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PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client Shri Ved
Rani wife of Shri Kishan Chand resident of B-
1613, Jahangir Puri, Delhi-110033 is the

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,Suman D/O Satyaram
Yadav,R/0, Village Siddhaur
Harriya Gaur Basti,Uttar
Pradesh-272163,have changed
my name to Suman Yadav

0040610217-3

1,Shrinkhla,w/0-Franklin
Paul,R/0-Pocket-8/30-31,3rd
Floor,Sector-23,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Shrinkhla Shrivastav Paul.

0040610248-2

I,Sharvan S/o Ram Dev
Kamat,R/o C-1/38,Gali.No-1,
Dayalpur, C-Block, Karawal
Nagar,Delhi-110094,have
changed my nameto Sharvan
Kamat,for all future purposes.

0040610217-10

I,Satyaram S/0 Brij Lal Yadav
R/0\Village Siddhaur Harriya
Gaur Basti,Uttar Pradesh-
272163,have changed my name
to Satyaram Yadav.

0040610217-2

I,Ruchi Sethi W/o- Gurpreet
Singh Sethi R/0: A-1/129,
Janakpuri, New Delhi-58,Have
Changed My Name to Ruchi
Kaur Sethifor all Purposes.

0040610248-1

I,RUKHBAR JAHAN,D/O MOHD
NAZAR R/0.F9/24 2ND-
FLOOR,GALI.NO.6/4 ZAKIR-
NAGAR OKHLA NEW-DELHI
110025,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME RUKHBAR JAHAN TO
RUKHSAR JAHAN,
PERMANANTLY. 0040610248-4

I,Paramijit Singh S/o0 Gurbachan
Singh R/0-4/65, First-Floor,
Punjabi Bagh West, N.Delhi-
110026,have changed my
minor-daughter’s name
Manriya to Manriya Kaur.

0040610223-6

I,Nisha Agarwal,W/o-Late Dr.
P.R.AGARWAL,R/0 B-
52,Mayfield Garden-Behind
Hilton Hotel,Garden Inn,Sector-
50,Islampur,(97)South-City-
2,Gurugram-122018 have
changed my name to Neesha
Agarwaal,for all,future
purposes. 0040610248-9

I, NASEEM KHAN S/O MUNEER
KHAN R/0 2/8 ANSARI ROAD-
DARYA GANJNEW DELHI-
2,HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
NASIM KHAN. 0040610217-1

I,NARESH GUPTA,S/0 OM
PRAKASH GUPTA,R/O Y-
17,GREEN PARK MAIN DELHI-
110016,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NARESH KUMAR
GUPTA. 0040610217-4

I,Krishan Rani,D/O Nihal Chand
Bansal W/o Ashok Singhal,R/0-
F-61,Preet Vihar,East Delhi-
110092, Have Changed My
Name To Krishna Singhal, For
All Purposes. 0040610217-9

ILKULDIP SINGH S/O KULWANT
SINGH R/O-
12,SFVISHWAKARMA
PARK,LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-
92,HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO KULDEEP SINGH,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040610217-5

I,Jasvinder Kaur Bhamra,W/o
Trilok Singh,R/08/110,
Ramesh-Nagar, Delhi-
110015,have changed my name
toJasvinder Kaur.

0040610223-2

I,Himanshu S/o Late Naresh
Kumar, R/0-RZ-A25A,Chanakya
Place,Pankha Road, Part-1,
Gali.No.14,Near-Janakpuri C-
1,New Delhi-110059,have
changed my minor daughter
name Aradhitato Aradhita
Singh,for all future purposes.

0040610197-1

I,Gourav Goel S/o Ashok Kumar
Goel R/0 19, Right Ganj,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201001 have
changed my name to Gaurav
Goel. 0040610223-3

I,FAMIDA KHATOON W/0O ASGAR
ALIR/013-B,4TH
FLOOR,NEETAJI SUBHASH
MARG DARYA GANJ,DELHI-
110002,HAVE CHANGED
MY,NAME FROM FARMIDA
KHATOON TO FAMIDA
KHATOON FOR,ALL PURPOSES.

0040610248-10

I,Dhanpat R/0.H.NO-
D7/304,Tulip-Petals, Putaudi-
Road,Sector-89,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,Have Changed
my Minor Daughter’s Name
Komakshi to Komakshi Singh.

0040610217-8

I,Dhanpat R/O H.NO-
D7/304,Tulip-Petals, Putaudi-
Road,Sector-89,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,Have Changed
my Minor son’s Name Pratyush
to Pratyush Singh.

0040610217-7

I,Arvind Kumar Dudeja,S/O
Prabh Dayal Dudeja,Resident-
1329, Dr.Mukherjee Nagar,
Delhi-110009,have changed my
name to Arvind Dudeja.

0040610217-6

I,Agil Ahmed,s/o-Achhan
Ahmed,R/0-522 galino.7
Holambi kalan Delhi,have
changed my name Aqil Ahmed
to Akil Ahmed,for all purposes.

0040610248-5

I, Suhail Moin Khan S/o
Mohammad Moin Khan R/o Flat
No.108, Tower No.G6, Ganga
Apartment, D-6, Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi-110070, have
changed my minor daughter
name from Mahira Suhail Moin
Khan to Mahira Suhail

00406102021

I, Saranjeet Singh Bansal, S/o
Balvinder Singh Bansal, R/0 B-
2/10, Block B-2, Sewak Park,
Delhi-110059, have changed my
name to Saranjeet Singh.

0070781360-1

l,Om Prakash S/o Late Shri

UshnakRai, R/01677/2,
Govindpuri Extension, Kalkaji,
New Delhi-110019, inform you
that my name has been
wrongly writtenas Om
Parkash in my daughter Nidhi
Malhotra’s school record but
the actual and correctnameis
OM Prakash.

0040610198-1

I, Monica Kapoor W/o Rohan
Kapoor R/0-130, Pocket-3,
Sector-24, Rohini, Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Monica Arora

0040610248-8

I, Mahesh Singh S/o Chander
Singh R/0-168, Pocket-
13,Sector -24, Rohini, Delhi -
110085,have changed my name
to Mahesh Singh Bist

0040610248-7

l, Kumari Mamta Yadav D/o
Shriram Yadav R/0 Quarter No-
325, Type-2, C.P.W.D Colony,
Kamla Nehru Nagar, Block-5,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201002 have
changed my name to KM
Mamta Yadav for all future
purposes

0070781332-1

I, Kiran Sharma/ Kiran,W/o
Mohan Lal, residing-C-2/332,
Second Floor,Janakpuri,
Delhi,have changed my name
to Kiran Pawar,for all
purposes.

0040610248-6

I,Rahul S/o Satish MitraR/0 B-
82, Rampuri, Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201011 have changed my name
toRahul Dev.

0040610223-4

I, Girish S/0 Vijay Ram Joshi R/o
Flat No-201, Royal Homes,
Shaberi, Radha Swami
Satsang, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, UP-201301, have
changed my name to Girish
Joshi for all future purposes.

0070781339-1

l, Bhart Mahtta, D/o Shyam
Sunder Mahtta, R/0-A-48, Yojna
Vihar, Delhi-110092, have
changed my name to Bharti
Mabhtta for all purposes.

0070781335-1

I have changed my name from
Sunil Kapur to Suneel Kapur.
For all future purposes | Shall
be known-as Suneel Kapur S/o
Late Satpal Kapur R/0 1242 ATS
Dolce, Sector Zeta-1 Gr. Noida
G.B.Nagar.

0070781346-1

1 Vipul Basu Mandal S/o M.B.
Mandal R/o A-166/UG-1,
Dilshad Colony, Delhi-110095
changed name of my son,
aged-15, from Victor Mandal,
to Victor Basu Mandal.

0070781337-1

| Preeti Daughter of Mohinder
Singh and Wife of Kuldeep R/0
House No-129, Nehar Pull Ke
Pass Wala Mohalla, Jatkhore,
JatKhor, Delhi-1110039, have
changed my name to Sweety

0070781362-1

I Japneet Singh Son of Gurvinder
Singhresident of K-29 Fateh
Nagar New Delhi 110018 have
changed my nameto Japneet
Singh Baluja

0050195457-1

I,Suman W/o Rahul Dev R/0 B-82,
Rampuri, Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201011 have changed my name
to Suman Arora.

0040610223-5

1,Trilok Singh Bhamra,S/o
Rajinder Singh Bhamra,R/0
8/110,Ramesh Nagar,Delhi-
110015,have changed my name
to Trilok Singh.

0040610223-1

I Ashok Rajpal S/o Sh. Hardayal
Rajpal R/0 204, Ground Floor,
Kohat Enclave, Pitampura,
Saraswati Vihar S.0., North
West Delhi, Delhi-110034 have
changed the name of my minor
son from Hardik Rajpal to
Harshill Rajpal for all purposes.

0040610193-2

I Amit Chaudhary S/O ShriOm
Pal Singh Residing atH
No0.1450/B-1,2nd Floor, Usha
Appartment East Jyoti Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110093 have
changed the name of my minor
sonRishuaged 7 years and he
shall hereafter be known as
Rishabh Chaudhary. Itis
certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements
inthis connection

0040610196-1

1 JATIN S/O RADHEY SHYAM
residing at, HOUSE NO-215,
UNITY APARTMENTS, POCKET-
23,SECTOR-24, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085 have changed my name
from JATIN to JATIN SARAN for
all future purposes.

0040610208-1

I,Manisha Bahel,W/O Shri
Puneet Bahl,R/0-B-91, Derawal
Nagar,Delhi-110009,have
changed my name to Manisha
Bahl.

0040610248-3

ASTROLOGY

Future Predictions / Remedies
with full responsibility under
Consumer Protection Act of
India. Double Refund of fee if
wrong. Get All in writing from
DK Puri Astrologer. Chandigarh
/ Zirakpur.9316118976
astrologer_dkpuri@yahoo.co
m Fee is Rs.1500/-.

0050195309-1

owner of Property No. B-1581, in Block-B,
situated at Jahangir Puri, Delhi-110033. The
original Agreement to Sell and consideration
receipt which executed by Shri Ram Lal in
favour of Shri Subhash Chand Arora in
respect of Property No. B-1581, Jahangir
Puri, Delhi, have been lost. An NCR vide LR
No. 316348/2022 dated 16.04.2022 to this
effect has been lodged in Police Station,
Crime Branch, Delhi. Any person(s) claiming
any right, interest, having any objection or
found in possession of original document,
may write/ contact with above named person
at above address/ Phone No. 9711801886.
Sd/-
VINOD KUMAR BHARDWAJ (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-625/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Sh. Munim Chand Sfo Sh.
Rewan Rlo Ho. No. 57-A, Harijan
Mohalla, Jona Pur, New Delhi-110047
has severed his all the relations with his
son Raja Neheliya and his wife namely|
Indra D/o Mahendra and disowned/
debarred them from his all moveable &
immovable properties and assets. My|
clients shall not be responsible for any|
acts and deeds done by them in any|
manner.

ASIF ALI (Advocate)
Ch. No. 685, Saket Court, New Delhi-17

It is certified that | JC-630262H
Subedar Reem  Bahadur
Hamal Thakuri My Son Name
Abinash Hamal Thakuri has
been Recorded in my Service
Document but my Son Name
Avinash Hamal Thakuri has
been Recorded in my
matriculation certificate so |
want to change my son Name
as Per matriculation certificate
Name

For & Abinash Hamal Thakuri
Read & Avinash Hamal
Thakuri

“IMPORTANT”

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

Himachal Pradesh

Public Works Department

E-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

RECRUITMENT The Executive Engineer HP PWD KasauliDistt.Solan HP on behalf of Governor of HP invites the online bids on
item rate in electronic tendering system, in 2 cover system for the under mentioned work from the eligible and
SITUATION /VACANT approved contractors. Firms registered with HPPWD Department.
Job | Name of Work Tentative Earnest Time Cost of
No. Cost Money Allowed Form
OTHERS 1 Balance Work C/O Govt. Degree College Dharampur at |3,97,28,387/- | 7,94,600/- | Twelve Month | 5000/-
MandudharDisttSolan (SH:- Main building i/c. Rain harvesting tank W/S &
M/s SCALE AWAY (I) PVT.LTD S/l, septic tank and road)
(Gurugram) Required :1. Chemist | [2 Widening of road from Kulhariwala to GMP Mandhala (portion Mandhala to | 66,38,120/~ | 98,900/- | Nine Month | 2000/~
(Bsc.) preferred with 5/10 yrs GMP) (SH:- C/O CD work and M/T of Link road in Km. 3/215 to 3/465 &
exp.in <http://exp.in/> water 3/765 to 4/585) Deposit work

treatment chemcals/Chemical
Cleaning 2. Sale Manager
(BE/Diploma) preferred with 4/6
yrs exp.in <http://exp.in/>
Industry Contact: +91-
9899800448, +91-9266626985,
+91-8750700448 email:
admin@scaleaway.biz
<mailto:admin @ scaleaway.biz>

0050195470-1

|  MATRIMONIAL |

| BRAHMIN |

Wanted Brahmin Groom
(Govt/PSU/Software
professional) for a fair MSc,
B.Ed, 25,54 Girl. M-9437351347

0050195211-1

| KHATRIS/ARORAS |

Professionally qualified match
for Khatri girl, 1983,5’-6”, Ph.D,
Class-1 Officer (Central Govt.).

Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:- The Bid document is available online and bid
should be submitted in online mode on website https://hptenders.gov.in. Bidder would be required to register
in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized certifying authorities (CA) Aspiring bidders who have not
obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same from the
website :https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders
already possessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

Key dats.

1

Date of Online Publication

16.04.2022

2 Document Download Start Date 18.04.2022 11.00 AM
3 Bid Submission Start and End Date 18.04.2022 11.00 AM to 27.04.2022 at 4.00PM
4 Physical Submission of receipt of EMD and cost of tender | 28.04.2022 at 10.30 AM
Document
5 Date of Opening of Bid 28.4.2022 at 11.00 AM

2 TENDER DETAILS:

=

(ii

(i) The tender Document shall be uploaded online in 2 cover : Cover1: shall contain Scanned copies of all”

Technical Document/Eligibility information”.

(i) Cover 2: shall contain” BOQ/Financial Bid”, where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:

Bidder have to submit the Original receipt of online payment towards the cost of bid document and Receipt
of online payment towards security/Earnest Money and other Technical Document, which are uploaded in
technical bid in the O/o Executive Engineer HPPWD Kasauli HP as specified in Key well before 28.04.2022
on tender opening date, failing which the bid will be declared Non-responsive.

Bid Opening Details:-The bid shall be opened on dated 28.04.2022 at 11.00 AM in the office Executive
Engineer, HPPWD Division Kasauli HP, by the authorised officer. In their interest the tenderer are
advised to be present along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office hap-
pens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next

working day at the same time and venue.

deadline date for bid submission.

0325/HP

On behalf of the Governor of HP.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 90/120 days after the

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

Executive Engineer,
Kasauli Division,
HPPWD Kasauli

: OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
i RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
(E-Mail: serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)
No. RFP // 1414 //RWC//BAM//Dated. 13.04.2022
1st Corrigendum to Bid identification No. Online Tender/50-2021-22/BPR
The partial modification of bridge works vide above identification has
been made as follows:
1 Date of availability of tender: 20.04.2022 to 04.05.2022 upto 3.00
PM instead of 06.04.2022 to 20.04.2022.
2. Date of opening of Technical Bid.: 05.05.2022 at 11.00 AM instead
of 21.04.2022 at 11.00 AM
3. Date of opening of Financial Bid: Will be intimated later on.
All other contents will remain unchanged.
Sd/- P.K. Jena Chief Construction Engineer
R.W. Circle, Berhampur

OIPR- 25071/11/0008/2223

0-78

in A W Bagrana Branch: Jai Laxmi Nagar, Agra Road, Jaipur. Rajasthan-302031
Jack et fieada ph. No. 0141-2682357/8094010650 E-Mail: bagran@bankofbaroda.com

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable property/ies)

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)
Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Bank Of Baroda under the
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 (54 of 2022) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 3 of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice dated 05.02.2022
calling upon the Borrower Mr. Devendra Singh Shekhawat S/o Shri Ghisu Singh Shekhawat
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.20,19,974.94 (Rupees Twenty Lakh
Nineteen Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy Four and Ninety Four Paisa only) as on 05.02.2022
(Inclusive of interest up to 23.01.2022) together with further interest thereon at the contractual
rate plus costs, charges and expenses till date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt
ofthe said notice.

The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section (4) of said 13 of the Act read with
rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules, 2002 on this the 11th day of April of the year
2022. The Borrower/Guarantors/Mortgagors in particular and the public in general is hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of Bank of Baroda, Bagrana Branch, Jai Laxmi Nagar, Agra Road, Jaipur,
Rajasthan-302031 for an amount Rs.20,19,974.94 (Rupees Twenty Lakh Nineteen Thousand
Nine Hundred Seventy Four and Ninety Four Paisa only) as on 05.02.2022 (Inclusive of
interest up to 23.01.2022) and future interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs,
charges and expenses till date of payment.

The Borrowers attention is invited to provision of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in
respect of Time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Inmovable Property
All that part and parcel of the Equitable Mortgage of Immovable House property situated
at Plot No. 11, Shanti Vihar Colony, Village-Sumel, Agra Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan-302031
Admeasruing area 121.23 Sqm. in the name of Mr. Devendra Singh Shekhawat S/o
Shri Ghisu Singh Shekhawat. Bounded by: North: 30 feet wide road, south: Other
Plot, East: PlotNo. 12, West: Plot No. 10.
Date: 11.04.2022 Place : Jaipur

EFR'Q:.
D

0-82

Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA
At : Ichhapur, Post : Shree Baladevjew,
Email: eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com
Identification No. RWS/104/2021-2022
Letter No. 2741 / Dated. 31.03.2022
2nd Corrigendum

This corrigendum has been made for the NIT-104 invited online vide this office letter

LOST & FOUND

My original 1stand 3rd
semester marksheets of DICE
from Chhotu-Ram Rural
Institute of Technology has
lost.finder contact:Mayank
Pathak, S/0,Anand Kumar,R/o-
WZ-476A, Madipur-
Village,New-Delhi-110063.

0040610223-11

MY MBBS 1st year (Swami Rama
Himalayan University
Jollygrant) Marksheet No.5564
Enrollment No- SRHU16000094
Registration No-DD16 14301044
isactually lost somewhere,
inform if found, Devashish S/o
Gajendra Kumar, Residence C-
7, Arshiwad Bhawan, Lane No-
02, Adarshnagar, Jollygrant,
Tehsil-Doiwala, District
Dehradun (Uttarakhand).

00707813741

Contact: 75080-40384. TAih—22(ii) / 0 feTih—13.04.2022 No. 1525 / Dated. 04.03.2022 with date for selling, closing, clarification and opening
which was on dt. 02.04.2022 (selling date), 21.04.2022 (closing date), 04.04.2022
0020437548-1 (clarification date) 22.04.2022 (opening date) as per 1st corrigendum has been
Suitable match for Hindu, khatri amended and to be read as 24.04.2022, 12.05.2022, 25.04.2022 and 13.05.2022
. ¢ y i follows.
unmarried girl, 17/02/1980, respectively as
VLA B, iier. ContactNo. No.| e oo e | Geposted | Bidder | Tonder [compition
8968377760 0050195210-1 - . N
m ﬁa’ﬂa’ w .j‘ﬁ' Eﬂ“ ﬁ".‘lm (Apprx.) online Paper
Compatible match for Ludhiana ’ ﬁskr:n
based, July 1990, 5’4” beautiful 3m axhs
very fare B Tech Sikh Tonk Khatri W‘l 1 |Execution of New 70 3 268.27 Nil B” & “A” |3 10000 | 330 days
girl package 45 lac 9056101964 . . LPCD RPWS Scheme to
0050195209-1 IRty Yo ueTfddr *ﬂ?fﬁ, 31051010, ﬁf@@T i Hedror ER ia@q EEiE , SIRYUS Deéa;esl;pur, Me}ngg)adda
RPN §RT BICHITYR HIeahi AT, 1908 &) eRI—49 (5) & T&d GridTs &1 I &I aTQt B GaT bl o o Cloned up
TR e faar s & | o ufiard) #9d e dia weel o ffo vd Executive Director, M/s Block in the District of
PUBLIC NOTICE National Mineral Development Corporation Limited, Khanij Bhavan, Masab Tank, Kendrapara (JJM Funds) . _
Hyderabad-500028 @ ufdifafer / fagr aifdraecm srguRRerd g1 ¥ €| Srafes gd & = aral & ufcrard) s | |2 |Execution of New 40 zazzo2 | NI CA"& 12 10000| 360 days
R . . . . . LPCD Retrofitting RPWS Special
(General Publc s hereby nformed that IE BT HRT U0 fofo d Executive Director, M/s National Mineral Development Corporation Scheme to Raghudeipur
My client Mr. Raghbir Singh Dhillon Limited, Khanij Bhavan, Masab Tank, Hyderabad-500028 & ufaf=fy / fagm sifdaadr sufkerd &d of Derabish Block and
Slo Kundan Singh Rlo Plot No.77, | §9 AT BT UBRI $H ARE B W b1 o Je7 ¥ 5 RAid 03.05.2022 B AT HH S demor e o o e e
Second Floor Chaukhand Residentl Bt SfTER ST, ARmETE, I Rerd =ararer # uferard) #d g+ diet B+ w10 fofo Td Executive the District of
Park Hospital, Tilak Nagar, West Delhi- Director, M/s National Mineral Development Corporation Limited, Khanij Bhavan, Masab Kendrapara(JJM Funds)
110018 and his wife Mrs. Paramjeet Tank, Hyderabad-500028 @& e / SRNaeR sierdT Ufcf+ifer srerar sifirepa sifdraean & #reaw o fAfded Sd/- ( Er. B.K.Nayak)
5:3&532?5?19%1 r?:voewsr:[\je?::\rtﬁgir: TR o SuRerd 817, s e aiferer § afofa it arel # g el ST wR SRard @ S | Executive Engineer
relations with him due to his misconduct| % |de g qrey bl A gfaarar af EiSI] /| @rdr | ®lie Xbdl Bl HVél)?gF? 2?5%371 17;;&;?;:2
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MHA proposal:
SPs, DIGs who
don’t serve at
Centre can’t
get stint later

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

IN ANOTHER move that is set to
be opposed by the state govern-
ments, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) has pro-
posed that an Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer who does
not come on Central deputation
at the Superintendent of Police
(SP) or Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) level may be barred from
Central posting for the rest of his/
her career.

This comes close on the heels
of the Centre sending a proposal
to states to amend the All India
Service Rules that would allow it
to call any IAS (Indian
Administrative Service), IPS or
IFoS (Indian Forest Service) offi-
cer on Central deputation, with
or without the state’s consent. In
another revision of rules in
February, the Centre also
scrapped the empanelment re-
quirement for DIG-level IPS offi-
cers on central deputation.

The latest proposal, sent to
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), is seen as an attempt to
address the shortage of officers
at the SP and DIG levels at the
Centre. According to sources,
there are over 50 per cent vacan-
cies at both these levels in the
different Central Armed Police
Forces and Central Police
Organisations.

Currently, the rules state that
if an IPS officer does not spend
three years on Central deputation
till the Inspector General (IG)
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RESPONDS TOLETTER FROM PM

& Seek meaningful talks

4448 with India, peaceful

Police personnel at the spot where the clashes took place in Jahangirpuri, in Northwest Delhi, on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

Communal clash on Hanuman Jayanti
in Delhi, 6 policemen among injured

ANAND MOHAN J &
MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL

NEW DELHI,APRIL16

COMMUNAL CLASHES broke out
inNorthwest Delhi’s Jahangirpuri
following a Shobha Yatra organ-
ised to mark Hanuman Jayantion
Saturday, police said. According
to officers, stones were thrown in
the area, and the situation re-

mained tense until late night.

This is the first major com-
munal flare-up in the national
capital since the February 2020
Northeast Delhi riots, which left
53 people dead and many more
injured.

While no casualties were re-
ported on Saturday, police said
10-12 people were injured, in-
cluding six officers. They had
been taken to hospital and were
recuperating.

India unshakeable...
culture of harmony,
inclusivity, says PM

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 16

UNDERLINING THAT India has
remained "unshakeable and res-
olute” despite "changing circum-
stances over thousands of years,"
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said Saturday that "our faith and
culture is of harmony, equality
and inclusivity”.

In an address via virtual
mode after unveiling a 108-feet
statue of Lord Hanuman in
Morbi in Gujarat's Saurashtra
region, the Prime Minister said
the project of establishing four
such statues in four corners of
the country is a reflection of the
resolve of Ek Bharat, Shresth
Bharat (one India, best India).
The life of Lord Ram, he said,

EXPRESS NETWORK

13 OPPOSITION
LEADERS QUESTION
PM ‘SILENCE’ ON
HATE SPEECH PAGE 9

was an ideal example of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Prayas (taking
everyone along with everyone’s
effort).

"For me, 130 crore people of
this country take the form of
Lord Ram. It is through their re-
solve, their work that the coun-
try is moving forward," he said.
"Hanumanji is that power and
support who gave the right of
honour and respect to all forest
species and forest dwellers. He

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

After the violence, police in
all 14 districts were put on high
alert and senior officers were
asked to be on the ground.
"Commissioner of Police, Delhi
has directed that in view of com-
munal situation in Jahangirpuri,
all officers up to the rank of
Special Commissioners of Police
of both zones shall be in the field
and ensure that communal situ-
ationis not disturbed inany part
of Delhi. Rest of the officers shall

alsobeonalert,” read a message
that went out to all senior offi-
cers of the Delhi Police.

Police said that during the ya-
tra, an argument broke out be-
tween two communities.
"Things escalated, and both sides
started pelting stones at each

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Sonia steps in, calls old
guard, Prashant Kishor
to plan Cong revival

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,APRIL16

IN HER first major move after the
Congress’s humiliating defeat at
the hustings, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi assembled
Saturday a group of veterans and
poll strategist Prashant Kishor to
plan the party’s revival for the
2024 general elections.

Kishor made a detailed pres-
entation at Sonia’s 10, Janpath
residence — Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra too were
present — after which the party
president decided to set up a
panel to look into his proposals.

Kishor is said to be eager to
work with the Congress. The
party recently brought in one of
his former colleagues as a strate-

Kishor signals may join
party; Sonia forms panel to
look at his proposals

gist for Karnataka. Sources said
the leaders asked Kishor to join
the party formally — this would
prevent him from working with
other parties as a poll consultant,
a major concern for a section of
the leadership.
Sources said Kishor was open
to the idea of joining the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Bypolls: TMC wins Bengal LS, Assembly

seats; victories

| Ik

TMCleader and actor Shatrughan Sinha after winning the

Asansol LS bypolls on Saturday. P
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for Congress and

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

A LITTLE over a month after it
won elections in four states, the
BJP suffered a setbackin by-elec-
tions to four Assembly and one
Lok Sabha seat, the results of
which were announced on
Saturday. The party could not
win any of these elections, in-
cluding for an Assembly seat in
Bihar, where it is in power with
the JD(U). In West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, and Maharashtra,

RJD too

candidates of ruling parties
emerged victorious.

The Trinamool Congress won
both the Asansol Lok Sabha and
Ballygunge Assembly seats, a sig-
nal that Mamata Banerjee con-
tinues to enjoy broad supportin
the state that she swept last May,
even though the margin of the
TMC's victory in Ballygunge did
come down.

In Asansol, TMC candidate
Shatrughan Sinha, a former BJP
leader, won a prestige battle
against BJP MLA Agnimitra Paul

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Meet the man who has the most unenviable

job in Sri Lanka: Ali Sabry,

EXPRESSIN
SRILANKA

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
COLOMBO, APRIL16

AS SRI Lanka’s Justice Minister,
Ali Sabry had to defend his gov-
ernment's decision not to allow
burial of Muslims who died of
Covid. There was stiff criticism
from the community, even his
family, but he put aside his own
religious beliefs.

Now, the 51-year-old Sabry;,
a lawyer, is his country's new
Finance Minister, assigned the
Herculean task of putting a de-
railed economy back on the rails.

He replaced Basil Rajapaksa
who resigned earlier this month
along with the rest of the cabi-
net — this was a move by Basil's
brothers, President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa, to appoint
fresh faces in the hope of placat-
ing the angry people on the
streets demanding that the rul-
ing first family “go home”.

Hours after his surprise ap-
pointment, Sabry sent in his res-

Sabry: Need to firefight
immediately

ignation.

In an interview with The
Sunday Express at his law cham-
bersinaquietlane of Colombo's
Kollupitiya, Sabry said that de-

spite his own reservations, he
decided to continue in his new
assignment as a national duty.
“I thought [ am not an econ-
omist, [ am not familiar with this
area. So I thought somebody
who is more suited would be
ideal to do the job. That's why I
resigned. | waited three to four-
five days, and in this crucial time,
we appealed to anyone (to be-
come the Finance Minister). But
no one was coming forward. And
thenIthought at this given time,
so many things are at stake, we
need to protect the institutions,
and we need somebody to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Finance Minister
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N ties: Shehbaz to Modi

Pak PM says his country is committed to regional peace

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

SEEKING “PEACEFUL and coop-
erative” ties with India, Shehbaz
Sharif, Pakistan’s new Prime
Minister, has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, saying
this can be achieved through
“meaningful dialogue”.

The Sunday Express has learnt
thatinaletter received Saturday,
Sharif also said Pakistan remains
committed to “regional peace
and security”.

Sharif, younger brother of
former Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, has replied to alet-
ter which Prime Minister Modi
wrote a couple of days ago,
shortly after they exchanged
messages on Twitter. In his let-
ter, Modi had called for “con-
structive engagement”.

PMs Sharif, Modi exchanged
messages on Twitter earlier

InNew Delhi, officials read the
Pakistani response as “positive”.

Ties between the two coun-
tries plummeted after the
Balakot air strikes following the
Pulwama terror attack in
February 2019 and the end of
J&K’s special status under Article
370in August that year. The two
countries have downsized High
Commissions and there are no
full-time High Commissioners in
each other’s Capital.

On April 11, hours after
Shehbaz Sharif asked him to
come forward to address the
Kashmir issue so that the two
countries could concentrate on
tackling poverty and unem-
ployment, Modi congratulated
him on his election as Prime
Minister and said India desired
peace and stability in a region
free of terrorism.

“Congratulations to H. E.
Mian Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on his election as the
Prime Minister of Pakistan. India
desires peace and stability in a
region free of terror, so that we
can focus on our development
challenges and ensure the well-
being and prosperity of our peo-
ple,” Modi said in a Twitter post.

Responding to this, Shehbaz
tweeted: “Pakistan desires peace-
ful & cooperative ties with India.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

AAP keeps Punjab poll promise,
free power up to 300 units a month

Must pay entire amount if over 600 units used in 2 months

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 16

FROM JULY 1, domestic con-
sumers in Punjab will not have
to pay for power up to 300 units
per month. Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann made the an-
nouncement as he completed a
month in office.

Mann also said that bill ar-
rears up to 2 KW until
December 31, 2021, would be
waived for all consumers, farm-
ers would continue to get power
free, and there would be no
change in the power tariff forin-

Willadd to
subsidy
@ burden

EXPLAINED

FREE POWER will sub-
stantially increase the
subsidy burden on the
state. The Punjab govern-
ment already picks up a
Rs 6,000 crore annual
subsidy tab for free
power to farmers, and
Rs 4,000 crore for charg-
ing nearly 22 lakh
SC/BC/BPL families less.

dustrialists.

For many domestic con-
sumers however, receiving the
benefits of free power will be
contingent on restricting their
consumption below 600 units
for every billing cycle of two
months. Therefore, anyone who
consumes more than 600 units
will be billed for the entire con-
sumption, not just for the excess
above 600 units.

This condition will not apply
to Scheduled Castes, Backward
Classes, Below Poverty Line
(BPL),and freedom fighters con-
sumers, who will get 600 units

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Sonia steps in

Congress — in the past, he con-
sistently denied any such plan.

The meeting gave two mes-
sages: Sonia, who had taken a
back seat and was planning to
relinquish charge once again
this August-September, wants
to put in place a mechanism to
try and revive the party’s for-
tunes; and, the Congress has fi-
nally accepted that it needs ex-
ternal help to find its feet again.

Some of the leaders said
Kishor told the meeting he was
ready to join the Congress with-
out expectations and demands
but wanted his road map imple-
mented to help strengthen the
party at the grassroots level.

Sources said he wants the
Congress to concentrate on
some 370 Lok Sabha constituen-
cies, nuance its political messag-
ing, revamp its communication
apparatus and address certain
organisational weaknesses.
Apart from the Gandhis, the
meeting was attended by senior
leaders A K Antony, Mallikarjun
Kharge, Digvijaya Singh, Ajay
Maken, Mukul Wasnik, Jairam
Ramesh, Ambika Soni and K C
Venugopal. Barring Wasnik,
none of the G-23 leaders were
invited to the meeting.

Some of the Congress lead-
ers said what Kishor said in his
presentation were “known
facts” but agreed that the party
needed a focused approach.
“With graphs and all, he was
telling us about where we have
lost our votes... how we deteri-
orated over the years... region
specific and state specific,” one
leader said.

Others were upset with the
idea of bringing in Kishor. “A
137-year-old party of Gandhi,
Nehru and Patel has been out-
sourced. This is the biggest insult
thatyou can heap upon yourself,
showing that you are incompe-
tent and disliked by the people
so you have to bring in some-
body who purely works for
money,” one leader remarked.

The G-23 leaders were an-
noyed that none of them, barring
Wasnik, had been called to the
meeting. “So, all those gestures
of reconciliation and promises of
inclusive and collective thinking
were a sham. It exposes the
hypocrisy of the leadership. This
(involvement of Kishor) may fur-
ther deepen the divide and only
time will tell whether it will be
helpful or totally counter-pro-
ductive,” a leader said.

Venugopal said a decision on
Kishor’s suggestions, including
onwhether he will join the party,
will be known in a week.
“Prashant Kishor has made a de-
tailed presentation for the 2024
election strategy. It needs some
detailed discussion and the
Congress president will set up a
small group to discuss this entire
presentation. That group will
submit a report within a week’s
time for a final decision,” he said.

Asked whether Kishor will
join the party or will be its
strategist, he said all details will
be known within a week.

Kishor suggested that the
party should contest alone in a
few states where it is strong and
has remained either in the first
or second position in previous
elections.

The meeting comes against
the backdrop of feverish talk in
the party - and much opposition
too - on bringing in Kishor for
election strategising. He has had
many meetings with Rahul and
Priyanka but the decision by
Sonia to invite him for a presen-
tation before the group of senior
leaders signals that the party is
serious about working with him.

Asection of the party wants
him for the Gujarat campaign
but he is said to be insisting on
the induction of Naresh Patel,
chairman of the Shree
Khodaldham Trust which man-
ages the temple of Goddess
Khodiyar, the patron deity of the
Leuva Patel community, near
Rajkot. But Saturday’s meeting
indicates that the party wants
him to play a role beyond
Gujarat. Some party leaders
claim Kishor wants Patel to be
projected as the party face in the
Gujarat Assembly elections.

Kishor has had a volatile re-
lationship with the Congress. In
the middle of last year, he met
the Gandhis with a proposal for
revival of the Congress but many
of the senior leaders were not
warm to the idea of handing
him the charge of strategising.

In December, he hit out at
the Congress, arguing that its
leadership of the Opposition is
not the “divine right of an indi-
vidual, especially when the
party has lost more than 90 per
cent elections in the last 10
years”. Let Opposition leader-
ship, he had said, be decided
“democratically.”

Bypolls

by a massive margin of 3,03,209
votes. The seat had been won by
Babul Supriyo for the BJPin 2014
and 2019, but the former Union
minister switched to the TMCin
September 2021,and became its
candidate in the April 12
Ballygunge Assembly byelection.

Supriyo won the seat in
South Kolkata by a margin of
20,228 votes, winning 51,199
votes. The CPM'’s Saira Shah
Halim got 30,971 votes and fin-
ished second. The BJP’s Keya
Ghosh got 13,220 votes and lost
her deposit.

In Bihar, the RJD took back
the Bochaha Assembly seat in
Muzaffarpur district after over
two decades. The EBC Mallah
leader Mukesh Sahani’s
Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP),
which was ousted from the NDA
recently, celebrated the result,
saying “its purpose of defeating
BJP was served”.

The Bochaha seat was with
the VIP, and the byelection was
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triggered by the death of its MLA
Musafir Paswan. The R]D candi-
date Amar Kumar Paswan de-
feated the BJP’s Baby Kumari by
amargin of 36,653 votes, while
the VIP's Geeta Kumari got
29,279 votes. Paswan, who
joined the R]D recently, is the
son of Musafir Paswan.

Amid a public fracas be-
tween the BJP and Shiv Sena, the
victory of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) candidate in
Maharashtra’s Kolhapur North
Assembly seat came as a relief
to the ruling alliance and a set-
back to the BJP. The Congress’s
Jayshree Jadhav emerged victo-
rious with a big margin of over
19,000 votes. Jadhav, the wife of
deceased Congress MLA
Chandrakant Jadhav, defeated
Satyajit Kadam of the BJP.

A section of the Shiv Sena
was initially not keen on sup-
porting the Congress candidate
but relented after directions
from Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray. As the result was
known, the Sena mocked state
BJP president Chandrakant Patil,
who had said he would quit pol-
itics and go to the Himalayas in
the event of defeat for the
party’s candidate.

