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Himachal Pradesh
Public Works Department

E-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer HP PWD KasauliDistt.Solan HP on behalf of Governor of HP invites the online bids on
item rate in electronic tendering system, in 2 cover system for the under mentioned work from the eligible and
approved contractors. Firms registered with HPPWD Department.

Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:- The Bid document is available online and bid
should be submitted in online mode on website https://hptenders.gov.in. Bidder would be required to register
in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized certifying authorities (CA) Aspiring bidders who have not
obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same from the
website :https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders
already possessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

Key dats.

1 Date of Online Publication 16.04.2022

2 Document Download Start Date 18.04.2022 11.00 AM

3 Bid Submission Start and End Date 18.04.2022 11.00 AM to 27.04.2022 at 4.00PM

4 Physical Submission of receipt of EMD and cost of tender 28.04.2022 at 10.30 AM
Document

5 Date of Opening of Bid 28.4.2022 at 11.00 AM

2 TENDER DETAILS:

(i) The tender Document shall be uploaded online in 2 cover : Cover1: shall contain Scanned copies of all”
Technical Document/Eligibility information”.
(ii) Cover 2: shall contain” BOQ/Financial Bid”, where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

4 SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:
Bidder have to submit the Original receipt of online payment towards the cost of bid document and Receipt
of online payment towards security/Earnest Money and other Technical Document, which are uploaded in
technical bid in the O/o Executive Engineer HPPWD Kasauli HP as specified in Key well before 28.04.2022
on tender opening date, failing which the bid will be declared Non-responsive.

5 Bid Opening Details:-The bid shall be opened on dated 28.04.2022 at 11.00 AM in the office Executive
Engineer, HPPWD Division Kasauli HP, by the authorised officer. In their interest the tenderer are
advised to be present along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office hap-
pens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next
working day at the same time and venue.

(i) The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 90/120 days after the
deadline date for bid submission.

(ii) Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

Executive Engineer,
Kasauli Division,
HPPWD Kasauli

On behalf of the Governor of HP.0325/HP

Job Name of Work Tentative Earnest Time Cost of
No. Cost Money Allowed Form

1 3,97,28,387/- 7,94,600/- Twelve Month 5000/-

2 66,38,120/- 98,900/- Nine Month 2000/-

Balance Work C/O Govt. Degree College Dharampur at
MandudharDisttSolan (SH:- Main building i/c. Rain harvesting tank W/S &
S/l, septic tank and road)

Widening of road from Kulhariwala to GMP Mandhala (portion Mandhala to
GMP) (SH:- C/O CD work and M/T of Link road in Km. 3/215 to 3/465 &
3/765 to 4/585) Deposit work

SXfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSXIYfS

X IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Af¶fIYfSXe Af¹fböY, SXfþÀ±ff³f, CXQ¹f´fbSX
Af¶fIYfSXe ·fU³f 2-¦fbd¸f¹ffUf»ff, ´fÔ¨fUMXe, CXQ¹f´fbSX-313001

IiY¸ffÔIY ´f. 32 (¶fe)(1)Af¶f/E»f/2022/3780 dQ³ffÔIY: 16.04.2022

Af¶fIYfSXe EUÔ ¸fô-ÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f U¿fÊ 2022-23 EUÔ U¿fÊ 2023-24 IZY
°fWX°f ¸fdQSXf IYe dSXMXZ»f AfgRY IY¸´fûdþMX QbIYf³fûÔ IZY A³fbÄff´fÂf WXZ°fb BÊ-

³fe»ff¸fe Af¸fÔÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff :
ÀfUÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸fô-ÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f U¿fÊ 2022-23
EUÔ U¿fÊ 2023-24 IZ A³fÀffS ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f U¿fÊ 2022-23 U 2023-24 (1 A´fi`»f, 2022
ÀfZ 31 ¸ff¨fÊ, 2024 °fI ) IZ d»fE ³fUe³feI S¯f ÀfZ VfZ¿f SWe ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ IZ d»fE Afg³f»ffBÊ³f
·ffS°f ÀfSI fS IZ C´fIi ¸f E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ
¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f I S³fZ W Z°fb d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS BÊ-¶fû»fe Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`:-

1. B¨LbI ¶fû»feQf°ff E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO I e ÀffBÊM ´fS dQ³ffÔI 17.04.2022 I û
´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ AfUZQ³f I S ÀfIZ ¦fZÔÜ

2. ³fe»ff¸fe ³¹fc³f°f¸f ´ffÔ¨f §f¯MZ I e Wû¦fe EU CÀfIZ ´f›f°f þ¶f °fI ¶fû»fe »f¦f°fe SWZ °f¶f
°fI 20 d¸f³fM IZ A³f³°f dUÀ°ffS (indefinite extension) °fI þfSe SWZ¦feÜ

3. QZVfe ¸fdQSf, SfþÀ±ff³f d³fd¸fÊ°f ¸fdQSf (RML), ·ffS°f d³fd¸fÊ°f dUQZVfe ¸fdQSf
(IMFL) EUÔ ¶fe¹fS I e I ¸´fûdþM QbI f³fûÔ I f dþ»fZUfS EUÔ C³fIZ AfUZQ³f Vfb»I ,
³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþUÊ ´fifBÊþ A¸ff³f°f SfdVf,²fSûWS SfdVf, ´fÔþeI S¯f I e ´fidIi ¹ff, ´fÔþeI S¯f
Vfb»I I f dUUS¯f dU·ff¦fe¹f UZ¶fÀffBÊM https:/rajexcise.gov.in EUÔ
E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM https://www.mstcecommerce.com
´fS C´f»f¶²f SWZ¦ffÜ

4. Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ W Z°fb B¨LbI AfUZQI õfSf ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ I f ¨f¹f³f
I S AfUZQ³f Vfb»I EUÔ A¸ff³f°f SfdVf ¹f±ffÀfÔ·fU ³fe»ff¸fe I e d°fd±f ÀfZ EI dQUÀf ´fW»fZ
Sf°f 11.59 °fI MSTC I e UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS ¶fû»feQf°ff IZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Ufg»fZM ¸fZÔ þ¸ff
Wû þf³fe ¨ffdW¹fZÜ EZÀff I S³fZ ÀfZ ¶fû»feQf°ff dUd·f³³f ´fiI fS I e °fI ³feI e Àf¸fÀ¹ffAûÔ ÀfZ
¶f¨f ÀfIZ ¦fZÜ

5. ´fi°¹fZI QbI f³f IZ d»f¹fZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³f»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ W Z°fb d³f²ffÊdS°f ³¹fc³f°f¸f dSþÊU
´fifBÊÀf I e 2 ´fid°fVf°f SfdVf A¸ff³f°f SfdVf IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ AfUZQ³f IZ Àff±f þ¸ff I Sf¹fe þf³fe
W`Ü d¶fO SfdVf IZ A³fbÀffS Ad°fdSö A¸ff³f°f SfdVf ·fe þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦feÜ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f
³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ Dynamic A¸ff³f°f SfdVf I f ´fifU²ff³f SJf ¦f¹ff W`Ü

6. ÀfR »f ¶fû»feQf°ff I û ²fSûWS SfdVf, Ad¦fi¸f Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS³Me SfdVf EUÔ Ufd¿fÊI »ffBÊÀfZ³Àf
R eÀf BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe IZ ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ dUÀ°fÈ°f dQVff d³fQZÊVf EUÔ Vf°fûaÊ, þû dU·ff¦fe¹f UZ¶fÀffBÊM EUÔ
E¸f.EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`, IZ A³fbÀffS þ¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦feÜ

7. d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f ¸fZÔ UfhdL°f SfdVf¹ffh ¹f±ff-²fSûWS SfdVf, Ad¦fi¸f Ufd¿fÊI ¦ffS³Me SfdVf EUÔ
Ufd¿fÊI »ffBÊÀfZÔÀf R eÀf þ¸ff ³f I Sf³fZ ´fS ÀUeIÈ d°f d³fSÀ°f I S Àf¸fÀ°f þ¸ff SfdVf þ~Sfþ
I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ

8. ¶fû»feQf°ff I û BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ ÀfZ ´fcUÊ dU·ff¦fe¹f UZ¶fÀffBÊM
https://rajexcise.gov.in EUÔ E¸f. EÀf.Me.Àfe. d»fd¸fMZO I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM
https://www.mstcecommerce.com ´fS C´f»f¶²f Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸f²¹fÀfÔ¹f¸f
³fed°f U¿fÊ 2022-23 EUÔ 2023-24, Àf¸fÀ°f dQVff-d³fQZÊVf, ´fidIi ¹ff EUÔ Vf°fûÊ I f
ÀffU²ff³fe´fcUÊI A²¹f¹f³f I S d»f¹ff þf³ff ¨ffdW¹fZÜ

9) ¸fdQSf QbI f³fûÔ IZ ¶f³Qû¶fÀ°f WZ°fb UZ We ½¹fdö BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ ÀfIZ Ô¦fZÔ, þû
SfþÀ±ff³f Af¶fI fSe Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1950 EUÔ BÀfIZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ¶f³ffE ¦fE d³f¹f¸fûÔ,
Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸f²¹fÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f U¿fÊ 2022-23 U 2023-24 U ·ffS°fe¹f ÀfÔdUQf
Ad²fd³f¹f¸f IZ °fW°f A³f¶b f³²f I S³fZ I e ¹fû¦¹f°ff SJ°fZ WûÜ BÀf Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fÔZ dUÀ°f°È f dQVff d³fQVÊZ f
https://rajexcise.gov.in, U https://www.mstcecommerce.com ´fS
C´f»f¶²f W`Ü A³¹f þf³fI fSe WZ°fb ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f Ad°fdSö Af¹fbö þû³f, dþ»ff Af¶fI fSe
Ad²fI fSe EUÔ dþ»ff Af¶fI fSe Ad²fI fSe I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ÀfZ Àf¸´fI Ê dI ¹ff þf ÀfI °ff W` °f±ff
E¸fEÀfMeÀfe W`»´f OZÀI ´fS ·fe I f¹ffÊ»f¹f Àf¸f¹f ¸fZÔ ¸ff¦fÊQVfÊ³f d»f¹ff þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü

10. BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe IZ ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ A³¹f ´fifU²ff³f Af¶fI fSe EUÔ ¸fôÀfÔ¹f¸f ³fed°f U¿fÊ 2022-23
U U¿fÊ 2023-24 EUÔ SfþÀ±ff³f Af¶fI fSe Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1950 EUÔ BÀfIZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ¶f³fZ
d³f¹f¸f IZ A³fbÀffS SWZa¦fZÜ

11. BÊ-³fe»ff¸fe IZ ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ ¹fdQ I ûBÊ dUUfQ C°´f³³f Wû°ff W` °fû ³¹ffd¹fI ÃfZÂf ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f
dþ»ff We SWZ¦ffÜ

WXÀ°ff/-
(´fiIYfVf SXfþ´fbSXûdWX°f)

Af¶fIYfSXe Af¹fböY, SXfþÀ±ff³f

IiY.ÀfÔ. ³fe»ff¸fe IYe dQ³ffÔIY ³fe»ff¸fe IYf Àf¸f¹f

1 20.04.2022 ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ Àff¹f 4.00 ¶fþZ °fI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA
At : Ichhapur, Post : Shree Baladevjew,
Email: eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com

Identification No. RWS/104/2021-2022
Letter No. 2741 / Dated. 31.03.2022

2nd Corrigendum
This corrigendum has been made for the NIT-104 invited online vide this office letter
No. 1525 / Dated. 04.03.2022 with date for selling, closing, clarification and opening
which was on dt. 02.04.2022 (selling date), 21.04.2022 (closing date), 04.04.2022
(clarification date) 22.04.2022 (opening date) as per 1st corrigendum has been
amended and to be read as 24.04.2022, 12.05.2022, 25.04.2022 and 13.05.2022
respectively as follows.

Sd/- ( Er. B.K.Nayak)
Executive Engineer

RWS&S Division, Kendrapara
OIPR- 25004/11/0009/2223

O-82

& d(k d) hRLY( )

SI.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

(Apprx.)
Rs. In
Lakhs

EMD to be
deposited

online

Class of
Bidder

Cost of
Tender
Paper

Period of
completion

1 Execution of New 70
LPCD RPWS Scheme to
Derakeshpur, Mantripada
and Nuahat on clubbed up
mode under Derabish
Block in the District of
Kendrapara (JJM Funds)

R 268.27 Nil “B” & “A” R 10000 330 days

2 Execution of New 40
LPCD Retrofitting RPWS
Scheme to Raghudeipur
of Derabish Block and
Gogua of Mahakalapada
on clubbed up mode in
the District of
Kendrapara(JJM Funds)

R 322.02 Nil “A” &
“Special”

R 10000 360 days

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR

(E-Mail: serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287)
No. RFP // 1414 //RWC//BAM//Dated. 13.04.2022

1st Corrigendum to Bid identification No. Online Tender/50-2021-22/BPR
The partial modification of bridge works vide above identification has
been made as follows:
1 Date of availability of tender: 20.04.2022 to 04.05.2022 upto 3.00

PM instead of 06.04.2022 to 20.04.2022.
2. Date of opening of Technical Bid.: 05.05.2022 at 11.00 AM instead

of 21.04.2022 at 11.00 AM
3. Date of opening of Financial Bid: Will be intimated later on.
All other contents will remain unchanged.

Sd/- P.K. Jena Chief Construction Engineer
R.W. Circle, Berhampur

OIPR- 25071/11/0008/2223

O-78

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,SSuummaannD/OSatyaram
Yadav,R/O, VillageSiddhaur
HarriyaGaurBasti,Uttar
Pradesh-272163,have changed
myname toSumanYadav

0040610217-3

II,,SShhrriinnkkhhllaa,,WW//OO--FFrraannkklliinn
Paul,R/O-Pocket-8/30-31,3rd
Floor,Sector-23,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have changedmyname
toShrinkhla ShrivastavPaul.

0040610248-2

II,,SShhaarrvvaann S/oRamDev
Kamat,R/oC-1/38,Gali.No-1,
Dayalpur, C-Block, Karawal
Nagar,Delhi-110094,have
changedmyname toSharvan
Kamat,for all futurepurposes.

0040610217-10

II,,SSaattyyaarraamm S/OBrij Lal Yadav
R/O,VillageSiddhaurHarriya
GaurBasti,Uttar Pradesh-
272163,have changedmyname
toSatyaramYadav.

0040610217-2

II,,RRuucchhii SethiW/o-Gurpreet
SinghSethi R/o: A-1/129,
Janakpuri, NewDelhi-58,Have
Changed MyName toRuchi
Kaur Sethi for all Purposes.

0040610248-1

II,,RRUUKKHHBBAARR JAHAN,D/OMOHD
NAZARR/O.F9/24 2ND-
FLOOR,GALI.NO.6/4ZAKIR-
NAGAROKHLANEW-DELHI
110025,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMERUKHBAR JAHANTO
RUKHSAR JAHAN,
PERMANANTLY. 0040610248-4

II,,PPaarraammjjiitt SinghS/oGurbachan
SinghR/o-4/65, First-Floor,
Punjabi BaghWest, N.Delhi-
110026,have changedmy
minor-daughter’s name
Manriya toManriyaKaur.

0040610223-6

II,,NNiisshhaaAgarwal,W/o-LateDr.
P.R.AGARWAL,R/oB-
52,MayfieldGarden-Behind
HiltonHotel,Garden Inn,Sector-
50,Islampur,(97)South-City-
2,Gurugram-122018have
changedmyname toNeesha
Agarwaal,for all,future
purposes. 0040610248-9

II,,NNAASSEEEEMMKHANS/OMUNEER
KHANR/o 2/8ANSARI ROAD-
DARYAGANJNEWDELHI-
2,HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
NASIMKHAN. 0040610217-1

II,,NNAARREESSHHGUPTA,S/OOM
PRAKASHGUPTA,R/OY-
17,GREENPARKMAINDELHI-
110016,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETONARESHKUMAR
GUPTA. 0040610217-4

II,,KKrriisshhaannRani,D/ONihal Chand
BansalW/oAshokSinghal,R/o-
F-61,PreetVihar,EastDelhi-
110092, HaveChangedMy
NameToKrishnaSinghal, For
All Purposes. 0040610217-9

II,,KKUULLDDIIPP SINGHS/OKULWANT
SINGHR/O-
12,SF,VISHWAKARMA
PARK,LAXMINAGAR,DELHI-
92,HAVECHANGEDMYNAME
TOKULDEEPSINGH,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040610217-5

II,,JJaassvviinnddeerrKaurBhamra,W/o
Trilok Singh,R/o 8/110,
Ramesh-Nagar, Delhi-
110015,have changedmyname
to JasvinderKaur.

0040610223-2

II,,HHiimmaannsshhuu S/o LateNaresh
Kumar, R/o-RZ-A25A,Chanakya
Place,PankhaRoad, Part-1,
Gali.No.14,Near-Janakpuri C-
1,NewDelhi-110059,have
changedmyminor daughter
nameAradhita toAradhita
Singh,for all futurepurposes.

0040610197-1

II,,GGoouurraavvGoel S/oAshokKumar
Goel R/o 19, RightGanj,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201001have
changedmyname toGaurav
Goel. 0040610223-3

II,,FFAAMMIIDDAAKHATOONW/OASGAR
ALI R/O13-B,4TH
FLOOR,NEETAJI SUBHASH
MARGDARYAGANJ,DELHI-
110002,HAVECHANGED
MY,NAMEFROMFARMIDA
KHATOONTOFAMIDA
KHATOONFOR,ALLPURPOSES.

0040610248-10

II,,DDhhaannppaattR/O.H.NO-
D7/304,Tulip-Petals, Putaudi-
Road,Sector-89,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,HaveChanged
myMinorDaughter’sName
Komakshi toKomakshi Singh.

0040610217-8

II,,DDhhaannppaattR/OH.NO-
D7/304,Tulip-Petals, Putaudi-
Road,Sector-89,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,HaveChanged
myMinor son’sNamePratyush
toPratyushSingh.

0040610217-7

II,,AArrvviinnddKumarDudeja,S/O
PrabhDayal Dudeja,Resident-
1329, Dr.MukherjeeNagar,
Delhi-110009,have changedmy
name toArvindDudeja.

0040610217-6

II,,AAqqiillAhmed,s/o-Achhan
Ahmed,R/o-522 gali no.7
Holambi kalanDelhi,have
changedmynameAqil Ahmed
toAkil Ahmed,for all purposes.

0040610248-5

II,,SuhailMoinKhanS/o
MohammadMoinKhanR/o Flat
No.108, TowerNo.G6, Ganga
Apartment, D-6, VasantKunj,
NewDelhi-110070, have
changedmyminor daughter
name fromMahira SuhailMoin
Khan toMahira Suhail

0040610202-1

II,,Saranjeet SinghBansal, S/o
Balvinder SinghBansal, R/oB-
2/10, BlockB-2, SewakPark,
Delhi-110059, have changedmy
name toSaranjeet Singh.

0070781360-1

II,,OmPrakashS/o Late Shri
UshnakRai, R/o 1677/2,
Govindpuri Extension, Kalkaji,
NewDelhi-110019, informyou
thatmynamehasbeen
wronglywrittenas Om
Parkash inmydaughterNidhi
Malhotra’s school recordbut
theactual andcorrect name is
OMPrakash.

0040610198-1

II,,MonicaKapoorW/oRohan
KapoorR/o-130, Pocket-3,
Sector-24, Rohini, Delhi-
110085,have changedmyname
toMonicaArora

0040610248-8

II,,MaheshSinghS/oChander
SinghR/o-168, Pocket-
13,Sector -24, Rohini, Delhi -
110085,have changedmyname
toMaheshSinghBist

0040610248-7

II,,KumariMamtaYadavD/o
ShriramYadavR/oQuarterNo-
325, Type-2, C.P.W.DColony,
KamlaNehruNagar, Block-5,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201002 have
changedmyname toKM
MamtaYadav for all future
purposes

0070781332-1

II,,KiranSharma/Kiran,W/o
MohanLal, residing-C-2/332,
SecondFloor,Janakpuri,
Delhi,have changedmyname
toKiranPawar,for all
purposes.

0040610248-6

II,,RRaahhuull S/oSatishMitraR/oB-
82, Rampuri, Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201011have changedmyname
toRahul Dev.

0040610223-4

II,,Girish S/oVijayRamJoshi R/o
FlatNo-201, RoyalHomes,
Shaberi, RadhaSwami
Satsang, Noida, Gautam
BuddhaNagar, UP-201301, have
changedmyname toGirish
Joshi for all futurepurposes.

0070781339-1

II,,BhartMahtta, D/oShyam
SunderMahtta, R/o-A-48, Yojna
Vihar, Delhi-110092, have
changedmyname toBharti
Mahtta for all purposes.

0070781335-1

IIhave changedmyname from
Sunil Kapur to Suneel Kapur.
For all futurepurposes I Shall
be known-as Suneel Kapur S/o
Late Satpal KapurR/o 1242ATS
Dolce, Sector Zeta-1Gr. Noida
G.B.Nagar.

0070781346-1

IIVipul BasuMandal S/oM.B.
Mandal R/oA-166/UG-1,
DilshadColony, Delhi-110095
changednameofmyson,
aged-15, fromVictorMandal,
toVictor BasuMandal.

0070781337-1

IIPreeti Daughter ofMohinder
SinghandWife of KuldeepR/o
HouseNo-129, Nehar Pull Ke
PassWalaMohalla, Jatkhore,
Jat Khor, Delhi-1110039, have
changedmyname toSweety

0070781362-1

II Japneet SinghSonofGurvinder
Singh resident of K-29 Fateh
NagarNewDelhi 110018 have
changedmyname to Japneet
SinghBaluja

0050195457-1

II,,SSuummaannW/oRahul DevR/oB-82,
Rampuri, Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201011have changedmyname
toSumanArora.

0040610223-5

II,,TTrriillookk SinghBhamra,S/o
Rajinder SinghBhamra,R/o
8/110, RameshNagar,Delhi-
110015,have changedmyname
toTrilok Singh.

0040610223-1

IIAshokRajpal S/oSh.Hardayal
Rajpal R/o 204, GroundFloor,
Kohat Enclave, Pitampura,
Saraswati Vihar S.O., North
WestDelhi, Delhi-110034have
changed thenameofmyminor
son fromHardikRajpal to
Harshill Rajpal for all purposes.

0040610193-2

IIAmitChaudhary S/OShri Om
Pal SinghResidingatH
No.1450/B-1, 2nd Floor, Usha
Appartment East Jyoti Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110093 have
changed thenameofmyminor
sonRishuaged 7years andhe
shall hereafter be knownas
RishabhChaudhary. It is
certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements
in this connection

0040610196-1

II JATINS/ORADHEYSHYAM
residingat, HOUSENO-215,
UNITYAPARTMENTS, POCKET-
23, SECTOR-24, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085have changedmyname
fromJATIN to JATINSARAN for
all futurepurposes.

0040610208-1

I,ManishaBahel,W/OShri
Puneet Bahl,R/O-B-91, Derawal
Nagar,Delhi-110009,have
changedmyname toManisha
Bahl.

0040610248-3

M/s SCALE AWAY (I) PVT. LTD
(Gurugram) Required :1. Chemist
(Bsc.) preferred with 5/10 yrs
exp.in <http://exp.in/> water
treatment chemcals/Chemical
Cleaning 2. Sale Manager
(BE/Diploma) preferred with 4/6
yrs exp.in <http://exp.in/>
Industry Contact: +91-
9899800448, +91-9266626985,
+91-8750700448 email:
admin@scaleaway.biz
<mailto:admin@scaleaway.biz>

0050195470-1

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
Àf½fÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI ¸fZSm
¸fb½fd¢I »ff ßfe¸f°fe Àfb¿f¸ff ´f°³fe À½f. ßfe ÀfbVfe»f
Ib ¸ffS d³f½ffÀfe ¸fbI f³f ³fa. 42-¶fe I f»fe ¸ff°ff
¸fadQS IZ ´ffÀf ¶fišf´fbSe I f»fû³fe SaWû»»ff, ³ffa¦f»fûBÊ,
´fdV¨f¸f dQ»»fe, dQ»»fe-110041 ³fZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf
Àfbd¸f°f ´fbÂf À½f. ßfe ÀfbVfe»f Ib ¸ffS C¸fi 26 ½f¿fÊ ½f
´fbÂf½f²fb ßfe¸f°fe d³fVff ´f°³fe ßfe Àfbd¸f°f I û C³fIZ
d³f¹f³Âf¯f ¸fZÔ ³f Wû³fZ IZ I fS¯f »fOÞfBÊ Óf¦fOÞf ¦ff»fe
¦f»fü¨f I S³fZ IZ I fS¯f AüS ÓfcNZ IZ Àf ¸fZÔ Ra Àff³fZ
I e ²f¸fI e QZ³fZ IZ I fS¯f A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f ¨f»f ½f
A¨f»f Àf¸´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQ£f»f I S dQ¹ff W` °f±ff C³fÀfZ
A´f³fZ ÀffSm Àfa¶fa²f d½f¨LZQ I S d»f¹fZ W` a A¶f ¸fZSm
¸fb½fd¢I »ff ÀfZ C´fSû¢°f ´fbÂf ½f ´fbÂf½f²fb I f I ûBÊ
Àf¸¶f³²f ³fWeÔ SWf W` ¹fdQ ·fd½f¿¹f ¸fZÔ C¢°f ´fbÂf ½f
´fbÂf½f²fb IZ Àff±f I ûBÊ ½¹fd¢°f »fZ³f QZ³f I S°ff W` °fû
½fW CÀfI f À½f¹fa dªf¸¸fZQfS Wû¦ff BÀf¸fZÔ ¸fZSm
¸fb½fd¢I »f I e I ûBÊ dªf¸¸fZQfSe ³fWeÔ Wû¦feÜ

d½f³f¹f IbY¸ffSX ´ff¯OZX¹f Ad²f½f¢°ff
ÀfeMX ³fa. 30,31 WXf»f ³fa. 1
dªf»ff ³¹ff¹ff»f¹f õXfSXIYf IYûMÊX

³fBÊX dQ»»fe-110075
Mob. 8882033556

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Our Clients Sh. Ram Niwas S/o Lt. Sh.
Dhanna Ram R/o H. No. D-15, Rajeev
Nagar, Begum Pur, Delhi- 110086, have
severed all his relationships from his
Wife Smt. Dashana, his both son’s
namely Gurdeep and Vikash S/o Sh.
Ram Niwas and his daughter Smt.
Manjeet D/o Sh. Ram Niwas all R/o H.
No. D-15, Rajeev Nagar, Begum Pur,
Delhi- 110086 and have disowned and
debarred them from all his moveable
and immovable properties and our client
would not be responsible for the acts,
deeds and things done by them.

Sd/- Chirag Singal & Associates
(Advocates)

OFFICE: E-15/127, SECTOR-8,
ROHINI, DELHI- 110085

RREECCRRUUIITTMMEENNTT

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONN//VVAACCAANNTT

OOTTHHEERRSS

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

MMyyoriginal 1st and 3rd
semestermarksheets ofDICE
fromChhotu-RamRural
Institute of Technologyhas
lost.finder contact:Mayank
Pathak, S/o,AnandKumar,R/o-
WZ-476A,Madipur-
Village,New-Delhi-110063.

0040610223-11

MMYYMBBS1st year (SwamiRama
HimalayanUniversity
Jollygrant)MarksheetNo.5564
EnrollmentNo- SRHU16000094
RegistrationNo-DD16 14301044
is actually lost somewhere,
inform if found, DevashishS/o
GajendraKumar, ResidenceC-
7, ArshiwadBhawan, LaneNo-
02, Adarshnagar, Jollygrant,
Tehsil-Doiwala, District
Dehradun (Uttarakhand).

0070781374-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

FFuuttuurreePredictions /Remedies
with full responsibility under
ConsumerProtectionAct of
India. DoubleRefundof fee if
wrong. GetAll inwriting from
DKPuri Astrologer. Chandigarh
/Zirakpur. 9316118976
astrologer_dkpuri@yahoo.co
mFee isRs.1500/-.

0050195309-1

AASSTTRROOLLOOGGYY

WWaanntteeddBrahminGroom
(Govt/PSU/Software
professional) for a fairMSc,
B.Ed, 25, 5’4Girl.M-9437351347

0050195211-1

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallllyyqualifiedmatch
for Khatri girl, 1983, 5’-6”, Ph.D,
Class-1Officer (Central Govt.).
Contact: 75080-40384.

0020437548-1

SSuuiittaabblleematch forHindu, khatri
unmarriedgirl, 17/02/1980,
M.A, B.Ed,Writer. ContactNo.
8968377760 0050195210-1

Compatible match for Ludhiana
based, July 1990, 5’4” beautiful
very fare B Tech Sikh Tonk Khatri
girl package 45 lac 9056101964

0050195209-1

BRAHMIN

KHATRIS/ARORAS

MATRIMONIAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client Shri Ved
Rani wife of Shri Kishan Chand resident of B-
1613, Jahangir Puri, Delhi-110033 is the
owner of Property No. B-1581, in Block-B,
situated at Jahangir Puri, Delhi-110033. The
original Agreement to Sell and consideration
receipt which executed by Shri Ram Lal in
favour of Shri Subhash Chand Arora in
respect of Property No. B-1581, Jahangir
Puri, Delhi, have been lost. An NCR vide LR
No. 316348/2022 dated 16.04.2022 to this
effect has been lodged in Police Station,
Crime Branch, Delhi. Any person(s) claiming
any right, interest, having any objection or
found in possession of original document,
may write/ contact with above named person
at above address/ Phone No. 9711801886.

Sd/-
VINOD KUMAR BHARDWAJ (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D-625/2022

It is certified that I JC-630262H
Subedar Reem Bahadur
Hamal Thakuri My Son Name
Abinash Hamal Thakuri has
been Recorded in my Service
Document but my Son Name
Avinash Hamal Thakuri has
been Recorded in my
matriculation certificate so I
want to change my son Name
as Per matriculation certificate
Name
For & Abinash Hamal Thakuri
Read & Avinash Hamal
Thakuri

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.
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TMCleaderandactorShatrughanSinhaafterwinningthe
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RESPONDSTOLETTERFROMPM

Seekmeaningful talks
with India, peaceful
ties: Shehbaz toModi
PakPMsayshiscountry iscommittedtoregionalpeace

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

SEEKING “PEACEFUL and coop-
erative”tieswithIndia,Shehbaz
Sharif, Pakistan’s new Prime
Minister, has written to Prime
MinisterNarendraModi, saying
this can be achieved through
“meaningfuldialogue”.
TheSundayExpresshaslearnt

thatinaletterreceivedSaturday,
SharifalsosaidPakistanremains
committed to “regional peace
andsecurity”.
Sharif, younger brother of

former Pakistan PrimeMinister
NawazSharif,hasrepliedtoalet-
ter which PrimeMinisterModi
wrote a couple of days ago,
shortly after they exchanged
messages on Twitter. In his let-
ter, Modi had called for “con-
structiveengagement”.

InNewDelhi,officialsreadthe
Pakistaniresponseas“positive”.
Ties between the two coun-

tries plummeted after the
Balakot air strikes following the
Pulwama terror attack in
February 2019 and the end of
J&K’sspecialstatusunderArticle
370inAugustthatyear.Thetwo
countrieshavedownsizedHigh
Commissions and there are no
full-timeHighCommissionersin
eachother’sCapital.

On April 11, hours after
Shehbaz Sharif asked him to
come forward to address the
Kashmir issue so that the two
countriescouldconcentrateon
tackling poverty and unem-
ployment, Modi congratulated
him on his election as Prime
Minister and said India desired
peace and stability in a region
free of terrorism.
“Congratulations to H. E.

Mian Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on his election as the
PrimeMinisterofPakistan.India
desires peace and stability in a
region free of terror, so that we
can focus on our development
challengesandensure thewell-
beingandprosperityofourpeo-
ple,”ModisaidinaTwitterpost.
Responding to this, Shehbaz

tweeted:“Pakistandesirespeace-
ful&cooperativetieswithIndia.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Sonia steps in, calls old
guard, Prashant Kishor
to plan Cong revival

MHA proposal:
SPs, DIGs who
don’t serve at
Centre can’t
get stint later

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

INANOTHERmove that is set to
beopposedbythestategovern-
ments, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) has pro-
posed that an Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer who does
notcomeonCentraldeputation
at the Superintendent of Police
(SP)orDeputyInspectorGeneral
(DIG) levelmay be barred from
Centralpostingfortherestofhis/
hercareer.
Thiscomescloseontheheels

of theCentresendingaproposal
to states to amend the All India
ServiceRulesthatwouldallowit
to call any IAS (Indian
Administrative Service), IPS or
IFoS (IndianForestService)offi-
cer on Central deputation, with
orwithoutthestate’sconsent. In
another revision of rules in
February, the Centre also
scrapped the empanelment re-
quirementforDIG-levelIPSoffi-
cersoncentraldeputation.
The latest proposal, sent to

the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), is seen as an attempt to
address the shortage of officers
at the SP and DIG levels at the
Centre. According to sources,
thereareover50percentvacan-
cies at both these levels in the
different Central Armed Police
Forces and Central Police
Organisations.
Currently,therulesstatethat

if an IPS officer does not spend
threeyearsonCentraldeputation
till the Inspector General (IG)

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

A LITTLE over a month after it
wonelections in four states, the
BJPsufferedasetbackinby-elec-
tions to four Assembly and one
Lok Sabha seat, the results of
which were announced on
Saturday. The party could not
win any of these elections, in-
cluding for an Assembly seat in
Bihar,where it is in powerwith
the JD(U). In West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, andMaharashtra,

candidates of ruling parties
emergedvictorious.
TheTrinamoolCongresswon

both theAsansol LokSabhaand
BallygungeAssemblyseats,asig-
nal thatMamata Banerjee con-
tinuestoenjoybroadsupport in
thestatethatshesweptlastMay,
even though themargin of the
TMC’s victory in Ballygungedid
comedown.
In Asansol, TMC candidate

Shatrughan Sinha, a former BJP
leader, won a prestige battle
againstBJPMLAAgnimitraPaul

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD,APRIL 16

UNDERLINING THAT India has
remained"unshakeableandres-
olute"despite"changingcircum-
stancesoverthousandsofyears,"
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
saidSaturdaythat"ourfaithand
culture is of harmony, equality
and inclusivity”.
In an address via virtual

modeafterunveilinga108-feet
statue of Lord Hanuman in
Morbi in Gujarat's Saurashtra
region, the PrimeMinister said
the project of establishing four
such statues in four corners of
thecountry isareflectionof the
resolve of Ek Bharat, Shresth
Bharat (one India, best India).
The life of Lord Ram, he said,

was an ideal example of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Prayas (taking
everyonealongwitheveryone’s
effort).
"Forme, 130 crore people of

this country take the form of
LordRam. It is through their re-
solve, theirwork that the coun-
try ismoving forward," he said.
"Hanumanji is that power and
support who gave the right of
honour and respect to all forest
species and forest dwellers. He

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

INHERfirstmajormoveafterthe
Congress’shumiliatingdefeatat
thehustings,Congresspresident
Sonia Gandhi assembled
Saturdayagroupofveteransand
pollstrategistPrashantKishorto
plan the party’s revival for the
2024generalelections.
Kishormadeadetailedpres-

entation at Sonia’s 10, Janpath
residence — Rahul Gandhi and
PriyankaGandhiVadratoowere
present—afterwhich theparty
president decided to set up a
panel to look intohisproposals.
Kishor is said to be eager to

work with the Congress. The
party recentlybrought inoneof
hisformercolleaguesasastrate-

gist for Karnataka. Sources said
the leaders asked Kishor to join
theparty formally—thiswould
preventhimfromworkingwith
otherpartiesasapollconsultant,
amajor concern for a section of
the leadership.
SourcessaidKishorwasopen

to the idea of joining the
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,APRIL 16

FROM JULY 1, domestic con-
sumers in Punjabwill not have
topayforpowerupto300units
per month. Chief Minister
BhagwantMannmade the an-
nouncement as he completed a
month inoffice.
Mann also said that bill ar-

rears up to 2 KW until
December 31, 2021, would be
waivedforallconsumers, farm-
erswouldcontinuetogetpower
free, and there would be no
changeinthepowertariff forin-

dustrialists.
For many domestic con-

sumers however, receiving the
benefits of free power will be
contingent on restricting their
consumption below 600 units
for every billing cycle of two
months.Therefore,anyonewho
consumesmore than 600 units
will be billed for the entire con-
sumption,notjustfortheexcess
above600units.
Thisconditionwillnotapply

to Scheduled Castes, Backward
Classes, Below Poverty Line
(BPL),andfreedomfighterscon-
sumers, whowill get 600 units

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

PMsSharif,Modiexchanged
messagesonTwitterearlier

Kishorsignalsmayjoin
party;Sonia formspanel to
lookathisproposals

AS SRI Lanka’s JusticeMinister,
Ali Sabryhad todefendhis gov-
ernment's decisionnot to allow
burial of Muslimswho died of
Covid. Therewas stiff criticism
from the community, even his
family, butheput asidehisown
religiousbeliefs.

Now, the 51-year-old Sabry,
a lawyer, is his country's new
FinanceMinister, assigned the
Herculean task of putting a de-
railedeconomybackontherails.
He replaced Basil Rajapaksa

whoresignedearlierthismonth
alongwith the rest of the cabi-
net— thiswas amovebyBasil's
brothers, President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and PrimeMinister
Mahinda Rajapaksa, to appoint
freshfacesinthehopeofplacat-
ing the angry people on the
streets demanding that the rul-
ing first family “gohome”.
Hours after his surprise ap-

pointment,Sabrysentinhisres-

ignation.
In an interview with The

SundayExpressathis lawcham-
bersinaquietlaneofColombo's
Kollupitiya, Sabry said that de-

spite his own reservations, he
decided to continue in his new
assignmentasanationalduty.
“I thought I amnot an econ-

omist, Iamnotfamiliarwiththis
area. So I thought somebody
who is more suited would be
ideal to do the job. That's why I
resigned. Iwaited three to four-
fivedays,andinthiscrucialtime,
we appealed to anyone (to be-
cometheFinanceMinister).But
noonewascomingforward.And
thenIthoughtatthisgiventime,
somany things are at stake, we
need toprotect the institutions,
and we need somebody to

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Meet the man who has the most unenviable
job in Sri Lanka: Ali Sabry, Finance Minister

India unshakeable...
culture of harmony,
inclusivity, says PM

ANANDMOHANJ&
MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

COMMUNALCLASHESbrokeout
inNorthwestDelhi’sJahangirpuri
following a ShobhaYatra organ-
isedtomarkHanumanJayantion
Saturday, police said. According
toofficers,stoneswerethrownin
the area, and the situation re-

mainedtenseuntil latenight.
This is the first major com-

munal flare-up in the national
capital since the February 2020
NortheastDelhiriots,whichleft
53peopledeadandmanymore
injured.
Whilenocasualtieswerere-

ported on Saturday, police said
10-12 people were injured, in-
cluding six officers. They had
beentakentohospitalandwere
recuperating.

After the violence, police in
all 14 districtswere put onhigh
alert and senior officers were
asked to be on the ground.
"Commissioner of Police, Delhi
hasdirectedthatinviewofcom-
munalsituationinJahangirpuri,
all officers up to the rank of
SpecialCommissionersofPolice
ofbothzonesshallbeinthefield
andensurethatcommunalsitu-
ationisnotdisturbedinanypart
ofDelhi.Restof theofficersshall

alsobeonalert,"readamessage
that went out to all senior offi-
cersof theDelhiPolice.
Policesaidthatduringtheya-

tra, an argument broke out be-
tween two communities.
"Thingsescalated,andbothsides
started pelting stones at each

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Communal clash on Hanuman Jayanti
in Delhi, 6 policemen among injured

Policepersonnelat thespotwheretheclashes tookplace in Jahangirpuri, inNorthwestDelhi,onSaturday.PraveenKhanna

Mustpayentireamount if over600unitsusedin2months

Willaddto
subsidy
burdenE●EX
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AAP keeps Punjab poll promise,
free power up to 300 units a month

EXPRESSNETWORK

13OPPOSITION
LEADERSQUESTION
PM ‘SILENCE’ ON
HATESPEECHPAGE 9

Bypolls: TMC wins Bengal LS, Assembly
seats; victories for Congress and RJD too

NIRUPAMASUBRAMANIAN
COLOMBO,APRIL 16
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Sabry:Needtofirefight
immediately

FREEPOWERwill sub-
stantially increase the
subsidyburdenonthe
state. ThePunjabgovern-
mentalreadypicksupa
Rs6,000croreannual
subsidy tab for free
power to farmers, and
Rs4,000crore for charg-
ingnearly22 lakh
SC/BC/BPL families less.
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Sonia steps in
Congress— in the past, he con-
sistentlydeniedany suchplan.
Themeeting gave twomes-

sages: Sonia, who had taken a
back seat and was planning to
relinquish charge once again
this August-September, wants
to put in place amechanism to
try and revive the party’s for-
tunes; and, theCongress has fi-
nally accepted that it needs ex-
ternalhelp to find its feet again.
Some of the leaders said

Kishor told themeeting hewas
readytojointheCongresswith-
out expectations and demands
butwantedhisroadmapimple-
mented to help strengthen the
party at thegrassroots level.
Sources said he wants the

Congress to concentrate on
some370LokSabhaconstituen-
cies,nuanceitspoliticalmessag-
ing, revamp its communication
apparatus and address certain
organisational weaknesses.
Apart from the Gandhis, the
meetingwasattendedbysenior
leadersAKAntony,Mallikarjun
Kharge, Digvijaya Singh, Ajay
Maken, MukulWasnik, Jairam
Ramesh, Ambika Soni and K C
Venugopal. Barring Wasnik,
none of the G-23 leaders were
invited to themeeting.
Some of the Congress lead-

ers saidwhat Kishor said in his
presentation were “known
facts” but agreed that the party
needed a focused approach.
“With graphs and all, he was
tellingus aboutwherewehave
lostourvotes…howwedeteri-
orated over the years… region
specific and state specific,” one
leader said.
Others were upset with the

idea of bringing in Kishor. “A
137-year-old party of Gandhi,
Nehru and Patel has been out-
sourced.Thisisthebiggestinsult
thatyoucanheapuponyourself,
showing that you are incompe-
tent and disliked by the people
so you have to bring in some-
body who purely works for
money,”one leader remarked.
The G-23 leaders were an-

noyedthatnoneofthem,barring
Wasnik, had been called to the
meeting. “So, all those gestures
ofreconciliationandpromisesof
inclusiveandcollectivethinking
were a sham. It exposes the
hypocrisyof theleadership.This
(involvementofKishor)mayfur-
therdeepenthedivideandonly
timewill tell whether it will be
helpful or totally counter-pro-
ductive,” a leader said.
Venugopalsaidadecisionon

Kishor’s suggestions, including
onwhetherhewilljointheparty,
will be known in a week.
“PrashantKishorhasmadeade-
tailedpresentation for the2024
election strategy. It needs some
detailed discussion and the
Congresspresidentwill setupa
smallgrouptodiscussthisentire
presentation. That group will
submit a reportwithinaweek’s
timeforafinaldecision,”hesaid.

