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ESHWARAPPA FINALLY RESIGNS

K S Eshwarappa with Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai in Bengaluru on Friday. Charged with abetment in the

suspected suicide of a civil contractor, Eshwarappa submitted his resignation from the Cabinet. P11
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Time to resume India
trade, doors will open:
Pak’s top industrialist

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
COLOMBO, APRIL15

PAKISTAN’S TOP industrialist
Mian Mohammed Mansha be-
lieves it is time his country and
India resume trade, and improve
relations for their betterment.
Mansha, who heads the
Nishat conglomerate, Pakistan's
No. 1 business group, told The
Indian Express from Dubai where
he is at the moment, that there
are “many synergies” between
the two countries that can come
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into play once trade begins.

“[ feel very passionately that
we need to get our things sorted
outwithIndia. Now whatever the
issues thatare impeding, let them
be there. But once they come to
one another's country, through
trade, tourism - religious tourism
or normal tourism — I think the
doors will start opening,” 81-
year-old Mansha said.

He said the Kashmir issue
had to be resolved with “small
steps” to “bring temperatures
down”. He also spoke on open-
ing up Bollywood to Pakistani

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

New resolution at UNGA targets
Russia; Jaishankar meets Guterres

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

A WEEK after Delhi sent its
sharpest message to Moscow by
abstaining on a resolution to sus-
pend Russia from the UN Human
Rights Council, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar had a
“wide ranging discussion” with
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres and exchanged views
on the global impact of the
Ukraine conflict as well as the sit-
uation in Afghanistan and
Myanmar.

Jaishankar is in New York, af-
ter the Indo-US 2+2 ministerial
and other cabinet-level meet-

Do not post any anti-Govt
content on social media,
tell kin too: TIFR to staff

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, APRIL 15

THE TATA Institute of Funda-
mental Research (TIFR), the
country’s premier institution for
advanced research in funda-
mental sciences, has instructed
its staff not to post “anti-govern-
ment content”, photographs and
videos of institute facilities on
social media platforms since it
“could lead to serious security
consequences”. It has asked the
staff to tell their family members

too not to post such content.
Inaletter dated April 13, TIFR
Registrar Wing Commander
George Antony (retired), refer-
ring to observations notified by
the Department of Atomic
Energy, mentioned that photo-
graphs and videos of DAE offices
and facilities had been noticed
on Facebook, WhatsApp and
other social media platforms.
“Ithas been noticed that cer-
tain disgruntled employees have
been sharing anti-government
content over social media. The
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

From cattle control to river linking,
protests force rollbacks in Gujarat

PARIMAL DABHI, AVINASH
NAIR & KAMAAL SAIYED
AHMEDABAD, SURAT, APRIL15

AT LEAST four major govern-
ment decisions in poll-bound
Gujarat, two of which were
taken by the Centre, have been
rolled back following protests.
The reversal on the decisions
was prompted by objections
from communities like farmers,
cattle herders, tribals and textile
associations.

The most recent one was to
put in abeyance The Gujarat
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WITH ASSEMBLY polls

due later this year, the BJP
is treading cautiously. The
rollback of decisions is a
clear signal to important
voter segments like trib-
als, farmers, traders and
maldharis. While it won a
majority in 2017, the BJP
saw a drop in its seats.

Cattle Control (Keeping and
Moving)in Urban Areas Bill, 2022,
a week after it had been passed
by the Assembly. Itis the first time
the state BJP government had to
make such areversal.

The state Assembly had
passed the Bill on March 31, af-
ter a six-hour debate. The
Congress had put up a stiffoppo-
sition to the legislation that has
seen vociferous protests by the
maldhari community, tradition-
ally cattle rearers.

Among those who opposed
the Bill publicly was BJP state

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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AP police: Bag
with evidence
in case against
minister stolen
from court

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, APRIL 15

A BAG containing a laptop, iPad
and three cellphones — all be-
longing to newly inducted State
Agriculture Minister Kakani
Govardhan Reddy and part of
"evidence" against him in a for-
gery and defamation case — was
stolen from the fourth additional
judicial magistrate's court in
Nellore, police said.

An officer at the local police
station where the complaint of
theft was filed by a court clerk on
April 13 said two of the six per-
sons who broke into the court
safe had been detained. "They
discarded the empty bag near
the court. The two detained per-
sons are being questioned. We
hope to catch the main culprits
soon," he said.

The defamation case against
Govardhan Reddy, who was in-
ducted as minister by Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
in the reshuffle on April 10, was
filed by then TDP minister
Somireddy Chandramohan
Reddy in December 2016.
Govardhan Reddy had accused
Somireddy of amassing assets
worth Rs 1,000 crore, including

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

In a first, Maharashtra app maps workers’

GOVERNANCE

AN EXPRESS SERIES
MAHARASHTRA

RUPSA CHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, APRIL15

INAfirst of its kind project in the
country, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment has developed a web-
site-based migration tracking
system (MTS) application to map
the movement of vulnerable
seasonal migrant workers

Anganwadi workers take weight and height of children of
migrants in Amravati to port ICDS services. WCD, Maharashtra

through individual unique iden-
tity numbers. The state govern-
ment's women and child devel-

opment (WCD) department
launched it as a pilot project in
November last year in six dis-

rtability of ICDS scheme

tricts with high tribal population
including Gadchiroli, Chandra-
pur, Amravati, Jalna, Palghar and
Nandurbar.

The MTS project is envisaged
tomaintain the continuity of the
Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) like nutrition sup-
ply, immunisation and health
check-up etc. to migrant benefi-
ciaries including children aged
up to 18 years, lactating mothers
and pregnant women registered
with the anganwadi centres.
Their migration will be tracked
forensuring the portability of the
ICDS for their families in their

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

2ND LOT OF S-400
FROM RUSSIA TO
INDIAON TRACKP5

ACCESS TOHEALTH FACILITIES

Healthcare fights poverty,
helps in social justice: PM

GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT, APRIL15

UNDERLINING THAT quality
healthcare is linked to poverty
alleviation efforts, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
Friday that better health facili-
ties are not limited only to the
treatment of diseases, but also
encourage social justice.
"When cheap and best treat-
ment is available to the poor; his
faith in the system is strength-
ened. If they get freedom from
the worry of the cost of treat-
ment, they work hard to get out
of poverty with more determina-
tion," the Prime Minister said, ad-
dressing a public meeting in Bhuj
town of Kutch after inaugurating
the K K Patel Super Specialty

Using a video link, Prime Minister Modi inaugurates the
KK Patel Super Specialty Hospital in Bhuj, Gujarat. P11

Hospital via virtual mode.

In the past years, all schemes
in the health sector, he said, have
beenimplemented keeping this
thought in mind. He said that
through the Ayushman Bharat
Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Jan
Aushadhi Yojana, poor and mid-
dle-class families are getting free

medical treatment, cheaper
medicines and are able to save
"lakhs of crores of rupees” they
would have otherwise spent on
medical treatment.

"Initiatives like the Health and
Wellness Centres, Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Now, Srinagar Corps posts video
to show terror targets all faiths

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

AFTER THE Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) Police, the Indian Army's
Srinagar-based Chinar Corps on
Friday posted a video on its so-
cial media handles titled
"Kashmir fights back", which, a
senior security establishment of-
ficer said, seeks to underline how
"terrorism has affected all peace-
loving citizens of Kashmir, irre-
spective of their faith".

From the video posted by
the Chinar Corps

J&K SARPANCH
KILLED PAGE 6

Army sources said the video
seeks to counter misinformation
by Pakistan on social media.
"People here follow many
Pakistani handles. These have
been fanning anti-India senti-
ments here. Thatis why we have
used the same tune (background
score) that Inter Services Public
Relations (Pakistan military's PR
wing) uses in its propaganda
videos, to tell a different narra-
tive and build confidence with
the people,” said an officer.
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When will you stop using facewash
made with just chemicals?

Patanjali Facewash is made with natural elements,
to give you natural glow and beauty

Neem Tulsi

Facial Foam

naturally healthy.

Patanjali Saundarya Facewash has Aloe
Vera’s nourishing, healing and skin .
rejuvenating benefits which cleans the
skin without drying it. Tulsi, Neem and
Honey disinfect the skin to make it
healthy, remove dark spots, pimples &
give it a natural glow. Orange peel
keeps your skin youthful and healthy.

Orange Aloe Vera

Orange Aloe Vera Facewash is made
with the formulation of extracts of
Orange and Aloe Vera. They give a

natural glow to the skin and are
benefecial for all skin types. Using it
everyday helps in removing dead cells
and toxins and cleans it naturally to

Neem Tulsi Face Wash is a soap-free
herbal formulation that cleans the
skin & also moisturises it to maintain
the natural balance. Neem and Tulsi
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Its activated carbon removes all the
dirt and toxins from the skin, cleanses
the pores to remove blackheads.
Goodness of Honey, Vitamin E,
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carbon help fighting against skin
problems pimples to keep the skin

make it soft and glowing.

r

[ .
ﬂrﬂ"""fﬂlf_;{

SRy e
Ty

farp —fa2

Shop Online- www.patanjaliayurved.net | Customer Care Number - 18001804108 | Email ID - feedback@patanjaliayurved.org | Website - www.patanjaliayurved.org

New Delhi



I

2 SECOND PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, APRIL 16,2022

Army video

The 1.19 minute video starts
with visuals of a funeral proces-
sion,and a child crying. "Decades
of terrorism has leftus with thou-
sands of orphans, widows, wail-
ing mothersand helpless fathers,”
reads the text. The song "Kashmir
ke liye Jhelum roya (Jhelum cried
for Kashmir)" plays in the back-
ground. Another set of visuals
shows the exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits, youth pelting stones and
the Pulwama attack in February
2019."They tried to divide our so-
ciety. They tried to misguide our
youth. They tried to turn our peer
vaer (land of saints) into a battle-
ground,” reads the text.

It then goes on to pay tribute
to Kashmiris -- both Hindus and
Muslims -- who were killed by
militants, including journalist
Shujaat Bukhari, social activist
Arjumand Majeed, Kashmir
Pandit pharmacist Makhan Lal
Bindroo, sarpanch Ajay Pandita,
school principal Supinder Kaur,
BJP leader Wasim Bari, Lt Umer
Fayaz, DySP Mohammad Ayub
Pandita, and Police Inspector
Pervez Ahmed Dar. "They tried to
silence us. But Kashmir kept on
fighting," reads the text.

The video shows visuals of
Army personnel helping or en-
gaging with the civilian popula-
tion. "Kashmir is not alone in this
fight. With youin the past. Foryou

in the future. Together we will win
this fight. Awaam and jawan:
hand in hand," says the text.

Itends with poetIqbal'slines:
"Kuch baat hai ki hasti mitati nahi
hamaari, sadiyon raha hai dush-
man daur-e-jahaan hamara
(Thereis something about us that
we continue to exist despite the
entire world being our enemy for
centuries.)"

The video comes in the back-
drop of the recent spurtinattacks
by militants on Kashmiri Pandits
and migrants in the Valley. In the
last three weeks, there have been
over half-a-dozen such attacks,
leaving one migrant dead and
seven others, including a
Kashmiri Pandit, injured.

"This video depicts the sacri-
fices of civilians across faiths in
J&K.Inview of the recent targeted
killings and the biased narrative
being floated on social media, itis
important to understand that ter-
rorism has affected all peace-lov-
ing citizens of Kashmir, irrespec-
tive of their faith. Hence, it is
important that as a society, we
speakagainst terrorismand stand
with our security forces in the
fight against terrorism," said a
senior security establishment of-
ficer. Sources said Pakistan-based
terror groups were taking advan-
tage of the polarisation triggered
by the film, The Kashmir Files,
which focusses on the plight of
Kashmiri Pandits, to instigate tar-
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geted attacks on migrants.

OnMarch 31, theJ&KPolice re-
leased a 57-second video, titled
The Untold Kashmir Files, which
sought to underline how all
Kashmiris -- cutting across faith -
- were victims of militancy.

Jaishankar

“A wide ranging discussion
with UNSG @antonioguterres.
Exchanged views on the global
impact of the Ukraine conflict, es-
pecially on food and energy secu-
rity. Implications for developing
countries are serious,” Jaishankar
said in a Twitter post Friday.

“Spoke about latest develop-
ments in respect of Afghanistan
and Myanmar. Appreciate his in-
terestin working with Indiatoef-
fectively address important con-
temporary challenges,” he said.

His visit comes ata time when
Liechtenstein has moved a reso-
lution which aims to make P5
(Permanent Five) members, who
cast a veto in the UNSC, explain
themselves before the UN
General Assembly. Thisis directed
at Russia and China, who have
been vetoing resolutions moved
by the remaining three P5 mem-
bers on Ukraine.

Liechtenstein's mission at the
UN has now tabled, on behalf of
38 co-sponsors, a resolution that
mandates a meeting of the UN
General Assembly whenever a
vetois castin the Security Council.
“The resolution is a meaningful
step to empower the GA and
strengthen multilateralism,” it
said. It is expected to be taken up
by the end of the month.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson is also expected to visit
Indiaon April 21-22,and theissue
of India’s position on Ukraine is
likely to be high on agenda.

Pak industrialist

actors and India's IPL to Pakistani
cricketers.

Earlier this year, the industrial-
ist, counted as the most influen-
tial voice of the business commu-
nity in Pakistan, had called for
resumption of trade with Indiaat
ameeting of the Lahore Chamber
of Commerce and Industry.

Reiterating the statements he
made at that meeting, Mansha,
whose businesses range from tex-
tiles to cement to automobiles,
saidif India could continue toim-
port from Chinadespite its border
issues, there was no reason for
Pakistan not to resume trade with
India. “Ithink there's nothing bet-
ter than having good relations
with your neighbours. And you
can't change neighbours,” he said,
pointing to the advantages that
importing from India would give
Pakistan.

“lam a businessman. That's
why I say that if something is
cheaperinIndia, why should Ibuy
that from another country? The
transportation cost is less (from
India),” he said. “There are so
many products thatwe could buy.
We (the Nishat Group) make
Hyundai cars. Hyundai India is
very big. We could buy some parts
cheaper from India, than buying
from China, forexample. And you
arealso trading with Chinainsuch
a large way. Your imports from
China are huge, and if you look at
it,youalso have issues with China
on the issue of territories and all
that.” Trade between the two
countries dwindled after India
doubled tariffs following the
Pulwamaattackin February 2019.
Later, after India's decisions in J&K
that August, Pakistan stopped
trade with India.

Last year, days after the pow-
erful Pakistan Army indicated that
ithad a “geo-economic vision” of
South Asia - Pakistan Army chief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa out-
lined this in a speech -- Pakistan
announced it would begin re-
stricted trade with India for cot-
tonand sugar. However, the deci-
sion was abruptly cancelled after
several ministers in the then
Imran Khan government op-
posed it. Last week, Imran Khan
was removed as Prime Minister
by the country's parliament.
Though Mansha said he had not
met Shehbaz Sharif, the new
Prime Minister, in three-four
years, he was aware that Sharif
was not against resumption of
trade with India.

“Whatl thinkis we doneed to
move ahead on the resolution of
the Kashmir issue, we could take
small, small steps. I do think we
need to lower the temperature,”
he said, pointing to the
“Musharraf formula” that paved
the way for cross-LoC trade and
bus services thatallowed families
on either side to meet, interact
and do business with each other,
though other steps such as reduc-
ing military presence on both
sides did not take place. Mansha
also spoke on the opening of
flights from Sharjah as a pointer
to the tourism potential of
Kashmir.

On trade, Mansha said a be-
ginning could be made with
Pakistan importing cotton from
India and exporting cement.

“lamin the cement business.

We have one big plant, in Chakwal
district (of Pakistan Punjab
province) where Mr Manmohan
Singh was born. We have even
preserved the school that he at-
tended. Youdon'thave limestone
inIndian Punjaband areas around
the border; so it is much cheaper
tobuy Pakistani cement. We used
to export a lot of cement to India,
till all this trading abruptly
stopped. So it is not a bad idea if
we could import cotton, and we
could export some cement to
India," he said.

“Ialso deal with cotton textile
companies, where we wanttouse
Indian cotton. And we also grow a
lot of cotton and now we are buy-
ing some cotton from
Afghanistan, and from so many
other countries that we import.
Our cotton seasons are slightly
different. When you grow cotton,
we don't grow cotton at that time.
It would be very good that when
our season comes, you could buy
it from us. And when yours
comes, we could import it from
you, rather than paying carrying
charges fromother countries,” he
said. Mansha said investment too
shouldbegin. “Forexample, if Tata
invests in Pakistan, you will have
employees here...and I think in-
terconnections do build up”.

There would be hawks on
bothssides, he acknowledged, but
pointed to the 1978 Camp David
accord  between Israel's
Menachem Begin and Egypt's
Anwar Sadat as an example of
breaking through mistrust and
hostility. He also mentioned the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), which was
treated with suspicion at the be-
ginning, but has been beneficial
for Mexico, the US and Canada.

The India-Pakistan cultural re-
lationship, he said, was also im-
portant. “Indian movies coming
toPakistan,and Pakistani dramas
were being seen in India... Some
of our actors got better chancesin
Bollywood...but the biggest thing
we need to start is that our crick-
eters should be playinginyour IPL
tournament. And yours could
come to the PCL. Cricket is a big
business now,” he said.

TIFR to staff

activities have been red-flagged
by the agencies and the depart-
ment. Staff members of the insti-
tute arerequested torefrain from
uploading any photographs of
videos, related to the institute, its
centres and field stations, residen-
tial colonies or any other govern-
ment property over social media
platforms, as the same could lead
to serious security consequences.
Staff members are further in-
formed to desist from uploading
any anti-government content
over social media. Family mem-
bers too should be appraised
aboutthe same," the letter stated.
Acknowledging the notifica-
tion, TIFR Director Professor S
Ramakrishnan said he would re-
spond Monday to queries regard-
ingthe letter. Sources said the let-
ter was issued based on DAE
directives. "The DAE has set-ups
across the country in different
places. Photos or videos referred
to in the letter could have been
from any of these set-ups and
then a universal directive might
have been issued for all set-ups.
Inafewdays, there could be more
clarity on this," sources said.

‘Evidence’ bag
properties in Singapore, Malaysia
and Thailand.

"He displayed in public the
purported documents of the
properties [ allegedly bought. I
challenged him to prove his alle-
gationsin court,andit turned out
that the documents were forged.
I filed a police complaint,” said
Somireddy. "In January this year,
the YSRCP government filed a pe-
tition in the special court that is
trying cases against elected rep-
resentatives at Vijayawada, seek-
ing to withdraw the case against
Govardhan Reddy. The court re-
jected the petition... The case has
beenlisted for hearinginJune. The
bag containing the electronic ev-
idence that showed Govardhan
Reddy forged the documents was
atthe Nellore court. Thathasbeen
stolen now. Isn'titsurprising that
only the bag containing the evi-
dence has been stolen and noth-
ingelse," he said.

Apolice officer confirmed that
the stolen bag contained the case
evidence. When contacted,
Govardhan Reddy declined to
comment. Meanwhile, TDP
Public Accounts Committee
chairman Payyavula Keshav
sought a suo motu case to inves-
tigate the theft. The judiciary
should take a very serious view of
the incident, he said.

ICDS portability

destination districts within or
outside the state until their return
to their native places.

Despite recording a huge dis-
tress-driven seasonal migration
of workers, Maharashtra, like
other states,does not have any in-
stitutionalised mechanism to

STheIndianEXPRESS ' www INDIANEXPRESS.COM

= T

-
= & e e DFRTES B
el i

in ICC Tk Bamling Reskings

i P e S ) e ey ey

o b e s b e i | o b T

| | penem s

LT =T

DOWNLOADAPP *

mVISUAL STORIES
m DAILY BRIEFING
m PODCASTS

m CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

Indian Express
kK 4.6

[=] ¥z [=]
[=]5a

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOAD THE APP

EXPRESS

India-US 2+2 meet,
eggs in midday meals,
and lemon prices soar

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Highlights of the India-US 2+2 meet, why
the Karnataka government is planning to
introduce eggs in midday meals, and why
lemons have become more expensive

enumerateit. So, through this ini-
tiative, the state has sought to cap-
ture the data of intra-district, in-
ter-districts and interstate
migration of suchworkers. Inlight
of the pilot project, the WCD de-
partment has now decided toroll
itoutacross the state, focusing es-
pecially on the rural belts.

“As seen during the Covid
lockdowns, a large number of
women and children had got dis-
placed and missed on their nutri-
tion, vaccination and other serv-
ices under the ICDS scheme. So,
we decided to make a real-time
map of the influxand efflux of the
seasonal migration so that we can
port the facilities to the place of
migration with the help of the
District Project Officers of that
area,” said Maharashtra WCD
principal secretary Idzes Kundan.
“Once they return to their habi-
tats, the facilities can be ported
back.”

"Maharashtra s the first state
inIndiatodevelop suchanapp for
the tracing and porting of ICDS fa-
cilities to anganwadi beneficiar-
ies during their seasonal migra-
tion," said Kundan. She said the
initiative was kicked off when
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
visited Palghar in February 2021,
where he noticed food security is-
suesamong migrant workers, es-
pecially women and children.

For the pilot project’s imple-
mentation, Maharashtra's dis-
tricts tied up with Gujarat's Surat
and Telangana's four districts in-
cluding Adilabad, Nirmal,
Mancherial and Asifabad. The
WCD officials visited these dis-
tricts and provided training to
their officialsin this regard. “To fa-
cilitate the project, we have
shared the MTS app with both the
states. Also, we have redesigned
the app in Gujarati for Gujarat,
and in English for Telangana offi-
cials,” said Tiksha, a Maharashtra
WCD official.

The app is the brainchild of
Chandrapur district CEO Mittali
Sethi, with the WCD department
later adding more features to cus-
tomise it as per the needs of an-
ganwadi workers.

Explaining the project's im-
plementation, Tiksha said the an-
ganwadi workers have to first reg-
ister the migrating beneficiaries
from theirareas on the MTS web-
site app on their laptops or mo-
bile phones by using the workers’
identity cards like Aadhar, PAN
card, or ration cards etc. “Other
than names, the anganwadi
workers have to mention the age,
weight, height of the migrant chil-
dren, who will be placed in nutri-
tional categories like severe, mod-
erate or acute. Depending on this
data, the nutrition benefits will be
allocated to the children in their
new locations.”

On the MTS app, the angan-
wadi workers would also collect
details about various informal
sectors — such as brick kilns, agri-
culture labour, stone crushing,
construction work, sugarcane
cutting or sugar factory — where
the migrant workers are headed
along with their children. For in-
stance, the app showed that from
Palghar as on February 15, a total
of 5,010 children between the age
of 0 and 6 years migrated with
their parents to brick kilns located
within or outside Maharashtra.
“Such data from the unorganised
sector was never available with
the state before. With this kind of
data, the state can also improve
the migrant workers' informal ed-
ucational programmes and
health schemes, and ensure bet-
ter implementation of MGN-
REGA,” said Dr Raju Jotkat, a sen-
ior WCD consultant.

“The anganwadi workersalso
have to fill up the contact num-
bers of the employers in order to
facilitate the tracing of the mi-
grants when they shift,” said
Tiksha. With the completion of
the registration on the app, indi-
vidual unique identity numbers
for migrant workers as well as
their kids are generated to ensure
the portability of the ICDS benefits
from their original anganwadi
centres to the ones in their new
places.

Once abeneficiary migrates to
a new district, CDPO (Child

Development Project Officer)and
beat supervisors of that belt can
log into the app’s dashboard and
trace her through their field func-
tionaries and resume the ICDS
services for her family. However,
there have been many cases
where the migrants could not be
traced. From Palghar alone as of
February 15, a total of 6,462 reg-
istered beneficiaries migrated, of
which 1,711 could not be found
while the tracing of 2,553 others
were continuing. A total of 2,174
remaining beneficiaries got their
ICDS benefits ported, even as 21
people have returned to their na-
tive places.

Dr Jotkat concedes the pro-
ject’s initial limitations and re-
stricted scope, noting that due to
the staff shortage the MTS does
not have the mechanism to trace
migrant workers in big cities like
Mumbai that witness highest mi-
gration. “We have plans to tie up
with the corporations to assist us
in tracing the migrants in cities,”
he said. Till January a total of
36,761 beneficiaries were regis-
tered on the MTS app, who were
marked as “potential migrants” in
the anganwadi workers’ survey,
of which 23,487 actually mi-
grated. The WCD department has
charted a “Migration Corridor”,
which shows the diagram of “out-
migration” from Maharashtra’s
six districts covered by the pilot
project.

Rollback

chief C R Paatil, who even ex-
pressed confidence that it would
be "withdrawn" in the next
Assembly session. "I think that the
(proposed) law might have been
framed by some bureaucrat who
does not understand the situation
in villages," he told The Indian
Express.

However, top government of-
ficials said the Bill was moved only
after "consultations at multiple
levels -- at the ministerial level, at
thelevel of the Chief Minister,and
at the Cabinet level". A senior of-
ficial said the government had
formed a committee headed by
the Chief Executive Officer of the
Gujarat Urban Development
Mission to hold consultations
with municipal corporations in
the state and study the subject in
detail before drafting the Bill.

The official expressed surprise
at the government yielding to
protests by maldharis, particularly
given the detailed consultation
process over the Bill. "Cattle in
cities are hardly 10-15% of the to-
tal cattle population of the state.
The rest are in villages, and there
is no such issue of cattle menace
there. Incities, the lawis very clear,
you can keep cattle if you have
space at home. But right now
most maldharis leave their cattle
on roads or in public places,” the
official said, explaining the need
foralegislation to ensure cattle in
cities were managed better.

Before that, on March 29, the
Bhupendra Patel government re-
versed adecision to ensure power
supply for the agriculture sector
for eight hours daily, from six
hours. In turn, it imposed a
mandatory weekly holiday for the
industry sector.

The decision was taken after
farmers held widespread protests
over erratic power supply in the
first week of March. While the
state government supplies power
at less than 60 paise per unit to
farmers, the industry is charged
approximately Rs 8 per unit. As
the protests spread to most parts
of the state, the government on
March 29 announced eight-hour
power supply for farmers.

The next day, citinga 500 MW
shortage in supply, the govern-
ment announced a mandatory
weekly off for industries, stag-
gered across different districts.
This in turn led to protests by in-
dustries. The Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, saying
the industry was not consulted,
demanded postponement of the
order for a fortnight, to provide
the industry to make alternative
measures.

Director (Technical) H P
Kothari of Gujarat Urja Vij Nigam
Limited (GUVNL), the state dis-
com, told The Indian Express:

New Delhi

"Due to summer, the power de-
mand has shotup suddenly. There
isalsodemand for electricity from
agricultural users because of the
harvesting season."

Gujarat currently has over
37,000 MW of installed electric-
ity production capacity, including
15,400 MW generated through
renewable energy, which officials
said has huge fluctuations. The
peakdemand in Gujarat oscillates
between 18,000-19,000 MW in
summer. Renewable energy sup-
ply has huge variations.anumber
of gas-fired power plants in
Gujarat are non-functional due to
high cost of gas and power plants
operating on coal is functioning at
low plantload factor or PLF due to
shortage of coal. So currently,
Gujaratis buying electricity from
the power exchanges at higher
costs as the peak demand in
Gujarat has shot up to 20,000
MW already this time due toearly
summer. The state has been
struggling with coal shortage and
inadequate electricity generation
since October 2021.

Gujarat Energy Minister Kanu
Desai said they had held meetings
with Union Energy Minister R K
Singh, Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and Coal Minister
Prahlad Joshi, to ensure "adequate
coal supply, availability of rakes
for transport and to ensure that
the those who have entered into
PPAs (power purchase agree-
ment) with us continue to de-
liver". Desai said the decisions on
power supply are taken by the
Energy Department under him.
"It is for our department to man-
age the power demand and we
cannot approach the Chief
Minister every time there is a cri-
sis," he told The Indian Express.

The third decisionrolled back
by the government was regard-
ing the Pari-Tapi-Narmada (PTN)
linking project. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had said in
her Budget speech on February 1
that detailed project reports
(DPRs) for five river-linking proj-
ects, including PTN, were ready,
indicatinga push from the Centre
for execution.

On March 28, following a se-
ries of protests by tribals, largely
led by Congress MLA from Vansda
Anant Patel,a delegation led inci-
dentally by Gujarat BJP president
Paatil met Sitharaman and Union
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Shekhawat to seek suspension of
the PTN project.

Paatil at the time told The
Indian Express that the project
"did not have the consent of the
Maharashtraand Gujarat govern-
ments" and was therefore being
suspended. However, records in
the Ministry of Jal Shakti show
that the DPR for it was readied in
2015 and was modified in contin-
uous consultation with Gujarat
officials and the Chief Minister.

A report by the National
Water Development Agency un-
der the ministry says: "Chief
Engineers-level Meeting was held
at Gandhinagar on 9th February,
2017, for firming up of modifica-
tionsand torevise the DPR of Par-
Tapi-Narmada Link Project.” It
also records a meeting with the
"Chief Minister, Gujarat State, on
31.12.2016", whereitwas decided
to explore the techno-economic
feasibility of providing a pipeline
system instead of open canal for
main canal of the link. Vijay
Rupani was the CM at the time.

AnExecutive Summary onthe
ministry's website on the project
also cites a letter, dated January
18, 2017, by the Secretary,
Government of Gujarat, to the
National Water Development
Agency to explore the possibility
suggested by the CM while revis-
ing the DPR.

BJPMLA from Dang Vijay Patel
who had demanded thatthe PTN
project be scrapped told this pa-
per, "It is an old project that was
conceived during Congress rule.
We had objected to the projectin
2010 as well. It is clear that the
projectwill beimplemented only
if thereis consent of both Gujarat
and Maharashtra states."

State Tribal Development
Minister Naresh Patel said there
was "noquestion of implementa-
tionofthe project”. Beit the BJPor

Congress at the Centre, the "BJP
government (in Gujarat) has
made representations while
keeping tribals together and not
allowed it (the project) to move
forward", said Naresh.

But on March 29, Water
Resources Minister Rushikesh
Patel told the Gujarat Assembly
that "political turn of events" led
to the project being suspended.
"As tribals were not in favour of
implementing the project, we re-
quested the Centre to suspend the
project,” he said.

Paatil says the project was
started during the time of Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh. "They
got a survey done. He (Singh)
signed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), com-
pleted entire process. But whenit
was announced, tribals opposed it
and that itis causing them harm.
And therefore, we made repre-
sentation to the PM and also met
Amitbhai (Shah)..We will get it
(the project) cancelled after (nec-
essary) process.”

The project proposes to sup-
ply water from the water-surplus
regions of Western Ghats to the
scarce regions of Saurashtra-
Kutch by linking the three rivers
of Par(which originates in Nashik,
Maharashtra), Tapi in South
Gujarat and Narmada. An official
from the Water Supply
Department said the link project
has continued to remain on paper
despite the DPR. "No officials or
technical experts were appointed
to execute the project. The proj-
ect remained restricted on paper
till the government decided to
suspend it," the official said.

One other decision taken by
the Centre which was put on hold
following pushback from Gujarat
was the hike in GST from 5 per
cent to 12 per cent on textile
goods. To be implemented from
January 1, it was suspended in
December lastyear following rep-
resentations from the Federation
of Surat Textile Traders'
Association through the South
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
and Industry. The Surat chamber
argued that the textile industryin
Surat, that employs around 15
lakh people from Bihar, Odisha,
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, and
runs around seven lakh power-
looms, would be hit. The daily
business turnover of the Surat
textile trading industry is be-
tween Rs 150-200 crore.

Asked if there was a commu-
nication lag between the state
governmentand party, leading to
arethink on decisions, Paatil said:
"Thereis no such gap. We workin
coordination with each other on
all subjects. There is no issue on
which we had to step back."

PM

Yojana etc are helping in making
medical treatment accessible to
all. Ayushman Bharat Digital
Health Mission will make more
facilities available to patients.
Through Ayushman Bharat
Health Infrastructure Mission,
modernand critical healthcarein-
frastructure is being created at
district and block levels," he said.

Expansion of the medical ed-
ucation infrastructure, he said,
will result in the country getting
arecord number of new doctors
in future. "Besides dozens of Al-
IMS, scores of super-speciality
hospitals are being built in the
country today. The target of hav-
ing a medical college in each dis-
trict of the country or the efforts
to keep the medical education af-
fordable will give the country a
record number of doctors in the
coming days," he said.

The new hospital in Bhuj, with
100 super-specialty beds, has
been set up by the Kutch Leuva
Patel Samaj,an organisation of the
Leuva Patel sub-caste group of the
Patidar community. The PM,
however, cautioned that though
the government is upgrading and
expanding healthcare facilities
across the country, even adding
lakhs of hospital beds may not be
sufficient if people donotadopta
healthy lifestyle and take preven-
tive steps like cleanliness, physi-
cal exercise, practising yoga.

FULLREPORTS ON
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Hindu Sena plants
saffron flags near
JNU, cops remove

them, take action
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Y
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The members of the Hindu Sena put up saffron flags and
banners that read ‘Bhagwa JNU (saffron JNU)". Amit Mehra

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

THREE PEOPLE have been
'bound down' by police hours af-
ter members of the Hindu Sena
put up saffron flags and banners
that read ‘Bhagwa JNU (saffron
JNU) near the Jawaharlal Nehru
University campus. This comes
days after violence broke out at
the varsity between two groups
of students from the ABVP and
Left outfits.

DCP (Southwest) Manoj C
said, “Today (Friday) morning, it
came to our notice that a few
flags and banners were put up
on the road and adjoining areas
of JNU. Acting promptly, these
were seized and a case under
section 3 of Delhi Prevention of
Defacement of Property Act
2007 was registered. During in-
vestigation, factual/scientific ev-
idence was collected, and three
persons involved in the offence
were bound down as per legal
procedure. The vehicle used in
commission of the offence has
been seized. Further investiga-
tionison.”

OnSunday, violence had bro-
ken out on campus between Left
activists and ABVP members. The
former alleged there had beenan
attempt to stop non-vegetarian
food from being cooked and
served in the Kaveri hostel mess
while the latter claimed there
was a bid to disrupt a Ram
Navami puja in the same hostel.
The administration had on
Monday said the “scuffle” had be-
gun with some students object-
ingto the holding of ‘havan’inside
the hostel. Left outfits have said
that this was untrue.

As the posters and banners

Sena national president Vishnu
Gupta said, “Inside the JNU cam-
pus, saffron and Hindutva are
constantly being insulted. This is
unfortunate and wrong. We saw
this on Ram Navami too. Why do
these people hate saffron? Saffron
is...a symbol of our culture in the
entire country, not just in JNU.
Hindutvais our culture. The peo-
ple of the country should not have
any objection to saffron because
the Supreme Court has also said
that Hindu is our culture and it is
our duty to safeguard it. Those
whoare troubled by this are anti-
nationals. If someone hasa prob-
lem with India’s culture, then he
can leave the country.”

Reacting to the action by po-
lice, Gupta said, “I have been in-
formed that three members of
our outfit, including the vice-
president, were apprehended by
police. Police have acted in haste
here. This is wrong. No property
hasbeen defaced or damaged by
putting up saffron flags. There
was no law and order situation.
People routinely put saffron flags
in front of their houses, shops. It
is a symbol of our culture and
Akhand Bharat.”

He added that by removing
the flags, police have disre-
spected the Constitution: “Even
police should not be in such a
hurry to take down saffron flags.
Saffron is not a symbol of terror
that the police are showing
haste. It is the right of the law to
protect saffron and Hindutva.”

