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Suggesteddirect
conversation
betweenboth
Presidents:PMO

SHUBHAJITROY
&KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

EXPRESSING“DEEPconcern”for
the safetyandsecurityof Indian
students still in Ukraine, Prime
MinisterNarendraModispoketo
RussianPresidentVladimirPutin
and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr ZelenskyyMonday
andsoughttheirsupportforsafe
and quick evacuation of Indians
from the city of Sumy in north-
eastUkraine,officialsourcessaid.
Modi's conversation with

Putin, the thirdsince theRussian
invasionof Ukraineon February
24, lasted 50minutes. He urged
theRussianPresident toholddi-
recttalkswithZelenskyyinaddi-
tion to the ongoingnegotiations
betweentheirteams,sourcessaid.

A statement from the Prime
Minister's Office said President
PutinbriefedthePrimeMinister
about theongoingmeasures re-
lated to humanitarian corridors
forfacilitatingevacuationofcivil-
ians includingIndianstudents.
Earlier, Russian authorities

said a ceasefire would begin
Mondayand"humanitariancor-
ridors" would open in key
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EXITPOLLSbroad-
cast by television
networks after the
final phase of vot-
ing Monday pre-
dictedthereturnof
theYogiAdityanath

governmentinUttarPradeshand
acomfortablevictoryfortheAAP
in Punjab. The polls forecast a
dead-heat race inUttarakhand
andGoa,bothruledbytheBJP,sig-
nalling the possibility of hung

Houses in the two small states.
Pollstersalsopredictedasweepfor
theBJPinManipurwhereit isthe
rulingparty.
In Uttar Pradesh,most poll-

sters barring two forecast that
the ruling BJPmay suffer losses
but will still cross the half-way
markof202comfortablyandre-
tain power, bucking a trend of
nearly four decades. The
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Exit polls predict
Yogi return in UP,
give Punjab to AAP
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Awomanholdingachildcriesafter fleeingUkraine,at the
bordercrossing inMedyka,Poland,Monday.AP PAGES10,15

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
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DOMESTIC FINANCIALmarkets
onMondaywent into a turmoil
withthestockmarketsplunging
2.74 per cent and the rupee
falling to a record level of 77.01
against thedollar as thepriceof
Brent crude oil rocketed to
$139.1perbarrel, itshighestlevel
since 2008, before falling to
$125.5 per barrel. The rupee's
previousall-timelowwas76.91
toadollar inApril 2020.
The Sensex, which crashed

1,791 points (3.29 per cent) at
one stage, lost 1,491 points at
52,842.75, and the NSE Nifty
Index crashed 382 points to
15,863.15 on sustained selling
ledby foreign investors. The ru-
pee hit a record low of 77.01 in
earlytradeitselfandclosedwith
a loss of 76 paise at 76.93 as the
surge inoil prices threatened to
push up imported inflation and
widen the country's trade and
currentaccountdeficits.
Marketswereunnervedover

the possibility of disruptions in
internationaloilsuppliesandpo-
tential sanctions on Russian oil
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Markets and
rupee crash
as crude
sizzles at $139
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ONMARCH 4, as the sound of
shellingboomedoutside,theVN
Karazin Kharkiv National
University in eastern Ukraine
alerteditsinternationalstudents
about “scammers” promising
transfers toother institutions in
neighbouring Poland, Hungary
orRomania.
Afewdaysearlier,authorities

ofDanyloHalytskyLvivNational
Medical University in western
Ukraine informed its interna-
tional students that those look-
ingfortransferstoother institu-
tionsoutsidethecountrywould
be providedwith soft copies of

key documents, such asmark-
sheetsandresearchpapers.
Theyhavemanagedtoescape
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For Indian students
who are back, the big
question: What next?
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PMspeaks to Putin and Zelenskyy,
seeks support for quick evacuation

ANESTIMATED700 Indian
students remain inSumy.
About350kmeastofKyiv
and180kmnorth-westof
Kharkiv, Sumyiscloser to
theRussianborder.
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Pollster BJP SP BSP Cong Others
IndiaToday-Axis 288-326 71-101 3-9 1-3 2-3
TimesNow-Veto 225 151 14 9 4
News24-Chanakya 294 105 2 1 1
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IndiaToday-Axis 19-31 76-90 7-11 1-4 0-2
TimesNow-Veto 22 70 19 5 1
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PM talks
Ukrainian cities including Kyiv,
KharkivandSumy.
Situatedabout350kmeastof

Kyiv and 180 kmnorth-west of
Kharkiv,Sumyisnowatthecen-
tre of India’s evacuation efforts
from thewar zone. About 700
Indians,mostlystudentsofSumy
StateUniversity, are stranded in
thecity.ThePrimeMinister,offi-
cialsourcessaid,appreciatedthe
announcementofaceasefireand
establishment of humanitarian
corridors inparts of Ukraine, in-
cludingSumy.
According to the PMO, Putin

briefedModionthestatusofne-
gotiationsbetweentheUkrainian
and Russian teams. The Prime
Minister“welcomedtheongoing
negotiationsbetweenRussiaand
Ukraineandexpressedhopethat
theywould lead to cessation of

the conflict. He suggested that a
direct conversation between
President Putin and President
Zelenskyymaygreatly assist the
ongoingpeace efforts,” thePMO
said. Thiswas in continuationof
the last phone conversation in
whichModihadexpressedwill-
ingness toparticipate in apeace
process.
He also spoke to Zelenskyy

Mondaymorning. Sources said
thephonecalllastedforabout35
minutes. “The two leaders dis-
cussed the evolving situation in
Ukraine,”sourcessaid.Modi“ap-
preciatedthecontinuingdirectdi-
alogue between Russia and
Ukraine.” He also thanked the
UkrainianPresidentfor“thehelp
extendedby theGovernmentof
Ukraine in evacuation of Indian
nationalsfromUkraine.”
Hesoughtcontinuedsupport

fromUkraine in ongoing efforts

forevacuationofIndiannationals
fromSumy.
The PMO said Zelenskyy

briefedthePrimeMinister inde-
tail about the conflict situation
andtheongoingnegotiationsbe-
tweenUkraineandRussia.
“PrimeMinister expressed

deepconcernabout theongoing
conflictandresultanthumanitar-
ian crisis. PrimeMinister reiter-
atedhiscallforimmediatecessa-
tion of violence and noted that
Indiahasalwaysstoodforpeace-
fulresolutionof issuesanddirect
dialogue between the twopar-
ties.” He thanked theUkrainian
authoritiesfortheirfacilitationin
evacuating more than 20,000
IndiancitizensfromUkraine.“He
expresseddeep concern for the
safetyandsecurityof Indianstu-
dents still remaining inUkraine
and emphasized the need for
theirquickandsafeevacuation.”
ThosewhoarestuckinSumy

faceadifficultsituation--thebor-
dertotheeastis60kmaway,but
it is not safe for themtoventure
outoftheirsheltersuntiltheguns
fallsilentatleastforsometime.
Giventhesituation,theIndian

governmenthas asked students
in Sumy to stay put -- it is the
safestchoiceeven if theyhaveto
dowith limited food andwater
andnoheating.

Indian students
thewar and return to India. But
withnoendinsighttotheconflict
andnoindicationof itsoutcome,
Indianstudentspursuingmedical
degreesinUkrainearecaughtbe-
tweendespairandhope.Thebig
question:Whatnext?
“Theuniversitymanagement

toldusthatweshouldbepatient.
As of now, the college is shut till
March13.Beforethat,forabouta
month, classeswereheldonline
duetoCovid.Now,wedon'tknow
whatthefuturehasinstore,”said
ArujRajVN,asecond-yearMBBS
student at the university in
Kharkiv. Rajwas among several
studentswhoreceivedthismes-
sage fromtheuniversity: “Don’t
fall victim to scammers about
transfer to another university in
Poland,HungaryorRomania...All
youhavetodoiswait,soonyou’ll
be briefed onwhat next by the
university.Pleasetakecautionand
don’tbeinhaste,wepraythewar
ends soon.” Theuniversity infra-
structure has beendamagedby

shelling.
AbhishekSingh,afourth-year

MBBSstudentattheuniversityin
Lviv,saidauthoritieshavetoldin-
ternationalstudentstheycanopt
fortransfers.“Ifwesharethedoc-
umentswith them,wewill be
providedwith soft copies of our
marksheetsandresearchprojects,
whichwillberequiredwhileap-
plyingforatransfer,”hesaid.
RichaJha,athird-yearstudent

in Lviv, said the university has
promisedtosendphotocopiesof
documentsbyemail.“Theuniver-
sity is on vacation till thisweek.
Perhapsnextweekwewillbein-
formedwhether theyplan to re-
sumeclassesornot,”shesaid.
Ukraine is part of the

EuropeanCreditTransferSystem
butamovetoinstitutionsoutside
thecountryisnoteasy.Thereare
monetaryandregulatoryhurdles,
say students. “The annual fee in
medical colleges in Ukraine is
around USD 4,900 (around Rs
3.76lakh). InotherEuropeanna-
tions, it canbeup toUSD10,000
(around Rs 7.7 lakh),” said
AbhishekSinghfromLviv.
Thisisatoughcallforparents

and students who opted for
Ukraineduetotherelatively low
costsinvolved.
Yash Rana, 20, joined the

Uzhhorod National Medical
University inwesternUkraine in
Decemberlastyearafterfailingto
secureagovernmentseatinIndia.
In 2021,more than 16 lakh stu-
dents applied throughNEET-UG
for 83,000 available seats across
the country, half ofwhich are in
governmentcolleges.
Yash's fatherRajKumarRana

saidhewouldpay aroundRs35
lakhforasix-yearMBBScoursein
Ukraine,whilea seat inaprivate
college in Indiawouldcost “any-
wherebetweenRs50 lakh toRs
1.5 crore for a duration of four-
and-a-halfyears”.
Rashmi Singh, a fourth-year

medicalstudentinUzhhorod,has
receivedmessages from“several
collegesinHungary”thatshecan
transfer “at the same fee struc-
ture”.“ButIwouldpreferthatshe
continueherstudiesat thesame
university,ifpossible,”saidherfa-
therDrRKSingh,whoisbasedin
Faridabad.
SoniaYadav,21,asecond-year

studentinUzhhorod,hasdecided
towaitforinformationfromuni-
versity authorities and continue

withonlineclasses--fornow.
Then,therearetheregulatory

hurdles.
NationalMedicalCouncilreg-

ulations for Indians students
abroad state that the entire
course,trainingandinternship,or
clerkship, shouldbedone in the
sameforeignmedical institution
throughoutthecourseofstudy.
Besides, under theNational

Medical Commission (Foreign
Medical Graduate Licentiate)
Regulations2021,coursesdonein
anonline-onlymodewill not be
recognised. ShubhamGautam,
who runsDSAGlobal, a consul-
tancy that has contracts with
threeuniversities in Lviv for ad-
missions, said: “Wewill have to
waitforafortnightatleastforclar-
ity. We don't have any official
word fromeither theUkrainian
or Indian side, so far.Wemust
keep inmind thatuniversities in
western Ukraine have not suf-
feredanydamageassuch.”

Markets crash
and gas exports. The price of
crude oil has risen by nearly 30
per cent from$97.5 onFebruary
23 prior to Russia's announce-
ment of a "special operation" in
Ukraine.Concernsoverpotential
delays in the process of Iranian
crudeoilreturningtoglobalmar-
ketshavealsocontributedto the
uptickinprices.
Analysts said theoutlook re-

mainsweakfor therupeetill the
timecrudepricestaysabove$105.

If the crudeprices start crossing
$130, the rupee can even touch
$78.50 very quickly, said Jateen
Trivedi,seniorresearchanalystat
LKP Securities. Rising crude oil
priceswouldexpandthecurrent
account deficit, putting further
pressure on the domestic cur-
rency. As crude oil import ac-
counts for nearly 20 per cent of
thecountry's importbill,arisein
pricescouldleadtosurgeininfla-
tionandforceRBItogoforliquid-
itytighteningmeasuresfollowed
byratehikes.An increaseof $10/
barrel incrudeprices could raise
inflationby10basispoints.
With foreign portfolio in-

vestors (FPIs) pulling out from
Indianmarkets,thesmall-capin-
dex dived by 2.30 per cent and
mid-cap indexby2.25per cent.
Realty, bank, finance, auto and
capitalgoodsindicesfellupto2.7
percent.HULsharesfell3.80per
cent,RIL3.67percentandHDFC
4.47 per cent. FPIs sold stocks
worthRs 7,499 crore, taking the
totalwithdrawals to Rs 26,000
croreinMarch."Today'sfallisdue
tonewsthattheUScanbancrude
supplyfromRussia.Itisnotatime
fornewinvestmentuntilthiswar
situationissettled,butlong-term
investorsneednotworryaboutit.
AsWarrenBuffettoncesaid,that
hewill not sell equity in case of
warevenif theconflictescalated
into World War III," said Ravi
Singhal, vice chairman, GCL
Securities.
As investors started flocking

togold,MCXgoldgainednearly2
per cent, and globally it crossed
$2,000/oz in Monday's trade.
Gold isa safehaven for investors
historically andattracts funds in
timesofuncertainty.Theyieldon
10-year benchmark bond rose
6.89 per cent, putting upward
pressure on short-term interest
rates. Ontheotherhand,therisk
of retail inflationrisingandlead-
ing to stagflation has increased.
"New sanctions against Russia
havetriggeredhugejumpsingold
andcrudeprices.Inthisscenario,
whentheeconomiesarealready
strugglingtokeepthepaceof re-
covery, fears of stagflationhave
alsostartedtocreepin,withcon-
cernsoverhighcommodityprices
impacting inflation and slowing
growth. All these factors are im-
pacting themarketsworldwide
and investment outflows," said
Ravi Singh, head of research,
ShareIndia.
The sharp uptick in prices

comesasIndianconsumershave
beenenjoying a four-month re-
prieve from rising petroleum
productpriceswithoilmarketing
companies (OMCs) having kept
thepriceofpetrolanddieselcon-
stantsinceearlyNovember.With
electionsinUttarPradesh,Punjab,
Uttarakhand,Manipur andGoa
comingtoaclose,consumersare
expected to see a consistent in-
crease in fuel prices starting this
weekasOMCslooktobringprices
in linewith internationalbench-
marks and recoup losses. The

pricesofpetrolanddieselhaveto
be hiked by about 52 paise for
everydollar increase in theprice
of crude oil for OMCmarketing
margins to remainconstant. The
price of crude oil has risen by
about $45 per barrel since the
priceofpetrolanddieselwaslast
revisedinNovember.
Petrol iscurrentlyretailingat

Rs 95.41per litre in thenational
capitalwhilediesel is retailingat
Rs86.67perlitre.
Analystssaidinvestorsshould

stay invested if they have long-
terminvestmentplanandmutual
fund investors should continue
their SIP (systematic investment
plan)without breaking the in-
vestment.Ontheotherhand,the
bigcorrectionwillgiveanoppor-
tunitytoinvestorstopickupgood
qualitystocksatattractive levels.
"Investorsshouldwaitandwatch
the unfolding situation before
takinganymajor commitments.
Buying should be confined to
stocks/segmentswhicharefairly
valuedorhavegoodearningsvis-
ibility,"VKVijayakumar,chiefin-
vestment strategist, Geojit
Financial,said.
Itisadvisableforallinvestors

to followawait andwatchstrat-
egy andavoid any fresh entry at
thecurrentjuncture,saidanana-
lyst.IftheUkrainecrisisescalates,
themarketislikelytotakefurther
beatingasoilpricesareexpected
toremainatanelevatedlevel.
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HowDelhi’s street
namesreveal itshistory
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

JournalistAdrijaRoychowdhury joins
SandipRoytotalkabouthernewbook,
‘Delhi inThyName’whichtraces the
historyof thecapital city throughthe
namingof its streets.
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STUDENTS IN 20 government
schools, where ‘school health
clinics’ were launched on
Monday, will undergo physical
health check-ups andmeetings
with psychologists every six
months, inaneffort to integrate
theirphysicalandmentalhealth
needswith their school life.
These health clinics, which

are essentially an extension of
the government flagship ‘mo-
hallaclinics’,havebeensetupin
20 government schools on a pi-
lotbasis,andeachschoolwillbe
staffedwith one ‘school health
clinicassistant’ornurse,andone
psychologist.
One doctorwill be available

foreveryfiveclinicsandwillvisit
each, onceaweek. These clinics
aretobeusedexclusivelybythe
studentsof thatschoolandthey
willbeoperationalduringschool
hours. Like the newermohalla
clinicsintroducedbythegovern-
ment, these too will operate
from porta cabins installed on
schoolpremises.
Everyday,atleast30children

willbescreenedateachclinic in
which the nurse will ask them
questionsthatmayhelpidentify
issues,andeachstudentwillun-
dergoabloodsugarandhaemo-
globin test. In case of irregulari-
ties,thechildrenwillbereferred
to thedoctor.
“The idea is complete health

check-up and treatment of chil-
dren in one place. Twice a year
childrenwillundergoacomplete
healthcheck-upinwhichalltheir

parameterswillbechecked.Now,
for instance it is comingout that
BMIislowinmanychildren–20-
25%ofchildrenareshowingupas
underweight, anaemia is also
common. Eye problems are also
identified very late... Eyes and
hearingwill be checked, blood
testswill be conducted… Ihope
toscale itupaswell, andwewill
openthese ineverygovernment
school,” said Health Minister
Satyendar Jain.
The psychologists will con-

duct sessions with groups and
individualstudents.Thecurrent
system is for students to be re-
ferredtothepsychologisteither
by the nursewhomay identify
the need during the health
screening or by teachers who
may notice behaviours that in-
dicate a child might need the
psychologist’s treatment.
However, during the inaugura-
tion of one such centre in
SarvodayaKanyaVidyalayaMoti
Bagh, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia stated that this
should bemodified to bemore
universal.
“Introducing the psycholo-

gist is a very big step… In six
months,everychildwill interact
withapsychologistatleastonce.
Itshouldnotbethatthebigvalue
addition you havemade, by in-
troducingapsychologist,makes
itseemlikethereare‘somechil-
dren’ who need psychological
treatment.It’snotlikethis. Inso-
ciety,youwill findithardtofind
anybodywho doesn’t need any
kindofpsychological treatment
and this is especially important
in childhood… Let nurses or
teachersnotdecide.Letthepsy-
chologistmeetallof themevery
six months, and then decide if
theyrequireatherapistorarefit
forcontinuinginthesameway,”
hesaid.
He also suggested that the

psychologist conduct regular
sessionswithteachers.“Ialsore-
quest that in every one or two
months,atleastinitially,thepsy-
chologist should have an inter-
actionwithallteachersinschool.
Because teachers even now are
notfullyawareofmentalhealth,
they don’t have the full knowl-
edge to understand and deal
with it sensitively,”hesaid.

DeputyCMManishSisodia,AAPministerSatyendar Jainata
schoolhealthclinicMonday

Psychologistmeetings
every sixmonths for
kids in 20 govt schools

‘SCHOOLHEALTHCLINICS’ INAUGURATED

Memorialmeeting for

RavishTiwari
02.09.1981-19.02.2022

Time:3:30 pm
Date:9thMarch,Wednesday

Venue:ChinmayaMission,LodhiRoad

RSVP
Email: ravishmemorial@gmail.com
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Ashram underpass will
open by March 22: Sisodia
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

THE ASHRAM underpass will
be opened to the public by
March 22, said Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Mondayafterhe inspectedand
reviewed work on the stretch
at AshramChowk.
Sisodia, who also holds the

PWD portfolio, said construc-
tion is in the final stageandwill
be completed within 15 days.
“From March 22, Delhi-NCR
residents will have a huge re-
lief as thisunderpasswouldbe
opened for traffic movement,
which will benefit lakhs of
people daily,” he said. Sisodia
said construction work had to
be stopped several times due

to the Covid-induced lock-
downs,whichdelayed its com-
pletion.
Work on the 750-metre-

long underpass began in 2019
but was delayed by road clo-
suresdue to theShaheenBagh
protest, Covid lockdown, and
ban on construction activities
due to pollution. It hasmissed
seven deadlines. Sisodia also
reviewed construction of the
Ashramflyover and theunder-
pass between Pragati Maidan
andNizamuddin, anddirected
officials concerned toexpedite
work so that people can use
these roads at the earliest.
Between2-3 lakhpeopleuse

theseroutestocommutedailyto
ITO, Ring Road, Central
Secretariat,IndiaGateandCentral
Delhi.
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MUCHMORE needs to be done
to “excite” the “Twitter and
Instagram generation”, former
IIT-Bombay Professor Rangan
Banerjee, who took over as
Directorof IIT-DelhionFebruary
15, told The Indian Express in an
interviewMonday.
“Themost important stake-

holders are students. For them,
wewanttoprovideatransforma-
tive experience... The challenge
now is that the attention span
of the younger generation is
shorter.TheyaretheTwitterand
Instagramgeneration,whohave
accesstoallkindsofinformation.
Soyouneedtodomuchmoreto
excite them. The challenge is to
create excitement in the class-
room.We’re thinking of more
learning by doing; have teams
lookatproblemsofrelevanceand
people spending time in indus-
triesandotherspheres,”hesaid.
“Whenyoulookbackatyour

schooldays,thegoodteachersac-
tually knew each person, their
strengths andweaknesses, and
triedtobuildonit.Sothatkindof
faculty advising systemwhich
buildsonindividualstrengthand
triestohelppeople’saspirationsis
difficulttodo,butitissomething
wewouldliketotryanddo.”
On structural changes he

hopes to bring about, Banerjee
said: “One of the thingswe are
doing is embarking on a full-
fledged curriculum review.We
aredoingthisatIIT-Delhiafter10

years.Thisissomethingforwhich
we will have extensive stake-
holderconsultation,talkwithex-
ternalpeople,lookatthecurricu-
lum inother IITs aswell as other
institutes intheworld.We’llalso
look atwhat thosewho are giv-
ing us jobs are saying,what the
industry is saying. Thiswill take
aboutayearorso.Overall,weare
looking at two things — excel-
lenceinacademicsandresearch,
andwe’re lookingatsocietal im-
pact,”hesaid.
“We alsowant to do some-

thingmore specifically for NCR,
likeworkonairpollution.Weare
alsosettingupanobservatoryat
Sonepat.WehaveaDelhicluster
wherewe areworkingwith the
entireacademicandresearchin-
stitutes intheNCR,andtherewe
wouldliketohavesomeonefrom
JNU,DU, etc.Maybewewill also
lookattheMSMEsintheNCRand
provide themsupport. As an in-
stitution,wealsohavearoleinso-
cietyandthatisinprovidinglead-
ershipof thought.”
Askedwhen IITwill re-open

and how he sees education
changinginapandemicworld,he
said:“Allstudentsareallowedto
comeback, thosewhohavehos-
tels seats.We’re expecting stu-
dentstobebackbyMarch14.For
first-year students, fromMarch
24,theirsecondsemesterwillbe
offline. For other studentswho
are currently in themiddleof an
online semester, we have left it
openbuttheirfinalexamswillbe
offline... During this time, if fac-
ultywantstotakeclassesoffline,
theyarewelcometodoso.Weare
alsolookingathybridcourses.But
by April, all students should be
backincampus.”
“During this time, we have

alsolearnte-learningandhowto
use other tools. So some of that
learningcanhelpus inourclass-
rooms...Alotoflearningisnotjust
about classroom teaching but
aboutteamworkandinteraction,
buttherearemanythingswhich
onlinecanhelpsupplement.Like
today,Icangetsomeonefromthe
US to take a class, but Iwouldn’t
thinkof thisearlier,”hesaid.

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

A 43-YEAR-OLDman allegedly
killedhiswifeandtwobrothers-
in-law over a family dispute at
his home in Northwest Delhi’s
Shakurpur Sunday night. Police
said the accused, Hitendra, has
beenarrested.
Accordingtopolice,hewasan-

gry after the family confronted
himover his behaviour towards
hiswife.Around11.20pm,heal-
legedly gunned down hiswife
Seema (39) and her brothers
Surendra (36) and Vijay (33).
Vijay’swife,Babita,wasalsoshot
inthelegwhilehismother-in-law,
Chandrakala,andanotherrelative
managed to escape. Hitendra’s
motherandhistwochildren,aged
19and15,witnessedthefiring.
Policesaidthefamilyliveson

the fourth floor of a building
ownedbytheaccused.Theother
rooms have been rented out to
tenantsand factoryworkers.
DCP (Northwest) Usha

Rangnani said, “Around 11.25
pm,wereceivedacallaboutthe
incidentfromlocals.Wereached
thespotandfoundfourpersons
injured at a house. They were
immediatelyrushedtohospital.”
Seemaandher twobrothers

were declared dead on arrival;
theywereshot in thehead.
A senior police officer said,

“Wereachedthespotandfound
awomanscreaming‘maardala’.
We thought an armed gang
killedherchildrenduringarob-
bery attempt. Four personnel
rushedupstairswithpistols.We
foundHitendra standing in the
hall...hedidn’tresist.Allthebod-
ieswere lyingonthe floor.”
Theaccusedandhiswifehad

been married for 21 years.

According to police, Seema and
her family were unhappy as
Hitendra used to allegedly beat
her every day. Hitendra and his
familywereirkedbecauseSeema
toldherbrothersabouthisbehav-
iourandtheyrebukedhim.
In the FIR lodged based on

Chandrakala’scomplaint,sheal-
leged that theywanted to con-
frontHitendrabutgotintoafight
ashis friendwasalsopresent.
“Vijay told Hitendra that it’s

not right for Lalit to interfere in
family issues... A fight broke out
betweenmysons,andHitendra,
hissonsandLalit.Wetriedtostop
them.Hitendrathreatenedtokill
us. Hewent to his room, got his
revolver and fired at uswith an
intent tokill...,” shealleged.
Police saidHitendrahada li-

censedrevolverandtheyareyet
toverify the licencenumber.
Tenants in the building said

theywerefrightenedonhearing
gunshots. Payal Singh, a neigh-
bour, said, “Iwas cookingwhen
I heard gunshots... My brothers
rushedtoseewhatwashappen-
ing and said they saw blood. I
wasscaredandlockedmyself in
my room. I thought theywould
killme if I steppedout too.”

GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

TENSIONSBETWEENprotesting
anganwadi workers and the
WomenandChildDevelopment
(WCD) department came to a
headMonday,with thewomen
accusing the department’s
deputy director of calling them
‘lafanga’andherefusingtoapol-
ogise. This comes days after the
department issued termination
noticestoatleast27workersand

showcausenoticestosomeoth-
ersovertheircontinuingpartic-
ipation in thestrike.
Hundreds of workers and

helpers have been on strike
since January 31, demanding a
substantial increase in pay and
other benefits.While theWCD
Minister had announced that
theirhonorariumswillbehiked
fromMarch 1, the Delhi State
Anganwadi Workers and
HelpersUnion,whichhasbeen
leading this strike, said it had
not been called for a meeting

with theminister.
The union said it will hold a

‘mega rally’ from Raj
Ghat to Delhi Secretariat on
InternationalWomen’s Day on
Tuesday, demanding thewith-
drawal of termination notices
andactionagainstdeputydirec-
tor(WCD)NavlendraSinghwho
allegedly sent an “intimidating
message” toallprotesters.
ShivaniKaul,unionpresident,

said, “Despitemeetingworkers
and listening to their problems
anddemands,thegovernmentis

sittingmute; its department... is
using criminal intimidating tac-
tics... and threateningworkers
andhelperswithdisciplinaryac-
tionandmasstermination.”
She said all those issued no-

tices are filing replies and sub-
mittingamemorandumtoChief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
Tuesday, demanding to with-
drawtheterminationorderand
fulfil theirdemands.
Workers also demanded an

“FIR and strict action” against
Singh.Kaulalleged:“Henotonly

sent threateningmessages but
called us ‘lafanga’, ‘sarfaroshi ke
tammanhgaanewalonkasarkaat
do’...Suchcommentsandthreats
showthemalafideandmalicious
intentofthedepartment.Wede-
mand a written apology from
Singh and strict departmental
andpoliceactionagainsthim.”
Inapurportedaudioclipthat

went viral on Sunday, Singh is
purportedly heard using the
word ‘lafanga’ for union leaders
leading the protests while call-
ingforactionagainstprotesters.

Whencontacted,Singhsaid
hewillnotapologise: “Ihaven’t
said anything wrong or objec-
tionable. Istillcall them‘lafanga’
becausethis isnotaprotest, this
is complete hooliganism and
disruptionof services... Delhi is
the only state in the country
that pays the highest honorar-
ium to anganwadiworkers but
despite that, they want incen-
tives. Because of them, thou-
sands of children and lactating
mothers from economically
weaker families are suffering.”

‘DELHIBECOMINGEXPORTCENTRETOOTHERSTATES’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

THEDELHIgovernmentMonday
toldtheDelhiHighCourtthatthe
nationalcapitalwasbecomingan
“exportcentre”of liquortostates
likeHaryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Gujaratdueto thediscountsbe-
ingofferedbystores.
Showing data on the sale of

liquor in the city in themonthof
February to the court, theDelhi
government argued, “Where is
this consumption? Is this Delhi
consumption? This is going to
Haryana.ThisisgoingtoUP.Thisis
going to Punjab. This is going to
Gujarat.”Alorryofliquorwith140
cases on itsway toGujaratwas
caughtinDelhi, ittoldthecourt.
“Thisisalcohol.Thereissome

responsibilityandrestraint.You
can’t behave as if it is a Zara
store,” submitted senior advo-
cate RahulMehra, representing
thegovernment,whileopposing
the petitions challenging the
government’s decision to pro-
hibittheissuanceofdiscountsor

rebatesbyliquorsellersinDelhi.
The courtMonday reserved

its order on the applications
seeking a stay on the govern-
ment’sdecision. It isexpectedto
pronounce its order on the ap-
plicationsonTuesdayafternoon.
Justice V Kameswar Rao

earlier heard the arguments in
the petitions challenging the
Excise Commissioner’s
February 28 order, which pro-

hibited the offering of dis-
counts, stating that thegather-
ing of large crowds outside
liquor storesonaccountof dis-
countswas leadingtoa lawand
orderproblemandalsocausing
inconveniencetothe localpop-
ulationof thearea.Thegovern-
ment order also said that such
discountingwas leading toun-
healthymarket practices.
Mehraearlierarguedthatare-

sponsiblegovernmentcannotbe
amutespectator to“bootlegging
... predatorypricingwhich is go-
ingon,monopolisticnatureofthe
marketwhich is trying tobecre-
atedby...sharksof theindustry”.
Referring to the Amazon-

ReliancetussleoverFutureRetail
andpredatorypricinginthetele-
comsector,Mehraargued,“This
is not a regular product. This is
not selling soap. This is liquor. It
has to be donewith utmost re-
sponsibility.Thestatecannotbe
blindfoldedbyrevenue.Wecan't
promote that three times, ten
timesyoucanconsume liquor.”
Senior advocate Abhishek

ManuSinghvi,alsorepresenting
thegovernment, contendedbe-
fore the court that the govern-
ment, under the excise policy,
has the power to prohibit dis-
counts.“If Ihavethepowertofix
theprice, Ihavethepowerto fix
the components of that price
and that must include a dis-
count,” Singhvi submitted.
Singhvi also submitted that

thegovernmentcouldcomeup
with a new circular in the near

future allowing 5-10% dis-
counts. “We can’t have neck-
deep and bone-deep dis-
counts,” he said, adding the
governmentwill not allowdis-
counts such as ‘get one free’.
The counsel representing

liquorstoresarguedthatthegov-
ernment was resorting to
“alarmist arguments” to create
prejudice and submitted that
“bootlegging”was oxymoronic
whenallsalesandpurchasesare
recorded on the government
portal. “If you lift a higher
amount of stock from awhole-
saler,itisinanticipationofasale.
Thatiswhataprudentbusiness-
mandoes if youhavedecidedto
givediscounts.Thisisanordinary
commercialsale,”acounselrep-
resentingthepetitionerssaid.
Inawrittenreplytothepeti-

tions,thegovernmentlastweek
submitted data relating to the
salesmadeinDecember,January
and February and informed the
court that there was “almost
double the increase in February
2022 as compared to the three-
yearmonthlyaveragesale”.

TheExciseCommissioner’sorderprohibiteddiscounts,
statingthat largecrowdsoutside liquorstoreswas leading
toa lawandorderproblem.Archive
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Can’t behave like a Zara store: Govt
on liquor sellers offering discounts

Two men beaten up
in Gurgaon, claim
targeted over religion

Tweets not defamatory, Oppn has right
to question govt, HC tells AAP minister

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,MARCH7

TWOMEN, Abdur Rahman and
Mohammad Azam, were al-
legedly beaten up in Gurgaon
Sunday night, with the victims
claimingthattheyweretargeted
overtheirreligion.Policesaidan
FIR has been registered and the
twoaccused,Amit, a residentof
Kanhai village, and Praveen
Saini, a resident of Rajiv Nagar,
werearrestedonMonday.
Police said the incident took

place around9.15pmwhen the
twomenwere standing near a
hotel inSector45.
Azam (34), a resident of UP’s

Deoband, told The Indian Express
thathehadcometoKanhaivillage
tomeetacquaintancesandcollect
donations for a trust run by a
madrasa.Rahman(19),aresident
ofChakkarpurvillage,wasaccom-
panyinghim.“Onemanarrivedin
awhitecarandstartedaskingme
whereIwasfromandwhatIwas
up to.He called another accom-
pliceandtheyhurledabusesatus.
We told themwewere just re-
turning to Chakkarpur. The ac-
cused asked us to remove our
skull caps andwhenwerefused,
they beat us up. They said we
cause riots. I suffered injuries on
mykneesandchestasIfell.Iman-
agedtorunaway...,”healleged.
Heclaimedtheattackwasun-

provokedandtheyweretargeted
as“Ihadcomefromamadrasa”.
In the FIR, Rahman alleged

thatheranawayafteroneof the
accused slapped himwhen he
did not take off his skull cap.
“One of themwaswearing saf-
fron robes. They threatened to
blindfoldandforceusintoacar,"
healleged in thecomplaint.
Police said the victims suf-

feredbruiseson theirknees.
Gurgaon Police spokesper-

son Subhash Boken said during
preliminaryquestioning,theac-
cusedclaimedtheyhadanargu-
mentwiththecomplainantsaf-
ter they asked themwhy they
were standing near the hotel:
“They claimed they beat them
up and snatched their phones
and amotorcycle. The accused
saida fewmetres fromthespot,
they leftbehindthephonesand
motorcycleandranaway.”
Police sources said both the

accusedwereamong26people
whowere arrested on October
29, 2021, for attempting to dis-
ruptnamazintheopeninSector
12and later releasedonbail.
AmanYadav,ACPSadar,said,

“Thevictimsallegedthattheac-
cusedusedderogatory remarks
against their faith, assaulted
themandsnatchedtheirphones.
Wewill verify theallegations.”
AnFIRwasregisteredagainst

the accused under IPC sections
323 (voluntarily causing hurt),
379B(snatching),295A(deliber-
ate andmalicious acts intended
tooutragereligiousfeelingsofany
classbyinsultingitsreligionorre-
ligiousbeliefs) and34 (common
intention),saidpolice.

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

DECLININGTHEprayer seeking
to restrain BJP MLA Vijender
Gupta from posting anything
defamatoryonsocialmediainre-
lation to alleged irregularities in
intendedpurchase andmainte-
nance of buses by the Delhi
TransportCorporation, theDelhi
HighCourtsaidnooneshouldbe
prevented fromexpressing their
opinions,includingsuspicionsor
doubts, about the government’s
transactionofbusiness.
In the process, the court said

public figures such asministers
may be “lampooned” but they
mustbearitwithfortitudeandal-
lowtheiractionstospeaklouder
thanwords.
Delhi Transport Minister

KailashGahlot had last year ap-

proachedthecourtwithasuitac-
cusing Gupta of making scan-
dalous allegations against him
withregardtotheallegedirregu-
larities in purchase andmainte-
nanceof1,000low-floorbuses.
Dismissing an application

moved by Gahlot, Justice Asha
Menon said it cannot be over-
looked that both Gupta and
Gahlot are public figures and
members of the legislative as-
sembly.ThecourtalsosaidGupta
cannotberestrainedonthebasis
of apresumedthreatof defama-
tion.
“There isa rightvested in the

Opposition to question the gov-
ernment on its actions, as the
Executive is subject to the Legis-
lature under the Constitution.
This iskeytothemaintenanceof
balance of power between the
twowings of the State,” said the
court.

The court further said that
Guptahadraisedquestionsinthe
assemblybutdidnotfindthean-
swers“sufficientlyelucidatingof
theactions”takenbythegovern-
ment. “To nowprevent (Gupta)
from commenting on, specifi-
cally, the purchase of the low-
floorbusesfromM/sTataMotors
Limited&M/s JBMAuto Ltd and
the CAMC given to JBM Auto
Limited,wouldnotonlyamount
toagagorder, butwouldalso tie
thehandsof (Gupta),preventing
himfromeffectivelydischarging
his public duties as anMLA by
raisingquestionslegitimately,on
action taken or not taken by the
government,particularlywhenit
wouldbeobligated,atleastinthe
Assembly, to answer the very
samequestions,”saidthecourt.
It added that such an order

wouldalsoamounttorestraining
Guptafromraisingissuesofpub-

licimportance,whichwouldim-
pact thepublic andaboutwhich
thepublichasarighttoknowand
be informed. It also said that
elected representatives are ex-
pected to raise concerns of the
public in appropriate fora and
thattodayitisthroughsocialme-
dia platforms that information
andopinionsaretransmitted.
“Onlyifblatant liesandfalse-

hoods detrimental to public or-
derandmoralityoradverselyaf-
fectingthesecurityofthecountry
ornationalinterestsarebeingdis-
seminated through these social
media platforms, can there be a
restraint imposed as being rea-
sonablerestrictionsunderArticle
19(2) of the Constitution. Else,
none should be prevented from
expressingtheiropinionsinclud-
ing suspicions or doubts on
Government’s transaction of
business,”saidthecourt.

UNION TO HOLD RALLY TODAY

Tempers flare: Anganwadi workers, WCD dept official on collision course

Workersandhelpershavebeenonstrikesince Jan31,
demandingasubstantial increase inpay. PremNathPandey

The incident tookplaceat
Shakurpur.Theaccusedwas
arrested.PraveenKhanna

Man shoots dead
wife, her 2 brothers
over family dispute

Delhi cop
apprehended
‘for killing
dog in Noida’
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NOIDA,MARCH7

A 35-YEAR-OLD Delhi Police
constablewas apprehended for
allegedlykillingastraydogwith
a baseball bat at Noida’s Sector
44. The accused, Vinod Kumar,
had also allegedly dumped the
dogneararoad,whichwaslater
spottedby locals.
A minor scuffle broke out

between the constable and lo-
cals as they shouted at him for
killing the dog. Purported
videos of the scuffle were also
shared online.
Inoneof thevideos, thedog

is seen lying dead near a car.
Kumarhadallegedthat thedog
attacked his son and he hit the
doginretaliationbut localssaid
the dog had only barked at the
child.
KaveriRanaBhardwaj,who

runs a shelter home for dis-
abledandolddogs inNoida, al-
leged, “On Sunday, a girl called
me and said she saw the con-
stable hitting a street dogwith
a bat... This is not something
you expect fromapoliceman...
she sent me a video... I raised
the issue on Twitter and called
local police.”
On the complaint of a local,

an FIR was lodged against
Kumar under IPC Section 429
(mischiefbykillinganimal)and
hewasapprehended.
Ranvijay Singh, Additional

DCP of the area, told The Indian
Express, “We got to know about
the incident fromlocals.Several
videoshadgoneviralandwere-
ceived calls from animal ac-
tivists.Wewent to the spot and
caught hold of the constable. A
case was registered and he got
bail. Thiskindof activitycreates
disturbance in society. So, we
added sections of CrPC 151 (ar-
rest to prevent commission of
cognizable offences). He was
taken to amagistrate and was
later released.”
Kumar, posted in Delhi’s

Security Unit, hails fromHapur
and lives with his family in
ChhaleraVillage.

Faridabad
student’s
suicide:Bail
grantedto
schoolhead
Gurgaon: A Faridabad
district court Monday
granted bail to the
headmistress of aprivate
school in Greater
Faridabad, whowas ar-
rested on the charge of
abetment of suicide of a
student of the school. On
February 24, a teenage
student of the school
committed suicide, with
a police complaint by his
mother alleging he was
harassedoverhis sexual-
ityandtheschoolignored
her complaint. In a pur-
portedsuicidenoterecov-
eredbypolice,thestudent
had blamed his school
andhigherauthorities.