Asked whether Kishor will
join the party or will be its
strategist,hesaidalldetailswill
beknownwithinaweek.
Kishor suggested that the

party should contest alone in a
fewstateswhereit isstrongand
has remained either in the first
or second position in previous
elections.
Themeeting comes against

the backdrop of feverish talk in
theparty–andmuchopposition
too – on bringing in Kishor for
electionstrategising.Hehashad
manymeetingswith Rahul and
Priyanka but the decision by
Sonia to invitehimforapresen-
tationbeforethegroupofsenior
leaders signals that the party is
seriousaboutworkingwithhim.
Asectionof thepartywants

him for the Gujarat campaign
but he is said to be insisting on
the induction of Naresh Patel,
chairman of the Shree
KhodaldhamTrustwhichman-
ages the temple of Goddess
Khodiyar,thepatrondeityof the
Leuva Patel community, near
Rajkot. But Saturday’s meeting
indicates that the party wants
him to play a role beyond
Gujarat. Some party leaders
claim Kishor wants Patel to be
projectedasthepartyfaceinthe
GujaratAssemblyelections.
Kishor has had a volatile re-

lationshipwiththeCongress. In
themiddle of last year, hemet
theGandhiswithaproposal for
revivalof theCongressbutmany
of the senior leaders were not
warm to the idea of handing
himthechargeof strategising.
In December, he hit out at

the Congress, arguing that its
leadership of the Opposition is
not the “divine right of an indi-
vidual, especially when the
partyhas lostmore than90per
cent elections in the last 10
years”. Let Opposition leader-
ship, he had said, be decided
“democratically.”

Bypolls
byamassivemarginof3,03,209
votes.Theseathadbeenwonby
BabulSupriyofortheBJPin2014
and2019, but the formerUnion
ministerswitchedtotheTMCin
September2021,andbecameits
candidate in the April 12
BallygungeAssemblybyelection.
Supriyo won the seat in

South Kolkata by a margin of
20,228 votes, winning 51,199
votes. The CPM’s Saira Shah
Halimgot 30,971votes and fin-
ished second. The BJP’s Keya
Ghoshgot13,220votesand lost
herdeposit.
In Bihar, the RJD took back

the Bochaha Assembly seat in
Muzaffarpur district after over
two decades. The EBC Mallah
leader Mukesh Sahani’s
Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP),
whichwasoustedfromtheNDA
recently, celebrated the result,
saying“itspurposeofdefeating
BJPwas served”.
The Bochaha seat was with

the VIP, and the byelectionwas

triggeredbythedeathof itsMLA
MusafirPaswan.TheRJDcandi-
date Amar Kumar Paswan de-
featedtheBJP’sBabyKumariby
amargin of 36,653votes,while
the VIP’s Geeta Kumari got
29,279 votes. Paswan, who
joined the RJD recently, is the
sonofMusafir Paswan.
Amid a public fracas be-

tweentheBJPandShivSena,the
victory of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) candidate in
Maharashtra’s Kolhapur North
Assembly seat came as a relief
to the ruling alliance and a set-
back to the BJP. The Congress’s
Jayshree Jadhavemergedvicto-
riouswith a bigmargin of over
19,000votes. Jadhav, thewifeof
deceased Congress MLA
Chandrakant Jadhav, defeated
Satyajit Kadamof theBJP.
A section of the Shiv Sena

was initially not keen on sup-
porting theCongress candidate
but relented after directions
from Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray. As the result was
known, the Senamocked state
BJPpresidentChandrakantPatil,
whohadsaidhewouldquitpol-
itics and go to theHimalayas in
the event of defeat for the
party’s candidate.
Sena spokesperson Sanjay

Raut said “the victory is cred-
itable inthefaceof falsecharges
being raked up by BJP against
MVA leaders and its attempt to
defamethegovernment...Allthe
three constituents ofMVAwho
foughtunitedlyhave set a good
example... This should be repli-
catedacrossMaharashtra.”
In Chhattisgarh, the ruling

Congress won the Khairagarh
seat inRajnandgaondistrictbya
marginofover20,000votes.The
BJP candidate came second,
whileNOTAgotthethirdhighest
votes. The seat was held by
DevwratSingh,whobelongedto
the royal family in Khairagarh.
Formerlywith the Congress, he
had won the seat on a Janta
CongressChhattisgarhJogiticket.
Both the BJP and Congress

had fielded candidates fromthe
OBCcommunity.TheCongress’s
YashodaVermawon87,640votes
against the BJP’s Komal Janghel,
who got 67,481 votes. The JCCJ
candidategotonly1,218votes.

AAP promise
free in all cases. “If they utilise
more than 600 units, they will
pay only for those units,” Chief
Minister Mann said. The free
power ceiling for these cate-
goriesofconsumersiscurrently
200 units. The Chief Minister
alsoannouncedanincentivefor
bigger consumers to cut their
consumption.
“Ihavearequest forwell-to-

dofamilies,”hesaid.“If theycan
reduce consumption by up to
600 units in twomonths, they
willget600unitsofpowerfree.”
Punjab, Mann said, will

makepowerthecheapest inthe
countryforconsumersofallcat-
egories. “The Chief Minister of
Delhihasmadepowercheapest
in the country. That is whywe
have takenguidance fromhim;
sent officials to him to take ad-
vice.” he said, referring to Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
ArvindKejriwal.
“Themoneythatyousaveon

power, you can spend on your
children. Your life will become
easier. Wewill fulfill each and
everyelectionpromiseoverthe
next fiveyears.Wewill savethe
exchequermoney and return it
to thepeople,”Mannsaid.
In June 2021, Kejriwal had

first promised 300 units of free
power every month to con-
sumersinPunjab,onthelinesof
Delhi. Consumers in Punjab
were at the time paying the
most forpower in the country.
Thereare73.80lakhdomes-

tic power consumers in the
state. Nearly 62.25 lakh -- al-
most85percent--consumeup
to300unitspermonth.Thegov-
ernment’s subsidy bill on this
account is expected to cross Rs
5,500croreannually.
The freepowerbill for farm-

ers amounts to Rs 6,000 crore
per annum. The subsidy bill for
21.83 lakh domestic SC/BC/BPL
familiescomestoaboutRs4,000
crore.Thisgroupofbeneficiaries
paysonlyRs1.19perunitofelec-
tricityuptoa loadof 7KW.
Former Chief Minister

Charanjit Singh Channi had cut
power tariffs byRs 3per unit in
Novemberlastyear.Hehadsaid
that 100 units of power would
bechargedatRs1.19perunit for
alldomestic consumers. (Itwas
Rs 4.19 per unit then.)
Thereafter, consumption be-
tween 100 and 300 units was
billedatRs4perunit insteadof
Rs 7. For more than 300 units,
the charges were Rs 5.76 per
unitasagainsttheearlierrateof
Rs8.76perunit.
In its first tariff order issued

recently, the AAP government
had retained these tariffs.

PM Modi
is an important formula for Ek

Bharat, ShresthBharat," he said.
He said Ram kathas are or-

ganised indifferentparts of the
country. "Be it inwhatever lan-
guage or dialect, the spirit of
Ram katha binds, unites one in
thedevotion to the Lord. This is
the strength of the Indian faith,
our spirituality, ourculture, our
traditions. This iswhat, even in
the troubled period of slavery,
unifieddifferentsections,differ-
ent classes to come together to
resolve for the freedom of the
nation... strengthenedefforts".
"Inspiteof thechangingcir-

cumstances over thousands of
years, India has remained un-
shakeableandresolute.Theflow
of our faith and culture is of
sadbhav(harmony),ofsambhav
(equality), of samavesh (inclu-
sivity). Thus, when the time
came for good to conquer evil,
Lord Ram, in spite of being ca-
pable and able, took everyone
along,unifiedeveryone,people
of all composition, small and
large beings, took their help.
And after bringing together all,
he finished this task -- this is
Sabka Saath, Sabka Prayas. His
life is the best evidence of this,
of which Hanumanji is an im-
portantpart...Wehave to come
together with this spirit, to
achieve our resolve for the na-
tion and to make it shine
brighter," he said.
He said a "mini-Japan" was

taking shape in the Saurashtra
cities of Jamnagar, Rajkot and
Morbiwithspecialisedindustrial
hubs creating jobs. He praised
theKathiawadregionforemerg-
ing as a power centre, with its
tourismandpilgrimagecentres.
Recallinghislongassociation

with Morbi, Modi said the
MachchhudamfailureinAugust
1979 had led to flooding and
deaths. “When the earthquake
came in Bhuj, Kutch (2001), the
lessonslearntfromtheMorbiin-
cident, the experience, came to
use. The way Kutch has flour-
ished after the earthquake goes
to show how Gujarat has the
strength to turn disasters into
opportunities, as learnt from
Morbi. Today, be it ceramics
manufacturing,orclocks,Morbi
hasbecomeanindustrialhubfor
these. Before the Machchhu
dam,allonecouldsee inall four
directions inMorbi were brick
kilnsandbigchimneys.Today, it
is said that on one side there is
Morbi, on the other side Rajkot
andonthethirdsideJamnagar."
"Jamnagar’s brass industry,

Rajkot’s engineering industry
andMorbi’s clock and ceramic
industries have become like a
triumvirate... seems like a new
mini-Japan has been estab-
lished,"he said.

MHA proposal
level, he/shewill notbeempan-
eledforcentraldeputation.MHA
sources said that due to the ex-
isting rules, most IPS officers
comeoncentraldeputationonly
at the IG level, leading to severe
shortageattheSPandDIGlevels.
Moststatesdon’t relieveSPs

andDIGs forcentraldeputation
as they have enough vacancies
at these levels. Since there are
fewerposts at the IG andabove
levels, these officers are then
sent to theCentre.
Sources in the IPS said the

Centre was taking a short cut
that would hurt the services.
“IPS officers at the SP and DIG
levels are not coming to the
Centrebecausethestatesarenot
relievingthem....Whyshouldan
IPSofficermissachancetoserve
attheCentreataseniorlevelbe-
cause the state did not allow
him to go? Also, this may be
counter-productive. If thestates
don’t relieve the officers, there
would be no further empanel-
ment.TheCentrewilleventually
notgetenoughofficersattheIG
andabove levels aswell,” said a
senior IPSofficer.
Sources said the situation

has arisen due to the then A B
Vajpayeegovernment’sdecision
to reduce the size of new IPS
batches as part of its cost-cut-
tingmeasures.From80-90new
officers,theIPSbatcheswerecut
to35-40officers(in1999-2002,
theaveragestoodat36).On the
otherhand,anaverageof about
85 IPSofficers retire everyyear.
“While the number of dis-

trictsinsomestateshasdoubled
inadecadeorso,theavailability
ofofficerswascuttoone-third,”
saida formerMHAofficial.
In 2009, there were over

1,600 vacancies against a sanc-
tionedstrengthofover4,000IPS
officers. The thenManmohan
Singh government tried to cor-
rectthisanomalybyrestoringthe
earlier intake. The IPS batches
wereincreasedtoasmuchas150
--in2020,theintakewas200.As
on January 1, 2020, therewere
908 vacancies against a sanc-
tionedstrengthof4,982.
Earlier, most states, includ-

ing those with NDA govern-
ments like Bihar, criticised the
Centre’sproposal to change the
IASandIPSservicerules,calling

itanattackonthefederal struc-
tureof theConstitution.

Ali Sabry
govern. And talk to the IMF, talk
to the Indian government, you
need somebody to represent
yourcountryandyournation.So,
with reluctance, I thought that I
will take backmy resignation,
anddomylevelbest,”hesaid.
He resigned because “there

was a lot of pressure” from his
family members not to accept
the appointment. “Also, a lot of
people were talking about
whether I was the right fit for
this job. At the beginning, I
thought itbetter tooffer the job
to someoneelsewho isbetter.”
But no one came forward.

“This is not the time to just shy
away from responsibility. You
put your image and your per-
sonal glory and personal com-
fort on the side and do the job
for the nation. It's the nation's
call,” he said.
The task is unenviable. Sri

Lanka has a crippling dollar
shortage and cannot import
manyof theessentialgoodsthat
itneedsforpeople'sdailyneeds
including milk, fuel, rice and
medicines. As of April 12, the
country had temporarily sus-
pended repayment of all exter-
naldebts,totallingabout$51bil-
lion. And it has appealed to Sri
Lankans living abroad to send
remittances home to help the
country tideover the crisis.
“It is a difficult task, most

challenging because Sri Lanka
has never had this kind of eco-
nomic crisis since independ-
ence. I understand the impor-
tant thing is to prevent it from
deteriorating further, at least to
arrest ituntil someproperdeci-
sions are made. So we need to
firefight immediately, protect
the vulnerable here and then
find a way for the balance of
payment crisis until normalcy
returns,” said Sabry, a friend of
President Rajapaksa and, until
recently,headofhispersonal le-
gal team.
“It's not aboutme, it's about

the country,” he said. “Weneed
to protect the institutions, the
centralbank,bankingsystem,its
credibility, its associationwith
payment gateways, friendly re-
lationships with international
multilateral organisations, for-
eigncountries.Theseneedtobe
protected and salvaged, at least
for the timebeing.”
Beingalawyer,hesaid,what

was helping himwas his “skill
to analyse and present a case
andalso to listen”.
Sabry,whosereligiousiden-

tity sits uneasily with some of
the actions of this government,
had resigned once before as
Justice Minister over the ap-
pointment of a controversial
Buddhistmonk,affiliatedtothe
extremist Buddhist group
Bodhiu Bala Sean, as head of a
presidential task force consti-
tuted to study a proposal for
“one country, one law”. Theap-

pointment raised concerns
among Sri Lanka's minorities.
The monk, Galagodaatte
Gnanasara, had been arrested
for anti-Muslim violence, for a
week, andwas releasedonbail.
Hewas convicted later for con-
tempt of court, but received a
Presidential pardon.
Rajapaksa refused to accept

hisresignationevenatthattime,
and Sabry continued, after
telling themedia then that the
matterwas “in limbo”.
Asked about how he views

his government's position on
minorities, he said, “I amwork-
inghardtorestoreorder,restore
stability,restoresupplylinesand
protect therestof theeconomy,
and if we divide ourselves in
terms of race, religion, or any-
thingof thatsort, it isgoingtobe
evenmore difficult. I hate any
sort of division, wherever it
comes from.This isnot time for
divisions, this is time for unity,
thisistimetoputastrongunited
effort toprotect our country.”
All over theworld, and even

in the most liberal Western
democracies, he said, “some
people will try to ignite differ-
encesamongracesandreligions
fortheirpoliticalsurvival.That's
beentheresincetimeimmemo-
rial,but themajorityshouldun-
derstand that these are short-
termdivisivetacticsthatwillnot
work. No country can progress
unless you think as a country.
Thereisnosolutionthatissepa-
rateforeachandeveryoneofus.

Peopleshouldunderstandthat.”
He said Sri Lanka needs

bridge financing of $3-4 billion
totideoverthenext6-9months
topay its import bills.He said it
was “too premature” to say if
India was giving an additional
$2 bn, but “the indications are
positive” and “Indians have
clearly indicatedtheywillstand
bySriLankauntil itstandsonits
feet again, and normal life can
commence... India had been a
true friend inneed”.
Thenext steps, Sabry said, in

themedium-termpriority, was
to focus on the balance of pay-
mentcrisis,andafterthatpursue
a development agenda thatwill
put theeconomybackontrack.
“We need to be realistic, it

has happened over a period of
time, we have lived beyond
ourmeans,” he said, pointing
to the several tax cuts imple-
mented by President
Rajapaksa. He said possible
areas of fiscal consolidation
were taxes, realistic prices for
commodities.
“Every day, the Ceylon

PetroleumCorporationis incur-
ring a loss of about a million.
Someof thestate-ownedenter-
prises are continuing to make
massive losses. Ultimately, that
also has to be funded through
public funding. So I think it's
time for us to reflect onwhat is
right, and what is good in the
long term for the country, and
nottakejustpopulardecisions,”
he said.

Peaceful settlementof out-
standing disputes including
Jammu&Kashmir is indispen-
sable. Pakistan’s sacrifices in
fighting terrorism are well-
known. Let’s secure peace and
focusonsocio-economicdevel-
opmentofourpeople.”
Modi’s congratulatory

tweetwas similar to the letter
he sent to Imran Khan in
August2018whenhebecame
PrimeMinisterof Pakistan.
CongratulatingKhanonhis

assumption of charge, Modi
hadexpressedthehopethatthe
smooth transition of govern-

ment in Pakistan would
strengthen and cement the
people’s belief in democracy.
He recalled their telephone
conversation in which they
spoke of their shared vision to
bringpeace,securityandpros-
perity in the subcontinent to
make it “freeof terror andvio-
lence”,andtofocusondevelop-
ment. Theyhad spoken in July
2018,daysafteritbecameclear
that Khan looked set to be
PrimeMinister.
WithShehbazSharif taking

charge,NewDelhi iswatching
developments in Islamabad,

Rawalpindi and Lahorewith
“cautiousoptimism”forahead-
wayinbilateralties.
Topsourcessaidthechange

in regimemay offer a “diplo-
matic opening”. According to
sources in the strategic estab-
lishment,theimplicationsmay
befar-reaching.
Emergingfromtheshadow

of his elder brother Nawaz
Sharif, Shehbaz, the PML-N
president, is knowntobeclose
to thePakistanArmy--hewas
Chief Minister of Pakistan’s
Punjab province. The Sharif
familyhasbeenanadvocateof

bettertieswithIndia.
Officials pointed out that

the core concerns of the two
countriesremainthesame,and
Shehbaz is well placed to re-
sume the bilateral conversa-
tion.BettertradetieswithIndia
could provide the much-
needed boost to Pakistan’s
economy.Knowntobefocused
on infrastructure projects —
construction of roads, bridges
and flyovers and transport
projects in Pakistan Punjab—
Shehbaz is keen to deliver be-
forethenextPakistanelections
in2023.

Seek meaningful talks with India,
peaceful ties: Shehbaz to Modi
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other. They damaged public
propertyandtorchedvehicles,"
aseniorpoliceofficersaid.
Seniorofficersrushedtothe

spotandadditionalforceswere
called in, said police. "Police
triedtocontrolthecrowddur-
ing which several personnel
were injured,"anofficersaid.
OnSaturdaynight, thearea

had been locked down, roads
were barricaded, andpolice in
riot gearhadbeendeployed in
largenumbers.Theroadswere
littered with glass shards,
bricks, and stones. A burnt out
shellofascooterlayontheroad.
AutopartsmechanicAkash

Thakur (20), said he had
parked his bike and was
headed to join the Shobha
Yatrathatwaspassingthrough
Block B, near Kushal Cinema,
whentheclashesbrokeout.
"I ran for my life. When I

came back to where I had
parkedmybike, I found itwas
missing.Wewere celebrating
peacefully,"Thakursaid.
Mastan (27), a resident of

Block C, said hewas out buy-
ing fruits at the time. He
claimed that those in the rally
raised slogans suchas "Bharat
mein rehna hoga toh Jai Shri
Ramkehnahoga."
He also alleged that some

people carrying saffron flags
had tried to enter amosque,
andthattheviolencehadesca-

lated because the police pres-
enceinthearea isusuallythin.
"The stone pelting took

placefrombothsides.Wetried
to stop the clashes, appealed
forpeace,"Mastansaid.
CabdriverAjayKumar(27)

saidhesustainedinjuriestohis
leg as he fled the violence. "I
hadcometocheckonmypar-
ents when I heard news of a
clash. Therewas fierce stone-
pelting, andwhile I managed
to escape from the area, my
Swift Dzire carwas destroyed
bythemob.HowwillIearnmy
livingnow?"hesaid.
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal condemned the vio-
lence and appealed for calm.
"The incident of stone pelting
duringaShobhaYatrainDelhi's
Jahangirpuri is condemnable.
There should be strict action
againstthosewhoaretoblame.
I appeal to everyone -- hold
eachother'shandandmaintain
peace,"hetweeted.
Kejriwalsaidhehadspoken

to Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal."Heassuredthatallsteps
arebeingtakentoensurepeace
and that guilty will not be
spared,"theChiefMinistersaid.
Inapress release, theL-G's

office said: "L-G has con-
demned the incidents of vio-
lence and stone pelting in the
NationalCapitalasunfortunate
and said that none behind

theseactivitieswill be spared.
He took stock of the situation
along with CP, Delhi and has
appealed to the people to
maintain peace...and cooper-
ate with the police in main-
taining lawandorder..."
BJPleaderKapilMishrasaid

the incidents in Jahangirpuri
shouldbetreatedasaterrorist
attack.Heallegedthatthearea
was known to harbour
"Bangladeshi infiltrators",and
that people had been mo-
bilisedfor the2020Delhi riots
fromthearea."Theyshouldbe
identified and their homes
shouldbebulldozed,"hesaid.
Manoj Tiwari, the BJPMP

from North East Delhi, said,
"There has been stone pelting
in Delhi's Jahangirpuri on
Hanuman Jayanti... This inci-
dentdidnotoccurallof asud-
den; it is a conspiracy. Police
shouldimmediatelyconducta
probeandtakestrictestaction
against the culprits. Though
thesituation isgettingback to
normal,... there should be a
thoroughprobeonwhoarethe
culprits, where the stones
came from... Their houses
should be checked for
weapons, and their IDs. I can
saywith confidence that sev-
eral incidents are takingplace
through a conspiracy. I would
also request Chief Minister
Kejriwal that this is not the

timetoshirkresponsibility,but
to work collectively and step
forwardtopunishtheculprits.
Pleasemaintainharmony."
Delhi BJP chief Adesh

Gupta said the violence was
"not a coincidence but a huge
conspiracy". "The
culprits...should be punished
andDelhiPolicewilldefinitely
ensure that. Iwill speak to the
Home Minister too. But the
question arises that in several
unauthorisedcoloniesofDelhi
--whetherit is Jahangirpurior
Jamuna Paar -- Bangladeshis
andRohingyasarestayingille-
gally inlargenumbersandthe
Delhi government is giving
them electricity and water
connections.TheDelhigovern-
ment is answerable as towhy
they are providing protection
tosuchpeople."
The Delhi Police

CommissionersaidonTwitter:
"In today's incident in NW
District, the situation is under
control. Adequate additional
force has been deployed in
Jahangirpuri&other sensitive
areas.Seniorofficershavebeen
asked to remain in field and
closelysupervisethelaw&or-
der situation & undertake pa-
trolling. Strict action will be
taken against rioters. Citizens
are requested to not to pay
heed to rumours and fake
newsonsocialmedia."

Stone-throwing in Delhi on Hanuman
Jayanti, six policemen among injured
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Our development parameter is very simple. It is about how the poorest of the poor
can benefit from development. The upliftment of the poor is our priority and the
poor is central focus of our economic agenda - Narendra Modi

UNPRECEDENTED EXPANSION OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
ACCELERATING INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT

Government of India

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana facilitated access to banking for poor - over 45 crore
Jan Dhan accounts opened
With the facility of free accidental insurance of `2 lakh, 31.6 crore RuPay Debit cards issued free of cost
Linking of Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile has made the system transparent and enabling transfer of
Government benefits without any middlemen, directly to beneficieries
Facility of DBT has ensured protection of economic interest of the poor & needy amidst
challenges of pandemic

Under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, loans to the tune of `18.60 lakh crore provided
through 34.42 crore loan accounts of entrepreneurs
For setting up of greenfield enterprises under Stand-up India Scheme, loan of
`14.5 thousand crore disbursed to 1.35 lakh SC/ST and women entrepreneurs
Pradhan Mantri SVANidhi Yojana provides easy micro-credit to street vendors;
30 lakh street vendors received credit amounting to `3.2 thousand crore

Under Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, accidental insurance cover of ` 2 lakh
provided at a premium of ` 12 per annum- 28.19 crore people enrolled
Under Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, life insurance cover of `2 lakh
provided at a premium of ` 330 per annum - 12.66 crore people enrolled
Atal Pension Yojana provides guaranteed monthly pension after 60 years of age,
over 4 crore people enrolled

Banking the Unbanked

Securing the Unsecured

Funding the Unfunded

Govern
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Cases cross 400 mark, capital’s
positivity rate shoots past 5%
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

DELHI RECORDED 461 new
Covid cases Saturday, up from
366 the previous day. The posi-
tivity rate shot up to 5.33% on
Saturdaywhen8,646testswere
done, a dip from 9,275 tests on
Fridaywhen a positivity rate of
3.95%wasrecorded.
The number of Covid cases

hasbeenontheriseoverthepast
fewdays.While299caseswere
recorded on April 13, the num-
berincreasedto325onApril14,
andfurtherto366onApril15.A
week ago, on April 9, the num-

ber of fresh cases stood at 160,
when the positivity rate was
1.55% and 10,312 tests were
done.
Thenumberofactivecasesa

weekagowas581, lessthanhalf
the current number of active
cases (1,262).
Meanwhile, Deputy CM

Manish Sisodia Saturday said
casesmayhave been rising, but
thereisnoneedtoworryashos-
pitalisation is low.Hereiterated
that instructions have been is-
suedtoschoolstofollowthegov-
ernment’sSoPif theydetectany
case. “There are only six Covid
patients admitted at LokNayak
hospital,”hesaid.

District authorities have
rampeduptesting,contacttrac-
ing and vaccination campaigns.
OfficialssaidrandomCovidtest-
ingwill restartatMetrostations
andplaces that seehigh footfall
likemarkets, bus stops and rail-
ways stations after the DDMA
meetingonApril 20.
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal on Friday had said that
the capital has increased its re-
sourcestobeabletohandleanin-
creaseinCovidcases.
Thereare1,262activecasesin

the city, going by theDelhi gov-
ernment health bulletin. A total
of772Covidpositivepersonsare
inhome isolation,while59peo-

ple, including suspected Covid
positivepatients,areadmittedto
hospitals.Ofthe29Covidpositive
patientsadmittedtohospitals,11
are in intensive care units, and
eightareonoxygensupport.Ato-
talof27patientsadmittedtohos-
pitals are from the city, and two
are fromoutsideDelhi. The city
recordedtwodeathsfromthein-
fectionSaturday.Nodeathswere
recordedonApril13,14and15.
A total of 9,508 people re-

ceivedadoseof thevaccineover
thepast24hours.Ofthese,atotal
of 5,250 were precaution or
boosterdoses,while1,724people
receivedtheirfirstshot,and2,534
people took theseconddose.

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

AMONG THE crowd of family
and friends gathered outside
Kartik Vasudev’s (21) home in
Ghaziabad’s Rajendra Nagar on
Saturday afternoon, waiting for
the body to arrive from the air-
port,werehischildhoodfriends.
“Hewanted to comeback in

the summer,wehadmadea list
of thingswewanted him to get
for us,” said Kamal Thakur (21)
an engineering student, who
studiedwithKartikatDAVPublic
School,Sahibabad.“Hewasgone
only for a fewmonths, butwas
always in touch. Hewould give
usminutedetailsofhislifethere...
tellusabouthisassignments,the

purchaseofaphoneandtheEMI
hewaspayingforit,”saidChirayu
Baliyan (21), who also studied
withKartik.
Kartikwasshotdeadoutside

a subway station in Canada’s
Toronto lastweek.His bodywas
brought home to Ghaziabad

wherehis funeralwasheld.
“He would ask us to shift

there,sowecouldrecreateamini
Rajendra Nagar... He always
wantedtogoabroadandwasliv-
inghisdream.Hehad the lifehe
wanted there... a good college,
good friends,” said Kamal, who

livesinthesameneighbourhood.
“Hewas a good student and

wasalwayspunctual.Wewould
get scolded all the time, but not
him.Ifweweretogosomewhere,
hewouldbewaiting15minutes
inadvance,”Kamalrecalled.
Thebodyarrivedinanambu-

lancearound4pm,placedinacof-
fin inside abox, leaving the fam-
ily inconsolable as the coverwas
lifted.HewascrematedatHindon
Ghat. “The flight landed around
noon, but it took some time to
complete the process at the air-
port. He had gone in January...,”
saidPreeti,Kartik’saunt.
Kartikwas studying a global

management course at Seneca
University. Hewas travelling to
workatarestaurantwhenhewas
shotoutsideSherbournesubway
station. The Toronto Police have
arrested a 39-year-old man,
Richard JonathanEdwin, in con-

nectionwiththemurder.
JiteshVasudev,Kartik’sfather,

said, “There is no update on the
investigation.It’salongweekend
there,andthenexthearingisex-
pectedtobeonApril20.Weneed
justice,andweplanontravelling
to Canada tomake sure every-
thingisontrack...”
GauravVasdev,Kartik’scousin,

said themotiveof theattackwas
unclear. Edwinhad shot another
person twodays later. “The em-
bassyandCanadianpolicehelped
usbringthebodyback.Theyfast-
trackedtheprocesswhichusually
takesabout15days.”

Body of student shot dead in Canada brought home

Kartik(top)wascremated
onSaturdayinGhaziabad.
PremNathPandey
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Noida, the smart hub of the future

Paramount Group’s
projects are ready

for possession

ZIPPING highways connecting cities
across north India,an airport that con-
nects the world to the heart of Uttar

Pradesh, Metro corridors for ease of living,
manufacturing and knowledge hubs and a
smart city with character,Noida has emerged
as a sustainable and growth-oriented model
for the future.

Noida has attracted the most investment
among cities in the last four-and-a-half
years. It received nearly Rs 64,000 crore in
investments, which helped it create more
than 4.5 lakh jobs. According to data, large
domestic and international investors have
put a lot of money into the market over the
last few years.

Noida is governed by three authorities: the
Noida Industrial DevelopmentAuthority, the
Greater Noida Industrial Development Au-
thority and the Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial DevelopmentAuthority,all of which are
located in Gautam Budh Nagar district. In the
last one-and-a-half years, the three develop-
ment bodies have sold almost 3,000 acres of
land to investors from across the country and
beyond. The three authorities have indeed
made it easier for businesses to invest in
Noida. In the previous four-and-a-half years,
the NoidaAuthority created 1.5 lakh jobs by
investing roughly Rs 22,000 crore. It is now
planning to build a smart village.

Investors such as Samsung,TCS,Microsoft
and Data Center, among others, have made
substantial investments and vouch for the
ease of doing business. The city has pur-
chased more than 39,146 acres of land for
Rs 2,500 crore in order to build mega-data
processing centres.Microsoft has purchased
60,000 acres of land on its own, with ambi-
tions to invest Rs 1,000 crore in the IT industry.
INGK Company has also purchased 47,833
acres of land for an investment of Rs 5,500
crore in the real estate industry.

Through MSME Park, Apparel Park, Toy
City and Medical Park, there is a huge invest-
ment.TheYamuna Expressway Industrial De-

velopmentAuthority (YEIDA) is all set to es-
tablish new benchmarks with its Film City
and Jewar Airport, the biggest in India and
perhaps SouthAsia.

YEIDA has given 150 acres of land in
Noida for theApparel Export Cluster,paving
the way for Uttar Pradesh’s first textile park.
With a projected investment of Rs 8,365.73
crore,152 companies are scheduled to set up
units within the textile park, employing
around five lakh workers. In the first phase,
work on 91 textile and apparel facilities is
well under way,with production set to begin
soon.Two lakh people will be employed after
these 91 textile and apparel companies are
completed.

The state government’s objective,accord-
ing to industry department sources, is to cre-
ate a global garment hub that can tap into
the lucrative international textile supply
chain,which now includes Bangladesh,Viet-
nam and Indonesia as significant producers.

According to sources, in the last four years,
66 prominent entrepreneurs have submitted
bids to invest Rs 8715.16 crore in the textile
and apparel sector. Twelve textile factories
have already been established, with the de-
velopment of 18 more currently under way.
The goal is to get the 18 textile facilities up
and running this year. Furthermore, produc-

tion in 17 additional textile facilities is antic-
ipated to begin next year.

The Uttar Pradesh government intends to
build more integrated textile parks in the
state’s major textile manufacturing districts,
including Meerut, Agra, Jhansi, Gorakhpur,
Varanasi,Lucknow,and Kanpur divisions.Ac-
cording to exporters, theApparel Park is likely
to attract roughly Rs 2,500 crore in invest-
ment and generate an extra 5,000 crore in
foreign exchange yearly.

In Sector 24, Noida, an Apparel Training
and Design Centre has been established to
teach skills to garment factory craftsmen.
NAEC plans to build a similar centre in the
park to train workers and place them in the
garment industry.

In GB Nagar, there are roughly 3,000 gar-
ment production units in operation,employ-
ing approximately 10 lakh people directly or
indirectly. The district produces readymade
garments worth Rs 30,000 crore annually,of
which Rs 25,000 crore is exported and the
remainder is sold domestically.

The new Noida InternationalAirport in Je-
war is a significant benefit for commercial
and residential real estate in Noida, Greater
Noida and theTaj Expressway. It will alter the
dynamics of real estate in the NCR, bringing
Noida at par with Gurugram. Land prices,

apartment and office rents in the region are
currently much lower than in Gurugram,and
the gap will close significantly if the airport is
completed on time.As a result, the rates will
begin to move as well.

Despite Noida’s stronger infrastructure
and access from Delhi,corporates and MNCs
have traditionally favoured Gurugram over
Noida due to its closeness to Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport. This disparity is set to
vanish over the next three years.The real es-
tate market in Noida has already begun to
reflect expectations of a property boom.The
sectors of Greater Noida and Noida closest
to Jewar are the main beneficiaries of this.

In the next few years, the Jewar airport will
play a critical role in the overall growth of the
Noida and Greater Noida sectors.The airport
will provide much-needed connectivity to
these locations, boosting confidence in real
estate across asset classes.

Due to the seamless connectivity and
high-end infrastructural developments like
Film City, JewarAirport will attract a new sec-
tion of corporate class, including HNIs and
UHNIs, who will be evaluating the city for
long-term income opportunities. In this con-
text, real estate will emerge as one of the
brighter options. As a new class of corporate
buyers and investors enters the market, de-
mand for residential and commercial real es-
tate will change dramatically.With multiple
firms exhibiting interest in the region for in-
vestment in the electronics sector,as well as
the forthcoming international airport, an
electronics and mobile accessories hub near
the region could become a reality.

In addition, compared to the Yamuna Ex-
pressway, where the airport is being built,
Faridabad is already a populated micro mar-
ket. As a result, the former has a better prob-
ability of appreciating than the latter. So
Noida is now an incubator of possibilities
and with its futuristic outlook and apt re-
source mobilisation is set to drive transfor-
mation across North India.

NCR-based real estate devel-
oper Paramount Group’s res-
idential projects are ready

for possession, like Paramount Golf-
foreste located opposite Zeta sector,
Greater Noida. It offers villas, studio
apartments, lockable office spaces
and apartments which are open to
sales for interested buyers. Para-
mount Emotions, located in Greater
Noida West, and Paramount Florav-
ille, in Sector 137, Expressway, have
already been delivered and families
are already residing there.

The Paramount Group has com-

pleted multiple projects in the pan-
demic period and expanded to many
prime areas and regions. It has de-
veloped projects to establish better
connectivity and provided homes to
thousands of buyers.

The group is offering luxurious vil-
las, studios, apartments and lockable
office spaces. Multi-range two-room
and three-room apartments are also
available for customers at affordable
prices.

The group has delivered multiple
ready-to-move-in projects in differ-
ent locations.

Investors such as Samsung, TCS, Microsoft and Data Center, among others,
have made substantial investments and vouch for the ease of doing business

ANANDMOHANJ&
MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, APRIL 17

STREETS OUTSIDE amosque in
Jahangirpuri wore a deserted
look, shopswereshuttered,and
the streetlight illuminated a
chain of men standing guard
throughthenight.
Butitwasn’tjustthemosque

they said theywere protecting;
the men said they were also
watching over a Kali Mata
mandirnearby.
Sajid Saifi, an electronics

shop owner who lives in the
area,said:“HindusandMuslims
havealwayslivedtogetherhere.
I have eaten prasad at this tem-
pleandHinduscelebratewithus
on our festivals. This has never
happenedbefore;outsidershave
ruined thepeace.”
Jahangirpuri’s blockBandC,

where the communal clashes
tookplace, ishometoaworking
class population including fish
sellers,mobile repair shops and
clothes retailers.
Hoursafter theviolence, ad-

vocate Shiv (35) sat outside his
friendAmir’s home. “Weall be-
camefriendsbecauseourfather
and grandfathers have been
friends.Somefromtherallytried
to climb themosque; I feel bad
seeingthis. Itwas justyesterday
that I helped distribute sharbat
and water amongmyMuslim
friends,andtodayoutsiderstried
toruinourbond.Wewillnotal-
lowit tohappen,”hesaid.
Pappu Kumar (17) was also

outonSaturdaynight,insolidar-
ity with his friends, Aneez and

Nafees. “I celebrated Holi with
them. It feelsstrangethatsome-
thinglikethishappened,”hesaid.
His friend Nafees said, “We

also treat the Kali Matamandir
like our own. I am on talking
termswiththePandit... IsayRam
RamwhenI seehim,”hesaid.
However, there is palpable

fear in the area. Kalu (50), a fish
seller, held his 11-year-old
daughter andwatched the po-
lice vans zip past his home. He
was supposed to drive to a fish
market in Haryana and buy 12

quintals of fish like every other
day.“Iamscaredtogoout.There
is fear thatsomepeoplewantto
fight. Saara mahaul kharab kar
diyabaharke logonne,”hesaid.

Workingwith peace
committee: Police
According to police, the

‘Shobha Yatra’ had police per-
mission. SpecialCP (lawandor-
derofNorthernzone)Dependra
Pathak said late Saturdaynight:
“The situation is under control.
Wearegoing toeachhouseand

requestingallresidentstomain-
tainpeaceandharmony.Weare
prepared to deal with any ru-
mourmongering or unruly ele-
ments.We are in constant dia-
logue with members of the
peace community.” He said “a
few policemen have been in-
juredandonewasshotat”.
An officer said there was a

deploymentofaround50police-
men in Jahangirpuri alongwith
PCRs,MVPsanddrones.
Sources said that following

clashesinotherpartsofthecoun-
try,theDCPshadalreadybeenin-
formedbyseniorofficialsandthe
special branch to be on alert.
“Theywere asked tomake ade-
quatearrangementsduringsuch
processions,” saidanofficer.

COMMUNALCLASHES

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

LEADERS OF the Aam Aadmi
PartySaturdayhitoutat theBJP
for felicitating eight men ac-
cusedofattackingChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwal’s residence.
Kejriwal, without naming

BJP, tweeted, “If someonecom-
mits hooliganism in America,
he goes to jail, in India he goes
to a specific party. If someone
molestsagirl inEurope,hegoes
to jail, in India he goes to this
party. They will never make
good schools. They need lakhs
of illiterategoons, thugsandun-
employedpeople for their hate
politics. Our country needs to
boycott parties that support
hooligans, criminals if it actu-
ally wants to become a world
leader.”
Hewas responding to party

MPRaghavChadha’s press con-
ferenceearlier in thedayon the
same issue. Chadha said that in
theUS, if somebody indulges in
hooliganism,heisput in jail: “In

India, they join the BJP. In
Europeancountries, if someone
harasses yourmothers and sis-
ters, they go to jail. In India, if
theydo this, theygo toBJP.”
Chadha also called the BJP a

party of “goons and ruffians”.
“BJPhasbecomeapartyofgoons
andruffians...Wehavenoqualms
insayingthattheyhavebecome
‘Bharat ki Jaahil Party’. Their
goons and ruffians attack AAP
leaders. Theyhave attacked and
vandalised the home of Arvind
Kejriwal,whoistheelectedChief
Minister of Delhi, who isworld

famous, a former Income Tax
Commissioner and an IIT alum-
nus. The BJP calls them... felici-
tates them, honours themwith
siropa (robe) and shawl, clicks
photosof themand issuespress
releases,” he Chadha. He also
cited instances of BJPmembers
“vandalisingthehomeofDeputy
CMManishSisodia”and“enter-
ing Delhi Jal Board’s under-
groundreservoirinSoniaVihar”.
Chadhaalso said theBJPgov-

ernment did notwant to build
schools or provide employment
astheyneeded“illiterategoonsfor
theirarmy”. “BJPwillneverbuild
goodschoolsandcollegesforyou.
Theywon’t do it because they
want anarmyof illiterate goons.
If peoplegetaccess toeducation,
howwill BJPget illiterategoons?
Theywill also not produce em-
ployment opportunities for you.
IfBJPdoesthis,howwillscoresof
unemployed ruffians andgoons
jointheirarmy?”hesaid.
“The question in front of us

today is, do we want to make
IndiaalawlessstatelikePakistan
or Sri Lanka? Or dowewant to

make it a developed nation
where our competition is with
themost developed countries
like European countries, the US
and Japan?” saidChadha.
He said the country will

progress only when “people
boycottaparty liketheBJP... and
call themtraitors”. “Today, if the
BJP is most scared of anybody,
it’s Arvind Kejriwal. Their
lumpen elements are most
scared of Kejriwal’s education
model,” he said.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia also spoke out
against the BJP and appealed to
people to boycott those who
“engage in bullying and petty
politics”.
“The BJP not only protects

goons and thugs, but also treats
themlikeheroes,honoursthem
at itsoffice.TheBJP’s true face is
out in the open, its rolemodels
are gangsters and goons, not
freedomfightersandmartyrs. It
is high time... its politicians are
boycottedandthecountrystarts
discussing science, education
andemployment,”hesaid.

Atviolence-hit Jahangirpuri,
a common refrain: ‘We live in
peace, outsiders ruinedmahaul’
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AAPMPChadhacalledthe
BJPa ‘partyof goons’

AAP slams BJP for felicitating 8 who
‘attacked’ CM home, calls for boycott

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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NOIDAPOLICEremainedonhigh
alert followingclashesbetween
twocommunities inNorthwest
Delhi on Saturday evening.
Shortly after the incident,
Prashant Kumar, ADG Law and
Order, stated that an alert has
been issued to state police de-
partments to maintain vigil
againstanti-social elements.
On late Saturday evening,

patrollingwas carried out in all
three zones — Noida, Central

andGreaterNoida.Officersalso
took out a flag march in
crowdedareas.

Policearemaintainingsecu-
ritymeasures inmetrostations,
markets and areas with mixed

population.
Securitywillalsobestepped

uponrouteswhereprocessions
willbetakenoutinordertopre-
vent any clashes or lawandor-
der situation, said police.
Areaswherehistorysheeters

have been found active are also
beingmonitored,officials said.
Anappealhasbeenissuedto

the public to immediately in-
form police in case of any anti-
socialactivitythatcoulddisturb
peace in the region.
Similar police activities will

be carried out in different parts
ofWestUPaswell,officialssaid.

