Baiji Refinery in Iraq, has
been placed by Northern Refineries Company (NRC), a
National Oil refinery company owned by Ministry of
Oil, Republic of Iraq.

BIS organized an awareness and implementation
webinar on "INDIAN STANDARDS ON GAS STOVES
AND WATER HEATERS FOR USE WITH PIPED
NATURAL GAS (PNG)” recently. Around 80
participants from the gas stoves and gas water heater
industry attended the program.

NTPC has made commercially operational an
additional 42.5 MW of power generation capacity at
Ramagundam floating solar project in Telangana
recently. Earlier the company had commissioned 17.5
MW (Part-I) and 20 MW (Part-II) of the project.With
the addition of 42.5MW, the total commercially
operational power generation capacity of Ram-
agundam floating solar project has reached 80 MW.

The DS Group (Dharampal Satyapal Group) is a
Multi-Business Corporation and one of the leading
FMCG (Fast Moving Consumer Goods) conglomerate
with strong Indian and International presence. It has
been awarded Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Platinum certification, under the USGBC
(US Green Building Council) existing building; O&M
(Operation and Maintenance) programme version 4.0
for being a green building. LEED is a globally
recognized symbol of sustainability excellence,
signifying that a building is lowering carbon emissions,
conserving resources and reducing operating costs,
while prioritizing sustainable practices.

Global Reach hosted the first Face to Face Australian Educa-
tion Exhibition recently at The Royal Plaza and The Oberoi's
Grand after the pandemic, and it was a grand success. D
Sim, DCG, ACG, Kolkata was present in the event.

EXHIBITION - GLOBAL REACH

GAIL has supported a children’s book - ‘Pollution Solu-
tions: For a Cleaner, Greener Earth’. The book published
by TERI has been authored by Ms Urmi A Goswami and
dedicated to children.

SUPPORT - GAIL
NHPC was honoured as ‘Winner’ in category of ‘Best Imple-
mentation of Dam Rehabilitation Project’ at the Water Di-
gestWaterAwards,2021-22.TheAwardwas receivedbyAK
Singh, CMD, NHPC from G S Shekhawat, M/o of Jal Shakti.

AWARD - NHPC
Power Grid has been conferred the “Best CSR Practices
Award” by the World CSR Congress at the 11th edition of
its World CSR Congress & Awards ceremony held in
Mumbai.

AWARD – POWERGRID
IndianOil is immenselyproud topartnerwith the real champions,
as they defy the odds at Bhubaneshwar from 28th to 31st
March2022.Thissportingextravaganzabeingorganizedby the
Paralympic Committee of India & powered by IOC.

EVENT – INDIANOIL

NTPC congratulated the Recurve Men Team for winning the
goldandsettinganational recordat the41stNTPCSeniorNa-
tional Championship in Jammu. NTPC is the proud sponsor
of the event organised by Archery Association of Jammu.

ACHIEVEMENT - NTPC

Sonal Shah released 'Sanidhya'-The annual magazine of
CRPF Family Welfare Association in a ceremony held at the
Shaurya CRPF Officers Institute, New Delhi. CWA works to-
ward the welfare of families of its Bravehearts.

MAGAZINE RELEASE - CRPF

POWERGRID Kabaddi Team led by Jai Singh lifted the 2nd
Runners up Trophy in the 21st Inter CPSU kabaddi
Tournament organized by SJVNL at Jhakri, Rampur (Shimla)
from 23rd to 25th March, 2022. Total 9 teams participated.

KABADDI TOURNAMENT-POWERGRID

CWC Anuj Kumar, Director
(Finance), Central Wareh-
ousing Corporation has been
nominated as Vice President
of All India Public Sector
Spor ts Control Board. The
AIPSSCB is to ensure that
spor ts persons are nur tured
to achieve higher levels of
their performance in national
and international events.

NOMINATION

RITES signed a MoU with the National Railways of Zim-
babwe (NRZ) on technical cooperation for transport and
related infrastructure projects (from concept to com-
missioning).

MoU - RITES

KRIBHCO’s In House Journal “KRIBHCONews” Bags PRSI
NationalAward-2021.KRIBHCONewshaswon thesecond
prize at PRSI National awards in the category “In House
Journal - English”.

AWARD - KRIBHCO

In a momentous occasion, marking the grand finale of
golden jubilee celebrations of indianOil R&D; M/o P &
NG & Housing & Urban Affairs, HS Puri, launched an in-
novative solar cooktop.

LAUNCH - INDIANOIL

Delhi International School Edge, Dwarka inaugurated
“VYOM”, the well-equipped advanced and historic space
lab, becoming the first school in Dwarka having an astron-
omy lab. Dr G Raza, eminent scientist inaugurated the lab.

INAUGURATION - DISE

The agreement has been signed between ASPIRE and
Consortium of seven public sector banks recently for
the disbursal of Rs1500 crore loan for stalled Amra-
pali projects.

AGREEMENT - SBI
The Embassy recently celebrated the 77th Anniversary
of the Armed Forces Day of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar. The reception was hosted by Ambassador
H.E. U Moe Kyaw Aung & Daw Nilar Aung & Military At-
tache (Army, Naval & Air) Brigadier General Ye Htut & Dr.
Khaing Khaing Myint.

EVENT - EMBASSY OF MYANMAR

UP Singh (IAS), Secy Textiles, M/o Textiles, GoI unveiled the
Curtain Raiser of 42nd Edition of India Carpet Expo (ICE
2022 ) at NSIC Ground Okhla recently in the gracious pres-
ence of Shantmanu, IAS, DC (Handicrafts), M/o Textiles.

CURTAIN RAISER - NSIC
PFC has signed a MoA with Rogi Kalyan Samiti, Nubra
Sub-Division, Leh to augment healthcare capacity and to
deal with the health emergencies. As per the MoA, PFC will
provide financial assistance of Rs. 6.93 crore to RKS.

MOA- PFC

31 March, 2022 NOTICE INVITING TENDER
INVIATION OF BIDS FOR GRANT OF MINING LEASE OF LIMESTONE

CLUSTER BLOCKS

Mineral Resources Department Government of Chhattisgarh
DIRECTORATE OF GEOLOGY & MINING

Indrawati Bhavan, Block-4, Second Floor, Nawa Raipur Atal Nagar, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh-492002, India

sd/-
Director

Geology & Mining Chhattisgarh69161

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE SRINAGAR KASHMIR
Tel-0194-2474234 Fax -2482032 – email: - kasflori@rediffmail.com

Gist of e- Tender Notice No. 64 of 2022

Dated: - 31/03/2022

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K UT, e-tender is
invited from interested parties/persons for Outsourcing of
Hiring Out of Parking lot at Children Park Srinagar of
Floriculture Department Kashmir as per details given below: -

The participants have to quote their bid amount in the con-
cerned BOQ: -

The security deposit money exceeding 2% shall be adjustable
towards approved bid amount in favour of the successful bidders.
The CDR’s of the bidders who offer below the reserve bid shall be
forfeited.

In case of any eventuality, the date of opening will be considered on
any other convenient working day.

Sd/-
Accounts Officer,

(Member Secretary)

The bidding document (s) consisting of qualifying information,
eligibility criteria, terms and conditions and other details can be
seen/downloaded through the Departmental website
www.dirflorikmr.in / www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of
date given below:-

DIPK-6/22

1. Period of downloading of bidding 31.03.2022 from 02:00 PM to
document 20.04.2022 up to 02.00 PM

2. Bid submission Start Date 31.03.2022 from 03.00 PM

3. Bid submission End date 20.04.2022 up to 02.00 PM

4. Date and time of Opening of Tenders 22.04.2022 at 02.00 PM
(Online)

S. Period of Reserve Bid Value of Cost of tender
No contract (Rs. in Lakhs) security document

deposit

1. 01 year from the 9,00786.00 90000.00 1000/- in the
date of award of shape of
contract e-challan

REGISTRAR
DEBTSRECOVERYTRIBUNALPATNA

FORM NO-15
BEFORE THE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, PATNA

A, B and F Wing, 2nd Floor, Karpuri Thakur Sadan,
Near Rajiv Nagar Thana, Ashiana Digha Road, Patna-25

O.A. No.-394 of 2021
State Bank of India, SARB, Patna ..... Applicant (S)

Versus
M/s Durga Trading and ors .....Defendant (s)
SUMMONS ISSUED UNDER RULES 23(VIII) OF THE DEBTS
RECOVERY TRIBUNAL (PROCEDURE) RULES, 1993.
1. M/S Durga Trading through its properietor Sri Ravindra Nath Pathak,
situated at Ward no-10, Kochas-Sasaram Road, PO + PS-Kochas, Dist.-
Rohtas, Pin-821112
2. Sri Ravindra Nath Pathak, Proprietor of M/S Durga Trading, Son of Sri
Surya Deo Pathak, Resident at Ward no-10, Kochas-Sasaram Road, PO
+ PS - Kochas, Dist.-Rohtas, Pin-821112
3. Sri Janardan Pathak, Son of Sri Surya Deo Pathak, Resident at Ward
no-10, Kochas-Sasaram Road, PO + PS - Kochas, Dist.-Rohtas, Pin-
821112

WHERE AS the applicant has instituted an application U/S 19 (1)
of the Recovery of Debts and Bankruptcy Act, 1993 against you for the
recovery of a sum of Rs. 2742514/- (Rupees twenty seven lakh forty
two thousand five hundred and fourteen only) together with current
and cuture interest and other reliefs.

The abovementioned defendant/s is/are therefore hereby directed
to appear before this Tribunal in person or through an Advocate or duly
authorized agent, in support of his/her their defence to show cause
within 30 days from the date of publication or/on 30th day of April 2022
at 10.30 a.m. as to why reliefs prayed for should not be granted.

Take notice that in case of default, the application will be heard and
determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this 15th day
of March, 2022

NIT No. 127/EE(T)/ACE(M)7/(2021-22)
Short Press Notice Tender

Further details in this regards can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 05(2022-23)

Sd/-
(SATISH KUMAR GUPTA)

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(T)

S.
N

Name of Work Amount Put
to tender

(Rs.)

EMD Tender
Fee’s

Dt. of release of
tender procurement

solution/I.D. No.

Last dt./time of receipt of
tender E-Procurement

solution

1 Providing/laying/water carrying pipe line for tubewell
installations and making platform & hoisting
arrangements at Karala UGR and Filling point in
Mundka AC-08 under AEE(M)-08. (Re-invited)

40,80,695/- 81,700/- 500/- 31.03.2022
2022_DJB_219960_1

11.04.2022
at 3.00 P.M.

2 Construction of room and toilet block and renovation
of BPS at Punjabi Basti Mangol puri, feeding to
water OHT Sultan puri under AEE(M)-10/ACE(M)-7
(Re-invited)

35,09,065/- 70,200/- 500/- 31.03.2022
2022_DJB_219967_1

11.04.2022
at 3.00 P.M.

“STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)C/O ACE(M)-7

H-BLOCK UDYOG NAGAR INDL. AREA PEERA GARHI
DELHI- 110041

NIT. No. 99 (Item no.1 to 6) (2021-22) E.E.(T)/A.C.E(M)-4.

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

S.
No.

Name of work Estimated
Cost
(Rs.)

Date of release of
tender in

e-procurement solution

Earnest
Money

Tender fee
(Non-

refundable)

Last date/time of receipt of
tender through

e-procurement solution
1. Improvement of sewerage

system outfall connection for
Shadi Nagar, Azadpur in AC-04
under ACE(M)-04. (Re-invite).
I.D 2022_DJB_219993_2

1,18,08,118/- 31.03.2022
6 P.M. onward

2,36,200/- 1000/- Technical bid will be received
21.04.2022, 3:00 PM &
opening of Financial bid after
completion of technical bid &
confirmation of EMD from
Bank.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 08(2022-23)

Sd/- (S.K. SINGH)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER-T(M)-4

“STOP CORONA: *Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD DELHI SARKAR
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-4

LUCKNOW ROAD, TIMAR PUR, DELHI - 110054
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´f¹ffÊ½fSX¯fe¹f Ad²fÀfc¨f³ff dQ³ffaIY-14/09/2006 IZY Aa°f¦fÊ°f
»fûIYÀfb³f½ffBÊX WZX°fb Af¸f Àfc¨f³ffÜ

