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ESHWARAPPA FINALLY RESIGNS
KSEshwarappawithKarnatakaChiefMinisterBasavarajBommai inBengaluruonFriday.Chargedwithabetment inthe
suspectedsuicideof acivil contractor,Eshwarappasubmittedhis resignationfromtheCabinet. PTI REPORT,PAGE 5

RUPSACHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, APRIL 15

INAfirstof itskindprojectinthe
country, theMaharashtra gov-
ernment has developed aweb-
site-basedmigration tracking
system(MTS)applicationtomap
the movement of vulnerable
seasonal migrant workers

throughindividualuniqueiden-
tity numbers. The state govern-
ment'swomenandchilddevel-

opment (WCD) department
launched it as a pilot project in
November last year in six dis-

trictswithhightribalpopulation
including Gadchiroli, Chandra-
pur,Amravati, Jalna,Palgharand
Nandurbar.
TheMTSprojectisenvisaged

tomaintainthecontinuityofthe
Integrated Child Development
Services(ICDS)likenutritionsup-
ply, immunisation and health
check-upetc. tomigrantbenefi-
ciaries including children aged
upto18years, lactatingmothers
andpregnantwomenregistered
with the anganwadi centres.
Theirmigrationwill be tracked
forensuringtheportabilityofthe
ICDS for their families in their
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Anganwadiworkers takeweightandheightof childrenof
migrants inAmravati toport ICDSservices.WCD,Maharashtra

In a first, Maharashtra app maps workers’
migration for portability of ICDS scheme

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

RUSSIALOSESBLACK
SEAFLEETFLAGSHIP
PAGE12

ACCESSTOHEALTHFACILITIES

Healthcare fightspoverty,
helps insocial justice:PM
‘Buildingmedical infra, recordnumberofdoctorssoon’

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

A WEEK after Delhi sent its
sharpestmessagetoMoscowby
abstainingonaresolutiontosus-
pendRussiafromtheUNHuman
Rights Council, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar had a
“wide ranging discussion”with
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres and exchanged views
on the global impact of the
Ukraineconflictaswellasthesit-
uation in Afghanistan and
Myanmar.
JaishankarisinNewYork,af-

ter the Indo-US 2+2ministerial
and other cabinet-level meet-

ings inWashington DC, where
he met the UN Secretary-
General.
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PARIMALDABHI,AVINASH
NAIR&KAMAALSAIYED
AHMEDABAD,SURAT,APRIL 15

AT LEAST four major govern-
ment decisions in poll-bound
Gujarat, two of which were
taken by the Centre, have been
rolled back following protests.
The reversal on the decisions
was prompted by objections
fromcommunities like farmers,
cattleherders,tribalsandtextile
associations.
Themost recent onewas to

put in abeyance The Gujarat

Cattle Control (Keeping and
Moving)inUrbanAreasBill,2022,
aweek after it had been passed
bytheAssembly.Itisthefirsttime
the state BJP government had to
makesuchareversal.
The state Assembly had

passed the Bill onMarch 31, af-
ter a six-hour debate. The
Congresshadputupastiffoppo-
sition to the legislation that has
seen vociferous protests by the
maldharicommunity,tradition-
ally cattle rearers.
Among thosewho opposed

the Bill publicly was BJP state
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

GOVERNANCE
AN EXPRESS SERIES

MAHARASHTRA

GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT,APRIL 15

UNDERLINING THAT quality
healthcare is linked to poverty
alleviation efforts, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
Friday that better health facili-
ties are not limited only to the
treatment of diseases, but also
encouragesocial justice.
"Whencheapandbesttreat-

ment is available to thepoor,his
faith in the system is strength-
ened. If they get freedom from
the worry of the cost of treat-
ment, theyworkhard to get out
ofpovertywithmoredetermina-
tion,"thePrimeMinistersaid,ad-
dressingapublicmeetinginBhuj
townofKutchafterinaugurating
the K K Patel Super Specialty

Hospitalviavirtualmode.
Inthepastyears,allschemes

inthehealthsector,hesaid,have
beenimplementedkeepingthis
thought in mind. He said that
through the Ayushman Bharat
Yojana and PradhanMantri Jan
AushadhiYojana,poorandmid-
dle-classfamiliesaregettingfree

medical treatment, cheaper
medicines and are able to save
"lakhs of crores of rupees" they
wouldhaveotherwise spent on
medical treatment.
"InitiativesliketheHealthand

Wellness Centres, Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

S JaishankarwithUNSecy-GenAntonioGuterres. PTI

New resolution at UNGA targets
Russia; Jaishankar meets Guterres

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, APRIL 15

THE TATA Institute of Funda-
mental Research (TIFR), the
country’spremierinstitutionfor
advanced research in funda-
mental sciences, has instructed
itsstaffnottopost“anti-govern-
mentcontent”,photographsand
videos of institute facilities on
social media platforms since it
“could lead to serious security
consequences”. It has asked the
staff totelltheirfamilymembers

toonot topost suchcontent.
InaletterdatedApril13,TIFR

Registrar Wing Commander
George Antony (retired), refer-
ring to observations notified by
the Department of Atomic
Energy,mentioned that photo-
graphsandvideosofDAEoffices
and facilities had been noticed
on Facebook, WhatsApp and
other socialmediaplatforms.
“Ithasbeennoticedthatcer-

taindisgruntledemployeeshave
been sharing anti-government
content over social media. The

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Do not post any anti-Govt
content on social media,
tell kin too: TIFR to staff

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,APRIL 15

ABAG containing a laptop, iPad
and three cellphones — all be-
longing tonewly inductedState
Agriculture Minister Kakani
Govardhan Reddy and part of
"evidence" against him in a for-
geryanddefamationcase—was
stolenfromthefourthadditional
judicial magistrate's court in
Nellore,police said.
An officer at the local police

stationwhere the complaint of
theftwasfiledbyacourtclerkon
April 13 said two of the six per-
sons who broke into the court
safe had been detained. "They
discarded the empty bag near
thecourt.Thetwodetainedper-
sons are being questioned.We
hope to catch themain culprits
soon,'' he said.
Thedefamationcaseagainst

Govardhan Reddy, whowas in-
ducted as minister by Chief
MinisterYSJaganMohanReddy
in the reshuffle onApril 10,was
filed by then TDP minister
Somireddy Chandramohan
Reddy in December 2016.
Govardhan Reddy had accused
Somireddy of amassing assets
worth Rs 1,000 crore, including

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

AP police: Bag
with evidence
in case against
minister stolen
from court

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

AFTERTHEJammuandKashmir
(J&K) Police, the Indian Army's
Srinagar-basedChinarCorpson
Friday posted a video on its so-
cial media handles titled
"Kashmir fights back", which, a
seniorsecurityestablishmentof-
ficersaid,seekstounderlinehow
"terrorismhasaffectedallpeace-
loving citizens of Kashmir, irre-
spectiveof their faith".

Army sources said the video
seekstocountermisinformation
by Pakistan on social media.
"People here follow many
Pakistani handles. These have
been fanning anti-India senti-
mentshere.Thatiswhywehave
usedthesametune(background
score) that Inter Services Public
Relations(Pakistanmilitary'sPR
wing) uses in its propaganda
videos, to tell a different narra-
tive and build confidencewith
thepeople," saidanofficer.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Now, Srinagar Corps posts video
to show terror targets all faiths

WITHASSEMBLYpolls
due later this year, theBJP
is treadingcautiously. The
rollbackof decisions is a
clear signal to important
voter segments like trib-
als, farmers, traders and
maldharis.While itwona
majority in2017, theBJP
sawadrop in its seats.

Eyeon
pollsE●EX
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PAKISTAN’S TOP industrialist
MianMohammedMansha be-
lieves it is time his country and
Indiaresumetrade,andimprove
relations for theirbetterment.
Mansha, who heads the

Nishat conglomerate, Pakistan's
No. 1 business group, told The
IndianExpressfromDubaiwhere
he is at themoment, that there
are “many synergies” between
thetwocountriesthatcancome

intoplayoncetradebegins.
“I feel very passionately that

weneed togetour things sorted
outwithIndia.Nowwhateverthe
issuesthatareimpeding,letthem
be there. But once they come to
one another's country, through
trade,tourism–religioustourism
or normal tourism— I think the
doors will start opening,” 81-
year-oldManshasaid.
He said the Kashmir issue

had to be resolvedwith “small
steps” to “bring temperatures
down”. He also spoke on open-
ing up Bollywood to Pakistani

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Time to resume India
trade, doors will open:
Pak’s top industrialist

THEWORLD

Usingavideo link,PrimeMinisterModi inaugurates the
KKPatelSuperSpecialtyHospital inBhuj,Gujarat. PTI

Fromthevideopostedby
theChinarCorps

J&K SARPANCH
KILLEDPAGE 6

From cattle control to river linking,
protests force rollbacks in Gujarat
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2ND LOT OF S-400
FROMRUSSIA TO
INDIAON TRACKP5
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Army video
The 1.19minute video starts

with visuals of a funeral proces-
sion,andachildcrying."Decades
ofterrorismhasleftuswiththou-
sandsof orphans,widows,wail-
ingmothersandhelplessfathers,"
readsthetext.Thesong"Kashmir
keliyeJhelumroya(Jhelumcried
forKashmir)" plays in theback-
ground. Another set of visuals
shows the exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits,youthpeltingstonesand
thePulwamaattack in February
2019."Theytriedtodivideourso-
ciety. They tried tomisguideour
youth.Theytriedtoturnourpeer
vaer(landofsaints) intoabattle-
ground,"readsthetext.
It thengoeson topay tribute

toKashmiris -- bothHindus and
Muslims --whowere killed by
militants, including journalist
Shujaat Bukhari, social activist
Arjumand Majeed, Kashmir
Pandit pharmacistMakhan Lal
Bindroo, sarpanchAjay Pandita,
school principal Supinder Kaur,
BJP leaderWasimBari, Lt Umer
Fayaz, DySPMohammadAyub
Pandita, and Police Inspector
PervezAhmedDar."Theytriedto
silence us. But Kashmir kept on
fighting,"readsthetext.
The video shows visuals of

Armypersonnel helping or en-
gagingwith the civilianpopula-
tion."Kashmirisnotaloneinthis
fight.Withyouinthepast.Foryou

inthefuture.Togetherwewillwin
this fight. Awaam and jawan:
handinhand,"saysthetext.
ItendswithpoetIqbal'slines:

"Kuchbaathaikihastimitatinahi
hamaari, sadiyon raha hai dush-
man daur-e-jahaan hamara
(Thereissomethingaboutusthat
we continue to exist despite the
entireworldbeingourenemyfor
centuries.)"
Thevideocomesintheback-

dropoftherecentspurtinattacks
bymilitantsonKashmiriPandits
andmigrants intheValley. Inthe
lastthreeweeks,therehavebeen
over half-a-dozen such attacks,
leaving onemigrant dead and
seven others, including a
KashmiriPandit, injured.
"This videodepicts the sacri-

fices of civilians across faiths in
J&K.Inviewoftherecenttargeted
killings and thebiasednarrative
beingfloatedonsocialmedia,itis
importanttounderstandthatter-
rorismhasaffectedallpeace-lov-
ingcitizensofKashmir, irrespec-
tive of their faith. Hence, it is
important that as a society, we
speakagainstterrorismandstand
with our security forces in the
fight against terrorism," said a
seniorsecurityestablishmentof-
ficer.SourcessaidPakistan-based
terrorgroupsweretakingadvan-
tageof thepolarisationtriggered
by the film, The Kashmir Files,
which focusses on the plight of
KashmiriPandits,toinstigatetar-

getedattacksonmigrants.
OnMarch31,theJ&KPolicere-

leased a 57-second video, titled
The Untold Kashmir Files, which
sought to underline how all
Kashmiris--cuttingacrossfaith-
-werevictimsofmilitancy.

Jaishankar
“Awide ranging discussion

with UNSG@antonioguterres.
Exchanged views on the global
impactoftheUkraineconflict,es-
peciallyonfoodandenergysecu-
rity. Implications for developing
countriesareserious,”Jaishankar
saidinaTwitterpostFriday.
“Spokeabout latest develop-

ments in respect of Afghanistan
andMyanmar.Appreciatehisin-
terestinworkingwithIndiatoef-
fectivelyaddress importantcon-
temporarychallenges,”hesaid.
Hisvisitcomesatatimewhen

Liechtensteinhasmoveda reso-
lutionwhich aims tomake P5
(PermanentFive)members,who
cast a veto in theUNSC, explain
themselves before the UN
GeneralAssembly.Thisisdirected
at Russia and China, who have
beenvetoing resolutionsmoved
bytheremainingthreeP5mem-
bersonUkraine.
Liechtenstein'smissionatthe

UNhasnowtabled, onbehalf of
38co-sponsors,aresolutionthat
mandates ameeting of the UN
General Assemblywhenever a
vetoiscastintheSecurityCouncil.
“The resolution is ameaningful
step to empower the GA and
strengthenmultilateralism,” it
said. It isexpectedtobetakenup
bytheendof themonth.
British PrimeMinister Boris

Johnson is also expected to visit
IndiaonApril21-22,andtheissue
of India's position onUkraine is
likelytobehighonagenda.

Pak industrialist
actorsandIndia'sIPLtoPakistani
cricketers.
Earlierthisyear,theindustrial-

ist, countedas themost influen-
tialvoiceofthebusinesscommu-
nity in Pakistan, had called for
resumptionoftradewithIndiaat
ameetingoftheLahoreChamber
ofCommerceandIndustry.
Reiteratingthestatementshe

made at thatmeeting,Mansha,
whosebusinessesrangefromtex-
tiles to cement to automobiles,
saidifIndiacouldcontinuetoim-
portfromChinadespiteitsborder
issues, therewas no reason for
Pakistannottoresumetradewith
India.“Ithinkthere'snothingbet-
ter than having good relations
with your neighbours. And you
can'tchangeneighbours,”hesaid,
pointing to the advantages that
importingfromIndiawouldgive
Pakistan.
“I ama businessman. That's

why I say that if something is
cheaperinIndia,whyshouldIbuy
that fromanother country? The
transportation cost is less (from
India),” he said. “There are so
manyproductsthatwecouldbuy.
We (the Nishat Group) make
Hyundai cars. Hyundai India is
verybig.Wecouldbuysomeparts
cheaper from India, thanbuying
fromChina,forexample.Andyou
arealsotradingwithChinainsuch
a largeway. Your imports from
Chinaarehuge,andifyoulookat
it,youalsohaveissueswithChina
on the issueof territories andall
that.” Trade between the two
countries dwindled after India
doubled tariffs following the
PulwamaattackinFebruary2019.
Later,afterIndia'sdecisionsinJ&K
that August, Pakistan stopped
tradewithIndia.
Lastyear,daysafter thepow-

erfulPakistanArmyindicatedthat
ithada“geo-economicvision”of
SouthAsia–PakistanArmychief
GeneralQamar JavedBajwaout-
lined this in a speech -- Pakistan
announced it would begin re-
stricted tradewith India for cot-
tonandsugar.However,thedeci-
sionwasabruptlycancelledafter
several ministers in the then
Imran Khan government op-
posed it. Lastweek, ImranKhan
was removed as PrimeMinister
by the country's parliament.
ThoughMansha saidhehadnot
met Shehbaz Sharif, the new
Prime Minister, in three-four
years, hewas aware that Sharif
was not against resumption of
tradewithIndia.
“WhatIthinkiswedoneedto

moveaheadon the resolutionof
theKashmirissue,wecouldtake
small, small steps. I do thinkwe
need to lower the temperature,”
he said, pointing to the
“Musharraf formula” that paved
theway for cross-LoC trade and
busservicesthatallowedfamilies
on either side tomeet, interact
anddobusinesswitheachother,
thoughotherstepssuchasreduc-
ingmilitary presence on both
sidesdidnot takeplace.Mansha
also spoke on the opening of
flights fromSharjah as apointer
to the tourism potential of
Kashmir.
On trade,Mansha said a be-

ginning could be made with
Pakistan importing cotton from
Indiaandexportingcement.
“Iaminthecementbusiness.

Wehaveonebigplant,inChakwal
district (of Pakistan Punjab
province)whereMrManmohan
Singhwas born.We have even
preserved the school that he at-
tended.Youdon'thavelimestone
inIndianPunjabandareasaround
theborder, so it ismuchcheaper
tobuyPakistanicement.Weused
toexportalotofcementtoIndia,
till all this trading abruptly
stopped. So it is not a bad idea if
we could import cotton, andwe
could export some cement to
India,"hesaid.
“Ialsodealwithcottontextile

companies,wherewewanttouse
Indiancotton.Andwealsogrowa
lotofcottonandnowwearebuy-
ing some cotton from
Afghanistan, and fromsomany
other countries thatwe import.
Our cotton seasons are slightly
different.Whenyougrowcotton,
wedon'tgrowcottonatthattime.
Itwouldbeverygoodthatwhen
ourseasoncomes,youcouldbuy
it from us. And when yours
comes,we could import it from
you, rather thanpaying carrying
chargesfromothercountries,”he
said.Manshasaidinvestmenttoo
shouldbegin.“Forexample,ifTata
invests inPakistan,youwillhave
employeeshere... and I think in-
terconnectionsdobuildup”.
There would be hawks on

bothsides,heacknowledged,but
pointed to the1978CampDavid
accord between Israel's
Menachem Begin and Egypt's
Anwar Sadat as an example of
breaking throughmistrust and
hostility.He alsomentioned the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA),whichwas
treatedwithsuspicionat thebe-
ginning, but has beenbeneficial
forMexico,theUSandCanada.
TheIndia-Pakistanculturalre-

lationship, he said,was also im-
portant. “Indianmovies coming
toPakistan,andPakistanidramas
werebeing seen in India... Some
ofouractorsgotbetterchancesin
Bollywood...butthebiggestthing
weneedtostart isthatourcrick-
etersshouldbeplayinginyourIPL
tournament. And yours could
come to the PCL. Cricket is a big
businessnow,”hesaid.

TIFR to staff
activities havebeen red-flagged
by the agencies and thedepart-
ment.Staffmembersoftheinsti-
tutearerequestedtorefrainfrom
uploading any photographs of
videos,relatedtotheinstitute,its
centresandfieldstations,residen-
tialcoloniesoranyothergovern-
mentpropertyoversocialmedia
platforms,asthesamecouldlead
toserioussecurityconsequences.
Staff members are further in-
formedtodesist fromuploading
any anti-government content
over socialmedia. Familymem-
bers too should be appraised
aboutthesame,"theletterstated.
Acknowledging thenotifica-

tion, TIFR Director Professor S
Ramakrishnansaidhewouldre-
spondMondaytoqueriesregard-
ingtheletter.Sourcessaidthelet-
ter was issued based on DAE
directives. "TheDAEhas set-ups
across the country in different
places. Photosor videos referred
to in the letter could have been
from any of these set-ups and
thenauniversal directivemight
havebeen issued for all set-ups.
Inafewdays,therecouldbemore
clarityonthis,"sourcessaid.

‘Evidence’ bag
propertiesinSingapore,Malaysia
andThailand.
"He displayed in public the

purported documents of the
properties I allegedly bought. I
challengedhimtoprovehisalle-
gationsincourt,anditturnedout
thatthedocumentswereforged.
I filed a police complaint," said
Somireddy. "In January thisyear,
theYSRCPgovernmentfiledape-
tition in the special court that is
trying cases against elected rep-
resentativesatVijayawada,seek-
ing towithdrawthecaseagainst
GovardhanReddy. The court re-
jectedthepetition...Thecasehas
beenlistedforhearinginJune.The
bagcontainingtheelectronicev-
idence that showedGovardhan
Reddyforgedthedocumentswas
attheNellorecourt.Thathasbeen
stolennow.Isn'titsurprisingthat
only thebag containing the evi-
dencehasbeenstolenandnoth-
ingelse,''hesaid.
Apoliceofficerconfirmedthat

thestolenbagcontainedthecase
evidence. When contacted,
Govardhan Reddy declined to
comment. Meanwhile, TDP
Public Accounts Committee
chairman Payyavula Keshav
soughtasuomotucase to inves-
tigate the theft. The judiciary
shouldtakeaveryseriousviewof
theincident,hesaid.

ICDS portability
destination districts within or
outsidethestateuntiltheirreturn
totheirnativeplaces.
Despiterecordingahugedis-

tress-driven seasonalmigration
of workers, Maharashtra, like
otherstates,doesnothaveanyin-
stitutionalised mechanism to

enumerateit.So,throughthisini-
tiative,thestatehassoughttocap-
ture thedataof intra-district, in-
ter-districts and interstate
migrationofsuchworkers.Inlight
of thepilotproject, theWCDde-
partmenthasnowdecidedtoroll
itoutacrossthestate,focusinges-
peciallyontheruralbelts.
“As seen during the Covid

lockdowns, a large number of
womenandchildrenhadgotdis-
placedandmissedontheirnutri-
tion, vaccinationandother serv-
ices under the ICDS scheme. So,
wedecided tomake a real-time
mapoftheinfluxandeffluxofthe
seasonalmigrationsothatwecan
port the facilities to the place of
migrationwith the help of the
District Project Officers of that
area,” said Maharashtra WCD
principalsecretaryIdzesKundan.
“Once they return to their habi-
tats, the facilities can be ported
back.”
"Maharashtraisthefirststate

inIndiatodevelopsuchanappfor
thetracingandportingofICDSfa-
cilities to anganwadi beneficiar-
ies during their seasonalmigra-
tion," saidKundan. She said the
initiativewas kicked off when
ChiefMinisterUddhavThackeray
visitedPalghar inFebruary2021,
wherehenoticedfoodsecurityis-
suesamongmigrantworkers,es-
peciallywomenandchildren.
For thepilot project’s imple-

mentation,Maharashtra's dis-
trictstiedupwithGujarat'sSurat
andTelangana's fourdistricts in-
cluding Adilabad, Nirmal,
Mancherial and Asifabad. The
WCDofficials visited these dis-
tricts and provided training to
theirofficialsinthisregard.“Tofa-
cilitate the project, we have
sharedtheMTSappwithboththe
states. Also,wehave redesigned
the app inGujarati for Gujarat,
andinEnglishforTelanganaoffi-
cials,”saidTiksha,aMaharashtra
WCDofficial.
The app is the brainchild of

Chandrapur district CEOMittali
Sethi,withtheWCDdepartment
lateraddingmorefeaturestocus-
tomise it as per theneedsof an-
ganwadiworkers.
Explaining the project's im-

plementation,Tikshasaidthean-
ganwadiworkershavetofirstreg-
ister themigratingbeneficiaries
fromtheirareasontheMTSweb-
site appon their laptops ormo-
bilephonesbyusingtheworkers’
identity cards like Aadhar, PAN
card, or ration cards etc. “Other
than names, the anganwadi
workershavetomentiontheage,
weight,heightofthemigrantchil-
dren,whowillbeplacedinnutri-
tionalcategorieslikesevere,mod-
erateoracute.Dependingonthis
data,thenutritionbenefitswillbe
allocated to the children in their
newlocations.”
On theMTS app, the angan-

wadiworkerswouldalso collect
details about various informal
sectors—suchasbrickkilns,agri-
culture labour, stone crushing,
constructionwork, sugarcane
cuttingorsugar factory—where
themigrantworkers areheaded
alongwith their children. For in-
stance,theappshowedthatfrom
PalgharasonFebruary15,atotal
of5,010childrenbetweentheage
of 0 and 6 yearsmigratedwith
theirparentstobrickkilnslocated
within or outsideMaharashtra.
“Suchdatafromtheunorganised
sectorwas never availablewith
thestatebefore.Withthiskindof
data, the state can also improve
themigrantworkers’informaled-
ucational programmes and
healthschemes, andensurebet-
ter implementation of MGN-
REGA,”saidDrRajuJotkat,asen-
iorWCDconsultant.
“Theanganwadiworkersalso

have to fill up the contact num-
bersof theemployers inorderto
facilitate the tracing of themi-
grants when they shift,” said
Tiksha.With the completion of
the registrationon theapp, indi-
vidual unique identity numbers
formigrantworkers aswell as
theirkidsaregeneratedtoensure
theportabilityoftheICDSbenefits
from their original anganwadi
centres to the ones in their new
places.
Onceabeneficiarymigratesto

a new district, CDPO (Child

DevelopmentProjectOfficer)and
beat supervisors of that belt can
log intotheapp’sdashboardand
traceherthroughtheirfieldfunc-
tionaries and resume the ICDS
services forher family.However,
there have been many cases
wherethemigrantscouldnotbe
traced. FromPalghar alone as of
February15, a total of 6,462 reg-
isteredbeneficiariesmigrated,of
which 1,711 could not be found
while the tracingof 2,553others
were continuing. A total of 2,174
remainingbeneficiariesgottheir
ICDSbenefits ported, even as 21
peoplehavereturnedtotheirna-
tiveplaces.
Dr Jotkat concedes the pro-

ject’s initial limitations and re-
strictedscope,notingthatdueto
the staff shortage theMTSdoes
nothavethemechanismtotrace
migrantworkers inbigcities like
Mumbaithatwitnesshighestmi-
gration. “Wehaveplans to tieup
withthecorporationstoassistus
in tracing themigrants in cities,”
he said. Till January a total of
36,761beneficiarieswere regis-
teredontheMTSapp,whowere
markedas“potentialmigrants”in
the anganwadiworkers’ survey,
of which 23,487 actually mi-
grated.TheWCDdepartmenthas
charted a “Migration Corridor”,
whichshowsthediagramof“out-
migration” fromMaharashtra’s
six districts coveredby thepilot
project.

Rollback
chief C R Paatil, who even ex-
pressedconfidencethatitwould
be "withdrawn" in the next
Assemblysession."Ithinkthatthe
(proposed) lawmighthavebeen
framedbysomebureaucratwho
doesnotunderstandthesituation
in villages," he told The Indian
Express.
However,topgovernmentof-

ficialssaidtheBillwasmovedonly
after "consultations atmultiple
levels--attheministeriallevel,at
theleveloftheChiefMinister,and
at theCabinet level".Aseniorof-
ficial said the government had
formeda committee headedby
theChiefExecutiveOfficerof the
Gujarat Urban Development
Mission to hold consultations
withmunicipal corporations in
thestateandstudythesubjectin
detailbeforedraftingtheBill.
Theofficialexpressedsurprise

at the government yielding to
protestsbymaldharis,particularly
given the detailed consultation
process over the Bill. "Cattle in
citiesarehardly10-15%oftheto-
tal cattle populationof the state.
Therestare invillages,andthere
isnosuch issueof cattlemenace
there.Incities,thelawisveryclear,
you can keep cattle if you have
space at home. But right now
mostmaldharisleavetheircattle
onroadsor inpublicplaces," the
official said, explaining theneed
foralegislationtoensurecattlein
citiesweremanagedbetter.
Before that, onMarch29, the

BhupendraPatelgovernmentre-
versedadecisiontoensurepower
supply for the agriculture sector
for eight hours daily, from six
hours. In turn, it imposed a
mandatoryweeklyholidayforthe
industrysector.
Thedecisionwas takenafter

farmersheldwidespreadprotests
over erratic power supply in the
firstweek of March.While the
stategovernmentsuppliespower
at less than 60paise per unit to
farmers, the industry is charged
approximately Rs 8 per unit. As
theprotestsspreadtomostparts
of the state, the government on
March29announcedeight-hour
powersupplyforfarmers.
Thenextday,citinga500MW

shortage in supply, the govern-
ment announced amandatory
weekly off for industries, stag-
gered across different districts.
This in turn led toprotestsby in-
dustries.TheGujaratChamberof
Commerce and Industry, saying
the industrywasnot consulted,
demandedpostponementof the
order for a fortnight, to provide
the industry tomakealternative
measures.
Director (Technical) H P

KothariofGujaratUrjaVijNigam
Limited (GUVNL), the state dis-
com, told The Indian Express:

"Due to summer, thepowerde-
mandhasshotupsuddenly.There
isalsodemandforelectricityfrom
agricultural users becauseof the
harvestingseason."
Gujarat currently has over

37,000MWof installed electric-
ityproductioncapacity,including
15,400MWgenerated through
renewableenergy,whichofficials
said has huge fluctuations. The
peakdemandinGujaratoscillates
between18,000-19,000MWin
summer.Renewableenergysup-
plyhashugevariations.anumber
of gas-fired power plants in
Gujaratarenon-functionaldueto
highcostofgasandpowerplants
operatingoncoalisfunctioningat
lowplantloadfactororPLFdueto
shortage of coal. So currently,
Gujaratisbuyingelectricityfrom
the power exchanges at higher
costs as the peak demand in
Gujarat has shot up to 20,000
MWalreadythistimeduetoearly
summer. The state has been
strugglingwithcoalshortageand
inadequateelectricitygeneration
sinceOctober2021.
GujaratEnergyMinisterKanu

Desaisaidtheyhadheldmeetings
withUnionEnergyMinister RK
Singh,RailwayMinisterAshwini
Vaishnaw and Coal Minister
PrahladJoshi,toensure"adequate
coal supply, availability of rakes
for transport and to ensure that
the thosewhohaveentered into
PPAs (power purchase agree-
ment) with us continue to de-
liver".Desaisaidthedecisionson
power supply are taken by the
EnergyDepartment under him.
"It is forourdepartmenttoman-
age the power demand andwe
cannot approach the Chief
Ministereverytimethereisacri-
sis,"hetoldTheIndianExpress.
Thethirddecisionrolledback

by the governmentwas regard-
ingthePari-Tapi-Narmada(PTN)
linkingproject. FinanceMinister
Nirmala Sitharamanhad said in
herBudgetspeechonFebruary1
that detailed project reports
(DPRs) for five river-linkingproj-
ects, including PTN,were ready,
indicatingapushfromtheCentre
forexecution.
OnMarch28, followinga se-

ries of protests by tribals, largely
ledbyCongressMLAfromVansda
AnantPatel,adelegationledinci-
dentallybyGujaratBJPpresident
PaatilmetSitharamanandUnion
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Shekhawattoseeksuspensionof
thePTNproject.
Paatil at the time told The

Indian Express that the project
"didnothave the consent of the
MaharashtraandGujaratgovern-
ments" andwas thereforebeing
suspended.However, records in
theMinistry of Jal Shakti show
thattheDPRforitwasreadiedin
2015andwasmodifiedincontin-
uous consultationwithGujarat
officialsandtheChiefMinister.
A report by the National

WaterDevelopmentAgencyun-
der the ministry says: "Chief
Engineers-levelMeetingwasheld
atGandhinagaron9thFebruary,
2017, for firmingupofmodifica-
tionsandtorevisetheDPRofPar-
Tapi-Narmada Link Project." It
also records ameetingwith the
"ChiefMinister,GujaratState, on
31.12.2016",whereitwasdecided
to explore the techno-economic
feasibilityofprovidingapipeline
system insteadof opencanal for
main canal of the link. Vijay
RupaniwastheCMatthetime.
AnExecutiveSummaryonthe

ministry'swebsiteontheproject
also cites a letter, dated January
18, 2017, by the Secretary,
Government of Gujarat, to the
National Water Development
Agencytoexplorethepossibility
suggestedbytheCMwhilerevis-
ingtheDPR.
BJPMLAfromDangVijayPatel

whohaddemandedthatthePTN
project be scrapped told this pa-
per, "It is anoldproject thatwas
conceivedduringCongress rule.
Wehadobjectedtotheprojectin
2010 aswell. It is clear that the
projectwillbeimplementedonly
ifthereisconsentofbothGujarat
andMaharashtrastates."
State Tribal Development

MinisterNareshPatel said there
was"noquestionofimplementa-
tionoftheproject".BeittheBJPor

Congress at the Centre, the "BJP
government (in Gujarat) has
made representations while
keeping tribals together andnot
allowed it (the project) tomove
forward",saidNaresh.
But on March 29, Water

ResourcesMinister Rushikesh
Patel told theGujarat Assembly
that "political turnof events" led
to theproject being suspended.
"As tribalswere not in favour of
implementingtheproject,were-
questedtheCentretosuspendthe
project,"hesaid.
Paatil says the project was

startedduring the timeof Prime
MinisterManmohanSingh."They
got a survey done. He (Singh)
signed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), com-
pletedentireprocess.Butwhenit
wasannounced,tribalsopposedit
andthatit iscausingthemharm.
And therefore,wemade repre-
sentationtothePMandalsomet
Amitbhai (Shah)...Wewill get it
(theproject)cancelledafter(nec-
essary)process."
Theproject proposes to sup-

plywaterfromthewater-surplus
regions ofWesternGhats to the
scarce regions of Saurashtra-
Kutchby linking the three rivers
ofPar(whichoriginatesinNashik,
Maharashtra), Tapi in South
GujaratandNarmada.Anofficial
from the Water Supply
Departmentsaidthelinkproject
hascontinuedtoremainonpaper
despite theDPR. "Noofficials or
technicalexpertswereappointed
to execute theproject. Theproj-
ectremainedrestrictedonpaper
till the government decided to
suspendit,"theofficialsaid.
One other decision takenby

theCentrewhichwasputonhold
followingpushbackfromGujarat
was the hike in GST from5per
cent to 12 per cent on textile
goods. Tobe implemented from
January 1, it was suspended in
Decemberlastyearfollowingrep-
resentationsfromtheFederation
of Surat Textile Traders'
Association through the South
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
andIndustry.TheSuratchamber
arguedthatthetextileindustryin
Surat, that employs around 15
lakhpeople fromBihar, Odisha,
UttarPradeshandRajasthan,and
runs around seven lakhpower-
looms, would be hit. The daily
business turnover of the Surat
textile trading industry is be-
tweenRs150-200crore.
Askedif therewasacommu-

nication lag between the state
governmentandparty,leadingto
arethinkondecisions,Paatilsaid:
"Thereisnosuchgap.Weworkin
coordinationwitheachotheron
all subjects. There is no issue on
whichwehadtostepback."

PM
Yojanaetcarehelping inmaking
medical treatment accessible to
all. Ayushman Bharat Digital
HealthMissionwillmakemore
facilities available to patients.
Through Ayushman Bharat
Health InfrastructureMission,
modernandcriticalhealthcarein-
frastructure is being created at
districtandblocklevels,"hesaid.
Expansionof themedicaled-

ucation infrastructure, he said,
will result in the countrygetting
a recordnumberof newdoctors
in future. "Besides dozens of AI-
IMS, scores of super-speciality
hospitals are being built in the
country today.Thetargetofhav-
ingamedicalcollegeineachdis-
trict of the countryor theefforts
tokeepthemedicaleducationaf-
fordablewill give the country a
recordnumber of doctors in the
comingdays,"hesaid.
ThenewhospitalinBhuj,with

100 super-specialty beds, has
been set up by theKutch Leuva
PatelSamaj,anorganisationofthe
LeuvaPatelsub-castegroupofthe
Patidar community. The PM,
however, cautioned that though
thegovernmentisupgradingand
expanding healthcare facilities
across the country, even adding
lakhsofhospitalbedsmaynotbe
sufficientifpeopledonotadopta
healthylifestyleandtakepreven-
tive steps like cleanliness, physi-
calexercise,practisingyoga.
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The strength of crores of workers
and labour-force of the country is

becoming the backbone of New
India. The bright future of the nation

is linked to their social security.
- Narendra Modi

unorganised workers join the national database

“One Nation One Ration Card” ensures food security for
migrant workers; now ration can be collected from any of
the 5 lakh Fair Price Shops across the country
Pradhan Mantri SVANidhi Yojana provides easy micro-credit
to street vendors; Rs. 3.2 thousand crore disbursed to
30 lakh street vendors till now
Workers’ skill enhanced under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana; prior learning also given recognition
Honour of Pension through Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi
Maandhan scheme; monthly assured pension of Rs. 3000;
so far 46.5 lakh unorganised workers join
Relief reaches the workers during COVID pandemic, 4621
Shramik Special Trains, 5 Kg free ration made life easy
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Government of India

27 crore unorganised workers
e-SHRAM; get a new identity
“One Nation One Ration Card”
igrant workers now rati

29 Labour Laws simplified and
Social Security Fund for 38 cro
27 crore unorganised workers
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Police action against
ex-Mayor, Delhi BJYM
head in CM home attack

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

EIGHTMENwhowere arrested
andlaterreleasedonbail incon-
nectionwiththeattackonChief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s resi-
dencewereonFridayfelicitated
at theDelhi BJPoffice byparty’s
stateunit chief AdeshGupta.
Gupta garlanded the eight,

who are members of the
Bharatiya Janata YuvaMorcha
(BJYM), BJP’s youth wing, and
tweeted, “Eight workers of BJP
YuvaMorcha, whowere jailed
while protesting against anti-
Hindu Kejriwal, got bail by the
court after 14 days.Welcoming
these young revolutionaries in
thestateofficetoday.Eachofour
workerswillalwaysfightagainst
theanti-Hindu forces.”
AAPMLAAtishilashedoutat

the BJP, saying they had sent a
message to its workers across
thecountry that theywill be fe-
licitatedif theyindulgein“hooli-
ganismandvandalism”.
“Just like BJPmakes a list of

hooligans in their party, AAP
makes a list of learned people.
Our leaders like Kejriwal ji are

from IIT, Sisodia ji a senior jour-
nalist,RaghavChaddaaCA...our
PunjabMLAs have 12 doctors,
seven lawyers. The BJP on the
other hand has a list of hooli-
gans,” shesaid.
She said the country no

longer wants the “Bharatiya
GundaParty” but rather a party
full of learnedpeople.
BJP spokesperson Praveen

ShankarKapoorhitback,saying
Atishi is from a party which
made someone who hurled
shoes at the HomeMinister an

MLA.Hewasreferring to Jarnail
Singh once hurling a shoe at
Congress leader P
Chidambaram. "These people
were protesting against the CM
insulting Kashmir Pandits, but
Kejriwal put pressure to get
themarrested,"heclaimed.
OnMarch 30, severalmem-

bersof theBJYM, ledbyitspres-
ident Tejasvi Surya, broke
through police barricades and
slammed the main gate of
Kejriwal’s residence. Many of
themwere captured on CCTV

breaking the boombarrier, and
kicking and banging the main
gate before throwing red paint
onit.Theprotestwasinresponse
to Kejriwal’s comments on The
Kashmir Filesmovie, which is
basedontheexodusofKashmiri
Pandits in theearly1990s.
TheDelhiHighCourt,earlier

this week, granted bail to eight
accused who had been picked
up in police raids onMarch 31.
Theaccusedhadapproachedthe
HCaftertheirbailpleasweredis-
missedbya trial court.