PSOshoots
self,2booked
Gurgaon: A 28-year-old
personal security officer
allegedly shot himself
withhislicensedgunnear
a society in Sector 84
Mondaymorning. Police
have registered a case of
abetment of suicide
against two people.
According to police, the
deceased has been iden-
tified as Ravi Singh alias
Chintu. He had been
working as a PSO for a
Sector82resident for the
past one year. Subhash
Boken, spokesperson,
Gurgaon Police, said, “An
FIR has been registered.
No arrests have been
madesofar.”

Delhigovt
topromote
urbanfarming
NewDelhi: TheDelhigov-
ernmentissettopromote
‘urban farming’ in the
capital, according to
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai. ‘Urban farm-
ing’will involve growing
fruits, vegetables and
other plants on terraces.
A discussion on how to
implement urban farm-
ingtechniques inthecity
will be held on April 25,
as part of an ‘Urban
Planning Roundtable
Conference’, that will be
attendedbyexpertsfrom
the Pusa Institute, and
other agencies and ex-
perts, Rai said. The
HorticultureDepartment
will be the nodal agency
for this initiative.

Ateduawards,
6govtschool
headsshare
theirinitiatives
NewDelhi: From a read-
ing room for non-school
hourstocreatingahaven
for birds on campus —
heads of six government
schools sharedtheir spe-
cial initiativeswithother
school administrators
during the Excellence in
Education awards held
Monday. At the award
ceremony, 48 schools
were recognised by the
Delhigovernmentforthe
year2020and45schools
for theyear2021.ENS

BRIEFLY

Want to do something for NCR, like
work on pollution: New IIT-Delhi head

Banerjee tookchargeFeb15

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 10,747 10,646
ICU BEDS 2,410 2,375

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
4,607

NOIDA
Mar6 Mar 7

Cases 24 22
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 65 77
Deaths 0 1

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 103
OXYGENSUPPORT 22
VENTILATORSUPPORT 7

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,61,870

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Mar6 249 338 0 42,364
Mar7 158 321 3 32,469
Total 1,095* 18,34,638 26,137 3,66,75,939
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi



As we are all aware that  International women’s 
day  is  celebrated  globally  on  8th  March. 
Dr. Bandana Sodhi is penning her views and high-
lighting issues related to women’s health  as a doctor
but also as a woman who believes in  the theme for
this year :”Gender equality today for a sustain-
able tomorrow,” 

In view of the rising disease spiral among
women, , how can we build a mass aware-
ness campaign on gynaecological health in
the country? How can we build a preventive
health mindset among women?
Whether you are a busy mom, business professional,
caregiver, or all of the above, every woman   deserves
to focus on her future health, and disease prevention
strategies.

In today’s era of medical advancements there are
exclusive opportunities available to positively impact
your future health.

How can you optimize your health? Proactive man-
agement of your health risk factors through lifestyle
choices and a preventive health care strategy is some-
thing which every woman should address with the
help of her gynaecologist . Doing so can help you to
stay healthy and receive fast treatment for medical
problems should they arise as they can be detected
early . Regular preventive care can even help to iden-
tify your potential for disease before it happens.

■ Every woman should have a well-woman visit
at least annually , which is a yearly  preventive care ap-
pointment. It allows your doctor to review your med-
ical history, assess your risk for certain diseases, sug-
gest  immunizations, and  discuss  healthy  lifestyle
changes.

■ Breast Cancer Screening is another important
aspect as  Breast cancer is the most common cancer in
women. For early detection  self-examination of the
breast is recommended. Screening with a 'baseline'
mammogram at 40 years of age and regular 2 yearly
mammograms should be done.

■ Screening for Cervical Cancer is again important
as it is  is the  the second most common cancer in
women in India. HPV (Human Papilloma Virus) ac-
count for nearly 76.7% of cervical cancer. Screening
with Pap smears for all women to detect cancer cervix
is recommended.Women 21 to 29 years of age should
have a Pap smear every 3 years. Women 30 to 65
years of age should have a Pap smear every 5 years

with HPV testing.
WHO has come up with preventive screening and

early treatment of cervical cancer and aims to elimi-
nate it as a public health problem by the year 2030.
This also entails propaganda of hpv preventive vac-
cines.

Can you elaborate on the latest laparoscopy,
hysteroscopy and gynaecological facilities
that have improved treatment protocol for
women's diseases?
The chief goal of medicine has always been to pro-
vide the highest quality patient care. Technology is
being invented and augmented in every field of med-
icine, including  obstetrics  and  gynaecology, and
women's health care is directly influenced by these.
The evolution of technology holds the promise of sig-
nificant impact in the domain of women's health.
Modernizations in surgical technology can make pro-
cedures once thought to be operable only via open
surgery to be performed via minimally invasive routes.

Laparoscopy and hysteroscopy are the innovations
which  have  revolutionised  women’s  health  care.
There are many advantages to choosing minimally-
invasive surgery, including:

■ Lower risk of  infection
■ smaller skin incisions 

■ Less pain after surgery
■ Shorter hospital stay
■ Faster recovery time
■ As a woman, one has to take on many roles, so

the focus is on   determining the right procedure to
quickly get you back to things you love to do and do
best.

UTIs, fibroids and cysts are increasing among
younger women. What is your take on this
and what warning signs should women look
out for?
Almost every woman suffers from some gynaecolog-
ical problem in her lifetime. Majority of the cases are
mild , but some can be severe and lead to complica-
tions, affecting the quality of life.Therefore, it is impor-
tant to recognize the symptoms and act promptly to
avoid the complications. Some of the most common
gynaecological issues are

■ PCOS or polycystic ovarian syndrome :A
woman having this condition may irregular menstrual
cycles,abdominal obesity, acne, may become prone
to diabetes, experience menstrual abnormality or may
face infertility issue

■ Vaginal discharge :Symptoms being vaginal
itching , foul-smelling vaginal discharge 

■ UTI or Urinary Tract Infection:UTI is one of

the most common problems  faced by women with
symptoms  of    burning  sensation  while  urinating,
fever, chills, backache, vomiting or nausea.

■ Fibroids: You may experience heavy periods,
the pressure in lower abdomen, bleeding in between
your cycles

■ Endometriosis:The symptoms of endometrio-
sis may include painful menstrual cramps

■ Pelvic Inflammatory Disease:Women with
PID may experience lower abdominal pain, pain during
sexual intercourse, abnormal vaginal discharge, vagi-
nal bleeding, fever or lethargy.

■ Ovarian Cysts: Ovarian cysts are very common
and may affect women of any age group. Ovarian
cysts may result from severe pelvic infections, en-
dometriosis or hormonal issues.

There are varied options available from oral medica-
tion to surgery.

Women and girls are facing new and emerg-
ing health challenges, as the COVID-19 pan-
demic  has  worsened  inequalities  and  dis-
rupts  access  to  vital  health  and  support
services. How can this be rectified?
Health systems across the world have been stunned by
the COVID-19 pandemic in trying to keep up with the
care  demands, resulting  in  collateral  damage  to

women’s health. Many countries failed to keep repro-
ductive health services available, resulting in neglect
and an increase in risks to women’s health.

The pandemic weakened women and girls’ funda-
mental rights When healthcare systems are overbur-
dened and resources are moved to respond to the
pandemic, this can further disrupt health services ex-
clusive to the well-being of women and girls. This in-
cludes pre- and post-natal healthcare, availability of
quality reproductive health services, and life-saving
care and support for survivors of gender-based vio-
lence.

Pregnancy and childbirth are not put on hiatus in a
pandemic. All women have the right to a safe preg-
nancy and childbirth experience, whatever the cir-
cumstances these occur in.

This all highlights the importance of strengthening
primary health care system and providing universal
health coverage and gender equality.

How can we increase women's role and lead-
ership in science and public health?
Empowering women and girls has proven to increase
the health and well-being of the entire   community.
We must transform education by integrating new
teaching methods for highlighting girls and young
women’s  needs for safety, health and well-being.

It has become imperative to increase women’s 
participation and leadership.We must aim at elevating
the position of women in the healthcare workforce
so as to increase their participation in  decision-mak-
ing roles.Our mission is to assist women to be in a po-
sition of power to make informed decisions about
their health.

In conclusion, as a healthcare professional I  would
aim at improving women’s health in all perspective
from prevention to cure so as to  shine a spotlight on
uplifting and inspiring women to pursue goals without
bias or barriers, so that women's careers thrive and
their achievements are celebrated.

Remember that your future health depends on the
healthy decisions you make today. I would like to
summarise with a quote by Oprah Winfrey “Know
what sparks the light in you,Then use that
light to illuminate the world “

Wishing all women a happy women’s day !

Issued in Public Interest
by Dr Bandana Sodhi

ADVERTORIAL

Nurturing Women’s Power
Dr Bandana Sodhi, a Senior Consultant in Obstetrics
and Gynaecology, is practicing in New Delhi, having 20
years plus of extensive experience in the field of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology and in the super speciality of
laparoscopy and hysteroscopy. A gold medallist and a
post graduate from the prestigious Armed Forces Medical
College, Pune, Dr Sodhi, has served at many hospitals
including Army Research & Referral Hospital (Delhi)
during her long stint in the armed forces. She has always
looked after women from every strata of society with the
same enthusiasm. On the International Women’s Day,
She gives a peek into her profession & women’s health.

Dr. Bandana Sodhi, MD, DNB, Senior
Consultant (Obstetrics & Gynaecology)

Gyn Laparoscopic Surgeon (Delhi)
Ex facultyAFMC, Pune &Army Hospital

(Research & Referral)

NIRUPAMASUBRAMANIAN
CHENNAI,MARCH7

THECONFLICT inUkrainecould
see China and theUnited States
arrive at a newmodus vivendi
aimed at anchoring the world
economyeven as their tension-
filledrelationshipcontinuesand
Beijing steamsahead toward its
objective of establishing a solid
presence in the Indian Ocean,
former Foreign Secretary and
Ambassador to China Vijay
Gokhale said in an interview to
The IndianExpress.
Beijingwasnotlookingatthe

current conflict betweenRussia
and the US in military terms,
rather itwas assessingWestern
capacity towagea financialwar
andhowtofirewallitsownecon-
omy if that sameweaponwas
wieldedagainst it,Gokhalesaid.
At the same time, it was also
likely to be looking formore ac-
ceptability and partnership in a
newworldorder thatmightbe-
gin to emerge over thenext few
months,headded.
“TheAmerican andWestern

sanctions of Russia, the speed
withwhich theywere imposed,
the spread of the sanctions, and
alsowhetherthesearegoingtobe
actuallyapplied,andwhatitsim-
pact isgoing tobeonRussia,will
serve as an “aha”moment,” he
said, andwere likely “the central
focusofallstudyinChinatoday”.
China would also be con-

cerned about RussianPresident
VladimirPutin'spolitical future,
Gokhale said. “I would think its
concern, intheshorttomedium
term, is the stability of the
Russian government, because
Putin's continuance in office is
critical toChina's security. If, for
whatever reason, there is a
changeingovernment,anygov-
ernmentthatcomestopowerin
Russiawillbelessaccommodat-
ing...China will be less secure
than it feels today”hesaid.
With this on its mind, said

Gokhale,Beijingmaycraftapol-

icy thatwould allow it to play a
role in the resolution of the cri-
sis to enhance its own accept-
ability to theworld.
“The US Secretary of State

Anthony Blinken andWang Yi,
the foreign minister of China
havespokentwiceinthelasttwo
weeks,whichdoessuggesttome
that it is not beyond the realms
of possibility that both of them
are discussingways andmeans
tobringthecrisistosomesortof
resolution,althougheachhas,of
course,takenaposition,”hesaid.
At a press conference in

BeijingonMonday,Wangbatted
downaquestionaboutthehealth
of theRussia-Chinarelationship.
“ChinaandRussiaaredetermined
thatourrelationship is free from
interferenceanddiscord,”hesaid.
Gokhale, who spoke to The

Indian Express a day earlier,
pointed toWang’s speechonthe
50th anniversary of the historic
US-ChinaShanghaiCommunique
thatmarkedthenormalisationof
ties between the twonations in
1972, as signalling Beijing's ac-
knowledgement that despite
their tension-filled rivalry, it still
needed to remain engagedwith
theUnitedStates.
“That (speech)was fourdays

after theRussian invasionbegan.
Thechallenge forChina ishowto
holdfirmonthepartnershipwith
Russia,withouttherebeingcollat-
eraldamageontheSino-USrela-
tionship.Wedoknowthis isare-
lationship of rivals filled with
tensions already. China, I think,
nonethelessrecognizesthatinthe
worldof today, theUS is still the

greatest power. And, therefore, I
thinktheobjectiveof thatspeech
was to flagareasof commonality
thatwouldallowtheUnitedStates
andChina tomaintain their rela-
tionship,andtoavoiditbecoming
collateraldamage,”hesaid.
Healsomadetheobservation

that“theonesentencethatactu-
ally leapt out of the text” of
Wang's speechwas the Chinese
foreignminister acknowledging
thatChinawaswillingtoconsider
coordinating with President
Biden's Build Back Better initia-
tive to provide quality public
goodstotheglobalcommunity.
“Nowthisisperhapsthefirst

time at a leadership level that
Chinaissignallingitswillingness
to dovetail the Belt and Road
Initiative, with specific infra-
structureinitiativesoftheUnited
States. It has already done so
with the European infrastruc-
ture initiative,”hesaid.
Declining to be drawn into

how theUkraine conflictmight
impactthetroubledIndia-China
relationship,especiallythesitu-
ation at the Line of Actual
Control,Gokhalealsosaiditwas
tooearlytopredicttheimpactof
the conflict in Europe on the
Indo-Pacific and theQuad.
The7.1percentincreaseover

lastyearinChina's2022defence
budgetwasnotaresponsetothe
current conflict in Ukraine but
consistentwith its larger objec-
tives,Gokhale said.
“Since2013, if you lookat the

whitepaperspublishedeverytwo
years,(China)hasclearlydeclared
it has overseas interests…China
hasneverdefinedwhatthese in-
terestsare(but)thefacttheyhave
theirfirstmilitarybaseinDjibouti,
and…there are reports of possi-
blyanotherChineselogisticsfacil-
ityorbaseinCambodia...wemust
presumethereisaalargerobjec-
tivetoestablishbytheendofthis
decadeapermanentorsemi-per-
manent presence in the Indian
Ocean,”saidGokhale.

INTERVIEWON:
www.indianexpress.com

UKRAINECRISIS

China warm to Russia but
may work with US as part
of global ambition: Gokhale

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BEIJING,MARCH7

BILATERALRELATIONSbetween
China and India have encoun-
tered “somesetbacks” in recent
years, Chinese ForeignMinister
Wang Yi said onMonday, as he
called for a “fair and equitable”
settlement of the boundary is-
suebetweenthe twocountries.
Inanapparentreferencetothe

United States,Wang said some
forceshavealwayssoughttostoke
tensionsbetweenChinaandIndia,
which,headded,shouldbe“part-
nersratherthanrivals”.
“As regards the boundary

question, it is left over fromhis-
tory. China has all along advo-
cated managing differences
through equal footing consulta-
tion and actively seeking a fair
and equitable settlement and
meanwhilenotlettingitaffector
interferewith bigger picture of
bilateralcooperation,”Wangsaid
atapressconferenceontheside-
linesof theChineseparliament.
Lastmonth,speakingatapanel

discussionattheMunichSecurity
Conference (MSC) 2022 in
Germany, Foreign Minister S
JaishankarsaidIndia'srelationship
withChinaisgoingthrougha“very
difficult phase” after Beijing vio-
latedagreementsnottobringmil-
itaryforcestotheborder.
Wang said: “More andmore

peoplehave come to realise that
for China and India, bothmajor
countrieswith a population of
over onebillion, only by staying
independentcanwefirmlygrasp
ourdestiny and realise our goals
ofdevelopment.”
“As an Indian proverb goes,

help your own brother's boat
across and your ownwill reach
theshore,”headded.

FormerAmbassadorto
China,VijayGokhale

Ties between
China, India
have seen some
setbacks: Wang

ChineseForeignMinister
WangYi inBeijing.AP
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MAYURAJANWALKAR
PANAJI,MARCH7

WITH JUST three days to go for
the results, the Congress’s elec-
tion office in Panaji and its party
office inMargaowere abuzz on
Mondaywiththepartyassessing
the situationwith its 37 candi-
dates.Adayearlier,AICCGoadesk
in-chargeDineshGunduRaohad
said that the partywas open to
joiningforceswith“anti-BJPpar-
ties”, includingAAPandTMC.
The latest standmarks a de-

parture from the party’s earlier
position when it accused AAP
andTMCofworkingat theBJP’s
instance todamage it.
On Monday, Rao told The

IndianExpress:“Whicheverparty
is against the BJP, we will talk
with them andwe are ready to
take them on board. I am not
talkingaboutanyparticularparty
now. Any party that does not
want to support the BJP, we are
willingtoaccommodatethem.”
He said: “During elections,

there were many allegations
made by the AAP and the TMC
against us and we have made
against them. That was during
electionsbutnowposttheresults
itdependsonthosepartieswhat
stand theywant to take. For us,
wearewillingtoworkwithpar-
ties thatdonotsupport theBJP.”
On Sunday, speakingwith a

newschannel,Raohadsaidabout
AAPandTMC:“Onethingiscom-
pletely sure...they are anti-BJP in
terms of their campaign. Sowe
havetoseewhattheywilldo.”
Rao had also said that the

Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party(MGP),whichforgedapre-
pollalliancewithTMC,hasbeen
in touchwith theCongress. The
Congress would be happy to
have themonboard to formthe
government,hehadsaid.
In January, TMCMPandGoa

state in-chargeMahuaMoitra
hadfirsttweetedcallingopposi-
tion parties in Goa to come to-
gether to fight the BJP. The
Congress and the AAP were,
however,notenthused.
Rao and former Unionmin-

ister and Congress’ senior elec-
tion observer for the state, P
Chidambaram,arrivedinGoaon

Sunday.OnMonday, theparty’s
election candidates apprised
themoftheirassessmentintheir
respective constituencies in
North Goa in Panaji and about
SouthGoa, later inMargao.
Lastweek,GoaCongresschief

GirishChodankarandCLP leader
DigambarKamathadvisitedDelhi
tomeetAICCgeneral secretaryK
CVenugopal.FormerBJPminister
Micheal Lobo, who joined the
Congress aheadof thepolls, also
metVenugopalinDelhilastweek.
In2017,theCongresswasleft

embarrassed when, despite
winning the most number of
seats (17) in the40-memberas-
sembly,itwaspippedtothepost.
TheBJP,despitewinningonly13
seats,stitchedacoalitiongovern-
ment with the MGP, the Goa
Forward Party (GFP) and inde-
pendentMLAs.
“Whathappenedin2017will

nothappenthis time.Weareto-
getherandweareprepared.This
time,Congresswillformthegov-
ernmentandthereisnoscopefor
anything else to happen. There
willbenodelay,assoonasresults
are outwewill stake claim and
as per the Constitution, the
Governorhastofollowtherules,”
RaosaidonMonday.
ChodankarsaidtheCongress

was taking “precautions”, sus-
pecting that the BJP could play
spoilsport and resort to “cheat-
ingandmanipulation”afterelec-
tionresults.“Wearepreparedon
every front. In whatever way
they (BJP) canmanipulate, we
haveacounter for that,”hesaid.
RaolatersaidinMargaoadeci-

siononputtingupallitscandidates
togetherwillbetakenonTuesday.

AMILBHATNAGAR&
MANISHSHAHU
LUCKNOW,MARCH7

SPREAD OVER a month, the
seven-phaseAssemblyelections
inUttarPradeshcametoanend
onMondaywith 57.53 per cent
turnoutin54constituenciesthat
voted in the lastphase.
According to the Election

Commission, the polling per-
centage in theninedistricts that
voted in the seventh phasewas
twopercentagepoints less than
the2017turnout(59.56percent).
Voting started at 7 am and

endedat 6pm, except inNaxal-
hit Chakia in Chandauli, and
RobertsganjandDuddhiseatsin
Sonbhadrawhere it concluded
at 4 pm. No untoward incident
was reported from the state,
AdditionalChiefElectoralOfficer
BDRTiwari said.
Among the nine districts,

Chandauli saw a relatively high
turnoutof61.99percent,followed
bySonbhadraat60.75percent.
Varanasi,whichwastheepi-

centreof thecampaigninginthe
last phase recorded 58.80 per
centturnoutwithneighbouring

Azamgarhwitnessing the low-
est turnout at 55.00 per cent.
Bhadohireported56.90percent
turnout, Ghazipur 56.54 per
cent, Jaunpur 56.45 per cent,
Mau 57.02 per cent, and
Mirzapur58.89percent.
The final figurewill beavail-

ableonTuesday, anofficial said.
Thestatehasseenadecrease

invoter turnout in the last three
phases.
In the first six phases, the

staterecordedaturnoutof62.43
per cent, 64.42 per cent, 62.28
percent,61.52percent,57.32per
centand55.79percent.
The state had recorded an

overall 61.24 per cent polling in
the2017Assemblyelections.
So far, Kairana in Shamli dis-

trict has the highest voting per-
centageof around75per cent, a
nearly 5 percentage point in-
creasefromthepreviouselection
turnout.SahibabadinGhaziabad
district recordedoneof the low-
est turnoutsat47percent.
Over14.66lakharefirst-time

voters this time.
Meanwhile,BharatiyaJanata

Party and Samajwadi Party
workers clashed in Sidhari area
of Azamgarh district late

Monday evening over allega-
tions of fake voting. No one got
injured in the clash, said police.
NoFIRwasregistered till the fil-
ingof the report.
In Azamgarh Sadar, former

minister Durga Prasad Yadav is
contestingonanSPticketagainst
BJP'sAkhileshKumarMishra.
Anotherclashtookpolicebe-

tween SP and JD(U)workers in
Malhaniareaof Jaunpurdistrict.
While it was alleged that rivals
groupsopenedfireandoneper-
sonwas injured, police did not
confirmit.
The fate of Suheldev

BharatiyaSamajPartypresident
OmPrakashRajbharandseveral
stateministers was decided in
this round, inwhich 2.06 crore
peoplewereeligible tovote.
Besidesstatetourismminister

NeelkanthTiwari,whoiscontest-
ing for the Varanasi South seat,
otherministers in the fray in the
lastlegareAnilRajbhar(Shivpur-
Varanasi), Ravindra Jaiswal
(Varanasi North), Girish Yadav
(Jaunpur) and Ramashankar
SinghPatel(Marihan-Mirzapur).
DaraSinghChauhan,whore-

signedfromtheYogiAdityanath
cabinet and joined the

SamajwadiParty,contestedfrom
theGhosi seat inMau.

Delegates from32
countrieswatch
polling live

Morethan150delegatesfrom
around32countrieswatchedlive-
streamingofpollinginVaranasias
partoftheElectionCommission's
virtual International Election
Visitors Programme (IEVP) 2022
forElectionManagementBodies
(EMBs).
Addressing the delegates,

Chief Election Commissioner
SushilChandrasaidthatdespite
the Covid-19 pandemic posing
several logistical challenges,
India has yet again successfully
conducted the elections in the
fivestates.
“Theextensionofpostalballot

facilitytoseniorcitizensandvot-
erswith physical disability has
taken the EC literally at the
doorstepsofvoters.Consistentef-
forts have led to theenthusiastic
participationofwomenvoters in
these elections as compared to
theirmalecounterparts,”Chandra
wasquotedassayingbytheECin
astatement. WITHENSDELHI

LALMANIVERMA
LUCKNOW,MARCH7

SINCE THE dates for the seven-
phaseelectionswereannounced
by the Election Commission on
January8, kickingoff a trailblaz-
ing56daysofthecampaignbythe
political parties inUttar Pradesh,
Congress’PriyankaGandhiVadra
and BJP chief minister Yogi
Adityanath topped the list of the
busiestcampaignersfortheirpar-
ties, clocking 209 and 203
rallies/roadshows,respectively.
Samajwadi Party chief

Akhilesh Yadav, who has
emergedasthemainchallenger
to the BJP, addressed 117 public
meetingsandled14roadshows.
Thoughheheldalessernumber
of rallies, he stunned his oppo-

nentsbydrawinghugecrowds.
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)

chief Mayawati addressed only
18publicmeetings.
The campaign started on a

lukewarmnotewiththeElection

Commissionputtingcurbsonral-
liesandroadshowsinviewofthe
thirdwaveofCovid-19pandemic.
As the number of Covid cases
started dropping, leading to the
easing of curbs, the campaign
picked upwith political parties
holding huge rallies and road-
showsinsuccessivephases.
The ruling BJP involved a

gamutofseniorpolitical leaders
in itscampaign,beginning from
PM Narendra Modi who ad-
dressed27publicmeetingsand
aroadshowinhisLokSabhacon-
stituencyofVaranasi.
Union HomeMinister Amit

Shah,whomonitoredtheBJPpoll
preparations, addressed 54 ral-
lies in thestate, followedclosely
by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singhwith43rallies.BJPnational
president JP Nadda also ad-

dressed41ralliesandroadshows.
Adityanath,who is seekinga

secondterm,touredallthe75dis-
trictsbythelastdayofcampaign-
ingonMarch5.Hisdeputy,Keshav
PrasadMauryaaddressed86ral-
lies.SourcesintheBJPsaidthatbe-
inganOBCleader,Mauryafocused
onOBC-dominatedconstituencies.
Union minister Mahendra

Nath Pandey, who represents
Chandauli LokSabhaseatand is
one of the prominent Brahmin
facesof theBJP,alsoaddresseda
goodnumberof rallies–34.
Samajwadi Party president

Akhilesh Yadav led his party’s
campaigninthestate.Mostofhis
rallies were concentrated in
Bundelkhand, central and east-
ern regions. Party insiders said
that he gavemore time in these
regionsasheeyedthesupportof

non-YadavOBCsafter forgingal-
liances with smaller parties
claimingtohaveinfluenceindif-
ferentbackwardcastes.
SPpatriarchMulayamSingh

Yadavaddressedonlytworallies
thiselection.
RLD chief Jayant Chaudhary,

whotiedupwithSP, focusedhis
campaign inwestUPwhere his
partyhas influence.
With Congress president

Sonia Gandhi keeping away
from active canvassing, her
daughter and AICC general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi ad-
dressed 167 rallies and nukkad
sabhas. She also led 42 road-
showsanddoor-to-doorcontact
campaigns. She also addressed
340constituenciesvirtually.Her
brother and Rahul Gandhi ad-
dressedonly tworallies.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

THE ELECTIONCommission on
Mondayannouncedpollstofill13
RajyaSabhaseatsacrosssixstates
falling vacant inApril, including
those of Congress veterans AK
AntonyandAnandSharma.
Prominent among those re-

tiring are Antony (Kerala),
Sharma(HimachalPradesh),and
Partap Singh Bajwa andNaresh
Gujral (Punjab). While former
Defence Minister Antony,
Deputy Leader of Congress in
Rajya Sabha Sharma and Bajwa
areCongressleaders,Gujralrep-
resentstheShiromaniAkaliDal.
MembersfromAssam(two),

Himachal (one), Kerala (three),
Nagaland (one) and Tripura
(one) are retiring on April 2,
whilefivemembersfromPunjab
are retiringonApril 9.
“Out of the five seats to be

filled from Punjab, three are to
befilledbyholdingoneelection
and the other two through an-
otherelectionas theseseatsbe-
longtotwodifferentbiennialcy-
cles,” theECsaid.
Thenotificationforthebien-

nial electionswill be issued on
March 14 and the polls will be
held onMarch 31. The counting
will take place on the day of
polling from5pmonwards.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH07

THE DELHI High Court on
Mondaydismissed apetitionby
former West Bengal Chief
SecretaryAlapanBandyopadhyay
challenging the transferof acase
against him fromCAT’s Kolkata
Bench toNewDelhi. The Central
Administrative Tribunal has the
powerstotransferthecasetoan-
otherbench, thecourtsaid.
Bandyopadhyayisfacinganin-

quiry for skipping a meeting
chairedbyPMNarendraModi in
May last year overCycloneYaas.
Themeetingwas held amidst a
raging tussle between theWest
Bengal government and the
Centre over Bandyopadhyay's
transferoutofthestate.
Onthedayheretired(inMay,

2021) Bandyopadhyay was
serveda show-causenoticeun-
der a stringent provision of the
DisasterManagementActwhich
entails imprisonment for up to
two years. Hewas later also is-

suedapenaltychargesheet,and,
in August, an Inquiry Authority
wassetup.Hechallengedtheor-
ders before the CAT’s Kolkata
benchbuttheCentremanagedto
transfer the case to thePrincipal
Bench atNewDelhi inOctober,
2021, only to be set aside by the
CalcuttaHighCourt.
Bandyopadhyay had ap-

proached theDelhiHCafter the
SupremeCourt,onJanuary6,said
theCalcuttaHClackedtheterrito-
rialjurisdictiontoentertainachal-
lenge to an order passed by the
CAT’sPrincipalBench.Heargued
hehasbeenresidingthroughout
inKolkataand,thus,hastheright
to file an application before the
CAT'sKolkataBench.
On Monday, however, the

Delhi HC’s division bench
headedbyChief JusticeDNPatel
rejectedhisargumentsayingal-
though a person can approach
the CAT bench at a place of his
residence, thetribunalchairhas
the administrative powers to
transfer the matter “albeit for
soundreasons...”

OPENTOTALKS:AICC IN-CHARGE

NewDelhi:TheCongresshas
deputed party leader
DeepinderHoodaas its spe-
cialobserverinUttarakhand,
whoalongwithChhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghelwillworkout apost-
pollscenarioaftertheresults
on March 10. Hooda will
leave for Uttarakhand on
Tuesdaymorning. PTI

HOODASPLOBSERVER
FORUTTARAKHAND

InGoa,Cong
makesoffer to
anti-BJPparties

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,MARCH7

CONGRESS LEADER Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra arrived in Jaipur
onMonday to discuss post-poll
scenarios with Rajasthan Chief
MinisterAshokGehlot aheadof
theAssemblyelectionresultson
March 10. Speculations are rife
thatthepartymayshiftitsMLAs
toRajasthan.
Priyanka, accompanied by

party leader Rajeev Shukla,was
welcomedattheJaipurairportby
CM Ashok Gehlot, party state
presidentGovindSinghDotasra,
former healthminister Raghu
Sharma,amongothers.
Talking to journalists at the

airport,Priyankasaid,“Thepub-
licwilltakethecorrectdecision.”
InJaipur,Priyankaisscheduled

toattendaprogrammeofanNGO

andalsovisitarelative’shome,be-
fore heading to Lucknow on
Tuesdaymorning.
InLucknow,Priyankawillbe

take part in the party’s foot
march organised to mark
InternationalWomen'sDay.
Priyankawouldbeaccompa-

nied by all 159 women candi-
dates that Congress had fielded
in theUPelections.
Themarch is likely to begin

from Lucknow’s 1090 Crossing
and conclude near the statue of
freedom fighter Uda Devi in
Sikandrabadarea.
TheCongresshasalsoinvited

its womenMLAs and women
MPs from across the country to
attendtheevent.
All India Mahila Congress’

Acting PresidentNetta D’Souza
said, “Themarch is a unique at-
tempt to givewomen a bigger
placeinpolitics.”

PriyankaGandhiVadrawithRajasthanCMAshokGehlotat
Jaipur InternationalAirportonMonday.Rohit JainParas

Priyanka in Jaipur, to talk
post-poll scene with Gehlot

In UP, Priyanka, Yogi held most rallies, Maya leastRajya Sabha: 13
MPs retiring,
elections to be
held on March 31

Delhi HC junks Bengal
ex-chief secretary plea

TRANSFEROFCASEFROMKOLKATA

Leaders No.of
rallies

PriyankaGandhi 209
(Cong)
YogiAdityanath 203
(BJP)
AkhileshYadav 131
(SP)
Mayawati 18
(BSP)

CAMPAIGN
SCOREBOARD

Outsideapollingbooth inMirzapur,UttarPradesh,onMonday. PTI

UP sees over 57% turnout in last phase

PMModiwithrecipientsofNariShaktiPuraskar,on
theeveof InternationalWomen’sDay,onMonday.PTI

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

WINNERS ALL THE WAY
ONTHEeveofwomen’sday,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
onMonday interactedwithwinners of the 2020 and 2021
editionsofNariShaktiPuraskar,awardedtogetherduetode-
lays causedby thepandemic.Modimet the awardees at his
official residenceatLokKalyanMarg.Oneawardee,Radhika
Menon, a Merchant Navy Captain from Kerala, narrated a
storythathadModiburstout laughing.Menonsaidthatshe
travelledaroundtheworldforherwork,andwhenshewould
dock in countries such as Pakistan or China, which “don’t
sharefriendlyrelations”withIndia,thepeopleof thosecoun-
tries would nevertheless tell her: “Your country has a very
strong leader.”

WELCOME, ER, HOME
ONMONDAY,avideoemergedonsocialmediainwhichstu-
dentsreturningfromUkraineareseenpurportedlyignoring
Tourism and Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy’s efforts to
welcome themwith a flower each— thevideo shows them
walkingpast him. This is oneof the series of such snubs felt
byministers, which, it is learnt, have leftmany of themnot
very pleased. Last week, a video of Aviation Minister
JyotiradityaScindia’spurportedargumentswithaRomanian
mayoremergedonsocialmedia,whichhadfollowedavideo
onsocialmediaofUnionMinisterofStateMeenakshiLekhi’s
welcominggesturebeingnearlyignoredbystudentslanding
backhome.

JUNIOR ALIGNED
THECONGRESS’SdecisiontosendRajyaSabhaMPDeepender
HoodatoUttarakhandasanobserver is interestinggiventhe
fact that his father, former Haryana CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, is strongly alignedwith G-23 leaders in the party.
Hooda juniorhad campaignedactively inUttar Pradeshand
hadalsoaccompaniedPriyankaGandhiVadrawhenshewent
toLakhimpurKheritomeetfamilymembersof farmerskilled
there.WhileHooda senior is said tobepushing for a leader-
shipchangeinHaryanaCongress,andthehighcommandre-
mainsunconvinced,theincreasingclosenessofhissontothe
leadershiphasamusedasectionof party’s leaders.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MARCH7

UNRULYSCENESwerewitnessed
onthefirstdayofthebudgetses-
sionintheWestBengalAssembly
onMondaywhenoppositionBJP
legislators stagedaprotest amid
sloganeering against the recent
“violence” during the civic body
electionsinthestate.
The BJPMLAs, who blamed

the ruling Trinmool Congress
(TMC)forthecivicpollviolence,
didnot allowGovernor Jagdeep
Dhankhartodeliverhisopening
speech and protested near the
wellof theHouse.
When the Governor tried to

walkoutoftheAssembly,therul-
ing party MLAs stopped him,
makingarequestforreadingout
atleastonelinefromthespeech.
TheBJPallegedthattheTMCgov-
ernment closed all the gates of
AssemblytostoptheGovernor.
After nearly an hour of log-

jam, the Governor at last read
out the first and the last lines of

thebudget speech soas to table
thespeech in theHouse.
As per the schedule, the

Governor entered theAssembly
after payinghomage toDrBhim
Rao Ambedkar’s statue.
OppositionMLAsmoved to the
Well of theHouse and started to
protestafterthenationalanthem
wasplayed.EvenasDhankharre-
peatedlyrequestedtheopposition
MLAs to let him read out his
speech, they continued to raise
the‘JaiShriRam’and‘BharatMata
ki jai’ slogans. Soon after, the
Governor spoke with Speaker
BimanBanerjee, tellinghimthat
he wanted to move out of the
Assemblybuilding.
Then,ChiefMinisterMamata

Banerjee, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Partha Chatterjee and
their other Cabinet colleagues
requested the Governor to not
leave without reading out the
speech. The ruling partyMLAs
nearlygheraoedtheGovernorin
a bid to stop him fromwalking
outof theHouse.
Meanwhile, the Governor

called Leader of the Opposition
(LoP)SuvenduAdhikari,request-
inghimtolettheproceedingsof
the session continue. Adhikari,
however, refused todoso.
Nearly an hour later, the

Governoragreedtoreadonlythe
first and the last lines of the
speechsothat itcouldbetabled
andthesessionstarted.
Banerjee went to the Raj

Bhavan for “thanking” the
Governor. “What happened in
the Assembly today was un-
precedented. The BJP does not
believe in democracy. They are
losing everywhere anddisrupt-
ingthedemocraticprocess. Iam
reallyshockedanddisheartened.
Butatlast,hereadoutthespeech
and people and democracy
won,”Banerjeesaid.
Adhikari said, “The CM

rightly said that it was an un-
precedentedincident. Intheleg-
islativeassemblyofWestBengal,
theGovernorwasneverheckled
intheassemblybywomenMLAs
of the rulingparty at thebehest
of theCM.”

WESTBENGAL: STORMYSTARTTOBUDGETSESSION

Governor fails to make speech
as BJP MLAs protest in House

Imphal: The Election
Commissionof IndiaonMonday
fixed March 8 for repolling at
seven booths in three districts
where sporadic violence was
witnessed during the voting on
March5.Oneof thebooths is in
Thoubal district, and three each
fall inUkhrul andSenapati.
Manipur Chief Electoral

Officer (CEO) Rajesh Agrawal
said the repollingwas necessi-
tated over damage of some
EVMsbymiscreants. ENS

Manipur: Repoll
at 7 booths today

New Delhi
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Varthana Finance Private Limited
(Formerly known as M/s. Thirumeni Finance Private Ltd.,)

Registered Office at : No. 5BC-110, Varasiddhi. Outer Ring Road,
Service Road, 3rd Block, HRBR Layout, Kalyan Nagar, Bangalore-560043.
Website www.varthana.com, Email: care@varthana.com, Phone: 080-68455777,
Branch Office : No. 1162 & 1163, Tower B-1, 11th Floor, Spaze I Tech Park, Sector 49,
Sohna Road, Gurugram 122018.

Whereas, The undersigned being theAuthorised Officer of theM/s Varthana Finance Private Ltd.,
(Formerly Known as M/s. Thirumeni Finance Private Ltd.,) Gurgaon Branch, Under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the

Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued aDemandNoticedated :
24-11-2021, calling upon the Applicants/Co-
Applicants/Mortgagors, in Loan Account No.
S19GUR-GUR-009575 and K19GUR-GUR-
009873, 1. M/s. Vidya Deep Public School,
Represented by its Authorised Signatory, 2. M/s.
Vidaya Deep Shiksha Samiti, Represented By its
Authorised Signatory, No. 1 and 2 are having
office atC-400/A,MainMarket, Bhajanpura,Delhi
– 110053., 3. Girish Bansal, S/o. Dhyan Chand,
H.No-B-388/A, Street -18 , Near VDPS,
Bhajanpura North East Delhi – 110053 4. Usha,
W/o Girish Bansal, H.N-B-388/a, Street -18, Main
Market, Bhajanpura, Delhi – 110053, to repay the amount
mentioned in the said notice being a sum ofRs.74,19,613/- (Rupees Seventy Four Lakhs Ninteen
Thousand Six Hundred Thirteen Only) as on 23-11-2021, to pay agreed contractual rate of
interest together with incidental expenses, cost and other charges etc., as details mentioned in the
DemandNotice, till the date of payment, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
However the Applicants/Co-Applicants/Mortgagors herein above having failed to repay the full
amount with interest/other charges, notice is hereby given to the Applicants/Co-
Applicants/Mortgagors in particular and to the public in general that the undersigned being
Authorised Officer of the Varthana Finance Private Ltd, Gurgaon has taken SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION of the properties described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him
under section 13(4) of the saidAct, readwithRule 8 of theSecurity Interest EnforcementRules, 2002
on this 05thDayofMarch2022.
The Applicants/Co-Applicants/Mortgagors in particular and the public in general are hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the properties will be subject to the
charge of the M/s. Varthana Finance Private Ltd, Gurgaon, for an amount of Rs. 74,19,613/-
(Rupees Seventy Four LakhsNinteen Thousand Six Hundred ThirteenOnly) as on 23-11-2021
with agreed contractual rate of interest, as mentioned herein above until the date of payment
together with incidental expenses, cost and other charges. The Applicants/Co-
Applicants/Mortgagors attention is invited to provisions of Section 13(8) of theAct, in respect of time
available, to redeem the securedAssets.
Description of the Immovable Property : All that piece and parcel of the Property bearing No.-
C400,part of Khasra No 362,Bhajanapura, Village, Abadi Known as Main Markert Ghonda Gujaran
Khadar, lllaqa, Shahdara, Delhi 110053, admeasuring 120 Sq Yds, bounded as under, East By :
Property of others,West By : Road,NorthBy : Property of others, SouthBy : Property of others.
Memoranduam of Deposit of Title Deed executed by Usha Bansal in Document No. 1811 dated
18/09/2019 beforeSubRegistrar SeelampurNewDelhi.
Date : 08.03.2022
Place : Bhajanapura

Authorised Officer.
For Varthana Finance Private Limited

GOVT. OF BIHAR

BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD
I.A.S. Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14.