In a video clip, the outfit’s
vice-president Surjit Yadav said:
“Hindu Sena will not tolerate in-
sults to saffron and can take any
drastic step to oppose this... In
JNU, saffron has been insulted by
opponents... on a regular basis.
Hindu Sena is warning them to
mend their ways.”

At Delhi BJP office, eight who
‘attacked’ CM home garlanded

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

EIGHT MEN who were arrested
and later released on bail in con-
nection with the attack on Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s resi-
dence were on Friday felicitated
at the Delhi BJP office by party’s
state unit chief Adesh Gupta.

Gupta garlanded the eight,
who are members of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM), BJP’s youth wing, and
tweeted, “Eight workers of BJP
Yuva Morcha, who were jailed
while protesting against anti-
Hindu Kejriwal, got bail by the
court after 14 days. Welcoming
these young revolutionaries in
the state office today. Each of our
workers will always fight against
the anti-Hindu forces.”

AAP MLA Atishi lashed out at
the BJP, saying they had sent a
message to its workers across
the country that they will be fe-
licitated if they indulge in “hooli-
ganism and vandalism”.

“Just like BJP makes a list of
hooligans in their party, AAP
makes a list of learned people.
Our leaders like Kejriwal ji are

The eight men were felicitated by the party's state unit chief Adesh Gupta on Friday (left);
AAP MLA Atishi said the BJP had sent a message to its workers across the country that they
will be felicitated if they indulge in ‘hooliganism and vandalism’. Express

from IIT, Sisodia ji a senior jour-
nalist,Raghav Chaddaa CA...our
Punjab MLAs have 12 doctors,
seven lawyers. The BJP on the
other hand has a list of hooli-
gans,” she said.

She said the country no
longer wants the “Bharatiya
Gunda Party” but rather a party
full of learned people.

BJP spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor hit back, saying
Atishi is from a party which
made someone who hurled
shoes at the Home Minister an

MLA. He was referring to Jarnail
Singh once hurling a shoe at
Congress leader P
Chidambaram. "These people
were protesting against the CM
insulting Kashmir Pandits, but
Kejriwal put pressure to get
them arrested," he claimed.

On March 30, several mem-
bers of the BJYM, led by its pres-
ident Tejasvi Surya, broke
through police barricades and
slammed the main gate of
Kejriwal’s residence. Many of
them were captured on CCTV

breaking the boom barrier, and
kicking and banging the main
gate before throwing red paint
onit. The protest was inresponse
to Kejriwal’'s comments on The
Kashmir Files movie, which is
based on the exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits in the early 1990s.

The Delhi High Court, earlier
this week, granted bail to eight
accused who had been picked
up in police raids on March 31.
The accused had approached the
HC after their bail pleas were dis-
missed by a trial court.

Police action against
ex-Mayor, Delhi BJYM
head in CM home attack

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

DAYS AFTER eight members of
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM)were arrested for
allegedly barging through police
barricades and banging on the
main gate of Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s residence, the
Delhi Police have ‘bound down’
two more persons, including the
former North Delhi Mayor.

An officer from the Delhi
Police headquarters said North
district police bound down Jai
Prakash, former Mayor of North
Delhi, who represents Sadar
Bazar ward, and Delhi BJYM
president Vasu Rukhar a few
days ago under Section 41A of
the CrPC. “They were called to
Civil Lines from where they were
released after documentation,”
a senior police officer said.

As per CrPCSection41A,a po-
lice officer may not arrest a per-
sonaccused of an offence punish-
able up to seven years till he
continues to join the probe.
However; he canarrest the person
if he fails to appear for investiga-
tion or for reasons to be recorded
thatin the opinion of the police of-

ficer he ought to be arrested.

When contacted, councillor
Prakash told The Indian Express
that he was performing his du-
ties as per the directions of his
party (BJP). “It was a peaceful
protest of BJYM and [ was just
controlling the crowd. But police
summoned me... .. went to Civil
Lines police station from where
Iwas released,” he said.

Police have collected raw
footage from the spot and iden-
tified 15 more persons, an officer
said. “Police, during investigation,
found video footage which
shows Lok Sabha MP Tejasvi
Surya, along with BJYM workers,
protesting outside the CM’s resi-
dence. He was seen with protest-
erswho laterindulged in vandal-
ism. Police are taking legal
opinion and collecting more ev-
idence,” the officer said.

Earlier, DCP (North) Sagar
Singh Kalsi had identified the
eight arrested men as
Chandrakant (27), Pradeep
Tiwari (27), Raju Singh (28),
Jitender Bisht (40), Naveen
Kumar (38), Bablu Kumar (35),
Neeraj Dixit (25)and Sunny (21).
They were identified based on
CCTV footage and technical evi-
dence recovered from the spot.
They have been released on bail.
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KIRORI MAL COLLEGE
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North Campus, Delhi — 110007
Phone No. 011-71219044 website: www.kmc.du.ac.in

Dated: 16.04.2022

Online Applications are invited in the prescribed Application form at
web-link https://colrec.du.ac.in/ from eligible candidates for

the College website.

appointment to the post of Assistant Professors, in the Academic Pay
Level 10 of the 7" CPC Matrix,
of application is 06.05.2022 or 21 days from the date of publication of
the advertisement in the Employment News. For details, please visit

in the College. The last date for receipt

Any Addendum/ Corrigendum shall be posted only on the College

Website i.e. www.kmc.du.ac.in
S. Total Vacant Positions
No.| Department | vacancies 'scTsT[0BC|UR| PwBD |EWS
1 |Bengali 2 0|0 0 2 0
2 |Botany 7 0|0 2 4 1
3 | Chemistry 14 111 4 7 - 1
4 | Commerce 9 210 2 3 |01VI(LV)| 1
5 | Computer 1 0|0 0 1 0
Science
6 |Economics 5 1 1 2 - 01HH 0
7 |English 3 1710 1 1 - 0
8 |Geography 4 0|0 2 1 01LD 0
9 |[Hindi 7 210 2 2 1
10 | History 4 111 1 0 1
11 | Mathematics 11 0|1 3 5 2
12 | Philosophy 1 0|0 0 1 0
13 | Physics 17 313 6 5 0
14 | Political 7 1710 2 2 2
Science
15 | Sanskrit 4 0|1 1 2 0
16 | Statistics 5 1710 1 3 0
17 | Urdu 2 1710 1 0 0
18 | Zoology 7 211 2 2 0

dwarfism, acid attack victims

*PwBD candidate of any category i.e. UR/SC/ST/OBC may apply.

Note: UR-Unreserved, SC-Schedule Caste, ST-Schedule Tribe,
OBC- Other Backward Classes, PwBD- Persons With Benchmark
Disability Categories, VI(LV)-Visually Impairment including blindness
and low vision, LD-Locomotor disability including leprosy cured,

and muscular dystrophy, HH-Hearing

Handicapped, EWS-Economically Weaker Section.

(Prof. Vibha Singh Chauhan)
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66 The strength of crores of workers
and labour-force of the country is
becoming the backbone of New
India. The bright future of the nation
is linked to their social security. L)

- Narendra Modi

L SECURITY - INCLUSIVE
A GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO WELFARE OF
UNORGANIZED WORKFORCE
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29 Labour Laws simplified and replaced with 4 Labour Codes;
Social Security Fund for 38 crore unorganised workers

27 crore unorganised Workersjoin the netional eatabase
e-SHRAM; get a new identity

“One Nation One Ration Card” ensures food security for
migrant workers; now ration can be collected from any of

the 5 lakh Fair Price Shops across the country

Pradhan Mantri SVANidhi Yojana provides eaS\} micfrle‘-:cr‘ed’ivt
to street vendors; Rs. 3.2 thousand crore disbursed to

30 lakh street vendors till now

Workers’ skill enhanced under Pradhan Mantri Iieushal Vikas

Yojana; prior learning also given recognition

Honour of Pension through Pradhan Mantri snr;,m' vEg} - -
Maandhan scheme; monthly assured pension of Rs. 3000;

so far 46.5 lakh unorganised workers join

New Delhi

Relief reaches the workers during COVID ‘pandeni’i’c; 4732;1“ ”
Shramik Special Trains, 5 K¢ free ration made life easy
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VACCINATIONSIN DELHITOTAL Total Vacant NOIDA
LAST 24 HOURS CASES HOSPITALBEDS 9,745 |9,686 Aprid | Apris
1,022 18,67,572 |icuseps 2197 2182 |cases 44 |43
B P - i 1 Death:
' PATIENTSINHOSPITAL: 51 | Cooes | Reemeries | Dot o cathsi0 10
CORONAVIRUS OXYGEN SUPPORT 02 : GURGAON
pril15| 366 209 0 9275 Cases |47 |150
IN THE CAPITAL  VENTILATORSUPPORT 1 Total 171,072° 171840342 | 26158 | 3,750,826
*“Total active cases in Delhi Deaths |0 0

NON-ENROLMENT, DROPOUTS REMAIN A CONCERN

Online schooling hit urban poor the
hardest, 1in 5 homes say kids missed a yr

The perception of schools in the capital, particularly those run by the government, has
improved, a study by Lokniti- CSDS of over 1,000 people in 55 slums shows

VIBHAATTRI &
AAMIRRAZA

WHEN AAP won a landslide vic-
tory in the 2015 assembly elec-
tions, one of its key promises
was to transform government
schools. Since then, the party has
not disappointed on this front,
regularly coming up with various
schemes toimprove the quality of
education. Since coming to power,
the AAP government has allo-
cated amajor part of its budget to
the education sector — allocation
for 2022- 23 is Rs 16,278 crore
(23%),the highest ever. In part 3 of
this series, Lokniti-CSDS’s study
onthe urban poor tries to tap into
how slum residents assess the
conditions of schools that their
children go to.

Status of school going
children in slums

Big cities have always been
hotspots for rural migrants in
search of better livelihood op-
portunities, and a huge propor-
tion live in slums. For children
living here, a host of issues affect
their education. The study shows
that 8% of school going children
in slums are not enrolled in any
school (Table 1). Eight in ten are
enrolled ina government school
and 7% in private and about 3%
of the families reported that
some of their children are en-
rolled in a government school
and some in private. Close to two
inten(19%) households reported
that the children in their house
were studying in private schools
under the economically weaker
section (EWS) quota.

Assessment of
condition of schools
Overall thereisa positive per-
ception about the conditions of
both private and government
schools in the capital (Table 2).
However, households having
children enrolled in government
schools were more likely to say
that the conditions of the schools
in the last 2-3 years have im-
proved. Nearly eight of every ten
reported an improvement in the
condition of government schools

—— BRIEFLY —

Fakecall
centre busted,
22 arrested
for job fraud

Gurgaon: Police on Friday
said they busted a fake
call centre and arrested
22 people, who were al-
legedly involved in dup-
ing people on the pretext
of offering them job op-
portunities in multina-
tional companies. Police
said araid was conducted
on Thursday after a tip-off
on the call centre being
run from a plot in Udyog
Vihar. Police recovered 27
mobile phones, 21 CPUs,
a laptop, Rs 38,000 cash
and some fake appoint-
ment letters from
the possession of the ac-
cused. Subhash Boken,
spokesperson, Gurgaon
police, said the accused
obtained information of
potential job seekers from
online portals and estab-
lished contact with them
over email.

UGC Twitter
handle hacked,
police file FIR

New Delhi: Days after the
official Twitter handle of
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) was
hacked and 24,000 spam
messages tweeted, the
Delhi Police has regis-
tered an FIR and are try-
ing to trace those respon-
sible. The Special Cell has
lodged an FIR under IT
Sections 66 and 66-C af-
ter they received a com-
plaint from one Abhishek
Kumar Anand, an IT con-
sultant with the Swayam
Project of UGC.ENS
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The study also found that the children enrolled in government schools are likely to get more
facilities than those admitted in private schools. Archive
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SLUM CHILDREN AND EDUCATION

phone/computer

Not enrolled in any school
Works along with studies

Do You HAVE ANY CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS WHO ...

Completely stopped their studies in the last two years for not having mobile

Left schooling midway for some reason \ l

Left his/her studies to earn money
Note: Rest are those who said no or did not respond

YES
19%

10%
8%
3%
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in Delhi, while six of every ten
households with childrenina pri-
vate school thought the condition

of schools to have improved in the
last two-three years.
The study also found that the

children enrolled in government
schools are likely to get more facil-
ities than those admitted in pri-

Campaign to track kids not in
school, help them get admission

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

GUEST TEACHERS of Delhi gov-
ernment schools and the All
India Parents' Association have
got together to start a campaign
to identify those not enrolled in
school and help them with ad-
missions.

The All India Guest Teachers’
Association has identified 675
venues in which to conduct this
campaign based on inputs from
teachers on where there is likely
to be a sizable number of chil-
dren, mostly slum areas.

Their campaign started on
April 14, a school holiday be-
cause of Ambedkar Jayanti, and
teachers said that they will con-
tinue with a door-to-door iden-
tification exercise on holidays.

"I had gone to the Shashi
Garden slum area on Thursday.
While we had not covered all of

The campaign has been
started by guest teachers
and parents. Archive

it, we identified 60 children in
one day, mostly younger chil-
dren who had not been enrolled
atall. Most of them have had is-
sues with producing the neces-
sary documents. We will be
working with the AIPA to find so-
lutions to help them get en-
rolled," said Shoaib Rana, a guest

teacher.

"We are going to galis and
asking parents if they have chil-
dren not in school and if so, find
out the problem and try to find
asolution for it. We have started
inaround 40 camps, but we will
be conducting this exercise in all
the identified venues," said Sunil
Shastri, another teacher.

Ashok Agarwal, National
President AIPA, said they are col-
laborating to bring together the
interests of both children and the
issues of guest teachers. There
are 22,000 guest teachers in
Delhi.

"We have asked them to help
bring in children aged 3-18 out
of school... increased enrolment
will also mean that the demand
for teachers will give them a
higher chance of job security.
Teachers are the backbone of the
education system, if they come
to the forefront, they can do
wonders," he said.

Promising cheap flight tickets, duo
take DU professor, others for aride

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL15

POLICE HAVE arrested two men
for allegedly running a fake on-
line flight ticket booking racket
and cheating several people, in-
cluding a Delhi University pro-
fessor who had booked a flight
to Canada to attend an official
programme,

Police said one of the ac-
cused, Pravin Tiwari (34), was
picked up during his engage-
ment in Bahraich and the other
accused, Rohit Kumar, was ar-
rested from UP.

According to police, the DU
professor approached the Cyber
North police station on March 29

alleging that he was cheated by
the duo who posed as travel
agents on a digital platform.

The professor told police that
one of his students put an online
enquiry for the ticket on the
website. “The woman (student)
received several calls on her
number from the accused pos-
ingas travel agents. They offered
heragood deal and sent her tick-
ets on WhatsApp. The accused
managed to cheat the professor
of Rs 1.49 lakh. The complainant
later checked with the airline
and found his tickets were fake,”
said an officer.

DCP (North)Sagar Singh Kalsi
said his team registered a case
and found that the accused are
involved in other such cases. “We

sent teams to 3-4 states and con-
ducted several raids. We spotted
them in CCTV footage and sent
teams to Punjab’s Zirakpur but
the accused managed to flee. We
then received information on
Friday that Tiwari was getting en-
gaged at hishometown and sent
ateam there,” said the DCP.

The two were arrested and
brought to Delhi. During ques-
tioning, the men told police that
they met in Pune in 2016 where
they both worked as travel
agents. Police said the duo con-
tacted users who made travel
enquiries. They would offer good
prices and book tickets online.
Later, they would cancel the tick-
ets and block the contact num-
bers of the victims, said police.

vate schools. Nearly 65% house-
holds having a child in a Delhi
government school reported that
he or she was getting lunch and
basic educational facilities like
uniform, books and stationery.
There can be low reporting of
mid-day meal since when
schools closed due to Covid, the
scheme came to a halt. However,
it has resumed since April 1.

Non-enrolment and
dropouts

Though the majority of the
households stated that their
children are enrolled in a school,
many children in the slums
have to drop out and are de-
prived of education due to mul-
tiple factors. Three per cent of
households reported that their
children are both studying and
working (Table 3). Another 3%
reported that children had to
drop out of school to support
their family financially, and one
inten reported that the children
left studies due to other reasons.
School closure from March
2020 made online education a
necessity, resulting in many stu-
dents missing out a year from
school due to lack of smart-
phones and laptops. Close to
two in ten households having
children under the age of 18
years reported that children had
to completely stop their studies
in the last one to two years be-
cause of not having access to a
mobile or a laptop.

While the AAP government
has brought visible improve-
ment in many spheres of educa-
tion, focused steps are required
to tackle the problems of non-
enrolment and dropout among
school going children in slums.

The authors are researchers at
Lokniti-CSDS, Delhi. For the study,
1,080 people spread across 55
slums covering all 11 districts of
Delhi were interviewed using a
structured questionnaire by
means of face-to-face interview
method. The interviews were con-
ducted by trained field investiga-
tors for three months (November
2021 to January 2022).

High ammonia
in Yamuna
briefly hits
water supply

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

HIGH LEVELS of ammonia in the
Yamuna disrupted water produc-
tion and supply to parts of Delhi
Thursday, before it was restored
Friday. The level of ammonia was
around 5.8 parts per million
(ppm), as per the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB). Consequently, water pro-
duction was reduced at Chand-
rawal, Okhla and Wazirabad wa-
ter treatment plants (WTPs) that
draw water from the river.

A communication from the
DJB had said supply would be dis-
rupted inareas including parts of
South Delhi, Civil Lines, Kamla
Nagar and adjoining areas,
Sangam Vihar, areas under the
New Delhi Municipal Council,
and Patel Nagar, on Thursday
evening and Friday morning.
Water production was restored to
normal levels by Friday afternoon.

The DJB’s WTPs can treatam-
monia up to a level of 1 ppm.
Chlorine is used to remove small
amounts of ammonia from raw
water, but the compounds
formed by the addition of excess
chlorine can be harmful. The BIS
standard for ammonia in drink-
ing wateris 0.5 ppm. The release
of industrial effluents and or-
ganic waste into the river can
cause arise in ammonia levels.

ADJB official said the release
of water from Wazirabad can
help dilute ammonia levels and
reduce it to the concentration
that can be treated by the plants.

Technology at Chandrawal
and Wazirabad WTPs is being
upgraded to treat higher levels of
ammonia, as per another DJB of-
ficial. At the Chandrawal WTP,
ozonation, which involves treat-
ment of ammonia using ozone,
will be used, and the systemis be-
ing installed, he said.

300+ COVID CASES FOR SECOND DAY IN AROW

Hospitalisations low,
no need to panic: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS are not
increasing so there is no need to
panic, said Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday, adding that
the capital has increased its re-
sources to be able to handle an
increase in Covid cases.

His statement comes after
Delhi has been seeing an in-
crease inits Covid positivity rate.
The city recorded 366 fresh cases
—over 300 for the second day in
arow — and a positivity rate of
3.95%from 9,275 tests on Friday.

“We are keeping a close eye
onrising cases of Covid. Hospital
admissions are not increasing, so
thereis no need to panic. Nothing
toworry about as of now,” he said.

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain also said all hospitals have
been asked to be alert amidstin-
creasing cases: “The Delhi gov-
ernment is closely monitoring
the situation and does not want
to take any risk. We have com-
pletely overhauled our health in-
frastructure. Along with this, all

Monitoring rise in cases,
says Kejriwal. ANI

hospitals have been advised to
remain alert amidst increasing
cases of Covid in Delhi. To prevent
the spread of the virus, the gov-
ernment is carrying out contact
tracing of Covid patients. At the
same time, RT-PCR testing will
also be increased, if needed. To
prevent the spread of Covid, the
government is working on the
principle of test, trace and treat.”

The DDMA will meet on April
20todiscuss therise in cases and

Districts ramp up
testing, tracing again

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

WITH DAILY Covid cases cross-
ing the 300-mark for the second
day in a row in the capital, dis-
trict authorities have ramped up
testing, contact tracing and vac-
cination campaigns.

According to senior officials,
random Covid testing will restart
at Metro stations and places that
see high footfall like markets, bus
stops and railways stations after
the DDMA meeting on April 20.
A senior official from the
Southeast district said they are
expecting fresh guidelines will
be issued, which will reimpose
fines for not wearing masks and
enforcement drives.

“Presently, we are following
ICMR guidelines. We have
alerted the district surveillance
officerand SDMs to closely mon-
itor positive cases in the district
and start contact tracing. Once
contacts are traced, they will be
immediately kept under home
isolation,” said the official.

The official added: “Cases in-
creased after the fine for not
wearing masks was revoked
(from April 1).. Amidst the risein
cases, we expect fines tobe back.”

The Northwest district has
also ramped up testing in gov-
ernment dispensaries and de-
ployed mobile vans to boost
community testing. “Tests never
stopped, only the numbers de-
clined owing to fewer cases. We
have also instructed health
teams to boost random testing
atcrowded places,” said a senior
official from the district.

The official said home isola-
tion and micro-containment of
positive cases are already in place.
The modus operandi of the health
teamsis to analyse the number of
cases and come up witha plan for
areas that see a spike. Later, they
deploy mobile vans for tests and
make announcementsinsuchar-
eas regarding testing, he said.

“During the peak, we had de-
ployed mobile vans and enforce-

GURGAON TO PUSH
VACCINATION

Gurgaon: Amid a recent
surge in Covid cases in
Gurgaon, the additional
chief secretary (ACS) health,
Haryana, held a review
meeting with district health
department and district ad-
ministration officials Friday.
The ACS directed officials to
ramp up testing to over
3,000-3,500 a day and in-
crease vaccination by setting
up campsinschools for kids
above 12 years. Gurgaon
Friday reported 150 cases,
taking the active caseload to
589. 2,588 tests were con-
ducted in the past 24 hours,
as per data from the district
health bulletin. ENS

ment teams for testing and con-
tact tracing in 8-10 locations. It
was reduced to 4-5 when cases
came down. Now, we have de-
cided to increase them to 10-12
next week. Vaccines and booster
dose campaigns arein full swing.
From next week, we will imple-
ment strict enforcement of meas-
ures that were in place during the
omicron wave,” added the official.

An official from Shahdara
district also said they have in-
creased testing centres and
started micro-containing houses
with more than one case.

Traders, meanwhile, raised
apprehensions on the spike.
Ashok Randhawa, president,
Sarojini Nagar Mini Market
Association, said: “Ever since the
government lifted fines, 80%
shoppers don’t wear masks.
Random checking and testing
should restart because our busi-
ness is just getting back on track
and markets and traders are the
first to suffer when cases go up.”

As per the daily health bul-
letin, the city has 683 contain-
ment zones while 685 people
are under home isolation.

Hit by stray bull, 55-yr-old
woman dies in Noida

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, APRIL 15

A55-YEAR-OLD woman died af-
ter being attacked by a stray bull
outside her residence in Noida’s
Phase 1. Police said the incident
took place Friday morning when
the woman, Mamta Sharma,
stepped out to buy food for her
children.

She was walking towards a
shop when a stray bull charged
at her and attacked her with its
horns. She fell to the ground,
and even as locals rushed to
help her, the bull attacked her
again and Sharma collapsed.
She was then taken to a nearby
hospital, where she succumbed
to her injuries.

New Delhi

Sharma is survived by her
husband Rajeshwar and their
three minor children. Rajeshwar,
who works as a tailor, told the
police that his wife had left the
children at home, and gone out
to buy food and groceries. The
family lives in Harola, and was
informed by the police about the
accident.

A senior police officer from
Phase 1 said, “ We received infor-
mation around 9 am about the
incident. A team was sent to visit
the family at the hospital. The
family has not raised any allega-
tions. The body has been sent for
an autopsy to confirm the cause
of the death. We have recorded
statements of locals in the area
and are conducting further in-

vestigation.”

measures to be taken to contain
its spread.

According to a government
statement, it has planned to in-
crease 100 oxygen bedsin every
ward of Delhi in two weeks “if
cases increase” and that “the
Delhi government plans to pre-
pare 65,000 beds, so that no per-
son has to face shortage of beds
in an emergency situation”.

It also stated that if cases in-
crease, it will implement the
home isolation system once again.
“Atpresent, the Delhi government
has a capacity of 1,363.73 MT of
oxygen, including Liquid Medical
Oxygen Storage, Liquid Medical
Oxygen Buffer, and PSA plant. At
the same time, the medical insti-
tution has the capacity of oxygen
cylinders of up to 217 metric
tonnes. Apart from this, 6,000 D
type cylinders have been kept in
reserve foremergency use. Earlier,
oxygen refilling capacity in Delhi
was limited to 1,500 cylinders a
day, but now the two cryogenic
plants with a capacity of 12.5 MT
will be able to fill an additional
1,400jumbo cylinders every day,”
said the statement.

Govt to set
up panel to
revise auto,
taxi fares

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

DAYS AFTER autorickshaw and
taxi unions in the capital threat-
ened to go on anindefinite strike
demanding subsidy on CNG
prices, Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot Friday said the
government is considering set-
ting up a committee to revise
auto and taxi fares in Delhi.

“Due to rising fuel prices,
auto/taxi unions have been de-
manding revision of fares. The
Arvind Kejriwal-led government
understands their concerns. A
committee shall soon be consti-
tuted by the transport depart-
ment, and it shall furnish its rec-
ommendations in a time-bound
manner,” Gahlot tweeted.

Following the hike in CNG
prices, taxiand cab unions staged
protests on April 8 demanding
slashing of prices, and the Delhi
autorickshaw union protested on
April 11 demanding a subsidy of
Rs 35 per kg on CNG. For the sec-
ond time this week, auto and cab
unions like Delhi Auto Sangh,
Delhi Gramin Union, Delhi Taxi
Tourist Transporters Association,
Sarvodaya Driver Association of
Delhi, Expert Driver Solution
Associationand Sarvodaya Driver
Welfare Association have givenan
ultimatum to the central and state
governments torevise prices, fail-
ingwhich they said they would go
on an indefinite strike.

Despite Gahlot’s assurance,
the auto union refused to back
down. “We do not want the fare
to be revised or hiked since this
will leave us with fewer cus-
tomers. With an increase in auto
fares, green tax, among other
taxes will increase. We drivers
have already faced huge losses
amid the pandemic. Our demand
remains the same — subsidy of Rs
35 per kg of CNG,” said Rajendra
Soni, president, Delhi Auto Sangh.

He added, “We will continue
our protest; there will be a
chakka jam from Monday for
two days. We also have other de-
mands like scrapping compul-
sory online classes that every
driver has to take during the fit-
ness renewal process, starting of-
fline services at Burari along with
online faceless services, reducing
penalty for late fitness (test).”

Theautodrivers’ unionalsois-
sued anotice: “Please don’t bring
your vehicle outside on April 18
and 19 during the strike as some
anti-social elements could dam-
age them. Please stay at home
and protest against the CNG price
hike and government.”

CNG price was hiked by Rs 2.5
and currently costs Rs 71.61 per
kg. This is the third price hike in
Apriland 11th since March 7. Auto
fares in Delhi were last revised in
2019 and officially notified in
2020. Currently, auto fare in Delhi
is Rs 25 for the first two km and
thereafter Rs 8 per km for every
additional km.
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NUGGETS FROM PAST

SPEAKING AT an ABVP event on Friday, RSS general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale alluded to his name having been acciden-
tally dropped from the list of past ABVP general secretaries. He
said it was the right thing to do as he had become one acci-
dentally. As the audience began laughing, Hosabale said, “I
thought Sunil ji (former CEC Sunil Arora) has made you laugh
somuchand ifdon’t,you will remember only his speech.” He
then narrated an incident where an ABVP worker was in a
printing press, getting a book associated with Sangh work pub-
lished. A man working on the printing machine offered hima
drink at midnight, saying, “Take it, you will stay in spirit.”
Hosabale said the ABVP worker told the man, “The picture you
see on the cover keeps my spirit high.” The cover had Bhagat
Singh, Subhash Chandra Bose and Vivekananda. “This is how
ABVP has created history,” Hosabale said.

them.

For A CAUSE

UNION MINORITY Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on
Friday donated Rs 1,000 to the BJP at the party’s central office
at Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg. This was the first time
he made a “micro-donation” through the party’s NaMo app.
In an attempt to inspire people to make similar donations
through the app, he said it is the micro-donations that will
“strengthen the party”. Incidentally, the minister donated Rs
1,000 donation not for any scheme in his own ministry, but for
WCD Ministry’s Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme.

THE GUESTS

PAKISTAN'S JUNIOR Davis Cup team is currently in India to
participate in the final qualifying event being held in New
Delhi from April 11 to 16. Pakistan High Commission’s Chargé
d’ Affaires Aftab Hasan Khan hosted the team at the High
Commission on Friday for anIftar dinner and interacted with

Modi, Vietnam leader

hold talks on Ukraine,
South China Sea

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Friday spoke with gen-
eral secretary of the Communist
party of Vietnam Nguyen Phu
Trong and exchanged views on
regional and global issues, in-
cluding the ongoing crisis in
Ukraine and the situation in the
South China Sea.

In their telephonic conversa-
tion, the two leaders expressed
satisfaction over the rapid pace
of wide-ranging cooperation un-
der the India-Vietnam
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership which was estab-
lished during Modi's visit to
Vietnam in 2016, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) said ina
statement.

They complimented each
other on the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two coun-
tries.

“Spoke with  General
Secretary of Communist Party of
Vietnam H. E. Nguyen Phu Trong
today. We exchanged views ona
range of bilateral, regional and
global issues and agreed to pro-

PM Narendra Modi. File

mote closer cooperation in our
economic, trade and defence en-
gagement,” Modi said ina tweet.

Modi also reiterated
Vietnam's importance as anim-
portant pillar of India's Act East
Policy and Indo-Pacific Vision,
and sought to enhance the scope
of the bilateral relationship, be-
sides working for expeditious
progress on existing initiatives.

The prime minister also re-
quested for greater facilitation of
market access for India's pharma
and agri-products in Vietnam,
the PMO statement said.

Modi highlighted the histor-
ical and civilisation links be-
tween the two countries and ex-
pressed his happiness onIndia's
involvement in restoration of
Cham monuments in Vietnam.
The leaders agreed to enhance
defence partnership between
the two countries, the PMO said.

KARNATAKA CONTRACTOR’S DEATH

Eshwarappa quits, says truth will come out

=

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, APRIL 15

KARNATAKA RURAL Develop-
ment and Panchayat Raj Minister
K S Eshwarappa submitted his
resignation from the Cabinet to
Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai
on Friday, days after an FIR was
registered against him over the
death of acivil contractorwho had
leveled allegations of corruption
against him.

A day after he announced in
his home district Shivamogga his
decision to quit the Cabinet, the
senior BJP leader drove to
Bengaluru - accompanied a caval-
cade of supporters — Friday night
to deliver his resignation to the
Chief Minister.

Addressing supporters before
leaving for Bengaluru, he claimed
he was ready to resign as soon as
he was linked to the death of the
civil contractor Santhosh Patil, 40,
on April 12 but had been dis-
suaded by Chief Minister Bommai
and other party leaders.

On his way to Bengaluru, dur-
ing a stopover at Lingayat
Siddaganga Mutt in Tumkur,
Eshwarappa expressed confi-
dence that truth regarding the
corruption allegations made by
the civil contractor prior to his

Ry

ey,

K S Eshwarappa in Bengaluru on Friday. P11

death “will come out today or to-
morrow” after the police investi-
gation. “The question that now
arises is that Santhosh Patil said
he hasdone workworth Rs4 crore
and that Eshwarappa's people
soughtacommission. Areply has
been given regarding this by the
state government itself to the
Centre thatnosuchworkhasbeen
done. It has been said that there
was no technical approval or ad-
ministrative approval for the work
and there has been no supervision
by the department,” he said.
“We need to find out who is
behind this conspiracy? Are indi-
viduals involved? Is there a polit-
ical party or organisation in-
volved? The truth will come out
today or tomorrow,” he said.
Civil contractor Santhosh Patil

READY FOR LAUNCH

The sixth and final Scorpene submarine of Project-75 named ‘Vagsheer’ at the Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL), in Mumbai on Friday. The MDL will launch ‘Vagsheer’ on

April 20, officials said. P11

was found dead in a lodge in
Udupion April 12.Heis suspected
to have consumed poison,and the
police are investigatingitasasus-
pected case of suicide. Prior to his
death, he had accused
Eshwarappa and two associates
of notreleasing payments for road
work worth Rs 4 crore, which he
carried out at Hindalga village in
Belagavi,and demanding a40 per
centcommission.

Earlier on Friday, Chief
Minister Bommairuled out the ar-
rest of Eshwarappa as demanded
by the opposition Congress. “In
my view, when I see the develop-
ments, the way the work has been
done and the payments claimed,
the full investigations will exon-
erate Eshwarappa — as he be-
lieves it would,” Bommai said.

Russia starts delivery of 2nd lot
of S-400 missile components

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

RUSSIA HAS started supplying
some components of the second
regiment of the S-400 Triumf
missile defence system to India,
people familiar with the devel-
opment said on Friday. However,
they added that some of the crit-
ical parts and systems of the reg-
iment are yet to be delivered.

“Russia has started delivering
some components of the second
regiment of the S-400 missile
system. Not all key parts of the
regiment have been supplied
yet,” said a source.

The supplies came amid in-
creasing concerns in New Delhi

Plea in HC against lifetime
Cabinet status to Goa ex-CM

MAYURA JANWALKAR
PANAJI, APRIL15

APUBLICinterest litigation (PIL)
filed in the High Court of
Bombay at Goa has challenged
the decision of the Goa
Government to accord the life-
time Cabinet status to former
chief minister Pratap Singh Rane
inJanuary.

The PIL filed by lawyer Aires
Rodrigues has urged the court to
quash the January 7 notification
that had conferred the “lifetime
status of the rank of Cabinet min-
ister” to Rane and contended that
the decision taken by the minis-
tersin the previous Cabinet “was
made malafide, in colourable ex-
ercise of power and with tearing
hurry for political patronage, and
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was thus, bad in law”.

Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant had said: “Rane has
completed 50 years as a legisla-
tor. The Cabinet has decided that
in future also, those who com-
plete 50 years and hold posts like
CM and Speaker, like Rane, will
be given the Cabinet status even
after their retirement.”

Amid uncertainty over for-
mer Goa Chief Minister and 11-
time legislator Rane contesting
the legislative Assembly polls
held in the state on February 14,
the BJP government in Goa had

inJanuary decided to grant “life-
long Cabinet status” to the
Congress veteran in recognition
of his service to Goa over 50
years as a legislator.

The announcement came at
atime when Rane had not made
up his mind to back out of the
elections. The Congress had al-
ready declared himits candidate
from Poriem that he had never
lost. Ultimately, Rane withdrew
his candidature and his daugh-
ter-in-law Deviya Rane won the
seatonaBJPticket, with arecord
margin.

The PIL states that since Rane,
a Congress candidate, “was ca-
pable of toppling the ruling
party’s apple cart in Poriem, a
malafide strategy was adopted
by the BJP to offer him a carrot
not to contest elections”.

over possible delays in the sup-
ply of major military hardware
to India by Russia in view of the
crisis in Ukraine.

It is understood that the
components supplied included
simulators for training purposes.

The sources said India antici-
pates some delays in delivery of
some of the main parts of the sec-
ond regiment in view of the crisis
inUkraine. Some of the parts that
have been delivered are for train-
ing purposes, they said.

Russia had started delivery of
the first regiment of the missile
in December.