Officersalso tookouta flagmarches incrowdedareas

Noida Police on high alert after clashes
in Northwest Delhi, step up security

Security tightenedat
Jahangirpuri, Saturday;
(left)ShivKumar(extreme
left) saidoutsiders triedto
ruintheirbond.
PraveenKhanna/AnandMohan J

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,735 9,674
ICU BEDS 2,197 2,176

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
9,508

NOIDA
Apr 15 Apr16

Cases 43 70
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 150 171
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 59
OXYGENSUPPORT 8
VENTILATORSUPPORT 0

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
18,68,033

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
April15 366 209 0 9,275
April16 461 269 2 8,646
Total 1,262* 18,40,611 26,160 3,75,49,472
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi
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THE CENTRAL and state gov-
ernmentshave introducedvar-
iouswelfare schemes targeted
at the poor and the margin-
alised sections of society — to
avail ration, pension, even gas
cylinders. Inpart4of thisseries,
Lokniti-CSDS’s studyontheur-
ban poor of Delhi tries to see
the outreach of some popular
welfare schemes and whether
the targetedgroupsare indeed
getting the benefits they are
supposed to.

PDS, Jan Dhan Yojna
Thefindingsfromthesurvey

suggest that close to seven in
ten (69%) surveyedhouseholds
have benefited from the Public
Distribution System (PDS)
scheme throughwhich people
get ration at subsidised cost.
Close to a quarter (23%) of

households also reported that
theyopenedtheiraccountsun-
der the Jan Dhan Yojna intro-
duced by the BJP-led central
government, which helped
peopleavail thebenefitsof var-
ious schemes launched during
Covid-19.
During the pandemic, the

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana was introduced, which
providedRs500towomenhav-
ing a Jan Dhan account. The
study found that a mere 9% of
households said they got the
amount. However, if thehouse-
hold had a Jan Dhan account,
amongst themalittleoverone-
fifth said that they got theben-
efitunderPradhanMantriGarib
KalyanYojana.
Sixteen percent of house-

holds benefited from the pen-
sion scheme and 15% received
gas cylinders under Ujjwala
Yojna, a central government
scheme (Table 1).
Though not many urban

slum dwellers could avail the
benefit of the Direct Cash
Transferby thecentral govern-
ment under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana
duringCovid-19, theygotother
forms of assistance from the
government during the pan-
demic.
A little over seven in ten

(71%) households got free ra-
tion provided by the govern-
mentandtwo-fifthssaidthey
received free medicines and
treatment.
Merely 8% of households

got financial help from the
government during Covid
(Table 2).

Delivery, accessibility
When we look at delivery

and accessibility of thewelfare
schemes,wefoundthatavailing
theseserviceswasnotverychal-
lengingfortheurbanpoor.Nine
of tenrespondentssaidtheyhad
never paid any bribe to get the

benefits of any schemes.
However, data shows that

lack of proper documents be-
cameahurdle at times in avail-
ing these services. Sixteen per-
centofhouseholdsinthesurvey
said that they were denied ra-
tion due to the lack of identity
proof documents and 7% said

that theywere denied help re-
lated to medical treatment
(Table 3). The government is
promotingdigitalisationinserv-
ice delivery and encouraging
people to apply online for wel-
fare schemes.
While itwasbelievedthat it

wouldbedaunting for thepoor
to apply online, the data pres-
ents a positive picture, with
close to a quarter of the urban
poor households in Delhi say-
ingtheyhadappliedforgovern-
ment services. However, one
doesn’t know whether they
sought help from others or ap-
pliedon their own.
Data suggest that people liv-

ing in Delhi’s slums are getting
benefitsofstatewelfareschemes,
especially freerationorrationat
subsidised cost. However,
schemessuchaspensionanddi-
rect cash transfer under the
PradhanMantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana was not well delivered
amongurbanpoorandnotmany
couldavail itsbenefits.

Theauthorsareresearchersat
Lokniti-CSDS,Delhi.Forthestudy,
1,080 people spread across 55
slums covering all 11 districts of
Delhi were interviewed using a
structured questionnaire by
means of face-to-face interview
method.Theinterviewswerecon-
ductedby trained field investiga-
tors for threemonths (November
2021 to January2022).
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

JAMMU DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEGA PROJECTS DIVISION JAMMU

FRESH NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

e-NIT No. JDA-MP/2022-23/e-NIT/04 Dated 11.04.2022
Executive Engineer, Mega Projects Division Jammu on behalf of Vice Chairman ,JDA ,e-bids from the firms dealing in the similar nature of
works whose particulars are given below:-

S.
No

Name of Work Name of
Division

Approx.
Cost

Earnest
Money
(in Rs.)

Cost of
document
(in Rs )

Contract
Time

Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 Outsourcing of facility Management
Services involving Housekeeping,

Sanitation, Operation and
Maintanance including Technical

Services (Electrical and Mechanical)
for General Bus Stand-cum-Multi

Level Car Parking, Jammu

Mega
Projects
Division

Rate to be
quoted by

the
Contractor
for One
Month.

100,000/- Rs.1500/- Two
Years

The Firms
Dealing in the

similar nature of
works.

1. Date of Publishing11.04.2022
2. TheBiddingdocumentscanbeseenanddownloadedfromthewebsitehttp://jktenders.gov.infrom 11.04.2022 (1800Hrs) to

25.04.2022 (1400 Hrs.)
3. The Pre-Bid Meeting shall be held in JDA Vikas Bhawan,Rail Head Complex on 20.04.2022 at 12:00 PM.
4. TheBids shall bedepositedinelectronicformatonthewebsitehttp://jktenders.gov.infrom11.04.2022 (1800Hrs) to 25.04.2022

(1400 Hrs.).
a. The technical bids received will be opened on26.05.2022(1500Hrs).
b. The complete bidding process will be online.

5. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.inBid documents contain
qualifying criteria for bidder, scope of work, bill of quantities, terms and conditions and other details

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Mega Projects Div. JDA
DIP/J-225-P/22 GBS Jammu

©�æÚ ÂýÎðàæ »‹Ùæ àæôÏ ÂçÚáÎ, àææãÁãæ¢ÂéÚ
Â˜ææ¢· Ñ 215-16/âæÌ-17/2022-23 çÎÙæ¢· Ñ àææãÁãæ¢ÂéÚ 11 ¥ÂýñÜ, 2022

§ü-çÙçßÎæ âê¿Ùæ
©.Âý. »‹Ùæ àæôÏ ÂçÚáÎ, àææãÁãæ¢ÂéÚ ·ð çÜØð Â¢Áè·ë Ì È ×ôZ âð çÙ�Ù · æØü ãðÌé §ü-
çÙçßÎæ ¥æ×¢ç˜æÌ · è ÁæÌè ãñ´ Ð çÙçßÎæ ÂýÂ˜æ ©.Âý. · è §ü-Âý�ØôÚ×ð´Å · è ßðÕâæ§Å
https://etender.up.nic.in âð ÂýæŒÌ °ß¢ Îð¹ð Áæ â· Ìð ãñ´ Ð çÙçßÎæ ·ð âæÍ
Earnest money · è ÏÙÚæçàæ 12,000/- ß çÙçßÎæ ×êËØ L . 590/-
FDR/BANK DRAFT/NEFT/RTGS ·ð ×æŠØ× âð çÙÎðàæ· , ©.Âý. »‹Ùæ àæôÏ
ÂçÚáÎ, àææãÁãæ¢ÂéÚ ·ð Âÿæ ×ð´ ÎðØ ãôÙæ ¥çÙßæØü ãñÐ NEFT/RTGS mæÚæ ÂçÚáÎ ·ð
Õñ´· , ÕÇ¸ õÎæ ©.Âý. »ýæ×è‡æ Õñ´· Õýæ‹¿-ÜôÏèÂéÚ , àææãÁãæ¢ÂéÚ ·ð ¹æÌæ â¢.-
56800100001699 IFSC Code-BARB0BUPGBX (Fifth character
zero) ×ð´ Á×æ ç· Øæ Áæ â· Ìæ ãñÐ çÁâ· è S·ñ Ù · æÂè ¥ÂÜôÇ · ÚÙæ ¥çÙßæØü ãñÐ
Åð‡ÇÚÎæÌæ · ô È ×ü · æ çÙ×æüÌæ/¥çÏ·ë Ì ÇèÜÚ Âý×æ‡æ Â˜æ/ Â¢Áè· Ú‡æ Âý×æ‡æ Â˜æ,
¥æØ· Ú · æ ÂñÙ Ù¢., Áè.°â.Åè. ·ð Âý×æ‡æ · è S·ñ Ù · æÂè §ü-Åð‡ÇÚ ·ð âæÍ ¥ÂÜôÇ
· ÚÙæ ¥çÙßæØü ãô»èÐ
· æØü · æ Ùæ×- �ÜôÚð‹ÅÚæ çÙÜè ÂýôÜ 18.5 ÂýçÌàæÌ °ââè 364 Âñ· ¥æòÈ 150
°×°Ü àææãÁãæ¢ÂéÚ
· æØü · è ¥ßçÏ-15-20 çÎÙ
§-ü çÙçßÎæ Âæý ŒÌ ÌÍæ ßÕð âæ§Å ÂÚ ¥ÂÜôÇ · ÚÙð · è ¥ç¢ Ì× çÌçÍ °ß¢ â×Ø-
26.04.2022, 12.00 ÕÁð Ì·

çÙÎðàæ·
©.Âý. »‹Ùæ àæôÏ ÂçÚáÎ,

àææãÁãæ¢ÂéÚ

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH
AT/PO- SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020,

E-mail address- serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com
No. Tender Online - RWCCESNG -06 of 2022-23, Letter No. 884 /Dtd. 12.04.2022

e-Procurement NOTICE

O-76

1. Type of the Work : Bridge (BSY)

2. Class of Contractor : As specified in the column-6 of the Annexure

3. Time of Completion : As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure

4. Detail Projects : As per Annexure attached
5. Estimated Cost : As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure
6. Other details :

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of Tender
on-line for bidding

Last Date &
Time of
Seeking
Tender

Clarification

Date & Time of
opening of tender

From To Technical
Bid

Financial
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief

Construction
Engineer, Rural
Works Circle,
Sundargarh

RWCCESNG-
06 of 2022-23

18.04.2022
11:00 AM

02.05.2022
5:00 PM

30.04.2022
5:00 PM

04.05.2022
11:00 AM

Will be
intimated
separately

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh
OIPR- 25133/11/0009/2223
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Twenty eight years ago you made the
supreme sacrifice for the honour of the Regt
and Country while serving in the icy glacier
of Siachen. Your heroic deeds epitomize
valour and sacrifice that acts as a source of
inspiration & strength to us.

CO & All Ranks 17 Para Fd Regt
(8 RAJPUT)

GUNNER
TAMIL SELVAN

GOVTWELFARESCHEMES

Rationreachingpeople,worktobedoneondirectcashtransfer, reveals surveyofurbanpoor

Thefindings fromthesurveysuggest thatclosetoseveninten(69%)surveyedhouseholdshavebenefitted fromthePublic
DistributionSystem(PDS).Archive

7 in 10 have availed of PDS scheme;
lack of documents occasional hurdle

TABLE 1

EXCEPTRATION, OTHERGOVTSCHEMES
AREBEYONDTHEREACHOF THEPOOR

TABLE2

DURINGCOVID, URBANPOORGOT
GOVTHELP IN THE FORMOF

TABLE3

Inthe last fiveyearshaveyoubenefitedfrom:(%)

PublicDistributionSystem(PDS) 69

JanDhanYojna 23

PradhanMantriGaribKalyanYojana* 22

Pension(Old,Widow,Divyaang) 16

UjjwalaYojna 15
*Beneficiariesamongthosewhohaveaccountsunder JanDhanYojna.

Freegrains/
food

71% 40% 8% 4%

Free
medicines/
treatment

Financial
help

Help
relatedto
joborwork

Rationforhome16%

Helprelatedto
treatment 7%

Note:Restdidnot respond

TABLE4

Note:Restdidnot respond

Yes

23%
No

76%

APPLIED FORONLINE
GOVERNMENTSERVICES

LACKOFDOCUMENTSNOT
AN ISSUE FORDENIAL OF
GOVTSCHEMES
Dueto lackofanykindof ID
haveyoubeendenied…

ADRIJAROYCHOWDHURY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

MORE THAN a year before
the Partition, Chaudhary
Raghvendra Singh had already
forecasttheeffectofalarge-scale
migration into India and espe-
cially Delhi. Singh was then
workingasatransportofficer in
the Punjab government. He re-
signedin1946andestablisheda
companywith very small capi-
talcalledDelhiLandandFinance
Ltd (DLF), with the objective of
developingareastogiveaccom-
modationtothemillionsofpeo-
plewhowouldberunningfrom
Punjab toDelhi for shelter.
“Delhi was then a sleeping

metropolis,”saidKushalPalSingh
(93), chairman emeritus of DLF.
“Therewashardlyanydemandfor
housingat that time. Therewere
no takers for landeither sinceno
one predicted the influx of
Partitionmigrants yet,” added
Singh,whoisalsotheson-in-law
ofChaudharyRaghvendraSingh.
Heexplainedthatcomingfroman
agricultural background, itwas
easyforhisfather-in-lawtorelate
with and convince the farmers,
whoselandhadtobeacquired.
Long before the DLF turned

Gurgaonfromahumblehamlet
to one of the fastest growing
citiesinIndia, itwasinDelhithat
the company created some of
the city’s most opulent neigh-
bourhoods. The company
startedoutwithModel Town in
North Delhi. Delhi was at that
time largely limited to the con-
tours of the old city, and that is
where themigrants first came.
Eventually, Chaudhary

RaghvendraSinghonceagainen-
visionedthatthegrowthofNew
Delhiwouldhappensouthwards,
onthesuburbsofthehabitation.
Thereafter took
birth the South
Delhi neighbour-
hoods of Great
Kailash I, Greater
Kailash II, Hauz
Khas, Kailash
Colony, South
Extension and a
few others. In the
courseof adecade,
and before the
DelhiDevelopment
Act of 1957 made
land development
in Delhi an exclu-
sively government
affair,DLFhadestablishedatotal
of 22colonies inthecity.
KushalPalSinghrecalledthat

theDLF planned these colonies
keepinginmindthegrowingas-
pirationsofIndians.“Webelieved
that every housewould have at
least two cars, and hence broad
roads of 12-14 metres were
planned.Thesupplyofwatertoo
wasplannedwiththevisionthat
the needs of every homewould
growovertime,”saidSingh.
Singh is aware that the

colonies planned by private de-
velopersliketheDLFwerenotfo-
cused on providingmass hous-
ingtomigrants,whichwasbeing
largelymanagedby the govern-
ment. “Wewere targeting the
millions of moderatelywealthy
or affluent sections among the
migrantswho could pay for re-
buildingthelifestyletheyhadleft
behindinwestPunjab,”hesaid.
Manjit Singh Khurana

movedtoGreaterKailashIinthe
mid 1960s. He recalled that his
father, a well-known business-
manof iron, steel and timber in
Lahore before the Partition,
bought the plot on which his
housestands forRs25,000.
“Wewerestayinginaplotal-

lotted to us at KhanMarket at
that time.Whenmy father de-
cided to move to GK I, my
mother was particularly un-
happyaboutit,sinceitwassofar
away from the main city,” he
said. “Butat that time,wenever
thoughtthatthisareawouldbe-
comesodevelopedandturninto
oneof theposhest localities.”
Khurana recalled that GK-I

was a largely desolate area at
that time,withhardly anymar-
kets or other avenues for recre-
ation. “Wewould go formovies

inRivoliatConnaughtPlaceand
follow itupwithdinner atKake
DaHotel,” said the78-yearold.
But the development of

colonies in Delhi by DLF was
rather short-lived. The Act of
1957barredallprivaterealestate
developers from acquiring land
in the city. “The administration
haddecidedthaturbandevelop-
mentneededtohappenonaso-
cialistic pattern. So, it was de-
cided that whatever land was
required for developmentmust
be acquired by the government
underthelarge-scalelanddevel-
opment and acquisition policy
andprivatedevelopersshouldbe
given a limited role of construc-
tion,”saidAKJain,urbanplanner
and former commissioner of
planning in the DDA. “The idea
wastodisposeofpropertiesona
subsidised rate to Economically
Weaker Section (EWS) and Low
IncomeGroup(LIG) families.”
Consequent to the Act, the

DLFwasvirtuallyoutofbusiness
and hadmoved tomanufactur-
ingelectricmotorsandbatteries,
recalledSingh. Subsequently, in
theearly1970s,hewasaskedto
take over the company and re-
viveitfromitsnearbankruptsta-
tus.Singhatthattimewasinthe
Army andwas also involved in

horse breeding.
“With thegovern-
ment lawsagainst
private develop-
ers, the company
having nomoney,
and I having no
knowledge and
background in
business, I had no
ideahowtorevive
DLF,” saidSingh.
Sometime in

the next fewdays,
onasummerafter-
noonwhile Singh
was resting under

akikartreeinthedesolatevillage
ofGurgaon,hehappenedtomeet
RajivGandhi by a stroke of luck.
Gandhi’s jeephadbrokendown
andhesatwithSinghwhileitwas
being repaired. “The entire birth
of urban development policy of
Gurgaonstartedunderthattree,”
laughed Singh. In the next two
hours, he explained to Gandhi
about his vision of turning
Gurgaonintoacity.
Consequently, and through

Gandhi’shelp,Singhmet former
chiefministerofHaryana,Bhajan
Lal, who altered the laws in the
state to allow theDLF to step in.
Thereafterthemillenniumcityof
Gurgaonwasbuiltafteracquiring
landfromfarmerspiecebypiece.
Singh recalled that farmers

were extremely hesitant to sell
their land. “I knewtheonlyway
I could buy the land is by being
one with them,” he said. “We
spentweeksandmonthsspend-
ingtimewiththemtoearntheir
trust.Wearrangedjobsfortheir
childrenandmarriages for their
daughters as well.” Eventually,
hewontheirconfidenceandDLF
cityinGurgaonwasbuiltupwith
thelandthatthe700-oddfarmer
families sold toSingh.
A majority of people who

moved to Gurgaon were from
Delhi,whowished to fulfil their
aspirationsofabetterlifestyleat
a lower price. “The creation of
Gurgaonexemplifiedtheaspira-
tionsof theDelhimiddleclassat
that time,” explained Ranjana
Sengupta, author of ‘Delhimet-
ropolitan: Themakingof anun-
likely city. (2007)’. “Thiswas an
inventedcitybuiltforthosewho
wanted a mix of a downtown
commercial corporate hub and
anuppermiddle-classsuburb.”

AmongthecoloniesplannedbyDLF inthecapitalwas
GreaterKailash IandII. PraveenKhanna

DELHI
REWIND
Tracingthecapital’s
post-Independence

history

KushalPalSingh,chairman
emeritusofDLF.DLF

How DLF built
colonies in Delhi
for aspirational
Partition migrants

AmmoniainYamuna
upagain,water
supplyhit incapital
New Delhi:Water supply was dis-
rupted in parts of Delhi once again
whenammonia levels in theYamuna
riverremainedhighSaturday,accord-
ing to the DJB. The concentration of
ammoniaintheriverwas7.4 partsper
million, seven times the level of
around 1 ppm that the DJB’s water
treatmentplants canprocess.
On Saturday, DJB Chief Engineer

Jagdish Kumar Arora wrote to Chief
Engineer of Haryana Irrigation
DepartmentSandeepTaneja,askingfor
“pollutiontobestoppedimmediately”
and to “increase/maintain flows”.
Whencontacted,Tanejasaid,“Wewill
sortouttheproblemsoftheDJB.These
minorproblemscropup.”ENS

Man kills his
wife, son,
confesses on
WhatsApp
group; held

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

A 40-YEAR-OLDman has been
arrested forallegedlykillinghis
wife and son by smothering
them in their house in
Shahdara district on Saturday
afternoon.Police said initial in-
vestigation revealed that he
was upset owing to a financial
crisis as he lost his job during
the lockdown.
DCP (Shahdara) R

Sathiyasundaram said the inci-
denttookplacearound3.40pm.
Theaccusedwasacharteredac-
countant,butafterlosinghisjob,
he had been running a grocery
store in thearea.
“We were informed about

the incident by his parents.We
reachedhishouseandfoundthe
bodiesofhiswifeonthebedand
their15-year-oldsononthesec-
ond floor,”hesaid.
Thefatheroftheaccusedtold

police that they had called him
to their house for tea. A senior
policeofficersaid:“Heinformed
themthatheallegedlykilledhis
wife and son. He left the house
saying he would commit sui-
cide.”
“Later, in aWhatsAppmes-

sageonthefamilygroup,hecon-
fessed to allegedly killing his
wifeandson.Healsosaidhehad
losthismind,”theofficeradded.
The boy was a Class IX stu-

dent, police said, adding
that crime and forensic teams
have visited the spot to collect
evidence.

2arrestedfor
tryingtosnatch
woman’schain
New Delhi:A day after a senior
citizen couple suffered minor
injuries in anattempted chain-
snatching incident in Outer
Delhi’s Mianwali Nagar, police
arrested two men on Friday
night. “Thecomplainantsaidas
he and his wife were taking a
stroll, a motorcycle came from
behindandtheaccusedtriedto
snatch his wife’s chain. He
tried to chase thembut fell and
suffered injuries,” an officer
said. ENS

New Delhi
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SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
JohnsonwillvisitIndianextweek,
in thebackdropof Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine that has led to
somedivergences inDelhi’s and
London’spositionsonthecrisis.
Johnson, who arrives in

Ahmedabad on April 21, is ex-
pectedtoannouncemajorinvest-
mentinkeyindustriesinboththe
UKand India, boosting jobs and
growth at home, aswell as new
collaborationoncutting-edgesci-
ence,healthandtechnology.
In New Delhi, he will meet

PrimeMinister NarendraModi
onApril 22 forbilateral talks “in
thefaceofglobaleconomicchal-
lenges and threats from auto-
cratic states”, a British High
Commissionstatement said.
The High Commission said

that Johnsonwill visit India this

week to “deepenour long-term
partnership forpeaceandpros-
perity with a fellow leading
democracy, in the face of global
economicchallengesandthreats
fromautocratic states”.
InAhmedabad, Johnsonwill

have a meeting with leading
businesses and discuss the UK
and India’s “thriving commer-
cial, tradeandpeople links”, the
statement said. This will be the
first time a UK PrimeMinister

visitsGujarat, India’sfifthlargest
state and ancestral home of
aroundhalfof theBritish-Indian
population in theUK, it said.
Johnson,whowillmeetModi

the following day,will hold “in-
depthtalksontheUKandIndia’s
strategicdefence,diplomaticand
economic partnership, aimed at
bolstering our close partnership
and stepping up security co-op-
eration in the Indo-Pacific”, the
BritishHighCommissionsaid.

The statement said he will
use thevisit todriveprogress in
theFreeTradeAgreement (FTA)
negotiations launched earlier
this year — a deal with India is
predicted to boost “our total
tradebyup to£28billionannu-
allyby2035andincreasewages
acrosstheUKbyupto£3billion".
Speaking ahead of the visit,

Johnsonsaid:“Aswefacethreats
toourpeaceandprosperityfrom
autocratic states, it is vital that

democraciesandfriendsstickto-
gether. India, as a major eco-
nomic power and the world’s
largest democracy, is a highly
valued strategic partner for the
UK in theseuncertain times.
“Myvisit toIndiawilldeliver

on the things that reallymatter
tothepeopleofbothournations
— from job creation and eco-
nomic growth, to energy secu-
rityanddefence.”
Last year,Modi and Johnson

had agreed on a UK-India
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, announcingmore
than £530m in investment into
the UK and committing to a
deeper bilateral relationship
acrosstrade,health,climate,de-
fenceandsecurity,andconnect-
ingourpeople. Indiawasidenti-
fiedasapriorityrelationshipfor
the UK in the 2021 Integrated
Review andwas invited by the
UKasaguest to last year’sG7 in
CarbisBay.

Johnsonisexpectedto
announcemajorinvestments

UKPMARRIVES INAHMEDABADONAPRIL21, TALKSWITHMODIAPRIL22

Thirdtimematerialising?

BORISJOHNSONwas
supposedtocometo
IndiafortheRepublic
Daycelebrationslast
year,butthetripwas
cancelled.Hewasthereafter
expectedtocometoDelhi in
April lastyearbutthatvisitwas

alsocancelledduetothe
Deltawaveof thepan-
demic.Hisvisitcomesin
thebackdropofRussia's
invasiononUkraineand

thetwosidesareexpectedto
talkaboutCovid-19,Russia-
UkraineconflictandChina.

Johnson set to discuss tieswithPM
amid ‘threats fromautocratic States’

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,APRIL 16

CONTINUINGITSwinningstreak
in West Bengal, the ruling
Trinamool Congress (TMC) on
Saturday swept the bypolls, re-
tainingKolkata’sBallygungeseat
whilewresting theAsansol par-
liamentaryconstituencyfromthe
BJP. The fresh election outcome
againhighlightedTMCsupremo
and Bengal Chief Minister
MamataBanerjee’sdominancein
state politics, which has been
continuingforoveradecadenow.
The BJP is the principal

Opposition party in Bengal, but
thebypollresults indicatedafur-
thererosioninitssupportbasein
the state. The saffron party not
onlylostitsAsansolconstituency
totheTMC—whichclincheditfor
thefirsttimeever—butitscandi-
datealsocamethirdinBallygunge
seatandlostherdeposit.
The poll results also saw a

sharpriseintheLeft’svoteshare
inBallygunge,wheretheCPI(M)
candidate became the runner-
up. In Asansol, the CPI(M) re-
taineditsvotesharealthoughits
candidate came third. Congress
candidates lost theirdeposits in

bothconstituencies.
WhiletheTrinamool’scandi-

date in Asansol, actor-turned-
politician Shatrughan Sinha,
baggedtheseatwithamarginof
over 3 lakh votes, the party’s
nominee in Ballygunge, former
Unionminister Babul Supriyo,
wontheseatwithabout20,000
votes, which was a sharp drop
fromtheparty’spreviousvictory
marginof about75,000votes.
Some in the TMC said the

dropintheparty'smarginofvic-
tory in Ballygunge came after
therewasa“negativecampaign”
against Supriyo because he

switched to the party from the
BJP and had a “perceived com-
munal image”.
Senior TMC leader andmin-

ister Firhad Hakim, however,
said: “The results have again
provedthatweneverdopolitics
basedon30%or70%people.We
always reach out to 100% of the
voters...”
Soon after the bypoll results

cameout,BJPMPSaumitraKhan
targetedthestateBJPleadership.
“Wheninexperiencedpoliti-

cians run a political party, then
this kind of result is expected,”
Khansaid inavideomessage.

BJP president Sukanta
Majumdar said the partywould
introspect. “There are lot of fac-
torswhich played a role for this
electoralresult.Wewilldefinitely
introspect. But it is true that a
largenumberofpeoplecouldnot
voteduetoTMC'sterror.”
SincetheAssemblyelections

last year, when it won 77 seats,
theBJPhasfailedtowinanyelec-
tions inWest Bengal, including
bypolls late last year, and
February's civicelections.
With the Left getting its foot

backinthedoor,theBJPnowhas
the twin challenge of tackling
both themandtheTMC.
TheLeft isnowlookingtoat-

tractabiggershareoftheminor-
ity vote,which has largely gone
to the TMC since the 2011
Assemblyelections.
IntheBallygungebypolls,the

CPI(M) candidate, Saira Shah
Halim, didwell inMuslim-ma-
joritywards. Leaders, including
Halim,havepointedoutthatthe
Left'sagitationsonissuessuchas
thedeathinFebruaryofstudent
leader Anis Khans and the vio-
lence in Birbhum inMarch had
helped theCPI(M).

—WITHINPUTSFROM
SANTANUCHOWDHURY

GOPALKATESHIYA
GONDAL (GUJARAT),APRIL 16

DILIP GAJERA, a farmer from
MasitalavillageofGondaltaluka
in Gujarat’s Rajkot district,
watches as his kapas (raw un-
ginned cotton) is auctioned at
theagriculturalproducemarket
committee (APMC)mandi yard
in Gondal. He is excited as he
loadstheauctionedsamplebale
ontohistractortrolleyanddrives
to theweighbridge. Theweight
slipreadingis25quintals—atRs
12,930per quintal, that’sworth
Rs3,23,250.
The 42-year-old has every

reasontosmile.Hehasharvested
nearly 95 quintals of the fibre
cropon28bighasofhis30-bigha
holding. Gajera’s earlier lots of
34.2 quintals and 35.6 quintals,
sold in November andMarch,
fetchedhimRs8,905/quintaland
Rs 9,555/quintal respectively—

well above the government’s
minimumsupportprice(MSP)of
Rs 6,025/quintal for long-staple
cotton.
“How can I complain,” he

asked,“whentheaveragerealisa-
tion formycrop last yearwasRs
5,500/quintal (less than the cor-
respondingMSPofRs5,825)?”
There are other happy faces

too at the auction sheds of the
GondalAPMC.
Mulji Parmar from Ran vil-

lage in Kalyanpur taluka of
Devbhumi Dwarka district, has
sold 10 quintals of jeera (cumin
seed) at Rs 19,805 per quintal.
The seed spice traded at Rs
12,500-13,000/quintal at this
time lastyear.
Mansukh Rangani from

RamparMotavillageofPaddhari
taluka inRajkot,watchesmandi
labourers weigh and bag 125
quintals of wheat that has re-
alised Rs 2,530 per quintal,
against theMSPofRs2,015.

And Keshu Bhanderi from
Sumra in Dhrol taluka of
Jamnagar, is satisfiedwith theRs
6,655/quintalthathehasreceived
for his 50 quintals of the crop --
wellabovetheMSPofRs5,550.
Gondal is one of the biggest

APMCs in Gujarat, and attracts
farmers from across the
Saurashtra region. This is the
time when they market their
rabi (winter-spring) crops of
wheat, chana (chickpea), jeera,
dhaniya (coriander) and saunf

(fennel).Manyalsobringcotton
and groundnut — which are
kharif (post-monsoon) crops
harvested from late-October —
tosellnow,hopingtogethigher
off-seasonprices.Theirbetshave
paidoff thisyear.
At the back of the farmers’

minds though, are two major
concerns.Thefirst isoveryields.
Cotton yields have been im-

pactedbypinkbollworm insect
attacks,whileunseasonal/excess
rain during January and sudden

spike in temperatures aftermid-
Marchhavehitwheatandjeera.
“Never inmywildestdreams

hadIseencottonpricesthishigh,”
says Ramji Bhuva, a 7-bigha
farmerfromKharachiyavillageof
Rajkottaluka.However,headdsin
thesamebreath,hiskapasyields
have been only 2 quintals per
bigha,athirdofthelevelsingood
years.“Thehigherpriceswillsim-
plymake up formyproduction
shortfallsthisyear,”hesays.
Likewise, the per-bigha

wheat yield from Mansukh
Rangani's five bighas has aver-
agedonly5quintals,downfrom
the8quintals lastyear.
OnApril9,theMumbai-based

Cotton Association of India
slashed its estimateof the coun-
try’scottoncropfor2021-22by8
lakhbalesof170kgeach.Itslatest
figure of 335.13 lakh quintals is
alsobelowtheproductionof353
lakhquintalsforthepreviouscot-
tonyear(October-September).

In the case of wheat, the
Centreisyettorevisedownward
itsall-time-highoutputestimate
of111.32milliontonnesreleased
onFebruary16.
FarmerslikeRangani,Bhuva,

Gajera, and Bhanderi have no
doubt benefitted from high in-
ternational prices following the
Russian invasionofUkraine.
This links upwith the farm-

ers’ secondworry.
Asglobalpricesofagri-com-

moditieshaverisen, sohave the
prices of diesel, fertilisers, and
crop protection chemicals,
whichareall fossil fuel-based.
“The continued increases in

fuelandnutrientpricesmakeme
nervousaboutthecomingkharif
planting season (from June).
Howmuchmorewillwehaveto
pay?,”asksHareshSavaliya(51),
whoharvested27quintalsofka-
pas fromhis 5-bigha holding in
KotdaSanganivillage,around32
kmfromRajkotcity.

Farmers celebrate high prices, worry over lower yields, input cost

CottonattheAPMCmandiyardinGondal,Rajkot.GopalKateshiya

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,APRIL 16

THOUGHTHEVikassheelInsaan
Party (VIP) finished third in the
BochahanbypollonSaturday,its
leaderMukeshSahaniwasseen
distributingsweets,highlighting
the BJP’s “mistake” of snubbing
theExtremelyBackwardClasses
(EBC)Mallahleaderandousting
theVIP fromtheNDA.
Another keymessage from

the Bochahan loss for the BJP is
considering upper caste
Bhumihar itspocketborough.A
fair chunk of Bhumihar voters
reportedly backed the RJD can-

didate instead of their pre-
dictablechoice,BJP.
RJDcandidateAmarPaswan,

sonofformerBochahanVIPMLA
MusafirPaswanwhosedeathne-
cessitatedthebypoll,hadjumped

the ship at the lastminute and
won the Bochahan bypoll by
36,763 votes against runner-up
BabyKumariof theBJP.
The important aspect of

Bochahanbypoll result seemsto
bethatBJPcannolongertakeEBC
Sahani/Nishadvotesforgranted.
EventhoughBJPhasseverallead-
ers, includingMPAjayNishad, in
itsranks,VIPchiefMukeshSahani
seems to have been able to split
Mallah and some other votes
from BJP. VIP got over 29,000
votes in the Assembly segment
thathasover35,000Mallahvotes
besides over 55,000 Scheduled
Caste (SC) votes. Thismeans the
VIP seems to have cut away not

just substantial Sahani votes but
alsosomeSCvotes.
Another takeaway of the

Bochahan bypoll is the unusual
shiftofBhumiharvoterstowards
RJD. About 20-25 per cent
Bhumiharvotersaresaidtohave
supported RJD.While thismay
notbehintingatshiftingpolitical
affiliation, it could be sending a
messagetotheNDAregardingthe
miniscule representation of its
communityinpositionsofpower.
AlocalfactorwasformerBJPMLA
SureshSharma, aBhumihar, dis-
sociating himself from the
Bochahancampaign.Sharmahas
beenupsetwiththeBJPafterlos-
ing2020Assemblypolls.

As Cong wins,
Baghel delivers
promise: 33rd
district in
Chhattisgarh

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,APRIL 16

HOURSAFTERCongresswonthe
bypoll to Khairagarh Assembly
seat in Chhattisgarh, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturdaydeliveredonhispre-poll
promiseanddeclaredKhairagarh-
Chuikhadaan-Gandai as the
state’s33rddistrict.
This is the sixth district de-

claredinthestatesinceCongress
cametopower in2018.
RevenueSecretaryNNEkka

confirmedthatworktoformthe
newdistricthasbegun.
Baghel had promised that

the new district would be de-
clared within 24 hours of a
Congress MLA being elected.
“We have managed to do it
withinhours,”hesaid.
Congratulating newly

elected MLA Yashoda Verma,
who defeated BJP’s Komal
Janghel by more than 20,000
votes, Baghel declared the dis-
trict formation. He also an-
nounced that Salhewarawould
be declared a tehsil, and
Jalbandhawouldbeaup-tehsil.
VermahadcometoRaipurtoex-
press her gratitude. Speaking at
theevent,Baghel recountedthe
speedofhisgovernment:“Rahul
Gandhi-ji had promised loan
waiver in 10days;wedid it in 2
hoursof coming topower.”
Khairagarh is an important

seat forBJP aswell,with former
CMRaman Singh coming from
the region. Singh, along with
UnionministerPrahladPateland
Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, campaigned in
theconstituency regularly.
Raman Singh said after the

results, “We accept the will of
people, but this election was
swayedby thepromise ofmak-
ing anewdistrict. Theyhaveno
proofofwork;noworkhashap-
pened in theconstituency...”

United MVA
defeats BJP
in Kolhapur
MANOJMORE
PUNE,APRIL 16

A FIRMLY united Maha Vikas
Aghadi(MVA)provedtoomuch
for BJP to handle as Congress
candidate Jayshree Jadhav
emerged victorious in the
Kolhapur North Assembly by-
poll with a margin of over
19,000 votes, counting for
which tookplaceonSaturday.
Jadhav,wifeof lateCongress

MLA Chandrakant Jadhav, de-
featedSatyajitKadamofBJP ina
contestwherebothsides leftno
stoneunturnedtowoovoters.
Afterhervictory, Jadhavsaid

the people of Kolhapur have
giventheBJPabefittingreplyfor
the kind of politics it has prac-
tised. “Kolhapur is a Shahu
Nagari. ItbelongstoChhatrapati
ShahuMaharajwherethereisno
place for casteism... people of
Kolhapur have shown BJP its
place.TheyhavegiventheBJP a
befitting reply....,” shesaid.
Jadhav secured 97,307 votes

whileKadamwon77,726.
A section of the Shiv Sena,

whichwas initially not keen to
support theCongress candidate
but later relentedafterdirectives
from Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, took potshots at BJP
statepresidentChandrakantPatil.
The Kothrud MLA had said he
wouldquit politics andgo to the
Himalayas if the BJP candidate
loses. The Sena put up boards
which stated, “Himalaya ki god
mein” (in the lap of Himalayas),
tauntingPatil.

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, APRIL 16

A SPECIAL CBI court on
Saturday refused toextendCBI
custodyof formerMaharashtra
homeministerAnilDeshmukh,
stating that thegroundsputup
by the central agencywerenot
good and satisfactory.
The CBI, which had arrested

Deshmukhinconnectionwitha
corruption case on April 11, has
sought to extendhis custodyby
threedays.
“In my view, sufficient CBI

custody of accused Shri Anil
Deshmukh has already been
granted.Pertinentlyinearlierre-
mand applications, the CBI had
based their grounds for seeking
custody as per the allegations
about exercising influence over
the transfer and posting of offi-
cials and considering the said
grounds, CBI custody was
granted. Therefore, inmy view,
sincesufficientCBI custodywas
granted, thegrounds for further
custody...arenotgoodandsatis-
ficatory,” Special Judge D P
Shingadesaid inhisorder.
The CBI had arrested

Deshmukh, his staffers Sanjeev
Palande and Kundan Shinde as
wellasdismissedMumbaiPolice
officer SachinWaze in the case.
While ithadsoughtDeshmukh's
custody,theagencyhadrequested
thatremainingaccusedbesentto
judicialcustodyastheircustodial
interrogationwasnotneeded.
Special Public Prosecutor

Ratandeep Singh told the court
thatDeshmukhhasbeenaccused
of taking bribes for transferring
and posting police officers. The
CBIremandpleasaidthatthepo-
liceofficerswhopaidbribeshave
to be identified and confronted
withtheformerminister.

Deshmukh, through his
lawyersAniketNikam, Inderpal
Singh and Geeta Chataule, op-
posed the CBI plea stating that
he has already been in custody
for 11 days. Nikam said that the
centralagencyhadinitsremand
pleaonlygivenstereotypicalrea-
sons for seeking extended cus-
tody. He also argued that there
wasnoprogress in theprobe.
“The agency is seeking fur-

ther custody of a 73-year-old
manonflimsygrounds.Thereare
no details of the progressmade
orconfrontationdonewithoth-
ers incustody,”Nikamsaid.
Thecourtdirectedthatallac-

cused,whowerealreadyinjudi-
cialcustodyinaseparatemoney
laundering case lodged by the
ED, alongwithWaze also being
inNIAcustodyfortheAntiliater-
rorscarecase,bereturnedtojail.
Meanwhile, a separate plea

filed by lawyer Shekhar Jagtap,
representingPalande—seeking
directions to theCBI topreserve
CCTVfootagefromtheCBIoffice
wheretheaccusedwereinterro-
gated — was disposed by the
courtsayingthatthelawyerisat
libertytoapproachanappropri-
ate forum.
Jagtap had said that there

was no CCTV camera at the in-
terrogation room of the CBI of-
fice in violation of Supreme
Courtguidelines.

13 Opp leaders issue
joint statement
against hate speech,
communal violence
MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

LEADERSOF13Oppositionpar-
ties, including three Chief
Ministers,onSaturdaycameto-
gether to speak out against re-
centincidentsofcommunalvio-
lenceandhatespeech.
They argued that the “si-

lence” of Prime Minister
NarendraModi and his govern-
mentagainstthose“whopropa-
gated bigotry and incited and
provokedsocietythroughwords
andactionswasaneloquenttes-
timony to the fact that suchpri-
vate armedmobs enjoyed the
luxuryof officialpatronage”.
The joint statementwas is-

suedbyCongresspresidentSonia
Gandhi,NCPchiefSharadPawar,
West Bengal Chief Minister and
Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee, her Tamil
NaducounterpartandDMKchief
MK Stalin, Jharkhand Chief
MinisterandJMMchiefHemant
Soren, RJD chief Tejashwi Yadav
andNCchief FarooqAbdullah.
The other signatories in-

cluded CPM general secretary
Sitaram Yechury, his CPI coun-
terpart D Raja, Forward Bloc’s
Debabrata Biswas, RSP’sManoj
Bhattacharya, Muslim League’s
P K Kunhalikutty and CPI(ML)
Liberation’s Dipanker
Bhattacharya.
Thestatementcameonaday

Gandhi,inanarticleinTheIndian
Express,hitoutatthegovernment
againstthepoliticsofpolarisation.
“There ismuchtalk fromthe

PrimeMinister of acknowledg-
ing India’s multiple diversities.
But the harsh reality is that un-
der his ruling dispensation, the
rich diversity that has defined
andenrichedoursocietyforcen-
turiesisbeingmanipulatedtodi-
vide us and, worse, to harden
and get more firmly en-
trenched,”shesaidinthearticle.
In the statementurgingpeo-

ple tomaintain peace and har-
mony anddemanding stringent
punishment for perpetrators of
communal violence, the
Oppositionleaderssaid:“Weare

extremelyanguishedattheman-
ner in which issues related to
food,dress,faith,festivalsandlan-
guagearebeingdeliberatelyused
bysectionsoftherulingestablish-
menttopolariseoursociety.”
“Weareextremelyconcerned

with the growing incidents of
hate speech in the country by
peoplewho appear to have offi-
cialpatronageandagainstwhom
nomeaningfulandstrongaction
is being taken.We strongly con-
demntherecentoutburstofcom-
munalviolencewitnessedacross
severalstates.Wearedeeplycon-
cerned, as reports indicate that
thereisasinisterpatterninthear-
easwhere these incidents have
occurred. Incendiary hate
speechesprecededtheaggressive
armed religiousprocessionsun-
leashing communal violence,”
thestatementsaid.
Theleaderspointedoutthat

“socialmedia and theaudio-vi-
sual platforms are being mis-
usedwith official patronage to
spread hatred and prejudice,”
and questioned the silence of
thePrimeMinister.
The leaders vowed to “work

togethertostrengthenthebonds
of social harmony that havede-
finedandenrichedIndiaforcen-
turies” and “combat and con-
front the poisonous ideologies
which are attempting to en-
trenchdivisiveness insociety”.
“We reiterate our firm con-

viction that our country will
prosper only if it respects, ac-
commodates and celebrates its
manydiversitiesinfullmeasure.
We appeal to all sections to
maintainpeace and foil the sin-
isterobjectiveofthosewhowish
to sharpen communal polarisa-
tion.We call upon all our party
units to independently and
jointlywork for peace and har-
mony,” thestatementadded.
WhileMamata’s decision to

be part of the joint statement is
interesting, given her party's
strained tieswith the Congress,
the absence of leaders of four
parties — SP, BSP, AAP and Shiv
Sena—stoodout.
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BAHUJAN SAMAJ Party (BSP)
presidentMayawationSaturday
expelled former minister and
prominent Brahmin leader
NakulDubey from theparty for
“indiscipline”andindulgencein
“anti-party”activities.
BSP sources said the action

was taken following reports
that Dubeymight “switch over
theparty”.
A former MLA from

Lucknow,Dubeyisconsidereda
trusted man of party national
generalsecretarySatishChandra
Misra.Dubeyhadaccompanied
Misra when the latter had ad-
dressed ‘Vichar Gosthis’ across
Uttar Pradesh last year to woo
Brahmin voters and develop a
“bahichara” between Brahmins
and Dalits ahead of the 2022
Assembly elections. Dubey, too,
hadaddressed these rallies.
Dubeywas a Cabinetminis-

ter in the lastMayawatigovern-
mentbetween2007to2012.

