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THE SUPREME Court on
MondaysetasidetheAllahabad
HighCourt’sordergrantingbail
to AshishMishra, son of Union
Minister of State (Home) Ajay
Kumar Mishra, in the
Lakhimpur Kheri case and
askedhimtosurrenderwithina
week.ThecourtsaidtheHChad
“adopted amyopic view of the
evidence” and denied “a fair
and effective hearing” to the
“victims”.
Thebenchof Chief Justice of

India N V Ramana and Justices
Surya Kant and Hima Kohli
asked the HC to decide the bail
plea afresh, “in a fair, impartial
and dispassionatemanner, and
keeping in view the settled pa-

rameters... andaftergivingade-
quateopportunityof hearing to
the victims aswell”, preferably
within threemonths.
Thebenchwashearingpeti-

tions filed by the relatives of
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IT IS here, on this island off the
JaffnapeninsulaintheNorthern
Province, where India has dis-
placedChina to signapactwith

theSriLankangovernmentfora
joint renewableenergyproject.
Its5,000inhabitants,all fish-

erfolk, are unaware of the in-
tense geopolitical jostling over
their island and two others
nearby, Nainatheevu and
Analatheevu,thatwentonmost
of lastyearasDelhisuccessfully
persuadedColombo to cancel a
project awarded to a Chinese
company, and offered its own
instead.
What they do know is that

they have to deal with Indian
fishermenfromTamilNaduwho
sailintothewatersaroundJaffna
threedays aweek, destroy fish-
ingnets of the local people, and
themselvesuse“errataimadi”or
double-foldnetstobottomtrawl
theseabed.
The Sri Lanka-IndiaMemo-

randum of Understanding for
the project was among several
signed inMarchduring thevisit
of External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, as Delhi extended a

helpinghandtoColomboduring
the economic crisis with finan-
cialassistanceworth$2.4billion.
InJaffna,Delhiisbeingurged

toresolvethelong-runningfish-
ingcrisis,andviewtheopportu-
nitypresentedbySriLanka’scri-
sisnotthroughanIndiavsChina
lens, but as a chance to reset its
engagementwithSriLankawith
people-friendlyprojects, includ-
ing in theTamil areas.
All of 50 sq km, Delft, also

known by its Tamil name
Neduntheevu, is located in the
Palk Strait. A choppy one-hour
boat ride from a Jaffna jetty
called Kurikattuwan, Delft lies

just 45 km north-east of Tamil
Nadu’s Rameswaram. In be-
tween is Katchatheevu, which
IndiacededtoSri Lanka in1974.
Sri Lanka’s territorialwaters

inthisentireareaareamatterof
severe contestation between
IndianandSriLankanfishermen.
“300to500boats.Theycomeat
nightonMondays,Wednesdays
and Saturdays. Those are their
fishingdays,andtheycomethat
close,” said42-year-oldRegees-
waran,pointingtoabuoynotfar
fromtheshore.
His neighbour J Arokiyadas

complained that when the Sri
Lankan naval unit stationed on

the island arrests Indian fisher-
mentrespassinginthesewaters,
“theygetcalls fromthebigguys
in Colombo ordering their re-
lease”.
IndiaandSriLankahavebeen

engaged on the fishermen’s is-
sue for nearly two decades, but
havenotbeenabletoresolvethe
matter.
When the alarm bells went

off in Delhi though in January
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Delft lies just45kmnorth-eastof TamilNadu’s
Rameswaram.NirupamaSubramanian

GOING TO SCHOOL IN JAHANGIRPURI
Securitypersonnel inDelhi’s JahangirpurionMonday, twodaysaftercommunalclashes.PraveenKhanna REPORT,PAGE4
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RUSSIA STRIKES
LVIV, PREPARES FOR
ASSAULT IN EAST P 14

WPI HASBEEN INDOUBLEDIGITSEVERYMONTH IN2021-22

TrendreversalwithCPI inflationconvergingtowardsWPI inflationaworry

AANCHALMAGAZINE
&PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

WITH PRICES of crude oil and
othercommoditiesrisingdueto
disruptions in global supply
chainsinthewakeof theRussia-
Ukraine war, the Wholesale
Price Index orWPI-based infla-
tion surged to 14.55 per cent in
March 2022, after a 13.11 per
cent reading inFebruary2022.
ThisisthesecondhighestWPI

printinthe2011-12series.Thean-
nualWPI inflation— inflation at
theproducerlevel—hasremained
in the double—digits in every
monthof2021-22andhasalmost
consistentlyedgedupwards.
For policymakers, a more

worryingprospect is that of the
Consumer Price Index or CPI-
based annual inflation — infla-
tionattheretail level—converg-
ing towards the WPI-based
inflation, in deviation from the
usual trend of the wholesale
price inflation collapsing in the

directionof the retailprice rise.
It presents a peculiar chal-

lenge for policymakers: the gap
betweenthetwometricscontin-
uing for an extended period
pointstolingeringmarket ineffi-
ciencies,triggered,inpart,bythe
Covid-inducedimpactatthepro-
ducer level. Secondly, the rise in
CPI inflation,with no cooling off
insight,indicatesashiftfromthe
historicaltrendwherethewhole-
sale inflation typically collapses
towardsconsumerinflation.
Ahead of the wholesale

price-based inflation spiking to
a four-month high of 14.55 per
centinMarch,ahighbaseof7.89
percentinMarch2021notwith-
standing,datareleasedlastweek
showedretail inflationinMarch
had surged to a 17-month high
of6.95percent,drivenprimarily
by high prices of fuels and food
itemssuchascereals,vegetables,
milk, oils,meat, and fish.
Economists are worried.

“Youareinasituationwherethe
pricing power has increased in
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PM’s Red Fort
address to
mark birth
anniv of Guru
Tegh Bahadur

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
willaddressthenationfromRed
Fort on April 21, to mark the
400thbirthanniversaryofGuru
Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh
Guru, the Union Ministry of
CulturesaidonMonday.
The PM’s address will mark

the culmination of a two-day
mega event being organised by
theministry at Red Fort, in col-
laboration with the Delhi Sikh
GurdwaraManagementComm-
ittee, Union CultureMinister G
KishanReddysaid.Inhisspeech,
which is expected around 9:30
pm after ‘shabad kirtan’ by 400
ragis (Sikhmusicians), thePMis
likelytofocusonrelayingames-
sage of interfaith peace, said
sources.
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NIHALKOSHIE
&DEVENDRAPANDEY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

MAHANAARYAMAN SCINDIA,
son of UnionMinister for Civil
Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia,
wasappointedvice-presidentof
the Gwalior Division Cricket
Associationearly thismonth.At
a time when dynasty isn’t ex-
actlyabadgeofpoliticalhonour
andwhencricket’splaying field
looksmore level than ever, this
hardly raisedanyeyebrows.
For, it was true to Indian

cricketboard’sage-oldtradition:
asonfollowinghisinfluentialfa-
ther’s footsteps in cricket’s ad-
ministration.
Indeed,overathirdof the38

fullmembers of the BCCI today
include, at the top, sons or rela-
tives of former officials and of
powerfulpoliticians—thehigh-
est-ever in theboard’shistory.
“Never have there been so

manyassociationsthatareruled
by families,” saidaveteranBCCI
official on the condition of
anonymity.
This despite red flagswaved

by the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed RM Lodha Committee.
FramingthenewBCCIconstitu-
tionwaybackin2016, ithadun-
derlined: “In some states all
members are from a few fami-
lies or a single family, thereby
perpetuating the control over
cricket in the hands of a few.” It
put an age cap, 70 years, and a

three-yearcoolingoffafterasix-
year term for administrators
thus setting the stage for some
fatherstohandovertotheirsons.
Consider:

■ JAY SHAH: BCCI secretary,
Former Gujarat Cricket
Association joint-secretary.
Father: Amit Shah, former GCA
president and Union Home
Minister.
■ARUNDHUMAL:BCCItreas-
urer; Brother: Anurag Thakur,
former BCCI president & Union
I&B and Youth Affairs & Sports
minister.
■ MAHANAARYAMAN
SCINDIA: Gwalior Division
CricketAssociation(GDCA)vice-
president; Father: Jyotiraditya
Scindia, former president, MP
Cricket Association; president,
Chambal Division Cricket
Association.
■ DHANRAJ NATHWANI:
Gujarat Cricket Association
(GCA) vice-president; Father:
Parimal Nathwani, former GCA
vice-president.
■ PRANAV AMIN: Baroda
CricketAssociation (BCA)presi-
dent;Father:ChirayuAmin, for-
mer BCA president and Ex-in-
terimIPLchairman.
■ AJIT LELE: Baroda Cricket
Association (BCA) secretary;
Father:LateJaywantLele,former
BCA&BCCI secretary.
■ JAYDEV SHAH: Saurashtra
Cricket Association (SCA) presi-
dent; Father:NiranjanShah,for-
merSCA&BCCI secretary.
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LAKHIMPURKHERICASE

SC sets aside HC bail
order, tells Ashish
Mishra to surrender

Body of Khargone’s
missing man found,
first death in clashes

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,APRIL 18

AMONTHintohis second term,
ChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathis
set to unveil a plan to tackle the
stray cattle menace. With the
problem emerging as an issue
during the Assembly polls, the
BJP led by Prime Minister

NarendraModi had promised a
solution if returnedtopower.
Theplanincludesprovision-

ing for shelterswithin 100days
to accommodate up to 50,000
straycattle,goingupto1lakhin
six months; cow sanctuaries
acrossthestatetohousecattlein
anaturalhabitat;constructionof
at least 50mega cow shelters;
andraisingthecapacityofexist-

ing ones. Besides, each district
magistrate has been given the
target of ensuring shelter for at
least10straycowsperdaystart-
ingApril 15.
Officials said the idea is to

planlong-term,ratherthanlook
forquick fixesas in theprevious
regime, after the stray cattle
menace exploded following a

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

IRAMSIDDIQUE
INDORE,APRIL 18

THE FIRST death in the April 10
communal clash in Khargone
was recorded onMonday, with
a body found after the violence
identifiedasthatof IbraishKhan.
The28-year-old,aresidentof

Khargone’sIslampura,hadbeen
missing since the violence that
erupted during a Ram Navmi
procession.Hisfamilyidentified
thebody,whichhadbeenfound
bypoliceat1amonApril11just
300metres from his house, as
thatof KhanonMonday.
Police said they had found

Khan, a father of an eight-

month-old boy, injured and
rushed him to the district gov-
ernment hospital, where he
died.Theunidentifiedbodywas
later shifted to Indore’s M Y
Hospital forpost-mortem.
The district administration

hasannouncedanex-gratiaofRs
4 lakh for Khan’s family, identi-
fyinghimofficiallyasthevictim
of thecommunal clash.
Angry at police, Khan’s

brother Ikhlak said: “Whenwe
began searching for him, we
were told by his friends who
werewith Ibraish that day that
he was hit by policemen and
taken somewhere. We kept
pleading to policemen, but no

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

THESMALLandmedium
sectorbore thebruntof
thepandemic. Thepric-
ingpowerhas shifted
substantially to largeren-
terprises. Thecostpush
increases showingup in
theWPIwill likely influ-
ence the financial crisis, a
worrygoing forward.
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In Jaffna waters, India sinks China bid, but an old net problem rises

Growing concern aswholesale inflation
up to 14.55%, pressure on retail prices

Shelters and sanctuaries to biogas and cow
dung, UP govt readies a stray cattle plan

Straycattleemergedasan
issueduringAssemblypolls

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

LIEUTENANT GENERALManoj
PandewasMonday appointed
the newChief of Army Staff. He
will succeed General M M
NaravaneonMay1.
TheViceChief of ArmyStaff,

LtGeneralPandewillbethefirst

officer from the Corps of
Engineers tobecometheCOAS.
In a Twitter post, the Indian

Army said: “General MM
Naravane#COAS&All Ranks of
#IndianArmy congratulate
LieutenantGeneralManojPande
#VCOAS on being appointed as
the29thChief of theArmyStaff
#COAS of the #IndianArmy. Lt
GenManoj Pandewill assume
theappointmentof#COASon01
May2022.”
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Lt Gen Manoj Pande named new Army
chief, first from Corps of Engineers

Sri Lankanfishermensay Indiantrawlersdestroyingtheir
livelihood, currentcrisisprovideschancetoreset ties

Who runs cricket
in India? In many
cases, depends on
who your father is
Overa thirdof stateunitshavesons in
keyposts incricketadministration

GUJARATTOBENGALTODELHI

Toaddress
nationon
April21

Covid cases up,
UP & Haryana
make masks
must in dists
next to Delhi

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

WITH COVID-19 cases rising
again, the Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana governments on
Mondaymademasks manda-
toryinthedistrictssurrounding
Delhi. The Delhi Disaster
ManagementAuthority(DDMA)
is also likely to discuss the
mandatory use of masks in the
capital at its meeting on
Wednesday.
Delhi, UP and Haryana

scrapped the fine for notwear-
ingmasks in public in the first
weekofApril.
InUP,maskshavebeenmade

mandatory in Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Ghaziabad, Hapur,
Meerut, Bulandshahr and
Baghpat.Most of the newcases
reported in the state on Sunday
werefromtwoofthesedistricts.
While 76 new cases were re-
ported from Gautam Buddha
Nagar,33werefromGhaziabad,
7 from Lucknow, 2 each from
Meerut and Bulandshahr, and
one from Baghpat on Sunday.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Hewill take
chargeon
May1
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PM address
Ministry officials said the

Red Fort was chosen as the
venue for two reasons. “First, it
was the place from where
Mughal ruler Aurangzeb gave
ordersfortheexecutionofGuru
Tegh Bahadur in 1675. Second,
therampartsofRedFort is from
wherethePMaddressesthena-
tiononIndependenceDay,soit’s
anidealplacetoreachouttothe
peoplewithamessageof inter-
faithpeace,” saidanofficial.
In 2018,Modi had unfurled

the national flag andmade an
address from Red Fort tomark
the 75th anniversary of Subhas
ChandraBose’sAzadHindFauj.
Announcing the event on

Monday,Reddysaid:“GuruTegh
Bahadur stood up to the atroci-
ties of theMughals by protect-
ing the freedom of dharmic
faiths;hefoughtfortherightsof
SikhsandHindus.Despitebeing
physically tortured by the
Mughals for conversion, he
stood his ground and chose to
giveawayhislifeandnothisbe-
lief system... He fought against
forcible mass conversions of
Kashmiri Pandits and this left
theMughals livid.”
Gurdwara Sis Ganj Sahib in

ChandniChowkwasbuiltatthe
sitewherehewasbeheadedby
theMughals, while Gurdwara
RakabGanjSahibwasbuiltathis
cremationsite,theministersaid.
Reddy said Union Home

MinisterAmitShahwill kickoff
the event on April 20 evening,
which will be attended by 11
chief ministers and prominent
Sikh leaders from across the
country.Thefamiliesof400Sikh
jathedarshavealsobeeninvited,
includingthosefromtheGolden
TempleinAmritsar.Theinaugu-
ral programmewill include a
laser light show. Therewill also
be an exhibition on the life and
timesoftheSikhguruattheRed
Fort forecourt for two days. On
April21,afterhisaddress,thePM
willreleaseapostalstampanda
commemorative coin on the
Sikh guru, to be followed by a
langar.
The BJP has beenmaking a

concertedefforttowootheSikh
community even after the
party’s poor showing in the
Punjab elections, in which it
won only two seats. Just four
days after the results, Modi in-
vitedagroupof Sikh intellectu-
alsfromPunjabtohisofficialres-
idence.Thosewhoattendedthe
meetingcalleditanexchangeof
ideas with a PMwho seemed
opento their concerns.
OnApril 1, BJP sent itsunion

minister and Punjab in-charge
GajendraShekhawattoattenda
memorial function for SGPC
chief Gurcharan Singh Tohra at
hisancestralvillagenearPatiala
even asmost state leaders kept
away.Thepartyalsoencouraged
its Haryana unit to observe the
death anniversary of Bhagat
Singh with a slew of events
across the state. Earlier, in the
run-uptotheFebruarypolls,the
PM repealed the three con-
tentious farm laws on Guru
Nanak Jayanti onNovember 19
last year. The party also wel-
comed into its fold anumberof
Sikhs, including Tohra’s grand-
sonKanwarveerSingh.

--WITHENS,CHANDIGARH

New Army chief
He has been Vice Chief of

ArmyStaff sinceFebruary1this
year.AnalumnusoftheNational
DefenceAcademy,hewascom-
missioned in the Corps of
Engineers (BombaySappers) in
December1982.
According to the Army, he

waspartofOperationParakram,
the 2001-02 India-Pakistan
standoff in the wake of the
Parliament attack. The standoff
sawmassing of thousands of
troopsoneithersideof thebor-
derandalongtheLineofControl
in J&K.
“The General Officer has

commanded 117 Engineer

Regiment during Operation
Parakram in the sensitive
PallanwalaSectorof Jammuand
Kashmir, along the Line of
Control,” theArmysaid.
Pandey is a graduate of Staff

College, Camberley (United
Kingdom) and attended the
Higher Command (HC) and
NationalDefenceCollege(NDC)
courses.
In his 39 years of military

service, he has held important
and challenging command and
staff appointments in different
operational environments
which include command of an
engineers brigade in thewest-
ern theatre, as part of a strike
corps,aninfantrybrigadealong
theLoC in J&K,amountaindivi-
sion in the high altitude area of
western Ladakh and command
of a corps, deployed along the
LineofActualControl (LAC)and
in counter insurgency opera-
tionsareaofEasternCommand.

Khargone
one toldusanything.”
SP Rohit Keswani indicated

there were lapses on police’s
part. “Wewere told by the su-
pervisoroftheKapasMandithat
his guard, Kamal Salve, had
heard a group brutally beating
up aman there. The guard told
us that the men kept saying,
‘Maaro isko, maaro (Beat him
up)’, andhadrunawayonhear-
ing police sirens,” he told The
IndianExpress, adding that they
had been unable to find any
footage of the incident in CCTV
cameras.
After the post-mortem re-

portshowedKhanwashitonhis
headwithabluntobject, anFIR
was registered under murder
charges on April 14 at
Khargone’s Kotwali Police
Station.Around12hoursearlier,
Khan’s family had filed amiss-
ing person’s complaint at
Kotwali Police Station, having
beenunable toventureoutear-
lierduetocurfew.However,po-
lice failed to cross-check the
missing person’s report against
thebody theyhad found.
IkhlaksaidKhanwenttothe

mosque at 7.30 pm on April 10
and had not returned home.
They said his friends and their
relatives had no ideawhere he
was.
Khan’s family, including

mother Mumtaz, 65, his two
brothers and sister had then
gone out trying to find him on
their own, from street drains to
themorgue of the district hos-
pital in Khargone. Mumtaz
pleadedwithpeople:“Evenifhe
(Khan)isdead,pleasegiveushis
body sowecanburyhimprop-
erly.”
Keswanisaid itwasafterthe

mediawroteof theirplight that
policetooknoteandapproached
the family. Khan’s body was
identified early April 18morn-
ing, atMY hospital. Ikhlak said
onhearingaboutabodyhaving
arrived atMYHospital, he had
even searched the hospital
premises,includingthemorgue,
onApril16,buthitawall. Ikhlak
accusedpoliceofonlyactingaf-
ter they protested and threat-
ened to go to the media. The
family said Khanhad sustained
head injuries in a road accident
about three years ago, and had
been toldbydoctors tobe care-
ful.
Khan is survived byhiswife

andson.

Ashish Mishra
farmers killed in the incident,
who said they were not heard
whenthebailpleawastakenup
bytheHC.
The HC had “taken into ac-

countseveral irrelevantconsid-
erations,whilst simultaneously
ignoringjudicialprecedentsand
establishedparametersforgrant
ofbail”,exceededitsjurisdiction
by touching upon themerits of
thecase,“denied”the“victims...
afairandeffectivehearingatthe
time of granting bail” and
“showntearinghurry... inenter-

taining or granting bail,” the
benchsaid.
Writingforthebench,Justice

SuryaKant saidanamendment
to the Code of Criminal
Procedure (Amendment)Act in
2008 had “inserted the defini-
tionofa‘victim’underSection2
(wa)” and “statutorily recog-
nisedvarious rightsof suchvic-
tims at different stages of trial”.
These rights “are totally inde-
pendent, incomparable,andare
not accessory or auxiliary to
those of the State under the
CrPC. The presence of ‘State’ in
theproceedings,therefore,does
not tantamount to according a
hearing to a ‘victim’ of the
crime,” said thebench.
“A ‘victim’...has a legally

vestedrighttobeheardatevery
step post the occurrence of an
offence”and“hasunbridledpar-
ticipatory rights from the stage
of investigationtill theculmina-
tionoftheproceedingsinanap-
pealor revision,” it said.
Whenthevictimscomefor-

wardtoparticipateinacriminal
proceeding, they must be ac-
corded an opportunity of fair
and effective hearing, it said. “If
therighttofileanappealagainst
acquittal is not accompanied
withtheright tobeheardat the
time of deciding a bail applica-
tion, the same may result in
gravemiscarriage of justice,” it
said.
“Victimscertainlycannotbe

expected to be sitting on the
fence and watching the pro-
ceedings from afar, especially
whentheymayhavelegitimate
grievances. It isthesolemnduty
of a court to deliver justice be-
fore thememoryof an injustice
eclipses...Weareconstrainedto
express our disappointment
with themanner in which the
HC has failed to acknowledge
therightof thevictims,”saidthe
bench.
Stating that while deciding

bailpleas,courts“shouldrefrain
fromevaluatingorundertaking
a detailed assessment of evi-
dence”, the bench agreedwith
the petitioner’s argument that
theHC“hascompletelylostsight
of”thisprincipleand“insteadof
looking intoaspects suchas the
nature and gravity of the of-
fence; severity of the punish-
mentintheeventofconviction;
circumstanceswhich are pecu-
liar to the accused or victims;
likelihoodoftheaccusedfleeing;
likelihoodoftamperingwiththe
evidenceandwitnessesandthe
impactthathisreleasemayhave
on the trial and the society at
large....has adopted a myopic
view of the evidence on the
recordandproceededtodecide
thecaseonmerits”.
The court reiterated that an

FIR cannot be treated as an en-
cyclopaedia of events and said
that inthiscase, “whilethealle-
gations in the FIR, that the ac-
cused used his firearm and the
subsequent post-mortem and
injury reports may have some
limitedbearing,therewasnole-
gal necessity to give undue
weightage to the same.
Moreover, the observations on
merits of a case when the trial
has yet to commence, are likely
to have an impact on the out-
comeof the trialproceedings”.
Directing theHCtoconsider

the bail plea afresh, the SC said
this was necessary to allay the
fearof theaccusedthatnocourt
would consider his bail plea af-
ter it was cancelled by the SC.
“Noaccusedcanbesubjectedto
unending detention pending
trial, especially when the law
presumes him to be innocent
until proven guilty,” the bench
said.
OnOctober3lastyear,acon-

voy of three SUVs, including a
TharownedbyAjayMishra,ran
overagroupofprotestingfarm-
ers in Lakhimpur Kheri. Four
farmers and a journalist were
killed and several others were
injured. In theviolence that fol-
lowed, twoBJPworkersandthe
driver of the Thar vehicle were

killed.
OnFebruary10thisyear, the

LucknowbenchoftheAllahabad
HC granted bail to Ashish
Mishra, stating that while he
was accused of inciting the
drivertorunovertheprotesters,
the driver may have “tried to
speed up the vehicle to save
himself”. It said thedeathof the
driverandtwoothersinthevio-
lencethatfollowedcouldnotbe
overlooked.

Covid cases
These are also the districts

with the highest number of ac-
tivecases.Ofthe695activecases
in Uttar Pradesh, Gautam
Buddha Nagar has 280,
Ghaziabad 113, Lucknow 41,
Meerut 11, Bulandshahr 5, and
Baghpat2.
In Haryana, HealthMinister

AnilVijsaidmaskswillbemade
mandatory in Gurgaon,
Faridabad,SonipatandJhajjar.Of
the 238 new cases reported in
the state onMonday, 198were
from Gurgaon and 22 from
Faridabad; more than half the
districtsinthestatereportedno
newcase.
Sources said genome se-

quencing of the samples tested
inUPshowedtheOmicronvari-
ant, which drove the surge in
January. According to sources,
the XE variant (a recombinant
variant of Omicron’s sub line-
agesBA.1andBA.2)hasn’tbeen
detected. The samples of new
casesinHaryanahavebeensent
for genome sequencing in
Rohtak.
InDelhi, thenumberof new

casesremainedover500fortwo
days in a row, with 501 new
cases reported onMonday. The
cityhasbeenseeingan increas-
ing positivity rate as well -- it
was 7.72% on Monday. This
could be due to a sharp drop in
the number of tests after the
Januarywave,with only symp-
tomatic people getting tested.
The city hasn’t reported an in-
crease inhospitalisationsyet.

Inflation
the hands of the producers. So,
whatwillhappenisthatcostpush
increasesshowingupintheWPI
will influencethe financial crisis.
In thepast, becausewehad this
verylargeMSMEsector,itwasthe
otherway around,” Pronab Sen,
formerChief Statisticianof India,
said.“GiventhattheMSMEshave
been decimated, the pricing
powertodayhasshifted.Thekind
of patterns one talks about the
WPIconvergenceto theCPImay
notwork;itmayinfactbetheCPI
convergencetotheWPI,”Sensaid.
Thegrossnon-performingas-

sets (NPAs) ofMSMEs, or loans
defaulted by these enterprises,
rose by Rs 20,000 crore to Rs
1,65,732 crore as of September
2021 fromRs 1,45,673 crore in
September 2020. The Covid-19
impactonMSMEshasplayedout
in twoways: One, in the FMCG
space, thewiping out of many
small firms handed increased
pricingpowertolargermanufac-
turers, and this resulted inprice
increasesdespite fallingproduct
volumes. TheDecemberquarter
earnings of FMCG companies
pointedtothistrendinruralmar-
ketsfirst:marginalorbetter-than-
urbansalesgrowthwasvisiblein
value terms,butamid fallingde-
mandaswasevidentinthinning
volumes.
Two,inindustrialsectorssuch

asautomobilesthatwerealready
facing increased commodity
prices, reduction in thenumber
ofMSME suppliers handed the
ability of commanding higher
prices to the remaining compo-
nentmakers, translatingintoris-
inginputcostsfororiginalequip-
ment manufacturers. India’s
largest carmakerMaruti Suzuki
India Ltd raised the prices of its
productsfourtimesin2021-22–
comparedtojustoneortwoprice
hikes every year.Monday, it an-
nouncedanotherpricehike, the
first in 2022-23, acrossmodels.
Other carmakers toohavehiked

pricesmultipletimes.
Sen also alluded to the fact

that thegrowingGSTcollections
wereanindicatorofgrowthinthe
segmentoftheeconomythatcol-
lectsthetax.“It’spartofthesame
story.Basically,whattheGSTcol-
lectionsaretellingyouisthatthe
componentof theeconomythat
we’repayingGST tohasgrown,”
hesaid.
The minutes of the RBI’s

Monetary Policy Committee
meetingheld duringDecember
2-4, 2020, had noted the anec-
dotalevidenceofrisingprofitsand
profitmargins,improvingcapac-
ityutilisationandlackofnewca-
pacityadditionscreatingripecon-
ditionsfortheoligopolisticcoreto
start exercising pricing power.
“Anecdotal evidence suggests
that in several sectorswhich are
characterisedbyanoligopolistic
coreandacompetitiveperiphery,
theoligopolistic corehasweath-
ered thepandemicwell and it is
the competitive periphery that
has beendebilitated... These are
alsotheenterprisesthatareben-
efiting fromborrowing at rates
belowthepolicycorridorthrough
commercial paper issuance,”
Jayanth R. Varma, Professor,
Indian InstituteofManagement,
Ahmedabadhadsaidtheninthe
MPCmeeting.
Betweenthewholesaleprice

andtheretailprice,thedifference
essentially is that the former
tracksonlybasicpricesdevoidof
transportationcost,taxesandthe
retailmargin, etc. And thatWPI
pertains toonly goods, not serv-
ices.So,theWPIbasicallycaptures
theaveragemovementofwhole-
salepricesofgoodsandisprima-
rilyusedasaGDPdeflator(thera-
tio of the value of goods an
economyproducesinaparticular
year at current prices to that of
prices that prevailed during the
baseyear).Despitethis,theWPI-
inflationfarexceedingtheCPI-in-
flationservesasasignal forretail
prices to rise further going for-
ward.OfficialsattheReserveBank
of Indiahadpointed toevidence
thatsuggestedWPI-inflationcol-
lapsingtowardstheCPI-inflation
ratherthantheotherwayaround.
Relyingonthis,theyhadindicated
thatwholesale inflationwould
tendtoeaseandconvergeintoCPI
inflationwithpassageof time.
“Tillsometime,theproducers

will absorb it butwhen it starts
hitting their bottom line, then
theywillstartpassingon.Ifprices
continue to rise at retail level, it
may start hittingdemandgoing
ahead,” Devendra Pant, Chief
Economist,IndiaRatingssaid.Itis
not necessary thatWPIwill in-
crease first and thenCPI or vice
versa; itmayhappensimultane-
ously.“WPIisrisingduetohigher
prices of inputs and rawmateri-
als. Higher final prices in some
waymay influenceprices at the
firstproducerlevel,”hesaid.
Going ahead, retail inflation

maynot cool down, prompting
theRBItointroducemoreliquid-
ity curbing measures. “The
month-on-monthdecline in the
food and beverages index in
March2022,waspredominantly
led by vegetables, eggs and tea,
whereasmanyother items saw
moderate increases.We remain
concerned that even a normal
monsoonmaynotbeenough to
douse the retail prices of those
itemsthatarepushingupfoodin-
flation, such as edible oils,” Aditi
Nayar,ChiefEconomistatratings
agencyICRAsaid.
ICRAexpectsWPIinflationto

remainintherangeof13.5-15per
centinApril,partlydependingon
wherecrudeoilpricessettleinthe
remainderofthemonthandhow
muchpetrolanddieselpricesare
revisedfurther.“Thebroad-based
natureoftheriseintheWPIinfla-
tion is likely to be of particular
concern to the MPC. We see a
growing probability of the first
repohikebeingpreponedtoJune
2022,”Nayarsaid.
Inflationon the inputs side is

beingpassedonbymanufactur-
ers to the output prices. “As the
margins of themanufacturers

havebeenunderpressuredueto
risinginputcosts,transportation,
andlogistics, theyarepassingon
these into their output prices
leadingtohigherinflationinman-
ufacturedproducts.Thehigherin-
putcosts,especiallyofrawmate-
rials, have aggravateddue to the
Russia-Ukraine conflict. As the
conflictdoesnotseemtobecom-
ingtoanendsoon,theheadwinds
arisingoutofthedisruptioninthe
globalsupplychaincoupledwith
uncertaintywill continue toput
pressureondomesticwholesale
inflation,” Sunil Kumar Sinha,
PrincipalEconomist,IndiaRatings
andResearch,said.

Cricket
■AVISHEKDALMIYA:Cricket
AssociationofBengal(CAB)pres-
ident; Father: Late Jagmohan
Dalmiya, former CAB, BCCI, ICC
president.
■ SOURAV GANGULY: BCCI
president; Brother Snehasish
GangulyisHonorarySecretaryof
theCricketAssociationofBengal;
uncle Debasish Ganguly is the
treasurer.Gangulyheldtheposts
ofsecretaryandpresidentatCAB
beforehiselevationtotheBCCI.
■ ROHAN JAITLEY: Delhi &
DistrictCricketAssociationpres-
ident; Father: Late Arun Jaitley,
former DDCA president, IPL
GoverningCouncilmember.
■ ADWAIT MANOHAR:
Vidarbha Cricket Association
(VCA) president; Father:
ShashankManohar, formerVCA,
BCCI, ICCpresident.
■ SANJAY BEHERA: Odisha
CricketAssociation (OCA) secre-
tary;Father:AshirbadBehera,for-
merOCAsecretary.
■ MAHIM VERMA: Cricket
AssociationofUttarakhand(CAU)
secretary: Father: PCVerma, for-
merCAUsecretary.
■NIDHIPATI SINGHANIA, JK
GROUP:UPCricketAssociation
(UPCA) president; Uncle: Late
YadupatiSinghania,formerUPCA
president.
■VIPULPHADKE:GoaCricket
Association (GCA) secretary;
Father: Vinod Phadke, former
GCAsecretary.
■ KECHANGULIE RIO:
Nagaland Cricket Association
(NCA)president;Father:Neiphiu
Rio, former NCA president &
NagalandChiefMinister.
On paper, the road to these

posts is via an election in each
unit. But that’s just on paper. In
practice, thetransferofpowerto
thenext generation is “smooth”
since theveteranadministrators
(read fathers) have formed tight
coteriesaroundthem.
Foryears, theydecidedonall

key appointments in their units
so they influence voters in dis-
tricts, clubs or individualmem-
bers. “Most unitswere run like
privateclubs,itwastoughforany
outsiderstogetin,”saysaveteran
BCCIhand.
When sons and relatives of

powerful politicians entered the
fray, sometimes theolddynasty
had tomakeway. For example,
Rajasthan’s Congress CMAshok
Gehlot’s sonVaibhavGehlot is in
chargeofcricketinthestate.
InMP, dynasty and political

power in cricketmanagement
run parallel. According to
PrasanthMehta,presidentof the
Gwalior Division,
Mahanaaryaman’sappointment
hadJyotiraditya’sapproval.
“TheHouseelects thepresi-

dent,andthepresidentisautho-
rised to appoint themanaging
committee. JyotiradityaScindia
waselectedpresident(Gwalior)
but he declined and then he
gave it (post) to me. Then he
madethemanagingcommittee
with Mahanaaryaman as the
vice-president. Jyotiraditya is
patron of the Gwalior Division
and president of the Chambal
Division,”MehtatoldTheIndian
Express.
Jay Shah was the Gujarat

CricketAssociationjointsecretary
beforehebecameBCCIsecretary.
HisfatherwasGCApresident.
SaurashtraCricketAssociation

(SCA) has former Ranji captain

JaydevShahasthepresident.His
fatherNiranjanShahwasanSCA
secretary for four decades and
heldthesamepostintheBCCI.
When contacted, Niranjan

Shahdefendedpassingthebaton
withinthefamily.“Whocanstop
anyone from standing for elec-
tions?If apersonisacapablead-
ministrator andhas love for the
gamedoesitmatterif theperson
is related to a former official? I
have been retired because of
LodhaCommitteerules.Butanin-
stitutionthathasbeenbuiltover
the years shouldnot go into the
wrong hands.My son is a first-
classcricketer,hashisowniden-
tity and wants to promote
cricket,”NiranjanShahsaid.

In Jaffna waters
2021, it was for a different rea-
son.
Last year, days before Sri

Lanka unilaterally cancelled an
agreementwithIndiaandJapan
to develop the east container
terminal at Colombo Port, it
awarded a $12-mn renewable
energy project on Delft,
Nainatheevu and Analatheevu
to a Chinese company called
Sinosoar-Etechwin.
Thecontractwasforjointde-

velopment of the solar farm
with state-owned Ceylon
ElectricityBoard,underthegov-
ernment’sSupportingElectricity
SupplyReliabilityImprovement
Project. Itwastobefundedwith
a loan from the Asian
DevelopmentBank.
Indialodgedastrongprotest,

flagging its security concerns
over theproject, as the location
is close to the Indian coastline.
Of the three islands, Delft is the
closest toTamilNadu.
Delhioffereditsownproject,

with a 75 per cent grant of the
project cost. Colombo froze the
agreementwiththeChinese,but
did not respond to India either.
Through the year, China and
Indiacontinuedtopushfortheir
respectiveprojects.
On December 3, a day after

Sri Lanka’s former Finance
Minister Basil Rajapaksa con-
cluded his visit to Delhi where
he discussed financial assis-
tance,China’sambassadortoSri
LankaQiZhenhongtweetedthat
“security concerns” of a “third
party” had led to “suspension”
of theChineseproject inthethe
threeislandsoff Jaffna,announc-
ingaswellthatSinosoarwasset-
ting up a solar-diesel power
plant in theMaldives.
Colombohadfinallyblinked.
“We originally intended to

carry out this project under a
loan from an international fi-
nancial institution, and a
Chinese firm was selected
through the standard bidding
process, but the Indiangovern-
menthasoffereda75%grantfor
thispurpose.Therefore,wehave
cancelled the contract for the
time being,” Duminda
Dissanayake, thenMinister of
State in charge of Solar Power,
Wind, and Hydro Power
Generation Projects
Development, told Sri Lankan
media inDecember2021.
InMarch,IndiaandSriLanka

finally signed “anMoU for the
implementation of a hybrid re-
newable energy project on the
three islands”.
Delft, named by Sri Lanka’s

Dutchcolonialrulersafteracity
of the samename inHolland, is
a flat, nearly elliptical piece of
land,mostlybarren,withhardly
anyriseover thewatersaround
it. During the civil war, many
people here fled to India.
Drinking water as well as fuel
have to be transported from
Jaffna.Afewcurioustouristsvisit
to see Delft ponies, a strain of
wild horses from the horses of
theDutchrulers.
Regeeswaran has not heard

of either the Chinese or the
Indian renewable energy proj-
ect.His only concern is the “de-
struction” of his livelihood by
Indian fishermen.
“Each net costs Rs 30,000.

Each of us lays out several nets
in thewater at night.When the
Indian trawlers sail in, they
sweep away our nets, and the
next morning, we can’t find
them. An entire day goes just
looking for the missing nets.
That’s another Rs 10,000 in
dieselcostandawastedday,”he
said.
Ahilan Kadirgamar, who

teaches economics at Jaffna
University,saidIndiamustsolve
the fisheries issue, and theonly
waytodothis istobantrawlers.
“Once you do that, fishermen
can’t come this far from the
TamilNaducoast,”hesaid.
Kadirgamar said Sri Lanka’s

economic crisis has given India
“anewopportunity” to reset its
image in Sri Lanka, and its ties
with the people of the country,
especially in thenorth. “Solving
the fisheries issue is crucial.
PeoplewillrememberIndiawell
if it helps to rebuild livelihoods,
and engages in broader pro-
grammes to address self-suffi-
ciency,”hesaid.

Yogi
crackdownon illegal slaughter.
Next on the government

agendawillbeestablishingbio-
gasplants,utilisingcowdungto
eventuallymake CNG,working
towards a public private part-
nership. Cow dung for this will
be purchased from farmers.
Modi had promised farmers a
systemwhere cows that have
stopped givingmilk (which are
abandoned by farmers) would
yieldincomethroughgobar,and
said this would be so lucrative
thatpeoplewouldgooutoftheir
way toadopt straycattle.
The state government will

also identify 65,000hectares of
landkeptforgrazinginrevenue
recordswhichwillbededicated
tomaking fodder.
Officials said the ideawas to

tackle the stray cattle problem
insuchawaythat it is “self-suf-
ficient”and“financiallyviable”.
Forcowsanctuaries,thegov-

ernmenthasaskeddistrictmag-
istrates to identifyavailable for-
est areas with a provision for
water bodies under their juris-
dictions.
Indramani, Director, Animal

Husbandry, Uttar Pradesh, said
they would rope in the
Departments of Urban
Development and Panchayati
Raj.“Theideaistohaveasmuch
land as possiblewhere there is
availabilityof forests.Wecande-
velopwater sources if required,
alongwith oversee fencing and
arrangementforstoringfodder.”
On utilisation of cow dung,

Indramanisaid:“Someunitsare
alreadyworkingonthis, likethe
oneinKanpur.Agobargasplant
has been established in
Varanasi.”
Astraycattle surveydone in

2019 put their number in the
state at about 11.84 lakh. The
stategovernmentclaimstohave
provided shelter to about 9.30
lakh stray cattle over the past
five years. However, most of
thesesheltersare temporary. In
2018-19, the government first
announcedmegacowshelters–
startingwith75andgoingupto
213–withtheestimatedexpen-
diture of about Rs 1.20 crore
each.Sourcessaidworkonover
50 such shelters is already un-
derway and funds are likely to
be increased.
In its first tenure, the

Adityanth government had in-
troducedaschemetoprovideRs
30perstraycattleperday to in-
dividualswilling to keep them,
divert 3% cess from Mandi
Parishad, and impose a toll tax
on cows, to stop people from
abandoningcattle.
However, considering the

large scale of the problem and
funds required to tackle it, the
governmenthasshifteditsfocus
tosettingupa financiallyviable
model, preferably before the
2024LokSabhapolls.
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unprecedentedeconomiccrisis.
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PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,APRIL 18

A FOUR-YEAR-OLD boy died af-
ter he allegedly came under his
school’s minibus while being
dropped off in Gurgaon on
Mondayafternoon, saidpolice.
Thevictimhasbeenidentified

as Sidharth, a resident of
Shikohpur, Sector 78. He was
studying in LKG in a private pre-
schoolinKherkiDaula,hisfamily
said.According topolice, the in-
cident took place around 1.30
pmwhenthebuswasdropping
off school children at their re-
spectivehouses. Police said that
after the boy deboarded the
minibusnearhis house, thebus
driver allegedly drove the vehi-
cle away and the boy fell and
cameunderoneof thewheels.
The deceased’s father,

Gulshan Singh, who has a free-
lancephotographybusiness,said
hisfamilymembersheardaloud
shriekandquicklyrushedoutof
theirhouse tocheck.
“It appears thathe cameun-

der the tyres of the bus. He suf-
fered several injuries — on his
stomach, arms and legs. We

rushedhim to a private hospital
inCivilLinesaround2pm,buthe
did not get proper treatment
thereandalotofcrucialtimewas
lost. Hewas talking tome at the
time and mentioned that he
wanted to go home. An ambu-
lance arrived two hours late to
takehimtoanotherhospitaland
he succumbed to injuries,” said
Singh.He alleged negligence on
partoftheschoolauthoritiesand
thedriver.“Nohelperorconduc-
tor was present on the bus,
which should be mandatory.
There is alwaysapossibilityof a
mishapwhile boarding and de-
boarding, especially for young

children.Itshouldbetherespon-
sibility of the school to ensure
the safety of children. A helper
should help children get off the
bus and hand them over to the
custody of parents. At 9.30 am
daily,eithermywifeorIensured
that he got safely onto the bus.
He was my only son. I do not
knowwhat tosay,”hesaid.
Singhsaidhehadenrolledhis

soninLKGintheschoolonApril5.
“AfterCovid,Iputmytwodaugh-
ters—studyinginclass4and6—
in a government school. Earlier,
theywere studying in the same
school asmy son. The previous
driverusedtodropthemoffsafely
tillourhouse,”headded.
RajenderSingh,stationhouse

officer, Kherki Daula police sta-
tion,said,“Theboytravelleddaily
toschoolintheminibus.Aprobe
has found that around 1.30 pm,
afterhegotoff thebus,thedriver
drove the vehicle away, and the
boy came under it. He was
rushed to a hospital, where he
diedaround5pm.Thefamilyhas
filed a police complaint alleging
negligence on part of school
managementandbusdriver.We
areregisteringanFIRunderrele-
vant IPCsections.”