Àf½fÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI ¸f`. CØfS ´fiQZVf E¢Àf´fiZÀf½fZ B¯OdMÑ¹f»f OZ½f»f´f¸fZÔM
A±ffdSMe(¹fc´feOf) ¸fZSN ÀfZ ´fi¹ff¦fSfªf °fI ¦fa¦ff E¢Àf´fiZÀf½fZ I f ´fiÀ°ffd½f°f d½fI fÀf 01 E¢ÀfZÀf
Ia MÑû»O ¦fie³fR e»O E¢Àf´fiZÀf½fZ ´fdS¹fûªf³ff (ÀfeE¨f 7+900 ÀfZ ÀfeE¨f 601+847 dI ¸fe) Ib »f
»fa¶ffBÊ-593.947 dI ¸fe WfBÊ½fZ I û d½fI dÀf°f dI ¹fZ ªff³fZ Àfa¶fa²fe ´fif´°f ´fiÀ°ff½f ´fS À±ff´f³ff dI ¹fZ
ªff³fZ IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ ´f¹ffÊ½fS¯fe¹f À½feIÈ d°f WZ°fb ´fiÀ°ff½f kkC.´fi.´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹faÂf¯f ¶fûOÊll IZ Àf¸fÃf
´fiÀ°fb°f dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ W`Ü
¨facdI ¶fûOÊ I û ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS IZ ´f¹ffÊ½fS¯f, ½f³f E½fa ªf»f½ff¹fb ´fdS½f°fÊ³f ¸faÂff»f¹f, ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS
õfSf ªffSe Ad²fÀfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff-EÀf.Aû.-1533(BÊ) dQ³ffaI -14/09/2006 IZ A³fbÀffS
»fûI Àfb³f½ffBÊ WZ°fb BÀf AfVf¹f I e Àfc¨f³ff ªffSe dI ¹ff ªff³ff Af½fV¹fI W` °f±ff BÀf WZ°fb C¢°f
Àfc¨f³ff IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 30 dQ½fÀf I f ³fûdMÀf dQ¹ff ªff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü ´fdS¹fûªf³ff ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f
ÀfadÃf´°f Ad·f»fZ£f d³f¸³fd»fd£f°f I f¹ffÊ»f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ C´f»f¶²f W` a-
1. I f¹ffÊ»f¹f dªf»ffd²fI fSe, ¸fZSNÜ
2. ÃûÂfe¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, ´f¹ffÊ½fS¯f ½f³f E½fa ªf»f½ff¹fb ´fdS½f°fÊ³f ¸faÂff»f¹f, IZ ³Qie¹f ·f½f³f, 5½ffa °f»f,
ÀfZ¢MS E¨f, A»fe¦faªf, »f£f³fD Ü
3. C´ff¹fb¢°f, dªf»ff Côû¦f E½fa Cô¸f ´fiû°ÀffW³f IZ ³Qi ªf³f´fQ ¸fZSNÜ
4. ÃûÂfe¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, C.´fi.´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹faÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, ´ffIZ M Me Àfe-3/2, ´f»»f½f´fbS¸f RZ Àf-2,
¸fZSNÜ
5. ¸fb£¹ff»f¹f, C.´fi.´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹faÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, MeÀfe-12½fe, d½f·fcd°f £f¯O, ¦fû¸f°fe³f¦fS, »f£f³fD Ü
A°f: Àf¸fÀ°f Àf½fÊÀff²ffS¯f I û BÀf ³fûdMÀf IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI C¢°f
´fdS¹fûªf³ff WZ°fb ´f¹ffÊ½fS¯fe¹f À½feIÈ d°f Àfa¶fa²fe ´fiI S¯f IZ d³fÀ°ffS¯f WZ°fb ´fiÀ°ffd½f°f À±f»f I »f¢MÑZM,
¶f¨f°f ·f½f³f Àf·ff¦ffS, ¸fZSN ¸fZÔ dQ³ffaI -16/05/2022 dQ³f Àfû¸f½ffS I û A´fSf³W 3:00 ¶fªfZ
À±ff³f: I »f¢MZÑM, ¶f¨f°f ·f½f³f, ¸fZSN ´fS A´fS dªf»ffd²fI fSe (³f¦fS), ¸fZSN I e A²¹fÃf°ff ¸fZÔ
»fûI Àfb³f½ffBÊ I e I f¹fÊ½ffWe d³f²ffÊdS°f I e ¦f¹fe W`, dªfÀf¸fZÔ C´fdÀ±f°f WûI S A´f³fe
Af´fdØf/AfÃû´f/dM´´f¯fe ´fiÀ°fb°f dI ¹fZ ªff ÀfI °fZ W` A±f½ff ´fdS¹fûªf³ff ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Ad·f»fZ£f I f
A½f»fûI ³f C¢°f ½fd¯fÊ°f I f¹ffÊ»f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ I S A´f³fe A´f³fe d»fd£f°f Af´fdØf/ÀfbÓff½f »fûI Àfb³f½ffBÊ
ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ ÃûÂfe¹f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f, C.´fi.´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹faÂf¯f ¶fûOÊ, ¸fZSN ¸fZÔ ´fiÀ°fb°f I S ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ

ÃûÂfe¹f Ad²fIYfSXe,
CX.´fi. ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹faÂf¯f ¶fûOÊX, ¸fZSXNX

ÃûÂfe¹f IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f QcSX·ff¿f: 0121 2577676

CXØfSX ´fiQZVf ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹faÂf¯f ¶fûOÊX
´ffgIZYMX-TC-3/2, ´f»»f½f´fbSX¸f RZYªf-II, ¸fûQe´fbSX¸f, ¸fZSXNX-250110

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) {E-Tender}
Letter No. : 962/14M-Agra Circle/2021-22 Dated: 14.03.2022
1. The Superintending Engineer, Agra Circle, P.W.D., Agra (U.P.) invites item rate bids on

work online for the construction of work detailed in the table given below. The bidders
are advised to examine carefully all instructions including addendum/amendments to
ITB, conditions of contract, contract data, forms, terms, technical specifications, bill of
quantities etc. in the Bid Document.

2.

3. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website
http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) from
21.04.2022 to 27.04.2022 upto 12:30 Hours. Bids must be submitted online only at e-
tendering portal of hitp://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari App with all documents as per GO
No. 14/2020/879(1)/23-7/2020/176(Àff.)/06 Dt 25-08-2020 on or before 12:30 Hours on
27.04.2022 Technical Bid received online will be opened on 28.04.2022 at 12:30 Hours.

4. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get
the same issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.

5. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per
applicable at the time of payment.

6. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be deducted from contractor's bill at the time of payment.
7. Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining utter Pradesh Letter No-2146/86-

2019-52(Àff.)/2019 Dt. 30.09.2019 and other relevant Government orders, circulars will
be applicable to bidders.

8. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal
Account as per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 I.T./2017 T.C., I.T. & Electronics Section-2
Dated- 03-12-2018 follows as : (1) Online Tender Cost shall be deposited by
contractor/firm towards the cost of bid document (As pe Column 6) by Internet Banking
of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable). (2) Online Bid security shall be deposited
by contractor/firm (As per Column 5) will be received in favour of “Superintending
Engineer, Agra Circle, P.W.D., Agra (U.P.)” by Internet Banking of E-tender portal
Account.

SI.
No

District Name of Work Estimated
cost

(Rs. In
Lac)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Cost of
Document

(in Rs.)

Times of
Completion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Mathura Construction work of

service road of 10
meters width around
Govardhan Parikrama
Marg in district
Mathura.

3000.00 45.00 Stationery
Charges Rs.

2000.00 + Rs.
300 (Tender Fee)

+ 36.00GST =
Rs. 2336.00

18 months
including

rainy
season

UPID-174361 DATE 30.03.2022
WWW.UP.GOV.NIC.IN

Sd/-
(Sanasvir)

Executive Engineer,
Provincial Division, P.W.D., Mathura

Sd/-
(Anand Kumar)

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE PWD, AGRA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
BAREILLY CIRCLE, P.W.D., BAREILLY

Letter no: 1750 /141C(E-Tender)-3/21-22 Date 24.03.2022
Online Tender Inviting Notice

1- On behalf of His Excellency the governor of Uttar Pradesh, under the Superintending
engineer, Bareilly Circle, PWD, Bareilly, online E-Tenders have been invited from
18.04.2022 to 26.04.2022 Till 12.00 Noon, the technical bids will be proposed opened
online on Date 26.04.2022 at 03:30 PM:-

2- All information and documents are available on website http//etender.up.nic.in

Sl.
No

Name of Work Name
of

Division

Estimated
cost

(Rs. in
Lacs)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Tender Fee
Stationary
Charges+

GST
(Rs.in Rs.)

Category

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Special Repair of CC Road and Drain

Construction in Awadi Portion of Powayan
Nahil Singhapur (ODR) Road in Distt.
Shahjahanpur (F.Y.-2021-2022)

92.00 6.60 2725.00
A & B (For
Road Work

Only)

2 Special Repair of NH-24 Km-330 to
Pasiyani Link Road Via BaadiGaun in Distt.
Shahjahanpur (F.Y.-2021-2022)

49.00 4.45 2725.00
A B & C

(For Road
Work Only)

3 Construction of small R.C.C. bridge,
approach road and protection work in the
middle of Bel Gauntia over Kaimua Nala to
Km.28 of Puwayan-Nigohi-Dataganj Road
(State Road No.-126) (Village Birasin) in
Distt. Shahjahanpur.

360.00 20.00 2725.00
A (For
Bridge
Only)

4 Construction of link road from Akhtaryarpur
Dhaukal Marg to Fagunihai Marg for
construction of road up to the house of
SHAHEED Shri Suraj Singh.

113.50 7.68 2725.00
A & B (For
Road Work

Only)

5 New Construction of Niwadi Kaped Katka
Road up to Ghusgavan Temple Link Road
in Distt. Shahjahanpur.

57.00 4.85 2725.00
A B & C

(For Road
Work Only)

6 New Construction of Niwadi Ghusgavan
Road up to Sardar Baldev Singh Jhala
Road under missing Link in Distt.
Shahjahanpur.

79.00 5.95 2725.00
A & B (For
Road Work

Only)

7 New Construction of Road from Sageer
Shah's House via Holi Sthal towords
Imambada Jama Maszid to Nabi Husain's
House in Village Shahbajnagar under
missing Link in Distt. Shahjahanpur.

64.50 5.23 2725.00
A B & C

(For Road
Work Only)

8 New Construction of Road from Rajaram's
House Holi wali Road to Dinesh Kotedar's
House in Village Udiyapur under missing
Link in Distt. Shahjahanpur.

57.00 4.85 2725.00
A B & C

(For Road
Work Only)

(R.K.PITHAURIYA)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PROVINCIAL DIVISION,
PWD, SHAHJAHANPUR

(ABHINESH KUMAR)
SUPERINTENDING

ENGINEER BAREILLY
CIRCLE, PWD, BAREILLY

UPID- 174369 DATE 30/03/2022
www.upgov.nic.in

P.
D

.
P.
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.
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Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

I,HARISHKUMAR. S/O.
MANOHARLAL, R/oH-374
NARAINA-VIHAR NEWDELHI-
110028,changedmyname to
HARISHKUMARCHHABRA.
Permanently. 0040608620-1

II,,VVSEKAR,S/OSVELLAICHAMY,
R/OE-172,CAMERO-SMQ,
SUBROTO-PARK,NEW-DELHI-
110010,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME,FROMVSEKARTO
SEKARVELLAICHAMY
PILLAI,VIDE-AFFIDAVITDATED-
30/03/2022,BEFORENCT-DELHI,

0040608616-9

II,,VVSEKAR,R/OE-172,CAMERO
SMQ, SUBROTO-PARK,NEW-
DELHI-110010,HAVECHANGED
MYMINORDAUGHTER’S
NAME,FROMSANSIKATO
ANSIKASEKARPILLAI,VIDE-
AFFIDAVITDATED-30/03/2022,
BEFORENCT-DELHI.

0040608616-8

II,,SSuurreesshhKumar,S/oSat Pal
Bansal,R/oB-108/A, Radhey
ShyamPark Extn. Shahdara,
Delhi-110051,have changedmy
name toSureshKumarBansal.

0040608620-4

II,,SSiimmaa Sancheti D/oRanjit Singh
Sancheti R/o 33 2nd-FloorVihar
KarkardoomaDelhi-110092,
changedmyname toSeema
Dugarpermanently

0040608624-3

II,,SSaakksshhiiGupta,D/o-Basant
Badaya,W/o-NitinMamodia
residing-B-118/119, IInd
Floor,MohanGarden,Uttam
Nagar, Delhi,aftermarriage
I,have changedmyname to
SakshiMamodia for all
purposes. 0040608624-6

II,,SSUUNNDDEEEEPPDUGGAL,S/OKARAM
VIRDUGGAL,R/O101B,
CITIZENSOCIETYSECTOR-51
PLOT.1, SAMASPURGURGAON
HARYANA-122003HAVEBEEN
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SANDEEPDUGGAL.

0040608616-3

II,,SSMANIMALA,W/OVSEKAR,R/O
E-172, CAMEROSMQ,SUBROTO
PARK,NEWDELHI-110010,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAME,FROMS
MANIMALATOMANIMALA
SEKARPILLAI,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT
DATED.30/03/2022,BEFORE
NCT-DELHI. 0040608616-10

II,,RRiibbhhuuAroraW/oRishi Bajaj R/o
D-181Ground-FloorAshok,
Vihar phase-1,NewDelhi-
110052, changedmyname to
RibhuBajaj. 0040608646-1

II,,RReekkhhaaRoyW/oSubhashRoy
R/o-SapjoiaNadia,West
Bengal-741137,have changed
myminor-daughter’s name
fromKumari Chameli Rai to
RiyaRoy. 0040608641-7

II,,BBaabbiittaaBiswakarma,W/O
GurdeepSinghR/O12/86,
DakshinPuri AmbedkarNagar,
NewDelhi-110062,have
changedmyname toBabita
Kaur,Permanently.

0040608620-3

II,,RRaajjnnii Jindal,D/o-Surender
Jindal,W/oLokesh Jindal,R/o-
374,RamNagar,Krishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,Have
ChangedMyNameToMuskan
Jindal,ForAll Purposes.Rajni
Jindal AndMuskan Jindal is
OneAndTheSamePerson.