TMC wins in Bengal, BJP slide continues

TMCsupporterscelebrate inKolkataonSaturdayafterBabul
Supriyo’svictory intheBallygungebyelection. Express

Snubbing Sahani, taking Bhumihars for
granted cost BJP in Bihar’s Bochahan

RJD’sAmarPaswangets the
CertificateofElectionafter
winning inBochaha. PTI

Jayshree Jadhavafter
winningthebyelection in
KolhapuronSaturday. Express

CORRUPTIONCASE

Court refuses to
extend CBI custody
of Anil Deshmukh

FormerMaharashtrahome
ministerAnilDeshmukh

Maya expels
Brahmin leader
Nakul Dubey
from BSP

New Delhi
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Government of Uttar Pradesh
Office of the Project Director (Nodal Officer), Atal Bhujal Yojna

Ground Water Department
State Program Management Unit,

9th Floor, Indira Bhawan, Ashok Marg, Lucknow-226001, Uttar Pradesh.
Ph. No. – 0522-2287068, 2287233

Website: www.upgwd.gov.in, E-mail: upgwd.atal@gmail.com
Notification No.: 22 /GWD /ABHY /392 DWLRs /2022-23

Lucknow: Date: 12 April, 2022
India

ATAL BHUJAL YOJNA
IBRD 8874-IN under Program for Results.

Abridged Version
Invitation for Bids (IFB)

(Goods and Related Services)
(E- Procurement)

Subject: Supply, Installation, and Commissioning of 392 nos Digital Water Level
Recorders (Vented/ Non-Vented Pressure Type) with telemetry, including rain-
gauge, fencing, and establishment of Data Acquisition system along with its
maintenance for Real time ground water level monitoring.

(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

Interested parties may view and download the IFB with Bidding Document
containing the detailed terms and condition free of cost from the website
https://etender.up.nic.in

(V.K. Upadhyay)
Project Director and Nodal Officer,

Atal Bhujal Yojna
Ground Water Department

Price of bidding document
(non- refundable)

Rs. 5000+ 18% GST= Rs. 5900.00 only

Date of commencement of
Downloading of bidding document

19-04-2022, at 15:00 Hrs IST Server Time

Virtual Pre bid meeting 29-04-2022 at 15:00 hrs IST

Last date and time for receipt of bids 20-05-2022, at 15:00 Hrs IST Server Time
Time and date of opening of bids -
Technical Part

20-05-2022, at 15:30 Hrs. IST Server Time

UPID-174921 Dt.14.04.2022
www.up.gov.nic.in

HIMACHAL PRADESH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Shimla, Division No. I, HPPWD, Shimla-3, H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P
invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with
HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr.

No.

Name of Work Estimated

Cost.

Starting date

for

downloading

Bid

Earnest

Money

Deadline

for

submission

of Bid

1 Construction of Fly over at Chakker Bye pass

Shimla (SH;- Civil work )(Under Shimla Smart City).

52003520 25-04-2022 1054050 13-05-2022

2 Construction of Fly over at M.L.A Crossing

Shimla (SH:- C/O Civil work)(Under Work )

(Under Shimla smart city).

52824754 25-04-2022 1056500 13-05-2022

3 Construction of Fly over Bridge near vidhan

Sabha Shimla (SH;- C/O Civil work )(Under

Shimla Smart city).

110701760 25-04-2022 2214100 13-05-2022

4 C/O Car parking with Oak land Tunnel on MRR via
Lakkar Bazar (SH:- C/O Building portion , WS & SI
and C/O Septic tank etc). Under smart city Shimla.

59989229/- 25-04-2022 1199800
/-

13-05-2022

5 Widening of Kalka Shimla Cart road from chainage
147/680 to 147/775 (SH:- Construction of Viaduct
from chainage 147/680 to 147/775). (Under smart
city Shimla)

41932000 25-04-2022 839000 13-05-2022

6 Construction of Balance work of Govt. degree

college at Koti tehcil and District Shimla (SH;-C/O

building portion with civil work, water supply and

sanitary installation site development rain

harvesting tank and septic tank etc).

111162896 25-04-2022 2223250
/-

13-05-2022

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptender.gov.in
The executive Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all tenders without

assigning any reason. 0313/HP

GOVT. OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF
ENGINEER, DRAINAGE CIRCLE, CUTTACK

GANDARPUR-753 003
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE NO.-ACEDC-CTC-01/2022-23

email Id :- sedrainagecirclectc@gmail.com

* Tender will be accepted If registered in the CDMS Portal .
Further details can be seen from the Govt, web site
www.tendersorissa.gov.in. Addendum / Corrigendum/ Cancellation if any
required will be published only in Govt. web site www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer
Drainage Circle, Cuttack.

OIPR- 32174/11/0001/2223

A-58

1 Name of Works : Renovation by Dredging of Basulei Nalla from RD
6.50 KM to 11.52 KM under DIP.

2 Total number of package. : 1 no. individual package.

3 Amount put to Tender : Rs. 6,58,24,694.00

4 Bid Identification No. : ACEDC-CTC /DD-JSPR - 01/2022-23

5 Period of completion : 11(Eleven) Calendar months.

6 Avadabdity of Tender On
- Line.

: 19.04.2022, 16.30.00 Hours to 10.05.2022, 17.30
Hours.

7 Date of Opening of
Technical Bid.

: 11.05.2022 at 10.00 hours in the O/o the Additional
Chief Engineer Drainage Circle, Cuttack

8 Class of Contractor : Special And Super Class.

9 Bid Security : Bid Security Declaration

10 Cost of Tender paper : Rs. 10,000/-

11 Procurement Officer : Additional Chief Engineer Drainage Circle,
Gandarpur Cuttack, -753003.

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,APRIL 16

THE UP Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) on Saturday invoked the
stringent Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) against
Gorakhnath Temple attack ac-
cusedAhmedMurtazaAbbasi.
“Onthebasisofevidencecol-

lected during the interrogation,
electronic surveillance and fi-
nancial transactions, the UP
Police added sections 16, 18, 20
and 40 of the UAPA against
AhmedMurtaza,”saidanATSof-
ficial.
OnSaturday,Abbasiwaspro-

ducedbeforeaGorakhpurcourt,
which sent him to judicial cus-
tody for14days.
“The prosecution informed

the court about the decision of
ATS to also impose sections of
UAPAontheaccusedandsought
extension of his custody.
Considering this, the court ex-
tended the judicial custody of
Abbasi for 14 days,” said senior
lawyerPKDubey.
The official said that they

would now appeal to get the
case transferred to the NIA/ATS
specialcourtinLucknowforfur-
therhearing.
TheATS,whichis investigat-

ingthecase,hadbroughtAbbasi
toLucknowandquestionedhim
in detail about his foreign visits
in 2016 and his dubiousmoney
transactions to different ac-
counts, said the official, adding
theyalsofoundthattheaccused
wasintouchwithpeopleoutside

India and collected information
about them.
Besides Abbasi, his father

Muneer Ahmedwas also ques-
tionedabouthis sonandhis ac-
tivities.
According to the official, the

ATS has been waiting for the
forensic report of Abbasi's cell-
phoneandlaptopthatweresent
toa laboratory forexamination.
“We are yet to verify a few

details provided byAbbasi dur-
ing the interrogation.We need
tocross-verify informationpro-
videdbyhim,”addedtheofficer.
TheUAPAallowstheinvesti-

gatingagenciestogetalongerre-
mandof theaccusedandanex-
tended duration to file a charge
sheet.
Abbasi was sent to the

Gorakhpurjailafterthehearing.
AnIIT-Bombaygraduateand

a local resident, Abbasi was ar-
restedonApril3forallegedlyat-
tacking police and PAC person-
nelpostedatGorakhnathtemple
with a sharp-edged weapon
whiletryingtoforciblyenterthe
temple, whose chief priest is
ChiefMinisterYogiAdityanath.
Police, who booked Abbasi

on the charges of attempt to
murder and promoting enmity
between two groups, had de-
scribedtheattackaspartofa“se-
riousconspiracy”that“couldbe
calleda terror incident”.
Abbasi was initially sent to

policecustody for12days.
Abbasi’s family, however,

said he had been undergoing
treatment for depression since
2017. WITHPTIINPUTS

ATS invokes
UAPA against
accused

NOTICEAGAINSTPOSTINGANTI-GOVTCONTENTONSOCIALMEDIA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI, APRIL 16

IN HIS message a day before
Easter,ArchbishopofGoa,Daman
andDiu FilipeNeri Ferrao spoke
on the importance of harmony
andmutual respect amongpeo-
pleandtheneedtoovercome“di-
visiveforces”activeinGoa.
In a videomessage, he said:

“Easterinvitesustomakethisjoy
infectiousbyextendingourhands
to all people of good will and
working together for peace, har-
monyandmutualrespectamong
menandwomenof different so-
cial, cultural and religious tradi-
tionsandbyovercomingdivisive
forcesthatseemtobeactiveeven
inourownstate.”
TheArchbishop’smessagefor

peace andharmony comesdays

after clashes brokeout between
two religious groups in South
Goa’sVascoontheeveningofRam
NavamionApril10.Whilenobody
was seriously injured in the inci-
dent, tension prevailed in the
Baina area of Vasco following
whichthreeFIRswereregistered,
14personswerearrestedandre-
leasedonbail later.
Adayearlier,GoaCMPramod

Sawant had asked villagers and
families tobevigilant about reli-
giousconversions.“Wehaveseen
thatinvariouspartsofGoa,people
aremovingtowardsreligiouscon-
version. Taking advantageof dif-
ferentthings... suchpeoplearebe-
ingtaken(in) in thismanner.We
say that bymistake, in such cir-
cumstances, there should beno
religiousconversion,”Sawanthad
saidat the installationceremony
ofatempleatJalmiWada.

Goa Archbishop says need
to overcome ‘divisive forces’

INTERFAITHELOPEMENT GORAKHNATHTEMPLEATTACK

AMILBHATNAGAR
AGRA,APRIL 16

ADAYafteramobset fire to two
structuresandvandalisedhomes
belonging to the family of Sajid
Qureshi in Agra's Ranukta area,
accusing him of allegedly kid-
nappingalocalwomanfroman-
other community to elope, fear
waspalpableamongresidentsof
the area on Saturday, despite
heavydeploymentofpoliceper-
sonnel.
Many tenants from themi-

nority community have shifted
temporarily, andmostmarkets
remained shut on Saturday as a
precautionarymeasure.
Whileavideohassurfacedin

which thewoman purportedly
says that shewentwithSajidon
her own accord, a group van-
dalisedSajid'shouse,demanding
accountability.
Police said there is no action

liable against Sajid since the
woman is an adult and has not
mentionedcoercion.
On Saturday, burnt pages,

brokenalmirahs,twistedrailings
andmelted furniture lay scat-
tered in the small alley.
Householditemscoveredinsoot
were visible from afar. At every
secondturninthecolony,acou-

ple of policemen sat, guarding.
FollowingFriday'sarson,thearea
isstungbyunease,aspeoplefeel
one spark can cause communal
tension.
“No such violence has ever

takenplacehere inmylifetime,”
saidaworriedTabassum,a local
resident. “Itwas a rampage. I do
notknowhowthis fracturetook

place. All we know is that we
wereluckytolive.Peoplearebe-
ginningto leavethearea...”
Senior Superintendent of

Police,Agra,SudhirKumarSingh,
said: “Ameetingwasheld inthe
areabefore the incident (of van-
dalism). No action can be taken
againstSajiduntil thestatement
of the victim is taken. It is likely

thatthemenwhocarriedoutri-
oting are fromwithin the area.
We are scanning footage and
questioning people to assess
morethings.”
Eight people have been ar-

restedinconnectionwiththevi-
olence,andseveralothersareab-
sconding. The woman is
currentlywithherfamilyandher

statementwill be recorded, po-
licesaid.
Sajid and his family are not

traceable,policesaid.
Local residents told The

SundayExpressthatSajidandthe
woman live barely 100metres
apart and knew each other for
long. After they eloped on
Monday, the woman's family
lodged a complaint of alleged
kidnappingagainstSajid.Protests
bymembers of Hindu commu-
nity intheareaalsobegan.
OnFriday,ameetingwasheld

close to thewoman's house in
which more than 200 people
gathered. The crowdwas angry
about the fact that Sajid had al-
legedly eloped with a Hindu
woman and that he needs to
presenthimselfbeforethecom-
munity.
“There was tension about

theirreligion—theagendaofthe
meeting was to hold Sajid ac-
countable.Everyonebelieveshe
coerced her into this,” a local
shopkeeper who was present
there said. “As themeetingwas
goingon,welearntthatsomeone
had set fire to his house. The
meetingdispersedafter that.”
Eyewitnesses and neigh-

bourssaidmorethanahundred
people carrying petrol bombs,
rods and sticks barged into the

family'shome.
“It felt like they were on a

mission. They evenmanaged to
uproot railings on the parapet,”
Mustaqeem, a neighbour, said.
“They threw petrol bombs, set
fire to cylinders to lead to a big-
gerblaze.Thankfully,noonewas
inthehouse.”
Sajidandhis fiveunclesown

adjacenthouses in thearea. The
mob set fire to one of themand
vandalised the extended rear
partbelongingtootherrelatives.
Sajid's fatherworksaspostmas-
terandkeptlettersandtelegrams
inthehouse,whichallgotburnt.
A warehouse where Sajid's

uncle ran a shoemanufacturing
unit was also set on fire. Sajid
himselfrunsagyminthevicinity,
local residentssaid.
“Beforethearson,therewere

workersinthewarehouse.When
they heard about themeeting
and calls for action, they imme-
diately left. Their fear proved to
be true," Aqeel, a local resident,
said.
Policehadearliersaidagroup

called Dharm Jagran Samanvay
Sanghwas found to be actively
involvedinthevandalism.Police
are ascertaining more details
about the group and its mem-
bers, and their possible link in
connectionwiththe incident.

Day after houses set on fire, tension, fear envelope Agra area

The insideof ahousethatwassetonfirebyamobinAgraonFriday.GajendraYadav

IRAMSIDDIQUE
KHARGONE(MP), APRIL 16

SIXDAYSsincehe steppedout after vi-
olence erupted in Khargone city of
MadhyaPradeshoverRamNavamipro-
cessions,Mumtaz,65, isstill lookingfor
hermissingson, IbraishKhan,28.
In the days since, she has scanned

eventhemortuaryofKhargonegovern-
ment hospital and looked at the un-
claimedbodies.
OnApril 10, as clashes broke out in

Khargone city, the family said, Ibraish
left home in Islampuraarea at 7.30pm
tooffer eveningprayers.Hedidnot re-
turn. After waiting for four days, the
family lodged amissing complaint on
April 14at thecity'sKotwali police sta-
tion.
“The police did not allowus to step

out (before that), as curfewwas im-
posed.Wewouldgooutsideandthepo-
licewould send us back, saying, 'chalo
gharjao,wohaajaega;abhicurfewhai'
(gohome,hewillbeback;curfewison
now),"Ibraish'scousin,SainaKhan,said.
On April 12, when the district au-

thoritiesrelaxedcurfewbetween10am
and noon, the entire familymoved to
differentdirections to look for Ibraish.
“We searched the jail, rivers,

drains...even brick kins. But there is no
trace of him,” saidMumtaz, who sets
outonfootlookingforhersonassoonas
curfew is relaxed for two hours, twice
during theday.
SainasaidIbraish,whodidoddjobs,

had left homeat 7.30pmfor amosque
in Anand Nagar, which had also wit-
nessed clashes that day. “Some of his
friends and people from the locality
whohadlastseenhimsaid Ibraishwas
heldby somepolicemen, but that they

do not know
what happened
after that," she
said.
With 148

people arrested
so far in connec-
tion with the
clashes, Saina
and her family
first went to
Kotwali police
station to check
the list of ar-

restedmen. Theywere told by police
thatIbraishdoesnotfeatureintheirlist
of people arrested in connectionwith
theviolence.
As Ibraish did not return even after

threedays, thefamilystartedgoingout
ofhometolookforhiminthetwo-hour
windowwhencurfewrestrictionswere
relaxed.
Mumtazsaid,"Wejustwantthepo-

licetotellusifheisalive...Hehasawife
andsmallchildwhoarewaitingforhim
toreturn."
Rohit Keswani, Superintendent of

Police inchargeofKhargone, said, “We
havefoundanunclaimedbodyandalso
have some people referred to a hospi-
tal inMandleshwar.Wewill take the
family for identificationsoon.Wehave
also received another missing com-
plaint and thepolice areprobing these
cases."
He said had the person been ar-

restedordetainedbypolice,theywould
nothaveregisteredamissingcomplaint
on it.
Thefamily,afterhavingsearchedthe

hospitals and streets of Khargone, are
now visiting MY Hospital in nearby
Indore district where a few other pa-
tientshavebeenreferred.

In Khargone, when curfew
is relaxed, a mother steps
out to look for missing son

IbraishKhan

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, APRIL 16

DAYS AFTER the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR) in-
structeditsstaffandtheirfamilymem-
bersnottopost“anti-governmentcon-
tent”, photographs and videos of
institutefacilitiesonsocialmediaplat-
formssinceit“couldleadtoseriousse-
curityconsequences”,inastatementon
Saturday,itexplainedthatitsearlierno-
ticehasledtoa“greatdealofmisinter-
pretation”duetoitswording.
Thenotice,whileinsistingthatsuch

regulations alreadyexisted, also clari-
fied that nonew restrictionhas been
imposedonfamilymembersandvisi-
torsof thestaffers.

The institute has comeunder the
spotlight after its April 13 notice re-
ferred to observations notified by the
Department of Atomic Energy,which
runsthisautonomousinstitute.Thisno-
ticereceivedseverecriticism,question-
ingthegagorderanditspurpose.
On Saturday, TIFR issued a state-

mentsaying,“Unfortunately,theword-
ingofthenoticewassuchthatithasbe-
come subject to a great deal of
misinterpretation. As amatter of fact,
photographyontheTIFRpremises(not
intheresidentialpart)hasalwaysbeen
forbidden, and for government em-
ployees,makingpubliccriticismagainst
the institutionor thegovernmenthas
alwaysrequiredpriorpermission.”
“...Thepurposeof thenoticewasto

clarifythatboththeabovepre-existing

rulesalsoapplytosocialmediaaswell
as to othermedia, such as TVor print
media. No new restriction on family
membersandvisitorsofstaffmembers
are being imposedor are intended to
beimposed.Thisnoteisbeingissuedto
clarifythispoint,” itadded.
While the statement clarified that

itwasnotforbiddentopostphotosand
videosoftheresidentialpartofTIFR,the
April 13 had categorically spoken of
“residentialcolonies”,whileaskingthe
staffers to refrain fromuploading any
photographsorvideos.
Also,whiletheApril13noticeasked

the staffers to apprise their family
members about the rules, Saturday’s
clarificationmentionedthatnonewre-
strictionhasbeenimposedonthefam-
ilymembers.

Such regulations already existed... earlier notice
led to misinterpretation due to its wording: TIFR

Karauli violence script written
elsewhere, says Giriraj Singh
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
JAIPUR,APRIL 16

UNION MINISTER for Rural
DevelopmentandPanchayatiRajGiriraj
Singh on Saturday condemned the
Karauli violence saying its script was
writtensomewhereelse.
“Itsscriptwaswrittenelsewhere,be

itbythePFIorSIMI,”hetoldreportersin
Jaipurduringhisvisit.
“Scuffle brokeoutbut therewas full

preparationonroofs(inKarauli).Thiswas

a 'prayog' (experiment). It is also anex-
perimentwhen swords arewaived, fir-
ing is doneandSP is injured inMadhya
Pradesh,”hetoldreporters.
Theminister also said that a high-

levelinquiryshouldbeorderedintothe
Karauli violence.
Several shops and vehicles were

gutted in fireafter communalviolence
broke out when miscreants pelted
stones onabike rallywhichwasbeing
taken out on Nav Samvatsar, the new
year day under the Hindu calendar, in
Karauli onApril 2.

New Delhi
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ADAYafter a local leader of the
Popular Front of India (PFI)was
hacked to death, an RSSworker
was killed the same way in
Palakkad district of Kerala on
Saturdayafternoon.
Police said S K Sreenivasan

(45),anRSSworkerandformerof-
fice-bearer,wasattackedbyafive-
membergangwhostormedinto
his two-wheeler shop in
Melamuri, a BJP stronghold in
Palakkad.
Quotingeyewitnesses, police

said the attackers parked their
motorcyclesoutsideSreenivasan's
shop.Wielding swords, three of
themstormed into the shopand
hackedSreenivasanseveraltimes,
beforeescapingontheirmotorcy-
cles. CCTV footage showed the
suspectedattackers reaching the
streetoutsideSreenivasan'sshop
onthreemotorcycles.
BJPleadersallegedthatthePFI

wasbehindtheattack.ThePFIdid
notreacttothecharges.
OnFridayafternoon, thePFI's

Elappullyareapresident,ASubair
(44),washackedtodeathoutside
amosque. According to police,
Subair and his fatherwere on a
motorcyclewhentheywerehitby
avehicle.Astheyfellontheroad,
somemenemergedfromanother
vehicleandattackedSubairbefore
fleeingthespot.
The PFI had alleged that the

RSS-BJPwasbehindthemurder;
theBJPdistrictleadershiphadde-
niedtheallegation.
Police confirmed that a vehi-

cle abandonedbySubair's killers
wasregisteredinthenameofRSS
workerSSanjith,whowaskilled
lastNovember,allegedlybymem-
bers of PFI and its political outfit
Social Democratic Party of India
(SDPI).Subairwasalsoamember
of theSDPI.
Sanjith's familysaidthevehi-

clewasparkedinaworkshopbe-
fore his death, and theyhadnot
gotitsincethen.
Anothervehiclewhichissus-

pected to have been used by
Subair's attackers was found
abandoned. Police have found
that itwas "rented" to a person
named Rameshan, who is ab-

scondingsincetheincident.
The FIR calls Subair's death a

"politicalmurder". FourRSS-BJP
workerswhowere allegedly in-
volvedinanattackonaPFIworker
lastyeararebeingquestioned.
"The conspiracy behind the

murder is clear. By killing a local
PFI leader, RSSwants to foment
communal trouble," state PFI
president C P Muhammed
BasheerhadsaidonFriday.
Meanwhile,BJP'sstategeneral

secretaryandseniorpartyleader
inPalakkad,CKrishnaKumar,al-
legedthatthePFIwasbehindthe
attackonSaturday. "Police could
notprevent thekillingof theRSS
worker when armed criminal
gangswere roaming in the city.
Yesterday,wealreadydeniedthe
roleof ourworkersor anySangh
ParivarmeninthekillingofthePFI
worker,''hesaid.
"PoliceneglectedthePFIplan

totriggerviolenceacrossthedis-
trict.MelamuriregioninPalakkad
hadreportedcommunalviolence
in thepast,but thepolicedidnot
takeanyprecautionarysteps.The
rulingCPI(M)and itspolice force
have surrenderedbefore terror-
ists,'' state BJP president K
Surendran said. Opposition
LeaderinAssemblyVDSatheesan
said thekillingswere a fallout of
the state government's commu-
nal appeasement. "TheCPI(M) is
appeasingboththeSDPIandRSS,
which they call social engineer-
ing,''hesaid.
Police have soundedan alert

topreventfurtherviolence.About
300police personnel have been
deployed in Palakkad, where
Additional DistrictMagistrate K
Manikandan has issued pro-
hibitoryorderstillApril20"sens-
ing that religious hatred may
emerge in thewake of the two
killings.'' State DGP Anil Kanth
warned that strict actionwould
be taken against those who
spread religious hatred through
socialmedia.

SHEETALBANCHARIYA,
PALLAVISMART
NEWDELHI/MUMBAI, APRIL 16

WHENALLAHABADUniversity
announcedtoconductofflineex-
amsonMarch24,itsparkedwide-
spreadprotests.
Universityofficialscountered

that themovewas “in linewith
restoring normalcy” and was
takenafterahigh-powercommit-
tee — formed to look into stu-
dents'representationsagainstof-
flineexams—submitteditsreport
in favour of pen-and-paper ex-
ams.
University's public relations

officerJayaKapoorsaid:“Someof
theprotestingstudentssprinkled
petrol on themselves and it be-
camea law-and-order situation.
Theadministrationrequestedthe
Vice-Chancellortoreconsiderthe
decision. So, onMarch25 itwas
decidedthatall second-yearstu-
dentswould be promoted and
third-yearstudents’examswould
beheldonline.”
Several universities havede-

cidedtoholdofflineexamsforthe
semester ending in May-June
2022. Butwith little clarity over
hostel arrangements, exam

schedules and hybrid class
timetables,thedecisionhasbeen
met with opposition in most
states.
On April 13, Maharashtra

Higher andTechnical Education
Minister Uday Samant an-
nounced additional 15minutes
for eachhour students sit for an
offlineexam.
Since February 28, students

and faculty at theVisva-Bharati
University in West Bengal's
Santiniketanhavebeenprotest-
ingagainstthedecisiontoholdof-
fline examswithout reopening
hostels.
“Initially, when the hostels

werenot operational and senior
batches began attending offline
classesonDecember1,2021,stu-
dentsrentedrooms.Sincethereis
limited accommodation in the
Santiniketan area, first-year stu-
dentswereunable to findhous-
ing.Theycontinuedtotakeonline
classes and are nowhesitant to
takeofflineexams,”saidSomnath
Sow, a final-year BA economics
student at Visva-Bharati
University.
“The 26-day movement

helped us secure our demands
and online examswill begin on
April18.Thedemandforreopen-

inghostelshasbeenofficiallymet,
but in reality, things are still not
clear. So protests are on,” said
Chaiti,astudentattheuniversity's
departmentofarthistory.
Vice-Chancellor Bidyut

Chakrabartyrefusedtocomment.
Lackofaccommodationisalso

why engineering students of
Kolkata-based Jadavpur
University have beenprotesting
thedecisiontoholdofflineexams.
“Studentsintheirfinalsemes-

ter donotwant to relocate from
theirhometownsfortheremain-
ing fewmonths of their courses.

Also,nooneiswillingtogivetheir
property on rent for a few
months,” saidAkashSekh, a sec-
ond-yearmaster's student of in-
ternationalrelations.
However, the university has

alreadyreleasedtheschedulefor
offline exams and for some
courses, the exams will com-
menceonApril24.
Calls to University V-C

SuranjanDaswentunanswered.
AtDelhiUniversity, students

havebeendemanding that their
end semester examinations be
conductedonline.Theuniversity

reopenedinFebruaryandhasalso
decidedtoholdofflineexamsfor
studentsinthesecond,fourthand
sixthsemesters.
Semester exams for the first,

third, and fifth semesterswill be
heldinonlineOBEmode.
“Themajority of the course-

workhasbeencompletedonline
andwehave attended just over
twomonthsofofflineclasses.So,
themodeofexamsshouldbere-
vised,”saidHimaniSingh,asixth-
semesterBScHomeScience stu-
dentatDU'sLadyIrwinCollege.
However, Pankaj Arora, DU's

deanofstudents'welfare,said:“In
order to return to normalcy,we
mustreturntoofflineexams.”
He said: “Due to Covid, the

‘odd’ semesterwas shorter than
usual and we decided to keep
theirexamsonline.The‘even’se-
mesterofflineexamdurationhas
been increased by 30minutes.
Theuniversityisalsowillingtois-
sue a directive to individual col-
legestoholdmocktests.”
In Maharashtra, confusion

overtheformatof thefinalexam
has triggered a debate. The
Maharashtra Student Welfare
Association (MSWA)has started
asocialmediacampaignto“bring
uniformity”totheassessmentfor-

mat after writing to the Chief
Minister.
“The final-year studentswill

becompetingwitheachotherfor
admission to higher education
courses and in the jobmarket. If
theirassessmentisdoneindiffer-
entformats,thecompetitionwill
not be fair,” said Vaibhav Edke,
MSWApresident.
While Savitribai Phule Pune

University (SPPU) and
Rashtrasanta Tukdoji Maharaj
NagpurUniversitywillbeholding
offlineexams,MumbaiUniversity
hasannouncedamore “blended
approach”—examsoftraditional
courseswillbeonline,whereasfor
professionalcourses itwillbeof-
fline.Also,manyautonomouscol-
legesinMumbaihavedecidedto
holdfinalexamsoffline.
“Forprofessionalcourses,stu-

dentswere anywaywriting de-
scriptiveanswersfor60outof100
marks for the past two exams,”
saidVinodPatil,DirectorofBoard
of Examinations andEvaluation,
MumbaiUniversity.
Countering the students’ de-

mand for “uniformity”, he said,
“Anyway there can’t beparity as
courses,curriculum,exampattern
andevaluationmethods aredif-
ferentinalluniversities.”

After online classes for 2 yrs, students protest offline exams
Universitiescall it steptowardsrestoring ‘normalcy’, butstudentsacrossstatesseek ‘parity’

KERALA

StudentsofRashtrasantaTukdojiMaharajNagpur
Universitystageaprotestagainstofflineexams. File

GARGIVERMA
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CHHATTISGARHPOLICEandthe
CRPF on Saturday denied con-
ductinganyairstrikeinBastaraf-
terMaoistsreleasedapressnote
with pictures and alleged that
securityforcesconductedstrikes
inthejunglesofSouthBastarus-
ingdrones.
The banned Communist

Partyof India(Marxist)onFriday
allegedinatwo-pagepressnote
that thesecurity forcesbombed
Kottam, Rasam, Eraam, Sakiler,
Madapa, Duled, Kannemarka,
PotemangumandBottamareas
on the intervening night of
ThursdayandFriday.
Calling it a lie, Bastar

Inspector General P Sundarraj
saidthatthesearepartofMaoist
conspiracy to distract and scare
people.
When contacted, CRPF D-G

KuldiepSinghdenied therewas
anyoperationcarriedoutagainst
Maoists.“Nosuchoperationhas
taken place,” he said. “Also, we
come inaideof the statepolice;
statepolice leadoperations.”
TheMaoistrelease, issuedby

Dandakaranya Zonal
Committee's spokesperson
Vikalp,allegedthatmorethan50
bombsweredroppedwithinan
hour,targetingthem.Noinjuries
were reported, itmentioned.
In April last year, DKZC had

alleged a drone strike and re-
leased the picture of a fallen
drone.
BastarI-GSundarrajsaid:“In

Bastar,liketherestofcountry,se-
curityforcesareinvolvedinpro-
tecting life and property. The
Maoistsaretryingtomalignour
imageoutof desperationat los-
ingground.Theirleaders,allout-
siders, aremisusing tribal peo-
ple. It is time people see their
real, violent faces.”
TheCRPFsaidinastatement,

“CRPFdeniesall allegations lev-
eledofanyattackonMaoistsus-
ing drones. Maoists are losing
supportof thelocalsduetogood
governance, which is why they
arespreading lies.”

WITHENS-DELHI INPUTS

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, APRIL 16

ASPECIALcourtonSaturdayup-
heldatrialcourt'sorderaskingCBI
towithdraw a lookout circular
(LOC) issued against former
AmnestyInternationalIndiachief
AakarPatel. Thecourtnotedthat
the LOC issued was based on
"wronginterpretationandunder-
standing of the law”, and cau-
tioned CBI by stating that its
power to "investigateandprose-
cuteisnotanunbridledpower”.
In the order, Special Judge

SantoshSnehiMannalsosetaside
the trial court's order asking the
CBIdirectortoissuePatelanapol-
ogy.TheCBIhadissuedtheLOCin
connectionwithacaseregistered
against Amnesty International
India in 2019under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act.
Patel headed theorganisation at
thetime.Patel,duetotraveltothe
UStodeliver lecturesatuniversi-

ties,wasstoppedtwicefromleav-
ingthecountry.
JudgeMannhasaskedPatelto

appearbeforeatrialcourtandfur-
nish a bond for his appearance
and asked himnot to leave the
countrywithout the trial court's
permission.
Thejudgesaidthatthe“man-

nerinwhichtheLOChasbeenis-
suedshowslackofunderstanding
of the relevant law, and hence
needfororientationoftheofficers
(concerned)ofCBI,notonlysensi-
tizationbutalsotobringobjectiv-
ityintheactionsisnotoutofcon-
text”. Thecourt said, “LOC issued
against the respondent is bad in
law, hence cannot be sustained.
Order of the trial court

quashing/setting aside the LOC
doesnotsufferfromanyinfirmity
and is a well-reasoned order
basedontheprinciplesof law.”
Thecourt,however,notedthat

a“balanceshouldhavebeenstruck
qua theprosecutingagency that
therespondentaccusedmayflee
fromthecountry,andfundamen-
talrightoftherespondentaccused
totravelabroad,byputtingcondi-
tionstakingrecoursetosection88
CrPC,whichempowers thecourt
totakebondforappearance”.The
judgesaidthecourt'sobservations
are“notofthenatureofexercising
powerof superintendence, they
are out of concern and thepeti-
tioner (CBI) is expected to take
theminrightspirit”.
ItsaidCBI'spowerto"investi-

gate andprosecute is not anun-
bridledpower”.Thecourtsaid,“In
glaringcasesofexcessescommit-
tedinactions,theremayarisethe
need for fixing accountability. In
thepresentcase, LOCwas issued
onwrong interpretationandun-

derstandingoflaw,andnotoutof
maliceorillwill.Henceitisnotafit
casetocallforfixingtheaccount-
abilityforissuanceofLOC.”
On trial court's directions to

theCBIdirector to tender awrit-
tenapologyanditsgeneralobser-
vationsonmonetarycompensa-
tion, JudgeMannsaid that "it is a
settledlegalpropositionthattrial
court can step in to compensate
forpoliceexcessesand illegal ac-
tions of the Statewhen funda-
mentalrightsareviolated."
TheCBI had argued that LOC

wasissuedconsideringthatPatel
was an influential person and
well-connectedwithentitiesout-
side India, because of which he
may evade the law. On this, the
courtheldthissubmissionhas"no
force in law to support and sus-
tain." “Subjective satisfaction of
theIOtoassessthesituationforis-
suanceofLOCmustflowfromthe
objectivecriteria,"theorderread.

FULLREPORTON:
www.indianexpress.com

‘Pandemic may have increased learning
poverty, help children adjust first’
AS OFFLINE classes resume in
schools across the country,
CentralSquareFoundation(CSF)
founder ASHISH DHAWAN,
who works closely with the
Centre andmany states on ad-
dressing foundational learning
gaps,believesauthoritiesshould
helpchildrenadjustbeforepick-
inguptextbooks.
Dhawan,whoisalsoafound-

ing member of the Ashoka
University,iscurrentlysettingup
ConvergenceFoundation,which
will work acrossmany areas in
the social sector, including
women empowerment and air
pollution, by setting up organi-
sations along the lines of CSF,
whichprimarilyworksonschool
education.
He spoke to SOURAV ROY

BARMAN onavarietyof topics,
including the government's
NIPUN Bharat programme,
which CSF helped develop and
implement, foundational learn-
ingdeficienciesdeepenedbythe
pandemicandhighereducation
reformsannouncedbytheUGC.
Excerpts:

Beforethepandemic,youhad
citedaWorldBankreportto
saythat55%of India's10-
year-oldchildrenlack
foundational learningskills,
whichisclassifiedaslearning
poverty.Whathasbeenthe
impactof thepandemic?
The percentage may have

risen to 65 per cent now. The
questionishowtobringitdown
to 20-30 per cent over the next
decade?We know learning is
breaking down early and we
have to go to Class I, II, III. If you
can't do basic math, addition,
subtraction,thenhowdoyoudo
fractionsinclassIVorV?Howdo
youdoalgebrainclassVorVI?So

thesearebasicfoundationalskills
thateverychildneeds tomaster
by the end of class II. The com-
mittee that drafted theNational
Education Policy (NEP) under-
stood this and said in the report
that this should be
India's top priority
inschooleducation
and should be
pushed inmission
mode.Andthenthe
National Initiative
for Proficiency in
Reading with
Understandingand
Numeracy(NIPUN)
Bharat programme
was launched.

HowdoesNIPUNBharat
work?
Itwill prioritise foundational

learninginalargepublicsystem.
So for classes I, I and III, the gov-
ernment has created a separate
project, where itwill pay for all
the teaching-learningmaterial,
teacher professional develop-
mentassessment.TheCentrealso
setsgoalsandobjectivesandhan-
dles themonitoring aspect. The
implementation is done by the
states.TheCSFhasMoUswith12
states.Wehaveprojectmanage-
mentunitsthatworkatthestate
level.Soit'sateamofpeoplewho

work with the Department of
Educationon foundational liter-
acyandnumeracy(FLN).

NEPhelpedinstitutionalise
FLNatatimewhenthe
pandemicwasnotonthe
horizon.Butaschildren
returntoschoolaftera long
gap,whatarethe
interventionsrequiredto
helpthemcope?
Stateshavea four-sixmonth

catch up. So, the idea is to keep
the textbooksaside for the time
being. Right now, if a child is in
class III, the truth ishenever at-
tended school in class I or II. So
in the first fewmonths, teach
them themost basic concepts.

Then only do we
even open the class
textbookandthenin
thenextsixmonths,
thegoalshouldbeto
catch up with the
keyconcepts.

ShouldNIPUNbe
redesignedto
address the
specificneeds

arisingoutof the
interruptioncausedbythe
pandemic?
No, I don't think so. The

NIPUN goals remain the same.
WithinNIPUN,eachteamneeds
todosomecatchingup.Wewill
still do formative assessment,
haveateacherguidewithlesson
plans, have a workbook, need
reading material in the class-
room and need a math kit to
make it easier forkids tounder-
standabstract concepts incom-
plete form. So I don't think
NIPUN needs to be redesigned,
because it is a scheme for the
next five years. Within NIPUN,
the Centre has told the states to

take their timetocatchup.

Duringthepandemic,wesaw
schoolswerethefirst toclose
andlast toopen.
I think that mindset will

changenow.Peoplehavetointer-
nalisethatlifehastogoonevenif
youfacethenextOmicron.Iwasin
New York for Christmas, New
Years andkids had to goback to
school inJanuarywhenOmicron
was raging in theUS. There is no
greater risk in opening schools
andourpolicymakersnowneed
to internalise that becausewhat
wedidn'tdoearlyonisanyformof
cost benefit analysis.We should
havestartedschool earlier. If you
doacost-benefitanalysis,thereis
arisk,butthecostofkeepingkids
athomefortwoyearsisnotbeing
measuredandit'sanimpactona
whole generation of kids. So, I
thinkpeoplewillinternalisenow
thatwecan'tdothisagain.

ThelatestUDISEreporthas
shownasharpdropinprivate
schoolenrolmentandrise in
governmentschool
enrolment.Whatdoesthis
indicate?
That is purely an economic

thing.ThetemptationofEnglish
and accountability lure parents
intosendingtheirkidstoprivate
schools.Andnormally,youneed
income above a certain thresh-
oldtodoit.So,ifyourincomehas
been hit, that's the demand
shock. Covid also had a supply
shock,where schoolswere shut
forsolongandtherewasnorev-
enue.Theycouldn'tjustifycharg-
ing. They couldn't do zoom
classes.Asaresult,parentswere
notwilling to pay. So,manypri-
vateschoolsevencloseddown.

FULLINTERVIEWON:
www.indianexpress.com
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AMEAT seller in Karnataka has
announceda10percentdiscount
for fansofactorSunnyLeone.
PrasadKN,27,hasbeenrun-

ning his meat shop — DK
Chicken — inMandya district,
around100kmfromBengaluru,
for nearly two years. He says
readingaboutthephilanthropic
work undertaken by Leone in-
spiredhimtoofferthediscount.
“Due to her pastwork in the

pornindustry,sheisoftenlooked
atasasexsymbol. Toknowher, I
lookedintoherlife,whichwasre-
allyinterestingandinspiring.Iwas
surprisedtoseethatshehasdone
somuchforsociety. Fromadopt-
ingadaughtertorunningaschool
and extending help during the
pandemic,shehasreallybeenan
inspiration,” Prasad said. To avail
the discount, customers have to
show that they followLeone on
InstagramandFacebook,haveat
leasther10photosontheirphone,
and have commented on social
mediapostsabouthermovies.