AutosparkedatRamlilagroundasdriverswentonstrikeon
Monday.AbhinavSaha

Auto, taxi drivers
withdraw strike,
those with cab
aggregators continue

Dropped off by school
bus, 4-yr-old run over

Four-year-oldSidharth

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

FOLLOWINGTHEinconvenience
facedbycommutersondayone
of their ‘chakka jam’, autorick-
shaw and taxi drivers’ unions
havedecided towithdraw their
indefinite strike scheduled on
Tuesday.Theunionsareprotest-
ingoverthehikeinCNGandfuel
pricesandhavedemandedrevi-
sion of fares. However, drivers
whoworkwith app-based cab
aggregators said theywill con-
tinue their protest till their de-
mandsaremet.
DemandingasubsidyonCNG

andrevisionoffares,severalauto
andtaxiunions,aswellasgramin
seva andmetro feeder bus serv-
ices, had announced a two-day
'chakkajam'fromMonday.
“Ourprotestwasagainst the

central and state government
over the CNG price hike and it
willcontinue.Butwedon’twant
to cause inconvenience to the
public.Ourinitialplanwastohold
an indefinite strike for twodays
(April18,19).ButonMonday,we
sawmany students, elderly per-
sons and parents waiting for
hoursatISBTs,railwaystationand
the airport for cabs and taxis.
Parents and school children also
faced similar issues. So, we de-
cided to suspend andwithdraw
the protest for now,” said
Rajendra Soni, president, Delhi
AutorickshawSangh.
There are around 90,000-

95,000 autorickshaws and over
80,000taxisregisteredwiththe
Delhi transport department. As
per the driver’s unions, only 3-
5% autos and taxis were plying
ontheroadsforemergencyserv-
ices.“...Weareexpectingameet-
ingwiththecentralgovernment
in thecomingdays. If theydon’t
meet us, wewill go on a strike
again,” saidSoni.
Sanjay Samrat, president,

Delhi Taxi Tourist and
TransportationAssociation,said,
“All tourist taxis and buses did
notruntoday.Wecametoknow
that many people were
stranded.ButneithertheCentre
northestateisconcernedabout
the inconvenience being faced
by the public. So... tourist taxis
and buses have decided to sus-
pend the protest planned on
April 19andreturn towork.”
Meanwhile,cabdriverswork-

ingwithapp-basedcabaggrega-
tors said theywill continue their
protesttillthegovernmentfulfils
theirdemands.“Taxifarewaslast
revisedin2013,butpriceofCNG
has increased numerous times
overthisperiod,”saidSunita,who
workswithacabaggregator.
Due to the protest on

Monday, thosebookingataxior
anautothroughcabaggregators
sawasteepincreaseinfares.For
instance,anautofromLaxmibai
Nagar, INA, to Udyog Bhawan,
which usually costs around Rs
60-75, was hiked to around Rs
100. A similar distance by cab,
which isusuallyRs100-110, in-
creasedtoRs150.VandanaGarg,
who lives in RK Puram, said, “I
usually takeanauto toofficebut
driversnearmyhousedemanded
Rs100foradistanceofjust3km.”
Thekeydemandsofprotest-

ing drivers are revision of taxi
faresbyRs30forACandbyRs25
for non-AC taxis per km; ex-
emptingtaxisregisteredinDelhi
fromMCDtolltax;launchingthe
Delhi City Taxi Policy 2017 as
suggested by the apex court;
subsidy of Rs 35 per kg on CNG
price; and ending cab aggrega-
tors systems and bringing all
taxis and cabs under one head
managed by Delhi government
withfixedpricesandbenefitsfor
drivers. CNG priceswere hiked
by Rs 2.5, and the current price
inDelhi is Rs 71.61per kg. It has
beenhikedthriceinApriland11
timessinceMarch7.

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

THE DELHI Development
Authority’s (DDA) draw of lots
for its Special Housing Scheme
2021 saw less than one-third
takerswithonly5,227of18,335
flatsbeingallottedtoapplicants.
Theland-owningagencysaid

9,790 flatswere put in the final
draw and 5,227 flats have been
allotted. The DDA said that ini-
tially, it had placed 18,335 flats
locatedin28localitiesunderthe
scheme.However, itwentahead
with 9,790 flats for the draw in
responsetoitgettingonly12,387
applicants who deposited the
requisite registration fee.
“Amongtheapplicants,most

gavepreferenceforcertainlocal-

ities like Vasant Kunj, Jasola,
Dwarka but the preferences for
Narela sub-city was not as per
expectations,”saidaseniorDDA
official.
Thepreferencesof theappli-

cants for LIG flats at Sector G7
andEWSflatsatSectorA1toA4
inNarelawasjust687and2,234
respectively, against the 6,546
and 5,033 flats being offered in
these two localities,hesaid.
“Therefore, itwasdecidedto

put only 687 and 2,346 flats of
thelocalities inthefinaldrawso
astoavoidthepossibilityofscat-
teredallotmentof flats toappli-
cantsamongvariousblocksand
towersintheselocalities.Hence,
9,790 flatswere only put in the
final draw and 5,227 flats have
beenallottedtosuccessfulappli-
cants,” said theDDA.

Less than one-third
DDA flats allotted

New Delhi



ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

EVEN AS the number of Covid
casescontinuestoincreaseinthe
capital, doctors said most pa-
tientsarecomingtothehospital
with fever, cough, sore throat,
andbodyache.Almosteveryone
is recoveringwithin three-five
days of getting the symptoms,
theysaid.
“I don’t think this is a sepa-

ratewave. Thenumbers are go-
ing up because people aren’t
masking anymore; thiswas ex-
pected. The symptoms that we
are currently seeing in patients
are similar towhatwas seen in
thesurgeinJanuary—fever,sore
throat, cough, headache and
bodyache—andtheyaregetting
betterintwoorthreedays,”said
Dr Rajesh Chawla, senior con-
sultant of respiratorymedicine
at IndraprasthaApollohospital.

DrAtulGogia,seniorconsult-
ant of internal medicine at Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital, also re-
ported the same: “The number
of cases is definitely increasing,

but so far most of them have
been mild. It is mostly fever,
cough,cold,andsorethroat.The
onlyworry is if a large number
ofpeoplegetinfected,thenthere
will be some — the old or co-
morbid —whowill land up in
hospitals.Wewillbeable toun-
derstand the trajectory a little
better in thenext10-15days.”
DrGogiaadded,“Withpeople

doingawaywithmasksandsev-
eralweddings taking place, it is
conduciveforthevirustospread.”
The number of cases re-

mainedover500fortwodaysin
a row, with 501 cases reported
inMonday'shealthbulletin.The
positivity rate — proportion of
samples that return positive —
shotupto7.72%.Covid-19issaid
to be under control when the
positivity rate, which is indica-
tive of the spread of the infec-
tion inanarea, remainsat5%or
less. There were 517 cases
recordedonSundaywithapos-

itivityrateof4.21%.Thepositiv-
ityratehadcrossedthe5%mark
onSaturday.
Hospital admissions, how-

ever,remainlow.“Thereareonly
fourpatientswithCovidadmit-
ted to the hospital at present,”
said Dr Suresh Kumar, medical
director of Lok Nayak Hospital,
which is Delhi’s biggest treat-
ment facility for the viral infec-
tion. Amonth ago, the hospital
had reported zero admitted
Covid-19 patients for the first
time since cases were first re-
ported in the capital in March
2020. Since then, the hospital
hasbeen reporting two to three
admittedpatientsata time.
At AIIMS, only three Covid

patients are admitted. “The
numberofhospitalisationscon-
tinues to remain low. Even
among those admitted, there is
hardly anyonewho needs oxy-
gen or ventilator support,” said
adoctor fromthehospital.
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MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

ADAY after arresting 20 people
andapprehendingthreeminors
in connectionwith communal
riotsatJahangirpuri,policemade
a fresh arrest— that of 28-year-
old Imam alias Sonu, whowas
seen in a video purportedly fir-
ing a gun during the violence.
Police said they had identified
himfromthevideobeingcircu-
latedonsocialmedia.“Actingon
an input, he was apprehended
bySpecialStaffofNorthwestdis-
trict fromMangal Bazaar road
andasophisticatedpistolwasre-
covered from his possession,”
police said.
As police went to arrest

him, a fresh incident of stone-
pelting was reported from
Jahangirpuri,policesaid.Stones
andbrickswere thrown froma
roof, close to the site of
Saturday’s clash, and thePolice
andRapidActionForceofficials
blocked the area.
DCP (Northwest) Usha

Rangnanisaid:“Avideowasbe-
ingcirculatedonSundayonso-
cial media showing a man in
blue kurta opening fire during
the riot in Jahangirpuri area on
April 16. A police team from
Northwest district had gone to
his house... to look for him and
toquestionhisfamilymembers.
Thefamilymemberspeltedtwo
stones on them in retaliation.
One of the stones hit inspector
Satender Khari, who was de-
ployednearKushalChowk,and
he sustained an injury to his
rightankle.Legalactionisbeing
taken. A case has been regis-
tered. Awoman has joined the
investigation.”
Thestoneswerethrownnear

the entry of the narrow lane in
which the family’s home is lo-
cated. Following this, security
personnelinriotgearsealeden-
try into the lane and sealed the
mainroadwithbarricades.

Action against shobha
yatra organisers
The Delhi Police also regis-

teredanFIRagainstorganisersof
the shobha yatra for allegedly

not seeking permission. DCP
Rangnanisaid:“AcaseunderIPC
Section188hasbeen registered
against organisers for carrying
outaprocessionon theevening
of April 16 in Jahangirpuri area
withoutanypermission.Oneac-
cused person has joined the in-
vestigation. Further investiga-
tionisinprogress.Theothertwo
processionswhichwerecarried
outinmorningandafternoonon
April16inJahangirpuriareahad
duepermission.”
The organisers, which in-

clude the Delhi unit of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
BajrangDal,claimedtheyhadre-
ceivedpermission.VHPnational
spokespersonVinodBansalsaid
theywill go to the court against
police for “framing” theirwork-
ers.“Weneverorganiseanyrally
without permission. This time
too,wegotpermissionfromthe
Delhi Police. Someone should
ask themwhy theymade secu-
rity arrangements for our
shobha yatra if we did not have
permission...”
The Indian Express accessed

two letters submitted by the
VHP’sDelhibranch(Mukherjee
Nagar district) on April 14 to
Jahangirpuri and Mahendra
Park police stations, both of
which had a police stamp. The
letters, which sought security
andtrafficmanagementduring
the shobha yatra to mark
Hanuman Jayanti, were un-
signedbutmentionedthename
of Braham Prakash, co-depart-
ment secretary.
Prakash said, “... I didnot ap-

ply for permission... another
partyworker,PremSharma,did.
Butwedidhaveproperpermis-
sion for the procession.” Prem
Sharma said, “We received per-
mission fromDelhi Police from
twopolice stations.”
On claims by the organisers

that they received permission,
the Delhi Police spokesperson
declinedtocommentandsaida
statement has already been is-
sued in this regard.
This is the second FIR filed

sincetheviolence.AnearlierFIR
was registered at Jahangirpuri
policestationinconnectionwith
thecommunalflare-upbetween
twocommunities.

JAHANGIRPURIVIOLENCE

Securitydeploymentremainedheavytwodayafter theclashesat Jahangirpuri.PraveenKhanna

Gunmanseen in video held; FIR against yatra organisers

Covid cases up as many have abandoned
masks, but symptoms mild, say doctors

Stephen’s insistent on interviews
for all candidates, says DU V-C
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TWO DAYS after communal
clashes in Jahangirpuri, thearea
continued to wear a deserted
look with shutters of almost
everyshopdowninandaround
Kushal Chowk on Monday.
Security deployment remained
heavy.
Apart from one incident of

stonesbeingthrownatpolice in
the afternoon, an uneasy calm
andsilenceprevailedinthearea.
AlthoughKushalChowkandthe
roadsarounditareahubofmo-
bile repair stores, Purushottam
Kumar’sstorelocatedinGblock,
closetothechowk,wastheonly
one which had opened on
Monday.However, asof 2pm, it
hadnot seenasinglecustomer.
“Today is the first day I’m

opening the store after the vio-
lence. I thoughtthingsmightgo
back to normal since there has
notbeenanymoreviolence,but
it doesn’t seem to be that way.
Wewill also closedownandgo
inabit. Idon’tthinktherecanbe
anybusinesstillall this isgone,”
he said, gesturing towards the
tentswithpolicepersonneland
the barricades in all directions
of the chowk. He is not a resi-
dent of the area and had come
from his home in Bhalswa to
openhis store.
On the other side of the

chowk, in C block, Roshan
Begum and her two sons have
not opened theirmobile repair
store since Saturday. Residents
of H block, they only raised the
shuttersoftheirshopfor15min-
utesonMondayafternoontoen-
able police to check their CCTV
camera.
“Whowill even come to the

store when it’s like this? First

there was Covid and now
during Ramzan, there’s ‘Hindu-
Muslim’.Wehavejustbeenstay-
ingawayallthesedays,”shesaid.
Theonlybuildingwithactiv-

ity was the large red brick gov-
ernment school located right at
the chowk, where senior stu-
dentswerewritingexamsinthe
early afternoon. At 3.30 pm,
youngerboysstartedstreaming
in for their classes.
While the boys wrote their

exams,asmallgroupofmothers
waited outside in the scorching
heat, not confident of leaving
themthere.
AnitaDevihadbeenwaiting

since 1 pm, even though her
son’s examwould only get over
at 4 pm. He is in Class XI.
“Saturday was very scary be-
cause theywere in school till 5
pm. He calledmewhen hewas
leaving saying that therewas a
lot of crowding and noise.
Thankfully they got out in the
oppositedirectionandwereout
of school in time. He has his
exam today and Iwant to place
hisstudiesfirstbutIalsowantto

be here in case something goes
wrong, I feel scared,” she said.
Standing with her was Saira
Begum, whowas waiting out-
sidewhile her son, also in class
IX,wrotehisexam.
Hemant, a class IX student

who lives in a slum behind the
school, said that he was not
scared of going to school:
“There’s nothing to be afraid of,
all my friends have also come,
andweareHindusandMuslims.
Wewill just gobackhomeafter
school isover.”
Radha, who had come to

dropoffher10-year-oldson,said
she had spent a long time on
Sunday night thinking about
whether she should send her
children to school onMonday.
Herdaughter, inclass IX,hadal-
ready been to school in the
morning, andher son,who is in
classXII,waswritinganexamin-
side.“I thoughttheyhavelostso
muchoftheirstudiesbecauseof
Covidandcasesarerisingagain...
now there’s the clash.We can’t
ruin our children’s future like
this,” shesaid.
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TWODAYS after clashes broke
out during a shobha yatra
to mark Hanuman Jayanti in
Jahangirpuri, Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
denied claims that there had
beenanattempttohoistsaffron
flags at a local mosque. Calling
the claims which have been
echoedbysomelocals“nottrue”,
Asthana said aminor argument
hadspiralled intoviolence.
Asthanasaid23peoplehave

beenapprehendedsofarincon-
nection with the violence and
theinvestigationhasbeentrans-
ferred to the Crime Branch.
“Threefirearmsandfiveswords
werealso recovered,”hesaid.
Sourcessaidaspecialinvesti-

gation team (SIT) has been
formed and they will probe,
amongother things, claimsthat
the neighbourhood harbours
“Bangladeshi immigrants”. This
comes after several BJP leaders
allegedthattheviolencestarted
becauseoftheinvolvementof il-
legalimmigrants.“Duringinves-
tigation, the SIT has scanned
documents of arrestedpersons,
but they have not found any-
thingtosuggestthissofar.Their

call recordsandbankdetailsare
being checked to find if they
have links to any illegal outfit,”
saidaseniorofficer.
Asthana also said actionwill

be takenwithout bias: “Wewill
take action on anyone against
whomevidence of involvement
isfound—irrespectiveofreligion,
creed, caste and community. I
havemadeitveryclearthatwho-
ever is involved in the incident
will have to face thecourtof law
andwewillbringthemtojustice.”
Askedwhether therewould

beactionagainst theorganisers
of the yatra and if the violence
was premeditated, he said a
probewasunderway.
On questions being raised

overthefairnessof investigation
and claims that a key accused

may have political affiliations,
Asthanasaid: “It (theprobe)has
tobeprofessionalandwewilldo
a professional investigation.
Socialmediaanddigitalevidence
will be collected. Those who
werephysicallyandvirtuallypart
of thecrimewillbebooked.”
InformingthattheHanuman

Jayanti processionwas passing
through a traditional route,
Asthana said, “It was the third
processionandtwoprocessions
had already crossed the area
peacefully thatday.”
TheCrimeBranchSIThasfive

assistant commissioners of po-
liceand10inspectors.“TwoACPs
havebeenaskedtoprobethecy-
ber aspect, while another ACP
has been asked to analyse call
details record of the arrested
persons, and one ACP has been
asked tousea facial recognition
system(FRS)forassistancewith
the INNEFUteam,” saida senior
policeofficer.
“Officers have also been

askedtocheckcall logsfromthe
police control room (PCR) and
meet all callers to record their
statements,” anofficer said.
Asthana said of the people

arrestedinthecasesofar,atleast
eight have a criminal record,
withsomebeingarrested in the
pastonchargesrangingfromri-
oting toattempt tomurder.

Produce accused before
JJB: HC to police after
family says he is minor

AAP, BJP accuse
each other of
having links
with accused

Two days after violence,
shops remain shut, tense
parents outside school

Healsosaidactionwould
betakenwithoutbias
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DELHI UNIVERSITY Vice-
Chancellor Yogesh Singh
MondaysaidStStephen’sCollege
hasinsisteditwouldconductad-
missions for the academic ses-
sion2022-23withan85:15ratio
toCommonUniversityEntrance
Test(CUET)scoreandinterviews,
contrarytoDU’sdirections.
Singh, who met Stephen’s

PrincipalJohnVargheseinhisof-
ficeMonday,saidthecollegehad
beenaskedto“rethink” itsdeci-
sion and a final decisionwould
be taken on the matter most
likely on Tuesday. Principal
Varghesedidnotrespondtocalls
and textsbyThe IndianExpress.
“Ithasn’tbeendecidedtoday,

wewill decide tomorrowmost
probably. They are still of the
viewthattheywillcontinuewith
the 85:15 ratio for admissions.
They are saying they have the

freedom to frame rules and
guidelinesaspertheconstitution
andwanttocontinuewiththat,”
SinghtoldThe IndianExpress.
“We reiterated that we

wouldlike100%weightagetobe
given to CUET for general stu-
dents,and85:15canbedonefor
minoritycandidates.Butthey’ve
said they have been following
this (holding interviews) for the
last 100 years so they want to
continuewith that,”hesaid.
Asked if any specific reason

wascited for continuing tohold
interviews, Singh said, “No.
They’ve only said they have the
freedomtodosoandtheywant
toutilisethat... Ihaveaskedthem
tore-thinktheirdecisionandget
back tome. Depending on that,
wewillmakeadecision.”
AskedifDUhadtheauthority

tooverruleStephen’sif itdidnot
budge from its position, Singh
said, “I don’t know.We have to
seetheconstitutionalprovisions.
Sincetheyareclaimingthatthis

hasbeenalongpracticeandthey
have the freedom to continue
withitnowalso,weareexamin-
ing thataspectalso.”
St Stephen’s College is oneof

thesixminoritycollegesofDU. It
reserves 50% seats for Christian
candidates.DUauthoritieshadre-
ceivedarequestfromStStephen’s
toallowthemtohold interviews
across all categories. However,
Singhhadclarifiedthatthecollege
had been communicated they
should hold admissions to the
general seatsonlyon thebasisof
theCUETscore.Fortheremaining
50%reservedseats,theycouldgo
aheadwiththe85:15ratio.
In its admissionpolicy on its

website, the college said “it re-
serves the right to proceedwith
admissionsasperitsownadmis-
sion policy guaranteed to it as a
minority institution and as per
past practice”, and itwould go
aheadwithadmissionsbasedon
85%CUETand15%interviewscore
“forallcategoriesofapplicants”.

Thecitysaw500+caseson
Mondayaswell.However,
hospitaladmissionsremain
low.Archive

Not true, says Asthana
on claims of bid to hoist
saffron flags at mosque
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TheDelhiHighCourtMondaydi-
rectedtheDelhiPolicetoproduce
anaccusedintheJahangirpurivi-
olencecase,whowasremanded
totheinvestigatingagency’scus-
todybyalowercourtonSunday,
before a Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB) after his family submitted
thathisdetention isunlawful as
he isonly16yearsold.
Thedivisionbenchof Justice

Siddharth Mridul and Justice
Rajnish Bhatnagar said he will
have to be produced before the
JJBforageverification.“Thepoint
is (that) it is for the JJB to deter-
mine his age.We have already
said it has to be done expedi-
tiously,” said thecourt.
Police submitted that the

pleawith regard to his agewas
notmadeearlier and that itwill
produce him before themagis-
trate. According to the habeas
corpuspetitionbeforethecourt,
the age of the accused was
shownas22years bypolice.He
wasarrested fromhis residence
onthenightofApril 16.
The court saidwhen there is

material to show that he prima
facieisajuvenile,hehastobepro-
duceddirectlybefore the JJBand

notamagistrate.“Ifithascometo
yournoticenowthatheisajuve-
nile, youhave to take him there.
Youarenotgoingtowaitforone-
dayPC(policecustody)andthen
takehimthere,” itobserved.
Inspector Varun Dalal,

Additional SHO of Jahangirpuri
police station, then submitted
thattheaccusedwillbeproduced
beforetheJJBinaccordancewith
thelawonMondayitself.
Advocate TaraNarula, repre-

sentingthesister-in-lawoftheac-
cused, earlier submitted that he
could not have been taken into
custody by police and that he is
“visibly injured” as he has been
subjected to violence by police.
Narulafurthersubmittedthathis
release should be immediately
orderedbytheHCas themunic-
ipalbirthcertificate isonrecord.
However, the court said age

verificationhastotakeplacefirst.
Thecourtalsosaiditwaslimiting
thehabeascorpuspetitiontothe
question of age of the accused
andhisproductionbeforetheJJB.
The accused was later pro-

ducedbeforetheJJB,whichtook
note of the birth certificate and
remanded him to the observa-
tionhome. It also called for var-
iousreportsandaskedtheinves-
tigatingofficertoverifythebirth
certificate.
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DELHI BJP leaders Monday al-
legedthatthekeyaccusedinthe
Jahangirpuri violence, Mohd
Ansar, has links with the Aam
Aadmi Party. The AAP hit back,
saying hemust be linked to the
BJPas“itknowstheinsidestory”.
“Themastermind of the at-

tack... Ansar, has been found to
be an AAPworker. There is evi-
denceof this intheformofpho-
tos. TahirHussain,whowas the
mastermindofthe2020Delhiri-
ots, was also an AAP councillor.
Is AAP running a riots factory?”
allegedBJPMPManojTiwari.
Reacting to the claim, AAP

leader andminister Satyendar
Jain said: “I think he must be
linked to the BJP since it knows
the insidestory.”
Delhi BJP spokesperson

Praveen Shankar Kapoorwrote
totheCMsaying,“Peoplewanta
reply from the AAP leadership
overtheinvolvementofayouth,
apparentlyanAAPworker...”AAP
spokespersonSaurabhBhardwaj
shotback,“Nosuchincidenttook
placeanywhereintheshobhaya-
tra takenoutby theAamAadmi
Party.ItisclearfromthisthatBJP
isgettingriotsdone.”

OnMonday, shuttersof almosteveryshopinandaround
KushalChowkweredown. SukritaBaruah

‘Rozgaar’ budget:
Sisodia reviews
progress of plans
NewDelhi:Deputy CMManish
SisodiaMondayheld ameeting
with officials of the finance de-
partment and Dialogue and
Development Commission
(DDC) to review the progress of
the schemes and policies an-
nouncedinthe‘rozgaar’budget.
He directed the departments
concernedtotakeimmediateac-
tion to implement themwithin
thedecided timeperiod.
As per officials, the govern-

ment is currently identifying lo-
cations to setup food trucksand
isworkingonaprocesstostream-
line regulation for installing the
same. “Similarly, for facilitating
growthofcloudkitchens,thegov-
ernmentisreducingexistingreg-
ulatory burden on this industry,
and identifying potential land
parcelswherecloudkitchenclus-
terswillbesetup.Aconsultation
meetingwithvariouskeyplayers
inthecloudkitchenindustrywill
beheldbyDDConApril26,”said
officials.ENS

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,735 9,653
ICU BEDS 2,197 2,177

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
4,973

NOIDA
Apr 17 Apr18

Cases 76 N/A
Deaths 0 N/A
GURGAON
Cases 157 198
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 81
OXYGENSUPPORT 11
VENTILATORSUPPORT 1

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
18,69,051

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
April17 517 261 0 12,270
April18 501 290 0 6,492
Total 1,729* 18,41,162 26,160 3,75,68,234
*Total active cases inDelhi
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GOVT&POLITICS5
DELHICONFIDENTIAL

GRAND HOST
ITWAS a grand evening out for political leaders. The venue
was 4, Kushak Road last evening, and the occasionwas the
wedding receptionof UnionministerDr Jitendra Singh's son
Arunoday. President RamNath Kovind, who rarely attends
weddings, was present on the occasion alongwith Prime
MinisterNarendraModi,HomeMinisterAmitShah,Defence
MinisterRajnathSinghandotherUnionministers, including
PiyushGoyal,GajendraSinghSekhawat,GirirajSingh,aswell
as leaders from opposition parties such as Congress's
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, Manish Tewari, Shashi Tharoor,
GhulamNabi Azad, DMK's Kanimozhi and AAP's Manish
Sisodia.BesidesAzad,otherleadersfromJ&Kattheeventwere
OmarAbdullah,SajadLone,AltafBukhariandIRAnsari.Chief
ministersfromthestatesoftheNortheast—BiplabDeb,Conrad
Sangma,PemaKhandu,NBirenSinghandPremSinghTamang
—werepresent,asweretopRSS leaders.

MORE STRATEGY
WHILETHECongress hadannounced that party chief Sonia
Gandhiwouldsetupacommittee to look intohowtorevive
the party after poll strategist Prashant Kishor met the
CongressleadershiponSaturdayandgaveadetailedpresen-
tation, the party is yet to announce any such committee.
Meanwhile, Kishorwas back at 10, Janpath onMonday for
the second time in threedays. Several seniorCongress lead-
ers, including P Chidambaram, Randeep Surjewala, Jairam
Ramesh,MukulWasnikandPriyankaGandhiVadraalsohad
ameetingwithSonia.RahulGandhiwasnotpresent,asheis
said tobeabroadonashortvisit.

OPENING UP
FormerSupremeCourtjudgeRohintonNarimanhascreated
hisownYouTubechanneltosharehisspeecheswiththepub-
lic. FromBeethoven,GreatDissentersof theSupremeCourt,
Zoroastrianism to Achaemenian and Sassanian empires of
Persia, thechannel—'JusticeNarimanOfficialChannel'—al-
ready has 48 videos of his speeches, many of them over an
hour long. JusticeNariman,whoisalsoatrainedParsipriest,
retiredinAugustlastyearandhasseveralfascinatingscholas-
tic interests ranging from contemporary religion, western
classicalmusicandhistory,besides law.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
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THECENTREhasprocured69.24
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) of
wheat for over Rs 13,000 crore
tillApril 17during the rabimar-
keting season (RMS) 2022-23,
Union Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
DistributionsaidonMonday.
In a statement, theMinistry

said that 5.86 lakh farmerswith
MinimumSupportPricevalueof
Rs13,951.41crorehavebenefited
so far from thewheat procure-
mentduringthecurrentseason.
According to the Ministry,

wheat procurement has com-
menced innine states--Madhya
Pradesh,Haryana, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh,
GujaratandRajasthan.
Amaximumquantityof32.16

LMT has been procured from
Punjab, followed by Haryana
(27.76LMT)andMadhyaPradesh
(8.98LMT).Sofar,2.56lakhfarm-
ersinPunjab,2.15lakhinHaryana
and1.08lakhinMadhyaPradesh
have availed theMSP for their
wheatcrop.
TheMSPofwheatfortheRMS

2022-23isRs2,015perquintal.

Lastyear,thegovernmenthad
procuredarecord433LMTwheat.
Thisyearthetotalwheatprocure-
mentmaybelowerduetotheris-
ingoverseasdemandandapossi-
ble shortfall in theoutputdue to
sudden rise in temperature in
March. TheCentrehas, however,
pegged thewheat procurement
toreachat444LMTthisyear.
As on April 1, 2022, wheat

stock in the central pool stoodat
189.8 LMT,which is almost 2.5
timesof thebufferstockrequire-
ment of 74.60 LMTat thebegin-
ningof thenewfinancialyear.
Therehasbeenanincrease in

demand for Indianwheat in the
overseasmarkets amid Russia-
Ukraine conflict. India has set a
targetof10milliontonsofwheat
export in2022-23. According to
theMinistry of Commerce and
Industry, India has exported a
record7million tonsofwheat in
2021-22, valued at $2.05billion.
Outof thetotalshipmentaround
50% of wheat was exported to
Bangladeshinthelastfiscal.
“Growth inwheat exports is

driven mostly by the demand
from countries such as
Bangladesh, United Arab
Emirates,Qatar, Sri Lanka,Oman
andMalaysia,” theMinistry said
inastatementlastweek.

WELCOMING THE GUEST
Mauritius PrimeMinisterPravindJugnauthafterhisarrivalatRajkotairportonMonday.
Jugnauth is in Indiaonaneight-dayvisit,whichbeganonSunday, tostrengthenties
betweenthetwocountries.ChiragChotaliya

LIZMATHEW
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LASHINGOUTat the “pettypoli-
tics”oftheoppositionparties,BJP
PresidentJPNaddaonMondayal-
leged that a groupof parties has
“cometogetheryetagain”towage
“adirectonslaughtonthespiritof
ournationandcastaspersionson
ourhardworkingcitizens”.
Nadda, who unleashed a

sharp attackon them inanopen
lettertocitizens,askedtheoppo-
sitionwhyhave they “forgotten
the shameful happenings in
Karauli, Rajasthan,” and ques-
tionedtheir“hauntingsilence”on
the issue.Hewasreferring to the
developments inKarauli follow-
ing theallegedstone-peltingata
bike rally passing through a
Muslim-dominated area on the
HinduNewYearonApril2, lead-
ingtoincidentsofviolence.
Nadda’s open letter comes in

thewakeofagroupofopposition
parties issuing a joint statement,
targeting PMNarendraModi for
his “silence”over therecent inci-
dentsofcommunalviolence.
Nadda said the youth in the

countrywant“opportunitiesnot
obstacles, development not di-
visions”whileurgingtheparties
to “change track and embrace
politicsof development”.
Taking a strong exception to

coming together of opposition

partiestocriticisetheBJPoverthe
recent incidents of hate speech
and communal violence, Nadda
recalledtheincidentofpolicefir-
ingon“Hindusadhussittingout-
side Parliament who had
marched to Delhi with the de-
mandofbanningcowslaughter”
inNovember1966.Nadda listed
the incidents of communal vio-
lencefrom1969to2013.
“Letmeremindeveryonethat

itwastheUPAcontrolledbyanex-
tra-constitutional NAC that
broughtinthemosthorrificcom-
munal violence Bill which
stoppedtonewlowsofvotebank
politics by evenUPA standards,”
the BJP president wrote in the
open letter. He added that the
“mosthorrificmassacres against
Dalits and Tribals” have taken
placeundertheCongressregimes.
Intheirjointstatement,which

followedanarticleCongresspres-
identSoniaGandhiwroteforThe
Indian Express inwhich she al-
leged“fear,deceptionandintim-
idationwerepillarsofModigov-
ernment”, the leaders, including
Sonia,WestBengal CM Mamata
Banerjee, Tamil Nadu CM MK
Stalin, Jharkhand CMHemant
Soren and NCP chief Sharad
Pawar, have expressed concern
over“themannerinwhichissues
relatingtofood,dress, faith, festi-
valsandlanguagearebeingdelib-
erately usedby the ruling estab-
lishmenttopolarisesociety”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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HOURSAFTER BJP president J P
Nadda lashedout at the opposi-
tionparties,theCongresshitback
saying it is the saffronparty and
itsgovernmentwhichcontinueto
feedpeople the “opiumof com-
munal polarisation” by “inciting
violence andhatred” to distract
theirattentionfrompricerise,un-
employment and a shattered
hopeforthefuture.
Talking about the politics of

polarisation,Congresscommuni-
cationdepartmentheadRandeep
Surjewala said, “While parts of
Indiaareravagedbyriotsandvio-
lencewhyisthePrimeMinisterso
conspicuously silent?Whydoes
henotdenouncehatrednomatter
where it comes from?Why do
perpetrators of hate get political
patronage?Why are thosewho
incite violence rewarded and,
most of all,whyare youthbeing
incentivisedtoattackandabuse?
Yourattemptstoperpetuatehate,
stoke communal tensionanddi-
videaredangerousforournation
andourpeople.”
“As India celebrates the75th

year of country's Independence,
thelasteightyearswillbemarked
in India’s history for a vicious at-
tackontheConstitution,”hesaid.
Surjewalasaidthe“BJPandits

governmenthavebeenandareat
warwithitsownpeople,beitthe
youth, thewomen, thepoor, the
ScheduledTribes, the Scheduled
Castes, backwards and themi-
norities”.
He askedNaddawhether he

doesnothaveanyremorseabout
“letting23-croreIndiansslip into
poverty of which 4.7-crore
Indianshave slipped to extreme
poverty”.
The party also accused the

government of having compro-
misedthenationalsecurity.“Even
today…Chinese continue to oc-
cupy important strategic places
within our territory inDepsang
Plains andGogra Hot Springs,”
Surjewalasaid.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
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MUSIC MAESTRO Ilayaraja is
known forhis compositions that
transcend timebut the 78-year-
old’s popularity across genera-
tionsdidnot shieldhim froman
onlinebacklashovertheweekend
for praising Prime Minister
NarendraModi and comparing
himtoDrBRAmbedkar.
In the foreword for

Ambedkar&Modi—Reformer’s
Ideas, Performer’s
Implementations, published by

Delhi-based Bluecraft Digital
Foundation, Ilayaraja wrote,
“Both these striking personali-
tiessucceededagainstoddsthat
peoplefromsociallydisempow-
eredsectionsof thesocietyface.
Bothsawpovertyandstiflingso-
cial structures from close quar-
ters and worked to dismantle
them,butbotharealsopractical
menwhobelieveinactionrather
thanmere thoughtexercises.”
He added, “Pro-women leg-

islation such as the banning of
tripletalaqandtheriseinsexra-
tio due to the historic ‘Beti
BachaoBetiPadhao’movement,

which has brought in social
transformation, is something
that Dr BR Ambedkar would
havebeenproudof.”
With the foreword fuelling

speculation that the BJP may
nominatehimtotheRajyaSabha,
Ilayarajadrewtheireofthoseop-
posedtothesaffronparty.
Bornin1943inPannaipuram

village nearMadurai, Ilayaraja,
fondlyreferredtoas“Raajasir”in
hisinnercircle,gothisfirstexpo-
sure tomusic and compositions
inhisteenageyearsthroughlines
penned by his elder brother
Pavalar Varadarajan, amember

of theCommunistPartyof India.
At a timewhen CN Annadurai
wasactivelybuildingaDravidian
culturalandliteraryfrontforthe
DMK,Ilayarajawaspartofasim-
ilar movement for the
Communists. Bythemid-1960s,
hemovedtoMadrastolearnmu-
sic—firstunderDhanrajandthen
TVGopalakrishnan—andwona
goldmedalinclassicalguitarfrom
the Trinity College of Music in
London. In his illustrious career,
Ilayaraja has been a composer,
singer,songwriter, instrumental-
ist, and Asia’s first symphony
writer. He has been credited for

about 7,000 songs in several
Indianlanguages.
Asked about the controversy

the forewordhas engendered, a
sourceclosetotheIlayarajacamp,
requesting anonymity, said Left-
liberalgroupscallingthemusician
a “Sanghi”werecruel andadded
thathehadnopoliticalambition.
“Wehaveinformationthathis

nameisbeingconsideredamong
thethreenamesfromTamilNadu,
thereisnoclarityaboutthat...,”the
sourceadded,referringtoGangai
Amaran,alsoamusicianandlyri-
cistwhojoinedtheBJPin2017.
AleadingTamilmusiciansaid

Ilayaraja should not be blamed
evenifheisofferedaRajyaSabha
seatas“hetoohasdreams…andif
at all there is an offer of a Rajya
Sabhaseat,hewillseeitasrecog-
nition,notapartyseat.”
Defendingthemusicmaestro,

BJP state presidentKAnnamalai
said those upsetwith Ilayaraja
werepowerbrokersandclaimed
thatthe“ecosystemcreatedbythe
DMK”wouldnotbeabletothrot-
tlethecomposer’svoice.
“What crime did Ilayaraja

commit?”askedformerstateBJP
chief and Union minister L
Murugan.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
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THE TAMIL Nadu government
may call an all-partymeeting to
discusstheissueoftheBillagainst
NEET that is pending with
GovernorRNRavi formore than
200days,ChiefMinisterMKStalin
saidonMonday.
RavihadreturnedtheBillonce

and thegovernment sent it back
again, Stalin said. TheBill is since
pending for nearly 70 days, he
pointedout.NotingthataBillthat
wasunanimously passedby the
Assemblyislyingidleforover210
daysattheRajBhavan,Stalinsaid,
“It isdelayed…ignored…"
In such a scenario, Stalin, in

the Assembly onMonday, said,
“Wecannotaffordtoattendatea
party organised at the sameRaj
Bhavancampus,becauseattend-
ing that would be an insult to
people of Tamil Nadu; an insult
to the constitutional values of
the Assembly.”Stalinwas refer-
ringtoagovernmentdecisionlast
weektoboycottevents,including
a tea party organised by the
GovernoratRajBhavan.
Stalin said he alsowrote to

Governor Ravi explaining all
these. “Moreprecisely, there are
absolutelynopersonalissuesbe-
tweenme andGovernor Ravi...
ourrelationshipisverycordial.He
praised us a lot for
governance.Basically, he is a
friendlymanwhogivesusrespect,
andwealsogivehimduerespect.”

These,hesaid,are“valuesand
traditionswehavebeenkeeping
inthisstatefordecades”.
However, Stalin added, he

placesinterestsofthestateabove
all this. “So, as a Governor, he
shouldforwardtheanti-NEETBill
tothePresidentofIndia.Delaying
that is not in the interests of the
state. He is not sending it to the
President,whichmeanshe is in-
sultingnot onlymebut thepeo-
pleofTamilNadu,”hesaid.
He said there were uncon-

firmed reports that Ravi had fi-
nallysentthefilestothePresident.
“If not,wewill take furtherdeci-
sionsbycallinganall-partymeet-
ing, if required,”hesaid.

ANISHADUTTA
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OF THE 100 cities being devel-
oped under the Smart Cities
Mission (SCM), 80 have already
setupIntegratedCommandand
Control Centres, while the rest
will have them by August 15,
HousingMinisterHardeepSingh
Puri saidMonday.
Integrated Command and

ControlCentresorICCCsareakey
component of the Smart Cities
project, which aims to develop
100citizen-friendly,self-sustain-
ableurbansettlements
“Workhasbeguninalmostall

government-fundedprojects in
theSmartCityMission,andproj-
ectsunderSCMwillbecomplete
bynextyear,”Purisaid,addingthe
projects being executed under
SCMare the “fastest amonggov-
ernmentschemes”despiteCovid.

Puriwasaddressingthethree-
day 'Smart Cities, Smart
Urbanization'conferenceinSurat
organisedby theUnionMinistry
of Housing andUrbanAffairs in
associationwithSuratSmartCity
CorporationDevelopmentLtdas
part of the central government's
AzadikaAmritMahotsav.
Designedforreal-timemoni-

toring, the ICCCswere initially
aimedatcontrollingandmonitor-

ingwaterandpowersupply,san-
itation, trafficmovement, inte-
gratedbuildingmanagement,city
connectivity and Internet infra-
structure.However,theywillnow
also be linked to the Home
Ministry's Crime and Criminal
TrackingNetworks andSystems
orCCTNS. These commandcen-
tresalsofunctionedaswarrooms
duringCovid-19.
With theUniongovernment

preparing a60-point actionplan
following PMNarendraModi’s
meeting with secretaries in
September, the Housing and
UrbanAffairsMinistryhasalsobe-
gunwork to finalise its recom-
mendationforprovidingICCCsas
a service to states and smaller
cities, The Indian Expresshad re-
portedonNovember27,2021.
Theministry aims to imple-

ment a pilot project across UP,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, MP,
RajasthanandTamilNadu.