0040608616-2

IItt is for general information that
I,Sumit Thakur,S/o-Ram
Dass,residingat-C-34Block-
C,Gali.No.3,RadheyShyamPark
Extn.,Krishna-NagarDelhi-
110051,declare that nameof
mineandmy father hasbeen
wrongly-writtenasSumit and
RamDas inmyPNB-A/c
No.0156000100547502,Passport
No.L4495121 andDriving-
LicenceNo.DL-1320140178720.
Theactual-nameofmineand
my father are Sumit Thakur
andRamDass respectively,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040608620-8

II,,AAbbhhiisshheekkGupta,S/O-Ram
BahadurGupta,R/O-27TH
Floor, 27052,G- Block,14TH
Avenue,Sector-16C,GaurCity-
2,GreaterNoidaWest,Distt.-
GautamBudhNagar,U.P.-
201008,Inform that inmy
passportmy father’s namehas
beenwronglymentionedas
RamBahadur insteadof Ram
BahadurGupta. 0040608646-3

II,,AAMMIITT JAIN,R/oHouse.No.B-
39,SecondFloor,Chander
Nagar,Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201001,inform that inmy,son’s
Nimit Jain Educational
Certificatesmy,nameAmit and
his,mother’s nameShikha
wrongly-written.Kindly
changedcorrectmy,name
AMIT JAINANDHIS
MOTHER’S,NAMEASSHIKHA
JAIN. 0040608620-9

II,,MMaanniinnddeerrKaurHunjanW/o,
LateRandeepSinghHunjan
R/o-F-7, Backside, Rajouri-
Garden,N.Delhi-27,have
changedmyminor-son’s
Harnoor Singh toHarnoor
SinghHunjan. 0040608641-6

IIRaj Kumari aliasRaj Goel alias
Raj Kumari Goel D/o Late Sh.
JagdishPrashadW/oSh. Arun
KumarGoel R/o 17/178, Gali
No.7, ThanSinghNagar, Anand
Parvat, Karol BaghS.O., Central
Delhi, Delhi-110005have
changedmyname toRaj
Kumari Goel for all purposes.

0040608597-11

IIMukeshKumaraliasMukesh
aliasMukeshSaini S/o Sh.
BasantKumarR/o 483-E/1,
MaharanaPratapWali Gali,
AzadPurVillage, NorthWest
Delhi, Delhi-110033have
changedmyname toMukesh
Saini for all purposes.

0040608597-10

II,,NNeehhaaRajputW/ORakesh
KumarR/OC -1/978Madangir
DrAmbedkarNagarNewDelhi -
110062,have changedmyname
toNeha,permanently.

0040608620-2

II,,P. SUDHINDRAS/oR. PRAKASH
R/o-D-402, Ispatika
Apartments, Plot-No.29,
Sector-4,Dwarka, New-Delhi-
110078, have changedmyname
toSUDHINPRAKASHREDDY.

0040608523-8

II,,NNIIRRMMAALLKAURGANDHI,W/O
VivekPrasad,R/OE1101,
Suncity,Sector-54, Gurgaon-
122009,ChangeMyNameTo
NIMMIPRASAD. 0040608641-4

II,,MMaanniisshhKumarAgarwal S/o
AshokKumarAgarwal R/o-82-D
PD-BlockPitampuraDelhi-
110034, changedmyname to
ManishAggarwal.

0040608646-2

II,,MMaahhaavviirr SangwanS/O, Vijay
SinghR/O,EA-1/18, 3rd-Floor
Inderpuri Delhi-110063,have
changedmyname toMahabir
Singh. 0040608616-1

II,,MMUUKKEESSHHKUMARSWAMIS/O-
SHRI RAMAVTARSWAMIR/O-
245,SECONDFLOOR,AMBICA
VIHAR,PASCHIMVIHAR,NEW
DELHI-110087,have changed
my,name toMUKESHSWAMI
for all,futurepurpose.

0040608641-1

II,,MMEEHHAAKKPRACHIKACKER,W/O
DEEPAKTHAKUR.R/o F-1640,
GALAXYNORTHAVENUE-1,
GAURCITY-1,NOIDA
EXTENSION,GAUTAMBUDH-
NAGAR,U.P-201306.Changed
myname toMEHAKDEEPAK
THAKUR. 0040608616-6

II,,KKMMKamleshW/oRajeev
Sharma,R/o 28,NewLayalpur
Extension,ChanderNagar,
KrishnaNagar,EastDelhi,Delhi-
110051,have changedmyname
toKavita Sharma,for all future
purposes. 0040608624-2

II,,JJAASSWWIINNDDEERRGALLANW/O-SHRI
GURMEETSINGHGALLANR/O-
VPOLAROYA,JALANDHAR,
PUNJAB-144201,have changed
myname to JASWINDER for
all,futurepurpose.

0040608641-2

II,,HHaarriinnddeerr Singh Lakhanpal,S/o-
MohanSingh Lakhanpal,R/o-
PlotNo.35A,WZ-42, GF,Back
Side,StreetNo.2,Ravi Nagar,
TilakNagar, Delhi,have
changedmyname toHarinder
Singh,for all purposes.

0040608624-7

II,,GGUURRMMEEEETT SINGHGALLANS/O-
SHRI BISHANSINGHR/O-VPO
LAROYA,JALANDHAR, PUNJAB-
144201,have changedmyname
toGURMEETSINGH for
all,futurepurpose.

0040608641-3

II,,DDiinneesshh Singh,R/o-53, Village-
Khanpur,NewDelhi-110062,
inform that inmy,daughter’s
school recordsher name
wrongly-writtenas Eshita
Bashist insteadof correct
name IshikaBashist,both
nameare sameperson.

0040608620-10

II,,AAnnaammiikkaaD/oChetanKumar
R/oG-267Gali No.7 Swaroop
NagarDelhi-110042 changed
myname toAnamikaMahajan
permanently. 0040608624-4

II,,AAmmiittKumar S/o-Anil Kumar
R/o-D-11/11, S.F.,ArdeeCity
Sector-52, Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001, have changedmyname
toAmit Kumar Savita.

0040608641-5

II,,Vani (Existingnameasper
ServiceDocuments), residents
of 526B, RegentApartment,
Shipra SunCity, Indirapuram,
GhaziabadUP. 201014have
changedmyname fromVani
(ExistingNameasService
Documents toVanyYSingh
(AdoptedNewName) vide
affidavit dated 15.03.2022 at
Ghaziabad. 0040608555-1

II,,Mahender Prajapati S/o
HardevPrajapati R/o 35-S,
D.D.A Flats Sarai Phoose, Near
QueenMarry School, TisHazari
Delhi-110054, declare thatmy
namehasbeenwrongly
writtenasMahender
Parajapati inmySecondary
andSenior Secondary
Certificates andMarksheets,
PanCardAGGPD9166Nand
Driving Licence
P01092005208892, asMahender
Parjapati inmyBachelor of
CommerceDegree&
Marksheet andmy father
nameasHardevParajapati in
mySecondaryandSenior
SecondaryCertificates and
Marksheets, PanCard
AGGPD9166N, asHDParajapati
inmyDriving Licence
P01092005208892. Theactual
nameofmineandmy father is
Mahender Prajapati and
HardevPrajapati respectively.

0070779479-1

IItt is ForGeneral Information
That I,Romi Tiwari,D/o-Keshav
RamTiwari,W/o-Umesh
Shankar Tiwari,ResidingAt,A-
353/2,Budha-Marg,Fazalpur,
Mandawali Delhi-110092,
Declare ThatNameOfMine,My
HusbandAndMyMinor Son
OmTiwari(11Years)HasBeen
Wrongly-WrittenAsRomi
Mishra,ChandrabhanMishra
AndOmMishra InMyMinor
SonEDMCSchool-Records.The
Actual-NameOfMine,My
HusbandAndMyMinor Son
AreRomi Tiwari,Umesh
ShankarDayal Tiwari AndOm
Tiwari Respectively

0040608620-7

I,V SEKAR,R/OE-172,CAMERO
SMQ,SUBROTO-PARK,NEW-
DELHI- 110010,HAVECHANGED
MYMINORDAUGHTER’S
NAME,FROMEZHIL TOEZHIL
SEKARPILLAI,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT
DATED-30/03/2022,BEFORE
NCT-DELHI.

0040608616-7

II,,AAmmaarrPreet KaurW/oLate
Virender SinghR/o-C-25G,
Vijeta,Vihar,Delhi Police
Society Sector-13,Rohini Delhi,
India inform thatmysonname
Maninder SinghandManinder
SinghSaini bothnameare
same,person. 0040608624-8

IIAmit Chhaparia S/oShiv
KumarChhapariaR/OB-226
Lok vihar, Pitampura, New
Delhi have changedmyname
toAmit Kumar. 0050194677-1

II,,AAHHMMEEDDREHMAN,S/o Late
ABDULREHMAN,R/o FlatNo-
1905,Tower-N-2, Eros
Sampoornam,Sector-2, Gr.
NoidaWest, G.B.Nagar,U.P.-
201318,have changedmyname
toAHMADREHMAN.

0040608624-1

II,,VaibhavKeshwani S/oMr.
SanjayKeshwani R/oC-605,
SunTower, Shipra Suncity,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014, have changed
myname toVaibhavKeswani
for all futurepurposes.

0040608556-1

II,,ShoukatKhanS/oRahamAli
R/o-Village Sabdalpur,
P.O.KahiraKotwali Dehat,
Chandpur, Distt.Bulandshahr,
U.P.-203001,have changedmy
name toShaukatAli.

0040608641-8

II,,PrateekGoyal, S/oAnil Kumar
Goyal, R/o F-677, KamlaNagar,
Agra, Uttar Pradesh-282005,
have changed thenameofmy
minor SonKavishGoyal aged
about 3 years andhe shall
hereafter be knownas
KriyanshGoyal. 0070779462-1

II,,NareshKumarMundepi R/oB-
206/9Duggal ColonyDevli Road
KanpurNewDelhi 110080have
changedmyminor daughter’s
name fromKritiMundepi to
AvishkaMundepi for all
purposes. 0040608607-1

II,,MadhuBala JainW/oRanjan
Kumar JainR/O-FlatNo. 807,
Best ParadiseApartment, Plot
No. 4, Sector 19, Dwarka, New
Delhi-110075, have changedmy
name toMADHU JAIN for all
futurepurposes. 40608558-
1

II,, Lalpari Devi,W/o Late
Rajeshwar Sharma, R/o
Bishunpur, Saran, Bihar-
841219, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asRampari Devi. 70779463-1

II,,AnkushKumar Singh, S/o
SurendraPratapSingh, R/o
HouseNo. 120/69, NayaPura
Kareli Tehsil Sadar, G.T.B.
Nagar, Allahabad, Uttar
Pradesh-211016, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasSarveshPratap
Singh. 0070779460-1

II,,AASSKKHHAAYYKUMARSAHANI,S/O
BIDYADHARSAHANI,R/OA-2
3RDFLOORGIRDHAR
APARTMENTS FIROZSHAH-
ROADNEW-DELHI -110001,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
AKSHYAKUMARSAHANI.

0040608620-6

IIhitherto knownasRAZIA
KHATUNwife ofMOHDSALIM
resident of 139-D, SAVITRI
NAGAR,MALVIYANAGAR,NEW
DELHI-110017, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beknownasRAJIYA.

0040608597-6

IIKrishnaDeviWidowof Late
SepKartar SinghR/oVPOKair,
NewDelhi-110043have
changedmyname toKrishna
for all purposes. 0040608597-9

IISharishQureshi D/o
MohammedSalimQureshi R/o
RZ1122B/1,PalamColony,
Delhi-110045 changedmy
name toAisha FatimaQureshi.

0040608624-5

IISanyaParveenW/O, Yasir
RiyazR/o 783c 4th Floor Street
No. 21ZakirNagarNewDelhi
have changedmyname to
SaniyaParveen for all
purposes. 0040608610-1

IIMirtunjay SinghS/oSh. Shyam
NarayanSinghR/oHouseNo.D-
9, GroundFloor, Jangpura
Extension, NewDelhi-110014
have changedmyname to
MritunjayKumar Singh for all
purposes. 0040608597-8

IIKhushbooMakkerD/O, Dr
ShyamKumarZutshi R/o
D63,1st Floor,thePalladians,
mayfieldGardens, Sector 50,
Gurugram - 122018 have
changedmyname to
KhushbooZutshi for all
purposes. 0040608609-1

I,Jyoti D/o-Siya ramsingh,
Address-Rz-166, L-block, Vijay
enclavepalam-village south
west delhi-110045.Changedmy
name to Jyoti Singh.

0040608616-4

II,,UUrrmmiillaaW/oSurenderKumar
R/o 6/154, 2nd-Floor, Subhash
Nagar,Delhi-110027,have
changedmyname toUrmila
Rani. 0040608620-5

II,,SSiittaaRam,S/OBacchuLal
Address- RZ-166,L-block,Vijay
enclavePalam-Village south-
westDelhi-110045.Changedmy
name toSiyaRamSingh.

0040608616-5

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT
NEW DELHI

(TESTAMENTARY INTESTATE
JURISDICTION).

CITATION U/s 283, INDIAN SUCCESSION
ACT, 1925 In the matter of TEST CASE

No. 02/2022

VINAY KAPOOR
VS

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI & ORS
........PETITIONER

RESPONDENT
TO.
Respondent No. 4:
Mrs. Anuradha Kapoor, W/o Late Shri.
Vivek Kapoor, Last known address: E-73,
Greater Kailash-1, New Delhi-110048.
In the matter of estate of Late Smt.
Swaran Kapoor wife of late Shri Shyam
Krishan Kapoor, resident of E-73, Greater
Kailash 1, New Delhi-110048. Whereas
Vinay Kapoor S/o Late Shri Sham Krishan
Kapoor, R/o 7, Heights Creek Drive,
Missouri City, Texas, USA-77459 has
filed a petition under section 276 of the
Indian Succession Act for grant of Probate
of Will dated 01.05.2017 executed by
Late Smt. Swaran Kapoor, W/o Late
Shri Sham Krishan Kapoor.
And whereas the aforesaid case is fixed
for hearing on 11.04.2022 at 11:00 am before
Joint Registrar (Judicial) of this court. This
citation is issued, in terms of Section 283 of
the said Act to all persons claiming to have
any interest in the properties of the said
deceased to come to this Court, file
objections. If any and take part in the
proceedings on the date specified above
for the grant of Letters of Administration.

Given under my hand and the seal of this
Court, in terms of the orders dated 11.01.2022.