Now special court’s relief to Aakar Patel,
order asking CBI to recall notice upheld
Waylookoutcircular issuedshowslackofunderstandingof relevant law: court

Maoists claim
airstrike in
Bastar jungles,
forces deny

10% discount for
Sunny Leone
fans at meat shop

ABHISHEKANGAD
DUMKA,APRIL 16

IS THE Adivasi community un-
couth;doesitfollowanyreligion;
does it have a global vision, and
why is the Santhal rebellion,
whichtookbeforethe1857Revolt,
leftoutofmainstreamhistory?
Theseweresomeoftheques-

tions that emergedduring adis-
cussion on ‘Tribal Literature:
PresentandFuture’duringthein-
augural State Library Literature
Festival inDumkadistrict.
Theeventwascentredaround

refurbishment of ‘Rajkiya
Bhramanshil Pustkalay (Library
onWheels)’ built on a truck in
1958,whichhad travelled thou-
sandsofkilometresinremotear-
eas of Jharkhand. Although not
mobile anymore, it was refur-

bishedbyOdisha-bornpoet and
booksellerAkshayBahibala,who
travels with his “Walking
Bookfairs”—avanfullofbooks—
insmalltownstopromotebooks.
Writers from the tribal com-

munity suchaswriter-poetAnuj
Lugun, winner of Sahitya
AkademiYuvaPuraskar in 2019,
andMahadev Toppo, a leading
Adivasi litterateur from
Jharkhand, discussed on how

Adivasisareperceiveddifferently.
Theperceptionthat thetribal

communityisbackward,andthat
it doesnotknowthewaysof the
world,is“unfounded”,Lugunsaid.
“Sosobonga,which areorally re-
citedepicsofAdivasis,particularly
inMundas andAsur communi-
ties, tell us about how there
should be balance betweenna-
tureandhumans,”hesaid.
Topposaidthelockdowncul-

ture has existed for long in the
Adivasi communities. “For a few
monthseachyear, inabidtopro-
tectbabyanimals,growingshrubs
andplants,Adivasisdon'tventure
intoforests.Whentheviewpoint
of Adivasis is such, how can an
Adivasipersonbecalleduncouth
or ignorant?This is the real chal-
lenge in front of upcomingwrit-
ers and generation to bring this
viewouttothemainstream.”

AakarPatel

COACHES DERAIL, MUMBAI OFF-TRACK
Commuterswere left strandedafter threecoachesof theChalukyaDadar-Puducherry
ExpressderailedaftercollidingwiththeCSMT-GadagExpressnearMatungastation in
MumbaionFridaynight.TheCentralRailwaytookover15hours torestoreservices.Almost
100 local trainsand13long-distancetrainswerecancelled.GaneshShirsekar

SK
Sreenivasan

DayafterPFI
leader’smurder,
RSSmankilled

Writers discuss tribals: Aloof? Perception ‘unfounded’

RajkiyaBhramanshilPustkalay (LibraryonWheels),builton
atruck in1958,atDumkaStateLibraryLiteratureFestival. It
has travelledthousandsofkilometres in Jharkhand.Express
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THE HIJAB, halal and aazaan contro-
versiesarerockingthestateofKarnataka.
Theyhavebeenmanufacturedaspartof
a carefullydesignedcampaign todivide
thepeopleofKarnataka intotwocamps
—Hindus andMuslims— ahead of the
Stateelection in2023.

■Hijab is a dress where the
girl/woman covers her headwhen she
stepsoutof herhome.Hinduwomen in
northIndia,Sikhwomen,Christiannuns
and some others (including Sikhmen)
alsocover theirheads.

■Halal is meat from slaughtering
animals or poultry, according to Islamic
law, through a cut to the jugular vein or
windpipe and draining all the blood.
Other religions have rules for preparing
food: Judaism prescribes kosher food
andmanyHindu sub-divisions prepare
foodaccording tocertain rules.

■Aazaan is acall toprayerbroadcast
frommosques five times a day, often
through loudspeakers. Hindu and
Christian places of worship toll bells.
Hindu religious festivals are usually ac-
companiedbyrecitingscripturesorplay-
ing devotional music that is amplified
through loudspeakers.

CENTURIES OF CO-
EXISTENCE

Hijab,halal and aazaan arenotnew
practices. They have been part of Islam
eversince Islamcameto India. Thepeo-
ple of Karnataka (and the old Mysore
kingdom) had accepted these practices

for centuries; no one objected to them,
and noMuslim objected to Hindu reli-
giouspractices.Toputitshortly,Hindus,
MuslimsandChristians—aswell as fol-
lowersof other faiths—havepeacefully
co-existedwitheachother.
Until theBJPenteredKarnataka. The

BJPhas ruledKarnataka fora fewterms,
in a coalitionor alone. In recent years, it
has ruled by enticing legislators from
otherpartiestoswitchsides—theeffort
was labeled asOperation Lotus. TheBJP
facesaStateelectionin2023. Itsgovern-
mentshavebeennon-performersandits
position in Karnataka is quite shaky.
Opposition parties have learnt to build
protective walls to counter Operation
Lotus. Hence, the need to build another
narrativethatcanpolarizethevotersand
attract themajority of the Hindu votes.
The BJP has enough evil geniuses who
have the capacity to craft state-specific
strategies:onesuchstrategyisthedelib-
erate effort to kick up controversies
around food, dress and prayer in
Karnataka.
The suddenproscription of hijab in

schoolsandcollegesbythestategovern-
ment was challenged in Court. A Full
Bench of the High Court of Karnataka
framed the question as “whetherwear-
ing of hijab was an ‘essential religious
practice’ “, and ruled that itwasnot. The
questionwasirrelevant.Theonlyrelevant
questionwaswhether the State had the
powertoproscribehijabandthusviolate
the right to privacy (and agency) of the
Muslim student and her right to educa-
tion. An appeal has been lodged in the

Supreme Court and it is hoped that the
realissueswillbeaddressedandresolved.

HATE SPEECH THRIVES
Suchcontroversies laythegroundfor

hate speech. There has been an abun-
danceofhatespeechonbothsides,though
the initial provocateur, inmany recent
cases,wastheHinduzealot(s).Sadly, few
prominent citizens of Karnataka spoke
up: among the notable exceptionswere
the historianMrRamchandraGuha and
the industrialistMrs KiranMazumdar-
Shaw.Thepeddlersofhatespeechturned
their ireonthetwo!
Hate speech has crossed all bounds

in some states, especiallyUttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand. A repeat offender is
YetiNarasinghanand,workingasapriest
inDasnaDevitemple.Lastyear,duringa
Hindu religious congregation in
Haridwar, he hadmade derogatory re-
marks againstMuslimwomen,was ar-
restedandaftersomeweeksreleasedon
bail. On April 3, 2022, he delivered a
speech at a self-described ‘Hindu
Mahapanchayat’ in Delhi when he said
“to protect your sisters and daughters,
take up arms.” Among the dire predic-
tionshemadewasthataMuslimwillbe
primeministerof Indiaeitherin2029or
2034or2039!ThepolicerecordedanFIR
but did not arrest him ormove for can-
cellationof hisbail.
Another horrifying example is the

case of Mahant Bajrang Muni, a self-
styled religious leader.OnApril 2, 2022,
avideoshowedhimaddressingagather-

ing in Hindi. He said, while the crowd
cheeredhim,“If anyonefromyourcom-
munityharassesanygirlinthearea,Iwill
pickupyourdaughtersfromyourhomes
andrapethem.”Thetargetwasobvious.
The National Commission forWomen
demanded his arrest. He was arrested
elevendays later.

TOLERATING
INTOLERANCE

Ironically,actsofviolence,intolerance
andhatewerecommittedonthedaycel-
ebratedasthebirthdayofLordRam,who
isMaryada Purushottam, the epitomeof
righteousness.Theseactsandutterances
cannotbedismissedasextremerantsby
agent provocateurs. They have the sup-
portoftheBJPandtheRSSwhoaredeter-
minedly on a course to consolidate and
expand the Hindu core of India which
nowlies intheHindi-speakingstates.
Hartosh Singh Bal, writing in the in-

fluential Foreign Affairs, has observed,
“Morethan400millionpeopleeitherdo
notsubscribetoHinduismordonotprac-
tice the kind of Hinduism that the RSS
holdssupreme.Theywillnonethelessbe
subjecttowhatis,ultimately,animperial
projectthatattemptstohomogenizethe
Hindu populationwhile ensuring that
India’sMuslims and Christians are rele-
gatedtosecond-classcitizenship.”
Amidst growing intolerance, the

studiedsilenceofthehighestauthorities
of the country is not a mere lapse
of governance.

Hate speech thrives and divides

The BJP has enough evil
geniuses who have the

capacity to craft state-specific
strategies: one such strategy
is the deliberate effort to kick

up controversies around
food, dress and prayer in

Karnataka
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THE2022UttarPradeshelectionverdict is
a latent function of deep communal and
casteistmobilisation.However, it is being
camouflagedunder the garb of develop-
ment and good governance. On the one
hand therewas ‘Kairana, Kashi, Ayodhya,
Mathura, Jinnah, Assi-Bees, bulldozer
(against a particular community), Teen
Talaq’,andontheotherside, themobilisa-
tionofBrahmins,non-Yadavs(Kurmi,Lodh,
Gujjar, Jaat, Rajbhar,Maurya, Saini, Nonia,
Chauhan,Nishad,Nai),andnon-Jatavs(Pasi,
Dhobi, Kori, Khatik, Valmiki, Dhanuk) be-
camethefulcrumofelectioneering.Above
all, the mainstream corporate media,
YouTubemedia,pollsters,andso-calledin-
tellectuals, on the basis of flop-rallies by
leaders of twopolitical parties, described
theUPelections as bipolar. Once this per-
ceptioncrystallisedamongstmasses, they
forgot unemployment, price rise, Covid
deaths,Hathrascase,Unnaocaseetc.
Thisfalseconsciousnesscreatedastrong

perceptionthatthecontest isbetweenthe
BJPandSPandthattheBSPisnotinthefight
atall. SotheMuslims,OBCs,andafewup-
per-caste voterswho have traditionally
votedfortheBSP,desertedit.Hadthissec-
tionvotedfordevelopmentandgoodgov-
ernance, forwhich the BSP had the best
recordduring its2007-12terminUP, they
wouldhavepickedthepartyagain.
ItisafactthatinthiselectiontheBSPlost

approximately74lakhvotesincomparison
to2017.TheSPgained1.26croreanditsally,
theRLD, gained10 lakhvotes. In the2019
Lok Sabha elections, the BSP had tied up
withtheSPandRLD,andsincetheDalitvote
is oftenbasedon ideology, therefore in all
probability,theBSPvoteshaveshiftedtothe
SPandRLDtodefeattheBJP.
Sodid theBJP raise its tally?Of course,

becauseoftheCongress(whichlostapprox-
imately 32 lakh votes) and the Shiv Sena
(didnotcontest).Thevotersoftheseparties
havenohesitationinvotingfortheBJP. It is
inthiscontextthatthetheorythattheDalit
votehasshiftedtotheBJPisnothingbutan

ignoranceofhistory.
Historically, non-Jatavs have always

votedfortheBJP(ortheJanaSangh).Atone
point, theywerealsoconsideredCongress
vote bank, before shifting to theBSP. This
narrativewas constructed to save the so-
calledupper-castesfrombeingquestioned
— whydidtheyvoteen-blocfortheBJP.
That theBSP is theB-teamof theBJP is

another narrativewhich speaks volumes
aboutcasteprejudice.InGoa,theTrinamool
Congress contestedpolls for the first time
anddidnotwinanyseat,andinturnhelped
theBJPtoretainpower.Yet,nobodycallsthe
TMCaB-teamoftheBJP.MamataBanerjee
alsotravelledtoUPtocampaignfortheSP.
Thecasteprejudice in Indianpolitics is

notonlytowardstheBSP’sMayawati.Take
Congress’s Charanjit Singh Channi. In
Punjabpolls. Jat Sikhs andHindusdidnot
vote forChannialthoughhe isawell-edu-
cated and seasonedpolitician. It is estab-
lishedfactthatinPunjab,theAkalisandthe
Congresscometopoweralternatively,and
theJatSikhs,HindusandDalitshavevoted
fortheCongressfor70years.However,this
time, AAPweaned away Jats, Hindus and
non-RavidasisandRamdasisfromCongress
byprojectingaJatSikhasCM.
ThenwhatisthewayforwardforBSP?

TheanswerliesinthefactthattheBSPisnot
onlyapoliticalparty,itisasocialmovement.
Losingandwinninganelectionispartofthe
movement and till thegaps indemocracy
arefilled,BSPwillremainrelevant.
Nonetheless, after five elections (UP

polls—2012,2017,2022—andtwogeneral
elections—2014, 2019) it has beenestab-
lished that themainstreamsociety is not
ready toaccept theBSPasa centrist party,
eventhough it ishailed for itsgoodgover-
nance,socialjustice(landdistribution),pro-
poor schemes (Ambedkar Village,
KanshiramHousingSchemes), anddevel-
opment(withGDPofthestateonaparwith
thenationalnumbersduring2007-12).
Therefore,ithastoreinventitsoldideol-

ogy and identify elementswhich exploit
Bahujansininstitutionsofgovernance,ed-
ucation,productionandsocial life. Ithasto
repeatits2007performancetoproviderep-
resentation to Bahujans in institutions of
governancetostrengthen democracy.

Kumar is professor of sociology at
JawarharlalNehruUniversity
SurajYengde,theauthorofCasteMatters,

curatesthefortnightly ‘Dalitality’column

AFTER DEPICTING blowzy romance via
windmachines, designerwardrobes and
incredulous coincidences, celebrity film-
maker Karan Johar’s latest foray into the
business of love is a down-to-earth en-
dorsement ofwww.iitiimshaadi.com. The
website, promoted by the very aptly
namedcompanyAlmaMaterMattersPvt
Ltdinvitesregistrationsonlyfromalumni
of top institutions, with the explanation
that “people desire companionship of
matching intellectswith similar experi-
ences”.It’sperfectlynaturalthatlikegrav-
itatestowardslike,thelatestexamplesbe-
ingRanbirKapoorandAliaBhatt.ButJohar
hasbeen receivinga lotof flakonTwitter
forpromotinga“regressiveanddiscrimi-
natory”approachtomarriage,asif India’s

unabashedly conservativewedding pro-
tocolshaveeverbeenanythingelse.
Internet matchmaking has become

ubiquitous even in India, taking on the
spaceonceoccupiedbynewspapermatri-
monialads. Itcanbeoverwhelming,sort-
ingthroughlakhsof jeevansathi.com and
shaadi.com profiles,constantlyworrying
aboutapotentialprospectmisrepresent-
ing themselves. A friend of mine was
alarmed to discover that someone she
matchedwithonTinderwasatruckdriver
before starting a transport business. I
pointed out that Russell Crowe was a
waiter beforemaking it in Hollywood to
which she snapped she had nothing in
commonwith people in the trucking in-
dustry.Rightorwrong,weareall shame-
lesstraditionalistswhenitcomestochoos-
inglifepartners,operatinginourownlittle
gildedcircles,reluctanttoconsideranout-
lier. If one is venturing outside of one’s

comfortzone,afilteringisrequired.That’s
whereiitiimshaadi.comscores;itmakesno
bonesaboutsiftingoutthegrainfromthe
chaff, so tosay.
It is worth noting that there are over

1,500matrimonialwebsitesinIndia,cater-
ing to orthodoxHindu demands, largely
based on caste.Minorities (Muslims and
Christians)would bewasting their time
onmany of them (however, they have
theirownspecificwebsites fullof equally
tastelessidiosyncrasies). Aglancethrough
thetopfivematchmakingsitesisarevela-
tion; candidateswho fail to identify their
own caste and graciously tick “caste no
bar” in their quest for amate have a far
smallerpoolof responsestochoosefrom.
Therearetworeasonsforthis.One,Indians
arehopelessly insularandcasteist.Two,a
lack of full disclosure is viewed suspi-
ciously; perhaps a candidate is hiding an
unsavourypast.Undertheheading“Caste

No Bar” I repeatedly saw: “SC/ST Please
Excuse”, contradictory yet noteworthy—
this is a rare specimen indeed,whostops
shortoftakingadeepplungebutisatleast,
willingtolookbeyondhisownsub-caste.
It is to bewondered that after all this

painstaking anthropological streamlin-
ing and pairings based on socio-eco-
nomichierarchies, if, a fewyears in,peo-
ple do a rethink and decide these
yardstickswerewholly idiotic—andthat
giving oneself up tomad passionmight
havebeenmoreconducivetohappiness.
But romantic inexperience leads to the
fear that the lovers one choosesmay be
chronicallywrong(andthere’llbenoone
to blame). Mate selection is an issue in
other countries too. In theWest they go
about it likenormaladults, pickingpart-
ners with a shared vision for the future,
andsimilar interests.Critically,mummy-
papa are not involved and nobody cares

what a partner’s random ancestors did,
300 years ago. Indians approach their
personal lives the way they do a 12th
Board examination—industriously, the
virtues of continuity of society ham-
mered into them.
Thisattitudeofriskaversenesshasled

toanover-dependenceontribeandacyn-
icaldistrustof romance.Afterall,mostof
literature concerns the perils of scandal
and doomed love; in Anna Karenina,
Anna leaves her husband for Vronksy,
condemningherself toalifeofdespairand
death. Lydia, in Pride and Prejudice, is re-
duced to poverty by eloping with the
county rake, Wickham. In this era, the
path to true love may be paved with
choices, but the safest is going en route
theonlydestinationthatmatters:acare-
fully strategizedmarriage.

Thewriter isdirector,HutkayFilms

Searching for love (conditions apply)

ALLTHROUGHmychildhoodandteenage
years, Inoticedsomeinadequacies inmy
vision. For instance, when I picked up a
dull-coloured shirt, others would call it
bright. But I never knew I was colour-
blind.My ‘inadequacy’, I presumed, had
todowithhowIsawcertaincolourcom-
binations.I justtoldmyself thatmycolour
sensibilities were a little different from
everyoneelse.Afterbeingassociatedwith
a few film projects as assistant director,
workingonsometelevisionproductions,
andmakingshortfilmsandvideoalbums,
I joinedafilminstituteinKochiasfaculty.
Iwasabout28yearsold then.
At the institute, I was asked to help

withtheadmissionprocess.Somelectur-
ers on the panel insisted that we also
make arrangements for a colour-blind-
ness testwhile selecting candidates.We
putupsomecolourboardsandIwasgiven
theresponsibilitytospotthecolour-blind
candidates.
That is when I realised that I was

colourblind.
I realised the problem but I knew

nothing about it. So, I started readingup.
Since I was also an aspiring filmmaker, I
wasnervousaboutmyfuture.
Once it became known that I had

colour blindness, people
aroundmealsobecamecu-
rious.Theywouldshowme
thingsandaskmeaboutits
colour. Even now, some
friends ask me in jest,
“What is the colour of this
shirt?” Forme, however, it
was less about not recog-
nising a particular colour
andmoreabouttherealisa-
tion that Imay be seeing a
differentworld.
I was toldmy problem

is with Red and Green,
among themost common
formsof colourblindness.
Then, I came across a report that said

that even British-American filmdirector
ChristopherNolan is colourblind. It came
as a huge relief. The fact that an interna-
tionally celebrated filmmakerwas also
colourblindgavemeimmenseconfidence.
SowhentheSupremeCourtissuedan

order directing the Pune-based Film and
TelevisionInstituteofIndia(FTII)nottoex-
clude candidates suffering from colour

blindnessfromitscoursesonfilmmaking
andediting,Iwelcomeditwholeheartedly.
The petitioner — a studentwhowas

deniedadmissiontoFTII’sDiplomainFilm
Editing course in 2015 after hewas diag-
nosed as colour blind — had also cited

Nolan’sexample.
Lookingback,Ifeelthatif

Ihadn’tknownaboutNolan,
thingswouldhavebeen far
more challenging for me
emotionallyintheearlypart
ofmycareer.My transition,
fromsuspectingthatIhada
problemwithmyvision to
thinking that I had ‘lesser’
colour sense, to finally un-
derstandingthatIhadcolour
blindness,wasslow.
The SC order said that

“colour blindness is not a
formofblindnessbutade-

ficiency.” So true. I would say that there
mightbeaprobleminmyvision, butnot
inmysensibility.
ShyjuKhalid,arenownedcinematog-

rapher, once told me, “While we see a
largelydullworldandall thedirtaround,
maybeyouhaveagradedvision.”Infilms,
colour grading refers to curating colours
carefully toconveyanatmosphere,emo-
tionandstyle.
However, at times, the conditiondoes

makemeconsciousatwork.Tocounterit,I
have developed an immersiveworking
style, engagingdeeplywith cinematogra-
phersanddesignerstoavoidanyconflict.
Until therecentSupremeCourtorder, I

didn’tevenknowabouttheFTIIcase.When
aprestigious institutedeniesadmissionto
acolour-blindaspirant,itruinsthedreams
ofmany.Moreimportantly,itmakessome-
onefeel inadequateorunqualified.
Now,however,weknowthatthereare

many colour-blind actors and filmmak-
ers. Ibelievethatthescopeofourvisionis
significant too. The colours and patterns
weseeare sodifferentandbeautiful. Ina
way,wecanseethe livesaroundusmore
closely because we are denied many
colours. The Supreme Court order said,
“Art is non-conformist in character…”
Verytrue.Theperspectiveofcolour-blind
people shouldbewelcomedas the influ-
enceofcinemaonpeopleisalsodifferent
andrelative.Iwouldgoasfarastosaythat
being colour blind is not an inadequacy
but an extra advantage for a filmmaker.
That’showIsee theapexcourt’sorder.

Pothan isanacclaimeddirector, producer
andactor, associated

withMalayalamfilmssuchas
KumbalangiNightsand Joji.

As told toArun Janardhanan

The world through my
eyes is just as colourful

LETMEstartwithaquestion.Woulditbe
right for thehomesof policemenandof-
ficials in charge of law and order in
Khargonetohavetheirhousesbulldozed?
Iaskbecausewhenviolencebreaksoutin
a public place it is because the local ad-
ministration fails, and itmustbeheldac-
countable. But instead of the tortuous
processof inquirycommissionsthattake
decadestogivetheirverdict,woulditnot
be better to punish officialswithout due
process? It is keeping this question in
mind thatweneed toexamine thedem-
olition of the houses and properties of
those chargedwith rioting in Khargone.
Whathappenedwasoutrageousbecause
itwasaviolationofthefundamentalprin-
ciplesthatgoverntheruleof law,butpub-
licoutragehasbeensubduedbythevoices
of those who believe that it serves
Muslimsright.
On socialmedia I haveheard jubilant

‘new’ Indians celebratewhat happened
inKhargone.Ihaveengagedwiththemto
point out that without the rule of law
democraticcountriesbecomeautocracies
andwhatprevails isthelawof thejungle.
Andtheresponsehasbeenthatif theChief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh hadwaited
to punish rioters through due legal
process theywould have remained un-
punishedforyears.Thisistrue.Andthere
isasolutionthatissoobviousIfeelfoolish
repeatingithere,but itclearlyneedsrep-
etition.
The reason why the justice system

moves so slowly is because it is broken
and badly needs fixing. There are some
obviousreformsthatcanbemadeeffort-
lessly.Themostnecessaryof these, inmy
view,istoscraptheludicrousprocedures
thatexistfromcolonialtimes.Anexample
that comes immediately tomind is that
of Aryan Khan. On the day that he was
givenbailhewouldhavebeenable inan-
othercountrytowalkoutofcourtimme-
diately. But, not in India. Here he was
takenbacktothecellinwhichhewascon-
fined for amonth andmade towait an-
other two days for the procedures of his
release to be completed.Why do these
proceduresexist?
Why does it take the courts 20 years

of deliberations before punishing those
responsible for the bombings that killed
nearly 300 people inMumbai in 1993?
Why do judges need towrite short nov-
elstomaketheirjudgments?Whydothe
policeneed thousandsofwords tomake
chargesthatcouldbemadeinafewpara-
graphs?Why do lawyers succeed in de-
layingtrials?Whyaretherenodeadlines
for trials to end? These are only some of
the questions that need urgent answers,
buttheanswercannotbetoestablishthe
lawofthejungleinsteadoftheruleof law.
WhatwesawinKhargonewasthelaw

of the jungle. The Home Minister of
Madhya Pradesh defended what hap-
pened on the grounds that those who
throw stones will have their homes re-
ducedtostones.Well,whatwouldhesay
totheoldladywhosepictureappearedon
the front page of this newspaper last
week?HasinaFakhrooisinhersixtiesand
clearlytoooldtobearioter,butherhouse
was reduced to rubble before she could
provethat itwasbuiltunderthePradhan
MantriAwasYojana.
Long is the list of cases inwhichpeo-

ple have been punished without due
process, and the list does not beginwith
NarendraModi coming to power as the
Congresspartywouldhaveusbelieve.An
example from supposedly benign
CongresstimesisthatofLalitModi.Allthe
cases that weremade against him have
been thrown out of court, but he was
hounded out of India as a result of a
shamefulmedia trial inwhich those re-
sponsible for upholding the rule of law
played an ugly part. More recently this
happened in the Sushant Singh Rajput
casewhere themediawasmanipulated
through calculated leaks to turn his sui-
cideintoamurdercase.Ayoungwoman’s
lifewasdestroyedbyTVanchorswhode-
clared her guilty on primetime. Should
these anchors have their homes bull-
dozed?Whenshouldwestopusingbull-
dozers?
Oncewegiveofficialstherighttobull-

doze thehomesof suspected rioters and
therighttoseizethepropertiesofalleged
offenders,weestablishtheruleofthejun-
gle.Onceweallowincome-taxinspectors
to raid the homes of alleged tax evaders
without proof that they have evaded
taxes, we do the same. This is a practice
thathasbeengoingonmuchtoo long.
What has changed since Narendra

Modi tookoffice is that somehowit is al-
ways Muslims that end up spending
months in jail incases thatarebailable. It
is shameful that this happened to a
standup comedian for a joke he had not
cracked. Shameful that student leaders
and journalists, nearly alwaysMuslims,
spendmonths in jail on usually dubious
charges. Letus thenaskwhathappens to
a country inwhich senior political lead-
ers and high officials show total disdain
for the rule of law on the fallacious
grounds that the process of justice takes
too long. The answer is that they are in
clearviolationoftheConstitutionof India,
andtheconsequencesaregrim.Whenthe
rule of law is weakened, it weakens
democracybecausetheruleof lawhasto
besacrosanct indemocratic countries.

Bulldozing
justice

Astill fromPothan’sKumbalangiNights. Facebook/KumbalangiNights
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The scope of our
vision is significant
too. The colours we
see are so different
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us more closely
because we are
denied many
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THE PROTESTERS
The protests have seen

students, teachers, lawyers,
doctors and nurses

gathering at at Colombo’s
Galle Front

G
ALLEFACEis Colombo’sshow-
pieceseafront.ChinaandIndia
havecheek-by-jowlrealestate
here.TheTajSamudraisanold
property,dwarfedbythetow-

eringShangri-LaoftheHongKongchainofho-
tels. Andnext to it, India’s Larsen&Toubro is
constructing an ITChotel. Out in thewater is
theChinesePortCityproject, cominguprap-
idlyonreclaimedland.
Nearlysevendecadesago,theFederalParty

representingthecountry’sTamilsheldaone-
daysatyagrahaonthegreennexttothesea,op-
positewhatwasthentheparliamentbuilding.
ItwasapeacefulprotestagainsttheSriLankan
government’s ‘SinhalaOnly’ legislation that
tookawaytheofficiallanguagestatusofTamil.
Butthedemonstrationwasbrokenupasmobs
armedwith sticks attacked the protesters,
crackingskullsasthepolicelookedaway.The
restishistory.
Thatsamesiteisnowthecentreofanother

peacefulprotest. Thousandsofmostlyyoung
Sri Lankans have gathered here daily since
April 9 demanding that PresidentGotabaya
Rajapaksaandotherfamilymembersinoffice,
includinghisbrotherPrimeMinisterMahinda
Rajapaksa, step down. The old parliament
buildingnowfunctionsasthepresidentialsec-
retariat.
On a patch of green between President

Rajapaksa’s office and a soaring statue of
SWRDBandaranaike, the primeminister
whose controversial language policy had
brought Tamils out on the streets seven
decadesago,atentcityofprotestershassprung
up.Called ‘GotaGoGama’—namedafter the
angry“GoGotaGo”sloganresoundingonthe
streetthesedays—thissymbolicvillageofre-
sistance has comeup against theRajapaksa
regime.Hundredsofpeoplehavebeencamp-
ing at the site,with thenumbers swelling in
thedaytime.
TheprotestsbeganinMarchassmallcan-

dlelight vigils at traffic junctions inColombo.
The demonstrators were protesting long
power cuts imposedby the governmentbe-
causeitdidnothaveenoughdollarstobuythe
dieselneededtorunthepowerplants.
Sincethemiddleoflastyear,essentialitems

havebeeninshortsupplyasimportshavebeen
restricted andpriceshave skyrocketed.With
suppliesdwindling,shopshavehadtorestrict
purchasesandeventhosewithmoneyfound
themselves shut out.Queues stretchoutside
fuel stations and government-run fair price
shops,withpeoplewaitingthreetofourhours
tofilltheirvehiclesorplasticcans.Doublelines
of carswait forpetrol,withpeoplediscussing
ifitisbettertoreturnforarefillatquartertank
orempty.
Theprotestshavegrown,bringingoutstu-

dents, teachers, lawyers, doctors, nurses and
other professionals and youth. The govern-
menthassofarnotcrackeddown.
Unarmedpoliceregulatethetrafficaround

theareawhichleadstoColombo’smainbusi-
nessdistrict. Vehicleshonk in solidaritywith
theprotestersastheypassthrough.
Whatnext?Beyondtheirassertionthatthe

Rajapaksasmust go, notmanyat theprotest
site knowwhat the future holds in store for

themandtheircountry.
“Iknowtheyarenotgoingtoresignjustbe-

causeweareaskingthemtogo.But thepres-
sureofthepeopleisimportant.Ourvoiceswill
beheardinParliamentandParliamenthasto
makeitsdecisionsbasedonthat,”says43-year-
old RebeccaDavid, a rights activistwhohas
beenattheGalleFaceprotestsfromthestart.
Thegovernmenthaddeclaredafull-week

holidayfortheSinhalaandTamilNewYearon
April14,hopingpeoplewouldstayindoors.But
that had theopposite effect:NewYear’sDay
sawthemaximumturnoutatGalleFace,with
theatmospherefestiveandcarnival-like.
“Nowitlookslikepeoplewon’tgiveuptill

theygetaresult.TheywanttoseethePresident
step down,” says David. “Theywant to see
change.”

■ ■ ■

March 31 was a turning point for the
Rajapaksas. That day, hundreds of people
protesting the shortages marched to the
President’sprivatehomeintheColombosub-
urbofMirihanaPangiriwatta.Manyof them
weremiddle-class residents of the area and
wereshoutingslogansseekingthePresident’s
resignation.“Prosperityforrulerswhilehard-
ship for people” was one slogan. They at-
temptedtobreakthroughthebarricadesand
clashedwithpolice,whohadtousewatercan-
nonsandteargas.Policevehiclesweretorched.
Until then, President Rajapaksa believed

that as the architect of themilitary victory
against the LTTE, he and his brothers had
earned enoughgoodwill from thepeople to
seethemthroughthecrisis.
Theprotestshadactuallybegunmuchear-

lier in the countryside, as farmers shouted
themselves hoarse against the overnight
switch to organic farming and the ban on
chemical fertilisers—measurestakentosave
precious foreign exchange. But until the
protests reached Colombo, the Rajapaksas
were sanguine. But that dayof violenceout-
side his house served as a reality check for
PresidentRajapaksa.He isnowsaid tobe se-
questeredinhishigh-securityofficialresidence
in the Fort area of Colombo,while his elder
brother,thePrimeMinister,isinhisofficialres-
idenceatTempleTrees.
A day after the incident, on April 1, the

Presidentimposedanemergencyandthepo-
lice imposed a curfew in the capital, its sub-
urbsandseveraloutlyingareas. Indefianceof
the curfew, protestersmarched through the
streets, daring the police to arrest them. By
April5,bothcurfewandemergencyhadtobe
withdrawn.Onthesameday,thegovernment
appearedtohavelostitsmajority.Agroupof42
parliamentarians belonging to the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, an alliance partner of the
Rajapaksas’SriLankaPodujanaParty,saidthey
hadwithdrawnfromthecoalition.
But for those who believed this was a

“regimechange”momentforSriLanka,there
was disappointment. No challengers have
emerged from the Opposition to overturn
PrimeMinisterRajapaksa.PresidentRajapaksa,
whogot all his cabinetministers to resign—
PrimeMinister Rajapaksa remained inoffice

—invitedallOppositionpartiesandgroupsto
formanational government todealwith the
crisis.Therewerenotakersforthiseither.
Meanwhile, the Rajapaksas are only too

aware that there are few protests outside
Colomboanditssuburbs,andthatiftheywait
it out, theweary protestersmay head back
home. The protesters know that too— that
everymomentofdelaycausedbythepolitical
impassewill only serve to strengthen the
Rajapaksas’resolvetoclingon.
Thereisalsosuspicionthat India’s$2.4bn

financial assistance, while bringingmuch
neededfoodandfueltothecountry,ishelping
theRajapaksas.
Mostanalysts tracetheeconomiccrisis to

ill-advised tax cuts that President Gotabya
Rajapaksaorderedafterhis2019election.The
cutscameintoeffectjustbeforethepandemic,
atatimewhenthe2019Easterbombingshad
alreadyguttedthetourismindustry.
Butsomeeconomistsbelievetheproblem

beganmuchearlier, intheyearsafterthewar
ended in 2009. Armedwith an IMFbailout,
MahindaRajapaksa,thenpresident,wentona
borrowingspreefornon-payinginfrastructure
projects.
AsSriLankanowpreparesfortoughnego-

tiationswiththeInternationalMonetaryFund
(IMF), AhilanKadirgamar,who teaches eco-
nomics at JaffnaUniversity,warns that those
alreadycrushedbythepandemicandtheeco-
nomic failures of the governmentwould be
themostaffectedbytheconditionsthatthein-
ternationallendingagencyisboundtoimpose.
“The peoplewho have come out on the

streets todaydue to economichardships are
affected by cuts to socialwelfare andpublic
services.Workingpeoplearegoingtobemost
affected as IMF conditions lead to austerity
measures andmarket pricing of goods and
services,”predictsKadirgamar.

■ ■ ■

Onenoticeableaspectofthestreetprotests
is the secular languageof theparticipants. If

thereisonerefrainotherthanGoGotaGo,itis
this: “TheRajapaksasdividedSri Lankansby
race, languageandreligion.Wewillneveral-
lowanyonetodothatagain”.
TamilsandMuslims,twoofSriLanka’smi-

noritiesthathavelongsufferedotheringbythe
majoritySinhala-Buddhists,aretodayamong
theprotesters.
JaffnaparliamentarianMASumanthiran

believes it is an importantmoment in Sri
Lanka’shistoryofethnicrelationsthatthepro-
testersareeventakingupTamilcausessuchas
post-war justice and reconciliation, address-
ingwarcrimes,therepealofthePreventionof
TerrorismAct,amongothers.
However,theviewfromJaffnaissomewhat

different. Here, there are noqueues outside
groceryshopsorpetrolpumps.However,fish-
ermen,whoseboatsneeddieselorkerosene,
are among thosehit by the shortages. At the
Gurunagar jetty, fishermenhaveplacedplas-
ticcans inthequeue,hopingsupplieswillar-
rivesoon.
The times are tough, but the Tamilswho

havelivedandsurvivedthewaryearssaythey
haveknownworse.
WhentheLTTEwasincontrolofthepenin-

sula,thegovernmentwouldsendonlylimited
quantitiesofpetrol,diesel,keroseneandfood
rationsbyshipfromColombo,calculatingthat
mostpeoplehadfled,andthesupplieswould
fall intothehandsof theTigers.Therewasno
cookinggaseither, as thegovernment feared
thesewouldbeusedtomakeexplosives.Ditto
withbatteries.Medicineswere in short sup-
ply too. After the bombing of Chunnakam
power station, thepeninsula,whichused to
get a total of onehour of power supply from
this thermal plantwhen thewar beganbe-
tweentheSriLankanforcesandtheLTTE, lost
all access to electricity. Agenerationof Jaffna
students grewup studyingwith the help of
kerosene lampsordynamo-poweredbicycle
lights.Evenafterall theseyearssincethewar
ended,homesstillhasawoodstove.
“InColombo,theyfeeltheshortagesmore

becauseoftheshortageoffuel,gasandpower
cuts.Here,wedon’t feel it thatmuchbecause
we are used to this kind of scarcity,” says
Rakesh Kannan, a general practitioner in
Sydney,Australia,whoisvisitinghisfamilyin
Jaffna.
AttheNallurKandasamytemple,wherehe

wasofferingprayersonTamilNewYear’sday,
Kannanpointsat theparking lot,wheretwo-
wheelersandbicyclesoutnumbercars tosay
that petrol shortageswerenot a Jaffnaprob-
lem.
Herecallstheshortagesfromhistimeasa

student,includingwhenhewasanundergrad
studentattheJaffnateachinghospital:“Istud-
iedwithakerosenelamp.”
WhileColombohas longbeenaccusedof

neglectingJaffna’spost-wareconomicdevel-
opment, in the present crisis, thewar-torn
NorthernProvince city appears tohavebeen
protectedbyitsfoodself-sufficiency—farmers
growriceandvegetables—andastoicismde-
veloped through its ownwar-time experi-
ences.“Peoplearesayingveryproudlythatwe
didn’t die of a power cut then,” says
Sumanthiran. Plus, Jaffnabenefits fromdias-

poraremittances, thoughnottothesameex-
tentasduringthewar.
Rajan Hoole, founder of the Jaffna

UniversityTeachers’HumanRightsthatstood
upagainst theviolenceandrepressionof the
TamilTigers,saysSriLankaisnow“payingthe
pricefortheoriginalsinofthe1948Citizenship
Act”,whichrenderedstatelessanddisenfran-
chised theMalayahaTamils or IndianOrigin
Tamils(ethnicallydifferentfromtheTamilsof
northernandeasternSriLanka)whoworked
in the tea plantations and who made up
around11per cent of the population at the
time.
“Until themid-1960s, this11percentwas

earning65per cent of our foreign exchange.
Theywerethemainstayof thefreeeducation
andfreehealthweenjoyed... Ithascaughtup
withusnow,”saysHoole.
So far, therehas beenonly oneprotest in

Jaffnaovertheeconomiccrisis.Onsocialme-
dia, some in the Tamil community have
mockedtheSinhaleseoutreachtominorities
to join the “Sri Lankan”protests, askingwhy
themajority community had displayed no
such solidaritywhen theTamilswere suffer-
ingduringthewaryears.
Despitethisbitterness,saysSumanthiran,

thereisanacuteawareness,especiallyamong
students, thatthisproblemisasmuchacrisis
forthemasitisfortheSinhalese,thatlandless
workersandtheverypooramongtheTamils
wouldbehitthehardest.
Sumanthiran says thepresent crisis even

offers an opportunity to address the Tamil
question,throughtheabolitionoftheexecutive
presidency,assomeintheOppositionarede-
manding.

■ ■ ■

Inmanyways, it is ironicthatthestatueof
SWRDBandaranaikeatGalleFacehasbecome
abeaconfortheprotesters.Googlenowthrows
up“DrivingDirections”tothestatue,withreal-
timeinformationonhowlongitmighttaketo
reachthecentreof theprotests.
Bandaranaike,anOxford-educatedlawyer,

was a founder-member of the Sri Lanka
FreedomParty,andamongtheearliesttomine
Sinhala-Buddhistmajoritarianismforpolitical
advancement.Hisadvocacyof“SinhalaOnly”
set the country down a path that the
Rajapaksas,whoweremembersof the same
partyuntil 2015, roundedoff to their advan-
tagesixdecades later,byclaiming tohavere-
storedSinhalapridewiththedefeatoftheLTTE.
In the years since, a newgeneration has

comeofage.Theymaynotknowmuchabout
Sri Lanka’s failuresof thepast, but theyare in
themidst of amassivebreakdownnow, and
sensethatmajoritarianismdoesnothavethe
answers.
Standing near the towering

Bandaranaike statue, D M Dissanayake, a
lawyer in his 40s, says, “The Rajapaksas
were heroes for winning the war against
LTTE. After the Easter Sunday attacks, peo-
plethoughttheRajapaksasarethesolepro-
tectors of the Sinhalese… They were
swayed by triumphalism. Now people’s
eyeshaveopened.”

ALETTER FROM
SRILANKA
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GALLE STORM
Amidcripplingshortages, collapseof theeconomyandapolitical impasse,protestersacrossSri Lankahavecometogetherunder
therallyingcryof “GoGotaGo”.NIRUPAMASUBRAMANIANtravelsalongthe islandcountry’suneasy fault lines, fromColomboin

thesouthto Jaffna in thenorth, to findthat theprotestsmayhaveservedtopaperoversomeof thesecracks

SHEMODYAJAYASEKARA,23
Under-graduatestudentatthe
UniversityofSabaragamuwain
south-centralSriLanka;studying
FoodBusinessManagement

Itisherfirstday
at the protests
and she is ac-
companied by
her parents.
Her father
works in the
security divi-

sion of Colombo Port, and her
mother is ahome-maker. “I came
because the ruling leaders donot
give us what we expect from
them. The economy is in a crisis.
We have money but food is not
available.Wehavecookinggasfor
now,butwedon’tknowifwewill
getarefill.Therearelongqueues,”
she says, adding, “I hope towork
in this country after I finish my
studies, but I see somany under-
gradswithoutjobs.Wehavebeen
athomefortwoyearsandouruni-
versity has not resumed physical
classesbecausethereisnopower.”

AQEELAHAMAD,22
EngineeringstudentatMoratuwa
University insuburbanColombo

“Everyoneisaf-
fected by this
government,
by the family
running this
government.
We want a
democratic

country… a peaceful environ-
ment…not an atmosphere filled
with communal and ethnic
racism,” saysAhamad,who is ac-
companied by his father, a busi-
nessman. “One of my aunts in
Kandywas affected in the riots of
2018 — her house and vehicles
weretorched.Ifaceracisminpub-
lic places, even inmy college,” he
adds.
Blaming the Rajapaksa family

for “every problem in the coun-
try”, he hopes “people will vote
next time for eligible candidates
withoutbeingdrivenbyethnic,re-
ligiousconcernsormoney”

DMDISSANAYAKE,INHIS40s
Lawyer

“Civil society
activists and
others had
been warning
people that if
Rajapaksas
come topower
therewillbean

economic crisis because they
neverhadapropereconomicplan.
But Rajapaksas were heroes for
winning the war against LTTE,”
saidDissanayake.After theEaster
Sunday attacks, he adds, “people
thought the Rajapaksas are the
soleprotectorsof theSinhalese…
Theywere swayedby triumphal-
ism. Now people’s eyes have
opened.”

MKRAGUNATHAN,68
Retiredasaconsultantphysicianata
governmenthospital inGalle

“I have seen
howpoliticians
have divided
thiscountryus-
ing religion,
language,caste.
In the last two
years,theecon-

omyhasdeterioratedinawaythat
was not even seen during war
years,” says Ragunathan, adding,
“With somany protesting here, I
didn’t think itwas right forme to
sitathome. I camehereasacom-
monmantovolunteermyservices
asadoctor.”