Sena spokesperson Sanjay
Raut said “the victory is cred-
itable in the face of false charges
being raked up by BJP against
MVA leaders and its attempt to
defame the government... All the
three constituents of MVA who
fought unitedly have set a good
example... This should be repli-
cated across Maharashtra.”

In Chhattisgarh, the ruling
Congress won the Khairagarh
seatin Rajnandgaon district by a
margin of over 20,000 votes. The
BJP candidate came second,
while NOTA got the third highest
votes. The seat was held by
Devwrat Singh, who belonged to
the royal family in Khairagarh.
Formerly with the Congress, he
had won the seat on a Janta
Congress Chhattisgarh Jogi ticket.

Both the BJP and Congress
had fielded candidates from the
OBCcommunity. The Congress’s
Yashoda Verma won 87,640 votes
against the BJP’s Komal Janghel,
who got 67,481 votes. The JCCJ
candidate got only 1,218 votes.

AAP promise

free in all cases. “If they utilise
more than 600 units, they will
pay only for those units,” Chief
Minister Mann said. The free
power ceiling for these cate-
gories of consumers is currently
200 units. The Chief Minister
also announced an incentive for
bigger consumers to cut their
consumption.

“I'have arequest for well-to-
do families,” he said. “If they can
reduce consumption by up to
600 units in two months, they
will get 600 units of power free.”

Punjab, Mann said, will
make power the cheapestin the
country for consumers of all cat-
egories. “The Chief Minister of
Delhi has made power cheapest
in the country. That is why we
have taken guidance from him;
sent officials to him to take ad-
vice.” he said, referring to Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Arvind Kejriwal.

“The money that you save on
power, you can spend on your
children. Your life will become
easier. We will fulfill each and
every election promise over the
next five years. We will save the
exchequer money and return it
to the people,” Mann said.

In June 2021, Kejriwal had
first promised 300 units of free
power every month to con-
sumers in Punjab, on the lines of
Delhi. Consumers in Punjab
were at the time paying the
most for power in the country.

There are 73.80 lakh domes-
tic power consumers in the
state. Nearly 62.25 lakh -- al-
most 85 per cent -- consume up
to 300 units per month. The gov-
ernment’s subsidy bill on this
account is expected to cross Rs
5,500 crore annually.

The free power bill for farm-
ers amounts to Rs 6,000 crore
per annum. The subsidy bill for
21.83 lakh domestic SC/BC/BPL
families comes to aboutRs 4,000
crore. This group of beneficiaries
paysonly Rs 1.19 per unit of elec-
tricity up to aload of 7KW.

Former Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi had cut
power tariffs by Rs 3 per unit in
November last year. He had said
that 100 units of power would
be charged at Rs 1.19 per unit for
all domestic consumers. (It was
Rs 4.19 per unit then.)
Thereafter, consumption be-
tween 100 and 300 units was
billed at Rs 4 per unit instead of
Rs 7. For more than 300 units,
the charges were Rs 5.76 per
unit as against the earlier rate of
Rs 8.76 per unit.

In its first tariff order issued
recently, the AAP government
had retained these tariffs.

PM Modi

is an important formula for Ek

Bharat, Shresth Bharat," he said.
He said Ram kathas are or-
ganised in different parts of the
country. "Be it in whatever lan-
guage or dialect, the spirit of
Ram katha binds, unites one in
the devotion to the Lord. This is
the strength of the Indian faith,
our spirituality, our culture, our
traditions. This is what, even in
the troubled period of slavery,
unified different sections, differ-
ent classes to come together to
resolve for the freedom of the
nation... strengthened efforts".

"In spite of the changing cir-
cumstances over thousands of
years, India has remained un-
shakeable and resolute. The flow
of our faith and culture is of
sadbhav (harmony), of sambhav
(equality), of samavesh (inclu-
sivity). Thus, when the time
came for good to conquer evil,
Lord Ram, in spite of being ca-
pable and able, took everyone
along, unified everyone, people
of all composition, small and
large beings, took their help.
And after bringing together all,
he finished this task -- this is
Sabka Saath, Sabka Prayas. His
life is the best evidence of this,
of which Hanumanji is an im-
portant part... We have to come
together with this spirit, to
achieve our resolve for the na-
tion and to make it shine
brighter,” he said.

He said a "mini-Japan" was
taking shape in the Saurashtra
cities of Jamnagar, Rajkot and
Morbi with specialised industrial
hubs creating jobs. He praised
the Kathiawad region for emerg-
ing as a power centre, with its
tourism and pilgrimage centres.

Recalling his long association
with Morbi, Modi said the
Machchhu dam failure in August
1979 had led to flooding and
deaths. “When the earthquake
came in Bhuj, Kutch (2001), the
lessons learnt from the Morbi in-
cident, the experience, came to
use. The way Kutch has flour-
ished after the earthquake goes
to show how Gujarat has the
strength to turn disasters into
opportunities, as learnt from
Morbi. Today, be it ceramics
manufacturing, or clocks, Morbi
has become an industrial hub for
these. Before the Machchhu
dam, all one could see in all four
directions in Morbi were brick
kilns and big chimneys. Today;, it
is said that on one side there is
Morbi, on the other side Rajkot
and on the third side Jamnagar."

"Jamnagar’s brass industry,
Rajkot’s engineering industry
and Morbi’s clock and ceramic
industries have become like a
triumvirate... seems like a new
mini-Japan has been estab-
lished," he said.

MHA proposal

level, he/she will not be empan-
eled for central deputation. MHA
sources said that due to the ex-
isting rules, most IPS officers
come on central deputation only
at the IG level, leading to severe
shortage at the SPand DIG levels.

Most states don’t relieve SPs
and DIGs for central deputation
as they have enough vacancies
at these levels. Since there are
fewer posts at the IG and above
levels, these officers are then
sent to the Centre.

Sources in the IPS said the
Centre was taking a short cut
that would hurt the services.
“IPS officers at the SP and DIG
levels are not coming to the
Centre because the states are not
relieving them.... Why should an
IPS officer miss a chance to serve
at the Centre at a senior level be-
cause the state did not allow
him to go? Also, this may be
counter-productive. If the states
don’t relieve the officers, there
would be no further empanel-
ment. The Centre will eventually
not get enough officers at the IG
and above levels as well,” said a
senior IPS officer.

Sources said the situation
has arisen due to the then A B
Vajpayee government’s decision
to reduce the size of new IPS
batches as part of its cost-cut-
ting measures. From 80-90 new
officers, the IPS batches were cut
to 35-40 officers (in 1999-2002,
the average stood at 36). On the
other hand, an average of about
85 IPS officers retire every year.

“While the number of dis-
tricts in some states has doubled
inadecade or so, the availability
of officers was cut to one-third,”
said a former MHA official.

In 2009, there were over
1,600 vacancies against a sanc-
tioned strength of over 4,000 IPS
officers. The then Manmohan
Singh government tried to cor-
rect this anomaly by restoring the
earlier intake. The IPS batches
were increased toas muchas 150
--in2020, the intake was 200.As
on January 1, 2020, there were
908 vacancies against a sanc-
tioned strength of 4,982.

Earlier, most states, includ-
ing those with NDA govern-
ments like Bihar, criticised the
Centre’s proposal to change the
IAS and IPS service rules, calling
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Peaceful settlement of out-
standing disputes including
Jammu & Kashmir is indispen-
sable. Pakistan’s sacrifices in
fighting terrorism are well-
known. Let’s secure peace and
focus on socio-economic devel-
opment of our people.”

Modi’s congratulatory
tweet was similar to the letter
he sent to Imran Khan in
August 2018 when he became
Prime Minister of Pakistan.

Congratulating Khan on his
assumption of charge, Modi
had expressed the hope that the
smooth transition of govern-

other. They damaged public
property and torched vehicles,"
asenior police officer said.

Senior officers rushed to the
spot and additional forces were
called in, said police. "Police
tried to control the crowd dur-
ing which several personnel
were injured,” an officer said.

On Saturday night, the area
had been locked down, roads
were barricaded, and police in
riot gear had been deployed in
large numbers. The roads were
littered with glass shards,
bricks, and stones. A burnt out
shell of ascooterlay on the road.

Auto parts mechanic Akash
Thakur (20), said he had
parked his bike and was
headed to join the Shobha
Yatra that was passing through
Block B, near Kushal Cinema,
when the clashes broke out.

"I ran for my life. When |
came back to where [ had
parked my bike, I found it was
missing. We were celebrating
peacefully,” Thakur said.

Mastan (27), a resident of
Block C, said he was out buy-
ing fruits at the time. He
claimed that those in the rally
raised slogans such as "Bharat
mein rehna hoga toh Jai Shri
Ram kehna hoga."

He also alleged that some
people carrying saffron flags
had tried to enter a mosque,
and that the violence had esca-

ment in Pakistan would
strengthen and cement the
people’s belief in democracy.
He recalled their telephone
conversation in which they
spoke of their shared vision to
bring peace, security and pros-
perity in the subcontinent to
make it “free of terror and vio-
lence”,and to focus on develop-
ment. They had spoken in July
2018, days afteritbecame clear
that Khan looked set to be
Prime Minister.

With Shehbaz Sharif taking
charge, New Delhi is watching
developments in Islamabad,

lated because the police pres-
ence in the area is usually thin.

"The stone pelting took
place from both sides. We tried
to stop the clashes, appealed
for peace," Mastan said.

Cabdriver Ajay Kumar (27)
said he sustained injuries to his
leg as he fled the violence. "I
had come to check on my par-
ents when I heard news of a
clash. There was fierce stone-
pelting, and while I managed
to escape from the area, my
Swift Dzire car was destroyed
by the mob. How will | earn my
living now?" he said.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal condemned the vio-
lence and appealed for calm.
"The incident of stone pelting
during a Shobha Yatra in Delhi's
Jahangirpuri is condemnable.
There should be strict action
against those who are to blame.
[ appeal to everyone -- hold
each other's hand and maintain
peace," he tweeted.

Kejriwal said he had spoken
to Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal. "He assured that all steps
are being taken to ensure peace
and that guilty will not be
spared,” the Chief Minister said.

Ina press release, the L-G's
office said: "L-G has con-
demned the incidents of vio-
lence and stone pelting in the
National Capital as unfortunate
and said that none behind

Seek meaningful talks with India,
peaceful ties: Shehbaz to Modi

Rawalpindi and Lahore with
“cautious optimism” forahead-
way in bilateral ties.

Top sources said the change
in regime may offer a “diplo-
matic opening”. According to
sources in the strategic estab-
lishment, the implications may
be far-reaching.

Emerging from the shadow
of his elder brother Nawaz
Sharif, Shehbaz, the PML-N
president, is known to be close
to the Pakistan Army -- he was
Chief Minister of Pakistan’s
Punjab province. The Sharif
family has been an advocate of

Stone-throwing in Delhi on Hanuman
Jayanti, six policemen among injured

these activities will be spared.
He took stock of the situation
along with CP, Delhi and has
appealed to the people to
maintain peace...and cooper-
ate with the police in main-
taining law and order..."
BJPleader Kapil Mishra said
the incidents in Jahangirpuri
should be treated as a terrorist
attack.He alleged that the area
was known to harbour
"Bangladeshi infiltrators”,and
that people had been mo-
bilised for the 2020 Delhi riots
from the area. "They should be
identified and their homes
should be bulldozed," he said.
Manoj Tiwari, the BJP MP
from North East Delhi, said,
"There has been stone pelting
in Delhi's Jahangirpuri on
Hanuman Jayanti... This inci-
dent did not occur all of a sud-
den; it is a conspiracy. Police
should immediately conducta
probe and take strictest action
against the culprits. Though
the situation is getting back to
normal,... there should be a
thorough probe on who are the
culprits, where the stones
came from... Their houses
should be checked for
weapons, and their IDs. I can
say with confidence that sev-
eral incidents are taking place
through a conspiracy. I would
also request Chief Minister
Kejriwal that this is not the

better ties with India.

Officials pointed out that
the core concerns of the two
countries remain the same, and
Shehbaz is well placed to re-
sume the bilateral conversa-
tion. Better trade ties with India
could provide the much-
needed boost to Pakistan’s
economy. Known to be focused
on infrastructure projects —
construction of roads, bridges
and flyovers and transport
projects in Pakistan Punjab —
Shehbaz is keen to deliver be-
fore the next Pakistan elections
in2023.

time to shirk responsibility, but
to work collectively and step
forward to punish the culprits.
Please maintain harmony."

Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta said the violence was
"not a coincidence but a huge
conspiracy". "The
culprits...should be punished
and Delhi Police will definitely
ensure that. I will speak to the
Home Minister too. But the
question arises that in several
unauthorised colonies of Delhi
--whether it is Jahangirpurior
Jamuna Paar -- Bangladeshis
and Rohingyas are stayingille-
gally inlarge numbers and the
Delhi government is giving
them electricity and water
connections. The Delhi govern-
ment is answerable as to why
they are providing protection
to such people.”

The Delhi Police
Commissioner said on Twitter:
"In today's incident in NW
District, the situation is under
control. Adequate additional
force has been deployed in
Jahangirpuri & other sensitive
areas. Senior officers have been
asked to remain in field and
closely supervise the law & or-
der situation & undertake pa-
trolling. Strict action will be
taken against rioters. Citizens
are requested to not to pay
heed to rumours and fake
news on social media."

itan attack on the federal struc-
ture of the Constitution.

Ali Sabry

govern. And talk to the IMF, talk
to the Indian government, you
need somebody to represent
your country and your nation. So,
with reluctance, I thought that [
will take back my resignation,
and do my level best,” he said.

He resigned because “there
was a lot of pressure” from his
family members not to accept
the appointment. “Also, a lot of
people were talking about
whether I was the right fit for
this job. At the beginning, I
thought it better to offer the job
to someone else who is better.”

But no one came forward.
“This is not the time to just shy
away from responsibility. You
put your image and your per-
sonal glory and personal com-
fort on the side and do the job
for the nation. It's the nation's
call,” he said.

The task is unenviable. Sri
Lanka has a crippling dollar
shortage and cannot import
many of the essential goods that
it needs for people's daily needs
including milk, fuel, rice and
medicines. As of April 12, the
country had temporarily sus-
pended repayment of all exter-
nal debts, totalling about $51 bil-
lion. And it has appealed to Sri
Lankans living abroad to send
remittances home to help the
country tide over the crisis.

“It is a difficult task, most

challenging because Sri Lanka
has never had this kind of eco-
nomic crisis since independ-
ence. I understand the impor-
tant thing is to prevent it from
deteriorating further, at least to
arrest it until some proper deci-
sions are made. So we need to
firefight immediately, protect
the vulnerable here and then
find a way for the balance of
payment crisis until normalcy
returns,” said Sabry, a friend of
President Rajapaksa and, until
recently, head of his personal le-
gal team.

“It's not about me, it's about
the country,” he said. “We need
to protect the institutions, the
central bank, banking system, its
credibility, its association with
payment gateways, friendly re-
lationships with international
multilateral organisations, for-
eign countries. These need to be
protected and salvaged, at least
for the time being.”

Being a lawyer, he said, what
was helping him was his “skill
to analyse and present a case
and also to listen”.

Sabry, whose religious iden-
tity sits uneasily with some of
the actions of this government,
had resigned once before as
Justice Minister over the ap-
pointment of a controversial
Buddhist monk, affiliated to the
extremist Buddhist group
Bodhiu Bala Sean, as head of a
presidential task force consti-
tuted to study a proposal for
“one country, one law”. The ap-

New Delhi

pointment raised concerns
among Sri Lanka's minorities.
The monk, Galagodaatte
Gnanasara, had been arrested
for anti-Muslim violence, for a
week, and was released on bail.
He was convicted later for con-
tempt of court, but received a
Presidential pardon.

Rajapaksa refused to accept
his resignation even at that time,
and Sabry continued, after
telling the media then that the
matter was “in limbo”.

Asked about how he views
his government's position on
minorities, he said, “ am work-
ing hard to restore order, restore
stability, restore supply lines and
protect the rest of the economy,
and if we divide ourselves in
terms of race, religion, or any-
thing of that sort, it is going to be
even more difficult. [ hate any
sort of division, wherever it
comes from. This is not time for
divisions, this is time for unity,
this is time to put a strong united
effort to protect our country.”

All over the world, and even
in the most liberal Western
democracies, he said, “some
people will try to ignite differ-
ences among races and religions
for their political survival. That's
been there since time immemo-
rial, but the majority should un-
derstand that these are short-
term divisive tactics that will not
work. No country can progress
unless you think as a country.
There is no solution that is sepa-
rate foreach and every one of us.

People should understand that.”

He said Sri Lanka needs
bridge financing of $3-4 billion
to tide over the next 6-9 months
to pay its import bills. He said it
was “too premature” to say if
India was giving an additional
$2 bn, but “the indications are
positive” and “Indians have
clearly indicated they will stand
by Sri Lanka until it stands on its
feet again, and normal life can
commence... India had been a
true friend in need”.

The next steps, Sabry said, in
the medium-term priority, was
to focus on the balance of pay-
ment crisis, and after that pursue
adevelopment agenda that will
put the economy back on track.

“We need to be realistic, it
has happened over a period of
time, we have lived beyond
our means,” he said, pointing
to the several tax cuts imple-
mented by  President
Rajapaksa. He said possible
areas of fiscal consolidation
were taxes, realistic prices for
commodities.

“Every day, the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporationis incur-
ring a loss of about a million.
Some of the state-owned enter-
prises are continuing to make
massive losses. Ultimately, that
also has to be funded through
public funding. So I think it's
time for us to reflect on what is
right, and what is good in the
long term for the country, and
not take just popular decisions,”
he said.
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Body of student shot dead in Canada brought home

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

AMONG THE crowd of family
and friends gathered outside
Kartik Vasudev’s (21) home in
Ghaziabad'’s Rajendra Nagar on
Saturday afternoon, waiting for
the body to arrive from the air-
port, were his childhood friends.

“He wanted to come back in
the summer, we had made a list
of things we wanted him to get
for us,” said Kamal Thakur (21)
an engineering student, who
studied with Kartik at DAV Public
School, Sahibabad. “He was gone
only for a few months, but was
always in touch. He would give
us minute details of his life there...
tell us about his assignments, the

Kartik (top) was cremated
on Saturday in Ghaziabad.
Prem Nath Pandey

purchase of a phone and the EMI
he was paying forit,” said Chirayu
Baliyan (21), who also studied
with Kartik.

Kartik was shot dead outside
a subway station in Canada’s
Toronto last week. His body was
brought home to Ghaziabad

where his funeral was held.

“He would ask us to shift
there, sowe could recreate a mini
Rajendra Nagar... He always
wanted to go abroad and was liv-
ing his dream. He had the life he
wanted there... a good college,
good friends,” said Kamal, who

lives in the same neighbourhood.

“He was a good student and
was always punctual. We would
get scolded all the time, but not
him. If we were to go somewhere,
he would be waiting 15 minutes
inadvance,” Kamal recalled.

The body arrived in anambu-

Cases cross 400 mark, capital’s
positivity rate shoots past 5%

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

DELHI RECORDED 461 new
Covid cases Saturday, up from
366 the previous day. The posi-
tivity rate shot up to 5.33% on
Saturday when 8,646 tests were
done, a dip from 9,275 tests on
Friday when a positivity rate of
3.95% was recorded.

The number of Covid cases
has been on therise over the past
few days. While 299 cases were
recorded on April 13, the num-
berincreased to 325 on April 14,
and further to 366 on April 15.A
week ago, on April 9, the num-

ber of fresh cases stood at 160,
when the positivity rate was
1.55% and 10,312 tests were
done.

The number of active cases a
week ago was 581, less than half
the current number of active
cases (1,262).

Meanwhile, Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia Saturday said
cases may have been rising, but
there is no need to worry as hos-
pitalisation is low. He reiterated
that instructions have been is-
sued to schools to follow the gov-
ernment’s SoP if they detect any
case. “There are only six Covid
patients admitted at Lok Nayak
hospital,” he said.

District authorities have
ramped up testing, contact trac-
ing and vaccination campaigns.
Officials said random Covid test-
ing will restart at Metro stations
and places that see high footfall
like markets, bus stops and rail-
ways stations after the DDMA
meeting on April 20.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday had said that
the capital has increased its re-
sources to be able to handle anin-
crease in Covid cases.

There are 1,262 active casesin
the city, going by the Delhi gov-
ernment health bulletin. A total
of 772 Covid positive persons are
in home isolation, while 59 peo-

ple, including suspected Covid
positive patients, are admitted to
hospitals. Of the 29 Covid positive
patients admitted to hospitals, 11
are in intensive care units, and
eightare on oxygen support. Ato-
tal of 27 patients admitted to hos-
pitals are from the city, and two
are from outside Delhi. The city
recorded two deaths from the in-
fection Saturday. No deaths were
recorded on April 13, 14 and 15.
A total of 9,508 people re-
ceived a dose of the vaccine over
the past 24 hours. Of these, a total
of 5,250 were precaution or
booster doses, while 1,724 people
received their first shot,and 2,534
people took the second dose.

lance around4 pm, placed ina cof-
fin inside a box, leaving the fam-
ily inconsolable as the cover was
lifted. He was cremated at Hindon
Ghat. “The flight landed around
noon, but it took some time to
complete the process at the air-
port. He had gone in January...,”
said Preeti, Kartik’s aunt.

Kartik was studying a global
management course at Seneca
University. He was travelling to
workatarestaurant when he was
shot outside Sherbourne subway
station. The Toronto Police have
arrested a 39-year-old man,
Richard Jonathan Edwin, in con-

nection with the murder.

Jitesh Vasudev, Kartik's father,
said, “There is no update on the
investigation. It’s along weekend
there, and the next hearing is ex-
pected to be on April 20. We need
justice,and we plan on travelling
to Canada to make sure every-
thing is on track...”

Gaurav Vasdev, Kartik's cousin,
said the motive of the attack was
unclear. Edwin had shot another
person two days later. “The em-
bassy and Canadian police helped
us bring the body back. They fast-
tracked the process which usually
takes about 15 days.”
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Porel b -4 Canara Bank

| - - A Govt. of India Undertaking
_Ma fat==s= Syndicate

Recovery Section, Circle Office

3rd Floor, Luv-Kush Tower, Exhibition Road, Patna - 800001, Ph. : 0612-2320180, Email : npacopat@canarabank.com

PROPERTY FOR E-AUCTION

E-AUCTION Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged / hypothecated/ Pledged / charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive / physical possession of which has been taken by
the Authorised Officer of Canara Bank will be sold on "As is where is", " As is what is" and "Whatever there is" on 17.05.2022 from
12:30 PM To 1:30 PM with unlimited extension of 5 minutes duration each till the conclusion of the sale) Details are as under :-

sl.| Name/Address

Name and Address of the

Outstanding

Reserve Price /

Area — 1352 sq ft. situated at New Patna Colony,
Hasanpura Road, Patna, Bihar. Boundary:-
North: Part of S.P No.2050 allotted to Arun Kr,
South: Part of S.P No.2050 allotted to Kumar
Binay Kishore, East: 20' wide road, West: Part

of S.P No.2050

| ContactNo. in Rs. Details of Propert EMD/Bid Multiplier
No of the Branch O S EE L () Y Amt./Alc No./IFSC
1 Patna M/S Vishwa Fashion And Rs. All part & Parcel of Land and building in the | Rs. 62,69,000/-
Kadamkuan |General Store, Prop:- Sri Ashish| 42 39 697.88 |name of Mortgagor:-Sri Ashish Kumar S/o Late | Rs. 6,26,900/-
Branch |Kumar, S/o Late Ram Janam as on Ram Janam Prasad, SMT Deed No- 700 dated | Rs. 10,000/-
Prasad, and the Mortgagor Srif 34052021 [17/01/2020, Thana- Beur, Thana No- 33,| A/c -
Mob. Ashish Kumar, S/o Late Ram| i erect& |Mauza- Beur, Tauzi No -5606, Khata No -191, | 8361295000001
8210998436 |Janam Prasad Other Cost | Circle No- 265, M.S Plot No- 2050, Holding No-| IFSC Code -
thereon 1176/1A, Ward No -11, District — Patna, Total| CNRB0008361

Last Date of EMD 12.05.2022 For Detailed terms and conditions of the sale,

The women who fought,
the women we must know.
Follow their stories on

please refer to the link provided in www.canarabank.com

Date : 16.04.2022

Place : Patna

Authorised Officer
Canara Bank
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UNPRECEDENTED EXPANSION OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

ACCELERATING INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT

= Banking the Unbanked

o Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana facilitated access to banking for poor - over 45 crore
Jan Dhan accounts opened

» With the facility of free accidental insurance of 32 lakh, 31.6 crore RuPay Debit cards issued free of cost

o Linking of Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile has made the system transparent and enabling transfer of

Government benefits without any middlemen, directly to beneficieries

® Facility of DBT has ensured protection of economic interest of the poor & needy amidst

challenges of pandemic

= Securing the Unsecured

o Under Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, accidental insurance cover of X 2 lakh

provided at a premium of 312 per annum- 28.19 crore peaople enrolled

o Under Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, life insurance cover of 32 lakh
provided at a premium of ¥ 330 per annum - 12.66 crore people enrolled

o Atal Pension Yojana provides guaranteed monthly pension after 60 years of age,
over 4 crore people enrolled

= Funding the Unfunded

o Under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, loans to the tune of 318.60 lakh crore provided

through 34.42 crore loan accounts of entrepreneurs

s For setting up of greenfield enterprises under Stand-up India Scheme, loan of
%14.5 thousand crore disbursed to 1.35 lakh SC/ST and women entrepreneurs

s Pradhan Mantri SVANidhi Yojana provides easy micro-credit to street vendors;

30 lakh street vendors received credit amounting to ¥3.2 thousand crore

k& gur development parameter is very simple. It is about how the poorest of the poor
can benefit from development. The upliftment of the poor is our priority and the
poor is central focus of our economic agenda yy

- Narendra Modi

New Delhi
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VACCINATIONS IN DELHI TOTAL Total |Vacant NOIDA
LAST 24 HOURS CASES HOSPITALBEDS 9,735 {9,674 Apri1s | Apri6
9,508 18,68,033 | cuens 2197 12176 | cases [43 |70
[—— - i Death
PATIENTSINHOSPITAL: 59 . Cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests eaths |0 0
April15| 366 209 0 9,275 GURGAON
OXYGEN SUPPORT 8 April 6| 461 560 5 8,646 Cases (150 [T
VENTILATOR SUPPORT 0 Total 1,262* 18,40,611 26,160 | 3,7549472
*“Total active cases in Delhi Deaths |0 0

COMMUNAL CLASHES

At violence-hit Jahangirpuri,
a common refrain: ‘We livein
peace, outsiders ruined mahaul’

ANAND MOHAN J &
MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL

NEW DELHI, APRIL17

STREETS OUTSIDE a mosque in
Jahangirpuri wore a deserted
look, shops were shuttered, and
the streetlight illuminated a
chain of men standing guard
through the night.

Butitwasn’t just the mosque
they said they were protecting;
the men said they were also
watching over a Kali Mata
mandir nearby.

Sajid Saifi, an electronics
shop owner who lives in the
area, said: “Hindus and Muslims
have always lived together here.
[ have eaten prasad at this tem-
ple and Hindus celebrate with us
on our festivals. This has never
happened before; outsiders have
ruined the peace.”

Jahangirpuri’s block Band C,
where the communal clashes
took place, is home to a working
class population including fish
sellers, mobile repair shops and
clothes retailers.

Hours after the violence, ad-
vocate Shiv (35) sat outside his
friend Amir’s home. “We all be-
came friends because our father
and grandfathers have been
friends. Some from the rally tried
to climb the mosque; I feel bad
seeing this. It was just yesterday
that I helped distribute sharbat
and water among my Muslim
friends, and today outsiders tried
to ruin our bond. We will not al-
low it to happen,” he said.

Pappu Kumar (17) was also
outon Saturday night, in solidar-
ity with his friends, Aneez and

Nafees. “I celebrated Holi with
them. It feels strange that some-
thing like this happened,” he said.
His friend Nafees said, “We
also treat the Kali Mata mandir
like our own. I am on talking
terms with the Pandit...I say Ram
Ram when I see him,” he said.
However, there is palpable
fear in the area. Kalu (50), a fish
seller, held his 11-year-old
daughter and watched the po-
lice vans zip past his home. He
was supposed to drive to a fish
market in Haryana and buy 12

quintals of fish like every other
day.“lamscared to go out. There
is fear that some people want to
fight. Saara mahaul kharab kar
diya bahar ke logon ne,” he said.

Working with peace
committee: Police
According to police, the
‘Shobha Yatra’ had police per-
mission. Special CP (law and or-
der of Northern zone) Dependra
Pathak said late Saturday night:
“The situation is under control.
We are going to each house and

Security tightened at
Jahangirpuri, Saturday;
(left) Shiv Kumar (extreme
left) said outsiders tried to
ruin their bond.

Praveen Khanna/Anand Mohan |

requesting all residents to main-
tain peace and harmony. We are
prepared to deal with any ru-
mour mongering or unruly ele-
ments. We are in constant dia-
logue with members of the
peace community.” He said “a
few policemen have been in-
jured and one was shot at”.

An officer said there was a
deployment of around 50 police-
men in Jahangirpuri along with
PCRs, MVPs and drones.

Sources said that following
clashesin other parts of the coun-
try, the DCPs had already beenin-
formed by senior officials and the
special branch to be on alert.
“They were asked to make ade-
quate arrangements during such
processions,” said an officer.

AAP slams BJP for felicitating 8 who
‘attacked’ CM home, calls for boycott

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

LEADERS OF the Aam Aadmi
Party Saturday hit out at the BJP
for felicitating eight men ac-
cused of attacking Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s residence.

Kejriwal, without naming
BJP, tweeted, “If someone com-
mits hooliganism in America,
he goes to jail, in India he goes
to a specific party. If someone
molests a girlin Europe, he goes
to jail, in India he goes to this
party. They will never make
good schools. They need lakhs
of illiterate goons, thugs and un-
employed people for their hate
politics. Our country needs to
boycott parties that support
hooligans, criminals if it actu-
ally wants to become a world
leader.”

He was responding to party
MP Raghav Chadha’s press con-
ference earlier in the day on the
same issue. Chadha said that in
the US, if somebody indulges in
hooliganism, he is put in jail: “In

AAP MP Chadha called the
BJP a ‘party of goons’

India, they join the BJP. In
European countries, if someone
harasses your mothers and sis-
ters, they go to jail. In India, if
they do this, they go to BJP.”
Chadha also called the BJP a
party of “goons and ruffians”.
“BJP has become a party of goons
and ruffians... We have no qualms
in saying that they have become
‘Bharat ki Jaahil Party’. Their
goons and ruffians attack AAP
leaders. They have attacked and
vandalised the home of Arvind
Kejriwal, who s the elected Chief
Minister of Delhi, who is world

famous, a former Income Tax
Commissioner and an IIT alum-
nus. The BJP calls them... felici-
tates them, honours them with
siropa (robe) and shawl, clicks
photos of them and issues press
releases,” he Chadha. He also
cited instances of BJP members
“vandalising the home of Deputy
CM Manish Sisodia” and “enter-
ing Delhi Jal Board’s under-
ground reservoir in Sonia Vihar”.

Chadha also said the BJP gov-
ernment did not want to build
schools or provide employment
astheyneeded “illiterate goons for
their army”. “BJP will never build
good schoolsand colleges foryou.
They won’t do it because they
want an army of illiterate goons.
If people get access to education,
how will BJP get illiterate goons?
They will also not produce em-
ployment opportunities for you.
If BJP does this, how will scores of
unemployed ruffians and goons
join their army?” he said.

“The question in front of us
today is, do we want to make
India alawless state like Pakistan
or Sri Lanka? Or do we want to

make it a developed nation
where our competition is with
the most developed countries
like European countries, the US
and Japan?” said Chadha.

He said the country will
progress only when “people
boycott a party like the BJP...and
call them traitors”. “Today, if the
BJP is most scared of anybody,
it's Arvind Kejriwal. Their
lumpen elements are most
scared of Kejriwal’s education
model,” he said.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia also spoke out
against the BJP and appealed to
people to boycott those who
“engage in bullying and petty
politics”.

“The BJP not only protects
goons and thugs, but also treats
them like heroes, honours them
atits office. The BJP’s true face is
out in the open, its role models
are gangsters and goons, not
freedom fighters and martyrs. It
is high time... its politicians are
boycotted and the country starts
discussing science, education
and employment,” he said.

Noida Police on high alert after clashes
in Northwest Delhi, step up security

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, APRIL 16

NOIDA POLICE remained on high
alert following clashes between
two communities in Northwest
Delhi on Saturday evening.
Shortly after the incident,
Prashant Kumar, ADG Law and
Order, stated that an alert has
been issued to state police de-
partments to maintain vigil
against anti-social elements.
On late Saturday evening,
patrolling was carried out in all
three zones — Noida, Central

Officers also took out a flag marches in crowded areas

and Greater Noida. Officers also
took out a flag march in
crowded areas.

Police are maintaining secu-
rity measures in metro stations,
markets and areas with mixed

population.

Security will also be stepped
up on routes where processions
will be taken out in order to pre-
vent any clashes or law and or-
der situation, said police.

Areas where history sheeters
have been found active are also
being monitored, officials said.

Anappeal hasbeenissued to
the public to immediately in-
form police in case of any anti-
social activity that could disturb
peace in the region.

Similar police activities will
be carried out in different parts
of West UP as well, officials said.

Noida, the smart hub of the future

Investors such as Samsung, TCS, Microsoft and Data Center, among others,
have made substantial investments and vouch for the ease of doing business

PARAMOUNT

IPPING highways connecting cities

across north India, an airport that con-

nects the world to the heart of Uttar
Pradesh, Metro corridors for ease of living,
manufacturing and knowledge hubs and a
smart city with character, Noida has emerged
as a sustainable and growth-oriented model
for the future.

Noida has attracted the most investment
among cities in the last four-and-a-half
years. It received nearly Rs 64,000 crore in
investments, which helped it create more
than 4.5 lakh jobs. According to data, large
domestic and international investors have
put a lot of money into the market over the
last few years.

Noida is governed by three authorities: the
Noida Industrial Development Authority, the
Greater Noida Industrial Development Au-
thority and the Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Authority, all of which are
located in Gautam Budh Nagar district. In the
last one-and-a-half years, the three develop-
ment bodies have sold almost 3,000 acres of
land to investors from across the country and
beyond. The three authorities have indeed
made it easier for businesses to invest in
Noida. In the previous four-and-a-half years,
the Noida Authority created 1.5 lakh jobs by
investing roughly Rs 22,000 crore. It is now
planning to build a smart village.

Investors such as Samsung, TCS, Microsoft
and Data Center, among others, have made
substantial investments and vouch for the
ease of doing business. The city has pur-
chased more than 39,146 acres of land for
Rs 2,500 crore in order to build mega-data
processing centres. Microsoft has purchased
60,000 acres of land on its own, with ambi-
tions to invest Rs 1,000 crore in the IT industry.
INGK Company has also purchased 47,833
acres of land for an investment of Rs 5,500
crore in the real estate industry.

Through MSME Park, Apparel Park, Toy
City and Medical Park, there is a huge invest-
ment. The Yamuna Expressway Industrial De-

velopment Authority (YEIDA) is all set to es-
tablish new benchmarks with its Film City
and Jewar Airport, the biggest in India and
perhaps South Asia.

YEIDA has given 150 acres of land in
Noida for the Apparel Export Cluster, paving
the way for Uttar Pradesh’s first textile park.
With a projected investment of Rs 8,365.73
crore, 152 companies are scheduled to set up
units within the textile park, employing
around five lakh workers. In the first phase,
work on 91 textile and apparel facilities is
well under way, with production set to begin
soon.Two lakh people will be employed after
these 91 textile and apparel companies are
completed.

The state government's objective, accord-
ing to industry department sources, is to cre-
ate a global garment hub that can tap into
the lucrative international textile supply
chain, which now includes Bangladesh, Viet-
nam and Indonesia as significant producers.

According to sources, in the last four years,
66 prominent entrepreneurs have submitted
bids to invest Rs 8715.16 crore in the textile
and apparel sector. Twelve textile factories
have already been established, with the de-
velopment of 18 more currently under way.
The goal is to get the 18 textile facilities up
and running this year. Furthermore, produc-

tion in 17 additional textile facilities is antic-
ipated to begin next year.

The Uttar Pradesh government intends to
build more integrated textile parks in the
state’s major textile manufacturing districts,
including Meerut, Agra, Jhansi, Gorakhpur,
Varanasi, Lucknow, and Kanpur divisions. Ac-
cording to exporters, the Apparel Park is likely
to attract roughly Rs 2,500 crore in invest-
ment and generate an extra 5,000 crore in
foreign exchange yearly.

In Sector 24, Noida, an Apparel Training
and Design Centre has been established to
teach skills to garment factory craftsmen.
NAEC plans to build a similar centre in the
park to train workers and place them in the
garmentindustry.

In GB Nagar, there are roughly 3,000 gar-
ment production units in operation, employ-
ing approximately 10 lakh people directly or
indirectly. The district produces readymade
garments worth Rs 30,000 crore annually, of
which Rs 25,000 crore is exported and the
remainder is sold domestically.