POST GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING (PGMAC)-2021
for MD / MS / PGD / DNB (Degree & Diploma) in Govt./ Private Medical Colleges of Bihar

Advt. No.-BCECEB(PGMAC)-2021/09 Dated : 07.03.2022

PGMAC-2021ds 2nd round esa lhV vkoaVu mijkUr vkoafVr
lhV fjDr djus ds lEcU/ esa vko';d lwpuk

PGMAC-2021ds vk/kj ij fnukad 28-02-2022 ls 06-03-2022 rd lEiUu 2nd round counselling esa
ftu vH;fFkZ;ksa dks lhV vkoaVu gqvk gS ysfdu vHkh rd ukekadu ugha fy;s gSa vkSj os vkoafVr lhV NksM+uk pkgrs
gSa rks os MCCds NEET-PG (MD/MS/DNB) Counsellingls lEcfU/r Information Bulletin &Counselling

Schemeds FAQ-47 esa vafdr izko/kukuqlkj fuEuor~ vafdr forfeiture feesds lkFk vkoafVr lhV NksM+ ldrs gSa_
1- jktdh; fpfdRlk egkfo|ky; % #- 25]000@& (Half for SC/ST/EBC/BC)

2- futh fpfdRlk egkfo|ky; % #- 2]00]000@&
vH;FkhZ Forfeiture Fee dh mijksDr jkf'k vkosnu ,oa "Controller of Examination, BCECE Board",

Payable at Patnads uke ls cSad MªkÝV vius vkoafVr laLFkku esa tek dj viuk ewy izek.k i=k izkIr dj ldrs
gSaA lhV NksM+us dh vfUre frfFk 09-03-2022 rd fu/kZfjr dh tkrh gSA

ijh{kk fu;a=kd

Website : bceceboard.bihar.gov.in

IN THE GENERAL DIVISION OF THE HIGH COURT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Case No.: HC/S 1127/2020 Sub Case No.: HC/SUM 66/2022
Between

INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK (India Registration No. S69FC1965A) ...Plaintiff(s) And
1. CANWELL COMMERCE PTE. LTD (foremerly known as FROST GLOBAL PTE. LTD.)

(Singapore UEN No. 200807142H)
2. FROST INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (India Registration No. Unknown)
3. UDAY JAYAM DESAI (India Passport No. Z2775352)
4. TODI ASHISH (NRIC No. S7069930C) ...Defendant(s)

TO THE 3rd DEFENDANT

UDAY JAYAM DESAI of whose last known address is at S-279 2nd Floor
Panchsheel Park Delhi India Pin 110017
TAKE NOTICE that an action has been commenced against you in the General
Division of the High Court of the Republic of Singapore in HC/S 1127/2020 by
INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK of 64 CECIL STREET IOB BUILDING Singapore 049711,
in which the Plaintiff's claim against you is for the sum of US$15,616,524.39 as of
11 November 2020, plus further interest calculated from 12 November 2020 until
the date of full payment and costs on a full indemnity basis in respect of banking
facilities granted by the Plaintiff to the 1st Defendant and executed by you as a
guarantor in favour of the Plaintiff.
And it is ordered that service of the Renewed Writ of Summons (Amendment No.
1) in the said action on you be effected by this advertisement. If you desire to
defend the said action you must within 21 days from the date of publication of this
advertisement, enter an appearance at the Registry of the High Court of
Singapore using the electronic filing service. In default of such appearance,
judgment may be entered against you.
Dated this 08 day of March 2022

SOLICITORS FOR THE PLAINTIFF
CTLC Law Corporation
3 RAFFLES PLACE #06-01 BHARAT BUILDING SINGAPORE 048617
Tel No: +65 63368989
Fax No: +65 63237678
File Ref No: PC-IOB

IIMA INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR CHAIR FACULTY POSITION
RESERVE BANK OF INDIA CHAIR PROFESSOR
IIM Ahmedabad places high value on research and inter-disciplinary contributions in
several priority sectors via specific, purpose-driven thrust groups, areas and research
centres. IIMA welcomes applications from candidates with distinguished records
of research, teaching, and impact on practice and policy for the Chair position, at
Professor level in any of the disciplinary areas of economics, finance or banking.
Required qualifications and experience
Doctorate in allied field with a successful track record of research and publications
and a minimum of 12 years of teaching/research/industry experience after Ph.D.
Expectation
As valued members of IIMA, Faculty Chair is expected to contribute in scholarly
activities such as producing high-quality research, showing exceptional commitment
to teaching, engaging in dialogue with practice and policy, and being proactive
members of the community. At Professor level, candidates will be evaluated on their
calibre and demonstrated excellence.

For inquiries or, to apply, please contact: dean-fac@iima.ac.in
Please apply by April 10, 2022

About IIMA: Recognized as India’s top management school and one of the best
business schools in the world, IIMA educates outstanding students. The Institute’s
strengths include a reputation built over six decades of excellence and meritocracy,
committed and talented faculty, loyal officers and staff, goodwill of recruiters, global
diaspora of alumni in positions of responsibility, and an iconic campus.
IIMA : Educating & Nurturing leaders of Institutions and Entrepreneurial Organizations

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AHMEDABAD

NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
Teen Murti House, New Delhi-110011

(Autonomous Body set up by the Govt. of India)
The Nehru Memorial Museum & Library (NMML), an Autonomous
Body under the Ministry of Culture, seeks qualified candidates for
appointment to the post of Director, Nehru Planetarium.
Post: Director, Nehru Planetarium, No. of Post: One. (1)
Category: Unreserved. Age: Below 50 years as on 8th April,
2022, Pay Scale: Level-11 (Rs.67700-208700),
Eligibility: For details like qualifications and experience required,
general instructions etc., please visit NMML website:
www.nehrumemorial.nic.in.
Interested candidates may send their applications along with self
attested copies of educational qualifications and experience
certificates, etc to this office address i.e. The Director, Nehru
Memorial Museum & Library, Teen Murti House, New Delhi-
110011 so as to reach latest by 8th April, 2022.

davp 09142/12/0032/2122
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TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,MARCH7

AGUWAHATI court onMonday
directedpolice toregisteracase
against Assam Chief Minister
HimantaBiswaSarmaontheba-
sisofacomplaintmadelastyear
byCongressMPAbdulKhaleque.
On December 28, 2021,

Khalequehadfiledapolicecom-
plaint against Sarma with
Dispur police, accusing him of
“hate-mongering” andmaking
inflammatory remarks in con-
nection to an eviction drive in
Assam’sDarrangdistrict.
Khalequemovedthecourtaf-

terDispurpolicedidnotregister
an FIR. “The MP had earlier
lodged FIRs at Dispur Police
StationandDCP(East)Guwahati
butpolicedidnotregisterthem,”
Khaleque’s counsel, Shamim
Ahmed Barbhuyan, said. “We
filedacasewiththecourtofChief
JudicialMagistrate on February
28.OnMarch5,itwasreferredto
the court of the Sub-Divisional
JudicialMagistrateinGuwahati.”
On Saturday, the court said:

“OCDispurP.S. isdirectedtoreg-
ister a case on the allegations
mentionedinthecomplaintand
investigatethematterfairlyand
to submit the Final Form at the
earliest.” The court said police
had “failed in discharge of its
duty” by "failing to register the
FIR".Theordersaid, “Theverac-
ity of the allegations is not
something which can be en-
quired prior to the registration
of theFIR.Byfailingtoevenreg-
ister the FIR, it appears that the
police have failed in the dis-
charge of their duty. Hence, this
Court is of the considered opin-
ionthatitisafitcasetoinvokeSec
156(3)ofCrPC.”theordersaid.
Barbhuyansaidthecourtdi-

rectedDispur police to register
an FIR against Sarmaunder IPC
Sections 153 (wantonly giving
provocation with intent to
cause riot), 153A (promoting
enmity on grounds of religion,
race, etc). The Indian Express
reached out to the officer in-
charge(OC)ofDispurpolicesta-
tion on whether an FIR had
been registered but the official
did not comment.

Book Himanta
on Cong MP’s
complaint:
Guwahati
court to police

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, KOLKATA,MARCH7

ABSF jawanallegedlyshothimself deadafter
killing a colleagueat a camp inWestBengal’s
MurshidabadalongtheIndia-Bangladeshbor-
der onMonday, a day after five troops of the
forcewere killed in a fratricidal incident at a
basealong thePakistan front.
TheincidenttookplaceattheKakmarichar

Border Security Force (BSF) camp along the
India-Bangladeshfront. Itfallsunderthepara-
military force’s Berhampore sector, which is
about230kmfromstatecapitalKolkata.
“At around 0645 hrs, head constable

JohnsonToppoofthe117thbattalionshothead
constable HG Shekharan, and subsequently
shothimselfwithhisservicerifleatborderpost
Kakmarichar,” a BSF spokesperson said. They
were taken to a hospital in Sagarparawhere
doctorsdeclaredthembroughtdead,hesaid.
Officialssaidtheincidenttookplaceafterthey

returnedto theirpostafter finishing theirnight
duty.Thespokespersonsaidbothof themwere
tovisitthelocalRaninagarpolicestationat10am
onMonday for recordingof statements incon-
nectionwithacaseregistered inNovember last
year.Someissuelinkedtothispolicecasepurport-
edly led thekillings.Acourtof inquiryhasbeen
orderedbytheBSFtoascertainthefactsaboutthe
latestincidentevenasacasewasregisteredwith
thelocalpolice,thespokespersonsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,MARCH7

THE INCOME Tax Department
onMonday sought time to re-
spond to a notice from the
GujaratHighCourtonthetaxde-
mand on death compensation
received by the next of kin of a
woman killed in the 1986 Pan
AmFlight73hijacking incident.
The I-T department has

sought time to respond to the
court’s query onwhether such
compensationamountawarded
byaforeigncourtcanbetreated
as “income” and if so, under
whichprovisionsofthelawitin-
tends to levy the tax.

Thematterpertains toapeti-
tionfiledbyKalpeshBabulalDalal,
whose wife was among those
killedduring thehijackingof the
PanAmflight in1986whiletrav-
ellingfromBombaytoNewYork.
Following his wife’s death,

Dalal had received nearly Rs
18.60 crore in a compensation
ruling by a court in Columbia,
New York. He had received the
compensationinthreetranches
ofRs8.11croreinFY2012-13,Rs
34.24lakhinFY2013-14,andRs
10.15crore inFY2014-15.
However,theI-Tdepartment

hassoughttoreopentheassess-
mentforfinancialyears2013-14
and 2014-15 claiming the com-
pensation amount was not

showninthe I-Treturns filedby
Dalal. In January, Dalal moved
the Gujarat HC following a no-
ticefromtheI-Tdepartmentlast
year challenging the taxman’s
move to impose income tax for
thecompensationamount.
The petitioner has con-

tended that the compensation
amount is not an income and
hence, cannot be taxed. During
the course of the hearing, Dalal
also pointedout that the inves-
tigationwing of the I-T depart-
menthad issueda summons in
2014 to which he had re-
sponded.Thepetitionersaidhe
hadalsorespondedtoallqueries
pertainingtobanktransactions.
Terming it a “unique” case, a

division bench comprising
Justices JB Pardiwala andNisha
Thakore had, on January 24, is-
sued a notice to the I-T depart-
ment to respond to the con-
tentionsraisedbythepetitioner.
Thematterwillnextbetaken

uponMarch14.
TruptiDalalwastravellingon

the Pan Am flight with her 21-
member dance troupe and her
11-year-old son for a cultural
performance. Twenty passen-
gers, including two Americans
and13Indianswerekilled,after
the Mumbai-New York flight
with 360 passengers on board
washijackedbyfourPalestinian
militantsonSeptember5,1986,
fromKarachi inPakistan.

Srinagar:A day after a grenade blast in central
Srinagar injured over 30people, another civil-
iandiedattheSMHShospital, increasingthetoll
to two.DIG (CentralKashmir) Sujit Kumar told
The Indian Express that the number of injured
peopleclimbedto35onMondaymorning.
Rafiya Nazir, 19, who remained critical till

late Sundaywith splinter injuries, died at the
hospital. Mohammad AslamMakdoomi, 55,
wasdeclareddeadatSMHShospitalonSunday.
At her home near Hazratbal, emotional

scenes played out as neighbours and relatives
mournedNazir’sdemise.“Shehadonlyrecently
passedclass12thandwasstudyingtotakeNEET
andbecomeadoctor,” a relative said.
Thegrenadeattacktookplaceinabusymarket

atthefootoftheAmiraKadalBridge.Thepolicesaid
theyhadsecured“vital clues” fromCCTVfootage
inthearea. LGManojSinhaonSundayreiterated
the government’s resolve “to dismantle terror
ecosystemanddefeatterrorismthatcontinuestobe
perpetratedbytheneighbouringcountry.” ENS

Woman hurt in grenade
attack dies, toll rises to 2Death compensation taxable? I-T

dept seeks time to respond to HC
Courtsoughttoknowif suchaidawardedbyaforeigncourtcanbetreatedas ‘income’

BSF trooper shoots
self, colleague
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In addition to this, the Government of Delhi has implemented schemes like
Social Security for women in distress, support for widow’s daughter’s marriage

and livelihood support for women SHGs

InternationalWomen's Day

Free Bus Travel

Street Lights in
every lane

Best Treatment in
Mohalla Clinics

World Class
Government Schools

CCTVs in Every Corner

Marshals in Buses

Key steps taken by the Delhi government for
the safety and well being of women

Department ofWomen and Child Development, Government of NCT of Delhi
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

TRANS. LINE MAINTT. DIV.V, JKPTCL, JAMMU

Email: xengcdjmu@gmail.com
E-NIT No: TLMD-V/J/20 of 2021-22 Dated:22/02 /2022

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer Transmission Line Maintenance Division-V, JKPTCL, Ambedkar Chowk, Railway
Road, Jammu, on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory, invites online bids
under two bid system i.e. Technical bid and Financial bid through UT of J&K website https://jktenders.gov.in
from Registered “A” Class Electrical Contractors with Relevant Experience of UT of J&K for the Rate
Contract for the year 2022-23 for the below mentioned works in accordance with the terms and conditions
and specifications described in the tender document :

S. No. Name of the Tender
Cost Of Tender

Document
Earnest Money

Deposit
Class Of

Contractor

01.
Rate Contract for Preventive/ Routine/
Breakdown maintenance of Equipments for
220/132/66KV Grid station Hiranagar,
132/66KV Grid Station Samba, 132/33KV Grid
Stations Bari-Brahmana-II, Gangyal, Sidhra ,
Mahanpur, Siot and 220/66KV Ghatti falling
under the jurisdiction of TLMD-V JKPTCL,
Jammu for the year 2022-23.

Rs. 2000.00
(Two Thousand

Only)

Rs. 50,000/-
(Fifty Thousand

Only) in the
shape of

CDR/FDR/ TDR

“A”
Electrical

Contractors

The bidding documents consisting of quantities (B.O.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract and other
details can be seen / downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in
Other Relevant Information:

A Date & Time of downloading of
Standard Bidding Document

The Standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over
http://jktenders.gov.in from 24.02.2022 (1600 Hrs onwards)

B Pre-Bid meeting time and venue On 25-02-2022 in the Office of the Executive Engineer Grid
Stations TLMD-V JKPTCL, , Jammu at 1400hrs

C e-Bid submission (start) date & time 28-02-2022 ( 1000 Hrs onwards)

D Last date for submission of hard copy of
e- Bid

After opening the financial bid only, the lowest bidder (L1) is
required to submit/furnish the hard copies of bid along with
original copy of CDR/EMD & tender documents.

E e-Bid online submission (end) date &
time

21-03-2022 up to 1600Hrs

F Technical Bid opening Date & time 24-03-2022 at 1130 Hrs

G Financial Bid opening Date & time (Only
for the technically qualified Bidders)

Will be communicated to the technically qualified Bidders

H Venue of the opening Technical &
financial Bids

The Office of the Executive Engineer, TLMD-V, JKPTCL, ,
Jammu

SD/-
No:-TLMD-V/JKPTCL/J/3238-41 Executive Engineer
Dated:-22-02-2022 DIPJ-6598 TLMD-V, JKPTCL

statehasnot returnedagovern-
ment to power since 1985. The
SP-RLD alliance,whichwaged a
spirited campaign, maymake
majorgainsascomparedto2017
but is likely to fall well short of
themagic figure. The Congress,
the polls predicted, would re-
main insingledigits.
All polls predicted that the

BSP, which hadwon 19 seats in
2017,couldfareworse.
The India Today-Axis My

India predicted that the BJP and
allieswouldwin 288-326 seats.
Other pollsters, however, gave
therulingBJPacomfortablema-
jorityinthe220-250range,indi-
catingthatthepartydespitefeel-
ing the heat over issues like
unemploymentandvagrantcat-
tle couldbe ridingapro-incum-
bencywave.
In 2017, the BJPwon a land-

slidemandateinUP,winning312
seats on its own in the 403-
memberHouse.WithalliesApna
Dal (9) and SBSP (4), the tally of
theBJPalliancehadtouched325
seats in 2017. The SP, which
fought in alliance with the
Congress,couldwinonly47seats
last time.
InPunjab,mostpollstersgave

theAAPnumbersmuchaheadof
therulingCongressandtheAkali
Dal-BSP combine. If the exit poll
predictionsholdtrueandtheAAP
managestowinPunjab, theout-
comehasthepotential totrigger
a churning in Indian politics, es-
pecially in theOpposition space
asnootherpartybarring theBJP
andtheCongressareinpowerin
morethanonestatenow.
While the India Today-Axis

pollgavetheAAP76-90seats,the
News24-Chanakyapollpredicted
itwouldget100seats.TheABPC
Voterpollgaveitbetween51to61
seats.Almostallthepollsgavethe
Congress less than30 seats. The
figuresfortheAkaliDal,however,
varied.While India Today-Axis
poll gave it 7-11 seats, News 24
Chanakya gave it amere6 seats.
Mostpolls,however,gave it15to
25seats.Andmostpredictedthat
the BJP-Punjab Lok Congress
wouldendupinsingledigits.
The AAP surge in Punjab, if

thepollstersarecorrect, isama-
jor setback for the Congress
whichhadplayed theDalit card
appointing Charanjit Singh
ChanniasChiefMinister,replac-
ing Amarinder Singh just six
months ago and projecting him
as the CM face. A defeat for the
Congress could reignite the fac-
tional feudinthestate.
In2017,theCongressstormed

to power in Punjab,winning 77
of the 117 seats. TheAAP,which
made its debut last time, came
secondwith 20 seatswhile the
AkaliDal-BJPalliance,whichwas
in power then, couldmanage to
win only 18 seats (Akali Dal 15
andBJP3).
The BJP, on the other hand,

aligned with former Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh's
PunjabLokCongress.
In Uttarakhand, the opinion

polls differed sharply. While
somegavetherulingBJPanedge,
others predicted the Congress
would emerge as the single
largest party. None of the polls
gave either sidemore than 40
seats. No party has retained
power in Uttarakhand since its
formation in 2000. If the BJP
manages to hold on to power, it
will be a record of sorts. In 2017,
riding theModi wave, the BJP
managed towin in 57 of the to-
tal 70 Assembly seatswhile the
Congresswaslimitedto11seats.
Twooftheremainingseatswere
wonbyindependentcandidates
who are now with the ruling
party.
InGoatoo,pollsterspredicted

adead-heatracewithnoneofthe
polls predicting a comfortable
victoryforeithertherulingBJPor
the Congress. Most polls pre-
dicted that the AAP couldwin a
coupleof seats. Incidentally,one
poll(ABP-CVoter)predictedthat
the Trinamool Congresswould
win5-9seatswhich,ifturnedout
tobetrue,wouldplaceitinaking
maker's role. In the40-member
House, the Congress had
emerged as the single largest
party in 2017, winning 17 seats
but theBJP,whichwon13 seats,
managed to form the govern-
mentwiththesupportoftheGoa
Forward Party and the MGP
whichhadwonthreeseatseach
andtwoindependents.
InManipur, all the polls pre-

dicted that the rulingBJPwould
either emerge as the single
largestpartyorcrossthehalfway
mark. In 2017, the Congress had
emerged as the single largest
party in the state. Though the
Congresshadwon28seatsinthe
60-memberhouse, theBJPwith
21 seats got the support of four
MLAs each from the Naga
People’s Front and theNational
People's Party andone from the
LokJanshaktiPartyandaninde-
pendent to reach themagic fig-
ure of 31. Most polls predicted
that the NPP andNPF could re-
peat or better their 2017 per-
formance.

WHAT EX IT POLLS SAY

Pollster BJP Cong AAP BSP Others
IndiaToday-Axis 36-46 20-30 - 2-4 2-5
TIMESNOW-VETO 37 31 1 - 1
ABP-CVoter 26-32 32-38 0-2 - 3-7
News24-Chanakya 43 24 - - 3

UTTARAKHAND (70)

Pollster BJP Cong NPP NPF Others
IndiaToday-Axis 33-43 4-8 4-8 - 6-15
ABP-CVoter 23-27 12-16 10-14 3-7 -
News18-JanKiBaat 23-28 10-14 7-8 5-8 8-9
PMarq 27-31 11-17 6-10 2-6 3-7

MANIPUR (60)

Pollster BJP Cong MGP AAP TMC Others
IndiaToday-Axis 14-18 15-20 2-5 - - 0-4
ABP-CVoter 13-17 12-16 - - 5-9 0-2
PMarq 13-17 13-17 - 2-6 2-4 0-4
TimesNow-Veto 14 16 - 4 - 6

GOA (40)

Exit polls predict
Yogi return in UP,
give Punjab to AAP

FROMPAGEONE

HCtoexamine
centralfundingto
UN-linkedNGO

BUDGETSESSION

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,MARCH7

INTHEthreeyearsprecedingthe
current (financial) year,
Jharkhand recorded 166 custo-
dial deaths—156 in jails and10
inpolicecustody—accordingto
thedatasubmittedbytheHome,
Prison and Disaster
ManagementDepartmentinthe
AssemblyonMonday.
According to the data, the

number of custodial deaths
stood at 67, 45, 54 in the years
2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21, re-
spectively. The data for the year
2021-22wasnotmentioned.
This is the first time that the

data on custodial deaths has
been officially released by the
stategovernment.Inresponseto
aquestionbyCPI(ML) legislator
VinodSinghonthegovernment
plan to stop suchdeaths, a Joint
Secretaryofthedepartmentsaid
ifcarelessnessisfoundonpartof
the police or the jail officials,
then compensation is given to
the family of the victim. An in-
quest proceeding is initiated
every time a death takes place.
Andif thedeathissuspicious,an
inquiry — either judicial or ad-
ministration-level — is con-
ductedand thepostmortemre-
port is sent to the NHRC for
furtherexamination.Thereport,
however, does notmention the

causeof death incustody.
The context toVinodSingh's

questionwastheFebruarydeath
ofDebuTuri,35,inpolicecustody
in Sahibganj district. Though the
deathofTuri,atheftsuspect,isnot
partofthedatacitedabove,itcre-
atedanuproarintheAssembly.
Debuwas in lock-up for four

daysattheTaljharipolicestation
of Sahibganj district. He died at
thedistricthospitalashewasal-
legedly beaten up in custody. A
series of protests ensued, lead-
ingtothesuspensionof twopo-
lice officers. The outcome of an
inquiry ordered by the Deputy
Commissioner isawaited.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

NewDelhi:TheDelhiHighCourt
has ordered registration of a
public interest litigation to ex-
aminewhether the fundsbeing
givenbythecentralgovernment
to Indian Federation of United
Nations Association (IFUNA), a
non-governmentalorganisation
established to promote the ob-
jectives of the United Nations,
are being utilised in a transpar-
entmanner. ENS

156 prison deaths, 10 in police custody
in 3 years: Jharkhand govt data reveals

CASESAGAINSTMPs,MLAs

Bengaluru:With the Karnataka
government submitting that
onlyfourcasesagainstMLAsand
MPshavebeenwithdrawninthe
state since September 16, 2020,
the Karnataka High Court has
soughtdetailsofallapplications
filed for similar relief.
InAugust2021,theSupreme

Court had barred states from
dropping suchwithout the re-
spectiveHC’s clearance.
Adivisionbenchcomprising

Chief Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi
andJusticeSRKrishnaKumaris-
sued theorderonMarch5.
“The statistical information

furnished by the Registrar

(Review&Statistics)doesnotap-
pear to beproper and sufficient,
particularlyrelatingtowithdrawal
of casesby thestategovernment
exercising power under Section
321ofCrPCorwithrespecttothe
caseswhere the applicationun-
der Section321of CrPC is pend-
ing,”thebenchobserved. ENS

Karnataka HC seeks details of all pleas for withdrawal

New Delhi
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BajrangDal
man’s kinget
Rs25 lakhaid
Bengaluru: Former
Karnataka CM BS
Yediyurappa on Sunday
handedover a cheque for
Rs 25 lakh to the family
members of BajrangDal
activist Harshawhowas
murderedlastmonth.The
ex-CMsaidHarshawas a
Hindu leader and was
growing. “People who
could not digest the fact
killedhim.Thecompensa-
tionhasbeengivenonbe-
halfofthegovernment,”he
said.SourcessaidHarsha's
mother receivedaboutRs
86lakh,excludingcheques
handedoverbypeople.

ENS

TAMILNADU

HelpUkraine
returneesstudy
inIndia:Stalin
Chennai:TamilNaduCMM
K Stalin wrote to PM
Narendra Modi on
Monday,urginghimtoen-
sure the educationof the
students evacuated from
Ukraine is not affected.
StalinaskedModitodirect
the National Medical
Commissionandtherele-
vantministriestofacilitate
their studies in India. He
said the situation in
Ukraine has disrupted
studiesandthreatenedthe
career of students. Over
1,200 students have re-
turned to Tamil Nadu
alone,hesaid.Theirreturn
toUkrainemaybeimpos-
sibleand“uncertaintymay
prevail evenafter theces-
sationofhostilities.” ENS

UTTARAKHAND

Doonnative
createscakeart
worldrecord
Dehradun: A cake artist
fromDehradunhasmade
it to the World Book of
Recordsbycreatinga100-
kg cake, replicating the
grandMilanCathedral,an
Italianmonument. Based
in Pune now, Prachi
DhabalDebmastered the
intricateartof“royalicing”,
whichshelearntintheUK
from noted cake artist
Eddie Spence MBE. Her
latest feat is a 100-kg ve-
gan, measuring 6 feet 4
inches in length, 4 feet 6
inchesinheightand3feet
10inchesinwidth. PTI

JANARDHANKOUSHIK
CHENNAI,MARCH7

ON FRIDAY, K Saravanan drove
his yellow-and-black autorick-
shaw to the Kumbakonam cor-
poration building, but was
stoppedatthegates.“Theguards
said autos arenot allowed in, so
Iparked itoutsideandwent in,”
he says. Minutes later, the 42-
year-oldwassworn inasMayor
of the Kumbakonam corpora-
tion in Tamil Nadu’s Thanjavur
district.
Saravanan, an autorickshaw

driver who lives with his wife
Devi and three children in a
rented house at
Thukkampalayam in the town,
is the first mayor of
Kumbakonamsince themunic-
ipalitywasupgradedasacorpo-
ration in December last year. In
the recently held urban civic
pollsheldinward17of thetem-
ple city, Saravanan secured 964
ofthetotal2,100votestoemerge
as thewinner.
The rulingDMK,whichwon

all 21 corporations in the state,
nominated party candidates to
head 20 of those, setting aside

one mayoral post for the
Congress. The party high com-
mand hand-picked Saravanan
for the job though there were
several seniorparty functionar-
ieswaiting in thewings.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

Saravanan said hewas shocked
when the party informed him
that he had been nominated to
the top post.“Thanjavur North
Congress Committee district
leaderTRLoganathanaskedme
tocome to thedistrict office and
said he has a surprise for me.
WhenIwentthere,hegavemea
rousing reception, saying,

‘Welcome, Kumbakonam’s first
Mayor’. Iwasshocked. I toldhim
I am just an auto driver, but he
said I have all the qualities to be
themayor,” he said, adding that
helaterreceivedacallfromChief
MinisterMK Stalin. “I told him
that I will work hard to make
Kumbakonamthebestamongall
corporations in the state. Our
leaders said Rahul-ji (Rahul
Gandhi)wasalsohappywithmy
nomination,”hesaid.
Saravanan,whodroppedout

after his Class 10, lost both his
parents at anearly age. Inspired
by his grandfather T

Kumarasamy, who served as a
member of the Kumbakonam
municipalityin1976,Saravanan
joinedtheCongressin2002and
wassoonnominatedtothepost
of ward leader and later as the
vice president of the party’s
Kumbakonamunit.
Saravanan,whohasbeenrid-

ing an autorickshaw for two
decades now, says his job took
himtoeverynookandcrannyof
Kumbakonam and helped him
stay in touchwith people from
all48wards in thecity.
Seven years ago, Saravanan

boughthis ownauto. Justwhen

thingswerelookingup,thepan-
demic struck and his earnings
shrunk. Saravanan says hewas
abletofilehisnominationforthe
councillor’spostthankstodona-
tions from ward members. “I
earnaboutRs200-250.Thelock-
downhitmebadly.Peopleinmy
area helped me a lot during
thosedays,”hesays.
Asked about his plans as

mayor,Saravanansayshewillfo-
cusoncompletingunderground
drainageworks, repairingdam-
aged roads and ensuring basic
amenities such as drinkingwa-
ter supplyandstreet lights.

KSaravananismayorofKumbakonamcorporation, Thanjavur.

A smooth ride: Autorickshaw driver is new mayor in Tamil Nadu
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A26-YEAR-OLDaccountantof a
government nursing college in
DamanwasarrestedSundayfor
allegedlymurdering the princi-
palof thecollege.
According to police, Sawan

Patel(26)allegedlymurderedthe
college principal, Kanimozhi
Armugam(45),afterthelatterin-
tiatied aprobe into the financial
irregularitiesdonebytheaccused.
Kanimozhi, a resident of

Silvassa, had gone missing on
February28,aftershehadleftfor
work inhercar.
After finding that her phone

was switched off, Kanimozhi's
husband Armugan contacted
hercolleaguesinthecollegeand
foundthatshehadnotturnedup
to thecollegeonFebruary28.
OnMarch1,Armuganlodged

amissingpersoncomplaint.
Police started a probe and

found that shewasprobing into
acomplaintofirregularitiesdone
by accountant Sawan Patel in
connectionwithcollectionofad-
mission andmess fees from the
students.Sawanhadgoneunder-
ground since thedisappearance

of Kanimozhi. Police registered
anoffenceunderIPCActsections,
346(wrongfulconfinement)and
365(kidnapping),againstSawan
Patel, andstartedaprobe.
Acting on a tip-off, Silvassa

police arrested Sawan and dur-
ingquestioning,heconfessedto
committing themurder.
On Sunday afternon, Sawan

tookpolicetotheforestareanear
TarakPardivillageinneighbour-
ingVapitaluka,wherethepolice
found the principal's body and
car. The bodywas identified by
Vice-principalofthegovernment
nursingcollegePremKumar.
Silvassa Crime Branch

InspectorManoj Patel said that
on February 28 Sawan boarded
Kanimozhi's car saying that he
want to speak about the finan-
cial irregularities, which he has
beenaccusedof committing.
"He sat inher car andon the

wayhestrangulatedhertodeath
andlaterdrovethecartothefor-
est area at Tarak Pardi village in
Vapiandburntherbody."
"SawanPatelhadbeenwork-

ingasanaccountantforthepast
eight months in the college.
Kanimozhi was probing Rs 7
lakh irregularities done by
SawanPatel,"headded.

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,MARCH7

THE RAIPUR police Monday
added three new sections, per-
tainingtotheITActandpreven-
tion of immoral trafficking law,
againstjournalistNileshSharma,
who was initially held over a
complaintregardinghiswritings
that used satire to criticise the
stategovernment.
The complaint against

Sharmawas filed by amember
of therulingCongress,Khilawan
Nishad,whoobjectedtohiscol-
umn 'Ghurwa kemaati' on his
webportal IndiaWriters,calling
him a “part of the Godimedia”
and accusing him of “trying to
create discord in the govern-
ment”aspartof an“agenda”.
Sharma's writings targeted

theCongressgovernment,using
fictional or real names for its
members including ministers
andbureaucrats.During theBJP
governmentinChhattisgarhtoo,
Sharmawroteaseriesofpolitical
satires under the name of
Chokhelal.
After the complaint, India

Writersportalwasdisabled.
Following Sharma's arrest,

police claimed they had found
“objectionable content” on his
phone,unrelated to theoriginal

arrest.OnMonday,hewastrans-
ferredtoBilaspur jail.His family
saidtheyhadbeen“threatened”
tonot talk to themedia, andnot
allowedtomeethim.
ThechargesSharmaisfacing

now are under Sections 67 A
(punishment for publishing or
transmittingmaterial contain-
ing sexually explicit acts, etc., in
electronic form) of the IT Act, 4
(punishment for living on the
earnings of prostitution), and 5
(procuring, inducing or taking
[person]forthesakeofprostitu-
tion) of the Immoral Trafficking
(Prevention)Act (PITA).
Earlier, on Nishad's com-

plaint, Sharmawas booked un-
derIPCSections504(intentional
insult with intent to provoke
breach of peace), 505 (1)(b)
(making,publishingor circulat-
inganystatement,rumourorre-
port) and 505 (2) (statements
creating or promoting enemity
orhatredbetweenclasses).
In apress release,which car-

riednosignatures,theRaipurpo-
licesaidSharmawas foundtobe
“indulging inprostitution, black-
mailing andobscene chatswith
bothgenders”.Policealsoclaimed
he had documents and phone
recordings of “confidential na-
ture”and“wasruiningthename
of journalistsandjournalism”.
In his last columnbefore his

arrest, Sharma had written
about themuch-talked-about
but never confirmed Congress
planof changingitschiefminis-
teraftertwo-and-a-halfyearsas
partofthedealreachedbetween
CM Bhupesh Singh Baghel and
his rival T S Singh Deo. Earlier,
Sharma'sarticlesusingdisguised
names were seen as critical of
people considered close to
Baghel.
Incidentally, both the

Chhattisgarh government and
the state Congress have set up
'fakenewscommittees'.Neither
raised any alert regarding
Sharma'swritings.
Sharma started his career

with local Hindi newspapers in
2006.Hefirst launchedamaga-
zine called IndiaWriters, and
thenthewebportalaroundfour
years ago. Besides accusing
Sharma of an “agenda”, Nishad
calledthelanguageofhisarticles
“obscene”. His specific com-
plaintwastoanarticlepublished
onMarch 1with the title "Wah
WahKhelShuruHoGaya(Wow,
the game has started)". Hewas
arrested theeveningafter.
BJP leader and former CM

Raman Singh said: "Thosewho
promised tobring a law to safe-
guard journalists are the ones
targeting themover satirical ar-
ticles.”

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

A DELHI court on Monday
grantedCBIsevendays'custody
of Chitra Ramkrishna, former
CEO andMD of National Stock
Exchange (NSE), arrestedbythe
agency on Sunday in a 2018
boursemanipulationcase.
Chitra's is the second high-

profile arrest in the case after
Anand Subramanian, NSE’s for-
mergroupoperatingofficerand
herdeputyandconfidante,who
wasarrested lastmonth.
Special Judge Sanjeev

Aggarwalwhilegrantinghercus-
todytotheCBIwrote,“Itappears
that the custodial interrogation
of the above accusedwould be
required to findout thedetailed
modusoperandiadoptedbythis
accused in conspiracywith the
other co-accused, including
Anand Subramanian... the pres-
entcasemaybeofunimaginable
magnitude.”
The court said that Chitra's

custodywas “required for a fair
and proper investigation and
there aremore than reasonable
and substantial grounds for do-
ingso”.“Further,hercustodialin-
terrogation would also be re-
quired to dig out voluminous
digital evidence pertaining to
this case,” thecourt said.
The CBI prosecutor had

movedapleafor14-daycustody,
arguing that Chitra has been
“evasive in her replies”, and
when confronted with
Subramanian, she “refused to
evenidentifyhim”.Theagency's
prosecutor told the court that
Chitrahadtobeconfrontedwith
2,500 emails exchanged be-
tween her and Subramanian
“which affected the decision
makingof theaccused”.
The CBI alleged that Chitra

“facilitated providing confiden-
tial trading data to Infotech
FinancialServicesPvtLtdandto
AjayShah,knowingwellthatthe
firmwas providing algorithmic
software to the brokers in the

NSEandthattherewasaconflict
of interest”.
Initsremandapplication,the

CBIsubmittedthat the“NSEun-
der Chitra purposefully did not
define policies and procedures
with regard to secondary server
accessthatgaveunfairadvantage
tobrokersat thecostof others.”
OnMarch 5, when Chitra's

anticipatory bail was rejected,
the court hadpulledup theCBI,
calling its investigation “lack-
adaisical”,notingthattheagency
had not acted against themain
beneficiariesof thescam.
In Monday's hearing, the

court said, “For four years there
wasnoaction.Themainbenefi-
ciaries are all enjoying. The FIR
was lying incoldstorage.”
The CBI prosecutor told the

courtthattheagencywasinves-
tigating and it couldmove for-
ward only after “certain docu-
mentscameto light”.
The court found it strange

thatChitra joined the investiga-
tion on her own. “This is very
strange. Shewent to the CBI of-
ficeonherown.Whogoestothe
CBIofficeontheirown?Didshe
have some assurance from the
CBI orwas there a divine inter-
vention?” the judgesaid.
Her lawyer senior advocate

Trideep Pais asked the court to
look into her “exemplary con-
duct”while deciding on her re-

mandapplication.“Sheresigned
fromtheNSEin2016.Shehadno
access to the NSEwhen the FIR
wasregisteredin2018.Shecoop-
eratedwiththeinvestigation.The
ITraidsfoundnothing.Allherde-
vices have been taken.Why do
youneedhercustody?Tounravel
emails?”hetoldthecourt.
OnChitra'sconduct,thecourt

said,"Sheissobrave.Shegoesoff
onherownthricetotheCBI.Most
people tremble. Going by the
pacewithwhichyouareinvesti-
gating,youwill takeoneyear?”
The CBI action comes in the

wake of allegations against
Chitrathatshewassharingcon-
fidential information of the
boursewitha“HimalayanYogi”
and had got Subramanian ap-
pointed inviolationof rules.
The CBI’s case pertains to

chargesthatsomebrokersbeing
given preferential access to the
NSE’stradingsystemintheform
of a co-location facility through
which theybought “rackspace”
fortheirservers.Themalpractice
was first highlighted in January
2015 by a whistleblower who
wrotetotheSEBIwhosetechni-
cal advisory committee later
found that OPG Securities had
consistentlyloggedinfirstonse-
lected servers onmost trading
days between 2010 and 2014,
and had access to servers with
betterhardware.