Chennai: Two Tamil Nadu
Ministers onMonday skipped a
university convocationattended
byStateGovernorRNRavi.
The incident came on a day

when CM M K Stalin told the
Assembly that the ruling DMK
boycottedthe‘AtHome’reception
organisedby theRaj Bhavan last
weekduetothependencyof the
anti-NEET Bill adopted by the
Houseearlier.

Ravi, also the Chancellor of
AnnamalaiUniversity, presided
over the84th convocationof the
well-known varsity here. But,
Higher Education Minister K
PonmudyandhiscolleagueMRK
Panneerselvam(agriculture)gave
the event a miss, though they
weresupposedtoattendthefunc-
tion.Panneerselvam,later,saidthe
twoMinistersdidnotparticipate
overtheNEETissue. PTI

THETNAdmission to
UndergraduateMedical
DegreeCoursesBill,
passedby theAssembly
onSeptember13,2021,
was returnedby the
Governor to thestate
governmentonFebruary
1,2022 for reconsidera-
tion.OnFebruary8,
2022, theBillwas
adoptedagainby the
Assemblyandwassent
to theRajBhavan. It is
pendingsince.
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BJPpresident JPNadda inKarnataka’sHampionMonday.PTI

Nadda: Opp leaders
coming together
petty politics

Communal
polarisation BJP
ploy to distract
people from real
issues: Cong

Govt procures 69 LMT
wheat in current season

ANTI-NEETBILL

Bill ‘delayed, ignored’
for long, Stalin likely
to call all-party meet

Ilayaraja compares Ambedkar and Modi, faces music

Integrated command centres in all
100 smart cities by August 15: Puri

TN ministers skip event
presided over by Governor

UnionministerHardeep
SinghPuriatanevent in
SuratonMonday.HanifMalek
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PUNJAB ANDHaryana, the two
major contributors of wheat to
the central pool, are set tomiss
their procurement targets this
Rabi seasonwithmultiple fac-
tors hitting the arrival of wheat
inmandis inbothstates.
Apart fromexcessive heat in

Marchhitting cropyield, several
farmers are holding their crop
back in hope of further spike in
international prices bringing in
better returns. The global de-
mand for Indian wheat is ex-
pectedtoriseamidRussia'sinva-
sionofUkraine,bothmajorwheat
exporters.Privateplayerstooare
picking more wheat than ex-
pectedinbothstates.

PUNJAB
Punjab,whichwasthebiggest

contributortothecentralpoollast
year,hadsetitselfatargettopro-
cure 130 lakh tonnes of wheat
thisseason.However,theunusual
surge in temperatures inMarch
led to shrivelling of grain that is
expected tobringdownyieldby
around15%.Punjab’stotalwheat
production,whichusedtobe170
to175lakhtonnesearlier,islikely
tosettlebetween140to150lakh
tonnes thisyear.
ParamvirSingh(24),ayoung

farmer,saidthathehassoldjust

one-third of his produce and is
holdingback therest.
“This time, the yield is very

lessandwewouldnotbeableto
meet the expenses. So,wehave
decidedtokeepmaximumpro-
ducewith us to sell it later, ex-
pecting a price higher than the
MSP(Rs2,015perquintal) inthe
comingdays,” saidParamvir.
Another farmer, Abjinder

Singh Sangha of villageGowara
inMalerkotla, said that he has
decided to hold 25% of his total
producefornow.“Thisyearthere
would be huge demand of
wheat in the globalmarket due
to thewar between Russia and
Ukraine as both the countries
have 25% share of wheat in the
exportmarket,”saidSangha.He
said farmers are acting tomake
up for the lossdue toyield loss.
So far, government agencies

in Punjab have only purchased

54.74lakhtonnesoutoftargeted
130lakhtonnes,whichcomesto
42% of the target. Currently,
around 7 to 8 lakh tonnes of
wheat is coming to the state's
mandis daily. A senior officer in
the state Punjab Food and Civil
Supplies Department said the
procurement this seasonwould
bearound100lakhtonnesonly.
Private buyers too are pick-

ingwheat fromboth inside and
outside the mandis at a pre-
miumofRs5-10ontheMSPde-
claredbythegovernment.While
lastyeartheyhadpurchasedjust
1.17lakhtonnesintheentiresea-
son, this year already they have
picked 3.16 lakh tonnes in
Punjab till date.
In 2021, government agen-

cies had procured132.08 lakh
tonnes,2lakhtonnesmorethan
the target in the 34 days Rabi
season thatbeganonApril 10.

HARYANA
In the first 17 days of wheat

procurement in Haryana, the
state's mandis havewitnessed
nearly 20% less wheat arrival
compared to last year. Haryana
has set itself a target to procure
85lakhtonnesofwheatthisRabi
season. However, state govern-
mentofficialsbelievethatthefi-
nal procurement would be
around10-15% less thanthede-
claredtarget.Someofficialsalso
feared that this gap could touch
even 25% by the time procure-
mentdrivewrapsuponMay15.
Again the state agencies

blame adverseweather condi-
tionsforthelowyield,whichthey
claimhavehitarrivalsinmandis.
A senior officer of Haryana

AgricultureandFarmersWelfare
Department confirmed that a
sectionoffarmersisholdingback
wheat, anticipating ahike in the
prices.Moreacreagebeingdedi-
catedtomustardthisyear isalso
amongthefactorscontributingto
lesswheatproduction.
According to the official fig-

ures, till April 17 this year, 32.91
lakh tonnes has reached state's
mandis, while asmuch as 41.11
lakh tonnes of wheat was pro-
cured till thisday lastyear.
A farmer from Fatehabad,

Satyawan Singh, said: “Farmers
mayholdback stockup to5per
centthistime whiletheremain-
ing25percentwheat is likelyto
be stored by traders. Farmers
can’tholdbacka lotofwheat.”

69.24 lakh
tonnesof
wheat
procured
sofar

PUNJAB
32.16
lakh

tonne

HARYANA
27.76lakh

tonne

*OTHERS
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Procurement for Central pool

Punjab, Haryana set tomisswheat target
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This July, the Singapore Stock
Exchange(SGX),whichopenedits
officeinGIFTCityinGandhinagar
lastOctober, isduetostartseam-
less trading. But SingaporeHigh
CommissionerSimonWongsays
itis“hard”forSingaporeanstolive
inGIFTCity as it is “quite a ghost
town” afterworking hours. He
also says the “bylaws are very
tough”and“itisdifficulttobuilda
financialcentre”.
InGujaratlastweektoreview

progressontheSGX,investments
andtheaffordablehousingproj-

ectbeingbuiltunderthePradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) in
collaborationwithSingaporefirm
Surbana Jurong,Wong told The
Indian Express: “It (GIFT City) is
buzzinginthedaytime.Itisshort
of…humans. So if youwant to
make it a very liveable city, you
need amenities to come in, you
need a supermarket. Of course,
there are schools coming in al-
ready,butit is(about)theeaseof
living. It is quite aghost townaf-
terworkinghours.”
He said the Gandhinagar-

AhmedabadMetrowould help
makecommutingeasybetween
the two cities which are 30 km
apart.
On thepaceof development

ofGIFTCity,Wongsaidtobuilda
financial centre, the bylaws
"mustbeeasy todealwith" and
foreigncompaniesshouldbeal-
lowedto“makeprofit”.
“Indiahasthecarryingcapac-

ity tobecomea leading financial
centreinthisregion.Ifwewantto
maximise laws to catch illegal
transactionsorblackmoney,you
willcringenormaltrade,because
yourlawsaretoocomplicated.So
(youhavetochoosewhether)you
want tomaximise protection or
randomlypickonblackmoney.If
youwanttogointothespectrum
of focusing on blackmoney not
escaping,thenitwillbeverydiffi-
cult tocompetewithother inter-
nationalfinancialcentres.Because

your bylaws are very tough. It is
difficulttobuildafinancialcentre.
Ittakesdecadestocomeupwhere
weare. Some feelGIFTCity's de-
velopment has been slow.
However, in reality, you have to
buildthehardwareandsoftware
toattractpeople tocomeorgani-
cally. You cannot forcepeople to
come.Ifnoprofitismade,nobody
willcome,”hesaid.
“Twothingswillmakethefi-

nancial centre: one, the bylaws
must be easy to deal with; sec-
ondisthecarryingcapacity.You
mustallowforeigncompaniesto
makeprofitandnotseeprofitas
a sin,”hesaid.
AskedaboutWong’sremarks,

Tapan Ray, Group CEO and

ManagingDirector of GIFT City,
toldTheIndianExpress:“Theinfra-
structure of twin cities
AhmedabadandGandhinagarare
completelyattheirdisposal.There
isnoquestionofamenitiesbeing
adeal-breaker. The international
airport inAhmedabad is just 20
minutes fromGIFTCity. Thebest
ofschools,colleges,hospitals,and
shopping malls are there in
Ahmedabad.WithinGIFTCity, a
school and a hotel have already
been set up, a hospital is being
builtandDMartwill soonopena
store.Wehave residential areas
beingbuilt. For immediatemed-
icalemergencies,ApolloHospital
is justa15-minutedriveaway.”
Ray said dummy trading of

stockswillbeginsoonontheNSE-
SGXplatformwhich is expected
tobeoperationalbymid-2022.
Wongsaid:“Ourplanistobe-

gin seamless trading between
NSEandSGXbyJulythisyear.Asof
now,wearedoingall the tests. If
youlookatthetradevolumeright
nowwithNSE-SGX inNifty, it is
aboutUSD6billion.Wewant to
openthetunnelbiggerandmove
towards larger trade. In our dis-
cussionwithIFSCAandGIFTCity
authorities,wewanttopumpup
this trade volume to aboutUSD
18-20billion. Our partner is TCS
which is helping us build the
seamless tunnel.” TheSingapore
ArbitrationCentrehasalreadyset
upabranchinGIFTCity.

SHAJUPHILIP
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THE POSTER boy of the push-
back against discrimination
faced by HIV patients, 26-year-
old Bensonwas found dead at
hisrelative’shomeinKollamdis-
trict’sKottarakkaraonFriday.
Theyouth,whosurvivedso-

cial ostracism and discrimina-
tion, ended his life over a failed
loveaffair, the localpolice said.
ThenativeofKaithakuzhivil-

lage in Kollam, Bensonwas the
onlysurvivingmemberofafam-
ilyof four–includinghisparents
and sister, whowere also HIV-
positive–andworkedat a shop
ownedbyhis relative.
Benson’s uncle Fernandes

said: “Recently, the person he
was love in got married to an-
other person. That seemed to
have left Benson depressed.
Since he was HIV-positive, we
couldnotadvisehimtogetmar-
ried. Lastyearalsohehadmade
asuicideattempt.”
Benson first lost his father C

KChandy, in 1997, after he con-
tracted the disease reportedly
duringhisstayinMumbai.Three
yearslater,Chandy’swifePrincy
died.TheorphanedBensonand
hiseldersisterBency,whowere
alsoHIV-positive,wereraisedby
theirgrandparentsGeevarghese
andSalamma.
In 2003, at a timewhen the

AIDSspecterloomed,thetwoat-
tractednationalheadlineswhen
theyweredeniedadmissionbya
school in their village after
protestsbyparentsofotherstu-
dents. They objected to Benson

and Bency sitting in regular
classroomswith their children,
forcing the twooutof school.
Ascelebrities, filmpersonal-

ities and then Union Health
Minister Sushma Swaraj spoke
up for the siblings, including
hugging them in public to
counter the taint around
HIV/AIDS, the twowere taken
backby theschool.
Grandfather Geevarghese

then ledabattleagainst thedis-
criminationagainstHIVpatients
in general, staging a protest in
front of the state secretariat. As

anoutcomeof thepublic atten-
tion,thechildrenwerepromised
free supply of costlymedicines
andaid,sponsoredbyHindustan
LatexLtd,theClintonFoundation
andtheKeralaStateAIDSControl
Society.However,deathcontin-
ued stalking the children. In
2005,Geevarghesedied,leaving
the two in the care of grand-
motherSalamma.In2010,Bency
passed away at the age of 16.
Benson,theninClass10,finished
hisschoolingbutdidn'tcontinue
hisstudiesashelookedafterhis
grandmother. InNovember last

year, Salammatoodied.
Benson then moved to the

houseof aclose relative.
Adichanalloor panchayat

memberShaji L saidBensondid
nothaveanymajorhealthissues
inrecentyears.“Hereceivedfull
support from the government
andmedical care. Although he
faced discrimination during his
childhood days, he hadmade a
lot of friends in recent years.He
learntdriving, bought a car, and
had started looking after the
business of a relative,’’ said the
panchayatmember.

SHAJUPHILIP
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KERALABJPhasdecidedtostart
a campaignagainstwhat it calls
“growing”instancesof“religious
terrorism” in the state, with
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
slated to attend a meeting of
BJP'sstateleadershiponApril29
tochalkout theactionplan.
State BJP president K

Surendran onMonday said the
partywill intensifyitscampaign
against “religious terrorism” in
Kerala.
“The party will apprise the

UnionHomeMinisteraboutallis-
suesrelatedtogrowingreligious
terrorism,includinglovejihad(as
Hindutva organisations dub in-
terfaith marriage involving
Muslimmen), which are detri-
mental to society,” Surendran
said.“Inthelastsixyears,24BJP-
RSSworkers have been killed in
Kerala, seven of them by the
Popular Front of India. Scores of
Christianwomenhavebeencon-
verted to Islam through thebar-
baricactof lovejihad.”
The PFI, created in 2007

through the merger of three
Muslimorganisations, haspock-
etsof influenceinsouthernIndia,
especiallyinKeralaandkarnataka.
TheBJP'sannouncementfol-

lows the murder of an RSS
workerinPalakkad,allegedlyby
PFI-SDPIactivists,andinterfaith
marriage of CPI(M) workers in
Kozhikode.
The RSSworkerwas hacked

todeathonSaturday,adayafter
a PFI cadrewas killed, allegedly
by BJP-RSSmen in the same re-
gionof Palakkad.
Surendrandeniedanyroleof

BJPworkers in the PFI activist's
murderandallegedthattherul-
ingCPI(M)hasrolledoutthered
carpet forminority terrorism in

Kerala. “Minority fundamental-
ism has grown as a threat to
Kerala. The BJPwill not go back
on its campaign against terror-
ism even if more of our party
workersarekilled,’’ he said.
Sources in state BJP said the

partywillmakeanotherattempt
towootheChristiancommunity,
mainly on the “love jihad’’ issue.
PartyleaderssayonlytheBJPcan
embrace“Christianconcerninin-
terfaithmarriages’’,asCPI(M)and
Congresshavetoadoptabalanc-
ingactwithouthurtingeitherside.
Last week, when a CPI(M)

worker belonging to Muslim
community had married a
Christianwoman inKozhikode,
her family had blamed the role
of external forces. After visiting
thewoman's family,BJP leaders
had sought an investigation by
central agencies. The saffron
party alleged that terror outfits
were behind themarriage and
offered all help to thewoman's
family for a probe by central
agencies.
Former CPI(M) legislator

GeorgeM Thomas had initially
stated that the interfaith mar-
riage had hurt harmony in the
region butmade a climbdown
later,sayingthatthepartywants
topromoteinterfaithmarriages.
TheBJPhasallegedthatThomas
was forced to change his stand
under duress from communal
outfits.
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TWENTYPEOPLEwere arrested
in Vadodara onMonday for al-
leged rioting inwhich a temple
wasdesecratedSundaylatenight.
According to personnel of

Karelibaug police station in
Vadodara city, clashes brokeout
betweentwogroupsaroundmid-
nightfollowinganallegedassault
of a two-wheeler rider atAmda-
vadiPol.Withinminutes, it esca-
lated, with stone-pelting and
mobs allegedly vandalising pri-
vate vehicles along the stretch
from Raopura Tower to
Jubileebaugarea.
The mob also damaged

parked handcarts of street ven-
dorsbeforeallegedlydesecrating
theidolofatempleinJubileebaug
area,policesaid.
TwoFIRs—oneattheRaopura

police station and the second at
Karelibaug—were filedMonday
asamidnightstreetfightbetween
twogroupsover an alleged inci-
dentofrashdrivingspilledoverto
violenceandstone-pelting.
The FIR filed at Raopura is

against 10 unidentified persons
for allegedly assaulting aman,
while theone atKarelibaugwas
filedagainstamobof20uniden-
tifiedpersons for rioting and the
allegeddesecrationofatemple.
Themobdispersed as teams

fromRaopuraandKarelibaugpo-
licestations,alongwithseniorof-
ficialsof theVadodaracitypolice,

rushedtothespot. Localpolitical
leadersalsoarrivedat thespot to
urgethepolicetoconductanim-
mediatesearchandcombingop-
eration.Theidolofthetemplewas
replacedbysourcingit fromalo-
calmakerataround1.30am.
Raopura street inVadodara’s

old city witnessed a tense
Mondaymorningaspolicebegan
roundingup the suspects in the
FIRsfiled.
Inspector VK Desai of

KarelibaugpolicestationtoldThe
IndianExpress thatall20accused
intheallegedtempleattackhave

beenidentifiedandarrested.“We
haveidentified20accusedandar-
rested them on Monday. The
probe is ongoing but it appears
that vandalising the templewas
notpre-planned.Itoccurreddur-
ingtheclashthatfollowedthefirst
attack...Theaccusedareallabove
25yearsofage,”Desaisaid.
AccordingtotheFIRregistered

atRaopura,thefirstincidenttook
placeatthejunctionofAmdavadi
Polareaaroundmidnightwhena
groupof10people—unidentified
so far — assaulted the com-
plainantonsuspicionthathehad

indulged in rashdriving, thepo-
licesaid.“Therewasarumourthat
a two-wheeler riderwas zoom-
ing in the area andharassing lo-
cals inwhich somepeoplewere
hurt... The group of the accused
claimedthattheywerelookingfor
thesaidtwo-wheelerwhenthey
cameacrossthecomplainantand
assumed him to be the person
theywere looking for. They as-
saulted him before his friend
reachedtohisaidandrushedhim
to SSG hospital,” said Megha
Tewar,AssistantCommissionerof
Police,CDivision.

GARGIVERMA
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DAYSAFTERhemetChhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
andUnionMoS for Tribal Affairs
Renuka Singh, demanding reha-
bilitation after hehad to flee his
village in Chhattisgarh due to
Salwa Judumviolence, thebody
of a 35-year-oldmanwas found
inKolaiguda village late Sunday,
policesaidMonday.
Police suspect the victim,

Dudhi Ganga, originally from
ArlampallyvillageinSukmawho
hadfledtoAndhraPradeshnearly
five years ago, could have been
killed due to personal reasons.
TheybelieveMaoistscouldbere-
sponsible. Investigation is on, of-
ficerssaid.GangahadmetBaghel
in Raipur on April 4 and met
UnionMoS Singh inNewDelhi
subsequently, todemand land in
eitherAndhraPradesh,wherehe

livesnow,orinChhattisgarh,away
fromhisoldvillage.
Hehad served time inprison

between2014and2016inacase
of rape andmurder of awoman
inhisvillage,seniorpoliceofficers
said. According to police, Ganga
hadgone toKolaiguda in Sukma
toattendAamPandumfestivities
whenhewaspickedupallegedly
byMaoists on Friday. His body

wasleftnearthevillageonSunday
night,policesaid.
Whilepolice suspect itwas a

caseofrevengekilling—theysaid
hewaskilledinthesamemanner
inwhichhehad allegedly killed
thewomanin2012—his friends
and members of Walsa
AdiwasuluSamakhya, agroupof
displacedpeoplefromtribalcom-
munities, believe otherwise.

Gangawasaprominentmember
oftheoutfit,whosemembersare
demandingrehabilitation.
“Hiswasoneofthenamesthat

wehadsubmitted toBastardivi-
sionalcommissionerforrehabili-
tation.Infact,hewasvocalinput-
ting forth their condition and
demands.Noneofusknewabout
his past,” Shubhranshu
Chaudhary,founderofNewPeace
Process,whohad accompanied
people from tribal communities
tobothRaipurandDelhi,said.
As news of Ganga's death

emerged, almost all thosewho
hadgiventheirnamestoreturnto
thestatewanttoremovetheirap-
plication, said Chaudhary,who
hasworkedextensivelyinBastar.
“Thismurder has sabotaged

our efforts to rehabilitate dis-
placed tribals,” he said. “Nearly
everyoneisscaredandtheyhave
therighttobe.Itwasviolencelike
this that forced them to flee,"
Chaudharysaid.
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CONGRESS LEADER Micheal
Lobo onMonday termed Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant’s re-
cent remarks flagging religious
conversions in the state as “un-
necessaryandunwarranted”.
He said Sawant's statement

was divisive and has sent a
“wrong signal” to people of dif-
ferentcommunities inthestate.
“There isnoconversionhap-

peninginGoa...,”Lobo,theLeader
of Opposition in the state
Assembly,saidatapartyeventin
Mapusa.“Lethim(Sawant)show
me.Iwillcomewithhim.Lethim
showmewheretheconversions
are happening. He has just shot
in the air, may be to please his
bosses or somebody like that,
which iswrong. InGoa,wehave
harmony.We are inclusive, we
staytogether.It’snotappropriate
(forpeople)tomakesuchastate-
ment,especially for theCM…”
LastFriday,speakingatthein-

stallation ceremony (sthapana)
of the KudnemTemple at Jalmi
WadainKudnem,Sawantasked
peopleandvillage temple trusts
to be vigilant against religious
conversions and said: “Once
againreligionisbeingattacked.I
amnottellinglies.Wehaveseen
that invariouspartsofGoapeo-
plearemovingtowardsreligious
conversion. Takingadvantageof
different things – someone is
poor,someoneisanumericalmi-
nority, somebody is backward,
someone who does not have
food or a job – such people are
beingtaken(in) inthismanner.”
Lobo questioned the timing

of Sawant's remarks on the oc-
casionofGoodFriday.

SGX due to start ops at GIFT City, Singapore
envoy says a ‘ghost town’ afterwork hours

20 arrested after accident, assault lead to
clashes, vandalism of vehicles in Vadodara

Policepersonnelat thesiteof violence inVadodara.BhupendraRana

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL 18

KERALAMINISTERforLocalSelf-
Department and Excise M V
Govindan,whoisalsoamember
oftheCPIM'sCentralCommittee,
onMondaysaid“majorityfunda-
mentalism ismore dangerous
thanminorityfundamentalism”.
Referring to the last week’s

killingof aPopular Frontof India
(PFI)activistandRSSpracharakin
Palakkad, Govindan said,
“Minority fundamentalismand
majorityfundamentalismcannot
be seen as the same thing.
Majorityfundamentalismismore
dangerous...majority isworking
towardstheformationofaHindu
rashtra...the hatred towardsmi-
noritiesispartofthat.Theminor-
ity fundamentalismemerges to
resist themajority fundamental-
ism,’’saidGovindan.
Hesaid lastweek'skillings(of

PFI leader and RSS pracharak)
wereaimedat creating commu-
naltrouble.“Thereisacommunal
agenda behind these incidents.
Both forces want to mobilise
strengthby indulging inviolence
andpolicecan’tpreventit,’’hesaid.
RespondingtoGovindan'sob-

servations, BJP state presidentK
Surendran said “theCPIM stand
on minority fundamentalism

would convert Kerala into
Kashmir”. “Theminister’s com-
mentsareanopensupporttothe
PFI.WhenPFIhasbecomeathreat
tothepeaceinthecountry,CPIM's
tacit support forminority funda-
mentalismisamatterofconcern.
The CPIM has an alliancewith
communalforces,’’hesaid.
Senior Congress leader V D

Satheesan said Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan is appeasing all
communal forces in the guise of
socialengineering.“TheCPIMhad
engaged itselfwithbothRSSand
PFIduringthelastAssemblyelec-
tions.Hence,thegovernmentcan-
not take stringent action against
thecommunalforces,”hesaid.
Sincethe2021Assemblyelec-

tions, the ruling CPIMhas faced
theallegations that thepartyhas
been soft towards fundamental-
ism(majorityaswellasminority).

Poster boy of fight against HIV bias, Benson found dead
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MAOISTS ALLEGEDLY fired at a
security camp inChhattisgarh's
BijapurlateonSundaynightand
fledwhenthesecurityforcesre-
taliated.
Four personnel, three from

the district police and one from
the Chhattisgarh armed forces,
were injured and twowere air-
lifted to Raipur, police said. All
fourarestableandoutofdanger,
officers confirmed.
Inaseparateincident,Maoists

allegedly torched vehicles in-
volvedinroadconstructionwork
inMangnarvillageontheborder
of Bijapur and Dantewada on
Sunday.Theroadwasbeingbuilt
betweenMangnar and Satdhar
further connecting Geedam.
Maoistswarned the contractor
andvillagerstostayawayfromthe
policeanddistrictadministration.

Mumbai: A special court on
MondayextendedtillApril22the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
custody of NCPMinisterNawab
Malik, who was arrested in
February in connectionwith a
moneylaunderingcase.TheEDis
likelytofileachargesheetlaterthis
week, before its 60-daydeadline
endsonApril22.Malik's lawyers
said a special leave petition has
been filed before the apex court
against the order of theBombay
HC,whichhadlastmonthrefused
interimrelief toMalik. ENS

AMITSHAHSETTOATTENDAPRIL29MEET

Kerala BJP plans
drive against rising
‘religious terror’

Fundamentalism in
majority community
more dangerous: Kerala
minister; BJP flays him

MVGovindan
Facebook/@mvgovindan

KSurendran

Cong’s Lobo
slams Sawant for
remarks on
conversion
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ACURFEWhasbeenimposedin
twin cities Achalpur and
ParatwadainAmravatiruralfol-
lowing reports of a clash be-
tween twocommunitieswhich
ledtostone-peltingandlefttwo
policemen injured on Sunday
evening. ByMonday night, the
Achalpurpolicehadarrested24
people in the case. One of the
groupshadhoistedasaffronflag
in an area wheremany people
fromaminority community re-
side,whichsparkedtheclashes,
police said.
Around 6pmSunday, a per-

son hoisted a saffron flag at the
Dulha Gate area, which led to
stone-pelting between the two
communities. “There were
around 70 to 80 people from
each of the communities. We
rushedtothespotanddispersed
the crowd.We have registered
three FIRs -- One against the
groupofmen,whichhoistedthe
flag and other two against the
twocommunities.Sofar,24peo-
ple have been arrested,” said
MadhavraoGarud,seniorpolice
inspectorofAchalpurpolicesta-
tion.
By 7.30 pm, the police

broughtthesituationundercon-
trol. Officials said therewas no
losstolifeorproperty.However,
curfewwas imposed as a pre-

ventivemeasure. “Three com-
paniesoftheStateReservePolice
Force(SRPF),100policeperson-
nel from nearby Akola district,
and another 300police person-
nel fromAmravati police are on
the streets to ensure no unto-
ward incident takes place,” said
CK Meena, deputy inspector
general of police, Amravati
Range. The situatedwill be re-
viewed at 11am on Tuesday,
addedMeena.
“There is no problem in

Amravaticity,butasapreventive
measure,wehave increasedse-
curity on the roads,” said a
source fromthecitypolice.
Meanwhile,theAareypolice

registeredtwoFIRsandarrested
25 people from two different
groups on attempt to murder
charges for fighting with each
other and pelting stones in
Goregaon(east)onSunday.
A group of around 200 peo-

ple was part of a Kalash Yatra
whichwas passing through the
Buddha Vihar areawhen a few
peoplewhowerepartofthepro-
cession started chanting loudly
anddancing. A clash ensued af-
ter around50peoplewhowere
at the spot objected to their
chanting.
The local Aarey police were

informedabout the incident af-
terwhichtheyrushedtothespot
anddispersed the crowd.Many
people, includingwomen,were
injured in the incident.

Maharashtra: 3 FIRs, 24
arrests after communal
clash in Amravati rural

Maoists attack
security camp,
torch vehicles in
Chhattisgarh

REHABILITATION INCHHATTISGARH

Man found dead days after meeting CM,
Union minister; cops suspect Maoists’ role

DudhiGanga(secondfromleft)withUnionMinisterof State
forTribalAffairsRenukaSingh. File

Nawab Malik’s ED
custody extended
till April 22

New Delhi
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LAST SEPTEMBER, when a frail
Vrushabh Usande, 3, was sus-
pendedfromascale,heweighed
only 10 kg. Ideally, a boyhis age
shouldweighbetween11-17kg.
Like many other children in
Gurnoli village in Kurkheda
Tehsil of Gadchiroli district in
Maharashtra,hewaslistedinthe
Moderate Acute Malnutrition
(MAM)categoryandenrolledin
aspecialdietprogramme.
Sixmonthslater,heweighed

11 kg andhewas released from
theMAMprogramme.Whilethe
one-kilogram increase in his
weight was small, his farmer
parents noticed how gradually
Vrushabh’s gaunt face began to
look more fuller and rounder.
“Earlier, his cheek and collar
bones were visible. Now, he
looks healthy and fresh,” said
Sawaswati Rajesh Usande,
Vrushabh’smother.
Gadchiroli, a tribal-domi-

nateddistrictinMaharashtrahas
set a national example in the
fight againstmalnutrition. Last

October,thedistrictintroduceda
specialdietprogrammeformal-
nourishedchildrenbetweenthe
agesofsixmonthsandsixyears,
and since then 3,794malnour-
ishedchildren(ofthe7,111listed)
haverecovered in thedistrict.
Of the 1,017 children identi-

fied as Severely Acute
Malnourished (SAM), 513
(50.14%) recovered, and among
the 6,094MAM children, 3,281
(52.83%) have been released
from the programme after six

months. Also, of the 2,141
Severely Under-weight (SUW)
children, 789 or 27 per cent
gainedweightandrecovered.
“We screened over 1.1 lakh

childreninthedistrictandenrolled
malnourishedandunderweight
ones in the programme,” said
KumarAshirwad,ChiefExecutive
Officer(CEO)ofthedistrict.
Malnutrition refers to defi-

ciencies,excesses,orimbalances
in a person’s intake of energy
and/or nutrients, as per the

WHO. “Childrenwithmalnutri-
tion haveweaker immune sys-
tems,leavingthemvulnerableto
developmental delays, disease
and death,” said Dr Ravikant
Singh,founderof theDoctorsfor
YouNGO.
Under the centralised

Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS)programme, the
malnourished children are pro-
videdwith energy dense nutri-
tious food (EDNF) – a ready-
madepastewithmicro-nutrients

to ensure that the children gain
normalweight.However,during
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
scheme was stopped and the
WomenandChildDevelopment
(WCD)department startedpro-
vidingTakeHomeRation (THR),
which included packages con-
taining 2 kg each of rice, wheat,
dal and chana, apart fromcook-
ingoil, saltandspices.
However, the rationwas of-

ten consumed by the entire
household and not just the af-
fected child. So, CEO Ashirwad
andthestate’sICDSdepartment,
in consultationwith nutrition-
ists, listed eight nutrient-dense
Maharashtrian recipes to help
thechildren in their recovery.
These included vegetable

khichdi (cookedwith rice and
husked split moong lentils),
sprouts cutlet, peanut cutlet,
tiranga paratha (made with
wheat flour, beet root, spinach
andsoybeanflour),adrychutney
madewith curry leaves,Mutthe
(acutletmadeofrice,greengram
and drumstick leaves), ground-
nut, jaggery, and sesame laddu
and kadi patta shankarpali (a
snackmadeofcurryleaves).

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A RAILWAY Police Force (RPF)
personnel was killed and an-
otherinjuredinamilitantattack
insouthKashmir'sPulwamaon
Mondayevening.
Police sources said the RPF

personnel were targetedwhen
they had gone to a tea stall out-
side the Kakapora railway sta-
tioninPulwama.Bothwerecrit-
ically injured in the attack and
shiftedtoahospitalwhereHead
Constable Surinder Singh was
declared brought dead, while
Sub-Inspector Dev Raj was re-
ferredtoSrinagarforspecialised
treatment.
Hospital sources say Raj's

condition continues to remain
critical.
“Terrorists fired at RPF per-

sonnelatKakapora,Pulwama.In
thisterrorincident,twoRPFper-
sonnel sustained injuries and
were evacuated to hospital
whereonesuccumbedtothein-
juries. Area cordoned off,” J-K
Police tweeted.
Immediatelyaftertheattack,

J-K Police, Army and paramili-
taryforcescordonedoff thearea
and initiateda searchoperation
to track down the attackers.
However, no arrests couldn't be
madetill the filingof the report.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
stayedtheUttarPradeshgovern-
ment'sdecisiontotakebackthe
land allotted toMohammadAli
Jauhar University in Rampur
over allegedviolationof norms,
including construction of a
mosqueonthelandinquestion.
A bench of Justices Ajay

Rastogi and C T Ravikumar is-
suednoticeonanappealfiledby
MaulanaMohammadAliJauhar
Trust, headed by Samajwadi
Party leader Azam Khan, chal-
lenging the Allahabad High
Court's order refusing to inter-
ferewiththeRampurAdditional
DistrictMagistrate’sdirectionto
takeback the land.
WhentheUniversitywases-

tablished in2005, the stategov-
ernment had allowed the Trust
toacquirethelandunderSection
154(2) of the UP Zamindari
Abolition & Land Reforms Act-
1950, which allows the state to
transfer landoverandabovethe
12.5 acres ceiling set by the Act.
Thiswashowever,subjecttocon-
ditions.
Subsequently, aMarch 2020

report by the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate(SDM)pointedtovio-
lation of some of these condi-
tions and referred to unautho-
rised constructions, including a
mosque,anddiversionoflandfor

purposesotherthaneducational.
Acting on the SDM report,

the Additional District
Magistrate (ADM) in January
2021 passed orders taking back
land in excess of the 12.5 acres.
TheTrustchallengedthisbefore
theHC,which,however,refused
to interferewiththeSDMorder.
TheHC said that the “condi-

tions of the permission granted
bythestate...hadbeenviolated...”
andreferredtotheSDM’sreport
on the construction of the
mosqueonthepremises.
The Trust argued it was for

the resident staffmembers, but
the HC noted that this went
against the conditions under
which“permissionforthetrans-
ferof landinexcessto12.5acres
wasgrantedsolelyforestablish-
inganeducational institution”.
“The argument the campus

had residential premises for
teachingaswellasnon-teaching
staff,a'mosque'wasconstructed
forthemcannotbeacceptedasit
goesagainstpermissiongranted
by thestate... thus theTrustvio-
lated the conditions,” the court
hadsaid.

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

WITHPRIMEMinisterNarendra
ModiurgingtheBJP-ruledstates
to focus on policies andwelfare
measuresforwomen—asection
thatbackedthepartyinelectoral
battles—its leadersareall set to
highlight the government's ini-
tiatives for women empower-
mentinTripura,whereelections
aredueearlynextyear.
ChiefMinisterBiplabKumar

Deb said the BJP's main rival
would be the Left, which has
beenweakenedby internal rifts
anditsfailuretoretainthetradi-
tional support base. Deb ruled
out the Trinamool Congress,
which has been making at-
tempts toexpand itsbaseby in-
ducting other parties' veterans,
as the “political rival or key op-
position” in thestate.
“With the successful imple-

mentation of welfare schemes
andgoodgovernancerecord,the
BJP has weakened the entire
Opposition.Whatever remains
intheLeftwillbethemainrival,”
Deb, who was in the national
capital, said.
He said through a series of

programmesandinitiatives,the
government had “made signifi-
cant” changes in the lives of
women in the state. Themain
highlightofthecampaignwould
bethegovernment'smovetore-
serve33percentjobsforwomen
inall stategovernment jobs.
The state government had

comeupwithinitiativesandac-
tion plans on health and nutri-
tion, education and economic
sectorswhileensuringeffective
interventions in eliminating vi-
olence against women in the

state.
“Tomakewomen feel em-

powered, the government has
paid special attention to ap-
pointingtheminkeysectorslike
lawandordermaintenance.This
aimed at boosting their confi-
dencebynot confining themto
traditional jobs,”Debsaid.
Sources said in the poll-

bound states — Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka
and Tripura — the party had
givenspecialdirectionstofocus
onwomen-orientedschemes.
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KOLKATA,APRIL 18

FOURPERSONS, including two
juveniles,werearrested incon-
nection with the alleged gan-
grape of a minor tribal girl in
Birbhum district on April 14
whenshewasreturning froma
local fair, police said on
Monday.
While two of the accused—

Sunil Soren and Lakkhiram
Soren — were arrested from
Panrui in thedistrict lateunday,
the twominorswere taken into
custodyonMonday,saidthepo-
lice.
“Thesuspects'sketcheswere

drawn on the description pro-
vided by the victim. After iden-
tifying them, we tracked their
mobile phone locations,” said a
seniorpoliceofficial.
On April 14 evening, the girl

was allegedly dragged to a se-
cluded place by a group before

being rapedwhen shewas re-
turning home along with a
male friend who too was as-
saulted.
Shewas admitted to a hos-

pital after the incident.
Whilethetwoarrestedadults

wereproducedinacourtthatre-
manded themto10-daypolice
custody, thetwominoraccused
were presented in a juvenile
court that sent
themtoajuve-
nilehome.
Soon after

the incident,
theBJPandthe
Lefthadorgan-
ised protest
rallies in
Birbhum, al-
legingdeterio-
rating lawand
order, de-
manding ex-
emplary pun-
ishmentforthe
culprits.
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EXTREMEPOVERTYinIndiade-
clinedby12.3percentagepoints
between2011and2019,withru-
ralareasdoingbetterthanurban
centres, according to aworking
paperof theWorldBank.
Indiahasnot releasedanew

household consumption survey
since theNSS from2011. By ex-
tension, the countryhasnot re-
leased any official estimates of
povertyandinequalityforovera
decadenow,addedthepaperco-
authoredbyeconomistsSutirtha
SinhaRoyandRoyvanderWeide.
Earlier,aworkingpaperofthe

IMFhadsaidthePradhanMantri
GaribKalyanYojana (PMGKAY),
whichprovidesfreefoodgrainto
the poor, played a key role in
keepingextremepovertyinIndia
atthelowestlevelof0.8percent

duringthepandemic-hit2020.
"We find that extreme

poverty in Indiahasdeclinedby
12.3percentagepointsbetween
2011and2019butataratethatis
significantlylowerthanobserved
over the 2004-2011 period.
Poverty reduction rates in rural
areasarehigherthaninurbanar-
eas,"saidthepapertitled'Poverty
in India Has Declined over the
LastDecadeButNotAsMuchAs
PreviouslyThought'.
The authors further said ur-

banpovertyroseby2percentage
pointsin2016duringthedemon-
etisation event and fell sharply
thereafter.Ruralpoverty roseby
10basispointsin2019likelydue
toagrowthslowdown."Ouresti-
matesofpovertyforrecentperi-
ods aremore conservative than
earlierprojectionsbasedoncon-
sumptiongrowthinnationalac-
counts and other survey data,"
thepapersaid.

BASHAARATMASOOD
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SIXMONTHSafterUnionHome
MinisterAmitShahinaugurated
a Srinagar-Sharjah direct flight,
ithasbeensuspended,with the
airlinecallingita“management
decision”.
“As of today, it is stopped,"

Airport Authority of India,
Srinagar,directorKuldeepSingh
toldTheIndianExpress. “Asfaras
the reasons are concerned, I
thinktheairlinecananswerthat
better.”
The flight between Srinagar

and Sharjah was operated by
GoFirst (earlier Go Air).
Confirming that the interna-
tional flighthasbeengrounded,
Amir Miraj, manager, GoFirst,
Srinagar, said, “It is a manage-
mentdecision.”
Whilelaunchingtherouteon

October 23 last year, Shah had
said the flight will help boost
tourism in the UT and bring
more investment to J&K.
Sources said the flight was

foundtoeconomicallyunviable,
giventheairspacerestrictions—
Pakistanhaddenied airspace to
theinternationalflight,forcingit
to takea longer route.
The first direct international

flight from Srinagar was
launchedinFebruary2009—Air
IndiaflewonceaweektoDubai.
Thedirectflightwasstoppedaf-
ter sometime and was routed
through Amritsar, before it was
finallygroundeddueto"poorre-
sponse".
Former J&K chief minister

andNational Conference leader
Omar Abdullah had tweeted on
thefateoftheflightthedayitwas
inaugurated:“...hasPakistanhad
a change of heart and allowed
flightsoriginatingfromSrinagar
to use its air space? If not, this
flight will die the way the
Srinagar-Dubaiflightdiedduring
UPA2...”

PALLAVISMART
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DAYSAFTERtheTataInstituteof
FundamentalResearch(TIFR)in-
structed its staffers and their
family members not to post
"anti-government content" on
socialmedia, as it "could lead to
serioussecurityconsequences",
the institute withdrew the no-
ticeonMonday.
The institute onMonday is-

sued a new notice – signed by
Registrar George Antony (retd
wingcommander)–whohadis-
sued theApril 13noticeaswell.
Thenewnoticestated,"Now,

withtheapprovalof thecompe-
tent authority, the notice dated
April 13, 2022, stands with-
drawn." It again added that the
April13noticehadreiteratedthe
existingguidelinesof TIFR.
Theadministrationof TIFR–

aninstituteofreputeforadvance
researchinfundamentalscience
–hasbeenreceivingseriousflack
after it hadonApril 13 asked its
staffers and their families to re-
frainfrompositinganti-govern-
ment content on social media,
including photographs and
videos. The notice had referred
to the observations notified by
the Department of Atomic
Energy, which runs this au-

tonomous institute.
Afterreceivingseverecriticism

questioningthegagorder,thein-
stitute had issued a clarification
onSaturday. Ithadstatedthatin-
structions such as photography
beingforbiddenonTIFRpremises
(excluding residential areas) and
theneed to takepermissionbe-
fore publicly criticising the gov-
ernment had existed earlier as
well."...thepurposeof thenotice
was to clarify that both these
rules apply to social media as
well," ithadmaintained.
On Monday, however, the

TIFR administration, took a U-
turn andwithdrew its April 13
notice.