AtDelhi BJPoffice, eightwho
‘attacked’ CMhomegarlanded

Theeightmenwere felicitatedbytheparty's stateunitchiefAdeshGuptaonFriday(left);
AAPMLAAtishi said theBJPhadsentamessageto itsworkersacross thecountry that they
willbe felicitated if they indulge in ‘hooliganismandvandalism’. Express

Hindu Sena plants
saffron flags near
JNU, cops remove
them, take action

Themembersof theHinduSenaputupsaffronflagsand
banners thatread ‘BhagwaJNU(saffronJNU)’. AmitMehra

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

THREE PEOPLE have been
'bounddown'bypolicehoursaf-
termembers of theHindu Sena
putupsaffronflagsandbanners
that read ‘Bhagwa JNU (saffron
JNU)’near the JawaharlalNehru
University campus. This comes
days after violence broke out at
thevarsitybetweentwogroups
of students from the ABVP and
Leftoutfits.
DCP (Southwest) Manoj C

said, “Today(Friday)morning, it
came to our notice that a few
flags and banners were put up
on the road andadjoining areas
of JNU. Acting promptly, these
were seized and a case under
section 3 of Delhi Prevention of
Defacement of Property Act
2007was registered.During in-
vestigation,factual/scientificev-
idencewas collected, and three
persons involved in the offence
were bound down as per legal
procedure. The vehicle used in
commission of the offence has
been seized. Further investiga-
tion ison.”
OnSunday,violencehadbro-

kenoutoncampusbetweenLeft
activistsandABVPmembers.The
formerallegedtherehadbeenan
attempt to stop non-vegetarian
food from being cooked and
served in theKaveri hostelmess
while the latter claimed there
was a bid to disrupt a Ram
Navami puja in the samehostel.
The administration had on
Mondaysaidthe“scuffle”hadbe-
gunwith some students object-
ingtotheholdingof‘havan’inside
the hostel. Left outfits have said
thatthiswasuntrue.
As the posters and banners

came to light on Friday, Hindu

Sena national president Vishnu
Guptasaid, “InsidetheJNUcam-
pus, saffron and Hindutva are
constantlybeing insulted.This is
unfortunateandwrong.Wesaw
thisonRamNavamitoo.Whydo
thesepeoplehatesaffron?Saffron
is...asymbolofourcultureinthe
entire country, not just in JNU.
Hindutvaisourculture.Thepeo-
pleofthecountryshouldnothave
anyobjection to saffronbecause
the SupremeCourt has also said
thatHinduisourcultureandit is
our duty to safeguard it. Those
whoaretroubledbythisareanti-
nationals.Ifsomeonehasaprob-
lemwith India’s culture, thenhe
canleavethecountry.”
Reactingtotheactionbypo-

lice,Gupta said, “I havebeen in-
formed that threemembers of
our outfit, including the vice-
president,wereapprehendedby
police.Policehaveactedinhaste
here.This iswrong.Noproperty
hasbeendefacedordamagedby
putting up saffron flags. There
was no lawand order situation.
Peopleroutinelyputsaffronflags
in frontof theirhouses, shops. It
is a symbol of our culture and
AkhandBharat.”
He added that by removing

the flags, police have disre-
spectedtheConstitution: “Even
police should not be in such a
hurrytotakedownsaffronflags.
Saffron is not a symbol of terror
that the police are showing
haste. It is the rightof the lawto
protect saffronandHindutva.”
In a video clip, the outfit’s

vice-presidentSurjitYadavsaid:
“HinduSenawillnottoleratein-
sults tosaffronandcantakeany
drastic step to oppose this… In
JNU,saffronhasbeeninsultedby
opponents... on a regular basis.
Hindu Sena iswarning them to
mendtheirways.”

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

DAYS AFTER eightmembers of
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha(BJYM)werearrestedfor
allegedlybargingthroughpolice
barricades and banging on the
main gate of Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwal’s residence, the
Delhi Police have ‘bounddown’
twomorepersons, includingthe
formerNorthDelhiMayor.
An officer from the Delhi

Police headquarters said North
district police bound down Jai
Prakash, formerMayorofNorth
Delhi, who represents Sadar
Bazar ward, and Delhi BJYM
president Vasu Rukhar a few
days ago under Section 41A of
the CrPC. “They were called to
CivilLinesfromwheretheywere
released after documentation,”
a seniorpoliceofficer said.
AsperCrPCSection41A,apo-

lice officermaynot arrest a per-
sonaccusedofanoffencepunish-
able up to seven years till he
continues to join the probe.
However,hecanarresttheperson
if he fails to appear for investiga-
tionorforreasonstoberecorded
thatintheopinionofthepoliceof-

ficerheoughttobearrested.
When contacted, councillor

Prakash told The Indian Express
that hewas performing his du-
ties as per the directions of his
party (BJP). “It was a peaceful
protest of BJYM and I was just
controllingthecrowd.Butpolice
summonedme... I..wenttoCivil
Lines police station fromwhere
Iwas released,”hesaid.
Police have collected raw

footage from the spot and iden-
tified15morepersons,anofficer
said.“Police,duringinvestigation,
found video footage which
shows Lok Sabha MP Tejasvi
Surya,alongwithBJYMworkers,
protestingoutsidetheCM’sresi-
dence.Hewasseenwithprotest-
erswholaterindulgedinvandal-
ism. Police are taking legal
opinionandcollectingmoreev-
idence,” theofficersaid.
Earlier, DCP (North) Sagar

Singh Kalsi had identified the
eight arrested men as
Chandrakant (27), Pradeep
Tiwari (27), Raju Singh (28),
Jitender Bisht (40), Naveen
Kumar (38), Bablu Kumar (35),
NeerajDixit(25)andSunny(21).
Theywere identified based on
CCTV footageand technical evi-
dence recovered from the spot.
Theyhavebeenreleasedonbail.
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GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

WITHDAILY Covid cases cross-
ingthe300-markforthesecond
day in a row in the capital, dis-
trictauthoritieshaverampedup
testing, contact tracingandvac-
cinationcampaigns.
According to senior officials,

randomCovidtestingwillrestart
atMetrostationsandplacesthat
seehighfootfalllikemarkets,bus
stopsandrailwaysstationsafter
theDDMAmeetingonApril 20.
A senior official from the
Southeast district said they are
expecting fresh guidelines will
be issued, whichwill reimpose
fines fornotwearingmasksand
enforcementdrives.
“Presently, we are following

ICMR guidelines. We have
alerted the district surveillance
officerandSDMstocloselymon-
itor positive cases in thedistrict
and start contact tracing. Once
contacts are traced, theywill be
immediately kept under home
isolation,” said theofficial.
Theofficialadded:“Casesin-

creased after the fine for not
wearing masks was revoked
(fromApril1)...Amidsttherisein
cases,weexpectfinestobeback.”
The Northwest district has

also ramped up testing in gov-
ernment dispensaries and de-
ployed mobile vans to boost
communitytesting.“Testsnever
stopped, only the numbers de-
clinedowingto fewercases.We
have also instructed health
teams to boost random testing
atcrowdedplaces,”saidasenior
official fromthedistrict.
The official said home isola-

tion andmicro-containment of
positivecasesarealreadyinplace.
Themodusoperandiofthehealth
teamsistoanalysethenumberof
casesandcomeupwithaplanfor
areas that seea spike. Later, they
deploymobilevans for tests and
makeannouncementsinsuchar-
easregardingtesting,hesaid.
“Duringthepeak,wehadde-

ployedmobilevansandenforce-

ment teams for testing and con-
tact tracing in 8-10 locations. It
was reduced to 4-5when cases
came down. Now,we have de-
cided to increase them to 10-12
nextweek.Vaccinesandbooster
dosecampaignsareinfullswing.
Fromnextweek,wewill imple-
mentstrictenforcementofmeas-
uresthatwereinplaceduringthe
omicronwave,”addedtheofficial.
An official from Shahdara

district also said they have in-
creased testing centres and
startedmicro-containinghouses
withmore thanonecase.
Traders, meanwhile, raised

apprehensions on the spike.
Ashok Randhawa, president,
Sarojini Nagar Mini Market
Association, said: “Ever since the
government lifted fines, 80%
shoppers don’t wear masks.
Random checking and testing
should restart becauseourbusi-
ness is just gettingbackon track
andmarkets and traders are the
firsttosufferwhencasesgoup.”
As per the daily health bul-

letin, the city has 683 contain-
ment zones while 685 people
areunderhome isolation.

VIBHAATTRI&
AAMIRRAZA

WHENAAPwona landslide vic-
tory in the 2015 assembly elec-
tions, one of its key promises
was to transform government
schools.Sincethen, thepartyhas
not disappointed on this front,
regularlycomingupwithvarious
schemestoimprovethequalityof
education.Sincecomingtopower,
the AAP government has allo-
catedamajorpartof itsbudgetto
theeducationsector—allocation
for 2022- 23 is Rs 16,278 crore
(23%),thehighestever.Inpart3of
this series, Lokniti-CSDS’s study
ontheurbanpoortriestotapinto
how slum residents assess the
conditions of schools that their
childrengoto.

Status of school going
children in slums
Big cities have always been

hotspots for rural migrants in
search of better livelihood op-
portunities, and a huge propor-
tion live in slums. For children
livinghere,ahostof issuesaffect
theireducation.Thestudyshows
that 8%of school going children
in slums are not enrolled in any
school (Table 1). Eight in ten are
enrolledinagovernmentschool
and 7% in private and about 3%
of the families reported that
some of their children are en-
rolled in a government school
andsomeinprivate.Closetotwo
inten(19%)householdsreported
that the children in their house
werestudyinginprivateschools
under theeconomicallyweaker
section (EWS)quota.

Assessment of
condition of schools
Overallthereisapositiveper-

ception about the conditions of
both private and government
schools in the capital (Table 2).
However, households having
childrenenrolledingovernment
schoolsweremore likely to say
thattheconditionsoftheschools
in the last 2-3 years have im-
proved.Nearlyeightof everyten
reportedan improvement inthe
conditionofgovernmentschools

in Delhi, while six of every ten
householdswithchildreninapri-
vateschoolthoughtthecondition

ofschoolstohaveimprovedinthe
lasttwo-threeyears.
Thestudyalsofoundthatthe

childrenenrolledingovernment
schoolsarelikelytogetmorefacil-
ities than those admitted in pri-

vate schools. Nearly 65%house-
holds having a child in a Delhi
governmentschoolreportedthat
he or shewas getting lunch and
basic educational facilities like
uniform, books and stationery.
There can be low reporting of
mid-day meal since when
schools closed due to Covid, the
schemecametoahalt.However,
ithasresumedsinceApril1.

Non-enrolment and
dropouts

Though the majority of the
households stated that their
childrenareenrolledinaschool,
many children in the slums
have to drop out and are de-
privedofeducationduetomul-
tiple factors. Three per cent of
households reported that their
children are both studying and
working (Table 3). Another 3%
reported that children had to
drop out of school to support
their family financially,andone
intenreportedthatthechildren
leftstudiesduetootherreasons.
School closure from March
2020made online education a
necessity, resultinginmanystu-
dents missing out a year from
school due to lack of smart-
phones and laptops. Close to
two in ten households having
children under the age of 18
yearsreportedthatchildrenhad
tocompletelystoptheirstudies
in the last one to two years be-
cause of not having access to a
mobile or a laptop.
While the AAP government

has brought visible improve-
mentinmanyspheresofeduca-
tion, focused steps are required
to tackle the problems of non-
enrolment and dropout among
schoolgoingchildren inslums.

Theauthorsareresearchersat
Lokniti-CSDS,Delhi.Forthestudy,
1,080 people spread across 55
slums covering all 11 districts of
Delhi were interviewed using a
structured questionnaire by
means of face-to-face interview
method.Theinterviewswerecon-
ducted by trained field investiga-
tors for threemonths (November
2021 to January2022).

NON-ENROLMENT,DROPOUTSREMAINACONCERN

Theperceptionof schools in thecapital,particularly thoserunbythegovernment,has
improved,astudybyLokniti-CSDSof over1,000people in55slumsshows

Thestudyalso foundthat thechildrenenrolled ingovernmentschoolsare likely togetmore
facilities thanthoseadmitted inprivateschools.Archive

Online schooling hit urban poor the
hardest, 1 in 5 homes say kids missed a yr

Promising cheap flight tickets, duo
take DU professor, others for a ride

Hit by stray bull, 55-yr-old
woman dies in Noida

300+COVIDCASESFORSECONDDAY INAROW

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS are not
increasingso there isnoneed to
panic,saidChiefMinisterArvind
Kejriwal on Friday, adding that
the capital has increased its re-
sources to be able to handle an
increase inCovidcases.
His statement comes after

Delhi has been seeing an in-
creaseinitsCovidpositivityrate.
Thecityrecorded366freshcases
—over300fortheseconddayin
a row— and a positivity rate of
3.95%from9,275testsonFriday.
“We are keeping a close eye

onrisingcasesofCovid.Hospital
admissionsarenotincreasing,so
thereisnoneedtopanic.Nothing
toworryaboutasofnow,”hesaid.
HealthMinister Satyendar

Jain also said all hospitals have
beenaskedtobealertamidstin-
creasing cases: “The Delhi gov-
ernment is closelymonitoring
the situation anddoes notwant
to take any risk.We have com-
pletelyoverhauledourhealthin-
frastructure. Alongwith this, all

hospitals have been advised to
remain alert amidst increasing
casesofCovidinDelhi.Toprevent
the spread of the virus, the gov-
ernment is carrying out contact
tracing of Covid patients. At the
same time, RT-PCR testingwill
also be increased, if needed. To
prevent the spreadof Covid, the
government is working on the
principleof test,traceandtreat.”
TheDDMAwillmeetonApril

20todiscusstheriseincasesand

measures tobetakentocontain
its spread.
According to a government

statement, it has planned to in-
crease100oxygenbedsinevery
ward of Delhi in twoweeks “if
cases increase” and that “the
Delhi government plans to pre-
pare65,000beds,sothatnoper-
sonhas to face shortageof beds
inanemergencysituation”.
It also stated that if cases in-

crease, it will implement the
homeisolationsystemonceagain.
“Atpresent,theDelhigovernment
has a capacity of 1,363.73MTof
oxygen,includingLiquidMedical
Oxygen Storage, LiquidMedical
OxygenBuffer, andPSAplant. At
thesametime, themedical insti-
tutionhasthecapacityofoxygen
cylinders of up to 217 metric
tonnes. Apart from this, 6,000D
type cylindershavebeenkept in
reserveforemergencyuse.Earlier,
oxygen refillingcapacity inDelhi
was limited to 1,500 cylinders a
day, but now the two cryogenic
plantswithacapacityof12.5MT
will be able to fill an additional
1,400jumbocylinderseveryday,”
saidthestatement.

Hospitalisations low,
no need to panic: CM

Monitoringrise incases,
saysKejriwal.ANI
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A55-YEAR-OLDwomandiedaf-
terbeingattackedbyastraybull
outsideherresidenceinNoida’s
Phase1.Police said the incident
tookplaceFridaymorningwhen
the woman, Mamta Sharma,
stepped out to buy food for her
children.
She was walking towards a

shopwhenastraybull charged
ather andattackedherwith its
horns. She fell to the ground,
and even as locals rushed to
help her, the bull attacked her
again and Sharma collapsed.
Shewas then taken to anearby
hospital,whereshesuccumbed
toher injuries.

Sharma is survived by her
husband Rajeshwar and their
threeminorchildren.Rajeshwar,
whoworks as a tailor, told the
police that his wife had left the
children at home, and gone out
to buy food and groceries. The
family lives in Harola, andwas
informedbythepoliceaboutthe
accident.
A senior police officer from

Phase1said,“Wereceivedinfor-
mation around 9 am about the
incident.Ateamwassenttovisit
the family at the hospital. The
familyhasnotraisedanyallega-
tions.Thebodyhasbeensentfor
anautopsytoconfirmthecause
of the death.We have recorded
statements of locals in the area
and are conducting further in-
vestigation.”
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POLICEHAVEarrested twomen
for allegedly running a fake on-
line flight ticket booking racket
andcheating severalpeople, in-
cluding a Delhi University pro-
fessorwho had booked a flight
to Canada to attend an official
programme.
Police said one of the ac-

cused, Pravin Tiwari (34), was
picked up during his engage-
ment in Bahraich and the other
accused, Rohit Kumar, was ar-
rested fromUP.
According to police, the DU

professorapproachedtheCyber
NorthpolicestationonMarch29

alleging that hewas cheated by
the duo who posed as travel
agentsonadigitalplatform.
Theprofessortoldpolicethat

oneofhisstudentsputanonline
enquiry for the ticket on the
website. “Thewoman (student)
received several calls on her
number from the accused pos-
ingastravelagents.Theyoffered
heragooddealandsenthertick-
ets onWhatsApp. The accused
managed to cheat theprofessor
ofRs1.49lakh.Thecomplainant
later checked with the airline
andfoundhisticketswerefake,”
saidanofficer.
DCP(North)SagarSinghKalsi

said his team registered a case
and found that the accused are
involvedinothersuchcases.“We

sentteamsto3-4statesandcon-
ductedseveralraids.Wespotted
them in CCTV footage and sent
teams to Punjab’s Zirakpur but
theaccusedmanagedtoflee.We
then received information on
FridaythatTiwariwasgettingen-
gagedathishometownandsent
ateamthere,” saidtheDCP.
The twowere arrested and

brought to Delhi. During ques-
tioning,thementoldpolicethat
theymet inPune in2016where
they both worked as travel
agents. Police said the duo con-
tacted users whomade travel
enquiries.Theywouldoffergood
prices and book tickets online.
Later,theywouldcancelthetick-
ets and block the contact num-
bersof thevictims, saidpolice.
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HIGHLEVELSof ammonia in the
Yamunadisruptedwaterproduc-
tion and supply toparts of Delhi
Thursday, before itwas restored
Friday.Thelevelofammoniawas
around 5.8 parts per million
(ppm), as per theDelhi Jal Board
(DJB). Consequently,water pro-
ductionwas reduced at Chand-
rawal,OkhlaandWazirabadwa-
ter treatmentplants (WTPs) that
drawwaterfromtheriver.
A communication from the

DJBhadsaidsupplywouldbedis-
ruptedinareasincludingpartsof
South Delhi, Civil Lines, Kamla
Nagar and adjoining areas,
SangamVihar, areas under the
NewDelhi Municipal Council,
and Patel Nagar, on Thursday
evening and Friday morning.
Waterproductionwasrestoredto
normallevelsbyFridayafternoon.
TheDJB’sWTPscantreatam-

monia up to a level of 1 ppm.
Chlorineisusedtoremovesmall
amounts of ammonia from raw
water, but the compounds
formedbytheadditionofexcess
chlorinecanbeharmful.TheBIS
standard forammonia indrink-
ingwateris0.5ppm.Therelease
of industrial effluents and or-
ganic waste into the river can
causea rise inammonia levels.
ADJBofficialsaidtherelease

of water fromWazirabad can
helpdilute ammonia levels and
reduce it to the concentration
thatcanbetreatedbytheplants.
Technology at Chandrawal

andWazirabadWTPs is being
upgradedtotreathigherlevelsof
ammonia,asperanotherDJBof-
ficial. At the ChandrawalWTP,
ozonation,which involves treat-
ment of ammonia using ozone,
willbeused,andthesystemisbe-
inginstalled,hesaid.
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GUEST TEACHERS of Delhi gov-
ernment schools and the All
India Parents' Association have
got together tostartacampaign
to identify thosenot enrolled in
school and help themwith ad-
missions.
TheAll IndiaGuestTeachers’

Association has identified 675
venues inwhich toconduct this
campaignbasedon inputs from
teachersonwherethereislikely
to be a sizable number of chil-
dren,mostly slumareas.
Their campaign started on

April 14, a school holiday be-
cause of Ambedkar Jayanti, and
teacherssaid that theywill con-
tinuewith adoor-to-door iden-
tificationexerciseonholidays.
"I had gone to the Shashi

Garden slum area on Thursday.
Whilewehadnot coveredall of

it, we identified 60 children in
one day, mostly younger chil-
drenwhohadnotbeenenrolled
atall.Mostof themhavehad is-
sueswith producing the neces-
sary documents. We will be
workingwiththeAIPAtofindso-
lutions to help them get en-
rolled,"saidShoaibRana,aguest

teacher.
"We are going to galis and

askingparents if theyhavechil-
drennot in school and if so, find
out the problem and try to find
asolutionforit.Wehavestarted
inaround40camps,butwewill
beconductingthisexerciseinall
theidentifiedvenues,"saidSunil
Shastri, another teacher.
Ashok Agarwal, National

PresidentAIPA,saidtheyarecol-
laborating to bring together the
interestsofbothchildrenandthe
issues of guest teachers. There
are 22,000 guest teachers in
Delhi.
"Wehaveaskedthemtohelp

bring in children aged 3-18 out
ofschool…increasedenrolment
will alsomeanthat thedemand
for teachers will give them a
higher chance of job security.
Teachersarethebackboneofthe
education system, if they come
to the forefront, they can do
wonders,"hesaid.

High ammonia
in Yamuna
briefly hits
water supply

Govt to set
up panel to
revise auto,
taxi fares

Campaign to track kids not in
school, help them get admission

Thecampaignhasbeen
startedbyguest teachers
andparents.Archive

Gurgaon: Amid a recent
surge in Covid cases in
Gurgaon, the additional
chiefsecretary(ACS)health,
Haryana, held a review
meetingwithdistricthealth
departmentanddistrictad-
ministrationofficialsFriday.
TheACSdirectedofficialsto
ramp up testing to over
3,000-3,500 a day and in-
creasevaccinationbysetting
upcampsinschoolsforkids
above 12 years. Gurgaon
Friday reported 150 cases,
takingtheactivecaseloadto
589. 2,588 testswere con-
ductedinthepast24hours,
asperdatafromthedistrict
healthbulletin.ENS

GURGAONTOPUSH
VACCINATION
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Districts ramp up
testing, tracing again

TABLE 1

CHILDREN ENROLLED IN:

TABLE3

SLUMCHILDRENANDEDUCATION

TABLE2

CONDITIONOFSCHOOLS (BY THE
TYPEOFSCHOOL) (%)Government

school
82%

Private
school
7%

Both
government
andprivate
3%

Don’tgo
toany
school
8%

■Hasimproved
■Sameas
before
■Has
worsened

79

62
26
11
12
7

Note:Restdidnot respond

Note:Rest are thosewhosaidnoordidnot respond

Governmentschool Privateschool

Completelystoppedtheir studies inthe last twoyears fornothavingmobile 19%
phone/computer
Left schoolingmidwayforsomereason 10%
Notenrolled inanyschool 8%
Worksalongwithstudies 3%
Lefthis/herstudies toearnmoney 3%

DOYOUHAVEANYCHILDRENUNDER 18 YEARSWHO… YES
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DAYS AFTER autorickshaw and
taxiunionsinthecapital threat-
enedtogoonanindefinitestrike
demanding subsidy on CNG
prices, Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot Friday said the
government is considering set-
ting up a committee to revise
autoandtaxi fares inDelhi.
“Due to rising fuel prices,

auto/taxi unions have been de-
manding revision of fares. The
ArvindKejriwal-ledgovernment
understands their concerns. A
committeeshallsoonbeconsti-
tuted by the transport depart-
ment,anditshall furnishitsrec-
ommendationsinatime-bound
manner,”Gahlot tweeted.
Following the hike in CNG

prices,taxiandcabunionsstaged
protests on April 8 demanding
slashing of prices, and theDelhi
autorickshawunionprotestedon
April 11demandinga subsidyof
Rs35perkgonCNG.For thesec-
ondtimethisweek,autoandcab
unions like Delhi Auto Sangh,
Delhi GraminUnion, Delhi Taxi
TouristTransportersAssociation,
SarvodayaDriver Association of
Delhi, Expert Driver Solution
AssociationandSarvodayaDriver
WelfareAssociationhavegivenan
ultimatumtothecentralandstate
governmentstoreviseprices,fail-
ingwhichtheysaidtheywouldgo
onanindefinitestrike.
Despite Gahlot’s assurance,

the auto union refused to back
down. “Wedonotwant the fare
to be revised or hiked since this
will leave us with fewer cus-
tomers.Withan increase inauto
fares, green tax, among other
taxeswill increase.We drivers
have already faced huge losses
amidthepandemic.Ourdemand
remainsthesame—subsidyofRs
35perkgof CNG,” saidRajendra
Soni,president,DelhiAutoSangh.
Headded, “Wewill continue

our protest; there will be a
chakka jam fromMonday for
twodays.Wealsohaveotherde-
mands like scrapping compul-
sory online classes that every
driver has to takeduring the fit-
nessrenewalprocess,startingof-
flineservicesatBurarialongwith
onlinefacelessservices,reducing
penalty for late fitness (test).”
Theautodrivers’unionalsois-

suedanotice:“Pleasedon’tbring
your vehicle outside onApril 18
and19during thestrikeassome
anti-socialelementscoulddam-
age them. Please stay at home
andprotestagainsttheCNGprice
hikeandgovernment.”
CNGpricewashikedbyRs2.5

and currently costs Rs 71.61 per
kg. This is the third price hike in
Apriland11thsinceMarch7.Auto
faresinDelhiwerelastrevisedin
2019 and officially notified in
2020.Currently,autofareinDelhi
is Rs 25 for the first two kmand
thereafter Rs 8 per km for every
additionalkm.

Fakecall
centrebusted,
22arrested
for jobfraud
Gurgaon:PoliceonFriday
said they busted a fake
call centre and arrested
22 people, whowere al-
legedly involved in dup-
ingpeopleon thepretext
of offering them job op-
portunities in multina-
tional companies. Police
saidaraidwasconducted
onThursdayafteratip-off
on the call centre being
run from a plot in Udyog
Vihar.Policerecovered27
mobile phones, 21 CPUs,
a laptop, Rs 38,000 cash
and some fake appoint-
ment letters from
the possession of the ac-
cused. Subhash Boken,
spokesperson, Gurgaon
police, said the accused
obtained information of
potentialjobseekersfrom
online portals and estab-
lishedcontactwith them
overemail.

UGCTwitter
handlehacked,
policefileFIR
NewDelhi:Days after the
official Twitter handle of
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) was
hackedand24,000spam
messages tweeted, the
Delhi Police has regis-
tered an FIR and are try-
ingtotracethoserespon-
sible. TheSpecialCell has
lodged an FIR under IT
Sections 66 and 66-C af-
ter they received a com-
plaintfromoneAbhishek
Kumar Anand, an IT con-
sultantwith theSwayam
ProjectofUGC.ENS

BRIEFLY

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 9,745 9,686
ICU BEDS 2,197 2,182

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
11,022

NOIDA
Apr 14 Apr15

Cases 44 43
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 147 150
Deaths 0 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 51
OXYGENSUPPORT 10
VENTILATORSUPPORT 1

DELHI TOTAL
CASES
18,67,572

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
April14 325 224 0 12,022
April15 366 209 0 9,275
Total 1,072* 18,40,342 26,158 3,75,40,826
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi
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KARNATAKA RURAL Develop-
mentandPanchayatRajMinister
K S Eshwarappa submitted his
resignation from the Cabinet to
ChiefMinisterBasavarajBommai
on Friday, days after an FIRwas
registered against himover the
deathofacivilcontractorwhohad
leveled allegations of corruption
againsthim.
Aday after he announced in

hishomedistrictShivamoggahis
decision to quit the Cabinet, the
senior BJP leader drove to
Bengaluru–accompaniedacaval-
cadeof supporters–Fridaynight
to deliver his resignation to the
ChiefMinister.
Addressingsupportersbefore

leavingforBengaluru,heclaimed
hewasreadytoresignassoonas
hewas linked to thedeathof the
civilcontractorSanthoshPatil,40,
on April 12 but had been dis-
suadedbyChiefMinisterBommai
andotherpartyleaders.
OnhiswaytoBengaluru,dur-

ing a stopover at Lingayat
Siddaganga Mutt in Tumkur,
Eshwarappa expressed confi-
dence that truth regarding the
corruption allegationsmade by
the civil contractor prior to his

death“willcomeouttodayorto-
morrow”after thepolice investi-
gation. “The question that now
arises is that Santhosh Patil said
hehasdoneworkworthRs4crore
and that Eshwarappa's people
soughtacommission.Areplyhas
beengiven regarding this by the
state government itself to the
Centrethatnosuchworkhasbeen
done. It has been said that there
wasno technical approval or ad-
ministrativeapprovalforthework
andtherehasbeennosupervision
bythedepartment,”hesaid.
“Weneed to find outwho is

behindthisconspiracy?Areindi-
viduals involved?Isthereapolit-
ical party or organisation in-
volved?The truthwill comeout
todayortomorrow,”hesaid.
CivilcontractorSanthoshPatil

was found dead in a lodge in
UdupionApril12.Heissuspected
tohaveconsumedpoison,andthe
policeareinvestigatingitasasus-
pectedcaseofsuicide.Priortohis
death, he had accused
Eshwarappa and twoassociates
ofnotreleasingpaymentsforroad
workworthRs4crore,whichhe
carriedout atHindalga village in
Belagavi,anddemandinga40per
centcommission.
Earlier on Friday, Chief

MinisterBommairuledoutthear-
restofEshwarappaasdemanded
by the opposition Congress. “In
myview,whenIseethedevelop-
ments,thewaytheworkhasbeen
doneandthepaymentsclaimed,
the full investigationswill exon-
erate Eshwarappa— as he be-
lievesitwould,”Bommaisaid.
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IN A strongmessage to China,
DefenceMinisterRajnathSingh
hassaidthatifharmed,Indiawill
not spare
anyone, as
he asserted
that India
underPrime
Minister
Narendra
Modi has
emerged as
a powerful
countryand
is headed to
be among the top three
economiesof theworld.
Singh, in his address to the

Indian-Americancommunityin
San Francisco, also sent a subtle
message to the US that New
Delhidoesnotbelieveinadiplo-
macy of “zero-sum game” and
its relationshipwith one coun-
try cannot be at the expense of
theother.
He was here to attend the

India US 2+2 ministerial in
Washington DC. Thereafter, he
travelledtoHawaii formeetings
atIndoPACOMheadquartersand
then toSanFrancisco.
At a reception hosted in his

honourby the IndianConsulate
in San Francisco, the Defence
Minister told the gathering
about the valour shown by
Indian soldiers on the border
withChina.
“I cannot say openly what

they (Indian soldiers) did and
whatdecisionswe (the govern-
ment) took. But I can definitely
say that amessage has gone (to
China) that Indiawill not spare
anyone, if India is harmed.
(Bharat ko agar koi chherega to
Bharat chhorega nahi),” the
DefenceMinister said.
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PRIME MINISTER Narendra
ModionFridayspokewithgen-
eralsecretaryof theCommunist
party of VietnamNguyen Phu
Trong and exchanged views on
regional and global issues, in-
cluding the ongoing crisis in
Ukraineand thesituation in the
SouthChinaSea.
Intheirtelephonicconversa-

tion, the two leaders expressed
satisfaction over the rapid pace
ofwide-rangingcooperationun-
der the India-Vietnam
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership which was estab-
lished during Modi's visit to
Vietnam in 2016, the Prime
Minister'sOffice(PMO)said ina
statement.
They complimented each

otheronthe50thanniversaryof
theestablishmentofdiplomatic
relationsbetweenthetwocoun-
tries.
“Spoke with General

SecretaryofCommunistPartyof
VietnamH.E.NguyenPhuTrong
today.Weexchangedviewsona
range of bilateral, regional and
global issues andagreed topro-

mote closer cooperation in our
economic,tradeanddefenceen-
gagement,”Modisaidinatweet.
Modi also reiterated

Vietnam'simportanceasanim-
portant pillar of India's Act East
Policy and Indo-Pacific Vision,
andsoughttoenhancethescope
of the bilateral relationship, be-
sides working for expeditious
progressonexisting initiatives.
The primeminister also re-

questedforgreaterfacilitationof
marketaccessforIndia'spharma
and agri-products in Vietnam,
thePMOstatement said.
Modihighlightedthehistor-

ical and civilisation links be-
tweenthetwocountriesandex-
pressedhishappinessonIndia's
involvement in restoration of
Chammonuments in Vietnam.
The leaders agreed to enhance
defence partnership between
thetwocountries,thePMOsaid.
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STUDENTORGANISATIONS are
supposed to be anti-establish-
ment, but they should not raise
voices of division and speak
aboutthecountry’sculturewith
disgust, RSS general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale said on
Friday.
“Every student organisation

willbeanti-establishment.There
isnodoubtaboutit.Everygener-
ationhas raised its voiceagainst
establishedpower.Lekinwodesh
ketukdetukdekarnewalatonahi
honachahiye(Butthatshouldnot
be shaped by the idea of balka-
nising the country). It can’t be
with the objective of spreading
hate in society. It can’t be about
speakingofthecountry’sculture

withdisgust. Is it thereforcreat-
ing anarchy? Is it for shedding
bloodinthecountryinthename
of revolution?Will there be any
revolution by killing your own
people?” Hosabale said, while
addressing a gathering of ABVP
workers at an event to release a
book,DhyeyayYatra, thatchron-
icles the student organisation’s
journey.
Former Chief Election

Commissioner Sunil Arorawas
thespecial inviteeat theevent.
HosabalesaidABVPworkers

had sacrificed their life to “stop
those in universities whowant
to bring revolution through the
barrel of the gun. In Kerala, in
Andhra, inTelangana.”
His statements come at a

time when there have been
clashesinJNUovernon-vegetar-
ianfoodduringNavratraandifa

havan could be performed. The
statementsmakeaveiled refer-
ence to allegations that “Bharat
tere tukde honge” sloganswere
raisedon JNUcampus in2015.
“Student movements have

contributedgreatlytotheworld.
They have contributed in the
freedomstruggleofmanycoun-
tries... But today some forces
wanting to divide the country
are raising voices. They look at
this society and its culturewith
disgustandareworkingagainst
thecountry,”hesaid.
HosabalesaideventheABVP

wants change and that every
student community wants it.
“But what is the form of that
change? So,with a creative and
positive attitude,wewill deter-
minewhat we need to do per-
sonallyandalsoadvisethosesit-
ting inpower,”headded.