NSEBOURSEMANIPULATIONCASE

Chitra to stay in CBI
custody for 7 days

Ramkrishna leaves theCBI court inNewDelhi,Monday.PTI

Raipur journalist faces charges
of ‘prostitution’, sent to jail

College accountant
held for ‘murdering’
principal in Daman

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,MARCH7

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED)onMondaysubmittedanaf-
fidavit before the BombayHigh
Court,opposingaHabeasCorpus
pleafiledbyNCPMinisterNawab
Malik, who was arrested last
week inacaseof allegedmoney
laundering and “active involve-
ment in terror funding” in con-
nection toa1999 landdealwith
donDawoodIbrahim’ssister.
Malikwasarrestedby theED

onFebruary23andwas later re-
manded in the central agency's
custody. OnMonday, a special
courtsenthimtojudicialcustody
tillMarch21.TheEDdidnotseek
his furthercustody. InhisHabeas
Corpus(producethepersonbefore
court) plea, theNCP leader had
claimed thathis arrestwas “ille-
gal”, made with “political
vendetta” andwithout following
dueprocessundertheCrPC.Senior
advocate AmitDesai and advo-
catesTaraqSayedandKushalMor,
appearing forMalik, argued that
he was arrested in connection
with two sets of transactions, in
whichhewasnotinvolved.
The ED, in its affidavit filed

through Assistant Director

(MumbaiZone)NirajKumarsaid
thatMalik'spleasoughttocom-
binemultiple causes of action,
includingHabeasCorpus,quash-
ing of ECIR and release/bail in a
single petition and it amounted
to"misjoinder(improperlyjoin-
ingtogether)"andtherefore,the
pleawasnotmaintainable.
The ED added that the peti-

tioner's arrestwasmade as per
PreventionofMoneyLaundering
Actandsubsequently,hewasre-
mandedincustodybyavalidor-
derof thespecialcourt.
"...Full investigation being

undertakenbytherespondentis
intheinterestofsocietyatlarge...
thecourtscannotandoughtnot
scuttle the investigation at the
initial stagewhere facts are still
required tobeunearthed...," the
agencysaid.

NawabMalikbeingtakento
court fromEDoffice in
Mumbai. GaneshShirsekar

ED seeks dismissal of
Malik’s plea in HC
against ‘illegal arrest’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
KOTTAYAM(KERALA),MARCH7

AMANshotdeadhisbrotheron
MondayinKanjirappallyareaof
Kottayamdistrictoveraproperty
dispute.
PolicesaidthatRanjuKurian

was shot in the head by his
brother George Kurian at their
home during arguments over
sale of some family property a
dayago.
WhileRanjudiedonthespot,

their maternal uncle also got
shot in the incident and is
presentlyadmittedinahospital
here.PolicealsosaidthatGeorge
hasa license for thegunused to
shoothisbrotheranduncle.

Kerala man kills
brother over
property dispute

IAFpersonnelassistHarjotSingh,whosustainedbullet injuries inKyiv,onarrivalatHindonairbase inGhaziabad,Monday.ANI

ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

ALONGWITHHarjot Singh, the
studentwhosustainedbullet in-
juries in Ukraine, a grey C-17
Globemaster aircraft brought
back201peopleandat least two
dogs from thewar-torn country
onMonday, ending the evacua-
tionthroughthePolishborder.
Three lights in the hazy sky

seen at around 6.10 pm an-
nounced the flight's arrival at
HindonairportinGhaziabad.
Over3,000Indianshavebeen

evacuatedthroughPolandunder
OperationGanga.
Soon as the aircraft parked

alongsideeightotherC-17sanda
smaller aircraft, an ambulance
reached it and took Singh to the
Army’sResearchandReferralhos-
pital inDelhi'sDhaulaKuan.
Stating that “noonecan treat

bullet wounds better than the
Armyhospital”,UnionministerV
K Singh, who returned on the
same flight, said: “Harjot is okay.
Therewas somedelay in getting

himout—therewasanattackon
Vinnytsiaairport(inUkraine),be-
cause ofwhich therewasheavy
(traffic) jam. After a lot of effort,
ourembassyinUkrainewasable
to get himout. They reached the
airportataround4.30am.”
SinghwasinPolandtocoordi-

nate the evacuation of Indians.
Many on board the flight on
Mondaywere from the eastern
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv,which
wasbeingbombedheavily.
“Bythetimethisflighttookoff,

wehadevacuated3,000people,”
Singhsaid.“Nomorepeoplewere
coming. Even for the stragglers,
westoppedtheaircraft.Itispossi-

ble that there are somechildren
whodidnot come, soat thebor-
der check-post there are people
fromtheembassy,sothatifsome-
one comes they can be brought
home. “There is no announce-
mentonanywindupoftheoper-
ations, but Iwas tobringbackall
students till the end. So I have
takenthelastflightfromPoland.”
Onboard the flightwasAkhil

fromKerala,who travelledwith
his 18-month-old Yorkshire
namedHutchiko.Akhilwasstuck
formorethanfivedaysinKharkiv
beforewalking10kmwithhisdog
to the train station onMarch 1.
Even though he was scared of
bombings, Akhil said he did not
leaveKharkivuntil heknewthat
animalswere being allowed on
evacuation flights—“he is apart
ofmyfamily, Icouldn’t leavehim
behind.” Amid food shortage,
Hutchikowenthungry for three
days,Akhilsaid.“Itwassobadthat
he kept sleeping; he wouldn’t
wakeup. Thenwewent out and
gotsomemilkandbread. If there
wasfood,hewasthefirsttogetit;
Iatewhateverwasleft,”hesaid.

AtHindonairport, Akhil took
tofeedingHutchiko.
AjayKumar fromBihar,who

wouldhavecompletedhismed-
ical education this June, stayed
back for sevendays in Poland to
help fellowstudents.He leftKyiv
fourdaysafterthewarstarted.“It
wasscary.Ilivedonthetopfloorof
mybuilding;itisthemostlikelyto
get hit by amissile. The airstrike
sirensandrunning to thebunker
200metresawaywasscary.”
Ajayalsowalkedtothestation

andboardeda train to Lviv, from
where he crossed the border to
Poland. “What worked in my
favourwas that I know the lan-
guage; I know the roads,” Ajay
said.“Iwasabletoboardthetrain
because I could speak their lan-
guage. Andwhen I crossed the
Polandborder,attheplacewhere
wewerestayingtherewerepeo-
ple fromother nationalities vol-
unteering. I decided to stayback
andhelp,too;withsimplethings
like getting bedding and food,
helping others with the lan-
guage...whatever I could before
takingthelastflightout.”

Last flight from Poland in: Stopped
even for stragglers, says minister

Akhil
withhis
Yorkshire,
Hutchiko.
AmitMehra

New Delhi



TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

DASHBOARD,ASONMARCH6

TOTAL TESTS 77,34,37,172

INDIA TOTAL DOSES 178,90,61,887
(Adults 1st dose: 91,03,37,332;2nd: 77,17,12,764; 15-18agegroup
1st dose: 5,54,05,474;2nd: 3,09,62,112;Precautionary: 2,06,44,205)

Newcases
4,362

Active cases
54,118

Deaths
66

Weekly CFR:0.73% | Overall CFR: 1.20% | Total deaths:5,15,012

TESTSONMARCH6 WEEKLYPOSITIVITY OVERALLPOSITIVITY
6,12,926 0.73% 5.56%

735
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

State ONMARCH6 Weekly
Newcases Activecases Deaths positivity

Kerala 1,408 14,968 44 6.45%
Maharashtra 362 3,709 3 0.77%
Delhi 249 1,261 0 0.69%
Karnataka 229 3,286 3 0.59%
Mizoram 228 4,524 1 21.15%

NEW CASES,DAILY

SURGE IN THE STATES

DELHI

Feb25 March6

600

300

0

460

249

MUMBAI

Feb25 March6

150

75

0

128

46

PUNE

Feb25 March6

400

200

0
163

BENGALURU

Feb25 March6

400

200

0

346

146

KOLKATA

Feb25 March6 Feb25 March6

60

30

0

54

14

CHENNAI

200

100

0

133

62

■Firstdose ■Seconddose MARCH 6:6,82,638

Feb25 March6LAST 10 DAYS

25,000

12,500

0

4,
36
2

11
,4
99

10
,2
73

8,
01
3

6,
91
5

7,
55
4

6,
56
1

6,
39
6

5,
92
1

5,
47
6

CASES IN THE CITIES, LAST 10DAYS

339

25,00,000

12,50,000

0

16,63,891

2,51,600

4,24,665

Feb25 March6LAST 10 DAYS (daily)

UDITMISRA
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

SOARINGPRICESof crudeoilprices touched
almost$140perbarrelonMonday.Whileoil
prices have been going up quite steadily —
theywerelessthan$70abarrelinDecember
—themostimmediatetriggerforthespikeis
thepossibledecisionby theUnitedStates to
ban the purchase of Russian oil in response
to the invasion of Ukraine. Russia is the
world’s second-largest oil producer and, as
such,if itsoiliskeptoutofthemarketbecause
of sanctions, itwillnotonly leadtooilprices
spikingbutalsomeantheywillstaythatway
for long.

WhatwillbetheimpactonIndia?
Indiaimportsmorethan84%ofitstotaloil

demand. Domestic oil prices are likely to go
upsignificantly,presumingthegovernments
—bothCentreandstate—donotcuttaxes.A
10%increaseincrudeoilpricesraiseswhole-
sale inflation by 0.9% and retail inflation by
0.5%. Higher inflationwould rob Indians of
their purchasingpower, thusbringingdown
theiroveralldemand,especiallyconsumerde-
mand. Fewer goods and services being de-
mandedwill then disincentivise businesses
from investing in new capacities, which, in
turn,willexacerbatetheunemploymentcri-
sisandleadtoevenlowerincomes.
As it is, even before the Ukraine crisis,

India’sGDPgrowthwasshowingsignsof fal-
tering. TheQ3 (October to December) GDP
data,releasedinFebruary-end,suggestedthat
the economy grewby just 5.4% in a quarter
that typically enjoys a bumpbecause of the
increased demand due to several festivals
(suchasDiwali).What’smore,Covid-19cases
weremostmuted during this quarter. The
fourthquarter(JanuarytoMarch,whichiscur-
rentlyunderway) is likely tobeevenweaker
—bothbecauseoftheOmicronimpactaswell
asthenowunfoldingUkrainecrisis.
Analystshavebeenrevisingtheirforecasts

for India—downforgrowthandupfor infla-
tion.Someobservershaveevensuggestedthat
such a sudden and sharp spike in oil prices
maypusharelativelyvulnerableeconomylike
India intostagflation.

Whatisstagflation?
Stagflation is a portmanteau of stagnant

growth and persistently high inflation. As
such,itdescribesaratherrareandcuriouscon-
ditionofaneconomy.
Typically, rising inflationhappenswhen

an economy is booming, prices keep going
up.Whendemandisdownandtheeconomy
isinthedoldrums,pricestendtostagnate(or
even fall).
But stagflation is a conditionwhere an

economy experiences the worst of both
worlds— the growth rate is largely stagnant
(alongwithrisingunemployment)andinfla-
tionisnotonlyhighbutpersistentlyso.

Howdoesonegetintostagflation?
The best-known case of stagflation is

whathappenedintheearlyandmid-1970s.
The OPEC (Organisation of Petroleum
ExportingCountries),whichworkslikeacar-
tel,decidedtocutcrudeoil supply.Thissent
oilpricessoaringacrosstheworld;theywere
upbyalmost70%.
Thissuddenoilpriceshocknotonlyraised

inflationeverywhere,especiallyinthewest-
ern economies, but also constrained their
abilitytoproduce,thushamperingtheireco-
nomic growth. High inflation and stalled
growth (and the resulting unemployment)
createdstagflation.

IsIndiafacingstagflation?
In the recent past, this questionwas first

askedinNovember2019whenretailinflation
spiked due to unseasonal rains leading to a
riseinfoodinflation.ByDecember2019,itwas
alsobecomingclear that India’sGDPgrowth
ratewaswitnessing a secular deceleration
since 2017. As revised estimates released in
January-end shownow, India’s GDP growth
rate decelerated fromover 8% in 2016-17 to
just3.7%in2019-20.

However, in2019, the inflationspikewas
considered to be transitory. Stagflation re-
quiresinflationtobenotjusthighbutalsoper-
sistently so over a long period.Moreover, in
absoluteterms,India’sGDPwasstillgrowing,
albeitataprogressivelyslowerrate.
SinceDecember2021, again, therehave

been several notable voices — such as for-
merWorld Bank Chief Economist Kaushik
Basu and former West Bengal Finance
MinisterAmitMitra—claimingthat Indiais
facing stagflation.
Infact, lastweek,SergiLanau, theDeputy

Chief Economist at the Institute of
InternationalFinance(whichistheglobalas-
sociationofthefinancialindustry,withmore
than450membersfrommorethan70coun-
tries) tweeted two sets of data to argue that
Indiawas already in stagflation. “India is in
stagflation.Consensusgrowthof7.8%inFY23
implies a big gap relative to pre-covid pre-
shadowbankingcrisis trendoutput.Andyet
core inflation is runningatmore than5%net
of base effects. Anultra-dovishRBI seems to
worryaboutoutputthemost,”hetweeted.
Butevennow,noteveryoneisconvinced.
Rathin Roy, currentlymanaging director

ofODI(aglobalthinktank)inLondonandfor-
merly theDirector and CEOof theNational
InstituteofPublicFinanceandPolicy(NIPFP)
inNewDelhi,dismissedthetalkofstagflation.
He argued that the Covid disruptionwas a
shocktothetrendgrowthofIndia’seconomy.
“You can’t talk about stagflationwhen

therehasbeenatrendshock.Theentire the-
ory (of stagflation) restson theeconomynot
achieving the trendbecause all these things

aremeasuredwithreferencetothattrend.So
if the trendgrowthrate itself haschangedas
aconsequenceofCovidthenhowcanyoutalk
aboutstagflation?”hesaid

Still,canthelatestspikeinoilpricessend
Indiaintostagflation?
While itmaybedebatablewhether India

isalreadyinstagflationornot,itcannotbede-
niedthatifoilpricesstayhighandforlong,the
inflation situationwillworsen considerably.
According to some reports, crude oil prices
could go up to $185 by the end of the year.
Even if theydonot go that high, the average
priceswillperhapshoveratlevelsabove$100.
Since oil is such abasic cost in our economy,
this spikewill likely ensure that Indians suf-
ferfromhighinflationespeciallysinceitwould
be coming after two years of already raised
pricesandreducedincomes.
The other requirement for stagflation is

stallinggrowth.Theunemploymentrate(orin
India’s case the employment rate) is a good
marker of whether the current levels of
growthhavebeenadequateornot.Indiaisfac-
ingthemostacuteunemploymentcrisisithas
seeninthepast fivedecades—eventhegov-
ernment’sowndatashowthis.Highinflation
willmost likely further inhabit any broad-
basedrecoveryindemand.Ofcourse,asliver
of rich Indianswill continue to consumebut
thebulkof Indiacouldcontinuetostruggle.
So, unlikely as itmaybe, it canbeargued

that if crude oil continues to spike and stays
highforlongevenasIndia’sGDPgrowthmo-
mentumfailstogatherpace,wecouldbelook-
ingatstagflationinthenearfuture.
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LIZMATHEW
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ONFEBRUARY13,WestBengalChiefMinister
Mamata Banerjee called her Tamil Nadu
counterpartMKStalinandsuggestedameet-
ing of CMsof non-BJP ruled states over the
“constitutionaloversteppingandbrazenmis-
useofpowerby(their)Governors”.Banerjee
also spoke with Telangana CM K
ChandrasekharRaoonthe“bulldozing”ofthe
country's federal structure.OnFebruary20,
KCRmetMaharashtraCMUddhavThackeray
to expedite the process of uniting non-BJP
parties. On January 24, he hadwritten to
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,objecting to
proposed changes in the rules for deputing
IASandIPSofficerstotheCentre.

Harkingbackdecades
Therecentpushbackbyoppositionchief

ministersagainstallegedcentralisingtenden-
cies of theBJPgovernment recall similar ef-
forts made by opposition CMs several

decades ago— their target thenwas Indira
Gandhi'sCongressgovernmentattheCentre.
SoonafterbecomingCMin1969,Stalin's

father,MKarunanidhi, spoke about setting
upanexpertcommitteetostudyCentre-state
relations.Months later, his government ap-
pointed a committee headed by P V
Rajamannar,formerMadrasHighCourtChief
Justice,which,initsreportsubmittedin1971,
recommended that “the Inter-StateCouncil
shouldbeconstitutedimmediately”.(Article
263of theConstitutionprovides for theset-
tingupoftheCouncil“ifatanytimeitappears
to the President that the public interests
wouldbeservedby[its]establishment”.The
Councilwasultimatelysetupin1990.)
The next time opposition CMs rallied

againsttheCentrewasin1983.Sincereturn-
ing to power in 1980, Indira haddismissed
nine state governments. leading towhat
GranvilleAustincalledtheconstitutionalre-
volt of 1983. On March 20 that year,
Ramakrishna Hegde (Karnataka), M G
Ramachandran(TamilNadu),NTRamaRao
(Andhra Pradesh), and D Ramachandran

(Pondicherry)metinBangalore.Awhitepa-
perissuedafterthemeetingdemandedmore
powersforstates,andabolitionofthepostof
Governor.Itwasalsodecidedtoformacoun-
cilof southernCMs.
OnMay28,NTRconvenedameetingof

14 non-Congress parties in Vijayawada.
AmongthosewhoattendedwereLKAdvani
of the BJP, Maneka Gandhi of the Sanjay
VicharManch, S S Barnala of theAkali Dal,

Sharad Pawar of the Congress (S),
Basavapunnaiah of the CPI-M, and Farooq
Abdullahof theNationalConference.
Themeetingpassedaresolutiondemand-

ingtheabolitionofArticle356.
A statement issuedat ameetingof non-

Congress leaders convened by Farooq
AbdullahfromOctober5-7said:“Unitaryfea-
tures(of theConstitution)haveincreasingly
come to overshadow its federal features.”

AmongtheattendeeswasABVajpayee.

Cong, BJP: roles reversed
Threedecades later, two successive full-

majoritygovernmentsinDelhiaretriggering
similar frictions.Strong,adversarialCMsare
challenging the Centre, and pushing back
againstitspolicies.WiththeBJPinpowerand
theCongress seriouslyweakened, the roles
have been reversed. A lot of the criticism
againsttheCentre'sallegedhigh-handedness
today echoes the denunciation of Indira's
Congress years ago. Interestingly enough,
evenwhile in the opposition, the BJPwas
never against the idea of a strongCentre—
whatitopposedwasthewayinwhichIndira
usedtheunitarybiasintheConstitution.
Among the issues that current non-BJP

CMshaveraisedare theallegedcentralising
driveineducation,partisanshipofGovernors,
thenewelectricitypolicy,thegeneralweak-
eningof federal principles in the fiscal, eco-
nomic,andlegislativespheres,andthedistri-
butionofrevenues.Kerala,TamilNadu,West
Bengal, Maharashtra, and Delhi have

protested against the proposed changes in
theAll IndiaServicerulesof IASandIPSoffi-
cers.Tenoppositionpartieshaveobjected.
Respondingtothecriticism,Indirahadap-

pointedthe JusticeRSSarkariacommission
toexamineCentre-staterelations.Itbeganits
work in February 1984, and submitted its
600-pagereportinOctober1987.Someofits
recommendations havebeen adopted, but
many remainpending. The SupremeCourt
hasurgedtheCentreonseveraloccasionsto
implementtherecommendationsonthese-
lectionandappointmentofGovernors.
Are there shortcomingsor grey areas in

theConstitution itself thathaveallowed the
repeatedmisuseoftheCentre'spowers?Not
quite,wrotethejuristNaniAPalkhivala:“The
problemhasarisentodayinanacuteformbe-
cause over aperiodof years theCentrehas
acted inamanner inwhichatbesthasbeen
contrarytothespiritoftheConstitutionandat
worsthasbeen tantamount toa fraudupon
theConstitution... The truthof thematter is
thatitisanobleConstitutionwhichhasbeen
workedinanignoblespirit.”

Oil spike and stagflation
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Risingcrudepriceshaveraised fearsof stagflation,a rarecombinationof stagnantgrowthandhigh
inflation.A lookatwhatcauses this, andtheconcerns for the Indianeconomyif thespikepersists.

RUCHIKAGOSWAMY
PUNE,MARCH7

ON SUNDAY, sharing the dais with Prime
MinisterNarendraModiattheinauguration
of the Pune Metro, Maharashtra Deputy
ChiefMinisterAjit Pawardrewthe former’s
attentiontocontroversialremarksmadere-
cently about the reformist couple Jyotirao
andSavitribaiPhule.
In a video, said to have been taken dur-

ing the inauguration of Savitibai’s statue at
the Savitribai Phule PuneUniversity (SPPU)
lastmonth, Maharashtra Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari can be heard saying:
“Savitribai wasmarried off at the age of 10
and her husband was 13 years old at that
time. Now, think about it, whatmust girls
andboysbethinkingaftergettingmarried.”

The Phules’ work
Mahatma Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule

didpath-breakingworkforwomen’seduca-
tionandwomen’s rights, andagainst caste-
andgender-baseddiscrimination.
Jyotirao started to educate his wife at

home and trained her to become a teacher.
By 1848, when he was 21 and she 18, the
Phuleshadstartedaschoolforgirls,Shudras
and Ati-Shudras in Poona (now Pune). In
1853,theyopenedacarecentreforpregnant
widows and the Balhatya Pratibandhak
Griha (Home for the Prevention of
Infanticide) in theirhouse.
Withotherreformists,thePhulesin1873

establishedtheSatyashodhakSamaj(Truth-
Seekers’ Society) that worked for social
change going against prevalent traditions,
including less expensive weddings, inter-
castemarriage,eradicationofchildmarriage,
andwidowremarriage.
JyotiraoandSavitri didnothavebiologi-

cal children of their own. They adopted the
childofawidow,Yashwantrao,whowenton
tobecomeadoctoranddid importantwork
during the1897bubonicplague.

The backlash
When Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule got

marriedattheagesof13and10respectively,
itwas1840.Asadults, theynotonlyworked
topreventchildmarriagebutalsoorganised
widowremarriages.
“Atthattime,childmarriagesweretaking

place all over India,” said Hari Narke, who
headstheMahatmaPhulechairatSavitribai
Phule Pune University. He criticised the
Governor forhis remarks.
Koshyarihasalsoearnedcriticismforre-

marks about theMaratha king Chhatrapati
Shivaji.AtSunday’sfunction,AjitPawarsaid:
“I want to bring to the notice of the Prime
Minister that unnecessary statements are
comingfromthoseholdingimportantposts.
These statements are not acceptable to
Maharashtra…Mahatma JyotibaPhuleand
Savitribai Phule laid the foundation of girls
education in the country from the city.We
all have to take forward their rich legacy of
reforms.We should carry forward it by not
keeping any animosity about anyone and
bringingpolitics intodevelopment.”
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QueueatapetrolpumpinNaviMumbaionMonday.WiththeUShavingbanned
purchaseofRussianoil,pricesareexpectedtostayhighforaprolongedperiod. PTI

Savitribai’s statueatSavitribaiPhule
PuneUniversity.AshishKale

The legacy of Savitribai and Jyotirao Phule

NTRamaRao,
seenhere in
NewDelhi in
January1984,
wasakeypivot
ofopposition's
rallyagainst
thenPMIndira
Gandhi.
RKSharma/
ExpressArchive

In current frictions between Centre and states, a recall from decades ago
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FALL AND FALL
StocksdeclineasRussia-Ukraineuncertaintycontinues—

protractedconflictwillplacegreaterburdenonIndia’seconomy

ONMONDAY, THE BSE Sensex fell 1,491 points, ending the day down 2.74
per cent. SinceFebruary24,whenRussia invadedUkraine, theSensexhas
fallen around 7.6 per cent as investor sentiment has soured.While there
are noticeable outliers amidst the carnage— commodity stocks such as

ONGC, Hindalco and Coal Indiawere trading up onMonday, aswere ITmajors such as
Infosys andHCLTech—thedecline appears tobebroad-based. TheBSE small andmid-
capindicesaredown2.01percentand2.25percent,respectively,overthepastfivedays.
Foreigninvestorshaveremainedsellers.TheVIXorthevolatility indexwasalsoup, indi-
catinggrowinguncertainty. The Indiancurrency isunderpressure– the rupee fell to an
all-timelowagainst thedollar,hoveringaroundthe77markonMonday. Investorsenti-
menthassouredacross theworld.OnMonday,mostmarkets inAsiaalsowitnessedde-
cline—theNikkeiwasdown2.94per cent,HangSeng fell by3.87per cent,whileKOSPI
wasdown2.29percent.
An immediate consequenceof this conflicthasbeen thesharpspurt in thepriceof

crudeoil.OnMonday,Brentcrudeoilpricerosearound10percentinthemorning,and
wastradingaround$130/bbl,amidstreportsthattheUSandEuropeancountrieswere
goingtoimposeabanonRussianoil imports.ConsideringthatIndiaimportsaround80
per cent of its oil requirement, this rise in crude oil prices has consequences. Higher
crudeoil priceswill impact growth,will be inflationaryandwill exertpressureon the
current account and fiscal deficit. However, investor sentiment in emergingmarket
economies had begun to sour even before this conflictwith expectations that theUS
Federal Reservewould hike rates aggressively this year to help cool down inflation
which is at its highest level since the 1980s. Foreign investors had already begun to
repositiontheirportfolio,takingoutmoneyfromemergingmarkets.Thoughtheongo-
ingconflictinUkrainehasinjectedadegreeofuncertaintyintheglobalmacroeconomic
environment, a few days ago, Federal Reserve chair Jerome Powell restated the posi-
tion that the Fedwas on track to raise interest rates and reduce the size of its balance
sheet, tighteningglobal financial conditions.
Afterthecurrentboutof correction, theSensexiscurrentlytradingatapricetoearn-

ingsratioof23.08,marginallyhigherthanits long-termaverage. Itscurrentmarketcap-
italisation toGDPratio is alsohigher than its long-termaverage.Valuationsmaybe fur-
ther impactedif earningsgetaffected.Butwhilethefulleconomicconsequenceswillbe
visiblewith a lag, the longer the conflict between Russia and Ukraine persists, greater
will be theeconomicburdenonthe Indianeconomy.

SPEAKING HER TRUTH
MalayalamactorBhavanabreaksasilence,underlinesneedfor

institutionstosupportvictimsofsexualviolence

BREAKINGAFIVE-YEAR-LONGsilence,Malayalamactor Bhavanahas spoken
inan interviewabouther journeyfrombeinga“victim”of sexualassault toa
“survivor”. Theactorwasabductedandassaulted inamovingcarbyagroup
ofmen inFebruary2017; theviolationwasallegedly at thebehest of apow-

erfulmaleactorof theindustry.Tomanywomen,Bhavana’sstoryreprisespainfullysim-
ilardetails.Shespokeaboutherangeratthefuss-free, low-costrehabilitationofmenac-
cusedof sexual violence, abouther “nameand identity”beingburiedunder theweight
of theassault;ofbeingshamedandabusedonsocialmedia,ofbeingputinthedock, just
asanyothervictimof sexual violence. Shespokeabouthowshedrewstrengthby turn-
ingupinthecourtroomtodefendherself,andhowsherealisedthatstandingupforher-
self, speakingher truth,wouldempowerall thewomenwhocameafterher.
That has also been the promise of the #MeToomovement — that women’s voices

would expand to break the silence and shame around sexual violence— even if it is a
promise fleetingly realised. It is important to remember, though, that theassault on the
actorpredatedHollywood’s#MeTooreckoning—the floodof sexualassaultallegations
bymultiplewomenagainstHollywoodproducerHarveyWeinstein—byafewmonths.
ThecasecleavedtheMalayalamfilmindustryintotwo,astheinvestigationledtosuper-
starDileepbeingnamedasanaccused. It led to the formationof theWomen inCinema
Collective,anorganisationforwomenfilmprofessionals, thatcontinuestolobbyagainst
sexualexploitationinMalayalamcinema.Butthelackofaninstitutionalresponse,theea-
gerness to showsolidaritywithpowerfulmen, andsilencewomenvictims,hasbeenas
muchafeatureof thiscaseasmuchasothers. Inthelargerentertainmentindustry, forin-
stance, women like filmmaker LeenaManimekalai, singer Chinmayi Sripada and actor
TanushreeDuttahave facedabacklash for speakingup.
“Wemustnormalise the ideaof thepersonwhohasgone througha traumacoming

out inpublicandvoicing itout,”Bhavanasaid in the interview.That, indeed, is themini-
mumthatsocietiesowevictimsofsexualviolence.ThetruthisthatforeveryBhavanaand
Priya Ramani, who find the courage and support to hold sexual predators to account,
therearecountlessotherwomenwhoareeasilysilenced. It is fortherest—frominstitu-
tionsandworkplaces,tojudiciaryandpolice—toenabletheircourage,toempowertheir
quest for justice.

OH BABY
Videosof IndianplayerswithBabyFatimafromtheBayOval

speakofhearteningthings

CRICKET—THEmen'sversionof thegame—has for longdefinedall-rounder
tomeansomeonewhobatsandbowlswithproficiency.Noneof themhave
everhad to thinkof ababy-break in their careers, or feeding timesandanx-
iety aboutwho's looking after the infantwhile they pilewickets and runs.

Pakistanwomen's captainBismahMaroof had tonot just factor inall that, but also con-
siderifshecouldaffordatravellingnannyforhereight-month-oldbabyFatima,whenshe
resumedcaptaincyof theteamaheadof theWorldCup.Sinceshecouldn't,shewrapped
upthebaby,pramintow,andwent toNewZealandtodoher jobas thenation'scaptain.
Things on the fieldmight not have gone to plan, a 107-run-defeat ensued despite trig-
gering amini collapse, but rivals Indiawere left weak-kneed as they gathered around
BabyFatimapost-match. Selfies followed.
India and Pakistan cricketers have alwaysmaintained cordial relations on the side-

lines of their face-off. Even politicians on both sides are aware that cricketers carry an
aurawhich glows brighter than narrownationalistic spiels. Butwhatmelted amillion
hearts on Sundaywas the viral videos of Indianswith Baby Fatima from theBayOval –
andasharedpridethatawomanfromthesubcontinentwasgoingaheadandresuming
herplayingcareer, incricket,no less, after childbirth.
Cricketdressingrooms—oftenassociatedwithmalecricketerspunchingglassesand

breakingdoorsandflingingbats infrustration—cannowbeplacesforbabybabbleafter
agamewellplayed.Malecricketershaveflauntedtheirbabiesatretirementsandatland-
markgames.Women'scrickethaskeptitauthentic,bringingthebabytoworkinacoun-
trywherethePrimeMinisterhasprettymuchtakenherstoParliament,andthenputting
inaharddayatplay.

KSrinathReddy

Aditi Nayar

Stateof IndianstudentsinUkrainemustcatalyse
reformsinthiscountry’smedicaleducationsystem

SPENDING AFTER PANDEMIC
Centre’splansforinvestment-ledgrowthwillhingeonhowstatescancomplementit

ODISHA’S CHIEFMINISTERNaveen Patnaik
haswrittentoPrimeMinisterNarendraModi,
requesting the Centre to direct theNational
MedicalCommission(NMC) toensureunin-
terruptededucationformedicalstudentswho
havebeenevacuatedfromUkraine.Hehasre-
quested him to enable their admission to
Indianmedical colleges. There is a partial
precedent in the post-Partition “transfers”
providedtorefugeemedicalstudentswhomi-
grated frommedical colleges located in the
newly-created Pakistan. However, thatwas
relatively easy as allmedical colleges in pre-
IndependenceIndiahadsimilarstandardsun-
deracommonregulatoryframework.
The plight of 18,000 Indianmedical stu-

dentstrappedinUkraine’swarzoneshasled
towidespreadconcerns.Whileeffortsarebe-
ingmadefortheirevacuationandearlyreturn
toIndia,severalquestionsarise.Whydidthey
needtogotoUkrainetostudy?Whatwillhap-
pentotheirinterruptededucation?Whatare
thealternativesavailabletothemontheirre-
turntoIndia?
Thenumberofseatsavailableformedical

educationinIndiaisfarlessthanthenumber
ofaspirantswholeaveschoolwiththedream
of becoming doctors. Of the 1.6million stu-
dentswhoappearedintheNationalEligibility
cumEntranceTest(NEET)in2021,only88,120
made it into the 562medical colleges in the
country. Others had to enrol in non-medical
courses in Indiaor seekadmission to foreign
medicalcolleges.Whilethenumberofmed-
ical colleges has now increased to 596 (with
89,875seats), theentrybarrier isstillhigh.
China, Russia, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, the

Philippines andKazakhstan are among the
countrieswhereIndianstudentspursuetheir
dreams to becomedoctors. On return, they
needtopassaqualifyingexaminationbefore
theyarepermittedtointernintheinstitutions
recognised by theMedical Council of India
(MCI)—itsfunctionshavebeentakenoverby
therecently-constitutedNMC.
Thetaskofconductingthisscreeningtest

was assigned to the National Board of
Examinations (NBE). Thepassing rateswere
disappointingly low (mostly below 20 per
cent), for several reasons. Trainingstandards
variedwidelyacrossforeigninstitutions.The
languageof instructionwasnot English. The
curriculuminforeigncollegesdifferedinsev-

eral respects fromthat taught in India.Astu-
denttraininginRussiaorUkraineisunlikelyto
learnmuchaboutkala-azarormalaria.
ThescreeningexaminationinIndiausedto

coverthevastsyllabusencompassingtheen-
tiregamutofmedical education.Evenwhen
theproportionofquestionsrelatedtoclinical
subjectswas increased, the success ratewas
stilllow.So,foreignmedicalgraduatesstarted
taking coaching classes. That spawned an-
other industry.
Weneed to offermore opportunities to

studentswhoseekamedicalcareersinceour
healthsystemiswoefullyshortofbothbasic
doctorsandspecialists.Thisispartlyalegacy
of theMCIboardsimposingrigidconditions
to restrict the number ofmedical colleges,
andpartlyduetolimitedgovernmentinvest-
ment in the health sector. A recent analysis
estimates that Indiahasonly4.8 fullyquali-
fiedandactively servingdoctorsper10,000
population.Thosetooareinequitablydistrib-
utedacrossthestates,withafurthertowards
urbancentres.
Itisessentialthatweincreasethenumber

ofmedical colleges, especially in states that
havea lownumberof such seats. The critical
needsforamedicalcollegeareageneralhos-
pitalwithdifferentspecialitiesneededforthe
MBBScourse, classrooms, laboratories, com-
munityengagementandadequatefaculty.The
availabilityofsuitablefacultyisacriticalbarrier
atpresent.Eveniftheprivatesectorisprovided
land at a concessional rate for starting new
medicalcolleges,theywillfaceafacultycrunch
andpoachfromgovernmentmedicalcolleges.
Handingoverdistrict hospitals to theprivate
sector, as proposedby some,will exacerbate
inequities inhealthcare anddisconnect sec-
ondary care from organised primary care
whichisprincipallydeliveredthroughthepub-
licsector.Privatemedicalcollegesarealsoex-
orbitantly expensive in their fee structure—
evenincomparisontoforeignmedicalcolleges.
Stategovernmentsmustbesupported to

investintheupgradationofdistricthospitals.
Specialist posts inmany clinical disciplines
thatareneededfortheMBBSprogrammeal-
readyexistinthedistricthospitals.Thesespe-
cialistscanbedesignatedasfacultyforanew
medical college attached to the district hos-
pital. These hospitals can be linked down-
streamtoprimaryhealthcareservicesandup-

streamtotertiarycarehospitalstoprovidethe
studentswithafullrangeofclinicalexposure
while functioningasthemaincentreof edu-
cation. Common classrooms can be created
byvirtuallylinkingseveralofthemedicalcol-
legesinastate,tosharesomeofthefacultyfor
classroom teaching, especially for pre- and
para-clinical subjectswhere there is consid-
erablefacultyshortage.
Stategovernmentsmustbefinanciallyas-

sistedtoundertakethistransformationofdis-
tricthospitals.Acentrallysponsoredscheme
aims to set up 157newmedical colleges at-
tachedtoexistingdistrict/referralhospitalsin
areas that do not have anymedical college.
This will reduce urban-rural disparities in
healthcareandalsohelp to scale-up training
inthemuchneededbutgreatlyneglecteddis-
cipline of familymedicine. Nursing colleges
andalliedhealthprofessionaltrainingcentres
(forparamedicalcourses)mayalsobeadded
todistricthospitals tocreateamulti-layered,
multi-skilledhealthworkforce.
Whatabouttheyoungstudentsreturning

fromUkraine? It is unlikely that theywill be
abletoresumetheireducationthere—thepo-
litical turmoil is likely tocontinueeven if the
war ends soon. Their families toowill be re-
luctanttosendthemback.Presentregulations
donotpermit themtocontinuetheireduca-
tion in Indianmedical colleges. Even if the
NMCpermits it as a special case, other stu-
dents who qualified the NEET but did not
make the cut for medical admission, and
stayedbackinIndia,mightprotest.
The government could perhaps support

these students by enrolling them in a BSc
(Public Health) programme that can be run
by schools of public health andmedical col-
leges.Theycangraduateinthreeyearstocom-
mence careers in public health,where their
earliermedicaleducationcanaddvalue.Since
theNational Health Policy of 2017 calls for
PublicHealthManagement cadres to be es-
tablished in every state, this could initiate a
programmefor large-scale trainingof public
healthprofessionals.Inanycase,thesadstate
of the students inUkrainemust catalyse re-
formsinIndianmedicaleducation.

Thewriter,acardiologistandepidemiologist,
isPresident,PublicHealthFoundationof India

(PHFI).Theviewsexpressedarepersonal

STATEGOVERNMENTSPENDINGisanimpor-
tantcomponentofcapitalexpenditure(capex)
inIndia.Capexbyallstatesputtogethertends
tooutstripthatbytheCentre.Thisyear,capex
bystatesisexpectedtoexpandbyahealthy18
percent,relativetotheirpre-Covidlevel.Con-
sidering thatprivatesectorcapex isexpected
towitness aback-endedsurge in thecoming
fiscalyear,thehopeisthatthestatecapexwill
kick off early, complementing the Centre’s
push towards investment-led growth.
However,thisisfarfromcertainasofnow.
The unaudited provisional data for 24

states is available for the first ninemonths
(April toDecember)of2021-22fromtheCo-
mptrollerandAuditorGeneral.Ananalysisof
thisdatathrowsupseveralinterestingtrends.
First, the revenue receipts of these states

haveexpandedby8.6percent toRs18.5tril-
lionin2021-22(April toDecember),upfrom
Rs17.1 trillionover the sameperiod in2019-
20. States have benefited from robust rev-
enuesevenastransfersfromtheCentrehave
undergoneamilddipinthisperiod.
Second,withstates'revenuespendingris-

ing at a faster pace (13.9 per cent), their rev-
enuedeficithasdoubledtoRs1.9trillionfrom
Rs0.9trillioninthepre-Covidperiod.Incom-
parison,theCentre’srevenuedeficitshrankto
Rs4trillionfromRs7.1trillion,whileremain-
ingmuchlargerinabsoluteterms.Third,states
have alsowitnessed an encouraging expan-
sion in capital spending, drivenprimarily by

eight states — Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh,Nagaland, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu,TelanganaandUttarPradesh.However,
states such as Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand,
OdishaandWestBengalhaverecordedade-
cline in capital spending during this period
comparedtotheirpre-Covidlevels.
Despitetheexpansionincapitalspending

at the aggregate level, however, spending in
thefirstninemonthsoftheyearstoodatonly
amodest 48per cent of the2021-22budget
target of Rs 5.9 trillion. Now, actual capital
spendinginrecentyearshastendedtobere-
stricted to around three-fourths of the aspi-
rationalbudgettarget.If thistrendcontinues,
itwouldimplyanoutgoofRs1.6trillioninthe
fourth quarter (January-March) of this year.
Thisfigureislowerthantheamountrecorded
inthelastquarterofthreeofthelastfouryears
— 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20 and 2020-21.
However,despitebeinglow,thisappearsreal-
isticaselectionsinsomekeystatesintheon-
goingquartermaycompressactualspending
relativetothetrendseeninrecentyears.
Turningourattentiontothecomingfinan-

cial year, 2022-2023marks the transition to
thepost-GSTcompensationera,withthefive-
yearcompensationperiodsettoendonJune
30, 2022.Whilewe expect compensation of
aroundRs 1.2-1.5 trillion (includingpending
dues for this year and regular flows for
February-June 2022) to flow to the states in
2022-2023,itwouldbehalfthemagnitudeof

thecompensationthatthestatesreceivedthis
year. This decline, followed by an expected
cessation in FY2024 after the compensation
period has ended, is set to pose a structural
challenge to those states that have a higher
dependenceonGSTcompensation.
A consequence of this adjustmentwas a

feared curtailment of capital spending by
states in the quarters ahead. However, the
Centrehassharplyrampedupthesizeof the
interest-free50-yearloantostatesforcapexto
Rs1trillion in itsbudget,upfromRs0.15tril-
lionin2021-22.Thismaypreventstatesfrom
cuttingbackoncapitalexpenditure.
Atpresent,theconditionalitiessurround-

ingsuchloansandtheend-usesofthesefunds
are not available in the public domain.
Differentstateshavedifferentcapexpriorities
given the status of their infrastructure. This
couldimpacttheirinterestinavailingofthese
loans.While the relatively long tenure of 50
yearsmakesitanattractivesourceoffunding,
somestatesmayarguethattheywouldhave
preferred the sumas anuntied grant, albeit
intendedforcapex.Itwillbeinterestingtosee
howmanystatesendupavailingthis facility.
Thiswillhaveacrucialbearingonthepaceof
investmentactivitynextyear,especiallyinthe
first half of the year, a portion ofwhichmay
remainintheshadowofheightenedgeopolit-
icalconflicts.