The missile system has al-
ready been deployed in such a
way thatit can cover parts of the
border with China in the north-

ern sector as well as the frontier
with Pakistan.

It is learnt that the issue of
India-Russia defence ties figured
during Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov's visit to India two
weeks ago. Last month, Russia
said there will be noimpact of the
Western sanctions against it on
the supply of S-400 systems to
India. “As regards the S-400 deal,
be rest assured that it will not be
impacted in any way. It is a 100
surety,” Russian Ambassador
Denis Alipov had said.

InOctober 2018, India signed a
$5 billion deal with Russia to buy
five units of the S-400 missile sys-
tems, despite a warning from the
US that going ahead with the con-
tract may invite sanctions.

Resignation latest chapter
in feud among BJP leaders

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, APRIL15

BEFORE EMBARKING on a 300-
km drive from Shivamogga to
Bengaluru on Friday to submit
his resignation letter to Basavaraj
Bommai, Karnataka Rural
Development Minister KS
Eshwarappa claimed that he was
ready to resign earlier but the
chief minister had asked him
twice since April 12 to wait.
Eshwarappaisin the eye of a
storm in connection with the
death of a 40-year-old civil con-
tractor in a lodge in Udupi on
Tuesday. The contractor had ac-
cused him of corruption. “I was
ready toresign after the incident
but Chief Minister Bommai
asked me to wait. A day later,
was set to announce my resigna-
tion but was asked to wait
again,” said the 73-year-old BJP
veteran, who had said on
Wednesday that he was “not go-
ing to resign at any cost”.
Sources in the party said the

MESSAGE TO CHINA

If harmed, India
will not spare
anyone: Rajnath

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
WASHINGTON, APRIL15

IN A strong message to China,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
has said that if harmed, India will
not spare
;nyone, ads f
e asserte

that India Y = mg
under Prime ol
Minister e “,-.-_:‘ Y
Narendra [ THY:
Modi has |
emerged as
a powerful
country and
is headed to
be among the top three
economies of the world.

Singh, in his address to the
Indian-American community in
San Francisco, also sent a subtle
message to the US that New
Delhi does not believe in a diplo-
macy of “zero-sum game” and
its relationship with one coun-
try cannot be at the expense of
the other.

He was here to attend the
India US 2+2 ministerial in
Washington DC. Thereafter, he
travelled to Hawaii for meetings
atIndoPACOM headquarters and
then to San Francisco.

At a reception hosted in his
honour by the Indian Consulate
in San Francisco, the Defence
Minister told the gathering
about the valour shown by
Indian soldiers on the border
with China.

“I cannot say openly what
they (Indian soldiers) did and
what decisions we (the govern-
ment) took. But I can definitely
say that a message has gone (to
China) that India will not spare
anyone, if India is harmed.
(Bharat ko agar koi chherega to
Bharat chhorega nahi),” the
Defence Minister said.
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Rajnath Singh

Student bodies should not raise
voices of division, says Hosabale

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

STUDENT ORGANISATIONS are
supposed to be anti-establish-
ment, but they should not raise
voices of division and speak
about the country’s culture with
disgust, RSS general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale said on
Friday.

“Every student organisation
will be anti-establishment. There
isnodoubt aboutit. Every gener-
ation has raised its voice against
established power. Lekin wo desh
ke tukde tukde karne wala to nahi
hona chahiye (But that should not
be shaped by the idea of balka-
nising the country). It can’t be
with the objective of spreading
hate in society. It can’t be about
speaking of the country’s culture

with disgust. Is it there for creat-
ing anarchy? Is it for shedding
blood in the country in the name
of revolution? Will there be any
revolution by killing your own
people?” Hosabale said, while
addressing a gathering of ABVP
workers at an event to release a
book, Dhyeyay Yatra, that chron-
icles the student organisation’s
journey.

Former Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora was
the special invitee at the event.

Hosabale said ABVP workers
had sacrificed their life to “stop
those in universities who want
to bring revolution through the
barrel of the gun. In Kerala, in
Andhra, in Telangana.”

His statements come at a
time when there have been
clashesin JNU over non-vegetar-
ian food during Navratraandifa

havan could be performed. The
statements make a veiled refer-
ence to allegations that “Bharat
tere tukde honge” slogans were
raised on JNU campus in 2015.

“Student movements have
contributed greatly to the world.
They have contributed in the
freedom struggle of many coun-
tries... But today some forces
wanting to divide the country
are raising voices. They look at
this society and its culture with
disgust and are working against
the country,” he said.

Hosabale said even the ABVP
wants change and that every
student community wants it.
“But what is the form of that
change? So, with a creative and
positive attitude, we will deter-
mine what we need to do per-
sonally and also advise those sit-
ting in power,” he added.

New Delhi

delay in getting Eshwarappa to
resign was because a section in
the BJP was defending him,
claiming that forcing out the
minister would hurt the party as
he is a prominent Other
Backward Class (OBC) leader.

The factionalismin the saffron
party goes back at least two
decades whenarivalry developed
between Lingayat strongman BS
Yediyurappa and Brahmin leader
HN Ananthkumar, who had
strong central connections.

The internecine battle for su-
premacy led to the arrest of
Yediyurappa for corruption in
2011 and his exit from the BJP the
following year. After Narendra
Modi and Shah ascended to
power in Delhi and following
Ananthkumar’s death in 2018,
Yediyurappa managed to briefly
re-establish his hold in the
Karnataka BJP. But he fell out of
favour with the central leader-
ship in the run-up to the 2018
Assembly polls.

BJPleaders said Eshwarappa
had been projected as someone

who could take on Yediyurappa
even though he finished third in
Shivamogga — where both were
born — in the 2013 state elec-
tions behind a KJP candidate.

Liz Mathew adds: Two BJPlead-
ersfrom Karnataka said the faction
opposing Eshwarappa’s resigna-
tion even tried to convince party
national president JP Nadda and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
about the potential blowback of
such a move in next year's state
elections.

But after party general secre-
tary Arun Singh, the central func-
tionary in charge of Karnataka,
talked to several leaders, the B]P
leadership made it clear that
Nadda would not like to “face
embarrassing questions from
the media during his visit to the
state” for a state executive meet-
ing on Saturday and Sunday. A
state leader said the leadership
“minced no words to convey to
the minister that he has to putin
his papers”. FULLREPORT

www.indianexpress.com

AHEAD OF ASSEMBLY POLLS IN DECEMBER

Bus discount, free
power up to 125
units in Himachal

OM PRAKASH THAKUR
SHIMLA, APRIL15

TO MARK Himachal Day, the Jai
Ram Thakur government Friday
announced 125 units of free
power, 50 per cent discountin fare
for women on HRTC buses and
free water for rural consumers.

Thakur made the announce-
ments while presiding over the
75th state-level Himachal Day
function in the historic town of
Chowgan in Chamba district. The
state is scheduled to go to polls
in December this year.

The CM said that 50 per cent
discount on HRTC bus fare for
women will put a burden of
aboutRs 60 crore on the state ex-
chequer. He said consumers us-
ing up to 125 electricity units will
not be charged anything from
July 1. With this decision, about
11.5 lakh consumers will get ben-
efit of about Rs 250 crore. Earlier,
this limit was 60 units per month.

Thakur also announced that
no water bill will be charged from
families living in rural areas. This
will provide financial benefits of
Rs 30 crore to all rural families.

Thakur’s announcements
drew flak from the Aam Aadmi
Party which accused him of
“copying” the “Arvind Kejriwal
model of governance” in New

PUNJABLIKELY TO
ANNOUNCE FREE
POWER TODAY

HAVING TAKEN several peo-
ple-centric decisions in one
month of its rule, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment led by Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann is prepar-
ing to announce 300 units of
power free for each house-
hold in the state on Saturday;,
the day it completes one
month in the state.

The government and its
officials have brainstormed
on the issue in Delhi last
week. The free power is ex-
pected to cost the state ex-
chequer between Rs 4,000
and Rs 5,000 crore per year,
over and above a fat bill of
over Rs 10,000 crore to-
wards power subsidy. ENS

Delhi. Addressing a press confer-
ence in Delhi, senior AAP leader
Manish Sisodia said the
Himachal Pradesh government's
announcements ahead of
Assembly pollsin the state are an
attempt to “hoodwink” people,
as the saffron party has always
said it is “completely” against
freebies like free electricity.

Doing my best to fill
up vacancies: CJI

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, APRIL15

CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CJI)N V
Ramana Friday said he is making
efforts to fill up vacancies at all
levels of the judiciary, insisting it
is essential forimproving access
to justice.

(JIRamana said the perform-
ance of the justice delivery sys-
tem, like all other organisations,
must be assessed in terms of ef-
fectiveness in achieving its goals,
“which is timely justice as con-
templated in the Constitution”.

“The most crucial issue af-
fecting the Indian judiciary, and
particularly the subordinate ju-
diciary, is the issue of pendency.
[understand that your function-
ing is adversely affected due to
lack of infrastructure and large
number of judicial vacancies.
However, I assure you that [ am
giving my best to address these
issues on priority,” he told judi-
cial officers at a conference.

Strengthening the subordi-
nate judiciary is the need of the
hour, he added.

The CJI pointed out that in
case of Telangana, the strength

i ¥ l ‘
Chief Justice of India
NV Ramana. File

of High Court has gone up from
24t042.

“The working strength has
gone up from 12 to 29. Afterlas-
sumed office, so far, 17 fresh ap-
pointments have been made,”
he said.

He said he is working to cre-
ate statutory judicial infrastruc-
ture at the national and state
level and will be hosting a joint
conference of Chief Justices and
Chief Ministers towards April
end.

Addressing the judicial offi-
cers, he said: “The greatest
strength of the Indian judiciary
is the faith of people in the insti-
tution. Being the court of firstin-
stance, it is your responsibility to
ensure that the litigants remain
satisfied.”
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Hindi will promote
unity, help realise
dream of Akhand
Bharat: Goa CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, APRIL15

GOA CHIEF Minister Pramod
Sawant on Friday said that pro-
moting the Hindi language will
not only keep India’s oneness in-
tact but also help us realise the
dream of 'Akhand Bharat'.
Speaking at
the 8th
International
Hindi
Conference held
in Panaji on
Friday, Sawant

b

GoaCM said: “We talk of
Pramod unity indiversity
Sawant and the dream of
Akhand Bharat
that we have
nursed.. We

have moved ahead with this
dream and this dream has been
made intoreality by PM Narendra
Modi. It is important to promote
Hindi to stay united in diversity.”

The CMis also the minister for
Official Language in the state.

He added that along with
Hindi, all regional languages
would be promoted in Goa. “The
Goa bench of the Bombay High
Court carries out its work in
English. Those who go to seek
justice, for them the court pro-
ceedings should also be in
Konkani... It will be our endeav-
our to make Konkani, along with
English, the language for court
proceedings. We will write to the
High Court over this,” the CM
added.

Sarpanch shot in
J&K village, 4th
killing this year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, APRIL15

SUSPECTED MILITANTS shot dead
asarpanchin Pattan area of north
Kashmir's Baramulla district on
Friday, police said, the fourth such
attack on grassroots representa-
tives in the Valley this year.

Political parties have con-
demned the killing, which comes
less than two weeks ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Jammu, where he is ex-
pected toaddress members of the
Panchayati Raj Institutions.

Police said Manzoor Ahmad
Bangroo, who was the sarpanch
of Goshbugh village, was not as-
sociated with any political party.

“In this terror crime, he re-
ceived critical gunshot injuries
and was immediately evacuated
to nearby hospital for treatment.
However, doctors declared him
dead on arrival,” a police state-
ment said, adding the area has
been cordoned off and a search is
on for the attackers.

While condemning the inci-
dent, the Peoples Democratic
Party asked why killings of
sarpanchs in the Valley have
continued “despite multiple se-
curity assessments and bundling
them in secure accommodations
in Srinagar”. “There seems to be
no end in sight to the bloodbath
in Kashmir. Yet nothing seems to

move GOI enough to change its
approach towards J&K,” PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti tweeted.
On March 12, Shabir Ahmad
Mir, the sarpanch of Kulgam's
Audora village, was shot dead by
suspected militants. Police said
he had been staying at a hotel in
Srinagar “for security reasons”
and had left for his village with-
out informing them. On March
9,Sameer Ahmad Bhat, who was
the sarpanch of Khonmoh vil-
lage on the outskirts of Srinagar,
was killed outside his house. On
March 2, at Kulpora village in
Kulgam, sarpanch Mohammad
Yaqoob Dar, 52, was on his way
home after taking a round of the
village when he was shot.
Meanwhile, condemning
Bangroo's killing, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha said:
“Perpetrators of this despicable
act shall be punished. My deep-
est condolences to the bereaved
family in this hour of grief.”
Former J&K chief minister
Omar Abdullah tweeted:
“Another targeted killing, an-
other family in mourning this
evening. This unending cycle of
violence is heartbreaking. My
condolences to the family of
Manzoor Bangroo. May he find
place in Jannat (paradise).”
Condemning the killing, the
BJP, however, denied reports the
sarpanch was affiliated to the

party.

AGRA: BOOTH IN-CHARGE SUSPENDED, SHO's ROLE UNDER LENS

Protesting inter-faith elopement, mob sets 2 houses on fire

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL15

EIGHT PERSONS were arrested
on Friday for allegedly setting
two houses of a Muslim man on
fire in Agra.

According to the police, the
arson was carried out by mem-
bers of Dharm Jagran Samanvay
Sangh, a local right-wing outfit,

to demand the arrest of one
Sajid, who allegedly eloped with
aHindu woman. The police said
the woman had gone with the
man out of her own will and her
statement was yet to be
recorded.

A booth in-charge has been
suspended, while the role of the
Sikandra police station SHO is
being probed in connection with
the case.

Atthe time of the incident, no
family member was inside the
house. "We received information
that some persons set ablaze the
house of a man in Runakta area.
They alleged that he had kid-
napped a girl and demanded his
arrest. Four days ago, the man
and the woman, of two different
religions, had gone together. We
have traced the woman and fur-
ther investigation is on," said

AYODHYA VISIT

Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu at the Ram Janmabhoomi site during his visit to Ayodhya
on Friday. He offered prayers at the temple site. The Vice-President was also given a detailed
presentation on the construction of the Ram temple. P11

Kota: 1 dead as car runs over
family sleeping on footpath

Kota:Aspeeding carranover three
members of a family sleeping on
a footpath outside a hospital in
Rajasthan’s Kota townin the early
hours of Friday, killing one of
them, police said.

While Dinesh Bawariya(45),a
vegetable vendor, died on the spot,
his wife and their seven-year-old
sonare undergoing treatment for
critical injuries, the area's DSP,
Kaluram Verma, said. The incident
took place around 1 amon Friday,

Agra SSP Sudhir Kumar Singh.

According to police, the
woman lives in the vicinity and
was known to Sajid (22). The
family members and locals in
the area alleged that Sajid had
kidnapped the minor four days
ago. The police said the minor
wasin factan adult and had gone
with him willingly.

Avideo later emerged on so-
cial media in which the woman

Verma added.

The driver, Mahendra Arora,
had abandoned the car on the
spot and fled but was arrested
later, SP (Kota city) Kesar Singh
Shekhawat said.

He was booked for culpable
homicide under sections of the
IPC and further investigation in
the matter is underway.

The body was handed over to
family members after post-
mortem, the police said. PTI

could be heard saying that she
had gone with Sajid out of her
own will and that no one else
was responsible for the decision.

The woman, following the
complaint of her family mem-
bers, was traced by the police,
but due to court holidays, her
statement could not be recorded.

Locals in the area, mean-
while, staged protests, demand-
ing Sajid’s arrest.

2 ‘minors’ booked
in UP for playing
pro-Pakistan song

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, APRIL15

TWO YOUNGSTERS - whose fam-
ilies claim that they are minors —
have been booked for allegedly
playinga “pro-Pakistan” songata
grocery store in Bareilly. Police said
the boys, who are cousins, played
the song ona cellphone.

OnThursday,a police teamin-
formed the family members of
both the boys about the matter, af-
terregistering an FIR.

“The families claim they are
both minors. We collected their
education certificates and will
verify from their school,” said a po-
lice officer. No arrests have been
made. Police said the two cousins
were at the shop on Wednesday
when a local youth heard the
song. “When the youth objected,
the two started verbally abusing
him,” said the FIR. A case was reg-
istered under IPC sections 153B
(Imputations, assertions prejudi-
cial to national-integration), 504
(Intentional insult with intent to
provoke breach of the peace), 506
(Criminal intimidation).

KERALA

PFl man hacked
to death, cops
sound alert

Car used by killers registered in name
of slain RSS leader S Sanjith, says SP

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL15

A POPULAR Front of India (PFI)
leader was hacked to death in
front of his father in Kerala’s
Palakkad district on Friday, po-
lice said.

A Subair, 44, the right-wing
outfit's Elappully area chief, was
killed barely metres away from
the local mosque in Elappully
where he and his father,
Aboobacker, had gone to offer
the congregational Friday
prayers, police said.

The PFI has blamed the
killing on the BJP and Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), an
allegation the BJP leadership in
Palakkad has denied.

In signs of a revenge killing,
however, Palakkad
Superintendent of Police P R
Vishwanadh said the car aban-
doned by Subair’s killers was
“prima facie” found registered in
the name of slain RSS leader S
Sanjith. Sanjith was killed in the
same area on November 15 last
year, in a strikingly similar man-
ner — by car-borne assailants, in
front of his wife. The killing was
blamed on the PFland its political
offshoot, the Social Democratic
Party of India (SDPI), with the po-
lice chargesheeting 10 PFI-SDPI
men in February this year.

Police said Subair and
Aboobacker had just started for
home on a bike when a car hit
them. The assailants then
hacked Subair multiple times
and fled, leaving the car behind,
the police added.

A local resident rushed
Subair to the district hospital
where he was declared dead.

Aboobacker, who is being

treated for injuries at the hospi-
tal, told the police his son had po-
litical enmity with RSS members
in the district.

SP  Vishwanadh said:
“However, at this stage, we can-
not say whether it is a political
murder or not. Only after effect-
ing the arrest of the alleged ac-
cused, the motive behind the
murder could be ascertained.
Prima facie, the assailants
seemed to have moved to the
nearby state (Tamil Nadu).”

PFI state president C P
Muhammed Basheer has
blamed the RSS, saying “the con-
spiracy behind the (Subair's)
murder is clear”.

“By killing a local PFl leader,
RSS wants to foment commu-
nal trouble. During the Ram
Navami celebration, RSS had
unleashed attacks on Muslims.
In Palakkad also they had issued
provocative statements. RSS has
targeted a person who came out
of the mosque. Strong protest
should be raised from all quar-
ters against RSS terrorism,”
Basheer said.

Denying his party's or the RSS
involvement, BJP Palakkad dis-
trict president KM Haridas said:
“The murder is part of PFI-SDPI
conspiracy to shatter the peace
in the district. BJP workers have
noroleinit.We would not allow
PFI-SDPI bid to foist the murder
on Sangh Parivar organisations.”

Meanwhile, police have
sounded an alert across the state
to prevent further retaliatory at-
tacks. SP Vishwanadh said spe-
cial control rooms will be set up
and night patrol intensified too.

In December last, BJP leader
Ranjith Sreenivasan was killed in
Alappuzha, barely 12 hours after
the killing of SDPI leader K S
Shan in the same district.
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CELEBRATIONS,

HONOURS

QUIZ COMPETITION - INDIANOIL

‘Jigyasa - The Quest for Knowledge', a quiz competition
organized by IndianQil was launched by the M/o PNG &
Housing and Urban Affairs, HS Puri in Delhi recently. SM
Vaidya, Chairman, I0C was present on the occasion.

MOU- NBCC

NBCC has been awarded with the works of protection of de-
fence Lands at various locations across India by “Directorate
General Defence Estates ”. AMoU was inked by S Mohan, Dy.
Asst. DG (Lands) & P Sharma, CGM (Engg.), NBCC.

AWARD- ONGC

ONGC has been conferred with the ‘Best Overall Perfor-
mance Award’ in 'Upstream/Midstream Sector’ for oil and
gas conservation activities during Saksham-2021. ONGC
CMD Dr Alka Mittal received the award.

EXHIBITION- NDMC

NDMC has organised a Group Art Exhibition for two weeks at
New Delhi. As many as 75 contemporary senior artists, art
students not only from Delhi but from all across the Country
are participating with their 250 creative in the exhibition.
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CELEBRATION- CRPF
Central Reserve Police Force celebrated ‘Valour Day’ by
paying homage to the Bravehearts who laid down their

lives at the altar of duty. In a solemn ceremony, K Singh,
DG CRPF, paid rich tributes to the Martyrs of the Force.

MOU - RITES

RITES recently entered into a MoU with Tata Steel to synergise
their expertise. RITES & Tata Steel would collaborate to offer
services in the railway rolling stock exports & enhance infrastr-
uctural capabilities for buildings, airports, urban engg. &IT.

CONFERENCE - THDCIL

‘International Conference on Hydropower and Dams Devel-
opment for Water & Energy Security — Under Changing Cli-
mate’ is being organised recently. GS Shekhawat, Minister for
Jal Shakti inaugurated the conference virtually.

CONVOCATION - ICAI
Convocation is being held recently. During the event, ap-
prox. 4, 500 Members are being awarded Certificate of
Membership and Rank holders of CA Final Examinations
will also be awarded Rank Certificates.

EVENTS,

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

GC CRPF Imphal hosted Inter GC/BN (Adm/Qps) Yoga
Competition-2022 of Manipur & Nagaland, Sector. Di-
nesh Commandant,GC CRPF, Langjing, Imphal was the
chief guest of the Closing Ceremony.

LAUNCHES,

CSR

LAUNCH- PNB

PNB announced the launch of Cardless Cash With-
drawal and Virtual Debit Card. The new services were
launched by AK Goel, MD & CEO of PNB, at the Bank's
head office in New Delhi.

APPOINTMENTS

NFL AB Patil has taken
over charge of Dir
(Mrktg) of fertilizer major,
NFL. Prior to joining NFL,
Patil was serving as ED
(Mrktg) in Mumbai based
fertilizer PSU, RCF. A
Science graduate from
GND University Amritsar,
Patil holds an MBA in Marketing & Personnel
Management from Sivaji University, Kolhapur,
Maharashtra. He has over 32 years of work experience in
Marketing and Personnel Management in the Fertilizers
Industry.

KRIBHCO VSR Prasad has
been appointed as the
Marketing  Director of
Krishak Bharati Coop-
erative Limited (KRI-
BHCO). He assumed the
office from 1st April 2022.
Prior to his appointment as
Marketing Director, he was
working as Executive Director (Coop. Relations and
Marketing). Prasad has done his Masters in Business
Administration with specialization in Marketing discipline.
He has 34 years of experience in various capacities in
Marketing Division of KRIBHCO.

INITTIATIVES,

APPOINTMENTS,

AGREEMENT - OIL INDIA

Qil India signed an Incubation Agreement with the Start-up
Ohm Clean Tech Private Limited recently, for Design, Inte-
gration and Development of 9-M Hydrogen Fuel Cell powered
e-Bus, and a Liquid Organic Hydrogen Carrier solution.

MoU - EIL

EIL and Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board have
signed a MoU for carrying out Capacity Assessment of Nat-
ural Gas Pipelines. Under the MoU, EIL shall be providing
niche services for assessing capacities of NG Pipelines.

AWARD- POWERGRID

J Mukherjee, working with POW-
ERGRID represented India and
won the Bronze medal at the Inter-
national Para TT Championship
held at Egypt. He is atwo-time Na-
tional Champion & has repre-
sented India at Para Asian Cham-
pionship in Taiwan, Asian Games - Indonesia, International
Championship- Amman, Jordan. He has won Gold Medal
more than 20 times in Inter CPSU TT tourneys conducted
under aegis of Ministry of Power, Government of India. POW-
ERGRID has been at the forefront of promoting its employees
and fostering their talents be it sports, art or culture.

GOOD WORK - COUNCILLOR

Arvind took over Ward 36 Va-
sundhara, Ghaziabad, councillor
has been working relentlessly to
make his ward a better place. The
young councillor’s appointment
was seen as a welcome and long
overdue change towards more
political representation for the
ward. The ward has been neglected earlier by various ad-
ministrations. The many neighbourhoods that come
within the ward required basic infrastructure — from
drinking water to connectivity to sanitation, issues that
Chaudhary has been solving during his tenure.

New Delhi

MOVEMENTS,

AWARD - HON CONSUL OF UGANDA

Honorary Consular Corps Diplomatique-India (HCCD-In-
dia) presented the Medal of Honour for the year 2022 to
Madusudan Agrawal, Hon Consul of Uganda and Co-
Founder & Vice Chairman of Ajanta Pharma Ltd. for merito-
rious & outstanding services rendered towards the consular
activities in India. The award was handed over by Meenakshi
Lekhi, M/o State Foreign External Affairs & Culture.

DFCCIL will be adopting Light Detection and Ranging
Survey (LIDAR) technique using Laser enabled
equipment mounted on a Helicopter for conducting
ground survey for the preparation of Detailed Project
Report for the proposed 1115 km East Coast
Dedicated Freight Corridor. This corridor will originate
in Kharagpur in the state of West Bengal & traverse
through QOdisha & terminate in Vijayawada (Tenali) in
Andhra Pradesh.

GAIL has launched a digital initiative ‘#PowerOfGreen’
as part of its Hawa Badlo movement which will attempt
to mobilize collective efforts to improve the deteri-
orating air quality by encouraging sustainable and env-
ironment friendly lifestyle habits. GAIL, as a
responsible corporate, believes in building a safer,
healthier and environment friendly world for everyone.

WAPCOS and Zimbabwe Power Company signed an
Agreement recently for Project Management
Consultancy for Hwange Life Extension Project. Itis a
920 MW Thermal Power Station at Hwange; which is
the largest in Zimbabwe and meets country’s almost
40% of power demands. The total value of services to
be rendered by WAPCQOS is US$ 5 million. The project
will benefit the people of Zimbabwe by assuring
continuous power and bring more prosperity to the
country. WAPCOS is a technology driven Consultancy
and Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC)
organization in the areas of Water Resources, Power
and Infrastructure Development.

PUNJABI ACCADMY A programe was organised on
Baisakhi by Punjabi accadmy from 8th April 2022 to
10th April 2022. The programe as organised in
Dilli Haat. Eminent personalities like Ram Nivas Goel
(Secretary Delhi Legisletive assembly), Gernel Singh
(Mla Tilak Nagar), Rajesh Rishi MLA, Girish Soni
MLA were chief guests.. In this programe culture
of Punjab was highlighted which was liked and
praised by people.

CELEBRATIONS
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On bike, robbers

EXPRESS NETWORK | /

Trlbal gll'l ‘gangraped” male friend CBI to conduct DNA test on Nadia ‘gangrape’ suspects

Kolkata: A CBI team collected  body of a 14-year-old “gangrape”  agency will reportedly conduct
samples from the spot wherethe  victimwas crematedinNadia.The  DNA tests on those arrested. ENS

follow merchant
for 282 km, loot
Rs 15 lakh; held

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, APRIL 15

bus on their bike. Once Khan got
off at Shindewadi junction on the
Eastern Express highway in Parel,
the three bike-borne men — Shah,

assaulted in Birbhum, say police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, APRIL15

A15-YEAR-OLD tribal girl was al-
legedly gangraped and her male
friend assaulted in Birbhum dis-
trict on Thursday, the police said,
adding that the minor, in her
statement, said four to five peo-
ple were involved in the incident.

As per preliminary probe, the
girl was visiting a fair with her

ging her away to a secluded
place, by a river, where she was
allegedly gangraped.

She somehow managed to
make her way home and was
later admitted to a hospital, the
police said, adding that an FIR
has been filed in connection
with the incident.

Onlearning about the alleged
incident, Birbhum SP Nagendra
Tripathi and other senior police
officers visited the village. The SP

isable to speak. A medical exam-
ination has been conducted on
her and the reports are awaited.
We will use tower dumping to
track down the accused per-
sons,” the SP said.

Tower dumping technology
helps investigators obtain infor-
mation on cell phones active in
the area around a particular mo-
bile tower. Tripathi said police
artists were trying to make
sketches of the accused based on
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No. CBDR/ADMIN/Permanent Recruitment/2022

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Date: 13/04/2022

Note:- Candidates those who have applied for Recruitment of AMO’s post earlier vide Advt. no.
CBDR/ADMIN/Permanent Recruitment/2022 dated 31/01/2022, they should not submit their

a

1.

pplication again for the said post.

post of AMO (Assistant Medical Officer).

Applications in the prescribed format are invited from eligible candidates for direct recruitment to the

MUMBAI POLICE have arrested  Pinjariand Sajeed —attackedhim.  friend on Thursday and wasen-  also met the girl at the hospital.  the description given by the vic- 2. Detailed Advertisement, Format of the Application form and other information is available on

four men from Nashik for al-  "Thecomplainantwasgettinginto ~ gaged in a conversation with ~ “Asperthe primaryinformation,  tim’s friend. The accused are sus- https://dehuroad.cantt.gov.in

legedly following a 26-year-old  acab when the two pillionriders  him whenabout fourtofivepeo-  the girlhas complained ofbeing  pected tobe outsiders visiting the 3. Candidates are requested to download the application form from the above mentioned website. The

steel merchant for 282 kilometre  threatened him with aknifeand ~ ple assaulted him before drag-  gang-raped. Sheisdoingfineand  fair, a senior police officer said. duly filled application form along with self-attested copy of Education Qualification/certificate should

on their bike, from Malegaonto  tried tosnatch hisbag. As the com- be sent by Registered Post/Speed post only to the “Chief Executive Officer, Offic? of the

Mumbai, before robbinghimofRs ~ plainant resisted, one of them R ¢ , Cantonment Board Dehuroad, near Dehuroad Railway Station, Dehuroad, Pune — 412101

15lakh cashatknife pointinParel ~ stabbed his hand and escaped 4. Requirement of Posts:-

last month. with thebag," said a police officer. KlO SkS ) C art S Of ClaSh ac CuS e d Sr. | Name of the Post Pay Scale Reservation Status Age Limit
According to police, thecom-  The trio then returned to No. (as per 7" Pay (as per

plainant, Shahrukh Khan, hasa  Malegaononbike. Khanreported d l' h d b G b t t Commission) | UR | SC | ST |OBC|EWS | Total| CBESR, 2021)

Malegaon-based steel and metal  thematterto police only onMarch emO IS e ln ll] ara O " " n 1 | Assistant Medical |Rs. 56100-177500{ 1 | - | - | 1 | - | 2 | 23-35Yrs.

business along with his father
Kayamuddin. The police said the
four had been tracking the busi-
nessman's movements for over
two months till they figured he
carried cash to Mumbai every
Sunday. One of the arrested men,
Arshad Ansari, was thefirstone to
learn that Khan frequently trans-
ports cashto Mumbai. Ansari then
passed on the information to his
friend Amir Shah, who has a his-
toryinrobbery and subsequently
he roped in two more persons —
Shahbaz Razak Pinjari (21) and
Wasim Sajeed (23).

"They came to know that the
father-son duo always travels by
a particular bus," said an investi-
gator. On March 13, the com-
plainant got into the bus at 1045
pm from Malegaon. Ansari paid
Rs 500 and travelled inside the
cabin of the same bus, while his
three accomplices followed the

19. A dacoity case under relevant
sections of IPC was registered.

While scanning CCTV footage,
the police could see the bike but
its registration number was not
clear. "However, further scrutiny
revealed Ansari, who had also got
off the bus at Parel along with
Khan, accidentally sit on the bike
while his accomplices were rob-
bing the merchant. Pinjari, who
was the driver, asked Ansari to
stay away to ensure that he did not
get identified,” said an investiga-
tor. The police then scrutinised the
dump data of networks that had
appeared within that area, when
they got Ansari's number and he
was arrested from his house in
Malegaon. The cash was hidden
under his bed.

During investigation, his three
accomplices were identified, and
they were traced to Surat where a
team caught them on Monday.

VAIBHAV JHA
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 15

DAYS AFTER clashes took place in
Khambhat town during a reli-
gious procession on Ram Navami
thatresulted in one death, thelo-
cal administration on Friday de-
molished over seven kiosks and
carts in Shakarpur village on
Friday, which belonged to the
persons arrested for their alleged
involvement in the clashes.
According to Anand admin-
istrative officials, 7-8 carts and
kiosks built illegally, encroach-
ing upon government land, were
removed by the team of
Khambhat SDM Nirupa Gadhvi
with local police around noon on
Friday, amid tense atmosphere.
Shakarpur sarpanch Dinesh
Patel, the complainant in the

communal clashes case, told The
Indian Express that the carts and
kiosks belonged to some of the
61 accused booked by the police
under rioting, conspiracy,and at-
tempt to murder charges.

“An administrative team of
the Khambhat SDM and ban-
dobast team of the Assistant
Superintendent of Police were
present today when we removed
the encroachment of illegal ‘lari-
galla’ (kiosks and carts) from the
government land and had also
cleaned wild bushes and other
obstacles. The illegal kiosks were
there for some time,” said MY
Daxini, collector, Anand.

When asked whether the
shops belonged to the accused
in the communal clashes cases,
Daxini said, “Since 61 persons
from the village have been
booked in the case, some of the

shops might belong to them.”
Speaking to The Indian
Express, Patel said, “The kiosks
used to sell cigarettes and pan
masala... All the shops belong to
the accused in clash cases and
one of them —Razzak —isin po-
lice custody. They had also en-
croached upon government land
near the panchayat office.”

Officer (S-20)

UR=Unreserved, OBC= Other Backward Class, SC= Scheduled Caste, ST= Scheduled Tribe,
EWS= Economy Weaker Section, PH= Physically Handicapped.
Critical Dates:- a. Lastdate of receipt of application:- 12/05/2022.

Note:- The cut-off date for determining the age limits shall be 04/03/2022. There is no age relaxation for
UR Categories.

» For detailed advertisement, please visit https://dehuroad.cantt.gov.in/recruitment/.