Assistant Registrar
For REGISTRAR GENERAL APS

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT
NEW DELHI

(TESTAMENTARY INTESTATE
JURISDICTION) CITATION U/s 283,
INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT, 1925 In

the matter of TEST CASE No. 02/2022

VINAY KAPOOR
VS

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI & ORS
........PETITIONER

RESPONDENT
To
All Concerned.
In the matter of estate of Late Smt.
Swaran Kapoor wife of late Shri Shyam
Krishan Kapoor, res iden t of E-73 ,
Greater Kailash-1, New Delhi-110048.
Whereas Vinay Kapoor S/o Late Shri
Sham Krishan Kapoor, R/o 7,Heights
Creek Drive, Missouri City, Texas, USA
77459 has filed a petition under section
276 of the Indian Succession Act for
grant of Probate of Will dated 01.05.2017
executed by Late Smt. Swaran Kapoor,
W/o Late Shri Sham Krishan Kapoor.
And whereas the aforesaid case is fixed
for hearing on 11.04.2022 at 11:00 am
before Joint Registrar (Judicial) of this
court. This citation is issued, in terms
of Section 283 of the said Act to all
persons claiming to have any interest
in the properties of the said deceased
to come to this Court, file objections, if
any and take part in the proceedings on
the date specified above for the grant
of Letters of Administration.

Given under my hand and the seal of
this Court, in terms of the orders dated
11.01.2022.

Assistant Registrar For
REGISTRAR GENERAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that
my clients Mrs. Savita W/o Late Sh.
Ramesh Chand and Anoop Kumar S/o
Late Sh. Kishan Das both R/o C-68,
Minto Road, Delhi have come to know
that Mr. Aaditya Raina S/o Late Sh.
Ramesh Chand, who is son and nephew
respectively of my clients, has started
including in activities which are against
the interest and welfare of the family,
therefore, my clients have severed all
their relations with Aaditya Raina and
have also disowned and disinherited
him. The general public is cautioned not
to enter into any transaction with him
particularly involving money. Anyone still
interacting with him shall do so at their
own risk and cost and my clients will not
be responsible for any liability.

Sd/- (Ramesh Kumar) Advocate
H-39, Basement, Kailash Colony,

New Delhi- 110048
Mob: 9810159436

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the general public at large
on behalf of my client Shri Satveer S/o
Shri Khem Singh R/o House No-359,
Block-E, Gali No-6, West Vinod Nagar,
Mandawali, Delhi- 110092, hereby
severed their all relations from their son
Shri Amit Kumar, daughter in law Smt.
Sonam, and also his granddaughter
baby Khushi. The above son Shri Amit
Kumar with his family living somewhere
in Borari, Delhi, separately, from my
client last two months. My client has
disowned and debarred all of them from
their all immovable and movable
properties and their life due to their rude
behaviors of his son and daughter in law
towards my client and his wife. Anybody
deals with them do the same at their
own risks and responsibilities, as my
client shall not held responsible for their
any act or omission in future.

DEEPAK RAJ (Advocate)
19-A, Neel Kanth Apartments, Plot No.

46, I.P. Extension, New Delhi- 92

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
my clients Shri Totaram Semwal s/o
Late Sh. Inderdev Semwal and Smt.
Shanti Semwal w/o Sh. Totaram
Semwal both r/o A66, Gali No. 6, West
Vinod Nagar, Delhi - 110092 disown
their sons Rajesh Semwal and his
wife Kusum Semwal and Sh. Mahesh
Semwal and his wife Neelam Semwal
from all movable and immovable
properties owned by my clients in any
manners and from their all the acts,
which have been done by my clients
sons and their wife's in all the manners.
My clients have no concern with their
sons namely Sh. Rajesh Semwal and
his wife Smt. Kusum Semwal and Sh.
Mahesh Semwal and his wife Smt.
Neelam Semwal. In case anybody
deals with above-said sons of my
clients and their family in any manner,
he/she shall be responsible for the
same at his own risk, cost and
consequences and the said act shall
have no legal binding force upon my
aforesaid clients.
SANDEEP GARG ADVOCATE

D-68A, 3rd Floor, Aruna Park,
(Opp. Metro Pillar No.-50),

Vikas Marg, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092
Mob. : 9811362403

To be known to all that We Smt. Sudesh Marwah
wife of shri Yogender Kumar and Smt. Harsh
Sareen wife of Shri S. S. Sareen owner of A-1/
53-A, First Floor, LIG flats, Lawrence Road,
Delhi-110035, has applied for certified paper of
the aforesaid flat such as original Demand Letter,
Possession Letter and Site Possession slip has
been lost. File no L/26(801)1973/HB. An FIR
(LR No.272909/2022) to this effect has been
lodged in the police station crime branch Delhi
on dated 01/04/2022. Any person claiming any
right, interest, having any objection or found in
possession of original documents may write/
contact with the above named person at above
address Phone no 9810677150 or Dy. Director
(LAB)Housing or Director (Housing). DDA Office
Vikas Sadan. New Delhi, within 15 days from
the date of publication of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Shri Nikhil Bansal son of my client, Shri
Ashok Kumar Bansal and his wife Smt.
Saroj Bansal resident of WZ-121A. Hastsal
Road, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059
and his wife Juhi Jain have become
disobedient and are harassing my said
clients for their greed.
Therefore, my above said clients Shri Ashok
Kumar Bansal and Smt. Saroj Bansal have
severed all kinds of relationship with their
son Shri Nikhil Bansal and his wife Smt.
Juhi Jain and have disowned them and
debarred them from inheriting any movable
and immovable property owned by my
above said clients. Any person dealing with
them will do so at their own risk.

Sd/- Fanish K. Jain (Advocate)
Office: B-6/155-156, F.F. Sector-8,

Rohini, Delhi- 110085

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
¸fZSe ¸fb½fd¢I »ff ÀfbQÊVf³ff ´f°³fe ´fbÂf À½f¦feÊ¹f Sf¸f
»ff»f ´fbÂfe ¨fb³³fe »ff»f d³f½ffÀfe ¸fI f³f O¶»fc ªf`O-
387, ER -108 LûMe ¸fdÀªfQ d°fWfOÞ ¦ffa½f, d°f»fI
³f¦fS dQ»»fe ³fZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf »fZ£f Sfªf ½f CÀfI e ´f°³fe
Se³fc I û C³fIZ Qb½¹fÊ½fWfS IZ I fS¯f A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f
¨f»f-A¨f»f Àfa´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQ£f»f I S dQ¹ff W` AüS
A´f³fZ Àf·fe °fSW Àfa¶fa²f d½f¨LZQ I S d»f¹fZ W`ÔÜ
·fd½f¿¹f ¸fZÔ B³fIZ dI Àfe ·fe IÈ °¹f ½f »fZ³f-QZ³f AfdQ
IZ d»f¹fZ ¸fZSe ¸fb½fd¢I »ff I e I ûBÊ dªf¸¸fZQfSe ³fWeÔ
Wû¦fe CÀfIZ ½fZ À½f¹fa dªf¸¸fZQfS WûÔ¦fZÜ

Sd/-
(O.P. Chanderwal)

Advocate
Mob. No. 8178640876

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL
CONCERNED that my client
Moharam, S/o Late Mohd. Sikander
R/o T-806/C-8, 1st Floor, Sukhdev
Nagar, Kotla Mubarakpur, New Delhi
has irreconcilable differences and
strained relationship with her son
Mohd. Javed and his wife Juhi @
Zubariya. Thus, my client has
decided with full state of mind to
severe all relations and disowns
them too from all his movable and
immovable properties. My client
shall not be responsible for their
acts, omission while dealing with
anyone in any manner for any
purpose and intent.

Sd/-
NAEEM AHMED

Advocate
Lawyer’s Chamber No. 359

Patiala House Courts
New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my Client SH.
BHAGWAN SINGH S/O SH. SURJAN SINGH,
BOTH R/O WZ-77A, MEENAKSHI GARDEN,
NEW DELHI- 110018, have severed all his
relations and connections with his daughter
MRS. REKHA SANOTRA W/o SH. SURJEET
SINGH, & her daughter Ms. Rishpreet Kaur,
R/o 16/76, Back Side, Subhash Nagar, New
Delhi- 110027, have debarred and disowned
them from all his movable & Residential
Property of Meenakshi Garden, New Delhi,
with immediate effect, due to acting beyond
control, disobedient, showing unfamiliar &
irresponsible attitude towards my clients.
Whomsoever deals with them in monetary
form or in any other nature shall do so at
her/his own cost, risk and responsibility.

Sd/- JAI VEER SINGH (Adv.)
CH. NO. 213-A, 2nd FLOOR SERVICE
INDUSTRIES BLDG. DISTT. CENTRE,

JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI- 110058

II,,SShhaasshhii GoyalW/oR.k. Goyal
have lostmyall original chain
of documents related tomy
property-160&160A,Gali
No.4,Sukhbir,Nagar,Karala,Del
hi-81,FIR is doneany,One Found
Plz,Contact-7838521496.

0040608624-11

WWeeVeenaRaniW/oSh. Ramesh
KumarVohra& JagdishVohra
S/oSh. RameshKumarVohra
bothR/oBE-136, JanakPuri,
NewDelhi-58 have lost our
Original SaleDeedNo.7598,
BookNo.1, VolumeNo.1351 on
pages 139 to 146dated
16.05.2016 of above said
property.Findersmaycontact
at aboveaddress.

0040608597-7

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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DRIVEMYCAR
★★★★

Director:RyusukeHamaguchi
Cast:HidetoshiNishijima,TokoMiura,
MasakiOkada,ReikaKirishima

ON:MUBI

AS ADVERTISED, Drive My Car is a road
movie. Of course it is. That’s what the title
says, and the film takes us accordingly for
longdrives in a red Saab in the companyof
two mismatched people, where they, of
course, learn the power of connection. The
result is a strikinglyunusual ruminationon
love and loss, and that has to do with the
prolific Japanese auteur Ryusuke
Hamaguchi’s skill in opening up closed
spaces throughconversation.
Whenpeopleareinaconfinedspace,and

the journey is long, it is a time out of time:
manyofususeittodothingswhicharehard
or tedious, or intenselypleasurable. The car

canbecomeahomeawayfromhome,where
a change of clothes nestles in the back seat.
When you have the luxury of being driven,
it can be an office onwheels, where dense
filescanbeflippedthrough,awayfrompleas-
urable distractions. It can be aplace to tryst
forillicit lovers,awayfrompryingeyes. Itcan
beasanctuary:takingdeepbreathsandcen-
tringcanbesurprisinglyeasyinamovingve-
hicle. It canalsobeaspace forcarvingpock-
etsof enormously fruitful conversations.
CelebratedTokyo-basedtheatredirector

Yusuke(HidetoshiNishijima)isinHiroshima
byinvitationof thelocalrepertorytoputto-
gether amulti-lingual production of Anton
Chekhov’sUncle Vanya. When he discovers
that a young woman called Misaki (Toko
Miura) will be his chauffeur, hemakes his
displeasureclear. It’snotsomuchtodowith
herasit isabouthowhelikesthetimeinthe
car tobeonhisown,wherehegoesoverhis
lines,andthinksthingsthrough.Misakistays
impassive, backing expertly out of a tight-
parkingplace,withnaryabreakorbump.

And then shebegins to drive, smooth as
butter,upanddownthesceniccoastalroads
inHiroshima,andhestartstoloosenup.Both
begin by inhabiting their respective spaces,

herbehind thewheel, him in thepassenger
seat. Slowly they shift; hemoves up ahead,
next toher. By theend, theyhave learntnot
onlythebendsandstretchesof theroad,but

eachother’scontours.Theyhavesharedpain,
exchangedmemories, and learnt ways of
healingeachother.
Hamaguchi’sthree-hourfilm,basedona

HarukiMurakami’s short story, is amaster-
ful examination of what it is to be human.
How do we understand one another? To
know someone from the inside is impossi-
ble, evenwhen the connection is deep;we
can spend several lifetimes in the quest for
thatmostelusive thing—aperfectpartner.
Yusukeismiddle-aged,andstillgrieving

fromthelossofhisbeautifulwifeOto(Reika
Kirishima), a successful playwright herself.
Fromwhat we see of them in themovie’s
lengthyprologue, it is clear that there is still
intimacy left in theirmarriage, as theyrelax
inbed, limbswrappedaroundeachother in
post-coital bliss. But it is also evident that
Oto’s passions are spent amongothers, and
thatYusuke is awareof it. It leaveshim, and
us,wonderingwhatkindof arelationship it
reallywas:were they truly still together, or
were they justgoing throughthemotions?

Thefilmdoesn’tbothergivingusanyan-
swers. Life isn’t about tying neat bows
around intractable problems. But the expe-
rienceofgettingabunchofdiverseactorsto
come to an accommodation and an under-
standing of theirmaterial teaches Yusuke a
thing or two about communication above
and beyond the actual act of directing the
play. This group, which includes a well-
knowncelebritywhoalsohappenstobehis
wife’s one-time lover Koji (Masaki Okada),
speaks in different tongues; one even uses
Korean sign language. Theybeginby sitting
acrossthetabledoinglinereadingsindiffer-
ent languages, and come together on stage
as awell-oiled unit. Art trumps difference,
andcreative fermentknowsno language.
Committing threehours toa filmcanbe

a challenge. But notwhen it is awork of art
whichgivesusanewwayofseeing.DriveMy
Carhadalreadycorralledseveralawardsbe-
foreitsBestInternationalFeaturetriumphat
the Oscars earlier this week. It has begun
streaming, and Iurgeyounot tomiss it. SG
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PADA
AMAZONPRIMEVIDEO
DirectedbyKamalKM,this
Malayalamfilmfeaturing Joju
GeorgeandDileeshPothan, is
basedonatrue incidentandraises
theseminalquestionof landand
thedisplacementof adivasis.

THE
BUBBLE
NETFLIX
Directedby
JuddApatow,
inthis the
comedy, the
castandcrew

ofablockbusteractionfranchise
attempttoshootasequelwhile
quarantiningataposhhotel.