MESSAGETOCHINA

MAYURAJANWALKAR
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APUBLICinterest litigation(PIL)
filed in the High Court of
Bombay at Goa has challenged
the decision of the Goa
Government to accord the life-
time Cabinet status to former
chiefministerPratapSinghRane
in January.
The PIL filed by lawyer Aires

Rodrigueshasurgedthecourtto
quash the January7notification
that had conferred the “lifetime
statusoftherankofCabinetmin-
ister”toRaneandcontendedthat
thedecisiontakenbytheminis-
tersinthepreviousCabinet“was
mademalafide,incolourableex-
erciseofpowerandwithtearing
hurryforpoliticalpatronage,and

wasthus,bad in law”.
Goa Chief Minister Pramod

Sawant had said: “Rane has
completed50years as a legisla-
tor.TheCabinethasdecidedthat
in future also, those who com-
plete50yearsandholdpostslike
CM and Speaker, like Rane, will
begiventheCabinetstatuseven
after their retirement.”
Amid uncertainty over for-

merGoa ChiefMinister and 11-
time legislator Rane contesting
the legislative Assembly polls
held in thestateonFebruary14,
the BJP government in Goa had

inJanuarydecidedtogrant“life-
long Cabinet status” to the
Congressveteran inrecognition
of his service to Goa over 50
yearsasa legislator.
The announcement came at

atimewhenRanehadnotmade
up his mind to back out of the
elections. The Congress had al-
readydeclaredhimitscandidate
from Poriem that he had never
lost.Ultimately,Ranewithdrew
his candidature and his daugh-
ter-in-lawDeviyaRanewonthe
seatonaBJPticket,witharecord
margin.
ThePILstatesthatsinceRane,

a Congress candidate, “was ca-
pable of toppling the ruling
party’s apple cart in Poriem, a
malafide strategywas adopted
by the BJP to offer him a carrot
not tocontestelections”.

Plea in HC against lifetime
Cabinet status to Goa ex-CM
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CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CJI) NV
RamanaFridaysaidheismaking
efforts to fill up vacancies at all
levelsof thejudiciary, insistingit
isessential forimprovingaccess
to justice.
CJIRamanasaidtheperform-

ance of the justice delivery sys-
tem, likeallotherorganisations,
mustbeassessed in termsof ef-
fectivenessinachievingitsgoals,
“which is timely justice as con-
templated in theConstitution”.
“The most crucial issue af-

fecting the Indian judiciary, and
particularly the subordinate ju-
diciary, is the issueofpendency.
Iunderstandthatyourfunction-
ing is adversely affected due to
lack of infrastructure and large
number of judicial vacancies.
However, I assure you that I am
givingmy best to address these
issues on priority,’’ he told judi-
cial officersataconference.
Strengthening the subordi-

nate judiciary is the needof the
hour,headded.
The CJI pointed out that in

case of Telangana, the strength

of HighCourt has gone up from
24to42.
“The working strength has

goneupfrom12to29.AfterIas-
sumedoffice, so far, 17 freshap-
pointments have beenmade,’’
he said.
He saidhe isworking to cre-

atestatutory judicial infrastruc-
ture at the national and state
level andwill be hosting a joint
conferenceof Chief Justices and
Chief Ministers towards April
end.
Addressing the judicial offi-

cers, he said: “The greatest
strength of the Indian judiciary
isthefaithofpeople intheinsti-
tution.Beingthecourtof firstin-
stance,it isyourresponsibilityto
ensure that the litigants remain
satisfied.”

Doing my best to fill
up vacancies: CJI

Chief Justiceof India
NVRamana. File

OM PRAKASHTHAKUR
SHIMLA,APRIL 15

TOMARKHimachal Day, the Jai
RamThakur government Friday
announced 125 units of free
power,50percentdiscountinfare
forwomen onHRTC buses and
freewaterforruralconsumers.
Thakurmadetheannounce-

mentswhile presiding over the
75th state-level Himachal Day
function in the historic town of
ChowganinChambadistrict.The
state is scheduled to go to polls
inDecember thisyear.
TheCMsaid that50per cent

discount on HRTC bus fare for
women will put a burden of
aboutRs60croreonthestateex-
chequer. He said consumers us-
ingupto125electricityunitswill
not be charged anything from
July 1.With this decision, about
11.5lakhconsumerswillgetben-
efitofaboutRs250crore.Earlier,
thislimitwas60unitspermonth.
Thakur also announced that

nowaterbillwillbechargedfrom
familieslivinginruralareas.This
willprovide financialbenefitsof
Rs30crore toall rural families.
Thakur’s announcements

drew flak from the AamAadmi
Party which accused him of
“copying” the “Arvind Kejriwal
model of governance” in New

Delhi.Addressingapressconfer-
ence inDelhi, seniorAAP leader
Manish Sisodia said the
HimachalPradeshgovernment's
announcements ahead of
Assemblypollsinthestatearean
attempt to “hoodwink” people,
as the saffron party has always
said it is “completely” against
freebies like freeelectricity.

AHEADOFASSEMBLYPOLLS INDECEMBER

RajnathSingh

Modi, Vietnam leader
hold talks on Ukraine,
South China Sea

PMNarendraModi. File

Student bodies should not raise
voices of division, says Hosabale

KARNATAKACONTRACTOR’SDEATH

If harmed, India
will not spare
anyone: Rajnath

PUNJAB LIKELY TO
ANNOUNCE FREE
POWER TODAY
HAVINGTAKENseveralpeo-
ple-centricdecisions inone
month of its rule, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment led by Chief Minister
BhagwantMann is prepar-
ingtoannounce300unitsof
power free for each house-
holdinthestateonSaturday,
the day it completes one
monthinthestate.
Thegovernmentand its

officialshavebrainstormed
on the issue in Delhi last
week.The freepower isex-
pected to cost the state ex-
chequer between Rs 4,000
andRs5,000croreperyear,
over and above a fat bill of
over Rs 10,000 crore to-
wardspowersubsidy.ENS

Bus discount, free
power up to 125
units in Himachal

Pratap
Singh
Rane

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,APRIL 15

BEFORE EMBARKING on a 300-
km drive from Shivamogga to
Bengaluru on Friday to submit
hisresignationlettertoBasavaraj
Bommai, Karnataka Rural
Development Minister KS
Eshwarappaclaimedthathewas
ready to resign earlier but the
chief minister had asked him
twicesinceApril 12 towait.
Eshwarappais intheeyeofa

storm in connection with the
deathof a40-year-oldcivil con-
tractor in a lodge in Udupi on
Tuesday. Thecontractorhadac-
cused him of corruption. “I was
readytoresignaftertheincident
but Chief Minister Bommai
askedme towait. A day later, I
wassettoannouncemyresigna-
tion but was asked to wait
again,” said the 73-year-old BJP
veteran, who had said on
Wednesdaythathewas“notgo-
ing to resignatanycost”.
Sources in theparty said the

delay in getting Eshwarappa to
resignwas because a section in
the BJP was defending him,
claiming that forcing out the
ministerwouldhurtthepartyas
he is a prominent Other
BackwardClass (OBC) leader.
Thefactionalisminthesaffron

party goes back at least two
decadeswhenarivalrydeveloped
betweenLingayat strongmanBS
YediyurappaandBrahminleader
HN Ananthkumar, who had
strongcentralconnections.
Theinternecinebattleforsu-

premacy led to the arrest of
Yediyurappa for corruption in
2011andhisexitfromtheBJPthe
following year. After Narendra
Modi and Shah ascended to
power in Delhi and following
Ananthkumar’s death in 2018,
Yediyurappamanagedtobriefly
re-establish his hold in the
Karnataka BJP. But he fell out of
favourwith the central leader-
ship in the run-up to the 2018
Assemblypolls.
BJP leaderssaidEshwarappa

hadbeenprojectedas someone

whocould takeonYediyurappa
eventhoughhefinishedthirdin
Shivamogga—wherebothwere
born — in the 2013 state elec-
tionsbehindaKJPcandidate.

LizMathewadds:TwoBJPlead-
ersfromKarnatakasaidthefaction
opposingEshwarappa’s resigna-
tioneven tried to convinceparty
national president JPNaddaand
UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
about thepotential blowbackof
such amove innext year’s state
elections.
Butafterpartygeneralsecre-

taryArunSingh,thecentralfunc-
tionary in charge of Karnataka,
talkedtoseveral leaders, theBJP
leadership made it clear that
Nadda would not like to “face
embarrassing questions from
themediaduringhisvisit to the
state”forastateexecutivemeet-
ing on Saturday and Sunday. A
state leader said the leadership
“minced nowords to convey to
theministerthathehastoputin
hispapers”. FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

Resignation latest chapter
in feud among BJP leaders

Eshwarappa quits, says truthwill come out

KSEshwarappa inBengaluruonFriday. PTI

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

NUGGETS FROM PAST
SPEAKINGATanABVPeventonFriday,RSSgeneral secretary
DattatreyaHosabalealludedtohisnamehavingbeenacciden-
tallydroppedfromthelistofpastABVPgeneralsecretaries.He
said itwas the right thing to do as he had become one acci-
dentally. As the audience began laughing, Hosabale said, “I
thoughtSunil ji (formerCECSunilArora)hasmadeyoulaugh
somuchandif Idon’t,youwillrememberonlyhisspeech.”He
thennarratedanincidentwhereanABVPworkerwas ina
printingpress,gettingabookassociatedwithSanghworkpub-
lished.Amanworkingontheprintingmachineofferedhima
drink atmidnight, saying, “Take it, youwill stay in spirit.”
HosabalesaidtheABVPworkertoldtheman,“Thepictureyou
seeon the coverkeepsmyspirit high.” ThecoverhadBhagat
Singh,SubhashChandraBoseandVivekananda. “This ishow
ABVPhascreatedhistory,”Hosabalesaid.

FOR A CAUSE
UNIONMINORITYAffairsMinisterMukhtarAbbasNaqvion
FridaydonatedRs1,000totheBJPattheparty’scentraloffice
atPanditDeenDayalUpadhyayMarg.Thiswasthefirst time
hemadea“micro-donation’’ throughtheparty’sNaMoapp.
In an attempt to inspire people tomake similar donations
through the app, he said it is themicro-donations thatwill
“strengthentheparty”. Incidentally, theministerdonatedRs
1,000donationnotforanyschemeinhisownministry,butfor
WCDMinistry’sBetiBachaoBetiPadhaoscheme.

THE GUESTS
PAKISTAN’S JUNIORDavis Cup team is currently in India to
participate in the final qualifying event being held in New
DelhifromApril11to16.PakistanHighCommission’sChargé
d’ Affaires Aftab Hasan Khan hosted the team at the High
CommissiononFridayforanIftardinnerandinteractedwith
them.

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

RUSSIA HAS started supplying
somecomponentsof thesecond
regiment of the S-400 Triumf
missiledefence systemto India,
people familiar with the devel-
opmentsaidonFriday.However,
theyaddedthatsomeofthecrit-
icalpartsandsystemsofthereg-
imentareyet tobedelivered.
“Russiahasstarteddelivering

somecomponentsof thesecond
regiment of the S-400missile
system. Not all key parts of the
regiment have been supplied
yet,” saidasource.
The supplies came amid in-

creasing concerns inNewDelhi

over possible delays in the sup-
ply of majormilitary hardware
to India byRussia in viewof the
crisis inUkraine.
It is understood that the

components supplied included
simulatorsfortrainingpurposes.
ThesourcessaidIndiaantici-

pates somedelays in delivery of
someofthemainpartsofthesec-
ondregimentinviewofthecrisis
inUkraine.Someofthepartsthat
havebeendeliveredarefortrain-
ingpurposes, theysaid.
Russiahadstarteddeliveryof

the first regiment of themissile
inDecember.
The missile system has al-

ready been deployed in such a
waythatitcancoverpartsof the
borderwithChina in thenorth-

ernsectoraswell as the frontier
withPakistan.
It is learnt that the issue of

India-Russiadefencetiesfigured
duringRussian ForeignMinister
SergeyLavrov'svisit to India two
weeks ago. Lastmonth, Russia
saidtherewillbenoimpactofthe
Western sanctions against it on
the supply of S-400 systems to
India.“AsregardstheS-400deal,
berestassuredthat itwillnotbe
impacted in anyway. It is a 100
surety,” Russian Ambassador
DenisAlipovhadsaid.
InOctober2018,Indiasigneda

$5billiondealwithRussiatobuy
fiveunitsoftheS-400missilesys-
tems,despiteawarningfromthe
USthatgoingaheadwiththecon-
tractmayinvitesanctions.

Russia starts delivery of 2nd lot
of S-400 missile components

READY FOR LAUNCH
ThesixthandfinalScorpenesubmarineofProject-75named ‘Vagsheer’at theMazagon
DockShipbuildersLimited(MDL), inMumbaionFriday.TheMDLwill launch ‘Vagsheer’on
April20,officials said. PTI

New Delhi
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DFCCIL will be adopting Light Detection and Ranging
Survey (LiDAR) technique using Laser enabled
equipment mounted on a Helicopter for conducting
ground survey for the preparation of Detailed Project
Report for the proposed 1115 km East Coast
Dedicated Freight Corridor. This corridor will originate
in Kharagpur in the state of West Bengal & traverse
through Odisha & terminate in Vijayawada (Tenali) in
Andhra Pradesh.

GAIL has launched a digital initiative ‘#PowerOfGreen’
as part of its Hawa Badlo movement which will attempt
to mobilize collective effor ts to improve the deteri-
orating air quality by encouraging sustainable and env-
ironment friendly lifestyle habits. GAIL, as a
responsible corporate, believes in building a safer,
healthier and environment friendly world for everyone.

WAPCOS and Zimbabwe Power Company signed an
Agreement recently for Project Management
Consultancy for Hwange Life Extension Project. It is a
920 MW Thermal Power Station at Hwange; which is
the largest in Zimbabwe and meets country’s almost
40% of power demands. The total value of services to
be rendered by WAPCOS is US$ 5 million. The project
will benefit the people of Zimbabwe by assuring
continuous power and bring more prosperity to the
country. WAPCOS is a technology driven Consultancy
and Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC)
organization in the areas of Water Resources, Power
and Infrastructure Development.

PUNJABI ACCADMY A programe was organised on
Baisakhi by Punjabi accadmy from 8th April 2022 to
10th April 2022. The programe as organised in
Dilli Haat. Eminent personalities like Ram Nivas Goel
(Secretary Delhi Legisletive assembly), Gernel Singh
(Mla Tilak Nagar), Rajesh Rishi MLA, Girish Soni
MLA were chief guests.. In this programe culture
of Punjab was highlighted which was liked and
praised by people.

'Jigyasa - The Quest for Knowledge', a quiz competition
organized by IndianOil was launched by the M/o PNG &
Housing and Urban Affairs, HS Puri in Delhi recently. SM
Vaidya, Chairman, IOC was present on the occasion.

QUIZ COMPETITION - INDIANOIL

Central Reserve Police Force celebrated ‘Valour Day’ by
paying homage to the Bravehearts who laid down their
lives at the altar of duty. In a solemn ceremony, K Singh,
DG CRPF, paid rich tributes to the Martyrs of the Force.

CELEBRATION- CRPF

EIL and Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board have
signed a MoU for carrying out Capacity Assessment of Nat-
ural Gas Pipelines. Under the MoU, EIL shall be providing
niche services for assessing capacities of NG Pipelines.

MoU - EIL

Oil India signed an Incubation Agreement with the Start-up
Ohm Clean Tech Private Limited recently, for Design, Inte-
grationandDevelopmentof9-MHydrogenFuelCell powered
e-Bus, and a Liquid Organic Hydrogen Carrier solution.

AGREEMENT – OIL INDIA

Arvind took over Ward 36 Va-
sundhara, Ghaziabad, councillor
has been working relentlessly to
make his ward a better place. The
young councillor’s appointment
was seen as a welcome and long
overdue change towards more
political representation for the
ward. The ward has been neglected earlier by various ad-
ministrations. The many neighbourhoods that come
within the ward required basic infrastructure — from
drinking water to connectivity to sanitation, issues that
Chaudhary has been solving during his tenure.

GOOD WORK – COUNCILLOR

RITES recently entered into a MoU with Tata Steel to synergise
their expertise. RITES & Tata Steel would collaborate to offer
services in the railway rolling stock exports & enhance infrastr-
uctural capabilities for buildings, airports, urban engg. & IT.

MOU - RITES

J Mukherjee, working with POW-
ERGRID represented India and
won the Bronze medal at the Inter-
national Para TT Championship
held at Egypt. He is a two-time Na-
tional Champion & has repre-
sented India at Para Asian Cham-
pionship in Taiwan, Asian Games - Indonesia, International
Championship- Amman, Jordan. He has won Gold Medal
more than 20 times in Inter CPSU TT tourneys conducted
under aegis of Ministry of Power, Government of India. POW-
ERGRID has been at the forefront of promoting its employees
and fostering their talents be it sports, art or culture.

AWARD- POWERGRID
NFL AB Patil has taken
over charge of Dir
(Mrktg) of fertilizer major,
NFL. Prior to joining NFL,
Patil was serving as ED
(Mrktg) in Mumbai based
fer tilizer PSU, RCF. A
Science graduate from
GND University Amritsar,
Patil holds an MBA in Marketing & Personnel
Management from Sivaji University, Kolhapur,
Maharashtra. He has over 32 years of work experience in
Marketing and Personnel Management in the Fertilizers
Industry.

KRIBHCO VSR Prasad has
been appointed as the
Marketing Director of
Krishak Bharati Coop-
erative Limited (KRI-
BHCO). He assumed the
office from 1st April 2022.
Prior to his appointment as
Marketing Director, he was
working as Executive Director (Coop. Relations and
Marketing). Prasad has done his Masters in Business
Administration with specialization in Marketing discipline.
He has 34 years of experience in various capacities in
Marketing Division of KRIBHCO.

APPOINTMENTS

ONGC has been conferred with the ‘Best Overall Perfor-
mance Award’ in 'Upstream/Midstream Sector’ for oil and
gas conservation activities during Saksham-2021. ONGC
CMD Dr Alka Mittal received the award.

AWARD- ONGC

GC CRPF Imphal hosted Inter GC/BN (Adm/Ops) Yoga
Competition-2022 of Manipur & Nagaland, Sector. Di-
nesh Commandant,GC CRPF, Langjing, Imphal was the
chief guest of the Closing Ceremony.

YYOGA COMPETITION - CRPF

PNB announced the launch of Cardless Cash With-
drawal and Virtual Debit Card. The new services were
launched by AK Goel, MD & CEO of PNB, at the Bank's
head office in New Delhi.

LAUNCH- PNB

Convocation is being held recently. During the event, ap-
prox. 4, 500 Members are being awarded Certificate of
Membership and Rank holders of CA Final Examinations
will also be awarded Rank Certificates.

CONVOCATION - ICAI

NBCC has been awarded with the works of protection of de-
fence Lands at various locations across India by “Directorate
General DefenceEstates ”.A MoUwas inked by S Mohan,Dy.
Asst. DG (Lands) & P Sharma, CGM (Engg.), NBCC.

MOU- NBCC

‘International Conference on Hydropower and Dams Devel-
opment for Water & Energy Security – Under Changing Cli-
mate’ isbeingorganised recently.GS Shekhawat,Minister for
Jal Shakti inaugurated the conference virtually.

CONFERENCE - THDCIL

Honorary Consular Corps Diplomatique-India (HCCD-In-
dia) presented the Medal of Honour for the year 2022 to
Madusudan Agrawal, Hon Consul of Uganda and Co-
Founder & Vice Chairman of Ajanta Pharma Ltd. for merito-
rious & outstanding services rendered towards the consular
activities in India. The award was handed over by Meenakshi
Lekhi, M/o State Foreign External Affairs & Culture.

AWARD - HON CONSUL OF UGANDA

NDMC has organised a Group Art Exhibition for two weeks at
New Delhi. As many as 75 contemporary senior artists, art
students not only from Delhi but from all across the Country
are participating with their 250 creative in the exhibition.

EXHIBITION- NDMC

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI, APRIL 15

GOA CHIEF Minister Pramod
Sawant on Friday said that pro-
moting theHindi languagewill
notonlykeep India’soneness in-
tact but also help us realise the
dreamof 'AkhandBharat'.

Speaking at
the 8th
International
Hindi
Conferenceheld
in Panaji on
Friday, Sawant
said: “Wetalkof
unityindiversity
andthedreamof
Akhand Bharat
that we have
nursed... We

have moved ahead with this
dreamand this dreamhas been
madeintorealitybyPMNarendra
Modi. It is important topromote
Hinditostayunitedindiversity.”
TheCMisalsotheministerfor

OfficialLanguageinthestate.
He added that along with

Hindi, all regional languages
wouldbepromotedinGoa.“The
Goa bench of the BombayHigh
Court carries out its work in
English. Those who go to seek
justice, for them the court pro-
ceedings should also be in
Konkani... Itwill beour endeav-
ourtomakeKonkani,alongwith
English, the language for court
proceedings.Wewillwritetothe
High Court over this,” the CM
added.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL 15

A POPULAR Front of India (PFI)
leader was hacked to death in
front of his father in Kerala’s
Palakkad district on Friday, po-
lice said.
A Subair, 44, the right-wing

outfit’sElappullyareachief,was
killed barelymetres away from
the local mosque in Elappully
where he and his father,
Aboobacker, had gone to offer
the congregational Friday
prayers,police said.
The PFI has blamed the

killingon theBJP and Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), an
allegation the BJP leadership in
Palakkadhasdenied.
In signs of a revenge killing,

however, Palakkad
Superintendent of Police P R
Vishwanadh said the car aban-
doned by Subair’s killers was
“prima facie” found registered in
the name of slain RSS leader S
Sanjith. Sanjithwas killed in the
same area onNovember 15 last
year, in a strikingly similarman-
ner—by car-borne assailants, in
front of hiswife. The killingwas
blamedonthePFIanditspolitical
offshoot, the Social Democratic
PartyofIndia(SDPI),withthepo-
lice chargesheeting 10 PFI-SDPI
meninFebruarythisyear.
Police said Subair and

Aboobacker had just started for
home on a bike when a car hit
them. The assailants then
hacked Subair multiple times
and fled, leaving thecarbehind,
thepoliceadded.
A local resident rushed

Subair to the district hospital
wherehewasdeclareddead.
Aboobacker, who is being

treated for injuriesat thehospi-
tal,toldthepolicehissonhadpo-
liticalenmitywithRSSmembers
in thedistrict.
SP Vishwanadh said:

“However, at this stage,wecan-
not saywhether it is a political
murderornot.Onlyaftereffect-
ing the arrest of the alleged ac-
cused, the motive behind the
murder could be ascertained.
Prima facie, the assailants
seemed to have moved to the
nearbystate (TamilNadu).’’
PFI state president C P

Muhammed Basheer has
blamedtheRSS,saying“thecon-
spiracy behind the (Subair's)
murder is clear”.
“Bykilling a local PFI leader,

RSS wants to foment commu-
nal trouble. During the Ram
Navami celebration, RSS had
unleashed attacks onMuslims.
InPalakkadalsotheyhadissued
provocativestatements.RSShas
targetedapersonwhocameout
of the mosque. Strong protest
should be raised from all quar-
ters against RSS terrorism,’’
Basheer said.
Denyinghisparty'sortheRSS

involvement, BJP Palakkad dis-
trictpresidentKMHaridassaid:
“Themurder is part of PFI-SDPI
conspiracy to shatter the peace
in thedistrict. BJPworkers have
noroleinit.Wewouldnotallow
PFI-SDPI bid to foist themurder
onSanghParivarorganisations.’’
Meanwhile, police have

soundedanalertacrossthestate
topreventfurtherretaliatoryat-
tacks. SP Vishwanadh said spe-
cial control roomswillbesetup
andnightpatrol intensified too.
In December last, BJP leader

RanjithSreenivasanwaskilledin
Alappuzha,barely12hoursafter
the killing of SDPI leader K S
Shan in thesamedistrict.

AYODHYA VISIT
Vice-PresidentMVenkaiahNaiduat theRamJanmabhoomisiteduringhisvisit toAyodhya
onFriday.Heofferedprayersat thetemplesite.TheVice-Presidentwasalsogivenadetailed
presentationontheconstructionof theRamtemple. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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EIGHT PERSONSwere arrested
on Friday for allegedly setting
twohousesof aMuslimmanon
fire inAgra.
According to the police, the

arsonwas carried out bymem-
bersofDharmJagranSamanvay
Sangh, a local right-wing outfit,

to demand the arrest of one
Sajid,whoallegedlyelopedwith
aHinduwoman.Thepolicesaid
the woman had gonewith the
manoutofherownwillandher
statement was yet to be
recorded.
A booth in-charge has been

suspended,whiletheroleof the
Sikandra police station SHO is
beingprobedinconnectionwith
thecase.

Atthetimeoftheincident,no
familymember was inside the
house."Wereceivedinformation
thatsomepersonssetablazethe
houseof aman inRunaktaarea.
They alleged that he had kid-
nappedagirlanddemandedhis
arrest. Four days ago, theman
andthewoman,of twodifferent
religions,hadgonetogether.We
havetracedthewomanandfur-
ther investigation is on," said

AgraSSPSudhirKumarSingh.
According to police, the

woman lives in the vicinity and
was known to Sajid (22). The
family members and locals in
the area alleged that Sajid had
kidnapped theminor four days
ago. The police said theminor
wasinfactanadultandhadgone
withhimwillingly.
Avideolateremergedonso-

cialmedia inwhich thewoman

could be heard saying that she
had gonewith Sajid out of her
ownwill and that no one else
wasresponsibleforthedecision.
The woman, following the

complaint of her familymem-
bers, was traced by the police,
but due to court holidays, her
statementcouldnotberecorded.
Locals in the area, mean-

while,stagedprotests,demand-
ingSajid's arrest.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL 15

TWOYOUNGSTERS–whosefam-
ilies claimthat theyareminors–
have been booked for allegedly
playinga“pro-Pakistan”songata
grocerystoreinBareilly.Policesaid
theboys,whoarecousins,played
thesongonacellphone.
OnThursday,apoliceteamin-

formed the familymembers of
boththeboysaboutthematter,af-
terregisteringanFIR.
“The families claim they are

bothminors.We collected their
education certificates andwill
verifyfromtheirschool,”saidapo-
lice officer. No arrests havebeen
made.Policesaidthetwocousins
were at the shoponWednesday
when a local youth heard the
song. “Whentheyouthobjected,
the two startedverbally abusing
him,”saidtheFIR.Acasewasreg-
istered under IPC sections 153B
(Imputations,assertionsprejudi-
cial tonational-integration), 504
(Intentional insultwith intent to
provokebreachofthepeace),506
(Criminalintimidation).

Kota:Aspeedingcarranoverthree
membersof a familysleepingon
a footpath outside a hospital in
Rajasthan'sKotatownintheearly
hours of Friday, killing one of
them,policesaid.
WhileDineshBawariya(45),a

vegetablevendor,diedonthespot,
hiswifeandtheirseven-year-old
sonareundergoingtreatmentfor
critical injuries, the area's DSP,
KaluramVerma,said.Theincident
tookplacearound1amonFriday,

Vermaadded.
The driver,MahendraArora,

had abandoned the car on the
spot and fled butwas arrested
later, SP (Kota city) Kesar Singh
Shekhawatsaid.
Hewas booked for culpable

homicide under sections of the
IPC and further investigation in
thematterisunderway.
Thebodywashandedoverto

family members after post-
mortem,thepolicesaid. PTI

PFImanhacked
todeath, cops
soundalert
Carusedbykillers registered inname
of slainRSS leaderSSanjith, saysSP

Kota: 1 dead as car runs over
family sleeping on footpath

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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SUSPECTEDMILITANTSshotdead
asarpanchinPattanareaofnorth
Kashmir's Baramulla district on
Friday,policesaid,thefourthsuch
attack ongrassroots representa-
tivesintheValleythisyear.
Political parties have con-

demnedthekilling,whichcomes
less than two weeks ahead of
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
visit to Jammu,where he is ex-
pectedtoaddressmembersofthe
PanchayatiRajInstitutions.
Police saidManzoor Ahmad

Bangroo,whowas the sarpanch
of Goshbughvillage,wasnot as-
sociatedwithanypoliticalparty.
“In this terror crime, he re-

ceived critical gunshot injuries
andwas immediately evacuated
tonearbyhospital for treatment.
However, doctors declared him
dead on arrival,” a police state-
ment said, adding the area has
beencordonedoffandasearchis
onfortheattackers.
While condemning the inci-

dent, the Peoples Democratic
Party asked why killings of
sarpanchs in the Valley have
continued“despitemultiple se-
curityassessmentsandbundling
theminsecureaccommodations
inSrinagar”. “There seems tobe
noend insight to thebloodbath
inKashmir.Yetnothingseemsto

move GOI enough to change its
approach towards J&K,” PDP
chiefMehboobaMufti tweeted.
OnMarch12, ShabirAhmad

Mir, the sarpanch of Kulgam's
Audoravillage,wasshotdeadby
suspectedmilitants. Police said
hehadbeenstayingatahotel in
Srinagar “for security reasons”
andhad left forhisvillagewith-
out informing them. OnMarch
9,SameerAhmadBhat,whowas
the sarpanch of Khonmoh vil-
lageontheoutskirtsofSrinagar,
waskilledoutsidehishouse.On
March 2, at Kulpora village in
Kulgam, sarpanchMohammad
YaqoobDar, 52, was on hisway
homeaftertakinga roundofthe
villagewhenhewasshot.
Meanwhile, condemning

Bangroo's killing, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha said:
“Perpetrators of this despicable
act shall bepunished.Mydeep-
estcondolencestothebereaved
family in thishourof grief.”
Former J&K chief minister

Omar Abdullah tweeted:
“Another targeted killing, an-
other family in mourning this
evening. This unending cycle of
violence is heartbreaking. My
condolences to the family of
Manzoor Bangroo.May he find
place in Jannat (paradise).”
Condemning the killing, the

BJP,however,deniedreportsthe
sarpanch was affiliated to the
party.

Sarpanch shot in
J&K village, 4th
killing this year

2 ‘minors’ booked
in UP for playing
pro-Pakistan song

Protesting inter-faith elopement, mob sets 2 houses on fire
AGRA:BOOTH IN-CHARGESUSPENDED,SHO'sROLEUNDERLENS

Hindi will promote
unity, help realise
dream of Akhand
Bharat: Goa CM

GoaCM
Pramod
Sawant

KERALA

New Delhi
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DAYSAFTERclashestookplacein
Khambhat town during a reli-
giousprocessiononRamNavami
thatresultedinonedeath,thelo-
cal administrationonFridayde-
molishedover sevenkiosks and
carts in Shakarpur village on
Friday, which belonged to the
personsarrestedfortheiralleged
involvement intheclashes.
According to Anand admin-

istrative officials, 7-8 carts and
kiosks built illegally, encroach-
ingupongovernmentland,were
removed by the team of
Khambhat SDMNirupa Gadhvi
withlocalpolicearoundnoonon
Friday, amid tenseatmosphere.
Shakarpur sarpanch Dinesh

Patel, the complainant in the

communalclashescase,toldThe
IndianExpress that thecartsand
kiosks belonged to some of the
61accusedbookedbythepolice
underrioting,conspiracy,andat-
tempt tomurdercharges.
“An administrative team of

the Khambhat SDM and ban-
dobast team of the Assistant
Superintendent of Police were
presenttodaywhenweremoved
theencroachmentof illegal ‘lari-
galla’ (kiosksandcarts) fromthe
government land and had also
cleanedwild bushes and other
obstacles.Theillegalkioskswere
there for some time,” saidMY
Daxini, collector,Anand.
When asked whether the

shops belonged to the accused
in the communal clashes cases,
Daxini said, “Since 61 persons
from the village have been
booked in the case, someof the

shopsmightbelong to them.”
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Patel said, “The kiosks
used to sell cigarettes and pan
masala... All theshopsbelongto
the accused in clash cases and
oneofthem—Razzak—isinpo-
lice custody. They had also en-
croachedupongovernmentland
near thepanchayatoffice.”
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Central Information Commission
Baba Gangnath Marg

New Delhi- 110067
Date: 24.03.2022

Vacancy Notice
Applications are invited in the prescribed proforma as per Annexure- I of DoP&T OM No. AB.
14017/28/2014-Estt. (RR) dated 02.07.2015 for filling up the posts of Assistant & Personal Assistant
on Deputation (ISTC), Hindi Translator on Deputation and Staff Car Driver (Ordinary Grade) on
Deputation/ absorption (For Armed Forces Personnel on Deputation/ re-employment) basis in Central
Information Commission with the following criteria:-

Interested person may apply on the prescribed proforma duly completed in all respects and send the
application addressed to Deputy Secretary (Admn). Room no. 507, 5th Floor, Central Information
Commission, Baba Gangnath Marg, Munirka, New Delhi- 110067. The details regarding the
eligibility criteria, educational qualification, etc., Bio-data/Curriculum Vitae proforma can be
downloaded from the Central Information Commission’s website www.cic.gov.in
The last date of receipt of application is 45 days from the date of publication of the advertisement
in the Employment News.

davp 50101/11/0004/2223
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Sr.
No.

Name of the post and
Level in the Pay Matrix

Essential Eligibility Criteria Number
of Post(s)

1 Assistant Section Officer
(ASO) in Level 07 in the
pay matrix

Officers under the Central Government / state governments or Union
Territories or Public Sector Undertakings or Universities or
Recognized Research Institutions or Semi Government or
Autonomous Bodies of Statutory Organizations holding analogous
posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or department, or five years
regular service in the grade rendered after appointment thereto on a
regular basis in posts in Level-6 in the pay matrix or equivalent in the
parent cadre or department; or ten years service in the grade
rendered after appointment thereto on regular basis in posts in Level-
4 in the pay matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or Department;
and Graduation from a recognized university / Institute with two years
experience in the field of Administration or Finance or in dealing with
Right to information matters.

11

2 Personal Assistant in
Level 07 in the pay matrix

Stenographers of the Central Government/ State Government or
Union Territory Administration or Public Sector Undertakings or
Universities or Recognized Research Institutions or Semi
Government or Autonomous Bodies or Statutory Organizations
holding analogous posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or
department; or ten years service in the grade rendered after
appointment thereto on regular basis in posts of stenographers
Level-4 in the pay matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or
department.

07

3 Hindi Translator
PB-2 Rs. 9300- 34800
plus Grade Pay Rs. 4200

Officers of the Central Government holding analogous posts on
regular basis in the parent cadre or department, or with six years
service in the grade rendered after appointment thereto on regular
basis in Pay Band 1, Rs. 5200-20200 plus Grade Pay of Rs. 2800)
(Revised as per 7th CPC - Level 5 in the pay matrix) or equivalent in
the parent cadre or department, or With ten years’ service in the
grade rendered after appointment thereto on regular basis in Pay
Band 1, Rs. 5200-20200 plus Grade Pay of Rs 2400 (Revised as per
7th CPC- Level 4 in the pay matrix) or equivalent in the parent cadre
or department and Masters Degree of a recognized University or
equivalent in Hindi or English with English or Hindi as a compulsory
or elective subject or as a medium of examination at degree level; or
Masters Degree of a recognized University or equivalent in any
subject other than Hindi or English with English or Hindi as a
compulsory or elective subjects or either of the two a medium or
examination and the other as a compulsory or elective subject at
degree level or masters Degree of a recognized University or
equivalent in any subject other than Hindi or English with English or
Hindi medium and English or Hindi as a compulsory or elective
subjects or a medium of examination at degree level; and recognized
Diploma or Certificate course in Translation from Hindi to English and
vice versa or two years experience of translation work from Hindi to
English and vice versa in Central or State Government Offices
including Government of India Undertakings.

01

4 Staff Car Driver (Ordinary
Grade) in Level 2 in the
pay matrix

Regular Dispatch Rider (Group C) and Group C employees in Level-
1 in the pay matrix (Rs. 18000-56900) in the Central Information
Commission who possess valid Driving License for Motor Cars on the
basis of a Driving Test to assess the competence to drive Motor
Cards failing which from officials holding the post of Dispatch Rider
on regular basis or regular Group C employees in Level- 1 in the Pay
Matrix (Rs. 18000-56900) in other Ministries of the Central
Government who possess a valid Driving License for motor Cars;
Knowledge of motor mechanism (The candidate should be able to
remove minor-defects in vehicle); experience of driving a motor car
for at least 3 years; and pass in 10th standard.
The Armed Forces Personnel due to retire or who are to be
transferred to reserve within a period of one year and having the
requisite experience and qualifications prescribed shall also be
considered. Such persons would be given deputation terms upto the
date on which they are due for release from the Armed Forces;
thereafter they may be continued on re-employment.
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Central Information Commission
Gangnath Marg New Delhi - 110067

Date : 24.03.2022
Vacancy Notice

Applications are invited in the prescribed proforma as per Annexure-I of DoP&T
OM No. AB.14017/28/2014-Estt.(RR) dated 02.07.2015 for filling up the posts of
Sr. PPS & PPS on Deputation (ISTC)/ absorption and SO & PS on Deputation
(ISTC) basis in Central Information Commission with the following criteria:

Interested person may apply on the prescribed proforma duly completed in all
respects and send the application addressed to Deputy Secretary (Admn).
Room no. 507, 5th Floor, Central Information Commission, Baba Gangnath
Marg, Munirka, New Delhi-110067. The details regarding the eligibility criteria,
educational qualification, etc., Bio-data/Curriculum Vitae Proforma can be
downloaded from the Central Information Commission's website
www.cic.gov.in
The last date of receipt of application is 45 days from the date of publication
of the advertisement in the Employment News

davp-50101/11/0002/2223

Sr.
No.