Sd/-

Amitkumar B. Mane
Chief Executive Officer
Cantonment Board Dehuroad

Central Information Commission

Baba Gangnath Marg
New Delhi- 110067

Date: 24.03.2022

Vacancy Notice

Applications are invited in the prescribed proforma as per Annexure- | of DoP&T OM No. AB.
14017/28/2014-Estt. (RR) dated 02.07.2015 for filling up the posts of Assistant & Personal Assistant
on Deputation (ISTC), Hindi Translator on Deputation and Staff Car Driver (Ordinary Grade) on
Deputation/ absorption (For Armed Forces Personnel on Deputation/ re-employment) basis in Central
Information Commission with the following criteria:-

Ce ntral I nfo rm at i on Co mm iss i on Sr.| Name of the post and Essential Eligibility Criteria Number
No.| Level in the Pay Matrix of Post(s)
H 1 |Assistant Section Officer |Officers under the Central Government / state governments or Union 11
Gangnath Marg New Delhi - 110067 (ASO) in Level 07 in the |Territories or Public Sector Undertakingsg or Universities or
. pay matrix Recognized Research Institutions or Semi Government or
- Date : 24.03.2022 Autonomous Bodies of Statutory Organizations holding analogous
Vacancv N otlce posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or department, or five years
regular service in the grade rendered after appointment thereto on a
Applications are invited in the prescribed proforma as per Annexure-l of DoP&T regulair bazis in pogts innLevetl-G in tthe pay matrix or eqqivilﬁnt in tze
- arent cadre or department; or ten years service in the grade
OM No. AB.14017/28/2014-Estt.(RR) dated 02.07.2015 for filling up the posts of Fondered fter appointment thareto on regular basis n posts in Level.
Sr. PPS & PPS on Deputation (ISTC)/ absorption and SO & PS on Deputation 4 ig tge gayt.matfrix or equivalgentoiln the paltrer;tl ce;c_:tlr? or .?hefartment;
- . .. . . o and Graduation from a recognized university / Institute with two years
(ISTC) basis in Central Information Commission with the following criteria: experience in the field of Adgministraﬂon or zmance orin dea”ng with
- — — Right to information matters.
Sr- Name of the Essential Eligibility Criteria Number of 2 |Personal Assistant in Stenographers of the Central Government/ State Government or 07
No. i:(t):(te 7323 II;IIea‘f:ilx Post(s) Level 07 in the pay matrix |Union Territory Administration or Public Sector Undertakings or
Universities or Recognized Research Institutions or Semi
1 |sr. Principal| Stenographers of the Central Government/State Governments/|03 (01 Post on Government or Autonomous Bodies or Statutory Organizations
Private Secretary|Union Territory Administrations/ Public Sector Undertakings/| Deputation (ISTC) holding analogous posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or
Level 12 in Pay|Universities/ Recognized Research Institutions/ Semi Government{and 02 Posts on depa!'tment; or ten years service n .the grade rendered after
Matrix or Autonomous Bodies/Statutory Organizations: holding|Deputation (ISTC) Eppomtment thereto on regular b?SIS n posts of stenographers
7 X . evel-4 in the pay matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or
analogous posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or|/ absorption basis) department.
department; or With five years' service in the grade rendered after
appointment thereto on regular basis in the Level-11 in the pay 3 |Hindi Translator Officers of the Central Government holding analogous posts on 01
matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or department. PB-2 Rs. 9300- 34800 regular basis in the parent cadre or department, or with six years
— : plus Grade Pay Rs. 4200 |service in the grade rendered after appointment thereto on regular
2 |Principal Private|Stenographers of the Central Government/ State Governments/|03 (02 Posts on basis in Pay Band 1, Rs. 5200-20200 plus Grade Pay of Rs. 2800)
Secretary Level 11|Union Territory Administrations/ Public Sector Undertakings/|Deputation (ISTC) (Revised as per 7th CPC - Level 5 in the pay matrix) or equivalent in
in Pay Matrix Universities/ Recognized Research Institutions/ Semi Government|basis and 01 Post the parent cadre or department, or With ten years’ service in the
or Autonomous Bodies or Statutory Organizations: on Deputation grade rendered after appointment thereto on regular basis in Pay
holding analogous posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or|(ISTC)/ absorption Band 1, Rs. 5200-20200 plus Grade Pay of Rs 2400 (Revised as per
department; or With five years' service in the grade rendered after|basis) 7th CPC- Level 4 in the pay matrix) or equivalent in the parent cadre
appointment thereto on regular basis in the Level-10 in the pay or department and Masters Degree of a recognized University or
matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or department; or With six equivalent in Hindi or English with English or Hindi as a compulsory
years' service in the grade rendered after appointment thereto on c'\)/lreltectlveDsubject ?" asa med_lun:j o&examl!'tlatlon at dggrleetlte_vel; or
o . . . : asters Degree of a recognized University or equivalent in any
:)Zgrzlrirct;?jsr:c;r: (tjr:)::r\felr-'n? in the pay matrix or equivalent in the subject other than Hindi or English with English or Hindi as a
compulsory or elective subjects or either of the two a medium or
3 |Section  Officer|Officers of Central Government or State Government or Union 08 examination and the other as a compulsory or elective subject at
Level 8 in Pay|Territories or Public Sector Undertakings or Universities or degree level or masters Degree of a recognized University or
Matrix recognized Research Institutions Or Semi Government or equivalent in any subject other than Hindi or English with English or
Autonomous Bodies or Statutory Organizations holding analogous Hindi medium and English or Hindi as a compulsory or elective
posts on regular basis in the parent cadre or department; Or With subjects or a medium of examination at degree level; and recognized
Eight years' service in the grade rendered after appointment Dlploma or Certificate course in Translation from Hindi to Engllgh gnd
_ . . vice versa or two years experience of translation work from Hindi to
thereto on the regular basis in the level 7 in the pay matrix or . . . -
equivalent in the parent cadre or department : and Graduation .Englls.h and vice versa |n.CentraI or State Government Offices
from Recognized University & Two years' experience in the field of including Government of India Undertakings.
administration or Finance and/or in dealing with Right to 4 |Staff Car Driver (Ordinary |Regular Dispatch Rider (Group C) and Group C employees in Level- 04
. Grade) in Level 2 inthe |1 in the pay matrix (Rs. 18000-56900) in the Central Information
Information matters. pay matrix Commission who possess valid Driving License for Motor Cars on the
4 |Private Secretary|Stenographers of the Central Government or State 08 basis of a Driving Test to assess the competence to drive Motor
Level 8 in Pay|Government/Union Territory Administration or Public Sector oC:rr((jeZ flaelllrmb%g:E:]r;rgrrl]a‘:fg?:)alz gotladr:qnp%oth:ezqr?téf 3'353"’_1:]0{;]:;35
: . R : - u i u u yees in Level- 1 i y
i (. 1300055500 1 otrr Minsies i he Cona
overnment who possess a valid Driving License for motor Cars;
Organizations holding analogous posts on regular basis in the Knowledge of motzr mechanism (The ca%didate should be able to
parent cadre or department; or With five years' service in the grade remove minor-defects in vehicle); experience of driving a motor car
rendered after appointment thereto on regular basis in the Level-7 for at least 3 years; and pass in 10th standard.
in the pay matrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or department The Armed Forces Personnel due to retire or who are to be
transferred to reserve within a period of one year and having the
; i requisite experience and qualifications prescribed shall also be
Interested person may apply. on. the prescribed proforma duly completed in all Co‘isi Sored. guch Sorsons V\(/]oul dba given%eputaﬁon terms upto the
respects and send the application addressed to Deputy Secretary (Admn). date on which they are due for release from the Armed Forces;
Room no. 507, 5th Floor, Central Information Commission, Baba Gangnath thereafter they may be continued on re-employment.
Marg’ Mumrka’ New _Delhl 11006,7' The detal,ls regardl!’lg the e“glb”lty criteria, Interested person may apply on the prescribed proforma duly completed in all respects and send the
educational qualification, etc., Bio-data/Curriculum Vitae Proforma can be| |application addressed to Deputy Secretary (Admn). Room no. 507, 5th Floor, Central Information
downloaded from the Central Information Commission's website Commission, Baba Gangnath Marg, Munirka, New Delhi- 110067. The details regarding the
www.cic.gov.in eligibility criteria, educational qualification, etc., Bio-data/Curriculum Vitae proforma can be
) . . ] . . downloaded from the Central Information Commission’s website www.cic.gov.in
The last date of receipt of application is 45 days from the date of publication The last date of receipt of application is 45 days from the date of publication of the advertisement
of the advertisement in the Employment News in the Employment News.
davp-50101/11/0002/2223 davp 50101/11/0004/2223
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WORDLY WISE
ANY SUFFICIENTLY ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY IS
INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM MAGIC.
— ARTHUR C CLARKE

ThelndianEXPRESS

2 FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

HOPE AND CAUTION

IMD predicts a normal monsoon. But India must take steps to
meet narrowing supply of fertilisers

ROPS, LIKE HUMANS, need water and nutrients to survive and grow. There’s

room for optimism on the first, with the India Meteorological Department

(IMD) predicting a normal southwest monsoon: Rainfall is expected to be

99 per cent of the historical average for the country during June-September.
The sanguine forecast is based on “La Nifia” conditions prevailing and likely to continue
through the four-month monsoon season. La Nifia is the opposite of El Nifio — an abnor-
mal warming of the eastern Pacific waters usually causing heavy rains around South
America, but also drought in the other western end whose effects percolate to India.
Besides La Nifia, which is generally favourable for the Indian monsoon, the IMD is count-
ingona“neutral” Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD). A “negative” I0D, wherein the eastern Indian
Ocean waters off Indonesia and Australia turn unusually warm relative to the western
part, is considered bad for the monsoon. The IMD believes that this time there will be La
Nifia and “neutral” IOD, at least till early in the season.

That hope — of a fourth consecutive normal monsoon — is somewhat negated when
itcomes to plant nutrients. India is today facing a tight supply position, especially in phos-
phatic and potassic fertilisers, ahead of the kharif sowings that will start with the mon-
soon. The country imports its entire muriate of potash (MOP) requirements. While it does
manufacture phosphatic and complex fertilisers, their raw materials and intermediates
—mainly rock phosphate, sulphur, phosphoric acid and ammonia — are largely imported.
In the last one year, global prices of finished fertilisers and ingredients have doubled or
trebled. The war in Ukraine — Russia was the world’s largest and its next-door ally Belarus
the sixth largest fertiliser exporter in 2020 — has only worsened things. Hardly any new
imports have been contracted in the past two months, with companies unsure whether
the government will allow them to pass on the higher prices or absorb the burden through
increased subsidy rates.

What can the government do apart from announcing higher subsidy - which it must,
to ensure adequate availability of nutrients by May-end? It should immediately launch
acampaign to promote single super phosphate and complex fertilisers like 20:20:0:13 and
10:26:26. These contain less phosphorus or potash than di-ammonium phosphate and
MOP, but farmers can be shown ways to apply themin the right dosage (along with farm-
yard manure, compost and organic wastes) without sacrificing crop yields. Use of high-
analysis fertilisers is a luxury for a country with hardly any natural gas, rock phosphate,
potash or elemental sulphur reserves. The government should also actively engage with
countries such as Canada, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Senegal, Togo, even Russia and
Belarus, to contract more supplies, both for kharif and the next rabi season.

TRUST AND CREDIT

Rising NPAs in Kerala cooperative banking sector call for tighter
regulation, less political interference

O-OPERATIVE BANKS IN Kerala have reported high levels of non perform-

ing assets at the end of December 2021. Figures released by the State Level

Bankers’ Committee (SLBC) suggest that as much as 88 per cent of advances

of the Kerala State Cooperative Agricultural and Rural Development Bank
Ltd were NPAs, while the corresponding figure for the Kerala Bank or Kerala State
Cooperative Bank (KSCB), which has 13 district cooperative banks under it, is 30 per cent.
These numbers are disturbing. The agriculture sector in Kerala, reeling under consecutive
years of devastating floods, reported negative growth in 2019-20 and "20-21. This and the
pandemic may have contributed to the rising NPAs.

But two other factors are also key: One, political control and patronage; and two, ab-
sence of regulation. In fact, both are connected. Much of the activity of the Kerala State
Cooperative Agricultural and Rural Development Bank Ltd, with primary agricultural
credit societies as basic units, escapes the oversight of regulators such as the RBI and the
income tax department. Light regulation and lax supervison has benefited various stake-
holders, including customers, promoters and underwriters, in this case the state govern-
ment. Unlike public and private sector banks, cooperative institutions have the leeway to
extend credit to local consumers, often on the basis of trust or compassion or due to pres-
sure from local social or political groups. In the best scenario, they provide a protective net
against usury and a compassionate helping hand in times of distress. In the worst scenario,
these institutions become instruments in the hands of politicians to dispense privilege
or to park black money. Last year, a cooperative bank in Karuvannur, Thrissur, controlled
by local CPM leaders, had gone under after a loan scam was unearthed. The nexus be-
tween the promoters (the elected representatives of the cooperative) and their political
patrons (parties) is not unique to Kerala: A similar pattern of political patronage is wide-
spread in states such as Maharashtra and has often been the cause of banks going bust.

A case can be made for the state government to step in with necessary regulation
and address the governance issues linked with the cooperatives. The cooperative sec-
tor has been a key player in mobilising and circulating capital in the state. The agricul-
tural credit societies and cooperative banks enjoy high levels of trust among the peo-
ple.Itis essential that they build on that trust. These institutions are a lifeline for middle
and lower middle classes and their financial health is of utmost importance to the state
economy.

WHODUNNIT?

Adriver-less caris stopped by the police.
Ametaphor for Big Techis born

TCOULD HAVE been an April Fool's joke or, perhaps, even a scene from a B-grade

horror flick. In a dimly-lit street on a dark night, the police stop a car for driving

without its headlights on. The car has no driver, no intention behind the wheel.

Isitaghost,ajoke or part of an elaborate heist,ala Ocean’s 11? In the age of Silicon
Valley miracles, it could be all of the above — or none of them.

Earlier this month, the San Francisco police stopped a self-driving car, and a video of
the incident recorded by a bystander went viral. The technology, of course, has been
around for some years now - though not in widespread use by consumers. The offend-
ing vehicle (or is the Al that guides it, liable) is seen to be driving away from the cops. But
even if it hadn't, can it be held responsible? After all, just as tigers cannot commit mur-
der and kangaroos have never been convicted of burglary, itis unlikely that a car without
a driver can be charged with a traffic violation. Guilt, innocence and liability require a
moral, sentient agent as their subject.

Apart from being the subject of a viral video, the offending car is an apt metaphor for
the crimes and lack of punishment for the Silicon Valley tech giants behind such innova-
tions. The conscience and culpability of companies are exported to the all-powerful al-
gorithm - somehow, though, the profits seem to accrue only to the billionaires, who have
set their sights, and wealth, on privatising the heavens. Misinformation, effects on men-
tal health, even political coups of sorts have been laid at the door of Al Yet, for law enforce-
ment — local, national and international — big tech is still just a driver-less car with no one
to challan. A ghost, a joke and a marvel of technology.

N

A virus rages

stifles debate, damages us as a nation and people

It’s the virus of hate and divisiveness. It deepens distrust,

SONIA GANDHI

DOES INDIA HAVE to be in a state of perma-
nent polarisation? The ruling establishment
clearly wants the citizens of India to believe
that such an environment is in their best in-
terest. Whether itis dress, food, faith, festival
or language, Indians are sought to be pitted
against Indians and the forces of discord are
given every encouragement, overt and covert.
History — both ancient and contemporary —
is continuously sought to be interpreted to
promote prejudice, animosity and
vengeance. Itis a travesty that instead of util-
ising our resources for creating a bright, new
future for the country and engaging young
minds in productive ventures, time and valu-
able assets are being used up in attempts to
refashion the present in terms of an imagined
past.

There is much talk by the prime minister
of acknowledging India’s multiple diversities.
But the harshreality is that under this ruling
dispensation, the rich diversities that have
defined and enriched our society for cen-
turies are being manipulated to divide us and,
worse, to harden faultlines and make them
more firmly entrenched.

Itis now well accepted that we must sus-
tain high economic growth to create wealth
that can be redistributed, raise living stan-
dards and, most of all, generate the revenues
needed for social welfare programmes and
provide adequate employment opportuni-
ties for our youth. But the worsening envi-
ronment of social illiberalism and bigotry, the
spread of hatred and divisiveness, shakes the
very foundations of economic growth. Itis no
surprise that some bold corporate executives
have been speaking out against what is be-
ing orchestrated in Karnataka, amongst the
most entrepreneurially dynamic of our states.
There has been a predictable backlash in so-
cial media against these courageous voices.
But the concerns are widely shared — and
very real. It is no secret that an increasing
number of our business persons have been
declaring themselves as non-resident Indians
in the past few years.

The rising chorus of hatred, the uncon-
cealed instigation of aggression and even

Vigorous debate, discussion
and virtually any form of
interaction where an
alternative point of view is
welcomed has become a
thing of the past and we are
all the poorer for it. Even
academia, once respected for
encouraging fresh thought,
is under the scanner for
interacting with
counterparts from other
parts of the world. As
vilification of faiths and
condemnation of entire
communities become the
norm, it is becoming
commonplace to see divisive
politics affecting not just the
workplace, but also entering
neighbourhoods and indeed
people’s homes. Never before
has this country seen hatred
as the basis of the day to day
choices.

crimes against minorities are a far departure
from the accommodating, syncretic tradi-
tions in our society. Shared celebrations of
festivals, good neighbourly relationships be-
tween communities of different faiths, the
pervasive intermingling of faith and beliefin
the arts, cinema and everyday life, of which
there are examples by the thousands, are
proud and durable characteristics of our so-
ciety through the ages. To undermine this for
narrow political gain is to undermine the
composite and syncretic foundations of
Indian society and nationhood.

There is something more insidious in this
grand, divisive plan to keep Indiain a state of
permanent frenzy. All dissent and opinion
that is opposed to the ideology of those in
power is sought to be ruthlessly stifled.
Political opponents are targeted and the full
might of the state machinery is unleashed
against them. Activists are threatened and
sought to be silenced. Social media, in partic-
ular, is utilised to propagate what can only be
described as lies and venom. Fear, deception
and intimidation have become the pillars of
the so-called “maximum governance, mini-
mum government” strategy. The Narendra
Modi government has started the practice of
celebrating November 26 as Constitution Day
to mark the adoption of our Constitution by
the Constituent Assembly in 1949. But it pays
obeisance to the Constitution while system-
atically emasculating every institution. This is
sheer hypocrisy.

How special we are seen to be globally
will depend crucially on how inclusive we be-
come at home — not through slogans but
through actual actions. What prevents the
prime minister from coming down unam-
biguously and publicly against hate speech,
whichever quarter it may emanate from?
Repeat offenders roam free, and there is no
restraint on their use of incendiary and
provocative language. Indeed, they seem to
enjoy some sort of official patronage at dif-
ferent levels and that is why they get away
with atrocious and prosecutable statements.

Vigorous debate, discussion and virtually
any form of interaction where an alternative

point of view is welcomed has become a
thing of the past and we are all the poorer for
it. Evenacademia, once respected for encour-
aging fresh thought processes, is under the
scanner for interacting with counterparts
from other parts of the world. As vilification
of faiths and condemnation of entire com-
munities become the norm, it is becoming
commonplace to see divisive politics affect-
ing not just the workplace, but also entering
neighbourhoods and indeed people’s homes.
Never before has this country seen hatred as
the basis of the day to day choices that are
made by our citizens.

This wonderful land of ours has been
home to, and has celebrated, heterogeneity,
multiplicity and creativity and has given birth
to great minds and personalities whose
works have been read and acknowledged the
world over. The hitherto liberal environment,
and the spirit of inclusivity, accommodation
and tolerance, has played a critical role in
making all this possible. A closed society that
encourages straitjacketed thinking can hardly
expect to be one where fresh ideas flow. A
brow-beaten mind is hardly likely to be a fer-
tile or innovative one.

An apocalypse of hatred, bigotry, intoler-
ance and untruth is engulfing our country to-
day.If we don’t stop it now, it will damage our
society beyond repair, ifithasn’t already done
so. We simply cannot and must not allow this
to go on. We as a people cannot stand by and
watch as peace and pluralism are sacrificed at
the altar of bogus nationalism.

Let us contain this raging fire, this tsunami
of hate that has been unleashed before all that
has been so painstakingly built by past gen-
erations is razed to the ground. Over a cen-
tury ago, the poet of Indian nationalism gave
the world his immortal Gitanjali of which per-
haps the 35th verse has become the most cel-
ebrated and quoted. Gurudev Tagore’s prayer,
with its seminal lines, “Where the mind is
without fear...”, is all the more relevant and
has heightened resonance today.

The writer is president of
the Congress party

THE WAR'S MANY VICTIMS

Russian invasion has created a food, energy supply crisis in developing world

ANTONIO GUTERRES

FOR THE people of Ukraine, the Russian inva-
sion is a waking nightmare, and a humanitar-
iandisaster ona terrifying scale. But the waris
also fast becoming a matter of life and death
for vulnerable people around the world. We
have all seen the tragedy unfolding inside
Ukraine: Cities flattened; people suffering and
dying in their homes and in the streets; the
fastest displacement crisis in Europe since the
Second World War. But beyond Ukraine’s bor-
ders, far beyond the media spotlight, the war
haslaunched asilent assault on the developing
world. This crisis could throw up to 1.7 billion
people — over one-fifth of humanity — into
poverty, destitution and hunger on a scale not
seenindecades.

Ukraine and the Russian Federation pro-
vide 30 per cent of the world’s wheat and bar-
ley, one-fifth of its maize, and over half of its
sunflower oil. Together, their grain feeds the
poorest and most vulnerable people, provid-
ing more than one-third of the wheatimported
by 45 African and least-developed countries.
Atthe same time, Russia is the world’s top nat-
ural gas exporter, and second-largest oil ex-
porter. But the war is preventing farmers from
tending their crops while closing ports, end-
ing grain exports, disrupting supply chains and
sending prices skyrocketing.

Many developing countries are still strug-
gling to recover from the effects of the Covid-
19 pandemic, coupled with historic debt bur-
dens and soaring inflation. Since the start of
2022, wheat and maize prices have increased
by 30 per cent. Brent oil prices have risen more
than 60 per cent over the last year, while nat-
ural gas and fertiliser prices have more than

Some countries are already
sliding from vulnerability to
crisis and serious social
unrest. And we know the
roots of many conflicts lie in
poverty, inequality, under-
development and
hopelessness. But while
much of the world has
stepped up in solidarity with
the people of Ukraine, there

doubled.

The United Nations’ own life-saving oper-
ations are under severe strain. The World Food
Programme has warned that it faces the im-
possible choice of taking from the hungry to
feed the starving. It urgently needs $8 billion to
support its operations in Yemen, Chad and
Niger.

Some countries are already sliding from
vulnerability to crisis and serious social unrest.
And we know the roots of many conflicts lie in
poverty, inequality, under-development and
hopelessness. But while much of the world has
stepped up in solidarity with the people of
Ukraine, there is no sign of the same support
for the 1.7 billion other potential victims of this
war.

We have a clear moral duty to support
them, everywhere.

The Global Crisis Response Group on Food,
Energy and Finance thatIlaunched last month
aims todevelop coordinated solutions to these
interlinked crises, with governments, interna-
tional financial institutions and other key part-
ners. I thank the global leaders in all sectors
who are supporting this initiative.

Onfood, we are urging all countries to keep
markets open, resist hoarding and unjustified
and unnecessary export restrictions,and make
reserves available to countries at the highest
risk of hunger and famine. This is not the time
for protectionism. There is enough food for

On energy, the use of strategic stockpiles
and additional reserves could help to ease this
energy crisis in the short term. But the only
medium-and long-term solution is to acceler-
ate the deployment of renewable energy,
whichis notimpacted by market fluctuations.
This will allow the progressive phase-out of
coal and all other fossil fuels.

And on finance, the G20 and international
financial institutions must go into emergency
mode. They must find ways to increase liquid-
ity and fiscal space, so that governmentsinde-
veloping countries can invest in the poorest
and most vulnerable, and in the Sustainable
Development Goals. This should be a first step
towards deep reforms to our unfair global fi-
nancial system, which makes the rich richer
and the poor poorer. Social protection, includ-
ing cash transfers, will be essential to support
desperate families through this crisis. But many
developing countries with large external debts
donot have the liquidity to provide these safety
nets. We cannot stand by and watch, as they
are forced to choose between investing in their
people, and servicing their debt.

The only lasting solution to the war in
Ukraine and its assault on the poorest and most
vulnerable people in the world is peace. As the
United Nations works to support the innocent
victims of this war — both inside and outside
Ukraine —we call on the global community to
speak with one voice and support our plea for

is no sign of the same every country to get through thiscrisisifweact ~ peace.
1 together. Humanitarian appeals must be fully This war must end now.
S“IPP ort for thi 17 k,’llhonf funded, including for the World Food
other potential victims o Programme. We simply cannot allow people The writer is the United Nations
this war. to starve in the 21st century. Secretary-General
APRIL 16,1982, FORTY YEARS AGO
OPPOSITION UNITY She will finish them individually. and Kumbha Ram Arya.
THE CALL FOR a credible alternative to the
Congress-I through a programme of joint ac- Lox DAL CRISIS WHEAT PRICE

tion received overwhelming support on the
opening day of the convention of the Janata
Party, the Congress S and a faction of the Lok
Dal. The resolution incorporating the joint
action programme rallied for the establish-
ment of a unified leadership with a “com-
mon electoral strategy” to fight the coming
elections. The resolution was moved by
Madhu Dandavate (Janata) and seconded by
Ambika Soni (Congress-S). Nearly 11,000 del-
egates are participating at the convention.
Dandavate said that those who are opposed
to Mrs Gandhi have not been able to unite.

CHARAN SINGH'S RE-ENTRY into politics af-
ter a nine-day sanyas threatens to throw his
truncated Lok Dal into a fresh crisis. The so-
cialists led by Karpoori Thakur and George
Fernandes were moving towards a show-
down with Singh. Fernandes has threatened
to resign. Both leaders, who are reportedly
unhappy with Charan Singh’s tilt towards the
BJP, have tried for a patch-up between him
and the rebel leaders Biju Patnaik and Devi
Lal. Singh got the national executive’s en-
dorsement for the expulsion of Patnaik, Lal

New Delhi

THE PROCUREMENT PRICE for wheat has
beenset at Rs 142 a quintal, agriculture min-
ister Rao Birendra Singh told the Lok Sabha.
The decision means an increase of Rs 11 a
quintal.

DACOITS STRIKE

DACOIT PHOOLAN DEVI struck again on April
15, when she and her gang raided two houses
in Meerapur village of Jalaun district and took
away arifle and a 12-bore gun.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“For far too long, non-democratic forces have acted as spoilers and crippled
the progress of parliamentary democracy either by using political parties

against each other or directly subverting the political system.”
g Yy gthep Y

— DAWN

An Islamabad moment

Imran Khan's departure could signal the beginning of an era of a more constitutionally appropriate
judiciary and military in Pakistan — or it could not

=5 I T
MENAKA GURUSWAMY

ON APRIL 11, Imran Khan, Pakistan’s then
prime minister, lost a no-confidence motion
against his leadership and was forced to leave
office. This was the culmination of a week-
long, riveting political crisis, unfortunately,
all too familiar in Pakistan. First, a sitting
prime minister tried to dissolve parliament
when faced with a resurgent opposition.
Subsequently, the Supreme Court of Pakistan
intervened to hold the dissolution unconsti-
tutional and ordered parliament to proceed
with the vote of no-confidence. Imran Khan’s
Tehreek-e-Insaflost the vote, with the oppo-
sition gathering 174 votes in a 342-member
House. Imran Khan's dismissal continues a
long and inglorious tradition — no Pakistani
prime minister has ever completed their
constitutionally sanctioned five-year term.
Khan is the first PM to be voted out of office
by a no-confidence vote — a constitutionally-
sanctioned method. Others have been exe-
cuted, displaced by military coups, sent into
exile, or imprisoned. What explains this in-
stability of the Pakistani executive?

All elected governments in Pakistan must
contend with the military and the judiciary
tosurvive. Let’s start with the role of the mil-
itary. Apart from being a professional army,
the military is also the wealthiest commer-
cial player in Pakistan. In her influential book,
Military Inc., Ayesha Siddiga notes that the
military is one of Pakistan’s largest landown-
ers, controlling about 11.58 million acres of
land. Itis involved in a range of profitable ac-
tivities — wheat storage, fertiliser produc-
tion, oil and gas exploration and production,
sugar, rice and ginning mills, fish farms, and
bicycle manufacturing plants. These and
many other commercial ventures have made
the military financially independent from
other branches of the state. Siddiqa argues
that the Pakistani military has a commercial
incentive and fiscal independence to wield
political influence.

Pakistan’s military has had this power
since the country’s inception. The Pakistan
army’s first intervention into politics was as
early as 1958, led by General Ayub Khan, who
abolished the constitutional regime estab-
lished by the 1956 Constitution and estab-
lished what KJ Newman terms a “preventive
autocracy”. Subsequently, the military would
stage three coups in October 1958, July 1977,
and October 1999. These coups inevitably re-
sulted in the unconstitutional and uncere-
monious dismissal of elected prime minis-
ters and the obvious breakdowns in
constitutional functioning.

Yet, it is not only the military that has con-
tributed to the unstable parliamentary form
of government in Pakistan. The judiciary has
also contributed to the fragility of elected
prime ministers in the country. Soon after
the founding of Pakistan, on October 24,
1954, the governor-general dissolved the
Constituent Assembly (an elected body). The
governor-general had earlier dismissed the
East Bengali prime minister who enjoyed a
majority in Parliament. The federal court
(which would later become the supreme

court) upheld the dissolution in Maulvi
Tamizuddin Khan v Federation of Pakistan.
Chief Justice Muhammad Munir found in
favour of the governor-general, concluding
that the latter needed to give his assent to
provide legal authority to the actions of the
Constituent Assembly.

In 1977, the supreme court faced another
occasion to test constitutionalism in the con-
text of a military regime in the case of Begum
Nusrat Bhutto. Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto was imprisoned by Ziaul Haq, the
chief of staff of the army, who quickly de-
clared martial law. Begum Nusrat Bhutto,
Zulfikar’s wife, filed a petition before the
supreme court challenging the prime min-
ister’s detention on highly suspect charges
of murder. The court not only found the mil-
itary coup to be legal, but also did not pre-
vent the execution of PM Bhutto by the mil-
itary regime.

In contemporary times, Imran Khan’s
predecessor Nawaz Sharif was dismissed
from his position as prime minister by the
supreme court, in the case popularly called
the Panama Papers Scandal. The Panama
Papers, you will recall, listed the names of
many influential persons alleged to possess
secret bank accounts with enormous
amounts of money. Nawaz Sharif and his
family members allegedly had such bank ac-
counts. Hence, petitions were filed — includ-
ing by Imran Khan and his party — that
Nawaz Sharif was not “honest” or “ameen”
as warranted by Article 62 (1) (f) of the 1973
constitution. This constitutional provision

OPENING ARGUMENT

In 1977, the supreme court
faced another occasion to
test constitutionalism in the
context of a military regime
in the case of Begum Nusrat
Bhutto. Prime Minister
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto was
imprisoned by Ziaul Haq,
the chief of staff of the army,
who quickly declared martial
law. Begum Nusrat Bhutto,
Zulfikar’s wife, filed a
petition before the supreme
court challenging the prime
minister’s detention on
highly suspect charges of
murder. The court not only
found the military coup to be
legal, but also did not
prevent the execution of PM
Bhutto by the military

regime.

CR Sasikumar

would disqualify any member of parliament
who was found to be dishonest by a court of
law.

During the hearings, the supreme court
directed the setting up of a joint investiga-
tion team (JIT), with nominees from various
executive institutions. Eventually, the court
accepted the JIT conclusion that Nawaz Sharif
“is not honest in terms of section 99 (f) of the
Representation of People’s Act and Article 62
(1) (f) of the Constitution” and disqualified
him from membership of parliament. Hence,
Sharif also lost the position of prime minis-
ter.

Article 62 (1) (f) of the constitution itself
is a remnant from the days of General Zia,
who seized power through a military coup
in 1978 and remained president till his death
in a mysterious plane crash in 1988. He in-
stituted many constitutional and statutory
provisions apparently against corruption and
Islam. Surprisingly, civilian political parties
chose toretain this provision, not displaying
foresight that it could eventually be used
against them.

InImran Khan's case, the supreme court
clearly played a constitutionally appropriate
role, even if some critics allege that it may
have been influenced by the wishes of the
military. Whether this is the beginning of an
era of more constitutionally appropriate ju-
diciary and military in Pakistan remains to
be seen.

The writer is a senior advocate at the
Supreme Court of India

Misreading The Kashmir Files

Left-liberal critics are tone-deaf to changed political and cultural realities

ABHINAV KUMAR

FOR ALL those who thought that Partition and
the subsequent adoption of a democratic
Constitution had somehow settled the debate
about the idea of India, as something defined
by the values of “civic constitutionalism”, as
described recently by a former vice president
of India, the recent success of the film The
Kashmir Files must come as a rude shock.

The film has generated passionate debate
and a rather predictable response from the
traditional conscience keepers of our public
life on the left. They point to the historical in-
accuracies in the film, decry its supposedly
simplistic and voyeuristic portrayal of the
plight of the Kashmiri Pandits thatignores the
ongoing suffering of Kashmiri Muslims, and
denounce it as another attempt by the Hindu
Right to mangle the secularidea of India. They
alsosuggest that the filmisa diabolical assault
on the syncretic values espoused by the no-
tion of Kashmiriyat.

Alas, those of us who are directly involved
inmeeting the internal security challenges of
India cannot afford the luxury of indulging in
these flights of fancy about the very real chal-
lenges to the idea of India posed by the conflict
in Kashmir — a conflict that’s grown out of
more than seven decades of festering sepa-
ratism based on unchecked ethnic and reli-
gious chauvinism. After three decades of
bloody conflict, this separatism has now
dropped all pretence of being anything other
than a front for the ideology of Jihadi terror-
ism. It is an assault on not just the territorial

integrity of India, but also on the very idea of
Indiaasaninclusive, tolerant and liberal soci-
ety.Itis this assault on the idea of India that is
depicted in the movie. But our left-liberals are
so fixated on the threat to secularism from the
Hindu Right, that they have a complete blind
spot when it comes to acknowledging even
the possibility that secularismin India faces a
far graver challenge from Islamic fundamen-
talism, of which the conflictin Kashmiris the
most egregious example.

Do we term the violence and displace-
mentexperienced by the Kashmiri Pandits as
genocide? Compared to the very recent ex-
amples of the Jewish Holocaust and the mas-
sacre of Armenians by Turks, in the 20th
Century, it is certainly a misnomer. However,
itstill represents a very brazen and brutal ex-
ample of ethnic cleansing. Much has been
made by those attacking the film about the
failure of successive governments to ensure
justice and rehabilitation for the displaced
Kashmiri Pandits. But again there is a com-
plete silence about the ideology of hate that
allowed this persecution and displacementin
the first place, an ideology that has peddled
lies about Kashmiriyat to create a self-serving
narrative of conspiracy and victimhood.

Let’s be honest, Kashmiriyat was always a
bit of a fantasy. The recorded history of
Kashmir since medieval times is full of exam-
ples of mass conversions based on political co-
ercionand brute force. What happened to the
Panditsin the 1990s was nothing abnormal or

anomalous. Our Kashmiri Muslim citizens and
leftist intellectuals are in collective denial to
pretend that what happened to the Pandits in
Kashmir in the 1990s was a diabolical plot by
the then Government of India to defame
Kashmiriyat. Are we to believe that lakhs of
Kashmiri Pandits faked their persecution and
willingly left their livelihoods and homes to
take part in an enormous charade to malign
the Muslims of Kashmir? One would have to
be exceptionally gullible, or paranoid, or plain
twisted to peddle this narrative.

There is a tone that the film takes that is
jarring even to every proud Hindu who is a
patriotic Indian. Itis the belief that not a single
Kashmiri Muslim resisted the dominant nar-
rative of hatred. I cannot believe that even in
the middle of that collective madness, there
weren'’t a few Kashmiri Schindlers.

The violence against the Pandits in
Kashmir was not just something carried out
by a few fringe terrorists. It had the tacit sup-
portof large sections of the political class and
the civil society of the Valley. It is this tacit sup-
port that prevents the return of the Pandits to
Kashmir. Unless the now almost completely
Muslim-dominated civil society in the
Kashmir Valley questions its own twisted nar-
rative, acknowledges its complicity in the
plight of the Pandits, and weans off its addic-
tion to victimhood and Jihadi separatism,
peace isn’t coming anytime soon to Kashmir.