Thewriter ischiefeconomist ICRA

It is essential that we
increase the number of
medical colleges, especially in
states that have a low
number of such seats. The
critical needs for a medical
college are a general hospital
with different specialities
needed for the MBBS course,
classrooms, laboratories,
community engagement and
adequate faculty. The
availability of suitable
faculty is a critical barrier at
present. Even if the private
sector is provided land at a
concessional rate for starting
new medical colleges, they
will face a faculty crunch and
poach from government
medical colleges. Handing
over district hospitals to the
private sector, as proposed
by some, will exacerbate
inequities in healthcare.

While the relatively long
tenure of 50 years makes it
an attractive source of
funding, some states may
argue that they would have
preferred the sum as an
untied grant, albeit intended
for capex. It will be
interesting to see how many
states end up availing this
facility.
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My silences had not protectedme. Your

silencewill not protect you.
— AUDRE LORDETHEEDITORIALPAGE

MERGER TALKS
THE LOKDAL has decided tomake the last
bid for its unificationwith the Congress (S)
and the Janata Party within the next five
weeks. The national executive of the party,
which adopted a resolution to this effect,
however, gave an ultimatum to the two
partiesthattheLokDalwouldgoaheadwith
itsindependentidentityif theyfailedtoagree
onthemergerbymid-April.Somemembers,
however, criticised party president Charan
Singh’sactionin“unilaterally”dissolvingthe
coordination committee comprising
nominees of the Janata Party, the Congress
(S ) and the LokDal, set up to facilitate their
unification.CharanSinghisreportedtohave

explained that the committee had outlived
itsutility.

KASHMIR COMMENTS
THE INDIAN EMBASSY in Islamabad dis-
missed as “extraordinary’’ a suggestion in
Pakistan’sofficialmediathattheIndiangov-
ernment had beenmisled by its delegate
about Islamabad's contentious reference to
Kashmir at Geneva. The reference at the
Human Rights Commission by Pakistan’s
delegateAghaHilalyhadledtothepostpone-
mentof foreignsecretaryRDSathe'svisit to
Islamabadearlierthismonth. Inmakingthe
reference, Hilay, the Indian government al-

leged, had gone back, under instructions
fromIslamabadonapromisehemadetothe
Indiandelegation.

US IN IRAN
THEUS IS secretly aiding Iranian paramili-
tary andpolitical exile groups andbeaming
radio propaganda into Iran, designed to
countergrowingSovietinfluenceinIranand
to give theU S a role of its own in the event
thatAyatollahKhomeini'sIslamicregimefal-
ters, theNew York Times reported, quoting
“Westernintelligence”officials.Thesources
insisted that no efforts are beingmade to
overthrowthe Islamicgovernment.
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“While the economic sanctions and moves to take action against Russian
oligarchs are arguably logical means to limit Moscow’s power, the banning of
dissent and information that is undesirable to Western powers is setting a
dangerous and unwelcome precedent.” —DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
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Asian military planners
know that Ukraine agreed in
1994 to give up the nuclear
weapons that it inherited
from the Soviet Union in
return for guarantees on
Kyiv’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity. Clearly,
those legal guarantees were
no substitute for nuclear
weapons. In the past, all the
East Asian neighbours of
China had toyed with the
development of independent
nuclear arsenals. The US
actively discouraged Taiwan,
South Korea and Japan to
renounce nuclear weapons in
return for American security
commitments, including the
shelter of the American
‘nuclear umbrella’. There is a
growing concern in the
region about whether the US
nuclear umbrella or the so-
called extended deterrence
will work against the rapidly
growing military power and
nuclear clout of China.

DESPITE THEMANYhorrorswehavewit-
nessedsincetheCovid-19pandemicbegan,
there have been some positive develop-
ments, themostpertinent being thegrow-
ingroleofwomeninstrengtheningthepo-
litical and civic life of democracy in South
Asia. At the global level,muchhas already
beenwritten about the superior perform-
ance of women leaders, such as Jacinda
Ardern (New Zealand), Tsai-Ing Wen
(Taiwan), SannaMarin (Finland) and KK
Shailaja(Kerala), inhandlingthepandemic.
Likewise, thehighly effective contributions
of local-level panchayat sarpanches and
healthofficialssuchasRoorkee’sDaljitKaur,
Singhwahini’sRituJaiswalandthemayorof
ChandannathmunicipalityinNepal,Kantika
Sejuwal, amongmany others, have been
justlyexalted.Onemustnot,however,turna
blindeyetothemoresystemicandground-
level realities ofwomen,whichare fraught
with various contradictions, contestations,
andquietcalamities.Therefore, foraproper
appraisal of the relations between gender
anddemocracy,we ought to examine the
linksbetweenviolence,representation,and
thepoliticalparticipationofwomen.
Historically,oneofthepeculiarparadoxes

ofSouthAsiandemocracyhasbeenthecon-
tinuedpresenceofstrongwomenleadersat
theexecutive centre coupledwithagener-
allyappallingconditionofwomeninsociety
atlarge.SouthAsiahashadthelargestnum-
ber of womenheads of state— including
SirimavoBandaranaike,ChandrikaKumara-
tunga, Indira Gandhi, Khaleda Zia, Sheikh
Hasina,andBenazirBhutto--ofanyregionin
theworld till recently.However, this seem-
inglyempoweringimageisdisprovedwhen
wetakeabroaderviewof theelectoralrep-
resentationandsocialconditionofwomenin
theregion.Whilewomenhaveplayedvery
visibleandimportantrolesatthehigherech-
elonsofpowerandatthegrassrootslevelin
socialmovements, theyhave beenunder-
representedinpoliticalpartiesasofficialsand
asmembersofkeydecision-makingbodies.
Inelectoralrepresentation,India,forinst-

ance,hasfallenseveralplacesintheInter-Pa-
rliamentaryUnion’s global ranking ofwo-
men’sparliamentarypresence,from117after
the2014electionto143asof January2020.
India is currently behind Pakistan (106),
Bangladesh (98) andNepal (43) andahead
ofSriLanka(182).Priortothe2019election,
scholars such as Carole Spary and SMRai
haveestimatedthatitwouldtakeanother40
yearstohave33percentwomenintheLok
Sabha,basedonhistoricalelectiontrendsand
assumingthatnogenderquotaisintroduced,
suchastheheavilyunderminedandignored
theWomen’s,ReservationBill.
However,therearetwomainpointstobe

notedhere.InIndia,womencurrentlymake
up14.6percentofMPs(78MPs) in theLok
Sabha,whichisahistorichigh.Althoughthe
percentage ismodest, it is remarkable be-
causewomenbarelymadeup9percentof
theoverall candidates in 2019. BJPwomen
candidateswonatastrike-rateof73percent

asopposedtotheirmalecounterpartsat66
percent.Additionally,27of41womenMPs
wereable toretain their seatsaswell. Simi-
larly,ofthe50womencandidatesfieldedby
theTrinamool Congress in last year’sWest
Bengal Assembly elections, 40won. This
proves that thewinnability (the basis on
whichpoliticalpartiesclaimtogive tickets)
ofwomenismuchhigherthanofmen.
In termsof electoral quotas, therewere

twooutstandingexceptionsinthe2019gen-
eral elections.West Bengal underMamata
BanerjeeandOdishaunderNaveenPatnaik
opted for voluntaryparliamentary quotas,
fielding40percentand33percentwomen
candidates,respectively.
Interestingly, in countries such as India

and Bangladesh, the presence of women
maybemorepowerfullyfeltasvotersthanas
candidates.In1962,themalevoterturnoutin
Indiawas16percentagepointshigher than
forwomen.Sixdecadeslater,inthe2019Lok
Sabhaelections,women’sparticipationexce-
ededthatofmenforthefirsttime.Thissugg-
estsanincreasingassertionofcitizenshipri-
ghtsamongwomen.Thegrowingturnoutof
womenvoterscouldinfluencepoliticalparti-
es’ programmatic priorities and improve
theirresponsivenesstowomenvoters’inter-
ests,preferences,andconcerns,includingse-
xualharassmentandgender-basedviolence.
The TMC ran and highlighted many

women-centric schemes that potentially
playedacentralroleintheirvictory.Schemes
suchasSwasthyaSathi,whichissuedhealth
cardsinthenameoffemaleheadsofthefam-
ily,andKanyashreePrakalpaandRupashree
Prakalpa,whichprovided financial support
forgirls’educationandmarriagerespectively,
provedimmenselypopular.
Likewise, the central governmentmust

becommendedforitsachievementsintwo
areas inparticular: ItsDBTschemessuchas
the PradhanMantri VayaVandanaYojana
andthePradhanMantriSurakshitMatritva
Abhiyan, due towhichmaternalmortality
ratehas reduced from167 (2011-13) to113
(2016-18). TheMaternity Benefit (Amend-
ment)Bill,2017isanotherlandmarkachieve-
mentthatextendedthepaidmaternalleave
to26weeksfromtheexisting12weeks.
The extent towhich parties represent

womenandtakeuptheirinterestsisclosely
tiedtothehealthandvitalityofdemocratic
processes. However, the strength of civil
societyinitiativesisnotentirelydependent
on the strength of political institutions -- a
caseinpointwouldbetheAuratmarchesin
Pakistan. Another is the Shaheen Bagh
protestthatprovedremarkablyactiveinmo-
bilisingwomen.
TheBJPmustuse itsparliamentaryma-

jority to finally pass theWomen’sReserva-
tionBill,aswaspromisedintheir2014electi-
on manifesto. Until that happens, the
initiative taken by the governments of
Banerjee andPatnaik to increasewomen’s
parliamentarypresencemustserveasanin-
spiration toother Indian states. At this cru-
cial juncture, tocherishourdemocraticval-
ues,wewill need to sympathisewith the
voice of the 15th century Bengali poet,
Ramoni, a low-castewasherwoman,who
sang, “I’ll not stay any longer in this landof
injustice/I’llgotoaplacewherethereareno
hellhounds”.

Thewriterisformerchiefelection
commissionerofIndiaandtheauthorofAn
UndocumentedWonder–TheMakingof

theGreatIndianElection

RUSSIANPRESIDENTVLADIMIRPutin'snu-
clearsabre-rattlinginUkraine,whichdidcre-
atepolitical ripples inEurope, has triggered
a farmore consequential debate on the im-
portance of atomic weapons in deterring
Chinese expansionism. For those facing
ChinesewrathinAsia, it isnotdifficulttobuy
into thepropositionthatRussiawouldhave
thoughttwicebeforeinvadingUkraineifKyiv
hadnuclearweapons.
Inanimportantstatementlastweek,the

formerprimeministerof Japan,ShinzoAbe,
called for a national debate on hosting
AmericannuclearweaponsonJapanesesoil.
In South Korea, which is electing its presi-
dent thisweek, front-runnerYoonSuk-yeol
has talked of strengthening Seoul's nuclear
deterrence against both Pyongyang and
Beijing.Taiwan,whichisinthecross-hairsof
PresidentXiJinping’sregionalstrategy, isre-
portedlydevelopinganuclear-poweredsub-
marine that could offer some deterrence
against a Chinese invading force. Australia,
which isworkingwith theUKandtheUSto
buildnuclear-poweredsubmarines, isaccel-
erating the project after the Ukraine inva-
sion.
Putin's public command to his generals

attheendofFebruaryonputtingRussiannu-
clear forces on alert soon after he launched
hisinvasionofUkrainewasamessagetothe
US and NATO to stay out of Ukraine. Putin,
however, was preaching to the converted.
Afterall,Washingtonhadmade it clear that
ithadnointentiontofightPutin’sarmieson
Russia’s borders. The threat of escalation to
thenuclearlevelwasverymuchinthemind
of NATO's military planners when the al-
liance refused to be drawn into a firefight
with Russia in Ukraine. No wonder, that
PresidentJoeBidendidnotrespondtoPutin’s
nuclearescalationbyputtingAmerica’snu-
clear forcesonahigheralert.
You could argue thatWashington was

unimpressed by Putin’s nuclear threat be-
cause Russia too is aware of the dangers of
nuclearescalation.Moscowisalsoconscious
ofthefactthattherearetwonuclearweapon
powers in Europe — Britain and France.
AlthoughtheBritishandFrencharsenalsare
modest they do figure inMoscow’s nuclear
assessments.Russiaisalsoawareof the“nu-
clearsharing”arrangementsbetweentheUS
and some European allies — Belgium,
Germany, Italy, and theNetherlands. Under
thisframework,EuropeanallieshostUSnu-
clear weapons on their soil and authorise
their armed forces to deliver American nu-
clear weapons on Russia. Nuclear sharing
also involves continuous consultations on
nucleardoctrineandtheplanningofnuclear
operations.
Europe’simmediatefocus, inthewakeof

Russian aggression against Ukraine, is not
nuclearweaponsbutstrengtheningconven-
tional deterrence to stop Putin’s adventur-
isminthecontinent.TheUSanditsalliesare
also pursuing a “hybrid war” that boosts
UkrainianresistanceagainstRussianarmed
forcesandraisesmilitary,economic,andpo-

litical costsofMoscow’saggression.
PutinhascertainlyshakenEuropeoutof

its prolonged holiday from geopolitics, and
isforcingittocommitmoreresourcestothe
defence of Europe and strengthen the con-
tinent’s unity against Russia. Nothing illus-
trates the dramatic shift in Europeanmood
than theGermandecision to discard its en-
trenched pacifism and embark on a course
of rearmament.
InAsia, similar trendsareunfolding.The

widelydiscussedprospectofChinaemulat-
ingRussiaandinvadingTaiwanhasbegunto
concentrate themindsof Asian leaders. But
unlikeEurope,Asiahashadaforewarningof
the perils of great-power chauvinism and
territorialexpansionism.Afterall,Chinahad
been nibbling away at the territories of its
neighbours whether it was in the South
China Sea or in the great Himalayas. China
hasbroken its commitmentsonHongKong
andabsorbed it forcibly.
Last month’s twin developments have

onlysharpenedtheseconcerns.Onewasthe
unveilingof an“alliancewithout limits”be-
tweenRussiaandChinaatasummitmeeting
in Beijing on February 4. Many in Asia, in-
cluding India, continue to hope that Russia
will play an independent role in the region.
Butthesummitsawanunprecedentedcom-
mitment by the two sides to stand by each
other.AsPutinbecomesmoredependenton
China, Russia is bound to back Xi Jinping’s
ambitions inAsia.
Taiwan is farmore important for Asian

(and global) security than Ukraine is for
Europe. Taiwan sits at the heart of the
WesternPacificandstraddles thesea lineof
communicationintheworld’smostdynamic
economicarena. It is themainsourceof sili-
con chips for theworld.When China con-
quers Taiwan itwill dramatically transform
the geopolitics of Asia. No oneunderstands
thisbetterthanShinzoAbe.AftertheUkraine
invasions, he articulatedwhat was upper-
most in theminds of many in Asia. As the
Russian invasion of Ukraine began, Abe
called for an unambiguous American com-
mitment to defend Taiwan. The current US
policydoesnotexplicitlystatethatitsarmed
forceswill cometo therescueof Taiwan if it
isattackedbyChina.Abealsocalledforanew
debate in Japan on potential “nuclear shar-

ingarrangementswiththeUS.Abe,ofcourse,
is deeply aware of Japan’s entrenched “nu-
clearallergy”.Butheiscallingforafrankde-
bate to deal with the changing Asian and
global security environment after Ukraine.
Oneelementofthedebateisthefactthatnu-
clearweaponsremainthegreatestdeterrent,
especiallyagainstavastlysuperioradversary.
Asian military planners know that

Ukraineagreedin1994togiveupthenuclear
weapons that it inherited from the Soviet
UnioninreturnforguaranteesonKyiv’ssov-
ereignty and territorial integrity. Clearly,
thoselegalguaranteeswerenosubstitutefor
nuclearweapons.
In thepast, all theEastAsianneighbours

ofChinahadtoyedwiththedevelopmentof
independent nuclear arsenals. The US ac-
tivelydiscouragedTaiwan,SouthKoreaand
Japantorenouncenuclearweaponsinreturn
forAmericansecuritycommitments,includ-
ingtheshelterof theAmerican“nuclearum-
brella”.Thereisagrowingconcerninthere-
gionaboutwhethertheUSnuclearumbrella
or the so-called extended deterrence will
work against the rapidly growingmilitary
powerandnuclear cloutof China.
This is thecontext inwhichChina’seast-

ernneighboursaretakingafreshlookatthe
nuclear option. Although Taiwan, South
Korea,andJapanhavesignificanttechnolog-
ical capabilities, developing a nuclear arse-
nal would be the last andmost politically
risky option. For now, their focus is on
strengtheningthemilitaryalliancewiththe
US and boosting national defence capabili-
ties includingadvancedmissile systems.
Onthenuclear front, thedebate in Japan

and South Korea is about potential nuclear
sharingarrangementswiththeUS.InTaiwan
andAustralia,theemphasisisondeveloping
nuclear-poweredsubmarines. TheUStoo is
debating the deployment of new strategic
weaponsystems inAsia thatmightencour-
ageChina topausebefore trying toemulate
Russia’sUkraineadventure.Onewayoran-
other, Russia's war in Ukraine is bound to
transformtheAsiannuclear landscape.

Thewriter isa senior fellowwith theAsia
SocietyPolicy Institute,Delhianda

contributingeditoron internationalaffairs
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A democracy
for her

CALL OF JUSTICE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Thank
you, justice’ (IE,March7).Thedoctrine
ofchecksandbalancesinademocracy
inhibits even the slightest possibility
of arbitrariness and tyranny in the
functioning of different branches of
the government. The collegium sys-
tem is meant to safeguard the judi-
ciary’s independence. The proposed
NJACmay have noble intentions, but
its structural architecture has loop-
holes,makingitsusceptibletomisuse
and hence it was rightly dismantled.
Thecollegiumsystemmust introduce
measures to bring transparency in its
functioning.

SudipKumarDey,Barasat

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Thank
you, justice’ (IE, March 7). The outgo-
ing chief justice of the RajasthanHigh
Court, Akil Kureshi,whowasdenieda
position in the SC despite being the
senior-most chief justice in the coun-
try, laid emphasis on the role of an in-
dependent judiciary in protecting the
rights of common citizens in his
farewell address last week. Justice
Kureshimade a dignified reference to
the transfers he had faced – thatwere
widely seen as acts of punitive shunt-
ing.Adversejudgmentsagainstgovern-
ments have affected Justice Kureshi’s

otherwiseunblemishedjudicialcareer
SSPaul,Nadia

ADDRESS PRIVACY
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Physicalfor
digital’ (IE,March7).There isnodoubt
thatthedigitalpushhasenhancedthe
convenienceof citizens.However,pri-
vacy seems to be the main concern
aroundthedigitalecosystem.Alawon
data privacy has been long in the
works.Meanwhile,anincreasingnum-
ber of government services, notably
health, are comingunder theambit of
thedigitalecosphere.This,despitethe
fact that the SupremeCourt has ruled
privacy tobeanessential right.

PreetiMitra,Delhi

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

TWORECENTDECISIONSofthegovernment,
withimplicationsforhowIndiaisperceived,
are remarkable. First, the swiftness with
whichthegovernmenttookexceptiontothe
unnecessary remarks by the Singapore
primeminister deserves commendation.
True,Singaporehasemergedasasymbolof
development and good governance. Other
countries, too, have earned reputations as
well-governednations on the path of pros-
perity in a relatively short span of time.
Factors like the effective functioningof sys-
tems, discipline and public order in such
countriesrightlyimpressallvisitors.Thisalso
helpsthesecountriestoearnafairamountof
goodwill.
However,governmentsthatmaybesuc-

cessful on the governance front could also
have doubtful democratic credentials.
Besides, there aremany countries that offi-
ciallycallthemselvesrepublicsbut,inreality,
whattheyhaveisashamdemocracy.Hence,
moreoftenthannot,needlesscommentary
onthedemocratic functioningof onecoun-
trybyanotheramountstointerference.Even
ifonechoosestonotbescepticalabouthow
genuine the democratic functioning in cer-
tainwell-governed countries is, the fact re-
mainsthatonecan’tcompareatinycountry
with a big and heavily populated one.
Geographical expanse, linguistic diversity
and innumerable legacy issues also con-
tribute to shaping the personality of a

democracy. All thismakes the summoning
of the Singapore envoy by theMinistry of
External Affairs and getting him to realise
howneedless thecommentswere, a timely
andwelcomemove.Indiaistoobiganinter-
nationalplayer to ignore such irresponsible
comments.
Theseconddecision isaboutpreventing

theNationalOverseasScholarshiprecipients
fromseekingascholarshiptostudysubjects
that they can better learn here. As it is, pre-
venting brain drain has been, for decades,
oneofournationalconcerns.Inaddition,it is
amockery of our own educational institu-
tions to allow Indian scholarshipholders to
goabroadandlearnaboutIndiansocietyand
culture. It is like students fromSaudiArabia
going to theUS to study Islam.One canun-
derstand Indian scholarship holders going
abroad for higher learning in subjects like
technology or specialised branches of sci-
ence, aswemay not have such institutions
here.Buttosendourownscholarsabroadto
study the society and culture of India
amounts to a self-invited downgrading of
ourowninstitutions.Thiswasallowedinto-
taldisregardof itsnegativeimpactonnotjust
our institutions but also on our collective
sense of self-respect and confidence.
Through a logical step, the government has
nowprevented this.
This alsocalls for ananalysisof thechal-

lenge of tackling themisperceptions that

India has been facing since Independence.
Why do people abroadmisperceive India?
Whydoesthereremainsomelackofunder-
standing about India globally?While there
may be a variety of reasons for this, three
things are fundamental to the issue. First is
the penchant for self-flagellation that has
longgrippedourintelligentsia.Secondisour
uncalled-for shyness in asserting our na-
tional identity, causing an immeasurable
shortfall inoursenseofbelonging,andthird
isourcollectivefailureinmakingglobalopin-
ion-makersandjournalistsunderstandIndia
in theproperperspective.
Self-flagellationhasbecomeahabitwith

alargesectionofourintellectuals,mediaper-
sons, creativewriters and also filmmakers.
True,likemanyothercountries,Indiatoohas
beenfacingissueslikecaste-basedsocialdis-
crimination,genderinequalityandinjustice,
asalsoabjectpovertyandeconomicdispar-
ities. Also, there is nothingwrongwith de-
picting a realistic picture through not just
seminarpapers andnewspaper articlesbut
throughfilmsaswell.However, factualpor-
trayal alsodemands talking about theposi-
tive transformations and ongoing efforts to
that end. Thosewho havewritten column
after column on Dalit issues can't see how
theDalit IndianChamberofCommerceand
Industry ( DICCI) has brought about a re-
markablechange in the livesofhundredsof
Dalityouthsbypromotingentrepreneurship.

Eventotacklethechallengeof freeingman-
ual scavengers from their hazardous tasks,
DICCIhasdonesomeremarkablework that
has sadlygoneunnoticedby the Indianand
foreignmedia.Nomatterhowhugeatrans-
formation is taking place, the “mispercep-
tionmarketing”bysomecontinues.
The origin of this habit of indulging in

self-flagellation lies in our hesitation to as-
sert our national identity, leading to a total
lackofasenseofpride.Worseistheperverse
mindsetthatmakesnottakingpridesynony-
mouswith being liberal, open-minded and
progressive.Thisisacrass“woke”approach,
to say the least.
Oneaspectof this issue is theclever trap

laidbyintellectuals,thinktanks,universities
and journals abroad, many of whom seem
to issue a certificate of acceptance only to
those who take pleasure in assailing their
owncountry,especiallywhenabroad.Those
who get trapped, knowingly or otherwise,
returnwearing the badge of progressivism
ontheirsleeves. It isnotamerecoincidence
thatonlythosefilmsthatdealwiththeneg-
ative aspects of Indian society are generally
consideredforawardsinglobalfilmfestivals.
It is true that patriotism is not jingoism.

But then, self-flagellation too can’t be
equatedwithbeing liberal andprogressive.

Thewriter isMP,RajyaSabhaand former
nationalvice-presidentof theBJP

Misperceptionmarketing
Othersgetawaywithitbecauseofourownhabitsofself-flagellation
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Theextenttowhichpoliticalpartiesrepresentwomen
andtheirinterestsiscloselylinkedtothehealthand
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Russia'swarinUkrainehastriggeredanewconversationthatisboundto
transformtheAsiannuclearlandscape
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GOLD
`53,784

RUPEE
`76.93

OIL
$111.61

SILVER
`70,977

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asofMarch4

REUTERS
MUMBAI/NEWYORK,MARCH7

BONDYIELDS surged as a sharp
rise in global prices of crude oil
stirred concern about domestic
inflation, strengthening pros-
pectsof interestratehikesbythe
ReserveBankof India.
Thecountry’sbenchmark10-

yearbondyieldended tradingat
6.89percent,up8basispointson
theday, itsbiggest single-session
risesincethesell-offonBudgetday
onFebruary1when thegovern-
mentannouncedasharplyhigher-
than-expectedmarketborrowing.
Brent crude soared to near

$130 a barrel, its highest since
2008, as theUnited
StatesandEuropean
allies mulled a
Russian oil import
banwhile delays in
thepotential return
of Iranian crude to
globalmarkets fu-
elled tight supply
fears.
By 1:34 pm ET,

Brent had gained
$7.17, or 6 per cent, to $125.28 a
barrel, andWTIwasup$5.56, or
4.81per cent, to $121.24abarrel.
Globaloilpriceshavespikedmore

than60percentsincethestartof
2022,alongwithothercommodi-

ties, raising con-
cerns aboutworld
economic growth
andstagflation.
The United

States and
Europeanallies are
exploringbanning
imports of Russian
oil, US Secretaryof
State Antony
Blinken said on

Sunday,andtheWhiteHouseco-
ordinatedwithkeyCongressional
committeesmovingforwardwith
theirownban.AnalystsatBankof

AmericasaidifmostofRussia’soil
exportsarecutoff, therecouldbe
a5millionbarrelperday(bpd)or
largershortfall,andthatmeansoil
pricescouldgoashighas$200.
OnWallStreet,stockstumbled.

At1:45pmET,theDowJoneswas
down 592.04 points, or 1.7 per
cent, at 33,022.76 while the
Nasdaq Composite was down
327.20points, or2.03per cent, at
15,802.46. The yield on 10-year
Treasury noteswas up3.1 basis
pointsto1.753percentafterfalling
to1.668per cent, its lowest since
January5.Theyieldonthe30-year
Treasury bondwas up 0.8 basis
pointsto2.156percent.

Europe’s benchmark STOXX
index fell 2.55per cent to aone-
year low, as Germany’s DAX
lookedsettoconfirmabearmar-
ketaftersufferinga20percentde-
clinesinceitsJanuaryhigh.
Asianmarkets earlier set the

tone for a grim day in equities.
Japan’sNikkeisank3.4percentto
a 15-month low, while MSCI’s
broadest index of Asia-Pacific
sharesoutsideJapanlost2.77per
cent.Chinesebluechipsshed3.19
percent.
Goldpricesroseabove$2,000

perounce,palladiumhitarecord,
LME3-month nickel posted its
largest everone-daygain, andoil
and wheat jumped to 14-year
highsasRussia’s escalating inva-
sionofUkraine continued to roil
globalcommodities.Spotgoldwas
up 1 per cent at $1,986.29 per
ounce,asof0520GMT,afterscal-
ing to itshighest sinceAugust19,
2020at $2,000. “The sayinggoes
thatthebestcureforhighpricesis
highprices,” saidOANDAsenior
analyst JeffreyHalley in a report.
“Unfortunately,inastagflationary
environment, that doesn’t hold
true.Isuspectgrowthprojections
for 2022 around theworldwill
need tobesharply revised lower,
and itwill be interesting to see
whatthecentralbanksdo.”

GOLDCROSSES$2,000/OZONRUSHTOSAFE-HAVENASSETS

BRIEFLY
TCSbuyback
NewDelhi:TataConsultancy
ServicesMondaysaid itsRs
18,000crore sharebuyback
offerwill openonMarch9
andcloseonMarch23.PTI

CIIMaharashtra
Mumbai: Confederationof
Indian Industry (CII)
Maharashtra StateCouncil
has electedSriramNaraya-
nan,MD, Endress+Hauser
(India)Automation Instru-
mentationasnewchairman
of CII Maharashtra State
Council 2022-23andRobin
Banerjee, MD, Caprihans
Indiaasvicechairman.ENS

WhitegoodsPLI
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
hasreopenedtheapplication
windowfor itsproduction-
linkedincentive(PLI)scheme
forACsandLEDlights.

‘Hiringrises’
Mumbai:Hiringactivitysaw
a31percentriseinFebruary
asmultiplesectorsrecorded
stronggrowth, according to
aNaukrireport.

‘BansalcoIPO’
NewDelhi:SachinBansal-led
NaviTechnologiesisplanning
to filedraftprospectuswith
SebitoraisearoundRs4,000
croreviaanIPO,saidsources.

Sebi,DishTV
New Delhi: Sebi directed
DishTV India Ltd to imme-
diatelydisclosetheresultsof
its annual generalmeeting
totheexchanges.PTI

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

THE BOARD of directors of
BharatPe “acted quickly and
decisivelytoupholdgoodcor-
porategovernance”toremove
itsco-founderAshneerGrover
fromall positions, the com-
pany’s other co-founder
ShashvatNakraniwrote inan
e-mailtoemployees.Acopyof
themailwasreviewedbyThe
IndianExpress.
Nakrani wrote that the

companywasatanannualised
total payment volume (TPV)
run rate of $16billion and its
revenuewas likely to rise by
fourtimesinthecurrentfiscal,
comparedtothepreviousyear.
AccusingGrover of creat-

ing a “false narrative” about
BharatPe, Nakrani wrote:
“What is important tonote is
that this is anaberrationand
notthenorm.”
Nakraniwrotetheemailto

BharatPeemployeesafter the
company’s board unseated
Groverfromallpositionsinthe
startuponthebasisoffindings
of a PwCaudit into the com-
pany’s corporate governance
practices. Nakrani, however,
didnot reveal PwC’s findings
in his email, saying the con-
tentsofitsenquiryreportwere
confidential. PwCwasbrou-
ght in late January, following
complaints ofmisconduct at
BharatPe.
AfterstrippingGroverofall

hispositions in thecompany,
BharatPe’sboardhadaccused
him, his wife Madhuri Jain
Grover and their relatives of
engagingin“extensivemisap-
propriationofcompanyfunds,
including, but not limited to,
creatingfakevendorsthrough
which they siphonedmoney
awayfromthecompany’sex-
pense account and grossly
abusedcompanyexpenseac-
countsinordertoenrichthem-
selves and fund their lavish
lifestyles”. The companyhad
alsosaiditreservestherightto
takefurtherlegalactionagainst
Groverandhisfamily.
“Ashneersent inhisresig-

nation latenight onMarch1,
2022totheBoard,minutesaf-
terreceivingtheagendaofthe
Boardmeetingonthefindings
of thePwCreport,”Nakrani is
learnttohavesaidinhisemail.
“Sadly,hehasalsogoneahead
andtriedtocreateafalsenarra-
tive about the company that
wehavebuilttogetherwiththe
rightspirit”.
Grover declined to com-

menton this paper’s queries,
saying,“Ihavebetterthingsto
do”.BharatPedidnotrespond
untilpublication.
Earlier in February,

BharatPehad terminated the
employmentofMadhuri Jain
Grover over alleged “misap-
propriationoffunds”.
“Weare at an annualised

TPV (total payment volume)
runrateof $16billion(INR1.2
lakhcr).Ourmerchantlending
vertical is scalingupwell;we
have seen phenomenal
growthandinitialsuccessesin
postpe,andareabouttocross
1,000 cr disbursals in just 5
monthsoflaunch;PAYBACKis
deliveringgreatnumbersand
has a lot in store,” Nakrani
noted. BharatPe’s tusslewith
Grover andhiswife came to
lightinearlyJanuaryshortlyaf-
ter an audio clip — where
Ashneerallegedlyusingexple-
tives against a Kotak Bank
staffer—surfaced,prompting
theboardtolookintothecom-
pany’spracticesunderGrover.
Aprolonged legalbattle is

possibleoverGrover’sstakein
thecompany.AsofAugustlast
year,heheld9.5percentstake
in thecompany,ofwhich1-2
per cent are restricted shares.
Sources had earlier told The
IndianExpress thatBharatPe’s
boardintendstoinvokeclauses
from Grover’s shareholder
agreementtoclawbackonhis
stake—whichGroverhassaid
isworthRs4,000crore.

SECTORWATCH
FINTECH

BharatPe co-founder:
Grover creating ‘false
narrative’, board
upheld ‘governance’

e-Shram registrations
touch 25 crore: Yadav

Future Group
cos to convene
shareholder,
creditor meet
NewDelhi: FutureGroupcompa-
nieswould convenemeetingsof
theirrespectiveshareholdersand
creditors betweenApril 20 and
April23,2022togettheirapproval
for theproposedRs24,713crore
dealwithRelianceRetail.
Listed FutureGroup entities

suchasFutureConsumerLtdup-
datedboursesaboutthedates.The
deal would go ahead amid
RelianceRetailtakingovertheop-
erations of at least 300 stores of
FutureRetail.ENS,WITHPTI

Microsoft to
set up `15K-cr
data centre in
Hyderabad
NewDelhi: Microsoftwill estab-
lishitslargestandfourthdatacen-
tre in the country inHyderabad
withan investmentof Rs15,000
croreoveraperiodof15years.The
companyalreadyhasdatacentres
inPune,MumbaiandChennai.
Microsoftsaidthestrategicin-

vestmentisalignedwithitscom-
mitmenttohelpcustomersthrive
ina cloudandAI-enableddigital
economyandwillbecomepartof
theworld’s largest cloud infra-
structure.FE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
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REGISTRATIONSONe-Shrampor-
tal, thedatabase forunorganised
sectorworkers, have reached25
crore,UnionMinister for Labour
and Employment Bhupender
Yadav on Monday said. The
Minister also launched the
‘Donate-a-Pension’ initiativeun-
der the PradhanMantri Shram
YogiMaan-Dhan(PM-SYM)pen-
sionscheme,wherethecitizencan
donatethepremiumcontribution
of their immediate support staff
suchasdomesticworkers,drivers,
helpers,caregivers,nurses,intheir
householdorestablishment.
Under‘Donate-a-Pension’,the

donor canpaya contributionon
behalfofhis/heremployeeforany
lengthoftime,withtheminimum
donation amount at Rs 660 and
maximumuptoRs2,400peryear

dependingontheageof theben-
eficiary. The PM-SYM scheme,
launched in 2019 to provide a
monthly assured pension of
Rs3,000tounorganizedworkers,
is a co-contributory schemeand
thepremiumrangesfromRs55to
Rs 200 per month. The equal
matchingcontributionisprovided
bythecentralgovernment.
Yadav also stated that the

eSHRAMportalhasbeenlinkedto
the government’s UMANGapp,
whichprovides access to central
and state government services,
andNationalCareerServices(NCS)
portal.InAugust2021,theminister
hadlaunchedthee-Shramportal
tocreateadatabaseofworkersin
theunorganisedsector,estimated
tobearound38crore.Throughthe
portal, the government aims to
registerunorganisedsectorwork-
erssuchasconstructionlabourers,
migrantworkforce,streetvendors
anddomesticworkers.

NewDelhi: Justifying the 2 per
cent equalisation levy (EL) im-
posed by India on the supply of
services bymultinational enter-
prises, FinanceMinisterNirmala
SitharamanonMondaysaiditisa
sovereign right to tax revenues
earned from operations in the
country.
“Equalisationlevyisnotauni-

lateralmeasure…weare not an
exceptionasmanycountrieshave
done so,” Sitharaman said in a
post-Budget conference in
Bengaluru.
Companies like Netflix and

Facebookget their consumers in

alargecountrylikeIndia.“It’sim-
portant for the industry to stand
upandtelltheirinternationalsell-

ersthatIndiadeservestotaxthis,”
shesaid.
In October 2021, G20 coun-

tries approved a global deal to
adopt a 15 per centminimum
corporate taxandreallocate tax-
ing rights for large profitable
multinationalenterprises(MNEs)
tocountrieswheretheysellprod-
uctsandservices.
Meanwhile, Sitharaman also

pulleduptaxboardsforallegedly
not responding to grievances of
the tax assessees and directed
theirofficialstoreserveSaturdays
to holdmeetingswith them, as
peraPTIreport.FE,WITHPTI

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India(RBI)hassaidsharingconfi-
dential information by the cus-
tomers, knowingly or unknow-
ingly, is one of themajor causes
leadingtothefinancialfrauds.
“Fraudsters are finding new

waystodefraudthegulliblepublic
throughvariousingeniousmeth-
ods,” the RBI said in a booklet
“BE(A)WARE’ on the common
modus operandi usedby fraud-
stersandprecautionstobetaken.
Imposters pressuriseor trick

customersintosharingconfiden-
tial details suchaspasswordsby
citingemergency.ENS
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AMIDTHEconflictbetweenRussia
andUkraine, exportershavepro-
posed that thegovernmentper-
mit trade between India and
Russiausingtherupeeandrouble.
Theyarealsoconsideringusingal-
ternative routes for exports to
other countries in the region as,
currently,mostexportstosuchna-
tionsareroutedthroughRussia.
Theroublehasplungedagainst

thedollarsincethestartofRussia’s
invasionintoUkraine.
“Industryhasproposedrupee-

rouble tradeas anoption to con-
tinuetradebutthatmaybeadiffi-
cult decision for thegovernment
totake,”saidasource,notingthat
the Federation of Indian Export

Organisations (FIEO)hassubmit-
tedsuchaproposaltothegovern-
ment. Themechanismwill likely
allow for payment to be done
throughrupeesinsteadofUSdol-
lars, as isdoneordinarily. Inflows
andoutflowswouldlikelybefacil-
itated throughaccounts at state-
ownedbanksifsuchamechanism
isadopted.Anofficial saidmulti-
pleministriesaremonitoring the
situation to assess the impact of
anypolicychange,addingthesit-
uationwasvery fluidandthatno
decision hadbeen taken on the
proposalthusfar.
The official noted thatmin-

istrieswere lookingatoptions to
substitute fertiliser imports from
RussiaandUkraine.Thetwocoun-
triesarealsokeysourcesforedible
oil imports, accounting for about
16.8percentofsuchimports.

Russiaisthefourthlargestim-
porter of Indianpharmaceutical
products.Exportersarealsolook-
ingtoensurethatsanctionsagainst
Russia do not impact export to
other Commonwealth of Inde-
pendentStates(CIS)countries.
Ajai Sahai, director general at

FIEO,saidexporterswereconsid-
eringalternativeroutesforexports
tootherCIScountriesasmostex-
portstothesecountrieshavethus
far been routed throughRussia.
“We don’t want tradewith CIS
countries to stop.UsingRussian
ports seems like a challenge,”
Sahaisaid.Anofficialsaidthegov-
ernmentwas considering apro-
posal to facilitate reroutingof tea
exports to the region. Indian ex-
portersareconsideringroutingex-
ports to suchcountries viaChina
orGeorgia,accordingtosources.

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MARCH7

AMERICANCARDnetworkoper-
ators Visa, Mastercard and
American Express have sus-
pendedtheirservices inRussia in
lightof thesanctionsimposedon
RussiabytheUSasaresultof the
ongoingconflictinUkraine.

CanyouuseVisaorMastercard
inRussia?
Suspensionofservicesbycard

networkslikeVisa,Mastercardand
AmericanExpressmeansthatany
cards issuedbybanksgloballyon
thesenetworkswillnotworkany-
moreinRussiaatpointofsaleter-
minalsorATMs.Further,cards is-
suedbyRussianbanks on these
networkswill also stopworking
outsidethecountry.