REBECCADAVID,43
Rightsactivist

“TheRajapaksas
arenotgoingto
resign just be-
cause we are
asking. But the
pressure is im-
portant.When
we demand

here, our voice will be heard in
Parliament,” says David,who has
beenpartoftheprotests“sincethe
beginning”. David and her group
are also starting “Teach Out” ses-
sionsforprotesterstoinformthem
“the Constitution, the powers of
thepresident”etc.
Urging India to “help the peo-

ple, not the government”, she
adds, “Peoplesuspect thattheBJP
government is helping our gov-
ernment because they are quite
similar inmanyways”.

AttheGalleFace inColombo.SinceApril9, thousandsof SriLankanshavegatheredheredemandingthatPresidentGotabayaRajapaksaandhis familymembersstepdown.Reuters
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A FIGHTER FOR DEMOCRACY

TAIWANLEADERPENGMING-MINDIES
Peng Ming-min, a victim of World War II who endured Japanese imperial rule, brutal
Chinese martial law and decades of exile to become a leading fighter for democracy and self-
determination for his native Taiwan, died here, the nation’s capital, on April 8. He was 98.
His death, at the Koo Foundation Sun Yat-Sen Cancer Center, was confirmed by Lee Chun-
ta, director of the Peng Ming-min Foundation.

SINGAPORE

LeesaysFinance
Ministerwill
benextPM
Singapore: Singapore's
PrimeMinister LeeHsien
Loong said on Saturday
that Finance Minister
Lawrence Wong would
succeed him as the city-
state's leader.Wongwas
chosen as leader of the
ruling People's Action
Party's (PAP) so-called
fourth generation team,
according to an an-
nouncementonThursday,
pavingthewayforhimto
become PrimeMinister.
"The plan is for Lawrence
to succeedme as PM, ei-
ther before or after (if the
PAP wins) the next gen-
eral election. It is due in
2025 andwill surely be a
tough fight," Lee said in a
social media post on
Saturday. Lee, whose fa-
ther Lee Kwan Yewwas
the island nation's inde-
pendenceleader,hasbeen
PMsince2004.REUTERS

SingaporeMinister
LawrenceWong.

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

AFGHANISTAN

Talibansummon
Pakenvoyto
protest strikes
Kabul:Talibanauthorities
on Saturday summoned
Pakistan’s ambassador in
Kabul to protest against
military strikes inside
Afghanistan by Pakistani
forces, theAfghanforeign
ministry said. A local
Taliban official and resi-
dents said 36 people
were killed in air strikes
on Friday. A statement
from Afghanistan's
MinistryofForeignAffairs
said Pakistan's
AmbassadorinKabulhad
beensummonedoverthe
recent attacks in Khost
andKunar provinces and
given a diplomatic de-
marche to deliver to
Islamabad.REUTERS

FRANCE

Climatechange
activistsblock
Parissquare
Paris:Climate changeac-
tivists forced the closure
of amain square in cen-
tral Paris on Saturday to
protest against the envi-
ronmental programmes
put forward by France's
remaining presidential
candidates. The
ExtinctionRebellion had
saidon itswebsite that it
planned to block amajor
Parisian location to dis-
rupt the electoral cycle
andits"businessasusual"
attitude. Hundreds of
people gathered in Paris'
9th district brandishing
banners targeting the
candidates, chantingslo-
gans. REUTERS

ABDILATIFDAHIR
DODOMA,APRIL 16

SHORTLYBEFOREmidnightona
spring night last year, Samia
SuluhuHassan, then Tanzania’s
first female vice-president, ap-
peared on television to an-
nouncetoashockednationthat
thePresidentwasdead.
President JohnMagufuli, an

autocrat known as “The
Bulldozer,”haddeniedthatCovid
existed in his country, rejected
Covid vaccines and died after a
weekslong absence frompublic
viewamidunconfirmedreports
thathehadcontractedthevirus.
HisdeathcatapultedHassan,

62, to a historic position as
Tanzania’sfirstfemalePresident.
Knownas “MamaSamia,” she is
currentlytheonlyfemaleheadof
government inAfrica.OnFriday,
shemetinWashingtonwithafel-
lowpath-breaker,KamalaHarris.
Since taking office, Hassan

has set off on a different path
than her predecessor: She en-
couraged Covid vaccinations by
publicly taking the shot herself,
lifted a ban on pregnant girls in
schools and began to amend
someMagufuli-era economic
regulationstolurebackinvestors.
But her first challenge,

Hassan said in an interview last
week at the state house in the
capital, Dodoma, was to over-

come the notion that awoman
couldnot leadTanzania.
“Mostof thepeoplecouldn’t

believe that we can have a
woman President and she can
deliver,”Hassan said. “Thechal-
lengewastocreateatrusttothe
people thatyes, I cando it.”
ShesaidotherAfricanfemale

leaders—includingLiberia’sfirst
femalepresident, Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf, and Sahle-Work Zewde,
the president (though not head
of government) of Ethiopia —
quickly came to her support,
urging her in a virtual meeting
to remainconfident, seekcoun-
sel and listen toher innervoice.
“They all gave me courage

thatyoucando it,” saidHassan.

Since ascending to power in
Marchlastyear,Hassanhasposi-
tioned herself as a unifying na-

tionalfigurewillingtochallenge
the establishment and bent on
bringinghercountryinfromthe

coldafter fiveyearsof isolation-
ismunderMagufuli,whorarely
traveledabroad.
Tanzania, anationof 60mil-

lion people that borders eight
other countries in eastern, cen-
tral and southern Africa, was
longseenasabulwarkof stabil-
ity in a region torn by ethnic
strifeandcivilwar.
ButHassan,whoisexpected

to run Por president in 2025,
takesthehelmofapolarisedna-
tion with a battered economy
and growing unemployment, a
slow pace of vaccine deploy-
ment and a growing clamor for
constitutionaloverhauls.
InadditiontomeetingUSof-

ficials during her trip to the

United States, she is also set to
court investors, seek assistance
inimprovingpublichealthpart-
nershipsandpromoteTanzania
asavibrant touristdestination.
In Washington, one issue

Hassanislikelytofaceisthewar
inUkraine.Tanzaniawasamong
the African nations that ab-
stainedfromtheUnitedNations
vote condemning the war — a
move Hassan said was in line
with Tanzania’s long-standing
positionof nonalignment.
Pushedon this, she said that

in “Tanzania, we don’t know
why they are fighting,” adding
that Russia and Ukraine should
sit down to talk. “Theworldhas
to convince Putin not to fight,”

shesaid.
Hassan, who is soft-spoken

and comes across as reserved,
saidthatasvice-president,itwas
“tough”workingwithMagufuli
at times, and that she argued
with him on several issues, in-
cludinghisCoviddenialism.
As president, she said, her

main prioritywas to revive the
economy, build thousands of
schools and health clinics, ex-
tend cleanwater andelectricity
to rural areas and complete key
infrastructureprojects—includ-
ingarailwaylineandamajorhy-
dropower plant. She saidmore
than250newbusinesseshadal-
ready been registered in the
country lastyear. NYT

SAMIA SULUHU HASSAN BECAME THE ONLY WOMAN HEAD OF GOVT IN AFRICA WHEN HER PREDECESSOR SUDDENLY DIED

Tanzania’s first woman President wants to bring nation in from the cold

PresidentSamiaSuluhuHassanoatChamwinoStateHouse
inthecapital,Dodoma. NYT

Riyadh: Russian President
Vladimir Putin spoke with
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammadbin Salmanon
Saturday. The Saudi Press
Agency said the two dis-
cussed bilateral relations
and “ways of enhancing
theminall fields.”
The Saudi readout of the

call saidthecrownprinceaf-
firmedsupportforeffortsthat
wouldleadtoapoliticalsolu-
tion to the crisis inUkraine.
The kingdom recently an-
nounced $10million in hu-
manitarianaid forUkrainian
refugees.TheKremlin’sstate-
mentaddedthetwoalsodis-
cussedtheongoingconflictin
Yemen and their jointwork
on anoil output agreement.
The oil pact has kept a cau-
tious lid on production by
majorproducers,supporting
oilprices. AP
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ZELENSKYY:MARIUPOL’SDEFENDERSCONTROLONLYSMALLPART

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KYIV,APRIL 16

Russian forces resumed scat-
tered attacks on Kyiv, western
UkraineandbeyondSaturdayin
an explosive reminder to
Ukrainians and their Western
supportersthatthewholecoun-
tryremainsunderthreatdespite
Russia’spivot towardmounting
anewoffensive in theeast.
Stung by the loss of its Black

Sea flagship and indignant over
what it allegedwere Ukrainian
strikes on Russian territory,
Russia’smilitary commandhad
warnedadayearlierof renewed
attacks onUkraine’s capital and
saiditwastargetingmilitarysites.
Smoke rose early Saturday

fromeasternKyivasMayorVitali
Klitschkoreportedastrikeonthe
the city’s Darnytski district. He
said rescuers and paramedics

wereat the scene, and informa-
tion about possible deaths
would be provided later. The
mayor advised residents who
fledthecityearlierinthewarnot
to return for their safety.
Kyivwas not the only target

Saturday. In easternUkraine, an
explosionbelievedtobecaused
by a missile struck Kharkiv,
Ukraine’ssecond-largestcity,ac-
cording to firefighters and AP
journalistsat thescene.
The strike near an outdoor

market along with residential
and industrial buildings killed
onepersonandwoundedatleast
18,accordingtorescueworkers.
Meanwhile, President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy ac-
knowledged on Saturday that
the Ukrainian forces still de-
fending Mariupol control only
asmallpartof theportcity, and
face a better-equipped force
that is six times larger than
theirown.Zelenskyydescribed
the area as “not a very large
part”of thecity. “Nevertheless,
ourguysareheroicallydefend-
ing,” he said, speaking to
Ukrainian media outlets. “We
are grateful to them for that.”

FirefightersworktoextinguishfireafteraRussianattackinKharkivonSaturday.AP

RUSSIAISbarringPrimeMinister
Boris Johnson and other senior
Britishofficialsfromenteringthe
country over their support for
Ukraine, the Russian foreign
ministry saidonSaturday.
Britain has suppliedUkraine

with newanti-shipmissile sys-
tems, armoured vehicles and
othermilitary equipment. And
Johnsonmadeasurprisevisitlast
weektoKyiv,wherehepromised
tosendmoremilitaryequipment
to Ukraine. “The Russophobic
course of theBritish authorities,
whichaimstoincitenegativeatti-
tudetowardourcountry,isdetri-
mental to thewell-beingand in-
terests of the British people,”
Russia’sforeignministrysaid.NYT

Russia renewsstrikesonKyiv

Boris Johnson
barred from
visiting Russia

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,APRIL 16

RAJAPERVAIZASHRAF, a former
Pakistanpremier,wasonSaturday
appointedthe22ndspeakerofthe
country’sNational Assembly af-
terhewaselectedunopposed.
Ashraf, 71, fromthePakistan

PeoplesParty (PPP)wasadmin-
isteredtheoathofofficebyPML-
N’sAyazSadiq,whowasinitially
chairing thesession.
Meanwhile, Qasim Khan

Suri resignedasdeputyspeaker
ofPakistan’sNationalAssembly
on Saturday, less than an hour
before a session of the House
wherevotingonano-trustmo-
tion against him was to take
placefor favouringImranKhan.
Sharing a copy of his resig-

nation on Twitter, Suri said his
move signified his association
with the visionof his party, the
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI),
anddemocracy.
Ashraf,meanwhile, was the

lonecontender for theSpeaker’s
position as no other candidate
had submitted nomination pa-
persagainsthim.Theofficeofthe
Speaker fell vacant after Asad
Qaiser resigned onApril 9 after
failingtoimplementadecisionby
theSupremeCourt toholdano-
confidence vote against ousted
primeminister ImranKhan.
After taking the oath, Ashraf

thanked his party leaders for
deeminghimworthyof thepo-

sition.Healsothankedtheprime
ministerShehbazSharifandthe
members of the assembly. He
said a“newtradition”hadbeen
initiated in parliamentary his-
tory,addingthatthespeakerwas
thecustodianof thehouse.PTI

Former Pak PM
Ashraf appointed
as House Speaker

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL 16

THE SRI Lankan Army on
Saturday said theywould thor-
oughly uphold theConstitution
andnotresorttoviolenceamidst
the anti-government protests
across the island nation against
theworsteconomiccrisis.
Referringtothesocialmedia

speculation that the military
maybeusedbythegovernment
to launch a crackdown on the

week-longprotestnearthepres-
idential secretariat, the Sri
Lankan Army, in a statement,
said it would not resort to vio-
lence to quell the anti-govern-
mentdemonstrations.
Meanwhile,SriLankanpolice

on Saturday removed several
emptytrucksparkedataprotest
site near the presidential secre-
tariat, possiblyavertingacrack-
downontheprotestersagitating
against the government's han-
dlingoftheislandnation'sworst
economiccrisis.

Demonstratorsnearthe
PresidentialSecretariat in
ColomboonSaturday.Reuters

Won’t interfere with protests: Lanka Army

ChineseastronautYeGuangfuafter landingat theDongfeng
site innorthernChina's InnerMongoliaAutonomousRegion
onSaturday.AP

Beijing:ThreeChineseastronauts
returnedtoEarthonSaturdayaf-
ter six months aboard their
country’snewestorbital station
inthelongestcrewedmissionto
dateforChina’sambitiousspace
program.
TheShenzhou13space cap-

sulelandedintheGobidesert in
the northern region of Inner
Mongolia, shown live on state
TV. During themission, astro-
nautWang Yaping carried out
the first spacewalkbyaChinese
woman.Wang and crewmates

Zhai Zhigang and Ye Guangfu
beamedbackphysicslessonsfor
highschool students.
On Saturday, state TV

showed images from inside the
capsuleasittraveledat200me-
ters per second over Africa be-
foreentering theatmosphere.
The trio were the second

crew aboard Tiangong, or
Heavenly Palace. Its coremod-
ule, Tianhe, was launched in
April 2021. Plans call for com-
pletingconstructionthisyearby
adding twomoremodules.AP

Chinese astronauts land after
six months on space station

Kyiv: Ukraine’s billionaire
has pledged to help rebuild
Mariupol,aplaceclosetohis
heart where he owns two
vast steelworks thathesays
willagaincompeteglobally.
RinatAkhmetovhasseenhis
business empire shattered
by eight years of fighting in
Ukraine's east but remains
defiant, sure that what he
calls"ourbravesoldiers"will
defend the Sea of Azov city
reduced to a wasteland by
seven weeks of bombard-
ment. "Mariupol is a global
tragedy and a global exam-
ple of heroism," Akhmetov
said. "My ambition is to re-
turntoMariupolandimple-
ment our plans so that
Mariupol-produced steel
can compete in globalmar-
ketsasbefore."REUTERS

DEPUTYSPEAKERRESIGNS

Lahore:HamzaShehbaz,the
son of Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
waselectedasthenewchief
minister of Punjab on
Saturdayinaruckus-marred
election that saw Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insafpartyandits
allyPML-Qboycott thecru-
cialassemblysession.
Scuffles broke out be-

tweenthe treasuryandop-
position leaders during the
six-hour-longsessioninthe
Punjab Assembly. PTI-
PMLQ coalition candidate
Parvez Elahi sustained in-
juries, while Deputy
Speaker DostMuhammad
Mazari, who was siding
with the PMLN-PPP candi-
date Hamza, also got
thrashed.Policearrestedthree
PTIlawmakersonthecharges
oftorturingMazari. PTI

Shehbaz’s son
Hamza is Punjab
CM amid violence
in House session

REUTERS
KATHMANDU,APRIL 16

NEPAL IS asking citizens living
abroad to deposit funds in do-
mesticbanksaspartofeffortsto
ensure the financial systemhas
enoughliquidityandtopreserve
foreign exchange reserves, fi-
nance finister Janardan Sharma
saidonSaturday.
Speaking to Reuters, he de-

nied Nepal was facing an eco-
nomic crisis despite the impact
of soaring commodity prices as
thetouristindustry,akeysource
ofrevenues,strugglestorecover
after theCovid-19pandemic.
Nepal thismonth imposed

curbsonluxurygoodsimportsto
rein in capital outflows. By de-
positing their savings inNepal,
overseasNepaliswouldcontinue
to "maintain their link andbene-
fit from6 to 7% interest" offered
byNepalibanks,Sharmasaid.
He added that if 100,000

Nepali nationals living abroad
deposited$10,000eachinNepali
banks it could go a longway to
helpNepalovercomethecurrent
liquidityconstrains.

Nepal seeks help
from nationals
living abroad to
build up forex

Sweden prepares
for more clashes
as far-right
protests continue

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
STOCKHOLM,APRIL 16

POLICE IN Sweden say they are
preparingfornewviolentclashes
following riots that erupted be-
tween demonstrators and
counter-protestersinthecentral
cityofOrebroonFridayaheadof
an anti-Islam far-right group’s
plantoburnaQuranthere.
KimHild, spokeswoman for

police in southern Sweden said
that thepolicewouldnotrevoke
permissionforaplanneddemon-
strationbytheDanishright-wing
StramKurspartyinthesouthern
townofLandskronaonSaturday
because the threshold for doing
that is very high in Sweden,
whichvaluesfreespeech.
Police said, however, that the

rallywouldbemoved toanother
undisclosedlocation,accordingto
TT. Stram Kurs’ leader Rasmus
PaludanwasalsoplanningaQuran
burninginLandskrona,theagency
said.Hildsaidpolicewereprepar-
ingforthedemonstrationandpos-
sibleviolencewithextraresources
“givenwhathashappened in re-
centdays”intheNordiccountry.

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,APRIL 16

LEADING INDIAN-AMERICANS,
includingUSCongressmanRaja
Krishnamoorthi,haveslammeda
lawprofessor fromUniversity of
Pennsylvania forherdisparaging
comments about the Asian
Americancommunity,withaspe-
cificdisdainforIndian-Americans.
In a recent interview to Fox

News, Prof AmyWax from the
University of Pennsylvania al-
leged that “Blacks” and “non-

Western”groupshave“atremen-
dousamountof resentmentand
shameagainstwesternpeoplefor
[their] outsized achievements
andcontributions.”
“Here’stheproblem.They’re

taught that they are better than
everybodyelsebecausetheyare
Brahminelitesandyet,onsome
level,theircountryisash*thole,”
Wax, who has a long history of
inflammatory remarks, said.
She also said thewesterners

have outgunned andoutclassed
theAsianAmericansineveryway.
“They’ve realised thatwe’ve

outgunnedandoutclassedthem
in everyway…They feel anger.
Theyfeelenvy.Theyfeelshame.
Itcreatesingratitudeofthemost
monstrouskind,” shesaid.
The comment was con-

demned by the Indian-
Americans across theUS. “After
President Trump left office, I
thought the days of calling oth-
ers “shithole” countries were
over,”Krishnamoorthi tweeted.
“I’m disgusted to hear this
UPenn Professor define Indian-
American immigrants in such
insulting terms,”hesaid. PTI

RajaPervaizAshraf (right) takesoathas the22ndSpeakerof
NationalAssembly.Reuters

Pennsylvania varsity professor slammed
for comments against Asian-Americans

Putin, Saudi Prince
discuss bilateral ties

Billionaire vows to
rebuild Mariupol

NO.RUSSIAhastwoother
shipsof thesameclass,
theMarshalUstinovand
theVaryag,whichserve
withRussia’sNorthern
andPacificfleetsrespec-
tively.Turkey,whichcon-
trolsaccesstotheBlack
SeaviatheBosphorus,will
notletthementerata
timeofwar.
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Rinku Ghosh

NAME: PRATHAM Sharma;
Designation:ProjectManager;
Preferred pronoun: she/they;
Preferred honorific:Ms,Mx.”
Thisistheemailsignatureofan

IBMerontheofficeintranetaspartofasensi-
tivitydrivethatrespectsanemployee’smind
overbodyandvalidatesself-worth.IBMisnot
the onlyworkplace to break downmale/fe-
male binaries of identity through language
andperception. In the corporate sphere and
outsideof it, expressionsofgender identities
arebeingrepurposedtobecomemoreinclu-
siveandempathetic.Thefirststeptothisisthe
languageoneuses, for itdetermines theway
oneseestheworldandoneself.
Language is key to connectingwithmar-

ginalisedgroupssuchastheLGBTQIA+asthey
break out of gender/sexual stereotypes and
define themselves through a larger prism.
Pronounslike“he”or“she”comewithdefin-
itiveexpectationsofhowoneshouldexpress
one’s identity.While thisworks for people
whothinkinthewayofthegendertheyhave
beenassignedatbirth,itisnormativeandlim-
itingforpeoplewhoaregender-neutralorstill
to figureout their identities. Ithasprompted
themtomovebeyondconventionalpronouns
tonon-binaryonessuchas“they”.
“Ourearliestformofcommunicationwas

gestural,wepointedoutthingstoeachother.
Withtheevolutionoflanguage,pronounsre-
placed this behaviour and became, among
many things, representative of a personal
point of view.Words like ‘they’ are deictic,
whichmeanstheirmeaningcanvaryaccord-
ing to contexts, time andplace. So, it iswith
pronounsthatpeoplearecraftingtheiraccept-
ancewithintheexistingschemeofthingsand
redefiningacorporateculturethatreflectsthe
societyofourtime,”saysRukminiBhayaNair,
professorofLinguisticsandEnglish,IIT,Delhi.
Making variable pronouns anatural part

of introductions inthesocial space takesthe
awkwardness away from amixed gender
group. Zainab Patel, head, Diversity and
Inclusion(D&I),PernodRicard, India,atrans-
genderherself,says,“Suchapracticeunboxes
identity,encouragesempathyandmakescol-
leaguesnon-judgemental.Empathyiskeyto
anorganisation’s cultural growth.As aman-

agementpolicy,itworksbecauseitshowsthat
the company is willing to come down to
everybody’scomfortlevel.That’smoreimpor-
tantthanhiringtoensureadiversityquota.”
AttheLalitSuriHospitalityGroup,execu-

tive director Keshav Suri, 37, has trained his
teamtoapproachguestsneutrally.“Weintro-
duceourselveswithourpreferredpronouns
andalsorequestgueststosharetheirstomin-
imisetheriskofmis-gendering.Agender-neu-
tral language, starting from inviting applica-
tions to the hiring process, allows people to
chooseforthemselvesand,atthesametime,
expresstheirrespectforothergenderidenti-
ties bynot assuming. This builds confidence

inqueerpeopleastheygetrecognisedforwho
they are and are able to bring their whole
selvestowork,”hesays.Acompassionatelan-
guagepolicy leads toeaseof access. “Besides
LGBTQIA+ communities, the grouphas staff
fromvariousmarginal intersections of soci-
ety, including peoplewith disabilities and
acid-attack survivors. “This has helped the
teamaccepteachotherandgrow,”saysSuri.
Patel,however,feelsnotjustpronouns,but

spokenlanguageasawholehastochangeto
respect the sensitivities of gender,margin-
alisedcommunities,races,andfilterdownto
theshopfloor.“Westillusewordslike‘baniya’
and‘bhangi’tolabelcommunitiesandprofes-

sions;stillusephraseslike‘able-bodiedmen’
for a job description instead ofwriting ‘per-
sonswho can liftweights.’ Language cannot
be an extension of bias any longer, it has to
valuecompetency.Companiesmustlearnin-
terventionsandworkoutanti-discriminatory
policies, backedby a languagepolicy, some-
thingliketheVishakaguidelines.Self-identi-
ficationmustcomefromwithin,”saysPatel.
Thesensitivitybroughtonbyaninclusive

language policy has not only changed per-
spectiveswithincorporationsbutbuiltecosys-
tems.PrachiRastogi,D&I leader, IBM,says“It
hasdrivenamoregender-sensitiveinterven-
tionatall levels. Forexample,wehaveapol-

icyofallowingourlactatingmotherstotravel
withanothercaregiveratcompanyexpense.
Wehaveextendedthis facility toall genders.
Weextend insurance for affirmative surger-
ies and give our staff time to heal.We have
gender-neutralbathroomsandconductwork-
shopsonboth femaleandmalemenopause.
Wehavelinkedpromotionsandincrementsto
behaviourthatencouragesdiversityandhave
zerotoleranceforviolations.Culturemustbe
anupstander,notabystander.Onlythenwill
itenterhomes,changemindsets.”
Ofcourse,modifyinglanguagetoreflecta

spectrumofgenderidentitiesinthecorporate
workspaceisyettoresultinamassivecultural

shift.Infact,linguistsacrosstheworldarede-
batingon“woke”cultureanditsappropriate
representation in languages. “The notion of
concealment vs revelation has come to the
fore but the tensionmust go. Language can-
not be given a cursory treatment. For exam-
ple,will theEnglish language tenetswork in
non-Western settings or among communi-
tieswhoareoutsideLGBTQIA+?Someofour
ownregionallanguageshavegenderlesspro-
nouns.Shouldwedrawonthem?”asksNair.
Parmesh Shahani, author ofQueeristan:

LGBTQ Inclusion in the Indian Workplace
(2020), is studying Indian languages tobuild
agender-neutralvocabulary ineverydaylife.
“Historically,LGBTQIA+havehadalegitimate
presenceinourculture—thetransworldhas
beenpeopledbykinnaurs,hijras,jogappasand
they have influenced our languages. For ex-
ample,theword‘aap’ isrespectfulandtotally
gender-neutral.Bengalihasagender-neutral
pronoun, ‘shey’. The easiestway to bring re-
gional languages to the fore isby incorporat-
ingthemintheculturespace,”hesays.
Adherencetoalanguagepolicymayseem

likeafaddistcorporatedrillbuttheeffectsare
showing.SuanshKhare,30,anemployeeata
Delhi-basedMNC, says, “I was hired for a
mainstreamposition at 28.Myease atwork
convincedmy folks that I could sail through
theworld.”Mohul Sharma, food andbever-
ageservicesassociateatTheLalit, adds, “You
exhale because you don’t have to suppress
who you are and get to showwhat you are
worthbeyondyourgenderidentity.”
Somelanguagesarealreadycreatingnew

gender-neutral pronouns like the Swedish
“hen”. In Finnish, the third-personpronoun,
‘hän’hasbecomepopular.TheFrenchdiction-
aryLeRobertannouncedlastyearithadadded
thepronoun“iel”foritsonlineeditionafterits
researchersnoticeditsgrowingusage.
There could also be conscious tweaks

withinexistingframeworks.InJanuary2019,
HanoverbecamethefirstGermancitytouse
gender-neutral nouns in all official commu-
nication.UnitedAirlinesbecamethefirstair-
line to offer non-binary gender-booking op-
tions. Companies like Accenture are giving
employeestheoptionoflistingpreferredpro-
nouns in theironlinedirectoriesandoncon-
ferencenametags.Newrulesofengagement?
Certainly. But,more importantly, it is also a
wayofbuildingacultureof respect.

APRIL 17, 2022 | WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM | PAGE 15

T H E S U N D A Y E X P R E S S M A G A Z I N Eeye ARTSetc

The Pleasure Groove
Bengaluru-based musician Ricky Kej on his second

Grammy win for an album that voices his
environmental concerns
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The Creative Spark
Mumbai-based artist Atul Dodiya on turning to
watercolours during the pandemic, the complexity of
self-portraits and his new exhibition in Delhi

How Indian workplaces are slowly waking up to gender sensitivity
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many lives with her
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(Top) Atul Dodiya at
the Kiran Nadar
Museum of Art; a
watercolour on
display at the

exhibition that is on
till June 30
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Scenes from
a Window
The best antidote to a hospital
stay is a dose of avian tonic

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal isanauthor,
environmentalistand
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

MANYHOSPITALSaroundtheworldnowin-
clude“pettherapy”asapartof thetreat-
mentandrecoveryprocess.Well-socialised
dogs(and,maybe,cats),bunnies,guinea

pigsand,perhaps,evenarudeparakeetortwo“visit”
theirpatientclientsregularlyandraisetheirspirits,help-
ingthemrecovermorequickly.
Idon’tknowif this lineof treatmentisbeingfollowed

byhospitals inIndiabut Idoknowthatall Ihadtodowas
tostareoutsidetheenormousplate-glasswindowof the
hospitalroomIwasinandthebirdsoutsidedidtherest. It
wasawidescreenwindow,opentothesky(mercifully,
blue)and,atthecanopylevelof treesgrowingacrossthe
road,bushesandhedgesbelow,andborderingalittlesun-
flowergardenintheheartof southDelhi.Timeatyour
disposal,yousitatthewindowandwatchthegoings-on.
Withintwodays,you’dbegintonoticepatternsemerge:
likeus, thebirds, too,hadaroutine.Theywereallaam-
jantabirdswho, likeaam-jantacity-dwellers,wentabout
theirdailyaffairs—butwithonebigdifference.Noneof
themscowledorseemedsurly;theyseemedtobeinthe
blithestof spirits,whichrubbedoffonyounomatterhow
muchofahypochondriacyoutriedtobe!
Everyeveningsquadronsof rosystarlingswould

streakacrosstheskyintightbunchesintentondestroying
somedistanttarget(afruitingpeepul,perhaps).Their
cousins, thecommonmynas,wouldfly insmallermore
disorganisedrabbles, theirsquatsilhouettesandpro-
peller-likewingsinvariablyremindingyouof thewon-
derfulSpitfirefightersofWorldWarII.Thebigblackkites
skatedpastatwindowlevel,bankingandswoopingand
occasionallyengagingwitheachother.
Aclusterofpapdi treesattractedaclienteleofgreenpi-

geons,whosimplydivedinandvanishedinthecanopy.
Youcouldhearthealwaysgrinning,somewhatfoolish-
lookingbrown-headedbarbetcallingeventhroughthe
windowglass—butthey, too,simplyvanishedoncethey
werepermittedentryintowhatIhadbeguncallingthe
“Papdi-Hotel”.Downbelowattheedgeof thelittlesun-
flowergarden,apairof red-ventedbulbulswasobviously
bringingupafamily inthemiddleofabougainvillea

creepernearby.Everynowandthen,oneof theparents
wouldalightnearby, lookaroundhastilyanddiveintothe
creeper,onlytoemergealittlewhile laterandwhirroff.
She(andprobablyherpartner)wasleastbotheredbythe
tremendousclangingracketemergingfromherneigh-
bours,whowereconstructingsomemonstrosityoutof
largeflashyaluminiumsheets(probably,somethingfor
theair-conditioningplant)bycuttingandhammering
themtoshape.
Theparakeetsasalwayswerethemostwildandwan-

ton:theystreakedacrosstheskiesatrandomlikebullet-
headedmissiles,screamingtheirheadsoff asthey
swervedandbanked,showingoff thehundredsof shades
ofemeraldintheirplumage.Watchaflockofparakeets
for fiveminutesandyoucannothelpbutsmile.Butyes,
therewasalsothefurtiveandsinister.Onmylastmorn-
ing, Inoticedapairof rufoustreepiessystematicallyclam-
beringupthebranchesofafish-tailpalmtreegrowing
alongsidethebuilding,searchingwithall thethorough-
nessof theEnforcementDirectoratedispatchedonorders
of thehighestdispensation.Now,treepiesareknownfor
theirappetiteforbabybirdsandeggs,sothiswasnot
promising.Muchof thetreewashiddenfromme,soI
couldn’t figureoutwhethertheyhadfoundanest inthe
end—butthethoroughnessof thesearchgaveyouchills.
Oneadvantageof thiskindofconfinedbirdingisthat it

forcesyoutoobserve.Mostbirdersarecontentonticking
off speciesontheir listandmarchingon:hereyouare
stuckwithoneviewpointallday.Andthis iswhenthe
patternsinthelivesofbirdsbegintomanifestthemselves
andyoubegintothink,hey,youknowthey’renot living
randomvagabondlives.Extrapolatethattoeveryother
livingcreatureonearthandyouwill realisethat it’sallone
enormouslivingsystemworkingperfectly inharmony—
notsomuchforthesurvivalof thesystemitself asforthat
ofeachgeneticcomponentof it.
Then,shortlybeforebeingdischarged, Iwatchafluffy

white,downfeatherfloatuptothewindow,rockingon
theaircurrents, likeaboatonalake. It leansagainstthe
windowforalongmomentbeforedriftingawayintothe
wildblueyonder.Backhome, Iamawokenat3ambythe
peacocksnextdoor—mewlingandscreaming—back
fromsomekaraokeorgy.Asdawnfilters in, thekoelsyo-
deltheiregg-dumpingschemestooneanother,andthen,
thebunchofbabblers livingacrossthewallbreakinto
theirclamorouscacophony.Punctually,atsunrise,your
personalred-whiskeredbulbulalarmonthewindow
bougainvilleabegins itsmellifluouswake-upcall.

HEALING TOUCH
Rufous treepie

RANJITLAL

Vandana Kalra

YourexhibitionattheKiranNadar
MuseumofArtinDelhi, ‘Walkingwith
theWaves’,hassmall-scalewatercolours
paintedduringthepandemic.Didthe
pandemicaffectthewayyouwork?
WhenIfirstheardaboutCOVID-19,itwas

stilladistantvirusinChina.Ididnotreallytake
itseriouslytill thelockdownwasannounced
inIndia.Gradually,Irealisedthatitwouldnot
bepossibleformetoregularlyvisitmystudio,
which isonly15minutes fromhome.That is
whenIbroughthomesomepigmentsandbe-
gantoworkonpaper. Itwascompletelyfree-
flowingandunlikemyusualpractice,where
Ireferencebooks,filmsandartIhaveengaged
with. In this new suite of works, I tap a less
busybutmoreinnocentspaceinsideme.One
formledtoanotherand,startingfromMarch
22, 2020, to July, 2021, Iwouldmostly com-
pleteoneworkeveryday.Inthecourseofone-
and-a-half years, I havemade366paintings.
Theexhibitionfeatures135of them.

Weseealotofnatureandsome
facelessfiguresintheexhibition.Tell
usaboutthem.
Perhaps, since Iwas not able to go to na-

ture, Iwas bringing nature intomy room, in
mypainting.Wesooftenseekpeaceandcom-
fort innature;wetraveltoplacestofeelclose
to nature. For this set ofworks, Iwas not re-
allytakingdirectinspirationfromanysource,
buttheapplicationinsomeplacesdidremind
meof Bengalmasters such as Rabindranath

Tagore, Nandalal Bose, Benode Behari
Mukherjee,whowereclosetonatureandof-
ten painted their surroundings in
Santiniketan.Ihavechosentokeepthefigures
largelyanonymous,withlittleclothingandno
faces. There is a simplicity in themanner in
whichIworkedonthem,whichremindsme
ofmy favourite pre-Renaissancemasters—
the simplification of the figure, the clarity of
thedrawnlinethatyousee in(Italianartists)
FraAngelico,PierodellaFrancescaandGiotto,
whohavehadaprofoundeffectonmywork.
Artdoesn’talwayslieinagreatsubjectmatter.

Thereisafigureofanartistwithabrush
inseveralwatercolours. Isthatyou?You
havepreviouslypaintedself-portraits.
The watercolours have a figure with a

brush and palette, and if you feel he is a
painter, and that isme, thenprobably it is. A
largecanvashasanexpectationandIdidnot
wanttoimposeanyweightof reference,his-
tory or culture in theseworks. Picasso once
said,eachpaintingisaself-portraitbecauseit
depictswhatone is thinking, even if it is still
life. I also feel that self-portraits are difficult
andrequirecourage.Therehastobeareason
todoone.Someof thebest self-portraitsare
byRembrandt—thetreatmentof theskinin
oil paint is remarkable and theway he de-
pictedlightonthefacegeneratesanemotion
whichheprobablyfeltwithin.Yourecognise
thelikenessofapainter,but it isnotthelike-
nesswhichweareadmiringinaself-portrait
by Rembrandt, (Vincent) van Gogh or Paul
Cézanne.Theworksarenotillustrativeorfor-
mal studies, but generate more complex

emotional parallels.When I saw the Hindi
film Baazigar (1993) poster, I immediately
wantedtodoaself-portrait. Itookpicturesof
myself with a toy gun,with glasses that re-
flectedimagesofBhupenKhakharandDavid
Hockney,myfirst inspirations.

Ibelieveyoualsowatchedalotofworld
cinemaduringthepandemic.
During the pandemic,wewatched films

byFedericoFellini,IngmarBergman,Jean-Luc
Godard,MichelangeloAntonioni,SatyajitRay.
Anju and I are big filmbuffs.We used to be
part of several film clubs and attended film

festivals.Ourdaughter(Biraaj)recentlyintro-
ducedustonewnamesandnewtypeof cin-
ema, of filmmakers such asWongKar-wai,
Chantal Akerman, Agnès Varda, of whom I
was not aware of.Whilewatching these, at
times, Iwould takephotographsof apaused
sceneandstudyitlatertoseeifIcoulduseany
elementinmypaintings.
IhavealsorediscoveredRadioCeylonand

listentoitfrom6to8,everymorning.If Ihear
anewsongorsomethingIlike,Iwriteitdown.
Inowhavealistof200-300inmydiary.
Infact,duringthepandemicIalsoworked

onsomethingradicallydifferent foraprivate
commissionatRajeshKhanna’soldhouse in
Bandra,Aashirwad.IcreatedAShrineforRajesh
Khannawith shutter paintings and photo-
graphsoftheactor,asahomagetothesuper-
star. I rewatched several of his films, such as
Raaz(1967),Andaaz(1971),Anand(1971)and
AmarPrem(1972).Atthesametime,Iwasalso
working on another film project based on
moreseriouscinema,suchasManiKaul’sUski
Roti (1969),Duvidha (1973) andMSSathyu’s
GarmHava (1974).

Theexhibitionalsohasmythological
works.Haveyoureferredtomythology
previouslyinyourwork?Areyouwaryof
suchdepictions,givenhowtherehave
beencontroversiesinthepast?
I have done aMahalakshmi shutter, but

thisisprobablythefirst.Theworksarebased
onstoriesofKrishna that Ihaveheard.Ahis-
torian, theorist or philosopherwould tackle
mythology differently, but, as an artist, I
haven’t really delved deep into the original
source.Attimes,youlosethecreativeimpulse
if you focus on documentation. I have also
done someoil paint on laminate andwater-
colours on the 10 avatars of Vishnu,which I
haven’tshownyet.Thereiscertainlyatension
thatweseearoundreligionnow,sooneiscau-
tiousofwhatoneispainting.ButIchoosetodo
what I learnt fromTyebMehta. He painted
what hewanted. So, he hadDurga andKali,
butalsothedemon,Mahishasura.

Mumbai-based artist Atul Dodiya, 63, on
finding courage to paint self-portraits,

creating a shrine for actor Rajesh Khanna
and his new exhibition in Delhi

SABIHAHASHMIwas born onNovember 8,
1949,intoafamilyof Indianfreedomfighters
andliteraryfigures.Shewasmarriedat20and
had two sonswhowere classmates tomy
brother andme atModern School, Vasant
Vihar,Delhi,whereMrsHashmitaughtartto
middle- and senior-school students. She
passed away at her home in Bengaluru on
April5attheyoungageof72.
I first met Mrs Hashmi when I joined

ModernSchoolinfourthgrade,fullofrestless
energyandshamebroughtonbytheaware-
nessofmygayidentity.Shefoundsomething
inmecuriousenoughtoallowmeentry into
herclassrooms,wheresheinstructedstudents
senior tome. Itwas as ifMrsHashmiknew I
washurtinginside,waslost inmyself, tomy-
self, and to theworld. And so she,whowas
herselfan“other”insomanyways(adivorced
woman in a conservative nation, a single
mom,andanartist), foundanopportunityto

be there for anotherwhowasanoddity, one
who needed an anchor and role model,
needed a havenwhere internal fears could
findartisticexpressionandneededtofeelsafe
fromtheharshtreatmentkidsinflictonthose
whodon’t fit in.
When Ibecamea teen,MrsHashmi told

meabouthowherfamily’slotinlifechanged
from a place of comfort to abject poverty
when her grandfather’s furniture business
wasruinedduringPartition.Sheandhersib-
lingssawveryharddaysandtheseparation
of their parentswhoworked jobs in differ-
entcities.MrsHashmialsotoldmeabouther
ownmarriage andhowchallenging life can
become in adifficult relationship andmore
challengingstillwhentherearechildrenin-
volved. She taughtme about dealingwith
hardshipsandshowedmethroughherown
experiencestheimportanceofmakingtough
choices and persevering despite all odds.
TimeaftertimeIsawhertakeonthecourage
of a lion thoughher physical frame seemed
moreakin to thatof amuchsmalleranimal,
likea rabbit.
AsIcametothe11thgrade,Ichosetostudy

the sciences. Itwas atMrsHashmi’s behest
thatIpresentedtheschoolandmyfamilywith
my desire to take graphic arts and screen
printing as well as my science courses —
something unheard of.Mrs Hashmi letme
knowthatshewouldbattleteacherswhodid-
n’t appreciatemyunique gifts as a student,
and thus allowme significant absenteeism
fromtheirclassesasIfittedartsandmusicinto
myday. Therewereweeks in those last two
yearsofschoolwhenIwasn’tseeninanyplace
otherthanMrsHashmi’sartroomorthemu-
sic room, and therewere nights I got home
waypastdinnertime,having stayed to finish
yet another project.My fellow students en-
viedherloveformeandwouldteasemeend-
lessly aboutbeinganextensionof herbeing,
and her pet. Thiswas certainly something I
didn’t always appreciate, as her love came
withstrictrulesofengagement,toughexpec-
tations,andhighstandards.
Mrs Hashmimotivatedme, a boywho

wasn’tathletic, toclimbrocksbysayingthat
if Itried,shewouldletmeshowoffmycook-
ing skills to the others. I ended up climbing
therocksandthenmakingFrenchfries, and
myclassmatesweresuitablyimpressed.She
would tell mewhat books to borrow from
the library — (Alexander) Pushkin and
(Fyodor) Dostoevsky were two authors I
couldn’t have read at 15 had it not been for
her. At her prodding, I learned to read and
write Urdu and took lessons in Hindi. She
tookmewithher toplaysandgalleryopen-
ings;shewouldreadmywritingandpoetry
andreturnmyeffortswithreviewsthathad
mestrivingtodobetter. Inmyend-of-school
diary,whereotherteacherswrote flattering
and congratulatory notes, she wrote, “Go
jump in awell.” But the nextmorning she
camewithamostgloriousrecommendation
letter forme to send to Sir JJ School of Art,
Mumbai,whereIwastheonlystudentfrom
outsideofMaharashtra toget into thecom-
mercial arts program in 1991. I’ve always
maintainedthateverythinggoodIhavesaid,
thoughtordone, Iowetoherandheralone.
IheardofMrsHashmi’spassinglastweek

andsharedthenewsinaWhatsAppmessage

withmymother. She replied, “Youhave lost
your guru.” Howastutemymother is! I am
theyoungestofmysiblings,borntocreature
comfortsandafamilythatiswhole.Byopen-
ingmy eyes to theworld aroundme, Mrs
Hashmi taughtme to be the eyes of those
withoutsight,theagitatorforthosewhocan’t
fight back, and the voice for thosewhohave
beenmarginalised generationally, and thus,
have neither vocabulary nor expression to
even verbalise or show their suffering.
Althoughshewas stoic and reticent, Iwould
sometimes seea childlikegrin surface—but
only ifwhatwasbeingdiscussedcame from
aplaceof honesty, circumspection, andcon-
siderationof theother.
MrsHashmiawakenedhumanityandem-

pathy inmeandmanyofmyclassmatesand
teachers.Shemodelledcaringandnurturing,
bothoftheselfandfortheother.Shewasself-
lessandpowerful,ofmeagremeansandrich
vision,shortwithloftyideals,asinglemother
oftwowiththousandsofkidswholookedup
toherastheirguideandmentor.MrsHashmi
livesinthestoriesofourlivesandisimmortal
forhavingblessedsomanywithherpeerless
grace,dignity,andkindheartedtutelage.