The popularity of The Kashmir Files must
also be seenin the larger context of the broad

public support for the dismantling, in August
2019, of the special constitutional status of
Kashmir that was based on Articles 35A and
370.The Constitution of India merely codifies
our secular ideals. They actually draw suste-
nance from centuries of cultural syncretism
that is at the heart of Hindu philosophy and
culture. It was this syncretic core that was truly
damaged by the persecution of Kashmiri
Pandits and their displacement.
Acknowledgement of this fact, as this film
does with typical Bollywood hyperbole, is es-
sential to any credible idea of India as well as
toany viable roadmap to ending the conflictin
Kashmir.

Our largely left-liberal elite has long ar-
gued that secularism in India faces an existen-
tial threat from the Hindu Right. For many
decades post Independence, this position
went largely unchallenged in both politics,
and in our larger public discourse. It is being
challenged in both domains now. This is what
happens when outdated ideologies fail to
adapt to ground realities. Vivek Agnihotri is
certainly no Satyajit Ray or even Manmohan
Desai. Nonetheless, denouncing the popular-
ity of The Kashmir Files as another example of
popular sentiment being misled and misfed
by Hindutva forcesis predictable. It is another
chapterin beingintellectually tone-deafto the
political and cultural realities of today’s India.

The writeris an IPS officer serving currently in
Uttarakhand. Views are personal

Same old test

CUET continues achievement-oriented approach
of assessment tests that has put pressure on
students without evaluating their reasoning skills

25|
Rama KANT
AGNIHOTRI

THE COMMON University Entrance Test
(CUET) is being lauded as providing a
level-playing field for entrants to under-
graduate courses. But the idea of a com-
puter-based test, involving only multiple-
choice questions (MCQs), is not all that
new. The Central Universities Common
Entrance Test attempted something sim-
ilar in 2010. It is not clear how such tests
sync with the NEP's thrust on “critical
thinking” through “inquiry-driven” and
“discovery-oriented” pedagogy. There
seems to be a clear disjunction between
teaching and assessment.

Even when examinations do not in-
volve MCQs, they are designed more for the
ease of the evaluators and hardly provide
any scope of critical engagement.
Whatever be the format, examination sys-
tems in the country end up causing great
stress to students and parents and perpet-
uating a lack of trust in the teachers who
actually work with students.

The idea that assessment should be an
integral part of the teaching-learning
process is nothing new. Constructive as-
sessment should actually constitute anin-
put to the curricular objectives, syllabus
design, and pedagogical practices. Given
the kind of policing that needs to be done
and the number of times examinations
have to be cancelled for one reason or an-
other, any healthy change in assessment
should be welcome. We have created a
world of assessment that is built on mis-
trust: In general, employers do not trust in-
stitutions of higher learning which, in turn,
treat school boards with suspicion.
Teachers and students are the final victims
in this ecosystem of mistrust. Getting out of
this rut requires assessment strategies that
are centred on students without compro-
mising on the need to provide them a solid
grounding in the basics of subjects.

It is the community of teachers alone
that can assess the abilities of their stu-
dents reliably and contribute towards
breaking the homogeneity, anxiety and
boredom of existing testing mechanisms.
One way out of the impasse is to switch to
open book assignments and the projects
mode that has a more relaxed time frame.
In the process, students will be tested on
their comprehension and writing skills, the
ability to synthesise information, critical
and rational thinking capacities, and their
potential to arrive at imaginative conclu-
sions. This calls for the professionalisation
of teacher education including honing their
digital skills and their immediate with-
drawal from non-academic engagements
such as the mid-day meal programmes,
election duties, and census work. There is
no substitute for face-to-face teaching-
learning but online access to different kinds
of materials and audio and video resources
does add additional value to learning.

Scholars of education have tradition-
ally made a distinction between achieve-

ment tests and proficiency tests. The for-
mer focus on what has been taught accord-
ing to a prescribed syllabus while the latter
focus on what has actually been acquired in
the domain of knowledge through class-
room transactions. The achievement test
scores normally indicate the extent to
which the learner has mastered the pre-
scribed textbooks. Even after she has
passed the Class XII examination with dis-
tinction, a student may not be equipped to
critically examine the claims made by a
scholar, propose alternative hypotheses
and initiate a new line of rational enquiry.

The focus on achievement-oriented
testsis one reason for the failure of the ed-
ucation system. There is indeed a rather
unjustified, cold rationale behind this exer-
cise: If students have been taught X, there
must be evidence to show that they have
learnt that in the time frame we decide. We
know that acquisition of knowledge does
not happen in such a linear and additive
way — the human mind cuts across several
trajectories in the process of acquiring a
given concept. However, conceptual clar-
ity and critical enquiry is not the focus of
such achievement tests.

The annual examinations, including for
Classes X and XII, are achievement-ori-
ented. So are all competitive examinations
including the JEE, NEET and IISER, except
they require a student to answer MCQs at
reckless speed. The CUET will be no differ-
ent. Tuition centres call the shots in the
board examinations and coaching institutes
play a big role in a student's success in the
competitive examinations. The focus here is
againon practice and speed. They have nei-
ther the capacity nor the time for concep-
tual clarity or proficiency enhancement.

The focus of proficiency exercises
should be on tasks that draw out the
learner’s imaginative and creative poten-
tial. She should be able to build fresh hy-
potheses in response to the issues being
raised, examine the validity of alternative
proposals through a process of rational en-
quiry and articulate a coherent response to
the issue at hand. Policy and curricular doc-
uments do use these words but they never
unpack them.

The foundations of any significant level
of proficiency in any domain of knowledge
can only be conceptual clarity. It can be
built by students and teachers jointly en-
gaging in a process of enquiry, constantly
questioning what is written in textbooks.
Indeed, the focus of teacher intervention
must be to enable her students to question
what she herself says. Students working
under such a plan of action would under-
take assignments and projects that would
be exploratory in nature demanding higher
levels of cognitive engagement. Students
may build grade-appropriate portfolios of
assignments and projects that would be
evaluated by the community of teachers at
school. The evaluation conducted in col-
laboration with students should be avail-
able in the public domain. Such an assess-
ment should constitute the basis for
admission to any institution of higher
learning. Based on this, the community of
teachers at each institute of higher learning
could hold interviews to admit the re-
quired number of students.

The author retired from Delhi University
and is currently Professor Emeritus, Vidya
Bhawan Society, Udaipur

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COOLING NEEDS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial. 'Sour les-
son' (IE, April 15). The insufficiency of
the organised cold storage network and
its allied supply chain infrastructure has
been a bottleneck in realising the full
potential of our leverages in the agricul-
tural sector. The organised grocery
chains, both in the online and offline
retail space, have been able to channel
investment into adding up cold
storage space in the country. There’s a
huge potential for giant players in the
logistics industry to scale up their
warehouse facilities, add necessary
cold storage infrastructure, and
cater to the organised grocers as their
independent third-party supply-chain
partners. With this, the organised play-
ers can free up their capital from
logistics toretail, their core businessin-
terests. And an organised logistics in-
dustry gets the necessary incentive to
develop cost-effective solutions for this
sector.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Barasat

ONLY FOR ELITE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A fuller
learning’ (IE, April 14). While the inten-
tion and object of the reform to allow
pursuing two degrees simultaneously
is noble, I fail to understand how stu-
dents would manage multiple courses
at a time. The impact on the quality of
education itself is also questionable.

Another concern is regarding the ask-
ing for multiple degrees becoming the
norm by the recruiters, and the poor
and unprivileged would suffer who
could not afford to pursue multiple de-
grees. Higher education in India is very
swiftly turning into rich men’s privi-
lege, and degrees are turning into com-
modities.

Saurav Kumar, Delhi

PROPHETIC WORDS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Babasaheb
vsintolerance’(IE, April 14). The writer
isabsolutely right: As predicted by Dr B
R Ambedkar, the minorities in India are
not treated equally before the law and
are frequently discriminated against
openly by the right-wing parties and
their supporters. This situation wors-
ened after the BJP came to power at the
Centre with a thumping majority in
2014 and again in 2019, with a bigger
mandate. In BJP-ruled states, Muslims
are completely at the receiving end. A
passive judiciary and the lack of unity
among the opposition parties, which
are at loggerheads more with each
other than with the all-powerful BJP,
are responsible for this to a great ex-
tent. What is really dispiriting is that
even the Left, which should be at the
forefront of fighting for the minorities’
rights and equal treatment, is itself in
complete disarray.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I Anurag Kudaisya S/o Subhash
Chandra Kudaisya R/0 A-35,
Retreat Apartments, Plot
No.20, I.P Extn, Delhi-110092,
declare vide affidavit no. IN-
DL13675235497339U dated 02-
April-2022, that due to aclerical
error, spelling of my surname
was wrongly entered as
Kudasiya in my educational
documents and some other
documents. Therefore, | hereby
declare that Anurag Kudaisya
and Anurag Kudasiyais one
and the same person and
Kudaisyais the correct spelling
of my surname. 0040610139-1

I Paraskumar Prakashchandra
Rajput S/o Prakashchandra N
Rajput R/0 B-1, Mirambica
Society, Near Shakuntal
Apartment, DahejBy Pass
Road, Bharuch, Gujarat-392001,
have changed my nameto
Paras Prakashchandra Rajput

0070781250-1

IDinesh Chand S/o Govardhan
R/0 103 Kotla Panjaba, Station
Road, Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh
-283203 have changed my
name Dinesh Chandra

0040610149-1

IINTZARS/O ISLAM, R/0
Latifpur, Saharanpur, Nakur,
Uttar Pradesh - 247342, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as SAMEER
KHAN. 0070781256-1

I,hitherto Known as Seema
Patle,D/o-Chandrabhan
Patle,W/o-Narendra
Lonare,residing at 103,Type-IV-
B,Lok Sabha Secretariat
Residential Complex,Sector-
2,R.K.Puram,New Delhi,have
changed my,name and shall
hereafter be known as Seema
Lonare,W/O-Narendra Lonare.It
is certified that | have complied
with other legal requirements
in this connection.

0040610152-3

I,Virender S/o0 Munshi Ram
AroraR/0245,Bharat
Apartment, Sector-13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Virender Arora.

0040610136-5

I,Sumit S/o Ashok Dewan R/o C-
2/601 The Legend, Sushant Lok-
3,Sector-57, Gurgaon
Haryana,Have change my
name Sumit Dewan,
permanently. 00406101631

I,Siimee Trikha,W/o
Late.Praveen Trikha R/o-Flat
No-1650,Tower-G,11th-Avenue
Gaur City-2,Greater Noida
West,U.P-201009,Have changed
my name Simmi Trikha.
Permanently. 0040610163-2

1,SUSHMA D/O Subhash
ChandraR/O RZ-212,Block-
A,Najafgarh,Delhi-110043
changed my name to SUSHMA
YADAV.

0040610136-2

I,ROOPA RANI,W/0. HARPREET
SINGH ADD-B.321,T/F FLOOR
HARI-NAGAR SOUTH
WEST,DELHI-110064,changed
my name to RUPINDER KAUR,
permanently.

0040610152-2

I,Pyuk S/o0 Satish Kumar R/o
H.N0-17/327 Trilok Puri Delhi-
110091 have changed my name
to Paras Vaid.

0040610136-9

I,Parveen Kumar Garg,S/0O.Late
Jai Parkash-Garg R/0O,B-
1/267,2nd-Floor Paschim
Vihar,New Delhi-110063,have
changed my nameto Parveen
Garg.

0040610136-10

I,Manpreet Kaur D/o0 Gurmindar
Singh, R/0-1/5899 Kabool
Nagar,Shahdara Delhi-
110032,Have Changed My
Name To Manpreet Kaur
Parmar,For All Purposes.

0040610136-3

I,Manjay Mahto,S/o Fate
Mahto,R/0 D-252, Gali.No.54,
Mahavir-Enclave Part- 3, Uttam
Nagar New Delhi-
110059,Declare that Fate Mahto
and Fate Bahadur both are
same Person,and Correct-
D.0.Bis-05/07/1974.

0040610152-1

I,Krishna Devi Gupta W/o
Shankar Lal R/010/311, Block-
10, JJT DDA Flats, Kalkaji,New
Delhi-110019 have changed my
name to Krishna Devi.

0040610136-4

1,KM Jyoti D/O Raj Kumar R/O
H.No C-76 2nd-Floor Karampura
Delhi-110015 to have changed
my name to Jyotiforall
purposes.

0040610136-8

l, Sushma Sharma D/0 Bodh Raj
Sharma, R/0 HN0-1984 Lodhi
Road Complex Lodhi Road H.O
Delhi-110033. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Sushmaa Ssharma.

0070781262-1

1, Sushma Dvevedi W/o Somdutt
Duevedi,R/0-D-5/5, Second-
Floor Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-
110007, have changed my name
to Suman Duevedi
Permanently. 0040610126-2

I, Sulekh Singh Malik S/o Shri
Mohan Lal R/o H.N:-50, Village,
P.0.-Masoodpur, Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi-110070, have
changed my name to Sulekh
Malik.

0070781266-1

I, Bhagwant Rani W/o Late Shree
Teerath Chand R/0 B-114-B,
Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019. have
changed my name from
BHAGWANT RANI to
BHAGWANTI RANI for all future
purposes. | do hereby declare
that BHAGWANT RANI &
BHAGWANTI RANI is one and
the same personi.e. myself.

0040610147-1

I, Ashutosh Pathak S/O Rajendra
Kumar Pathak, R/o H.No-5/75
FF, Shivaji Nagar, Near Thakaral
Nursing Home, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001. | have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Prashvita Pathak
aged about 9 Years and She
shall hereafter be known as
Tanviika Pathak. 0070781238-1

I, Shivangi Parecha D/O Sunil
Parecha, R/0 694, Jhokan Bagh,
Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh- 284001.
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Vaani Gajwani.  0070781240-1

l, Sham Vaid S/O Kasturi Lal,R/0
368/22, Durga Colony, Rohtak,
Haryana-124001, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Sham Sunder.

0070781259-1

I, Shailendra Singh Rawat S/O
Mahavir Singh Rawat, R/o Flat
No-2916/29, Floor Orchid
Tower, SKA Greenarch, Sector
16B Greater Noida West,
Opposite Nirala Aspire,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201310. Declare that
Name of My Father has been
wrongly written as Mahbir
Singh Rawat in my Passport
No- P9672045. The actual name
of My Father is Mahavir Singh
Rawat, which may be amended
accordingly. 0070781260-1

I, Ruchi, W/O Raman Deep
Sandhu R/o0 A-26/A,Ram Nagar,
Om Vihar, Uttam Nagar, West
Delhi- 110059. have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Ruchi Singh.

0070781247-1

I, Rakesh Kumar Tanwar S/0
Fateh Singh Tanwar, R/0o H No-
31,Shyam Nagar, Okhla Phase-
3,0khla Industrial Estate,
Delhi-110020, Declare that
name of Mine has been
wrongly written as Rakeshin
my minor Son Dhruv Tanwar,
aged about 13 Years, In his
Birth Certificate Registration
N0-13943, that name of mine
and my wife has been wrongly
written as Rakesh Tanwar and
Deep Mala Tanwar in his School
Record. The actual name of
Mine and my wife are Rakesh
Kumar Tanwar and Deepmala.
Itis certified that | have
complied with other legal
requirementsin this
connection. 0070781258-1

l, Samiran Chakrabarty S/OSN
Chakraborty, R/0 A- 402,
Krishna Kunj, Nasirpur Dwarka
Sec- 1A, Palam Village, South
West Delhi- 110045, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Samiran
Chakraborty. 0070781251-1

I, Vijay Kumar Agrawal S/O
Bishambar Nath Agrawal, R/0
30B, Jagannath Puri, Near
Janam Bhumi, Mathura, Uttar
Pradesh- 281001, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Vijay Kumar
Gupta. 0070781265-1

l, Pushpa Jain W/0 Arun Kumar
DagaR/o House No- C-142,
Second Floor, Yojna Vihar, East
Delhi- 110092. have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Pushpa Devi Daga

0070781241-1

I, Nitin Sachdeva S/O Naresh
Kumar Sachdeva, R/0 3242A.
Mahendra Park, Rani Bagh,
Saraswati Vihar, North West
Delhi- 110034. | have changed
the name of my minor Son
Kabeer Sachdevaaged about 4
Years and He shall hereafter be
known as Kabeerr Sachdeva.

0070781255-1

I,NijaMuddin S/0 Sansar,R/0 H
No- 270, Rangpuri Malikpur
Kohi, Mahipalpur, South West
Delhi- 110037, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Nijamuddin.

0070781239-1

I, Manju Vohra W/o Late Shri
Mukesh Vohra R/o House
No0.99, Ground Floor, BG-
7,Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-
110063, have changed my name
from Manju Bala Vohra to
Manju Vohra for all future
purpose including my Passport
No. M4418082.

0040610138-1

I, Lokendra Kumar Gera S/o
Somnath Gera,R/0-1006
Mahavir CGHS-Ltd,Plot.No-5a
Sector-22, Dwarka, Delhi-
110075 have changed my name
to Lokendra Gera Permanently.

0040610126-1

I,Jugender Singh,S/o Mohan
Lal,R/0-Vpo-Bamadiyaka,
Deeghot,Palwal Haryana-
121105,Inform That Given name
Jugender and surname Singh.

0040610163-3

I,Harjeet Singh,R/0 J-11/2, East
Vinod Nagar,Delhi-110091,have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Parneet Kaur
Ghotrato Parneet Kaur,forall
Purposes.

0040610136-1

I,DEEPAK KUMAR TALWAR S/O
HANS RAJ TALWAR,R/0 KF/D-13,
New Kavi-Nagar,
Ghaziabad(UP) have changed
my name to DEEPAK TALWAR.

0040610136-6

I,ARADHANA BHASKAR
W/OBHUPENDRAA PRRASAD
R/0 B-1834,Gate.No.6, Delhi Jal
BoardOffice, Vasant
Kunij,Delhi,have changed my
name to ARADHANA PRASAD.

0040610136-7

l, Jayasree A.M, W/O
Sreenivasan
Narangampurathu
Vidyadharan Nair R/0 D18/602,
Ireo Victory Village, Sector 67,
Badshapur, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122101. have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Jayasree Sreenivasan.

0070781261-1

l, G Mahidhar Rao S/O G. Tushar
Rao, R/o0 C-81, Neeti Bagh, Near
Father Agnel School, New
Delhi- 110049, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Mahidhar Rao
Gadela.

0070781267-1

I, GBrahmakrit Rao S/0 G.
Tushar Rao, R/0 C-81, Neeti
Bagh, Near Father Agnel
School, New Delhi- 110049,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Brahmakrit Rao Gadela.

0070781254-1

1, Ajab Singh S/0 Shishpal Singh,
R/0295, Near Peer Baba,
Shrfabad, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201301, Declare that name of
Mine and My Wife has been
wrongly written as Ajab Singh
Yadav and Seema Yadavin my
minor Son Varun Kumar Yadav,
aged about 14 Years Year, In his
School Record. The actual
name of Mine and My Wife are
Ajab Singh and Seema, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070781249-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY INFORMED
THAT MY CLIENTS SH. RAMPATI S/O SH.
ATTAR SINGH AND HIS WIFE SMT.
BRINDA YADAV BOTH RESIDENT OF
B-11/38, SECTOR-18, ROHINI, NORTH
WEST, DELHI-110089 HAVE SEVERED ALL
THEIR RELATIONS WITH THEIR SON SH.
YASH YADAV AND HIS WIFE MS. ROSHNI
R/O D-411, THIRD FLOOR, GALI NO.4,
BURARI ROAD SWAROOP NAGAR, DELHI-
110042 DUE TO HIS BAD HABITS/
BEHAVIOUR, BOTH OF MY ABOVE NAMED
CLIENTS HAVE ALSO DISOWNED AND
DEBARRED THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER-
IN-LAW FROM ALL THEIR MOVABLE OR
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES. ANYBODY
DEALING WITH SH. YASH YADAV AND HIS
WIFE SMT. ROSHNI WILL DO SO AT
HIS/HER THEIR OWN RISK AND
RESPONSIBILITIES. AND MY CLIENTS
WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY
ACT, DEED OR DEALING DONE BY YASH
YADAV AND HIS WIFE MS. ROSHNI

Sd/-
DEEPAK KAUSHIK (Advocate)
En. No D/1164/09
Chamber No. 314, Lawyer's Chamber,
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO THE PUBLIC AT
LARGE THAT my client Pushpa
Sethi, W/o Late Sh. Jagdish Sethi,
R/o H. NO. 10779, Gali No - 14,
Andha Mughal, Pratap Nagar Delhi,
110007, have disowned her son
Deepak Sethi and His Family
members Indu Sethi (daughter in
law) Sahil Sethi (grandson), Nikita
Sethi (grandson’s wife), Malvika
Dhingra (Grand-daughter), from her
moveable and immovable property
out of her free will and consent as
they are not up-to-her temperament
and is not obedient to her. And are
beyond her control and supervision
so she severed all her relations with
them and disowned them from all her
inheritance absolutely and forever.

Sd/- M.K. Arora (Advocate)
Ch. No. 381, 1st Floor,
Western Wing, Tis Hazari Court

IRuchika W/0, Kushagr Soin R/0
H.no.28, Second Floor, Street
No. 10, Pratap Nagar, Delhi-
110007 have changed my name
to Ruchika Soin for all
purposes. 0040610146-1

I Brijesh Devi W/0 Dinesh
Chandra R/0 103 Kotla Panjaba,
Station Road, Firozabad, Uttar
Pradesh -283203 have changed
my name Brijesh Kumari

0040610148-1

LOST & FOUND

ISubrat Dam S/o Late Shri R.M.
Dam, have Lost Two
Documentsi.e Allotment
Letter & Possession Letter
dated-11.07.2005 Related to My
flat. No.B-502, Swasthya
Enclave Sahkari Awas Samiti
Ltd. Situated at Plot. no. GH-05,
Sector-5, Vasundhara
Ghaziabad, U.Pif find please
inform SBIRACPC-02, Sector-62
Noida. 0070781268-1

We have lost Relinquishment
Deed dated-14.12.2012in
favour of Anil Kaushal and
Sanjay Kaushal both,S/o
Parshotam Lal inrespect of
property no.FB-6,Tagore-
Garden,New Delhi-110027.FIR
has beenlodged vide LR
N0.254662/2022 dated-
26.03.2022.1f anyone found
he/she may contact/returnto
us on our address.FB-6,Tagore
Garden,New Delhi-110027.+91-
9811146634. 0040610152-5

SERVICES

ASTROLOGY

Future Predictions / Remedies
with full responsibility under
Consumer Protection Act of
India. Double Refund of fee if
wrong. Get All in writing from
DK Puri Astrologer. Chandigarh
/ Zirakpur.9316118976
astrologer_dkpuri@yahoo.co
m Fee is Rs.1500/-.

0050195309-1

Contact P.D.Kumar Astrologer
for expert future guidelines
and most accurate solution for
health, marriage, career etc.
Mail at
astrologer_kumar@yahoo.co
m for complete details.
Satisfaction assured.

0050194439-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT PANKAJ SABHARWAL
S/o B.N Sabharwal INTENDS TO one
SHOP BUILT ON TWO SIDE OPEN
BEARING PRIVATE NO. 4194/6 ON
GROUND FLOOR HAVING SIZE
MEASURING 9'4" X 14'6" (11.89 SQ
MTRS) WARD NO. XIII SITUATED IN
GALI AHIRAN PAHARI DHIRAJ
SADAR BAZAR DELHI- 110006 TO BE
LEGAL HEIR OF ABOVE SAID
PROPERTY. ANYONE HAVING
OBJECTION OR CLAIM )
REQUESTED TO CONTACT AT
9811039103 WITHIN 07 DAYS, WITH
DOCUMENTED SUPPORT OF THEIR
OBJECTION OR CLAIM.
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No D/748/2014
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VIKASDEEP SHARMA

ADVOCATE

E.NO.: D/1011/2008

CHAMBER NO. 522, DWARKA COURT

NEW DELHI-110075

M: 9911994525

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my
client Mrs. Madhu Malti Saini W/o Late Dr.
Shiv Kumar Saini, R/o D-126. Freedom
Fighter Enclave, IGNOU Road, Neb Sarai,
New Delhi-110068, has revoked all her
previous Will/Testament/Codicils including
registered Will dated 16.07.2021, by

ion and r ion of C: 1
of Will, duly registered as No. 669, Book
No. 4, Vol. 741 on pages 175 to 178,
registered on 07.04.2022 in the office Sub-

Registrar VA, Hauz Khas, New Delhi and
has executed a fresh Will dated 5.4.2022,
duly registered vide Registration No. 484
in Book No. 3, Vol. No. 627 on page 184 to
187, registered on 05.04.2022, in the
office of Sub-Registrar VA, Hauz Khas,
New Delhi, favouring her daughter Mrs.
Sarika Sabharwal, vide which she has
been bequeathed entire immovable
property bearing No. D-126, Freedom
Fighter Enclave, IGNOU Road, Neb Sarai,
New Delhi-110068.
Sd/- (M.A. Hashmi)
Enrolled No. D/1028/2002 ~ Advocate
169, Patiala House Courts, New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, Digmohan Singh S/o
Birendra Singh Negi
have changed my name
to Digmohan Negi S/o
Birendra Singh Negi
R/o Il RM 50, Sector 2,
Rajendra Nagar,
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad
U.P. — 201005 for all
future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my client(s)
isfare interested to buy Property Bearing No.186,
Block-R, Greater Kailash Part-1, New Delhi-48 wherein
(1) Entire Basement & (2) Ground Floor & (3) 32.5%
Stilt Area along with 32.5% undivided, indivisible and
impartible ownership rights in the freehold land under|
neath measuring are 222 Sq. Yards, presently owned
& Possessed by M/S. L N Sales Pvt. Ltd by virtue of|
Sale Deed vide Regd. No. 8455 dated 03.12.2019,
SR-Delhi & as per owner version the said property
[Flat isfare free from all sorts of encumbrances.

It is hereby notified that any person or entity,
firm/ company, Bank, HUF/ Member of HUF, financial
institution having any claim, any charge, interest or|
lien or claim on the basis of documents &/or objection
to thereof, he/ she/ they may lodge /notify the same
to the undersigned with documentary proof/ court
judgement within 15 days from the day of publication
of this public notice, failing which any further /future
claim/ objection(s) shall be rejected & my client/
prospective buyer(s) as a bona-fide purchaser conclude
the title/ Sale Deed proposed to be executed in favor
of my client(s) or in the name of his/her/their nominees
shall be deemed to be clear & marketable without|
any defect, encumbrances, flaw & impediment.
Mithilesh Kumar (Advocate) Ch. No. 717
District Courts Rohini, Delhi- 85 # 9810593109

PUBLIC NOTICE

All concerned our hereby informed that my
client Onkar Nath Thakur S/o Nakul Thakur
and Kalpana Thakur, R/o Khillat Chandra
Ghosh Lane, Burdhanath, Bamkali Gali,
Bhagalpur, jagdishpur, Bhagalpur, Bihar-
812001, have severed all their relations
and connection with their son named
Kumar Gaurav Thakur, aged 36 years and
debarred him from all the movable and
immovable properties, as he proved to be
most disrespectful, disobedient and
harmful towards my client and their family.
My client and their family members shall
not be responsible for any legal or illegal
activities of their son. In future anybody
deals with the son of my client in any
manner whatsoever, my aforesaid client
shall not be liable for any consequences of
the said dealings. Any dealings with the
son of my aforesaid client shall be done at
the risk and cost of person who deals with
them.
Sd/- SOURABH SINGH TOMER
Enrl No. D/3684/17  ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 292A, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

G WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

(Advertised E-Tendering
Tender Notice No.DY.CE-II(C)/
BPL/Bina-KTE/10/2022 Dated 12.04.2022

Tender Notice
E-Tender [Single packet system] on
behalf of the President of India acting
through Dy Chief Engineer -Il
[Construction], West Central Railway,
Bhopal for the following works.

DY.CE-II(C)/Bina-KTE/10
Description of work : Construction of Pl
building at Damoh and Bandakpur &
other ancillary facilities between Aslana
to Ghatera stations in connection with
proposed 3rd line between Bina-KTE
section, Approx. cost of tender : Rs.
Earnest Money (Rs):
5,97,700.00, Date of opening of tender:
06.05.2022 at 15.00 hrs. Completion
period 15 (Fifteen) months including
harvest &monsoon period.

The complete information of above E-
Tender is available in website IREPS
(www.ireps.gov.in) and also placed on
the notice board of the office of Dy
CE/C/BPL. Tenders other than in the form
of e-bids shall not be accepted against

Dy Chief Engineer-ll [Constn]
X AT & ARM RerEad 2q 138 W
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‘= GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED
Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, Racecourse,
Vadodara-390007 PBX : (0265) 2310582-86,
Web : www.guvnl.com

PUBLIC

GUVNL has filed Petition No.2
GERC for approval of deviat

by Ministry of Power, Govern
tofpower from grid connected

Regulatory Commission, 6th Fl

Petitioner on or before 26.04

Date: 16-04-2022

NOTICE

069 of 2022 before the Hon'ble
ions from Guidelines for tariff

based competitive bidding process dated 03.08.2017 notified

ment of India for procuremen
Solar PV Power projects. The

interested stakeholders/objectors may file their objections/
suggestions in the Petition to the Secretary, Gujarat Electricity

oor, GIFT ONE, Road 5C, Zone

5, GIFT City, Gandhinagar - 382355 in five copies along with
affidavit in support of their submissions with a copy to the

.2022. The date of hearing is

scheduled by the Hon'ble Commission on 27.04.2022 at 11:30
A.M. The petition is uploaded on www.guvnl.com.

General Manager (RE & IPP)

MPORTAN |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARVANA =0 <9

SR.| NAME OF

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

OPENING DATE | AMOUNT/EMD

WEBSITE OF THE

NODAL OFFICER/CON-

JURISDICTION OF 10

UPTO 11 KV UNDER THE

TION CIRCLES OF UHBVN

NO. BOARD/ CLOSING DATE | (APPROX.) IN BOARD CORP./AUTH TACT DETAILS/EMAIL
CORP./AUTH (TIME) RUPEES
1. EMPANELMENT OF etenders.hry.nic.in
13.04.2022 0172- 2570431
UHBVN | ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 0.50 )
FOR ELECTRICAL WORKS 09.05.2022 LAKH cepdc@uhbvn.org.in

OPERA-

9008/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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‘= GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED
Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, Racecourse,
Vadodara-390007 PBX : (0265) 2310582-86,
Web : www.guvnl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

GUVNL invites tenders for procurement of power through
Competitive Bidding (followed by e-reverse auction) from 500
MW Non-Park based Solar Power Projects with Greenshoe
option of additional 500 MW through RfS No. GUVNL / 500 MW
/ Solar (Phase XIV) dated 16.04.2022.For tender documents
please visit the website www.bharat-electronictender.com and

Date: 16-04-2022

www.guvnl.com. The last date of bid submission is 18.05.2022.
General Manager (RE & IPP)

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, RAPDRP (A)

VAISH TECHNICAL INSTITUTE. ROHTAK

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Priecipad, Vash Teckebal laninge Relpk inaips ool waekas Tiom the regadgel ionwa i oy bodding edfd lcores, Fegsyanie
Cenifae fon Labour Depanreed, Hanens fof providie g sodomen Choskiadsncnm:Sewadar, 5551 Kommebar, Mals, Clefkum-DEs &

Elecriickan @ VT Ebik fof thet v i D022 17
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HARYANA KAUSHAL ROZGAR NIGAM LIMITED

{Registered under Companies Act, 201.3)

KALSHAL BHAWARN, IP-2, SECTOR-3, PANCHKULA,
Wiebsite: hkml iltharyana gow.in

FILLING P OF VACAWT POSTS ON CONTRACT BARES
Agplicalions ae inviled far §ing up of the falkowing Ssmporary pasts in Haryama Kaushal Rozgar
Higam Liziled &t Fanchiuls on contract besi for a period of one year.-

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION DIVISION S [HomediPesi | Nos | Esseedal ClussicaRons for Cortradindl Spmcinirnon] A ]
KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED (KPDCL) I 4 I
PDD COMPLEX BEMINA, SRINAGAR T 1 ot o T Aneltaed Do |
E-mail: ceo.rapdrp.a@gmail.com Tel No: 0194-2490821 Fax No: 0194-2490829 1. | Depuly  General | §3 | MEAIn IT Management or MBA i IT. Syslems of (Consalidated Pay
Extension Notice No. 2 Manager [Businees MTech & B.Tech in Computer Scence, passed of fis. 75,0000 per
To elicit better response, the last date for submission of e-bids g el : it A Ry e L
against this office e-NIT no. CE (D)) KPDCL/ 04 of 2021-22 Coordinamon Lrihmmay, ."“é"':f b :53;5&'%;3"'” "i:‘:‘”‘"'-‘r 6’;’2‘;1""3"“"'
dated 22/02/2022 issued for "Annual Maintenance Contract of EKTEHIETION. UL sCATHTH LT Braity B AL
Critical Equipment (Hardware) and Procurement of Software Scheduied bank. at the level of Execuive! Officar incremmenl,
Licenses and Support for Applications Installed in DC - = e
Established at Srinagar and DRC Established at Jammu" and 2 |Deputy Gemeral | 01 | MBA in Human Resource. Finance or Imemational .l
hosted on  www.jktenders.gov.in  vide tender ID Manager (Susinass Business & Marketing, passed thrcush regular modo
2022_PDD_163231_1, is hereby extended as per the following Oovelopment & frem ay - recognized  University, with 05 years
schedule: Coondinaton) feleaanl  working  mperence 0 Govemment
Extended Last date and time for Submission | 21/04/2022: 02:00 PM SEFSUGsheduled bank, al [he kel of Eweculimel
of online bid Ceficer.
Extended Dat d ti fi i f 23/04/2022: 02:00 PM | . 1 = @
the Tochnical bid e toropening o _ Desirable: Master Degree in Compuler Apgisation, .
The Terms of Reference (ToR) for submitting the e-bid along with A | Deputy  Generad | 01 | MEA i Human Researcs passed lhicugh mequis -do-
details regarding Scope, Eligibility and Application procedure shall Manzzer [Admin & moda from amy Unaarsity, with 05 years. mleanl
Ler_“cigut:‘c‘jg:ig‘e' Sd/- Humin Riscurce) warking experience in Govemment’
D:t'ed:os/omzoéz Chief Executive Officer SPEULUnnmrsEy ar any Scheduled bank, a1 the lovel
DIPK-NB-276 IT&C Division, KPDCL of Expoutive Cfcesd Officer
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE Desirable: Degres in Compuisr Applicaliond T

OF ACCUSED PERSON

(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Rishabh Jain @ Pankaj S/o Rajender Jain R/o
H. No. - WZ 1391/27B, Nangal Raya, New Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case F.I.R. No. 153/2018 U/S 380/411 IPC dated 17.05.2018
P.S. Sagarpur, New Delhi and it has been returned to a
Warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Rishabh Jain @ Pankaj can not be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Rishabh Jain @ Pankaj has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused person
Rishabh Jain @ Pankaj of F.LR. No. 153/2018 U/S
380/411 IPC dated 17.05.2018 P.S. Sagarpur, New Delhi

Hate: Upper age showld not be mare than 42 years s on 01,04,2022,

Caled:15 04 2022

Inlerested elighle candidafes cam zpply In The prescribed frmat |avalssie on hkemlilharyana.govn
wehbsile} within 20 cdays frat Lhe dale of [esuance of this advertsement 1o he undersigned alang wilh the
cozees of Iher educalioraliespenents cerlifeaies,

S31/HRY

Chief Execulive Officer

| HARYANA KAUSHAL ROZGAR NIGAM LIMITED

(Registered under Companies Acl, 2013)
KAUSHAL BHAWAN, IP-2, SECTOR-3, PANCHKLULA.
Website: hkml.itiharyana.gow.in

FILLING LIP OF YACANT POSTS ON DEPUTATION BASIS
Applicztions are imited for filling up of the fofowing lempovany posts in Harpana Kaushal Rooger
Higamn Limited at Panchkuls on depulalion bags wilslly for g perisd of oo year-

submission of bid through online are given in NIT.
corrigendum, if any, at a future date.