Name of the
Post and Level

in the Pay Matrix

Essential Eligibility Criteria Number of
Post(s)

1 Sr. Principal
Private Secretary
Level 12 in Pay
Matrix

Stenographers of the Central Government/State Governments/
Union Territory Administrations/ Public Sector Undertakings/
Universities/ Recognized Research Institutions/ Semi Government
or Autonomous Bodies/Statutory Organizations: holding
analogous posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or
department; or With five years' service in the grade rendered after
appointment thereto on regular basis in the Level-11 in the pay
matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or department.

03 (01 Post on
Deputation (ISTC)
and 02 Posts on
Deputation (ISTC)
/ absorption basis)

2 Principal Private
Secretary Level 11
in Pay Matrix

Stenographers of the Central Government/ State Governments/
Union Territory Administrations/ Public Sector Undertakings/
Universities/ Recognized Research Institutions/ Semi Government
or Autonomous Bodies or Statutory Organizations:
holding analogous posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or
department; or With five years' service in the grade rendered after
appointment thereto on regular basis in the Level-10 in the pay
matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or department; or With six
years' service in the grade rendered after appointment thereto on
regular basis in the Level-8 in the pay matrix or equivalent in the
parent cadre or department

03 (02 Posts on
Deputation (ISTC)
basis and 01 Post
on Deputation
(ISTC)/ absorption
basis)

3 Section Officer
Level 8 in Pay
Matrix

Officers of Central Government or State Government or Union
Territories or Public Sector Undertakings or Universities or
recognized Research Institutions Or Semi Government or
Autonomous Bodies or Statutory Organizations holding analogous
posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or department; Or With
Eight years' service in the grade rendered after appointment
thereto on the regular basis in the level 7 in the pay matrix or
equivalent in the parent cadre or department ; and Graduation
from Recognized University & Two years' experience in the field of
administration or Finance and/or in dealing with Right to
Information matters.

08

4 Private Secretary
Level 8 in Pay
Matrix

Stenographers of the Central Government or State
Government/Union Territory Administration or Public Sector
Undertakings or Universities or Recognized Research Institutions
or Semi Government or Autonomous Bodies or Statutory
Organizations holding analogous posts on regular basis in the
parent cadre or department; or With five years' service in the grade
rendered after appointment thereto on regular basis in the Level-7
in the pay matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or department

08

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, APRIL 15

MUMBAI POLICE have arrested
four men from Nashik for al-
legedly following a 26-year-old
steelmerchantfor282kilometre
on their bike, fromMalegaon to
Mumbai,beforerobbinghimofRs
15lakhcashatknifepointinParel
lastmonth.
Accordingtopolice, thecom-

plainant, ShahrukhKhan, has a
Malegaon-basedsteel andmetal
business alongwith his father
Kayamuddin. Thepolice said the
fourhadbeen tracking thebusi-
nessman'smovements for over
twomonths till they figured he
carried cash toMumbai every
Sunday.Oneofthearrestedmen,
ArshadAnsari,wasthefirstoneto
learnthatKhanfrequentlytrans-
portscashtoMumbai.Ansarithen
passedon the information tohis
friendAmirShah,whohasahis-
toryinrobberyandsubsequently
he roped in twomorepersons—
Shahbaz Razak Pinjari (21) and
WasimSajeed(23).
"They came toknowthat the

father-sonduoalways travels by
aparticular bus," said an investi-
gator. On March 13, the com-
plainantgot into thebusat10.45
pm fromMalegaon. Ansari paid
Rs 500 and travelled inside the
cabin of the samebus,while his
three accomplices followed the

buson their bike.OnceKhangot
offatShindewadijunctiononthe
EasternExpresshighwayinParel,
thethreebike-bornemen—Shah,
PinjariandSajeed—attackedhim.
"Thecomplainantwasgettinginto
acabwhenthetwopillionriders
threatenedhimwithaknife and
triedtosnatchhisbag.Asthecom-
plainant resisted, one of them
stabbed his hand and escaped
withthebag,"saidapoliceofficer.
The trio then returned to
Malegaononbike.Khanreported
themattertopoliceonlyonMarch
19.Adacoitycaseunderrelevant
sectionsof IPCwasregistered.
WhilescanningCCTVfootage,

thepolice could see thebikebut
its registration numberwas not
clear. "However, further scrutiny
revealedAnsari,whohadalsogot
off the bus at Parel alongwith
Khan,accidentallysitonthebike
whilehis accompliceswere rob-
bing themerchant. Pinjari,who
was the driver, asked Ansari to
stayawaytoensurethathedidnot
get identified," said an investiga-
tor.Thepolicethenscrutinisedthe
dumpdataof networks thathad
appearedwithinthatarea,when
theygotAnsari's numberandhe
was arrested fromhis house in
Malegaon. The cashwashidden
underhisbed.
Duringinvestigation,histhree

accompliceswereidentified,and
theyweretracedtoSuratwherea
teamcaughtthemonMonday.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,APRIL 15

A15-YEAR-OLDtribalgirlwasal-
legedlygangrapedandhermale
friendassaultedinBirbhumdis-
trictonThursday,thepolicesaid,
adding that the minor, in her
statement, said four to fivepeo-
plewereinvolvedintheincident.
Asperpreliminaryprobe,the

girl was visiting a fair with her
friendonThursdayandwasen-
gaged in a conversation with
himwhenaboutfourtofivepeo-
ple assaulted him before drag-

ging her away to a secluded
place, by a river,where shewas
allegedlygangraped.
She somehowmanaged to

make her way home and was
later admitted to a hospital, the
police said, adding that an FIR
has been filed in connection
with the incident.
Onlearningaboutthealleged

incident, BirbhumSPNagendra
Tripathi andother senior police
officersvisitedthevillage.TheSP
alsomet the girl at the hospital.
“Aspertheprimaryinformation,
thegirlhascomplainedofbeing
gang-raped.Sheisdoingfineand

isabletospeak.Amedicalexam-
ination has been conducted on
herandthereportsareawaited.
Wewill use tower dumping to
track down the accused per-
sons,” theSPsaid.
Tower dumping technology

helps investigators obtain infor-
mation on cell phones active in
theareaaroundaparticularmo-
bile tower. Tripathi said police
artists were trying to make
sketchesoftheaccusedbasedon
thedescriptiongivenbythevic-
tim’sfriend.Theaccusedaresus-
pectedtobeoutsidersvisitingthe
fair, a seniorpoliceofficersaid.

Kolkata: A CBI team collected
samplesfromthespotwherethe

bodyofa14-year-old“gangrape”
victimwascrematedinNadia.The

agencywill reportedly conduct
DNAtestsonthosearrested.ENS

Tribal girl ‘gangraped’, male friend
assaulted in Birbhum, say police

On bike, robbers
follow merchant
for 282 km, loot
Rs 15 lakh; held

Kiosks, carts of ‘clash accused’
demolished in Gujarat town

CBI to conduct DNA test on Nadia ‘gangrape’ suspects

New Delhi
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HOPE AND CAUTION
IMDpredictsanormalmonsoon.ButIndiamusttakestepsto

meetnarrowingsupplyof fertilisers

C ROPS,LIKEHUMANS,needwaterandnutrientstosurviveandgrow.There’s
roomforoptimismonthe first,with the IndiaMeteorologicalDepartment
(IMD) predicting a normal southwestmonsoon: Rainfall is expected to be
99percentof thehistoricalaverageforthecountryduringJune-September.

Thesanguine forecast isbasedon“LaNiña” conditionsprevailingand likely to continue
throughthefour-monthmonsoonseason.LaNiñaistheoppositeofElNiño—anabnor-
mal warming of the eastern Pacific waters usually causing heavy rains around South
America, but also drought in the other western endwhose effects percolate to India.
BesidesLaNiña,whichisgenerallyfavourablefortheIndianmonsoon,theIMDiscount-
ingona“neutral”IndianOceanDipole(IOD).A“negative”IOD,whereintheeasternIndian
Oceanwaters off Indonesia and Australia turn unusuallywarm relative to thewestern
part, is consideredbadfor themonsoon.The IMDbelieves that this timetherewillbeLa
Niñaand“neutral” IOD,at least till early in theseason.
Thathope—ofa fourthconsecutivenormalmonsoon—issomewhatnegatedwhen

itcomestoplantnutrients. Indiaistodayfacingatightsupplyposition,especiallyinphos-
phatic andpotassic fertilisers, aheadof thekharif sowings thatwill startwith themon-
soon.Thecountryimportsitsentiremuriateofpotash(MOP)requirements.Whileitdoes
manufacturephosphaticandcomplex fertilisers, their rawmaterialsand intermediates
—mainlyrockphosphate,sulphur,phosphoricacidandammonia—arelargelyimported.
In the last one year, global prices of finished fertilisers and ingredients havedoubled or
trebled.ThewarinUkraine—Russiawastheworld’slargestanditsnext-doorallyBelarus
thesixth largest fertiliserexporter in2020—hasonlyworsenedthings.Hardlyanynew
importshavebeencontractedinthepast twomonths,withcompaniesunsurewhether
thegovernmentwillallowthemtopassonthehigherpricesorabsorbtheburdenthrough
increasedsubsidy rates.
Whatcanthegovernmentdoapartfromannouncinghighersubsidy–whichitmust,

to ensure adequate availability of nutrients byMay-end? It should immediately launch
acampaigntopromotesinglesuperphosphateandcomplexfertiliserslike20:20:0:13and
10:26:26. These contain lessphosphorusorpotash thandi-ammoniumphosphate and
MOP,butfarmerscanbeshownwaystoapplythemintherightdosage(alongwithfarm-
yardmanure, compost andorganicwastes)without sacrificingcropyields.Useof high-
analysis fertilisers is a luxury for a countrywithhardly anynatural gas, rockphosphate,
potashorelementalsulphurreserves.Thegovernmentshouldalsoactivelyengagewith
countriessuchasCanada, Jordan,Morocco,Tunisia,Egypt,Senegal,Togo,evenRussiaand
Belarus, tocontractmoresupplies, both forkharif and thenext rabi season.

TRUST AND CREDIT
RisingNPAsinKeralacooperativebankingsectorcallfortighter

regulation,lesspoliticalinterference

C O-OPERATIVEBANKS INKerala have reported high levels of nonperform-
ing assets at the endof December2021. Figures releasedby theState Level
Bankers’Committee(SLBC)suggestthatasmuchas88percentofadvances
of the Kerala State Cooperative Agricultural and Rural Development Bank

Ltd were NPAs, while the corresponding figure for the Kerala Bank or Kerala State
CooperativeBank(KSCB),whichhas13districtcooperativebanksunderit, is30percent.
Thesenumbersaredisturbing.TheagriculturesectorinKerala,reelingunderconsecutive
yearsofdevastatingfloods,reportednegativegrowthin2019-20and’20-21.Thisandthe
pandemicmayhavecontributed to therisingNPAs.
But twoother factorsarealsokey:One,political controlandpatronage;andtwo,ab-

sence of regulation. In fact, both are connected.Much of the activity of the Kerala State
Cooperative Agricultural and Rural Development Bank Ltd, with primary agricultural
creditsocietiesasbasicunits,escapestheoversightof regulatorssuchastheRBIandthe
incometaxdepartment.Lightregulationandlaxsupervisonhasbenefitedvariousstake-
holders, includingcustomers,promotersandunderwriters, inthiscasethestategovern-
ment.Unlikepublicandprivatesectorbanks,cooperativeinstitutionshavetheleewayto
extendcredittolocalconsumers,oftenonthebasisof trustorcompassionorduetopres-
surefromlocalsocialorpoliticalgroups. Inthebestscenario,theyprovideaprotectivenet
againstusuryandacompassionatehelpinghandintimesofdistress.Intheworstscenario,
these institutions become instruments in the hands of politicians to dispense privilege
ortoparkblackmoney.Lastyear,acooperativebankinKaruvannur,Thrissur,controlled
by local CPM leaders, had gone under after a loan scamwas unearthed. The nexus be-
tweenthepromoters (theelectedrepresentativesof thecooperative)andtheirpolitical
patrons(parties) isnotuniquetoKerala:Asimilarpatternofpoliticalpatronageiswide-
spread instates suchasMaharashtraandhasoftenbeenthecauseof banksgoingbust.
A case can bemade for the state government to step inwith necessary regulation

andaddress thegovernance issues linkedwith the cooperatives. The cooperative sec-
torhasbeenakeyplayer inmobilisingandcirculatingcapital in thestate. Theagricul-
tural credit societies and cooperative banks enjoyhigh levels of trust among thepeo-
ple. It isessential thattheybuildonthattrust.These institutionsarea lifelineformiddle
andlowermiddleclassesandtheir financialhealth isofutmost importancetothestate
economy.

AntonioGuterres

It’sthevirusofhateanddivisiveness. Itdeepensdistrust,
stiflesdebate,damagesusasanationandpeople

THE WAR’S MANY VICTIMS
Russian invasionhascreateda food, energysupplycrisis indevelopingworld

DOES INDIAHAVE tobe in a state of perma-
nentpolarisation?Therulingestablishment
clearlywants the citizens of India to believe
that suchanenvironment is in their best in-
terest.Whetherit isdress, food,faith, festival
or language, Indians are sought to be pitted
against Indians and the forces of discordare
giveneveryencouragement,overtandcovert.
History—bothancientandcontemporary—
is continuously sought to be interpreted to
promote prejudice, animosity and
vengeance. It isatravestythatinsteadofutil-
isingourresourcesforcreatingabright,new
future for the country and engaging young
mindsinproductiveventures,timeandvalu-
able assets are being used up in attempts to
refashionthepresentintermsofanimagined
past.
There ismuchtalkbytheprimeminister

ofacknowledgingIndia’smultiplediversities.
But theharshreality is thatunderthis ruling
dispensation, the rich diversities that have
defined and enriched our society for cen-
turiesarebeingmanipulatedtodivideusand,
worse, to harden faultlines andmake them
more firmlyentrenched.
It isnowwellacceptedthatwemustsus-

tainhigheconomicgrowth to createwealth
that can be redistributed, raise living stan-
dardsand,mostofall,generatetherevenues
needed for social welfare programmes and
provide adequate employment opportuni-
ties for our youth. But theworsening envi-
ronmentofsocialilliberalismandbigotry,the
spreadofhatredanddivisiveness,shakesthe
veryfoundationsofeconomicgrowth.Itisno
surprisethatsomeboldcorporateexecutives
have been speaking out against what is be-
ing orchestrated in Karnataka, amongst the
mostentrepreneuriallydynamicofourstates.
Therehasbeenapredictablebacklash inso-
cialmedia against these courageous voices.
But the concerns are widely shared — and
very real. It is no secret that an increasing
number of our business persons have been
declaringthemselvesasnon-residentIndians
in thepast fewyears.
The rising chorus of hatred, the uncon-

cealed instigation of aggression and even

crimesagainstminoritiesareafardeparture
from the accommodating, syncretic tradi-
tions in our society. Shared celebrations of
festivals,goodneighbourlyrelationshipsbe-
tween communities of different faiths, the
pervasiveinterminglingof faithandbelief in
the arts, cinema and everyday life, of which
there are examples by the thousands, are
proud anddurable characteristics of our so-
cietythroughtheages.Tounderminethisfor
narrow political gain is to undermine the
composite and syncretic foundations of
Indiansocietyandnationhood.
Thereissomethingmoreinsidiousinthis

grand,divisiveplantokeepIndia inastateof
permanent frenzy. All dissent and opinion
that is opposed to the ideology of those in
power is sought to be ruthlessly stifled.
Political opponents are targetedand the full
might of the statemachinery is unleashed
against them. Activists are threatened and
soughttobesilenced.Socialmedia, inpartic-
ular, isutilisedtopropagatewhatcanonlybe
describedasliesandvenom.Fear,deception
and intimidationhavebecome thepillars of
the so-called “maximumgovernance,mini-
mum government” strategy. The Narendra
Modigovernmenthasstartedthepracticeof
celebratingNovember26asConstitutionDay
tomark the adoptionof our Constitutionby
theConstituentAssemblyin1949.Butitpays
obeisancetotheConstitutionwhilesystem-
aticallyemasculatingeveryinstitution.Thisis
sheerhypocrisy.
How special we are seen to be globally

willdependcruciallyonhowinclusivewebe-
come at home — not through slogans but
through actual actions.What prevents the
primeminister from coming down unam-
biguously and publicly against hate speech,
whichever quarter it may emanate from?
Repeat offenders roam free, and there is no
restraint on their use of incendiary and
provocative language. Indeed, they seem to
enjoy some sort of official patronage at dif-
ferent levels and that is why they get away
withatrociousandprosecutablestatements.
Vigorousdebate,discussionandvirtually

anyformof interactionwhereanalternative

point of view is welcomed has become a
thingof thepastandweareallthepoorerfor
it.Evenacademia,oncerespectedforencour-
aging fresh thought processes, is under the
scanner for interacting with counterparts
fromotherparts of theworld. As vilification
of faiths and condemnation of entire com-
munities become the norm, it is becoming
commonplace to see divisive politics affect-
ingnot just theworkplace, butalsoentering
neighbourhoodsandindeedpeople’shomes.
Neverbeforehasthiscountryseenhatredas
the basis of the day to day choices that are
madebyourcitizens.
This wonderful land of ours has been

home to, andhas celebrated, heterogeneity,
multiplicityandcreativityandhasgivenbirth
to great minds and personalities whose
workshavebeenreadandacknowledgedthe
worldover.Thehithertoliberalenvironment,
andthespiritof inclusivity,accommodation
and tolerance, has played a critical role in
makingallthispossible.Aclosedsocietythat
encouragesstraitjacketedthinkingcanhardly
expect to be onewhere fresh ideas flow. A
brow-beatenmindishardlylikelytobeafer-
tileor innovativeone.
Anapocalypseofhatred,bigotry, intoler-

anceanduntruthisengulfingourcountryto-
day.Ifwedon’tstopitnow,itwilldamageour
societybeyondrepair,if ithasn’talreadydone
so.Wesimplycannotandmustnotallowthis
togoon.Weasapeoplecannotstandbyand
watchaspeaceandpluralismaresacrificedat
thealtarof bogusnationalism.
Letuscontainthisragingfire,thistsunami

ofhatethathasbeenunleashedbeforeallthat
has been sopainstakingly built bypast gen-
erations is razed to the ground. Over a cen-
turyago,thepoetof Indiannationalismgave
theworldhisimmortalGitanjaliofwhichper-
hapsthe35thversehasbecomethemostcel-
ebratedandquoted.GurudevTagore’sprayer,
with its seminal lines, “Where themind is
without fear…”, is all themore relevant and
hasheightenedresonance today.

Thewriter ispresidentof
theCongressparty

FORTHEpeopleofUkraine, theRussianinva-
sionisawakingnightmare,andahumanitar-
iandisasteronaterrifyingscale.Butthewaris
also fast becomingamatter of life anddeath
for vulnerable people around theworld.We
have all seen the tragedy unfolding inside
Ukraine:Citiesflattened;peoplesufferingand
dying in their homes and in the streets; the
fastestdisplacementcrisisinEuropesincethe
SecondWorldWar.ButbeyondUkraine’sbor-
ders, farbeyond themedia spotlight, thewar
haslaunchedasilentassaultonthedeveloping
world.Thiscrisiscouldthrowupto1.7billion
people—over one-fifth of humanity— into
poverty,destitutionandhungeronascalenot
seenindecades.
Ukraine and theRussian Federationpro-

vide30percentoftheworld’swheatandbar-
ley, one-fifth of itsmaize, andover half of its
sunflower oil. Together, their grain feeds the
poorest andmost vulnerablepeople, provid-
ingmorethanone-thirdofthewheatimported
by45Africanand least-developed countries.
Atthesametime,Russiaistheworld’stopnat-
ural gas exporter, and second-largest oil ex-
porter.Butthewarispreventingfarmersfrom
tending their cropswhile closingports, end-
inggrainexports,disruptingsupplychainsand
sendingpricesskyrocketing.
Manydevelopingcountriesarestillstrug-

gling torecover fromtheeffectsof theCovid-
19pandemic,coupledwithhistoricdebtbur-
dens and soaring inflation. Since the start of
2022,wheatandmaizepriceshaveincreased
by30percent.Brentoilpriceshaverisenmore
than60percentover the lastyear,whilenat-
ural gas and fertiliser prices havemore than

doubled.
TheUnitedNations’ownlife-savingoper-

ationsareunderseverestrain.TheWorldFood
Programmehaswarned that it faces the im-
possible choice of taking from thehungry to
feedthestarving.Iturgentlyneeds$8billionto
support its operations in Yemen, Chad and
Niger.
Some countries are already sliding from

vulnerabilitytocrisisandserioussocialunrest.
Andweknowtherootsofmanyconflictsliein
poverty, inequality, under-development and
hopelessness.Butwhilemuchoftheworldhas
stepped up in solidaritywith the people of
Ukraine, there is no signof the samesupport
forthe1.7billionotherpotentialvictimsofthis
war.
We have a clearmoral duty to support

them,everywhere.
TheGlobalCrisisResponseGrouponFood,

EnergyandFinancethatIlaunchedlastmonth
aimstodevelopcoordinatedsolutionstothese
interlinkedcrises,withgovernments,interna-
tionalfinancialinstitutionsandotherkeypart-
ners. I thank the global leaders in all sectors
whoaresupportingthisinitiative.
Onfood,weareurgingallcountriestokeep

marketsopen,resisthoardingandunjustified
andunnecessaryexportrestrictions,andmake
reserves available to countries at thehighest
riskofhungerandfamine.Thisisnotthetime
for protectionism. There is enough food for
everycountrytogetthroughthiscrisisifweact
together.Humanitarianappealsmustbefully
funded, including for the World Food
Programme.Wesimply cannot allowpeople
tostarveinthe21stcentury.

On energy, theuse of strategic stockpiles
andadditionalreservescouldhelptoeasethis
energy crisis in the short term. But the only
medium-andlong-termsolutionistoacceler-
ate the deployment of renewable energy,
whichisnotimpactedbymarketfluctuations.
Thiswill allow the progressive phase-out of
coalandallotherfossil fuels.
Andonfinance,theG20andinternational

financial institutionsmustgointoemergency
mode.Theymustfindwaystoincreaseliquid-
ityandfiscalspace,sothatgovernmentsinde-
veloping countries can invest in the poorest
andmost vulnerable, and in the Sustainable
DevelopmentGoals.Thisshouldbeafirststep
towardsdeep reforms toourunfair global fi-
nancial system,whichmakes the rich richer
andthepoorpoorer.Socialprotection,includ-
ingcashtransfers,willbeessential tosupport
desperatefamiliesthroughthiscrisis.Butmany
developingcountrieswithlargeexternaldebts
donothavetheliquiditytoprovidethesesafety
nets.We cannot standby andwatch, as they
areforcedtochoosebetweeninvestingintheir
people,andservicingtheirdebt.
The only lasting solution to thewar in

Ukraineanditsassaultonthepoorestandmost
vulnerablepeopleintheworldispeace.Asthe
UnitedNationsworkstosupporttheinnocent
victimsof thiswar—both inside andoutside
Ukraine—wecallontheglobalcommunityto
speakwithonevoiceandsupportourpleafor
peace.
Thiswarmustendnow.

ThewriteristheUnitedNations
Secretary-General

Vigorous debate, discussion
and virtually any form of
interaction where an
alternative point of view is
welcomed has become a
thing of the past and we are
all the poorer for it. Even
academia, once respected for
encouraging fresh thought,
is under the scanner for
interacting with
counterparts from other
parts of the world. As
vilification of faiths and
condemnation of entire
communities become the
norm, it is becoming
commonplace to see divisive
politics affecting not just the
workplace, but also entering
neighbourhoods and indeed
people’s homes. Never before
has this country seen hatred
as the basis of the day to day
choices.

Some countries are already
sliding from vulnerability to
crisis and serious social
unrest. And we know the
roots of many conflicts lie in
poverty, inequality, under-
development and
hopelessness. But while
much of the world has
stepped up in solidarity with
the people of Ukraine, there
is no sign of the same
support for the 1.7 billion
other potential victims of
this war.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA
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Any sufficiently advanced technology is
indistinguishable frommagic.

—ArthurCClarkeTHEEDITORIALPAGE

OPPOSITION UNITY
THE CALL FOR a credible alternative to the
Congress-Ithroughaprogrammeof jointac-
tionreceivedoverwhelmingsupportonthe
openingdayof theconventionof the Janata
Party,theCongressSandafactionof theLok
Dal. The resolution incorporating the joint
action programme rallied for the establish-
ment of a unified leadershipwith a “com-
mon electoral strategy” to fight the coming
elections. The resolution was moved by
MadhuDandavate(Janata)andsecondedby
AmbikaSoni(Congress-S).Nearly11,000del-
egates are participating at the convention.
Dandavatesaidthat thosewhoareopposed
toMrs Gandhi have not been able to unite.

Shewill finish themindividually.

LOK DAL CRISIS
CHARANSINGH’SRE-ENTRYintopoliticsaf-
teranine-day sanyas threatens to throwhis
truncatedLokDal into a fresh crisis. The so-
cialists led by Karpoori Thakur and George
Fernandes weremoving towards a show-
downwithSingh.Fernandeshasthreatened
to resign. Both leaders, who are reportedly
unhappywithCharanSingh’stilttowardsthe
BJP, have tried for a patch-up between him
and the rebel leaders Biju Patnaik andDevi
Lal. Singh got the national executive’s en-
dorsement for the expulsion of Patnaik, Lal

andKumbhaRamArya.

WHEAT PRICE
THE PROCUREMENT PRICE for wheat has
beensetatRs142aquintal,agriculturemin-
isterRaoBirendraSingh told theLokSabha.
The decisionmeans an increase of Rs 11 a
quintal.

DACOITS STRIKE
DACOITPHOOLANDEVIstruckagainonApril
15,whensheandhergangraidedtwohouses
inMeerapurvillageofJalaundistrictandtook
awayarifleanda12-boregun.

APRIL 16, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

WHODUNNIT?
Adriver-lesscarisstoppedbythepolice.
AmetaphorforBigTechisborn

I TCOULDHAVEbeenanAprilFool’s jokeor,perhaps,evenascenefromaB-grade
horror flick. In adimly-lit street onadarknight, thepolice stopa car fordriving
without itsheadlightson. Thecarhasnodriver, no intentionbehind thewheel.
Isitaghost,ajokeorpartofanelaborateheist,alaOcean’s11?IntheageofSilicon

Valleymiracles, it couldbeall of theabove—ornoneof them.
Earlier thismonth, theSanFranciscopolice stoppeda self-driving car, andavideoof

the incident recorded by a bystander went viral. The technology, of course, has been
around for someyearsnow– thoughnot inwidespreaduseby consumers. Theoffend-
ingvehicle (or is theAIthatguides it, liable) isseentobedrivingawayfromthecops.But
even if it hadn't, can it beheld responsible?After all, just as tigers cannot commitmur-
derandkangarooshaveneverbeenconvictedofburglary, it isunlikelythatacarwithout
a driver can be chargedwith a traffic violation. Guilt, innocence and liability require a
moral, sentientagentas their subject.
Apart frombeingthesubjectof aviralvideo, theoffendingcar isanaptmetaphor for

thecrimesandlackofpunishmentfortheSiliconValleytechgiantsbehindsuchinnova-
tions. The conscience and culpability of companies are exported to the all-powerful al-
gorithm–somehow,though,theprofitsseemtoaccrueonlytothebillionaires,whohave
set theirsights,andwealth,onprivatisingtheheavens.Misinformation,effectsonmen-
talhealth,evenpoliticalcoupsofsortshavebeenlaidatthedoorofAI.Yet,forlawenforce-
ment—local,nationalandinternational—bigtechisstill justadriver-lesscarwithnoone
to challan. Aghost, a jokeandamarvelof technology.

SoniaGandhi

A virus rages

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
‘‘For far too long, non-democratic forces have acted as spoilers and crippled
the progress of parliamentary democracy either by using political parties
against each other or directly subverting the political system.’’ — DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

In 1977, the supreme court
faced another occasion to
test constitutionalism in the
context of a military regime
in the case of Begum Nusrat
Bhutto. Prime Minister
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto was
imprisoned by Ziaul Haq,
the chief of staff of the army,
who quickly declared martial
law. Begum Nusrat Bhutto,
Zulfikar’s wife, filed a
petition before the supreme
court challenging the prime
minister’s detention on
highly suspect charges of
murder. The court not only
found the military coup to be
legal, but also did not
prevent the execution of PM
Bhutto by the military
regime.

THE COMMON University Entrance Test
(CUET) is being lauded as providing a
level-playing field for entrants to under-
graduate courses. But the idea of a com-
puter-basedtest, involvingonlymultiple-
choice questions (MCQs), is not all that
new. The Central Universities Common
Entrance Test attempted something sim-
ilar in 2010. It is not clear how such tests
sync with the NEP's thrust on “critical
thinking” through “inquiry-driven” and
“discovery-oriented” pedagogy. There
seems to be a clear disjunction between
teaching and assessment.
Even when examinations do not in-

volveMCQs,theyaredesignedmoreforthe
ease of the evaluators and hardly provide
any scope of critical engagement.
Whateverbetheformat,examinationsys-
tems in the country end up causing great
stresstostudentsandparentsandperpet-
uating a lack of trust in the teachers who
actuallyworkwith students.
The ideathatassessmentshouldbean

integral part of the teaching-learning
process is nothing new. Constructive as-
sessmentshouldactuallyconstituteanin-
put to the curricular objectives, syllabus
design, and pedagogical practices. Given
the kind of policing that needs to bedone
and the number of times examinations
have to be cancelled for one reasonor an-
other, any healthy change in assessment
should be welcome. We have created a
world of assessment that is built onmis-
trust: Ingeneral,employersdonottrust in-
stitutionsofhigherlearningwhich, inturn,
treat school boards with suspicion.
Teachersandstudentsarethefinalvictims
inthisecosystemofmistrust.Gettingoutof
thisrutrequiresassessmentstrategiesthat
are centredon studentswithout compro-
misingontheneedtoprovidethemasolid
grounding in thebasicsof subjects.
It is the community of teachers alone

that can assess the abilities of their stu-
dents reliably and contribute towards
breaking the homogeneity, anxiety and
boredomof existing testingmechanisms.
Onewayoutof the impasse is to switch to
open book assignments and the projects
mode thathasamore relaxed time frame.
In the process, students will be tested on
theircomprehensionandwritingskills, the
ability to synthesise information, critical
and rational thinkingcapacities, and their
potential to arrive at imaginative conclu-
sions.Thiscalls for theprofessionalisation
of teachereducationincludinghoningtheir
digital skills and their immediate with-
drawal fromnon-academic engagements
such as the mid-day meal programmes,
election duties, and censuswork. There is
no substitute for face-to-face teaching-
learningbutonlineaccesstodifferentkinds
ofmaterialsandaudioandvideoresources
doesaddadditional value to learning.
Scholars of education have tradition-

allymade a distinction between achieve-

ment tests and proficiency tests. The for-
merfocusonwhathasbeentaughtaccord-
ingtoaprescribedsyllabuswhilethelatter
focusonwhathasactuallybeenacquiredin
the domain of knowledge through class-
room transactions. The achievement test
scores normally indicate the extent to
which the learner hasmastered the pre-
scribed textbooks. Even after she has
passedtheClassXIIexaminationwithdis-
tinction,astudentmaynotbeequippedto
critically examine the claims made by a
scholar, propose alternative hypotheses
and initiate anew lineof rational enquiry.
The focus on achievement-oriented

tests isonereasonforthefailureof theed-
ucation system. There is indeed a rather
unjustified,coldrationalebehindthisexer-
cise: If studentshavebeen taughtX, there
must be evidence to show that they have
learntthatinthetimeframewedecide.We
know that acquisition of knowledge does
not happen in such a linear and additive
way—thehumanmindcutsacrossseveral
trajectories in the process of acquiring a
given concept. However, conceptual clar-
ity and critical enquiry is not the focus of
suchachievement tests.
Theannualexaminations, includingfor

Classes X and XII, are achievement-ori-
ented.Soareallcompetitiveexaminations
including the JEE, NEET and IISER, except
they require a student to answerMCQs at
reckless speed. TheCUETwill benodiffer-
ent. Tuition centres call the shots in the
boardexaminationsandcoachinginstitutes
play a big role in a student's success in the
competitiveexaminations.Thefocushereis
againonpracticeandspeed.Theyhavenei-
ther the capacity nor the time for concep-
tual clarityorproficiencyenhancement.
The focus of proficiency exercises

should be on tasks that draw out the
learner’s imaginative and creative poten-
tial. She should be able to build fresh hy-
potheses in response to the issues being
raised, examine the validity of alternative
proposalsthroughaprocessof rationalen-
quiryandarticulateacoherentresponseto
theissueathand.Policyandcurriculardoc-
umentsdousethesewordsbuttheynever
unpack them.
Thefoundationsofanysignificantlevel

ofproficiencyinanydomainofknowledge
can only be conceptual clarity. It can be
built by students and teachers jointly en-
gaging in a process of enquiry, constantly
questioningwhat is written in textbooks.
Indeed, the focus of teacher intervention
mustbetoenableherstudentstoquestion
what she herself says. Students working
under such a plan of actionwould under-
takeassignmentsandprojects thatwould
beexploratoryinnaturedemandinghigher
levels of cognitive engagement. Students
maybuildgrade-appropriateportfoliosof
assignments and projects that would be
evaluatedbythecommunityof teachersat
school. The evaluation conducted in col-
laborationwith students should be avail-
able in thepublicdomain. Suchanassess-
ment should constitute the basis for
admission to any institution of higher
learning. Basedon this, the communityof
teachersateachinstituteofhigherlearning
could hold interviews to admit the re-
quirednumberof students.