The new Noida International Airportin Je-
war is a significant benefit for commercial
and residential real estate in Noida, Greater
Noida and the Taj Expressway. It will alter the
dynamics of real estate in the NCR, bringing
Noida at par with Gurugram. Land prices,

apartment and office rents in the region are
currently much lower than in Gurugram, and
the gap will close significantly if the airport is
completed on time. As a result, the rates will
begin to move as well.

Despite Noida’s stronger infrastructure
and access from Delhi, corporates and MNCs
have traditionally favoured Gurugram over
Noida due to its closeness to Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport. This disparity is set to
vanish over the next three years. The real es-
tate market in Noida has already begun to
reflect expectations of a property boom. The
sectors of Greater Noida and Noida closest
to Jewar are the main beneficiaries of this.

In the next few years, the Jewar airport will
play a critical role in the overall growth of the
Noida and Greater Noida sectors. The airport
will provide much-needed connectivity to
these locations, boosting confidence in real
estate across asset classes.

Due to the seamless connectivity and
high-end infrastructural developments like
Film City, Jewar Airport will attract a new sec-
tion of corporate class, including HNIs and
UHNIs, who will be evaluating the city for
long-term income opportunities. In this con-
text, real estate will emerge as one of the
brighter options. As a new class of corporate
buyers and investors enters the market, de-
mand for residential and commercial real es-
tate will change dramatically. With multiple
firms exhibiting interest in the region for in-
vestment in the electronics sector, as well as
the forthcoming international airport, an
electronics and mobile accessories hub near
the region could become arreality.

In addition, compared to the Yamuna Ex-
pressway, where the airport is being built,
Faridabad is already a populated micro mar-
ket. As aresult, the former has a better prob-
ability of appreciating than the latter. So
Noida is now an incubator of possibilities
and with its futuristic outlook and apt re-
source mobilisation is set to drive transfor-
mation across North India.

CR-based real estate devel-

oper Paramount Group's res-
idential projects are ready
for possession, like Paramount Golf-
foreste located opposite Zeta sector,
Greater Noida. It offers villas, studio
apartments, lockable office spaces
and apartments which are open to
sales for interested buyers. Para-
mount Emotions, located in Greater
Noida West, and Paramount Florav-
ille, in Sector 137, Expressway, have
already been delivered and families
are already residing there.
The Paramount Group has com-

New Delhi

GUIDED BY TOMORRIWY

Paramount Group’s
projects are ready
for possession

prices.

pleted multiple projects in the pan-
demic period and expanded to many
prime areas and regions. It has de-
veloped projects to establish better
connectivity and provided homes to
thousands of buyers.

The group is offering luxurious vil-
las, studios, apartments and lockable
office spaces. Multi-range two-room
and three-room apartments are also
available for customers at affordable

The group has delivered multiple
ready-to-move-in projects in differ-
ent locations.

ADVERTORIAL
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DELIVER

All ready-for-possession projects,
made possible with the support of over thousand families!

Project in Planning Stage near NH24, Ghaziabad

Building Developed over O Home to over
26 Years / || 10 Million Sq.ft. thousands of
of Trust* Land Area* families in NCR*

LIMITED UNITS AVAILABLE
Opposite Zeta Sector, Greater Noida

“Actual Image

Actual Imag

T1Crore to T1.75 Crore” 219 Lakh’

FURNISHED ()

GUARAVIE) READY FOR POSSESSION
STUDIO ~ LOCKABLE
READY-TO-MOVE-IN VILLAS APARTMENTS OFFICE SPACES

I7 Lakh®™ onwards
Q 83760 77777 Q 83760 66666 Q 83760 55555

PARAMOUNT

PARAMOUNT "3
(goiiforeste  loolfforesté  Bgolfmart i jeee  EfEHon:

g o N =
2,3 BHKHOMES * GH-05A, SEC-1, GREATER NOIDA(W)

PARAMOUNT

‘ PARAMOUNT
]./.f ki1 ¥ .’ 2 o PARA&?.EJNT Faramrﬁn
Mapple Ml P I@%ﬁmn citysquare Tiiln

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
Crossings Republik, NH-24 8TUDIOS & SUITES

AND MANY MORE MILESTONE PROJECTS WITH AN OUTSTANDING LEGACY

PARAMOUNT GROUP OF COMPANIES

Corp.Office: H-110, Sector-63, Noida 201301 (U.P), India
E-mail: info@paramountgroup.co.in | Website: www.paramountgroup.co.in

Disclaimer: All specifications, design, layout conditions are only indicative & some of these can be changed at the discretion of Builder/Architect, these are purely conceptual & constitute no legal offerings. 1 sg. mtr.=10.764 sq.ft. | 1 acre= 4047 sq.mtrs. (approx.)

PARAMOUNT %~

GH-06, Sec-137, Expressway, Noida

FEN
* PARAMOUNT

< SPECTRUM

Member of [ARELLO

member of A~ | 0
CREDANI

*terms & conditions apply

.- . .- . New Delhi



'8 Tue Crry

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, APRIL 17,2022

Man kills his
wife, son,
confesses on
WhatsApp
group; held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

A 40-YEAR-OLD man has been
arrested for allegedly killing his
wife and son by smothering
them in their house in
Shahdara district on Saturday
afternoon. Police said initial in-
vestigation revealed that he
was upset owing to a financial
crisis as he lost his job during
the lockdown.

DCP (Shahdara) R
Sathiyasundaram said the inci-
dent took place around 3.40 pm.
The accused was a chartered ac-
countant, but after losing his job,
he had been running a grocery
store in the area.

“We were informed about
the incident by his parents. We
reached his house and found the
bodies of his wife on the bed and
their 15-year-old son on the sec-
ond floor,” he said.

The father of the accused told
police that they had called him
to their house for tea. A senior
police officer said: “He informed
them that he allegedly killed his
wife and son. He left the house
saying he would commit sui-
cide.”

“Later, in a WhatsApp mes-
sage on the family group, he con-
fessed to allegedly killing his
wife and son. He also said he had
lost his mind,” the officer added.

The boy was a Class IX stu-
dent, police said, adding
that crime and forensic teams
have visited the spot to collect
evidence.

2 arrested for
trying tosnatch
woman'’s chain

New Delhi: A day after a senior
citizen couple suffered minor
injuries in an attempted chain-
snatching incident in Outer
Delhi’s Mianwali Nagar, police
arrested two men on Friday
night. “The complainant said as
he and his wife were taking a
stroll, a motorcycle came from
behind and the accused tried to
snatch his wife’s chain. He
tried to chase them but fell and
suffered injuries,” an officer
said. ENS

JYOTIMISHRA
& CHANDA RANI

THE CENTRAL and state gov-
ernments have introduced var-
ious welfare schemes targeted
at the poor and the margin-
alised sections of society — to
avail ration, pension, even gas
cylinders. In part 4 of this series,
Lokniti-CSDS’s study on the ur-
ban poor of Delhi tries to see
the outreach of some popular
welfare schemes and whether
the targeted groups are indeed
getting the benefits they are
supposed to.

PDS, Jan Dhan Yojna

The findings from the survey
suggest that close to seven in
ten (69%) surveyed households
have benefited from the Public
Distribution System (PDS)
scheme through which people
get ration at subsidised cost.

Close to a quarter (23%) of
households also reported that
they opened their accounts un-
der the Jan Dhan Yojna intro-
duced by the BJP-led central
government, which helped
people avail the benefits of var-
ious schemes launched during
Covid-19.

During the pandemic, the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana was introduced, which
provided Rs 500 to women hav-
ing a Jan Dhan account. The
study found that a mere 9% of
households said they got the
amount. However, if the house-
hold had a Jan Dhan account,
amongst them a little over one-
fifth said that they got the ben-
efit under Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Yojana.

Sixteen percent of house-
holds benefited from the pen-
sion scheme and 15% received
gas cylinders under Ujjwala
Yojna, a central government
scheme (Table 1).

Though not many urban
slum dwellers could avail the
benefit of the Direct Cash
Transfer by the central govern-
ment under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana
during Covid-19, they got other
forms of assistance from the
government during the pan-
demic.

A little over seven in ten

GOVT WELFARE SCHEMES

7 in 10 have availed of PDS scheme;
lack of documents occasional hurdle

Ration reaching people, work to be done on direct cash transfer, reveals survey of urban poor

The findings from the survey suggest that close to seven in ten (69%) surveyed households have benefitted from the Public
Distribution System (PDS). Archive

EXCEPT RATION, OTHER GOVT SCHEMES
ARE BEYOND THE REACH OF THE POOR

AN

In the last five years have you benefited from: (%)
Public Distribution System (PDS) [IIEIEGG:]
JanDhan Yojna
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana*
Pension (0ld, Widow, Divyaang) \
Ujjwala Yojna
* Beneficiaries among those who have accounts under Jan Dhan Yojna.

DURING COVID, URBAN POOR GOT
GOVTHELP IN THE FORM OF

LACK OF DOCUMENTS NOT

GOVT SCHEMES

ISSUE FOR DENIAL OF

U, |
s f

71% ’ 40%

Free grains/ Free
food medicines/
treatment

Due to lack of any kind of ID
have you been denied ...

Ration for home 16%

Note: Rest did not respond

Help related to
treatment 7%

APPLIED FOR ONLINE
- . GOVERNMENT SERVICES
8% 4% Yes No
23% 76%
Financial Help \_.
help related to
joborwork | Note: Rest did not respond
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=

supreme sacrifice for the honour of the Regt
and Country while serving in the icy glacier

of Siachen. Your heroic deeds epitomize
valour and sacrifice that acts as a source of
inspiration & strength to us.

GUNNER
TAMIL SELVAN

CO & All Ranks 17 Para Fd Regt
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(71%) households got free ra-
tion provided by the govern-
ment and two-fifths said they
received free medicines and
treatment.

Merely 8% of households
got financial help from the
government during Covid
(Table 2).

Delivery, accessibility

When we look at delivery
and accessibility of the welfare
schemes, we found that availing
these services was not very chal-
lenging for the urban poor. Nine
of ten respondents said they had
never paid any bribe to get the

benefits of any schemes.
However, data shows that
lack of proper documents be-
came a hurdle at times in avail-
ing these services. Sixteen per-
cent of households in the survey
said that they were denied ra-
tion due to the lack of identity
proof documents and 7% said

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
s F OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
— RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH
AT/PO- SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020,

iy

works whose particulars are given below:-

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
JAMMU DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEGA PROJECTS DIVISION JAMMU
FRESH NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

e-NIT No. JDA-MP/2022-23/e-NIT/04 Dated 11.04.2022
Executive Engineer, Mega Projects Division Jammu on behalf of Vice Chairman ,JDA ,e-bids from the firms dealing in the similar nature of

that they were denied help re-
lated to medical treatment
(Table 3). The government is
promoting digitalisation in serv-
ice delivery and encouraging
people to apply online for wel-
fare schemes.

While it was believed thatit
would be daunting for the poor
to apply online, the data pres-
ents a positive picture, with
close to a quarter of the urban
poor households in Delhi say-
ing they had applied for govern-
ment services. However, one
doesn’t know whether they
sought help from others or ap-
plied on their own.

Data suggest that people liv-
ing in Delhi’s slums are getting
benefits of state welfare schemes,
especially free ration or ration at
subsidised cost. However,
schemes such as pension and di-
rect cash transfer under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana was not well delivered
among urban poor and not many
could avail its benefits.

The authors are researchers at
Lokniti-CSDS, Delhi. For the study,
1,080 people spread across 55
slums covering all 11 districts of
Delhi were interviewed using a
structured questionnaire by
means of face-to-face interview
method. The interviews were con-
ducted by trained field investiga-
tors for three months (November
2021 to January 2022).

Ammoniain Yamuna
up again, water
supply hitin capital

How DLF built
colonies in Delhi
for aspirational

P

W T d T TR e

artition migrants

-

Among the colonies planned by DLF in the capital was
Greater Kailash I and II. Praveen Khanna

ADRIJAROYCHOWDHURY
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

MORE THAN a year before
the Partition, Chaudhary
Raghvendra Singh had already
forecast the effect of a large-scale
migration into India and espe-
cially Delhi. Singh was then
working as a transport officer in
the Punjab government. He re-
signed in 1946 and established a
company with very small capi-
tal called Delhi Land and Finance
Ltd (DLF), with the objective of
developing areas to give accom-
modation to the millions of peo-
ple who would be running from
Punjab to Delhi for shelter.
“Delhi was then a sleeping
metropolis,” said Kushal Pal Singh
(93), chairman emeritus of DLF.
“There was hardly any demand for
housing at that time. There were
no takers for land either since no
one predicted the influx of
Partition migrants yet,” added
Singh, who is also the son-in-law
of Chaudhary Raghvendra Singh.
He explained that coming froman
agricultural background, it was
easy for his father-in-law torelate
with and convince the farmers,
whose land had to be acquired.
Long before the DLF turned
Gurgaon from a humble hamlet
to one of the fastest growing
citiesinIndia, it was in Delhi that
the company created some of
the city’s most opulent neigh-
bourhoods. The company
started out with Model Town in
North Delhi. Delhi was at that
time largely limited to the con-
tours of the old city, and that is
where the migrants first came.
Eventually, = Chaudhary
Raghvendra Singh once againen-
visioned that the growth of New
Delhi would happen southwards,
on the suburbs of the habitation.
Thereafter took
birth the South
Delhi neighbour-
hoods of Great

Kushal Pal Singh, chairman
emeritus of DLF. DLF

inRivoli at Connaught Place and
follow it up with dinner at Kake
DaHotel,” said the 78-year old.
But the development of
colonies in Delhi by DLF was
rather short-lived. The Act of
1957 barred all private real estate
developers from acquiring land
in the city. “The administration
had decided that urban develop-
ment needed to happen onaso-
cialistic pattern. So, it was de-
cided that whatever land was
required for development must
be acquired by the government
under the large-scale land devel-
opment and acquisition policy
and private developers should be
given a limited role of construc-
tion,” said AKJain, urban planner
and former commissioner of
planning in the DDA. “The idea
was to dispose of propertiesona
subsidised rate to Economically
Weaker Section (EWS) and Low
Income Group (LIG) families.”
Consequent to the Act, the
DLFwas virtually out of business
and had moved to manufactur-
ing electric motors and batteries,
recalled Singh. Subsequently, in
the early 1970s, he was asked to
take over the company and re-
vive it fromits near bankrupt sta-
tus. Singh at that time was in the
Army and was also involved in
horse breeding.
“With the govern-
ment laws against

Kailash I, Greater
Kailash 1II, Hauz
Khas, Kailash
Colony,  South
Extension and a
few others. In the
course of a decade,
and before the
Delhi Development
Act of 1957 made
land development
in Delhi an exclu-
sively government
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Tracing the capital’s
post-Independence
history

private develop-
ers, the company
having no money,
and I having no
knowledge and
background in
business, [ had no
idea how to revive
DLE,” said Singh.

Sometime in
the next few days,
onasummer after-
noon while Singh
was resting under
akikartreein the desolate village
of Gurgaon, he happened to meet
Rajiv Gandhi by a stroke of luck.
Gandhi’s jeep had broken down
and he sat with Singh while it was
being repaired. “The entire birth
of urban development policy of
Gurgaon started under that tree,”
laughed Singh. In the next two
hours, he explained to Gandhi
about his vision of turning
Gurgaonintoacity.

Consequently, and through
Gandhi's help, Singh met former
chief minister of Haryana, Bhajan
Lal, who altered the laws in the
state to allow the DLF to step in.
Thereafter the millennium city of
Gurgaon was built after acquiring
land from farmers piece by piece.

Singh recalled that farmers
were extremely hesitant to sell
their land. “I knew the only way
[ could buy the land is by being
one with them,” he said. “We
spent weeks and months spend-
ing time with them to earn their
trust. We arranged jobs for their
children and marriages for their
daughters as well.” Eventually,
he won their confidence and DLF
city in Gurgaon was built up with
theland that the 700-odd farmer
families sold to Singh.

A majority of people who
moved to Gurgaon were from
Delhi, who wished to fulfil their
aspirations of a better lifestyle at
a lower price. “The creation of
Gurgaon exemplified the aspira-
tions of the Delhi middle class at
that time,” explained Ranjana
Sengupta, author of ‘Delhi met-
ropolitan: The making of an un-
likely city. (2007). “This was an
invented city built for those who
wanted a mix of a downtown
commercial corporate hub and
an upper middle-class suburb.”
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Maya expels
Brahmin leader
Nakul Dubey
from BSP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, APRIL 16

BAHUJAN SAMA] Party (BSP)
president Mayawati on Saturday
expelled former minister and
prominent Brahmin leader
Nakul Dubey from the party for
“indiscipline” and indulgence in
“anti-party” activities.

BSP sources said the action
was taken following reports
that Dubey might “switch over
the party”.

A former MLA from
Lucknow, Dubey is considered a
trusted man of party national
general secretary Satish Chandra
Misra. Dubey had accompanied
Misra when the latter had ad-
dressed ‘Vichar Gosthis’ across
Uttar Pradesh last year to woo
Brahmin voters and develop a
“bahichara” between Brahmins
and Dalits ahead of the 2022
Assembly elections. Dubey, too,
had addressed these rallies.

Dubey was a Cabinet minis-
ter in the last Mayawati govern-
ment between 2007 to 2012.

UK PM ARRIVES IN AHMEDABAD ON APRIL 21, TALKS WITH MODI APRIL 22

Johnson set to discuss ties with PM

amid ‘threats from autocratic

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 16

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnsonwill visit India next week,
in the backdrop of Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine that has led to
some divergences in Delhi’s and
London’s positions on the crisis.

Johnson, who arrives in
Ahmedabad on April 21, is ex-
pected toannounce major invest-
mentinkeyindustriesin boththe
UK and India, boosting jobs and
growth at home, as well as new
collaboration on cutting-edge sci-
ence, health and technology.

In New Delhi, he will meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on April 22 for bilateral talks “in
the face of global economic chal-
lenges and threats from auto-
cratic states”, a British High
Commission statement said.

The High Commission said
that Johnson will visit India this

Johnson is expected to
announce major investments

Third time materialising?

BORIS JOHNSON was
supposed to come to
India for the Republic
Day celebrations last
year, but the trip was
cancelled. He was thereafter

expected to come to Delhi in

April last year but that visit was

EXPLAINED

also cancelled due to the
Delta wave of the pan-
demic. His visit comesin
@ thebackdrop of Russia's
invasion on Ukraine and
the two sides are expected to
talk about Covid-19, Russia-
Ukraine conflict and China.

week to “deepen our long-term
partnership for peace and pros-
perity with a fellow leading
democracy, in the face of global
economic challenges and threats
from autocratic states”.

In Ahmedabad, Johnson will
have a meeting with leading
businesses and discuss the UK
and India’s “thriving commer-
cial, trade and people links”, the
statement said. This will be the
first time a UK Prime Minister

As Cong wins,
Baghel delivers
promise: 33rd
district in
Chhattisgarh

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, APRIL 16

HOURS AFTER Congress won the
bypoll to Khairagarh Assembly
seat in Chhattisgarh, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday delivered on his pre-poll
promise and declared Khairagarh-
Chuikhadaan-Gandai as the
state’s 33rd district.

This is the sixth district de-
clared in the state since Congress
came to power in 2018.

Revenue Secretary N N Ekka
confirmed that work to form the
new district has begun.

Baghel had promised that
the new district would be de-
clared within 24 hours of a
Congress MLA being elected.
“We have managed to do it
within hours,” he said.

Congratulating newly
elected MLA Yashoda Verma,
who defeated BJP’s Komal
Janghel by more than 20,000
votes, Baghel declared the dis-
trict formation. He also an-
nounced that Salhewara would
be declared a tehsil, and
Jalbandha would be a up-tehsil.
Verma had come to Raipur to ex-
press her gratitude. Speaking at
the event, Baghel recounted the
speed of his government: “Rahul
Gandhi-ji had promised loan
waiver in 10 days; we did it in 2
hours of coming to power.”

Khairagarh is an important
seat for BJP as well, with former
CM Raman Singh coming from
the region. Singh, along with
Union minister Prahlad Patel and
Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, campaigned in
the constituency regularly.

Raman Singh said after the
results, “We accept the will of
people, but this election was
swayed by the promise of mak-
ing a new district. They have no
proof of work; no work has hap-
pened in the constituency...”

TMC wins in Beng

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, APRIL16

CONTINUING ITS winning streak
in West Bengal, the ruling
Trinamool Congress (TMC) on
Saturday swept the bypolls, re-
taining Kolkata’s Ballygunge seat
while wresting the Asansol par-
liamentary constituency fromthe
BJP. The fresh election outcome
again highlighted TMC supremo
and Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’sdominance in
state politics, which has been
continuing for over adecade now.

The BJP is the principal
Opposition party in Bengal, but
the bypoll results indicated a fur-
ther erosionin its support base in
the state. The saffron party not
only lostits Asansol constituency
tothe TMC—which clinched it for
the first time ever — but its candi-
date also came third in Ballygunge
seatand lost her deposit.

The poll results also saw a
sharprise in the Left’s vote share
in Ballygunge, where the CPI(M)
candidate became the runner-
up. In Asansol, the CPI(M) re-
tained its vote share although its
candidate came third. Congress
candidates lost their deposits in

BYPOLL RESULTS

al, BJP slide continues

visits Gujarat, India’s fifth largest
state and ancestral home of
around half of the British-Indian
population in the UK, it said.
Johnson, who will meet Modi
the following day, will hold “in-
depth talks on the UK and India’s
strategic defence, diplomatic and
economic partnership, aimed at
bolstering our close partnership
and stepping up security co-op-
eration in the Indo-Pacific”, the
British High Commission said.

The statement said he will
use the visit to drive progress in
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
negotiations launched earlier
this year — a deal with India is
predicted to boost “our total
trade by up to £28 billion annu-
ally by 2035 and increase wages
across the UK by up to £3 billion™.

Speaking ahead of the visit,
Johnson said: “As we face threats
to our peace and prosperity from
autocratic states, it is vital that

States’

democracies and friends stick to-
gether. India, as a major eco-
nomic power and the world’s
largest democracy, is a highly
valued strategic partner for the
UK in these uncertain times.

“My visit to India will deliver
on the things that really matter
to the people of both our nations
— from job creation and eco-
nomic growth, to energy secu-
rity and defence.”

Last year, Modi and Johnson
had agreed on a UK-India
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, announcing more
than £530m in investment into
the UK and committing to a
deeper bilateral relationship
across trade, health, climate, de-
fence and security, and connect-
ing our people. India was identi-
fied as a priority relationship for
the UK in the 2021 Integrated
Review and was invited by the
UK as aguest to last year's G7 in
Carbis Bay.
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TMC supporters celebrate in Kolkata on Saturday after Babul
Supriyo’s victory in the Ballygunge byelection. Express

both constituencies.

While the Trinamool’s candi-
date in Asansol, actor-turned-
politician Shatrughan Sinha,
bagged the seat with a margin of
over 3 lakh votes, the party’s
nominee in Ballygunge, former
Union minister Babul Supriyo,
won the seat with about 20,000
votes, which was a sharp drop
from the party’s previous victory
margin of about 75,000 votes.

Some in the TMC said the
drop in the party's margin of vic-
tory in Ballygunge came after
there was a “negative campaign”
against Supriyo because he

switched to the party from the
BJP and had a “perceived com-
munal image”.

Senior TMC leader and min-
ister Firhad Hakim, however,
said: “The results have again
proved that we never do politics
based on 30% or 70% people. We
always reach out to 100% of the
voters...”

Soon after the bypoll results
came out, BJP MP Saumitra Khan
targeted the state BJP leadership.

“When inexperienced politi-
cians run a political party, then
this kind of result is expected,”
Khan said in a video message.

BJP president Sukanta
Majumdar said the party would
introspect. “There are lot of fac-
tors which played a role for this
electoral result. We will definitely
introspect. But it is true that a
large number of people could not
vote due to TMC's terror.”

Since the Assembly elections
last year, when it won 77 seats,
the BJP has failed to win any elec-
tions in West Bengal, including
bypolls late last year, and
February's civic elections.

With the Left getting its foot
backin the door, the BJP now has
the twin challenge of tackling
both them and the TMC.

The Left is now looking to at-
tracta bigger share of the minor-
ity vote, which has largely gone
to the TMC since the 2011
Assembly elections.

In the Ballygunge bypolls, the
CPI(M) candidate, Saira Shah
Halim, did well in Muslim-ma-
jority wards. Leaders, including
Halim, have pointed out that the
Left's agitations onissues such as
the deathin February of student
leader Anis Khans and the vio-
lence in Birbhum in March had
helped the CPI(M).

—WITHINPUTS FROM
SANTANU CHOWDHURY

Snubbing Sahani, taking Bhumihars for
granted cost BJP in Bihar’s Bochahan

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, APRIL 16

THOUGH THE Vikassheel Insaan
Party (VIP) finished third in the
Bochahan bypoll on Saturday, its
leader Mukesh Sahani was seen
distributing sweets, highlighting
the BJP’s “mistake” of snubbing
the Extremely Backward Classes
(EBC)Mallah leader and ousting
the VIP from the NDA.

Another key message from
the Bochahan loss for the BJP is
considering upper caste
Bhumihar its pocket borough. A
fair chunk of Bhumihar voters
reportedly backed the RJD can-

RJD’s Amar Paswan gets the
Certificate of Election after
winning in Bochaha. P11

didate instead of their pre-
dictable choice, BJP.

RJD candidate Amar Paswan,
son of former Bochahan VIP MLA
Musafir Paswan whose death ne-
cessitated the bypoll, had jumped

the ship at the last minute and
won the Bochahan bypoll by
36,763 votes against runner-up
Baby Kumari of the BJP.

The important aspect of
Bochahan bypoll result seems to
be that BJP can no longer take EBC
Sahani/ Nishad votes for granted.
Even though BJP has several lead-
ers, including MP Ajay Nishad, in
itsranks, VIP chief Mukesh Sahani
seems to have been able to split
Mallah and some other votes
from BJP. VIP got over 29,000
votes in the Assembly segment
thathasover 35,000 Mallah votes
besides over 55,000 Scheduled
Caste (SC) votes. This means the
VIP seems to have cut away not

just substantial Sahani votes but
also some SCvotes.

Another takeaway of the
Bochahan bypoll is the unusual
shift of Bhumihar voters towards
RJD. About 20-25 per cent
Bhumihar voters are said to have
supported RJD. While this may
not be hinting at shifting political
affiliation, it could be sending a
message to the NDA regarding the
miniscule representation of its
community in positions of power.
Alocal factorwas former BJP MLA
Suresh Sharma, a Bhumihar, dis-
sociating himself from the
Bochahan campaign. Sharma has
been upset with the BJP after los-
ing 2020 Assembly polls.

Farmers celebrate high prices, worry over lower yields,

GOPAL KATESHIYA
GONDAL (GUJARAT), APRIL 16

DILIP GAJERA, a farmer from
Masitala village of Gondal taluka
in Gujarat’s Rajkot district,
watches as his kapas (raw un-
ginned cotton) is auctioned at
the agricultural produce market
committee (APMC) mandi yard
in Gondal. He is excited as he
loads the auctioned sample bale
onto his tractor trolley and drives
to the weighbridge. The weight
slipreadingis 25 quintals —atRs
12,930 per quintal, that's worth
Rs 3,23,250.

The 42-year-old has every
reason to smile. He has harvested
nearly 95 quintals of the fibre
crop on 28 bighas of his 30-bigha
holding. Gajera’s earlier lots of
34.2 quintals and 35.6 quintals,
sold in November and March,
fetched him Rs 8,905/quintal and
Rs 9,555/quintal respectively —

well above the government’s
minimum support price (MSP) of
Rs 6,025/quintal for long-staple
cotton.

“How can I complain,” he
asked, “when the average realisa-
tion for my crop last year was Rs
5,500/quintal (less than the cor-
responding MSP of Rs 5,825)?”

There are other happy faces
too at the auction sheds of the
Gondal APMC.

Mulji Parmar from Ran vil-
lage in Kalyanpur taluka of
Devbhumi Dwarka district, has
sold 10 quintals of jeera (cumin
seed) at Rs 19,805 per quintal.
The seed spice traded at Rs
12,500-13,000/quintal at this
time last year.

Mansukh Rangani from
Rampar Mota village of Paddhari
taluka in Rajkot, watches mandi
labourers weigh and bag 125
quintals of wheat that has re-
alised Rs 2,530 per quintal,
against the MSP of Rs 2,015.

Cotton at the APMC mandi yard in Gondal, Rajkot. Gopal Kateshiya

And Keshu Bhanderi from
Sumra in Dhrol taluka of
Jamnagar, is satisfied with the Rs
6,655/quintal that he has received
for his 50 quintals of the crop --
well above the MSP of Rs 5,550.

Gondal is one of the biggest
APMCs in Gujarat, and attracts
farmers from across the
Saurashtra region. This is the
time when they market their
rabi (winter-spring) crops of
wheat, chana (chickpea), jeera,
dhaniya (coriander) and saunf

(fennel). Many also bring cotton
and groundnut — which are
kharif (post-monsoon) crops
harvested from late-October —
to sell now, hoping to get higher
off-season prices. Their bets have
paid off this year.

At the back of the farmers’
minds though, are two major
concerns. The firstis over yields.

Cotton yields have been im-
pacted by pink bollworm insect
attacks, while unseasonal/excess
rain during January and sudden

spike in temperatures after mid-
March have hit wheat and jeera.

“Never in my wildest dreams
hadIseen cotton prices this high,”
says Ramji Bhuva, a 7-bigha
farmer from Kharachiyavillage of
Rajkot taluka. However, he addsin
the same breath, his kapas yields
have been only 2 quintals per
bigha, a third of the levels in good
years. “The higher prices will sim-
ply make up for my production
shortfalls this year,” he says.

Likewise, the per-bigha
wheat yield from Mansukh
Rangani's five bighas has aver-
aged only 5 quintals, down from
the 8 quintals last year.

OnApril 9, the Mumbai-based
Cotton Association of India
slashed its estimate of the coun-
try’s cotton crop for 2021-22 by 8
lakhbales of 170 kg each. Its latest
figure of 335.13 lakh quintals is
also below the production of 353
lakh quintals for the previous cot-
ton year (October-September).

Jayshree Jadhav after
winning the byelection in
Kolhapur on Saturday. Express

United MVA
defeats BJP
in Kolhapur

MANOJ MORE
PUNE, APRIL16

A FIRMLY united Maha Vikas
Aghadi(MVA) proved too much
for BJP to handle as Congress
candidate Jayshree Jadhav
emerged victorious in the
Kolhapur North Assembly by-
poll with a margin of over
19,000 votes, counting for
which took place on Saturday.

Jadhav, wife of late Congress
MLA Chandrakant Jadhav, de-
feated Satyajit Kadam of BJPina
contest where both sides left no
stone unturned to woo voters.

After her victory, Jadhav said
the people of Kolhapur have
given the BJP a befitting reply for
the kind of politics it has prac-
tised. “Kolhapur is a Shahu
Nagari. It belongs to Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj where there is no
place for casteism... people of
Kolhapur have shown BJP its
place. They have given the BJP a
befitting reply...,” she said.

Jadhav secured 97,307 votes
while Kadam won 77,726.

A section of the Shiv Sena,
which was initially not keen to
support the Congress candidate
but later relented after directives
from Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, took potshots at BJP
state president Chandrakant Patil.
The Kothrud MLA had said he
would quit politics and go to the
Himalayas if the BJP candidate
loses. The Sena put up boards
which stated, “Himalaya ki god
mein” (in the lap of Himalayas),
taunting Patil.

input cost

In the case of wheat, the
Centre is yet torevise downward
its all-time-high output estimate
of 111.32 million tonnes released
on February 16.

Farmers like Rangani, Bhuva,
Gajera, and Bhanderi have no
doubt benefitted from high in-
ternational prices following the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

This links up with the farm-
ers’ second worry.

As global prices of agri-com-
modities have risen, so have the
prices of diesel, fertilisers, and
crop protection chemicals,
which are all fossil fuel-based.

“The continued increases in
fuel and nutrient prices make me
nervous about the coming kharif
planting season (from June).
How much more will we have to
pay?,” asks Haresh Savaliya (51),
who harvested 27 quintals of ka-
pas from his 5-bigha holding in
Kotda Sangani village, around 32
km from Rajkot city.

New Delhi

13 Opp leaders issue
joint statement

against hate speech,
communal violence

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,APRIL16

LEADERS OF 13 Opposition par-
ties, including three Chief
Ministers, on Saturday came to-
gether to speak out against re-
centincidents of communal vio-
lence and hate speech.

They argued that the “si-
lence” of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his govern-
ment against those “who propa-
gated bigotry and incited and
provoked society through words
and actions was an eloquent tes-
timony to the fact that such pri-
vate armed mobs enjoyed the
luxury of official patronage”.

The joint statement was is-
sued by Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
West Bengal Chief Minister and
Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee, her Tamil
Nadu counterpartand DMK chief
MK Stalin, Jharkhand Chief
Minister and JMM chief Hemant
Soren, R]D chief Tejashwi Yadav
and NC chief Farooq Abdullah.

The other signatories in-
cluded CPM general secretary
Sitaram Yechury, his CPI coun-
terpart D Raja, Forward Bloc’s
Debabrata Biswas, RSP’s Manoj
Bhattacharya, Muslim League’s
P K Kunhalikutty and CPI(ML)
Liberation’s Dipanker
Bhattacharya.

The statement came onaday
Gandhi,inanarticle in The Indian
Express, hitout at the government
against the politics of polarisation.

“There is much talk from the
Prime Minister of acknowledg-
ing India’s multiple diversities.
But the harsh reality is that un-
der his ruling dispensation, the
rich diversity that has defined
and enriched our society for cen-
turies is being manipulated to di-
vide us and, worse, to harden
and get more firmly en-
trenched,” she said in the article.

In the statement urging peo-
ple to maintain peace and har-
mony and demanding stringent
punishment for perpetrators of
communal violence, the
Opposition leaders said: “We are

CORRUPTION CASE

extremely anguished at the man-
ner in which issues related to
food, dress, faith, festivals and lan-
guage are being deliberately used
by sections of the ruling establish-
ment to polarise our society.”

“We are extremely concerned
with the growing incidents of
hate speech in the country by
people who appear to have offi-
cial patronage and against whom
no meaningful and strong action
is being taken. We strongly con-
demn the recent outburst of com-
munal violence witnessed across
several states. We are deeply con-
cerned, as reports indicate that
thereisasinister patterninthear-
eas where these incidents have
occurred. Incendiary hate
speeches preceded the aggressive
armed religious processions un-
leashing communal violence,”
the statement said.

The leaders pointed out that
“social media and the audio-vi-
sual platforms are being mis-
used with official patronage to
spread hatred and prejudice,”
and questioned the silence of
the Prime Minister.

The leaders vowed to “work
together to strengthen the bonds
of social harmony that have de-
fined and enriched India for cen-
turies” and “combat and con-
front the poisonous ideologies
which are attempting to en-
trench divisiveness in society”.

“We reiterate our firm con-
viction that our country will
prosper only if it respects, ac-
commodates and celebrates its
many diversities in full measure.
We appeal to all sections to
maintain peace and foil the sin-
ister objective of those who wish
to sharpen communal polarisa-
tion. We call upon all our party
units to independently and
jointly work for peace and har-
mony,” the statement added.

While Mamata’s decision to
be part of the joint statement is
interesting, given her party's
strained ties with the Congress,
the absence of leaders of four
parties — SP, BSP, AAP and Shiv
Sena — stood out.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Court refuses to
extend CBI custody
of Anil Deshmukh

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, APRIL 16

A SPECIAL CBI court on
Saturday refused to extend CBI
custody of former Maharashtra
home minister Anil Deshmukh,
stating that the grounds put up
by the central agency were not
good and satisfactory.

The CBI, which had arrested
Deshmukh in connection with a
corruption case on April 11, has
sought to extend his custody by
three days.

“In my view, sufficient CBI
custody of accused Shri Anil
Deshmukh has already been
granted. Pertinently in earlier re-
mand applications, the CBI had
based their grounds for seeking
custody as per the allegations
about exercising influence over
the transfer and posting of offi-
cials and considering the said
grounds, CBI custody was
granted. Therefore, in my view,
since sufficient CBI custody was
granted, the grounds for further
custody...are not good and satis-
ficatory,” Special Judge D P
Shingade said in his order.

The CBI had arrested
Deshmukh, his staffers Sanjeev
Palande and Kundan Shinde as
well as dismissed Mumbai Police
officer Sachin Waze in the case.
While it had sought Deshmukh's
custody, the agency had requested
that remaining accused be sentto
judicial custody as their custodial
interrogation was not needed.

Special Public Prosecutor
Ratandeep Singh told the court
that Deshmukh has beenaccused
of taking bribes for transferring
and posting police officers. The
CBIremand pleasaid that the po-
lice officers who paid bribes have
to be identified and confronted
with the former minister.

Former Maharashtra home
minister Anil Deshmukh

Deshmukh, through his
lawyers Aniket Nikam, Inderpal
Singh and Geeta Chataule, op-
posed the CBI plea stating that
he has already been in custody
for 11 days. Nikam said that the
central agency had inits remand
plea only given stereotypical rea-
sons for seeking extended cus-
tody. He also argued that there
was no progress in the probe.