IsthereanalternativetoVisa
andMastercardinRussia?
In theaftermathof similarUS

sanctions on Russia in
2014 where card net-
works like Visa and
Mastercard had denied
servicestoRussianbanks,
Russiaformaliseditsown
payments system Mir,
whichwaslaunchedsubsequently
in2015.Additionally,accordingto
aReuters report, Russia’s central
bank saidmany Russian banks
plan to issue cardsusingChina’s
UnionPay, a payments system it

saidwasenabledin180countries.

Whatistheimpactofthecard
networkban?
WhileRussianbanks

have downplayed the
impactof theban, sug-
gestingshopperswillbe
able tousecards issued
byVisaorMastercardtill

expiry,cardnetworkshavesaidany
cardsissuedabroadwon’tworkin
Russia.Globally,barringChina,Visa
andMastercardcontrolnearly90
per cent of credit anddebit card
payments.

Yieldsspike;boilingcrude
oilscaldsglobalmarkets

TheNewYorkStockExchangeonMonday.OnWallStreet,
stocks fellnearly2percent intra-day.Reuters

INUKRAINE

RUSSIAN
INVASION

❸ KEYPOINTS

1Suspensionofservicesbycardnetworkslike
Visa,Mastercardand
AmericanExpressmeans
anycardsissuedbybanks
globallyonthesenetworks
willnotworkanymorein
RussiaatATMs

2Cards issuedbyRussianbankson
thesenetworkswill also
stopworkingoutside the
country

3Russia formalised itsownpaymentssystem
Mir,whichwas launched
subsequently in2015

Major card networks
go offline in Russia:
What’s the alternative

Exporters pitch for trade with
Russia using rupee, rouble

OIL JUMPSto2008highsas
US,EuropeconsiderRussian
importban

WHEATAT 14-yeartopasBlack
Seawartightensworldsupplies

COMMODITYMARKETS
havebeenshakennotonlyby
toughWesternsanctionson
Russiathatmightbewidenedto
includeoil,but logisticsturmoil
thathasblockedtheflowofgrains
andmetalsfromtheregion

RAWMATERIALprices’rally
hassparkedconcernsover
economicgrowthincountriesstill
recoveringfromCovid

RUSSIAACCOUNTSfor7%of
globalnickelmineproductionand
6%oftheworld’saluminium
output Source:ReutersNadezhdaMetallurgicalPlant inNorilsk,Russia.Reuters file

Industrial metals also lurched higher, led by nickel, as global supply chains tried to price in
the possible absence of supplies from Russia, the third largest nickel producer

Commodity prices skyrocket
on fears of supply chaos

$2,000/oz
Goldgainson
Russia-Ukrainewar

30%
surgeinnickelprices

Commodity prices shot up onMonday as traders scrambled
to source rawmaterials hit by supply disruptions caused by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, as per aReuters report

BharatPeco-founder
ShashvatNakrani
wroteanemail to
employees

‘Women start
availing more
home, auto loans’
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH7

INDIANWOMENare increasing
their presence in the creditmar-
ket. Women are now availing
more credit in the formof home
loans (HL) and auto loans (BL)
bringingdowntheshareofmale
borrowers.
Theshareoffemaleborrowers

in home loans has increased by
twopercentagepoints to 31per
cent in the Rs 24,99,460 crore
homeloanmarketasofDecember
2021.Ontheotherhand,theshare
offemaleborrowersinautoloans
has gone upby twopercentage
pointstoRs4,57,041crore,accord-
ingtoCRIFHighMark,acreditin-

formationbureau.
Theshareoffemaleborrowers

availing business and personal
loans has increasedby oneper-
centageeachto23percentand17
percentrespectivelyoverthelast
oneyear,itsaid.
CRIFHighMarksaidpersonal

loans to female borrowers have
spikedby42per centY-o-Yasof
December2021,whilehomeloans
have increased by 22 per cent.
Auto loansandbusiness loans to
femaleborrowershaveincreased
by14percentand13percentre-
spectivelyasofDecember2021,it
said. “Female borrowers from
southernstateshavehighercredit
exposure compared towestern
andnorthern states,” CRIFHigh
Marksaid.
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COMMERCE AND Industry
MinisterPiyushGoyalonMonday
said the governmentwanted to
move forward with a
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
with Bangladesh and called for
greater cooperationbetween the
countriesinareassuchasdefence
andpharmaceuticalsproduction.
InFY21,tradewithBangladesh

accounted for about3.3per cent
of exports at $9.7 billion and0.3
percentof importsat$1.3billion.
“Weneedtogivemore impe-

tustojointproductionofdefence
equipment.Ourdefencecoopera-
tion has not progressed though
Indiaoffereda$500milliondol-
lars line of credit. The time has
cometo take it to thenext level,”

Goyal said at a virtual India-
Bangladeshstakeholder’smeet.In
2019,Indiahadannounceda$500
millionlineofcredittoBangladesh
fordefencerelatedprocurement.
“We look to advance a

Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
with Bangladesh in the days to
come,” Goyal said. India is cur-
rently in theprocessof negotiat-

ingfreetradeagreementswiththe
UK,EU,Australia,CanadaandIsrael
andhasrecentlyconcludedanFTA
with theUAE.Headded the two
countriesshouldlookatajointde-
velopment programme for vac-
cinesandothermedicinesandbe-
come“pharmacyoftheworld.”
Hesuggestedincreasedcoop-

eration in defence andpharma-
ceuticals production as two of
thefourfocusareastostrengthen
economictiesbetweenthecoun-
tries.TheMinisteralsosuggested
buildinguninterrupted resilient
supplychainsandexploringpo-
tentialareasof investmentssuch
as textile, jute products, leather
andfootwearas twoother focus
areas.
Headdedthetotalof$8billion

extendedtoBangladesh,through
threelinesofcredit,wasthelargest
concessionalcreditgivenbyIndia
toanysinglecountry.

PIYUSHGOYAL
Commerce Minister File

Goyal: Looking to advance CEPA
with Bangladesh in coming days

FinanceMinisterNirmala
SitharamaninBengaluru,
onMonday. PTI

Equalisation levy a ‘sovereign
right; not unilateral measure: FM

Sharing confidential
info major cause
for frauds, says RBI

TheReserveBankof India,
Mumbai. File

New Delhi
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MEANWHILE

SITUATION GETTINGWORSEEVERYDAY:MACRON
French President Emmanuel Macron said that the situation in Ukraine was getting worse
every day, and that France will continue to put pressure on Russia through sanctions.
“The situation is worsening each day. People die, fatigue settles in. .. We have not managed
to obtain a ceasefire,” Macron told LCI television.

ELSEWHERE INTHEWORLD

TheUnitedNations’ refugeeagencysays thenumberof
peoplewhohavefledthewar inUkrainehas increasedto
over1.7million.TheUNHighCommissioner forRefugeeson
Mondayputthenumberofpeoplewhohavearrived inother
countriessinceFebruary24atsome1.735million.That'sup
frommorethan1.53milliononSunday.Nearly three-fifths
of thetotal -nearly1.03million--arrived inPoland,
accordingtotheagency.Over180,000wenttoHungaryand
128,000toSlovakia.AP

Amemberof theUkrainianarmedforceshelpstoevacuate
achildfromthetownof Irpin,onMonday.Reuters

UkrainepleadedwiththeUnitedNations’topcourtMonday
toorderRussiatohalt itsdevastatinginvasion,sayingMoscow
isalreadycommittingwidespreadwarcrimesand“resorting
totacticsreminiscentofmedievalsiegewarfare”inits12-day-
oldmilitaryonslaught.RussiasnubbedtheInternational
Courtof JusticehearingsanditsseatsintheGreatHallof
Justiceremainedempty.“ThefactthatRussia'sseatsareempty
speaksloudly.Theyarenothereinthiscourtof law:theyare
onabattlefieldwaginganaggressivewaragainstmycountry,"
UkrainianenvoyAntonKorynevychsaid. Agencies

USSecretaryof StateAntonyBlinkenonMondayassured
LithuaniaofNATOprotectionandAmericansupportashe
beganalightningvisit to thethreeBaltic states thatare
increasinglyonedgeasRussiapressesaheadwith its
invasionofUkraine.TheformerSoviet republicsof Latvia,
LithuaniaandEstoniaareallNATOmembersandBlinkenis
aimingtoreassurethemof their security intheeventRussia
chooses toexpanditsmilitaryoperations. “Wearebolstering
ourshareddefencesothatweandouralliesareprepared,”
Blinkensaid, stressingthat theUScommitmenttoNATO’s
mutualdefensepact is “sacrosanct,”AP

INBRIEF
AGENCIES
LVIV,MARCH7

PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR
Zelenskyywarned Ukraine on
Monday to expect a renewed
bombardmentofmajorcities,as
Russianforcesattempttorenew
theirassaultafterbeingstalledby
stiff resistanceandsufferingun-
expectedheavylosses.“Itismur-
der, simplymurder,”hesaid ina
speechairedovernight.
Russia steps up increasingly

indiscriminateassaultsoncivilian
targets and infrastructure, fears
were growing onMonday that
thousandsofUkrainianscoulddie
inthecomingdaysifurgentrelief

doesnotarrivesoonandhuman-
itarianceasefiresfailtotakehold.
UkrainedismissedaKremlin

proposal toevacuatehundredsof
thousandsofpeoplenottotheWest,
buttoRussiaanditsallyBelarus,as
acynicalattempttodistractfromits
failuretostopshelling“evacuation
corridors”whereciviliansareat-
temptingtoflee.OleksiyDanilov,the
headofUkraine’sNationalSecurity
andDefenceCouncil,accusedRussia
of blocking relief fromreaching
thosemostinneed.
An adviser to Zelenskyy,

Mykhailo Podoliak, said 202
schools, 34 hospitals andmore
than 1,500 residential buildings
have been destroyed since the
warbegan,andthatnearly1,000

towns and villages are com-
pletely deprived of electricity,
water and heat. The two sides
met for a third round of talks
Monday, according to Russian
statemedia, though hopes for
anybreakthroughweredim.
Thecountries’ foreignminis-

tersarealsoscheduledtomeetin
TurkeyonThursday,accordingto
that country’s top diplomat.
Russia announced yet another
limited ceasefire and the estab-
lishment of safe corridors to al-
low civilians to flee some be-
siegedUkrainiancitiesMonday.
Russian forces continued to

pummel someUkrainian cities
with rockets even after the new
announcement of corridors and

fiercefightingcontinuedinsome
areas, indicating therewouldbe
nowidercessationofhostilities.
Thebodiesof at least13civil-

ianswere recovered fromrubble
afterfactoryinthetownofMakariv
in theKyiv regionwas hit, local
emergencyservicessaid.Fivepeo-
plewererescuedofthe30believed
tohavebeenthereatthetime.
InKyiv,soldiersandvolunteers

havebuilthundredsofcheckpoints,
oftenusingsandbags,stackedtires
andspikedcables. Somebarriers
lookedsignificant,withheavycon-
creteslabsandsandbagspiledmore
thantwostorieshigh,whileothers
appearedmorehaphazard,with
hundredsofbooksusedtoweigh
downstacksoftires.

MATTO’BRIEN
MARCH7

NETFLIX AND TIKTOK sus-
pendedmostof theirservices in
RussiaonSundayasthegovern-
mentcracksdownonwhatpeo-
ple andmedia outlets can say
aboutRussia’swar inUkraine.
Pullingtheplugononlineen-

tertainment—andinformation—
islikelytofurtherisolatethecoun-
tryanditspeople.
UScreditcardcompaniesVisa,

MastercardandAmericanExpress
all said over the weekend they

wouldcutserviceinRussia.South
Korea’sSamsungElectronicssaidit
wouldhaltproductshipmentstothe
country.Netflixdidn’tspecifyarea-
sonforsuspendingservicesSunday
excepttosayitreflected“circum-
stancesontheground.”Thecom-
panyhadpreviouslysaiditwouldre-
fusetoairRussianstateTVchannels.
TikToksaidRussianusersof its

popularsocialmediaappwouldno
longerbeable topostnewvideos
orlivestreamsandtheyalsowould-
n’tbeabletoseevideossharedfrom
elsewhereintheworld.“Inlightof

Russia’snew ‘fakenews’ law,we
have no choice but to suspend
livestreamingandnewcontentto
ourvideoservicewhilewereview
thesafetyimplicationsofthislaw,”
TikToksaid.“Ourin-appmessaging
servicewillnotbeaffected.”
TikTok spokespersonHilary

McQuaide said theTikTokapp in
Russianowappearsin“view-only”
modeandwon’tletpeoplepostor
see newvideos or livestreams.
Theycanstillseeoldervideos,but
notif theycamefromoutsidethe
country,shesaid. AP

Netflix, TikTok block services in Russia

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BEIJING,MARCH7

CHINA’S TOP diplomat on
MondayaccusedWashingtonof
trying to create anAsianversion
of theUS-EuropeanNATOmili-
taryallianceandsaiditisuptothe
Bidenadministrationto improve
relationswithNorthKorea.
USpolicytowardEastAsiaand

the IndianOcean and efforts to
strengthenmilitarytieswithJapan,
AustraliaandIndiaarea“disaster
thatdisruptsregionalpeaceandsta-
bility,"WangYisaidatanewscon-
ference.Thecomments reflected
therulingCommunistParty’sam-
bitions to be Asia's undisputed
powerandits frustrationwithre-
sistancefromneighbourstoitster-
ritorial claims in theSouthChina
SeaandtheHimalayas.
Wang complained

Washington is organisingUS al-

liesto“suppressChina.”
Beijing is irritatedbygrowing

military tiesamongtheQuadna-
tionsof theUnitedStates, Japan,
AustraliaandIndia.Chinacriticised
aUSdecision last year to supply
technologyforAustraliatofieldits
firstnuclear-poweredsubmarines.
“TherealpurposeoftheIndo-

Pacific strategy' is to create an
Indo-PacificversionofNATO,”he
said.Beijing'sassertiveforeignpol-
icyandclaimstodisputedterrito-
riesintheSouthChinaSeaandthe
Himalayas have antagonised
Japan,Indiaandotherneighbours.
WangcalledontheBidenad-

ministrationtorevive thespiritof
the1970sagreementsthatopened
USrelationswith thecommunist
Beijinggovernment. “TheUSstill
sparesnoefforttocarryoutintense
competition with China, con-
stantly attacking andprovoking
troubleonissuesregardingChina's
coreinterests,”Wangsaid.

Aman leaves thetownafterdaysofheavyshelling in Irpin,nearKyivonMonday.Reuters

DAVIDRISING
BANGKOK,MARCH7

THE OFFICIAL global death toll
fromCovid-19eclipsed6million
onMonday—underscoringthat
the pandemic, now entering its
thirdyear, is far fromover.
Themilestone, recorded by

JohnsHopkinsUniversity,isthelat-
esttragicreminderoftheunrelent-
ingnatureofthepandemicevenas
peoplearesheddingmasks,travel
isresumingandbusinessesarere-
openingaroundtheglobe.
Remote Pacific islands,

whose isolation had protected
them formore than two years,
arejustnowgrapplingwiththeir
first outbreaks and deaths, fu-
eledby theOmicronvariant.
HongKong,which is seeing

deathssoar,istestingitsentirepop-
ulationof 7.5million three times

thismonthasitclingstomainland
China’s“zero-Covid”strategy.
And despite its wealth and

vaccine availability, the United
States is nearing 1 million re-
porteddeathson itsown.
Deathratesworldwidearestill

highest amongpeople unvacci-
natedagainstthevirus,saidTikki

Pang, a visiting professor at the
NationalUniversityofSingapore’s
medical school. “This is adisease
of theunvaccinated—lookwhat
is happening inHongKong right
now, the health system is being
overwhelmed,”saidPang,thefor-
mer director of research policy
and cooperationwith theWorld
HealthOrganization. “The large
majorityofthedeathsandthese-
verecasesareintheunvaccinated,
vulnerablesegment.”
It took the world seven

monthstorecorditsfirstmillion
deathsafterthepandemicbegan
inearly2020.Fourmonths later
anothermillionpeoplehaddied,
and 1million have died every
threemonthssince,untilthetoll
hit 5 million in October end.
Now it has reached 6million—
more than the populations of
BerlinandBrusselscombined,or
theentire stateofMaryland.AP

Global toll surpasses 6 million
as pandemic enters third year

Crowdsofmaskedpeople
visit theChristmasmarket
inFrankfurt.APFILE

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,MARCH7

PRIMEMINISTER ImranKhanon
Mondayvowed“zero tolerance”
forterroristsasheurgedforquick
prosecutionofthecasesofterror-
isminthecourts,daysafterasui-
cidebomberkilled63peopleand
woundedover200othersinaShia
mosqueinnorthwestPakistan.
Khan chaired a meeting of

theApexCommitteeonNational
Action Plan (NAP), which was
launched in 2015 to eliminate
terrorism from the country.
Army Chief Gen Qamar Javed
Bajwaandseveral topministers
attendedthemeeting.
Accordingtoastatementfrom

thePMOffice,Khansaid that the
“Governmenthaszerotolerancefor
terroristsandswiftprosecution is
requiredtosetanexampleoutof

terroristelements.”Heemphasised
thatmulti-prongedapproach, full
spectrumandvigorousimplemen-
tationofNAPisrequiredtothwart
threatofterrorism.Healsostressed
upontakingproactivemeasuresto
tacklesuchincidentsinfuture.
Khanstatedthatnefariousde-

signs to destabilise the country
wouldneversucceedastheentire
nationisunitedtodefeatthemen-
aceofterrorism.Hestatedthatthe
public realises that elements are
tryingtocreatedisharmonyonthe
basis of sectarianism and hate
speech,buttheStatewillneveral-
lowsuchdesignstosucceed.PTI

ImranKhan
urgesquick
prosecutionof
terrorcases in
thecourts. File

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
LAHORE,MARCH7

Rafiq Tarar, a former Pakistani
judgewho served as the coun-
try’s President from 1997 to
2001, died on Monday in the
easterncityofLahoreafterapro-
longed illnessat theageof 92.
Tarar’sgrandson,AzamTarar,

announced on Twitter that his
grandfatherhaddied.
Pakistan’sPresidentArif Ali,

PrimeMinister ImranKhanand
prominent politicians ex-
pressed their grief, along with
the country’s military chief,
Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa. Tarar
waselected thecountry’spresi-
dent after the party of former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
backed him in the presidential
electionin1997.Tararwasaclose
friend of Sharif, who won the
parliamentaryelectionsin1997.

Former Pakistan
President Rafiq
Tarar dies at 92

China slams Washington
over Quad, North Korea

AP&REUTERS
BEIJING,MARCH7

CHINA’S FOREIGN Minister on
Monday called Russia Beijing’s
“mostimportantstrategicpartner,”
amiditscontinuedrefusal tocon-
demn the invasion of Ukraine.
WangYisaidtieswithMoscowcon-
stituted“oneofthemostcrucialbi-
lateralrelationshipsintheworld."
“Nomatterhowperilousthe

internationallandscape,wewill
maintainourstrategicfocusand
promote the development of
comprehensive China-Russia
partnership in the new era,”
Wang told reporters at a news
conference on the sidelines of
the annual meeting of China's
ceremonialparliament.
“Thefriendshipbetweenthe

two peoples is iron clad,” he
added. China has broken with
the US, Europe and others that
have imposed sanctions on
Russia after its invasion of
Ukraine.Chinasaysthatthesov-

ereigntyandterritorial integrity
of all nations should be re-
spected, but that sanctions cre-
ate new issues and disrupt the
processofapoliticalsettlement.
Muchattentionhasbeenpaid

to ameeting between Chinese
leader Xi Jinping and President
Vladimir Putin inBeijingonFeb.
4, afterwhich the sides issued a
joint statement affirming “their
strongmutualsupportforthepro-

tectionof theircoreinterests."
RussiaendorsedChina’sview

of Taiwanasan “inalienablepart
of China, andopposes any forms
ofindependenceofTaiwan,"while
ChinabackedRussia inopposing
thefurtherenlargementofNATO.
“Solvingcomplexproblemsre-

quires calmness and rationality,
rather thanadding fuel to the fire
andintensifyingcontradictions,”Yi
saidonthesidelinesoftheannual
meetingofChina’sparliament.
China has already done

“somework” to promote peace
talks and has all along been in
contactwithall sides,headded.
“China iswilling to continue

to play a constructive role in
pushing for peace and promot-
ing talks, and iswilling towork
with the international commu-
nity to carry out necessaryme-
diationwhenneeded.”
Chinaproposesthat“humani-

tarianaction”must abideby the
principlesofneutralityandimpar-
tiality, andhumanitarian issues
shouldnotbepoliticised,headded.

Russia chief strategic partner,
friendship iron clad, says China

London: Police detained more
than4,300peopleonSundayat
Russia-wide protests against
President Vladimir Putin’s in-
vasionofUkraine, according to
an independent protest moni-
toring group.
Thousands of protesters

chanted “No to war!” and
“Shame on you!”, according to
videospostedonsocialmediaby
oppositionactivistsandbloggers.
Dozens of protesters in the

UralscityofYekaterinburgwere
shownbeingdetained.Onepro-
tester there was shown being
beaten on the ground by police
in riot gear. Amural in the city

showing Putinwasdefaced.
Russia's interiorministrysaid

earlier that policehaddetained
around3,500people, including
1,700 in Moscow, 750 in St
Petersburgand1,061inothercities.
Theinteriorministrysaid5,200peo-
plehadtakenpart intheprotests.
TheOVD-Infoprotestmonitoring
groupsaidithaddocumentedthe
detentionofat least4,366people
in56differentcities.
"The screws are being fully

tightened - essentially we are
witnessingmilitarycensorship,"
Maria Kuznetsova, OVD-Info's
spokeswoman, said by tele-
phone fromTbilisi. REUTERS

4,300 anti-war protesters
detained in Moscow: Police

Zahony: The violin was so
beloved byMyroslava Sherbina
it was the one item she took as
she fledUkraine, alongwith the
clothesshewore.Buttheinstru-
ment has remained silent since
the start of Russia’s invasion of
hercountry.“Ididn’twanttoplay
soIcouldhearthesirensandwe
couldgotothebombshelter,”the
20-year-oldSherbinasaid.
She is among themore than

1.7millionpeoplewhohavefled
Ukraine in what the United
Nations calls Europe’s fastest-

growing refugee crisis since
WorldWar II. Thenumber is up
from1.5million on Sunday, the
U.N. refugeeagencysaid.
Sherbina spoke to The

AssociatedPressatatrainstation
inHungary,oneofdozensofmu-
sicianswiththeYouthSymphony
Orchestra of Ukraine who are
nowrefugees.Butthatwasn’tthe
end of their journey. Theywere
ontheirwaytoSloveniaaspartof
ajointevacuationmissionwitha
Slovenianorchestra.
“There’s a groupof about 90

people coming to this particular
trainstation,”saidUrosDokl,avol-
unteer fromSloveniawho came
the665kilometres(413miles)to
greet the orchestra members.
“Not all of themaremembers of
theorchestra,buttheyareyoung
peopleplayingmusic,andyoung
peopleofcourseneedguidance.”
Sherbina,theviolinplayer,said

she’sconfidentthewarinUkraine
willendsoonandshe’llbeableto
return tohome.Until then, she’ll
refine her skills in Slovenia, a
countryshe’snevervisited. AP

‘I want to feel safe’: Ukraine youth orchestra now refugees

Refugeeswait inacrowdfor
transportation inMedyka,
PolandonMonday.AP

Moscowsetsceasefire forevacuations;diplomatsof bothsides tomeetonThursday

Zelenskyywarnsof renewedRussianattacks

US assures Baltics of NATO security

Chinasaid itwillmaintain
strategic focusand
promote partnership
withRussia.ReutersFile

London:Russia has toldUkraine
it is readytohaltmilitaryopera-
tions“inamoment”ifKyivmeets
a list of conditions, the Kremlin
spokesmansaidonMonday.
DmitryPeskovsaidMoscow

was demanding Ukraine cease
military action, change its con-
stitution to enshrine neutrality,
acknowledgeCrimeaasRussian
territory,andrecognisethesep-
aratist republicsofDonetskand
Luganskas independent states.
ItwasthemostexplicitRussian

statement so far of the terms it
wantstoimposeonUkrainetohalt
what it calls its “specialmilitary
operation”, now in its 12th day.

Peskov toldReuters thatUkraine
wasawareoftheconditions.“And
theyweretoldthatall thiscanbe
stoppedinamoment.”
Therewasno immediate re-

action fromtheUkrainianside.
TheKremlin spokesman in-

sistedRussiawasnot seeking to
makeanyfurtherterritorialclaims
onUkraine and said itwas “not
true” that itwasdemandingKyiv
behandedover.“Wereallyarefin-
ishing the demilitarisation of
Ukraine.Wewill finish it. But the
mainthing is thatUkraineceases
itsmilitaryaction.Theyshouldstop
theirmilitaryactionand thenno
onewillshoot,"hesaid.REUTERS

Kremlin: Russia will stop in a
moment if Kyiv meets terms

Userswillno longerbeable
topostnewvideosor
livestreams,TikToksaid.AP

Policedetainananti-warprotesterinYekaterinburgonSunday.Reuters

Refugee numbers up to 1.7 mn: UN

Russia snubs UN court hearings

Imran Khan vows ‘zero
tolerance’ for terrorists
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Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMCL)
Assuring Quality, Saving Lives.

In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-III, Bhubaneswar -751 007
Tel.: 0674 - 2380608/2380662, Website: www.osmcl.nic.in, Email: gaosmcl.od@nic.in

EOI Ref. No.: OSMCL/QA/EOI/01/2022-23 Date: 07.03.2022
Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited from interested bidders for Empanelment of
Drug Testing Laboratories as per the particulars mentioned below:

CAD-3084

SI. No. Particulars Date and time

1 Date & time of release of bid 07.03.2022, 3 PM

2 Date & time of Pre-offer meeting 11.03.2022, 11:30 AM
Venue : Conference Hall, Odisha State Medical Corporation Ltd.
Convent Square, Unit - III, Bhubaneswar

3 Date & time of Online bid submission Start Date & Time End Date & Time

17.03.2022, 3 PM 07.04.2022, 6 PM

4 Date & time for submission of EOI Documents as per Section-IV of EOI
documents

08.04.2022, 10 AM 18.04.2022 till 11:00 AM

5 Date & time of online Technical bid opening 18.04.2022, 11:30 am

6 Date of opening of Price Bid To be informed to the qualified bidders

The EOI document with all information relating to the bidding process including cost of EOI document, EMD declaration, pre-
qualification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the websites: www.osmcl.nic.in and
https://tendersodisha.gov.in. The Authority reserves the right to accept / reject any part thereof or all the bids without
assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/-
Managing Director
OSMC Ltd., Odisha

OIPR-10112/11/0069/2122

NOTICE FOR E-INVITATION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
EMPANELMENT OF DRUG TESTING LABORATORIES

¸FWXFSXFáÑX ¾FFÀF³F
IiYeOXF ½F ¹Fb½FIY ÀFZ½FF ÀFa¨FFÕX³FFÕX¹F

¸FWXFSXFáÑX SXFª¹F, ´Fb¯FZ
dªF»WXF IiYeOXF Ad²FIYFSXe IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F, AWX¸FQ³F¦FSX

d³Fd½FQF ÀFc̈ F³FF
dªF»WXF IiYeOXF Ad²FIYFSXe, AWX¸FQ³F¦FSX WZX dªF»ÁëF°FeÕX

d½Fd½F²F ÀFaÀ±FFa³FF ½¹FF¹FF¸F ÀFFdWX°¹F ´FbSX½FNXF IYSX¯¹FFÀFFNXe ·FFSX°FF°FeÕX
´FSX½FF³FF²FFSXIY/ ³FûÔQ¯FeIÈY°F, ¸FF³¹F°FF´FiF´°F, A³Fb·F½Fe CX°´FFQIY/
d½F°FSXIY ¹FFa¨FZIYOcX³F Qû³F dÕXRYFRYF ½F Jb»¹FF À´F²FFÊ°¸FIY ´Fð°Fe³FZ
AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F d³Fd½FQF ¸FF¦Fd½F°F AFWZX°F.

d³Fd½FQF IYF¦FQ´FÂFFa¨¹FF ÀFa´Fc¯FÊ ¸FFdWX°FeIYdSX°FF B¨LcXIY
d³Fd½FQF²FFSXIYFa³Fe http://mahatenders.gov.in ¹FF
½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMXÕXF ·FZMX ôFF½Fe. d³Fd½FQF AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F ÀFFQSX IYSXF½F¹FF¨Fe AFWZX
AFd¯F d³Fd½FQF ÀFFQSX IYSX¯¹FF¨FF Aad°F¸F dQ³FFaIY sv ¸FF¨FÊ, sqss
SXûªFe ÀFF¹FaIYFTe qv.qq ½FFªFZ´F¹FÊa°F AFWZX.
ªFF.IiY. dªFIiYeA/½¹FFÀFFd³F/sqsr-sqss/IYF-s/rtuy

À½FFÃFdSX°F/-
·FF¦¹FßFe d¶FÕZX,

dªF»WXF IiYeOXF Ad²FIYFSXe,
(OXeªFeAF¹F´FeAFSX/sqsr-sqss/uzty) AWX¸FQ³F¦FSX

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,,KKuummaarr SuryanshThakur S/o
Anil ThakurR/o,C-282,
ChanakiyaMarg,Chajjupur
Shahdara,Delhi-110032,inform
thatKumar SuryanshThakur&
SuryanshThakurbothname
areoneandsameperson.My
correct name is Kumar
SuryanshThakur.

0040605456-1

ll,,SSRRII PRAKASHGUPTA,SON
OF,LATEBINDESHWARI
PRASAD,VILL+PO-FULWARIA,
DISTT-CHHAPRA,BIHARPIN-
841460,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAME,FROMSRI PRAKASH
GUPTATOPRAKASHGUPTA,
VIDE-AFFIDAVITDATED.7-3-
2022. 0040605485-10

II,,ZZAAIINNAHMAD, S/O.ZAKI
AHMAD,ADD-1671,GALI
SHABANKHANRODGRAN
CENTRALDELHI-110006,
Changedchangedmyname to
ZAINULABEDEEN,
permanantly. 0040605492-4

II,,TToossiibbaaW/O-MohdSaleemR/O-
House-No-1777,PataudiHouse
KuchaDakhni,Rai DaryaGanj,
NewDelhi-110002, Have
ChangedMy,NameToTosifa
BegumFor all,FuturePurposes.

0040605498-11

II,,SSuummiitt Shokken S/o-Anoop
ShokeenR/oKabaPanaPol-
75,Chhawla,SouthWestDelhi-
110071,have changedmyname
toSumit Shokeen,for all
purposes. 0040605492-3

II,,SSiiyyaannaanndd Sharmaalias
SiyanandBhardwaj alias
SianandS/oNandlal R/oAA-
287,ShalimarBaghDelhi-
110088,changedmyname to
Siyanand. 0040605486-4

II,,SSeeeemmaaRaniW/o-Manoj
Ahuja,H.No.3143,Mahendra
Park, Rani Bagh, Saraswati
Vihar,Delhi-110034,have
changedmyname toSeema
Ahuja,Permanently

0040605485-7

II,,SSaattiinnddeerr KaurD/o-Pirth Pal
SinghR/o-J-1/295DDA-FLATS
KALKAJI DELHI 110019,HAVE
CHANGEDMYMINORSON
NAME,FROMAARUSHTO IKJOT
SINGH. 0040605485-8

II,,SSaannjjaayyGupta,S/oShri.Om
PrakashGupta,R/oB-692, J.J.
Colony,Tigri, New-Delhi-
110080,have changedmyname
fromSanjayGupta to Sanjay
KumarGupta, for all purposes.

0040605485-9

II,,RReeeett Goel D/oAnkurKumar
Goyal R/o-131 SuryaNiketan,
Vikas-MargDelhi-110092,have
changedmyname toRitika
Goyal,for all purposes.

0040605485-2

II,,RRaajjeennddrraaKumar Sagar S/o
DayaSagarR/o-4/2822-AGali
No.2,Bihari Colony,Shahdara
Delhi-110032,have changedmy
name toRajendraKumar,for all
purposes. 0040605485-6

II,,RRAAJJEESSHHSINGHS/OGANDHARB
SINGHR/OHNO.P-7/4,
TARAPOREENCLAVE,
RANGPURI,DELHI-110070.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETORAJESH
FORALLPURPOSES.

0040605498-7

II,,PPrriinnccee kumar S/o,yagpal singh
R/o, RZ-121,DeepenclaveVikas
nagar, Uttamnagar,NewDelhi-
110059,have changedmyname
toPokhraj. 0040605486-3

II,,PPaarraammjjeeeett KaurArora,W/o
Surender SinghR/o-87,DDA-
Flats,Pocket-10Dwarka,Delhi-
110045, have changedmyname
toParmjeet Kaur.

0040605492-9

II,,PPaannkkaajj Dua,S/ORamLal
Dua,R/OA-44,Anand
Vihar,UttamNagar,New-Delhi-
110059,HaveChangedmy
MinorDaughter’sName
LavyaaDua to Lavyaa.

0040605486-9

II,,PPRRIIYYAANNKKAAAGGRAWALW/O-
MANOJKUMARAGGARWAL
R/o-HOUSE.NO.902,THEVIJETA
GROUPHOUSINGSOCIETY,
SECTOR-2,PLOT.NO.23-24,
BALLABHGARH121004,HAVE
CHANGEDMY,NAMETO
PRIYANKAAGGARWAL,FORALL
PURPOSE. 0040605492-8

II,,PPRREEMMKUMARS/OHIRALAL
R/OH.NO- 11BHIMGALI
BHAGWANNAGARASHRAM
DELHI-110014, HAVECHANGED
MYNAMEPREMKUMARTO
PREMKUMARGUPTA.

0040605498-2

II,,NNiisshhaaKhariW/oPawanKumar
Khari R/oRZA-19/B,Gali No.-5,
Pul PrahladPur, Badarpur, New
Delhi-110044,have changedmy
name toManishaKhari.

0040605486-1

II,,NNeehhaaPanjwani,W/O-Shri Nitin
Vatwani,R/O-H-39,Ashok
Vihar,Phase-1, Delhi-
110052,have changedmyname
toNehaPanjwani Vatwani.

0040605492-11

II,,NNaavveeeennKumarChauhan,S/o
AshokKumarChauhan,R/o-
103,Gali No.4, Bhadana-
Chowk,Nagla-EnclavePart-
2,Faridabad(Haryana)-121005,
have changedmyname to
NaveenChauhan.

0040605498-8

II,,KKEETTAANNS/OVIJAYKUMAR
CHOUDHARYR/OD-156,
ANTRIKSHAPARTMENT,
SECTOR-14 EXTN,ROHINI,
DELHI-110085.CHANGEDMY
NAMETOKETANCHOUDHARY.

0040605498-4

II,, VishanuKumar S/oSubhash
R/oH.No.147, Faridabad,
Haryanachangedmyname to
VishnuKumar.

0040605520-3

II,,NNIITTIIKKSSHHAAD/OAJAYKUMAR
R/O27-D,POLICECOLONY,
MODELTOWN-II,DELHI-
110009.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETONITIKSHANAIN.

0040605492-1

IIRanaTabassumD/oHashimAli
AnsariW/o FurkanAhmedR/o
39A, Third Floor, Amrit Nagar,
NearNDSE - Part -l, NewDelhi-
110003have changedmyname
toRainaAhmed for all future
purposes. 0040605323-9

II,,MMaannjjoott SinghS/oGurmeet
SinghSalujaR/o.Plot.no.5 floor
F-1,Main Shanti Kunj, Vasant
KunjNewDelhi-110070,have
changedmyname toManjot
SinghSaluja,for all future
purpose. 0040605498-10

II,,KKaammaall S/O-Ashokkumar,R/O-
PalmOlympia,FlatNo.92,
Tower.No.11,Sector-16-C,
Greater-Noida-West,
GautamBudhNagar,Utter-
Pradesh-201308,HaveChanged
MyNameToKamal Bhasin, For
All Purposes. 0040605485-3

II,,JJaaiiPrakashSinghS/o
Ramadhar SinghR/o
1/6732,S/F, East Rohtash
Nagar,Shahdara,North
East,Delhi-32,have changedmy
name to JayPrakashSingh
all,purposes. 0040605498-9

II,,IInnddiirraaDeviNambiath
Ramachandran,w/oRajan
ThamarasseryNarayanan,R/o
E-10,Type-IV, 10th-Floor,
Tower.No-8,NBCC-Building,
KidwaiNagar, Delhi-
110023,have changedmyname
to IndiraRajan,permanently

0040605498-1

II,,HHAARRIISSHHKUMARS/O JAGAN
SINGHR/O174/1HARI-NAGAR
ASHRAMDELHI-110014,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMEHARISH
KUMARTOHARISHNAGAR.

0040605485-1

II,,GGUURRUUDDAAYYAALL SINGH,S/O
BHAJANSINGHRESIDENT
368/12,DELHI ROAD,DELHI
CAMP,SONIPAT,HARYANAHAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
GURDIALSINGH.

0040605486-11

II,,BBhhaasskkaarrBhatt,S/oDevi Dutt
Bhatt,R/oHouse,No.115,
Sector-12, Holi-Child auxilium-
School South-West,Delhi-
110022,have changedmyminor
daughter’s name,fromYanni
Bhatt aged-07-years toNavya
Bhatt,for all purposes.

0040605486-7

II,,AAaayyuusshh SinghS/O,Dinesh
KumarR/O,DA-255, SFS,Flat
Shalimar-BaghDelhi-110088,
have changedmyname to
AayushSinghPundir.

0040605492-7

II,,AASSHHAAW/OSHIVMOHANR/OE-
14,GALINO.10,GURU-NANK
ROAD,ADARSHNAGAR,DELHI-
110033. HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOASHAMIGLANI.

0040605498-5

II,,ShashikaSachdevD/OPankaj
Sachdev, R/OG-39, jangpura
extension, NewDelhi-110014,
have changedmyname to
Shasika Sachdev vide
notarizedaffidavit dated
14/01/2022 atNewDelhi

0050193324-1

II,,Samrathjit Kochar s/o
Swarnjit Singh r/o 18ARoadNo-
71, Punjabi Baghwest,Delhi-
110026, have changedmyname
toSAMRATHJIT SINGH
permanently. SAMRATHJIT
SINGHANDSAMRATHJIT
KOCHARbothare sameand
oneperson. 0040605438-1

II,,RAGHUVENDER, S/OShri Ajit
SinghR/OPlotNo-7, Ground
Floor, Block-G, StreetNo.8.1,
Emilia Independent Floors,
Sector-82, Vatika IndiaNext,
Sikanderpur, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122004, have changed
myminor (DOB: 13.08.2015)
son’s name fromSIDDHARTH to
SIDDHARTHRAGHU for all
FuturePurposes.

0040605448-1

II,,NishaGuptaD/oTriveni
PrasadGupta, R/o-Flat.No-303
Tower-B12/A,RPSSavana-City
Sector-88,Faridabad,Haryana-
121002,have changed thename
ofmyminor SonLakkshya
Gupta to LakkshhyaGupta
Permanenty. 0040605471-2

II,,KeshavKaushik s/oAnand
KaushikR/OE-65, Ground Floor,
Sector-1,Rohini, Delhi-110085,
myNameWronglywrittenas
AbhayKaushik inmyLICPolicy
no.120465219but actual name
ofmine is KeshavKaushik for
all purpose. 0040605441-1

II,,Ashwani KumarGuptaS/oSh.
SatyaPrakashR/o-RZ-15,
Gali.No.1,Bajaj Enclave,
Kakrola,NewDelhi-110078,that
bymistakemyname iswritten
Ashwini KumarGupta inmy
passport butmycorrect name
isAshwani KumarGupta.
Ashwini KumarGuptaand
Ashwani KumarGuptabothare
theoneandbelongs to the
sameperson. 0040605433-1

IINiharikaDadheechD/oMr.
VinodKumaraged 34R/o 704
LinkApartment, 18 I P Extn,
Patparganj, Delhi 92 dohereby
declare thatI have changedmy
nameasNiharikaDadheech
fromNiharika. Currently all
records except passport
mentionedasNiharika
Dadheech. 0040605451-1

II,,MMoohhdd Shakil,S/o-Abdul
Rasheed,R/o-A-12Gali.no.3
Shashi-GardenPatparganj
Delhi,have changedmyname
toMohdShakeel Ansari,for all
purpose.