Militants kill
RPF head
constable in
J&K’s Pulwama

Srinagar-Sharjah
direct flight
suspended

With khichdi, paratha and laddu, Gadchiroli’s
severe malnourishment cases drop by 50%

Thespecialdietprogrammewas introducedlastOctober.Express

SC stays UP decision to
take back land allotted
to Jauhar University

In poll-bound Tripura, BJP to
focus on initiatives for women
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RAISING CONCERNS overmal-
nutrition among children in
Gujarat, Prime Minister
NarendraModi suggested that
thestategovernmentshoulduse
a technology-enabled system
similar to the Command and
Control Centre (CCC) or the
Vidya Samiksha Kendra at
Gandhinagartosensitisepeople
and improve nourishment lev-
els amongchildren.
Pointing out how the Vidya

SamikshaKendrahasmissedout
onphysical activityparameters,
Modi stressed on the impor-
tance of physical education,
which has beenmade a part of
education in the National
EducationPolicy2020.
Modi was visiting the

CommandandControlCentrefor
schools inGandhinagarMonday
evening,markingthebeginningof
his three-day visit to the state,
when he interacted live with
schoolstudents,principals,cluster
resourcecentreco-ordinatorsand
schoolmanagement committee
memberfromBanaskantha,Kutch
andTapidistricts.
“Doyougettimetoplay,”the

PM asked Ashrufa Yunusbhai
Mankanjiya,aClass7studentof
AnupamPrimarySchool,Kheroj,
Danta taluka in Banaskantha,
pointingather lean frame.
Whensherepliedinaffirma-

tion,Modisaid, “Itdoesnot look
like...Youdonotplayanddonot
eat”.
On asking her score, she in-

formed the PM that she tops,
whenModi said, “So that is the

reason you are made to stand
hereandtalk.”
While interactingwith clus-

ter resource centre (CRC) co-or-
dinator of Ambaji, Jayeshbhai
Patel, Modi suggested to use
technology to sensitise people
on right amount of calories re-
quired.
“We are running Poshan

Abhiyan. If we create similar
chartsandtellstudentsthatwith
eating this you get this much
calorie... andstudent tickmarks
what she eats in a day... it will
help them evaluate the daily
calorie intake,”Modi said.
Addressing co-ordinators

and principals virtually, the PM
said,“Allco-ordinatorsandprin-
cipals think and see if you can
programme this in such away
since you have realised how
much technologycanbeuseful.
You are in a phasewhere tech-
nology is easily available, stu-
dents shouldbemotivated.”
Atthesametime,thePMcau-

tionedonlimitingtheuseoftech-
nology stating that it should not
bethateverythingisonline.“You
cannottastejaggeryonline...Like
that sports is very important,
don’t forgetthat,”headded.
Interacting with

Narayanbhai Gohil, principal of
agovernmentprimaryschoolin
Vanki of Kutch district, Modi
stressedonhowphysicaleduca-
tionisapartofschoolandnotan
extraactivity.
“I saw the charts... there is

nothing on physical education,
while it has everything on
English, Maths, Gujarati and
Science.UnderNEP,physicaled-
ucationisapartofschoolandnot
anextraactivity,”hesaid.

PMurges use of
technology to
nourish children

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiat theVidyaSamiksha
Kendra inGandhinagaronMonday.Courtesy:BJP

TIFR withdraws notice banning
‘anti-govt content’ on social media

TripuraChiefMinisterBiplabKumarDebinteractswith
DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghinNewDelhi,Monday.PTI

Trust
governing
thevarsity
isheaded
bySP leader
AzamKhan

Extreme poverty fell
sharply during 2011-19

WORLDBANKPAPER Birbhum ‘gangrape’: 2
minors among 4 held

SXf¿MÑXe¹f ÀUfÀ±¹f d¸fVf³f
¸f²¹f´fiQZVf

d»fÔIY SXûOX ³fÔ 3. ´fÂfIYfSX IYf»fû³fe IZY Àff¸f³fZ, ·fû´ff»f
IiY¸ffÔIY/E³f.E¨f.E¸f./IYf.´fi/2022/2459 ·fû´ff»f, dQ³ffÔIY: 13/4/2022

ÀfÔVfûd²f°f dUÄfd~
Sf¿MÑe¹f ÀUfÀ±¹f d¸fVf³f ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf IZ dUÄfd~ Ii ¸ffÔI /E³fE¨fE¸f/ I f¹fÊ.´fiVff/2022/1583/G23404/21 ·fû´ff»f dQ³ffÔI
03.03.2022 Sf¿MÑe¹f ÀUfÀ±¹f d¸fVf³f ¸f.´fi AÔ°f¦fÊ°f C´f ÀfÔ¨ff»fI (AfBÊ.Me) IZ ´fQ I e ´fcd°fÊ ´fid°fd³f¹fbdö IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ dI ¹fZ þf³fZ
W Z°fb ´ffÂf A·¹ffd±fÊ¹fûÔ ÀfZ AfUZQ³f Af¸fÔdÂf°f dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ ±fZÜ
°f°ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI Cö ´fQ IZ AfUZQ³f ´fÂf ´fiÀ°fb°f dI ¹fZ þf³fZ I e AÔd°f¸f d°fd±f 17.03.2022 ÀfZ ÀfÔVfûd²f°f
I S°fZ W b¹fZ dQ³ffÔI 29.04.2022 I e þf°fe W`/AfUZQ³f ´fÂf ´fiÀ°fb°f dI ¹fZ þf³fZ I e VfZ¿f Vf°faZÊ ´fcUÊU°f SWZÔ¦feÜ
(d¸fVf³f ÀfÔ¨ff»fIY, E³fE¨fE¸f õfSXf A³fb̧ fûdQ°f) WXÀ°ff/-

CX´f ÀfÔ¨ff»fIY, IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ´fiVffÀf³f
E³f.E¨f.E¸f, ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf

IYûSXû³ff ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ IYe °fe³f ¶ff°fZÔ ¶fWbX°f ªføYSXe, MXeIYf »f¦f½ff³ff, ¸ffÀIY ´fWX³f³ff AüSX A´f³ff³ff Qû ¦fªf QcSXeÜ

G-11643/22
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Government of Uttar Pradesh
Office of the Project Director (Nodal Officer), Atal Bhujal Yojna

Ground Water Department
State Program Management Unit,

9th Floor, Indira Bhawan, Ashok Marg, Lucknow-226001, Uttar Pradesh.
Ph. No. – 0522-2287068, 2287233

Website: www.upgwd.gov.in, E-mail: upgwd.atal@gmail.com
Notification No.: 24 /GWD /ABHY /1920-Mech WFM /2022-23

Lucknow: Date: 12 April, 2022
India

ATAL BHUJAL YOJNA
IBRD 8874-IN under Program for Results.

Abridged Version
Invitation for Bids (IFB)

(Goods and Related Services)
(E- Procurement)

Subject: Supply, Installation, and Commissioning of 1920 nos Tamper proof
Mechanical Water Flow meters along with 03 years warranty period under
ATAL BHUJAL YOJNA in Uttar Pradesh.

(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

Interested parties may view and download the IFB with Bidding Document
containing the detailed terms and condition free of cost from the website
https://etender.up.nic.in

(V.K. Upadhyay)
Project Director and Nodal Officer,

Atal Bhujal Yojna
Ground Water Department

Price of bidding document
(non- refundable)

Rs. 2000+ 18% GST= Rs. 2360.00 only

Date of commencement of
Downloading of bidding document

25-04-2022, 15:00 Hrs. IST Server Time

Virtual Pre bid meeting 05-05-2022 at 15:00 Hrs. IST

Last date and time for receipt of bids 25-05-2022, 15:00 Hrs. IST Server Time
Time and date of opening of bids -
Technical Part

25-05-2022, 15:30 Hrs. IST Server Time

UPID-174947 Dt.14.04.2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

PRESS NOTICE TENDER
NIT NO. 01 (2022-23)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sl.
No.

Name of Work Estimated Contract
Value (ECV)/ Amount

put to tender

Earnest Money
(EMD)

Tender
Fees

Date of Release of tender
in E-Procurement

Solution & Tender ID No.

Last Date/ Time of
receipt of tender E-

Procurement Solution

1. Installation of high yield tube well in 13-
Block Trilokpuri in front of Church
under AEE M-(55) AC-55 East-I

48,27,597.00 96,600.00 500.00 13.04.2022
2022_DJB_220567_1

25.04.2022
At

03:15 PM

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 38 (2022-23)

Sd/- (Madan Singh)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)-1

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVERNMENT OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-1

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)-1
M-16, POCKET-E MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-II DELHI-110091
Phone No. 011-22727815, Mail ID: eeeast1djb@gmail.com

Stop Corona
1. Wash Your Hands 2. Wear Mask 3. Maintain Social distance

MOHAMEDTHAVER&
SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, APRIL 18

NASHIK POLICE Commissioner
Deepak Pandey onMonday is-
sued a directive stating that no
onewillbeallowedtoplaybha-
jan or songs on loudspeaker
within 15minutes span before
andafterthecallof azaaninthe
radius of 100 meters of any
mosquesthatappearsunderthe
jurisdiction of Nashik police
commissionerate. Pandey also
issued a directive to religious
places in the city instructing
themtotakepermissionforus-
age of loudspeakers byMay 3
failingwhichlegalactionwillbe
takenagainstthoseviolatingthe
rulewhich includes being “ex-
terned or detained by police”.
Thedirectivewasinresponseto
an “ultimatum” given byMNS
president Raj Thackeray that
repercussions would follow if
speakers onmosqueswere not
removedbyMay3.

The order issued by the
Nashik Police Commissioner
read:“Everychurch,temple,gu-
rudwara andmosquewill have
to file an application at Nashik
policecommissionerateseeking
permissions to use loudspeak-
ers.Thisorderwillcomeintoef-
fect from3May2022.”
Pandeysaid, “Givingazaan is

identified as a customary right
and if any feels that this right is
coming in thewayof legal right
thatpersonisrequestedtoappeal
incourtandifthecourtapproves
thenpresent theorder copybe-
forethepoliceafterwhichneces-
sarychangesshallbemade.”
Even as the Nashik Police’s

is theonlyCommissionerateto
come out with such an order,
the Maharashtra government
will be relyingonprovisionsof
theNoisePollution(Regulation
and Control) Rules 2000 to
wade through the controversy
stokedbypoliticalparties inthe
stateovertheuseof loudspeak-
ers bymosques.
Theacthas specific sections

relatedtotheuseof loudspeak-
ersandpublicaddresssystems,
whichwill be part of thepolicy
thatwillbeadoptedbythestate
government to respond to alle-
gations of the government
favouring a particular commu-
nity. Maharashtra Director
GeneralofPolice(DGP)willalso
betalkingtopolicecommission-
ersanddistrictsuperintendents
across the state on Tuesday to
discuss the strategy to be fol-
lowed in the face of threats of
possibleviolence in thestate.
The state home minister

Dilip Walse Patil on Monday
held a meeting with
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray to discuss
theapproachof theMahaVikas
Aghadi (MVA) government on
the issue. Patil further told the
media that the state DGP
RajnishSethandMumbaiPolice
Commissioner Sanjay Pandey
wouldmeet to draft guidelines
over the use of loudspeakers in
thestate. Sourcessaid thatSeth
was going to meet Pandey on

Tuesday todiscuss the issue.
A senior IPS officer said,

“There is alreadyanact inplace
that deals with issues like the
use of speakers and public ad-
dress systems. The provisions
apply to members of all com-
munities.Wewillbecheckingif
therulesarebeingfollowedand
if not, itwill be re-emphasised.
However, the job of ensuring
that the law is followed rests
with the law enforcement
agency. If anyone tries to act on
their own, actionwill be taken
againsthim.”
Theofficersaidthatwhether

it is azaanorHanumanChalisa,
rules have to be followed. “If
anyoneusestheseloudspeakers
without taking permission, ac-
tionwill be taken against them
as per law.”When asked if po-
licewillbetakinganypre-emp-
tive action against any political
party, the official said, “As of
nowtherehasbeennoillegalact
sowe cannot take any action. If
anyoneactsinanillegalmanner,
actionwill be taken.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

THE DELHI High Court on
Mondaydeclinedtopassanor-
derforadmissionofastudentto
a medical college after it was
told that the disability in her
right handwould prevent her
from properly discharging her
dutiesasamedicaldoctor.
However,thedivisionbench

of acting Chief Justice Vipin
SanghiandJusticeNavinChawla
directedtheCentreandNational
MedicalCommissiontoexplore
the possibility of such candi-
datesbeingabletopursuesome
of thedisciplinesofmedicaled-
ucation, considering the ad-
vancementinscienceandtech-
nology. “The exercise has to be

completedwithin sixmonths,”
said thecourt.
The candidate had earlier

beengivenprovisionaladmission
in the Maulana Azad Medical
College in theMBBS course, but
thesamecouldnotberegularised
onaccountofherdisability—the
thumb, index finger andpart of
middle finger of the right hand
are amputated. She approached
thecourtinFebruary.
The court said it was unfor-

tunate that the student who
otherwise appearedmeritori-
ouscouldnotpursuethecourse
onaccountof herdisability.
“Wefindourselvesunable to

grant any relief to thepetitioner.
This is forthereasonthatassess-
ment of the petitionerwith re-
gard to her ability to undertake
theMBBS course and thereafter

serveasanMBBSdoctorhastobe
lefttotheexpertsandwhichhas
beendoneby the experts of AI-
IMS. In exercise of our discre-
tionaryjurisdictionunderArticle
226of theConstitution,wecan-
not sit in appeal over opinionof
themedicalboard,”saidthecourt.
Thecourthadearlierdirected

the Dr Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital to constitute amedical
boardtocarryoutthefunctional
evaluation concerning the dis-
abilitysufferedbythecandidate.
The board of three doctors said
shewasnoteligibleforadmission
in themedical or dental courses
aspertherequisiteguidelines.
Thecourt lateraskedtheAI-

IMS to answer whether she
wouldbeabletofunctionfirstly
asamedicalstudent,and,there-
after, asanMBBSdoctor.

Statemayrelyonprovisionsofnoisepollutionrulestowadethroughcontroversy

NASHIKPOLICECOMMISSIONER’SORDER

MBBS SEAT:NORELIEFFORSTUDENTWITHAMPUTATEDFINGERS

Explore ways to help students
with disability, HC tells Centre

FourshopsweredestroyedatMuktanandcrossing inVadodara, ina firecausedbya
short-circuitonMonday.Noinjurieswerereported.BhupendraRana

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

The Supreme Court on Monday
pulled up GainBitcoin scam ac-
cusedAjayBharadwaj fornotshar-
ingtheusernameandpasswordof
his crypto wallet with the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
which is probing the case, despite
its earlier direction.
A bench of Justices D Y

Chandrachud and Surya Kant
warned that it would dismiss his
petition to quash the case against
him for not complying with its
March28order.
“Youmust share the details or

we should dismiss it for non-com-
pliance...Youmakeastatementhere

and then no compliance... The dig-
nityof SChastobemaintained.We
are not some Tis Hazari court...,"
JusticeChandrachudtoldseniorad-
vocate Siddharth Dave, who ap-
peared forBharadwaj.
Hearinghispleaseekingquash-

ingof charges, theSChadinAugust
2019givenhimanticipatorybailand
protectedhimfromcoerciveaction
andaskedhimtodepositRs1crore
as security.
OnMarch28,thecourthadruled

that the interim order protecting
him from arrest would continue
“conditionalonthepetitionercoop-
erating fully in the investigation”.
OnMonday,AdditionalSolicitor

GeneralAishwaryaBhati,appearing
for the ED, told the court that
Bharadwajwasnot sharing thede-

tails sought.
She said thewalletswere

with the Pune police, who
had communicated that the
accused had not appeared
before it or shared the infor-
mation.
Dave said his client was

willing to share thedetails in
the presence of his lawyer.
But the bench did not agree
and said, “What is this that
hewants the lawyer for giv-
ing thepassword?First com-
ply with the order... Sit with
them tomorrow, tell them
everything,” the bench said,
asking the ED to prepare a
questionnaire of the details
it wanted and share it with
the court too.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 18

THECENTRE onMonday desig-
natedAshiq AhmedNengroo, a
commanderofthebannedterror
outfit, Jaish-e-Mohammad, and
accused in the February 2019
Pulwamaattack,asaterroristun-
der the Unlawful Activities
PreventionAct(UAPA).
Accordingtogazettenotifica-

tion issued by the Ministry of
HomeAffairs:“Nengroohasbeen
involved in infiltrationof terror-
istsintoJammuandKashmir,who
havebeenresponsible for inflict-
ing various terrorist incidents in
JammuandKashmir ...after run-
ningaterrorsyndicateinKashmir,
thesaidAshiqAhmedNengroois
nowengaged in aperilous cam-
paign to orchestrate terror in
JammuandKahmir,remotecon-
trolledfromPakistan."
According to thenotification,

Nengroo,35,hadbeeninvolvedin
thecasesrelatedtokillingofapo-
lice personnel in Pulwama in
2013;killingofonecivilianin2020
andterrorfunding.
“...it is imperative, in viewof

thedangerwhich the saidAshiq
Nengrooposes to the security of
India, and in order to deter him
fromperpetrating terrorismnot
limited to India, that he shall be
designatedasaterroristunderthe
provisionsof thesaidAct,"itsaid.
FortyCRPFsoldierswerekilled

in theFebruary14,2019terrorist
attackinPulwama.

SC pulls up key accused for
non-compliance with order
in GainBitcoin scam case

Sealed tenders on prescribed
B .O .Q a r e i n v i t e d f r om
registered contractors of
M .U /S ta t e Gov t . Dep t t s
/Central Govt. Deptts for
renovation & painting works of
Various buildings in College
campus upto 11:30 A.M on
30/04/2022.

B . O . Q m a y b e
obtained on payment in cash at
c o l l e g e c o u n t e r u p t o
28/04/2022.

Details may be seen
o n c o l l e g e w e b s i t e : -
http//www.ssinhacollege.co. in.

Short Tender Notice
1/2022-23

S.Sinha College,Aurangabad

Principal

Govt designates
Pulwama attack
accused Nengroo
as ‘terrorist’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL 18

TWOMENwerekilledaftertheir
motorcyclewashitbyanSUVal-
legedly belonging to BJP MLA
Yogesh Verma in Lakhimpur
Kheri district on Sunday night,
police said. The deceased Ravi
Verma (26) and Vikram Verma
(22)werecousins.Localresidents
told police that theMLAwas re-
turning home in the SUVwhen
theaccident tookplace.
“Thefour-wheelerwasseized

and its driverMuninder Kumar,
who is a local resident, was ar-
rested,” said Chandra Shekhar,
Station House Officer of Kotwali
policestation. YogeshVermarep-
resents Lakhimpur Kheri Sadar
assemblyconstituency.
“The victims were on their

way to attend aweddingwhen
theSUV,whichcamefromtheop-
posite direction, hit theirmotor-
cyclenearPankipurpetrol pump
ontheKheri-Bahraichhighwayon

Sundaynight,”policesaid.
Preliminary probe revealed

thatRaviandVikramweretravel-
lingonthewrongsideoftheroad,
they added. “After the accident,
thetwomenwererushedtoahos-
pital butwere declared brought
dead. The bodies have been sent
forpostmortem,”saidthepolice.
Despite repeated calls, BJP

MLAYogeshVerma couldnot be
contacted foracomment.
Meanwhile,SamajwadiParty

president Akhilesh Yadav raised
questionsoverthe lawandorder
situation in thestate.
“Two brothers died after be-

ingcrushedbyacarbelongingto
a BJPMLA in Lakhimpur Kheri,”
healleged.“TheBJPiscontinuing
with impunity the process of
mowing down people with its
double-enginepoweredvehicle,”
Yadavsaidinapartystatementin
Hindi. It also referred to recent
casesof crimeinthestate,claim-
ing that law and order was in a
poor state inUttarPradesh.

WITHPTIINPUTS

BJP MLA’s car mows
down two cousins in
Lakhimpur Kheri: cops

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,APRIL 18

AHEADOF the upcoming festi-
vals, including Eid and Akshay
Tritiya, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Mondayissuedadirectivesaying
thatwhilemicrophones can be
used in religious programmes,
the sound should not be heard
outside the premises and not
cause inconveniencetoothers.
During a reviewmeeting on

lawandorder, thechiefminister
also directed the administration
tonot allowuseofmicrophones
atnewspots.“....everyonehasthe
freedomtopractise theirwayof
worship as per their own reli-
giousideology.Microphonescan
be used but itmust be ensured
that the sound from themicro-
phone does not go out of the
premises. It shouldnot cause in-
convenience to others.
Permissionshouldnotbegivento
installmicrophones at any new
places,” a government release
quotedAdityanathassaying.
“In viewof theprevailing cir-

cumstances,thepoliceneedtobe
extra alert and careful. From
StationHouseOfficers (SHOs) to
ADG should speak to religious
leaders and other eminent per-

sonsofthesocietyintheirareasin
thenext 24hours,” theCMsaid,
directing the administration to
take strict action “against those
whoissuedisturbingstatements”.
Directing officials to ensure

religiousprogrammesareorgan-
isedatscheduledplaceswithout
obstructing the traffic on roads,
the CM said religious proces-
sions should not be taken out
withoutgettingpermissionfrom
the authorities. “Before issuing
permission for processions, the
issuing authoritywill take affi-
davitsfromorganisersformain-
tainingpeaceandharmony.Also,
permissionwillbeissuedtoonly
traditional processions...
Permission should not be given
to any new processions,” the
government releasestated.
The government also can-

celled the leaves of administra-
tiveandpoliceofficialstillMay4.
The chief minister also di-

recteddeploymentofadditional
police forces in sensitive areas
withuseof drones formonitor-
ing thesituation.

UPChief
Minister
Yogi
Adityanath

‘No bhajans on speakers near
mosques around azaan call’

Sound from mics should
be limited to premises,
no new permit: UP CM

New Delhi
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WATCO
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

OFFICER, WATCO.
Ground Floor, Unnati Bhawan,

H.B. Colony, Satyanagar, Bhubaneswar-751007, Odisha, India
Telefax:- +91-674-2571444 E-mail: ceowatcoodisha@gmail.com

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)
1st CORRIGENDUM

Tender Reference No. WATCO (W) - 01/2022-23 Dtd. 12.04.2022
WATCO No. 1503 Date: 18.04.2022

Name of the work:- 1. Construction of 2nd & 3rd floor and Addition and Alteration
of Odisha Water Academy at Basuaghai, Bhubaneswar.
2. Construction of 2nd floor and Addition and Alteration of A & B type quarters at

STP Basuaghai, Bhubaneswar
The following changes have been made in Bid Identification No. 01/2022-23 dt.
12.04.2022
1. Date & time of availability of bid document in the portal from 11.00 AM of Dt.

25.04.2022 to 5.00 PM of 09.05.2022 instead of dt. 04.05.2022 to 5.00 PM of
18.05.2022.

2. Last date / time of receipt of bids in the portal up to 5.00 PM of 09.05.2022 instead
of 18.05.2022.

3. Date & time of opening of technical bids 12.30 PM of 10.05.2022 instead of
19.05.2022.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.
Sd/- (CEO)

WATCO
OIPR- 13194/11/0007/2223

C-96


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R
Late Sep Ramesh Shanwad, Martyred on 19
Apr 2004. Deeply mourned by all members
of 26 MARATHA LI and fellow soldiers.
Your spirit will continue live in our hearts
forever. You attained martyrdom while
serving in poonch sector of Jammu &
Kashmir. You will always be fondly remem-
bered for your contribution to the nation
and the supreme sarifice you made for the
country.

CO & All Ranks 26 MARATHA LI

Late Sep Ramesh
Shanwad

Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

(Mobile No. 96461-07205)
E-Tender Enquiry No.: 7258/P-1/EMP-11956 Dated: 14.03.2022
Dy. Chief Engineer/Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2022_POWER_84222_1 for
Procurement of paddy straw based pellets for Co firing in PSPCL Thermal
Power Plants as per Scope of work.

For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 13.04.2022/06.00 PM onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in RTP-29/22 13582/PB

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

“IMPORTANT”

New Delhi
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A TIME TO HELP
DelhimustshoreupoutreachtoColombo,whileunderlining
thataid is for the people,nota lifeline toRajapaksas

ASSRILANKAbeginstalkswiththeInternationalMonetaryFundthisweek,
there is much that Delhi can do to assist its island neighbour as it strug-
glestoovercomeagraveandunprecedentedeconomiccrisis. Indiahasal-
readyextendedassistanceworth$2.4billionsinceJanuary.Twoelements

of thispackagearecredit lines,oneforfuelworth$500m,andtheotherforfoodandother
essential itemsworth$1bn.Delhihasswungthesehighvaluecredit linesinarecordtime
of fourmonths, betweenDecember2021andMarch thisyear.However, thesewill run
out by the endofMay. An IMFbail-out is bound to take six or eightmonths to finalise.
AsSriLanka'sFinanceMinisterAliSabrytold thisnewspaper, thecountryneeds$3to4
billion immediately in order to meet its import bills over the next fewmonths. At
Colombo'srequest,Delhi isreportedtobeconsideringa$2bnpackagethatmayinclude
extensionof the fuelcredit lineandadeferralofpayments totheReserveBankof India.
Besides this, Indiamustconsiderdipping into itsample foodstocks tosendemergency
suppliesof rice,wheat flour,milkandmedicines toeaseSri Lanka's shortages.Theeco-
nomiccrisis inSriLanka isextraordinary,andDelhi shouldgotheextramile toeasethe
situation there.
Undoubtedly, the crisiswas triggered by the Sri Lanka leadership's faulty economic

policies, including a borrowing spree forwasteful expenditure on non-paying fanciful
infrastructureprojects, ill-advisedtaxcutsthatshrankrevenue,andthefailuretorestrict
imports toessential items. Inexplicably,oneof the itemsthatSriLankaimports is fish. In
2021, evenas thedollar crunchwasmaking itself felt, Sri Lanka's annual importbillwas
$21bn,higher than inanypreviousyear. In thewakeof theEasterbombingattacks that
brought back the twin concerns of terrorism and security, the Rajapaksas, with their
record of themilitary defeat of the LTTE, were re-elected – Gotabaya as president and
Mahinda as primeminister. But the outpouring of people's anger inColomboandelse-
wherehassentaclearmessagetotheRajapaksafamilythattheirpoliticalcapitalhasrun
out. In their term inoffice so far, theyhave succeeded in concentratingenormouspow-
ers in theirhands,beenbrazenlynepotistic, takenactions tounderminerightsandfree-
domsandkeptaliveaSinhala-Buddhistmajoritariannarrative.
Evenas it reachesout toSriLanka,Delhimustmessagemoreclearly than ithasdone

so far that its assistance is aimedatmitigating the crisis for thepeople, and is innoway
intendedasapolitical lifelinetotheRajapaksafamily. Indeed, India,whichhasmanaged
to finalisemany long-pending strategic agreementswith Sri Lanka over the last three
months, must also take the opportunity to convey clearly that it does not view its en-
gagementpurelythroughageopolitical lens,but isagenuinewell-wisherof all thepeo-
pleof Sri Lanka, irrespectiveof theirethnicityor religion.

FREEDOM, UNFREEDOM
ElonMusk'sattempt tocontrolTwitter foregroundsquestions
ofwhere threats to freespeechcomefrom,howtoprotect it

ON THE FACE of it, there is no direct connection between the US supreme
court's2010verdict inCitizensUnitedvFederalElectionCommissionand
ElonMusk's bid to purchase Twitter, a publicly-listed company. Yet, in
essence, themovebytheworld's richestmantoplayarbiterof freespeech

aims tomakeglobal the falloutof thatverdict:Money, and itsuse topromoteparticular
interests, is seenas essential to free speech.Given the “poisonpill” defencebyTwitter's
board,Musk'sattemptatahostile takeovermaywellbescuppered.But the largerques-
tions that the episode has raised remainmoot.Where do the greatest threats to free
speechcomefrom–thestate,powerfulindividuals,ortheAI-ledarchitectureofsocialme-
dia?Howshould the limits— if any—to the right tospeakbe formulated?
In anutshell,Musk's viewsonTwitter echo thoseof politicians—oftenon theRight

— that its contentmoderation tools are an attack on free speech. A self-described “free
speechabsolutist”,hehasbeenatthecentreofcontroversybeforeforallegedlymislead-
ing tweets thathelpedhisbusiness interests. In theaftermathof allegationsof allowing
elections to bemanipulated, andCovidmisinformation, socialmedia sites have indeed
increasedregulation.Someofhissuggestions—an“editbutton”,greatertransparencyon
how content is deemed unsuitable — carrymerit. But his larger, somewhatmessianic
mission—thatcompleteprivateownershipinhishandswillsolvefreespeechdilemmas
—mustbeseen forwhat it is.
The rise of socialmedia has given a handful of companies an inordinate amount of

influenceoverpoliticsandthepublicconversation.And,byeliminatingtheneedforme-
diatorsbetweenthepowerfulandthepeople,theyalsogavetheformerunfilteredmeans
toamplifytheiragenda.IntheaftermathofdecisionslikeCitizensUnited,thishasmeant
that individualactorscanspendtheirwaytocrowdoutother,contrarianvoices.Andthe
near-universal spreadof socialmedia giantshas allowedplatforms tobecomeapropa-
gandafrontier inglobalconflicts.This flies inthefaceofwhatwere imaginedasthecon-
ventionalthreatstofreespeech—ideologically-drivenorganisationsandoverly-power-
fulexecutives.Constitutionalistsfoundthatthemostreasonableprotectionagainstthose
threatsisadecentralisationofpower,thesystemof“checksandbalances”,andgivingall
citizensequalrightsbeforethelaw.Musk'ssolution, intermsof firstprinciples, istheop-
posite:Aconcentrationof power inhisownhands.

CHAI, POLICE & YOU
Police-public relationship isdamagedbydistrust.

Saharanpur’snewpolicecafe isawelcomesteptoreboot

COULDTALKINGOVERchaiandsamosashelprepairthegenerallyunhappyre-
lationshipbetweenpoliceandtheaamjanata?Thatisthehopebehindanew
cafe run by thewomen andmen in khaki in the Police Lines area of Uttar
Pradesh’sSaharanpur.BailoutCafehascomeupoverthedilapidatedremains

of anoldpolice cafeteria. The spruced-up space,withbright pink interiors, ample seat-
inganddecormadewithupcycledwaste,reflectsthehopethatevenarelationshipdam-
aged by years of mistrust can be repaired and restored. This optimism shines through
evenintheexclusionofWiFi—ifpeoplecanlookupfromtheirphone,perhapstheywill
begin toseeeachother in the fullnessof theirhumanity.
Thatthecop-citizenrelationshipis indireneedofarebootcannotbedenied. It isalso

evidentthatthechallengeof repairingandrestoringwouldbeformidable.This is trueof
any place in the country, but arguably, particularly in UP. In the Yogi Adityanath-ruled
state, the police is a favoured instrument of power, used to keep not just the criminals
out,butalsothedissentersdown,andthepopulaceinline.Here,forthepolicetoevenac-
knowledgethatitsuffersfromaseriousimageproblemisamajorstepforward.AtBailout
Cafe, this comes in the form of a stonewall featuringwords like “corrupt”, “scary” and
“rude”whichshowjusthowtheaveragecitizenperceives thepolice.
Havingaccepted thataproblemexists, the task forSaharanpur’s copswill nowbe to

actuallybuildon this initiativeand takeconstructive steps towardsamoreharmonious
bondwiththelocalcommunities.Manyrelationshipshavegrowndeeperandricherover
acuppa.Thisonecantoo.

GSBajpai, Vershika Sharma andMehak Bajpai

RegimechangeinPakistanisunlikelytoheralda
fundamentalshift in ‘civil-military’ imbalance

THE RIGHT TO REPAIR
Indiamustnotbeanoutlier to themovement toempower theconsumer

THETRUMPIAN-STYLEASSAULTonPakistan’s
ConstitutionbyformerPrimeMinisterImran
Khan,whowasremovedfromofficefollowing
aparliamentaryvoteofno-confidenceinearly
April, is the latestdemonstrationof justhow
farsomeof thecountry’selectedleaderswill
gotosecureandstayinpower.
In1971,ZulfikarAliBhuttofamouslytook

awrecking ball to the edifice of the state to
fulfil his ambition to become primeminis-
teratanycost. In1999,theincumbentprime
minister, Nawaz Sharif, moved to accumu-
late absolute power by seeking to declare
himself “Commanderof theFaithful(amirul
momineen)” under a sharia-dominated
Islamic state.
While Bhutto triumphed, he ended up

presidingoveratruncatedPakistanthateven-
tually oversaw his execution. And while
Sharif’sIslamicfantasygainedsometraction,
his effortswere thwartedby amilitary coup
andyears inpoliticalexile.
WhetherKhanwas inspiredby theplay-

bookof his predecessors to attempthis own
gamble ishardtosay.What isclear is thathe
expected to succeedwhere others—more
blessedwithbrainsandlesssanctimonious—
had comea cropper. So,what accounted for
hisassumption,apartfromthewell-rehearsed
claimthatnothingcouldgowrongforonefa-
mously said to be on the “same page” as
Pakistan’sall-powerfulmilitary?
One explanation clearly laywith Khan

greedilyimbibingthecommentaryoflazyob-
serverswho had turned to his captaincy of
Pakistan’s winning cricket team, which
broughthometheWorldCupin1992,assuf-
ficient proof of his skills inmanaging a large
and complex country like Pakistan.
Extraordinaryasitmaynowseem,manywere
seduced.Yetwithinmonthsof takingoveras
primeminister,Khanwas left floundering in
thefaceofeconomicandforeignpolicychal-
lenges that far eclipsed any hazard hemay
haveexperiencedonthecricketpitch.
Khan’s legendary appeal as a glamorous

celebritywithatalentforreachingoutacross
abroadspectrumof society insupportof his
philanthropic causes was anothermuch-
touted asset that enabledhis projection as a
leaderwithaflairtobuildpoliticalbridgesand

deliveronanambitiousprogrammeofreform.
It, too, proved hollow. Khan’s showof bon-
homie, ostentatiously ondisplay amonghis
wealthybenefactors, soonfellawaytoreveal
an ugly habit of verbal abuse aimed at
Opposition parties,whomhe routinely cast
as“thieves”and“looters”.
Facedwithdailyharanguesof corruption

and wrongdoing, it is no wonder that
Oppositionparties chose towithholdco-op-
erationandbehaveasspectatorswhileKhan’s
governmentsankundertheweightofitsmis-
governanceandtheconstraintsofawafer-thin
majority inparliament.
But neither his record ofmisgovernance

nor the vicious treatment meted out to
OppositionpartieswereasfataltoKhan’spo-
liticalfortunesashisill-judgedmovesvis-à-vis
Pakistan’smilitary establishment.Widely
seenasthekeyenablerofKhan’selectoralvic-
tory in 2018, themilitary had grownvisibly
waryof itsprotégé.
AlthoughKhanwaspraisedforhispolicy

of “smart lockdowns” to alleviate the eco-
nomic hardships caused by the Covid pan-
demic,his failure tocontaindouble-digit in-
flation or to arrest the critical depletion of
Pakistan’s foreignexchange reserves fuelled
disquiet.NolessalarmingtoKhan’serstwhile
patronswashis erratic handling of Pakistan
foreign relations, especiallywith the coun-
try’s traditional allies, notably the United
States. These concerns intensified fears that
someof themud thrownatKhanwould in-
evitably come to stick to themilitary— an
ominous development that was already
showing signs of spreading in themilitary’s
mainrecruitinggroundintherichandpow-
erfulprovinceofPunjab.
It was time to let go. As if on cue, a very

publicfalloutprecipitatedbythehubriswhich
nowcloudedKhan’severyjudgementserved
astheopportunityforthemilitarytore-setits
relationswithKhan.
In October last year Khan stepped in to

resist the transfer of General FaizHameed,
Director-General of the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), a close confidante, who
Khanwished to retain in the post in order,
itwas said, tomaximise his chances of be-
ing returned to power at the time of the

next elections.
The feverish public speculation that fol-

lowedKhan’sdecision todelay thenotifica-
tion of Hameed’s transfer sealed his fate.
AfterbeingforcedtoacceptHameed’strans-
fer,Khanwasmadetounderstandthatwhat-
ever policy differences needed settling be-
tween his government and the military,
internal military appointments were not
subject tonegotiation.
Jealouslyguardedasthemilitary’sprerog-

ative, often in defiance of civilian authority,
thematterofmilitaryappointmentshaslong
been a sure-fireway of inflictingmaximum
damageonrecalcitrantciviliangovernments
in Pakistan andhastening their demise—as
wasmost dramatically underscored in the
failedattemptbyNawazSharif in1999tore-
placeGeneralPervezMusharrafasarmychief
that invitedamilitarycoup.
ButitwouldbequitewrongtoreadKhan’s

defianceofthemilitaryasanattempttoreju-
venatedemocracy.Onthecontrary,Khanand
his upwardlymobilemiddle-class base re-
mainfirmlyweddedtoabrandofauthoritar-
ian populism that,much like themilitary, is
openlycontemptuousofpoliticsandthelan-
guage of liberal democracy, which they
roundlyassociatedwitha“schemingWest”.
Itisnotinsignificantthatinselectingatar-

gettoblameforhisremovalfromoffice,Khan
chosetosingleouttheUSratherthanthemil-
itary as the chief culprit.Many have rightly
readthischoiceasacannymovebyKhantore-
viveanarrativeofvictimhoodandconspiracy
by external forces against Pakistan that has
longbeenknowntoplaywell in thecountry,
andnot justamongKhan’sconstituency.
But it also suggests thatKhan regardshis

problemsasstemmingnotsomuchfromhis
partnershipwith themilitary, but from the
“betrayal”byitscurrenthighcommandwho
hebelievesrenegedonitspromisetoguaran-
teeasecondtermforhim.Whatevertheout-
comeoftherecentregimechangeinPakistan,
it is unlikely to herald the onset of a funda-
mental shift in the country’s so-called “civil-
military” imbalance.

Thewriter isAssociateFellow,Asia-Pacific
Programme,ChathamHouse,London

THOUGHTHEWORLDofconsumertechnol-
ogyisbustlingwithelectronicgoods,options
to get them repaired are getting fewer.
Repairing is becomingunreasonably expen-
sive or prettymuch impossible because of
technology becoming obsolete. Companies
avoidthepublicationofmanualsthatcanhelp
usersmakerepairseasily,manufacturershave
proprietarycontroloversparepartsandmost
firmsrefuse tomaketheirproductscompat-
iblewiththoseof other firms.Plannedobso-
lescence results in products breaking down
too soon and buying a replacement is often
cheaperandeasierthanrepairingthem.
However,thistrendischanginginseveral

partsoftheworld.Applerecentlyannounced
thatconsumerswillhavetherighttopurchase
sparecomponentsoftheirproducts,following
anorderof theFederalTradeCommissionof
theUnitedStates,whichdirectsmanufactur-
ers to remedyunfair anti-competitive prac-
tice and asks them tomake sure that con-
sumers canmake repairs, either themselves
or by a third-party agency. Themomentum
is,however,notsostronginIndia.
The rationalebehind the “right to repair”

isthattheindividualwhopurchasesaproduct
must own it completely. This implies that
apartfrombeingabletousetheproduct,con-
sumersmustbeabletorepairandmodifythe
productthewaytheywantto.Theabsenceof
repairmanualsmeans thatmanufacturers
holdnear-monopoly over repairworkshops
thatchargeconsumersexorbitantprices.Tech
giantscontendthatsecurityandprivacycon-

cernsmaycropupifproductsbasedonatech-
nology patented by themare openedupby
thirdparties.However,manycountrieshave
taken initiatives, adopted policies and even
tried to enact legislation that recognise the
“righttorepair”toreduceelectronicwaste.
Monopoly on repair processes infringes

the customer's’ “right to choose” recognised
by the Consumer Protection Act, 2019.
Consumer disputes jurisprudence in the
countryhasalsopartially acknowledged the
right to repair. In Shamsher Kataria v Honda
Siel Cars India Ltd (2017), for instance, the
CompetitionCommissionof India ruled that
restrictingtheaccessofindependentautomo-
bile repair units to spare parts byway of an
end-user license agreementwas anti-com-
petitive. The CCI observed that the practice
wasdetrimental toconsumerwelfare.
Somejurisdictionsoffer limitedscopefor

exercisingtherighttorepair.Forinstance,un-
dertheAustralianConsumerLawconsumers
have a right to request that certain goods be
repairediftheybreaktooeasilyordonotwork
properly.Manufacturersmustprovide spare
parts and repair facilities for a “reasonable”
timeafteran itemispurchased.Theserepair
facilities and spare parts are, however, not
availableafterthespecifiedtime.Thereisalso
noobligationtoprovideinformationordiag-
nostictoolsthatallowpeopletorepairthings
independentlyofmanufacturers.
Repair cafés are a remarkable feature of

theAustraliansystem.Thesearefreemeeting
placeswherevolunteerfixersgathertoshare

their repairing skillswith peoplewhobring
in items such as bikes, clothing, appliances,
andhouseholdgoodsthatneedmending.The
sessions are usually held on a regular (often
monthly) basis in cafés, community centres,
andatvariousothervenues.
TheMassachusettsMotorVehicleOwners’

RighttoRepairAct,2012requiresautomobile
manufacturerstoprovidesparepartsanddi-
agnostics to buyers and even independent
third-partymechanics. The UK also intro-
duced the path-breaking “right to repair” in
2021 thatmakes it legallybindingonmanu-
facturerstoprovidespareparts.
Bigcompaniesoftendeploymechanisms

thatpracticallyforbidotherenterprisestore-
pairtheirproducts.Digitalwarrantycards,for
instance,ensurethatbygettingaproductfrom
a “non-recognised” outfit, a customer loses
therighttoclaimawarranty.
Ifpeoplewanttofixthingsinatimely,safe

and cost-effectiveway,whether by doing it
themselves or taking it to a service centre of
their choice, providing access to spare parts
andinformationisimperative.Awell-drafted
legislationwillnotonlyupholdtherighttore-
pair butmay aid in striking amuch-needed
balance between intellectual property and
competitivelawsinthecountry.