“The agency is seeking fur-
ther custody of a 73-year-old
man on flimsy grounds. There are
no details of the progress made
or confrontation done with oth-
ers in custody,” Nikam said.

The courtdirected thatall ac-
cused, who were already in judi-
cial custody in a separate money
laundering case lodged by the
ED, along with Waze also being
in NIA custody for the Antilia ter-
ror scare case, be returned tojail.

Meanwhile, a separate plea
filed by lawyer Shekhar Jagtap,
representing Palande — seeking
directions to the CBI to preserve
CCTV footage from the CBI office
where the accused were interro-
gated — was disposed by the
court saying that the lawyeris at
liberty to approach an appropri-
ate forum.

Jagtap had said that there
was no CCTV camera at the in-
terrogation room of the CBI of-
fice in violation of Supreme
Court guidelines.
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Day after houses set on fire, tension, fear envelope Agra area

AMILBHATNAGAR
AGRA, APRIL16

ADAY after a mob set fire to two
structures and vandalised homes
belonging to the family of Sajid
Qureshi in Agra's Ranukta area,
accusing him of allegedly kid-
napping alocal woman froman-
other community to elope, fear
was palpable among residents of
the area on Saturday, despite
heavy deployment of police per-
sonnel.

Many tenants from the mi-
nority community have shifted
temporarily, and most markets
remained shut on Saturday as a
precautionary measure.

While avideo has surfaced in
which the woman purportedly
says that she went with Sajid on
her own accord, a group van-
dalised Sajid's house, demanding
accountability.

Police said there is no action
liable against Sajid since the
woman is an adult and has not
mentioned coercion.

On Saturday, burnt pages,
broken almirahs, twisted railings
and melted furniture lay scat-
tered in the small alley.
Household items covered in soot
were visible from afar. At every
second turn in the colony, a cou-

The inside of a house that was set on fire by a mob in Agra on Friday. Gajendra Yadav

ple of policemen sat, guarding.
Following Friday's arson, the area
is stung by unease, as people feel
one spark can cause communal
tension.

“No such violence has ever
taken place here in my lifetime,”
said a worried Tabassum, a local
resident. “It was a rampage. [ do
not know how this fracture took

place. All we know is that we
were lucky to live. People are be-
ginning to leave the area...”
Senior Superintendent of
Police, Agra, Sudhir Kumar Singh,
said: “A meeting was held in the
area before the incident (of van-
dalism). No action can be taken
against Sajid until the statement
of the victim is taken. It is likely
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that the men who carried out ri-
oting are from within the area.
We are scanning footage and
questioning people to assess
more things.”

Eight people have been ar-
rested in connection with the vi-
olence, and several others are ab-
sconding. The woman is
currently with her family and her
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DAYS AFTER the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR) in-
structedits staff and their family mem-
bers not to post “anti-government con-
tent”, photographs and videos of
institute facilities on social media plat-
forms since it “could lead to serious se-
curity consequences”,inastatementon
Saturday, itexplained thatits earlier no-
tice hasled to a “great deal of misinter-
pretation” due to its wording.

The notice, while insisting that such
regulations already existed, also clari-
fied that no new restriction has been
imposed on family members and visi-
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statement will be recorded, po-
lice said.

Sajid and his family are not
traceable, police said.

Local residents told The
Sunday Express that Sajid and the
woman live barely 100 metres
apart and knew each other for
long. After they eloped on
Monday, the woman's family
lodged a complaint of alleged
kidnapping against Sajid. Protests
by members of Hindu commu-
nity in the area also began.

On Friday,a meeting was held
close to the woman's house in
which more than 200 people
gathered. The crowd was angry
about the fact that Sajid had al-
legedly eloped with a Hindu
woman and that he needs to
present himself before the com-
munity.

“There was tension about
theirreligion — the agenda of the
meeting was to hold Sajid ac-
countable. Everyone believes he
coerced her into this,” a local
shopkeeper who was present
there said. “As the meeting was
going on, we learnt that someone
had set fire to his house. The
meeting dispersed after that.”

Eyewitnesses and neigh-
bours said more than a hundred
people carrying petrol bombs,
rods and sticks barged into the

family's home.

“It felt like they were on a
mission. They even managed to
uproot railings on the parapet,”
Mustageem, a neighbour, said.
“They threw petrol bombs, set
fire to cylinders to lead to a big-
ger blaze. Thankfully, no one was
in the house.”

Sajid and his five uncles own
adjacent houses in the area. The
mob set fire to one of them and
vandalised the extended rear
partbelonging to otherrelatives.
Sajid's father works as postmas-
terand kept letters and telegrams
inthe house, which all got burnt.

A warehouse where Sajid's
uncle ran a shoe manufacturing
unit was also set on fire. Sajid
himself runs agym in the vicinity,
local residents said.

“Before the arson, there were
workers in the warehouse. When
they heard about the meeting
and calls for action, they imme-
diately left. Their fear proved to
be true," Ageel, a local resident,
said.

Police had earlier said a group
called Dharm Jagran Samanvay
Sangh was found to be actively
involved in the vandalism. Police
are ascertaining more details
about the group and its mem-
bers, and their possible link in
connection with the incident.

NOTICE AGAINST POSTING ANTI-GOVT CONTENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Such regulations already existed... earlier notice

led to misinterpretation due to its wording: TIFR

The institute has come under the
spotlight after its April 13 notice re-
ferred to observations notified by the
Department of Atomic Energy, which
runs this autonomousinstitute, This no-
ticereceived severe criticism, question-
ing the gag order and its purpose.

On Saturday, TIFR issued a state-
ment saying, “Unfortunately, the word-
ingof the notice was such thatit has be-
come subject to a great deal of
misinterpretation. As a matter of fact,
photography on the TIFR premises (not
intheresidential part) has always been
forbidden, and for government em-
ployees, making public criticism against
the institution or the government has
always required prior permission.”

“..The purpose of the notice was to
clarify that both the above pre-existing

rules also apply to social media as well
as to other media, such as TV or print
media. No new restriction on family
members and visitors of staff members
are being imposed or are intended to
be imposed. This note is being issued to
clarify this point,” it added.

While the statement clarified that
itwas not forbidden to post photos and
videos of the residential part of TIFR, the
April 13 had categorically spoken of
“residential colonies”, while asking the
staffers to refrain from uploading any
photographs or videos.

Also, while the April 13 notice asked
the staffers to apprise their family
members about the rules, Saturday’s
clarification mentioned thatnonewre-
striction has beenimposed on the fam-
ily members.
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BEFORE THE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL
Wing A, B & F (2nd Floor), Karpuri
Thakur Sadan, Kendriya
Karamchari Parishar (GPOA), Near
Rajiv Nagar Thana, Ashiana -Digha
Road, PATNA-800 025
O.A. NO- 259 OF 2021
Indian Bank (earlier Allahabad
Bank),Sonbarsa Branch-----==--=-sz=---
----------------------------- Applicant
Versus
M/s Kundan Traders and Others-------
mmmmmmmenneneenneneoo-- Defendants
SUMMONS
ISSUED UNDER RULE 23 (VIIl) OF
THE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL
(PROCEDURE) RULES, 1993

1. M/s Kundan Traders,Lalbandi
Road,Sonbarsa,District-Sitamarhi,
represented through its Proprietor
Satish Raj

2. Satish Raj Son of Tej Narayan
Singh, R/o Village-Purandaha Rajwara
@Majurwa, P.O.-Chakki Majurwa, P.S.-
Sonbarsa,District- Sitamarhi-Borrower
and Mortgager.

3. Devendra Singh Son of Jadunandan
Singh, R/o Village-Purandaha Rajwara
@Majurwa, P.O.-Chakki Majurwa, P.S.-
Sonbarsa,District- Sitamarhi-
Guarantor.

4. Alok Kumar Singh Son of
Vaidyanath Singh, R/o Village-
Purandaha Rajwara @Majurwa, P.O.-
Chakki Majurwa, P.S.-
Sonbarsa,District- Sitamarhi-
Guarantor.

Whereas, the applicant has
instituted an application U/s19 of the
Recovery of Debts and Bankruptcy Act,
1993 against the defendants for the
Recovery of a sum of Rs.
41,36,145.66/-

The above mentioned defendants
are therefore hereby directed to appear
before this Tribunal in Person or
through an advocate or duly authorized
Agent in support of their defense to
show Cause within 30 days from the
date of publication or on 18.05.2022
10.30 A.M. (forenoon) as to why reliefs
prayed for should not be granted.

Take notice that in case of default
of your appearance on the day
mentioned herein before, the
proceeding will be heard and
determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of
this Tribunal on this the 5th day of
April, 2022.

REGISTRAR

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL

PATNA

Karauli violence script written
elsewhere, says Giriraj Singh

a 'prayog’ (experiment). It is also an ex-
periment when swords are waived, fir-
ing is done and SP is injured in Madhya
Pradesh,” he told reporters.

The minister also said that a high-
level inquiry should be ordered into the
Karauli violence.

Several shops and vehicles were
gutted in fire after communal violence
broke out when miscreants pelted
stones on a bike rally which was being

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR, APRIL 16

UNION  MINISTER for Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj Giriraj
Singh on Saturday condemned the
Karauli violence saying its script was
written somewhere else.

“Its script was written elsewhere, be
itby the PFlor SIMI,” he told reporters in

GORAKHNATH TEMPLE ATTACK

ATS invokes
UAPA against
accused

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, APRIL16

THE UP Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) on Saturday invoked the
stringent Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) against
Gorakhnath Temple attack ac-
cused Ahmed Murtaza Abbasi.

“On the basis of evidence col-
lected during the interrogation,
electronic surveillance and fi-
nancial transactions, the UP
Police added sections 16, 18, 20
and 40 of the UAPA against
Ahmed Murtaza,” said an ATS of-
ficial.

On Saturday, Abbasi was pro-
duced before a Gorakhpur court,
which sent him to judicial cus-
tody for 14 days.

“The prosecution informed
the court about the decision of
ATS to also impose sections of
UAPA on the accused and sought
extension of his custody.
Considering this, the court ex-
tended the judicial custody of
Abbasi for 14 days,” said senior
lawyer PK Dubey.

The official said that they
would now appeal to get the
case transferred to the NIA/ATS
special court in Lucknow for fur-
ther hearing.

The ATS, which is investigat-
ing the case, had brought Abbasi
to Lucknow and questioned him
in detail about his foreign visits
in 2016 and his dubious money
transactions to different ac-
counts, said the official, adding
they also found that the accused
was in touch with people outside

India and collected information
about them.

Besides Abbasi, his father
Muneer Ahmed was also ques-
tioned about his son and his ac-
tivities.

According to the official, the
ATS has been waiting for the
forensic report of Abbasi's cell-
phone and laptop that were sent
to a laboratory for examination.

“We are yet to verify a few
details provided by Abbasi dur-
ing the interrogation. We need
to cross-verify information pro-
vided by him,” added the officer.

The UAPA allows the investi-
gating agencies to get a longer re-
mand of the accused and an ex-
tended duration to file a charge
sheet.

Abbasi was sent to the
Gorakhpur jail after the hearing.

AnlIT-Bombay graduate and
a local resident, Abbasi was ar-
rested on April 3 for allegedly at-
tacking police and PAC person-
nel posted at Gorakhnath temple
with a sharp-edged weapon
while trying to forcibly enter the
temple, whose chief priest is
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Police, who booked Abbasi
on the charges of attempt to
murder and promoting enmity
between two groups, had de-
scribed the attack as part of a “se-
rious conspiracy” that “could be
called a terror incident”.

Abbasi was initially sent to
police custody for 12 days.

Abbasi’s family, however,
said he had been undergoing
treatment for depression since
2017. WITHPTIINPUTS

Goa Archbishop says need
to overcome ‘divisive forces’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, APRIL16

IN HIS message a day before
Easter, Archbishop of Goa, Daman
and Diu Filipe Neri Ferrao spoke
on the importance of harmony
and mutual respect among peo-
pleand the need to overcome “di-
visive forces” active in Goa.

In a video message, he said:
“Easter invites us to make this joy
infectious by extending our hands
to all people of good will and
working together for peace, har-
mony and mutual respectamong
men and women of different so-
cial, cultural and religious tradi-
tions and by overcoming divisive
forces that seem tobe active even

after clashes broke out between
two religious groups in South
Goa's Vascoon the evening of Ram
Navami on April 10. While nobody
was seriously injured in the inci-
dent, tension prevailed in the
Baina area of Vasco following
which three FIRs were registered,
14 persons were arrested and re-
leased on bail later.

Aday earlier, Goa CM Pramod
Sawant had asked villagers and
families to be vigilant about reli-
gious conversions. “We have seen
thatinvarious parts of Goa, people
are moving towards religious con-
version. Taking advantage of dif-
ferent things... such people are be-
ing taken (in) in this manner. We
say that by mistake, in such cir-
cumstances, there should be no

Jaipur during his visit.
“Scuffle broke out but there was full

preparationonroofs(inKarauli). Thiswas ~ Karauli on April 2.

taken out on Nav Samvatsar, the new
year day under the Hindu calendar, in

:ﬁ& GOVT. OF ODISHA
v DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
¥ v OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF
A_s'; ENGINEER, DRAINAGE CIRCLE, CUTTACK
GANDARPUR-753 003
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE NO.-ACEDC-CTC-01/2022-23
email Id :- sedrainagecirclectc @gmail.com

: |Renovation by Dredging of Basulei Nalla from RD
6.50 KM to 11.52 KM under DIP.

Total number of package. | : |1 no. individual package.
:[Rs. 6,58,24,694.00

1 |Name of Works

Amount put to Tender

inour own state.”

The Archbishop’s message for
peace and harmony comes days

religious conversion,” Sawant had
said at the installation ceremony
of a temple at Jalmi Wada.

In Khargone, when curfew
is relaxed, a mother steps
out to look for missing son

IRAM SIDDIQUE
KHARGONE (MP), APRIL 16

:|ACEDC-CTC /DD-JSPR - 01/2022-23

Period of completion :|11(Eleven) Calendar months.

Avadabdity of Tender On|:|19.04.2022, 16.30.00 Hours to 10.05.2022, 17.30
- Line. Hours.

11.05.2022 at 10.00 hours in the O/o the Additional
Chief Engineer Drainage Circle, Cuttack

:|Special And Super Class.

2
3
4 |Bid Identification No.
5
6

]

Date of Opening of|:
Technical Bid.

Class of Contractor
Bid Security

0|Cost of Tender paper
Procurement Officer

©

©

: |Bid Security Declaration
:|Rs. 10,000/~

:|Additional Chief Engineer Drainage Circle,
Gandarpur Cuttack, -753003.

[y

* Tender will be accepted If registered in the CDMS Portal .
Further details can be seen from the Govt, web site
www.tendersorissa.gov.in. Addendum / Corrigendum/ Cancellation if any
required will be published only in Govt. web site www.tendersorissa.gov.in
Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer
Drainage Circle, Cuttack.
OIPR- 32174/11/0001/2223

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Executive Engineer, Shimla, Division No. |, HPPWD, Shimla-3, H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P
invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with
HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Starting date Earnest Deadline
No. Cost. for Money for
downloading submission
Bid of Bid
1 Construction of Fly over at Chakker Bye pass 52003520 25-04-2022 1054050 13-05-2022
Shimla (SH;- Civil work }{Under Shimla Smart City).
2 Construction of Fly over at M.L.A Crossing 52824754 25-04-2022 1056500 13-05-2022
Shimla (SH:- C/O Civil work)(Under Work )
{Under Shimla smart city).
3 Construction of Fly over Bridge near vidhan 110701760 25-04-2022 2214100 13-05-2022
Sabha Shimla (SH;- C/O Civil work )(Under
Shimla Smart city).
4 C/O Car parking with Oak land Tunnel on MRR via 59989229/- 25-04-2022 1199800 13-05-2022
Lakkar Bazar (SH:- C/O Building portion , WS & SI /-
and C/O Septic tank ete). Under smart city Shimla.
5 Widening of Kalka Shimla Cart road from chainage 41932000 25-04-2022 839000 13-05-2022
147/680 to 147/775 (SH:- Construction of Viaduct
from chainage 147/680 to 147/775). (Under smart
city Shimla)
6 Construction of Balance work of Govt. degree 111162896 25-04-2022 2223250 13-05-2022
college at Koti tehcil and District Shimla (SH;-C/O /-
building portion with civil work, water supply and
sanitary installation site development rain
harvesting tank and septic tank etc).

assigning any reason.

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptender.gov.in
The executive Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all tenders without

0313/HP

SIX DAYS since he stepped out after vi-
olence erupted in Khargone city of
Madhya Pradesh over Ram Navami pro-
cessions, Mumtaz, 65, is still looking for
her missing son, Ibraish Khan, 28.

In the days since, she has scanned
even the mortuary of Khargone govern-
ment hospital and looked at the un-
claimed bodies.

On April 10, as clashes broke out in
Khargone city, the family said, Ibraish
left home in Islampura area at 7.30 pm
to offer evening prayers. He did not re-
turn. After waiting for four days, the
family lodged a missing complaint on
April 14 at the city's Kotwali police sta-
tion.

“The police did not allow us to step
out (before that), as curfew was im-
posed. We would go outside and the po-
lice would send us back, saying, 'chalo
ghar jao, woh aa jaega; abhi curfew hai'
(go home, he will be back; curfew is on
now)," Ibraish's cousin, Saina Khan, said.

On April 12, when the district au-
thorities relaxed curfew between 10 am
and noon, the entire family moved to
different directions to look for Ibraish.

“We searched the jail, rivers,
drains...even brick kins. But there is no
trace of him,” said Mumtaz, who sets
out on foot looking for her son as soon as
curfew is relaxed for two hours, twice
during the day.

Saina said Ibraish, who did odd jobs,
had left home at 7.30 pm for a mosque
in Anand Nagar, which had also wit-
nessed clashes that day. “Some of his
friends and people from the locality
who had last seen him said Ibraish was
held by some policemen, but that they

New Delhi

do not know

what happened

= after that," she
: said.

With 148

people arrested
so far in connec-
tion with the
clashes, Saina
and her family
first went to
Kotwali police
station to check
the list of ar-
rested men. They were told by police
thatIbraish does not feature in their list
of people arrested in connection with
the violence.

As Ibraish did not return even after
three days, the family started going out
of home to look for him in the two-hour
window when curfew restrictions were
relaxed.

Mumtaz said, "We just want the po-
lice to tell us if he is alive... He has a wife
and small child who are waiting for him
to return.”

Rohit Keswani, Superintendent of
Police in charge of Khargone, said, “We
have found an unclaimed body and also
have some people referred to a hospi-
tal in Mandleshwar. We will take the
family for identification soon. We have
also received another missing com-
plaint and the police are probing these
cases."

He said had the person been ar-
rested or detained by police, they would
not have registered a missing complaint
onit.

The family, after having searched the
hospitals and streets of Khargone, are
now visiting MY Hospital in nearby
Indore district where a few other pa-
tients have been referred.

Ibraish Khan
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After online classes for 2 yrs, students protest offline exams

Universities call it step towards restoring ‘normalcy’, but students across states seek ‘parity’

SHEETAL BANCHARIYA,
PALLAVISMART
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI, APRIL 16

WHEN ALLAHABAD University
announced to conduct offline ex-
amsonMarch 24, it sparked wide-
spread protests.

University officials countered
that the move was “in line with
restoring normalcy” and was
taken after a high-power commit-
tee — formed to look into stu-
dents'representations against of-
fline exams — submitted its report
in favour of pen-and-paper ex-
ams.

University's public relations
officer Jaya Kapoor said: “Some of
the protesting students sprinkled
petrol on themselves and it be-
came a law-and-order situation.
The administration requested the
Vice-Chancellor toreconsider the
decision. So, on March 25 it was
decided that all second-year stu-
dents would be promoted and
third-year students’ exams would
be held online.”

Several universities have de-
cided to hold offline exams for the
semester ending in May-June
2022. But with little clarity over
hostel arrangements, exam

Maoists claim
airstrike in
Bastar jungles,
forces deny

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, APRIL 16

CHHATTISGARH POLICE and the
CRPF on Saturday denied con-
ducting any airstrike in Bastar af-
ter Maoists released a press note
with pictures and alleged that
security forces conducted strikes
in the jungles of South Bastar us-
ing drones.

The banned Communist
Party of India (Marxist) on Friday
alleged in a two-page press note
that the security forces bombed
Kottam, Rasam, Eraam, Sakiler,
Madapa, Duled, Kannemarka,
Potemangum and Bottam areas
on the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday.

Calling it a lie, Bastar
Inspector General P Sundarraj
said that these are part of Maoist
conspiracy to distract and scare
people.

When contacted, CRPF D-G
Kuldiep Singh denied there was
any operation carried out against
Maoists. “No such operation has
taken place,” he said. “Also, we
come in aide of the state police;
state police lead operations.”

The Maoist release, issued by
Dandakaranya Zonal
Committee's spokesperson
Vikalp, alleged that more than 50
bombs were dropped within an
hour, targeting them. No injuries
were reported, it mentioned.

In April last year, DKZC had
alleged a drone strike and re-
leased the picture of a fallen
drone.

Bastar I-G Sundarraj said: “In
Bastar, like the rest of country, se-
curity forces are involved in pro-
tecting life and property. The
Maoists are trying to malign our
image out of desperation at los-
ing ground. Their leaders, all out-
siders, are misusing tribal peo-
ple. Itis time people see their
real, violent faces.”

The CRPFsaid ina statement,
“CRPF denies all allegations lev-
eled of any attack on Maoists us-
ing drones. Maoists are losing
support of the locals due to good
governance, which is why they
are spreading lies.”

WITHENS-DELHIINPUTS

schedules and hybrid class
timetables, the decision hasbeen
met with opposition in most
states.

On April 13, Maharashtra
Higher and Technical Education
Minister Uday Samant an-
nounced additional 15 minutes
for each hour students sit for an
offline exam.

Since February 28, students
and faculty at the Visva-Bharati
University in West Bengal's
Santiniketan have been protest-
ingagainst the decision to hold of-
fline exams without reopening
hostels.

“Initially, when the hostels
were not operational and senior
batches began attending offline
classes on December 1,2021, stu-
dentsrented rooms. Since there is
limited accommodation in the
Santiniketan area, first-year stu-
dents were unable to find hous-
ing. They continued to take online
classes and are now hesitant to
take offline exams,” said Somnath
Sow, a final-year BA economics
student at Visva-Bharati
University.

“The 26-day movement
helped us secure our demands
and online exams will begin on
April 18.The demand for reopen-

Students of Rashtrasanta Tukdoji Maharaj Nagpur
University stage a protest against offline exams. File

ing hostels has been officially met,
but in reality, things are still not
clear. So protests are on,” said
Chaiti,astudent at the university's
department of art history.
Vice-Chancellor  Bidyut
Chakrabarty refused tocomment.
Lackofaccommodationisalso
why engineering students of
Kolkata-based Jadavpur
University have been protesting
the decision to hold offline exams.
“Studentsin their final semes-
ter do not want to relocate from
their hometowns for the remain-
ing few months of their courses.

Also,nooneis willing to give their
property on rent for a few
months,” said Akash Sekh, a sec-
ond-year master's student of in-
ternational relations.

However, the university has
already released the schedule for
offline exams and for some
courses, the exams will com-
mence on April 24.

Calls to University V-C
Suranjan Das went unanswered.

At Delhi University, students
have been demanding that their
end semester examinations be
conducted online. The university

reopened in February and hasalso
decided to hold offline exams for
studentsin the second, fourthand
sixth semesters.

Semester exams for the first,
third, and fifth semesters will be
held in online OBE mode.

“The majority of the course-
work has been completed online
and we have attended just over
two months of offline classes. So,
the mode of exams should be re-
vised,” said Himani Singh, a sixth-
semester BSc Home Science stu-
dentat DU's Lady Irwin College.

However, Pankaj Arora, DU's
dean of students' welfare, said: “In
order to return to normalcy, we
must return to offline exams.”

He said: “Due to Covid, the
‘odd’ semester was shorter than
usual and we decided to keep
their exams online. The ‘even’ se-
mester offline exam duration has
been increased by 30 minutes.
The university is also willing to is-
sue a directive to individual col-
leges to hold mock tests.”

In Maharashtra, confusion
over the format of the final exam
has triggered a debate. The
Maharashtra Student Welfare
Association (MSWA) has started
asocial media campaign to “bring
uniformity” to the assessment for-

Now special court’s relief to Aakar Patel,
order asking CBI to recall notice upheld

Way lookout circular issued shows lack of understanding of relevant law: court

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, APRIL16

A SPECIAL court on Saturday up-
held atrial court's order asking CBI
to withdraw a lookout circular
(LOC) issued against former
Amnesty International India chief
Aakar Patel. The court noted that
the LOC issued was based on
"wronginterpretationand under-
standing of the law”, and cau-
tioned CBI by stating that its
power to "investigate and prose-
cute is not an unbridled power”.
In the order, Special Judge
Santosh Snehi Mann also set aside
the trial court's order asking the
CBI director toissue Patel an apol-
ogy.The CBI hadissued the LOCin
connection witha case registered
against Amnesty International
India in 2019 under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act.
Patel headed the organisation at
the time. Patel, due to travel to the
US to deliver lectures at universi-

Aakar Patel

ties, was stopped twice from leav-
ing the country.

Judge Mann has asked Patel to
appear before a trial court and fur-
nish a bond for his appearance
and asked him not to leave the
country without the trial court's
permission.

The judge said that the “man-
ner in which the LOC has beenis-
sued shows lack of understanding
of the relevant law, and hence
need for orientation of the officers
(concerned)of CBI, not only sensi-
tization but also to bring objectiv-
ity inthe actionsis not out of con-
text”. The court said, “LOC issued
against the respondent is bad in
law, hence cannot be sustained.
Order of the trial court

quashing/setting aside the LOC
does not suffer from any infirmity
and is a well-reasoned order
based on the principles of law.”

The court, however, noted that
a“balance should have been struck
qua the prosecuting agency that
the respondent accused may flee
from the country,and fundamen-
talright of the respondentaccused
totravel abroad, by putting condi-
tions taking recourse to section 88
CrPC, which empowers the court
to take bond for appearance”. The
judge said the court's observations
are “not of the nature of exercising
power of superintendence, they
are out of concern and the peti-
tioner (CBI) is expected to take
them in right spirit”.

It said CBI's power to "investi-
gate and prosecute is not an un-
bridled power”. The court said, “In
glaring cases of excesses commit-
ted inactions, there may arise the
need for fixing accountability. In
the present case, LOC was issued
on wrong interpretation and un-

COACHES DERAIL MUMBAI OFF -TRACK

Commuters were left stranded after three coaches of the Chalukya Dadar-Puducherry
Express derailed after colliding with the CSMT-Gadag Express near Matunga station in
Mumbai on Friday night. The Central Railway took over 15 hours to restore services. Almost
100 local trains and 13 long-distance trains were cancelled. Ganesh Shirsekar

Writers discuss trlbals Alooﬁ Perceptlon ‘unfounded’

ABHISHEKANGAD
DUMKA, APRIL 16

IS THE Adivasi community un-
couth; doesit follow any religion;
does it have a global vision, and
why is the Santhal rebellion,
which took before the 1857 Revolt,
left out of mainstream history?

These were some of the ques-
tions that emerged during a dis-
cussion on ‘Tribal Literature:
Present and Future’ during the in-
augural State Library Literature
Festival in Dumka district.

The event was centred around
refurbishment of ‘Rajkiya
Bhramanshil Pustkalay (Library
on Wheels)' built on a truck in
1958, which had travelled thou-
sands of kilometres in remote ar-
eas of Jharkhand. Although not
mobile anymore, it was refur-

Rajkiya Bhramanshil Pustkalay (Library on Wheels), built on
atruckin 1958, at Dumka State Library Literature Festival. It
has travelled thousands of kilometres in Jharkhand. Express

bished by Odisha-born poet and
bookseller Akshay Bahibala, who
travels with his “Walking
Bookfairs” —avan full of books —
in small towns to promote books.

Writers from the tribal com-

munity such as writer-poet Anuj
Lugun, winner of Sahitya
Akademi Yuva Puraskar in 2019,
and Mahadev Toppo, a leading
Adivasi litterateur  from
Jharkhand, discussed on how

Adivasis are perceived differently.
The perception that the tribal
community is backward, and that
it does not know the ways of the
world, is “unfounded”, Lugun said.
“Sosobonga, which are orally re-
cited epics of Adivasis, particularly
in Mundas and Asur communi-
ties, tell us about how there
should be balance between na-
ture and humans,” he said.
Toppo said the lockdown cul-
ture has existed for long in the
Adivasi communities. “For a few
months each year, ina bid to pro-
tectbaby animals, growing shrubs
and plants, Adivasis don't venture
into forests. When the viewpoint
of Adivasis is such, how can an
Adivasi person be called uncouth
or ignorant? This is the real chal-
lenge in front of upcoming writ-
ers and generation to bring this
view out to the mainstream.”

derstanding of law, and not out of
malice orill will. Henceitis notafit
case to call for fixing the account-
ability for issuance of LOC.”

On trial court's directions to
the CBI director to tender a writ-
tenapology and its general obser-
vations on monetary compensa-
tion, Judge Mann said that "itis a
settled legal proposition that trial
court can step in to compensate
for police excesses and illegal ac-
tions of the State when funda-
mental rights are violated."

The CBI had argued that LOC
was issued considering that Patel
was an influential person and
well-connected with entities out-
side India, because of which he
may evade the law. On this, the
court held this submission has "no
force in law to support and sus-
tain." “Subjective satisfaction of
thelOtoassess the situation foris-
suance of LOC must flow fromthe
objective criteria,” the order read.

FULLREPORTON:
www.indianexpress.com

mat after writing to the Chief
Minister.

“The final-year students will
be competing with each other for
admission to higher education
courses and in the job market. If
their assessmentis done in differ-
ent formats, the competition will
not be fair,” said Vaibhav Edke,

MSWA president.
While Savitribai Phule Pune
University ~ (SPPU)  and

Rashtrasanta Tukdoji Maharaj
Nagpur University will be holding
offline exams, Mumbai University
has announced a more “blended
approach” —exams of traditional
courses willbe online, whereas for
professional courses it will be of-
fline. Also, many autonomous col-
leges in Mumbai have decided to
hold final exams offline.

“For professional courses, stu-
dents were anyway writing de-
scriptive answers for 60 out of 100
marks for the past two exams,”
said Vinod Patil, Director of Board
of Examinations and Evaluation,
Mumbai University.

Countering the students’ de-
mand for “uniformity”, he said,
“Anyway there can’t be parity as
courses, curriculum, exam pattern
and evaluation methods are dif-
ferent in all universities.”

10% discount for
Sunny Leone
fans at meat shop

KIRANPARASHAR
BENGALURU, APRIL 16

A MEAT seller in Karnataka has
announced a 10 per cent discount
for fans of actor Sunny Leone.
Prasad KN, 27, has been run-
ning his meat shop — DK
Chicken — in Mandya district,
around 100 km from Bengaluru,
for nearly two years. He says
reading about the philanthropic
work undertaken by Leone in-
spired him to offer the discount.
“Due to her past work in the
pornindustry, she is often looked
at as a sex symbol. To know her, |
looked into her life, which was re-
ally interestingand inspiring. [ was
surprised to see that she has done
so much for society. From adopt-
ingadaughter to running a school
and extending help during the
pandemic, she has really been an
inspiration,” Prasad said. To avail
the discount, customers have to
show that they follow Leone on
Instagram and Facebook, have at
least her 10 photos on their phone,
and have commented on social
media posts about her movies.

KERALA

Day after PFi
leader’s murder,
RSS mankilled

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL16

A DAY after a local leader of the
Popular Front of India (PFI) was
hacked to death, an RSS worker
was killed the same way in
Palakkad district of Kerala on
Saturday afternoon.

Police said S K Sreenivasan
(45),anRSS worker and former of-
fice-bearer, was attacked by a five-
member gang who stormed into
his two-wheeler shop in
Melamuri, a BJP stronghold in
Palakkad.

Quoting eyewitnesses, police
said the attackers parked their
motorcycles outside Sreenivasan's
shop. Wielding swords, three of
them stormed into the shop and
hacked Sreenivasan several times,
before escaping on their motorcy-
cles. CCTV footage showed the
suspected attackers reaching the
street outside Sreenivasan's shop
on three motorcycles.

BJPleadersalleged that the PFI
wasbehind the attack. The PFLdid
not react to the charges.

On Friday afternoon, the PFI's
Elappully area president, A Subair
(44),was hacked todeath outside
a mosque. According to police,
Subair and his father were on a
motorcycle when they were hit by
avehicle. As they fell on the road,
some men emerged fromanother
vehicle and attacked Subair before
fleeing the spot.

The PFI had alleged that the
RSS-BJP was behind the murder;
the BJP district leadership had de-
nied the allegation.

Police confirmed that a vehi-
cle abandoned by Subair’s killers
wasregistered in the name of RSS
worker S Sanjith, who was killed
last November, allegedly by mem-
bers of PFl and its political outfit
Social Democratic Party of India
(SDPI).Subair was alsoamember
of the SDPL

Sanjith's family said the vehi-
cle was parked inaworkshop be-
fore his death, and they had not
gotitsince then.

Another vehicle which is sus-
pected to have been used by
Subair's attackers was found
abandoned. Police have found
that it was "rented" to a person
named Rameshan, who is ab-

SK
Sreenivasan

sconding since the incident.

The FIR calls Subair's death a
"political murder". Four RSS-BJP
workers who were allegedly in-
volvedinanattack onaPFlworker
last year are being questioned.

"The conspiracy behind the
murder is clear. By killing a local
PFI leader, RSS wants to foment
communal trouble,” state PFI
president C P Muhammed
Basheer had said on Friday.

Meanwhile, BJP's state general
secretary and senior party leader
in Palakkad, C Krishna Kumar, al-
leged that the PFl was behind the
attack on Saturday. "Police could
not prevent the killing of the RSS
worker when armed criminal
gangs were roaming in the city.
Yesterday, we already denied the
role of our workers or any Sangh
Parivar menin the killing of the PFI
worker," he said.

"Police neglected the PFI plan
to trigger violence across the dis-
trict. Melamuri region in Palakkad
had reported communal violence
in the past, but the police did not
take any precautionary steps.The
ruling CPI(M) and its police force
have surrendered before terror-
ists," state BJP president K
Surendran said. Opposition
Leaderin Assembly VD Satheesan
said the killings were a fallout of
the state government's commu-
nal appeasement. "The CPI(M) is
appeasing both the SDPland RSS,
which they call social engineer-
ing," he said.

Police have sounded an alert
to prevent further violence. About
300 police personnel have been
deployed in Palakkad, where
Additional District Magistrate K
Manikandan has issued pro-
hibitory orders till April 20 "sens-
ing that religious hatred may
emerge in the wake of the two
killings." State DGP Anil Kanth
warned that strict action would
be taken against those who
spread religious hatred through
social media.

‘Pandemic may have increased learning
poverty, help children adjust first’

AS OFFLINE classes resume in
schools across the country,
Central Square Foundation (CSF)
founder ASHISH DHAWAN,
who works closely with the
Centre and many states on ad-
dressing foundational learning
gaps, believes authorities should
help children adjust before pick-
ing up textbooks.

Dhawan, whois also a found-
ing member of the Ashoka
University, is currently setting up
Convergence Foundation, which
will work across many areas in
the social sector, including
women empowerment and air
pollution, by setting up organi-
sations along the lines of CSF,
which primarily works on school
education.

He spoke to SOURAV ROY
BARMAN on avariety of topics,
including the government's
NIPUN Bharat programme,
which CSF helped develop and
implement, foundational learn-
ing deficiencies deepened by the
pandemic and higher education
reforms announced by the UGC.
Excerpts:

Before the pandemic, you had
cited a World Bank report to
say that 55% of India's 10-
year-old children lack
foundational learning skills,
which s classified as learning
poverty. What has been the
impact of the pandemic?

The percentage may have
risen to 65 per cent now. The
question is how to bring it down
to 20-30 per cent over the next
decade? We know learning is
breaking down early and we
have to go to Class I, I1, IIL. If you
can't do basic math, addition,
subtraction, then how do you do
fractionsinclassIVorV? Howdo
youdoalgebrainclassVorVI? So

Ashish Dhawan

these are basic foundational skills
that every child needs to master
by the end of class II. The com-
mittee that drafted the National
Education Policy (NEP) under-
stood this and said in the report

work with the Department of
Education on foundational liter-
acy and numeracy (FLN).

NEP helped institutionalise
FLN at a time when the
pandemic was not on the
horizon. But as children
return to school after along
gap, whatare the
interventions required to
help them cope?