TRUSTNOONE:THEHUNT
FORCRYPTOKING
NETFLIX
In thisdocumentarydirectedby
LukeSewell,whenthefounderof
aCanadiancryptoexchange
unexpectedlydies in India, custo-
merssuspect theremaybemoreto
thedeaththanmeets theeye.

COBALTBLUE NETFLIX
InSachinKundalkar’smuch-
talkedscreenadaptionofhisbook
bythesamename,CobaltBlue,
featuringPrateikBabbar,Neelay
MehendaleandAnjali Sivaraman,
anaspiringauthorandhissister
fall in lovewiththeirenigmatic
payingguest.

MOONKNIGHT
DISNEY+HOTSTAR
CreatedbyJeremySlater, in this
seriesbasedonMarvelComics
characterMoonKnight,Marc
Spector (Oscar Isaac), amercenary
whohasdissociative identity
disorder, isdrawnintoadeadly
mystery involvingEgyptiangods
withhismultiple identities, such
asStevenGrant.

STREAMING
WATCH LIST

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THERE ARE countlessmen like Brij Gopal
Sharma. Too young, at 58, to be given a
golden handshake and turfed out of his
workplace.Tooactivetochill inhismodest
home andwatch unending soapswhere
nothing ever happens, or go to the park,
where the elderly gang gets together for
yogaclassesandneighbourhoodgossip.
TheonedistinctivethingaboutSharmaji

(Rishi Kapoor) is that he loves rustling up
finger-lickin’food,andheistheone,asasin-
glefather,whohasfedhissons,nowgrown,
onewithajob,anotherincollege.Howdoes
someonelikehimpassthetime,asthedays
hangheavierandheavier?
Sharmaji Namkeen draws a portrait of

middle-classmohallaDelhi (Purani Dilli-
WestDelhi, for themost part), keeping its
‘working-class hero’ front and centre. At

two hours, it gets stretched. Half an hour
into the film, it is still going on how
Sharmaji is constantly being chivvied by
his sons, and told how to live out the re-
mainder of his life, before allowing him a
nicerespite,whichinvolvesabunchofjolly,
giggly, middle-aged ‘kitty aunties’, in the
need forabreak themselves.
It is a Delhi we have seen before, in

Dibakar Banerjee’s early films. It is also a
Rishi Kapoorwe have seen before: Habib
Faisal’sDoDooni Chaar, 2010,was also set
in middle-class Delhi, with its crowded
DDAhouses,noseyneighbours,andtuition
uncles. But unlike Banerjee’s edgierWest
Delhi, this one is more affectionate: old
friends(SatishKaushik,spoton)bicker,us-
ingdelightfullysaltyPunjabiexpletives,but
also look out for each other; fathers and
sonsarguebutthebondbetweenthemre-
mains rock solid — badaa ladka Suhail
NayyarworksinashinyGurgaonhigh-rise,

hasanupper-classgirlfriendinIshaTalwar,
andisdesperatetobecomeupwardlymo-
bile;youngersonTaarukRainagetsa‘com-
partment’ inhisexams,but ishappy inhis
dancegroup.
Thebestpartsofthefilm,whichflattens

occasionally, are the interactions between
the shy Sharmaji shedding his reluctance
and finding easy companionshipwith the
ladieswhokitty-partytheirdullafternoons
away, playing naughty dumb charade
games, or dancing to Yeh duniya pittal di:
Sheeba Chaddha, Ayesha RazaMishra are
hoots.Thesewomen—anicemixofsingles,
sexuallyadventurousmiddle-agedwomen,
secret tipplers, younghousewiveswhodo
notwanttobeconfinedtohomeandhearth
—areasorority.Theyarenot,andthisisthe
film’s strong point,made fun of: they are
writtenwithwarmth, andareshownhav-
ing each other’s backs. And Juhi Chawla
makes us smile, especially in those parts

wheresheandKapoorsharescreenspace,
takingusbacktotheyearswhentheywere
young and twinkly-toed, danced and ro-
manced,andsweptusoff our feet.
You watch the film as a tribute to

Kapoor. When he left us in an untimely
fashion, he was doing all kinds of roles,
from kohl-eyed baddies to cantankerous
grandpas. Thisone,his last, hasamessage
tucked in its telling: embrace change, go
out of your comfort zone, where unex-
pectedpleasuresmayawait.
Hehadfallengravelyillduringthemak-

ingofthefilm,andPareshRawalsteppedin
for him. The film’s editormust have had
quite a task, splicing sceneswith the two
actors,makingthemflow.Rawal’sSharmaji,
toggedout inKapoor’s trademarkchecked
sweaterandmuffler,isefficient.ButKapoor
istrulynamkeen,showingushowitisdone,
light on his feet, light in his eyes, awill to
live. Jeena isi kanaamhai.

SHARMAJINAMKEEN ★★★■
Director:HiteshBhatia,Cast:RishiKapoor,PareshRawal,JuhiChawla,SatishKaushik,SuhailNayyar, IshaTalwar,SheebaChaddha,AyeshRazaMishra,TaarukRaina

The Super
Soldier and his
power-packed
punch
ATTACK
★★★■
Director:LakshyaRajAnand
Cast:JohnAbraham,JacquelineFernandez,
RakulPreetSingh,ElhamEhsas,PrakashRaj,
RatnaPathakShah,KiranKumar

A CRACK contingent of the Indian Army
swoopsuponahideoutacrosstheborder,and
scoops up a most-wanted terrorist. That
adrenaline-filled sequence, which opens
Attack, a filmwhich hews close to its name,
leadstoaseriesof attacksonIndiansoil.And
thenwhathappens?Counter-attacks, silly. If
anyone dares attack us, wewill give them
moonh-todjawaab,andstompontheirgraves.
The story is credited to producer John

Abraham,whoplaystheleadinthistwo-hour
actioner: In andAsArjun, India’s First Super
Soldier.Ahighly-advancedchirpymicrochip
called Ira (youknow, somewhat like Siri and
Alexa) laysopentheknowledgeof theworld
infrontofourArjun,andhandshimthekind
of superpowersthatwouldbetheenvyofall
thecapedcrusaderscollectively.
Just so Arjun gets a fewbreaks between

theset-piecesinwhichhehastotakeonthe
evil Hamid (Elham Ehsas) and his gun-tot-
inggangastheysetaboutwreckinghavocin
thehallowedhouseof Parliament,with the
PrimeMinister inside,noless, there isagor-

geous girl-friend
(Jacqueline Ferna-
ndes), a caring
mother (Ratna
PathakShah), anda
perky associate-in-
arms (Rakul Preet
Singh).Theladiesdo
what they need to,
but they know, and
we know, that they
are mere place
fillers; the film,
rolling in its comic-

book chops, only kicks in when the Super
Soldier is in full flow.
Also, just so we think that everything

comes easily to India’s best and bravest, the
scriptmakesArjunworkfor theall-knowing
Ira.Abombblast, thedeathof abeloved,and
acripplingbulletarepartoftheplot,butthese
roadblocks are quickly dispensedwith, and
everything is revveduptothepointwhere it
isSuperSoldier100,EvilTerrorists0,whichis
essentially the entire post-interval portion.
Yes,afewIndiansaresacrificed,butsweetre-
vengeisnotfar:helicopterbladesandswords
meetterroristnecks,andenemybloodissat-
isfactorilysprayedacrossthescreen.
Watchout for somecutesymomentsbe-

tween Johnand Jacqueline, andShahelevat-
ing thematerial whenever she comes on.
Singh, as a super-smart creator of the super-
chip programme, is strictly in service to the
largerpurposeofthefilm.AsisPrakashRaj,as
JohnA’s boss,who gets to bark a feworders
here and there. Nice to see old-timer Kiran
Kumar pop up for a bit, as a bristling army-
man, andRajit Kapur as a shifty-eyed, crafty
netawhohasaneyeonthebigjob.
But, likewe said, these are sidebars.We

know exactly how things will pan out, no
strainonthebrain.Everythingisstraight-for-
ward,nocomplicatedcharacters,nodifficult
morally ambiguous situations. That’s what
desi superheroesare for, aren’t they? SG

Love, loss and a journey in light and shadows

Of great power and greater responsibility
MORBIUS
★★★

Director:DanielEspinosa
Cast:JaredLeto,MattSmith,JaredHarris,
AdriaArjona,TyreseGibson

SHALINILANGER

MORBIUS IS one of those villains in the
Spider-Man comics resurrected for the big
screen only, one suspects, because of the
richestobemadefromanexpandingMarvel
universe. Courtesy how those spoils are
carvedupbetweenSonyandDisney,here-
mains but a minor star in that galaxy.
However,toMorbiusthefilm’scredit,itun-
derstandsthiswell,goingforanunderstated,
consistent storywherewith great power
comesgreatresponsibility.
There are no big flourishes here, no big

battles to fight orwin except for the one
Morbiusfightswithhimself—toholdouta
temptationthatismuchtooalluringforhim
andforalifelongfriend,bothsufferingfrom
adisorderthat iskillingthem.
Never quite spelledout asmore thana

blooddisorder,thisailmentleavesthemde-
pendentoncrutchesforwalkingandwitha
deathlypalepallor(particularlyincaseofLeto,

playingMorbius).Thencomesachancetolive
lifetothefullest,notordainedbecauseofan
accident of science or birth, but an actual,
surprisingly coherent, experiment.
DrMichaelMorbeus,thegeniusscientistwho
refused aNobel Prize, is tryingoutmixing
vampirebatDNAwiththatofotherspecies,
inorder to transfuseananticoagulantqual-
itythatallowsthebatstotakeinlargequan-
titiesofblood.Thedrawback,whenhefinally
takesithimself,isthatalongwithsupermus-
clesandenhancedspeed,hearing,agility,the
transfusion leaveshimcapableof immense
violencetoprocureblood.

Can twomenwhohave sufferedmuch
ridicule,pityandlonglonelyhours—fanta-
sisingaboutlivinglongenoughtogetold,or
tofindlove—turnthisgiftdown?Especially
whentheyknowthecost?
AsMorbius chooses one path and his

friendMilo (Smith) the other, Espinosa—
thedirectorbehindthathauntinghorror-in-
space film, Life— sets the stagewell. There
areinterestingconfrontationsbetweenthe
twoonwhatismotivatingtheother,andthe
rightchoiceunderthecircumstances.
While the film is focused on these hu-

manelementsofitsstory,Morbiusisawin-

ner.Letomellowshisshowmanshipenough
toseizeatthischanceatplayingamanwho
cansimutaneouslybeanailing,paleghoul,
aDementor-liketerrorandayoungmanin
supermodel good looks and flowy black
overcoats and tresses. Smith is a good
change as a villainwho really is your staid
boy-next-door,inboring,button-downsuits,
thoughwith sneakers, andwith a jealous
streakthatmayormaynotbewhatitseems.
Theonlyotherpersonofanyconsequenceis
Arjona, andwhile she clearly exists largely
toplayMorbius’sgorgeousloveinterest,she
isdifficult todismissas justthat.
However,tomaketheleapfromaman-

bat to the superhero clubwith its Batman
andCompany,Morbiusmustfightnotjust
with words but also action. So the film
packs in fights whereMorbius is a shad-
owy,whispery presence flitting fromone
targettoanother,courtesyhisbatantenna.
It’s here that the film bogs down, adding
nothing to a superhero genre that has left
little to the imagination.
The filmwants you to imagine instead

Morbius as part of a ‘team’ (wink, wink)
fightingthebadguys.Youthinkofthatfrail,
vulnerablescientist ina labwhobeganout
trying to save the lives of his and his best
friend, and you can’t help feeling that the
bestofMorbiusmaybebehindhim.

Swan Song, Sweet and Salty

Weknow
exactlyhow
thingswillpan
out,nostrain
onthebrain.
Everything
isstraight-
forward
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On steering clear of a
larger-than-life image

Leadershipisatoughassignmentandas
youascend to the top, life is verydifficult. If
youtry tocraftan imagethat isnotauthen-
tic, thatveneerwill slipveryoftenandpeo-
plewillseethroughyou.Sooneof thethings
that Idecidedwas that I’mnotgoing tocre-
ateanewveneer.Tryingtojuggletheprior-
itiesofwork, familyandkidsis justnoteasy.
SoI’mgoingtotellpeoplehowhardit is. I’m
going to use a support system to help me
manage all of this stuff. And things are go-
ing to fall through the cracks. But if I’mhu-
manand talk about it honestly, then I don’t
have to constantly think aboutwhat image
I should create formyself.

On finding empathy
The empathy part was simple because

all the people who worked for me and
workedwithmewerefirstof allhumanbe-
ings,whohadtheirownfamilies, theirown
communities, their issues, which they
couldn’t just leavebehind. It never affected
theirworkbutyoucouldfeel it intheirbody
language. Theywere emotional about cer-
tain issues. And I felt that if I reachedout to
themandunderstoodthemaspeople,asop-
posed to tools of the trade, theywouldgive
me more in terms of contribution to the
workplace.SoIgottoknowthemaspeople.

On taking strong
political positions
Oneof thereasonswhypeoplewantcor-

porate leaderstotakeapositionis that they
feelhelpless.Sotheythinkthatcorporations
can actually convince governments to do
something different. Now here’s the prob-
lem. In a corporation, whatever position I
took,onethirdof theemployeesagreed,one
third disagreed, and one third were quiet.
Therewasalwaysthisdilemma.Whatabout
the quiet group? If something violated the
value statement or code of conduct, we al-
ways tookaposition. If itdidnot relate to it,
we stayedout.