GSBajpai is theVice-ChancellorofRajiv
GandhiNationalUniversityof Law,Punjab,

whereVershikaSharma isResearch
Associate.MehakBajpai isaResearch

ScholaratNational LawUniversity,Delhi

Although Khan was praised
for his policy of ‘smart
lockdowns’ to alleviate the
economic hardships caused
by the Covid pandemic, his
failure to contain double-
digit inflation or to arrest the
critical depletion of
Pakistan’s foreign exchange
reserves fuelled disquiet. No
less alarming to Khan’s
erstwhile patrons was his
erratic handling of Pakistan
foreign relations, especially
with the country’s
traditional allies, notably the
United States. These
concerns intensified fears
that some of the mud
thrown at Khan would
inevitably come to stick to
the military — an ominous
development that was
already showing signs of
spreading in the military’s
main recruiting ground in
the rich and powerful
province of Punjab.

Big companies often deploy
mechanisms that practically
forbid other enterprises to
repair their products. Digital
warranty cards, for instance,
ensure that by getting a
product from a ‘non-
recognised’ outfit, a
customer loses the right to
claim a warranty.
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Food is our commonground,

auniversal experience.
— JAMES BEARDTHEEDITORIALPAGE

INDIA-SAUDI TALKS

INDIAANDSOUTHArabiaaretosetupajoint
commission to give an impetus to their co-
operation in economic and technical fields.
Theministerial levelcommission is likely to
hold its firstmeet inOctoberatavenuethat
will be decided later. The agreement is an
outcome of PrimeMinister Indira Gandhi's
recentvisittoSaudiArabia.Duringthetalks,
the Saudi side indicated interest in India's
economicdevelopmentandthepossibilities
ofSaudicapitalprofitingfromIndianindus-
trial technology and consultancy services.
TheSaudiministersofagriculture,petroleum
andfinancecalledontheprimeministersep-

arately. Mrs Gandhi also called on King
KhaledandPrinceFahdanddiscussedbilat-
eral issuesand internationalmatters.

GOKAK PANEL REPORT
AN INFORMALMEETING f the Karnataka
cabinet discussed the modalities of the
Gokak commission report which recom-
mends the use of Kannada as the first lan-
guage in the state's schools. A decision on
the issuewillbetakenonApril19.Thegov-
ernment it isbelieveddoesnotwanttotake
a decision before the meeting of the
Karnataka legislators scheduled for the
morningofApril19.Meanwhile, the Janata

Party and the BJP have decided to boycott
the meeting. The Janata leaders feel the
meeting will serve no purpose and de-
manded the full implementationof the re-
port's recommendations.

ERSHAD’S CLAIMS
BANGLADESH'SCHIEFMARTIALlawadmin-
istrationGeneralHMErshad thathewould
notdeviatefromhiscountry'sclaimstoshare
theGangawater at the Farakka andowner-
shipoftheTalpattyIslands.Hesaidhehoped
that Indiawoulddisplayaneighbourlyatti-
tude in solving problems between the two
countries.
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Unmasking of Imran Khan

Farzana Shaikh

New Delhi



11
THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,APRIL 19,2022

WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Harrowing accounts of sexual violence by Russian troops in Ukraine are
increasing. Impunity must end.’’ — THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Sceptics will say the regional
dynamic is not all favourable
to India and the UK, and
point to Pakistan— which
has long stuck in the throat
of India’s relations with
Britain. Unlike the US and
France, which are committed
to an “India first” strategy in
South Asia, Britain remains
torn between its new
enthusiasm for India and the
inertia of its historic tilt
towards Pakistan. Delhi is
acutely conscious that
London’s affection for
Pakistan will persist as a
complication. But India is
confident that Pakistan’s
relative decline in the region
is bound to make it a less
weighty factor in India’s
bilateral relations with
Britain. Optimists might
even imagine Delhi
persuading London to nudge
Pakistan towards political
moderation and regional
reconciliation.

INTHEAFTERMATHof the2003American
invasionofIraq,unprovokedandwithoutthe
UnitedNationsSecurityCouncil’s approval,
manyobituarieswerewrittenof theglobal
bodyasitfailedtopreventanunwantedwar.
Almosttwodecadeslater,theUN’srelevance
is yet again debated over similar circum-
stances asRussia, another P5member, has
invadedUkrainewithout theCouncil’s as-
sentoranyimmediateprovocation.
Aunilateralwar,withouttheUN’ssanc-

tion, goes against the fundamentals of its
Charter.Afterall,theorganisationwasestab-
lished,inthewakeofthedevastatingWorld
WarII,to“savesucceedinggenerationsfrom
the scourge ofwar”. Itwas created to give
peace a secure foundation and to uphold
equalrightsofmenandwomen,andof“na-
tionssmallandlarge”.
Criticspointouttheimpunitywithwhich

thefivepermanentmembersoftheSecurity
Councilgoaboutadvancingtheirself-inter-
estsunhindered,as longastheydonotstep
on each other’s toes. Russia chairing the
Councilmeetingtoconsideraresolutionde-
ploringitsownactionswasaptlycompared
tothefoxbeinginchargeofthechickencoop.
Ukraine’s PresidentVolodymyr Zelenskyy
lost no time todemand that a country that
commitswarcrimesshouldnotbeallowed
to hold a permanent seat in the Security
Council.While a change there requires an
amendment to theUNCharter that is next
toimpossible,theGeneralAssemblydidvote
to suspend Russia’s membership of the
HumanRightsCouncil.
WithPresidentVladimirPutinordering

his country’s nuclear forces to heightened
alertstatus,aredlinehasbeencrossed,add-
ingachillingdimensiontotheconflict.Bela-
rus quickly abandoning its status as anon-
nuclear-weapon country, reaffirming its
readiness tohostRussiannuclearweapons
onitsterritory, isafalloutofgraveconcern.
True, theUNcouldnotprevent thecon-

flictinUkraine,thefirstwaronEuropeansoil
formanydecades.True,thestatureoftheUN
stands diminished. Yet, puzzling as itmay
sound, the UN has a pivotal role to play
amidstthewaranditwillcontinuetohavea
significantroleevenafterthewarhasended.
The answer to this puzzle canbe found

inthe2001NobelPeacePrizecitation.(Sofar,
theUN,itsspecialisedagencies,relatedagen-
cies,funds,programmes,andstaffhavewon
the prestigious Peace Prize 12 times).
Awardingthe100thPeacePrizetothensec-
retary-general, Kofi Annan, the Nobel
Committeestateditswish“toproclaimthat
theonlynegotiableroutetoglobalpeaceand
co-operation goes byway of the United
Nations”.Itwasaneloquenttestimonytothe
UN’sraisond'êtreinourtroubledworld.
Eversinceitsinception,theUNhasbeen

at the forefront of several efforts to recon-
struct societies torn apart by conflicts and
tomaintain ceasefire amongwarring par-

ties. The first suchoperation, theUNTruce
Supervision Organisation (UNTSO),
launchedin1948followingtheArab-Israeli
conflict the same year, is still operational.
So is the second one, the UN Military
Observer Group (UNMOGIP) launched in
1949 tomaintain the ceasefire between
IndiaandPakistan in JammuandKashmir.
Each, for different reasons, can be consid-
eredafailure,sinceneitherhasbeenableto
produceormaintainpeace.
Major success stories fromamong the

morethan70peacekeepingoperationsdur-
ingthepast75yearsdoexist,however.They
include, among others, restoring peace in
Cambodia, the Balkans, Timor Leste, and
Liberia—allsocietiestornapartbybrutalcivil
wars.Amongtheglaringfailuresarethede-
bacleinSomaliaandtheinabilitytostopthe
1994genocide inRwanda that killedmore
than8,00,000peopleinjustthreemonths.
Nearly 4,200peacekeepers fromsome

120 countries havedied servingunder the
UNflag,includingmorethan160fromIndia,
thehighestnumberforanytroop-contribut-
ing nation. In 2007, India became the first
countrytodeployanall-womenpolicecon-
tingent to apeacekeepingmission, towar-
torn Liberia. India is currently the third-
largest troop contributor to UN peace
operationswithover5,500uniformedper-
sonnelservinginsevenmissions.
ThetragedyinUkraineraisesimmediate

questions:Whowill stand by the country
duringitsreconstruction?Whowillprotect
themillions of people, internally displaced
aswellasthosewhofledthecountryseeking
refugeelsewhere?Europe’sworsthumani-
tarianandrefugeecrisis indecadeshaswit-
nessedthenumberofrefugeeswhohavefled
toneighbouringcountries,includingRussia,
nearingfivemillion.
HumanitarianreliefhasbecometheUN’s

forte, but it isnot thewhole story.With the
warinUkraineandNATO’sincreasingmilita-
ry build-up in Eastern Europe,more crises
cannot be ruledout. There is no guarantee
thatthewarmaystopinUkraine.Astrayinci-
dentcouldignitemoredisarrayandviolence
ahead.IssuessuchasEuropeansecurityand
armscontrolwillneedtoberesolvedthrough
dialogue to prevent further disaster. In all
these,theUNwillhaveamajorroletoplay.
WhiletheUNwillbegrapplingwiththe

humanitariancrisesunleashedbythewar,
parallel attempts are necessary to restore
multilateralism as the norm of theworld
order. Errant superpowers exempting
themselves from that principle will only
lead tomore catastrophes. Eventually, the
very structure of the Security Council, the
vetosystem,andevenitsmembershipwill
need an overhaul to reflect the realities of
the21stcentury.
However,thosewhorushtowriteobitu-

aries for theUNwhenever it fails to avert a
conflictshouldnotoverlookthefactthatthe
onlyglobalbodyof itskind is thesumof its
partsandcannotexceedthepoliticalwillof
itsmember states. AsDagHammarskjöld,
thesecondSecretary-General,famouslysaid
abouttheorganisation:“TheUNwasnotcre-
atedtotakemankindtoheaven,buttosave
humanityfromhell.”

Tharoor,aformerUNUnderSecretary-
General(2001-2007), isLokSabhaMPfrom
Thiruvananthapuram,andMathewisa
formerspokesmanfortheUnitedNations

THE CURRENTUPBEATmood on India’s re-
lationswithBritain stands in contrast to the
entrenchedpessimism inDelhi andLondon
about their prospects. Althoughmany con-
tentious issues remain, including thevisible
differencesoverUkraine,theoutlookforbilat-
eraltieshasneverlookedasgoodasitistoday.
The bitter legacies of colonialismhadmade
itimpossibleforthetwosidestopursueasen-
siblerelationshipinthepast.Butoverthelast
couple of years, Delhi and London have be-
gunapromisingandpragmaticengagement
devoidof sentimentandresentment.
As PrimeMinister NarendraModi hosts

British premier Boris Johnson this week in
India,themomentisripetoturntheexpansiv-
e new possibilities — in trade, investment,
high technology, defence, and regional
cooperation— into concrete outcomes. The
two bureaucracies have beenworking on a
roadmap to transformbilateral relations by
2030underthesupervisionofExternalAffairs
Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and
BritishForeignSecretaryLizTruss.Modiand
Johnsoncangive itadecisivepoliticalpush.
India’s post-colonial engagementwith

Britainhasbeenriddledwithmultiplepara-
doxes. One is the deeply intimate relation-
shipbetweenthetwoelites thatsatuncom-
fortably with a rough-edged political
relationshipbetweenthetwogovernments.
Delhi’s lingering post-colonial resentments
and London’s unacceptable claim for a spe-
cial role in the Subcontinent generated un-
endingfriction.
The consequences of Partition and the

Cold War made it harder for Delhi and
London to construct a sustainable partner-
ship.Asthetwosidesmakeadeterminedef-
fort totranscendtheparadoxes, theregional
and international circumstances provide a
new basis formutually beneficial engage-
ment.
Central to this is the under-appreciated

role of the US in transforming the bilateral
tiesbetweenDelhiandLondon.ItwastheUS
that first recognised India’s rapidly-growing
relativeweight in the international system.
At the turn of themillennium,Washington
unveiledapolicyofassistingIndia’srise.This
wasbasedonabipartisanAmericanconsen-
susthatastrongerIndiawillserveUSinterests
in Asia and the world. Over the last two
decades, ithas led toaquick transformation
ofUSrelationswith India.
That brings us to the second paradox. At

thedawnofIndependence,IndiasawLondon
asthenaturalinterlocutorwithanunfamiliar
Washington. Britain saw itself as a guide to
the US in navigating the intricacies of the
post-PartitionSubcontinent.That,of course,
didnotdomuchgoodforBritainortheUSin
India.
Today it isWashingtonthat is setting the

pace for Delhi’s relationshipwith London.
Britain wasmuch slower in appreciating
India’s new geopolitical salience. It is now
playing catch up. That India’s relationswith
twokey countries of theAnglosphere— the
USandAustralia—couldbebetterthanthose
with Britain is something thatwould have

beenunimaginable in the1950s. Evenmore
improbablewas the proposition that Delhi
couldbuildtheserelationswithWashington
and Canberra without any reference to
London.
That brings us to the third paradox on

China’s role inshaping India’s relationswith
theWest.ForWashington,thestrategiccom-
mitment to assist India’s risewas rooted in
the recognition of the dangers of a China-
dominated Asia. London in the last two
decadeswasmovingintheotherdirection—
a full embrace of Beijing. Former British PM
David Cameron and the treasury secretary,
David Osborne, had declared a “golden
decade” in relationswithChina in2015.The
CityofLondonwasreadytomergeitselfwith
Asia’s rising financial centre — Shanghai.
ThingswereoncourseuntiltheUSpulledthe
plug on Britain’s China romance. Once the
American deep state decided to confront
Chinesepowerinthelate2010s,Londonhad
to extricate itself from the Chinese
CommunistParty’spowerfulspell.
As theUSunveiled anewAsian strategy,

Britain followedwith its own “Indo-Pacific
tilt” that helped secure the region against
China’s muscular policies. This provides a
verydifferentregionalcontext for theeleva-
tion and consolidation of India’s strategic
partnershipwithBritain.
Scepticswill say the regional dynamic is

not all favourable to India and the UK, and
point to Pakistan—which has long stuck in
the throat of India’s relationswith Britain.
UnliketheUSandFrance,whicharecommit-
ted to an “India first” strategy in SouthAsia,
Britainremainstornbetweenitsnewenthu-
siasm for India and the inertia of its historic
tilt towards Pakistan. Delhi is acutely con-
scious that London’s affection for Pakistan
willpersistasacomplication.ButIndiaiscon-
fident that Pakistan’s relative decline in the
regionisboundtomakeitalessweightyfac-
tor in India’s bilateral relationswith Britain.
OptimistsmightevenimagineDelhipersuad-
ingLondontonudgePakistantowardspolit-
icalmoderationandregional reconciliation.
Thequestionof Pakistanbringsus to the

fourth paradox—the domestic dynamics of
Britain that have tended to sour ties with
India. For long, the reigning assumption in
Delhiwas that the Labour Partywas empa-
thetictoIndiawhiletheTorieswerenot.That
ceasedtobetruequitesometimeback,asthe

LabourParty’svotebankpoliticsathomebe-
gan to target India and its position on
Kashmir.Under JeremyCorbyn,Labourtook
it toanextreme.TheTory leadershiphas re-
jectedthisapproachandhelpedbuildameas-
ureofpoliticalconfidencewith India.
ThecomplicationsgeneratedbyBritain’s

internal politics are not limited to Pakistan
and Kashmir. The bad news is thatmost of
India’sinternalissuesgetpoliticisedinBritain.
ThegoodnewsisthatDelhiislearningtoen-
gagewithBritishdomesticpolitics.Delhihas
figured out that the interconnected politics
of India and Britain — shaped by the large
SouthAsiandiasporaofnearlyfourmillion—
canbecutbothways.
Although the Tories have drawn close to

IndiasinceJohnsontookcharge,therelation-
shipbetween theConservatives and theBJP
leadsus to the fifthparadox. If theToriesare
romantic about theRaj, nationalists in India
bristleattheBritishimperialconnection.Yet,
togethertheyareconstructinganewrelation-
shipbetweenIndiaandBritain.
Forpost-BrexitBritain,theromancewith

thepasthasanurgentrealistbasis—making
thebestof itshistoricties.Havingwalkedout
ofEurope,Britainneedsallthepartnersitcan
findandarisingIndiaisnaturallyamongthe
top political and economic priorities. Delhi
meanwhile has become supremely self-as-
sured in dealing with London. With the
Indian economy set to become larger than
Britain’sinthenextcoupleofyears,Delhiisno
longerdefensiveaboutengagingBritain.
Evenmore important, Delhi recognises

thevalueofadeepstrategicpartnershipwith
London.Itmayberecalledthatformerprime
minister Inder Kumar Gujral had famously
dismissed Britain as a “third rate power” 25
yearsago.Thatstatementwasasuntruethen
as it is today.
Britainremainsthefifth-largesteconomy,

apermanentmemberoftheSecurityCouncil,
aglobal financialhub,acentreof technolog-
ical innovation,andaleadingcyberpower. It
hasa significant internationalmilitarypres-
ence andwide-ranging political influence.
Realists inDelhi are trying to leverage these
Britishstrengths for India’s strategicbenefit.

Thewriter isasenior fellowwiththeAsia
SocietyPolicy Institute,Delhianda

contributingeditoron internationalaffairs
forTheIndianExpress

The pivotal
player

HINDUS AGAINST HATE
ASHINDUS,WEarecalled to recognise
that thedivineresidesequally inall liv-
ingbeings.Thisrecognitionrequiresthat
we affirm the dignity of all beings and
practice the virtues of non-injury
(ahimsa) and compassion (karuna). As
representatives of diverseHindu tradi-
tionswith deep histories, we are dis-
mayedtoseeHinduleadersinIndiaand
abroadopenly embracingHindutva—a
century-oldpolitical ideologythatsees
citizensofotherfaithsasinherentlyfor-
eign and not qualified to enjoy the full
benefits of Indian citizenship. The im-
agesandvideosof saffron-cladsadhus,
sadhvis, andswamiscalling forgenoci-
dal violence againstmillions of Indian
Muslims inDecember2021are a chill-
ing sight that we cannot ignore. And
sincetheso-called“DharmaSansad”in
Haridwar,wehaveseenMuslimwomen
put up for “auction” on an app created
by college students, andhijab-wearing
Muslimgirlsbeingdeniedtheirrightto
equaleducationinKarnataka.Thetime
is long overdue for Hindus around the
worldtobreakourcollectivesilenceand
speakoutagainstthishatethatviolates
thedeepest teachingsofourtradition.

Abhi Janamanchi,KarunaMohan,
andothers

WAIT AND WATCH
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Small

steps'(IE,April18).Pakistan'sovertures
for reviving talks with India are wel-
come. The fact that the neighbouring
country is acknowledging theneed for
economiccooperation to replacepolit-
icalcompulsionsmakesonebelievethat
thetwonationscanmakemutuallyben-
eficial advancements. Having said this,
one needs to wait and watch for the
samethoughttrajectorytocontinueand
take concrete shapewhilewithstand-
ing the expected shrill noises from the
unceremoniouslydeposedImranKhan
andotherhawkishgroups inPakistan.

VijaiPant,Hempur

POLICE SHORTAGE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Consult
thestates'(IE,April18).Therecanbeno
logicaldenialof thefactthatthereisan
acute shortage of IPS officers in the
country.Theissueofshortageof IPSof-
ficersoncentraldeputationatthelevel
ofSPandDIGhasadirectbearingonthe
efficiencyoforganisationsthattheyare
expectedtoserve.Theshort-termsolu-
tion to this issuewould be to increase
thequotaofofficersofCAPFsownpool
tobe considered for positionsnowex-
clusively reserved for IPS officers, and
the government should discuss with
the UPSC themodalities for consider-
ingnot just statepolice serviceofficers
but also CAPF officers to be promoted
to the IPS ranks.

SudipKumarDey,Barasat

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THESINKINGOFtheRussiannavy’sBlackSea
fleetflagship,Moskva,onThursday(April14)
is a major setback for Russian President
Vladimir Putin and the pre-ordained yet ill-
advisedwar launched byMoscow against
UkraineonFebruary24.
Thiswarwill soon enter its thirdmonth

andthe lossof theMoskvahasmultilayered
significanceforbothRussiaandUkraine.The
symbolism of the sinking of amajor naval
shipisdeeplycomplexandimport-ladenthe
world over.Military history is repletewith
talesofmajornavalbattlesandhowthe loss
of a singleshipora flotillaaltered theasym-
metry of that particular encounter andper-
hapsimpactedthelargerwarthatthenation
inquestionwasengagedin.
The imageof amajor surface combatant

— such as a heavy cruiser like theMoskva
(12,500 tons) or an aircraft carrier or a sleek
destroyer — steaming into actionwith the
(national)colourshoistedevokesanemotive
sentiment of the heroic warrior of yore
astride his noble steed going into battle.
Names of ships are often embossed and in-
ternalised in the national consciousness.
Hood for the British, the Bismarck for
Germany, Belgrano for Argentina and the
Khukri in the Indiancaseare illustrative.
The sinking of theMoskvawhether due

to a strike by aUkrainianmissile or a raging
fireandthesympatheticexplosionofammu-

nition ismoot. But the impact in Russia has
beenoneof considerable shockanddismay.
President Putin is reported tohave a special
associationwith the Russian navy and the
Moskvainparticular.Russianstatetelevision
reported the lossof theMoskva sorrowfully
and invoked the spectre ofWorldWar III. A
well-knownnewspresenter,OlgaSkabeyeva,
gravely informedher viewers of the sinking
oftheshipandadded:“Whatitescalatedinto
can safely be calledWorldWar III.” The an-
chor further stated: “Nowwe’re definitely
fighting against NATO infrastructure, if not
NATOitself.Weneedtorecognise that.”
Whether thisgrimprognosiswill unfold

dependsonhowPresidentPutinrespondsto
the loss of theMoskva but it is evident that
thisdevelopmenthascomeasahugemorale
booster for Ukraine and its beleaguered
President Zelenskyy. TheMoskva had ac-
quired a degree of notoriety for Ukrainians
whosawitasasymbolofRussianoppression
andintimidation.Sendingittothebottomof
theBlackSeabyadroituseofdrones(asade-
coytoconfoundthe formidableanti-missile
defence systems on theMoskva) and accu-
ratecruisemissileattacksisbeinginterpreted
asavindicationofUkrainianresolve,innova-
tion and chutzpah. The triumphant victory
sloganamongUkrainiansisthattheRussian
bearhasbeenmaimed.
Many tactical lessons will be gleaned

fromthesinkingof theMoskvawhenmore
credible information is available. However,
a preliminary analysis would suggest that
theRussiannavy’s deployment andprotec-
tion of itsmajor surface assets in the Black
Seaagainstadeterminedadversarywerein-
adequate. Drones and cruise missiles are
nowparforthecourseandmorerecentwars
and skirmishes in both West Asia and
Eurasia/CentralEuropehaveseentheuseof
such unmanned platforms and precision-
guidedmunitions.
Somecommentatorsareclaimingthisto

bethebeginningoftheendofthebigsurface
ship.Butsuchcertitudewouldbebothhasty
andmisleading.TheMoskvawasdesignedin
themid-1970s andwas an “old” ship. The
densityofordnancefittedontheupperdeck
wasalwaysdeemedtobeveryhighascom-
pared tomoremodernwarships and these
are issues thatwill be scrutinisedbyprofes-
sionals.
For India, therearemanystrands related

to the Moskva that will merit review.
Foolproofmissiledefenceshavealwaysbeen
an elusivemilitary objective and from the
PatriotsystemsdeployedinthefirstGulfwar
(forKuwait)in1990-91totheclaimsnowbe-
ingmade about the current technology, the
hit ratio isoftenburnishedtoafault.
Military planners are seized of this chal-

lenge—thevulnerabilityofamajorplatform

at sea against the advent of the nimble, un-
manned aerial platform and the stealthy
lethalityofthelatestmissiles.Moskvaandits
final damage control grapple before it sank
willprovidevaluablecues forprofessionals.
Anotherareathatmaywarrant tentative

comment is the quality of the human re-
source(HR)of theRussianmilitary—andits
navyinparticular.Mediareportssuggestthat
many of the Russian military personnel
pressedintotheUkrainewararerecentcon-
scriptsandhaveshortperiodsof service. It is
notevidentyetastowhetherornotMoscow
hassentitsbattle-hardenedelitetroopsinto
this “special operation”. But the current set-
backswouldindicatethatshorttenureswith
minimaltrainingtoreducestandingcostsare
not conducive to the kind of hybridwarfare
unspooling intheUkrainewar.
Indiaisgrapplingwithsimilarchallenges

— of seeking to reduce the size of itsman-
power-intensivearmythroughshorttenures
for soldiers—and therebyensure fiscal sav-
ings and consolidation. The efficacy of such
policiesmaybeculledfromtheUkrainewar,
as andwhen it concludes—hopefullywith-
out escalating into themajor global confla-
gration that has been so dramatically un-
veiledonRussiantelevision.

Thewriter isDirector, Society forPolicy
Studies,NewDelhi

Lessons fromMoskva

A new shine to old ties
Failure tostopwarsandholdsuperpowers
accountablehasdiminishedUN’sstature.But

don’twriteoff theUNyet

IndiaandUKhave faced legacy issues, fundamentalparadoxes.Now,amidachangingstrategic scenario,
Boris Johnson’svisit iswell timedtomovetherelationship forward

CUday Bhaskar

CR Sasikumar

Forone,sinkingofwarshipexposesRussia’slimitationsinwaragainstUkraine

Shashi Tharoor and
EDMathew

RAJA-MANDALA
by CRajaMohan

New Delhi
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BARIPADA
“e” Procurement Notice for Building Work

Identification No.- Online Tender- Building N.C.B. No. 221
for 2021-22.

Letter No. 1268/ Date: 12.04.2022

O-90

1. Name of the work :- Building works

2. Total No. of work :- 01 No. (One)

3. Estimated Cost :- Rs. 318.16 Lakh (approximately)

4. Eligible Class of Contractor :- As per Annexure

5. Period of Completion :- As per Annexure.

6. Other details :-

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of tender
On-line for bidding

Last Date &
Time of
seeking
Tender

Clarification

Date & Time of Opening
of Tender in O/O

C.C.E.R.W. Circle,
Baripada

From To Technical
Bid

Financial
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief
Construction

Engineer,
Rural Works

Circle,
Baripada

Building
On-line

N.C.B. No.
221

Dt.
20.04.2022

at 11.00 A.M.

Dt.
05.04.2022
up to 5.00

P.M.

Dt.
04.05.2022
up to 5.00

P.M.

Dt.
06.05.2022

at 11.00
A.M.

Will be
intimated

later

� Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in
� Any Corrigendum/ Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender website only.

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

R. W. Circle, Baripada
OIPR- 25181/11/00003/2223

ROURKELA SMART CITY LIMITED,
Rourkela

Udit Nagar, Rourkela-769012,
Email: rourkelascl@gmail.com

BID ID: - RSCL/826/2022 DATE. 14.04.2022
NOTICE INVITING TENDER NATIONAL

COMPETITIVE BIDDING
The Chief Executive Officer, RSCL invites bids from eligible
contractors for the following project:

Tender Fee is Rs. 11,200/- each. The complete BID documents can be
viewed/downloaded from official portal of Rourkela Municipal
Corporation (https://www.rmc.nic.in or e-procurement portal of Odisha
https://tendersodisha.gov.in from 16.04.2022 to 02.05.2022 (up to
17:00 Hrs. IST). Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on 22.04.2022 at 12.30
A.M. in the Conference Hall of RSCL. For queries, intending bidder may
contact General Manager (E&T) vide Phone No. 8249833105 and Email
ID: rourkelascl@gmail.com.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

Rourkela Smart City Limited
OIPR-13080/11/0002/2223

C-83

SL.
No

Name of the Projects Estimated Cost
of the Project

Rs. Cr.
1 Streetscaping of Road in Chhend Main Road

with Operation and Maintenance in Rourkela
on Percentage Rate Basis

3.86

E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE 1. Short term tender is invited
through e-tendering for supply of 11 KV Vacuum interrupter
against tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/MM/14(s)/22-23
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD():- Rs. 83000.00 Last Date of
tender submission & Time:- 04.05.2022 at 14.00 hrs. Date of
tender opening (Part-Ist & IInd) & Time:- 04.05.2022 at
16.30 hrs. 2. Short term tender is invited through e-tendering
for supply of 4000 no. 33 KV Polymeric disc insulator 70 KN
(B&S type) against tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/ MM/
15(s)/22-23 Earnest Money Deposit (EMD():- Rs. 31000.00
Last Date of tender submission & Time:- 04.05.2022 at
14.00 hrs. Date of tender opening (Part-Ist & IInd) & Time:-
04.05.2022 at 16.30 hrs. Note:- In case of any amendment in
tender specification or date of extension, the same shall be
uploaded on e-tender website www.etender.up.nic.in and
www.pvvnl.org Superintending Engineer (MM-I) “Help line
Number For Information of Theft of Electricity: “1800-180-3002
(Meerut), & 9412207451” “SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTEREST OF THE NATION” Sd/-, Superintending
Engineer (MM-I) RO-No. 3865, Dt. 18.04.2022.

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,
Victoria Park, Meerut

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL
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IIVanita SharmaD/oBhushan
lal SharmaR/oC-18 EastArjun
Nagar shahdaraDelhi-110032
have changedmyname
Veenita sharma. 0040610369-1

IITalvinderW/oPritpal singh
R/o 5C/24A,NearKuaiwali
gali, VishnuGarden, Khyala,
TilakNagar S.O,westDelhi,
Delhi, 110018have changedmy
nameTalvinder kaur

0040610365-1

IINiti Devi D/OShri Keshi Ram
W/O, Shri Anil KumarR/oH.no
178. Vpo .nangal Thakranhave
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasNiti.

0040610363-1

IIKhushi Rani D/O,Anil Juneja
R/oG-64/a , Lajpat
Nagar,sahibabadGaziabad,
Uttar Pradeshhave changed
myname toKhushi Juneja for
all purposes. 0040610364-1

II JesmehrGhai D/oSarabjit
Ghai R/o-1, 3rd-Floor,
Gujranwala TownPart-2, Delhi-
110009have changedmyname
to JesmehrKaurGhai

0070781444-1

II Jasrj S/oChandrupR/oH. no.
722/2/3, NearVidhyaPradhan
Wali Gali,MundkaVillage,
Mundka,WestDelhi-110041
have changedmyname Jas
Raj Singh. 0040610316-1

IIHimanshuGupta S/oRaj
KumarGuptaR/o-12, Ashoka
EnclaveMain, Sector-35,
Faridabad-121003have
changedmyname to
Himanshu Jindal. 0070781446-1

IIFr. Gijo ThomasRajanS/O,
RajanThomasR/oTheDelhi
OrthodoxCentre 2,
Institutional Area
Tughlakabad,NewDelhi
110062have changedmyname
to Fr. ThomasVarghese
Puthuppally for all purposes.

0040610374-1

IIAjayKumar S/O, Pramod
KumarR/oPanchsheelGreens
1, F5/1801, Sector 16-b, Greater
NoidaWest- 201306have
changedmyname toAjjay
Kummar for all purposes.

0040610362-1

I,SubhashChander,S/O
BahadurChandR/O-B-31,Delhi
CitizenSociety Sector-13
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toSubhash
ChanderArora. 0040610340-4

I,SALIMS/OALIMOHAMMED
R/oA-113,NewSeelampur,
GarhiMendu, Delhi,have
changedmyname toMOHD
SALIM. 0040610422-7

I,InduRaniW/OKishanGoel
R/OH.No-37-38, Pocket-
25,Sector-24, Rohini Delhi-
110085,have changedmy
name to InduGoel.

0040610340-3

I,BHOORI SINGH,S/O.BABULAL,
ADD-RZ-A-2/31,GALI.NO,2A
SECOND-FLOORDURGA-PARK
NASIRPUR,SOUTH
WEST,DELHI-110045,Changed
myname toBHURI
SINGH.Permanently.

0040610422-9

I,AkhileshYadavR/oC-1803
PlatinumRamprasthaGreens,
Sector-9Vaishali Ghaziabad-
201010,HaveChangedMy
Son’sName,FromNilesh
KumarToNeeleshYadav.

0040610427-2

IItt is for general information
that I,Vijender Singh,S/o-Nanu
Ram,residingat-335/43Village
Khera,G.T.Road
Shahdara,North East-Delhi-
110032,declare that nameof
minehasbeenwrongly-
writtenasVeejayendra inmy
ICICI-BankA/c
No.169401503063,
Pitampura,168 Lok-
Vihar,Branch, Delhi.The
actual-nameofmine is
Vijender Singh,whichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040610413-10

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasTaraKant
Jha,S/oBhoopNarayan
Choudhary,residingat,C-
3/310,Gali.No-2,Pusta.No-
2,Sonia-Vihar,Delhi-
110094,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasTaraKant
Choudhary. 0040610406-7

IIShabanamBanoD/oHaphij
Ulla R/oGaholiyaPost Chilauli,
Gaholiya, KanpurDehat,
Chitauli, Uttar Pradesh-
209303, have changedmy
name toShabanam

0070781439-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasSaurabh
Jha,S/oTaraKant
Choudhary,residingat,C-
3/310,Gali.No-2,Pusta.No-
2,Sonia-Vihar,Delhi-
110094,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasSaurabhChoudhary

0040610406-6

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasNandLal
Jha,S/oTaraKant
Choudhary,residingat,C-
3/310,Gali.No-2, Pusta.No.-
2,Sonia-Vihar,Delhi-
110094,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasNandLal Choudhary

0040610406-5

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasBalmiki
Jha,S/oTaraKantChoudhary,
residingat,C-3/310,Gali.No-
2,Pusta.No.-2,Sonia-
Vihar,Delhi-110094,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasBalmiki
Choudhary 0040610406-4

II,,YYAASSHHTIWARI,S/OPRADEEP
KUMARTIWARI, R/o.M.329-A,
SECTOR-23, SANJAY-NAGAR,
GHAZIABAD,U.P-
201002,CHANGEDMYNAMETO
YASHSINGH. 0040610427-7

II,,TTAANNIIAAWALIW/O
HAMMAD,R/O1330,
RAKABGANJ,GANJMIR
KHAN,DARYAGANJ,NEW
DELHI-110002,HAVECHANGE
MYNAMETOTANIA.

0040610422-10

II,,SSuunniill Tomar S/oNarendra
Tomar,R/o. H.No.-612,Gali.No-
5,Chander-LokColony,
Shahdara, Delhi-110093, have
changed thenameofmy
minor son,fromAman
Choudhary toRonit Tomar
(D.O.B.14/06/2008) for
all,futurepurposes.

0040610406-8

II,,SSoommiiyyaaD/o,No.JC857586F.
NB/SUBRajeshKumarSingh
R/o,C-24,IshwarColony,Arjun
Park,Najafgarh,Delhi-43,have
changedmyname toSomya
all purooses videaffidavit
Dt.18.4.22. 0040610413-2

II,,SSaarraannsshh,,MM//ooVandana,R/oB-I
HarijanBasti-Kondli,Delhi-
110096,nameofminehasbeen
wrongly-writtenas ISHANK in
Ration-Cardbut correct-name
is Saransh. 0040610420-6

II,,SSUUBBHHAAMMBANSAL,S/O-
RAKESHKUMAR,R/O-18,
VASUDA-ENCLAVEPITAMPURA
DELHI-110034, changedmy
name toSHUBHAM
AGGARWAL. 0040610406-2

II,,SSHHYYAAMMPALSINGH,S/O
PAHALVANSINGH JADON
R/o.WardNo.7,Subhash
Road,Joura,Morena,MP.have
changedmyname to
SHYAMPALSINGH JADON.

0040610422-8

II,,RRaajjaannKumar S/O-Subhash
ChanderR/O,F-186,Prashant
Vihar Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changedmy
name toRajanUppal

0040610420-1

II,,PPRRAASSHHAANNTTKUMARSINGH,S/O
GOPALSINGH,R/oHOUSENO
74, I-BLOCK,GOVINDPURAM,
GHAZIABAD,U.P.
201013,CHANGEDMYNAMETO
PRASHANTSINGH.

0040610427-4

II,,PPAARRVVEEEENNMALIKS/OFEMUDIN
MALIKR/oH.NO.497,Vijay
Nagar-2,Rori,
Ghaziabad,UP,have changed
myname toPRAVEENMALIK.

0040610422-6

II,,NNeeeellaammW/O-Subhash
ChanderAroraR/O.B-31,Delhi
Citizen-Society Sector-13
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toNeelam
Arora. 0040610340-5

II,,NNaauummaaaann,,SS//ooMohd
Fahimuddin,R/o F-
595/A,Gali.No.17, Near-Durga
FakiriMandir, Khajoori
Khas,Delhi-110094,have
changedmyname to
NaumaanFahimSiddiqui.

0040610427-8

II,,PPaallaakk Tuteja S/OHarishKumar
R/o-15/115GeetaColony
Delhi-110031,have changed
myname toPiyushTuteja

0040610422-2

II,,NNaarreesshhKumar,S/oTrilok
Chand,R/o 113,Ward.No.6,
Near-Labour-Chowk,Old
Alwar-Road,Sohna
Gurgaon,(Haryana)-
122103,have changedmy
name toNareshKumarSingla.

0040610422-5

II,,MMdd..JJaahhaannggiirr S/oHadishmiya
R/o.House.no.42,
Gali.no.3,Niyader Enclave,
Vikas-Nagar, Uttam-Nagar,
Delhi-110059,have changed
myname to Jahangir Alam

0040610406-9

II,,MMAANNJJEEEETT SINGH,R/o-
20B,SRIJANAPARTMENTS,B-
9/8,SECTOR-62, NOIDA,NEAR-
FORTISHOSPITAL,
GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR,U.P-
201301,CHANGEDMYMINOR
DAUGHTERNAMEDISHIKATO
DISHIKAPANGHAL.

0040610427-5

II,,MMAANNIISSHHAGRAWAL, S/o-
LAKHANLALAGRAWALR/o-
516/2 EXPRESSGARDEN
VAIBHAV INDIRAPURAM
SHIPRASUNCITYGHAZIABAD,
U.P-201014,Changedmyname
toMANISHKUMARAGRAWAL.

0040610413-6

II,,LLaacchhmmaann S/oDhanraj,R/O I-62
ODSLajpatNagar-4NewDelhi-
110024,have changedmy
name fromLakhan
Keswani,for all purposes.

0040610422-1

II,,KKiisshhoorreeKumarNagpal S/o
ParmanandNagpal R/oBJ-
78,East ShalimarBaghDelhi-
110088,changedmyname to
KishoreKumar. 0040610427-1

II,,KKAAJJAALLDHINGRAW/O-VARUN
SHAHR/O-FLAT.NO-D-
178,PUNDRIK-VIHAR
PITAMPURA,DELHI-110034,
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
KAJALDHINGRASHAH.

0040610340-1

II,,JJCC--667766004499FFNb
Sub/Clk(SD)Ramesh
Yadav,R/oAmer,
Navanagar,Vaishali,
Bihar,have changednameof
minor sonRidhimaanYadav to
Ridhimaan,vide-affidavit
No.IN-DL19107981105631U
dated-14/4/2011. 0040610340-6

II,,IIsshhaaGoyal,W/oRakeshGoyal,
R/oUP-92, PitampuraDelhi-
110034, have changedmy
name to IshaNayyar

0040610420-3

II,,IInnddrraanniiMukherjee,W/OShri
BimalMukherjee,R/O-House
No-439,First Floor,Shakti
Khand-4,Shipra Sun
City,Indirapuram,Ghaziabad,U
ttar Pradesh-201014,have
changedmyname toUma
Mukherjee for all purposes.

0040610413-3

II,,HHiimmaannsshhuuPanwar,S/o
Sh.KuldeepSingh,R/o
G.14/51,Sector.15,
Rohini,NorthWest-
Delhi.110089,MyRation-card
No.077004267775,mynamehas
beenmentionedasHimanshu
Tanwar insteadofHimanshu
Panwar.MyCorrect-Name is
HimanshuPanwar.For
All,FuturePurposes.

0040610340-7

II,,HHaarriisshhKumarKukreja S/o
JethaNandKukreja, R/o 9/92,
SF,RameshNagarDelhi-
15,have changedmyname to
HarishKukreja. 0040610340-2

II,,HHAARRSSHHUULL S/o-RISHIPALR/O-
466OPPOSITECHAND
JEWELLERSDEOBAND
SAHARANPUR,UTTAR
PRADESH-247554.Changedmy
name toHARSHULROHILLA.

0040610413-5

II,,GGHHAANNSSHHAAYYAAMM S/O-BALRAM
R/O-C-8/6M.I.G FLATS
LAWRENCEROADKESHAV
PURAM,DELHI-110035,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
GHANSHYAMMEENA.

0040610413-4

II,,DDIINNEESSHH SHARMA,S/O-NK
SHARMAR/O-FLAT.NO-
43,AKANKSHAAPARTMENT
B.9/12 SECTOR-62,NOIDA
GAUTAMBUDHA-NAGAR,
U.P.201301, Changedmyname
toDINESHCHANDSHARMA.