States have a four-six month
catch up. So, the idea is to keep
the textbooks aside for the time
being. Right now, if a child is in
class I, the truth is he never at-
tended school in class [ or II. So
in the first few months, teach
them the most basic concepts.

that this should be Then only do we

India's top priority even open the class

in school education textbook and thenin

and should be the next six months,

pushed in mission the goal should be to

mode. And then the catch up with the

National Initiative THEEXPRESS key concepts.

for Proficiency in

Reading with INTERVIEW Should NIPUN be

Understanding and redesigned to

Numeracy (NIPUN) address the

Bharat programme specificneeds

was launched. arising out of the
interruption caused by the

How does NIPUN Bharat pandemic?

work? No, I don't think so. The

It will prioritise foundational
learning in a large public system.
So for classes I, 1 and III, the gov-
ernment has created a separate
project, where it will pay for all
the teaching-learning material,
teacher professional develop-
mentassessment. The Centre also
sets goals and objectives and han-
dles the monitoring aspect. The
implementation is done by the
states. The CSFhas MoUs with 12
states. We have project manage-
ment units that work at the state
level. Soit's ateam of people who

New Delhi

NIPUN goals remain the same.
Within NIPUN, each team needs
to do some catching up. We will
still do formative assessment,
have a teacher guide with lesson
plans, have a workbook, need
reading material in the class-
room and need a math kit to
mabke it easier for kids to under-
stand abstract concepts in com-
plete form. So I don't think
NIPUN needs to be redesigned,
because it is a scheme for the
next five years. Within NIPUN,
the Centre has told the states to

take their time to catch up.

During the pandemic, we saw
schools were the first to close
and last to open.

I think that mindset will
change now.People have tointer-
nalise that life has to go on even if
you face the next Omicron.Iwasin
New York for Christmas, New
Years and kids had to go back to
school in January when Omicron
was raging in the US. There is no
greater risk in opening schools
and our policymakers now need
to internalise that because what
wedidn'tdoearly onisany formof
cost benefit analysis. We should
have started school earlier. If you
doacost-benefitanalysis, there is
arisk, but the cost of keeping kids
athome for twoyearsis notbeing
measured and it's an impactona
whole generation of kids. So, I
think people will internalise now
that we can't do this again.

The latest UDISE report has
shown a sharp drop in private
school enrolment and rise in
government school
enrolment. What does this
indicate?

That is purely an economic
thing. The temptation of English
and accountability lure parents
into sending their kids to private
schools. And normally, you need
income above a certain thresh-
old todoit. So, if yourincome has
been hit, that's the demand
shock. Covid also had a supply
shock, where schools were shut
for solong and there was no rev-
enue. They couldn'tjustify charg-
ing. They couldn't do zoom
classes. As a result, parents were
not willing to pay. So, many pri-
vate schools even closed down.

FULLINTERVIEW ON:
www.indianexpress.com
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The BJP has enough evil
geniuses who have the
capacity to craft state-specific
strategies: one such strategy
is the deliberate effort to kick
up controversies around
food, dress and prayer in
Karnataka

Hate speech thrives and divides

THE HIJAB, halal and aazaan contro-
versies are rocking the state of Karnataka.
They have been manufactured as part of
a carefully designed campaign to divide
the people of Karnataka into two camps
— Hindus and Muslims — ahead of the
State election in 2023.

M Hijab is a dress where the
girl/woman covers her head when she
steps out of her home. Hindu women in
northIndia, Sikh women, Christian nuns
and some others (including Sikh men)
also cover their heads.

M Halal is meat from slaughtering
animals or poultry, according to Islamic
law, through a cut to the jugular vein or
windpipe and draining all the blood.
Other religions have rules for preparing
food: Judaism prescribes kosher food
and many Hindu sub-divisions prepare
food according to certain rules.

MAazaan is a call to prayer broadcast
from mosques five times a day, often
through loudspeakers. Hindu and
Christian places of worship toll bells.
Hindu religious festivals are usually ac-
companied by reciting scriptures or play-
ing devotional music that is amplified
through loudspeakers.

CENTURIES OF CO-
EXISTENCE

Hijab, halal and aazaan are notnew
practices. They have been part of Islam
ever since Islam came to India. The peo-
ple of Karnataka (and the old Mysore
kingdom) had accepted these practices

for centuries; no one objected to them,
and no Muslim objected to Hindu reli-
gious practices. To put it shortly, Hindus,
Muslims and Christians — as well as fol-
lowers of other faiths — have peacefully
co-existed with each other.

Until the BJP entered Karnataka. The
BJP has ruled Karnataka for a few terms,
ina coalition or alone. In recent years, it
has ruled by enticing legislators from
other parties to switch sides — the effort
was labeled as Operation Lotus. The BJP
faces a State election in 2023. Its govern-
ments have been non-performers and its
position in Karnataka is quite shaky.
Opposition parties have learnt to build
protective walls to counter Operation
Lotus. Hence, the need to build another
narrative that can polarize the voters and
attract the majority of the Hindu votes.
The BJP has enough evil geniuses who
have the capacity to craft state-specific
strategies: one such strategy is the delib-
erate effort to kick up controversies
around food, dress and prayer in
Karnataka.

The sudden proscription of hijab in
schools and colleges by the state govern-
ment was challenged in Court. A Full
Bench of the High Court of Karnataka
framed the question as “whether wear-
ing of hijab was an ‘essential religious
practice’ “, and ruled that it was not. The
question wasirrelevant. The only relevant
question was whether the State had the
power to proscribe hijab and thus violate
the right to privacy (and agency) of the
Muslim student and her right to educa-
tion. An appeal has been lodged in the

Supreme Court and it is hoped that the
realissues will be addressed and resolved.

HATE SPEECH THRIVES

Such controversies lay the ground for
hate speech. There has been an abun-
dance of hate speech on both sides, though
the initial provocateur, in many recent
cases, was the Hindu zealot(s). Sadly, few
prominent citizens of Karnataka spoke
up: among the notable exceptions were
the historian Mr Ramchandra Guha and
the industrialist Mrs Kiran Mazumdar-
Shaw. The peddlers of hate speech turned
their ire on the two!

Hate speech has crossed all bounds
in some states, especially Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand. A repeat offender is
Yeti Narasinghanand, working as a priest
inDasna Devi temple. Last year, during a
Hindu religious congregation in
Haridwar, he had made derogatory re-
marks against Muslim women, was ar-
rested and after some weeks released on
bail. On April 3, 2022, he delivered a
speech at a self-described ‘Hindu
Mahapanchayat’ in Delhi when he said
“to protect your sisters and daughters,
take up arms.” Among the dire predic-
tions he made was that a Muslim will be
prime minister of India either in 2029 or
2034 0r2039! The police recorded an FIR
but did not arrest him or move for can-
cellation of his bail.

Another horrifying example is the
case of Mahant Bajrang Muni, a self-
styled religious leader. On April 2, 2022,
avideo showed him addressing a gather-

ing in Hindi. He said, while the crowd
cheered him, “If anyone from your com-
munity harasses any girl in the area, [ will
pick up your daughters from your homes
and rape them.” The target was obvious.
The National Commission for Women
demanded his arrest. He was arrested
eleven days later.

TOLERATING
INTOLERANCE

Ironically, acts of violence, intolerance
and hate were committed on the day cel-
ebrated as the birthday of Lord Ram, who
is Maryada Purushottam, the epitome of
righteousness. These acts and utterances
cannot be dismissed as extreme rants by
agent provocateurs. They have the sup-
portofthe BJP and the RSS who are deter-
minedly on a course to consolidate and
expand the Hindu core of India which
now lies in the Hindi-speaking states.

Hartosh Singh Bal, writing in the in-
fluential Foreign Affairs, has observed,
“More than 400 million people either do
not subscribe to Hinduism or do not prac-
tice the kind of Hinduism that the RSS
holds supreme. They will nonetheless be
subject to what s, ultimately, an imperial
project that attempts to homogenize the
Hindu population while ensuring that
India’s Muslims and Christians are rele-
gated to second-class citizenship.”

Amidst growing intolerance, the
studied silence of the highest authorities
of the country is not a mere lapse
of governance.

The message behind
BSP’s loss in UP polls

Dalitality
VIVEKKUMAR

THE 2022 Uttar Pradesh election verdict is
a latent function of deep communal and
casteist mobilisation. However, it is being
camouflaged under the garb of develop-
ment and good governance. On the one
hand there was ‘Kairana, Kashi, Ayodhya,
Mathura, Jinnah, Assi-Bees, bulldozer
(against a particular community), Teen
Talaq’, and on the other side, the mobilisa-
tion of Brahmins, non-Yadavs (Kurmi, Lodh,
Guyjjar, Jaat, Rajbhar, Maurya, Saini, Nonia,
Chauhan, Nishad, Nai),and non-Jatavs (Pasi,
Dhobi, Kori, Khatik, Valmiki, Dhanuk) be-
came the fulcrum of electioneering. Above
all, the mainstream corporate media,
YouTube media, pollsters,and so-called in-
tellectuals, on the basis of flop-rallies by
leaders of two political parties, described
the UP elections as bipolar. Once this per-
ception crystallised amongst masses, they
forgot unemployment, price rise, Covid
deaths, Hathras case, Unnao case etc.

This false consciousness created a strong
perception that the contest is between the
BJPand SPand that the BSPis not in the fight
at all. So the Muslims, OBCs, and a few up-
per-caste voters who have traditionally
voted for the BSP, deserted it. Had this sec-
tion voted for development and good gov-
ernance, for which the BSP had the best
record during its 2007-12 term in UP, they
would have picked the party again.

Itisafactthatin thiselection the BSPlost
approximately 74 lakh votes in comparison
t02017.The SPgained 1.26 crore andits ally,
the RLD, gained 10 lakh votes. In the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, the BSP had tied up
with the SPand RLD, and since the Dalit vote
is often based on ideology, therefore in all
probability, the BSP votes have shifted to the
SPand RLD to defeat the BJP.

So did the BJP raise its tally? Of course,
because of the Congress (which lost approx-
imately 32 lakh votes) and the Shiv Sena
(did not contest). The voters of these parties
have no hesitation in voting for the BJP. It is
inthis context that the theory that the Dalit
vote has shifted to the BJPis nothing but an

ignorance of history.

Historically, non-Jatavs have always
voted forthe BJP (or the Jana Sangh). Atone
point, they were also considered Congress
vote bank, before shifting to the BSP. This
narrative was constructed to save the so-
called upper-castes from being questioned
— why did they vote en-bloc for the BJP.

That the BSP is the B-team of the BJP is
another narrative which speaks volumes
about caste prejudice. In Goa, the Trinamool
Congress contested polls for the first time
and did not winany seat,and in turn helped
the BJPtoretain power. Yet, nobody calls the
TMCaB-team of the BJP. Mamata Banerjee
also travelled to UP to campaign for the SP.

The caste prejudice in Indian politics is
not only towards the BSP's Mayawati. Take
Congress’s Charanjit Singh Channi. In
Punjab polls. Jat Sikhs and Hindus did not
vote for Channi although he is a well-edu-
cated and seasoned politician. It is estab-
lished fact thatin Punjab, the Akalis and the
Congress come to power alternatively,and
the Jat Sikhs, Hindus and Dalits have voted
for the Congress for 70 years. However, this
time, AAP weaned away Jats, Hindus and
non-Ravidasis and Ramdasis from Congress
by projecting a Jat Sikh as CM.

Then what is the way forward for BSP?
Theanswer lies in the fact that the BSPis not
only apolitical party, itisa social movement.
Losingand winning an electionis part of the
movement and till the gaps in democracy
are filled, BSP will remain relevant.

Nonetheless, after five elections (UP
polls —2012,2017,2022 —and two general
elections — 2014, 2019) it has been estab-
lished that the mainstream society is not
ready to accept the BSP as a centrist party,
even though it is hailed for its good gover-
nance, social justice (land distribution), pro-
poor schemes (Ambedkar Village,
Kanshiram Housing Schemes), and devel-
opment (with GDP of the state ona par with
the national numbers during 2007-12).

Therefore, it has toreinventits old ideol-
ogy and identify elements which exploit
Bahujansininstitutions of governance, ed-
ucation, production and social life. It has to
repeatits 2007 performance to provide rep-
resentation to Bahujans in institutions of
governance to strengthen democracy.

Kumar is professor of sociology at
Jawarharlal Nehru University

Suraj Yengde, the author of Caste Matters,
curates the fortnightly ‘Dalitality’ column
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The world through my

eyes is just as colourful

ALLTHROUGH my childhood and teenage
years, [ noticed some inadequacies in my
vision. For instance, when I picked up a
dull-coloured shirt, others would call it
bright. But I never knew [ was colour-
blind. My ‘inadequacy’, I presumed, had
to do with how I saw certain colour com-
binations. I just told myself that my colour
sensibilities were a little different from
everyone else. After being associated with
a few film projects as assistant director,
working on some television productions,
and making short films and video albums,
Ijoined a filminstitute in Kochi as faculty.
I'was about 28 years old then.

At the institute, I was asked to help
with the admission process. Some lectur-
ers on the panel insisted that we also
make arrangements for a colour-blind-
ness test while selecting candidates. We
put up some colour boards and I was given
the responsibility to spot the colour-blind
candidates.

That is when I realised that I was
colour blind.

I realised the problem but I knew
nothing about it. So, I started reading up.
Since [ was also an aspiring filmmabker, [
was nervous about my future.

Once it became known that [ had
colour blindness, people
around me also became cu-
rious. They would show me
things and ask me about its
colour. Even now, some

The scope of our
vision is significant
too. The colours we

Astill from Pothan’s Kumbalangi Nights. Facebook/Kumbalangi Nights

blindness from its courses on filmmaking
and editing,  welcomed it wholeheartedly.
The petitioner — a student who was
denied admission to FTII's Diplomain Film
Editing course in 2015 after he was diag-
nosed as colour blind — had also cited
Nolan’s example.
Lookingback, I feel that if
Thadn’'tknownaboutNolan,
things would have been far
more challenging for me

friendg ask me in jesp, see are so different emotionallyintheearlypart
‘What is the colour of this ) of my career. My transition,
shirt?” For me, however, it and beautiful. We from suspecting thatI had a
was less about not recog- gee the lives around ~ problem with my vision to
nising a particular colour thinking that [ had ‘lesser’
andmoreabout the realisa- 5 TOTC dosely colour sense, to finally un-
tion that I may be seeing a because we are derstanding thatI had colour
different world. denied m any blindness, was slow.

[ was told my problem The SC order said that

colours...

is with Red and Green,
among the most common
forms of colour blindness.
Then, I came across a report that said
that even British-American film director
Christopher Nolan is colour blind. It came
as a huge relief. The fact that an interna-
tionally celebrated filmmaker was also
colour blind gave me immense confidence.
Sowhen the Supreme Court issued an
order directing the Pune-based Film and
Television Institute of India (FTII) not to ex-
clude candidates suffering from colour

“colour blindness is not a

form of blindness but a de-
ficiency.” So true. I would say that there
might be a problem in my vision, but not
in my sensibility.

ShyjuKhalid, arenowned cinematog-
rapher, once told me, “While we see a
largely dull world and all the dirt around,
maybe you have a graded vision.” In films,
colour grading refers to curating colours
carefully to convey an atmosphere, emo-
tion and style.

However, at times, the condition does

make me conscious at work. To counterit, [
have developed an immersive working
style, engaging deeply with cinematogra-
phers and designers to avoid any conflict.

Until the recent Supreme Court order, I
didn’teven know about the FTIl case. When
a prestigious institute denies admission to
acolour-blind aspirant, it ruins the dreams
of many. More importantly, it makes some-
one feel inadequate or unqualified.

Now, however, we know that there are
many colour-blind actors and filmmak-
ers. I believe that the scope of our vision s
significant too. The colours and patterns
we see are so different and beautiful. Ina
way, we can see the lives around us more
closely because we are denied many
colours. The Supreme Court order said,
“Art is non-conformist in character...”
Very true. The perspective of colour-blind
people should be welcomed as the influ-
ence of cinema on people is also different
and relative. I would go as far as to say that
being colour blind is not an inadequacy
but an extra advantage for a filmmaker.
That’s how I see the apex court’s order.

Pothan is an acclaimed director, producer
and actor, associated

with Malayalam films such as
Kumbalangi Nights and Joji.

As told to Arun Janardhanan

On the
LOOSE

LEHERKALA ! :

leherkala@gmail.com

AFTER DEPICTING blowzy romance via
wind machines, designer wardrobes and
incredulous coincidences, celebrity film-
maker Karan Johar’s latest foray into the
business of love is a down-to-earth en-
dorsement of wwwiiitiimshaadi.com. The
website, promoted by the very aptly
named company Alma Mater Matters Pvt
Ltd invites registrations only from alumni
of top institutions, with the explanation
that “people desire companionship of
matching intellects with similar experi-
ences”.It’s perfectly natural that like grav-
itates towards like, the latest examples be-
ing Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt. But Johar
has been receiving a lot of flak on Twitter
for promoting a “regressive and discrimi-
natory” approach to marriage, as if India’s

Searching for love

unabashedly conservative wedding pro-
tocols have ever been anything else.
Internet matchmaking has become
ubiquitous even in India, taking on the
space once occupied by newspaper matri-
monial ads. It can be overwhelming, sort-
ingthroughlakhsof jeevansathicom and
shaadi.com profiles, constantly worrying
about a potential prospect misrepresent-
ing themselves. A friend of mine was
alarmed to discover that someone she
matched withonTinder was a truck driver
before starting a transport business. [
pointed out that Russell Crowe was a
waiter before making it in Hollywood to
which she snapped she had nothing in
common with people in the trucking in-
dustry. Right or wrong, we are all shame-
less traditionalists when it comes to choos-
ing life partners, operating in our own little
gilded circles, reluctant to consider an out-
lier. If one is venturing outside of one’s

comfort zone, afiltering is required. That's
where itiimshaadi.com scores; it makes no
bones about sifting out the grain from the
chaff, so to say.

It is worth noting that there are over
1,500 matrimonial websites in India, cater-
ing to orthodox Hindu demands, largely
based on caste. Minorities (Muslims and
Christians) would be wasting their time
on many of them (however, they have
their own specific websites full of equally
tasteless idiosyncrasies). A glance through
the top five matchmaking sites is a revela-
tion; candidates who fail to identify their
own caste and graciously tick “caste no
bar” in their quest for a mate have a far
smaller pool of responses to choose from.
There are two reasons for this. One, Indians
are hopelessly insular and casteist. Two, a
lack of full disclosure is viewed suspi-
ciously; perhaps a candidate is hiding an
unsavoury past. Under the heading “Caste

No Bar” I repeatedly saw: “SC/ST Please
Excuse”, contradictory yet noteworthy—
this is a rare specimen indeed, who stops
short of taking a deep plunge but s at least,
willing to look beyond his own sub-caste.

It is to be wondered that after all this
painstaking anthropological streamlin-
ing and pairings based on socio-eco-
nomic hierarchies, if, a few years in, peo-
ple do a rethink and decide these
yardsticks were wholly idiotic—and that
giving oneself up to mad passion might
have been more conducive to happiness.
But romantic inexperience leads to the
fear that the lovers one chooses may be
chronically wrong (and there’ll be no one
to blame). Mate selection is an issue in
other countries too. In the West they go
about it like normal adults, picking part-
ners with a shared vision for the future,
and similar interests. Critically, mummy-
papa are not involved and nobody cares

(conditions apply)

what a partner’s random ancestors did,
300 years ago. Indians approach their
personal lives the way they do a 12th
Board examination—industriously, the
virtues of continuity of society ham-
mered into them.

This attitude of risk averseness has led
toan over-dependence on tribe and a cyn-
ical distrust of romance. After all, most of
literature concerns the perils of scandal
and doomed love; in Anna Karenina,
Anna leaves her husband for Vronksy,
condemning herselfto a life of despair and
death. Lydia, in Pride and Prejudice, is re-
duced to poverty by eloping with the
county rake, Wickham. In this era, the
path to true love may be paved with
choices, but the safest is going en route
the only destination that matters: a care-
fully strategized marriage.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films

New Delhi
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Bulldozing
justice

LET ME start with a question. Would it be
right for the homes of policemen and of-
ficials in charge of law and order in
Khargone to have their houses bulldozed?
Task because when violence breaks outin
a public place it is because the local ad-
ministration fails, and it must be held ac-
countable. But instead of the tortuous
process of inquiry commissions that take
decades to give their verdict, would it not
be better to punish officials without due
process? It is keeping this question in
mind that we need to examine the dem-
olition of the houses and properties of
those charged with rioting in Khargone.
What happened was outrageous because
itwas aviolation of the fundamental prin-
ciples that govern the rule of law, but pub-
lic outrage has been subdued by the voices
of those who believe that it serves
Muslims right.

On social media I have heard jubilant
‘new’ Indians celebrate what happened
inKhargone. | have engaged with them to
point out that without the rule of law
democratic countries become autocracies
and what prevailsis the law of the jungle.
And the response has been that if the Chief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh had waited
to punish rioters through due legal
process they would have remained un-
punished for years. This is true. And there
isasolution thatis so obvious feel foolish
repeating it here, but it clearly needs rep-
etition.

The reason why the justice system
moves so slowly is because it is broken
and badly needs fixing. There are some
obvious reforms that can be made effort-
lessly. The most necessary of these, inmy
view, is to scrap the ludicrous procedures
that exist from colonial times. An example
that comes immediately to mind is that
of Aryan Khan. On the day that he was
given bail he would have been able in an-
other country to walk out of courtimme-
diately. But, not in India. Here he was
taken back to the cell in which he was con-
fined for a month and made to wait an-
other two days for the procedures of his
release to be completed. Why do these
procedures exist?

Why does it take the courts 20 years
of deliberations before punishing those
responsible for the bombings that killed
nearly 300 people in Mumbai in 1993?
Why do judges need to write short nov-
els to make their judgments? Why do the
police need thousands of words to make
charges that could be made in a few para-
graphs? Why do lawyers succeed in de-
laying trials? Why are there no deadlines
for trials to end? These are only some of
the questions that need urgent answers,
but the answer cannot be to establish the
law of the jungle instead of the rule of law.

What we saw in Khargone was the law
of the jungle. The Home Minister of
Madhya Pradesh defended what hap-
pened on the grounds that those who
throw stones will have their homes re-
duced to stones. Well, what would he say
to the old lady whose picture appeared on
the front page of this newspaper last
week? Hasina Fakhroo is in her sixties and
clearly too old to be arioter, but her house
was reduced to rubble before she could
prove that it was built under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana.

Long is the list of cases in which peo-
ple have been punished without due
process, and the list does not begin with
Narendra Modi coming to power as the
Congress party would have us believe. An
example from supposedly benign
Congress times is that of Lalit Modi. All the
cases that were made against him have
been thrown out of court, but he was
hounded out of India as a result of a
shameful media trial in which those re-
sponsible for upholding the rule of law
played an ugly part. More recently this
happened in the Sushant Singh Rajput
case where the media was manipulated
through calculated leaks to turn his sui-
cide into a murder case. Ayoung woman’s
life was destroyed by TV anchors who de-
clared her guilty on primetime. Should
these anchors have their homes bull-
dozed? When should we stop using bull-
dozers?

Once we give officials the right to bull-
doze the homes of suspected rioters and
the right to seize the properties of alleged
offenders, we establish the rule of the jun-
gle. Once we allow income-tax inspectors
to raid the homes of alleged tax evaders
without proof that they have evaded
taxes, we do the same. This is a practice
that has been going on much too long.

What has changed since Narendra
Modi took office is that somehow it is al-
ways Muslims that end up spending
monthsinjail in cases that are bailable. It
is shameful that this happened to a
standup comedian for a joke he had not
cracked. Shameful that student leaders
and journalists, nearly always Muslims,
spend months in jail on usually dubious
charges. Let us then ask what happens to
a country in which senior political lead-
ers and high officials show total disdain
for the rule of law on the fallacious
grounds that the process of justice takes
too long. The answer is that they are in
clear violation of the Constitution of India,
and the consequences are grim. When the
rule of law is weakened, it weakens
democracy because the rule of law has to
be sacrosanct in democratic countries.
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At the Galle Face in Colombo. Since April 9, thousands of Sri Lankans have gathered here demanding that President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and his family members step down. Reuters

ALLEFACEis Colombo’s show-

piece sea front. Chinaand India

have cheek-by-jowl real estate

here. The TajSamudrais anold

property, dwarfed by the tow-
ering Shangri-La of the Hong Kong chain of ho-
tels. And next to it, India’s Larsen & Toubro is
constructing an ITC hotel. Out in the water is
the Chinese Port City project, coming up rap-
idly on reclaimed land.

Nearly seven decades ago, the Federal Party
representing the country’s Tamils held a one-
day satyagraha on the green next to the sea, op-
posite what was then the parliament building.
It was a peaceful protest against the Sri Lankan
government's ‘Sinhala Only’ legislation that
took away the official language status of Tamil.
But the demonstration was broken up as mobs
armed with sticks attacked the protesters,
cracking skulls as the police looked away. The
rest s history.

Thatsamessite is now the centre of another
peaceful protest. Thousands of mostly young
Sri Lankans have gathered here daily since
April 9 demanding that President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and other family members in office,
including his brother Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, step down. The old parliament
building now functions as the presidential sec-
retariat.

On a patch of green between President
Rajapaksa’s office and a soaring statue of
S W R D Bandaranaike, the prime minister
whose controversial language policy had
brought Tamils out on the streets seven
decadesago, atent ity of protesters has sprung
up. Called ‘Gota Go Gama’ — named after the
angry “Go Gota Go” slogan resounding on the
street these days — this symbolic village of re-
sistance has come up against the Rajapaksa
regime. Hundreds of people have been camp-
ing at the site, with the numbers swelling in
the daytime.

The protests began in March as small can-
dlelight vigils at traffic junctions in Colombo.
The demonstrators were protesting long
power cuts imposed by the government be-
causeitdid not have enough dollars tobuy the
diesel needed to run the power plants.

Since the middle of last year, essential items
have beenin short supply asimports have been
restricted and prices have skyrocketed. With
supplies dwindling, shops have had torestrict
purchases and even those with money found
themselves shut out. Queues stretch outside
fuel stations and government-run fair price
shops, with people waiting three to four hours
tofill their vehicles or plastic cans. Double lines
of cars wait for petrol, with people discussing
ifitis better to return for a refill at quarter tank
orempty.

The protests have grown, bringing out stu-
dents, teachers, lawyers, doctors, nurses and
other professionals and youth. The govern-
ment has so far not cracked down.

Unarmed police regulate the trafficaround
the area which leads to Colombo’s main busi-
ness district. Vehicles honk in solidarity with
the protesters as they pass through.

Whatnext? Beyond their assertion that the
Rajapaksas must go, not many at the protest
site know what the future holds in store for

GALLE STORM

Amid crippling shortages, collapse of the economy and a political impasse, protesters across Sri Lanka have come together under
the rallying cry of “Go Gota Go”. NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN travels along the island country’s uneasy fault lines, from Colombo in
the south to Jaffna in the north, to find that the protests may have served to paper over some of these cracks

them and their country.

“Iknow they are not going to resign just be-
cause we are asking them to go. But the pres-
sure of the people isimportant. Our voices will
be heard in Parliament and Parliament has to
makeits decisions based on that,” says 43-year-
old Rebecca David, a rights activist who has
been at the Galle Face protests from the start.

The government had declared a full-week
holiday for the Sinhala and Tamil New Year on
April 14, hoping people would stay indoors.But
that had the opposite effect: New Year’s Day
saw the maximum turnout at Galle Face, with
the atmosphere festive and carnival-like.

“Now it looks like people won't give up till
they getaresult. They want to see the President
step down,” says David. “They want to see
change.”

March 31 was a turning point for the
Rajapaksas. That day, hundreds of people
protesting the shortages marched to the
President’s private home in the Colombo sub-
urb of Mirihana Pangiriwatta. Many of them
were middle-class residents of the area and
were shouting slogans seeking the President’s
resignation. “Prosperity for rulers while hard-
ship for people” was one slogan. They at-
tempted to break through the barricades and
clashed with police, who had to use water can-
nonsand tear gas. Police vehicles were torched.

Until then, President Rajapaksa believed
that as the architect of the military victory
against the LTTE, he and his brothers had
earned enough goodwill from the people to
see them through the crisis.

The protests had actually begun much ear-
lier in the countryside, as farmers shouted
themselves hoarse against the overnight
switch to organic farming and the ban on
chemical fertilisers — measures taken to save
precious foreign exchange. But until the
protests reached Colombo, the Rajapaksas
were sanguine. But that day of violence out-
side his house served as a reality check for
President Rajapaksa. He is now said to be se-
questered in his high-security official residence
in the Fort area of Colombo, while his elder
brother, the Prime Minister, is in his official res-
idence at Temple Trees.

A day after the incident, on April 1, the
Presidentimposed an emergency and the po-
lice imposed a curfew in the capital, its sub-
urbs and several outlying areas. In defiance of
the curfew, protesters marched through the
streets, daring the police to arrest them. By
April 5, both curfew and emergency had to be
withdrawn. On the same day, the government
appeared to have lostits majority. Agroup of 42
parliamentarians belonging to the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, an alliance partner of the
Rajapalksas’ Sri Lanka Podujana Party, said they
had withdrawn from the coalition.

But for those who believed this was a
“regime change” moment for Sri Lanka, there
was disappointment. No challengers have
emerged from the Opposition to overturn
Prime Minister Rajapaksa. President Rajapaksa,
who got all his cabinet ministers to resign —
Prime Minister Rajapaksa remained in office

A LETTER FROM
SRILANKA

INDIA

SRILANKA

Jaffna

Colombo ———

— invited all Opposition parties and groups to
form a national government to deal with the
crisis. There were no takers for this either.

Meanwhile, the Rajapaksas are only too
aware that there are few protests outside
Colombo and its suburbs, and that if they wait
it out, the weary protesters may head back
home. The protesters know that too — that
every momentof delay caused by the political
impasse will only serve to strengthen the
Rajapaksas’ resolve to cling on.

There is also suspicion that India’s $2.4 bn
financial assistance, while bringing much
needed food and fuel to the country, is helping
the Rajapaksas.

Most analysts trace the economic crisis to
ill-advised tax cuts that President Gotabya
Rajapaksa ordered after his 2019 election. The
cuts came into effect just before the pandemic,
atatime when the 2019 Easter bombings had
already gutted the tourism industry.

But some economists believe the problem
began much earlier, in the years after the war
ended in 2009. Armed with an IMF bailout,
MahindaRajapaksa, then president, wentona
borrowing spree for non-paying infrastructure
projects.

As SriLanka now prepares for tough nego-
tiations with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), Ahilan Kadirgamar, who teaches eco-
nomics at Jaffna University, warns that those
already crushed by the pandemic and the eco-
nomic failures of the government would be
the most affected by the conditions that the in-
ternational lending agency is bound toimpose.

“The people who have come out on the
streets today due to economic hardships are
affected by cuts to social welfare and public
services. Working people are going to be most
affected as IMF conditions lead to austerity
measures and market pricing of goods and
services,” predicts Kadirgamar.

One noticeable aspect of the street protests
is the secular language of the participants. If

there is one refrain other than Go Gota Go, it is
this: “The Rajapaksas divided Sri Lankans by
race, language and religion. We will never al-
low anyone to do that again”.

Tamils and Muslims, two of Sri Lanka’s mi-
norities that have long suffered othering by the
majority Sinhala-Buddhists, are today among
the protesters.

Jaffna parliamentarian M A Sumanthiran
believes it is an important moment in Sri
Lanka’s history of ethnic relations that the pro-
testers are even taking up Tamil causes such as
post-war justice and reconciliation, address-
ingwar crimes, the repeal of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act,among others.

However, the view from Jaffna is somewhat
different. Here, there are no queues outside
grocery shops or petrol pumps. However, fish-
ermen, whose boats need diesel or kerosene,
are among those hit by the shortages. At the
Gurunagar jetty, fishermen have placed plas-
tic cans in the queue, hoping supplies will ar-
rive soon.

The times are tough, but the Tamils who
have lived and survived the war years say they
have known worse.

When the LTTE was in control of the penin-
sula, the government would send only limited
quantities of petrol, diesel, kerosene and food
rations by ship from Colombo, calculating that
most people had fled, and the supplies would
fall into the hands of the Tigers. There was no
cooking gas either, as the government feared
these would be used to make explosives. Ditto
with batteries. Medicines were in short sup-
ply too. After the bombing of Chunnakam
power station, the peninsula, which used to
get a total of one hour of power supply from
this thermal plant when the war began be-
tween the Sri Lankan forces and the LTTE, lost
all access to electricity. A generation of Jaffna
students grew up studying with the help of
kerosene lamps or dynamo-powered bicycle
lights. Even after all these years since the war
ended, homes still has a wood stove.

“In Colombo, they feel the shortages more
because of the shortage of fuel, gas and power
cuts. Here, we don'’t feel it that much because
we are used to this kind of scarcity,” says
Rakesh Kannan, a general practitioner in
Sydney, Australia, who is visiting his family in
Jaffna.

Atthe Nallur Kandasamy temple, where he
was offering prayers on Tamil New Year’s day,
Kannan points at the parking lot, where two-
wheelers and bicycles outnumber cars to say
that petrol shortages were not a Jaffna prob-
lem.

He recalls the shortages from his time as a
student, including when he was an undergrad
studentat the Jaffna teaching hospital: “Istud-
ied with a kerosene lamp.”

While Colombo has long been accused of
neglecting Jaffna’s post-war economic devel-
opment, in the present crisis, the war-torn
Northern Province city appears to have been
protected by its food self-sufficiency — farmers
grow rice and vegetables — and a stoicism de-
veloped through its own war-time experi-
ences. “People are saying very proudly thatwe
didn’t die of a power cut then,” says
Sumanthiran. Plus, Jaffna benefits from dias-

pora remittances, though not to the same ex-
tent as during the war.

Rajan Hoole, founder of the Jaffna
University Teachers’ Human Rights that stood
up against the violence and repression of the
Tamil Tigers, says Sri Lanka is now “paying the
price for the original sin of the 1948 Citizenship
Act”, which rendered stateless and disenfran-
chised the Malayaha Tamils or Indian Origin
Tamils (ethnically different from the Tamils of
northern and eastern Sri Lanka) who worked
in the tea plantations and who made up
around 11 per cent of the population at the
time.

“Until the mid-1960s, this 11 per cent was
earning 65 per cent of our foreign exchange.
They were the mainstay of the free education
and free health we enjoyed... It has caught up
with us now,” says Hoole.

So far, there has been only one protest in
Jaffna over the economic crisis. On social me-
dia, some in the Tamil community have
mocked the Sinhalese outreach to minorities
to join the “Sri Lankan” protests, asking why
the majority community had displayed no
such solidarity when the Tamils were suffer-
ing during the war years.

Despite this bitterness, says Sumanthiran,
there is anacute awareness, especially among
students, that this problem is as much a crisis
for themasit is for the Sinhalese, that landless
workers and the very poor among the Tamils
would be hit the hardest.

Sumanthiran says the present crisis even
offers an opportunity to address the Tamil
question, through the abolition of the executive
presidency, as some in the Opposition are de-
manding.

In many ways, it is ironic that the statue of
SWRD Bandaranaike at Galle Face hasbecome
abeacon for the protesters. Google now throws
up “Driving Directions” to the statue, with real-
time information on how long it might take to
reach the centre of the protests.

Bandaranaike, an Oxford-educated lawyer,
was a founder-member of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party,and among the earliest tomine
Sinhala-Buddhist majoritarianism for political
advancement. His advocacy of “Sinhala Only”
set the country down a path that the
Rajapaksas, who were members of the same
party until 2015, rounded off to their advan-
tage six decades later, by claiming to have re-
stored Sinhala pride with the defeat of the LTTE.

In the years since, a new generation has
come of age. They may not know much about
Sri Lanka’s failures of the past, but they are in
the midst of a massive breakdown now, and
sense that majoritarianism does not have the
answers.

Standing near the towering
Bandaranaike statue, D M Dissanayake, a
lawyer in his 40s, says, “The Rajapaksas
were heroes for winning the war against
LTTE. After the Easter Sunday attacks, peo-
ple thought the Rajapaksas are the sole pro-
tectors of the Sinhalese... They were
swayed by triumphalism. Now people’s
eyes have opened.”

New Delhi

= THEPROTESTERS —

The protests have seen
students, teachers, lawyers,
doctors and nurses
gathering at at Colombo’s
Galle Front

SHEMODYA JAYASEKARA, 23
Under-graduate student at the
University of Sabaragamuwain
south-central Sri Lanka; studying
Food Business Management

Itis her first day
at the protests
and she is ac-
companied by
her parents.
Her  father
works in the
security divi-
sion of Colombo Port, and her
mother is a home-maker. “ came
because the ruling leaders do not
give us what we expect from
them. The economy is in a crisis.
We have money but food is not
available. We have cooking gas for
now, but we don’t know if we will
getarefill. There are long queues,”
she says, adding, “I hope to work
in this country after I finish my
studies, but I see so many under-
grads without jobs. We have been
at home for two years and our uni-
versity has not resumed physical
classes because there is no power.”

AQEEL AHAMAD, 22
Engineering student at Moratuwa
University in suburban Colombo

“Everyone s af-
fected by this
government,
by the family
running this
government.
We want a
democratic
country... a peaceful environ-
ment...not an atmosphere filled
with communal and ethnic
racism,” says Ahamad, who is ac-
companied by his father, a busi-
nessman. “One of my aunts in
Kandy was affected in the riots of
2018 — her house and vehicles
were torched. I face racismin pub-
lic places, even in my college,” he
adds.

Blaming the Rajapaksa family
for “every problem in the coun-
try”, he hopes “people will vote
next time for eligible candidates
without being driven by ethnic, re-
ligious concerns or money”

DMDISSANAYAKE, INHIS 40s
Lawyer

“Civil society
activists and
others  had
been warning
people that if
Rajapaksas
come to power
there willbe an
economic crisis because they
never had a proper economic plan.
But Rajapaksas were heroes for
winning the war against LTTE,”
said Dissanayake. After the Easter
Sunday attacks, he adds, “people
thought the Rajapaksas are the
sole protectors of the Sinhalese...
They were swayed by triumphal-
ism. Now people’s eyes have
opened.”