23534746, Tel: 040- 2353 2800, email: contracts@nmdc.co.in

For accessing the bid document from MSTC, bidder has to register as ‘New Vendor’ at MSTC website
link  https://www.mstcecommerce.co.in/eprochome/nmdc/buyer_login.jsp and search the Tender
Number NMDC/HO/3/22-23 /ET/52. For further help, refer to ‘Vendor Guide’ given in MSTC website.

The bidders are requested to submit their bids online through MSTC Limited website. The details of
The bidders on regular basis are required to visit the NMDC website/ CPP portal/ MSTC website for
For further clarification, CGM (Contracts), NMDC Ltd., Hyderabad can be contacted on fax: 040-

Chief General Manager (Contracts)

is required to appear before this court to answer the said 51, | Name of Post Wes | Essenaal Qualficalions for depulaton Fay
complaint on or before dated 27.05.2022 —— _ |
By Order 1. | Genaral Manager 01 | Officer aquialers In Joim Cineclor or Addilonal | Qwn Pay
_ Ms Manu Shree [Business Developmen| & DFpctor ~ working i DopartmantBoany’ o
DP/1129/SW/2022- Metropolitan Magistrate-03, T diation Comporstan Siale University alz under the Goul.
(Court Matter) Patiala House Court, New Delhi | of Haryara
2, | Generl Managet 01 | Cffigear equraale? o Jein! Cireclor o Addlianal oioe
H H {Admenisrason) Deector wiking i OepardmerhBoan’
N M Dc LI mltEd Comperation! Slate LUniversity ale. undar the Got.
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISE) of Haryana
‘Khanij Bhavan’, 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, - ' Sl - —— |
Masab Tank, Hyderabad - 500 028 1 General Manager (France] | 01 Cificer eguivaienl Lo Chisl Acoounts Offcar fnam -3 |
CIN: L13100TG1958G0I001674 | Hargana Boberdnale Accounls Services (HEAS) |!
CONTRACTS DEPARTMENT/Engineering & Project Division [ Cadre working in Gouemment of f 'f’ﬁ'“"“' [
E-TENDER NOTICE (Open Tender Enquiry for Domestic Bidding) 4. | Depirty Goneral Manager! | 03 | For Doputy Generml Marager, (ficer Equrmient -
Tender Enquiry No: HO (Contracts)/Add. Classrooms DAV/Kirandul/2022/821 dated 16.04.2022 Ageglact General Manager o Seréor Accounts Litcer, .
[MSTC Ref. No.: NMDC/H0/3/22-23/ET/52] Finanze) For Asssian Cerersd Manager, ollicer eguiakenl
NMDC Limited, a “NAVARATNA” Public Sector Company under Ministry of Steel, Govt. of India invites 10 Acnognts Dfficer Leval;
online bids for “CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL CLASS ROOMS AT DAV SCHOOL, BIOM, KIRANDUL - )
COMPLEX, DANTEWADA (CG)” on item rate basis, from prospective domestic bidders who fulfl the fram Marmna Subcedirabe  Accounl  Sendices
Pre-Qualification Criteria. | (HEAS) Cadre warking m Governmend of Haryvara, |
Detailed NIT and tender document including pre-qualification requirements can be viewed/ downloaded 1 - - — . - - -
from 16.04.2022 to 17.05.2022 from the following websites: 5 | Assslant Disinct Sllomey |1 | Officer working as Assistant Dsind Stornay fawg -
1. NMDC website: www.nmdc.co.in | i1 Ginverrrrent of Hargana,
2. Public Procurement Portal: http://www.eprocure.gov.in - - -
3. MSTC portal: https://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nmdc/buyer_login jsp f. | RTIMese Supenntendent i Cificer working af the kuel of Section Ofeer i
For accessing the bid document from NMDC website, the bidder has to register as “New User” at I E'.FEI"I'"'EHIIIEI'Il i any depertmentt 850U
NMDC's website link https://nmdcportals.nmdc.co.in/nmdctender

Mote: Upper age should not be more than 55 years as on 041.04.2022.

Craled: 15 04 20022

Interesled eligble reguisr ofosrs can gel Swir applcation decwarded i the prescribed ormat
{auaiabie on Rkl Bharyana.gov.in websbe) with in 20 days fom e date of Bamece of his adverisamens
e Ihe undesgned aiond wilh e recommendalions of (he Head of the Depadmenl of their
depaimenlonganzalion, NOC will be required fom the parent deparinent! aeganizalion for appesring in e
inteniew [or cormidenlion 2nd seleclion.

L L

New Delhi

Chasf Executive Officer
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With Swiggy as
lead, Rapido raises
$180 mn; both eye

logistics scale-up

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

BIKE-TAXI PLATFORM
Rapido said Friday it has
raised $180 millionina fund-
ing round led by food and
grocery delivery company
Swiggy, along with invest-
ment from TVS Motor
Company, Westbridge, Shell
Ventures, and Nexus
Ventures. Post this Series D
investment round, Rapido is
valued atabout $800 million.
Swiggy leading Rapido’s
latest fundraise assumes sig-
nificance in the former’s
plans to expand into a logis-
tics-led model. “Swiggy and
Rapido share a vision to build
alogistics platform that em-
powers riders through more
opportunities and higher
earnings. While we’ve al-
ready been working together,
this investment facilitates
closer alignment to leverage
the synergies between the
platforms and improve the
value we provide to both
consumers and delivery ex-
ecutives/captains across the
country,” Swiggy co-founder
and CEO Sriharsha Majety
said in a statement.
According to regulatory
filings, Swiggy invested
around $124 million in the
current round. In the past,
Rapido has raised $130 mil-
lion from various investors.
Rapido is currently pres-
ent in around 100 cities
across the country with over
1.5 million driver-partners.
The company said that the
funds from this investment
round will be used to bolster
its technology, strengthen its
teams across capabilities, in-
crease overall supply across

VALUED AT
$800 MILLION

M Post this SeriesD
investment round —
led by Swiggy, along
withinvestment from
TVS Motor Company,
Westbridge, Shell
Ventures, and Nexus
Ventures — Rapidois
valued atabout

$800 million

M According to
regulatory filings,
Swiggy invested
around $124 million
in the currentround

a larger audience base in
metros, tier 1, 2, and 3 cities,
and ensure a seamless last-
mile connectivity. “This will
fortify Rapido’s presence to
provide a convenient, safe,
accessible, and affordable al-
ternative mode of daily com-
muting,” the company said.
Commenting on the
fundraise, Rapido co-founder
Aravind Sanka said: “We look
forward to learning from
Swiggy’s experience to scale
up throughout the country
and enhance our captains’
(driver-partners)/customers’
experience, who are the
backbone of our business.”
He added, “TVS Motor,
who are very passionate
about EVs and the future of
mobility, will help us in fur-
ther expansion. We hope to
accelerate our pace of be-
coming a household name as
we increase our geographies
and services, on the back-
bone of our robust, global-
standard technology.”

—— BRIEFLY —
FRL meeting

New Delhi: Future Retail Ltd
(FRL)said the meetings of its
shareholders and creditors
next week to consider and
approve the sale of its retail
assets to Reliance Retail are
in compliance with the di-
rectionsissued by the Natio-
nal Company Law Tribunal.
Earlier this week, Amazon,
which is contesting the
324,713 crore deal, had said
the meetings were “illegal”.

WheattoEgypt

New Delhi: Commerce & In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goy-
alsaid Egypt, one of the larg-
estimporters of wheat from
Ukraine and Russia, has clea-
red Indiaasawheat supplier.
Egypt looking to import 1
million tonne of wheat from
India and would need
2,40,000 tonne in April.

New Ertiga

New Delhi: Maruti Suzuki
India has launched a new
version of its multi-purpose
vehicle Ertiga, priced be-
tween38.35-12.79lakh (ex-
showroom).

SITINetworks

New Delhi: HDFC has moved
the NCLT against Essel group
company and multi-system
operator SITI Networks Ltd
foranalleged default of 3296
crore. “The company hasre-
ceived the notice of the said
case on April 13,2022,” SITI
Networks said in a filing.

IndiGo board

New Delhi: IndiGo named
former ShellIndia chairman
Vikram Singh Mehta and
former Indian Air Force Chief
B S Dhanoa as independent
non-executive directors.
Mehtawill replace Anupam
Khanna, and Dhanoa will re-
place former Sebi chief M
Damodaran, it said. PTI

Domestic equity, currency, bullion and oil markets were closed on Friday on account of Good Friday; international market data till 1900 IST

STARTS RESTORING PAY INPHASED MANNER TO PRE-COVID LEVELS

Al rejig: More Tata execs join,
key pre-sale officials retained

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, APRIL15

IN AIR India’s first major senior
management reshuffle since it
was handed over to the Tata Group
by the government, the airline’s
Chairman N Chandrasekaran has
appointed key Tata Group person-
nel to the airline, while retaining
some pre-disinvestment officials.

Tata Sons senior vice president
Nipun Aggarwal has been ap-
pointed chief commercial officer
and Tata Steel’s Suresh Dutt
Tripathi has been appointed chief
human resources officer.

Notably, the Tata Group is yet
toappointachiefexecutive officer
of theairline.

Among the pre-disinvestment
officials, operations head RS
Sandhu and finance head Vinod
Hejmadi have been reappointed
as chief of operations and chief fi-
nancial officer, respectively.
Aggarwal replaces Air India vet-
eran Meenakshi Malik, while
Tripathi succeeds Air India’s
Amrita Sharan. Malik and Sharan
were appointed as advisors to the
CEO of Air India, according to a
company communication signed
by Chandrasekaran. A copy of the
communication was reviewed by
The Indian Express.

Further, Satya Ramaswamy

B
Y wiind I ey

AirIndia plane, Netaji Subhash
ChandraBose International
Airport, Kolkata. File

Alliance Air gets
OWn passenger
service system

New Delhi:Alliance Air said it
will now sell tickets under
the ‘9I' code and has shifted
to its own cloud-based pas-
senger service system (PSS)
starting Friday. Alliance Air
was not part of the Air India
sale when the Centre sold it
to Tata group last year. PTI

has been appointed Air India’s
chief digital & technology officer
and Rajesh Dogra as head of cus-
tomer experience and ground
handling. While Ramaswamy has
worked at Tata Digital as head of
strategic initiatives, Dogra comes
infrom Tata Consultancy Services,
where he has played a key role in
the company’s execution of the
Passport Seva Kendra project.
The communication noted
thatMalikand Sharanwill serve as
advisors to the Chairman till the
new CEO joins. The Tata Group, in
January, had announced former
Turkish Airlines Chairman Ilker
Ayci as Air India CEO pending a
government approval but Ayci
later denied the appointment.
Other than Chandrasekaran

and the other executive directors,
Hindustan Unilever CEO & MD
Sanjiv Mehta and former General
Insurance Corporation Chair-
person Alice Vaidyan serve on Air
India’s board of directors as inde-
pendent directors.

Inthe absence of a CEO, execu-
tive decisions at the airline were
being taken by an Air India
Managing Committee headed by
Aggarwal with Hejmadi, Sandhu,
Sharan and Malik as its members.

Further, Air India is restoring
salaries of employees in a phased
manner to pre-pandemiclevelsas
the aviation sector is recovering
with the decline of Covid cases.

The pilots flying allowance,
special pay and wide body al-
lowance were cut by 35 per cent,

40 per cent and 40 per cent, re-
spectively, after the onset of the
pandemic. From April 1 this year,
flying allowance, special pay and
wide body allowance of pilots are
being restored by 20 per cent, 25
per cent and 25 per cent, respec-
tively, according to an organisa-
tional circular of the airline seen by
The Indian Express.

Cabin crewmembers' flyingal-
lowance and wide body allowance
was cut by 15 per cent and 20 per
cent, respectively, during the peak
of the pandemic, the circular
noted. Flying allowance and wide
body allowance of cabin crew
membersare being restored by 10
and five per cent, respectively, April
1 onwards. The allowances given
toofficersand other staffmembers
were cutby 50 per centand 30 per
cent, respectively, during the pan-
demic, and while officers’ al-
lowances are being restored by 25
per cent from April 1, other staff
members’ allowances are being
restored to pre-pandemic level.

“As the hope of a post-pan-
demic world seems within reach
and the aviation sector takes off
once again with some visible
changes in our performance, we
are happy to inform you that your
salary cuts have been reviewed
and the restoration of salaries will
happen in a phased manner,” the
circular noted.

Fund raising by listed cos via
debt placement at 6-yr low

Fund raising by listed companies through private
placement of corporate bonds was at a six-year low in
2021-22 at X5.88 lakh crore, showed Sebi data

DRIVINGFACTORS:

H Good performance of equities
M Aggressive fund disbursal by
banksat lowerinterestrate

Amountraised last fiscal was 24%
lowerfromarecord Rs 7.72 lakh

croremobilisedin FY21, data with
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) showed

DAMPENERS TOTHE CAUSE
INFY23 COULDBE:
M High government borrowings that

¥5.88 .
lakh crore

raised last fiscal was the
lowest level since
2015-16, whenlisted
companies had raised
¥4.58 lakh crore

may crowd out private placements
M Adverseinterestratecycles

Ongoing financial year is expected
toberobustinterms of fund raising

0‘.

d‘f \t.

S/l\

activities through debt route onac-
count of higher demand for credit
from corporatesinlight of theim-
proving economic outlook

Source: Sebi/PTl

In terms of issuance, 1,405 issues were witnessed in the just concluded fiscal year as compared to 1,995 issues in 2020-21

ComMin eases norms
under EPCG scheme

To reduce compliance requirements,
facilitate ease of doing business

New Delhi: The commerce min-
istry has relaxed various proce-
dures under the Export
Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG)
scheme in order to reduce com-
pliance requirements and facili-
tate ease of doing business.
Under the scheme, imports of
capital goods are allowed duty
free, subject to an export obliga-
tion. The authorisation holder (or
exporter) under the scheme has
toexportfinished goods worth six
times of the actual duty saved in
value terms in six years. The ob-
jective of the Export Promotion
Capital Goods (EPCG)schemeis to
facilitate import of capital goods
for producing quality goods and
services and enhance India’s man-
ufacturing competitiveness.
“With a view to enhance ease
of doing business and reduce

compliance burden, certain pro-
visions of chapter 5 related to the
EPCG scheme of the Handbook of
procedures (2015-20)are amend-
ed for EPCG authorisationsissued
under Foreign Trade Policy (2015-
20),” the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade said in a notice.
The changes include those re-
lated to annual reporting of EO
(exportobligation)— instead of by
April 30 each year, exporters can
file that by June 30 of each year
with specified information, but
any delay will be subject to a late
fee of Rs 5,000. Requests for ex-
port obligation extension should
be made within six months of ex-
piryinstead of 90 days prescribed
earlier. However, applications
made after six months and up to
sixyearsare subjecttoalate fee of
Rs 10,000 per authorisation. PTI

DoT draft: Telecom
infra to be mandatory
inside housing projects

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL15

THE GOVERNMENT is consider-
ing mandatinginstallation of tele-
cominfrastructure inside housing
projects and premises by intro-
ducing changes in the national
building code and model building
bye-laws, according to draft Right
of Way guidelines issued by the
Department of Telecom.

The Department of Telecom-
munications (DoT) has come up
with the draft Right of Way (RoW)
guidelines for establishment of
telecom infrastructure across the
country to amend old norms and
finetune the rules to suit the re-
quirement of 5G networkrollout.

Telecom operators will need

FOR 5G ROLLOUT

File
B The DoT has come up
with the draft RoW
norms to finetune rules
to suit the requirement of
5G network rollout

to install 5G sites closer to the
ground as the signals transmitted
for the service will move at very
high speed but cover shorter dis-
tances. WITHPTI

Musk abuses US SEC offi

REUTERS
SANFRANCISCO, APRIL15

TESLA INC CEO Elon Musk on
Thursday stepped up criticism of
the US securities regulator, calling
Securities and Exchange
Commission officials “bastards”
for bringing fraud charges against
him over his 2018 tweets regard-
ing taking the company private.

On the day he made major
news by unveiling a $43 billion
cash takeover offer for social me-
dia company Twitter Inc, Musk
aired his grievances toward the
SEC during remarks at the TED
Conference in Vancouver.

Musk, the world's richest per-
sonaccording toaForbes tally, said
funding to take his electrical car
company private was actually se-
cured at the time he posted his
tweets, but the agency “pursued
the active public investigation
nonetheless.”

“So I was forced to concede to
the SEC unlawfully. Those bas-
tards,” Musk told the audience.

UltraTech
buys 29% in
UAE-based co
for $10L.1 mn

New Delhi: UltraTech Cement on
Friday announced investing
$101.10 million (around Rs
839.52 crore)fora29.39 per cent
equity stake in the UAE-based
RAK Cement Co for White
Cement and Construction
Materials PSC (RAKWCT).

This is a “strategic invest-
ment” for the company, Aditya
Birla Group firm said inaregula-
tory update.

“UltraTech Cement Middle
East Investments Ltd (UCMEIL),a
wholly-owned subsidiary of the
Company in the UAE, has in-
vested in 29.39 per cent equity
share capital of RAKWCT, a com-
pany listed on the Abu Dhabi and
Kuwait stock exchanges,” the
company said. PTI

Tesla CEO Elon Musk at a recent plant opening party, Austin. APfile

Musk said he felt forced to set-
tle with the SEC because banks
threatened to cease providing
capital if he did not do so, which
would have made Tesla bankrupt
immediately.

“So that'’s like having a gun to
your child’s head,” Musk said.

“I'was forced to admit that [
lied to save Tesla’s life and that’s
the only reason,” Musk added.

Musk and Tesla each paid $20

million civil fines — and Musk
stepped down asTesla’s chairman
—toresolve SEC claims that Musk
defrauded investors on Aug. 7,
2018, by posting on Twitter that
he had “funding secured” to take
the company private. The SECsaid
at the time his funding tweets
“lacked an adequate basisin fact.”

Aspokesperson for the SEC did
not immediately respond to are-
quest for comment on Thursday.

Stretched supply
chains likely to
weigh on coal
stocks till Apr-end

‘Domestic coal available; Railways
not geared to meet demand spike’

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,APRIL15

THE ISSUE of low coal stocks at
thermal power plants across a
number of states is likely to con-
tinue till at least the end of April,
said a senior government official.

Low coal inventories at ther-
mal power plants have already led
to load shedding in a number of
states, including Punjab, Maharas-
htra, AndhraPradesh, Madhya Pr-
adesh and Bihar. A senior govern-
ment official said the requirement
for thermal power had hit 3.4 bil-
lion units (BU) per day against an
estimate of 3.25-3.3 BU perdayas
aresult of unexpectedly high de-
mand for power, and lower sup-
ply from gas-based power plants
duetoaspikein prices.Coal-based
thermal power meets about 76
per cent of the country’s power
demand. On April 14, total elec-
tricity shortage in the country was
about 74.9 million unitswith 1,215
MW of capacity shortage at peak
demand. “Thereis plenty of avail-
ability of domestic coal, both from
CoalIndiaand captive mines,” the
official said, adding the Railways
were not geared to meet the cur-
rent spike in demand for coal
transportation.

Plants that rely on domestic
coal have come under pressure as
those utilisingimported coal have
reduced power supply todiscoms
amid high international prices.

“States such as Punjab, Hary-
ana, Gujarat, and Maharashtra
that had PPAs with them (impor-
ted coal based plants)are now de-
manding more coal for their own
thermal plants,” the official said.

States have increasingly been
looking to procure power from the
energy exchanges at elevated
rates to avoid load shedding. The
average market clearing price of
electricity on the Day Ahead Mar-
ket at the India Energy Exchange

Load
@ shedding

EXPLAINED

LOW COAL inventories at
thermal power plants
have already led to load
shedding in a number of
states, including Punjab,
Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Bihar.

was Rs 9.74 per unit (kilowatt-
hour) on Friday, up from an aver-
age price of Rs 3.4 per unit in
January. The government is cur-
rently in talks with such thermal
power plants and discoms to
restart power generation to meet
demand. “Ido expect the situation
to remain grim for the next 15
daysorso,” said the official on the
ability of states to meet their
power requirements, noting that
lower demand for power in some
areas in May could ease the pres-
sure on coal supplies. The official
said the move by the Centre to
permit states to utilise linkage coal
in plants closer to mines that can
then transmit electricity, thereby
reducing the need to transport
coal, would be key to dealing with
the issue of power supplies.
Despite increasing demand for
power, the number of railway
rakes being used to transport coal
to powerhouses saw a decline in
the first half of April. An average
of 380.6 rakes of coal were trans-
ported to thermal power stations
in the first two weeks of April as
against an average of 408.9 rakes
in March, according to data from
the Indian Railways. Officials said
the change could be aresult of in-
creasing shipments of coal to in-
dustry and more shipments to lo-
cations far from mines, which
require higher turnaround time.

icials over ‘forced settlement’

Twitter adopts ‘poison
pill’ to fight takeover

REUTERS
NEW YORK,APRIL15

TWITTER ADOPTED a 'poison pill'
onFriday, astandard takeover de-
fense thatlimits Elon Musk's abil-
ity to raise his stake in the social
media platform, as a buyout firm
emerged to challenge his $43 bil-
lion bid for the company.

Thoma Bravo, a technology-
focused private equity firm that
had more than $103 billion in as-
sets under management as of the
end of December, has informed
Twitter thatitis exploring the pos-
sibility of putting together a bid,
sources said.

It is not clear how much
Thoma Bravo would be prepared
to offer and there is no certainty
that such arival bid will material-
ize, sources said. A Thoma Bravo

Apple, others see delays as China
Covid curbs squeeze supphers

JOSHHORWITZ &
SARAHWU
SHANGHAI/TAIPEI, APRIL 15

SHIPMENTS OF some Apple prod-
ucts, as well as Dell and Lenovo
laptops are likely to face delays if
China’s Covid-19 lockdowns per-
sist, analysts said, as curbs force
assemblers to shut down and
closed-loop arrangements get
harder to maintain.

China’srace to stop the spread
of Covid-19 has jammed high-
ways and ports, stranded workers
and left factories awaiting govern-
mentapproval toreopen - disrup-
tions that are rippling through
global supply chains.

Apple Inc supplier Pegatron
Corp said this week it would sus-
pend its plants in Shanghai and
Kunshan, where according to sup-

Aworker at the entrance to a tunnel leading to the Pudong
area, after Covid restrictions in Shanghai. Reuters file

ply chain experts it produces the
iPhone 13, the iPhone SE series,
and other legacy models.

Quanta Computer Inc, which
produces some three-quarters of
Apple’s Macbooks globally, also
shut operations, which could im-
pact delivers more severely, ana-

New Delhi

lysts said. The final impact on
Apple’s supply chain is uncertain
and depends on factorsincluding
how long lockdowns persist.
Shanghai is approaching a
third week of lockdown and has
shown nosign of awide re-open-

ing. REUTERS
N

spokesperson declined to com-
ment while Twitter representa-
tives did notimmediately respond
toarequest forcomment. The New
York Post reported on Thursday
that Thoma Bravo was consider-
ing a bid for Twitter.

Twitter said it adopted a poi-
son pill that would dilute anyone
amassing a stake in the company
of over 15 per cent by selling more
shares to other shareholders.
Known formally as a shareholder
rights plan, the poison pill will be
in place for 364 days. The move
would not prevent Musk from
taking his offer directly to Twitter
shareholders by launching a ten-
der offer. While the poison pill
would prevent most Twitter
shareholders from selling their
shares, the tender offer would al-
low them toregister their support
or disapproval of Musk's offer.

Future
Enterprises

defaults

New Delhi: Future Enterprises Ltd
(FEL) has defaulted on the pay-
ment of interest of Rs 1.22 crore
due on non-convertible deben-
tures, according to aregulatory fil-
ing. The due date for payment of
Rs 1.22 crore interest was April 13,
FEL said in the regulatory filing.

“The company is unable to
serviceits obligationsinrespect of
the interest on Non-Convertible
Debentures was due on April 13,
2022, it said.

This is the second default by
the Kishore Biyani-led Future
group firm this week. On April 12,
FEL had informed about the de-
fault on the payment of Rs 9.10
crore interest due on NCDs.

The latest default is on the in-
terest of securities issued for a
sum of Rs 25 crore. PTI
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Bilquis Bano Edhi

PAKISTAN
Philanthropist
Bilquis Bano
Edhidiesat 74

BILQUIS BANO Edhi, the
wife of  Pakistan’s
renowned humanitarian
and philanthropist, the late
Abdul Sattar Edhi, died ata
private hospitaliKarachion
Friday. She was 74. Bilquis
worked shoulder to shoul-
derwith herhusbandines-
tablishing the Abdul Sattar
Edhi Foundation, a welfare
organisation that gained
worldwide fame for its hu-
manitarian work in many
areas. After the death of her
husband in July 2016,
Bilquis carried on the work
of the foundation with her
son Faisal Edhi, who con-
firmed her death to the
media. He said his mother
was admitted to the hospi-
tal after her blood pressure
suddenly dropped earlier
this week. Pakistan
President Arif Alvi and PM
Shehbaz Sharif expressed
their condolences.  PTI

SOUTH AFRICA
Flood death
tollrises to
nearly 400

SOUTH AFRICAN authori-
ties were releasing emer-
gency funds on Friday to
help tens of thousands of
people left without shel-
ter, water and power, after
flash floods washed away
homes and roads and
killed almost 400 people
onthe country's east coast.
The floods in Kwazulu-
Natal Province have
knocked out power lines,
shut down water services
and disrupted operations
at one of Africa’s busiest
ports. The death toll rose
to 395 on Friday from an
earlier estimate of 341,
state broadcaster SABC
said. REUTERS

YEMEN

10al-Qaeda
inmates escape

from prison

TEN JAILED al-Qaida mili-
tants have escaped from
prison in Yemen'’s eastern
province of Hadramawt,
security officials said on
Friday. The inmates staged
a quarrel among them-
selveslate Thursday at the
prison in Seiyun, forcing
guards to intervene. But
whenthey did, the prison-
ers overpowered them,
seizing their guns before
running away, prison offi-
cials said. Preliminary in-
vestigations indicated that
the inmates must have co-
ordinated their move with
some prison guards and
other militants from out-
side, they added. AP
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MEANWHILE

HARRY, MEGHAN MAKE SURPRISE VISIT TO QUEEN

Prince Harry and his wife Meghan have visited Queen Elizabeth IT at Windsor Castle on
their first joint visit to the UK since they gave up formal royal roles and moved to the US
more than two years ago. The couple’s office says they visited the 95-year-old Queen, Harry’s
grandmother, on Thursday on their way to the Netherlands to attend the Invictus Games.

Russia warship sinks; Ukraine says over

> 900 civilian bodies found in Kyiv region

Moscow vows to step up missile attacks on Kyiv, says Ukraine conducted strikes on Russian territory

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV,LVIV,APRIL15

RUSSIA’S DEFENCE Ministry
promised Friday to ramp up mis-
sile attacks on the Ukrainian cap-
ital in response to Ukraine’s al-
leged aggression on Russian
territory, an ominous warning
that followed Moscow's stinging
symbolic loss of its navy’s flag-
ship in the Black Sea.

In Kyiv, the police force said
on Friday that more than 900
civilian bodies were discovered
in the region surrounding the
Ukrainian capital following the
withdrawal of Russian forces —
most of them fatally shot.

The number of dead isdouble
thatannounced by Ukrainian au-
thorities almost two weeks ago.

Andriy Nebytov, the head of
Kyiv’s police force, said the bodies
were abandoned in the streets or
given temporary burials.

Thelargest number of victims
were found in Bucha, where there
were more than 350, he said.

Russia’s threat of intensified
attacks on Kyiv came after

The Moskva in port Sevastopol, Crimea, last week. AP

Moscow accused Ukraine of in-
juring seven people and damag-
ing about 100 residential build-
ings with airstrikes on Bryansk, a
region bordering Ukraine.
Authorities in another border re-
gion of Russia also reported
Ukrainian shelling Thursday.
“The number and scale of
missile attacks on objects in Kyiv
will be ramped up in response to
the Kyiv nationalist regime com-
mitting any terrorist attacks or
diversions on Russian territory,”
said Russian Defence Ministry

Teen held over attacks
on Sikhs in New York

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW YORK, APRIL 15

A 19-YEAR-OLD has been ar-
rested and faces hate crime
charges for his alleged involve-
ment in attacks on three Sikh
menin New York’s Queens area,
including the brutal assault of an
elderly Sikh tourist early this
month that was condemned as
“deeply disturbing” by the
Consulate General of India.

Vernon  Douglas  of
Brownsville was arrested on
Thursday in Brooklyn and
charged with multiple counts of
robbery, assault, aggravated ha-
rassment and hate crimes, the
Queens Chronicle reported.

On April 3, Douglas al-

legedly approached 70-year-
old Nirmal Singh near the cor-
ner of Lefferts Boulevard and
95th Avenue and punched him
in the face in the unprovoked
assault. The attacker fled the
scene on foot and the incident
was taken over by the NYPD
Hate Crime Task Force.

Singh was a “tourist visiting
from India”, according to author-
ities, and he suffered a broken
nose and bruises to his face.

The arrested accused was also
involved in attacks on two Sikh
men this week, the report said.

Douglas and another suspect,
who was arrested on Tuesday,
attacked two Sikh men, remov-
ing their turbans, robbing them
of money and physically assault-
ing them.

US FDA authorises first
coronavirus breath test

ISABELLA GRULLON PAZ
APRIL15

THE US Food and Drug
Administration granted emer-
gency use authorisation to the
first Covid-19 test that can detect
the coronavirus in a breath sam-
ple, within a few minutes and
with a high degree of accuracy,
the agency said Thursday.

“Today’s authorisation is yet
another example of the rapid in-
novation occurring with diagnos-
tictests for Covid-19,” Jeff Shuren,
the director of the FDA’s Center
for Devices and Radiological
Health, said in a statement.

The InspectlR Covid-19
Breathalyzer, which is about the
size of a piece of carry-on luggage,
can produce results in less than
three minutes and can be used in
doctor’s offices, hospitals and mo-
bile testing sites by trained opera-
tors.Asingle machine cananalyse
about 160 samples per day.

Yvonne Maldonado, aninfec-
tious disease specialist at

= iy Lismina b

The FDA noted that the
device should not be used as
the sole basis for treatment

Stanford University School of
Medicine who is working on an-
other Breathalyzer test, said that
having more options to test will
only help the transition to the
endemic phase of the pandemic.

“If you think back from the
original PCR, those were pretty
horrible,” Maldonado said. “They
were very uncomfortable... the
easier we can make it, the better
offweare.”

The FDA noted that the device
“should not be used as the sole ba-
sis for treatment or patient man-
agement decisions, including in-
fection control decisions.” NYT

spokesman Igor Konashenkov.

Ukrainian officials said their
forces struck a key Russian war-
ship with missiles. If true, the re-
ported Wednesday attack on the
guided-missile cruiser Moskva,
named for the Russian capital,
would represent an important
victory for Ukraine and a sym-
bolic defeat for Russia.

The flagship of Russia’s Black
Sea fleet sank while being towed
to port Thursday after suffering
heavy damage under circum-
stances that remained in dispute.

2

= Another
> setback
= ® for Russia
THE SINKING of the Russian

Navy’s Black Sea Fleet flagship
is seen as a major symbolic
loss for Moscow in a war that
has not gone according to the
Kremlin’s plans. The loss of
the ship, however, is more
than just symbolic, according
to many analysts who say that
it will make it more difficult
for Russia to gain full control
over Ukraine’s Black Sea coast,
including the port of Odesa.

Moscow acknowledged a fire on
board but not any attack. US and
other Western officials could not
confirm what caused the blaze.

The Moskva had the capac-
ity to carry 16 long-range cruise
missiles. If Ukrainian forces
took out the vessel, it was likely
the largest warship to be sunk
in combat since the Falklands
War in 1982.

China plays down
Russian scientist’s
charge that Beijing
halted cooperation

Beijing: China on Friday down-
played the report that its scien-
tists have withheld cooperation
with their Russian counterparts
after the Ukraine crisis, saying
the bilateral collaboration in sci-
ence and technology has been
gaining momentum and has
“immense potential”.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said the
China-Russia Year of Scientific
and Technological Innovation
was successfully held from
2020 to 2021.

Zhao's remarks came in re-
sponse to a claim made by
Alexander Sergeev, president of
the Russian Academy of Sciences
(RAS). Sergeev said the Chinese
partners of the RAS put coopera-
tion with the academy “on hold”,
freezing the development of pre-
viously discussed projects, accord-
ing to Tass news agency. PTI

Tents in a protest area, dubbed the Gota-Go village, in Colombo, Friday. Protesters are
seeking the ouster of Sri Lanka’s ruling Rajapaksa family. Reuters

Sri Lanka starts fuel rationing
as economic crisis roils nation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, APRIL15

SRILANKA'S state-owned petro-
leum corporation announced fuel
rationing for vehicles with effect
from Friday, as an unprecedented
economic crisis roils the country.
According to the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation (CPC)
statement, now motorcycles and
other two-wheelers can pur-
chase fuel upto worth Rs 1,000
per visit to a fuel station.
Similarly, three-wheelers can

purchase fuel worth Rs 1,500,
cars, jeeps and vans upto Rs
5,000. Buses, lorries and com-
mercial vehicles have been ex-
empted from the rationing.

Long queues at fuel stations
have resulted in public anger.
Further, households are experi-
encing nearly 12-hour powercuts
and there is amassive shortage of
essentials, due to falling value of
the Sri Lankan rupee.

The island nation is in the
midst of one of the worst eco-
nomic crises it has ever seen. It
has just defaulted on its foreign

debts for the first time since its
independence.

The Galle Face protests in
Colombo entered their seventh
day on Friday with more and
more youth joining it every pass-
ingday. They urge the resignation
of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
for his handling of the island’s
WOTSt-ever economic Crisis.

The protest campaign has
been running on social media,
urging the youth to gather at Galle
Face. Besides, there have been
continuing protests across the is-
land against the government.

PoK ‘premier’ Niazi
resigns following

revolt in Imran party

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, APRIL 15

IN ANOTHER setback to Imran
Khan, who was ousted as
Pakistan’s prime minister last
week, the premier of Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, Sardar Abdul
Qayyum Niazi, resigned follow-
ing a revolt in the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party.

Niazi, hand-picked by PTI
chief Khan, resigned on
Thursday after 25 lawmakers of
his party moved a resolution of
no-confidence to replace him
with the party’s regional presi-
dent, Sardar Tanveer llyas.

Niazi's ouster comes days af-
ter Khan lost a no-confidence
vote in the National Assembly.

Niazi came to power last year
after PTl secured 32 seats in the
53-member House.

India had rejected the elec-
tions in PoK, saying the “cos-
metic exercise” was nothing but
an attempt by Pakistan to “cam-
ouflage its illegal occupation”.