0040610420-2

II,,AAttuullKumar Jain S/OSatish
Chand JainR/o-104Manak
ViharDelhi-110092,have
changedmyname toAtul Jain

0040610422-3

II,,CCHHEETTAANN SHARMA,S/OSHRI
S.M.
SHARMA,R/O.H.NO.34,VIJAY-
BLOCK, LAXMI-NAGAR,DELHI-
110092,HAVECHANGEDMY
MINORDAUGHTERNAME
NISHITASHARMATONAYRA
SHARRMA, FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040610420-7

II,,CCHHAANNDDEERRKUMAR,S/OLAL
CHANDDHINGRA,R/OB-4/91-C,
BLOCK.B-4 KESHAV-PURAM
DELHI-110035,HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOCHANDERKUMAR
DHINGRA. 0040610422-4

II,,BBaalljjiitt SinghS/oPyaraSingh
R/o 20,BlockBFPoorvi Shalimar
Bagh,Delhi-110088,have
changedmyname toBaljeet
Singh. 0040610406-10

II,,BBaalljjiittKaur,W/OGurjeet Singh
R/O,1696, G/F, Outram-Lines
KingswayCamp,G.T.B.Nagar-
Delhi-110009, havechangedmy
name toBaljeet Kaur

0040610413-7

II,,AAnnjjaannaa,,WW//oo Jitender
Kumar,R/o-310, NewDelhi
ApartmentsVasundhra
EnclaveDelhi-110096,Have
ChangedMyNameToAnjana
Dutt. 0040610427-3

II,,AAnniirruuddhhPradeepTewari,S/o
PradeepKumarR/O.Flat-203,
Tower-5,OrchidPetals, Sohna-
Road,Gurgaon-122018,have
changedmyname toAnirudh
Tewari. 0040610406-1

II,,AANNIITTAADEVIW/O-DHARAMBIR
SINGH,R/O-HOUSE.NO-3309
PART-3 SECTOR-15,SONIPAT
HARYANA-131001,changedmy
name toANITAKHATRI.

0040610406-3

II,,AAKKAANNSSHHAAKHANDELWAL,W/O
SUHASGOEL,R/oD501, AJNARA
INTEGRITY, RAJ-
NAGAR,EXTENSION,
GHAZIABAD,UTTARPRADESH
201003,CHANGEDMYNAMETO
AKANSHAGOEL. 0040610427-6

II,,VineetNayar s/oShri S.N
Nayar agedabout 60 years
resident ofA-178, Sector 40,
Noida-201301, Uttar Pradesh,
state thatmyname is spelled
both asVeneetNayar and
VineetNayar andboth
spellings are correct for all
legal purposes. 0040610200-1

II,,ShailendraSinghRawat S/O
Mahavir SinghRawat, R/o Flat
No- 2916/29, FloorOrchid
Tower, SKAGreenarch, Sector
16BGreaterNoidaWest,
OppositeNiralaAspire,
GautamBuddhaNagar, Uttar
Pradesh- 201310. Declare that
NameofMyFather hasbeen
wronglywrittenasMahbir
SinghRawat inmyPassport
No- P9672045. Theactual name
ofMyFather isMahavir Singh
Rawat,whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0070781411-1

II,,SandhyaRajendraGupta,W/O
NavneetGuptaR/oH-406, T-3,
Daffodils, AdarshPalmRetreat,
Bellandur, Bengauluru,
Karnataka-560103. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
SandhyaGupta. 0070781400-1

II,,RitikaKukrejaW/oKishor
KumarR/oHouseNo-
291,PocketG-22, Sector-
7,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname from
ReetikaKukreja toRitika
Kukreja. 0040610413-1

II,,RajatAgarwal S/ORajiv Kishor
Agrawal, R/oGeetaTraders,
Shanti Nagar, RailwayStation
Road, Kewalpur, Bahraich,
Uttar Pradesh- 271881. Declare
thatNameofMineandMy
Father hasbeenwrongly
written asRajatAgrawal and
Rajiv KishoreAgrawal inmy
Educational Document. The
actual nameofMineandMy
Father areRajat Agarwal and
Rajiv KishorAgrawal,which
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0070781410-1

II,,Pooja ThakurW/oSh. Yogesh
kumarandD/oSh. Arvind
Thakur, agedabout 27 years,
R/o E-44/C-55, NewSeemaPuri,
Jhilmil, VivekVihar, EastDelhi -
110095, declared that; Pooja
ArvindThakur, PoojaArvind
kumarThakur andThakur
PoojaArvindKumar areone
and the sameperson.
hereinafter Iwill usemyname
asPooja Thakur for all
purposes. 0040609841-1

II,,NareshKumarYadav, S/oSheo
RamR/oB-28, Phase-1,Aaya
Nagar, NewDelhi-110047,have
changedmyname from
NareshKumarYadav toNaresh
Kumar, videAffidavit dated
13/04/2022, atMehrauli, New
Delhi . 0040610327-1

II,,MehboobAlamS/O
MohammedQamruddin, R/oG-
43, 3rd Floor,MohanGarden,
UttamNagar,WestDelhi-
110059, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asAlamMehboob.

0070781401-1

CCoonnttaacctt P.D.KumarAstrologer
for expert future guidelines
andmost accurate solution for
health,marriage, career etc.
Mail at
astrologer_kumar@yahoo.co
m for complete details.
Satisfactionassured.

0050194439-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT MR.
PRAVEEN KUMAR SONI S/O LATE SH.
RAMESH KUMAR SONI R/O H.NO. 9C,
GROUND FLOOR, OM VIHAR PHASE
IA, UTTAM NAGAR, NEW DELHI
110059 HAS SEVERED ALL HIS
RELATIONS WITH HIS MOTHER SMT.
SAROJ SONI, SISTER SMT. SWEETY
ANAND AND HER FAMILY BECAUSE
OF THEIR BEING UNDER STRONG
INFLUENCE OF BROTHER-IN-LAW
MR. KAMAL ANAND. MY CLIENT
SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY ACT,
DEEDS OR DEALINGS DONE BY
THEM.

Sd/- Balvinder S. Mouji (Advocate)
(D/341/04)

X-34A, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Inderjit S/o Sh. Ram
Niwas R/o N-12B/566, Kabir Nagar,
Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi have
debarred and disowned his son Rohit &
his wife Sangeeta from all his movable
and immovable properties due to their
disobedience. My client have also
severed all his relations with them. If
anybody deals with them in any
manner, he/she shall do so at his/her
own risk, costs and consequences. My
client shall not in any manner liable and
responsible for the same.

Sd/-
Anil Kumar Singh

Advocate
Ch. No. 190, Civil Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Shivam Taparia S/o Sh. Radhey
Shyam Taparia, R/o 1/5485, Street
No: 16C, Balbir Nagar Extension,
Shahdara, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110032, declare that name of my
father and mother has been wrongly
written as Radhe Shyam Taparia
and Supriya in my 10th and 12th
class marksheets & certificates and
name of my mother has been
wrongly written as Supriya in my
birth certificate. The actual name of
my father and mother are Radhey
Shyam Taparia and Supriya Taparia
respectively, which may amended
accordingly.

´fd¶»fIY ³fûdMXÀf
Àf½fÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI
¸fZSe ¢»ffBaM Àfb³fe°ff Vf¸ffÊ w/o ÀfbSmVf Ib ¸ffS
Vf¸ffÊ d³f½ffÀfe E³f 28 1st µ»fûS ¸f»I f ¦faªf
dQ»»fe ³fZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf »fûIZ Vf Vf¸ffÊ ½f CÀfI e
´f°³fe OZªfe Vf¸ffÊ IZ ¦f»f°f ¨ff»f ¨f»f³f IZ
I fS¯f A´f³fe ¨f»f A¨f»f Àfa´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQJ»f
I S dQ¹ff W` ¹fdQ ½fZ ·fd½f¿¹f ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ÀfZ I ûBÊ
·fe »fZ³f QZ³f I S°fZ W`Ô °fû ½fZ CÀfIZ À½f¹fa
dªf¸¸fZQfS WûÔ¦fZÜ

Sd./-
GULZARI LAL Adv.
Chamber no. K-138,
near Tehsil building

Tis Hazari court Delhi-54

IN THE COURT OF
SH. BHARAT PARASHAR

DISTRICT JUDGE
(COMMERCIAL COURT)-01
CENTRAL, ROOM NO. 308

TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5, Rules 20 of the Code

of Civil Procedures)
SUIT NO-CS(COMM) NO.
284/2019
ASHA RAM & SONS PVT LTD

... Plaintiff
VS

M/S APEX FOODS & ANR.
... Defendant

To,
1. M/S. APEX FOODS
THROUGH ITS PARTNER /
MANAGER
PLOT NO. 5 STREET NO. 1,
WAZIRPUR ROAD NEHAR PAR,
OLD FARIDABAD- 121002,
HARYANA.
2. SH. MANISH AHLAWAT
(PARTNER)
PLOT NO. 5, STREET NO. 1,
WAZIRPUR ROAD NEHAR PAR
PAR, OLD FARIDABAD- 121002,
HARYANA.
EMAIL. ID- not available
PHONE NO:- not available
WHEREAS you are intentionally
evading service of summon it is
hereby notified that if you shall not
defend the case on the
27.04.2022 the day fixed for the
final disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.
Given under my hand and the
seal of the court, this 11.04.2022.

Sd/- District Judge
(Commercial Court)SEAL

MOHINDER DHAWAN (Advocate)

Bar Room 3 Civil Side TisHazari, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to all general

public that my client Vijay Kumar

Sharma S/o Khairati Lal Sharma

R/o 9/45, Ground Floor, Subhash

Nagar, New Delhi-110027 have

disowned and debarred his son

Sunil Sharma & his wife Shikha

Vishwakarma from all his move-

able and immovable properties

& severed all relations. Any body

dealing with them in any manner

whatsoever will be doing so at

his/her own cost, risk & responsi-

bilities. My client and his family

members will not be responsible

for any of their act.

½¹fd¢°f¦f°f

¸f`Ô ¶f¶f»fe W/O Àfc¶fZQfS AVfûI Ib ¸ffS,
d³f½ffÀfe ¦ffh½f ¶f»fe, ´fûÀM ¶f»fe °fWÀfe»f
¶ff¦f´f°f dªf»ff ¶ff¦f´f°f 250601 (C.´fi.),
¸fZSm ´fd°f IZ Àf`³¹f I f¦fªff°fûÔ ¸fZÔ ¸fZSf ³ff¸f
¶f¶f»fe QZ½fe AüS ªf³¸fd°fd±f
23/11/1976 W` ªf¶fdI ¸fZSf ÀfWe ³ff¸f
¶f¶f»fe AüS ªf³¸fd°fd±f 03/12/1973 W`
IÈ ´f¹ff I SIZ ¸fZSm ´fd°f IZ Àf`³¹f I f¦fªff°fûÔ
¸fZÔ ¸fZSf ³ff¸f ½f ªf³¸fd°fd±f ÀfWe I SmÔÜ

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public at large that my
client Harcharan Lal and his wife Indu Devi
both R/o H.No. B-1/63, UGF Flat No.1, Sewak
Park, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-59 has disowned and
debarred and seized all relation with their son
Rajesh Kumar & his son Rishabh Paras from
their all movable and immovable properties due
to his misconduct and cruel behaviour. My client
shall not be held responsible for any of his acts,
deed and things in whatsoever in any manner
and if anyone deals with them shall be deal as
per his / her own risk, cost and consequences.

Shashikant (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Court, Delhi-32

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENTS SH. HARISH KUMAR
SHARMA AND HIS WIFE SMT. GEETA
DEVI BOTH RESIDENT OF SHRI SHYAM
BABA CHOWK, PANDIT MOHALLA, 138,
VILLAGE KHERA KHURD, DELHI
SEVERE ALL RELATIONS FROM THEIR
SON MOHIT KUMAR FROM THEIR
ENTIRE MOVEABLE IMMOVABLE
PROPERTY DUE TO HIS
DISOBEDIENCE, OUT OF CONTROL
AND HOSTILE BEHAVIOUR. MY CLIENTS
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS
ANY ACTS AND DEEDS IN FUTURE.

Sd/-
JUGNU SAINI

ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO. 1223,

ROHINI COURT COMPLEX,
ROHINI, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOW ALL MEN that my clients Sh.
Ramesh Kumar S/o Late Sh. Karam
Chand and his wife Smt. Shanti Devi both
R/o JC-16E, DDA Flats, Hari Encalve, Hari
Nagar, New Delhi-110064 have severed
all their relations with their son Sh. Ravi
Kumar Sharma and have debarred him
from all their movable and immovable
properties. Anyone dealing with him in any
way or manner whatsoever shall be doing
at his own risks and consequences and
my clients shall not be responsible for any
of his acts and deeds.

Sd/-
J.S. KALRA

Advocate
Ch. No.: 296, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Deihl-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
The original Documents such as GPA,
Deed of Sale Agreement, indemnity
Bond, Affidavit and other documents
dated 10.02.1995 executed by Sh.
Nareah Kumar Gupta S/o Sh. R.K.
Guptain in the name of Smt. Nandita
Gupta W/o Sh. Rakesh Gupta and
original documents such as GPA,
Agreement to Sell, Affidavit and other
documents dated 12.07.2001 executed
by Smt. Nandita Gupta wife of Sh.
Rakesh Gupta in the name Sh. Ritesh
Gupta S/o Sh. Ashok Kumar Gupta in
respect of Shop Nos.115 & 117, on First
floor of Property No.C-51, out of
Kh.No.353/3, situated at Mahendru
Enclave, Delhi-110033 have been lost
somewhere and not traceable till date.
If Someone found then please contact
us Ritu Gupta 9354581106

PUBLIC NOTICE
This General Public is hereby
informed that my Client Sh. Bhim
Singh Verma S/o Late Hari Singh R/o
D-13/67, Sec-8, rohini, delhi-110085
has severed all his relation from his
sons Jitender Kumar, Develder
Kumar & Chetan Verma along with
their wife and children/ legal heirs
and has disowned/ debarred them
from all his movable and immovable
properties because they are not
obedient of my client.
Anybody dealings with them do at its
own risks, my client shall not be
responsible for any kinds of their acts.

Sd/- SURENDER KUMAR
(Advocate)

Enrl. No. D/152/1988

II,,KMJYOTID/O JAI PRAKASH
SINGH, R/OH.NO- 572, Sector-
22ChaudaRaghunathpur,
Noida, GautamBuddhaNagar
Uttar Pradesh- 201301has
changedmyname to JYOTI
SINGH for all futurepurposes.

0070781406-1

II,, Jatin@ JatinKumar Sharma
S/oRameshKumar Sharma
R/oD-27, Hari Nagar, Clock
Tower, NewDelhi-110064, have
changedmyname to Jatin
KumarDevgan, for all future
purposes. 0040610318-2

II,, JAYADEVIW/O JAI PRAKASH
SINGH, R/OH.NO- 69, village -
semari, itwa, Semri,
Siddharthnagar, Uttar
Pradesh- 272192has changed
myname to JAYRAO for all
futurepurposes. 0070781405-1

II,, JAYPRAKASHSINGHS/O
DHRAMRAJ SINGH, R/OH.NO-
69, gram -semari, post-semari
khancoat, thana-tahsil-itwa,
Semri, Siddharthnagar, Uttar
Pradesh- 272192has changed
myname to JAI PRAKASH
SINGH for all futurepurposes.

0070781403-1

II,, IndereshKaushik, spouseof
Anil Kumar, resident ofV+PO-
Kundli, Dist.-Sonipt, Haryana -
131028have changedmyname
from IndereshKaushik to
Indreshvideaffidavit dt
05/04/2022beforeGhaziabad
court. 0040610420-5

II,,Habibuddin S/oHajiMohdDin
R/oH.No.6817. Gali LambiWali
AhataKidara,Mohd Ismail
Marg, BaraHinduRao, Delhi-
110006have changemyname
toSHEIKHHABIBUDDIN for all
purposesasper theAffidavit
andmy father name is
wronglywritten inmy
documents as HajiMohdDin
insteadof SHEIKH
MOHAMMADDIN. 040610371-1

II,,DrManeeshKAgarwal S/ORK
Agarwal, R/o 8-2-120/114/96A
SrinilayaAsianManor LV
PrasadMargKhaira
Hyderabad-500034, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasDr
ManeshAgarwal.

0070781409-1

II,,Dharamveer S/oSh. JanakR/o
H.No.179, Janta Flats, Vivek
Vihar, Phase-I, Delhi-110095,
have changedmyname to
Karamveer for all purposes.

0040610335-1

II,,CHAKRASH KUMAR
SAWHNEYS/oMADANLAL
SAWHNEYR/oA-104 Second
Floor Saraswati Vihar,
Pitampura, Delhi have
changedmynameas
CHAKRESHSAWHNEY
permanently. 0040610329-1

II,,BIRENDERSINGHNAIN, S/o
JOGI RAM,R/O- 344, Block-G,
Gali No-3, RajendraPark,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122001
HaveChangedmyname to
BIRENDERSINGH for all
purposes. 0070781427-1

II,,Anil KumarAgrawal S/oRam
GopalAgarwal R/o F-201, D-8A,
Pearl GatewayTowers, Sector-
44A, G.B.Nagar, U.P., have
changedmyname toAnil
KumarAgarwal. 0070781447-1

II,,Akriti AgrawalD/oAnil Kumar
Agarwal R/o F-201, D-8A, Pearl
GatewayTowers, Sector-44A,
G.B.Nagar, UP, have changed
myname toAkriti Agarwal.

0070781453-1

II,,AainaSharmaW/oRohit
SharmaD/oRanjanSharma
R/oA-104, GulabBagh, Uttam
Nagar, NewDelhi-110059, have
changedmynameafter
marriage toKavyaSharma, for
all futurepurposes.

0040610318-1

II,,ENAYATKAURBANGAD/o
MandeepSingh, R/o 672A, Gali
No.7, Govindpuri, Kalkaji, New
Delhi-110019have changedmy
name toENAYATKAUR.

0040610331-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD
LLoossttmyoriginal Payment
Receipts, DemandLetter,
Allotment Letter&Other
DSIIDCDocuments ofM/sChic
BagsPartnerKunal Vermaat
2900, KaliMasjid, Bazar Sita
Ram,Delhi-110006. Findermay
Contact-at abovenoted
address. 0040610377-1

II,,UshaRani R/o.H-161, Ashok
Vihar, Phase-1, Delhi-110052
has lost theoriginal
conveyancedeed inmy
husband’s nameLate Shri Ravi
KumarTooraof residential
plot bearingNo.B-1802-D,
admiring 167 sq.mtrs,
ShushantCity, Kundli, Dist.-
Sonipat. If anyone finds the
saiddocument, kindly contact
onmobile no.9971521969.

0070781454-1

II,,Niraj GargS/o Jai Prakash
Garghave lostmyOriginal
Agreement forAllotment
letter of Flat.No.24122, Tower-
24, ATSGreensParadiso,
Sector-Chi-4, GreaterNoida.

0070781456-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the General
Public, that my client Smt. Sumitra
W/O Late Sh. Dilbagh Singh, R/O
H.NO.125, Village Sultanpur Dabas,
P.O. Pooth Khurd, Bawana New Delhi
110039 has severed all kinds of
relation with her daughter in law
namely Ritu W/O Late Sunil Dabas,
who is not under control of my client
and she along with her 2 minor
children (Harsh & Vinay) is already
residing separately due to her
quarrelsome nature and rude
behavior. The said daughter in law
never pay any respect towards my
client, rather having ill intention to
eliminate my client, therefore, owing to
her nature, conduct and ill motive, my
client hereby disowned her as well as
her 2 children from all the movable
and immovable properties belonging
to my client, which are situated in
Delhi and in Haryana with immediate
effect and debarred her from inheriting
any movable and immovable
properties of my client. It is further
made clear through this general notice
that my client is having no concern
with the dealings and activities of her
said daughter-in-law (Ritu) and if any
person dealing with her in any manner
will be doing at his/her own risks and
consequences and my client will not
be responsible or liable for same in
any form or manner.

Sd/- (S.K. Sangwan)
En. No. D/1310/2000 ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 807, Lawyers Chamber,
Dwarka Court, New Delhi-110075

(Mob. 9810699132)

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Uday Vohra S/o Sh. Aman Vohra
R/o H.No 1071-A, Housing Board
Colony, Sector-29, Faridabad,
Haryana-121008 hereby declare
that name of mine, my father and my
mother has been wrongly written as
Uday, Aman and Ritika in my birth
certificate and name of my mother
has been wrongly written as Ritika
Vohra in my 10th and 12th class
mark-sheet and certificates. The
actual name of mine, my father and
my mother are Uday Vohra, Aman
Vohra and Prem Vohra, which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC AT LARGE THAT MY CLIENT
SH. SUNDAR LAL, S/O LATE SH. JAGESHWAR, R/O W-
83/32, GARIB BASTI, RAMA ROAD, ZAKHIRA, WEST
DELHI, DELHI- 110015, HAS DISOWNED HIS SON
NAMELY (1) VIJAY KUMAR, S/O SH. SUNDAR LAL, HIS
WIFE NAMELY SMT. MANJU & THEIR CHILDREN (2) AJAY
KUMAR, S/O SH. SUNDAR LAL, HIS WIFE NAMELY SMT.
POONAM & THEIR CHILDREN FROM HIS ENTIRE
MOVEABLE AND IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES ACQUIRED
OR TO BE ACQUIRED IN FUTURE BY MY CLIENT NAMED
ABOVE, MY CLIENT ABOVE NAMED HAS ALSO SERVED
HIS ALL RELATIONS WITH THE ABOVE NAMED SONS
AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAWS AND THEIR RESPECTIVE
CHILDREN ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR IMPERTINENT,
DISRESPECTFUL, INDISCIPLINED, AND THREATFUL
BEHAVIOUR AMOUNTING TO HIS UNBECOMING OF
SONS AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAWS OF MY CLIENT TO THE
EXTENT OF ENDANGERING HIS LIVES, LIMB,
PROPERTY, SELF RESPECT AND MENTAL PEACE. IF
ANY ONE DEALS WITH THE ABOVE NAMED SONS AND
DAUGHTER-IN-LAWS AND THEIR RESPECTIVE
CHILDREN OF MY CLIENT HENCEFORTH, SHALL BE
DOING SO AT ONCE OWN RISK AND RESPONSIBILITY
AND MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
THEIR ANY ACT/DEED/THING ETC.

Sd/- SACHIN ADHIKARI (ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 454, Western Wing, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to General
Public that my clients i.e.
Shri Om Parkash Munjal
S/o Sh. Gurdayal Munjal &
Smt. Manju Munjal W/o Sh.
Om Parkash Munjal
resident of H. No. 492 B/9,
Shiv Puri, Gurugram-
122001 (Haryana) have
severed all their relations
socially, financially in all
respect with their son Rahul
Munjal and his wife
Shivangi because they are
not obedient to my clients
since long and is not caring
and also debarred and
disowned them from their
joint movable and
immovable properties of my
clients. Anybody dealing
with the aforesaid persons
shall be doing so at his/ her
own risk for which my
clients shall not be
responsible in any manner.

Sd/-
Himanshu Gambhir

Advocate
Ch. No. 39,

Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts,

Delhi-54
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THE BENCHMARK Sensex at the BSE fell
sharplyby1,172pointsor2%onMondayun-
der pressure from lingering global inflation
concerns,expectationsofafasterpaceofrate
hikesbytheUSFederalReserve,andconcerns
over weakness in the Chinese economy,
alongsiderisingcasesofcoronavirusinfection.
WhiletheSensexfell2percentandNifty

was down1.7%, other key Asian indices too
fell sharply. The Nikkei in Japanwas down
1.9% and the Shanghai Composite in China
fell byup to1.3%. Premier indices in leading
Europeanmarkets, however, traded in the
green.
Infosyswas the biggest loser on theBSE,

falling7.3%duringtheday.Othermajorlosers
wereHDFCLtd (4.8%) andHDFCBank (4.7%.
Infosys andHDFCBank announcedworse-
than-expectedfourthquarterresultslastweek.

War, Fedworries
TheIndianmarketsthatopenedafterfour

days responded to growing concerns over
developments including the continuing
Russia-Ukrainewar,andapossibleEuropean
UnionembargoonRussiangasandsanctions
onRussian crude in the next set of punitive
actionsagainstMoscow.
Giventhepersistentinflation,thereisap-

prehensioninthemarketthattheFedmight
increasethepaceof ratehikes—increaseby
50 basis points instead of 25 basis points.
While rates are expected to be raised, a
sharper hike could result in faster outflows
of foreign portfolio investor funds, keeping
emergingeconomymarketsand Indiando-
mesticequitymarketsunderpressure.
FPI outflows that had tempered since

March 15, have increased over the last six
tradingsessions.Mondaywitnessedasharp
outflowofRs6,387crore;outflowsover the
last six trading sessions have amounted to
Rs16,358crore.

Chinese concerns
ConcernoverrisingCovidcases inChina

and slower-than-expected growth in the
Chinese economy have impacted market

sentiment.Shanghai,whichhasbeenunder
a strict lockdown since March, reported
three deaths onMonday. With the resur-
genceof the virus slowingdowneconomic
activity, China’s economy grew 4.8% in the
first quarter, AFP reported. The Chinese
NationalBureauofStatisticswarnedof “sig-
nificant difficulties and challenges” ahead,
AFP said.
ExpertsfeelthatrestrictionsinChinaare

likely tohurtglobal supplychains thathave
alreadybeenimpactedbythewarinUkraine,
and fuel inflation further.

Spike at home too
Alongwith inflation, the recent spike in

CovidcasesinDelhiandpartsofHaryanahas
emergedasa freshconcern.
OnMonday,Delhi reported501newin-

fections, a little lower than the 517 on
Sunday (but with a sharp fall in tests from
12,270onSaturdayto6,492onSunday),but
still almost four times thenumberof 131at
the beginning of the month. Haryana has
seenanincreasebyasimilarfactor,although
absolutenumbers are lower thanDelhi’s.

Markets outlook
Given global geopolitical concerns and

inflation,equitymarketsarelikelytoremain
volatile in the near term. FPI flowsmay re-
main unstable, and may witness an in-
creased outflow in linewith an anticipated
increase in thepaceof theFed’s ratehike.
Domesticinflation,whichhit6.95percent

inMarch,continuestobeacauseforconcern.
Continued inflation pressuremay force the
RBI to go for faster rate hikes, whichwould
hurtgrowthanddemandintheeconomy.
In its recently releasedMonetaryPolicy

statement, thecentralbank signalledashift
in its focusfromrevivinggrowthtomitigat-
ing risksposedby inflation.While keeping
policyratesunchangedfornow, it indicated
apossiblehike in reporatesgoing forward.
“In the sequence of priorities, we have

nowputinflationbeforegrowth.Timeisap-
propriate to prioritise inflation ahead of
growth,”RBIGovernorShaktikantaDassaid
afterunveilingthebi-monthlypolicyreview.
Over the next few days, earnings an-

nouncementsforthefourthquarterwillalso
playapart inthemovementof themarkets.
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BJP PRESIDENT J P Nadda and Karnataka
ChiefMinisterBasavarajBommaiindicated
on Sunday that the BJPwill use thewith-
drawalofpolicecasesagainstactivistsofthe
Popular Frontof India (PFI)during2013-18
to target the Congress in the run-up to the
2023Assemblyelections.
Thewithdrawal of cases during former

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s tenure has
oftenbeencitedbytheBJP,includingbefore
the2018Assemblyelections,tosuggestthat
theCongress ishandinglovewiththeradi-
calIslamicgroup.Inresponse,theCongress
hasaskedtheBJPwhyitisnottakingstrong
actiontobanthePFI, if itbelievesthegroup
is indeedinvolved insubversiveactivities.

Popular Front of India
ThePFIwascreatedin2007throughthe

mergerof threeMuslimorganisations, the
National Democratic Front in Kerala, the
Karnataka Forum for Dignity, and the

ManithaNeethiPasarai inTamilNadu.The
formationofthePFIwasannouncedataar-
lly in inBengaluruduringwhatwas called
the “Empower India Conference” on
February16,2007.
ThePFI,whichemergedintheaftermath

of the ban on the Students Islamic
Movementof India(SIMI),hasprojectedit-
self as an organisation that fights for the
rightsofminorities,Dalits,andmarginalised
communities.Ithasfrequentlytargetedthe
allegedly anti-people policies of the
Congress, BJP, and JD-S in Karnataka, even
as thesemainstreamparties have accused
oneanotherofbeingincahootswiththePFI
togather thesupportofMuslims.
The PFI has itself never contested elec-

tions,andhasbeeninvolvedincarryingout
social and Islamic religious work among
Muslims on the lines of thework done by
right-wing groups such as the VHP and
Hindu JagaranVedike amongHindus. Like
the radical Hindu groups, the PFI doesn’t
maintainrecordsof itsmembers,andithas
beendifficultforlawenforcementagencies
topincrimesonitaftermakingarrests.

In 2009, a political outfit named Social
DemocraticPartyofIndia(SDPI)evolvedout
of the PFI. Its stated goal is “advancement
and uniform development of all the citi-
zenry includingMuslims,Dalits, Backward
Classes andAdivasis”, and to “share power
fairlyamongall thecitizens”.

PFI’s political footprint
ThePFI/SDPIhasinfluencemainlyinre-

gionswith largeMuslimpopulations. The
SDPIhasbuiltapresenceincoastalDakshina
KannadaandUdupi,whereithaswonpolls
forvillage, town,andcitycouncils.
Until2013,theSDPIcontestedonlylocal

elections,andhadwonseatsin21civiccon-
stituenciesaroundthestate.By2018, ithad
won121localbodyseats.In2021,itcaptured
three localcouncils inUdupidistrict.
From2013onward,theSDPIhasfielded

candidates in elections to the Karnataka
Assembly and Parliament. Its most cred-
itable performance came in the 2013 state
elections, when it finished second at the
Narasimharaja seat, part of Mysore Lok
Sabhaconstituency. In2018,theSDPIcame

thirdinNarasimharajabehindtheCongress
and BJP, winning over 20% of votes. It also
contestedthe2014and2019LokSabhaelec-
tions for the Dakshina Kannada seat, but
couldpollonly1%and3%respectively.

Cases against PFImen
Minor cases filed against supporters of

thethreemainparties—Congress,BJP,and
JD-S—haveoftenbeendroppedwhenari-
val party comes to power, which deems
thesecasesasmotivated.Casesrelatedtoal-
leged violations of prohibitory orders dur-
ing communal disturbances, and against
farmers and pro-Kannada activists during
agitations,havebeenwithdrawnroutinely.
TheBJPgovernmentof2008-13ordered

thedroppingofcasesagainstSanghParivar
membersinvolvedinattacksonchurchesin
DakshinaKannada,asalsocasesfiledagainst
Christians for reactionary violence during
theattacks.
After coming to power in 2013, the

Congressgovernmentdroppedcasesagainst
SDPI andPFImembers accusedof involve-
mentincommunaldisturbancesduringthe

previous BJP government’s tenure.
Siddaramaiah’s government approved the
dropping of a total 176 cases filed against
1,600PFIactivistsduring2008-13.Thesere-
latedtoprotestsandcommunalflare-upsin
Shivamogga(114casesfrom2015),Mysuru
(40casesfrom2009),Hassan(21casesfrom
2010),andKarwar(onecase in2017).
On August 31, 2020, B S Yediyurappa’s

BJPgovernmentorderedthewithdrawalof
62 cases against 312 individuals. Most of
these cases involved violations of pro-
hibitoryordersbybothHindusandMuslims
duringtimesofcommunaltensions,andre-
ligiousevents.Amongthoseagainstwhom
caseswere droppedwas the BJPMP from
Mysore,PrathapSimha.

Political point-scoring
AlthoughthePFIhasnotbeenproscribed

bytheGovernmentof India, theBJPhasof-
tentriedtopaintthegroupasbeingextrem-
ist on account of its pro-Muslim stance. In
Karnataka, theBJPhasoften citedmurders
ofworkersofright-winggroupsaffiliatedto
theBJPbyallegedPFIcadretoseekabanon

the PFI. However, inmore than 310 cases
registeredagainstthePFIinKarnatakasince
2007, there have been convictions in only
five. Somemajor incidents of political vio-
lence towhich alleged PFImembers have
beenlinked:

■Themurderof RSSworkerRRudresh
inBengaluruin2016, inwhichtheNational
Investigation Agency (NIA) named Asim
Shariff,presidentofthePFI’sBengaluruunit,
asanaccused.

■Also in 2016,Mysuru Police arrested
Abid Pasha, a youthwith PFI links, for the
murderof BajrangDalworkerKRaju.Pasha
has been accused of being involved in six
communallymotivatedmurdersinthearea.

■ In 2017, police in Dakshina Kannada
arrestedtwoPFIactivistsinconnectionwith
the stabbing of RSS worker Sharath
Madivala,28, inBantwal town.

■PersonslinkedtotheSDPIareaccused
in a 2019 attempt tomurder Tanveer Sait,
CongressMLAfromNarasimharaja.
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KAUNAINSHERIFFM
&SOHINIGHOSH
NEWDELHI,AHMEDABAD,APRIL18

ONTUESDAY,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,
alongwithWorldHealthOrganization(WHO)
Director-GeneralDrTedrosGhebreyesus,will
perform the groundbreaking ceremony for
the first-of-its-kindWHOGlobal Centre for
TraditionalMedicine (GCTM) in Jamnagar,
Gujarat. Earlier, the PrimeMinister had said
theGCTMwouldgoalongwayinenhancing
wellness insociety.

Whatistraditionalmedicine?
TheWHOdescribes traditionalmedicine

asthetotalsumofthe“knowledge,skillsand
practices indigenous and different cultures
have used over time tomaintain health and
prevent,diagnoseandtreatphysicalandmen-
tal illness”. “Its reach encompasses ancient
practices such as acupuncture, ayurvedic
medicineandherbalmixturesaswellasmod-
ernmedicines,” theWHOsays.
Traditionalmedicine in India is oftende-

fined as includingpractices and therapies—
such as yoga, Ayurveda, Siddha— that have
beenpartofIndiantraditionhistorically,aswell
as others— such as homeopathy— that be-
camepart of Indian traditionover the years.
Ayurvedaandyogaarepractisedwidelyacross
thecountry;theSiddhasystemisfollowedpre-
dominantly in Tamil Nadu and Kerala; the
Sowa-RigpasystemispractisedmainlyinLeh-
LadakhandHimalayanregionssuchasSikkim,
ArunachalPradesh,Darjeeling,Lahaul&Spiti.

WhatwilltheGCTMbeabout?
On November 3, 2020, Dr Tedros an-

nounced the establishment of the WHO
GCTM in India . TheUnionCabinet inMarch
this year approved its establishment in
Jamnagarwith the signing of a host country
agreementbetweentheGovernmentofIndia
and theWHO. India has committed an esti-
mated$250milliontosupporttheGCTM'ses-
tablishment, infrastructureandoperations.
TheGCTMwill aimto focusonevidence-

basedresearch, innovation, anddataanalysis
to optimise the contribution of traditional
medicinetoglobalhealth.Itsmainfocuswillto
developnorms, standards andguidelines in
technicalareasrelatingtotraditionalmedicine.
At press conference on Monday, the

Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and
Homeopathy) said itwill seek to set policies

andstandardsontraditionalmedicineprod-
uctsandhelpcountriescreateacomprehen-
sive,safe,andhigh-qualityhealthsystem.The
GCTMwill support efforts to implement the
WHO’sTraditionalMedicineStrategy (2014-
23),whichaimstosupportnationsindevelop-
ing policies& actionplans to strengthen the
role of traditionalmedicine in pursuing the
goal of universal health coverage. According
toWHOestimates,80%oftheworld’spopula-
tionusestraditionalmedicine.

WhyhastheWHOfelttheneedto
advanceknowledgeoftraditional
medicine?
The WHO says 170 of its 194 WHO

MemberStateshavereportedtheuseoftradi-
tionalmedicine, and thesemember states

haveaskedforitssupportincreatingabodyof
“reliable evidence and data on traditional
medicinepracticesandproducts”. It says the
Jamnagarcentrewillserveasthehub,andfo-
cus on building a “solid evidence base” for
policiesand“helpcountriesintegrateitasap-
propriate intotheirhealthsystems”.
TheWHOhas flaggedmany challenges

faced by traditionalmedicine. For instance,
nationalhealthsystemsandstrategiesdonot
yetfullyintegratetraditionalmedicinework-
ers,accreditedcoursesandhealthfacilities.
Second,theWHOhasstressedtheneedto

conserve biodiversity and sustainability as
about40%ofapprovedpharmaceuticalprod-
ucts today derive fromnatural substances.
“For example, the discovery of aspirin drew
on traditionalmedicine formulations using
thebarkof thewillowtree,thecontraceptive
pillwasdevelopedfromtherootsofwildyam
plantsandchildcancertreatmentshavebeen
basedontherosyperiwinkle,”theWHOsays.
Third,theWHOhasreferredtomodernisa-

tionof thewaystraditionalmedicine isbeing
studied. Artificial intelligence is nowused to
mapevidenceandtrendsintraditionalmedi-
cine.“Functionalmagneticresonanceimaging
is used to studybrain activity and the relax-
ationresponsethatispartofsometraditional
medicine therapies such asmeditation and
yoga, which are increasingly drawn on for
mental health andwell-being in stressful
times,” itsays.
Fourth,theWHOhassaidtraditionalmed-

icineisalsobeingextensivelyupdatedbymo-
bilephoneapps,onlineclasses,andothertech-
nologies. The GCTMwill serve as a hub for
othercountries,andbuildstandardsontradi-
tionalmedicinepracticesandproducts.

HasIndiatakenupsimilarcollaborative
effortsearlier?
Yes.In2016,theMinistryofAYUSHsigned

aprojectcollaborationagreement(PCA)with
theWHOintheareaof traditionalmedicine.
Theaimwas tocreatebenchmarks for train-
ing in yoga, Ayurveda, Unani and
Panchakarma, for traditionalmedicineprac-
titioners.Thecollaborationalsoaimedatpro-
moting the quality and safety of traditional
medicine and consumer protection by sup-
portingWHOinthedevelopmentandimple-
mentation of the WHO Traditional and
ComplementaryMedicineStrategy.
Atleast32MoUsforundertakingcollabo-

rativeresearchanddevelopmentoftraditional
medicine have been signedwith institutes,
universities and organisations from theUS,
Germany, UK, Canada, Malaysia, Brazil,
Australia, Austria, Tajikistan, Saudi Arabia,
Ecuador, Japan, Indonesia, Reunion Island,
KoreaandHungary.
Aconstituent laboratoryof theCouncilof

Scientific&IndustrialResearch—Instituteof
Himalayan Bio-resource Technology (CSIR-
IHBT), Palampur—has signed anMoUwith
National Research Institute of Chinese
Medicine,Ministry of Health andWelfare,
Taiwan, to collaborate in areas ofmutual in-
terest,whichincludemedicinalplants,bioac-
tivemolecules,and,herbal formulationsetc.
Also,theCSIRandtheBill&MelindaGates

Foundation have signed anMoU to identify
opportunitiesforscientificandtechnological
researchbetweenresearcherswithinandout-
sideIndia,includingcollaborationswithfoun-
dation-fundedentities intheareas including
traditionalmedicineaswellasbeyond.

WhyJamnagar?
An interimofficeof theGCTMisplanned

to be set up at the Institute of Teaching and
ResearchinAyurveda(ITRA)inJamnagar.The
CentralPublicWorksDepartmentisexpected
tosetuptheofficeby July31,atanestimated
costofRs13.49crore.
ITRA, supported by theGujarat govern-

mentandfinancedbythecentralgovernment,
is the first university to offer education and
training in the field of Ayurveda across the
world, according to theMinistry of AYUSH.
TheuniversityisaWHOcollaboratingcentre
for traditionalmedicines. TheWHOand the
central government are also aiming at using
technology and innovation, such as artificial
intelligence, tomap traditional medicine
trends, innovations and patents, linking to
WHO’sInnovationHub.

SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

WHO & traditional medicine
PMNarendraModi&WHOchiefTedrosGhebreyesuswillperformthegroundbreakingceremonyof the
GlobalCentreforTraditionalMedicineinJamnagartoday.Whatis itabout,andwhatareWHO’sobjectives?

TOTALDOSES 186,54,94,355

DASHBOARD, AS ONAPRIL 17

Age group 15-18

5,78,87,693

4,04,64,152

Adults

91,37,48,528

80,35,40,516

■Firstdose ■Seconddose

Precautionary 60+
2,51,64,108

Precautionary 15-59
1,62,532

DosesOn April 17
3,40,762

AGEGROUP12-14: 1st dose:2,43,55,282, 2nd dose: 1,71,544

April8 April17

8,00,000

4,00,000

0

April8 April17LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

AGE GROUP 15-18
2,00,000

1,00,000

0
LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

ADULTS

6,42,683
1,82,196

48,023

7,606

1,72,587
37,766

51,668

Who are the PFI, why BJP is accusing the Congress of going soft on them

Whymarkets fell: War, China, price worries

THE 2022 Invictus Games opened on
SaturdaynightinTheHague,Netherlands,
where Prince Harry paid tribute to the
Ukrainianteam,tellingthem,“Theworld
is unitedwith you... Andmyhope is that
these events, this event, creates the op-
portunity ... of howwe as a global com-
munitycanbetter showupforyou."
TheGamesare scheduled to rununtil

April22.ThefirsteditionoftheGameswas
held in London in 2014, and subsequent
competitionswereorganised inOrlando,
US (2016), Toronto, Canada (2017), and
Sydney, Australia (2018). The current
Gamesweresupposed tohavebeenheld
in 2020, butwere postponed due to the
pandemic. The 2023 editionwill be held
inDusseldorf,Germany.