MKRAGUNATHAN, 68
Retired as a consultant physicianata
government hospital in Galle

“l have seen
how politicians
have divided
this country us-
ing religion,
language, caste.
In the last two
years, the econ-
omy has deteriorated inaway that
was not even seen during war
years,” says Ragunathan, adding,
“With so many protesting here, I
didn’t think it was right for me to
sitathome. I came here as a com-
mon man to volunteer my services
asadoctor.”

REBECCADAVID, 43
Rights activist

“The Rajapaksas
are not going to
resign just be-
cause we are
asking. But the
pressure is im-
portant. When
we demand
here, our voice will be heard in
Parliament,” says David, who has
been part of the protests “since the
beginning”. David and her group
are also starting “Teach Out” ses-
sions for protesters to inform them
“the Constitution, the powers of
the president” etc.

Urging India to “help the peo-
ple, not the government”, she
adds, “People suspect that the BJP
government is helping our gov-
ernment because they are quite
similar in many ways”.
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A FIGHTER FOR DEMOCRACY
TAITWAN LEADER PENG MING-MIN DIES

Peng Ming-min, a victim of World War II who endured Japanese imperial rule, brutal
Chinese martial law and decades of exile to become a leading fighter for democracy and self-
determination for his native Taiwan, died here, the nation’s capital, on April 8. He was 98.
His death, at the Koo Foundation Sun Yat-Sen Cancer Center, was confirmed by Lee Chun-
ta, director of the Peng Ming-min Foundation.
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Russiarenews strikes on Kyiv
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Singapore Minister
Lawrence Wong.

SINGAPORE

Lee says Finance
Minister will

be nextPM

Singapore: Singapore's
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong said on Saturday
that Finance Minister
Lawrence Wong would
succeed him as the city-
state's leader. Wong was
chosen as leader of the
ruling People's Action
Party's (PAP) so-called
fourth generation team,
according to an an-
nouncement on Thursday,
paving the way for him to
become Prime Minister.
"The plan is for Lawrence
to succeed me as PM, ei-
ther before or after (if the
PAP wins) the next gen-
eral election. It is due in
2025 and will surely be a
tough fight," Lee said in a
social media post on
Saturday. Lee, whose fa-
ther Lee Kwan Yew was
the island nation's inde-
pendence leader, has been
PM since 2004. REUTERS

AFGHANISTAN
Talibansummon
Pakenvoyto
protest strikes

Kabul: Taliban authorities
on Saturday summoned
Pakistan’s ambassador in
Kabul to protest against
military strikes inside
Afghanistan by Pakistani
forces, the Afghan foreign
ministry said. A local
Taliban official and resi-
dents said 36 people
were killed in air strikes
on Friday. A statement
from Afghanistan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said Pakistan's
Ambassador in Kabul had
been summoned over the
recent attacks in Khost
and Kunar provinces and
given a diplomatic de-
marche to deliver to
Islamabad. REUTERS

FRANCE
Climate change
activists block

Paris square

Paris: Climate change ac-
tivists forced the closure
of a main square in cen-
tral Paris on Saturday to
protest against the envi-
ronmental programmes
put forward by France's
remaining presidential
candidates. The
Extinction Rebellion had
said on its website that it
planned to block a major
Parisian location to dis-
rupt the electoral cycle
andits "business as usual"”
attitude. Hundreds of
people gathered in Paris’
9th district brandishing
banners targeting the
candidates, chanting slo-
gans. REUTERS
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Firefighters work to extinguish fire after a Russian attack in Kharkiv on Saturday. A

s

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV,APRIL16

Russian forces resumed scat-
tered attacks on Kyiv, western
Ukraine and beyond Saturday in
an explosive reminder to
Ukrainians and their Western
supporters that the whole coun-
try remains under threat despite
Russia’s pivot toward mounting
anew offensive in the east.
Stung by the loss of its Black
Sea flagship and indignant over
what it alleged were Ukrainian
strikes on Russian territory,
Russia’s military command had
warned a day earlier of renewed
attacks on Ukraine’s capital and
said it was targeting military sites.
Smoke rose early Saturday
from eastern Kyiv as Mayor Vitali
Klitschko reported a strike on the
the city’s Darnytski district. He
said rescuers and paramedics

Nepal seeks help
from nationals
living abroad to
build up forex

REUTERS
KATHMANDU, APRIL 16

NEPAL IS asking citizens living
abroad to deposit funds in do-
mestic banks as part of efforts to
ensure the financial system has
enough liquidity and to preserve
foreign exchange reserves, fi-
nance finister Janardan Sharma
said on Saturday.

Speaking to Reuters, he de-
nied Nepal was facing an eco-
nomic crisis despite the impact
of soaring commodity prices as
the tourist industry, a key source
of revenues, struggles to recover
after the Covid-19 pandemic.

Nepal this month imposed
curbs on luxury goods imports to
rein in capital outflows. By de-
positing their savings in Nepal,
overseas Nepalis would continue
to "maintain their link andbene-
fit from 6 to 7% interest" offered
by Nepali banks, Sharma said.

He added that if 100,000
Nepali nationals living abroad
deposited $10,000 each in Nepali
banks it could go a long way to
help Nepal overcome the current
liquidity constrains.

CanMoskva
warshipbe
@ replaced?

EXPLAINED

NO. RUSSIA has two other
ships of the same class,
the Marshal Ustinov and
the Varyag, which serve
with Russia’s Northern
and Pacific fleets respec-
tively. Turkey, which con-
trols access to the Black
Sea via the Bosphorus, will
notlet thementerata
time of war.

were at the scene, and informa-
tion about possible deaths
would be provided later. The
mayor advised residents who
fled the city earlier in the war not
to return for their safety.

Kyiv was not the only target

Saturday. In eastern Ukraine, an
explosion believed to be caused
by a missile struck Kharkiv,
Ukraine’s second-largest city, ac-
cording to firefighters and AP
journalists at the scene.

The strike near an outdoor
market along with residential
and industrial buildings killed
one personand wounded atleast
18, according to rescue workers.

Meanwhile, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy ac-
knowledged on Saturday that
the Ukrainian forces still de-
fending Mariupol control only
asmall part of the port city, and
face a better-equipped force
that is six times larger than
their own. Zelenskyy described
the area as “not a very large
part” of the city. “Nevertheless,
our guys are heroically defend-
ing,” he said, speaking to
Ukrainian media outlets. “We
are grateful to them for that.”

Boris Johnson
barred from
visiting Russia

RUSSIAIS barring Prime Minister
Boris Johnson and other senior
British officials from entering the
country over their support for
Ukraine, the Russian foreign
ministry said on Saturday.
Britain has supplied Ukraine
with new anti-ship missile sys-
tems, armoured vehicles and
other military equipment. And
Johnsonmade a surprise visit last
week to Kyiv, where he promised
to send more military equipment
to Ukraine. “The Russophobic
course of the British authorities,
which aims toincite negative atti-
tude toward our country, is detri-
mental to the well-being and in-
terests of the British people,”
Russia’s foreign ministry said. NYT

Pennsylvania varsity professor slammed
for comments against Asian-Americans

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, APRIL 16

LEADING INDIAN-AMERICANS,
including US Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi, have slammeda
law professor from University of
Pennsylvania for her disparaging
comments about the Asian
American community, witha spe-
cificdisdain for Indian-Americans.

In a recent interview to Fox
News, Prof Amy Wax from the
University of Pennsylvania al-
leged that “Blacks” and “non-

Western” groups have “atremen-
dous amount of resentment and
shame against western people for
[their] outsized achievements
and contributions.”

“Here’s the problem. They’re
taught that they are better than
everybody else because they are
Brahmin elites and yet, on some
level, their countryisash*thole,”
Wax, who has a long history of
inflammatory remarks, said.

She also said the westerners
have outgunned and outclassed
the Asian Americans in every way.

“They’ve realised that we've

outgunned and outclassed them
in every way... They feel anger.
They feel envy. They feel shame.
It creates ingratitude of the most
monstrous kind,” she said.

The comment was con-
demned by the Indian-
Americans across the US. “After
President Trump left office, |
thought the days of calling oth-
ers “shithole” countries were
over,” Krishnamoorthi tweeted.
“I'm disgusted to hear this
UPenn Professor define Indian-
American immigrants in such
insulting terms,” he said. ~ PTI

Won'’t interfere with protests: Lanka Army

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
COLOMBO, APRIL 16

THE SRI Lankan Army on
Saturday said they would thor-
oughly uphold the Constitution
and not resort to violence amidst
the anti-government protests
across the island nation against
the worst economic crisis.
Referring to the social media
speculation that the military
may be used by the government
to launch a crackdown on the

Demonstrators near the
Presidential Secretariat in
Colombo on Saturday. Reuters

week-long protest near the pres-
idential secretariat, the Sri
Lankan Army, in a statement,
said it would not resort to vio-
lence to quell the anti-govern-
ment demonstrations.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan police
on Saturday removed several
empty trucks parked at a protest
site near the presidential secre-
tariat, possibly averting a crack-
down on the protesters agitating
against the government's han-
dling of the island nation’s worst
€CONOMIC Crisis.

Putin, Saudi Prince
discuss bilateral ties

Riyadh: Russian President
Vladimir Putin spoke with
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman on
Saturday. The Saudi Press
Agency said the two dis-
cussed bilateral relations
and “ways of enhancing
themin all fields.”

The Saudi readout of the
call said the crown prince af-
firmed support for efforts that
would lead toa political solu-
tion to the crisis in Ukraine.
The kingdom recently an-
nounced $10 million in hu-
manitarian aid for Ukrainian
refugees. The Kremlin's state-
mentadded the twoalsodis-
cussed the ongoing conflictin
Yemen and their joint work
on an oil output agreement.
The oil pact has kept a cau-
tious lid on production by
major producers, supporting
oil prices. AP

Billionaire vows to
rebuild Mariupol

Kyiv: Ukraine’s billionaire
has pledged to help rebuild
Mariupol, a place close to his
heart where he owns two
vast steelworks that he says
will again compete globally.
Rinat Akhmetov has seen his
business empire shattered
by eight years of fighting in
Ukraine's east but remains
defiant, sure that what he
calls "our brave soldiers" will
defend the Sea of Azov city
reduced to a wasteland by
seven weeks of bombard-
ment. "Mariupol is a global
tragedy and a global exam-
ple of heroism,” Akhmetov
said. "My ambition is to re-
turn to Mariupol and imple-
ment our plans so that
Mariupol-produced steel
can compete in global mar-
kets as before." REUTERS

Sweden prepares
for more clashes
as far-right
protests continue

ASSOCIATED PRESS
STOCKHOLM, APRIL16

POLICE IN Sweden say they are
preparing for new violent clashes
following riots that erupted be-
tween demonstrators and
counter-protesters in the central
city of Orebro on Friday ahead of
an anti-Islam far-right group’s
plan to burn a Quran there.

Kim Hild, spokeswoman for
police in southern Sweden said
that the police would not revoke
permission for a planned demon-
stration by the Danish right-wing
Stram Kurs party in the southern
town of Landskrona on Saturday
because the threshold for doing
that is very high in Sweden,
which values free speech.

Police said, however, that the
rally would be moved to another
undisclosed location,according to
TT. Stram Kurs’ leader Rasmus
Paludanwasalso planninga Quran
burning in Landskrona, the agency
said. Hild said police were prepar-
ing for the demonstration and pos-
sible violence with extraresources
“given what has happened in re-
cent days” in the Nordic country.

DEPUTY SPEAKER RESIGNS

Former Pak PM
Ashraf appointed

Raja Pervaiz Ashraf (right) takes oath as the 22nd Speaker of
National Assembly. Reuters

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, APRIL 16

RAJA PERVAIZ ASHRAF, a former
Pakistan premier, was on Saturday
appointed the 22nd speaker of the
country’s National Assembly af-
ter he was elected unopposed.

Ashraf, 71, from the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) was admin-
istered the oath of office by PML-
N’s Ayaz Sadiq, who was initially
chairing the session.

Meanwhile, Qasim Khan
Suri resigned as deputy speaker
of Pakistan’s National Assembly
on Saturday, less than an hour
before a session of the House
where voting on a no-trust mo-
tion against him was to take
place for favouring Imran Khan.

Sharing a copy of his resig-
nation on Twitter, Suri said his
move signified his association
with the vision of his party, the
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI),
and democracy.

Ashraf, meanwhile, was the
lone contender for the Speaker’s
position as no other candidate
had submitted nomination pa-
pers against him. The office of the
Speaker fell vacant after Asad
Qaiser resigned on April 9 after
failing toimplementa decision by
the Supreme Court to hold a no-
confidence vote against ousted
prime minister Imran Khan.

After taking the oath, Ashraf
thanked his party leaders for
deeming him worthy of the po-

Shehbaz’s son
Hamza is Punjab
CM amid violence
in House session

Lahore: Hamza Shehbaz, the
son of Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
was elected as the new chief
minister of Punjab on
Saturday ina ruckus-marred
election that saw Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party and its
ally PML-Q boycott the cru-
cial assembly session.
Scuffles broke out be-
tween the treasury and op-
position leaders during the
six-hour-long session in the
Punjab Assembly. PTI-
PMLQ coalition candidate
Parvez Elahi sustained in-
juries, while Deputy
Speaker Dost Muhammad
Mazari, who was siding
with the PMLN-PPP candi-
date Hamza, also got
thrashed. Police arrested three
PTllawmakersonthe charges
of torturing Mazari. PTI

sition. He also thanked the prime
minister Shehbaz Sharif and the
members of the assembly. He
said a “new tradition” had been
initiated in parliamentary his-
tory, adding that the speaker was
the custodian of the house. PTI

Chinese astronaut Ye Guangfu after landing at the Dongfeng
site in northern China's Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region
on Saturday. AP

Chinese astronauts land after
six months on space station

Beijing: Three Chinese astronauts
returned to Earth on Saturday af-
ter six months aboard their
country’s newest orbital station
in the longest crewed mission to
date for China’s ambitious space
program.

The Shenzhou 13 space cap-
sule landed in the Gobi desertin
the northern region of Inner
Mongolia, shown live on state
TV. During the mission, astro-
naut Wang Yaping carried out
the first spacewalk by a Chinese
woman. Wang and crewmates

SAMIA SULUHU HASSAN BECAME THE ONLY WOMAN HEAD OF GOvVT IN AFRICA WHEN HER PREDECESSOR SUDDENLY DIED

Tanzania’s first woman President wants to bring nation in from the cold

ABDILATIFDAHIR
DODOMA, APRIL 16

SHORTLY BEFORE midnightona
spring night last year, Samia
Suluhu Hassan, then Tanzania’s
first female vice-president, ap-
peared on television to an-
nounce to a shocked nation that

the President was dead.
President John Magufuli, an
autocrat known as “The

Bulldozer,” had denied that Covid
existed in his country, rejected
Covid vaccines and died after a
weekslong absence from public
view amid unconfirmed reports
that he had contracted the virus.

His death catapulted Hassan,

62, to a historic position as
Tanzania’s first female President.
Known as “Mama Samia,” she is
currently the only female head of
government in Africa. On Friday,
she metin Washington with a fel-
low path-breaker, Kamala Harris.

Since taking office, Hassan
has set off on a different path
than her predecessor: She en-
couraged Covid vaccinations by
publicly taking the shot herself,
lifted a ban on pregnant girls in
schools and began to amend
some Magufuli-era economic
regulations to lure back investors.

But her first challenge,
Hassan said in an interview last
week at the state house in the
capital, Dodoma, was to over-

come the notion that a woman
could not lead Tanzania.

“Most of the people couldn’t
believe that we can have a
woman President and she can
deliver,” Hassan said. “The chal-
lenge was to create a trust to the
people thatyes,Icandoit.”

She said other African female
leaders — including Liberia’s first
female president, Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf, and Sahle-Work Zewde,
the president (though not head
of government) of Ethiopia —
quickly came to her support,
urging her in a virtual meeting
to remain confident, seek coun-
sel and listen to her inner voice.

“They all gave me courage
that you can doiit,” said Hassan.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan o at Chamwino State House

in the capital, Dodoma. NYT

Since ascending to power in
March last year, Hassan has posi-
tioned herself as a unifying na-

tional figure willing to challenge
the establishment and bent on
bringing her country in from the

cold after five years of isolation-
ism under Magufuli, who rarely
traveled abroad.

Tanzania, a nation of 60 mil-
lion people that borders eight
other countries in eastern, cen-
tral and southern Africa, was
long seen as a bulwark of stabil-
ity in a region torn by ethnic
strife and civil war.

But Hassan, who is expected
to run Por president in 2025,
takes the helm of a polarised na-
tion with a battered economy
and growing unemployment, a
slow pace of vaccine deploy-
ment and a growing clamor for
constitutional overhauls.

Inaddition to meeting US of-
ficials during her trip to the

New Delhi

United States, she is also set to
court investors, seek assistance
inimproving public health part-
nerships and promote Tanzania
as a vibrant tourist destination.
In Washington, one issue
Hassanis likely to face is the war
inUkraine. Tanzania was among
the African nations that ab-
stained from the United Nations
vote condemning the war — a
move Hassan said was in line
with Tanzania’s long-standing
position of nonalignment.
Pushed on this, she said that
in “Tanzania, we don’t know
why they are fighting,” adding
that Russia and Ukraine should
sit down to talk. “The world has
to convince Putin not to fight,”

Zhai Zhigang and Ye Guangfu
beamed back physics lessons for
high school students.

On Saturday, state TV
showed images from inside the
capsule asit traveled at 200 me-
ters per second over Africa be-
fore entering the atmosphere.

The trio were the second
crew aboard Tiangong, or
Heavenly Palace. Its core mod-
ule, Tianhe, was launched in
April 2021. Plans call for com-
pleting construction this year by
adding two more modules. AP

she said.

Hassan, who is soft-spoken
and comes across as reserved,
said that as vice-president, it was
“tough” working with Magufuli
at times, and that she argued
with him on several issues, in-
cluding his Covid denialism.

As president, she said, her
main priority was to revive the
economy, build thousands of
schools and health clinics, ex-
tend clean water and electricity
to rural areas and complete key
infrastructure projects — includ-
ing arailway line and a major hy-
dropower plant. She said more
than 250 new businesses had al-
ready been registered in the
country last year. NYT



POINT OF VIEW

The Creative Spark

Mumbai-based artist Atul Dodiya on turning to
watercolours during the pandemic, the complexity of
self-portraits and his new exhibition in Delhi
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AME: PRATHAM Sharma;

Designation: Project Manager;

Preferred pronoun: she/they;

Preferred honorific: Ms, Mx.”

This is the email signature of an
IBMer on the office intranet as part of a sensi-
tivity drive that respects an employee’s mind
over body and validates self-worth.IBMis not
the only workplace to break down male/fe-
male binaries of identity through language
and perception. In the corporate sphere and
outside of it, expressions of gender identities
are being repurposed to become more inclu-
sive and empathetic. The first step to thisis the
language one uses, for it determines the way
one sees the world and oneself.

Language is key to connecting with mar-
ginalised groups such as the LGBTQIA+as they
break out of gender/sexual stereotypes and
define themselves through a larger prism.
Pronouns like “he” or “she” come with defin-
itive expectations of how one should express
one’s identity. While this works for people
who thinkin the way of the gender they have
beenassigned at birth, it is normative and lim-
iting for people who are gender-neutral or still
to figure out their identities. It has prompted
them to move beyond conventional pronouns
tonon-binary ones such as “they”.

“Our earliest form of communication was
gestural, we pointed out things to each other.
With the evolution of language, pronouns re-
placed this behaviour and became, among
many things, representative of a personal
point of view. Words like ‘they’ are deictic,
which means their meaning can vary accord-
ing to contexts, time and place. So, it is with
pronouns that people are crafting their accept-
ance within the existing scheme of things and
redefining a corporate culture thatreflects the
society of our time,” says Rukmini Bhaya Nair,
professor of Linguistics and English, IIT, Delhi.

Making variable pronouns a natural part
of introductions in the social space takes the
awkwardness away from a mixed gender
group. Zainab Patel, head, Diversity and
Inclusion (D&I), Pernod Ricard, India, a trans-
gender herself, says, “Such a practice unboxes
identity, encourages empathy and makes col-
leagues non-judgemental. Empathy is key to
an organisation’s cultural growth. As a man-
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Bengaluru-based musician Ricky Kej on his second
Grammy win for an album that voices his
environmental concerns
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How Indian workplaces are slowly waking up to gender sensitivity

agement policy, it works because it shows that
the company is willing to come down to
everybody’s comfort level. That’s more impor-
tant than hiring to ensure a diversity quota.”
At the Lalit Suri Hospitality Group, execu-
tive director Keshav Suri, 37, has trained his
team to approach guests neutrally. “We intro-
duce ourselves with our preferred pronouns
and alsorequest guests to share theirs to min-
imise the risk of mis-gendering. A gender-neu-
tral language, starting from inviting applica-
tions to the hiring process, allows people to
choose for themselves and, at the same time,
express their respect for other gender identi-
ties by not assuming. This builds confidence

inqueer people as they get recognised for who
they are and are able to bring their whole
selves towork,” he says. A compassionate lan-
guage policy leads to ease of access. “Besides
LGBTQIA+ communities, the group has staff
from various marginal intersections of soci-
ety, including people with disabilities and
acid-attack survivors. “This has helped the
team accept each other and grow,” says Suri.
Patel, however, feels not just pronouns, but
spoken language as a whole has to change to
respect the sensitivities of gender, margin-
alised communities, races, and filter down to
the shop floor. “We still use words like ‘baniya’
and ‘bhang’ to label communities and profes-

sions; still use phrases like ‘able-bodied men’
for a job description instead of writing ‘per-
sons who can lift weights.’ Language cannot
be an extension of bias any longer, it has to
value competency. Companies must learnin-
terventions and work out anti-discriminatory
policies, backed by a language policy, some-
thing like the Vishaka guidelines. Self-identi-
fication must come from within,” says Patel.
The sensitivity brought on by an inclusive
language policy has not only changed per-
spectives within corporations but built ecosys-
tems. Prachi Rastogi, D&I leader, IBM, says “It
has driven a more gender-sensitive interven-
tion at all levels. For example, we have a pol-

icy of allowing our lactating mothers to travel
with another caregiver at company expense.
We have extended this facility to all genders.
We extend insurance for affirmative surger-
ies and give our staff time to heal. We have
gender-neutral bathrooms and conduct work-
shops on both female and male menopause.
We have linked promotions and increments to
behaviour that encourages diversity and have
zero tolerance for violations. Culture must be
an upstander, not a bystander. Only then will
it enter homes, change mindsets.”

Of course, modifying language to reflect a
spectrum of gender identities in the corporate
workspaceis yet to result inamassive cultural

shift. In fact, linguists across the world are de-
bating on “woke” culture and its appropriate
representation in languages. “The notion of
concealment vs revelation has come to the
fore but the tension must go. Language can-
not be given a cursory treatment. For exam-
ple, will the English language tenets work in
non-Western settings or among communi-
ties who are outside LGBTQIA+? Some of our
own regional languages have genderless pro-
nouns. Should we draw on them?” asks Nair.

Parmesh Shahani, author of Queeristan:
LGBTQ Inclusion in the Indian Workplace
(2020), is studying Indian languages to build
a gender-neutral vocabulary in everyday life.
“Historically, LGBTQIA+have had alegitimate
presence in our culture — the transworld has
been peopled by kinnaurs, hijras, jogappas and
they have influenced our languages. For ex-
ample, the word ‘aap’is respectful and totally
gender-neutral. Bengali has a gender-neutral
pronoun, ‘shey’. The easiest way to bring re-
gional languages to the fore is by incorporat-
ing them in the culture space,” he says.

Adherence toalanguage policy may seem
like a faddist corporate drill but the effects are
showing. Suansh Khare, 30,an employee ata
Delhi-based MNG, says, “I was hired for a
mainstream position at 28. My ease at work
convinced my folks that I could sail through
the world.” Mohul Sharma, food and bever-
age services associate at The Lalit, adds, “You
exhale because you don’t have to suppress
who you are and get to show what you are
worth beyond your gender identity.”

Some languages are already creating new
gender-neutral pronouns like the Swedish
“hen”. In Finnish, the third-person pronoun,
‘hdn’ has become popular. The French diction-
ary Le Robert announced last year it had added
the pronoun “iel” for its online edition after its
researchers noticed its growing usage.

There could also be conscious tweaks
within existing frameworks. In January 2019,
Hanover became the first German city to use
gender-neutral nouns in all official commu-
nication. United Airlines became the first air-
line to offer non-binary gender-booking op-
tions. Companies like Accenture are giving
employees the option of listing preferred pro-
nouns in their online directories and on con-
ference name tags. New rules of engagement?
Certainly. But, more importantly, it is also a
way of building a culture of respect.
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Honeymoon Special Tours (for young couples)
Leh Ladakh (7D) 54000 - 56000

Kashmir (6D) 47000 - 50000

Shimla Manali (6D/8D) 37000 - 48000
D’shala D’housie Palampur Pragpur (8D) 52K - 54K
Sikkim Gangtok (6D) 53000 - 55000

Coorg Mysore Bengaluru (7D) 43K - 45K
Munnar Periyar Kumarakom (7D) 38K - 40K
Maldives - Eriyadu Resort (4D) 80000
Mauritius - Maritim Resort (7D) 115000

YOLO Adventures (for 18-35 year olds)

Leh Nubra Pangong Hanle (10D) May 31-72000
Pahalgam Gulmarg Sonmarg Srinagar (10D) May 13-69K
Meghalaya Shillong Cherrapunjee (8D) May 28-70K

Short Trips

Amritsar with Farm Stay (4D) 29000 - 32000
Haridwar Rishikesh (4D) 32000 - 35000
Sarnath Varanasi (5D) 31000 - 35000

Statue of Unity+Narmada Tent City (3D) 26K-30K
Indore Ujjain Mandu (5D) 36000 - 38000
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Leh Kargil Nubra Pangong (9D) May 12 - 64000
Leh Ladakh Nubra Pangong (7D) May 1- 52000
Kashmir (6D) May 11 - 49000

Shimla Manali (6D) May 11 - 39000

Amritsar with Attari Wagah Border (4D) May 9-28K
Nainital Mussoorie Corbett Park (9D) May 23-55K
Assam Arunachal Meghalaya(12D)May3 - 85K
Sikkim Darjeeling Gangtok Lachung (9D) May 5 - 68K
Jaipur Udaipur Pushkar (6D) May 8 - 32000
Kerala (6D) May 8 - 35000

Nepal Pokhara Chitwan (8D) May 18 - 60000
Dubai Abu Dhabi (6D) May 29 - 95000
Mauritius (7D) May 25 - 115000

Iceland (10D) June 19 - 325000

England Scotland (10D) Jun 22 - 250000

Couples Only (for middle-age couples)
Leh Kargil Nubra Pangong (9D) May 21 - 66000
Kashmir (8D) June 18 - 60000

Shimla Manali Manikaran (8D) May 24 - 48000

Road Trips-Bharat Jodo Paryatan Abhiyan
Leh Ladakh Manali (11D) Jun 10 - 76000

Leh Ladakh Manali Kashmir(15D) June 10 - 90K
Lahaul Spiti Chandrataal (12D) June 2 - 66000
Kashmir to Kanyakumari (40D) Nov 12 - 200000

Family Tours

All of Leh (13D) May 29 - 87000

Leh Nubra Pangong (7D/9D Kargil) 52000-68000
All of Kashmir (11D) June 12 - 73000
Kashmir (5D/6D/8D) 44000 - 63000

All of Himachal (15D) 84000 - 86000
Dalhousie D’shala Amritsar Shimla Manali (13D) 73K-75K
Dalhousie D’shala Amritsar (8D) 47K-50K
D’shala D’housie Palampur Pragpur (8D) 51K-52K
Shimla Manali (6D/8D) 37000 - 48000
Nainital Mussoorie Corbett Park (9D) 51K - 57K
Nainital Corbett Park (6D) 39000 - 42000
Varanasi Ayodhya Lucknow (8D) 46000
Sikkim Darjeeling Gangtok Lachung (9D) 68K - 70K
Sikkim Darjeeling Gangtok (7D) 59000 - 62000
Assam Arunachal Pradesh (10D) 72K - 75K
All of Meghalaya (8D) 64000 - 66000
Madhya Pradesh Magic (9D) 54K - 56K
Rajasthan (6D) 32000 - 34000
Gujarat+Statue of Unity (10D) 46000-50000
Coorg Mysore Bengaluru (7D) 44K - 46K
Kerala (6D) 35000 - 37000

Andaman (7D) 61000 - 63000

Group tour price includes to and fro airfare, transport, accommodation, all meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner, sightseeing with entrance fees, tips and services of a Tour Manager.

veenaworld.com ¢ Call: 1800 22 7979 « Mon-Sat 10 to 7 « travel@veenaworld.com ¢ Follow f©O ¥ ©

887 997 2203 | Vile Parle(E) 887 997 2213 | Borivali 887 997 2201 | Matunga(C.R.) 887 997 2214 | Thane
Girgaon - Charni Road 887 997 2215 | Vile Parle(W) 887 997 2212 | Andheri 887 997 2216 | Chembur
Ghatkopar - Vidyavihar 887 997 2221 | Vasai

Corporate Office: Mumbai (Vidyavihar) 022 2101 7979 ° For contact details of Sales Partners across India, visit veenaworld.com

All group tours are ex-Mumbai. Tour price is per person and on twin sharing basis. These ‘Super Deal Tour Prices’ are nett and no discount is applicable. At the time of booking, tour price to be paid in full INR by Google Pay/PhonePe/PayTM/-
Card/NEFT/RTGS, in the name of ‘Veena Patil Hospitality Pvt. Ltd.’ No cash transactions at Veena World. Government taxes apply. Any increase in YQ taxes, fuel surcharges, airport taxes will have to be borne by the travellers. T&C apply.

887 997 2205 | Pune 887 997 2300
887 997 2202 | Dombivali 887 997 2206 | Chinchwad 887 997 2310
887997 2207 | Bengaluru 887 997 2217 | Kolkata 887 997 2288 | Toll Free 1800 22 7979

not worry about where to go, how to go, what to eat, how much to pay & whether
it’s safe... Veena World hai na! With Veena World’s safe & joyful Honeymoon Tours in the company of other newly-weds and a caring tour manager at your service,
you focus just on your beloved. A honeymoon is once in a lifetime, after all! 40000+ happy honeymooners have already enjoyed... It’s time you hopped aboard!

Kashmir (6D) May 13 - 49000
Shimla Manali (8D) May 2 - 46000

Mauritius (7D) May 18 - 115000

All of Nepal (13D) June 17 - 117000

Nainital Corbett (6D) 39000
Shimla Manali (6D) 32000

a

New Delhi

Shimla Manali

\ onwards /

Seniors’ Special Tours (golden age celebration for 55+)
Leh Ladakh Kargil (7D) June 27 - 53000

Dalhousie D’shala Amritsar (8D) May 2 - 48000
Nainital Mussoorie Corbett Park (9D) May 17 - 54K
Sikkim Darjeeling (7D) June 1- 59000
Gujarat+Statue of Unity (10D) May 4 - 47000
Nepal Pokhara Chitwan (8D) May 11 - 62000

International Tours (with Airfare, VISA Fee & Insurance*)

Dubai with Burj Khalifa (4D) May 26 - 70000
England Scotland Ireland Wales (15D) Jul 20 - 335000
Mauritius-Maritim Resort (7D) May 11-115000

Maldives-Eriyadu Resort (4D) May10-80000
ROE @1USD=%77, IEURO=386. Prevailing rate will apply.

Customized Holidays (ex-destination)
Switzerland with Zermatt (8D) 132000
Golden Triangle of Turkey (8D) 69000
Mauritius with Anelia Resort (7D) 66000
Leh Nubra with Pangong (6D) 33000

VEENA WORLD

Travel. Explore. Celebrate.

Leh
Nubra
Pangong

All
Inclusive

Airfare

onwards (Mum to Mum)

Bengaluru
Kolkata
Ahmedabad

Nainital
Mussoorie
Haridwar

By Air Tours

also available,
onwards

Travel
Now
Pay Later!

Processing Fee
Interest
Down Payment

Sl

Special

6 Days

38000

onwards

Veena World

Shillong
Cherrapunjee MICE
Guwahati CORPORATE
8 Days TOURS

for Conferences,
Incentive Groups,
Call Today!

60000
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around
the World
Veena World
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Raniit Lal

Ranjit Lalis an author,
environmentalist and
bird watcher

Scenes from

a Window

The best antidote to a hospital
stay is a dose of avian tonic

ANY HOSPITALS around the world now in-

clude “pet therapy” as a part of the treat-

ment and recovery process. Well-socialised

dogs (and, maybe, cats), bunnies, guinea
pigs and, perhaps, even a rude parakeet or two “visit”
their patient clients regularly and raise their spirits, help-
ing them recover more quickly.

Idon’t know if this line of treatment is being followed
by hospitals in India but I do know that all I had to do was
to stare outside the enormous plate-glass window of the
hospital room Iwas in and the birds outside did the rest. It
was a widescreen window, open to the sky (mercifully,
blue) and, at the canopy level of trees growing across the
road, bushes and hedges below, and bordering a little sun-
flower garden in the heart of south Delhi. Time at your
disposal, you sit at the window and watch the goings-on.
Within two days, you'd begin to notice patterns emerge:
like us, the birds, too, had a routine. They were all aam-
Jjantabirds who, like aam-janta city-dwellers, went about
their daily affairs — but with one big difference. None of
them scowled or seemed surly; they seemed to be in the
blithest of spirits, which rubbed off on you no matter how
much of a hypochondriac you tried to be!

Every evening squadrons of rosy starlings would
streak across the sky in tight bunches intent on destroying
some distant target (a fruiting peepul, perhaps). Their
cousins, the common mynas, would fly in smaller more
disorganised rabbles, their squat silhouettes and pro-
peller-like wings invariably reminding you of the won-
derful Spitfire fighters of World War II. The big black kites
skated past at window level, banking and swooping and
occasionally engaging with each other.

Acluster of papdi trees attracted a clientele of green pi-
geons, who simply dived in and vanished in the canopy.
You could hear the always grinning, somewhat foolish-
looking brown-headed barbet calling even through the
window glass — but they, too, simply vanished once they
were permitted entry into what I had begun calling the
“Papdi-Hotel”. Down below at the edge of the little sun-
flower garden, a pair of red-vented bulbuls was obviously
bringing up a family in the middle of a bougainvillea
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HEALING TOUCH

Rufous treepie

creeper nearby. Every now and then, one of the parents
would alight nearby, look around hastily and dive into the
creeper, only to emerge a little while later and whirr off.
She (and probably her partner) was least bothered by the
tremendous clanging racket emerging from her neigh-
bours, who were constructing some monstrosity out of
large flashy aluminium sheets (probably, something for
the air-conditioning plant) by cutting and hammering
them to shape.

The parakeets as always were the most wild and wan-
ton: they streaked across the skies at random like bullet-
headed missiles, screaming their heads off as they
swerved and banked, showing off the hundreds of shades
of emerald in their plumage. Watch a flock of parakeets
for five minutes and you cannot help but smile. But yes,
there was also the furtive and sinister. On my last morn-
ing, I noticed a pair of rufous treepies systematically clam-
bering up the branches of a fish-tail palm tree growing
alongside the building, searching with all the thorough-
ness of the Enforcement Directorate dispatched on orders
of the highest dispensation. Now, treepies are known for
their appetite for baby birds and eggs, so this was not
promising. Much of the tree was hidden from me, so [
couldn’t figure out whether they had found a nest in the
end — but the thoroughness of the search gave you chills.

One advantage of this kind of confined birding is that it
forces you to observe. Most birders are content on ticking
off species on their list and marching on: here you are
stuck with one viewpoint all day. And this is when the
patterns in the lives of birds begin to manifest themselves
and you begin to think, hey, you know they’re not living
random vagabond lives. Extrapolate that to every other
living creature on earth and you will realise that it's all one
enormous living system working perfectly in harmony —
not so much for the survival of the systemitself as for that
of each genetic component of it.

Then, shortly before being discharged,  watch a fluffy
white, down feather float up to the window, rocking on
the air currents, like a boat on a lake. It leans against the
window for along moment before drifting away into the
wild blue yonder. Back home, | am awoken at 3 am by the
peacocks next door — mewling and screaming — back
from some karaoke orgy. As dawn filters in, the koels yo-
del their egg-dumping schemes to one another, and then,
the bunch of babblers living across the wall break into
their clamorous cacophony. Punctually, at sunrise, your
personal red-whiskered bulbul alarm on the window
bougainvillea begins its mellifluous wake-up call.
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‘Art doesn'’t always he In great subjects’

Mumbai-based artist Atul Dodiya, 63, on
finding courage to paint self-portraits,
creating a shrine for actor Rajesh Khanna
and his new exhibition in Delhi

Vandana Kalra

Your exhibition at the Kiran Nadar
Museum of Art in Delhi, ‘Walking with
the Waves’, has small-scale watercolours
painted during the pandemic. Did the
pandemic affect the way you work?