0040605520-2

II,,BBaabbuurraammChauhan
S/O,Mahipal R/O,H.No-B-
95,Street.No-8, Near-IndraPark
Shalimar-BaghVillage,Delhi-
110088,have changedmyname
toBabuRam.

0040605492-6

IIManjeet KaurW/o- RISHI PAL
R/O-4/2891 STREETNO-1-C
BIHARI COLONYSHAHDARA
DELHI-110032HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOMANJEETKOUR
FORALL FUTUREPURPOSES

0070775916-1

IIHoneyGuptaS/oDineshGupta
R/oHouseNo-2136, Shahid
Park, Nai Basti, Narela, Delhi-
110040, have changedmyname
toAbhayGupta

0070775917-1

II,,MohakR/O01 1st Floor Pocket
C-3Rohini , Sector- 11North
WestDelhi, Delhi- 110085have
changedmyname toMohakV
Malshet. 0070775889-1

I,VIJAYPALSINGHCHAUHAN
S/O JAGDISHSINGHR/O31/A
AND44/A,RAJEEV-NAGAR,
ROHINI,DELHI-110086.
CHANGEDMYNAMETOVIJAY
PALSINGH. 0040605498-3

I,RANENDRAPRASADUNIYAL
S/OHARI RAMUNIYALR/O
2494,SECTOR-C,POCKET-
2,VASANT-KUNJ,DELHI-110070.
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
RAJENDRAPRASADUNIYAL.

0040605498-6

I,NEETABHATT,W/O.MAHESH
CHANDER,ADD-1637,LAXMIBAI
NAGAR ,DILLI HAAT I.N.A
SOUTH-WESTDELHI 110023,
changedmyname toNEETA
UPADHYAY,Permanently.

0040605492-5

II,,AbhaRaniMathurW/oBrijesh
ChandraMathur, R/o-B-249
Saraswati-vihar, Pitampura,
Delhi-110035, have changedmy
name toAbhaMathur
Permanently 0040605471-1

II,,ASHIMASETHI ,w/oSUSHANT
LONGANI, R/oof F- 80, Sector
41, Noida- 201303, UTTAR
Pradeshhave changedmy
Minordaughter’s name from
AURAALOK toAURASETHI.

0070775902-1

II,, RadhikaSethW/o
HemmanshuSethhR/o L1-
1503, T-1, 15th Floor, Express
ParkView, Sector-Chi-V,
GreaterNoidaU.P. have
changedmyname to Kritie
Sethh for all futurepurposes.

0070775919-1

IIhave changedmyname from
Reena toReenaTomar for all
futurepurposes. ReenaTomar
W/oAnil TomarR/oW-25,
Sector-12, Noida, Distt.-
GautamBudhNagar-201301

0070775922-1

IIhave changedmyname from
Anil toAnil Tomar for all future
purposes. Anil Tomar S/oRuab
SinghTomarR/oW-25, Sector-
12Noida, Distt.-GautamBudh
Nagar-201301 0070775920-1

IIhave changedmynameArsha
Singh toArshaSinghGupta
henceforth itwill beKnownas
ArshaSinghGuptaD/oShish
Pal SinghR/o 143, Jagriti
EnclaveAnandVihar, Delhi.

0040605443-1

IIRafiMohammedS/oAli
MohammedR/oH.No.7848, Nai
Basti, BaraHinduRao, Delhi-
110006have changedmyname
toRafiMohammadS/oAli
Mohammad for all purposes.

0040605464-8

IIPriyankaKhannaW/oMr.
Vishal KhannaR/oC-7/142,
Sector-5, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed thenameofmy
minor son fromAdityaKhanna
toAdityaRaaghavKhanna for
all purposes. 0040605464-9

IIMehakGargD/oSh. Sanjay
GargR/o 5CCourt Road, Near
OldPolice Line, Civil Lines,
NorthDelhi, Delhi-110054have
changedmyname toNimisha
MehakGarg for all purposes.

0040605464-7

II,,IInndduuDuaW/O-Pankaj Dua,R/O
A-44,AnandVihar,UttamNagar,
New-Delhi-110059,Have
ChangedmyName to Indu
Baghel. 0040605486-8

II,,NeelimaW/OMR. TekChand
R/OF-12/F, DDAFlats,Munirka,
NewDelhi-110067, have
changedmyname toNeelima
Kain. 0040605455-1

II,,AvneetKaurw/oKawaljeet
SinghDhir r/oHouseno-45/A,
Near ShalimaarCinema,Hari
NagarAshram,Delhi-110014,
have changedmyname to
AVNEETKAURDHIR
permanently. 0040605438-2

II,,DDuunnggeerr SinghS/o JethuSingh
R/oA-104,RajbagYozna,
Soorsagar, Jodhpur,
Rajasthan-342024have
changedmyname toDungar
SinghRajpurohit.

0040605520-1

II,,DDEEEEPPAAKK SINGHCHAUHANS/O
VIJAYPALSINGHR/O31/AAND
44/A,RAJEEV-NAGAR,ROHINI,
DELHI-110086.HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETODEEPAKSINGH.

0040605492-2

II,,BBeehhddii Singh,S/ORampal Singh
DhamaR/OC-360/1,Gali.no-
10,NewUsmanpur, Delhi-
110053,have changedmyname
toBhedi Dhama,for
all,purposes. 0040605485-4

II,,MMOOHHAAMMMMAADDKAMISH
S/O.RAFIQUDDINMALIK
R/O.2590-91 3RD-FLOOR
BISMILLAHAPARTEMENT
SHANKARGALIASAFALI-
ROAD,DELHI CHANGEDMY
NAMEASKAMISHMALIK,FOR
ALLPURPOSES. 0040605485-5

II,,MMoonniikkaaW/oManoj KumarR/o-
C-173 Second-Floor Prashant
Vihar Rohini Delhi-110085,
changedmyname toMonika
Rathee. 0040605486-5

II,,MMeeeennaaW/oSuresh
Sachdeva,R/o 755,Dr.
MukherjeeNagar,Delhi-110009
have changedmyname to
MeenaSachdeva, for all
purposes. 0040605486-6

II,,MMAANNOOJJKUMARS/OCHETAN
DASSRESIDENTHOUSENO-835,
SECTOR-14,SONIPAT,HARYANA
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
MANOJBATRA. 0040605486-10

II,,KKhhuusshhii SrivastavaD/OSanjay
KumarSrivastavaR/o 2954,
LaxmanVihar, Gurgaon,
Haryanachangedmyname to
Ishita Srivastava 40605486-2

II,,AAsscchhaarrjj Lal S/O,Mr.KundanLal
Anand,R/O-AJ-36CShalimar
Bagh,Delhi-110088,have
changedmyname toAscharj
Lal Anand,for all purposes.

0040605492-10

HHIINNDDUUSSTTAANNANTIBIOTICS LTD.,
Pimpri, Pune- 411018. NEEDS
AGENCYFORa) Providing
Unskilled/ Semi-skilled/
SkilledCasual labours for
various jobsonmandaysbasis
b) SecurityAgency for its
Factory andColonypremises
at Pimpri, Pune- 411018, From
01-04-2022 to 31-03-2023. For
details visit ourwebsite
hindantibiotics.in

0070775864-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT,
SM. RAJIV VAID S/O LATE SH. H.P. VAID R/O
246, SUNEHRI BAGH APARTMENT, SECTOR-
13, ROHINI, DELHI-110045. IS THE OWNER OF
SOCIETY BUILT - UP FLAT BEARING NO. 245,
SITUATED AT SUNEHRI BAGH CGHS LTD.,
PLOT NO. 15, SECTOR - ROHINI, DELHI- 110085
AND HE HAS LOST/ MISPLACED ALL
DOCUMENTS INCLUDING ORIGINAL
POSSESSION LETTER, ALLOTMENT LETTER,
SHARE CERTIFICATE, GENERAL POWER OF
ATTORNEY, AGREEMENT TO SELL AND
RECEIPT ETC. IN RESPECT OF ABOVE SAID
FLAT & HE HAS LODGED A FIR/NCR VIDE LR
NO. 188316/2022 DATED 05.03.2022, WITH
POLICE STATION, CRIME BRANCH, DELHI, IF
ANY BODY FIND THE SAID DOCUMENTS,
INFORM HIM AT THE ABOVE SAID ADDRESS
OR PH. NO.:- 9350224866.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/ SHE
SHOULD FILE AN FIR & GIVE INTIMATION TO
DY/ASST. DIRECTOR, GH. DDA VIKAS SADAN,
INA, NEW DELHI WITH IN 30 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-
SACHIN KUMAR (Advocate)

EnrI. No. D/2092/08

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client RANI W/O SHRI RAJINDER SINGH
R/O QUARTER NO. 655, FIRST FLOOR,
AMBEDKAR AWAS YOJNA, STREET NO. 3,
BLOCK 33, MCD FLATS, JAHANGIR PURI,
DELHI-110033, (AADHAR NO. 5462 3002
0225), have debarred her son MR. SONU & her
daughter-in-law MRS. SUNITA & her grandson
HARSHIT, her granddaughter NITISHA, from all
movable and immovable properties/ assets, and
their personal life. Anybody dealing with them in
civil and criminal matters shall be doing at
his/her/their all risks, cost and responsibility, and
have severed all relation with her due to her
misconduct, bad behavior, bad company and
bad intentions, Any person dealing with them or
severally shall be doing so at their own risk. My
client shall not be responsible in any manner for
any kind of legal-illegal act, deed done by her son
MR. SONU & her daughter-in-law MRS.
SUNITA & her Grandson HARSHIT, her
Granddaughter NITISHA.

Sd/- SANJEEV JAIN (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-226/1991

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENTS KANWAR PAL RANA SON OF SHRI
CHARAN SINGH RANA AND SMT. BALESH WIFE OF
SHRI KANWAR PAL RANA BOTH RESIDENTS OF D-
226, LAXMI PARK, NANGLOI, NEW DELHI-110041
DO HEREBY HAVE DEBARRED AND DISINHERITED
THEIR SON NAMELY NITIN RANA & HIS WIFE SMT.
KOMAL CHAUDHARY & GRAND SON NAMELY
VAIDANSH RANA FROM THEIR MOVEABLE AND
IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES FOR ALL PURPOSES
AS WELL AS SEVERE THEIR RELATIONS WITH
THEIR NITIN RANA & HIS WIFE SMT. KOMAL
CHAUDHARY & GRAND SON NAMELY VAIDANSH
RANA. MY CLIENTS HAVE NO CONTROL OVER
THEIR SAID SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW.
ANYBODY WHO DEALS WITH THEM SHALL BE
DOING SO AT THEIR OWN RISKS AND
CONSEQUENCES AND MY CLIENTS SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF THEIR ACTS,
OMISSIONS AND COMMISSION AND THEIR
MATRIMONIAL DISPUTES.

Sd/-
(DIVAKAR SHARMA)

ADVOCATE
OFFICE: D-193/3, NANGLOI-PASCHIM VIHAR

ROAD, D-BLOCK, NANGLOI, NEW DELHI-110041

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is informed public at large
that our clients Ms. Geeta
Kumar W/o Rajbir and Sh.
Rajbir S/o Dharya Ram both
R/o House No. 6/372, Trilok
Puri, Delhi - 110091 disown
their son namely Sandeep and
his wife namely Aashi from all
movable and immovable
properties and also sever all
relation with them, due to their
act of disobediences and ill
treatment.
NAVJOT KUMAR ADVOCATE

Ch: 403, Lawyers Chamber Block -lIl,
Delhi High Court, New Delhi - 110003

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby inform to the Public at large
that Our clients, (1) Smt. Sarla Grover
W/O Lt. Shri Prabhu Dayal Grover (2)
Pardeep Grover (3) Jugal Kishor Grover
Both S/O Late Shri Prabhu Dayal Grover,
All resident of 1st Floor /3rd Floor and
2nd Floor( Residing Separately as per the
terms of MOU), at H. NO. 338 Pocket -1,
Paschim Puri New Delhi, breaks all kind
of relation with their family member i.e.
Mr. Sharan Grover, his wife Suman and
their Children because of their unlawful
conduct and uncontrolled behavior. My
clients shall not be responsible for their
any act/conduct or of any liability, if
anyone deals with them, may deal at their
own cost and consequences.

Sd/-
D.C.Akarniya

Advocate
(Enrol No. D/1572/95)

C-24B, CL JOSPEH BLOCK
Tis Hazari Courts Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED ON BEHALF OF
MY CLIENT SH Om Prakash
Chawla S/o Late Sh H.R
Chawla Resident of Flat No.
201, Block-B, Aashiyan
Residency, Kapashera, South,
Delhi-110037 has sold the
property bearing no 2654,
Mezanine Floor, Bank Street,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi to Smt
Indu Chawla vide Sale Deed
duly registered vide Registration
Number 2689, in Book No.1,
Volume no 18720 on pages 174
to 182 dated 22.3.2021 duly
registered in the office of Sub-
Registrar-III, New Delhi for
lawful consideration. That my
aforesaid client has also sold
the agricultural land measuring
2.33 Acre situated at Village
Brijwasan, New Delhi to Smt
Renuka Chawla and Smt Ritika
Chawla vide Registered Sale
Deed duly registered vide
registration Number 379 in Book
No.1, Volume no 10662 on
pages 155 to 162 on dated
13.1.2021 in the office of Sub-
Registrar-IX, New Delhi. That
similarly my client has also sold
the portion of property bearing
no 2654, Ground Floor, Bank
Street, Karol Bagh, New Delhi to
Smt Indu Chawla vide
registration Number 2691, in
Book No 1, Volume no 18721 on
pages 1 to 9 on dated 22.3.2021
duly registered in the office of
Sub-Registrar-Ill, New Delhi.
That my client states that after
the Sale of the aforesaid
properties by my client, my
client has left with no claim,
right, title or interest in the said
properties and has handed over
the vacant peaceful possession
of the properties/ premises to
the aforesaid owners as per law.
All Tax liabilities, House Tax/
Conversion Charges/ Parking
etc as payable to Government
Agencies shall be the liability of
the aforesaid purchasers from
the date of its respective
purchase by them.
My client has also voluntarily
retired from the business of M/s
Chawla Jewelers having
showroom at Bank Street Karol
Bagh, Delhi and at
M-Block Market, G.K-I, New
Delhi and has transferred the
previous shares/equity in M/s
Chawla Gems Private Limited
and now my client has no
liability of any nature with
respect to the said business of
both M/s Chawla Jewellers and
M/s Chawla Gems Private
Limited. The said businesses
are being run exclusively by the
sons of my client Sh Hemant
Chawla and Sh Rahul Chawla.
All Government Dues/ GST/
Income Tax or any third party
liability shall be payable by the
said persons. My client
reiterates that he is not doing
any jewelry business from the
said premises or is associated
with the business of the
aforesaid firm and M/s Chawla
Gems Private Limited and is not
responsible for the acts of the
present Management in any
manner. Any person dealing
with M/s Chawla Jewellers and
M/s Chawla Gems Private
Limited shall be doing so at their
own risk, cost and responsibility
and my client shall not be held
responsible for the omission
and commission of Sh Hemant
Chawla and Sh Rahul Chawla.

Sd/- SIMARANJIT SINGH
ADVOCATE

D-4972/2016
DELHI HIGH COURT AND

SUPREME COURT,
409 EXPRESS TOWER

AZADPUR, DELHI-33.
Ph. 8802354484.

ORDINARY
IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
(TESTAMENTARY INTESTATE JURISDICTION)
CITATION U/s 283, INDIAN SUCCESSION
ACT, 1925
In the matter of TEST CASE No. 05/2021

MRS. PATRICIA ANSARI @ JAMILA PATRICIA
ANSARI & ANR

PETITIONER
VS

STATE OF NCT OF DELHI
RESPONDENT

To,
RESPONDENT NO.2
Mr. Ravinder James
In the matter of estate of Late Henrietta Yasmin
James, D/o Late Mr. G.M. James (Late George
Mcleod James) R/o 14-A, Alipur Road, Civil
Lines, North Delhi, Delhi-110054.

Whereas Mrs. Patrica Ansari @ Jamila Patricia
Ansari W/o Late Md. Idris Ansari R/o 14-A,
Shamnath Marg @ 14-A, Alipur Road, Delhi-
110054 also at R/o 1, Park View Terrace,
Bradford, BD 9 4PD U.K. and Sabir Samuel
James, S/o Late Ms. H.Y. James, Through his
guardian Mrs. Patricia Ansari @ Jamila Patricia
Ansari R/o- 14-A, Alipur Raod Delhi - 110054 has
filed a petition U/S- 278 of the Indian Succession
Act, 1925 by the petitioners for grant of letter of
administration with the last will annexed/ executed
on 09.02.2019 by Late Ms. Henrietta Yasmin
James (Ms. H.Y. James) (Now deceased) D/o Dr.
Late Mr. G.M. James (Late George Mcleod James)
in respect of the properties as left by deceased
sister Ms. H.Y. James in favour of the petitioner.

And whereas the aforesaid case is fixed for hearing
on 23.03.2022 at 11:00 am before Joint Registrar
(Judicial) of this court. This citation is issued, in
terms of Section 283 of the said Act to all persons
claiming to have any interest in the properties of
the said deceased to come to this Court, file
objections, if any and take part in the proceedings
on the date specified above for the grant of Letters
of Administration.

Given under my hand and the seal of this Court, in
terms of the order dated 11.01.2022.

Sd/-
ASSISTANT/REGISTRAR

For REGISTRAR GENERAL
Seal

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
Devender Yadav S/o Jagdish Parsad
and his wife Roshani W/o Sh. Devender
Yadav both R/o H.No. 99 Village Begum
Pur Village, Nithari North West Delhi-
110086 who has disowned and
disinherited their son namely Mayanak
S/o Sh. Devender Yadav and his wife
Komal W/o Mayanak D/o Sh. Netar Pal
Yadav R/o 99, 1st Floor, Begum Pur
Village, Nithari, New Delhi-86 from all his
movable and immovable properties
because of is arrogant, adamant and
rude behaviour towards my client. Both
are out of control. My clients will not be
responsible for any act, deal or
agreement etc. done by his above name
son and his wife. my client is not liable to
anybody for their acts and deeds.

Sd/-
N.S. Yadav (Advocate)

74-A, D.D.A, Flat,
Ekta Enlave, Pira Garhi Delhi-87

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby
informed that my client Mr. Geetesh
Arora s/o Mahendra Pal Arora (died
on 28-04-21) has not inherited the
estate of his father & was/is not
responsible for any dealings or debts
or payments due on the estate of
deceased Mahendra Pal Arora.
Also note that my client Geetesh
Arora does not have any social &
financial dealings with Mrs. Sharda
Arora w/o Late Mahendra Pal Arora &
Mr. Tanuj Arora @ Appu s/o Late
Mahendra Pal Arora & Mrs. Bhawana
Arora w/o Tanuj Arora, all r/o 28-C,
Pocket-B, Dilshad Garden, Delhi
110095. Anybody dealing with
Sharda Arora & Tanuj Arora @ Appu
& Bhawana Arora will do so at
his/her/their own risk & responsibility.
My client &/or his heirs are not & shall
not be responsible for any act, deed
or dealing done by these people
named above.

Sumedha Dua (Advocate)
D/1049/2002

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public In General, is hereby informed that my
client Sh. Dinesh Kumar, S/o Sh. Narayan
Singh, R/o H.No. E-375, Street No.4, West
Karawal Nagar, Dayalpur, Delhi-110094 had
disowned and debarred her elder daughter
Shivani Prajapati and her husband Jai Kumar,
S/o Sh. Mahavir, R/o Sihi Village, Sector-4,
Faridabad, Haryana, from all his moveable
and immoveable properties including shops
and had severed all relations and connections
from the above named persons. My client
disowned her daughter due to her
disrespectful behaviour towards my client.
Shivani Prajapati and her husband Jai Kumar
will not have any claim/right over the self
owned and ancestral immoveable and
moveable properties of my client which
include bank accounts, lockers, shares etc.
Any person dealing with them shall do the
same at his own risk, peril and consequences
and my client will not be responsible for her/
their acts and deeds in any manner
whatsoever.

Sd/-
VIKAS SHARMA (Advocate)

Ch. No. B-94/95, B.G.S. Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL THAT MY CLIENT SMT.
GULSHAN NAGPAL W/O LATE KAILASH CHANDER
ALIAS KAILASH NAGPAL RESIDENT OF BC-33-C
(EAST) SHALIMAR BAGH DELHI, REPRESENTING
HERSELF TO BE THE SOLE AND ABSOLUTE OWNER
AND IN PHYSICAL POSSESSION OF DDA BUILT JANTA
FLAT NO: 33-C, BLOCK & POCKET-BC(EAST),
SHALIMAR BAGH, DELHI ON THE BASIS OF WILL
WHICH IS REGISTERED AS DOCUMENT NO.257, IN
BOOK NO-III, VOLUME NO. 544 PAGES NO. 99 TO 102,
DATED. 06-02-28-2018, DULY REGISTERED IN THE
OFFICE OF SUB-REGISTRAR-VI-A, PITAM PURA DELHI
EXECUTED BY HER HUSBAND LATE KAILASH
CHANDER ALIAS KAILASH NAGPAL WHO EXPIRED ON
23-09-2021. MY CLIENT SAYS THAT THE ABOVE SAID
FLAT IS FREE FROM ALL ENCUMBRANCES,
CHARGES, LIENS, MORTGAGE, GIFT ETC. ETC.
ANY OTHER PERSON HAVING ANY CLAIM/ OWNERSHIP
UPON THE ABOVE SAID FLAT OR ANY PART THEREOF
BY VIRTUAL INHERITANCE, AGREEMENT, CONTRACT,
MORTGAGE, LIEN OR CHARGE OVER THE AFORESAID
FLAT, WHOSOEVER AND OF WHATSOEVER NATURE, IS
HEREBY REQUIRED TO NOTIFY THE SAME IN WRITING,
ALONGWITH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
AGAINST HIS/HER/THEIR CLAIM TO THE UNDERSIGNED
WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE, FAILING WHICH MY CLIENT SHALL
CONCLUDE THE SALE AND ANY CLAIM AND/OR
OBJECTION, IF ANY, SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS WAIVED
ABANDONED NULL & VOID AND SHALL NOT BE BINDING
ON MY CLIENT IN ANY COURT OF LAW AFTER 15 DAYS.

Sd/-
ANGAD SAPRA (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D/2641/2019

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTT

II,,MANVINDERSINGHANANDS/o
MeherbanSinghR/o-H.I.G Flat
No.B–53, NavShakti
Apartment, Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi-110085have lostmyDDA
Allotment Letter, Share
Certificate, Agreement ToSell,
General PowerofAttorney,Will
&Receipt Etc. FinderContact:-
9862069691. 0070775918-1

II,, RupaPal,W/oVirenderKumar
Pal&VirenderKumarPal S/o
MrB.L Paul bothR/o. P2/20DLF
City Phase II, Gurugram122002
have lost our property-papers
(Original buyer agreement dt
9thOct 1985 and
supplementary agreement for
adding joint namedated 9th
June 1988). Findersmay
contactMb. 9971308298

0040605450-1

II,,KKaammaall KantArora,S/o Late
S.S.Arora&Ms.GitikaArora,D/o
Sh.Kamal KantArora,R/o-12/28
2nd-floor, OldRajender
Nagar,NewDelhi-110060,my
Builder BuyerAgreement,
Booking-Receipts, Possession
Certificate,NoDuesCertificate
dated-13.03.2014 respectively
issuedbyOmaxeLtd.(to
SushmaArora expiredon
12.12.2020) against theUnit
No.10, Second-Floor, Project
OmaxePlaza, (Commercial)
Sonepat ismisplaced-
somewhere,anypersonwho
finds it please return it to
Mr.Jitender atOmaxeLtd,7 L S
CKalkaji, NewDelhi-110019 or
call.No.9711800954.

0040605525-5

II,,SShhiivvaammYadav,S/oChhedi Lal
Yadav,R/o 28,Gali.No.2,Station-
BlockPrem-Nagar-1,Kirari
Suleman-NagarNangloi Delhi-
86,have lostmy10th-Class
certificatemarksheet Roll.
No.8206164 year-2015-16
passout,from-CBSEDelhi-
finderContact-9718085528.

0040605525-4

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PMGSY DIVISION BILLAWAR

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
e-NIT No: EEB/PMGSY/01 of 2021-22 Dated: 28.02.2022

TENDER NOTICE FOR HIRING OF VEHICLE
E-tenders (Online) are invited from reputed parties/agencies for supply-

ing vehicles One number Mahindra Scorpio (S5, S7 & S9) with driver on
Monthly Hire-basis for official use of Processing Of Monitoring Unit (PIU)
BILLAWAR UT Of J & K. Interested Parties/Agencies who are willing to
comply with the terms and conditions annexed to this notice, may submit
their bids, online, as given in the instructions for online bid submission
(Annexure-D).

There should be attachments for Technical Bid (Annexure-A), Financial
Bid in BOQ Format (Annexure-B) and Tender Acceptance Letter
(Annexure-C). The Financial Bid/Bids will be taken up only if the technical
specifications are found satisfactory, otherwise the Tender will be straight
way rejected.

Details of tender notice are available on the website: www.pmgsyten-
dersjk.gov.in

The details of the Vehicle to be hired is as under:

Data Sheet:

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

PMGSY Division Billawar

No: EE/PMGSY/B/2282-88
Dated: 28.02.2022
DIPJ-13871

Sr. Category No. of Usage
No. Vehicles

Required

1. Mahindra Scorpio 01 (One) To be used on daily basis with a
(S5, S7 & S9) ceiling of 2500 Km Per Month

A. This office may surrender the vehicle, if not needed by Processing Of
Monitoring Unit (PIU) Billawar by issuing 15 Days notice.
Rates are to be quoted inclusive of all taxes for the vehicle which may be
petrol or diesel version.

B. The Vehicle Should be Commercial (With Permit)

Item Description

Name of the Hirer Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Billawar

Tender Inviting Authority Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Billawar

Tender Name Hiring of Vehicle

Tender No. EEB/PMGSY/01of 2021-22 Dated: 28.02.2022

Call 1st

Method of Selection Open E-Tender

Availability of Tender Documents To be downloaded from www.pmgsytendersjk.gov.in

Date and time of Tender notice 28.02.2022 at 05.00 PM
issuance

Period of availability of Bidding 02.03.2022 at 04.00 PM to 15.03.2022 at 04.00 PM
Documents on website
www.pmgsytenders.gov.in

Bid Submission start date 02.03.2022 at 05.00 PM

Cost Of Tender Document Rupees One Thousand (non-refundable) only in
the form of e-challan/treasury chalan/ Receipt
favouring Executive Engineer PMGSY Div
Billawar by crediting the requisite charges to MH
0059-PWD (Revenue)

Last date and time for Bid/Proposal 15.03.2022 at 04.00 PM
submission (On or before)

Bid Opening Time, Date & Venue 12.00 Noon on 17.03.2022 at Office of The
Executive Engineer PMGSY Division Billawar,
Ward No. 7 Tilla Billawar.

Language of Bid Submission ENGLISH

Currency Indian Rupees (INR)

Period of Hiring 1st April 2022 to 31 March 2023

Note-1. The complete information along with tender booklet of above
E-Tenders will be available/ uploaded since Date of publishing on IREPS
website and shall be remained onWebsitewww.ireps.gov.in. up to 15:00
hrs on the due date of tender opening. 2. Bids other than in the form of
E-Bids shall not be accepted against above tenders. For this purpose,
vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website
along with Digital Signature Certificate issued by CCAunder ITAct-2000.
3. Rates entered into Financial Rate page and duly signed digitally shall
be considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any other form /
letter head if attached by vendors shall be straightway ignored and shall
not be considered. 4. Document being attached should be signed by the
tenderer on its body. 5. This tender notice have also been uploaded on
www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in 6. E-Tender Forms shall be issued free
of cost to all tenderers. 7. Payment of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) in
respect of e-Tendering shall be accepted through net banking or payment
gateway only. 8. Any firm recognized by Department of Industrial Policy
and Promotion (DIPP) as 'Startups' shall be exempted from payment of
earnest money deposit detailed above. 100%Govt. owned PSUs shall be
exempt from payment of earnest money deposit detailed above. Labour
Cooperative Societies shall deposit only 50% of above earnest money
deposit detailed above. 9. In case of any difficulty helpdesk available on
the website of IREPS may be approached. 10. Online E-Tender can be
submitted up to 15.00 hrs. on the due date of tender opening.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

For & on behalf of President of India, Sr. Divisional Mechanical Engineer
(C&W),Prayagraj North Central Railway, Prayagraj invites E- Tenders in
prescribed forms, from reputed contractorswith adequate experience and
financial capability for the under mentioned work up to 15 :00 Hrs of Date
of opening of tender-

E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE

NCR-M-PRYJ-PSO-04-22
Pre-fabricated site office for enroute C&W
points on ALD division and Pre-fabricated
rolling in examination light boxes.
Single packet system
` 6658876.60
` 133200
Nil
01 year

08.03.2022

30.03.2022

"Construction of buildings or sheds with
prefabricated segments or panels for
Central/StateGovt. organization/PSU."

E-Tender no.

Name of work

Tender system
Tender Value
E.M.D.
Cost of E-tender Form
Period of Work
Date of publishing on
IREPS website
Date of opening of
tender
Similar work definition
for minimum Eligibility
Criteria

North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in @CPRONCR
241/22 (SP)

E-Tender No. : Dated : 04.03.2022NCR-M-PRYJ-PSO-04-22

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Online bids on item rate basis are invited by the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Chauntra on behalf of the Governor
of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering system in two covers for the under mentioned work from the contractors/firms
of appropriate class enlisted with HP Jal Shakti Vibhag.
1.Name of work:- Balance Work for Lift Water Supply Scheme to PC Habitation of G.P. Bihun and Nauhali along with
House Hold Connections in Tehsil Joginder Nagar Distt. Mandi H.P.SH Construction of 1 No. RCC Storage Tank of 135000
Lit. Capacity and 10 Nos. RCC Storage Tank of 25000 Lit. Capacity and Birbed Wire Fencing
Estimated Cost : - Rs. 48,43,509/-Only Earnest Money : - Rs. 80,153/- Only Time Limit : - Six Months
Cost of tender document : - Rs. 800/-
2.Name of work:- Balance Work for Lift Water Supply Scheme to PC Habitation of G.P. Bihun and Nauhali along
with House Hold Connections in Tehsil Joginder Nagar Distt. Mandi (H.P.)(SH:- Laying, Jointing, Testing and
Carriage of G.I. Pipe of various dia varying from 32 mm to 65 mm dia = 59260 Rmt and Construction of Anchor
Blocks = 80 Nos.)
Estimated Cost : - Rs. 52,09,521/-Only Earnest Money : - Rs. 84,596/- Only Time Limit : - Six Months
Cost of tender document : - Rs. 800/-

Schedule of tendering:-

1. Bid Submission start date 07.03.2022 05.00 PM

2. Bid Submission end date 14.03.2022 05.00 PM

3. Opening of Cover-I 15.03.2022 at 11.30AM

4. Opening of Financial bid Date and place to be notified separately.

Conditions:-
Tender documents, Terms and conditions and other instruction can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal
https://hptenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer,
JS Division, Chauntra7421/HP

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER:: PWD BUILDING:: GUWAHATI-3

No. CE/TB-IV/33/2022/2

PRESS NOTICE
The Chief Engineer, P.W.D (Building), Assam, on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites Bids for
Technical & Financial offer as per Request for Proposal from qualified and experienced firms (criteria as
per in REP document) for providing “Project Management Consultancy Services” for the following
work:

• The details may be seen in e-procurement portal website i.e. www.assamtenders.gov.in.
• The validity period of the Bid shall be 180 days from the date of submission.
• The Bidders must be registered with the E-tendering system (ETS) of the Govt. of Assam.

(website: http//assamtenders.gov.in)
• The Chief Engineer P.W.D (Building), Assam reserves the right to accept or reject any or all propos-

als without showing any reasons what so ever.
Sd/-

Chief Engineer, PWD (Bldg),
Janasanyog/C/13065/21 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

SI. No. Name of Work Approx. Value of the Work

1
PMC services for “Construction of Convention
Centre cum State Guest House at Guwahati, Assam.”

Rs. 193,14,36,858.00

PRESS NIT No.- 82 (2021-22)

PRESS NIT No. 83 (2021-22)

Further details in this regards can be seen at https://delhi.govtprocurement.com.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1222 (2021-22)

Sd/- V.K CHAUHAN
Ex ENGINEER (T)-2

S.
No.

Name of Work
Amount put to

tender
Date of release of tender in

E- Procurement solution
Last date / time of receipt of tender

through E-Procurement solution

1

Engagement of 10 nos. unskilled workers for one
year on contract basis for maintenance of water
supply network of Seemapuri Constituency (AC-63)
under AEE(M)-63 Re-invited

Item rate
05.03.2022

2022_DJB_218186_1
19.03.2022

3:10 PM

S.
No.

Name of Work
Amount put to

tender
Date of release of tender in

E- Procurement solution
Last date / time of receipt of tender

through E-Procurement solution

1
Engagement of 10 nos. S.G Beldar for on contract
basis for maintenance of sewerage system in
Gokalpur AC-68 Re-invited

Item rate
05.03.2022

2022_DJB_218192_1
19.03.2022

4:30 PM

2 Engagement of 10 nos. S.G Beldar for one year on
contract basis for maintenance of sewerage
system in Seemapuri Constituency (AC-63) under
AEE(M)-63 Re-invited

Item rate
05.03.2022

2022_DJB_218192_2
19.03.2022

4:30 PM

“Stop Corona; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADD. CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-2

2142 JANTA FLATS G.T.B. ENCLAVE DELHI-110093

Press NIT NO. 27 (2021-22)
S.

No.

Name of Work Estimated Contract
Value (ECV)/ Amount

put to tender

Earnest
Money

(EMD) (Rs.)

Tender processing
Fee Non

Refundable (Rs.)

Date of Release of
Tender/ Tender Id.

Last date/time
of receipt of

tender

1. Desilting of Trunk Sewer sizing more than 900 mm under
the command of Narela and Coronation Pillar waste
Water Treatment Plant (WWTP).

Item rate
Rs.

8,87,000/-
Rs.1500/-

04.03.2022 /
2022_DJB_218080_1

25.03.2022
upto 3.00 P.M

2. Desilting of Trunk Sewer sizing more than 900 mm under
the command of Rohini and Rithala waste Water
Treatment Plant (WWTP).

Item rate
Rs.

21,10,000/-
Rs.1500/-

04.03.2022 /
2022_DJB_218080_2

25.03.2022
upto 3.00 P.M

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1217 (2021-22)

Sd/-
Dy. SE(C) DR-III

DELHI JAL BOARD (Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi)
OFFICE OF THE ADDL.CHIEF ENGINEER (C) -5

THROUGH DY. SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER(C)DR-III
Kanhaiya Nagar Delhi-110035 Phone: 011-27394876

Email:eecdr3@gmail.com

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

(CORRIGENDUM)
Subject:· Hiring of Vehicles.

Keeping in view of some representations given by intending bidders as well
as other allied association, the following changes are hereby ordered to this Hqrs.
Gem communication No. GeM/2022/B/1990216 dated 25.02.2022 followed by
corrigendum vide No. 8090-8105 dated 28.02.2022 which is as under:

1. ”Bidder should have the turnover of Rs. 03 Crore for the past three years
with minimum of Rs. 1 Crore each per annum”

2. The bidder must have the ownership of minimum of 20 Nos. of commer-
cial vehicles which must include 15 Nos. of commercial passenger vehi-
cles and 05 Nos trucks. However, the other conditions of qualifying crite-
ria at Sr. No. 03 shall remain unchanged.

3. And the closing date of the bid is extended by 10 days i.e. upto
19.03.2022(1000 hrs).
However, the others terms and condition of the bid shall remain same.
This has the approval of ADGP Jammu Zone Jammu.

Sd/-
Staff Officer to,

Addl. Director General of Police,
Jammu Zone, Jammu

ZONAL POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU
Email: igjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

Tele: 0191-2542696, 2544332 Fax: 0191-2560417 (Fax)

No. ZHQJ/MT/Gem-Tend-22-23/8847-64
Dated: 04.03.2022
DIPJ-13877

Government of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice
WORKS DEPARTMENT

Bid Identification No. C.C.E.K.C., Keonjhar No. 20/2021-22
e-mail : ccekeonjharpwdcircle@gmail.com/sekcpwd_keonjhar@yahoo.com

Letter No. 852 dt. 04.03.2022
1. No. of the work :- 02 Nos of Building Work

2. Estimated cost :- 163.70 Lakhs & 162.78 Lakhs
3. Period of completion :- 06 (Six) Calendar Months

4. Date and Time of availability of Bid document in the portal :- From 11.00 Hours of 28.03.2022 to 16.00 Hours of 28.03.2022

5. Last date / Time for receipt of bids in the portal :- 16.00 Hours of 28.03.2022
6. Date of opening of Bid from Portal :- 11.30 Hours on 29.03.2022

7. Name and address of the officer inviting Bid :- Chief Construction Engineer, Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar-758001.

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal “http://tendersodisha.gov.in”
Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer
Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar

OIPR-34033/11/0025/2122

B-1032

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Ph. No. 01907-266245 E-mail: ee-sun-hp@nic.in

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Executive Engineer, HPPWD Division Sunder Nagar, Distt. Mandi (HP) on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the percentage rate bids,

in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works detailed in the table. in the table.

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website WWW.hptenders.gov.in..

Executive Engineer,
Sunder Nagar Division,

HPPWD Sunder Nagar-175018
On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh7425/HP

S. Name of Work Estimated Cost Starting Date Earnest Deadline for
No (In Rs.) for downlo- Money submission

ading Bid of Bid.

1. Rs. 1,16,50,682/- 09.03.2022 Rs. 2,33,000/- 16.03.2022
only only

Annual repair and maintenance of NH-21 (New NH-154)
Chandigarh Mandi Manali road between Km 156/750 to 165/300
(SH: Prov. and laying renewal coat with BM 30mm thick bitumen
concrete at RD 156/750 to 157/0, 157/0 to 158/0, 160/0 to 161/0
and 162/0 to 163/0 and road marking).

Press N.I.T. NO. 03 (2021-22)
S.

No.

Name of Work Amount Put to
Tender (Rs.)

Earnest Money
(In Rs.)

Date of Published on
e-procurement portal/

Tender ID

Last date and
Time of Tender

1.
Replacement of damaged portion of 800 mm dia Ranney Well rising main
emanating from P-series Ranney Wells at NH-24 near Nizamuddin Bridge.