Theauthor retired fromDelhiUniversity
and is currentlyProfessor Emeritus, Vidya

BhawanSociety,Udaipur

ON APRIL 11, Imran Khan, Pakistan’s then
primeminister, lostano-confidencemotion
againsthisleadershipandwasforcedtoleave
office. Thiswas the culmination of aweek-
long, riveting political crisis, unfortunately,
all too familiar in Pakistan. First, a sitting
primeminister tried to dissolve parliament
when faced with a resurgent opposition.
Subsequently,theSupremeCourtofPakistan
intervenedtoholdthedissolutionunconsti-
tutionalandorderedparliament toproceed
withthevoteofno-confidence.ImranKhan’s
Tehreek-e-Insaf lostthevote,withtheoppo-
sitiongathering174votes ina342-member
House. Imran Khan’s dismissal continues a
longandinglorious tradition—noPakistani
primeminister has ever completed their
constitutionally sanctioned five-year term.
Khan is the first PMtobevotedoutof office
byano-confidencevote—aconstitutionally-
sanctionedmethod. Others have been exe-
cuted,displacedbymilitarycoups,sent into
exile, or imprisoned.What explains this in-
stabilityof thePakistaniexecutive?
AllelectedgovernmentsinPakistanmust

contendwith themilitary and the judiciary
tosurvive.Let’sstartwiththeroleof themil-
itary. Apart frombeing aprofessional army,
themilitary is also thewealthiest commer-
cialplayerinPakistan.Inherinfluentialbook,
Military Inc., Ayesha Siddiqa notes that the
militaryisoneofPakistan’slargestlandown-
ers, controlling about 11.58million acres of
land.It is involvedinarangeofprofitableac-
tivities —wheat storage, fertiliser produc-
tion,oilandgasexplorationandproduction,
sugar, riceandginningmills, fish farms,and
bicycle manufacturing plants. These and
manyothercommercialventureshavemade
themilitary financially independent from
other branches of the state. Siddiqa argues
thatthePakistanimilitaryhasacommercial
incentive and fiscal independence towield
political influence.
Pakistan’s military has had this power

since the country’s inception. The Pakistan
army’s first intervention intopoliticswasas
earlyas1958,ledbyGeneralAyubKhan,who
abolished the constitutional regime estab-
lished by the 1956 Constitution and estab-
lishedwhatKJNewmantermsa“preventive
autocracy”.Subsequently,themilitarywould
stagethreecoupsinOctober1958,July1977,
andOctober1999.Thesecoupsinevitablyre-
sulted in the unconstitutional and uncere-
monious dismissal of elected primeminis-
ters and the obvious breakdowns in
constitutional functioning.
Yet,itisnotonlythemilitarythathascon-

tributedtotheunstableparliamentaryform
ofgovernmentinPakistan.Thejudiciaryhas
also contributed to the fragility of elected
primeministers in the country. Soon after
the founding of Pakistan, on October 24,
1954, the governor-general dissolved the
ConstituentAssembly(anelectedbody).The
governor-general had earlier dismissed the
East Bengali primeministerwho enjoyed a
majority in Parliament. The federal court
(which would later become the supreme

court) upheld the dissolution in Maulvi
Tamizuddin Khan v Federation of Pakistan.
Chief Justice MuhammadMunir found in
favour of the governor-general, concluding
that the latter needed to give his assent to
provide legal authority to the actions of the
ConstituentAssembly.
In1977,thesupremecourtfacedanother

occasiontotestconstitutionalisminthecon-
textofamilitaryregimeinthecaseofBegum
Nusrat Bhutto. PrimeMinister Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto was imprisoned by Ziaul Haq, the
chief of staff of the army, who quickly de-
claredmartial law. BegumNusrat Bhutto,
Zulfikar’s wife, filed a petition before the
supreme court challenging the primemin-
ister’s detention on highly suspect charges
ofmurder.Thecourtnotonlyfoundthemil-
itary coup to be legal, but also did not pre-
vent theexecutionof PMBhuttobythemil-
itary regime.
In contemporary times, Imran Khan’s

predecessor Nawaz Sharif was dismissed
from his position as primeminister by the
supreme court, in the case popularly called
the Panama Papers Scandal. The Panama
Papers, youwill recall, listed the names of
many influential personsalleged topossess
secret bank accounts with enormous
amounts of money. Nawaz Sharif and his
familymembersallegedlyhadsuchbankac-
counts.Hence,petitionswerefiled—includ-
ing by Imran Khan and his party — that
Nawaz Sharif was not “honest” or “ameen”
aswarrantedbyArticle62(1) (f)of the1973
constitution. This constitutional provision

woulddisqualifyanymemberofparliament
whowasfoundtobedishonestbyacourtof
law.
During the hearings, the supreme court

directed the setting up of a joint investiga-
tionteam(JIT),withnomineesfromvarious
executive institutions. Eventually, the court
acceptedtheJITconclusionthatNawazSharif
“isnothonestintermsofsection99(f)of the
RepresentationofPeople’sActandArticle62
(1) (f) of the Constitution” and disqualified
himfrommembershipofparliament.Hence,
Sharif also lost thepositionof primeminis-
ter.
Article62(1) (f)of theconstitution itself

is a remnant from the days of General Zia,
who seized power through amilitary coup
in1978andremainedpresidenttillhisdeath
in amysterious plane crash in 1988. He in-
stitutedmany constitutional and statutory
provisionsapparentlyagainstcorruptionand
Islam. Surprisingly, civilian political parties
chosetoretainthisprovision,notdisplaying
foresight that it could eventually be used
against them.
In ImranKhan’scase, thesupremecourt

clearlyplayedaconstitutionallyappropriate
role, even if some critics allege that it may
have been influenced by thewishes of the
military.Whetherthisisthebeginningofan
eraofmoreconstitutionallyappropriate ju-
diciary andmilitary in Pakistan remains to
beseen.

Thewriter isa senioradvocateat the
SupremeCourtof India

Same old test

COOLING NEEDS
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial. 'Sourles-
son' (IE, April 15). The insufficiency of
theorganisedcoldstoragenetworkand
itsalliedsupplychaininfrastructurehas
been a bottleneck in realising the full
potentialofourleveragesintheagricul-
tural sector. The organised grocery
chains, both in the online and offline
retail space, havebeen able to channel
investment into adding up cold
storage space in the country. There’s a
huge potential for giant players in the
logistics industry to scale up their
warehouse facilities, add necessary
cold storage infrastructure, and
cater to the organised grocers as their
independent third-partysupply-chain
partners.Withthis,theorganisedplay-
ers can free up their capital from
logisticstoretail, theircorebusinessin-
terests. And an organised logistics in-
dustry gets the necessary incentive to
developcost-effectivesolutionsforthis
sector.

SudipKumarDey,Barasat

ONLY FOR ELITE
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A fuller
learning’ (IE,April14).Whiletheinten-
tion and object of the reform to allow
pursuing twodegrees simultaneously
is noble, I fail to understand how stu-
dentswouldmanagemultiplecourses
at a time. The impact on the quality of
education itself is also questionable.

Another concern is regarding the ask-
ing formultipledegreesbecomingthe
norm by the recruiters, and the poor
and unprivileged would suffer who
couldnotaffordtopursuemultiplede-
grees.HighereducationinIndia isvery
swiftly turning into richmen’s privi-
lege,anddegreesareturningintocom-
modities.

SauravKumar,Delhi

PROPHETIC WORDS
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Babasaheb
vsintolerance ’ (IE,April14).Thewriter
isabsolutelyright:AspredictedbyDrB
RAmbedkar,theminoritiesinIndiaare
not treatedequallybefore the lawand
are frequently discriminated against
openly by the right-wing parties and
their supporters. This situationwors-
enedaftertheBJPcametopoweratthe
Centre with a thumping majority in
2014 and again in 2019, with a bigger
mandate. InBJP-ruled states,Muslims
are completely at the receiving end. A
passive judiciary and the lack of unity
among the opposition parties, which
are at loggerheads more with each
other than with the all-powerful BJP,
are responsible for this to a great ex-
tent. What is really dispiriting is that
even the Left, which should be at the
forefrontof fightingfortheminorities’
rights and equal treatment, is itself in
completedisarray.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

FORALLthosewhothoughtthatPartitionand
the subsequent adoption of a democratic
Constitutionhadsomehowsettledthedebate
abouttheideaof India,assomethingdefined
by the values of “civic constitutionalism”, as
describedrecentlybyaformervicepresident
of India, the recent success of the film The
KashmirFilesmustcomeasarudeshock.
Thefilmhasgeneratedpassionatedebate

and a rather predictable response from the
traditional conscience keepers of our public
lifeontheleft.Theypointtothehistorical in-
accuracies in the film, decry its supposedly
simplistic and voyeuristic portrayal of the
plightoftheKashmiriPanditsthatignoresthe
ongoing suffering of KashmiriMuslims, and
denounceitasanotherattemptbytheHindu
RighttomanglethesecularideaofIndia.They
alsosuggestthatthefilmisadiabolicalassault
on the syncretic values espousedby theno-
tionofKashmiriyat.
Alas,thoseofuswhoaredirectlyinvolved

inmeetingtheinternalsecuritychallengesof
Indiacannotaffordtheluxuryof indulgingin
theseflightsoffancyabouttheveryrealchal-
lengestotheideaofIndiaposedbytheconflict
in Kashmir— a conflict that’s grown out of
more than sevendecades of festering sepa-
ratismbased onunchecked ethnic and reli-
gious chauvinism. After three decades of
bloody conflict, this separatism has now
droppedallpretenceofbeinganythingother
than a front for the ideology of Jihadi terror-
ism. It is an assault onnot just the territorial

integrityof India,butalsoonthevery ideaof
Indiaasaninclusive,tolerantandliberalsoci-
ety. It isthisassaultontheideaof Indiathatis
depictedinthemovie.Butourleft-liberalsare
sofixatedonthethreattosecularismfromthe
HinduRight, thattheyhaveacompleteblind
spotwhen it comes to acknowledging even
thepossibilitythatsecularisminIndiafacesa
fargraverchallengefromIslamicfundamen-
talism,ofwhichtheconflictinKashmiristhe
mostegregiousexample.
Dowe term the violence and displace-

mentexperiencedbytheKashmiriPanditsas
genocide? Compared to the very recent ex-
amplesoftheJewishHolocaustandthemas-
sacre of Armenians by Turks, in the 20th
Century, it iscertainlyamisnomer.However,
itstillrepresentsaverybrazenandbrutalex-
ample of ethnic cleansing.Much has been
made by those attacking the film about the
failure of successive governments to ensure
justice and rehabilitation for the displaced
Kashmiri Pandits. But again there is a com-
plete silence about the ideology of hate that
allowedthispersecutionanddisplacementin
the first place, an ideology that has peddled
liesaboutKashmiriyattocreateaself-serving
narrativeof conspiracyandvictimhood.
Let’sbehonest,Kashmiriyatwasalwaysa

bit of a fantasy. The recorded history of
Kashmirsincemedievaltimesisfullofexam-
plesofmassconversionsbasedonpoliticalco-
ercionandbruteforce.Whathappenedtothe
Panditsinthe1990swasnothingabnormalor

anomalous.OurKashmiriMuslimcitizensand
leftist intellectuals are in collective denial to
pretendthatwhathappenedtothePanditsin
Kashmir inthe1990swasadiabolicalplotby
the then Government of India to defame
Kashmiriyat. Arewe to believe that lakhs of
KashmiriPanditsfakedtheirpersecutionand
willingly left their livelihoods andhomes to
takepart in an enormous charade tomalign
theMuslimsofKashmir?Onewouldhave to
beexceptionallygullible,orparanoid,orplain
twistedtopeddlethisnarrative.
There is a tone that the film takes that is

jarring even to every proudHinduwho is a
patrioticIndian.Itisthebeliefthatnotasingle
KashmiriMuslimresistedthedominantnar-
rativeof hatred. I cannotbelieve thateven in
themiddle of that collectivemadness, there
weren’tafewKashmiriSchindlers.
The violence against the Pandits in

Kashmirwasnot just something carried out
byafewfringeterrorists. Ithadthetacit sup-
portof largesectionsofthepoliticalclassand
thecivilsocietyoftheValley.Itisthistacitsup-
portthatpreventsthereturnofthePanditsto
Kashmir. Unless thenowalmost completely
Muslim-dominated civil society in the
KashmirValleyquestionsitsowntwistednar-
rative, acknowledges its complicity in the
plightof thePandits,andweansoff itsaddic-
tion to victimhood and Jihadi separatism,
peaceisn’tcominganytimesoontoKashmir.
The popularity of The Kashmir Filesmust

alsobeseeninthelargercontextofthebroad

publicsupportforthedismantling,inAugust
2019, of the special constitutional status of
Kashmir thatwasbasedonArticles 35Aand
370.TheConstitutionofIndiamerelycodifies
our secular ideals. They actually drawsuste-
nance fromcenturies of cultural syncretism
that is at the heart of Hinduphilosophy and
culture.Itwasthissyncreticcorethatwastruly
damaged by the persecution of Kashmiri
Pandits and their displacement.
Acknowledgement of this fact, as this film
doeswithtypicalBollywoodhyperbole,ises-
sential toanycredible ideaof Indiaaswellas
toanyviableroadmaptoendingtheconflictin
Kashmir.
Our largely left-liberal elite has long ar-

guedthatsecularisminIndiafacesanexisten-
tial threat from theHindu Right. Formany
decades post Independence, this position
went largely unchallenged in both politics,
and inour largerpublic discourse. It is being
challengedinbothdomainsnow.Thisiswhat
happenswhen outdated ideologies fail to
adapt to ground realities. VivekAgnihotri is
certainlynoSatyajitRayorevenManmohan
Desai.Nonetheless,denouncingthepopular-
ityofTheKashmirFilesasanotherexampleof
popular sentiment beingmisled andmisfed
byHindutvaforcesispredictable.Itisanother
chapterinbeingintellectuallytone-deaftothe
politicalandculturalrealitiesoftoday’sIndia.

Thewriter isanIPSofficerservingcurrently in
Uttarakhand.Viewsarepersonal

MisreadingTheKashmir Files
Left-liberalcriticsaretone-deaftochangedpoliticalandculturalrealities

An Islamabad moment
CUETcontinuesachievement-orientedapproach
ofassessmentteststhathasputpressureon

studentswithoutevaluatingtheirreasoningskills
ImranKhan’sdeparturecouldsignalthebeginningofaneraofamoreconstitutionallyappropriate

judiciaryandmilitaryinPakistan—oritcouldnot

RamaKant
Agnihotri

MenakaGuruswamy

AbhinavKumar

CR Sasikumar

OPENINGARGUMENT
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, RAPDRP (A)
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION DIVISION

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED (KPDCL)
PDD COMPLEX BEMINA, SRINAGAR

E-mail: ceo.rapdrp.a@gmail.com Tel No: 0194-2490821 Fax No: 0194-2490829

Extension Notice No. 2

To elicit better response, the last date for submission of e-bids
against this office e-NIT no. CE (D)/ KPDCL/ 04 of 2021-22
dated 22/02/2022 issued for "Annual Maintenance Contract of
Critical Equipment (Hardware) and Procurement of Software
Licenses and Support for Applications Installed in DC
Established at Srinagar and DRC Established at Jammu" and
hosted on www.jktenders.gov.in vide tender ID
2022_PDD_163231_1, is hereby extended as per the following
schedule:

The Terms of Reference (ToR) for submitting the e-bid along with
details regarding Scope, Eligibility and Application procedure shall
remain the same.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer
IT&C Division, KPDCL

Extended Last date and time for Submission 21/04/2022: 02:00 PM
of online bid

Extended Date and time for opening of 23/04/2022: 02:00 PM
the Technical bid

No: CEO/ITC/93-98
Dated: 03/04/2022
DIPK-NB-276

GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED
Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, Racecourse,

Vadodara-390007 PBX : (0265) 2310582-86,
Web : www.guvnl.com
PUBLIC NOTICE

GUVNL has filed Petition No.2069 of 2022 before the Hon'ble
GERC for approval of deviations from Guidelines for tariff
based competitive bidding process dated 03.08.2017 notified
by Ministry of Power, Government of India for procuremen
tofpower from grid connected Solar PV Power projects. The
interested stakeholders/objectors may file their objections/
suggestions in the Petition to the Secretary, Gujarat Electricity
Regulatory Commission, 6th Floor, GIFT ONE, Road 5C, Zone
5, GIFT City, Gandhinagar - 382355 in five copies along with
affidavit in support of their submissions with a copy to the
Petitioner on or before 26.04.2022. The date of hearing is
scheduled by the Hon'ble Commission on 27.04.2022 at 11:30
A.M. The petition is uploaded on www.guvnl.com.

Date: 16-04-2022 General Manager (RE & IPP)

GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED
Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, Racecourse,

Vadodara-390007 PBX : (0265) 2310582-86,
Web : www.guvnl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
GUVNL invites tenders for procurement of power through
Competitive Bidding (followed by e-reverse auction) from 500
MW Non-Park based Solar Power Projects with Greenshoe
option of additional 500 MW through RfS No. GUVNL / 500 MW
/ Solar (Phase XIV) dated 16.04.2022.For tender documents
please visit the website www.bharat-electronictender.com and
www.guvnl.com. The last date of bid submission is 18.05.2022.

Date: 16-04-2022 General Manager (RE & IPP)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in9008/HRY
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SR.
NO.

1.

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II AnuragKudaisyaS/oSubhash
ChandraKudaisyaR/oA-35,
RetreatApartments, Plot
No.20, I.P Extn, Delhi-110092,
declare videaffidavit no. IN-
DL13675235497339Udated 02-
April-2022, that due to a clerical
error, spelling ofmysurname
waswrongly enteredas
Kudasiya inmyeducational
documents andsomeother
documents. Therefore, I hereby
declare thatAnuragKudaisya
andAnuragKudasiya is one
and the samepersonand
Kudaisya is the correct spelling
ofmysurname. 0040610139-1

II ParaskumarPrakashchandra
Rajput S/oPrakashchandraN
Rajput R/oB-1,Mirambica
Society, Near Shakuntal
Apartment, Dahej ByPass
Road, Bharuch, Gujarat-392001,
have changedmyname to
ParasPrakashchandraRajput

0070781250-1

II DineshChandS/oGovardhan
R/o 103Kotla Panjaba, Station
Road, Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh
-283203have changedmy
nameDineshChandra

0040610149-1

II INTZARS/O ISLAM,R/o
Latifpur, Saharanpur, Nakur,
Uttar Pradesh - 247342, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasSAMEER
KHAN. 0070781256-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo KnownasSeema
Patle,D/o-Chandrabhan
Patle,W/o-Narendra
Lonare,residingat 103,Type-IV-
B,LokSabhaSecretariat
Residential Complex,Sector-
2,R.K.Puram,NewDelhi,have
changedmy,nameandshall
hereafter be knownasSeema
Lonare,W/O-Narendra Lonare.It
is certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements
in this connection.

0040610152-3

II,,VViirreennddeerr S/oMunshi Ram
AroraR/o 245,Bharat
Apartment, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changedmy
name toVirenderArora.

0040610136-5

II,,SSuummiitt S/oAshokDewanR/oC-
2/601 The Legend, Sushant Lok-
3, Sector-57, Gurgaon
Haryana,Havechangemy
nameSumit Dewan,
permanently. 0040610163-1

II,,SSiiiimmeeee Trikha,W/o
Late.PraveenTrikhaR/o-Flat
No-1650,Tower-G,11th-Avenue
GaurCity-2,GreaterNoida
West,U.P-201009,Havechanged
mynameSimmiTrikha.
Permanently. 0040610163-2

II,,SSUUSSHHMMAAD/OSubhash
ChandraR/ORZ-212,Block-
A,Najafgarh,Delhi-110043
changedmyname toSUSHMA
YADAV.

0040610136-2

II,,RROOOOPPAARANI,W/O.HARPREET
SINGH ADD-B.321,T/F FLOOR
HARI-NAGARSOUTH
WEST,DELHI-110064,changed
myname toRUPINDERKAUR,
permanently.

0040610152-2

II,,PPyyuukk S/oSatishKumarR/o
H.No-17/327 TrilokPuri Delhi-
110091havechangedmyname
toParasVaid.

0040610136-9

II,,PPaarrvveeeennKumarGarg,S/O.Late
Jai Parkash-GargR/O,B-
1/267,2nd-Floor Paschim
Vihar,NewDelhi-110063,have
changedmyname toParveen
Garg.

0040610136-10

II,,MMaannpprreeeett KaurD/oGurmindar
Singh, R/o-1/5899Kabool
Nagar,ShahdaraDelhi-
110032,HaveChangedMy
NameToManpreet Kaur
Parmar,ForAll Purposes.

0040610136-3

II,,MMaannjjaayyMahto,S/o Fate
Mahto,R/oD-252, Gali.No.54,
Mahavir-EnclavePart- 3, Uttam
NagarNewDelhi-
110059,Declare that FateMahto
andFateBahadurbothare
samePerson,andCorrect-
D.O.B is-05/07/1974.

0040610152-1

II,,KKrriisshhnnaaDevi GuptaW/o
Shankar Lal R/o 10/311, Block-
10, JJTDDAFlats, Kalkaji,New
Delhi-110019have changedmy
name toKrishnaDevi.

0040610136-4

II,,KKMMJyoti D/ORaj Kumar R/O
H.NoC-76 2nd-FloorKarampura
Delhi-110015 tohave changed
myname to Jyoti for all
purposes.

0040610136-8

II,,JJuuggeennddeerr Singh,S/oMohan
Lal,R/o-Vpo-Bamadiyaka,
Deeghot,PalwalHaryana-
121105,InformThatGivenname
Jugender andsurnameSingh.

0040610163-3

II,,HHaarrjjeeeett Singh,R/o J-11/2, East
VinodNagar,Delhi-110091,have
changedmyminor daughter’s
name fromParneet Kaur
Ghotra toParneetKaur,for all
Purposes.

0040610136-1

II,,DDEEEEPPAAKKKUMARTALWARS/O
HANSRAJ TALWAR,R/oKF/D-13,
NewKavi-Nagar,
Ghaziabad(UP) have changed
myname toDEEPAKTALWAR.

0040610136-6

II,,AARRAADDHHAANNAABHASKAR
W/OBHUPENDRAAPRRASAD
R/oB-1834,Gate.No.6, Delhi Jal
BoardOffice, Vasant
Kunj,Delhi,have changedmy
name toARADHANAPRASAD.

0040610136-7

II,, SushmaSharmaD/OBodhRaj
Sharma, R/oHNo-1984 Lodhi
RoadComplex Lodhi RoadH.O
Delhi-110033. have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasSushmaaSsharma.

0070781262-1

II,, SushmaDvevediW/oSomdutt
Duevedi,R/o-D-5/5, Second-
Floor RanaPratapBagh, Delhi-
110007, have changedmyname
toSumanDuevedi
Permanently. 0040610126-2

II,, SulekhSinghMalik S/oShri
MohanLal R/oH.N:-50, Village,
P.O.-Masoodpur, VasantKunj,
NewDelhi-110070, have
changedmyname toSulekh
Malik.

0070781266-1

II,, Shivangi ParechaD/OSunil
Parecha, R/o 694, JhokanBagh,
Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh- 284001.
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
VaaniGajwani. 0070781240-1

II,, ShamVaidS/OKasturi Lal, R/o
368/22, DurgaColony, Rohtak,
Haryana-124001, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasShamSunder.

0070781259-1

II,, ShailendraSinghRawat S/O
Mahavir SinghRawat, R/o Flat
No- 2916/29, FloorOrchid
Tower, SKAGreenarch, Sector
16BGreaterNoidaWest,
OppositeNiralaAspire,
GautamBuddhaNagar, Uttar
Pradesh- 201310. Declare that
NameofMyFather hasbeen
wronglywrittenasMahbir
SinghRawat inmyPassport
No- P9672045. Theactual name
ofMyFather isMahavir Singh
Rawat,whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0070781260-1

II,, Ruchi,W/ORamanDeep
SandhuR/oA-26/A, RamNagar,
OmVihar, UttamNagar,West
Delhi- 110059. have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasRuchi Singh.

0070781247-1

II,, RakeshKumarTanwar S/O
FatehSinghTanwar, R/oHNo-
31, ShyamNagar, OkhlaPhase-
3, Okhla Industrial Estate,
Delhi-110020, Declare that
nameofMinehasbeen
wronglywrittenasRakesh in
myminor SonDhruvTanwar,
agedabout 13Years, In his
BirthCertificateRegistration
No-13943, that nameofmine
andmywife hasbeenwrongly
writtenasRakeshTanwar and
DeepMalaTanwar in his School
Record. Theactual nameof
Mineandmywife areRakesh
KumarTanwar andDeepmala.
It is certified that I have
compliedwith other legal
requirements in this
connection. 0070781258-1

II,, SamiranChakrabarty S/OSN
Chakraborty, R/oA- 402,
KrishnaKunj, NasirpurDwarka
Sec- 1A, PalamVillage, South
WestDelhi- 110045, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasSamiran
Chakraborty. 0070781251-1

II,, VijayKumarAgrawal S/O
BishambarNathAgrawal, R/o
30B, JagannathPuri, Near
JanamBhumi,Mathura, Uttar
Pradesh- 281001, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasVijayKumar
Gupta. 0070781265-1

II,, Pushpa JainW/OArunKumar
DagaR/oHouseNo-C-142,
SecondFloor, YojnaVihar, East
Delhi- 110092. have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasPushpaDevi Daga
...

0070781241-1

II,, Nitin SachdevaS/ONaresh
Kumar Sachdeva, R/o 3242A.
MahendraPark, Rani Bagh,
Saraswati Vihar, NorthWest
Delhi- 110034. I have changed
thenameofmyminor Son
Kabeer Sachdevaagedabout 4
Years andHeshall hereafter be
knownasKabeerr Sachdeva.

0070781255-1

II,, NijaMuddin S/OSansar, R/oH
No- 270, RangpuriMalikpur
Kohi,Mahipalpur, SouthWest
Delhi- 110037, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasNijamuddin.

0070781239-1

II,,ManjuVohraW/oLate Shri
MukeshVohraR/oHouse
No.99, Ground Floor, BG-
7,PaschimVihar, NewDelhi-
110063, have changedmyname
fromManjuBalaVohra to
ManjuVohra for all future
purpose includingmyPassport
No.M4418082.

0040610138-1

II,, LokendraKumarGeraS/o
SomnathGera,R/o-1006
Mahavir CGHS-Ltd,Plot.No-5a
Sector-22, Dwarka, Delhi-
110075have changedmyname
to LokendraGeraPermanently.

0040610126-1

II,, JayasreeA.M,W/O
Sreenivasan
Narangampurathu
VidyadharanNair R/oD18/602,
IreoVictoryVillage, Sector 67,
Badshapur, Gurgaon,Haryana-
122101. have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
as JayasreeSreenivasan.

0070781261-1

II,, GMahidhar RaoS/OG. Tushar
Rao, R/oC-81, Neeti Bagh,Near
FatherAgnel School, New
Delhi- 110049, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasMahidharRao
Gadela.

0070781267-1

II,, G Brahmakrit RaoS/OG.
TusharRao, R/oC-81, Neeti
Bagh, Near FatherAgnel
School, NewDelhi- 110049,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
Brahmakrit RaoGadela.

0070781254-1

II,, BhagwantRaniW/oLate Shree
TeerathChandR/oB-114-B,
Kalkaji, NewDelhi-110019. have
changedmyname from
BHAGWANTRANI to
BHAGWANTI RANI for all future
purposes. I doherebydeclare
that BHAGWANTRANI&
BHAGWANTI RANI is oneand
the sameperson i.e.myself.

0040610147-1

II,, AshutoshPathakS/ORajendra
KumarPathak, R/oH.No-5/75
FF, Shivaji Nagar, Near Thakaral
NursingHome,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001. I have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughter Prashvita Pathak
agedabout 9Years andShe
shall hereafter be knownas
TanviikaPathak. 0070781238-1

II,, AjabSinghS/OShishpal Singh,
R/o 295, Near Peer Baba,
Shrfabad, Noida, Gautam
BuddhaNagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201301, Declare that nameof
MineandMyWife hasbeen
wronglywrittenasAjabSingh
YadavandSeemaYadav inmy
minor SonVarunKumarYadav,
agedabout 14YearsYear, In his
School Record. Theactual
nameofMineandMyWife are
AjabSinghandSeema,which
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0070781249-1

II RuchikaW/O, Kushagr SoinR/o
H.no.28, Second Floor, Street
No. 10, PratapNagar, Delhi-
110007 have changedmyname
toRuchikaSoin for all
purposes. 0040610146-1

II BrijeshDeviW/oDinesh
Chandra R/o 103Kotla Panjaba,
StationRoad, Firozabad, Uttar
Pradesh -283203have changed
mynameBrijeshKumari

0040610148-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT PANKAJ SABHARWAL
S/o B.N Sabharwal INTENDS TO one
SHOP BUILT ON TWO SIDE OPEN
BEARING PRIVATE NO. 4194/6 ON
GROUND FLOOR HAVING SIZE
MEASURING 9'4'' X 14'6'' (11.89 SQ
MTRS) WARD NO. XIII SITUATED IN
GALI AHIRAN PAHARI DHIRAJ
SADAR BAZAR DELHI- 110006 TO BE
LEGAL HEIR OF ABOVE SAID
PROPERTY. ANYONE HAVING
OBJECTION OR CLAIM IS
REQUESTED TO CONTACT AT
9811039103 WITHIN 07 DAYS, WITH
DOCUMENTED SUPPORT OF THEIR
OBJECTION OR CLAIM.

KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No D/748/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY INFORMED
THAT MY CLIENTS SH. RAMPATI S/O SH.
ATTAR SINGH AND HIS WIFE SMT.
BRINDA YADAV BOTH RESIDENT OF
B-11/38, SECTOR-18, ROHINI, NORTH
WEST, DELHI-110089 HAVE SEVERED ALL
THEIR RELATIONS WITH THEIR SON SH.
YASH YADAV AND HIS WIFE MS. ROSHNI
R/O D-411, THIRD FLOOR, GALI NO.4,
BURARI ROAD SWAROOP NAGAR, DELHI-
110042 DUE TO HIS BAD HABITS/
BEHAVIOUR, BOTH OF MY ABOVE NAMED
CLIENTS HAVE ALSO DISOWNED AND
DEBARRED THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER-
IN-LAW FROM ALL THEIR MOVABLE OR
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES. ANYBODY
DEALING WITH SH. YASH YADAV AND HIS
WIFE SMT. ROSHNI WILL DO SO AT
HIS/HER THEIR OWN RISK AND
RESPONSIBILITIES. AND MY CLIENTS
WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY
ACT, DEED OR DEALING DONE BY YASH
YADAV AND HIS WIFE MS. ROSHNI

Sd/-
DEEPAK KAUSHIK (Advocate)

En. No D/1164/09
Chamber No. 314, Lawyer’s Chamber,

Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO THE PUBLIC AT
LARGE THAT my client Pushpa
Sethi, W/o Late Sh. Jagdish Sethi,
R/o H. NO. 10779, Gali No - 14,
Andha Mughal, Pratap Nagar Delhi,
110007, have disowned her son
Deepak Sethi and His Family
members Indu Sethi (daughter in
law) Sahil Sethi (grandson), Nikita
Sethi (grandson’s wife), Malvika
Dhingra (Grand-daughter), from her
moveable and immovable property
out of her free will and consent as
they are not up-to-her temperament
and is not obedient to her. And are
beyond her control and supervision
so she severed all her relations with
them and disowned them from all her
inheritance absolutely and forever.

Sd/- M.K. Arora (Advocate)
Ch. No. 381, 1st Floor,

Western Wing, Tis Hazari Court

Àf½fÊÀff²ffSX¯f Àfc¨f³ff
Àf½fÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f Wû dI ¸fZSm ¸fb½fd¢I »f ßfe¸f°fe
´ff½fÊ°fe QZ½fe, C¸fi 62 ½f¿fÊ ´f°³fe À½f¦feÊ¹f ßfe ¶f©fe Sf¸f
I ³ffÊMI , ´f°ff- ´»ffgM ³fa¶fS 23 JÀfSf ³fa¶fS 15/11
dÀfadOIZ M EaI »fZ½f S§fb ³f¦fS ³fBÊ dQ»»fe-110045 ³fZ A´f³fZ
´fbÂf Àf°¹ff ´fiI fVf C¸fi 41 ½f¿fÊ I û C³fIZ ´fdS½ffS ´fbÂf½f²fc
ßfe¸f°fe ¦fe°ff QZ½fe C¸fi 38 ½f¿fÊ ½f ´füdÂf¹fûÔ Af°¸ff C¸fi 14
½f¿fÊ, I f½¹ff C¸fi 12 ½f¿fÊ, I û C³fIZ ¦f»f°f ¸faVff E½fa
¶fQ°f¸feªfe, ¸ff³fdÀfI ´fi°ffOÞ³ff, »fOÞfBÊ Óf¦fOÞ³fZ IZ I fS¯f
A´f³fZ Àf·fe Àfa¶fa²f d½f¨LZQ I S d»fE W`Ô °f±ff C´fSû¢°f Àf·fe
»fû¦fûÔ I û A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f ªff¹fQfQ ¨f»f E½fa A¨f»f Àfa´fd°f
ÀfZ ½fad¨f°f E½fa ¶fZQJ»f I S dQ¹ff W`Ü C³fIZ dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊ
½¹f½fWfS IZ d»fE ¸fZSm ¸fb½fd¢I »f I e ªf½ff¶fQZWe ³fWeÔ Wû¦feÜ

Sd./-
VIKASDEEP SHARMA

ADVOCATE
E.NO.: D/1011/2008

CHAMBER NO. 522, DWARKA COURT
NEW DELHI-110075

M: 9911994525

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my
client Mrs. Madhu Malti Saini W/o Late Dr.
Shiv Kumar Saini, R/o D-126. Freedom
Fighter Enclave, IGNOU Road, Neb Sarai,
New Delhi-110068, has revoked all her
previous Will/Testament/Codicils including
registered Will dated 16.07.2021, by
execution and registration of Cancellation
of Will, duly registered as No. 669, Book
No. 4, Vol. 741 on pages 175 to 178,
registered on 07.04.2022 in the office Sub-
Registrar VA, Hauz Khas, New Delhi and
has executed a fresh Will dated 5.4.2022,
duly registered vide Registration No. 484
in Book No. 3, Vol. No. 627 on page 184 to
187, registered on 05.04.2022, in the
office of Sub-Registrar VA, Hauz Khas,
New Delhi, favouring her daughter Mrs.
Sarika Sabharwal, vide which she has
been bequeathed entire immovable
property bearing No. D-126, Freedom
Fighter Enclave, IGNOU Road, Neb Sarai,
New Delhi-110068.

Sd/- (M.A. Hashmi)
Enrolled No. D/1028/2002 Advocate
169, Patiala House Courts, New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
All concerned our hereby informed that my
client Onkar Nath Thakur S/o Nakul Thakur
and Kalpana Thakur, R/o Khillat Chandra
Ghosh Lane, Burdhanath, Bamkali Gali,
Bhagalpur, jagdishpur, Bhagalpur, Bihar-
812001, have severed all their relations
and connection with their son named
Kumar Gaurav Thakur, aged 36 years and
debarred him from all the movable and
immovable properties, as he proved to be
most disrespectful, disobedient and
harmful towards my client and their family.
My client and their family members shall
not be responsible for any legal or illegal
activities of their son. In future anybody
deals with the son of my client in any
manner whatsoever, my aforesaid client
shall not be liable for any consequences of
the said dealings. Any dealings with the
son of my aforesaid client shall be done at
the risk and cost of person who deals with
them.

Sd/- SOURABH SINGH TOMER
Enrl No. D/3684/17 ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 292A, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

II SubratDamS/oLate Shri R.M.
Dam, have Lost Two
Documents i.e Allotment
Letter&Possession Letter
dated-11.07.2005Related toMy
flat. No.B-502, Swasthya
EnclaveSahkari AwasSamiti
Ltd. Situatedat Plot. no. GH-05,
Sector-5, Vasundhara
Ghaziabad, U.P if findplease
informSBI RACPC-02, Sector-62
Noida. 0070781268-1

WWeehave lost Relinquishment
Deeddated-14.12.2012 in
favour ofAnil Kaushal and
SanjayKaushal both,S/o
ParshotamLal in respect of
property no.FB-6,Tagore-
Garden,NewDelhi-110027.FIR
hasbeen lodgedvide LR
No.254662/2022dated-
26.03.2022.If anyone found
he/shemaycontact/return to
usonour address.FB-6,Tagore
Garden,NewDelhi-110027.+91-
9811146634. 0040610152-5

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

FFuuttuurree Predictions /Remedies
with full responsibility under
ConsumerProtectionAct of
India. DoubleRefundof fee if
wrong. GetAll inwriting from
DKPuri Astrologer. Chandigarh
/Zirakpur. 9316118976
astrologer_dkpuri@yahoo.co
mFee isRs.1500/-.

0050195309-1

CCoonnttaacctt P.D.KumarAstrologer
for expert futureguidelines
andmost accurate solution for
health,marriage, career etc.
Mail at
astrologer_kumar@yahoo.co
m for completedetails.
Satisfactionassured.

0050194439-1

SSEERRVVIICCEESS

AASSTTRROOLLOOGGYY

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

CLASSIFIEDS&TENTERS

New Delhi
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Domesticequity, currency,bullionandoilmarketswereclosedonFridayonaccountofGoodFriday; internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

GOLD
`52,941

RUPEE
`76.18

OIL
$99.86

SILVER
`69,179

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarketasofApril13,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofApril12

JOSHHORWITZ&
SARAHWU
SHANGHAI/TAIPEI,APRIL15

SHIPMENTSOFsomeAppleprod-
ucts, aswell as Dell and Lenovo
laptopsare likely to facedelays if
China’sCovid-19lockdownsper-
sist, analysts said, as curbs force
assemblers to shut down and
closed-loop arrangements get
hardertomaintain.
China’sracetostopthespread

of Covid-19 has jammed high-
waysandports,strandedworkers
andleftfactoriesawaitinggovern-
mentapprovaltoreopen-disrup-
tions that are rippling through
globalsupplychains.
Apple Inc supplier Pegatron

Corpsaidthisweekitwouldsus-
pend its plants in Shanghai and
Kunshan,whereaccordingtosup-

ply chainexperts it produces the
iPhone 13, the iPhone SE series,
andotherlegacymodels.
QuantaComputer Inc,which

producessomethree-quartersof
Apple’sMacbooks globally, also
shutoperations,whichcouldim-
pactdeliversmoreseverely, ana-

lysts said. The final impact on
Apple’ssupplychainisuncertain
anddependsonfactorsincluding
howlonglockdownspersist.
Shanghai is approaching a

thirdweekof lockdownandhas
shownnosignofawidere-open-
ing. REUTERS

BRIEFLY
FRLmeeting
NewDelhi:FutureRetail Ltd
(FRL)saidthemeetingsofits
shareholders and creditors
nextweek to consider and
approve thesaleof its retail
assets toRelianceRetail are
in compliancewith the di-
rectionsissuedbytheNatio-
nalCompanyLawTribunal.
Earlier thisweek, Amazon,
which is contesting the
`24,713croredeal,hadsaid
themeetingswere“illegal”.