Whenlfirst heard about COVID-19, it was
stilladistantvirusin China.Idid not really take
it seriously till the lockdown was announced
inIndia. Gradually, I realised that it would not
be possible for me to regularly visit my studio,
which is only 15 minutes from home. That is
whenIbrought home some pigments and be-
gan to work on paper. It was completely free-
flowing and unlike my usual practice, where
I reference books, films and art [ have engaged
with. In this new suite of works, I tap a less
busy but more innocent space inside me.One
form led to another and, starting from March
22,2020, to July, 2021, I would mostly com-
plete one work every day. In the course of one-
and-a-half years, I have made 366 paintings.
The exhibition features 135 of them.

We see alot of nature and some
faceless figures in the exhibition. Tell
usabout them.

Perhaps, since I was not able to go to na-
ture, I was bringing nature into my room, in
my painting. We so often seek peace and com-
fort in nature; we travel to places to feel close
to nature. For this set of works, I was not re-
ally taking direct inspiration fromany source,
but the application in some places did remind
me of Bengal masters such as Rabindranath

Tagore, Nandalal Bose, Benode Behari
Mukherjee, who were close to nature and of-
ten painted their surroundings in
Santiniketan. I have chosen to keep the figures
largely anonymous, with little clothing and no
faces. There is a simplicity in the manner in
which I worked on them, which reminds me
of my favourite pre-Renaissance masters —
the simplification of the figure, the clarity of
the drawn line that you see in (Italian artists)
Fra Angelico, Piero della Francesca and Giotto,
who have had a profound effect on my work.
Artdoesn’talways lie ina great subject matter.

There is a figure of an artist with a brush
in several watercolours. Is that you? You
have previously painted self-portraits.
The watercolours have a figure with a
brush and palette, and if you feel he is a
painter, and that is me, then probably it is. A
large canvas has an expectation and I did not
want to impose any weight of reference, his-
tory or culture in these works. Picasso once
said, each painting is a self-portrait because it
depicts what one is thinking, even if it is still
life. I also feel that self-portraits are difficult
and require courage. There has tobe areason
to do one. Some of the best self-portraits are
by Rembrandt — the treatment of the skin in
oil paint is remarkable and the way he de-
picted light on the face generates an emotion
which he probably felt within. You recognise
the likeness of a painter, but it is not the like-
ness which we are admiring in a self-portrait
by Rembrandt, (Vincent) van Gogh or Paul
Cézanne. The works are not illustrative or for-
mal studies, but generate more complex
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(Top) Atul Dodiya at
the Kiran Nadar
Museum of Art; a
watercolour on
display at the
exhibition that is on
till June 30

COURTESY KIRANNADAR MUSEUM OF ART

emotional parallels. When I saw the Hindi
film Baazigar (1993) poster, | immediately
wanted to do a self-portrait. I took pictures of
myself with a toy gun, with glasses that re-
flected images of Bhupen Khakhar and David
Hockney, my first inspirations.

I believe you also watched a lot of world
cinema during the pandemic.

During the pandemic, we watched films
by Federico Fellini, Ingmar Bergman, Jean-Luc
Godard, Michelangelo Antonioni, Satyajit Ray.
Anju and I are big film buffs. We used to be
part of several film clubs and attended film

festivals. Our daughter (Biraaj) recently intro-
duced us to new names and new type of cin-
ema, of filmmakers such as Wong Kar-wai,
Chantal Akerman, Agnés Varda, of whom I
was not aware of. While watching these, at
times, [ would take photographs of a paused
scene and study it later to see if [ could use any
element in my paintings.

I have also rediscovered Radio Ceylon and
listen to it from 6 to 8, every morning. If Thear
anew songor somethingIlike, [write it down.
Inow have a list of 200-300 in my diary.

Infact, during the pandemicI also worked
on something radically different for a private
commission at Rajesh Khanna’s old house in
Bandra, Aashirwad. I created A Shrine for Rajesh
Khanna with shutter paintings and photo-
graphs of the actor, as a homage to the super-
star. I rewatched several of his films, such as
Raaz(1967),Andaaz(1971),Anand (1971)and
AmarPrem(1972). Atthe same time, [was also
working on another film project based on
more serious cinema, such as Mani Kaul's Uski
Roti (1969), Duvidha (1973) and MS Sathyu’s
Garm Hava (1974).

The exhibition also has mythological
works. Have you referred to mythology
previously in your work? Are you wary of
such depictions, given how there have
been controversies in the past?

I have done a Mahalakshmi shutter, but
this is probably the first. The works are based
on stories of Krishna that I have heard. A his-
torian, theorist or philosopher would tackle
mythology differently, but, as an artist, I
haven't really delved deep into the original
source. At times, you lose the creative impulse
if you focus on documentation. I have also
done some oil paint on laminate and water-
colours on the 10 avatars of Vishnu, which I
haven’t shownyet. There s certainly a tension
that we see around religion now, so oneis cau-
tious of what oneis painting. But I choose todo
what I learnt from Tyeb Mehta. He painted
what he wanted. So, he had Durga and Kali,
but also the demon, Mahishasura.

To Md'am,

With Love

Remembering Mrs Hashmi, teacher, mentor inspiration

SLICEQF LIFE

SuwrSaran

Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator
and world traveller

SABIHA HASHMI was born on November 8,
1949, into a family of Indian freedom fighters
and literary figures. She was married at 20 and
had two sons who were classmates to my
brother and me at Modern School, Vasant
Vihar, Delhi, where Mrs Hashmi taught art to
middle- and senior-school students. She
passed away at her home in Bengaluru on
April 5 at the young age of 72.

[ first met Mrs Hashmi when I joined
Modern Schoolin fourth grade, full of restless
energy and shame brought on by the aware-
ness of my gay identity. She found something
in me curious enough to allow me entry into
her classrooms, where she instructed students
senior to me. It was as if Mrs Hashmi knew I
was hurting inside, was lost in myself, to my-
self, and to the world. And so she, who was
herself an “other” in so many ways (a divorced
woman in a conservative nation, a single
mom, and an artist), found an opportunity to

be there for another who was an oddity, one
who needed an anchor and role model,
needed a haven where internal fears could
find artistic expression and needed to feel safe
from the harsh treatment kids inflict on those
who don’tfitin.

When [ became a teen, Mrs Hashmi told
me about how her family’s lot in life changed
from a place of comfort to abject poverty
when her grandfather’s furniture business
was ruined during Partition. She and her sib-
lings saw very hard days and the separation
of their parents who worked jobs in differ-
ent cities. Mrs Hashmi also told me about her
own marriage and how challenging life can
become in a difficult relationship and more
challenging still when there are children in-
volved. She taught me about dealing with
hardships and showed me through her own
experiences the importance of making tough
choices and persevering despite all odds.
Time after time I saw her take on the courage
of alion though her physical frame seemed
more akin to that of a much smaller animal,
like a rabbit.

Aslcametothe 11thgrade, I chose tostudy
the sciences. It was at Mrs Hashmi’s behest
thatI presented the school and my family with
my desire to take graphic arts and screen
printing as well as my science courses —
something unheard of. Mrs Hashmi let me
know that she would battle teachers who did-
n't appreciate my unique gifts as a student,
and thus allow me significant absenteeism
from their classes asIfitted arts and music into
my day. There were weeks in those last two
years of school whenIwasn’t seeninany place
other than Mrs Hashmi'’s art room or the mu-
sic room, and there were nights I got home
way past dinnertime, having stayed to finish
yet another project. My fellow students en-
vied her love for me and would tease me end-
lessly about being an extension of her being,
and her pet. This was certainly something I
didn’t always appreciate, as her love came
with strict rules of engagement, tough expec-
tations, and high standards.

Mrs Hashmi motivated me, a boy who

WOMAN OF
SUBSTANCE
Mrs Hashmi touched
many lives with her
peetless grace,
dignity, and
kindhearted tutelage

wasn't athletic, to climb rocks by saying that
if Itried, she would let me show off my cook-
ing skills to the others. I ended up climbing
the rocks and then making French fries, and
my classmates were suitably impressed. She
would tell me what books to borrow from
the library — (Alexander) Pushkin and
(Fyodor) Dostoevsky were two authors |
couldn’t have read at 15 had it not been for
her. At her prodding, I learned to read and
write Urdu and took lessons in Hindi. She
took me with her to plays and gallery open-
ings; she would read my writing and poetry
and return my efforts with reviews that had
me striving to do better. In my end-of-school
diary, where other teachers wrote flattering
and congratulatory notes, she wrote, “Go
jump in a well.” But the next morning she
came with a most glorious recommendation
letter for me to send to Sir J] School of Art,
Mumbai, where Iwas the only student from
outside of Maharashtra to get into the com-
mercial arts program in 1991. I've always
maintained that everything good I have said,
thought or done, I owe to her and her alone.

Iheard of Mrs Hashmi's passing last week
and shared the news ina WhatsApp message

New Delhi

SUVIRSARAN

with my mother. She replied, “You have lost
your guru.” How astute my mother is! [ am
the youngest of my siblings, born to creature
comforts and a family thatis whole. By open-
ing my eyes to the world around me, Mrs
Hashmi taught me to be the eyes of those
without sight, the agitator for those who can’t
fight back, and the voice for those who have
been marginalised generationally, and thus,
have neither vocabulary nor expression to
even verbalise or show their suffering.
Although she was stoic and reticent, | would
sometimes see a childlike grin surface — but
only if what was being discussed came from
a place of honesty, circumspection, and con-
sideration of the other.

Mrs Hashmi awakened humanity and em-
pathy in me and many of my classmates and
teachers. She modelled caring and nurturing,
both of the self and for the other. She was self-
less and powerful, of meagre means and rich
vision, short with lofty ideals, a single mother
of two with thousands of kids who looked up
to her as their guide and mentor. Mrs Hashmi
livesin the stories of our lives and is immortal
for having blessed so many with her peerless
grace, dignity, and kindhearted tutelage.
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Amrith Lal

NOTEBOOK in which his elder

brother, KP Narayanan, had

copied down Kumaran Asan’s

poems was renowned director

Kumaran'’s firstintroduction,

atage 10 or 12, to the poet who transformed

Malayalam poetry in the last century. Asan has

been with Kumaran since then. At 84,

Kumaran has lost count of the number of

times he’s read the poet. With the passage of

time, Asan has only grown taller in Kumaran’s

eyes, a grand renaissance figure whose life as

a social activist and poet has few parallels in
the history of modern Kerala.

Asan is arguably the most important
Malayalam poet of the last century, and one of
itsgreatestwriters. Gramavrikshathile Kityil (The
Koel On the Tree in the Village), which was re-
leased in select theatres in Kerala last week, is
Kumaran'’s tribute to Asan. Kumaran, who has
beenassociated with almost every progressive
cultural and political movement of his time,
says thebiopicis his attempt to capture the soul
and spirit of a great social and cultural figure
who was misunderstood and misrepresented
many times during his shortlife. During a half-
century long career, Kumaran directed films
such as Athithi (1974),alandmark film for par-
allel cinema in Malayalam, Rugmini (1988,
based on a short story by Madhavikutty),
Akasha Gopuram (2008, inspired by Henrik
Ibsen’s play, The Master Builder, 1892),and a
series of short films and documentaries. Film
scholar CS Venkiteswaran says that unlike his
contemporaries in parallel cinema, Kumaran
uses elements of mainstream cinema, like
songs, to create an engaging narrative style.
Kuyil stands apart from his earlier films for its
theme, treatment, unconventional cast
(Carnatic musician Sreevalsan ] Menon is bril-
liant as Asan),and the extensive use of poetry.

Kumaran Asan died at the age of 50 in
1924. His first major work — Veenapoovt (The
Fallen Flower, 1907) —was published at age 34
and to great acclaim. Asan’s life in letters as a
published author was short. But in those 16
years, between the publication of Veenapoovu
and his tragic death in a boat accident, Asan
published close to a dozen masterly works —
Nalini (1911), Leela (1914), Sree Buddha
Charitham, Prarodanam, Chinthavishtayaya
Sita(1919), Karuna (1923), Chandalabhikshuki
(1922). These poems have a transcendental
quality that distinguished them from the work
of his contemporaries; their inner luminosity
has not faded after so many years.

Kumaran'’s Kuyil focuses on the last seven-
eightyears of Asan’s life —a hectic time: He was
producing great poetry, had fallenin love with
amuch younger girl, whom he married at the
age of 45, had become a father, and acquired
wealth. He was now a widely respected com-
munity leader and nominated to Sri Moolam
Praja Sabha, a popular assembly at the court of
the Travancore king, He'd acquired a self-aware-
ness and confidence about his poetic genius
that he chose to reflect on the higher truths of
life, primarily ethical questions and the tension
between life and death, unlike his contempo-
raries whowere caughtin the whirlpool of here
and now. Asan was deeply political, but his po-
etics framed politics in a broad framework of
human emancipation and as an intense spiri-
tual effort towards expanding human freedom.

Born in the Ezhava caste, deemed as back-
ward in the erstwhile Travancore state and ex-
cluded from public office and employment,
Asan knew all about social exclusion. He was
the favourite disciple of Sree Narayana Guru,
the poet-sage whose radical spiritual vision pro-

IN LETTER 8 SPIRIT

Director KP Kumaran’s biopic on Kumaran Asan celebrates the life and work

A Day in the Life

Bengaluru musician Ricky Kej on winning his second
Grammy alongside The Police drummer Stewart
Copeland and being an environmental cheerleader

Suanshu Khurana

EARLIER THIS month, when Bengaluru-
based music producer Ricky Kej got on the
stage at Las Vegas’ MGM Grand Marquee
Ballroom to accept the Grammy in the Best
New Age Album category, alongside The
Police drummer Stewart Copeland, it was a
moment “unrecognisable and unbelievable”
to Kej despite having been up there in 2015
to receive his first Grammy for Winds of
Samsara. Kej touched Copeland’s feet, as a
mark of respect for the age-old guru-shishya
parampara, and accepted the hallowed
gramophone for Divine

collection,” says Kej, who fell in love with the
band’s punk-rock sound the moment he
heard them and found Copeland’s music to
be particularly striking.

At the time, Copeland was quite dis-
cernible, given his fierce intensity on the
cymbals. “I found something very poetic
about Stewart’s drumming... [t was truly the
backbone of the band and gave the songs of
The Police so much emotion,” says Kej. And
so, posters of The Police and Copeland
adorned the wall in Kej’s bedroom in
Bengaluru, where the family moved to when
he was eight.

But Kej, who for years got busy making
advertisement jingles,

Tides (Lahiri Music). “To oo never factored in the pos-
collaborate with my .. . sibility of a collaboration
childhood idol, somebody Divine Tides album was with an artiste he
[ admired my whole life, . . revered, much less the
then to stand on the stage enmely Created onhne. thought of winning a
and share a Grammy with . Grammy together.
Iﬁim‘;)it was special,” says In faCt’ Ke] and . As I(eg grew gs a rrlfgsi—
ej, 40. : cian after his first
In March of 1980, the Copeland metin Grammy win, he was
wave rodk band he Personfor thefirstime - ZEOEMEEE R
Police came visiting OHIY aweek before the and travel kept him from
Mumbai for what would focussing on making mu-
be ttllq]dr onl3t/ perforngan'i; 64th Gram my Awards Zic. Anhc!ttPTelz]n, thedpaq—
in the country — a chari emic hit. “The pandemic
concert, put together by o00 forced us all to stay in-

the Parsi women of Time

and Talent club. Lead vocalist and bassist
Sting, Copeland and guitarist Andy Summers
took the now-defunct Rang Bhavan open
theatre in south Bombay’s Dhobi Talao by
storm. The talk-of-the-town gig was one of
the most iconic moments in the history of
rock concerts in India. Kej, who was born a
year later, in North Carolina, the US, would
go on to hear about the concert from his fa-
ther. “In the '80s, my father was fascinated
by great bands and had an enviable music

doors and that gave me
the opportunity to create a new album. The
more I created, the more I kept feeling the
need for a collaborator. This had to be some-
body who was not just a virtuoso musician
but somebody who would help in the writ-
ing process, too. The first person who came
to mind was Stewart Copeland. [ wanted to
overreach because he’s somebody who's
shaped my career, by my just listening to his
music,” he says.
[t was his British friend and mentor Ralph

of an exceptional poet

EVERY MOVE
YOU MAKE
(Above) Ricky Kej;
after the win with
collaborator Stewart
Copeland at the
64th Grammy
Awards in Las Vegas

Simon, a music-publishing veteran, who got
Kej and Copeland introduced. To Kej's aston-
ishment Copeland agreed after listening to
some of the album’s music. Divine Tides is
also an album that was entirely created on-
line. In fact, Kej and Copeland met in person
for the first time only seven days ahead of the
64th Grammy Awards. Over a year, the two
kept sending Web files to each other, phone

THELIVES THEY LIVE

(Clockwise from above) An artist’s impression of Sreevalsan Menon

COURTESY RICKY KEJMANAGEMENT

calls, Zoom e-meets, remote recording ses-
sions and Kej changing his sleep cycle to
work with Copeland’s Los Angeles timings.
The result, after almost a year, is Divine Tides
— the nine-song album that's an ode to the
natural world, the resilience of its species. It
stems from Kej’s deep interest in environ-
mental activism. Not only does he prefer
public transport to cars and gets his carbon
footprint audited every quarter, he’s worked
with the government of Andhra Pradesh to
promote “zero-budget natural farming”, a
technique that avoids the use of chemicals
and pesticides. He made a song jJai Kisaan
(2020) with the tribal farmers of Andhra, and
isa supporter and ambassador for anumber
of UN bodies.

Kej and Copeland have woven diverse
soundscapes and elaborate ambient textures
by incorporating scores of musicians into the
mix. The haunting Our Home features
Sangeeta Kaur, the Vietnamese-American
vocalist who’s won a Grammy of her own,

New Delhi

EPUNNY

as Asan; director KP Kumaran (right) with cinematographer KG
Jayan on the set of Gramavrikshathile Kuyil; a still from the film

vided fuel for Kerala’s transition from being a
deeply casteist society in the 19th century toa
relatively modern political community. Guru
mentored Asanin his formative years and sent
him out of Kerala to get educated. In Kavyakala
Kumaran Asaniloode, a fine study of Asan and
his poetics published in 1969, PK Balakrishnan
writes that Narayana Guru was the land and
sky where Asan’s poetic genius flourished.

Not surprisingly, Asan wrote that the
essence and eternal truth of this universe was
love (“snehamanikhila saram oozhiyil”). In
Chandalabhikshuki, the story of a Dalit woman’s
self-discovery and conversion to Buddhism, he
offers a searing critique of the caste system:
“Casteis the smoke of jealousy/ seethingup in the
dark covey of ignorant minds/ Filled up with lust
forearthly pleasure/And envy at the happiness of
others,/ It changes its hue with amazing rapidity/
Like the evening cloud, as anger;/ Arrogance and
rotten misanthropy,/ It will divide its own house
and estrange/ Near relatives and antagonise
classes/ And finally annihilate the whole world”
(translated by PC Gangadharan). However, the
long narrative poems ChintavishtayayaSitaand
Karunaare widely considered his finest works.
Sita is part monologue, in which the queen of
Ayodhya, in exile in Valmiki's ashram, reflects
on her life. Deeply philosophical, it gives Sita
agency, whoquestions the deep patriarchy that
underline Raghu’slineage and Raghava's court.
An exquisite piece, it reveals a poet in absolute
control of his craft and content. He blends phi-
losophy, drama, love, anger, compassionin per-
fect proportion todeliver a catharticexperience
of the human condition.

Kuyil opens with Narayana Guru’s conse-
cration of a temple in Aruvippuram in 1888, a
landmarkevent in Kerala history that Gurude-
scribed as the consecration of Ezhava Sivan
when the Brahmin orthodoxy questioned his
act. The biopicis not merely an exercise in mar-
shalling facts; it is more of another artist trying
tounderstand the outer and inner worlds Asan
journeyed through during the most creative
phase of his life. So, despite Asan’s personaasa
social figure, he is rarely seen among the crowds
in Kuyil: The poetis mostly seenina contempla-
tive mood, with his dear wife, Bhanumathi,and
close friends such as Sahodaran Ayyappan.

So, why Asan now? Kumaran believes that
Asan, despite the voluminous literature on the
poet, has not been understood fully or holisti-
cally by Malayalis. His life and work call for a
new interpretation: Oursisatime of forgetting,
forgetfulnessis all pervasive in culture, history,
Kumaran says. Political thought and political
work blend seamlessly in Asan’s life. At the in-
sistence of Guru, Asan had become the founder
secretary of SNDP Yogamin 1903,a communi-
tarian outfit of the Ezhava community, after re-
turning from his studies in Bangalore, Madras
and Calcutta. Kumaran points out that Asan’s
writingsin Vivekodayam,amagazine he edited,
suggest that the poet was essentially a philoso-
pher: He has a vision of emancipation that
glows despite being in the shadow of Guru. It
was Asan who brought a lot of clarity to the
Malayali consciousness with his reflections on
love, freedom, man-woman relations, the need
to reject caste and so on, Kumaran says. Also,
Kumaran was drawn to the storyteller in Asan
— his major poems are well-constructed narra-
tives. The movie takesits title froma poem Asan
wrote in anguish when he was targeted by his
rivals in the SNDP Yogam.

Asan needs to be re-read, recognised as a
seminal figure of Kerala renaissance.
Gramavrikshathile Kuyil is a remarkable effort
atsituating Kumaran Asan as arenaissance fig-
ure and adeeply contemplative poet. It should
help the world beyond Kerala discover Asan,
whose 150th birth anniversary falls in 2023.

too, this year. Himalayas is an ode to the high-
est mountain range on Earth, with chants,
Hindustani classical vocals, sitar interludes
and myriad percussion sounds. Gandhi, a
gentle ballad appreciating frogs, one of the
oldest species on the planet, dwells on the
Mahatma’s quote: “The greatness of a nation
and its moral progress can be judged by the
way its animals are treated”. “The idea is that
if you treat the voiceless well, that means that
the moral compass of the country is in place,”
says Kej, who wanted to gently draw in peo-
ple to the idea.

Kej grew up in a wooded area, amid
creepy-crawlies. When his family would run
away or step on them, it would bother Kej as
a child. “I realised early on that there was a
significance to each and every speciesin the
ecosystem. Then there was music, which also
came from nature — sounds of birds, wind,
water, trees,” he says.

Growing up in a Punjabi-Marwari fam-
ily, glued to his father’s diverse music collec-
tion that ranged from Michael Jackson, Bee
Gees, Elvis Presley, Paul Simon, and a lot of
African, European and Russian music, Kej de-
cided early on to make music his life’s path.
But his doctor-father wasn’t convinced. So,
he joined the city’s Oxford Dental College, in
1999, for a course in dental surgery. “I made
a deal with my father that once I get the de-
gree, my life would be my own,” says Kej,
who played with a couple of bands in college
that led him to radio commercials. “In den-
tal college, | began to take on jingle projects.
I completed my degree a few years later but
did not practise for even a day,” says Kej, who
made commercials for a number of brands,
from foods and beverages companies to tele-
com, creating music for more than 3,500
commercials. “It was the best music educa-
tion I could have got, working with diverse
clients from all over the world,” he says.

But he stopped making commercial mu-
sic in 2013, having figured out that if these
multinational brands used music as a pow-
erful medium to sell products, it could very
well convey messages that mattered to him.
“Why not talk about subjects such as defor-
estation and gender inequality, which are
close to my heart, through music?” he
thought. Now plans to make music only to
make a positive social impact, to make the
world a better place “in my tiny capacity,”
says Kej.
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HiGH Prices HiTt APRIL FUEL SALES

New Delhi: Fuel sales fell in the first half of April as a record rise in
prices in a short 16-day period dented demand, preliminary industry
data showed Saturday. Petrol sales fell almost 10% over the same
period in the preceding month, while diesel demand slid 15.6%. PTI
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NET PROFIT AT ¥10,055.2 CRFOR FOURTH QUARTER, ¥36,961.3 CRFOR FY22

HDFC Bank Q4 net up 22.8% on better
asset quality, higherinterestincome

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 16

HDFCBANK on Saturday posted a
net profit of Rs 10,055.2 crore on
astandalone basis for the quarter
ended March 2022 (Q4FY22), up
22.8 per cent against Rs 8,186.51
crore in the year-ago period.

Net interest income (NII), the
difference between interest ear-
ned and interest expended, rose
10.2 per cent to Rs 18,872.7 crore
inQ4asagainstRs 17,120.2 crorea
year ago, with credit growth of
nearly 21 per cent and 16.8 per
cent rise in deposits on-year.

SECTOR WATCH
CONSUMER INTERNET COS

“Core net interest margin was
at 4 per cent on total assets, and
4.2 per cent based on interest-
earning assets,” the bank said.

Advancesrose 20.8 per centto
Rs 13.69 lakh crore in Q4FY22.
Retail loans grew 15.2 per cent,
commercial & rural banking loans
by 30.4 per cent, and corporate &
other wholesale loans by 174 per
cent Asset quality improved with
non-performing assets (NPAs) at
1.17 per cent of advances as
against 1.32 per cent a year ago.

“We continued to add new li-
ability relationships at a robust
pace of 2.4 million during the
quarter,” the lender said. It

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,APRIL16

AFTERIT drew theire of hote-
liers over a proposed policy to
banrestaurants based on cus-
tomer complaints about food
quality, Zomato is learnt to
have decided to defer the plan
until next month and has in-
formed restaurants thatit will
seek feedback from them on
how it canstrengthen the pol-
icy before implementing it.

Zomato, in an email sent
late Friday night to its restau-
rant partners, is learnt to have
pushed the implementation
of the policy from April 18 to
May 3.Under the policy, called
‘Severe Food Quality’ rules,
Zomato proposed it would
temporarily ban restaurants if
consumers complained about
their food quality. The plat-
form had listed the presence
of hazardous objects in food,
serving non-vegetarian food
instead of vegetarian, deliver-
ing the wrong type of meat,
and rotten food as examples of
severe food quality issues.

Zomato said it would get
feedback from stakeholders
on the policy. "We seek feed-
back from all our restaurant
partners and would like toun-
derstand from you how this
framework can be strength-
enedsoitcanbeinthebestin-
terest of all stakeholders in-
volved," Zomato is learnt to
have said in the email.

"The disablement will be
in consultation with the
restaurant management and
will only be applicable till nec-
essary remedial actions are
undertaken and verified
through an Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAl)-approved hygiene and
safety auditor;" the email said.

Onits part, the FSSAI wel-
comed Zomato’s policy, say-

Ban after complaints:
Amid pushback by
restaurants, Zomato
defers quality policy

File

ingitwould ensure customers
receive good quality food.

FSSAI CEO Arun Singhal
told The Indian Express, "We
are encouraging all stakehold-
ers to offer quality food and
Zomato’s penalty against mul-
tiple offenders could make
sure that customers get food
of the highest quality."

The FSSAI had earlier
launched a hygiene rating for
restaurants, cafes, dhabas etc,
to make sure customers get
good quality food at such out-
lets. The ratings, voluntary in
nature, include several param-
eters and an inspection by lo-
cal authorities or a third-party
audit of a restaurant’s prem-
ises and food offerings.

The National Restaurants
Association of India (NRAI),
which had criticised Zomato
saying that the firm was over-
stepping with the policy, said it
was set to have a conversation
with the firm to resolve its is-
sues with the policy. "While
the intent of the policy is un-
derstandable, the implemen-
tation leaves alot of grey areas
and scope for misuse. Further
the action of delisting is dra-
conian. We have initiated dia-
logue with the Zomato Team
and conveyed our views. They
will be meeting with us next
week to resolve this in a bet-
ter, more inclusive way, keep-
ing all stakeholders in mind,"
an NRAI spokesperson said.
Zomatodid notreply toarequ-
estforcomment.Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

— BRIEFLY —
M&M stakesale

New Delhi: Mahindra & Ma-
hindra(M&M)has agreed to
sell over 34.75 lakh shares,
constituting 22.81% of the
paid-up capital,in Mahindra
Sanyo Special Steel Pvt Ltd ,
toJapan’s Sanyo Special Steel
ColLtd ina212 crore deal.

VedantaonPSU

New Delhi: Vedanta chair-
man Anil Agarwal called for
further liberalisation of de-
fence sector and corporati-
sation of defence PSUs. PTI

Activision probe

Bengaluru: Activision Blizz-
ard is cooperating with fed-
eralinvestigationsinto trad-
ing by friends of its CEO
shortly before the gaming
company disclosed its sale
to Microsoft Corp,itsaidina
filing on Friday. REUTERS

NIIRISES 10.2%

M Netinterestincome
(NII) rose 10.2% to
%18,872.7 crorein Q4 as
against317,120.2 crore
ayearago

recorded a 16.8 per cent growth
in deposits at Rs 15.59 lakh crore
as of March 2022, with CASA de-
posits rising 22 per cent and time
depositsincreasing 12.3 per cent.

Provisions and contingencies
for the quarter ended March 31,
2022 were Rs 3,312.4 crore (con-

sisting of specific loan loss provi-
sions of Rs 1,778.2 crore and gen-
eral and other provisions of Rs
1,534.2 crore) as against total pro-
visions of Rs 4,693.7 crore for the
same quarterayearago. Total pro-
visions for the current quarterin-
cluded contingent provisions of
approximately Rs 1,000 crore.
The bank held floating provi-
sions of Rs 1,451 crore and contin-
gent provisions of Rs 9,685 crore
asof March 2022. Total provisions
(comprising specific, floating, con-
tingent and general provisions)
were 182 per cent of the gross
non-performing loans. Net rev-
enues (net interest income plus

other income) in Q4 grew 7.3 per
cent to Rs 26,509.8 crore against
Rs24,714.1 crore a year ago.

For the full fiscal FY22, the
bank posted a profit of Rs 36,961.3
crore, a growth of 18.8 per cent
over the previous year,and netin-
terestincome atRs 72,009.6 crore,
up 11 per centoverayearago. The
bank’s shares fell 1.90 per cent on
the BSE to Rs 1,464.85 Thursday.

Meanwhile, as pera PITreport,
HDFC Bank said it will raise up to
Rs 50,000 crore in the next one
year by issuing bonds. Further, its
board has approved to re-appoint
RenuKarnad as non-executive di-
rector on the board for five years.

‘Debt recovery via insolvency
cases at 31%; 47% cases liquidated’

Nearly half of 3,247 insolvency cases have been resolved
via liquidation, and various resolution processes yielded
debtrecovery of 31%, an Icra report said

Y &

B\

Over
10,000

applications aresstill

- ¥
pending for admission
( orrejection

¥7.52 lakhcr

claims made by creditors on their
borrowers; lenders could realise
onlyRs 2.5 lakh crore

Liquidation means lenders or
financial firms face the maximum
brunt of losses on their books

Various NCLTs admitted 4,946
bankruptcy cases till December
2021— 3,247 applications sofar
closed, while 1,699 are still
ongoing

Source: Icra Ratings/PTI

Report details: The data from the Insolvency & Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) covers all cases since
implementation of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) five years ago till December 2021

Become supply hub, set J10L cr
target: Goyal to plastics industry

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL16

COMMERCE MINISTER Piyush
Goyal on Saturday asked the
country’s plastics sector to set a
target to become a Rs 10 lakh-
crore industry in the near future
by expanding the domestic and
export markets as well as by fol-
lowing import substitution.
Felicitating exporters at
Exports Excellence Awards organ-
ised here by PLEXCONCIL, India’s
apex trade body of plastics ex-
porters, Goyal said, “India’s plas-
tics industry’s economic activity
is worth Rs 3 lakh crore annually,
out of which one-third is ex-
ported. There is a significant
growth potential for the Indian

plastics industry to become the
world’s premium supply hub.”

“It can target to take its eco-
nomic activity to a Rs 10-lakh
crore industry. This could be
achieved through more exports
and import substitution, whichin
turn will create immense job op-
portunities,” he added.

Goyal praised the plastics sec-
tor for its performance on the ex-
ports front, as the industry
achieved exports of $13 billion in
FY22 withagrowth of 30 per cent
and lauded the export target of
$25 billionit has set for 2025.“The
plasticsindustry has done wellon
the exports and domestic fronts
and contributed significantly dur-
ing the pandemic, particularly in
supporting the healthcare sup-
plies to the country.”

He said the Centre was sup-
porting plastic manufacturers,
particularly to ensure that more
MSMEs take advantage of na-
tional and global opportunities
and provide more job opportuni-
ties to marginalised sectors.

Goyal advised stakeholders of
the Indian plastics industry toup-
grade technology, equipment and
capacities to manufacture world-
class, quality products and grab
global opportunities for plastics to
become the prime player.

Arvind Goenka, chairman,
PLEXCONCIL, said, “The plasticsin-
dustryis aggressively progressing
on national and exports fronts by
achieving $13 billion of exportsin
the year 2021-22 with a 30 per
centgrowthand eying for $ 25 bil-
lion of exports by 2025.”

INTERVIEW: VICE PRESIDENT & MANAGING DIRECTOR, INDIA, META

‘Meta has not cracked all of
metaverse; want to help others
build compelling use-cases’

META, WHICH renewed its iden-
tity from Facebook last October,
will continue to work on building
access to the proposed metaverse
through devices that enable a
moreimmersive version of the in-
ternet, AJIT MOHAN, Vice
President and Managing Director,
India, Meta told AASHISH ARYAN
and PRANAV MUKUL in an inter-
view. He also spoke about the fu-
ture of internet advertising in the
metaverse and the company’s
plans in the upcoming auction of
broadcasting rights for the Indian
Premier League. Edited excerpts:

Given that political ads
comprise a small proportion
of your revenue and the heat
that they bring through
allegations of the platform
beingbiased, how does the
cost-benefit work out?

Idon’t have a point of view on
this, really. This is, globally, one of
the calls that we took a while back.
In the context of the role that we
canplay —justas businesses con-
nect to consumers, we have dis-
covered that our platforms are
used todrive causes. We saw that
one of the roles we played in the
pandemic was to bring attention
to the public health agenda. The
code of the platform is that you
can build communities and get a
message across, and therefore I
can imagine the utility from a
campaign point of view as well.
When you look at political ads as
a percentage of total (revenues)
both in India and globally, it be-
comes pretty apparent that the
driver for us is not revenue.

Companies across the world
have stepped up their
metaverse investments. How
does the future of advertising
oninternet change on Web 3.0
and the metaverse?

In avery short period of time,
from when we articulated the
ideaof metaverse and the change
of identity to Meta, there hasbeen
massive excitement from across
industry and business leaders
across the spectrum, and I've seen
this excitement in India as well.

Leaders instinctively get the
power of amore immersive inter-
net, and what it means to move
from 2D to 3D, notjust fromacon-
sumer point of view — with use
cases such fitness and gaming —
butalso from enterprise perspec-
tive, if they can engage with these
users in a more immersive man-
ner. We have been pretty open in
saying that we do notknow all the
answers at the moment.

“l don’t think we're

amediacompany. |
think we partner
with other media
companies, and
hopefully they’ve
seenvaluein
leveraging our
platforms”

AJIT MOHAN

Going back to the acquisition
of Oculus in 2014, the company
has been making hefty invest-
ments in AR (augmented reality)
and VR (virtual reality) forawhile
now. We have noillusion that we
are building the metaverse. We
know that we are going to con-
tribute towhat willbecome meta-
verse and that different compa-
nies will create different spaces. It
should be interoperable, a lot
more than what mobile internet
was. At the same time, we do not
have any illusion that we have
cracked all of it, either in terms of
technology or how interoperabil-
ity will work, or even what the dif-
ferent revenue streams will be.
What we do know is that there is
goingtobe alot of workonaccess
side on devices that enable more
immersive version of the internet.

Governments and regulators
are debating on formulating
policies for cryptocurrencies
and NFTs, and the metaverse?
How important is it for these
policies tobe laid down as
early as possible?

On the last version of the in-
ternet,alot of these laws and poli-
cies had to be developed post facto.
We saw this explosive growth and
innovation which had a huge im-
pactonglobal economy as well as
the impact on the ability of peo-
pletoconnectinaseamless man-
ner. But we also discovered that
there werealot of bad actors who
could do great harm. Eveninsome
of our own works — we have had
alot of fundamental product work

Catching fire over e-scooters, Okinawa recalls 3,

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL16

TWO-WHEELEV maker Okinawa
Autotech said it was recalling
3,215 units of its Praise Pro scooter
to fix any issues related to batter-
ies, in what is the first instance of
avoluntaryrecall by an electricve-
hicle (EV) manufacturer in India.

“The batteries will be checked
for loose connectors or any dam-
age and be repaired free of charge
atany of the Okinawa authorised
dealerships pan India,” Okinawa
said ina statement.