1,33,53,206/- 2,67,500/-
07.03.2022

2022_DJB_218225_1
25.03.2022 up

to 3:00 PM

It is for publishing in the leading news paper please. Further details in this regard can be seen at
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1220 (2021-22)

Sd/-
(S. K. Goel)

Executive Engineer (Project) W-III

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (W) PROJECT-I

THROUGH OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (PROJECT)W-III
ROOM NO.402 VARUNALAYA PHASE I,

KAROL BAGH NEW DELHI-110005

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

NIT No.26/ACE (M-10)/EE (T) M-10/2021-22
Press Tender

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1227 (2021-22)

Sd/- (B.N.Gupta)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T) M-10

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDL.CHIEF ENGINEER (M-10)

ENGINEERS BHAWAN, 2nd FLOOR, ANDREWS GANJ,
NEAR MOOL CHAND CROSSING, NEW DELHI-110049 Mail:- acem10.djb@gmail.com

“STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

S.
No.

Name of Work Reserve
price

Date of release of
tender in e procurement

solution

Last date and time for
download & RTGS through

e procurement solution

1 Replacement of 900/800/700mm dia PSC water line
emanating from Jal Vihar to Sewa Nagar Flyover in
fron of Railway Colony booking offie under EE(M)-
42 Kasturba Nagar (Re-invite)

7599085/- 2021_DJB_218231_5 22.3.2022 upto 2.00 PM

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4682

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Theday ismarkedby
significantplanetary
aspects,mostof
themurgingyouto

beagoodArienandworkhard.
Lookuponthisasaperiodto lay
foundationsandprepare the
groundwork for future
achievements.Youmayalso
havetospeakyourmind,but
pleasebetactful.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youcanexpectsocial
invitations to
improvenowthat
theplanetsare

alignedwithregionsof your
horoscopethatareall about
love,pleasure, leisureand
friendship.Youmayevenhave
difficultykeepingup.But
there'll alsobemomentswhen
you'resetting thepacewithout
evenknowing it.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
You'renot feelingup
toscratch,butyou're
notunusual in that.
Thereasonmay lie in

whateveryouweredoingover
recentmonths.Didyouwear
yourself outemotionally?Why
not followasensible regimeof
whateverdietor formof
exercisesuitsyou,andkeep
yourmindactiveat the
sametime.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Evenusually
harmless ideascould
haveadded intensity
today.While itmight

bewise toreachadecision
soonerrather than later, there
still seemstobe littleyou
candotoavoiddelays.This
isgood if it releasesyoufrom
theobligationtobowto
currentpressure.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Ausefuldiscussion
will soonshednew
lightonanold
problem.However,

youmaystillhavecertain
queriesandquestions
concerningyour long-term
security.Muchdependsonhow
faryoutrulyvalueyourself.
Perhaps, surprisingly, there is
plentyof scope for increasing
yourself-confidence.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
You'reblessedwith
thesparkof creative
imaginationat the
moment, sodon't let

anyoneputyoudownasdull,
unimaginativeorboring.The
plain fact is thatyouhavemore
going foryouthananyoneelse.
Allyouhavetodo isgetyouract
together,becausenobodyelse
willdo it foryou.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Today's lunar
alignmentsshould
enableyoutosee
yoursituationmore

clearly, compensating
for thegenerallybefuddling
effectof abunchofplanets
unhelpfullyalignedwith
mysteriousandmuddled
regionsof yourchart.You
cantake it.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Duringthepast few
monthsyouseemto
havebeen involved
inchallengesor

upheavalsyoucouldnothave
foreseen.However, fromnow,
theplanetsarebeginningthe
longmarchtowards favourable
regionsof yourchart,
culminating inawaveof
opportunity inabouteight
weeks' time.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Themoreyou
pull inonedirection,
themoresomebody,
orsomething,

willpull in theother.This is
an inevitableconsequence
of theMoon'sposition
inapartof yourhoroscope
knowntocausesplits,
differencesand irreconcilable
contradictions.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Althoughthis is
boundtobea
dayof routine in
manyrespects,

itdoesn'tmeanthatyou
shouldbestuck inarut. Far
fromit. It's a lessobvious
partof yourastrological
personality tobeable to
get themostoutof even
the leastpromisingsituations.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
TheMoon'snorth
node,a littleknown
point, is still
traversing important

sectorsof yourchart, seeing
to it that,whatever the
dailyupsanddownsyou
experience,youarestill very
muchontherightpath. Just
keepaclosewatchonyour
finances, that'sall.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Mars is swooping
through important
emotional sectors
of yoursolarchart.

This iswhyall current
discussionsandconsiderations
will affectyourcomfort
andsecurity formanymonths,
if notyears, tocome.
Youneedtostrikeabalance
betweenreasonable
impatienceandunreasonable
recklessness.

S
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K
U
4
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7

DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Don'twakemefortheendoftheworldunlessithasverygood______.-RogerZelazny(7,7)

SOLUTION:PEEVE,AMISS,CLUTCH,PUFFIN
Answer:Don'twakemefortheendoftheworldunlessithasverygoodspecialeffects.
-RogerZelazny

PVEEE HUCCLT

MAISS INUFFP

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

ACROSS
1Immodestassertionone isn’t
ashamedtomake(5,5)
6He’sanAmericanatheart (4)
10Punishwithstick? (5)
11Newaria I’dnotbroadcast from
thecentre (9)
12Suppose it is thepianoone
takesupagain (8)
13Shemakespeace inGreece (5)
15Dressagain inregal fashion(7)
17Sewlotsperhapsbutbethe last
to finish (7)
19Manynotable toprovidea
wordof oppositemeaning (7)
21Reduceeachdamagedpen(7)
22Ajoint tokeepawatchon(5)
24Colourful rangeof crumpets?
(8)
27Don’t forget tohaveanotherget
together (9)
28Wentonahorse to thering for
theshow(5)
29 I’d turnaboutwithdisastrous
result (4)
30Mathematicianmaderiches in
away(10)

DOWN
1Fatherof twins? (4)
2Brave’snotanotherword for
beingvigilant (9)
3Unusedgrounds (5)
4Stern-lookingsportsmen(7)
5Adevout leader insists they’re
cruel (7)
7Rear lightswehear (5)
8Harmonyinamusical
instrument (10)
9Asingerhas toobject toone
wrongnote (8)
14Asphere lackingreality (5,5)
16Any in letoutnaturally (8)
18Oncebeaten,explained
everything(9)
20There’llbe frictionas longas
he’satwork(7)
21Theachesoplaced isnaturally
spotted(7)
23 Imprisoneddog ismadeto
suffer (5)
25Drumsoundused inboth
rumbaandsamba(5)
26Grasscuttersaresaid tobe
extinct inNewZealand(4)

SolutionsCrossword4681:Across:1Immoral,5Tessa,8Face-saver,9Ago,10
Raps,12Reticent,14Static,15Curate,17Eyesight,18Zero,21Per,22Elections,24
Ewers,25Dearest.Down:1Infer,2Mac,3Rash,4Levies,5Terminus,6Stalemate,7
Apostle,11Planetree,13Tidiness,14Steeple,16Shield,19Onset,20Etna,23One.

JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Online bids on Lump-Sum basis are invited by the Executive Engineer JS Division
Chauntra on behalf of the Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering
system in two covers for the under mentioned work from the contractors/firms
registration with Jal Shakti Vibhag (erstwhile IPH) or any other Govt./Semi Govt.
department/ Autonomous bodies as per his/ her class of enlistment .
1.Name of work:- LWSS in GP BuhlaBharyara, Pipali, Drubbal& Drahal in Tehsil.
Joginder Nagar Distt. Mandi HP. SH: (Designing, Constructing, Testing &
Commissioning of (Intake system, WTP of 1 MLD, Village Water Sanitation
Committee Room, Pump Houses, RCC storage tanks), Providing, laying, jointing
and testing of Rising Mains , Providing, installation and testing of Submersible and
Centrifugal Pumping Machinery, Construction of Approach Road to WTP/ Pump
Houses, Construction of Boundary walls ,Laying, jointing and testing of Gravity
Mains and construction of Anchor/ Thrust Blocks)
Estimated Cost : Rs. 7,12,70,553/-Only
Earnest Money : Rs. 7,45,206/- Only
Time Limit : Two Year
Cost of tender form : Rs.2500/- Only
SCHEDULE OF TENDERING:-
1. Bid Submission start date 05.03.2022 at 05.00 PM

2. Bid Submission end date 18.03.2022 at 05.00 PM

3. Physical submission of EMD and
cost of tender documents, if not
paid online.

Up to 11.00 AM on 19.03.2022

4. Opening of Cover-I 19.03.2022 at 11.30 AM
5. Opening of Financial bid Date and place to be notified

separately.
Conditions: Tender documents, Terms and conditions and other instruction
can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal
https://hptenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer,
7403/HP JS Division, Chauntra

Press NIT NO. 28 (2021-22) (Re-invited)
S.

No.

Name of Work Estimated Contract
Value (ECV)/ Amount

put to tender

Earnest
Money

(EMD) (Rs.)

Tender processing
Fee Non

Refundable (Rs.)

Date of Release of
Tender/ Tender Id.

Last date/time
of receipt of

tender

1. Restoration of settlement at Hansraj Marg opposite DJB
store, Saraswati Vihar, Delhi in AC-16 29,86,585/- Rs. 60,000/- Rs. 500/-

05.03.2022 /
2022_DJB_218083_1

21.03.2022
upto 3.00 P.M

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)

Advt. No. J.S.V. 1219 (2021-22)

Sd/-
Dy. SE(C) DR-III

DELHI JAL BOARD (Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi)
OFFICE OF THE ADDL.CHIEF ENGINEER (C) -5

THROUGH DY. SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER(C)DR-III
Kanhaiya Nagar Delhi -110035

Phone: 011-27394876 Email:eecdr3@gmail.com

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

PRESS NIT NO. 64 (2021-22) M-5
S.

No.
Name of Work Amount put

to Tender
E/Money

(EMD)
Tender Fee (Non-

Refundable)
Date of release of
Tender /Tender Id.

Last date/time of
receipt of tender

1. Replacement of old and damaged 600 mm dia brick
barrel by 600 mm dia NP4 RCC-HDPE pipe by Micro
tunneling from Parade ground parking to Shri Balaji
Mandir, Chandni Chowk under AEE(M)-20. (Re-invite)

` 47,09,959/-
`

94,200/-
` 500/-

Dt. 05/03/2022
2022_DJB_218218_1

16/03/2022
Upto 3.00 PM

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1223 (2021-22)

Sd/-
(Satya Veer Singh)

Executive Engineer (T) M-5

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-5

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T)M-5
ROOM NO. 312, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I JHANDEALAN, DELHI-110005

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH

HARYANA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, HISAR.

(Established by Parliament Act No. 16 of 1970)
Advertisement No. 2/2022

(BEFORE APPLYING FOR THE POST, THE CANDIDATES
SHOULD GO THROUGH THE INSTRUCTIONS/CONDITIONS CAREFULLY)

Online applications are invited from eligible candidates for filling up various teaching
posts in the University. The postwise details alongwith pay-scale, application processing
fee, essential qualifications, general instructions/conditions, reservation, etc. can be
downloaded from the University Website. The eligible candidates may apply through the
University online portal https://hau.ac.in and https://recruitment.hauiums.in from
09.03.2022 midnight onwards which will be closed on 08.04.2022 midnight. The
candidates are also requested to visit University website regularly for
notifications/updates/ corrigendum/ amendment, if any, with respect to above
advertisement.

Sd/-
HAU-123 REGISTRAR

The APTRANSCO invites bids online for the following work. APT(Const.- KADAPA)-
e-14/2021-22: 132KV DC/SC line from existing 132KV SS Kothapalli to proposed
132KV RTSS Kalasamudram, and other related works in Anantapuram district. Date
& Availability of tenders in https://www.apeprocurement.gov.in on 02.03.2022 at
5.00 PM. Ph.No.9441529947
RO. No. 722PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Sd/- Chief Engineer/Zone/KADAPA

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA
PRADESH LIMITED

e - Procurement Short Tender Notice

New Delhi
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I arrive at a conclusion
not an assumption.
Inform your opinionwith
detailed analysis.

indianexpress.com

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

CLASSIFIED AD DEPOT (CAD)
Book classified ads at your nearest Express

Group’s authorised Classified Ad Depots

EAST
PATPARGANJ : CHAVI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9899701024,
22090987, 22235837, PREET VIHAR : AD BRIDGE COMMU-
NICATION, Ph.: 9810029747, 42421234, 22017210,
SHAKARPUR : PARICHAY ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9350309890, 22519890, 22549890

WEST
JANAKPURI : TRIMURTI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9810234206,
25530307, KAROL BAGH (REGHARPURA) : K R ADVERTIS-
ERS, Ph.: 9810316618, 9310316618, 41547697, KARAM-
PURA : GMJ ADVERTISING & MARKETING PVT. LTD., Ph.:
9310333777, 9211333777, 9810883377, NEW MOTI
NAGAR : MITTAL ADVERTISING, Ph.: 25178183,
9810538183, 9555945923, MOTI NAGAR : UMA ADVER-
TISERS, Ph.: 9312272149, 8800276797, RAMESH NAGAR :
POSITIVE ADS, Ph.: 9891195327, 9310006777, 65418908,
TILAK NAGAR : SHIVA ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9891461543,
25980670, 20518836, VIKAS PURI : AAKAR ADVT. MEDIA
Ph.: 9810401352, 9015907873, 9268796133

CENTRAL
CHANDNI CHOWK : RAMNIWAS ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810145272, 23912577, 23928577, CONNAUGHT
PLACE : HARI OM ADVERTISING COMPANY Ph.:
9811555181, 43751196

NORTH
TIS HAZARI COURT : SAI ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811117748
KINGWAY CAMP : SHAGUN ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9818505505, 27458589, PATEL CHEST (OPP. MORRIS
NAGAR POLICE STATION) : MAHAN ADVERTISING & MAR-
KETING, Ph.: 9350304609, 7042590693, PITAMPURA
(PRASHANT VIHAR) : PAAVAN ADVERTISER Ph.:
9311564460, 9311288839, 47057929

SOUTH
CHATTARPUR : A & M MEDIA ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9811602901, 65181100, 26301008, KALKAJI : ADWIN
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811111825, 41605556, 26462690,
MALVIYA NAGAR : POOJA ADVERTISING & MARKETING
SERVICE, Ph.: 9891081700, 24331091, 46568866, YUSUF
SARAI : TANEJA ADVERTISEMENT & MARKETING Ph.:
9810843218, 26561814, 26510090

NCR
FARIDABAD (NEELAM FLYOVER) : AID TIME (INDIA)
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811195834, 0129-2412798, 2434654,
FARIDABAD (NIT, KALYAN SINGH CHOWK) : PULSE
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9818078183, 9811502088, 0129-
4166498, FARIDABAD : SURAJ ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810680954, 9953526681, GURGAON : SAMBOD-
HI MEDIA PVT. LTD., Ph.: 0124-4065447, 9711277174,
9910633399, GURGAON : AD MEDIA ADVERTISING & PR,
Ph.: 9873804580, NOIDA (SEC. 29) : RDX ADVERTISING,
Ph.: 9899268321, 0120-4315917, NOIDA (SEC. 65) : SRI
SAI MEDIA, Ph.: 0120-4216117, NOIDA (SEC. 58) : JAI
LAKSHMI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9873807457, 9911911719
GHAZIABAD (HAPUR ROAD TIRAHA, NR GURUDWARA) :
TIRUPATI BALAJI ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9818373200, 8130640000, 0120-4561000

EDUCATION (IAS & PMT ACADEMIES)
FRIENDS PUBLICITY SERVICE 23287653, 23276901, 9212008155

For CAD enquiries please contact :

ROHIT JOSHI 9818505947, ABHINAV GUPTA 9910035901

For booking classified ads, please contact 011-23702148,

0120-6651215, E-mail : delhi.classifieds@expressindia.com
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ALITTLEmorethanadecadeago,OwenCoyle
wasseenasthemanwhocouldsaveArsenal’s
sinkingship.Backthen,around2010-11,Coyle
wasthemanwiththemagictouchinEnglish
football. He got Burnley promoted to the
Premier League after more than 30 years.
Then, he turned relegation-rustlers Bolton
Wanderers into a respectedmid-table side.
Justaroundthat time,whenArseneWenger
cameunderscrutinyafterastringofpoorsea-
sons, Coyle, whose stock continued to rise,
was linkedtothetopjobwiththeGunners.
Themovenevermaterialised.ButCoyle’s

teams never stopped overachieving. He
worked his magic, albeit briefly, with
Houston Dynamo in USA’s Major League
Soccer, and a couple of years later, came to
India and turned around Chennaiyin’s for-
tunes in the IndianSuperLeague (ISL).
AndonMonday,hepulledoffanotherbig

heist.Histeam,JamshedpurFC–aperennial
mid-tablesideinIndianfootballthatfinished

sixth last season, operates on amoderate
budget and has modest talent – won the
LeagueWinners Shieldwith a 1-0win over
heavyweightsATKMohunBagan.It’sanout-
comenotmanywouldhavepredictedatthe
startof theseason.ButCoyledidwhatheal-
ways does – taking charge of under-confi-
dent,strugglingteamsandturningtheminto
overachievers.

The semifinalists
ThishasbeenastrangeISLseason.There

havebeenasomescreamersbutatthesame
time,quiteafewgoalkeepinghowlers;some
eye-poppingperformancesbyyoungIndians
andsomecauseforconcernvis-à-visthesen-
iors; two highly-underrated sides,
Jamshedpur andHyderabad, enjoying their
moment under the sun and a couple of
heavyweights left with a lot of thinking to
do; and there were some frustrated out-
burstsanda lotof bio-bubble fatigue.
It reached a stagewhere players simply

wished to ‘get donewith’ the season, espe-
ciallywhendozensofthemwentdownwith
Covidduringthethirdwave.Despiteoff-the-

fieldstruggles,theteamsthathavequalified
for thesemifinals indicatehowcompetitive
andunpredictable theseasonhasbeen.
The two teams – Jamshedpur and ATK

MohunBagan–thatfoughtforthetopplace
onMondayare into the top-fouralongwith
Hyderabad and Kerala Blasters. It’s a well-
rounded line-up, former Shillong Lajong,
BengaluruFCandPuneCitycoachPradhyum

Reddypointsout.Thequalificationof teams
fromKolkataandKerala takescareof twoof
the biggest centres in Indian football while
the success of Jamshedpur andHyderabad
isa reward forpersistenceandpatience.
“It’s good to see that continuity is re-

warded,”Reddysaid.“Thecoacheshavebeen
givena second term, even though theydid-
n't make the playoffs last season. So, that
proves the old adage right – stick with the
samecoaches, trust themandbackthemon
andoff the field.”

Jamshedpur’smarch to the top
Despite being an important centre in

Indianfootball, Jamshedpurhasn’teverbeen
inthelimelight.Thetraditionalhotbedslike
Kolkata, Kerala and Goa have had bragging
rights because of the performances of their
clubs on the big stage. Jamshedpur has al-
ways remainedunder theshadowsof these
regions, even though it has been a finishing
schoolof sorts for Indian footballers.A lotof
players who have gone on to become stal-
wartshavepassed through the famousTata
FootballAcademy,basedinJamshedpur.For

decades, it has been honing talent. At last,
though, there’s something for Jamshedpur
to cheer; the ISL crownwill add heft to its
footballing reputation.
And Coyle has been at the forefront of

Jamshedpur’s remarkablecampaign.
In 2009, then Burnley chairman Barry

KilbydescribedCoyle as a ‘master of the art
of findinganddevelopinggoodplayerseven
when money is tight,’ according to The
Evening Standard. One look at some of
Jamshedpur’sperformersthisseasonandit’s
evident that Kilby’s observations hold true
eventoday.
The player who scored the goal which

sealed the top spot for Jamshedpur on
Monday,RitwikDas,barelygotanygametime
withhispreviousclub,KeralaBlasters.Under
Coyle,heplayedamajorityofthematchesand
scoredafewimportantgoals.NotjustDas.The
threeplayersCoyleusedthemostthisseason
– goalkeeper TP Rehenesh, left-back Ricky
Lallawmawma, and defender Laldinliana
Renthlei –were unwantedby their previous
clubs.UnderCoyle, theyhaveblossomed.
NotjustIndianplayers.GregStewart,who

was released by Scottish league giants
Rangersafterwinningtheleaguewiththem
underStevenGerrard,adjustedsmoothly in
India andbecame Jamshedpur’s focal point
in attack whereas Nigerian striker Daniel
ChimaChukwu,whohashadanomadicca-
reer, has averaged almost a goal per game
and lookedmenacingunderCoyle.
Reddy said that in a seasonwhere teams

andplayershavestruggledwithbio-bubblefa-
tigue,Coyle’scharismaplayedacrucialrolein
the team’s success. “If you looked at
Jamshedpur’s players, therewas happiness
around the camp. And that comes from the
coach,”Reddysaid.
TheresultonMondaywasJamshedpur’s

seventh consecutive win, an ISL record.
Whethertheycanmaintainthat forminthe
semifinalsremainstobeseen.Butif thepast
is anything to go by, Coyle’s teamwill con-
tinue toupset theoddsandoverachieve.

SEMIFINALS
Jamshedpur vs Kerala Blasters (March

11&15);HyderabadvsATKMohunBagan
(March12&16)
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Chhetri ruledoutof
India’sfriendlies
NewDelhi: The Indian football team
wasdealtahugeblowonMondayasits
talismanic captain Sunil Chhetriwas
ruledoutoftheupcominginternational
friendlymatches against Bahrain and
Belarusduetoinjury. The37-year-old
forwardhadbeennamedamong the
38-member probables by coach Igor
Stimacforthematchestobeplayedin
ManamaonMarch23and26."Iwasre-
allylookingforwardtothetwofriend-
lies against Baharain andBelarus and
it'sashameI'llbemissingout,"Chhetri
told theAll India Football Federation
(AIFF)website. "It'sbeena long, tough
seasonandI'vesufferedafewsmallin-
juries that need time toheal. Iwill be
doingallIcantorecoverintimeforthe
predatorycampinMay,"headded.PTI

Australiatrails
Pakistanby27runs
Rawalpindi:Australia’s batters flour-
ished on a flatwicketMonday to cut
Pakistan’sleadto27runsasthefirstTest
headstowardadraw.Australia,playing
its first test in Pakistan since 1998,
reached449-7atstumpsin its first in-
nings onDay 4 on a grasslesswicket
withMarnus Labuschagne (90) and
SteveSmith(78)scoringhalfcenturies.
CameroonGreen(48)showedhimself
to be a test allrounder by spending
morethantwohoursatthecrease,fac-
ing109balls.No.8batterMitchellStarc
spentalmostthelasthourandwasnot
out on12with skipper Pat Cummins
not out on 4 as stumpswere drawn
threeovers before scheduledbecause
ofbadlight.
BRIEF SCORES:Australia 449 for 7
(Khawaja97, Labuschagne90, Smith
78,Warner 68,Nauman4-107) trail
Pakistan476for4decby27runs. AP

Putinremovedfrom
Judogoverningbody
Moscow: Russian PresidentVladimir
PutinandaRussianbusinessmanhave
beenremovedfromallpositionsinthe
International JudoFederation(IJF), the
sport'sgoverningbodysaid, in the lat-
est sporting rebuke followingRussia's
invasionof Ukraine. Thedecision, an-
nouncedinabriefstatement,comesaf-
ter Putin, a black beltwhohas co-au-
thored thebook titled "Judo:History,
Theory,Practice",wassuspendedasIJF
honorary president last week. "The
International Judo Federation an-
nouncesthatMrVladimirPutinandMr
ArkadyRotenberghavebeenremoved
from all positions held in the
InternationalJudoFederation," itsaid.

REUTERS

Warnediedofnatural
causes:Thaipolice
Koh Samui(Thailand): An autopsy
showed the death last week of
Australian cricket great ShaneWarne
onanislandinThailandwasduetonat-
ural causes, the Thai police said on
Monday.Warne'sfamilyhadaccepted
the finding and his body would be
transferredtoAustralianconsularoffi-
cials for return to the family, a deputy
policespokesmansaid."Todayinvesti-
gators received the autopsy result, in
which themedical opinion is that the
cause of death is natural," Kissana
Phathanacharoen said in a statement.
"Investigatorswill summarize theau-
topsyresultforprosecutorswithinthe
timeframeof the law."Warne's body
wouldbeflowntoAustraliaonTuesday,
Police Lieutenant General Surachate
Hakparntoldanewsconference.

REUTERS

BRIEFLY

ABHISHEKPUROHIT
MOHALI,MARCH7

“I REALLY can’t tell you anything about his
overseasplaceandwhyhedoesn’t finditor
whyhe is in theXI. I honestly have no idea
as Iwasn'tpartof theselectionat thatpoint
so I can't really tell you what happened
there andwhywas he left out or whywas
heplayedandthosekindof stuff.” Indiacap-
tainRohitSharmawasrespondingafter the
Mohali Test to a question on R Ashwin of-
ten not getting a spot in the playing XI on
away tours in recent times.
It was a clear line in the sand from the

skipper, thathecouldn’tcommentwithany
reasonableclarityaboutsuchcalls thathad
beenmade in Kohli’s time. About his own
stint, Rohit made a couple of key observa-
tions after his first Testmatch as captain.
He said that further developing the

team’sbenchstrengthacrossall formatswas
going to be more important for him than
winning games. And beyond developing
that strength, keeping those on the bench
motivated and ready to performwhen the
opportunity camewasalso critical.
Rohit is now almost four months into

the leadership,with theunenviable taskof
firstly identifyingwhocoulddowell for the
T20I team in Australian conditions during
theWorld Cup in October. So far, he’s had
to judge the contenders on the basis of
homeseriesagainst the likesofWest Indies
and Sri Lanka, and mostly on grounds
where a straight six could be a catch for
deep mid-on at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground. Considering how questionable
team selection also contributed to India’s
debacles at the201950-over and202120-
overWorld Cups, there is increased pres-
sure on the teammanagement to get the
combination right, startingwithAustralia.
“It’sabsolutelychallengingandit isvery,

very important,” Rohit said about building
benchstrength. “It’snot justabout11play-
ers. It’s also about those sitting outside,
wanting to get their opportunities. You

rightly said about creating that bench
strength,whichiswhatthefutureof Indian
cricket will hold. If you create that bench
strength and you start thinking from now,
Indian cricketwill be in goodhands.
“This isoneofmychallengesandoneof

my responsibilities. I have to take it upon
me to create that bench strength as much
aspossible, keeping inminda lotof things.
The guys who are playing, it’s relatively a
very new team in all three formats. Twoof
our stalwarts in Ajinkya (Rahane) and
(Cheteshwar) Pujara are missing out,
(Wriddhiman) Saha is not here, Ishant
(Sharma) is not here…Relatively a young
and new side and it’s the same in limited-
overscricketaswell, a lotof youngstersare
coming in. It’s going to bemybiggest chal-
lengemore thanwinning games.”
So far, Rohit has led in nine T20Is, three

ODIs and a Test since Virat Kohli stepped
downattheendof the2021T20WorldCup.
Andit isunderstandably intheshortest for-
mat, with anotherWorld Cup coming up,
thathe’sgivenchancestothemostnumber
of players yet - 24.
After the end of the T20I series against

Sri Lanka inDharamsala, Rohit saidhewas
still wanting to understand the kind of
bench strength thatwas available tohim.
He’salsoclarifiedthattryingoutplayers

cannot become a revolving door, andwin-
ninggamesisalsorequiredtokeepapositive
atmospheregoing in thedressing room.
For instance, Avesh Khanwas given an

opportunity in the thirdT20Is againstboth

West IndiesandSriLanka,onlyafter these-
rieshadbeenwon.KuldeepYadavmadehis
comeback after July 2021 in the third ODI
against West Indies and in the third T20I
against Sri Lanka, after those series had
beenwonaswell.
Atthesametime,Rohitmayalsowantto

utiliseestablishedplayers indifferentroles
or give them added responsibilities, so
space will also have to be worked out for
such moves, alongside giving youngsters
chances. Like Ravindra Jadeja was sent up
the batting order in the Sri Lanka T20Is,
wherehedid a fine job.
Rohitacknowledgedhemaynotalways

be able to make suchmoves. “I hope I get
theopportunitytousehis (Jadeja’s)batting
more in the future because we have got a
lot of young players who we also need to
see,” Rohit had said.
During theMohali Test, Rohitwas seen

sittingandchattingwithMohammedSiraj,
whowasn’t playing thegame. Itwas an in-
stanceofhisstateddesire tokeepthosenot
in the XI in the loop and in good spirits.
Throughacombinationof injuryandselec-
tion calls, Siraj had played only theWest
IndiesODIsandaT20IagainstNewZealand
underRohit.
But hewas brought back for the incon-

sequential third T20I against Sri Lanka in
Dharamsala to share the new ball with
Avesh, as Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Jasprit
Bumrahwere rested.
“Formewhat is important is how I ap-

proach those guys who are sitting outside

andhowIcanget theminagoodmindset,”
Rohit said.
“When they get an opportunity they

shouldbeveryclearastowhattheywantto
go out there and achieve. That will impact
all our performances, whether we win or
lose games. You can’t just say you have to
win games. Towin games there are a lot of
things you need to do: create bench
strength, give clarity to people, create a
good environment so that it’s a nice and
happy atmosphere where people want to
goout there anddo their job.”

Winds of change
This is a departure from the previous

teammanagement’s lineof thought,where
winning could be, and often was, the all-
consumingsingle-mindedgoalatanycost.
Insecuritywaseitherarguablyusedtodrive
performance, or was an unavoidable, but
acceptable, by-product of the pursuit of
winning.
Rohit insteadsaidthathedidnotwantto

pile on more pressure from his end than
there already existed on the shoulders of
theaverageIndiancricketer.Hispointabout
the development and vibe of bench
strength beingmore important than win-
ningmatches can also be premised on the
factthatthegeneralquality inIndiancricket
issogoodthatyouanywayendupwinning
more than losing.
“Theyshouldnotfeeltoomuchpressure.

Of course, when you are playing interna-
tionalcricket,pressure is there.But thatex-
ternalpressureshouldn’tbethere, internal
pressure is fine,” Rohit said.
“Weasateammanagementwanttocre-

ate a healthy and positive atmosphere
where guys are going out there and doing
what they are supposed to do.Wewill try
andback themasmuch as possible so that
at theendof thedaywhentheycomeback
home, they feel, ‘I got my opportunity, if I
didn’t dowell I’m still happy as long as the
rolewasgiventome, therewasa lotof clar-
ity.’As longasthatprocedureisput inplace,
wewill hold ourselves in good shape.”

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
DUNEDIN,MARCH7

HOSTSNEWZealandregisteredtheirfirstwin
of the tournament as they inflicted a nine-
wicketdefeatonBangladeshinarain-curtailed
ICC Women's World Cup match here on
Monday.NewZealandbowlersfirstrestricted
Bangladeshto140for8afteralongraindelay
beforeSuzieBateshitastrokefulunbeatenhalf-
centurytopowerthehoststoavictorywith42
ballstospareinthematchthatwasreducedto
27oversapiece.
ThewinearnedNewZealand,wholost to

West Indies in the tournament opener, two
valuablepointsas theyrosetothethirdplace
while,Bangladeshremainwinless fromtheir
twomatchesandareinseventhspot.Chasing
thetarget, theWhiteFernshadasedatestart.
Their inningswas further dented in the sev-
enth overwhen spinner SalmaKhatun sent
skipper SohieDevine (14) packingbut apart
from that the Bangladesh bowlers didn't
botherthehostsmuch.
Batesusedall herexperienceandguile in

her 79 from just 68deliveries. She stitcheda
match-winning 108-run standwithAmelia
Kerr (47notout). ItwasBates' 28thODI fifty
as she became just the sixth batter to score
1000 runs inWomen'sWorld Cupmatches
when she found theboundary late inher in-
nings. The all-rounder hit eight fours, two
morethantheentireBangladeshteam,while
Kerr foundthefencefourtimes.Earlierput in
tobat byNewZealandafter a raindelay that
lastedfourhours,openersFarganaHoque(52)
andShamimaSultana (33) gaveBangladesh,
wholostagainstSouthAfricaintheircampaign
opener,abrightstart.Withthefive-overpower
play complete, Bangladesh looked tobe rac-
ingtoacompetitivetotalon41fornoloss.
Buttheopeningpartnershipwasputtoan

endbyspinall-rounderFrancesMackay(1/24).
The 31-year-old right-armoff-spinner than
wenton toeffect half-centurianHoque's run
out in the15thover.After that itwasanAmy
Satterthwaite (3/25) showas theveteranall-
rounder bowled a crucial spell, taking three
wickets from fiveovers. Bangladesh couldn't
recover fromthe lossof theiropenersasonly
twomorebattersreacheddoubledigitscores.
TheNigar Sultana-led side crumbledun-

der thepressure, slippingto81for threeafter
15overs, theirpositivestartundonebylosing
threewicketsfor21runs.
RituMoni (4) could notmake her usual

cameoasDevinepouchedthecatchthatgave
Satterthwaiteher50thwicketinODIcricket.
Withthefeatshejoinsanillustriousgroup

tohavemade3,000runsandtaken50wickets
inone-day internationals, including the likes
of Charlotte Edwards, Karen Rolton and
StafanieTaylor.

BRIEF SCORES:NewZealandWomen144
for1(Bates79*,Amelia47*,Salma1-34)beat
BangladeshWomen 140 for 8 (Hoque 52,
Shamima33, Satterthwaite 3-20) by nine
wickets

Newcaptain to focusonroleclarity,benchstrengthandhappyatmosphere

SuzieBates (79) stitcheda
match-winning108-runstandwith
AmeliaKerr (47notout). ICC

Comingbackpost pregnancy in6months andplaying
international cricket is so inspiring.Bismah is setting an
example for sportswomenacross theglobe, Lots of love to
babyFatima from India and I hope shepicks thebat just like
youbcoz lefties are special."

SMRITIMANDHANA,
ON BISMAHMAROOF’SRETURNAFTERCHILDBIRTH

Women’s World CupRohit lays out his vision New Zealand
canter to 9-wkt
victory over
Bangladesh

RohitSharmaisnowalmost fourmonths intothe leadership,withthetaskof identifyingwhocoulddowell for theT20I teaminAustralianconditions. BCCI

Sofar,Rohithas led innineT20Is, threeODIsandaTestsinceVirat
Kohli steppeddownattheendof the2021T20WorldCup.Andit is
understandably intheshortest format,withanotherWorldCup
comingup, thathe’sgivenchancestothemostnumberofplayers
yet -24.After theendof theT20IseriesagainstSriLankain
Dharamsala,Rohitsaidhewasstillwantingtounderstandthekind
ofbenchstrengththatwasavailabletohim.

Old EPL hand Coyle making Jamshedpur punch above their weight in ISL

OwenCoyle’s JamshedpurwonISL's
LeagueWinnersShieldonMonday.
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The International Chess Federation (FIDE) has
acted against Russia bymoving out tournaments,
including the prestigiousOlympiad, and cutting
sponsorship ties in the aftermath ofVladimir
Putin’s decision to invadeUkraine.The Indian
Express spoke to twoGrandmasters who hold
influential posts in FIDE - vice-presidentNigel
Short andmanaging director Emil Sutovsky - on
what itmeans for the federation to turn its back
on a country with deep-rooted and historical

connectionwith the game.

‘We took measures
which surprised critics’

NIHALKOSHIE

GMandFIDEvice-presidentNigel
Shortexplainswhythefederation
couldnotsittightandmaintainits
charter-enshrinedneutrality on
Russia andwhether theworld
bodyhasdoneenoughduringthe
ongoing sporting blockade of a
countrywherechessmaniadates
backtothedaysofVladimirLenin.

YouhadaskedtheFIDE
Counciltoreviewthedecision
toholdtheChessOlympiadin
Russia.Thiswaswhenthere
wasaninvasionroundthe
corner.Butyougotnosupport
fromtheFIDECouncil(then).
Thiswas literally thedaybe-

fore the invasion. The situation
wasvolatileandI felt that if itdid
deteriorate, this could lead to a
massive boycott of the Chess
Olympiad.Ithoughtweshouldat
least discuss this possibility. I
askedmycolleaguestocomment.
In fairness tomycolleagues, not
everybodydidcommentandone
person saidhewould support (a
review). Of the people who
replied, and therewere several,
nobodysupportedme.

Withsituationchanging
quickly,whatchangedinthe
FIDECouncil?
Forme, it (initial lack of sup-

port)wasdisappointing.Thenext
day, the situation changed and
membersof theCouncil realised
itwas untenable. Someof them
(Council members) made the
sameproposalIhadmadetheday
before. And this time, it was
agreedunanimously inminutes.
Therewas a general realisation
thatsomethingneededtobedone
quickly.

Russiaandchesshavebeen
interlinkedforgenerations.
Howdoyouseethedecisions
ofFIDEimpactingthesportin
Russia?
I don’t see this having a sub-

stantiallong-termimpact.Forthe
short term,most of theworld is
outragedwith the invasion. The
mottoofFIDEisGensUnaSumus
(weareonefamily)andwewould
like to keep it thatway. But this
(Russian invasion) is a very clear
violationof one country’s sover-
eignty. It also involves twoof the
most important chess nations,
RussiaandUkraine.Clearly,itwill
have adverse effects in the chess
world.Weareopposedtomilitary
conflicts as ameans to resolving
disputes.

SomeRussianplayers,
includingGMAlexander
Grischuk,havespokenout.
Didyouexpectplayersfrom
Russiatovoicetheiropinion?

I thinkmost people are dis-
gustedwith this and humanity
comesfirst.Itdoesrequirecourage
to speak out in Russia on these
matters.Weknow it is not a lib-
eral democracy, so all credit to
those who have spoken out
againstthisinvasion.

TheIOChascalledonsports
federationsnottoinvite
Russianplayers.Whatareyour
thoughtsonshuttingout
Russianplayersfromevents?
Theseissuesareunderreview.

Wehavealreadydecidedthatthe
Russianteamwillnotparticipate
in the World Team
Championshipsanditisoneofthe
reasonswehavepostponed the
eventuntilNovember.Myviewis
thatonSunday,FIDEtookastrong
range of measures which sur-
prised many people, even our
biggest critics. The question is:
havewegonefarenough?Thepo-
sitionoftheInternationalOlympic
Committeepointsinacertaindi-
rection.Oneof themain issues is
with teams. If you have a team,
even if theydon’t playunder the
national flag, they are in some
senseaRussianteam.
Personally, Iwould not be in

favour of banning individual
Russianchessplayers.Butthereal
question iswhether you should
banteams.Anyway,nowtheyare
notplayingundertheRussianflag,
but it is a subtle distinction
whether a group of Russians is
partofaRussianteam.Maybe,the
differenceisnotgreatenough.

FIFAandUEFAhavesuspended
Russianteams,FormulaOne
hascancelledtheRussianGP
contract,andWorldAthletics
hasexcludedRussiansfrom
AthleticsSeriesevents.Isa
worldwidesportingblockade
a solutiontosuchcrisis?
The problem is one person’s

war of liberation is another per-
son’s invasion. It is very difficult
to draw absolute rules on these
things. When you have these
questions, it is a lot about
whataboutery. Like,what about
this action here or thismissile
strike there? It is verydifficult to
draw clear rules on something
likethis.However,thenumberof
countriesthatopposetheUnited
Nations resolution can be
countedononehandandtwoof
themarethecombatants,Russia
and Belarus. It is not a pretty
group. In general, Iwould prefer
tokeeppoliticsoutof sport.But I
amnotsonaïveastothinkwelive
in a vacuum. In our charter, it is
written thatwehave to be neu-
tral. It isnotsoeasy tobeneutral
when somebody (Russia) is in-
vadingacountry.
Full interview on indianex-

press.com

‘FIDE can reject Russian
companies as we have
diversified sponsor base’

NIHALKOSHIE

INTERNATIONAL CHESS
Federation’s (FIDE)Director-
General Emil Sutovsky is also
ChairmanofitsGlobalStrategy
Commission.InachatwithThe
Indian Express, the Israeli
Grandmaster talks about the
FIDECouncil’s decision to ter-
minateall sponsorshipagree-
ments with Belarusian and
Russianstate-controlledcom-
panies,andwhyFIDEisdiffer-
enttoday, intermsof itsspon-
sorpool andalso the reachof
thegame.Excerpts:

TheFIDECouncil,among
otherdecisions,cutties
withRussianstate-
sponsoredcompanies.
WouldyousayFIDEisless
reliantonfundsfrom
Russiancompanies,unlike
inthepast?
Wearenowwell-diversi-

fiedandworkingwithallmajor
chessfederationsandsponsors
fromaroundtheworld.Earlier,
FIDEwasdependentonavery
narrowcircleofcountries,first
andforemostRussia.Wehave
beenabletosavemanyevents
because of this cooperation
withmanycountries.Likewith
theChessOlympiadthissum-
mer,whichwasremovedfrom
Moscow-andwegot several
countrieswilling to stage it -

and India is among them.Or
the recentWorld Rapid and
BlitzChampionships thatwas
held inPolandafter Covid re-
strictionsforcedittobemoved
from the original venue
(Kazakhstan). And Poland is
oneof thebiggestcriticsof the
Russiangovernment.

FIDEhasterminatedits
contractwithRussian
energygiantGazprom.To
whatextentdoesthisaffect
fundsatFIDE’sdisposal?
It is going to affect us be-

cause itwas a significant in-
comeforFIDE.But that said, it
willnothaveanimpactinalife-
or-deathway. Iwould say in-
comefromRussiancompanies
wasestimatedat20to25per-
centofouroverallsponsorship
andbroadcastincomein2022.
Ifwecompare,say,with2019,it
waswayaboveat50percent.
Prior to 2019, FIDE’s income
was largely fromtwosources;
theRussiancompaniesandthe
fees FIDEwas charging from
players,federationsandevents.
Whenwe came in (after the
2018 elections), one of the
promiseswhich FIDEmade
was to reduce orwaive fees.
Today, the total fees FIDE
charges fromplayers and the
federationshavereducedby80
percent.
Full interviewon indian-

express.com
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