On her American story
TheUS is still themost open country in

theworld. Inmybook, I talked about being
intheUKwiththeprimeministeratalunch-
eon and he askedmewhy I didn’t come to

theUKmanyyearsago.AndItoldhim, ‘Had
IcometotheUK, Iwouldn’tbehavinglunch
with you’. Inmost countries, an Indian im-
migrant, from an emerging market, a
woman, would have a tough time ascend-
ing to theCEOship. There’s noway to really
workyourwayupthehierarchyinanycoun-
tryother than theUSandget to the topand
be accepted. If you look at the number of
IndianAmericanCEOs in theUS, it’s anun-
precedentednumber.

Onher ‘performance
with purpose’ approach
ESG (Environmental, Social and

Governance)needstomovefrombeingalip
service from the fringe to the core.When I
did ‘performancewithpurpose’, Ididn’t just
doitbecauseIthoughtitwasnicetodooras
corporate social responsibility. I wanted to
de-risk the company because at that time
therewerea lotof taxesonour ‘fun foryou’
products.AndIwantedtokeep
the company growing so I had
to shift the portfolio to ‘better
for you’…Now fast forward to
today. ESGmetrics cannot be
fringefromthecompany. Ihon-
estly believe a good subset of
ESGmetricsshoulddriveshare-
holdervalue.

Onmega global trends
I see five big mega trends,

whichleadtotwobigissuesand
threebigchangesthatneedtohappen.One,
overthenextdecadeortwo,you’regoingto
see much bigger growth in population in
Asia and Africa than the rest of the world.
But if you look at the GDP, it’s going to be
mismatched. The second is that when you
have so much growth in Asia and Africa,
you’realsogoingtohavemoreconsumption
ofprotein,andthereforemoreanimals that
are reared. That could result in more epi-
demics and pandemics. Sowe need public
health systems that prepare us for epi-
demics and pandemics. Third, climate
change isgoing to impactusmassively. The
fourthistheageingof thepopulation. If you
have an ageing population, and you don’t
create support structures for women to
work, youwon’t be able to take care of the
ageingpopulation.Andfinally, thedizzying
pace at which technology is moving and

changing. There are twobig issues it raises.
First, I think we’re going to see a lot more
geo-political upheavals because of where
the population is growing and where the
GDP is. People are going towant to retreat
to nation states and national boundaries.
And the second is, because somuch of the
growth is going to be in knowledge jobs,
we’regoingtohavetodoagrandrescalingof
talent. And then it raisesworrisome issues.
Doregulatorsworldwideknowhowtoreg-
ulatetechnology?Second, inaworldwhich
couldbecomemoreunequal,what’stherole
of capitalism? And finally, if technology is
going to overtake so much of our life,
how are we going to put the human back
inhumanity?

On the gender gap in India
You’re seeing the rise of female talent

andthathastobeputtouseforthecountry.
How do you really take advantage of all of

the talent, not just a portion of
the talent? I think women are
part of that.Where it gets a lit-
tle confusing is that aswe look
at the laws in the books, India
has the best laws and support
for women but somehow in
the implementation of the
laws, there are problems. I’m
glad that the PrimeMinister is
talking to women. But I think
it’s not just asking women to
vote, it’s also worrying about

the issuesthatkeepwomenunsafe.There’s
also the question of talking to the men
abouthowwomenshouldbetreated inso-
ciety. It’s not just about women talking to
women, it’s men in power, and all men
coming to the tableandsayingwhatneeds
to change.

On the unevenness of the
Indian education system
The top education institutions are fan-

tastic. And after that, the fall off is pretty
spectacular.SoIthinkthefocushasgottobe
ontakingeverythingotherthanthetopfive
percentof institutionsandfiguringouthow
toimprovethequalityof theeducationthat
they impart to students... Indiahas to really
thinkabouthowtoupgradetheentireedu-
cation systemand build it off what they’ve
donewith the top institutions.

Onwar and economic sanctions
Thisisanunprecedentedtimewheremost

Western companies have come together to
exploreeconomicsanctionsasawaytohope-
fullystopthisterriblewar.Solet’sjustsaythat
aftereverymajorskirmishorwar,wefindnew
behaviours andnewways of averting awar,
whichmayormaynotsucceed.

Onbringing upher daughters
Withmy first daughter, I put all kinds of

restrictions — you can’t wear this and on
weekends you have to be homeby seven. It
was not sensible forme to do that because
shewasinadifferentsociety.WhenIhadmy
seconddaughter, I changedhowI interacted
with both kids. Somy first daughterwill al-
wayssaythatheryoungersisterhadtheben-
efit of all the stuff that she didn’t because I
learned over time thatwhen in Romedo as
theRomansdo.Sowhat I’ve triedtodois ju-
diciouslybalancewhatIthoughtwerechild-
rearing disciplines, give up some and try to
modify andmoderate to come up with a
newstyle.

On the definition of
an idealworker
The idealworkerwasanine-to-five job,

the male breadwinner, and then the
womanstayedhomeandkeptthingsgoing.
That existed for a long time. Families are
fragile andmessy. When something goes
wrong, what is that woman supposed to
do?Howwas she supposed to take care of
the family?Sofromapracticalperspective,
we have to rethink the ideal worker. And
my hope is that as we think about the fu-
ture of work, we put families in the centre
and say, how can we design the future of
workthatsays,parentsneedtogivetimeto
building and nurturing families, as well as
engaging in paid work? How do we engi-
neer flexibility into the work day or the
place ofwork, to enable this blendofwork
and family to happen? I’m not suggesting
lowering the productivity standards in
companies. Neither am I saying, you just
givehalf yourattention to thekids. I’m just
sayingthatbetweenthehusbandandwife,
there’s got to be a judicious balance of the
two. Somyhope is, aswe thinkpost-Covid
as to what the future of work should be,
start with where’s family in the future of
work, and thenworkoutwards.

SMITAMISHRA
FOUNDER&CEO,FANDORA
TECHNOLOGIES

Howdoyoufind influencers
atworkasa
businesswoman?

Clearly theycan’tbe inside
yourcompany.Butwhether it’s
industryassociations, or in
society, or going toconferences
andshows, andnetworking
withpeople, that’s theonlyway
to findpeople that youcan learn
fromandbuildon.When Iwas
inPepsiCo, in the foodand
beveragespace, I’dgo toa lotof
the tradeshows, andgo to
meetings,whereall of the
leaderswouldattend.And then
youbuildnetworks, exchange
ideas, andyoubuildoff of each
other.The idea is,what’s the
coregroupofpeople youneed to
interactwith, bothwithin your
industryandcompletely
different fromyour industry.
Butcanyou learn fromthem?
Andhowdoyou find those
people? It’s only in thesebig
forumsandconventions.You're
going tohave togooutand
networkandget toknowpeople
there inorder tobuild yourown
networkandkeep in touchwith
themandnurture them.

ADITYA BERLIA
CO-PROMOTER,
APEEJAY EDUCATION

Whatare themeasures that
countriescanput inplace,
beyondthequotas, tocreate
astrongpipelineof
femalecandidates for
corporateboards?

Just look at raw talent.
Don’t start off looking at
women and say they’rewomen,
therefore they should not be
good. Or don’t assume that
because it’s awoman, she’s
going to leave youwhenher
husband gets transferred.Men,
too, can leavewhen theirwives
get transferred. And I’ve seen
that happen. So if you judge
every person for the talent that
they are, I think you’ll end up
with a differentmix of
employees. I believe that
there’s a group of very talented
hungrywomenwhowant to
contribute to the paid economy
andwant to be economically
independent. Give them
achance.

In theUS, 70per cent of
high school valedictorians are
women.Womenare getting
college degrees 10points
higher thanmen, they’re get-
ting all the top grades. Is that
not a talent pool youwant to
draw from? I bet if you look at
the statistics in India, it is im-
proving over time and is reach-
ing a pointwhere you have to
takewomen seriously as a phe-
nomenal talent base.

SUBHASRI SRIRAM
ED & CFO, SHRIRAM CAPITAL
Youwent to the US at a
timewhen opportunities
in India weren’t as many
as they are today. If you
were to suggest to Indian
women today, would you
suggest that they stay
back in India and work? Or
are opportunities and
contributions to a larger
space still available in
the US and they should
find a life there?

India has opened up in
such profoundways. People
are travelling back and forth
from India to the USmuch
more frequently than they
could ever dreamof. I came to
the USway back in 1978.
People vacation here, people
vacation in every part of the
world today because you have
access to foreign exchange,
you havemorewealth in your
hands and the opportunities
are tremendous.Whether it’s
with amultinational company
in India or all of the big
companies in India, they pay
pretty goodwages these
days. Clearly there are
educational institutions in the
US that are truly world-class
and spectacular. But you have
to think through after that
education experience, what
do youwant to do?Do you
want to go back and
contribute to India? Or do you
want towork in the US?
Today, there’s no difference
between the two. I look atmy
ownBCG (Boston Consulting
Group) experience. Today, if I
graduated from aUS school, I
couldwell go back to India
andwork for BCG in India. And
BCG can sendme to any part
of theworld.

The opportunities are
seamless. So look at it in
terms of your own family,
your own hopes and dreams
and aspirations, and
your comfort level. It’s a
beautiful openworld today,
relatively speaking.

‘As we think of future of work, start
with family, thenwork outwards’

Attherecente-Adda,IndraNooyi,formerchairmanandCEOofPepsiCo,spokeonthefutureofwork,whythe
USisstillthemostopencountryandhermemoirMyLifeinFull:Work,FamilyandOurFuture
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ABHEEKSINGHI
SENIORPARTNERANDMD,
BOSTONCONSULTINGGROUP

Yourbook isonethathas
beenreadbythree
generations inmyfamily—
mymother,wifeand
daughter—apart fromme.
Thisquestionwasposedby
mydaughter:whatarethe
twoor threeskills thatyou
wouldaska14-year-old
Indianto learn?

Younggirls andboys start
debating right at thedining
table.Help thembuild the
ability to look at issues from
different sides, andencourage
themtoperform— in front of
the family or school.Get on
stage, develop self-confidence.
Wedon’t domuch tobuild the
self-confidenceof our young
ones.We tell them, just listen
tous. Iwould encourage
parents to teach their kids to
look at both sides of the issue
anddevelopcommunication
skills thatwill help thembuild
their confidence.Because
manyof themare competent.
But competencealone is not
enough. If youdon’t have
confidenceand
communication skills, you
can’t bring your competence to
the fore.

ANANTASINGH
RAGHUVANSHI
FOUNDER,PRESIDENT-ELECT,
NAREDCOMahi
Whenyoulookbackatlife,what
isitthatyoufeelismostpre-
cioustoyou?

There’saprofessional life
andapersonal life.Mychildren
aremy life.Andprofessionally,
I’vebeenmotivatedbymy job. I
didn’t care if I becameCEOor
not.The fact that I did jobswith
moreandmore responsibility,
alsogavemeenormous
satisfaction. I don’t know if I
wouldhavebeenagoodparent
if I hadn’thad thecareer,
because, thewaymybrain is
wired, I had tokeepdoing
something intellectually all the
time. I still have to. I thinkwhat
allowedmetobeadecent
mother, andagoodexecutive
was the fact that I hadboth
interests, andsomehow, I
straddled them.Youcannever
beperfectateverything. I did
mybest.

New Delhi
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THEUNITEDStateswillfaceEnglandandIran
in Group B at theWorld Cup finals while
Spainwill takeonGermanyinaclashof for-
merwinners inGroupE.
Holders Francewill meet Denmark and

Tunisia in Group Dwhile the tournament
will kick off on November 21 with hosts
QatarplayingEcuador.
For the U.S., the draw pits them against

their formercolonialrulersEnglandandthe
Iranians, a country theyhavehad long-run-
ningpoliticaldisputeswith.
TheU.S.facedIranatthe1998WorldCup

inFrance, losing2-1 to theGulf nation.
GroupGwasoneof thetoughest,pitting

five-timesWorldCupwinnersBrazilagainst
Serbia, SwitzerlandandCameroon.
Thedrawcameaftera45minutemusical

and video show as FIFA president Gianni
Infantino promised the eventwould "sim-
plybe thebest tournamentever".
Thedecision in2010tohandthehosting

rights to Qatar was heavily criticised and
there has been intense scrutiny of the hu-
manrights situation in thecountry.
Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad

al-Thaniwelcomedtheguestswhoincluded
national teamcoaches,WorldCup-winning
players and football officials all waiting to
discoverthegroupstagematch-upsduringa
ceremony presented by British actor Idris
ElbaandbroadcasterReshminChowdhury.
Thetournamentwill runfromNov.21to

Dec.18--thefirsttimesoccer'stopprizehas
been competed for in theMiddle East and
there was a distinct Arabian feeling to the
show.

Brazil coachworried
Brazil are the bookmakers’ favourites to

wintheWorldCupbuttheirlackoffriendlies
against European opposition over the last
four years perturbs coach Tite, who fears it
couldcost theminQatar.
Brazil were drawn inGroupG on Friday

and will face Switzerland, Serbia and
Cameroon in the finals.
Theyareunquestionably thebestside in

SouthAmericaalongwithArgentina,having
recordedarecord45points in thequalifiers
andgoingunbeaten inall 17matches.
But without game time against teams

suchasFrance,Spain,EnglandandGermany,
Titeadmittedtherewasaquestionmarkover
justhowgoodthefive-timesworldchampi-
ons reallyare.
“We don’t have these encounters so

there’s adoubt,”hesaid lastyear.
In the four years between the last two

World Cups, Brazil faced eight European
teams including holders Germany, hosts
RussiaandeventualwinnersFrance.

However, inthefouryearssinceBelgium
knocked themoutat thequarter-final stage
in Russia, they have only oncemet a team
fromEurope, beating theCzechRepublic 3-
1 inaMarch2019 friendly.
ThatisdownpartlytotheCOVID-19pan-

demic,whichhassqueezedthe football cal-
endarsince2020,butit isalsobecauseof the

NationsLeague.
Thelaunchof theNationsLeaguein2018

wasdesigned,accordingtoUEFA,to“reduce
thenumberofmeaningless friendlies”.
Brazil, though, see such friendlies not as

meaningless but as a chance to test them-
selvesagainst thebest in theworldandTite
has repeatedly asked the Brazilian Football

Confederation to arrange games against
Europeansides.
“AnyfriendlyagainstanyEuropeanteam,

because it is important,” he told reporters
lastyear. “Wewant it. Thesidewants it.”
The Europeans,meanwhile, appear less

worried, if comments from Spanish coach
LuisEnriqueareanything togoby.