Reacting to the election,
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
had said Pakistan had “no locus
standion these Indian territories”
and that it must vacate all Indian
areas underitsillegal occupation.

“The so-called elections in
Indian territory under the illegal
occupation of Pakistan are noth-
ing but an attempt by Pakistan to

SHEHBAZ: IMRAN
SOLD TOSHAKHANA
GIFTSWORTH
Rs140 MN IN DUBAI

Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ac-
cused ousted premier Imran
Khan of selling valuable
Toshakhana gifts, including
diamond jewellery, worth Rs
140 million in Dubai, inflict-
ing a loss to the national ex-
chequer. As per the country’s
law, any gift received from
dignitaries of a foreign state
must be put in the state de-
pository or the Toshakhana.
Shehbaz made the claim
during a meeting with sen-
ior journalists Thursday. PTI

camouflage itsillegal occupation
and the material changes under-
taken by it in these territories,”
he had said.

The PTI lawmakers had
charged Niazi with “loss of the
trust of the parliamentary party,
failure to highlight Kashmir issue
and implement party manifesto
in addition to bad governance,
nepotism and violation of merit”,
Dawn newspaper reported.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Islamabad on Thursday,
Niazi called the allegations
against him baseless. PTI

Israeli police clash with

JOSEPHKRAUSS
JERUSALEM, APRIL15

ISRAELI POLICE clashed with
Palestinians at the Al-Aqsa
mosque compound in Jerusalem
on Friday as thousands gathered
for prayers during the holy
month of Ramzan. Medics said
more than 150 Palestinians were
wounded in the most serious vi-
olence at the site in nearly a year.

The holy site, which is sacred
to Jews and Muslims, has often
been the epicentre of Israeli-
Palestinian unrest, and tensions
were already heightened amid a
recent wave of violence. Clashes
atthe site last year helped spark
an 11-day war with Hamas mil-
itants in the Gaza Strip.

The clashes come at a partic-
ularly sensitive time. Ramzan
this year coincides with
Passover, a major weeklong
Jewish holiday beginning Friday
at sundown, and Christian holy
week, which culminates on
Easter Sunday. The holidays are
expected to bring tens of thou-
sands of faithful into Jerusalem’s
0ld City, home to major sites sa-

Israeli security forces and
Palestinians at the
compound that houses Al-
AgsaMosque, in Jerusalem's
0ld City on Friday. Reuters

cred to all three religions.

Hours after the clashes began,
the police said they had putanend
totheviolenceand arrested “hun-
dreds” of suspects. The mosque
was re-opened, and some 60,000
people attended the main Friday
prayers midday, according to the
Wadf, the Islamic endowment
that administers the site.

Palestinian witnesses, who
spoke on condition of anonymity
out of security concerns, said a
small group of Palestinians threw
rocks at police, who then entered
the compound in force, setting
offawider conflagration. AP

Growing defiance of Covid curbs in China leads to arrests

EDUARDOBAPTISTA
BEIJING, APRIL15

SUNJIAN, a 37-year-old master’s
degree student in the Chinese
city of Yantai, for months staged
a solo campaign against his uni-
versity’s Covid-19 prevention
measures, including blistering
criticism on social media.

The last straw for authorities
came on March 27, when Sun
walked around his campus car-
rying a placard that read “lift the
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lockdown on Ludong”.

Police detained him and on
April 1 Ludong University ex-
pelled him, according to a letter
from the university.

The Chinese public have been

“I l Workers ride

¢ atricycle,in
i Shanghaion
Friday. Reuters

o

largely supportive of the zero-
Covid policy that kept the coron-
avirus at bay for the two years af-
teritemerged in the central city of
Wauhanin late 2019.

But the support seems to be

FAR-RIGHT LEADER MARINE LE PEN WANTS TO OUTLAW RITUAL SLAUGHTER IF ELECTED PRESIDENT

In France’s election, a meaty issue unites Jews,

JOHN LEICESTER
PARIS, APRIL15

AS SHE cooks lunch and talks
politics, Jewish voter Sarah
Gutmann has a nasty feeling —
of would-be French president
Marine Le Pen invading the pri-
vacy of her home, reaching di-
rectly into her life and the plates
of chicken and kosher sausages
that she is frying for her husband
and their eldest son.

That’s because the far-right
candidate wants to outlaw ritual
slaughter if elected next Sunday.
And that could directly impact
how Gutmann feeds her family
and exercises her religious free-

dom. She and her husband,
Benjamin, say they would have
to think about leaving France if a
far-right government interfered
with observant Jews’ kosher di-
ets. Their fear is that under Le Pen,
targeting ritually slaughtered
meats could be just the start of
steps to make French Jews and
Muslims feel unwelcome.

“Attacking the way we eat
impinges on our privacy and that
isvery serious,” Gutmann said as
she busied herselfin the kitchen
of their Paris home.

“The intention is to target mi-
nority populations that bother
her and send a message to vot-
ers who are against these mi-
norities: ‘Vote for me, because [

At ahalal meat shop in Paris. AP
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will attack them and perhaps,

with time, make them leave.”
Muslim shopper Hayat

Ettabet said her family might be

forced to illegally slaughter at
home to stay within their religious
rules, bleeding out animals “inthe
bathroom, back to the way it was.”

Le Pen says all animals
should be stunned before
slaughter, and frames the issue
as one of animal welfare. That's
unacceptable to observant Jews
and Muslims who believe stun-
ning causes unnecessary animal
suffering and that their ritual
slaughters for kosher and halal
meats are more humane.

With the largest populations
of Muslims and Jews in western
Europe, the issue has major po-
tential repercussions for France
and could hit communities else-
where that buy French meat ex-
ports. Theissue is one of the many
faultlines between Le Penand in-
cumbent President Emmanuel
Macron and the starkly different

Muslims

visions of France they are present-
ing for next Sunday’s election
runoffvote. Itis expected to be far
closerthanin2017, whenthe cen-
trist Macron beat Le Pen by a
landslide.

“We have never been so close
to having an extreme-right
regime,” Gutmann said. “The
alarm bell is ringing.”

Le Pen’s France would be more
inwardly focused, with far fewer
immigrants and fewer rights for
those already here, less tolerance
for non-Christian traditions, and
less tightly bound to the European
Union and the outside world.

Macron is largely promising
the opposite as he seeks a sec-
ond five-year term. AP

New Delhi

wearing thin as the highly con-
tagious Omicron variant
emerges in China, triggering
curbs that have brought food
shortages, family separations,
lost wages and economic pain.

In some cases the push-back
has gone viral on social media,
with video clips of citizens scuf-
fling with health workers and
screaming anger over lock-
downs from the windows of
their apartments.

Arrests and detentions for
Covid-related rule-breaking

surged in March, according to
the results of a search on the
Weibo social media platform.
The search found 59 con-
firmed police cases and 26 ar-
rests for Covid rule-breaking in
January, and fewer in February.
Butin March, more than 600 po-
lice cases and 150 confirmed ar-
rests were reported on Weibo,
the review by Reuters found.
Itis likely that the figures rep-
resent only a fraction of actual
casesas notevery incident makes
it to social media. REUTERS

Minister asks non-resident
Nepalese nationals to open
dollar accounts in Nepal

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, APRIL 15

THE NEPAL government has
urged Nepalese nationals living
abroad to open dollar accounts
in banks in the country and
make investments amidst the
economic crisis in the
Himalayan nation.

Nepal's foreign reserves have
been hit by a slump in tourism
during the pandemic, a problem
that has also hit Sri Lanka which
is going through a crippling eco-
nomic crisis since gaining inde-
pendence from the UK in 1948.

Speaking at a virtual interac-
tion organised by the Non-
Resident Nepali Association

(NRNA), Nepal's Finance Minister
Janardan Sharma on Thursday
said that opening dollar accounts
in Nepalese banks by Non-resi-
dentNepalese (NRN)would help
the country to get rid of the cur-
rent foreign currency crunch.

“There will be no shortage of
liquidity if 100,000 NRNs open
bankaccountsin Nepal atthe rate
0f$10,000,” Sharma pointed out.

“We have enough foreign cur-
rency to buy goods and services
for 6-7 months. As per the latest
report published by the Nepal
Rastra Bank, the central bank, the
government has 9.58 billion dol-
larsinreserve,” Sharma said.

“As the price of petrol has in-
creased, millions of dollars have
tobespentonthat,” headded. PTI
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CINEMA

A Lot of Fury,
Little Impact

KGF:CHAPTER?2
*

Director: Prashanth Neel

Cast: Yash, Sanjay Dutt, Prakash Raj, Srinidhi
Shetty, Raveena Tandon, Anant Nag,
Archana Jois

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THE MOST striking aspect of KGF: Chapter 1
(2018) was its setting. At every opportunity,
the camera pulled all the way back so that we
could get a bird’s-eye view of the massive gold
mines of Kolar burrowed deep in the earth,
and there, toiling away ceaselessly, millions
of faceless men and women. Slaves really,
yoked to their back-breaking work without
pause, trodden under the iron boots of their
cruel masters.

an Indian prime minister who looks and
sounds like Indira Gandhi (Raveena Tandon),
abunch of rivals spread across the length and
breadth of India, a CBI officer hot on his
tracks, and gaggles of cops who regard him
with dread and fear.

The trouble with films busy working on
their look is that they forget about plotting.
The film swings haphazardly between the
past, which shows us Rocky’s devotion to-
wards his mother (Archana Jois), and the
present, in which he swings between being
a saviour and the guy who cracks the whip
and roars at the workers to never stop work-
ing. Good guy compelled to do bad things by
dint of circumstance, or a bad guy with a
golden heart? Not for us to make too fine a
point on that faint distinction because as far
as KGF 2 goes, Rocky is no ‘gangster’, only the
‘master who enters and conquers’.

To that end, we get set-

Its scale reminded you of

pieces after set-pieces in

those old MGM movies set The trouble with which Yash swings heavy
in biblical times. The hu-  filmsbusyworking  hammers and pulverises
mans who strode about in . . armies of goons, some who
KGF had to yell and shout in on theirlook s that look as if they've wandered
order to be seen and heard.  they forget about out of the sets of Mad Max:
Therefore, the background plotting. The film Fury Road, some from the old
music which had youreach- - Westerns. Srinidhi Shetty is
ing for earplugs. And there- swings haphazardly the heroine-there-only-to-
fore, larger-than-life charac-  between the pastand  buoy-the-hero. Dutt, in his
ters, led from the frontby  the present Agneepath avatar minus the

Rocky (Yash), who an-

menace, should have madea

nounces his arrival as both
messiah and avenger, rolled into one.

KGF: Chapter 2 is more of the same, only
bigger. But alas, not better, despite the film
corralling such Bollywood stars as Sanjay
Dutt and Raveena Tandon, and branching out
of the country, to dip its shovel in the Middle
East, with its lighter patina of brown and
beige, the darker shades reserved for the
Kolar goldfields, which form the burnt-earth
backdrop for the doings of our hero Rocky
and his faithful denizens.

His unruly mane is still the same, but this
time around Rocky appears in a series of
sharp suits, standing out against the thou-
sands of extras dressed in mud-brown hum-
ble clothes. What's also familiar is the swag-
ger, and the dialogue delivery, which he gets
to scatteramongst an array of characters —a
very bad guy kitted out in tattoos and a com-
plicated hairdo called Adheera (Sanjay Dutt),

worthy enemy butis made to
do nothing but open his mouth and roar. In
her tasteful saris, and that trademark white
streakin her hair, Raveena Tandon leaves alit-
tle more impact: sheis also responsible foran
act that has ensured the erasure of the wild
and valorous deeds of Rocky from our history
books. The ladies are beside the point, though
like the previous one, this film too is about
men and machismo and muscle, all oiled and
shiny and ripped; the audience dutifully chor-
tles when amisogynistic remark or two comes
outof the hero’s mouth, as he turns to the real
business at hand — to up the blood-soaked
violence quotient at every turn.

As Prakash Raj’s raconteur says, with a
smirk, ‘don’t dramatise it so much, after all
it's fiction, right?’ With the exception of these
moments and some bits of the action, KGF2
comes off largely dull. Too much sound, alot
of fury, little impact.

Unapologetic
Fan Service

BEAST
*oky

Director: Nelson Dilipkumar
Cast: Vijay, Pooja Hegde, Yogi Babu, Shine
Tom Chacko, Aparna Das, Lilliput Farugui

MANOJ KUMARR

THE BUILD-UP to the hero-introduction
scene has seemingly been anon-negotiable
part of masala movies starring superstars.
It’'safan-service thing. But over the years, it
has evolved into a ritual. No matter how
maverick and rebellious the director, the
movie will start firing onall cylinders min-
utes before the hero’s entry, providing the
right cues for fans to get ready to welcome
their favourite star with deafening rounds
of applause, whistles and screams.

Tamil superstar Vijay appears on screen
without muchannouncementand fanfare,
and smiles at the audience for a moment.
That's all. Itis a huge subversion of the ex-
pectations of hardcore fans.

The creative decision s in line with the
stoic nature of Veera Raghavan, played by
Vijay. He is so inexpressive that strangers
won't be able to guess that he is suffering
from traumatic stress just by looking at
him. Director Nelson Dilipkumar has cut
VeeraRaghavan’s character from the same
cloth as Dr Varun, the stoic hero of his last
film, Doctor.

Raghavan is a RAW officer. However,
the collateral damage caused by him dur-
inga high-profile mission takes a toll on his

mental health. He believes thathe hasbeen
betrayed by his men. So he quits.

He unexpectedly ends upinashopping
mall, which gets hijacked. His former col-
leagues, who get a whiff of his presence in
the mall, request his help. The government
tells Veera that he's their best hope.

Unlike heroes in other films, Veera
doesn’'t take it upon himself to fight the ter-
rorists and rescue all the hostages single-
handedly. After the terrorists take control of
the mall, Veera safely escorts himselfand a
few friends and finds a safe place to hide.
And then he tells his friends something like,
‘Let'snot worry about the lives of other peo-
ple. It's the job of the government to save
these people. Let us first save ourselves and
getout’.

What?! He’s the heroand the ultimate
sign of a herois sacrifice, isn’tit? But Veera
doesn’t want to find himself in a position
todecide wholives and who dies. But after
hearing the screams of a young girl, Veera
decides to take charge.

As composer Anirudh’s track Beast
Mode plays in the background, Veera
walks in slow motion with an axe in hand,
giving fans the opportunity to work
themselves into a frenzy, which Nelson
had denied them in the opening mo-
ments of the film.

The film, like most Nelson films, hasac-
tors Redin Kingsley, Sunil Reddy and Yogi
Babu for comic relief, even though they
don’t really serve the narration. He also
could have used this plot set-up to turn in
anail-biting thriller. Instead, he ends up giv-
ing us an unapologetic crowd-pleaser.

Wrath of Another
Vigilante Mother

MAI

Directors: Anshai Lal, Atul Mongia
Cast: Sakshi Tanwar, Vivek Mushran,
Wamiga Gabbi, Raima Sen, Prashant
Narayanan, Ankur Ratan, Anant Vidhaat,
Vaibhav Raj Gupta, Seema Pahwa
Streaming on: Netflix

NEW WEB series Mai pulls off a tough feat: it
coaxes you to suspend tons of disbelief be-
cause you have been drawn into its world, and
have become invested in its characters. Every
time you go, how is that even possible (and
this happens over and over again), you are
yanked backinto the narrative, which relishes
its every gritty, grimy, ultra-violent beat.

It's setin a Lucknow very far away from
its ‘nazaakat-filled gallis’, inhabited by peo-
ple invery different spheres who normally
wouldn’t have known of each other’s exis-
tence, till a fatal collision brings them to-
gether and changes all their trajectories.
This is a conceit we've seen before, but Mai
refreshes it by including an unusual en-
semble, led by a homely, soft-spoken
mother hell-bent upon avenging the killing
of her daughter.

Vengeful mums are also not new. Sridevi
and Raveena Tandon have gone down that
path in 2017 in Mom and Maatr, respec-
tively. Sakshi Tanwar’s Mai is similar only
because of the subject; where she branches
off from the straightforward revenge track
is to get embroiled in murky goings-on in-
volving medical scams, dirty money and
very dirty mobsters.

What's interesting is how Tanwar’s Sheel
never strays far from her susheel bahu-biwi-
ma persona, even as she burrows deeper into
the dirt, getting closer to the secret behind
her daughter’s accident. Those are precisely
the parts which are hard to swallow. Sure, a
grieving mother can be full of anger at the
tragic turn of events, but the ease with which
she does aflip every time she is faced with a
seemingly insurmountable obstacle is a
major stretch.

Just how does a woman who divides her
time between her family and the sleepy in-
mates of an old age home, suddenly become
equipped to take on complicit cops, a dodgy
businessman (Prashant Narayanan),a hard-
eyed female gangster (Raima Sen), and bru-
tal baddies, without turning a hair? This, and
more of the same (have fence, will jump over
it, sari and all, without breaking a stride; have
a killer, turn tables like it's an everyday oc-
currence), is full eye-roll territory, and noth-
ingin the six episodes of season one I've seen
until now, gives us any hints in that direction.

Where does this ease come from?

But, and this is where [ found myself ad-
miring the dexterity with which the creator,
Mongia, and the writers (Mongia, Tamal Sen,
Amita Vyas) coax us along, even when there
seems to be something missing from crucial
characters. Take, for example, Sheel’s hus-
band (Vivek Mushran, great to see him back
after such a long gap), a stoic man who ap-
pears resigned to his fate, running a chemist
shop as his day job, doing bijli-repair odd jobs
as his hobby. Who is this guy? Why is he the
way he is? His attitude has a lot to do with
the way Sheel responds to things, but it re-
mains a mystery.

Still, the two of them are able to convince us
that they are a unit, have raised a child
(Wamiga Gabbi, eloquently using sign lan-
guage, very effective) with challenges,and have
worked their way around their own chal-
lenges. The spiky interactions between the two
of them, and their extended family — bhaisa-
hab, bhabhi,and the children — are some of the
most absorbing parts of the series.

The other parts, coasting on a bunch of
contrivances and too-convenient connec-

""1

tions, are full of ‘chor-police’ action (one long
sequence where machine guns rattle and
bodies fall, life ebbing away; is notable), non-
stop gaalis, and twists and turns. Some of the
flood of this invective reminds you of
Mirzapur and other crime sagas setin UP: it’s
got old, guys, and tiresome. But again, a few
of the faces stand out: as a couple of louts-
on-to-a-good-thing, Anant Vidhaat and
Vaibhav Raj Gupta (last seen in Gullak) have
something nice going on. As a cop hot on the
heels of the bad guys, Ankur Ratan leaves an
impression. But Seema Pahwa needed to
have been given more to do: for an actor who
so effortlessly commands the screen, her part
is really sketchy.

Sakshi Tanwar’s journey from a timid
housewife to a woman with steel (or did she
always have it within her?) is at the heart of
Mai. Right from her mega-popular Ekta
Kapoor show Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii, Tanwar
had proved that she had more to offer than
mere saas-bahu shenanigans. Despite the el-
ements that stretch our credulity, here she
manages to hold our attention. What will
Mai’s next steps be? Tell, tell. SG

New Delhi

STREAMING
WATCH
LIST

ANATOMY OF A SCANDAL
NETFLIX

This six-part British drama series,
based on the novel of the same
name by Sarah Vaughan, features
Sienna Miller as Sophie
Whitehouse. Sophie’s privileged
life as the wife of powerful
politician James Whitehouse
unravels when scandalous secrets
surface and he stands accused of
a shocking crime. The cast also
features Michelle Dockery,
Rupert Friend, and Naomi Scott.
The story mostly unfolds during
James'’ trial. The series examines
thorny issues such as power
dynamics and entitlement.

CHOOSE OR DIE

NETFLIX

Tempted by a chance to win
unclaimed prize money, two
friends reboot a mysterious 1980s
video game and step into a
surreal world of next-level terror.
Trapped by the game, the
protagonist realises that there is
no scope for reset or escape. She
must win, or pay the ultimate
price. This horror-thriller is
directed by Toby Meakins and
written by Simon Allen. The cast
features Iola Evans (known for his
role Otis in Sex Education), Asa
Butterfield, and Eddie Marsan.

CHESS OF THE WIND
MUBI

The 1976-Iranian film, restored by
Martin Scorsese’s World Cinema
Project, is written and directed by
Mohammad Reza Aslani. This
film was released before the 1979
revolution in Iran and was
banned soon after. After being
rediscovered in 2020, the film
was released in different
countries and was well received.
Set in an ornate, candlelit
mansion in the Tehran of 1920s,
it’s an exploration of human
greed and betrayal as the heirs to
a family fortune vie for control of
their matriarch’s estate.

VEYIL (MALAYALAM)
PRIME VIDEO

This Shane Nigam-starrer has
him portray a complex character
with conviction. The film revolves
around Siddhu, a troubled
youngster who was raised by a
widowed mother, and the
strained relationship he shares
with his family. In this coming-
of-age story, some unexpected
events ensure that Siddhu goes
through a transformation.

OUTER RANGE
AMAZON PRIME VIDEO

Created by Brian Watkins,
Outer Range is a suspense drama
about rancher Royal Abbott (Josh
Brolin) fighting for his land and
family. The series examines how
we grapple with the unknown
as Abbott discovers an
unfathomable mystery at the edge
of Wyoming’s wilderness. The
series is designed as a thrilling
fable with hints of wry humour
and supernatural mystery.

ALAKA SAHANI
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4th dose gives extra protection
from severe Covid, study finds

STUDIES ON various vaccines globally
have shown that an additional dose pro-
vides extended protection against Covid-
19. Now, a study from Israel has found that
four doses offer greater protection against
severe disease than three, but the protec-
tion againstinfectionitself was brief. India
has started rolling out a ‘pre-
cautionary’ (third) dose for
the general population.
ISRAEL DRIVE: Israel
began giving the fourth dose
to citizens over age 60 on
January 2 this year. The vac-
cine in use there, from Pfizer
BioNTech, uses the mRNA
platform (in India, the two
main vaccines, Covishield
and Covaxin, use different
platforms). The study, con-
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NEW RESEARCH

received a fourth dose 3 to 7 days earlier.
FINDINGS: Rates of confirmed SARS-
CoV-2 infection and severe Covid-19 found
were lower after a fourth dose than after
only three doses. Protection against con-
firmed infection appeared short-lived, but
protection against severe illness did not
wane during the study period.
The unadjusted number
of cases of severe Covid-19
per 100,000 person-days
was: 1.5 in those who got
four doses, 3.9 in those who
got three doses,and 4.2 in the
internal control group
(fourth dose 3 to 7 days ear-
lier). When adjusted, the rate
of severe Covid in the fourth
week after the fourth dose
was lower than that in the

ducted between January 10
and March 10 when the Omicron variant
was predominant, has been published in
The New England Journal of Medicine.
The researchers used Israeli Health
Ministry dataon 12.5 lakh persons aged 60
orolder. It estimated the rate of confirmed
infection and severe Covid starting at 8 days
after the fourth dose, compared with the
rate among persons who had got only
three doses, and among persons who had

three-dose group by a factor
of 3.5, and was lower than that in the in-
ternal control group by a factor of 2.3.
Protection against severeillness did not
wane during 6 weeks after the fourth dose.
The adjusted rate was lower than in the
three-dose group by a factor of 2.0 and was
lower than that in the internal control
group by afactor of 1.8. But this protection
waned in later weeks, the study said.
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

SiMPLY PUT QUESTION & ANSWER

The economics of oil bonds

The Finance Minister has said the govt cannot bring down taxes — and thus oil prices — because it has to pay
for oil bonds issued by the UPA. What are oil bonds, and to what extent do they tie the govt’s hands?

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI,APRIL15

OVER THE last one year, as retail prices of
petrol, diesel and other petroleum products
have surged, the government has attracted
criticism. On several occasions, including
last week, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has sought to counter such crit-
icism by claiming that the current govern-
ment cannot bring down taxes (and, as a
consequence, prices) because it has to pay
for the oil bonds issued by the Congress-led
UPA government.

How far do oil bonds tie the government
down when it comes to taxation of petro-
leum products?

How much of fuel prices is tax?

There are two components to the domes-
tic retail price — the price of crude oil itself,
and the taxes levied on this basic price.
Together they make up the retail price. The
taxes vary from one product to another. For
instance, as of now, taxes account for 50% of
the total retail price for a litre of petrol, and
44% for a litre of diesel.

What has the Finance Minister said?

She has made two main points. One, she
has blamed the ongoing conflict in Ukraine
for higher crude oil prices. Two, on taxes, she
has blamed the UPA era oil bonds. “...
Taxpayers of today are paying for the subsidy
which was dished out to consumers more
than a decade ago in the name of oil bonds
and they will continue to pay for the next five
years as the redemption of bonds continues
till 2026,” she said in Rajya Sabha.

In December 2021, speaking in
Parliament, she had quoted from then
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s 2008
address to the nation: “I would like the na-
tion to remember that issuing bonds and
loading deficits on oil companies is not the
permanent solution to this problem (of high
fuel prices). We are only passing our bur-
den to our children who will have to repay
this debt.”

What are oil bonds? Why were they
issued?

When fuel prices were too high for do-
mestic consumers, governments in the past
often asked oil marketing companies (OMCs)
to avoid charging consumers the full price.

But if oil companies don’t get paid, they
would become unprofitable. To address this,
the government said it would pay the differ-

OIL BONDS NDA INHERITED

PRINCIPAL
Rcr)

1,750.00
1,750.00

DETAILS (INTEREST
RATE, DATE OF MATURITY)

7.61% GOI spl. Bonds,2015*
7.59% GOI spl. Bonds,2015*
8.13% GOl spl. Bonds,2021*  5,000.00
7.75% GOl spl. Bonds,2021*  5,000.00
8.20% GOI spl. Bonds,2023 22,000.00
8.01% GOl spl. Bonds,2023  4,150.00
8.20% GOl spl. Bonds,2024  5,000.00
8.20% GOl spl. Bonds,2024 10,306.33
6.35% GOI spl. Bonds,2024 22,000.00
7.95% GOl spl. Bonds,2025 11,256.92
8.40% GOl spl. Bonds,2025  9,296.92
8.40% GOl spl. Bonds,2026  4,971.00
6.90% GOI spl. Bonds,2026 21,942.00
8.00% GOI spl. Bonds,2026 10,000.00
TOTAL 1,34,423.17

*These bonds have been paid in full

(total paid ¥13,500 crore)

Source (Table 1 & Chart 1): Union Budgets,
Express Research
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ence. But again, if the government paid that
amount in cash, it would have been point-
less, because then the government would
have had to tax the same people to collect
the money to pay the OMCs.

This is where oil bonds come in. An oil
bond is an IOU, or a promissory note issued
by the government to the OMCs, in lieu of
cash that the government would have given
them so that these companies don’t charge
the public the full price of fuel.

An oil bond says the government will pay
the oil marketing company the sum of, say, Rs
1,000 crore in 10years. And to compensate the
OMC for not having this money straightaway,
the government will pay it, say, 8% (or Rs 80
crore) each year until the bond matures.

Thus, by issuing such oil bonds, the gov-
ernment of the day is able to protect/ sub-
sidise the consumers without either ruining
the profitability of the OMC or running a
huge budget deficit itself.

Oil bonds were issued by several govern-
ments in the past. But the ones in question
now are the ones which the UPA govern-
ment issued.

As Table 1 shows, when the NDA govern-
ment under PM Narendra Modi took charge
in 2014, there were bonds worth Rs 1.34
lakh crore that had to be paid between 2015
and 2026.

How much of the UPA-era oil bonds has
the NDA government paid back?

As discussed earlier, there are two com-
ponents of oil bonds that need to be paid off:
the annual interest payment, and the final
payment at the end of the bond’s tenure. By
issuing such bonds, a government can defer
the full payment by 5 or 10 or 20 years, and
in the interim just pay the interest costs.

Table 1 shows that between 2015 and
2021, the NDA government has fully paid off
four sets of oil bonds — a total of Rs 13,500
crore.

Each year, the BJP government had also
had to pay the interest rate on all bonds that
have not matured. Chart 1 shows the amount
paid towards interest payment each year.
Between 2014 and 2022, the BJP government
has had to spend a total of Rs 93,686 crore
towards interest as well as the principal.

Is this amount large enough to restrict
the Finance Ministry from bringing
down the taxes?

Compare the payout with the money that
the government earned from all kinds of
taxes that it levied on petroleum products.
Chart 2, showing total revenues earned by
the Centre and state combined from sector,
this provides this information.

There are three ways to answer the ques-
tion as to whether the amount is large
enough to restrict a reduction in taxes.

The first is to observe that total payout
was just 7% of the total revenues in 2014-15.
As the years progressed, this percentage has
come down because taxes generated from
this sector have soared.

The second is to look at the total revenue
earned by the government (both Centre and
states) between 2014 and 2022 from taxing
petroleum products. This amount is more
than Rs 43 lakh crore. That means the total
payout by the NDA government till date on
account of oil bonds is just 2.2% of the total
revenues earned during this period.

The third way is to note that the total
amount of revenue earned by the Centre
from just one kind of tax— excise tax — in just
—2014-15—was more thanRs 99,000 crore.
(This data point is not separately plotted in
Chart2.)

In other words, while the NDA govern-
ment has had to pay for oil bonds, the pay-
out is not big compared to revenues earned
in this sector.

Still, isn’t it a bad idea to issue such
bonds?

Former PM Manmohan Singh was cor-
rectin noting thatissuing bonds just pushed
the liability to a future generation. But to a
great extent, most of the government’s bor-
rowing is in the form of bonds. This is why
each year the fiscal deficit (which is essen-
tially the level of government’s borrowing
from the market) is so keenly tracked.

Further, in a relatively poor country like
India, all governments are forced to resort to
the use of bonds of some kind. Take the cur-
rent NDA government itself, which has is-
sued bonds worth Rs 2.79 lakh crore (twice
the amount of oil bonds) to recapitalise
public sector banks. These bonds will be
paid by governments till 2036. According
to N R Bhanumurthy, Vice-Chancellor of Dr
B R Ambedkar School of Economics
University in Bengaluru, the main wisdom
while issuing bonds is for a government to
employ this tool towards increasing the
productive capacity of the economy.

Why dominating Black Sea is crucial for Russia

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, APRIL15

THE SINKING of the warship Moskva, the
600-foot, 12,500-tonne flagship of the Black
Sea Fleet, is a serious setback to Russia.

The reversal is both military and sym-
bolic, proof that its vessels can no longer op-
erate with impunity, and a damaging blow
to morale. It lifts Ukrainian hopes, demon-
strating the defenders’ homegrown techno-
logical capability, and exposing a weakness
in the Russian Navy's anti-missile defences.

Russia and the Black Sea

The famed water body that links to the
Sea of Marmara through the Bosphorus and
then to the Aegean through the Dardanelles,
has traditionally been Russia’s warm water
gateway to Europe. For Russia, it is both a
stepping stone to the Mediterranean and a
strategic buffer between NATO and itself.
Domination of the Black Sea region is a
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geostrategic imperative, both to project
Russian power in the Mediterranean and to
secure the economic gateway to key markets
in southern Europe.

The Black Sea Fleet comprises Russian naval
warships in the Black Sea, Sea of Azov,and the
eastern Mediterranean, and is headquartered
in Sevastopol, the major port on the Crimean
peninsula. In 2014, Russia annexed Crimea.

Inapaper titled ‘The Naval Power Shiftin
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The Moskva sails in the Bosphorus,
with the Istanbul skyline in the
background, in June 2021. Reuters

the Black Sea’ on the online platform Waron
the Rocks, Michael B Petersen of the Russia
Maritime Studies Institute at the US Naval
War College, said: “While the Black Sea Fleet
assists with the defence of southern mar-
itime approaches to Russia, it also allows
Moscow to use the Black Sea as a jumping off
point into the eastern and central
Mediterranean... These activities enable its
diplomacy and power projection into areas

where Russia previously had limited influ-
ence, and they retard what Russia believes
are US and NATO efforts to destablise its part-
ners in places like Syria.”

Black Sea in the war

Russia has focussed on dominating the
Black Sea from the beginning of the invasion,
to connect Russiaand Crimea by a ‘land bridge’
by taking the Sea of Azov port of Mariupol
(which appeared imminent on Friday).

Before the loss of the Moskva, Russia was
also expected to focus its military efforts on
Odessa, to the west of Crimea. If the Odessa
region were to fall as well, Ukraine would
lose access to its entire Black Sea coastline
and would in effect be reduced to a land-
locked country. That would be a devastating
blow to the Ukrainian economy.

But the sinking of the Moskva is expected
to put brakes — at least temporarily — on an
anticipated amphibious assault on Odessa.
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What's in the new museum to Prime Ministers: concept, content, technology

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,APRIL1S

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated the Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya at
Teen Murti Estate in New Delhi on Thursday.
The museum recalls the tenures of 14 Prime
Ministers from Jawaharlal Nehru to Man-
mohan Singh, and the various challenges they
navigated while leading the country. (The
museum is a work in progress, and Modi’s
own tenure is not part of the narrative yet.)
“Desh ke har pradhanmantri ne samvid-
haan sammat loktantra ke lakshyon ki poorti
mein bharsak yogdaan diya hai (All Prime
Ministers have contributed immensely to-
wards achieving the goals of constitutional
democracy),” Modi said at the inauguration.

Concept and controversy

Theidea of amuseum dedicated toIndia’s
Prime Ministers was mooted in 2016. The
Congress opposed the idea, since Teen Murti
Estate was Nehru's residence, which was later
turned into a memorial to the first Prime
Minister. Manmohan Singh wrote to Modi,

expressing concern over the “agenda” to
“change the nature and character” of Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library (NMML)and
the Teen Murti complex.

NMML officials say Teen Murti Estate,
where Nehru lived for 16 years, is the natural
home for the Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya
because of the continuity the site represents.

The Rs 270-crore project was approved in
2018, and NMML was appointed the nodal
agency for the projectin May 2019. Delaysin
civil works and content and curationissues, as
well as disruptions caused by pandemic lock-
downs resulted in the project missing the
completion deadline of October 2020.

Erstwhile Nehru Museum

What used to be the Nehru Museum has
been integrated with the new building. The
Nehru Museum is now designated as Block I
of the Prime Ministers’ Museum, and has
been technologically upgraded. Anumber of
gifts Nehru received from all over the world,
which had notbeen putondisplay so far; have
been exhibited in the toshakhana on the first
floor of the renovated Block .

Two new galleries — Constitution Gallery

WL AT _.15-}&
e = F = -

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the museum on Thursday. P11

and India at Independence: British Legacy —
have been added on the ground floor.

The new building

The top of the new museum — Block Il of
the complex — is built in the shape of the
Ashok Chakra, from where visitors walk
down to the various galleries. The ground
floor has galleries dedicated to Gulzarilal

Nanda, Lal Bahadur Shastri, Indira Gandhi, P
VNarasimha Rao,H D Deve Gowda, IK Gujral,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and Manmohan Singh.

The first floor has galleries dedicated to
Rajiv Gandhi, V P Singh, Chandra Shekhar,
Morarji Desai,and Charan Singh. The guiding
principle has been to recognise the contribu-
tion of all Prime Ministers in a non-partisan
manner, officials said.

The Shastri gallery highlights his role in
the Green Revolution and the Indo-Pak war of
1965.The Indira gallery highlights India’s role
in the liberation of Bangladesh, and the na-
tionalisation of banks. The Vajpayee gallery
celebrates himasagreat parliamentarianand
orator, and highlights India’s victory in the
Kargil War and the Pokhran nuclear tests. The
economic reforms of the early 1990s and the
civil nuclear deal with the US are highlighted
among Manmohan Singh’s contributions.