To Ma’am,With Love
Remembering Mrs Hashmi, teacher, mentor inspiration

SuvirSaran
Suvir Saran isachef, author, educator

andworld traveller

SLICEOFLIFE

‘Art doesn’t always lie in great subjects’

SUVIRSARAN

PRAVEENKHANNA
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Amrith Lal

ANOTEBOOK inwhichhis elder
brother, KP Narayanan, had
copied downKumaranAsan’s
poemswas renowneddirector
KPKumaran’sfirstintroduction,

at age10or12, to thepoetwhotransformed
Malayalampoetryinthelastcentury.Asanhas
been with Kumaran since then. At 84,
Kumaran has lost count of the number of
timeshe’s readthepoet.Withthepassageof
time,AsanhasonlygrowntallerinKumaran’s
eyes,agrandrenaissancefigurewhoselifeas
a social activist andpoet has fewparallels in
thehistoryofmodernKerala.
Asan is arguably the most important

Malayalampoetofthelastcentury,andoneof
itsgreatestwriters.GramavrikshathileKuyil(The
KoelOn the Tree in theVillage),whichwas re-
leasedinselect theatres inKerala lastweek, is
Kumaran’stributetoAsan.Kumaran,whohas
beenassociatedwithalmosteveryprogressive
cultural andpoliticalmovementof his time,
saysthebiopicishisattempttocapturethesoul
and spirit of a great social andcultural figure
whowasmisunderstoodandmisrepresented
manytimesduringhisshortlife.Duringahalf-
century long career, Kumarandirected films
suchasAthithi(1974),alandmarkfilmforpar-
allel cinema inMalayalam, Rugmini (1988,
based on a short story byMadhavikutty),
AkashaGopuram (2008, inspired by Henrik
Ibsen’s play, TheMaster Builder, 1892),anda
seriesof short filmsanddocumentaries. Film
scholarCSVenkiteswaransaysthatunlikehis
contemporaries inparallel cinema,Kumaran
uses elements ofmainstream cinema, like
songs, to create an engagingnarrative style.
Kuyil standsapart fromhisearlier films for its
theme, treatment, unconventional cast
(CarnaticmusicianSreevalsanJMenonisbril-
liantasAsan),andtheextensiveuseofpoetry.
Kumaran Asan died at the age of 50 in

1924.Hisfirstmajorwork—Veenapoovu(The
FallenFlower,1907)—waspublishedatage34
andtogreatacclaim.Asan’s life in lettersasa
published authorwas short. But in those 16
years,betweenthepublicationofVeenapoovu
andhis tragic death in a boat accident, Asan
publishedclosetoadozenmasterlyworks—
Nalini (1911), Leela (1914), Sree Buddha
Charitham, Prarodanam, Chinthavishtayaya
Sita(1919),Karuna(1923),Chandalabhikshuki
(1922). These poemshave a transcendental
qualitythatdistinguishedthemfromthework
ofhiscontemporaries;theirinnerluminosity
hasnotfadedaftersomanyyears.
Kumaran’sKuyil focusesonthelastseven-

eightyearsofAsan’slife—ahectictime:Hewas
producinggreatpoetry,hadfalleninlovewith
amuchyoungergirl,whomhemarriedatthe
ageof 45, hadbecomea father, andacquired
wealth.Hewasnowawidelyrespectedcom-
munity leaderandnominated toSriMoolam
PrajaSabha,apopularassemblyatthecourtof
theTravancoreking.He’dacquiredaself-aware-
ness and confidence abouthis poetic genius
thathechosetoreflectonthehighertruthsof
life,primarilyethicalquestionsandthetension
betweenlifeanddeath,unlikehiscontempo-
rarieswhowerecaughtinthewhirlpoolofhere
andnow.Asanwasdeeplypolitical,buthispo-
etics framedpolitics inabroad frameworkof
humanemancipationandasanintensespiri-
tualefforttowardsexpandinghumanfreedom.
BornintheEzhavacaste,deemedasback-

wardintheerstwhileTravancorestateandex-
cluded frompublic office andemployment,
Asanknewall about social exclusion.Hewas
the favouritediscipleof SreeNarayanaGuru,
thepoet-sagewhoseradicalspiritualvisionpro-

vided fuel forKerala’s transition frombeinga
deeplycasteistsocietyinthe19thcenturytoa
relativelymodernpolitical community.Guru
mentoredAsaninhisformativeyearsandsent
himoutofKeralatogeteducated.InKavyakala
KumaranAsaniloode, a fine studyof Asanand
hispoeticspublishedin1969,PKBalakrishnan
writes thatNarayanaGuruwas the landand
skywhereAsan’spoeticgeniusflourished.
Not surprisingly, Asan wrote that the

essenceandeternaltruthof thisuniversewas
love (“snehamanikhila saram oozhiyil”). In
Chandalabhikshuki,thestoryofaDalitwoman’s
self-discoveryandconversiontoBuddhism,he
offers a searing critiqueof the caste system:
“Casteisthesmokeofjealousy/seethingupinthe
darkcoveyof ignorantminds/Filledupwithlust
forearthlypleasure/Andenvyatthehappinessof
others./Itchangesitshuewithamazingrapidity/
Liketheeveningcloud,asanger,/Arroganceand
rottenmisanthropy./ Itwilldivide itsownhouse
and estrange/ Near relatives and antagonise
classes/ And finally annihilate thewholeworld”
(translatedbyPCGangadharan).However,the
longnarrativepoemsChintavishtayayaSitaand
Karunaarewidelyconsideredhisfinestworks.
Sita ispartmonologue, inwhich thequeenof
Ayodhya, inexile inValmiki’sashram, reflects
onher life.Deeplyphilosophical, it gives Sita
agency,whoquestionsthedeeppatriarchythat
underlineRaghu’slineageandRaghava’scourt.
Anexquisitepiece,itrevealsapoetinabsolute
controlofhiscraftandcontent.Heblendsphi-
losophy,drama,love,anger,compassioninper-
fectproportiontodeliveracatharticexperience
ofthehumancondition.
KuyilopenswithNarayanaGuru’s conse-

crationof atemple inAruvippuramin1888,a
landmarkeventinKeralahistorythatGurude-
scribed as the consecration of Ezhava Sivan
whentheBrahminorthodoxyquestionedhis
act.Thebiopicisnotmerelyanexerciseinmar-
shallingfacts;itismoreofanotherartisttrying
tounderstandtheouterandinnerworldsAsan
journeyed throughduring themost creative
phaseofhislife.So,despiteAsan’spersonaasa
socialfigure,heisrarelyseenamongthecrowds
inKuyil:Thepoetismostlyseeninacontempla-
tivemood,withhisdearwife,Bhanumathi,and
closefriendssuchasSahodaranAyyappan.
So,whyAsannow?Kumaranbelievesthat

Asan,despitethevoluminousliteratureonthe
poet,hasnotbeenunderstoodfullyorholisti-
callybyMalayalis.His life andworkcall for a
newinterpretation:Oursisatimeofforgetting,
forgetfulnessisallpervasiveinculture,history,
Kumaran says. Political thought andpolitical
workblendseamlesslyinAsan’slife.Atthein-
sistenceofGuru,Asanhadbecomethefounder
secretaryofSNDPYogamin1903,acommuni-
tarianoutfitoftheEzhavacommunity,afterre-
turningfromhisstudies inBangalore,Madras
andCalcutta.Kumaranpointsout thatAsan’s
writingsinVivekodayam,amagazineheedited,
suggestthatthepoetwasessentiallyaphiloso-
pher: He has a vision of emancipation that
glowsdespitebeing in theshadowofGuru. It
wasAsanwhobrought a lot of clarity to the
Malayaliconsciousnesswithhisreflectionson
love,freedom,man-womanrelations,theneed
to reject caste andsoon,Kumaransays.Also,
KumaranwasdrawntothestorytellerinAsan
—hismajorpoemsarewell-constructednarra-
tives.ThemovietakesitstitlefromapoemAsan
wroteinanguishwhenhewastargetedbyhis
rivalsintheSNDPYogam.
Asanneeds tobe re-read, recognisedas a

seminal figure of Kerala renaissance.
GramavrikshathileKuyil isaremarkableeffort
atsituatingKumaranAsanasarenaissancefig-
ureandadeeplycontemplativepoet.Itshould
help theworldbeyondKeraladiscoverAsan,
whose150thbirthanniversaryfalls in2023.

THE LIVES THEY LIVE
(Clockwise from above) An artist’s impression of Sreevalsan Menon

as Asan; director KP Kumaran (right) with cinematographer KG
Jayan on the set of Gramavrikshathile Kuyil; a still from the film

EVERY MOVE
YOU MAKE

(Above) Ricky Kej;
after the win with

collaborator Stewart
Copeland at the
64th Grammy

Awards in Las Vegas
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Suanshu Khurana

EARLIER THIS month, when Bengaluru-
basedmusic producer Ricky Kej got on the
stage at Las Vegas’ MGMGrandMarquee
Ballroom to accept theGrammy in the Best
New Age Album category, alongside The
Police drummer Stewart Copeland, itwas a
moment“unrecognisableandunbelievable”
toKej despite having beenup there in 2015
to receive his first Grammy forWinds of
Samsara. Kej touched Copeland’s feet, as a
markof respectfortheage-oldguru-shishya
parampara, and accepted the hallowed
gramophone for Divine
Tides (Lahiri Music). “To
collaborate with my
childhoodidol,somebody
I admiredmywhole life,
thentostandonthestage
andshareaGrammywith
him—itwasspecial,”says
Kej, 40.
InMarch of 1980, the

legendary British new-
wave rock band The
Police came visiting
Mumbai for whatwould
betheironlyperformance
inthecountry—acharity
concert, put together by
the Parsiwomenof Time
and Talent club. Lead vocalist and bassist
Sting,CopelandandguitaristAndySummers
took the now-defunct Rang Bhavan open
theatre in south Bombay’s Dhobi Talao by
storm. The talk-of-the-town gigwas one of
themost iconicmoments in the history of
rock concerts in India. Kej, whowas born a
year later, in North Carolina, the US, would
goon tohear about the concert fromhis fa-
ther. “In the ’80s, my fatherwas fascinated
by great bands and had an enviablemusic

collection,”saysKej,whofell inlovewiththe
band’s punk-rock sound the moment he
heard themand foundCopeland’smusic to
beparticularly striking.
At the time, Copeland was quite dis-

cernible, given his fierce intensity on the
cymbals. “I found something very poetic
aboutStewart’sdrumming... Itwastrulythe
backboneof thebandandgave the songsof
The Police somuchemotion,” saysKej. And
so, posters of The Police and Copeland
adorned the wall in Kej’s bedroom in
Bengaluru,wherethefamilymovedtowhen
hewaseight.
But Kej, who for years got busymaking

advertisement jingles,
neverfactoredinthepos-
sibilityof a collaboration
with an artiste he
revered, much less the
thought of winning a
Grammy together.
AsKejgrewasamusi-

cian after his first
Grammy win, he was
keenondoingafollow-up
tothealbumbutconcerts
and travel kept him from
focussingonmakingmu-
sic. And then, the pan-
demichit.“Thepandemic
forced us all to stay in-
doors and that gave me

theopportunity to create anewalbum.The
more I created, themore I kept feeling the
needforacollaborator.Thishadtobesome-
bodywhowas not just a virtuosomusician
but somebodywhowouldhelp in thewrit-
ing process, too. The first personwho came
tomindwas Stewart Copeland. Iwanted to
overreach because he’s somebody who’s
shapedmycareer,bymyjust listeningtohis
music,”hesays.
ItwashisBritishfriendandmentorRalph

Simon,a music-publishingveteran,whogot
KejandCopelandintroduced.ToKej’saston-
ishment Copeland agreed after listening to
some of the album’smusic.Divine Tides is
also an albumthatwas entirely createdon-
line. In fact,KejandCopelandmet inperson
forthefirsttimeonlysevendaysaheadofthe
64thGrammyAwards. Over a year, the two
keptsendingWebfiles toeachother,phone

calls, Zoom e-meets, remote recording ses-
sions and Kej changing his sleep cycle to
workwith Copeland’s Los Angeles timings.
Theresult,afteralmostayear, isDivineTides
— the nine-song album that’s an ode to the
naturalworld, the resilienceof its species. It
stems from Kej’s deep interest in environ-
mental activism. Not only does he prefer
public transport to cars and gets his carbon
footprintauditedeveryquarter,he’sworked
with the government of Andhra Pradesh to
promote “zero-budget natural farming”, a
technique that avoids the use of chemicals
and pesticides. Hemade a song Jai Kisaan
(2020)withthetribalfarmersofAndhra,and
isasupporterandambassadorforanumber
ofUNbodies.
Kej and Copeland have woven diverse

soundscapesandelaborateambienttextures
byincorporatingscoresofmusiciansintothe
mix. The haunting Our Home features
Sangeeta Kaur, the Vietnamese-American
vocalist who’s won a Grammy of her own,

too,thisyear.Himalayas isanodetothehigh-
est mountain range on Earth, with chants,
Hindustani classical vocals, sitar interludes
andmyriad percussion sounds. Gandhi, a
gentle ballad appreciating frogs, one of the
oldest species on the planet, dwells on the
Mahatma’squote:“Thegreatnessofanation
and itsmoralprogress canbe judgedby the
wayitsanimalsaretreated”.“Theideaisthat
ifyoutreatthevoicelesswell,thatmeansthat
themoralcompassofthecountryisinplace,”
saysKej,whowantedtogentlydrawinpeo-
ple to the idea.
Kej grew up in a wooded area, amid

creepy-crawlies.Whenhisfamilywouldrun
awayorsteponthem,itwouldbotherKejas
a child. “I realised early on that therewas a
significancetoeachandeveryspecies inthe
ecosystem.Thentherewasmusic,whichalso
came fromnature— sounds of birds, wind,
water, trees,”hesays.
Growing up in a Punjabi-Marwari fam-

ily,gluedtohisfather’sdiversemusiccollec-
tion that ranged fromMichael Jackson, Bee
Gees, Elvis Presley, Paul Simon, and a lot of
African,EuropeanandRussianmusic,Kejde-
cidedearly on tomakemusichis life’s path.
But his doctor-fatherwasn’t convinced. So,
hejoinedthecity’sOxfordDentalCollege, in
1999, foracourse indental surgery. “Imade
adealwithmy father thatonce I get thede-
gree, my life would bemy own,” says Kej,
whoplayedwithacoupleofbandsincollege
that led him to radio commercials. “In den-
tal college, Ibegantotakeonjingleprojects.
I completedmydegreea fewyears laterbut
didnotpractiseforevenaday,”saysKej,who
made commercials for a number of brands,
fromfoodsandbeveragescompaniestotele-
com, creating music for more than 3,500
commercials. “Itwas thebestmusic educa-
tion I could have got, workingwith diverse
clients fromallover theworld,”hesays.
Buthestoppedmakingcommercialmu-

sic in 2013, having figured out that if these
multinational brandsusedmusic as apow-
erfulmedium to sell products, it could very
wellconveymessagesthatmatteredtohim.
“Whynot talkabout subjects suchasdefor-
estation and gender inequality, which are
close to my heart, through music?” he
thought. Nowplans tomakemusic only to
make a positive social impact, tomake the
world a better place “inmy tiny capacity,”
saysKej.

A Day in the Life
Bengaluru musician Ricky Kej on winning his second

Grammy alongside The Police drummer Stewart
Copeland and being an environmental cheerleader

IN LETTER & SPIRIT
Director KP Kumaran’s biopic on Kumaran Asan celebrates the life and work

of an exceptional poet

● ● ●

DivineTidesalbumwas
entirelycreatedonline.

Infact,Kejand
Copelandmetin

personforthefirsttime
onlyaweekbeforethe
64thGrammyAwards

● ● ●
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Market Watch
HIGHPRICESHITAPRILFUELSALES
New Delhi: Fuel sales fell in the first half of April as a record rise in
prices in a short 16-day period dented demand, preliminary industry
data showed Saturday. Petrol sales fell almost 10% over the same
period in the preceding month, while diesel demand slid 15.6%. PTI

NETPROFITAT `10,055.2CRFORFOURTHQUARTER, `36,961.3CRFORFY22

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL16

HDFCBANKonSaturdayposteda
netprofit of Rs10,055.2 croreon
astandalonebasisforthequarter
endedMarch2022(Q4FY22),up
22.8per cent against Rs 8,186.51
croreintheyear-agoperiod.
Net interest income (NII), the

differencebetween interest ear-
ned and interest expended, rose
10.2percent toRs18,872.7crore
inQ4asagainstRs17,120.2crorea
year ago,with credit growth of
nearly 21 per cent and 16.8 per
centriseindepositson-year.

“Corenetinterestmarginwas
at 4per cent on total assets, and
4.2 per cent based on interest-
earningassets,”thebanksaid.
Advancesrose20.8percentto

Rs 13.69 lakh crore in Q4FY22.
Retail loans grew15.2 per cent,
commercial&ruralbankingloans
by30.4percent,andcorporate&
otherwholesaleloansby17.4per
centAssetqualityimprovedwith
non-performingassets (NPAs) at
1.17 per cent of advances as
against1.32percentayearago.
“Wecontinuedtoaddnewli-

ability relationships at a robust
pace of 2.4 million during the
quarter,” the lender said. It

recorded a16.8 per cent growth
indeposits atRs15.59 lakhcrore
asofMarch2022,withCASAde-
positsrising22percentandtime
depositsincreasing12.3percent.
Provisions andcontingencies

for the quarter endedMarch 31,
2022wereRs3,312.4crore (con-

sistingof specific loan lossprovi-
sionsofRs1,778.2croreandgen-
eral and other provisions of Rs
1,534.2crore)asagainsttotalpro-
visionsofRs4,693.7crore for the
samequarterayearago.Totalpro-
visionsforthecurrentquarterin-
cluded contingent provisions of
approximatelyRs1,000crore.
Thebankheld floatingprovi-

sionsofRs1,451croreandcontin-
gentprovisionsof Rs9,685 crore
asofMarch2022.Totalprovisions
(comprisingspecific,floating,con-
tingent and general provisions)
were 182 per cent of the gross
non-performing loans. Net rev-
enues (net interest incomeplus

other income) inQ4grew7.3per
cent toRs26,509.8 crore against
Rs24,714.1croreayearago.
For the full fiscal FY22, the

bankpostedaprofitofRs36,961.3
crore, a growth of 18.8 per cent
overthepreviousyear,andnetin-
terestincomeatRs72,009.6crore,
up11percentoverayearago.The
bank’ssharesfell1.90percenton
theBSEtoRs1,464.85Thursday.
Meanwhile,asperaPTIreport,

HDFCBanksaid itwill raiseupto
Rs 50,000 crore in the next one
yearbyissuingbonds.Further, its
boardhasapprovedtore-appoint
RenuKarnadasnon-executivedi-
rectorontheboardforfiveyears.

BRIEFLY
M&Mstakesale
NewDelhi:Mahindra&Ma-
hindra(M&M)hasagreedto
sell over 34.75 lakh shares,
constituting 22.81% of the
paid-upcapital,inMahindra
SanyoSpecial Steel Pvt Ltd ,
toJapan’sSanyoSpecialSteel
CoLtdina`212croredeal.

VedantaonPSU
NewDelhi:Vedanta chair-
manAnilAgarwalcalledfor
further liberalisationof de-
fence sector and corporati-
sationofdefencePSUs. PTI

Activisionprobe
Bengaluru:ActivisionBlizz-
ardiscooperatingwithfed-
eralinvestigationsintotrad-
ing by friends of its CEO
shortly before the gaming
companydisclosed its sale
toMicrosoftCorp,itsaidina
filingonFriday. REUTERS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL16

TWO-WHEELEVmakerOkinawa
Autotech said it was recalling
3,215unitsofitsPraiseProscooter
tofixanyissuesrelatedtobatter-
ies, inwhat is thefirst instanceof
avoluntaryrecallbyanelectricve-
hicle(EV)manufacturerinIndia.
“Thebatterieswillbechecked

for looseconnectorsoranydam-
ageandberepairedfreeofcharge
atanyof theOkinawaauthorised
dealershipspan India,”Okinawa
saidinastatement.
“The electric 2W maker is

working closelywith the dealer
partnerstoensurethattherepair
experience is as per the conven-
ienceof its customers, forwhich
the vehicle ownerswill be con-
tactedindividually,” itadded.
Themovescomesweeksafter

anOkinawaelectricscooterburst
intoflames,claimingthelivesofa
manandhis 13-year-olddaugh-
ter.Atthetime,thecompanyhad
claimedthefireinitselectrictwo-
wheelerwas an “evident case of
short circuitdue tonegligence in
charging the vehicle”. The com-
pany said itwaswaiting for the
completeinvestigationtounfold.
Earlier thisweek,NITI Aayog

CEOAmitabhKanthad, during a
mediainterview,urgedmanufac-
turers to voluntarily recall EV

batchesinvolvedinfireincidents.
Okinawa — established in

2016outofamanufacturingfacil-

ity in Bhiwadi, Rajasthan—sold
over 46,000 electric scooters in
FY22, according todata fromthe
FederationofAutomobileDealers
Association(FADA).Thecompany
had amarket share of 0.39 per
cent. InMarchthisyear,thecom-
panysoldover8,000e-scooters.
Overthepastfewweeks,more

than a dozen electric scooters
have caught fire, including those
manufactured by Ola Electric,
Pure EV and Jitendra EV, aside
fromOkinawa. The companies
havelaunchedrespectiveinvesti-
gationsintotheinstancestoascer-
tainthereasonsbehindthefires.
The Ministry of Road

Transport andHighways,mean-
while, too has ordered a probe
intotheincidentsandropedinthe
Centre for Fire Explosive and
Environment Safety (CFEES), a
unitof theDefenceResearchand
Development Organisation
(DRDO), to constitute an inde-
pendentteamandcarryoutanin-
vestigationintotheincidents.
Whileconclusivereasonsbe-

hindthese incidentsareyettobe
madeclear, industryexpertssaid
the rising temperatures in the
country andmanufacturing de-
fects—bothinhardwareandsoft-
ware—couldbepossible causes
behindthefires.

REUTERS
NEWYORK,APRIL 16

GOLDMANSACHSGroupInchas
been advising the board of
Twitter Inc on its deliberations,
folllowingTeslaCEOElonMusk’s
$43-billion offer to buy the so-
cialmediaplatform.
On Friday, Bloomberg News

reported that the Twitter board
had tapped JPMorgan Chase Co
Incasasecondfinancialadviser.
Twitter had,meanwhile, on

Friday adopted a ‘poison pill’ to
limit Musk’s ability to raise his
stake in the social media plat-
form, as technology-focussed
privateequityfirmThomaBravo
emergedtochallengehis$43bil-
lionbid.
It is not clear how much

ThomaBravowouldbeprepared
toofferandthere isnocertainty
that such a bidwill materialise,

sources said.
Industry sources said it re-

mainspossiblethataprivateeq-
uity firmwill boostMusk’s bid
bypartneringwithhim.
Silver Lake, a PE firm with

over $90 billion in assets under
management,wouldbe anatu-
ralpartnerforMuskasitoffered
financing for his $72-billion bid
for Tesla four years ago, which
Musksubsequentlyabandoned.
Silver Lake co-chief executive
Egon Durban also sits on
Twitter’sboard.

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,APRIL16

ADAYafterTeslachiefElonMusk
made a $43-billion offer to buy
Twitter, themicrobloggingplat-
form’s board has armed itself
againstapossiblehostiletakeover
by taking recourse to what is
calleda“limited-durationshare-
holder rights plan”, also referred
toasa“poisonpill”.

Poisonpill—nuclearoption
againstahostiletakeover
Thisrightsplanessentiallyal-

lowsexistingshareholderstopur-
chase freshly issued shares in a
companyatadiscounttothetrad-
ingprice, effectivelymaking any
possible buyout plan extremely
costlyandprohibitivefortheparty
planningahostiletakeover.Inthis
case, themovewill prevent any-
one fromhavingmore thana15
percentstakeinTwitterbyallow-
ing existing shareholders to buy
additional shares at a discount.

TheTwitterboarddetaileditsde-
fenceplantotheUSSecuritiesand
ExchangeCommission(SEC)and
putoutastatementsayingitwas
needed because of MrMusk’s
“unsolicited, non-binding pro-
posaltoacquireTwitter”.
In fact,Musk,whooffered to

buy Twitter for $43 billion for
$54.20/share incash fora9.2per
cent stake in Twitter, seems to
havebeendisplacedasthelargest
shareholderintheplatform.
US registered in-

vestment advisor
VanguardGroup, on
April8,disclosedthat
it now owns 82.4
million shares of
Twitter, which
means10.3per cent
of the company, ac-
cording to themost recent pub-
licly available filingswith theUS
SEC. As per the filing, the asset-
managerincreaseditsstakeinthe
company at some point during
thefirstquarter.
Another high-profile Twitter

investor, Al Waleed
bin Talal Al Saud—a
Saudiroyal—hassaid
thatMusk’s offer to
buy the microblog-
ging platform is too
low. Al Saud, in a
tweet onApril 15, re-

jectedMusk’soffer.
“I don’t believe that the pro-

posedofferbyElonMusk($54.20)
comesclosetotheintrinsicvalue
of Twitter given its growth
prospects,” the Saudi prince
tweeted.“Beingoneofthelargest

and long-term shareholders of
Twitter,@Kingdom_KHCandIre-
jectthisoffer.”
A takeover bid is deemed as

hostilewhenacompanyattempts
to acquire another against the
wishes of that company’sman-
agement. In theTwitter case, the
management is represented by
the platform’s executive board.
Theboardhasindicateditisview-
ingtheMuskofferas“hostile”.

Musk’splan
Muskhasgonebackandforth

onthis.His latestplan, according
tohim, is tobuyTwitteroutright
and then taking it private “to re-
storeitscommitment”towhathe
calls “free speech.” But his offer,
which seemed to have gotten a
clear thumbs down from in-
vestors,raisesmultiplequestions,
includingwhetherhe’sseriousin
the first place anddoes he have
thefundstodothis.
His objective for thismove to

takeoverTwitterisalsofuzzy,in-
cludinghis promise of ensuring

that it livesuptoitspotentialasa
“platform for free speech.”Musk
insistedlastThursdaythathisplan
was triggered by the realisation
that“havingapublicplatformthat
ismaximallytrustedandbroadly
inclusive is extremely important
tothefutureofcivilization.”

WhatstandsinMusk’sway
SinceMuskdoesnothaveany

presence in the social media
space,hisproposaltobuyTwitter
is unlikely to raise any antitrust
flags.However,therearestillques-
tionmarks over howhewould
fundthe$43billionpurchase.
Bloomberg columnist Matt

Levinewrote inanopinionpiece
that fundingthe9.2percentbuy
inTwitterwouldhavebeenmuch
easier given thatMuskonly just
diluted Tesla stockworthnearly
$16billion.However,tofinancehis
purchase of the rest of Twitter’s
shareswouldmean tapping into
hisremaining$55billionworthof
Teslashares. Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

‘Poison pill’: Twitter plan to fight Musk’s takeover bid

TeslaCEOElonMusk’s
$43-bnofferforTwitterhas
beencalled“hostile”. Reutersfile

Industrysourcessaidit
remainspossiblethata
privateequityfirmwill
boostElonMusk’sbid
forTwitterby
partneringwithhim

Report details: Thedata fromthe Insolvency&BankruptcyBoardof India (IBBI) covers all cases since
implementationof the InsolvencyandBankruptcyCode (IBC) five years ago till December2021

`7.52 lakh cr
claimsmadebycreditorsontheir
borrowers; lenderscouldrealise
onlyRs2.5lakhcrore

Liquidationmeans lendersor
financialfirmsfacethemaximum
bruntof lossesontheirbooks

VariousNCLTsadmitted4,946
bankruptcycasestillDecember
2021—3,247applicationssofar
closed,while1,699arestill
ongoing

Source: IcraRatings/PTI

‘Debt recovery via insolvency
cases at 31%; 47% cases liquidated’
Nearly half of 3,247 insolvency cases have been resolved
via liquidation, and various resolution processes yielded
debt recovery of 31%, an Icra report said

applicationsarestill
pendingforadmission
orrejection

Over
10,000

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL16

COMMERCEMINISTER Piyush
Goyal on Saturday asked the
country’s plastics sector to set a
target to become a Rs 10 lakh-
crore industry in thenear future
by expanding the domestic and
exportmarkets aswell as by fol-
lowingimportsubstitution.
Felicitating exporters at

ExportsExcellenceAwardsorgan-
isedherebyPLEXCONCIL, India’s
apex trade body of plastics ex-
porters, Goyal said, “India’s plas-
tics industry’s economic activity
isworthRs3lakhcroreannually,
out of which one-third is ex-
ported. There is a significant
growth potential for the Indian

plastics industry to become the
world’spremiumsupplyhub.”
“It can target to take its eco-

nomic activity to a Rs 10-lakh
crore industry. This could be
achieved throughmore exports
andimportsubstitution,whichin
turnwillcreateimmensejobop-
portunities,”headded.
Goyalpraisedtheplasticssec-

torforitsperformanceontheex-
ports front, as the industry
achievedexportsof $13billionin
FY22withagrowthof30percent
and lauded the export target of
$25billionithassetfor2025.“The
plasticsindustryhasdonewellon
the exports anddomestic fronts
andcontributedsignificantlydur-
ing thepandemic, particularly in
supporting the healthcare sup-
pliestothecountry.”

He said the Centrewas sup-
porting plasticmanufacturers,
particularly to ensure thatmore
MSMEs take advantage of na-
tional and global opportunities
andprovidemorejobopportuni-
tiestomarginalisedsectors.
Goyaladvisedstakeholdersof

theIndianplasticsindustrytoup-
gradetechnology,equipmentand
capacitiestomanufactureworld-
class, quality products and grab
globalopportunitiesforplasticsto
becometheprimeplayer.
Arvind Goenka, chairman,

PLEXCONCIL,said,“Theplasticsin-
dustryisaggressivelyprogressing
onnationalandexportsfrontsby
achieving$13billionofexportsin
the year 2021-22with a 30 per
centgrowthandeyingfor$25bil-
lionofexportsby2025.”

Become supply hub, set `10L cr
target: Goyal to plastics industry

INTERVIEW:VICEPRESIDENT&MANAGINGDIRECTOR, INDIA,META

META,WHICHreneweditsiden-
tity fromFacebook lastOctober,
willcontinuetoworkonbuilding
accesstotheproposedmetaverse
through devices that enable a
moreimmersiveversionofthein-
ternet, AJIT MOHAN, Vice
PresidentandManagingDirector,
India,MetatoldAASHISHARYAN
andPRANAVMUKULinaninter-
view.Healsospokeaboutthefu-
tureof internetadvertisinginthe
metaverse and the company’s
plans intheupcomingauctionof
broadcastingrightsfortheIndian
PremierLeague.Editedexcerpts:

Giventhatpoliticalads
compriseasmallproportion
ofyourrevenueandtheheat
thattheybringthrough
allegationsoftheplatform
beingbiased,howdoesthe
cost-benefitworkout?
Idon’thaveapointofviewon

this,really.This is,globally,oneof
thecallsthatwetookawhileback.
In thecontextof the role thatwe
canplay—justasbusinessescon-
nect to consumers,wehavedis-
covered that our platforms are
usedtodrivecauses.Wesawthat
oneof the rolesweplayed in the
pandemicwastobringattention
to thepublic health agenda. The
code of the platform is that you
canbuildcommunitiesandgeta
message across, and therefore I
can imagine the utility from a
campaignpoint of viewaswell.
Whenyoulookatpoliticaladsas
a percentage of total (revenues)
both in India and globally, it be-
comes pretty apparent that the
driverforusisnotrevenue.

Companiesacrosstheworld
havesteppeduptheir
metaverseinvestments.How
doesthefutureofadvertising
oninternetchangeonWeb3.0
andthemetaverse?
Inaveryshortperiodof time,

fromwhenwe articulated the
ideaofmetaverseandthechange
ofidentitytoMeta,therehasbeen
massive excitement fromacross
industry and business leaders
acrossthespectrum,andI’veseen
thisexcitementinIndiaaswell.
Leaders instinctively get the

powerofamoreimmersiveinter-
net, andwhat itmeans tomove
from2Dto3D,notjustfromacon-
sumerpoint of view—withuse
cases such fitness andgaming—
butalsofromenterpriseperspec-
tive,iftheycanengagewiththese
users inamore immersiveman-
ner.Wehavebeenprettyopenin
sayingthatwedonotknowallthe
answersatthemoment.

Goingback to theacquisition
of Oculus in 2014, the company
has beenmaking hefty invest-
ments inAR(augmentedreality)
andVR(virtualreality)forawhile
now.Wehavenoillusionthatwe
are building themetaverse.We
know thatwe are going to con-
tributetowhatwillbecomemeta-
verse and that different compa-
nieswillcreatedifferentspaces.It
should be interoperable, a lot
more thanwhatmobile internet
was.Atthesametime,wedonot
have any illusion thatwe have
crackedallof it,either intermsof
technologyorhowinteroperabil-
itywillwork,orevenwhatthedif-
ferent revenue streamswill be.
Whatwedoknowisthatthereis
goingtobealotofworkonaccess
sideondevices thatenablemore
immersiveversionoftheinternet.

Governmentsandregulators
aredebatingonformulating
policiesforcryptocurrencies
andNFTs,andthemetaverse?
Howimportantisitforthese
policiestobelaiddownas
earlyaspossible?
On the last version of the in-

ternet,alotoftheselawsandpoli-
cieshadtobedevelopedpostfacto.
Wesawthisexplosivegrowthand
innovationwhichhadahugeim-
pactonglobaleconomyaswellas
the impact on the ability of peo-
pletoconnectinaseamlessman-
ner. Butwe also discovered that
therewerealotofbadactorswho
coulddogreatharm.Eveninsome
ofourownworks—wehavehad
alotoffundamentalproductwork

andpolicy changes over the last
fewyearsonthebackofrecognis-
ingthat.Wehavetheopportunity
to learn from that as we think
abouthowtodesignthedifferent
buildingblocksthatwillformthe
metaverse over the next 5-10
years.Forexample,wehavebeen
bakinginprivacyasacoredesign
principle in toeveryproduct fea-
tureanditwilltranslatequitewell.
Wehavetoproactivelyworkwith
stakeholders,includingregulators
around theworld tomake sure
thatwebuild these frameworks
in away that allows innovation
but absorbs the learnings of the
last20years.

WouldMetabeinterestedin
buyingrightstobroadcastIPL?
One, Idon’t thinkwe’reame-

dia company. I thinkwepartner
withothermediacompanies,and
hopefully they’ve seen value in
leveragingourplatforms.Weour-
selves don’t see us as a media
company. I don’t thinkwewill
buildparticularusecases.Weare
thinkingmorealongthelinesthat
we can build frameworks and
helpwith foundational tools on
both the software andhardware
sidethatwillenableotherdevel-
opers to build compelling use
casesforthemetaverse.
The role thatMetahas is fun-

damentally aroundbuilding the
toolkits, enablingotherpartners
anddevelopers, and therefore in
thiscontext,wedon’thavethein-
tentiontobidforIPLrightsthatare
openingupinthenextfewweeks.
It isthecontextof therolewesee
ourselvesin,ofbuildingthemeta-
verse, andnot becausewe think
IPL is not a fantastic property. I
have seen the power of IPL in
building(Disney+)Hotstar.

IntermsoftheAppleprivacy
changes,globally,there’sa$10-
billionimpactthatMetasaidit
willseeasaresultofthenew
policy.ForIndia,couldyou
provideanyqualitativeor
quantitativeinsightsintowhat
impactisbeingseenbyMeta?
There are no numbers to

share.Whatwe’ve publicly an-
nouncedoverthelastfewweeks,
andwhat’stocome,we’veclearly
workedtomakesurethatsomeof
theunderreportingonwebcon-
versions that have comeon the
backoftheApplechangesaread-
dressed. Thatwill continue. The
onlyotherthingtocallout is that
Appleor iOSisaverysmallshare
of thetotaldevicesinIndia.

Full interviewon
www.indianexpress.com

“I don’t thinkwe’re
amedia company. I
thinkwepartner
with othermedia
companies, and
hopefully they’ve
seen value in
leveragingour
platforms”

AJITMOHAN

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,APRIL16

AFTERITdrewtheireofhote-
liersoveraproposedpolicyto
banrestaurantsbasedoncus-
tomercomplaintsabout food
quality, Zomato is learnt to
havedecidedtodefertheplan
until nextmonth andhas in-
formedrestaurantsthatitwill
seek feedback from themon
howitcanstrengthenthepol-
icybeforeimplementingit.
Zomato, in an email sent

late Fridaynight to its restau-
rantpartners,islearnttohave
pushed the implementation
of thepolicy fromApril 18 to
May3.Underthepolicy,called
‘Severe Food Quality’ rules,
Zomato proposed it would
temporarilybanrestaurantsif
consumerscomplainedabout
their food quality. The plat-
formhad listed thepresence
of hazardous objects in food,
servingnon-vegetarian food
insteadofvegetarian,deliver-
ing thewrong type ofmeat,
androttenfoodasexamplesof
severefoodqualityissues.
Zomato said itwould get

feedback from stakeholders
on thepolicy. "Weseek feed-
back fromall our restaurant
partnersandwouldliketoun-
derstand fromyouhow this
framework can be strength-
enedsoitcanbeinthebestin-
terest of all stakeholders in-
volved," Zomato is learnt to
havesaidintheemail.
"Thedisablementwill be

in consultation with the
restaurantmanagement and
willonlybeapplicabletillnec-
essary remedial actions are
undertaken and verified
through an Food Safety and
StandardsAuthority of India
(FSSAI)-approvedhygieneand
safetyauditor,"theemailsaid.
On itspart, theFSSAIwel-

comedZomato’s policy, say-

ingitwouldensurecustomers
receivegoodqualityfood.
FSSAI CEO Arun Singhal

told The Indian Express, "We
areencouragingallstakehold-
ers to offer quality food and
Zomato’spenaltyagainstmul-
tiple offenders couldmake
sure that customers get food
of thehighestquality."
The FSSAI had earlier

launchedahygiene rating for
restaurants, cafes,dhabasetc,
tomake sure customers get
goodqualityfoodatsuchout-
lets. The ratings, voluntary in
nature,includeseveralparam-
etersandaninspectionbylo-
calauthoritiesorathird-party
audit of a restaurant’s prem-
isesandfoodofferings.
TheNational Restaurants

Association of India (NRAI),
whichhad criticised Zomato
sayingthatthefirmwasover-
steppingwiththepolicy,saidit
wassettohaveaconversation
with the firmtoresolve its is-
sueswith the policy. "While
the intent of thepolicy is un-
derstandable, theimplemen-
tationleavesalotofgreyareas
andscopeformisuse.Further
the action of delisting is dra-
conian.Wehaveinitiateddia-
loguewith theZomatoTeam
andconveyedourviews.They
will bemeetingwithusnext
week to resolve this in a bet-
ter,moreinclusiveway,keep-
ingall stakeholders inmind,"
anNRAI spokesperson said.
Zomatodidnotreplytoarequ-
estforcomment.Fullreporton

www.indianexpress.com

SECTORWATCH
CONSUMER INTERNETCOS

‘Meta has not cracked all of
metaverse; want to help others
build compelling use-cases’

Ban after complaints:
Amid pushback by
restaurants, Zomato
defers quality policy

File

Goldman, JPMorgan
to be Twitter advisers

■Themovescomesweeks
afteranOkinawaelectric
scooterburst into flames,
claimingthe livesof aman
andhis13-year-old
daughter.At thetime, ithad
claimedthefirewasan
“evidentcaseof short
circuitduetonegligence in
chargingthevehicle”

■Overthepast fewweeks,
morethanadozenelectric
scootershavecaught fire,
includingthose
manufacturedbyOla
Electric,PureEVand
JitendraEV,asidefrom
Okinawa.Thecompanies
have launchedrespective
probes intothe incidents

SIMILAR INCIDENTSAMONGOTHEREVMAKERS

Catching fire over e-scooters, Okinawa recalls 3,215 units

■Net interest income
(NII) rose10.2%to
`18,872.7crore inQ4as
against`17,120.2crore
ayearago

NII RISES 10.2%

HDFCBankQ4netup22.8%onbetter
assetquality,higher interest income

New Delhi



ANDREWAMSAN
THOOTHUKUDI, APRIL 16

MUDALUR, A quiet village in Thoothukudi
district of Tamil Nadu, is known for its
churches, Muscoth halwa and now for the
country's latest long jumpsensation Jeswin
Aldrin.
The20-year-oldwithmultipleentries in

the 8metre-club and a gold medal at the
FederationCuphas strong links to faith and
thedelicacy.TheSinghalese-inspiredsweet
wasfirstmadebyAldrin’sgreatgrandfather
Joseph Abraham. Aldrin's family is
Pentecostal. In Mudalur there are seven
churches.Thevillageisbelievedtobeoneof
the firstChristian settlements in the region.
Hence thenameMudalur—firstvillage.
Aldrin is deeply rooted in his faith. The

first line in his Twitter bio says, “Believe in
God”.At themaindoorofhishouse, there is
abannerwithaworldmapandaversefrom
the Bible printed on it. The hall has framed
bibleversesonthewalls.
AsAldrinandhisfamilygatheredfortheir

firstmeal after he returned homewith the
gold medal, his father Johnson quipped:
“You’ve been towhat three countries now?
Ourhalwa to12.”
The family runs two bakeries – one is

ownedbyAbraham'ssons.Thehalwa,which
isexported,ismadeinakitchenbehindtheir
shop.Halwa,longjumpandmedalsarecon-
versationtopicsduringthefishcurryandrice
meal.JohnsonjokesthatAldrinhasimmense
growthpotential just likethefamily’shalwa
business.He is spoton.
Since his first 8metre-plus jump at the

Indian Grand Prix in March, Aldrin has
crossed the coveteddistance five times – in
one evening in Kozhikode during the
Federation Cup earlier this month. One of
thoseeffortswaswind-assisted8.37metres.
Hisnext-bestmatchedthepreviousnational
recordof8.26mandearnedhimaspotinthe
Indian team for theWorld Championships
inOregonandsurpassedthequalifyingstan-
dard for the Asian Games and the
CommonwealthGames.
Aldrins’ growth as a top athlete began

whenasa sportykidhe tooka liking for the
outdoors. He was spotted at the school
groundmoreoftenthanintheclassroom.He
waspartof theschool’skho-khoandvolley-
ball team andwas a decent runner aswell.
When it cameto trackand field, he triedhis
handathigh jumpfirst.
“Wegotajumppitstitchedatalocal fur-

niture store just for Aldrin.We used fixed
poles toput thebaron. Itwas tough topro-
cureajumpingpitforjustonestudentsowe
managedwithwhatwecould. I thinkthat is
one of the reasons Aldrin moved to long

jump,”AnittaIrene,oneof thephysicaledu-
cation teachers at the Daniel Thomas
MatriculationHigherSecondarySchool,said.
High jump’s loss was long jump’s gain.