Spain, Germany in Group of death
ChampsFranceclubbedwithDenmarkandTunisia,Qatar toplayEcuador inopeninggameonNov21

ANEVENLYpoisedWorldCupdraw
haskept thegroupstageoutcomes
largelypredictablebutwiththehopeof
somepromisingknockoutgames.

The group of death
Spain,CostaRica/NewZealand,

GermanyandJapaninGroupEcanbe
awardedthemonikerof thegroupof
death.While it seemstobeabattle
betweenSpainandGermany,bothwill
bevyingfor thetopspotsoas toavoid
Belgium.Anditdoesn’thelpthat the
second-placedteampicksup2018
WorldCupfinalistsCroatia,or
CONCACAFwinnersCanada.

The group of geopolitics
England,USA, Iranandoneof

Wales,ScotlandorUkrainewillbe in
GroupB. IfUkraineareable to fielda
teamfor theirEuropeanplayoff games
andmanagetoqualify, it couldbequite
apoliticalgroup.Also, thiswillbethe
first timeEnglandwillbeplayingon
thefirstdayof theWorldCupsince
1966, theonly timethey’vewonthe
tournament.

The group towatch out for
Surely,GroupHwith its fouralmost

evenlymatchedteamscouldwellbe
thegrouptoactuallywatchout for.At

firstglance, it seemstobePortugaland
Uruguay’s for thetaking.ButSouth
KoreaknockedoutholdersGermanyin
the2018WorldCupandGhanahave
thepotential tocauseanupsetor two.

CanQatar survive their group?
Fromthe looksofGroupA,

Netherlands’ returntoWorldCup
football seemstobearrivingwitha
surechanceofmaking itoutof the
groupstages.Which leavesQatar,
SenegalandEcuador.Qatarwillbe
facingEcuadorandif theycanpulloff a
win, thentheywill faceSenegal fora
groupstagedate.

SPOTLIGHT ONAMLAN
AmlanBorgohain came into the

limelight last year afterwinning the
national titlewith the fifth-best
timebyan Indian (20.75s). The
CristianoRonaldo superfanwon the
200mgoldwith a21.39s runat the
first leg of the IndianGrandPrix.
The FedCuphas24entries in the
eventbutAmlan is the favourite to
takehome thegoldmedal.

QUARTERMILE BATTLE
Amoj Jacob is oneof themost

improvedquartermilers in the
country. The23-year-old,who ran
the fastest leg of India’s 4x400m
Asian record-breaking runat the
TokyoOlympics,will beoneathlete
towatchout for.MohammedAnas,
thenational recordholder in200
and400m,will not be takingpart in
the eventdue to injury. Amojwill,
however, bepushedby campmates
like the seasonedArokiaRajiv, and
NoahNirmal Tom.

JINSON BACK IN ACTION
An injury in2019andaboutwith

COVID last year, forced Jinson
Johson to take a longbreak from
competition. The setbacks also
derailed thehopesof the2018Asian
Gamesgoldmedallist’s hopesof
making the cut for Tokyo. Thiswill
be Jinson’s first competition since

the2019WorldMilitaryGamesheld
inOctober 2019.

THE NEW CROP
Three triple Jumpers Eldhose

Paul, KarthikUnnikrishnanand
AbdullaAboobackerhadmetAFI’s
qualification standards for theCWG
(16.65m) andAsianGames (16.56m)
at the jumpnationals inMarch. But
due to agoof-upbyorganisers, the
windmeasuring apparatusnever
reached the stadium, robbing
athletes of preciouspoints in the
world ranking system. Jumpers
Eldhose andAboobackerhavebeen
performing consistently, endingon
thepodium inalmost all the
nationalmeets in the last fewyears.
Eldhose improvedhis 16.93m
(withoutwind reading) to16.95 at
the IndianGrandPrix, the third-best
jumpbyan Indian.

NO STOPPINGPRIYA (200M)
PriyaMohanhasbeenoneof the

bestperformingathletes thisyear.
TheKarnatakayoungster recently
pippedthree-timeAsianGamesgold
medallistMRPoovamma(400
metresand4x400metrerelay) for
the topspotat the IndianGrandPrix.
Shealsorecordedherpersonalbest
of 52.37s in theprocess. Interestingly
,Priyawon'tbe takingpart in the
400masper theentry listbutwill
runagainstHimaDas for the200m
title. —ANDREWAMSAN

A veteran returns, jumps
to see engrossing contest
TheFederationCup, the firstmajormeetof this year’s busyathletics season,
begins today inCalicut.With theAsiad, CWGandWorldChampionships lined
up, athletes looking toput their best foot forward.

BATTLEOF THE8MCLUB
(MEN’S LONG JUMP)
With JeswinAldrinbreaching the
8m-barrier recently at the Indian
GrandPrix, Indiahasnowthree
active jumperswhocan leapbeyond
thismark.National recordholder
SreeshankarMurali (PB8.26m) is
back in formafter theOlympics
debacle and is favourite to take
home thegold. Buthewill be
fiercely challengedby theother two
members of the8mclub–
MohammedAnees (8.15m)and
Jeswin (8.20mPB).

National long-jumprecordholder
Srishankarwillbeunderspotlight

S T O R Y O F T H E D R A W

FormerGermanycaptainLotharMatthäusat theWorldCupdrawceremony. AP

CROSSWORD4704

ACROSS
1 Theendofhangings?
(8)

5 Sortof sawforpine
(4)

9 Housedeposit? (5)
10 Three timessurroundeda
numbershowfear
(7)

11Changesides (5,2,5)
13 Howonemightbecastas
CaptainBligh?(6)

14 Businessconcern(6)
17 Getupbefore ten
(4,3,5)

20 Imeanthavingachangeto
liventhingsup
(7)

21Desertedplaceof refreshment?
(5)

22 Can it turnthetide for the
overweight?
(4)

23 Justwilling tobeeasyprey
(4,4)

DOWN
1 Company lieutenant’shorse
(4)

2 Communistgrass raising
animals
(3,4)

3 Motive force-beforerailways?
1,4,2,5)

4 Notoneonview
(6)

6 Sailorhasdamagedribputout
by Jewishdoctor (5)

7 Newratecertain forwealth
(8)

8 TheBench?(4,2,6)
12 Wildpig in itsownfatcalls for
oldport (8)

15 Youwon’t remembersuffering
fromit (7)

16 Thespiritof Switzerland
(6)

18 Quick tocatch five ina
falsehood(5)

19 Landthat liesaround inthe
water? (4)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr20)
This is not aday for
adventure,
especially not for
bold journeys to the

edgesof theknownuniverse!
Rather, it's a time todowhat
must bedone, fulfilling all
yourmanyduties and
obligations.Otherwiseyou’ll
be caughtoutwhen the
reckoningarrives.

TAURUS (Apr21 -May21)
If youwish, youmay
coast along today,
happy toput certain
essential affairs on

to auto-pilot. You shoulduse
this opportunity to relax,
especially if you’re about to
launchanewprofessional
venture.Don’twaitwhile
othersmake the running.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Workand thebig
worldmaybemore
enticing, but itwill
be essential todeal

withnecessary tasks at home.
To this end, Iwould advise
patience and restraint,
althoughpleasedo set
asidewhatever time isneeded
for a spot of romantic
day-dreaming.

CANCER (June22 - July23)
Youare still inclined
to imagine things
whicharenot true.
The fantasy-level

in your solar chart hasdeclined
dramatically, but it’s still
not clearwhat is true andwhat
iswish-fulfilment. That’s
themain reasonwhya
little caution is advisable
whenyou’remaking
major commitments.

LEO (July24 -Aug23)
Today’s delicate
lunar alignments
are truly splendid in
manyways and,

undernormal circumstances, it
wouldhelpyou tobring
personal goals to apoint of no
return. This timearoundyou
will have tomove like greased
lightning to save theday.Get
onwith it.

VIRGO(Aug24 - Sep23)
Theburning
questionnow is
whether you should
take the initiative

ornot. Probably, theonlyway
for you togetwhat youwant is
to accept that just for now
youmust shouldermoreof the
burden. But thenyou’re
used todoingmore thanyour
fair share. Perhaps this
timeyou’ll get proper
appreciation.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct23)
Byallmeanskeep
your feelings to
yourself, anddon’t
worry if other

people complain. Theymay
havea right toknowwhat you
aredoing, but theyhave
absolutelyno right topeer into
yourdeepest emotions.What
youneed todonow isdecide
what it’s safe to tell partners,
andwhat youhave tokeep to
yourself.

SCORPIO (Oct24 -Nov22)
Youmayhaveto
swallowyourpride
andadmit that
someoneelsemay

berightafterall. Thatdoesn’t
meanthatyoushouldaccept
anything less thanthebestat
work. Individualsapplying for
jobsshouldgiveahundredand
tenpercent.Avoidcomplacency
andover-confidence.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Doconsider certain
ethical questions
while you still have
time. If youwish to

forceothers to raise their
standardsof behaviour, you
will have todo soby setting an
example, so there’s nothing to
begainedbypreaching. You
need to listen toothers first
andmakeupyourmind later.

CAPRICORN(Dec23 - Jan20)
Youarenow
enteringamonth-
long financial cycle
that is reallyquite

stunning.Youmayevenbeable
tosortoutyour long-term
security,onceandforall.
Already,youmaybe
discoveringclues thatapartner
ismorereadyto listentoreason.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
MachoMarshas a
role toplay this
morning,while
gentleVenus steps

in this afternoon. These
movementswon’t signify
changes today, but theydo
indicate that over thenext
twenty-fourhours youwill
enter aphase that is assertive
andhopefully successful.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
Youare always
happy to let other
peoplewait onyou,
and todayoffers you

an ideal chance to take timeoff
while othersdoyourdirty
work. Pleaseput your feet up
whilepartnersdo the running
around.Keepaneyeon their
progress though, andbe ready
to intervene if they’re in
dangerof creating a realmess.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Paintingfromnatureisnotcopyingtheobject; it isrealizingone's____.-PaulCezanne(10)

SOLUTION:ORATE,SNIPS/SPINS,ATTAIN,MONIES
Answer:Paintingfromnatureisnotcopyingtheobject;itisrealizingone'ssensations.-
PaulCezanne

RTAEO AAITNT

NPISS EIMONS

SolutionsCrossword4703:Across: :1Quarterly,8Outre,9Junkets,10Object,11
Cannon,12Customer,15Military,18Little,20Loofah,21Agility,22Orate,23Lost
cause.Down:2Uvula,3Raking,4Estancia,5Youbet,6Streams,7Reiterate,11
Chameleon,13Skylight,14Also-ran,16Travel,17Stella,19Lotus.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis
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STADIUM CAPACITY MADE 50 PER CENT
IPL's ticketing partner BookMyShow on Friday said that audience
capacity for the current season has been increased to 50 per cent from
April 6. The Maharashtra government had initially allowed 25 per cent
crowds at all the four venues - Wankhede stadium, Brabourne stadium
in Mumbai, DY Patil stadium in Navi Mumbai and Maharashtra
Cricket Association stadium in Gahunje in Pune. PTI

Southee’s wobble special

Yetagain,TimSouthee
hasdoneinabatsman
withthethree-quarter
seam ball. It was
ShikharDhawan this
time, shaping todrive,
but finding the ball
wobblingaway fromhim, takingabit of
edgealongwithit.Southeehaddeveloped
it after a failure toproduce the conven-
tionalin-swingerandthefearoflosinghis
stockoutswinger.Hepickedthebrainsof
histeam-mateKyleMillswhohaddevel-
opedthethree-quarterseamball.Southee
explained it once on the ICCwebsite. “I
move the finger on theball andput the
weightonon-sideoftheball.Withtheless
uprightposition, hopeitcomesoutwob-
bly.”It’snotthecross-seamballbutthefin-
gersarealmostonon-sideof the leather
andwith thewrist firm (doesn’t break
away),herollshisfingersonthesideofthe
ball.AndlikeDhawan,andnumerousoth-
ershave foundoutbefore, theball tends
totiltaway.

Knight of false dawns

AjinkyaRahane’srecent
travailshavebeentypi-
cal. Hewould unfurl a
fewgorgeousstrokes,so
convincingthat thebe-
holder is leftconvinced
thathehasrediscovered
his touch (the touchhasnot actuallyde-
serted himbut the runs have). Thenhe
wouldplayaloosestrokethatwouldleave
youfumingathim.AgainstPunjabKings,
he looked in gorgeousnick, lacing three
boundaries in the first 10balls he faced.
The last of the threewas pure timing,
when he just pushed a Kagiso Rabada
throughcover.He then judiciously left a
coupleofaway-nibblingones,late-cutone
straight to backwide gully. Relaxed and
composed, he seemed in no hurry in a
supposedlyeasychaseof 138.Then,out
ofnothing,hedrovefeeblyataballpitched
on seventh stumps, fromthe crease and
just throwing his hands at it. He duly
edgedandOdeanSmithswallowedit.The
Kolkata Knight Rider seems to be the
knightof thefalsedawns,thesedays.