Memorabilia, displays

Over the last two years, families of all for-
mer Prime Ministers were requested to give
some of their personal items for display.
Shastri’s family gave his charkha, badminton
racquet and some letters; Morarji's family do-
nated his copy of the Bhagavad Gita, his
Gandbhi topi, pen, and rudraksh mala.

Some handwritten diaries of Chandra
Shekhar are on display, as are Vajpayee’s
Bharat Ratna medal, spectacles, wristwatch,
and some letters.

No new personal items have been added
in the Indira and Rajiv galleries.

The displays comprise photographs,

New Delhi

speeches, video clips, newspaper inter-
views, and some original writings. These
were collected from Doordarshan, Films
Division, Sansad TV, the Ministry of
Defence, Indian and foreign media houses
and news agencies, and the toshakhana of
the Ministry of External Affairs.

Families were requested for valuable in-
formation about the leaders; most of this con-
tent has been acquired on perpetual licence.

Virtual engagement

The 10,491-sq-m museum, built at a fi-
nal cost of Rs 306 crore, has 43 galleries, and
can accommodate 4,000 visitors at a time.
There is a ‘Time Machine’ to transport visi-
torsinto the past,and an engagement zone,
‘Anubhuti’, offers a walk with the hologram
of any Prime Minister, a picture with the
PMs, or a letter ‘signed’ by them.

The museum makes extensive use of vir-
tual reality, augmented reality, holograms,
and audio-visual elements. A levitating em-
blemis the centrepiece of the reception zone,
and ‘Glimpses of the Future’ on the ground
floor allows visitors to be virtually part of fu-
ture projects.
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With 3-1 win
over Germany,
India stay top of
standings

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHUBANESWAR, APRIL 15

THE INDIAN men's hockey team defeated an
inexperienced Germany 3-1 in the second
match of the double-leg tie to consolidate its
lead at the top of the FIH Pro League stand-
ings here on Friday. The Indians scored
through Sukhjeet Singh (19th minute), Varun
Kumar (41st) and Abhishek (54th), while
Germany's lone goal was scored by Anton
Boeckel (45th).

The Indians had defeated Germany 3-0in the
first match of the tie on Thursday.

India are now sitting pretty at the top
with 27 points from 12 games, while
Germany are placed second with 17 points
from 10 matches. Against a new-look
Germany, whose half a dozen players of the
22-member squad made their debut in these
two games, the Indians continued their dom-
ination. The Indians made some fine runs
into the opposition circle in the first quarter
but failed to convert any of the chances. Four
minutes into the second quarter, Sukhjeet
handed India the lead with a clever field goal.
Sukhjeet found himself at the right position
inside the circle to score only his second in-
ternational goal after being beautifully set up
by Manpreet Singh and Nilkanta Sharma. The
goal ignited sparks into India's game as they
started to move around the turf freely and
their passing too looked impressive. The
Germans put the opposition defence a bit
under pressure on the final few minutes of
the second quarter and managed a shot but
Krishan Bahadur Pathak was alert under the
Indian post.

India enjoyed the lions share of posses-
sion in the first half with three shots on goal
against none. Three minutes after the change
of ends, India finally secured their first
penalty corner but Germany goalkeeper Jean
Danneberg made a great reflex save to deny
Harmanpreet Singh. In the 41st minute,
Shilanand Lakra earned another penalty cor-
ner for India and this time Varun Kumar per-
fectly placed the ball low into the bottom left
corner to double the home team's lead.
Germany, however, pulled one back four
minutes later through Anton Boeckel, who
pushed into an empty goal after India custo-
dian PR Sreejesh committed early. Abhishek
made it 3-1 in the 54th minute with a vicious
shot from the left side of the circle after re-
ceiving a long pass from Harmanpreet.

The Germans gave their heart and soul
in the final few minutes of the game and in
the process secured a penalty corner but
Pathak palmed away the ball to deny the vis-
itors any inroads.

The two wins marks the end of India’s
home campaign in the FIH Pro League.

Frankfurt deliver knockout
punchoninsipid Barcelona

Spanish club loses 4-3 on aggregate in the Europa League quarter-final

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BARCELONA, APRIL15

BARCELONA’S EUROPEANcampaign has
gone from bad to worse in its first season
post Lionel Messi.

First the Spanish powerhouse was elim-
inated from the lucrative Champions
League, and now it has been knocked out of
the second-tier Europa League by Eintracht
Frankfurt. The German team stunned
Barcelona 3-2 at the Camp Nou to advance
to the semifinals on a 4-3 aggregate score.
Barcelona was the title favorite, looking to
win the one trophy not in its collection. It
was playing for the first time in the Europa
League and had never won its predecessor,
the UEFA Cup, reaching the semifinals on
four occasions but not getting to a final.
Frankfurt won the UEFA Cup in 1980.

Frankfurt will next face West Ham after
the Premier League club advanced to a
European competition semifinals for first
time since 1976 by eliminating Lyon 4-1 on
aggregate. Earlier, Christopher Nkunku
scored twice to help Leipzig reach its first
semifinals in a European competition with
a2-0victory at Atalanta.

Kemar Roofe scored in extra time for
Rangers to prevail 3-1 over nine-man Braga
for a 3-2 aggregate victory to face Leipzig
next. Leicester became the first team to ad-
vance to the semifinals of the inaugural
Europa Conference League after coming
from a goal down to beat PSV Eindhoven 2-
1 in the Netherlands. The Premier League
team will next play Roma. With José
Mourinho in charge, Roma is one of the fa-
vorites to win UEFA's new third-tier compe-
tition. The Italian club gotits revenge with a
4-0 victory over Norway's Bodg/Glimt to
make the semifinals 5-2 on aggregate.

Barcelona had possession, but Frankfurt
scored. They had entered tied 1-1 after the
firstleg.In a dream start for the visitors, Filip
Kostic put them ahead 1-0 from the penalty
spot four minutes into the game, sending
goalkeeper Marc-André ter Stegen the
wrong way. Rafael Borre doubled the advan-
tage still in the first half with a drive into the
roof of the net from 25 meters (yards), giv-
ing Ter Stegen no chance. Kostic scored again
in the 67th minute. Barcelona threatened
late when Sergio Busquets scored in the 91st
minute. The visitors were reduced to 10 af-
ter Evan N'Dicka received the second yellow
ahead of substitute Memphis Depay's
penalty 11 minutes into stoppage time.
American defender Sergifio Dest entered for
Barcelona in the 61st, his first appearance

Barcelona’s Ronald Araujo and teammates look dejected after the match. AP

since straining his left thigh at Galatasaray
on March 17. In Lyon, West Ham survived
early pressure and Craig Dawson netted the
opening goal from Pablo Fornals' corner kick
in the 38th. Declan Rice doubled the lead
with a deflected shot six minutes later.
Jarrod Bowen stretched the lead to 3-0 three
minutes into the second half with a low shot
from the edge of the area.

At the Ibrox Stadium in Glasgow, James
Tavernier erased a 1-0 deficit from the first
leg in Braga with an angled shot in the sec-
ond minute. The Rangers defender scored
his second from a penalty just before half-
time. David Carmo's header for Braga in the
83rd minute forced extra time, and Roofe's
effort in the 101st propelled Rangers.
Nkunku scored after 18 minutes on a feed
from Konrad Laimer and doubled the lead
on a penalty late in the second half to seal
Leipzig's 3-1 aggregate win. Atalanta goal-
keeper Juan Musso had fouled Nkunku in
the area to set up the Frenchman's 30th goal
of the season in all competitions.

Leicester advance to semis
Meanwhile, Leicester became the first
team to advance to the semifinals of the in-
augural Europa Conference League after
coming from a goal down to beat PSV
Eindhoven 2-1 in the Netherlands.
Leicester's 2-1 aggregate victory after a 0-0
draw in the first leg sets up a semifinal match

against Roma. Ricardo Pereira scored the
winner two minutes from time to earn the
first European semifinals for Leicester after
goalkeeper Yvon Mvogo saved substitute
Patson Daka's attempt. Eindhoven opened
the scoring when former Germany interna-
tional Mario Gotze set up Eran Zahavi to net
his eighth European goal this season and
fourth in the last four Europa Conference
League games.

James Maddison canceled that out for
Leicester in the 77th minute. At Stadio
Olympic in Rome, striker Tammy Abraham
opened the scoring for Roma in the fifth
minute before Nicolo Zaniolo stole the show.
He increased the lead to 3-0 with two goals
— the first one between the legs of goal-
keeper Nikita Haikin — in the span of six
minutes later in the first half and completed
his hat trick early in the second. Marseille
won the second leg at PAOK Thessaloniki 1-
0 to advance 3-1 on aggregate and meet
Feyenoord in the semifinals after the Dutch
club knocked out Slavia Prague 6-4 on ag-
gregate. Cyriel Dessers scored twice to lead
Feyenoord to a 3-1 victory over Slavia.

Tale of missed chances for
Mumbai City FC in ACL
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Mumbai FC missed three chances in the 1-0 loss to Al Jazira

SHASHANKNAIR
APRIL15

APENALTY that should have been awarded,
ashot careening off the crossbar, and a goal-
mouth melee at the death that should have
resulted ina goal - Mumbai City FC had their
chances to win on Thursday night. But
against an Al Jazira side looking for their first
win of the competition, luck, poor finishing
and poorer refereeing meant that the
Islanders suffered their second defeat in
three games of the Asian Champions League.

Coming into the game, Mumbai were up-
beat. Having achieved their target of winning
one matchin the group stage - becoming the
first Indian club to do so - they were looking
to go one step further. In front of them were
Al Jazira, a UAE Pro League club that is
amongst the best in Asia, but had lost their
opening two games, including to Air Force
Club, the team Mumbai had narrowly edged
out. The start of the game was similar to how
Mumbai have approached this tournament.
Anendeavour to keep possession, especially
by a defensive line that was constantly be-
ing hounded, were successful to a point. But
eventually, Mumbai would run out of the
quality required to bypass a high pressing
line and give the ball up in sensitive areas -
inviting Al Jazira to attack.

And attack they did. Once again, just like
in the Air Force Club match, it was the inabil-
ity of the opposition to finish in the final third
that kept the Indian club in the game. That,
and the occasional moment of brilliance
from goalkeeper Mohamed Nawaz, who re-
placed Phurba Lachenpa from the previous
match. After the match, Al Jazira coach
Marcel Keizer said that tiredness also played
its part. Nine of his players have now played
90 minutes of football three times in the span
of nine days.

Mumbai managed to evade Al Jazira’s
shots at goal until the 40th minute. Substitute

Mehtab Singh, brought on after Amey
Ranawade suffered an injury in the early
minutes of the game, was unlucky to touch a
deflected ball with his fingers in the penalty
box. The referee blew his whistle and up
stepped Ali Mabkhout to take the penalty.
The UAE international, with 79 goals in 103
matches for his country, aimed for Nawaz’s
left-hand side and despite the goalkeeper
getting his hand on the ball, it still went in for
the only goal of the game.

Mumbai’s 90 minutes against Al Jazira
could have been salvaged three times. The
first chance came minutes after Mabkhout
had scored. Mumbai striker Diego Mauricio
was given space to run with the ball by Al
Jazira defenders. The striker, who has been
instrumental in these three games in holding
the ball in the final third and allowing
Mumbai players to link up with the play,
chose to go for goal. But just when he entered
the box, he was brought down for what
should have been a stonewall penalty. But
the referee didn’t see it that way and instead
awarded Mauricio a yellow card for playact-
ing. The second chance came late in the game
after some sustained pressure from Mumbai.
Previous match’s hero Rahul Bheke, forced
to play on the right-hand side due to
Ranawade’s injury, was bringing the ball
along the touchline. He then lofted what
seemed like a cross, but was actually a shot
on target, towards the Al Jazira goal. The ball
rebounded off the crossbar and went out of
play - yet another moment that could have
changed the complexion of the game.

But the best chance for Mumbai was their
final corner of the match in the 90th minute.
Substitute Raynier Fernandes was at the end
of a corner from Lallianzuala Chhangte.
Fernandes had all the time in the world at
the far post, with no Al Jazira player tracking
him. But the midfielder completely mist-
imed his shot and Mumbai fell to last spotin
Group B after Al Shabab and Air Force played
outa 1-1 draw.

CROSSWORD 4716

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

HAMMT, WHAT™S
OUR DEEFEST
EELRET?

THUSEED &

LA 1H BEND

JUST T SEE
HiM I,

ACROSS

1 Widespread form of chore
(8)

5Kink in a nautical knot (4)
9 Spoke in the plural? (5)

DOWN

1 Cupid upset and resentful
(4)

2 Last to finish with majority
(7)

10 Intuition, but not in 3 Gave spotcash?(4,2,3,3)
teaching(7) 4 An upright and amazingly
11 Pass our plan for interior true character (6)

decoration (6,6) 6 Banish to a former French
13 Inturnit’s consumed with  island(5)

decay(6) 7 Entertainer, possibly

14 Makes arun to clinch the Sudanese (8)

match (6) 8 Round trip? (8,4)

17 Burial fees? (5,7) 12 What you can make as you
20Possiblyridesroundtosee  goalong(8)

newspapermen (7) 15 Exact point covered by the
21 Suppose one includes a summary (7)

mathematical symbol 16 Virtuous, but possibly

(5) cheats (6)

22 Skid and get killed (4) 18 Bad ideas produce barely

23 It may be read twice with audible comment (5)
an expression of dismay 19 Female right to German
(4,4) male title (4)

Solutions Crossword 4715: Across: 1 Frostbite, 8 Anita, 9 Emerald, 10 Mexico, 11
Lassie, 12 Tuesdays, 15 Alliance, 18 Vowing, 20 Hawser, 21 Stately, 22 Sprat, 23
Shorthand. Down: 2 Rumba, 3 Stress, 4 Bulletin, 5 Easels, 6 Digital, 7 Carousing, 11
Layaghost, 13 Elevator, 14 Flowers, 16 Agents, 17 Switch, 19 Nylon.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

Allartis autobiographical. The___isthe____autobiography - Federico Fellini (5..,7)
CPAEE FOYLST

LYORR ORTPSY
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FRANKFURT 3 2 BARCELONA
Kostic4’ (P) 67’ Busquets 90+1’
Maury 36 Depay 90+11’(P)
AGGREGATE4-3
HUH.

HIS HaME WS ANDY.
I'D JUST GEAT HIM
AT CANDY LARD.,.
HE HEEDED A HLS,

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Friends and partners
are bound to be

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Everyone, no matter
what their

faa, 2422

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

FILL, ARE WE
FRESHWATER
FISH?

YEAH, WHEN MARVIN'G OLD AN
REMEMBERS TO CHANGE OLIR WATER

)

New Delhi

@ jumpy this weekend.
You may have to
you might have to alter your
amount of emotional intensity
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
sound judgment this

the victim of unfair criticism or
good reason for their moods,
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
moment, or get
approaching arational
issues, mainly because partners
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
hilt as far as your

settle for a number of broken
arrangements and accept that
opinion of close friends or
colleagues. There's a fair
today, although it diminishes as
the hours pass.

The world as a whole
@ will be short on

weekend, so please
don't feel singled out if you are
attacks from friends or relatives.
It might be that partners have
evenif they're nothing to do
with you.

Itis difficult to think
@ clearly at the

other people to
indulge in anything
discussion. You may be wise to
steer clear of contentious
will almost certainly disagree
with you.

Back your instincts
@ and hunches to the

personal plans are
concerned, but be very wary

I about putting anything into
i action until you are completely
confident and absolutely sure of
] your ground. You'll probably
: have to wait until partners have
; made up their minds before you
= canpress ahead.
! LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
_____ I i = You don't take kindly
o o [ @ to being told to wait
o [ your turn and hold
your horses.
However, it will be a brave Leo
who takes on any new
initiatives. Keep your head
Difficulty Level 2s . N down and avoid trouble, wait
Instructions 2] 4 3| (@) until you sense that blind
Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle, 1 3|2 g 4\ Fi215/6 918 31 opposition has passed, and
iqi | reason has returned.
© | memeppesnmchorth I S5 (B38117 41625 VIRGO (Aog24-Sep.25)
ug 24 - Sep
00 nine vertical columns, in - x 1 5/58|32]4[89!7 It's a fine moment
< each of the nine horizontal a5 3 G 1 8 71819 2 3|5 6 4 for shopping, indeed
- | rowsandin each of the | E }, 1 5 =) . . for any extravagant
N nine boxes. | | I n g 2:5(6 4|1]7 8 3 h houtb(l]ll‘st; ¥Ou seem
: " to have a shrewd eye fora
8 1 & 3 s P4 3 647 8 5]191 2 bargain. However, you must
2| omcyiens 2 2 Q(Eeli]2e7]3 416 eer ittt opporamticsas
) | 1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy; g - = 6 4 713 1/ 825989 potential disaster areas.
iy _ 3|4 o f .
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; | = 1 T Therefore, why don't you give
5s=\VeryHard; 6s= 4 Q T (@) 2 8i3413/6]1/7'8 yourself at least a few more
Genius (7)) days to think things over.

e sign, is likely to be
Your trump card is your ability
may be just a little upset, but
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
stronger, and that
need to be a super-enlightened
around this weekend. It's all
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
of avoiding some of
aspanner in the works of a
questions about the future to
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
complaintsis bad
is even worse. That's why
Please try to retain your
stressful circumstances.
planets are now at
frustrate each other's efforts, so
seems little you can do to
them quite happily.
and there is no need
unpleasantness, so let other
person you are, if you did not
By doing good to others, you'll

involved in events which may
to put up with almost any
reallyit's all water offa
Your financial stars
@ augurs well for your
person to avoid some of the
down to the Sun-Moon
Goingonaspending
@ the emotional 'u'
generally pleasant weekend.
one side and concentrate on
Having to put up
@ enough, but coping
you need to set up strong
sense of humour and
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
loggerheads, all
you may feel pulled and pushed
resolve such pressures just yet,
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
for you to get
people battle it out. You would
come forward to help those
do good to yourself.

individual birth
be surprising or shocking.
amount of criticism. You
duck’s back.
are growing
material security. But, you will
emotional flak which is flying
alignment, so it won't last long.
spree may be a way
turns which seem to be putting
Lay your own pressing
here and now.
with personal
with professional problems
emotional defences.
laugh your way through
Several of your
@ determined to
indifferent directions. There
but you may be able to live with
Youlike a quiet life
@ involvedin
not be the compassionate
who are having a hard time of it.
[]
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PLAYING TODAY
Indian Premier League
MIvsLSG,330pm,
DCvsRCB, 7.30pm,

Live on Star Sports Network

— BRIEFLY ——

Bahrain-based
Investcorpintalksto
buy AC Milan

London: Asset manager Investcorp has
entered into exclusive talks to purchase
Italian club AC Milan, a source close to
the deal told Reuters on Friday. The
source said the deal to buy the Serie A
club from current owners Elliott
Management Corporation was close to
being completed. Investcorp, whichis
domiciled in Bahrain and has offices
globally, is an asset manager with lines
of business including private equity,
real estate, absolute return invest-
ments, infrastructure, credit manage-
ment, and strategic capital. t manages
over $42 billion in assets. American
firm Elliott Management Corporation
took over seven-times European
champions Milan in 2018. Investcorp
and Elliott would not comment when
contacted by Reuters. REUTERS

Zverev beats Sinnerin
threetoenter semis

Monte Carlo: Alexander Zverev sur-
vived a first-set blip to break Jannik
Sinner's resilience and reach the semi-
finals of the Monte Carlo Masters with
an epic 5-7 6-3 7-6(5) victory. The
German second seed struggled to stay
focussed but eventually tamed his 20-
year-old opponent in the deciding
tiebreak. Zverev, who battled for more
than three hours with the ninth seed,
will next meet either defending cham-
pion Stefanos Tsitsipas or Argentine
Diego Schwartzman. Earlier, Spain's
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina reached
his first Masters semi-final by beating
American Taylor Fritz 2-6 6-4 6-3 and
will take on Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov.
Aterrible service game by Sinner gave
Zverev a break for 3-1 but the German
failed to hold on to the advantage and
the Italian broke back before bagging
the opening set. REUTERS

Pujaramakes 6 off 15
on Sussexdebut

Derby: Senior India batter Cheteshwar
Pujara could only score sixoff 15 ballsin
his first innings of the 2022 County
Championship here on Friday. Making
his debut for Sussex, Pujara was dis-
missed in the 24th over on day two of
the division two game against
Derbyshire, who amassed 505 in their
firstinnings. It was not the best of starts
toacounty stint for Pujarawhoneedsa
bagful of runs to make a comebackinto
the Indian Test team. Star Pakistan
keeper batter Mohammad Rizwan is
alsoin Sussex playing eleven. PTI

New Zealand, England
totourPakistan

Karachi: Pakistan will host five men's
and women's teams over the next 12
months as PCBannounced theinterna-
tional calendar on Friday. The Pakistan
men'’s team is scheduled to play seven
Tests, 17 ODIs and a minimum of 25
T20Is in the next 12 months while the
women's team participate in the ICC
Women's Championship, ICCU19 and
T20 World Cups and Birmingham
Commonwealth Games. The PCB con-
firmed that West Indies, England and
New Zealand men's sides will tour
Pakistan twice each in the next 12
months while Sri Lanka and Ireland
women will visit Pakistan in May/June
and October/November. PTI

Sunrisers shine in night sky

Tripathi and Markram score impactful 50s as Hyderabad beat Kolkata by 7 wickets

Ay

Sunrisers Hyderabad’s Rahul Tripathi smashed 71 off 37 against Kolkata Knight Riders.

Sportzpics for IPL

SYNOPSIS: Stroke-ful Tripathi cor-
nerstones chase after fiery pace-pack
sting KKR

SANDIPG
APRIL15

RAHULTRIPATHI and Aiden Markram struck
fifties to give Sunrisers a facile win over
Kolkata Knight Riders, whose total of 175
prove inadequate. The win, though, was set
up by a supreme exhibition of aggressive fast
bowling by Umran Malik and T Natarajan.

Stroke-ful Rahul

Rahul Tripathi is something of an enigma
in Indian cricket. He has an array of strokes
that could melt the eyes; a technique that’s
sturdier than some of the silly shots he plays
to get out suggest; he has the courage to take
on some of the most feared bowlers in the
game. But alas, his body of work does not
match his potential.

That he is the highest run-getter among
uncapped players captures the story of his
career. He gets the runs, but not by truckloads
that could barge his way to the national team.
He is already 31, not an age where selectors
could take a leap of faith in him. There,
though, is the example of Suryakumar Yadav,
but for that, he needs a Suryakumar Yadav
kind of a season too.

But there always is a start, and this in-
nings, wherein he surreptitiously blended
aggression and timing, could be the start of
the phase. From the moment he strode in,
there was a sense of purpose and urgency
about him. There were a host of familiar faces
around him—he was a Kolkata Knight Rider
last year, and he seemed to know the
strength and flaws of every player inside out.
Just the second legal ball he faced, he flicked
Umesh Yadav, one of his best friends in the
KKR team, regally through fine-leg.

The stroke conveyed the mood and touch
he was in. But how many times have you
seen him flatter to deceive? But this one did
not. His next four was classier, Pat Cummins

IPLTABLE

TEAM | M | W | L | PT | NRR
GI |5|4|1|8]0450
RR |5|3|2|6 0389
PK |5]|3|2]|6 0239
KKR |6 | 3|36 |0223
IS |5]3|2]|6 |01
RB |5 3|2] 60006
SRH |5 3|2]| 6 |-019
DC |4 |2]|2] 40476
K |5]1]4|2|-0745
M [5[0]|5]0]-1072

had only pitched marginally fuller, but he
pressed forth, a full-fledged front-foot press,
and drove him through covers. Even the
Australian gazed at him admiringly.

After demonstrating his elegance, he
showed his mental flexibility, his ability to
improvise his strokes. Andre Russell had just
nailed captain Kane Williamson with a short-
of-length ball that he under-edged. Tripathi
ventured for the ball.

Though short, the ball seamed back in to
congest him for room, but he swayed his body
back to get under the ball and fetched it over
square leg. Russell and KKR were suddenly
short of ideas and inspiration.

Their captain Shreyas lyer summoned
Varun Chakravarthy. Tripathy shunned him
of all his mystery, looting him for a three
sixes and a four in four balls he faced across
two overs.

Ina modest chase of 176, that was all the
momentum SRH had craved for. KKR
blinked, they froze, options were running
out. Sunil Narine was the last throw of the
dice. Tripathy stole singles of the first few
balls diligently.

But when he landed an off-break fuller
outside the off-stump, he lunged forth and
swatted him with the impatient disdain of a
brute annoyed by a pesky fly. Soon after, he

completed his half-century, off only 21 balls.
Run-rate under control, he decelerated and
inched SRH closer to the finish line. Though
he perished, Aiden Markram, with an un-
beaten 68 steered them home with 13 balls
to spare.

KKR would feel that the snubbed are bit-
ing them. Only a few games ago, Kuldeep
Yadav, who was benched for almost the en-
tire season, demolished them with an exhi-
bition of high-class spin bowling. It was
Tripathi’s turn next, and they would be won-
dering whose turn it would be next.

Sting of the pace-pack

Only one of SRH’s pace quartet is an over-
seas entity—the South African Marco Jansen.
But their domestic assemblage sufficed.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, though not at his de-
ceptive best showed the value of his experi-
ence, removing Pat Cummins at a crucial
juncture of the match. His assortment of
yorkers and slower ones are still hard to line
up for the big strokes.

But the man who is making batsmen hop
in fear is Umran Malik. He enhanced his rep-
utation by ratcheting up hostility and aggro.
He blasted the stumps of Shreyas Iyer with
a blinding yorker, before he restricted the
marauding Andre Russell to just two runs in
an over that was all fire and fury. The
Jamaicandid all he could to connect with the
ball, but ended swishing the thin air five
times in an over. A rib-shattering bouncer
had him spread-eagled on the turf, while try-
ing to bob away from it.

The forgotten T Natarajan too showed
stirrings of a renaissance after a set of unfor-
tunate injuries. He dislodged Venkatesh Iyer
and Sunil Narine with the new ball before he
swallowed Nitish Rana, the top-scorer with
54 runs, at the death.

Though Russell brought on the afterburn-
ers, KKR'’s total fell inadequate.

BRIEF SCORES: KKR 175 for 8 in 20 overs
(Nitish Rana 54, Andre Russell 49 not out; T
Natarajan 3/37, Umran Malik 2/27) VS SRH
176/3 in 17.5 overs (Rahul Tripathi 71, Aiden
Markram 68 not out; Andre Russell 2/20).

EMOTIONAL
ROLLERCOASTER

AndreRussellis notoften in the middle
foralong time, but definitely fora good
time. And a good time for the Jamaican
involves sending the white ball over the
boundary with brute force. Not for him
playing according to the situation. In
fact, teams plan to send him when the
situation is ripe for him. On Friday too,
it didn’t matter to Russel that Kolkata
Knight Riders had lost half their side
with seven overs to go when he strode
to the crease. The second ball he faced,
from impressive South African pacer
Marco Jansen, was intended for some
fearsome punishment but resulted in
only a brace through midwicket. The
nextone,alength ball, landed way over
therope as Russell seemed to be warm-
ing up to his task.

The West Indian is a murderer of
medium pace stuff and Sunrisers
Hyderabad skipper Kane Williamson
gambled to bring on his express
bowler Umran Malik, who had just
one over left. Malik is not known for

Burning areview

Jagadeesha Suchith appealed as desper-
ately as a man about to drown in a sea of
sharks and as excitedly as someone who
had seen the sea for the first time in his life.
Wicketkeeper Nicholas Pooran was barely
amused and did not appeal even half-
heartedly. The umpire let out a bemused
smile, as if wondering why (and for what)
the bowler was appealing. Skipper Kane
Williamson almost laughed off the sugges-
tion of areview. But Suchith persisted, and
eventually coaxed Williamson to make the
‘T’ sign. The angle was difficult for an LBW
—aleft-arm spinner from over the stumps
toaleft-hander. The batsman, Nitish Rana,
who had attempted a sweep, had missed
the ball entirely. Invariably, the review
seemed impetuous, to put it mildly, in the
end. But Suchithstill could not fathom, and
had there been an option, he would have
reviewed the review.

Kane Williamson was in a mood to pull
any ball that was pitched marginally
short, or even short of length. Unlike
many modern-day batsmen, and some
of the past masters, who pull compul-
sively from the front foot, he does it the
orthodox way. He shifts his weight onto
the backfoot, presses back deep into the
crease, arches his upper body like the
curve of a bow and swivels as he com-
pletes the shot.

The absence of violent movements
makes the pose a collector’s item. He un-
furled a gorgeous one against Umesh
Yadav. Four balls later, he essayed a more
powerful one against Andre Russell. The
ball had bounced more than he had
judged, but he rose with the bounce and
flayed him through mid-wicket. The

f—

Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game

The fast one tames the furious one

his economy, but serious pace, and the
over produced ariveting contest. The
bowler was lucky to get a dot ball with
a full toss to begin with. The second
ball was hit through the off-side for a
brace. The batsman missed the slog
off alength ball next and then, Russell
was beaten by extra pace and bounce
on the cut shot. The fifth ball was a
bouncer that Russell avoided some-
how by hitting the turf. The last one
was a length ball outside off that the
batsman missed again. Just two runs
in the 16th over against one of the
fiercest hitters of the cricket ball, there
was no doubt about the winner of this
contest.

Tripathi’s sleep cycle

Sunil Gavaskar went
wow, deservingly so,
after Rahul Tripathi,
one of the most tal-
ented Indian bats-
menin thePL, lofted
Varun Chakravarthy
over the cover
boundary. He crash-landed Sunil Narine
too and punched Pat Cummins over
cover. Over the years, for various IPL
teams, he has been opener, anchor, fin-
isher - and done all roles with aplomb
against pace and spin. In his early years,
whenin the Rising Pune Supergiant team,
he picked one trait from MS Dhoni that
he still follows. Sleeping late. On non-
match nights, he would sleep at 10.30 pm
but that would change. “He would sleep
late. I tried to follow Dhonibhai as  have
tobeatmybestat730.Sleepat2-3inthe
night, get up at 10-11. Then again try to
get an afternoon nap. Sleep as much as |
can. So, there are not too many thoughts,
fidgetiness. Sleep more, relax and around
3.30-4or so, I start getting ready and fresh
and ready to go by 6.30. And try to keep
this routine on non-match days too,” he
once told SG Sports. Be a conscious in-
somniac if you want todo wellin the IPL,
then.

One pull too many for Williamson

next ball was identical and he recoiled
for the pull. But the ball, an off-cutter that
skid on, didn’t bounce as much as he had
expected, and he ended up dragging the
ball onto the stumps. Never has
Williamson, who usually wears restraint
in both joy and agony, looked so livid. He
bent down, cursed himself, and in an un-
characteristic burst of rage, almost blew
the stumps away.

From tent to Trident: Salman’s journey as a CSK net bowler

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, APRIL15

“YEH DEKHO swimming pool. Ek dum
Maldives jaisa hai (See the swimming pool.
It's just like in the Maldives).”

Salman Khan, 22, provides a virtual tour
of his posh hotel to his family, who live in a
small tent at Mumbai’s Cross Maidan, where
his father works as a groundsman. On nor-
mal cricketing afternoons, the tent works as
adressing room for cricket teams.

Barring his father Idris, none of his family
members knew where Maldives is and why
itis famous.

But since being roped in by Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) as a net bowler for the on-
going Indian Premier League season, Salman
hasbeen living the highlife, evenif onatem-
porary basis.

He says his conversations back home are
unusual these days. His father not only asks
him about what happened at the nets, but
also about the hotel he is stationed in.
Whether he met Mahendra Singh Dhoni and
what did he tell him.

The iconic hotel at Nariman Point has
been a landmark for Mumbaikars and
Salman hadn’t seen it from inside, until CSK
happened.

Over the years, his father has rolled pitches
and seen many boys becoming stars overnight
and now the family hopes that Salman can

change the fortunes of the family.

“One day, I got a call from a Chennai Super
Kings official asking me whether I can join
as a net bowler for this season. Later, I got to
know my name was recommended by
(Mumbai player) Tushar Deshpande. I was
excited because [ will get a chance to learn,
otherwise I would be just playing club
cricket,” Salman said over phone.

CSK have been the pioneers in helping
net bowlers make the transition to becom-
ing IPL players. Two current players of the
franchise - Mukesh Choudhary and Prashant
Solanki - were net bowlers for them till last
season, before being roped in at this year’s
mega auction.

Salman hopes the same can happen for
him. His father always has one line to end his

conversations. “Abu phone karke bolta hai
achcha kar, tera acha hoga, toh hamara bhi
hoga. Bowling mein khush kar dena
(Whenever my father calls, he tells me to do
well, so that something good will happen to
them in the future. Make everyone happy
through your bowling). I only say I will try
my best,” Salman, who has represented
Mumbai in under-23 and junior cricket, says.

The rays of the floodlights and the loud
cheering at the Wankhede Stadium reaches
Salman’s home. He has been sending pics of
him with Dhoni and other players. Salman
did bump into Dhoni and CSK captain
Ravindra Jadeja, and asked them about his
bowling. It took some time to gain Dhoni’s
confidence but, Salman says, at CSK every-
oneis equal.

“I spoke to Mahi bhai and Jadeja. I want
to learn from them, these two months might
change my life. I asked Mahi bhai about my
bowling. He said, ‘Salman, off-spinner ko T20
mein sab maarne hi dekhte hai, so thoda
dimag se dalne ka, jyada sochne ka (in T20s,
everyone tries to hit the off-spinner, so put
some thought behind your bowling). He said
he will speak to me after a few games. The
franchise is treating us like everyone else. We
are getting the same treatment like every-
one else. The environment is superb.”

Back at Cross Maidan, Idris is happy that
his son has got a big push. In his four decades
asagroundsman, he has seen Sachin becom-
ing Tendulkar and Zaheer Khan becoming
India’s lethal pace bowler.

“I'mvery happy for him.I'm a small man.
I just want him to do well in life. In 40 years
asagroundsman, [ have seen people becom-
ing stars, [ just want my son to play good
cricket aur apne paon pe khada ho jaye bus
(and stand on his own feet),” Idris hopes.

From Tent to Trident Hotel, Salman will
now hope life changes for him from here on.

DC physio Farhart
tests positive

Mumbai: Delhi Capitals physio
Patrick Farhart has tested positive for
COVID-19, the first case of coron-
avirus in [PL 2022. In a statement,
BCCI stated: "Delhi Capitals physio
Patrick Farhart has been tested posi-
tive for Covid-19. He is being moni-
tored by the DC Medical Team at the
moment." The BCCI's medical team
has advised all members of the Delhi
Capitals toisolate themselves. A team
has to undergo Covid-19 tests 48
hours before their game. Another
round of testing was conducted on
Friday evening. The team's practice
session was also canceled. Delhi is
scheduled to meet Bangalore on
Saturday at the Wankhede Stadium.

As per the protocol, a team needs
to be able to field at least 12 players
(seven in the playing XI must be
Indian). “BCCl atits discretion will at-
tempt to reschedule the match for
later in the season. If this is not possi-
ble, the issue will be referred to the IPL
technical committee," [PL rules state.
Itis learnt Farhart was in contact with
most players. "The fresh testing has
been done. Those whose second re-
port (Friday test) comes negative will
be allowed to travel for the next
game,” a BCCl official said. ENS
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