WheattoEgypt
NewDelhi:Commerce&In-
dustryMinisterPiyushGoy-
alsaidEgypt,oneofthelarg-
estimportersofwheatfrom
UkraineandRussia,hasclea-
redIndiaasawheatsupplier.
Egypt looking to import 1
milliontonneofwheatfrom
India and would need
2,40,000tonneinApril.

NewErtiga
NewDelhi:Maruti Suzuki
India has launched a new
versionofitsmulti-purpose
vehicle Ertiga, priced be-
tween`8.35-12.79lakh(ex-
showroom).

SITINetworks
NewDelhi:HDFChasmoved
theNCLTagainstEsselgroup
companyandmulti-system
operator SITINetworks Ltd
foranallegeddefaultof`296
crore.“Thecompanyhasre-
ceivedthenoticeof thesaid
caseonApril13,2022,”SITI
Networkssaidinafiling.

IndiGoboard
NewDelhi: IndiGo named
formerShellIndiachairman
Vikram SinghMehta and
formerIndianAirForceChief
BSDhanoaas independent
non-executive directors.
MehtawillreplaceAnupam
Khanna,andDhanoawillre-
place former Sebi chief M
Damodaran, itsaid. PTI

NewDelhi: The commercemin-
istry has relaxed various proce-
dures under the Export
PromotionCapitalGoods (EPCG)
scheme inorder to reduce com-
pliance requirements and facili-
tateeaseofdoingbusiness.
Underthescheme,importsof

capital goods are allowed duty
free, subject to anexport obliga-
tion.Theauthorisationholder(or
exporter) under the schemehas
toexportfinishedgoodsworthsix
timesof the actual duty saved in
value terms in six years. Theob-
jective of the Export Promotion
CapitalGoods(EPCG)schemeisto
facilitate import of capital goods
for producingquality goods and
servicesandenhanceIndia’sman-
ufacturingcompetitiveness.
“Withaviewtoenhanceease

of doing business and reduce

complianceburden, certainpro-
visionsofchapter5relatedtothe
EPCGschemeoftheHandbookof
procedures(2015-20)areamend-
edforEPCGauthorisationsissued
underForeignTradePolicy(2015-
20),” theDirectorate General of
ForeignTradesaidinanotice.
Thechangesincludethosere-

lated to annual reporting of EO
(exportobligation)—insteadofby
April 30eachyear, exporters can
file that by June 30 of each year
with specified information, but
anydelaywillbesubject toa late
fee of Rs 5,000. Requests for ex-
port obligationextension should
bemadewithinsixmonthsofex-
piryinsteadof90daysprescribed
earlier. However, applications
madeafter sixmonthsandupto
sixyearsaresubjecttoalatefeeof
Rs10,000perauthorisation. PTI

ComMin eases norms
under EPCG scheme

Aworkerat theentrancetoatunnel leadingtothePudong
area,afterCovidrestrictions inShanghai. Reuters file

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL15

THEGOVERNMENT is consider-
ingmandatinginstallationoftele-
cominfrastructureinsidehousing
projects and premises by intro-
ducing changes in the national
buildingcodeandmodelbuilding
bye-laws,accordingtodraftRight
ofWay guidelines issuedby the
DepartmentofTelecom.
TheDepartmentof Telecom-

munications (DoT) has comeup
withthedraftRightofWay(RoW)
guidelines for establishment of
telecominfrastructureacrossthe
countrytoamendoldnormsand
finetune the rules to suit the re-
quirementof5Gnetworkrollout.
Telecomoperatorswill need

to install 5G sites closer to the
groundasthesignalstransmitted
for the servicewillmove at very
highspeedbutcovershorterdis-
tances.WITHPTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

BIKE-TAXI PLATFORM
Rapido said Friday it has
raised$180millioninafund-
ing round led by food and
grocery delivery company
Swiggy, along with invest-
ment from TVS Motor
Company,Westbridge, Shell
Ventures, and Nexus
Ventures. Post this Series D
investment round, Rapido is
valuedatabout$800million.
Swiggy leading Rapido’s

latestfundraiseassumessig-
nificance in the former’s
plans to expand into a logis-
tics-ledmodel. “Swiggy and
Rapidoshareavisiontobuild
a logisticsplatformthat em-
powers riders throughmore
opportunities and higher
earnings. While we’ve al-
readybeenworkingtogether,
this investment facilitates
closer alignment to leverage
the synergies between the
platforms and improve the
value we provide to both
consumers and delivery ex-
ecutives/captains across the
country,”Swiggyco-founder
and CEO Sriharsha Majety
said inastatement.
According to regulatory

filings, Swiggy invested
around $124million in the
current round. In the past,
Rapido has raised $130mil-
lion fromvarious investors.
Rapido is currently pres-

ent in around 100 cities
acrossthecountrywithover
1.5 million driver-partners.
The company said that the
funds from this investment
roundwillbeusedtobolster
itstechnology,strengthenits
teamsacrosscapabilities, in-
crease overall supply across

a larger audience base in
metros, tier 1, 2, and 3 cities,
and ensure a seamless last-
mile connectivity. “This will
fortify Rapido’s presence to
provide a convenient, safe,
accessible,andaffordableal-
ternativemodeofdailycom-
muting,” thecompanysaid.
Commenting on the

fundraise,Rapidoco-founder
AravindSankasaid:“Welook
forward to learning from
Swiggy’s experience to scale
up throughout the country
and enhance our captains’
(driver-partners)/customers’
experience, who are the
backboneof ourbusiness.”
He added, “TVS Motor,

who are very passionate
about EVs and the future of
mobility, will help us in fur-
ther expansion.We hope to
accelerate our pace of be-
comingahouseholdnameas
weincreaseourgeographies
and services, on the back-
bone of our robust, global-
standard technology.”

SECTORWATCH
ONLINEAGGREGATOR

DRIVINGFACTORS:
■Goodperformanceofequities
■Aggressivefunddisbursalby
banksatlowerinterestrate

Amountraisedlastfiscalwas24%
lowerfromarecordRs7.72lakh

croremobilisedinFY21,datawith
SecuritiesandExchangeBoardof
India(Sebi)showed

DAMPENERSTOTHECAUSE
INFY23COULDBE:
■Highgovernmentborrowingsthat

maycrowdoutprivateplacements
■Adverseinterestratecycles

Ongoingfinancialyear isexpected
toberobustintermsoffundraising

activitiesthroughdebtrouteonac-
countofhigherdemandforcredit
fromcorporatesinlightoftheim-
provingeconomicoutlook

Source:Sebi/PTI

Fund raising by listed companies through private
placement of corporate bondswas at a six-year low in
2021-22 at `5.88 lakh crore, showed Sebi data

In terms of issuance, 1,405 issues were witnessed in the just concluded fiscal year as compared to 1,995 issues in 2020-21

Fund raising by listed cos via
debt placement at 6-yr low

`5.88
lakhcrore
raisedlastfiscalwasthe
lowest levelsince
2015-16,whenlisted
companieshadraised
`4.58lakhcrore

Toreducecompliancerequirements,
facilitateeaseofdoingbusiness

DoT draft: Telecom
infra to be mandatory
inside housing projects

Apple, others see delays as China
Covid curbs squeeze suppliers

FOR5GROLLOUT

■TheDoThascomeup
withthedraftRoW
normstofinetunerules
tosuittherequirementof
5Gnetworkrollout

File

■PostthisSeriesD
investmentround—
ledbySwiggy,along
withinvestmentfrom
TVSMotorCompany,
Westbridge,Shell
Ventures,andNexus
Ventures—Rapidois
valuedatabout
$800million

■ Accordingto
regulatoryfilings,
Swiggyinvested
around$124million
inthecurrentround

VALUEDAT
$800MILLION

With Swiggy as
lead, Rapido raises
$180 mn; both eye
logistics scale-up

NewDelhi:FutureEnterprisesLtd
(FEL) has defaulted on the pay-
ment of interest of Rs 1.22 crore
due onnon-convertible deben-
tures,accordingtoaregulatoryfil-
ing. Theduedate forpaymentof
Rs1.22croreinterestwasApril13,
FELsaidintheregulatoryfiling.
“The company is unable to

serviceitsobligationsinrespectof
the interest onNon-Convertible
DebentureswasdueonApril 13,
2022,”itsaid.
This is the seconddefault by

the Kishore Biyani-led Future
groupfirmthisweek.OnApril12,
FEL had informedabout the de-
fault on the payment of Rs 9.10
croreinterestdueonNCDs.
Thelatestdefault isonthein-

terest of securities issued for a
sumofRs25crore.PTI

Future
Enterprises
defaults

NewDelhi:UltraTechCementon
Friday announced investing
$101.10 million (around Rs
839.52crore)fora29.39percent
equity stake in the UAE-based
RAK Cement Co for White
Cement and Construction
MaterialsPSC (RAKWCT).
This is a “strategic invest-

ment” for the company, Aditya
BirlaGroupfirmsaidinaregula-
toryupdate.
“UltraTech Cement Middle

EastInvestmentsLtd(UCMEIL),a
wholly-ownedsubsidiaryof the
Company in the UAE, has in-
vested in 29.39 per cent equity
sharecapitalofRAKWCT,acom-
panylistedontheAbuDhabiand
Kuwait stock exchanges,” the
companysaid. PTI

UltraTech
buys 29% in
UAE-based co
for $101.1 mn

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,APRIL15

THE ISSUE of low coal stocks at
thermal power plants across a
numberof states is likely to con-
tinue till at least theendof April,
saidaseniorgovernmentofficial.
Lowcoal inventories at ther-

malpowerplantshavealreadyled
to load shedding in anumber of
states,includingPunjab,Maharas-
htra,AndhraPradesh,MadhyaPr-
adeshandBihar.Aseniorgovern-
mentofficialsaidtherequirement
forthermalpowerhadhit3.4bil-
lionunits(BU)perdayagainstan
estimateof3.25-3.3BUperdayas
aresultofunexpectedlyhighde-
mand forpower, and lower sup-
plyfromgas-basedpowerplants
duetoaspikeinprices.Coal-based
thermal powermeets about 76
per cent of the country’s power
demand. OnApril 14, total elec-
tricityshortageinthecountrywas
about74.9millionunitswith1,215
MWofcapacityshortageatpeak
demand.“Thereisplentyofavail-
abilityofdomesticcoal,bothfrom
CoalIndiaandcaptivemines,”the
official said, adding theRailways
werenotgearedtomeetthecur-
rent spike in demand for coal
transportation.
Plants that rely on domestic

coalhavecomeunderpressureas
thoseutilisingimportedcoalhave
reducedpowersupplytodiscoms
amidhighinternationalprices.
“States suchasPunjab,Hary-

ana, Gujarat, andMaharashtra
thathadPPAswiththem(impor-
tedcoalbasedplants)arenowde-
mandingmorecoalfortheirown
thermalplants,”theofficialsaid.
Stateshave increasinglybeen

lookingtoprocurepowerfromthe
energy exchanges at elevated
rates toavoid loadshedding.The
averagemarket clearingprice of
electricityontheDayAheadMar-
ket at the IndiaEnergyExchange

was Rs 9.74 per unit (kilowatt-
hour)onFriday,upfromanaver-
age price of Rs 3.4 per unit in
January. The government is cur-
rently in talkswith such thermal
power plants and discoms to
restartpowergenerationtomeet
demand.“Idoexpectthesituation
to remain grim for the next 15
daysorso,”saidtheofficialonthe
ability of states to meet their
powerrequirements,notingthat
lowerdemandforpowerinsome
areasinMaycouldeasethepres-
sureoncoal supplies. Theofficial
said themove by the Centre to
permitstatestoutiliselinkagecoal
inplantscloser tominesthatcan
thentransmitelectricity, thereby
reducing the need to transport
coal,wouldbekeytodealingwith
theissueofpowersupplies.
Despiteincreasingdemandfor

power, the number of railway
rakesbeingusedtotransportcoal
topowerhouses sawadecline in
the first half of April. An average
of380.6rakesof coalweretrans-
portedtothermalpowerstations
in the first twoweeksof April as
againstanaverageof408.9rakes
inMarch, according todata from
theIndianRailways.Officialssaid
thechangecouldbearesultofin-
creasing shipments of coal to in-
dustryandmoreshipmentstolo-
cations far frommines, which
requirehigherturnaroundtime.

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,APRIL15

INAIR India’s firstmajor senior
management reshuffle since it
washandedovertotheTataGroup
by the government, the airline’s
ChairmanNChandrasekaranhas
appointedkeyTataGroupperson-
nel to theairline,while retaining
somepre-disinvestmentofficials.
TataSonsseniorvicepresident

Nipun Aggarwal has been ap-
pointedchief commercial officer
and Tata Steel’s Suresh Dutt
Tripathihasbeenappointedchief
humanresourcesofficer.
Notably, theTataGroup is yet

toappointachiefexecutiveofficer
oftheairline.
Amongthepre-disinvestment

officials, operations head RS
Sandhuand financeheadVinod
Hejmadihavebeen reappointed
aschiefofoperationsandchief fi-
nancial officer, respectively.
Aggarwal replacesAir India vet-
eran Meenakshi Malik, while
Tripathi succeeds Air India’s
AmritaSharan.MalikandSharan
wereappointedasadvisorstothe
CEOof Air India, according to a
companycommunicationsigned
byChandrasekaran.Acopyof the
communicationwasreviewedby
TheIndianExpress.
Further, Satya Ramaswamy

has been appointed Air India’s
chief digital& technologyofficer
andRajeshDograasheadof cus-
tomer experience and ground
handling.WhileRamaswamyhas
workedatTataDigital asheadof
strategic initiatives,Dogracomes
infromTataConsultancyServices,
wherehehasplayedakeyrole in
the company’s execution of the
PassportSevaKendraproject.
The communication noted

thatMalikandSharanwillserveas
advisors to theChairman till the
newCEOjoins.TheTataGroup,in
January, had announced former
TurkishAirlines Chairman Ilker
Ayci as Air India CEOpending a
government approval but Ayci
laterdeniedtheappointment.
Other than Chandrasekaran

andtheotherexecutivedirectors,
HindustanUnilever CEO&MD
SanjivMehtaandformerGeneral
Insurance Corporation Chair-
personAliceVaidyanserveonAir
India’sboardofdirectorsas inde-
pendentdirectors.
IntheabsenceofaCEO,execu-

tivedecisions at theairlinewere
being taken by an Air India
ManagingCommitteeheadedby
AggarwalwithHejmadi,Sandhu,
SharanandMalikasitsmembers.
Further, Air India is restoring

salariesofemployeesinaphased
mannertopre-pandemiclevelsas
the aviation sector is recovering
withthedeclineofCovidcases.
The pilots flying allowance,

special pay and wide body al-
lowancewerecutby35per cent,

40 per cent and 40per cent, re-
spectively, after the onset of the
pandemic. FromApril 1 thisyear,
flyingallowance, special payand
widebodyallowanceofpilotsare
being restoredby20per cent, 25
per cent and25per cent, respec-
tively, according to anorganisa-
tionalcircularoftheairlineseenby
TheIndianExpress.
Cabincrewmembers’flyingal-

lowanceandwidebodyallowance
wascutby15percentand20per
cent,respectively,duringthepeak
of the pandemic, the circular
noted.Flyingallowanceandwide
body allowance of cabin crew
membersarebeingrestoredby10
andfivepercent,respectively,April
1onwards. Theallowancesgiven
toofficersandotherstaffmembers
werecutby50percentand30per
cent,respectively,duringthepan-
demic, and while officers’ al-
lowancesarebeingrestoredby25
per cent fromApril 1, other staff
members’ allowances are being
restoredtopre-pandemiclevel.
“As the hope of a post-pan-

demicworld seemswithin reach
and the aviation sector takes off
once again with some visible
changes inourperformance,we
arehappytoinformyouthatyour
salary cuts have been reviewed
andtherestorationofsalarieswill
happeninaphasedmanner,” the
circularnoted.

STARTSRESTORINGPAYINPHASEDMANNERTOPRE-COVIDLEVELS

REUTERS
SANFRANCISCO,APRIL15

TESLA INC CEO Elon Musk on
Thursdaysteppedupcriticismof
theUSsecuritiesregulator,calling
Securities and Exchange
Commission officials “bastards”
forbringingfraudchargesagainst
himoverhis2018tweetsregard-
ingtakingthecompanyprivate.
On the day he made major

news by unveiling a $43 billion
cashtakeoverofferforsocialme-
dia company Twitter Inc,Musk
aired his grievances toward the
SEC during remarks at the TED
ConferenceinVancouver.
Musk,theworld’srichestper-

sonaccordingtoaForbestally,said
funding to takehis electrical car
companyprivatewasactuallyse-
cured at the time he posted his
tweets, but the agency “pursued
the active public investigation
nonetheless.”
“SoIwasforcedtoconcedeto

the SEC unlawfully. Those bas-
tards,”Musktoldtheaudience.

Musksaidhefeltforcedtoset-
tlewith the SEC because banks
threatened to cease providing
capital if hedidnot do so,which
wouldhavemadeTeslabankrupt
immediately.
“So that’s likehavingagunto

yourchild’shead,”Musksaid.
“Iwas forced to admit that I

lied to save Tesla’s life and that’s
theonlyreason,”Muskadded.
MuskandTeslaeachpaid$20

million civil fines — andMusk
steppeddownasTesla’schairman
—toresolveSECclaimsthatMusk
defrauded investors on Aug. 7,
2018, byposting onTwitter that
hehad“fundingsecured” to take
thecompanyprivate.TheSECsaid
at the time his funding tweets
“lackedanadequatebasisinfact.”
AspokespersonfortheSECdid

notimmediatelyrespondtoare-
questforcommentonThursday.

REUTERS
NEWYORK,APRIL15

TWITTERADOPTEDa'poisonpill'
onFriday,astandardtakeoverde-
fensethatlimitsElonMusk'sabil-
ity to raise his stake in the social
mediaplatform,asabuyoutfirm
emergedtochallengehis$43bil-
lionbidforthecompany.
ThomaBravo, a technology-

focusedprivate equity firm that
hadmorethan$103billioninas-
setsundermanagementasofthe
end of December, has informed
Twitterthatitisexploringthepos-
sibility of putting together a bid,
sourcessaid.
It is not clear how much

ThomaBravowouldbeprepared
to offer and there is no certainty
thatsucharivalbidwillmaterial-
ize, sources said. AThomaBravo

spokesperson declined to com-
mentwhile Twitter representa-
tivesdidnotimmediatelyrespond
toarequestforcomment.TheNew
York Post reported on Thursday
that ThomaBravowas consider-
ingabidforTwitter.
Twitter said it adoptedapoi-

sonpill thatwoulddiluteanyone
amassingastakeinthecompany
ofover15percentbysellingmore
shares to other shareholders.
Knownformallyasashareholder
rightsplan,thepoisonpillwillbe
in place for 364days. Themove
would not preventMusk from
takinghisofferdirectlytoTwitter
shareholdersby launchingaten-
der offer.While the poison pill
would prevent most Twitter
shareholders from selling their
shares,thetenderofferwouldal-
lowthemtoregistertheirsupport
ordisapprovalofMusk'soffer.

Musk abuses US SEC officials over ‘forced settlement’

TeslaCEOElonMuskatarecentplantopeningparty,Austin.APfile

Stretched supply
chains likely to
weigh on coal
stocks till Apr-end

AirIndiaplane,NetajiSubhash
ChandraBoseInternational
Airport,Kolkata.File

NewDelhi:AllianceAirsaidit
will now sell tickets under
the ‘9I’ codeandhas shifted
to its owncloud-basedpas-
senger service system(PSS)
starting Friday. AllianceAir
wasnotpartof theAir India
salewhen theCentre sold it
toTatagrouplastyear.PTI

Alliance Air gets
own passenger
service system

AI rejig:MoreTataexecs join,
keypre-saleofficials retained

LOWCOALinventoriesat
thermalpowerplants
havealreadyledtoload
sheddinginanumberof
states, includingPunjab,
Maharashtra,Andhra
Pradesh,MadhyaPradesh
andBihar.

Load
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Twitter adopts ‘poison
pill’ to fight takeover

‘Domesticcoalavailable;Railways
notgearedtomeetdemandspike’
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PAKISTAN

Philanthropist
BilquisBano
Edhidiesat74
BILQUIS BANO Edhi, the
wife of Pakistan’s
renowned humanitarian
andphilanthropist,thelate
AbdulSattarEdhi,diedata
privatehospitaliKarachion
Friday. Shewas74. Bilquis
workedshouldertoshoul-
derwithherhusbandines-
tablishingtheAbdulSattar
EdhiFoundation,awelfare
organisation that gained
worldwidefameforitshu-
manitarianwork inmany
areas.Afterthedeathofher
husband in July 2016,
Bilquiscarriedonthework
of thefoundationwithher
son Faisal Edhi,who con-
firmed her death to the
media.Hesaidhismother
wasadmittedtothehospi-
talafterherbloodpressure
suddenly dropped earlier
this week. Pakistan
PresidentArif AlviandPM
Shehbaz Sharif expressed
theircondolences. PTI

BilquisBanoEdhi

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

SOUTHAFRICA

Flooddeath
toll risesto
nearly400
SOUTHAFRICANauthori-
tieswere releasingemer-
gency funds on Friday to
help tens of thousands of
people leftwithout shel-
ter,waterandpower,after
flashfloodswashedaway
homes and roads and
killed almost 400 people
onthecountry'seastcoast.
The floods in Kwazulu-
Natal Province have
knocked out power lines,
shutdownwaterservices
anddisrupted operations
at one of Africa's busiest
ports. The death toll rose
to 395 on Friday froman
earlier estimate of 341,
state broadcaster SABC
said. REUTERS

YEMEN

10al-Qaeda
inmatesescape
fromprison
TENJAILEDal-Qaidamili-
tants have escaped from
prison inYemen’seastern
province of Hadramawt,
security officials said on
Friday.Theinmatesstaged
a quarrel among them-
selveslateThursdayatthe
prison in Seiyun, forcing
guards to intervene. But
whentheydid,theprison-
ers overpowered them,
seizing their guns before
runningaway,prisonoffi-
cials said. Preliminary in-
vestigationsindicatedthat
theinmatesmusthaveco-
ordinatedtheirmovewith
some prison guards and
othermilitants fromout-
side,theyadded. AP

JOHNLEICESTER
PARIS,APRIL 15

AS SHE cooks lunch and talks
politics, Jewish voter Sarah
Gutmann has a nasty feeling—
of would-be French president
Marine Le Pen invading thepri-
vacy of her home, reaching di-
rectly intoherlifeandtheplates
of chicken and kosher sausages
thatsheisfryingforherhusband
andtheir eldest son.
That’s because the far-right

candidatewantstooutlawritual
slaughterifelectednextSunday.
And that could directly impact
howGutmann feeds her family
and exercises her religious free-

dom. She and her husband,
Benjamin, say theywould have
tothinkaboutleavingFranceifa
far-right government interfered
with observant Jews’ kosher di-
ets.TheirfearisthatunderLePen,
targeting ritually slaughtered
meats could be just the start of
steps tomake French Jews and
Muslimsfeelunwelcome.
“Attacking the way we eat

impingesonourprivacyandthat
isveryserious,”Gutmannsaidas
shebusiedherself inthekitchen
of theirParishome.
“Theintentionistotargetmi-

nority populations that bother
her and send amessage to vot-
ers who are against these mi-
norities: ‘Vote forme, because I

will attack them and perhaps,
with time,make themleave.’”
Muslim shopper Hayat

Ettabet saidher familymight be

forced to illegally slaughter at
hometostaywithintheirreligious
rules,bleedingoutanimals“inthe
bathroom,backtothewayitwas.”

Le Pen says all animals
should be stunned before
slaughter, and frames the issue
as one of animalwelfare. That’s
unacceptable toobservant Jews
andMuslimswhobelieve stun-
ningcausesunnecessaryanimal
suffering and that their ritual
slaughters for kosher and halal
meatsaremorehumane.
With the largest populations

ofMuslims and Jews inwestern
Europe, the issue hasmajor po-
tential repercussions for France
andcouldhit communitieselse-
where that buy Frenchmeat ex-
ports.Theissueisoneofthemany
faultlinesbetweenLePenandin-
cumbent President Emmanuel
Macronandthestarklydifferent

visionsofFrancetheyarepresent-
ing for next Sunday’s election
runoffvote.Itisexpectedtobefar
closerthanin2017,whenthecen-
trist Macron beat Le Pen by a
landslide.
“Wehaveneverbeensoclose

to having an extreme-right
regime,” Gutmann said. “The
alarmbell is ringing.”
LePen’sFrancewouldbemore

inwardly focused,with far fewer
immigrants and fewer rights for
thosealreadyhere, lesstolerance
for non-Christian traditions, and
lesstightlyboundtotheEuropean
Unionandtheoutsideworld.
Macron is largely promising

the opposite as he seeks a sec-
ond five-year term. AP

FAR-RIGHT LEADER MARINE LE PEN WANTS TO OUTLAW RITUAL SLAUGHTER IF ELECTED PRESIDENT

In France’s election, a meaty issue unites Jews, Muslims

AtahalalmeatshopinParis.AP

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
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RUSSIA’S DEFENCE Ministry
promisedFridaytorampupmis-
sileattacksontheUkrainiancap-
ital in response to Ukraine’s al-
leged aggression on Russian
territory, an ominous warning
thatfollowedMoscow’sstinging
symbolic loss of its navy’s flag-
ship in theBlackSea.
In Kyiv, the police force said

on Friday that more than 900
civilian bodieswere discovered
in the region surrounding the
Ukrainian capital following the
withdrawal of Russian forces—
mostof themfatally shot.
Thenumberofdeadisdouble

thatannouncedbyUkrainianau-
thoritiesalmosttwoweeksago.
Andriy Nebytov, the head of

Kyiv’spoliceforce,saidthebodies
wereabandonedinthestreetsor
giventemporaryburials.
Thelargestnumberofvictims

werefoundinBucha,wherethere
weremorethan350,hesaid.
Russia’s threat of intensified

attacks on Kyiv came after

MoscowaccusedUkraine of in-
juringsevenpeopleanddamag-
ing about 100 residential build-
ingswithairstrikesonBryansk,a
region bordering Ukraine.
Authoritiesinanotherborderre-
gion of Russia also reported
UkrainianshellingThursday.
“The number and scale of

missileattacksonobjectsinKyiv
willberampedupinresponseto
theKyivnationalistregimecom-
mitting any terrorist attacks or
diversionsonRussianterritory,”
said Russian DefenceMinistry

spokesman IgorKonashenkov.
Ukrainian officials said their

forcesstruckakeyRussianwar-
shipwithmissiles. If true,there-
portedWednesdayattackonthe
guided-missile cruiserMoskva,
named for the Russian capital,
would represent an important
victory for Ukraine and a sym-
bolicdefeat forRussia.
The flagshipof Russia’sBlack

Seafleetsankwhilebeingtowed
to port Thursday after suffering
heavy damage under circum-
stancesthatremainedindispute.

Moscowacknowledgeda fireon
boardbutnotanyattack.USand
otherWesternofficialscouldnot
confirmwhatcausedtheblaze.
TheMoskva had the capac-

ity tocarry16long-rangecruise
missiles. If Ukrainian forces
tookout thevessel, itwas likely
the largest warship to be sunk
in combat since the Falklands
War in 1982.

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,APRIL 15

IN ANOTHER setback to Imran
Khan, who was ousted as
Pakistan’s primeminister last
week, the premier of Pakistan-
occupiedKashmir,SardarAbdul
QayyumNiazi, resigned follow-
ing a revolt in the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)party.
Niazi, hand-picked by PTI

chief Khan, resigned on
Thursdayafter25 lawmakersof
his partymoved a resolution of
no-confidence to replace him
with the party’s regional presi-
dent, SardarTanveer Ilyas.
Niazi’soustercomesdaysaf-

ter Khan lost a no-confidence
vote in theNationalAssembly.
Niazicametopowerlastyear

after PTI secured32 seats in the
53-memberHouse.
India had rejected the elec-

tions in PoK, saying the “cos-
meticexercise”wasnothingbut
anattemptbyPakistanto“cam-
ouflage its illegaloccupation”.
Reacting to the election,

Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson ArindamBagchi
had said Pakistan had “no locus
standiontheseIndianterritories”
and that itmustvacateall Indian
areasunderitsillegaloccupation.
“The so-called elections in

Indianterritoryundertheillegal
occupationofPakistanarenoth-
ingbutanattemptbyPakistanto

camouflageitsillegaloccupation
andthematerialchangesunder-
taken by it in these territories,”
hehadsaid.
The PTI lawmakers had

charged Niazi with “loss of the
trustof theparliamentaryparty,
failuretohighlightKashmirissue
and implementpartymanifesto
in addition to bad governance,
nepotismandviolationofmerit”,
Dawnnewspaperreported.
Speaking at a press confer-

ence in Islamabad onThursday,
Niazi called the allegations
againsthimbaseless. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL 15

SRILANKA’Sstate-ownedpetro-
leumcorporationannouncedfuel
rationing forvehicleswitheffect
fromFriday,asanunprecedented
economiccrisisroilsthecountry.
According to the Ceylon

Petroleum Corporation (CPC)
statement,nowmotorcyclesand
other two-wheelers can pur-
chase fuel uptoworth Rs 1,000
pervisit toa fuel station.
Similarly,three-wheelerscan

purchase fuel worth Rs 1,500,
cars, jeeps and vans upto Rs
5,000. Buses, lorries and com-
mercial vehicles have been ex-
empted fromtherationing.
Long queues at fuel stations

have resulted in public anger.
Further, households are experi-
encingnearly12-hourpowercuts
andthereisamassiveshortageof
essentials, due to falling value of
theSriLankanrupee.
The island nation is in the

midst of one of the worst eco-
nomic crises it has ever seen. It
has just defaulted on its foreign

debts for the first time since its
independence.
The Galle Face protests in

Colombo entered their seventh
day on Friday with more and
moreyouthjoiningiteverypass-
ingday.Theyurgetheresignation
of PresidentGotabayaRajapaksa
for his handling of the island’s
worst-evereconomiccrisis.
The protest campaign has

been running on social media,
urgingtheyouthtogatheratGalle
Face. Besides, there have been
continuingprotestsacrosstheis-
landagainstthegovernment.

JOSEPHKRAUSS
JERUSALEM,APRIL 15

ISRAELI POLICE clashed with
Palestinians at the Al-Aqsa
mosquecompoundinJerusalem
onFridayasthousandsgathered
for prayers during the holy
month of Ramzan.Medics said
morethan150Palestinianswere
woundedinthemostseriousvi-
olenceatthesiteinnearlyayear.
Theholysite,whichissacred

to Jews andMuslims, has often
been the epicentre of Israeli-
Palestinianunrest, andtensions
werealreadyheightenedamida
recentwaveofviolence.Clashes
at thesite lastyearhelpedspark
an11-daywarwithHamasmil-
itants in theGazaStrip.
Theclashescomeatapartic-

ularly sensitive time. Ramzan
this year coincides with
Passover, a major weeklong
JewishholidaybeginningFriday
at sundown, and Christian holy
week, which culminates on
Easter Sunday. The holidays are
expected to bring tens of thou-
sandsof faithfulintoJerusalem’s
OldCity,hometomajorsitessa-

cred toall three religions.
Hoursaftertheclashesbegan,

thepolicesaidtheyhadputanend
totheviolenceandarrested“hun-
dreds” of suspects. Themosque
wasre-opened,andsome60,000
peopleattendedthemainFriday
prayersmidday, according to the
Waqf, the Islamic endowment
thatadministersthesite.
Palestinianwitnesses, who

spokeonconditionofanonymity
out of security concerns, said a
smallgroupofPalestiniansthrew
rocksatpolice,whothenentered
the compound in force, setting
off awiderconflagration. AP

EDUARDOBAPTISTA
BEIJING,APRIL 15

SUNJIAN,a37-year-oldmaster’s
degree student in the Chinese
cityofYantai, formonthsstaged
asolocampaignagainsthisuni-
versity’s Covid-19 prevention
measures, including blistering
criticismonsocialmedia.
Thelaststrawforauthorities

came onMarch 27, when Sun
walked aroundhis campus car-
ryingaplacardthatread“liftthe

lockdownonLudong”.
Police detained him and on

April 1 Ludong University ex-
pelledhim, according toa letter
fromtheuniversity.
TheChinesepublichavebeen

largely supportive of the zero-
Covidpolicythatkeptthecoron-
avirusatbayforthetwoyearsaf-
teritemergedinthecentralcityof
Wuhaninlate2019.
But the support seems to be

wearing thin as the highly con-
tagious Omicron variant
emerges in China, triggering
curbs that have brought food
shortages, family separations,
lostwagesandeconomicpain.
Insomecasesthepush-back

has gone viral on social media,
withvideoclipsof citizensscuf-
fling with health workers and
screaming anger over lock-
downs from the windows of
their apartments.
Arrests and detentions for

Covid-related rule-breaking

surged in March, according to
the results of a search on the
Weibosocialmediaplatform.
The search found 59 con-

firmed police cases and 26 ar-
rests for Covid rule-breaking in
January, and fewer in February.
ButinMarch,morethan600po-
licecasesand150confirmedar-
rests were reported onWeibo,
the reviewbyReuters found.
Itislikelythatthefiguresrep-

resent only a fraction of actual
casesasnoteveryincidentmakes
it tosocialmedia. REUTERS

Russiawarship sinks; Ukraine says over
900 civilian bodies found in Kyiv region

TheMoskva inportSevastopol,Crimea, lastweek.AP

THESINKINGoftheRussian
Navy’sBlackSeaFleetflagship
isseenasamajorsymbolic
lossforMoscowinawarthat
hasnotgoneaccordingtothe
Kremlin’splans.Thelossof
theship,however, ismore
thanjustsymbolic,according
tomanyanalystswhosaythat
itwillmakeitmoredifficult
forRussiatogainfullcontrol
overUkraine’sBlackSeacoast,
includingtheportofOdesa.