“If you hit a four, you
are two runs short,”
Andre Russell once
said and he couldn’t
stop baring his televi-
sion-ad-worthy teeth
in the end after blast-
ing8sixes.
Though the target

wasn’t huge, KKR had
lostwickets inaclutch
butRussellmade light
workof it.
HisJamaicanteam-

mate Odeon Smith
helped him get going
withsomeuttertripe-
three sixes and a four
flew in an over and

Russell also had the
momentum to belt
Punjab’s best bowler
RahulChaharforcon-
secutivesixestowrap
upthegame.
Another piece of

Russellwisdomis the
reasonhestaysstillor
even behind the
crease. “Why go to-
wards the ball? The
ball is coming to
you?!” He just clears
the front foot and
smashes the white
roundthing.

Photos:sportzpics/IPL

Narine plots end of Raj

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER
Hot heads, calmminds and everything in between at the game

Knight takes King
UmeshYadavbowls likeadreambeforeRussell smashesunbeaten70off 31asKKRoutclassPunjabKings

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
APRIL 1

ONCE PUNJAB Kingswere bundled out for
137in18.2overs,itwasKolkataKnightRiders’
game to lose. Four quick wickets had put
them ina spot of bother andat 51/4, Punjab
sensedanopportunity.ButAndreRussellex-
ploded atWankhede and SamBillings gave
himgoodcompany.Anunbroken90-run(47
balls) fifthwicket partnership between the
two eventuallymade it a cakewalk for KKR.
They won by six wickets with 33 balls to
spare.Russellblastedhiswaytoa31-ball70
not out, including two fours andeight sixes.
Billingsscored24notoutoff 23balls.
After chasing down a 200-plus total

againstRoyalChallengersBangaloreintheir
first game, normal service resumed for
Punjab. Their takeaways from this game
wererestrictedtoBhanukaRajapaksa’snine-
ball 31 and Rahul Chahar’s 2/13 from four
overs. From Indian cricket’s point of view,
Chahar’s steady improvement as a bowler
has been heartening. The leg-spinner has
addedvariety tohisbowling.

Russell’s power-punch
Punjab’s ploy of Odean Smith coming

fromaroundthewicketandbowling length
onalegstumplinetoRussellwasasbaffling
as it was ineffective. Rising deliveries from
back-of-a-length into the body have tradi-
tionallyproventobethebigman’sbugbear.
Smith’s bowling was meat and drink to
Russell.
Thefirstthreeballsof the12thoverwent

for a four and two sixes. Andwhen Smith
switched toover thewicket, he still bowled
length.That30-runovercompletelytookthe
gameawayfromPunjab.Therewasnostop-
pingRussell after that.
Early days, but the knights are looking

very good. Russell’s x-factor aside, Shreyas
Iyer’s arrival has added quality to their bat-
ting line-up, although the KKR captain yet
again lost hiswicket to a leg-spinner. KKR’s
bowling attack has Umesh Yadav, who has
beenarevelation in this format.
Tim Southee has been complementing

him well, while Sunil Narine and Varun
Chakravarthyareprovidingthespin-punch.
OnFriday,theirfieldingwasexcellentaswell.
Southee’scatchtodismissKagisoRabadaoff
Russellwasbreathtaking.

Yadav’s secondwind
The veteran fast bowlerwent unsold at

thefirstroundofauctionbeforeKKRbought
him as an afterthought, at his base price of
Rs2crore. Itnowlooks likeabargain.
At34yearsofage,YadavisenjoyingaT20

secondwind. He already has eightwickets
in three games; fiveof thosewere taken in-
sidethePowerplays.Today,hereturnedwith

4/23fromfourovers.Anappreciationtweet
fromtheKKRmedia teamfollowed.
Yadavhasdevelopedawobble-seamball

which is cutting back to the right-handers
from a disconcerting length. It trapped
MayankAgarwalleg-before.ThePunjabcap-
tain had shuffled across, butwas beaten by
thenip-backer.
Oneway tocounterYadav is toupsethis

length.ShikharDhawantriedthatbycharg-
ingdownthe trackandhittinga six. But the
senior quick ismixing brainwith brawn to
fantasticeffect in this IPL.Also,he ismoving
the ball bothways at speed andalteringhis
length. Iyer’s captaincy has beenpretty im-
pressiveso far, especially thewayhe ishan-
dlinghisbowlers.He
broughtbackYadavintheninthoverand

wasrewardedwithLiamLivingstone’sscalp.
Then,afterNarine’sspinchoke–Varun, too,
deservesaseriousmention–andSouthee’s
wicketshadputPunjabonthemat,Yadavre-
turned for his final spell and sucked the life
out of the opponents’ back-end recovery
with twodismissals in threeballs.
A lengthdelivery that came ina fraction

cleaned up Harpreet Brar. A short ball ac-
counted for Chahar. It was smart thinking
fromIyertokeepNitishRanaatwideslip.As
theballrearedoff thedeck,Chaharfollowed
thefielder. IfYadavwasthemostsuccessful,
Narinewas the trickiest. Asusual, his bowl-
ingwasverydifficult todealwith.

Narine’s trickery
Tothepurists,Narine’sactionisstillatad

jerky.Butaslongashiselbow-bendiswithin
the permissible 15-degree limit, no harm
done.
ThelynchpinofKKR’sspinattackthrives

onhis consistency, the impeccable line and
length that barely allow the batsmen any
space to manoeuvre. Batsmen know his
tricks, theystruggle todecipher them.
Raj Bawa is a boy in aman’s world. The

youngster’s raw talent is unmistakable, but
tonight he was in for a rude awakening.
Bawa’s extra-cover drive for four off Narine
wasclassy.
Buthewasn’t prepared for the response

fromthespindoctor.Thebowlerwentwide
ofthecrease,bowledflatterandgavetheball
a vicious tweak. Bawa, stuck at the crease,
played for the angle. The ball spun past the
outsideedgetohittheoffstump.Moreexpe-
riencedbatsmenthanBawahavefallenprey
toNarine’s tricks. The teenagerwill learn.
That was Narine’s only wicket in the

match, his figures reading 1/23 from four
overs.Butwhatthespinnerdoesgameafter
game is to put on the choke in themiddle-
overs.Rivalteamstrytoseehimoff.Thatway
they play into his hands. It breaks themo-
mentum, creates pressure and makes
wicket-takingeasier forhis colleagues.

BRIEFSCORES: PunjabKings:137alloutin
18.2 overs (Bhanuka Rajapaksa 31, Kagiso
Rabada25;UmeshYadav4/23,TimSouthee
2/36) lost to KKR 141 for 4 in 14.3 overs
(Andre Russell 70 no off 31 balls). KKRwon
by6wickets.

UmeshYadavwasthepickof theKolkataKnightRidersbowlerswith4/23. sportzpics/IPL

SYNOPSIS: Allround KKR thrive on
Russell’spower-punch,Yadav’s second
wind andNarine’s trickery.

After a phase of nerves, Raj Bawa, the
giftedstroke-makerfinallyhammered
hisfirstboundaryofthenight,ameaty
driveoff SunilNarine,whofalteredon
the fuller side.Theballwas flat, itwas
Narine’squickeronethatwasfraction-
ally over-pitched, butwith powerful
wrists,hebludgeonedtheballtowards
thefence.Narinewasnotamused.The
follow-upwasnotashortball,asmany
bowlersareproneto.Theball cameat
around the same speed (90kph or
thereabouts),but itswervedinwardly,

andafterpitchingturnedawayashade
pasthisfeebledefensiveprodtoclatter
hisstumps.Thesedays,Narinerevelsin
subtletyratherthanmagicormystery.
Thedriftwasgentle,takingBawa’seyes
totheleg-sideandcoaxinghimtoplay
insidethelineoftheball,thelengthwas
on the fuller side of the good-length
band, driveable yet notdriveable, and
the turnwas just enough tobeat him
andhitthestumps-abitmoreturnand
theballwouldhaveleftthestumpsun-
harmed.

Russell’s coup de grâce

NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 1

VISWANATHANANAND,thefive-timeworld
champion,hasthrownhisweightbehindthe
re-election bid of FIDE president Arkady
Dvorkovich, a former deputy primeminis-
terofRussia.ThoughAnandandDvorkovich
didn't give details of Anand's role in FIDE if
Dvorkovich and his team are reelected, the
Indian Grandmaster's support for the
Russianwillbeseenassignificantwithcam-
paigning tostart in the firstweekofMay.
TheFIDECongresswillbeheldinChennai

inthefirstweekofAugustafter theAll India
ChessFederationwasawardedrightsof the
44th Chess Olympiad. "I am committed to
run for thenext term for FIDEpresidency. It
isnotthestartof thecampaignyet,thecam-
paignwillstartonlyinMay. Iamhappynow
that our teamwill be strengthened by the
participationofViswanathanAnand.Anand
will be a huge part of our team if wewin,"
Dvorkovich said at an eventwhere the offi-
cialhandoverofthehostingrightswasdone.
Whenaskedabouttherolehewouldplay

inFIDEAnandsaida'generalagreement'had
beenreachedbutthedetailswerestillbeing
workedout.
"Forthemomentwehaven'tdecidedyet

whatshapethiswilltakebutIknowthegreat
work president Dvokorvich and his team
haveaccomplishedandIwaswillingtowork
beside them.Whenwe find a specific role
wewill let youknow.But for themoment it

is just a general agreement. So basically
Dvorkovich offered that we can work to-
getheraspartofhisteaminFIDEandIwould
behappytodoso. Ihaveseenthegoodwork
and I amhappy to contribute.Wedidn't yet
naildownwhatroleandsoon,"Anandsaid.
DvorkovichwaselectedasFIDEpresident

in 2018 and is known to be close to the
Kremlin.Hewasalsotheheadofthelocalor-
ganising committee of the FIFAWorld Cup
hostedbyRussia fouryearsago.
The previous president Kirsan

Ilyumzhinovwas also Russian but towards
the end of his two-decade reign, hewas hit
byUSsanctionsforhisallegeddealingswith

theBasharal-Assadgovernment inSyria.
DvorkovichhadgotthebetterofGeorgios

Makropoulos of Greece, the then FIDE
deputypresident.
RecentlyDvorkovichhasbeeninatricky

situationwhen the FIDE council decided to
withdrawMoscow's hosting rights of the
Chess Olympiad after Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.RussianandBelarusianteamshave
also been suspended from events, while
players from these two countries can't play
under theirnational flag.
FIDE also banned one of the biggest

namesinRussianchessGrandmasterSergey
Karjakin forhispro-warcomments.

Karjakin's suspensionwas followedby
a statement from Dmitry Peskov, the
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Russian Chess Federation. Peskov, as re-
ported by Chess24, told the Russian news
agency TASS: "We regret this. We call on
FIDE to reconsider this decision and still
remainoutof politics, therebyconfirming
the international prestigeof this chessor-
ganization. Naturally, we disagree with
this decision."
When asked about the recent decisions

ofFIDE,Dvorkovichsaid,"(Ouraim)Istopro-
tecttheinterestofplayers,anduniteplayers
aroundtheworldanddowhateverisneeded
to achieve this goal. We had to take some
steps, difficult forme also personally but it
was in the interest of the chess community
and in the interestof FIDEandplayers. Iwill
keepthestancelikethat,soIamlookingfor-
wardtotheOlympiadas itwillbeanoppor-
tunity to reunite thechess family."

With polls around corner, Anand eyes FIDE role
"For themomentwehaven't
decided yetwhat shape thiswill
takebut I knowthegreatwork
presidentDvokorvich andhis team
have accomplishedand Iwas
willing toworkbeside them.When
we find a specific rolewewill let
you know.But for themoment it is
just a general agreement.”

VISWANATHANANAND ,
5-TIMEWORLDCHAMP

AnandhasthrownhisweightbehindFIDEpresidentArkadyDvorkovich

NICKMULVENNEY
APRIL 1

AUSTRALIAWILLbestrongfavouritestowin
theWomen'sWorldCup for a seventh time
in Christchurch on Sunday but reigning
champions England have hit their stride at
thebusinessendof thetournamentandwill
notgiveupthe trophyeasily.
While the top ranked Australians have

rompedthroughthetournamentwitheight
straightwins,four-timeschampionsEngland
havebeenincrisismanagementsincelosing
their first threecontests.
Theyqualified for the semi-finalswith a

thumpingwin over Bangladesh, however,
and were at their very best when they
crushedsecond-rankedSouthAfricaby137
runs on Thursday to reach the final for the
sixth time. DanniWyatt smashed 129 runs
from 125 deliveries to help set the South
Africansanimposingvictorytargetandspin-
ner Sophie Ecclestone finished the jobwith
6-36.TheEnglishknowtheywillhavetohit
similar peaks when they return to Hagley
Oval on Sunday to face Australia, who they
havenotbeatenintheir lastsevenmeetings
inone-dayers."We'vetakenafewbatterings
over the last couple of months, but the fact
we'rehereinaWorldCupfinalisgreat,"skip-
perHeatherKnighttoldtheBBC."We'llgoin
as underdogs, which is certainly fair (but)

whatastoryhasbeenwrittenforusifwego
and beat them on Sunday. "We go in as
equals.There'sablankslate.There'snopres-
sureonusatall todowell."
ThesamecannotbesaidofAustralia,who

still frequentlyreferencethestunninglossto
India in the 2017World Cup semi-finals in
England.
Theworld'sbestall-rounder,EllysePerry,

is an injury doubt for the Australians after
she suffered back spasms in their penulti-
materoundrobingameagainstSouthAfrica.
WiththelikesofBethMooney,MegLanning
andAlyssaHealyleadingthebatting,andJess
JonassenandMeganSchuttwieldingtheball,
however, Australiawill be hard to beat. The
prospectofplayingtheir fiercest rivals,who
they blanked in themulti-formatAshes se-
ries earlier this year, is sure to add an extra
edge to the final.REUTERS
LiveonStarSports:6:30am(Sunday)

World Cup final: Favourites
Australia face champs England

Whilethetopranked
Australianshaveromped
throughthetournamentwith
eightstraightwins, four-times
championsEnglandhavebeen
incrisismanagementsince
losingtheir first threecontests.
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