Johnson believes long jump was always
Aldrin’struecalling.HerecallsAldrinmaking
a dash to the long jump pit to
watchassoonashehadfinished
the high jump competition at
juniormeets. Aldrin didn’t take
much time to pick up the long
jumptechniqueandsoonstarted
accumulating goldmedals in al-
mosteverymeet.
Benson, a volleyball coach at

Aldrin’s school, feels no one but
theyoungsterdeservescreditfor
becoming one of the finest ath-
letes in the country. “He used to come and
practice for hours at the school ground. On
weekends he used to go to Anna Stadium,
more than an hour away, to practice at the
synthetictrack.Mostkidsinourschooldon’t
even knowwhat a synthetic track is yet,”
Bensonsaid.

Amajor turning point in Aldrin's career
occurredduringthe2019juniornationalsin
Ranchi. French coachAntonyYaich, the for-
merheadof track-and-fieldat JSW’s Inspire
Institute of Sport (IIS), saw potential in a
youngAldrin.

Aldrin’s elasticity stood out
fortheFrenchman.Yaichmadea
majorchangethough.Heasked
Aldrin to adopt amoreefficient
methodofhitch-hiketechnique
--where the jumper completes
a cyclic-kickmotionwhile air-
borne -- instead of the hang
technique.
“IthinkAntonydeservesalot

of credit. Aldrin is herebecause
ofhisstricttraining. Initially,we

werehesitantaboutsendingAldrintoBellary
to trainat IISbutAntony isgoodat convinc-
ing.He just askedus tovisit once.Whenwe
sawthefacilitieswecouldn’tsayno,"Aldrin’s
uncleSimonIssacsaid.Theunclesawthepo-
tentialinAldrinyearsbeforecoachYaichdid.
When Aldrinwas finishing high school,

hisparentswantedhimtofocusonacadem-
ics and secure admission at a top college. “I
had to do a lot of convincing. I explained to
themthatAldrinwouldget into thebest in-
stitutions and also secure a good job all be-
causeof sports,” Issac said.
Aldrin is reserved and likes to keep his

repliesbrief,mostlymonosyllables.Whenat
home, hewears his headphones and plays
gamesonhismobilephone.Healso likes to
stayaway fromthe limelight.Whenhewas
calledtostudiosbyTamilnewschannelsaf-
ter his Federation Cup gold, he hesitantly
agreed.“‘Dowereallyhavetodoitnow?‘Can
youtellthemIwillgiveinterviewsafterwin-
ninganOlympicmedal’,” Issac recalled.
ThosewhoknowAldrinsayheopensup

and is awarmpersononce he gets to know
someonewell. “He gets attached. He loves
his friends andwasalwaysup to somemis-
chief with them. He loves talkingwith his
friends,” Irenesaid.
Aldrin has just recently started training

withtwo-timeWorldChampionshipmedal-
list fromCuba,YoandriBetanzosandthere-
sults are already showing. All his 8 plus
jumpshavebeen registeredpost theCuban
coach’s arrival. Aldrin’s recent spike in per-
formance means he and national record
holder SreeshankarMurali will be pushing
eachother toexcel. Just like theydidduring
theFederationCup.
Thetwojumpersgoinghead-to-headhad

madeforgreatviewinginwhatwasthebest
long jump competition ever on Indian soil.
The challenge for Aldrin will be to consis-
tently produce the big jumps at themajor
competitions.An8.37mjump,withoutwind
assistance, could land him an international
medal. “Things are working well with
Yoandri. There are a lot of areas that he has
found that I need toworkon. Iwill be train-
inghardandgiving itmybest,”Aldrin said.
As Aldrin prepares for a busy year, the

familywillbeprayingthat thewinddoesn’t
play spoilsport again. “I did a lot of research
aboutthewindassistanceandrulespostthe
FedCup.IthinkIhavebecomeanexpertmy-
self,” father Johnson, who not only follows
hisson’sprogressbutkeepstabsonjumpers
aroundtheworld, said.
Esther, Aldrin’s mother, is also clued in

aboutherson’scareer. “I streamallmyson’s
competitions and follow his events reli-
giously,” she said. “Tellmewhichevent you
followed?”Aldrinasked in jest.
“I know your latest effort would have

placedyou second in last year’s top-10 list,”
shereplied.Aldrinthinksandnods.Theboy
fromMudalur, with his feet firmly on the
ground,at timesneedsareminderof thegi-
antstrideshehasmade.Theeldestsoninthe
family is becoming a household name, just
likethehalwahisgreatgrandfathercreated.

Sunday April17
Importantimprovementsatworkandat
homearesignifiedbyseriousplanetary
alignments.Thecelestialspheresare
presentingyouwiththechancetolay
yourselfonthelineoverthenextyear.

Monday April18
Saytheright thingandyou'llkeep
importantpeopleonboard.Emotional
pressurescouldcauseyour financial
judgment toslip in thenext fewmonths.

Tuesday April19
One last burst of enthusiasm helps you
push forwardwith new plans. However,
there's still a lotof indecisionaroundand
youmighthave to copewithdistractions
when other people change their minds.

Wednesday April20
Youshouldtakeworldly,professional
andbusinessmattersseriously if youare
tomakethemostof opportunities.

Thursday April21
Aspirationsaregoingtokeepcoming
backallyear.A featureof theyearwillbe
your tendencytoexaminerelationships
togeta fixonwhyyou'reattractedto
certain typesofpeople.

Friday April22
The pace begins to pick up today,
especiallyifyouhavechoicestomake.This
maynotbethebestmomenttomakefinal
decisions, unless you're prepared to
changethemnextweek.

Saturday April23
Lifeispackedwithpotential.Eventhetiny
events today will be multiplied and
magnifiedover thecomingmonths.

If it’s your
Birthday
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Inthefieldofobservation,chancefavoursonlythe_____-LouisPasteur(8,4)

SOLUTION:EAVES,FRIAR,RIDDEN,POMPOM
Answer:Inthefieldofobservation,chancefavoursonlythepreparedmind
-LouisPasteur
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JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youmayencourage
thosewhoare
sincereanddevoted
byusing

unconventionalmethodsand
tactics,orbyagreeingtodiscuss
yourreal intentions.Such
tendenciesaresupportedbythe
factthatyourromanticcharms
andsocialskillswillbeattheir
mosteffective.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
NowthatMarsand
Venusare
dominatingboth
youremotionalstate

andyourdomesticaffairs,you
mustproceedasfastasyoucan
toputall familyandotherclose
relationshipsonaproper
footing.Asidefrommoreserious
issues, this isanidealtimefora
spotof lavishentertaining.

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Mercury,theplanet
responsibleforyour
brilliantideas, isstill
onyourside,andyou

canbeascertainasyoueverwill
bethatdecisionsandchoices
youmakenowwillbetheright
ones.Asamatterof importance,
youshouldalsopayveryclose
attentiontofinancial
developmentsandexpenditure.

CANCER(June22-July23)
Eventsinyour
personallifewill
begintomovefaster
andfaster,although

therewillbeperiodswhenyou
cometoasuddenfullstop. It
doesnotmatternowwhether
yourimmediateinterest is
emotional,romantic,domestic,
professionalorfinancial:whatis
importantisthatyoumakea
freshstart.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Passionswillbe
runninghighandif
youfeelthatyour
approachesare

ignoredorbelittled,orthatyou
havebeenslightedortakenfor
granted,youmayblowup.The
lastthingyouwanttodonowis
ruinyourchancesofamassive
boostinamajorambition.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Hassomebodybeen
goingbehindyour
back?Orhaveyou
notbeenentirely

straightwithsomeone?Thebest
tobehopedforiseitherthatyou
willgainrecognitionforyour
discreetandselflessactivities,or
thatyourworldlysuccesswill
nowshednewlightonyour
emotionalandspiritualplacein
theworld.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Youjustcannot
decidewhetheryou
wanteverythingto
remainas it is, or to

makeacompletebreak.
Initially, turnyourattentionto
professional issuesand
makeaquickdecision.A
personaldilemmadeserves
longer-termconsideration, so
don't rush it.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Theweek's
developmentsat
workwillbe
dominatedby

personalrelationshipsand, if
youfalloutwithcolleagues,you
willdamageyourown
prospects.Theanswerissimple,
don'ttrytofoistyourideason
peoplewhodon'tneedthem.
Trylisteninginstead.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Asamatterof
principle,youshould
repaysomeof the
generositywhichhas

comeyourway.Onamore
mundanenote, financial
concernsareduetointensify. If
this isthemonthforholidays,
youhaveplannedwell.Bya
happycoincidence,Marsand
Venusarerevealinganexcellent
prospectforromantic
adventuresabroad.

CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
Nothingtakesplace
inisolation,and
slightupsetswillbe
openingthewindow

onaremarkableseriesof
emotionalopportunitieslater in
theyear. Itmaybenecessaryto
befirmnow,andinsistthatyou
getwhatyouneedoutofa
relationship,orat leastthatthe
issuesareaired.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Sticktoyour
preconceivednotions
ofwhatpeople
shoulddoandwhen,

andyouwillmissoutandrun
theriskofconfrontationsover
minorissues.Althoughyoumay
nothavereceivedall the
guaranteesyouneedover
money,whattakesplace
nowisboundtofire
yourimagination.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Conditionsatwork
willbedominatedby
yourfeelingstowards
partnersand

colleagues,andaromantic
associationmaycomehometo
roost.This isatimeforyouto
stretchyourself.Extendyour
leisureactivities intonewand
untriedareas.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

Westleadsthekingofspades. YousignalwiththetenandWestcontinuesthe
suit. Southruffsthesecondroundanddrawstworoundsoftrumpswiththeace
fromhishandandthequeenfromdummy. Westshowsupwithtwoheartsso
youknowthatSouthstartedwithsixofthem,notseven.NextNorthleadstheking
ofdiamonds. ItisdangeroustoplaylowonthissinceSouthmighthaveasingle-
ton. Soyoutake it,Westsignalingwith theeight. This looks likeahighishdia-
mondso it is likely thatWest isshowingadoubleton. IfSouthhas justonedia-
mond,he isabouttodiscarda lotofclubsondummy'sdiamondwinners.What
cardshouldEastreturn?

NORTH
♠ KJ3
❤Q10987
♦ Q92
♣83

SOUTH
♠ A82
❤AK542
♦ A4
♣962

NORTH
♠ J876
❤QJ6
♦ KQJ10
♣J5

EAST
♠ A1095
❤105
♦ A652
♣Q109

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1H

Pass 1NT Pass 2H
Pass 3H Pass 4H
Pass Pass Pass

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2369
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
1.Caustic,harsh(9)
6. Fundamental (5)
9.Asheer fabric (7)
10. Linetouchingcurve (7)
11.Awhip forchastisingpersons (7)
12.Canadianpoliceman(7)
13.The Indian flag forexample (9)
15.Operasinger (5)
16.Writingtables (5)
19.Withoutpeer (9)
22.Seniorexecutive (7)
23.Rout (7)
25.Suddenshrill cry (7)
26. Lackinganypurpose(7)
27.Pullsor tugssharply (5)
28.Medicalprediction(9)

DOWN
1.Badhabits? (5)
2.City inNorthAfrica? (7)
3.Horrific fire (7)
4.Driveaweaponviolently insome
direction(5)
5.Twin-hulledboat (9)
6.Repast, feast (7)
7.Addsugar to? (7)
8.Principal church(9)
13. Inadullandboringmanner (9)
14.Possession(9)
17.Anorangecolour;crocuswith
purple flowers (7)
18.Triumph(7)
20.Whiteof egg(7)
21.Shuns (7)
23.Constellation:Thedragon(5)
24.Mitigatesor reduces in intensity (5)

CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
1.Partnershipsbutnotcompaniesare
boundless (9)
6. Joiner's instrumentgivesangles that
aren't right (5)
9.Stubs in theashtray, forexample (3-
4)
10.RegandPaulhavingbecome
entangledwiththis soundstopper (3-
4)
11.Finds tracesamongahundredtested
(7)
12.Havingaboy inspring issweet! (7)
13.US infantrymanswallowsa
licentious Italianrebel (9)
15.Studyanattempt inAfrica (5)
16.They'venothingonfor thetime
being(5)
19.Hadbeena forger,onedidn't let
oneself forget (4,1,4)

22.Sunstrokewasstill, but remains
alive (7)
23.Possiblydialect for "keep" (7)
25.Aproton,perhaps, takesnocharges
? (3,1,3)
26.Clarewouldneeda little tea tobe
like this (3,4)
27.Quick- turnadriparound!(5)
28.Global systemcopeswithunusual
occurrencehere?(3-6)

DOWN

1.WhatG-manisn’tgoinghungry?(5)
2.A lessseriouswaytostarta fire (7)
3.Bywhichonemaybea littlecarried
away?(4-3)
4.Theyare foundgrowingnext toa
trunk(5)
5.The final record fatherpassedaround
iscooked(4-5)
6.Twisted irony inancient times,
poeticallycynical (7)
7.Mostbooedplayerof football teamat
home?(7)
8.Ohgimletscanbeso frivolous (9)
13.Smugglerparticipating inarmsrace
?(3-6)
14.Fishservedwithcitrus fruitonly
(5,4)
17.Boardmaysupply thiscomputer (7)
18.Was furiousathavingbeenbranded
(7)

20.ThrewatantrumaboutTedgetting
anaward(5,2)
21.Dancemusic fromabygoneera (3-
4)
23.Lewis toringhalf of gamblingcity
forSophia’shusband(5)
24.Restoutside, forexample, andbe
boundtorenderservice (5)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1Aspirin,5
Fibbing,9 Gettingon,10 Cello,11
Lookout,12 Sellout,13 Rarestamp,15
Coped,17 Doing,19 Lingering,22
Placing,25 Tripoli,26 Total,27
Bandicoot,28 Secedes,29 Emerson.
Down:1Angular,2Potpourri,3Ruinous,4
Nightfall,5Finds,6Bucolic,7Igloo,8
Gloated,14Penitence,16Poisonous,17
Deputes,18Grilled,20Edifice,21Glisten,
23Attic,24Gibes. CRYPTICCLUES
Across: 1Ruleout,5Poplars,9Busticket,
10Rouse,11Tsarina,12Trucker,13
Samarkand,15Began,17East's,19Dust
cover,22Bargain,25Unloved,26Opted,
27Detective,28Leg-pull,29Dryness.
Down:1Rebates,2Laspalmas,3Olivier,4
Takeahand,5Petit,6Perturb,7Amuck,8
Sierran,14Disgusted,16Gavevoice,17
Embroil,18Spandau,20Colicky,21
Reddens,23Retag,24Nadal.

Solutionsto2368

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pass 1NT
Pass 2D Pass 3H
Pass 4H

Dealer:East Vulnerable:East/West

TheopeningleadbyWestistheaceofclubs,followedbythekingofclubs.East
playsthequeenofclubsandthendiscardsthesevenofdiamonds.Westthen
playsthe jackofclubsandyoumusttakestockofapotentiallydangeroussit-
uation. IfyouruffWest'sclub indummywiththesevenofhearts,Eastmight
overruffwiththe jackofhearts.TheoddsofEasthavingthe jackofheartsare
50/50. If you ruffwith thequeenof hearts in dummy,Eastwon't be able to
overruffbuttherewillbethreeoutstandingheartstothe jack.Theoddsofthe
heartssplitting3-0areonly22%.So,ruffwithyourqueensincethatisyourbest
chanceforsuccess.Youhavelosttwoclubtricksandcanseeapotential loser
in each of diamonds and spades.Oh-oh, the contract appears to be in some
danger.Howdoyouproceed?
TheWestHand:S-54 H-J3 D-86C-AKJ10754
TheEastHand:S-Q10976 H-6 D-KJ10753 C-Q
Youseeno reason todelay removing trumpanddo sowithWestplaying the
three and the jack. So far, so good. East discards the seven of spades on the
secondtrumpplay. Itappears, fromhisdiscardsthathehassomethinggood
indiamondsandpossiblyspadesaswell. Here isoneapproachforcontinuing
theplay:
PlaythefourofdiamondsfromyourhandwiththehopethatWesthastheking.
IfWesthasthekingandplayslow,yourqueenisgoodandyoudonotloseadi-
amondtrick. IfWestplaysthekingofdiamonds,youcanusethequeenofdia-
mondstodiscardyourpotentialspadeloser. IfEasthasthekingofdiamonds,
youcanstillmakeyourcontractwithasuccessfulspadefinesse.Whatdoyou
thinkofthisapproach?HaveyoucountedthepointsthatyouknowWesthas
shownsofar?HehasshowntheAKJofclubsandthejackofhearts. Ifhealso
hadthekingofdiamonds,hewouldhavestartedwith12HCP. Didhehaveavery
niceclubsuit?Hesuredid. Itwassevencards longandtoppedbytheAKJ10.
Manywouldovercall twoclubsoveryouropening1NTbid if theyhadtheking
of diamonds alongwith all thewonderful clubs found in theWest hand. So,
Westprobablydoesn'thavethekingofdiamonds. Somuchfortheapproach
discussedpreviously.Howabout themissingqueenof spades? IfWest had
thequeenof spades, hewould have 11HCP. It is possible that hewould also
overcallwiththatniceclubsuit ifhehadqueenofspades.And,East indicated
he likeddiamondsandspadeswhenhediscarded.Didyounotice?Looksbad
doesn'tit?However,makingthecontractisacinchifEasthasboththequeen
of spades and the king of diamonds as it appears hedoes. I'll give you ahint.
Thinkendplay.ThinkendplayPlaytheaceandkingofspades(thequeendid-
n't drop andWest followed toboth your spade leads) and then exitwith the
jackofspades. Playtheaceandkingofspades(thequeendidn'tdropandWest
followedtobothyourspade leads)andthenexitwiththe jackofspades.Your
lineofplaywasbasedonalogicalassumptionthatEastheldthemissinghon-
ors.This isn'talwaysgoingtoworkbut reaching fora threadofhope isbetter
thannothing.

SPORTLINE:Long jumper JeswinAldrin,20,madeheads turnwithaseriesof 8-metre-plus jumpsthis
seasonandagoldmedalat theFederationCup.The IndianExpress travels toMudalur, thevillageof therising
star inathletics, togeta tasteof the famousMuscothhalwacreatedbyAldrin'sgreatgrandfatherandtotrace

the journeyof theshyandreticent jumperdestinedtobreakrecordsandbagmajormedals

Blood, sweet and gold

Heused to comeandpractice for
hours at the school ground.On
weekendsheused togo toAnna
Stadium,more thananhour away,
to practice at the synthetic track.
Most kids in our school don’t even
knowwhat a synthetic track is
yet.”

BENSON,
VOLLEYBALLCOACHATALDRIN’S SCHOOL

JeswinAldrinat the family-ownedbakery,which is famous for theMuscoth
halwa. (L)WithhisparentsEstherandJohnson.AfterwinningtheFedCupgold.

REUTERS
LONDON,APRIL 16

LIVERPOOLHUNGontobeatManchesterCity
3-2 at Wembley Stadium on Saturday to
reach the final of the FA Cup and end Pep
Guardiola'shopesofatreble.JuergenKlopp's
sidewillmeetthewinnersofSunday'sother
semi-final between Chelsea and Crystal
PalaceintheMay14thfinal.Guardiolaopted
torestseveralofCity'sstarters,includinggoal-
keeperEderson,andtheweakenedsidewere
outplayedbyJuergenKlopp'steaminthefirst
half, going in3-0downat the interval.
IbrahimaKonateheadedLiverpoolahead

fromanAndyRobertsoncorner intheninth
minute before a dreadful error from City's
American back-up goalkeeper Zack Steffen
gifted theRedsasecond.
Steffen took too longwhen receiving a

backpass fromJohnStonesandSadioMane
slid in to tackle thekeeper and theball flew
into the net. Mane then added another, on
thestrokeofhalftime, inmoreconventional
fashion,drivingavolleypastSteffenafterbe-
ingsetupbyThiagoAlcantara.
Guardiolamadenochangesatthebreak,

even though he had options such as Kevin
DeBruyne andRiyadMahrez to call on, but
his side did spark into life. Jack Grealish
pulled a goal back 70 seconds after the re-
sumptionafterGabriel Jesusdidwelltobeat
Fabinho and set up the Englandmidfielder
whodrilledhome.LiverpoolkeeperAlisson
Beckerwas alert to get out quickly and foil
GabrielJesusastheBrazilianburstgoalwards
butwhileCitywereimprovedtheystillwere
farfromtheirusuallevelsofchancecreation.
ItwaspuzzlingthatGuardiolaonlymade

one of his possible five changes in the sec-
ondhalf,bringingMahrezonsevenminutes
from the end although the introduction of
theAlgeriandidmakeabig impact.
Mahrezcutinfromtherightanddribbled

along the byline before a low ball went
throughAlissonthenBernardoSilvamadeit
3-2 in stoppage time.Thatprompteda fran-
tic final fewminuteswith Ferandindho and
Mahrez both seeing shots deflected out for
cornerswhile RaheemSterling'sweak shot
waseasilysavedbyAlisson.Attheotherend
Steffen didwell to stop Roberto Firmino as
Liverpool lookedto finishoff thecontestbut
thefinalwhistleconfirmedtheirplaceintheir
15thFACupfinalbut their first in tenyears.
ForCityitwasthethirdstraightseasonin

whichtheyhavelostinthelastfourof theFA
Cup.Liverpoolremainincontentionforfour
trophies having won the League Cup,
reached the semi-finals of the Champions
League and still being in the race for the
Premier League title where they sit a point
behind leadersCity.

Liverpool hang
on for 3-2 FA
Cup semifinal
win over City

New Delhi



PLAYINGTODAY
Indian Premier League
PBKS vs SRH, 3.30pm,
GT vs CSK, 7.30pm,
Live on Star Sports Network

Giants, Rahul giveMumbai no respite

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
APRIL16

DINESH KARTHIK produced another turn-
aroundforRoyalChallengersBangalore,and
achaseof190wasbeyondDelhiCapitalsde-
spiteDavidWarner’sfiftyasJoshHazlewood
cameupwitha three-wicketburst.

Maxwell vKuldeep
This was DC’s first game of the season at
Wankhede Stadium. On the larger square
outfields at the Brabourne, DY Patil and
Maharashtra Cricket Association stadiums,
KuldeepYadavhadhadmoreleewaytotoss
theballupandslowitdown.He’dcollected
10 wickets in four games at an average of
12.4 and an economy-rate of 7.75. But the
smallerWankhede turf was going to be a
bigger challenge.
WhenKuldeepwasbroughtonintheninth

over,Maxwellhadworkedhimself intosome
rhythm. AndDC captain Rishabh Pant had
takentheriskofgivingKuldeeptheendfrom
whichMaxwellcouldeyetheshorterbound-
arywith the slog. And right away,Maxwell
looted23runsofftheover;twosixesandafour
wereswungtodeepmidwicket.Kuldeeptried
tomakeMaxwellhittothelongerside,bowl-
ingfullandwide,andMaxwellobligedwitha
drivenfourtodeepextracover.
BeforeKuldeepcameon,RCBwerestrug-

glingon47 for 3 after eight overs.Maxwell’s
assaultseemedtohaveswitchedthemomen-
tuminhisside’sfavour.Wiserafterthestorm,
Kuldeepnowchangedends.Andthefirstball,
whichwas floated up full,Maxwell tamely
chipped to long-on, instead of going full-
bloodedforanothermaximum.Hehadbeen
keptto55off34,andKuldeephadhadhisre-
venge.

DKvDC
Therearefewsidesthatwillbeabletomore

thandoubletheirscoreafterlosinghalftheside
for92by the12thover. ButRCBhavealready
beenrescuedtimeandagainbyDineshKarthik
this season, and theveterankeeper-batsman
answeredhisside’scall forhelponcemore.
Khaleel Ahmed, theDC left-armseamer,

hadn’t been hit for a single six going into
Saturdaynight’sgame.Hewashitfortwo,both
comingoffKarthik’sbat.Forthesecondone,a
slowerlengthball,heactuallybenthiskneeas
if hewas facing a spinner and slog-swept
cleanly.Headingintohis lastover,Mustafizur
Rahmanhadgivenawayjust20runs.Batsmen
hadbeenunabletogetunderneathhisfullde-
liveriesandhadtobecontentwithsingles.But
Karthik launchedhimwherever hepleased.
Therewasafinereverse-hitclearofshortthird
man,andanauthoritativeswatthatflewinthe
gap between mid-off and extra cover.
Mustafizurwent fuller to squeezeKarthik’s
swinging space but that onlymadehimhit

straighter and farther, in anover thatwould
endwithadamageof28runs.
ShahbazAhmedhasbeenanidealpartner

toKarthik inhisrevivalmissions,andhecon-
tributedavital32off21,butthestandoutwas
undoubtedlyKarthikwith66off34,hisstrike-
rate close to 200. Kuldeephad another over
left, andPantusedhim for the last insteadof
turning to the available part-timer seamers
MitchellMarsh or RovmanPowell. The RCB
duo finished on a highwith 17more in the
20th.

Warner, Pant exits decisive
DavidWarnerwasinthemoodalright.He

sloggedMaxwell for six off the first ball he
facedandpickedupJoshHazlewood’sfirstde-
liveryforsixmoreoverdeepbackwardsquare.
A powerful straight smack offMohammed
Sirajdisappearedsoquicklytotheropethatto
call itdismissivewasanunderstatement.
ButDCwerestillbehindtheasking-ratego-

ingpastthehalfwaymark.InatNo3forhisfirst
gameof theseason,MitchellMarshdrewout
themomentumWarner injectedattheother
end, inaflail-and-miss14off24balls.Hadhe
not been runout at the non-striker’s end as
WaninduHasarangagothis fingersonaPant
hit, hemayhavehurtDC further. Or hemay
have scripted someastonishing turnaround.
We’llneverknow.
Oneof thedecisiveblowshadbeendeliv-

ered in Hasaranga’s previous over, when
Warnerhadmissedanattemptedreverse-slog
andwas found leg-before onRCB’s review. It
made Virat Kohli jolt into one of his wild
screaming celebrations, not far from thede-
partingWarner.AsPantbegantonailhisfalling
scoopsovershortfine,itwasKohliwho’dland
theknockoutpunch.As Pant scythedSiraj in
theair,Kohlitimedhisjumpperfectlyatextra
cover,hisoutstretchedrighthandpluckingthe
ballandsendingthecrowdwildthistime.With
Pant’sexitfor34off17inthe17thover,DCwere
tofallwellshort.
Brief scores:Royal Challengers Bangalore
189 for5 (Karthik66*,Maxwell 55, Thakur
1-27) beatDelhi Capitals 173 for7 (Warner
66, Pant 34,Hazlewood3-28, Siraj 2-31) by
16runs

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
APRIL16

SURYAKUMARYadav’s dismissal off a Ravi
Bishnoi long-hop typifiedMumbai Indians’
seasonsofar.ButaslongasKieronPollardwas
there, therewas life inMI. Thebigman tried
hisbest,butgraduallytheaskingrateclimbed
to20-plus.Twenty-sixrunswererequiredoff
the final over andMI lost by18 runs, chasing
200forvictory.LucknowSuperGiantswonnot
onlybecauseKLRahul led fromthefrontand
scoredamighty finecentury, but collectively
theyplayedbettercricketthantheiropponents
to thoroughly deserve their victory. Super
Giantswent to eight points fromsix games,
while after six straight defeats,MI’s fall from
theperchhasbeenspectacular.

Rahul’s classy ton
In the 16th over during SuperGiants’ in-

nings,asJaspritBumrahcamebackforhisfinal
spell, the Brabourne StadiumDJ belted out:
‘Boom,BoomBumrah’.MI looked flat on the
fieldandtheirfansweresubdued.
In theMIdug-out, Sachin Tendulkar and

ZaheerKhanwerehaving a conversation.Of
course, it’snotknownif theconversationbe-
tweenthetwoformerIndiastalwarts,nowpart
of the MI support staff, was about Rohit
Sharma’suseofBumrahinthisgame.Bythen,
RahulwasbossingandtheMIskipperproba-
blymissedatrickbynotusinghisbestbowler
against the SuperGiants’ skipper right at the
beginning. Rahul’s unbeaten century in his
100th IPLappearancewasaresultof keeping
things simple and steadily growing into the
game. In top fettle, hisbatting is veryeasyon
the eye and66 runs inboundaries andover-
boundaries,outof103notoutoff60balls,at-
tested a fine conversion rate in termsof put-
ting away loose deliveries. But MI barely
attackedhimupfront,when likemost bats-
menhewasvulnerable.
Twiceinthistournament,Rahulhasgotout

togoldenducksandoneof thosewasagainst
RajasthanRoyals in theprevious game. Sunil
Gavaskar on airwas imploringRohit to start
theproceedingswithBumrah:“Confront the
manwhogotout twice in the firstball in this
tournamentwith your best bowler.” TheMI
skipperstartedoffwiththepart-timeoff-spin
ofTilakVarmainstead.Rahulwasverykeento
getoff themark.Hegotashortdelivery from
theoffieandpummelledapullforafour.When
Bumrahwas eventually brought into the at-
tackinthefourthover,bothRahulandQuinton
deKockhadplayedthemselvesin.
The hallmark of Rahul’s battingwas the

wayhe converted the hittable balls to opti-
mumeffect.MI bowlers, bar Bumrah,were
generousenoughtobowlanoverdoseofloose
deliveries.TymalMillswastheculprit-in-chief;
offeringwidth, bowling in the slot and not
bowlingtohisfield.Hisfinalover,19thofthein-
nings,wasparticularlypoor.Hebowledlength
outsideoff,bowledanill-disguisedslowerde-
livery to Deepak Hooda to concede a six,
missedhislinecompletelytobowlabigwide
andservedahalf-volleyoutsideofftoRahulto
giveawayanotherfour.ThelastfourtookRahul
tohiscentury.That22-run-overensuredthat
MIwouldhavetochase200.Millswentfor54
runswithoutawicketinhisthreeovers.Used
toTrentBoult’squality,thishasbeenaserious
let-downforthefive-timechampions.
Rahulwasalways looking tobat longand

oncehegotintothegroove,therewasnostop-
pinghim.Hetookhissinglesanddoubleswell,
allowingfoursandsixestotakecareof them-

selves.Healsothrivedonpartnershipbatting
–52runs(33balls)withdeKocktostartwith
followedbya72-run(47balls)associationwith
ManishPandeyanda43-run (21balls) part-
nershipwithHoodaatthedeath.MI’sground
fieldingwasaverage.Misfieldscamethickand
fast.SuperGiants’fielding,onthecontrary,was
excellent.

Deeper in themire
In the end, after another batting failure

fromRohitandonemoredisappointingknock
from IshanKishan, it hadbecomeSurya-or-
bustforMI.Rohitshowedintent,whenhere-
gallyclippedAveshKhanovermid-wicket.But
hegotoutacoupleof balls later, tryingtorun
onedowntothirdmanandgettingathinedge
towicketkeeper. Dewald Brevis came and
readily took the attack to the opposition.
Dushmantha Chameera bowled a peach to
beat the youngster. Brevis’ responsewas a
stunningsixoverlong-on.Back-to-backfours
ensuedbeforeBrevis turnedhis attention to
Aveshwithconsecutiveboundaries.Itwasin-
crediblehitting,butinexperiencecametothe
fore. Brevismade roombutmis-hit anAvesh
full-tossstraight toHoodaatextra-cover.The
teenager got aheadof himself. Kishan seems
tobeboggeddownbyhisRs15.25croreprice
tag.Ithasmadehisbattingcagey.Afteralabo-
rious 17-ball 13, the southpaw dragged a
MarcusStoinisoff-cutterontothestumps.At
57/3, MI looked to Surya to get out of the
woods.Over-relianceon individuals cost the
teamdear.
Brief scores: LSG199 for 4 (Rahul 103*,
Pandey 38, Unadkat 2-32) beat MI
(Suryakumar 37, Brevis 31, Avesh 3-30) by
18runs

KLRahul’sunbeatencentury inhis100th IPLappearancewasaresultofkeepingthingssimpleandsteadilygrowing intothegame. Sportzpics for IPL

SYNOPSIS: Rahul’s classy ton sets up
Super Giants’ win, asMI go deeper in
themire

SYNOPSIS:DineshKarthik’s 66off 34
revived RCB from 92 for 5 to 189,
which was enough to quell Delhi
Capitals by 16 runs

IPL TABLE

TEAM M W L PT NRR
GT 5 4 1 8 0.450

LSG 6 4 2 8 0.296

RCB 6 4 2 8 0.142
RR 5 3 2 6 0.389

PBKS 5 3 2 6 0.239
KKR 6 3 3 6 0.223

SRH 5 3 2 6 -0196

DC 5 2 3 4 0.219

CSK 5 1 4 2 -0.745

MI 6 0 6 0 -1.048

Indiawin jrDavisCup
Asia/OceaniaFinal
Qualifying
NewDelhi:Indiamadehistorybywin-
ning the Junior Davis Cup
Asia/Oceania Final Qualifying event
witha2-1victoryoverJapanattheRK
Khanna Stadium here on Saturday.
Down0-1afterBhushanHaobam's3-
6 6-3 2-6 loss to Naoya Honda, sev-
enthseed Indiabouncedback towin
theremainingsingleanddoublesrub-
bers and claim the event. Rushil
Khoslabrought India levelwitha6-3
3-66-0winoverYutaTomidaand in
the deciding doubles rubber the
Indianduooutplayed their rivals 6-3
6-4. PTI

Tsitsipas setsup
semisclashwithZverev
Monte Carlo: Defending champion
Stefanos Tsitsipas came out on top
from a thrilling quarter-final clash
withDiegoSchwartzman, prevailing
6-2 6-7(3) 6-4 on Friday to set up a
meetingwithAlexanderZverevatthe
MonteCarloMasters.TheGreekthird
seedwas5-2upinthesecondsetbut
inexplicably lost the plot and trailed
4-0 in thedecider before rediscover-
ing his touch.He will take on
Alexander Zverev for a place in
Sunday'sfinalaftertheGermanworld
number threeclaimedanepic5-76-
37-6(5)victoryagainst ItalianJannik
Sinner. Earlier, Spain's Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina reached his first
Masters semi-final by beating
AmericanTaylorFritz2-66-46-3and
will take on Bulgarian Grigor
Dimitrov. REUTERS

BAItrials:Saicontinues
winningstreak
NewDelhi: WorldNo.19BSaiPraneeth
continuedhisunbeaten runashede-
featedSourabhVermainthestage2A
men's singles groupat BAI's selection
trialsfortheupcomingmajorinterna-
tional teamevents here on Saturday.
Praneeth,2017SingaporeOpencham-
pion,sawoffnationalchampionVerma
21-1415-2121-13inathrillingmatch
at the K. D. JadhavHall inside Indira
Gandhi Stadium Complex. The
Hyderabad shuttlerwill next take on
Kiran George and Ansal Yadav, who
alsocrossedthepreliminaryroundand
are clubbed in stage 2Agroup, out of
whichthetopperwillplayforrank1to
4inaround-robinformat. PTI

IWL:Keralabag
12-0winvsOdisha
Bhubaneswar:GokulamKeralaFCbe-
gan their title defence in the top-tier
IndianWomen'sLeagueonaruthless
note, slamming a dozen goals past a
hapless Odisha Police here on
Saturday. Indianattackingmidfielder
ManishaKalyanwreakedhavocinop-
position's defence with five goals
(17th,26th,33rd,48th,73rdminutes)
as the Aditi Chauhan-led side struck
six goals in each half.Substitute
Elshaddai(61st,86th)struckadouble,
while the other goalscorers for the
MalabarianswereWin Theingi Tun
(25th),DangmeiGrace(37th),Ranjana
Chanu(70th)andKarishmaShirvolkar
(77th). PTI
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Blazing Karthik goes boom-boom,
spells doom for Delhi Capitals

LSGcaptainKLRahul’sunbeatenhundredsets the tone for18runwinover laggardsMIwhoremainwinlessso far this season
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SPORT

DineshKarthik’sunbeaten66forRCB
comprisedfive foursandasmanysixes.

Sportzpics for IPL

Covid caution: No
handshakes, no hugs
Mumbai:NoDelhiCapitalsplayerswill
shakehandswithanyplayerfromRoyal
ChallengersBangalore after thenight
gameattheWankhede onApril16.Not
becausethereisanyproblembetween
the twoteamsbut it’s aBCCImandate
totheDelhiteamaftertheirphysiother-
apistPatrickFarhatandanothersupport
stafftestedCovidpositiveonFriday.Itis
understoodthatthesupportstafftested
positive is themasseur. Thepaperun-
derstandsthattheBCCIhasissuedacir-
culartotheDelhiteamrequestingthem
tonotshakehands&hugplayers from
RCBafter the game. Theplayers from
teamsusuallycongregate forachataf-
ter games before they disperse. The
Delhi players have been advised to
maintainsocialdistancingduringchats
& use of masks have been recom-
mended.Thenon-playingteammem-
berswhowillwatchthegamefromthe
standstoohavebeenrequestedtowear
theirfacemasksthroughoutthegame,
excepteatingordrinking. Thisisthesec-
ondpositivecaseduringthisseasonof
IPL which is played in two cities of
Maharashtra-Mumbai&Pune. Delhi
players have tested negative&have
beenclearedtotakepartinthegameon
Saturdayevening. DEVENDRAPANDEY

NotquiteDavidWarnerthefielder’sevening
thus far. Twomis-fieldsyieldedtwofoursas
hekeptdivingovertheball.Thefirstoffanoff
drive fromFafduPlessiswasadmittedlynot
easywithWarner runningtohis left atmid-
offbutcouldn’tgethislunge-stopright.Next
onewaspretty straightforwardone.Hehad
justtalkedtothebowlerKhaleelAhmedand
movedtomid-offwhenViratKohlidrovenot
too far to his right. He got there in time but
tumbled over it and had awry smile. Apart
fromthemisfields,hehasbeenhisusualbusy
stuff,withfrequentchats tothebowlersand
pressing the captain to place him at second
slip for the new batsman GlennMaxwell.
Every nowand then, he keeps counting the
fielderstooforsomereason,andhasthemost
chatswiththebowlersmorethananyoneelse
onthefield.Healsoaskstheballtobethrown
tohimasearlyaspossiblesothathecanshine
andpassontothebowler.Once,whenPrithvi
Shawwastakinghistimetopasstheballon,
Warnerraisedhisarmfirst,thenshoutedout,
before taking a couple of steps forward to-
wardsShaw.

Lalit at ease
When Lalit Yadav
joined Delhi
Capitals couple of
years ago, he got a
text from Ricky
Ponting. "Hi Lalit,
Ponting this side!"
Yadav couldn’t be-
lievethathewasthe
recipient of ames-

sagefromalegend.“Butafterthat,itneverfelt
thatIamtalkingtoalegendorsharingadress-
ingroomwithhim. It felt likehe’sacompan-
ion,a friend.At times,hehasbeenharshtoo,
buthestaysverycool,”hetoldWisdenIndia.
“I’ve received a lot of nice inputs fromhim–
lastyear,hetoldmefour, fivedifferentthings
that have beenhelpingme.”Was one of the
thingshowtofireadirecthit?HedidaPonting
to take out Virat Kohli,whohadn’t gone too
fardownthetrackbeforechanginghismind
toreturntothecrease.ButbythenYadavhad
rushed to his right at backward point,
swoopedlow,andfiredasidewaysthrowala
PontingtoleaveKohlistranded.

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER
Hot heads, calmminds and everything in between at the game

DK does what DK does

DavidWarner’swicketwas thegame-turn-
ingmomentallrightandjust incaseanyone
missedthesignificance,ViratKohlireminded
themwithhiscelebrations.Warnerhadbeen
trappedlbwafterhefailedtoconnectwitha
reverse-slogandRCBhadtakenthedecision
upstairsforthereview.ThebowlerWanindu
HasarangaandDineshKarthikweresosure
but on first replay the point of impact
seemed a bit iffy and slowly the Bangalore
players started todisperse fromthehuddle.
They stopped again to check themat-lines
replayon thebig screenandwere joyous to

seetheverdictfall intheiroffer.Noonemore
than Kohli, of course. After an initial cry of
fist pumpand roar - just awarmup forhim
- he ran a detour, cut across the path of
Warner, screaming his joy which as ever
seemed tingedwithanger, beforehe joined
his team-mates.Warner,whowashaving a
chatwiththeumpireaboutthereplay,hada
look at Kohli, turned to finish his conversa-
tionwith theumpire andwalkedoff. At the
end of the over, as Kohli was crossing over,
he had a look at himself on the big screen,
roaringaway.

Kohli has a look at his own celebration

Wobbling Warner

Aslogsweeponabentkneetoapacerwasjust
thestartbeforeDineshKarthikdecidedtoturn
moreinnovativeinthe17thover.Hetriedare-
verselapoffKhaleelAhmedtwoballslaterbut
itdribbledoffthetoeendofthebat.Nextover,
first ball offMustafizurRahman, he shuffled
outsideoff and tried to lap it to fine-legbut it
flewoff the edge to thirdmanboundary in-
stead.Rahmanslippedinaslowercutternext
ballandwincedasDKreverse-slappeditover
short thirdman for a one-bounce four. Next
ball was smashed through extra cover and
chants of DKDKbegan to echo around the
arena.Heobligedby lifting two sixes, oneof
which landed on the first tier over long-off.
AndwhenShardul reboundedafter apulled
sixwithanoutside-offyorker.Pant,whogath-
ered that ball, gestured tohis bowler to stay
calm, stay cool (he touchedhis head)&even
mouthed‘coolcool’.DKwastherealcoolone,
therethough.
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