“The electric 2W maker is

working closely with the dealer
partners to ensure that the repair
experience is as per the conven-
ience of its customers, for which
the vehicle owners will be con-
tacted individually,” it added.
The moves comes weeks after
an Okinawa electric scooter burst
into flames, claiming the lives of a
man and his 13-year-old daugh-
ter. At the time, the company had
claimed the fireinits electric two-
wheeler was an “evident case of
short circuit due to negligence in
charging the vehicle”. The com-
pany said it was waiting for the
complete investigation to unfold.
Earlier this week, NITI Aayog

SIMILAR INCIDENTS AMONG OTHER EV MAKERS

B The moves comes weeks
after an Okinawa electric
scooter burst into flames,
claiming the lives of aman
and his 13-year-old
daughter. At the time, it had
claimed the fire was an
“evident case of short
circuit due to negligence in
charging the vehicle”

M Over the past few weeks,
more than a dozen electric
scooters have caught fire,
including those
manufactured by Ola
Electric, Pure EVand
Jitendra EV, aside from
Okinawa. The companies
have launched respective
probes into the incidents

CEO Amitabh Kant had, during a
mediainterview, urged manufac-
turers to voluntarily recall EV

batches involved in fire incidents.
Okinawa — established in
2016 out of amanufacturing facil-

‘Poison pill’: Twitter plan to fight Musk’s takeover bid

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,APRIL16

ADAY after Tesla chief Elon Musk
made a $43-billion offer to buy
Twitter, the microblogging plat-
form’s board has armed itself
againsta possible hostile takeover
by taking recourse to what is
called a “limited-duration share-
holder rights plan”, also referred
toasa “poison pill”.

Poison pill — nuclear option
against a hostile takeover

This rights plan essentially al-
lows existing shareholders to pur-
chase freshly issued shares in a
company atadiscount to the trad-
ing price, effectively making any
possible buyout plan extremely
costly and prohibitive for the party
planninga hostile takeover. In this
case, the move will prevent any-
one from having more than a 15
per cent stake in Twitter by allow-
ing existing shareholders to buy
additional shares at a discount.

The Twitter board detailed its de-
fence plan to the US Securitiesand
Exchange Commission (SEC) and
put out a statement saying it was
needed because of Mr Musk’s
“unsolicited, non-binding pro-
posal to acquire Twitter”.

In fact, Musk, who offered to
buy Twitter for $43 billion for
$54.20/share in cash for a 9.2 per
cent stake in Twitter, seems to
havebeendisplaced as the largest
shareholder in the platform.

US registered in-
vestment advisor
Vanguard Group, on
April 8,disclosed that
it now owns 82.4
million shares of
Twitter, which
means 10.3 per cent
of the company, ac-
cording to the most recent pub-
licly available filings with the US
SEC. As per the filing, the asset-
manager increased its stakeinthe
company at some point during
the first quarter.

Another high-profile Twitter

EXPLAINED

Tesla CEO Elon MusK’s
$43-bn offer for Twitter has
been called “hostile”. Reutersfile

investor, Al Waleed
bin Talal Al Saud — a
Saudi royal — has said
that Musk’s offer to
buy the microblog-
ging platform is too
. low. Al Saud, in a

tweet on April 15, re-
jected MusK's offer.

“I don’t believe that the pro-
posed offer by Elon Musk ($54.20)
comes close to the intrinsic value
of Twitter given its growth
prospects,” the Saudi prince
tweeted. “Being one of the largest

and long-term shareholders of
Twitter, @Kingdom_KHCandIre-
jectthis offer.”

A takeover bid is deemed as
hostile when a company attempts
to acquire another against the
wishes of that company’s man-
agement. In the Twitter case, the
management is represented by
the platform’s executive board.
Theboard hasindicateditis view-
ing the Musk offer as “hostile”.

MusKk’s plan

Musk has gone backand forth
on this. His latest plan, according
to him, is to buy Twitter outright
and then taking it private “to re-
store itscommitment” towhathe
calls “free speech.” But his offer,
which seemed to have gotten a
clear thumbs down from in-
vestors, raises multiple questions,
including whether he’s serious in
the first place and does he have
the funds to do this.

His objective for this move to
take over Twitter is also fuzzy, in-
cluding his promise of ensuring

that it lives up to its potential as a
“platform for free speech.” Musk
insisted last Thursday that his plan
was triggered by the realisation
that “having a public platform that
is maximally trusted and broadly
inclusive is extremely important
to the future of civilization.”

What stands in Musk’s way
Since Musk does not have any
presence in the social media
space, his proposal to buy Twitter
is unlikely to raise any antitrust
flags. However, there are still ques-
tion marks over how he would

fund the $43 billion purchase.
Bloomberg columnist Matt
Levine wrote in an opinion piece
that funding the 9.2 per cent buy
inTwitter would have been much
easier given that Musk only just
diluted Tesla stock worth nearly
$16billion. However, to finance his
purchase of the rest of Twitter’s
shares would mean tapping into
his remaining $55 billion worth of
Tesla shares. Fullreport on
wwwi.indianexpress.com

New Delhi

ity in Bhiwadi, Rajasthan — sold
over 46,000 electric scooters in
FY22, according to data from the
Federation of Automobile Dealers
Association(FADA). The company
had a market share of 0.39 per
cent. In March this year, the com-
pany sold over 8,000 e-scooters.
Over the past few weeks, more
than a dozen electric scooters
have caught fire, including those
manufactured by Ola Electric,
Pure EV and Jitendra EV, aside
from Okinawa. The companies
have launched respective investi-
gationsinto the instances toascer-
tain the reasons behind the fires.
The Ministry of Road

and policy changes over the last
fewyears on the back of recognis-
ing that. We have the opportunity
to learn from that as we think
about how to design the different
building blocks that will form the
metaverse over the next 5-10
years. For example, we have been
baking in privacy as a core design
principle in to every product fea-
tureand itwill translate quite well.
We have to proactively work with
stakeholders, including regulators
around the world to make sure
that we build these frameworks
in a way that allows innovation
but absorbs the learnings of the
last 20 years.

Would Meta be interested in
buying rights to broadcast IPL?

One, I don’t think we’re a me-
dia company. [ think we partner
with other media companies,and
hopefully they’ve seen value in
leveraging our platforms. We our-
selves don’t see us as a media
company. [ don’t think we will
build particular use cases. We are
thinking more along the lines that
we can build frameworks and
help with foundational tools on
both the software and hardware
side that will enable other devel-
opers to build compelling use
cases for the metaverse.

The role that Meta has is fun-
damentally around building the
toolkits, enabling other partners
and developers, and therefore in
this context, we don’t have the in-
tention to bid for IPLrights thatare
opening upin the next few weeks.
Itis the context of the role we see
ourselvesin, of building the meta-
verse, and not because we think
IPL is not a fantastic property. I
have seen the power of IPL in
building (Disney+) Hotstar.

Interms of the Apple privacy
changes, globally, there’sa$10-
billion impact that Meta said it
will see as aresult of the new
policy. For India, could you
provide any qualitative or
quantitative insights into what
impact is being seen by Meta?
There are no numbers to
share. What we've publicly an-
nounced over the last few weeks,
and what’s to come, we've clearly
worked to make sure that some of
the underreporting on web con-
versions that have come on the
backof the Apple changes are ad-
dressed. That will continue. The
only other thing to call out is that
Apple oriOS is a very small share
of the total devices in India.
Fullinterview on
www.indianexpress.com

215 units

Transport and Highways, mean-
while, too has ordered a probe
intothe incidents and ropedinthe
Centre for Fire Explosive and
Environment Safety (CFEES), a
unit of the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), to constitute an inde-
pendentteamand carry outanin-
vestigation into the incidents.

While conclusive reasons be-
hind these incidents are yet to be
made clear, industry experts said
the rising temperatures in the
country and manufacturing de-
fects —both in hardware and soft-
ware — could be possible causes
behind the fires.

Goldman, JPMorgan
to be Twitter advisers

REUTERS
NEW YORK, APRIL 16

GOLDMAN SACHS Group Inc has
been advising the board of
Twitter Inc on its deliberations,
folllowing Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s
$43-billion offer to buy the so-
cial media platform.

On Friday, Bloomberg News
reported that the Twitter board
had tapped JPMorgan Chase Co
Incas asecond financial adviser.

Twitter had, meanwhile, on
Friday adopted a ‘poison pill’ to
limit Musk’s ability to raise his
stake in the social media plat-
form, as technology-focussed
private equity firm Thoma Bravo
emerged to challenge his $43 bil-
lion bid.

It is not clear how much
Thoma Bravo would be prepared
to offer and there is no certainty
that such a bid will materialise,

Industry sources said it
remains possible thata
private equity firm will
boost Elon Musk’s bid
for Twitter by
partnering with him

sources said.

Industry sources said it re-
mains possible that a private eq-
uity firm will boost Musk’s bid
by partnering with him.

Silver Lake, a PE firm with
over $90 billion in assets under
management, would be a natu-
ral partner for Musk as it offered
financing for his $72-billion bid
for Tesla four years ago, which
Musk subsequently abandoned.
Silver Lake co-chief executive
Egon Durban also sits on
Twitter’s board.
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Liverpool hang
on for 3-2 FA
Cup semifinal
win over City

REUTERS
LONDON, APRIL 16

SPORTLINE: Long jumper Jeswin Aldrin, 20, made heads turn with a series of 8-metre-plus jumps this
season and a gold medal at the Federation Cup. The Indian Express travels to Mudalur, the village of the rising
star in athletics, to get a taste of the famous Muscoth halwa created by Aldrin's great grandfather and to trace

the journey of the shy and reticent jumper destined to break records and bag major medals

ANDREW AMSAN
THOOTHUKUDI, APRIL 16

LIVERPOOLHUNG on to beat Manchester City
3-2 at Wembley Stadium on Saturday to
reach the final of the FA Cup and end Pep
Guardiola's hopes of a treble. Juergen Klopp's
side will meet the winners of Sunday's other
semi-final between Chelsea and Crystal
Palace in the May 14th final. Guardiola opted
torest several of City's starters, including goal-
keeper Ederson, and the weakened side were
outplayed by Juergen Klopp's team in the first
half, going in 3-0 down at the interval.

Ibrahima Konate headed Liverpool ahead
from an Andy Robertson corner in the ninth
minute before a dreadful error from City's
American back-up goalkeeper Zack Steffen
gifted the Reds a second.

Steffen took too long when receiving a
back pass from John Stones and Sadio Mane
slid in to tackle the keeper and the ball flew
into the net. Mane then added another, on
the stroke of halftime, in more conventional
fashion, driving a volley past Steffen after be-
ing set up by Thiago Alcantara.

Guardiolamade no changes at the break,
even though he had options such as Kevin
De Bruyne and Riyad Mahrez to call on, but
his side did spark into life. Jack Grealish
pulled a goal back 70 seconds after the re-
sumption after Gabriel Jesus did well to beat
Fabinho and set up the England midfielder
who drilled home. Liverpool keeper Alisson
Becker was alert to get out quickly and foil
Gabriel Jesus as the Brazilian burst goalwards
but while City were improved they still were
far from their usual levels of chance creation.

It was puzzling that Guardiola only made
one of his possible five changes in the sec-
ond half, bringing Mahrez on seven minutes
from the end although the introduction of
the Algerian did make a big impact.

Mahrez cutin from the right and dribbled
along the byline before a low ball went
through Alisson then Bernardo Silva made it
3-2 in stoppage time. That prompted a fran-
tic final few minutes with Ferandindho and
Mabhrez both seeing shots deflected out for
corners while Raheem Sterling's weak shot
was easily saved by Alisson. At the other end
Steffen did well to stop Roberto Firmino as
Liverpool looked to finish off the contest but
the final whistle confirmed their place in their
15th FA Cup final but their first in ten years.

For City it was the third straight season in
which they have lost in the last four of the FA
Cup. Liverpool remain in contention for four
trophies having won the League Cup,
reached the semi-finals of the Champions
League and still being in the race for the
Premier League title where they sit a point
behind leaders City.

MUDALUR, A quiet village in Thoothukudi
district of Tamil Nadu, is known for its
churches, Muscoth halwa and now for the
country's latest long jump sensation Jeswin
Aldrin.

The 20-year-old with multiple entries in
the 8 metre-club and a gold medal at the
Federation Cup has strong links to faith and
the delicacy. The Singhalese-inspired sweet
was first made by Aldrin’s great grandfather
Joseph Abraham. Aldrin's family is
Pentecostal. In Mudalur there are seven
churches. The village is believed to be one of
the first Christian settlements in the region.
Hence the name Mudalur — first village.

Aldrin is deeply rooted in his faith. The
first line in his Twitter bio says, “Believe in
God”. At the main door of his house, there is
abanner with a world map and a verse from
the Bible printed on it. The hall has framed
bible verses on the walls.

As Aldrinand his family gathered for their
first meal after he returned home with the
gold medal, his father Johnson quipped:
“You've been to what three countries now?
Our halwato 12.”

The family runs two bakeries - one is
owned by Abraham's sons. The halwa, which
is exported, is made in a kitchen behind their
shop. Halwa, long jump and medals are con-
versation topics during the fish curry and rice
meal. Johnson jokes that Aldrin hasimmense
growth potential just like the family’s halwa
business. He is spot on.

Since his first 8 metre-plus jump at the
Indian Grand Prix in March, Aldrin has
crossed the coveted distance five times - in
one evening in Kozhikode during the
Federation Cup earlier this month. One of
those efforts was wind-assisted 8.37 metres.
His next-best matched the previous national
record of 8.26m and earned him a spot in the
Indian team for the World Championships
in Oregon and surpassed the qualifying stan-
dard for the Asian Games and the
Commonwealth Games.

Aldrins’ growth as a top athlete began
when as a sporty kid he took a liking for the
outdoors. He was spotted at the school
ground more often than in the classroom. He
was part of the school’s kho-kho and volley-
ball team and was a decent runner as well.
When it came to track and field, he tried his
hand at high jump first.

“We got a jump pit stitched at a local fur-
niture store just for Aldrin. We used fixed
poles to put the bar on. It was tough to pro-
cure ajumping pit for just one student so we
managed with what we could. I think that is
one of the reasons Aldrin moved to long

Blood, sweet and gold

He used to come and practice for
hours at the school ground. On
weekends he used to go to Anna
Stadium, more than an hour away,
to practice at the synthetic track.
Most kids in our school don’t even
know what a synthetic trackis
yet.”

BENSON,
VOLLEYBALL COACH AT ALDRIN'S SCHOOL

Jeswin Aldrin at the family-owned bakery, which is famous for the Muscoth
halwa. (L) With his parents Esther and Johnson. After winning the Fed Cup gold.

jump,” AnittaIrene, one of the physical edu-
cation teachers at the Daniel Thomas
Matriculation Higher Secondary School, said.

High jump’s loss was long jump’s gain.
Johnson believes long jump was always
Aldrin’s true calling. He recalls Aldrin making
a dash to the long jump pit to
watch as soon as he had finished
the high jump competition at
junior meets. Aldrin didn’t take
much time to pick up the long
jump technique and soon started
accumulating gold medals in al-
most every meet.

Benson, a volleyball coach at
Aldrin’s school, feels no one but %
theyoungster deserves creditfor _'}"'
becoming one of the finest ath- '
letes in the country. “He used to come and
practice for hours at the school ground. On
weekends he used to go to Anna Stadium,
more than an hour away, to practice at the
synthetic track. Most kids in our school don’t
even know what a synthetic track is yet,”
Benson said.

A major turning point in Aldrin's career
occurred during the 2019 junior nationals in
Ranchi. French coach Antony Yaich, the for-
mer head of track-and-field at JSW’s Inspire
Institute of Sport (IIS), saw potential in a
young Aldrin.

Aldrin’s elasticity stood out
for the Frenchman. Yaich made a
major change though. He asked
Aldrin to adopt a more efficient
method of hitch-hike technique
-- where the jumper completes
a cyclic-kick motion while air-
borne -- instead of the hang
technique.

“Ithink Antony deserves alot
of credit. Aldrin is here because
of his strict training. Initially, we
were hesitant about sending Aldrin to Bellary
to train at IIS but Antony is good at convinc-
ing. He just asked us to visit once. When we
saw the facilities we couldn’t say no," Aldrin’s
uncle Simon Issac said. The uncle saw the po-
tential in Aldrin years before coach Yaich did.

When Aldrin was finishing high school,

his parents wanted him to focus on academ-
ics and secure admission at a top college. “I
had to do a lot of convincing. I explained to
them that Aldrin would get into the best in-
stitutions and also secure a good job all be-
cause of sports,” Issac said.

Aldrin is reserved and likes to keep his
replies brief, mostly monosyllables. When at
home, he wears his headphones and plays
games on his mobile phone. He also likes to
stay away from the limelight. When he was
called to studios by Tamil news channels af-
ter his Federation Cup gold, he hesitantly
agreed. ““Do we really have to do it now? ‘Can
you tell them [ will give interviews after win-
ning an Olympic medal’,” Issac recalled.

Those who know Aldrin say he opens up
and is a warm person once he gets to know
someone well. “He gets attached. He loves
his friends and was always up to some mis-
chief with them. He loves talking with his
friends,” Irene said.

Aldrin has just recently started training
with two-time World Championship medal-
list from Cuba, Yoandri Betanzos and the re-
sults are already showing. All his 8 plus
jumps have been registered post the Cuban
coach’s arrival. Aldrin’s recent spike in per-
formance means he and national record
holder Sreeshankar Murali will be pushing
each other to excel. Just like they did during
the Federation Cup.

The two jumpers going head-to-head had
made for great viewing in what was the best
long jump competition ever on Indian soil.
The challenge for Aldrin will be to consis-
tently produce the big jumps at the major
competitions. An 8.37m jump, without wind
assistance, could land him an international
medal. “Things are working well with
Yoandri. There are a lot of areas that he has
found that I need to work on. I will be train-
ing hard and giving it my best,” Aldrin said.

As Aldrin prepares for a busy year, the
family will be praying that the wind doesn’t
play spoilsport again. “I did a lot of research
about the wind assistance and rules post the
Fed Cup.Ithink I have become an expert my-
self,” father Johnson, who not only follows
his son’s progress but keeps tabs on jumpers
around the world, said.

Esther, Aldrin’s mother, is also clued in
about her son’s career. “I stream all my son’s
competitions and follow his events reli-
giously,” she said. “Tell me which event you
followed?” Aldrin asked in jest.

“I know your latest effort would have
placed you second in last year’s top-10 list,”
she replied. Aldrin thinks and nods. The boy
from Mudalur, with his feet firmly on the
ground, at times needs a reminder of the gi-
ant strides he has made. The eldest sonin the
family is becoming a household name, just
like the halwa his great grandfather created.
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plays the queen of clubs and then discards the seven of diamonds. West then
plays the jack of clubs and you must take stock of a ially d: it-
uation. If you ruff West's club in dummy with the seven of hearts, East might
overruff with the jack of hearts. The odds of East having the jack of hearts are

tendencies are supported by the
fact that your romantic charms
and social skills will be at their

make a quick decision. A
personal dilemma deserves
longer-term consideration, so

alignments. The celestial spheres are
presenting you with the chance to lay
yourself on the line over the next year.

15. Operasinger (5)
16. Writing tables (5)
19. Without peer (9)
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second trump play. It appears, from his discards that he has something good
indiamonds and possibly spades as well. Here is one approach for continuing

and your domestic affairs, you
must proceed as fast as you can
to put all family and other close

personal relationships and, if
you fall out with colleagues, you
will damage your own
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4.Drive aweapon violently in some

One last burst of enthusiasm helps you
push forward with new plans. However,

relationships on a proper
footing. Aside from more serious

prospects. The answer is simple,
don'ttry to foist your ideas on
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doesn'tit? However, making the contractisacinchif East has both the queen
of spades and the king of diamonds as it appears he does. I'll give you a hint.
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SPORT

PLAYING TODAY
Indian Premier League
PBKS vs SRH, 3.30pm,

GTvs CSK, 730pm,

Live on Star Sports Network

— BRIEFLY —

India win jr Davis Cup
Asia/Oceania Final

Qualifying

New Delhi :India made history by win-
ning the Junior Davis Cup
Asia/Oceania Final Qualifying event
witha2-1 victory over Japan at the RK
Khanna Stadium here on Saturday.
Down 0-1 after Bhushan Haobam's 3-
6 6-3 2-6 loss to Naoya Honda, sev-
enth seed India bounced back to win
the remaining single and doubles rub-
bers and claim the event. Rushil
Khosla brought India level with a 6-3
3-6 6-0 win over Yuta Tomida and in
the deciding doubles rubber the
Indian duo outplayed their rivals 6-3
6-4. PTI

Tsitsipas setsup
semis clash with Zverev

Monte Carlo: Defending champion
Stefanos Tsitsipas came out on top
from a thrilling quarter-final clash
with Diego Schwartzman, prevailing
6-2 6-7(3) 6-4 on Friday to set up a
meeting with Alexander Zverev at the
Monte Carlo Masters. The Greek third
seed was 5-2 up in the second set but
inexplicably lost the plot and trailed
4-0 in the decider before rediscover-
ing his touch.He will take on
Alexander Zverev for a place in
Sunday's final after the German world
number three claimed an epic 5-7 6-
37-6(5)victory against Italian Jannik
Sinner. Earlier, Spain's Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina reached his first
Masters semi-final by beating
American Taylor Fritz 2-6 6-4 6-3 and
will take on Bulgarian Grigor
Dimitrov. REUTERS

BAl trials: Sai continues

winning streak

New Delhi: World No. 19 B Sai Praneeth
continued his unbeaten run as he de-
feated Sourabh Verma in the stage 2 A
men's singles group at BAI's selection
trials for the upcoming major interna-
tional team events here on Saturday.
Praneeth, 2017 Singapore Open cham-
pion, saw off national champion Verma
21-1415-21 21-13 in a thrilling match
at the K. D. Jadhav Hall inside Indira
Gandhi Stadium Complex. The
Hyderabad shuttler will next take on
Kiran George and Ansal Yadav, who
also crossed the preliminary round and
are clubbed in stage 2 A group, out of
which the topper will play forrank 1 to
4inaround-robin format. PTI

IWL: Keralabag
12-0 winvs Odisha

Bhubaneswar: Gokulam Kerala FC be-
gan their title defence in the top-tier
Indian Women's League on aruthless
note, slamming a dozen goals past a
hapless Odisha Police here on
Saturday. Indianattacking midfielder
Manisha Kalyan wreaked havocin op-
position's defence with five goals
(17th, 26th, 33rd, 48th, 73rd minutes)
as the Aditi Chauhan-led side struck
six goals in each half.Substitute
Elshaddai (61st,86th)struckadouble,
while the other goalscorers for the
Malabarians were Win Theingi Tun
(25th), Dangmei Grace (37th),Ranjana
Chanu(70th)and Karishma Shirvolkar
(77th). PTI

Giants, Rahul give Mumbai no respite

LSG captain KL Rahul’s unbeaten hundred sets the tone for 18 run win over laggards MI who remain winless so far this season

SYNOPSIS: Rahul’s classy ton sets up
Super Giants’ win, as MI go deeper in
the mire

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
APRIL16

SURYAKUMAR Yadav’s dismissal off a Ravi
Bishnoi long-hop typified Mumbai Indians’
season so far. But as long as Kieron Pollard was
there, there was life in MI. The big man tried
his best, but gradually the asking rate climbed
to 20-plus. Twenty-six runs were required off
the final over and Ml lost by 18 runs, chasing
200 for victory. Lucknow Super Giants won not
only because KL Rahul led from the front and
scored a mighty fine century, but collectively
they played better cricket than their opponents
to thoroughly deserve their victory. Super
Giants went to eight points from six games,
while after six straight defeats, MI's fall from
the perch has been spectacular.

Rahul’s classy ton

In the 16th over during Super Giants’ in-
nings, as Jasprit Bumrah came back for his final
spell, the Brabourne Stadium D] belted out:
‘Boom, Boom Bumrah’. MI looked flat on the
field and their fans were subdued.

In the MI dug-out, Sachin Tendulkar and
Zaheer Khan were having a conversation. Of
course, it's not known if the conversation be-
tween the two former India stalwarts, now part
of the MI support staff, was about Rohit
Sharma’s use of Bumrahin this game. By then,
Rahul was bossing and the Ml skipper proba-
bly missed a trick by not using his best bowler
against the Super Giants’ skipper right at the
beginning. Rahul’s unbeaten century in his
100th IPL appearance was a result of keeping
things simple and steadily growing into the
game. In top fettle, his batting is very easy on
the eye and 66 runs in boundaries and over-
boundaries, out of 103 not out off 60 balls, at-
tested a fine conversion rate in terms of put-
ting away loose deliveries. But MI barely
attacked him upfront, when like most bats-
men he was vulnerable.

Twice in this tournament, Rahul has got out
to golden ducks and one of those was against
Rajasthan Royals in the previous game. Sunil
Gavaskar on air was imploring Rohit to start
the proceedings with Bumrah: “Confront the
man who got out twice in the first ball in this
tournament with your best bowler.” The MI
skipper started off with the part-time off-spin
of Tilak Varma instead. Rahul was very keen to
get off the mark. He got a short delivery from
the offieand pummelled a pull for a four. When
Bumrah was eventually brought into the at-
tackin the fourth over, both Rahul and Quinton
de Kock had played themselves in.

The hallmark of Rahul’s batting was the
way he converted the hittable balls to opti-
mum effect. MI bowlers, bar Bumrah, were
generous enough to bowl an overdose of loose
deliveries. Tymal Mills was the culprit-in-chief;
offering width, bowling in the slot and not
bowling to his field. His final over, 19th of the in-
nings, was particularly poor. He bowled length
outside off, bowled an ll-disguised slower de-
livery to Deepak Hooda to concede a six,
missed his line completely to bowl a big wide
and served a half-volley outside off to Rahul to
give away another four. The last four took Rahul
to his century. That 22-run-over ensured that
MIwould have to chase 200. Mills went for 54
runs without a wicket in his three overs. Used
to Trent Boult’s quality, this has been a serious
let-down for the five-time champions.

Rahul was always looking to bat long and
once he got into the groove, there was no stop-
ping him. He took his singles and doubles well,
allowing fours and sixes to take care of them-

KL Rahul’s unbeaten century in his 100th IPL appearance was a result of keeping things simple and steadily growing into the game.

IPLTABLE

TEAM |M | W | L | PT | NRR
GT |5]|4|1]8 0450
ISG | 6| 4|28 |029%
RB | 6| 4|28 0142
RR |5|3|2|6 0389
PBKS | 5| 32| 6 |0239
KKR | 6| 3|36 0223
SRH | 5| 3|26 |-019
DC |5]2]|3|4|0219
K | 5] 1|4 20745
M |6|0|6|0 |-1048

selves. He also thrived on partnership batting
- 52 runs (33 balls) with de Kock to start with
followed by a 72-run (47 balls) association with
Manish Pandey and a 43-run (21 balls) part-
nership with Hooda at the death. MI's ground
fielding was average. Misfields came thickand
fast. Super Giants' fielding, on the contrary, was
excellent.

Deeper in the mire

In the end, after another batting failure
from Rohit and one more disappointing knock
from Ishan Kishan, it had become Surya-or-
bust for ML Rohit showed intent, when he re-
gally clipped Avesh Khan over mid-wicket. But
he got out a couple of balls later, trying to run
one down to third manand gettinga thinedge
to wicketkeeper. Dewald Brevis came and
readily took the attack to the opposition.
Dushmantha Chameera bowled a peach to
beat the youngster. Brevis’ response was a
stunning six over long-on. Back-to-back fours
ensued before Brevis turned his attention to
Avesh with consecutive boundaries. It was in-
credible hitting, but inexperience came to the
fore. Brevis made room but mis-hit an Avesh
full-toss straight to Hooda at extra-cover. The
teenager got ahead of himself. Kishan seems
to be bogged down by his Rs 15.25 crore price
tag. Ithas made his batting cagey. Afteralabo-
rious 17-ball 13, the southpaw dragged a
Marcus Stoinis off-cutter on to the stumps. At
57/3, Ml looked to Surya to get out of the
woods. Over-reliance on individuals cost the
teamdear.
Brief scores: LSG199 for 4 (Rahul 103,
Pandey 38, Unadkat 2-32) beat MI
(Suryakumar 37, Brevis 31, Avesh 3-30) by
18runs

Sportzpics for IPL

Blazing Karthik goes boom-boom,
spells doom for Delhi Capitals

SYNOPSIS: Dinesh Karthik’s 66 off 34
revived RCB from 92 for 5 to 189,
which was enough to quell Delhi
Capitals by 16 runs

ABHISHEK PUROHIT
APRIL16

DINESH KARTHIK produced another turn-
around for Royal Challengers Bangalore, and
achase of 190 was beyond Delhi Capitals de-
spite David Warner’s fifty as Josh Hazlewood
came up with a three-wicket burst.

Maxwell v Kuldeep

This was DC’s first game of the season at
Wankhede Stadium. On the larger square
outfields at the Brabourne, DY Patil and
Maharashtra Cricket Association stadiums,
Kuldeep Yadav had had more leeway to toss
the ball up and slow it down. He’d collected
10 wickets in four games at an average of
12.4 and an economy-rate of 7.75. But the
smaller Wankhede turf was going to be a
bigger challenge.

When Kuldeep was broughtonin the ninth
over, Maxwell had worked himself into some
rhythm. And DC captain Rishabh Pant had
taken the risk of giving Kuldeep the end from
which Maxwell could eye the shorter bound-
ary with the slog. And right away, Maxwell
looted 23 runs off the over; two sixes and a four
were swung to deep midwicket. Kuldeep tried
to make Maxwell hit to the longer side, bowl-
ing full and wide, and Maxwell obliged with a
driven four to deep extra cover.

Before Kuldeep came on, RCB were strug-
gling on 47 for 3 after eight overs. Maxwell’s
assault seemed to have switched the momen-
tum in his side’s favour. Wiser after the storm,
Kuldeep now changed ends. And the first ball,
which was floated up full, Maxwell tamely
chipped to long-on, instead of going full-
blooded for another maximum. He had been
kept to 55 off 34, and Kuldeep had had his re-
venge.

DKvDC

There are few sides that will be able to more

Dinesh Karthik’s unbeaten 66 for RCB
comprised five fours and as many sixes.
Sportzpics for IPL

thandouble their score after losing half the side
for 92 by the 12th over. But RCB have already
been rescued time and again by Dinesh Karthik
this season, and the veteran keeper-batsman
answered his side’s call for help once more.
Khaleel Ahmed, the DC left-arm seamer,
hadn’t been hit for a single six going into
Saturday night's game. He was hit for two, both
coming off Karthik’s bat. For the second one, a
slower length ball, he actually bent his knee as
if he was facing a spinner and slog-swept
cleanly. Heading into his last over, Mustafizur
Rahman had given away just 20 runs. Batsmen
had been unable to get underneath his full de-
liveries and had to be content with singles. But
Karthik launched him wherever he pleased.
There was afine reverse-hit clear of short third
man, and an authoritative swat that flew in the
gap between mid-off and extra cover.
Mustafizur went fuller to squeeze Karthik’s
swinging space but that only made him hit

David Warner's wicket was the game-turn-
ing moment allright and just in case anyone
missed the significance, Virat Kohli reminded
them with his celebrations. Warner had been
trapped Ibw after he failed to connect witha
reverse-slog and RCB had taken the decision
upstairs for the review. The bowler Wanindu
Hasaranga and Dinesh Karthik were so sure
but on first replay the point of impact
seemed a bit iffy and slowly the Bangalore
players started to disperse from the huddle.
They stopped again to check the mat-lines
replay on the big screen and were joyous to

see the verdict fall in their offer. No one more
than Kohlj, of course. After an initial cry of
fist pump and roar - just a warm up for him
- he ran a detour, cut across the path of
Warner, screaming his joy which as ever
seemed tinged with anger, before he joined
his team-mates. Warner, who was having a
chat with the umpire about the replay, had a
look at Kohli, turned to finish his conversa-
tion with the umpire and walked off. At the
end of the over, as Kohli was crossing over,
he had a look at himself on the big screen,
roaring away.

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER

Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game

Wobbling Warner

Not quite David Warner the fielder’s evening
thus far. Two mis-fields yielded two fours as
he kept diving over the ball. The first off an off
drive from Faf du Plessis was admittedly not
easy with Warner running to his left at mid-
offbut couldn’t get his lunge-stop right. Next
one was pretty straightforward one. He had
just talked to the bowler Khaleel Ahmed and
moved to mid-off when Virat Kohli drove not
too far to his right. He got there in time but
tumbled over it and had a wry smile. Apart
from the misfields, he has been his usual busy
stuff, with frequent chats to the bowlers and
pressing the captain to place him at second
slip for the new batsman Glenn Maxwell.
Every now and then, he keeps counting the
fielders too for some reason, and has the most
chats with the bowlers more than anyone else
onthe field. He also asks the ball to be thrown
to himas early as possible so that he can shine
and pass on to the bowler. Once, when Prithvi
Shaw was taking his time to pass the ball on,
Warner raised his arm first, then shouted out,
before taking a couple of steps forward to-
wards Shaw.

Lalit at ease

When Lalit Yadav
joined Delhi
Capitals couple of
years ago, he gota
text from Ricky
Ponting. "Hi Lalit,
Ponting this side!"
Yadav couldn’t be-
lieve thathe was the
recipient of a mes-
sage fromalegend. “But after that, it never felt
thatlam talking toalegend or sharing adress-
ing room with him. It felt like he’s a compan-
ion, a friend. At times, he has been harsh too,
but he stays very cool,” he told Wisden India.
“I've received a lot of nice inputs from him -
last year, he told me four, five different things
that have been helping me.” Was one of the
things how to fireadirect hit? He did a Ponting
to take out Virat Kohli, who hadn’t gone too
far down the track before changing his mind
toreturn to the crease. But by then Yadav had
rushed to his right at backward point,
swooped low, and fired a sideways throw ala
Ponting to leave Kohli stranded.

DK does what DK does

Aslog sweeponabentknee toa pacer wasjust
the start before Dinesh Karthik decided to turn
more innovative in the 17th over. He tried are-
verse lap off Khaleel Ahmed two balls later but
itdribbled off the toe end of the bat. Next over,
first ball off Mustafizur Rahman, he shuffled
outside off and tried to lap it to fine-leg but it
flew off the edge to third man boundary in-
stead. Rahman slipped in a slower cutter next
ball and winced as DK reverse-slapped it over
short third man for a one-bounce four. Next
ball was smashed through extra cover and
chants of DK DK began to echo around the
arena. He obliged by lifting two sixes, one of
which landed on the first tier over long-off.
And when Shardul rebounded after a pulled
sixwith an outside-off yorker. Pant, who gath-
ered that ball, gestured to his bowler to stay
calm, stay cool (he touched his head) & even
mouthed ‘cool cool’. DK was the real cool one,
there though.

straighter and farther, in an over that would
end with adamage of 28 runs.

Shahbaz Ahmed has beenanideal partner
to Karthik in his revival missions, and he con-
tributed a vital 32 off 21, but the standout was
undoubtedly Karthik with 66 off 34, his strike-
rate close to 200. Kuldeep had another over
left, and Pant used him for the last instead of
turning to the available part-timer seamers
Mitchell Marsh or Rovman Powell. The RCB
duo finished on a high with 17 more in the
20th.

Warner, Pant exits decisive

David Warner was in the mood alright. He
slogged Maxwell for six off the first ball he
faced and picked up Josh Hazlewood's first de-
livery for six more over deep backward square.
A powerful straight smack off Mohammed
Siraj disappeared so quickly to the rope that to
callit dismissive was an understatement.

But DCwere still behind the asking-rate go-
ing past the halfway mark. Inat No 3 for his first
game of the season, Mitchell Marsh drew out
the momentum Warner injected at the other
end, in a flail-and-miss 14 off 24 balls. Had he
not been run out at the non-striker’s end as
Wanindu Hasaranga got his fingers on a Pant
hit, he may have hurt DC further. Or he may
have scripted some astonishing turnaround.
We'll never know.

One of the decisive blows had been deliv-

ered in Hasaranga’s previous over, when
Warner had missed an attempted reverse-slog
and was found leg-before on RCB's review. It
made Virat Kohli jolt into one of his wild
screaming celebrations, not far from the de-
parting Warner. As Pant began to nail his falling
scoops over short fine, it was Kohli who'd land
the knockout punch. As Pant scythed Siraj in
the air, Kohli timed his jump perfectly at extra
cover, his outstretched right hand plucking the
balland sending the crowd wild this time. With
Pant’s exit for 34 off 17 in the 17th over, DCwere
to fall well short.
Brief scores: Royal Challengers Bangalore
189 for 5 (Karthik 66, Maxwell 55, Thakur
1-27) beat Delhi Capitals 173 for 7(Warner
66, Pant 34, Hazlewood 3-28, Siraj 2-31) by
16runs

Covid caution: No
handshakes, no hugs

Mumbai: No Delhi Capitals players will
shake hands with any player from Royal
Challengers Bangalore after the night
game at the Wankhede on April 16.Not
because there is any problem between
the two teams but it's a BCCl mandate
tothe Delhiteam after their physiother-
apist Patrick Farhatand another support
stafftested Covid positive on Friday.Itis
understood that the support staff tested
positive is the masseur. The paper un-
derstands thatthe BCCl hasissuedacir-
culartothe Delhi team requesting them
to not shake hands & hug players from
RCB after the game. The players from
teams usually congregate for a chat af-
ter games before they disperse. The
Delhi players have been advised to
maintain social distancing during chats
& use of masks have been recom-
mended. The non-playing team mem-
bers whowill watch the game from the
stands too have beenrequested to wear
their face masks throughout the game,
excepteatingordrinking. Thisis the sec-
ond positive case during this season of
IPL which is played in two cities of
Maharashtra-Mumbai & Pune. Delhi
players have tested negative & have
been cleared to take partin the game on
Saturday evening. DEVENDRA PANDEY
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