For the ‘unconquered’
TheGamesarean international com-

petition similar to the Paralympics, but
meantforwounded,injured,andsickmil-
itaryservicepersonnelandwarveterans.

The Gameswebsite says: “Theword
‘invictus’means‘unconquered’.Itembod-
iesthefightingspiritofwounded,injured
and sick Service personnel and personi-
fies what these tenacious men and
women can achieve post injury. The
Games harness the power of sport to in-
spirerecovery,supportrehabilitationand
generate awider understanding and re-
spect for thosewhoserve their country."

Prince Harry's Games
TheInvictusGamesarethebrainchild

of Harry, Duke of Sussex, who attended
theWarriorGamesintheUnitedStatesin
2013,andwantedtostartsomethingsim-
ilar in London. TheWarrior Games are a
multi-sport event organised by the US
Departmentof Defense to “celebrate the
resiliencyanddedicationofwounded, ill,
and injured active duty and veteran US
militaryservicemembers”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

WHATARETHEINVICTUSGAMES,
PATRONISEDBYBRITAIN’SPRINCEHARRY?

GLOBAL
EVERYDAYEXPLAINERS

9,926

Formanymillions of
people around theworld,

traditionalmedicine is the first
port of call to treatmany
diseases... This newcenterwill
help to harness thepower of
science to strengthen the
evidencebase
for traditional
medicine”

—DRTEDROS
ADHANOM
GHEBREYESUS
WHODIRECTOR-
GENERAL

TheInstituteof
Teachingand
Research inAyurveda
(ITRA), Jamnagar,will
temporarilyhouse
theWHOGlobal
Centre forTraditional
Medicine. ITRA
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DOZENS STILL MISSING

SOUTHAFRICAFLOODSTOLLTOUCHES443
Rescuers searched for dozens of people still missing in South Africa’s KwaZulu-Natal
province on Sunday after heavy rains in recent daystriggeredfloodsandmudslidesthat
havekilled443people,withafurther63peopleunaccountedfor.Thefloodshave left thou-
sandshomeless,knockedoutpowerandwaterservicesanddisrupted operations at Durban

NORTHKOREA

Missiletests:
US,SKorea
urgefreshtalks
Seoul: The US special en-
voy for North Korea said
on Monday that
Washington and Seoul
agreed on the need for a
strong response to North
Korea’s recent spate of
missile tests, thoughthey
remain open to dialogue
with the country. Sung
Kim flew to South Korea
onMonday for talks two
days after North Korea
conducted a new type of
missile test in its 13th
round of weapons firing
this year. Experts say
North Koreawants to ad-
vanceitsweaponsarsenal
and wrest concessions
such as sanctions relief
from its rivals. Weapons
testedincludenuclear-ca-
pablemissiles able to tar-
getboth theUSmainland
and its allies, such as
SouthKoreaandJapan.AP

Rally opposing joint
militaryexercises in
SeoulMonday.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

ISRAEL

Intercepted
rocketfiredfrom
Gaza:Military
Jerusalem:TheIsraelimili-
tary says it intercepted a
rocketfiredfromtheGaza
Strip into Israeli territory
onMonday.Itwasthefirst
time in months that a
rocket hasbeen fired into
Israel fromtheblockaded
Palestinian territory con-
trolledbytheHamasmili-
tant group. Earlier on
Monday,Israelitroopsshot
and injured two
Palestiniansduringclashes
thatbrokeoutduringanar-
rest raid inoccupiedWest
Bank.Israelimilitarysaidit
arrested11Palestinians in
operationsacrossterritory
overnight. AP

IRAN

Tehranwarns
Israelonmaking
‘tiniestmove’
Tehran: IranianPresident
EbrahimRaisionMonday
warned that Israelwill be
targeted byhis country’s
armed forces if itmakes
“the tiniestmove”against
Iran. He spoke as talks
stalled in Vienna over a
dealtoreininIran’snuclear
capabilities,whichTehran
says areused forpeaceful
purposes. Israelopposesa
deal, saying it doesnotdo
enough to curb Iran’s nu-
clearprogrammeoritsmil-
itary activities across the
region.“If thetiniestmove
byyouhappensagainstna-
tion of Iran, center of the
Zionistregimewillbedes-
tination of our armed
forces,”Raisisaid,referring
toTelAviv. AP

CLAIREMOSES
APRIL 18

AFTERNEARLY80years, awatch
thatwas takenby aNazi soldier
duringWorldWarII,lostinacorn-
fieldandlaterhiddeninaclockon
a farm in Belgiumhas been re-
turnedtothegrandchildrenof its
maker.Anditstillworks.
“I think it’s really beautiful

and remarkable that this all
cametogether,”saidRichardvan
Ameijden, the grandson of the
watchmaker. “It came right out
of theblue.”
Thepocketwatchwascrafted

in 1910 by Alfred Overstrijd, a
Jewishman from theDutch city

of Rotterdam who was then
learningtobeawatchmaker.He
made it as a gift for his brother,
Louis,forhis18thbirthday.Anin-
scription on the back of the
watchincludesOverstrijd’sname
and the place and time it was
made aswell as the fact that it
was intended forhisbrother.
In1942,LouisOverstrijdwas

arrested by the Nazis, at which
pointit’slikelythatasoldiertook
thewatch fromhim,or fromhis
house,accordingtoRobSnijders,
a Dutch historian who spe-
cialises in Jewish history. Both
Overstrijd brothers were ulti-
mately sent to theNazi concen-
tration camp at Auschwitz and
didnot survive theHolocaust.

For van Ameijden, the re-
union with his grandfather’s
watchwas uplifting, but it was
alsoarudeawakeningtocontin-
uingatrocities.
“When I lookat thewatch, it

touches me partly because
there’s awar now aswell,” van
Ameijden said, referring to
Russia’s recent invasion of
Ukraine.“I imaginethatchildren
andolderpeoplewhoaresleep-
ing in subway stations in a
bombedMariupol are holding
their belongings. I think of that
when I see thiswatch.”
How the watch travelled

from Louis Overstrijd in
Rotterdam to a cornfield in the
Flemish part of Belgium is not

entirelyknown,butSnijdershas
reconstructed the journey.

Duringthewar,peopleacross
Belgium and the Netherlands

wereforcedtoaccommodateNazi
soldiers.ABelgianfarmernamed
Gustave Janssens housed three
soldiers and, unhappyabout the
situation,madethemuseacorn-
fieldnextdoorasabathroom.It’s
likelythatthewatchfell fromthe
pocketofoneofthesoldiersinthe
field,Snijderssaid.
When Janssens found the

watch,hemusthavenoticedthe
Dutchnameonthebackandfig-
ured that the soldier had stolen
it, Snijders explained. Which is
whereitstayedfornext80years.
Recently,thefarminBelgium

was sold, and members of
Janssens' family went through
the belongings, Pieter Janssens,
the farmer’s grandson, said. By

chance,hesaid, the familycame
upon the pristine pocketwatch
made in 1910,with the inscrip-
tionontheback.Hethenemailed
Snijders, in an effort to trace the
watchto itsoriginalowner.
Suchrequestscanbedifficult,

Snijderssaid.“It’scomplex;most
of the time it doesn’t work,” he
said. “It can takeyears.”
Still, Snijders posted details

of thewatch’s history on social
mediaandhoped for thebest.
Within24hours,Snijdersre-

ceived the information that the
watchmaker, Alfred Overstrijd,
had a daughter who had sur-
vivedthewarandhadthreechil-
dren living in theNetherlands.
Snijders later found van

Ameijden, one of the watch-
maker’sthreegrandchildren,on
LinkedIn.Hearrangedameeting
betweenthedescendantsof the
farmer and the watchmaker,
duringwhich thewatchwasof-
ficially handed back. “There
were tears, I saw them,” said
Snijders,whoattendedthetwo-
hour gathering this month in
Rotterdam,whichwasearlierre-
ported by Radio Rijnmond, a
Dutchradiostation.
VanAmeijdensaidheandhis

sisters would share possession
of thewatch for the time being
andthattheyregrettedthattheir
motherwas not alive to see the
heirloom from her father, with
whomshewasclose. NYT

THE WATCH, MADE AS GIFT IN 1910, HAS BEEN RETURNED TO THE MAKER’S FAMILY IN THE NETHERLANDS. IT STILL WORKS

A Nazi soldier stole a watch in 1942 that turned up 80 years later

Thepocketwatch includesaninscriptiononthebackstating
themaker’snameandtheplaceandtimeitwasmade.NYT

MISSILESALSOSLAMMED INTOKHARKIV; 7KILLED INLVIV

YURASKARMANAU
LVIV,APRIL 18

RUSSIANFORCESlaunchedmis-
sileattacksonthewesterncityof
Lvivandpoundedamultitudeof
other targets across Ukraine on
Monday inwhatappeared tobe
an intensifiedbid togrinddown
the country’s defences ahead of
anall-outassaultontheeast.
At leastsevenwerereported

killed in Lviv, where plumes of
blacksmokeroseoveracitythat
has seen only sporadic attacks
duringalmost twomonths.
Inotherdevelopments,afew

thousand Ukrainian troops, by
Russia’s estimate, remained
holed up at a mammoth steel
mill inMariupol, thelastknown
pocket of resistance in the dev-
astated southern port city after
sevenweeksof bombardment.
And Ukrainian President

VolodymyrZelenskyysubmitted
a filled-outquestionnaire in the
firststeptowardobtainingaccel-
eratedmembership in theEU—
adesirethathasbeenasourceof
irritation to Russia for years.
Zelenskyy,though,hasofferedto

dropanyefforttojoinNATO,one
of theKremlin’skeydemands.
TheRussianmissilestrikeson

Lvivhitthreemilitaryinfrastruc-
ture facilities and an autome-
chanicshop,asperregion’sgov-
ernor, Maksym Kozytskyy. He
saidwoundedincludedachild.
AhotelshelteringUkrainians

who had fled fighting in other
partsof thecountrywasamong
the buildings badly damaged,
LvivMayorAndriySadovyisaid.
A powerful explosion also

rockedVasylkiv,a townsouthof
the capital of Kyiv that is home
to amilitary air base, according
toresidents. Itwasnot immedi-
atelyclearwhatwashit.
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-

largest city, was hit by shelling
that killed at least three people,
accordingtoAPjournalistsonthe
scene. One of the dead was a
womanwhoappeared tobego-
ingouttocollectwaterintherain.
MilitaryanalystssayRussia is

increasingitsstrikesonweapons
factories,railwaysandotherinfra-
structuretargetsacrossUkraineto
wear down the country’s ability
toresistamajorgroundoffensive
intheDonbas. AP

Russia strikesLviv, prepares
forassault ineasternUkraine

Atyreshopdestroyedbyanairstrike inLvivonMonday.AP

REUTERS
APRIL 18

TWOBRITISH fighters captured
inUkrainebyRussianforcesap-
peared on Russian state TV on
Monday and asked to be ex-
changed for a Ukrainian ally of
President Putin who is being
heldbyUkrainianauthorities.
Itwasunclearhowfreelythe

twomen — Shaun Pinner and
AidenAslin—were able to talk.
Both spoke separately after be-
ingpromptedbyanunidentified
man.Thefootagewasbroadcast
on Rossiya24stateTVchannel.
The twomen asked British

PrimeMinisterBoris Johnsonto
exchange them for pro-Russian
politicianViktorMedvedchuk.
Medvedchukwasshownask-

ingtobeswapped,too, inavideo
releasedaroundthesametimeon
MondaybyUkraine'sSBUintelli-

genceserviceviasocialmedia
Medvedchuk,inhisappealto

Putin and Ukrainian President
VolodymrZelenskyy,askedtobe
exchangedfor the"defendersof
Mariupol and its citizens who
are there todayandhavenoop-
portunity forasafeexit through
ahumanitariancorridor."
BothPinnerandAslinfought

on the Ukrainian side in
Mariupol, which is now almost
underRussiancontrolapartfrom
the sprawling Azovstal steel-
works where some Ukrainian
fightersremainedholedup.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL 18

SRILANKANPresidentGotabaya
RajapaksaonMondayappointed
a new17-member Cabinet that
excluded his close relatives ex-
cept PrimeMinister Mahinda
Rajapaksa,ashecalledfora“sys-
tem change” amid growing de-
mandforhisresignationoverthe
worst economic crisis faced by
the islandnation.
Rajapaksa,72, swore ina17-

member Cabinet onMonday in
addition to the threeministers
hehadearlierappointed.
Thatmeant noplace for the

oldest member of the family
Chamal Rajapaksa, Mahinda’s
sonNamalRajapaksa.
Speaking to the newminis-

ters, PresidentRajapaksa sought
theirsupportforanefficient,clean
government.He saidhe expects
honest, efficient, and untainted
governancefromtheCabinet.
ThePresident’sMediaDivision

saidtherewerenochangestothe
ministerial positionsheldby the
President,PrimeMinister,External
Affairs Minister GL Peiris, and
FinanceMinisterAliSabry.

Speaking to his newly in-
ducted Cabinet Ministers, the
Presidenttermedhisdecisionto
banchemical fertilisers infarm-
ing "amistake" and that correc-
tivestepswerebeingtakennow.
Rajapaksa also said his gov-

ernmentshouldhaveoptedtogo
for an IMF bailoutmuch earlier.
“Itwasamistakenot togo”.

LANKACRISIS: PMMAHINDAPARTOFTEAM

SriLanka
President
Gotabaya
Rajapaksa

Gotabaya appoints
new Cabinet, calls
for system change

Colombo: A local court on
Monday extended a travel
banonAjithNivardCabraal,
former governor of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
fromtravellingabroad.The
court has also ordered him
to appear in court again on
May2,theColomboGazette
newsportal reported. PTI

Court extends travel
ban on central bank
former governor

PMSEEKSCHINA'SSUPPORTFORKARACHICIRCULARRAILWAY

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,APRIL 18

PRIMEMINISTERShehbazSharif
will take $60 billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC)forwardwithnewvigour,
vitality and in a rejuvenated
manner, ensuringmultifaceted
development of the flagship
projectofChina’sambitiousBelt
and Road Initiative (BRI), a top
leaderof therulingPML-N said.
Senator Mushahid Hussain

Sayed, a leader of the ruling
PakistanMuslimLeague-Nawaz
(PML-N), made the remarks on
Sundaywhilediscussingthe fu-
ture of the Pakistan-China rela-
tionsandfuturecrossbordercol-
laboration in China's CGTN
programme ‘The Hub' with
WangGuan.

“InthefirstdayinofficeasPM,
Shehbaz Sharifmet theChinese
ActingAmbassador and toldher

that Pakistan considersChina as
Pakistan’s closest friend and
strongestpartnerandwewilltake
theCPECforwardwithnewvigour,
withnewvitalityandinarejuve-
natedmanner,”hewasquotedas
sayingbyExpressTribune.
Meanwhile,Shehbaz Sharif

onMonday requested China to
support the planned revival of
the Karachi Circular Railway
(KCR)project toendthewoesof
hundreds of thousands of com-
muters in the country’s largest
metropolis.
StressingthatKCRwouldbe

a“gift for thepeopleofKarachi”
and bring great dividends,
Shehbaztooktheopportunityof
theinaugurationofamasstran-
sitbusprojectheretoconveyhis
request to Chinese President Xi
Jinping to “reconsider support-
ingKCR forKarachi”. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON,APRIL 18

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnsonisfacingnewallegations
onMondayaround“partygate”,
thescandalsurroundinggovern-
ment officials breaching Covid
ruleswithillegallockdowngath-
erings, andwill behoping toes-
cape some of the heatwhen he
leaves for IndiaonThursday.
Johnson has already been

fined for one such party for his
birthdayinJune2020alongwith
UKChancellorRishi Sunak.
However, according to UK

media reports, Johnson is be-
lieved to have been linkedwith
around six of the 12 lockdown
partiesunderpoliceinvestigation.
‘TheSundayTimes’quoteda

source as saying that a leaving
drinksgathering forNumber10
DowningStreet'soutgoingdirec-
torofcommunications,LeeCain,
inNovember2020wasallegedly
"instigated"by Johnson.
It has led to renewed

OppositioncallsforJohnson,57,to
stepdown. Labour PartyDeputy
LeaderAngelaRaynersaidthat"if
the latest reports are true", it
means "not only did the PMat-
tendparties,buthehadahandin
instigatingatleastoneof them”

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BEIJING,APRIL 18

SHANGHAI AUTHORITIES on
MondayreportedthefirstCovid-
19deaths. All threepeoplewho
diedwere elderly, had underly-
ing diseases, such as diabetes
and hypertension, and had not
been vaccinated against the
coronavirus, city Health
Commission inspector Wu
Ganyutold journalists.
China on Monday said

23,362 people had tested posi-
tive for the virus over theprevi-
ous 24 hours, most of them
showing no symptoms and al-
mostall of theminShanghai.
As thecasessurge, National

Exhibition and Convention
Center, with 50,000 beds, is
amongmore than 100 quaran-
tinefacilitiessetupinShanghai
forpeople whotestpositivebut
haveno symptoms.
Beibei sleeps beside thou-

sands of strangers in rows of
cots in a high-ceilinged exhibi-
tioncenter.Thelightsstayonall

night, and the 30-year-old real
estate saleswoman has yet to
find ahot shower.
Other quarantine sites in-

clude temporary prefabricated
buildings.Residentsofother fa-
cilities have complained about
leaky roofs, inadequate food
supplies and delays in treat-
ment formedical problems.
“We haven’t found a place

withahotshower,”Beibei said.
“Lights are on all night, and it’s
hard to fall asleep.”
“Bathroomsarenot clean”at

NECC,Beibeisaid.“Somanypeo-
ple use them, and volunteers or
cleaners can’t keep up.” Beibei
and her husbandwere ordered
into the massive centre last
Tuesday after spending 10 days
isolatedathomefollowingapos-
itivetest.Their2-year-olddaugh-
ter, whowas negative, went to
hergrandfather,whilehernanny
alsowent intoquarantine. AP

Asmanyas 23,362people
testedpositive inChina in
thepast24hour.AP

Cityreports three
Coviddeaths

Shanghai quarantine centre:
24-hr lights, no hot showers

Nepal cuts fuel
allowance of govt
agencies by 20%

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
KATHMANDU,APRIL 18

THENEPALgovernmenthas cut
fuelallowanceofitsministriesand
state-ownedenterprisesby20per
cent, as thecountrybattles a for-
eignexchangecrisisandtheprice
of petroleumproducts sky-rock-
ets,officialssaidonMonday.
The decisionwas taken at a

meeting of the Council of
Ministers held on April 13, the
MinistryofFinanceofficialssaid.
“Different ministries, line

agencies and the public/state-
owned enterprises will have to
slash fuel budget from their
budgetunderthesameheading
by 20 per cent. This decision is
not applicable, however, to de-
velopment projects, peace and
security, essential service and
the upcoming local level elec-
tion," theministry said.

Boris faces new
‘partygate’
claims ahead
of India visit

Islamabad: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s regional
president Sardar Tanveer
Ilyas was on Monday
electedasnew“premier”of
Pakistan-occupiedKashmir
(PoK) in an election boy-
cotted by the Opposition.
KhannominatedIlyasasthe
party’s candidate after his
hand-picked “premier”
SardarAbdulQayyumNiazi
resigned on Thursday fol-
lowingarevolt in theruling
partyagainsthim. PTI

Imran partyman is
new PoK ‘premier’

Shehbaz to take CPEC forward
with new vigour: PML-N leader

MZULQERNAIN
LAHORE,APRIL 18

AN ANTI-TERRORISM court in
Pakistan's Punjab province on
Monday sentenced sixmen to
death andnineothers to life im-
prisonmentfortheirinvolvement
inthelynchingofaSriLankanna-
tionaloverallegedblasphemy.
Anti-TerrorismCourt Lahore

JudgeNatashaNasimalsohanded
downtwo-year rigorous impris-
onmenteachto72accusedpeo-
ple, includingninejuveniles.
The judge,who held the in-

cameratrial insidehigh-security
Kot Lakhpat Jail on aday-to-day
basis,sentencedoneaccused—Ali
Asghar— to5 years in jailwhile
acquittedanothersuspect,Bilal.
“Of the total 89 suspects, the

ATC onMonday announced its
verdicthandingdowndeathsen-

tencetosix,lifeimprisonmentto
nineandtwoyearsjailtermeach
toremaining72accusedfortheir
involvement in lynching and
burningtheSriLankannational,”
acourtofficial said.
Thejudgealsoinstructedthe

six prime suspects, who were
sentenced to death, to pay Rs.
2,00,000ascompensationtothe
legalheirsof thedeceased.
The nine accusedwhowere

given life imprisonment will
have to pay a fine of Rs
2,00,000/- each and Rs
2,00,000/-compensation to the
legalheirsof thedeceased.
Thecourtofficialsaidtotal46

prosecution witnesses had
recorded their statements
against thesuspects. Theprose-
cutionhadsoughtdeathpenalty
for80suspects. PTI

AMOBofover800men,
includingsupportersof
radical Islamistparty
Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan,allegedlyattacked
agarmentfactoryand
lyncheditsgeneralman-
agerPriyanthaKumaraand
sethimablazefortearinga
posterofTLPinscribed
withIslamicversesduring
hisinspectionofmachines
inthefactoryonDec3.

Whatwas
thecaseE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Pak court sentences six men to
death for lynching Sri Lankan

Britons captured in Ukraine
appear on Russian TV, ask
for swap with Putin ally

ShaunPinner (left)and
AidenAslin.Reuters
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NMDC Limited
(A Government of India Enterprise)

Bailadila Iron Ore Mine, Kirandul Complex,
Kirandul-494556, Distt.-South Bastar Dantewada, Chhattisgarh.

CIN : L13100TG1958GOI001674

Bailadila Iron Ore Mines (BIOM), Kirandul Complex, Kirandul, CG invite
offers in 2 bid system from the eligible bidders for the following works :

Dated: 18-04-2022No. BIOM/KDL/CTRT/OTE/2022/001
Press Notification

E-OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY

For and behalf of NMDC Limited

1. Face-lifting work of Type - 29-03-2022 127.41 26-04-2022
II/NC/DS Quarters from 15:00 hours
II/NC/DS/193 to II/NC/DS/
288 at Kirandual Township.

4. Construction of Ladies 28-03-2022 46.75 25-04-2022
Rest Shelter at SP-II and 15:00 hours
11B Mines, BIOM, Kirandul
Complex.

The detailed NIT and Bid documents can be viewed and / or downloaded
from 28/29-03-2022 ; 11:00Hrs. from followingwebsite links :

2. Central Public Procurement Portal - https://www.eprocure.gov.in/
epublish/appand search tender through tender enquiry number.

No. ofdocument ofwork timeof bids

2. Face-lifting work of Type - 28-03-2022 137.53 26-04-2022
II/NC/DS Quarters from 15:00 hours
II/NC/DS/385 to II/NC/DS/
488 at Kirandual Township.

from (Rs. in submission
website Lakhs)

7. Expansion of Dumper plat- 28-03-2022 41.18 26-04-2022
form Dep. 14 for operation 15:00 hours
of 100 ton Dumpers.

Sl. Nameofwork Downloading Estd. Value LastDate&

3. MSTC-Portal : https://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/
nmdc/buyer_ login.jspwww.nmdc.co.in

6. Construction of Multi Gym 29-03-2022 198.99 28-04-2022
and Yog Shala at Kirandul. 15:00 hours

3. Construction of Retaining 28-03-2022 197.69 25-04-2022
wall and Channel for Slope 15:00 hours
protection work behind
Ground Gallery TR-26 and
TR-34 of BC-1117 at
Dep. 11B.

5. Loading and transportation 28-03-2022 123.90 25-04-2022
of Fine Ore or 10.00 LT. 15:00 hours

8. Miscellaneous works at 29-03-2022 62.14 29-04-2022
Baila Club. 15:00 hours

1. NMDC website -https://www.nmdc.co.in/nmdctender/default.aspx

The bidders are requested to submit their bids online through MSTC
Limited website. The details of submission of bid through online are given
in NIT. The Bidders on regular basis are required to visit the NMDC’s
website / CPP Portal / MSTC website for corrigendum, if any, at a future
date. For further clarifications, bidders may contact General Manager
(Contracts), NMDC Limited, BIOM, Kirandul Complex, email :
contract.kdl@nmdc.co.in

Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

GOLD
`53,461

RUPEE
` 76.26/USD

OIL
$106.03

SILVER
`69,932

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofApril15

SBI, others
hike MCLR;
EMIs to rise
Mumbai:Equatedmonthlyinstal-
ments (EMIs) onhome, car and
otherloansforborrowersaresetto
risewithseveralbanks,ledbySBI,
raising themarginal costof funds
basedlendingrates(MCLR).
SBIhikedtheMCLRby10bps

acrosstenures.MCLRisthelowest
ratethatabankorlendercanoffer.
OtherbanksincludingBankofBar-
oda,AxisBankandKotakMahin-
draBankalso raised theirMCLRs
by5bpseachacrosstenures.MCLR
is applicable to fresh corporate
loansandfloatingrateloanstaken
beforeOctober2019. SBI’s1-year
MCLRstandsat7.1percent,slightly
lower than the 7.25 per cent at
HDFCBank, PNBand ICICI Bank.
BoB’s1-yearMCLRis7.35percent,
whileAxisBank’s is 7.4per cent.
The RBI recently kept repo rate
steadyat4percent,announcingits
plantograduallywithdrawaccom-
modativepolicy.ENS

Mumbai:Stockmarketswereon
Mondayabuzzwith“speculative”
talksaboutthemergerofLarsen&
ToubroInfotechandMindtreeLtd,
bothbelongingtoL&Tgroup.
L&T acquired 61 per cent in

Mindtree in July 2019 and had
beencategorisedasthepromoter.
L&Tholds74.05inL&TInfotech.
“Wewish toclarify thatnews

reports of a merger between

MindtreeLtd.andL&TInfotechare
speculative innature,”Mindtree
said.“Inthisregard,wewouldlike
to state that there isno informa-
tionavailablewith the company
asoftoday,whichisrequiredtobe
reportedunderextantSEBI(Listing
Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements)Regulations,2015,
andwhichmayhaveabearingon
the stockprice of the company,”

Mindtree said inanexchange fil-
ing. “The sharepricemovement
onApril18,2022,wasinlinewith
thatofindustrypeersaswellasthe
day’smarket indices,” it said. “At
present,wedonothaveanyinfor-
mation that is required tobedis-
closedinaccordancewiththeSEBI
(ListingObligationsandDisclosure
Requirements)Regulations,2015,”
L&TInfotechsaidinafiling.ENS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL18

CAUTIONINGONthe ‘grim’near-
termglobal outlook, theReserve
BankofIndia(RBI)onMondaysaid
the surge in commodityprices is
alreadyposing inflation risks, es-
pecially through the conduit of
surgingimports.
“Rapidlywidening tradeand

currentaccountdeficits co-exist-
ingwithportfoliocapitaloutflows
weighonexternal sustainability,
althoughthestrengthofunderly-
ingfundamentalsandthestockof
international reserves provide
buffers,”theRBIsaidinits‘Stateof
theeconomy’ report. Retail infla-
tionhasgoneup to6.95per cent
inMarch.Foodandbeverages in-

flationwasthemaindriver,rising
to7.5per cent inMarch from5.9
percentinFebruary,theRBIreport
said. “India too is experiencing
tremorsfromthese(global)devel-
opments. The fallout of thewar
andretaliatorysanctionsisalready
evidentininflationprintsandbal-
anceofpaymentsdevelopments,”
theRBIreportsaid.WhiletheRBI

kept the repo rateunchanged in
theAprilpolicyreview,ithasiniti-
atedtheprocessofnormalisation
oftheaccommodativepolicy.
AccordingtotheRBI,thenear-

termglobaloutlookappearsgrim,
caughtupinavortexofgeo-polit-
ical risksmaterialising rapidly,
strained supply chains and the
quickeningpaceofmonetarypol-
icynormalisation.“Emergingmar-
ket economies arebracingup to
contendwith swift shifts in risk
sentiments and tightening of
global financial conditions that
couldproducerealeconomycon-
sequenceswhichmaythwart in-
cipientrecoveriesorevenprecip-
itate rocketing inflation and
economicdownturns,”itsaid.
“The Indian economy is not

immune to thesenegativeexter-

nalities,”thereportsaid.
India faces these challenges

fromapositionofstrengthbuilton
broadened vaccine coverage, fi-
nancialsectorresilience,robustex-
port and remittances and fiscal
reprioritisation to spur capital
spendingoninfrastructure,itsaid.
“Going forward, spurringprivate
investment remainsakey thrust
area for sustaining growth on a
durablebasis,”thereportsaid.
As India enters Samvat2079,

thethirdwaveseemstobebehind
and,withtheremovalofallcurbs,
alongsideabroadeningof vacci-
nation,economicactivityisreturn-
ingtospeed,itsaid.“Mostsectors
arereachingorhaveexceededpre-
pandemic levels. Bankcredithas
gatheredpaceandthejobmarket
isgatheringsteam...”

RBI ‘STATEOFTHEECONOMY’REPORT

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,APRIL18

RIVALS IN the food-delivery
space Swiggy and Zomato
havetogetherinvestedinSaaS
companyUrbanPiper,which
provides a single-window
platformtorestaurantstohelp
run their operations. The
Bengaluru-based startup,
whichcountsmar-
quee restaurant
chains like
McDonald’s, Pizza
Hut, KFC, Subway,
Taco Bell, Rebel
Foods among its
customer base,
raised$24millionin itsSeries
Bfundinground,itsaid.

Investmentround
Theroundwasledbyexist-

ing investors SequoiaCapital
India and Tiger Globalwith
SwiggyandZomatobeingon-
boardedasnew investors. “A
slewofreputedangelinvestors
alsoparticipated in the fund-
ing round including Pankaj
Chaddah(Shyft),AnkitNagori
(Curefoods), Saahil Goel and
VisheshKhurana(Shiprocket),
Khadim Bhatti and Vara
Kumar(Whatfix),amongoth-
ers,”thecompanysaid.
It added that currently it

processes over 18per cent of
all online foodorders placed
eachmonth in India, andhas
grownover10timesinthelast
twoyears.“Currently,arestau-
rant signsupwithanaverage
of 6-10differentonline chan-
nels/aggregators –making it
challengingtomanagemulti-
ple tablets/dashboards.
ThroughUrbanPiper, restau-
rantscanintegratealltheseag-

gregators onto a singledash-
boardandconnectit
with their pointsof
saleresultingina70
percentdecrease in
orderfailure,”itsaid.
The company,
whichhasover150
employees in India,

planstoincreaseitsheadcount
toover250inthenext1year.

Thesignificance
Sequoia India’s principal

ShraeyanshThakursaid:“Due
topandemic-leddisruptions,
merchants now increasingly
wanttoadoptdigitalchannels
andupgradetheiroperations.
UrbanPiper is at the forefront
of this digital transformation
andisstrategicallypositioned
to build infrastructure con-
nectingdigitalplayerstomer-
chantsintheF&Becosystem...”
Theinvestmentroundalsoas-
sumessignificancebecause it
brings rivals Swiggy and
Zomatoon thesametable for
thefirsttime.Boththecompa-
nies have been strategically
funding startups albeitwith
different future roadmaps.
Swiggyrecentlyleda$180mil-
lioninvestmentroundinbike
aggregator platformRapido,
while Zomato agreed to buy
Blinkit, inadditiontobuyinga
stake in food robotics firm
MukundaFoods.

SECTORWATCH
FOODDELIVERY

ED attaches assets worth
`757 cr of Amway India
Cooperatingwithauthorities ‘towardsfair legal,
logicalconclusionofoutstandingissues’:Firm

‘Globalpolicy tighteningmay
precipitate rocketing inflation’

‘Merger talks with L&T arm speculative’
MINDTREE INEXCHANGEFILING

TheRBI,Mumbai.Near-term
globaloutlookappears
grim, it said inareport. File

Why have rivals
Swiggy, Zomato
come together to
fund an SaaS firm

Deliveryexecutivesin
Mumbai.Swiggy,Zomato
investedinUrbanPiper.File

BRIEFLY
Musk,Twitter
Detroit:TeslachiefElonMu-
sktooktakeaswipeatTwit-
ter, tweeting “Board salary
willbe$0ifmybidsucceeds,
sothat’s~$3M/yearsavedri-
ghtthere,”inreplytoauser’s
post.TwittersaidMondayit
tookthe ‘poisonpill’planto
protectitself from“coercive
orotherwiseunfair”takeov-
ertactics.Itplanstosellsha-
res at adiscount toprevent
attemptsbyanyshareholder
fromhavingover15percent
stake.Meanwhile, replying
to venture capitalist Garry
Tan’stweet,Twitterex-CEO
JackDorsey called out the
company’sboardsaying“it’s
consistently been the
dysfunction of the com-
pany.”AGENCIES

ChinaQ1GDP
Beijing:ChinaGDProse4.8%
inthefirstquarter.REUTERS

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEWDELHI,APRIL18

CANON,Agloballeaderincameraandim-
agingtechnologies,isseeingthepandemic
trigger surge in newdemands.Manabu
Yamazaki,CEOandpresident,CanonIndia,
saidthedemandforhigh-definition,highly
functional equipment to streamreligious
services is something theyhadnever be-
foreimaginedasanindependentvertical.
Hetoldindianexpress.com,“Thisisprob-

ablywherewerealisemaybesomeofthese

professional equipmentneedevenmore
marketing investments to make itself
knowntothosenewgroupsofcustomers,”
addingthatonlineeducationandthewed-
ding industry is alsopushingdemand for
professionalvideoequipment.
Yamazaki said thereare “encouraging

signs of people trying to reinvest in the
market and restart thiswhole operation
and evenmigrate into something new”,
adding that there are signs of newbusi-
nessesflourishinginthemarket.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Canon’s new demand segment:
Streaming of religious services

SAT admits
Ramkrishna
plea against Sebi
Mumbai:TheSecuritiesAppellate
Tribunal (SAT) has admitted
former NSE MD-CEO Chitra
Ramkrishna’spleaagainstanor-
der by Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) relating to
governance lapses at the bourse
and directed her to deposit an
amountofRs2crore.
ItalsodirectedNSEtodeposit

Rs 4.73 crore towards leave en-
cashment anddeferredbonusof
Ramkrishnainanescrowaccount
as against Sebi’s directionwhere
the amountwas to beparked in
theInvestorProtectionFundTrust.
InanorderdatedFebruary11,

SebislappedapenaltyofRs3cro-
reonRamkrishnaforallegedgov-
ernancelapsesinacaserelatedto
theappointmentofAnandSubra-
manian as theGroupOperating
OfficerandAdvisorwhenshewas
atthehelmofNSEasitsMD&CEO.
Sebi hadaskedNSE to forfeit the
excess leave encashment of Rs
1.54croreandtheRs2.83crorede-
ferredbonusofRamkrishna. ENS

NewDelhi:Thegovernment
isexpectingtosigna“signif-
icant” number of MoUs
with players in the semi-
conductor ecosystemdur-
ingIndia’sfirstglobalsemi-
conductor conference that
is scheduled for later this
month, said Minister of
State forElectronics and IT
RajeevChandrasekharsaid
onMonday.
The conference, called Semicon India

2022,willbeorganisedinBengalurufrom
April29toMay1.“Theinterestthatisbeing

shownby leadingnamesof
theworldinIndiaasadesign,
manufacturing, packaging,
display, compound fabhub
is unprecedented,” he said.
The Centre is expecting
someofthebiggestnamesin
thesemiconductorspaceto
participate in the confer-
ence,Chandrasekharsaid.
In December last year,

theUnionCabinet hadap-
proved a Rs 76,000-crore policy pro-
gramme for semiconductor anddisplay
manufacturingecosystem.ENS
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COMINGOUTofthestresscreated
bytheCovid-19pandemic,thedo-
mestic general insurance indus-
try — led by state-ownedNew
India Assurance (NIA) — has
endedFY22withapremiumofRs
2.20lakhcrore,up11percentover
Rs1.98 lakh crorepremiummo-
bilised in FY21. However, latest
Irdaidatashowsthatprivateplay-
ers are fast gainingmarket share
andcatchingupwith fourpublic
sector players which hitherto
dominatedthesector.
Thanks to thepandemic and

stagnantmotor third party pre-
mium for the last two years, in
FY22,healthportfoliohastoppled
themotorbusinesstobecomethe
largestsegmentintheindustryfor
the first time in the history of
Indiangeneralinsuranceindustry.
The total health premiumof

the industry has risen by26per
centtoRs66.167crore(Rs52,689
croreintheyearago)tillFebruary
2022whiletotalmotorpremium
(own damage andmotor third
partymotor premium) has ex-
pandedonlyby3.62percenttoRs
63,052 crore (Rs 60,851 crore a
yearago)duringtheperiod.Crop
insurance premiumwhich has
fallenbyfivepercenttoRs26,654
croretillFebruary2022,isstillthe
thirdlargestportfoliooftheIndian
general insuranceindustry.
While NIA raised itsmarket

shareto14.76percent(14.33per

cent in FY21), all fourmain line
general insurers—NIA,National
Insurance,UnitedIndiaInsurance,
Oriental Insurance andNational
Insurance—lost212basispoints
of theirmarket share to private
players andhave a total share of
34percentasofFY22-end.
Fivestandaloneprivatehealth

insurancecompanies, ledbyStar
Health&AlliedInsuranceComp-
any, sawa32.53 per cent rise in
gross direct premium income in
FY22toRs20,880.08croreagainst
Rs15,755.18croreayearago. For
the first time,privateplayer ICICI
LombardGeneralInsurance,with
a premium of Rs 17,976 crore
emerged India’s second largest
general insurer. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

TOTAL INDUSTRYPREMIUMUPAT`2.2LCR

FY22: Pvt insurers
gain market share,
health top portfolio

Mumbai:Settlementofhea-
lth insurance reimbursem-
entclaimsafterdischargeon
anaveragetakesabout20to
46days fromthedateof in-
timation to the insurer, re-
vealsasurvey.Conductedby
insuranceplayerSecureNow,
it showedpatients arequite
prompt in informingthe in-
sureroftheclaim,withmost
intimatingtheconcernedin-
surance companywithin a
weekofhospitalisation. ENS

‘20-46 days for
health claim
settlement’

RAJEEVCHANDRASEKHAR
MoS, Electronics & IT File

MoS IT: Leading global names
interested in India as chip hub

NewDelhi:TheEnforcementDirectorate
(ED)hasattachedassetsworthoverRs757
croreof oneof thecountry’smostknown
multi-levelmarketing (MLM)anddirect-
sellingcompanies,AmwayIndia,aspartof
amoney-launderinginvestigation.
The agency issued a statement on

Monday, alleging that the companywas
perpetratinga “scam”by runningapyra-
mid “fraud” in the guise of direct-selling
MLMnetwork. “The entire focus of the
companyisaboutpropagatinghowmem-
berscanbecomerichbybecomingmem-

bers.Thereisnofocusontheproducts.
“Productsareusedtomasqueradethis

MLMpyramidfraudasadirect-sellingcom-
pany,” the ED alleged. An Amway
spokesperson said they are cooperating
with theauthorities “towards a fair legal,
and logical conclusionof theoutstanding
issues”.AmwaysaidtheEDactionwaswith
regard to an investigationdatingback to
2011andsincethen,thecompanyhasbeen
cooperating with the agency and has
sharedalltheinformationsoughtbyitfrom
timetotime.PTI

ED attaches assets worth
`757 cr of Amway India

‘Loan assets securitised by
NBFCs jump 43% in FY22’
Total value of loan assets securitised by NBFCs,
including housing finance firms, rose around 43% last
fiscal to Rs 1,25,000 crore, an Icra Ratings report said

Securitisation volume in FY24 is expected to touch pre-Covid level of `2 lakh crore

Securitisation referstopooling
ofcash-flow-producingassets
suchasmortgages,loans,bonds
andsubsequentissuanceof
securitiesinthecapitalmarkets
backedbythesecollateralpools

Growthinsecuritisationvolumes
inFY22wasonaccountof:
■ LowerbaseofFY21
■ Quickrecovery ineconomic
activitiesafter2ndCovidwave
Source:
IcraRatings/PTI

amountof loanssecuritisedin
FY21byNBFCs(non-banking
financialcompanies)andHFCs
(housingfinancecompanies)

`87,300cr

New Delhi



Government of Jammu and Kashmir.

Office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti PHE, Ground Water Division, Sgr.
Gist of e-Tender.

e-NIT No -PHE/GWDS/02 of 04/2022

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited in 02 Cover System for the

below mentioned work from registered Mechanical contractors/Firms as per the details given in tender document.

S.

No
Name of work

Est. Cost
Rs. in

Lacs

Earnest
Money

Cost of
Tender

Document

Time of
comple-

tion

Class of

Contract

Programme
Technical

sanction

1.
Development of
production tube wells by
P.T.O of Air Compressor
in Kashmir Valley

Rs.
25.00

lacs

Rs.
50,000/-

Rs.
1000/-

30
Days

Mechanical
Contractor/

Firms

M&E
(Non-Plan) PHE/GWD/02

of 04/2022

2.

Development of
production tube wells by
P.T.O of Air Compressor
Pulwama, Sopore and
Srinagar Districts

Rs.
24.52
lacs

Rs.
49,000/-

Rs.
1000/-

30
Days

Mechanical
Contractor/

Firms

M&E
(Plan)

PHE/GWD/03
of 04/2021

Note: The Technical sheet appended with the e-NIT shall have to be filled by firm for the
Technical evaluation of the item of work.

S.No:-01: AAA Accorded Order No.:-PHE/MCN/Works/18 of 03/2022, dated: 18-03-2022.

S.No:-02: AAA Accorded Order No.:- PHE/MCN/Works/18 of 03/2022, dated: 18-03-2022.

Crtical Dates/Information.