Another
setback
forRussiaE●EX
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MoscowvowstostepupmissileattacksonKyiv,saysUkraineconductedstrikesonRussianterritory

Sri Lanka starts fuel rationing
as economic crisis roils nation

Israeli security forcesand
Palestiniansat the
compoundthathousesAl-
AqsaMosque, in Jerusalem's
OldCityonFriday.Reuters

Growing defiance of Covid curbs in China leads to arrests

Workersride
atricycle, in
Shanghaion
Friday.Reuters

SHIRISHBPRADHAN
KATHMANDU,APRIL 15

THE NEPAL government has
urgedNepalese nationals living
abroad to open dollar accounts
in banks in the country and
make investments amidst the
economic crisis in the
Himalayannation.
Nepal’sforeignreserveshave

been hit by a slump in tourism
duringthepandemic,aproblem
thathasalsohitSriLankawhich
isgoingthroughacripplingeco-
nomic crisis since gaining inde-
pendence fromtheUKin1948.
Speaking at a virtual interac-

tion organised by the Non-
Resident Nepali Association

(NRNA),Nepal’sFinanceMinister
Janardan Sharma on Thursday
saidthatopeningdollaraccounts
inNepalese banks byNon-resi-
dentNepalese(NRN)wouldhelp
the country to get rid of the cur-
rentforeigncurrencycrunch.
“Therewill beno shortageof

liquidity if 100,000NRNs open
bankaccountsinNepalattherate
of$10,000,”Sharmapointedout.
“Wehaveenoughforeigncur-

rency to buy goods and services
for 6-7months. Asper the latest
report published by the Nepal
RastraBank,thecentralbank,the
governmenthas9.58billiondol-
lars inreserve,”Sharmasaid.
“As thepriceof petrol has in-

creased,millions of dollars have
tobespentonthat,”headded.PTI

Minister asks non-resident
Nepalese nationals to open
dollar accounts in Nepal

ISABELLAGRULLÓNPAZ
APRIL 15

THE US Food and Drug
Administration granted emer-
gency use authorisation to the
firstCovid-19testthatcandetect
thecoronavirusinabreathsam-
ple, within a fewminutes and
with a high degree of accuracy,
theagencysaidThursday.
“Today’s authorisation is yet

anotherexampleof therapid in-
novationoccurringwithdiagnos-
tictestsforCovid-19,”JeffShuren,
the director of the FDA’s Center
for Devices and Radiological
Health,saidinastatement.
The InspectIR Covid-19

Breathalyzer,which is about the
sizeofapieceofcarry-onluggage,
can produce results in less than
threeminutesandcanbeusedin
doctor’soffices,hospitalsandmo-
biletestingsitesbytrainedopera-
tors.Asinglemachinecananalyse
about160samplesperday.
YvonneMaldonado,aninfec-

tious disease specialist at

Stanford University School of
Medicinewhoisworkingonan-
otherBreathalyzertest,saidthat
havingmoreoptions to testwill
only help the transition to the
endemicphaseofthepandemic.
“If you think back from the

original PCR, thosewere pretty
horrible,”Maldonadosaid.“They
were very uncomfortable... the
easierwecanmake it, thebetter
offweare.”
TheFDAnotedthatthedevice

“shouldnotbeusedasthesoleba-
sis for treatmentorpatientman-
agementdecisions, including in-
fectioncontroldecisions.” NYT

Israeli police clash with
Palestinians at holy site

Tents inaprotestarea,dubbedtheGota-Govillage, inColombo,Friday.Protestersare
seekingtheousterof SriLanka’s rulingRajapaksa family.Reuters

China plays down
Russian scientist’s
charge that Beijing
halted cooperation
Beijing: China on Friday down-
played the report that its scien-
tistshavewithheldcooperation
with theirRussiancounterparts
after the Ukraine crisis, saying
thebilateralcollaborationinsci-
ence and technology has been
gaining momentum and has
“immensepotential”.
Chinese Foreign Ministry

spokesmanZhaoLijiansaid the
China-Russia Year of Scientific
and Technological Innovation
was successfully held from
2020 to 2021.
Zhao’s remarks came in re-

sponse to a claim made by
Alexander Sergeev, president of
theRussianAcademyofSciences
(RAS). Sergeev said the Chinese
partnersof theRASputcoopera-
tionwiththeacademy“onhold”,
freezingthedevelopmentofpre-
viouslydiscussedprojects,accord-
ingtoTassnewsagency. PTI

US FDA authorises first
coronavirus breath test

TheFDAnotedthat the
deviceshouldnotbeusedas
thesolebasis for treatment

Teen held over attacks
on Sikhs in New York
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWYORK,APRIL 15

A 19-YEAR-OLD has been ar-
rested and faces hate crime
charges for his alleged involve-
ment in attacks on three Sikh
meninNewYork’sQueensarea,
includingthebrutalassaultofan
elderly Sikh tourist early this
month thatwas condemned as
“deeply disturbing” by the
ConsulateGeneralof India.
Vernon Douglas of

Brownsville was arrested on
Thursday in Brooklyn and
chargedwithmultiplecountsof
robbery, assault, aggravatedha-
rassment and hate crimes, the
QueensChronicle reported.
On April 3, Douglas al-

legedly approached 70-year-
old Nirmal Singh near the cor-
ner of Lefferts Boulevard and
95thAvenueandpunchedhim
in the face in the unprovoked
assault. The attacker fled the
scene on foot and the incident
was taken over by the NYPD
Hate Crime Task Force.
Singhwas a “tourist visiting

fromIndia”,accordingtoauthor-
ities, and he suffered a broken
noseandbruises tohis face.
Thearrestedaccusedwasalso

involved in attacks on two Sikh
menthisweek, thereportsaid.
Douglasandanothersuspect,

whowas arrested on Tuesday,
attacked two Sikhmen, remov-
ing their turbans, robbing them
ofmoneyandphysicallyassault-
ing them.

SHEHBAZ: IMRAN
SOLD TOSHAKHANA
GIFTSWORTH
RS 140MN INDUBAI
Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ac-
cusedoustedpremierImran
Khan of selling valuable
Toshakhana gifts, including
diamondjewellery,worthRs
140million inDubai, inflict-
inga loss to thenational ex-
chequer.Asperthecountry’s
law, any gift received from
dignitaries of a foreign state
must be put in the state de-
positoryor theToshakhana.
Shehbaz made the claim
during ameetingwith sen-
ior journalistsThursday.PTI

PoK ‘premier’ Niazi
resigns following
revolt in Imran party

MEANWHILE

HARRY,MEGHANMAKESURPRISEVISITTOQUEEN
Prince Harry and his wife Meghan have visited Queen Elizabeth II at Windsor Castle on
their first joint visit to the UK since they gave up formal royal roles and moved to the US
more than two years ago. The couple’s office says they visited the 95-year-old Queen, Harry’s
grandmother, on Thursday on their way to the Netherlands to attend the Invictus Games.

New Delhi



ANATOMYOFASCANDAL
NETFLIX
This six-part Britishdrama series,
basedon thenovel of the same
nameby SarahVaughan, features
SiennaMiller as Sophie
Whitehouse. Sophie’s privileged
life as thewife of powerful
politician JamesWhitehouse
unravelswhen scandalous secrets
surface andhe stands accusedof
a shocking crime. The cast also
featuresMichelleDockery,
Rupert Friend, andNaomi Scott.
The storymostly unfolds during
James’ trial. The series examines
thorny issues such as power
dynamics andentitlement.

CHOOSEORDIE
NETFLIX
Temptedby a chance towin
unclaimedprizemoney, two
friends reboot amysterious 1980s
videogameand step into a
surrealworld of next-level terror.
Trappedby the game, the
protagonist realises that there is
no scope for reset or escape. She
mustwin, or pay theultimate
price. This horror-thriller is
directedbyTobyMeakins and
writtenby SimonAllen. The cast
features Iola Evans (known forhis
roleOtis in Sex Education), Asa
Butterfield, andEddieMarsan.

CHESSOFTHEWIND
MUBI

The1976-Iranian film, restoredby
Martin Scorsese’sWorld Cinema
Project, iswritten anddirectedby
MohammadRezaAslani. This
filmwas releasedbefore the1979
revolution in Iran andwas
banned soonafter. After being
rediscovered in2020, the film
was released indifferent
countries andwaswell received.
Set in anornate, candlelit
mansion in the Tehranof 1920s,
it’s an explorationof human
greed andbetrayal as theheirs to
a family fortune vie for control of
theirmatriarch’s estate.

VEYIL (MALAYALAM)
PRIMEVIDEO
This ShaneNigam-starrer has
himportray a complex character
with conviction. The film revolves
aroundSiddhu, a troubled
youngsterwhowas raisedby a
widowedmother, and the
strained relationshiphe shares
withhis family. In this coming-
of-age story, someunexpected
events ensure that Siddhugoes
througha transformation.

OUTERRANGE
AMAZONPRIMEVIDEO

CreatedbyBrianWatkins,
OuterRange is a suspensedrama
about rancherRoyalAbbott (Josh
Brolin) fighting forhis landand
family. Theseriesexamineshow
wegrapplewith theunknown
asAbbottdiscoversan
unfathomablemysteryat theedge
ofWyoming’swilderness. The
series isdesignedasa thrilling
fablewithhintsofwryhumour
andsupernaturalmystery.

ALAKASAHANI

THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,APRIL 16,2022

REVIEWS Cinema

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

STREAMING
WATCH

LIST

KGF:CHAPTER2
★★■

Director:PrashanthNeel
Cast:Yash,SanjayDutt,PrakashRaj,Srinidhi
Shetty,RaveenaTandon,AnantNag,
ArchanaJois

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THEMOST striking aspect of KGF: Chapter 1
(2018)was its setting. At every opportunity,
thecamerapulledallthewaybacksothatwe
couldgetabird’s-eyeviewofthemassivegold
mines of Kolar burrowed deep in the earth,
and there, toiling away ceaselessly,millions
of facelessmen andwomen. Slaves really,
yoked to their back-breakingworkwithout
pause, troddenunder the ironboots of their
cruelmasters.
Itsscaleremindedyouof

those oldMGMmovies set
in biblical times. The hu-
mans who strode about in
KGFhad toyell andshout in
order to be seen and heard.
Therefore, the background
musicwhichhadyoureach-
ing for earplugs. And there-
fore, larger-than-lifecharac-
ters, led from the front by
Rocky (Yash), who an-
nounces his arrival as both
messiahandavenger, rolled intoone.
KGF: Chapter 2 ismore of the same, only

bigger. But alas, not better, despite the film
corralling such Bollywood stars as Sanjay
DuttandRaveenaTandon,andbranchingout
of thecountry,todipitsshovelintheMiddle
East, with its lighter patina of brown and
beige, the darker shades reserved for the
Kolargoldfields,whichformtheburnt-earth
backdrop for the doings of our hero Rocky
andhis faithfuldenizens.
Hisunrulymaneisstill thesame,butthis

time around Rocky appears in a series of
sharp suits, standing out against the thou-
sandsofextrasdressedinmud-brownhum-
bleclothes.What’salsofamiliar istheswag-
ger,andthedialoguedelivery,whichhegets
toscatteramongstanarrayofcharacters—a
verybadguykittedoutintattoosandacom-
plicatedhairdocalledAdheera(SanjayDutt),

an Indian primeminister who looks and
soundslikeIndiraGandhi(RaveenaTandon),
abunchofrivalsspreadacrossthelengthand
breadth of India, a CBI officer hot on his
tracks, and gaggles of copswho regard him
withdreadand fear.
The troublewith films busyworking on

their look is that they forget about plotting.
The film swings haphazardly between the
past, which shows us Rocky’s devotion to-
wards his mother (Archana Jois), and the
present, inwhichhe swingsbetweenbeing
a saviour and the guywho cracks thewhip
androarsattheworkerstoneverstopwork-
ing.Goodguycompelledtodobadthingsby
dint of circumstance, or a bad guy with a
golden heart? Not for us tomake too fine a
pointonthat faintdistinctionbecauseas far
asKGF2goes,Rockyisno‘gangster’,onlythe
‘masterwhoentersandconquers’.

To that end, we get set-
pieces after set-pieces in
which Yash swings heavy
hammers and pulverises
armies of goons, somewho
look as if they’vewandered
out of the sets ofMadMax:
FuryRoad,somefromtheold
Westerns. Srinidhi Shetty is
the heroine-there-only-to-
buoy-the-hero. Dutt, in his
Agneepath avatarminus the
menace,shouldhavemadea
worthyenemybutismadeto

do nothing but openhismouth and roar. In
her tasteful saris, and that trademarkwhite
streakinherhair,RaveenaTandonleavesalit-
tlemoreimpact:sheisalsoresponsibleforan
act that has ensured the erasure of thewild
andvalorousdeedsofRockyfromourhistory
books.Theladiesarebesidethepoint,though
like the previous one, this film too is about
menandmachismoandmuscle,alloiledand
shinyandripped;theaudiencedutifullychor-
tleswhenamisogynisticremarkortwocomes
outofthehero’smouth,asheturnstothereal
business at hand— to up the blood-soaked
violencequotientateveryturn.
As Prakash Raj’s raconteur says, with a

smirk, ‘don’t dramatise it somuch, after all
it’sfiction,right?’Withtheexceptionofthese
momentsandsomebitsof theaction,KGF2
comesoff largelydull.Toomuchsound,alot
of fury, little impact.
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MAI
Directors:AnshaiLal,AtulMongia
Cast:SakshiTanwar,VivekMushran,
WamiqaGabbi,RaimaSen,Prashant
Narayanan,AnkurRatan,AnantVidhaat,
VaibhavRajGupta,SeemaPahwa
Streamingon:Netflix

NEWWEBseriesMaipullsoffatoughfeat:it
coaxes you to suspend tons of disbelief be-
causeyouhavebeendrawnintoitsworld,and
havebecomeinvestedinitscharacters.Every
time you go, how is that even possible (and
this happens over and over again), you are
yankedbackintothenarrative,whichrelishes
itseverygritty,grimy,ultra-violentbeat.
It’s set inaLucknowvery faraway from

its ‘nazaakat-filledgallis’, inhabitedbypeo-
ple inverydifferent sphereswhonormally
wouldn’thaveknownof eachother’s exis-
tence, till a fatal collision brings them to-
gether and changes all their trajectories.
This is aconceitwe’veseenbefore,butMai
refreshes it by including an unusual en-
semble, led by a homely, soft-spoken
motherhell-bentuponavengingthekilling
of her daughter.
Vengefulmumsarealsonotnew.Sridevi

andRaveena Tandonhave gone down that
path in 2017 inMom andMaatr, respec-
tively. Sakshi Tanwar’sMai is similar only
becauseof thesubject;whereshebranches
off from the straightforward revenge track
is to get embroiled inmurky goings-on in-
volving medical scams, dirty money and
verydirtymobsters.
What’sinterestingishowTanwar’sSheel

neverstrays far fromhersusheelbahu-biwi-
mapersona,evenassheburrowsdeeperinto
the dirt, getting closer to the secret behind
herdaughter’saccident.Thoseareprecisely
thepartswhicharehard to swallow. Sure, a
grievingmother can be full of anger at the
tragicturnofevents,buttheeasewithwhich
shedoesa flipeverytimesheis facedwitha
seemingly insurmountable obstacle is a
major stretch.
Justhowdoesawomanwhodividesher

timebetweenher family and the sleepy in-
matesofanoldagehome,suddenlybecome
equippedtotakeoncomplicitcops,adodgy
businessman(PrashantNarayanan),ahard-
eyedfemalegangster (RaimaSen), andbru-
talbaddies,withoutturningahair?This,and
moreofthesame(havefence,will jumpover
it,sariandall,withoutbreakingastride;have
a killer, turn tables like it’s an everyday oc-
currence), is fulleye-roll territory,andnoth-
inginthesixepisodesofseasononeI’veseen
untilnow,givesusanyhintsinthatdirection.

Wheredoes thiseasecomefrom?
But, and this iswhere I foundmyself ad-

miringthedexteritywithwhichthecreator,
Mongia,andthewriters(Mongia,TamalSen,
AmitaVyas)coaxusalong,evenwhenthere
seemstobesomethingmissingfromcrucial
characters. Take, for example, Sheel’s hus-
band(VivekMushran,great toseehimback
after such a long gap), a stoicmanwho ap-
pearsresignedtohisfate,runningachemist
shopashisdayjob,doingbijli-repairoddjobs
ashishobby.Whoisthisguy?Whyishethe
way he is? His attitude has a lot to dowith
theway Sheel responds to things, but it re-
mainsamystery.
Still,thetwoofthemareabletoconvinceus

that they are a unit, have raised a child
(WamiqaGabbi, eloquently using sign lan-
guage,veryeffective)withchallenges,andhave
worked their way around their own chal-
lenges.Thespikyinteractionsbetweenthetwo
of them,andtheirextended family—bhaisa-
hab,bhabhi,andthechildren—aresomeofthe
mostabsorbingpartsof theseries.
The other parts, coasting on a bunch of

contrivances and too-convenient connec-

tions,arefullof ‘chor-police’action(onelong
sequence wheremachine guns rattle and
bodiesfall, lifeebbingaway,isnotable),non-
stopgaalis,andtwistsandturns.Someofthe
flood of this invective reminds you of
MirzapurandothercrimesagassetinUP:it’s
got old, guys, and tiresome.But again, a few
of the faces stand out: as a couple of louts-
on-to-a-good-thing, Anant Vidhaat and
VaibhavRajGupta (last seen inGullak) have
somethingnicegoingon.Asacophotonthe
heelsof thebadguys,AnkurRatanleavesan
impression. But Seema Pahwa needed to
havebeengivenmoretodo:foranactorwho
soeffortlesslycommandsthescreen,herpart
is really sketchy.
Sakshi Tanwar’s journey from a timid

housewifetoawomanwithsteel(ordidshe
alwayshave itwithinher?) is at theheartof
Mai. Right from her mega-popular Ekta
KapoorshowKahaaniGharGharKii, Tanwar
had proved that she hadmore to offer than
meresaas-bahushenanigans.Despitetheel-
ements that stretch our credulity, here she
manages to hold our attention.What will
Mai’snext stepsbe?Tell, tell. SG

BEAST
★★★■

Director:NelsonDilipkumar
Cast:Vijay,PoojaHegde,YogiBabu,Shine
TomChacko,AparnaDas,LilliputFaruqui

MANOJ KUMARR

THEBUILD-UP to the hero-introduction
scenehasseeminglybeenanon-negotiable
partofmasalamoviesstarringsuperstars.
It’safan-servicething.Butovertheyears,it
has evolved into a ritual. Nomatter how
maverick and rebellious thedirector, the
moviewillstartfiringonallcylindersmin-
utesbeforethehero’sentry,providingthe
rightcuesforfanstogetreadytowelcome
theirfavouritestarwithdeafeningrounds
ofapplause,whistlesandscreams.
TamilsuperstarVijayappearsonscreen

withoutmuchannouncementandfanfare,
andsmilesat theaudience foramoment.
That’sall. It isahugesubversionof theex-
pectationsofhardcorefans.
Thecreativedecisionisinlinewiththe

stoicnatureofVeeraRaghavan,playedby
Vijay.He is so inexpressive that strangers
won’t beable toguess thathe is suffering
from traumatic stress just by looking at
him.DirectorNelsonDilipkumarhas cut
VeeraRaghavan’scharacterfromthesame
clothasDrVarun, thestoicheroofhis last
film,Doctor.
Raghavan is a RAWofficer. However,

thecollateraldamagecausedbyhimdur-
ingahigh-profilemissiontakesatollonhis

mentalhealth.Hebelievesthathehasbeen
betrayedbyhismen.Sohequits.
Heunexpectedlyendsupinashopping

mall,whichgetshijacked.His formercol-
leagues,whogetawhiffofhispresencein
themall,requesthishelp.Thegovernment
tellsVeerathathe’stheirbesthope.
Unlike heroes in other films, Veera

doesn’ttakeituponhimselftofighttheter-
rorists and rescue all thehostages single-
handedly.Aftertheterroriststakecontrolof
themall,Veerasafelyescortshimselfanda
few friends and finds a safeplace tohide.
Andthenhetellshisfriendssomethinglike,
‘Let’snotworryaboutthelivesofotherpeo-
ple. It’s the jobof thegovernment to save
thesepeople.Letusfirstsaveourselvesand
getout’.
What?!He’stheheroandtheultimate

signofaheroissacrifice,isn’tit?ButVeera
doesn’twant to findhimself in aposition
todecidewholivesandwhodies.Butafter
hearingthescreamsofayounggirl,Veera
decidestotakecharge.
As composer Anirudh’s track Beast

Mode plays in the background, Veera
walksinslowmotionwithanaxeinhand,
giving fans the opportunity to work
themselves into a frenzy, which Nelson
had denied them in the opening mo-
mentsof the film.
Thefilm,likemostNelsonfilms,hasac-

torsRedinKingsley, Sunil ReddyandYogi
Babu for comic relief, even though they
don’t really serve the narration. He also
couldhaveusedthisplotset-uptoturnin
anail-bitingthriller.Instead,heendsupgiv-
ingusanunapologeticcrowd-pleaser.

A Lot of Fury,
Little Impact

Thetroublewith
filmsbusyworking
ontheir lookis that
theyforgetabout
plotting.Thefilm
swingshaphazardly
betweenthepastand
thepresent

Unapologetic
Fan Service

Wrath of Another
Vigilante Mother
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THE SINKING of the warshipMoskva, the
600-foot,12,500-tonneflagshipof theBlack
SeaFleet, is a serious setback toRussia.
The reversal is bothmilitary and sym-

bolic,proof thatitsvesselscannolongerop-
eratewith impunity, and a damaging blow
tomorale. It lifts Ukrainian hopes, demon-
stratingthedefenders’homegrowntechno-
logical capability, and exposing aweakness
in theRussianNavy’s anti-missiledefences.

Russia and the Black Sea
The famedwater body that links to the

SeaofMarmarathroughtheBosphorusand
thentotheAegeanthroughtheDardanelles,
has traditionally been Russia’swarmwater
gateway to Europe. For Russia, it is both a
stepping stone to theMediterranean and a
strategic buffer between NATO and itself.
Domination of the Black Sea region is a

geostrategic imperative, both to project
Russianpower in theMediterraneanand to
securetheeconomicgatewaytokeymarkets
insouthernEurope.
TheBlackSeaFleetcomprisesRussiannaval

warshipsintheBlackSea,SeaofAzov,andthe
easternMediterranean,andisheadquartered
inSevastopol, themajorporton theCrimean
peninsula. In2014,RussiaannexedCrimea.
Inapapertitled‘TheNavalPowerShift in

theBlackSea’ontheonlineplatformWaron
the Rocks, Michael B Petersen of the Russia
Maritime Studies Institute at the US Naval
WarCollege,said:“WhiletheBlackSeaFleet
assists with the defence of southernmar-
itime approaches to Russia, it also allows
MoscowtousetheBlackSeaasajumpingoff
point into the eastern and central
Mediterranean... These activities enable its
diplomacy andpower projection into areas

where Russia previously had limited influ-
ence, and they retardwhat Russia believes
areUSandNATOeffortstodestabliseitspart-
ners inplaces likeSyria.”

Black Sea in thewar
Russia has focussed on dominating the

BlackSeafromthebeginningof theinvasion,
toconnectRussiaandCrimeabya‘landbridge’
by taking the Sea of Azov port of Mariupol
(whichappearedimminentonFriday).
Beforethelossof theMoskva,Russiawas

alsoexpected to focus itsmilitaryeffortson
Odessa, to thewest of Crimea. If theOdessa
regionwere to fall as well, Ukraine would
lose access to its entire Black Sea coastline
andwould in effect be reduced to a land-
lockedcountry.Thatwouldbeadevastating
blowto theUkrainianeconomy.
Butthesinkingof theMoskva isexpected

toputbrakes—at least temporarily—onan
anticipatedamphibiousassaultonOdessa.
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PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi inaugu-
rated the Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya at
TeenMurtiEstateinNewDelhionThursday.
Themuseumrecalls thetenuresof14Prime
Ministers from Jawaharlal Nehru toMan-
mohanSingh,andthevariouschallengesthey
navigatedwhile leading the country. (The
museum is awork in progress, andModi’s
owntenureisnotpartof thenarrativeyet.)
“Desh ke har pradhanmantri ne samvid-

haan sammat loktantra ke lakshyon ki poorti
mein bharsak yogdaan diya hai (All Prime
Ministers have contributed immensely to-
wards achieving the goals of constitutional
democracy),”Modisaidattheinauguration.

Concept andcontroversy
TheideaofamuseumdedicatedtoIndia’s

PrimeMinisterswasmooted in 2016. The
Congressopposedtheidea,sinceTeenMurti
EstatewasNehru’sresidence,whichwaslater
turned into amemorial to the first Prime
Minister.ManmohanSinghwrote toModi,

expressing concern over the “agenda” to
“change thenatureandcharacter”ofNehru
MemorialMuseumandLibrary(NMML)and
theTeenMurticomplex.
NMML officials say TeenMurti Estate,

whereNehrulivedfor16years,isthenatural
home for the Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya
becauseofthecontinuitythesiterepresents.
TheRs270-croreprojectwasapprovedin

2018, andNMMLwas appointed thenodal
agencyfortheprojectinMay2019.Delaysin
civilworksandcontentandcurationissues,as
wellasdisruptionscausedbypandemiclock-
downs resulted in the projectmissing the
completiondeadlineofOctober2020.

ErstwhileNehruMuseum
WhatusedtobetheNehruMuseumhas

been integratedwith thenewbuilding. The
NehruMuseumisnowdesignatedasBlockI
of the PrimeMinisters’Museum, and has
beentechnologicallyupgraded.Anumberof
giftsNehrureceivedfromallovertheworld,
whichhadnotbeenputondisplaysofar,have
beenexhibitedinthetoshakhanaonthefirst
floorof therenovatedBlockI.
Twonewgalleries—ConstitutionGallery

andIndiaatIndependence:BritishLegacy—
havebeenaddedonthegroundfloor.

Thenewbuilding
Thetopofthenewmuseum—BlockIIof

the complex— is built in the shape of the
Ashok Chakra, fromwhere visitors walk
down to the various galleries. The ground
floor has galleries dedicated to Gulzarilal

Nanda,LalBahadurShastri, IndiraGandhi,P
VNarasimhaRao,HDDeveGowda,IKGujral,
AtalBihariVajpayee,andManmohanSingh.
The first floor has galleries dedicated to

Rajiv Gandhi, V P Singh, Chandra Shekhar,
MorarjiDesai,andCharanSingh.Theguiding
principlehasbeentorecognisethecontribu-
tionof all PrimeMinisters inanon-partisan
manner,officialssaid.

The Shastri galleryhighlights his role in
theGreenRevolutionandtheIndo-Pakwarof
1965.TheIndiragalleryhighlightsIndia’srole
in the liberationof Bangladesh, and thena-
tionalisationof banks. TheVajpayeegallery
celebrateshimasagreatparliamentarianand
orator, andhighlights India’s victory in the
KargilWarandthePokhrannucleartests.The
economicreformsoftheearly1990sandthe
civilnucleardealwiththeUSarehighlighted
amongManmohanSingh’scontributions.

Memorabilia, displays
Overthelasttwoyears,familiesofallfor-

merPrimeMinisterswererequestedtogive
some of their personal items for display.
Shastri’sfamilygavehischarkha,badminton
racquetandsomeletters;Morarji’sfamilydo-
nated his copy of the Bhagavad Gita, his
Gandhi topi,pen,andrudrakshmala.
Some handwritten diaries of Chandra

Shekhar are on display, as are Vajpayee’s
BharatRatnamedal,spectacles,wristwatch,
andsome letters.
Nonewpersonalitemshavebeenadded

intheIndiraandRajivgalleries.
The displays comprise photographs,

speeches, video clips, newspaper inter-
views, and some original writings. These
were collected fromDoordarshan, Films
Division, Sansad TV, the Ministry of
Defence, Indian and foreignmedia houses
and news agencies, and the toshakhana of
theMinistryof ExternalAffairs.
Familieswere requested for valuable in-

formationabouttheleaders;mostofthiscon-
tenthasbeenacquiredonperpetuallicence.

Virtual engagement
The10,491-sq-mmuseum,built at a fi-

nalcostofRs306crore,has43galleries,and
canaccommodate4,000visitors at a time.
There isa ‘TimeMachine’ to transportvisi-
torsintothepast,andanengagementzone,
‘Anubhuti’,offersawalkwiththehologram
of any PrimeMinister, a picture with the
PMs,ora letter ‘signed’by them.
Themuseummakesextensiveuseofvir-

tual reality, augmented reality, holograms,
andaudio-visualelements.A levitatingem-
blemisthecentrepieceofthereceptionzone,
and ‘Glimpses of the Future’ on the ground
floorallowsvisitorstobevirtuallypartof fu-
tureprojects.

Why dominating Black Sea is crucial for Russia

UDITMISRA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 15

OVER THE last one year, as retail prices of
petrol,dieselandotherpetroleumproducts
havesurged, thegovernmenthasattracted
criticism. On several occasions, including
last week, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharamanhassoughttocountersuchcrit-
icismby claiming that the current govern-
ment cannot bring down taxes (and, as a
consequence, prices) because it has to pay
fortheoilbonds issuedbytheCongress-led
UPAgovernment.
Howfardooilbondstiethegovernment

downwhen it comes to taxation of petro-
leumproducts?

Howmuchof fuelprices is tax?
Therearetwocomponentstothedomes-

tic retail price— the price of crude oil itself,
and the taxes levied on this basic price.
Together theymake up the retail price. The
taxes vary fromoneproduct to another. For
instance,asofnow, taxesaccount for50%of
the total retail price for a litre of petrol, and
44%fora litreof diesel.

WhathastheFinanceMinistersaid?
Shehasmadetwomainpoints.One, she

has blamed the ongoing conflict inUkraine
forhighercrudeoilprices.Two,ontaxes,she
has blamed the UPA era oil bonds. “…
Taxpayersoftodayarepayingforthesubsidy
whichwas dished out to consumersmore
than a decade ago in the name of oil bonds
andtheywillcontinuetopayforthenextfive
yearsastheredemptionofbondscontinues
till 2026,” shesaid inRajyaSabha.
In December 2021, speaking in

Parliament, she had quoted from then
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s 2008
address to thenation: “Iwould like thena-
tion to remember that issuing bonds and
loadingdeficits onoil companies isnot the
permanentsolutiontothisproblem(ofhigh
fuel prices). We are only passing our bur-
den to our childrenwhowill have to repay
this debt.”

Whatareoilbonds?Whywerethey
issued?
When fuel prices were too high for do-

mesticconsumers,governments inthepast
oftenaskedoilmarketingcompanies(OMCs)
toavoidchargingconsumers the fullprice.
But if oil companies don’t get paid, they

wouldbecomeunprofitable.Toaddressthis,
thegovernmentsaiditwouldpaythediffer-

ence.Butagain, if thegovernmentpaid that
amount in cash, it would have been point-
less, because then the government would
have had to tax the same people to collect
themoneytopay theOMCs.
This is where oil bonds come in. An oil

bond is an IOU, or a promissorynote issued
by the government to the OMCs, in lieu of
cashthatthegovernmentwouldhavegiven
themso that these companies don’t charge
thepublic the fullpriceof fuel.
Anoilbondsays thegovernmentwillpay

theoilmarketingcompanythesumof,say,Rs
1,000crorein10years.Andtocompensatethe
OMCfornothavingthismoneystraightaway,
the governmentwill pay it, say, 8% (or Rs 80
crore)eachyearuntil thebondmatures.
Thus, by issuing suchoil bonds, thegov-

ernment of the day is able to protect/ sub-
sidisetheconsumerswithouteitherruining
the profitability of the OMC or running a
hugebudgetdeficit itself.
Oilbondswereissuedbyseveralgovern-

ments in the past. But the ones in question
now are the ones which the UPA govern-
ment issued.

AsTable1shows,whentheNDAgovern-
mentunderPMNarendraModitookcharge
in 2014, there were bonds worth Rs 1.34
lakhcrorethathadtobepaidbetween2015
and2026.

Howmuchof theUPA-eraoilbondshas
theNDAgovernmentpaidback?
As discussed earlier, there are two com-

ponentsofoilbondsthatneedtobepaidoff:
the annual interest payment, and the final
paymentat theendof thebond’s tenure.By
issuingsuchbonds,agovernmentcandefer
the full payment by5or 10or 20 years, and
in the interimjustpay the interest costs.
Table 1 shows that between 2015 and

2021,theNDAgovernmenthasfullypaidoff
four sets of oil bonds— a total of Rs 13,500
crore.
Each year, the BJP government had also

hadtopaytheinterestrateonallbondsthat
havenotmatured.Chart1showstheamount
paid towards interest payment each year.
Between2014and2022,theBJPgovernment
has had to spend a total of Rs 93,686 crore
towards interest aswell as theprincipal.

Is thisamount largeenoughtorestrict
theFinanceMinistry frombringing
downthetaxes?
Comparethepayoutwiththemoneythat

the government earned from all kinds of
taxes that it levied on petroleumproducts.
Chart 2, showing total revenues earned by
theCentre and state combined fromsector,
thisprovides this information.
Therearethreewaystoanswertheques-

tion as to whether the amount is large
enoughto restrict a reduction in taxes.
The first is to observe that total payout

wasjust7%of thetotal revenues in2014-15.
Astheyearsprogressed,thispercentagehas
come down because taxes generated from
this sectorhavesoared.
Thesecondistolookatthetotalrevenue

earnedbythegovernment(bothCentreand
states)between2014and2022 fromtaxing
petroleum products. This amount is more
than Rs 43 lakh crore. Thatmeans the total
payout by theNDAgovernment till date on
account of oil bonds is just 2.2% of the total
revenuesearnedduring thisperiod.
The third way is to note that the total

amount of revenue earned by the Centre
fromjustonekindoftax—excisetax—injust
—2014-15—wasmorethanRs99,000crore.
(This data point is not separately plotted in
Chart2.)
In other words, while the NDA govern-

ment has had to pay for oil bonds, the pay-
out is notbig compared to revenuesearned
in this sector.

Still, isn’t itabadideato issuesuch
bonds?
Former PMManmohan Singhwas cor-

rectinnotingthatissuingbondsjustpushed
the liability to a future generation. But to a
greatextent,mostof thegovernment’sbor-
rowing is in the form of bonds. This is why
each year the fiscal deficit (which is essen-
tially the level of government’s borrowing
fromthemarket) is sokeenly tracked.
Further, inarelativelypoorcountry like

India,allgovernmentsareforcedtoresortto
theuseofbondsof somekind.Takethecur-
rent NDA government itself, which has is-
suedbondsworthRs2.79 lakhcrore(twice
the amount of oil bonds) to recapitalise
public sector banks. These bonds will be
paid by governments till 2036. According
toNRBhanumurthy,Vice-ChancellorofDr
B R Ambedkar School of Economics
University in Bengaluru, themainwisdom
while issuing bonds is for a government to
employ this tool towards increasing the
productive capacity of the economy.

SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

The economics of oil bonds
TheFinanceMinisterhassaidthegovtcannotbringdowntaxes—andthusoilprices—becauseithastopay
foroilbondsissuedbytheUPA.Whatareoilbonds,andtowhatextentdotheytiethegovt’shands?
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DETAILS (INTEREST PRINCIPAL
RATE,DATEOFMATURITY) (`cr)

7.61%GOIspl.Bonds,2015* 1,750.00

7.59%GOIspl.Bonds,2015* 1,750.00

8.13%GOIspl.Bonds,2021* 5,000.00

7.75%GOIspl.Bonds,2021* 5,000.00

8.20%GOIspl.Bonds,2023 22,000.00

8.01%GOIspl.Bonds,2023 4,150.00

8.20%GOIspl.Bonds,2024 5,000.00

8.20%GOIspl.Bonds,2024 10,306.33

6.35%GOIspl.Bonds,2024 22,000.00

7.95%GOIspl.Bonds,2025 11,256.92

8.40%GOIspl.Bonds,2025 9,296.92

8.40%GOIspl.Bonds,2026 4,971.00

6.90%GOIspl.Bonds,2026 21,942.00

8.00%GOIspl.Bonds,2026 10,000.00

TOTAL 1,34,423.17
*Thesebondshavebeenpaid in full
(totalpaid`13,500crore)
Source (Table1&Chart1):UnionBudgets,
ExpressResearch
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What’s in the newmuseum to PrimeMinisters: concept, content, technology

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiat themuseumonThursday.PTI

CONTRIBUTIONOFOIL SECTOR
TO EXCHEQUER (` cr)

TheMoskvasails in theBosphorus,
withthe Istanbulskyline inthe
background, in June2021.Reuters

STUDIES ON various vaccines globally
have shown that anadditional dosepro-
videsextendedprotectionagainstCovid-
19.Now,astudyfromIsraelhasfoundthat
fourdosesoffergreaterprotectionagainst
severediseasethanthree,buttheprotec-
tionagainstinfectionitselfwasbrief.India
hasstartedrollingouta‘pre-
cautionary’ (third) dose for
thegeneralpopulation.
ISRAEL DRIVE: Israel

begangivingthefourthdose
to citizens over age 60 on
January2 thisyear. Thevac-
cineinusethere,fromPfizer
BioNTech, uses the mRNA
platform (in India, the two
main vaccines, Covishield
and Covaxin, use different
platforms). The study, con-
ducted between January 10
andMarch10whentheOmicronvariant
waspredominant,hasbeenpublishedin
TheNewEngland Journal ofMedicine.
The researchers used Israeli Health

Ministrydataon12.5lakhpersonsaged60
orolder.Itestimatedtherateofconfirmed
infectionandsevereCovidstartingat8days
after the fourth dose, comparedwith the
rate among persons who had got only
threedoses,andamongpersonswhohad

receivedafourthdose3to7daysearlier.
FINDINGS:Ratesof confirmedSARS-

CoV-2infectionandsevereCovid-19found
were lower after a fourth dose than after
only three doses. Protection against con-
firmedinfectionappearedshort-lived,but
protection against severe illness did not

waneduringthestudyperiod.
The unadjusted number

of cases of severe Covid-19
per 100,000 person-days
was: 1.5 in those who got
four doses, 3.9 in thosewho
gotthreedoses,and4.2inthe
internal control group
(fourthdose 3 to 7days ear-
lier).Whenadjusted,therate
of severeCovid in the fourth
week after the fourth dose
was lower than that in the
three-dosegroupbya factor

of 3.5, andwas lower than that in the in-
ternal control groupbya factorof 2.3.
Protectionagainstsevereillnessdidnot

waneduring6weeksafterthefourthdose.
The adjusted ratewas lower than in the
three-dosegroupbyafactorof2.0andwas
lower than that in the internal control
groupbyafactorof1.8.Butthisprotection
wanedin laterweeks, thestudysaid.
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4th dose gives extra protection
from severe Covid, study finds
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BARCELONA’S EUROPEANcampaign has
gone from bad to worse in its first season
post LionelMessi.
FirsttheSpanishpowerhousewaselim-

inated from the lucrative Champions
League,andnowithasbeenknockedoutof
thesecond-tierEuropaLeaguebyEintracht
Frankfurt. The German team stunned
Barcelona 3-2 at the CampNou to advance
to the semifinals on a 4-3 aggregate score.
Barcelonawas the title favorite, looking to
win the one trophy not in its collection. It
was playing for the first time in the Europa
League andhadneverwon its predecessor,
the UEFA Cup, reaching the semifinals on
four occasions but not getting to a final.
Frankfurtwon theUEFACup in1980.
Frankfurtwillnext faceWestHamafter

the Premier League club advanced to a
European competition semifinals for first
timesince1976byeliminatingLyon4-1on
aggregate. Earlier, Christopher Nkunku
scored twice to help Leipzig reach its first
semifinals in a European competitionwith
a2-0victoryatAtalanta.
Kemar Roofe scored in extra time for

Rangerstoprevail3-1overnine-manBraga
for a 3-2 aggregate victory to face Leipzig
next. Leicesterbecamethe first teamtoad-
vance to the semifinals of the inaugural
Europa Conference League after coming
fromagoaldowntobeatPSVEindhoven2-
1 in the Netherlands. The Premier League
team will next play Roma. With José
Mourinho in charge, Roma is one of the fa-
voritestowinUEFA'snewthird-tiercompe-
tition.TheItalianclubgot itsrevengewitha
4-0 victory over Norway's Bodø/Glimt to
make the semifinals 5-2onaggregate.
Barcelonahadpossession,butFrankfurt

scored. They had entered tied 1-1 after the
first leg. Inadreamstart forthevisitors,Filip
Kosticputthemahead1-0fromthepenalty
spot four minutes into the game, sending
goalkeeper Marc-André ter Stegen the
wrongway.RafaelBorredoubledtheadvan-
tagestill inthefirsthalfwithadriveintothe
roof of the net from25meters (yards), giv-
ingTerStegennochance.Kosticscoredagain
in the 67thminute. Barcelona threatened
latewhenSergioBusquetsscoredinthe91st
minute. The visitorswere reduced to10 af-
terEvanN'Dickareceivedthesecondyellow
ahead of substitute Memphis Depay's
penalty 11 minutes into stoppage time.
AmericandefenderSergiñoDestenteredfor
Barcelona in the 61st, his first appearance

since straining his left thigh at Galatasaray
onMarch 17. In Lyon,West Ham survived
earlypressureandCraigDawsonnettedthe
openinggoalfromPabloFornals'cornerkick
in the 38th. Declan Rice doubled the lead
with a deflected shot six minutes later.
JarrodBowenstretchedtheleadto3-0three
minutesintothesecondhalfwithalowshot
fromtheedgeof thearea.
At the IbroxStadiuminGlasgow, James

Tavernier erased a 1-0 deficit from the first
leg in Bragawith an angled shot in the sec-
ondminute. The Rangers defender scored
his second from a penalty just before half-
time.DavidCarmo'sheader forBraga inthe
83rdminute forced extra time, andRoofe's
effort in the 101st propelled Rangers.
Nkunku scored after 18minutes on a feed
from Konrad Laimer and doubled the lead
on a penalty late in the second half to seal
Leipzig's 3-1 aggregate win. Atalanta goal-
keeper JuanMusso had fouled Nkunku in
theareatosetuptheFrenchman's30thgoal
of the season inall competitions.

Leicester advance to semis
Meanwhile, Leicester became the first

teamtoadvance to thesemifinalsof the in-
augural Europa Conference League after
coming from a goal down to beat PSV
Eindhoven 2-1 in the Netherlands.
Leicester's 2-1 aggregate victory after a0-0
drawinthefirstlegsetsupasemifinalmatch

against Roma. Ricardo Pereira scored the
winner twominutes from time to earn the
first Europeansemifinals for Leicester after
goalkeeper YvonMvogo saved substitute
Patson Daka's attempt. Eindhoven opened
thescoringwhenformerGermanyinterna-
tionalMarioGötzesetupEranZahavitonet
his eighth European goal this season and
fourth in the last four Europa Conference
Leaguegames.
JamesMaddison canceled that out for

Leicester in the 77th minute. At Stadio
Olympic inRome, striker TammyAbraham
opened the scoring for Roma in the fifth
minutebeforeNicolòZaniolostoletheshow.
He increased the lead to3-0with twogoals
— the first one between the legs of goal-
keeper Nikita Haikin — in the span of six
minuteslater inthefirsthalfandcompleted
his hat trick early in the second. Marseille
wonthesecondlegatPAOKThessaloniki1-
0 to advance 3-1 on aggregate and meet
Feyenoord inthesemifinalsafter theDutch
club knocked out Slavia Prague 6-4 on ag-
gregate. CyrielDessers scored twice to lead
Feyenoord toa3-1victoryoverSlavia.

Spanishclub loses4-3onaggregate in theEuropaLeaguequarter-final

Frankfurt deliver knockout
punch on insipid Barcelona

SHASHANKNAIR
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APENALTYthatshouldhavebeenawarded,
ashotcareeningoff thecrossbar,andagoal-
mouthmelee at thedeath that shouldhave
resultedinagoal–MumbaiCityFChadtheir
chances to win on Thursday night. But
againstanAlJazirasidelookingfortheirfirst
winof the competition, luck, poor finishing
and poorer refereeing meant that the
Islanders suffered their second defeat in
threegamesoftheAsianChampionsLeague.
Comingintothegame,Mumbaiwereup-

beat.Havingachievedtheirtargetofwinning
onematchinthegroupstage-becomingthe
first Indianclubtodoso- theywere looking
togoonestepfurther. In frontof themwere
Al Jazira, a UAE Pro League club that is
amongst the best in Asia, but had lost their
opening two games, including to Air Force
Club,theteamMumbaihadnarrowlyedged
out.Thestartof thegamewassimilartohow
Mumbaihaveapproachedthistournament.
Anendeavourtokeeppossession,especially
by a defensive line that was constantly be-
inghounded,weresuccessful toapoint.But
eventually, Mumbai would run out of the
quality required to bypass a high pressing
line and give the ball up in sensitive areas –
invitingAl Jazira toattack.
Andattacktheydid.Onceagain, just like

intheAirForceClubmatch,itwastheinabil-
ityoftheoppositiontofinishinthefinalthird
that kept the Indian club in the game. That,
and the occasional moment of brilliance
fromgoalkeeperMohamedNawaz,whore-
placed Phurba Lachenpa from the previous
match. After the match, Al Jazira coach
MarcelKeizersaidthattirednessalsoplayed
itspart.Nineofhisplayershavenowplayed
90minutesoffootballthreetimesinthespan
of ninedays.
Mumbai managed to evade Al Jazira’s

shotsatgoaluntilthe40thminute.Substitute

Mehtab Singh, brought on after Amey
Ranawade suffered an injury in the early
minutesof thegame,wasunluckytotoucha
deflectedballwithhis fingers inthepenalty
box. The referee blew his whistle and up
stepped Ali Mabkhout to take the penalty.
TheUAE international,with 79 goals in 103
matches for his country, aimed forNawaz’s
left-hand side and despite the goalkeeper
gettinghishandontheball, itstillwentinfor
theonlygoalof thegame.
Mumbai’s 90minutes against Al Jazira

could have been salvaged three times. The
first chance cameminutes afterMabkhout
hadscored.Mumbai strikerDiegoMauricio
was given space to runwith the ball by Al
Jazira defenders. The striker,whohas been
instrumentalinthesethreegamesinholding
the ball in the final third and allowing
Mumbai players to link up with the play,
chosetogoforgoal.Butjustwhenheentered
the box, he was brought down for what
should have been a stonewall penalty. But
therefereedidn’tseeitthatwayandinstead
awardedMauricioayellowcardforplayact-
ing.Thesecondchancecamelateinthegame
aftersomesustainedpressurefromMumbai.
Previousmatch’s hero Rahul Bheke, forced
to play on the right-hand side due to
Ranawade’s injury, was bringing the ball
along the touchline. He then lofted what
seemed like a cross, butwas actually a shot
ontarget, towardstheAl Jaziragoal.Theball
reboundedoff the crossbar andwentoutof
play –yet anothermoment that couldhave
changed thecomplexionof thegame.
ButthebestchanceforMumbaiwastheir

finalcornerof thematchinthe90thminute.
SubstituteRaynierFernandeswasattheend
of a corner from Lallianzuala Chhangte.
Fernandes had all the time in theworld at
thefarpost,withnoAlJaziraplayertracking
him. But themidfielder completely mist-
imedhisshotandMumbaifell tolastspotin
GroupBafterAlShababandAirForceplayed
outa1-1draw.

Tale of missed chances for
Mumbai City FC in ACL

MumbaiFCmissedthreechances inthe1-0 loss toAl Jazira

CROSSWORD4716

ACROSS
1Widespread formof chore
(8)
5Kink inanauticalknot (4)
9Spoke in theplural? (5)
10 Intuition,butnot in
teaching(7)
11Passourplan for interior
decoration(6,6)
13 In turn it’s consumedwith
decay(6)
14Makesaruntoclinchthe
match(6)
17Burial fees? (5,7)
20Possibly rides roundtosee
newspapermen(7)
21Supposeone includesa
mathematical symbol
(5)
22Skidandgetkilled (4)
23 Itmaybereadtwicewith
anexpressionofdismay
(4,4)

DOWN
1Cupidupsetandresentful
(4)
2Last to finishwithmajority
(7)
3Gavespotcash?(4,2,3,3)
4Anuprightandamazingly
truecharacter (6)
6Banish toa formerFrench
island(5)
7Entertainer,possibly
Sudanese (8)
8Roundtrip? (8,4)
12Whatyoucanmakeasyou
goalong(8)
15Exactpointcoveredbythe
summary(7)
16Virtuous,butpossibly
cheats (6)
18Bad ideasproducebarely
audiblecomment (5)
19Femaleright toGerman
male title (4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Friendsandpartners
areboundtobe
jumpythisweekend.
Youmayhaveto

settle foranumberof broken
arrangementsandaccept that
youmighthavetoalteryour
opinionof close friendsor
colleagues.There'sa fair
amountof emotional intensity
today,although itdiminishesas
thehourspass.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Theworldasawhole
willbeshorton
soundjudgment this
weekend, soplease

don't feel singledout if youare
thevictimofunfaircriticismor
attacks fromfriendsor relatives.
Itmightbethatpartnershave
goodreasonfor theirmoods,
even if they'renothingtodo
withyou.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
It isdifficult to think
clearlyat the
moment,orget
otherpeople to

indulge inanything
approachingarational
discussion.Youmaybewise to
steerclearof contentious
issues,mainlybecausepartners
will almostcertainlydisagree
withyou.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Backyour instincts
andhunches to the
hilt as farasyour
personalplansare

concerned,butbeverywary
aboutputtinganything into
actionuntilyouarecompletely
confidentandabsolutelysureof
yourground.You’llprobably
havetowaituntilpartnershave
madeuptheirmindsbeforeyou
canpressahead.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Youdon't takekindly
tobeingtold towait
your turnandhold
yourhorses.

However, itwillbeabraveLeo
whotakesonanynew
initiatives.Keepyourhead
downandavoidtrouble,wait
untilyousensethatblind
oppositionhaspassed,and
reasonhasreturned.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
It's a finemoment
forshopping, indeed
foranyextravagant
outburst;youseem

tohaveashrewdeye fora
bargain.However,youmust
regardallbusinessand
investmentopportunitiesas
potentialdisasterareas.
Therefore,whydon'tyougive
yourself at leasta fewmore
days to thinkthingsover.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Everyone,nomatter
what their
individualbirth
sign, is likely tobe

involved ineventswhichmay
besurprisingorshocking.
Your trumpcard isyourability
toputupwithalmostany
amountof criticism.You
maybe justa littleupset,but
really it's allwateroff a
duck'sback.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Your financial stars
aregrowing
stronger, andthat
augurswell foryour

material security.But,youwill
needtobeasuper-enlightened
persontoavoidsomeof the
emotional flakwhich is flying
aroundthisweekend. It'sall
downtotheSun-Moon
alignment, so itwon't last long.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Goingonaspending
spreemaybeaway
of avoidingsomeof
theemotional 'u'

turnswhichseemtobeputting
aspanner in theworksof a
generallypleasantweekend.
Layyourownpressing
questionsabout the future to
onesideandconcentrateon
hereandnow.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Havingtoputup
withpersonal
complaints isbad
enough,butcoping

withprofessionalproblems
isevenworse.That'swhy
youneedtosetupstrong
emotionaldefences.
Please try toretainyour
senseofhumourand
laughyourwaythrough
stressfulcircumstances.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Severalof your
planetsarenowat
loggerheads, all
determinedto

frustrateeachother'sefforts, so
youmayfeelpulledandpushed
indifferentdirections.There
seemslittleyoucandoto
resolvesuchpressures justyet,
butyoumaybeable to livewith
themquitehappily.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Youlikeaquiet life
andthere isnoneed
foryoutoget
involved in

unpleasantness, so letother
peoplebattle itout.Youwould
notbethecompassionate
personyouare, if youdidnot
comeforwardtohelp those
whoarehavingahardtimeof it.
Bydoinggoodtoothers,you'll
dogoodtoyourself.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
LU

TI
O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
4
8
0
5

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Allartisautobiographical.The___isthe_____autobiography-FedericoFellini(5,.,7)

SOLUTION:PEACE,LORRY,SOFTLY,SPORTY
Answer:Allartisautobiographical.Thepearlistheoyster'sautobiography
-FedericoFellini

CPAEE FOYLST

LYORR ORTPSY

SolutionsCrossword4715:Across:1Frostbite,8Anita,9Emerald,10Mexico,11
Lassie,12Tuesdays,15Alliance,18Vowing,20Hawser,21Stately,22Sprat,23
Shorthand.Down:2Rumba,3Stress,4Bulletin,5Easels,6Digital,7Carousing,11
Layaghost,13Elevator,14Flowers,16Agents,17Switch,19Nylon.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BHUBANESWAR,APRIL 15

THEINDIANmen'shockeyteamdefeatedan
inexperienced Germany 3-1 in the second
matchofthedouble-legtietoconsolidateits
lead at the top of the FIH Pro League stand-
ings here on Friday. The Indians scored
throughSukhjeetSingh(19thminute),Varun
Kumar (41st) and Abhishek (54th), while
Germany's lone goal was scored by Anton
Boeckel (45th).
TheIndianshaddefeatedGermany3-0inthe
firstmatchof the tieonThursday.
India are now sitting pretty at the top

with 27 points from 12 games, while
Germany are placed secondwith 17 points
from 10 matches. Against a new-look
Germany,whosehalf adozenplayersof the
22-membersquadmadetheirdebutinthese
twogames,theIndianscontinuedtheirdom-
ination. The Indiansmade some fine runs
into theoppositioncircle in the firstquarter
butfailedtoconvertanyof thechances.Four
minutes into the second quarter, Sukhjeet
handedIndiatheleadwithacleverfieldgoal.
Sukhjeet foundhimself at therightposition
inside the circle to scoreonlyhis second in-
ternationalgoalafterbeingbeautifullysetup
byManpreetSinghandNilkantaSharma.The
goal ignitedsparksintoIndia'sgameasthey
started tomove around the turf freely and
their passing too looked impressive. The
Germans put the opposition defence a bit
under pressure on the final fewminutes of
the secondquarter andmanageda shotbut
KrishanBahadurPathakwasalertunderthe
Indianpost.
Indiaenjoyed the lions shareof posses-

sion inthe firsthalfwith threeshotsongoal
againstnone.Threeminutesafterthechange
of ends, India finally secured their first
penaltycornerbutGermanygoalkeeperJean
Dannebergmadeagreat reflexsave todeny
Harmanpreet Singh. In the 41st minute,
ShilanandLakraearnedanotherpenaltycor-
nerforIndiaandthistimeVarunKumarper-
fectlyplacedtheball lowintothebottomleft
corner to double the home team's lead.
Germany, however, pulled one back four
minutes later through Anton Boeckel, who
pushedintoanemptygoalafterIndiacusto-
dianPRSreejeshcommittedearly.Abhishek
madeit3-1inthe54thminutewithavicious
shot from the left side of the circle after re-
ceivinga longpass fromHarmanpreet.
The Germans gave their heart and soul

in the final fewminutes of the game and in
the process secured a penalty corner but
Pathakpalmedawaytheballtodenythevis-
itorsany inroads.
The twowinsmarks the end of India's

homecampaign in theFIHProLeague.

With 3-1 win
over Germany,
India stay top of
standings

FRANKFURT3 2BARCELONA
Kostic4’ (P)67’ Busquets90+1’
Maury36 Depay90+11’ (P)

AGGREGATE4-3

Barcelona’sRonaldAraujoandteammates lookdejectedafter thematch. AP

New Delhi
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SPORT
PLAYINGTODAY
Indian Premier League
MI vs LSG, 3.30pm,
DC vs RCB, 7.30pm,
Live on Star Sports Network

Burning a review

Jagadeesha Suchith appealed as desper-
ately as amanabout to drown in a sea of
sharks and as excitedly as someonewho
hadseentheseaforthefirsttimeinhislife.
WicketkeeperNicholasPooranwasbarely
amused and did not appeal even half-
heartedly. Theumpire let out a bemused
smile,as ifwonderingwhy(andforwhat)
the bowlerwas appealing. Skipper Kane
Williamsonalmostlaughedoffthesugges-
tionofareview.ButSuchithpersisted,and
eventuallycoaxedWilliamsontomakethe
‘T’ sign.Theanglewasdifficult foranLBW
—aleft-armspinnerfromoverthestumps
toaleft-hander.Thebatsman,NitishRana,
whohadattempteda sweep, hadmissed
the ball entirely. Invariably, the review
seemedimpetuous, toput itmildly, in the
end.ButSuchithstillcouldnotfathom,and
had therebeenanoption, hewouldhave
reviewedthereview.

Tripathi’s sleep cycle
Sunil Gavaskarwent
wow,deservinglyso,
after Rahul Tripathi,
one of themost tal-
ented Indian bats-
menintheIPL,lofted
Varun Chakravarthy
over the cover
boundary.Hecrash-landedSunilNarine
too and punched Pat Cummins over
cover. Over the years, for various IPL
teams, he has been opener, anchor, fin-
isher - and done all roleswith aplomb
against pace and spin. Inhis early years,
whenintheRisingPuneSupergiantteam,
hepicked one trait fromMSDhoni that
he still follows. Sleeping late. On non-
matchnights,hewouldsleepat10.30pm
butthatwouldchange.“Hewouldsleep
late. I tried to followDhonibhaias Ihave
tobeatmybestat7.30.Sleepat2-3inthe
night, get up at 10-11. Then again try to
getanafternoonnap. Sleepasmuchas I
can.So,therearenottoomanythoughts,
fidgetiness.Sleepmore,relaxandaround
3.30-4orso,Istartgettingreadyandfresh
and ready togoby6.30.And try tokeep
this routineonnon-matchdays too,”he
once told SG Sports. Be a conscious in-
somniacifyouwanttodowellintheIPL,
then.

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER
Hot heads, calmminds and everything in between at the game

AndreRussellisnotofteninthemiddle
foralongtime,butdefinitelyforagood
time.AndagoodtimefortheJamaican
involvessendingthewhiteballoverthe
boundarywithbruteforce.Notforhim
playing according to the situation. In
fact, teamsplantosendhimwhenthe
situationisripeforhim.OnFridaytoo,
it didn’tmatter toRussel thatKolkata
Knight Riders had lost half their side
withsevenoverstogowhenhestrode
tothecrease.Thesecondballhefaced,
from impressive SouthAfrican pacer
Marco Jansen,was intended for some
fearsomepunishmentbut resulted in
only a brace throughmidwicket. The
nextone,alengthball,landedwayover
theropeasRussellseemedtobewarm-
inguptohistask.
TheWest Indian is amurderer of

medium pace stuff and Sunrisers
HyderabadskipperKaneWilliamson
gambled to bring on his express
bowler UmranMalik, who had just
one over left. Malik is not known for

hiseconomy,butseriouspace,andthe
overproducedarivetingcontest.The
bowlerwasluckytogetadotballwith
a full toss to beginwith. The second
ballwashit throughtheoff-side fora
brace. The batsmanmissed the slog
offalengthballnextandthen,Russell
wasbeatenbyextrapaceandbounce
on the cut shot. The fifth ball was a
bouncer that Russell avoided some-
how by hitting the turf. The last one
was a length ball outside off that the
batsmanmissedagain. Just two runs
in the 16th over against one of the
fiercesthittersofthecricketball,there
wasnodoubtaboutthewinnerofthis
contest.

TripathiandMarkramscoreimpactful50sasHyderabadbeatKolkataby7wickets

Sunrisers shine in night sky

SANDIPG
APRIL 15

RAHULTRIPATHIandAidenMarkramstruck
fifties to give Sunrisers a facile win over
Kolkata Knight Riders, whose total of 175
prove inadequate. Thewin, though,was set
upbyasupremeexhibitionofaggressivefast
bowlingbyUmranMalikandTNatarajan.

Stroke-ful Rahul
RahulTripathiissomethingofanenigma

in Indian cricket. He has an array of strokes
that couldmelt the eyes; a technique that’s
sturdierthansomeof thesillyshotsheplays
togetoutsuggest;hehasthecouragetotake
on some of themost feared bowlers in the
game. But alas, his body of work does not
matchhispotential.
That he is thehighest run-getter among

uncapped players captures the story of his
career.Hegetstheruns,butnotbytruckloads
thatcouldbargehiswaytothenationalteam.
He is already31, not an agewhere selectors
could take a leap of faith in him. There,
though,istheexampleofSuryakumarYadav,
but for that, he needs a Suryakumar Yadav
kindof a season too.
But there always is a start, and this in-

nings, wherein he surreptitiously blended
aggression and timing, could be the start of
the phase. From themoment he strode in,
there was a sense of purpose and urgency
abouthim.Therewereahostoffamiliarfaces
aroundhim—hewasaKolkataKnightRider
last year, and he seemed to know the
strengthandflawsofeveryplayerinsideout.
Just thesecondlegalballhefaced,heflicked
Umesh Yadav, one of his best friends in the
KKRteam, regally through fine-leg.
Thestrokeconveyedthemoodandtouch

he was in. But howmany times have you
seenhimflatter todeceive?But thisonedid
not.Hisnextfourwasclassier,PatCummins

had only pitchedmarginally fuller, but he
pressedforth,afull-fledgedfront-footpress,
and drove him through covers. Even the
Australiangazedathimadmiringly.
After demonstrating his elegance, he

showed hismental flexibility, his ability to
improvisehisstrokes.AndreRussellhadjust
nailedcaptainKaneWilliamsonwithashort-
of-length ball that he under-edged. Tripathi
venturedfor theball.
Thoughshort, theball seamedback in to

congesthimforroom,butheswayedhisbody
backtogetundertheballandfetcheditover
square leg. Russell and KKRwere suddenly
shortof ideasandinspiration.
Their captain Shreyas Iyer summoned

VarunChakravarthy.Tripathyshunnedhim
of all his mystery, looting him for a three
sixesandafour in fourballshe facedacross
twoovers.
Inamodestchaseof176, thatwasall the

momentum SRH had craved for. KKR
blinked, they froze, options were running
out. Sunil Narinewas the last throw of the
dice. Tripathy stole singles of the first few
ballsdiligently.
But when he landed an off-break fuller

outside the off-stump, he lunged forth and
swattedhimwiththeimpatientdisdainofa
brute annoyed by a pesky fly. Soon after, he

completedhishalf-century,offonly21balls.
Run-rate under control, he decelerated and
inchedSRHcloser to the finish line. Though
he perished, AidenMarkram, with an un-
beaten68steered themhomewith13balls
to spare.
KKRwouldfeelthatthesnubbedarebit-

ing them. Only a few games ago, Kuldeep
Yadav,whowasbenched for almost theen-
tire season,demolished themwithanexhi-
bition of high-class spin bowling. It was
Tripathi’sturnnext,andtheywouldbewon-
deringwhose turn itwouldbenext.

Sting of the pace-pack
OnlyoneofSRH’spacequartetisanover-

seasentity—theSouthAfricanMarcoJansen.
But their domestic assemblage sufficed.
BhuvneshwarKumar, thoughnot at his de-
ceptivebestshowedthevalueofhisexperi-
ence, removing Pat Cummins at a crucial
juncture of the match. His assortment of
yorkersandsloweronesarestillhardto line
up for thebig strokes.
Butthemanwhoismakingbatsmenhop

infearisUmranMalik.Heenhancedhisrep-
utationbyratchetinguphostilityandaggro.
He blasted the stumps of Shreyas Iyerwith
a blinding yorker, before he restricted the
maraudingAndreRussell to just tworunsin
an over that was all fire and fury. The
Jamaicandidallhecouldtoconnectwiththe
ball, but ended swishing the thin air five
times in an over. A rib-shattering bouncer
hadhimspread-eagledontheturf,whiletry-
ing tobobaway fromit.
The forgotten T Natarajan too showed

stirringsofarenaissanceafterasetofunfor-
tunateinjuries. HedislodgedVenkateshIyer
andSunilNarinewiththenewballbeforehe
swallowedNitishRana, the top-scorerwith
54runs, at thedeath.
ThoughRussellbroughtontheafterburn-

ers,KKR’s total fell inadequate.

BRIEF SCORES: KKR 175 for 8 in 20 overs
(NitishRana54,AndreRussell 49not out; T
Natarajan 3/37, UmranMalik 2/27) VS SRH
176/3 in17.5overs (RahulTripathi71,Aiden
Markram68notout;AndreRussell 2/20).

SunrisersHyderabad’sRahulTripathi smashed71off 37againstKolkataKnightRiders. Sportzpics for IPL

SYNOPSIS: Stroke-ful Tripathi cor-
nerstoneschaseafter fierypace-pack
sting KKR

IPL TABLE

TEAM M W L PT NRR
GT 5 4 1 8 0.450

RR 5 3 2 6 0.389

PK 5 3 2 6 0.239
KKR 6 3 3 6 0.223

LSG 5 3 2 6 0.174
RCB 5 3 2 6 0.006

SRH 5 3 2 6 -0196

DC 4 2 2 4 0.476

CSK 5 1 4 2 -0.745

MI 5 0 5 0 -1.072

Bahrain-based
Investcorpintalksto
buyACMilan
London:AssetmanagerInvestcorphas
enteredintoexclusivetalkstopurchase
ItalianclubACMilan,asourcecloseto
the deal told Reuters on Friday. The
sourcesaidthedeal tobuytheSerieA
club from current owners Elliott
ManagementCorporationwascloseto
beingcompleted.Investcorp,whichis
domiciled in Bahrain and has offices
globally,isanassetmanagerwithlines
of business including private equity,
real estate, absolute return invest-
ments, infrastructure, creditmanage-
ment,andstrategiccapital.Itmanages
over $42 billion in assets. American
firmElliottManagementCorporation
took over seven-times European
championsMilan in 2018. Investcorp
andElliottwouldnotcommentwhen
contactedbyReuters.REUTERS

ZverevbeatsSinnerin
threetoentersemis
Monte Carlo: Alexander Zverev sur-
vived a first-set blip to break Jannik
Sinner'sresilienceandreachthesemi-
finalsof theMonteCarloMasterswith
an epic 5-7 6-3 7-6(5) victory. The
Germansecondseedstruggledtostay
focussedbuteventuallytamedhis20-
year-old opponent in the deciding
tiebreak.Zverev,whobattledformore
than threehourswith theninth seed,
willnextmeeteitherdefendingcham-
pion Stefanos Tsitsipas or Argentine
Diego Schwartzman. Earlier, Spain's
AlejandroDavidovich Fokina reached
his firstMasters semi-final bybeating
AmericanTaylor Fritz 2-66-46-3and
willtakeonBulgarianGrigorDimitrov.
AterribleservicegamebySinnergave
Zverevabreakfor3-1buttheGerman
failed toholdon to theadvantageand
the Italian brokebackbefore bagging
theopeningset. REUTERS

Pujaramakes6off15
onSussexdebut
Derby: Senior IndiabatterCheteshwar
Pujaracouldonlyscoresixoff15ballsin
his first innings of the 2022 County
ChampionshiphereonFriday.Making
his debut for Sussex, Pujarawas dis-
missed in the24thoveronday twoof
the division two game against
Derbyshire,whoamassed505 in their
firstinnings.Itwasnotthebestofstarts
toacountystintforPujarawhoneedsa
bagfulofrunstomakeacomebackinto
the Indian Test team. Star Pakistan
keeper batterMohammadRizwan is
alsoinSussexplayingeleven.PTI

NewZealand,England
totourPakistan
Karachi: Pakistanwill host fivemen's
andwomen's teamsover thenext 12
monthsasPCBannouncedtheinterna-
tional calendaronFriday.ThePakistan
men's teamisscheduledtoplayseven
Tests, 17ODIs and aminimumof 25
T20Is in thenext12monthswhile the
women's teamparticipate in the ICC
Women'sChampionship, ICCU19and
T20 World Cups and Birmingham
CommonwealthGames.ThePCBcon-
firmed thatWest Indies, Englandand
New Zealand men's sides will tour
Pakistan twice each in the next 12
monthswhile Sri Lanka and Ireland
womenwillvisitPakistaninMay/June
andOctober/November.PTI

BRIEFLY
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The fast one tames the furious one

16

One pull too many for Williamson
KaneWilliamsonwas in amood to pull
any ball that was pitched marginally
short, or even short of length. Unlike
manymodern-day batsmen, and some
of the past masters, who pull compul-
sively from the front foot, he does it the
orthodoxway.He shiftshisweightonto
thebackfoot, pressesbackdeep into the
crease, arches his upper body like the
curve of a bow and swivels as he com-
pletes the shot.
The absence of violent movements

makestheposeacollector’s item.Heun-
furled a gorgeous one against Umesh
Yadav.Fourballs later,heessayedamore
powerfuloneagainstAndreRussell. The
ball had bounced more than he had
judged,butherosewiththebounceand
flayed him through mid-wicket. The

next ball was identical and he recoiled
forthepull.Buttheball,anoff-cutterthat
skidon,didn’tbounceasmuchashehad
expected,andheendedupdraggingthe
ball onto the stumps. Never has
Williamson,whousuallywearsrestraint
inboth joyandagony, lookedso livid.He
bentdown,cursedhimself,andinanun-
characteristicburstof rage,almostblew
the stumps away.

From tent to Trident: Salman’s journey as a CSK net bowler
DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, APRIL 15

“YEH DEKHO swimming pool. Ek dum
Maldives jaisa hai (See the swimming pool.
It’s just like in theMaldives).”
SalmanKhan, 22, provides avirtual tour

of his posh hotel to his family, who live in a
smalltentatMumbai’sCrossMaidan,where
his fatherworks as a groundsman. On nor-
malcricketingafternoons, thetentworksas
adressing roomforcricket teams.
BarringhisfatherIdris,noneofhisfamily

membersknewwhereMaldives isandwhy
it is famous.
But since being roped in by Chennai

SuperKings(CSK)asanetbowlerfortheon-
goingIndianPremierLeagueseason,Salman
hasbeenlivingthehighlife,evenifonatem-
porarybasis.
Hesayshisconversationsbackhomeare

unusual thesedays.His fathernotonlyasks
him aboutwhat happened at the nets, but
also about the hotel he is stationed in.
WhetherhemetMahendraSinghDhoniand
whatdidhe tellhim.
The iconic hotel at Nariman Point has

been a landmark for Mumbaikars and
Salmanhadn’t seen it frominside,untilCSK
happened.
Overtheyears,hisfatherhasrolledpitches

andseenmanyboysbecomingstarsovernight
and now the family hopes that Salman can

changethefortunesof thefamily.
“Oneday,IgotacallfromaChennaiSuper

Kings official askingmewhether I can join
asanetbowler for this season. Later, I got to
know my name was recommended by
(Mumbai player) Tushar Deshpande. I was
excited because Iwill get a chance to learn,
otherwise I would be just playing club
cricket,” Salmansaidoverphone.

CSK have been the pioneers in helping
net bowlersmake the transition to becom-
ing IPL players. Two current players of the
franchise-MukeshChoudharyandPrashant
Solanki -were net bowlers for them till last
season, before being roped in at this year’s
megaauction.
Salman hopes the same can happen for

him.Hisfatheralwayshasonelinetoendhis

conversations. “Abu phone karke bolta hai
achcha kar, tera acha hoga, toh hamara bhi
hoga. Bowling mein khush kar dena
(Whenevermyfathercalls,hetellsmetodo
well, sothatsomethinggoodwillhappento
them in the future. Make everyone happy
through your bowling). I only say I will try
my best,” Salman, who has represented
Mumbaiinunder-23andjuniorcricket,says.

The rays of the floodlights and the loud
cheeringat theWankhedeStadiumreaches
Salman’shome.Hehasbeensendingpicsof
himwith Dhoni and other players. Salman
did bump into Dhoni and CSK captain
Ravindra Jadeja, and asked them about his
bowling. It took some time to gain Dhoni’s
confidence but, Salman says, at CSK every-
one isequal.
“I spoke toMahi bhai and Jadeja. I want

tolearnfromthem,thesetwomonthsmight
changemy life. I askedMahi bhai aboutmy
bowling.Hesaid, ‘Salman,off-spinnerkoT20
mein sab maarne hi dekhte hai, so thoda
dimagsedalneka, jyadasochneka(inT20s,
everyone tries to hit the off-spinner, so put
somethoughtbehindyourbowling).Hesaid
hewill speak tome after a few games. The
franchiseistreatinguslikeeveryoneelse.We
are getting the same treatment like every-
oneelse. Theenvironment is superb.”
BackatCrossMaidan, Idris ishappy that

hissonhasgotabigpush.Inhisfourdecades
asagroundsman,hehasseenSachinbecom-
ing Tendulkar and Zaheer Khan becoming
India’s lethalpacebowler.
“I’mveryhappyforhim.I’masmallman.

I justwanthim todowell in life. In 40years
asagroundsman,Ihaveseenpeoplebecom-
ing stars, I just want my son to play good
cricket aur apne paonpe khada ho jaye bus
(andstandonhisownfeet),” Idrishopes.
From Tent to Trident Hotel, Salmanwill

nowhopelifechangesforhimfromhereon.

Off-spinnerSalmanKhaninfrontof thetentwherehestaysatMumbai’sCrossMaidan;WithMSDhoni

DC physio Farhart
tests positive
Mumbai: Delhi Capitals physio
PatrickFarharthastestedpositivefor
COVID-19, the first case of coron-
avirus in IPL 2022. In a statement,
BCCI stated: "Delhi Capitals physio
PatrickFarharthasbeen testedposi-
tive for Covid-19. He is beingmoni-
toredby theDCMedical Teamat the
moment." The BCCI's medical team
hasadvisedallmembersof theDelhi
Capitalstoisolatethemselves.Ateam
has to undergo Covid-19 tests 48
hours before their game. Another
round of testing was conducted on
Friday evening. The team's practice
session was also canceled. Delhi is
scheduled to meet Bangalore on
Saturday at theWankhedeStadium.
Asper theprotocol, a teamneeds

to be able to field at least 12 players
(seven in the playing XI must be
Indian).“BCCIat itsdiscretionwillat-
tempt to reschedule the match for
later intheseason. If this isnotpossi-
ble,theissuewillbereferredtotheIPL
technicalcommittee," IPLrulesstate.
It islearntFarhartwasincontactwith
most players. "The fresh testing has
been done. Thosewhose second re-
port(Fridaytest)comesnegativewill
be allowed to travel for the next
game,”aBCCIofficial said. ENS
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