1. Publishing Date 16-04-2022 (02:00 PM)

2. Period of Downloading of Bids 16 -04-2022 (02:00 P.M) to 06-05-2022 (04.30 P.M)

3. Period of Submission of bids 16-04-2022 (02:00 P.M) to 06-05-2022 (04.30 P.M)

4. Date of opening of Tender. 07-05-2022 at (02:00 P.M)

5. Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground Water SrinagarKashmir-190011

6.
Dcument Cost : Non-Refundable in the shape of Treasury Challan/receipt deposited to Account Head 0215 in favour of Executive Engineer (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground

Water Division Srinagar( at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) (The firm shall specify the name of work for which apply)

7. Bid Validity Period: 180 Days

8. The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www. Jktenders.gov.in

9. The bids of only those agencies shall be accepted who posses valid registration certificate of Mechanical Contractor/Firms.

No: -PHE/GWDS/190. Executive Engineer
Dated: 15-04-2022. Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water

Division, Srinagar.
DIPK-673

Government of Odisha,
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL),

ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR-751001
email: ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com

ROAD CONNECTIVITY PROJECT OF LEFT WING EXTREMISM AFFECTED AREA (RCPLWEA)

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

e-Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. CE-WBP(O)-02/2022-23

File No- CEWP-RCPLWEA-3-56/2020- 15135 Dated: 16-04-2022
The Chief Engineer, (World Bank Projects), Bhubaneswar, Odisha on behalf of Odisha State Rural Connectivity Project Agency
invites the percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction of roads under RCPLWEA in the districts of
Malkangiri & Kandhamal for 4 number of packages with estimated cost as mentioned in IFB totaling to Rs.3340.80 lakhs
including their maintenance for five years from the eligible contractors registered with State PWD / CPWD / MES / Railways.

* Special conditions 1-EPF registration is mandatory before drawl of agreement.2- Rate quoted by the contractor shall be excluding GST.3. Original Bid
Security Declaration format. Bid submission fee and original affidavits should be submitted at the O/o Chief Engineer, (World Bank Projects),
Bhubaneswar, Odisha Or O/o. Superintending Engineer of Concerned (R&B) Division.
*Details can be seen from the e-procurement portal www.pmqsytenders.gov.in
* Subsequent modification/corrigendum/Addendum if required shall be appeared in the website only.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, World Bank Projects, Odisha

OIPR- 34003/11/0002/2223

B-55

1. Name of the work : Construction of road and CD works including five year maintenance under RCPLWEA @
Batch-I for the year 2021-22

2. Class of Contractor. : As mentioned in Annexure
3. No of packages. : 04 No of Package
4. Estimated cost : Varies from Approx. Rs.208.01 Lakh to Rs.1421.16 Lakh (Information in DTCN will be Final)

5. Bid submission fee. : Rs. 10,000/-(Non-Refundable)per set of package
6. Mode of submission of tender. : Only through online in website. www.pmgsytenders.gov.in.

7. Summary of key dates are provided below:

Procurement Officer Bid
Identifica-
tion No.

Availability of Tender on-line for
bidding

Last date & time
for seeking
clarification

Last Date and time
of submission of

Original documents

Date & Time of opening
of tender

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

Chief Engineer, (World Bank
Projects), Bhubaneswar. Odisha

CE-WBP(O)-
2/2022-23

20-04-2022 From
11.00. A. M

10-05-2022
Up to 05.00 P.M.

07-05-2022
Up to 01.00 P.M.

13-05-2022
By 01.00 PM

11-05-2022
At 11.00 A.M.

Will be
intimated later

PRESS NIT No. 01 (2022-23) Press Notice Tender

S.
No

Name of Work
Amount put to

Tender/
Estimated cost

EMD/ Tender
Fee

Date of release of
tender procurement

solution/I.D.No.

Last date/time of receipt
of bid through e-

procurement solution

1
P/L 400 mm dia M.S. connection line from A-5 RW to feeding
main of Palla RWTW for improving water supply at Holambi
Kalan and SGT UGR under ACE(M)-3.

Rs.
90,21,961/-

Rs. 1,80,500/-
Rs. 1000/-

16.04.2022
2022_DJB_220623_1

25.04.2022
pto 3.00 PM

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 39 (2022-23)

Sd/-
Dy. Superintending Engineer (T) M-3

OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER M-3
DY. SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (T) M-3

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
H-BLOCK: SECTOR-15: ROHINI: DELHI-89 E-mail Id:-eeetenderingm3.dib@gmail.com

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
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OFFICE: GOVERNMENT COLLEGE SIDHRAWALI,

DISTRICT GURUGRAM

NOTICE FOR CANTEEN BID (SESSION 2022-23)

A “Refreshment Arrangements Bid” is being organized for
College Canteen at Government College, Sidhrawali for the
Session 2022-23 on 23.04.2022 at 11.00 A.M. Interested bidders
may come to the College Campus and participate in the bid.
NOTE: TERMS AND CONDITION APPLIED

(Interested parties can visit and obtain terms and conditions
from the Office of Government College Sidhrawali on any work-
ing day.)

PRINCIPAL9038/HRY
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THEENGLISHPremierLeaguetitleraceisgo-
ing down to thewire once again and as has
beenthecaseinthepreviousfewseasons, it
seems to be a straight shootout between
Manchester City and Liverpool. After 31
games,CityleadstheRedsbyasolitarypoint
and by the look of the fixtures lined up, it
seemstobe their title to lose.

Citizens’ title charge
Afteranearlyexit fromtheCarabaoCup,

Manchester City have only had to play 49
gamesincomparisontothe52byLiverpool.
Bothteamsarestill intheChampionsLeague
butLiverpoolknockedCityoutof theFACup
lastweekend. Onpaper, City have a far eas-
ier run-in to theendof theseason.
Pep Guardiola’s squad have to face only

threeteamscurrentlyintheTop10,andnone
of themareintheTop6asofnow.Oneof the
team’s facing City would be West Ham
United. The Hammers have reached the
Europa League semi-finals and if they ad-
vancetothefinal,thatmatchwouldbethree
days before the City clash andwould thus
takeprecedence for theDavidMoyes’ team.
Other than them, City would be wary of
WolverhamptonWanderers, a teamwhere
theirrecordisn’tasstrongasthey'dlike,and
Brighton&HoveAlbion,ateamthatrecently
knocked over Arsenal and Tottenham
Hotspur. Interestingly, Man City’s final-day
fixturewouldbeagainstanAstonVillateam
coachedbyLiverpoollegendStevenGerrard.

Liverpool’s treble charge
One point behind the Premier League

leaders, aUEFAChampions League semi-fi-
nal clash against Villarreal and an FA Cup
Final against Chelsea on the horizon –
Liverpoolcouldfinishthisseasonwiththree
domestictrophiesandthebiggestEuropean
title theycould lay theirhandson.
But the Premier League remains their

toughest challenge. The run-in to the final
daydoesn’treallyhelptheircause.Firstupis
aManchester United team chasing fourth
spot and a Champions League appearance
fornext season.
Then there is the Merseyside Derby

against anEverton teamlooking tostaveoff
relegation. Post that, they face a resurgent
Newcastle United under Eddie Howe and a
Tottenhamchasing yet another Champions
Leaguespot.LiverpoolwillalsofaceGerrard’s
Villa in one of their final two games of the
PremierLeagueseason.
There is also the small matter of their

ChampionsLeaguecampaign.Theschedul-
ingof their andCity’s gamescouldbeacru-
cial factor.
The Citizens will get onemore day be-

tween their matches rest more than

LiverpoolwhentheyfaceLeedsUnitedwhile
JurgenKlopp’steamwillfindVillarrealinthe
first legof their Champions League semi-fi-
nal sandwiched between theMerseyside
Derbyanda trip toNewcastle.

Top-four hopes
WhileLiverpoolandManCitybattleitout

for the league title, Chelsea, Manchester
United, Arsenal and Tottenham find them-
selves in a battle to take the other two
ChampionsLeaguespots.
Chelseaarecurrentlyinthebestposition

among the four teamswith 62 points from
30games.Barringanunforeseenlossofform,
the thirdspot seemstobe theirown.
It's the race for the fourth spot that has

beenintriguing.
At some point this season, all of

Tottenham, Arsenal andManchesterUnited
havehadtheopportunitytostringtogethera
fewwins andmake the spot their own. But
these threeclubscontinuetopassontheba-
ton toone another and it doesn’t seemtobe
anydifferentastheseasonpetersdown.
Tottenham,currently in fourthspot,have

57points in32games.
Their remaining fixtures include a home

gameagainstLeicester,anawaygameagainst
LiverpoolandthehomeNorthLondonderby
againstArsenal.Allthreeof thesegamestake
place in the space of 12days and could very
well torpedo their fourth-spot hopes.
Similarly,ManchesterUnitedtoohaveamur-
derers’ rowof fixtures to contendwith after
havingsecured54points in32games.
They will have to face Liverpool and

Arsenalawayfromhomeinthespaceof four
days and then take on Chelsea in their final
game of the season at home. Judging by
United’s one-step-forward-two-steps- back
approachthisseason,theycouldbetheeven-
tual losers inthisbattle forfourth.
Arsenal are currently on 54points, level

withUnited but have a game in hand. They
toofaceatoughendtotheirseasonwithfix-
tures against Chelsea, Manchester United
andTottenhamtoboot.

—EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

Liverpool'sMohamedSalah(R) in
actionduringagamevsManCity.AP

Red or Blue:Which
colourwill reign as EPL
title race enters last lap

MIHIRVASAVDA
APRIL 18

FORTHEfirsttimesincewinningthebronze
medal at the Tokyo Olympics, Bajrangwill
competeinaninternationaltournamentthis
weekattheAsianChampionships,whichbe-
gin inUlaanbaataronTuesday.Uponhis re-
turn,however,hewon’tbefacingoffagainst
some of his old rivals in the 65kg weight
class. There’ll be no Takuto Otoguro, the
OlympicchampionfromJapanwhohasbeen
a constant thorn for Bajrang, this week; or
even Daulet Niyazbekov, whom the Indian
beat towin thebronze inTokyo.
In their absence, Bajrang’s path to the

continental title, which he has won twice,
hasbecomefairly smooth.
Thebiggestchallenge,though,willcome

fromwithin.Thiswasevidentduringthese-
lection trials for the Asian Championships
lastmonth,Bajrang’sfirstcompetitionsince
the Olympics. In the final against Rohit,
Bajrangwasfar fromconvincingashecame
back from0-2downtowin4-2.
Itmighthavepassedoffasrustiness,ow-

ing toa lackof competition, butBajranghas
been strugglingwith a knee injury, which
forced him to miss the ranking series in
Romeand Istanbul thisyear.
Hepointedfingersatthelackofaproper

support system,claimingthathehadtoun-
dergotherehabprocessbyhimselfwithout
thehelpof aprofessional physio,whichde-
layed his return. Bajrang later played down
the comments but when he competes on
Saturday,hisfitness–asmuchasform–will
comeunder scrutiny.
Beforethat,however,there’llbealothap-

pening from an Indian point of view given
that this is the first major championship
since last year’s Olympics and one thatwill
beaprecursor to theAsianGames later this
year.
The competition begins with Greco-

Roman, a style that’s largely been Greek to
Indianwrestlers.
On Tuesday, number 2 seed in the 87kg

category, Sunil Kumarbut for him tomatch
orbetterhisbestperformance–silverinthe
2019edition–willbeamammothtaskgiven
that theweight class is brimmingwith top-
qualitywrestlers.
Former Asian champion and top seed

NursultanTursynovofKazakhstanwillhead-
line this category, which will also include
Iran’sNaserAlizadeh,thegoldmedalistfrom
the last edition, andUzbekistan’s Jalgasbay
Berdimuratov.SouthKorea’s Jin-hyeokKim,

aformerAsianbronzemedalist,willonlyadd
totheintrigueandfurthercomplicateSunil’s
path to thepodium.

High-flying Anshu
While Bajrangwill largely be up against

himself, the fast-emerging star inwomen’s
wrestling, the defending champion in the
57kg category, AnshuMalik,will be keen to
proveshecanrepeatthesameperformance
inastronger field.
OneofthebiggestattractionsoftheAsian

Championships thisweekwill be the return
of theJapaneseandChinesewomenaftersix
months.Thewrestlersfromthesetwopower-
house countries last took part in theWorld
Championshipslastyear,andhadskippedthe
lasteditionofthecontinentaltournamentbe-
causeofpandemic-relatedtravelproblems.
In their absence, Anshu emerged as the

bestinherclassattheAsianChampionships
andwon a silver at theworlds last year. In
Mongolia,thetopseedwill looktoasserther
dominance ina tricky, seven-wrestler field.
The main challenge for Anshu could

comefromJapan’sTsugumiSakurai.Aworld
champion in the 55kg category – a non-
Olympicclass–Sakuraimovedupbyacou-
ple of kilos to 57kg to lay down themarker
fortheParisGames,whereshe’ll trytoover-
come twice Olympics champion Risako
Kawai toget into the Japanese team.
Asthefirststep inthatdirection,Sakurai

will looktowinhermaidencontinentaltitle
in 57kg,withAnshubeing her biggest rival.
The Indian wrestler, meanwhile, will also
have to deal with the challenges posed by

juniorworld champion Nilufar Raimova of
Kazakhstan, inwhat appears to be a three-
waycontest in thisweight class.
WithveteranwrestlerVineshPhogatyet

to return to competition after the Tokyo
Olympics, Anshu will be one of India’s
biggest hopes this week alongwith Sarita
Mor–anotherdefendingchampion–inthe
59kgcategory.

India vs Iran in freestyle
While Japanwill be the biggest test for

thewomenwrestlers, India’s duels against
Iranian grapplers will decidewho gets the
upperhand in themen’s categories.
IndiahavefinishedsecondonlytoIranin

the last three editions of the Asian
Championship butwith theWestern Asian
country sending a squad with some rela-
tively fresh faces, India, who have fielded a
strongside,will fancytheirchancestofinish
at the top.
Iran are without some of their biggest

names, includingworld champion Hassan
Yazdani in the 86kg, making the task that
mucheasier for the Indians.
Bajrang, for instance, will be up against

lastyear’sjuniorworldchampioninthe61kg
class, Rahman Amouzadkhalili, in his pur-
suit of amedal while in the 86kg category,
DeepakPuniawillconsiderhischancesfora
maiden Asian title to be boosted in the ab-
senceof Yazdani.
But unlike Bajrang,who is a favourite in

hisweightcategory,DeepakandRaviDahiya,
theothermedalhopefuls,will have tonavi-
gatepastdifficultopponents.
Deepak, for instance, might have to get

the better of Azamat Dauletbekov of
Kazakhstan, who has a winning record
againsttheIndian,towinhisfirstAsiangold
medal.
AndTokyoGamessilvermedalistDahiya,

looking to complete a hat-trick of Asian ti-
tles in the 57kg category, will renewhis ri-
valrywithUzbekistan’sGulomjonAbdullaev,
against whomhe has amixed record, and
could be up against Kyrgyzstan’s Almaz
Smanbekov,whowontheYasarDogucham-
pionshipearlier thisyear.

ItwillbeBajrangPunia’s first
competitionsincetheTokyoOlympics.

Rustinessan issue forTokyomedallistatAsianWrestlingChampionship

For once, Bajrang Punia
will be his own nemesis

Oneof thebiggestattractionsof
theAsianChampionshipsthis
weekwillbethereturnof the
JapaneseandChinesewomen
aftersixmonths.

REUTERS
SEVILLE,APRIL 18

REALMADRID's Karim Benzema struck a
last-gaspwinner as the visitors recovered
from two goals down to beat title rivals
Sevilla 3-2 in a thrilling LaLiga clash on
SundaythattookCarloAncelotti'ssideastep
closer towinning the title.
The victorymeans Real now have a 15-

point lead at the top over closest rivals
Barcelona, who have two games in hand,
Sevilla in third and fourth-placed Atletico
Madrid,whoearlierbeatEspanyol2-1,with
six roundsofmatches remaining.
Benzema fired home twominutes into

added time after Rodrygo and Nacho
FernandezhadpulledRealleveltocancelout
Sevilla's2-0halftimeleadthroughgoalsfrom
Ivan Rakitic and Erik Lamela at a packed
RamonSanchezPizjuanstadium."Everyone
is waiting for Real Madrid to stumble, but
RealMadriddon’tstumblebecausewehave
heart and character. LaLiga is not finished,
butwehavetakenabigstep,"saidAncelotti.
Itwasataleof twohalvesasSevilladom-

inated the first but disappeared after the
breakinamatchthatwasmarkedbyseveral
controversialdecisionsbyrefereeGuillermo
Cuadra.
Hedidnotgiveapenaltyforwhatlooked

to be a clear handball by Sevilla defender
Diego Carlos after 17minutes and then de-
clined to showReal's EduardoCamavinga a
secondyellowcardforafoulfrombehindon
AntonyMartial in the37th. The referee also
disallowedViniciusJr'sequaliserforRealfor
a marginal handball decision in the 78th
minute, sticking by his call after being sent
to thepitchsidemonitorbyVAR.
“Wedid it evenafter a lotof controversy

because we don't understand how the ref
cancallahandballbyViniciusandnotcall it
forDiegoCarlos,"Ancelotti toldanewscon-
ference.
Sevilla got in front early in the first half

after twomistakes fromRealdefenderEder
Militao ina fourminutespan.
First,Rakiticfiredafree-kickthroughthe

Realwalltoopenthescoringinthe21stafter
Militao left a gaping hole and fourminutes
later the Brazilian let Jesus Corona run be-
hind the defence to cross for the unmarked
Lamela tomake it2-0.
After Camavinga's close call for fouling

Martial, Ancelotti brought off the young
FrenchmidfielderatthebreakforRodrygo,a
movethatchangedthegameinReal'sfavour
as the Brazilian gave a superb performance
off thebench.HescoredReal’s first goal five
minutes into the second half, started the
move that ended with fellow substitute
Nachonettingthesecondinthe82ndand10
minutes later crossed for LaLiga top scorer
Benzemato firehomethewinner.

Benzema takes
Real a step
closer to title

CROSSWORD4718

ACROSS
1Coastaldefence that is soon
liquidated?(10)
6Beat inaroundof golf` (4)
10Withdrawpermission(5)
11Pledgegivenbysenator is
broken(9)
12Aruncausedbypanic in the
stockmarketperhaps (8)
13Arug’smaybetheanswer to
icing (5)
15 Justmeansastretchof cut turf
(7)
17Examineaboythat’sbackward
-adisgrace (7)
19Gaunt-lookingwriter (7)
21Unusuallyprecisedrills (7)
22Wehear fortyof theRomansdo
better (5)
24Tocreateastir, trysomeskill
(8)
27Scatteredonceandnever toget
togetheragain (9)
28Determinedtohavemoney in
retirement (3,2)
29At lasthestarts towarmup(4)
30Angerbadlyoutof place,
generallyspeaking(2,3,5)

DOWN
1and14Down:Finepeoplegive
heartfeltoaths (4,2,3,5)
2Theobjectwasn’t far from
causinganaccident (4,5)
3Topcolour (5)
4Heplayshavocwhen ingood
form(7)
5Sounds likemorework for the
tenants (7)
7Tellingstories inbed?(5)
8Maybe latesinger’sonewith
widerangeof skills? (10)
9Whatgunrunners takepart in?
(4,4)
14See1Down
16Wherestrainwill causea
parting (4,4)
18Painterwhogivesorders? (9)
20Fabrics tobesoldperyard
perhaps (7)
21Benice toadogandabird for
example (7)
23Comeoutwithmeagainand
haveadrink(5)
25Flappingsailsof hempfibre (5)
26Unrepeatablestartof fairy
story (4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
If youareovera
professionalcrisis, or
someotherpublic
storm,youshould

nowconcentrateonhome
decorationsandfamily
celebrations.Sortoutyour
finances todayandformulate
pleasurableplans. If you just sit
backandpassivelywait for the
best tohappen, then itmight
justpassyouby.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Therelationship
betweentheSun,
representingyour
aspirations,andthe

Moonsymbolisingyourprivate
affairs,brings togetherareasof
your lifewhicharenotalways
intimatelyconnected. I'd say
that this isaperfect timeto
reflectonthepastandmakea
wish for the future.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Oneof yourcrucial
planetarycycles
concerns the
passageofMercury

aroundyoursolarchart. This
indicates thatanycurrent
secretive tendencieswill
definitelybereinforcedover the
coming fewweeks.Perhapsyou
havegoodreasons forkeeping
certain thoughts toyourself.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Thisundoubtedly is
goingtobean
extremelycomplex
period,butyouhave

aperfectly freechoiceas tohow
faryouget involved.Nobody
canforceyoutodoanything
againstyourwill.Myadvice
wouldbetoenjoyall
mysteriousdevelopments,but
toknowwhere todrawthe line.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Thecombined
presenceof old
influencesandnew
offersarecertainly

givingyoupause for thought.
There'sanairofmystery,which
maywellmeanthatyouare the
causeof suspicion inother
people'sminds, sobetolerant
andunderstanding. If someone
appears tocauseoffence, then
goeasyonthem:theymight
notmean it.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Youshould loseno
timeif youhave
moreadventurousor
travelplans to

finalise,oroverseascontacts to
cultivate. Familymembers far
awaywouldappreciate it if you
got in touch, so takethe
initiativeandmakecontact.You
mightevenbepleasantly
surprised.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
It'sa finemoment to
settledomestic
spending,evento
finaliseaproperty

deal. Legalmattersmayalsobe
increasingly important,
althoughforsomeof you
itwillbea foreigncontact
whichdominatesyour
thoughts.Try to liftyour
sightsbeyondtrivial
day-to-dayconcerns.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Thatdynamicplanet
Mars iswithouta
doubtencouraging
youtobecome

moreadventurous,even if
youstill feel that someone
close isholdingyouback.
The first stepmaybetowork
outyour finances, andyou
candoso justassoonasyou
havetakenpartners into
yourconfidence.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Thetrue
interpretationof
currentplanetary
influences is that

thought, communicationand
studyarevital. Theseprinciples
underlieeverythingelse inyour
life foranother threemonths,
andthemessage is thatyou'd
betterknowwhatyou're
talkingabout.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Otherpeople's
determinationnot to
co-operateshould
bynowhavebeen

replacedbyaneagerness to join
in. Inpointof fact, thismaybe
noeasier todealwith.
Whatever therightsorwrongs
of anyparticularsituation,you
shouldgivepartners thebenefit
of thedoubt.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
It canbeconfusing
whenthesame
factspoint to
different

conclusions. If youarenow
toldsomething inacurious
manner, itmaytakeyou
sometimetodiscoverwhat
thisparticularperson is
actually tryingtosay.The
conclusion is:don't jump
toconclusions.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Ifmeetings,
interviewsor
negotiationsare
planned,you

shouldbe inastrongposition,
although if exactly thesame
situationshouldberepeated in,
say,oneor twomonths’ time,
youmaynotbeso lucky.That's
why it's important todothe
best jobyoucannow.

S
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Nothingcanbringyou___but___- -RWEmerson(5,.,8)

SOLUTION:TEPEE,AROSE,CILIUM,PURIFY
Answer:Nothingcanbringyoupeacebutyourself-RWEmerson

PTEEE IIMCLU

EAORS YIRUFP

SolutionsCrossword4717:Across:1Jackpot,5Eagle,8Monastery,9Out,10Sago,
12Distinct,14Thebes,15Saline,17Setmeals,18Ogre,21Pie,22Intimates,24
Testy,25Regency.Down: 1Jambs,2Con,3Post,4Thetis,5Egyptian,6Grounding,
7Entitle,11Greatness,13Serenity,14Tosspot,16Ulster,19Essay,20Smug,23Tin.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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PLAYING TONIGHT
Indian Premier League
LSG vs RCB, 7.30pm, Live on Star Sports Network

Buttler'saggressionwith thebat,Chahal'sguilewith theballhelpRajasthan
Royals edgeoutcompetitiveKolkataKnightRidersby7runs

A hundred, a hat-trick, a thriller

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
APRIL18

RAJASTHAN ROYALS edged a thriller by
seven runs to hand Kolkata Knight Riders
their third successive loss at the Brabourne
Stadium. JosButtler’s secondcenturyof the
season launched RR to 217, but despite
Yuzvendra Chahal’s game-changing hat-
trick,KKRwereinwithachancebeforethey
weredismissed in the lastover.

Buttler belts tonNo 2
WhatdoesButtlerbringtoT20?Theabil-

ity towhack any length out of the park. But
equally important, also an almost uncanny
awareness of the field and the ability to ex-
ploit any opening he can find. . Therewas a
13-metre difference in the boundaries on
both sides of thewicket at the Cricket Club
of India onMondaynight.Nowall batsmen
look to target the shorter side and bowlers
try toprevent that.
But Buttler’s game sense is something

else. He’d already carved Umesh Yadav for
two boundaries in the third over when he
squeezed him square to the longer side. It
would have been a certain four had
VenkateshIyernotgivenchaseandpulledit
backacoupleof inchesinsidewithabigslide.
Batsmenarenearlyalwayscontentwiththe
third run in such cases, and on shorter out-
fields, even the third is a stretch. ButButtler
hadalreadycompletedthethirdbythetime
another fielder picked up the ball, and he
glimpsedawindowforthefourth.Herushed
back andwas prepared to put in the dive,
whichsawhimsafely in.
The rest of the innings was a blur of

boundaries,aswastheentirematchforthat
matter. Again, itwas interesting to see how
Buttler operates. Pat Cummins attempteda
yorker aroundoff; it didn’t quite land in the
blockhole but wasn’t far. But Buttler has

hardlyanyacrossshuffle, it ismoreofacoil-
ing setupwherehebears downharder into
theground. That allowedhimto stay inside
the line and shovel the ball back over
Cumminstothestraightboundary.Anacross
stepwouldhavelikelycrampedhimforthat
particular line. In any case, he is adept at
clearing the front leg tocreatesomeroomif
it comes to that.
Buttler doesmove aroundwhen he has

to,ashedidwhenhewasaimingtoswingto
theshorter leg-siderope. Inhis firstcentury
of the season againstMumbai Indians, he’d
slowed down considerably at the end; he
didn’tletthathappenonMondayina59-ball
ton. A fortnight ago, Lucknow Super Giants
hadchaseddown211againstChennaiSuper
Kings at the same groundwith three balls
andsixwicketstospare.Andaweekago,also
atthesameground,KKRhadbeendismissed
for 171 chasingDelhi Capitals’ 216, albeit in
anafternoonstart.

Finch, Shreyas respond in kind
The fresh opening combination of Sunil

NarineandAaronFinchfailedfirstballasthe
formerwasrunout,butitwasallKKRthere-
after for a while. Finchwas jittery initially,
walkingdownthepitchandgettingbeaten.
He soon settled in to play some incredible
shots, pummelling it through the line. He
backedaway toRAshwin, to aball thatwas
neither short nor full. If hewas done in the

air, it didn’t show, for he justwent through
with his shot and the ball landed beyond
long-off.Elevenofthe28ballshefacedwere
hitforboundaries.Hewasgonebytheninth
over,butKKRhadgonepast100too.
Skipper Shreyas’ strength lies square of

thewicket on the off and hemade sure he
played to it. Hewent back in the crease to
guide theball betweenshort thirdmanand
backward point. Hemoved to the leg side
and upper-cut for sixwhen the shorter off-
sideboundarywasinplay.Hereverse-swept
Ashwinflatoverthethird-manrope,andalso
stepped out to lift him overmidwicket. All
along, he keptworking the ball around the
outfield,moresoonthelegside.Itwashighly
effective,calculatedchasing,andseemedset
totakeKKRhome,butYuzvendraChahalwas
notdoneyet.

Chahal tricks KKR
At178for4after16, itwasKKR’sgameto

lose.Chahalmadethatareality.Withinfour
balls, he had the two Iyers, Venkatesh and
Shreyas,stumpedandleg-before.Hespuna
wrong‘unpastanadvancingVenkatesh,and
after bowlingwide to Shreyas, slid it in full
andquickerintotheKKRcaptain,completely
cramping him. Shivam Mavi and Pat
Cummins followed off the last two balls of
theover, givingChahal ahat-trickaswell as
a five-for.
UmeshYadavhadRRworriedwithanas-

sault onTrentBoult in the18th, but Prasidh
Krishna andObedMcCoywould keep KKR
sevenrunsshort.
Brief scores: Rajasthan Royals 217 for 5
(Buttler103,Samson38,Narine2-21)beat
KolkataKnightRiders210 (S Iyer85, Finch
58,Chahal5-40)bysevenruns

SYNOPSIS: JosButtler’s 103off 61and
YuzvendraChahal’s5 for40overcame
AaronFinch’s 58andShreyas Iyer’s 85
asRRnarrowlybeatKKR

IPL TABLE

TEAM M W L PT NRR
GT 6 5 1 10 0.395

RR 6 4 2 8 0.380

LSG 6 4 2 8 0.296

RCB 6 4 2 8 -0.142

SRH 6 4 2 8 -0.077

KKR 7 3 4 6 0.160

PBKS 6 3 3 6 0.109

DC 5 2 3 4 0.219

CSK 6 1 5 2 -0.638

MI 6 0 6 0 -1.048

United'sFernandes
involvedincarcrash
London:Manchester United mid-
fielder Bruno Fernandes was in-
volved in a car crash onMonday on
hiswaytotheclub's trainingground.
Noparties involvedwereunderstood
to have sustained serious injuries
and thePortugal international is ex-
pected to train today, a club source
said. Unitedmanager Ralf Rangnick
will address the media later on
Monday.United,whoare fifth in the
Premier League standings with 54
points from 32 games, face second-
placed Liverpool onTuesday.

REUTERS

PMcondoles TT
playerVishwa’s death
NewDelhi:PrimeMinisterNarendra
ModiandTamilNaduChiefMinister
MKStalin onMonday condoled the
death of promising table tennis
player Vishwa Deenadayalan in a
road accident near Shillong in
Meghalaya. Modi said the death of
the Tamil Nadu paddler on Sunday
wasshockingandsaddening. "The
demise of TT champion Vishwa
Deenadayalan is shocking and sad-
dening. He was admired by fellow
players and had distinguished him-
self in several competitions. In this
tragichourmythoughtsarewithhis
family and friends. Om Shanti," the
PrimeMinister tweeted. UnionLaw
Minister Kiren Rijiju too condoled
the death and posted on Twitter:
"Very sad to learn that young Table
Tennis player from Tamil Nadu,
DeenadayalanVishwadied inanac-
cidentatRi-Bhoi inMeghalayawhile
onhisway to Shillong toparticipate
in the 83rd Senior National Table
Tennis Championship. My deepest
condolences tohis family. RIP" PTI

Herahclocksfastest
100mof2022
Sacramento: Five-time Olympic
champion Elaine Thompson-Herah
postedthe fastestwomen's100me-
tres in the world this year with a
timeof 10.89 secondsat theGolden
Games in Walnut, California on
Saturday. The Jamaican won her
semi-final inwhatwasher firstout-
door100mof the season. Sheopted
not to run the final, with no reason
givenforherdecision. "Feelsgoodto
be back. Season opener 10:89," the
29-year-old said on Twitter.
Thompson-Herah became the first
womantowinbacktobackOlympic
sprint doubles when she retained
her 100m and 200m titles in Tokyo
and capped a memorable Games
with gold in the 4x100m relay.

REUTERS

Nadalbackoncourt
aheadofFrenchOpen
Madrid: Australian Open champion
Rafa Nadal resumed training on
Monday after four weeks out due a
stress fracture inhis rib, amonthout
from the French Open where the
Spaniard will bid for a record-ex-
tending 14th title. Nadal, 35, last
played in the final of Indian Wells
against Taylor Fritz on March 22,
falling to a straight-sets defeat. The
injury forced him to skip claycourt
tournaments in Monte Carlo and
Barcelona.

REUTERS

BRIEFLY

At178for4after16, itwasKKR’s
gametolose.Chahalmadethat
areality.Withinfourballs,he
hadthetwoIyers,Venkatesh
andShreyas, stumpedandleg-
before.

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,APRIL18

DELHICAPITALS all-rounderMitchellMarsh
hastestedpositiveforCOVID-19andhasbeen
admittedtoaMumbaihospital.TheAustralian
wasfoundinfectedduringaRapidAntigenTest
conducted onMondaymorning. He com-
plainedof aheadacheandslight fever, so the
DelhiCapitalsdecidedtohaveanRT-PCRTest
ofallitsmembers,outofwhichMarsh’sresult
returnedpositive.
Later in the evening, Delhi Capitals con-

firmedMarsh’spositivetestresultandsaidthe
franchise is closelymonitoringhis condition.
“AfewmoremembersfromtheDelhiCapitals
bio-bubble,includingsupportstaffmembers,
have returnedpositive tests aswell. Though
they are all asymptomatic, their condition is
beingmonitored closely by the franchise. All
remainingmembers of the bubble are cur-
rently in isolation in their respective rooms,
andwillbetestedregularly,” it said inastate-
ment. In themorning, thedevelopmenthad
prompted theBoardof Control for Cricket in
India(BCCI)toadviseDelhiCapitalstoputtheir
departuretoPuneonholdtillafreshroundof

RT-PCRtestingwasdone.
Marsh became the thirdmember in the

DelhiCapitalscamptotestpositive.OnFriday,
theirphysioPatrickFarhartreturnedapositive
resultandadaylater,amasseurwasshownto
beinfected.Bothwereseparatedfromtherest
of theteam.
Delhi Capitals are scheduled to meet

PunjabKings at Pune’sMaharashtra Cricket
AssociationStadiumonWednesdayevening.
ThebiggestworryfortheIndianboardnow

is to stop thevirus fromspreadingacross the
teamsandtheyarenowworkingtochalkout
anotherplantopreventthis fromhappening.
On Saturday, for the Delhi Capitals-Royal
ChallengersBangaloregame,theIndianboard
had instructed that therewouldbenohand-
shakes or hugging betweenplayers of both
teamstoavoidanypossibletransmission.
Theplayers fromdifferent teamsusually

congregate forachataftergamesbeforethey
disperse. TheDelhi playerswere advised to
maintain social distancing during chats and
theuseofmaskshadalsobeenrecommended.
Thenon-playingteammemberswatchingthe
gamefromthestandswererequestedtowear
facemasks throughout thematch, except
wheneatingordrinking.

DC’s Marsh in hospital after
testing positive for Covid

New grunt in town
That Shimron
Hetmyer grunt
would have com-
fortably out-
grunted the origi-
nal "grunt
creators"; Jimmy
Connors and
Monica Seles -
never mind that
theyplayedtennis.

Itwasloudenoughtobeaudibleinevery
livingroom,viathestumpmic.
Hetmyer was looking for full monty
againstAndreRussell in the finaloverof
theRajasthanRoyals' innings.Hehadhit
back-to-backsixesandwasnicelysetup
tohammeraslowerbouncer.Justthathe
swung a little too early andmissed the
ball.AfrustratedHetmyerreactedwitha
jump and a 'double-yelp'. The delivery
was there for the taking. About 15min-
uteslater,Hetmyerwasjumpingwithjoy
though, after his direct hit from cover-
pointeffectedSunilNarine'srun-out.

When McCullum touched the sky

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER
Hot heads, calmminds and everything in between at the game

Down memory lane, Brendon
McCullum found a reason to smile.
Fifteenseasonsagoonthisday, itwas
the unveiling of the Indian Premier
Leagueandthecricketingrazzmatazz
that would gradually become 'India
katyohaar',hadaheavymetalbegin-
ning, thanks toMcCullum's 73-ball
158notoutforKolkataKnightRiders
againstRoyalChallengersBangalore.
Cuttothepresent,andKnightRiders
were at the receiving end of a Jos
Buttler onslaught in their game
against Rajasthan Royals at
BrabourneStadiumonMonday. Itof-
fered a throwback to McCullum's

2008mayhem - sweet reminiscing
for theKKRheadcoach,albeitwitha
pinch of salt, as he spoke to the host
broadcaster mid-game. What has
changed in15 seasons? "After-game
parties trumped cricket back then.
Now it has changed,with the emer-
gence of so many talented players
from all over the world, especially
youngIndiantalent,"McCullumsaid
with a smile. Even after 15 seasons,
hisblitzkriegremainsKKR'stenuous
link to an IPL hundred. The head
coach wants it to change, having a
feeling that something special could
happen tonight.

Bragging rights
It was a case of
unadulteratedclass
trumping T20 py-
rotechnics. Take
thiswitharider,for
Andre Russell of-
fered a tentative
prod to a
Ravichandran
Ashwin carrom
ball rather thanat-

temptingabighit.Itwascomfortablythe
ball of thematch, good length, pitching
onoff-and-middle,turningawayashade
and knocking the off stump. Itwas too
goodadelivery toget firstball. Russell is
strong-armedenoughtohitanydelivery
out of the park, but he couldn't pick the
caroomball. His forward defencewas
tentative,hisdismissalforagoldenduck
in a high-scoring gamewas an anti-cli-
max.Ashwindidn'tmind.Hewent fora
celebratory run, his fingers pointing to-
wards himself. Therewas absolutely no
doubtaboutwhowastheboss.

NEWYORKTIMES
ASHEVILLE, APRIL18

THEUKRAINIANcomebackattempthadcome
upjustshort,andDayanaYastremskaandher
four teammateswere preparing to pose for
theirfinalformalphotographatthisBillieJean
KingCupqualifier.Theblueandyellowribbon
representingUkrainethathadbeenstenciled
onto the tennis court by special permission
was no longer visible, obscured by the red,
whiteandbluestreamersthathadfallentothe
groundaspart of theAmericans’ celebration
aftertheir3-2victorySaturdaynight.
TheUkrainians,with somehelp fromthe

United States’ team captain, Kathy Rinaldi,
clearedawaysomeofthestreamers.Butasan-
otherofficialbeganremovingthemaltogether,
Yastremskainsistedthattheyremainednextto
theribbonforthephotograph.
“They were in the colors of USA, and I

wanted to leave this near theUkrainian col-
ors,”shesaidinaninterview.“BecauseIthink
it’sagoodsignofthesupportwegothereand
asignforpeace. Iwantedittostay.”
Itwas thatkindofweek inAsheville: The

symbolic gesturesweremore indelible than
theresults,andtheusualrulesofengagement
wererewritteninanattempttodulltheedges
ofanationalteamcompetition.

“It’s beenhardnot to cry,” saidBillie Jean
King,78,theAmericanwhooncestarredinthis
competition,whichwas formerly knownas
theFedCuplongbeforeitwasrenamedforher
in2020.ShevisitedbothteamsFridayshortly
beforeplaybegan.“I justhopetheUkrainians
hadamomentofescapism.”
AfterRussia invadedUkraine inFebruary,

United States TennisAssociation officials of-
feredtopostponethisqualifying-roundmatch.

TheUkrainiansdemurred, butwhen it came
timetobookhotelsinAsheville,theyconceded
theynolongerhadthemoneyfortheusualvis-
iting teamexpenses. “We said, ‘Noproblem,
wewillcoverallyourlocalcosts,’”saidStacey
Allaster, CEO for professional tennis at the
USTA,whichalsoprovidedsupportstafftothe
delegation. “With thewar, it’s so horrifying
what’sgoingon.Whatcananyindividualdo?
Butwecanalldolittlethings,andwhatwecan

do isprovideaplatformfor theUkrainians to
demonstratethattheyarestrongandfighting
andarenotgoingtoquit.”Thepostersaround
this city in theBlueRidgeMountainsdidnot
read,“USAvs.Ukraine.”Theyread,“USAhosts
Ukraine.” On changeovers, the scoreboard
flashed informationonhowtodonate to the
UkraineCrisisReliefFund,andabout$225,000
was raised in connectionwith thematches.
TheAmerican cheering squad supported in-
dividualplayersinsteadofchanting,“Go,USA!”
“Wewerejusttryingtofindthepropertone

andbalance,”Allastersaid.
In that supportive atmosphere, the

Ukrainians nearlymanaged theupset. After
fallingbehind0-2 Friday, theywonboth sin-
gles matches Saturday in straight sets.
Yastremska, a former top-25 player now
ranked 93rd on theWTA Tour, often over-
whelmedNo.14JessicaPegula.Moresurpris-
ingly,the201st-rankedZavatskadefeatedNo.
46ShelbyRogers.Thatmeanttheconcluding
doublesmatchwouldbedecisive,andPegula
andAsiaMuhammad,makingherKingCup
debut, earned a 7-6 (5), 6-3 victory over
YastremskaandLyudmylaKichenok.
“Allday,wejustreallyfeltthatfightingspirit

ofUkraine,”Rogers said. “Itwasreally special
toseebutreallytoughtogoagainst.I’mjustso
proudofmyteamforsteppinguptothat,hav-
ingnervesofsteel.”

Ukraine’s spirited players, a visiting team like no other

Real McCoy with the Pushpa hook
ObedMcCoyendingup
being the man of the
moment on his IPL de-
butwasprobablynot in
thescript, especiallyon
the night when Jos
Buttlerscoredacentury
and Yuzvendra Chahal
baggedafifer, including
a hat-trick. IPL, how-
ever, revels in throwing
up unlikely heroes andMcCoy was re-
splendent in his 'Pushpa' dance
moves.UmeshYadavrefusedtothrowin
the towel and kept RajasthanRoyals on

the edge until the end.
Kolkata Knight Riders
needed 11 runs from
the final over and 25-
year-old McCoy from
Windward Islandshad
the ball. Sheldon
Jacksonwastakencare
of with a delivery that
barely arrived, while
another slower ball

castled Yadav. McCoy was surrounded
by his team-mates who celebrated
wildly. As for the bowler, his hook step
wouldhavehadAlluArjun’s approval.

DayanaYastremska, far right,madesurered,whiteandbluestreamerswerenot
removedfromtheUkrainians’ formal teamphotographafter theevent.

RRspinnerYuzvendraChahal,whograbbedahat-trick ,endedupwith impressive figuresof5 for40.

New Delhi
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